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'HE  importance  of  placing  in  book  form  biographical  history  of  representative  citizens 
— both  for  its  immediate  worth  and  for  its  value  to  coming  generations — is  admitted 
by  all  thinking  people;  and  within  the  past  decade  there  has  been  a growing  inter- 
est in  this  commendable  means  of  perpetuating  biography  and  family  genealogy. 

That  the  public  is  entitled  to  the  privileges  afforded  by  a work  of  this  nature  needs 
no  assertion  at  our  hands;  for  one  of  our  greatest  Americans  has  said  that  the  history  of 
any  country  resolves  itself  into  the  biographies  of  its  stout,  earnest  and  representative 
^citizens.  This  medium,  then,  serves  more  than  a single  purpose;  while  it  perpetuates 
- biography  and  family  genealogy,  it  records  history,  much  of  which  would  be  preserved  in 
d no  other  way. 

In  presenting  the  Commemorative  Biographical  Record  to  its  patrons,  the  pub- 
lishers have  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  encouragement  and  support  their  enter- 
N prise  has  received,  and  the  willing  assistance  rendered  i*n  enabling  them  to  surmount  the 
— T many  unforeseen  obstacles  to  be  met  with  in  the  production  of  a work  of  this  character. 
In  nearly  every  instance  the  material  composing  the  sketches  was  gathered  from  those 
mmediately  interested,  and  then  submitted  in  type-written  form  for  correction  and  revision. 
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The  volume,  which  is  one  of  generous  amplitude,  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  public 

3/  with  the  belief  that  it  will  be  found  a valuable  addition  to  the  library,  as  well  as  an 
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&»/  invaluable  contribution  to  the  historical  literature  of  Northeastern  Pennsylvania. 


THE  PUBLISHERS. 


02 


1151676 


% 


.# 


A if 


“^g  f «£•  Ms 


hyA.H JUtohia- 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


COLLUM  - BREWSTER. 
Almost  from  the  very  dawn 
of  the  Nineteenth  Century 
these  names,  through  the 
several  generations  of  the 
families  for  a hundred  years, 
have  been  those  of  substan- 
tial men  and  women  of  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Among 
them,  and  of  whom  it  is  the 
purpose  of  this  article  to  especially  treat,  are  the 
Hon,  Joseph  Brewster  McCollum,  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Alexander  H. 
McCollum,  one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State,  with  residence  at  Montrose. 

The  McCollums  of  New  York  State,  whence 
came  the  Susquehanna  county  (Penn.)  family,  were 
of  Scotch  origin.  Alexander  McCollum,  the  great- 
grandfather of  J.  B.  and  A.  H.  McCollum,  of  Mont- 
rose, emigrated  from  Scotland  during  the  eighteenth 
century  and  settled  near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
remained,  a farmer,  through  life.  Two  of  his  sons, 
Hugh  and  Alexander,  the  latter  of  whom  was  the 
grandfather  of  the  McCollum  brothers,  migrated 
from  near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  about  1810,  and  settled  in  East  Bridgewater. 
Alexander  McCollum  was  born  in  1780,  married 
Mary  Trumbull,  and  settled  with  his  family  on 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Gardner  farm,  East 
Bridgewater.  He  died  at  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna 

I county,  in  1871,  aged  ninety-one  years.  His  wife 
died  October  10,  1862,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
To  Alexander  and  Mary  McCollum  were  born  the 
following  children:  John  married  Emma  Bailey; 
Hugh  is  referred  to  farther  on ; George  married 
Lucy  Baldwin,  and  died  in  Illinois;  Alexander  mar- 
ried Martha  Kennard,  and  died  at  New  Milford ; 
Peter  married  Harriet  Brewster;  Nancy  married 
Silas  Baldwin ; and  Mary  married  Darius  Crouch, 
and  died  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Hugh  McCollum,  son  of  Alexander  McCollum, 
and  the  father  of  Justice  J.  B.  and  A.  H.  McCollum, 
was  born  near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  August  9,  1805,  and 
when  five  years  old  migrated  with  his  father  to 

Susquehanna  county.  The  family  settled  in  the 
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wilderness,  on  a small  clearing  which  had  been 
made,  and  a log  cabin  had  been  erected  iii  which  the 
family  lived  for  three  years.  Alexander  McCol- 
lum, the  father  of  this  family,  then  removed  to  an- 
other farm,  which  was  partially  cleared,  and  here 
Hugh  was  reared.  He  married  Polly  Ann  Brew- 
ster, January  4,  1832.  He  was  a farmer  for  many 
years,  and  became  a prosperous  and  substantial  citi- 
zen. Later  in  life  he  removed  to  Montrose,  where 
he  lived  retired  until  his  death,  on  August  17,  1891, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  His  widow  still  sur- 
vives, living  at  Montrose.  She  is  now,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six  years,  remarkably  active,  both  physic- 
ally and  mentally.  Two  children  were  born  to 
Hugh  and  Polly  Ann  McCollum,  Joseph  Brewster 
and  Alexander  H. 

The  Brewster  family  of  Susquehanna  county, 
from  whom  descended  on  their  mother’s  side  Justice 
Joseph  Brewster  and  Alexander  IT.  McCollum,  were 
descendants  of  Elder  Brewster,  one  of  the  Pilgrim 
fathers,  who  came  to  America  in  the  “Mayflower” 
in  1620.  The  forerunner  of  the  family  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  was  Nathan  Brewster  (2), 
the  grandfather  of  Joseph  Brewster  and  Alexander 
H.  McCollum.  He  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in 
1781.  He  married,  at  Canterbury,  Conn.,  Novem- 
ber 12,  1804,  Polly  Raynsford,  also  a representative 
of  an  old  New  England  family.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Waldo)  Raynsford 
'(married  August  8,  1777),  and  granddaughter  of 
Joseph  and  Johanna  (Gibson)  Raynsford,  the  for- 
mer born  June  29,  1725,  died  December  23,  1792, 
and  the  latter  born  February  23,  1718,  died  Decem- 
ber 6,  1806.  Joseph  and  Anna  (Waldo)  Raynsford 
migrated  from  Canterbury,  Conn.,  to  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1804,  and  settled  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, where  they  died  in  1820  and  1819,  aged  sev- 
enty-eight and  sixty  years,  respectively,  leaving  two 
children:  Joshua,  who  married  Hannah  Lathrop ; 
and  Pollv,  wife  of  Nathan  Brewster  (2).  Nathan 
and  Polly  (Raynsford)  Brewster  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  in  1807,  and  settled  in  Bridgewater 
township,  one  mile  from  the  site  of  Montrose.  Here 
Nathan  Brewster  died  March  7,  1847,  aRed  sixty- 
six  years.  His  wife  died  March  12,  1850,  aged 
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sixty-eight  years.  Their  family  of  six  children  was 
as  follows:  Nathan  W.,  born  December  i,  1806, 
married  Alice  Roberts;  Joseph  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years;  Zachariah,  born  December  7,  1810, 
married  Adeline  B.  Bronson ; Polly  A.  became  the 
mother  of  Joseph  Brewster  and  Alexander  H.  Mc- 
Collum ; Eliza  H.  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  and 
Harriet  married  Peter  McCollum. 

Nathan  Brewster,  father  of  Nathan  Brewster 
(2),  in  about  1808  came  from  his  home  in  West 
Hampton,  Mass.,  and  settled  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship. He  had  been  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  from  the  effects  of  a wound  received  in 
that  struggle  was  a cripple  for  life.  He  married 
-Betsey  Slack  in  Massachusetts,  and  to  them  were 
born  children  as  follows : Lucina,  who  married 
Peter  Morris ; Betsey,  who  became  the  wife  of 
-Simeon  Tyler;  Sally,  who  died  unmarried,  aged 
-sixty-six  years ; Polly,  who  married  Bela  Jones ; 
-Nathan;  and  Jonah.  The  last  named,  who  settled 
;in  Bridgewater,  became  a man  of  considerable 
prominence  in  public  affairs.  He  was  the  first  clerk 
to  the  County  Commissioners  in  1813;  served  as 
■a  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature  from  1816 
to  1820;  and  as  State  Senator  in  1822. 

Hon.  Joseph  Brewster  McCollum.  If  there 
:are  any  of  her  sons  whom  Susquehanna  county  de- 
lights especially  to  honor,  the  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Pennsylvania  whose  name  appears 
above  must  be  included,  not  so  much,  perhaps,  be- 
cause of  his  elevation  to  the  Supreme  Judiciary  as 
because  of  his  sterling  and  brilliant  worth,  and  be- 
cause of  the  many  invaluable  services  which  he  has 
as  a citizen  rendered  his  native  county.  Justice  Mc- 
Collum practiced  law  at  Montrose  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  His  careful,  conscientious  devotion  to  his 
clients,  his  forceful  and  eloquent  presentation  of 
^causes  to  court  and  jury,  his  mastery  of  the  law, 
rapidly  built  for  him  a wide  and  lucrative  practice. 
It  was  a fitting  preparation  for  the  judgeship  of  the 
Susquehanna  Courts  with  which  he  was  then  hon- 
ored. This  judicial  experience  in  turn  was  the 
stepping-stone  to  something  higher.  For  ten 
years  he  administered  justice  in  the  local  courts, 
and  in  1889  was  elected  judge  of  the  Supreme 
'Court  of  Pennsylvania. 

Justice  McCollum  was  born  September  28,, 
1832,  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  until  seventeen 
years  of  age  led  the  ordinary  life  of  a country  lad, 
alternating  between  the  performance  of  farm  labor 
and  attendance  at  the  district  school.  While  yet 
on  the  farm  it  was  his  privilege  to  sit  in  the  district 
school  under  the  instruction  of  his  afterward  col- 
league on  the  Supreme  Bench  of  the  State,  the  late 
Justice  Henry  W.  Williams,  who,  too,  was  a son 
of  Susquehanna  county.  From  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, for  nearly  three  years,  young  McCollum  was 
in  attendance  at  Harford  Academy,  an  institution 
in  Susquehanna  county  then  of  high  rank,  in  charge 
of  the  Richardsons,  and  from  which  went  forth 
young  men  who  achieved  for  themselves  distinc- 


tion in  public  life,  among  them  Galusha  A.  Grow, 
former  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States;  Henry  W.  Williams,  late  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania;  Charles  R. 
Buckalew,  former  United  States  Senator;  and  Cy- 
rus C.  Carpenter,  former  Governor  of  Iowa.  Subse- 
quently, having  decided  to  adopt'  the  profession  of 
the  law,  young  McCollum  pursued  a course  at  the 
State  and  National  Law  School  at  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  de- 
gree of  LL.  B.  This  course  he  supplemented  with 
a term  of  service  in  the  office  of  Ralph  B.  Little, 
of  Montrose,  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  success- 
ful lawyers  in  northern  Pennsylvania.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  at  the  August  term  of  court,  in 
1855.  The  young  lawyer  accepted  a position  at  a 
regular  salary  in  the  office  of  William  B.  Plate, 
an  old  practitioner  at  Geneva,  111.,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year.  He  then  returned  to  Montrose, 
in  1856,  and  in  August,  of  that  year,  he  purchased 
with  A.  J.  Gerritson  the  Montrose  Democrat.  Mr. 
McCollum  assisted  in  the  publication  of  that  paper 
until  January  1,  1858,  when  he  sold  his  interest  to 
his  partner  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  At 
this  time  he  formed  a law  partnership  with  Nahum 
Newton,  which  lasted  about  two  years.  He  then 
continued  practice  with  his  brother-in-law,  Hon. 
Daniel  W.  Searle,  now  President  Judge  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  as  partner,  until  the  latter's  enlist- 
ment in  the  army,  in  August,  1862.  Continuing 
practice  alone  until  November,  1867,  our  subject 
joined  lfis  professional  labors  with  those  of  Albert 
Chamberlain,  the  partnership  lasting  until  Mr. 
Chamberlain  removed  to  Scranton,  January  1,  1871, 
to  become  internal  revenue  collector.  Mr.  Mc- 
Collum then  associated  in  practice  with  his  brother, 
Alexander  H.  McCollum,  until  his  election  as  Presi- 
dent Judge  for  Susquehanna  county,  in  1878.  This 
ended  his  career  as  a lawyer,  and  inaugurated  his 
brilliant  services  on  the  Bench. 

On  his  resuming  practice,  in  1858,  the  Mont- 
rose Bar  was  then  at  its  best,  and  numbered  among 
its  members  such  distinguished  citizens  as  the 
elder  Judge  William  Jessup.  Hon.  W.  J.  Turrell, 
Hon.  Benjamin  S.  Bentley,  William  M.  Post,  and 
R.  B.  Little;  but  the  future  judge  forged  steadily 
ahead,  until  at  the  time  of  his  election  to  the  Bench 
he  stood  in  the  front  rank,  and  was  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a large  and  lucrative  business  and  a client- 
age that  ramified  throughout  the  entire  county.  As 
a practitioner  he  was  exceedingly  painstaking  and 
conscientious,  and  while  aggressive  he  was  always 
fair.  As  an  advocate  he  was  extremely  popular  and 
influential  with  juries,  being  always  candid  and 
logical  and,  on  occasion,  eloquent.  He  eave  careful 
and  conscientious  attention  to  all  matters  placed  in 
his  hands.  His  cases  were  always  thoroughly  pre- 
pared for  trial.  One  of  the  traits  of  his  character, 
which  gained  for  him  the  confidence  of  the  people 
of  his  county,  was  his  untiring  devotion  to  the  in- 
terests confided  to  his  keeping.  A litigant  who 
once  became  his  client  ever  afterward  turned  to  his 
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office  when  counsel  was  needed.  To  his  clientage 
he  was  not  merely  a wise  legal  counselor  and  for- 
midable advocate,  but  a friend  as  well,  ever  solicit- 
ous for  their  personal  welfare.  As  a jury  advocate 
Justice  McCollum  was  eminently  successful.  While 
not  given  to  word  painting  or  ornate  oratory,  he 
was  ever  forceful,  logical,  candid  and  convincing. 
He  never  appealed  to  the  base  passions  of  men,  nor 
stooped  to  subterfuge  to  wheedle  jurors,  but  on 
occasion,  when  the  emergency  required,  and  oppos- 
ing counsel  invited  it,  he  was  capable  of  the  most 
biting  sarcasm  and  withering  invective.  When 
thoroughly  aroused  the  Scotch  blood  in  his  veins 
asserted  itself,  and  the  usually  quiet-mannered  and 
soft-spoken  jurist  would  pounce  upon  his  antagon- 
ists with  a pugnaciousness  which  boded  ill  to 
the  cause  he  riddled  with  his  vehement  forensic 
shafts. 

In  politics,  Justice  McCollum  has  always  been 
.a  firm  and  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  was,  before  his  elevation  to  the  Bench, 
a favorite  stump  speaker  with  the  people  of  the 
county.  In  his  political  speeches  he  was  argu- 
mentative, not  vituperative,  but  he  was  never 
mealy-mouthed  in  denouncing  what  he  considered 
wrong  in  the  position  of  his  adversaries.  As  a 
member  of  the  minority  party  in  his  county  he 
shouldered  the  burdens  usually  borne  by  young 
men,  served  as  chairman  of  the  county  committee, 
ran  for  district  attorney  and  representative,  and 
took  the  defeats  which  were  inevitable  to  such  con- 
tests. In  1870  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate 
of  the  old  Luzerne-Susquehanna  District  for  Con- 
gress, but  altnough  running  handsomely  ahead  of 
His  ticket  he  shared  the  fate  of  his  party,  which  met 
defeat.  But  year  by  year  he  was  growing  stronger 
in  his  profession,  and  becoming  more  firmly  en- 
trenched in  the  confidence  of  his  county  folk,  and  at 
length,  in  1878,  an  opportunity  was  offered  his 
friends  to  testify  substantially  to  their  high  regard 
for  him,  both  personally  and  professionally.  In 
that  year  there  was  a chaotic  condition  of  affairs, 
politically,  in  the  county,  and  party  discipline  was 
badly  shattered,  so  that  voters  felt  forced  to  give 
more  expression  to  their  personal  preferences  than 
is  usually  the  case.  Being  nominated  by  the  Demo- 
crats for  President  Judge,  the  Greenback  party, 
then  a potent  factor  in  the  county,  also  nominated 
him,  without  asking  from  him  any  expression  of 
views  favorable  to  their  peculiar  financial  theory. 
Mr.  McCollum  in  no  way  gave  his  adhesion  to  the 
Greenback  platform,  but  was  on  the  contrary  un- 
derstood to  strenuously  oppose  it.  The  return  of 
that  year  showed  that  the  combined  Democratic 
and  Greenback  vote  in  the  county  just  about 
equalled  the  Republican,  giving  him  a majority  of 
over  1,200  over  Judge  Jessup,  a concededly  able  jur- 
ist, who  was  filling,  by  appointment  of  the  Govern- 
or, the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Judge  F.  B. 
Streeter.  This  was  a remarkable  demonstration  of 
his  personal  popularity,  for  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  sheriff  at  the  same  election  was  success- 


ful by  about  800  majority,  and  all  the  other  Re- 
publican candidates  were  also  elected,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  representative,  in  which  case  the  fusion 
candidate  was  elected  by  less  than  100  majority. 

On  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1879,  at  the 
age  of  forty-six  years,  judge  McCollum  ascended 
the  Common  Pleas  Bench,  thoroughly  equipped 
for  the  performance  of  the  arduous  and  responsible 
duties  of  the  judicial  office.  Before  he  had  been 
upon  the  Bench  a year  his  freedom  from  personal 
prejudice  and  his  personal  fairness  were  conceded 
by  all.  That  he  possessed  a profound  knowledge 
of  the  law  no  one  doubted,  but  the  ease  with  which 
he  adapted  himself  to  his  new  position  not  only  de- 
lighted his  friends,  but  commanded  the  admira- 
tion of  those  who  had  opposed  his  election  thereto. 
Through  his  industry  the  trial  list,  which  had  long 
been  loaded  heavily  with  causes  the  trial  of  which 
had  been  too  long  deferred,  was  reduced  until,  in- 
stead of  being  obliged  to  wait  two  years  to  bring 
an  action  to  trial,  litigation  was  adjudicated  with  all 
requisite  celerity.  During  his  ten-years’  incumb- 
ency of  the  President  Judgeship  of  Susquehanna 
county  Judge  McCollum  demonstrated  the  posses- 
sion of  those  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which 
make  the  Bench  honored  and  trusted — affable  in 
manner,  dignified  without  austerity,  quick  to  per- 
ceive the  salient  points  of  a cause,  his  memory  a 
vast  storehouse  of  legal  precedents,  his  mind 
equable  and  logical,  and  thoroughly  grounded  in 
the  Law ; and  these  qualities,  resting  upon  a foun- 
dation of  sterling  and  unswerving  integrity,  a love 
of  truth,  an  abhorrence  of  injustice,  a nature  in 
true  sympathy  with  the  common  people  of  whom  he 
is  one,  a catholicity  of  view  which  renders  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  be  factional,  and  a courage  to 
do  what  is  right  and  just  regardless  of  fear  or 
favor,  constitute  the  elements  which  have  raised 
him  to  an  eminence  as  a judge  which  is  the  pride  of 
his  county,  and  which  has  commanded  the  admira- 
tion of  lawyers  and  litigants  wherever  he  has 
been  called  to  preside  over  the  courts  of  other  dis- 
tricts by  his  judicial  brethren.  As  a judge  he  knew 
no  friends  or  enemies.  Every  suitor  stood  upon 
an  equal  footing  in  his  court,  his  charges  were 
models  of  impartiality  and  cogent  statements  of 
Law  and  evidence,  and  his  rulings  upon  intricate 
legal  questions,  arising  in  the  trial  of  cases,  were 
singularly  free  from  errors.  During  his  incumb- 
ency of  the  President  Judgeship  appeals  from  his 
court  were  so  infrequent  that  Susquehanna  county 
lawyers  became  strangers  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
In  ten  years  the  higher  court  overruled  him  but 
three  times.  With  the  young  members  of  the  Bar 
he  was  especially  popular,  for  to  these  he  was  al- 
ways extending  a helping  hand,  and  giving  words 
of  encouragement.  His  chamber  at  the  Court 
House  was  the  favorite  place  of  rendesvous  for  all 
the  members  of  the  Bar,  with  whom  the  Judge 
always  maintained  most  cordial  relations.  In  his 
intercourse  with  the  Bar  he  possessed  that  happy 
faculty  of  unbending  most  graciously,  so  that  in  his 
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presence  there  was  no  oppressing  feeling  of  awe, 
but  rather  the  existence  of  the  most  perfect  entente 
cordiale. 

At  the  State  Convention  held  in  May,  1888, 
at  Harrisburg,  as  the  result  of  earnest  work  in  his 
behalf,  without  his  consent  or  solicitation,  the  nom- 
ination for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Commonwealth  was  accorded  Judge  McCollum 
with  substantial  unanimity.  In  July  following  his 
nomination  the  Hon.  John  Turnkey,  a Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  died  in  London,  England,  whither 
he  had  gone  seeking  medical  treatment.  Thus  was 
brought  about  the  necessity  for  the  election  of  two 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion. By  the  Constitutional  provision,  that  when 
in  any  year  two  Justices  of  the  Court  are  to  be 
chosen  no  voter  is  permitted  to  vote  for  more  than 
one,  thereby  providing  for  minority  representation, 
Judge  McCollum’s  election  was  assured,  no  matter 
how  many  more  votes  than  he  Judge  James  T.  Mit- 
chell, the  Republican  candidate,  might  receive.  His 
career  on  the  Bench  has  fully  demonstrated  that 
when  Joseph  Brewster  McCollum  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  highest  court  in  the  State  it  was  indeed 
good  fortune  to  the  public.  His  written  opinions 
are  notable  for  their  terseness  of  expression  and 
comprehensive  grasp  of  the  legal  principles  at 
issue.  His  style  of  composition  is  simple,  direct, 
and  with  an  utter  absence  of  ornamental  flourish. 

Born  and  reared  on  a farm,  Justice  McCollum 
has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  all  matters  con- 
nected with  agriculture,  and  is  the  owner  of  a large, 
well-stocked  farm,  just  outside  the  borough  limits, 
to  the  management-  of  which  he  gives  his  personal 
attention,  and  is  often  seen  in  the  fields  at  work 
with  the  farm  hands.  Indeed,  at  the  very  time  that 
the  Democratic  State  Convention  was  in  the  act  of 
naming  him  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  he 
was  at  his  farm,  supervising  the  planting  of  seed 
and  other  work  incident  to  the  season  among  farm- 
ers, and  it  was  not  until  toil-worn  at  eventide, 
upon  his  return  to  his  home  in  town,  that  he  was 
aware  of  the  great  honor  that  had  been  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  representatives  of  the  State  De- 
mocracy. In  private  life  he  is  a delightful  com- 
panion, an  angler  of  a great  degree  of  skill,  and 
•capable  of  telling  as  well  as  enjoying  a good 
anecdote.  Justice  McCollum  usually  spends  his 
summers  at  his  old  home  in  Montrose,  among  the 
friends  of  his  earlier  years,  and  amid  the  scenes  of 
his  earlier  forensic  and  judiciary  success,  but  from 
October  to  June  he  presides  in  the  Supreme  Courts 
at  Philadelphia  and  at  Pittsburg. 

Justice  McCollum  was  married,  at  Montrose, 
December  9,  1862,  to  Mary  J.  Searle,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Searle,  one  of  the  early  mail  contractors  of 
Pennsylvania  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  men 
of  affairs  in  Susquehanna  county.  She  is  a great- 
granddaughter  of  Constant  Searle,  who  fell  in  the 
battle  of  Wyoming  Massacre  in  1778.  A full  his- 
tory of  the  Searle  family  is  presented  following  the 
title  of  “Searle.”  To  Justice  McCollum  and  wife 


were  born  two  sons : Searle  and  Charles  W.  The 
latter  was  killed  in  a railroad  accident,  October 
31,  1891. 

Searle  McCollum,  the  surviving  child,  is  a 
practicing  attorney  at  Montrose.  He  was  born  at 
Montrose  April  30,  1867,  and  in  his  youth  was  sur- 
rounded with  exceptional  educational  and  refining 
influences.  Reared  in  the  atmosphere  of  intellectual 
and  literary  activity,  he  was  stimulated  to  excel  in 
literary  and  professional  life.  Until  the  acre  of  six- 
teen he  attended  the  schools  of  Montrose,  and  then 
entered  Prof.  Swartz’  private  school  in  Bethlehem, 
for  one  year.  He  also  attended  school  at  Media, 
Penn.,  for  three  years.  Returning  home,  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  McCollum  & Smith,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Bar  in  August,  1880.  He  at  once  opened 
an  office,  and  has  since  remained  continuously  in 
practice.  He  is  rapidly  gaining  in  professional  and 
popular  influence,  and  may  be  said  to  be  a young 
lawyer  with  flatterinp"  prospects.  Among  the  fra- 
ternal orders  he  is  affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  married,  March 
12,  1895,  to  Miss  Pauline  Lusk,  born  March  12, 
1870,  daughter  of  William  Lusk,  an  attorney  at 
Montrose.  To  Searle  and  Pauline  McCollum  has 
been  born  one  child,  Mary  E. 

Alexander  H.  McCollum  (son  of  the  late 
Hugh  McCollum  and  brother  of  Justice  Joseph 
Brewster  McCollum).  Among  the  members  of  the 
Montrose  Bar  who  have,  by  their  ability  and  pro- 
fessional integrity,  given  high  character  and  repu- 
tation to  the  legal  profession  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, must  be  prominently  mentioned  A.  H.  McCollum, 
whose  name  stands  as  a bulwark  of  fidelity  and  suc- 
cess. He  is  intimately  associated  with  the  business 
life  of  the  county,  as  counselor  and  attorney,  advis- 
ing and  directing  sbme  of  its  most  important  affairs. 
It  may  be  said  that  Mr.  McCollum’s  career  has  been 
purely  professional.  The  guerdon  of  political  pre- 
ferment has  not  won  him  from  the  borders  of  his 
own  profession.  He  is  senior  member  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  McCollum  & Smith,  one  of  the  most 
successful  in  Susquehanna  county. 

Mr.  McCollum  was  born  May  11,  1836,  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. 
Pie  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and,  like  his 
elder  brother,  in  boyhood  occupied  his  time  alter- 
nating between  attendance  at  the  district  school  and 
work  on  the  farm.  At  a banquet  given  at  Montrose, 
in  December,  1888,  by  the  Montrose  Bar,  in  honor 
of  the  elevation  to  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Judge 
McCollum,  and  the  election  of  Daniel  W.  Searle  as 
President  Judge  of  Susquehanna  county,.  Justice 
Williams,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  thus  re- 
ferred to  the  boyhood  of  the  two  McCollum 
brothers : 

As  I have  been  sitting  here  this  evening  my  thoughts 
have  been  traveling  back  through  the  years  that  are  gone, 
and  they  specially  dwelt  upon  a period  some  forty  years  ago, 
when  one  winter  I was  engaged  as  a teacher  in  the  Kennard 
district,  about  three  miles  from  this  place.  I was  in  receipt 
of  the  munificent  salary  of  $15  per  month  and  “boarded. 
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around,”  as  was  the  custom  in  those  clays.  I may  say  now 
that  is  not  in  vogue,  and  l believe,  it  put  to  vote  now,  upon  its 
claims  for  restoration,  it  would  be  defeated  by  a tremendous 
majority.  Among  other  pupils  who  came  to  my  school  were 
two  boys,  one  a sober,  thoughtful  youth  who  was  familiarly 
called  “ Bruce,”  and  the  other,  the  younger,  who  was  as  full 
of  innocent  mischief  as  an  egg  is  popularly  supposed  to  be 
full  of  meat,  they  called  "Alec.”  between  the  eider  of  these 
boys  and  myself  there  sprang  up  a lriendship  and  intimacy 
such  as  the  disparity  in  our  positions  in  lde  and  ages  would 
permit,  he  being  the  pupil  and  1 the  master,  and  his  age 
being  only  sixteen,  while  1 was  eighteen. 

Young  “Alec"  McCollum  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  the  Harford  Academy,  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  Lyman  Richardson.  He  read  law  with  his 
brother,  J.  B.  McCollum,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  Susquehanna  county  at  the  August  term  of 
Court,  1S69.  in  1871  he  formed  a partnership 
with  his  brother,  which  continued  until  the  latter 
was  elected  Judge  of  Susquehanna  county,  in  1878. 
The  law  firm  of  McCollum  & VVatson  was  formed 
January  1,  1879,  and  was  succeeded  May  1,  1883,  by 
that  of  McCollum,  Searle  & Smith.  The  election  of 
Mr.  Searle  as  President  Judge  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty in  1888  reduced  the  firm  to  McCollum  & Smith, 
Having  had  thorough  commercial  training,  Mr. 
McCollum  as  a lawyer  in  all  questions  of  business 
has  the  faculty  almost  intuitively  to  grasp  the  right 
line  of  conduct  of  a case  to  the  advantage  and  bene- 
fit of  his  client.  He  is  quick  to  comprehend  and 
grasp  all  legal  questions  involved,  relying  upon  the 
main  and  prominent  features  of  a case,  and  techni- 
calities which  he  is  quick  to  see  in  favor  of  his  client 
he  generally  disregards,  placing  his  reliance  on  the 
main  points — on  the  controlling  questions.  He  is 
an  exceptionally  fine  business  lawyer,  and  a very 
industrious  lawyer.  He  is  a student.  Since  his  ad- 
mission to  the  Bar  he  has  stuck  closely  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Law,  and  not  allowed  himself  to  be  drawn 
into  politics  or  business  enterprises  any  farther 
than  is  prompted  by  good  citizenship.  He  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  has  shared  in  the  local  work 
necessary  in  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  party. 
He  has  been  prompt  and  faithful  in  caring  for  the 
business  intrusted  to  his  care,  and  has  had  an  ex- 
tensive practice,  in  which  he  has  met  with  merited 
success.  As  a lawyer  he  is  second  to  none  now  at 
the  Susquehanna  Bar,  if  equalled  by  any.  In  the 
trial  of  a cause  he  is  aggressive.  In  his  relations  to 
the  community  he  is  very  liberal  when  a good  cause 
is  shown  to  call  that  trait  out,  but  when  not  he  can 
readily,  with  emphasis,  decline.  He  always  re- 
members his  obligations,  and  is  prompt  in  meet- 
ing them  and  complying  with  his  agreements.  He 
is  of  an  odd  character,  strong  in  his  likes  and  dis- 
likes ; when  he  trusts  “he  trusts  implicitly,”  but 
when  once  deceived  he  never  relents.  In  his  family 
relations  he  is  most  kind,  affectionate  and  liberal. 
Though  his  family  has  been  small,  he  has  manifested 
his  enterprise  in  the  erection  of  a commodious  and 
elegant  home,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  Montrose. 

Mr.  McCollum  has  been  engaged  in  many  of 
the  most  important  cases  that  have  come  before  the 
courts  of  Susquehanna  county  since  he  came  to  the 


Bar.  He  was  the  attorney  for  the  Commonwealth 
in  the  trial  of  John  Kelly  for  the  murder  of  Leon 
Gage,  on  August  15,  1896,  at  Brackneyville,  Penn. 
The  trial  came  off  at  the  April  term  of  Court,  1897, 
at  Montrose,  and  the  prisoner  was  found  guilty  of 
voluntary  manslaughter.  The  Independent  Repub- 
lican of  Montrose,  in  referring  to  Mr.  McCollum, 
said : 

Mr.  McCollum  has  appeal'd  as  counsel  in  nearly  every 
case  of  importance,  both  civil  and  criminal,  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a century.  The  ripe  experience  thus  acquired, 
together  with  the  rare  legal  ability  for  which  Mr.  McCollum 
is  noted,  were  never  displayed  to  better  advantage  than  in 
the  masterly  way  in  which  he  managed  the  case  for  the 
Commonwealth.  In  t^e  closing  address  Mr.  McCollum 
embellished  a brilliant  argument  till  it  sparkled  with  sub- 
lime eloquence. 

Mr.  McCollum  was  counsel  for  the  Common- 
wealth in  the  trial  of  Cornelius  W.  Shew  and  J. 
James  Eagan,  for  the  murder  of  Jackson  Pepper, 
conducted  at  Montrose  at  the  November  term  of 
Court,  1898,  in  which  both  were  found  guilty  of 
murder  in  the  first  degree.  The  Press  remarked: 

Those  who  have  met  and  heard  Mr.  McCollum  know  of 
his  marked  personality  and  fervid  eloquence  as  a trial 
lawyer.  For  an  hour  he  held  the  vast  audience  spell-bound 
by  his  convincing  logic,  close  reasoning  and  most  able  pres- 
entation of  this  important  case,  and  when  his  argument  was 
concluded  it  seemed  that  by  no  possibility  could  the  end  of 
justice  be  thwarted. 

On  November  14,  1855,  at  Susquehanna,  Penn., 
Mr.  McCollum  was  married  to  Fidelia  L.  Under- 
wood, daughter  of  Riley  Underwood,  and  a native 
of  Connecticut.  To  this  union  one  child,  Hugh, 
was  born  June  28,  1867.  The  son  received  a good 
education,  studied  Law,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar, 
and  established  himself  in  the  practice  at  Mont- 
rose. He  was  bright,  frank,  and  a very  promising 
young  man,  of  a cheerful  and  winning  disposition. 
He  served  as  Deputy  United  States  Revenue  Col- 
lector, and  was  most  popular.  He  married  Miss 
Irene,  daughter  of  John  R.  Raynsford,  of  Mont- 
rose. Mr.  McCollum  died  on  November  19,  1894, 
at  the  early  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  leaving  a 
widow  but  no  children.  His  grave  has  ever  since 
been  one  veritable  flower-garden — a mother’s  de- 
votion. 

HON.  G ALUS  HA  A.  GROW,  a lawyer  and 
statesman,  of  Glenwood,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
a native  of  old  Windham  county,  Conn.,  a county 
in  which  lived  such  men  as  Putnam  and  Knowlton, 
of  Revolutionary  fame. 

Mr.  Grow  was  born  in  May,  1823,  in  what 
was  then  the  town  of  Ashford,  a son  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Robbins)  Grow.  At  the  age  of 
ten  years  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
with  his  widowed  mother,  his  eldest  brother,  Ed- 
win, and  his  youngest  sister,  the  other  three  chil- 
dren of  the  familv  having  remained  in  Connecti- 
cut. Mrs.  Grow  bought  and  settled  on  a farm  in 
Lenox  township,  where  she  died  in  1864;  she  was 
a woman  of  uncommon  worth.  Galusha  attended 
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the  district  school  of  that  neighborhood,  and  when 
a boy  assisted  his  brother  in  a country  store  at  Glen- 
wood  established  through  the  energy  of  the  mother. 
In  the  spring  of  the  year  he  also  accompanied  his 
brother  in  rafting  lumber  down  the  Susquehanna  to 
Port  Deposit,  Md.  He  completed  his  studies  for  ad- 
mission to  College  in  the  famous  Franklin  Academy 
(later  Harford  University),  then  under  the  care  of 
Preston  and  Rev.  Willard  Richardson,  respectively, 
and  in  1840  entered  Amherst  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated,  with  high  honors  in  his  class, 
and  with  the  reputation  of  being  a ready  debater 
and  a fine  extemporaneous  speaker.  In  the  winter 
of  1845  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  of- 
fice of  Hon.  F.  B.  Streeter,  of  Montrose,  in  April, 
1847,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Susquehanna,  and 
'is  now  the  oldest  member  of  that  Bar.  Some  years 
ago  his  fellow  members  of  the  Bar  had  a life-size 
portrait  of  their  distinguished  colleague  painted, 
and  it  now  adorns  the  court  room  at  Montrose. 
Young  Grow  after  two  years  in  practice  at  the  Bar 
of  Susquehanna  county,  associated  himself  with 
Hon.  David  Wilmot,  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso  fame, 
and  later  a United  States  senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  1850  Mr.  Wilmot  withdrew  as  a candi- 
date for  Congress  in  the  Twelfth  District" with  the 
understanding  that  both  the  Free-soil  and  Hunker 
divisions  of  the  party  would  support  Mr.  Grow. 
Pie  was  nominated  and  elected  in  October,  1850,  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  December,  1851,  and  continued  to 
represent  that  district  in  Congress  until  March  4, 
1863,  having  failed  to  be  re-elected  the  previous 
fall,  owing  to  the  Congressional  apportionment 
which  united  Susquehanna  county  with  Luzerne 
and  gave  a preponderating  Democratic  majority. 
Mr.  Grow  had  opposed  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill, 
and  left  the  Democratic  party  after  the  repeal  of 
the  Missouri  Compromise  in  that  Bill.  In  July, 
1861,  he  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House.  When 
first  elected  to  Congress  Mr.  Grow  was  but  twenty- 
six  years  of  age,  and  was  the  youngest  member  of 
that  body.  His  entry  into  political  life  and  services 
in  Congress  covered  a most  eventful  period  in  the 
history  of  the  country — the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise,  election  of  Banks  Speaker,  the  Kan- 
sas troubles,  Lecompton  Bill,  the  Homestead  Bill, 
the  Fremont  and  Lincoln  campaigns,  and  the  first 
two  years  of  the  Civil  war.  He  took  his  stand  from 
the  outset  in  his  public  career  on  the  side  of  free- 
dom and  the  interests  of  the  laboring  classes,  and 
adhered  to  it  steadfastly  to  the  end.  “He  was  al- 
wavs  a ready  champion  of  justice  and  humanity, 
with  a sympathy  deep  as  human  suffering,  a cour- 
age that  hurled  defiance  in  the  face  of  Southern 
bravadoes,  and  an  eloquence  that  charmed  the  na- 
tion.” He  made  his  “maiden  speech”  in  Congress 
on  the  Homestead  Bill,  which  speech  was  reported 
as  one  of  the  ablest  in  its  behalf.  This  measure  Mr. 
Grow  persistently  advocated,  and  he  brought  for- 
ward a Bill  every  Congress  for  ten  years,  and  fin- 
ally as  Speaker  signed  the  law.  His  zeal  and  un- 
wavering devotion  to  this  measure  endeared  his 


name  to  the  people  everywhere.  He  made  five  set 
speeches  in  five  different  Congresses  in  its  advo- 
cacy. Under  his  leadership  four  Bills,  at  four  dif- 
ferent sessions  of  Congress,  passed  the  House  be- 
fore it  was  finally  adopted  by  both  Houses,  so  as  to 
become  a Law.  The  name  of  Galusha  A.  Grow 
will  be  remembered  in  history  among  those  who 
have  zealously  struggled  to  benefit  mankind.  To- 
Mr.  Grow  the  country  is  indebted  in  a great  degree 
for  the  final  success  of  the  homestead  policy  in  the 
Legislature  of  the  country,  and  the  Republican 
party  for  one  of  its  fundamental  doctrines. 
Through  his  whole  Congressional  service  he  op- 
posed strongly  and  persistently  any  and  all  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands  except  in  homesteads  for 
actual  settlers.  He  was  one  of  the  most  potent 
influences  in  securing  to  the  Republican  party  the 
majority  in  all  the  new  States  and  the  Territories. 
He  was  a participant  In  all  the  exciting  discussions 
of  public  affairs  during  the  twelve  history-making 
years  of  his  Congressional  career  previous  to  1863, 
especially  active  and  influential  in  those  relating  to 
the  extension  or  perpetuity  of  slavery.  One  of  the 
New  York  papers  wrote  of  him:  “Mr.  Grow  is 

a young  man  enthusiastic  in  his  attachment  to  prin- 
ciple, bold  in  giving  utterance  to  truth  in  presence 
of  its  friends  or  foes,  felicitous  in  address,  pos- 
sessed of  a clear,  logical  mind*  a vivid  imagination, 
and  that  sympathy  which  Wirt  describes  as  ‘the 
requisite  of  every  true  orator.’  ” 

Of  Mr.  Grow’s  work  in  1859  against  the  effort 
in  the  Senate  to  increase  postage  rates,  Horace 
Greeley  said : “Mr.  Grow  this  session  has  evinced 

a fertility  of  resource,  a command  of  parliamentary 
tactics,  a promptitude  in  seizing  an  opportunity,  a 
wisdom  in  action,  and  a brevity  of  speech,  such  as 
have  rarely  been  exhibited  on  that  floor.  The  pas- 
sage of  the  Homestead  Bill  under  his  leadership 
would  of  itself  have  sufficed  to  confer  honorable 
distinction,  so  the  Senate’s  attempt  to  force  the 
House  to  raise  the  rates  of  postage  was  met  by 
Mr.  Grow  in  a manner  and  spirit  that  at  once  de- 
cided the  contest.  We  rejoice  that  Mr.  Grow  is 
to  be  a member  of  the  next  House.”  His  Congres- 
sional career  is  admirably  summed  up  in  the  “Men 
of  Our  Day”  as  “marked  by  a persistent  advocacy 
of  free  homesteads,  free  territory,  human  freedom, 
cheap  postage,  and  indeed  every  measure  by  which 
the  people  were  to  be  made  wiser,  purer  and 
happier.” 

On  leaving  Congress  Mr.  Grow,  being  in  feeble 
health,  was  for  several  years  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  in  Luzerne  county,  and  later  he  was 
in  business  in  the  oil  region  in  Venango 
county.  From  1871  to  1875  he  was  in  Texas 
as  president  of  the  Houston  & Great  North- 
ern railroad.  Returning  to  his  old  home 
in  Pennsylvania,  he  entered  actively  into  the 

canvass  for  the  election  of  Hartranft  in  the  fall  of 
1875,  and  for  Plaves  in  the  Presidential  election 
of  1876.  In  1878' he  was  urged  for  the  nomina- 
tion for  Governor.  He  entered  into  the  political 
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canvass  of  1879  with  his  accustomed  zeal  and 
power,  speaking  in  Maine,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York.  He  declined  that  fall  the  mission  to 
Russia,  tendered  by  President  Hayes.  He  was  a 
candidate  for  United  States  Senator  in  1881,  but 
after  a protracted  contest  John  I.  Mitchell  was 
elected  as  a compromise  candidate.  Mr.  Grow  has 
continuously  taken  an  active  part  in  the  canvass 
at  every  State  and  National  election.  For  many 
years  past  he  has  been  largely  interested  in  de- 
veloping bituminous  coal  lands,  and  is  now  a large 
producer.  He  retains  his  home  at  Glenwood, 
Penn.,  and  has  never  voted  elsewhere.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1894,  he  was  elected  Congressman-at-large, 
and  in  November  following  was  re-elected;  in 
1896  he  was  re-elected  by  the  largest  majority  ever 
given  in  any  State  of  the  Union  to  any  candidate 
for  any  office ; he  was  re-nominated  and  re-elected 
in  1898.  “In  the  recent  Congressional  debate  on  the 
question  of  annexing  Hawaii,  one  of  the  best  ar- 
guments in  favor  of  annexation  was  made  by  our 
distinguished  Congressman-at-large  Galusha  A. 
Grow,  in  fact,  no  argument  so  terse  and  yet  con- 
vincing has  been  made  upon  the  question  as  that 
delivered  by  Mr.  Grow.  Besides  its  clearness  and 
strength,  the  speech  breathes  the  spirit  of  a higher 
patriotism  and  a broad  statesmanship,  clothed  in 
words  of  stirring  eloquence.” 

Mr.  Grow  believes  that  inasmuch  as  the  fortune 
of  war  has  forced  upon  us  a larger  America,  and 
with  it  large  responsibilities,  we  should  meet  the 
new  condition  in  a manner  becoming  a great  nation, 
and  fulfill  a destiny  that  the  progress  of  events 
has  clearly  marked  out  for  us.  In  the  course  of 
his  speech  he  said : “The  starry  banner  of  our  fa- 
thers, baptized  in  patriot  blood  in  the  first  and  sec- 
ond war  of  American  independence,  and  rechristen- 
ed in  this  generation  in  the  mightier  conflict  of 
arms  in  the  history  of  the  race,  will  henceforth, 
over  whatever  portion  of  the  earth’s  surface  it  may 
float,  be  the  emblem  of  liberty,  justice  and  the  in- 
alienable rights  of  mankind.” 

JUDGE  PETER  GRUVER  has  for  many 
years  been  identified  with  the  progress  and  growth 
of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  as  one  of  her  most  active 
and  influential  citizens,  and  he  has  since  boyhood 
made  his  home  in  Ross  township,  where  he  is  now 
living  in  semi-retirement  on  his  beautiful  farm  near 
the  village  of  Saylorsburg.  The  Judge  is  a native 
of  Northampton  county,  this  State,  born  in  1833  in 
Lower  Mt.  Bethel  township,  and  he  is  a grandson  of 
William  Gruver,  who  was  born  in  Bucks  county, 
Penn., and  settled  in  Northampton  county  in  an  early 
day.  William  Gruver  had  two  sons,  Daniel  and 
John,  who  were  reared  in  Northampton  county,  Dan- 
iel passing  his  entire  life  there. 

John  Gruver,  father  of  Judge  Gruver,  was  born 
in  Northampton  county  and  by  occupation  was  a 
lifelong  farmer,  following  that  vocation  in  his  na- 
tive county  until  1849,  in  which  year  he  moved  to 
Monroe  county,  settling  in  Ross  township,  where 


he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death,  in  1861.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  a Miss  Houck,  by  whom  he  had 
twelve  children,  namely : Abram,  who  resided  near 
Allentown,  Penn.,  where  he  died  leaving  a family; 
William  J.,  who  married  and  lived  in  Northampton 
county;  John,  born  in  Northampton  county,  who 
lived  on  his  farm  near  Bartonsville,  Monroe  county, 
till  his  death  (he  left  a family)  ; Joseph,  who  moved 
to  the  State  of  Indiana,  where  he  is  still  living  (he 
married  a native  of  his  own  State,  Pennsylvania)  ; 
Michael,  born  in  Northampton  county,  who  married 
and  settled  in  Easton,  that  county,  where  he  died, 
leaving  six  children ; Henry,  who  died  unmarried ; 
Christian,  who  was  drowned  in  the  Delaware  river 
when  a young  man,  while  bathing;  Barbara,  Mrs. 
John  Good,  of  Northampton  county;  Lena,  Mrs. 
Charles  Shannon,  of  Williamsburg,  Northampton 
county;  Catherine,  wife  of  Daniel  Knecht,  of  Naz- 
areth, Penn. ; Susan,  Mrs.  Thomas  Harper,  of 
Scranton,  Penn.,  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Samuel 
Knecht,  of  Newburg,  Northampton  county.  The 
mother  of  these  dying,  Mr.  Gruver  wedded  Miss 
Sarah  Holland,  of  Plainfield,  Northampton  county, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  five  children,  of  whom 
Peter  is  the  eldest.  Margaret,  born  in  Northampton 
county,  married  Barnet  Michael,  who  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  during  his  term, 
of  fever;  he  left  four  sons  and  one  daughter — Will- 
iam, Edward,  Abram,  Jeremiah  and  Alice  (who 
lives  in  New  Jersey).  Amanda  was  first  married 
to  William  Smith,  of  Ross  township,  Monroe  county, 
who  died  some  years  ago,  and  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  Frank  Corzeil,  of  Northampton  county;  by  her 
first  marriage  she  had  ten  children — Frank,  Stephen, 
Theodore,  Peter,  Ezra,  Alvin,  Freeman,  Adam, 
Emma  (Mrs.  Adam  Corzeil,  of  Hazleton,  Penn.) 
and  Alice  (Mrs.  John  Vanbuskirk).  Mrs.  Sarah 
Gruver  survived  her  husband  many  years,  her  death 
occurring  in  1887  at  the  home  of  Judge  Gruver, 
whom  she  was  visiting  at  the  time. 

Up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years  Peter  Gruver 
remained  in  the  county  of  his  birth,  where  he  attend- 
ed the  public  schools,  and  after  coming  with  his  par- 
ents to  Monroe  county  he  took  up  the  teacher’s  pro- 
fession, which  he  followed  with  unusual  success 
for  a period  of  sixteen  years.  He  was  united  in 
marriage,  June  16,  1855,  with  Miss  Annamarie  Alte- 
mus,  of  Ross  township,  whose  parents,  Joseph  and 
Catherine  Altemus,  were  prominent  residents  of  that 
part  of  Monroe  county,  and  in  about  1858  Mr.  Gru- 
ver bought  and  settled  upon  the  Jos.  Altemus  farm, 
near  the  village  of  Saylorsburg,  where  he  has  ever 
since  resided.  The  Judge  has  been  engaged  in 
various  enterprises,  merchandising,  etc.,  and  has 
held  numerous  offices  of  trust  in  his  township  and 
county,  but  he  has  never  neglected  his  farm,  and 
its  appearance  and  fertility  amply  repay  him  for  the 
care  and  attention  he  has  bestowed  upon  it.  The 
land  is  thoroughly  and  systematically  cultivated,  and 
has  been  materially  improved  by  its  present  owner, 
who  has  erected  a large  bank  barn,  substantial  out- 
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buildings  and  a commodious  two-story  residence, 
provided  with  all  modern  comforts  and  known  far 
and  wide  as  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  hospitable 
in  Monroe  county. 

From  early  manhood  Mr.  Graver's  natural  fit- 
ness and  capability  for  public  service  were  recog- 
nized by  his  fellow  citizens,  and  he  was  chosen  by  his 
townsmen  to  fill  various  positions  of  responsibility 
in  the  local  civil  administration,  in  all  of  which  he 
distinguished  himself  as  a man  of  high  integrity  and 
sterling  worth.  He  served  as  township  assessor  and 
for  fifteen  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  so  com- 
pletely satisfactory  was  his  service  in  these  incum- 
bencies that  in  1868  he  was  honored  with  election 
to  the  office  of  county  treasurer,  which  he  held  for 
one  term.  At  its  expiration  he  was  elected  associate 
judge  of  the  county,  and  subsequently  re-elected, 
discharging  the  duties  of  this  incumbency  with  be- 
coming dignity  for  ten  successive  years.  Judge 
Graver  has  also  served  the  people  as  county  auditor, 
and  throughout  his  career  as  a public  servant  he  dis- 
played a capacity  for  management,  a fidelity  to  duty 
and  a regard  for  the  wishes  of  his  constituents  that 
called  forth  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  who 
came  in  contact  with  him,  making  a record  second 
to  none  as  an  honorable  and  competent  official.  He 
has  always  been  one  of  the  active  political  workers 
of  his  county,  and  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
as  one  of  the  most  useful  and  enterprising  citizens 
within  her  borders. 

In  1880  Judge  Graver  embarked  in  the  general 
mercantile  business  in  Mcllhaney,  Monroe  county, 
continuing  there  for  two  and  a half  years,  and  in 
1884  he  and  Joseph  Titus  opened  a general  store  in 
the  village  of  Saylorsburg,  this  partnership  lasting 
for  three  years,  when  our  subject  disposed  of  his 
share  to  Mr.  Titus.  He  remained  with  the  business, 
however,  as  superintendent,  and  after  a year  formed 
a partnership  with  Mr.  Keller  and  bought  back  the 
store,  which  they  carried  on  thus  for  two  years  /when  it 
was  again  purchased  by  Mr.  Titus.  The  latter  leased 
part  and  sold  part  of  the  stock  to  Sydenham  Mengle, 
the  Judge  continuing  as  before  as  superintendent 
and  clerk  for  one  year.  Mr.  Mengle  was  in  the 
business  about  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
leased  his  interest  to  S.  D.  Newhart,  with  whom  our 
subj  ect  remained  as  superintendent  and  clerk  for  near- 
ly three  years,  since  when  he  had  devoted  his  time  to 
his  extensive  agricultural  interests.  Judge  Graver 
has  in  all  his  undertakings  given  evidence  of  his 
great  executive  ability,  adaptability  and  faculty  for 
successful  management,  and  these,  in  connection 
with  his  wonderful  energy,  have  brought  him  an 
enviable  degree  of  prosperity,  which  he  is  now  en- 
joying to  the  full  on  his  fine  farm  in  Ross  township. 
He  has  done  much  by  his  influence  for  the  advance- 
ment of  his  town  and  county,  and  he  is  as  progressive 
in  his  own  affairs  as  in  public  matters,  being  a man  of 
the  period  in  every  sense  and  thoroughly  up-to-date 
in  his  ideas  and  methods,  and  though  now  retired 
from  the  more  active  cares  of  life,  he  still  holds  his 
■own  as  a valuable  citizen,  whose  worth  is  appreci- 


ated in  the  community  to  whose  interests  so  many 
of  the  best  years  of  his  life  have  been  given 

To  Judge  and  Mrs.  Graver  have  been  born 
two  children,  Emma  and  Ellen.  The  eldest  daugh- 
ter became  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Vanbuskirk,  of 
Ross  township,  and  they  resided  in  that  township, 
where  he  died  in  1897;  he  left  two  children — Peter, 
who  married  Miss  Nettie  J.  Green,  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  has  one  son,  Ralph ; and  A.  D.,  unmarried, 
who  is  engaged  in  teaching  in  Monroe  county.  Ellen 
married  James  Altemus,  of  Saylorsburg,  and  they 
make  their  home  on  his  farm  near  that  village;  they 
have  four  children  living — Floyd  P.,  Melvin,  Arthur 
and  Beulah. 

JUDGE  SAMUEL  S.  DREHER,  deceased. 
This  distinguished  jurist,  who  died  at  his  home  in 
Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  June  28,  1893,  was 
for  twenty-three  years  the  President  Judge  of  the 
Twenty-second  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
his  election  to  that  office  following  a successful  ca- 
reer as  a general  practitioner  and  as  district  at- 
torney. Few  judges  have  served  so  long  a period, 
and  none  perhaps  have  won  such  widespread  ap- 
probation. His  unspotted  integrity  and  broad  com- 
prehension of  legal  principles  were  united  with  gen- 
uine kindliness  of  heart,  and  his  words  and  deeds 
were  marked  by  an  habitual  courtesy  which  gained 
the  friendship  and  confidence  of  men  of  every  grade 
and  condition.  Judge  Dreher  was  a native  of  Strouds- 
burg, and  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  that  town,  his  grandparents,  George  and  Lydia 
Dreher,  having  been  prominent  among  the  old- 
time  residents.  Michael  Dreher,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  passed  his  life  in  Stroudsburg,  engaging 
in  business  first  as  a tailor  and  later  as  a merchant, 
and  he  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza- 
beth Smith,  reared  a family  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest. 

Samuel  S.  Dreher  was  born  April  10,  1824, 
and  he  received  his  literary  education  at  Strouds- 
burg and  Bloomsburg.  When  a boy  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  tailor  shop,  but  on  leaving  school  he 
taught  for  a time,  receiving  at  first  $11  per  month, 
of  which  he  gave  $10  to  his  father.  He  had  al- 
ready determined  upon  the  law  as  a profession, 
and  while  teaching  he  devoted  his  spare  time  to 
his  legal  studies  with  Attorney  Dimmick  as  pre- 
ceptor. In  May,  1846,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar, 
and  at  once  engaged  in  practice  at  Stroudsburg  in 
partnership  with  his  preceptor,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Dimmick  & Dreher.  This  arrangement  lasted 
until  1854,  and  in  the  meantime  Mr.  Dreher  served 
two  terms  as  district  attorney.  On  the  dissolution 
of  the  firm  he  continued  his  practice  alone  until  his 
election,  in  1870,  to  the  office  of  President  Judge 
of  the  Twenty-secOnd  Judicial  District,  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Wayne,  Pike,  Monroe  and  Car- 
bon. Flis  extensive  practice  had  already  won  him 
a wide  acquaintance,  especially  in  the  three  coun- 
ties last  named,  and  in  his  new  position  he  gained 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a wider  circle.  In 
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April,  1874,  the  old  Twenty-second  District  was  di- 
vided, the  counties  of  Monroe  and  Carbon  forming 
a new  district,  and  in  the  fall  of  1880,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  Judge’s  first  term  of  ten  years,  he  was 
re-elected.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  was  again  chosen, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  served  nearly 
three  years  on  this  term,  making  one  of  the  longest 
periods  of  continuous  service  ever  spent  in  the  State 
in  a similar  position.  During  the  famous  Mollie 
McGuire  trials,  in  Carbon  county,  he  gained  a na- 
tional reputation  by  his  fearless  and  straightforward 
rulings,  which  resulted  in  the  breaking  up  of  the 
society,  through  the  execution  of  some  of  the  lead- 
ers and  the  imprisonment  of  others  for  long  terms. 
The  Judge  was  distinctly  a self-made  man,  for  he 
arose  to  his  eminent  position  by  diligence,  persever- 
ance and  the  exercise  of  his  native  ability.  Politi- 
cally he  was  a Democrat,  and  for  many  years  he 
wielded  a strong  influence  in  public  affairs  in  this 
section.  Before  his  election  as  judge  he  served  as 
president  of  the  Stroudsburg  National  Bank.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a Methodist,  he  and  his  wife 
having  joined  the  Church  at  the  same  time.  Fra- 
ternally he  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at 
Stroudsburg,  the  members  of  which  attended  his 
funeral  in  a body. 

On  December  21,  1844,  Mr.  Dreher  married 
Miss  Sallie  Phillips,  and  six  children  blessed  the 
union:  (1)  Anna  P.,  born  October  15,  1849,  mar- 
ried Joseph  Matlack,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Samuel  D.  (an  attorney  at 
law),  Paul  (a  real-estate  dealer  in  Philadelphia)  and 
Sarah.  (2)  Oscar,  born  March  9,  1852,  is  an  ac- 
countant. His  wife,  formerly  Miss  Lizzie  Baldwin, 
of  Stroudsburg,  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  one 
son,  Norman  B.,  who  is  employed  as  a court  ste- 
nographer. (3)  Elizabeth,  born  February  5,  1854, 
married  A.  A.  Dinsmore,  and  died  May  28,  1893, 
leaving  two  children,  Elizabeth  and  William  Frank. 

(4)  Howard,  born  April  24,  1856,  resides  in 
Lacygne,  Kans.  He  married  Miss  Grace  Deringer, 
of  that  place,  and  has  had  the  following  children. 
Ruth,  Sallie,  Ida,  Henry,  and  Anna  (deceased). 

(5)  Addie,  born  June  24,  1858,  married  Dr.  Mutch- 
ler,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  has  two  children,  Miles  H. 
and  Margaret  H.  (6)  Edith,  born  July  6,  1862, 
died  July  6,  1866. 

Mrs.  Dreher,  whose  ability  and  worth  made 
her  a true  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  was  born  Au- 
gust 15,  1826,  in  the  vicinity  of  Stroudsburg,  and 
was  educated  in  a private  school.  The  Phillips 
family  became  identified  with  Bucks  county,  Penn., 
at  an  early  date,  and  Mrs.  Dreher’s  grandfather, 
Thomas  Phillips,  was  a farmer  and  miller  there. 
Her  father,  Moses  Phillips,  was  born  in  1792,  in 
Bucks  county,  and  was  married  there  to  Miss  Chris- 
tiana Carey,  a lady  of  English  descent,  who  was 
born  in  the  year  1794,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Carey,  a farmer  in  that  county.  Soon  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Phillips  came  to  Monroe  county,  lo- 
cating first  upon  a farm  about  a mile  from  Strouds- 
burg, but  a few  years  later  he  sold  out  and  became 


a partner  in  a gristmill  in  Stroudsburg,  where  he 
died  in  1865.  He  and  his  wife,  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  1885,  were  both  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends.  They  had  ten  children:  Hannah, who  was 
an  infant  at  the  time  of  the  removal  to  Monroe 
county,  married  Dr.  Walton,  of  Stroudsburg,  and 
died  in  1893;  Mary,  deceased,  never  married;  Will- 
iam, a miller  by  trade,  died  in  St.  Louis,  from  chol- 
era; Samuel  is  a farmer  in  Monroe  county;  Sallie, 
Mrs.  Dreher,  is  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth ; Carey  is 
deceased;  Elizabeth  married  Samuel  Melick,  a jew- 
eler at  Stroudsburg;  Ellen,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  Reuben  Miller;  Louis  is  a jeweler  at  Hawley; 
and  Rachel  married  Michael  Brown,  a carpenter  at 
Stroudsburg. 

EBEN  H.  CLARK  has  from  early  manhood 
been  closely  identified  with  the  commercial  and  pub- 
lic affairs  of  ITonesdale  and  Wayne  county,  and  he 
is  at  present  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise 
business  in  Honesdale  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Clark  & Bullock.  He  is  a native  of  Wayne  county, 
born  November  6,  1845,  in  Cherry  Ridge  township, 
where  his  father,  Eben  Harris  Clark,  carried  on 
farming. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Perry  Clark,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  who  saw 
active  service  in  the  Colonial  army  when  the  British 
took  New  London.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  resided  for  many  years  near  Jewett  City,  New 
London  Co.,  Conn.  Later  he  migrated  to  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  but  he  returned  to  end  his  days  on 
the  old  Connecticut  homestead,  where  he  died  about 
1825,  aged  seventy-five  years.  One  daughter,  Mrs. 
Reuben  Brown,  settled  and  died  in  Cherry  Ridge 
township,  Wayne  county.  Another,  Mrs.  Thomas 
J.  Lindsey,  died  in  Honesdale.  Two  sons  served 
in  the  war  of  1812. 

Eben  Harris  Clark,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1810.  When  a 
young  man  he  came,  in  1832,  to  Greenfield,  Penn., 
where,  the  same  year,  he  married  Miss  Maria  E. 
Williams,  born  in  1810,  near  Jewett  City,  Conn. 
Her  father  was  a sea  captain,  and  died  on  the  ocean. 
Maria  E. Williams  came  to  Dundaff,Penn.,tolivewith 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Read.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Clark  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to 
Carbondale,  remaining  there  until  September,  1842, 
when  he  settled  at  what  is  now  Clark’s  Corners, 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county.  He  there 
rented  a hostlery  on  the  old  stage  turnpike  then  fre- 
quently traversed,  and  for  many  years  entertained 
"both  man  and  beast,”  becoming  one  of  the  most 
popular  inn-keepers  on  the  pike.  His  business  pros- 
pered and  he  purchased  the  property  and  thirty  acres 
of  land.  He  enlarged  the  hotel,  added  120  acres,  and 
kept  public  house  until  the  hotel  was  burned,  in 
June,  1877.  His  position  as  proprietor  of  a popu- 
lar hotel  made  Mr.  Clark  necessarily  a public  man. 
He  was  influential  in  politics,  and  in  the  social  life 
of  the  community.  A stanch  Democrat,  he  held 
many  offices  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  in- 
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eluding  those  of  supervisor,  school  director,  etc. 
Justice  and  integrity  were  the  keynotes  of  his  busi- 
ness principles.  His  wife  died  in  1862,  and  he  sub- 
sequently married  Julia  Cole,  widow  of  Mr.  Fan- 
ning. Mr.  Clark  died  in  1879.  The  children  sur- 
viving him  are  Maria  J.,  born  November  17,  1840, 
wife  of  Frederick  I.  Keen,  a liveryman  of  Hones- 
dale ; Perry  A.,  a well-known  farmer  of  Wayne 
county;  Susan  S.,  born  August  31,  1843,  wife  of 
Jolm  S.  Eno,  superintendent  of  the  Borden  Milk 
Condensing  factory,  at  Brewster,  Putnam  Co.,  N.Y. ; 
Eben  H.,  subject  of  this  sketch ; and  Emily  E.,  born 
July  4,  1850,  wife  of  William  M.  Sandercock,  a lum- 
ber dealer  of  Honesdale. 

Eben  H.  Clark  was  reared  on  the  farm  of  his 
birth,  and  in  his  youth  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Cherry  Ridge,  where  he  received  a practical  edu- 
cation. Up  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  he  con- 
tinued to  follow  farming  and  also  stock  droving  to 
some  extent ; but  mercantile  pursuits  have  since  oc- 
cupied his  attention.  He  commenced  as  clerk  in  a 
hardware  store  in  Honesdale,  in  which  he  subse- 
quently bought  a half  interest,  the  firm  becoming 
Jenkins  & Clark,  and  this  partnership  lasted  three 
years,  or  until  Mr.  Clark’s  election  to  the  office  of 
sheriff  of  Wayne  county.  He  was  chosen  to  this 
important  position  as  the  candidate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  in- 
cumbency January  1,  1883,  serving  very  creditably 
for  one  term ; for  the  two  years  following  he  acted 
as  deputy  for  his  successor.  Mr.  Clark  now  re- 
ceived the  appointment  to  the  position  of  postmaster 
at  Honesdale,  under  President  Cleveland,  and,  re- 
signing the  office  of  deputy  sheriff,  held  this  new 
one  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  be- 
came a member  of  the  firm  of  Clark  & Bullock,  and 
again  devoted  himself  to  business.  They  carry  on 
general  merchandising,  and  have  a large  and  profit- 
able patronage,  which  they  have  gained  by  sound 
methods  and  honorable  dealings  with  all  their  custo- 
mers. Mr.  Clark  has  also  been  mayor  of  Hones- 
dale, and  no  higher  praise  for  past  service  or  more 
substantial  token  of  the  regard  in  which  he  is  held 
by  his  fellow  citizens  could  be  desired  by  any  man 
than  repeated  election  to  such  important  municipal 
positions.  Mr.  Clark  has,  in  his  various  incum- 
bencies, shown  himself  worthy  of  the  confidence 
and  trust  reposed  in  him  by  the  community,  and 
they  on  their  part  have  shown  their  appreciation  of 
his  faithfulness  by  giving  him  their  hearty  sup- 
port. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married,  on  December  11,  1867, 
to  Miss  Laura  E.  Eno,  who  was  born  in  Seelyville, 
Wayne  county,  in  July,  1845,  daughter  of  Daniel 
M.  Eno,  and  they  have  reared  a family  of  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Elizabeth,  Herbert  E.,  Edward  Perry, 
Bertha  Laura  and  Daniel  Marcus.  Elizabeth,  born  at 
Cherry  Ridge,  August  22,  1869,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Bullock  (Mr.  Clark’s  partner  in  business), 
and  has  had  four  children,  Charlotte,  Laura,  Carl, 
and  one  deceased.  Herbert  E.,  born  December 
11,  1871,  at  Cherry  Ridge,  was  married  June  15, 


1899,  to  Clarrie  Williams,  of  New  Berlin,  N.  Y. ; he 
has  been  employed  for  the  last  ten  years  by  the- 
Borden  Condensed  Milk  Co.,  of  New  York.  Ed- 
ward Perry,  born  September  30,  1873,  at  Cherry 
Ridge,  is  a graduate  of  Hahnemann  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  and  one  of  Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  Homeo- 
pathic Hospital,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Connellsville,  Penn.  Bertha 
Laura,  born  October  1,  1876,  at  Honesdale,  is  at 
home.  Daniel  Marcus,  born  September  28,  1880, 
at  Llonesdale,  is  now  taking  a course  at  Pierce’s 
Business  College,  Philadelphia. 

DEACON  ASA  HOLLISTER,  deceased, 
was  for  many  years  a highlv-respected  and  hon- 
ored citizen  of  Wayne  county,  where  he  made  his 
home  throughout  life.  He  was  born  in  Sterling 
township,  Wayne  county,  February  9,  1815,  the 
only  son  and  eldest  child  of  William  and  Polly 
(Jones)  Hollister,  who  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, of  English  descent.  They  became  acquainted 
and  were  married  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  March 
25,  1814.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Hollis- 
ter, spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Nutmeg  State,  was 
a wealthy  land  owner,  and  also  had  an  interest  in  a 
cotton  factory.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
Asa  and  Polly  Jones,  of  Connecticut. 

When  our  subject  was  six  years  old  he  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  where 
they  lived  twelve  years,  thence  returning  to  Wayne 
county,  and  settling  in  Salem.  The  father  was 
born  February  11,  1792,  and  died  in  1873;  the 
mother  was  born  September  26,  1794.  The  re- 
mains of  both  are  interred  at  Salem  Corners.  They 
had  one  son,  Asa,  and  several  daughters,  namely: 
Jerusha,  born  November  12,  1817,  married  James 
Waite,  and  is  now  deceased ; Harriet,  born  Decem- 
ber 20,  1821,  is  the  widow  of  James  Waite,  and  a 
resident  of  Hollisterville ; Laura,  born  October  26, 
1824,  is  the  widow  of  Hon.  A.  B.  Walker,  a repre- 
entative  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  makes  her 
home  in  Nicholson,  Penn.;  Mary  J.,  born  July  11, 
1828,  married  John  Walker,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased; Amanda,  born  March  21,  1830,  is  the  wife 
of  L.  G'.  Clearwater,  of  Salem  township ; Eliza  G., 
born  June  14,  1836,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Noble, 
of  Sterling  township : and  Emily  C.,  born  October 
20,  1838,  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Leonard,  a farmer 
of  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Asa  Hollister  never  left  the  parental  roof  until 
he  was  married,  March  14,  1848,  to  Miss  Lodusky 
Purdy,  of  Purdyville,  Wayne  county.  She  was 
born  July  3,  1820,  on  the  old  Purdy  homestead  at 
that  place,  a daughter  of  Solomon  and  Mvnis 
(Nicholson)  Purdy,  who  were  married  July  24, 
1803.  Her  father  was  born  April  18,  1775,  and 
died  June  10,  1855  ; her  mother  was  born  Septem- 
ber 1,  1785,  and  died  October  7,  1854.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children  : ( 1 ) Anna  Purdy,  born 
April  10,  1804,  married  Jonas  Sutton,  who  died' 
January  13,  1863,  and  she  died  July  2,  18 — . (2) 
Abbott  N.  Purdy,  born  June  30,  1806,  died  June 
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12,  1866.  (3)  Harriet  Purdy,  born  May  10,  1808, 
married  Jason  Bass,  who  died  in  1862,  and  she  died 
January  10,  1857.  (4)  Marenda  Purdy,  born  July 
11,  1810,  married  the  Hon.  A.  W.  Gray;  they  first 
lived  in  Nebraska,  in  which  State  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,  and  they  now  live  retired  in 
Lemoore,  Kings  county,  Cal.  Five  of  their  ten 
children  are  living,  E.  F.,  a noted  criminal  lawyer, 
who  has  two  daughters,  Vesta  ( now  a practicing 
lawyer),  and  Etta  (a  student  preparing  for  the  same 
profession);  Reuben,  a farmer;  Mary,  wife  of 
George  W.  Cody,  a farmer;  Josephine,  wife  of 
Isaac  FI.  Ham;  and  Wheaton,  superior  judge  of 
Tulare  county,  Cal.  (5)  Alzina  Purdy,  born  Novem- 
ber ig,  1816,  married  Asa  Onley,  who  died  October 
30,  1855,  and  she  died  September  4,  1848.  (6)  Lo- 
duskv  Purdy  is  next  in  the  family.  (7)  Chora  Pur- 
dy, born  April  15,  1822,  married  Alvin  Purdy,  and 
died  March  25,  1877.  (8)  Zenas  Purdy,  born  No- 
vember 15,  1825,  died  when  three  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Hollister’s  paternal  grandparents,  Will- 
iam and  Rachel  Purdy,  were  married  October  25, 
1769,  and  shortly  afterward  located  in  Paupack 
township,  Wayne  county.  He  was  the  founder  of 
the  first  Baptist  Church  established  in  the  county, 
and  in  many  ways  was  prominently  identified  with 
the  early  development  and  prosperity  of  this  section 
of  the  State.  He  served  through  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  died  March  1,  1824,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  October  20,  1828.  It  is  supposed  that  in  their 
family  were  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, among  whom  were  William,  Phoebe,  Ebenezer, 
Solomon,  James,  Abner  and  Rachel. 

The  Purdys  were  originally  Norsemen,  from 
Denmark  or  Norway,  and  it  is  believed  that  they 
were  among  their  countrymen  who  conquered  a 
portion  of  France,  afterward  known  as  Normandy, 
and  several  German  provinces.  They  also  went  with 
William  the  Conqueror  to  England,  when  he  made 
conquest  of  that  island,  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Rye,  from  which  place  they  came  to  America.  The 
German  branch  spells  the  name  Perdv ; the  French, 
Pardee;  the  English,  Purdy;  but  the  Norse  spelling 
is  not  known  at  the  present  time.  On  the' maternal 
side  Mrs.  Flollister  is  descended  also  from  Revolu- 
tionary stock.  Her  grandfather  Nicholson  was  a' 
soldier  in  that  war,  his  widow  receiving  a pension 
for  many  years  before  her  death. 

The  married  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hollister 
was  a happy  one,  and  on  March  14,  1873,  they  cele- 
brated their  Silver  Wedding.  They  made  their 
home  in  Hollisterville,  but  traveled  extensively  over 
the  United  States,  twice  visiting  California.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  March  23,  1892, 
at  the  present  home  of  Mrs.  Hollister,  they  had 
been  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church  for  forty 
years,  and  always  took  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  all  Church  work.  Mr.  Hollister  was  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  Prohibition  party 
in  his  community,  and  possessed  fine  social  quali- 
ties, which  gained  for  him  a host  of  friends.  His 
funeral,  which  was  conducted  by  Rev.  A.  W.  Leve- 


see,  at  the  Baptist  Church  in  Hollisterville,  wras  one 
of  the  largest  ever  held  in  the  village.  He  was  a 
man  of  sterling  integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose, 
and  despised  all  unworthy  or  questionable  methods 
to  secure  success  in  any  undertaking  or  for  any 
purpose,  or  to  promote  his  own  advancement  in  any 
direction.  He  was  an  earnest  and  consistent  Chris- 
tian, and  it  is  our  duty  to  mark  our  appreciation  of 
such  a man,  one  true  to  every  relation  of  life.  Mrs. 
ITollister  was  her  husband’s  partner  in  all  good 
works,  and  has  given  her  home  to  advance  the  cause 
of  Christianity  on  earth.  Though  not  a graduate, 
Mrs.  Hollister  was  given  a certificate  to  teach  the 
higher  branches,  which  she  did  with  great  success 
for  a period  of  eight  years.  Each  summer  she 
makes  a visit  to  California,  but  still  continues  to  re- 
side in  Flollisterville,  where  she  is  widely  known 
and  admired  for  her  many  excellencies  of  char- 
acter. 

AMANDUS  POSSINGER  is  a leading  citizen 
of  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  has 
spent  his  entire  life,  his  birth  occurring  there  Octo- 
ber 11,  1837.  His  grandfather,  John  Possinger, . 
was  a native  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  whence  in  an 
early  day  he  came  to  Monroe  county,  and  took  up- 
300  acres  of  land  in  Jackson  township,  on  which  he 
located  in  1811.  He  was  a blacksmith  and  tin- 
smith by  trade,  but  also  engaged  in  farming.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Handeline,  and  to  them  were 
born  six  children — three  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Joseph  Possinger,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born.  February  4,  1802,  and  always  resided  in  Jack- 
son  township.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Margaret  Becker,  a native  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, and  a daughter  of  Henry  Becker.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born  the  following  children : 
Rosanna,  now  the  widow  of  Philip  Frailey,  and  a 
resident  of  Jackson  township;  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of 
Sebastian  Singer,  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county ; Peter,  a farmer  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.  ;■ 
John,  a fanner  of  Jackson  township;  Amandus,  the 
subject  of  this  review;  Joseph,  a farmer  and  car- 
penter of  Jackson  township  ; Catherine,  wife  of  God- 
frey Ruff,  of  Wyalusing,  Bradford  county ; Mar- 
garet, who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years ; and 
Edwin,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  father  departed 
this  life  July  17,  1877,  and  the  mother  on  February 
10,  1885. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority  Amandus  Pos- 
singer remained  at  home,  assisting  his  father  and  at- 
tending the  common  schools.  He  began  life  for 
himself  by  working  on  the  farm  and  in  the  lumber 
woods,  where  he  was  first  engaged  in  peeling  bark, 
and  in  1865  commenced  work  at  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  a number  of  years.  At 
present  his  attention  is  principally  occupied  by  his 
official  duties  and  the  management  of  his  farm  of 
nineteen  acres  in  Jackson  township. 

On  March  20,  1864,  Mr.  Possinger  wedded  Miss 
Mary  A.  Williams,  who  died  December  3,  1892, 
leaving  three  children : Edward’,  a carpenter  of 
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Jackson  township ; Emma,  wife  of  W.  B.  Morton, 
a railroad  employe  living  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
Minnie  A.,  wife  of  N.  D.  lvresge,  a plasterer,  also 
of  Cleveland.  Mr.  Possinger  was  again  married, 
August  31,  1897,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Mary  (Shietz)  Singer,  widow  of  Elias  Singer,  and 
daughter  of  John  Shietz.  She  was  born  in  Chest- 
nut Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  February  8, 

l837-  . . 

Like  his  father  before  him,  Mr.  Possinger  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
ever  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local 
political  affairs.  He  has  served  on  the  jury  and  as 
jury  commissioner  of  Monroe  county,  and  was  twice 
candidate  for  county  commissioner,  making  a good 
showing  among  the  fifteen  candidates  in  1893.  In 
1879  he  was  first  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  Jack- 
son  township,  and  by  re-election  has  continuously 
filled  that  office  in  a most  creditable  and  acceptable- 
manner  until  the  present  time.  He  also  held  local 
township  offices,  such  as  auditor  and  assessor.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  a Lutheran,  and  his  wife  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Reformed  Church. 

HON.  GEORGE  S.  PURDY,  now  President 
Judge  of  the  Twenty-second  Judicial  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  the  township  of  Paupack, 
Wayne  county,  January  24,  1839.  His  parents  were 
Abbot  N.  Purdy  and  Eliza,  daughter  of  Elder 
George  Dobel,  a Baptist  minister  who  emigrated 
from  England  in  1818  and  settled  in  the  southern 
part  of  Wayne  county — then  a wilderness.  Judge 
Purdy  descends  trom  a pioneer  family  in  Wayne 
county,  this  having  been  the  ancestral  home  on  his 
father's  side  for  more  than  a century.  Elis  great- 
grandfather, William  Purdy,  a minister  of  the  Bap- 
tist denomination  (whose  father  was  Peter  Purdy), 
emigrated  from  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  and  settled 
in  Paupack  township  in  1792.  Solomon,  a son  of 
William  Purdy,  married  Mynis,  a daughter  of 
Francis  Nocholson,  who  had  been  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
the  settlement  of  Salem  township,  and  their  son, 
Abbot  N.,  was  the  father  of  Judge  Purdy. 

The  Purdy  family  was  of  Norse  origin.  The  con- 
quests of  the  Northmen,  in  the  ninth,  tenth  and  elev- 
enth centuries,  carried  many  of  its  members  into  Ger- 
many, France  and  England.  In  Germany  the  name 
took  the  form  of  Perty ; in  France,  that  of  Pardee; 
and  in  England,  that  of  Purdy.  Those  of  the  name 
who  came  to  England  with  the  Norman  army  settled 
in  Sussex,  near  the  town  of  Rye.  In  1656  three 
brothers  of  the  family  emigrated  to  America,  and 
settled  in  Vermont,  near  Burlington.  Some  time 
"before  the  Revolution  a number  of  their  descendants 
removed  to  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  and  on  the 
shore  of  Long  Island  Sound  founded  a village  which 
they  named  Rye,  after  the  ancestral  home  in  Eng- 
land. From  this  point  the  family  spread  in  various 
directions,  some  of  them  crossing  the  State  line  into 
Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  whence  Rev.  William  Purdy 
•emigrated  to  Pennsylvania. 


Abbot  N.  Purdy,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Paupack  township  in  1806,  and  here  re- 
mained, engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering,  until 
his  death  in  1866.  He  was  a man  of  strong  moral 
and  intellectual  force,  and  of  strict  integrity  of  char- 
acter. Elis  wife  survived  him  ten  years.  They  left 
six  children : Harriet  Cochran,  of  Philadelphia ; 

George  S.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Caroline  D., 
of  Chicago ; Stacy  D.,  of  La  Crosse,  Wis. ; Marion 
L.,  wife  of  F.  O.  Wyatt,  of  Chicago;  and  Ann  Au- 
gusta, also  of  Chicago. 

Aside  from  such  facilities  as  were  afforded  by 
the  public  schools,  Judge  Purdy’s  educational  advan- 
tages were  very  limited,  and  his  acquisition  of  the 
practical  part  of  the  academic  course  of  the  period 
was  largely  the  result  of  self-culture.  On  reaching 
manhood  he  devoted  much  of  the  time,  for  four 
years,  to  teaching ; and,  for  the  latter  part  of  this 
period,  was  principal  of  the  graded  school  of  the 
borough  of  Providence — now  a part  of  the  city  of 
Scranton.  Subsequently  he  was  employed  as  book- 
keeper for  the  large  tanning  establishments  at 
Ledgedale  and  Middle  Valley.  In  1866  he  accepted 
the  appointment  of  commissioners’  clerk,  which  po- 
sition he  held  for  nearly  ten  years.  He  was  admit- 
-ted  to  the  Bar  May  9,  1873.  In  September  of  the 
same  year  he  was  married  to  Agnes  C.  Addoms, 
step-daughter  of  Hon.  Otis  Avery.  He  began  act- 
ive professional  practice  in  1876. 

As  a lawyer  Judge  Purdy  was  methodical  and 
far-sighted  in  the  preparation  of  his  cases ; lucid, 
accurate,  and  comprehensive  in  their  presentation; 
wary,  vigilant  and  strenuous  in  their  trial,  and  log- 
ical and  practical  in  argument.  He  proceeded  with 
evident  clearness  of  view,  directness  of  purpose,  and 
earnestness,  and  with  a self-possession  and  mental 
equipoise  not  easily  shaken.  He  commanded  the 
respect  of  the  Bench  and  Bar,  rapidly  won  public 
confidence,  and  in  a few  years  was  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  profession. 

In  1893  he  was  nominated  by  the  Wayne  county 
Democratic  convention  for  President  Judge.  The 
Democracy  of  Pike  county  presented  the  name  of 
Lion.  D.  M.  Van  Auken  as  their  candidate.  The 
conferees  of  the  two  counties  were  unable  to  agree, 
and  both  candidates  remained  in  the  field,  with  Judge 
Seely  as  the  Republican  nominee.  At  the  election 
which  followed,  Judge  Purdy  received  a majority 
vote  in  Wayne  county,  but  lack  of  time  prevented 
an  adequate  canvass  of  Pike  in  his  behalf ; the  bulk 
of  the  Democratic  vote  of  that  county  was  cast  for 
Mr.  VanAuken,  and  Judge  Seely  was  elected — his 
plurality  in  the  district  being  only  261  votes  over 
Judge  Purdy.  Though  the  contest  between  the 
friends  of  the  competing  candidates  had  been  very 
heated,  and  marked  with  acrimony  on  some  points, 
Judge  Purdy  manifested  no  resentment  toward  his 
opponents,  but  met  the  result  with  an  equanimity 
that  won  general  admiration  and  respect,  and  led 
to  an  appreciation  of  his  character  which  contributed 
largely  to  the  satisfactory  result  of  the  judicial  can- 
vass ten  vears  later. 
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In  1893  the  Democrats  of  Pike  and  Wayne 
united  in  the  nomination  of  Judge  Purdy  for  the 
next  judicial  term;  Judge  Seely  declined  a re-nomi- 
nation, and  Judge  Purdy  was  endorsed  by  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  was  elected  without  opposition. 
Thus  he  took  his  seat  on  the  Bench  with  the  united 
support  of  the  people  and  the  Bar  of  the  district, 
irrespective  of  party ; and,  in  the  six  years  of  his 
term  that  have  already  expired,  he  has  amply  dem- 
onstrated the  wisdom  of  this  unanimous  choice. 

Judge  Purdy  has  brought  to  the  discharge  of  his 
judicial  duties  the  grasp  of  essential  facts,  the  com- 
prehensive knowledge  of  law,  and  the  accurate  per- 
ception of  the  governing  principles  in  the  case  in 
hand,  which  distinguished  him  at  the  Bar,  accom- 
panied with  the  impartiality,  freedom  from  bias,  and 
independence  of  action  which  are  recognized  as  in- 
dispensable to  the  due  administration  of  justice. 
As  a result,  his  decisions,  generally,  mark  the  end  of 
litigation.  Only  once  in  the  past  six  years  of  his  ad- 
ministration has  his  ruling  been  reversed  by  the 
appellate  courts. 

Besides  fulfilling  the  judicial  duties,  Judge 
Pv  . dv  is  successfully  directing  several  extensive 
business  enterprises.  As  a citizen,  he  is  honored 
and  esteemed- among  all  classes.  He  is  a man  of 
large  heart,  and  liberal  views,  and  is  ever  ready 
to  aid  in  any  worthy  enterprise  or  deserving  char- 
ity. He  is  not  a member  of  any  religious  denomi- 
nation, but  is  an  attendant,  and  financial  contributor, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  influences  of  his 
refined  home,  on  Park  street,  presided  over  by  his 
estimable  wife,  reach  out  into  various  circles  of 
social  life,  and  radiate  a warmth  of  hospitality  and 
good  cheer  which  make  it  a blessing  and  an  honor 
to  the  beautiful  little  city  of  Honesdale. 

PETER  H.  ROBESON,  a venerable  and  high- 
ly esteemed  citizen  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county, 
known  far  and  near  as  “Uncle  Peter,”  has  been  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  active 
life.  His  homestead,  which  is  a part  of  the  old 
Stroud  estate,  is  now  within  the  limits  of  South 
Stroudsburg,  and  his  handsome  residence  is  at- 
tractively located  on  Main  street. 

Uncle  Peter  was  born  July  22,  1828,  at  his  pres- 
ent home,  and  is  of  Scotch  ancestry  in  the  paternal 
line.  Plis  grandfather,  Robeson,  who  was  a native 
of  Philadelphia,  married  a daughter  of  John  Paul, 
one  of  the  founders  of  that  city.  Later  he  removed 
to  Oxford,  N.  J.,  where  he  purchased  property  con- 
taining iron  ore,  which  he  sold  some  time  previous 
to  his  death.  His  wife  made  her  home  in  Strouds- 
burg for  some  years,  but  died  in  Philadelphia. 
This  worthy  couple  had  one  son,  Morris  D.,  our 
subject’s  father. 

Morris  D.  Robeson  was  born  January  3,  1804, 
and  died  March  30,  1856.  His  youth  was  spent 
chiefly  in  Oxford,  N.  J.,  whence  in  early  manhood 
he  removed  to  Stroudsburg  to  learn  the  tanner’s 
trade.  His  father’s  death  left  him  in  the  possession 
of  considerable  property,  and  its  management  oc- 


upied  his  attention.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen, - 
noted  for  his  wisdom,  and  he  was  called  to  fill  many 
offices,  including  that  of  justice  of  the  peace.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a Quaker,  his  parents  having 
belonged  to  that  society.  He  was  married  No- 
cember  24,  1825,  to  Miss  Emily  ITollinshead,  born 
November  24,  1805,  died  March  20,  1840.  They 
had  five  children : William  C.  Stroudsburg,  born 
November  8,  1826,  died  October  25,  1833  ; Peter  H., 
our  subject;  Edwin  D.,  born  November  24,  1830, 
died  February  8,  1831 ; James  W.,  born  January  17, 
1834,  died  November  2,  1838;  and  Joseph  M.,  born 
August  29,  1835,  died  December  7,  1865. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  Stroudsburg,  and 
in  Princeton,  N.  J.,  and  on  leaving  school  he  settled 
at  the  old  homestead.  Later  he  purchased  another 
farm,  and  both  have  been  kept  in  a fine  state  of  culti- 
vation under  his  able  management.  Plis  home  is 
a center  of  hospitality,  and  he  has  a large  circle  of 
friends  attracted  by  his  sterling  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart.  Pie  is  generous  and  genial,  and  is  noted 
for  his  outspoken  honesty,  being  quick  to  see  and 
condemn  any  sham  or  hypocrisy.  Politically  he  is 
not  bound  by  party  ties,  so  he  votes  for  the  best 
men  and  measures  as  occasion  may  seem  to  demand. 
He  married  Miss  Martha  Dreher,  born  August  27, 
1827,  died  February  10,  1891,  and  they  had  four  chil- 
dren : (I)  William  D.,  born  October  8,  1848,  was- 
married  February  8,  1873,  to  Miss  Mary  Marsh, 
born  October  11,  1850.  They  have  had  six  children, 
(1)  Hattie,  born  November  24,  1873,  was  married 
June  22,  1892,  to  Aaron  Dixon,  born  April  19,  1872, 
and  they  had  three  children,  William,  born  October 

14,  1893;  Plazel,  born  February  21,  1896;  and 

Georgiana,  born  December  24,  1897.  (2)  Blanche, 

born  August  26,  1875,  married  Edwin  Canfield. 
(3)  Bessie,  born  October  24,  1877,  died  November 
26,  1880.  (4)  Morris,  born  November  30,  1879. 

(5)  Fred  C.,  born  March  7,  1881.  (6)  Harry  C., 

born  September  24,  1883.  (II)  Silas  D.,  born  Oc- 
tober 27,  1850,  was  married  September  26,  1872,  to 
Elizabeth  Thomas,  born  March  4,  1852.  They  have 
two  children  : May,  born  April  21,  1874;  and  George 
W.,  born  December  29,  1878.  May  was  married 
May  8,  1895,  t°  Hiram  P.  Van  Auken,  born  Septem- 
ber 1 6,  1867,  and  they  have  two  children,  Howard 
R.,  born  June  27,  1896,  and  Margaret  E.,  born  May 
9,  1899.  (HI)  Edward,  born  September  25,  1858, 
died  in  February,  i860.  (IV)  Emily,  born  January 

15,  1862,  was  married  August  1,  1880,  to  Charles 
M.  Bryant,  born  July  7,  1859.  They  have  three 
children:  James  R.,  born  May  24,  1882;  Hessie  M., 
born  January  22,  1886;  and  William  H.,  born  April 
12,  1S93. 

On  the  maternal  side  Mr.  Robeson  'is  a de- 
scendant of  Jacob  Stroud,  the  founder  of  Strouds- 
burg, and,  through  that  worthy  pioneer,  from  Sir 
William  Stroud,  an  associate  of  Pym,  Hampden, 
Hollis  and  Hazelrig,  in  the  English  House  of  Com- 
mons during  the  stirring  times  of  Charles  I.  The 
records  state  that  on  Wednesday,  April  16,  1621,  Sir 
William  moved  that  “tobacco  be  banished  wholly  out 
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of  the  kingdom,  and  that  it  may  not  be  brought  in 
from  any  part  nor  used  amongst  us.”  This  was  in  the 
reign  of  James  I,  and  that  the  Knight  was  a fa- 
vorite with  his  constituents  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  he  kept  his  seat  through  the  succeeding  reign. 
Ko  bold  were  he  and  his  four  comrades  in  upholding 
the  rights  of  the  people  that  on  January  4,  1642, 
King  Charles  I,  after  calling  the  names  of  these  five 
men,  accused  them  of  treason,  and  demanded  that 
they  should  be  given  up  to  him.  Both  Houses  of 
Parliament  refused,  and  the  City  of  London  de- 
fended them  by  arms,  thus  foiling  the  King  in  his 
attempt  to  beat  down  the  opposition.  Many  descend- 
ants of  Sir  William  are  still  to  be  found  in  Great 
Britain,  especially  in  the  town  of  Stroud,  in  Glou- 
cestershire. Bernard  Stroud,  the  father  of  Jacob, 
was  born  there,  and  according  to  his  recollection  the 
family  occupied  a large  house,  and  had  many  serv- 
ants. At  the  age  of  five  years  he  came  to  America 
with  his  parents,  who  died  a few  years  later,  and 
'his  youth  was  spent  near  Amwell,  N.  J.,  among 
some  kindly  farmers.  He  married  Keziah  Harker, 
daughter  of  one  of  his  protectors,  and  afterward 
settled  upon  a farm  in  Northampton  county,  Penn. 
They  had  nine  children,  including  five  sons,  James, 
Jacob,  Bernard,  Samuel  and  one,  probably  named 
John,  who  was  killed  in  early  manhood  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war.  Of  the  four  daughters,  Jemima  mar- 
ried Aaron  Depni ; Jane  wedded  Enoch  Anderson; 
while  Keziah  and  Deborah  did  not  marry. 

Jacob  Stroud  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  January 
15,  1 735^  and  during  his  boyhood  he  was  placed 
with  Nicholas  Depni,  the  owner  of  a large  estate  at 
:Shawnee,  on  the  Delaware  river,  near  the  Water 
Gap,  to  learn  farming.  Soon  after  he  came  of  age 
the  French  and  Indian  war  began,  and  he  enlisted 
for  five  years  with  the  English  army.  Three  of  his 
brothers  entered  the  Provincial  army,  Samuel  being 
the  only  one  who  did  not  become  a soldier.  The 
brothers  made  a practice  of  meeting  after  each  battle, 
and  Jacob  often  spoke  of  the  sad  evening  when  but 
two  met  him  at  the  rendezvous,  and  of  the  mourn- 
ful search  in  the  clear  moonlight  for  the  dead  body 
of  the  missing  one.  In  August,  1757,  Jacob  was 
among  the  garrison  at  Fort  William  Henry,  and  he 
took  part  in  the  attack  upon  Quebec,  September  13, 
1759, being  one  of  the  three  who  carried  the  wounded 
Gen.  Wolfe  behind  the  rocks  and  heard  his  last  words. 
At  the  end  of  his  term  he  returned  to  his  native  place, 
where  he  was  married  on  April  6,  1761,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  MacDowell,  who  was  born  June  q,  1743, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Depni)  Mac- 
Dowell. On  the  paternal  side  she  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  while  her  maternal  grandfather, 
Nicholas  Depni,  was  a French  Huguenot  who  fled 
to  Holland  in  1685,  and  twenty  years  later  came  to 
America,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Winifred 
(Rose),  and  several  children.  Soon  after  his  mar- 
riage Jacob  Stroud  engaged  in  transporting  supplies 
to  Fort  Pitt,  near  Pittsburg,  for  the  general  gov- 
ernment, and  later  he  was  employed  by  Abel  James, 
of  Philadelphia,  in  carrying  provisions  to  the  sparse- 


ly settled  regions  north  of  the  present  site  of 
Stroudsburg.  This  led  to  his  settlement  in  that  vi- 
cinity, and  as  the  locality  became  more  thickly  in- 
habited he  became  one  of  the  chief  citizens  of  the 
growing  colony.  According  to  one  writer  he  owned 
4,000  acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death,  but 
this  probably  referred  only  to  his  estates  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Stroudsburg.  During  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  he  held  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  local 
militia,  and  on  July  8,  1776,  he  was  elected  a member 
of  the  convention  to  form  the  first  constitution  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  1781  he  was  elected  a representa- 
tive from  his  county  to  the  lower  house  of  the  legis- 
lature where  he  served  three  years.  He  died  on  July 
14,  1806,  and  his  estimable  wife  passed  away  May  5, 
1 8 1 1 . Their  children  were  Hannah,  Jane,  John, 
Sarah,  Daniel,  Rachel  and  Rebecca,  Ann,  Jemima, 
Deborah,  Elizabeth  and  Jacob  MacDowell,  the  mem- 
bers of  this  generation  being  distinguished  in  this 
account  by  Roman  numerals. 

(I)  Hannah,  born  October  11,  1763,  was  mar- 
ried in  1782,  to  John  Starburd,  born  March  25,  1754. 
They  had  seven  children,  their  names  and  dates  of 
birth  being  as  follows  : Jacob,  August  11,  1784;  John, 
July  31,  1786;  Elizabeth,  December  15,  1788;  Will- 
iam, May  27,  1798;  Daniel,  May  2,  1800,  died  Oc- 
tober 14,  1800;  Peter,  November  15,  1803,  died 
March  1,  1823  ; and  Franklin,  March  28,  1807. 

(II)  Jane,  born  November  15,  1765,  married 
John  Bush,  and  removed  to  New  York  State.  It  is 
not  known  whether  or  not  she  left  descendants. 

(III)  John,  born  July  12,  1768,  married  Eliza- 

beth De  Puy,  and  had  three  children : ( 1 ) Ellen 
De  Puv  married  Joseph  Kerr,  of  Stroudsburg.  (2) 
Rachel  De  Puy  married  Dr.  Charles  Vale,  who  died 
January  19,  1836;  they  had  four  children:  Davis; 
Harriet  C.,  born  in  1830,  died  January  3,  1831 ; 
Ellen  D.,  died  August,  1834;  and  Ann  Eliza,  born 
August  3,  1835,  died  August  15,  1833.  (3)  Eliza- 

beth Depuy  married  Henry  Dills,  and  had  five  chil- 
dren: Alfred,  Rachel,  Ellen,  WilliamH.  and  Jacob. 

(IV)  Sarah,  born  June  6,  1770,  was  married 
in  1794,  to  Dr.  James  Hollinshead,  born  December 
31,  1769,  in  Philadelphia.  They  had  twelve  chil- 
dren: (1)  Sallie,  born  March  27,  1795;  (2)  James 
W.,  born  July  3,  1790,  died  September  30,  1799; 
(3)  Edwin  A.,  born  January  6,  1798;  (4)  Stroud 
J.,  born  September  9,  1800,  who  is  mentioned  below  ; 
(5)  Elizabeth,  born  October  1,  1801,  died  August 

7,  1802.  (6)  Daniel,  born  April  8,  1803,  was  mar- 

ried July  9,  1830,  to  Rachel  Sherredan,  born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1807,  and  had  three  children:  Daniel, 
born  in  1832,  John  H.,  born  September  29,  1834,  and 

, born  November  18,  1836;  (7)  Elizabeth, 

born  in  March,  1805  ; (8)  William,  born  September 
6,  1806;  (9)  Ann  L.,  born  December  27,  1809,  died 
July  25,  1825;  (10)  Harriet,  born  October  13,  1813, 
died  December  21,  1815;  (11)  James,  born  May, 
1814,  died  March  5,  1831  ; and  (12)  Henry.  Stroud 
J.  Hollingshead,  born  September  9,  1800,  was  mar- 
ried February  2,  1821,  to  Jeannett  La  Bar,  born  May 

8,  1803.  They  had  five  children:  (1)  Harriet,  born 
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.November  19,  1821  ; (2)  Sallie  born  January  26, 
1822;  (3)  Dr.  Frank,  born  June  6,  1826,  married 
John  Malvin,  born  February  21,  1826,  and  had  two 
children,  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Edwin  A.  Bell,  and 
Edward  P.,  both  of  Stroudsburg;  (4)  William,  a 
druggist,  born  November  6,  1835;  and  (5)  Caro- 
line, deceased  in  infancy. 

(V)  Daniel  Stroud,  born  May  22,  1772,  was 

married  first  August  7,179240  Elizabeth  Shoemaker, 
by  whom  he  had  the  following  children : ( 1 ) Charles, 
born  April  9,  1793,  was  married  June  10,  1819,  to 
Susan  Burson,  born  November  24,  1 795>  and  had 
eight  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are 
as  follows:  Eliza,  March  7,  1820;  Lydia  B.,  Septem- 
ber 9,  1821;  Mary  P.,  May  1,  1823;  Sallie  Ann, 
April  22,  1825;  George  M.,  March  10,  1827;  Eve- 
lina, November  26,  1829  ; Caroline,  October  2,  1831  ; 
and  Edwin,  March  29,  1835.  (2)  Eliza  died  in 

childhood.  (3)  George  M.  was  born  October  12, 
1795.  (4)  William  (born  August  19,  1797,  died 

August  4,  1826)  was  married  October  1,  1823,  to 
Mary  P.  Robeson,  born  December  26,  1800,  and  had 
two  children,  Morris  R.,  born  July  31,  1824;  and 
William  D.,  born  October  5,  1823.  (5)  Jacob 

(March  28,  1799-February  13,  1832)  married  Mar- 
garet Richardson,  and  had  four  children : Rebecca ; 
Joseph,  born  December  20,  1827;  Elsie,  born  Oc- 
tober 2,  1829;  and  Emma,  born  in  1831.  (6)  James 

FI.,  born  November  22,  1800,  died  April  25,  1878, 
never  married.  (7)  Samuel  FI.,  born  August  10, 
1802,  died  in  1804.  (8)  Susan.  (9)  Simpson,  July 

31,  1806-January  30,  1833)  was  married  November 
15,  1827,  to  Tacy  Ann  Robeson  (October  25,  1808- 
July  10,  1871),  and  had  three  children:  Ann  N., 
born  September  14,  1826,  died  December  16,  1876; 
Simpson  R.,  born  April  22,  1830,  died  November 

4,  1861  ; and  Ruth  A.,  born  January  26,  1832,  died 

November  19,  1869.  (10)  Elizabeth,  born  January 

5,  1808.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  October 
29,  1809.  Daniel  Stroud  was  married,  July  11, 
1811,  to  Mary  Paul,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Mar- 
tha, born  June  n,  1816. 

(VI)  Rachel  Stroud,  born  May  1,  1774,  mar- 
ried Samuel  Rees,  and  their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Flannah,  born  August  31,  1793;  (2) 
Stroud,  born  March  6,  1795,  married  Christine  Bar- 
ton, and  had  ten  children, William,  Caroline,  Charles, 
Rachel,  Samuel,  Albert,  Elsie,  George,  Daniel  and 
Morris:  (3)  Elizabeth,  born  December  22,  1796; 
(4)  Julia  A.,  born  February  4,  1799;  (5)  Sallie, 
born  September  16,  1803  ; (6)  Daniel,  born  January 
5,  1806,  died  February  22,  1833;  (7)  Evan,  born 
February  24,  1808,  died  November  11,  1835;  (8) 
Edwin,  born  October  29,  1810;  (9)  James,  born 
April  24,  1813;  (10)  Samuel,  died  October  6,  1817; 
and  (11)  Ann  S.,  born  July  29,  1818.  Hannah  Rees 
was  married  December  20, 18 13,  to  Daniel  La  Bar, and 
had  ten  children:  Elizabeth,  born  April  18,  1806; 
Harriet,  born  July  24,  1817,  was  married  in  May, 
1836,  to  Charles  Barton:  Samuel  R.,  born  January 
17,  1820;  Emeline,  born  September  15,  1821  ; Edwin 
R. ; Florace ; Gilbert  L.  ;Ann  M. ; Eigene ; and  Helen. 


(VII)  Rebecca  Stroud,  born  April  26,  1776, 
died  June  24,  1776. 

(VIII)  Ann  Stroud,  born  June  28,  1777,  was 
married  March  15,  1798,  to  Peter  Hollinshead,  born 
February  13,  1777,  and  they  had  four  children:  Ann 
E.,  born  August  24,  1802,  died  June  7,  1832  ; Sophia 
C.,  born  February  3,  1804,  died  January  26,  1805  ; 
Emily,  the  mother  of  our  subject;  and  Hetty  H., 
born  April  19,  1809,  died  December  14,  1832. 

(IX)  Jemima  Stroud,  born  November  5,  1779, 
was  married  in  September,  1811,  to  Edward  Burson, 
born  May  7,  1780.  They  removed  to  Indiana  where 
their  descendants  probably  reside.  They  had  six 
children:  Samuel,  born  October  10,  1812;  Ann,  born 
January  4,  1814,  died  April  10,  1823  ; David  S.,  born 
April  18,  1816;  Elizabeth,  born  September  4,  1818,  . 
died  March  23,  1819;  John  W.,  born  August  21, 
1820;  and  Lydia,  born  May  17,  1822. 

(X)  Deborah  Stroud,  born  January  25,  1782, 
was  married  April  6,  1801,  to  James  Burson,  born 
March  29,  1777.  They  had  nine  children:  Daniel, 
born  February  5,  1802;  Caroline,  born  November 
15..  1803;  Jacob,  born  April  1,  1806,  died  December 
12,  1828;  Elizabeth,  born  May  28,  1808;  Isaac, 
born  February  20,  1810;  Emily,  born  December  11, 
1812;  Stroud,  born  July  28,  1816,  now  resides  in 
Stroudsburg;  Lewis,  born  November  7,  1819,  died 
September  20,  1821 ; and  Lewis  M.,  born  July  28, 
1822,  is  now  a resident  of  Stroudsburg. 

(XI)  Elizabeth  Stroud,  born  April  20,  1784, 
was  married,  November  1,  1804,  to  William  Colbert, 
born  April  20,  1764,  died  June  16,  1833.  They  had 
twelve  children : Elizabeth  S.,  born  December  4, 
1805,  died  December  5,  1805;  Sarah,  born  October 
21,  1806,  died  January  12,  1807;  James  A.,  born 
November  15,  1807,  died  the  same  clay;  Miriam  A., 
born  August  4,  1809,  is  deceased,  and  her  only  child 
is  deceased;  Elizabeth  M.,  born  October  30,  1811; 
Cyrus,  born  October  30,  1813,  died  leaving  no  chil- 
dren; Mary  A.,  born  September  1,  1816,  married 
Peter  Cox,  and  her  two  children  live  in  Massachu- 
setts and  New  York  State  respectively;  Ella,  born 
July  26,  1819,  died  April  23,  1820;  Harriet,  born 
March  7,  1821,  died  April  23,  1821  ; William  S., 
born  February  23,  1822,  died  July  15,  1824;  William 
(2),  born  August  10,  1824,  died  in  1896;  and 
Charles,  born  March  12,  1827. 

(XII)  Jacob  MacDowell  Stroud,  born  April 
26,  1788,  died  May  17,  1810. 

JOHN  W.  DECKER  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  identified  with  the  agricultural  and  lum- 
ber interests  of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  was  numbered  among  the  representative  citizens 
of  the  community.  He  was  born  July  17,  1842,  in 
Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  and  in  1850  was  brought  to 
Wayne  county  by  his  parents,  Samuel  and  Margaret 
.(Shafer)  Decker,  natives  of  New  York  State. 
They  located  in  Preston  township,  near  Lake  Como, 
where  the  father  purchased  a farm,  and  upon  that 
place  they  spent  their  remaining  days.  Of  their 
children,  John  W.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
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Samuel  Lewis  has  never  been  heard  from  since  leav- 
ing Pennsylvania  ; Andrew  J.  and  Jacob  Harvey  died 
in  October,  1862,  of  typhoid  fever ; the  three  daugh- 
ters, Caroline,  Susan  and  Fidelia,  died  in  childhood. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  John  W.  Decker 
early  became  familiar  with  every  department  of 
farm  work.  In  the  local  schools  he  acquired  his 
early  education,  which  was  supplemented  by  a course 
in  higher  institutions  of  learning.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  located  on  a part  of  the  old  homestead,  but 
after  the  death  of  the  parents  his  step-brother,  Claw- 
son Hawks,  had  the  home. 

Mr.  Decker  was  married,  in  1861,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  H.  Barrows,  of  Preston  township,  a 
daughter  of  Albert  and  Christiana  Barrows,  the  for- 
mer"born  in  Connecticut,  in  1812,  the  latter  in  New 
York  City,  in  1819.  At  an  early  day  her  parents 
located  on  a farm  in  Wayne  county,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  until  called  from  this 
life,  the  father  dying  in  October,  1863,  the  mother  in 
1892.  In  their  family  were  eight  children,  of  whom 
Margaret  E.  married  Eugene  Chadden,  of  Starrucca, 
and  died  January  10,  1886;  Frank  H.  died  in  March, 
1894;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Lautenschla- 
ger,  of  Waymart,  Wayne  county;  Alberta  J.  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Wilson,  of  Audubon  county,  Iowa; 
Tesse,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  resides  with 
Mrs.  Decker;  Benson  B.,  who  married  Matilda  Ball, 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Preston  township ; and 
Wilton  I.  married  Mary  Kline,  of  Potter  township, 
where  he  now  follows  lumbering. 

Children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Decker  as 
follows:  (1)  Elmer  E.,  born  in  1862,  received 

a common-school  education  and  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm.  In  1893  he  married  Sarah  M.  Conklin, 
of  Damascus,  Wayne  county,  by  whom  he  has  two 
children,  Clayton  and  Hazel,  and  the  family  live  on 
a farm  near  the  old  homestead  in  Preston  township. 
(2)  Libbie  M.,  born  in  March,  1863,  was  married 
in  June,  1880,  to  George  W.  Blanchard,  of  Hart- 
wick,  N.  Y.,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children, 
Freddie  E.,  Howard,  Charles,  Rose  M.,  and  Roy 
(who  died  in  childhood).  They  now  live  in  Otsego 
countv,  N.  Y.  (3)  Samuel  H.,  born  March  12, 
1865,  died  in  June,  1877.  (4)  John  C.  F.,  born 

May  29,  1867,  married  Lena  Barriger,  of  Wayne 
county,  and  died  a short  time  after  his  marriage, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Florence  C.  (5)  Carrie  M., 
born  February  14,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Simp- 
son, of  Equinunk,  Wayne  county,  and  has  three 
children,  Willie  D.,  Glen  A.  and  Dencie  Inez.  (6) 
Andrew  M.,  born  in  January,  1872,  is  now  living  in 
Deposit,  N.  Y.  (7)  Perry  A.,  born  in  1874,  died 
March  4,  1875.  (8)  Harris  Perry,  born  March  1, 

1876,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Wayne 
county,  and  he  and  his  brother  Warner  H.  now 
operate  the  home  farm  for  their  mother.  (9)  War- 
ner H.,  born  October  4,  1878,  was  married  May  28, 
1898,  to  Katie  M.  Damond,  of  Buckingham. 

Mr.  Decker  departed  this  life  in  January,  1897. 
He  took  a prominent  part  in  promoting  the  cause  of 
Temperance,  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Good 


Templars  Society,  and  gave  his  support  to  the  menj 
and  measures  of  the  Prohibition  party.  Being  one] 
of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, he  was  often  called  upon  to  serve  in  official 
positions  of  honor  and  trust,  serving  as  constable  of 
Preston  township  four  years,  supervisor  two  terms, 
assessor  three  years,  town  clerk  several  terms,  and 
was  collector  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  religious 
connection  he  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  of  Lake  Como,  to  which  his  j 
wife  also  belongs.  She  is  a most  estimable  lady, 
loved  and  respected  by  'all  who  know  her. 


SEARLE.  For  upward  of  seventy  years  the 
generations  of  the  Searle  family  who  have  lived  in 
Susquehanna  county  have  born  well  their  part  in 
their  several  walks  of  life.  Among  the  number, 
and  of  whom  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  es- 
pecially to  notice  in  connection  with  their  ancestry, 
were  such  men  as  the  late  Daniel,  Leonard  and 
Rasselas  Searle,  of  the  older  generation,  Rogers  S. 
and  Judge  Daniel  W.  Searle,  of  the  second  genera- 
tion, and  Barry  Searle,  of  the  third.  These  gentle- 
men were  descended  from  Robert  Searle  ( 1 ) , who 
was  admitted  an  inhabitant  by  the  selectmen  of 
Dorchester,  Mass.,  June  9,  1662,  and  for  sixteen 
years  was  the  town  clerk,  which  evidences  his  posi- 
tion and  education.  It  has  not  been  ascertained  that 
he  was  related  to  the  settlers  of  the  name  who  came 
earlier  to  New  England.  By  his  wife,  Deborah,  he 
had : 


Nathan  Searle  (2),  born  June  9,  1660,  died 
February  15,  1749,  lived  in  that  part  of  Dorchester 
called  Milton.  He  married,  in  1694,  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Rogers,  Jr.,  of  Duxburrow,  Mass.,  and 
removed  to  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  of  which  locality 
he  was  the  first  schoolmaster.  A tablet,  inserted  j 
in  the  stone  wall,  which  can  be  seen  from  the  road- 
way, has  inscribed  on  it  that  “this  is  the  Site  on 
which  stood  the  first  school  house — Nathaniel  Searle, 
first  schoolmaster.”  He  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  are 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery  on  “The  Common,”  in 
Little  Compton. 

John  Rogers,  Jr.,  the  father  of  Sarah,  was  an 
important  man  in  the  Colony.  In  1664,  ’76,  ’82,  he 
was  appointed  surveyor  of  highways  for  Duxbur- 
row; was  constable  in  1670,  ’81,  ’83;  in  1681  he 
took  oath  to  serve  as  constable  in  “Mount  Hope,” 
and  in  1685,  ’86,  ’8g,  ’90,  he  appears  as  deputy  to 
the  Court  from  Bristol,  and  selectman  in  1686,  ’89, 
’90.  In  1697  he  removed  to  Boston,  where  he  lived 
for  ten  years,  but  claimed  Bristol  for  his  home,  and 
in  a deed  described  himself  as  “Planter.”  He  was 
in  Taunton,  1706;  in  Swansea,  1710;  in  Barrington, 
1726,  where  he  died  June  28,  1732,  aged  ninety-two. 
He  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in  these  localities,  as 
shown  by  the  deeds.  He  married  Elizabeth  Pabodie,  ' 
of  Duxburrow,  daughter  of  William,  who  also  was 
“an  influential  and  wealthy  man  in  the  Colony.” 

Nathaniel  Searle  (3),  son  of  Nathaniel  (2) 
and  Sarah  Searle,  was  born  in  Little  Compton,  R. 

I.,  April  26,  1703,  and  died  December  8,  1781.  He 
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married,  December  25,  1725,  Elizabeth  Kinnieut, 
who  was  born  in  1701.  He  was  also  "an  important 
man  in  the  Colony,"  represented  Little  Compton 
in  the  General  Court  in  174 9,  '68,  ’70,  and  was  as-# 
sistant  Governor  of  Rhode  Island  1757-1762.  The 
following  epitaphs  are  inscribed  upon  their  tomb- 
stone, in  the  "Old  Cemetery,"  Little  Compton,  which 
consists  of  a large  stone  resting  on  four  pillars,  and 
is  one  of  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  this  country : 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  the 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Searle, 

who  departed  this  life  on  the  8th  day  of  Dec.  1781, 
in  the  79th  yr.  of  his  age. 

In  life  he  was  amiable  and  discreet,  and  with  strict  integ- 
rity he  discharged  the  several  duties  of  a Christian,  a Magis- 
trate and  Friend. 

At  death  his  steady  confidence  and  hope  in  the  Mercy 
of  God  our  Savior  supported  him  with  that  manly  fortitude 
which  ever  becomes  a sincere  and  faithful  servant  of  the 
Redeemer. 


Here  resteth  the  precious  remains  of 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Searle, 
the  amiable  consort  of  the 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Searle,  Esq., 
who  departed  this  life  on  the  11th  day  of  December,  1781, 
in  the  80th  yr.  of  her  age. 

In  life  her  universal  benevolence  endeared  her  to  all 
her  virtues  as  a Wife,  a Parent,  a Friend  shone  with  becom- 
ing lustre,  and  her  hope  steadfastly  fixed  on  God  our  Savior 
whose  benign  influence  supported  her  through  a train  of 
complicated  diseases  for  many  years,  with  that  patience  and 
rectitude  of  Soul  becoming  her  profession,  and  enabled  her 
to  meet  death  divested  of  all  its  terrors. 

An  extract  from  the  will  of  Lion.  Nathaniel 
Searle  shows  the  relationship  to  Constant  Searle : 
"I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  son,  Constant 
Searle,  over  and  above  what  I have  done  for  him 
and  given  him,  one-half  of  my  silver  buttons  for  a 
Coat,  I also  give  him  a Continental  Note  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  one  State  Note  of  Sixty  dollars, 
and  one  of  eight  dollars,  and  all  my  Continental 
Bills  and  what  silver  money  I have  by  me,  my  two 
links  of  gold  buttons,  my  riding  horse  and  best 
saddle  and  bridle  and  my  best  beaver  hat,”  etc. 

[Signed]  ‘‘Nathaniel  Searle.” 

Constant  Searle  (4),  son  of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Searle,  was  born  July  27,  1728,  removed  to  Ston- 
ington, Conn.,  and  in  1751  was  married  to  Hannah 
Miner,  of  whom  the  record  says,  “She  was  a woman 
of  great  eminence  and  distinction.”  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Simeon  Miner  and  Hannah  Wheeler. 
The  marriage  took  place  in  North  Stonington, 
Conn.,  at  the  home  of  her  grandfather,  William 
\\  heeler.  Their  children  were  all  born  in  Con- 
necticut. About  1773  Constant  Searle  came  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  settled  on  the  bank  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna river,  at  a point  known  as  Kingston,  in 
the  ‘A  alley  of  Wyoming.  ’ Tohn  Gordon,  who  knew 
him.  described  him  as  ‘‘a  man  of  great  energy  and 
perseverance,  and  bitterlv  hostile  to  King  George ; 


his  denunciations  of  the  tyrant  would  hardly  do  to 
repeat  in  Church  among  pious  people.  His  patriot- 
ism was  undoubted."  On  July  3,  1778,  he  marched 
with  that  gallant  band  who  went  to  meet  the  British 
and  savage  foe  in  defense  of  the  settlement,  and 
seeing  his  grandson,  Miner  Searle,  following  him 
as  he  was  about  to  enter  the  struggle,  he  gave  him 
his  silver  knee-buckles,  saying,  "They  might  im- 
pede my  movements ; if  I fall  I shall  not  need  them , 
if  I return,  I can  get  them.”  Having  been  cap- 
tured by  the  Indians,  he  was  known  to  “have  per- 
ished by  fire  and  torture,  almost  in  sight  of  his  own 
home.” 

Rogers  Searle  (5)  (named  from  his  father’s 
grandmother,  Sarah  Rogers ) was  born  in  Preston, 
Conn.,  August  13,  1762,  and  died  in  Pittston,  Lu- 
zerne Co.,  Penn.,  June  19,  1813.  He  was  married, 
January  12,  1791,  to  Catherine  Scott,  daughter  of 
John  Scott,  a gunsmith,  who  is  said  “to  have  come 
from  Scotland,”  and  Mehitable  Carey.  She  died 
February  4,  1849,  at  her  dome  in  Pittston.  At  the 
time  of  the  battle  of  Wyoming,  Rogers  Searle  was 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  was  a member  of  the 
militia  company  commanded  by  his  brother-in-law, 
Capt.  Dethick  Hewitt,  "raised  by  order  of  Con- 
gress” a very  short  time  before  the  invasion  of  the 
settlement  by  the  British.  Capt.  Hewitt  led  his- 
forces  at  the  battle,  and  fell  while  refusing-  to  sur- 
render. Rogers  Searle  escaped  with  Aiming  Owen-, 
who  afterward  became  a Methodist  minister  of  note, 
by  concealing  himself  at  the  mouth  of  Shoemaker’s 
creek  (just  below  where  the  battle  was  fought,  and 
near  his  home  and  Forty-fort),  in  the  branches  of  a 
willow  tree,  covered  by  a grape-vine,  which  extended 
into  the  river.  The  tree  is  still  standing.  He  used 
to  describe  the  efforts  of  the  Indians  to  discover 
him  by  probing  the  water  in  various  ways,  hitting' 
him  many  times  as  they  pressed  upon  the  branches,, 
but  he  swam  under  water,  and  when  darkness  came 
made  his  escape  in  a most  forlorn  condition  to  the 
Fort,  where  his  mother  and  sisters,  with  their  chil- 
dren, were  awaiting  succor,  and  they,  with  the  other' 
widowed  and  fatherless  remnant,  fled  the  follow- 
ing day  over  the  mountains,  finally  reaching  their 
old  home  in  Stonington,  Conn.  When  safety  was 
assured,  Mr.  Searle  returned  to  the  vallev  with 
his  family,  expecting  to  locate  on  the  land  paid  for 
by  his  father,  in  gold  which  he  had  "brought  hither 
on  horseback  in  two  bag's,  causing  much  discomfort 
to  his  poor  horse  by  its  weight.  But  alas ! all  land- 
marks had  been  destroyed,  records  burned,  and 
others  had  settled  upon  their  land,  and  they  went 
farther  up  the  river,  locating  in  Pittston,  upon  the' 
property  now  leased  by  the  “Ravine  Coal  Company.” 
There  Rogers  Searle  died  in  1812,  when  just  fifty 
years  of  age,  leaving  his  wife  with  a large  family  of 
children,  the  youngest  thirteen  months  old.  That 
his  widow  was  a woman  of  no  ordinary  character 
is  evidenced  by  the  manner  in  which  she  kept  her 
family  together,  and  her  Scotch  blood  served  to 
instill  into  her  sons  the  lessons  of  frugality  and 
industry. 


IS 
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Rogers  Searle  claimed  his  conversion  to  that 
hour  of  awful  suspense  when  he  was  striving  for 
his  life  in  the  water  under  the  branches  of  the  willow 
tree.  Lorenzo  Dow  refers  to  a Rogers  Searle  often 
in  his  writings,  and  it  is  known  that  he  was  always 
a visitor  at  his  home  when  on  his  mission  through 
this  Circuit;  the  late  Rev.  Jonathan  Peck  believed 
the  Rev.  Rogers  Searle  alluded  to  as  a local  preach- 
er to  be  Rogers,  the  son  of  Constant;  and  Hon. 
Richard  Wheeler,  the  historian  of  Stonington,  Conn., 
confirms  this,  as  he  is  recorded  in  Preston  (Conn.) 
records  as  Rev.  Rogers  Searle.  It  is  well-known 
that  he  was  a devout  Methodist,  and  often  led  in 
“class-meeeting,”  and  the  first  Methodist  class  in 
Pittston  was  formed  at  his  home  in  1806.  To  these 
meetings  "he  always  brought  his  mother,  who  was 
totally  blind.”  That  he  was  a public-spirited  citi- 
zen is  seen  by  the  following:  ‘‘Return  of  Field  Offi- 
cers, elected  in  Luzerne  Co.,  1788.  Pitts  Town 
Company,  Rogers  Searle,  Ensign.  John  Jenkins, 
Lieut. -Col.”  [See  Penn.  Archives,  Vol.  XI,  1st 

series,  p.  385.]  “Eighth  Company,  2nd  Reg.,  John 
Jenkins,  Lt.-Col.,  Constant  Searle,  2nd  Major,  Rog- 
ers Searle,  Captain.  Ishmael  Bennett,  Lieut.  James 
Scott,  Ensign.”  [See  Historical  Record,  Vol.  II, 
p.  62,  printed  by  Dr.  F.  C.  Johnson.] 

The  homestead,  retained  and  kept  for  the  moth- 
er by  the  faithful  efforts  of  her  two  older  sons,  John 
and  Daniel,  was  the  home  for  the  itinerant  preach- 
er, who  ever  found  a welcome ; and  while,  in  the 
later  years  of  her  life,  Mrs.  Searle  was  known  as 
a Baptist,  she  attended  service  with  her  husband 
during  his  lifetime.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Searle  rest, 
with  his  mother,  Hannah  (Miner)  Searle,  in  a quiet, 
shaded  corner  of  the  old  burial  place  on  the  hill- 
side, above  the  city  of  Pittston,  and  a marble  slab, 
erected  by  Rasselas  Searle,  marks  the  spot  where 
these  faithful  and  suffering  pioneers  “sleep  their 
last  sleep."  Their  children  were  as  follows: 

(1)  Clarissa  Searle,  born  February  13,  1793, 
married  Joseph  Dayton,  of  Binghamton,  New  York. 

(2)  John  Searle  was  born  February  15,  1795, 
and  when  a mere  boy,  about  1812-15,  became  one  of 
the  pioneer  postriders,  carrying  the  mail  on  horse- 
back through  the  sparsely  settled  country  of  what 
is  now  the  several  counties  of  northeastern  Penn- 
sylvania. His  route  was  one  of  about  320  miles, 
which  he  made  in  a fortnight.  Later  in  life,  as- 
sociated with  his  brother  Daniel,  he  was  engaged 
in  running  stage  lines  from  Wilkes  Barre.  He 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  Stark. 

(3)  Betsey  Searle,  born  February  18,  1800, 
married  Solomon  Brown,  of  Pittstpn. 

(4)  Daniel  Searle  is  referred  to  farther  on. 

(5)  Mehitabel  Searle,  born  March  13,  1802, 
married  Thomas  Fell,  of  Pittston. 

(6)  Milton  Searle,  born  October  10,  1804,  never 
married.  He  remained  on  the  home  place  with  his 
mother. 

(7)  Leonard  Searle  was  born  November  7, 
1807,  and  when  a lad,  like  his  older  brothers,  was  em- 
ployed as  a postboy,  carrying  the  mails  on  horse- 


back. He  traveled  the  route  that  ran  from  Mont- 
rose to  Silver  Lake,  thence  by  forest  paths  through 
old  Lawsville  to  Great  Bend.  At  fifteen  he  rode 
a regular  weekly  route.  The  reader  should  not  for- 
get that  in  those  early  days  the  country  was  new, 
sparsely  settled,  and  for  a two-weeks’  route,  cover- 
ing several  hundred  miles,  or  one  half  that  length, 
meant  quite  an  undertaking  for  boys,  as  not  infre- 
quently in  their  journey  through  the  wilderness  they 
met  howling  wolves,  and  encountered  difficulties 
which  tried  their  nerve,  and  brought  into  use  their 
ingenuity.  Later  on  the  Searle  brothers  became 
engaged  in  the  mail  and  stage  business,  and  as  a 
matter  of  convenience  Leonard  and  Daniel  located 
in  1827  at  Montrose.  Later  Leonard  was  engaged 
for  a decade  or  more  as  a merchant,  and  conducted 
a store  with  Martin  Curtis  in  Carbondale,  and  also 
for  many  years  in  Montrose.  Then  he  erected  a 
hotel  building  on  the  old  Post  corner,  and  for  a 
quarter  of  a century  kept  one  of  the  best  taverns 
of  this  section.  After  the  death  of  his  mother  he 
purchased  from  the  heirs,  three-fourths  of  their 
interest  in  the  homestead,  which  comprised  some 
two  hundred  acres  of  coal  land,  upon  which  the 
Ravine  shaft,  in  Pittston,  now  stands.  He  was  one 
of  the  original  incorporators  and  trustees  of  the 
Montrose  Academy,  a bank  director,  and  interest- 
ed financially  in  every  enterprise  of  a public  nature 
connected  with  the  town  of  Montrose.  In  politics 
he  was  a Whig,  and  Henry  Clay  was  his  political 
idol.  He  was  a shrewd  and  sagacious  business 
man,  but  lost  much  money  through  those  whom  he 
befriended.  I11  1866  he  finally  retired  from  the 
hotel  business,  and  purchased  the  old  Benjamin 
S.  Bentley  place,  which  he  made  his  home  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  For  several  years,  from 
about  1840,  he  ran  stages  from  Montrose  to  various 
points. 

Mr.  Searle  married,  in  1832,  Lydia  C.,  daugh- 
ter of  Elder  Davis  Dimock  [see  sketch  elsewhere], 
and  their  children  were:  Davis  D.  is  a broker  in 
New  York;  Katherine  E.  is  the  wife  of  Gen. 
William  H.  McCartney,  a distinguished  lawyer  of 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Josephine  married  Benjamin 
S.  Bentley,  a lawyer  in  Williamsport,  Penn. ; and 
for  several  years  prothonotary  of  the  United  States 
Court ; Hetty  married  William  M.  Miller,  a grocer  of 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.;  Leonard,  Jr.,  who  died  at  the 
ag*e  of  twenty-seven,  left  no  children. 

Leonard  Searle  died  at  his  home  in  Montrose 
December  31,  1880,  loved  and  esteemed  by  the  com- 
munity. ITe  was  a man  of  tall,  commanding  pres- 
ence, and  his  manners  were  those  of  the  “old-school 
gentleman,”  courteous  and  dignified.  The  hospital- 
ity of  his  home  was  unbounded,  and  his  liberality 
unquestioned. 

(8)  Rasselas  Searle  was  born  February  1, 
1812.  He  was  given  better  educational  privileges 
than  his  older  brothers,  being  sent  to  school  at 
Cazenovia,  N.  Y.  In  about  1830,  he  came  to  Mont- 
rose, but  for  some  years  thereafter  he  was  the  stage 
agent  at  Milford,  in  Pike  county.  Subsequently, 
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while  his  elder  brothers  Daniel  and  Leonard  were 
look'ing  after  the  stage  routes.  Rasselas  was  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Montrose.  He  was 
for  many  years  in  a store  on  the  west  side  of 
Public  avenue,  which  was  burned  in  the  fire  of 
1851,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  judges 
of  many  articles  of  merchandise,  as  well  as  a su- 
perior accountant  and  bookkeeper.  Although  a 
Whig,  he  was  postmaster  during  the  administra- 
tion of  John  Tyler.  After  the  fire,  in  which  he 
sustained  a heavy  loss,  with  no  insurance,  he  had 
a small  store  at  the  corner  of  Church  and  Chestnut 
streets  for  a few  years,  then  disposed  of  his  stock 
and  retired  from  active  business  life.  He  married 
(first)  Anna  Cross,  of  Milford,  Penn.,  and  (sec- 
ond) Miss  Nettie  Tompkins,  of  Liberty.  For 
years  Mr.  Searle  had  been  identified  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  was  kind- 
hearted  and  had  a generous  disposition.  “Consci- 
entiousness was  a prominent  trait  of  his  charac- 
ter, and  few  men  better  kept  the  ‘Golden  Rule  of 
doing  to  others  as  he  would  they  should  do  to  him.’ 
There  was  not  a crooked  hair  in  his  head.”  He 
died  April  25,  1888. 

Daniel  Searle,  late  of  West  Pittston,  Penn., 
was  born  May  27,  1797,  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Pittston,  Penn.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he 
went  to  Tennessee,  where  with  Miller  Horton  he 
engaged  in  driving  stage  on  the  National  pike.  He 
frequently  carried  distinguished  passengers,  in- 
cluding Henry  Clay,  Daniel  Webster,  and  other  po- 
litical magnates  of  his  time.  After  six  years  of 
stage  life  in  Tennessee  Mr.  Searle  returned  to 
Pittston,  purchased  a farm,  and  settled  thereon. 
In  1826,  with  his  brother  John,  he  began  running 
a line  of  stages  between  Wilkes  Barre  and  Dundaff. 
The  next  year,  leaving  that  business  with  his  broth- 
er, he  moved  to  Montrose  and  became  agent  for 
Stogden  & Stokes,  of  Baltimore,  and  Reasides  & 
Co.,  who  operated  the  stage  line  between  Jersey 
City  and  Owego.  At  the  expiration  of  their  con- 
tract Mr.  Searle,  through  the  assistance  of  his 
friend  Judge  Mallory,  of  Philadelphia,  obtained  the 
contract,  and  for  about  twenty  years  continued  the 
management  of  the  route.  In  connection  with 
others  he  also  ran  a line  of  stages  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Utica,  crossing  the  Jersey  City  and  Owego 
line  at  Montrose.  Mr.  Searle  had  the  contract  for 
keeping  in  repair  forty  miles  of  the  one  route,  from 
Tunkhannock  to  Binghamton,  and  one  hundred 
miles  of  the  other,  from  Milford  to  Owego.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  extensive  mail  carriers  in  the 
State.  The  route  was  one  of  the  three  great 
thoroughfares  of  the  West.  It  was  divided  into 
sections  of  about  fifteen  miles  each,  and  one  four- 
horse  coach,  which  would  comfortably  seat  ten 
passengers,  but  was  often  crowded  with  fifteen, 
would  make  the  round  trip  daily.  Mr.  Searle  re- 
ceived $22,000  annually  for  carrying  the  mails. 
He  engaged  also  in  other  large  enterprises.  With 
others  he  completed  large  contracts  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Croton  Water  Works,  and  of  the 


aqueduct  across  Harlem  river.  He  built  many  sec- 
tions of  the  North  Branch  canal  and  the  outlet  lock 
at  Nanticoke,  below  Wilkes  Barre.  At  the  same 
time  he  conducted  for  many  years  a general  mer- 
cantile business  at  Montrose,  and  later  at  Carbon- 
dale,  in  partnership  with  Martin  Curtis  and  his 
brothers  Leonard  and  Rasselas.  He  owned  1,000 
acres  of  timber  land  in  Lathrop  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  conducted  a large  lumber  busi- 
ness. He  retained  his  interest  in  his  father’s  estate 
at  Pittston,  and  added  other  property  which  be- 
came valuable  coal  land.  He  was  organizing  di- 
rector of  the  Susquehanna  County  Bank  in  1838, 
and  assisted  in  organizing  the  Susquehanna  Agri- 
cultural Society. 

In  politics  Daniel  Searle  was  an  Old-line 
Whig,  and  he  was  prominent  in  the  councils  of 
his  party.  Twice  he  led  the  forlorn  hope  of  his 
party  on  the  Legislative  ticket,  in  the  face  of  an 
adverse  Democratic  majority  of  1,500,  once  re- 
ducing the  majority  against  him  to  sixty,  and  again 
to  two  hundred.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Republican  party  in  1855-56,  and  was  one 
of  its  strong  supporters.  Mr.  Searle  was  public- 
spirited,  and  a liberal  contributor  to  all  enterprises 
of  a worthy  nature.  Though  not  a member  of  any 
Church,  he  contributed  liberally  to  the  support  of 
several.  In  social  life  his  genial  nature  animated 
any  circle  in  which  he  moved,  and  the  infirmities  of 
life  never  took  from  his  eye  the  merry  twinkle,  nor 
from  his  face  tne  cheery  smile.  His  fife  work  left 
its  impression  upon  all  with  whom  he  labored  and 
associated,  and  his  memory  was  endeared  to  those 
who  knew  him  best.  During  the  last  fifteen  years 
of  his  life  he  made  his  home  at  West  Pittston. 

Mr.  Searle’s  helpmeet  through  life  was  Jo- 
hanna Stark,  daughter  of  Henry  Stark,  of  Plains, 
Penn.  They  were  married  in  1825,  and  lived  to- 
gether for  fifty-two  years,  celebrating  their  Golden 
Wedding  with  their  children  and  many  friends. 
Their  ten  children  were  as  follows : Rogers  S., 
born  in  1826,  is  referred  to  farther  on ; Henry,  born 
April  25,  1828,  died  September  26,  1S29;  Henry 
S.,  born  in  1829,  died  August  4,  1894;  Ellen,  born 
in  1831,  was  a teacher,  and  a prominent  sanitary 
and  charitable  worker  at  Montrose,  and  died  at 
Pittston,  Penn.,  in  1867 ; Johanna,  born  in  1834, 
married  Charles  D.  Lathrop,  and  died  December  6, 
1897;  Daniel  W.  born  in  1836,  is  referred  to  farth- 
er on:  Dotha,  born  in  1838,  died  in  1844:  Mary 
Jane,  is  the  wife  of  Supreme  Judge  J.  B.  McCollum, 
of  Montrose;  Hetty  D.,  born  in  1845,  died  in  1847; 
Clara  Maria  lives  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  mother 
died  October  22,  1877,  and  "the  father  survived  her 
two  years,  dying  October  13,  1879. 

Judge  Daniel  W.  Searle,  of  Montrose,  a 
son  of  the  late  Daniel  and  Johanna  (Stark)  Searle, 
was  born  January  7,  1836,  at  Montrose,  Penn.  He 
attended  Montrose  Academy,  where  he  was  fitted 
for  college  by  Prof.  Crampton.  Entering  Yale  in 
the  class  of  ’58,  illness  soon  compelled  him  to  re- 
linquish his  plans  for  a collegiate  education,  and 
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returning  to  Montrose  he  became  a student  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Hon.  William  Jessup  and  William 
H.  Jessup.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Novem- 
ber, 1859,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in 
partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Hon.  J.  B.  Mc- 
Collum. This  partnership  continued  until  1862, 
when  it  was  broken  by  the  enlistment  of  young 
Searle  in  Company  H,  141st  Regiment,  P.  V.  I. 
The  enrollment  of  Company  H was  largely  the 
work  of  young  Searle  and  Casper  W.  Tyler.  They 
called  the  meeting  at  the  court  house,  July  21,  1862, 
and  enlistments  rapidly  followed.  1 he  company 
was  organized  August  16,  with  Mr.  1 yler  as  cap- 
tain and  Mr.  Searle  as  first  lieutenant.  At  the 
organization  of  the  regiment  Lieut.  Searle  was 
promoted  to  adjutant.  The  regiment  reached 
Washington  on  the  da)7  of  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run.  It  was  at  Fredericksburg  December 
11,  and  of  its  417  men  at  Chancellorsville  234  were 
lost.  At  Gettysburg  the  regiment  took  200  men 
and  nine  officers  into  battle,  and  lost  145  men  and 
six  officers.  Of  the  losses  one  third  were  killed  or 
died  of  wounds.  Among  the  wounded  was  Adjt. 
Searle,  who  on  account  of  his  wound  was  honor- 
ably discharged  June  2,  1864.  A writer  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  regiment  contained  in  the  “History  of 
Susquehanna  County”  thus  refers  to  Mr.  Searle: 
“Lieut.  Searle  was,  upon  its  organization,  pro- 
moted to  adjutant,  the  responsible  duties  of  which 
position  he  filled  with  such  marked  efficiency  as  to 
elicit  the  commendation  of  his  superior  officers. 
The  duties  of  his  position  brought  him  in  constant 
contact  with  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment, 
and  although,  as  its  executive  officer,  those  duties 
were  sometimes  unpleasant,  both  to  them  and  him- 
self, yet  no  officer  was  more  popular,  and  his  long- 
form  will  ever  remain  in  their  remembrance.’ 
After  the  war  Mr.  Searle  was  commissioned  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  militia  on  the  staff  of  Gen. 
Jessup. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Searle  resumed  the 
practice  of  law.  He  was  elected  district  attorney- 
in  1865,  and  again  in  1868.  He  has  been  an  active 
Republican,  serving  repeatedly  as  chairman  of  the 
county  committee,  and  was,  in  1874,  1880  and  1882, 
the  choice  of  the  Republicans  of  Susquehanna 
county  for  Congress ; but  the  claims  of  Susque- 
hanna county  were  not  recognized  by  the  delegates 
of  the  convention  from  other  counties.  In  1883 
he  entered,  into  a partnership  with  A.  IT.  Mc- 
Collum and  A.  B.  Smith,  under  the  firm  name  of 
McCollum,  Searle  & Smith.  In  1888  he  was  nom- 
inated, by  the  Republican  party,  to  succeed  Judge 
T.  B.  McCollum  as  President  Judge  of  the  district 
including  Susquehanna  county.  Because  of  the 
withholding  of  a nomination  at  the  Democratic  con- 
vention the  only7  opponent  of  Mr.  Searle  was  George 
P.  Little,  the  Prohibition  candidate,  over  whom  he 
was  elected  by  nearly  5,000  majority.  At  a ban- 
quet given  at  Montrose,  in  December,  1888,  by  the 
members  of  the  Bar,  in  honor  of  Judges  J.  Brew- 
ster McCollum  and  Daniel  W.  Searle,  judges-elect 


to  the  Supreme  Court  and  District  Court,  respect- 
ively7, the  former  tints  spoke  of  Judge  Searle: 

1 congratulate  you  upon  having  secured  as  my  successor 
in  the  office  of  President  Judge  of  this  District  a sound,  con- 
servative and  honest  lawyer,  for  whom  you  have  a high 
regard,  and  in  whom  you  have  entire  confidence.  He  goes 
upon  your  Bench  with  the  general  approval  of  the  Bar  and 
the  people.  The  conditions  ar-e  favorable  to  a successful 
and  satisfactory  administration  of  the  office.  I know  that 
he  has  for  you  naught  but  kind  feelings  and  good  wishes. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  perceptible  reason,  now,  why  you 
should  not  constitute  for  the  next  ten  years  a pleasant  and 
happy  family.  I believe  that  you  will,  and  in  this  belief,  and 
the  satisfaction  it  affords,  with  the  assurance  that  while  life 
and  health  are  spared  me  I shall  gladly  return,  when  oppor- 
tunity affords,  to  my  home  and  all  the  dear  and  cherished 
associations  of  my  youth  and  manhood,  I take  my  leave  of 
you. 

If  Mr.  Searle  had  ever  doubted  the  estimation 
in  which  he  was  held  by  his  legal  brethren  it  must 
have  been  dispelled  by  the  cordiality  of  the  greet- 
ing given  him  as  he  stood  before  them  at  that  ban- 
quet. His  speech  was  characteristic  of  the  man, 
plain,  unaffected  and  earnest,  and  was  received  with 
every7  manifestation  of  pleasure.  In  November, 
1898,  Judge  Searle  was  re-elected  to  the  Bench 
without  opposition,  a fitting  testimonial  of  the  high 
character  of  his  judicial  labors,  and  of  the  esteem 
and  regard  of  all  people.  Both  as  a lawyer  and  as 
a judge  he  has  displayed  great  ability.  He  was 
ever  a safe  and  able  counselor,  prudent  and  careful 
in  the  preparation  and  management  of  a case,  and 
during  a trial  always  fair  to  his  opponent.  His 
arguments  were  candid  and  logical.  He  had  a 
keen  perception  of  the  principles  of  law  involved 
in  a case,  and  used  good  judgment  in  their  appli- 
cation. He  has  always  been  kindly  disposed  to- 
ward the  younger  members  of  the  Bar.  Fair  and 
profound  as  a lawyer,  he  has  exhibited  the  same 
essential  traits  as  a judge.  In  a State  which  is 
justly  noted  for  the  high  character  and  ability  of  its 
judiciary,  there  is  none  more  honored,  more  widely 
popular,  or  more  universally  respected,  than  Judge 
Daniel  W.  Searle. 

In  February,  1883,  Judge  Searle  was  married 
to  Miss  Irene  Mason,  daughter  of  Col.  G.  F.  and 
Mary  Mason,  of  Towanda,  and  a native  of  Mon- 
roeton,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  Judge  Searle  is  a 
Free  Mason,  a member  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  and 
of  the  G.  A.  R. 

Rogers  S.  Searle,  of  Montrose,  son  of  the  late 
Daniel  and  Johanna  (Stark)  Searle,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 24,  1826,  at  the  Searle  homestead  in  Pitts- 
ton,  Penn.  A years  later  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Montrose,  in  which  vicinity,  with  little 
exception,  his  life  lias  been  passed.  He  received 
quite  a liberal  education,  attending  the  Moravian 
school  at  Nazareth,  Penn.,  John  Mann’s  Academy, 
and  also  the  Montrose  Academy.  From  fourteen 
vears  of  age  until  twenty-one,  when  not  in  school, 
he  clerked  in  the  store  of  his  father  and  uncle, 
Rasselas  Searle,  at  Montrose.  His  father  at  this 
time  was  the  owner  of  1,000  acres  of  timber  land 
in  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  in 
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connection  with  his  other  line  of  business  waslargely 
engaged  in  manufacturing  and  shipping  lumber.  To 
this  business  the  son,  on  becoming  of  age,  in  1847, 
succeeded  his  father,  and  was  busily  engaged  in 
manufacturing  and  marketing  lumber  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  in  1861.  He  filled 
large  contracts  in  his  line,  furnishing  lumber  for 
the  Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington,  D.  C. ; sup- 
plied for  a period  the  D.  L.  & W.  railroad  with 
wood  for  fuel ; and  shipped  -lumber  largely  to  Bal- 
timore and  Richmond.  He  also  had  charge  of  the 
stage  line  from  Montrose  to  Scranton,  and  a sec- 
tion of  the  route  from  Great  Bend  to  New  York. 

Fired  by  patriotism,  he  left  his  business,  and 
gathering  together  a squad  of  men  proceeded  to 
Harrisburg,  where  most  of  them  enlisted,  Mr. 
Searle  entering  the  army  as  a sergeant-major  under 
Cols.  Seiler  and  Biddle.  Later,  in  May,  1861, 
lie  enlisted  in  Campany  B,  and  was  .transferred  to 
Company  H,  4th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserves. 
He  arrived  with  his  regiment  at  Baltimore  on  the 
<lav  of  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  July  21.  At 
Baltimore  Mr.  Searle  was  detailed,  and  served  for 
a time  in  the  Medical  Department,  under  Dr. 
Page.  Later,  rejoining  his  regiment,  he  served 
for  a time,  by  aooointment,  as  hospital  steward,  and 
still  later  he  was  made  sergeant-major  of  his  regi- 
ment. The  last  of  December,  1861,  he  returned 
home  under  orders  from  Gov.  Curtin,  recruited  a 
company  of  men  for  the  12th  Penn.  Reserves,  and 
reported  with  them  at  Harrisburg.  Following  this, 
his  health  being  impaired  from  rheumatism  inci- 
dent to  his  service,  he  went  as  a volunteer,  under 
Dr.  Horn,  in  hospital  service,  to  the  Peninsula,  and 
as  such  served  in  the  seven-days’  fight.  Later  he 
served,  by  appointment  of  the  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  drill-master  at  Camp  Curtin,  and  there 
during  the  year  drilled  eight  companies,  four  each 
of  cavalry  and  infantry.  Later,  and  at  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Wyoming  regiment,  Mr.  Searle  was  of- 
fered the  office  of  major  of  that  command,  but  ow- 
ing to  ill-health  was  compelled  to  decline  it.  On 
his  return  to  Susquehanna  county,  in  the  spring 
of  1863,  he  assisted  his  father  in  looking  after  some 
of  his  business  interests,  and  afterward  located 
on  a farm  just  out  of  Montrose,  on  Jones’  Lake, 
there  making  his  home  until  the  last  few  years, 
when  he  came  to  the  home  he  now  occupies  at 
Montrose. 

Mr.  Searle  has  been  an  active  business  man, 
and  an  agriculturist  of  method  and  system.  He  was 
president  of  the  County  Agricultural  Society  in 

1884,  and  for  several  years  following  January, 

1885,  he  served  by  election  as  a representative  to 
the  State  Board  of  Agriculture.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  obtaining  from  that  board  an  appropria- 
tion for  establishing  a Farmers'  Institute  at  Mont- 
rose. This  was  organized  in  1886,  and  Mr.  Searle 
Avas  made  its  president.  He  has  ever  been  active 
and  influential  in  the  Grange  movement  in  Pennsyl- 
A-ania.  was  a prime  mover  in  organizing  Susque- 
hanna Grange,  the  first  in  the  county,  of  which  he 


was  the  first  master,  and  has  organized  many 
Granges  throughout  Susquehanna  county.  He  has 
served  as  State  deputy,  and  in  1885  Avas  a member 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  State  Grange. 
Mr.  Searle  is  a strong  advocate  of  Temperance, 
and  in  his  political  views  is  a Jeffersonian  Demo- 
crat. A man  of  commanding  presence,  he  will  at- 
tract attention  anywhere.  He  is  possessed  of  the 
characteristics  which  have  ever  made  those  bearing 
the  name  popular.  Genial  and  affable,  his  friends 
are  many. 

In  1858  Mr.  Searle  was  married  to  Ellen 
Spaulding,  born  November  17,  1836,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Barry  Croad)  Spaulding, 
the  father  a native  of  Vermont,  the  mother  of  Eng- 
land. To  the  marriage  were  born : Anna  C.,  Barry, 
Ellen,  Rasselas  and  Daniel. 

Barry  Searle,  of  Montrose,  son  of  Rogers  S. 
Searle,  is  a native  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  born 
January  21,  1861,  at  Nicholson.  He  was  reared  at 
Montrose,  and  there  prepared  for  college  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  village,  graduating  from  the 
high  school  in  the  class  of  ’yq.  That  fall  he  entered 
Lehigh  Universitv,  with  the  intention  of  later  adopt- 
ing the  law  as  a profession,  and  pursued  a scien- 
tific course  of  study  for  two  years.  Changing  his 
mind,  and  with  it  his  course  of  study,  he  paid  par- 
ticular attention  to  chemistry  and  special  studies, 
and,  completing  a six-years’  course  in  five  years, 
heAvas  graduated  in  theclass  of  ’84.  After  this  event 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsvlvania  Steel 
Co.,  at  Harrisburg,  as  chemist  in  their  laboratory. 
Remaining  with  that  company  until  the  last  of  the 
year  1885,  he  went  to  Hurley,  Wis.,  and  opened 
there  a laboratory  and  engineering  office.  He  did 
laboratory  and  engineering  work  for  some  two 
A'ears,  for  many  of  the  large  iron  corporations  over 
the  Gogebic  Range,  for  a distance  of  thirty  or  more 
miles.  This  work  brought  him  large  returns,  and 
with  his  investments  made  him  a fortune,  which 
was  lost,  however,  in  the  panics  which  followed. 
Following  this  experience  he  located  at  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  and  there  pursued  his  profession  in  engin- 
eering and  laboratory  work  until  late  in  the  year 
1889.  when,  having  received  a flattering'  offer  to  go 
to  South  America,  he  entered  the  emplov  of  the  El 
Callao  Gold  Mining  Co.,  who  Avere  operating  in 
the  republic  of  Venezuela.  Fie  had  charge  of  what 
Avas  knoAvn  as  their  La  Union  property,  in  the 
vicinity  of  El  Callao.  Fie  remained  in  the  employ 
of  this  company,  having  charge  of  the  engineer- 
ing and  chemical  Avork  for  all  their  properties  after 
1892,  until  the  climate  Avas  so  undermining  his 
health  that  he  was  forced  to  leave  the  country, 
which  he  did  in  the  fall  of  1895,  much  as_  he  re- 
gretted giving  up  so  promising  a field  of  fortune. 
During  his  term  of  service  with  the  El  Callao  Co., 
he  explored  and  prospected  up  and  doAvn  the  sev- 
eral gold-bearing  rivers  of  \ enezuela  for  a thous- 
and or  more  miles,  meeting  with  rare  and  danger- 
ous experiences.  He  was  lost  for  days,  experienced 
hunger  and  passed  through  an  attack  of  yellow 
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fever.  He  possesses  gold  properties  there  which 
in  time  undoubtedly  will  recompense  him  for  his 
sacrifices. 

On  severing  his  connections  with  the  El  Cal- 
lao Co.,  and  returning  to  the  United  States  Mr. 
Searle,  in  the  winter  of  1895,  returned  to  British 
Guiana  to  report  on  the  mining  properties  for  the 
London  (England)  Exploring  Co.,  and  passed 
three  months  in  the  work.  In  July,  1896,  he  went 
to  Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  to  assume  charge 
of  the  Crown  Deep  Gold  Mine,  which  is  one  of 
the  Rand  properties,  the  Rand  Co.  being  the  larg- 
est mining  company  in  the  world,  a company  backed 
by  the  Rothchilds.  There  was  expended  in  the 
equipment  of  the  Crown  Deep  Mine,  and  develop- 
ing it  to  a paying  investment,  nearly  four  million 
dollars.  While  young  Searle  was  in  charge  3,000 
Kaffirs  and  508  white  men  were  employed  in  its 
operation.  Two  shafts  were  sunk,  one  aggregat- 
ing two  thousand  feet,  and  the  other  one  thousand. 
After  an  expenditure  of  millions  upon  it  the  mine 
was  brought  to  yield  up  fifteen  thousand  ounces 
of  gold  monthly.  It  soon  began  to  make  a profit 
of  from  one  hundred  thousand  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  monthly  to  the  English  in- 
vestors. 

Mr.  Searle  is  not  only  an  expert  chemist  and 
mining  engineer,  but  is  of  an  inventive  turn  of 
mind,  and  has  taken  out  or  has  now  pending  sev- 
eral patents  for  use  in  mining.  While  in  charge  of 
the  Crown  Deep  Mine  he  devised  and  developed  a 
Cyanide  process  for  extracting  gold.  This  pro- 
cess afterward  came  into  general  use  in  the  mines 
at  Johannesburg,  the  miners  paying  a royalty  for 
its  use.  The  United  States  patent  on  this  process 
was  issued  August  15,  1898;  applications  are  pend- 
ing in  foreign  countries.  Mr.  Searle  has  also  de- 
vised a compound  engine  for  general  purposes, 
but  especially  useful  in  mine  drilling.  He  has  also 
an  electric  signaling  device  for  mine  signaling,  and 
on  all  patents  are  pending.  Mr.  Searle  is  a young 
man  of  quick  perception  and  analytical  mind — the 
master  of  his  profession.  Like  all  of  the  family 
the  writer  has  met,  he  is  most  genial  and  affable, 
and  impresses  one  with  a feeling  of  ease  and  com- 
fort in  his  presence.  He  is  now  taking  a rest  at  his 
country  home  along  Jones’  Lake,  near  Montrose. 

On  March  5,  1889,  Mr.  Searle  was  married 
to  Miss  Marie  Antoinette  Baum,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Marie  Antoinette  Baum,  of  Spring- 
field,  111.,  and  to  them  have  come  children  as  fol- 
lows : Rogers,  Irene,  Josephine  and  Barry. 

EDWIN  A.  BELL,  one  of  Stroudsburg’s  suc- 
cessful business  men,  has  been  connected  with  nu- 
merous important  enterprises,  and  has  gained  an 
enviable  reputation  for  sound  judgment  and  execu- 
tive ability. 

Mr.  Bell  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock,  and  is  of 
the  sixth  generation  in  descent  from  Henry  Bell, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  come  from  Wales.  Henry 
Bell  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  had  three  children:  John, 


born  April  22,  1721 ; Mary,  December  n,  1722;  and 
Jonathan,  February  24,  1724. 

(II)  John,  who  died  April  29,  1773,  married 
Hannah  Rees,  March  14,  1745,  and  had  one  son, 
Jonathan. 

(III)  Jonathan,  born  June  29,  1749,  died  March 
14,  1773-  He  married  Mary  Stroud,  and  had  two 
sons,  James  and  Isaiah. 

(IV)  James,  born  March  8,  1771,  died  Jan- 
uary 14,  1851.  He  married  Susanna  Thomas,  May 
3,  1798,  and  had  six  children:  Joseph  B.,  born  May 
12,  1799,  married  Alary  Githens,  and  died  August 
14,  1879;  Mary  B.,  born  January  8,  1802,  married 
Aaron  Croasdale;  John  T.,  born  August  26,  1804, 
married  Antoinette  Jordan,  and  died  April  3,  1882 ; 
James,  Jr.,  born  August  10,  1808,  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Susan,  born  May  11,  1813,  died  June  26,  1843; 
and  Jane,  born  October  1,  1815,  was  married,  April 
3,  1834,  to  John  Jordan,  Jr. 

(V)  James  Bell,  Jr.,  was  married,  May  11, 

1841,  to  Hannah  Alsop.  He  died  June  11,  1899. 
They  had  seven  children:  (1)  Francis  Jordan,  bora 
April  2,  1842,  was  married  (first)  on  December 
17,  1874,  to  Alida  Ashmead,  and  (second)  on 
March  20,  1883,  to  K.  S.  Dunn.  He  has  three  chil- 
dren, Florence,  Edith  and  Frank.  (2)  Edwin  A. 
is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch.  (3)  Thomas  A., 
born  December  20,  1844,  married  Elizabeth  Dunn, 
September  17,  1868.  They  have  had  five  children  as 
follows : Albert  T. ; Frederick  D.,  who  married  Alice 
Maud  Gilbert,  born  October  21,  1896;  Philip  D., 
deceased;  William  B. ; and  Helen.  (4)  William  B., 
born  June  4,  1848,  married  Rachel  E.  Alsop,  July, 
7,  1875,  and  died  May  13,  1877.  (5)  Charles,  born 

October  4,  1849,  was  educated  at  Westtown  board- 
ing school,  and  for  several  years  was  in  business 
in  Philadelphia.  He  now  resides  in  Stroudsburg, 
and  is  largely  interested  in  the  Stroudsburg  Electric 
Light  & Power  Co.,  of  which  he  is  secretary.  (6) 
Emma,  born  June  9,  1853,  died  March  30,  1870. 
(7)  Henry  A.,  born  April  24,  1856,  was  married 
March  14,  1881,  to  Ida  Taylor.  They  have  three 
children,  Emma,  Bertha  and  Edwin  A. 

(VI)  Edwin  A.  Bell  was  born  April  26,  1843, 
at  the  old  homestead  situated  about  a mile  and  a half 
from  the  Delaware  Water  Gap,  now  known  as  The 
River  View  Farm  and  owned  by  Evan  T.  Croasdale. 
Between  the  ages  of  eight  and  nine  he  was  sent  to  the 
Friends  boarding  school  at  Westtown,  Chester  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  remained  until  nineteen,  acting  part 
of  the  time  as  instructor.  Going  to  Philadelphia 
he  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  by  John  J.  Lytle, 
who  carried  011  a retail  dry-goods  store, and  after  two 
years  he  entered  the  employ  of  Edwin  Hall  as  book- 
keeper. In  1869  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Hig- 
gins & Vanneman,  jobbers  of  notions,  and  during  his 
stay  the  firm  was  changed  twice,  becoming  Higgins, 
Burn  & Bell,  and  finally  Higgins,  Bell  & Warlord. 
In  1877  he  removed  to  Stroudsburg,  and  took  a po- 
sition in  the  institution  known  as  the  Monroe  County 
Banking  & Savings  Company  made  vacant  by  the 
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death  of  his  brother,  William  B.  Bell.  Later  he  was 
largely  instrumental  in  organizing  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Stroudsburg,  and  was  for  several 
years  cashier.  The  Chemical  Pulp  Company,  lo- 
cated at  Experiment  Mills,  three  miles  from  Strouds- 
burg, was  an  enterprise  in  which  several  of  the 
brothers  were  interested,  E.  A.  Bell  acting  for  some 
time  as  treasurer.  At  present  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful institutions  in  Monroe  county  is  the  Com- 
monwealth Building  & Loan  Association,  which  was 
organized  in  May,  1878,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  formulated  plans  for  the  working  of 
the  organization,  has  held  the  office  of  secretary  for 
twenty  years.  The  organization  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  the  town  and  county,  and  at  present  loans 
money  to  the  amount  of  $200,000.  During  all  the 
years  of  his  residence  in  Monroe  county,  Mr.  Bell 
carried  on  in  a small  way  the  business  of  insurance, 
and  finally  he  gave  his  time  entirely  to  it,  travel- 
ing- for  a while  as  adjuster  for  the  Royal  Insurance 
Companv.  In  1892  he  took  into  partnership  his 
daughter,  Miss  Caroline  F.  Bell,  and  the  firm  has 
since  been  known  as  E.  A.  Bell  & Co.  On  Sep- 
tember 16,  1868,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Percival 
Stokes,  a member  of  a well-known  family,  of  which 
an  account  is  given  below.  She  died  October  27, 
1883,  leaving  two  children,  Caroline  F,  and 
E.  Howard.  On  December  27,  1888,  Mr. 

Bell  married  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Hollinshead, 
of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Frank  Hollinshead.  A genealogical  re- 
cord of  the  Hollinshead  family  appears  elsewhere. 

The  Stokes  family  is  descended  from  John 
Stokes  ,who  was  at  one  time  a biscuit  baker  in  Lon- 
don, England. 

(II)  Thomas  Stokes,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
London,  England,  in  1646,  and  married  Mary,  a 
daughter  of  John  Barnard,  October  30,  1668.  He 
came  over  with  his  family  in  the  ship  “Kent,"  which 
arrived  in  New  Castle,  June  16,  1677,  and  for  some 
time  he  resided  at  or  near  Burlington,  N.  J.  Sub- 
sequently, by  deed  of  liis  brother  John  Stokes,  of 
Wentworth  street,  in  the  parish  of  Stepney,  London, 
he  became  the  owner  of  a farm  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  north  branch  of  the  Rancocas,  adjoining  the 
land  of  Bernard  Devonish  and  others.  He  departed 
this  life  in  1720;  his  wife  died  in  1697.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Sarah  married  Benjamin  Moore,  Octo- 
ber, 1693,  and  settled  in  Evesham,  Burlington  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  their  children  and  name  are  widely  ex- 
tended; Mary  married  John  Hudson  in  May,  1696; 
Thomas  married  Deliverance  Horner  in  1704;  and 
Joseph  married  (first)  Judith  Lippincott  (August 
10.  1710),  and  (second)  Ann  Haines;  and  John  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below. 

(III)  John  was  born  in  England,  in  1675,  and 
came  to  America  with  his  parents.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Green  and  grand- 
daughter of  Arthur  Green,  of  Bugbroke,  England. 
In  1712  he  purchased  a farm  of  200  acres  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Rancocas  river,  one  mile  below 
the  forks,  in  Willingboro,  Burlington  Co.,  N.  J., 


from  John  Wills,  executor  of  Thomas  Harding.  To 
this  he  subsequently  added  other  land,  making  in 
all  about  500  acres  bounded  on  the  north  by  Olive 
Mill  creek.  He  also  became  the  proprietor  of  about 
300  acres  in  Haycock  township,  in  the  upper  part 
of  Bucks  county,  Penn.  On  the  Rancoca's  farm, 
purchased  by  John  Stokes,  Thomas  Harding  had 
erected  a dwelling,  where  was  held  the  first  Ran- 
cocas meeting  of  Friends.  The  house,  with  the  ad- 
ditions subsequently  erected,  was  burned  in  1778. 
John  Stokes  died  in  1749,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 
He  had  one  son  John,  and  three  daughters:  Mary, 
who  married  Edward  Mullen  in  1724;  Eliza,  who 
married  Richard  Blackman,  and  left  two  children, 
Elizabeth  and  William;  and  Sarah,  who  married 
Isaac  Rogers. 

(IV)  John  Stokes  was  born  in  1713,  and  in 
1840  he  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Jervis  and 
Mary  Stockdale.  He  died  in  1798  and  his  wife  died 
in  1790,  aged  seventy-two  years.  He  settled  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  in  1742,  and 
two.  years  later,  upon  the  death  of  his  father,  re- 
moved to  the  homestead  on  the  banks  of  the  Ran- 
cocas. Lie  had  seven  children : Mary,  born  August 
6,  1745,  married  Isaac  Newton  ; John,  born  June  2, 
1747,  married  Susan  Newton;  David,  born  Novem- 
ber 12,  1751,  married  Ann  Lancaster;  Jervis  is 
mentioned  below;  Hannah,  born  October  12,  1756, 
married  (first)  Jacob  Haines,  and  (second)  George 
Browning;  Elizabeth,  born  Mav  31,  1759,  married 
Robert  French;  and  Rachel,  born  February  2,  1765, 
married  George  Hackney.  John  Stokes  settled  on 
the  farm  at  Haycock,  Bucks  Co.,  Penn.,  after  his 
marriage  to  Susan  Newton,  and.  they  had  nine  chil- 
dren as  follows : (T ) William  married,  and  lived 
to  an  advanced  age,  but  left  no  children.  (2)  John 
remained  single.  (3)  Samuel  married,  and  settled 
near  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  and  had  three  daughters. 

(4)  Stogdell  married,  and  had  two  children:  John 
died  unmarried;  and  Martha  married  Dr.  Newlin 
Stokes,  and  resides  in  Morristown,  N.  J.  Stogdell 
resided  in  Stroudsburg  for  some  years,  but  his  last 
days  were  spent  in  Moorestown  with  his  daughter. 

(5)  Mary  married  Thomas  Lister,  of  Quakertown, 
Penn.  (6)  Hannah  married  John  Paul,  of  near 
Hosham,  Penn.  (7)  Elizabeth  married  David 
Roberts,  of  Richland,  Penn.  (8)  Rachel  married 
Timothy  Smith,  of  near  Doylestown.Penn.  (9) 
Susan  married  James  Bryan,  of  Doylestown,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

(V)  Jervis  Stokes,  born  November  10,  1753, 
son  of  John  and  Hannah  Stokes,  married  Elizabeth 
Rodgers.  They  settled  on  the  north  of  Olive  Mill 
creek  end  of  the  Stckes  homestead.  Of  their  children, 
Martha  married  Aaron  Haines : Hannah  married 
Granville  Woolman  ; John  married  Elizabeth  Wool- 
man  ; William  married  Hannah  Hatcher;  Elizabeth 
married  Abel  Haines;  Jervis  is  mentioned  below; 
Joseph  married  Harriet  Stockton  : Mary  remained 
single ; Esther  married  Joseph  Butterworth ; Stog- 
dell married  Wilhelmena  Metzgar ; Samuel  married 
Amy  Middleton ; and  Mordecai  married  Sarah 
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Thompson.  The  offspring  of  this  branch  of  the 
family  are  numerous  and  widely  spread  throughout 
the  United  States. 

(VI)  Jervis  Stokes  married  Abigail  Woolman, 
and  had  eleven  children : Rachel  married  Daniel 
Shreeves  Zelly ; Elizabeth  married  Cyrus  Moore ; 
Uriah  married  Ann  Lawrence ; William  is  mentioned 
below;  Charles  married  (first)  Josephine  Yates, 
and  (second)  Mary  Ann  Parker;  George  married 
Martha  Burr  Stokes ; Rebecca  married  M.  Elwood 
Iiollinshead;  Granville  married  Cornelia  Taylor; 
Jervis  never  married  ; Franklin  married  Mary  Will- 
iams ; and  Milton  married  Sarah  Harris. 

( \ II)  William,  son  of  Jervis  Stokes  and  Abi- 
gail Woolman,  was  born  April  n,  1812,  and  died 
October  17,  1855.  He  was  married  October  15, 
1836,  to  Elizabeth  Percival,  and  had  five  children: 
Ella  died  April  17,  1840;  Mary  P.  married  Edwin  A. 
Bell,  our  subject;  Phebe  A.  married  Louis  Atkin- 
son, January  26,  1875;  Helen  E.  died  May  4,  1888; 
and  Percival  is  not  married. 

HON.  JOHN  B.  STORM,  of  Stroudsburg, 
is  one  of  Monroe  county's  most  distinguished  citi- 
zens, and  his  long  career  at  the  Bar  and  in  public 
life  reflects  credit  upon  the  section  where  he  was 
born  and  reared. 

Mr.  Storm  is  of  German  descent  in  the  pater- 
nal line,  and  is  of  the  fifth  generation  from  John 
Storm,  who  came  from  the  Fatherland  about  1750 
and  located  within  the  presents  limits  of  North- 
ampton county.  Later  he  removed  to  the  flats  at 
the  site  of  South  Stroudsburg,  then  a part  of  North- 
ampton county,  and  followed  farming  until  his 
death.  He  had  tlnee  sons:  John,  Frederick  and 
Andrew.  John  Storm,  last  mentioned,  had  three 
children : Andrew,  who  lived  and  died  in  Monroe 
count}’,  was  a prominent  man  in  h;s  day,  having- 
filled  the  offices  of  county  treasurer,  sheriff  and 
associate  judge;  Elizabeth  married  John  Sobers,  and 
both  are  now  deceased ; Ann’s  first  husband  was 
John  Fetherman,  her  second  Isaac  Slutter,  and  they 
are  ali  deceased.  Frederick  Storm  moved  to  the 
State  of  New  York  111  the  early  part  of  the  century, 
and  had  two  sons,  John  and  Abel ; the  latter  died 
unmarried,  and  John  left  to  survive  him  a son 
named  Frederick,  who  is  still  living  at  Ludlowville, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

Andrew  Storm,  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, made  his  home  upon  a farm  in  Hamilton 
township,  Monroe  county,  which  is  still  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  family.  He  was  the  father  of  the 
following-  children:  John  Teel,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father : Andrew,  who  died  about  twenty-five  years 
ago,  and  was  buried  in  Chestnut  Hill  township ; 
and  Elizabeth,  who  married  Jacob  Dreher,  a soldier 
of  the  war  of  1812,  and  a resident  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, where  she  died  in  her  ninety-second  year. 

John  Teel  Storm  resided  upon  his  father’s  old 
homestead,  and  died  in  1837,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
seven,  from  a disease  resembling  pneumonia,  which 
was  caused  by  exposure.  His  wife,  Rachel 


(Learn),  who  survived  him  many  years,  was  a 
member  of  the  Learn  family  which  was  almost  ex- 
terminated in  an  Indian  massacre.  They  had  sev- 
en children,  of  whom,  Jacob  Storm,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  the  eldest.  (2)  Andrew  died  in  Para- 
dise township,  Monroe  county.  (3)  Peter  died 
about  twenty-two  years  ago,  in  Carbon  county, 
Penn.  (4)  Samuel  died  in  Pocono  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  about  four  years  ago.  (5)  Charles  left 
no  descendants.  (6)  John  died  November  21,  1898. 
(7)  Elizabeth  married  William  Sampson,  of  Wavne 
county,  where  she  died  fifteen  years  ago. 

The  late  Jacob  Storm  was  born  September  4, 
1802,  in  Plamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
was  educated  in  the  subscription  schools  of  his  day, 
and  as  the  nearest  was  five  miles  from  his  home, 
his  desire  for  instruction  was  put  to  a severe  test 
in  rough  weather.  His  occupation  was  that  of 
a farmer.  He  died  October  9,  1895,  and  his  wife, 
Maria  (Brotzman),  who  was  born  in  Monroe  coun- 
ty, in  1806,  died  March  7,  1848.  They  had  seven 
children:  (1)  Samuel,  born  in  1828,  is  a gauger  in 
the  United  States  Revenue  service  and  resides  in 
Scranton.  He  married  Sophia,  daughter  of  Doc- 
tor Rupert,  and  has  had  two  children,  Hayden 
(deceased),  and  Emma  (Mrs.  Wells).  (2)  Simon, 
born  m 1832,  was  a farmer  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Hamilton  township,  where  he  died  in  August,  1897. 
He  married  Ellen  Jane  Miller,  and  had  five  chil- 
dren, George  A.,  Stewart  M.,  Jacob,  John  A.  and 
Martha  (who  married  Samuel  Schoch,  of  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county).  (3)  John  B.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (4)  Lewis,  born 
in  1839,  resides  in  Scranton,  and  has  been  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Lackawanna  Coal  & Iron  Co.  for  twenty 
years.  He  married  and  has  two  children,  Harry 
and  Malinda.  (5)  Rachel,  born  in  1830,  married 
William  Miller,  and  has  had  three  children,  Susan 
(deceased),  Helen  and  Flattie.  (6)  Susan,  born  in 
T834,  married.  Lewis  Heller,  now  deceased.  She 
has  four  children,  Oscar,  a resident  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Jacob,  a physician  at  Factoryville, 
Penn.;  Milton,  and  Martha.  (7)  Abel,  born  in 
1845,  resides  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county. 

John  B.  Storm  was  born  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship Monroe  county,  in  1838,  and  as  he  was  reared 
upon  a farm  his  early  educational  opportunities 
were  but  meager.  He  was  not  the  kind  of  youth 
to  succumb  to  adverse  circumstances,  and  by  hard 
work  and  close  economy  he  managed  to  make  his 
way  through  Dickinson  College,  graduating  in 
i86i.  On  leaving  that  institution  he  began  the 
study  of  law  with  Flon.  S.  S.  Dreher,  and  in  1863 
he  was  admitted  to  practice.  Previous  to  this  he 
had  served  a short  time  as  county  superintendent 
of  schools,  having  been  appointed  to  fill  a vacancy, 
and  lie  displayed  so  much  ability  in  this  position 
that  in  1863  he  was  elected  for  the  term  of  three 
years.  In  1866  he  was  again  elected,  serving  a full 
term,  and  in  1870  and  1872  he  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress on  the  Democratic  ticket.  After  four  years 
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of  service,  in  which  he  won  the  approbation  of  his 
constituents  by  his  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  he 
returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which 
he  met  with  marked  success.  As  a public  speaker 
he  is  notably  effective,  anti  has  won  special  praise 
in  his  successful  management  of  trial-cases.  In 
1882  he  was  nominated  by  his  party  as  a candidate 
for  the  XLYIIIth  Congress,  several  distinguished 
competitors  being  vanquished  in  the  convention, 
and  he  again  served  two  terms,  taking  an  influential 
part  in  the  work  of  the  House.  While  his  course 
was  eminently  conservative,  and  his  manner  less 
aggressive  than  that  of  some  ambitious  politicians 
in  Congress,  his  voice,  whenever  it  was  raised  upon 
any  question,  commanded  respectful  attention.  In 
1893  he  was  appointed  president  judge  of  Monroe 
county,  and  served  six  months.  He  has  been  a 
delegate  to  many  State  conventions  of  his  party, 
and  in  1888  was  a member  of  the  Democratic 
National  Convention.  For  twenty  years  he  has 
been  5 trustee  of  Dickinson  College,  and  be  is  now 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  at  East  Stroudsburg,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  chief  promoters.  He  was  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  governor  to  build 
the  State  Asylum  for  the  Chronic  Insane,  at  Wer- 
nersville,  and  at  various  times  his  abilities  have 
been  ('ailed  to  the  service  of  the  public  in  education- 
al and  philanthropic  movements.  For  thirty-one 
years  he  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Stroudsburg,  and  for  thirty  years  he  has 
served  on  the  board  of  trustees.  Since  1867  he  has 
been  a teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  Socially  he 
and  Ins  family  are  prominent,  and  while  in  Wash- 
ington he  united  (in  1872)  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 

On  October  24,  1865,  Mr.  Storm  married  Miss 
Harriet  Brown,  daughter  of  Robert  Brown,  of 
East  Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  had  four  chil- 
dren: J 1)  Nellie  K.,  born  September  9,  1867,  mar- 
ried Dr.  Edward  C.  Stout,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Margaret  C..  born  July  31,  1889.  (2)  John  A.,  born 
April  24,  1870,  died"  August  7,  same  year.  (3) 
Arthur  Leigh,  born  September  13,  1871,  is  an 
architect  m Philadelphia.  (4)  Robert  Frederick-, 
born  August  5.  1878,  is  a student  in  Drexel  Insti- 
tute in  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Storm  is  a member  of 
an  old  and  highly  esteemed  family  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, being  a great-granddaughter  of  John  Brown, 
who  settled  at  the  present  site  of  East  Stroudsburg 
in  1790,  purchasing  a farm  from  Mr.  Brodhead. 
He  was  born  in  May,  1746,  and  died  December  8, 
1821,  leaving  three  sons : John,  who  resided  in  Mon- 
roe county  on  the  old  Bushkill  road  ; Michael,  a res- 
ident of  Stroudsburg,  who  left  a large  family ; and 
Jacob,  Mrs.  Storm’s  grandfather.  Jacob  Brown 
was  born  December  1,  1771,  and  died  February  16, 
1841.  He  purchased  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
followed  farming,  and  for  many  years  he  was  a 
leading  citizen  of  this  section,  being  one  of  the  first 
associate  judges  chosen  after  the  county  was 
formed.  His  wife,  Susannah  Van  Buskirk,  was 


born  November  17,  1776,  and  died  April  29, 
1859.  They  had  six  children:  Anna,  born  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1801,  who  married  Jacob  Eilenberger ; 
Daniel,  born  January  19,  1803,  who  died  at 

his  home  above  Shawnee,  Monroe  county;  Rob- 
ert, Mrs.  Storm’s  father;  Mary,  born  January  8, 
1809,  who  married  Charles  Brodhead,  and  became 
the  mother  of  Hon.  C.  D.  Brodhead ; Edward,  born 
October  11,  1812,  now  deceased;  and  Ellen,  born 
October  18,  1818,  who  married  David  Keller.  Rob- 
ert Brown,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Storm,  was  born 
May  3,  1806,  and  after  receiving1  a common-school 
education  engaged  m farming.  On  May  25,  1837, 
he  married  Miss  Rachel  Bennett,  who  was  born 
July  25,  1817,  and  died  September  24,  1879,  and 
his  own  death  occurred  June  13,  1885.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  union : Ellen,  wife  of  Joseph 
Keller,  a furniture  dealer  at  Stroudsburg;  Daniel,  a 
jeweler  at  Stroudsburg;  Harriet,  Mrs.  Storm; 
Theodore  C.,  a retired  resident  of  Stroudsburg; 
John,  a resident  of  Watertown,  N.  Y. ; and  Robert, 
a furniture  dealer  in  Stroudsburg. 

WILLIAM  WALLACE.  The  history  of  this 
well-known  citizen  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county, 
is  most  interesting,  portraying  as  it  does  the  steps 
by  which  a talented  and  enterprising  youth  made 
his  way  to  success  notwithstanding  the  disadvan- 
tages of  early  poverty.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
a leader  in  various  lines  of  enterprise,  and  although 
he  is  now  less  active  than  formerly,  his  name  is 
closely  associated  with  the  most  important 
movements  connected  with  the  development  of  this 
section.  At  the  age  of  seventy-four  his  faculties 
are  still  unimpaired,  his  ripe  experience  giving  in- 
creased value  to  his  judgment,  and  he  might  well 
choose  to  “keep  his  armor  on,”  but  in  gradually  re- 
linquishing bis  work  to  younger  men  he  has  realized 
the  poet’s  ideal  which  would  “crown  a youth  of  labor 
with  a life  of  ease.” 

Mr.  Wallace  was  born  September  20,  1824,  in 
Northampton  county,  Penn.,  where  his  ancestors 
settled  at  an  early  day.  His  grandfather,  Moses 
Wallace,  was  a farmer  there  and  died  at  a good  old 
age,  leaving  a large  family  of  children,  among  whom 
were  three  sons,  Alexander,  Joseph  and  David. 

David  Wallace,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Northampton  county,  and  for  a number  of  years 
followed  farming  in  that  section,  but  later  removed 
to  Albion,  Calhoun  Co.,  Mich.,  where  he  died  at  the 
ag-e  of  seventy-five.  His  wife,  Jane  Mack,  a native 
of  Northampton  county,  also  attained  an  advanced 
age,  her  death  occurring  in  Michigan.  They  were 
devout  Methodists  in  religion,  and  were  much  es- 
teemed for  their  excellent  qualities  of  character. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  eight  children, 
the  others  being:  Margaret,  who  was  married  in 

Northampton  county  and  later  moved  to  Michigan  ; 
Joseph,  a merchant  of  Stroudsburg,  now  deceased ; 
Jeremiah,  who  settled  in  California;  Anna;  Sanford, 
a resident  of  Michigan;  Fermin,  who  went  to  Cali- 
fornia : and  Eleanor. 
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As  the  son  of  a busy  farmer,  Mr.  Wallace  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  details  of  agricultural 
work,  but  the  business  was  not  congenial,  and  even  in 
boyhood  he  determined  to  enter  mercantile  life.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
county,  and  later,  through  the  recommendation  of 
friends,  he  secured  a position  in  a general  store  in 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  worked  one  year  for  $25  per 
year,  the  opportunity  to  learn  the  business  being 
more  of  a consideration  than  his  salary.  His  em- 
ployers then  gave  him  $75  per  year,  and  by  the  end 
of  three  years  he  had  made  himself  indispensable  to 
the  firm,  and  was  offered  a half-interest.  This  gave 
him  an  excellent  chance  for  success,  and  in  less  than 
four  years  he  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  busi- 
ness, which  he  continued  many  years.  As  time 
passed  he  engaged  in  other  lines  of  business, 
meeting  with  uniform  success  in  all.  For 
some  time  he  carried  on  a large  wholesale  jobbing 
trade  in  lumber,  which  was  transported  by  team  or 
otherwise  to  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  from  there 
rafted  to  Philadelphia  and  other  points.  The  busi- 
ness developed  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  obliged 
to  take  a partner,  and  he  was  fortunate  in  finding 
the  right  parties  in  A.  Wykoff  & Bro.,  who  were 
then  conducting  an  extensive  trade  in  general  pro- 
duce, buying  in  this  section  and  carrying  it  by  team 
to  different  cities,  including  New  York.  For  a 
number  of  years  they  continued  together  and  in  ad- 
dition to  their  mercantile,  huckstering  and  lumber 
business  they  leased  and  operated  a large  forge  near 
Stroudsburg,  manufacturing  iron.  In  the  mean- 
time. our  subject’s  brother  Joseph,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed by  him  as  a clerk,  became  a partner ; but  in 
time  the  interests  of  the  firm  became  so  intricate  and 
exacting  that  they  decided  to  dissolve  the  partner- 
ship, Mr.  Wallace  retaining  the  lumber  business,  to 
which  he  has  devoted  much  time  and  energy.  There 
is  no  phase  of  this  business  with  which  he  is  not 
familiar,  and  in  the  thirty-three  years  in  which  he 
has  been  connected  with  it  he  has  cleared  several 
thousand  acres  of  timber  land.  His  first  purchase 
was  of  land  in  the  mountains  belonging  to  Jay 
Gould,  then  a tanner  residing  in  what  is  now  known 
as  Gouldsboro,  Penn.  Mr.  Wallace  built  a sawmill 
and  store  on  this  tract,  and  for  several  years  he 
made  a specialty  of  shipping  spruce  trees  by  railroad 
to  Water  Gap,  then  rafted  on  the  Delaware,  river  to 
Philadelphia  for  ship  spars,  some  being  cut  from 
his  land  and  others  being  bought  in  the  vicinity.  As 
the  spruce  timber  ran  out,  he  adapted  his  business 
to  the  changed  conditions,  and  in  addition  to  his  old 
mill  and  store  in  the  mountains  he  operated  a saw- 
mill and  planing-mill  at  Stroudsburg.  At  one  time 
Mr.  Wallace  was  president  of  the  Stroudsburg  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  throughout  his  long  and  active 
business  life  there  has  been  only  one  venture  in 
which  he  lost  money.  This  was  in  the  woolen-mills 
at  Stroudsburg,  but  the  loss  of  about  $50,000  in  that 
enterprise  simply  taught  him,  as  he  says,  not  to  go 
into  any  business  that  he  did  not  understand  to  the 
minutest  detail.  His  friends  affirm,  however,  that  the 


loss  arose  through  bis  trusting  too  much  to  the  ability 
and  integrity  of  others,  it  being  impossible  for  him 
to  be  at  the  same  time  in  Stroudsburg  and  New  York 
City,  where  his  goods  were  necessarily  placed  on  the 
market,  so  that  the  one  misfortune  has  in  no  way 
impaired  his  standing  as  a wise  and  far-sighted 
business  man. 

As  a citizen  Mr.  Wallace  has  always  been  pub- 
lic-spirited, and  his  ample  fortune  enables  him  to 
assist  in  the  worthy  projects  which  attract  his  notice. 
He  is  temperate  in  his  habits,  and  his  influence  has 
always  been  cast  upon  the  side  of  right.  While  he 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  questions,  being 
a stanch  Republican,  he  is  not  active  in  politics,  and 
has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  On  November  21, 
1851,  he  married  Miss  Flarriet  Huntsman,  a native 
of  Stroudsburg,  born  in  1827,  died  October  30,  1899. 
There  are  no  children. 

AMZI  LE  BAR,  M.  D.,  a leading  physician 
of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  is  a representative 
of  a high  ideal  of  citizenship,  his  public  spirit  hav- 
ing been  demonstrated  by  gallant  conduct  in  the 
army  as  well  as  honorable  and  upright  service  in 
the  paths  of  peace.  He  derives  his  sterling  quali- 
ties of  character  from  sturdy  pioneer  ancestry,  and 
is  remotely  of  French  descent,  the  family  name  be- 
ing spelled  in  various  ways,  as  — La  Barre,  LeBarre, 
and  LaBar. 

The  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  this  country 
were  three  brothers,  Peter,  Charles  and  Abram,  who 
landed  in  Philadelphia  about  1730.  After  a few 
days  of  rest  they  started  up  the  Delaware  river  with 
the  intention  of  making  a settlement  on  the  frontier 
line,  and  on  the  third  day  they  arrived  at  the  Forks 
of  the  Lehigh,  where  the  principal  white  village  of 
that  region  was  then  situated,  the  present  site  of 
Easton  being  occupied  by  an  Indian  town.  On  leav- 
ing this  settlement  they  pushed  on  until  they  came 
in  sight  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  and  after 
prospecting  for  a few  days  they  selected  a home- 
stead on  an  elevation  about  three-fourths  of  a mile 
from  the  river,  in  what  is  now  kit.  Bethel  township, 
Northampton  county.  At  that  time  there  were 
some  small  settlements  back  from  the  river,  but  none 
on  the  stream  above  Williamsburg  except  that  of 
Nicholas  Depiu,  who  had  a comfortable  home  at  the 
site  of  Shawnee.  The  three  brothers  built  their 
log  cabin  and  began  life  in  true  primitive  fashion, 
and  their  Indian  neighbors  were  soon  placed  on 
good  terms  with  them  through  friendly  words  and 
deeds.  For  many  years  they  continued  to  reside 
there  together,  but  as  other  settlers  came  from  the 
north  and  south  each  married  a German  or  Dutch 
wife  and  decided  to  found  a separate  home,  Charles 
retaining  the  old  homestead.  Peter  purchased  from 
the  Indians  a tract  £>f  land  above  the  mountains, 
southwest  of  the  present  site  of  Stroudsburg  and 
adjoining  a tract  bought  by  Col.  Stroud  some  years 
later.  He  cleared  the  tract  and  made  a fine  home- 
stead, where  his  remaining  years  were  spent,  and 
a large  family  of  children  survived  him.  Abram 
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settled  above  the  “Notch,”  not  far  from  the  present 
Delaware  Water  Gap  depot,  and  in  addition  to  his 
homestead  he  cleared  and  cultivated  the  island  just 
above  the  Gap.  He  resided  there  many  years  and 
is  mentioned  in  the  report  made  by  Nicholas  Scull, 
who  was  sent  by  the  Governor  in  1741  to  investigate 
the  state  of  affairs  in  the  Smithfields.  It  is  known 
that  he  left  a large  family,  but,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
other  brothers,  the  records  have  not  been  preserved. 

II.  Daniel  LaBar,  our  subject’s  great-grand- 
father, is  supposed  to  have  been  a son  of  Abram,  as 
the  tradition  among  his  descendants  is  that  his  father 
first  settled  in  Easton,  then  moved  to  Wind  Gap,  and 
finally  located  at  the  farm  now  occupied  by  E.  T. 
Croasdale,  and  this  legend  seems  to  be  confirmed 
by  outside  authority.  Daniel  LaBar  became  asso- 
ciated with  Gol.  Stroud  in  land  speculation  and  other 
business,  and  for  many  years  he  carried  the  mail  be- 
tween Shawnee  and  Stroudsburg,  while  he  also  won 
a reputation  as  a scout  and  Indian  fighter.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  a Miss  Chambers,  and  (second)  Miss 
Cornelia  Van  Etten,  and  had  two  sons,  John  C.  and 
Daniel  E.  The  latter  settled  in  Wisconsin,  where 
his  descendants  are  still  to  be  found. 

III.  John  C.  LaBar,  our  subject's  grandfather, 

was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  John  Depue,  and  had  six  children,  of 
whom,  two,  Hiram  and  Benjamin,  died  in  infancy. 
The  others  were:  J.  Depue,  Daniel,  Moses  and 

Samuel,  all  now  deceased.  The  father  died  March 
19,  1865,  and  the  mother  on  October  5,  1876. 

IV.  J.  Depue  LaBar,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  July  31,  1814,  at  Pabaquarry,  Warren  Co., 
N.  J.,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood,  assisting  his 
father  on  the  farm  and  attending  the  common 
schools.  At  sixteen  he  began  to  run  a raft,  carry- 
ing lumber  down  the  Delaware  to  Philadelphia,  and 
this  business  he  continued  in  the  season  during  many 
years,  becoming  noted  as  an  expert  steersman.  At 
twenty  he  also  engaged  in  farming,  renting  a place 
in  Smithfield  township  from  his  grandfather  LaBar. 
Later  he  purchased  a farm  of  seventy  or  eighty  acres 
in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and  on  selling  it  some 
years  afterward  he  removed  to  Pahaquarrv,  N.  J., 
where  he  spent  eight  years  in  lumbering  and  farm- 
ing. He  then  bought  the  “Bush”  farm  at  Shawnee, 
and  after  cultivating  it  for  about  twelve  years  he 
rebuilt  his  residence  in  Shawnee  village  and  made 
his  permanent  home  there.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he 
opened  a general  store  at  Shawnee  in  partnership 
with  his  son-in-law,  George  F.  Heller,  under  the  firm 
name  of  LeBar  & Heller,  and  after  the  withdrawal 
of  Mr.  Heller  he  continued  the  business  alone.  At 
an  early  age  he  became  an  active  and  influential 
worker  in  the  Democratic  party  and  among  the 
numerous  official  positions  held  by  him  we  may  men- 
tion, his  eighteen  years  as  postmaster  at  Shawnee,  and 
ten  years— 1882-1887  and  1887-1892 — as  one  of  the 
lay  judges  of  Monroe  county.  From  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Stroudsburg  Bank  he  served  as  a member 
of  the  board  of  directors,  with  the  exception  of  the 
one  year  in  four  required  by  its  charter,  and  dur- 


ing the  Civil  war  he  rendered  efficient  aid  in  the 
work  of  filling  the  quota  from  Smithfield  township. 
From  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Shawnee  he  gave 
active  support  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  there, 
serving  as  elder  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  his 
upright  life  and  character  won  for  him  the  lasting 
esteem  of  his  fellow  townsmen. 

On  August  13,  1836,  Mr.  LaBar  married  Sarah 
A.  Bush,  daughter  of  George  V.  and  Maria  (Stet- 
ler)  Bush,  and  granddaughter  of  George  Bush,  an 
early  settler  from  Germany,  and  his  wife,  Mary 
(Van  Campen).  Eight  children  were  born  to  them, 
viz. : Sarah  M.,  wife  of  George  F.  Heller,  of  Strouds- 
burg; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Col.  John  Schoonover,  of 
Truxen,  N.  J. ; Susan,  wife  of  Samuel  D.  Overfield, 
of  Delaware  Water  Gap;  Amzi,  our  subject;  Mar- 
garet, widow  of  Charles  S.  Hill,  of  Oxford  Furnace, 
N.  J. ; Alary,  deceased  wife  of  Rev.  F.  P.  Dalrymple, 
pastor  of  Shawnee  Presbyterian  Church ; Hiram, 
who  operates  the  old  farm  at  Shawnee,  and  Frank- 
lin, a resident  of  Pennington,  N.  J.,  who  is  general 
agent  in  that  State  for  the  Provident  Life  Insurance 
Co.  of  Philadelphia.  The  father  passed  away  in  De- 
cember, 1894,  at  the  age  of  eighty  ; the  mother  is  still 
living  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four. 

V.  Dr.  Amzi  LeBar  was  born  November  16, 
1842,  in  Pahaquarry  township,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J., 
and  when  six  years  old  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood,  receiving  a district-school  education 
and  gaining  practical  experience  in  farming,  lum- 
bering and  mercantile  business  under  his  father’s 
supervision.  He  also  taught  school  for  a time,  and 
in  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  142nd  P.  V.  I., 
becoming  orderly-sergeant.  His  courage  won  him 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant,  but  a 
fever  so  undermined  his  strength  that  he  was  dis- 
charged on  July  3,  1863,  because  of  disability.  He 
returned  home  for  treatment,  but  did  not  regain  his 
health  until  the  fall  of  1864,  a trip  of  a few  months, 
through  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  contributing  to  his  re- 
covery. During  the  winter  of  1864  he  taught  school 
at  Shawnee,  and  in  the  following  spring  he  began 
reading  medicine  with  Dr.  FI.  R.  Barnes,  formerly 
of  Allentown,  Penn.,  but  then  practicing  in  Shawnee. 
In  the  fall  of  1865  he  entered  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia,  where  he  took  three  courses  of 
lectures,  including  two  in  the  summer  term,  and  in 
1867  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  AI.  D. 
He  remained  for  a post-graduate  lecture  course,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1867  began  his  professional  work  at 
Elmer,  N.  J.  In  February,  1868,  he  located  in  Ash- 
ley, Penn.,  and  in  November,  1871,  he  settled  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  remained  until  his  removal 
to  Stroudsburg  in  the  spring  of  1874.  He  speedily 
established  a large  practice  there,  and  in  July,  1880, 
he  purchased  the  old  Hollinshead  drug  store  on 
Main  street,  which  he  has  since  conducted,  his  pro- 
fessional work  being  limited,  so  far  as  possible,  to 
office  business.  Flis  practice  includes  all  classes  of 
cases,  but  his  remarkably  successful  work  in  obstet- 
rics has  brought  him  special  renown.  As  an  active 
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and  efficient  worker  in  the  cause  of  religion,  having 
been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  since  the 
age  of  eighteen,  he  takes  keen  interest  in  the  Sunday- 
school  connected  with  the  Stroudsburg  Church,  and 
for  some  time  served  as  superintendent.  He  has 
been  an  elder  in  that  Church  for  the  past  thirteen 
years.  Socially,  he  and  his  family  are  prominent. 
In  1868  the  Doctor  married  Miss  Marietta  Bush, 
daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Bush,  of  Shawnee,  and 
two  children  brighten  his  home,  John  Clyde  and 
Mary. 

THOMAS  KITSON,  of  Stroudsburg,  Mon- 
roe county,  proprietor  of  the  Stroudsburg  Wool- 
en Mills,  is  a man  whose  energy  and  enterprise 
have  raised  him  from  a humble  position  in  life  to 
one  of  affluence,  and  this  brief  account  of  his  suc- 
cessful career  cannot  fail  to  convey  a helpful 
lesson. 

Mr.  Ivitson  was  born  June  7,  1840,  at  Brad- 
ford, Yorkshire,  England,  and  comes  of  good  old 
stock  which  has  been  distinguished  in  more  than 
one  generation  by  the  gallant  service  of  its  mem- 
bers in  the  wars  of  their  country.  Daniel  Ivitson, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Yeadon, 
Yorkshire,  England,  and  became  a wool  spinner  by 
trade.  In  early  life  he  served  four  years  before  the 
mast  m the  English  navy,  during  which  time  he 
participated  in  the  battle  of  the  Nile.  He  lived  to 
an  advanced  age.  His  family  consisted  of  four 
children:  David,  John,  Daniel  and  Elizabeth. 

David  Ivitson,  our  subject’s  father  was  born 
in  1785,  and  when  fifteen  years  old  entered  the 
English  army  with  his  brother  Daniel,  who  died  in 
the  service  in  Jamaica.  David  remained  in  the 
army  for  seventeen  years,  serving  first  in  the  West 
Indies  and  then  in  the  East  Indies.  He  was  at  the 
taking  of  the  Isles  of  France,  Bourbon  and  Cey- 
lon, took  part  in  the  Napoleonic  wars,  and  was  at 
Waterloo,  where  he  received  a flesh  wound  in  the 
right  thigh  on  the  first  day  of  the  battle.  He  drew 
a pension  from  1817  until  his  death,  and  received  a 
medal  from  the  British  Government  bearing  the  fol- 
lowing inscription:  “June  18,  181^.  Corporal  David 
Kitson  of  the  33rd  Reg  of  Foot,  Wellington,  Water- 
loo.” This  valuable  relic  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
our  subject.  At  the  close  of  his  long  term  of  service 
Corporal  Kitson  received  an  honorable  discharge 
and  became  a wool  spinner,  continuing  that  occupa- 
tion until  a few  years  before  his  death  in  1867. 
His  wife,  Nancy  (Mellin),  a native  of  Barrow, 
England,  survived  him,  and  in  1876  came  to  Amer- 
ica, her  last  days  being  spent  in  Stroudsburg.  They 
had  two  children,  Sarah  Ann  and  Thomas.  Sarah 
Ann  married  James  Davis,  a resident  of  Strouds- 
burg, and  both  are  now  in  their  seventy-first  year. 

Thomas  Kitson  acquired  industrious  habits  in 
his  youth,  at  the  age  of  ten  years  beginning  work 
in  a woolen-mill.  When  nineteen  vears  old  he 
came  to  America,  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of 
his  trade  quickly  secured  him  employment  in  a mill 
at  Leeds,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.  Later  he  was  em- 


ployed at  various  places,  his  active  mind  picking 
up  information  concerning  methods  and  processes 
which  he  has  put  to  good  use  in  his  own  mill.  In 
the  fall  of  1866  he  made  a visit  to  his  relatives  in 
England,  and  on  his  return,  after  two  months’  ab- 
sence, he  decided  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own 
account.  In  April,  1873,  he  was  at  Thomaston, 
Conn.,  and  while  there  formed  a partnership  with 
two  others  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  Wallace 
mills  at  Stroudsburg,  which  were  then  closed ; they 
carried  out  the  plan,  but  the  panic  of  1873  caused 
them  serious  loss.  Mr.  Kitson  then  formed  a 
partnership  with  William  Wallace,  and  they  oper- 
ated the  mill  until  1883,  when  Mr.  Wallace  sold  his 
interest  to  Mr.  Kitson,  who  has  since  continued  the 
business  alone. 

When  our  subject  first  became  connected  with 
the  plant  there  were  only  four  looms,  employing 
thirteen  hands  ; but  the  business  has  grown  under  his 
skillful  management  until  it  is  now  the  leading  in- 
dustry of  Stroudsburg,  keeping  230  hands  busy,  and 
sending  out  more  than  $400,000  worth  of  goods  an- 
nually. He  takes  the  raw  wool,  fresh  from  the 
back  of  the  sheep,  and  turns  out  the  finished  prod- 
uct, and,  in  this  connection,  we  mav  mention  the 
feat  performed  at  the  mills  May  18,  1898,  when  the 
world's  record  for  converting  the  raw  wool  into  fin- 
ished clothing  was  lowered  by  nearly  two  hours. 
At  6:30  a.  m.  six  sheep  were  sheared,  and  in  six 
hours  and  four  minutes  the  wool  had  passed  through 
the  hands  of  the  sorters,  scourers  and  dyers,  was 
dried,  picked,  carded,  spun,  and  then,  after  several 
processes,  reached  the  weaver.  The  cloth  went 
through  eighteen  processes  of  manufacture,  and 
finally,  the  general  finishing  completed,  was  taken  by 
the  tailor,  who,  with  several  assistants,  turned  out  a 
perfectly  made  up-to-date  suit,  which  Mr.  Kitson 
wore  that  day  at  the  dinner  given  to  his  friends  in 
honor  of  the  occasion.  The  record,  eight  hours,  was 
formerly  held  in  Scotland,  by  a mill  at  < lalashiel  , but 
whereas  the  cloth  turned  out  then  contained  only 
one  kind  of  wool,  that  made  in  the  Kitson  trial  con- 
tained forty  per  cent,  white  and  sixty  per  cent, 
black,  making  a better  cloth  and  giving  a distinct 
pattern,  a fact  which  gives  still  more  significance  to 
the  feat ; the  material  was  that  known  as  “Scotch 
cheviot.”  Altogether  the  performance  was  both 
interesting  and  important,  showing  as  it  does  the 
advances  which  have  been  made  along  manufactur- 
ing lines,  the  skill  and  speed  attainable  by  expe- 
rienced workmen,  and  not  least  of  all  the  control  a 
man  may  acquire  over  his  business  in  years  of  faith- 
ful application  to  its  management,  knowing  as  our 
subject  does  the  work  each  department  is  capable 
of  turning  out.  The  Stroudsburg  Woolen  Mills 
hold  a place  in  the  front  rank  in  their  line,  and  it 
will  undoubtedly  be  a long  time  before  this  record 
is  surpassed  or  wrested  from  them.  The  suit  of 
clothes  which  Mr.  Kitson  made  can  at  any  time  be 
seen  at  the  Commercial  Exchange  in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Kitson  has  an  elegant  home  in  Main  street, 
Stroudsburg',  one  of  the  finest  in  the  city,  and  he 
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and  his  family  are  much  esteemed  in  social  life.  In 
1859  he  married  Miss  Martha  A.  Rayner,  who  was 
born  in  1840,  at  Bradford,  England,  and  two  chil- 
dien  were  born  to  them:  Marian  A.,  wife  of  W.  H. 
Sweet  of  New  York  City ; and  Thomas  J.  The  moth- 
er of  ihese  died  January  24,  1894,  and  in  June,  1895, 
Mr.  Kitson  married  Effie  Snyder,  of  Stroudsburg. 
Politically  our  subject  is  a Republican,  but  he  does 
not  aspire  to  official  honors.  He  is  regarded,  de- 
servedly, as  a self-made  man  in  the  best  sense  of 
that  oft-abused  term,  for  when  he  landed  in  Amer- 
ica nearly  forty  years  ago  he  had  but  two  and  one- 
half  dollars  in  money,  and  no  special  advantages 
of  education  to  aid  him  on  the  road  to  fortune ; but 
he  has,  by  native  ability,  industry  and  good  man- 
agement, won  a place  second  to  none  in  the  business 
circles  of  bis  adopted  county,  and  be  merits  the 
respect  and  esteem  which  are  everywhere  accorded 
him. 

SCHOONOVER.  The  Schoonovers  are  an 
old  Holland-Duteh  family.  The  name  is  spelled 
Schoonoven  in  old  records.  Thomas  Schoonover 
was  one  of  the  taxables  in  the  M'inisink,  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1739.  Ezekiel  Schoonover  was 
in  Delaware  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1781,  and 
in  1801  Nicholas  Schoonover  appears  among  the 
taxables.  Rodolphus  Schoonover  settled  in  Smith- 
field,  Pike  county,  near  Bushkill,  where  he  had  a 
gristmill  before  the  Revolutionary  war. 

William  Schoonover  came  from  New  Jersey, 
and  followed  the  Lackawaxen  as  far  as  Dyberry 
Forks,  thence  in  1791  about  a mile  up  the  Dyberry. 
When  he  followed  up  the  river  there  were  a few 
settlements  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lack- 
awaxen, and  extending  up  as  far  as  Indian  Orchard. 
He  was  the  first  white  settler  on  the  Dyberry,  and 
his  son,  Levi,  born  in  1794,  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  the  valley  of  that  river.  He  avoided  the 
swamp  where  Honesdale  now  stands,  and  located  in 
the  sheltered  vale,  which  in  recent  years  has  been 
known  as  Schoonover  flats.  Here  he  rolled  up  his 
log  cabin  not  far  from  a good  spring,  and  com- 
menced to  clear  away  the  primeval  forest  and  to 
open  up  cultivated  fields.  When  he  came  there 
were  no  roads  except  Indian  trails,  and  communica- 
tion with  distant  neighbors  was  most  difficult.  The 
old  route  lay  back  of  Irving’s  Cliff.  Thomas  Span- 
genberg,  his  brother-in-law,  who  came  up  to  Beth- 
any in  1794,  mentions  this  fact  in  his  account  of  the 
settlers  that  he  found  here  at  that  time.  Mr. 
Schoonover  was  obliged  to  go  to  Milford,  Pike 
county,  on  horseback,  to  get  his  grain  ground,  and 
for  his  groceries,  but  as  hunting  and  fishing  were 
good,  fresh  meat  could  be  easily  obtained.  He  was 
a squatter  for  a number  of  years,  when  Jason  Tor- 
rey,  who  was  a good  surveyor  and  land  agent,  ad- 
vised him  to  patent  his  land.  This  was  good  ad- 
vice, and  after  some  urging  he  accepted  it,  agreeing 
to  give  Mr.  Torrey  one-half  of  the  land  for  his  serv- 
ices. Mr.  Torrey  surveyed  the  land  and  had  it 
patented.  In  the  division  Mr.  Schoonover  retained 


the  northern  part,  which  contained  his  clearing  and 
dwelling,  and  Mr.  Torrey  took  the  southern  part, 
which  includes  the  northern  half  of  Honesdale,  ex- 
tending from  a line  drawn  nearly  east  and  west 
through  the  center  of  Central  Park.  This  part  be- 
ing swampy  and  less  valuable,  as  was  supposed,  Mr. 
Torrey  received  forty  acres  more  than  half  for  his 
services,  and  the  land  estimated  at  so  small  a value 
subsequently  became  the  foundation  of  the  Torrey 
fortune. 

William  Schoonover  married  Susanna  Span- 
genberg,  and  tbev  reared  a family  of  nine  children, 
viz. : Levi ; Anna,  wife  of  Enos  Cramer,  who  moved 
to  New  York  State  (he  had  a son,  David,  who  lived 
on  the  turnpike)  ; Daniel,  mentioned  below;  Jacob; 
Simon ; Esther,  wife  of  Robert  Causton ; Amelia, 
wife  of  Samuel  Cosad ; Evalina,  wife  of  William 
Miller  ; and  Julia,  wife  of  William  Sherwood.  Will- 
iam Schoonover  died  in  1828,  aged  sixty-four;  he  and 
his  wife  are  buried  in  the  Schoonover  burying- 
ground  on  his  farm  located  on  rising  land  that  over- 
looks the  Dyberry. 

Daniel  Schoonover,  born  November  20,  1796, 
married  Eliza  Jacks,  of  New  Jersey,  and  kept  the 
homestead.  He  reared  a family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  married. 
He  was  a sober  and  industrious  man,  and  not  only 
cultivated  the  farm  on  the  flats,  but  was  associated 
with  his  brother  Jacob  in  the  ownership  and  cultiva- 
tion of  a large  farm  on  the  turnpike  north  of  Beth- 
any. His  large  and  patriarchal  family  were  a bee- 
hive of  industry  and  thrift.  They  had  cattle,  sheep 
and  horses,  and  grew,  grain  and  flax.  The  good 
housewife  and  her  daughters  spun  and  wove  cloths, 
which  they  also  made  into  garments  for  wear.  Mr. 
Schoonover  could  cobble  sufficiently  to  make  shoes 
for  the  family,  and  he  dressed  deer  skins,  which 
were  made  into  gloves  and  mittens  not  only  for  the 
family,  but  also  for  sale.  The  swamp  down  by  the 
forks  of  the  Dyberry,  where  Honesdale  stands  amid 
her  maples,  arrayed  in  beauty,  was  the  home  of  the 
deer  and  bear,  the  hunting-ground  of  Mr.  Schoon- 
over. He  would  sometimes  kill  a deer  before  break- 
fast. He  kept  bees  and  had  honey,  and  with  all 
their  industry  this  resourceful  family  lived  well. 
And  the  daughters,  now  grown  old  and  gray,  in 
recounting  these  eventful  years,  think  that  there 
was  no  cook  like  their  mother,  and  that  there  were 
no  times  better  than  the  old  times  when  their  fam- 
ily was  all  at  home,  and  they  lived  so  independently 
of  the  rest  of  the  world  by  means  of  their  own  in- 
dustry and  the  kindly  blessing  of  Providence.  This 
family  is  a good  specimen  of  the  honest,  sober, 
hard-working  pioneers  who  laid  the  foundations  of 
society  deep  and  strong.  They  were  Methodists, 
and  the  daughters  remember  the  Fourth  of  July 
celebrations,  when  the  Sunday-school  children  of 
all  the  Churches  marched  through  the  town  every 
year  with  banners,  then  repaired  to  the  green  at  the 
Tabernacle  and  listened  to  the  oration,  after  which 
cookies  were  passed  to  every  one. 

Daniel  Schoonover  died  January  20,  1880,  aged 


so 
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eighty-four.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the 
Schoonover  burying-ground.  Of  their  large  fam- 
ily, Phebe  married  George  Kimble  and  lived  near  the 
fair  grounds ; both  are  now  deceased.  Lucinda  is  the 
widow  of  Sylvanus  Perham,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  now  de- 
ceased ; one  of  her  sons  was  county  commissioner  of 
Wayne  county.  Evalina,  now  deceased,  married  Will- 
iam Causton ; he  is  now  living  in  Illinois.  Joanna  is 
the  widow  of  John  P.  Kimble,  who  was  the  owner  of 
Kimble’s  steam  mill  at  Tracy ville,  and  lives  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  O.  J.  Brown,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
her  son  Warren  died  while  serving  as  sheriff  of 
Wayne  county.  Sylvestea  M.  is  the  widow  of  John 
Decker;  she  had  a daughter,  Ida  E.,  born  April  n, 
1859,  died  March  24,  1890.  They  lived  in  Peckville 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Decker,  June  16,  1863,  and 
the  widow  is  now  a resident  of  Honesdale,  and  is 
active  in  religious  and  temperance  work.  Jacob 
married  Martha  Weir,  of  Pittston,  Penn.,  and  resid- 
ed in  Pocahontas,  Ark. ; he  is  now  deceased ; his  son 
Parke  lives  with  Mrs.  Decker.  William,  now  de- 
ceased, married  Mary  Mulkey,  and  his  widow  re- 
sides in  Indiana.  Maria  H.  is  the  widow  of  John 
Mulford,  and  resides  in  Madison,  N.  J.  Caroline 
married  Charles  J.  Knapp,  now  a retired  merchant, 
and  lives  in  Rutherford,  N.  J.  Warren  married 
Amanda  Mathewson,  and  is  a physician  in  New 
York.  Eliza  Ann  is  the  widow  of  Rev.  George 
Pritchett,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Daniel  W.  married 
Sarah  Greenwood,  and  resides  in  Scranton,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

JUDGE  JOHN  LEWIS-  SHERWOOD.  The 
history  of  a county  as  well  as  that  of  a nation  is 
chiefly  the  chronicles  of  the  lives  and  deeds  of  those 
who  have  conferred  honor  and  dignity  upon  society. 
Among  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  Wayne 
county  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  cred- 
itably and  satisfactorily  serving  as  associate  judge. 
Since  reaching  man's  estate  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  the  county, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  the  beautiful  place  in  Pres- 
ton township,  known  as  Robin  Hood  Park. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Judge  Sherwood 
was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Penn.,  February  21, 
1836,  and  is  a representative  of  a family  of 
English  origin  which  was  early  founded  in  the 
New  World.  His  father,  Amos  O.  Sherwood, 
was  born  April  12,  1799,  in  Litchfield  county, 
Conn.,  and  was  married ‘February  16,  1817,  to 

Miss  Betsy  Burr,  then  seventeen  years  of  age. 
Her  father,  Rowland  Burr,  was  also  a native  of 
Connecticut,  ‘and  belonged  to  a highly-respected 
family.  For  a time  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sherwood  continued  to  make  their  home  in 
Connecticut,  and  then  migrated  to  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  a few  years.  Subsequently  he 
conducted  a hotel  in  Riley  ville,  and  In  1838  located 
upon  the  present  farm  of  our  subject,  on  which 
a log  cabin  had  been  erected,  but  only  a few  acres 
cleared.  Here  he  died  January  2,  1881,  at  the  age 


of  eighty-two  years,  having  long  survived  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  in  1838  while  living  in  Riley  ville. 
Early  in  life  they  had  united  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  always  adhered  to  its  doc- 
trines. Throughout  his  business  career  the  father 
engaged  at  different  times  in  lumbering,  farming, 
merchandising  and  hotel  keeping,  and  his  political 
support  was  given  first  to  the  Whig  party  and  later 
to  the  Republican  party. 

The  children  born  to  Amos  O.  and  Betsy  Sher- 
wood were  Eunice,  deceased  wife  of  Ezra  Seeley ; 
Ebenezer  B.,  deceased;  Amelia,  widow  of  Marcus 
Moore ; Nathan,  deceased ; Munson,  who  died  at 
Equinunk,  Wayne  county;  Granville  B.,  a resident 
of  Preston  township ; Eleanor,  deceased ; William 
H.,  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Sallie  and 
Hariette,  both  deceased  ; and  John  Lewis,  of  this 
sketch. 

Since  a child  of  two  years  Judge  Sherwood  has 
lived  upon  his  present  farm,  and  in  an  old  log  school 
house,  supplied  with  slab  seats  and  other  primitive 
furniture,  he  obtained  his  early  education;  but  by 
extensive  reading  and  practical  experience  in  later 
years  he  has  added  greatly  to  the  knowledge  there 
obtained.  For  some  years  he  assisted  his  father  in 
his  various  business  enterprises,  and  for  a quarter 
of  a century  successfully  engaged  in  hotel  keeping 
on  his  own  account.  Merchandising,  farming  and 
stock  dealing  having  also  claimed  considerable  of 
his  attention,  and  he  still  manages  his  fine  farm  of 
240  acres,  which  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  rural 
homes  in  Wayne  county,  and  an  ideal  summer  resort. 

Judge  Sherwood  was  married  in  Wayne  county, 
January  1,  1859,  1°  Miss  Annie  Dix,  a native  of 
Hancock,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Jane  (Kingsbury)  Dix,  now  deceased, 
the  father  dying  in  November,  1849,  and  the  mother, 
who  belonged  to  a prominent  pioneer  family  of 
Wayne  county,  dying  in  Buckingham  township. 
To  the  Judge  and  his  wife  were  born  six  children: 
Amos  O.,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  life  and  fire 
insurance  business  in  Uniondale,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn;  Jane,  wife  of  Dr.  F.  P.  Hough,  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Myra,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years ; Bessie  B.,  wife  of  Id.  R.  Underwood,  now 
of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Cora,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years;  and  Jesse  Lewis,  who  resides  at  home, 
and  is  now  serving  as  postmaster  of  Preston. 
Mrs.  Sherwood  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Judge  Sherwood  is  one  of  the  most  zealous  and 
a'ctive  members  of  the  Republican  party  in  Wayne 
county,  and  his  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his 
worth  and  ability,  have  often  called  upon  him  to 
serve  in  official  positions.  Fie  has  been  a member  of 
the  school  board,  supervisor  and  treasurer  of  his 
township,  and  for  six  years  was  county  commis- 
sioner. In  1896  he  was  elected  associate  judge  of 
Wayne  county,  and  he  is  thoroughly  impartial  in  met- 
ing out  justice,  his  opinions  being  unbiased  by  either 
fear  or  favor.  Socially  he  is  deservedly  popular, 
as  he  is  affable  and  courteous  in  manner,  and  pos- 
sesses a certain  essential  qualification  to  success  in 
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public  life,  namely,  the  making  of  friends  readily  and 
of  strengthening  the  ties  of  all  friendships  as  time 
advances. 

WALTER  V.  BURCHER  (deceased)  was  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
pioneer  families  of  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  its 
members  having  borne  a most  important  part  in  the 
development  and  upbuilding  of  this  region. 

William  Burcher,  his  grandfather,  was  a native 
of  England,  where  he  followed  carpentering  and 
building  in  early  life.  There  he  was  married  to  Eliza- 
beth Passmore,  and  the  following  year  they  came 
to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade.  He  purchased  a large  tract  of  land,  for  which 
he  paid  all  the  money  he  had  with  him,  the  bal- 
ance to  be  paid  when  his  partner  arrived  from  Eng- 
land ; but  as  the  latter  died  on  the  voyage  he  lost 
both  the  land  and  the  capital  he  had  invested. 
Later  he  made  another  purchase ; but  when  the  last 
payment  fell  due  it  was  found  that  a clear  title  could 
not  be  obtained,  and  in  consequence  he  lost  that 
property.  He  then  removed  to  Damascus  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  he  bought  land  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, dying  there  in  1839.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  some  years  previous.  Their  children,  who  are 
also  now  deceased,  were : Sarah,  wife  of  Warren 
Dimick,  a hotel  man  of  Painted  Post,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn. ; Helen,  wife  of  Titus  Yerkes,  of  Mich- 
igan ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Joseph  Yerkes,  of  Damas- 
cus township,  Wayne  county;  Massey,  wife  of 
Adam  Cramer,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne 
county;  John,  the  father  of  our  subject;  and  Sam- 
uel, who  died  in  1839. 

John  Burcher  was  born  in  London,  England, 
and  was  about  five  years  old  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  the  New  World,  being  reared  in 
Wayne  county  amid  scenes  of  frontier  life.  He 
remained  on  the  old  homestead  in  Damascus  town- 
ship, and  throughout  life  followed  the  occupations 
of  lumbering  and  farming,  it  being  often  said  that 
he  cleared  more  land  than  any  other  man  in  W ayne 
county.  His  political  support  was  given  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  in  1861  he  and  seven  sons  cast 
their  ballots  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  died  in 
October,  1892,  and  he  was  deeply  mourned  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  married  Maxmillia  Land,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Skinner)  Land, 
and  thev  became  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren : William  spent  most  of  his  life  as  a farmer  in 
Damascus  township,  but  was  living  at  Narrows- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  at  the  time  of  his  death;  Mary  died 
in  infancy;  Lvdia  (deceased),  was  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Tibetts,  of  Honesdale,  Penn.;  Samuel  (deceased) 
was  a farmer  of  Damascus  township;  Phoebe  (de- 
ceased! was  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Yerkes.  a farmer 
of  the  same  township;  Caroline, who  is  still  living  in 
Damascus  township  ; Walter  V.  is  the  next  of  the  fam- 
ily ; J.L. married  Jennie  Hartwell,  and  is  a grocer  and 
lumberman  of  Honesdale;  one  unnamed  died  in  in- 


fancy; James,  a speculator  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  trav- 
eled over  the  West  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
but  died  at  the  old  home  in  Damascus  township; 
Joseph  lives  in  Columbia  county,  Penn.;  Titus  C., 
twin  brother  of  Joseph,  died  in  1868;  and  Avis 
died  when  a young  woman. 

Walter  V.  Burcher  was  born  in  Damascus 
township,  November  17,  1837,  and  remained  at 
home  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-four,  but 
continued  to  engage  in  farming  and  lumbering  in 
that  township  until  1885,  owning  and  operating  an 
excellent  farm  of  214  acres,  150  of  which  acre's 
were  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved. On  April  13,  1886,  he  came  to  Lacka- 
waxen  township,  Pike  county,  where  he  purchased 
a tract  of  1,500  acres  of  timberland,  built  a mill 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lath,  shingles, 
etc.,  on  quite  an  extensive  scale,  but  afterward  sold 
all  but  360  acres.  He  became  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing in  partnership  with  his  brother,  J.  L.  Burcher, 
of  Honesdale,  and  in  farming  in  Wayne  county; 
he  and  his  sister  Caroline  owned  the  old  home- 
stead farm  in  Damascus  township.  He  also  had 
property  in  Middletown,  N.  J.,  and  a store  in  Lack- 
awaxen  township,  Pike  county,  where  he  made  his 
home.  He  was  a most  progressive  and  reliable 
business  man,  and  the  prosperity  that  crowned  his 
efforts  was  certainly  well  deserved,  for  he'  was  an 
indefatigable  worker  and  possessed  excellent  busi- 
ness ability. 

On  March  25,  1863,  Mr.  Burcher  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Vasbinder,  who 
was  born  June  12,  1836,  a daughter  of  Z.  B.  and 
Catherine  (Sherwood)  Vasbinder,  both  natives  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county.  Willie  H., 
the  eldest  child  of  this  union,  was  born  June  3, 
1864,  and  died  August  25,  1872.  A son,  born  Jan- 
uary 14,  1866,  died  on  the  14th  of  the  following 
month.  Charles  M.,  born  July  30,  1873,  is  now  a 
carpenter  of  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; he  married  Ella 
May  Ward,  of  Piermont,  that  State,  and  has  two 
children,  Lolita  C.  and  Walter  V. 

Mr.  Burcher  was  a stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, served  as  supervisor  of  his  township,  and  at 
one  time  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the 
State  Legislature,  running  against  John  Kipp,  and 
received  the  largest  Republican  vote  ever  polled  in 
Pike  county  for  representative,  a fact  which  plain- 
ly indicates  his  popularity  and  the  confidence  and 
trust  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens.  So- 
cially he  was  an  honored  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  for  thirty-four  years,  and  by  all  who 
knew  him  he  was  held  in  high  regard.  He  died 
January  20,  1900,  aged  sixty-two  years,  and  was 
buried  with  full  Masonic  honors.  Mr.  Burcher's 
grandmother,  Elizabeth  Passmore,  and  the  mother 
of  King  George  III,  of  England,  were  sisters. 

JOSEPH  H.  SHULL,  M.  D.  A man  who  at- 
tains success  in  either  the  legal  or  medical  profes- 
sion, against  the  competition  of  men  of  active  and 
brilliant  mentality,  is  deserving  of  credit  for  the 
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achievement,  and  this  well-known  citizen  of  Strouds- 
burg, who  has  won  a high  standing  in  both  callings, 
may  well  find  satisfaction  in  his  success. 

Mr.  Shull  derives  his  ability  from  an  honorable 
ancestry,  and  in  the  paternal  line  he  is  of  German 
blood,  the  first  of  the  name  having  emigrated  to 
America  at  a very  early  period.  Elias  Shull,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a pioneer  set- 
tler in  what  is  known  as  the  “Dutch  Settlement,”  in 
the  western  portion  of  Northampton  county,  Penn., 
but  the  information  now  obtainable  concerning  him 
is  very  meagre. 

Philip  Shull,  the  Doctor's  grandfather,  married 
Margaret  Bryant,  a lady  of  English  descent,  and 
made  his  home  at  Martin’s  Creek,  in  Northampton 
county. 

Hon.  Elias  Shull,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a farmer  in  the  same  county,  and  at  one  time  repre- 
sented his  section  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  mar- 
ried Margaret  Eakin,  a descendant  of  an  old  Scotch- 
Irish  family,  and  had  six  children:  John  E.,  prin- 

cipal of  the  public  schools  of  Stroudsburg;  Joseph 
H.,  our  subject;  Jennie,  who  married  Peter  Ross,  of 
Bangor,  Penn. ; Philip,  a farmer  of  Union  county, 
Penn. ; Samuel  Eakin,  principal  of  the  schools  at 
South  Easton,  and  Elias,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
printing  business  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Shull  was  born  August  17,  1848,  at  Mar- 
tin's Creek,  Northampton  county,  and  his  education 
was  begun  in  the  schools  of  that  locality.  Later  he 
pursued  higher  branches  of  study  with  an  uncle, 
Alexander  S.  Shull,  and  in  the  academy  at  Blairs- 
town,  N.  J.,  of  which  A.  A.  Stevens  was  then  prin- 
cipal. He  then  entered  Lafayette  College  at  Easton, 
Penn.,  with  the  class  of  ’73,  but  after  a year  he  left 
to  engage  in  teaching  at  Easton.  There  he  began 
his  medical  studies  with  Dr.  0.  E.  Snyder,  and  con- 
tinued them  with  Dr.  Traill  Green.  On  completing 
his  preliminary  reading  he  attended  lectures  at  the 
Long  Island  Hospital  College  for  a term,  and  after- 
ward he  entered  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College, 
in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  graduated  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1873.  He  began  practice  immediately  in  the 
hospital  connected  with  the  college,  remaining  nine 
months,  and  late  in  the  same  year  he  established 
himself  at  Stroudsburg,  meeting  with  marked  suc- 
cess from  the  start.  With  the  exception  of  a few 
months  in  1874  spent  in  traveling  through  the  West 
and  South,  he  has  been  in  continuous  practice,  being 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  reliable  and  skillful 
physicians  of  Monroe  county.  He  possesses  the 
spirit  of  the  true  student,  and  is  constantly  adding 
to  his  information  on  various  subjects,  and  enlarg- 
ing the  range  of  his  activities.  Some  years  ago  he 
was  called  as  an  expert  witness  in  some  important 
cases  in  the  courts  of  Monroe  and  Northampton 
counties,  and  his  interest  in  legal  procedure  led  him 
to  study  for  that  profession  also,  two  rears  being 
spent  in  reading  with  Col.  Charlton  Burnett,  of 
Stroudsburg-.  In  1877  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bai- 
rn Monroe  county  after  a creditable  examination, 
and  he  has  since  conducted  a general  legal  practice 


in  addition  to  his  work  as  a physician.  At  times  he 
has  been  active  in  business  life,  having  been  largely 
interested  in  the  development  of  the  State  interests 
of  Northampton  county,  and  for  some  years  he  was 
part  owner  and  editor  of  the  Monroe  Democrat,  at 
Stroudsburg.  He  represented  the  22nd  Senatorial 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Carbon,  Monroe  and  Pike,  from  1886  to  1890. 

Elis  eldest  son,  Claude,  is  associated  with  him 
in  legal  practice,  having  prepared  for  the  Bar  under 
our  subject’s  instruction,  and  the  firm  is  known  as 
Shull  & Shull.  Dr.  Shull  is  one  of  the  leading 
Democrats  of  Monroe  county,  and  as  a citizen  he 
is  noted  for  his  public  spirit,  his  aid  being  given  to 
every  progressive  movement  in  his  community.  He 
and  his  family  are  prominent  socially,  and  he  is 
identified  with  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Barger  Lodge  No. 
325,  of  Stroudsburg,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Martin’s  Creek 
Lodge  and  other  organizations.  On  May  1,  1873, 
he  married  Miss  M.  V.  Florv,  of  Bangor,  Penn.,  and 
three  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Claude, 

Samuel  and  Lucille. 

HON.  LAFAYETTE  WESTBROOK,  of 
Stroudsburg,  is  one  of  Monroe  county’s  favorite 
citizens,  having  been  chosen  many  times  to  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  As  a business  man,  a 
soldier  and  a citizen,  he  has  shown  those  qualities 
of  character  which  command  respect  and  admira- 
tion, and  the  story  of  his  successful  career  will  be  of 
lasting  interest. 

Capt.  Westbrook  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock, 
members  of  the  family  having  served  with  distinc- 
tion in  the  Indian  wars  and  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  but,  unfortunately,  the  records  of  the  early 
generations  have  not  been  preserved  as  fully  as 
might  be  wished.  The  family  is  of  Anglo-Saxon 
origin,  but  religious  persecution  in  England  caused 
their  emigration  to  Holland  at  an  early  period.  I11 
1630  the  name  appeared  on  the  records  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  among  the  settlers  on  the  manor  of  Patroon 
Van  Rensselaer.  On  October  9,  1665,  John  West- 
brook was  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  in  1689-90 
the  names  of  Job  and  John  appeared  on  the  records.- 
In  1721,  Col.  Thomas  Westbrook,  said  to  have  come 
from  Stroudwater,  Gloucestershire,  England,  was 
a shipbuilder  and  large  landowner  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  the  town  of  Westbrook,  Maine,  was 
named  in  his  honor.  In  that  year  he  commanded 
the  expedition  against  Norridgewock,  which  broke 
up  the  settlement  of  the  famous  Jesuit  priest,  Father 
Ralle,  and  captured  his  papers.  In  1723  he  was 
appointed  by  Gov.  Dunmore  as  the  chief  in  com- 
mand of  the  Eastern  frontier. 

I.  Anthony  Westbrook,  the  first  ancestor  con- 
cerning whom  we  have  any  definite  information, 
removed  from  Guilford,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  about 
1737,  and  located  in  Montague  township,  Sussex 
Co.,  N.  J.,  where  he  became  the  owner  of  a large 
tract  of  land  along  the  Delaware  river  and  on  Mini- 
sink Island.  Lie  was  prominent  among  the  settlers 
there,  holding  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
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left  a record  of  the  earliest  marriages  contracted  in 
the  Minisink  \ alley.  He  married  Antie  \ an  Etten, 
and  among'  their  children  were  two  sons,  Jacob  and 
Johannes. 

II.  Jacob  Westbrook,  a son  of  Anthony,  was 
married,  March  24,  1746,  to  Lydia  Westfall,  and 
had  six  children,  BHnclina,  Johannes,  Sofferine, 
Solomon,  Maria  and  Jane. 

III.  Solomon  Westbrook,  the  next  in  the  line 
of  descent  in  which  we  are  now  interested,  was 
born  in  1762  and  died  in  1824.  He  located  in  Dela- 
ware township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  there  owned 
700  acres  of  land  upon  which  he  built  a stone  house 
that  was  occupied  by  the  family  for  nearly  a century, 
and  in  times  of  danger  was  used  as  a fort.  In  1801 
he  was  assessed  with  150  acres  of  improved  land, 
and  at  that  time  he  was  justice  of  the  peace.  Like 
many  of . the  large  agriculturists  of  his  day,  he 
owned  slaves,  and  he  wTas  regarded  as  a wealthy 
and  substantial  citizen.  He  married  Margaret  De- 
Witt,  and  they  had  the  following  children : Jacob 
(1786-1847),  who  settled  upon  a portion  of  the  old 
homestead,  and  was  the  father  of  John  I.  Westbrook, 
of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Col.  John,  born  in  1789,  who 
settled  at  the  homestead,  and  was  a memlter  of 
Congress  from  1841  to  1843 ! Solomon,  our  sub- 
ject's father;  Sofferine;  and  Margaret,  wife  of  Will- 
iam H.  Nyce. 

IV.  Solomon  Westbrook  was  born  in  1794,  and 
died  in  1852!  He  was  a man  of  tine  business  ability, 
and  was  well  known  throughout  the  Delaware  valley. 
In  1819  he  sold  his  farm  to  his  brother  Jacob,  and 
purchased  another  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Pike  county,  where  he  resided  until  1829.  He  then 
sold  his  place  to  John  V.  Coolbaugh,  removed  to 
Philadelphia  for  a year,  and  for  five  years  following 
he  conducted  a hotel  at  Dingman’s  Ferry  owned  by 
Judge  Dingman.  While  there  (in  1832)  he  opened 
a store,  and  he  also  carried  on  mercantile  business 
at  Bushkill  in  1830-31,  and  at  Tafton  in  1835-36. 
lor  .some  time  he  was  interested  in  lumberin°'  at 

o 

Blooming  Grove.  In  1835  he  removed  to  the  old 
stone  house  on  the  homestead,  and  in  1837  a para- 
lytic stroke  nearly  incapacitated  him  for  business, 
depriving  him  of  the  power  of  speech.  In  1842  he 
returned  to  Blooming  Grove,  wdiere  he  and  his  wife 
spent  their  remaining  years,  his  sons  taking  charge 
of  his  lumber  business.  He  took  much  interest 
in  local  politics  during  his  active  years,  and  from 
1822  to  1825  he  served  as  sheriff  of  Pike  county. 
He  married  Hannah  Coolbaugh  (1790-1874),  a 
daughter  of  Judge  John  Coolbaugh,  of  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Pike  county,  and  they  had  six 
children  : Margaret  (deceased), who  married  the  late 
John  B.  Stoll,  of  Branchville,  later  a resident  of 
Newark,  N.  J. ; John  C.,  of  Pike  county,  who  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere;  Hiram,  late  a real-estate  dealer  of 
Ridgewood,  N.  J. ; Lafayette,  our  subject;  Moses 
C.,  a farmer  at  the  old  home  in  Blooming  Grove ; 
and  Susan,  who  married  the  late  Theodore  Grandon, 
of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 


V.  Capt.  Lafayette  Westbrook  was  born  De- 
cember 15,  1824,  near  Dingman’s  Ferry,  in  Pike 
county,  and  received  an  excellent  education  for  that 
day  at  Delaware  Academy.  He  became  proficient 
as  a surveyor,  and  in  1850  and  1853  was  elected 
surveyor  of  Pike  county,  serving  two  terms  with 
marked  success.  He  is  considered  an  authority  on 
the  location  of  land  in  that  region,  and  at  one  time 
he  assisted  in  making  a map  of  Pike  county ; 
throughout  his  life  he  has  been  more  or  less  occu- 
pied with  surveying. 

In  1856  our  subject  was  chosen  to  represent 
Pike  and  Monroe  counties  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  so  well  did  he  perform  his  duties  that  lie  was 
re-elected  the  following  year.  In  1862  he  assisted 
in  raising  Company  B,  151st  P.  V.  I.,  and  entered 
the  service  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  On 
March  17,  1863,  he  was  made  captain,  and  this 
rank  he  held  until  honorably  discharged,  on  July  27, 
1863,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term.  While  in  the 
service  he  was  never  absent  from  his  command  for 
one  moment,  and  he  took  part  in  several  important 
engagements,  including  the  battles  of  Chancellors- 
ville  and  Gettysburg.  O11  his  return  home  he  re- 
sumed work  as  a surveyor,  and  he  also  engaged 
extensively  in  lumbering  in  Blooming  Grove,  where 
he  resided  until  1882;  in  1874  he  was  elected  county 
surveyor  against  his  own  wishes.  In  1866,  he  was 
again  chosen  representative  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, his  district  being  changed  to  Pike  and  Wayne 
counties.  His  ability  and  experience  made  his 
services  of  so  great  value  to  his  fellow  citizens  that, 
in  1867,  he  was  re-elected  without  opposition.  In 
1877  and  1878,  under  the  new  constitution,  he  again 
represented  Pike  county  in  the  Legislature — each 
county  being  entitled  to  a member — thus  completing 
six  years  of  service  in  this  capacity.  The  Captain 
has  been  regarded  for  many  years  as  one  of  the 
leading  Democrats  of  this  section,  and  at  various 
conventions,  State  and  National,  he  has  taken  an 
honorable  part  in  the  work  of  the  party.  At  times 
he  has  held  local  offices,  including  that  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  his  interest  in  educational  advance- 
ment has  been  shown  by  his  services  as  school  di- 
rector. During  all  these  years  he  has  conducted  his 
lumber  business  in  connection  with  surveying,  but 
in  1882  he  removed  to  Stroudsburg,  relinquishing 
a portion  of  his  business  cares ; his  investments, 
however,  receive  his  personal  attention,  and  for 
some  time  he  has  acted  as  a director  and  as  vice- 
president  of  the  East  Stroudsburg  National  Bank. 
The  Captain  looks  much  younger  than  he  is,  and  his 
active  and  cultured  mind  makes  him  a most  agree- 
able companion.  Socially  he  is  much  esteemed,  and 
he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  being 
a Master  Mason  in  the  Lodge  at  Milford,  Pike  coun- 
ty. During  the  war  he  received  a certificate  from 
the  Grand  Lodge,  which  he  still  holds. 

In  October,  1876,  Captain  Westbrook  married 
Miss  Emma  Hill,  of  Newton,  N.  j. ; their  only  child 
died  at  an  early  age.  The  members  of  the  Hill  family, 
to  which  Mrs.  Westbrook  belongs,  have  as  far  as  the 
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line  is  traced,  been  successfully  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  Mrs.  Westbrook’s  great-grandfather, 
Samuel  Hill,  resided  originally  in  lower  New  Jersey, 
but  at  an  early  day  he  settled  near  Newton,  Sussex 
county,  where  he  purchased  a large  tract  of  land. 
He  had  a family  of  eight  children  : Joseph,  Jonathan, 
Joshua,  Samuel,  Nancy,  Catherine,  Sarah  and  Ann, 
and  he  left  each  a fine  farm.  Joseph  Hill  was  born 
on  the  Hill  homestead  near  Newton.  He  married 
Mary  Price,  and  Luther,  the  father  of  Mrs.  West- 
brook, was  the  eldest  child  of  this  union ; there  was 
one  other  son,  Joseph  Price,  who  did  not  marry. 

Luther  Hill  was  born  in  October,  1808,  on  the 
old  Hill  homestead  above  mentioned,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  day. 
Like  his  forefathers,  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits, but  be  was  also  interested  in  various  commer- 
cial enterprises,  and  he  accumulated  a large  fortune 
and  obtained  a high  standing  in  the  community  where 
he  lived,  his  force  of  character  and  the  ability  with 
which  he  managed  everything  he  undertook  giving 
him  a prominent  position  among  the  intelligent  men 
of  his  time  and  place.  He  helped  to  organize  the 
Merchants’  National  Bank,  of  Newton,  of  which 
he  was  a director  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
Though  not  a politician,  he  took  a deep  interest  in 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  section,  and,  besides 
filling  various  local  positions  to  which  his  fellow 
citizens  called  him,  he  represented  his  district  in  the 
State  Legislature  in  1854-55,  in  his  public  life  as 
in  his  private  life  displaying  rare  judgment  and  a 
high  sense  of  honor  and  duty.  In  February,  1836, 
Luther  Hill  married  Miss  Abbi'e  Dildine,  who  passed 
away  in  May,  1872,  Mr.  Hill  surviving  until  June, 
1873.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  five, 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Martha 
married  Rev.  L.  I.  Stoutenburg,  and  died  in  1886; 
she  had  no  children.  (2)  Emma  (Mrs.  Westbrook) 
was  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (3)  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Abram  C.  Hopkins,  and  died  in  1892 ; she  had 
no  children.  (4)  Joshua  is  a banker  of  Pontiac, 
Mich.  He  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Louisa 
Frank,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Abbie  and 
Louisa.  To  his  second  marriage,  with  Ellen  Pru- 
ett, of  Lexington,  Ivy.,  have  been  born  four  children, 
Joseph,  Price,  and  Hunt  and  Mary  (twins).  (5) 
Amanda  J.  married  Allen  R.  Shay,  and  became  the 
mother  of  Henry  D.,  Emma  W.  and  Hilda  J.  She 
passed  away  August  15,  1889,  when  Plilda  was  but 
three  days  old,  and  the  .children  have  since  made 
their  home  with  their  aunt,  Mrs.  Westbrook,  who, 
as  their  guardian  and  trustee,  is  endeavoring  with 
her  usual  kindness  of  heart  to  fill  a mother’s  place 
for  them. 

JACOB  L.  RUTLEDGE,  one  of  the  influen- 
tial citizens  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county, 
has  been  prominent  as  an  extensive  lumberman, 
farmer,  dairyman  and  large  land  owner  for  many 
years  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  and  occupies  a 
high  position  in  business  circles.  He  is  a native  of 
Damascus  township,  born  August  20,  1828,  son  of 


Alexander  Rutledge,  and  is  descended  on  both  pater- 
nal and  maternal  sides  from  well-known  pioneer 
families  of  Wayne  county,  people  who  were  active 
and  useful  members  of  this  community  when  it  was 
still  in  its  infancy,  and  bore  a material  part  in  its 
early  progress  and  improvement. 

The  Rutledge  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  Alexander  Rutledge,  having 
been  born  in  Ireland  in  1764,  whence  in  the  year 
1804  he  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  later  removing  to  Damascus  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  became  an  exten- 
sive land  owner,  and  where  he  reared  a large  fam- 
ily, namely:  Ann,  Alexander,  Jr.,  Edward,  Susan, 
John,  Sarah,  Fannie,  Christopher,  William,  and  one 
that  died  in  infancy.  It  was  his  boast  that  his  five 
sons  could  out-chop  any  five  sons  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  all  became  lumbermen  and 
farmers.  Alexander  Rutledge  was  a Democrat  in 
politics.  Before  coming  to  this  country  he  had 
served  as  a soldier  in  Ireland  on  the  side  of  the 
Protestants.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  in  which  faith  he  died  in  1844.  Alex- 
ander Rutledge  had  a brother  Edward,  who  ran 
away  from  home  and  came  to  America,  settling  in 
South  Carolina.  Although  prominent  in  public 
affairs,  and  one  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  little  or  nothing  is  known  of  his 
descendants. 

Alexander  Rutledge,  Jr.,  son  of  Alexander,  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  October,  1798,  and  came  to  this 
country  at  the  age  of  six  years.  When  a young  man 
he  married  Mary  A.  LaTourette,  who  was  born  in 
1808,  in  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Peter  La- 
Tourette, settled  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  a very 
early  day,  and  there  the  young  couple  also  located, 
on  part  of  the  tract  in  Damascus  purchased  by  grand- 
father Rutledge,  their  home  being  along  the  New- 
burg  turnpike.  Here  they  remained  until  1836,  in 
which  year  they  removed  to  near  Rileyville,  Mr. 
Rutledge  having  made  a purchase  of  260  acres,  and 
they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  on  that  place,  Mr. 
Rutledge  dying  in  1864,  and  Mrs.  Rutledge  passing 
away  in  November,  1896,  at  a ripe  old  age.  Like 
the  rest  of  his  family,  Mr.  Rutledge  gave  his  prin- 
cipal attention  to  agriculture,  clearing  out  a large 
farm,  from  his  last  investment,  which  was  a credit 
to  his  industry  and  energy,  and  a decided  improve- 
ment to  the  township  in  which  it  was  situated.  They 
were  all  active  workers  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  and 
gave  freely  of  their  time  and  means  to  the  support 
of  Church  enterprises.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rutledge 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  Fanny, 

who  married  Isaac  Lord,  of  Manchester,  Wayne 
county;  Jacob  L. ; Mary  J.,  who  married  John  Can- 
field,  of  Manchester,  and  now  resides  in  Damascus ; 
Rebecca,  deceased  in  childhood ; Edward,  living  in 
Damascus,  who  married  Miss  Margaret  Styker; 
Alexander,  who  died  in  earlv  manhood : Delilah, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Albert  Howell,  of  Damas- 
cus, and  died,  leaving  a large  family ; Catherine, 
wife  of  Gates  Douglass,  who  owns  and  conducts  a 
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large  farm  in  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county 
(she  has  two  children  living,  Warren,  who  married 
Lida  Gager,  of  Lebanon,  and  Cora,  who  married 
Fletcher  Evans)  ; Peter,  who  married  a Miss  Louns- 
hnry,  of  Damascus,  and  lived  in  Oregon  township 
until  his  death,  in  1897  Gie  ^ a w^e  and  ^ve  ch'l- 
dren)  ; and  Alonzo  D.,  married  to  Miss  Opildia 
Hadsel,  of  Wayne  county,  by  whom  he  has  three 
children,  Nellie,  Fred  and  Ada.  Alexander  Rut- 
ledge, Jr.,  was  a Democrat,  served  as  delegate  to 
county  conventions,  and  was  supervisor  for  six 
years. 

Jacob  L.  Rutledge  was  given  the  advantage 
of  the  neighborhood  public  schools  during  his  youth, 
ajid  received  a good  practical  education.  He  com- 
menced life  on  his  own  account  on  reaching  his  ma- 
joritv,  buying  a tract  of  land  from  his  father,  for 
which  he  paid  $1,000,  and  erecting  a sawmill  thereon 
in  which  he  began  the  business  which  he  has  ever 
since  followed  with  continued  success — the  manu- 
facture of  lumber.  He  has  run  a sawmill  for  forty- 
eight  years  without  missing  a year,  cutting  as  high 
as  330,000  feet  in  one  year.  In  1870  he  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  connection  with  his 
other  interests,  and  this  he  has  also  carried  on  up 
to  the  present  time,  commanding  an  extensive  and 
profitable  patronage.  The  same  year  he  purchased 
a large  tract  of  timber  land  near  the  Delaware  river, 
later  acquiring  a tract  in  Lebanon  and  Damascus 
townships,  and  in  1897  bought  142  acres  lying  in 
Damascus,  on  the  pike,  from  all  of  which  purchases 
he  has  cleared  160  acres,  and  on  bis  home  farm  he 
has  eighty  acres  cleared  and  under  a fine  state  of 
cultivation,  for  he  has  devoted  considerable  time  to 
farming  and  dairying  as  well  as  lumbering.  In 
1897  he  cut  from  his  farm  over  one  hundred  loads 
of  hay  and  grain,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  extensive  farmers  in  this  section,  probably  the 
largest  in  his  line  in  Damascus.  After  his  marriage 
he  settled  on  his  mill  property,  and  there  made 
a permanent  home,  and  he  has  been  improving  it 
continually  all  these  years,  the  place  being  equipped 
with  a fine  residence  and  nineteen  outbuildings, 
large  barns,  a storehouse,  etc.,  which  add  vastly  to 
its  convenience  and  value.  Mr.  Rutledge  deserves 
great  credit  for  the  success  which  he  has  made,  for 
he  started  out  very  modestly,  increasing  and  widen- 
ing" his  interests  as  prosperity  crowned  his  efforts 
until  he  now  occupies  a leading  place  among  the 
wealthy  business  men  and  land  owners  of  his  town- 
ship. He  is  recognized  everywhere  as  a man  of 
genuine  worth,  one  who  merits  the  respect  and 
esteem  universally  accorded  him,  energetic  and 
practical  in  commercial  affairs,  generous  to  a fault, 
and  possessing  an  unsullied  reputation  for  honesty 
in  all  his  dealings.  Self-made  in  the  best  sense  of 
the  word,  he  is  under  all  circumstances  unassuming 
personally,  though  he  is  a hearty  advocate  of  pro- 
gress and  improvement  for  the  community  and 
lends  his  influence  to  any  project  which  he  believes 
to  be  for  the  public  good. 

On  May  15,  1856,  Mr.  Rutledge  was  married 


to  Miss  Susan  Donaldson,  a native  of  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  born  October  7,  1836,  and  one  of  the 
ten  children  of  James  and  Clarissa  Donaldson,  who 
were  prominent  among  the  early  settlers  in  that  re- 
gion. They  were  of  Scotch  descent.  Of  the  chil- 
dren, Mary  became  Mrs.  Curry;  Sarah  J.  never 
married;  Margaret  M.  married  (first)  Martin  Co- 
ville  (who  was  killed  in  battle  at  Fort  Donelson)  and 
(second)  Gideon  Hall;  John  C.  wedded  Miss  Nettie 
Rosencrans ; Calvin  L.  married  Rosie  Fair ; Harriet ; 
three  died  when  small.  As  above  stated,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rutledge  settled  on  his  mill  property  after 
their  marriage,  and  here  they  still  make  their  home, 
having  one  of  the  most  comfortable  and  pleasant 
places  to  be  found  in  the  locality.  Mrs.  Rutledge 
has  proved  a skillful  and  competent  helpmeet  to  her 
busy  husband,  and  he  gives  her  credit  for  having  no 
small  share  in  his  business  success.  Six  children 
blessed  their  union,  of  whom  we  have  the  following 
record:  Adeline,  born  December  14,  1858,  mar- 

ried John  M.  Pollock,  of  Damascus,  and  has  two 
daughters,  Nettie  and  Annie  L.  Laurie;  they  live  in 
Damascus,  where  he  owns  a fine  farm  property. 
Nettie  E.,  born  October  2,  i860,  died  when  sixteen 
years  of  age.  Annie,  born  March  13,  1864,  became 
the  wife  of  Oscar  Terrell,  and  they  have  a fine  home 
in  Honesdale,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business;  they  have  no  family.  Carrie,  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1868,  received  a fine  education  in  the 
Honesdale  schools,  and  is  a highly-accomplished 
young  lady ; she  is  at  present  teaching  in  the  Wayne 
county  schools.  Amos  M.,  born  March  13,  1872, 
was  married  in  October,  1897,  to  Miss  Ada  Lane, 
of  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  who  was  formerly  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  here;  they  reside  in 
Damascus  township,  near  Galilee.  Jacob  I.,  born 
March  29,  1876,  lives  with  his  parents.  Mrs.  Rut- 
ledge is,  in  religious  connection,  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Rutledge  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  giving  his  sympathies  to  the  Free- 
silver  faction,  but  though  often  urged  by  his  friends 
has  always  declined  to  accept  office.  In  his  day 
he  was  a noted  hunter,  killing  many  a deer  with  his 
favorite  rifle,  which  he  has  owned  for  forty  years. 

ROBERT  A.  SMITH,  justice  of  the  peace  in 
and  for  the  borough  of  Honesdale,  Wayne  county, 
has  been  identified  for  many  years  with  th§  best 
interests  of  that  locality,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
no  man  stands  higher  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  than  he. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  January  30,  1822,  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  ancestors  settled 
at  an  early  date,  and  John  E.  Smith,  his  father,  was 
also  a native  of  that  county.  During  the  war  of 
1812  he  was  engaged  in  supplying  the  army  with 
provisions.  Later  he  went  West,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  he  was  killed  in  Tennessee  or  Mississippi  by  the 
Indians.  He  was  a man  of  keen  business  enterprise 
and  foresight,  and  at  his  death  left  a comfortable 
home  for  his  family  upon  a farm  in  Orange  county. 
His  wife,  Harriet  (Armstrong),  who  died  about 
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1840,  was  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Robert  Armstrong, 
a wealthy  citizen  of  Warwick  township,  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  bequeathed  a farm  to  each  of  his 
children.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
army,  and  was  a member  of  the  first  New  York 
State  Legislature.  To  John  E.  and  Harriet  Smith 
two  children  were  born : Robert  A. ; and  Emily,  who 
died  in  1847. 

Robert  A.  Smith  received  a good  practical  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  became  clerk  in  a 
general  store  at  Newburg,  and  later  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  same  capacity  in  a wholesale  dry- 
good  store  in  New  York  City.  Having  thus  gained 
a knowledge  of  mercantile  business  he  engaged  in 
it  on  his  own  account,  opening  a dry-goods  store 
in  the  metropolis  which  he  continued  until  1845, 
when  he  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  estab- 
lished a store  in  Waymart.  In  1850  he  went  to 
Central  America,  accompanied  by  his  first  wife, 
Hannah  M.  (Clark),  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1844.  From  September,  1850,  to  December,  1851, 
he  remained  there,  being  engaged  in  trade  with  the 
natives,  but  his  wife  died,  and  he  soon  afterward 
returned  home  bringing  her  remains.  After  spend- 
ing a couple  of  years  in  Waymart  he  removed  to 
Philadelphia,  and  two  years  later  he  made  his  per- 
manent home  in  Honesdale.  Until  1864  he  was 
county  commissioner’s  clerk,  but  in  February  of  that 
year  he  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  to  the 
office  of  postmaster  at  Honesdale,  a position  which 
he  filled  satisfactorily  for  twenty  years,  serving 
under  every  president  from  Lincoln  to  Hayes,  ex- 
cept during  a portion  of  Andrew  Johnson’s  adminis- 
tration. He  has  always  taken  much  interest  in  lo- 
cal affairs,  and  since  1885  he  has  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  to  which  he  added  in  the  same 
year  that  of  notary  public. 

In  1853  Mr.  Smith  formed  a second  matri- 
monial union,  this  time  with  Miss  Sarah  S.  Dorr. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  one  son,  Thomas  F. 
A.,  who  now  resides  upon  a ranch  in  Peru,  and  is 
engaged  in  mining  operations.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage there  were  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living:  (1)  Margaret  married  IT  S.  Solomon, 

cashier  in  the  Wayne  County  Savings  Bank.  (2) 
Allen  G.  is  a resident  of  Boston,  Mass.  (3)  Mattie 
G. married  W.  H.  Millspaugh,  now  a resident  of  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y.  (4)  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  at  Honesdale.  (5)  Robert  A.,  Jr.,  the  youngest, 
has  been  employed  for  some  time  in  Harrisburg. 

JOSEPH  SHAFFER,  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired on  the  farm  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
county,  upon  which  he  was  born  upward  of  three 
score  and  ten  years  ago,  and  where  his  many  years 
of  usefulness  have  been  passed,  is  one  among  the 
substantial  and  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  the 
county. 

Mr.  Shaffer’s  ancestors  were  among  the  daunt- 
less set  of  pioneers  who  braved  the  dangers  of  a 
new  country,  and  underwent  the  deprivations  neces- 
sitated in  the  making  of  a home  in  the  then  wilder- 


ness of  Pennsylvania.  To  such  pioneer  men  and 
women  the  generations  that  came  after  them  owe  a 
debt  of  gratitude  that  can  never  be  paid,  yet  their 
posterity  can  rescue  from  oblivion  their  names  and 
deeds,  and  make  them  of  record  so  that  generations 
yet  unborn  may  learn  of  their  lives  and  achieve- 
ments. 

John  Shaffer,  the  grandfather  of  Joseph  Shaf- 
fer, was  a German  who  came  to  America  in  Colo- 
nial days,  and  became  a resident  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.  He  was  a patriot,  and  served  his  adopted 
country  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  In  1783 
he  came  into  Pennsylvania,  locating  in  Middle 
Creek,  below  the  old  north  and  south  road,  in  what 
later  became  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
county.  He  had  married  in  New  York  State,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  with  their  son  John  (known  as 
Captain  John),  comprised  the  family  at  the  time  of 
their  leaving  Orange  county.  The  father  had  se- 
cured a large  tract  of  land  on  Middle  creek,  where 
he  came  when  the  country  was  almost  an  unbroken 
wilderness.  Flere  he  cleared  a farm,  and  here  passed 
his  lifetime.  About  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, or  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth,  this  pioneer 
built  a gristmill,  having  one  run  of  stone  and  a 
hand  bolter.  This  mill  stood  near  the  site  of  the 
present  mill  in  Shaffer’s  Hollow,  and  its  foundations 
are  yet  visible.  The  old  mill,  with  slight  improve- 
ments, did  service  until  about  1835,  when  it  was 
re-built  by  Moses  Shaffer,  and  not  far  from  1840 
passed  out  of  the  Shaffer  name.  In  the  old  mill 
the  corn  and  rye  were  sifted  by  the  women  folk 
through  an  improvised  sieve  made  of  buskskin  per- 
forated and  stretched  on  a hoop.  The  second  son 
of  the  pioneer,  whose  name  was  Moses,  was  the 
first  child  born  in  the  township.  The  other  chil- 
dren were:  Samuel;  Catherine  (Mrs.  James  Mc- 
Lean), whose  husband  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution;  Susan  (Mrs.  Joshua  Burleigh); 
Effie  (Mrs.  Jacob  Swingle)  ; Betsy  (Mrs.  Edward 
Doyle),  of  Buckingham,  N.  Y. ; and  Polly  (Mrs. 
Samuel  Chumard).  The  posterity  of  this  pioneer 
German  couple  through  the  several  generations 
have  been  among  the  best  and  most  substantial  citi- 
zens of  the  locality,  having  filled  and  are  now  filling 
useful  and  honorable  callings  in  life;  among  them 
are  merchants,  farmers,  and  men  in  various  walks 
of  life  that  are  a credit  to  society  and  do  honor  to- 
the  name  they  bear. 

Samuel  and  Rachel  (Wagner)  Shaffer,  the  par- 
ents of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  were  plain  country 
folk,  who  were  ever  ready  to  grant  a favor  or  to 
extend  a helping  hand  in  time  of  need  or  distress — 
kind  neighbors  and  good  citizens.  Samuel  Shaffer 
was  born  March  14,  1791,  and  died  July  28,  1864. 
He  was  a tanner  by  occupation,  and  in  an  early 
period  used  to  grind  bark  by  the  use  of  large  stones 
brought  from  the  neighboring  mountains.  He  was 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
His  wife  was  born  April  14,  1744,  and  died  April  12, 
T851  : both  are  buried  in  the  old  graveyard  in  South 
Canaan  township,  which  land  the  husband  had  set 
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aside  for  public  burying  purposes.  Their  children 
were:  (i)  Elizabeth,  born  June  8,  1812,  married 
John  Spangenberg,  and  both  are  deceased.  (2) 
Moses,  born  September  20,  1813,  married  Pris- 
cilla Curtis,  and  both  are  deceased.  (3)  Abraham, 
January  20,  1815,  married  Lydia  Enslin,  and  both 
are  deceased,  the  wife  dying  in  January,  1898,  and 
the  husband  in  1868.  He  was  a very  active  busi- 
ness man.  The  marriage  was  blessed  with  two  chil- 
dren, Malan  S.,  and  William  R.,  who  are  now»part- 
ners  in  business,  conducting  a store  at  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.  They  are  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited  citizens.  (4)  Eli,  born  June  21,  1816,  mar- 
ried Margaret  A.  Quick,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. (5)  Amy,  born  February  14,  1818,  married 
Daniel  Everts,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  (6) 
Lydia,  born  October  27,  1820,  married  Simon 
Enslin,  and  both  are  deceased.  (7)  Barsilla,  born 
October  26,  1821,  is  a retired  farmer  of  Lake  town- 
ship. (8)  Oliver,  born  May  10.  1823,  died  in  youth. 
(9)  Mary,  born  April  29,  1825,  married  Henry 
Reed,  and  are  both  deceased.  (10)  Joseph,  born 
August  16,  1827,  is  our  subject.  (11)  Alexander, 
born  July  27,  1830,  married  (first)  Martha  Quick, 
and  (second)  Amanda  Reed.  (12)  Rachel  S., 
born  November  2,  1831,  married  Jacob  Enslin,  a 
farmer  of  South  Canaan  township.  (13)  Martha, 
born  April  2.  1833,  married  Francis  Enslin. 

Joseph  Shaffer  was  born  on  the  homestead  in 
South  Canaan  township,  August  16,  1827.  He  was 
reared  much  after  the  custom  of  boyhood,  doing 
chores  mornings  and  evenings,  going  to  school  and 
working  through  vacations.  When  Jus  school  days 
were  over  he  began  life’s  battles  for  himself.  His 
chief  occupation  through  a long  and  honorable 
career  has  been  in  agricultural  lines,  and  wholly 
amid  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood,  and  by  the  side  of 
his  former  playmates  and  the  friends  of  his  parents. 
His  life  has  been  a busy  and  active  one,  and  by  the 
aid  of  his  good  wife,  and  by  good  management,  in- 
dustry and  economy,  he  has  been  enabled  to  possess 
a fine  farm  and  a beautiful  home,  where  he  and  his 
wife  are  passing  the  evening  of  life  in  ease  and  com- 
fort, resting  from  their  former  labors.  For  some 
fifteen  or  more  years  Mr.  Shaffer  was  a school  di- 
rector of  his  township,  his  official  acts  always  being 
characterized  by  the  exercise  of  g'ood  judgment  and 
discretion.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  On  Oc- 
tober 21,  1848,  Mr.  Shaffer  was  married  to  Laura 
E.  Enslin,  who  was  born  March  9,  1826,  in  South 
Canaan  township,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
by  the  Rev.  George  M.  Peck,  an  Episcopal  minis- 
ter. To  this  union  have  come  children  as  follows : 
Geore  (deceased),  born  August  11,  1849;  Sarah, 
horn  December  26,  1852 ; Orrin  W.,  a carpenter  of 
South  Canaan  township,  born  May  27,  1856,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Amos,  and  has  one  child,  Bertie;  Ar- 
menia, born  May  21,  1859,  married  Edgar  Shaffer, 
but  is  now  deceased;  and  Anion  L.,  born  October 
31,  1867,  is  a carpenter  by  trade. 

Mrs.  Laura  (Enslin)  Shaffer  descended  from 
ancestors  who  played  a conspicuous  part  in  reclaim- 


ing from  its  wild  state  the  lands  of  Wayne  county, 
and  in  their  subsequent  development  into  the  fine 
farms  of  to-day.  George  Enslin,  her  grandfather, 
a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  a native  of  Germany, 
came  to  this  locality  from  Newport,  Penn.,  in  an 
early  day.  He  married  Kate  Swingle,  who  was 
also  a German  by  birth,  and  their  children  were : 
(1)  Jacob  married  Betsey  Transor.  (2)  Betsey 
married  John  Burleigh.  (3)  George  was  born  in 
South  Canaan  township,  March  16,  1797.  On 
February  12,  1824,  he  married  Sarah  Swingle,  who 
was  born  June  10,  1806,  and  died  April  24,  1897. 
George  became  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
county.  He  was  a farmer,  held  several  township 
offices,  and  had  the  esteem  of  the  people  of  the 
locality  in  which  he  lived  and  was  known.  His 
death  occurred  March  7,  1872.  The  children  born 
to  this  marriage  were:  George  C.,  born  November 

25,  1824,  died  in  youth;  Laura  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  Asher,  born  April  1,  1828,  a retired 
farmer  of  Lake  township,  married  Rlioda  A.  Rob- 
inson ; Robert,  born  September  5,  1831,  married 
Sarah  Buckland,  of  Lake  township ; Richard,  born 
August  27,  1833,  married  (first)  Miss  Ann  Jack- 
son,  and  (second)  Mary  Brooks,  of  Lake  township; 
Enos,  born  February  12,  1836,  married  Mary  Carey, 
of  Lake  township;  Abel,  born  March  22,  1838,  mar- 
ried Mary  Springer,  of  Lake  township ; Eveline, 
born  February  29,  1840,  of  Lake  township ; Erne- 
line  (twin  of  Eveline),  married  John  Snook;  Sam- 
uel, born  April  14,  1842,  married  Nora  Clark,  of 
Canaan  township;  Ellen  M..  born  March  15,  1845, 
married  Solomon  Curtis,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan 
township;  and  Mary  E.,  born  March  15,  1845,  mar- 
ried Abel  Baker,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship. (4)  Susan  married  Jacob  Shaffer.  (5) 
Polly  married  Moses  Swingle.  (6)  Simon  mar- 
ried Lida  Shaffer.  (7)  Fred  married  Nancy 
Quick.  (8)  Sally  married  John  McLean.  (9) 
Tena  married-  David  Freeman;  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. 

The  Swingle  family,  into  which  George  Enslin 
(father  of  Mrs.  Laura  Shaffer)  married,  were 
among  the  pioneers  and  fore-runners  of  civiliza- 
tion in  Wayne  county.  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  her 
great-grandfather,  native  of  Switzerland,  settled 
in  the  western  part  of  what  was  afterward  South 
Canaan  township,  in  1783,  coming  to  that  locality 
from  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Shaffer.  The  history  of  this  family  is  referred  to 
at  considerable  length  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The 
ancestor  next  in  line  of  descent  of  Mrs.  Laura 
Shaffer  was  Conrad  Swingle,  who  married  Lucy 
Bunton  : and  following  Conrad,  next  in  line,  came 
Sarah  Swingle,  who  married  George  Enslin. 

Mrs.  Rachel  (Wagner)  Shaffer,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  the  granddaughter  of  Adam  Wag- 
ner, who  came  from  Maryland  to  what  subsequently 
became  Wayne  county,  in  1783.  His  first  home  in 
the  wilderness  was  in  the  sugar  house,  built  of  logs 
and  covered  with  bark.  It  stood  on  the  place 
known  in  recent  years  as  the  Edgar  Wells  farm. 
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Adam  Wagner  married  Polly  Wheatcraft,  and  had 
children  as  follows : Rebecca  married  Joseph  Jag- 

ger ; Sally  married  John  Swingle;  Otha;  Rachel 
married  Samuel  Shaffer ; and  John.  Of  these,  Otha 
is  in  line  of  descent.  He  married  Margaret  Enslin, 
whose  parents  were  natives  of  Maryland  and  Penn- 
sylvania, respectively.  They  became  acquainted  and 
were  married  in  South  Canaan  township.  They  had 
children:  Sarah  married  Ezekiel  Reed  (both  de- 
ceased); Adam;  John  (deceased);  Susan  married 
Charles  Carr  (both  deceased)  ; George  (deceased)  ; 
Jacob  (deceased)  ; Fred  (deceased)  ; Ezra  is  a retired 
farmer  of  South  Canaan  township ; Dorcus  mar- 
ried Rufus  H.  Frisby,  a millwright  of  Canaan  town- 
ship. The  remains  of  the  parents  of  these  now  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  South  Canaan. 

SEXTON  NOBLE,  who  passed  away  Febru- 
ary 14,  1898,  was  for  many  years  a prosperous  lum- 
berman and  farmer  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  a representative  of  one  of  the  early 
pioneer  families  of  this  region,  a family  whose  mem- 
bers have  lived  up  to  the  name  they  bear,  and  have 
always  taken  their  place  among  the  best  and  most 
valuable  citizens  of  the  community.  Mr.  Noble 
was  born  in  Damascus  in  March,  1825,  a son  of 
Alva  and  Maria  (Buell)  Noble,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  1791  in  Massachusetts,  the  latter  in 
1796  in  Connecticut. 

Alva  Noble  migrated  from  New  England  in 
1821,  locating  near  the  Delaware  river,  in  Damas- 
cus, one  mile  west  of  Cochecton,  and  there  re- 
mained for  thirteen  years,  following  his  trade,  that 
of  a tanner.  In  1834  he  sold  his  tannery  and  re- 
moved to  the  southwestern  part  of  Damascus  town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  wild  land  on  which  he 
erected  a log  house  and  barn  and  commenced  the 
work  of  clearing  a farm,  continuing  to  live  on  that 
place  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  found 
ample  opportunity  here  for  the  display  of  that  in- 
dustry. thrift  and  frugality  so  characteristic  of  the 
New  England  race,  and  he  succeeded  far  beyond 
his  own  expectations  in  a worldly  way,  establish- 
ing himself  in  a comfortable  home  acquired  by  his 
own  labors.  The  family  was  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent here  in  the  early  days,  respected  by  all  as  hard- 
working, deservedly  prosperous . people  and  as 
Christian  citizens  and  good  neighbors.  Mr.  Noble 
was  the  first  tanner  in  Wayne  county.  His  first 
wife  passed  away  in  1842,  leaving  eight  children, 
viz. : ( 1 ) Maryetta,  born  in  Massachusetts,  is  the 
wife  of  Augustus  Allen,  formerly  of  Connecticut, 
now  of  Damascus.  (2)  Emeline,  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, became  the  wife  of  James  Loveless,  of 
Damascus,  and  died  in  1887.  (3)  Charles  B.,  born 
in  Massachusetts,  married  Miss  Eliza  Bedient,  of 
New  York  State,  and  resided  in  Damascus  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  November,  1897.  His 
wife  and  four  children  survive  him.  (4)  Susan  mar- 
ried David  Egan,  of  Oregon,  Wayne  county,  and 
the}'  made  their  home  here,  both  dying  some  vears 
ago.  They  left  one  son,  Henry,  who  lives  in  Wayne 


county.  (5)  William  C.,  born  in  1824,  in  Wayne 
county,  married  Miss  Eunice  Garrett,  of  Berlin,  this 
county,  and  resided  in  Damascus,  where  he  died 
in  1878.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  five  chil- 
dren, Emerson,  Henry,  Silas,  Augusta  and  Joseph. 

(6)  Sexton  was  born  in  Damascus  in  March,  1825. 

(7)  Orin  T.,  born  in  1827  in  Damascus,  married 

Miss  Julia  Chalicomb,  of  Oregon,  who  was  born  on 
the  ocean  while  enroute  to  America.  In  1856  they 
remoyed  to  Wellington,  Ohio,  and  they  now  make 
their  home  in  Cleveland,  that  State.  They  have 
two  daughters,  both  born  in  Oregon,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, namely:  Josephine,  Mrs.  Byron  Colver,  of 

Cleveland,  and  Cecelia,  Mrs.  John  Thomas,  of  Wel- 
lington, Ohio.  (8)  Roxie,  born  in  1836  in  Damas- 
cus, became  the  wife  of  Melvin  James,  of  Connect- 
icut, and  they  now  live  in  Hyde  Park,  'Boston. 
They  have  two  daughters,  Luella  and  Cassie.  In 
1843  Alva  Noble  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Jane  Sterling,  of  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  two  children,  Alva  and 
Sophia.  The  son  married  Alice  Steinback,  and  is 
a resident  of  Moscow,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn. 
Sophia  married  Chauncey  Stage,  of  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  has  one  child  living,  May. 

Sexton  Noble  grew  to  manhod  in  his  native 
town  and  received  his  schooling  in  the  public  in- 
stitutions of  learning,  which  in  his  boyhood  were 
not  as  completely  equipped  as  the  schools  of  the 
present  day.  He  followed  farming  all  his  life, 
commencing  on  his  own  account  after  his  marriage, 
when  he  purchased  a partly  improved  place  in  Da- 
mascus township — the  property  on  which  he  ever 
after  resided.  The  tract  comprises  eighty  acres, 
now  under  profitable  cultivation,  and  a comfortable 
dwelling  and  all  necessary  outbuildings  have  been 
erected  and  numerous  other  improvements  added 
which  have  materially  enhanced  the  value  of  the 
place.  In  addition  to  general  agriculture  he  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  to  some  extent,  giving  his 
principal  attention  to  these  branches  of  industry, 
but  he  also  proved  his  ability  in  other  lines  of  busi- 
ness and  was  regarded  as  a good  manager,  capable 
of  making-  a success  in  anything  he  undertook. 
Like  his  father,  he  spent  years  of  patient  toil  in  his 
efforts  to  provide  a comfortable  home  for  himself 
and  family,  and  he  kept  up  the  reputation  borne  by 
members  of  the  family  generally  for  honest  indus- 
try and  perseverance  in  his  work,  holding  an  envia- 
ble place  among  the  intelligent,  well-to-do  agricult- 
urists of  his  neighborhood  and  making  a record  for 
integrity  second  to  none.  Mr.  Noble  possessed  an 
unusually  retentive  memory,  and  he  kept  himself 
posted  on  local  and  National  affairs  of  general  in- 
terest, though  he  did  not  take  a particularly  active 
part  in  public  affairs.  He  was  liberal-minded 
lyid  fair  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  men 
everywhere,  and  gained  and  retained  the  respect  of 
all  who  came  in  contact  with  him,  his  genuine 
worth  and  uprightness  manifesting  itself'  in  his 
dealings  with  all.  Mrs.  Noble  shared  with  him 
the  hardships  and  toil  of  their  early  years,  and  she 
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has  also  shared  with  him  the  esteem  of  their  friends 
and  neighbors  thronghont  Damascus,  by  whom  she 
is  much  beloved. 

Mr.  Noble  was  married,  in  1854,  to  Miss  La- 
vina  Fish,  of  Liberty,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  reared  a family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom 
lived  lo  become  useful  members  of  the  community, 
and  a credit  to  their  parents.  A brief  record  of  the 
family  is  as  follows:  (1)  Howard,  born  in  1855, 
married  Miss  Rose  Marks,  of  Wayne  county,  and 
they  resided  at  his  home  in  Oregon,  where  he  was 
killed  by  lightning  June  16,  1891.  His  wife  and 
one  son,  Judson,  survive.  (2)  Evelyn  L.,  born  in 
December,  1856,  married  Howard  Decker,  of  Da- 
mascus, where  they  made  their  home.  They  had 
five  children,  Carrie,  Arthur,  James,  Inez  and  Coe. 
Mrs.  Decker  died  October  24,  1899.  (3)  Mary,  born 
in  1858  in  Damascus,  is  the  wife  of  Marvin  Tread- 
well, of  near  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  has  two 
children,  Ada  and  Ray.  (4)  Arthur  H.,  born 
in  i860,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  lived  on  the  home  place  until  his  marriage,  on 
March  7,  1889,  to  Miss  Irene  Boyd,  of  Damascus, 
who  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  Boyd, 
prominent  pioneer  people  of  Wayne  county ; the 
Boyds  came  from  Philadelphia,  and  they  have  been 
extensively  engaged  in  lumber  dealing  in  this  coun- 
ty. After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
H.  Noble  settled  in  Damascus  township,  where  he 
owns  a well  cultivated  farm  of  125  acres,  and  there 
two  children  have  been  born  to  them,  Mary,  in 
1890,  and  Clarence,  in  1896.  (5)  Edmund,  born  in 
1866,  married  Miss  Lottie  Davy,  of  Oregon,  this 
county,  where  they  reside.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren, Bertha,  born  in  1894,  and  Ralph,  born  in 
1896.  (6)  Orin  T.,  born  in  July,  1868,  makes  his 

home  with  his  mother  and  manages  the  farm.  (7) 
Nancy  A.,  born  in  February,  1872,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Boyd,  and  they  live  in  Boyd's  Mills, 
Damascus  township,  where  they  have  a fine  home. 
They  have  had  three  children,  Robert  C.,  born  in 
1894:  David,  born  in  May,  1897:  and  Edna  L.,  born 
in  July,  1898.  (8)  Irene,  born  in  December.  1873, 
married  William  B.  Yerkes,  of  Damascus,  and  re- 
sides near  Milanville,  this  county.  She  has  one 
daughter,  Helene.  (9)  Edith,  born  in  September, 
1878,  lives  at  home.  She  received  her  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  has 
also  been  given  a thorough  musical  training,  giv- 
ing evidence  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  in  that 
direction. 

The  Noble  family  has  always  done  its  share 
in  supporting  Churches  and  religious  work,  giving 
liberally  of  their  time  and  means  to  that  end,  and 
they  are  actively  interested  in  the  religious  wel- 
fare of  the  community.  Firs.  Noble  is  a member 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  but  Mr.  Noble  and  his  family 
have  always  adhered  to  the  Disciples  Society, 
though  he  had  liberal  views  in  this  matter  as  in 
everything  else.  He  was  originally  a Whig  in 
political  faith,  and  supported  the  Republican  party 
after  its  organization,  especially  in  National  affairs. 


LEWIS  SIMONS  was  for  many  years  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  industrial  and  agricult- 
ural interests  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  still  makes  his  home,  but  is  now  living 
retired.  His  has  been  a long  and  busy  career,  rich 
with  experience,  during  which  he  has  established 
himself  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him. 

Richard  Simons,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  when  about  five 
years  old  was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents, 
who  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject  died.  There  Richard  Simons 
learned  the  nail-making  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  many  years.  In  Philadelphia  he  was  married, 
about  1811,  to  Miss  Hannah  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  that  city,  of  German  ancestry.  Subsequently  they 
removed  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased 
a tract  of  land  for  a mere  nothing,  but  the  cost  of 
clearing  a few  acres  amounted  to  $700,  as  the  land 
was  stony  and  covered  with  a heavy  growth  of  tim- 
ber. After  seven  years  spent  in  that  locality,  Mr. 
Simons  came  to  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  purchased  100  acres  of  woodland,  cleared 
nearly  all  of  it,  and  remained  there  until  death 
claimed  him,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  His  chil- 
dren were  Thomas  and  William,  twins,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Eliza,  widow  of  John  H.  Bortree,  of 
Jersey  City,  N.  J. ; John,  deceased,  who  made  his 
home  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county ; Nettie, 
wife  of  O.  Hardin,  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn. ; 
Hannah,  who  died  at  the  early  age  of  three  years ; 
Lewis,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  G.  W.,  a resident 
of  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county;  Frances  Jane,  wife  of 
Thomas  Hartford,  of  Sterling  township ; Richard 
LI.,  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county;  Catherine, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years ; William,  de- 
ceased, who  lived  in  Sterling  township ; Mary,  who 
wedded  Gabriel  Walrath,  of  Sterling  township, 
and  died  in  189.5  ; and  Isaac,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years. 

Lewis  Simons  was  born  February  21,  1825, 
in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  has 
spent  his  entire  life  with  the  exception  of  one  year, 
when  employed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  in 
runing  a sawmill  at  Elmhurst,  Penn.,  near  No.  7. 
He  built  a sawmill  in  Sterling  township  which  he 
operated  for  thirty  .years,  and  in  connection  with 
milling  cleared  about  fifty  acres  of  land.  He  now 
owns  246  acres,  part  of  which  is  located  on  the 
river  flats  in  Sterling  township,  and  with  his  sons 
owns  a portable  sawmill,  which  the  latter  operate 
during  the  winter  months.  He  has  always  been  a 
hard  worker,  and  by  systematic  labor  has  brought 
his  farm  to  a high  state  of  productiveness.  LTpon 
the  place  he  has  a beautiful  home  and  well-built 
barns  and  stables. 

At  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county.  Fir.  Simons 
was  married.  Flarch  it,  1854,  to  Fliss  Catherine 
Heller,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Flaria  (Fen- 
ner) Heller,  both  natives  of  that  county,  where 
they  spent  their  entire  lives.  The  father,  who  was 
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a farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  February  21, 
1801,  and  died  October  3,  1870,  while  the  mother 
was  born  March  25,  1800,  and  died  May  6,  1859. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Sally,  wife  of  Peter 
Metzger,  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county ; 
Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  our  subject;  Alfred,  a 
widower,  who  has  made  his  home  with  Mr.  Simons 
since  1890;  Matilda,  deceased  wife  of  Louis  Kel- 
ler, of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Caroline,  wife  of  R.  H. 
Simons,  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county;  Eliza, 
deceased  wife  of  Coe  Wilson,  of  New  Jersey;  Lou- 
isa, wife  of  Sidenham  Keller,  a retired  harness- 
maker  of  Scranton ; Hattie,  widow  of  Horace 
Shiree,  of  Scranton ; Maria,  who  was  born  April 
4,  1838,  and  is  the  present  wife  of  our  subject; 
Chauncey,  who  died  in  infancy ; and  Lena,  wife  of 
Chris  Sensanbauck,  of  Dunmore,  Pennsylvania. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Simons  had  the  fol- 
lowing children  : Alfred,  born  December  26,  1854, 
married  Edith  Hoyle,  of  Honesdale,  Penn.,  and 
now  lives  in  Minnesota ; Elizabeth,  born  October 
1,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  James  Gilpin,  of  South 
Sterling,  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county;  Charles, 
born  May  10,  1858,  died  at  the  age  of  one  and  one- 
half  years ; Edwin,  born  November  24,  1859,  mar- 
ried Minnie  Owens,  of  Minnesota,  where  they  make 
their  home;  Howard,  born  September  13,  1861, 
lives  in  Minnesota ; Richard,  born  September  20, 
1863,  married  Anna  Gilpin,  of  Sterling  township; 
and  now  lives  in  Sterling;  F.  C.,  born  July  22, 
1865,  is  a harness  maker  of  Omaha,  Neb.;  Isaac, 
born  January  20,  1868,  married  Ella  Catterson,  and 
lives  in  Sterling  township ; and  Catherine,  born 
An  gush  8,  1869,  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Simons  mam 
ried  her  sister,  Miss  Maria  Heller,  on  August  11, 
1870,  in  Sterling  township,  and  of  this  union  two 
children  have  been  born : Blanche  B.,  on  October 
6,  1871  ; and  Horace  S.,  on  April  24,  1873,  both  at 
home. 

On  May  3,  1897,  Mr.  Simons  suffered  a stroke 
of  paralysis,  which  has  since  confined  him  to  the 
house.  With  his  wife  and  children,  Richard  and 
Blanche,  he  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  has  always  been  a very 
active  Church  worker,  serving  as  steward  and 
trustee  for  many  years.  In  political  sentiment  he 
is  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  has  been  honored 
with  a number  of  local  offices,  serving  as  school 
director  for  many  years,  treasurer  for  six  years, 
assessor  for  three  years,  and  a member  of  the  elec- 
tion board  many  times.  For  over  a quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  enjoys  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

JOHN  COOLBAUGH  WESTBROOK.  Few 
citizens  of  this  section  enjoy  to  as  high  a degree 
the  confidence  of  the  public  as  does  this  well-known 
resident  of  Milford,  whose  popularity  is  attested 
by  his  frequent  election  to  offices  of  responsibility 
and  trust.  For  many  years  he  has  served  ably 


and  acceptably  as  prothonotary  and  county  auditor, 
and  as  recorder  of  deeds,  register  of  wills,  clerk  of 
the  Orphans’  Court,  Clerk  of  Court  of  Assertions, 
he  has  also  shown  characteristic  ability,  zeal  and 
fidelity. 

Mr.  Westbrook  comes  of  good  old  pioneer 
stock,  and  traces  his  descent  to  an  English  family, 
some  of  whose  members  went  to  Holland  at  an  early 
period  to  escape  religious  persecution.  The  records 
at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  show  that  in  1630  some  of  that 
name  were  settlers  on  the  manor  lands  of  Patroon 
Van  Rensselaer,  having  come  with  a Dutch  colony. 
On  October  9,  1665,  John  Westbrook  was  at  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  and  in  1689-90  Job  and  John  West- 
brook were  there.  In  1721  Col.  Thomas  West- 
brook, a wealthy  land  owner  and  ship  builder  of 
Maine,  said  to  have  come  from  Stroudwater,  Glou- 
cestershire, England,  commanded  the  expedition 
against  Norridgewock,  which  broke  up  the  settle- 
ment of  the  famous  Jesuit  priest  Father  Ralle,  and 
captured  his  papers.  Two  years  later  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Gov.  Dunmore  as  chief  in  command  of 
the  eastern  frontier  of  the  Colony  of  Maine,  and  he 
seems  to  have  wielded  an  important  influence  in 
that  commonwealth,  the  town  of  Westbrook  having 
been  named  after  him.  In  every  generation  the 
love  of  liberty  has  been  a leading  characteristic  of 
the  family,  and  its  members  have  not  hesitated  to 
make  open  resistance  to  tyranny,  several  having 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  The  definite 
records  of  our  subject’s  ancestry  began  with  An- 
thony Westbrook,  who  came  to  Pennsylvania  from 
Guilford,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  s°ttled  in  the 
Minisink  V alley,  where  he  acquired  a large  tract  of 
land.  In  1737  he  was  a justice  of  the  peace  and  an 
elder  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  while  his 
brother  Johannes,  who  preceded  him,  was  also 
prominent  in  the  settlement.  Anthony  Westbrook 
married  Antie  Van  Etten,  and  had  at  least  two  chil- 
dren, Jacob  and  Johannes. 

Jacob  Westbrook  became  the  owner  of  a large 
tract  of  land  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Delaware  river, 
about  eight  miles  below  Port  Jervis,  in  what  is  now 
Montague  township,  ’ Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.  His  sub- 
sant’ial  stone  house  was  often  used  as  a fort  dur- 
ing the  troubles  with  the  Indians,  as  was  that  of  his 
son  Johannes,  three  miles  farther  down  the  Dela- 
ware river.  Like  other  pioneer  families  the  West- 
brooks kept  slaves  in  the  early  days.  Jacob  West- 
brook was  married  March  24,  1746,  to  Lydia  West- 
fall,  and  had  six  children:  Blandina,  Johannes,  Sof- 
ferine,  Solomon,  Maria  and  Jane. 

Solomon  Westbrook,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  October  6,  1762,  and  died  March  30, 
1824.  In  1792  he  located  upon  a tract  of  700  acres 
of  land  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Delaware  river  in 
Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  and  his  residence, 
a large  stone  house,  stood  on  the  stage  road,  two 
miles  below  Dingman’s  Ferry.  In  1801  he  was 
assessed  with  150  acres  of  improved  land,  and  was 
serving  as  justice  of  the  peace.  On  September  24, 
1782,  he  married  Margaret  DeWitt,  by  whom  he 
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had  five  children:  Jacob  (1786-1847),  who  resided 
on  a part  of  the  homestead,  and  was  the  father  of 
John  I.  Westbrook,  of  Port  Jervis  ; Col.  John  (1789- 
1852),  a leading  spirit  in  the  State  militia,  a mem- 
ber of  Congress  (1841-1843),  and  one  of  the  ablest 
men  this  section  ever  produced ; Solomon,  our  sub- 
ject's father;  Sofiferine;  and  Margaret  (Mrs.  Will- 
iam H.  Nyce). 

Solomon  Westbrook  (2),  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1794,  and  died  in  1852.  He 
was  a successful  business  man,  and  was  also  active 
in  politics,  serving  one  term  as  sheriff  of  Pike  coun- 
ty (1822-1825).  In  1819  he  sold  his  farm  to  his 
brother  Jacob,  and  purchased  another  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  where  he  remained  about  ten 
years:  but  in  1829  he  disposed  of  the  place  to  John 
V.  Coolbaugh,  and  removed  to  Philadelphia.  In 
1830  he  returned  and  opened  a store  at  Bushk'ill, 
which  he  carried  on  for  a year,  while  for  five  years 
he  conducted  a hotel  at  Dingman’s  Ferry.  In  1832 
he  opened  a store  there,  and  he  also  carried  on  mer- 
cantile business  at  Tafton  in  1835-36.  In  the  mean- 
time he  became  extensively  engaged  in  lumbering 
at  Blooming  Grove,  but  a paralytic  stroke  in  1837 
deprived  him  of  the  power  of  speech  while  he  was 
yet  in  the  prime  of  manhood.  He  had  removed 
with  his  family  in  1835  t°  the  old  stone  house  in 
Delaware  township;  then  in  1842  the  family  located 
at  Blooming  Grove,  where  his  sons  carried  on  the 
lumber  business  for  many  years.  His  wife  was 
Hannah  Coolbaugh,  of  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Pike  county.  Of  their  children,  Margaret, 
the  eldest  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  John  B. 
Stoll,  of  Branchville ; John  C.,  our  subject,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below;  Hiram  (deceased)  was 
a real-estate  dealer  at  Ridgewood,  N.  J.,  and  was 
twice  married,  (first)  to  Eunice  A.  Horton,  and 
(second)  to  Jennie  M.  Maston ; Lafayette,  a resi- 
dent of  Stroudsburg,  is  mentioned  elsewhere; 
Moses  C.,  a farmer  on  the  homestead  at  Blooming 
Grove,  married  Emily  Jones;  Susan  a resident  of 
Milford,  married  (first)  Theodore  Grandon,  and 
(second)  William  IT.  Bell,  both  of  whom  are  now 
deceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  24,  1820,  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Pike  county,  then  a portion  of 
Delaware  township.  He  began  his  education  in  the 
country  schools,  afterward  studying  for  some  time 
with  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  at  Milford.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  became  a clerk  in  his  father's  store  at  Ding- 
man’s  Ferry,  and  after  the  latter’s  health  failed  he 
took  charge  of  the  business,  assisted  by  Col.  H.  S. 
Mott.  Together  with  his  brothers  he  also  managed 
the  lumber  business  at  Blooming  Grove,  and  later  he 
cleared  a farm  there  upon  which  he  built  a sawmill 
and  a gristmill.  In  1845  be  was  elected  prothono- 
tary  of  Pike  county,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and 
removed  to  Milford.  After  serving  two  terms  he 
returned  to  Blooming  Grove,  and  in  the  fall  of  1863 
he  was  again  chosen  to  that  office,  which  he  held  for 
six  years.  In  1870  he  removed  to  Branchville,  N. 
J.,  and  during  the  following  year  he  secured  from 


various  individuals  the  land  for  Blooming  Grove 
Park.  In  1872  he  went  to  Berks  county,  Penn., 
and  for  three  years  acted  as  foreman  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Boston  & South  Mountain  R.  R., 
running  from  Harrisburg  to  Poughkeepsie.  In  the 
fall  of  1875  he  returned  to  Milford,  and  was  elected 
prothonotary,  to  which  office  he  has  since  been  con- 
tinuously re-elected,  having  held  the  office  in  all 
thirty-five  years.  Socially  Mr.  Westbrook  and  his 
family  are  prominent,  and  he  is  connected  with 
various  orders;  he  is  a Master  Mason, having  joined 
the  fraternity  at  Flawley. 

On  December  31,  1850,  Mr.  Westbrook  was 
married  at  Milford  to  Miss  Jane  Wells,  and  four 
children  have  blessed  the  union : Alice  B.,  who 
resides  in  Milford,  married  (first)  Dr.  Gouverneur 
Emerson,  and  after  his  decease  wedded  the  late 
Milton  B.  Mott,  formerly  editor  of  the  Milford 
Dispatch,  and  a representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. Flannah  married  John  Williamson,  of 
Branchville,  N.  J.,  now  deceased.  Frank  Brod- 
head  and  Lafayette  died  unmarried.  Mrs.  West- 
brook was  born  at  Milford,  January  24,  1824,  only 
child  of  Peter  and  Jane  Wells,  and,  both  parents 
dying  when  she  was  an  infant,  she  was  reared  by 
her  grandmother,  Jane  Wells. 

ISAAC  N.  FOSTER  (deceased).  The  Fos- 
ter family  has  long  been  prominent  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, the  name  having  been  associated  with  many  en- 
terprises of  importance  in  the  development  of  the 
locality.  The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a 
definite  record  was  I.  Christopher  Foster,  who 
was  born  in  England  in  1603,  and  on  June  17,  1635, 
embarked  at  London  for  America  in  the  ship  “Abi- 
gail,” with  his  wife  Frances,  aged  twenty-five,  and 
three  children,  Rebecca,  Nathaniel  and  John.  On 
the  shipping  list  farming  is  given  as  his  occupation. 
He  was  made  a freeman,  or  voter,  at  Boston,  April 
17,  1637,  but  at  the  time  was  residing  at  Lynn, 
where  sixty  acres  of  land  were  allotted  him  in  1638, 
as  stated  in  Lewis’  History  of  Lynn.  In  1651  he 
removed  to  Southampton,  Long  Island,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1687.  He  and  his  wife  Frances 
had  the  following  children : Rebecca,  born  in  1630; 
Nathaniel,  1633;  John,  1634;  Benjamin;  Hanna, 
who  married  Daniel  Saver ; Joseph ; and  ' Sarah, 
wife  of  Samuel  Jones.  The  line  of  descent  to  the 
Fosters  of  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  was  con- 
tinued through  John,  as  shown  below,  his  descend- 
ants being-  numerous  in  that  locality.  Little  is 
known  of  the  history  of  the  others,  but  Nathaniel 
is  said  to  have  made  his  home  at  Huntington,  Long 
Island,  and  to  have  had  at  least  two  children, 
Nathaniel,  Jr.,  and  Samuel.  On  October  10,  1781, 
a John  Foster^  of  Huntington,  probably  a descend- 
ant of  Nathaniel,  Sr.,  made  a will,  in  which  he 
mentions  his  wife,  Sarah ; his  eldest  son,  Samuel ; 
John,  William,  Henry,  Glorianna  and  Elizabeth. 
This  will  was  recorded  in  New  York  City,  March 
16,  1782. 

II.  John  Foster,  sen  of  Christopher,  had  a 
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large  family  of  children,  as  follows : John,  who  is 

mentioned  more  fully  below,  the  line  of  descent  in 
which  we  are  now  interested  being  traced  through 
him;  Sarah,  born  January  29,  1664;  Hannah,  Janu- 
ary 2,  1667;  Jeremiah,  March  2,  1671;  Patience 
(Mrs.  Abraham  Howell),  March  7,  1673;  Rachel, 
February  2,  1675;  Jonathan,  April  2,  1677;  David, 
March  15,  1679;  William,  April  2,  1681;  Phoebe, 
April  1,  1683;  and  Abigail,  February  — , 1685. 

III.  John  Foster,  son  of  John  II,  was  born 
February  8,  1662,  and  on  December  5,  1689,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Abbott,  by  whom  he  had  at  least  two 
children,  viz. : John,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully 

below;  and  Hackaliah,  born  in  1700. 

IY.  John  Foster,  son  of  John  III,  was  born 
in  1695,  and  died  in  1762.  His  first  wife,  Sybil 
Howell,  who  was  probably  a daughter  of  Major 
John  Howell,  died  February  20,  1733,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-two  years,  leaving  one  son,  John.  Flis  sec- 
ond wife  was  named  Elizabeth.  He  had  children 
as  follows : John,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of 

Ephraim  White;  James  ; Cleo ; Keturah,  who  mar- 
ried Cason ; Josiah;  and  Samuel. 

V.  Josiah  Foster,  born  January  22,  1737,  was 
married,  in  1768,  to  Esther  Post,  who  was  born 
March  3,  1743.  Their  children  were  Josiah,  born 
August  10,  1769  (died  at  an  early  age)  ; Justus, 
November  3,  1770;  Josiah,  September  2,  1772; 
James,  August  28,  1774;  Cephas,  November  7, 
1776;  Elizabeth,  November  22,  1778;  John,  March 
16,  1781;  Molly,  July  13,  1783;  Mary,  September 
24,  1784;  and  Isaac  P.,  the  immediate  ancestor  of 
the  Fosters  of  Honesdale. 

VI.  Isaac  P.  Foster  was  born  March  28,  1788, 
in  Quogue,  Southampton  township,  Suffolk  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  was  reared  upon  Long  Island.  In 
April,  1810,  he  went  to  New  York  City  to  seek 
employment,  but  found  none,  and  in  December,  the 
same  year,  he  settled  in  Montrose,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business. 
In  1812  he  made  a visit  to  his  native  State,  and  on 
February  19,  of  that  year,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Howell,  who  was  born  April  11,  1793,  at 
Southampton.  His  bride  accompanied  him  on  his 
return  to  Montrose,  where  he  resided  for  many 
years,  being  engaged  for  some  time  in  mercantile 
pursuits,  and  later  in  the  tanning  business  and  in 
distilling  liquor.  He  attained  financial  success, 
and  as  his  ability  and  sound  judgment  won  the  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow  citizens,  he  was  chosen,  in 
1826,  a director  of  the  Milford  & Owego  turnpike. 
While  acting  in  this  capacity  he  became  intimately 
acquainted  with  Major  Jason  Torrey,  who  had  al- 
ready been  impressed  with  the  advantages  of  the 
present  site  of  Honesdale.  He  explained  to  Mr. 
Foster  the  project  for  founding  a town  there,  and 
the  active  and  far-seeing  brain  of  the*  latter  quickly 
comprehended  the  possibilities  involved  in  the  plan. 
In  1826  Mr.  Foster  located  at  the  site  of  the  pro- 
posed town,  although  his  family  remained  for  a 
time  in  Montrose,  and  with  Major  Torrey  as  a 
partner  he  opened  a store  in  a little  “shanty”  built 


by  himself  on  the  “point,”  at  the  forks  of  the  Dy- 
berry.  These  were  pioneer  times.  South  of  the 
West  branch,  at  the  present  site  of  the  “National 
Hotel,”  Samuel  Kimbell  had  effected  a small  clear- 
ing, where  he  lived  with  his  family  in  a log  house. 
North  of  the  Lackawaxen,  Major  Torrey  had  at- 
tempted a clearing  and  had  a gang  of  men  at  work, 
and  had  also  erected  a large  barn-like  structure  on 
the  “point,”  which  was  the  only  building  in  the 
vicinity  when  the  store  was  built.  In  a district  so 
sparsely  settled  the  sale  of  goods  was  of  necessity 
limited,  and  Mr.  Foster  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
he  must  add  some  other  business  in  order  to  make  a 
financial  success.  Seeing  the  vast  supply  of  hemlock 
bark  at  hand,  and  realizing  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  the  canal  he  decided  to  resume  the 
manufacture  of  leather,  and  on  looking  about  he 
found  a suitable  site  for  a tannery  a mile  up  the 
West  branch.  He  associated  with  his  partners, 
Ezra  Hand,  D.  P.  Ivirtland  and  John  F.  Roe,  and  at 
once  commenced  the  erection  of  the  necessary  build- 
ings, which  were  put  up  and  fitted  with  the  re- 
quired machinery  most  expeditiously,  the  tannery 
going  into  active  operation  in  1830.  Up  to  this 
date  the  tanning  business  in  Wayne  county  had 
been  of  purely  local  nature,  the  raw  material  being" 
purchased  and  the  leather  disposed  of  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity,  but  with  the  favorable  location,  and 
Mr.  Foster  at  its  head,  this  tannery  was  destined  to 
give  an  impetus  to  the  business  of  which  the  most 
sanguine  had  not  dreamed.  Hides  were  shipped  in 
from  South  America,  and  finished  leather  placed 
in  the  markets  in  New  York,  and  for  many  years 
this  was  the  leading  tannery  in  the  section.  As 
soon  as  Mr.  Foster  saw  that  the  business  was  well 
established,  he  bought  out  the  interests  of  his  sev- 
eral partners,  and  conducted  the  business  himself 
in  connection  with  his  store,  which  he  moved  to  a 
more  convenient  location.  As  his  sons  grew  up  Mr. 
Foster  associated  them  with  him. 

Isaac  P.  Foster  was  a most  admirable  char- 
acter. He  was  familiarly  known  as  “Deacon"  Fos- 
ter, and  he  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Honesdale.  For  many 
years  he  was  among  its  most  exemplary  and  zeal- 
ous adherents ; but,  when  the  slavery  question  as- 
sumed a definite  form,  he  was  forced  to  retire  from 
his  office  of  ruling  elder  because  he  was  an  Aboli- 
tionist. However,  he  lived  to  see  the  entire  mem- 
bership of  his  Church,  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  three  members,  adopt  his  views  in  regard  to 
slavery,  and  he  was  re-instated  in  the  eldership. 
During  the  years  immediately  preceding  emanci- 
pation, he  was  one  of  the  brave  men  who  dared  to 
violate  the  unjust  laws,  and  in  the  hours  of  night 
he  often  fed  the  fleeing  slave  and  helped  him  on  his 
way  to  Canada,  his  house  being  a noted  station  on 
what  is  now  the  historic  “Underground  Railroad.” 
He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  first  temper- 
ance society  in  Wayne  county,  and  was  an  agitator 
on  all  moral  questions,  his  zeal  in  championing  his 
convictions  being  equaled  only  by  his  charity  for 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


43 


the  opinions  of  others.  He  died  in  Honesdale,  No- 
vember 18,  1876,  comforted  by  the  consciousness 
of  a life  well  spent,  and  honored  by  all  who  knew 
him.  His  wife,  Mary  Howell,  followed  him  into 
eternity  June  27,  1879.  Sixteen  children  were  born 
to  this  worthy  couple : (1)  Elizabeth,  born  March 

2C,  1813,  married  Albert  Jessup,  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y., 
and  died  July  4,  1897,  leaving  two  sons,  Josiah  and 
Albert  (a  minister  at  South  Haven,  Mich.)  (2) 
Josiah  was  born  January  8,  1815.  (3)  William 

Plowed,  born  April  5,  1816,  was  reared  in  Hones- 
dale, where  he  was  engaged  in  tanning  and  lumber- 
ing until  1876,  and  later  followed  mercantile  pur- 
suits till  his  death,  which  occurred  March  8,  1880. 
On  January  24,  1839,  he  married  Harriet  Jessup, 
and  their  children  were  George,  Harriet,  Gertrude,' 
Mary,  Samuel  J.,  and  W.  H.  (born  March  6,  1857). 

(4)  Mary,  born  January  16,  1817,  died  July  5, 1818. 

(5)  George  and  (6)  Sallie  (twins),  born  July  15, 

1818,  died  in  infancy.  (7)  James,  born  March  17, 
1821,  died  December  16,  1891.  (8)  Mary,  born 

April  1 7,  1823,  married  Stephen  D.  Ward,  Decem- 
ber 30,  1841.  (9)  Isaac  N.  is  mentioned  below. 

(10)  Harriet  J.,  born  September  27,  1826,  is  now 
Mrs.  J.  D.  West,  of  East  Orange,  N.  J.  (11) 
Millicent,  born  September  12,  1828,  is  the  widow 
of  Horace  Woodhouse,  of  Honesdale.  (12)  Erne- 
line,  born  April  4,  1830,  married  L.  M.  Chase,  and 
died  August  30,  1870.  (13)  Esther,  born  May 

22,  1832,  died  in  infancy.  (14)  Anna  Eliza,  born 
July  8,  1834,  married  W.  W.  Weston.  (15)  Sarah 
A.,  born  November  30,  1836,  died  in  infancv.  (16) 
Ellen,  born  November  14,  1839,  married  Plorace 
Weston. 

VII.  Isaac  N.  Foster,  son  of  Isaac  P. 
Foster,  was  born  June  22,  1824,  at  Montrose,  and 
in  1827  accompanied  his  parents  to  Honesdale, 
where  he  made  his  permanent  home,  his  death 
occurring  there  September  5,  1897.  After  com- 
pleting a course  of  study  in  the  local  schools,  he 
attended  school  on  Long  Island  during  one  winter, 
and  at  an  early  age  he  began  his  business  career  as 
an  assistant  to  his  father.  On  succeeding  to  the 
management  of  the  store  he  introduced  many 
judicious  improvements,  and  he  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness wth  marked  success  until  his  retirement  in 
1894.  During  the  latter  years  his  store  was  on  the 
present  site  of  the  postoffice.  He  was  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Honesdale,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  president  of  the  Wayne  County 
Savings  Bank,  his  time  being  divided  between  the 
cares  of  that  position  and  the  general  oversight  of 
his  extensive  property.  On  March  22,  1848,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Conger,  a native  of 
Montgomery  county,  N.  Y.,  born  April  2,  1829. 
Of  their  two  children : ( 1 ) Susan  Conger,  born 

June  4,  1850,  was  married,  December  ir,  1873,  to 
Robert  Wallace  Ham,  a leading  manufacturer  of 
Honesdale,  and  they  have  four  children — Isaac  Fos- 
ter, born  November  21,  1874;  Thomas  Conger,  born 
June  18,  1879;  Grace  E.,  born  July  22.  1883;  and 
Robert  Dudley,  born  October  30,  1888.  (2)  Anna 


Grace,  born  March  29,  1858,  was  married  Novem- 
ber 12,  1885,  to  Hon.  Erastus  Post. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Foster  was  a 
pronounced  Republican,  and  for  a number  of  years 
served  as  chief  burgess,  and  as  a member  of  the 
council  was  greatly  interested  in  educational  mat- 
ters. He  was  a man  of  keen  perception  and  strong 
convictions,  and  never  hesitated  to  express  himself 
as  to  his  position  on  any  question.  His  forceful 
and  logical  arguments  left  no  doubt  in  his  hearers’ 
minds  as  to  his  opinion,  and  his  honest  effort  to  up- 
hold it.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  of  which  he  was  trustee. 

OSCAR  LAIvIN,  a leading  citizen  and  prom- 
inent lumberman  and  farmer  of  Dingman’s  Ferry, 
Pike  county,  was  born  October  7,  1833,  at  Han- 
cock, Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  par- 
ents, William  and  Sophia  (Wheeler)  Lakin,  spent 
their  entire  lives.  The  father,  who  was  also  a 
farmer  and  lumberman  by  occupation,  died  in  1851, 
aged  fifty-two  years,  and  after  surviving  him  about 
fifteen  years  the  mother  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
seventy,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Han- 
cock. He  was  a man  of  prominence  and  held  sev- 
eral local  offices.  Their  children  were : Robert, 

who  died  in  infancy ; Oscar ; Earl,  a retired  farmer 
of  Hancock;  James  W.,  a farmer  and  lumberman 
of  Hancock,  who  married  Lucy  Sherman;  Julius, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty ; Porter,  a farmer 
and  lumberman  of  Hancock,  who  married  Mary 
Mills.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
Jonas  and  Prudence  (Parks)  Lakin,  the  former  a 
native  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  the  latter  of  Hancock, 
N.  Y.,  and  early  settlers  of  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  afterward  made  their  home,  the  grandfather 
following  the  occupation  of  farming  and  lumber- 
ing. In  their  family  were  eight  children,  namely : 
William;  Elvira,  wife  of  John  Bonner;  Sallows; 
Thankful,  wife  of  Rev.  David  Turner;  Omar; 
Arad  S. ; George;  and  Sally,  wife  of  David  Pettitt. 
The  maternal  grandparents,  Royal  and  Catura 
Wheeler,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  also  pio- 
neers of  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  where  the  grandfather 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming. 

The  early  life  of  Oscar  Lakin  was  passed  un- 
der the  parental  roof.  In  1861  he  was  married  at 
Walton,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Niles,  a native  of 
Walton,  that  State,  who  died  at  Hancock,  in  No- 
vember, 1865,  aged  thirty-two  years,  leaving  three 
daughters,  namely : Evelyn,  now  the  wife  of  Jay 

Elwood,  manager  of  a store  in  Walton ; Mary,  wife 
of  Rev.  Friend  Appleman,  minister  of  a Church  in 
Mill  Hall,  Clinton  Co.,  Penn. ; and  Sarah,  wife  of 
Myron  Woodmansee,  carpenter  and  builder  of  For- 
est City,  Pennsylvania. 

In  June,  1867,  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  Penn.,  Mr.  Lakin  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith, 
by  whom  he  has  five  children : Bell,  wife  of  A. 

E.  Muller,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and 
insurance  business  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Glencora, 
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wife  of  Alvin  Horton,  a railroad  conductor  living 
in  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; Marvin,  who  is  clerking  in 
New  York  City;  Winfield,  a carpenter  and  builder, 
who  married  Edith  Brown,  of  Delaware  township, 
Pike  county,  and  lives  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  and  Royal, 
at  home.  Mrs.Lakinwas  born  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  January  2, 1841,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  K.  and  Sarah  (Pipher)  Smith,  natives 
of  Crawford  and  Monroe  counties,  Penn.,  respect- 
ively. The  father  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  but 
spent  his  last  years  in  retirement  and  died  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  in  1878,  aged  eighty-four 
years.  His  wife  died  in  the.  same  county,  in  1875, 
aged  sixty-four  years,  and  they  were  both  laid  to 
rest  there.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. The  children  born  to  them  were : Samuel 

(deceased),  who  married  Maria  Schoonover; 
Case  (deceased),  who  married  Jennie  Peters; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  our  subject;  Anna,  wife  of  James 
Clary,  of  Montrose,  Penn. ; Mary  B.,  wife  of  John 
Jayne,  of  Meshoppen,  Penn. ; and  Walter,  who  died 
unmarried.  The  mother  had  been  previously  mar- 
ried, her  first  husband  being  James  Van  Campen, 
by  whom  she  had  four  children:  James  (decease), 
who  married  Mary  Butler;  John  (deceased),  who 
married  Susan  Slack;  Andrew  _( deceased)  ; and 
Frank,  a carpenter  of  Millbrook,  N.  J.,  who  mar- 
ried Maria  Fenton. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Mr.  Lakin  has  fol- 
lowed'farming  and  lumbering  with  a fair  degree  of 
success,  carrying  on  operations  in  Hancock,  N.  Y., 
until  thirty-four  years  of  age,  when  he  removed 
to  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  where  the  following  thirteen  years  were 
passed.  For  one  year  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  and  in  March, 
1883,  came  to  Dingman’s  Ferry,  Pike  county, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  devoting  his 
attention  to  farming  and  lumbering.  While  in 
Monroe  county  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  eleven  years,  resigning  the  office  when  leaving 
there,  and  in  1893  was  elected  to  the  same  position 
in  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  and  served  for 
one  term.  In  Febritary,  1898,  he  was  re-elected  to 
the  office  of  township  auditor,  which  he  had  pre- 
viously filled  for  one  term,  and  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent. In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  in  his  social  relations  is  a seventh-degree 
Mason.  He  is  an  enterprising,  energetic  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  taking  a deep  and  commenda- 
ble interest  in  public  afifairs. 

JUDGE  ELISHA  PINNEO  STRONG.  It  is 
an  important  public  duty  to  honor  and  perpetuate, 
as  far  as  is  possible,  the  memory  of  an  eminent  citizen 
- — one  who  by  his  blameless  and  honorable  life,  and 
his  distinguished  career,  reflected  credit  not  only 
upon  his  city  and  county,  but  also  upon  the  State. 
For  many  years  Wayne  county  had  no  more  promi- 
nent or  influential  citizen  than  Judge  Strong,  who 
was  a recognized  leader  in  both  business  and  political 
circles. 


The  Judge  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Connecticut — the  home  of  the  family  or- 
iginally being  in  Shropshire,  England.  Peace  had 
not  yet  been  declared,  and  the  young  republic  was 
practically  without  a government,  when,  in  1785, 
Elisha  Strong  brought  his  wife,  Anna  Pinneo  (a 
French  Huguenot),  and  his  son  Jairus  farther 
west,  locating  in  Greene  county,  New  York. 

• Jairus  Strong  was  born  in  Sharon,  Conn.,  May 
4,  1774.  He  engaged  in  tanning  and  mercantile 
operations,  and  was  an  important  factor  in  the  civil 
life  of  the  community  until  his  death,  in  June,  1838. 
On  January  9,  1799,  he  married  Dosha  Bissell,  of 
East  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  namely : ( 1 ) Austin,  born  Decem- 
ber 14,  1799,  married  Elizabeth  Bigelow  Morss,  and 
died  March  16,  1872.  (2)  Olivia,  born  November 

3,  1801,  married  Hon.  Henry  Kinsley,  and  died 
October  22,  1850.  (3)  Clarinda,  born  January  7, 

1804,  married  Loring  Andrews,  and  died-  April  9, 
1828.  (4)  Aurelia,  born  May  4,  1806,  married  Hon. 

Albert  Tuttle.  (5)  Minerva,  and  (6)  Maria,  born 
March  7,  1808.  The  former  married  Hon.  Albert 
Tuttle  and  died  June  23,  1833,  and  the  latter  married 
Col.  George  Robertson  and  died  April  17,1877. (7) 
Elvira,  born  February  10,  1810,  married  Dr.  Joseph 
H.  Stedman.  (8)  Daniel  Bissell,  born  July  4,  1812, 
married  Mary  Ann  Peck,  was  colonel  of  the  116th 
N.  Y.  Militia  for  many  years,  and  died  May  22, 
1874.  (9)  Louisa,  born  December  1,  1814.  (10) 

Elisha  Pinneo,  born  August  4,  1818.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  June  6,  1865,  aged  eighty-eight 
years. 

Judge  Strong  was  born  in  Greene  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  at  Durham  Academy.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  entered  the  State  Militia,  becoming  lieuten- 
ant in  the  116th  New  York  Regiment,  commanded 
by  Col.  D.  H.  Snyder,  and  he  was  subsequently  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  major,  remaining  in  service 
until  1840.  Two  years  later,  in  connection  with  his 
eldest  brother,  he  became  interested  in  the  tanning 
business  at  Woodburn,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
that  partnership  continued  until  1851.  In  the  fall 
of  that  year  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
to  represent  Sullivan  county  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  returned  to 
Greene  county,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
until  coming  to  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania. 

In  1852,  in  company  with  Guernsey  Osborn, 
Judge  Strong  purchased  the  Starrucca  Tannery 
property  in  Wayne  county,  and  his  partner  operated 
the  works  until  1862,  when  our  subject  took  control, 
removing  his  family  to  Starrucca.  While  engaged 
in  the  tannery  business  he  was  notified  of  his  nomi- 
nation as  member  of  Congress  from  Greene  and 
Ulster  counties,  N.  Y.  For  many  years  he  did  an 
extensive  business  in  tanning,  and  as  dealer  in 
sole  leather,  his  market  being  in  New  York.  He 
also  conducted  a general  store  in  Starrucca  for  fifteen 
years,  and  was  largely  interested  in  handling  and 
shipping  lumber. 
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On  July  6,  1846,  Judge  Strong  was  married 
to  Miss  Caroline  Peck,  of  YVoodburn,  N.  Y.,  who 
was  born  March  17,  1824,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  two  children : ( 1 ) Henry,  who  married 
Amelia  Dietrich,  of  Dresden,  Germany,  by  whom 
he  has  one  child,  William  Dietrich,  now  a resident  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  is  interested  in  the  New  • 
England  Conservatory  of  Music;  and  (2)  Daniel  B., 
who  was  born  July  23,  1849,  an<^  prepared  for  the 
medical  profession  at  Claverack,  N.  Y.,  and  at  Paris 
and  Marseilles,  France.  He  married  a lady  in 
France,  by  whom  he  has  four  children,  and  they 
make  their  home  in  Marseilles,  where  he  has  at- 
tained a position  of  eminence  in  his  profession. 
Mrs.  Caroline  Strong:  died  in  1863,  and  in  1877  the 
Judge  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Estelle  E.  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Jackson, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1849.  One  daughter 
blessed  this  union,  Louise,  born  May  16,  1879,  who 
is  being  provided  with  an  excellent  literary  and  mu- 
sical education. 

Elisha  and  Maria  Brown  (the  parents  of  Mrs. 
Strong)  had  a family  of  eight  children,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  (1)  Anna  M.  married  A.  M.  Lan- 
caster, of  Jackson,  Penn.,  who  while  serving  as 
sheriff  of  Wayne  county  was  killed  by  a tree  falling 
upon  him  when  passing  through  the  woods.  He  left 
one  daughter,  Evangeline,  who  resided  with  her 
mother  until  the  latter's  death,  January  1,  1898,  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Jackson,  while  with  a sick 
nephew.  (2)  Cynthia  A.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Larra- 
bee,  of  Thompson,  Susquehanna  county,  and  has  one 
son,  Arthur  W.,in  Starrucca ; Frank  B.  died  in  1888. 
(3)  Fletcher  T).,  born  in  Susquehanna  county,  still 
resides  in  Jackson,  that  county.  (4)  Lorenzo  D. 
is  single  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  (5) 
Amanda  F.  is  the  wife  of  Ralph  Howard,  of  Thomp- 
son, Susquehanna  county,  and  has  one  daughter. 
(6)  Harvey  S.  is  married,  and  with  his  family  also 
resides  on  the  old  homestead.  (7)  Arthur  W.  was 
born  and  educated  in  Jackson,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  married  Katie  Shew,  of  that  county,  by  whom 
he  has  four  children : Bernice  M.,  Allen  W.,  Wa- 
nieta  L.  and  Tracy  W.  He  makes  his  home  in 
Starrucca,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business.  Mrs. 
Maria  Brown  died  April  6,  1899,  in  her  eighty- 
sixth  year,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Jackson,  Penn., 
where  she  had  always  resided.  She  was  a woman 
of  exemplary  Christian  character,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  Jackson  M.  E.  Church  for  seventy- 
two  years  prior  to  her  death.  Her  faculties  were 
marvelously  retained  to  the  very  last.  Her  memory 
was  seemingly  as  clear  as  in  her  youth.  Her  last 
words  spoken  to  her  children,  just  a few  hours  be- 
fore she  died,  were  admonishing  them  to  live  good 
Christian  lives.  As  her  spirit  passed  away,  the 
children,  all  of  whom  were  present,  sang  “Jesus 
lover  of  my  soul.” 

Politically  Judge  Strong  was  always  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  took  a very  active  and 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs  and  was  called  upon 
to  serve  in  various  local  offices.  In  June,  1884,  he 


was  appointed  associate  judge  by  Governor  Patti- 
son,  and  in  November  of  the  following  year  was 
elected  to  that  position  for  the  regular  term  of  live 
years.  He  died  in  March,  1895,  leaving  behind 
him  an  honorable  record  well  worthy  of  perpetua- 
tion. He  was  a man  of  the  highest  respectability, 
and  those  who  were  most  intimately  associated  with 
him  speak  in  unqualified  terms  of  his  sterling  in- 
tegrity, his  honor  in  business  and  his  fidelity  to 
all  duties  of  public  and  private  life.  Although  not 
a member  of  any  religious  denomination,  he  gave 
liberally  toward  the  support  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Starrucca,  to  which  his  wife  be- 
longed. He  also  gave  the  land  on  which  the  Catho- 
lic Society  erected  their  Church.  Mrs.  Strong  is 
an  estimable  lady  of  many  sterling  qualities,  and 
has  a large  circle  of  friends  in  the  community. 

JACKSON  LANTZ,  D.  D.  S.  The  family  of 
which  this  well-known  citizen  of  Stroudsburg  is  a 
representative  became  identified  with  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  at  an  early  period,  and  has  spread  from  that 
point  to  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  the 
name  being  spelled  Lance,  Lants,  Lents  and  Lantz, 
the  last  having  the  best  authority. 

The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a definite 
record  was  Jacob  Lantz,  who  was  born  in  about 
1735,  in  Alsace,  now  a province  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  about  1759,  locating  upon  an 
estate  now  known  as  the  Dunn  farm,  situated 
betwen  Newtown  and  Washingtonville,  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.  Later  he  purchased  other  land  in  the 
same  locality,  the  site  of  Washingtonville  having 
been  owned  by  him  at  one  time,  but  the  Dunn  farm 
remained  his  homestead,  his  death  occurring  there 
in  1827.  His  wife,  Mary,  lived  to  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-seven.  This  worthy  couple  had  nine  chil- 
dren who  lived  to  maturity:  George,  our  subject’s 
grandfather ; Peter,  who  settled  in  Bradford  county, 
Penn.,  where  he  died  leaving  two  sons  and  four 
daughters;  Jacob,  Jr.,  who  resided  in  Andover,  N. 
J.,  and  had  five  children — David,  George  N.,  Mary, 
Catherine  and  Eliza ; Margaret,  who  married  Peter 
L.  Struble ; Anna,  wife  of  Peter  Smith ; Mary,  wife 
of  William  Snook ; Sophia,  wife  of  Peter  Hender- 
shot ; Eliza,  who  married  John  Anderson ; and  Bar- 
bara, who  married  Antone  Longcore.  Soon  after 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  Jacob 
Lantz,  Sr.,  enlisted  in  the  patriot  army,  and  later  all 
of  his  three  sons  did  gallant  service  in  the  same 
cause.  I11  the  published  reports  of  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral Stryker  and  the  roster  of  soldiers  from  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  George  and  Peter  Lantz  are  named  as 
privates,  and  in  one  of  Paymaster  Gaston’s  reports 
for  1780  a Sergeant  Lantz  is  mentioned,  the  given 
name  being  omitted. 

George  Lantz,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
married  Catherine  Hand,  and  settled  about  1790  in 
Frankford  township,  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  about 
seven  miles  northeast  of  Newtown,  on  a farm  after- 
ward occupied  by  his  son,  William.  His  death 
occurred  there  August  27,  1847,  i'1  his  eighty-sixth 
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year,  and  his  wife  died  a few  years  previous  in  her 
seventy-third  year.  George  Lantz  was  drafted  dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812,  but  peace  was  declared  before 
lie  was  called  into  active  service.  He  was  a suc- 
cessful man,  financially,  and  through  investing  at  a 
low  price  in  forest  lands  which  he  cleared  and 
brought  under  cultivation  he  became  wealthy,  at  the 
time  of  his  death  owning  five  or  six  good  farms. 
He  had  ten  children:  Maria,  Jacob,  Peter,  George, 
John,  Susan  Ann,  Robert,  William,  Martha,  and 
David  PI.,  all  of  whom  married  and  settled  in  their 
native  county  except  Robert,  who  located  in  Yates 
county,  New  York,  near  Pen  Yan.  Pie  married  a 
Miss  Bailey,  and  reared  a large  family. 

Peter  Lantz,  our  subject’s  father,  was  mar- 
ried in  1829  to  Margaret  Demarest,  and  made  his 
home  on  one  of  his  father’s  farms.  His  wife  died 
at  Lafayette,  N.  J.,  in  1867,  in  her  fifty-eighth  year, 
and  he  survived  her  some  years,  dying  Octo- 
ber 7,  1877,  in  Hightstown,  N.  J.,  at  the  home  of 
his  son,  David,  in  his  seventy-second  year.  He  had 
eight  children:  David  A. ; Jackson, our  subject ; Will- 
iam IP.,  who  died  July  30,  1850,  aged  sixteen;  John 
W.,  who  settled  in  Brooklyn,  Iowa,  but  now  resides 
at  Evergreen,  Santa  Clara  Co.,  Cal. ; Martha  Ann, 
who  died  in  infancy;  George  W.,  who  settled  in 
Waverly,  N.  Y. ; James  W.,  a resident  of  Evergreen, 
Cal. ; and  Peter  W.,  who  died  in  infancy.  John  W. 
and  George  W.  each  served  three  years  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war. 

The  Demarest  family,  of  which  Dr.  Lantz  is  a 
descendant  in  the  maternal  line,  is  of  Huguenot 
extraction,  and  the  name  is  spelled  Demarest, 
Demorest  or  Demerest.  Branches  of  the  family 
settled  in  New  York  and  Canada  at  an  early  day, 
and  although  friendly  relations  were  maintained  and 
visits  often  interchanged,  each  branch  sided  loyally 
with  their  respective  countries  during  the  war  of 
1812.  The  Canadian  branch  furnished  a general 
to  their  army,  while  on  the  American  side  there 
were  several  captains  and  lieutenants  of  the  name. 
David  Demarest,  maternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a thrifty  farmer  residing  in  Frankford 
township,  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  about  six  miles 
northeast  of  Newtown.  At  his  death  in  1825  his 
farm  fell  to  two  of  his  sons,  Cornelius  and  Gilliam, 
but  it  was  afterward  purchased  by  Cornelius,  from 
whom  it  came  at  his  death  to  Joel  C.  Demarest,  his 
only  son,  who  still  owns  the  same. 

Dr.  Lantz  spent  his  early  years  on  his  father’s 
homestead,  his  education  being  begun  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  that  locality.  As  the  course  of 
study  was  too  limited  to  satisfy  his  active  mind  he 
formed  the  habit  of  private  study  through  which 
he  has  gained  a wide  range  of  information  in  his 
later  years.  In  1850,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he 
learned  the  art  of  daguerreotyping,  that  process 
having  been  invented  but  a short  time  previously, 
and  he  began  his  business  career  by  the  purchase  of 
a complete  outfit  for  portrait  making.  This  busi- 
ness he  continued  for  more  than  two  years, 
through  the  northern  part  of  New  Jersey  and  the 


adjacent  portions  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  during  this  period  he  engaged  in  the  study  of 
dentistry  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  John  J.  Case, 
of  Hamburg,  N.  J.,  later  of  Newtown,  N.  J.  He 
completed  his  course  in  plate  work  with  Drs.  Wil- 
cox & Sproull,  of  New  York  City, > and  in  September, 
1852,  after  a thorough  practical  training,  he  opened 
an  office  in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  speedily  built  up 
a large  and  lucrative-  practice.  He  possesses  the  true 
scientific  spirit,  keeping  well  abreast  of  the  advance- 
ments in  all  branches  of  dental  science.  Since  locat- 
ing at  Stroudsburg  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
business  life,  and  in  1868,  in  connection  with  Col. 
Burnett  and  Thomas  A.  Bell,  he  organized  the  Mon- 
roe Banking  Co.,  which  was  merged  subsequently 
into  the  Monroe  County  Banking  and  Savings  Co., 
and  finally  was  reorganized  as  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Stroudsburg.  He  is  the  largest  stock- 
holder in  the  Stroudsburg  Street  Railway  Co.,  and 
also  owns  a half-interest  in  the  patent  under  which 
the  Van  Fleet  Fruit  Jar  Co.  carries  on  its  operations. 
He  owns  two  quarries  at  Henryville,  and  in  this 
connection  does  an  extensive  business  in  blue-stone 
flagging.  Politically  the  Doctor  was  born  and  bred 
a Democrat,  but  his  strong  anti-slavery  sympathies 
led  him  to  join  the  Republican  party  on  its  organi- 
zation in  1856.  In  1872  the  nomination  of  Horace 
Greeley,  whose  writings  in  the  New  York  Tribune 
had  been  read  by  the  Doctor  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  led  to  his  voting  for  that  honored  leader, 
but  at  the  close  of  that  unfortunate  campaign  he 
returned  to  the  Republican  fold.  At  times  he  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  County  Republican  Com- 
mittee, and  as  a member  of  the  State 'Central  Com- 
mittee. On  several  occasions  he  was  sent  as  a dele- 
gate to  State  Conventions,  and  in  1878  he  was  an 
alternate  delegate  in  the  National  Convention.  His 
interest  in  educational  affairs  is  shown  by  seven 
years  of  effective  work  on  the  Stroudsburg  school 
board,  and  he  has  also  served  as  borough  auditor, 
chief  burgess,  notary  public  (six  years),  while  for 
eleven  consecutive  years  he  was  secretary  of  the 
town  council.  In  1869,  during  his  term  as  chief 
burgess,  .the  lower  part  of  the  town,  including  a 
portion  of  Main  street,  was  carried  away  by  a fresh- 
et, and  to  meet  the  emergency  the  members  of  the 
town  council  became  personally  responsible  for  the 
payment  of  part  of  a voluntary  levy  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  necessary  repairs,  which  were 
thus  pushed  through  without  delay.  This  action 
was  afterward  legalized  by  the  Legislature,  and  the 
indebtedness  assumed  by  the  town  authorities.  In 
this  and  other  matters,  such  as  securing-  flagging  for 
the  street  crossings.  Dr.  Lantz  exerted  strong  influ- 
ence and  executive  skill.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Methodist,  and  he  has  held  various  offices  in  the 
Stroudsburg  Church,  having  been  a successful  Sun- 
day-school teacher  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury, and  president  of  the  Missionary  Society  for 
some  years. 

On  May  18,  1882,  the  Doctor  married  Miss 
Susan  E.  Angle,  daughter  of  the  late  William  Angle 
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(formerly  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  later  of 
Smithfield,  Penn.),  and  step-daughter  of  Nicholas 
Ruster,  of  Stroudsburg.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife 
are  prominent  in  social  life,  and  both  are  interested 
in  the  literature,  art  and  general  science  of  the  day. 
Both  have  taken  the  four-years’  course  of  study  in 
the  Chautauqua  Literary  and  Scientific  Circle,  and 
after  passing  the  prescribed  examination,  they  grad- 
uated in  August,  1885,  being  the  first  in  Monroe 
county  to  wear  that  honor. 

IRA  B.  STONE,  a representative  farmer  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Clinton  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  May  19,  1812,  in  Abington,  Penn. 
His  grandfather,  William  Stone,  was  a native  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  married  a Miss  Scott,  sister  of  Gen. 
Winfield  Scott,  of  Mexican  war  fame.  Their  son, 
Welcome  Stone  (father  of  our  subject),  was  born  at 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  in  1783,  and  on  February  19,  1807, 
was  married  to  Miss  Susan  Hudson.  “The  year  pre- 
vious he  had  located  in  Abington,  Penn.,  where  he 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  called  from 
this  life,  in  February,  1816.  In  his  family  were  four 
children,  namely : Nancy  Waterman,  born  January 

9,  1808,  is  now  the  widow  of  Charles  S.  Bailey,  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lackawanna  county, 
Penn. ; Eliza,  born  in  March,  1810,  is  the  widow  of 
Tames  Williams,  and  lives  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.;  Ira 
B.  is  next -in  order  of  birth;  and  Ethan  A.,  born  in 
September,  1814,  was  engaged  in  the  dairy  busi- 
ness in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  he  died  April  10, 
1886. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years  Ira  B.  Stone  was  bound 
out  to  a farmer,  who  treated  him  cruelly  during  the 
four  vears  he  remained  with  him.  In  October, 
1827,  he  began  learning  the  tailor’s  trade,  and  dur- 
ing the  six  and  a half  years  of  his  apprenticeship  he 
received  only  his  board  and  clothes.  When  liis  term 
had  expired  he  opened  a shop  in  Wilkes  Barre,  but 
owing  to  ill  health  he  sold  out  and  went  on  the  road 
as  a collector.  Being  much  improved  in  health  at 
the  end  of  two  years,  he  located  at  Salem  Corners, 
and  again  opened  a tailoring  establishment,  which 
he  successfullv  conducted  for  fifteen  years.  During 
that  time  he  spent  three  and  a half  years  in  the  com- 
missioners’ office  at  Honesdale,  and  was  later  in  the 
employ  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
railroad  for  two  years.  He  then  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county,  and 
has  devoted  his  energies  with  good  success  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

On  March  11,  1835,  Mr.  Stone  married  Miss 
Content  Ryon,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children : Susan  Angeline,  born  in  Wayne  county, 

June  10,  1836,  is  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Marcy,  of 
Wilkes  Barre : Mary  Halina,  born  September  8, 
1839,  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  R.  Angle,  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Laura  Emeline,  born  July  1,  1841,  died 
August  10.  1868;  and  Frances  Adelia,  born  October 
2,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  George  McMinn,  of  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn.  Mr.  Stone  was  again  married,  March 
13,  1852,  his  second  union  being  with  Olive  Norton, 


who  died  July  12,  1859,  leaving  one  child,  Charles 
F.,  born  August  2,  1856,  and  now  an  engineer  on  the 
Erie  railroad,  living  at  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.  In  1890 
Mr.  Stone  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Lydia 
Mathews,  widow  of  Thomas  Mathews,  by  whom 
she  had  one  son,  William,  who  is  now  married  and 
lives  in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county.  The  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Stone,  John  and  Mary  (Martin)  Pasco, 
were  natives  of  Cornwall,  England,  and  came  to 
America  when  their  daughter  was  fourteen  years  of 
age.  Their  son,  Alfred  Pasco,  is  now  president  of 
the  Miners  & Mechanics  Bank  at  Carbondale,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Stone  is  Independ- 
ent, but  usually  gives  his  support  to  the  Democratic 
party.  He  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  over- 
seer of  the  poor,  supervisor,  justice  of  the  peace, 
school  director  and  auditor,  and  has  discharged  the 
duties  of  these  various  positions  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  community. 
Religiously  he  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  his  life  has  ever  been  in 
harmony  with  its  teachings. 

RUDOLPH  SHIFFER  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  a leading  citizen  of  Stroud  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  in  addition  to  liis  large  agri- 
cultural interests  he  was  successfully  engaged  as 
a contractor  and  builder.  Many  evidences  of  his 
skillful  workmanship  are  to  be  found  in  this  sec- 
tion, one  of  the  most  notable  being  the  court  house 
in  Stroudsburg,  upon  which  he  was  engaged  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  partnership  with  his  sons  John 
and  Joseph  Shifter,  who  succeeded  him,  and  are 
now  in  the  front  rank  in  the  building  trade  in 
Stroudsburg.  As  a citizen  Mr.  Shifter  was  held  in 
the  highest  esteem,  his  honesty  and  uprightness 
being  equal  to  every  test,  and  his  death  in  1890 
caused  sincere  grief  among  a large  circle  of  friends. 

Mr.  Shifter  was  born  June  14,  1820,  in  Plain- 
field,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  John  and 
Betsey  Shifter,  both  natives  of  that  locality.  Later 
his  parents  removed  to  Monroe  county,  and  their 
last  days  were  spent  near  Bartonsville.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  eldest  in  a large  family  of  children. 
(2)  Katie  married  James  Stockhouse,  of  Plain- 
field,  Northampton  county.  (3)  Jeremiah  married 
Anna  Maria  Shafer,  and  died  at  Scranton,  Penn. 

(4)  Aaron  (deceased)  married  Mary  Ann  Drake, 
and  settled  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county. 

(5)  Sophia  married  George  Heffron,  of  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.  (6)  Margaret  married  Reuben  Thom- 
as, of  Stroudsburg.  (7)  Alfred  married  Eliza  Ann 
Narman,  and  settled  in  Scranton,  where  he  and  his 
wife  died  some  time  ago  leaving  a family  of  chil- 
dren. (8)  Joseph,  a resident  of  Stroudsburg,  mar- 
ried Miss  Sallie  Kennery,  and  has  one  son,  Harry. 
(g)  Ella  married  John  Stockhouse,  of  Hamilton 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  has  two  children, 
Jacob,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  the  same  town- 
ship, and  Lizzie. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  in  Northampton 
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county,  Penn.,  and  in  1838  came  to  Monroe  coun- 
ty to  make  his  home.  In  December,  1839,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Strunk,  of  Smithfield  township, 
and  soon  afterward  he  learned  the  mason’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  many  years.  In  1843  he 
bought  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Stroud  township, 
one  mile  west  of  Stroudsburg,  which  he  cleared  and 
improved  for  a homestead.  Later  he  purchased 
adjoining  tracts,  making  a fine  farm,  and  as  time 
passed  built  a house  and  other  buildings  of  mod- 
ern type.  His  business  as  a contractor  and  build- 
er gradually  increased  as  the  locality  became  more 
thickly  settled,  and  he  took  his  two  sons,  John  and 
Joseph,  into  partnership  with  him  in  his  later  years. 
In  1889  they  began  work  on  the  Stroudsburg  court 
house,  which  was  faithfully  completed  by  the  two 
sons  according  to  the  contract.  Mr.  Shifter  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
was  always  in  sympathy  with  movements  which 
tended  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  public.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  his  sons 
are  all  supporters  of  the  same  doctrines.  His  widow 
died  January  9,  1899,  and  of  their  large  family, 
seven  children  are  living:  Mary  Ann,  born  March 
4,  1841,  died  May  13,  1887;  she  became  the  second 
wife  of  Enoch  Yeagler,  of  Stroud  township,  and 
left  two  sons,  James  (a  druggist  in  Stroudsburg), 
and  Howard.  (2)  Catherine,  born  October  5, 
1843,  died  March  27,  1862 ; she  became  the  first 
wife  of  Enoch  Yeagler,  and  left  two  sons,  Stew- 
ard (a  druggist)  and  John.  (3)  Hiram,  born  April 
9,  1845,  is  a mason  in  Stroudsburg.  He  married 
Miss  Martha  Shively,  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  has  had  seven  children,  Thomas,  John, 
George,  Laura,  Annie,  Sarah  (who  died  in  child- 
hood), and  Burton  (who  died  in  early  manhood). 
(4)  Daniel,  born  December  3,  1848,  died  July  11, 
1852.  (5)  John,  born  September  7,  1851,  was  a 

partner  in  his  father’s  business,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  Stroudsburg,  where  he 
owns  an  elegant  residence  (the  Shiffer  block  in 
Stroudsburg  was  built  by  the  Shiffer  Bros.).  He 
married  Miss  Emma  Dennis,  of  Cherry  Valley, 
a lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  three  sons 
brighten  their  home,  Oscar,  born  September  19, 
1875,  is  a promising  young  man,  and  is  employed 
as  a clerk  in  Stroudsburg;  Stewart,  born  February 
3,  1879,  is  a student  in  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle, 
Penn.,  and  takes  high  rank  in  his  classes;  and  Ru- 
dolph, born  February  15,  1890,  is  still  with  his  par- 
ents. (6)  Etty  Jones,  born  April  8,  1853,  married 
Thomas  Metzgar,  of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  has  one  son,  Theodore.  (7)  Joseph,  born 
November  12,  1856,  mentioned  above,  is  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  John,  and  resides  in 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  owns  a beautiful  home.  He 
married  Miss  Ellen  Drake,  of  Cherry  Valley,  and 
has  three  children,  Jennie,  Mary  and  Russell,  all  of 
whom  are  attending  the  Stroudsburg  schools  and 
are  advanced  in  their  studies.  (8)  Jacob  Wesley, 
born  May  17,  1859,  resides  in  Stroud  township,  and 
follows  the  mason’s  trade  in  connection  with  his 


brothers,  John  and  Joseph.  He  married  Miss  Laura 
Edinger,  of  Hamilton  township,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Florence,  who  has  marked  ability  as  a musician, 
and  is  now  a successful  teacher  of  music.  (9) 
James  Erven,  born  May  28,  1863,  died  August  16, 
1863.  (10)  Lewis,  born  May  2,  1867,  learned  the 

mason’s  trade  in  his  youth,  and  still  follows  it  in  the 
summer  season.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he 
purchased  the  old  homestead  and  later  he  bought  a 
part  of  the  James  Hunt  farm  adjoining,  which  he 
cultivates  in  addition  to  the  homestead.  In  1888 
he  married  Miss  Mary  Edinger,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Amanda  Edinger,  prominent  residents  of  Ham- 
ilton township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  have  three 
daughters,  Bessie,  born  in  1891  ; Ruth,  in  1894,  and 
Sarah,  in  1897. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Strunk)  Shiffer  is  a veritable 
“Mother  in  Israel,”  and  her  Christian  character  wins 
the  affection  of  all  who  come  within  her  range  of 
influence.  Although  she  is  a devout  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  majority  of  her  children 
have  entered  the  Methodist  fold.  She  was  born  in 
July,  1823,  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  still  resides  at  the  old  homestead  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-five  years.  Her  parents, 
Jacob  and  Katie  Strunk,  were  natives  of  Smithfield 
township,  but  their  last  days  were  spent  in  North- 
ampton county,  Penn.  They  had  ten  children : Liz- 
zie, Hannah,  Sarah,  Benjamin,  David,  Jeremiah, 
Ellen,  Charles,  Annie  and  Catherine.  Besides  her- 
self, none  are  now  living  except  Annie,  wife  of  Fred- 
erick Smith,  of  Northampton  county. 

HON.  GILES  GREENE  (deceased).  If  the 
length  of  personal  and  ancestral  residence  upon  the 
soil  of  Wayne  county  did  not  entitle  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  to  a foremost  place  in  the  annals  of  this 
county,  that  lack  of  local  settings  found  more  than 
ample  compensation  in  the  devotion  of  a lifetime  to 
the  creation  and  development  of  the  important  ma- 
terial resources  of  the  county ; in  the  abundant  and 
valued  services  which  he  contributed  to  the  public 
good  ; in  the  matrimonial  alliance  with  one  of  the  old 
and  honored  families  in  the  neighborhood,  in  the 
many  ways  in  which  a blessed  character  counts  for 
the  cause  of  progress  and  righteousness. 

In  a sense,  and  a direct  and  potent  sense  it 
was,  Mr.  Greene  was  a pioneer.  In  the  dawn  of  the 
modern  era  of  transportation,  when  the  first  low 
rumblings  of  the  coming  car  of  commerce,  so  fateful 
for  the  future  of  the  country,  were  heard  in  the  land 
Mr.  Greene  was  instrumental  in  making  history  for 
Wayne  county.  He  came  to  the  county  with  the 
courag'e,  energy,  and  confidence  of  a young  man, 
destined  to  win  in  life’s  struggle,  and  his  first  op- 
portunity followed  quickly  in  the  construction  of  tbe 
Gravity  road  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  Mr. 
Greene  was  soon  a factor  in  that  undertaking,  not 
by  the  influence  of  inherited  capital,  not  by  the 
“open  sesame”  of  friends  who  were  high  in  council, 
but  by  tbe  humble  means  which  his  own  hard  labor 
and  economy  had  provided.  The  story  of  his  life. 
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like  that  of  most  men  and  women  who  have  become 
notable,  is  full  of  meaning.  Effects  must  have 
adequate  causes.  A career  which  teems  with  gen- 
uine success  and  brightness  reveals  clearly  the  rul- 
ing mainspring  of  action. 

The  ancestry  of  Mr.  Greene  was  American 
back  to  the  ninth  generation,  and  includes  names 
famous  in  American  history.  About  the  middle  of 
the  seventeenth  century  there  were  contemporaneous 
in  Rhode  Island  three  John  Greenes,  who  were  dis- 
tinguished by  genealogists  as  John  of  Kingston, 
John  of  Newport,  and  John  of  Warwick.  The  last 
named  was  the  progenitor  of  our  subject.  John 
Greene  of  Warwick  was  a surgeon.  He  was  born 
at  Salisbury  February  9,  1596-97,  the  fourth  son  of 
Richard  Greene,  who  was  the  son  of  Robert  Greene. 
John  Greene  of  Warwick  married  Joanna  Tattersall 
at  Salisbury,  November  4,  1619,  and  came  to  Massa- 
chusetts in  1635,  and  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1638. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  purchasers  of  Warwick, 
R.  I.,  from  the  Indians  in  1642.  He  was  married 
three  times,  and  at  his  death  in  1658  left  six  children, 
all  by  his  first  wife,  Joanna,  who  died  at  Conanicut, 
R.  I.,  in  1643.  (2)  Capt.  John  Greene,  the  eldest 

son  of  Joanna  and  John  Greene,  was  baptized  at 
Salisbury,  England,  August  15,  1620,  and  came  to 
America  with  his  father  in  1635.  He  married  Ann 
Almy,  a daughter  of  William  Almy,  of  Portsmouth. 
She  was  born  in  1627,  and  died  at  Warwick,  May 
6,  1709.  Capt.  John  Greene  was  deputy  governor 
of  Rhode  Island.  He  had  eleven  children,  and  died 
. November  27,  1708.  His  brother  James,  the  fourth 
child  of  John  of  Warwick,  was  the  great-grand- 
father of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Greene  of  Revolutionary 
fame.  (3)  Capt.  Peter  Greene,  the  fourth  child 
of  Ann  and  John  Greene,  was  born  at  Warwick, 
February  4 (or  8),  1654-55.  He  married,  in  1680, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Sarah  (Smith) 
Arnold,  born  November  2,  1659,  and  died  June  5, 
1728.  Capt.  Peter  Greene  had  seven  children,  and 
died  August  12,  1723.  (4)  William  Greene, fifth  child 
of  Capt.  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Greene,  was  born  at 
Warwick.  July  29,  1690.  He  was  married  in  War- 
wick February  14,  1712,  to  Sarah  Medbury,  born 
April  27,  1689,  and  died  April  6,  1763.  He  had 
eight  children.  William  Greene  died  March  17, 
1766.  (5)  James  Greene,  oldest  son  of  William 

and  Sarah  Greene,  was  born  in  Warwick,  September 
8,  1713,  and  was  married  June  15,  1738,  to  Desire, 
daughter  of  Giles  Slocum.  She  was  born  January 
14,  1720,  and  died  November  22,  1794.  James 
Greene  was  part  owner  and  manager  of  one  of  the 
first  cotton  mills  of  Rhode  Island.  He  died  May 
30.  1792.  Of  his  nine  children,  Mary  K.,  the  second 
child,  was  the  mother  of  Senator  Henry  B.  Anthony, 
of  Rhode  Island.  (6)  Giles  Greene,  son  of  James 
and  Desire  Greene,  was  born  at  Centerville,  town 
of  Warwick,  March  25,  1745.  He  married,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1764,  a cousin  Phoebe,  daughter  of  John 
Rhodes,  Jr.,  whose  wife  was  a daughter  of  (4)  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  (Medbury)  Greene.  John  Rhodes, 
Jr.,  was  a son  of  Major  John  Rhodes,  whose  wife, 


Catherine,  was  a daughter  of  Charles  Holden,  who 
was  a son  of  Randall  Holden,  the  emigrant.  Ran- 
dall Holden  married  Catherine  Greene,  daughter  of 

(2)  Capt.  John  and  Ann  (Almy)  Greene.  Major 
John  Rhodes  was  a son  of  John  Rhodes,  who  was 
a son  of  Zacharia  Rhodes,  the  emigrant,  whose  wife 
was  a granddaughter  of  Roger  Williams.  Giles 
Greene  died  about  1765,  leaving  one  son,  Giles. 
His  widow  Phoebe  was  married  March  2,  1767,  to 
Nathaniel  Chapman.  (7)  Giles  Greene,  son  of 
Giles  and  Phoebe  Greene,  was  born  in  1765,  and  was 
married  in  Warwick  January  6,  1784,  to  Rhoda, 
daughter  of  William  Arnold,  Jr.  They  had  three 
sons,  James,  Rhodes  and  Giles  Slocum,  and  four 
daughters,  Phoebe,  Susan,  Elizabeth  and  Nancy. 

James  Greene  (8),  eldest  child  of  Giles  and 
Rhoda  Greene,  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  He 
was  born  at  Warwick,  R.  I.,  May  5,  1785.  He  was 
married  in  Coventry,  R.  I.,  July  7,  1808,  to  Lydia, 
daughter  of  Pardon  Abbott.  She  died  leaving  no 
children,  and  on  April  20,  1814,  James  Greene,  for 
his  second  wife,  married  Susan  Westgate,  who  be- 
longed to  a Coventry  family  of  Quakers.  He  was  the 
first  of  the  immediate  line  of  Greenes  for  eight  gen- 
erations to  migrate  from  his  native  State.  In  iSiyhe 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  settled  upon  a 
farm.  He  was  an  industrious  and  conscientious 
farmer,  but  his  acres  were  not  many,  and  his  fam- 
ily was  large.  The  richest  heritage  they  received 
was  patient  teaching  and  the  example  of  right  living. 
He  died  at  Clifford,  Susquehanna  county,  July  1, 
1857;  his  wife  survived  him  until  1874.  James  and 
Susan  Greene  had  twelve  children  as  follows : ( 1 ) 
Lydia,  who  married  Stephen  Clark,  and  had  three 
children,  Byron,  Frances,  and  Eliza;  (2)  Susan, 
who  married  Daniel  Dayton,  and  died  without  issue  ; 

(3)  James,  who  married  Alma  Carpenter,  and  had 
one  child,  Lydia;  (4)  Rhoda,  who  died  unmarried; 
(5)  Rirodes,  who  married  Eunice  Reynolds,  and 
had  six  children;  (6)  Giles,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
(7)  Alexander,  who  married  Mary  Jordan,  and 
they  had  four  children.  (8)  Arnold,  who  mar- 
ried Lydia  Tinkham,  and  had  six  children, 
Dora,  Lester,  'William,  Nettie,  Frederick,  and 
Ella;  (9)  Priscilla,  who  married  Benjamin  Ayles- 
worth,  and  had  seven  children,  Jedediah,  Mar- 
ian, Lucina,  James,  Stephen,  Fannie,  and  Will- 
iam,' (10)  Charles,  who  died  unmarried;  (11)  Syl- 
linda,  who  married  William  Aylesworth,  and  has 
two  children,  Byron  and  Albert;  (12)  Stephen,  who 
married  Helen  Swartz,  and  has  one  child,  Eva. 

Giles,  the  sixth  child  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  at  Clifford,  November  9,  1823. 
His  youth  was  spent  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and  his 
educational  advantages  were  few.  He  thoroughly 
learned  the  lesson  of  industry,  for  as  a boy  nine  or 
ten  months  each  year  were  spent  in  manual  toil. 
Two  or  three  winter  months  each  winter  were  de- 
voted to  the  district  schools, where  only  the  rudiments 
of  an  education  were  taught,  and  as  the  boy  grew 
older  and  his  services  became  more  valuable  even 
the  two  or  three  months  schooling  were  withdrawn.. 
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For  the  times  it  must  be  regarded  as  an  instance 
of  parental  generosity,  that  when  Giles  attained  the 
age  of  twenty  his  father  gave  him  a suit  of  clothes 
and  released  him  from  further  service.  Realizing 
the  need  of  a better  educational  equipment,  the 
young  man  attended  school  at  the  academy  at  Dun- 
daff,  near  Clifford,  the  following  winter,  but  with 
the  advent  of  spring  he  grappled  actively  with  the 
problem  of  working  his  own  way.  Going  to  Car- 
bondale,  he  found  employment  as  a teamster  on  the 
railroad  then  under  construction  by  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson  Canal  Co.  He  remained  uninter- 
rupted at  this  work  several  years,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  had  saved  enough  from  his  earnings 
to  purchase  a full  teaming  outfit,  including  a span 
of  fine  horses. 

About  this  time  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co., 
'then  known  as  the  Washington  Coal  Co.,  was  con- 
structing its  Gravity  road,  from  Pittston  to  Hawley. 
The  industrious  young  teamster  with  his  splendid 
outfit  had  no  difficulty  in  securing  steady  employ- 
ment in  the  great  work  of  construction,  and  in 
drawing  supplies  and  machinery  from  Honesdale 
to  the  various  stations  along  the  line.  His  energy 
and  ability  were  recognized,  and  when  the  road  was 
completed.  John  B.  Smith,  the  efficient  general  man- 
ager, placed  Mr.  Greene  in  charge  of  the  stationary 
engine  at  the  incline  plane  of  the  station,  known 
simply  as  “No.  19,”  with  supervision  also  of  the 
company’s  traffic  and  other  interests  at  that  point. 
Giles  Greene  thus  became  the  pioneer  of  the  nucleus 
of  a settlement.  For  years  it  remained  “No.  19,” 
then  took  the  postoffice  name  of  Ariel,  and  for  many 
miles  around  became  known  as  Jones’  Lake  or  Ariel 
Lake,  a beautiful  sheet  of  water,  upon  the  northern 
shores  of  which  clusters  the  pretty  little  village,  win- 
ning fame  and  popularity  as  a summer  resort. 

It  was  soon  after  he  settled  in  the  wild  but 
promising  region  that  Giles  Greene  realized  one  of 
the  happy  dreams  of  his  life.  There  was  a wed- 
ding and  the  founding  of  a home  in  the  picturesque 
region,  a home  that  was  rich  in  its  stores  of  happi- 
ness, and  whence  emanated  many  of  those  impulses 
which  crowned  with  laurel  of  worth  and  success 
the  life  of  our  subject.  While  teaming  at  Hones- 
dale, he  had  at  the  farm  house  of  J.  P.  Darling,  of 
Cherry  Ridge,  where  he  then  boarded,  met  Harriet 
L.,  one  of  the  handsome  daughters  of  Col.  Jacob 
Schenck.  Their  acquaintance  ripened  into  mutual 
esteem  and  affection,  and  in  February,  1850,  Giles 
was  called  upon  to  act  as  best  man  at  the  wedding 
of  Isaac  R.  Schenck  and  Rebecca  Bonear,  while  Har- 
riet was  bridesmaid  to  the  bride,  her  future  sister- 
in-law.  On  Saturday,  September  21,  of  the  same 
year,  Giles  and  Harriet  appeared  at  another  wedding 
ceremony,  but  this  time  as  the  chief  contracting  par- 
ties. They  were  married  at  the  residence  of  the  par- 
ents of  the  bride  by  the  Rev.  Darwin  Chichester,  a 
Presbyterian  minister. 

The  ancestry  of  the  bride  has  been  no  less  con- 
spicuous in  American  history  than  that  of  the  young 
teamster  to  whom  she  now  united  for  life.  Mrs. 


Greene  was  born  in  Cherry  Ridge,  January  14,  1827, 
daughter  of  Col.  Jacob  and  Sarah  Davis  Schenck. 
Col  Schenck  was  the  only  son  of  Gen.  John  H. 
Schenck,  one  of  the  six  children  of  Henry 
Schenck,  who  emigrated  from  Holland  to  America 
in  1720.  Henry  was  a son  of  Johann  I.  Schenck, 
who  lived  and  died  in  Holland.  No  more  patriotic 
nor  devoted  American  could  be  found  during  the 
Revolutionary  struggle  than  Gen.  John  H.  Schenck. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  placed  in  the  hands 
of  Gen.  George  Washington,  as  a Revolutionary 
fund  his  entire  fortune  of  $12,000  or  $15,000,  re- 
ceived by  inheritance,  and  then  enlisted  in  the  cause 
as  a private  soldier.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  had 
risen  to  the  rank  of  major-general.  In  1796  he  mi- 
grated from  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  the  ancestral  home  of 
his  family,  to  a tract  of  land  in  Cherry  Ridge  town- 
ship, W ayne  county.  Lie  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety 
one  years,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  Canaan, 
Wayne  county,  March  5,  1845.  Gertrude,  a sister 
of  Gen.  John  H.  Schenck,  was  the  wife  of  Gen. 
Frederick  Frelinghuysen,  whose  second  son,  Theo- 
dore, attained  distinction  as  a lawyer,  as  Chancellor 
of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  and  as  nominee  for 
Vice-President  with  Henry  Clay  as  President  on 
the  Whig  ticket  of  1844.  Col.  Jacob  Schenck,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Greene,  was  born  February  22,  1784, 
and  was  twelve  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
father  to  Cherry  Ridge  township.  Here  he  was 
married  to  Sarah  Davis,  who  was  born  January  20, 
1791,  and  who  when  nine  years  of  age  had  come  to 
the  county  with  her  parents  from  New  Jersey.  Col. 
Jacob  Schenck  engaged  successfully  through  life 
in  farming  and  sawmilling.  In  politics  he  was  an 
earnest  Whig.  He  filled  various  positions  of  honor 
and  trust,  and  for  many  years  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  died  April  26,  1846,  his  wife  on 
January  8,  1856,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  in- 
terred at  Cherry  Ridge ; both  had  held  membership 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Honesdale,  and  wen 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  Knew  them.  Their  chil 
dren  were  as  follows:  Phoebe,  born  May  25,  1810, 
died  December  20,  1830;  John  J.,  born  September 
15,  1811,  wedded  Mary  Hoel,  and  died  December  1. 
1877;  Gertrude,  born  September  6,  1813,  died  in 
1836;  Magdaline,  born  September  26,  1815,  died  in 
1833  ; Apollos  D.,  born  January  3,  1818,  married 
Mary  Mayhon,  and  died  December  30,  1892;  Henry 
V.,  born  January  26,  1820,  married  (first)  Jane 
Taylor,  and  (second)  Laura  Smith  (he  died  in 
January,  1894)  ; Caleb  D.,  born  April  12,  1821,  mar- 
ried Calista  Bellnap,  and  died  in  1896;  Isaac  R., 
born  September  6,  1823,  married  Rebecca  Bonear, 
and  died  January  28,  1888;  Adna,  born  April  25, 
1825,  died  in  infancy;  Harriet  L.  is  the  next  of  the 
family,  and  the  only  one  now  living  ; and  Sarah  C., 
born  November  10,  1831,  married  Perry  A.  Brown, 
and  died  in  November,  1895. 

About  two  months  after  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Schenck,  on  November  18,1850,  Giles  Greene  escort- 
ed hei*to  the  only  frame  dwelling  house  in  the  clear- 
ing at  “No.  19,”  and  here  they  began  housekeeping. 
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The  scene  was  wild  and  rough.  The  thick  forest 
growth  hid  even  from  their  view  the  sparkling 
waters  of  the  lake.  The  dismal  hooting  of  the  owl 
and  the  barking  of  the  fox  were  heard  at  night,  and 
once  a noble  buck  stood  at  the  edge  of  the  forest 
and  inspected  this  human  habitation,  and  then  dis- 
appeared into  the  primeval  wilderness.  Bears 
prowled  about,  but  the  shriek  of  the  locomotive  was 
heard,  and  gradually  brought  civilization  in  its  wake. 
Nothing  daunted  by  the  surrounding  wilderness, 
the  young  couple  thus  began  their  married  life. 
Giles  Greene  held  steadfastly  to  his  work.  The 
shadows  of  the  primitive  wilderness  faded  away. 
The  village  grew.  The  duties  and  position  of  Mr. 
Greene  rose  steadily.  In  the  fall  of  1864  the  Penn- 
sylvania Coal  Co.,  in  recognition  of  his  faithful 
'service  and  ability,  appointed  him  general  lumber 
"agent,  and  in  that  capacity  he  had  charge  of  the  pur- 
chase, manufacture  and  shipment  of  the  immense 
quantities  of  lumber  used  by  the  company  in  the 
building  of  its  coal  breakers  and  the  opening  of  i 
mines  during  the  era  of  prosperity  that  succa^e 


the  war.  He  held  the  position  until  the  falHM^§7gpr 
'In  1870  he  purchased  800  acres  of  M$Wy 

•'well  timbered,  and  including  the  Le%V  rrd_sXwmill 
property  near  No.  17,  and  for  many  years  engaged 
actively  in  lumbering.  During  that  period  his  mill 
was  twice  destroyed  by  fire  and  twice  rebuilt. 

For  many  years  he  served  as  school  director 
in  Salem  township,  and  for  ten  years  was  justice  of 
the  peace.  In  political  faith  he  was  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  became  one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party. 
He  for  many  years  represented  his  county  in  the  State 
conventions.  In  1876  he  was  elected  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket  to  the  office  of  associate  judge  at 
the  time  the  county  was  usually  Democratic  by  from 
five  hundred  to  seven  hundred  majority,  and  his  elec- 
don  attested  in  a measure  his  popularity.  He  served 
'bn  the  Bench  during  the  celebrated  anti-court  house 
■struggle,  but  throughout  that  bitter  and  exciting- 
contest  he  acted  with  judgment  and  firmness,  and 
he  retired  from  judicial  life  with  the  esteem  and 
good  will  of  all. 

During  the  stirring  years  of  the  Civil  war,  he 
was  one  of  the  leaders  in  devising  means  for  the 
comfort  and  aid  of  the  soldiers  of  Wayne  county. 

In  1861  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Ariel  by 
President  Lincoln.  By  reason  of  this  appointment 
he  was  exempted  from  the  operations  of  the  draft ; 
but  in  the  trying  times  of  1863  he  measured  for  him- 
self his  duty,  and  at  the  expense  of  $1,000  of  his 
hard-earned  savings  he  procured  and  sent  to  the 
front  a substitute.  His  political  convictions  were 
strong,  and  in  the  ominous  years  preceding  the  war 
he  was  largely  instrumental  in  organizing  the  Re- 
publican party  in  Wayne  county,  and  in  voicing  its 
principles. 

In  the  later  years  of  his  life,  the  labor,  fore- 
sight, and  economy  of  Judge  Greene  brought  him 
a handsome  competence.  He  was  a recognized  and 
leading  force  in  the  community,  and  his  kindly  man- 
ner, pure  living,  charitable  conduct  and  Christian 


example  won  for  him  the  permanent  affection  and 
esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  friends.  His  success 
in  life,  however,  was  largely  due  to  the  intelligent 
counsel,  warm  sympathy,  and  generous  assistance 
of  his  devoted  wife,  a woman  of  unusual  strength  of 
character,  poetic  temperament  and  intellectual  attain- 
ments, yet  content  to  shine  only  in  the  household 
and  family.  To  Judge  Greene  and  his  wife  came 
two  children  : Susan  S.,  born  November  6,  1851,  now 
the  wife  of  John  W.  Sandercock,  a merchant  at 
Ariel ; and  Homer,  born  January  10,  1853,  an  author, 
poet,  lawyer  and  prominent  citizen  of  Honesdale. 
The  latter  years  of  the  life  of  Judge  Greene  were 
passed  in  peaceful  retirement  amidst  the  scenes  of 
his  early  struggles  and  successes.  He  died  August 
14,  1892,  at  his  home  in  Lake  Ariel,  and  there  his 
widow  still  resides. 

YjGFNDLAY  BUSH  has  been  an  active  citizen 
utV^thev^illage  of  Shawnee,  in  the  township  of  Smith- 
Wfigld> Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  all  his  life,  having  been 
:Mrn  there  September  18,  1818,  and  he  has  carried 
on  the  undertaking  business  for  half  a century. 

George  Bush,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  came  from  Bucks  county  to 
Monroe  county  when  a young  man,  and  here  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Van  Campen,  a native  of  New  Jer- 
sey. The  Depews  and  Van  Campens  bought  the 
first  lands  in  this  section  from  the  Indians,  and  Mr. 
Bush,  marrying  into  the  Van  Campen  family,  set- 
tled in  Smithfield  township,  on  part  of  their  pur- 
chase at  a time  when  the  aborigines  were  still  nu- 
merous along  this  part  of  the  Delaware.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  he  was  also  engaged  in  the 
work  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  all  pioneers,  the  task  of 
clearing  away  the  forest  and  reducing  the  land  to 
arable  condition.  He  succeeded  by  hard  labor  in 
converting  from  its  primitive  state  the  place  now 
known  as  the  Hiram  LaBar  farm,  and  there  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  on  the  farm 
in  February,  1845.  His  wife  preceded  him  to  the 
better  land  in  November,  1826.  They  had  children 
as  follows : John  V.,  George  V.,  Abram  V.,  Henry 
V.,  Benjamin  V.,  and  Sarah  Ann.  John  V.  was 
born  in  1789.  George  V.  became  the  father  of  our 
subject.  Abram  V.,  born  in  January,  1797,  died 
young.  Henry  V.,  born  in  1800,  married  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth Long,  and  settled  in  Smithfield,  where  he  and 
his  wife  died,  leaving  a family.  Benjamin  V.,  born 
in  January,  1801,  married  Miss  Sarah  Depew, 'and 
they  located  for  several  years  on  the  Bush  home- 
stead, which  he  finally  sold  to  John  Depuv  LaBar, 
the  father  of  Hiram  LaBar,  removing  with  his  fam- 
ily to  the  Water  Gap,  where  he  purchased  a home; 
he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  filled  that 
office  for  the  balance  of  his  life;  eight  children  sur- 
vived him,  George,  Depew,  Frank,  Abram  (who 
is  a resident  of  Stroudsburg),  Amzi  (who  lives  at 
the  Water  Gap),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Fenner),  Su- 
sanna, and  Marv  (Mrs.  Houser).  Sarah  Ann,  the 
only  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Van  Campen) 
Bush,  was  born  in  1787,  and  became  the  wife  of 


52 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Jacob  I-Iouser,  of  Delaware  Water  Gap;  they  reared 
two  children,  George  and  Mary,  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased. 

George  V.  Bush  was  born  in  December,  1794, 
in  the  village  of  Shawnee,  Smithfield  township,  near 
the  Delaware  river,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  re- 
ceiving his  early  education  in  the  local  institutions 
of  learning,  and  during  his  early  life  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  which  he  followed  for  a number 
of  years.  He  married  Miss  Maria  Stetler,  and  subse- 
quently purchased  a lot  of  his  father  in  the  village  of 
Shawnee,  where  in  1818  he  erected  a home.  Some 
time  afterward  he  bought  a farm  adjoining  his  fa- 
ther's property,  putting  up  a brick  house  and  barn 
and  good  outbuildings  on  the  place,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death  in  October,  1877 ; his  wife 
died  April  24,  1887.  They  were  upright  Christian 
people,  beloved  by  their  neighbors  and  friends,  and  re- 
spected by  all  for  the  useful,  industrious  lives  they 
led.  In  religious  connection  they  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  they  gave 
liberally  of  their  means  toward  the  building  of  the 
church  and  the  support  of  Church  woik  and  chari- 
table enterprises.  Mr.  Bush  was  a Democrat  po- 
litically, but  he  was  never  active  in  party  affairs. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  were  born  six  children  : (1) 
Sarah  Ann,  (2)  Susanna,  (3)  Findlay,  (4)  Han- 
nah M., ■ (5)  Jane  and  (6)  Hiram.  Of  these  (1) 
Sarah  Ann  married  John  Depew  LaBar  (now 
called  LeBar),  of  New  Jersey,  in  which  State  they 
lived  for  a number  of  years,  finally  removing  to 
Monroe  county  and  locating  for  a time  on  the  Del- 
aware river,  after  which  he  bought  the  old  home- 
stead ; he  then  erected  a store  in  the  village,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  for  some 
time,  and  he  died  there  in  1893.  (2)  Susanna  mar- 
ried John  Zimmerman  and  moved  to  New  Jersey, 
where  she  died  leaving  three  children,  Mary  Ann 
(Mrs.  George  Van  Campen,  who  has  several  chil- 
dren), Maria  (Mrs.  John  Vannaiiken)  and  Emma 
(Mrs.  Frank  Tunn,  of  East  Stroudsburg).  (4) 
Hannah  M.  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Broadhead,  of 
Delaware  Water  Gap.  (5)  Jane  is  unmarried,  and 
lives  in  Smithfield.  (6)  Hiram  married  Miss 
Calinda  Ripple,  of  White  Haven,  Luzerne  county, 
to  which  place  he  moved,  carrying  on  farming  there 
until  his  death  in  1894;  he  left  a widow  and  seven 
children,  Edward,  George,  Abram,  Carrie,  Isabel, 
Julia  and  Nettie. 

(3)  Findlay  Bush  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Shawnee,  and  when  a young  man 
he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  his  marriage.  After  that  event  he  bought  real 
estate  in  the  village,  where  he  built  a comfortable 
and  commodious  dwelling,  also  the  large  shop  in 
which  he  has  carried  on  his  undertaking  business 
for  the  past  fifty  years.  Mr.  Bush  has  been  one 
of  the  leading  residents  of  the  village,  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  commercial,  social,  civic  and  re- 
ligious life  of  the  community,  where  he  is  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him. 
He  bears  a reputation  second  to  none  for  upright- 


ness and  integrity  of  character,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  recognized  as  thorough  Christians,  kind-hearted 
and  charitable  in  their  intercourse  with  all. 

On  October  3,  1848,  Mr.  Bush  was  married  to 
Miss  Annie  Maria  Ribble,  who  was  born  in  1829 
in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  daughter  of  George  and 
Rebecca  Ribble,  prominent  residents  of  that  county, 
the  father  being  an  active  business  man.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ribble  had  a family  of  four  children,  Dr.  J.  S. 
B.,  of  New  Jersey;  Annie  Maria  (Mrs.  Bush); 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Philip  Garis,  of  Warren  county,  N. 
J.)  ; and  William,  who  is  married  and  lives  on  the 
old  homestead.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  were  born 
three  children,  George  A.,  in  August,  1852,  on  the 
home  in  Smithfield;  Mary  Elizabeth,  in  May,  1856; 
and  Dr.  Irvin  R.  Bush,  in  April,  1859,  in  Shawnee. 
The  eldest  son  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  Millersville  Normal,  and  for  several 
years  was  agent  for  the  Adams  Express  Co.,  at 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  where  he  is  now  superintend- 
ent in  a large  livery  business  ; he  married  Miss  Della 
Goss,  of  Monroe  county;  they  have  no  children. 
Mary  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  R.  C.  Stovers,  a resi- 
dent of  Bucks  county,  and  they  have  two  sons,  John 
B.  and  Ralph.  Irvin  R.  attended  the  public  schools 
of  the  home  neighborhood  and  the  Millersville 
schools,  studied  medicine  under  Dr.  Lewis  Bush,  of 
Stroudsburg,  and  graduated  from  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia ; he  is  now  practicing  his  pro- 
fession in  East  Stroudsburg;  he  married  Miss  Oliv- 
ia Green,  of  Philadelphia,  daughter  of  Emory 
Green,  of  Westchester  county,  Penn.,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Lemos  and  Irvin  Russell. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  have  been  active  workers 
in  and  prominent  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  for  many  years,  giving  liberally  of  their 
time  and  means  to  the  promotion  of  all  Church 
work  and  worthy  charitable  projects,  and  in  1853, 
when  the  house  of  worship  was  built,  he  gave  the 
wood-work  as  his  contribution  toward  the  edifice. 
Mr.  Bush’s  political  sympathies  have  always  been 
with  the  Democratic  party,  in  whose  welfare  he 
takes  a deep  interest,  and  he  has  shown  himself  to 
be  a public-spirited  reliable  citizen  in  everything  for 
the  general  good  of  the  community,  supporting  all 
measures  for  improvement  or  advancement  which 
he  thinks  practicable. 

JOHN  SHELDON  TIFFANY,  one  of  the 
leading  and  representative  citizens  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Wayne  county,  rvas  born  there  April  22, 
1822,  and  belongs  to  one  of  Wayne  county’s  most 
prominent  and  honored  families  whose  identifica- 
tion with  her  history  dates  from  an  early  period  in 
the  development  of  the  county.  His  grandfather, 
Capt.  John  Tiffany,  a distinguished  officer  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  came  to  this  region  from 
Massachusetts  as  early  as  1791,  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  He  had  pre- 
viously married  Ruth  Clapp,  a representative  of  a 
prominent  English  family,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  as  follows  : Chandler ; John ; 
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Fanny  Peckhorn ; Gardener ; Leonard  and  Ruth 
Hall. 

Of  these,  John  Tiffany,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  married  Miss 
Sally  Bigelow,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  a 
•daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Graham)  Bigelow, 
also  natives  of  Connecticut  and  early  settlers  of 
Wayne  county.  To  John  and  Sally  Tiffany  were 
born  six  children  who  reached  years  of  maturity, 
viz, : Mary,  wife  of  William  Pickering,  of  Gibson, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. ; Hiram,  who  died  in  Gib- 
son in  April,  1878;  Sallie,  wife  of  A.  Wright,  of 
Rromwell,  W.  Va. ; Minerva,  a resident  of  Pleas  - 
ant Mount ; Jolm  Sheldon ; and  Oliver,  deceased. 
The  mother,  who  was  a woman  of  great  activity 
and  devoted  to  her  family,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years,  and  the  father  departed  this  life  at  the 
age  of  seventy.  Both  were  earnest  and  consistent 
members  of  tbe  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  served 
as  deacon  for  many  years.  He  was  always  a great 
hunter,  and  was  very  successful  in  securing  wild 
game. 

In  a primitive  old  log  school  house  John  S. 
Tiffany  secured  his  education,  and  upon  the  home 
farm  was  early  taught  habits  of  industry  and  hon- 
esty, which  have  done  much  toward  shaping  his 
career  since  attaining  to  man’s  estate.  He  has 
cleared  and  placed  under  excellent  cultivation  137 
acres  of  wooded  land,  and  in  1867  purchased  the 
David  L.  Kennedy  farm  of  166  acres,  which  he 
soon  converted  into  a valuable  tract,  making  many 
improvements  that  have  added  greatly  to  its  attrac- 
tive appearance. 

On  February  17,  1847,  Mr.  Tiffany  was  uni 
ted  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  Whitney,  who 
was  born  November  9,  1828,  a daughter  of  Thad- 
deus  and  Thersa  (Washburn)  Whitney,  now  de- 
ceased, both  having  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  They  held  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  were  widely  and  favorably 
known.  In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Whitney  was 
a Whig.  Their  children,  ten  in  number,  were  as 
follows:  Julia  Ann,  Jane  Maria,  Joseph  Edgar, 

Francis  Marion,  Harriet  Adelaide,  Henrietta  Mal- 
vine,  Freeman,  Harland  Stewart,  Eliza  Ophenline 
and  Richmond.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Tiffany 
have  been  born  nine  children:  Francis  Rupert, 

who  married  Emma  J.  Peck,  and  resides  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township ; John  Winfield,  who  married 
Bertha  Alexander ; Judson  Emmour,  who  married 
Jennie  Fulkerson,  and  was  principal  of  the  Pleas- 
ant Mount  Academy  for  two  years ; Thaddeus  Em- 
ory, who  married  Louise  PI.  Noble,  and  lives  in 
Mt.  Pleasant ; Hiram  Burton,  who  married  Emma 
Gillett,  and  makes  his  home  in  Gibson;  Charles 
Henry,  who  married  Ollie  Kimble,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  Seattle,  Wash. ; Minnie 
E..  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Frederick 
Anson,  who  married  Viola  Howell,  and  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  Mildred  Adelaide  and  Ber- 


nice Etta,  resides  on  the  home  farm ; and  Orlena 
Adelaide,  wife  of  Herbert  A.  Kishbaugh,  of  Her- 
rick Center,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Tiffany  is  a worthy  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  tbe  Baptist  Church,  being  a trustee  and 
deacon  in  the  Maple  Grove  Baptist  Church,  and 
by  precept  and  example  has  done  much  good  in  di- 
recting people  in  the  way  that  leads  to  happiness 
and  prosperity  in  this  life  and  insures  a reward  in 
the  world  to  come.  He  liberally  supports  all  edu- 
cational and  religious  enterprises,  and  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  no  man  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  is  more 
honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  than  J.  S.  Tiffany. 

JAMES  D.  BURNS,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  a resident  of  Prompton,  Wayne  county,  and  by 
his  excellent  qualities  of  character  he  won  in  a high 
degree  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
His  life,  which  extended  beyond  the  allotted  limit  of 
man’s  years,  was  free  from  ambitious  strivings  for 
public  notice,  yet  in  its  quiet  usefulness  it  made  an 
impression  upon  the  communitv  which  will  remain 
as  an  inspiration  for  right  doing  among  all  who 
knew  him. 

Mr.  Burns  came  of  good  Scotch  ancestry.  His  ’ 
grandfather,  William  Burns,  came  from  Scotland 
at  an  early  day  to  make  his  home  in  America. 
George  Burns,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
at  Little  Scotia,  near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  during  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life  was  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing, in  which  he  gained  a handsome  fortune,  al- 
though he  subsequently  met  with  reverses.  At  one 
time  he  owned  several  farms,  and  his  last  days  were 
spent  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Cherry  Ridge  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  his  death  occurring  there  in 
1879,  when  he  was  eighty-six  years  of  age.  He 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  where- 
ever  he  resided  was  regarded  as  a public-spirited 
citizen,  being  frequently  elected  to  local  offices.  In 
1818  he  married  Miss  Jane  Drake,  daughter  of 
Zephina  and  Rebecca  (Shontz)  Drake,  and  they 
passed  their  Golden  Wedding  day  before  any  death 
occurred  in  their  family.  Mrs.  Burns  was  born  in 
1797,  and  died  November  12,  1883.  Their  children 
were : Alfred,  a retired  farmer  who  resided  at  Hol- 
listerville,  Wayne  county,  where  he  died  in  1899; 
Amzi  and  James,  twins,  both  now  deceased  ; William, 
deceased ; Ira,  a railroad  machinist,  in  Kingston, 
Penn. ; Rebecca  J.,  wife  of  David  B.  Perry,  of 
Prompton,  whose  history  appears  elsewhere ; Sarah 

D. ,  widow  of  A.  R.  Peck,  a farmer  near  Aldenville, 
Wayne  county  (he  died  in  August,  1898)  ; Elsa  A., 
widow  of  Amilisa  Walter,  of  New  York  Citv' ; Mary 

E. .  who  married  E.  B.  Plollister,  pension  agent  and 
justice  of  the  peace  at  Hollisterville ; Harriet  E., 
wife  of  R.  P.  Abby,  a merchant  of  Grand  Junction, 
Colo. : and  George  W.,  a railroad  engineer,  resid- 
ing at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

James  D.  Burns  was  born  August  26,  1821,  in 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  when  a boy  be  assisted 
bis  father  in  the  lumber  business,  working  in 
the  woods  as  well  as  in  the  sawmill.  Later  he  se- 
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cured  employment  at  Luzerne,  Penn.,  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  remaining  until 
1869,  when  he  removed  to  Prompton  to  take  a posi- 
tion with  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Railroad 
Company.  At  first  he  was  employed  as  a 
carpenter,  but  afterward  he  attended  to  the  work 
of  hooking  trains  to  the  cable.  In  1887,  while 
thus  employed,  he  was  run  over  by  some  cars  and  se- 
verely injured,  having  two  ribs  broken  and  sustain- 
ing serious  bruises.  On  his  recovery  he  took  a posi- 
tion as  watchman  for  the  same  company,  holding 
this  until  his  retirement.  In  1894.  In  politics  he  was 
a Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was  a Baptist, 
being  for  years  a leading  member  of  the  Church  at 
Prompton.  On  March  15,  1895,  he  passed  to  the 
unseen  life,  leaving  a widow  and  one  daughter,  Ella 
M.  They  occupied  the  beautiful  home  which  his 
loving  care  provided  until  Mrs.  Burns’  death  on 
New  Year's  day,  1898.  Rev.  William  H.  Smith,  of 
Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  a former  pastor  and 
much  loved  friend  of  James  Burns,  conducted  both 
funeral  services. 

Mrs.  Burns  was  born  May  7,  1825,  in  Clinton 
township,  Wayne  county,  the  daughter  of  Jabez 
Welch,  and  granddaughter  of  David  and  Sallie 
(Norton)  Welch.  The  Welch  family,  which  is 
of  English  extraction,  has  long  been  identified  with 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  where  the  grandparents  spent  the 
greater  portion  of  their  lives'.  Jabez  Welch  was 
born  at  Litchfield,  and  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  early 
manhood,  locating  in  Clinton  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  followed  carpentering  and  farming 
for  many  years,  and  also  operated  a sawmill  for  a 
time.  He  was  a man  of  influence  in  his  locality, 
being  chosen  at  times  to  township  offices  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  he  served  as  a soldier  during  the 
war  of.  18x2,  taking  the  place  of  a man  by  whom  he 
had  been  employed.  His  estimable  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Tamsen  Stanton,  was  a native  of 
Preston,  Conn.,  but  thej^  met  and  were  married  in 
Wayne  county,  both  having  come  here  in  pioneer 
days.  Mr.  Welch  died  April  15,  1871,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven,  and  his  wife  survived  him  about 
ten  years,  passing  away  February  12,  1881,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four.  The  remains  of  both  were  interred 
in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county.  Of  their  chil- 
dren, the  eldest,  Sabra  S.,  born  March  7,  1821,  is  the 
widow  of  Gilbert  Burdick ; she  resided  at  Glen 
Hazel,  Penn.,  until  the  death  of  Mrs.  Burns,  since 
which  time  she  has  made  her  home  in  Waymart, 
with  her  sister  Maria.  Sarah  K.,  Mrs.  Burns,  is 
mentioned  below.  Miss  Maria,  born  July  14,  1828, 
resided  in  Prompton  with  Mrs.  Burns,  and  is  now 
living  at  Waymart.  Stanton  A.,  born  October  16, 
1833,  was  a successful  physician  at  Asburv,  N.  J., 
where  he  died  April  2,  1890:  he  married  Miss  Jose- 
phine Harrison,  who  survives  him,  residing  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Mrs.  Burns  spent  her  early  life  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  on  November  15,  1854, 
she  was  married  there  to  our  subject,  the  Rev.  Henrv 
Curtis,  a Baptist  minister,  officiating.  The  family 


has  always  been  popular  in  social  circles.  Ella  M. 
Burns  engaged  in  teaching  music,  enjoying  an  en- 
viable reputation  as  a musician.  She  was  married, 
October  19,  1898,  to  William  H.  Lutey,  Rev.  Will- 
iam IT.  Swift,  the  clergyman  above  mentioned,  offi- 
ciating, and  they  reside  in  Jermyn,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.  Mrs.  Lutey  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Prompton. 

JOSEPH  B.  EDWARDS,  a venerable  and 
highly-esteemed  resident  of  Hamilton,  Wavne 
county,  can  look  back  upon  a life  filled  with  honora- 
ble and  useful  effort.  As  a citizen  he  has  alwavs 
been  found  upon  the  side  of  right,  and  in  the  prime 
of  manhood  he  did  gallant  service  in  the  Union 
army,  helping  in  the  mighty  struggle  which  made 
this  country  forever  indivisible  and  forever  free. 

The  Edwards  family  is  of  old  English  stock, 
and  Robert  Edwards,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, came  from  the  old  country  in  early  manhood, 
and  was  married  after  his  arrival.  James  Edwards, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
Penn.,  and  was  married  in  Philadelphia,  October 
24,  1822,  to  Miss  Catherine  Vaughn,  a native  of 
that  city,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas  Vaughn,  a 
well-known  citizen.  In  1831  James  Edwards  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  this  section,  locating  in 
Greene  township,  Pike  county,  where  he  remained 
until  1873.  Pie  then  removed  to  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  giving  up  the  agricultural  work 
which  had  previously  occupied  his  attention,  and 
he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days  in  the  home 
of  our  subject.  The  mother  died  February  24, 
1877,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  her  husband 
survived  her  just  ten  years,  passing  away  Febru- 
ary 24,  1887,  aged  eighty-nine  years,  eleven  months, 
twenty-seven  days.  The  remains  of  both  were  taken 
to  their  old  home  in  Pike  county  for  interment.  Our 
subject  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being:  John,  born  December  13,  1825, 
who  married  Miss  Maria  Adams,  and  settled  at 
Greenridge,  Penn.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a shoemaker ; Jacob,  born  January  28,  1829, 
who  married  Miss  ITulda  Masters,  and  located  at 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  died  some  years  ago; 
Mary,  born  October  8,  1834,  who  is  the  widow  of 
John  Brown,  and  resides  in  Kansas ; and  Elizabeth, 
born  March  24,  1840,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Joseph  B.  Edwards  .was  born  October  1,  1823, 
in  Philadelphia,  and  was  only  eight  years  old  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  their  new  home  in 
Pike  county.  He  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  went  to  Philadelphia  to  learn 
the  shoemaker’s  trade,  but  he  soon  grew  homesick 
for  the  wholesome  country  scenes  and  activities 
amid  which  his  earlier  boyhood  had  been  spent. 
After  an  absence  of  six  months  he  returned  home, 
where  he  completed  his  apprenticeship  by  six 
months  of  work  in  the  shop  of  a Mr.  Smith.  Pie 
then  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account,  and 
continued  without  interruption  for  twenty  years, 
at  the  same  time  giving  much  attention  to  genera! 
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farming.  In  1855  he  removed  to  Salem  township, 
Wavne  county,  where  he  rented  a farm  for  a few 
years,  but  later  he  purchased  the  farm  of  100  acres 
in  the  same  township  which  he  still  owns.  Since 
188 9 he  has  resided  in  the  village  of  Hamilton, 
where  he  has  a pleasant  home.  His  industry  and 
thrift  have  met  with  due  reward,  and  he  has  gained 
a comfortable  competence,  being  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  the  township.  In  politics  he  is 
a stanch  Republican,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to 
office.  Socially  he  and  Ins  family  are  prominent,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  been  a leading  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  post  at  Hamilton.  His  military  service 
began  in  February,  1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A.  t t 2th  Penn.  Heavy  Artillery,  under  Capt. 
Sebolt.  Fie  lost  a midde  finger  in  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor,  but,  although  he  was  excused  from 
duty  for  a few  weeks,  he  declined  to  go  to  hospital 
while  the- wound  was  healing.  For  some  time  lie 
was  with  the  forces  in  front  of  Petersburg,  nar- 
rowly escaped  injury  in  the  mine  explosion,  and 
he  had  his  shoulder  dislocated  in  an  engagement 
near  the  Weldon  railroad,  but  in  spite  of  these  mis- 
haps he  arrived  home  in  safety,  being  discharged 
at  Philadelphia  in  1865. 

On  May  6,  1844,  Mr.  Edwards  was  married  in 
Pike  county  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Robinson,  and  the 
following  children  have  blessed  the  union:  (1) 

Elizabeth  A.  married  Wheaton  Denny,  a farmer  in 
Wisconsin.  (2)  Esther  married  Dr.  Edward 
French,  a dentist  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  (3)  James 
W.  is  married  and  resides  in  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
where  he  conducts  a dental  store  and  has  a large 
and  lucrative  practice  as  a dentist.  (4}  Frances 
married  Matthias  Reilly,  an  attorney  at  Susque- 
hanna. (5)  David  W.  resides  at  Gravity,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  conducts  a barber  shop  and  jew- 
elry store.  (6)  Roxanna  married  Ward  Shoe- 
maker. a well-to-do  resident  of  Tacoma,  Wash., 
who  was  formerly  engaged  in  the  shoe  business. 
(7)  Joseph  married  and  settled  in  Michigan,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  lumbering.  (8)  Harry  W.  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years.  (9)  Miss  Catherine,  an 
accomplished  young  lady,  who  has  traveled  ex- 
tensively, resides  with  her  parents,  and  is  popular 
in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  localitv.  ( 10) 
Thomas  R.,  married,  is  now  a resident  of  Califor- 
nia, being  connected  with  his  brother's  dental  store. 

Mrs.  Edwards,  whose  sympathy  and  help  have 
contributed  largely  to  her  husband’s  prosperity,  was 
born  February  ti,  1823,  in  Greene  township,  Pike 
county.  Her  father,  David  Robinson,  a native  of 
England,  came  to  America  when  a boy,  and  resided 
for  a number  of  vears  in  Philadelphia.  In  1849 
he  went  to  California  in  search  of  gold,  but  was 
never  again  heard  from.  His  wife,  Sarah 
(Hughes),  who  was  born  in  Ire’and,  died  in  1S88. 
Firs.  Edwards  was  the  eldest  of  a large  family,  the 
others  being:  Elizabeth  P>.,  born  July  10,  1827,  mar- 
ried a Fir.  Bidwell,  and  is  deceased  : Ann.  born  April 
1. 1828, married  Washington  Robinson  (no  relation), 
and  is  deceased;  Roxanna,  born  February  18.  1831, 


died  in  childhood;  Hannah  B.,  born  December  24, 
1833,  married  a Fir.  Quick,  and  is  deceased;  Rachel 
B.,  born  August  12,  1835,  married  Hiram  Goodrich,  a 
retired  resident  of  South  Canaan  Corners ; she  is 
deceased;  Sarah  FI.,  born  August  30,  1837.  mar- 
ried (first)  John  Denny,  and  (second)  Philip 
Steenback,  both  now  deceased,  and  she  resides  in 
Susquehanna  county;  John  W.,  born  September  7, 
W39,  is  a farmer  in  Pike  county;  Susannah,  born 
August  28,  1842,  married  John  Sheer,  of  Wimmers, 
Penn.;  Amelia,  born  March  31,  1848,  married 
Charles  Shaffer,  and  both  died  some  years  ago ; 
their  daughter,  Laura  A.,  who  was  born  in  Octo- 
ber, 1876,  was  only  ten  months  old  when  her  par- 
ents died,  and  she  "has  ever  since  been  a member  of 
our  subject’s  family,  taking  the  name  of  Edwards 
and  sharing  in  the  affection  of  the  home  circle. 

GEORGE  K.  SLUTTER  (deceased)  was,  dur- 
ing his  lifetime,  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of  Ham- 
ilton township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  is  well  re- 
membered by  the  older  residents,  among  whom  he 
was  widely  known  and  universally  respected. 

Fir.  Slutter  was  born  in  Hamilton  township 
March  5,  1811,  and  was  a son  of  George  and  Flary 
(Kintz)  Slutter,  who  were  early  settlers  in  this  sec- 
tion of  Flonroe  county,  where  they  reared  three  sons, 
John,  Jacob  and  George  K.  Jacob  married  and  re- 
mained in  Flonroe  county.  George  was  reared  in 
his  native  township,  and  after  marriage  settled  in  the 
village  of  Sciota,  where  he  was  engaged  at  his  trade, 
millwrighting,  for  a number  of  years.  In  1867  he 
purchased  the  Sprague  farm,  near  Sciota,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  he  made  numerous  improvements  on  this 
place  which  materially  enhanced  its  value  and  ap- 
pearance, and  won  for  it  the  name  of  being  one  of 
the  best  kept  and  most  thoroughly  cultivated  farms 
in  the  township.  He  erected  a new  dwelling,  barn, 
etc.,  and  by  careful  management  prospered  in  his 
farm  work,  ranking  among  the  successful  agricult- 
urists of  his  section.  He  died  in  1884,  and  was 
sincerely  mourned  in  the  community  with  which  he 
had  so,  long  been  identified  as  a leading  farmer  and 
esteemed  citizen. 

George  K.  Slutter  was  married  April  4,  1837, 
to  Fliss  Anna  Fenner,  of  Hamilton  township,  and 
their  union  was  blessed  with  eight  children,  of  whom 
we  have  the  following  record : ( 1 ) Flargaret,  born 
in  Hamilton  township,  is  the  wife  of  Philip  Runnell, 
a farmer  of  Ross,  Flonroe  county,  who  was  justice 
of  the  peace  in  his  district  for  a number  of  years. 
They  have  two  children,  Alice  (Firs.  Henry  Rasley, 
of  Bangor,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,)  and  Ella 
(Firs.  James  Straub,  of  Northampton  county).  (2) 
Josiah,  born  in  1839,  enlisted  during  the  Civil  war 
in  Company  A,  67th  P.  V.  I.,  and  participated  in  a 
number  of  engagements  up  to  the  battle  of  Win- 
chester, at  which  he  was  taken  prisoner.  He 
subsequently  re-enlisted  and  was  made  captain  of  a 
“colored’’  company,  holding  that  position  to  the  close 
of  his  term  of  service.  In  1878  he  went  to  Texas, 
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where  he  purchased  a large  amount  of  land  and  has 
since  remained,  engaged  in  raising  cotton  and  other 
Southern  products.  He  is  unmarried.  (3)  Em- 
line,  born  in  1842,  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  B.  Marsh, 
a machinist,  and  has  two  children,  Annie  and  John. 
They  live  in  Hamilton.  (4)  Henry,  born  in  1845 
enlisted  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  in  Company  H, 
214th  P.  V.  I.,  was  sworn  into  the  service  at  Phila- 
delphia and  taken  to  Steven’s  Station,  thence  to 
Summit  Point  and  on  to  Winchester,  where  he  was 
on  duty  for  some  time.  His  next  move  was  to 
Washington,  where  the  command  went  into  winter 
quarters,  and  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  in 
March,  1866,  having  served  his  country  bravely  and 
faithfully.  He  is  now  a member  -of  Fenner  Post 
No.  562,' G.  A.  R.,  of  Sciota.  After  his  return  home 
he  married  Miss  Sarah  Frankenfield,  of  Hamilton 
township,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Frankenfield,  and 
for  a time  they  lived  on  the  old  homestead,  he  follow- 
ing his  trade,  that  of  millwright.  In  1 876  he  bought  the 
Peter  Williams  farm,  adjoining  the  homestead,  which 
he  has  since  cultivated,  also  engaging  at  his  trade. 
He  and  his  wife  have  a family  of  five  children,  John 
W.,  Lillie,  Annie,  William  and  Ada.  (5)  Sarah 

C. ,  born  in  1847,  married  Peter  Workheiser,  of 
Hamilton,  and  died  leaving  two  children,  Carrie,  and 
Eugene,  who  is  married  and  lives  at  the  old  home. 
(6)  Frank  P.,  born  in  1853,  married  Miss  Mary 
Tidd,  of  Monroe  county,  and  they  have  had  five 
children,  Nettie,  Emma,  George,  Mamie  and  Dan- 
iel. They  make  their  home  with  Mrs.  Slutter,  on 
the  old  homestead.  (7)  Ellen  and  (8)  Mary  E. 
died  in  childhood. 

In  religious  connection  Mr.  Slutter  united  with 
the  Reformed  Church,  of  which  his  widow  and  chil- 
dren are  also  members,  and  he  was  an  upright, 
Christian  man,  well  deserving  of  the  respect  which 
was  everywhere  accorded  him.  Politically  he  was 
a Democrat  of  the  old  Jacksonian  stripe,  and  his 
sons  are  all  stanch  members  of  the  party.  This 
memoir  would  be  incomplete  without  some  mention 
of  Mr.  Skitter’s  service  during  the  Civil  war,  in 
which,  as  will  be  seen,  two  of  his  sons  also  partici- 
pated. He  enlisted  in  1861  as  captain  of  Company 

D.  67th  P.  V.  I.,  and  served  gallantly  for  nine 
months,  when  he  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account 
of  ill  health. 

Mrs.  Anna  Slutter  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Margaret  Fenner,  the  former  of  whom  owned  a 
gristmill  and  considerable  property  at  Sciota,  Ham- 
ilton township,  where  he  and  his  wife  died,  Mr. 
Fenner  passing  away  first.  Their  family  consisted 
of  eight  children,  of  whom  Barnett,  the  eldest,  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  (Northampton  county.  Henry, 
now  aged  eighty-eight  years,  is  a resident  of  Ham- 
ilton township.  Joseph  died  young.  Elizabeth  is 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Felencer,  of  Cherry  Valley. 
Margaret  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Abram  Ealinger, 
of  Stroudsburg.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  George  Sny- 
der. of  Hamilton  township.  Katherine  married  Jer- 
ome Swartswood,  of  Hamilton.  Anna  is  the  widow 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


HON.  JOSEPH  J.  HART,  as  editor  of  the 
Milford  Dispatch,  won  an  enviable  reputation  in  the 
journalistic  field,  while  he  is  even  better  known  as 
a political  manager.  For  a number  of  years  he  has 
been  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  astute  and  efficient 
leaders  in  the  local  Democratic  organization,  and  his 
career  in  Congress  brought  him  national  prominence. 
At  present  he  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in 
Milford. 

The  Hart  family  originated  in  England,  and 
our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Robert  Hart, 
was  a graduate  of  the  University  at  Oxford.  In  1792 
Robert  Hart  came  to  America  from  Hamburg,  Ger- 
many, and  settled  upon  a farm  near  Nyack,  Rock- 
land Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  during  the  war  of  1812  he 
served  as  Brigade  Quartermaster  on  the  staff  of 
Brig.-Gen.  Peter  S.  Van  Orden.  He  married  Phcebe 
Johnson,  daughter  of  Joseph  Johnson,  a Revolution- 
ary soldier,  who  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Cornwallis.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Henry,  Joseph,  Sarah  (Mrs.  Leonard  Hazeltine), 
Isaac,  and  Phoebe,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Col.  Isaac  Hart,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
at  Nyack,  and  became  a successful  agriculturist 
there.  Fie  was  active  in  political  affairs,  and  al- 
though he  repeatedly  declined  to  hold  public  office,  he 
took  a keen  interest  in  military  matters,  serving  as 
colonel  of  the  160th  New  York  State  Militia  in  1848- 
49.  He  died  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  and 
his  remains  were  interred  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery  in 
•Nyack.  His  estimable  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Nellie  Williamson,  was  born  in  1824  at  Nyack, 
and  since  1885  has  resided  at  Shohola  Falls,  Pike 
Co.,  Penn.,  with  her  elder  son,  Garret  W.,  who  mar- 
ried a Miss  Ward. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  18,  1859,  at  Nyack, 
the  younger  of  the  two  sons  of  Isaac  and  Nellie 
Hart.  He  passed  his  early  boyhood  upon  the  old 
farm,  beginning  his  education  in  the  local  schools, 
and  later  he  attended  Chailier  Institute,  New  York 
City,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1876.  He  imme- 
ditely  took  a position  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  In  a 
grain  warehouse  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  remaining  four 
years,  and  on  his  return  to  Nyack  he  purchased  the 
City  and  Country,  a leading  newspaper  of  that  sec- 
tion. From  the  first  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  and  he  had  not  been  in  Nyack  one  year  be- 
fore he  was  elected  village  trustee,  without  opposi- 
tion. In  1883  he  retired  from  the  paper  and  re- 
moved to  Shohola  Falls,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  lie 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 

In  1885  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mar- 
garet A.,  daughter  of  Robert  Gedney,  Esq.,  of 
Nyack,  N.  Y.,  and  granddaughter  of  the  late  Capt. 
Isaac  P.  Smith,  well  known  as  one  of  the  pioneer 
steamboat  owners  on  the  Hudson  river.  During  her 
husband’s  service  in  Congress  Mrs.  Hart  was  promi- 
nent in  the  social  life  at  the  National  capital.  Two 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage : Helen  Gedney 
and  Percy  Williamson,  both  attending  school  at  Mil- 
ford. Subsequently  he  purchased  the  “Col.  Page 
fa  rm,”  near  Milford,  and  became  interested  in  real 
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estate  and  insurance  business  at  the  latter  place.  On 
November  i,  1895,  he  bought  the  Milford  Dispatch, 
from  the  Hon.  Milton  D.  Mott,  the  former  editor. 
In  1894  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  being  one  of  the 
two  Democratic  members  from  Pennsylvania  in  the 
LVIth  Congress,  where  he  served  on  the  committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  one  of  the  most  important  com- 
mittees of  that  and  of  subsequent  congresses.  At 
present  he  is  president  of  the  board  of  school  direct- 
ors of  Milford,  having  been  elected  in  1898.  In  re- 
ligious faith  Mr.  Hart  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  so- 
cially he  is  connected  with  various  orders,  including 
the  F.  & A.  M.,  Milford  Lodge  No.  344,  and  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  Yandermark  Lodge  No.  848,  at  Milford. 

JOHN  A.  HAGERMAN,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
successful  general  practitioners  of  Monroe  county, 
who  makes  his  home  at  Sciota,' Hamilton  township, 
is  one  of  those  physicians  who  seem  constitu- 
tionally adapted  to  the  profession,  and  eminently 
fitted  to  occupy  the  place  in  a community  generally 
accorded  to  its  medical  advisers.  He  is  a native 
of  the  county,  born  July  31,  1850,  in  Snydersville, 
son  of  Sandford  and  Nancy  (Ilick)  Hagerman,  and 
grandson  of  Joseph  and  Susan  Hagerman. 

Joseph  Hagerman  came  from  Northampton 
county  at  an  early  day,  and  settled  in  Spragueville, 
Monroe  county,  where  he  followed  farming  and 
lumbering  successfully  until  his  death,  in  1826. 
After  that  event  his  wife  moved  back  to  Mt.  Bethel, 
Northampton  county,  with  her  family,  which  con- 
sisted of  ten  children,  namely:  Elijah,  Morris, 

Corson.  Frank,  Joseph,  Rachel,  Sidney,  Sarah,  Ella 
and  Sandford.  Of  these,  Elijah,  Morris  and 
Frank  remained  in  Northampton  county,  where 
they  died.  Corson  married  and  moved  to  Illinois. 
Joseph  married  and  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  died. 
Rachel  married  Peter  Bugler,  of  Warren  county, 
N.  T.  Sidney  became  the  wife  of  Gideon  Cowe, 
of  Mt.  Bethel.  Sarah  died  unmarried,  in  Monroe 
county.  Ellen  is  unmarried,  and  makes  her  home 
in  Centerville,  New  Jersey. 

Sandford  Hagerman  was  born  April  25,  1819, 
near  Spragueville,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Northampton  county,  during  his  boyhood  attend- 
ing the  public  schools,  where  he  obtained  a good, 
practical  education.  In  1845  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  Ilick,  and  the  young  couple  took  up  their 
home  in  Snydersville,  Monroe  county,  where  they 
made  their  residence  permanently.  Mr.  Hagerman 
buying  a comfortable  home  for  himself  and  family. 
Pie  followed  his  trade  of  wheelwright,  and  also  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  for  some  years. 
Mrs.  Hagerman  departed  this  life  in  October.  1857, 
the  mother  of  five  children,  namely:  (1)  John  A. 

is  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines.  (2)  William 
F.  died  in  childhood.  (3)  George  was  born  in 
Snydersville  in  1854,  grew  to  manhood  in  Hamil- 
ton township,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  butcher 
business  in  his  native  village ; he  married  Miss 
Alice  Tittle,  of  Hamilton,  and  they  reside  at  their 
home  near  Snvdersville  with  their  family  of  six 


children,  John,  Frank,  Martin,  Mary,  and  ITarry 
and  Carrie  (twins).  (4)  Adaline,  born  in  1855, 
married  Frank  Snyder,  of  Sciota,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  farming;  they  have  four  children,  Lay- 
ton,  Lillie,  Bertha  and  Hattie,  all  at  home.  (5) 
Susan  Hagerman  died  when  six  years  old. 

I11  his  earlier  _ years  John  A.  Hagerman  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  in  his 
native  village,  where  he  acquired  his  elementary 
education,  and  in  1869  he  entered  the  Kutztown 
(Penn.)  State  Normal  School.  He  pursued  his 
medical  studies  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1878,  the  same  year  commencing  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  his  old  home,  Sny- 
dersville. In  1889  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Sciota,  Hamilton  township,  in  which  village  he 
purchased  the  Dr.  Gregory  home,  and  here  he  has 
since  remained,  building  up  an  extensive  practice 
and  gaining  a solid  footing  among  the  well-estab- 
lished physicians  of  this  section  of  the  county.  Dr. 
Hagerman  has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
all  who  have  met  him,  professionally  or  otherwise, 
and  he  has  made  a wide  and  ever-widening  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  his  locality,  who 
one  and  all  regard  him  with  the  greatest  respect, 
and  admire  him  for  his  many  attractive  personal 
qualities  as  much  as  for  his  skill  in  his  calling. 
Though  he  does  not  assume  to  be  a specialist  in 
diseases  of  the  eye,  ear  and  throat,  Dr.  Hagerman 
has  given  particular  attention  to  this  branch  of  the 
profession,  having  in  1897  taken  a course  of  study 
in  the  Philadelphia  Polyclinic,  and  he  has  been  very 
successful  in  treatment.  He  has  identified  himself 
closely  with  the  public  interest  of  his  adopted  town 
from  the  time  of  his  removal  here,  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  political  affairs  as  a stanch  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  party.  The  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Medical  Association. 

In  1880  Dr.  Hagerman  was'  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Rachel  Marsh,  of  Hamilton  town- 
ship, the  accomplished  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Plannah  (Myers)  Marsh,  who  are  still  living  in 
Stormsville.  To  this  union  has  been  born  one 
daughter,  Edith,  who  has  for  some  time  been  a 
student  in  the  Fairview  Academy,  of  Brodheads- 
ville.  In  religious  connection  Mrs.  Hagerman  is 
united  with  the  Reformed  Church  of  Sciota.  The 
family  occupy  a high  social  position,  and  their 
home  is  one  of  the  most  congenial  and  attractive 
in  the  locality.  Mrs.  Hagerman’s  great-grand- 
father Myers  was  a Hessian  soldier,  fighting  in  the 
Revolution  with  the  English  forces,  and  was  en- 
gaged at  Trenton;  after  the  war  he  remained  in 
America. 

MARTIN  YETTER  is  widely  known  as  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  where  he  is  the  owner  of  much  val- 
uable land,  and  carries  on  agricultural  pursuits  on 
an  extensive  scale,  his  success  in  his  life  vocation 
being  one  worthy  of  note.  The  family  has  long 
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been  identified  with  the  history  of  this  part  of  Mon- 
roe county,  Mr.  Yetter's  grandparents,  John  and 
Magdalena  (Strauss)  Yetter,  having  located  in 
Hamilton  township  in  an  early  day,  and  removed 
thence  to  Smithfield,  where  they  made  a permanent 
home  along  Marshall’s  creek,  on  the  land  now 
owned  by  Peter  Yetter.  John  Yettter  was  a wheel- 
wright by  trade,  but  after  settling  in  Smithfield 
township  he  also  engaged  in  farming,  clearing  a 
large  tract,  erecting  buildings  and  making  general 
improvements  on  the  property  which  he  purchased. 
He  passed  away  at  this  home  in  1863,  leaving  a 
widow  and  four  children : David  is  the  father  of 

Martin  Yetter;  John,  who  married  Miss  Jane  Mur- 
ray, and  settled  on  a part  of  the  old  homestead ; 
Sarah  E.  (Mrs.  Henry  Miller,  of  Smithfield)  ; and 
Edward,  who  married  Elizabeth  Williams  and  re- 
moved to  Florida,  where  he  died  (he  was  a soldier 
in  the  Civil  war).  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
in  1841. 

David  Yetter  was  born  in  August,  1811,  in 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he 
passed  his  entire  life,  engaged  in  farming  and  lum- 
bering. He  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  and  after  his  marriage  lived  on  the  old 
homestead  with  his  father  for  six  years,  farming  on 
shares.  He  finally  commenced  on  his  own  account, 
settling  on  a partly  improved  tract  of  212  acres 
which  he  purchased,  and  on  which  he  followed 
farming  and  lumbering  for  a number  of  years,  run- 
ning the  lumber  which  he  cut  in  clearing  his  land 
down  the  Delaware  river  to  the  Eastern  markets. 
He  succeeded  by  hard  labor  in  putting  much  of  this 
tract  under  cultivation,  and  he  remained  thereon 
until  1868,  in  which  year  he  divided  the  land  among 
his  sons  and  purchased  a home  for  himself  near 
Minsi,  where  he  ended  his  busy  and  useful  life  in 
1878.  In  May,  1836,  David  Yetter  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Bush,  who  was  born  in  Smithfield  in  Sep- 
tember, 1812,  and  was  a daughter  of  John  C.  and 
Hannah  Bush,  well-known  residents  of  this  locality, 
who  for  many  years  carried  on  the  hotel  business  at 
Craig’s  Meadows.  Mrs.  Yetter’s  death  occurred  in 
1887.  She  and  her  husband  were  earnest  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Eight  children  blessed 
their  union,  of  whom  Martin  is  the  eldest.  (2) 
Andrew,  born  in  July,  1838,  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  in  Hartwick  (N.  Y.) 
Seminary,  and  is  now  a resident  of  New  York  City, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  storage  business.  He 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Walk,  of  Hackettstown,  N.  J., 
and  they  have  one  daughter  living,  Nellie,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Heller,  formerly  of  New  York  City, 
but  at  present  in  the  Klondike.  They  have  two 
children,  Jean  and  Helen.  (3)  Anna  M.,  born  in 
1840,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Huffman,  of  Smithfield  ; 
they  have  one  daughter,  C.  Ada,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Edward  Cornelieson,  of  Monroe  county.  (4)  Eliza, 
born  in  1841,  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  S.  LaBar,  of 
Smithfield,  and  they  make  their  home  in  Port  Jervis, 
Mr.  LaBar  being  engaged  as  carpenter  on  the  Erie 
railroad ; they  have  one  son.  Edward  LaBar,  who  is 


in  the  flour,  feed  and  coal  businessin  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y.,  and  one  daughter,  Anna  (who  married  Will- 
iam Case,  and  has  one  daughter,  Beatrice).  (5) 
John  and  (6)  Samuel  (twins)  were  born  in  June, 
1845.  John  married  Miss  Caroline  Trible,  of  Smith- 
field,  by  whom  he  has  had  ten  children — Lillie  M., 
Harry,  Amzie,  Anna,  Florence,  Grace,  Stewart, 
Herbert,  Edna  and  Beulah.  The  family  reside  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Yetter  is  engaged  as 
a glass  manufacturer.  (6)  Samuel  wedded  Miss 
Lizzie  Bogart,  of  Smithfield,  and  they  made  their 
home  in  Wilkes  Barre,  where  Mrs.  lYtter  died; 
they  had  ten  children — Bertha,  Howard,  Amy,  Clar- 
ence, Flora,  Harry,  Stanley,  Charles,  Archie  and 
Edith.  (7)  Milton,  born  in  August,  1849,  *s  one  °f 
the  leading  wealthy  business  men  of  East  Strouds- 
burg, where  he  is  largely  interested  in  the  manu- 
facture of  glass,  and  a heavy  stockholder  in  the  large 
glass  plant  of  that  town ; he  is  also  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  silk  mill,  president  of  the  East 
Stroudsburg  National  Bank,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
most  active  men  in  the  building  of  the  East  Strouds- 
burg Normal  School,  as  well  as  in  other  important 
interests.  He  married  Miss  Amanda  Wright,  of 
New  York  State,  by  whom  he  has  three  daughters, 
Minnie,  Myrtle  and  Louise;  they  have  an  adopted 
son,  named  Russell.  (8)  Emma  J.,  born  in  1854, 
is  the  wife  of  P.  C.  Dickerson,  who  has  just  pur- 
chased Lawn  Cottage,  in  East  Stroudsburg,  a beau- 
tiful summer  resort.  They  have  one  son,  Francis 
Dickerson. 

Martin  Abetter  was  born  in  May,  1837,  in 
Smithfield  township,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
place  of  his  birth,  receiving  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Under  the  able 
tuition  of  his  father  he  was  given  a thorough  train- 
ing' in  agricultural  pursuits,  remaining  at  the  pa- 
rental home  until  his  marriage,  after  which  he  set- 
tled on  one  of  the  farms  in  Smithfield  township 
bought  by  his  father,  who  had  erected  barns  and 
other  outbuildings  and  part  of  the  house  which 
stands  on  the  property.  Our  subject  put  up  a 
large  brick  house  and  made  numerous  improve- 
ments from  year  to  year,  adding  also  to  the  extent 
of  his  farm  as  prosperity  rewarded  his  early  efforts 
until  the  tract  comprised  125  acres,  all  well  improved 
and  under  a good  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Yetter 
also  bought  one  of  the  old  homestead  farms,  which 
he  rents,  and  the  old  Posten  farm,  in  Stroud  town- 
ship, where  his  eldest  son,  Arthur,  now  resides. 
That  Mr.  Yetter  has  been  unusually  succcessful  in 
his  chosen  calling  everyone  knows ; but  it  is  onlv  fair 
to  add  that  his  prosperity  has  been  well  deserved, 
for  he  has  advanced  himself  in  life  by  his  own 
efforts,  energy  and  industry,  combined  with  a fac- 
ulty for  good  management  and  well-directed  exec- 
utive ability,  being  prominent  traits  in  his  character. 
He  has  maintained  a high  reputation  for  honor  and 
strict  integrity  in  all  his  dealings,  and  no  citizen 
of  Smithfield  commands  higher  respect  from  his 
fellow  men  than  our  subject,,  for  he  has  shown 
himself  worthy  of  their  esteem  in  many  wavs. 
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They  have  given  proof  of  their  confidence  in  his 
ability  and  trustworthiness  by  electing  him  to  va- 
rious offices  in  the  township,  where  he  has  served 
as  constable,  overseer  of  the  poor,  and,  during  the 
Civil  war,  as  collector  of  bounty  tax ; but  he  pre- 
fers to  devote  his  time  exclusively  to  his  business 
interests,  and  has  no  political  aspirations.  Mr. 
Yetter  owns  five  lots  in  East  Stroudsburg,  on  three 
of  which  stand  double  houses. 

On  February  4,  i860,  Mr.  Yetter  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Bartron,  whose  parents, 
Leonard  and  Rachel  (Starner)  Bartron,  were  well- 
known  residents  of  Delaware  Water  Gap,  Monroe 
county,  and  nine  children  blessed  this  union,  as 
follows:  (1)  Rachel  B.,  born  in  December,  1861, 
became  the  wife  of  Horace  I.  Moser,  of  Shawnee, 
Monroe  county,  and  has  one  daughter,  Ruth. 
They  conduct  a large  boarding  house  called  “Water 
Front  House.”  (2)  Arthur,  born  February  26, 

1869,  is  unmarried,  and,  as  above  mentioned,  lives 
on  one  of  his  father's  farms  in  Stroud  township, 
which  he  manages,  also  running  a dairy  business 
there.  (3)  Wilda,  born  in  November,  1866.  re- 
ceived her  education  in  the  public  schools  of  her 
native  township,  and  in  August,  1884,  married 
Lewis  B.  Kintner,  of  Craig's  Meadows.  Monroe 
county : they  occupy  a fine  home  on  Cortland  street, 
in  East  Stroudsburg,  where  Mr.  Kintner  is  en- 
gaged as  assistant  freight  clerk  by  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  Railway  Co. ; he  was  at 
one  time  a successful  teacher  in  Monroe  county. 
Mrs.  Kintner  is  a lady  of  culture  and  true  refine- 
ment, well-fitted  to  be  the  helpmeet  of  her  progres- 
sive husband.  They  have  no  children.  (4)  John 
M.,  born  in  June,  1868,  was  given  a thorough  ele- 
mentary training  in  the  local  public  schools,  and 
for  a number  of  years  engaged  in  teaching  in  Mon- 
roe county,  commencing  when  but  sixteen  years  of 
age.  He  subsequently  studied  in  the  Stroudsburg 
select  schools  and  the  Kutztown  State  Normal 
School,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution,  and 
in  1896  he  graduated  with  honors  from  the  Muh- 
lenburg  College,  Allentown,  Penn.,  his  devoted 
mother,  who  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  educa- 
tion of  her  children,  being  present  on  this  occasion 
and  taking  a loving  pride  in  the  success  of  her  son. 
He  has  since  graduated  from  the  University  of 
New  York,  and  is  a professor  in  Muhlenburg  Col- 
lege, Allentown,  Penn.;  (5)  Clara,  born  in  May, 

1870,  was  married  December  5,  1S8S,  to  Samuel 
Scott,  and  has  one  daughter,  Iva  M.  Scott,  who 
was  named  after  her  grandmother  Yetter,  and  is 
the  oldest  grandchild  and  oldest  great-grandchild 
in  this  noted  family.  They  make  their  home  in 
East  Stroudsburg,  where  Mr.  Scott  holds  the  posi- 
tion of  superintendent  in  the  glass  works,  of  which 
he  in  one  of  the  proprietors  and  a stockholder,  and 
he  owns  his  beautiful  home  and  other  property  in 
that  city.  (6)  Nathaniel,  born  in  Februarv.  1872, 
is  also  employed  in  the  glass  works  in  East  Strouds- 
burg, where  he  resides,  owning  a fine  home.  (7) 
Emma,  born  in  October,  1874,  was  married  in  Au- 


gust, 1893,  to  Simon  Schoonover,  who  is  a glass 
blower  by  trade,  and  a stockholder  in  the  East 
Stroudsburg  Glass  Works.  They  own  a beautiful 
home  in  that  town.  (8)  David  L.,  born  in  May, 
1876,  is  unmarried,  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
with  his  father.  (9)  Van  D.,  born  in  September, 
1878,  is  a glass  blower  employed  in  the  glass  fac- 
tory in  East  Stroudsburg. 

In  religious  connection  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yetter 
and  their  large  family  are  identified  with  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  uniting  with  the  Church  at  Craig’s 
Meadows,  to  the  support  of  which  they  are  liberal 
contributors.  Politically  Mr.  Yetter  has  been  a 
life-long  member  of  the  Democratic  party. 

STEPHEN  HOLMES,  a leading  attorney  of 
Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  is  deserving  of  prom- 
inent mention  in  a volume  which  aims  to  preserve 
an  account  of  the  men  who  are  “making  history”  in 
this  section  to-day. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  born  May  16,  1836,  near  the 
village  of  Alfred,  the  county  seat  of  York  county, 
Maine,  and  was  the  youngest  of  four  children  of 
Stephen  and  Nancy  (Meserve)  Holmes.  After 
completing  a course  of  study  in  the  common  schools 
near  his  home,  our  subject  attended  the  academies  at 
Alfred  and  Limerick,  in  the  same  county,  and  at 
Yarmouth,  near  Portland,  Maine.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  came  to  Pennsylvania  and  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  about  three  years  were  spent  in  that 
occupation  in  this  State  and  New  Jersey,  his  vaca- 
tion being  devoted  to  work  as  bookkeeper  and  clerk 
for  different  business  firms.  In  May,  1858,  he  be- 
came principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Stroudsburg, 
where  he  has  ever  since  resided  with  the  exception 
of  one  year.  In  the  fall  of  1858,  having  decided 
upon  entering  the  legal  profession,  he  began  his 
preparatory  studies  with  Hon.  S.  S.  Dreher,  then  one 
of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  of  Monroe  county, 
and  in  December,  i860,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
after  a satisfactory  examination.  He  continued  to 
teach  at  Stroudsburg,  until  the  spring  of  1861,  and 
while  occupying  his  responsible  position  there  he 
found  time  in  addition  to  his  legal  studies,  for  some 
excellent  literary  work  as  a contributor  to  various 
periodicals.  I11  the  fall  of  1861  he  established  an 
office  at  Asbury,  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  but  as  he 
found  the  outlook  for  practice  discouraging  he  re- 
turned to  Stroudsburg  in  the  fall  of  1862.  In  the 
following  year  he  was  elected  district  attorney  of 
Monroe  county,  and  this  office  he  held  until  1872, 
three  consecutive  terms.  His  able  discharge  of  duty 
attracted  attention,  and  established  his  reputation 
for  mental  force  and  fertility  and  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  law,  combined  with  a persistency  and  deter- 
mination which  would  brook  no  failure.  In  the  fall 
of  1869  he  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Su- 
preme court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  practice  has 
included  some  of  the  most  important  cases  arising  in 
Monroe  and  adjacent  counties,  and  the  Stroudsburg 
Bank,  of  which  he  is  also  a director.  He  is  an 
earnest  student,  his  cases  being  prepared  with  scrap- 


00 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ulous  care,  and  no  point  is  neglected  that  can  benefit 
his  client.  As  a speaker  he  is  both  forceful  and  elo- 
quent, his  points  being  presented  in  such  a manner 
as  to  win  and  retain  the  interest  of  a jury.  His  pub- 
lic spirit  has  been  shown  in  many  ways,  and  he  is 
much  esteemed  as  a citizen,  his  influence  being 
always  cast  on  the  side  of  progress.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Stroudsburg,  serving  as  elder,  and 
in  politics  he  is  a firm  supporter  of  the  principles  and 
policy  of  the  Democratic  party,  being  one  of  the 
chief  advisers  of  the  local  organization.  In  1864 
he  married  Miss  Georgiana  Blair,  formerly  of  Hope, 
N.  J.,  and  later  of  Stroudsburg,  and  their  home  is 
brightened  by  three  children:  Edith  May,  Frank 
Blair  and' Norman  Meserve. 

1 HOMAS  ARMSTRONG,  a leading  merchant 
of  Milford,  Pike  county,  and  for  manv  years  a suc- 
cessful contractor  there  and  In  New  York,  is  a 
woi  thy  1 epresentative  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
families  of. this  section.  His  career  is  marked  by 
ability  . enterprise  and  public  spirit,  and  in  making 
his  way  in  life  he  has  set  an  example  which  cannot 
fail  to  encourage  many  an  aspiring  youth. 

According  to  data  collected  by  Leonard  A.  Mor- 
rison, and  published  in  a number  of  “The  Massachu- 
setts Magazine,”  our  subject  is  a descendant  of  the 
historic  Clan  Armstrong  of  Scotland,  which  was 
among  the  most  numerous  and  powerful  Lowland 
families.  The  same  authority  states  that  as  early  as 
1376  this  clan  was  identified  with  Liddisdale,  on  the 
borders  between  England  and  Scotland  (known  as 
the  “Debatable  Country”).  In  1377  Robert  Arm- 
strong and  his  wife,  Margaret  Temple,  were  in  pos- 
session of  an  estate  in  Thorpe,  England,  which  in- 
cluded the  town  of  Whithaugh.  The  original  deed 
having  been  lost  or  destroyed,  the  property  was  re- 
granted to  Lancelot  Armstrong  on  October  9,  1586, 
and  his  descendants  continued  to  hold  it  until  about 
173°.  The  family  name  became  famous  during  the 
border  wars  for  the  dashing  enterprise  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  supplied  many  a theme  for  the  poets  of 
that  era.  Among  the  most  celebrated  of  the  clan 
was  Johnnie  Armstrong,  a border  chieftain  some- 
times called  “Gilnockie,”  who  was  treacherously  cap- 
tured with  thirty-five  of  his  men  by  King  James  V. 
of  Scotland,  and  hanged  at  Carlenrig. 

At  an  early  date  members  of  the  family  settled 
in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, Lancelot  Armstrong,  was  born  in  that  coun- 
ty, and  made  his  home  upon  a farm  near  the  village 
of  Gortin.  He  died  there  in  1880,  aged  ninety-six 
years,  and  his  wife,  Cathrine,  died  in  1830.  They 
had  seven  children  : John,  Andrew,  James,  Thomas, 
William,  Mary  (who  married  Edward  Warwick), 
and  Sarah  (who  did  not  marry),  all  of  whom  came 
to  America,  and  Andrew,  who  came  about  1820,  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  at  Milford,  where  he 
built  some  of  the  first  houses. 

William  Armstrong,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
married  at  Gortin,  in  1833,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Gra- 


ham, and  on  the  same  day  started  with  his  bride  for 
America.  He  spent  a few  years  in  New  York,  but 
made  his  permanent  home  at  Milford,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  contracting  in  masonry  until  1876,  and 
his  death  occurred  tnere  on  May  21,  1886,  at  the  age 
of  eighty.  He  made  a fine  reputation  in  his  chosen 
line  of  effort,  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  ma- 
sons in  this  section,  while  as  a citiz.n  he  was  held 
in  high  esteem.  In  politics  he  was  Democratic,  but 
he  never  sought  or  held  office,  and  in  religious  views 
he  inclined  to  the  Presbyterian  faith,  although  he 
was  not  a member  of  any  Church.  His  faithful 
wife,  who  was  a devout  Presbyterian,  was  born  at 
Gortin,  Ireland,  May  20,  1816,  and  died  at  Milford, 
April  30, 1888,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  at 
Milford.  Her  parents,  Thomas  and  Ann  (Scott) 
Graham,  were  lifelong  residents  of  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland.  Her  mother  died  in  1869,  aged  eighty-four 
years,  and  her  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, died  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years. 
Their  children  were  Ann  (Mrs.  John  Knoxt  : Eliza- 
beth, our  subject’s  mother;  Thomas,  deceased,  who 
did  not  marry  ; Archibald,  a wealthy  retired  mason  of 
New  York,  who  married  Mary  Laughlin,  deceased. 
To  William  and  Elizabeth  Armstrong  the  following 
children  were  born : Catherine,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Lancelot,  who  resides  in  Milford,  and  is  engaged  in 
business  in  New  York  City;  Eliza,  who  married 
Morris  Debormont  (now  deceased  Land  died  May 
2,  1866;  Catherine,  who  died  October  11,  1869; 
Thomas,  our  subject;  William,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seven  vears ; Miss  Mary,  a resident  of  Milford ; 
Wilhelmina,  wife  of  Thilir>  F.  Steele,  a farmer  in 
Milford  township,  Pike  county ; Anna,  who  died 
aged  five  years;  and  Sarah,  who  married  (first) 
Levi  Van  Gordon  and  (second  ^ J.  S.  Pursell.  fo’* 
thirty  years  past  connected  with  the  New  York 
Herald. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Milford  April  11,  1844, 
and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  borough.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  to  learn  the  printer's 
trade,  taking  a position  as  “devil ;”  but  the  work 
proved  less  congenial  than  he  had  thought,  and  in 
1861  he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  with  his 
father,  by  whom  he  was  given  practical  training  in 
every  branch  of  the  mason’s  trade.  On  March  1, 
1865,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  1, 143rd  N. 
Y.  V.  I.,  and  after  joining  his  regiment,  at  Raleigh, 
N.  C.,  marched  with  Sherman  through  the  Carolinas 
and  on  to  Washington,  where  he  participated  in  the 
Grand  Review.  In  June,  1865,  he  was  mustered 
out,  and  returned  to  Milford,  where  he  at  once  estab- 
lished himself  in  business  as  a contractor  and  builder. 
For  some  time  he  was  the  chief  contractor  in  the 
town,  building  most  of  the  important  structures,  and 
in  1876  he  took  a responsible  position  with  the  firm 
of  Moran  & Armstrong,  of  New  York,  of  which  his 
brother  Lancelot  was  the  junior  member.  During 
a portion  of  the  time  spent  with  them  he  served  as 
foreman,  becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
construction  of  metropolitan  buildings.  While  su- 
perintending the  erection  of  O.  B.  Potter’s  fine  build- 
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ing,  at  Broadway  and  Astor  Place,  he  won  the  per- 
sonal esteem  and  confidence  of  that  gentleman,  who, 
in  1883,  gave  liim  the  contract  for  the  Potter  build- 
ing on  Park  Row,  corner  of  Beekman  street,  one  of 
the  finest  business  blocks  in  the  city.  Recently  Mr. 
Armstrong  completed  a fine  mansion  at  Sing  Sing, 
N.  Y.,  for  Frederick  Potter,  at  a cost  of  $100,000, 
and  numerous  other  important  contracts  have  been 
filled  by  him  in  a most  satisfactory  manner.  In  Au- 
gust, 1894,  he  purchased  a half-interest  in  the  gen- 
eral store  business  of  A.  D.  Brown  & Son,  and  on 
March  19,  1898,  he  bought  A.  D.  Brown  & Son’s  in- 
terest, the  business  being  now  conducted  entirely  by 
himself.  Mr.  Armstrong  and  his  family  are  promi- 
nent socially,  and  his  genial  disposition  has  won 
him  many  warm  friends.  Pie  is  a member  of  vari- 
ous fraternal  orders,  including  the  L.  of  PI.,  the  I.  O. 
E.  A.,  the  Iv.  of  PL,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  (Vandermark 
Lodge  No.  828,  in  which  he  is  past  noble  grand),  at 
Milford,  the  R.  A.,  and  Milford  Lodge  No.  344, 
Ancient  York  Masons.  Politically  he  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  from  his  youth  up  he  has 
been  strictly  temperate  in  his  habits.  . 

Mr.  Armstrong  has  a pleasant  home  in  Milford 
which  is  fitted  up  with  every  modern  convenience, 
and  lately  he  introduced  the  acetylene  gas  process 
there,  as  well  as  in  his  store.  On  November  23, 
1870,  he  was  married,  at  Milford,  to  Miss  Olivia 
B.  Beam,  and  six  children  have  blessed  the  union : 
Lancelot,  born  May  21,  1874,  who  died  August  5, 
1874;  William  H.,  born  July  23,  1877,  who  died  May 
10,  1882;  Kittie,  born  October  17,  1879,  who  died 
May  15,  1882;  Harry  T.,  born  December  1,  1882; 
Bessie,  born  July  25,  1887;  and  Ruth,  born  April 
27,  1893.  Mrs.  Armstrong  is  a native  of  Milford, 
born  November  27,  1850,  and  is  descended  from 
a well-known  family  of  New  Jersey.  Her  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Abram  Beam,  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  January  1,  1784,  and  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits  there  for  many  years,  his  death  occur- 
ring May  2,  1883 ; his  wife,  Sophronia  Henion, 
also  a native  of  New  Jersey,  was  born  January  2, 
1787,  and  died  October  13,  1824.  This  estimable 
couple  had  eleven  children,  whose  names  with  dates 
of  birth  are  as  follows : Anthony,  November  4, 

1807;  Catherine,  June  1,  1809;  Hassel,  February  3, 
1811  ; Louis,  March  3,  1813 ; Abram,  May  22,  1815  ; 
Harriet,  March  3,  1817;  Henry,  March  8,  1819; 
Margaret,  February  4,  1821  ; Sophronia,  April  25, 
1823;  Joseph,  August  24,  1825;  Emaline,  July  12, 
1827. 

Henry  Beam,  Mrs.  Armstrong’s  father,  came  to 
Pike  county  in  1843,  and  settled  at  Milford,  where 
he  followed  the  wheelwright’s  trade.  He  was  a 
prominent  citizen  and  was  influential  in  local  affairs, 
serving  in  various  offices,  including  those  of  tax  col- 
lector and  road  master,  while  he  was  also  active 
in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  died  July  18,  1890,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Eleanora  Cortright,  died  February 
3,  1893,  the  remains  of  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  Milford.  She  was  born  April  12,  1818, 


daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Hannah  Cortright,  who 
resided  upon  a farm  in  Pike  county.  Henry  and 
Eleanora  Beam  had  the  following  children : Dillie 

M.,  born  October  5,  1842,  married  J.  O.  Christiana, 
a miller  at  Milford,  Penn. ; Arminda,  born  October 
8,  1846,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Olivia  B.  is 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary  E.,  born  January  27, 
1853,  married  Morfet  Van  Auken,  and  died  in  1878; 
and  Carrie,  born  July  9,  1856,  married  James  Buch- 
anan, and  died  in  1891. 

HENRY  LEARN,  sheriff  of  Monroe  county, 
is  a most  efficient  and  capable  officer,  and  his  prompt 
and  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  position 
meets  with  the  approval  of  the  better  classes  of  the 
people  without  regard  to  party  lines. 

His  family  is  probably  of  French  origin,  the 
name  having  formerly  been  Laner,  but  our  sub- 
ject’s ancestors  came  to  this  section  at  a very  early 
period,  and  his  great-grandfather,  Jacob  Learn,  was 
a farmer  in  what  is  now  Hamilton  township,  Mon- 
roe county. 

Peter  Learn,  our  subject’s  erandfather,  was 
born  in  that  locality,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
engaged  in  agriculture  in  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  he  cleared  a farm  in  the  forest.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1880,  he  lacked  but  six 
months  of  being  ninety  years  old,  and  his  wife, 
Margaret  Starner,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 
She  was  probably  a native  of  Allentown,  Penn., 
and  her  youth  was  spent  in  that  vicinity.  This 
worthy  couple  had  a large  family  of  children,  four 
of  whom  lived  to  maturity : Amos  died  a few 

months  ago ; Sallie  married  David  Edinger,  and  re- 
sides in  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; Jacob  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below ; and  Morris  resides  in  Iowa. 

Jacob  Learn,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
January  22,  1824,  in  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  has  always  resided  in  that  vicinity.  The 
care  of  his  parents  devolved  upon  him  in  their  de- 
clining years,  and  at  his  father’s  death  he  inherited 
the  homestead.  He  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Werk- 
heiser,  and  they  have  four  children : Peter,  a farmer 
in  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; Catherine,  who  married 
Charles  Singer,  and  now  resides  upon  the  farm  in 
Pocono  township  where  she  was  born ; Henry,  our 
subject;  and  Margaret  A.,  wife  of  George  Butz,  a 
teller  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Stroudsburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject’s  mother  was  born  April  15,  1824, 
in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  a daughter 
of  Henry  Werkheiser,  a farmer  near  Sciota.  He 
and  his  wife,  Catherine  (Arnold),  had  the  following 
children : Mary  A.,  John,  Betsy,  Hannah,  Henry 

and  Abraham. 

Sheriff  Learn  was  born  April  27,  1849,  and  was 
reared  upon  a farm,  his  early  education  being  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  the  town  of  Tanner sville, 
near  by.  He  has  always  taken  great  interest  in  poli- 
tics, and  at  an  early  age  became  an  active  worker 
in  the  Democratic  party.  For  a time  he  served  as 
assessor  in  his  native  township,  and  in  1895  he  was 
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nominated  by  his  party  to  the  office  of  sheriff,  to 
which  he  was  duly  elected.  He  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  the  position  in  1896,  and  on  January  15  of 
that  year  lie  removed  to  Stroudsburg,  where  he 
resided  till  February  2,  1899,  when  he  moved  on 
the  old  homestead  farm,  having  taken  it  in  order  to 
keep  his  aged  parents. 

In  the  spring  of  1869  Sheriff  Learn  married 
Miss  Ella  Walters,  who  died  in  1884,  and  on  No- 
vember. 26,  1895,  he  married  Mrs.  Anna  Shook,  nee 
Brown.  Of  the  two  children  by  his  first  marriage, 

(1)  Herbert  W.,  who  resides  at  the  homestead, 
married  Miss  Cora  Singer,  and  has  two  children, 
Walter,  and  Mary,  a graduate  of  Wood’s  Business 
College  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  who  resides  at  home  and 
has  taught  school  successfully  for  several  winters. 

(2)  John  A.,  who  is  not  married,  and  resides  with 
his  grandfather,  Jacob  Learn.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage our  subject  has  one  daughter,  Hannah.  The 
family  is  prominent  socially,  and  Mr.  Learn  is  iden- 
tified with  several  fraternal  organizations,  includ- 
ing the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America,  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Tannersv'ille. 

FREDERICK  NELL  (deceased).  A brilliant 
example  of  a self-made  American  citizen,  and  a 
grand  exemplification  of  the  progress  that  an  am- 
bitious foreigner  can  make  in  this  country  of  un- 
bounded opportunities,  Is  shown  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Nell,  who  was  in  his  lifetime  one  of  the  leading 
German- American  residents  of  Wayne  county.  Suc- 
cess in  any  walk  of  life  is  an  indication  of  earnest 
endeavor  and  persevering  efforts,  characteristics 
that  he  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree.  Although 
he  resided  on  a farm  in  Palmyra  township,  he  had 
been  for  many  years  successfully  engaged  in  the 
meat  business  at  Hawley. 

Mr.  Nell  was  born  in  Tebeen,  Germany,  April 
9,  1835,  son  of  Bernhart  Nell,  a shoemaker  by  occu- 
pation, who  died  in  that  country  in  1866,  aged  sixty- 
six  years.  The  mother  died  during  the  infancy  of 
our  subject,  leaving  two  children,  the  other  being 
Otto  F.,  who  went  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Frederick 
Nell  was  early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  for  a 
livelihood,  and  in  his  native  land  he  learned  the 
butcher’s  trade.  Believing  that  a fortune  could  be 
more  easily  secured  in  the  New  World,  he  sailed  for 
America  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  after  a long 
voyage  of  sixty-five  days  landed  in  New  York,  where 
for  four  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Johnston 
Bros.,  contractors  in  the  meat  business.  Flaving 
been  advised  by  his  doctor  to  go  to  sea  for  his 
health,  he  made  two  trips  to  Liverpool,  and  on  his 
return  to  the  LTnited  States  located  in  Rondout,  Ul- 
ster Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  butcher 
business  for  a Mr.  Weaver  for  one  year,  in  1853 
coming  to  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  working 
at  his  trade  six  months  for  Mr.  Goodwin.  For  a few 
years  he  located  on  the  canal,  and  then  came  to 
Hawley,  where  he  worked  two  years  at  his  trade 
for  a Mr.  Kaestine.  He  then  opened  a meat  shop 
of  his  own,  in  1862  admitting  John  Ames  to  a 


partnership  in  the  business,  and  on  selling  out  was 
in  business  with  Mr.  Freedy  for  a year  and  a half. 
Subsequently  he  was  alone,  though  at  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  practically  living  retired,  his  sons 
having  almost  complete  charge  of  the  business.  For 
some  time  he  bought,  sold  and  shipped  cattle,  and  at 
one  time  was  the  most  extensive  cattle  dealer  in 
Wayne  county. 

In  November,  i860,  in  Hawley,  Mr.  Nell  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emilie  Schmidt,  and 
to  them  were  born  the  following  children : Amelia 
T.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Joseph  F.,  who  married 
Lillie  Frank,  and  is  engaged  in  business  at  Hawley ; 
Frank  Henry,  who  married  Helena  Rose,  and  is  also 
in  business  at  Hawley;  Charles  P.,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Baisden,  and  is  interested  with  his  broth- 
ers In  business;  Frederick  J.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
butcher  business  at  Hoboken,  N.  J. ; William  L.,  at 
home ; and  Rheinhart,  who  is  studying  dentistry  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Nell  was  born  in  Lackawaxen,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  July  12,  1842,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Theresa  (Craft)  Schmidt,  natives  of  Germany  who 
in  1837  came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York 
after  a voyage  of  forty  days.  They  first  located  in 
Pike  county,  Penn.,  but  in  1845  removed  to  Ulster 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  thirteen  years,  and 
then  came  to  Hawley,  where  their  remaining  days 
were  passed.  The  father,  who  was  a carpenter  by 
trade,  died  in  1881,  aged  seventy-five  years,  the 
mother  In  1869,  aged  seventy-five  years  and  six 
months.  Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church.  Of  their  children,  Antonia  is  the  wife 
of  John  Rose,  a boatman  living  in  Ellenville,  Ulster 
Co.,  N.  Y. ; Joseph  is  a carpenter  and  builder  living 
in  the  same  place;  John  is  deceased;  and  Emilie  is 
the  widow  of  our  subject. 

Politically  Mr.  Nell  was  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  For  two  terms  he  served  as 
treasurer  of  Hawley  and  Palmyra  township,  when 
they  constituted  one  township,  and  later  he  served 
for  the  same  length  of  time  as  treasurer  of  Palmyra 
township  alone.  He  was  an  honored  member  of 
Lodge  No.  305,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Hawley;  a charter 
member  of  Lackawaxen  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of 
the  Iv.  of  H.  Lodge  of  Hawley.  Religiously  he  was 
connected  with  the  German  Reformed  Church.  His 
sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of  character 
gained  for  him  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact,  either  in  business  or  private  life, 
and  his  circle  of  friends  was  indeed  extensive.  His 
death  occurred  on  Sunday,  January  23,  1898,  and 
the  home  press  thus  referred  to  his  life : 

In  the  death  of  Frederick  Nell,  Hawley  loses  another 
of  her  old  business  men  and  an  esteemed  citizen.  It  was  a 
shock  to  the  community  early  Monday  morning  when  the 
woid  was  circulated  that  he  died  suddenly  Sunday  evening. 
Although  Mr.  Nell  had  been  ailing  the  past  three  years,  no 
one  thought  the  end  was  so  near.  On  the  Friday  preceding 
his  death  he  was  driving  about  town,  apparently  no  worse 
than  he  had  been.  The  funeral  was  held  from  the  German 
Church  at  2 o'clock  Wednesday,  and  interment  was  in  Wal- 
nut Grove  cemetery.  Rev.  E.  E.  Gottlieb  officiated  at  the 
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religious  obsequies.  G.  S.  Teeter  was  funeral  director,  and 
Hawley  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  were  in  charge  of  the  prelimina- 
ries and  committal  service.  Mr.  Nell  was  sixtv-three  years 
and  nine  months  old,  and  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  six 
sons,  namely:  Joseph,  Frank  and  Charles  P.,  of  Hawley; 

Frederick,  of  Hoboken;  William  of  Scranton;  and  Rhein-  . 
hart,  who  is  at  present  a student  at  the  Pennslyvania  Dental 
College  at  Philadelphia.  Deceased  came  to  Hawley  in  1856. 
In  1860  he  was  married  to  Frnilie  Schmidt,  and  in  ’61  he 
entered  into  partnership  in  the  butcher  business  with  John 
H.  Ames,  previous  to  which  time,  and  from  his  first  coming 
here,  he  had  been  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Snyder,  a well-known 
butcher  in  this  place  at  the  time.  After  three  years  of  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Ames  the  firm  was  dissolved  and  he  pur- 
chased the  business  of  his  former  employer,  which  he  con- 
ducted until  two  months  prior  to  his  death,  when  three  of 
his  sons  assumed  control.  During  these  many  years  of 
business  lde  he  had  acquired  great  popularity  among  the 
farmers  of  Wayne  and  Pike  counties,  on  account  of  his  fair 
dealing  in  his  extensive  purchase  of  cattle.  Mr.  Nell  was  a 
charter  member  of  Lackawaxen  Lodge,  1.  0.0.  F.,  and  the 
Lodge  of  Knights  of  Honor.  He  was  also  an  old  member  of 
Hawley  Lodge  No.  305,  F.  & A.  M. 

MILO  OVERFIELD,  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county,  was  born  there  in  January,  1824,  a son  of 
William  and  Sarah  (Coolbaugh)  Overfield,  and 
grandson  of  Martin  and  Mary  (LTtt)  Overfield. 

The  grandfather,  who  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  was  a native  of  Northampton 
county,  Penn.,  and  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  and  blacksmith- 
ing  throughout  life.  He  located  one  mile  south  of 
Shoemaker’s,  where  he  built  a very  substantial  log 
house  as  a protection  from  the  Indians.  The  coun- 
try round  about  was  at  that  time  an  almost  unbroken 
wilderness,  and  the  Indians  were  far  more  numer- 
ous than  the  white  inhabitants.  It  is  said  that 
they  found  their  lead  in  the  vicinity  of  Mr.  Over- 
field’s  home  and  melted  it  at  his  blacksmith  shop. 
At  times  they  were  quite  hostile,  and  gave  the  set- 
tlers much  trouble  and  uneasiness.  Mr.  Over- 
field's neighbors  consisted  -of  the  Transue,  Place 
and  Mosier  families,  and  in  common  with  them 
he  and  his  family  endured  all  the  hardships  and 
privations,  as  well  as  dangers,  incident  to  pioneer 
life  in  this  region.  He  reared  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren : Emanuel,  William,  Adam,  and  Sarah,  wife 

of  John  Mosier.  All  married  and  located  in  Mid- 
dle Smithfield  township,  where  they  reared  families 
of  their  own,  but  all  are  now  deceased  and  many 
of  their  older  children  have  also  passed  away. 

William  Overfield,  father  of  our  subject,  settled 
on  the  present  farm  of  the  latter  after  his  marriage, 
and  built  thereon  a log  house  near  the  Milford 
road.  He  also  purchased  a large  tract  of  land, 
on  which  he  erected  several  sawmills,  and  exten- 
sively engaged  in  manufacturing  and  rafting  lum- 
ber down  the  Delaware  river  to  Philadelphia,  in 
partnership  with  his  brother-in-law.  Judge  Cool- 
baugh. He  was  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  this  section,  was  enterprising  and  progressive, 
and  became  quite  well-to-do.  He  was  an  old  Jack- 
sonian Democrat,  and  took  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  local  politics.  Elis  fellow  citizens  recog- 


nizing his  worth  and  ability  called  upon  him  to 
serve  in  a number  of  important  official  positions. 
He  was  elected  sheriff  of  Pike  county  when  Monroe 
and  Pike  formed  one  county,  also  represent- 
ed those  counties  in  the  State  Legislature  and 
State  Senate,  was  appointed  canal  commissioner  of 
his  district  for  a term  of  four  years,  and  served  as 
a delegate  to  the  reformed  convention  of  1836. 
Although  he  received  but  a limited  education  dur- 
ing his  youth,  he  became  a well-informed  man  of 
fine  business  qualifications,  and  had  considerable 
influence  in  his  community.  He  held  membership 
with  no  religious  organization  but  aided  in  the 
erection  of  the  house  of  worship,  and  gave  liberally 
to  the  support  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which 
his  wife  belonged.  Upon  land  included  in  his  first 
purchase  he  built,  in  1818,  a large  stone  house  on  the 
Milford  road,  now  owned  by  a Mr.  Michael. 
There  he  died  in  1864;  his  wife  had  passed  away 
in  1858. 

In  the  family  were  ten  children : ( 1 ) J.  M. 
married  Lydia  Michael,  of  Monroe  county,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  farming  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  where  he  died  at  an  early  age,  leaving  a 
widow  and  four  children:  William;  George;  Eliza- 
beth, deceased  wife  of  John  Shoemaker;  and  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Aaron  Smith,  of  Smithfield.  (2) 
Elizabeth  married  Henry  Eilenburg,  of  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  died  there  leaving 
a large  family.  (3)  Washington  married  Susan 
Depuy,  and  both  died  at  their  home  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  leaving  a larg'e  family  who 
are  still  residents  of  Monroe  county.  (4)  Mary  was 
the  wife  of  Martin  Place,  who  is  represented  else- 
where. (5)  Sarah  married  James  Place,  of  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  and  died  leaving  a family 
who  are  also  residents  of  Monroe  county.  (6)  Dan- 
iel D.,  a farmer  of  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
married  Sarah  Depuy,  and  died  some  years  ago, 
leaving  a family  who  still  occupy  the  home  in  that 
township.  (7)  Milo,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the 
family.  (8)  Joseph  R.  married  Sarah  Kintner,  who 
died  leaving  three  children,  Lizzie,  Susan  and  Will- 
iam, and  he  afterward  wedded  Mattie  Eilenberger, 
who  died  leaving  two  children,  Cora  and  Moses. 
His  death  occurred  soon  after  that  of  his  last  wife. 

(9)  William  grew  to  manhood,  and  died  unmarried. 

(10)  Susan  married  Abram  Freese,  of  Pike  county, 
and  they  made  their  home  at  Shawnee,  Monroe 
county,  where  both  died.  Their  only  child,  Lizzie, 
died  later. 

On  the  old  homestead  Milo  Overfield  passed 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  aiding  his  father  in  his 
business,  and  attending  the  subscription  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  as  there  were  no  free  schools  in 
those  days.  In  July,  1864,  he  was  drafted  and 
asigned  to  Company  A,  51st  P.  V.  L,  being  sworn 
into  the  United  States  service  at  Camp  Curtin, 
Harrisburg,  and  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. He  was  discharged  on  the  day  of  the  Presi- 
dent’s assassination,  in  April,  1865. 

Mr.  Overfield  was  married,  in  1846,  to  Miss 
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Julia  Cowen,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  where 
she  died,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Hannah  Quag- 
ley,  who  moved  to  California,  where  she  and  her 
husband  both  died,  leaving  no  children.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Overfield  married  Miss  Julia  A. 
Pipher,  daughter  of  Samuel  D.  Pipher,  who  be- 
longed to  one  of  the  old  and  highly  respected  fam- 
ilies of  the  county.  Eight  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  and  five  reached  years  of  maturity:  (i) 
John  M.  married  Bertha  Michaels,  daughter  of 
Philip  Michaels,  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  Mid- 
dle Smithfield  township,  and  they  now  reside  with 
his  father  on  the  home  farm.  (2)  William  mar- 
ried Bella  Barnes,  of  New  Jersey,  and  they  also 
live  in  Middle  Smithfield  township.  (3)  Lizzie 
lives  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  (4)  Samuel  wedded  May 
Michael,  daughter  of  George  A.  Michael,  of  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  make  their 
home  in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  is  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  They  have  one  son,  George.  (5) 
Amelia,  a most  promising  young  lady,  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years. 

Mr.  Overfield  has  spent  his  entire  married  life 
on  his  father's  old  homestead,  and  has  devoted  his  time 
and  attention  to  farming  with  good  results.  Upon 
his  place  he  has  erected  a commodious  residence, 
good  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  and  now  has 
one  of  the  best  improved  farms  and  handsomest 
homes  among  the  many  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship. He  has  cleared  a large  portion  of  his  farm 
and  placed  it  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
Politically  he  is  a supporter  of  the  Democracy,  and 
has  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  filled  the  of- 
fices of  assessor,  supervisor  two  terms,  and  in  fact 
all  of  the  local  offices  of  his  township.  His  wife  is 
a faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
although  not  a member  of  any  religious  denomina- 
tion, he  gives  liberally  to  the  support  of  Churches  and 
Church  work.  Always  a patriotic  and  loyal  citizen, 
he  offered  his  services  to  his  country  during  her  hour 
of  peril,  and  willingly  bore  the  hardships  of  the 
long'  marches  and  the  heat  and  danger  of  battle 
that  the  Union  might  not  be  destroyed.  As  an 
upright,  honorable  citizen,  he  is  respected  by  all 
who  know  him,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  his  many 
friends  that  his  declining  days  may  be  passed  in 
peace  and  happiness. 

HON.  WILLIAM  MITCHELL,  formerly  as- 
sociate judge  of  Pike  county,  is  a leading  merchant 
of  Milford,  being  the  senior  partner  in  the  well- 
known  firm  of  W.  & G.  Mitchell,  and  a representa- 
tive self-made  man. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  5,  1841,  in  the 
parish  of  Longside,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  where 
h'is  family  has  been  prominent  for  generations. 
Robert  Mitchell  ( 1 ) , his  grandfather,  a lifelong  res- 
ident of  Aberdeenshire,  married  Ann  Cummings, 
and  they  had  three  children : Mary,  who  married 

John  Sangster,  a shoemaker;  Margaret,  wife  of 
James  Smith,  a farmer;  and  Robert,  all  of  whom  re- 
mained in  Scotland. 


Robert  Mitchell,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a car- 
penter by  trade,  but  gave  much  attention  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  was  active  in  local  affairs,  and 
was  especially  interested  in  the  historical  Church 
movements  in  Aberdeen  in  1843.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Mintlaw,  Parish  of  Longside,  Aberdeen- 
shire, in  1846,  when  he  was  forty-eight  years  of  age, 
and  his  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth 
Sellar,  came  to  America  in  1872 ; she  died  at  Mil- 
ford in  1886,  aged  eighty-one  years.  Our  subject 
was  the  seventh  in  a family  of  eight  children,  the 
others  being  Robert,  who  died  while  preparing  for 
the  ministry  at  Marischall  College,  Aberdeen,  now 
merged  with  King’s  College,  and  called  the  Univer- 
sity of  Aberdeen;  John,  who  came  to  America  in 
1881,  married  Mary  Findlay,  and  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Iowa,  where  he  died  some  years  ago;  James, 
who  married  Mary  Connan,  and  died  at  Aberdeen, 
Scotland;  George,  in  partnership  with  our  subject; 
Elizabeth,  married  to  John  Findlay,  the  owner  of  a 
livery  stable  and  stage  line  at  Milford,  and  agent 
for  the  Wells  Fargo  Express  Co.  at  that  place;  and 
Miss  Mary  and  Miss  Isabella,  engaged  in  the  mil- 
linery business  at  Milford. 

Our  subject  remained  at  the  home  farm  in 
Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
fifteen,  receiving  his  education  in  the  parish  schools, 
and  then  entered  upon  his  mercantile  career  as  a 
clerk  in  a store  in  Aberdeenshire.  In  December, 
i860,  he  came  to  America  with  his  sister  Elizabeth, 
landing  in  New  York  City  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
with  no  capital  to  commence  life  in  the  New  World 
but  good  health  and  native  perseverance.  Failing  to 
find  employment  in  New  York,  he  came  to  Milford 
a few  months  later,  and  as  the  chance  for  work  in 
mercantile  lines  seemed  poor  he  took  a position  in 
A.  B.  Sherman’s  tannery,  remaining  two  months. 
He  then  became  a clerk  for  C.  C.  D.  Pinchot  & Son, 
of  Milford,  with  whom  he  spent  six  years,  and  later 
he  returned  to  New  York  City  and  clerked  two 
years  for  Pinchot,  Warren  & Co.,  dealers  in  wall 
paper.  In  July,  1868,  he  came  back  to  Milford  and 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  J.  B.  Newman, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Mitchell  & Newman,  the 
partnership  continuing  thirteen  years.  In  1881  he 
built  his  present  brick  store,  and  the  following  year 
he  took  possession,  entering  into  partnership  with  his 
brother  George  at  the  same  time.  They  have  met 
with  success,  and  now  have  the  largest  general  store 
in  Milford,  with  a well-selected  stock  of  groceries, 
notions,  dry  goods,  hardware  and  other  commodi- 
ties. Politically  our  subject  is  a Republican,  and 
he  has  served  in  various  offices.  In  November, 
1 S05 , he  was  appointed,  by  Governor  Hastings,  as- 
sociate judge  of  Pike  county,  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  of  Hon.  M.  D.  Mott,  and  held  this  position  un- 
td  January,  1897.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Pres- 
byteiian,  and  he  has  been  an  elder  in  the  Church  at 
Milford  since  March  17,  1872. 

On  June  18,  1868,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  in 
Lew  \ ork  City  to  Miss  Helen  Hall,  and  two  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  union  : Emily  W.  living  at 
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home ; and  William  A.  H.,  who  graduated  from  the 
University  of  New  York  in  1896,  and  is  now  reading- 
law  at  Milford.  Mrs.  Mitchell  was  born  in  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland,  December  14,  1838,  a daughter  of 
Lieut.  Hugh  Hall,  of  the  Scots  Fusilier  Guards,  who 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Edinburgh,  and  died  in 
that  city  at  the  age  of  forty-two.  Mrs.  Mitchell  has 
his  sword  and  a number  of  articles  he  used,  as  well 
as  a unique  clock  sent  her  from  Scotland.  Lieut. 
Hall  married  Betsey  Mitchell  (no  relation  to  our 
subject's  family), who  drew  a pension  up  to  the  time 
of  her  death,  which  occurred  near  Edinburgh  when 
she  was  seventy  years  of  age.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren : Jane ; Hugh  and  Robert,  who  reside  in  Scot- 
land; and  Helen,  wife  of  our  subject.  Various 
members  of  the  Hall  family  have  become  distin- 
guished in  military  life,  and  Mrs.  Mitchell’s  nephew 
(her  sister's  son)  has  been  a soldier  all  his  life. 

HAMILTON  BRAMAN,  who  for  several 
years  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  in- 
dustrial and  agricultural  interests  of  Wayne  county, 
is  to-dav  at  the  head  of  the  largest  brush  handle 
and  block  manufactory  in  this  section  of  the  State, 
it  being  located  in  the  village  of  Braman,  which 
place  was  named  in  honor  of  the  family. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture  what  manner 
of  man  is  Mr.  Braman.  In  a republican  country 
where  merit  must  win,  we  can  tell  much  of  his  life. 
Wealth  may  secure  a start,  but  it  cannot  maintain 
one  in  a position  where  brains  and  executive  ability 
are  required.  Our  subject  did  not  have  wealth  to 
aid  him  in  beginning  his  business  career.  His  re- 
liance has  been  placed  in  the  more  substantial 
qualities  of  perseverance,  untiring  enterprise,  reso- 
lute purpose  and  commendable  zeal,  and  withal  his 
actions  have  been  guided  by  an  honesty  of  purpose 
that  none  have  questioned. 

Mr.  Braman  was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  N. 
Y.,  September  30,  1836,  a son  of  Rhodes  and  Cath- 
arine (Russ)  Braman.  The  father  was  born  and 
reared  in  Rhode  Island,  of  which  State  the  grand- 
father, James  Braman,  was  also  a native.  When 
our  subject  was  a lad  of  fourteen  vears  his  parents 
with  their  six  children  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
and  located  on  the  William  G.  Stanton  farm,  where 
they  remained  for  two  years.  The  father  then 
purchased  a farm  at  what  was  known  as  Indian 
Orchard,  on  the  Hawley  road  near  Honesdale,  and 
there  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days,  both  dy- 
ing upon  that  place  in  i860.  The  children  of  the 
family  were  all  born  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
were  as  follows : ( 1 ) Maria  wedded  W.  L.  Case 
and  lived  on  a farm  in  Wayne  county,  where  she 
died  in  1894,  leaving  one  son,  John,  still  a resident 
of  Wayne  county.  (2)  Margaret  is  the  widow 
of  Daniel  Gore,  a native  of  Germany,  and  resides  at 
Factoryville,  Penn.  Her  children  are  Annie,  Hattie, 
and  Hosea.  (3)  Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  John  S. 
Garret,  of  Wavne  countv,  and  makes  her  home  at  In- 
dian Orchard.  She  has  five  children,  Henry,  Nelson 

W.,  Katie,  Effie  and  Lizzie.  (4)  P.  L.  married  Betsv 
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Church,  of  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  and  they  live 
on  his  farm  at  Indian  Orchard,  near  Honesdale. 
They  have  two  daughters,  Adda  and  Maud.  (5) 
Nelson  married  Ida  Root,  of  Wayne  county  and  they 
now  live  at  Austin,  Potter  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  is 
employed  as  filer  in  large  sawmills  in  that  county. 
The)'-  have  three  daughters,  Sadie,  Nellie  and  Edith. 

Hamilton  Braman,  who  completes  the  family, 
attended  the  public  schools  and  assisted  in  the  work 
of  the  home  farm  until  he  grew  to  manhood.  On 
December  14,  1859,  he  married  Miss  Jane  C.  Comp- 
ton, of  Hawlev,  a daughter  of  David  and  Cynthia 
Compton,  well-to-do  and  highly  respected  citizens 
of  Wayne  county.  For  six  years  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Braman  made  his  home  upon  a part  of  his  fa- 
ther’s farm,  and  in  1866  removed  to  Honesdale, 
where  he  conducted  the  “Wayne  County  House”  for 
one  year.  While  living  on  the  farm  he  engaged  in 
freighting  between  Narrowsburg  and  Honesdale  for 
four  and  a half  years,  and  on  quitting  the  hotel 
business  followed  lumbering  five  miles  from  Equi- 
nunk,  for  the  firm  of  Holbert  & Branning,  for  two 
years.  Subsequently,  for  the  same  length  of  time, 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  at  High 
Lake.  In  the  fall  of  1869  he  and  his  brother  pur- 
chased the  sawmill  and  325  acres  of  timber  land  of 
Moses  T.  Young.  With  Isaac  Parmenter  as  a 
partner  they  carried  on  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Parmenter  & Braman  until  1879,  when  he 
and  his  brother  Nelson  purchased  Mr.  Parmenter’s 
interest,  continuing  operations  under  the  style  of  H. 
& N.  S.  Braman  until  1885,  in  which  year  our  sub- 
ject bought  his  brother’s  interest  in  the  business. 
With  his  son  Orman  H.  he  erected  a large  brush 
handle  and  block  manufactory  in  1880,  and  they  now 
have  one  of  the  largest  plants  of  the  kind  in  Wayne 
county,  shipping  their  manufactured  goods  to  Bal- 
timore, New  York,  Boston,  Chicago,  Philadelphia 
and  other  points  throughout  the  United  States. 
They  also  own  and  operate  a sawmill  and  feed  mill. 
In  connection  with  this  property  Mr.  Braman  owns 
a good  farm  adjoining  his  mill  and  home. 

Children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bra- 
man as  follows  : (1)  Wallace,  born  in  Wayne  coun- 

ty, in  May,  1862,  died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  (2) 
Zelma  E.,  born  at  Indian  Orchard,  in  June,  1864,  Is 
now  the  wife  of  D.  M.  Stalker-,  a farmer  of  Man- 
chester township,  Wayne  county,  and  has  three  sons, 
Reuben,  Gale  and  Orman  C.  (3)  Orman  H.,  born  at 
the  present  home  of  the  family  January  3,  1872,  re- 
ceived a good  public-school  education  which  has 
well  fitted  him  for  an  active  business  life,  and  for 
some  years  he  has  been  associated  with  his  father 
in  his  industrial  interests,  as  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Braman  & Son.  He  has  acquired  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business,  which  he  now  controls, 
and  is  meeting  with  excellent  success.  He  is  at  pres- 
ent serving  as  postmaster  of  Braman.  (4)  Carrie 
J.,  born  in  April,  1874,  married  Abram  Galloway, 
of  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  and  they  reside  on  his  farm. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Eva.  (5)  Marvin  L.r 
born  June  20,  1878,  is  still  attending  school. 
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Mr.  Braman’s  ancestors  were  supporters  of  the 
Whig  party,  and  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Re- 
publican organization,  taking  an  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  local  political  affairs.  He  has  most 
creditably  served  as  supervisor  of  his  township  for 
seventeen  years,  was  auditor  three  years,  and  in 
1882  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Braman,  a posi- 
tion he  acceptably  filled  for  thirteen  consecutive  years. 
His  wife  is  an  ardent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  contributes  quite  liberally 
to  its  support.  His  business  and  private  life  are 
alike  above  reproacn,  and  he  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

WILLIAM  PENWARDEN.  The  title  of 
generals  of  finance  has  been  aptly  bestowed  upon 
those  men  who,  marshaling  the  peaceful  hosts  of  in- 
dustry, conquer  new  realms  of  commerce  and  widen 
the  reach  of  business  activity.  Of  this  class  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  a notable  representative,  his 
financial  operations  assuming  breadth  and  scope 
which  indicate  the  determination,  persistence,  sound 
judgment  and  power  of  combination  which  distin- 
guish the  born  leader  of  men.  Starting  out  in  life 
for  himself,  in  moderate  circumstances,  he  has  made 
his  way  to  the  front  rank  in  business  affairs,  and  this 
success  is  made  still  more  emphatic  by  the  broad 
and  generous  interest  that  he  has  shown  in  all  that 
concerns  good  citizenship. 

Samuel  Penwarden,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  near  Parwitte,  Devonshire, 
England,  where  the  grandfather,  Samuel  Penwar- 
den, Sr.,  spent  his  entire  life.  The  former  married 
Johanna  Chubb,  and  in  .1830  they  emigrated  to 
America,  locating  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  purchased  new  land,  during  the  de- 
velopment of  which  they  experienced  all  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  incident  to  pioneer  life.  In  1868 
Mr.  Penwarden  gave  up  his  farm  and  came  to  live 
with  William  Penwarden,  and  he  passed  away  at 
Prompton.  Wayne  county,  in  August,  1885.  Three 
of  his  eight  sons  were  born  in  England,  the  others 
in  this  country.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest;  Simon, 
a railroad  employe,  died  in  1888  ; Walter,  a carpenter 
in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co., 
died  in  1884;  Samuel  (deceased)  was  for  thirty 
years  in  the  employ  of  that  company,  and  was  con- 
ductor on  the  Gravity  railroad  for  twenty  years ; 
John  was  a farmer  of  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
county,  but  after  the  death  of  his  wife  removed  to 
Honesdale ; George  is  cashier  for  the  Pratt  Oil  Co., 
at  New  York  City;  James  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years  ; and  Richard  J.  is  a resident  of  Honesdale. 

William  Penwarden,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  born  September  23,  1823,  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  and  when  a child  of  seven  years  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the  New 
World.  The  only  education  he  obtained  was  such 
as  the  district  schools  of  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
county,  afforded  at  that  early  day.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  began  his  business  career  threshing 
grain  by  hand  on  shares,  for  one  year  drove  team 


for  Henry  Bunnell  for  $13  per  month,  and  then  ran 
his  sawmill  for  nine  years,  receiving  56  cents  per 
hundred.  In  1856,  in  company  with  Henry  Bunnell, 
he  purchased  a large  tract  of  woodland  in  Oregon 
township,  erected  a sawmill  thereon,  but  after  engag- 
ing in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  together  for  some 
time  Mr.  Penwarden  purchased  his  partner’s  inter- 
est, giving  $20,000  for  the  same,  and  successfully 
carried  on  business  alone.  He  is  now  one  of  the 
heaviest  land  owners  in  Wayne  county,  having 
1,000  acres  in  Oregon,  500  in  Damascus,  and  200  in 
Berlin  townships,  besides  having  bought,  taken  off 
the  timber  and  sold  over  1,000  acres  more.  When 
he  first  began  as  a lumberman  he  sawed  some  2,000,- 
000  feet  of  hemlock  and  hardwood  timber  annually, 
but  of  late  years  700,000  feet  has  been  considered 
very  good  for  one  season,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
lumbering  was  a little  dull,  and  he  wanted  to  save 
the  lumber  for  the  present  time.  Besides  his  mill 
property  Mr.  Penwarden  also  owns  a woodenware 
factory  in  Honesdale,  which  he  purchased  in  1887, 
at  a cost  of  $15,000.  His  brother  Richard  is  now 
business  manager  of  the  factory,  where  employment 
is  furnished  twenty-five  men  all  the  year  round.  Our 
subject  himself  oversees  the  operation  of  his  model 
farm  in  Oregon  township,  which  comprises  300 
acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation.  LTpon  the  place  is  the  largest  barn  to 
be  found  in  Wayne  county,  easily  accommodating 
seventy  head  of  stock.  Most  of  his  stock  is  market- 
ed at  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  some  at  Jersey  City,  New 
Jersey. 

In  Berlin  township,  February  26,  1854,  Mr. 
Penwarden  was  married,  by  Rev.  James  Stalbert,  to 
Miss  Olive  De  Pew.  She  was  born  In  Madisonville, 
Penn.,  December  4,  1832,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Abigail  (Rice)  De  Pew,  and  granddaughter  of  Levi 
and  Rachel  (Walker)  De  Pew,  natives  of  Holland. 
Her  father  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  but  in  early  life 
came  to  Pennsylvania,  and  was  married  in  Provi- 
dence, this  State.  He  spent  his  remaining  years 
as  a farmer  near  Madisonville.  His  children  were 
Lucinda,  who  died  in  childhood ; Mahala,  who  mar- 
ried L.  Schoonover  (by  whom  she  reared  a large 
family),  and  died  in  1886;  Merritt,  who  died  at 
Madisonville,  in  1837;  Jane  (deceased),  who  became 
the  wife  of  the  late  Elder  Stalbird,  a Baptist  minis- 
ter; Levi,  who  died  from  the  effects  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  the  battle  of  Newbern,  N.  C.,  during  the 
Civil  war;  Olive,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Simeon, 
who  died  in  childhood ; Silas,  a resident  of  Madison- 
ville, and  William,  who  died  when  thirty  years  of 
age. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penwarden 
are  as  follows : Leroy,  born  November  24,  1854,  is 

married,  and  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  Helen 
and  Raymond,  lives  in  Chicago,  111. ; Charles  L., 
born  Jaunary  18,  1857,  is  married  and  lives  in  Los 
Angeles,  Cal. ; he  married  Bell  Williams,  of  Kan- 
sas, and  has  three  children,  Oretta,  Mabel  and  Earl. 
Levi,  born  November  22,  1859,  is  a resident  of 
Honesdale,  Penn.;  he  married  Lizzie  Rogers,  of 
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Honesdale,  and  lias  two  children,  Grace  and  May. 
Edvenna  A.,  born  September  15,  1863,  is  the  wife  of 
Frederick  liryant,  of  Honesdale,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Pearl,  Olive  and  Flora.  Richard  Willis,  born 
March  25,  1867,  lives  in  Honesdale;  his  wife  was 
Kate  Mills.  Elmer  Darwin,  born  June  7,  1869, 
married  Miss  Lottie  Riefler,  a daughter  of  John 
Riefler,  of  Honesdale,  and  with  his  wife  and  child, 
Catherine  Olive,  lives  in  Oregon  township.  To 
each  of  his  children  Mr.  Penwarden  has  given  $5,000 
as  a start  in  life.  The  first  money  he  himself  earned 
amounted  to  $60,  which  he  gave  to  his  father  to  ap- 
ply on  the  home  place,  and  then  commenced  to  lay 
the  foundation  for  the  large  property  he  has  accumu- 
lated by  his  own  unaided  efforts.  He  is  now  build- 
ing an  acid  factory  near  his  home,  and  a gristmill 
near  Honesdale. 

At  Rational  elections  Mr.  Penwarden  always 
casts  his  ballot  in  favor  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
has  held  several  offices  in  his  township,  serving  as 
school  director  many  years,  and  also  as  supervisor 
and  auditor.  In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Carley  Brook  he  and  his  family  hold  membership, 
and  he  is  now  serving  as  trustee.  As  a man  of  in- 
fluence, public  spirit  and  liberal  ideas,  this  brief  rec- 
ord of  his  history  will  be  more  than  ordinarily  inter- 
esting- to  those  who  are  identified  in  any  way  with 
the  business  or  industrial  interests  of  Wayne  county. 

\\  ILLIAM  HENRY  (deceased)  is  well  re- 
membered as  one  of  the  worthy  and  honored  citi- 
zens of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  carried  on  operations  as  an  agriculturist  for 
thirty  years.  He  was  a native  of  the  county,  born 
in  Pocono  township,  in  1819,  and  was  a son  of 
Arthur  and  Sarah  (Poston)  Henry,  who  belonged 
to  old  and  prominent  families  of  the  county.  The 
father,  who  followed  farming  throughout  life,  died 
at  his  home  in  Pocono  township  when  our  subject 
was  seven  years  old,  and  the  son  was  then  reared 
by  his  uncle,  William  Poston.  His  educational 
privileges  were  very  meager  as  the  schools  of  those 
days  were  few  and  far  apart. 

In  August,  1851,  Mr.  Henry  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Beaker,  a daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Anthony)  Beaker,  well  known  farming  people  of 
Jackson  township,  Monroe  county,  where  they  died 
in  1884  and  1886  respectively.  They  reared  a 
large  family  of  children  who  are  still  residents  of 
the  county : George  and  Henry  live  in  Reeders ; 
Felix  in  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; Sarah,  the  wife 
of  Adam  Bender,  resides  at  Stevensville,  Penn. ; 
Emma,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Singer,  makes  her  home 
in  Gouldsboro,  Penn. ; and  Elizabeth  is  the  widow 
of  our  subject. 

For  eight  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Henrv 
made  his  home  in  Henryville,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming,  and  in  i860  purchased  100  acres  of 
wild  land  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
railroad,  in  Paradise  township,  where  he  and  his 
wife  commenced  life  in  the  woods.  He  cleared 
and  improved  a large  farm,  erected  thereon  a good 


house  and  barn,  and  made  many  other  useful  and 
valuable  improvements,  which  converted  it  into  an 
attractive  home.  He  led  a life  of  honest  toil,  was 
upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  and  made 
many  warm  friends  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lived.  Politically  he  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  died  in  April,  1890,  and  his  death  was 
widely  and  deeply  mourned.  Being  quite  well- 
to-do  he  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  the  support 
of  all  enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  moral, 
intellectual  or  material  welfare  of  his  township  and 
county.  Mrs.  Henry  is  also  a devout  Christian,  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  reared  her  children  in  that  faith. 

To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living : ( 1 ) Emma,  born  at  Hen- 
ryville, died  when  a young  woman.  (2)  Arthur, 
born  on  the  present  farm  of  his  mother,  in  Para- 
dise township,'  in  1865,  was  a promising  young 
man  who  died  in  early  life.  (3)  Horace,  born  in 
1872,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  (4)  Anna 
E.,  born  in  1854,  received  a public-school  educa- 
tion, and  is  now  the  wife  of  William  Lake,  an  en- 
gineer on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
railroad  residing  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J. ; they  have 
one  daughter,  Lizzie  May.  (5)  Malan,  born  in 
1856,  married  Nora  Blitts,  who  died  at  their  home 
in  Canadensis,  Monroe  county,  in  1893,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Anna,  who  now  lives  with  her  grand- 
mother Henry.  (6)  Georgiana,  born  in  Paradise 
township,  in  i860,  married  Luther  Seebring,  of 
Barrett  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  died 
in  1890,  leaving  his  wife  with  three  daughters, 
namely,  Laura  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Nixon, 
of  Dover,  N.  J. ; Jennie  and  Lulu.  (7)  Sanford, 
born  in  May,  1868,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  received  a public-school  education.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  he  took  charge  of  the  place, 
which  he  has  since  successfully  managed  for  his 
mother.  In  1896  he  married  Susanna  Buck,  a 
daughter  of  Bernard  Buck,  of  Paradise  township, 
and  they  have  a daughter,  Florence  Ellen. 

FRANK  H.  SMITH,  a prominent  resident  of 
East  Stroudsburg,  was  born  August  19,  1832,  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and  is 
a member  of  an  old  pioneer  family.  John  Smith,  his 
great-grandfather,  came  from  Holland  at  an  early 
day  and  made  his  home  near  Bushkill,  near  the  pres- 
ent border  line  between  Pike  and  Monroe  counties, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  a burial  plot  about  one 
mile  above  Bushkill,  on  the  bank  of  a small  stream 
(the  ground  is  now  farmed  over)  ; his  wife  died  at 
Mt.  Bethel,  and  was  buried  there.  He  left  a large 
family  of  children,  among  whom  was  a son  Isaac. 

Isaac  Smith,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  near  Bushkill,  and  lived  in  that  vicinity  all  his 
life ; by  profession  he  was  a lumberman  and  farmer. 
He  married  Catherine  Arnst,  and  they  each  lived  to 
the  age  of  seventy  vears,  and  were  buried  at  Cool- 
baughs  cemetery.  Their  children  were:  John,  father 
of  our  subject;  Catherie,  who  married  Elias  La- 
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Bar,  and  resided  near  Bushkill  (both  are  deceased)  ; 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  Charles  Huffman,  of  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county;  George,  who  settled  in 
Michigan,  and  of  whom  nothing  definite  is  now 
known;  Sarah,  who  married  Joseph  Ace,  of  Wyom- 
ing county,  Penn., now  deceased  and  buried  at  Tunk- 
hannock,  Wyoming  county;  Peter,  who  settled  in 
Pike  county,  near  Dingmans,  died  there  and  was  in- 
terred in  Dingmans  cemetery ; Louise,  widow  of 
Peter  Huffman,  of  Smithfield ; and  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Anthony  Friend,  of  Orange  county,  New 
York. 

John  Smith,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  De- 
cember 29,  1807,  and  died  October  13,  1867.  He 
was  a self-made  man,  beginning  his  successful  busi- 
ness career  on  one  hundred  dollars  borrowed  from  a 
bank,  on  the  first  and  last  note  ever  signed  by  him. 
By  trade  he  was  a blacksmith,  and  in  early  manhood 
he  followed  that  line  of  work  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing, the  iron  work  on  the  first  bridge  across  the  Dela- 
ware at  Dingmans  Ferry  being  his  work.  Politically 
he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Presbyterian.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Elizabeth  Hankinson,  was  born  March  12,  1807,  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  died  May  12,  1878;  she 
was  buried  beside  her  husband  in  Stroudsburg  ceme- 
tery. Of  their  three  children,  Frank  H.,  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  eldest;  George  H.,  who  was  connected 
with  the  army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  Civil  war, 
died  in  Newbern,  N.  C.,  in  1863;  Martha,  who  mar- 
ried Frank  C.  Bunnell,  now  resides  with  our  subject. 

During  his  boyhood  Frank  H.  Smith  attended 
the  common  schools  near  his  home,  and  Wyoming 
Seminary,  Kingston,  Penn.,  being  the  first  student 
from  Monroe  county  to  enter  the  latter  institution. 
For  several  years  he  taught  in  the  district  schools  of 
this  State.  In  the  spring  of  1855  he  went  to  Iowa 
prospecting,  and  there  entered  the  employ  of  Senator 
Trumbull  as  surveyor  and  agent  to  buy  and  sell  land, 
continuing  with  him  some  two  years.  At  that  time 
there  was  not  a foot  of  railroad  in  the  State,  and  he 
made  the  preliminary  survey  for  the  Cedar  Valley 
road.  After  commencing  on  his  own  account,  he 
speculated  in  land  and  helped  to  develop  many  new 
settlements,  this  business  proving  very  profitable ; 
for  a while  he  made  his  headquarters  at  Camp  Creek, 
Blackhawk  county.  Later  he  conducted  a general 
mercantile  business  in  Chickasaw  county,  and  con- 
tinued same  until  1863,  meantime  spending  one  win- 
ter at  home.  He  returned  east  in  the  year  men- 
tioned on  account  of  the  death  of  his  brother  and 
illness  of  his  father,  and  here  he  has  since  remained, 
though  he  still  has  interests  in  Iowa.  Here  he  com- 
menced farming",  taking  his  father’s  place,  which  he 
still  owns,  having  bought  it  in  1870,  and  he  made  his 
home  there  until  the  fall  of  1894,  when  he  removed 
to  his  present  residence  in  East  Stroudsburg.  How- 
ever, he  has  been  prominent  in  financial  circles  in 
the  town  since  1882,  when  he  helped  to  organize  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Stroudsburg,  of  which  he 
was  chosen  vice-president.  He  held  that  office  until 


1884,  when  he  was  elected  president,  and  he  has  re- 
mained at  the  head  of  the  institution  ever  since. 

Jn  1892  Mr.  Smith  bought  up  the  franchise  and 
equipment  of  the  old  horse-car  line  in  operation  be- 
tween Stroudsburg  and  the  railway  depot  at  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  re-organized  same,  the  stock  being 
principally  owned  by  Mr.  Smith,  I.  S.  Case  and 
George  C.  Adams.  It  was  their  intention  to  adopt 
electricity  and  run  the  line  according  to  modern 
methods,  but  as  the  charter  did  not  provide  for  elec- 
tricity as  the  motive  force,  and  the  property  owners 
along  the  line  objected  strenuously  to  the  change,  the 
plan  was  defeated  and  steam  has  been  used,  though 
Mr.  Smith  still  has  hopes  of  seeing  his  original  plan 
carried  out.  Our  subject  is  president,  and  his  son 
the  superintendent  of  the  road.  In  addition  to  these 
enterprises  he  is  interested  in  the  State  Normal 
School  at  East  Stroudsburg,  in  which  he  is  a stock- 
holder and  one  of  the  trustees,  and  he  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  establishine  the  silk-mill,  pail  factory 
and  knitting  mills,  though  not  financially  interested. 
In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a Democrat,  and  he  and  his 
family  take  an  active  part  in  religious  work  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  February,  1856,  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss 
Mary  Brown,  who  was  born  in  1835  in  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Mercy  (Hallock)  Brown,  and  five  children  have 
blessed  the  union : ( 1 ) Louis,  a physician  at  Bush- 

kill,  took  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at  the  University  of 
New  York,  and  has  since  completed  a post-graduate 
course.  (2)  Nellie  married  John  Albertson,  of 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  residing  near  the  Delaware, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Frank  and  Mary.  (3) 
Edward  is  superintendent  of  the  Stroudsburg  Pas- 
senger railroad,  of  which  his  father  is  president. 
(4)  May,  a graduate  of  the  Model  School  at  Tren- 
ton, N.  J.,  is  at  home.  She  taught  school  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  and  is  now  clerk  in  the  First  National 
Bank.  (5)  George  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 


W.  A.  MILLER,  M.  D.,  is  an  eminent  and  suc- 
cessful physician  of  Tannersville,  Monroe  county, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Schuylkill  county,  Penn., 
September  27,  1852.  His  father,  Joseph  Miller,  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  same  county,  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Berks  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
subsequently  married  Miss  Mary  Ritter,  a daughter 

of  Frederick  and  (Stroser)  Ritter.  Her 

father  was  born  in  Germany  and  in  early  life  emi- 
grated to  America,  locating  in  Berks  county,  as  a 
farmer,  and  there  reared  his  family. 

Joseph  Miller,  Sr.,  learned  the  shoemaker’s 
trade,  and  followed  the  same  for  some  time  in  Berks 
county,  but  finally  moved  to  Schuylkill  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  lumbering  and  conducting  a 
boarding  house.  He  entered  the  service  of  the 
Reading  Railroad  Company  as  section  foreman,  and 
was  promoted  to  superintendent  of  a division  of  the 
same  line.  During  this  time  he  owned  a half-inter- 
est m a general  merchandise  store  at  Middleport, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Penn.,  and  afterward  bought  out  his 
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partner,  carrying  on  the  business  for  thirty-seven 
years  alone  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1877. 
His  children  were  Seth  and  John  Frederick,  who 
died  of  diphtheria  when  young;  W.  A.,  our  subject; 
J.  E.,  a physician  and  dentist  of  Salina,  Kans.,  who 
married  Clara  S.  Gebhart,  and  has  two  children, 
Neva  M.  and  Helen  M. ; Amelia,  who  is  living  with 
our  subject;  Helen,  widow  of  J.  Dreibelbis,  and  a 
resident  of  Allentown,  Penn. ; Cordelia,  wife  of 
Peter  Berger,  of  Montgomery  Station,  Lycoming 
Co.,  Penn. ; and  Sally  L.,  wife  of  Charles  Lutz,  of 
Steinsville,  Letiigh  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  Dr.  Miller  grew  to 
manhood,  acquired  his  literary  education  in  its  coun- 
try schools,  and  also  attended  the  Bloomsburg  State 
Normal  School.  He  began  business  life  as  a clerk 
in  his  father’s  store,  and  later  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Philadelphia  & Reading  Railroad  Company  for 
three  years.  On  leaving  that  employment  he  operat- 
ed his  father’s  farm  for  nine  years,  and  then  entered 
Tefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  April,  1888.  He  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  the  Censors  of  the  Medico 
Chirurgical  College  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Soon 
afterward  ne  came  to  Monroe  county  and  opened  an 
office  in  Tannersville,  where  his  thorough  knowledge 
of  medicine  and  skill  in  surgery  soon  won  for  him 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  in  consequence  a 
large  and  paying  practice  which  he  still  enjoys. 

At  Reading,  Penn.,  Dr.  Miller  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emma  L.  Wannemacher,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  four  children:  Anna  M., 

Nellie,  Ida  M.  and  Sarah  R.,  all  at  home.  In  re- 
ligious faith  the  Doctor  is  a Lutheran,  while  his 
wife  holds  membership  in  the  Reformed  Church. 
He  is  quite  prominent  socially,  and  is  a member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  Society  of  Tannersville.  Although 
his  father  is  a Republican,  and  he  was  reared  in  the 
doctrines  of  that  party,  he  is  to-day  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Democracy. 

GLTSTAVE  SMITH,  a leading  merchant  and 
citizen  of  Seelvville,  Texas  township,  Wayne  county, 
is  one  of  the  esteemed  self-made  men  of  the  com- 
munity where  he  has  made  his  way  from  the  bottom 
of  the  ladder  to  an  honorable  position  among  the 
prominent  and  valuable  men  of  the  county.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a native  of  Germany,  born  December  9, 
1838,  in  Wurtemberg,  of  which  kingdom  his  father, 
John  Frederick  Smith,  was  also  a native. 

John  Jacob  Smith, the  grandfather  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  these  lines,  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1781,  and  died  in  1855.  His  first  wife 
died  young,  when  their  son  John  F.  Smith  was  about 
fiveyearsold,leavingthree  children:  John  Frederick; 
Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Bozenhardt,  who  died  in  Germany, 
leaving  a family;  and  Mary,  Mrs.  Heldmeier,  who 
died  in  April,  1892.  For  his  second  wife  John 
Jacob  Smith  married  Hannah  Herter,  by  whom  he 
had  four  children,  namely : Andrew,  who  died  at 

the  age  of  nineteen  years ; Louis,  who  is  a butcher 


in  Germany ; Emily,  who  died  about  ten  years  ago ; 
and  Wilhelmina,  living  in  Germany. 

John  Frederick  Smith  was  born  April  1,  1810, 
in  Calw,  and  learned  his  father's  trade,  that  of  dyer, 
which  he  followed  in  the  Fatherland.  There  he 
married  Louisa  Iverner,  who  was  born  December  5, 
1814,  and  in  1847  they  came  to  the  United  States, 
the  year  afterward  settling  in  Honesdale,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  lived  until  1853,  hi  which 
year  they  removed  to  Seelyville.  After  coming  to 
this  country  Mr.  Smith  did  not  follow  his  trade,  but 
worked  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co.  in  various 
capacities  for  many  years,  spending  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  on  a farm  near  Seelyville.  He  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 
They  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their 
marriage  on  February  7,  1887,  and  lived  for  several 
years  afterward,  the  mother  dying  September  26, 
1891,  the  father  February  28,  1892.  Their  children 
were : Mary,  who  died  in  Germany  when  thirteen 

years  old;  Gustave,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines;  Frederick,  who  died  in  Honesdale  at  the  age 
of  nine  years;  Charles  H.,  who  is  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness at  Seelyville;  Fredrica,  who  died  on  the  ocean 
when  coming  over  with  her  parents ; and  the  young- 
est, Emily,  born  in  this  country,  who  died  in  infancy. 

When  the  family  came  to  the  United  States, 
Gustave  and  Mary  were  left  with  their  grandparents 
until  the  parents  had  a home  prepared  for  them,  but 
Mary  died,  as  above  stated,  in  1850.  In  1853  Gus- 
tave set  out  for  America,  sailing  May  11,  and  land- 
ing in  New  York  City  on  July  14,  after  a tedious 
voyage.  He  joined  his  parents  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
where  the  family  had  lived  about  a year,  and  as  soon 
as  possible  commenced  life  for  himself  in  the  New 
World,  becoming  an  employe  of  the  old  Birdsall 
Woolen  factory  at  Seelyville,  where  he  continued 
for  four  years  to  work  at  a meager  salary.  He 
then  worked  four  years  in  a sawmill,  following 
which  he  was  employed  for  a time  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  pocketbook- 
maker,  but  he  finally  returned  home  and  engaged  in 
milling,  having  charge  of  a sawmill,  until  1867.  On 
January  7,  of  that  year,  he  commenced  his  mercan- 
tile career  in  partnership  with  Henry  Hartung,  con- 
ducting a store  in  Seelyville,  and  five  years  later  he 
bought  out  Mr.  Hartung’s  interest  and  admitted  his 
brother  into  the  business,  the  firm  being  known  as 
G.  & C.  Smith.  In  1S76  they  added  lumbering, 
leasing  the  Seelyville  mill  and  owning  a mill  in 
Canaan  township.  They  bought  tracts  of  land  and 
timber,  manufacturing  and  selling  the  lumber,  the 
output  often  beingmore  than  one  and  one- half  million 
feet,  thus  necessitating  the  employing  of  a large 
force  of  men.  The  brothers  carried  on  the  estab- 
lishment together  until  December  6,  1891,  when 
Charles  H.  Smith  sold  his  interest  and  Gustave  be- 
came sole  proprietor  of  the  store,  continuing  thus 
until  January  1,  1896,  since-  which  time  his  son 
Charles  has  belonged  to  the  concern,  and  the  firm  is 
now  G.  Smith  & Son.  In  addition  to  their  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  the  firm  carries  on  a cheese  busi- 
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ness,  which  was  established  in  1894,  commencing 
on  a small  scale.  The  junior  partner,  Charles,  at- 
tends to  the  sales  on  the  road,  and  in  particular  to 
him  is  due  the  growth  of  that  line  of  the  business, 
he  having  given  it  his  undivided  attention,  so  that 
their  sales  have  nearly  doubled  each  successive  year. 
They  import  Swiss  cheese  largely,  direct  from  the 
creameries  in  Switzerland,  and  handle  fourteen  or 
fifteen  different  makes  of  cheese,  the  principal  lines, 
however,  being  imported  and  domestic  Swiss,  Brick, 
Limburger,  Muenster  and  Dairy  cheese.  In  the  fall 
of  1899  they  purchased  the  Aldenville  and  Haines 
cheese  factories,  in  Wayne  county,  which  are  being 
remodeled  for  the  manufacture  of  fancy  cheese,  and 
the  firm  being  thus  enabled  to  manufacture  their 
own  product  save  a large  amount  of  freight  paid  an- 
nually, besides  distributing  a handsome  amount  of 
money  to  the  surrounding  farmers. 

The  success  of  the  Smith  brothers  has  been  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  in  Wayne  county.  Com- 
mencing life  at  a meager  salary,  they  contrived,  by 
dint  of  economy  and  industrious  habits,  in  obtaining 
a start  in  business  in  a modest  way,  and  their  lives 
have  since  then  been  examples  of  steady  advance- 
ment and  progress.  Gustave  Smith  was  $2.50  in 
debt  when  he  arrived  in  Wayne  county,  and  his  first 
wages  in  the  woolen  mills  were  $1.50  per  week,  out 
of  which  he  had  to  board  himself.  But  the  deter- 
mined man  knows  no  obstacles  to  success,  and  with 
the  tireless  energy  and  thrift  characteristic  of  the 
Teutonic  race  he  continued  his  efforts  to  make  his 
way  in  the  world  until,  after  years  of  plodding,  he 
had  succeeded  in  establishing  himself  in  a prosper- 
ing and  profitable  business,  and  gained  the  esteem 
and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
He  is  everywhere  recognized  as  deserving  of  the  po- 
sition which  he  has  acquired,  and  is  respected  for  the 
part  he  has  taken  in  promoting  the  commercial  ac- 
tivity of  the  town  and  county  in  which  he  lives,  and 
the  public-spirited  interest  which  he  has  shown  in 
all  her  affairs. 

Though  the  greater  part  of  his  time  has  been  de- 
voted to  business,  Mr.  Smith  has  served  his  town 
and  county  in  different  capacities,  and  he  held  the 
position  of  postmaster  at  Seelyv'ille  for  a number  of 
)^ears.  It  was  through  his  influence  that  the  office 
was  established  here,  on  September  26,  1873,  when 
he  received  his  first  appointment,  under  President 
Grant,  and  though  the  office  at  that  time  was  an  ex- 
pense to  him,  he  patriotically  continued  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  town.  He  served  under  his  first  com- 
mission until  1885,  and  on  May  16,  1889,  was  re- 
appointed, this  time  holding  the  office  four  years. 
For  twenty-one  years  he  served  as  school  director, 
finally  resigning  this  office. 

On  January  10,  1867,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Germany 
December  6,  1844,  and  was  brought  to  America  by 
her  parents  when  only  six  months  old.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union,  as  follows : Charles, 

November  10,  1867:  Kate  M.,  April  15,  1870;  Lou- 
ise, December  16,  1871:  Henry,  February  9,  1874; 


John  Frederick,  September  26,  1875  ; Emma,  July 
28,  1877;  Gustave,  October  18,  1881.  The  eldest 
son,  Charles,  is  in  partnership  with  his  father.  He 
was  first  married  to  Margaret  List,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child,  Florence,  and  after  her  death  married 
Laura  Taylor,  of  Hancock,  N.  Y.  Kate  is  the  wife 
of  Reinhold  Schenk,  and  has  two  children,  Louis 
and  Rudolph.  Henry  is  engaged  in  his  father’s 
store.  In  1892  Mr.  Smith  and  his  daughter  Kate 
took  a trip  to  his  old  home  in  Germany,  leaving  in 
June  and  arriving  home  in  Seelyville  on  the  14th  of 
September.  They  made  the  return  journey  in  about 
eleven  days.  Their  three-months’  sojourn  in  the  old 
country  was  very  enjoyable,  and  Mr.  Smith  made 
many  pleasant  visits  to  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth. 

JOHN  BROCK,  deceased.  Cornishmen  have 
always  been  credited  with  shrewd  and  sound  judg- 
ment, and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  so  many  of  them 
have  sought  homes  in  this  favored  region  we  may 
find  strong  confirmation  of  the  theory.  They  form 
a most  desirable  class  of  citizens,  and  in  the  life  and 
character  of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  who  was 
a well-known  resident  of  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  the  excellent  qualities  of  the  race  are  strik- 
ingly  shown. 

Mr.  Brock’s  ancestors  have  long  been  identi- 
fied with  Cornwall,  England,  and  his  grandfather, 
William  Brock,  was  a life-long  resident  of  that 
locality,  for  many  years  engaging  in  boating  on  the 
seashore  and  in  supplying  sand  to  the  cities  near 
by.  He  had  two  sons,  Thomas,  who  died  in  Corn- 
wall, and  William  (2)  our  subject’s  father.  Will- 
iam Brock  (2)  was  born  and  reared  in  Cornwall,, 
but  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  where  he  and  his  wife,  Martha 
Hacker,  died  many  years  ago.  This  worthy  cou- 
ple had  six  children,  three  of  whom  came  to  Amer- 
ica : ( 1 ) William  grew  to  manhood  in  Cornwall, 
and  in  1840  emigrated  to  Canada,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  during  his  remaining  years. 
He  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Phillips,  also  a native 
of  Cornwall,  had  five  children — John,  who  now 
resides  in  Elkland,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  is  married 
and  has  one  son ; William,  also  a resident  of  Elk- 
land,  is  married  and  has  several  children ; George 
and  Richard  still  reside  in  Canada ; and  Elizabeth 
married  a Mr.  Mocumber,  of  Knoxville,  Tioga  Co., 
Penn.,  and  has  several  children.  (2)  Thomas,  who 
was  born  in  1829,  came  to  America  in  early  man- 
hood, and  for  some  years  resided  in  Canada,  where 
he  married  Miss  Jane  Soper.  Later  he  removed 
to  Honesclale,  where  he  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building,  and  he  now  resides  at  Knoxville,  Tioga 
Co.,  Penn.  They  have  had  seven  children — Emma, 
who  married  Daniel  Bonier,  of  Tioga  county,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Grace ; Thomas,  who  resides  at 
Cawanesque,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn. : William,  who  died 
in  April,  1898,  was  married  and  resided  at  Knox- 
ville; Martha;  Hattie;  Lillian;  and  Marv.  (3)  Ed- 
ward died  in  England.  (4)  John,  our  subject,  is 
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mentioned  more  fully  below.  (5)  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Billing-  and  died  in  England,  had  one 
son,  J.  W.,  now  a resident  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  married  and  settled 
in  Michigan.  (6)  Sarah  married  a Mr.  Granwell, 
of  Cornwall,  England,  where  they  still  reside. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  1832,  at  the  old  home 
in  Cornwall,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  emigrated 
to  Canada,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
remaining  about  three  years.  In  1853  he  came  to 
Honesdale,  where  he  found  employment  at  his  trade, 
and  in  1854  he  was  married  there  to  Miss  Catherine 
Swingle,  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
the  county.  She  was  reared  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Sharp- 
skeen,  of  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  county,  as  her  par- 
ents, John  and  Polly  Swingle,  died  during  her 
childhood.  After  marriage  Mr.  Brock  made  his 
home  in  Honesdale  for  one  year,  when  he  removed 
two  miles  south  of  the  city,  on  the  White  Mills 
road,  having  purchased  a tract  of  fifty  acres  of  for- 
est land.  There  he  cleared  a homestead,  his  first 
dwelling  being  a small  board  shanty  which  he  and 
his  family  occupied  during  the  early  years  of  strug- 
gle. As  time  passed  his  industry  brought  the  entire 
tract  under  cultivation,  and  he  made  many  substan- 
tial improvements,  including  good  stone  fence,  two 
commodious  barns,  and  a fine  two-story  residence 
built  in  1868.  He  made  a handsome  profit  on  the 
timber  from  the  place,  rafting  the  lumber  down  the 
Laekawaxen  and  Delaware  rivers,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  sons.  Mr.  Brock  was  progressive  in 
his  ideas,  and  was  always  in  sympathy  with  local 
improvement.  In  politics  be  was  a Republican, 
and  in  religious  faith  a Methodist,  he  and  his  wife 
being  leading  members  of  the  Church  at  Honesdale. 
At  one  time  be  was  affiliated  with  Freedom  Lodge 
No.  78,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Honesdale,  and  during  his 
long-  residence  in  the  county  he  won  a host  of 
friends.  He  passed  away  December  9,  1899. 

Of  the  five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brock, 
the  eldest,  (1)  Clark  E.,  born  in  March,  1855, 
received  a district-school  education,  and  in  early 
manhood  went  to  the  State  of  Texas,  where  he  spent 
four  years,  being  engaged  for  one  year  in  herding 
cattle.  On  his  return  home  he  worked  on  the  farm 
for  three  years,  and  then  went  to  Warren  county, 
Penn.,  but  he  now  resides  in  Kane,  McKean  county, 
this  State,  where  be  is  engaged  in  lumbering.  He 
was  married  in  Warren  county  to  Miss  Florence 
Hoyt,  and  they  have  had  six  children,  Martha, 
Mary,  Harry,  Bessie,  Fred  and  Earl.  (2)  Martha 
J.,  born  in  January,  1857,  at  the  present  homestead, 
was  educated  in  the  Honesdale  high  school,  and  was 
married  in  1882  to  Sidney  Cowell,  of  Carbondale. 
They  have  three  children.  Katie  H.  , Frank  and 
Maud.  (3)  John  L.,  born  in  September,  i860,  re- 
sides at  White  Mills,  where  he  is  employed  in  the 
glass  works.  He  married  Miss  Adelle  Compton,  of 
that  village,  and  they  have  had  four  daughters, 
Jennie,  Clara,  Ethel  and  Carlotta.  (4)  William 
E.,  born  in  January,  1862,  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  County.  He  mar- 


ried Miss  Mary  Toms,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they 
have  four  sons,  Floyd,  Earl,  Harold  and  Harmon. 
(5)  Sarah  A.,  born  in  July,  1869,  married  Harry 
Toms,  of  Tracyville,  Wayne  county,  who  is  em- 
ployed by  the  Penwarden  Manufacturing  Company 
at  that  place. 

MARCUS  M.  TREADWELL,  a distinguished 
and  popular  citizen  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  and 
the  present  district  attorney,  is  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  practicing  at  the  Wayne  County  Bar,  having 
that  mental  grasp  that  enables  him  to  quickly  dis- 
cover the  points  in  a case.  A man  of  sound  judg- 
ment, he  manages  his  cases  with  masterly  skill  and 
tact,  is  a logical  reasoner,  and  has  a ready  command 
of  English. 

Mr.  Treadwell  was  born  in  Ipswich,  Mass., 

■ September  17,  1842,  a son  of  Nathaniel  and  Emaline 
C.  (Jewett)  Treadwell,  also  natives  of  Ipswich,  and 
representatives  of  prominent  old  families  of  the  Bay 
State.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Capt.  Nathan- 
iel and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Treadwell,  always  made 
their  home  in  Ipswich.  The  grandfather,  who  was 
a sea  captain,  commanded  a vessel  during  the  war 
of  1812,  and  after  being  captured  by  the  British  in 
that  struggle  was  never  heard  from,  His  children 
were  Thomas,  a cabinet  maker ; Samuel,  a furniture 
dealer  and  real-estate  agent  in  Boston ; Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  Richardson,  who  died  in  Ipswich;  and  Na- 
thaniel, father  of  our  subject.  John  and  Susan 
(Martin)  Jewett,  the  maternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  also  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ipswich, 
where  the  former  engaged  in  farming.  Their  an- 
cestors were  from  England,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  the  “Mayflower.”  Both  the  Treadwell  and 
Jewett  families  were  well  represented  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  The  children  of  John  and  Susan 
(Martin)  Jewett  were:  Susan,  wife  of  Capt.  An- 

drew Tucker,  a sea  captain  ; Eliza,  wife  of  Augustus 
Walton,  a merchant  of  Salem,  Mass.;  Charles,  a 
farmer  of  Massachusetts ; Emaline  C.,  the  mother 
of  our  subject;  John  J.,  a boot  and  shoe  manufact- 
urer of  Massachusetts,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil 
war;  Martha  and  Mary  (twins),  of  whom  the 
former  is  the  widow  of  a Mr.  Griffing.  of  Glouces- 
ter, Mass.,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war,  the  lat- 
ter the  wife  of  Edward  Bennett,  a farmer  of  Maine ; 
and  Edward,  a boot  and  shoe  manufacturer  of  Sa- 
lem, Massachusetts. 

Nathaniel  Treadwell  (our  subject’s  father) 
was  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
boots  and  shoes  in  his  native  place,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  public-spirited  and  influential  citizens  of 
the  community.  In  early  life  he  was  a Democrat, 
later  became  a prominent  member  of  the  Know- 
Nothing  party,  and  on  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  joined  its  ranks,  voting  for  John  C. 
Fremont  in  1856.  A true  and  earnest  Christian 
gentleman,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  to  which  he  and  his  wife 
belonged.  He  died  in  1857,  aged  thirty-seven 
years,  and  was  buried  at  Ipswich ; Mrs  Treadwell 
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ness,  which  was  established  in  1894,  commencing 
on  a small  scale.  The  junior  partner,  Charles,  at- 
tends to  the  sales  on  the  road,  and  in  particular  to 
him  is  due  the  growth  of  that  line  of  the  business, 
he  having  given  it  his  undivided  attention,  so  that 
their  sales  have  nearly  doubled  each  successive  year. 
They  import  Swiss  cheese  largely,  direct  from  the 
creameries  in  Switzerland,  and  handle  fourteen  or 
fifteen  different  makes  of  cheese,  the  principal  lines, 
however,  being  imported  and  domestic  Swiss,  Brick, 
Limburger,  Muenster  and  Dairy  cheese.  In  the  fall 
of  1899  they  purchased  the  Aldenville  and  Haines 
cheese  factories,  in  Wayne  county,  which  are  being 
remodeled  for  the  manufacture  of  fancy  cheese,  and 
the  firm  being  thus  enabled  to  manufacture  their 
own  product  save  a large  amount  of  freight  paid  an- 
nually, besides  distributing  a handsome  amount  of 
money  to  the  surrounding  farmers. 

The  success  of  the  Smith  brothers  has  been  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  in  Wayne  county.  Com- 
mencing life  at  a meager  salary,  they  contrived,  by 
dint  of  economy  and  industrious  habits,  in  obtaining 
a start  in  business  in  a modest  way,  and  their  lives 
have  since  then  been  examples  of  steady  advance- 
ment and  progress.  Gustave  Smith  was  $2.50  in 
debt  when  lie  arrived  in  Wayne  county,  and  his  first 
wages  in  the  woolen  mills  were  $1.50  per  week,  out 
of  which  he  had  to  board  himself.  But  the  deter- 
mined man  knows  no  obstacles  to  success,  and  with 
the  tireless  energy  and  thrift  characteristic  of  the 
Teutonic  race  he  continued  his  efforts  to  make  his 
way  in  the  world  until,  after  years  of  plodding,  he 
had  succeeded  in  establishing  himself  in  a prosper- 
ing and  profitable  business,  and  gained  the  esteem 
and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
He  is  everywhere  recognized  as  deserving  of  the  po- 
sition which  he  has  acquired,  and  is  respected  for  the 
part  he  has  taken  in  promoting  the  commercial  ac- 
tivity of  the  town  and  county  in  which  he  lives,  and 
the  public-spirited  interest  which  he  has  shown  in 
all  her  affairs. 

Though  the  greater  part  of  his  time  has  been  de- 
voted to  business,  Mr.  Smith  has  served  his  town 
and  county  in  different  capacities,  and  he  held  the 
position  of  postmaster  at  Seelyv'ille  for  a number  of 
years.  It  was  through  his  influence  that  the  office 
was  established  here,  on  September  26,  1873,  when 
he  received  his  first  appointment,  under  President 
Grant,  and  though  the  office  at  that  time  was  an  ex- 
pense to  him,  he  patriotically  continued  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  town.  He  served  under  his  first  com- 
mission until  1885,  and  on  May  16,  1889,  was  re- 
appointed, this  time  holding  the  office  four  years. 
For  twenty-one  years  he  served  as  school  director, 
finally  resigning  this  office. 

On  January  10.  1867,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Germany 
December  6,  1844,  and  was  brought  to  America  by 
her  parents  when  only  six  months  old.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union,  as  follows : Charles, 

November  10,  1867:  Kate  M.,  April  15,  1870;  Lou- 
ise, December  16,  1871  ; Henrv,  February  9,  1874; 


John  Frederick,  September  26,  1875;  Emma,  July 
28,  1877;  Gustave,  October  18,  1881.  The  eldest 
son,  Charles,  is  in  partnership  with  his  father.  He 
was  first  married  to  Margaret  List,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child,  Florence,  and  after  her  death  married 
Laura  Taylor,  of  Hancock,  N.  Y.  Kate  is  the  wife 
of  Re'inhold  Schenk,  and  has  two  children,  Louis 
and  Rudolph.  Henry  is  engaged  in  his  father’s 
store.  In  1892  Mr.  Smith  and  his  daughter  Kate 
took  a trip  to  his  old  home  in  Germany,  leaving  in 
June  and  arriving  home  in  Seely ville  on  the  14th  of 
September.  They  made  the  return  journey  in  about 
eleven  days.  Their  three-months’  sojourn  in  the  old 
country  was  very  enjoyable,  and  Mr.  Smith  made 
many  pleasant  visits  to  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth. 

JOHN  BROCK,  deceased.  Cornishmen  have 
always  been  credited  with  shrewd  and  sound  judg- 
ment, and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  so  many  of  them 
have  sought  homes  in  this  favored  region  we  may 
find  strong  confirmation  of  the  theory.  They  form 
a most  desirable  class  of  citizens,  and  in  the  life  and 
character  of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  who  was 
a well-known  resident  of  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  the  excellent  qualities  of  the  race  are  strik- 
ingly shown. 

Mr.  Brock's  ancestors  have  long  been  identi- 
fied with  Cornwall,  England,  and  his  grandfather, 
William  Brock,  was  a life-long  resident  of  that 
locality,  for  many  years  engaging  in  boating  on  the 
seashore  and  in  supplying  sand  to  the  cities  near 
by.  He  had  two  sons,  Thomas,  who  died  in  Corn- 
wall, and  William  (2)  our  subject's  father.  Will- 
iam Brock  (2)  was  born  and  reared  in  Cornwall, 
but  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  where  he  and  his  wife,  Martha 
Hacker,  died  many  years  ago.  This  worthy  cou- 
ple had  six  children,  three  of  whom  came  to  Amer- 
ica : ( 1 ) William  grew  to  manhood  in  Cornwall, 
and  in  1840  emigrated  to  Canada,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  during  his  remaining  years. 
He  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Phillips,  also  a native 
of  Cornwall,  had  five  children — John,  who  now 
resides  in  Elkland,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  is  married 
and  has  one  son ; William,  also  a resident  of  Elk- 
land,  is  married  and  has  several  children ; George 
and  Richard  still  reside  in  Canada ; and  Elizabeth 
married  a Mr.  Mocumber,  of  Knoxville,  Tioga  Co., 
Penn.,  and  has  several  children.  (2)  Thomas,  who 
was  born  in  1829,  came  to  America  in  early  man- 
hood, and  for  some  years  resided  in  Canada,  where 
he  married  Miss  Jane  Soper.  Later  he  removed 
to  Honesdale,  where  he  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building,  and  he  now  resides  at  Knoxville,  Tioga 
Co.,  Penn.  They  have  had  seven  children — Emma, 
who  married  Daniel  Bonier,  of  Tioga  county,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Grace ; Thomas,  Avho  resides  at 
Cawanesque,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn. ; William,  who  died 
in  April,  1898,  was  married  and  resided  at  Knox- 
ville; Martha;  Hattie;  Lillian;  and  Marv.  (3)  Ed- 
ward died  in  England.  (4)  John,  our  subject,  is 
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mentioned  more  fully  below.  (5)  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Billing  and  died  in  England,  had  one 
son,  J.  W.,  now  a resident  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  married  and  settled 
in  Michigan.  (6)  Sarah  married  a Mr.  Granwell, 
of  Cornwall,  England,  where  they  still  reside. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1832,  at  the  old  home 
in  Cornwall,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  emigrated 
to  Canada,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
remaining  about  three  years.  In  1853  he  came  to 
Honesdale,  where  he  found  employment  at  his  trade, 
and  in  1854  he  was  married  there  to  Miss  Catherine 
Swingle,  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
the  county.  She  was  reared  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Sharp- 
skeen,  of  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  county,  as  her  par- 
ents, John  and  Polly  Swingle,  died  during  her 
childhood.  After  marriage  Mr.  Brock  made  his 
home  in  Honesdale  for  one  year,  when  he  removed 
two  miles  south  of  the  city,  on  the  White  Mills 
road,  having  purchased  a tract  of  fifty  acres  of  for- 
est land.  There  he  cleared  a homestead,  his  first 
dwelling  being  a small  board  shanty  which  he  and 
his  family  occupied  during  the  early  years  of  strug- 
gle. As  time  passed  his  industry  brought  the  entire 
tract  under  cultivation,  and  he  made  many  substan- 
tial improvements,  including  good  stone  fence,  two 
commodious  barns,  and  a fine  two-story  residence 
built  in  1868.  He  made  a handsome  profit  on  the 
timber  from  the  place,  rafting  the  lumber  down  the 
Lackawaxen  and  Delaware  rivers,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  sons.  Mr.  Brock  was  progressive  in 
his  ideas,  and  was  always  in  sympathy  with  local 
improvement.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican, 
and  in  religious  faith  a Methodist,  he  and  his  wife 
being  leading  members  of  the  Church  at  Honesdale. 
At  one  time  he  was  affiliated  with  Freedom  Lodge 
No.  78,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Honesdale,  and  during  his 
long-  residence  in  the  county  he  won  a host  of 
friends.  He  passed  away  December  9,  1899. 

Of  the  five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brock, 
the  eldest,  (1)  Clark  E.,  born  in  March,  1855, 
received  a district-school  education,  and  in  early 
manhood  went  to  the  State  of  Texas,  where  he  spent 
four  years,  being  engaged  for  one  year  in  herding 
cattle.  On  his  return  home  he  worked  on  the  farm 
for  three  years,  and  then  went  to  Warren  county, 
Penn.,  but  be  now  resides  in  Kane,  McKean  county, 
this  State,  where  he  is  engaged  in  lumbering.  He 
was  married  in  Warren  county  to  Miss  Florence 
Hoyt,  and  they  have  had  six  children.  Martha, 
Mary,  Harry,  Bessie,  Fred  and  Earl.  (2)  Martha 
J.,  born  in  January,  1857,  at  the  present  homestead, 
was  educated  in  the  Honesdale  high  school,  and  was 
married  in  1882  to  Sidney  Cowell,  of  Carbondale. 
They  have  three  children,  Katie  H.  , Frank  and 
Maud.  (3)  John  L.,  born  in  September,  i860,  re- 
sides at  White  Mills,  where  he  is  employed  in  the 
glass  works.  He  married  Miss  Adelle  Compton,  of 
that  village,  and  they  have  had  four  daughters, 
Jennie,  Clara,  Ethel  and  Carlotta.  (4)  William 
E.,  born  in  January,  1862,  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  County.  He  mar- 


ried Miss  Mary  Toms,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they 
have  four  sons,  Floyd,  Earl,  Harold  and  Harmon. 
(5)  Sarah  A.,  born  in  July,  1869,  married  Harry 
1 oms,  of  1 racyville,  Wayne  county,  who  is  em- 
ployed by  the  Penwarden  Manufacturing  Company 
at  that  place. 

MARCUS  M.  TREADWELL,  a distinguished 
and  popular  citizen  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  and 
the  present  district  attorney,  is  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  practicing  at  the  Wayne  County  Bar,  having 
that  mental  grasp  that  enables  him  to  quickly  dis- 
cover the  points  in  a case.  A man  of  sound  judg- 
ment, he  manages  his  cases  with  masterly  skill  and 
tact,  is  a logical  reasoner,  and  has  a ready  command 
of  English. 

Mr.  Treadwell  was  born  in  Ipswich,  Mass., 
September  17,  1842,  a son  of  Nathaniel  and  Emaline 
C.  (Jewett)  Treadwell,  also  natives  of  Ipswich,  and 
representatives  of  prominent  old  families  of  the  Bay 
State.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Capt.  Nathan- 
iel and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Treadwell,  always  made 
their  home  in  Ipswich.  The  grandfather,  who  was 
a sea  captain,  commanded  a vessel  during  the  war 
of  1812,  and  after  being  captured  by  the  British  in 
that  struggle  was  never  heard  from,  His  children 
were  Thomas,  a cabinet  maker ; Samuel,  a furniture 
dealer  and  real-estate  agent  in  Boston ; Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  Richardson,  who  died  in  Ipswich ; and  Na- 
thaniel, father  of  our  subject.  John  and  Susan 
(Martin)  Jewett,  the  maternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  also  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ipswich, 
where  the  former  engaged  in  farming.  Their  an- 
cestors were  from  England,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  the  “Mayflower.”  Both  the  Treadwell  and 
Jewett  families  were  well  represented  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  The  children  of  John  and  Susan 
(Martin)  Jewett  were:  Susan,  wife  of  Capt.  An- 

drew Tucker,  a sea  captain ; Eliza,  wife  of  Augustus 
Walton,  a merchant  of  Salem,  Mass. ; Charles,  a 
farmer  of  Massachusetts  ; Emaline  C,  the  mother 
of  our  subject;  John  J.,  a boot  and  shoe  manufact- 
urer of  Massachusetts,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil 
war;  Martha  and  Mary  (twins),  of  whom  the 
former  is  the  widow  of  a Mr.  Griffing,  of  Glouces- 
ter, Mass.,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war,  the  lat- 
ter the  wife  of  Edward  Bennett,  a farmer  of  Maine ; 
and  Edward,  a boot  and  shoe  manufacturer  of  Sa- 
lem, Massachusetts. 

Nathaniel  Treadwell  (our  subject's  father) 
was  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
boots  and  shoes  in  his  native  place,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  public-spirited  and  influential  citizens  of 
the  community.  In  early  life  he  was  a Democrat, 
later  became  a prominent  member  of  the  Know- 
Nothing  party,  and  on  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  joined  its  ranks,  voting  for  John  C. 
Fremont  in  1856.  A true  and  earnest  Christian 
gentleman,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  to  which  he  and  his  wife 
belonged.  He  died  in  1857,  aged  thirty-seven 
years,  and  wras  buried  at  Ipswich;  Mrs  Treadwell 
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is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  a resident 
of  Malden,  Mass.  The  children  born  to  them  were 
Marcus  M.,  of  this  sketch ; Henry  S.,  who  married 
Lydia  B.  Lord,  and  is  now  serving  as  postmaster 
of  South  Boston,  Mass. ; Emma  C.,  wife  of  Thadeus 
Griffing,  a coal  merchant  of  Gloucester,  Mass. ; Su- 
san E.  and  Della,  both  residents  of  Malden,  Mass. ; 
Mary  F.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Nathaniel  W.,  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business  at  Malden,  Mass. ; Edward 
D.  and  Arthur  J.  (twins),  of  whom  the  latter  died 
at  the  age  of  ten  years ; the  former  is  a civil  en- 
gineer in  Boston. 

Until  thirteen  years  of  age,  Marcus  M.  Tread- 
well attended  the  public  schools  of  Ipswich,  and 
then  worked  in  his  father’s  factory  until  the  latter’s 
death,  after  which  he  was  employed  in  the  postoffice 
at  Boston  until  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Like  his 
ancestors,  he  manifested  his  patriotism  by  enlisting 
in  the  service  of  his  country,  becoming  a private  in 
Capt.  N.  B.  Shurtliff’s  company,  the  12th  Mass.  V. 
L,  under  command  of  Col.  Fletcher  Webster,  son  of 
Daniel  Webster;  he  served  three  years,  and  was 
mustered  out  with  the  rank  of  quartermaster  ser- 
geant. After  receiving  his  discharge  he  joined 
Gen.  Grant’s  army,  and  remained  in  the  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Ipswich,  Mass.,  Mr. 
Treadwell  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  until  Au- 
gust, 1869,  and  was  then  in  the  service  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  Co.  for  a short  time.  Later  he  was  em- 
ployed as  bookkeeper  and  weighmaster  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Coal  Co.,  at  Hawdey,  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
until  1876,  when  he  took  charge  of  his  father-in- 
low’s  mercantile  establishment  at  that  place,  with 
which  he  was  connected  until  1889.  In  the  mean- 
time he  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1883, 
and  has  since  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession  with  good  success. 

Mr.  Treadwell  was  married  at  Hawley,  in  July, 
1875,  to  Miss  Josephine  Barker,  Rev.  Galpin,  a Pres- 
byterian minister,  officiating.  She  is  a daughter  of 
Levi  Barker,  who  erected  the  elegant  residence  in 
which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Treadwell  now  reside,  it  being 
the  finest  home  in  Wayne  county.  Here  hospitality 
reigns  supreme,  their  many  friends  always  being 
sure  of  a hearty  welcome.  Their  library  is  one  of 
the  best  and  largest  to  be  found  in  the  county.  For 
five  years  Mr.  Treadwell  has  served  as  school  di- 
rector in  Hawley;  in  November,  1893,  was  elected 
district  attorney;  and  in  the  fall  of  1896  was  re- 
elected for  a three-years’  term.  That  he  proved  a 
most  capable  and  popular  official  is  evidenced  by  his 
re-election.  He  is  a pleasant,  genial  and  polished 
gentleman,  of  high  social  qualities,  and  has  made  a 
host  of  warm  friends  and  acquaintances  in  his 
adopted  county.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  socially 
has  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  1878. 

EDWARD  E.  PIOOKER.  The  Pocono  moun- 
tain region  is  known  as  “the  sportsman’s  paradise,” 
and  its  beauty  was  first  made  known  by  the  anglers 


and  hunters  who  made  their  way  within  its  borders 
in  search  of  fish  and  game.  Its  attractions  now 
draw  crowds  of  visitors  annually,  and  one  of  the 
most  popular  of  the  summer  hotels  which  have  been 
built  there  is  the  “Pocono  Mountain  House,”  near 
the  village  of  Mt.  Pocono. 

Its  genial  and  enterprising  proprietor,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  among  the  first  to  realize  the 
advantages  of  the  locality,  and  in  1874  he  joined 
some  friends  in  the  purchase  of  a tract  of  400  acres 
at  Mt.  Pocono,  known  as  the  Jacob  Teel  estate. 
They  built  a club-house  for  their  own  use,  but  later 
Mr.  Hooker  bought  the  exclusive  title,  and  fitted 
the  place  up  as  a summer  resort.  The  buildings, 
which  will  accommodate  300  guests,  are  situated  on 
one  of  the  highest  eminences  in  the  locality,  and 
command  a charming  view.  Cottages  on  the 
grounds  afford  privacy  for  those  who  prefer  it,  and 
every  provision  is  made  for  the  comfort  and  enter- 
tainment of  the  guests.  Outdoor  amusements  are 
endless  in  variety,  the  trout  streams  of  the  neighbor- 
hood being  especially  noted,  and  while  the  well  find 
it  a delightful  resort  the  sick  are  no  less  pleased  to 
enjoy  the  salubrious  air,  hav  fever  sufferers  espec- 
ially experiencing  immediate  relief.  The  place  is 
easy  of  access,  hotel  stages  meeting  all  trains  at  the 
station,  and  a New  York  or  Philadelphia  business 
man  can  spend  his  spare  time  there  without  losing 
touch  with  affairs  in  the  city.  Not  the  least  of  the 
many  attractions  of  the  hotel  is  the  genial  and  hos- 
pitable influence  of  its  host  and  his  estimable  wife, 
whose  interest  in  the  welfare  of  their  guests  is  un- 
tiring. 

Mr.  Hooker  was  born  March  24,  1831,  in  Cort- 
land county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  family  has  been  prom- 
inent for  many  years.  He  is  a direct  descendant  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  and  has  in  his  possession  the 
old  Bible,  bearing  date  of  1582,  which  that  worthy 
ancestor  brought  to  this  country,  and  which  was  the 
first  Bible  preached  from  in  Connecticut ; it  was 
again  used  at  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniver- 
sary of  the  Church  of  which  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker 
was  pastor.  The  book  is  well  preserved.  The 
title-page  bears  the  imprint  of  Christopher  Barker, 
London,  1582.  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  was  born  in 
1586,  was  pastor  of  Christ  Church,  in  Marfield, 
Hertfordshire,  England,  and  came  to  New  England 
in  1632.  On  October  11,  1633,  he  established  the 
first  Church  at  Hartford,  Conn.  He  died  July  1, 
1641,  leaving  one  son,  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  who 
died  at  Farmington,  Conn.,  while  in  the  ministry. 
His  family  consisted  of  eleven  children : Thomas, 

Samuel,  William,  John,  James,  Roger,  Nathaniel, 
Mary,  Hezekiah,  Daniel  and  Sarah.  John,  the  next 
in  the  line  of  descent,  was  born  February  20,  1664. 
He  was  the  father  of  ten  children:  Hezekiah,  John, 
Abigail,  John  (2),  Abigail  (2),  Mary,  Sarah,  Jo- 
seph, Ruth  and  Roger.  Of  these,  Hezekiah  was 
born  October  14,  1688.  He  had  ten  children:  Heze- 
kiah, James,  Joseph,  Abigail,  Mary,  William  (the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject),  Jessie,  Eunice, 
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Asahel  and  Sarah.  William,  born  January  20, 
1729,  had  a family  of  fifteen  children:  Hezekiah, 

Eunice,  William,  Mary,  Increase  Mosely  (grand- 
father of  Edward  E.  ELooker),  Rachel,  Eunice  (2), 
Olive,  Josiah  C.,  Mary  (2),  Deborah  A.,  Timothy  J., 
John,  John  (2)  andCharissa.  Increase  Mosely  Hook- 
and  his  wife  Lois  settled  in  Cortland  county,  N.  Y., 
thence  in  1843  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  dying  September  10,  1849.  They  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Eliza,  John  H.,  Chellis  and  Harley 
(twins)  and  Sophia. 

John  H.  Hooker,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1791  in  Connecticut,  and  was  educated  in 
New  York  State.  He  became  a successful  business 
man,  and  engaged  in  many  lines  of  enterprise.  He 
purchased  large  tracts  of  land,  which  he  cleared  and 
brought  under  cultivation,  and  there  he  established 
dairies  and  cheese  factories,  the  product  being  sent 
to  Wew  York  City  markets.  He  also  owned  and 
operated  a large  woolen-mill  and  a flouring-mill ; 
but  after  many  years  of  uniform  success  a fire  caused 
him  a loss  of  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
leaving  him  much  embarrassed.  Having  managed 
to  save  about  eight  thousand  dollars  from  the  wreck, 
he  removed,  in  1843,  to  a farm  near  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.  His  wife,  Nancy  (Dunham),  who  was  born 
in  1793,  died,  in  1856,  and  Mr.  Hooker  passed  away 
in  1867.  Our  subject  is  one  in  a family  of  twelve 
children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  New  York  State: 
(1)  John  H.  engaged  in  business  in  New  York, 
and  died  in  early  manhood.  (2)  Eliza  married 
James  Sutton,  of  Deruyter,  N.  Y.  (3)  Sarah  mar- 
ried Dr.  Haverman,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  where 
both  died,  leaving  no  family.  (4)  Delia  married, 
for  her  first  husband,  Alanson  Crego,  a harness  man- 
ufacturer. and  they  settled  in  Rahway,  N.  J.,  where 
he  died  in  1850.  There  were  two  children  by  this 
union,  John  H.  and  Sarah  E.  For  her  second  hus- 
band Airs.  Crego  married  Francis  Sears,  of  Cort- 
land, N\  Y.,  a manufacturer  of  linseed  oil.  No 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage.  (5)  Samantha. 
(6)  Sophia  died  in  girlhood.  (7)  Sylvia  married 
Joseph  Beavers,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  where  he 
died,  and  she  now  resides  in  Brooklyn,  Ah  Y.  She 
has  one  daughter,  Eliza,  who  is  the  wife  of  George 
H.  Raymond,  of  Brooklyn.  (8)  Sophia  (2)  mar- 
ried George  W.  Bliss,  a merchant  of  Cortland,  Ah  Y., 
and  had  three  sons,  Charles  E.,  Henry  S.  and  George 
W.,  Jr.  (9)  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Isaac  M. 
See,  of  Brooklyn,  and  has  four  children,  Henry,  Ed- 
ward, Rudolph,  and  Mary  (who  married  William 
Bird,  of  Brooklyn) . ( 10)  Edward  E.  is  tenth  in  the 
order  of  birth.  ( 1 1 ) Henry  C.  married  Miss  Myra 
Bull'man,  of  Plainfield,  Ah  J.,  and  resides  at  Wash- 
ington, N.  J.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business.  He 
has  one  son  living,  John  S.  (12)  Emily  married 
John  H.  Tapping,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  and  has 
four  children  living,  Edward,  a business  man  of 
Milwaukee,  Wis. : Chester,  a resident  of  Boston; 
Sarah  : and  Marv. 

Our  subject  spent  much  of  his  early  life  in  and 


near  New  Brunswick,  Ah  J.,  where  he  received  a 
good  practical  education.  After  his  father  removed 
to  the  farm  they  turned  their  attention  to  fruit 
raising.  The  fruit  was  shipped  to  New  York  City, 
Albany,  Troy,  and  Boston,  and  as  the  farm  was  lo- 
cated in  an  extensive  fruit  belt,  our  subject  often 
sold  for  others  on  commission  besides  attending  to 
their  own  crop.  His  business  increased  yearly  un- 
til, while  still  a young  man,  he  became  one  of  the 
leading  commission  merchants  in  the  fruit  business 
in  New  York.  In  1849  he  was  employed  by  his 
brother-in-law,  Alanson  Crego,  as  manager  of  his 
large  wholesale  harness  manufactory,  and  Mr. 
Crego  dying  soon  afterward,  Mr.  Hooker  succeeded 
him  in  the  business  until  1861,  when  the  Civil  war 
broke  out,  and  he  lost  a large  share  of  his  business, 
which  was  mainly  connected  with  New  Orleans  and 
other  Southern  markets,  for  as  he  was  a Republican 
his  trade  was  boycotted  by  the  Southern  people.  He 
sold  out  at  great  loss,  and  then  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  military  equipments  for  the  government, 
furnishing  the  first  ten  thousand  bought  for  use  in 
the  Rebellion.  Later  he  removed  to  Trenton,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  for  five 
years,  and  since  that  time  his  attention  has  been 
given  chiefly  to  the  development  of  his  interests  at 
Mt.  Pocono,  whither  he  removed  in  1878  with  his 
family.  Mr.  Hooker  had  hunted  and  fished  in  this 
part  of  Pennsylvania  for  some  twenty  years  previous 
to  his  removal,  for  he  has  always  been  a great 
sportsman,  enjoying  thoroughly  the  pleasures  of  the 
rod  and  gun.  Our  subject  has  always  taken  a keen 
interest  in  politics,  and  since  1856,  when  he  voted 
for  John  C.  Fremont,  he  has  supported  the  Repub- 
lican ticket.  In  all  local  affairs  he  is  prominent, 
and  at  present  he  is  postmaster  at  Mt.  Pocono.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  a Presbyterian,  and  he  is  a lead- 
ing member  of  the  Church  at  Trenton,  with  which 
his  wife  also  united.  Fraternally,  he  belongs  to 
Mercer  Lodge  No.  20,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Trenton,  New 
Jersey. 

In  1854  Mr.  Hooker  married  Miss  Hannah  M. 
Manning,  daughter  of  Isaac  William  and  Christine 
(Sebring)  Manning,  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  and  of  the 
children  born  to  this  union  three  are  living:  (1) 

Mary,  born  in  Rahway,  N.  J.,  received  a fine  educa- 
tion in  the  Trenton  schools,  and  is  a bright,  scholarly 
young  lady  ; she  lives  at  home.  (2)  Emily,  born  at 
Rahway,  N.  J.,  was  educated  in  Trenton,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Mercien  Thomas,  one  of  the  leading 
architects  of  Brooklyn,  Ah  Y.  They  have  children, 
Edward,  Ruth,  Charles,  Emily  and  Mercien,  Jr.  (3) 
E.  E.  Hooker,  Jr.,  born  in  Trenton,  N.  J.,  in  1863, 
received  a classical  education  in  the  schools  of  New 
jersey.  Lie  is  unmarried  and  resides  at  home,  be- 
ing associated  with  his  father  in  business.  The 
mother  passed  away  March  14,  1899,  and  on  the 
Saturday  following,  March  18,  she  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Riverview  cemetery,  Trenton,  N.  J.  Services  were 
held  at  the  home  on  Friday,  attended  by  a large 
gathering  of  friends  who  held  Mrs.  Hooker  in  high 
esteem  for  her  many  virtues.  The  funeral  services 
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were  held  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Tren- 
ton, Rev.  Dr.  Studdiford  officiating,  and  were  very 
impressive. 

JOHN  YEISLEY,  one  of  the  well  and  favor- 
ably known  farmer  citizens  of  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  is  a native  of  same,  having-  been 
born  May  22,  1827,  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns 
and  carries  on,  and  the  Yeisleys  are  numbered 
among  the  pioneers  of  this  part  of  Monroe  county. 

Mr.  Yeisley’s  grandparents,  George  A.  and 
Christina  Yeislev,  were  of  German  parentage.  Dur- 
ing the  early  part  of  their  lives  they  resided  in 
Northampton  county,  Penn.,  and  in  1790  he  took  up 
the  tract  of  wild  land  in  Smithfield,  Monroe  county, 
which  has  ever  since  remained  in  the  family,  he  and 
his  wife  being  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  section. 
Mr.  Yeisley  made  the  first  improvements  on  this 
property,  building  a log  house  and  devoting  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  to  clearing  the  land,  which  was 
a veritable  wilderness  when  he  took  possession. 
As  prosperity  came  to  him  he  erected  a larger  dwell- 
ing, of  stone,  in  which  he  continued  to  live  until 
his  decease ; his  wife  survived  him  some  years,  dying 
in  1851.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
Jacob,  John,  Peter,  Nicholas,  Conrad,  Charlotte  and 
Christine.  Nicholas,  John  and  Conrad  moved  west, 
settling  in  Ohio.  The  daughters  both  married  and 
died  at  Easton  and  Pittston,  Pennsylvania,  respect- 
ively. 

Peter  Yeisley  was  born  in  1793  near  Easton, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  grew  to  manhood  in 
Smithfield,  Monroe  county,  and  after  his  marriage 
settled  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  had  been 
trained  to  agricultural  pursuits ; he  was  a lifelong- 
farmer,  and  after  taking  possession  of  the  property- 
lie  did  a large  amount  of  clearing  on  it,  working- 
hard  to  bring  it  under  a profitable  state  of  culti- 
vation. He  married  Catherine  Transue,  and  they 
had  a family  of  sixteen  children,  all  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity,  viz. : (T ) George,  born  in  1813  in  Smith- 
field,  was  first  married  to  Miss  Julia  Pipher,  of  the 
same  town,  who  died  leaving  t\yo  daughters,  Katie 
J.,  wife  of  Jacob  Halderman,  and  Mary,  who  died 
in  young  womanhood.  His  second  wife  was  Han- 
nah Nicholas;  no  children  -were  born  to  their 
union.  George  Yeisley  occupied  a part  of  the  old 
homestead,  and  died  there  in  1893.  (2)  Mary,  born 

in  1814,  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  Zimmerman,  of 
Smithfield,  and  died  leaving  four  children,  Samuel, 
Annas,  Sabina  and  Hiram.  (3)  Christina,  born 
in  1816,  married  John  Horfman,  and  thev  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  Andrew,  Catherine, 
Anna  Maria,  Theodore,  Charles,  George  and  Amzi. 

(4)  Elizabeth,  born  in  1817,  married  Aaron  Yetter, 
who  died  within  a short  time,  and  she  subsequently 
became  the  wife  of  John  Mechley,  of  Mpnroe.  By 
her  first  marriage  she  had  one  child,  James  C. 

(5)  Katherine,  born  in  1818,  married  Frederick 
Zimmerman.  (6)  Philip  married  Miss  Margaret 
Steel,  and  moved  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Lisbon,  that 
State.  They  have  three  children,  Horace,  Charles 


and  Alice.  (7)  Sarah,  born  in  1820,  married  Con- 
rad Ward,  and  they  made  their  home  in  Scranton, 
Penn.,  where  she  died.  She  left  seven  children, 
John,  Katie,  Mary,  Anna,  Ella,  Martha  and  Charles. 

(8)  Margaret,  born  in  1822,  married  Samuel  Posten, 
of  Price,  Monroe  county;  they  had  no  children. 

(9)  Julia,  born  in  1823,  died  in  young  womanhood. 

(10)  Theodore,  born  in  1824,  died  when  a young 
man.  (11)  Rachel,  born  in  1826,  became  the  wife 
of  George  Sayre,  of  Monroe  county,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased, and  she  makes  her  home  in  Stroudsburg. 
Her  family  consists  of  eight  children,  Miriam, 
Amanda,  Anna  M., Lawrence, David,  Daniel,  Henry, 
Sophia.  (12)  John  is  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch.  (13)  Susan,  born  in  1828,  married  Thomas 
Somers,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  they  resided  at 
Kingston,  where  she  died,  leaving  four  children, 
Arthur,  William,  Mary  and  Emma.  (14)  Jacob, 
born  in  1830,  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Sebring,  and 
they  reside  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  They  have  a 
family  of  eight  children,  George,  Andrew,  Emma, 
Ella,  Gilbert,  Ida,  Hattie  and  Eugene.  (15)  Anna, 
born  in  1832,  is  the  widow  of  James  Wallen,  of 
White  Haven,  Penn.  She  has  four  children, 
George,  Eleazer,  Charles  and  Sylvester.  ( 16) 
Sophia,  born  in  1835,  wqs  the  wife  of  Henry  Ward, 
of  Scranton,  Penn. ; three  daughters  survive  her, 
Addie,  Emma  and  Frances.  Peter  Yeisley  and  his 
wife  died  on  the  old  farm  in  Smithfield  in  1884,  and 
1875,  respectively..  They  were  consistent  members- 
of  the  Christian  Reformed  Church,  in  the  work 
of  which  they  took  an  active  interest,  giving  liberally 
of  their  means  toward  the  support  of  all  religious  en- 
terprises. They  contributed  toward  the  building 
of  the  first  Church  edifice  in  Monroe  county. 

During  his  boyhood  John  Yeisley  assisted  his 
father  on  the  home  place  in  the  summer  season,  and 
during  the  winters  attended  the  schools  in  vogue 
in  that  early  day,  receiving  such  education  as  was 
afforded  by  those  comparatively  primitive  insti- 
tutions of  learning.  When  a young  man  he  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some 
sixteen  years,  and  he  has  continued  to  use  his  knowl- 
edge of  this  craft  up  to  the  present  day  with  con- 
siderable saving  and  profit  to  himself  in  connection 
with  his  agricultural  pursuits.  After  his  first  mar- 
riage he  resided  in  Smithfield  until  1854.  when  he 
removed  to  Middle  Smithfield,  making  his  home 
in  that  township  until  1865,  in  which  year  he  re- 
turned to  his  old  home.  He  purchased  the  home- 
stead after  his  father’s  death,  and  here  he  has  since 
carried  on  farming  with  encouraging  success,  rank- 
ing among  the  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  the  town- 
ship. Mr.  Yeisley  is  universally  liked  for  his  many 
sterling  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  and  he  is  a 
representative  type  of  the  Christian  citizen,  kind  and 
cheerful  in  disposition  and  considerate  in  his  treat- 
ment of  all,  regardless  of  position.  His  integrity 
and  fairness  in  business  matters  are  above  reproach, 
and  he  has  the  esteem  and  good  wishes  of  all  who 
know  him  in  any  of  the  relations  of  life.  During* 
tlie  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  October,  1862,  in  the 
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Union  service  from  Monroe  county,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  C,  176th  P.  V.  I.,  received  an 
honorable  discharge  in  August,  1863,  and  was  com- 
mended by  his  officers  for  his  strict  attention  to  duty 
and  good  conduct. 

In  1850  Mr.  Yeisley  married  Miss  Susan  Arnst, 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  Arnst,  old  settlers 
of  Smithfield,  and  to  their  union  were  born  four 
children,  of  whom  we  give  a brief  record : Rev.  Wil- 
son Yeisley,  born  in  1851  in  Monroe  county,  re- 
ceived his  training  for  the  ministry  in  the  Muhlen- 
burg  College  and  Allentown  (Penn.)  Theological 
Seminary,  Philadelphia,  and  is  now  in  the  ministry 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  being  stationed  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Penn. ; he  married  Miss  Fanny  Roof, 
of  Jewett,  Ohio,-  and  they  have  three  children,  Paul 
W.,  Lucile  and  Ruth.  Frank  P.  Yeisley,  born 
in  1852,  married  Miss  Mary  Ross,  and  has  three  clfil- 
dren,  George,  Stewart  and  Lewis ; they  reside  in 
Smithfield.  Mary  Yeisley,  born  in  1855,  is  the  wife 
of  George  Newheart,  of  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and 
has  three  children,  John,  Maggie  and  Florence. 
Susan  Yeisley,  born  in  1857,  married  John  Hall,  of 
Price,  Monroe  county,  and  died  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Anna  (Mrs.  Perry  Turner,  of  Price)  and 
Wilson  (who  died  young).  The  mother  of  these 
died  in  Middle  Smithfield,  and  in  1859  Mr.  Yeisley 
wedded  her  sisfer,  Miss  Lucinda  Arnst.  She  passed 
away  on  the  old  Yeisley  homestead  in  1870,  widely 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  This 
marriage  was  also  blessed  with  four  children,  Aman- 
da, Anna,  Emma  and  Jeremiah.  The  eldest  daugh- 
ter, born  in  Middle  Smithfield  in  1859,  received  her 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  has  always 
lived  at  home.  Anna  Yeisley,  born  in  Middle 
Smithfield  in  1862,  attended  the  public  schools  in 
girlhood,  and  later  became  a student  in  the  Fair- 
view  Academy  and  the  Westchester  Normal  School, 
finally  taking  a course  in  Wood's  Business  College, 
at  Scranton,  Penn.  For  the  past  eighteen  years 
she  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  in  Monroe  county, 
and  she  ranks  among  the  most  successful  members 
of  her  profession  here,  her  culture  and  general 
learning  entitling  her  to  an  honored  place  among 
the  competent  educators.  She  is  thoroughly  in- 
formed on  current  literature  and  matters  of  gen- 


eral interest,  and  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  mem- 
bers of  the  cheerful  domestic  circle  for  which  the 
Yeisley  home  is  marked.  Miss  Yeisley  is  no  less 
interested  in  Church  and  Sabbath-school  work,  into 
which  she  enters  with  the  same  energy  and  success 
which  has  characterized  all  her  undertakings,  giv- 
ing liberally  of  her  time  and  means  to  religious  enter- 
prises. Emma  Yeisley,  born  in  1864,  married  Sam- 
uel Ruster,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  where  they  reside, 
Mr.  Ruster  working  in  the  car  shops  as  carpenter; 
they  have  two  children,  John  J.  and  Paul  W.  Jere- 
miah Yeisley  died  in  childhood.  In  1872  Mr.  Yeis- 
ley married  Miss  Elizabeth  Cramer,  of  Middle 
Smithfield,  whose  father,  John  Cramer,  was  born 
in  Germanv,  and  for  some  time  after  coming  to  the 


United  States  lived  in  Chester  county,  Penn.  He 
there  married  Miss  Mary  Thompkins, of  that  county. 
I hey  finally  removed  to  Monroe  county,  where 
they  both  died,  leaving  seven  children : Caroline, 

wife  of  J.  U.  Hilgert,  of  Tobyhanna,  Monroe  coun- 
ty; George,  of  Stroudsburg;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Yeis- 
ley; Mary,  Mrs.  E.  Cramer,  of  Monroe  county; 
John  and  James,  both  residing  in  East  Strouds- 
burg; and  Lemuel,  of  Tobyhanna.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Yeisley  and  family  are  all  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  Smithfield.  His  political  support  is 
given  to  the  Democratic  party,  in  whose  welfare  he 
takes  a deep  interest,  and  he  has  held  a number  of 
elective  offices,  though  he  has  never  been  a politician 
in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term.  Our  subject  was 
at  one  time  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

HON.  THEODORE  Y.  HOFFMAN,  associ- 
ate judge  of  Monroe  county,  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  being  the  first  Republican  ever  elected  to  the  po- 
sition in  that  stronghold  of  Democracy,  the  honor 
being  the  more  notable  from  the  fact  that  he  did  not 
spend  a cent  to  secure  his  election.  As,  a life-long 
resident  of  the  county,  his  sterling  qualities  of  char- 
acter are  well  known  and  his  supporters  are  to  be 
found  among  men  of  all  classes.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  identified  with  the  lumber  business  at 
East  Stroudsburg,  and  at  present  he  is  manager-in- 
chief of  the  extensive  operations  of  the  East 
■Stroudsburg  Lumber  Co.,  in  which  he  is  a stock- 
holder. 

Mr.  Hoffman  comes  of  thrifty  German  stock, 
and  is  a grandson  of  Peter  Hoffman,  an  early  set- 
tler in  Bucks  county,  who  came  from  Germany  at 
an  early  period  with  his  brother,  Philip,  at  which 
time  they  \Vere  middle-aged  men.  Peter,  who  was 
a carpenter  by  trade,  subsequently  made  his  home 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Monroe  county,  near  Shaw- 
nee, and  later  removed  to  a farm  near  Buttermilk 
Kails,  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  died  in  1861,  aged  seventy-six  years  and  seven 
months.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and 
his  wife,  Hannah  (Metzgar),  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years,  were  both  devout  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: John,  our  subject’s  father;  Philip;  Charles, 

a wheelwright  by  trade,  who  died  in  Monroe  county  ; 
Lewis,  who  died  in  childhood ; Peter,  a wheelwright, 
who  died  in  Monroe  county ; George,  a carpenter, 
at  Buttermilk  Falls;  and  Barbara,  deceased,  the  wife 
of  John  Fluff. 

Tohn  Hoffman,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Bucks  county  in  1813,  and  died  in  May,  1893. 
He  resided  about  half  a mile  from  Buttermilk  Falls, 
and  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  many  years. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  was  active  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church.  He  married  Miss  Christina  Yeisley,  who 
was  born  in  1815,  near  Buttermilk  Falls,  in  Smith- 
field  township,  and  died  in  1881,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children  : Andrew,  a farmer 

in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county;  Hannah, 
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wife  of  Samuel  H.  Halderman,  of  East  Strouds- 
burg-; Catherine,  wife  of  Thomas  Engle,  of  Blooms- 
bury, N.  J. ; Theodore  Y.,  our  subject;  George  Y., 
owner  of  a grocery  in  Scranton;  Charles  S.  and 
Amzi,  contractors  in  East  Stroudsburg;  and  Susan- 
nah, who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  Mrs. 
Christina  (Yeisley)  Hoffman,  the  mother  of  this 
family,  was  one  of  the  family  of  sixteen  children 
born  to  Peter  and  Catherine  (Transue)  Yeisley, 
viz. : George,  Philip,  John,  Jacob,  Theodore,  Eliza- 
beth, Margaret,  Christina,  Sarah,  Susan,  Anna, 
Rachel,  Sophia,  Mary,  Katherine,  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy.  Peter  Yeisley  was  a farmer,  after 
his  marriage  buying  the  place  on  which  he  and  his 
wife  passed  sixty  years  of  happy  wedded  ilfe.  He 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one,  surviving 
his  wife  several  years.  They  were  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  4,  1846,  in 
Monroe  county,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  near  his  home  and  in  the  high  school  at 
Water  Gap.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  in  East  Stroudsburg  and  vicinity 
for  some  eighteen  years,  after  which  he  became 
connected  with  a tannery  in  that  locality.  Later  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  his  present  lumber  business, 
which  was  continued  for  a time  under  the  firm  name 
of  Rhodes  & Hoffman  before  the  title  of  the  East 
Stroudsburg  Lumber  Co.  was  adopted.  They  own 
a large  planing-mill  at  East  Stroudsburg,  and  con- 
duct an  extensive  business,  Judge  Hoffman’s  energy 
and  acumen  being  leading  factors  in  their  success. 
He  has  always  been  an  ardent  Republican  in  political 
sentiment,  and  has  frequently  been  chosen  to  local 
offices,  including  those  of  borough  assessor,  school 
director,  city  councilman,  and  mayor,  serving  two 
terms  in  the  last  named  incumbency.  In  1897  he 
was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party  in  Monroe 
county  as  associate  judge,  and  elected,  taking  his 
seat  January  1,  1898.  Socially  he  and  his  family  are 
prominent,  and  he  is  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 

On  October  24,  1870,  Mr.  Hoffman  married 
Miss  Emeline  Kautz,  who  was  born  in  1849  in 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and  four  chil- 
dren have  blessed  the  union:  Nettie  B.,  Lulu,  Ida 

E.  (who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  six 
months),  and  Graydon  D.  Nettie  B.  is  the  wife  of 
Prof.  A.  D.  Wanamaker,  a graduate  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  Lancaster  Co.,  Penn.,  who  is  at 
present  engaged  in  teaching  at  Portland,  Northamp- 
ton county,  this  State. 

Mrs.  Hoffman’s  father,  George  Kautz,  was  born 
in  Germany,  son  of  Abraham  and  Maria  Kautz,  who 
had  a family  of  six  children:  Henry,  John,  Valen- 

tine, George,  Martin  and  Mary.  They  came  to 
America  when  George  was  ten  years  old,  settling 
on  the  farm  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  Co., 
Penn.,  where  Mrs.  Hoffman  was  born;  this  land  is 
now  owned  by  our  subject.  George  Kautz  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  later  in  life  engaged  in 
farming.  lie  married  Margaret  Custard,  who  was 


a native  of  Bushkill,  Pike  county,  and  fourteen  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union,  namely : Emeline, 

Marcellus,  Benjamin,  Charles,  Lewis,  Cornelia,  Isa- 
dora, Ella,  Mary,  Carrie,  Alice,  Sallie,  Willmer,  and 
one  that  died  in  infancy.  The  father  passed  away 
February  2,  1880,  and  the  family  then  removed  to 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  the  mother  died  in  1896. 

WRIGHT.  Since  early  in  the  nineteenth 
century — a little  less  than  one  hundred  years — the 
Wrights  have  played  a conspicuous  part  in  the  his- 
tory of  Susquehanna  county,  among  the  several 
generations  covering  that  period,  beginning  with 
Chauncey  Wright,  the  pioneer  settler  of  this  branch 
of  the  family  in  the  county.  Such  men  as  the  late 
Chester  and  Seth  R.  Wright,  brothers,  and  the 
sons  of  the  former,  the  late  Hon.  Myron  B.  Wright, 
three  times  elected  to  the  United  States  Congress, 
and  the  Hon.  Charles  Fred  Wright,  now  a member 
of  that  body  from  this,  the  Fifteenth  District,  are 
worthy  the  inheritance  of  their  sturdy  New  England 
ancestry. 

Hon.  Myron  B.  Wright  and  Hon.  Charles  F. 
Wright,  the  former  late  of  Susquehanna,  which 
place  is  now  the  residence  of  the  latter,  are  in  the 
fifth  generation  from  Seth  B.  Wright  of  Lebanon, 
Conn.,  the  line  of  their  descent  being  through  Seth 
Wright,  Chauncey  Wright,  and  Chester  Wright. 

Seth  Wright,  son  of  Seth  B.  Wright,  a native 
of  Connecticut,  married  (first)  in  1777,  Miriam, 
daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Miriam  Wright,  of 
Northampton,  Mass.  She  died  in  1803,  and  he 

married  (second)  ; he  married  (third) 

Widow  Bates,  who  survived  him,  dying  in  1822. 
Elis  children  born  to  the  first  marriage  were:  Eras- 
tus,  Sally,  Lucina,  Merilla,  Chester,  Merilla  (2), 
Chauncey,  Moses,  Milton,  Henry,  Clark,  and 
Miles.  His  children  by  the  second  marriage  were: 
Miriam,  Lydia,  and  Polly.  In  about  1801  Mr. 
Wright  removed  from  Sharon,  Conn.,  to  Hartwick, 
Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  which  was  afterwards  his  home. 

Chauncey  Wright,  son  of  Seth  Wright,  born  in 
T791,  at  Sharon,  Conn.,  removed  with  his  father’s 
family  in  about  1801  to  Hartwick,  Otsego  Co.,  N. 
Y.  In  1815,  when  a young  man  of  twenty-four,  he 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  purchased 
land  in  Choconut,  and  built  a fulling-mill  on  the 
branch  of  the  creek  by  the  same  name,  and  there 
engaged  in  the  business  of  cloth-dressing.  In  1802 
he  returned  to  his  former  home  in  New  York,  and 
was  there  married  to  Jerusha,  born  in  Lisbon, 
Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1798,  daughter  of  Timothy 
and  Lydia  (Kingsley)  Rockwell.  After  marriage 
the  young  couple  came  to  the  Choconut  home,  the 
husband  resuming  work  on  the  farm  and  his  cloth- 
dressing  business.  Mr.  Wright  here  continued  his 
operations  successfully  for  many  years,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  one  of  his  sons.  The  father  in  1842  re- 
moved to  a tract  of  150  acres  of  land  in  Forest  Lake 
township,  and  near  the  village.  This  tract  of  land 
included  a mill  site,  there  having  been  a gristmill 
there  since  1829.  He  made  extensive  improve- 
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merits  about  the  place,  building  a new  dwelling- 
house  in  1843 ; in  1846  he  re-built  the  mill,  and 
carried  on  the  business  until  along  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  'sixties,  and  in  this  business  as  in  the 
old  fulling-mill  he  was  succeeded  by  some  of  his 
sons.  He  lived  a long,  busy  and  useful  life  as  well 
as  a successful  one,  and  he  and  his  good  wife  ever 
held  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  communities 
in  which  they  lived.  They  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Choconut,  and  were 
liberal  supporters  to  both  Church  and  all  worthy  ob- 
jects. Mr.  Wright  gave  liberally  toward  the  build- 
ing of  the  Baptist  church  in  Forest  Lake,  which 
was  his  Church  home  after  the  family's  removal 
to  that  point.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Wright 
was  first  a Whig.  He  became  an  ardent  anti-slav- 
ery man,  voting  alone  as  an  Abolitionist.  He  was 
a candidate  on  that  ticket  at  one  time  for  the  State 
Legislature.  He  served  for  upward  of  a decade  as 
a justice  of  the  peace  in  Choconut.  On  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Republican  party  he  became  one  of  its 
stanchest  supporters.  He  was  a strong  advocate  of 
temperance  throughout  life.  He  and  his  wife  had 
children  as  follows : 

(x)  Chester  Wright  is  mentioned  farther  on. 
(2)  Lydia  Wright,  born  in  1820,  was  married 
(first)  to  Philip  Peckins,  who  was  a member  of 
Company  F,  141st  P.  V.  I.,  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  She  was 
married  (second)  to  Ralph  S.  Birchard,  of  Jessup 
township,  now  deceased.  (3)  Lucina  Wright,  born 
in  1823,  was  married  to  Thomas  D.  Wright,  and 
resided  at  Hartwick,  N.  Y.  She  died  in  1850.  (4) 

Matilda  Wright,  born  in  1827,  died  in  1884,  un- 
married. (5)  Helen  M.  Wright,  born  in  1829,  died 
in  1861,  unmarried.  (6)  Seth  R.  Wright,  born  in 
1835,  was  married  in  1864  to  Emma  A.,  daughter 
of  Deacon  L.  M.  Turrell,  of  Forest  Lake,  of  which 
place  he  is  a resident.  (7)  Miss  Sarah  M.  Wright, 
born  in  1837.  (8)  Miriam  J.  Wright,  born  in  1841, 

was  married  to  George  A.  Guerney,  cashier  of  a 
bank  at  Canton,  Pennsylvania. 

(9)  Chester  Wright,  son  of  Chauncey 
Wright,  and  the  father  of  Hon.  Charles  Fred 
Wright,  was  born  August  25,  1818,  at  the  Wright 
homestead  in  Choconut,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  to  the  cloth- 
dressing business  under  his  father’s  tuition.  On 
reaching  his  majority,  in  1839,  he  succeeded  to  the 
business  in  that  line  established  by  his  father,  and 
conducted  the  same  at  that  point  until  in  1842.  He 
then  removed  to  Forest  Lake,  erected  a fulling-mi'l 
at  that  point,  and  continued  in  the  same  line  of 
business  there,  adding  a few  years  later  machinery 
for  wool  carding.  In  1868  Mr.  Wright,  associated 
with  his  brother  Seth  R.  Wright  and  W.  A.  South - 
well,  equipped  the  plant  for  the  manufacture  of 
cloth,  continuing  the  business  successfully  under 
the  firm  name  of  Wright  Brothers  until  1876.  In 
1876  Seth  R.  Wright  retired  from  the  firm  and  it 
became  Wright  & Southwell.  The  business  was 
carried  on  by  the  partnership  until  1884,  in  which 


year  the  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  the  firm 
was  dissolved.  In  1868  the  two  Wright  brothers 
succeeded  their  father  (as  stated  in  the  foregoing) 
to  the  gristmill  property,  which  they  operated  for 
a period,  and  it  then  went  into  the  hands  of  Myron 
B.  and  Chester  F.  Wright,  sons  of  Chester  Wright. 
Chester  \\  right  also  owned  a farm  which  he  culti- 
vated for  a half-century.  Politically  Mr.  Wright 
was  a stanch  Republican.  He  served  his  town  in 
various  offices,  among  them  those  of  justice  of  the 
peace  and  school  director.  He  was  identified  with 
the  Forest  Lake  Baptist  Church.  He  held  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived.  He  died  July  16,  1896. 

Mr.  Wright  was  married  (first),  in  1843,  to 
Julia  Nickerson,  of  Forest  Lake,  who  was  born  in 
1821,  and  died  in  1883,  and  (second)  to  Ruth  S. 
Birchard.  His  children,  all  born  to  the  first  marriage 
were:  Ellen  E.,  born  in  1845,  married  W.  A.  South- 
well,  of  Forest  Lake,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war 
in  Company  H,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  later  as  captain  of 
a company  of  United  States  colored  troops,  and 
who  for  three  years  from  1884  was  treasurer  of 
Susquehanna  county;  Myron  B.  (now  deceased), 
born  in  1847,  is  referred  to  farther  on;  Henrietta 
L.,  born  in  1851,  married  Benjamin  T.  Glidden,  a 
merchant  of  Forest  Lake;  and  Charles  F.,  born  in 
1856,  is  also  referred  to  farther  on. 

Hon.  Myron  B.  Wright,  son  of  Chester 
Wright,  was  born  June  12,  1847,  in  Forest  Lake, 
Penn.,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  the  village  re- 
ceived the  rudiments  of  his  education,  pursuing  liis 
studies  further  at  the  Montrose  Academy.  He  be- 
gan his  career  as  a teacher,  but  after  a few  months’ 
service  discontinued  work  in  this  line  to  accept  a 
position  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Susque- 
hanna. In  1869  he  succeeded  George  A.  Guerney, 
as  cashier  of  the  bank,  a position  he  ever  after- 
ward held.  In  the  bank  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
display  his  rare  genius  for  finance,  his  enterprise 
and  ability  gaining  him  a wide  reputation.  He 
became  one  of  the  leading  stockholders  of  the  bank, 
and  invested  in  many  other  enterprises  which 
proved  to  be  of  permanent  advantage  to  the  locality 
in  the  development  of  its  resources.  For  many 
years  this  bank  has  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  soundest  financial  institutions  in  northern 
Pennsylvania,  having  up  to  some  years  ago  never 
lost  a dollar  on  any  loan  negotiated  since  its  or- 
ganization. For  many  years  Mr.  Wright  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Oakland  Bridge  Co.,  and  in  1880  he 
helped  to  organize  t^ie  Susquehanna  Chemical  Co., 
for  the  manufacture  of  wood  alcohol,  from  which 
he  and  his  associates  derived  large  profits.  They 
erected  large  works  at  Starrucca,  Penn.,  of  which 
for  years  Mr.  Wright  was  the  business  manager. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  owners  of  and  largely 
interested  in  the  Jefferson  Chemical  Co.,  and  the 
Lackawanna  Chemical  Co.,  at  Ararat,  Penn.  He 
was  also  interested  in  the  Melrose  Acetate  Co.,  of 
Melrose,  Penn.,  and  Wayne  Chemical  Co.,  at 
Equinunk,  Penn.  In  the  spring  of  1888,  Mr. 
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Wright  was  made  the  nominee  of  the  Republican 
party,  at  Scranton,  to  represent  the  Fifteenth  Dis- 
trict' in  Congress.  One  of  the  papers  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  commenting  on  the  nomination,  said : 
"His  career  in  life  has  been  one  of  splendid  suc- 
cess, and  his  keen  business  qualifications  are  uni- 
versally recognized.  But  Mr.  Wright  is  some- 
thing more  than  a successful  business  man.  Liber- 
ally educated,  and  taking  a deep  interest  in  the  af- 
fairs of  State  and  Nation,  he  is  thoroughly  in- 
formed on  all  matters  and  issues  entering  into  na- 
tional politics  and  which  concern  the  country.  Mr. 
Wright  belongs  to  the  class  of  Republicans  who 
believe  in  the  correctness  of  the  principles,  meas- 
ures, and  general  policy  of  the  party;  he  belongs 
to  the  courageous  class  of  Republicans  who  refuse 
to  yield  anything  to  mere  expediency.  He  believes 
that  the  welfare  of  the  country  depends  upon  the 
application  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party 
in  the  affairs  of  the  government.  He  is  an  uncom- 
promising Protectionist,  and  is  abreast  with  the 
foremost  and  most  progressive  of  the  defenders 
of  American  labor  arid  enterprise  against  the  en- 
croachments of  Free  trade  and  foreign  competi- 
tion. Mr.  Wright  represents  the  advanced  and  en- 
lightened sentiment  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  Fifteenth  Congressional  District,  and 
will  faithfully  represent  that  sentiment  of  his  con- 
stituency in  the  List  Congress.” 

In  "November  following  Mr.  Wright  was  elect- 
ed, his  majority  in  Susquehanna  county  being  2,- 
400.  He  was  re-nominated  and  re-elected  to  Con- 
gress in  1890  and  again  in  1894.  Of  his  services  in 
Congress  the  Independent  Republican  of  Mont- 
rose of  October  13,  1894,  editorially  said:  “While 
Mr.  Wright  has  not  figured  conspicuously  in  the 
debates  of  the  House  as  an  elaborate  speaker,  he 
has  been  prominent  among  those  who  constitute 
the  earnest  workers  in  committee  in  formulating 
legislation,  and  few  among  the  members  of  the 
minority  side  of  the  chamber  wield  a greater  person- 
al influence  among  their  colleagues  of  all  parties  than 
does  Mr.  Wright.  Among  his  constituents  in  each 
of  the  four  counties  of  the  district  Mr.  Wright  has 
been  constantly  growing  in  popularity  since  his 
first  election.  This  is  due  wholly  to  the  painstak- 
ing care  and  industry  with  which  he  has  devoted 
himself  to  every  interest  of  the  people.  He  'is  in  the 
very  best  sense  of  the  term  a representative.  As 
a Republican  he  has  by  every  word  and  vote  in  the 
House  upheld  the  principles  and  supported  the 
policy  of  his  party.” 

Mr.  Wright  died  November  13,  1894,  on  which 
occasion  appeared  a long  editorial  in  the  Independ- 
ent Re  publican  of  Montrose  from  which  we  extract 
the  following: 

A more  generous-hearted  man  never  lived,  nor  a more 
just,  faithful  or  honorable  one.  Every  trust  confided  to  him 
was  performed  with  conscientious  fidelity;  those  who  knew 
him  best  loved  him  most.  In  his  friendships  he  was  as  true 
as  steel,  steadfast  and  unfailing  in  every  emergency.  As 
compared  with  the  average  man  in  political  life  he  was  al- 
most god-like  in  his  adherence  to  truth,  honor  and  good  faith. 


He  was  never  known  to  make  a promise  that  he  did  not  sa- 
credly redeem,  no  pledge  that  he  did  not  manfully  fulfill. 
The  people  of  this  Congressional  District  honored  and  loved 
him.  The  unusual  honor  of  a fourth  election  to  Congress 
had  been  conferred  upon  him  just  before  his  death.  All 
oppositions  had  vanished,  and  his  last  nomination  came  to 
him  as  voluntary  and  unanimous  offering  from  his  party  in 
each  of  the  four  counties  comprising  the  Fifth  Congressional 
District.  His  election  on  the  6th  inst.  was  followed  by  a 
larger  majority  than  ever.  Such  a tribute  is  rarely  con- 
ferred upon  a public  man,  and  even  more  rarely  deserved 
in  so  large  a measure  as  in  the  case  of  Myron  B.  Wright. 
As  a representative  in  Congress  he  developed  qualities  that 
surprised  even  his  warmest  friends  and  most  ardent  admir- 
ers. He  grasped  questions  of  National  proportions  and  mo- 
ment with  the  comprehensive  understanding  of  the  trained 
publicist  and  statesman,  and  almost  from  the  very  beginning 
of  his  public  career.  Had  he  possessed  the  gift  of  oratory 
he  would  have  easily  taken  a position  among  the  foremost 
men  in  the  halls  of  the  National  Legislature.  That  this  is 
no  exaggeration  of  Myron  B.  Wright’s  abilities  in  the  domain 
of  statesmanship  was  abundantly  demonstrated  in  his  fa- 
mous letter  to  the  committee  of  Louisiana  planters  in  re- 
sponse for  his  support  in  behalf  of  the  great  industry  of 
their  State.  He  was  wise  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  un- 
bounded in  his  patriotic  devotions  to  the  interests  of  the 
community,  and  untiring  in  his  effort  tor  the  welfare  of  the 
American  people.  Myron  B.  Wright  was  a man  of  intel- 
lect, of  conscience,  and  of  heart.  Ide  despised  everything 
that  savored  of  measures  or  falsehoods.  His  bearing  in  every 
walk  of  life  was  that  of  genuine,  unassuming  exemplary 
gentlemen.  His  methods  were  those  of  the  frank,  noble, 
truthful  and  honorable  man.  Well  may  those  who  have 
known  such  a man  as  Myron  B.  Wright  bow  their  heads  in 
deepest  sorrow  when  he  passes  away.  Men  of  his  stamp  are, 
alas,  too  rare,  in  these  days,  especially  in  public  life.  When 
men  possessed  of  so  many  grand  and  noble  qualities,  and 
marred  by  so  few  blemisbesof  character,  pass  from  the  scenes 
of  active  life  to  the  silence  of  the  grave,  well  may  the  people 
mourn  and  marvel  at  the  inscrutable  ways  of  Providence. 
Cut  off  in  the  vigor  of  his  matured  manhood,  in  the  days  of  his 
greatest  usefulness,  Myron  B.  Wright  will  be  mourned  as 
few  men  in  this  section  of  the  country  would  be.  He  needs 
no  other  epitaph  than  this:  “ He  was  a manly  man.” 

On  September  28,  1870,  Mr.  Wright  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  E.,  born  May  14,  1849,  in  Jersey  City, 
N.  J.,  daughter  of  Flon.  Samuel  and  Abby  A. 
(Hedden)  Falkenbury,  and  the  union  was  blessed 
with  four  children,  namely:  Sarah  E.,  born  in  1872, 
and  died  in  1874;  Albert  H.,  born  in  1876,  and  died 
j in  1894,  the  funeral  of  father  and  son  occurring 
at  the  same  time ; Clarence  E.,  born  in  1882 ; and 
Chester  S.,  born  in  1887  and  died  in  1888. 

Hon.  Charles  Fred  Wright,  of  Susquehan- 
na, son  of  the  late  Chester  Wright,  of  Forest  Lake, 
and  brother  of  the  late  Hon.  Myron  B.  Wright,  of 
Susquehanna,  was  born  in  1856,  at  Forest  Lake, 
Penn.  After  attending  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm, 
he  went  to  Montrose  and  entered  the  Montrose 
Academy.  He  is  spoken  of  as  very  bright  and 
studious  in  those  early  days,  and  was  a general 
favorite  with  both  his  tutors  and  his  fellow  stu- 
dents. On  the  organization  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Montrose,  in  1873,  Mr.  Wright  assumed 
the  responsible  position  of  teller  in  that  institu- 
tion, where  he  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all 
who  came  in  business  contact  with  him,  and  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties  he  displayed  the  same 
splendid  ability  which  has  since  marked  his  career. 
In  1881  Mr.  Wright  removed  to  Susquehanna  and 
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became  a stockholder  in  and  the  general  manager 
I.  of  the  Jefferson  Chemical  Co.,  and  the  Lackawanna 
Chemical  Co.,  the  factories  of  both  companies  being 
located  in  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
He  also  became  one  of  the  owners  and  the  general 
manager  of  the  Wayne  Chemical  Co.,  the  works  of 
I which  were  at  Equinunk,  Penn.  In  1884,  Mr. 

' Wright  was  made  assistant  cashier  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Susquehanna,  with  which  his 
' brother,  the  lamented  Myron  B.  Wright,  was  for 
so  long  a time  prominently  identified,  and  since  his 
brother's  death  he  has  been  the  cashier  of  the  bank. 
Mr.  Wright  is  also  largely  Interested  in  acid  manu- 
facturing in  various  parts  of  the  country.  In  busi- 
ness ability  and  integrity,  public  spirit  and  enter- 
prise, general  traits  and  disposition,  Mr.  Wright 
possesses  those  same  characteristics  which  so  en- 
deared the  late  M.  B.  Wright  to  the  people  of  Sus- 
quehanna county  and  this  Congressional  district. 
In  the  convention  to  nominate  a successor  in  Con- 
1 gress  to  the  Hon.  Myron  B.  Wright,  Charles  F. 
Wright  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  Susquehanna 
county  for  that  position.  The  conference  decided 
upon  another;  but  Mr.  Wright  continued  to  in- 
crease in  popularity  throughout  the  district,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1898  he  was  again  nominated  for 
that  high  honor,  by  the  citizens  of  Susquehanna 
county,  and  at  the  conference  in  August  was  chosen 
the  nominee  of  the  district,  his  election  following 
in  November  bv  the  plurality  in  the  district  of  5,- 
31 1.  The  Montrose  Independent  Republican  at 
that  time  said:  “To  such  voters  of  the  district  as 
may  not  be  personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Wright 
we  can  but  say  that  we,  of  his  home  county,  know 
him  and  that  right  well,  and  shall  delight  in  honor- 
ing him  for  we  know  that  in  his  public  life,  as  in 
his  private,  he  will  be  an  honor  to  his  friends,  his 
county,  and  to  the  Fifth  District.  Mr.  Wri  ght 
was  born  and  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  upon 
his  father's  farm,  receiving  his  education  in  our 
common  schools,  entered  upon  his  business  life  at 
an  early  age,  and  by  his  force  of  character,  splendid 
abilities  and  absolute  honesty  has  attained  gratify- 
ing succcess,  and  won  the  esteem  and  admiration  of 
all  whose  privilege  it  is  to  know  him.  He  is  an  ad- 
mirable Congressman,  whose  first  thought  will  be 
for  the  interest  of  his  constituents,  and  whose  time 
will  be  ever  at  their  command.” 

DAVID  PATTERSON,  a well-known  resident 
of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  whose  early 
home  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  com- 
menced life  without  other  capital  than  his  strong 
hands  and  resolute  will,  and  has  attained  a fine  po- 
sition, socially  and  financially,  among  his  fellow 
citizens.  His  homestead,  one  of  the  most  noticeable 
in  the  township,  embraces  a fertile  tract  of  150 
acres  of  land,  about  half  of  which  is  now  under 
cultivation. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  David  and  Jane  (Ber- 
nette)  Patterson,  were  both  natives  of  County  Ty- 
rone, Ireland,  where  their  children  were  also  born. 


On  coming  to  America  they  located  in  New  York 
State,  and  with  the  exception  of  our  subject  all  are 
now  deceased.  Jane,  the  eldest  of  the  children,  was 
married,  in  Ireland,  to  Thomas  McMullen,  and  in 
this  country  made  her  home  at  Scranton,  Penn. 
Mary  was  married,  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  to  John  Eg- 
gleston. Sarah  was  the  wife  of  James  Finley.  Ellen 
was  twice  married,  first  to  Adam  Becker  and  later 
to  Daniel  Martin.  William  purchased  a farm  in 
Salem  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  mar- 
ried first  Ann  Henry,  now  deceased,  and  second 
Agnes  Reed,  who  survives  him.  Robert  came  from 
New  York  State  to  Wayne  county,  and  married 
Jane  Henry;  he  and  his  family  removed  to  Ne- 
braska, where  his  death  occurred. 

David  Patterson,  of  this  review,  was  born  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1828,  and  with  his  par- 
ents emigrated  to  America  when  about  nineteen 
years  of  age.  His  education  was  all  acquired  in  his 
native  land.  His  first  work  in  this  country  was  on 
the  coal  docks  at  Rondout,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  employed  two  years,  and  the  following  three 
years  worked  in  a tannery  at  Ledgedale,  Salem  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  He  then  began  business 
for  himself  as  a lumberman  and  bark  dealer,  and 
purchased  150  acres  of  wood  land  in  the  central 
part  of  Salem  township,  on  which  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  has  erected  a fine  residence  and  con- 
venient barns  and  outbuildings  upon  the  place. 

In  1858,  in  Salem  township,  Mr.  Patterson 
was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Utt,  Rev.  Raymond,  a 
Presbyterian  minister,  performing  the  ceremonv. 
Her  parents,  Eli  and  Eliza  (Landers)  Utt,  were 
natives  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  and  in 
their  family  were  the  following  children : Marietta, 
born  February  3,  1822,  is  the  deceased  wife  of  John 

R.  Compton,  of  Palmyra  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty; William,  born  February  8,  1825,  is  a resident  of 
Paupack  township,  Wayne  county;  Melissa,  born 
May  25,  1827,  died  at  White  Mills,  Penn. ; Charles, 
born  September  30,  1829,  is  deceased;  Ira,  born 
June  9,  1832,  is  living  at  Jermyn,  Lackawanna  Co., 
Penn.;  Jefferson,  born  April  26,  1834,  was  a res- 
ident of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  but  is  now  deceased ; 
Eliza,  born  June  18,  1836,  is  the  wife  of  Ira  Bidwell, 
of  Dunmore,  Penn. ; Ronessa,  born  February  7, 

1838,  is  the  widow  of  Myron  Purdy,  of  Paupack 
township,  Wayne  county;  Ellen,  born  August  5, 

1839,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Theodore, 
born  July  19,  1841,  lives  at  Olyphant,  Pennsylvania. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson 
are  as  follows:  Robert  E.,  born  April  9,  1859,  died 
November  13,  1889;  William  L.,  born  January  30, 
1861,  married  Rosa  Gerhart,  by  whom  he  has  three 
children,  Ella,  Walter  and  Theodore,  and  they  re- 
side at  Morris  Run,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn. ; Theodore 

S. ,  born  November  9,  1862,  is  engaged  in  lumbering 
in  Tioga  county;  Ardeen  N.,  born  October  12,  1864, 
married  Hattie  Walker,  by  whom  he  has  five  chil- 
dren, Roy,  Ruth,  Earl,  Carl  and  Leland.  David  D., 
born  July  2,  1866,  married  Ella  M.  Carlton  and  has 
one  child,  Minnie ; they  reside  in  Dunmore,  Penn. 
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Joseph,  born  August  u,  1868,  died  February  20, 
1894.  Minnie,  born  March  20,  1870,  is  at  home. 
George  YV.,  born  September  16,  1872,  is  a carpenter 
in  Scranton,  Penn.  Lizzie  L.,  born  December  1, 
1875,  married  Louis  J.  Schulz  and  they  reside  in 
Pittsburg,  Penn.  Horten  N.,  born  July  14,  1877,  is 
at  home.  Maggie,  born  March  5,  1879,  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years.  Ella  M.,  born  November  10, 
1880,  is  at  home. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Patterson  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  for  nine  months,  and  on 
the  expiration  of  that  term  re-enlisted,  serving  until 
honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Po- 
litically he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party ; 
in  religious  connection,  he  belonged  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  Ireland.  In  all  the  relations  of 
life  he  has  proved  himself  an  earnest,  honest,  up- 
right man,  and  a citizen  of  whom  any  community 
might  be  justly  proud. 

LION.  CHARLES  D.  BRODHEAD.  This 
distinguished  citizen  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, is  a member  of  a family  which  has  been  promi- 
nent in  this  commonwealth  from  pioneer  times.  Ac- 
cording to  tradition  the  family  originated  in  Ger- 
many, but  the  direct  ancestors  of  our  subject  set- 
tled at  Royston,  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  On  February  28,  1610, 
King  James  I granted  the  manor  of  Burton  or 
Monk  Britton,  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  to 
John  Brodhead  and  George  Wood,  the  principal 
freeholders  of  the  place. 

Capt.  Daniel  Brodhead,  a grand-nephew  of 
John,  and  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  and  became  a captain 
of  grenadiers  in  the  army  of  King  Charles  II,  be- 
ing sent  to  America  with  the  military  expedition 
under  Col.  Richard  Nicolls,  which  captured  New 
Netherlands  (New  York)  from  the  Dutch  in  1664. 
For  a time  he  was  on  garrison  duty  at  Albany  and 
New  York  City,  and  on  September  14,  1665,  he  was 
commissioned  by  Gov.  Nicolls,  as  “Chief  Officer  of 
the  Militia  in  the  Esopus,”  his  residence  being  at 
Kingston,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  July  14,  1667.  He 
was  married  in  England  to  Ann  Tye,  daughter  of 
brands  and  Tellos  (Solomon)  Tye,  and  their  two 
sons — Daniel  (who  died  without  issue),  and  Charles 
(who  married  a Miss  Tenbrouck  and  had  four  chil- 
dren, Charles,  Wessel,  Daniel  and  Mary) — were 
both  born  in  England.  A third  son,  Richard,  was 
horn  in  this  country  in  1666,  and  is  more  fully  re- 
ferred to  in  the  next  paragraph. 

Richard  Brodhead,  youngest  son  of  Capt.  Brod- 
head,^ is  the  next  in  line  of  descent  in  which  we  are 
now  interested.  He  married  (first)  a Miss  Jansen, 
and  settled  at  Marbletown,  LTlster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  a son,  Daniel  (who  moved 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  is  more  fully  referred  to  far- 
ther on),  bor  his  second  wife  he  married  Wintie 
Pawling,  and  by  her  had  seven  children:  (1)  John 
married  Ann  Nottingham,  a granddaughter  of  Ann 
dye.  They  had  nine  children,  Richard,  William, 


Henry,  Rachel,  Wintie,  Margaret,  Ann,  Eleanor  and 
Mary.  (2)  Magdeline  married  Jacob  Esselstine,  < 
of  Columbia  county;  (3)  Ann  married  Andrew  ! 
Oliver,  of  Marbletown,  N.  Y. ; (4)  Nelly  mar-  j 
ried  Stephen  Nottingham;  (5)  Elizabeth  married 
Christopher  Davis,  of  Marbletown;  (6)  Mary  mar- 
ried Robert  McGinnis,  of  Canada;  and  (7)  Rachel  ■ 
married  Wood  Furman,  of  South  Carolina. 

Daniel  Brodhead,  son  of  Richard  by  his  first . j 
marriage,  was  born  April  20,  1693,  at  Marbletown,  i 
N.  Y.,  and  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to 
Pennsylvania.  About  1736  he  purchased  from  the  1 
proprietors  of  the  Province  640  acres  of  land  on 
Analomink  (now  Brodhead’s  creek),  the  borough 
of  East  Stroudsburg  now  occupying  a portion  of 
the  tract,  and  in  1738  he  made  his  home  there,  estab- 
lishing the  village  of  Danbury.  Later  he  bought 
500  acres,  and  this  estate  was  locally  known  as 
Brodhead’s  Manor.  At  first  it  was  a part  of  Bucks 
county,  but  afterward  was  set  off  with  Northampton 
county  and  finally  with  Monroe  county.  On  Sept- 
tember  25,  1747,  Daniel  Brodhead  was  commissioned 
as  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  portion  I 
of  Bucks  county  north  of  the  “Blue  Hills”  and  on 
the  organization  of  Northampton  county  he  was 
re-appointed,  the  office  being  held  by  him  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  July  22,  1755.  He  was 
a man  of  marked'  ability  and  force  of  character, 
and  left  his  impress  on  the  new  community.  The  i 
Moravian  missionaries  often  enjoyed  the  hospitality 
while  on  their  way  to  their  different  stations  in  the  j 
frontier  country,  and  he  ‘induced  them  to  establish 
a mission  for  the  Indians  of  his  neighborhood,  in 
whom  he  took  the  friendliest  interest.  He  built  a 
Church  for  this  mission  on  the  west  bank  of  Brod- 
head’s creek,  near  the  present  iron  bridge,  this  be- 
ing the  second  church  erected  north  of  the  mountain. 
Daniel  Brodhead  married  Hester  Wyngart,  and  had  j 
ten  children,  among  whom  were  Daniel,  who  mar- 
ried a Miss  DePuy;  Garrett,  who  married  Jane 
Davis;  Charles,  who  married  a Miss  Oliver;  John, 
who  married  a Miss  Davis ; Thomas ; Luke,  not 
recollected ; and  Ann  Garton. 

IV.  Garrett  Brodhead  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  as  a lieutenant  in  a New  Jersey  regi- 
ment, but  as  all  of  his  brothers  were  in  the  army  he 
was  compelled  to  remain  at  home  much  of  the  time 
to  look  after  the  estate.  In  1770  he  was  appointed 
magistrate,  and  his  death  occurred  on  his  farm  at 
East  Stroudsburg  in  1S04.  He  married  Jane  Davis, 
of  New  York  State,  and  had  seven  children:  John, 
1766-1821;  Daniel;  Richard,  referred  to  in  next 
paragraph ; George ; Elizabeth,  who  married  Dr. 
Francis  Joseph  Smith;  Rachel,  who  married  David 
Dills ; and  Samuel. 

V.  Hon.  Richard  Brodhead,  our  subject’s 

grandfather,  was  born  at  Stroudsburg,  July  26, 
1771,  and  about  1791  removed  to  Pike  county,  where 
he  spent  his  remaining  years,  his  death  occurring 
November  11,  1843.  He  married  Hannah  Drake, 
of  Stroudsburg,  and  had  twelve  children : Sarah 
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(1791),  wife  of  Col.  John  Westbrook,  member  of 
Congress  from  1841  to  1843,  from  Wayne,  Pike, 
Monroe  and  Northampton  counties  ; Garrett  (1793), 
who  married  Cornelia  Dingman ; William  (1795), 
who  married  Susan  Coolbangb ; Jane,  Mrs.  Moses 
S.  Brundage;  Albert  G.  (1799),  who  married  Ellen 
Middaugb ; Anna  Maria,  wife  of  John  Seaman; 
Rachel,  who  married  Dr.  John  J.  Linderman ; 
Charles,  our  subject's  father;  and  Richard,  Jr., 
United  States  Senator  from.-Pennsylvania  from  1850 
to  1856.  The  other  three  children  died  in  infancy. 
Our  subject's  grandfather  possessed  a fine  physique, 
being  more  that  six  feet  in  height,  and  was  of  firm 
and  serious  character.  As  he  regarded  it  a duty  to 
take  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  he  held  a promi- 
nent place  in  political  circles,  as  is  shown  by  the  fol- 
lowing memorandum  written  by  himself  in  Novem-. 
her,  1842,  in  which  he  enumerates  his  various  offi- 
cial positions : 

1.  Sheriff  of  Wayne.  2.  Two  years  in  the  Legislature 
(1802-1803).  3.  Eleven  years  associate  Judge..  4.  Collector 
of  United  States  Revenue  for  Wayne  and  Pike  counties  dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812.  5.  Appointed  State  commissioner  by 
Gov.  McKean,  in  connection  with  Gen.  Horn,  of  Easton,  to 
investigate  the  expenditure  of  5,000  pounds,  granted  by  the 
State  to  David  Rittenhouse  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Delaware  river  from  Trenton  to  Stockport.  6.  Postmaster 
seven  years.  7.  Major  of  the  second  Battalion,  103  Regi- 
ment Militia.  8.  Prothonotary  for  Pike  county.  9.  County 
commissioner.  10.  All  the  township  offices,  of  all  kinds, 
except  constable.  11.  County  Auditor.  12.  Executor  of  five 
estates.  And  I now,  hereby,  bid  defiance  to  all  heirs,  lega- 
tees, creditors  ancfiothers  to  prove  that  I have  ever  wronged 
any  man. 

VI.  Charles  Brodhead,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1801,  in  Pike  county,  and  in  early  man- 
hood married  Mary  Brown,  daughter  of  Hon.  Jacob 
Brown,  an  associate  judge  of  Monroe  county.  Soon 
afterward  he  removed  to  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
at  what  is  now  Brodheadsville.  He  died  there  a few 
years  later  of  fever,  his  wife  surviving  him  with 
two  children:  Charles  D.,  our  subject,  and  Martha 
Jane,  born  January  21,  1830,  who  married  (first) 
Capt.  George  B.  Keller,  of  Hamilton  township,  now 
deceased,  and  (second)  Conrad  Kresge,  of  Pittston, 
Pennsylvania. 

VII.  Hon.  Charles  D.  Brodhead  was  born  Sep- 
tember 23,  1827,  and  after  his  father’s  death  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  his  grandfather  Brown,  at 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  attended  the  old  Stone  sem- 
inary, then  conducted  by  Ira  B.  Newman.  For  two 
years  he  clerked  in  a store  at  Chestnut  Hill,  owned 
by  his  mother  and  an  uncle,  Daniel  Brown,  and  in 
1848  he  located  at  Schaeffer’s  postoffice  (now  called 
Brodheadsville  in  his  honor),  and  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  and  merchandising.  There  he  re- 
mained for  seventeen  years,  filling  the  office  of  post- 
master continuously  ; but  since  1865  he  has  resided  at 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business.  Though  Mr.  Brodhead  commenced 
life  with  only  the  advantages  of  a common-school 
education,  he  has,  since  reaching  manhood,  gained  a 
wide  range  of  information  by  reading  and  observa- 


tion, and  he  has  always  been  ranked  among  the  most 
intelligent  citizens  in  the  community.  Wherever 
he  has  made  his  home  he  has  wielded  a potent  in- 
fluence on  the  side  of  progress — material,  social  and 
religious — his  high  principles,  broad  and  liberal 
mind  and  fine  personal  appearance  making  him  a 
natural  leader.  For  many  years  he  has  been  promi- 
nent in  the  councils  of  the  local  Democratic  organi- 
zation and  at  times  he  has  been  chosen  to  offices  of 
responsibility  and  trust.  * While  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  he  held  numerous  local  offices,  and  in 
1859,  7860  and  1861  he  represented  Monroe  and 
Pike  counties  in  the  State  Legislature.  Since  his 
removal  to  Stroudsburg  he  has  served  as  council- 
man, and  in  1878,  1879  and  1880  he  was  deputy 
treasurer  of  Monroe  county  under  Timothy  Kresge, 
treasurer.  In  1880  he  was  elected  associate 
judge  of  Monroe  county,  and  through  re-elec- 
tions in  1885  and  1890  he  held  that  office  for 
fifteen  consecutive  years,  his  able  and  faithful  service 
in  this  and  other  positions  being  appreciated  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  For  some  time  he  was  a director 
(one  of  the  first)  of  the  Stroudsburg  Bank.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has 
attained  the  third  degree,  and  he  is  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Barger  Lodge  No.  325,  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
Stroudsburg.  In  religious  work  he  is  prominent  as 
a member  of  the  Stroudsburg  M.  E.  Church,  in 
which  he  has  held  the  office  of  trustee  and  treasurer, 
served  as  class-leader,  and  for  thirteen  years  as  Sun- 
day-school superintendent,  and  for  some  time  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Monroe  County  Sunday-school  As- 
sociation. In  i860  he  was  one  of  the  prime  mov- 
ers in  the  erection  of  the  Lutheran  and  German 
Reformed  Church,  at  Brodheadsville,  and  acted  on 
the  building  committee. 

On  February  1,  1848,  Mr.  Brodhead  married 
Miss  Rachel  D.  Keller,  of  Hamilton  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  who  was  born  February  10,  1828.  Of 
their  three  children:  (1)  Joseph  K.,  assistant  su- 
perintendent of  the  Bethlehem  Rolling  Mill,  mar- 
ried Miss  Ella  K.  Andre,  and  has  had  three  chil- 
dren, Mary,  Jennie  and  John  (2)  Mary  L.  (de- 
ceased) married  Charles  Evans,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren, Laura  B.  and  E.  May.  (3)  George  M.,  a 
graduate  of  Wesleyan  College,  Connecticut,  and  a 
minister  in  the  Methodist  Church,  married  Miss 
Clara  C.  Chaplin,  and  has  three  children,  Frank, 
Rachel  and  Charles.  Mrs.  Rachel  D.  Brodhead, 
wife  of  C.  D.  Brodhead,  died  January  17,  1889. 

ALONZO  T.  SEARLE,  of  Honesdale,  who  is 
distinguished  as  one  of  the  ablest  members  of  the 
Wayne  County  Bar,  by  virtue  of  his  high  rank  in 
the  legal  profession,  and  his  social  standing,  com- 
mands prominent  place  in  the  pages  of  this  volume. 

Mr.  Searle  is  one  of  the  seventh  generation  in 
descent  from  William  Searle,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  at  Rowley,  Mass.,  1664,  and  is 
mentioned  In  records  as  having  been  in  Ipswich, 
Mass.,  in  i66t  and  as  having  died  there  August 
16,  1667. 
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Richard  Thurston  Searle,  the  father  of  Alonzo 
T.  Searle,  was  born  in  Georgetown,  Mass.,  April 
2,  1814,  and  died  June  30,  1880  (his  mother  was 
a Jewett — a member  of  an  old  New  England  fam- 
ily). He  was  a graduate  of  Phillips  Academy,  An- 
dover, Mass.,  Union  College,  New  York,  also  of 
Andover  (Mass.)  Theological  Seminary,  and  early 
in  life  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  never  left  .the  New  England  States, 
his  last  call  being-  at  Windsor,  Vt.,  which  charge 
he  resigned  two  years  prior  to  his  death,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  leading  clergymen  in  the  State.  On 
December  22,  1847,  he  married  Emily  A.  Putnam, 
daughter  of  Jesse  Putnam,  who  was  a colonel  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  a lineal  descendant  of  John  Put- 
nam, who  settled  in  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1634,  where 
he  and  others  of  the  family  purchased  a large  tract 
of  land,  part  of  which  comprised  Oak  Knoll  where 
the  poet  Whittier  lived,  and  upon  another  part  of 
which  Israel  Putnam  was  horn.  Joseph  Putnam, 
father  of  Jesse,  was  a lieutenant  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  one  of  four  brothers — Joseph,  Allen  (who 
died  at  Ticonderoga),  William  and  David — who 
served  in  that  struggle ; others  of  the  Putnam  fam- 
ily who  took  part  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  were 
Gen.  Israel,  and  Rufus,  who  laid  out  West  Point. 
The  old  Putnam  homestead  property,  bought  in  1634, 
where  was  born  our  subject’s  mother,  also  the  birth- 
place of  Israel  Putnam,  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  family,  and  is  now  owned  by  an  uncle  of  Mr. 
Searle,  while  the  house  wherein  Israel  Putnam  was 
born  is  still  standing,  in  good  condition  and  owned 
by  a cousin.  Jesse  Putnam  married  Elizabeth 
Merriam,.  daughter  of  Dr.  Merriam,  a noted  physi- 
cian, and  they  had  a family  of  twelve  children,  all 
of  whom  became  prominent  citizens.  The  mother 
lived  to  be  one  Hundred  and  three  years  old.  To 
Richard  and  Emily  A.  (Putnam)  Searle  were  born 
children  as  follows : Charles  Putnam,  and  Alonzo 
T.  The  mother,  who  is  now  living  with  our  sub- 
ject, was  a graduate  of  the  Abott  Female  Academy, 
Andover,  Mass.,  and  is  respected  and  loved  by  all 
who  know  her. 

Alonzo  T.  Searle  was  horn  September  13,  1836, 
in  Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  and  passed  his  boyhood 
after  the  manner  of  most  country  village  lads,  with 
the  advantages,  however,  of  a refined  home  and  its 
salutary  influences.  After  receiving  a liberal  public 
school  education  he  prepared  for  college  at  St. 
Johnsbury  (Vt.)  Academy,  whence  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1873  with  high  honors ; he  then  entered  Am- 
herst College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in 
1877,  and  while  the  classes  were  divided  according 
to  scholarship  he  was  in  the  first  division  (there 
were  three  divisions  during  the  first  two  years  of 
the  course),  three  years  later  receiving  the  degree  of 
A.  M.  During  the  first  year  after  leaving  college  he 
taught  school  at  Rutland,  Vt.,  and  still  later,  1879- 
80,  he  was  employed  as  instructor  of  Latin  and 
mathematics  in  Cheltenham  (Penn.)  Academy. 
Having  decided  on  making  the  profession  of  law 
his  life  work,  Mr.  Searle,  in  1880,  entered  the  law 


office  of  Hon.  B.  S.  Bentley,  at  Williamsport,  Penn., 
as  a student,  but  after  some  eighteen  months  he  re- 
moved to  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  and  continued 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  George  G.  Waller 
(late  Waller  & Bentley),  whose  partner,  Capt. 
George  S.  Bentley,  had  recently  died.  Capt.  Bent- 
ley was  a brother  of  Hon.  B.  S.  Bentley,  above 
mentioned,  and  it  was  at  his  request  that  Mr. 
Searle,  on  the  death  of  Capt.  Bentley,  went  into 
Mr.  Waller’s  office.  In  1882  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar,  and  at  once  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr. 
Waller,  which  arrangement  continued  until  1888, 
Mr.  Waller  dying  in  that  year.  Mr.  Searle  then 
assumed  entire  control  of  the  business,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  many  new  clients  to  an  already 
extensive  practice,  and  otherwise  built  it  up  to  its 
present  proportions.  In  addition  to  his  regular  ex- 
tensive office  practice,  which  extends  to  the  adjoin- 
ing counties — for  he  is  justly  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  lawyers  in  northeastern  Pennsylvania 
- — Air.  Searle  is  local  attorney  for  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Railroad  Company,  besides  being  attorney 
for  many  other  corporations,  including  several  in- 
surance companies,  and  enjoys,  as  well,  a large 
practice  in  the  Orphans’  Court  as  well  as  a general 
practice.  Furthermore,  he  is  engaged  in  most  of 
the  important  cases  in  Wayne  county,  for  six  years 
was  attorney  for  the  county  commissioners,  and 
at  the  present  time  is  attorney  and  counsel  for  a 
number  of  the  townships  and  boroughs  in  Wayne 
county.  As  will  be  seen,  Air.  Searle  is  a busy  man, 
but  withal  he  is  one  of  the  most  unassuming  and 
least  ostentatious.  In  addition  to  his  law  business, 
he  owns  and  operates  a farm  near  Honesdale,  is 
interested  in  valuable  lakes  in  Preston  township, 
and  is  also  the  owner  of  property  In  Pike  and  other 
counties,  while  in  the  borough  of  Honesdale  he  has 
a comfortable  modern  home.  In  spite  of  his  mani- 
fold business  interests  Mr.  Searle  yet  finds  time 
to  devote  to  social  and  other  kindred  matters.  Dur- 
ing the  war  with  Spain  he  was  president  of  the 
Honesdale  Soldiers  Relief  Association,  which  was 
one  of  the  few  associations  of  that  nature  that  ex- 
isted until  the  close  of  that  struggle,  and  after  aid- 
ing and  relieving  families  it  had  yet  funds  re- 
maining in  the  treasury. 

In  politics  Mr.  Searle  is  a stanch  Republican 
but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  though  often 
urged  bv  his  friends  to  become  their  nominee.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  a Presbyterian,  and  is  trustee 
of  the  Church  of  that  denomination  in  Honesdale. 
In  educational  matters  he  takes  a lively  interest,  has 
served  as  director  of  the  school  board,  and  at  this 
writing  is  president  of  same,  and  was  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  Wayne  Countv  Directors  Association. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Exchange  Club  of 
Honesdale ; a life  member  of  the  State  Forestry 
Association,  and  member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  prominent  in  the  State 
Bar  Association,  being  an  active  member  of  the 
committee  on  Legal  Education ; is  vice-president 
of  the  Wayne  County  Bar  Association,  and  member 
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of  the  Examining  committee  appointed  by  the  Judge 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  New  England  Society 
of  Northeastern  Pennsylvania,  of  the  Laurentian 
Club  of  Canada,  besides  being  affiliated  with  many 
■colleges  and  class  societies.  He  is  a director  in  the 
Wayne  County  Savings  Bank,  of  Honesdale, 
Pennsylvania. 

In  December,  1882,  Alonzo  T.  Searle  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Irwin,  a native 
of  Canada,  and  daughter  of  John  Irwin,  now  a 
farmer  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.  Three  children 
have  blessed  this  union:  Richard  Jewett,  who  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  was  drowned  in  a lake  on  his 
father’s  farm ; Charles  Putnam,  now  fourteen  years 
old,  attending  Honesdale  high  school ; and  Alonzo 
T.,  who  died  in  1899,  aged  four  years.  Mr.  Searle 
has  a brother,  Charles  P.,  who  is  a prominent  lawyer 
in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

PETER  WARNER  has  for.  many  years  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
Tannersville,  Monroe  county,  and  has  carried  on  op- 
erations there  as  a furniture  dealer  and  undertaker 
since  1872.  He  has  won  success  in  life  by  his  well- 
directed,  energetic  efforts,  and  the  prosperity  that 
has  come  to  him  is  certainly  well  deserved.  Besides 
his  property  in  the  village  he  owns  considerable  tim- 
ber land  and  several  fine  farms  in  Pocono  township, 
aggregating  300  acres,  and  he  oversees  the  opera- 
tion of  these  in  connection  with  his  other  business. 

For  several  generations  the  Warner  family  has 
made  its  home  in  this  section  of  the  State.  George 
Warner,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  near 
Nazareth,  Northampton  county,  and  when  a young 
man  removed  to  Eldred  township,  Monroe  county ; 
but  he  afterward  returned  to  his  native  county,  locat- 
ing near  Bath,  where  he  died.  Throughout  life 
he  followed  farming  and  lumbering.  He  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Rummage,  also  a native  of  Northampton 
county,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  children : 
George,  the  father  of  our  subject;  John  (deceased), 
who  married  a Miss  Patterson,  and  in  1826  moved  to 
Ohio,  where  he  reared  a large  family  ; Joseph,  who 
died  when  a young  man ; Jacob,  who  was  a soldier 
of  the  Civil  war  and  died  in  Wisconsin ; Mary,  who 
wedded  Joseph  Stout,  and  lived  in  Berwick,  Colum- 
bia Co.,  Penn.;  Susan  (deceased),  who  married  a 
Mr.  Keiper,  and  lived  in  Northampton  county; 
Sarah  (deceased),  who  married  Joseph  Barry,  of 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county ; and  Peter,  a 
blacksmith  and  farmer  (now  deceased),  who  lived 
in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  and  was  mar- 
ried. 

George  Warner,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Northampton  county,  February  16,  1790,  but  was 
reared  in  Monroe  county.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer,  lumberman  and  cooper,  and  as  such  was  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Eldred  township  until  1818, 
when  he  came  to  Pocono  township,  making  his  home 
here  until  his  death,  on  September  28,  1869.  He 
served  as  sergeant  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  cap- 
tain in  the  State  Militia  for  some  years.  He  always 


took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs, 
and  was  called  upon  to  fill  most  of  the  township 
offices.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a Lutheran,  while 
his  wife  adhered  to  the  German  Reformed  Church. 
On  March  1,  1812,  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county  (then  Northampton  county),  he  married 
Elizabeth  Anglemoyer,  daughter  of  John  and  Mar- 
garet (Marsh)  Anglemoyer,  both  of  German  de- 
scent. Our  subject  was  one  of  the  seven  children 
born  of  this  union:  Charles  (deceased)  married 

Elizabeth  Smith,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county,  where  his  widow  and 
family  still  reside;  William  (deceased)  married 
Elizabeth  Workeizer,  and  also  followed  farming  in 
Pocono  township;  Jacob  married  Lydia  Learn,  and 
is  an  agriculturist  of  Paradise  township,  Monroe 
county;  Levi  married  Matilda  Slutter,  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county;  An- 
drew, a blacksmith  and  gunsmith  by  trade,  married 
Sarah  Culbertson,  and  moved  to  Michigan,  where  he 
died  leaving  a large  family;  and  Samuel  married 
Elizabeth  Snyder,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Pocono  township. 

Peter  Warner,  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
view, was  born  in  Pocono  township,  December  25, 
1835,  and  received  a common-school  education.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  commenced  learning 
the  carpenter’s  and  cabinet  maker’s  trades,  and  later 
followed  contracting  and  building  until  i860.  He 
then  did  quite  an  extensive  and  profitable  business 
in  repairing  machinery  in  the  tanneries  which  were 
then  quite  numerous  in  Monroe  county,  being  thus 
employed  until  1872,  in  which  year  he  embarked  in 
the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  at  Tanners- 
ville. In  all  his  undertaking  he  has  met  with 
marked  success,  and  to-day  occupies  an  enviable  po- 
sition in  the  business  world,  not  alone  for  the  suc- 
cess that  he  has  achieved,  but  also  on  account  of  the 
honorable,  straightforward  business  policy  he  has 
ever  followed. 

On  March  22,  1855,  in  Pocono  township,  Mr. 
Warner  was  married  by  Rev.  Charles  Decker,  a Ger- 
man Reformed  Church  minister,  to  Miss  Lovina 
Sittler,  who  was  born  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  De- 
cember 28,  1832,  a daughter  of  George  and  Mary 
(Stroub)  Sittler.  They  have  become  the  parents  of 
four  children:  (1)  Edwin  F.,  born  January  8,  1857, 
is  now  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking 
business  at  Weatherby,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn.  He  mar- 
ried Carrie  Wuss  and  has  five  children.  (2)  Elmer, 
born  May  1,  1861,  is  also  a merchant  of  Weatherby. 
He  married  Annie  Kreskey,  and  has  four  children. 
(3)  Emma  S.,  born  January  8,  1859,  is  the  wife  of 
William  H.  Workeizer,  a tanner  by  trade,  and  they 
have  one  child;  their  home  is  in  Mt.  Jewett,  Elk  Co., 
Penn.  (4)  Sarah,  born  July  11,  1863,  married  W. 
Kreskey,  a hotelman,  of  McMichaels,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  they  have  five  children. 

Politically  Mr.  Warner  follows  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  father,  and  supports  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Democracy.  For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has 
most  efficiently  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
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has  also  been  assessor,  school  director  and  auditor  of 
his  township  for  several  terms.  In  all  the  relations 
of  life  he  has  been  found  true  to  every  trust  reposed 
in  him,  and  he  has  made  a most  capable  and  satisfac- 
torv  official.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon 
and  trustee,  while  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the 
Lutheran  Church.  During  his  life  he  has  belonged 
to  several  secret  societies,  and  still  affiliates  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity. 

CHARLES  B.  STAPLES  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Monroe  County  Bar,  his  legal 
knowledge  and  skill  being  called  into  service inmany 
of  the  most  important  cases  arising  in  that  section. 
For  more  than  twenty  years  he  has  been  in 
practice  at  Stroudsburg,  and  during  that  time  he 
has  also  held  several  political  offices,  in  which  he 
has  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
the  public. 

Mr.  Staples  was  born  November  24,  1853,  and 
during  his  youth  received  an  excellent  education, 
graduating  in  June,  1874,  from  Dickinson  College, 
Carlisle,  Penn.  On  May  26,  1876,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  Montrose  county,  and  engaged  in  prac- 
tice at  Stroudsburg.  In  May,  1885,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Cleveland  Collector  of  In- 
ternal Revenue  for  the  Twelfth  District  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  this  position  he  held  from  June  8, 
1885,  to  July  10,  1889.  He  then  returned  to  his 
professional  practice,  which  he  continued  success- 
fully until  his  appointment,  in  November,  1892,  by 
Hon.  Samuel  Dreher,  to  the  office  of  District  At- 
torney fer  Monroe  county.  Since  his  retirement, 
on  January  1,  1894,  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
his  profession  with  marked  success,  his  practice 
being  both  extensive  and  lucrative.  On  March  11, 
1878,  Mr.  Staples  married  Althea,  daughter  of 
Jerome  S.  Williams,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children,  viz. : Richard  Somer- 

ville, Jane  Williams,  Mary  Ann  and  Millard  Fil- 
more. 

Mr.  Staples  comes  of  honorable  pioneer  an- 
cestry, being  a great-grandson  in  the  maternal  line 
of  Jacob  Weiss,  assistant  quartermaster-general  in 
the  Revolutionary  army,  and  the  founder  of  Weiss- 
port,  Penn.,  while  on  the  paternal  side  he  is  a great- 
grandson  of  Sergt.  John  Staples,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Northampton  county.  This  worthy 
pioneer  was  born  May  18,  1754,  in  Islington,  Eng- 
land. and  came  to  America  in  1775,  landing  in  An- 
napolis, Md.,  in  June  of  that  year.  In  June,  1777, 
he  enlisted  in  the  first  regiment  raised  at  Annapo- 
lis, known  as  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  Artillery, 
under  Capt.  Brown  and  Col.  Charles  Harrison.  In 
December  of  the  same  year  he  re-enlisted  for  three 
years  in  that  regiment,  and  it  seems  that  he 
remained  at  Annapolis  until  sent  with  his  regiment 
to  the  historic  camp  at  Valley  Forge  to  join  the 
park  of  artillery.  As  Gen.  Washington  went  into 
winter  quarters  at  Valley  Forge  about  December 
*8,  T777>  it  is  likely  that  Sergt.  Staples  was  trans- 


ferred there  about  that  time.  On  the  evacuation 
of  Philadelphia  by  the  British  (June  18,  1778),  the 
regiment  marched  across  New  jersey  in  the  direc- 
tion of  New  York  City,  and  on  June  28,  an  ex- 
cessively hot  day,  they  overtook  the  enemy  at  Mon- 
mouth, N.  J.  After  pursuing  them  to  New  Bruns- 
wick, N.  J.,  the  division  to  which  our  sergeant  be- 
longed was  ordered  to  other  service,  and  crossed 
the  Hudson  river  at  White  Plains,  N.  Y.  In  June, 
1779,  he  was  stationed  at  Chester,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  but  in  October  of  that  year  he  was  detached 
and  ordered  to  Fort  Stanwix,  now  Rome,  Oneida 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  in  December,  1780,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  three  years,  he  received  his  discharge 
at  Philadelphia.  In  his  application  for  a pension 
under  the  act  of  1818,  he  made  no  mention  of  any 
service  prior  to  1777,  but  that  was  not  necessary  to 
establish  his  claim  under  the  act,  which  provided 
exclusively  for  Continental  soldiers.  His  widow, 
however,  stated  in  her  application  (which  was  made 
in  May,  1843),  that  he  served  in  the  Maryland  State 
Artillery  under  Capt.  Brown,  and  that  he  was  in 
the  battle  of  Long  Island  (August  27,  1776)  and 
at  Trentoir  on  December  26,  1776,  when  900  Hes- 
sians were  captured,  and  at  Brandywine,  Del.,  being 
wounded  in  one  of  these  engagements.  On  leav- 
ing the  army  Sergt.  Staples  settled  in  this  section, 
in  what  is  now  Monroe  county,  then  a part  of 
Northampton  county,  and  about  1818  he  was  re- 
siding in  Hamilton  township.  His  death  occurred 
February  2,  1843,  in  Monroe  county,  in  Smithfield 
township,  now  Stroud  township.  On  May  2,  1779, 
he  was  married  at  New  Germantown,  Somerset 
Co.,  N.  J.,  to  Margaret  Teeple,  who  was  born  July 
10,  1760,  and  was  reported  in  a letter  to  have  died 
August  17,  1848.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Rachel,  John,  Maty,  Rebecca,  William,  Jacob, 
Francis  J.,  Luke,  Elizabeth,  George  Me.,  James, 
Richard  and  Horatio  N.  Upon  the  tombstone  of 
the  old  hero,  in  the  cemetery  at  Stroudsburg,  we 
find  the  inscription:  “In  memory  of  John  Staples, 

a Revolutionary  soldier,  who  was  born  In  London, 
May  the  18th,  1754,  and  died  February  2,  1843.  He 
was  married  to  Margaret  Teeple,  1779.  He  had 
fourteen  children,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
grandchildren  and  fifty  grandchildren  married  and 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  great-grandchildren 
and  two  on  the  fifth  generation.  For  forty-four 
years  he  was  a follower  of  the  meek  and  lowly 
Savior.  He  died  in  the  full  triumph  of  faith  and 
went  home  to  rest.” 

William  Staples,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  January  31,  1786,  in  Smithfield  township, 
now  Stroud,  and  became  a prosperous  lumberman, 
owning,  with  his  son,  Richard  S.,  the  sawmill  at 
Spragueville,  known  as  Staples’  mill.  He  was  a 
Democrat-  in  politics,  but  did  not  take  an  active 
share  in  partisan  work.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Long, 
died  in  1844,  and  his  own  death  occurred  at 
Spragueville  June  9,  1847.  They  had  ten  children: 
Margaret,  Mary  Ann,  John  L.,  Sallie,  Richard  S., 
Eliza,  Amanda,  Nelson,  Rachel  and  Daniel. 
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Hon.  Richard  S.  Staples,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  January  27,  1818,  in  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  after  acquiring  a common- 
school  education  he  became  a clerk  in  a store  at 
Stroudsburg,  owned  by  the  firm  of  Stokes  & Brown. 
A year  later  he  purchased  Mr.  Brown’s  interest, 
and  for  seven  years  he  remained  in  partnership  with 
Judge  Stokes,  taking  the  entire  management  of  the 
business.  He  then  bought  out  the  Judge’s  share, 
and  for  a quarter  of  a century  he  conducted  the 
store  alone.  On  disposing  of  it  in  1862  he  engaged 
in  lumbering,  and  this  with  various  other  lines  of 
enterprise  occupied  his  attention  in  later  years.  For 
some  vears  he  operated  an  ochre- mill  in  Luzerne 
county,  and  as  one  of  five  partners  he  built  the 
Stroudsburg  street  railway,  serving  as  president  of 
the  company  until  he  sold  his  interest.  Together 
with  the  same  gentlemen  he  organized  the  Monroe 
County  Savings  Bank,  now  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Stroudsburg,  of  which  he  was  president  until 
18S5.  He  was  also  the  first  president  of  the 
Stroudsville  Woolen  Mills,  and  for  a number  of 
years  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Monroe  County 
Fire  Insurance  Company.  In  1883  he  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  Trenton  China  Company,  and  his 
well-known  ability  led  to  his  election  soon  after- 
ward to  the  post  of  president  and  manager  of  the 
company.  In  early  manhood  he  became  an  active 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  at  different 
times  he  was  chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  in  1872-73  he 
served  as  a member  of  the  lower  house  of  the  Leg- 
islature, in  which  he  was  appointed  on  five  com- 
mittees, his  energy  and  sound  judgment  being  con- 
spicuously displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  united  with  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  for  many  years  he  served  as 
steward  and  trustee,  while  for  thirty-two  consecu- 
tive vears  he  was  superintendent  of  a Sunday- 
school.  Wherever  he  was  known  he  gained  an  en- 
viable reputation  as  a man  of  sterling  integrity  and 
rare  executive  talents.  On  May  20,  1840,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Deborah  Coolbaugh,  daughter  of  Cor- 
nelius and  Margaret  Coolbaugh.  She  died  in  1846, 
and  in  November,  1848,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Thompson,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Thompson,  who 
died  in  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn.,  during  the  cholera 
epidemic.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three  chil- 
dren : Theodore,  Daniel  and  Mary,  and  by  his 

second  union  there  were  seven  children : John, 

Ella,  Charles  B.,  Stogdell  S.,  William,  Mary  and 
May. 

CAPT.  JUSTIN  NILIS,  who  is  now  living 
retired  on  a part  of  the  Nilis  homestead  at  Silver 
Lake,  in  Delaware  township.  Pike  county,  was  for 
a number  of  years  one  of  the  successful  farmers 
of  that  locality,  and  he  is  now  enjoying  his  declin- 
ing vears  in  well-deserved  repose,  which  after  his 
long  and  busy  life  he  can  fully  appreciate. 

" Capt.  Nilis  is  a native  of  Belgium,  born  May 
11,  1820,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Antoinette 


(Petit)  Nilis,  of  the  city  of  Mons,  who  came  with 
their  family  to  America  in  1842,  settling  in  New 
York  City.  The  father  was  an  artist  by  profession. 
He  died  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  the  moth- 
er in  1848,  and  both  are  buried  in  New  York. 
Justin  was  the  eldest  of  their  three  children.  Paul 
enlisted  in  a Connecticut  regiment  for  service  in 
the  Civil  war.  Mary  (now  deceased)  married  a 
Mr.  Duswee,  who  was  killed  while  serving  in  the 
Civil  war. 

Justin  Nilis  received  a thorough  education  in 
his  native  country,  after  his  preliminary  training 
entering  the  Brussels  College,  a school  of  arts  and 
manufactures,  where  he  studied  for  several  years. 
He  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  with  whom 
he  lived  for  the  most  part  during  their  lifetime,  and 
while  in  New  York  he  taught  school,  though  some- 
what irregularly,  for  a period  of  about  twelve 
years,  part  of  the  time  in  a French  college  con- 
ducted by  Peugnet  Bros,  in  Bank  street.  His  first 
marriage,  to  Miss  Isabella  Montgomery,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Rebecca  (Rowg)  Montgomery, 
was  celebrated  in  New  York  City,  January  1,  18471 
and  there  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  enlist- 
ment, on  September  25,  1861,  for  service  in  the  Civil 
war.  He  formed  Company  D,  Nineteenth  New 
York  Volunteers,  and  was  made  captain  of  same 
and  he  served  faithfully  for  his  term  of  three  years, 
when  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  from  the 
hospital  at  Annapolis,  Md. ; he  did  not  re-enlist 
on  account  of  disability.  Capt.  Nilis  saw  a great 
deal  of  active  service,  taking  part  in  numerous  en- 
gagements, skirmishes,  etc.,  notably  the  siege  of 
Port  Hudson,  the  Red  River  expedition,  the  opera- 
tions in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  others.  Though 
never  wounded,  he  suffered  exceedingly,  along 
with  others  of  his  command,  from  typhoid  and 
yellow  fever,  his  regiment  losing  eight  officers  and 
one  hundred  privates  from  the  latter  disease  alone, 
and  the  Captain  was  in  the  Annapolis  hospital  for 
three  months  previous  to  his  discharge.  His  armv 
record  is  indeed  an  honorable  one,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  venerated  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Mil- 
ford, in  whose  welfare  he  takes  a warm  interest..  ^ 

During  his  absence  at  the  front  Cant.  Nilis 
family  removed  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in  February, 
1864,  settling  on  the  homestead  at  Silver  Lake  which 
has  ever  since  been  occupied  bv  them,  and  here  he 
returned  at  the  expiration  of  his  term,  taking  up 
farming,  which  he  continued  to  follow  for  . some 
time : then  he  accepted  a position  as  teacher  in  the 
Charlier  Institute,  the  foremost  and  largest  French 
school  of  the  City  of  New  York,  where  he  acted  as 
head-master  and  conducted  the  institute  during  the 
orincipal’s  absence  in  Europe.  Capt.  Nilis  is  a 
hio-hlv  intelligent  man,  a good  conversationalist, 
well  informed  on  matters  of  general  interest,  and 
after  his  removal  to  Delaware  township  he  was  one 
of  its  active  public-spirited  citizens,  in  course  of 
time  becoming  well  known  in  the  neighborhool  of 
his  adopted  home.  By  thrift  and  good  manage- 
ment he  succeeded  in  acquiring  a comfortable  com- 
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petence,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  all  who  know  him  that 
lie  may  have  many  peaceful  years  in  which  to  enjoy 
the  result  of  his  early  toil.  He  has  lived  in  his  pres- 
ent home,  at  Silver  Lake,  since  1890.  Capt.  Nilis 
is  a Republican  in  political  sentiment,  but  he  has 
never  been  active  in  party  affairs  except  as  a voter. 

To  Justin  and  Isabella  (Montgomery)  Nilis 
were  born  children  as  follows : Montgomery,  De- 
cember 16,  1847,  who  died  November  9,  1861  ; 
Rebecca,  July  31,  1849,  died  April  15,  1896;  Pierre 
M.,  December  1,  1851;  Rupert  P.,  July  19,  1858; 
Marian  and  Eleanor  (twins),  March  1,  1856,  died 
in  infancy.  The  mother  passed  away  June  16,  1887, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  on  the  Nilis  home- 
stead, and  her  remains  rest  in  the  Delaware  ceme- 
tery. In  November,  1892,  while  visiting  at  the 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  Capt.  Nilis  wedded, 
at  Chicago,  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Julia  A.  (Bar- 
low)  Dennis,  a lady  whom  he  met  down  South  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  with  whom  he  had  corre- 
sponded for  some  years.  She  was  born  in  Mobile, 
Ala.,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Sarah  (Gilchrist) 
Barlow,  and  was  first  married  to  William  C.  Den- 
nis, who  conducted  a salt  works  in  Key  West,  Fla. 
He  died  in  1864,  aged  fifty-eight  years.  They  had 
no  children.  Mrs.  Nilis’  father  was  born  in  Cul- 
peper, \ a.,  was  reared  in  Kentucky,  and  married  at 
Mobile,  of  which  city  his  wife  was  a native.  They 
both  died  there,  he  in  1841  at  the  age  of  fifty-three 
years,  she  in  1877  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
one.  Julia  A.  was  the  youngest  in  their  family  of 
thirteen  children. 

Pierre  M.  Nilis,  son  of  Justin  and  Isabella 
(Montgomery)  Nilis, was  born  December  1,  1851,  in 
New  York  City,  and  came  with  the  family  to  Pike 
county  in  boyhood.  The  family  settled  on  the  site 
of  what  is  now  known  as  Edgemere,  and  here  Mr. 
Nilis  still  resides,  acting  as  manager  of  the  Edge- 
mere  Club  at  Silver  Lake,  which  is  on  the  old  Nilis 
homestead.  This  lake  is  one  and  one-half  miles 
long  and  half  a mile  wide,  and  is  one  of  the  deepest 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  well-stocked  with  fish 
of  various  kinds ; it  was  prominently  mentioned  in 
the  report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Fish  Commission 
for  1895  as  one  of  the  best  stocked  lakes  in  the 
State.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  manager  Mr. 
Nilis  carries  on  farming  on  his  own  account,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  active  citizens  of  Delaware  township, 
where  he  is  at  present  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace 
and  county  commissioner.  He  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Cooper. 

GEORGE  H.  RHOADS,  M.  D.,  a prominent 
and  successful  physician  of  Tobyhanna  Mills,  Mon- 
roe county,  was  born  in  Huntingdon  Valiev,  Mont- 
gomerv  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1857,  a son  of  Issachar  and 
Ann  (Hobensack)  Rhoads.  The  father  was  a native 
of  the  same  county,  born  in  1820,  and  was  a son  of 
Issachar  Rhoads,  Sr.,  an  old  settler  of  Montgomery 
county,  who  died  there  in  1827.  In  his  family 
were  four  children,  the  others  being  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Abraham  Lastle,  of  Montgomery  county. 


and  resides  at  Harleysville,  that  county;  John,  who 
married  and  located  in  Montgomery  countv,  where 
his  death  occurred;  and  Samuel  (deceased),  who 
also  married  and  became  a resident  of  Montgomery 
county. 

Issachar  Rhoads,  Jr.,  continued  to  reside  in  his 
native  county  for  some  years,  and  as  a contractor 
and  builder  successfully  engaged  in  business  in  Vir- 
ginia during  the  oil  excitement  in  that  State.  In 
1870  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  pur- 
chased real  estate  and  made  his  home  until  called 
from  this  life  in  1892.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
had  died  in  1861,  and  he  subsequently  married  Miss- 
Harriet  Watterman,  of  Hartford  county,  Md.,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children : Victor,  who  married 
and  located  in  Philadelphia ; and  Annie,  who  mar- 
ried and  located  in  Frankford,  Philadelphia.  By 
the  first  union  there  were  two  sons,  George  H.  and 
John.  The  latter  attended  school  at  Trenton,  N.  ].y 
where  he  received  a good  classical  education,  and 
later  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  graduating  from 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  in  which 
city  he  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  practice.  He 
married  Anna  Day,  of  that  city,  and  they  have  seven 
children:  Anna,  Bessie,  John,  Nellie,  Miriam,  Ella 
and  Frances  Margaret. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Rhoads  obtained  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Delaware  and  Philadel- 
phia, and  in  1876  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  Morgan,  of  Philadelphia.  Later  he  was 
graduated  at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  and  for 
one  year  engaged  in  practice  in  Philadelphia,  whence 
in  1880  he  came  to  Tobyhanna  Mills,  where  he  has 
since  successfully  engaged  in  practice..  He  has 
gained  an  enviable  reputation  among  his  profes- 
sional brethren  as  a physician  and  surgeon  of 
marked  ability. 

In  1885  Dr.  Rhoads  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Frances  Case,  a daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Harriet  Case,  well-known  and  prominent  citizens 
of  Monroe  county.  She  was  educated  in  the  select 
schools  of  Clinton,  N.  Y.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Tobyhanna  Mills:  Alfred,  in  1886; 
Cornelia,  in  1888;  Frances,  in  1892;  and  George  S., 
in  1897.  As  a Democrat,  the  Doctor  takes  quite  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  local  politics,  and  has 
been  a county  committeeman  for  a number  of  years. 
Socially  be  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men.  In  religious  faith  his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  while  he  holds  to  the  traditions 
of  his  Quaker  ancestry. 

PROF.  GEORGE  P.  BIBLE,  who  has  been  at 
the  head  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  East 
Stroudsburg  since  its  foundation,  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  educators  of  Pennsylvania.  Coming"  to 
his  present  post  with  a high  reputation  for  practical 
ability,  he  has  gained  new  laurels  by  his  efficient  ad- 
ministration, and  the  scores  of  teachers  equipped  for 
work  under  his  instruction  give  evidence  of  the 
value  of  his  efforts. 
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Prof.  Bible  is  an  American,  of  which  he  proudly 
boasts,  although  in  the  paternal  line  he  may  be  of 
French  origin,  as  his  great-grandfather  came  from 
Alsace-Loraine  at  an  early  day.  Both  his  grand- 
mothers, however,  were  of  English  descent.  Daniel 
Bible,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  a leading  pioneer 
of  Center  county,  Penn.,  married  Miss  Harriet  Pass- 
more,  a native  of  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  whose 
family  originated  in  England,  and  their  children 
were:  William  H.,  our  subject’s  father;  Daniel  P., 
editor  of  the  Commercial  World,  of  New  York  City; 
George  W.,  author  of  “Looking  Backward,”  a his- 
tory of  fashions,  and  editor  of  the  “Dry-Goods 
Chronicle,”  of  New  York  City,  a brief  history  of  the 
Franco-Prussian  war,  and  author  of  a French  and 
English  dictionary  (a  work  on  technical  French  and 
English  used  in  the  dry-goods  business)  ; Margaret, 
who  married  William  Stine,  of  Bellefonte,  Penn.; 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  J.  Hutton,  residing  on  a planta- 
tion near  Leesville,  N.  C. ; Jennie,  wife  of  David 
Edmiston,  a railroad  contractor,  formerly  of  Center 
county,  Penn.,  but  of  late  years  a resident  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Hettie,  who  married  a Mr.  Lahey,  and 
resides  on  a plantation  in  North  Carolina. 

William  H.  Bible,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1824,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Center  coun- 
ty, Penn.  He  became  a railroad  contractor,  but  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  he  responded  to  the 
first  call  to  arms,  becoming  a member  of  Company 
C,  148th  P.  V.  I.,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 
He  was  a man  of  commanding  presence,  and  as  an 
officer  was  conspicuous  for  his  courage.  During  his 
first  engagement,  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  as 
captain  of  his  company  he' led  his  men  under  the  guns 
of  the  enemy,  and  was  instantly  killed,  a fragment 
from  an  exploded  shell  passing  through  his  head. 
His  body  was  never  recovered,  being  buried  in  the 
wilderness.  He  married  Miss  Barbara  Houser,  who 
was  born  in  Center  county  November  23,  1828,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Houser,  a manufacturer  of 
woolen  goods  and  the  owner  of  a large  tract  of  land 
in  Center  county.  They  had  the  following  children  : 
F.  E.,  an  attorney,  formerly  of  Charleroi,  Penn.,  now 
of  Port  Angeles,  Wash. ; Anna,  wife  of  Harry  Eyre, 
a lumberman  in  the  town  of  Lester,  Wash. ; George 
P.,  our  subject,  and  Elizabeth  M.,  who  married  A. 
L.  Bird,  formerly  of  Philadelphia,  now  of  Tacoma. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  26,  1858,  at 
Bellefonte,  Penn.,  and  was  but  four  years  old  when 
the  dreaded  war  cloud  burst  over  his  head  which 
claimed  his  father  as  one  of  its  victims.  Upon  the 
death  of  the  father  the  mother  moved  to  Houserville, 
Center  county,  Penn.,  where  she  inherited  a farm, 
and  there  George  as  a boy  spent  many  a day  follow- 
ing the  plow,  making  hay,  and  in  all  the  duties  con- 
nected with  the  life  of  a farmer.  It  is  said  with 
pride  by  the  neighboring  farmers,  that  there  was 
never  a “lazy  bone  in  his  body.”  Here  he  laid  the 
foundation  for  those  traits  of  perseverance,  industry 
and  integrity  which  so  nobly  aided  him  in  the  strug- 
gle of  life  in  after  years.  He  attended  the  county 
district  school,  the  Centre  Hall  graded  school  and 


Academy,  and,  as  a result  of  his  own  exertions,  man- 
aged to  enter  the  Shippensburg  State  Normal  for 
a term,  after  which  he  entered  upon  the  scientific 
course  at  the  Pennsylvania  State  College,  which 
owing  to  lack  of  funds  he  was  unable  to  finish. 
Subsequently  he  took  a course  in  the  National  School 
of  Elocution  in  Philadelphia,  graduating  therefrom 
m 1880.  Plis  natural  gifts  as  a speaker  and  reader 
had  already  won  for  him  an  enviable  reputation,  as 
he  had  been  known  as  the  “boy  elocutionist,”  and  his 
matured  and  disciplined  powers  soon  commanded 
even  wide  fame.  On  leaving  school  he  began  teach- 
ing in  Center  county,  and  at  the  same  time  he  en- 
gaged in  institute  work  as  a teacher  of  elocution, 
meeting  with  well-merited  success.  For  one  year 
he  was  deputy  prothonotary  at  Kosciusko,  lnd., 
where  he  began  reading  law,  and  he  was  afterward 
employed  for  two  years  as  a bookkeeper  for  the 
American  Galvanic  Electrical  Company,  at  Chicago, 
111.  On  returning  to  Bellefonte  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  his  brother,  Frank  E.  Bible,  who  was 
then  serving  his  second  term  as  county  recorder  of 
deeds  for  Center  county,  Penn.,  and  they  engaged  in 
publishing  the  Center  Democrat,  but  after  two  years 
lie  sold  his  interest  and  took  the  position  of  Profes- 
sor of  Elocution  and  English  in  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Lock  Haven,  Penn.,  and  later  he  held  a 
similar  position  in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Indi- 
ana, Penn.  In  the  meantime  he  became  prominent 
in  institute  work  in  this  State. 

In  1885  Prof.  Bible  married  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Bradley,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Ellen  Bradley. 
She  is  a native  of  England  and  came  to  America 
when  five  years  of  age.  Three  children  have 
blessed  this  union : Helen,  Dorothy  and  Genevieve. 
Our  subject  credits  much  of  his  success  to  his  esti- 
mable wife,  who  is  a woman  of  excellent  judgment, 
culture  and  refinement,  and  a fine  vocalist.  They 
are  both  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  act- 
ive workers  in  the  same.  Prof.  Bible  is  a man  of 
broad  and  liberal  views,  full  of  push  and  energy, 
and  is  known  far  and  wide  in  the  State  as  one  of 
her  gifted  institute  instructors.  He  has  taken  spe- 
cial work  in  Clark  University.  He  is  the  youngest 
principal  in  the  State  Normal  School  of  his  native 
State,  and  has  served  as  principal  and  organizer 
since  the  school  opened  in  1893. 

TOPIN  B.  WILLIAMS,  of  Stroudsburg,  is  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  Monroe  County  Bar, 
and  in  his  present  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  for 
Monroe  county  he  has  added  new  laurels  to  those 
gained  by  his  general  practice.  He  is  of  a strong 
type  of  character,  promising"  success  in  any  line  of 
effort,  and  his  many  friends  anticipate  for  him  a 
bright  future. 

The  Williams  family  originated  in  Wales,  and 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  Joseph  Williams,  a native 
of  that  country,  made  his  home  in  early  manhood 
in  America.  He  married  Miss  Mary  McKinney, 
a native  of  Ireland  and  a Protestant  in  religious 
faith,  and  for  some  time  they  resided  in  New  York 
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City,  but  their  last  days  were  spent  in  South  Ster- 
ling, Wayne  county,  at  the  home  of  our  subject’s 
father,  having  removed  to  that  county  in  1818. 
Mrs.  Joseph  Williams  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four, 
hut  Mr.  Williams  lived  to  his  ninety-seventh  year, 
and  at  that  time  every  tooth  was  in  its  place  except 
one  which  had  been  broken  by  a fall  from  the  yard- 
arm of  a ship.  For  about  forty  years  he  followed 
the  sea,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  Stephen  Girard,  his  first  acquaintance  with  that 
somewhat  eccentric  individual  being  marked  by  pe- 
culiar circumstances.  Having  applied  for  work,  he 
was  told  to  turn  a grindstone,  and  although  there 
was  no  apparent  use  in  the  labor  he  kept  at  it  faith- 
fully all  day,  his  employer  passing  near  every  hour 
or  so  as  if  to  keep  watch  of  his  movements.  Noth- 
ing was  said  that  night,  but  next  morning  while,  at 
breakfast  be  received  an  unexpected  visit  from  Mr. 
Girard  who  said:  “I  see  you  have  plenty  to  eat,  so 
you  provide  for  your  family,  and  I guess  you  are  in- 
dustrious,” with  the  further  announcement  that  he 
could  have  the  position  of  second  mate  on  one  of 
his  (Mr.  Girard’s)  ships.  He  had  two  children: 
Jeremiah,  our  subject’s  father;  and  Martha,  who 
married  Benjamin  Sheerer,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four. 

Jeremiah  Williams  was  born  in  1 8 1 1 , in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  died  in  1886  at  his  farm  near 
South  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  where  he  had  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  for  many  years,  having 
removed  to  that  locality  in  1818.  He  was  a Bap- 
tist in  religious  faith,  and  he  and  his  wife  won  the 
esteem  of  their  neighbors  by  their  excellent  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart.  He  married  Miss  Ruth  Bartle- 
son,  who  was  born  January  1,  1815,  at  Snydersville, 
Monroe  county,  and  died  December  2,  1899,  at  the 
old  home  at  South  Sterling.  They  had  the  follow- 
ing children : Rebecca,  who  married  T.  S.  Osborne, 
of  South  Sterling ; Sarah  ( 1 ) , who  died  in  infancy  ; 
Miss  Martha,  who  resides  at  home ; Susan,  de- 
ceased; Frances,  wife  of' Peter  F.  Osborne,  of  Ar- 
lington, Wayne  county;  Sarah  (2),  who  married 
Josiah  Whitaker,  and  died  in  1886 : John  B.,  our  sub- 
ject; Alice,  wife  of  Edward  Kimble,  of  Lake  Ariel, 
Penn.;  Ella,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  J.  Walter,  a 
resident  of  Elmhurst,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

John  B.  Williams  was  born  June  21,  1854,  at 
the  homestead  near  South  Sterling,  where  his  edu- 
cation was  begun  in  the  public  schools.  He  also 
attended  an  academy  at  Hollisterville,  Penn.,  and 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and 
later  took  a course  under  a private  instructor,  Prof. 
John  S.  Dooley,  of  South  Sterling.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  taught  school  for  several  terms ; but  finding 
the  work  unremunerative  he  secured  employment 
as  a bookkeeper  in  the  Stroudsburg  glass  factory 
at  East  Stroudsburg.  After  two  and  one-half 
years  the  firm  purchased  a plant  at  Binghamton, 
N.  T .,  and  sent  Mr.  Williams  there  as  assistant  man- 
ager. He  remained  two  years  and  then,  returning 
to  Stroudsburg,  he  began  the  studv  of  law  with  A. 


A.  Dinsmore.  On  December  11,  1884,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar,  and  for  a short  time  he  was  in 
the  office  of  Stephen  Holmes,  but  later  he  became 
associated  with  E.  A.  Bell,  with  whom  he  remained 
four  years,  gaining  valuable  insight  into  the  branch 
of  law  involved  in  insurance  business.  He  then 
spent  three  }rears  as  a clerk  in  the  county  commis- 
sioners’ office,  and  as  he  had  been  gradually  work- 
ing up  a practice  he  found  himself  in  a position  to 
devote  his  attention  exclusively  to  professional 
work.  In  1893  he  resigned  his  clerkship,  having 
been  elected  district  attorney,  and  in  1896  he  was 
re-elected  to  that  position. 

In  1886  he  married  Miss  Sue  Eva  Plumer,  who 
was  born  July  25,  1866,  at  New  Ffope,  Penn.,  on  the 
site  chosen  by  Gen.  Washington  in  1776,  as  his 
headquarters,  and  from  which  place  Gen.  Washing- 
ton started  on  his  famous  trip  of  crossing  the  Dela- 
ware with  his  army.  Three  children  have  blessed 
this  union:  Jeremiah  Palmer;  Roger,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years  and  two  months ; and  Augusta 
Mcllhaney.  Mr.  Williams  and  his  wife  are  promi- 
nent in  social  life,  and  he  is  a member  of  Otseningo 
Lodge  No.  435,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Binghamton.  N.  Y., 
Monroe  Chapter  No.  281,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Stroudsburg, 
Penn. ; Malta  Commandery  No.  21,  K.  T.,  all  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Irene  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N. 
M.  S„  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; also  of  Fort  Penn 
Lodge  No.  134,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Stroudsburg. 

HON.  MILTON  DIMMICK  MOTT,  de- 
ceased. On  November  1,  1895,  this  honored  citi- 
zen passed  away  at  his  home  in  Milford,  Pike  coun- 
ty, his  death  causing  a profound  shock  to  the  peo- 
ple of  that  community,  where  his  public  services 
bad  made  his  name  a household  word.  As  editor 
of  the  Milford  Dispatch,  and  he  wielded  wide  and 
useful  influence  for  good,  and  years  of  able  and 
faithful  discharge  of  duty  in  important  official  po- 
sitions had  gained  for  him  the  entire  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens  without  regard  to  party.  Though 
scarcely  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  had  achieved  a 
standing  of  which  any  man  might  well  be  proud, 
and  the  following  memoir  is  appropriately  inserted 
in  this  volume  for  preservation. 

The  Mott  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  our 
subject  could  trace  bis  ancestry  in  a direct  line  from 
1622,  from  entries  in  an  old  family  Bible  brought 
from  England  bv  bis  first  American  ancestor,  his 
great-grandfather,  Edward  Mott.  This  Bible,  still 
in  a good,  state  of  preservation,  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mrs.  Henry  K.  Fox,  of  Philadelphia,  a 
descendant  of  Edward  Mott.  Edward  Mott  was 
born  March  3,  1752,  in  England,  and  on  January 
24,  1763,  was  indentured  as  an  apprentice  in  the 
grocery  and  chandlery  business  to  William  Harris, 
of  Coventry,  England,  to  which  place  his  widowed 
mother,  Jane  (Stiles)  Mott,  had  removed  from 
London  a short  time  previous.  At  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years  he  enlisted  in  the  “Second  Troop  of 
Life  Guards,”  and  served  as  a “private  gentleman” 
seven  vears  and  five  months.  On  October  20, 
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1776,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Beckett,  daughter  of 
Jarvis  Beckett,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
two  children,  Edward  and  William  B.  In  1798 
Edward  Mott  came  to  America  with  his  wife  and 
two  sons,  and  his  father-in-law,  Jarvis  Beckett,  then 
about  seventy-five  years  of  age,  was  also  of  the  party. 
This  old  gentleman,  born  July  19,  1723,  had  enlisted 
in  1744  in  the  “Second  Troop  of  Life  Guards,”  then 
commanded  by  Lord  Amherst,  and  remained  in  the 
service  forty-four  years.  He  died  December  23, 
1806,  and  was  buried  at  Easton,  Penn.  Mr.  Mott 
came  to  this  country  possessed  of  means,  with  the  In- 
tention of  establishing  an  agency  for  the  sale  of 
English  hardware  and  cutlery,  and  remained  in  New 
York  City  until  1803,  thence  removing  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  after  a short  stay  in  that  city  settling 
in  Easton,  Penn.,  when  he  purchased  a house  at 
the  northeast  corner  of  Second  and  Northampton 
streets.  His  son  William  B.  located  in  Philadelphia. 

Edward  Mott,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  October  3,  1780,  in  the  parish  of  St.  James, 
Westminster,  London,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
the  family  in  1798,  studied  law  in  Easton,  Penn., 
and  became  a successful  lawyer.  In  1815  he  re- 
moved to  Milford,  Penn.,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  there  January  13,  1834. 
He  married,  for  his  first  wife,  Faithful  Slay- 
maker,  of  Easton,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Jarvis 
Beckett  Mott,  who  died  January  26,  1863,  at  jersey 
City,  N.  J.  In  1810  he  married  (second)  Elizabeth 
Spering,  daughter  of  Henry  Spering,  who  from  the 
rank  of  fifer  in  the  Revolutionary  army  rose  to  that 
of  general  in  the  war  of  1812;  he  held  the  offices  of 
sheriff  and  prothonotary  in  Northampton  county. 
Children  as  follows  blessed  the  second  union  : ( 1 ) Sarah 
Markrina  died  young.  (2)  Henry  S.,  born  Novem- 
ber 11,  1 8 1 1 , at  Easton,  Penn.,  died  June  7,  1877,  at 
Milford;  be  married  (first)  Hannah  Bull,  and 
(second)  Delinda  Peters.  He  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  Pike  county  in  his  day,  serving  as  sheriff, 
prothonotary,  canal  commissioner,  representative, 
State  senator,  and  in  other  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. (3)  Edward,  born  in  1814,  died  April 
3,  1877,  at  East  Stroudsburg.  (4)  William  Pitt, 
born  June  28,  1818,  died  young.'  (5)  Charles  Fox, 
born  June  28,  1818,  died  September  20,  1862,  at 
Philadelphia;  he  married  a Miss  Smith.  (6)  Oscar 
Harold,  born  October  8,  1821,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below. 

Capt.  Oscar  Harold  Mott  was  born  at  Milford 
October  8,  1821,  and  died  in  that  village,  January  4, 
1864.  On  January  11, 1846,  hewas  married  at  Milford 
to  Miss  Theodosia  Clark,  by  whom  he  had  the  fol- 
lowing children : Ann  Barton,  widow  of  Hion. 
David  A.  Wells,  of  Milford,  formerly  a representa- 
tive in  the  State  Legislature ; Sarah  A.,  deceased ; 
Milton  D.,  our  subject ; Edward  C.,  deceased  ; Henry 
S.,  a government  official  at  Washington,  D.  C.,'who 
married  Grace  Van  Auken ; and.  Elizabeth  S.,  wife 
of  C.  O.  Armstrong,  a druggist  at  Milford.  Mrs. 
Theodosia  (Clark)  Mott,  our  subject’s  mother, 
was  born  at  Milford,  April  30,  1825,  a daughter  of 


John  B.  Clark,  and  a granddaughter  of  James 
Barton,  an  Englishman,  who  married  Sarah  Riddus, 
of  Germantown,  Penn.,  and  became  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  at  Milford.  John  B.  Clark  was  born 
in  Orange  county,  New  York,  and  came  to  Milford 
in  early  manhood  to  engage  in  mercantile  business. 
He  was  married  there  to  Miss  Ann  Barton,  who 
died  in  1832;  he  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy. 
This  worthy  couple  had  five  children : S.  Augusta, 
widow  of  William  C.  Salmon,  formerly 'an  attorney 
in  Milford,  Penn.;  James,  deceased;  Theodosia, 
mother  of  our  subject;  and  Vincent  and  John  B., 
both  deceased. 

Hon.  Milton  D.  Mott  was  born  January  31, 
1852,  at  Milford,  and  as  he  was  only  twelve  years 
old  when  his  father  died  he  was  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources  at  an  age  when  most  boys  are  free 
from  care.  His  educational  opportunities  were  lim- 
ited, much  of  his  knowledge  being  “picked  up”  in 
various  newspaper  offices  where  he  was  employed, 
having  learned  the  printer’s  trade  in  the  Milford 
Herald  office.  He  worked  on  the  Honesdale  Herald, 
the  Newton  Herald,  and  several  other  country  news- 
papers, and  was  employed  in  the  Port  Jervis  Gazette 
office  for  a number  of  years,  commencing  in  1871. 
He  was  an  industrious  and  swift  compositor,  and 
while  working  in  New  York  City,  on  Beekman 
street,  he  had  no  superior  in  that  line.  In  1878 
he  purchased  the  Milford  Herald,  and  changing  the 
name  of  the  journal  to  the  Dispatch,  he  soon  made 
it  one  of  the  leading  country  papers  of  the  State. 
He  had  a large  acquaintance  in  this  section  and  was 
naturally  drawn  into  public  life,  for  which  he  was 
eminently  fitted.  In  1884  he  was  elected  Repre- 
sentative to  the  State  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
serving  two  terms,  and  during  his  absence  at  the 
State  Capital  the  late  Col.  Charles  N.  Pine  edited 
the  Dispatch,  About  seven  years  ago  Mr.  Mott  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  the  office  of 
associate  judge  of  Pike  county  left  vacant  by  the 
death  of  George  Drake.  He  was  re-elected  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
held  the  office.  Some  years  ago  he  was  chief 
burgess  of  the  Borough  of  Milford,  and  he  also 
held  several  minor  local  offices.  On  August  23, 
1888,  he  was  married  at  Milford  to  Mrs.  Alice 
(Westbrook)  Emerson,  daughter  of  John  C.  West- 
brook, of  whom  an  extended  account  is  given  else- 
where, and  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Gouverneur  Emer- 
son, a native  of  Delaware,  who  came  to  Milford  with 
his  parents  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  and  on  gradu- 
ating from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  engaged  in  practice  at  that 
place,  where  he  died  February  4,  1886,  aged  thirty- 
three  years.  Dr.  Emerson  was  a man  of  fine  talents, 
and  was  highly  esteemed  socially ; he  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Knights  Templar.  Mrs.  Mott,  who 
has  always  been  prominent  in  the  best  social  circles 
of  Milford,  is  a lady  of  rare  culture  and  refinement. 
Three  children  were  born  of  her  union  with  our 
subject;  Virginia  Barton,  Gertrude  Brodhead  and 
John  C.,  who  are  all  living. 
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Mr.  Mott’s  death  was  sudden  and  unexpected, 
a hemorrhage  of  the  lungs  cutting  short  his  career 
while  he  was  apparently  in  full  vigor.  His  funeral 
was  largely  attended,  and  the  floral  tributes  sent 
by  mourning  friends  and  relatives  fairly  enveloped 
the  casket.  Perhaps  no  better  summary  of  his  life 
and  character  could  be  found  than  that  of  his  pastor, 
Rev.  Mr.  Nichols,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
his  touching  address  on  this  solemn  occasion.  He 
spoke  briefly  of  the  providential  lesson  in  a life  cut 
off  in  midcareer,  and  pointed  out  that  youth  and 
strength  are  not  to  be  presumed  upon.  Then,  after 
dwelling  on  the  increased  sense  of  loss  when  death 
occurs  under  such  circumstances,  and  the  need  of 
faith  in  God  to  hush  complaints,  he  continued  as 
follows : 

We  are  less  disposed  to  murmur,  also,  if  we  can  see  in 
one  of  these  so-called  unfinished  lives  in  early  maturity  and 
a record  of  usefulness  scarcely  surpassed  by  lives  of  longer 
span,  and  this,  I think,  we  can  do  in  the  present  instance. 

Milton  Dimmick  Mott  was  early  left  to  fight  the  battle 
of  life  almost  alone.  His  school-room  was  the  printing  office, 
one  of  the  best,  if  advantage  is  taken  of  its  opportunities. 
Time  and  again,  in  our  American  history,  literature  and 
statesmanship  have  been  adorned  by  its  graduates.  Some 
men  it  educates  mechanically;  they  have  rare  skill  as  crafts- 
men; and  some  it  broadens  and  develops  intellectually.  For 
our  friend  I am  sure  it  did  both.  An  editor  is  always  closely 
identified  wiih  public  interests.  He  diffuses  information, 
moulds  opinion,  originates  and  fosters  enterprises,  is  a prime 
factor  in  guiding  and  developing  the  life  of  the  community. 
In  this  office  Mr.  Mott  exerted  his  legitimate  influence;  his 
paper  reflecting  the  man,  and  becoming  the  instrument 
through  which  he  impressed  himself  upon  others.  It  has 
been  said  that  one  should  not  leave  the  editorial  chair  of  one 
of  our  great  daily  journals,  even  for  a seat  in  the  White 
House.  On  the  same  principle  the  editor  of  a local  journal 
may  not  feel  greatly  attracted  by  local  honors.  And  yet 
such  a position  naturally  leads  to  others  of  a public  character. 
The  place  may  seek  the  man  if  not  the  man  the  place.  As 
a public  servant  Mr.  Mott  was  above  reproach;  characterized 
by  a high  sense  of  honor  and  an  uncompromising  integrity. 
His  hands  were  clean,  his  aims  were  true  and  his  standard 
high.  If  I may  speak  from  knowledge  gained  through 
private  intercourse  with  him,  he  believed  firmly  the  principles 
which  he  advocated,  both  in  office  and  out  of  it, and  sought  by 
adherence  to  them  to  promote  the  general  welfare.  At  the 
same  time  he  could  recognize  intelligence  and  principle 
among  those  who  differed  with  him,  and  he  fought  them 
frankly  and  fairly.  He  earnestly  sought  the  purification  of 
politics,  but  he  knew  that  it  was  an  ideal  most  difficult  of 
attainment.  When  I come  to  speak  of  those  finer'personal 
traits  which  endeared  him  to  so  many,  I find  myself  in  dan- 
ger of  repeating  what  has  been  said  by  others.  The  nimble 
types  have  anticipated  me  and  I do  not  begrudge  them  the 
loving  service.  I think  they  must  have  fallen  into  their 
places  with  singular  readiness,  weaving  a chaplet  for  the 
brow  of  him  who  was  their  life-long  friend.  He  was  a man 
of  unaffected  modesty  Gentle,  unobtrusive,  of  a rare 
sweetness  of  spirit;  warm  and  true  in  his  friendship;  large- 
hearted,  generous  and  helpful  to  all.  To  this,  I think,  and 
not  to  his  conspicuous  public  position,  is  largely  due  this 
deep  stirring  of  the  heart  of  our  community.  This  it  is 
which,  not  only  from  our  own  town,  but  from  the  country 
about  and  from  far  and  wide,  has  drawn  the  people  here  to 
follow  him  to  his  burial. 

Let  me  not  attempt  to  portray  what  he  was  in  the  house- 
hold, how  tender  a son,  how  kind  and  generous  a brother, 
how  affectionate  a father,  how  elevated  a husband.  We  do 
not  withdraw  the  veil  from  this  sanctuary.  Here  are  things 
which  the  home  circle  will  tell  over  one  to  another  on  many 
an  after  occasion,  and  which  will  never  be  lost  out  of 
memory.  One  other  sphere  I must  mention,  in  order  that 
you  may  see  the  man  as  he  was,  and  that  the  whole  power  of 


his  example  may  be  felt  by  those  to  whom  I speak — I mean 
the  sphere  of  religion.  Thoughtful  and  with  a deep  respect 
for  sacred  things,  even  when  his  life  tended  away  from  them, 
this  early  promise  only  seemed  to  be  fulfilled,  when  at  last 
he  gave  to  these  things  their  legitimate  place  in  heart  and 
life.  This  was  now  nearly  four  years  ago.  For  some  time 
previous  he  had  been  a most  attentive  listener  to  the  truth. 
I say  it,  notin  empty  eulogy,  but  as  a tribute  sincerely  due, 
that  since  I began  my  ministry  to  this  people,  no  face  in  my 
congregation  has  attracted  me,  interested  me,  encouraged 
me,  more  than  his.  The  final  step  he  took  deliberately, 
and  with  an  earnest  desire  that  his  testimony  for  Christ,  as 
his  personal  Lord  and  Savior,  might  be  understood  by  all. 
Since  then,  his  life  has  been  that  of  a true  disciple — a firm 
friend  of  the  church,  and  its  faithful  supporter,  with  his  coun- 
sels, his  services,  his  purse,  his  prayers;  an  example  of  the 
believers  m word,  in  charity,  in  conversation,  in  spirit,  in 
faith,  in  purity.  For  such  a one,  heavy  burdens  become  light, 
death  has  no  terrors,  and  regrets  at  parting  with  loved  ones 
give  way  to  those  eternal  hopes,  not  only  for  self  but  for 
them,  which  spring  from  the  “Knowledge  of  the  light  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

REV.  DANIEL  F.  HELLER  (deceased)  was 
an  earnest  and  consistent  Christian,  whose  life  was 
devoted  to  the  work  of  the  Master,  as  a minister  in 
the  Lutheran  Church.  It  is  our  duty  to  mark  our 
appreciation  of  such  a man — a man  true  to  every  re- 
lation of  life,  faithful  to  every  trust,  and  seeking- 
only  the  public  good. 

Mr.  Heller  was  a native  of  Monroe  county,  born 
in  Hamilton  township,  in  June,  1830,  son  of  Anthony 
and  Sarah  (Fetherman)  Heller,  who  were  also  born 
in  Hamilton  township  and  died  at  Shawnee,  Smith- 
field  township,  on  their  farm.  In  their  family  were 
the  following-  children;  Mercer;  Philip;  George;. 
Daniel;  Rosana,  wife  of  Jacob  Miller,  of  Strouds- 
burg; Catherine,  wife  of  Luke  Staples,  of  Strouds- 
burg; Sarah  H.,  wife  of  David  Ace,  of  Smithfield 
township  ; Sybilla,  wife  of  John  Smoyer,  of  Strouds- 
burg. All  are  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of 
Mrs.  Smoyer,  and  George,  also  a resident  of 
Stroudsburg. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home 
farm  in  Hamilton  township,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  for 
some  years  he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in 
the  schools  of  Monroe  county.  Later  he  attended 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Hartwick,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1858,  and  on  June  of  the  same 
year  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Bush,  of  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  daughter  of  John  B.  and 
Elizabeth  (Mann)  Bush,  the  former  a native  of 
Smithfield  township,  the  latter  of  Newton,  N.  J. 
Her  maternal  grandparents  were  Philip  and  Sarah 
Mann,  who  belonged  to  an  old  and  prominent  family 
of  New  Jersey.  In  the  Bush  family  were  ten  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Simon  Myers,  of 

Smithfield  township ; Christina,  wife  of  Peter  Eilen- 
berger ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Trach,  of  Smithfield 
township;  Emma,  wife  of  Charles  Wallace,  of  Pike 
county,  Penn.;  Sarah,  a resident  of  Stroudsburg; 
Caroline,  now  Mrs.  Heller;  Andrew;  Theodore; 

'John;  and  Josiah  (deceased). 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Heller  was  called 
io  the  pastorate  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  West 
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Cainp,  N.  Y.,  on  the  Hudson  river,  where  he  re- 
mained for  seven  years.  While  residing  there  he 
was  taken  ill  with  a bilious  attack,  and  after  a short 
illness  died  November  22,  1864,  leaving  his  young 
wife  with  two  small  children.  His  death  was  widely 
and  deeply  mourned  for  he  not  only  had  the  love  and 
respect  of  his  own  congregation,  but  was  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  life  was  a 
constant  inspiration  to  those  who  saw  his  zealous  and 
self-sacri  (icing  work  in  the  advancement  of  the  cause 
of  religion.  Politically  he  was  a strong  Republican, 
and  always  took  a deep  and  commendable  interest 
in  public  affairs. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Heller  re- 
turned to  her  parents’  old  home  in  Shawnee,  Monroe 
county,  where  she  remained  for  a year  and  a half, 
and  then  purchased  a home  for  herself  and  children 
in  Branchville,  Smithfield  township,  known  as  the 
Muncie  property.  Here  she  has  resided  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  has  successfully  engaged  in  dress 
making.  She  heroically  provided  for  her  own  sup- 
port and  that  of  her  children,  and  now  since  they  are 
grown  and  have  gone  to  homes  of  their  own,  she  is 
able  to  lay  aside  business  cares,  enjoying  a wr ell- 
earned  rest.  For  her  success  she  deserves  much 
credit,  and  she  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
entire  community. 

Flora  Heller,  the  only  daughter  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  in  1859, 
and  received  a fine  classical  education  in  the  Doyles- 
town  schools.  I11  1881  she  married  Henry  Peterson, 
a native  of  Norway,  and  they  make  their  home  in 
Monroe,  Jasper  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  owns  a fine 
farm.  They  have  four  children,  Karl,  Anna  May, 
Ralph  and  Kyle,  all  born  in  Iowa. 

D.  Ernest  Heller,  the  only  son,  was  born  in 
Monroe  county,  Penn.,  in  1865,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood at  his  mother's  home  in  Smithfield  township. 
Fie  was  educated  in  the  high  schools  of  Stroudsburg 
and  Brodheadsville,  was.  a bright  scholarly  young 
man  and  always  stood  high  in  his  classes.  In  May, 
1887,  he  joined  his  sister  in  Iowa,  but  a year  later 
located  at  Greeley,  Colo.,  where  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  two  years.  He  then  entered 
the  School  of  Mines  in  that  State,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  the  chemical  department,  and  where  he  also 
studied  civil  engineering.  In  1895  he  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Jones,  of  Denver,  Colo.,  a lady  of  culture 
and  refinement,  and  they  now  reside  in  Butte  City, 
Mont.,  where  he  is  superintendent  of  large  smelting 
works  blonging  to  Heinzy  Brothers.  He  is  well 
educated,  is  a man  of  good  business  ability,  and  has 
the  entire  confidence  of  his  employers.  In  1895 
Mrs.  Heller  visited  her  children  in  the  West,  spend- 
ing one  year  in  Iowa  and  Butte  City,  Montana. 

THOMAS  HARTFORD  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  most  successful  lumbermen  and  farmers 
of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  and,  as  the 
result  of  his  untiring  labors,  ambition,  energy  and 
well-directed  efforts,  he  is  to-day  the  possessor  of  a 
handsome  competence  and  comfortable  home,  where 


he  is  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the  society  of  his 
family  and  friends  in  the  midst  of  the  comforts 
that  go  to  make  life  worth  living. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Hartford  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Salem  township,  March 
22,  1830,  and  is  a son  of  Edwin  and  Susannah 
(Hazelton)  Hartford,  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
Ireland,  respectively.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
Edwin  Hartford  ran  away  from  home  and  followed 
the  sea  for  some  time,  becoming  part  owner  of  a 
vessel.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  he 
came  to  Wayne  county,  and  located  on  the  west 
branch  of  Paupack  creek,  in  Salem  township,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  During  the  war 
of  1812  he  assisted  in  building  a fort,  tie  died  in 
1872,  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-six  years,  and 
the  mother  of  our  subject  passed  away  in  1852,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  both  being  buried  in  Sa- 
lem township  cemetery.  The  children  born  to  them 
were  Edmond,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years ; Thomas,  of  this  sketch ; and  Susannah,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  The  father  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a Miss  Brown, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Jerusha  was  three 
times  married,  first  to  a Mr.  Merritt,  second  to  a 
Mr.  Garrison,  and  third  to  a Mr.  Degrass,  all  now 
deceased.  Joanna  married  William  Widderman,  and 
both  are  now  deceased. 

During  his  minority  Thomas  Hartford  aided 
in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  and  after  leaving 
the  parental  roof  he  worked  in  a shovel-handle 
factory  at  Daleville,  Penn.,  at  intervals,  for  three 
years.  The  following  four  years  he  followed  the 
carpenter's  trade,  and  then  erected  a sawmill  on  the 
site  of  his  present  mill  in  Salem  township,  where  his 
father  built  the  first  mill.  Prosperity  has  crowned 
his  efforts,  and  though  he  has  given  to  each  of  his 
children  a farm  he  is  still  the  owner  of  a valuable 
place  of  200  acres  in  Sterling  township,  on  which 
he  has  made  his  home  since  leaving  the  old  home- 
stead in  Salem  township,  in  1853. 

At  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  August  22,  1853, 
Mr.  Hartford  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Frances  J.  Simons,  who  was  born  in  Sterling  town- 
ship, March  4,  1830,  a daughter  of  Richard 

Simons,  whose  sketch  is  given  in  connection  with 
that  of  G.  W.  Simons,  elsewhere.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hartford  are  as  follows : Jo- 
hanna, born  June  15,  1855,  is  the  widow  of  Charles 
Benjamin  and  a resident  of  Gravity,  Penn. ; Ed- 
mund, born  May  16,  1857,  married  Laura  Shelters, 
and  is  a well-known  farmer  of  Salem  township, 
and  postmaster  and  merchant  at  Callapoose ; S. 
Mary,  born  May  10,  1862,  died  May  16,  1884  ; Rev. 
Friend,  born  November  24,  1864,  married  Etta 
Race,  and  is  a Baptist  minister,  now  located  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn. ; Charlotte  E.,  born  Octo- 
ber 8,  1866.  is  the  wife  of  John  Miller,  a farmer  of 
Salem  township:  George,  born  October  13,  1868, 
married  Edith  Williams,  and  besides  following  farm- 
ing- in  Sterling  township,  he  carries  the  mail  be- 
tween Callapoose  and  Wimers ; and  William,  born 
November  28,  1871,  died  January  26,  1878. 
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His  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and 
ability,  have  called  upon  Mr.  Hartford  to  serve  in 
several  township  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  Po- 
litically he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  socially  he  affiliates  with  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge 
at  Sterling.  For  the  past  forty-five  years  he  has 
held  membership  in  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which 
his  wife  is  also  a sincere  and  faithful  member. 
They  are  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  their 
circles  of  friends  seems  only  limited  by  their  cir- 
cle of  acquaintances. 

HON.  CHARLES  H.  VAN  WYCK.  The 
lives  of  illustrious  men  are  ofttimes  the  fruitage  of 
a distinguished  ancestry.  Modest,  earnest,  con- 
cerned only  with  the  duties  and  questions  of  his  day, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  in  his  lifetime  paid  little 
heed  to  the  personal  past.  He  rose  high  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation ; was  prominent  as  a lawyer 
of  the  Empire  State,  and  served  with  distinction  as 
an  officer  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  during 
the  Civil  war.  As  a Congressman  during  many 
successive  terms,  he  rendered  eminent  services  to 
his  country  in  the  National  Legislature ; and,  when 
a little  later  he  cast  his  fortunes  with  those  of  a 
distant  Western  State,  fitting  recognition  of  his  sig- 
nal abilities  gave  him  a seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  And  yet,  in  his  honorable  and  distin- 
guished career,  the  subject  of  this  memoir  only  bears 
out  the  promise  of  his  ancestry. 

The  Van  Wycks  of  Holland  use  the  same  coat 
of  arms  which  the  founders  of  the  American  branch 
brought  to  the  new  continent  two  and  one-half  cen- 
turies ago.  From  the  beginning  of  the  history  of 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  in  which  our  subject  was 
born,  the  Van  Wycks  have  been  prominent  in  the 
professions  and  in  the  public  service  as  judges,  leg- 
islators, congressmen,  senators  and  soldiers.  The 
family  gave  richly  of  its' blood  in  the  struggle  for  in- 
dependence, and  fought  bravely  in  every  subsequent 
national  conflict.  Two  brothers,  members  of  the 
family,  were,  in  1898,  respectively  mayors  of  Ameri- 
ca's greatest  city  and  candidates  for  governor  of 
America’s  most  prosperous  State. 

Charles  H.  Van  Wyck  was  born  in  November, 
1824,  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Thadeus  and 
Elizabeth  (Mason)  Van  Wyck,  and  after  graduating 
at  Rutgers  College  in  New  Jersey  he  prepared  for 
the  Bar  and  engaged  in  practice  successfully,  in  Sul- 
livan county,  N.  Y.  From  1850  to  1856  he  was 
district  attorney  for  that  county.  When  the  Civil 
war  broke  out  he  entered  the  Union  army  as  colonel 
of  the  10th  Legion,  or  56th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  which  he 
commanded  with  marked  ability,  being  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general.  He  was  elected  to 
the  XXXVIth,  XXXVIIth,  XLth  and  XLIst  Con- 
gresses, serving  with  distinction,  and  on  his  removal 
to  Nebraska  in  1847  be  at  once  took  a prominent 
place  in  the  Republican  party  of  that  State.  In  1876 
he  was  a member  of  the  constitutional  convention ; 
from  1876  to  1880  (three  terms)  he  was  a member 
of  the  State  Senate  to  succeed  Hon.  Algernon  S. 


Paddock ; and  on  March  4,  1881,  he  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  that  office,  which  he  held  until  March  3, 
1887.  On  retiring  he  settled  upon  a farm  in  Otoe 
county,  Neb.,  eight  miles  from  the  county  seat. 
He  died  October  24,  1895,  while  he  was  visiting  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  his  remains  were  interred 
in  the  cemetery  at  Milford.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  intending  to  purchase  the  old  Hugh 
Ross  farm  at  Milford,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  the  nego- 
tiations of  the  transfer  being  one  of  the  objects  of 
his  trip  to  Washington,  and  Mrs.  Van  Wyck  has 
since  carried  out  the  plan,  and  makes  her  home  at  the 
farm.  It  is  a fine  homestead,  improved  and  modern 
in  style,  and  adjoins  Milford  borough,  Elizabeth 
street  making  the  division  line. 

On  September  15,  1869,  Hon.  Charles  H.  Van 
Wyck  was  married  to  Miss  Kate  Brodhead,  and  they 
had  four  children : Lillie,  Marie  L.,  and  Meta,  who 
died  in  childhood,  and  Miss  Happy  Theodora,  who 
resides  with  her  widowed  mother. 

Mrs.  Kate  Brodhead  Van  Wyck,  of  Milford, 
widow  of  the  late  Hon.  Charles  H.  Van  Wyck,  well 
represents  the  best  type  of  American  womanhood. 
Cultured  and  refined,  she  has  filled  with  dignity  and 
grace  a high  position  in  social  life,  while  in  domestic 
circles,  as  daughter,  sister,  wife  and  mother,  her  gifts 
of  mind  and  heart  have  made  her  presence  an  in- 
spiration. She  is  a native  of  Milford,  and  a mem- 
ber of  a prominent  pioneer  family  of  which  an  ex- 
tended account  is  given  elsewhere. 

According  to  tradition  the  Brodhead  family 
originated  in  Germany,  but  the  direct  ancestors  of 
this  branch  removed  to  England  in  the  reign  of 
King  Henry  VIII,  settling  at  Royston,  in  Yorkshire, 
where  their  descendants  held  an  honorable  position, 
being  among  the  proprietors  of  the  manor  of  Burton, 
or  Monk  Britton.  Daniel  Brodhead,  the  progenitor 
of  the  family  in  the  Lhiited  States,  was  born  in  York- 
shire, England,  and  became  an  officer  in  the  British 
navy,  being  sent  to  America  on  a military  expedi- 
tion in  1664.  He  and  his  wife,  Ann  (Tye),  had 
three  sons : Daniel,  Charles,  and  Richard.  The  line 
of  descent  is  traced  through  Richard ; Daniel,  who 
married  Hester  Wyngart,  and  settled  near  Strouds- 
burg, Penn.,  in  1738;  Garret,  who  married  Jane 
Davis ; John,  who  married  Catherine  Heiner ; and 
John  H.  Brodhead  (Mrs.  Van  Wyck's  father),  who 
married  Louisa  Ross. 

Hon.  John  H.  Brodhead  was  born  in  Milford, 
January  5,  1802,  and  died  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
October  22,  1881.  His  wife,  Louisa  (Ross),  was 
born  in  Milford,  in  1802,  and  died  in  April,  1866. 
They  had  the  following  children:  Louisa  (deceased) 
married  Rev.  Dr.  H.  S.  Carpenter,  a Presbyterian 
minister;  Miss  Mary  G.,  of  Milford;  Augustus,  a 
Presbyterian  minister  in  Bridgeton,  N.  J.,  who  was 
for  twenty  years  a missionary  in  India;  Marcia  (de- 
ceased) was  formerly  the  wife  of  Hon.  D.  M.  Van 
Auken;  John  F.  (deceased)  was  connected  with  the 
quartermaster's  department  of  the  United  States 
army  during  the  Civil  war;  Edward  R.  went  to  sea, 
and  has  not  since  been  heard  from ; Mark,  a govern- 
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ment  official  in  Washington,  D.  C. ; Kate,  now  Mrs. 
Van  Wyck;  and  Ross. 

Mr.  Brodhead's  ability  and  public  spirit  made 
him  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  section,  and 
he  was  frequently  chosen  to  important  official  posi- 
tions. In  1833  he  was  appointed,  by  Gov.  Wolf, 
prothonotary  of  Pike  county ; six  years  later  he  was 
appointed  aid  to  Gov.  Porter  with  the  rank  of  lieuten- 
ant-colonel. In  1841-42  he  served  in  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  1843  he  was  appointed  judge 
by  Gov.  Porter,  and  served  five  years.  In  1848  he 
was  ag'ain  appointed  to  that  office,  by  Gov.  Shunk, 
and  served  a second  term  of  five  years.  In  1853  he 
was  elected  treasurer  of  Pike  county,  and  in  1856, 
when  the  office  was  made  elective,  he  became  judge 
of  the  county,  serving  another  term  of  five  years. 
In  1858-59  he  appears  as  a collector  on  State  im- 
provements at  Harrisburg.  In  i860  he  was  ap- 
pointed clerk  in  the  Interior  department  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  In  1867  he  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
to  settle  the  war  claims  of  West  Virginia,  and  in 

1868  to  settle  similar  claims  in  Indiana.  From 

1869  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  Treasury  department  at  Washington. 

HENRY  SHAFFER,  a prominent  agriculturist 
of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  has  won 
a high  reputation  by  his  able  and  scientific  manage- 
ment of  his  farm,  which  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  of  its  size  in  the  township.  As  a citizen  he  also 
holds  in  a marked  degree  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity where  his  life  has  been  spent,  and  where  his 
family  has  long  been  favorably  known. 

On  the  paternal  side  Mr.  Shaffer  is  of  German 
ancestry,  the  first  of  the  family  to  cross  the  ocean 
beine  John  Shaffer,  who  settled  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  previous  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which 
he  took  an  active  part  on  the  side  of  freedom.  In 
1783  he  located  in  what  is  now  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  purchasing  a large  tract  of 
land  on  Middle  creek,  where  he  cleared  a farm  and 
afterward  built  a gristmill.  He  was  married,  in 
New  York  State,  to  a Miss  Forbes,  and  they  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows : John,  Moses, 
Samuel,  Catherine,  Susan,  Effie,  Betsey  and  Polly. 

Samuel  Shaffer,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  South  Canaan  township  March  15,  1791, 
and  became  a tanner  by  occupation.  Fie  died  July 
28,  1864,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Rachel  Wagner,  died  April  12,  1851,  both  being  in- 
terred in  the  graveyard  in  South  Canaan  township 
which  had  been  donated  by  them  to  the  community. 
They  had  the  following  children : Elizabeth, 

Moses,  Abraham,  Eli.  Amy,  Lydia,  Barsilla,  Oli- 
ver, Mary,  Joseph,  Alexander,  Rachel  S.,  and 
Martha,  of  whom  five  are  still  living. 

Moses  Shaffer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  September  20,  1813,  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, and  for  many  years  followed  farming  and  lum- 
bering there.  His  death  occurred  July  4,  1875,  and 
his  wife,  Priscilla  (Curtis), a native  of  South  Canaan 
township,  died  November  9,  1880,  at  the  age  of 


sixty-two,  the  remains  of  both  being  at  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  V arden.  The  Curtis  family  is  also  of 
German  origin,  and  the  first  American  ancestor  was 
Henry  Curtis,  who  served  four  years  in  the  regular 
army  in  the  Fatherland  and  came  to  this  country  in 
time  to  serve  three  years  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  and  his  wife,  Merilla  (Swingle),  settled  In 
Wayne  county  in  1784,  purchasing  a tract  of  land  on 
Middle  creek,  South  Canaan  township.  Their  only 
son,  Jeremiah,  married  Polly  Wagner,  and,  after  her 
death,  Elizabeth  Lloadley.  By  the  first  marriage  he 
had  nine  children:  Rhoda,  Aaron,  Priscilla  (our 
subject’s  mother),  Moses,  Mary  Ann,  Elizabeth, 
Angeline,  Ruey  and  Caroline,  and  by  the  second 
union  there  were  two  children : Solomon  and  Char- 
lotte. 

Our  subject's  parents  had  a numerous  family 
of  children,  as  follows  : Minerva,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried the  late  Oliver  Swingle ; Silvenus,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Swingle,  both  now  deceased;  Tsaiah, 
who  is  employed  as  a foreman  on  a sec- 
tion of  the  Erie  & Wyoming  railroad  at 

Gravity ; Angeline,  wife  of  Henry  W.  Rose,  of 
Franklin,  Venango  Co.,  Penn.;  Henry  our  subject, 
who  is  mentioned  more  fullv  below ; Oliver,  de- 
ceased, formerly  a resident  of  Warren  county, 
Penn. ; Emily,  who  married  Stanley  Burleigh,  both 
deceased ; Saphronis,  a resident  of  Lima,  Ohio, 
where  he  is  employed  as  foreman  of  an  oil  com- 
pany; Lewis,  a railway  employe,  residing  at  Price- 
burg,  Penn. ; Ophelia,  who  died  in  childhood ; Mary, 
wife  of  Daniel  P.  Lamberton,  a farmer  in  Lake 
township,  Wayne  county;  Norman,  the  foreman  of 
an  oil  company  at  Baltimore,  Ohio ; Winton,  a hotel- 
keeper  at  Georgetown,  Wayne  county ; Oscar,  who 
died  in  infancy ; and  AAhllard,  who  conducts  a board- 
ing house  and  kindling  factory  at  St.  ' Morris, 
Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  6,  1841,  at  the 
old  homestead  in  South  Canaan  township,  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. He  then  spent  one  year  in  teaming  for  an 
uncle,  Washington  Barnes,  who  was  interested  in 
the  construction  of  the  Hawley  branch  of  the  Erie 
& Wyoming  Valley  railroad,  between  that  town  and 
Lackawanna.  Later  he  was  employed  by  thePenn- 
sylvania  Coal  Co.,  to  run  cars  on  the  Gravity  rail- 
road, and  in  this  occupation  spent  three  and  a half 
years,  residing  during  the  first  year  at  Georgetown, 
then  called  Gravity,  and  the  remainder  oi;  the  time 
at  “No.  12,”  in  the  same  county.  On  March  7,  1867, 
he  took  possession  of  his  present  farm,  a fine  place 
of  seventy-five  acres,  which  at  that  time,  however, 
was  but  slightly  improved,  the  greater  portion  being 
covered  with  the  primitive  forest.  An  old  house  and 
barn  which  stood  upon  the  clearing  were  made  to  do 
service  for  a time,  but  in  1875  Mr.  Shaffer  built  a 
new  residence  and  other  buildings,  making  the 
homestead  both  attractive  and  comfortable.  He  is 
prominent  in  local  affairs  and  in  the  Democratic 
organization  of  his  township,  and  for  three  years 
held  the  office  of  supervisor.  At  one  time  he  was 
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elected  school  director  for  a term  of  three  years,  but 
resigned  after  serving  one  year.  On  January  18, 
1862,  he  was  married,  at  Salem  Corners,  Wayne 
county,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Baker,  and  their  home  has 
been  brightened  by  nine  children,  of  whom  any  par- 
ents might  well  be  proud  : ( 1 ) Lillian,  married  F. 

A.  Gorecki,  a stone  mason  at  Englewood,  N.  J.  (2) 
Winford,  a butcher  at  Jermyn,  Penn.,  married  Miss 
Fannie  J.  Rivenburg.  (3)  Mamie  E.  married 
Charles  F.  Swingle,  a farmer  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship. (4)  Miss  Lena  resides  at  home.  (5)  Anna 
married  Edward  Reed,  a carpenter  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  (6)  Nettie  married  H.  L.  Mc- 
Garigle,  who  is  employed  in  a smelting  works  in 
Philadelphia.  (7)  John  H.  is  engaged  in  farming 
near  Seelyville,  Wayne  county.  (8)  Leo  R.  and  (9) 
William  M.  are  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaffer 
have  fifteen  grandchildren. 

Mrs.  Shaffer,  whose  intelligence  and  industry 
have  been  of  great  assistance  to  her  husband,  was 
born  December  7,  1840,  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Ann  C.  (Snyder)  Baker,  who  are 
mentioned  more  fully  elsewhere.  Both  parents  were 
natives  of  Breitenbach,  Germany,  but  they  were 
married  in  New  York  Citv,  and  soon  afterward  re- 
moved to  Stamford,  Conn.  In  1847  they  settled 
permanently  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  the  father  carried  on  shoemaking  for 
a time  and  later  engaged  in  farming.  He  died 
December  4,  1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years, 
ten  months  and  five  days,  and  the  mother  passed 
away  May  17,  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years 
and  seventeen  days,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  the  East  cemetery  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship. They  were  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  and  were  much  esteemed  among  their  ac- 
quaintances for  their  excellent  qualities  of  character. 
Of  their  children,  Abel  married  Miss  Mary  Enslin, 
and  resides  upon  a farm  in  South  Canaan  township ; 
Louis  died  in  1875  ; Anna  E.,  Mrs.  Shaffer,  is  third 
in  the  order  of  birth;  Miss  Mary  C.,  a dressmaker, 
resides  at  Carbondale,  Penn. ; John  H.  is  deceased ; 
Henry  resides  at  the  old  homestead ; Miss  Emily  is 
also  at  home ; John,  a blacksmith  in  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  railroad  shops  at  Dover,  N.  J.,  married 
Miss  Maggie  Seiger,  now  deceased ; George,  a 
butcher  at  Carbondale,  married  Miss  Maggie  Tier- 
ney ; Miss  Sarah,  a teacher,  resides  at  home  ; William 
W.,  a teacher  at  Honesdale,  married  Miss  Ida 
Correll ; and  Edward  is  at  home.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Shaffer  died  in  Germany,  and 
Abel  Snyder,  her  grandfather  on  the  maternal  side, 
spent  his  last  years  in  Stamford,  Connecticut. 

FRANK  WILLIS  CORSON,  M.  D.  The 
Corson  family  has  long  been  noted  for  ability  and 
enterprise,  different  members  having  attained  prom- 
inence. in  professional  life,  and  this  well-known 
physician  of  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  is  a true 
scion  of  the  old  stock. 

The  Doctor  s grandfather,  Hiram  Corson,  a 
faimer  in  Canada,  had  two  sons  who  became  suc- 


cessful physicians,  and  another  who  was  principal  of 
a school  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Dr.  Henry  Corson, 
our  subject’s  father,  who  was  born  in  Canada  March 
3:8,  1793,  has  been  in  active  practice  since  the  age 
of  twenty-three,  and  is  still  conducting  a large  busi- 
ness as  a specialist,  with  offices  at  different  places. 
Though  more  than  a century  has  passed  over  his 
head  this  venerable  gentleman  is  hale  and  hearty, 
supple  as  a young  man,  and  he  attends  to  his  busi- 
ness regularly.  For  some  time  in  early  manhood 
he  practiced  with  Dr.  James,  in  Philadelphia,  but 
later  he  settled  in  Susquehanna,  where  he  remained 
until  1879,  and  at  present  he  resides  at  Hancock,  N. 
Y.  As  a citizen  he  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to 
the  country’s  welfare,  and  he  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  married,  in  Caton, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Lucretia  Gelatt,  who  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire  December  16,  1820,  and  is  still  liv- 
ing, in  excellent  health.  In  religious  faith  she  is  a 
Baptist,  and  has  been  a member  of  Church  for  many 
years.  She  comes  of  good  old  Colonial  stock,  and 
her  grandfather,  George  Gelatt,  was  captain  of  a 
ship  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Robert  Gelatt, 
Mrs.  Corson’s  father,  was  born  in  Bedford,  Mass., 
but  became  one  of  the  pioneer  farmers  of  Thompson 
township,  Susquehanpa  county,  this  State,  where  he 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six.  The  Gelatt 
family  is  long-lived,  and  Charles  Gelatt,  Mrs.  Cor- 
son’s granduncle,  a native  of  France,  was  captain 
of  an  ocean  vessel  for  fifty  years ; he  died  at  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  second  youngest  in  a family  of  four 
children  born  to  Dr.  Henry  Corson  and  his  estimable 
wife,  the  others  being  Henrietta,  who  married  Y. 
Richmond,  a clerk  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co., 
at  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Charles  G.,  a physician  at 
Rileyville,  Penn. ; and  Lavina,  wife  of  Rev.  George 
Merrill,  a Presbyterian  minister  now  stationed  at 
Bethany,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  24,  1858,  in 
Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  he 
remained  at  the  old  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-four.  When  only  fifteen  years  old  he  began 
to  read  medicine  with  his  father,  and  at  eighteen  he 
was  capable  of  rendering  efficient  assistance  in  the 
latter’s  practice.  In  April,  1883,  he  graduated  from 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  after  a 
course  of  two  years,  and  in  the  same  year  located  at 
Waymart,  where  he  speedily  built  up  a successful 
practice.  Socially  he  is  popular,  and  he  is  identified 
with  several  fraternal  orders,  including  the  I.  O.  O. 
1H.,  at  Aldenville,  and  the  Masonic  society  at  Way- 
mart,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  third  regree.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  takes  an  active 
part  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

In  September,  1879,  Dr.  Corson  was  married, 
at  Jackson,  Penn.,  by  Rev.  C.  M.  Prescott,  to  Miss 
Mary  Merrill.  They  have  a pleasant  home  at  Way- 
mait,  and  one  daughter,  Laura  A.,  has  blessed  their 
union.  Mrs.  Corson  was  born  June  26,  1861,  at 
I eckville,  Penn.,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mercy 
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J.  (Aylsworth)  Merrill.  Her  grandfather,  Rev. 
Joseph  Merrill,  a well-known  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died  at  Washington, 
N.  J.,  of  old  age,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Whitesell,  passed  away  at  the  same  place. 
Joseph  Merrill,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Corson,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey.  During  the  Civil  war  he  en- 
listed as  a private  in  Company  G,  141st  P.  V.  I.,  and 
in  1864  he  was  sent  from  the  battlefield  to  a hospital 
in  Philadelphia,  where  he  died  soon  afterward,  at  the 
early  age  of  forty-three.  His  wife,  whom  he  met 
and  married  at  Peckville,  her  native  place,  died  in 
1875,  at  New  Milford,  Penn.,  aged  forty-three.  Her 
parents,  David  and  Sybil  (Williams)  Aylsworth, 
were  residents  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and  her  father, 
who  was  the  first  white  male  child  born  at  that  town, 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-three.  The  family  has 
been  chiefly  identified  with  the  Methodist  Church, 
of  which  Mrs.  Corson's  parents  were  both  members. 
Of  the  six  children  of  that  worthy  couple  the  eldest, 
Emma,  married  Edward  Dolph,  a mason  at  Over- 
ton,  Neb.;  Flora  married  Elbert  Gelatt,  a merchant 
of  Thompson,  Penn. ; William  and  John  are  clerking 
at  Denver,  Colo.;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  George  is  a Presbyterian  minister  at  Bethany, 
Pennsylvania. 

JOHN  MATTHEWS,  deceased. 

Why  weep  for  him  who,  having  won 

The  bound  of  man’s  appointed  years,  at  last, 

Life’s  blessings  all  enjoyed,  life  labors  done, 

Serenely  to  his  final  rest  has  passed, 

While  the  soft  memory  of  his  virtues  yet 

Lingers  like  twilight  hues  when  the  bright  sun  has  set? 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  for  many  years 
a resident  of  Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  and 
his  death,  on  October  17,  1896,  was  sincerely 
mourned  throughout  the  community  in  which  he 
had  so  long  resided.  As  a citizen  he  was  always 
public-spirited,  devoting  his  energies  to  upholding 
the  right  as  he  saw  it,  and  his  integrity  and  strong 
sense  of  justice  gained  for  him  the  confidence  of 
all  who  knew  him  well.  Throughout  his  life  he 
took  much  interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  for 
a number  of  years  he  did  efficient  work  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  local  school  board.  In  religious  work 
he  was  also  prominent,  as  a member  of  the  Catholic 
Church  at  White  Mills,  being  ever  ready  to  aid  in 
its  support  and  to  perform  any  known  duty. 

The  Matthews  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  and 
Michael  Matthews,  the  father  of  our  subject,  came 
from  Ireland  in  1849,  his  wife,  Rose  and  one  child, 
dying  during  the  voyage.  He  settled  at  Hawley, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  died  in  1864,  leaving  three 
sons:  Bernard,  now  a resident  of  Hawley;  Pat- 
rick, who  left  Pennsylvania  in  early  manhood ; and 
John,  our  subject,  who  was  horn  in  Ireland  in  1836 
and  was  but  a lad  of  thirteen  when  he  accompanied 
his  father  to  Wayne  county.  John  Matthews  grew 
to  manhood  at  Hawley,  and  for  some  time  followed 
boating  on  the  canal,  but  for  the  last  twenty  years 
of  his  life  he  was  employed  as  night  watchman  by  the 


canal  company.  For  a year  previous  to  his  death 
he  suffered  severely  from  dropsy,  being  compelled 
to  give  up  active  work.  In  1862  he  married  Miss 
Ellen  Nugent,  who  survives  him,  and  for  some  time 
they  made  their  home  in  Purdy  Town,  near  Haw- 
ley, later  removing  to  ITonesdale.  In  1883  Mr. 
Matthews  purchased  ten  acres  of  land  near  White 
Mills  from  Rev.  S.  V.  Jones,  and  built  a handsome 
and  commodious  residence,  where  his  remaining 
years  were  spent.  His  home  life  was  a most  happy 
one,  and  he  was  devoted  to  his  family,  who  re- 
turned his  affection  in  full  measure.  Of  his  chil- 
dren (1)  Rose  E.  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
near  his  early  home,  and  in  1887  was  married  to 
Martin  Cavanaugh,  then  of  Corning,  N.  Y.,  but 
now  a business  man  of  New  Bedford,  Mass,  where 
they  reside.  They  have  three  children  living,  Jo- 
seph, Leo  and  Raymond.  (2)  Eugene  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years.  (3)  Joseph,  who  was  born  in 
Honesdale  in  1868,  is  unmarried,  and  resides  at 
Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  he  follows  the  glass-blower’s 
trade.  (4)  Edward  Matthews,  born  in  1870,  in 
Honesdale,  received  a practical  education  in 
the  schools  of  that  city,  and  when  twelve  years 
old  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  glass-cutting  with 
C.  Dorflinger,  in  the  works  at  White  Mills.  He 
followed  his  trade  in  New  York,  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  and  other  localities,  but  after  the  death 
of  his  father  returned  to  White  Millls.  He  is  a 
skilled  workmen,  commanding  $18  per  week  for 
his  services,  and  he  now  follows  his  trade  in  the 
Dorflinger  factory.  He  is  much  esteemed  socially 
and  has  an  excellent  standing  in  the  community. 
He  is  unmarried.  (5)  Francis  died  in  childhood. 
(6)  Mary,  born  at  Honesdale,  is  the  wife  of  Rob- 
ert M.  Dorin,  a clerk  in  a mercantile  establishment 
at  Honesdale,  and  they  have  one  son,  Robert  L. 

Mrs.  Matthews  still  resides  in  the  pleasant 
home  at  White  Mills  which  the  thoughtful  care  of 
her  husband  provided.  She  is  much  beloved  by  her 
friends,  and  is  respected  by  her  neighbors  for  her 
Christian  character.  From  childhood  she  has  been 
a devout  follower  of  the  Catholic  faith,  to  which  the 
entire  family  adheres.  She  is  a native  of  Wurts- 
boro,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of  Owen 
and  Jane  Nugent,  formerly  of  Ireland,  but  whose 
later  years  were  spent  at  W urtsboro.  This  worthy 
couple  had  a family  of  nine  children;  John;  Ellen, 
now  Mrs.  Matthews ; Catherine ; Manuel,  who  died 
in  childhood  ; Elizabeth  ; Alice  ; Mary,  who  married 
lolin  Reardon,  of  Colorado;  Anne;  and  Theressa, 
wife  of  John  Rogers,  a bicycle  manufacturer  at 
Brooklyn,*  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  have  two 
children,  Alexis  and  Edwin. 

CICERO  GEARHART  is  one  of  the  leading 
attorneys  of  Stroudsburg,  and  in  winning  recogni- 
tion among  the  circle  of  talented  men  who  comprise 
the  Bar  of  Monroe  county  he  has  fully  established 
his  reputation  for  ability. 

The  Gearhart  family  is  of  German  origin,  but 
has  been  identified  with  Pennsylvania  from  an  early 
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period.  Seven  brothers  of  this  name  fought  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  on  the  side  of  freedom,  and  of 
these  the  youngest,  our  subject's  great-great-grand- 
father, settled  near  Sciota,  purchasing  land  on  Mc- 
Michael’s  creek  with  Continental  money. 

Philip  Gearhart,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1 802,  and  became  a blacksmith  by  trade, 
his  later  years  being  spent  naar  Brodheadsville.  In 
politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was 
a Baptist.  His  wife,"  Sarah  (White),  was  born  in 
1819,  in  Stroudsburg,  and  her  death  occurred  in 
1880.  They  had  the  following  children : Mary  Ann, 
who  married  Henry  Siglin,  of  Brodheadsville;  Ed- 
win R.,  a resident  of  Effort,  Penn. ; Samuel  R.,  who 
resides  at  Brodheadsville;  and  Ellen,  wife  of  Martin 
Ivishpaugh. 

Samuel  R.  Gearhart,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  October  22,  1836,  at  the  old  homestead  on  Mc- 
Michael’s  creek,  and  in  1857  he  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Wiess,  who  was  born  in  Monroe  county  in  1833. 
He  purchased  the  homestead  from  his  father  and 
he  and  his  wife  still  reside  there  after  more  than 
forty  years  of  wedded  life.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest 
in  a’ family  of  eight  children,  the  others  being  Anna, 
wife  of  Samuel  Felker,  of  Effort;  Theodore,  a 
traveling  salesman,  residing  at  Gilberts,  Penn.; 
Ulysses"  a resident  of  Effort,  Penn. ; John,  who  oc- 
cupies the  old  Weiss  farm  on  which  his  mother  was 
born ; Thomas,  who  is  married  and  resides  at  home ; 
Lucy,  wife  of  Edward  Bruch ; and  Philip,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  18,  1858,  at  the 
homestead,  and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  that  locality.  Later  he  attended  a 
seminary  at  Orangeville,  Penn.,  also  a Normal  school 
in  Berks  county,  and  then  he  taught  school  for  four 
winters  in  the  latter  section,  and  for  one  year  at- 
tended school  at  Lebanon,  Ohio.  He  prepared  for 
college  at  Brodheadsville,  and  for  two  years  he  was 
a student  in  Franklin  Marshall  College,  at  Lan- 
caster, Penn.  His  father  desired  him  to  enter  the 
ministry,  but  his  own  inclination  was  for  the  legal 
profession,  and  he  prepared  for  same  with  A.  A. 
Dinsmore,  of  Stroudsburg,  now  of  Philadelphia, 
being  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1885.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  in  general  practice  at  Stroudsburg,  and 
has  met  with  gratifying  success.  Lie  was  county 
solicitor  during  the  building  of  the  court  house ; was 
counsel  for  sheriff  ; also  for  county  treasurer ; served 
as  school  director,  and  in  1899  was  elected  district 
attorney  of  his  county.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat, 
but  he  prefers  liis  professional  work  to  a political 
career.  In  1884  Mr.  Gearhart  married  Miss  Alice 
Houser,  who  died  in  1886,  leaving  no  children.  In 
1887  he  married  Miss  Blanche  Greenwald,  daughter 
of  A.  O.  Greenwald,  and  five  children  have  blessed 
the  union:  Olive  May,  A.  Greenwald,  Plelen  L., 
Samuel  R.,  and  Roberta  E.  The  family  is  prom- 
inent socially,  and  our  subject  is  connected  with  vari- 
ous fraternal  organizations,  including  the  Improved 
Order  of  Reel  Men;  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Barger  Lodge 
No.  325,  of  Stroudsburg;  the  K.  of  P.,  of  Strouds- 


burg, Lodge  No.  385  ; and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Fort  Penn 
Lodge  No.  164,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs ; 
and  the  Junior  American  Mechanics;  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Young  Men’s  Social  League  of 
Stroudsburg.  Mr.  Gearhart  is  active  in  religious 
work  as  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church  at 
Stroudsburg. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  LEE,  of  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county,  holds  “by  right  of  conquest”  a lead- 
ing place  among  the  legal  fraternity  of  this  section, 
and  the  following  sketch  will  be  of  general  interest. 

The  Lee  family  is  of  English  origin*  Alexander 
Lee,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  was  a lifelong 
resident  of  the  “Merrie  Isle.”  Samuel  Lee,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  also  spent  his  life  in 
England,  where  he  married  Mary  Troubody,  and 
they  reared  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows : 
Eleanor,  John  S.,  Samuel,  Mary,  Thomas,  Jane, 
Elizabeth,  Maria,  William,  Plannah  and  Dinah. 
The  Troubody  family,  according  to  tradition,  is  of 
noble  blood,  and  in  the  early  times  had  a coat  of 
arms.  It  is  certain  that  they  were  as  a race  finely 
developed,  physically  and  mentally,  and  their 
strong,  rugged  features  were  of  the  Gladstonian 
type,  crowned  with  a wealth  of  hair  which  usually 
became  white  as  the  driven  snow  as  the  age  of  forty 
drew  near.  Our  subject  shows  that  he  has  inherited 
this  peculiarity. 

Samuel  Lee  (2),  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
November  27,  1816,  at  Lincoln  Horn,  Cornwall,  - 
England,  and  as  his  parents  were  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances, he  was  taken  from  school  at  the  age  of 
eight  years,  that  he  might  earn  his  own  living  and 
assist  in  the  support  of  the  younger  children.  In 
1842  he  came  to  America,  accompanied  by  James 
Giles  and  George  Fitze,  who  settled  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Penn.  After  a voyage  of  six  weeks  he  landed 
at  Quebec,  Canada,  from  that  point  making  his  way, 
by  the  lakes,  the  Hudson  river  and  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  canal,  to  Wayne  county,  arriving  at 
Honesdale  on  Saturday,  June  11,  1842.  After  a 
short  stay  in  the  home  of  his  uncle  and  aunt,  Sam- 
uel and  Jane  (Troubody)  Brooking,  he  succeeded 
in  finding  employment  among  the  farmers  of  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Clinton  townships,  and  for  several 
years  he  worked  in  the  fields  during  the  summer, 
and  in  the  winter  went  from  barn  to  barn  threshing 
grain  with  an  old-fashioned  flail,  receiving  one- 
tenth  of  the  product  as  compensation.  His  indus- 
try and  economy  enabled  him  to  lay  aside  money 
for  the  purchase  of  a home,  and  in  1847  he  bought 
100  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, which  he  cleared  and  brought  under  cultiva- 
tion. Upon  this  homestead  he  .resided  for  forty- 
three  years,  his  death  occurring  there  January  11, 
1890.  On  December  3,  1850,  he  was  naturalized, 
and  for  some  time  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but  the  anti-slavery  movement  claimed  his 
warm  sympathy,  and  in  1856  he  joined  the  Repub- 
lican organization,  which  he  continued  to  support 
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public  life,  and  at  times  held  township  offices.  The 
impression  that  he  made  upon  the  community  where 
he  resided  for  so  many  years  is  well  expressed  in 
the  following  extract  from  an  article  in  the  Hones- 
dale  Citizen  of  January  23,  1890: 

“Mr.  Lee  was  possessed  of  a pleasant,  genial 
disposition.  Said  a neighber,  ‘He  was  always  the 
same  good-natured,  kind  and  agreeable  man.’  He 
was  ever  ready  to  assist  his  neighbors  and  friends, 
not  only  by  kind  and  encouraging  words,  but  with 
his  hands  or  means  ever  rendered  practical  aid,  un- 
heralded, to  his  unfortunate  friends.  No  task  was 
too  great,  no  burden  too  heavy,  if  they  would  bring 
a blessing  to  those  he  loved  or  with  whom  he  asso- 
ciated. He  desired  never  to  be  a burden  to  those 
about  him,  preferring  rather  to  carry  the  burdens  of 
others,  while  his  own  sorrows  were  buried  or  con- 
cealed in  his  own  bosom.  He  never  complained, 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  his  most  intimate 
friends  were  able  to  gather  from  him  an  account  of 
his  troubles  or  sorrows.  His  life  was  fully  given  to 
others,  sacrificed  for  others’  good.  An  iron  con- 
stitution, never  impaired  by  dissipation  of  any  kind, 
yielded  only  to  the  effects  of  a life  of  hard,  unremit- 
ting toil,  until  he  did  not  possess  enough  vitality  to 
rally  from  the  depressing  effects  of  pneumonia. 
Upon  a Saturday  evening  he  quietly,  as  he  had  lived, 
with  but  a tremor  of  the  muscles  about  his  closed 
eyes,  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  only  to  awake  in  His  like- 
ness. It  was  chiefly  to  the  members  of  his  own 
household,  and  especially  to  his  children,  that  the 
best  qualities  of  Mr.  Lee  shone  with  undimmed 
resplendence.  His  greatest  desire  was  that  his 
children  should  love,  serve  and  adore  the  God  of 
Israel,  and  next  in  importance  was  the  desire  that 
they  should  receive  the  best  possible  education  that 
his  means  could  afford.  He  deeply  and  tenderly 
loved  his  children,  until  the  cords  of  love  encircling 
them  became  stronger  than  fetters  of  brass.  He 
knew  how  deeply  he  loved  them,  and  how  strongly 
they  reciprocated  that  affection.  During  a previ- 
ous severe  illness  in  the  year  1887,  he  said  of  one 
of  his  daughters,  ‘She  would  pluck  out  her  eyes  and 
give  them  to  me  if  she  knew  that  I wanted  them.’ 
He  was  pre-eminently  a conscientious  Christian 
man.  He  united  with  the  Clinton  Centre  Baptist 
Church  upon  profession  of  faith,  and  was  baptized 
January  28,  1844.  He  at  once  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  Church  of  his  choice,  contributed  lib- 
erally to  its  support,  became  an  habitual  attendant 
upon  its  divine  services,  an  active  participant  in  its 
devotional  gatherings,  mingled  his  voice  in  hymns 
of  praise,  leading  in  prayer  with  earnest,  heartfelt 
supplication  at  a throne  of  grace,  encouraged  his 
fellow  members  to  renewed  activity  and  ever 
warned  the  impenitent.  He  endeavored  to  do  his 
whole  duty,  not  only  to  his  fellow  men,  but  to  his 
God.  He  was  a firm  believer  in  the  Bible,  permit- 
ting- no  doubt  to  swerve  him  from  the  path  therein 
found  laid  down  for  his  footsteps.  Trusting  im- 
plicitly in  promises  contained  in  God’s  word,  in  the 
atonement  made  for  sin  and  the  consciousness  that 
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his  peace  was  made  with  the  Heavenly  Father,  he 
entered  the  valley  of  death,  fully  confident  that  there 
remained  nothing  beyond  but  joy  and  happiness  for 
him.  With  him,  truly,  ‘To  live  is  Christ  and  to  die 
is  gain.’ 

None  knew  him  but  to  love, 

None  named  him  but  to  praise.” 

Samuel  Lee  (2)  was  married  March  2,  1848, 
to  Anna  M.  Allen,  a native  of  England,  who  came 
to  this  country  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  her  par- 
ents, Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Bishop)  Allen,  leaving 
Tewksbury,  England,  July  4,  1834.  Her  father, 
who  was  at  one  time  a missionary  to  Ireland,  fol- 
lowed the  millwright’s  trade  after  his  arrival  in 
America,  acquiring  a competence  thereby.  His 
death  occurred  in  1864,  in  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.  His  wife  died  May  3, 
1884,  at  the  residence  of  Samuel  Lee.  Of  their  nine 
children,  Joseph,  Elizabeth  S.,  Anna  M.,  Sarah  H., 
George  K.  and  John  G.  were  born  in  England,  and 
Mary  A.,  Hepzaba  and  Christiana  F.  in  America. 

Samuel  Lee  (2)  was  the  only  one  of  his  family 
name  to  come  to  America.  Several  sons  of  a 
sister  in  later  years  sought  their  fortunes  in  the 
western  world,  each,  however,  meeting  death  either 
in  the  copper  mines  of  Michigan,  or  the  silver  mines 
of  Colorado.  Two  brothers  and  a sister  of  his 
mother  were  more  venturesome,  and  the  latter,  Jane 
Trouhody,  wife  of  Samuel  Brooking,  now  deceased, 
came  with  her  husband  some  ten  years  prior  to  her 
nephew,  our  subject’s  father,  settling  on  the  farm  in 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  now  oc- 
cupied by  John  Brooking,  their  son.  Here  they 
reared  seven  children : ( 1 ) Samuel  died  from 

measles,  contracted  while  at  boarding  school,  just 
before  he  attained  his  majority.  (2)  Mary  Ann, 
their  pride  and  the  favored  pupil  of  the  late  John  F. 
Stoddard,  at  the  University  of  Northern  Pennsyl- 
vania, Bethany,  taught  in  the  common  schools  of 
Wayne  county  for  several  years,  passing  her  last 
years  at  the  residence  of  her  father  and  brother 
John,  where  she  died  April  12,  1886.  (3)  Jane, 

named  after  the  mother,  being  more  delicately  con- 
stituted, passed  her  short  life  for  the  most  part  under 
the  parental  roof,  where  she  died  January  17,  1887. 
(4)  Maria  married  Frank  Barns,  a farmer  near 
the  parental  home,  and  though  early  bereft  of  her 
husband  succeeded  in  educating  their  children  well, 
some  of  them  having  since  taught  in  the  common 
schools.  (5)  Ellen  married  Angus  Gunn,  a farmer 
near  her  home,  but  she,  too,  lost  her  husband  early, 
and  after  remaining  a widow  a reasonable  time  re- 
married and  still  resides  upon  the  same  farm.  (6) 
Josiah  resides  upon  a farm  on  the  west  side  of 
Ararat  mountain,  in  Preston  township,  Wayne 
county.  (7)  John,  the  youngest  son,  married,  but 
still  remained  at  the  homestead  to  care  for  his  par- 
ents in  their  declining  years  and  minister  to  the 
wants  of  his  maiden  sisters. 

The  two  uncles  of  our  subject's  father,  John 
and  Josiah  Troubody,  after  coming  to  this  country. 
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in  1829,  sought  their  fortunes  at  various  places, 
drifting  as  far  west  as  Missouri.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  “gold  fever,”  in  1849,  John,  the  elder,  in 
company  with  others,  started  on  the  then  little 
known  overland  route  to  the  gold  fields.  Losing 
their  reckoning,  they  wandered  about  in  the  moun- 
tains until  their  provisions  were  exhausted,  and, 
driven  by  gaunt  hunger,  they  sacrificed  their  poor 
mule  that  his  flesh  might  sustain  life  in  theirs. 
They  recovered  their  trail,  and  reached  the  gold  dig- 
gings safely.  John  was  very  successful  in  his  min- 
ing operations,  and  when  the  value  of  his  gold  nug- 
gets amounted  to  $10,000,  he  wended  his  way  to 
what  is  now  the  flourishing  city  of  San  Francisco. 
Here  he  invested  heavily  in  real  estate,  and  to-day 
his  purchase  is  covered  with  well-paved  streets, 
costy  brick  buildings,  with  steel  frames,  iron  and 
glass  fronts,  block  after  block  of  which  are  the 
property  of  John  Troubody.  Says  William  Taylor, 
in  “California  Life  Illustrated,”  page  23 : “As  I 

was  taking  leave  of  them,  my  first  Methodist  ac- 
quaintances, I was  met  at  the  door  by  a plain-look- 
ing man,  five  feet  eight,  and  was  introduced  to  him 
as  Brother  John  Troubody.  ‘Lie  is  a Methodist,’ 
said  Sister  F'inly  with  a smile ; and  such  I found  him 
to  be,  a true  body  in  every  respect,  true  as  a per- 
sonal friend,  and  true  to  the  interests  of  the 
Church.”  He  helped  to  build  the  first  Methodist 
Church  built  in  California.  Mr.  Troubody  has 
made  several  trips  to  his  native  land  and  other  Euro- 
pean countries,  visiting  the  Paris  Exposition  of 
1867,  and  now,  at  upward  of  ninety  years  of  age, 
he  is  enjoying  a calm  and  serene  old  age,  surrounded 
by  all  the  luxuries  that  wealth  can  purchase  or  re- 
fined taste  suggest.  His  brother,  Josiah  Troubody, 
followed  him  to  California,  and  was  fairly  success- 
ful in  his  accumulations,  but  did  not  rival  his 
brother. 

Our  subject,  who  was  born  January  1,  1849, 
in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county,  is  the  eldest  in 
a family  of  nine  children.  (2)  Mary  Elizabeth 
Lee,  born  April  27,  1850,  married  John  Payne, 
April  27,  1877,  and  now  resides  with  her  husband 
and  three  children  in  Preston  township,  Wayne 
county.  (3)  Samuel  Allen  Lee,  born  May  23,  1855, 
was  married  June  11,  1878,  to  Emma  Bran- 
ning,  daughter  of  William  Branning,  of  Damascus 
township.  Soon  after  his  marriage,  and  after 
spending  six  months  in  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  George 
B.  Curtis,  of  Hawley,  he  went  west,  and  opened  a 
drug  store  in  Wakelee,  Mich.  Subsequently  he 
went  down  into  Indiana,  but  soon  returned,  and  is 
now  settled  in  Climax,  Mich.,  where  he  has  a fine 
drug  store,  doing  a thriving  business.  He  has  two 
children,  both  sons.  (4)  Freelove-  Artemetia  Lee 
was  born  July  5,  1858,  and  after  the  death  of  her 
father  went  West  to  visit  her  brother  John.  She 
taught  there,  as  she  had  before  going  West,  but 
soon  married  William  Brown,  and  is  now  settled  in 
Duffield,  Mich.  One  daughter  and  one  son  have 
blessed  this  union.  (5)  John  Lincoln  Lee  was 
born  January  4,  i860,  and  after  attaining  his  ma- 


jority taught  for  a few  years.  He  then  went  West 
to  his  brother  Allen,  and  after  teaching  a short 
time  obtained  a position  where  he  could  learn  tele- 
graphy. He  now  has  charge  of  the  station  on  the 
Grand  Trunk  railroad  at  Duffield,  runs  a village 
store,  is  postmaster  of  the  place,  and  is  engaged  in 
speculating  in  real  estate.  He  married  Lucy  Ar- 
thur, daughter  of  Joseph  Arthur,  of  Dyberry  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  They  have  one  daughter. 
(6)  Jennie  S.  Lee  was  born  March  17,  1863.  She 
never  was  robust,  and  a long  illness  with  diphtheria, 
followed  by  a slow  convalescence,  found  her,  in  the 
spring  of  1879,  weak,  discouraged  and  ready  to  die. 
In  March  her  father  brought  her  to  the  residence 
of  the  eldest  son,  intending  that  she  should  have  the 
best  medical  attention  Honesdale  afforded,  and  hop- 
ing that  the  change  of  scenery  and  associations 
would  restore  her  to  health  again.  Genial  com- 
pany, pleasant  amusements,  good  care  and  one  visit 
of  the  doctor  were  sufficient  to  kindle  within  her 
new  and  renewed  hope  and  a determination  to  re- 
cover, and  in  June  following  she  returned  home 
much  improved  in  health.  In  the  fall  of  1879  she 
returned  to  her  brother  and  entered  the  graded 
school,  graduating  therefrom  in  1883.  She  then 
took  a year’s  course  at  Mansfield  Normal  School, 
graduating'  in  1884.  During  the  next  three  years 
she  taught  in  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn.,  and  she 
is  now  commencing  her  tenth  year  as  teacher  in 
the  primary  grade  of  the  graded  schools  in  Hones- 
dale. (7)  Eugene  K.  Lee  was  born  February  11, 
1866,  and  lived  at  home  much  of  the  time  until  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  teaching  in  the  winter  sea- 
sons. After  purchasing  his  father’s  farm  he  mar- 
ried Minnie  La  Tourette,  daughter  of  Jackson  La 
Tourette,  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county. 
One  son  and  two  daughters  make  his  home  happy. 
(8)  Harriet  W.  Lee  was  born  January  24,  1869. 
She  taught  at  various  places  in  Wayne  and  Sus- 
quehanna counties,  and  then  took  a two-years’  course 
at  Mansfield  Normal  School,  graduating  therefrom 
in  1892.  She  taught  three  years  in  the  graded 
schools  at  Honesdale,  and  is  now  entering  on  her 
third  year  at  East  Newark,  N.  J.,  as  principal  of 
the  primary  department.  (9)  Lucy  Isabell  Lee 
was  born  June  13,  1873.  Eight  of  the  nine  children 
of  Samuel  and  Anna  M.  Lee  have  been  teachers, 
and  all  have  succeeded,  while  some  have  held  im- 
portant positions  in  the  educational  field. 

Our  subject’s  early  experiences  were  such  as 
were  common  to  poor  boys  on  newly-opened  farms 
in  the  early  fifties.  As  soon  as  possible  he  was 
compelled  to  work,  and  there  was  always  plenty  of 
farm  work  for  him  to  do.  When  about  seven  years 
of  age  he  went  upon  a visit  to  an  uncle,  and  there 
received  his  first  instruction  in  the  art  of  driving 
oxen.  On  returning  home  he  narrated  his  experi- 
ence to  his  father  and  mother,  and  on  the  following 
morning  the  oxen  were  hitched  to  a homemade  har- 
row and  the  ox-gad  handed  him  with  this  remark 
from  his  father : “See  if  you  can  drive  the  old  oxen 

at  home  as  well  as  you  drove  Uncle  Joe’s  stags.” 
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In  those  days  public  schools  were  open  three  months 
in  the  hottest  part  of  the  summer  and  three  in  the 
coldest  part  of  winter.  The  schools  in  either  dh 
rection  were  two  miles  from  his  home,  the  path  in 
one  direction  running  across  lots,  and  in  the  other 
upon  an  unused  road.  What  time  he  could  be  spared 
during  the  summer  months  after  he  was  five  years 
of  age  he  was  at  school,  but  because  of  the  distance, 
the  storms  and  the  days  when  he,  being  the  eldest 
son,  was  imperatively  needed  at  home  being  so  many 
and  frequent,  school  attendance  was  very  irregular. 
In  the  winter  the  long  distance  and  inclement 
weather  (the  first  path  through  the  deep  snow  be- 
ing frequently  broken  for  a mile  by  his  feet),  made 
this  season  too  unfavorable  for  steady  advancement. 
At  the  age  of  ten  a severe  inflammation  of  the  lungs 
followed  by  a long  convalescence,  detained  him  at 
home  and  largely  in  the  house  for  nearly  a year. 

Our  subject’s  services  were  frequently  sought 
by  those  less  fortunate  in  not  having  boys  in  their 
families,  and  before  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  he 
had  earned  and  saved  enough  money  to  purchase  a 
Webster’s  unabridged  dictionary,  the  first  book  he 
ever  owned.  The  winter  that  he  was  thirteen  years 
years  of  age  the  father,  tempted  by  high  wages,- 
need  of  cash,  and  a desire  to  better  his  condition  in 
life,  sought  and  obtained  employment  in  the  govern- 
ment service  at  Washington,  leaving  at  home  the 
mother  and  four  children.  There  were  four  cows 
in  the  barn,  a yoke  of  oxen,  some  young  cattle  and  a 
number  of  sheep,  while  there  was  hard  wood  stand- 
ing in  the  woods  to  be  cut,  brought  to  the  house 
and  cut  into  stove  wood.  School  was  two  miles 
away,  but  while  keeping  up  his  studies  our  young 
farmer  lad  gave  due  attention  to  the  work  at  home, 
so  that  upon  his  father’s  return  in  March  he  found 
all  his  stock  in  good  condition,  his  wife  and  family 
well.  After  he  reached  the  age  of  eleven  years  his 
summer  schooling  ceased,  and  after  sixteen  the 
winter  attendance  as  well.  At  the  close  of  the  winter 
term  of  1865-66,  upon  the  9th  of  March  he  passed 
an  examination  before  E.  O.  Ward,  the  county  su- 
perintendent of  schools,  and  received  his  first  teach- 
er’s certificate.  Desiring,  however,  to  increase  his 
mental  training  before  attempting  to  instruct  others, 
he  attended  for  three  months  in  the  fall  of  1866  the 
Wayne  County  Normal  School,  at  Waymart,  a 
school  founded  by  J.  E.  Hawker,  who  succeeded  E. 
O.  Ward  as  county  superintendent  of  schools.  On 
November  26,  before  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age, 
he  commenced  his  first  term  as  a public-school 
teacher  at  Cold  Spring,  Lebanon  township,  where 
he  taught  four  months,  He  then  returned  to 
the  farm  to  work  during  the  following  season, 
but  attended  the  Normal  School  for  six  weeks  in  the 
fall,  and  again  taught  at  Cold  Spring  during  the 
next  winter.  The  summer  of  1868  found  him  again 
with  his  father  and  at  work  on  the  farm  until  after 
the  harvesting  was  done.  In  those  days  it  was  cus- 
tomary for  the  farmers  to  have  their  grain  threshed 
by  itinerant  threshers,  using  horse-power  to  drive 
their  machines,  and  a neighbor  who  was  given  to  this 


employment  and  desired  assistance  induced  Samuel 
L.ee  to  permit  his  eldest  son  “to  run  with  the  ma- 
chine.” This  took  up  the  entire  fall  season. 

On  November  28,  1868,  Mr.  Lee  commenced 
teaching  in  the  public  school  at  Starrucca,  Penn. 
In  those  days  it  was  customary  for  a teacher  to  have 
one  house  that  he  termed  his  home,  and  to  board 
round  during  the  week  with  the  patrons  of  the 
school.  Our  young  man’s  home  this  winter  was 
the  cosy,  pleasant  old  home  of  Major  Strong,  who 
occupied  it  with  his  housekeeper.  Upon  the  Mon- 
day morning  before  the  school  opened  the  house- 
keeper, Jennie  Storer,  a bright,  intelligent  lady  of 
English  descent,  said  to  the  teacher,  “To-night  you 
are  to  go  with  me  to  Lodge  and  join  the  Good  Tem- 
plars.’ Like  other  school  teachers  who  boarded 
round,  he  quickly  saw  that  when  he  was  with  the 
Romans  he  should  “do  as  the  Romans,”  and  yield- 
ing to  Miss  Storer’s  request  attended  the  lodge, 
was  initiated,  and  signed  a pledge  to  abstain  from 
the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a beverage,  a pledge 
that  remains  unbroken  though  thirty  years  have 
passed.  This  was  a “tannery  school,”  with  one 
teacher,  and  eighty  or  more  pupils  of  all  ages  from 
six  to  twenty-one,  and  in  all  stages  of  advancement 
from  A B C to  higher  arithmetic,  grammar  and  his- 
tory. But  the  farmer  boy  had  succeeded  in  his  farm 
work,  in  threshing  grain  with  a machine,  and  in 
former  efforts  at  teaching,  and  there  was  no  failure 
here.  Frequently  the  days  were  not  long  enough 
to  enable  him  to  accomplish  all  that  he  desired. 
Many  days  after  the  younger  ones  had  gone  the 
older  ones  remained,  reciting  their  lessons  or  receiv- 
ing instruction  until  “night  let  her  sable  curtain 
down  and  pinned  it  with  a star.” 

At  the  close  of  the  term  the  teacher  went  at 
once  to  the  Delaware  river  and  engaged  in  rafting 
lumber,  preparatory  to  going  down  the  river.  It 
is  the  hardest  of  all  hard  work  to  carry  a twenty- 
foot  scantling  (sometimes  covered  with  ice)  from 
the  pile  to  the  raft,  especially  to  one  just  out  of  a 
four  months’  term  of  school,  but  the  task  was  ac- 
complished, and  on  the  first  Sunday  of  April  he 
started  down  the  river  as  a fore  hand  upon  a sawed 
raft  of  160,000  feet.  His  was  the  usual  experience 
of  a “green”  hand  in  that  position.  There  is  noth- 
ing like  rafting  and  running  down  the  river  to  give 
one  an  appetite,  the  keen  spring  air,  the  hard  work, 
the  new  scenery,  all  combining  to  increase  the 
gnawings  of  hunger.  Upon  the  center  of  the  raft 
was  alwavs  a huge  pan  of  baked  beans  and  pork, 
with  which  the  raftsmen  could  at  their  moments  of 
leisure  gorge  themselves ; but  it  was  at  night,  after 
the  raft  was  securely  tied  up,  and  a hospitable  farm 
house  found,  that  the  special  exhibition  of  appeas- 
ing hunger  was  at  its  best.  Eggs,  eggs,  every- 
where. It  was  Easter  all  the  way  down  the  Dela- 
ware river.  It  would  make  any  self-respecting  hen 
blush  with  shame,  and  the  proud  chanticleer  of 
the  flock  droop  his  august  tail,  to  see  a raftsman 
swallow  eggs.  More  than  enough  to  set  a good- 
sized  Plymouth  Rock  would  find  lodgement 
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under  one  vest,  and  the  most  curious  part  of  it  all 
was  that  it  could  be  done  without  any  ill  conse- 
quences. Then  the  work  of  “running  the  river”  is 
in  itself  exciting,  as  no  occupation  on  earth  demands 
more  undivided  mental  application.  One  must  con- 
centrate his  entire  attention  upon  the  exact  point  over 
which  he  wishes  to  pass  his  raft.  A single  instant’s 
digression  in  thought  when  near  a bridge  pier  or  a 
sunken  rock,  and  the  raft  strikes  the  one  or  climbs 
upon  the  other,  only  to  go  down  the  stream  a tum- 
bled mass  of  lumber  or  logs.  Saturday  night  found 
the  raftsman  at  his  father’s  home  ready  to  commence 
farming,  and  he  remained  until  the  6th  of  Septem- 
ber, when  he  started  for  the  Delaware  Literary 
Institute,  at  Franklin,  N.  Y.  The  Erie  railroad  had 
just  placed  the  thirty-hour  train  from  New  York 
to  Chicago  upon  their  road,  surpassing  in  speed  ail 
other  lines  leading  from  the  one  city  to  the  other. 
A hot  axle  delayed  it,  enabling  the  train  following 
to  overtake  it  at  Mast  Hope,  and  our  young  man 
rode  to  Binghamton  upon  it,  giving  him  a surpris- 
ing sensation.  He  entered  the  Delaware  Literary 
Institute  the  following  day,  and  remained  at  school 
until  early  in  November.  While  there  he  passed 
the  Regents’  examination,  the  bugbear  of  York 
State  academies,  and  having  attended  the  Delaware 
county  teachers’  county  institute,  he  passed  an  ex- 
amination there  and  received  a third-grade  certifi- 
cate. On  November  15,  1869,  he  commenced 
teaching  at  Meredith  Square,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  continued  for  eighteen  weeks,  receiving 
in  the  meantime  a second-grade  certificate.  He 
returned  to  Delaware  Literary  Institute  in  time  for 
the  opening  of  the  spring  term,  and  remained  at 
school  until  the  close  of  the  term  in  July,  when  he 
went  home  to  work  as  he  had  done  in  former  years. 
At  the  opening  of  the  fall  term  at  the  Delaware 
Literary  Institute  he  again  presented  himself  as  a 
pupil,  although  he  was  without  a dollar  to  defray 
expenses,  board  and  tuition.  Through  the  kindness 
of  Prof.  George  W.  Briggs,  the  principal  of  the 
school,  he  was  given  employment  that  would  pay 
for  board  and  instruction.  He  swept  the  various 
recitation  rooms  and  halls,  looked  after  the  stove 
wood  delivered  to  the  academy,  sold  the  wood  to 
the  students,  split  and  piled  it  when  necessary,  car- 
ried it  into  the  recitation  rooms,  built  each  morning 
the  wood  fires,  and  made  necessary  repairs  upon 
whatever  was  needed  about  the  school  buildings, 
from  the  fitting  of  a key  that  locked  the  preceptress 
in  her  room  to  the  repairing  of  the  cover  to  the  cis- 
tern and  pump.  While  the  manual  labor  was  ex- 
acting, some  time  was  found  for  study,  and  at  the 
following  commencement  he  was  outranked  by  but 
one  student,  Welling  E.  Thomas,  of  Bradford 
county,  Penn.,  who  for  years  thereafter  was  the 
valedictorian  at  Lafayette  College,  and  at  present 
is  the  honored,  respected  and  beloved  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Marion,  Ohio. 

Another  vacation  was  passed  at  home,  and 
upon  September  11,  1871,  Mr.  Lee  commenced 
teaching  as  principal  of  the  Waymart  school,  the 


successor  of  the  Wayne  County  Normal  School, 
and  the  predecessor  of  the  present  Waymart  Norm- 
al School.  Just  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
school,  at  an  examination  given  him  by  Dr.  D.  G.  Al- 
len, then  county  superintendent,  he  received  a profes- 
sional certificate.  This  school  then,  as  now,  re- 
ceived a large  number  of  students  from  the  outly- 
ing' districts,  necessitating  advanced  teaching  in 
branches  that  were  not  usually  taught  in  the  public 
schools.  The  terms  at  that  time  were  four  months 
of  public  school,  followed  by  three  months  of  select 
school,  at  which  nearly  all  the  pupils  of  the  public 
school  attended.  In  this  position  our  subject  served, 
during  three  years,  and  the  high  quality  of  his  work 
was  evidenced  by  the  increased  attendance  each 
year,  and  by  the  work  subsequently  done  by  those 
that  received  their  mental  training  largely  during 
those  three  years.  In  1873  he  passed  the  necessary 
examination  and  received  a permanent  teacher’s 
certificate,  the  highest  certificate  then  issued  in  the 
State.  He  began  the  study  of  law  while  still  at 
Waymart,  under  the  tuition  of  Hon.  S.  E.  Dimmick 
at  the  time  the  attorney  general  of  the  State,  and 
later  he  continued  during  the  long  vacations  under 
the  direction  of  Wallers  & Bentley,  at  their  office  in 
the  borough  of  Honesdale,  resulting  in  his  admis- 
sion to  the  Bar  on  December  10,  1874.  Upon  the 
first  Monday  of  January  following  he  entered  the 
office  of  the  county  treasurer  as  the  deputy  of  Paul 
Swingle,  and  this  position  he  held  for  three  years. 
He  instituted  reforms  in  the  management  of  the 
county  finances  which  have  since  been  followed,  re- 
sulting in  the  savings  of  hundreds  of  dollars  to  the 
tax-payei’s.  During  these  three  years  ai'ose  the 
fampus  anti-court-house  movement,  under  which 
suits  were  brought  by  the  people  against  the  county 
commisioners  and  treasurer,  but  they  resulted  only 
in  the  defeat  of  the  instigators,  and  the  sustaining 
of  the  officers.  On  July  1,  1878,  Mr.  Lee  opened 
the  office  now  occupied  by  him,  and  he  has  ever 
since  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  pi'ofession. 
Says  the  Franklin  Register  under  date  of  September 
18,  1891,  in  speaking  of  William  H.  Lee:  “He  is 

among  the  best-read  of  those  who  have  come  to  the 
Bar  in  the  past  twenty  years,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
energetic  and  tireless  workers  in  his  pi'ofession. 
He  is  an  earnest  and  influential  speaker,  a close 
reasoner,  and  his  presentations  of  law  and  fact  are 
clear,  thorough  and  effective.  Since  his  admis- 
sion he  has  been  counsel  for  the  Honesdale  borough 
council  upwards  of  eleven  years,  and  he  has  been 
constantly  and  continuously  employed  by  those  that 
are  engaged  in  loaning  money,  a branch  of  the  busi- 
ness to  which  he  has  given  special  attention.  In 
connection  with  D.  H.  Brown,  and  backed  by  the 
tax-payers,  he  instituted  action  against  the  county 
treasurer  and  succeeded  in  compelling  the  treasurer 
to  disgorge  nearly  $1,200,  the  first,  last  and  only 
suit  ever  brought  in  this  county  for  the  tax-payers 
which  resulted  favoi'ably  to  them.  For  five  years 
he  served  the  Republican  party  as  the  county  chair- 
man. Each  year  saw  some  of  the  Republican  can- 
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dictates  elected,  until  the  crowning  result  was  ob- 
tained when  nearly  every  county  officer  and  two 
members  of  the  Lower  House  were  elected  by  the 
Repulican  party,  although  the  normal  majority  in 
the  county  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  party  was  not 
less  than  500.  The  advice  of  Mr.  Lee  is  sought  in 
nil  political  affairs,  and  in  all  important  campaigns 
his  services  as  a speaker  are  in  great  demand.  He 
has  stumped  the  county  in  the  interests  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  several  times  receiving  from  the 
managers  no  stinted  praise  for  his  services.” 

In  December,  1888,  the  Court  appointed  Mr. 
Lee  a director  of  the  poor  of  the  district  of  Texas 
township  and  the  borough  of  Honesdale,  and  here 
he  found  that  changes  could  be  made  in  the  interests 
of  the  residents  of  the  district.  Lie  introduced  new 
machinery  upon  the  farm,  planned  and  erected  new 
farm  buildings  at  the  poor  house  farm,  raised  the 
standard  of  the  live  stock  kept  on  the  farm,  insti- 
tuted more  humane  treatment  of  the  unfortunate 
poor,  and  reduced  the  levy  for  poor  purposes  in  the 
district,  although  during  this  time  the  indigent  in- 
sane, whose  care  caused  the  most  expense,  were 
increasing  at  the  rate  of  nearly  three  each  year, 
until  the  number  of  insane  paupers  at  Danville  from 
this  district  of  less  than  5,000  people  exceeded  those 
from  all  the  remainder  of  the  county,  with  a popula- 
tion of  26,000  persons. 

Mr.  Lee  was  married  at  Wilxes  Barre,  June  19, 
1878.  to  Miss  Louise  Electa  Wentz,  eldest  child  and 
only  daughter  of  Hiram  G.  and  Electa  K.  Wentz, 
and  a descendant  in  the  fifth  generation  from  the 
oldest  known  ancestor  upon  the  paternal  side, 
Johannes  Jost  Wentz.  Immediately  after  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Lee  built  the  residence  at  No.  1608  East 
street,  in  the  borough  of  Honesdale,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  Two  children  gather  about  his 
family  board.  Electa  Louise,  the  elder,  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1883,  is  now  (1897),  as  a sophomore  in 
the  Jlonesdale  high  school,  wrestling  with  Caesar's 
Gallic  war  in  the  original,  declining  Greek  nouns, 
conjugating  German  verbs,  and  endeavoring  to  find 
the  values  of  X Y and  Z,  while  she  associates  with 
the  dead,  yet  to  her  living,  characters  that  have 
graced,  as  well  as  disgraced,  ancient,  mediaeval  and 
modern  historv.  Mary  Ethel,  born  December  10, 
1885,  is  attending  the  same  school,  and  is  striving  to 
reach  the  position  that  her  sister  has  attained. 

Johannes  Jost  Wentz,  mentioned  above,  was 
born  at  Beerfelden,  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany, 
December  13,  1749.  emigrated  to  America  about  the 
year  1774-  and  settled  in  Northampton  county,  this 
State.  He  had  eight  children:  John  Peter,  Bar- 

bara. Jacob,  John  G., Magdalen,  John,  Elizabeth  and 
William.  II.  John  Peter  Wentz,  who  was  horn  in 
Germany  in  1770,  was  married  in  1789,  in  his  fa- 
ther's adopted  home,  to  Margaret  Rose,  and  they  had 
eleven  children:  Elizabeth,  John,  William,  Justus, 

Peter,  Catherine,  Jacob,  George  L.,  Sally,  Julia,  and 
George  H.  III.  Justus  Wentz  was  born  in  Che- 
nago,  N.  Y.,  April  1,  1796,  and  was  married  in  his 
native  town,  October  7,  1816,  to  Rhoda  Butler. 


Twelve  children  blessed  this  union:  Charles  W., 

Justus,  Catherine,  Hiram  G.,  William  S.,  Rhoda  A., 
Cornelia  A.,  Julia  Barzilla,  Merritt  F.,  Hester  S., 
and  Janett.  IV.  Hiram  G.  Wentz  was  born  De- 
cember 16,  1824,  and  was  married  December  6, 

1848,  to  Electa  lv.  Beattys,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  Louise  Electa  (Mrs.  Lee)  and  James  G. 
V.  Mrs.  Louise  Electa  Lee  was  born  December  4, 

1849,  at  Carbondale,  Penn.  She  resided  with  her 
parents  at  various  places  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war  found  her  father  and  his  brother-in- 
law,  John  Hosie,  of  Scranton,  now  deceased,  en- 
gaged as  contractors  in  the  building  of  a railroad  in 
the  mountains  of  western  Virginia.  Their  well- 
known  northern  origin  and  their  evident  Union 
sentiments  made  their  long'er  sojourn  at  that  point 
exceedingly  precarious,  and  hastily  gathering  a few 
necessary  articles  of  personal  clothing,  leaving  the 
table  as  it  was  when  they  finished  their  noon-day 
meal,  they  sought  the  quickest,  and  yet  quietest, 
way  to  their  Northern  friends.  Mr.  Wentz  settled 
in  Wilkes  Barre  in  1861,  and  there  Mrs.  Lee  re- 
ceived her  education,  with  one  year  at  Miller sville 
Normal  School. 

On  the  maternal  side  Mrs.  Lee  is  of  the  eighth 
generation  from  Thomas  Stanton,  the  oldest  known 
ancestor.  Whether  the  last  name  of  Noah  ’was 
Stanton  or  not,  the  Bible  furnishes  no  accurate  in- 
formation ; but  the  conclusion  that  it  was  would 
seem  justified  by  the  numberless  Stantons  inhabit- 
ing this  country.  In  Wayne  county  alone  there  are 
at  least  four  families  by  that  name,  but  not  of  kin 
to  each  ether  so  far  as  they  know.  Thomas  Stanton 
is  generally  believed  to  have  been  born  of  English 
ancestry,  about  1615,  in  Wales,  very  near  the  -En- 
glish line.  In  1635  he  emigrated  from  London  to 
America,  embarking  on  the  “Bonaventura,”  and  so 
far  as  known  he  is  the  only  one  of  his  family  to 
come  to  this  country,  although  there  were  Stantons 
contemporaneous  with  him  residing  in  Rhode  Isl- 
and, one  named  Robert,  being  an  ancestor  of  Ed- 
win M.  Stanton,  Lincoln’s  great  war  secretary.  In 
1637  Thomas  Stanton  settled  in  Hartford.  Conn., 
where  he  married  Ann  Lord,  and  in  1650  he  estab- 
r.shed  a trading  post  at  Stonington,  on  the  Pawca- 
tuck  river,  where  the  family  maintained  an  ancestral 
home  for  upward  of  two  hundred  years.  He  had 
ten  children:  Thomas,  John,  Mary,  Hannah,  Joseph, 
Daniel,  Dorothy,  Robert,  Sarah  and  Samuel.  II. 
John  Stanton,  a captain  in  King  Philip's  war,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Thompson  in  1664,  and  had  six  chil- 
dren: John,  Joseph,  Thomas,  Ann,  Theophilus  and 
Dorothv.  III.  John  Stanton  and  his  wife  Mary  had 
eleven  children : John,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Lydia, 

Robert,  Hulda.  Jabez,  David,  Mary,  Sarah  and 
Samuel.  IV.  David  Stanton  married  Sarah  Kim- 
ball, and  had  twelve  children:  Sarah.  David, 

Jerusha,  Asa,  Jason,  Hulda,  Jonas,  Levi,  Jeremiah, 
Eunice,  John  and  Lucy.  A*.  Asa  Stanton,  known 
as  Col.  Asa,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolution. 
He  was  the  first  Stanton  to  be  connected  with  the 
history  of  Wayne  county,  and  his  career  is  treated 
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of  at  length  in  the  “History  of  Wayne,  Pike  and 
Monroe  Counties,”  and  in  Goodrich’s  “History,  of 
Wayne  County.”  He  married  Keziah  Kimball,  and 
had  eleven  children : Charles,  Asa,  Sarah,  William, 
Nancy,  Levi,  Harriet,  Louise,  Clinton,  Julia  and 
Julia  (2).  VI.  Louise  Stanton,  Mrs.  Lee’s  grand- 
mother, was  married  September  20,  1820,  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  to  Philander  Beattys,  who  made  his 
home  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  on  the 
old  turnpike,  a mile  north  of  Waymart,  on  part  of 
the  first  purchase  of  lands  made  by  her  father,  his 
death  occurring  there  in  1885.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren: Julia,  Electa  K.  (Mrs.  Lee’s  mother),  Will- 
iam H.,  Sophie  B.,  and  George  P.  VII.  Electa  K. 
Beattys  was  born  in  Connecticut,  where  her  parents 
resided  for  a few  years,  and  was  married  December 
6,  1848,  to  Hiram  G.  Wentz,  mentioned  above. 

CAPT.  WILLIAM  D.  CURTIS  needs  no  spe- 
cial introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume, 
which  would  be  incomplete  without  the  record  of  his 
life.  For  many  years  he  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  business  interests  of  Wayne  county, 
and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  upbuilding  and 
progress  of  this  section  of  the  State.  He  has  now 
located  in  Hawley,  where  he  is  serving  as  justice  of 
the  peace ; is  also  agent  for  the  Canfield  Oil  Co.,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio ; the  Brooks  spool  cotton  thread ; 
the  Grand  Rapids  Seating  Co.,  of  Chicago,  111. ; 
sewing  machines ; pianos  and  organs ; government 
pensions ; and  dealer  in  church  and  school  furniture. 

Capt.  Curtis  was  born  July  16,  1820,  in  Wind- 
ham, Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Squire  David  and 
Paulina  (Snow)  Curtis,  natives  of  New  York. 
The  father  died  in  Prattsville,  Greene  county,  Jan- 
uary 2,  1839,  aged  forty  years.  He  was  a lawyer, 
but  never  followed  the  profession,  being  engaged 
in  milling  and  general  merchandising  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  business  career.  At  one  time  he 
was  quite  wealthy,  but  before  his  death  lost  most 
of  his  fortune.  He  took  quite  an  active  and  prom- 
inent part  in  political  affairs,  and  for  many  years 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  His  father,  David 
Curtis,  a native  of  White  Creek,  N.  Y.,  was  a soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a daughter  of 
Jacob  Snow,  of  Pennsylvania,  who'  also  aided  the 
Colonies  in  their  struggle  for  independence  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania. 
She  was  three  times  married,  her  second  husband 
being  Paletine  Farrington,  who  was  born  June  16, 
1770,  and  died  in  Prattsville,  N.  Y.,  December  12, 
1841.  He  was  reared  among  the  Quakers,  was  a 
lumberman  by  occupation,  and  was  a Presbyterian 
in  religious  belief,  serving  as  deacon  in  his  Church. 
Her  third  husband,  Nehemiah  Tompkins,  was  a 
prominent  and  well-to-do  farmer,  and  was  a de- 
vout Christian,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  died  in  New  York  State  at  a ripe  old 
age,  and  the  mother  of  our  subject  passed  away 
January  2,  1871,  at  the  age  af  seventy  years.  She 
was  an  earnest  Christian  woman  and  took  an  active 


part  in  all  Church  work.  All  her  children  were  by 
her  first  marriage,  and  two  now  survive : Hershe! 
was  killed  while  at  work  at  Morse’s  tannery,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years;  William  D.  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Jacob,  a railroad  man,  was  born  in  1822, 
and  died  in  Wayne  county;  and  Mrs.  Adelia  Chase, 
a widow,  resides  in  New  York. 

Leaving  home  at  the  age  of  ten,  Capt.  Curtis 
worked  for  his  uncle,  Isaac  P.  Hull,  on  a farm  for 
one  year,  and  was  then  employed  in  the  B.  G.  Morse 
tannery  in  Prattsville,  N.  Y.,  until  1845,  *n  which 
year  he  came  to  Pennsylvania,  locating  near  Car- 
bondale,  where  he  conducted  a boarding-house  at 
Morse’s  tannery  one  year.  During  the  winter 
of  1845-46  he  was  employed  as  a coal  weigher  at 
Carbondale,  and  for  the  following  three  years  con- 
tracted with  the  Hudson  & Delaware  Co.  to  keep 
their  tracks  to  the  mines  in  order.  He  then  worked 
at  carpentering  in  Carbondale  for  two  years,  and  in 
1850  removed  to  Lake  Ariel,  Wayne  county,  having 
charge  of  the  two  tracks  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.,  between  Hawley  and  Lake  Ariel,  until  May  18. 
1861.  He  was  also  engaged  in  merchandising,  his 
interests  being  looked  after  by  his  partner,  S.  R. 
Evans. 

Hardly  had  the  echoes  from  Fort  Sumter’s 
guns  died  away,  when  our  subject  raised  a company, 
of  which  he  was  commissioned  captain,  it  being 
Company  B,  3rd  P.  V.  I.  On  June  2,  1861,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  Easton,  Penn.,  where  it 
remained  until  the  disastrous  battle  of  Bull  Run. 
During  the  seven-days’  fight  Capt.  Curtis  lost 
nineteen  of  his  men,  and  at  Harrison  Landing  he 
was  taken  ill,  being  compelled  to  resign.  In  the 
spring  of  1861,  while  with  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.,  he  had  embarked  in  merchandising  at  Lake 
Ariel,  as  above  mentioned,  and  his  partner  con- 
tinued in  charge  of  the  store  while  he  was  at  the 
front.  On  his  return  home  in  1863,  Mr.  Evans  en- 
tered the  service,  and  our  subject  conducted  the  busi- 
ness until  sometime  during  the  following  year, 
when  he  went  to  New  York,  and  at  Goshen,  that 
State,  enlisted  in  the  50th  New  York  Engineers,  in 
which  he  served  as  orderly  sergeant  until  honorably 
discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Capt.  Curtis  then  returned  to  Lake  Ariel  and 
resumed  business,  and  also  contracted  to  carry  the 
mail  from  Moscow  to  Honesdale  for  a year.  Selling 
his  interests  in  Lake  Ariel,  he  next  took  No.  14  En- 
gine on  the  Gravity  railroad,  near  Hawley,  and  ran 
the  engine  for  a year.  In  the  spring  of  1869  he  and 
Mr.  Evans  again  embarked  in  merchandising,  open- 
ing a store  in  Hawley,  which  they  successfully  con- 
ducted until  1885.  Since  then  the  Captain  has  en- 
gaged in  the  wholesale  and  retail  sewing-machine 
business,  selling  on  the  road  until  1893,  and  now 
devotes  his  time  to  his  store  and  to  the  business  of 
the  different  agencies  before  mentioned. 

In  Prattsville,  N.  Y.,  Capt.  Curtis  was  married, 
August  7,  1843,  to  Miss  Gertrude  M.  Brandow,  Rev. 
Arad  Lakin,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  officiat- 
ing. She  was  born  in  that  place  March  12,  1822, 
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of  German  parentage,  and  died  September  12,  1882, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Hawley  cemetery.  Children 
came  to  this  union  as  follows : Mary  C.,  born  Sep- 
tember 23,  1844,  died  July  28,  1847.  Sarah 
Alice,  born  January  3,  1846,  married  F.  Hamlin,  and 
both  died  in  Wayne  county,  leaving  one  daughter — 
Gertrude  M.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  A.  McKee, 
a dentist  in  Worcester,  Mass.  Clara  D.,  born 
February  7,  1848,  married  Henry  Vaughn,  a resident 
of  Dunmore,  Penn.,  and  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren— Alice,  Carl  and  Harold.  Mary  J.,  born 
August  31,  1831,  is  the  wife  of  George  Fessenden, 
a farmer  and  miller  of  Hollisterville,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  has  one  son — Leroy.  Capt.  Curtis  is  now 
a great-grandfather. 

On  November  6,  1883,  at  Hawley,  the  Captain 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Rebecca  B.  (Peet)  Turner,  who  was  born  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  April  14,  1840.  Her  par- 
ents, Daniel  and  Jemima  (Hollister)  Peet,  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut  and  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  respectively,  the  former  born  in  1801,  the 
latter  in  1814.  The  father  in  his  younger  days 
was  a blacksmith,  but  later  devoted  his  energies  to 
farming.  Fie  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  his  wife, 
who  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  is  still  living.  His  parents  were  Dan- 
iel and  Betsy  (Peet)  Peet,  natives  of  Connecticut, 
who  were  distant  relatives  previous  to  their  mar- 
riage. In  1827  they  emigrated  to  Wayne  -county, 
Penn.,  and  spent  their  remaining  days  in  Salem 
township.  Mrs.  Curtis’  maternal  grandparents, 
Timothy  and  Betsy  (Treet)  Hollister,  were  also  na- 
tives of  Connecticut,  and  as  early  as  1812  became 
pioneer  settlers  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until  called 
from  this  life.  The  children  born  to  Daniel  and 
Jemima  (Hollister)  Peet  were  Abigail,  now  the 
widow  of  Mayland  Christa,  of  Deckertown,  N.  T. ; 
Solon,  who  died  with  fever  during  his  service  i,n  the 
army;  Abner,  a farmer  of  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county  ; Rebecca,  wife  of  our  subject ; John,  a farmer 
of  Salem  township ; Orinda,  who  married  Alvin 
Squires  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; Violetta,  deceased 
wife  of  Hartman  Detwilder,  a molder  living  in  Pitts- 
burg, Penn. ; Mynot,  a farmer  living  in  Salem  town- 
ship ; Byron,  a clerk  In  Scranton,  Penn. ; Hattie,  wife 
of  David  Turner,  a machinist  of  Scranton;  and 
George,  an  ex-machinist  and  a farmer  of  Salem 
township. 

Mrs.  Curtis  first  married  William  Turner,  who 
died  June  6,  1872,  aged  thirty-five  years,  and  was 
imried  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county.  He  was 
employed  as  stationary  engineer  on  the  Gravity  rail- 
road, and  died  from  wcunds  received  in  a fall. 
The  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner 
died  of  scarlet  fever  within  two  weeks — Bell,  aged 
ten  years ; Rosalia,  aged  six  years,  and  Earl  M., 
aged  two  and  one-half  years. 

On  attaining  his  majority  Capt.  Curtis  became 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  with  which  he 
voted  until  1856,  subsequently  supporting  the  men 


and  measures  of  the  Republican  party  until  1872, 
since  when  he  has  voted  the  Prohibition  ticket, 
being  a strong  temperance  man.  He  has  been  hon- 
ored with  a number  of  local  offices,  and  in  1893  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace,  a position  which  he  is 
now  creditably  and  satisfactorily  filling.  For  the 
past  forty  years  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  also  belongs  to  C.  A.  R.  Post 
No.  195.  In  1841  he  was  converted,  and  has  since 
been  a leading  and  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  taking  a prominent  part  in  its 
work  and  serving  in  some  official  position  during  the 
entire  time,  being  class-leader  for  about  forty  vears. 
He  has  been  a liberal  contributor  to  all  objects 
tending  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  Church,  and 
in  his  daily  walk  has  shown  himself  to  be  consistent 
with  the  beliefs  which  he  professes,  being  generous 
and  charitable  in  answering  the  appeals  of  the  dis- 
tressed. 

REV.  HORACE  ADELBERT  SMITH  was 
born  in  South  Sterling  (now  Dreher)  township, 
Wayne  county,  October  31,  1858,  son  of  Lewis  R. 
and  Christian  (Bailie)  Smith. 

During  his  minority  Mr.  Smith  remained  with 
his  parents,  who  about  1868  purchased  a farm  at 
Sugar  Hill,  Greene  township.  Pike  county,  on  which 
he  was  reared,  assisting  with  the  farm  work  sum- 
mers, and  attending  the  public  schools  winters. 
During  the  three  or  four  winters  that  preceded  his 
majority  he  worked  for  N.  Houck  & Sons,  of 
Laanna,  Pike  county.  In  February,  1880,  he  went 
West,  locating  at  Muscoda,  Wis.,  where  he  remained 
for  one  year,  working  on  a farm.  He  returned  to 
his  former  home  in  Pike  county  where  he  secured 
employment  with  R.  D.  Jones  & Co.,  at  German 
Valley,  laboring  there  until  the  opening  of  the  fall 
term  of  the  Wyoming  Seminary,  at  Kingston,  Penn., 
when  he  entered  that  institution  to  prepare  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  He  attended  the  Seminary 
during  1881  and  1882.  Mr.  Smith  was  converted 
in  November,  1876,  under  the  labors  of  Rev.  J.  F. 
Warner,  who  was  then  pastor  of  the  Hemlock 
Grove  M.  E.  Church.  He  united  in  Church  fellow- 
ship with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination, 
but  after  his  return  from  school  he  united  with  the 
Evangelical  Association,  joining  the  East  Penn. 
Conference  on  trial  in  1884,  and  in  full  connection 
in  1888.  Elis  first  appointment  from  this  confer- 
ence was  on  the  Wayne  Circuit,  which  he  served 
from  1884  until  1887.  There  were  glorious  awaken- 
ings in  this  charge  during  his  pastorate,  and  many 
were  born  into  the  Kingdom  of  Grace.  Among  the 
revivals  was  one  at  Sparrow  Bush,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
class  was  so  increased  that  it  was  made  a separate 
charge,  and  in  1880  our  subject  was  appointed  pastor. 
Besides  attending'  to  his  duties  at  Sparrow  Bush  he 
took  up  work  at  Mill  Rift  and  Matamoras.  Penn. 
He  held  the  first  preaching  service  in  Matamoras, 
the  congregation  meeting  in  the  school-house  on 
Thursday  evenings  of  each  week,  which  was  the 
only  time  the  building  could  be  had ; and  the  direct- 
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ors  were  reluctant  in  granting  this.  From  this  un- 
promising beginning  there  has  grown  a line  Church 
and  congregation.  Under  this  strain  Mr.  Smith’s 
health  gave  way,  and  he  was  compelled  to  resign, 
returning  to  Wayne  county  to  recuperate.  In  the 
spring  of  1890  he  accepted  a pastorate  at  Lykens, 
Dauphin  county,  which  he  served  for  one  year.  The 
charge  was  then  divided,  having  gained  so  in  num- 
bers, and  he  received  the  part  of  it  known  as  Wicon- 
isco  Mission,  which  he  served  for  two  years.  Fail- 
ing health  again  compelled  him  to  resign,  and  he  re- 
moved to  Dunmore,  Lackawanna  county,  where  he 
purchased  a lot,  built  a house,  and  set  about  regain- 
ing his  health.  During  the  contention  that  raged  in 
the  Church  of  which  he  was  a member  he  withdrew 
and  united  with  the  M.  E.  Church.  This  was  in 
1894.  In  1895  his  health  was  so  far  restored  that 
he  again  accepted  an  appointment,  this  time  in  the 
Wyoming  Conference,  serving  Gouldsboro  and 
Spring  Brook  in  1895,  and  m the  spring  of  1896 
was  appointed  to  the  M.  E.  Church  at  South  Canaan 
Corners,  which  he  served  for  three  years,  laboring 
faithfully  to  build  up  and  strengthen  the  Church  in 
every  way,  and  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by 
the  entire  community,  as  well  as  by  his  own  congre- 
gation. He  has  since  served  at  Bethany,  Wayne 
county.  Being  a strong  Temperance  man,  he  casts 
his  ballot  for  the  Prohibition  party,  and  is  well  post- 
ed on  the  leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day. 

O11  January  1,  1880,  in  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Susan 
Robacker,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev. 
b . A.  Doney,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister.  Three 
children  bless  this  union,  as  follows:  Oscar  L., 

born  in  Pike  county,  April  28,  1S81  : Ray  B.,  born 
in  Pike  county,  July  17,  1883;  and  Ernest  E.,  born 
in  Dauphin  county,  December  9,  1891. 

Samuel  Robacker,  Mrs.  Smith's  father,  is  a 
general  farmer  of  Greene  township,  Pike  county. 
He  was  born  in  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  April 
25,  1831,  a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Roback- 
er) Robacker  (who  were  not  related  previous  to 
their  marriage),  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  where 
the}'  were  married  and  continued  to  reside  until  after 
the  birth  of  their  eldest  daughter,  Margaret.  They 
were  farming  people.  On  coming  to  America 
they  located  in  Greene  township.  Pike  Co.,  Penn., 
m 1867  removing  to  AVest  Salem,  Edwards  Co., 
111.,  where  they  made  their  home  until  called  to  the 
world  beyond.  Their  remains  were  interred  at 
West  Salem,  111.  They  were  consistent  members 
of  the  Albright  Methodist  Church.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Marg-aret,  widow  of  Louis  Kagely,  of 
AVest  Salem,  111. ; Samuel,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Smith ; 
Daniel,  who  married  Amy  Proof,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased : Louisa,  widow  of  John  Haag,  of  Dreber 
township,  AVavne  county:  Francis,  who  is  married 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  Kansas ; William,  who 
wedded  Mary  Beehn,  and  is  a farmer  of  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county ; Louis,  a farmer  in  the  same 
township;  Christina,  who  was  married,  and  is  now 
deceased ; Elizabeth,  who  was  married,  and  died  in 


Illinois ; and  Charles,  who  is  married  and  lives  on 
the  old  homestead  at  AVest  Salem,  111.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  these  children,  Christopher  Rohr- 
backer,  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Sterling  (now  Dreher)  township, 
Wayne  county. 

Samuel  Robacker  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  then  for  three 
years  engaged  in  lumbering  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tobyhanna.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased 
fifty  acres  of  his  present  farm  for  $151,  and  has  since 
added  to  it  until  he  now  has  seventy-five  acres,  fifty 
of  which  are  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is 
a Republican  in  politics,  and  has  served  as  supervisor 
of  his  township  for  two  years.  In  religious  faith  he 
is  an  earnest  and  faithful  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Association  at  Newfoundland,  Pennsylvania. 

In  August,  1854,  in  Monroe  county,  Penn., 
Samuel  Robacker  married  Miss  Eva  Williams,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  the  following  children : 
Adeline,  wife  of  Joel  Bartle,  a farmer  and  butcher 
of  Greene  township,  Pike  county;  Margaret  A., 
wife  of  William  Frick,  a wood  turner  of  the  same 
township;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Gilpin,  a farmer  of 
Greene  township ; Susan,  wife  of  Rev.  H.  A.  Smith, 
of  this  review ; Julia,  wife  of  Elwood  Dunning, 
a butcher  of  Dreher  township ; Loretta,  wife  of 
George  Cummins,  a carpenter  of  Dunmore,  Penn. ; 
Eva,  a resident  of  Dunmore ; and  Ida,  wife  of  Frank 
Boeckder,  who  is  operating  our  subject’s  homestead. 

DAVID  KELLER,  deceased.  This  well- 
known  citizen  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  who 
passed  to  the  better  world  on  May  27,  1895,  was  for 
many  years  identified  prominently  with  the  busi- 
ness, social  and  political  life  of  his  locality,  his  am- 
ple fortune  enabling  him  to  forward  many  import- 
ant enterprises.  He  was  recognized  as  a skillful 
financier,  and  many  of  his  investments,  while  bring- 
ing him  good  returns,  were  so  placed  as  to  build  up 
and  sustain  the  best  interests  of  the  section  in  which 
he  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Keller  traced  his  ancestry  to  thrifty  Ger- 
man stock,  and  was  of  the  fourth  generation  in 
descent  from  George  Keller,  a native  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  America  in  a sailing-  vessel  at  an  early 
day,  his  wife  dying  while  at  sea.  On  the  same  ship 
were  a man  and  his  wife  who  had  been  neighbors 
of  the  Kellers,  in  the  Fatherland,  and  the  husband 
dying  on  the  voyage,  the  newly-made  widower  and 
widow  decided  to  share  the  griefs  and  joys  of  life 
together  through  their  remaining  years.  They 
were  married  soon  after  their  arrival  in  America,* 
and,  coming  to  this  section,  made  their  home  in 
what  is  now  Hamilton  townshi]  , Monroe  county. 
George  Keller  (1)  left  a son,  George,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  who  settled  in  the  same  locality  and 
married  a Miss  Troch,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren, viz. : John,  Christopher,  Joseph,  and  two 
daughters  whose  names  are  unknown.  John  Keller, 
our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship, Monroe  (then  Northampton)  county,  and 


DAYID  KELLER 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


105 


passed  his  active  life  in  farming,  becoming  quite 
prosperous.  He  was  a man  of  influence  as  well  as 
means  in  the  community,  and  as  a Democrat  was 
prominent  in  the  political  life  of  his  day,  filling  ably 
the  offices  of  associate  judge,  prothonotary  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  a number  of  years.  In  relig- 
ious connection  he  was  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  John  Keller  married  Miss  Sarah  Troch, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four 
sons  and  four  daughters : David,  Rudolph,  Jacob, 
Andrew,  Lana,  Julia  Ann,  Rachel  and  Sarah.  The 
father  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  preceding 
the  mother  to  the  grave. 

The  late  David  Keller  was  born  April  28,  1817, 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Hamilton  township,  and 
was  educated  in  the  local  schools.  In  early  man- 
hpod  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Rich- 
mond, Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  but  in  1847  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  township  where  he  farmed  for 
about  two  years.  He  then  went  to  Stroudsburg 
and  kept  the  “Indian  Queen”  hotel  some  eighteen 
months,  in  1852  building  the  house  in  which  the 
postoffice  is  now  located.  For  eight  years  he  re- 
sided therein,  but  later,  purchasing  property  in  Main 
street,  he  built  the  handsome  and  commodious  resi- 
dence which  his  widow  now  occupies.  For  manv 
years  he  was  engaged  in  a brokerage  business,  and 
he  became  interested  from  time  to  time  in  other 
lines  of  effort,  being  a director  in  the  Stroudsburg 
National  Bank,  and  in  1853  purchasing  the  Monroe 
Democrat,  which  he  retained  for  four  years,  the 
editorial  management  being  intrusted  to  others. 
He  was  reared  a Democrat,  and  in  i860  he  support- 
ed Douglas  for  the  Presidency,  but  later  he  be- 
came a steadfast  Republican.  In  1853  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Stroudsburg,  a position  he 
held  for  four  years.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Methodist,  and  he  was  a leading  member  of  the 
congregation  at  Stroudsburg.  Socially  he  joined 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  but  subsequently  gave  up  his  mem- 
bership. 

On  May  28,  1839,  Mr.  Keller  married  Miss 
Ellen  Brown,  who  was  born  October  11,  1818,  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and  is  still  en- 
joying the  blessings  of  life,  her  health  being  excell- 
ent and  her  faculties  being  unimpaired.  Eight 
children  came  to  this  union,  namely:  (1)  Charles 
B.,  born  March  21,  1840.  conducts  a news  store  in 
Stroudsburg.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Walton, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Walton,  and  they  had  nine  chil- 
dren : FI.  M.  marreid  Miss  Gertrude  Pardee,  and 
has  one  son,  Harry;  Charles  B.,  bookkeeper  in  a 
Stroudsburg  bank,  married  Miss  Bird  Freese,  and 
has  two  children,  Harry  and  Dorothy;  W.  E.,  a 
physician  in  Scranton,  is  unmarried ; Addie  mar- 
ried D.  J.  Thomas,  of  Scranton,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Mary  Iv.,  Stanley  and  Margaret;  Miss  Bess 
M.  is  at  home : David  D.  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years;  Mar  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Nellie 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  months ; and  Lizzie 
lived  only  three  davs.  (2)  Mary,  born  April  7. 
1 8.12 , married  Rev.  H.  F.  I sett,  and  thev  have  one 


daughter,  Ella  May,  who  married  William  A.  Sha- 
fer, and  has  one  child,  Mary  C.  (3)  Susan  M.,  born 
November  17,  1845,  died  November  23,  1859.  (4) 
John  George,  born  March  8,  1848,  died  June  30, 
1892.  Fie  married  (first)  Miss  Anna  Hoffman, 
and  (second)  Miss  Jennie  Sanford,  and  by  the  sec- 
ond union  there  are  three  children,  John  George, 
Sanford  and  Edith.  (5)  Miss  Ella  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  society  women  of  Stroudsburg,  and 
is  active  in  Church  work  and  in  various  reform 
movements.  (6)  Hattie,  born  September  12,  1853, 
died  April  16,  1894,  unmarried.  (7)  J.  E.  M.,  born 
May  17,  1856,  is  an  attorney  in  Philadelphia.  He 
married  Miss  Laura  Whitsell,  and  they  have  had 
two  children,  Anna  (deceased)  and  David.  (8) 
Grace,  born  April  26,  1859,  married  Luther  Huff- 
man, a lumber  dealer  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Ellen,  Mary  and  Oram. 

ABRAHAM  SMITH,  a thorough  and  sys- 
tematic farmer  and  substantial  citizen  of  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  was  born  at 
Mt.  Bethel,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  in  July,  1829, 
and  is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  highly 
respected  pioneer  families  of  this/ section  of  the 
State.  His  paternal  great-grandfather  came  from 
Holland  to  this  country  qt  an  early  day,  bringing  with 
him  his  nine  sons,  who  settled  in  Monroe  and 
Northampton  counties.  One  of  these,  William 
Smith,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  located  on 
land  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  which 
was  willed  to  his  wife,  Susan  Transue,  and  there  in 
the  midst  of  the  forest  he  erected  a log  house  and 
developed  a good  farm,  upon  which  he  made  many 
improvements.  He  and  his  wife  both  died  on  that 
property.  (1)  John,  our  subject’s  father,  was  the 
eldest  of  their  children.  (2)  Jacob  married  Polly 
Brook,  of  Northampton  county,  and  made  his  home 
in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 
where  he  died,  leaving  a large  family.  (3)  Dan- 
iel married  and  settled  at  Kingston,  Penn.,  where 
he  died,  leaving  a large  family.  (4)  William  mar- 
ried Susan  Wallace,  and  lived  at  White  Haven, 
Penn.,  where  he  died.  Both  of  his  children,  Susan 
and  Charles,  are  now  deceased.  (5)  Peter,  who 
never  married,  became  a wealthy  citizen  of  Mt. 
Bethel,  Northampton  county,  and  at  his  death  left 
a large  amount  of  money  to  be  invested  in  the 
erection  of  a Baptist  Church.  (6)  Isaac  was  twice 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  two  daughters, 
Mary  and  Barbara.  His  second  wife  was  Rachel 
Cortright,  of  Monroe  county,  and  by  her  he  had 
twelve  children,  ten  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  we  have  the  names  of  James,  Charles,  George, 
Obediah,  Allen,  Andrew,  Jacob,  Mrs.  Emma  Gard- 
ner, and  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Philip  Ruster,  of  New 
Tersev).  (7)  Charles  married  and  located  in  Wal- 
nut Valley,  N.  J.  (8)  Betsy  married  Jacob  Tran- 
sue, and  lived  in  New  Jersey,  where  both  died.  (9) 
Sarah  married  John  Miller,  and  lived  at  Mt.  Bethel, 
Penn.,  where  they  died  leaving  a large  family. 
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(io)  Julia  married  Philip  Smith,  and  also  lived  at 
Mt.  Bethel,  where  they  died,  leaving  ten  children. 

John  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  there  married  Louisa  Arndt,  a native 
of  the  same  township.  They  began  their  domestie 
life  upon  his  father's  farm,  where  they  resided  for 
some  years,  and  then  spent  five  years  with  our  sub- 
ject, after  which  the  father  purchased  a home  near 
Marshall’s  Creek,  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
where  he  died  in  1862.  His  worthy  wife  long  sur- 
vived him,  passing  away  in  1894,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  They  had  a family  of  twelve 
children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  all  born  in 
Monroe  county  with  the  exception  of  our  subject, 
who  is  second  in  the  order  of  birth.  (1)  Madi- 
son, born  in  1827,  made  his  home  in  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  where  he  followed  lumbering  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  and  died  very  suddenly 
while  hauling  a load  of  lumber  in  Oakland,  near 
his  home.  He  married  Maria  Coslar,  of  Monroe 
county,  and  had  five  children:  Edward;  AAesley; 

Elizabeth,  who  married  Stewart  Shively ; Ella ; amd 
Maria,  wife  of  Harry  Ayers.  (2)  Abraham.  (3) 
William,  born  in  1831,  married  Alary  Clifford,  of 
Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  they  now  reside  at  East 
Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county.  Their  children  are 
John,  George,  AAhlliam,  Annie  and  Susan.  (4) 
Catherine,  born  in  1833,  married  John  Clifford,  of 
Pike  county,  and  they  removed  to  New  Jersey, 
where  she  died,  leaving  the  following  children : 
John,  Madison,  James,  Samuel,  George,  Oscar, 
Harry,  Lizzie,  Sarah  and  Anna.  (5)  Samuel, 
born  in  1835,  married  Alice  Milton,  of  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  where  they  made  their  home,  and 
where  he  was  killed  by  the  machinery  in  a sawmill. 
He  left  a widow  and  seven  children : Jacob,  Will- 

iam, Harry,  Elijah,  Jennie,  Louisa  and  Norman. 
(6)  Aloses,  born  in  1838.  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  enlisted  under  Capt.  Racherd,  of  AVilkes 
Barre,  Penn. ; he  was  severely  wounded  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Gettysburg,  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  He  was  a 
very  bright  and  active  young  man.  (7)  Hannah, 
born  in  1841,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Arndt,  of  Pike 
county,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Mary,  wife 
of  John  Cole,  of  Mt.  Bethel,  Penn. ; and  Amanda, 
wife  of  William  Voise,  of  New  Jersey.  (8)  Sarah, 
born  in  1843,  is  the  wife  of  George  Cramer,  of 
East  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren : William ; Ella,  wife  of  Wilson  Pipher ; 

Emma,  wife  of  George  Peters ; and  Harvey,  at 
home.  (9)  Barbara  A.,  born  in  1846,  is  the  de- 
ceased wife  of  Robert  Darrhone,  a carpenter  of 
East  Stroudsburg,  and  the  children  born  to  them, 
and  yet  living,  are  Annie,  Martha,  Louisa  and 
George.  (10)  Susan,  born  in  1848,  married  An- 
drew Emery,  of  New  Jersey,  and  they  now  reside 
on  his  farm  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  Penn.  Their  children  are  Luther  A. ; 
Ella,  wife  of  Dennis  Treible,  of  East  Stroudsburg; 
Louisa ; Edith ; Cleveland ; and  Anna.  ( 1 1 ) 


Louisa,  born  in  1850,  is  the  wife  of  Theodore  Span- 
genburg,  section  foreman  on  the  railroad  at  Pat- 
erson, N.  J.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Dora.  (12) 
James,  born  in  1853,  married  Belinda  Howe,  and. 
resides  in  Forest  City,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. 
They  have  four  children : Amanda,  Harry,  Emma 

and  Louisa. 

Abraham  Smith  was  reared  on  the  old  home  farm 
in  Smithfield  township,  and  acquired  a good  prac- 
tical education,  attending  the  schools  of  Shawnee 
for  several  terms.  During  his  boyhood  he  worked 
on  the  farm  of  Henry  Kotz  for  seven  years,  and 
subsequently  was  for  eleven  years  in  the  employ  of 
Mackey  & Aliller,  tanners,  of  Rusica,  Monroe  coun- 
ty. On  leaving  that  place  three  years  after  his  mar- 
riage he  removed  to  Marshall’s  Creek,  where  the 
following  year  was  passed,  and  in  1850  purchased 
a tract  of  partially  cleared  land  in  Aliddle  Smith- 
field  township,  near  Craig’s  Meadows,  on  which 
the  family  located  ten  years  later.  To  its  further 
development  and  cultivation  he  has  since  devoted 
his  energies  with  marked  success,  so  that  he  now 
has  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  locality.  He  has 
set  out  a large  orchard,  erected  good  buildings  and 
made  many  other  valuable  improvements.  To  his 
original  purchase  he  has  added  forty  acres,  the 
improved  part  of  which  is  known  as  the  Lander 
property. 

In  1855  Air.  Smith  married  Miss  Llannah  Jen- 
nings, a daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Alary  (How- 
ell) Jennings,  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  who,  on 
coming  to  Monroe  county,  settled  in  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  near  Shoemakers,  where  they  reared 
a large  family  of  children,  six  of  whom  are  now 
living.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  eight  children,  as  follows:  (1)  James  M., 

born  in  Monroe  county  in  December,  1856,  grew 
to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  receiving  the  bene- 
fits of  the  winter  schools.  AVhen  a young  man  lie 
commenced  teaching  in  the  public  schools,  and  for 
eleven  years  was  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of 
Alonroe  county.  In  1883  he  graduated  at  the  Alil- 
lersville  State  Normal,  after  which  he  taught  one 
term  at  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  two  years  in  Co- 
lumbia, Lancaster  county,  and  one  term  at  Mt. 
Bethel.  He  married  Miss  Clara  Sterline,  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  in  1890  they  removed  to  Reading, 
Penn.,  where  he  is  now  employed  as  bookkeeper 
and  lumber  inspector  by  the  Philadelphia  & Read- 
ing Railroad  Company.  He  purchased  a home  at 
that  place,  and  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the 
bright  young  business  men  of  the  community.  He 
has  two  children,  Dora  and  Edward.  (2)  Moses, 
the  second  son  of  our  subject,  died  in  childhood. 
(3)  Horace,  born  in  1862,  received  a good  com- 
mon-school education,  and  followed  lumbering 
during  his  younger  days,  but  now  holds  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  shipping  clerk  for  the  Phila- 
delphia & Reading  railroad,  his  home  being"  in 
Reading,  where  he  owns  a good  residence.  He 
married  Sarah  Coolbaugh,  of  Aliddle  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  has  one  daughter. 
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Emma.  (4)  George  M.,  born  in  June,  1864,  at  the 
present  home  of  his  parents,  was  a student  in  the 
schools  of  Stroudsburg,  also  in  the  Millersville 
State  Normal,  and  for  eleven  years  he  met  with  suc- 
cess as  a teacher  in  Northampton  county.  He 
married  Emma  Wagoner,  daughter  of  William 
Wagoner,  of  Stone  Church,  Mt.  Bethel,  and  for 
seven  years  they  lived  at  Mt.  Bethel.  In  1894  he 
removed  to  Bangor,  Penn.,  where  he  holds  a re- 
sponsible position  in  the  Electric  plant.  He  has 
three  children:  Edna  and  Ada  (twins),  born  in 

May,  1893;  and  Mabel,  born  in  May,  1896.  (5) 

Lewis,  born  in  March,  1867,  received  a public- 
school  education,  and  when  a young  man  entered 
the  machine  shops  of  Bangor,  where  he  is  now 
employed  as  foreman  of  one  of  the  departments. 
He  owns  a pleasant  home  at  that  place.  Pie  mar- 
ried Cora  Huff  Smith,  of  Brodheadsville,  and  has 
two  children,  Lydia  H.  and  Arlington  A.  (6) 
William,  born  in  1871,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  is  now  engaged  in  business  in  Strouds- 
burg. He  married  Lottie  Lesoine,  daughter  of 
Henry  Lesoine,  a prominent  citizen  of  Price,  Mon- 
roe county.  (7)  Emma,  born  in  June,  1875,  re- 
ceived a good  common-school  education,  has  made 
a marked  success  in  music  and  is  quite  a favorite 
socially.  (8)  Cora  Belle,  born  in  January,  1880, 
first  attended  the  home  schools,  and  later  was  a 
student  for  two  years  in  the  Mt.  Bethel  high  school, 
the  same  length  of  time  in  the  Bangor  schools,  and 
for  three  years  in  the  high  school  at  East  Strouds- 
burg, where  she  expects  to  graduate  with  the  class 
of  1899.  She  is  a young  lady  of  scholarly  tastes, 
and  like  her  sister  has  many  friends  in  the  com- 
munity where  they  reside. 

Politically  Mr.  Smith  has  always  affiliated  with 
the  Democracy,  but  has  never  aspired  to  office. 
Religiously  he  and  his  family  are  all  Protestant, 
though  they  hold  membership  in  different  denomi- 
nations, and  he  and  his  wife  give  liberally  to  the 
support  of  Church  and  charitable  work.  They 
have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity, and  their  friends  are  many  throughout  Mon- 
roe county. 

CORNELIUS  L.  DEWITT.  There  is  par- 
ticular satisfaction  in  reverting  to  the  life  history 
of  the  honored  and  venerable  gentleman  whose 
name  opens  this  1 eview,  since  his  mind  bears  im- 
press of  the  historical  annals  of  Pike  county  from 
pioneer  days.  He  is  a native  of  the  county,  born 
in  Westfall  township,  January  30.  1821,  and  for 
many  years  was  actively  identified  with  its  agri- 
cultural interests,  but  is  now  living  retired  at  his 
pleasant  home  in  Matamoras. 

Ruderwick  Dewitt,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a native  of  Pike  county,  the  only  child  of  Cornelius 
and  Lydia  (Westbrook)  Dewitt,  who  died  in  West- 
fall  township.  They  were  natives  of  Sodus,  N.  Y., 
and  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  respectively,  and  on  com- 
ing to  Pike  county  located  in  Milford  township, 
where  Fort  Dewitt  was  afterward  built,  and  which 


was  used  during  the  Revolution.  Cornelius  De- 
witt was  once  captured  by  the  Indians  and  taken 
to  Canada,  being  held  prisoner  some  two  years,  his 
wife  meanwhile  remaining  on  the  farm.  Ruderwick 
Dewitt  first  lived  in  Milford  township,  but  later 
became  a resident  of  Westfall  township,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  many  years.  There  he  de- 
parted this  life  in  the  fall  of  i860,  when  past  the 
age  of  one  hundred  years,  and  his  wife  died  the  pre- 
vious spring,  aged  sixty  years,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  the  Ouicktown  burying-ground, 
Westfall  township.  They  were  earnest  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  In  her  maidenhood  Mrs.  De- 
witt was  Miss  Leah  Van  Gorden,  a daughter  of 
Martin  and  Jane  (Geggie)  Van  Gorden,  natives  of 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
respectively.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  a native 
of  Ireland,  operated  a gristmill  in  Orange  county 
for  many  years.  Her  parents  both  died  in  that 
county.  Their  children  were:  William;  Silas; 
Leah;  Peter;  Dewitt;  Catherine,  wife  of  Jacob 
Smith;  and  Elsa  and  Maria  (twins),  the  former 
being  the  wife  of  David  Lambert.  Our  subject  is 
the  eldest  in  a family  of  four  children,  the  others 
being  Jacob  (deceased),  who  married  Susan  White; 
Martin,  who  married  Hannah  Dunning,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Sparta,  Rockland  Co.,  Wis. ; 
and  Lydia,  deceased  wife  of  Louis  Gallaway. 

Cornelius  L.  Dewitt  remained  with  his  parents 
until  their  deaths,  and  continued  the  cultivation  of 
the  old  home  farm  in  Westfall  township  until  the 
fall  of  1861,  when  he  removed  to  the  farm  which 
he  still  owns,  a tract  of  some  400  acres.  At  that 
time  it  was  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness,  but  de- 
voting his  time  and  attention  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement,  he  soon  converted  the  wild  tract  into 
one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  of  the  locality. 
He  continued  its  operation  until  1888,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Matamoras  and  has  since  lived  retired, 
enjoying  a well-earned  rest  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  which  makes  life  worth  the  living.  Besides 
the  farm  they  own  considerable  property  in  Mata- 
moras and  are  quite  well-to-do.  Hale,  hearty,  erect 
and  vigorous,  Mr.  Dewitt  yet  takes  a commendable 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party.  His  life  has  ever 
been  such  as  to  command  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  and  his 
friends  are  many  throughout  Pike  county. 

At  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  in  1851,  Mr.  Dewitt 
married  Miss  Anna  Catherine  Kadel,  by  whom  he 
has  five  children:  Jacob,  who  conducts  a clothing 
store  in  Port  Jervis;  Emma,  wife  of  James  Gross, 
engineer  on  the  Erie  railroad,  residence  Matamoras, 
Penn. ; Catherine  and  Mary,  both  residing  at  home ; 
and  Alpha,  who  is  a partner  with  his  brother  in  the 
clothing  business  at  Port  Jervis. 

Mrs.  Dewitt  was  born  in  Bergennow,  Germany, 
October  30,  1838,  and  came  to  America  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  with  her  aunt.  Christina  Lieberknecht.  Her 
parents  were  Frederick  and  Anna  C.  Kadel,  of  Ger- 
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many,  where  her  mother  died  in  1842.  In  1853 
the  father  came  to  America  and  became  a resident 
©f  New  York  City,  where  he  passed  away  in  1861, 
aged  sixty-one  years.  In  his  younger  days  he  was 
a merchant,  and  after  coming  to  this  country  he 
purchased  a bakery,  but  was  soon  compelled  to  dis- 
pose of  the  same  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  then  lived 
retired  until  his  death.  His  children  were:  George, 
who  died  unmarried;  John,  who  married  Dora 
Couck,  and  lives  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Jacob,  who 
first  married  Catherine  Stoll,  and  (second)  Anna 
Nemeyer,  and  died  in  1898 ; Anna  Catherine,  wife  of 
our  subject;  and  Michael,  a retired  merchant  of 
Matamoras,  who  married  Margaret  Kalb. 

NATHANIEL  C.  MILLER,  M.  D„  a leading 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, is  worthy  of  special  notice  in  the  pages  of  this 
volume.  He  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  advances  in 
medical  science,  being  a constant  student  of  mod- 
ern methods,  and  of  late  years  he  has  made  a 
specialty  of  one  of  the  most  difficult  branches  of 
the  profession. 

The  Doctor  is  of  English  descent,  but  his  fam- 
ily has  been  identified  with  Pennsylvania  from  Co- 
lonial times.  The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have 
definite  information  was  John  Millet,  our  subject’s 
great-great-grandfather,  who  lived  and  died  in  En- 
gland. Captain  Sebastian  Miller,  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  February  6. 
1758,  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  came  to  America 
in  eaily  manhood,  locating  first  in  Montgomery 
county,  Penn.,  then  in  Wilkes  Barre,  and  finally  in 
what  is  now  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county. 
He  died  November  11,  1842,  while  on  a visit  to  a 
brother  in  Montgomery  county.  He  served  as  a 
captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  many 
years  he  practiced  medicine  successfully,  although 
he  was  not  a graduate  of  any  college.  He  married 
Miss  Susan  Dillion  (or  Burdillion,  the  original 
spelling  of  the  name  being  now  in  doubt),  a Qua- 
ker, who  was  born  in  Scotland  and  died  in  Penn- 
sylvania July  25,  1834.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Ann  (Mrs.  Dungan),  born  September  2, 
1786,  died  December  16,  1865;  William,  born  Oc- 
tober 18,  1788;  Charles,  who  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  Margaret,  born  April  6,  1793,  who 
never  married;  Mary,  born  February  13,  1795, 
died  August  13,  1879,  unmarried;  Hannah,  born  in 
November,  1797;  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Houser),  born 
April  23,  1799,  died  April  22,  1870  ; John,  born  De- 
cember 12,  1800,  died  November  17,  1874;  Samuel, 
born  January  21,  1803,  died  August  11,  1855;  Jos- 
eph, born  February  7,  1805,  died  August  9,  1865  ; 
Daniel,  born  February  15,  1807,  died  June  3,  1874; 
Violet  (Mrs.  Kesbaugh),  born  February  15,  1808, 
died  in  Wilkes  Barre  January  18,  1892;  and  Sarah 
(Mrs.  Ezehiel  Reemer),  born  March  5,  1812.  died 
October  19,  1888.  At  the  time  of  the  death  of 
Capt.  Sebastian  Miller  the  following  obituary  notice 
appeared  in  a leading  Philadelphia  newspaper : 


Another  Revolutionary  Veteran  Gone. 

Departed  this  life  on  the  11th  inst.,  at  the  home  of  John 
Miller,  Sebastian  Miller,  in  the  eightv-fifth  year  of  his  age. 
He  had  left  his  far  distant  home  to  take  a last  leave  of  his 
aged  and  only  brother,  residing  in  Abington,  Montgomery 
county.  He  had  not  seen  this  only  brother  for  fourteen 
years.  In  the  providence  of  God  he  was  to  end  his  days 
beneath  his  roof,  where  he  experienced  every  kindness.  He 
was  the  father  of  a numerous  offspring,  most  of  whom  are 
still  living.  Of  his  twelve  children  who  survive  him,  nine 
are  professors  of  religion.  Many  of  his  grandchildren  are 
pious,  and  his  great-grandchildren  are  being  trained  in  the 
way  in  which  they  should  go.  His  children,  including  his 
sons  and  daughters-in-law,  with  his  grandchildren  and  great- 
grandchildren, number  one  hundred  and  sixteen.  He  lived 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
securing  the  freedom  of  our  country.  He  was  an  old  man 
and  full  of  years.  His  children  entertained  a good  hope  that 
he  was  prepared  for  his  great  change,  for  he  was  a prayerful 
man  and  was  often  seen  on  his  knees  reading  over  his  pre- 
cious Bible,  which  was  his  daily  companion.  His  sufferings 
during  his  short  illness  were  great.  But  his  language  was, 
in  intervals  of  ease,  “How  good  it  is  to  be  afflicted.’’  His 
last  hours  were  peaceful.  His  remains  were  conveyed  to  the 
place  where  he  resided,  and  he  was  interred  surrounded  by 
weeping  relatives.  “ Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the 
Lord.” 

Charles  (Miller,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  December  20,  1789,  and  died  March  15, 
1863  He  was  a cooper  by  trade,  and  in  addition 
to  manufacturing  barrels  he  was  for  many  years 
engaged  in  agriculture  in  Hamilton  township, 
Monroe  county,  Penn.  His  wife,  Anna  Catherina 
{ Fetterman ) , was  born  August  17,  1790,  and  died 
March  26,  1875,  and  the  remains  of  both  now  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  Hamilton  Church ; they  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  [See  sketch 
of  the  Fetherman  family  farther  on.]  They  had 
three  children,  our  subject’s  father,  Philip  Miller, 
being  the  eldest;  Sallie,  bom  August  14,  1819,  mar- 
ried Charles  I.  Miller,  and  resides  at  Bartonsville, 
Monroe  county;  and  Lydia  Ann,  born  October  21, 
1824,  died  May  4,  1850,  unmarried. 

Philip  Miller,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  January  21,  1816,  and  made  his  home  upon  a 
farm  m Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county.  On 
August  3,  1842,  during  the  administration  of  Gov- 
ernor Porter,  Philip  Miller  was  commissioned  a 
second  lieutenant  of  the  Sixth  Company,  24th 
Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Militia,  Seventh  Divis- 
ion, First  Brigade,  of -the  counties  of  Northampton, 
Pike  and  Lehigh.  In  1857  he  removed  to  Strouds- 
burg, and  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  In  1880 
he  took  charge  of  a temperance  hotel  in  that  city, 
but  a few  years  later  lie  retired  from  business,  and 
his  death  occurred  July  28,  1S87.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat ; he  and  his  wife  were  devout 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  On  January  5, 
1841,  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Cope,  who  was  born 
March  29,  1822,  and  died  February  17,  1881,  and 
three  children  were  born  to  them:  Franklin,  born 

January  31,  1842,  resides  in  Stroudsburg,  Monroe 
county ; he  married  Lizzie  Slutter,  and  has  three 
sons — Ambrose  C.,  Norman  N.  and  Floyd  C.,  and 
one  daughter,  Luretta  F.  Nathaniel  Cope  is  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch.  Jennie,  born  Sep- 


y/.  & . Uc  r<27. 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


109 


tember  23,  1853,  is  the  wife  of  F.  A.  Norton,  of 
New  York  City,  and  has  two  sons — Howard  L. 
and  Edward. 

Airs.  Eliza  (Cope)  Miller  was  a daughter  of 
Hon.  Jacob  and  Catharine  (Bruch)  Cope,  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  was  a daughter  of  George  Bruch,  a 
native  of  Germany,  who  married  a Miss  Repsher. 
Hon.  Jacob  Cope  was  born  in  Bucks  county,  Penn., 
was  a prominent  politician,  and  held  numerous 
offices,  including  those  of  sheriff  and  representative 
in  the  State  Legislature.  Pie  had  six  sons — David, 
Aaron,  Isaac,  James  (an  ex-prothonotary  of  North- 
ampton county),  and  Drs.  George  and  Thomas; 
and  five  daughters — Eliza  (mother. of  our  subject), 
Sophia  (Sandt),  Sarah  Ann  (Clewell),  Lovina 
(Bassler),  and  Louisa  (wife  of  ex-Congressman 
William  Mutchler).  Isaac  Cope,  father  of  Jacob, 
was  born  in  England,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  when  fourteen  years  old..  He  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Charles  Miller,  of  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  and  they  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Jacob,  who  is  mentioned  above ; Thomas,  a phy- 
sician in  Chicago ; Simeon  and  David,  who  re- 
moved to  New  York  State;  Louisa,  who  married 
Joseph  Hoch.and  Sally,  who  married  George  Hoch. 
Charles  Miller  (above)  was  born  in  Ireland,  and 
married  a lady  from  Wales ; they  were  Baptists  in 
religious  faith.  They  had  five  sons,  Manasses, 
Able,  Amos,  Thomas  and  Absalom,  and  two  other 
daughters,  Nancy  (wife  of  Isaac  Lebar),and  Cath- 
arine (wife  of  Conrad  Evans). 

Dr.  N.  C.  Miller,  our  subject,  was  born  July 
25,  1848,  in  Monroe  county  and  received  his  liter- 
ary education  in  Stroudsburg,  attending  public  and 
private  schools  and  under  private  tutors.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  began  his  medical  studies  with 
Dr.  A.  Reeves  Jackson,  then  of  Stroudsburg,  who 
afterwards  became  a prominent  physician  of  Chi- 
cago. where  he  was  connected  with  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons.  Later  our  subject  took 
a course  in  the  Aledical  Department  of  the  LTni- 
versicy  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  graduating 
in  1870,  and  then  located  in  Stroudsburg,  where  he 
met  with  gratifying  success  from  the  start.  In 
1890  he  pursued  a post-graduate  course  in  New 
York  City,  making  a thorough  study  of  the  diseases 
of  the  eve,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  and  his  success  in 
the  treatment  of  those  ailments  has  brought  him  a 
lucrative  special  practice.  He  is'  a member  of  the 
Lehigh  Medical  Society ; was  on  the  Stroudsburg 
Board  of  United  States  Pension  Examining  Sur- 
geons during  the  years  1885  to  1897,  inclusive,  and 
examined  recruits  for  the  Spanish- American  war 
in  1899;  and  socially  as  well  as  professionally,  he 
holds  an  enviable  position.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  St.  John’s  Lutheran 
Church,  of  Stroudsburg,  of  which  he  and  his 
wife  are  members ; during  much  of  the  time 
he  has  been  a valued  member  of  the  choir,  and 
for  ten  years  was  organist.  He  also  belongs,  to 
several  fraternal  orders : Knights  of  Pythias, 

Knisrhts  of  Malta,  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  Amer- 


ica (being  a past  officer  in  each  of  these),  and 
Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat.  He  was  recently  elected  to  the 
office  of  school  director,  a position  he  had  previ- 
ously held  with  complete  satisfaction  to  his  fellow 
citizens. 

On  April  18,  1882,  Dr.  Miller  married  Miss 
Rachel  Ivunkel,  and  three  children  have  blessed 
the  union:  Joseph  Franklin,  born  July  27,  1883; 
Nettie  Florence,  born  June  13,  1885;  and  Estella 
May,  born  February  7,  1892,  died  February  11, 
1894.  He  also  has  a son,  Adin  Ralph,  born  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1873,  by  a former  marriage,  who  mar- 
ried Jennie  Riebsame,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  Mrs. 
Rachel  (Ivunkel)  Miller  was  born  February  25, 
1856,  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county, 
daughter  of  Peter  Ivunkel,  and  granddaughter  of 
John  Ivunkel,  who  was  born  January  5,  1776,  and 
died  April  15,  1846,  at  his  home  in  Monroe  county. 
John  Ivunkel  married  Rebecca  Huston,  who  was 
born  October  3,  1783,  daughter  of  John  and  Cath- 
arine (Anderson)  Huston,  and  died  July  20,  1850. 
John  LIuston  was  born  three  days  after  his  parents 
arrived  here  from  Ireland.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Peter,  father  of  our  subject’s  wife, 

Emily,  wife  of  Nathan  Frantz,  born  October  31, 
1824;  Mary,  born  January  20,  1803;  Rachel,  wife 
of  John  Ivern,  born  January  13,  1805;  Rebecca, 
wife  of  Saul  Rinker,  born  January  7,  18087  John 
Knnkel,  born  January  29,  1811  ; Elizabeth  K.,  wife 
of  William  Clements,  born  October  22,  1813  ; Sarah, 
wife  of  Hiram  Clements,  born  April  8,  1816 ; 
and  George  J.  Ivunkel,  born  October  19,  1819. 
Peter  Ivunkel,  the  father  of  Airs.  Miller,  was  born 
in  Monroe  county,  April  12,  1822,  and  became  a 
farmer  there,  his  death  occurring  April  25,  1874. 
He  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Alasonic  fra- 
ternity in  his  locality.  He  married  Miss  Julia  Ann 
Walter  (August  18,  1823— November  24,  1892), 
who  was  a daughter  of  Jacob  Walter  (April  16, 
1799 — September  22,  1842)  and  his  wife  Margaret 
(Smith)  (February  2,  1788 — April  17,  1867)  ; the 
last  named  was  a daughter  of  John  Smith,  who 
came  from  Holland,  and  his  wife  Catharine 
(Arnst).  Jacob  Walter  and  his  wife  had  the  fol- 
lowing children : Catharine,  wife  of  Philip  Garris, 
born  April  16,  1809;  Mary,  wife  of  William  Hus- 
ton, born  July  17,  1810;  John,  born  August  17, 
1812;  Peter,  born  May  25,  1814;  Jacob,  born  Au- 
gust 16,  1816:  Daniel  S.,  born  September  16,  1818; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Amos  Shafer,  born  December 
29,  1820;  Juliann,  mother  of  Mrs.  D.  Miller,  born 
August  16,  1825;  Sarah;  Chauncey;  Oliver;  Bar- 
ney ; Margaret,  wife  of  Jacob  Edinger.  Mrs  Miller 
is  the  fourth  in  a family  of  six  children,  the  others 
being:  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  William  Bitten- 
. bender;  John,  who  married  Miss  Ellen  Fetherman, 
daughter  of  Jacob  H.  Fetherman,  and  resides  in 
Cherry  Valley,  Penn.;  Rosetta,  who  married  Will- 
iam Kautz,  of  Stroudsburg;  Susan,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Schermerhorn,  of  Athens,  Penn. ; and 
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Peter,  a machinist  of  Stroudsburg,  who  married 
Miss  Serena  Scheller. 

The  Fetherman  family,  of  whom  our  subject 
is  a lineal  descendant,  originated  in  Holland,  the 
name  having  been  Vetterman,  and  later  changed  to 
Fetterman,  before  the  present  spelling  was  adopted. 
The  Doctor’s  great-great-grandfather,  Balthasar 
Vetterman,  was  born  in  Rotterdam,  Holland.  Early 
in  the  year  1750  he  came  to  America  in  company 
with  his  brothers,  Casper  (who  located  in  Berwick, 
Penn.)  and  Philip  (who  located  in  Ohio),  in  the 
ship  “Patience,”  under  Capt.  Hugh  Steel.  They 
landed  in  Philadelphia  on  August  11,  following, 
Balthasar  settling  in  Upper  Milford  township,  Le- 
high ( then  Northampton)  county,  near  the  village 
of  Old  Zionsville.  On  April  22,  1751,  he  married 
Catharina  Margaretha,  a daughter  of  Johann  George 
Huft  and  his  wife  Margaretha.  In  the  year  1769 
he  bought  at  sheriff’s  sale  the  farm  at  present  owned 
by  Levi  Fetherman,  a great-grandson.  This  place 
has  passed  from  father  to  son  ever  since.  Balthasar 
Vetterman  and  wife  are  buried  at  or  near  Dillin- 
gersville,  Lehigh  Co.,  Penn.  Their  children  were: 
Johann  George,  born  February  22,  1752;  Anna 
Barbara,  born  January  7,  1853 1 Johann  Michael, 
born  January  9,  1755;  Anna  Mariah,  born  in  1758; 
Johann  Philip,  who  is  mentioned  below;  Mariah 
Salome,  born  July  29,  1762;  Anna  Margaretha, 
baptized  May  26,  1765;  and  Johannas,  born  June 
25,  1767. 

Johann  Philip  Vetterman,  the  third  son  of 
Balthasar,  wras  born  May  8,  1761,  at 'the  home  of 
his  father  in  Lehigh  county,  and  was  baptized  on 
the  10th  of  the  same  month.  On  arriving  at  the 
proper  age  he  learned  the  business  of  making 
sickles,  that  instrument  being  much  in  demand  be- 
fore the  era  of  the  cradle,  and  its  successor,  the 
present  highly  perfected  reaper  and  self-binder. 
He  located  in  Montgomery  county,  at  or  near  North 
Wales,  where  he  married  Mary  Sarah,  a daughter 
of  Abraham  Dannahower,  he  and  his  wife  subse- 
quently removing  to  Lehigh  county.  In  the  year 
1804  Mr.  Vetterman  took  his  family  to  Hamilton 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  settled  upon  a farm 
at  present  owned  by  Abraham  H.  Fetherman  and 
Frank  Fetherman,  it  having  been  divided.  Here  he 
followed  his  trade  and  carried  on  farming.  In  the 
year  1808  he  built  a sawmill  along  the  stream,  at  a 
point  about  midway  between  the  present  residence 
of  Frank  Fetherman  and  the  public  road  leading 
from  Stroudsburg  to  Bossardsville.  During  the 
year  1810  he  built  the  large  barn,  still  standing  and 
in  good  repair,  at  present  owned  by  A.  H.  Fether- 
man. In  1814  he  rebuilt  the  gristmill  at  present 
owned  by  Frank  Fetherman,  which,  in  1829,  was 
enlarged  by  Balsar  Fetherman,  and  in  the  year  1816 
he  put  up  a building,  above  and  near  the  sawmill, 
which  for  a number  of  years  was  used  as  a distillery. 
While  he  was  thus  engaged  in  erecting  his  different 
manufacturing  establishments,  his  faithful  wife  was 
ever  busy  at  her  loom,  weaving  fancy  blankets  and 
linen  goods.  Mr.  Vetterman  died  at  his  home  Oc- 


tober 27,  1821,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  January 
20,  1758,  died  September  8,  1840.  Both  were  de- 
vout Lutherans  throughout  life,  and  their  remains 
now  rest  in  the  old  graveyard  in  the  rear  of  the 
Hamilton  church,  eight  miles  west  of  Stroudsburg. 
They  had  ten  children  (nine  of  whom  survived 
them)  : Jacob,  born  August  15,  1784,  died  April 

26,  1865  ; Balsar,  born  January  23,  1786,  died  Sep- 
tember 2,  1867;  Johann,  born  September  17,  1787, 
died  April  12,  i860;  Rosina,  born  October  16,  1789; 
Anna  Catherina,  born  August  17,  1790  (married 
Charles  Miller),  died  March  26,  1875;  Abraham, 
born  January  13,  1792,  died  September  6,  1852; 
'Sally,  born  January  27,  1795  (married  Anthony  Hel- 
ler), died  March  6,  1889;  Elizabeth  (married  Nich- 
olas Metzgar)  died  January  1,  1863;  Philip,  born 
in  1804,  died  in  1855;  Lydia,  born  September  13, 
1802,  died  January  19,  1889  (married  Peter  Shafer). 

Anna  Catherina  Fetherman,  daughter  of  Johann 
Philip  and  Mary  Sarah  (Dannahower)  Fetherman, 
was  born  August  17,  1790,  at  New  Milford,  Lehigh 
Co.,  Penn.  She  was  baptized  September  26,  same 
year  (her  godmother  being  Anna  Catherina  Danna- 
hower, after  whom  she  was  named),  and  in  August, 
1814,  married  Charles,  son  of  Sebastian  Miller. 

JACOB  S.  SMITH,  retired,  than  whom  no  one 
is  better  known  or  more  highly  respected  in  Wayne 
county,  where  for  many  years  he  followed  farming, 
lumbering  and  hotel-keeping,  is  a native  of  New 
York  State,  born  April  24,  1826,  in  Broome  county. 

Calvin  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
born  in  Broome  county,  and  was  a lifelong  farmer. 
He  there  married  Delaney  Springsteen,  of  that  coun- 
ty, and  they  had  children  as  follows : Melvina,  the 
widow  of  William  English,  wdio  was  a stone  mason 
in  Broome  county ; Electa,  deceased  wife  of  Peter 
Dingee,  a retired  farmer  of  South  Canaan;  Sarah, 
deceased  wife  of  William  Wentz,  a Methodist  Epis- 
copal clergyman,  also  deceased;  Jacob  S.,  our  sub- 
ject; Hannah,  deceased  wife  of  Sanford  Dustein, 
of  Sanford,  N.  Y. ; Adeline,  deceased  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Hooker,  also  deceased ; and  Calvin,  a black- 
smith of  Johnson  Creek,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Mary 

. The  father  of  this  family  dying  in  1836, 

aged  forty  years,  the  mother  afterward  married  An- 
drew Barger,  a farmer,  now  also  deceased,  and  the 
children  by  this  union  were : George,  a blacksmith 
in  Michigan ; and  Jane,  who  wedded  Henry  Gates, 
a farmer  and  ex-butcher  of  Windsor,  N.  Y.  The 
mother  passed  from  earth  in  February,  1887,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Arbey  Smith,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  of  English  extraction.  He  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  went  to  the  West  when 
Jacob  S.  was  eight  years  old.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Jacob  Springsteen,  was  of  Holland  descent, 
and  born  in  Pennsylvania.  A man  of  means,  he  pur- 
chased a large  tract  of  land  on  the  Susquehanna 
river.  He  died  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  at  that  time 
known  as  Dutch  Town. 

Jacob  S.  Smith,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch. 
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remained  at  home  with  his  mother  until  he  was 
twelve  years  old,  and  then  commenced  working 
among  the  farmers  by  the  month,  at  Windsor,  N. 
Y.,  so  continuing  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age. 
At  that  period  of  his  life  he  bound  himself  out  to 
David  Hoadly,  at  Windsor,  for  three  and  one-half 
years,  for  $100  and  one  year’s  schooling.  His  term 
of  apprenticeship  over,  he  came  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
made  his  home  at  Stevens  Point  (then  known  as 
Copley’s  Tannery),  in  Susquehanna  county,  for  two 
years,  working  in  the  lumber  woods  peeling  bark, 
etc.  From  there  he  went  to  Aldenville,  Wayne 
county,  and  chopped  cordwood,  one  remarkable 
chopping  he  has  a record  for  being  300  cords,  4 feet 
long,  in  100  days.  Thence  he  removed  to  Sullivan 
county,  and  there  was  employed  peeling  bark,  etc., 
for  three  years.  In  1850  he  once  more  came  to 
Wayne  county,  and  while  visiting  his  brother-in-law, 
Peter  Dingee,  at  Robinson’s  Tannery,  in  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  he  took  a contract  to  clear  and  peel 
bark  from  100  acres  of  heavily-timbered  land,  and 
when  that  was  completed  he  remained  at  Cherry 
Ridge  some  eight  years,  jobbing,  etc.  We  next  find 
him  in  South  Canaan  township,  where  he  purchased 
some  woodland,  which  by  industry  and  perseverance 
he  converted  into  a fine  farm,  during  spring-time 
working  at  peeling  bark  for  Robinson’s  tannery. 
Here  he  remained  until  1872,  in  which  year  he  pur- 
chased, from  Samuel  Dimmock,  of  Honesdale,  a 
hotel  at  “No.  19,”  now  known  as  Lake  Ariel,  which 
he  conducted  for  twenty  years.  During  that  time  he 
extended  his  business  considerably,  operating  a 
blacksmith  shop  and  sawmills,  as  well  as  his  farm. 
In  1887  he  moved  to  Dunmore,  Lackawanna  county, 
and  purchased  the  “Exchange  Hotel,”  which  he 
conducted  six  years,  or  until  1893,  when  he  sold  out 
and  came  to  his  present  farm  of  twenty-six  acres  in 
Lake  township. 

Air.  Smith  married  Sarah  Maines,  by  whom  he 
has  had  four  children,  a brief  record  of  whom  is  as 
follows  : ( 1 ) Lee  C.,  a clerk  in  Scranton,  Penn., 

born  March  4,  1858,  married  Elizabeth  Jones,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Roy  and  Grace.  (2)  Orr 
P.,  a farmer  in  Lake  township,  born  March  27,  i860, 
married  Emma  Calahan,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, Elsie,  John,  Jacob  and  Otis.  (3)  Katie  D., 
born  August  30,  1865,  married  James  Hess,  a drug- 
gist of  East  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn.,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Monroe.  (4)  Minnie,  born  January  22,  1872, 
married  Frederick  Townsend,  who  is  a railroad  em- 
ploye at  Dunmore,  Penn.,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Jessie  and  Willis. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Maines)  Smith  was  born  October 
28,  1839,  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
a daughter  of  Peter  and  Catherine  (Swingle) 
Maines,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  South  Canaan 
township,  respectively.  Mr.  Maines  came  to  Wayne 
county  when  a young  man,  and  was  a well-to-do 
farmer.  He  died  January  19,  1872,  aged  eighty- 
four  years ; his  wife  was  called  from  earth  Decem- 
ber 26,  1892,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  A brief  rec- 
ord of  their  children  is  as  follows : John  married 


Emeline  Pickson,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  Will- 
iam was  twice  married,  first  to  Jane  Shaffer,  second 
to  Lena  Jennings;  they  live  at  Germany,  Warren 
Co.,  Penn.  Andrew  was  also  twice  married ; he 
served  in  the  army.  Jane  married  James  Hazelton, 
and  both  are  now  deceased.  Sarah,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  Margaret  married 
Derman  Pickron,  and  they  live  in  Susquehanna 
county.  Mary  married  Peter  Brotes,  a farmer  of 
Uniondale,  Penn.  Elizabeth  married  George  Jack- 
son,  street  commissioner  of  Dunmore,  Penn.  Mrs. 
Smith’s  maternal  ancestry  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

While  engaged  in  lumbering  our  subject  gave 
employment  to  as  many  as  thirty-five  men,  which 
fact  will  give  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  his  work 
in  the  woods,  and  so  well  liked  was  he  that  many 
of  his  hands  remained  in  his  employ  a long  time,  one 
man,  D.  Proper,  having  worked  for  him  for  the  past 
forty  years.  In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a Republican, 
but  he  has  never  aspired  to  office,  although  he  has 
served  as  assessor  of  South  Canaan  township  one 
term,  and  as  school  director  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship some  seven  years,  and  the  school  building  there 
he  says  “had  a hard  time  getting  erected.”  During 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  drafted,  but  pre- 
ferred to  pay  $400  rather  than  leave  his  thriving 
business,  which  required  so  much  of  his  personal 
superintendence  and  guidance.  A typical  self-made 
man,  one  who  has  built  up  his  prosperity  by  his  own 
individual  efforts,  it  is  his  pride  to  be  most  honored 
where  he  is  best  known,  and,  as  his  influence  has 
extended,  none  have  given  him  more  hearty  appre- 
ciation than  the  people  who  have  watched  his  prog- 
ress from  boyhood. 

‘JACOB  K.  SHAFER,  proprietor  of  “Indian 
Queen  Hotel,”  at  Stroudsburg,  is  one  of  Monroe 
county’s  most  esteemed  citizens,  and  has  frequently 
been  chosen  to  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  in- 
cluding those  of  sheriff  and  county  commissioner. 

Mr.  Shafer  was  born  May  14,  1824,  in  Monroe 
county,  and  belongs  to  a good  old  Pennsylvania- 
Dutch  family,  of  whom  a more  extended  account 
is  given  elsewhere.  George  Shafer,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Northampton  county,  be- 
fore Monroe  county  was  separated,  and  made  his 
home  at  Saylorsburg,  where  he  died  when  about 
eighty  years  old.  He  had  the  following  children: 
John,  Adam,  Jacob  and  George,  and  all  emigrated 
to  New  York  State  except  George,  who  settled  in 
Cherry  Valley. 

George  Shafer,  our  subject’s  father,  married 
Susan  Ivresge,  daughter  of  William  Kresge,  and 
granddaughter  of  Philip  Kresge,  a native  of  Ger- 
many, who  settled  at  Effort,  in  what  is  now  Monroe 
county,  long  before  the  Indians  moved  from  that 
neighborhood,  one  of  his  brothers  being  killed  by 
them.  William  Kresge,  father  of  Susan,  was  born 
probably  within  the  present  limits  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  his  wife,  Hannah  (Serfass),  was  a daughter 
of  John  Serfass,  a German  by  birth,  who  settled 
about  six  miles  from  the  Kresge  homestead  at  a 
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very  early  period.  William  and  Hannah  Kresge 
had  eight  children  : William,  Jacob,  George,  Joseph, 
Betsey,  Sallie,  Susan  and  Hannah. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  the  old  home  of  his 
grandfather,  William  Kresge,  his  education  being 
obtained  in  the  subscription  schools  of  the  day.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  work,  the  hard  toil  on  the  home- 
stead developing  habits  of  industry,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years  in  Carbon  county, 
and  later  in  the  western  part  of  Monroe  county.  A 
few  years  were  spent  in  mercantile  business  at  Pleas- 
ant Valley  (now  known  as  Gilbert),  and  for  three 
years  he  was  employed  as  a rectifier  of  whiskey ; but 
lie  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  He 
first  purchased  a hotel  at  Pleasant  Valley,  which  he 
conducted  six  years,  and  in  1868  he  bought  the  “In- 
dian Queen  Hotel”  at  Stroudsburg.  He  has  greatly 
improved  the  place,  and  during  the  thirty  years  in 
which  he  has  had  it  in  charge  it  has  maintained  the 
reputation  of  being  the  leading  hotel  in  the  city.  Of 
late  he  has  left  much  of  the  details  of  management  to 
his  sons,  but  he  continues  to  reside  at  the  hotel. 
Mr.  Shafer  is  a man  of  slender  build  and  fine  ap- 
pearance, and  his  countenance  shows  refinement  and 
wisdom  gathered  from  long  experience.  Genial  and 
hospitable  in  disposition,  he  has  hosts  of  friends,  and 
socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  From  his 
youth  up  he  has  taken  keen  interest  in  politics,  and 
he  has  not  missed-  an  election  since  he  cast  his  first 
vote  for  James  K.  Polk.  In  1874  he  was  chosen  as 
sheriff  of  Monroe  county,  taking  the  office  in  the 
following  year  and  serving  the  full  term  of  three 
years.  Since  that  time  he  has  served  three  years 
as  county  commissioner,  at  various  times  he  has  held 
other  offices,  including  that  of  constable  while  re- 
siding in  Chestnut  Hill  township.  While  at  Gilbert 
he  had  the  postoffice  in  his  store,  and  he  also  served 
as  a school  teacher  in  the  western  part  of  Monroe 
county.  For  three  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
Stroudsburg  city  council,  serving  as  treasurer  of 
that  body,  and  for  one  year  he  held  the  office  of 
chief  burgess.  In  1846  he  married  Miss  Maria  An- 
drew, who  was  born  in  Ross  township,  Monroe 
county,  April  17,  1827,  and  died  December  11,  1897. 
Of  their  five  children,  (1)  Nathan  married  Miss 
Marsh,  and  has  had  two  children — Estella  and  J. 
Clarence.  (2)  Malon  S.  died  in  childhood.  (3) 
Amanda  married  Doc  George  Lesh,  and  had  one 
son,  who  is  now  dead.  (4)  Edward  married  Miss 
Dreher.  (5)  Spearing,  who  now  conducts  the 
hotel,  married  Miss  Gertrude  Stauffer,  and  has  two 
children: — Myrtle  and  Jacob  K. 

HON.  RICHARD  F.  SCHWARZ.  This  well- 
known  horticulturist  is  a leading  resident  of  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county,  his  excellent  qualities 
having  won  the  recognition  of  his  fellow  citizens  to 
an  enviable  degree.  While  making  a success . of 
business,  he  has  not  failed  in  the  wider  lines  of 
thought  and  effort  which  make  a man  a useful  fac- 


tor in  the  life  of  a community,  and  his  prominence 
in  local  affairs  gives  assurances  of  greater  honors 
in  the  future. 

Mr.  Schwarz  comes  of  thrifty  German  ances- 
try. His  father,  Frederick  Schwarz,  was  born  in 
Goslar,  Germany,  October  20,  819,  and  after  secur- 
ing a good  common-school  education  he  became  a 
commercial  traveler.  Later  he  invested  his  savings 
in  a wall-paper  factory,  which  he  conducted  for 
many  years  with  marked  success,  ranking  among  the 
foremost  men  in  Germany  in  that  line  of  business. 
He  died  in  1879  ; his  widow,  Ida  (Schmidt),  a native 
of  Anhalt,  Germany,  is  still  living.  This  couple 
had  four  children : Oscar  F.,  Helen,  Melanie  and 

Richard  F. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Anhalt,  Germany,  Oc- 
tober 31,  1853,  and  his  education  was  begun  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  locality.  At  the  age  of  thir- 
teen he  entered  the  Ducal  Gymnasium  in  Anhalt, 
from  which  lie  was  graduated  in  1867.  Subse- 
quently he  studied  for  two  years  in  the  Mercantile 
College  at  Dessau,  graduating  in  1869,  and  on  leav- 
ing that  institution  he  entered  a school  at  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  to  study  languages.  Mr.  Schwarz  then 
engaged  in  business  as  a clerk  in  the  office  of  L. 
Moosbach,  a wholesale  dry-goods  merchant.  In 
May,  1871,  he  left  his  native  land  on  the  steamer 
“Rhien,”  and  after  a voyage  of  thirteen  days  he 
landed  at  New  York  City.  At  that  time  he  was 
totally  unacquainted  with  the  English  language,  but 
he  secured  employment  as  a traveling  agent  for  K. 
Kuhn,  a wholesale  tobacconst  of  New  York.  In 
six  weeks  he  managed  to  acquire  a good  English 
vocabulary,  and  for  two  years  he  remained  with  Mr. 
Kuhn.  For  a time  he  was  engaged  in  other  enter- 
prises, meeting  with  success,  and  on  his  marriage  in 
1873  he  took  a trip  to  his  native  land  in  company 
with  his  bride.  On  his  return  to  the  United  States 
he  made  a prospecting  tour  through  the  West  and 
located  in  Chicago  as  bookkeeper  and  traveling  agent 
for  Mr.  Kronburge,  a wholesale  jeweler.  After  two 
years,  his  health  failing,  he  came  to  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  to  visit  a brother-in-law,  Mr.  Savage,  of 
Stroud  township.  The  salubrious  air  and  attractive 
surroundings,  together  with  the  prospect  of  whole- 
some outdoor  life,  led  him  to  purchase  five  acres  of 
land  in  the  spring  of  1875,  and  although  he  had  not 
expected  to  realize  any  profit  from  it,  he  soon  dis- 
covered that  his  garden,  which  he  had  planted  as  a 
diversion,  could  be  made  to  bring  him  a fair  return. 
Encouraged  by  the  advice  and  interest  of  the  late 
Peter  Henderson,  of  New  York,  and  of  Luke  W. 
Brodhead,  the  owner  of  the  famous  “Water  Gap 
House,”  lie  engaged  in  truck  farming  with  such 
success  that  in  1878  he  added  thirteen  acres  to  his 
original  purchase.  His  place  is  now  under  fine  cul- 
tivation, small  fruits  and  vegetables  being  his  spe- 
cialty, and  he  finds  a good  market  for  his  products 
in  Binghampton,  Scranton,  Carbondale,  Strouds- 
burg, Water  Gap  and  the  surrounding  country. 
Finding  the  water  supply  insufficient,  he  irrigates  his 
land  by  a complete  system  of  pipes,  hose  and  ditch, 
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bringing  the  water  from  a point  half  a mile  away.  A 
few  years  ago  he  added  forty  acres  to  his  domain 
for  orchard  purposes.  He  is  a man  of  fine  intellect- 
ual gifts,  and  at  times  he  contributes  to  the  public 
press.  An  interesting  series  of  letters  appeared 
from  his  pen  in  the  Monroe  Journal  during  his  sec- 
ond trip  to  Europe  in  1881,  which  included  a visit  to 
the  capitals  of  various  countries  and  other  points 
of  interest.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  for 
many  years  he  has  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  local  organization.  He  served  eight 
years  on  the  county  committee,  two  years  on  the 
State  committee,  and  has  also  held  numerous  town- 
ship offices. 

In  1893  Mr.  Schwarz  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  and  re-elected  in  1895.  He  was  an  act- 
ive and  efficient  legislator,  and  one  of  the  public 
measures  which  was  secured  directly  by  Mr.  Schwarz 
was  the  Act  establishing  the  State  Normal  School 
at  East  Stroudsburg.  He  was  appointed,  by  Gov- 
ernor Hastings,  one  of  the  trustees  of  this  school, 
and  he  still  retains  that  position,  for  which  he  was 
eminently  qualified ; on  April  3,  1899,  he  was  elected 
vice-president  of  the  institution.  In  1895  he  was  a 
candidate  for  the  nomination  for  the  State  Senate, 
but  he  was  defeated  at  the  primaries,  as  his  opponent 
was  an  old  soldier.  He  has  served  on  various  occa- 
sions as  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  State  conven- 
tions. 

As  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  coun- 
ty Mr.  Schwarz  was  elected  president  of  the  Mon- 
roe County  Agricultural  Society ; he  is  also  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society.  Mr. 
Schwarz  is  one  of  the  leading  society  men  of  Monroe 
county,  having  been  actively  affiliated  with  many  of 
its  fraternities.  He  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a 
Knight  Templar,  and  was  a charter  member  of  the 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Stroudsburg.  He  is  mem- 
ber of  the  Fort  Penn  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Strouds- 
burg, of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Elks,  and  the 
Farmers’  Alliance.  He  is  one  of  the  State  speakers 
appointed  by  the  State  Agricultural  Department  to 
conduct  Farmers  Institutes,  and  spends  several 
months  yearly  in  the  effort  to  improve  Pennsylvania 
farming  methods  on  modern  lines. 

Mr.  Schwarz  was  married,  August  4,  1873,  to 
Miss  Rosine  C.  Savage,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth Savage,  and  they  have  one  son,  Frederick  J.  O., 
born  January  17,  1884,  now  a student  at  the  public 
schools  of  Stroudsburg. 

LOUIS  G.  BENNER.  The  Keystone  State 
owes  its  prosperity  in  large  measure  to  the  hardy 
German  pioneers,  by  whom  labor  was  cheerfully 
and  acceptably  performed,  and  to  whom  came  the 
just  rewards  of  patient  industry.  The  sturdy  char- 
acter of  this  early  race  lingers  to  the  present  gen- 
eration, modified,  it  is  true,  by  changing  condi- 
tions, but  nowise  lacking  in  the  integrity,  the  in- 
dustry, the  intelligence  and  the  other  virtues  of  the 
forefathers.  And  in  the  growth  of  the  great  com- 
monwealth, in  its  advancement  and  wealth,  in  edu- 
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cation  and  in  strength,  the  people  have  shared, 
and  the  descendants  of  the  men  who  fashioned  its 
sterling  principles  now  hold  the  same  relation  of 
responsibility  and  prosperity.  Of  Louis  G.  Benner 
it  may  be  said  that  his  character  is  above  reproach, 
that  his  career  has  been  eminent  and  successful, 
that  he  honors  the  community  in  which  he  lives, 
and  the  family,  the  fourth  generation  of  which  in 
America  he  represents. 

Jacob  Benner,  his  great-grandfather,  was  a na- 
tive of  Switzerland,  and  more  than  a century  ago 
migrated  to  America,  settling  in  Bucks  county, 
Penn.  There  he  became  a farmer,  and  also  for 
some  years  operated  a sawmill.  He  had  five  chil- 
dren— three  sons  and  two  daughters.  One  of  the 
former,  Louis,  born  in  1768,  was  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject.  He  came  from  Bucks  county  when 
a young  man,  and  married  Hannah  Stump,  of 
Northampton  county,  who  blessed  him  with  a family 
of  twelve  children,  as  follows:  Daniel,  Elizabeth, 
Elias,  Louis,  Henry,  Thomas  (who  died  young), 
Joseph,  Hannah,  Abraham  (father  of  our  subject), 
Isaac,  Joshua  and  Joel.  The  grandfather  followed 
farming,  but  with  the  characteristic  application  of 
his  father  became  also  a manufacturer  of  willow 
baskets.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  died 
in  1853,  and  was  buried  at  Friedensville 

Abraham  Benner  was  born  in  Northampton 
county,  Penn.,  in  1810.  He  was  a prosperous  and 
lifelong  farmer  of  that  county.  He  married  Susan- 
nah Smith,  who  was  born  in  Lehigh  county  in  1809, 
a daughter  of  George  and  Susannah  (Lindener) 
Smith,  lifelong  residents  of  Lehigh  county,  where 
Mr.  Smith  followed  the  trade  of  a carpenter.  He 
had  three  daughters : Elizabeth,  who  married  Peter 
Lynn ; Polly  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Batliet;  and  Susannah,  the  mother  of  our  subject. 
The  children  of  Abraham  and  Susannah  Benner 
were  as  follows:  Julia  Ann,  who  married  John 
Snyder,  is  now  deceased;  Louis  G.  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Edwin  T.  is  proprietor  of  a hotel  at 
West  Fountain  Hill,  Penn.,  and  the  husband  of 
Maria  Jacoba;  Diana  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Wile, 
a contractor  and  lumberman  of  Bethlehem ; Abra- 
ham, married  to  Amanda  Delong,  served  during  the 
Civil  war  in  the  153rd  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  in  bat- 
tle shot  through  the  arm;  James  was  a brick  manu- 
facturer of  Lehigh  county,  and  the  husband  of 
Amanda  Toole;  Asher,  who  married  Mar}  Sleni- 
mer,  is  now  a furnaceman  at  South  Bethlehem ; 
Morris,  who  married  Catherine  Slusher,  is  a brick 
layer  at  South  Bethlehem ; and  Emma  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  Abraham  Benner  died  in 
Northampton  county  in  1862,  aged  fifty-two  years, 
and  is  buried  at  Friedensville.  His  wife  survived 
many  years,  death  coming  to  her  September  7, 
1890,  and  she  was  buried  in  Fountain  Hill  ceme- 
tery, Lehigh  county. 

Louis  G.  Benner,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  now  engaged  extensively  and  prosperously  in 
farming  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  coun  - 
ty. He  was  born  in  Northampton  county  Decern- 
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ber  7,  1831.  Comparatively  young  in  life,  he  left 
the  home  farm  to  make  his  way  in  life,  for  in  1849. 
when  seventeen  years  of  age  he  entered  upon  a 
three-years  apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith’s  trade 
with  Michael  Ulmstead,  at  South  Bethlehem,  re- 
ceiving for  his  faithful  labor  the  munificent  wage 
of  $30  per  year  and  board.  His  trade  acquired,  he 
worked  for  a year  in  the  shop  of  John  Rice,  a boat 
builder.  But  to  the  thinking  of  the  young  man 
agriculture  seemed  to  offer  much  better  prospects 
for  success  than  the  trade  he  had  learned ; accord- 
ingly he  began  the  business  of  farming  and  garden- 
ing. Perhaps  his  efforts  to  get  along  in  the  world 
were  stimulated  by  his  late  marriage.  In  North- 
ampton county,  Penn.,  December  5,  1852,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Hannah  Shupp,  who  was  born  in 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  March  27,  1830,  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Susannah  (Aish)  Shupp.  To  our 
subject  and  wife  were  born  four  children,  as  fol- 
lows : Wilson,  a Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  conductor, 
who  married  Ellen  Eichelberger ; Melvina,  wife  of 
Henry  Christman,  a farmer ; Bainbridge,  who  mar- 
ried Viola  Lovejoy,  and  is  a bookkeeper  at  Fores- 
ton,  Minn. ; and  Louisa,  who  died  young.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  January  16,  1893, 
aged  sixty-two  years,  and  was  buried  in  Fountain 
Hill  cemetery,  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Benner  removed  to 
Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  where  for  six  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Then  for  seven  years  he  was 
engaged  in  bottling  mineral  water  in  Franklin 
county,  Vt.  Returning  to  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  in 
1875,  he  there  engaged  in  farming  until  1878  when 
he  purchased  from  the  Gregory  estate  and  moved 
to-  his  present  farm,  which  for  the  past  twenty 
years  he  has  successfully  operated.  For  many 
years  he  has  served  as  supervisor  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  for  six  years  has  been  an  elder 
in  the  congregation.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 
He  is  a prominent  citizen,  and  in  thought  and  pub- 
lic spirit  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives. 

NORMAN  JENKINS,  a prominent  and  high- 
ly respected  citizen  of  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  for  many  years  successfully  engaged 
in  blacksmithing  in  connection  with  his  father,  but 
now  gives  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  general 
farming,  owning  and  operating  the  old  Jenkins 
homestead  in  Canaan  township,  where  he  was  born 
October  24,  1833.  He  is  a worthy  representative 
of  an  honored  and  distinguished  old  family,  his 
parents  being  Samuel  and  Mary  (Buckland)  Jen- 
kins, natives  of  Connecticut  who  came  to  Wayne 
county  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
the  former  locating  here  in  1813,  the  latter  in  1818. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  Benjamin  Jenkins, 
a native  of  Massachusetts,  was  married  in  Con- 
necticut to  Elizabeth  Boyd,  of  Little  Britain,  N.  Y., 
and  in  1813  migrated  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  lo- 
cating near  Prompton,  where  he  took  up  500  acres 


of  timberland.  Upon  this  place  he  and  his  son 
Samuel  built  a log  house,  containing  but  one  door 
and  one  window,  and  they  were  the  first  to  make 
a clearing  at  Prompton.  They  visited  both  Hones- 
dale  and  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  with  the  view  of 
locating,  but  were  better  satisfied  with  Prompton 
and  so  returned  to  that  place.  Two  years  after 
his  arrival  the  grandfather  brought  his  family  to  his 
new  home  in  the  midst  of  the  forest.  He  took 
quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  the  early 
development  and  progress  of  the  county,  and  for 
some  time  served  as  postmaster  of  Prompton.  For 
many  years  while  living  in  Connecticut  he  and  his 
brotber-in-law,  James  Boyd,  owned  and  operated 
a scythe  and  axe  factory  in  Winsted,  and  after  com- 
ing to  Prompton  erected  a similar  factory  here. 
Benjamin  Jenkins  and  his  wife  both  died  and  were 
buried  at  this  place.  Their  children  were  Benja- 
min, Jr.,  deceased;  Samuel,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; Edward,  who  died  while  serving  as  treasurer 
of  Wayne  county ; John,  deceased ; Mrs.  Henrietta 
Hubbell,  a widow,  who  is  now  living  in  Minnesota 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years ; Louisa, 
who  married  Jacob  S.  Davis,  both  being  now  de- 
ceased ; Maria,  who  married  Ralph  Case,  both  now 
deceased;  Mariette,  who  married  Maj.  Benjamin 
Jenkins  (a  distant  relative),  both  now  deceased; 
and  Susan,  Elizabeth  and  Lionel,  all  of  whom  died 
in  Connecticut. 

Samuel  Jenkins  (our  subject’s  father)  followed 
the  occupations  of  farming  and  blacksmithing 
throughout  life,  and  met  with  a fair  degree  of  suc- 
cess in  his  undertakings.  He  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  representative  citizens  of  his  community, 
and  was  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Originally  he  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  he 
joined  the  Republican  party  on  its  organization 
and  continued  one  of  its  stanch  supporters.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a Universalist. 

Samuel  Jenkins  was  first  married,  in  February, 
1821,  to  Miss  Anna  Buckland,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children,  namely : George,  born  April 
20,  1823,4s  deceased;  Ann  Elizabeth,  born  June 
7,  1825,  married  William  H.  Sweet  (now  deceased), 
and  died  January  29,  1892;  Nelson,  born  March 
10,  1830,  died  from  fever  while  serving  as  a Union 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war ; and  Everett,  born  Septem- 
ber 9,  1831,  died  August  15,  1848.  The  father 
was  again  married,  December  17,  1832,  to  a sister 
of  his  first  wife,  Miss  Mary  Buckland.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest  of  the  children  born  to  this  union, 
the  others  being  as  follows:  Edward,  born  Febru- 
ary 3,  1836,  died  March  18,  1848;  Mary  Jane,  born 
June  14,  1839,  is  the  wife  of  George  M.  Keen,  a 
farmer  of  Elrod,  S.  Dak. ; Horace,  born  May  2, 
1842 ; served  three  years  in  the  Civil  war  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  M,  17th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
was  for  six  months  confined  in  Salisbury  prison, 
and  died  September  9,  1868;  Albert,  born  June 
12,  1844,  is  superintendent  of  the  farming  and 
mine  department  of  the  Erie  & Wyoming  Railroad 
Co.,  at  Dunmore,  Penn. ; Lillie,  born  July  4,  1847, 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


115 


died  February  23,  1848;  Ara  H.,  born  July  14, 
1850,  is  a carpenter  of  Peckville,  Penn. ; and 
Louise,  born  May  4,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  George 
W.  Penwarden,  a brakeman  on  the  Gravity  railroad. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  December  15, 
1879,  aged  eighty-two  years,  the  mother  August  7, 
1886,  aged  seventy-two,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Keens  cemetery,  Canaan  township. 

The  maternal  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, George  Buckland,  was  .born  in  Connecticut, 
September  25,  1757,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  was 
born  September  25,  1756.  The  names  and  dates  of 
birth  of  their  children  are  as  follows  : Chester,  April 
14,  1782;  Anna,  December  3,  1783  ; Warren,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1785;  Cheve,  July  26,  1787;  Elizabeth, 
August  10,  1789;  Willard,  August  9,  1791;  Milly, 
August  9,  1793;  Walter,  December  10,  1794;  Nor- 
man, 1796;  and  Cyrus,  August  9,  1799.  Of  this 
family,  Chester  Buckland  was  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject.  Pie  was  married  January 
25,  1804,  to  Sarah  Hills,  who  was  born  August  31, 
1785,  and  died  April  17,  1873,  and  he  died  May 
23,  1854,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in 
Keens  cemetery,  Canaan  township.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Anna,  born  November  1,  1804, 
was  the  first  wife  of  Samuel  Jenkins,  and  died 
June  20,  1832;  Horace,  born  October  23,  1806, 
died  May  11,  1884;  Lyman,  born  December  4,  1808, 
died  February  8,  1859;  Belden,  born  February  11, 
1811,  died  October  25,  1889;  Louis,  born  January 
13,  1813,  died  September  13,  1896;  Mary,  born 
July  27,  1814,  was  the  mother  of  our  subject,  and 
died  August  7,  1886;  and  Charles,  born  January 
30,  1817,  died  August  28,  1848. 

• JEREMIAH  DARLING.  Among  the  in- 
fluential members  of  the  farming  community  of 
Clinton  township,  Wayne  county,  and  one  of  its 
prosperous  citizens,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Luzerne, 
Warren  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  18,  1832,  a son  of  Ger- 
sham  and  Harriett  (Snediker)  Darling,  and  was 
the  eldest  of  three  children,  the  others  being  Will- 
iam, a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Charles, 
who  many  years  ago  went  to  California,  where  he 
was  still  living  when  last  heard  from. 

When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about 
seven  years  old  his  father  died.  A year  after,  his 
mother,  with  her  three  little  boys,  moved  to  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  she  had  two  brothers  living. 
When  Jeremiah  was  thirteen  years  old  he  went  to 
live  with  a man  by  the  name  of  Lyman  Green,  stay- 
ing with  him  until  he  was  eighteen,  after  which  he 
lived  with  Joseph  Lippet  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. The  first  year  after  he  was  twenty-one  he 
spent  in  traveling  through  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, selling  medicine  for  a physician  of  his  acquaint- 
ance. When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  came  to 
Clinton,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  his  mother  and 
some  other  relatives  were  living.  The  next  year 
he  married,  and  about  the  same  time  purchased  a 
farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county, 


where  he  lived  thirteen  years.  On  selling  out  he 
went  to  Sanford,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  within 
a year  he  bought  another  farm  on  which  the  four 
succeeding  years  were  passed,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
selling  out  and  returning  to  Clinton.  In  1874  he 
purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  Mr. 
Darling  has  always  been  hard-working  and  indus- 
trious, has  met  with  good  success  in  his  undertak- 
mgs,  and  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of 
Wayne  county.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  but 
has  never  sought  office  nor  taken  part  in  the  events 
of  the  day,  owing  in  part,  perhaps,  to  the  fact  that 
Ins  hearing  was  impaired  by  scarlet  fever  when  he 
was  a young  child. 

Mr.  Darling  was  married,  December  25,  1854, 
to  Miss  Marietta  Blanding,  a descendant  of  one 
of  the  earliest  families  of  Clinton  township.  The 
first  of  her  ancestors  of  whom  he  have  any  definite 
record  was  Michael  Grenell,  who  was  born  in  Say- 
brook,  Conn.,  March  20,  1752,  and  died  in  Clinton 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  February  12,  1858, 
at  the  extreme  old  age  of  one  hundred  and  five 
vears  and  ten  months.  His  son  Rufus  was  born  in 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  May  2,  1778,  and  married 
Anna  Marshall,  who  was  born  July  16,  1777.  He 
died  July  16,  1865,  and  she  passed  away  January 
12,  1837.  In  the  summer  of  1812  the  entire  Grenell 
family  left  their  Connecticut  home  and  traveled 
through  the  wilderness  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
where  they  arrived  in  October  of  that  year.  They 
have  always  been  identified  with  the  upbuilding  of 
the  county,  and  have  been  honored  with  many  po- 
litical positions  in  county  and  State. 

In  the  family  of  Rufus  and  Anna  (Marshall) 
Grenell  were  the  following  children : Susan,  who 

died  in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county;  Virgil, 
who  died  in  Delaware ; Homer,  who  died  in  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn. ; Ovid,  who  died  in  Missouri ; Olive  and 
Jasper,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania ; Beulah,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Darling;  and  Michael  and  Rufus 
Marshall,  who  died  in  Illinois.  On  September  4, 
1826,  Beulah  Grenell  became  the  wife  of  Reba 
Blanding,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children : 
Virgil  M.,  a resident  of  Rock  Island,  111. ; Martin, 
who  died  in  Eugene  City,  Ore. ; Marietta,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Roselette,  wife  of  W.  K.  Johnson,  of 
Cordova,  111. ; Horace  J.,  of  Herrick,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn. ; Chester  D.,  who  is  living  in  New  Mil- 
ford, Susquehanna  county;  and  Laura  V.,  who 
makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  Darling,  as  does  also 
the  mother.  Mrs.  Blanding  possesses  an  excellent 
memory,  in  fact,  is  very  bright  for  a lady  so  far 
advanced  in  life. 

SAMUEL  A.  ESCHENBACH  is  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Tobyhanna  town- 
ship, Monroe  countv,  where  he  successfully  carries 
on  operations  as  a farmer  and  lumberman,  and  like 
rnanv  of  its  most  enterprising  and  progressive  busi- 
ness men  has  converted  his  beautiful  home  into  an 
attractive  boarding-house  which  is  well  filled 
throughout  the  summer  months,  being  liberally  pat- 
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ronizecl  by  people  mostly  from  Philadelphia.,  ihe 
accommodations  are  sufficient  for  thirty  guests,  and 
our  subject  does  all  in  his  power  to  make  their  stay 
with  him  a pleasant  one. 

Andrew  Eschenbach,  his  grandfather,  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  near  Philadelphia,  and  was 
living  there  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which 
his  brother  John  took  an  active  part  as  a member 
of  the  patriot  army.  He  engaged  in  lumbering  and 
in  manufacturing  hand-made  shingles.  When  an 
old  man  he  came  to  Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  he  died  before  the  birth  of  our  sub- 
ject. His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Susan 
Fink,  survived  him  for  some  years.  Their  children 
were:  David,  John,  Nathaniel,  Andrew,  Joseph, 
Thomas,  Samuel  and  Polly. 

Andrew  Eschenbach,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  near  Allentown,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
when  a young  man  came  to  Tobyhanna  township, 
Monroe  county,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Lydia  Bond,  a native  of  Hamilton  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  a daughter  of  Lewis  and 
Rachel  Bond.  She  died  in  1881,  aged  seventy- 
three  years,  and  Mr.  Eschenbach  passed  away  in 
1886,  aged  eighty-three.  He  also  followed  farming 
and  lumbering,  and  continued  to  reside  upon  his 
first  purchase  of  170  acres  in  Tobyhanna  township, 
of  which  fifty  acres  had  been  cleared.  He  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  most  accept- 
ably filled  the  offices  of  overseer  of  the  poor,  and 
supervisor  for  several  terms.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
knew  them.  In  company  with  Samuel  Bond,  he 
built  a sawmill  in  Tobyhanna  township,  which  he 
conducted  for  about  four  years.  In  the  family  were 
five  children,  Samuel  A.,  our  subject,  being  the  eld- 
est ; Ann  is  the  widow  of  Robert  Warner,  and  re- 
sides in  Tobyhanna  township;  Maria  died  in  child- 
hood; Martba  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Bonser,  a pioneer  settler  of  Tobyhanna  township ; 
and  Henry  is  conducting  a summer  boarding-house 
at  Thornhurst,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  A.  Eschenbach  was  born  in  Tobyhanna 
township  September  6,  1834,  and  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  Until  thirty  years 
of  age  he  continued  to  assist  his  father  in  the  work 
at  home,  and  then  began  life  for  himself  as  a farmer 
and  lumberman,  in  which  occupations  he  has  met 
with  well-merited  success.  At  Stroudsburg,  Penn., 
he  was  married  by  Rev.  H.  D.  Fernley,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Warner,  a daughter  of  William  and  Ellen  (Agen) 
Warner.  She  died  March  8,  1897,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four  years,  leaving  two  children,  Margaret  and 
Howard,  both  at  home. 

Since  old  enough  to  handle  an  ax  Mr.  Eschen- 
bach has  worked  in  the  lumber  woods,  and  his  win- 
ters are  still  devoted  to  that  occupation.  In  1863 
he  bought  222  acres  of  wild  land  in  Tobyhanna 
township,  forty  acres  of  which  he  has  cleared  and 
convei  ted  into  a productive  farm.  In  connection 


with  his  other  business  he  is  also  interested  in  stock 
raising  to  some  extent.  Soon  after  he  purchased 
the  land  previously  mentioned,  he  erected  thereon 
a house,  which  he  has  since  remodeled  and  enlarged 
several  times,  making  a commodious  and  comfortable 
residence  where  he  now  entertains  his  summer 
boarders.  He  is  a man  of  good  business  ability  and 
broad  resources,  and  the  prosperity  that  has  crowned 
his  efforts  is  due  entirely  to  his  industry,  enterprise 
and  good  management.  • In  his  political  views  he  is 
a strong  Republican,  and  for  several  terms  he  has 
most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  served  as  super- 
visor. 

IRVINE  R.  BUSPI,  M.  D„  a leading  physician 
of  East  Stroudsburg,  is  prominent  as  a citizen  as 
well  as  in  professional  work,  and  during  four  years 
of  service  on  the  board  of  health  he  promoted  many 
sanitary  changes  which  have  resulted  most  advan- 
tageously to  his  town.  He  is  a man  of  fine  presence, 
his  countenance  suggesting  culture  and  refinement, 
and  his  sterling  worth  has  won  for  him  the  con- 
fidence of  all  classes  of  people. 

In  the  paternal  line  he  is  of  German  descent, 
and  his  great-grandfather,  George  Bush,  an  early 
settler  at  Shawnee,  Monroe  county,  was  the  first 
of  the  family  to  leave  the  Fatherland.  This  worthy 
pioneer  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for 
many  years  conducted  a hotel  at  Shawnee,  where 
he  also  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  leaving  one  daughter,  Sallie,  and  four 
sons — Benjamin,  George,  Henry  and  John. 

George  Bush,  the  Doctor’s  grandfather,  was 
born  and  reared  at  Shawnee,  and  became  a farmer, 
undertaker  and  cabinet  maker.  At  one  time  he  was 
a captain  of  a local  militia  company.  He  died  at 
eighty-two  years  of  age,  and  his  wife,  Anna  (Stet- 
ler),  a native  of  Germany,  was  about  seventy-five 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  but  attended 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  their  vicinity.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  worthy  couple : Findlay,  our 
subject’s  father;  Hiram,  who  died  in  his  fifty-sev- 
enth year;  Susan,  who  married  John  Zimmerman; 
Anna  M.,  wife  of  Thomas  Brodhead,  of  Water  Gap ; 
Miss  Jane,  a resident  of  Water  Gap;  and  Sallie  Ann, 
wife  of  Judge  La  Bar. 

FindlayBush,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  September  18,  1818,  and  grew  to  manhood  at 
Shawnee,  receiving  a common-school  education.  He 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  engaged  in  business  inSmithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  as  a cabinet  maker  and  undertaker. 
Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  but  he  has  not  been 
especially  active  in  party  affairs.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  Maria  Ribbel, 
was  born  in  1824,  at  Pahaquarry,  N.  J.  Our  subject 
is  the  youngest  of  three  children,  the  others  being: 
George  A.,  who  is  connected  with  the  United  States 
Express  office  at  Wilkesbarre ; and  Mary,  wife  of 
Chester  Stover,  of  Bristol,  Bucks  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Bush  was  born  April  14,  1859,  at  the  old 
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homestead  at  Shawnee,  and  on  completing  his  com- 
mon-school course  he,  in  the  spring  of  1879,  entered 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Millersville.  In  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Lewis  Bush,  of  East  Stroudsburg  (no 
relation),  and  in  the  following  year  he  matriculated 
in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan.  Later  he  entered  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege at  Philadelphia,  and  on  graduating  in  the  spring 
of  1883  he  located  in  East  Stroudsburg,  forming  a 
partnership  with  Dr.  Lewis  Bush.  After  three 
years  the  firm  dissolved,  and  since  July  1,  1886,  our 
subject  has  been  in  practice  alone,  his  work  includ- 
ing all  classes  of  cases.  On  October  18,  1881,  he 
married  Olivia  W.  Greene,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 25,  1864,  in  Westchester,  Penn.,  and  two  chil- 
dren brighten  their  home — Lemos  and  Irvine  Rus- 
sell. Dr.  Bush  served  as  a school  director  for  three 
years,  from  1885  to  1887. 

LOLTS  DALLOZ,  deceased.  Among  the  most 
attractive  summer  resorts  to  be  found  in  this  fa- 
vored region  is  the  Dalloz  homestead,  on  the  Ray- 
mondskill,  three  and  one-half  miles  from  Milford, 
formerly  known  as  the  Rigny  homestead,  adjoining 
the  Nobs  farm,  the  estate  comprising  130  acres  of 
land,  upon  which  many  grand  old  forest  trees  still 
stand,  while  a stream  of  water  running  through  the 
place  affords  excellent  fishing.  Summer  tourists 
have  already  noted  its  advantages,  and  two  houses, 
containing  thirty-eight  rooms,  are  annually  filled 
with  appreciative  guests,  for  the  most  part  French 
residents  of  the  cities. 

Mr.  Dalloz  was  born  April  26,  1831,  at  Besan- 
con, France,  a son  of  Joseph  Dalloz,  a polisher  of 
valuable  jewels,  who  died  at  Besancon  in  1863. 
Our  subject’s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Jeanette  Roland,  died  In  1849,  leaving  two  sons, 
Louis,  our  subject,  and  John,  a resident  of  Switzer- 
land. Mr.  Dalloz  came  to  America  in  1868,  and  for 
two  years  was  employed  as  a diamond  polisher  in 
New  York  City.  He  then  came  to  Milford,  and 
after  working  for  a few  days  among  the  farmers 
of  that  vicinitv  he  purchased  a farm  in  Dingman 
township,  Pike  county,  where  he  remained  until 
18Q2.  Later  he  sold  the  place  to  Charles  Nobs,  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  who  has  built  a handsome  residence 
there.  Politically'-  Mr.  Dalloz  was  a Democrat,  and 
he  was  a leading  member  of  the  Catholic  Church 
near  his  home,  to  which  his  widow  also  belongs. 
Though  cpuet  in  disposition,  he  was  well  known 
throughout  the  township,  and  he  was  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance. 

Mr.  Dalloz  was  first  married  in  France,  to 
Suzanne  (maiden  name  unknown),  who  died  in 
1891.  The  son  Albert,  born  in  France,  died  at  about 
the  age  of  thirty-eight  or  forty  years. 

* On  December  15,  1892,  Mr.  Dalloz  was  married 
at  Milford  to  Miss  Loetine  Rigny,  a lady  of  fine  men- 
tal gifts  and  rare  executive  ability.  She  was  born 
September  20,  1841,  at  the  present  homestead,  and  is 
a descendant  of  an  old  French  family,  her  ancestors 


having  made  their  home  at  Besancon,  France,  for 
many  generations.  Her  grandparents,  John  B.  and 
Josephine  (Simon)  Rigny,  and  her  parents,  Joseph 
and  Marie  Pierette  ( nee  Pras)  Rigny,  came  to 
America  in  November,  1840,  and  settled  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  at  the  present  farm,  where  they  spent 
their  remaining  days.  The  father  died  there  on 
September  24,  1893,  aged  seventy-four,  and  the 
mother  on  April  13,  1891,  aged  seventy-one,  their  re- 
mains being  interred  in  the  cemetery  near  Union 
school  house  in  Dingman  township.  This  worthy 
couple  had  the  following  named  children : Leontine 
(1),  who  died  in  infancy;  Alfred,  a wholesale  wine 
merchant  in  New  York  City,  who  married  Miss 
Ermense  Cleret;  Leontine  (2),  now  Mrs.  Dalloz; 
Napoleon,  a carpenter  in  New  York,  who  married 
Miss  Emily  Briard ; Ernest,  a farmer  in  Dingman 
township,  Pike  county;  Hortense,  wife  of  Joseph 
Briard,  a farmer  and  carpenter  jn  Dingman  town- 
ship ; and  Jennie,  who  married  John  Hanna,  a farmer 
in  Delaware  township,  Pike  county. 

Mr.  Dalloz  passed  away  Thursday  afternoon, 
January  5,  1899,  his  death  being  caused  by  organic 
heart  trouble  and  liver  complaint,  with  which  he 
had  suffered  for  some  time.  The  funeral  services, 
held  at  the  house  the  following  Sunday,  were  con- 
ducted by  Rev.  W.  R.  Neff,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  cemetery  near  Union  Schoolhouse. 

DEL  A VAN  WOODWARD,  one  of  Hones- 
dale’s  most  respected  citizens,  has  held  for  a number 
of  years  a responsible  position  with  the  Grand 
LTiion  Tea  Co.,  at  that  place,  and  his  popularity 
among  the  residents  of  the  thriving  town  is  a lead- 
ing factor  in  the  success  of  the  firm.  He  is  a man 
of  high  character,  and  his  enviable  standing  in  the 
community  has  been  won  through  his  own  efforts, 
as  the  brief  account  of  his  early  life  given  below 
will  show. 

John  and  Sarah  Woodward,  his  grandparents, 
were  early  settlers  at  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  county. 
John  Woodward,  his  father,  was  born  in  that  locality 
about  1817,  and  was  married  in  Honesdale,  in  1839, 
to  Miss  Catherine  Longstreet,  who  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  in  1815.  After  his  marriage  he  resided  for  a 
few  years  at  Cherry  Ridge,  and  then  removed  to 
Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  spent  about  six 
years  in  the  lumber  business.  Later  he  returned 
to  Honesdale,  but  finally  settled  at  Prompton, 
Wayne  county,  where  his  wife  died  in  1878.  He 
passed  away  in  1887.  He  had  three  sons,  two  of 
whom  are  living:  (1)  Delos,  born  in  1840  at  Cherry 
Ridge,  was  educated  in  Wayne  and  Luzerne  coun- 
ties, and  in  early  manhood  gave  promise  of  a most 
successful  life.  He  was  a great  favorite  among  his 
companions,  his  excellent  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart  winning  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  141st 
P.  V.  I'.,  and  went  to  the  front,  his  first  engagement 
being  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  and  on  May  3, 
1863,  he  met  a soldier’s  death  at  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville.  (2)  Delavan,  our  subject,  is  mentioned 
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more  fully  below.  (3)  Enos  R.,  who  was  born  in 
1849  at  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  received  a practical 
education  in  the  schools  of  that  county  and  as  a 
young  man  engaged  in  railroading  on  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  and  New  York,  Lake  Erie  & Western 
railroads.  After  a time  he  was  appointed  a con- 
ductor on  the  Texas  & Pacific  railroad,  a position 
he  held  for  about  ten  years,  and  at  present  he  is  the 
agent  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  for  the  Traveler’s  In- 
surance Co.,  of  Connecticut.  In  1871  he  married 
Miss  Julia  Griner,  of  Prompton,  who  is  descended 
through  her  mother  from  the  ITaden  family,  one 
of  the  leading  pioneer  families  of  Wayne  county. 
Since  his  marriage  he  has  made  his  home  at  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  where  he  owns  a pleasant  residence. 
He  has  four  children:  Catherine  (now  Mrs.  Rad- 
cliff,  of  Houston,  Texas),  Jennie,  Edwin  and  Paul. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1844  at  White  Haven, 
Luzerne  county,  but  his  youth  was  mainly  spent  in 
Wayne  county,  where  he  received  a good  common- 
school  education.  For  a few  years  he  was  engaged 
in  lumbering  in  the  woods,  then  in  1865  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Railroad  Com- 
pany. After  spending  sixteen  years  in  the  service 
of  this  corporation,  he  was  employed  for  six  years 
by  the  New  York,  Lake  Erie  & Western  line,  most 
of  the  time  being  devoted  to  work  at  signal  stations. 
Since  October,  1885,  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
Jones  Brothers,  or  the  Grand  Union  Tea  Co.,  and 
during  this  long  period  he  has  had  the  management 
of  their  business  in  Honesdale.  In  politics  -he  is  a 
Republican,  and  although  he  is  not  an  office  seeker 
he  has  always  been  willing  to  work  for  the  success 
of  his  party.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist, 
and  he  and  his  family  are  leading  members  of  the 
society  at  Honesdale.  He  is  also  identified  with 
the  various  fraternal  orders,  including  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees,  Lodge  No.  255,  at  Honesdale, 
and  the  American  Legions  of  Honor,  Lodge  No. 
841,  of  the  same  place. 

In  November,  1868,  Mr.  Woodward  married 
Miss  Hattie  E.  Bell,  daughter  of  the  late  Horace 
Bell,  a native  of  Connecticut,  who  came  many  years 
ago  to  Wayne  county,  and  after  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Goodrich  settled  in  Salem  township,  where 
he  died  in  January,  1886.  This  estimable  couple 
had  five  children:  Frederick,  Hattie,  Ada  (now  the 
widow  of  the  late  James  Swingle,  of  Lake  township, 
Wayne  county),  George,  and  Charles.  Soon  after 
our  subject’s  marriage  he  purchased  a home  in 
Prompton,  where  he  remained  eleven  years,  and  in 
1879  he  removed  to  Jersey  City,  his  work  on  the 
railroad  making  these  localities  convenient.  In  1885 
he  located  at  Honesdale  where  he  purchased  the  Harry 
Wheeler  place,  on  the  road  to  Seelyville,  a fine  home- 
stead which  he  has  greatly  improved.  He  has 
modernized  the  buildings,  and  his  home  is  marked 
by  an  appearance  of  refinement  which  indicates  the 
taste  and  culture  of  its  occupants.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodward  have  three  children  : (1)  George  E.,  born 
March  16,  1870,  at  Prompton,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Jersey  City  and  Honesdale,  and  after 


clerking  for  some  years  for  the  Grand  Union  Tea 
Co.  he  took  the  position  of  shipping  clerk  in  the 
F.  B.  Clark  glass  factory,  which  he  still  holds.  In 
November,  1893,  he  married  Miss  Nealia  Marshall, 
then  residing  near  White  Mills,  and  he  now  occupies 
a portion  of  his  father’s  homestead.  He  has  one 
son,  Edwin  D.  (2)  Myrta,  born  at  Prompton,  De- 
cember 25,  1873,  received  an  academic  education 
at  Honesdale,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Edward 
Burns,  a prominent  physician  of  that  city.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Helen  W.  (3)  Miss  Lillie 
May,  born  in  Prompton,  December  14,  1878,  com- 
pleted a course  of  study  in  the  Honesdale  high 
school,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  B.  Headley,  a 
very  worthy  young  man  of  Lake  Ariel,  employed 
by  Scranton  parties. 

JOHN  O.  WHITNEY.  There  are  few  men 
more  worthy  of  representation  in  a work  of  this  kind 
than  the  subject  of  this  biography,  who  is  an  hon- 
ored veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a son  of  John 
Whitney,  whose  parents  were  Zachariah  and  Eliza- 
beth Whitney.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  having  val- 
iantly fought  for  American  independence.  John 
Whitney  grew  to  manhood  in  Delaware  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  married  Sabina  Cook,  a native  of 
Davenport,  that  State,  and  a daughter  of  John  and 
Sallie  (Cotter)  Cook,  of  an  old  and  prominent  fam- 
ily of  New  York.  Her  father  was  a soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812.  John  Whitney  at  an  early  day  re- 
moved to  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  his  old  homestead  there  being  about  two  miles 
west  of  Starrucca,  on  Starrucca  creek,  and  near 
where  the  Melrose  Chemical  Works  are  now  located. 
Later  he  came  to  Wayne  county. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  a family  of  three  sons, 
the  others  being  George  and  Roderick  B.  During 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  George  enlisted  in  the 
137th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  died  in  West  Virginia,  in 
1895.  Roderick  B.  was  a member  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, and  died  while  with  Sherman  on  the  march 
to  the  sea,  leaving  a widow  who  died  some  years 
later,  and  a son  Roderick,  Jr.,  who  now  resides  at 
Brandt,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

John  O.  Whitney,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  also  a member  of  the  137th  N.  Y.  V.  I.  during 
the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  in  Jefferson  county, 
N.  Y.  With  his  regiment  he  participated  in  many 
important  engagements,  was  with  Gen.  Sherman 
on  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  and  when  the 
war  was  over  took  part  in  the  grand  review  at 
Washington.  Mr.  Whitney  was  married  at  Star- 
rucca, Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Hattie  M.  Dix,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Betsy  Dix,  of  Preston  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney 
have  been  born  the  following  children : Stella  M., 
Alpheus  H.  and  Alice  H.  (twins),  Francis  J.,  Jay 
S.,  and  Nettie  L. 

Mr.  Whitney  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest 
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farms  of  Scott  township,  it  being  beautifully  situ- 
ated on  the  shores  of  Starlight  lake,  and  near  the 
depot  on  the  Ontario  & Western  railroad.  He  is  a 
progressive,  energetic  farmer  and  reliable  business 
man,  whose  success  in  life  is  certainly  well  deserved. 
Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  socially  he 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  religiously  is  a consist- 
ent member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Like  many 
old  soldiers  he  now  feels  the  effect  of  long  exposure 
and  fatigue  of  his  army  life,  but  is  uncomplaining 
and  always  cheerful,  having  willingly  given  his 
services  to  aid  in  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 
His  duties  of  citizenship  in  times  of  peace  are  as 
faithfully  discharged  as  were  his  military  duties 
while  following  the  flag  on  Southern  battle  fields, 
and  he  is  numbered  among  the  valued  citizens  of  his 
community. 

JOHN  H.  VERNOY.  For  many  years  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  a prominent  and  en- 
terprising citizen  of  Barrett  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty. His  chief  occupation  is  farming,  but  Mr.  Ver- 
noy  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  picturesque  properties 
which  are  the  delight  of  city  people,  and  has  thrown 
open  the  doors  of  his  pleasant  residence,  widely 
known  as  “Lewis  Falls  House,”  to  the  many  sum- 
mer sojourners  from  the  crowded  cities.  It  has 
special  accommodations  for  fishermen  and  hunters 
with  guide.  The  table  is  abundantly  supplied  with 
the  best  of  everything  fresh  from  the  farm,  and 
there  are  delightful  drives  and  walks  within  the  sur- 
rounding country.  The  house  is  situated  on  a beau- 
tiful spot  on  the  summit  of  the  Pocono  Mountains 
(the  southern  terminus  of  the  Catskill  range),  com- 
manding a fine  view  for  many  miles ; entirely  sur- 
rounded by  delightful  scenery. 

Mr.  V ernoy  was  born  in  Sullivan  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  1838,  son  of  Mathias  and  Cornelia  (Horn- 
beck)  Vernoy,  both  natives  of  Wawarsing,  Ulster 
Co.,  N.  Y.  Mathias  was  the  son  of  Cornelius  Ver- 
noy, whose  ancestors  came  from  Holland.  Cor- 
nelius Vernoy  had  four  sons  : Henry,  who  settled  at 
Hawley,  Wayne  county,  and  for  many  years  was 
proprietor  of  a livery  stable ; Charles  and  William, 
who  were  boat  builders  at  Honesdale ; and  Mathias, 
the  father  of  our  subject.  After  his  marriage  to 
Cornelia  Hornbeck,  Mathias  Vernoy  moved  to  Sulli- 
van count}’,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  and  cleared  a 
farm  and  tilled  it  through  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  left  four  children,  Maria,  Garrett,  Catherine  and 
Cecelia  and  William.  Of  these  Maria  married  Al- 
bert Brooks,  of  Sullivan  county,  where  he  died  leav- 
ing a family.  Garrett  is  married  and  has  two  sons ; 
he  lives  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  keeps  a 
stock  and  dairy  farm.  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  a 
railroad  man  at  Liberty  Falls,  N.  Y.  Cecelia  is  a 
professional  nurse  in  New  York  City. 

John  Vernoy,  our  subject,  spent  his  youth  on  the 
home  farm  in  Sullivan  county.  There  he  attended 
the  public  schools,  and  when  a young  man  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  many 
years.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  came  to  Monroe 


county,  and  for  years  worked  in  the  Canadensis  tan- 
nery. In  1858  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Alvert, 
who  was  horn  in  New  York  in  1841,  daughter  of 
Adam  and  Louisa  Alvert,  who  emigrated  from  Ger- 
many and  settled  in  Barrett  township,  where  they  re- 
mained through  life,  engaging  successfully  in  farm- 
ing. After  his  marriage  our  subject  lived  for  many 
years  in  Canadensis.  I11  1882  he  purchased  a tract 
of  wild  land  in  Barrett  township,  which  by  patient 
and  judicious  labor  he  has  converted  into  one  of  the 
well  cultivated  farms  of  the  township,  and  upon 
which  he  has  erected  substantial  and  attractive  build- 
ings. Onto  this  pleasant  farm  the  family  moved 
from  Canadensis,  and  for  ten  years  they  have  opened 
the  home  to  city  boarders.  The  family  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Vernoy  consists  of  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters as  follows  : Georgianna,  born  in  1859,  'is  the  wife 
of  John  B.  Snow,  of  Canadensis  ; Albert,  born  in  No- 
vember, 1859,  a carpenter,  contractor  and  builder  of 
Barrett  township,  married  Miss  Eleanor  McDladery, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  has  three  children,  Alice,  Alpha 
and  Arthur;  Ida,  born  in  1862,  married  David 
Quinn,  of  Philadelphia,  and  has  three  children,  John, 
Clarence  and  Charles,  and  now  lives  in  Chester  City, 
Penn.;  Maria  S.,  born  in  March,  1867,  married 
Adam  Huesler,  of  Barrett  township,  has  four  chil- 
dren, Albert,  Ida,  Melicie  and  Blanche,  and  now 
lives  in  Pike  county;  William,  the  youngest,  was 
born  in  May,  1869,  attended  the  Canadensis  schools, 
and  when  thirteen  years  of  age  was  apprenticed  to 
the  carpenter’s  trade  with  Benjamin  Ketclutm,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  Philadel- 
phia seven  years,  was  then  foreman  for  Lamont  & 
Burhams,  contractors  and  builders  of  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania  four  years.  In  September,  1898, 
he  married  Miss  Nellie  Graves,  of  Barrett  township, 
daughter  of  John  Graves,  and  now  lives  with  his 
father  on  the  old  homestead. 

Our  subject  was  for  three  years  a member  of 
Company  H,  6th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  National 
Guards.  He  was  a teacher  in  the  public  school  one 
term. 

Politically  Mr.  Vernoy  is  a Republican.  He  is 
interested  in  educational  matters,  and  has  served  as 
school  director.  He  was  reared  under  the  influence 
of  the  Protestant  faith,  and  is  one  of  the  reliable  and 
highly-esteemed  citizens  of  Monroe  county.  Trust- 
worthy in  every  relation  of  life,  possessing  business 
principles  and  sagacity  of  a high  order,  and  diligent 
in  whatever  enterprises  he  undertakes,  the  success 
of  our  subject  has  been  natural  and  almost  assured 
from  the  start. 

FRANK  BEERS,  M.  D.,  who  has  now  been  en- 
gaged in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Bushkill  for  about  ten  years,  is  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  this  section  of  Monroe  and  Pike  coun- 
ties, and  he  is  an  esteemed  member  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  made  his  home,  and  where 
by  his  genial  dispositon  and  admirable  personality 
he  has  made  many  friends. 

Dr.  Beers  was  born  in  September,  1859,  at 
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Beersville,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  son  of  Tilgh- 
man  and  Mary  (lveiper)  Beers,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  Northampton  county,  where  the  father  was 
prominent  for  many  years  as  a successful  general 
business  man.  He  dealt  largely  in  road  horses,  and 
he  was  also  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  which  he 
was  carrying  on  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  June, 
1879.  Mrs.  Beers'  death  occurred  in  1893.  They 
had  two  children,  Frank  and  Ida.  Ida  was  born 
near  Beersville  in  1861,  received  her  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  E. 
Wright,  of  Northampton  town,  who  is  engaged  as 
a stationary  engineer.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Florence  and  Mamie. 

Frank  Beers  passed  his  youth  and  early  man- 
hood in  the  county  of  Ills  birth,  after  his  elementary 
studies  taking  a course  in  the  Weaversville  Acad- 
emy, which  was  supplemented  with  an  attendance 
at  the  Ivutztown  (Penn.)  State  Normal  School.  He 
commenced  reading  medicine  in  1878  with  Dr.  G.  D. 
Spingler,  of  Petersville,  Penn.,  not  long  afterward 
entering  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  March,  1881,  hav- 
ing finished  the  regular  three-years’  course.  Dur- 
ing the  first  two  years  of  his  professional  experience 
Dr.  Beers  was  located  in  his  native  town,  in  1883  re- 
moving to  Flatbrook,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  where  he 
remained  until  his  coming  to  Bushkill,  Penn.,  in 
1888.  Here  he  succeeded  in  building  up  a lucrative 
practice,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  fall  of  1892, 
when  he  located  in  Bethlehem,  this  State.  In  1893 
he  moved  to  Harrisburg,  remaining  there  until  June, 
1894,  when  he  resumed  his  practice  at  Bushkill.  Dr. 
Beers’  clientele  has  increased  steadily  during  his  res- 
idence in  that  town,  and  besides  his  patients  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  he  has  a large  number 
among  the  New  York  and  Philadelphia  families  who 
come  to  this  locality  to  spend  the  summer  months. 
He  is  admirably  fitted,  by  nature  as  well  as  edu- 
cation, for  his  adopted  calling,  for  he  is  endowed 
with  a sociable  disposition  and  manly  generosity 
which  with  his  winning  manners  generally  has 
won  him  many  friends  among  his  patients  as  well 
as  his  associates  in  private  life,  and  he  is  a ready  con- 
versationalist on  all  subjects  of  general  interest, 
having  read  widely.  Dr.  Beers’  marked  success  has 
been  well  merited,  for  he  has  devoted  himself  strict- 
ly to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  keeping  abreast 
with  all  progressive  movements  and  ideas  in  reading 
and  in  practice,  and  allowing  no  other  interests  to 
supplant  those  of  the  earnest  physician  who  consid- 
ers professional  skill  and  professional  ability  before 
anything  else. 

In  July,  1884,  Dr.  Beers  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Rosa  Y.  Hice,  the  accomplished  daughter 
of  James  N.  and  Augusta  Hice,  of  Trenton,  N.  J., 
who  was  born  at  Milford,  N.  J.,  and  received  her 
education  in  Phillipsburg,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  of  that  place.  Six  children  have  blessed  this 
union:  Amy,  born  April  15,  1885,  in  New  Jersey; 
Nelson  T.,  born  in  1887  Flatbrook,  N.  T. ; George 
\\  .,  born  in  1891  at  Bushkill;  Adelaide  P.,  born  in 


1894  in  Monroe  county;  Allen  K.,  born  in  1897  in 
Monroe  county;  and  Mary,  born  in  Monroe  county 
January  24,  1900.  After  his  return  to  Bushkill  in 
1894  he  purchased  a beautiful  home  at  Maple  Grove, 
upon  which  he  has  made  various  improvements 
since  his  ownership,  and  it  is  one  of  the  neatest  and 
most  comfortable  residences  in  the  neighborhood. 
Mrs.  Beers  Is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Politically  the  Doctor  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

M.  G.  LESH,  M.  D.  The  lawyer  may  be  the 
friend  in  need  in  the.  settlement  of  earthly  disputes, 
and  the  priest  may  minister  unto  the  wayward  soul 
and  point  out  the  path  Divine ; but  weak  and  erring 
man  finds  comfort  and  strength  during  his  worldly 
sojourn  by  a steadfast  reliance  on  the  science  and 
skill  of  his  physician.  To  no  other  profession  does 
mankind  owe  so  much.  Peace  of  mind  and  the  at- 
tendant happiness  comes  only  with  a sound  body, 
and  to  those  men  whose  lives  have  been  devoted  to 
study  of  the  laws  of  health  and  their  accumulated 
wisdom  is  due,  in  no  small  degree,  the  welfare  of 
the  nation.  A careful  attention  to  the  laws  of  san- 
itation will  advance  the  general  prosperity  of  any 
community.  Among  those  followers  of  FEsculap- 
ius  whose  devotion  to  his  work,  his  knowledge  and 
his  skill,  have  brought  him  to  the  front  rank  in  his 
profession  is  Dr.  M.  G.  Lesh,  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
Monroe  county. 

Dr.  Lesh  comes  of  good  old  Bucks  county  stock. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Lesh,  died  in  Mon- 
roe county  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years, 
and  his  wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  a Miss 
Cooper,  lived  to  be  ninety-six  years  of  age. 

John  Lesh,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Bucks  county,  in  1807,  and  learned  the  tailor's  trade 
at  Easton.  He  was  a man  of  no  school  training, 
but  possessed  a remarkable  memory.  It  was  said 
of  him  that  he  would  go  to  Church,  listen  to  the  ser- 
mon, and  then  go  home  and  repeat  it  nearly  word 
for  word  as  the  minister  had  delivered  it.  As  a 
mathematician  he  excelled,  solving  any  problem  al- 
most instinctively  in  his  mind.  About  1830  he  re- 
moved to  what  is  now  Monroe  county,  and  took  up 
land  which  is  now  owned  by  our  subject.  In  Ham- 
ilton township  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Mosteller,  who  was  born  in  1814  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  They  had  the  follow-, 
ing  children : William,  who  died  when  twenty-one 

years  old;  Stogdell,  a farmer  of  Hamilton  town- 
ship; Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  IT.  Teeter,  of  East 
Stroudsburg;  Hiram,  a resident  of  Scranton;  Nath- 
an, who  resides  in  Scotia ; Sophia  C.,  widow  of  Dr. 
Seem  ; Matthew  George ; John  F.,  a graduate  of  the 
LTniversity  of  Pennsylvania,  now  practicing  medi- 
cine in  Kansas;  and  Martha,  wife  of  Jerome  Daily, 
of  Snydersvillle.  The  father  of  this  family  passed 
to  his  long  rest  in  January,  1888,  a faithful  follower 
of  Martin  Luther,  as  was  also  his  wife.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat. 

Dr.  M.  G.  Lesh  was  born  October  16,  1850,  in 
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Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  and  after  the 
usual  common-school  education  he  took  a course  in 
the  Normal  school,  at  Kutztown,  Berks  Co.,  Penn. 
When  not  quite  fifteen  years  of  age  he  began  teach- 
ing school,  and  for  a time  was  quite  successful  in 
this  line,  which,  however,  was  but  a stepping-stone 
to  his  chosen  walk  in  life.  He  is  a self-made  man, 
as  his  medical  education  was  obtained  with  money 
saved  from  his  salary  as  a teacher.  He  also  bor- 
rowed from  his  father  and  brothers,  and  on  finish- 
ing his  studies  repaid  the  amount.  In  1870  he  en- 
tered the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1873. 
Locating  at  Gilberts,  be  practiced  until  1876,  when 
he  took  a post-graduate  course  at  his  Alma  Mater, 
and  soon  afterward  he  opened  an  office  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  speedily  built  up  a large 
practice.  He  has  the  rare  facjulty  of  being  able  to 
impart  his  knowledge  to  others,  and,  as  he  has 
always  manifested  a keen  desire  to  aid  worthy 
and  ambitious  aspirants  in  his  profession,  his  in- 
struction has  been  sought  by  an  unusually  large 
number  of  students.  Of  these,  eleven  have  com- 
pleted their  college  course  with  credit  to  themselves 
and  their  preceptor.  The  Doctor  is  a man  of  fine 
physique,  looking  many  years  younger  than  he  is, 
and  his  excellent  constitution  enables  him  to  do 
an  immense  amount  of  work.  Plis  force  of  char- 
acter, his  unfailing  courage,  and  his  genial  dispo- 
sition have  done  much  to  win  for  him  the  good  will 
of  his  patients,  and,  incidentally,  aid  in  obtaining 
the  best  results  from  his  treatment.  His  success  in 
surgical  work  is  especially  noteworthy,  his  perfect 
self-control  and  skill  giving  him  unusual  qualifica- 
tions for  this  difficult  department  of  medical  sci- 
ence. For  some  twelve  years,  beginning  with 
1877,  Dr.  Lesh  was  one  of  the  principal  physicians 
and  surgeons  for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  road,  until  the  company  organized  a hos- 
pital at  Scranton. 

In  1877  Dr.  Lesh  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda 
Louisa  Shafer,  a native  of  Stroudsburg,  and  their 
only  child,  Jacob  B.,  born  January  4,  1878,  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen.  In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a 
Democrat,  but  he  has  not  been  especially  prominent 
in  party  work.  Socially  he  and  his  family  are  much 
esteemed,  and  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  belonging  to  Monroe  Chapter  No. 
281,  R.  A.  M.,  and  the  Odd  Fellows,  holding  mem- 
bership with  East  Stroudsburg  lodge,  which  he 
had  joined  in  1877. 

JAMES  K.  HORNBECIv  has  in  his  career 
illustrated  most  forcibly  the  possibilities  open  to  a 
young  man  who  possesses  sterling  business  qualifi- 
cations. It  also  proves  that  ambition,  perseverance, 
steadfast  purpose  and  indefatigable  industry,  com- 
bined with  sound  business  principles,  will  be  re- 
warded, and  that  true  success  follows  individual 
effort  only.  Mr.  Hornbeck  has  gained  recognition 
and  prestige  as  one  of  the  influential  and  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  Equinunk,  A ayne  coun- 


ty, and  has  advanced  to  high  and  honorable  dis- 
tinction in  lumber  circles. 

A native  of  Pennsylvania,  our  subject  was  born 
in  Lackawaxen,  Pike  county,  October  16,  1844,  and 
is  a son  of  Jason  and  Rebecca  (Cole)  Hornbeck, 
the  former  born  near  Milford,  Pike  county,  the  lat- 
ter in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  They  were  married 
in  Pike  county,  where  the  father  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  lumbering  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  in  1887  coming  to  Wayne  county,  where  he 
spent  his  remaining  days.  After  his  death  his 
widow  returned  to  Pike  county,  where  she  is 
now  living.  In  the  family  were  three  children: 
(1)  Elizabeth,  born  in  1843,  in  Pike  county, 
married  William  Holbert,  of  that  county,  and  they 
lived  in  Lackawaxen,  where  he  was  extensively  in- 
terested in  lumbering  for  a number  of  years.  In 
1866  he  removed  to  Equinunk,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  owned  and  operated  two  large  tanneries,  and  also 
engaged  in  lumbering  on  the  Delaware  river,  hav- 
ing large  mills  at  Camden,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber. 
He  died  in  1888,  leaving  no  children;  his  widow 
now  lives  in  Lackawaxen.  (3)  Augusta,  born  in 
Pike  county  in  1847,  married  J.  C.  Braning,  of  Ber- 
lin township,  Wayne  county,  and  for  a number  of 
vedrs  they  lived  in  Equinunk,  where  he  followed 
lumbering  for  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Holbert. 
Since  1887  they  have  lived  in  Westcolang  Park, 
Pike  county,  where  he  is  doing  an  extensive  and 
profitable  business  as  a dealer  in  lumber,  merchan- 
dise and  stone.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Braning  have  four 
children,  namely:  Getty,  now  Mrs.  C.  E.  Barnes, 

of  Equinunk ; and  Carrie,  Lulu  and  Edna,  all  at 
home. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  James  K.  Hornbeck’s 
school  days  were  ended,  and  he  commenced  his  busi- 
ness career  as  a lumberman  in  the  employ  of  Will- 
liam  Holbert,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a number 
of  years,  rafting  lumber  down  the  river  and  work- 
ing in  the  sawmills  near  Equinunk.  In  1866  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Branning,  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty, who  is  a native  of  New  \ ork  State,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Moses  and  Ellen  Branning.  Five  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hornbeck,  namely: 
(1)  William  F.,  born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1869, 
was  educated  in  a select  school  at  Equinunk,  and 
now  resides  in  one  of  his  father’s  houses  in  that 
village,  being  connected  with  our  subject  in  busi- 
ness. In  1895  he  married  Carrie  Teeple,  of  Wayne 
county,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Elva.  (2) 
Joseph,  (3)  Horton  and  (4)  Claude,  all  died  in  in- 
fancy. (5)  Gertrude  S.,  born  in  Pike  county,  is 
at  home,  attending  school. 

For  three  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Horn- 
beck lived  at  Beach  Lake,  Wayne  county,  but  in 
1869  removed  to  Pike  county,  where  he  erected  a 
sawmill  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber 
for  the  same  length  of  time.  He  then  located  on 
Mr.  Holbert’s  farm  in  Wayne  county,  where  he 
passed  the  following  three  years,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  (in  1876)  came  to  Equinunk,  remaining 
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only  a short  time,  however.  During  the  following- 
two  years  and  a half  he  had  charge  of  Mr.  Holbert’s 
sawmills  at  Camden,  N.  J.,  and  then  returned  to 
Equinunk,  where  he  purchased  of  that  gentleman 
a mill  and  tract  of  land,  engaging  in  the  manu- 
facture of  lumber  here  on  his  own  account  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  1883  he  accepted  the  position  of 
foreman  for  Mr.  Holbert  at  Westcolang  Park, 
where  he  built  a large  saw  and  planing  mill.  He 
next  purchased  the  Stanton  mills,  at  Camden,  N.  J., 
where  he  was  engaged,  in  partnership  with  J.  G. 
and  William  Holbert,  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber 
until  1890.  The  year  previous  he  had  moved  his 
family  back  to  Equinunk,  where  he  bought  the  mills 
and  real  estate  of  J.  G.  Holbert,  son  of  William 
Holbert,  who  had  erected  a saw  and  planing  mill 
and  also  an  excelsior  factory,  which  Mr.  Hornbeck 
is  now  successfully  operating.  He  manufactures 
from  four  to  five  tons  of  excelsior  per  day,  most  of 
which  he  ships  to  New  York  City.  In  1894  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  have  his  saw  and  planing  mill 
destroyed  by  fire.  Few  men  in  the  State  are  more 
familiar  with  every  department  of  the  lumber  busi- 
ness than  our  subject,  who  in  early  life  rafted  both 
square  timber  and  logs  down  the  Delaware  river  to 
market,  and  has  since  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber.  He  is  an  active  and  prominent  worker 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  political 
as  well  as  business  circles  occupies  a leading  place. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  As  a 
public-spirited,  progressive  citizen,  he  has  given  a 
liberal  support  to  all  enterprises  which  he  believes 
calculated  to  advance  the  welfare  of  his  town  and 
county,  and  is  therefore  deserving  of  honorable 
mention  in  a work  of  this  character. 

WILLIAM  STONE.  The  American  nation 
will  ever  hold  in  affectionate  regard  the  men  whose 
valor  preserved  our  country  from  disunion  during 
the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  and  no  other  his- 
tories in  this  volume  compare  in  lasting  interest  with 
those  which  hand  down  the  names  of  those  gallant 
soldiers.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well-known 
agriculturist  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county, 
made  an  honorable  record  during  the  memorable 
struggle,  and  in  peace  he  has  also  proved  himself  a 
worthy  citizen,  meeting  every  duty  with  ability  and 
fidelity. 

Mr.  Stone  was  born  in  Stroudsburg  October 
9,  1838,  a son  of  Oliver  and  Susan  (De  Long) 
Stone.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a native  of 
New  Jersey,  whence  he  came  to  this  section  in  early 
manhood,  locating  in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a harnessmaker  and  shoe- 
maker, and  later  became  interested  in  brick-making. 
He  and  his  wife  both  died  in  Stroudsburg  in  1880. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  children,  all 
of  whom  were  born  in  Stroudsburg : (2)  Samuel, 
born  in  1840,  resides  in  Galveston,  Texas.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Jane  White,  of  Stroudsburg,  now  de- 
ceased, and  has  several  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living,  Susan,  Charles,  and  Mary,  wife  of  Jacob 


Mace,  of  Williamsburg,  Penn.  (3)  Mary  Alice,, 
born  in  1843,  married  Evi  Rosenkrantz,  of  Strouds- 
burg, and  both  died  some  years  ago.  Of  their  three 
daughters,  one  is  living,  Susan,  wife  of  Joseph  Tay- 
lor, of  Portland,  Penn.  (4)  Martha  married  Will- 
iam Bellia,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (5)  Louise  mar- 
ried David  Wallace,  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Stone’s  youth  was  spent  in  Stroudsburg, 
and  for  some  years  he  was  employed  in  his  father’s 
brick-yard.  In  1859  he  married  Miss  Martha  J. 
Widmer,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  made  his  home  in 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  near  Strouds- 
burg, remaining  eight  years.  In  February,  1864, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  112th  Heavy  Artillery, 
being  mustered  into  service  at  Easton,  Penn.  He 
was  then  sent  to  the  seat  of  hostilities  by  way  of 
Philadelphia  and  Washington,  and  for  some  time 
his  regiment  was  on  guard  duty  at  Alexandria.  He 
then  went  to  Brady  Station,  and  on  May  4,  1864,  the 
regiment  joined  the  9th  Army  Corps  in  front  of 
Richmond.  He  was  in  the  bloody  battle  of  the  Wil- 
derness and  on  June  17,  1864,  he  participated  in  the 
charge  on  Petersburg,  his  regiment  taking  a leading 
place  in  the  events  connected  with  the  mine  explo- 
sion. When  the  Rebels  evacuated  Petersburg  his 
regiment  entered  the  city,  where  they  performed 
guard  duty  until  Lee  surrendered.  They  remained 
in  service  some  months  longer,  looking  after  govern- 
ment property,  and  in  January,  1866,  Mr.  Stone  was 
honorably  discharged  at  City  Point,  Va.  On  his 
return  home  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  R.  R.  as  fireman  and  brake- 
man,  and  for  more  than  twenty  years  he  remained 
with  the  company,  making  his  home  in  East  Strouds- 
burg. In  1880  he  removed  to  Stroud  township,  tak- 
ing the  position  of  engineer  for  the  Tanite  Co.  In 
April,  1898,  he  retired  from  that  work,  and  settled 
upon  a farm  In  the  same  township  belonging  to  his 
son  Henry,  and  at  present  he  devotes  his  attention  to 
superintending  the  work  of  the  place.  Politically  he 
is  a Republican  of  Old-line  Whig  antecedents,  but  he 
does  not  aspire  to  official  life.  Socially  he  and  his 
family  are  prominent,  and  he  Is  a member  of  the 
Wadsworth  Post  No.  154,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Stroudsburg, 
and  a charter  member  of  Lodge  No.  946,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
at  East  Stroudsburg.  Of  his  five  children,  (1) 
Henry  D.  was  born  October  9,  i860,  in  Stroudsburg, 
and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  East  Strouds- 
burg. For  a time  he  was  employed  in  the  woolen- 
mill  and  in  the  Tanite  works  in  Monroe  county,  but 
afterward  he  went  to  Philadelphia  and  worked  in  a 
woolen-mill.  At  present  he  is  an  engineer  on  the 
Wilkes  Barre  & Eastern  railroad,  and  he  resides  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased the  Butterfield  homestead  some  years  ago. 
To  this  he  added,  in  1896,  the  Swartwood  farm  ad- 
joining, making  a fine  estate,  and  he  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  locality.  He 
married  Miss  Lena  Walters,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
has  had  five  children,  Anna,  Mary,  Ethel,  Martha 
and  William.  (2)  Elmer,  born  at  Stroudsburg, 
March  4,  1864,  is  now  employed  in  the  woolen-mills 
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of  that  city.  He  married  Miss  Maggie  Drake,  of 
Stroudsburg,  and  has  had  three  children, .Elmer  B., 
Ollie  and  Nellie.  (3)  Anna,  born  in  East  Strouds- 
burg in  1866,  married  Joseph  Wood,  a florist  in  New 
York  City,  and  has  had  three  children,  Violet, 
Ernest  and  Marion.  (4)  Samuel,  born  in  Strouds- 
burg March  15,  1877,  resides  in  that  city,  where  he 
is  employed  in  a woolen-factory.  He  married  Miss 
Emily  Ulrich,  of  Stroud  township.  (5)  J.  How- 
aid,  born  in  Stroud  township  January  8,  1881,  re- 
sides with  his  parents. 

Mrs.  Stone,  who  is  much  esteemed  for  her  good 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  is  a devout  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  She  comes  of  patriotic  stock, 
and  her  father,  John  Widmer,  who  died  in  Strouds- 
burg at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six  years,  was 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a native  of 
Germany,  coming  to  this  country  as  a young  man, 
and  settled  in  Moscow,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.  His 
wife,  Eliza  (Cramer),  was  born  in  Pocono  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  a daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Sarah  Cramer.  Of  their  five  children,  Mrs.  Stone, 
who  was  born  April  26,  1841,  is  the  eldest.  (2) 
William,  born  in  1843,  in  Luzerne  county,  enlisted 
'in  the  U.  S.  navy  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
while  in  a hospital  in  New  Orleans.  (3)  John  G., 
born  in  Luzerne  county,  was  a soldier  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in 
New  York  State;  at  present  he  resides  at  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn.  (4)  Abram,  born  in  Luzerne,  also 
served  in  the  Union  army,  and  now  resides  in  Ten- 
nessee. He  married  Miss  Lizzie  Price,  of  Price 
township,  Monroe  county  (now  deceased),  and  has 
had  four  children,  Floyd,  Edgar,  Lulu  and  Lizzie. 
(5)  Isabella  married  William  Cisco,  of  Portland, 
Penn.,  and  has  two  children,  Laura  and  Ida. 

ADAM  SERFASS,  a well-known  resident  of 
Brodheadsville,  Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the  thrifty 
and  enterprising  agriculturists  whose  industry  has 
made  that  region  a veritable  garden  spot,  and  at 
present  he  is  the  owner  of  two  fine  farms,  both 
under  good  cultivation.  He  is  also  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a wheelwright  and  blacksmith,  and  in  these 
lines  of  work  he  has  shown  unusual  ability,  having 
largely  learned  the  details  of  both  trades  through 
his  own  unassisted  efforts. 

Mr.  Serfass  was  born  November  9,  1845,  M 
Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  and  belongs  to  an 
old  and  highly-esteemed  family  of  that  locality.  His 
great-grandfather,  John  Serfass,  came  from  Ger- 
many about  1750,  and  after  a brief  residence  in  Le- 
high county  settled  in  Monroe  countv,  purchasing 
a large  tract  of  land  in  Polk  township,  which  is 
still  owned  by  his  descendants.  He  married  Miss 
Susannah  Hone,  of  Lehigh  county,  and  had  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  the  following  mention  is  made : 
I.  John  married  Elizabeth  Kunkel,  and  settled  in 
Polk  township,  Monroe  county.  IT.  Joseph  married 
Eliza  Kunkel,  and  also  made  his  home  in  Polk 
township.  III.  Adam  is  more  fully  spoken  of  fur- 
ther on.  IV.  George  married  Elizabeth  Christ- 


man, and  had  five  children,  John ; George ; Susan 
married  John  Kerchner;  Elizabeth  married  Amos 
Everett ; Hannah  married  Peter  Smith.  V.  Peter 
married  Catherine  Storm,  and  they  had  seven  chil- 
dren, Anna  married  Jacob  Christman,  of  Eldred 
township ; Andrew  settled  in  White  Haven,  Penn.  ; 
Sarah  (deceased)  married  Henry  Hawk;  Hannah 
married  Lewis  Hawk,  and  resides  in  Iowa ; Eliza- 
beth married  Samuel  Hawk,  of  Allentown,  Penn. ; 
Franklin  resides  in  Northampton  county,  and  Na- 
than occupies  the  old  homestead.  VI.  William, 
who  lived  to  middle  age,  never  married.  VII. 
David  married  Sally  Everett,  and  had  four  children, 
Henry,  Barton,  Solomon  and  Frederick.  VIII. 
Hannah  married  William  Kresge,  and  they  had 
eight  children  as  follows:  William  married  Sallie 
Storm;  Jacob  married  Sarah  Gregory;  George 
married  Sarah  Kunkel ; Joseph  W.  married  Lu- 
cinda Andrew ; Hannah  married  Reuben  Gregory ; 
Elizabeth  married  John  Bonser ; Sarah  married 
John  Serfass ; and  Susan  married  Peter  Kunkel. 
IX.  Sallie  married  George  G.  Hawk.  X.  Cath- 
erine became  the  second  wife  of  George  Kresge, 
and  had  seven  children,  Thomas-  settled  in  Luzerne 
county,  Penn. ; James  settled  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship ; Joel  conducted  a hotel  at  Kresgeville,  and  had 
four  children ; David  married,  and  died  in  1876 
leaving  six  children ; Reuben  married  Susannah 
Riper,  and  had  two  children ; Sallie  married  John 
Kunkel;  Katie  married  John  Gregory.  XI.  Chris- 
tianna  married  Conrad  Driesbach.  XII.  Elizabeth 
married  John  Eshen,  of  Northampton  county.  XIII. 
Thomas  married  a Miss  Dolter,  and  a few  of  his  de- 
scendants are  now  to  be  found  in  Polk  township, 
Monroe  county. 

Adam  Serfass,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Polk  township,  and  became  a farmer 
and  shoemaker  by  occupation.  He  died  in  1875, 
aged  seventy-two  years,  and  his  wife,  Christina 
(Berger),  died  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years,  and  they  were  both  buried  in  Gilbert’s  cem- 
etery, in  Chestnut  Hill.  They  had  eight  children : 
Aaron,  our  subject’s  father;  Joel,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Hess ; Charles,  who  married  Doshie  Bar- 
len ; Ephraim,  who  never  married ; Linford,  who 
married  (first)  Sally  Beers  and  (second)  Polly 
Getz;  Emanuel,  who  married  (first)  Lucinda  Er- 
hardt,  (second)  Sarah  Shupp,  and  (third)  Eliza 
Kleintop;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Schmale,  of 
Chestnut  Hill  township;  and  Fanny,  who  married 
Aaron  Heiny. 

Aaron  Serfass,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  February  22,  1823,  in  Polk  township,  and  for 
many  years  followed  farming  in  connection  with 
the  blacksmith’s  trade.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  three  months  and  thirteen  days. 
He  was  a man  of  high  standing  in  the  community, 
his  sterling  qualities  of  character  winning  the  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him.  He  married  Elizabeth  Hawk,  a 
nativeof  Polk  township, and  had  children  as  follows: 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  J.  D.  Smale,  of  Polk  township; 
Joseph,  who  died  unmarried;  Adam,  our  subject; 
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Christiana,  deceased;  Peter,  who  married  (first) 
Rebecca  Kridler,  (second)  Mary  Ecxhart,  and 
(third)  Amanda  Frantz;  Kate,  who  married  Edwin 
Prutzman,  of  Eldred  township;  Mary  Jane,  who 
married  William  Roth,  of  Polk  township,  a musician 
by  profession,  and  also  proprietor  of  the  “Mansion 
Flouse”  at  Kresgeville.  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
diecl  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 

Our  subject’s  early  life  was  spent  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Polk  township,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, in  that  locality,  as  a farmer,  blacksmith  and 
wheelwright.  In  1892  he  removed  to  Brodheads- 
ville,  where  he  has  since  continued  all  these  lines  of 
business.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  and 
his  family  are  prominent  in  religious  work  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Brodheadsville.  On 
October  15,  1868,  he  was  married  at  Brodheadsville 
to  Miss  Malinda  Gregory,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed by  Rev.  Charles  Baker,  a minister  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  Children  as  follows  have 
brightened  their  home:  Clara  F.,  a resident  of 

Nazareth,  Penn. ; Eugene  A.,  who  married  Miss 
Anna  S.  Bonser,  and  resides  at  Brodheadsville  ; Jere- 
miah W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months; 
Miss  Mary  E.,  a popular  and  attractive  young  lady, 
who  is  still  at  home;  Eli  E.,  James  and  Rosa  J. 

Mrs.  Malinda  (Gregory)  Serfass,  whose  mental 
gifts  and  force  of  character  make  her  a valued  help- 
meet to  her  husband,  was  born  September  28,  1852, 
in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  a daughter  of 
James  Gregory,  and  a granddaughter  of  David  and 
Susannah  Gregory.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in 
Monroe  county,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
married  Miss  Mary  Fisher,  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Margaret  (Smith)  Fisher.  He  died  two  years 
later,  in  August,  1853,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty- 
three,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the  Pleasant  V al- 
ley cemetery.  Two  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Malinda  (Mrs.  Serfass),  and  Mary  A.,  wife 
of  Levi  D.  Frable,  of  Kunkletown.  The  mother 
subsequently  married  George  Smale,  who  died  in 
1886,  aged  sixty-seven,  and  her  death  occurred 
March  1,  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  both  being 
buried  at  Kunkletown.  By  this  marriage  there  was 
one  daughter,  Emma  J.,  who  married  Peter  Bol- 
linger, farmer  in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county. 

SHAFER  FAMILY.  The  Shafer  family  of 
Monroe  county  has  so  long  held  a prominent  place 
in  the  business,  social  and  political  life  of  this  sec- 
tion that  unusual  interest- will  attach  to  the  following 
history. 

The  first  of  the  name  of  whom  we  have  a defi- 
nite account  was  Mathias  Shafer,  who  emigrated 
from  Heidelberg,  Germany,  with  bis  son  Philip  and 
a daughter  Catherine,  locating  in  what  is  now  known 
as  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  and  afterward  in  what  is 
now  Stroud  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.  Here 
Catherine  was  carried  away  by  the  Indians,  some 
years  before  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mathias  pur- 
chased large  tracts  of  land  in  that  and  the  adjoining 


township  of  Hamilton,  a portion  of  it  directly  from 
William  Penn  and  his  brother.  There  he  and  his  son 
Philip  cleared  the  land  of  the  forest,  establishing 
a homestead.  Long  after  this,  it  is  not  known  when, 
Mathias  died,  at  the  age  of  105  years,  and  was  buried 
in  Stroud  township,  near  where  the  stone  building 
known  as  Shafer's  school  house  and  church  now 
stands.  His  son  Philip  served  as  a private  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  enrolled  at  Fort 
Penn,  Stroudsburg,  in  Capt.  Henry  Shoemaker's 
company,  the  muster  roll,  which  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  great-grandson,  John  E.  Shafer,  of 
Scranton,  being  certified  by  Col.  Jacob  Stroud,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1781,  and  sworn  to  by  Capt.  Henry  Shoe- 
maker, January  ji,  1781.  After  the  war  ended  he 
was  married  in  Stroud  township  to  Ann  Maria  Lor, 
by  whom  he  had  six  children  : Susanna  (July  20, 
1786-December  14,  1856)  married  John  Rouse; 
Eve  married  John  Everhart ; Anne  C.  (July  4,  1789- 
August  24,  1861)  married  Col.  John  Huston;  Mary 
(December  17.  1790- August  18,  1842)  married 

William  Mosteller ; Adam  (April  6,  1795-May  2, 
1875)  married  Mary  Buskirk ; and  Philip,  the  next 
in  the  line  of  descent  we  are  tracing,  is  mentioned 
more  fully  farther  on.  All  except  Eve  (who  moved 
years  ago  to  the  vicinity  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.)  lived  and 
died  in  Monroe  county,  and  were  buried  in  the 
Shafer  burying  ground,  by  the  stone  church  and 
school  house  mentioned  above.  This  tract  of  land 
comprises  two  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  which  was 
deeded  in  trust  for  burial  and  school  purposes  by 
Philip  and  Mary,  his  wife,  in  1821,  and  the  stone 
building  was  erected  in  1823,  from  material  fur- 
nished mostly  by  Philip.  Mary,  the  wife  of  Philip, 
died  April  18,  1836,  aged  sixtv-four  years,  eleven 
months  and  twenty  days.  Philip  died  November 
6,  1851,  aged  ninety-one  years,  seven  months  and 
two  days,  and  was  buried  beside  his  wife  in  the 
above-named  cemetery. 

Philip  Shafer,  the  youngest  child  of  Philip  and 
Mary  Shafer,  was  born  April  22,  1801,  in  what  is 
now  Stroud  township,  and  on  August  22,  1824,  he 
married  Phebe  Phillips,  who  was  born  May  7, 
1806,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Phillips.  On  April  5, 
18.37-  Philip  purchased  the  old  homestead  from  his 
father  where  he  resided  until  his  death  on  April 
2,  1887.  Phebe,  his  wife,  died  August  2,  1874, 
and  both  were  buried  in  the  above-named  cemetery. 
During  'all  these  years  tranquility  and  prosperity 
attended  them,  with  the  exception  that  on  the  night 
of  July  30.  1856,  after  the  last  load  of  hay  had  been 
gathered  for  that  year,  and  put  in  the  barn,  lightning 
struck  and  destroyed  the  building,  and  another  near 
by,  with  their  contents,  entailing  a loss  of  $4,000. 
Philip  and  Phebe  Shafer  left  eight  children,  namely: 
Charles,  Sarah  Ann,  Ann  Maria,  Ellen,  Harriet, 
Mathias  Phillips,  John  Davis  and  Allen,  all  of  whom 
are  mentioned  below. 

I.  Charles  Shafer  was  born  May  29,  1827, 
and  died  June  15,  1899;  lie  was  buried  in  his  plot 
in  Stroudsburg  cemetery.  He  was  first-lieutenant 
in  Capt.  George  B.  Keller’s  company  of  State  Militia, 
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and  served  his  lull  time  back  in  the  ’fifties.  In 
1867  he  moved  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  from  that 
time  until  his  death  he  was  continuously  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Rail- 
road Co.,  in  the  passenger  depot.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Penn  Avenue  Baptist  Church  for  a number 
of  years,  and  was  also  a member  of  Fort  Penn 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Stroudsburg.  On  Decem- 
ber 24,  1853,  he  married  Ann  Maria  Edinger,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Edinger,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  they  had 
three  children:  (1)  Orrin  Davis  Shafer,  born  No- 
vembr  15,  1856,  died  March  20,  1859,  an(l  is  buried 
in  their  plot  in  Stroudsburg  cemetery,  at  Strouds- 
burg, Penn.  (2)  John  Edinger  Shafer,  a resident  of 
Scranton,  born  April  19,  1862,  was  married  March 
18,  1896,  to  Lizzie  Weninger,  by  whom  he  has  had 
one  son,  Robert  Charles  Shafer,  born  January  10, 
1897.  (3)  Lizzie  Rushton  Shafer,  born  November 

13,  1866,  was  married  September  26,  1889,  to 

Charles  R.  Connell,  of  Scranton,  a son  of  Hon.  Will- 
iam Connell,  member  of  Congress.  They  have  had 
two  children,  Bernard  Lyon  Connell,  born  May  1, 
1891,  and  Gladys  Shafer  Connell,  born  May  7,  1893. 

II.  Sarah  Ann  Shafer  was  born  March  26, 1829, 
and  on  September  30,  1848,  she  married  Lewis 
Meyers,  of  Stroudsburg,  a son  of  Simon  Meyers,  of 
Hamilton  township ; Lewis  was  drafted  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  army  in  1862,  but  paid 
$300  for  a substitute.  He  is  a member  of  Barger 
Lodge  No.  325,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  also  a member  of 
Fort  Penn  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Stroudsburg. 
They  have  had  one  child,  Laura  Frances  Meyers, 
born  October  3,  1850,  who  was  married  December 
24,  1867,  to  James  T.  Carmer,  of  Stroudsburg, 
Penn.,  by  whom  she  has  had  one  daughter,  Blanche 
Elaine  Carmer,  horn  November  9,  1869. 

III.  Ann  Maria  Shafer  was  born  June  25,  1831, 

and  on  June  24,  1852,  was  married  to  Jeremiah 
Shiffer,  son  of  John  Shiffer.  They  moved  to 
Scranton,  Penn.,  in  1856.  Jeremiah  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1825,  and  died  July  31,  1880,  his  remains 
being  buried  in  their  plot  in  Stroudsburg  cemetery. 
Of  their  seven  children:  (1)  Helen  Isabel  Shiffer, 
born  August  17,  1854,  died  September  11,  1854. 
(2)  AVillis  Arthur  Shiffer,  born  October  24,  1857, 
died  July  16,  1859,  both  being  interred  beside  their 
father.  (3)  Florence  Adelia  Shiffer  was  born  July 
21,  1859,  and  January  14,  1891,  married  Albert 
Thomas,  of  Scranton.  They  have  two  children, 
Phoebe  Augusta,  born  July  27,  1891,  and  Stanley 
Emmet,  born  November  9,  1893.  (4)  May  Eudora 

Shiffer,  born  August  29,  1861,  was  married  (first) 
August  23,  1879,  to  David  Wesley  Lewis,  who  died 
January  13,  1884.  They  had  two  children,  Frank 
Wesley  Lewis,  born  October  12,  1880  (died  De- 
cember 12,  1883)  ; and  Stanley  Jeremiah  Lewis,  born 
August  5,  1882.  On  May  11,  1887,  Mrs.  Lewis 
married  William  R.  Castner,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Lulu  May,  born  January  13,  1892.  (5) 

Allen  Davis  Shiffer,  horn  January  13,  1868,  died 
December  17,  1895,  and  is  buried  beside  his  father.. 
(6) Harriet  Ellen  Shiffer  was  born  November  7, 


1869.  ( 7)  Phoebe  Augusta  Shiffer  was  born  Feb- 

ruary 13,  1871.  Those  living  are  all  residing  at 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

IV.  Ellen  Shafer  was  born  September  27, 
1834,  and  was  married  July  4,  i860,  to  Morris  H. 
Decker,  of  New  York  City.  They  have  one  child, 
Harry  Louis  Decker,  horn  June  17,  1761. 

V.  Harriet  Shafer  was  born  March  20,  1838, 
and  on  December  25,  1862,  was  married  to  James 
T.  Palmer,  of  Stroudsburg,  a son  of  John  Palmer, 
who  in  his  day  was  a noted  Quaker  preacher.  One 
child,  Grace  Alma  Palmer,  was  born  to  them  July 
28,  1864. 

VI.  Mathias  Phillips  Shafer  was  born  at  the 

old  homestead  in  Stroud  township,  May  28,  1840, 
and  his  boyhood  was  spent  on  the  old  farm.  On 
May  11,  1861,  at  the  call  of  Governor  Curtin,  he  en- 
listed in  the  State  service,  and  on  June  8,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  and  was  assigned  to  Com- 
pany F,  4th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volun- 
teers, otherwise  known  as  the  33rd  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers.  He  was  always  in  line,  never  in 
hospital,  ever  ready  for  duty,  whether  on  guard,  in 
camp,  on  picket  or  in  the  front  line  of  battle,  where  he 
saw  his  comrades  fall  around  him  from  minie  balls, 
shot  and  shell,  or  bayonet  thrust.  He  first  saw  smoke 
of  battle  December  20,  i86i,atDranesville,  six  months 
after  he  enlisted.  This  shows  how  soon  an  Amer- 
ican citizen  can  be  taken  from  the  plow  and  trans- 
formed into  a soldier  ready  for  battle.  Flis  next 
engagement  was  the  battle  at  Mechanicsville  or  Bea- 
ver Dam  Creek,  June  26,  1862.  Then  followed  the 
continuous  seven-days’  fight  in  front  of  Richmond 
until  McClellan’s  army  rested  on  the  James  river. 
At  Charles  City  Cross  Roads  the  4th  had  the  hard- 
est fight,  as  is  shown  by  Gen.  McCall’s  report  of  the 
battle,  where  at  one  place  he  says : “Its  gallant 

commander  did  not  doubt,  I am  satisfied,  his  ability 
to  repel  the  attack,  and  his  guns  fairly  opened  lanes 
in  the  advancing  host ; but  the  enemy,  unchecked, 
closed  up  his  shattered  ranks,  and  came  on,  with 
arms  trailed,  at  a run  to  the  very  muzzles  of  the 
guns,  where  he  pistoled  and  bayonetted  the  canno- 
neers and  attacked  their  supports  with  such  fury  and 
in  such  overwhelming  numbers  that  they  were 
broken  and  thrown  in  great  confusion.  Remnants 
of  the  regiment,  however,  rallied  and  held  their 
ground  with  the  most  determined  obstinacy.  It  was 
here,  however,  it  was  my  fortune  to  witness,  between 
those  of  my  men  who  stood  their  ground  and  Rebels 
who  advanced,  one  of  the  fiercest  bayonet  fights 
that  perhaps  ever  occurred  on  this  continent.  Bayo- 
nets were  crossed  and  locked  in  the  struggle ; bayo- 
net wounds  were  freely  given  and  received.  I saw 
skulls  crushed  by  the  blow  of  the  heavy  butt  of  the 
musket,  and,  in  short,  the  desperate  thrusts  and  par- 
ries of  a life  and  death  encounter,  proving  indeed 
that  Greek  had  met  Greek  when  the  Alabama  boys 
fell  upon  the  sons  of  Pennsylvania.  The  enemy  was 
successfully  held  in  check,  and  during  the  night  the 
Reserves  retired  to  Malvern  Hill.  Company  F was 
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one  that  held  the  Rebels  in  check,  and  in  that  seven- 
days’  light  the  4th  Regiment  lost  upward  of  two 
hundred  men.”  On  August  29  and  30,  1862,  Ma- 
thias was  engaged  in  the  Second  Bull  Run  fight  on 
the  plains  of  Manassas.  Following  this,  he  was 
again  in  battle  at  South  Mountain.  From  there 
they  moved  to  Boonsboro,  and  on  September  16  and 
17,  1862,  he  fought  in  the  battle  of  Antietam,  while 
December  13,  1862,  he  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg.  The  regiment  was  now  greatly  re- 
duced, and  on  February  8,  1863,  it  was  ordered  to 
the  defense  of  Washington,  to  rest  and  recruit.  On 
January  6,  1864,  with  the  3rd  Pennsly vania  Regi- 
ment, it  was  ordered  to  West  Virginia,  and  went  by 
way  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad,  arriving  at 
Martinsburg  on  the  morning  of  the  7th.  Until 
January  28  they  performed  picket  duty;  then  after 
skirmishing  in  the  mountains  for  a long  time,  and 
doing  picket  duty  again  until  March  27,  1864,  they 
were  moved  back  to  Flarper’s  Ferry.  There  they 
performed  picket  duty  until  April  3,  when  orders 
were  given  for  each  man  to  take  sixty  rounds  of 
cartridges,  one  extra  pair  of  shoes  and  four  days’ 
rations,  for  a trip  across  the  Alleghanies  to  Grafton, 
two  hundred  miles  from  Harper’s  Ferry.  They 
stayed  there  until  April  22,  when  they  took  cars  for 
Parkersburg,  on  the  Ohio  river.  There  they  took 
boats  down  the  Ohio,  and  up  the  Great  Kanawha 
to  Brownstown,  and  on  April  30  they  started  on  foot 
up  the  valley  to  Great  Falls.  On  May  2 they  climbed 
the  mountain  and  reached  the  extreme  outpost  at 
Fayette,  and  from  there  they  marched  across  Flat 
Top  Mountain,  having  a sharp  skirmish  with  the 
enemy  at  Princeton  on  May  6.  Here  Mathias  re- 
captured his  knapsack  (with  his  name  still  on  it  and 
some  of  his  letters  inside),  which  had  been  taken 
from  him  over  two  years  before,  at  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor.  On  May  9,  after  heavy  marching, 
they  crossed  East  River  Mountain  through  Rock 
Gap,  and  near  Shannon’s  Bridge  they  were  again 
engaged  in  battle.  Here  Col.Woolworth  and  several 
others  were  killed,  and  Chaplain  Pomeroy  buried 
them  under  a locust  tree.  On  May  10,  at  night, 
they  pushed  on  across  New  river,  and  on  May  11 
marched  through  the  rain  to  Blackbury,  and  the 
next  day  they  reached  the  summit  of  Salt  Pond 
Mountain.  On  May  15  they  reached  Union,  and 
on  the  evening  of  May  16  they  arrived  at  Green- 
briar  river.  On  May  19  they  halted  at  Meadow 
Bluff,  in  Fayette  county,  after  twenty  days’  continu- 
ous marching  through  the  rain,  skirmishing  half  the 
time,  while  every  night  a strong  guard  had  to  be 
posted.  By  this  time  the  men  were  worn  out  from 
hunger  and  fatigue,  and  hundreds  had  no  soles  on 
their  shoes.  On  May  22  they  were  ordered  to  Mill- 
ville, near  Louisburg,  and  as  their  term  of  service 
was  about  to  expire  they  soon  received  orders  to 
return  home.  On  May  30  they  started  for  Phila- 
delphia, and  on  June  4 they  embarked  on  the  “Jonas 
Powell”  opposite  Brownstown,  on  the  Kanawha, 
and  started  for  Pittsburg.  They  arrived  June  8, 


and  June  17,  1864,  were  mustered  out,  Mathias  re- 
ceiving his  discharge,  which  reads  as  follows : 

TO  ALL  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN. 

Know  Ye,  That  Mathias  P.  Shafer  a Private  of  Captain 
Jacob  W.  Shoemaker’s  Company  (F)  Fourth  Regiment  of 
Pennsylvania  Reserves  Volunteers  who  was  enrolled  on  the 
Eighth  day  of  June  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  to  serve  three  years  or  during  the  war  is  hereby  DIS- 
CHARGED from  the  service  of  the  United  States  this  17th 
day  of  June,  1864,  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  by  reason 
of  expiration  of  time  (No  objection  to  his  being  re-enlisted 
is  known  to  exist  *). 

Said  Mathias  P.  Shafer  was  born  in  Monroe  county  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  is  twenty-one  years  of  age,  five 
feet  six  and  three-quarters  inches  high,  Dark  complexion. 
Grey  eyes,  Black  hair,  and  by  occupation  when  enrolled  a 
farmer. 

Given  at  Philadelphia  this  17th  day  of  June  1864. 

A.  G.  O.  No.  99.  [Signed]  Wm.  R.  Brown, 

Capt.  15th  TJ.  8.  Infantry  Mustering  off. 

[Signed]  Jacob  W.  Shoemaker, 

Copt.  4th  Regt.  P.  R.  V.  C.  Commanding  Co. 

* This  sentence  will  be  erased  should  there  be  anything 
in  the  conduct  or  physical  condition  of  the  soldier  rendering 
him  unfit  for  the  Army. 

After  his  discharge  Mathias  P.  Shafer  turned 
the  bayonet  into  a pruning  hook,  and  went  back  to 
the  old  farm.  On  February  1,  1876,  he  married 
Jane  Kiser,  a daughter  of  Michael  Kiser,  of  Hamil- 
ton township.  They  have  one  child,  Agnes  Cathar- 
ine Shafer,  born  July  22,  1878.  Mathias  is  the  only 
one  of  the  eight  children  of  Philip  Shafer  still  resid- 
ing in  the  township  of  Stroud. 

VII.  John  Davis  Shafer,  whose  portrait  ap- 
pears, was  born  April  29,  1843,  and  passed  his  boy- 
hood on  the  old  homestead,  tilling  the  soil  in  sum- 
mer, and  in  winter  attending  the  public  school  at 
Shafer’s  school-house,  heretofore  mentioned.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  commenced  to  teach 
in  the  public  schools  of  Monroe  county  in  winter 
(at  the  same  time  continuing  study  by  himself),  and 
attended  some  private  school  in  summer,  at  one  time 
walking  every  day  to  and  from  the  old  homestead 
through  Stroudsburg  to  the  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
a distance  of  about  five  miles,  to  attend  the  private 
school  of  Samuel  Alsop,  and  thus  he  prepared  for 
college.  In  1865  he  entered  Dickinson  College,  at 
Carlisle,  Penn.,  but  during  his  Sophomore  year  he 
gave  up  college  and  on  March  8,  1867,  he  started 
west  of  the  Missouri  Valley,  first  stopping  at  St.  Jo- 
seph, Mo.  Not  liking  it  there,  he  visited  the  vari- 
ous Missouri  river  towns  until  he  arrived  at  Omaha, 
Neb.,  which  was  then  reported  to  be  a growing  city, 
but  after  a three-days’  stay,  as  it  appeared  to  be 
“dull”  there,  he  retraced  his  steps.  On  April  2, 
1867,  he  landed  from  a Missouri  river  steamboat  at 
Leavenworth,  Ivans.,  then  the  best  city  on  the  Mis- 
souri river  above  St.  Louis.  The  week  following  he 
engaged  himself  to  teach  in  a private  school  there, 
and  during  spare  hours  while  teaching  he  read  law. 

In  November,  1867,  he  entered  the  law  office 
of  Thomas  P.  Fenlon,  a practicing  attorney  at 
Leavenworth,  and  so  diligently  did  he  apply  himself 
(studying  twenty  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four)  that 
on  June  24,  1868,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at 
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Leavenworth  before  Judge  David  J.  Brewer,  now 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  One  of  the  three  members  of  the 
committee  who  examined  him  in  open  court  and  rec- 
ommended his  admission  was  Hiram  Griswold,  who 
with  George  H.  Hoyt,  of  Athol,  Mass.,  defended 
John  Brown  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  Va.  On  January  8, 
"1873,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  law  before  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  June  4, 
1873,  he  was  admitted  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Eighth  Circuit,  while  in  the 
same  year  was  also  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Kansas.  He  resided  at  Leavenworth,  Ivans.,  where 
he  practiced  successfully,  being  engaged  in  the  fa- 
mous case  of  Sallie  E.  Hillman  against  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Co.  and  two  other  companies 
for  $25,000,  which  was  pending  in  court  from  1883, 
and  once  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  spring  of  1898  the  New  York  Life 
Co.  settled  its  case  and  paid  the  costs.  In  1876  Mr. 
Shafer  annotated  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of 
Kansas.  In  1877  he  compiled  and  published  an 
Index  to  all  the  laws  of  the  Territory  and  State  of 
Kansas.  In  1891  he  assisted  in  compiling  and  pub- 
lishing the  laws  then  in  force  in  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas, and  in  1883,  assisted  by  C.  L.  W.  Dassler,  he 
compiled  the  ordinances  of  the  city  of  Leavenworth. 
So  well  did  he  succeed  in  his  profession  that  on 
March  30,  1887,  he  retired  from  the  practice  of 
law,  left  the  State  and  took  a pleasure  trip  to  Eu- 
rope, traveling  through  England,  Scotland,  Ireland, 
France,  Italy,  Switzerland  and  Germany,  and  visit- 
ing the  capitals  of  those  countries  as  well  as  the 
other  towns  and  places  of  note  therein.  On  Septem- 
ber 17,  1887,  he  purchased  from  the  executors  of 
his  father’s  estate,  the  old  homestead  in  Stroud 
township,  which  was  ordered  sold  by  his  father  s 
will,  and  there  he  made  his  home  until  December, 
1893,  when  he  moved  to  the  city  of  New  Tork.  He 
has  become  a thorough  cosmopolitan.  On  October 
4,  1895,  he  started  from  New  York  City  on  a trip 
aroung  the  world,  going  west  to  San  Francisco  and 
stopping  on  the  way  at  Denver  (Colo.)  and  Salt 
Lake  City.  While  in  California  he  went  as  far 
south  as  Los  Angeles,  taking  in  the  orange  groves 
there,  and  then  went  on  a side  trip  into  the  Yosemite 
Valley,  to  view  the  falls  and  the  big  trees.  On  No- 
vember 22,  1895,  he  sailed  on  the  Pacific  mail  steam- 
ship “China”  for  Yokohama,  Japan,  stopping  at 
Honolulu  on  the  way.  He  traveled  through  Japan, 
taking  in,  among  other  cities,  Tokio,  Kioto,  Osaka 
and  Kobe,  or  Hiogo,  sailing  from  there  through  the 
inland  and  Yellow  seas  to  Shanghai,  in  China,  where 
he  visited  Foo  Choo,  Canton  and  Hong  Kong.  From 
there  he  went  to  Singapore,  near  Sumatra,  80  miles 
north  of  the  Equator.  The  next  stop  was  at  Penang, 
a.nd  from  there  he  went  to  Colombo,  Ceylon,  where 
two  weeks  were  spent  traveling  inland  to  Ivandia 
and  other  places  of  note.  From  Colombo  he  sailed 
to  Madras  and  Calcutta,  and  then  he  traveled  by  cars 
across  India  to  Bombay,  taking  in  Benares  (where 


he  saw  people  burning  the  dead),  Lucknow,  Cawn- 
poor,  Agra,  Delhi,  Jeypore,  Abu  Road,  Adamabad, 
and  other  places.  From  Bombay  he  sailed  to  Aden 
and  through  the  Red  Sea  to  Ismalia,  where  he  took 
cars  to  Cairo,  Egypt.  From  there  he  took  a boat 
trip,  580  miles  up  the  Nile,  to  Assouan  or  the  first 
Cataract.  On  account  of  cholera  he  passed  Pales- 
tine, and  sailed  from  Ismalia  through  the  Suez  canal 
to  Brindisi,  Italy.  Going  by  rail  to  Naples,  he 
stopped  a few  weeks,  taking  in  Vesuvius,  Pompeii, 
Herculanaeum,  and  other  places,  and  then  he  sailed 
for  Palermo,  Sicily.  He  crossed  Sicily  to  Syracuse, 
where  he  took  a boat  to  Malta,  and  there  he  took  a 
steamboat  to  London,  stopping  at  Gibraltar,  and 
later  he  sailed  from  Southampton  to  New  York  on 
the  American  steamer  “St.  Paul.”  On  December 
9,  1898,  he  started  from  New  York  to  take  in  the 
Southern  States  and  Cuba,  arriving  in  Havana  Jan- 
uary 31,  1899,  went  on  the  wreck  of  the  “Maine,” 
and  visited  Moro  Castle  and  other  historical  places. 
He  is  the  only  person  born  in  Monroe  county  who 
has  traveled  around  the  world,  and  he  is  now  pre- 
paring to  make  a tour  to  Norway,  Sweden  and 
Russia. 

VIII.  Allen  Shafer  was  born  May  27,  1845, 
at  the  old  homestead,  where  he  died  December  24, 
1889,  being  buried  near  his  parents  in  the  Shafer 
cemetery.  He  went  West  and  assisted  in  building 
the  Union  Pacific  railroad  from  Omaha  to  Ogden, 
and  was  present  there  at  the  ceremony  of  driving 
the  last  spike  which  united  New  York  with  San 
Francisco  by  rail.  From  there  he  went  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  where  he  saw  the  great  Mormon,  Brigham 
Young.  A short  time  thereafter  he  returned  to  the 
old  home,  and  on  June  9,  1877,  he  married  Martha 
Jane  Huston,  who  was  born  in  Stroud  township, 
January  7,  1847,  a daughter  of  John  W.  and  Sarah 
(Hill)  Pluston.  She  now  resides  at  Kunkletown, 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  children:  (1)  Alzena  Blanche 

Shafer,  born  April  26,  1880,  graduated  June  6,  1898, 
from  the  Stroudsburg  high  school,  at  the  head  of  her 
class,  being  the  valedictorian,  and  the  same  month 
successfully  passed  the  school  and  State  board  ex- 
aminations for  the  Senior  class  of  the  State  Normal 
school  at  East  Stroudsburg;  graduated  June,  1899, 
and  commenced  to  teach  in  a public  school  in  Ham- 
ilton in  September  following.  (2)  Leona  Irene 
Shafer,  born  February  28,  1882,  completed  a course 
in  the  public  schools,  and  on  August  29,  1898,  en- 
tered the  Junior  class  of  the  Normal  School  at  Last 
Stroudsburg.  (3)  Philip  Allen  Shafer  was  born 
December  17,  1883. 

FREEMAN  H.  KRESGE.  The  fertile  soil  of 
this  favored  section  attracted  the  attention  of  an  en- 
terprising and  thrifty  class  of  settlers  at  an  early 
period  in  the  history  of  this  State,  and  their  descend- 
ants constitute  a most  desirable  class  of  citizens, 
combining  the  sturdy  industry  and  progressive  spirit 
of  their  pioneer  ancestry  with  the  wholesome  conser- 
vatism which  generations  of  property-holding  de- 
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velops.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent 
agriculturist  and  cattle  dealer  of  Polk  township, 
Monroe  county,  is  a grandson  of  William  Kresge, 
who  was  born  in  1777,  and  settled  in  that  locality  in 
1792,  and  he  is  also  of  the  same  family  as  Conrad 
Kresge,  who  located  at  the  present  site  of  Effort 
about  1745.  (William,  Conrad  and  George  were 
brothers).  William  Kresge  married  Hannah  Serfass, 
and  made  his  home  on  the  old  farm  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  our  subject,  where  he  and  his  wife 
reared  a large  family  of  children  as  follows : Will- 
iam, Jacob,  George  W.,  Joseph,  Hannah,  Elizabeth, 
Sarah  and  Susan. 

George  W.  Kresge,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  and  became 
a farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  an  excellent  citi- 
zen, and  was  frequently  chosen  to  office  in  the  town- 
ship while  he  was  for  many  years  a leading  worker 
in  the  Reformed  Church  at  Gilberts.  He  died 
August  19,  1885,  aged  seventy-two  years,  ten 
months  and  six  days,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Ivunkel), 
died  February  1,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years,  nine  months  and  eight  days,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  at  Gilberts  cemetery.  Of  then- 
eight  children  the  eldest,  Catherine,  born  March  13, 
1835,  married  George  Angelmeyer,  a farmer  in  Polk 
township;  Lavina,  born  January  16,  1836,  died  in 
childhood ; Christina,  born  March  19,  1837,  married 
Reuben  Frable,  a hotel  keeper  at  Kunkletown,  and 
died  in  1879;  Paul,  born  March  15,  1839,  married 
Miss  Mary  Stemler, , and  resides  at  Stemlersville, 
Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  mercantile 
business;  Salinda,  born  January  11,  1844,  married 
Nathan  Hawk,  a retired  agriculturist  residing  at 
Siegfried,  Penn.;  Freeman  IT.,  our  subject,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below;  Monroe,  born  October  18, 
1848,  now  a farmer  near  Effort,  married  (first)  Miss 
Eliza  Dersheimer,  and  (second)  Miss  Alice  Serfass; 
Mahlon  II.,  born  October  2,  1854,  is  the  owner  of  the 
Pleasant  Valley  flouring  mill,  and  at  one  time  held 
the  office  of  county  auditor. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  16,  1847,  M his 
present  homestead,  where  he  has  always  resided. 
For  about  thirty  years  he  has  carried  on  an  extensive 
business  as  a cattle  dealer  in  addition  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  farmland  he  has  won  a high  reputation 
for  sound  judgment  as  a buyer.  He  is  active  in 
local  affairs  as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  held  various  official  positions,  including  that 
of  inspector  of  elections,  while  he  has  done  effective 
work  as  a school  director  for  two  terms  of  three 
years  each,  having  been  elected  in  ,1884  and  1895. 
He  belongs  to  the  Reformed  Church  at  Gilberts,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  deacon  ten  years  and  as  elder 
seven  years,  and  his  sympathies  are  always  on  the 
side  of  advancement. 

On  October  30,  1870,  Mr.  Kresge  was  married 
in  Northampton  county  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Saeger, 
and  four  children  have  blessed  the  union : Emma 

C.  (wife  of  William  Rolen  Everett,  a carpenter  at 
Weisport,  Penn.),  Edwin,  Harry  and  Sally  E.  Mrs. 
Kresge,  who  is  much  esteemed  among  her  acquaint- 


ances, was  born  November  22,  1846,  in  Northamp- 
ton county,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Saeger,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  John  and  Magdaline  (Beartsch) 
Saeger,  who  resides  upon  a farm  in  Northampton 
county.  Her  father  was  born  and  reared  there,  her 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Hun- 
sicker,  was  born  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  a daughter 
of  Jonas  Hunsicker,  a farmer,  and  his  \vife,  Chris- 
tina (Stemler).  In  1851  Daniel  Saeger  removed  to 
Kresgeville,  Monroe  county,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, but  in  1877  lie  removed  to  Northampton  county, 
where  his  wife  died  February  10,  1891,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years.  He  then  made  his  home  with  our  sub- 
ject until  his  death,  April  29,  1897;  he  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years,  ten  months  and  fourteen 
days,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Ivreidersville,  Northampton  county.  He  was  a man 
of  ability  and  influence,  holding  local  office  at  times, 
g.nd  he  and  his  wife  were  much  respected  among 
their  associates.  Mrs.  Kresge  was  the  eldest  of  four 
children,  the  others  being:  Joseph,  a farmer  and 

dairyman  at  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  who  married  Miss 
Vesta  Angler;  Emeline  (deceased),  who  married 
Rudolph  Serfass;  and  Benjamin  L.,  a physician  at 
Nordhoff,  California. 

STEWART  S.  SHAFER.  Few  attorneys 
have  entered  upon  professional  work  with  as  fair 
prospects  as  confront  this  well-known  member  of 
the  Stroudsburg  Bar,  whose  knowledge  of  public 
documents,  gained  by  years  of  service  in  various 
county  offices,  has  given  him  a high  standing  as  an 
authority  in  special  branches  of  law.  While  he  is 
successful  as  a pleader,  his  time  is  largely  occupied 
with  office  practice,  and  many  questions  involving 
investments  and  the  settlement  of  estates  are  en- 
trusted to  his  management. 

The  Shafer  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this 
section,  our  subject’s  great-great-grandfather,  (Ma- 
thias Shafer,  who  was  a German  by  birth,  having- 
made  his  home  in  pioneer  times  in  what  is  now 
Monroe  county.  The  great-grandfather,  Philip 
Shafer,  was  also  a resident  of  that  county,  and  Adam 
Shafer,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  lived  and 
died  in  the  vicinity  of  Shafer’s  school  house,  in 
Stroud  township,  his  death  occurring  when  he  was 
aged  eighty  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Buskirk,  also  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 
This  worthy  couple  had  nine  children : Daniel, 

Amos,  George,  Alonzo  B.,  Julia  Ann  (Mrs.  Jesse 
Weiss),  Margaret  (Mrs.  Daniel  Walter),  Mary 
(Mrs.  Roland  Potter),  Martha  (Mrs.  Barnet  Wal- 
ter), and  Albina  (Mrs.  Levi  Protz). 

The  late  Alonzo  B.  Shafer  was  born  Novem- 
ber 11,  1840,  at  the  old  homestead  near  Shafer’s 
school  house,  and  was  reared  to  farm  work.  After 
attending  the  local  schools  for  a time  he  took  a course 
in  the  academy  at  Stroudsburg,  and  when  a young 
man  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  Hamilton  township, 
Monroe  county.  On  October  16,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  F,  176th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  and  although  the  company  desired  to  elect 
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him  captain  he  declined  that  honor  and  accepted  the 
rank  of  first  lieutenant,  which  he  held  until  mus- 
tered out,  August  i/,  1863.  During  his  term  of 
service  his  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
South,  the  latter  portion  of  the  time  being  spent  in 
eastern  North  Caro'ma.  For  about  one  year  he 
was  engaged  in  farming,  and  then,  purchasing  a 
store  at  bnydersville,  began  a mercantile  career 
which  he  continued  several  years.  On  disposing  of 
the  business  he  bought  the  Snyder  farm,  in  the  same 
locality,  and  again  became  a farmer,  and  a few 
years  later,  forming  a partnership  with  Alexander 
Fiarps,  he  built  a store  room  and  hall  at  Snyders- 
ville,  where  they  conducted  a mercantile  business 
for  some  time. 

In  1878  Mr.  Shafer  removed  to  Stroudsburg, 
and  with  the  exception  of  two  years  (1892-94) 
spent  upon  his  farm  he  continued  to  reside  there 
until  Ins  death,  on  October  3,  1895,  after  an 
illness  of  less  than  one  week's  duration.  FLe 
was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town,  and 
for  many  years  was  a director  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  which  he  helped  to  organize.  Flis 
public  spirit  was  shown  in  many  ways,  and  while 
a young  man  he  was  elected  school  director  in  Ham- 
ilton township,  where  he  also  served  ten  years  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  Being  popular  among  his  ac- 
quaintances, he  was  encouraged  by  them  to  aspire 
to  higher  positions,  and  in  1875  be  announced  him- 
self a candidate  for  the  office  of  prothonotary  and 
clerk  of  the  several  courts  of  Monroe  county.  He 
was  defeated  in  a triangular  contest,  but  in  1878  he 
again  announced  his  candidacy,  and,  as  his  ability 
and  geniality  had  gained  him  many  friends  in  all 
parts  of  the  county  during  the  previous  campaign, 
he  was  elected  by  a large  majority.  In  1881,  1884 
and  1887  ne  was  re-elected,  serving  twelve  years  in 
the  office.  During  his  residence  in  Stroudsburg  he 
continued  to  manifest  keen  interest  in  educational 
affairs,  aild  he  served  one  term  as  school  director. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and 
when  the  mission  was  founded  at  Stroudsburg  he 
not  only  subscribed  generously  toward  the  new 
church  building  but  induced  many  of  his  friends  to 
contribute.  He  also  belonged  to  several  fraternal 
organizations,  including  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellow's, 
and  the  Masonic  Order,  and  the  impressive  ritual 
of  the  latter  society  was  read  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  Assembly  at  his  grave  in  Stroudsburg  ceme- 
tery following  the  ceremony  at  the  church.  His 
first  wdfe,  Emma  J.  Houck,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Houck,  was  born  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  died  in  February,  1875,  aged  thirty 
years.,  ten  months  and  two  days.  In  the  fall  of  1876 
fie  married  Miss  Elmira  Heller,  of  Hamilton  town- 
ship, who  survives  him.  By  his  first  marriage  he 
had  five  children  : Ella  (wife  of  I.  J.  Miller,  of  Phila- 
delphia), Chloe  (wife  of  Frank  H.  Miller,  of  the 
same  city),  Stewart  S.,  Franklin  M.  and  Bertha  E., 
all  of  whom  are  living.  By  the  second  union  there 

are  three  children  : Daniel  H.,  Gertrude  and  Claude  R. 
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Stewart  S.  Shafer  was  born  November  3,  1864, 
at  Snydersville,  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  Co., 
Penn.,  and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  schools 
of  Hamilton  township.  Later  he  attended  the  high 
school  at  Stroudsburg,  and  from  1883  to  1891  lie 
served  in  his  father's  office  as  deputy  phothono- 
tary  and  deputy  clerk  of  the  several  courts  of  Mon- 
roe county.  During  this  time  he  served  at  inter- 
vals as  deputy  treasurer,  making  about  six  years 
altogether  in  that  position,  and  in  1891,  1892  and 
1893,  he  served  as  deputy  register  of  wills  and  re- 
corder of  deeds,  etc.  Notwithstanding  the  pressure 
of  all  these  duties  he  found  time  to  study  law,  having 
registered  April  19,  1886,  with  Hon.  John  B.  Storm, 
and  011  May  23,  1892,  he  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  the  several  courts  of  Monroe  county  as  an  at- 
torney and  counselor  at  law.  Immediately  after 
his  admission  to  the  Bar  he  opened  an  office  in 
Stroudsburg  and  engaged  in  independent  practice, 
meeting  with  success  from  the  outset.  His  ability 
and  efficiency  in  the  dispatch  of  business  entrusted 
to  him  had  already  been  noticed  by  the  public,  and 
his  well-proven  integrity  had  gained  him  their  con- 
fidence. Many  capitalists  have  placed  in  his  hands 
sums  of  money  to  be  loaned  and  invested,  and  it  is 
probable  that  more  funds  of  this  sort  are  managed 
by  him  than  by  any  other  man  in  the  county.  On 
March  8,  1897,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania.  Politically  he  is 
a Democrat,  while  socially  he  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  Society  and  the  Order  of  Red  Men, in  which 
he  is  an  active  worker,  having  served  two  years 
as  secretary  of  the  local  lodge  of  each  organization. 

On  August  3,  1886,  Mr.  Shafer  married  Miss 
Minerva  Pipher,  a native  of  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Lulu  A.,  born  February  10,  1888;  and  Nel- 
lie, born  March  12,  1895. 

A.  A.  WERT MAN,  M.  D.,  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  - Tannersville, 
Monroe  county,  and  has  gained  a leading  place 
in  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  his  skill  and  ability 
being  attested  by  the  liberal  patronage  he  enjoys. 

The  Doctor  was  born  October  2,  1863,  at  West 
Penn,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  Daniel  H. 
Wertman,  who  was  born  in  the  same  county,  Octo- 
ber 20,  1825.  His  grandfather,  David  Wertman, 
was  probably  a native  of  Dauphin  county,  Penn., 
but  when  a young  man  he  located  in  Schuylkill 
county,  and  there  married  Catherine  Hoppes,  who 
was  of  German  descent.  To  them  were  born  four 
children,  namely:  Solomon  (deceased),  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Ohl  and  lived  in  Ohio ; Lydia,  now  the 
widow  of  John  Zettlemoyer  ; David  (deceased),  who 
lived  on  a part  of  the  old  homestead  in  Schuylkill 
county  : and  Daniel  H.,  the  Doctor’s  father. 

Daniel  FI.  Wertman  grew  to  manhood  under 
the  parental  roof,  and  on  attaining  his  majority 
took  the  old  homestead,  carrying  on  farm  work  in 
connection  with  cabinet  making  and  undertaking. 
He  still  oversees  the  operations  of  his  farm.  Polit- 
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ically  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  In  Schuylkill 
county  he  married  Miss  Sally  A.  Zettlemoyer,  and  to 
them  were  born  four  children:  Kate,  now  the  wife 
of  Nathan  Leiby,  of  Leibysville,  Schuylkill  county; 
Jefferson,  who  married  Kate  Fritz,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  East  Penn  township,  Carbon  Co., 
Penn. ; Mary,  the  wife  of  David  Fisher,  of  Reading, 
Penn. ; and  Daniel,  deceased  in  the  winter  of  1899, 
who  married  a Miss  Balliet,  and  was  a farmer  of 
Little  Sandusky,  Ohio.  For  his  second  wife  the 
father  married  Polly  Snyder,  who  was  born  in 
Schuylkill  county,  in  August,  1827,  a daughter  of 
John  Snyder,  and  the  following  children  were  born 
of  this  union : Charles,  who  assisted  in  the  taking 
of  Santiago  during  the  Cuban  war ; he  married 
Martha  Ebie,  and  lives  in  Ashland,  Ohio ; Amandus, 
a carpenter  by  trade,  who  married  Mary  Zehner, 
and  lives  at  Quakake,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Penn. ; A.  A., 
our  subject,  is  the  next  in  the  order  of  birth  ; Welles, 
an  undertaker,  who  married  Alice  Zehner,  and 
makes  his  home  in  Wehr,  Schuylkill  county ; Austin, 
who  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Baltimore, 
Md. ; he  married  Carrie  Longacre,  a sister  to  the 
wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  Dr.  Wertman 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  much  the  same 
manner  as  most  farmer  boys,  his  early  education 
being  acquired  in  the  common  schools.  Later  he 
attended  Palatine  College,  Myerstown,  Penn., 
and  then  entered  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  was  graduated  in  1889.  Imme- 
diately after  his  graduation  he  came  to  Tannersville 
and  opened  an  office,  and  was  not  long  in  building 
up  the  large  and  lucrative  practice  which  he  still 
enjoys,  his  patronage  coming  from  a large  section 
of  Monroe  county. 

On  July  4,  1889,  at  North  Penn.,  Schuylkill 
county,  Dr.  Wertman  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Arabella  Olivia  Longacre,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Amanda  (Sittler)  Longacre.  Twin  boys,  Roy 
Burd  and  Ray  Earl,  were  born  to  them  June  26, 
1890,  but  both  died  in  infancy.  The  Doctor  and  his 
wife  have  a beautiful  home  in  Tannersville,  which  he 
purchased  in  1896,  and  there  hospitality  reigns 
supreme.  Both  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  in  the  social  life  of  the  community  they 
occupy  an  enviable  position.  Like  his  father,  the 
Doctor  is  a stanch  Republican  in  political  sentiment, 
and  he  is  now  serving  his  first  term  as  school 
director  at  Tannersville.  Socially  he  has  belonged 
to  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  since  1889, 
was  district  president  two  terms,  and  is  a charter 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
both  of  Tannersville. 

JOSEPH  E.  CROSS,  a well-known  general 
merchant  and  postmaster  of  Sterling,  Wayne  county, 
is  energetic,  prompt  and  notably  reliable  in  business 
affairs.  He  is  a native  of  Wayne  county,  born  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Sterling  township,  Septem- 
ber 15,  1851,  a son  of  James  and  Mary  A.  (Kipp) 
Ci  oss,  the  former  born  in  Moroe,  Ki Hyman  Parish, 


County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1802,  the  latter  in  Phila- 
delphia, Penn.,  in  1815.  The  father  became  a 
prominent  lumberman  and  farmer  of  Sterling  town- 
ship. He  died  there  March  29,  1885,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1884,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred 
in  Greene  township,  Pike  Co.,  Pennsylvania.  In  the 
family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the  following 
children:  George,  born  October  3,  1833,  married 
Margaret  Correll,  and  died  July  10,  1881 ; Frances, 
born  November  28,  1834,  died  October  24,  1842; 
Susan,  born  December  19,  1836,  died  October  10, 
1842;  Isaac,  born  May  31,  1838,  died  October  21, 
1842 ; John,  born  August  22,  1842,  died  June  8,  1844 ; 
Susan  M.,  born  March  20,  1844,  is  the  wife  of 
James  D.  Gilpin,  a farmer  of  Sterling  township; 
Samuel  N.,  born  January  23,  1846,  married  Ella  B. 
Anderson,  and  is  a hardware  merchant  of  Sterling; 
Albert  J.,  born  March  17,  1848,  wedded  Mary  E. 
Hildebrant,  and  is  a dry-goods  merchant  of  Ster- 
ling; Joseph  E.  is  the  next  of  the  family;  and 
Horace,  born  August  23,  1855,  died  August  16, 
1859. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Ed- 
ward and  Frances  Cross,  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  Wayne  county  about  1803,  and  located  in 
Sterling  township,  two  miles  southeast  of  Sterling 
postoffice,  where  they  made  their  home  throughout 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  grandfather  pur- 
chased 400  acres  of  timber  land,  and  in  the  midst 
of  the  wilderness  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farm- 
ing. He  died  in  1854,  aged  eighty  years,  and  his 
wife  departed  this  life  April  1,  1852,  aged  seventy- 
four.  Their  children  were  Robert,  who  married 
Julia  Robacker ; James,  father  of  our  subject;  Will- 
iam, who  married  Mary  J.  Hazelton  ; Thomas,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Fisher;  Elizabeth,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  Jemima,  wife  of  Brice 
Blair;  Rachel,  wife  of  Simon  Bortree;  Fannie  J., 
wife  of  Allen  Bortree;  Judith,  wife  of  Charles 
Goodrich ; and  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Nathaniel  Martin. 
The  sons  were  all  farmers  and  lumbermen,  and  all 
died  in  Wayne  county.  The  maternal  grandparents 
of  our  subject,  Isaac  and  Susan  (Vaughn)  Kipp, 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  the 
former  was  also  a lumberman  and  farmer.  He  died 
in  1830,  aged  fifty  years,  and  his  wife  in  1883,  aged 
ninety  years,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in 
Greene  township,  Pike  county.  They  had  six  chil- 
dren : John,  who  married  Hannah  Correll ; Joseph, 
who  married  Sallie  Corey ; Thomas,  who  married 
Sarah'  Noggle,  and  was  drowned  August  24,  1854, 
aged  thirty  years ; Margaret,  who  married  Charles 
Tones;  Maria,  who  married  Matthew  Hodgson;  and 
Mary  A.,  the  mother  of  our  subject. 

Joseph  E.  Cross  completed  his  education  in  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Millersville,  Penn.,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  began  teaching,  his  first  school 
being  Carltons,  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  where 
he  taught  two  terms  of  six  months  each.  He  also 
followed  that  profession  in  Monroe  county,  and 
at  the  same  time  was  engaged  in  repairing  watches 
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and  clocks,  and  in  making  marking  stencils.  Thus 
employed  he  traveled  through  W ayne,  Lackawanna, 
Luzerne  and  Monroe  counties.  In  1876  he  em- 
barked in  merchandising  at  Sterling,  and  a year 
later  was  joined  by  his  brother  A.  J.,  the  firm  being 
known  as  Cross  Brothers.  Together  they  carried 
on  operations  for  four  years,  and  were  then  joined 
by  Samuel  N.,  at  the  same  time  purchasing  the  stock 
of  E.  A.  Stevens,  a merchant  of  the  same  place.  In 
the  fall  of  1890  our  subject  bought  out  the  firm  of 
Simons  Brothers,  whose  store  he  still  conducts,  and 
when  Cross  Brothers  dissolved  partnership  the  fol- 
lowing vear  he  took  the  grocery  stock,  A.  J.  Cross 
the  dry-goods,  and  S.  N.  Cross  the  hardware. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Sterling  township, 
Mr.  Cross  was  married,  June  1,  1880,  by  Rev.  W.  H. 
Gavitt,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Neville,  and  they  have  become  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  namely:  Susan  J.,  born  March 
25,  1882 ; Katie  M.,  born  June  6,  1883  ; Carl  J.,  born 
February  25,  1885,  died  February  13,  1887;  Royal 
J..  born  April  1 1,  1886  ; Stella  I.,  born  June  22,  1888  ; 
Myrtle  A.,  born  August  17,  1889;  and  Lowell,  born 
February  7,  1896.  Mrs.  Cross  was  born  in  Uhlers- 
vitle,  near  Easton,  Penn.,  September  30,  1853,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Catherine  (Croak)  Neville, 
natives  of  Ireland.  The  father  was  born  in  No- 
vember, 1831,  a son  of  Joshua  and  Mary  A.  (Cross) 
Neville,  who  emigrated  to  the  New  World  in  1848; 
and  the  mother  is  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mar- 
garet (Shay)  Croak,  who  came  from  Ireland  to 
America  in  1850.  Mrs.  Cross  is  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  five  children,  the  others  being  Thomas, 
a farmer  of  Sterling  township ; Julia,  wife  of  Seth 
Bortree,  a farmer  of  the  same  township ; Katie,  who 
is  with  her  parents ; and  Cora  M.,  deceased. 

I11  connection  with  his  other  business  Mr.  Cross 
has  conducted  a blacksmith  shop  and  also  engaged 
in  lumbering,  in  1899  erecting  a steam  sawmill  on  his 
lumber  tract  on  Butternut  creek,  where  he  gives 
employment  to  a number  of  people  of  the  community. 
As  one  of  the  representative  and  prominent  citizens 
he  was  in  1889  called  upon  to  serve  as  treasurer  of 
his  township,  and  in  1890  was  appointed  postmaster 
of  Sterling,  both  of  which  positions  he  is  still  most 
creditably  filling.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  a Methodist  in  religious  faith.  Lie  has  made 
an  untarnished  record  and  unspotted  reputation  as 
a business  man.  In  all  places  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances he  is  loyal  to  truth,  honor  and  right, 
justly  valuing  his  own  self-respect  as  infinitely  more 
preferable  than  wealth,  fame  and  position. 

REV.  BENJAMIN  S.  LASSITER,  sixth  rec- 
tor of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  at  Milford, 
Pike  county,  has  won  the  esteem  of  the  people  of 
that  city  by  his  zeal  and  devotion  in  his  sacred  call- 
ing. The  following  brief  and  simple  history  will 
be  prized,  not  only  by  his  present  parishioners  but 
by  their  descendants,  as  a record  of  a career  that  has 
made  a permanent  impress  for  good  upon  the  com- 
munity. 


Mr.  Lassiter  comes  of  honorable  ancestry,  the 
first  of  the  name  having  come  to  America  from 
Wales,  more  than  250  years  ago.  By  intermar- 
riages the  family  is  connected  with  many  notable 
personages,  including  the  Colonial  Governor  Har- 
vey, of  North  Carolina,  William  Blount,  signer  of 
the  Federal  Constitution  of  North  Carolina,  Gov- 
ernors Eden  and  Johnson  of  North  Carolina,  and 
the  Rhinelander  family  of  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Lassiter  was  born  September  4,  1852,  in 
Oxford,  North  Carolina,  and  was  the  second  of  five 
sons  born  to  Robert  William  and  Kathryn  Blount 
(Skinner)  Lassiter,  both  of  whom  belonged  to  old 
North  Carolina  families,  the  father  being  a son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Lisle)  Lassiter,  who  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  William  Las- 
siter was  a planter.  The  mother  was  a daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin  and  Elizabeth  (Leigh)  Skinner,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a planter  of  Perquimans  county,  N.  C. ; he 
was  one  of  thirteen  children.  Robert  William  Lassiter 
was  born  in  1815  in  Granville  county,  N.  C.,  and  was 
a lawyer  by  profession,  being  a graduate  of  Macon 
College,  Randolph,  Va.  He  practiced  for  many 
years  in  Oxford,  N.C.,  where  he  died,  September  28, 
1891,  and  was  prominent  in  public  affairs,  serving 
for  many  years  as  county  clerk;  for  four  years  as 
State  senator ; as  commissioner  in  bankruptcy ; as 
commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue;  and  as  president 
of  the  Raleigh  & Gaston  railroad.  His  eldest  son, 
Capt.  William  Lassiter,  a graduate  of  West  Point 
Military  Academy,  has  been  an  officer  of  the  16th  U. 
S.  Infantry  for  twenty-seven  years,  and  in  June, 
1898,  was  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  with  the  army  of  in- 
vasion. He  was  wounded  July  2,  on  San  Juan,  but 
recovered  in  a few  weeks.  He  has  filled  with  honor 
to  himself  every  office  to  which  he  has  been  ap- 
pointed, winning  the  affection  of  his  soldiers  and  the 
esteem  of  his  superior  officers.  On  November  9, 
1897,  he  married  Miss  Cora  Armstrong,  of  Cum- 
berland, Md.  The  third  son,  Robert  W.  Lassiter, 
is  in  business  at  his  birthplace,  Oxford,  N.  C.,  where 
he  married  Miss  Letitia  Kittrell ; their  family  con- 
sists of  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  fourth 
son,  Richard  Thornton  Lassiter,  a graduate  of 
Princeton,  has  been  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
century  a clerk  in  the  United  States  Sub-Treasury, 
New  York  City;  he  married  (first)  Miss  Sarah 
Todd,  of  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.  (who  died  the  year  fol- 
lowing their  marriage) , and  (second)  Miss  Caroline 
Doane,  of  New  York  City.  The  youngest  brother, 
James  S.  Lassiter,  has  been  for  more  than  a quarter 
of  a century  with  the  National  Blank  Co.,  of  Holyoke, 
Mass.  He  married  Miss  Rosa  Yardley,  of  Holyoke. 

In  1871  Mr.  Lassiter  was  graduated  from 
Princeton  University  with  honors,  being  made  Clas- 
sical Fellow,  and  in  the  same  year  he  went  to  Ger- 
many to  pursue  a further  course  of  study  in  the 
Universities  of  Berlin  and  Bonn,  and  he  also  attend- 
ed lectures  at  the  Sorbonne,  in  Paris.  On  returning 
to  America  in  1873  he  became  a tutor  at  the  Pauld- 
ing Manor,  Irvington-on-the-Hudson,  and  in  1874 
he  was  appointed  assistant  to  the  rector  of  the 
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Church  of  the  Ascension,  New  York  City.  This 
position  he  held  for  more  than  two  years,  and  in  the 
meantime  he  completed  his  course  in  the  General 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  City,  graduat- 
ing in  "1880.  His  first  charge  was  the  Church  of 
Mohican,  N.  Y.,  and  later  he  was  associated  with  Dr. 
Mortimer  and  Rev.  Mr.  Cranston  in  founding  St. 
Austin’s  school,  at  W.  New  Brighton,  Staten 
Island,  N.  Y.,  spending  four  years  in  this  work. 
In  1890  he  took  charge  of  his  present  parish,  where 
his  efficient  work  brought  about  gratifying  results. 
During  the  nine  years  of  his  service  the  church  has 
been  roofed  with  slate,  the  windows  repaired, 
porches  of  stone  built,  the  rectory  built  and  the 
grounds  graded.  In  1883  Mr.  Lassiter  married 
Miss  Alice  Gordon,  daughter  of  the.  late  Rev. 
George  Sewel  Gordon,  at  one  time  rector  of  St. 
Peter’s  Church,  at  Peekskill,  N.  Y.  Three  children 
have  blessed  this  union : Mary  Thornton,  born  May 

23,  1876,  in  the  rectory  at  Eltingville,  Staten  Island ; 
Benjamin  S.,  Jr.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
months ; and  Kathryn  Blount,  who  was  born  in  Mil- 
ford, March  7,  1892. 

Mr.  Lassiter  is  the  sixth  rector  of  the  parish 
in  Milford.  The  Church  was  begun  as  a mission 
in  1866  by  Rev.  Cortlandt  Whitehead,  now  Bishop 
of  Pittsburg.  From  1866  to  1871  services  were 
held  by  Revs.  Thomas  Thorpe,  Fred  M.  Bird,  Fran- 
cis Mansfield,  Coleman,  Drumm  and  Luson.  The 
corner-stone  was  laid  in  the  summer  of  1871  by 
Rev.  Leighton  Coleman,  now  bishop  of  Delaware, 
and  the  mission  was  organized  into  a parish  April  3, 
1872.  The  first  rector  was  Rev.  William  B.  Hooper, 
who  had  charge  of  the  parish  from  1872  to  1875. 
The  second  rector  was  Rev.  A.  H.  Gessner,  who  re- 
mained from  1875  to  1878.  During  this  rectorship 
the  debt  of  over  $1,000  was  paid  off,  and  many  im- 
provements made.  Mr.  Gessner  was  a native  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  became  a business  man  in  New 
York  City,  but  later  left  business  life  to  take  Holy 
Orders.  He  met  with  great  success  in  his  work, 
but  was  suddenly  stricken  with  paralysis  which  left 
him  crippled  on  the  left  side.  For  twenty  years 
after  this  he  labored  earnestly,  first  at  Milford  and 
then  at  St.  Mary’s  Beechwood,  near  Sing  Sing, 
N.  Y.  He  was  a man  of  great  force  of  character 
and  of  rare  social  qualities,  and  had  the  faculty  of 
attaching  others  to  himself  in  an  unusual  degree. 
His  influence  over  young  men  is  shown  in  the  fact 
that  all  the  young  men  of  his  household — his  two 
sons,  Richmond  IT.  and  Anthon  H.  Gessner,  and 
his  nephew,  Alonzo  C.  Stewart — followed  his  ex- 
ample and  became  clergymen.  The  third  rector, 
Rev.  Samuel  Edwards,  remained  from  1879  to  1881. 
The  fourth  rector,  Rev.  d'Estaing  Jennings,  from 
1883  to  1885.  The  fifth  rector,  Rev.  Edward  Sil- 
van Cross,  who  served  from  1885  to  1887,  was  in 
business  for  some  years  before  entering  the  ministry, 
was  an  active  worker  in  the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  in  Boston  under  Philips  Brooks,  afterward 
Bishop  Brooks.  Mr.  Cross  was  a man  of  wide 
reading,  and  being  gifted  with  a good  memory,  was 


a most  interesting  conversationalist,  while  his  geni- 
ality made  warm  friends  of  all  his  parishioners. 
After  his  rectorate  at  Milford  he  was  for  a number 
of  years  in  Silver  City  and  San  Marcial,  N.  Mex., 
was  member  of  the  standing  committee  and  examin- 
ing Chaplain  for  New  Mexico.  Hon.  Edgar  Pin- 
chot  was  warden  of  the  Church  for  twenty-five 
years,  from  1871  to  1896.  The  seventh  rector,  Rev. 
Charles  Blake  Carpenter,  succeeded  Rev.  B.  S.  Las- 
siter in  May,  1899,  was  married  in  the  autumn  of 
1899  to  Miss  Evelyn  Burbank  Smith,  of  New  York 
City.  He  has  filled  a short  space  of  time  with  many 
good  works,  and  gives  every  promise  of  magnificent 
success. 

MAITLON  H.  IvRESGE,  proprietor  of  the 
Pleasant  Valley  Flouring  Mill,  in  Polk  township, 
Monroe  county,  is  an  able  and  successful  business 
man,  and  is  also  well  known  in  local  political  circles, 
his  genial  and  polished  manners  and  excellent  quali- 
ties of  character  making  him  popular  among  all 
classes.  The  mill,  which  he  purchased  a quarter  of 
a century  ago,  was  built  in  1853  by  Frederick  Shupp, 
and  occupies  a fine  site  affording  unfailing  water 
supply  to  the  twenty-five  horse  power  machinery 
with  which  the  grinding  is  done.  The  spot  is  his- 
toric on  account  of  desperate  struggles  with  the  In- 
dians, a family  having  been  massacred  there  and  a 
mill  burned  in  early  days. 

Mr.  Ivresge  was  born  October  2,  1854,  in  Polk 
township,  Monroe  county,  a son  of  George  W. 
Kresge,  and  grandson  of  William  Kresge,  who  set- 
tled in  that  locality  in  1765  upon  a farm  which  is  still 
in  the  possession  of  the  family.  This  worthy 
pioneer  married  Hannah  Serfass,  and  had  eight  chil- 
dren: William,  Jacob,  George  W.,  Joseph,  Hannah, 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  and  Susan. 

George  W.  Kresge,  our  subject's  father,  was 
a native  of  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he 
passed  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Lie  was  an 
influential  citizen,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  holding  various  township  offices,  while 
he  also  manifested  great  interest  in  religious  work 
as  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  died  in 
1887  aged  seventy-one  years;  his  wife  Sally  (Ivun- 
kel)  died  a year  later  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Pleasant  Val- 
ley cemetery.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  eight  children,  the  others  being:  Cath- 

erine, wife  of  George  Anglemayer,  a blacksmith  of 
Polk  township,  Monroe  county;  Christianna  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Reuben  Frabel,  of  Kunkle- 
town,  Monroe  county;  Lavina,  who  died  in  child- 
hood ; Paul,  a merchant  at  Stamersville,  who  married 
Miss  Mary  Stemler, ; Salina,  who  married  Nathan 
Hawk,  a carpenter  of  Northampton  county;  Free- 
man, a farmer  in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Sayers ; and  J.  Monroe,  a 
farmer  in  Chestnut  Llill  township,  Monroe  county, 
who  married  (first)  Eliza  Dersheimer,  and  (second) 
Alice  Serfass. 

During  his  youth  our  subject  enjoyed  the  usual 
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■educational  privileges  of  country  boys,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  he  purchased  his  present  mill  from  the 
David  Hawk  estate.  The  business  being  unfamiliar, 
he  hired  for  a year  an  experienced  workman,  but  he 
has  since  run  the  mill  himself.  Politically  Mr. 
Kresge  is  a Democrat,  and  in  1886  he  was  elected 
county  auditor  for  the  term  of  three  years.  In  1898 
he  was  prominently  mentioned  for  the  office  of  sher- 
iff, but  the  nomination  finally  fell  to  another  party. 
For  two  years  past  he  has  served  as  deacon  in  the 
Reformed  Church  at  Gilberts,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  associated  helpfully  with  all  progressive  move- 
ments of  the  community. 

On  February  16,  1878,  Mr.  Kresge  was  mar- 
ried, at  Lehighton,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Amanda  Dor 
shinier,  and  four  children  have  brightened  the  home: 
Cora,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months;  Sally, 
who  died  July  1,  1884,  aged  two  years  and  eight 
months  (she  slipped  away  from  her  mother  and  went 
to  the  mill,  where  she  "fell  into  the  race  and  was 
drowned)  ; Mary  and  S.  Olive,  at  home,  the  former 
a pupil  in  the  Polytechnic  Institute  at  Gilberts.  Mrs. 
Kresge  was  born  May  12,  1852,  in  Polk  township, 
Monroe  county,  daughter  of  George  Dorshimer,  and 
granddaughter  of  John  and  Anna  Dorshimer,  all 
residents  of  Monroe  county.  George  Dorshimer, 
Mrs.  Ivresge’s  father,  was  a farmer  by  occupation 
and  throughout  his  life  was  a steadfast  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a Lutheran,  and  he  and"  his  wife  were  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  at  Gilberts.  He  died  in  1896, 
aged  eighty-eight  years;  his  wife  Fanny  (Shupp), 
who  was  born  in  1811,  died  in  1888,  their  remains 
being  interred  at  the  Pleasant  Valley  Church  ceme- 
tery. They  had  eight  children  : Peter,  a carpenter 

in  Chestnut  Hill  township ; Anna,  widow  of  Charles 
Fisher,  of  Kresgeville ; Katie,  who  married  Jerome 
Kresge,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township ; Lucinda,  who 
married  Daniel  Haney,  of  Brodheadsville,  Penn., 
now  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace ; John,  who  mar- 
ried Lucinda  Gregory,  and  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead; Augusta,  who  married  (first)  William  Gil- 
bert and  (second)  John  Winsborough,  of  Pen  Argyl, 
Penn.;  Amanda,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Fanny, 
who  married  Tilman  Serfass,  superintendent  of  the 
schools  in  Monroe  county.  The  Shupp  family,  to 
which  Airs.  Ivresge’s  mother  belonged,  is  well  known 
in  this  section,  and  her  parents,  Peter  and  Margaret 
(Hawk)  Shupp,  were  residents  of  Monroe  county. 

MARSHALL  M ERWIN,  of  Stroudsburg, 
Monroe  county,  is  the  agent  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  at  that  place,  the  branch  being  known  as 
the  Atlantic  Refining  Company,  and  he  enjoys  an 
enviable  reputation  in  business  circles  for  sound 
judgment  and  executive  ability. 

Air.  Merwin  was  born  February  6,  1852,  in 
Tunkhannock  township,  Alonroe  county,  and  is  of 
French  descent  in  the  paternal  line,  his  great-grand- 
father, Jacob  Merwin,  having  been  the  first  of  the 
family  to  make  his  home  in  America.  Peter  Merwin, 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  resided  in  Tunkhannock 


township,  Monroe  county,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
Sarah  (Denton),  had  ten  children:  (1)  John,  now 
deceased.  (2)  Jacob  died  many  years  ago.  (3) 
Denton,  a Methodist  minister,  went  to  California 
thirty  years  ago,  and  is  now,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine,  serving  as  city  missionary  at  East  Los  An- 
geles ; his  son  Scott  went  to  sea  in  early  manhood 
and  has  never  been  heard  from  since.  (4)  Fannie 
married  Dr.  Jacob  Rupert,  and  died  near  Sciota, 
Penn.,  leaving  a large  family.  (5)  Amanda,  who 
resides  in  Stroudsburg,  is  the  widow  of  Jesse  Farel. 
(6)  George  W.  is  mentioned  below.  (7)  Peter, 
who  was  at  one  time  Sheriff  of  Alonroe  county,  died 
in  Tunkhannock  township.  (8)  Mary  A.  mar- 
ried Robert  Sleath  and  died  in  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.  (9)  Sarah  died  in  girlhood  . (10)  William 

is  a resident  of  Clifton,  Lackawanna  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

George  W.  Merwin,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  January  16,  1816,  in  Tunkhannock  township, 
Alonroe  county,  and  died  in  Alarch,  1899.  He  was 
married  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county, 
to  Miss  Sallie  Warner,  who  was  born  in  1818,  near 
Tannersville,  and  died  in  the  winter  of  1895.  They 
had  the  following  children:  Josiah,  a blacksmith  at 
Tobyhanna  Mills  ; Wilson  a laborer  at  Emporia,  Ivans. ; 
Delilah,  who  married  W.  Bowers,  formerly  of 
Tobyhanna  township,  Alonroe  county,  but  now  a 
resident  of  Wilkes  Barre;  Luther  (deceased),  for- 
merly a carpenter  at  Houtzdale,  Penn. ; Edwin,  a 
farmer  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county; 
Marshall,  our  subject;  Emma,  who  married  Edwin 
Wilson,  and  resides  at  the  old  home  in  Tunkhannock 
township;  and  Augustus  (deceased),  who  was  a 
laborer  by  occupation. 

Our  subject  received  a district-school  education 
in  his  native  township,  and  for  a short  time  he  was 
engaged  in  teaching  there.  On  leaving  home  he 
went  to  Pittston,  Penn.,  where  he  was  employed  by 
a wholesale  oil  and  powder  agent  for  about  seven 
years.  As  he  became  familiar  with  the  details  of 
that  work  his  abilities  attracted  attention  and  since 
1887  he  has  held  his  present  responsible  position 
with  the  Standard  Oil  Cmpany.  On  June  5,  1877, 
he  married  A'liss  Sallie  Bond,  of  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  one  son  has  blessed  the 
union,  Robert  R.,  born  July  16,  1883.  They  have 
also  an  adopted  son,  George  Merwin,  born  October 
16,  1877.  In  1896  Mr.  Merwin  completed  a hand- 
some residence  in  Main  street,  Stroudsburg,  which 
is  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  the  city.  He  and 
his  wife  are  popular  socially,  and  they  take  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  all  the  topics  of  the  day.  Their 
library,  which  is  extensive  for  a private  collection, 
contains  a well-selected  stock  of  books,  affording  a 
sure  indication  of  culture  and  literary  taste.  In 
politics  Air.  Merwin  is  a Prohibitionist,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  active  in  religious  work  .as  members  of 
the  Reformed  Church. 

Mrs.  Merwin  was  born  January  30,  1852,  in 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  Alonroe  county,  and  is 
probably  of  French  descent  on  the  paternal  side. 
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Her  grandfather,  John  Bond,  was  a resident  of 
Monroe  county,  and  her  father,  George  Bond,  was 
born  there  in  1812,  and  made  his  home  in  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  where  he  died  in  1876.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth  (Ivreige),  was  born  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, in  1820,  and  now  resides  with  our  subject. 
They  had  ten  children  : Hannah,  who  married  (first) 
a Mr.  Singer,  and  (second)  William  Keichler,  re- 
siding at  West  Pitston ; William,  who  died  from 
diphtheria  at  the  age  of  twenty-one ; Philip,  who 
enlisted  in  1862  in  Company  B,  51st  P.  V.  I.,  and 
was  killed  six  weeks  later  (on  May  8,  1862)  in  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness ; Angeline,  wife  of  F.  W. 
Born,  a barber  at  Stroudsburg ; Lucinda,  who  died 
in  childhood  from  diphtheria ; Sallie,  Mrs.  Merwin ; 
Jerome,  a farmer  in  Tompkins  county,  N,  Y. ; Finan- 
dus,  a farmer  in  Chestnut  Hill  township;  Manda, 
wife  of  Lafayette  Hauck,  of  Monroe  county;  and 
Emma,  who  married  Louis  Wallace,  of  Strouds- 
burg. 

WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  GREGG.  In  past 
ages  the  history  of  a country  was  the  record  of  wars 
and  conquests ; to-day  it  is  the  record  of  commer- 
cial activity,  and  those  whose  names  are  foremost 
in  its  annals  are  the  leaders  in  business  circles.  The 
conquests  now  made  are  those  of  mind  over  matter, 
not  of  man  over  man,  and  the  victor  is  he  who  can 
successfully  establish,  control  and  operate  extensive 
commercial  interests.  Among  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  business  men  of  Llawley,  Wayne 
county,  is  William  A.  Gregg,  junior  member  of  the 
well-known  mercantile  firm  of  Woodward  & Gregg. 

Mr.  Gregg  was  born  near  Schenectady,  N.  Y., 
May  30,  1852,  a son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Fisher) 
Gregg,  also  natives  of  Schenectady  county,  the 
former  born  near  the  town  of  Schenectady,  Decem- 
ber 19,  1824,  the  latter  in  Glenville,  September  9, 
1829.  They  were  married  July  20,  1848.  In  early 
life  the  father  was  employed  as  foreman  by  the 
contractors  building  the  track  known  as  the  Hones- 
dale  branch  of  the  Erie  railroad,  between  Lacka- 
waxen  and  Hawley,  which  has  since  been  extended 
to  Honesdale ; was  later  employed  as  conductor  for 
many  years ; and  for  eight  years  served  as  vardmas- 
ter  at  Hawley,  where  he  made  his  home  from  1862 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  24,  1892,  at 
the  home  of  our  subject.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  cemetery  at  that  place.  As  a business 
man  he  met  with  excellent  success,  which  enabled 
him  to  spend  his  last  years  in  retirement  from  active 
labor.  The  mother  died  November  22,  i860,  while 
the  family  were  living  in  New  York  City,  where  the 
father  served  as  foreman  for  Fairchilds,  Walker  & 
Co.,  contractors  building  the  reservoir.  She  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  Both  were  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
while  politically  the  father  was  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  socially  was  a Master  Mason. 
Of  their  two  children,  Mary  E.,  born  September  11, 
1854,  died  July  17,  1857. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Will- 


iam and  Anna  (Darrow)  Gregg,  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  New  York  State,  where  the  former  engaged 
in  farming  until  his  death.  He  passed  away  in 
early  life,  but  his  wife  lived  to  a ripe  old  age.  Their 
children  were  Eleazor,  who  died  at  Little  Falls,  N. 
Y. ; Tryphena,  who  married  Gilbert  Little  (both  are 
now  deceased)  ; Barbara,  who  married  William 
Kelly  (both are  deceased)  ; Hannah,  deceased  wife  of 
Alexander  Fisher,  a brother  of  our  subject’s  mother ; 
Daniel,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Andrew,  who  died 
at  Union  Dale,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. ; George, 
who  died  at  Schenectady,  N.  Y. ; and  Prudence  A., 
wife  of  Charles  Plath,  engineer  on  the  Gravity  rail- 
road, and  a resident  of  Carbondale,  Pennsylvania. 

Alexander  and  Agnes  (Browh)  Fisher,  the 
maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Scotland,  and  on  coming  to 
America  located  at  Glenville,  N.  Y.,  where  the  for- 
mer engaged  in  farming,  and  where  they  spent  their 
remaining  days.  Of  their  children,  Andrew  is  still 
a resident  of  Glenville  ; Thomas  lives  in  Hebron,  111. ; 
Eliza  died  unmarried ; William  is  a merchant  of 
Hebron,  111. ; Alexander  married  Hannah  Gregg, 
mentioned  above ; Mary  was  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject; John  is  a civil  engineer  of  Hebron;  and  Isabel 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Bennett,  an  attorney,  of  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother  William  A.  Gregg 
lived  with  his  maternal  grandparents  at  Glenville, 
N.  Y.,  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he 
came  to  Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  his  father 
was  located,  attending  the  village  schools  for  the 
first  two  years  after  his  arrival.  He  then  clerked 
in  the  general  store  of  Levi  Barker  for  seven  years, 
and  for  several  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  as  clerk.  In  1887,  in  part- 
nership with  C.  LI.  Woodward,  he  embarked  in 
merchandising,  in  which  he  has  since  successfully 
engaged. 

Mr.  Gregg  was  married,  in  Hawley,  January  24, 
1883,  to  Miss  Helen  R.  Snyder,  Rev.  W.  B.  West- 
lake,  a Methodist  Episcopal  clergyman,  officiating, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children : 
D.  Raymond,  who  was  born  November  18,  1883, 
and  died  February  n,  1886;  Mary  E.,  born  January 
5.  1886;  Jessie  M.,  born  June  15,  1889;  and  George 
W,  born  March  10,  1891. 

Mrs.  Gregg  was  born  at  Hawley,  February  24, 
1853,  a daughter  of  Abram  and  Jane  (Womelsdorf) 
Snyder,  the  former  born  in  Greenfield,  Luzerne  Co., 
Penn.,  December  20,  1819,  the  latter  in  Reading, 
Penn.,  December  25,  1820.  They  were  married  Sep- 
tember 14,  1842,  and  became  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Frances,  born  May  22,  1843,  is 

the  wife  of  Dighton  Daniels,  of  Hawley,  a clerk  for 
the  Erie  Railroad  Co. ; Emma  R.,  born  May  5,  1845. 
is  the  wife  of  Samuel  K.  Dodd,  a carpenter  and 
builder;  Jane  A.,  born  August  11,  1847,  is  the  wife 
of  George  Ammerman,  of  Hawley;  Abram  R.,  born 
February  19,  1851,  is  a railroad  conductor,  residing* 
in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Helen  R.  is  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject ; Myron  1 .,  born  August  2,  1855,  *s  a druggist  in 
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Hawley;  Samuel  W.,  born  December  25,  1857,  died 
July  3,  1863;  and  Mary  E.,  born  October  18,  1861, 
resides  with  her  mother  in  Elawley.  The  father, 
who  was  a cabinet  maker  by  trade,  was  made  super- 
intendent of  the  Pennsylvania  car  shops  in  Hawley, 
and  died  at  that  place  September  5,  1863.  He  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  a Republican  in  politics. 

Socially,  Mr.  Gregg  is  a prominent  member  of 
the  F.  & A.  M.  Lodge  No.  305,  of  Hawley,  of  which 
he  is  past  master,  and  religiously  is  a leading  and  in- 
fluential member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  is  serving  as  steward ; while  politically 
he  is  identified  with  the  Republican. party.  He  is  a 
valued  and  honored  citizen  of  Hawley,  is  a man  of 
sterling  worth  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  ltis 
name  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  his  adopted  city. 

JOHN  W.  ANDREWS.  The  Latin  name 
Andreas  signifies  “manly,”  or  “like  a man,”  and  is 
generallv  supposed  to  have  originated  with  Andrew, 
the  first  called  of  our  Savior’s  apostles.  He  was 
born  at  Bethsaida,  the  son  of  Jonas,  arid  the  brother 
of  Peter,  and  became,  first,  a disciple  of  John  the 
Baptist.  Scripture  tells  us  but  little  of  him,  but 
Origen  says  he  preached  in  Scythia,  and  St.  Jerome 
says  he  preached  in  Achaia.  Tradition  tells  that  he 
was  crucified  at  Patras,  in  Achaia,  on  a cross  in  the 
form  oLthe  letter  X.  St.  Andrew  became  the  patron 
Saint  of  Scotland.  The  name  has  become  common  in 
England,  and  from  the  earliest  history  men  bearing 
tbe  name  Andrew  or  Andrews  have  been  close  to 
the  ruling  sovereign — friends  of  those 

Monarchs— the  powerful  and  the  strong — 

Famous  in  the  history  and  the  song 
Of  olden  time. 

The  books  of  heraldry  give  full  and  complete 
descriptions  of  the  coats  of  arms  belonging  to  dif- 
ferent families,  according  to  the  spelling  of  the 
name,  but  these  insignia  of  rank  are  of  small  moment 
in  a country  of  republican  institutions,  and  regard- 
less of  the  termination  of  the  name,  be  it  Andrew, 
Andrews,  Andrewes,  Andrus,  Andreuss,  Andreas, 
Andres,  Andros,  Andross,  Andrews,  Androwes,  An- 
drose,  or  Andores,  all  have  reached  a common  level 
and  acknowledged  themselves  but  different  branches 
of  the  same  tree.  Tbe  diversity  in  orthography 
might  easily  be  attributable  to  the  clerks,  registrars 
and  ministers  of  a parish,  who  often  spelled  by 
sound,  or  at  least  without  any  attempt  at  verification. 
William  Andrews  came  from  Hampsworth,  Eng- 
land, to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1638  or  1639.  His 
family  spelled*  the  name  Andrews,  but  when  one 
branch,  a few  generations  later,  settled  in  Coventry 
and  Vernon,  Conn.,  the  minister  of  the  parish  re- 
corded the  baptism  of  the  children,  and  called  the 
father  “Anders.” 

John  Andrews,  the  progenitor  of  this  branch 
of  the  family,  came  to  this  country  in  1640  to  avoid 


the  persecutions  that  were  caused  by  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  British  government  at  home.  He  and 
his  wife  Mary  settled  at  Farmington,  Conn.,  where 
their  son  Daniel,  who  was  a large  land  owner  and 
attained  considerable  prominence  in  the  community, 
died  April  16,  1731,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
Daniel  Andrews  had  married  (his  wife’s  name  is 
now  unknown),  and  his  eldest  son,  Daniel,  Jr., 
was  born  at  Farmington  March  9,  1672.  He 
married  Mabel,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Goff,  of  Weth- 
ersfield, and  died  August  21,  1748,  when  he  was 
aged  seventy-seven  years,  and  his  remains  rest  at 
Great  Swamp,  where  a red  sand-stone  monument 
marks  his  grave.  Joseph,  the  eldest  son  of  Dan- 
iel, Jr.,  was  born  1 71 1 at  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and 
on  December  13,  1733,  was  married  (first)  to  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Wilcox,  and  (second)  to  Theoda  Pendal. 
The  eldest  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Wilcox) 
Andrews  was  Daniel,  who  was  born  in  1734  at  South 
Glastonbury,  and  served  in  Second  Company,  5th 
Regiment,  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
married  Anna,  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Lucy 
Eddv,  of  South  Glastonbury,  and  after  her  death 
Mr.  Andrews  was  married  to  Mrs.  Sallie  Brown,  a 
widow  at  East  Hampton,  Conn.,  and  they  became 
early  settlers  at  Hamlinton,  Penn.  John  Andrews, 
Sr.,  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Anna  (Eddy)  Andrews, 
was  born  in  Glastonbury,  and  married  Lucy  Eddy, 
who  died  December  10,  1827.  In  the  family  of 
children  was  born  John,  Jr.,  who  first  saw  the  light 
December  14,  1792,  and  on  August  23,  1818,  mar- 
ried Amanda  Hamlin,  who  was  born  May  3,  1799, 
and  lived  at  Salem,  Penn.  After  her  death  he  mar- 
ried Betsey  Hollister,  who  was  born  November  3, 
1801,  and  died  August  n,  1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  years.  He  owned  125  acres  of  land  in  Salem 
township,  was  one  of  its  substantial  citizens,  and 
died  January  2,  1850,  a faithful  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  was  the  father  of 
the  following  children : Abner,  mention  of  whom 

is  made  below;  Andrew  J.,  born  January  25,  1824, 
was  married  December  30,  1846,  to  Harriet  L.  Jones, 
of  Salem  township;  Amanda  J.,  born  November  28, 
1825,  was  married  September  13,  1854,  to  Anson 
Bidwell,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Abigail  M., 
born  December  7,  1827,  died  June  3,  1855  ; Asahel 
C.,  born  January  25,  1832,  was  married, December  29, 
1853,  to  Eliza  McLean;  Mary,  born  February  25, 
1842,  was  married  December  25,  1866,  to  Thomas 
B.  Engle,  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war ; and  Martha, 
born  August  20,  1843,  married  December  25,  1866, 
to  Frank  Engle,  also  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion. 

Abner  Andrews  was  born  October  3,  1822,  in 
Salem  township.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation 
and  a faithful  follower  of.  the  teachings  of  the 
Methodist  faith.  On  November  4,  1845,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Phoebe  Orinda  Peet,  of  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  who  died  October  3,  1890.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Salinda,  widow  of  William  Jones,  a 

farmer  of  Lake  Ariel ; Adelaide,  wife  of  John  W. 
Watson,  a farmer  of  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county ; 
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Ann  E.,  wife  of  Henry  Blake,  a farmer  of  Hamlin- 
ton ; and  J ohn  W. 

John  W.  Andrews,  the  subject  proper  of  this  re- 
view, was  born  in  Salem  township,  June  24,  i860. 
The  home  farm  was  the  scene  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  and  continued  to  be  his  abiding  place  until 
he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  Hav- 
ing a desire  to  enter  the  mercantile  business,  he  went 
to  Jermyn,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  started 
the  first  cash  store  known  in  that  vicinity.  For 
four  years  he  carried  on  this  business  with  no  little 
success,  and  then  returned  home  and  worked  on  the 
farm  for  three  years.  The  attractions  of  the  mer- 
cantile world  were  strong,  and  Mr.  Andrews  found 
it  impossible  to  resist  the 

Divinity  that  shapes  our  ends, 

Rough  hew  them  how  we  will. 

and  in  January,  1S93,  he  purchased  his  present  gen- 
eral store  at  Lake  Ariel,  from  Edgar  Simons,  and 
has  built  up  a lucrative  trade.  On  January  9,  1894, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster,  and  now  finds  his  time 
is  well  taken  up  with  the  duties  attendant  upon  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  obligations  to  the  govern- 
ment and  the  management  of  his  own  extensive  in- 
terests. Courteous  and  genial,  of  honest,  upright 
purpose,  he  has  won  customers,  and  of  the  customers 
he  has  made  firm  friends.  In  his  political  faith  he  is 
a Democrat,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  work 
of  his  party.  For  two  years  he  served  as  poormas- 
ter  of  Salem  township,  and  in  many  ways  has 
evinced  his  willingness  to  do  his  duty  to  his  fellow 
citizens  as  a loyal,  patriotic  American. 

On  September  28,  1882,  Mr.  Andrews  was  mar- 
ried to  Anna  Pellett,  who  was  born  November  28, 
1857,  a daughter  of  Adelbert  and  Mary  J.  ( Ainsley) 
Pellett.  Adelbert  Pellett  was  born  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty March  28,  1827,  and  followed  his  trade  of  car- 
penter and  builder  until  his  retirement  in  1887,  since 
which  time  he  has  resided  with  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Andrews ; he  was  twice  married,  first  to  Mary  T. 
Ainsley  (who  was  born  March  27,  1831,  and  died  at 
Hawley,  Penn.,  March  11,  1863),  by  whom  he  be- 
came the  father  of  three  children : Fannie  M. 

(born  May  29,  1856,  died  June  28,  1838),  Anna 
(Mrs.  Andrews),  and  Clarence  (born  January  6, 
i860,  died  April  5,  1866)  ; his  second  wife  was  Miss 
Amanda  Tyler  (who  was  born  October  1,  1833,  and 
died  June  8,.  1866),  and  by  her  he  had  one  child, 
Adelbert  (born  May  5>  1866,  died  September  26, 
1 866).  Mr.  Pellett  is  a Republican  in  political 
faith,  and  a Methodist  in  religious  belief ; he  is  a fine 
type  of  the  self-made  man  peculiar  to  our  country. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  has  been 
blessed  by  the  advent  of  four  children : Lena  Pearl, 
Adelbert,  Marjorie  L.  and  A.  Densy.  Mrs.  An- 
drews is  a refined  and  intelligent  lady,  and  presides 
u ith  giacious  dignity  over  their  charming  home. 
Mi.  Andrews  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
town,  and  is  a popular  member  of  the  O.  LI.  A.  M., 
and  of  Anthracite  Commandery  No.  21 1,  Scranton, 
Penn.,  A.  & I.  O.  K.  of  M.,  and  has  received  the 


Red  Cross  degree.  Progressive  and  well  versed 
on  the  topics  of  the  time,  he  is  one  of  those  citizens 
on  whom  rests  much  of  the  responsibility  for  ad- 
vanced reforms. 

HON.  EDMUND  B.  HARDENBERGH, 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate  from  the 
Twenty-sixth  Senatorial  District,  is  one  of  Hones- 
dale’s  most  prominent  and  influential  citizens.  Al- 
though well  born  he  may  be  said  to  have  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  as  he  has  made  his 
way  upward  through  circumstances  which  would 
have  discouraged  many,  and  the  following  brief  ac- 
count of  his  life  and  character  will  doubtless  be  an 
inspiration  to  ambitious  youths  in  future  years. 

Mr.  Hardenbergh  was  born  July  31,  1846,  in 
Wayne  county.  His  father  was  of  Holland-Dutch 
and  English  extraction,  and  his  mother  of  English 
descent.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Leonard  Har- 
denbergh, was  a man  prominent  in  his  day  and  gen- 
eration. He  possessed  a large  tract  of  land  in  New 
York  State,  ceded  to  him  in  the  Hardenbergh  patent, 
and  was  the  owner  of  slaves,  all  of  whom  he  freed 
before  his  death.  His  estate  was  largely  lost  through 
the  endorsement  of  the  paper  of  too  many  friends. 

Leonard  Hardenbergh  married  Mary  Brodhead, 
eldest  daughter  of  Capt.  Luke  Brodhead,  of  Revo- 
lutionary fame,  and  a personal  friend  of  LaFayette. 
Capt.  Brodhead  was  a lineal  descendant  of  Capt. 
Daniel  Brodhead,  who  came  to  America  in  1716, 
and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Brodhead  family  in 
America.  The  children  of  Mary  Brodhead  and 
Leonard  Hardenbergh  were:  Elizabeth,  John, 

Rachel,  Henry,  and  George  Harrison,  who  was  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
at  Marbletown,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1807,  and  died 
at  Hawley,  January  18,  1879.  He  was  married  at 
Bartonsville  in  1831,  to  Harriet,  daughter  of  Major 
Joseph  Barton.  Major  Barton  was  born  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  of  English  parentage  in  1781,  and  died 
at  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  in  1848.  He  was  com- 
missioned major  of  a regiment  of  militia.  He  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Yard,  who  died  in  Washington,  N.  J., 
in  1826  at  the  age  of  36.  Eight  children  were  born 
to  them  as  follows : Charlotte,  Caroline,  Cassandra, 
Harriet,  John  Robinson,  Sarah  Anne,  Matilda 
Hughes,  and  Joseph,  Jr. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife  Major  Barton  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Bartonsville,  Monroe  Co., 
Penn.,  which  was  named  after  him.  -Here  he  was 
proprietor  of  the  “Barton  House’’  (which  still  re- 
mains with  name  intact),  postmaster,  and  part 
owner  of  a mail  and  stage  route  passing  through 
this  place  to  Easton,  Penn.  He  afterward  removed 
to  Canaan  Corners,  still  retaining  his  interest  in  the 
mail  and  stage  route ; where  he  also  kept  hotel  and 
was  postmaster.  Thence  he  removed  to  Honesdale, 
Penn.,  where  he  died.  He  married  Eliza,  youngest 
daughter  of  Elizabeth  Harrison  and  Capt.  Luke 
Brodhead,  for  his  second  wife,  who  survived  him. 
No  children  were  born  to  them. 

Harriet  Barton  was  born  March  11,  1812,  at 
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Washington,  N.  J.,  and  died  at  Hawley  July  28, 
1868.  She  possessed  great  strength  of  character, 
and  wisdom  to  a marked  degree.  She  was  a Chris- 
tian in  word  and  deed,  and  universally  beloved. 
The  fact  Of  her  being  left  motherless  at  an  early 
age,  with  her  younger  brothers  and  sisters  to  care 
for,  may  have  strengthened  these  natural  character- 
istics. While  a young  girl  attending  school  in  Phil- 
adelphia, she  became  acquainted  with  the  usually 
taciturn  Stephen  Girard,  who  was  a good  friend 
and  who  asked  her  father  if  he  might  adopt  her. 
The  permission  was  not  given.  After  her.  marriage 
to  George  H.  Hardenbergh  she  removed  with  him 
to  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  thence  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
living  first  at  Plonesdale,  where  Mr.  Hardenbergh 
engaged  in  the  dray  business  for  a short  time ; then 
to  Wilsonville,  where  he  manufactured  axe  handles, 
but  soon  moved  to  what  is  known  as  West  Hawley, 
being  one  of  the  first  settlers.  This  place  was  first 
called  Hardenberghville  after  him ; but  on  account 
of  the  unwieldiness  of  the  name  it  was  changed  to 
Plawleysbergh,  then  to  Hawley.  After  coming  to 
this  place  he  was  superintendent  of  a coal  company 
until  his  final  retirement  from  business.  George  and 
Harriet  Hardenbergh  were  charter  members  of  the 
]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Hawley,  which  mem- 
bership they  retained  until  death ; although  both 
were  of  the  Presbyterian  predilection.  Mr.  Har- 
denbergh was  also  a charter  member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge,  and  was  in  every  way  a respected  and  leading 
citizen. 

Of  the  ten  children  born  into  his  family,  Anna 
■Elizabeth,  John,  Leonard  and  Willy  J.  died  in  in- 
fancy and  early  childhood ; Mary  Elizabeth  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  ; Joseph  Barton  enlisted  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  served  the  full  time  and  was 
honorably  discharged  ; he  died  at  Hawley  aged  forty- 
eight.  Franklin  Harmon  died  at  Port  Jervis  in 
June,  1876;  he  was  universally  esteemed.  The 
three  remaining  members  of  this  family  are  Charles 
Harrison,  now  connected  with  railroad  work  and  re- 
siding at  Avoca,  Penn. ; Sara  Louise,  a teacher  of 
music  at  Scranton,.  Penn. ; and  Edmund  Burnham 
Hardenbergh,  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Hardenbergh  was  reared  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hawley,  and  attended  school  at  that  place  for  some 
time.  At  an  earlv  age  he  evinced  a strong  disposi- 
tion to  carve  his  own  fortune  and  to  assist  his  fam- 
ily. After  much  importunity  his  mother  yielded 
to  his  wish  to  be  a bread-winner.  She  was  willing 
to  make  any  sacrifice  to  educate  her  children,  but 
wished  to  foster  the  spark  of  rugged  independence 
in  her  boy,  and  expected  him  to  soon  tire  of  the  work 
and  to  return  to  school.  He  was  thus  permitted  to 
become  a slate  picker  when  eight  years  old.  Even 
at  this  age  he  was  noted  for  his  thoughtful  yet  cheer- 
fid  disposition,  and  innate  consideration  for  others, 
while  his  conduct  was  always  marked  by  practical 
common  sense,  and  on  this  account  he  was  soon  pro- 
moted to  carry  water,  or  to  act  in  any  capacity  his 
strength  would  permit ; but  this  career  was  cut  short 


by  his  falling  iiFo  the  canal  basin ; fortunately  he 
was  rescued  from  drowning  when  going  down  the 
third  time.  For  weeks  his  life  was  despaired  of,  but 
health  was  restored  through  a tender  mother’s  watch- 
fulness, and  he  then  went  to  school.  The  ever  thought- 
ful care  of  his  mother  was  returned  in  later  years 
by  the  earnest  devotion  of  this  son,  as  the  writer  of 
this  article  can  so  well  attest,  she  being  left  a legacy 
to  him  through  his  mother’s  dying  request.  From 
the  home  school  he  went  to  the  Wyoming  Seminary, 
Kingston ; but  not  wishing  to  remain  he  was  sent 
with  his  brother  Franklin  to  the  Normal  School  at 
Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  took  a course  at 
Eastman’s  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie.  Still 
having  a desire  for  active  work,  and  not  wishing  to 
leave  home,  he  accepted  a position  as  brakeman  on 
the  Erie  R.  R.  when  in  his  seventeenth,  year.  Soon 
afterward  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  bag- 
gagemaster,  and  then  to  that  of  conductor,  in  which 
he  served  for  many  years.  Indeed  he  may  be  said  to 
still  hold  this  position,  as  he  has  not  formally  severed 
his  relations  with  the  company,  although  he  is  no 
longer  in  active  service. 

His  integrity  of  character  and  able  work  as 
conductor  brought  him  to  the  favorable  notice  of 
a large  portion  of  the  people  of  this  section,  and  his 
qualifications  for  the  place  being  recognized  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  from  Wayne  county 
in  1885  and  1887  on  the  Republican  ticket.  Having 
served  two  terms  in  the  Lower  House,  he  in  1890 
received  the  support  of  the  delegation  from  his 
county  for  member  of  the  State  Senate,  the  district 
being  composed  of  Wayne  and  Susquehanna  coun- 
ties, but  on  account  of  the  dead-lock  he  withdrew 
his  name ; in  1894  he  was  the  unanimous  choice  of 
the  district,  and  was  elected  to  the  Senate  by  a hand- 
some majority;  in  1898  he  was  re-nominated  for  the 
Senate  without  opposition,  and  after  a bitter  strug- 
gle, on  account  of  factional  disturbances  in  the  Re- 
publican party,  was  re-elected.  His  faithful  discharge 
of  duty  has  justified  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  his  supporters  and  friends  anticipate  for  him 
still  greater  honors,  he  being  prominently  mentioned 
for  the  Republican  nomination  for  Auditor  General, 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1900. 
During  all  these  years  he  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  work  of  the  Republican  organization,  and  at 
different  times  has  been  chairman  of  the  County 
Committee  of  Wayne  county  also  delegate  to  the 
State  and  National  Conventions. 

In  1869  Mr.  Hardenbergh  married  Susan 
Kimble  Pellett,  who  was  born  in  Paupac,  Pike  Co., 
Penn. ; and  two  children  have  blessed  their  union, 
Clara  Louise  and  Raymond  Waite.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hardenbergh  are  prominent  in  the  best  social  circles, 
Mrs.  Hardenbergh  being  a member  of  Grace  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  which  Mr.  Hardenbergh  is  a vestry- 
man. He  is  also  identified  with  various  fraternal 
orders,  including  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  Order  of 
Railway  Conductors  and  the  Masonic  Society,  in 
which  latter  he  has  received  the  Chapter  degrees. 
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FRED  W.  POWELL,  M.  D„  is  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful general  practitioners  of  Honesdale,  Wayne 
county,  and  though  still  a young  man  he  has  estab- 
lished a lucrative  and  growing  practice  in  the  city 
of  which  he  is  a native. 

Dr.  Powell  is  the  eldest  son  of  Seth  W.  and 
Helen  (Bryant)  Powell,  who  are  still  living  in 
Honesdale.  The  father  was  born  in  1838,  in  Eng- 
land, whence  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
America  at  an  early  age,  the  family  locating  in 
Honesdale,  where  he  has  since  resided.  For  many 
years  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  but 
he  is  now  retired  from  active  life.  Flis  family  con- 
sisted of  three  children,  viz:  Fred  W.,  William 

B.  (who  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of  New 
York),  and  Mary  E.  (unmarried). 

h red  W.  Powell  was  born  September  15,  1864, 
and  received  Lis  elementary  training  in  Honesdale, 
subsequently  attending  Lafayette  College,  where 
he  took  a special  course  in  chemistry.  His  med- 
ical education  was  acquired  in  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College,  New  York  City,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  188S,  after  which  he  took  charge  of  the 
Post-Graduate  Flospital  and  became  one  of  the  staff 
of  the  Bellevue.  Overwork  in  the  college,  however, 
soon  began  to  tell  on  his  health,  and  as  he  needed 
a change  he  withdrew  from  hospital  work  and  spent 
some  time  in  travel  and  work  elsewhere  to  recuper- 
ate. A few  years  ago  he  settled  down  to  the  duties 
of  general  practice  in  his  native  town,  and  here  he 
has  since  remained,  by  his  skill  and  thorough  fitness' 
for  his  profession  building  up  a clientele  which  is 
certainly  a credit  to  one  of  his  years  and  experience. 
His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Republican 
party. 

WILLIAM  F.  DECKER,  prothonotary  and 
clerk  of  the  courts  of  Monroe  county,  is  one  "of  the 
most  respected  citizens  of  Stroudsburg,  and  his  able 
and  efficient  service  in  his  present  office  gives  no  sur- 
prise to  those  who  have  watched  his  faithful  per- 
formance of  duty  in  other  lines  of  effort.  He  comes 
of  good  pioneer  stock,  and  his  ancestors  for  several 
generations,  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines, 
have  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Bar- 
ney Decker,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  made  his 
home  at  an  early  day  in  what  is  now  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  and  attained  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-four  years.  His  grand- 
mother, Elizabeth  Gunsaules,  lived  to  be  eighty 
years  of  age. 

Our  subject  s father,  Calvin  Decker,  was  born 
in  1825  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  for  many  years  was  a successful  farmer 
in  Stroud  township.  He  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a Methodist, 
he  and  his  wife,  Rosanna  Frutchev,  being  leading 
members  of  the  Church  in  their  locality.  He  died 
in  1892,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1830,  passed 
away  in  1867.  This  worthy  couple  had  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  was  sixth  in  the  order  of 
birth. 


William  F.  Decker  was  born  July  31,  1862,  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Monroe  county.  On  leaving  school 
he  spent  about  five  years  as  a shipping  clerk  in  Phil- 
adelphia, and  later  learned  the  tanner’s  trade.  For 
a number  of  years  he  was  employed  in  the  tannery 
at  East  Stroudsburg  as  bookkeeper  and  superintend- 
ent, continuing  until  January,  1897,  when  he  took 
charge  of  his  present  office,  to  which  he  was  elected 
as  the  regular  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
is  a man  of  pleasing  presence  and  genial  manners, 
and  his  popularity  is  founded  upon  the  solid  basis 
of  character. 

On  September  14,  1887,  Mr.  Decker  married 
Miss  Jeanette  Brown,  who  was  born  in  October, 
1868,  in  Columbia  county,  Penn.,  and  four  children 
have  brightened  their  home  : Rosanna,  Adele,  Helen 
C.  and  G.  Barrett.  Mr.  Decker  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  socially,  and  are  identified  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  is  also  connected  with  sev- 
eral fraternal  orders,  including  Masonic,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men, 
and  Royal  Arcanum.  His  home,  a very  desirable 
one,  is  on  Washington  street,  East  Stroudsburg. 

JOSEPH  GARDNER  BRONSON  (originally 
spelled  Brunson) , a popular  general  merchant  of  South 
Canaan  Corners,  Wayne  county,  is  a true  type  of 
American  progress  and  enterprise.  His  intellectual  en- 
ergy, prudent  business  methods  and  reliable  sagacity 
have  all  combined  to  make  him  one  of  the  ablest  busi- 
ness men  of  Wayne  county.  He  w.as  born  on  the  old 
homestead,  in  South  Canaan  township,  July  2,  1852, 
and  since  reaching  manhood  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  agricultural  and  commercial  in- 
terests of  the  county. 

Owen  Bronson,  his  father,  was  also  a native  of 
South  Canaan  township,  born  May  8.  1805,  and  was 
a son  of  Amos  and  Lucinda  (Lyons)  Bronson,  who 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Danville,  Conn., 
and  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  locating  in  South  Canaan  township 
about  1800.  The  grandfather  was  a very  ingenious 
man,  and  was  a self-taught  millwright.  In  his  fam- 
ily were  six  children,  all  now  deceased,  namely: 
Daniel ; Lyman  ; Noah  ; Owen  ; Mrs.  Mary  Spangen- 
berg,  who  died  in  1894,  when  past  the  age  of 
ninety  years  ; and  Rowena. 

Owen  Bronson  always  made  his  home  in  South 
Canaan  township,  and  during  his  younger  days 
worked  at  the  carpenter’s  and  millwright’s  trades, 
but  later  followed  the  quiet  pursuits  of  farm  life. 
He  was  one  of,  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens 
of  his  community,  and  was  called  upon  to  serve  in 
several  local  offices.  On  March  16,  1829,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clarissa  Swingle,  who 
was  born  in  South  Canaan  township,  August  2, 
1811.  Her  father,  Henry  Swingle,  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Margaret  Enslin,  his  sec- 
ond, Barbara  Thorp.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bronson  were 
both  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
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Church.  He  died  April  27,  1881,  and  she  on  May 
19,  1884,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in 
South  Canaan  township. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children:  Elizabeth,  born  March  27, 

1831,  married  Orris  Abbott  (now  deceased),  and 
she  died  in  1897;  Simon,  born  March  20,  1833,  died 
October  3,  1851;  Harvey,  born  November  2,  1835, 
is  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township;  Rowena, 
born  October  21,  1837,  married  (first)  Dennis  Ful- 
ler, and  after  his  death  wedded  Spencer  Curtis,  of 
South  Canaan  township,  and  she  died  January  8, 
1896;  Michael,  born  October  19,  1839,  is  a ex- 
tractor and  builder  of  Seattle,  Wash: ; Leonard,  born 
June  5,  1841,  was  a contractor  and  builder  of  Corry, 
Penn.,  where  he  died  July  17,  1896;  Amy,  born 
April  2,  1843,  married  William  Bell,  a farmer  of 
Maplewood,  Penn.,  and  died  in  May,  1896;  Ruth, 
born  June  28,  1845,  died  August  6,  1848;  Alexan- 
der, born  August  13,  1850,  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead, which  is  now  the  property  of  our  subject; 
Joseph  G.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; and  \\  illiam, 
born  January  13,  1854,  died  July  6,  1858. 

During  his  boyhood  Joseph  G.  Bronson  became 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  duties  which  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  upon  the  old  home  farm 
he  remained  until  April,  1890,  when  he  came  to 
South  Canaan  Corners.  In  partnership  with  J.  N. 
Swingle,  he  engaged  in  merchandising  for  two 
years,  and  on  selling  out  purchased  his  present  store 
from  Porter  Swingle  and  John  N.  Edwards.  In  his 
new  undertaking  he  has  met  with  excellent  success, 
receiving  a liberal  share  of  public  patronage.  On 
April  20,  1897,  he  was  appointed  by  will  a life 
executor  and  trustee  of  the  estate  of  William  W. 
BronsOn,  who  was  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Carbondale,  and  was  also  an  extensive 
dealer  in  horses  and  other  fine  stock,  leaving  a very 
large  and  valuable  estate.  Besides  his  mercantile 
interests,  Mr.  Bronson  owns  the  old  Bronson  home- 
stead of  164  acres  in  South  Canaan  township. 

In  South  Canaan  Mr.  Bronson  was  married, 
August  25,  1881,  to  Miss  Ida  B.  Swingle,  P.  M. 
Mott  performing  the  ceremony.  She  was  born  in 
that  township,  September  28,  1858,  a daughter  of 
Erastus  C.  and  Abbv  (Kennedy)  Swingle,  who 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  South  Canaan  township ; 
with  the  exception  of  five  years  he  followed  contract- 
ing in  New  York  State.  Her  paternal  great-grand- 
father was  Conrad  Swingle,  and  her  grandparents 
were  John  and  Polly  (Quick)  Swingle,  of  South 
Canaan  township.  There  her  maternal  grandpar- 
ents, Lyman  and  Nancy  (Swingle)  Kennedy,  also 
made  their  home,  while  the  former  engaged  in 
farming. 

Erastus  C.  Swingle  (Mrs.  Bronsons  father) 
engaged  in  teaching  school  in  early  life,  also  con- 
ducted a mercantile  store  in  South  Canaan  for  sev- 
eral years,  but  his  last  days  were  spent  111  farming. 
He  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  community, 
and  most  creditably  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years.  He  was  born  April  12,  1831, 


and  died  June  7,  1895,  while  Mrs.  Bronson's  mother 
was  born  August  8,  1836,  and  died  August  19,  1872, 
both  being  laid  to  rest  in  South  Canaan  cemetery. 
They  were  married  January  28,  1856,  and  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children : Arthur  J., 

born  March  28,  1857,  is  now  a school  teacher  of 
Leonardville,  Ivans.;  Ida  B.,  wife  of  our  subject, 
is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; Clarence  G.,  born  July 
16,  1862,  has  for  the  past  four  terms  served  as  coun- 
ty superintendent  of  schools  in  Riley  county,  Ivans., 
and  is  also  editor  of  the  Kansas  Educator,  being  a 
resident  of  Manhattan,  that  State ; and  Orley  H., 
born  July  2,  1870,  is  a school  teacher  of  Ogden, 
Ivans.  The  father  of  these  children  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Angeline 
(Swingle)  Varney,  and  two  children  were  born  to 
them,  namely:  Cora  E.,  born  November  18,  1877; 
and  Dean  B.,  born  January  6,  1879.  Mrs.  Angeline 
Swingle  was  the  widow  of  Newton  Varney,  by 
whom  she  had  four  children  : Mary  ana  Nellie,  both 
now  deceased ; May,  the  wife  of  Howard  B.  Cam- 
ron,  of  Washington,  Mich.;  and  Joseph  G.,  who 
conducts  a book  store  in  Manhattan,  Kansas. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Bronson  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  has  capably  served  his  fellow 
citizens  in  the  capacity  of  township  treasurer  for 
six  years,  and  school  treasurer  for  five  years. 
With  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  both  he  and 
his  wife  hold  membership,  and  in  the  community 
where  they  have  always  made  their  home  they  have 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 

GILBERT  F.  BORTREE  is  a leading  lumber- 
man and  farmer  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county, 
whose  success  may  be  attributed  to  his  ambition, 
preseverance  and  indefatigable  industry,  combined 
with  sound  business  principles.  His  farm  comprises 
no  acres  of  valuable  land,  part  of  which  is  covered 
with  a fine  growth  of  timber,  estimated  at  600,000 
feet.  During  the  year  1874  Mr.  Bortree  spent  some 
time  in  farming  in  Minnesota,  but  with  that  excep- 
tion he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  Wayne  county,  and  is  numbered  among 
its  valued  and  useful  citizens. 

Mr.  Bortree’s  great-grandparents,  Robert  Bor- 
tree and  wife,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Ireland,  and  that  country  was  the  birthplace  of  sev- 
eral of  their  children.  Among  the  number  was  Ed- 
ward Bortree,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  who  came 
with  his  parents  to  America.  They  purchased  land 
in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Edward  Bortree 
married  Eliza  Gilpin,  and  they  reared  a large  family 
of  children,  among  whom  were  Philena ; Robert 
John,  father  of  our  subject;  Richard;  William  Ed- 
ward ; Mary,  who  wedded  Jabez  Simons,  of  Greene 
township ; Abram,  who  died  when  a young  man ; 
and  Joseph. 

Robert  John  Bortree  was  born  in  Sterling 
township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  in  1849, 
in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  he  was  married, 
by  Rev.  Mendenhall,  an  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss 
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Catherine  Peet,  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Ann 
(Wright)  Peet.  The  children  born  of  this  union 
were  Oliver  T.,  deceased,  whose  home  was  in  Ster- 
ling township  ; Gilbert  F.,  of  this  sketch  ; Anna  Eliza, 
a teacher  at  Clark’s  Summit,  Penn.,  Alary  J.,  wife 
of  Amosy  Van  Campen,  of  Lackawanna  county, 
Penn. ; Edward,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  vears ; 
Emma  R.,  who  died  in  childhood  ; Lydia  A. ; Carrie 
Eva,  deceased  wife  of  Charles  Farringer,  of  Lacka- 
wanna county,  Penn. ; A.  Alinnie,  teacher  at  Clark’s 
Summit ; Leonora,  who  is  teaching  near  that  place ; 
Frederick  G.,  who  died  in  childhood;  and  Cather- 
ine, who  died  in  infancy. 

Gilbert  F.  Bortree  was  born  August  17,  1851, 
in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  and  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  upon  the  old  homestead,  remain- 
ing under  the  parental  roof  until  he  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-six  vears,  and  assisting-  in  the  farm  work. 
He  was  married  in  Sterling  township,  by  Rev.  J.  F. 
Warner,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss 
Fannie  Lee.  who  was  born  in  that  township,  March 
14,  i860,  a daughter  of  Dawson  W.  and  Diana 
(Griffin)  Lee,  the  former  a native  of  Philadelphia, 
the  latter  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.  In  the  Lee 
family  were  only  two  children,  the  other  being  Ella, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  Airs.  Bortree’s 
paternal  grandfather,  Dawson  Lee,  was  a native  of 
Kildare,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  married  Betsy 
Williams,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Philadelphia, 
Penn.  The  great-grandfather,  Robin  Lee,  lived  and 
died  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland.  Her  maternal 
great-grandfather,  Thomas  Griffin,  was  born  in 
Wales  and  when  a small  bov  came  to  America.  His 
son  Thomas  M.  married  Eliza  Potter ; both  were 
born  and  reared  in  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna) 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Bortree:  Clarence  L.,  born  August  5,  1878,  is  at 
home;  Everett  Lloyd,  born  February  28,  1886,  died 
November  21,  of  the  same  year;  Effie  Wray,  born 
October  2,  1887,  is  at  home;  and  Freddy  died  at 
the  age  of  three  months.  Politically  Mr.  Bortree  has 
always  been  a strong  Republican,  and  socially  he  is 
a prominent  member  of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of 
America.  For  eight  years  he  had  the  contract  to 
carry  the  mail  between  Ledgedale  and  Moscow,  and 
in  business  as  well  as  social  circles  he  occupies  an 
enviable  position,  for  he  is  straightforward  and 
honorable  in  all  his  dealings.  At  all  time  he  is 
courteous,  kindly  and  affable,  and  those  who  know 
him  personally  have  for  him  high  regard. 

HORACE  E.  KIPP,  who  is  now  residing  in 
Wilsonville,  Wayne  county,  and  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising,  has  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  his  business  career  been  extensively  interested  in 
the  lumber  business  in  this  section  of  the  State. 
Systematic  and  methodical,  his  sagacity,  keen  dis- 
crimination and  sound  judgment  have  made  him  a 
prosperous  business  man,  and  his  upright  and  hon- 
orable dealings  have  won  for  him  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact. 


Mr.  Kipp  was  born  in  Greene  township,  Pike 
Hannah  (Correll  I Kipp,  natives  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Co.,  Penn.,  December  26,  1843,  a son  of  John  and 
Sterling,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  respectively.  The 
name  of  Kipp  was  originally  spelled  Kip.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Isaac  I.  and 
Susan  (Vaughn)  Kipp,  the  former  a native  of  New 
York  City,  the  latter  of  Philadelphia.  The  grand- 
father, who  was  of  Holland  descent,  went  to  Phila- 
delphia when  a young  man,  and  became  one  of  the 
first  principals  of  the  public  schools  at  Kensington. 
The  Vaughn  family  was  of  English  origin,  and  some 
of  its  members  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Philadelphia,  where  Thomas  Vaughn,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  born. 

By  occupation  our  subject’s  father  was  a farmer 
and  lumberman,  and  for  many  years  he  owned  and 
operated  a sawmill  in  Greene  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.  He  continuously  filled  some  township  office, 
and  also  served  as  auditor  of  Pike  county.  In  Phil- 
adelphia he  held  membership  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  but  as  there  was  no  Church  of  that  denomi- 
nation near  his  home  in  Pike  county,  he  attended 
the  Alethodist  Church.  Fie  died  in  August,  1892, 
aged  seventy-five  years,  his  wife  in  June,  1888,  aged 
sixty-four  years,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children : Isaac  AI.  is  a blacksmith  of 
Nobletown,  Wayne  county;  Horace  E.  is  second  in 
the  order  of  birth;  Benjamin  F.  was  at  one  time  a 
miller,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  and  serving 
as  mail  agent  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county; 
George  W.  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Clark,  Kipp 
& Co.,  extensive  lumbermen  of  Jefferson  county, 
Penn. ; John  A.  is  a resident  of  Alilford,  Penn.,  but 
is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and  in  the  real- 
estate  business  in  New  York  City;  Alary  is  the  wife 
of  S.  Vangorder,  a carpenter  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Susan  is  the  wife  of  T.  H.  Gilpin,  a lumber  manu- 
facturer and  turner  of  Pike  county ; Margaret  A. 
is  the  wife  of  Horatio  Simons,  proprietor  of  the 
Poyntelle  of  Wayne  county;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  J. 
FI.  Banks,  a farmer  of  Pike  county;  Thomas,  who 
died  in  1861  ; Helen,  wife  of  Simeon  Pipper,  an 
engineer  on  the  D.  & L.  R.  R.,  living  in  Scranton ; 
and  Baxter,  a salesman  in  Greentown,  Pike  county. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority  Horace  E.  Kipp 
remained  at  home,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm  and  lumber  woods  and  attending  the  local 
schools  when  his  services  were  not  needed  at  home. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  went  to  Lycoming  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  later  to  Clearfield  county,  devoting 
a year  to  lumbering  in  each  place.  He  then  at- 
tended the  Lowed  Commercial  College  at  Benning- 
ton, N.  Y.,  and  after  his  graduation  returned  to  his 
home  in  Pike  county,  where  he  remained  the  follow- 
ing winter.  He  next  went  to  Chicago  to  seek  em- 
ployment, but  did  not  long  remain  in  that  city.  On 
his  return  home,  he  purchased  his  father’s  mill  and 
lumber  interests  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county, 
continuing  operations  there  for  eight  years,  during 
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which  time  he  built  the  first  circular-saw  mill  in 
that  section  of  the  country.  During  the  following- 
twelve  years  he  was  employed  as  foreman  in  the 
woods  for  Collingwood  & Co.,  and  then  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  the  Paupack  Lumber  Co.,  the 
other  members  of  the  firm  being  Judge  Purdy,  E. 
C.  Mumford  and  Thomas  Medland.  Though  the 
partnership  has  never  been  dissolved  they  carried  on 
operations  for  only  about  two  years.  In  June,  1894, 
Mr.  Kipp  purchased  his  present  store  in  Wilsonville, 
where  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  general 
merchandising,  and  November  10,  1896,  he  re- 

moved to  his  present  home. 

Mr.  Ivipp  was  married  in  Pike  county,  June  24, 
1868,  to  Miss  Mary  Simons,  by  whom  he  has 
two  children : Edith  and  Emma.  Mrs.  Kipp  was 
born  in  that  county,  September  12,  1842,  a daughter 
of  James  and  Ann  (Bell)  Simons,  natives  of  Ireland 
and  Boston,  Mass.,  respectively.  They  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Pike  county,  where  they  died 
at  a ripe  old  age. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kipp  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and 
although  he  has  never  aspired  to  office,  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  fill  a number  of  local  positions,  the 
duties  of  which  he  most  faithfully  performed.  He 
is  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  affiliates  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity. 

BROWN  FAMILY.  From  a sturdy  English 
family,  dwelling  near  the  coast  of  England,  living 
the  virtuous  and  industrious  lives  of  their  fore- 
fathers, three  brothers  at  widely  scattered  periods 
crossed  the  ocean  and  settled  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  where  they  and  their  children  have  become 
useful  and  prominent  citizens.  It  is  especially  fit- 
ting that  in  this  biographical  collection  mention 
should  be  made  of  this  truly  representative  family. 

Thomas  Brown  was  born  in  Marhamchurch, 
where  his  ancestors  had  lived  for  generations  before 
him.  It  is  a small  village  in  the  northeast  part  of 
Cornwall,  England,  about  two  miles  inland  from 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  three  miles  from  the  Devon- 
shire line.  The  family  have  been  mechanics  for  gen- 
erations, and  Thomas  was  boss  carpenter  on  the 
little  canal  that  extends  inland  from  Bude,  used  to 
convey  fertilizing  sands  and  coal  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  farmers,  until  he  began  running  boats  himself. 
The  family  have  been  Wesleyan  Methodists  for  gen- 
erations back.  They  were  among  the  orderly,  in- 
dustrious people  who  were  contented  to  live  and 
die  as  their  fathers  had  done,  firmly  believing  that 
their  reward  awaited  them  in  the  next  world. 
Thomas  Brown  married  Grace  Herd,  and  they  had 
a family  of  ten  children.  He  died  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-three  years.  Three  of  his  children 
came  to  America — Thomas  in  1848,  Samuel  H.  in 
1851,  and  John  R.  in  1873. 

Thomas  Brown  was  a carpenter  and  bridge- 
builder.  Lie  was  county  commissioner  of  Wayne 
county  in  1875,  and  it  was  under  his  direction  that 


the  massive  foundations  of  the  present  courthouse 
were  laid.  He  died  in  1877,  while  in  office.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  wives  being  sisters,  Mary 
and  Elizabeth  Box.  Of  his  children,  Thomas  is 
dead.  John  resides  in  Portland,  Oregon.  Samuel, 
who  died  in  1893,  was  a very  competent  commis- 
sioner’s clerk  for  several  terms ; he  married  Miss 
Emma  Frost,  and  had  a large  family  of  children, 
now  residing  at  Wehawken,  N.  J.  William  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Henderson;  he  died  January  31, 
1898,  at  Tracy ville,  Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  Ilerd  Brown  came  to  America  in  1851, 
when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  first  worked 
at  carpentering  with  his  brother  Thomas,  and  after- 
ward learned  the  millwright  trade  of  D.  W.  Church, 
of  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  while  with  him  attend- 
ing Stoddard’s  school,  at  Bethany.  In  1856  he  be- 
gan to  work  for  himself,  putting  up  sawmills  and 
tanneries,  and  took  a trip  to  Texas  and  the  West, 
working  on  a gristmill  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Re- 
turning to  Honesdale,  he  married  Hannah  Loretta 
Gerow,  of  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1858  they  went 
to  England,  where  he  worked  with  his  father  and 
operated  a sawmill  for  nearly  eight  years.  On  his 
return  to  Honesdale  he  worked  on  Coe  F.  Young’s 
tanneries,  and  at  other  carpenter  work,  until  April 
14,  1879,  when  he  became  master  builder  for  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.,  at  Honesdale,  a po- 
sition which  he  has  held  ever  since.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown  have  been  born  children  as  follows : Sarah, 
wife  of  Arthur  Howell,  a telegraph  operator,  of 
Carbondale,  Penn. ; Lionel,  who,  when  a boy,  not 
yet  eight  years  of  ag'e,  was  drowned  while  heroically 
saving  his  younger  brother  Willie  from  a like  fate ; 
William  and  Samuel,  both  carpenters,  who  work 
with  their  father  for  the  Delaware  .&  Hudson  Canal 
Co. ; Maretta,  wife  of  R.  M.  Stocker,  of  Honesdale ; 
Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Fred- 
erick, shipping  clerk  for  Lester  Bros.,  at  Bingham- 
ton ; and  Raymond,  at  home. 

John  R.  Brown,  the  third  brother  who  came 
to  America,  arrived  in  1873,  from  Marhamchurch, 
England,  where  he  was  a tailor  and  dry-goods  mer- 
chant. In  England  he  had  been  licensed’  to  preach 
by  the  Bible  Christians,  a branch  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church,  and  he  is  a prominent  member  of 
the  Honesdale  Methodist  Church.  He  follows  mer- 
chant tailoring  on  Main  street,  in  Honesdale.  John 
R.  Brown  married  for  his  first  wife  Katharine 
Rogers,  by  whom  he  had  children  as  follows : 
Amanda  J.,  wife  of  Richard  Lane,  of  Toronto, 
Canada;  Richard  H. ; Frederick  G.,  a merchant  at 
Carbondale,  Penn. ; Joshua  A.,  of  the  firm  of  Menner 
& Co. ; Edith  L.,  wife  of  Noble  A.  Ray,  of  Reading, 
Penn.;  Grace  R..  wife  of  M.  E.  Simons,  an  attor- 
ney-at-law; and  Katharine,  wife  of  Benjamin  W. 
Fitch,  of  Wayne  county,  on  the  staff  of  the  Citizen. 
The  mother  of  these  dying  at  Plymouth,  England, 
in  February,  1866,  Mr.  Brown  married  Julia 
Brown,  of  Somerset,  England,  and  three  children 
blessed  this  union,  viz. : Ernest  T.,  who  is  a dentist, 
with  Dr.  Otis  Avery;  William  J.,  an  exemplary 
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young  man,  who  died  in  1897,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years;  and  Irving  B.,  who  works  with  his 
father. 

Richard  H.  Brown  was  born  at  Marham- 
church,  March  9,  1855,  and  grew  to  manhood  in 
England.  He  attended  school  in  London  and  Plym- 
outh. His  schooling,  however,  ceased  at  the  early 
age  of  eleven  years,  after  which  he  worked  in  a 
printing  office  one  year,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to 
the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner.  He  came  to 
America,  in  1875,  and  located  with  his  parents  at 
Honesdale,  where  he  continued  his  trade,  first  work- 
ing by  the  day,  and  later  going  into  business  for  him- 
self as  contractor.  His  success  is  amply  demon- 
strated by  the  fact  that  he  is  the  leading  contractor 
of  Honesdale  at  the  present  time.  Among  the 
buildings  he  has  erected  are : the  Presbyterian 
chapel ; the  City  Plall ; the  Independent  building ; 
the  bank  building  for  the  Wayne  County  Savings 
Bank;  and  the  public-school  buildings  at  Waymart 
and  Honesdale.  He  is  chief  of  the  fire  department, 
and  has  been  a member  of  the  school  board  seven 
years.  He  is  a Republican,  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  socially  of  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  the  F.  & A.  M.  He  married  Miss  Lucy  J. 
Fitch,  who  was  born  in  Honesdale  in  1855,  and  their 
three  children  are : Florence,  Ray  and  Ralph. 

ARTHUR  H.  AVERY,  who  was  for  two  years 
the  well-known  editor  of  the  Hawley  Times , of 
Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  was  born  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  March  25,  1869,  of  English  parentage,  and 
began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city.  Later  he  entered  Colgate  University,  at  Ham- 
ilton, N.  Y.,  with  the  view  of  preparing  himself  to 
become  a medical  foreign  missionary,  but  ill-health 
causing  throat  trouble  made  it  necessary  for  him  to 
relinquish  his  plans,  and  to  leave  the  salt  air  of  the 
city.  In  Mav,  1896,  he  became  editor  of  the  Haw-, 
ley  Times,  continuing  to  publish  that  paper  until 
Mav,  1898.  He  is  a fluent  and  forcible  writer,  and 
by  education  is  well  fitted  for  a journalistic  career. 

Mr.  Avery  was  married  in  Hqwley,  December 
2,  1897,  to  Miss  Harriette  B.  Speers,  of  that  city, 
and  there  they  continue  to  make  their  home,  sur- 
rounded by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. 

FREDERICK  W.  TEGELER.  Among  the 
agriculturists  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county, 
who  have  attained  success  from  a financial  point  of 
view,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch.  He  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  en- 
ergetic farmers  of  the  community,  and  is  complete 
master  of  the  calling  which  he  has  chosen  as  a life 
work.  His  sterling  integrity  and  honorable,  up- 
right manhood  fully  entitle  him  to  the  position  which 
he  holds  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Tegeler  was  born  in  Damascus  township, 
September  25,  1849.  His  father,  W.  H.  Tegeler, 
was  a native  of  Germany,  born  in  1S11,  and  in  that 
country  was  reared  and  educated.  After  coming  to 


America  he  was  married,  in  1844,  to  bliss  Catherine 
Tennent,  who  was  born  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  in  1813, 
a daughter  of  Christopher  Tennent.  Soon  after 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tegeler  located  on  a 
farm  in  Damascus  township,  and  in  connection  with 
its  operation  he  also  conducted  a store.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  in  the  faith  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  was  a consistent  mem- 
ber, and  his  wife  passed  away  January  2,  1893,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years.  She  was  a woman  of  envi- 
able disposition,  who  won  the  respect  and  ad- 
miration of  all,  and  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Frederick  W.  Tege- 
ler easily  obtained  a thorough  knowledge  of  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  his  literary  training  was  re- 
ceived in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In 
1872  he  located  upon  his  present  farm,  which  con- 
sists of  100  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  desirable  places  in  Damascus  township, 
being  conveniently  situated  two  miles  from  Milan- 
ville,  on  the  Honesdale  road.  The  place  is  sup- 
plied with  a good  residence,  barns  and  outbuild- 
ings. 

On- March  26,  1874,  Mr.  Tegeler  married  Miss 
Florence  Lovelass,  a native  of  Wayne  county.  Her 
father,  James  Lovelass,  was  born  in  Dorsetshire, 
England,  November  21,  1816,  and  in  1833  came  to 
the  United  States  with  his  parents,  William  and 
Mary  Lovelass,  the  vessel  on  which  they  sailed  be- 
ing six  weeks  in  crossing  from  Liverpool  to  New 
York.  Locating  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  William 
Lovelass  built  the  first  frame  house  in  his  locality. 
He  died  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-two  years, 
and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  sixty.  In  their  family 
were  five  children,  namely:  Isaac,  Mary  (de- 

ceased), John,  Robert  and  James.  In  1841  James 
Lovelass  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emaline 
Noble,  a daughter  ofAlva  Noble,  and  six  children 
blessed  this  union : William,  who  married  Fanny 

Chambers,  and  resides  in  Warren  county;  Alice, 
wife  of  Frank  Kimble,  of  Damascus  township; 
Amelia,  who  married  Christopher  Tegeler,  of  Da- 
mascus township,  and  died  in  1872 ; Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Frank  Nessmith,  of  Warren  county,  Penn. ; Flor- 
ence, wife  our  subject;  and  Lester,  who  resides  on 
the  homestead.  The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  departed 
this  life  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  Mr.  Love- 
lass owns  a well-cultivated  farm  of  fifty  acres,  which 
has  been  his  home  for  fifty-six  years.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  a Republican. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tegeler  have  a family  of  nine  • 
children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely: 
William  ITenry,  now  conductor  on  a cable  line  in 
New  York  City ; Bird  E.,  wife  of  L.  B.  Price,  of 
W ayne  county ; Cassie  A. ; Otto ; Pearle ; Ralph  L. ; 
Fred;  Clare;  and  Vernon.  Mrs.  Tegeler  holds 
membership  in  the  Christian  Church,  and  is  worthy 
of  the  high  respect  in  which  she  is  held.  Since  at- 
taining his  majority  Mr.  Tegeler  has  been  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  taking  a deep  and  com- 
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menclable  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  he  has 
efficiently  served  for  three  years  as  a member  of  the 
school  board  in  his  township. 

HARRY  H.  BUNNELL,  an  enterprising  and 
successful  business  man  of  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  is  prominently  identified  with  the  agricult- 
ural and  lumbering  interests  of  that  locality,  and  is 
also  well  known  in  this  and  other  States  as  an  exten- 
sive dealer  in  live  stock. 

Few  residents  of  Wayne  county  have  taken  a 
more  active  part  in  the  development  of  the  section 
than  have  the  members  of  the  Bunnell  family,  many 
of  the  fertile  farms  that  greet  our  eyes  to-day  having 
been  cleared  by  them  from  the  primitive  growth  of 
forest  in  the  course  of  their  large  lumbering  opera- 
tions. David  Bunnell,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Middle  Smithfield,  Monroe  Co., 
Penn.,  and  in  1804,  after  residing  at  Wallpack,  N. 
J.,  for  some  years  of  his  early  manhood,  located  per- 
manently at  Bethany’  Wayne  county,  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  William  Stephens.  In  1839  he  sold 
this  property  and  purchased  750  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Dyberry  and  Texas  townships,  in  partnership 
with  his  sons,  Henry,  Pike  and  John  K.  He  erect- 
ed a sawmill  upon  the  tract,  and  for  years  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  leading  lumbermen  of  Wayne 
county.  He  and  his  wife,  Parthenia  Kellam,  of 
Palmyra,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  died  at  their  homestead 
on  this  tract,  and  their  remains  now  rest  in  Bethany 
cemetery.  Their  children  were : Rockwell,  born  in 
1806;  Eleanor,  who  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Limp- 
stead;  Eunice,  born  January  6,  1810,  who  married 
Brooks  Lavo  and  is  now  deceased ; Henry,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Zebulon 
M.  P.,  born  in  1S13,  died  in  1856;  Charles  F.,  born 
in  1815,  who  made  his  home  in  Oxford,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died  in  1868 ; J.  Kellam,  born  in  1817,  residing  at 
Bunnelltown,  Wayne  county ; Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Rev. 
Gilbert  Bailey,  of  California;  David  S.,  born  in  No- 
vember, 1821,  residing  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  business  as  a contractor  and  builder ; 
Harriet  A.,  born  in  May,  1824,  who  died  in  early 
womanhood;  and  Abigail  J.,  born  in  October,  1826, 
widow  of  William  Stockdale,  who  was  a merchant 
of  Springfield,  111.,  for  many  years. 

Henry  Bunnell  was  born  at  Bethany  in  Octo- 
ber, 1811,  and  had  the  usual  advantages  of  a pio- 
neer’s son.  In  1836  he  married,  for  his  first  wife, 
Miss  Amanda  Page,  of  Harford,  Susquehanna  Co., 
• Penn.,  and  for  about  three  years  resided  at  Mont- 
rose, same  county.  In  1839  he  joined  with  his  father 
and  brothers  in  the  purchase  of  the  tract  of  land 
mentioned  above,  and  made  his  permanent  home 
upon  a portion  of  it,  located  at  what  is  known  as 
Bunnell’s  Pond.  He  was  a man  of  fine  business 
capacity,  and  for  many  years  was  extensively  en- 
gaged in  lumbering,  in  addition  to  which  he  carried 
on  a tannery  and  looked  carefully  after  his  agricult- 
ural properties.  After  the  great  freshet  of  i860, 
which  swept  away  the  old  sawmill,  he  built  another 
on  the  same  site,  and  also  erected  a tannery  and  a 


fine  residence.  Some  years  previous  to  his  death  he 
purchased  a tract  of  land  in  Oregon  township, 
Wayne  county,  covered  with  valuable  timber,  and 
there  he  built  and  operated  a large  sawmill,  which  he 
sold  some  years  later  to  William  Pen  warden. 
Throughout  life  he  sought  to  fulfill  his  duties  as  a 
citizen,  and  his  excellent  qualities  of  character  won 
him  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was 
always  a friend  to  the  poor,  seeking  to  better  their 
condition  in  every  way,  and  for  years  he  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Honesdale, 
to  which  he  gave  liberally  of  his  means,  until  his 
death,  December  18,  1872.  His  first  wife  died  in 
1853,  and  in  1855  he  married  Miss  Lydia  A.  Scho- 
field, who  died  in  1859.  In  1861  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Bunnell,  who  was  born  in  August,  1834,  and 
now  resides  at  the  homestead  with  our  subject,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health.  She  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Gershom  Bunnell,  and  a granddaughter  of 
Henry  Bunnell,  a brother  of  David,  the  pioneer  at 
Bethany.  Pier  grandfather  removed  from  Middle 
Smithfield  with  his  family  about  1808,  locating  in 
Wallpack,  N.  J.,  and  her  father,  who  became  a prom- 
inent citizen  of  the  latter  place,  was  married  there  to 
Miss  Annie  C.  Bergstresser.  Our  subject’s  father 
had  seven  children  by  his  first  marriage,  viz. : 
David,  now  a resident  of  Honesdale ; Louisa  P.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty ; George  F.,  deceased ; 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Romania  Bump,  of  Kansas ; Will- 
iam H.,  deceased  ; Calvin  P.,  a resident  of  Seely ville  ; 
and  Amanda,  deceased,  who  was  formerly  the  wife 
of  John  Bellamy.  By  the  second  marriage  there 
were  two  children : Judson  W.,  a merchant  of 

Scranton,  and  Irwin  W.,  a resident  of  Aldenville, 
Penn.  The  following  children  blessed  the  third 
union:  (1)  Edward  E.,  born  at  the  present  home- 
stead in  1864,  received  a good  education  in  the 
schools  of  Honesdale,  and  now  resides  at  Carbon- 
dale,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business  as  a lumber 
dealer.  He  was  married,  in  1889,  to  Miss  Mina 
Pethick,  of  Honesdale,  and  has  two  children,  Bessie 
N.  (who  was  born  in  Bunnelltown)  and  Edwin  F. 
(2)  William  Fletcher  was  born  at  ‘ Bunnelltown 
in  1866,  and  now  resides  at  that  place,  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  sawed  lumber.  He  married 
Miss  Emma  Hoyle,  of  Honesdale,  and  they  have  two 
sons,  John  H.,  who  was  drowned  in  Bunnell’s  Pond 
at  the  age  of  four  years,  and  William  F.,  who  is  at 
home.  (3)  Ida  B.,  born  October  31,  1867,  died  in 
1872.  (4)  Harry  H.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned 

more  fully  below.  (5)  Ellery  P.,  born  August  15, 
1871,  at  the  present  homestead,  now  resides  upon  a 
large  farm  in  Oregon  township,  Wayne- county. 
He  married  Miss  Martha  Biddlecomb,  of  Damas- 
cus, Wayne  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  18,  1869,  in 
Texas  township,  Section  No.  2.  His  early  life  was 
spent  chiefly  at  the  present  homestead,  and  he  was 
given  a good  practical  education  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Honesdale.  In  early  manhood  he  engaged 
in  the  ice  business  there  with  his  brother  Fletcher, 
continuing  the  same  until  1891,  when  he  married  and 
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settled  down  at  the  old  homestead.  The  care  of  his 
large  stock  farm  occupies  much  of  his  time,  and  in 
addition  to  the  stock  raised  there  he  buys  and  sells 
for  others,  having  an  extensive  business  with  the 
New  York  State  markets.  He  also  manufactures 
lumber,  and  in  all  of  his  enterprises  lias  met  with 
uniform  success,  being  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  his  locality.  He  has  always 
taken  an  influential  part  in  local  affairs,  and  in  poli- 
tics is  a strong-  Republican.  For  many  years  the 
family  has  been  identified  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Honesdale,  of  which  he  is  now  a leading 
member,  and  he  is  also  a member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  .Council  No.  925,  at  Hones- 
dale. He  married  Miss  Fannie  M.  Lang,  of  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  and  they  have  two 
bright  and  attractive  children : Leo  L.,  born  in 

1892,  and  Ethel  i’>.,  born  in  1895.  Mrs.  Bunnell  is 
a daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  Lang,  for 
many  years  well-known  residents  of  Cherry  Ridge 
township,  her  father,  who  died  in  1881,  having  been 
a successful  agriculturist  there.  He  was  a native 
of  Cornwall,  England,  and  came  to  America  in 
1831.  His  wife  survives  him  with  the  following 
children : Nathaniel ; Almira  T.,  wife  of  S.  S. 
Martin,  of  Dunmore,  Penn. ; and  Fannie  M.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  the  youngest  child,  Frank  M.,  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

LOUIS  C.  MUMFORD,  a popular  young  busi- 
ness man,  and  a representative  of  one  of  the  most 
prominent  families  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, was  born  there  in  1876,  the  only  child  of  Clinton 
D and  Joanna  (Pickering)  Mumford.  His  grand- 
father, Judge  Mumford,  married  a relative  of  the 
same  name.  Miss  Mary  A.  Mumford,  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township,  Wayne  county,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children : Oliver,  who  was 
captain  of  Company  A,  56th  P.  V.  I.,  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  laid  down  his  life  on  the  altar  of  his 
country ; Olive,  wife  of  C.  M.  Keen,  of  Prompton, 
Penn.;  James  L.,  who  was  also  killed  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  ; Mary  Adelaide  ; Matilda,  wife  of  Col. 
George  B.  Osborn,  now  of  Honesdale,  Penn. ; War- 
ren W. ; Hattie  E.,  wife  of  Daniel  Corgill ; Urban  B., 
who  makes  his  home  in  the  West;  Clarence  G.,  of 
Albany,  N.  Y. ; E.  C.,  of  Honesdale ; Clinton  D.,  the 
father  of  our  subject;  and  Thomas  J.,  who  lives  on 
the  old  homestead  at  Starrucca,  Wayne  county. 

Clinton  D.  Mumford  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead,  November  24,  1845,  and  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  energetic  and  progressive  busi- 
ness men  of  northern  Wayne  county.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Starrucca  Chemical  Co.,  which  erect- 
ed the  first  works  of  the  kind  in  the  county,  and 
was  afterward  associated  with  William  Stone,  an- 
other energetic  man,  in  the  establishment  of  the 
chemical  works  at  Ball’s  Eddy,  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county.  Later  they  started  the  Stevens 
Point  Chemical  Works,  in  Susquehanna  county, 
which  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire  two  years  ago. 
The  firm  of  Mumford  & Stone  was  extensively  en- 


gaged in  lumbering,  and  also  interested  in  other  in- 
dustries, giving  employment  to  a large  number  of 
men  in  Wayne  and  Susquehanna  counties.  After 
the  death  of  his  partner  Mr.  Mumford  continued 
the  business  until  he,  too,  was  called  to  his  final  rest, 
March  14,  1894.  He  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in 
Wayne  and  Susquehanna  counties,  one  of  which  he 
purchased  from  the  well-known  Drinker  family,  of 
Montrose,  it  being  one  of  the  richest  tracts  of  tim- 
ber land  in  the  latter  county.  He  always  took  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  local  political  affairs, 
first  as  a Republican,  and  subsequently  working  in 
conjunction  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  finally 
becoming  a Prohibitionist.  A man  of  kindly  dis- 
position, he  was  given  to  practicing  charity  in  its 
most  beneficial  form,  and  would  cheerfully  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  his  neighbors  in  need  of  assistance. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Socially  he  was  a member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of  Starrucca  Lodge,  Iv.  of  H. 

On  June  7,  1871,  Clinton  D.  Mumford  was  uni- 
ted In  marriage  with  Miss  Joanna  Pickering,  daugh- 
ter of  Jotham  and  Mary  Ann  (Hopkins)  Pickering, 
of  Jackson,  Susquehanna  county.  The  Pickering 
family  came  from  Rhode  Island  to  Pennsylvania  at  a 
very  early  day,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
highly-respected  families  of  Susquehanna  county. 
The  children  of  Jotham  Pickering  are  Martin,  who 
now  lives  on  the  old  homestead  at  Jackson;  Serena, 
wife  of  E.  Dix;  and  Joanna,  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

Louis  C.  Mumford  began  his  education  in  the 
graded  schools  of  Starrucca,  and  later  pursued  his 
studies  in  Wyoming  Seminary  at  Kingston,  Penn. 
He  is  a young  man  of  much  promise,  and,  like  his 
father,  is  a general  favorite,  being  of  a cheerful  and 
hopeful  disposition.  For  some  time  after  his 
father’s  death  he  conducted  the  chemical  works  at 
Stevens  Point,  and  since  they  were  destroyed  by  fire 
he  has  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  matters  relating  to 
the  estate.  At  present  he  is  carrying  on  an  -under- 
taking establishment  in  Starrucca,  and  also  assists 
his  uncle,  W.  W.  Mumford,  in  mercantile  business, 
where  he  is  acquiring  a practical  knowledge  of  busi- 
ness methods  which  will  undoubtedly  be  of  great  use 
to  him  in  later  years.  He  resides  with  his  widowed 
mother,  and  has  ever  been  most  fortunate  in  being 
under  the  guidance  of  an  intelligent  and  Christian 
mother,  a faithful  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  His 
career  promises  to  be  both  creditable,  to  himself  and 
helpful  to  his  fellow  men. 

FRANK  E.  HOWARD,  M.  D.,  a prominent 
and  successful  young  physician  and  surgeon  of 
Lackawaxen,  Pike  county,  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  an  honored  and  highly-respected  family  of 
Ontario,  Canada.  The  grandfather,  Rev.  N.  H. 
Howard,  who  for  over  forty  years  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  min- 
istry, was  born  in  Ontario,  and  there  died  in  1894, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  He  married  Ruth 
Thompson,  also  a native  of  the  same  Province,  who 
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now  resides  in  Elgin,  Ontario,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years. 

Rev.  E.  E.  Howard,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Ontario,  Canada,  April  14,  1844,  and  for 
some  years  resided  at  Percey,  Ontario,  where  he 
followed  mercantile  pursuits.  Later  he  entered  the 
ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
now  pastor  of  the  Church  of  that  denomination 
at  Blackstock,  Ontario.  At  Percey  he  was  married, 
May  5,  1865,  to  Miss  Almena  Mallory,  who  was 
born  in  Ontario,  March  18,  1844,  a daughter  of 
Smith  Mallory.  She  is  second  in  the  order  of  birth 
in  a family  of  four  children,  the  others  being : Car- 
rie, deceased;  Smith  E.,  deceased;  and  James  W. 
a merchant  of  Belleville,  Ontario.  Rev.  E.  E. 
Howard  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Minnie  V.,  now  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Ashley,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  carriage  business  in  San  Francisco, 
Cal. ; E.  S.  Howard,  B.  A.,  who  married  Lelia  Cald- 
well, a native  of  Belleville,  Canada,  and  is  prin- 
cipal of  a Collegiate  Institute  at  Brampton,  Ontario ; 
Frank  E.  is  the  next  of  the  family;  and  Fred  FI., 
studying  for  the  ministry  at  Victoria  University, 
Toronto,  Ontario. 

Dr.  Howard  was  born  at  Percey,  Ontario,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1869,  and  his  early  education,  acquired  in 
the  public  schools,  was  supplemented  by  a course 
at  Albert  College,  Belleville,  Ontario,  where  he  was 
graduated.  After  completing  his  literary  education, 
he  taught  school  in  Ontario  for  three  years,  and  then 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at  Trinity  University, 
Toronto,  where  he  was  graduated  in  March,  1894, 
receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  immediately 
began  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in  To- 
ronto with  Dr.  J.  B.  Frazer,  and  there  remained 
for  a year.  The  following  year  he  spent  at  Ennis- 
killen, where  he  had  the  practice  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Mitch- 
ell while  that  gentleman  was  taking  a post-graduate 
course  in  New  York  City.  He  has  since  been  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  both  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  May,  1896,  he  located  at  Laxawaxen, 
where  in  a short  time  he  built  up  a large  and  lucra- 
tive practice  which  kept  constantly  increasing,  he 
receiving  calls  throughout  northeastern  Pennsyl- 
vania and  across  the  line  in  New  York  State. 

On  June  1,  1897,  at  Brooklin.  Ontario,  Dr. 
Howard  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Helena 
M.  Moore,  a daughter  of  Richard  and  Margaret 
Ann  (Rutledge)  Moore,  both  natives  of  Toronto, 
Canada.  Mrs.  Howard  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Doctor  attends 
services  with  her  and  gives  liberally  to  its  support. 
They  have  made  many  warm  friends  since  com- 
ing to  Lackawaxen,  and  occupy  an  enviable  posi- 
tion in  social  circles.  [Since  the  above  was  writ- 
ten, Dr.  Howard  has  sold  his  practice  at  Laxawaxen, 
and  intends  locating  immediately  in  the  town  of 
Friendship,  New  York.] 

CARL  OBERLE,  the  leading  jeweler  and 
watchmaker  at  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  was  born 
December  28,  1861,  in  Archafifenburg,  Germanv, 
10 


where  his  parents,  Joseph  and  Anna  (Kramer) 
Oberle,  have  spent  their  entire  lives.  There  the 
father  conducted  a clothing  store  until  1880,  but 
is  now  living  retired  from  business  cares.  He  be- 
longs to  one  of  the  oldest,  most  prominent  and 
wealthy  families  of  the  place,  and  is  himself  num- 
bered among  its  distinguished  and  honored  citi- 
zens, having  served  as  judge  for  many  years  and 
also  as  treasurer  and  poormaster.  He  is  now 
about  seventy  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  three  years 
younger.  Both  hold  membership  in  the  Pfart 
Church.  Their  children  are  Frank,  who  now  car- 
ries on  the  store  of  which  his  father  was  once  pro- 
prietor; Joseph,  a wholesale  fruit  merchant  of  the 
same  city ; Mary,  wife  of  Eugene  Petzholt,  book- 
keeper in  a large  paper  mill  in  Germany ; Carl,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Alois,  an  attorney  at 
Augsburg,  Germany. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  Carl  Oberle  com- 
menced learning  the  jeweler’s  trade  with  Anthony 
Lentz,  to  whom  his  father  paid  $300  for  the  priv- 
ilege. After  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  he 
left  home  and  went  to  Bayreuth,  Germany,  where 
he  worked  for  a year  and  a half  for  Ernest  Hay- 
burger,  later  had  charge  of  the  business  of  Bern- 
hard  Schardle,  at  Weiden,  Oberpfalz,  for  two  and  a 
half  years,  and  then  served  for.  one  year  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  German  army,  after  which  he  worked  at 
his  trade  for  Ernest  Salberg,  at  Nnrnburg,  for  ten 
months.  After  eight  months  passed  at  Neustad, 
he  sailed  for  America,  November  14,  1883,  and 
first  located  in  New  York  City,  where  he  remained 
two  and  a half  years,  working  for  the  firms  of 
Clossal  & Son,  and  Henry  Rossenburg.  During 
the  following  eleven  months  he  worked  at  his  trade 
for  Henry  Geiger,  in  Chicago,  next  had  charge 
of  a jewelry  business  in  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  for  a 
year  and*  a half,  then  worked  at  his  trade  for  four- 
teen months  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1898  came 
to  Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  worked 
for  L.  Phillips  one  year  and  a half.  He  then  em- 
barked in  business  on  his  own  account,  and  is 
now  the  leading  jeweler  in  the  place,  carrying  a 
large  and  well-selected  stock,  and  receiving  a lib- 
eral share  of  public  patronage. 

Mr.  Oberle  was  married  in  Hawley,  February 
26,  1893,  to  Miss  Tilla  (Matilda)  Sommer,  Rev. 
Cross,  a Lutheran  minister,  performing  the  cere- 
mony. They  have  one  son,  Carl  Roy.  Mrs.  Oberle 
was  born  in  New  York  City,  January  18,  1869,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Augusta  (Yarp)  Sommer,, 
natives  of  Germany  who  on  coming  to  the  New 
World  first  located  in  New  York  City,  where  the 
father  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pianos, 
as  partner  in  the  business.  In  1885,  on  account  of 
his  health,  they  removed  to  Tafton,  Pike  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  has  since  carried  on  farming.  He  is  now 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  His  wife  died  in  1887. 
aged  fifty-four  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  Hawley.  Both  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  polit- 
ically he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
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Their  children  were  Augusta,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; John,  who  is  with  his  father  on  the  home 
farm ; Henry,  who  died  when  young ; Louis,  who 
wedded  Mary  Myers,  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
at  Tafton,  Penn.;  Charles,  a bookkeeper  in  New 
York  City;  and  Matilda,  wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs. 
Oberle’s  grandparents,  on  both  sides,  were  farming 
people,  and  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Germany. 

Mr.  Oberle  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Jew- 
elers' Society,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Hawley.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a Repub- 
lican. When  a young  man  of  twenty-two  years 
he  came  to  America,  and  with  a smali  capital  started 
out  in  a strange  land  to  overcome  the  difficulties  and 
obstacles  in  the  path  to  prosperity.  Hi?  youthful 
dreams  have  been  realized,  and  in  their  happy 
fulfillment  he  sees  the  fitting  reward  of  his  earnest 
toil. 

ROBERT  B.  DECKER.  Rising  above  the 
head  of  the  mass  are  many  men  of  sterling  worth 
and  value,  who  by  sheer  perseverance  and  pluck  have 
conquered  fortune,  and  by  their  own  unaided  efforts 
have  become  well-to-do  and  prosperous  citizens. 
Among  this  class  is  Mr.  Decker,  a leading  business 
man  of  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county,  carrying  on 
operations  as  a harnessmaker  and  shoemaker,  and 
also  as  a member  of  the  firm  and  as  treasurer  of  the 
Gouldsboro  Ice  Company. 

Mr.  Decker  was  born  October  24,  1846,  three- 
quarters  of  a mile  from  Stroudsburg,  in  Monroe 
county,  Penn.,  and  is  a son  of  Dephew  and  Eleanora 
(Bidelman)  Decker,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
that  .county.  As  a millwright  the  father  put  in 
operation  many  of  the  early  mills  of  that  locality, 
and  later  in  life  he  turned  his  attention  to  carpen- 
tering. He  was  a man  of  prominence  in  ( his  com- 
munity, and  served  as  constable  for  many  years. 
He  died  in  December,  1891,  aged  seventy-eight 
years,  and  his  wife  in  1887,  aged  sixty-five  years, 
and  both  were  buried  in  Keystone  cemetery  at 
Stroudsburg.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children:  John  W.  married  Catherine  Storner,  and 
lives  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county ; Ann  E.  is 
the  widow  of  Lewis  Treet,  and  lives  on  the  old 
homestead;  Sarah  F.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Ruth,  a 
carpenter  of  Delaware  Water  Gap,  Penn.;  Martha 
J.  first  married  Emanuel  Heller,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  George  Frutchey,  a carpenter  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Robert  B.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; Charles  W. 
died  unmarried ; Ellen  is  the  widow  of  Stewart  Star- 
ner,  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead ; Simon  mar- 
ried Laura  Ivellar,  and  is  a farmer  of  Stroud  town- 
ship, Monroe  county;  Lewis  (deceased)  married 
Cynthia  Cartwright,  who  now  lives  in  East  Strouds- 
burg, Penn. ; Jacob  died  unmarried ; Emma  is  the 
wife  of  Anneis  Leap,  who  is  employed  in  a paper- 
mill  in  Minsi,  Monroe  county ; and  Horace  married 
Bell  Keller,  and  is  a farmer  of  Monroe  county. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  James 
and  Sarah  Janes  Decker,  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  pioneers  of  Monroe  county,  where  their  last  days 


were  spent.  Their  children  were  as  follows : John 
(married)  was  the  eldest;  Rachel  married  John 
Armethig;  Dephew  was  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Susan  married  Peter  Newhart;  Charles  married 
Mrs.  Croop;  Morris  married  Lida  Heller;  Benja- 
min (unmarried)  was  killed  by  a falling  tree;  and 
Anna,  the  widow  of  Aulice  Gordon,  is  a resident  of 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Robert  B.  Decker  made  his  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  eighteen  years  of  age,  but  in  tne  meantime 
worked  at  intervals  for  neighboring  farmers.  In 
the  fall  of  1859  began  learning  the  shoemaker's 
trade  with  George  Armitage,  of  Stroudsburg,  and 
when  that  gentleman  joined  the  army  two  years 
later,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Delaware,  Lack- 
awanna & Western  railroad,  and  in  the  spring  began 
braking  on  that  road,  with  which  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1863.  He  then  started  to  join  the 
Union  army,  but  at  Belvidere  left  the  train  to  join  a 
show,  remaining  with  the  same  as  keeper  of  the  ani- 
mals for  two  seasons.  At  Connersville,  Ind.,  he  de- 
cided to  return  home,  and  from  fall  until  the  follow- 
ing spring  was  ill.  Coming  to  Gouldsboro,  Wayne 
county,  in  1866,  he  worked  for  William  Cahill  in  a 
shoe  shop  for  several  weeks,  and  when  that  gentle- 
man went  out  of  business  he  returned  to  Strouds- 
burg. A few  months  later,  however,  he  again  came 
to  Gouldsboro,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a shoe 
shop  of  his  own  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1868, 
when  he  was  engaged  in  loading  cars  with  lumber. 
He  built  a shop  and  house  on  the  site  of  his  present 
home,  and  has  since  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  the  place.  He  is  the  pioneer 
ice  man  of  this  section,  having  in  1889  formed  a 
partnership  with  W.  L.  Harvey,  Esq.,  in  the  ice 
business ; the  following  year  they  shipped  ice  by  rail, 
and  in  1891  sent  their  first  car-loads  to  New  York 
and  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  which  cities  are  now  their  prin- 
cipal markets.  The  ice  is  taken  from  Lake  Latau- 
qua,  which  is  the  east  branch  of  the  Lehigh  and 
covers  an  area  of  136  acres.  They  have  two  large 
ice  houses  consisting  of  sixteen  rooms,  with  a capa- 
city of  60,000  tons;  one  of  these  is  404  x 100  feet, 
the  other,  41 1 x 104  feet. 

On  July  6,  1867,  at  Coolbaugh,  Monroe  county, 
Mr.  Decker  was  married,  by  Rev.  Van  Allen,  a Pres- 
byterian minister,  to  Miss  Susan  C.  Hanna,  who  was 
born  in  Middle  Smithfield,  that  county,  January  8, 
1848,  a daughter  of  David  and  Margaret  (Arnst) 
Hanna,  of  that  place,  where  the  father  died  in  1869, 
aged  sixty-four  years.  The  mother  died  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  in  January,  1897,  aged  seventy- 
four  years,  and  was  laid  by  his  side  in  Coolbaugh 
cemetery.  Their  children  were  as  follows : John 

(deceased)  married  Pernina  Smith;  Jane  is  the  wife 
of  William  H.  Vanwhy,  of  East  Stroudsburg;  Caro- 
line is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Smiley,  a teamster  of 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Emily  died  unmarried  ; Phellie 
married  Charles  Smith,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; 
William  married  Annie  Green,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business  in  East  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ; Susan 
C.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Martha  is  the 
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widow  of  Martin  L.  Smith,  and  a resident  of  East 
Stroudsburg. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Decker  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  he  has  filled  the  office  of  poor- 
master  in  Lehigh  township,  Wayne  county.  He  has 
never  sought  political  honors,  however,  preferring 
to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business  inter- 
ests, and  as  an  upright,  honorable  business  man  he 
has  won  an  enviable  reputation. 

E.  W.  RUTH,  a leading  business  man  of  Del- 
aware Water  Gap,  is  a citizen  whose  career  is  worthy 
of  note.  Beginning  life  as  a poor  boy,  he  has  built  up 
a prosperous  business  through  his  well-directed  en- 
ergy, while  his  character  and  ability  have  won 
him  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Ruth  was  born  In  December,  i860,  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and  he  is  of  good 
pioneer  ancestry.  Jacob  Ruth,  his  grandfather,  who 
was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  came  from  Bucks  county 
and  settled  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county, 
at  the  present  site  of  Bossardsville,  when  that  sec- 
tion was  covered  with  primeval  forests,  and  cleared 
and  improved  a farm,  his  remaining  years  being 
spent  chiefly  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  there 
in  1880,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Catherine  Bossard,  passed  away  some  years  later. 
They  had  seven  children,  our  subject’s  father,  Jo- 
seph Ruth,  being  the  youngest:  (1)  Sanford  set- 

tled in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  still  resides.  (2) 
Jacob  settled  in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  has  been  em- 
ployed as  one  of  the  boss  carpenters  for  the  Del- 
aware, Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  for  a great 
many  years;  he  married  and  has  six  children.  (3) 
Sarah  married  Jacob  Kresge,  of  Hamilton  township, 
and  has  had  three  children,  Laura,  Omer  (who  went 
to  Santiago,  Cuba,  on  the  ‘‘Brooklyn’’ battleship)  and 
Mary.  (4)  Samuel  settled  in  Williamsport,  Penn. ; 
he  married  and  has  two  children,  Howard  and  Laura. 

(5)  James,  born  in  Hamilton  township,  settled  on 
the  old  homestead ; he  married  Ellen  Arnold,  and 
has  four  children,  Clara,  Minnie,  Edith  and  Walter. 

(6)  Martha  J.,  born  in  Hamilton  township,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Israel  Haney,  a farmer  in  Hamilton 
township ; they  have  six  children,  Lizzie,  William, 
Maggie,  Ella,  Clayton  and  Lloyd. 

Joseph  Ruth,  our  subject’s  father,  born  in  1837, 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  his  marriage,  in  1858,  to  Miss  Sarah  L.  Decker, 
daughter  of  Depuy  and  Eleanor  Decker,  and  a mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county.  Mr.  Decker  was  a mill- 
wright by  trade,  and  drew  the  plans  for  the  first 
bridge  that  crossed  the  Analomink  at  Minsi.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Ruth  settled  in  Hamilton  township, 
where  he  followed  agriculture  for  some  years,  then 
in  1864  he  moved  his  family  to  Water  Gap  borough, 
where  he  purchased  real  estate.  Later  he  engaged 
in  business  in  connection  with  the  Brodheads,  con- 
tinuing for  a number  of  years,  and  for  a time  he 
worked  as  carpenter  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  railroad.  Lor  the  past  six  years  he  has 


been  engaged  with  his  son,  our  subject,  in  the  livery 
business  at  Delaware  Water  Gap.  He  and  his  wife 
have  had  seven  children,  our  subject  being  the  eldest. 
(2)  Howard,  born  in  Hamilton  township,  August 
24,  1862,  is  single,  and  is  employed  as  a mason  in 
the  borough  of  Delaware  Water  Gap.  (3)  Elmer 
died  in  childhood.  (4)  Harry,  born  at  Delaware 
Water  Gap,  July  30,  1866,  is  engaged  in  railroad- 
ing. He  married  Miss  Ruth  Lossey,  of  Elmira,  N. 
Y.,  where  they  reside,  and  they  have  one  son,  Don- 
ald. (5)  Sandy  M.,  born  at  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
July  7,  1868,  and  a painter  and  decorator  by  trade, 
is  married  to  Miss  Ida  Williams,  of  Slateford,  Penn., 
and  now  lives  in  New  Orange,  N.  J.  (6)  Clarence, 
born  in  Water  Gap  borough,  August  25,  1871,  is  a 
painter  by  occupation,  and  resides  at  Delaware 
Water  Gap  Borough.  He  married  Miss  Ida  Coff- 
man, of  Spragueville,  Monroe  county,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Elsia,  born  in  1894.  (7)  Bertha,  born 

August  6,  1873,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Del- 
aware Y\  ater  Gap,  and  now  resides  at  home,  being 
prominent  in  the  social  life  of  the  locality. 

Our  subject  was  trained  to  the  habits  of  indus- 
try in  his  youth,  and  when  twelve  years  old  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Thomas  Brondage,  with  whom 
he  remained  eight  years.  In  1882  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  Delaware  Bridge  Co.,  and  for  five 
years  he  was  employed  by  them  in  building  bridges 
in  every  county  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
In  1888  he  established  himself  in  the  livery 
business  in  Delaware  Water  Gap,  purchasing  real 
estate  and  building  a large  barn,  and  he  now  enjoys 
a large  trade.  His  carriages  and  horses  are  of  a 
fine  grade,  and  he  does  a large  contract  business  in 
his  town.  He  also  owns  a large  coal  yard,  where  he 
keeps  a good  supply  of  hard  coal.  In  1883  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  E.  Ward,  of  Savona,  Steuben  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  the  only  daughter  of  Wesley  and  Sarah 
Ward,  and  a member  of  one  of  the  prominent  fam- 
ilies of  that  section.  After  his  marriage  he  brought 
his  young  wife  to  the  borough  of  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  where  he  has  resided  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  their  home  is  a model  of  neatness.  They  have 
had  four  sons,  William  M.,  Arlington,  Joseph  (who 
died  in  infancy)  and  Leroy — all  born  in  the  borough. 
Politically  Mr.  Ruth  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has  "al- 
ways taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  having 
served  eight  years  as  constable  and  also  as  chief  of 
police.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  P.  O.  S. 
of  A.,  and  in  religion  he  inclines  to  the  Methodist 
faith,  his  wife  and  mother  being  devout  members  of 
that  Church. 

WILLIAM  A.  CONNELL  (deceased),  late 
general  manager  of  the  Connell  Coal  Co.,  of  Scran- 
ton, Penn.,  had  extensivebusiness  interests  in  this  sec^ 
tion,  and  the  following  brief  account  of  his  career 
will  be  appreciated  by  our  readers,  among  whom  he 
had  many  friends. 

Mr.  Connell  was  born  September  8,  i860,  in  the 
city  of  Scranton,  where  his  family  has  long  been 
prominent.  Hon.  William  Connell,  his  father,  who 
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is  one  of  the  leading  coal  operators  of  the  State,  was 
at  one  time  a member  of  Congress  from  the  Twelfth 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1898  he  was  pro- 
posed as  a gubernatorial  candidate,  but  his  name  was 
withdrawn  by  him. 

Our  subject’s  education  was  Degun  in  the 
schools  of  Lackawanna  county,  and  he  was  prepared 
for  college  under  the  instruction  of  Prof.  Plumley, 
of  Scranton.  Soon  afterward  he  engaged  in  the 
coal  business  with  his  father,  taking  the  post  of  gen- 
eral manager.  He  died  November  21,  1899.  He 
was  an  active,  'enterprising  young  man,  and  under 
his  able  administration  the  business  flourished,  his 
judgment  being  equal  to  his  energy.  Politically  he 
always  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  to  which 
he  gave  effective  support.  He  resided  in  Scranton, 
where  he  owned  a beautiful  home,  and  in  March, 
1890,  he  married  Miss  Matilda  F.  Kear,  one  of  the 
most  charming  society  women  of  that  city,  and  a 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Kear,  well- 
known  residents  of  that  place.  One  son,  William 
A.  Connell,  Jr.,  was  born  to  this  union  in  December, 
1890,  and  died  January  2,  1900.  Mrs.  Connell  is 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Church  at  Scranton, 
and  is  active  in  its  various  lines  of  philanthropic  and 
religious  effort. 

ORVILLE  W.  SPENCER.  Prominent  among 
the  enterprising,  energetic  and  reliable  citizens  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  is  Mr.  Spen- 
cer, who  was  born  July  22,  1845,  and  is  a representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  the 
county.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Ezra  and  Eliza 
(Clark)  Spencer,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  but 
at  an  early  day  became  residents  of  northeastern 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  family  has  since  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of 
Wayne  county.  Here  the  grandfather  died  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three  years,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him. 

Philo  C.  Spencer,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1820,  and  on  attaining  to 
man’s  estate  married  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Simmons, 
whose  family  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Sus- 
quehanna, Penn.  As  a means  of  livelihood  Philo  C. 
Spencer  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  and  wagonmak- 
er’s  trades.  In  religious  connection  he  is  an  earnest 
and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  is  held 
in  high  regard  throughout  the  community  in  which 
he  makes  his  home. 

During  his  minority  Orville  W.  Spencer  re- 
mained on  the  old  homestead,  and  is  indebted  to  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood  for  a good  prac- 
tical education,  which  has  well  fitted  him  for  life’s 
responsible  duties.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  J.  Page, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  eight  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Clara  M.  (deceased),  John  P.,  Richard  P. 

(deceased),  William  O.,  Annie  E.,  Calvin  B.  (de- 
ceased), Jennie  M.  and  George  C. 

John  Page,  Mrs.  Spencer’s  father,  was  but  a boy 
when  he  came  to  Pennsylvania  with  his  father,  Rich- 


ard Page,  and  was  reared  and  educated  here.  He 
married  Miss  Eliza  Kernaghan,  a native  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely : The  eldest  was  still-born ; Ann 

Eliza  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; the  twins,  one 
of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  Maria,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years ; Mary  Jane,  Mrs.  Spencer,  is 
the  only  one  now  living,  and  occupies  the  old  Page 
homestead.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  but  the  father  is  still 
living  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  one  of  the 
solid  and  successful  citizens  of  Wayne  county. 

Politically  Mr.  Spencer  is  a member  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  in  the  success  of  which  he  takes  a 
deep  interest.  He  is  a Methodist  in  religious  belief 
and  constant  in  attendance  at  Church  services.  He 
is  of  a very  sociable,  genial  nature,  is  popular  in 
social  circles,  and  in  business  affairs  is  numbered 
among  the  most  substantial,  progressive  and  reli- 
able citizens  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  one  whose 
prosperity  is  well  deserved. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  DERSHEIMER 
is  one  of  the  thrifty  young  farmers  and  dairymen 
of  whom  Wayne  county  is  justly  proud.  His  fine 
farm  of  150  acres  is  located  in  Lake  township,  and 
the  most  casual  observer  is  sure  to  note  the  evidence 
of  the  system  and  care  of  the  owner.  He  was  born 
at  Dunmore,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  May  24,  1866, 
a son  of  Thomas  and  Charlotte  ( Curtis ) Dersheimer. 

Thomas  Dersheimer  was  born  April  28,  1829, 
a son  of  John  Dersheimer,  of  Luzerne  county.  He 
was  a butcher  by  trade,  and  in  1886  became  agent 
for  the  Chicago  Beef  House,  and  has  since  engaged 
in  business  as  a commission  merchant,  handling 
dressed  beef  exclusively.  On  February  20,  1865,  at 
Hollisterville,  he  was  married,  by  Rev.  C.  L.  Rice, 
to  Charlotte  Curtis,  of  South  Canaan,  who  was  born 
in  Wayne  county,  July  27,  1838,  and  died  at  Dun- 
more,  July  13,  1877.  To  this  union  came  children 
as  follows:  George  Washington;  and  Lizzie  M., 
born  August  1,  1868,  died  March  17,  1870.  The 
father  formed  a second  matrimonial  union,  marry- 
ing Angeline  Cross,  of  Sterling  township.  No  chil- 
dren came  to  them,  but  they  adopted  Mrs.  Dershei- 
mer’s  nephew,  Ralph  Letchworth,  who  gives  them 
a son’s  love  in  return  for  their  kind  attention  and 
happy  home.  His  mother  was  the  wife  of  T.  P. 
Letchworth,  an  undertaker  of  Dunmore,  Penn.,  and 
is  now  deceased.  Thomas  Dersheimer  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  wealthy  citizens  of  Dunmore,  where 
he  makes  his  home.  His  wife  is  one  of  the  leaders 
in  the  social  circles.  She  is  a highly-cultivated  and 
intelligent  woman,  actively  interested  in  the  cause  of 
education,  her  interest  in  the  work  not  having  abated 
in  the  least  when  she  left  her  work  as  teacher  to 
preside  over  Mr.  Dersheimer’s  home. 

George  W.  Dersheimer  was  but  eleven  years- 
old  when  his  mother  died,  and  he  went  to  live  with 
an  uncle,  Peter  Dersheimer,  remaining  one  year,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  went  to  the  home  of  an- 
other uncle,  Moses  Curtis,  who  resided  in  South 
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Canaan  township,  and  there  he  made  his  home  until 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  Returning  to  his 
father,  he  attended  school  that  winter,  fitting  him- 
self to  work  on  his  father’s  books,  which  he  did  for 
one  year.  The  next  five  years  he  spent  as  fireman 
on  the  Erie  & Wyoming  railroad,  and  in  1893  his 
father  made  him  a present  of  the  fertile  farm  where- 
on he  makes  his  present  home.  He  has  greatly  im- 
proved the  place,  the  land  being  now  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  he  has  a dairy  of  nineteen 
cows,  selling  the  cream  to  the  Scranton  Dairy  Com- 
pany. 

On  May  I,  i88q,  Mr.  Dersheimer  was  married, 
by  Rev.  William  Edgar,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Dunmore,  to  Miss  Rhoba  Rockwell,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children,  name- 
ly : Charlotte  M.,  born  August  21,  1890;  Minnie  A., 
born  June  30,  1892;  and  Rena  E.,  born  July  22, 
1895.  Mrs.  Dersheimer  was  born  October  3,  1863,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and  Susan  (Taggers)  Rock- 
well, and  was  carefully  educated.  She  is  a charm- 
ing, cultured  woman,  and  presides  over  her  home 
with  the  inimitable  grace  of  the  true  born  lady.  Mr. 
Dersheimer  is  a member  of  the  B.  L.  F.,  of  Dun- 
more  Gravity  Lodge  No.  404,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  South  Canaan.  In  politics  he  coincides  with  the 
doctrines  of  the  Republican  party.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Progressive,  energetic  and  intelligent, 
Mr.  Dersheimer  is  bound  to  succeed  in  whatever  he 
attempts.  His  well-tilled  fields,  his  dairy,  his  home, 
all  attest  the  practical  up-to-date  agriculturist  and 
dairyman. 

Joseph  C.  Rockwell,  father  of  Mrs.  Dersheimer, 
sacrificed  his  life  on  the  altar  of  his  country  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  in  the  Union  army 
at  Tarrvtown,  N.  Y.,  becoming  a member  of  Bat- 
tery F,  Sixth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  on 
May  19,  1864,  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  Court 
House,  Va.,  received  a wound  from  which  he  died 
in  Alexandria,  Va.,  June  10,  following,  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-three  years.  He  was  a brave  and  gal- 
lant soldier,  and  in  yielding  up  his  young' life  on  the 
battlefield  closed  an  honorable  service,  leaving  a 
record  of  which  his  posterity  shall  ever  refer  with 
pride.  He  left  a wife  and  one  child,  Rhoba,  now 
Mrs.  George  W.  Dersheimer.  Mrs.  Rockwell  has 
since  become  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Brooks.  Joseph 
C.  Rockwell’s  parents  were  Hiram  and  Rebecca 
(Merritt)  Rockwell,  the  former  a son  of  William 
Rockwell,  a native  of  Connecticut  who  settled  in 
Susquehanna  county  in  an  earl}-  day ; the  mother  was 
a daughter  of  William  and  Rebecca  (Lanfer)  Mer- 
ritt, also  Connecticut  people  who  settled  in  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Hiram  Rockwell  was  born  in 
Susquehanna  county.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, a good  man  and  citizen,  and  an  active  worker 
and  local  preacher  in  the  Baptist  Church. 

AUGUST  SMITH,  a well-to-do  agriculturist 
of  Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  whose  success  has  proved  that  energy, 


perseverance  and  sound  judgment  will  command  for 
their  possessor  an  honorable  position  in  life. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  1848  in  Baden,  Germany, 
son  of  Adam  and  Lutgart  (Keller)  Smith,  both  of 
whom  were  born  and  reared  in  that  Duchv.  The 
father  was  a glass-blower  by  occupation,  and  some 
years  after  his  marriage  he  removed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Cadiz,  Spain,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for 
about  three  years.  In  1835  he  came  to  America 
with  his  family,  locating  first  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  for  six  years. 
In  1861  he  gave  up  the  work  on  account  of  failing 
health,  and  removed  to  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  pur- 
chasing a farm  which  he  conducted  for  some  time. 
Later  he  rented  the  property  to  a tenant  and  removed 
to  Indian  Orchard,  Wayne  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased the  “George  Weaver  farm,”  and  there  his  re- 
maining years  were  spent,  his  death  occurring  in  1864, 
at  the  age  of  forty-nine.  His  wife  survived  him  with 
six  children,  of  whom  three  are  still  living.  (1) 
Lewis,  born  in  Germany  in  1840,  died  in  1866,  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  been  employed  as  a 
glass-blower.  He  married  a Miss  Collins,  of  that 
city,  and  she  survives  him  with  four  children,  Lewis, 
Adda,  Lizzie  and  Lutgart.  (2)  Ferdinand,  born  in 
Germany  in  1842,  was  a glass-blower  by  trade  and 
resided  in  Brooklyn,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1879.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Manning,  of  Brook- 
lyn, and  had  one  son,  Ferdinand,  now  residing  in 
Brooklyn  with  his  mother.  (3)  August,  our  sub- 
ject, is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (4)  Fred- 
erick was  born  in  Germany  in  1849,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  father  took  charge  of  the  homestead. 
He  died  in  April,  1892,  at  the  threshold  of  a most 
promising  career.  (5)  Rosie,  born  in  Germany  in 
1852,  is  now  the  wife  of  Michael  Coyn,  of  Hones- 
dale,  the  builder  of  the  “Coyn  House,’  of  that  city. 
They  have  eight  children,  Joseph,  Julia,  Frederick, 
Alice,  Fannie,  Helen,  Florence  and  Rosella.  (6) 
Mary,  born  in  i860,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  married 
Anthony  Rickett,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  now 
reside  upon  tiie  old  homestead  in  Indian  Orchard. 
Thev  have  five  children,  Rosie,  Lizzie,  Lewis,  Julius 
and  Veronica. 

As  our  subject  was  only  seven  years  old  when  he 
came  to  America  his  education  was  obtained  in  the 
schools  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  during  the  time  of  his 
father’s  residence  there.  After  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  Wayne  county  he  found  employment  in  the 
Dorflinger  glass  works  at  White  Mills,  as  a journey- 
man glass-blower,  and  for  twenty-nine  years  he  re- 
mained with  that  company,  becoming  such  an  expert 
in  his  chosen  line  of  work  that  he  commanded  a sal- 
ary of  $20  per  week.  In  1883  he  purchased  his 
present  homestead  near  White  Mills,  a fine  estate  of 
125  acres,  formerly  known  as  the  Jones  farm.  He 
has  made  many  improvements  upon  the  place,  mak- 
ing it  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  the  lo- 
cality, and  he  keeps  the  farm  well  stocked  with  good 
breeds  of  domestic  animals,  including  some  fine  Per- 
cheron  horses.  Throughout  his  life  he  has  shown 
the  thrift  for  which  the  German  race  is  noted,  and 
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he  has  made  his  way  to  prosperity  without  sacrificing 
his  integrity  and  honesty.  In  politics  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, has  always  been  one  of  the  active  workers  in 
local  affairs,  taking  special  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  for  nine  years  past  has  been  a member 
of  the  school  board  of  Texas  township.  He  is  now 
treasurer  of  the  board,  and  for  three  years  he  served 
as  collector  of  the  school  fund.  He  and  his  family 
are  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  from  childhood. 

In  1879  Mr.  Smith  married,  for  his  first  wife, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Rimlinger,  of  White  Mills,  Wayne 
county,  a native  of  France.  Her  father,  Michael 
Rimlinger,  came  to  America  with  his  family  some 
years  ago,  and  is  now  a highly-respected  resident  of 
White  Mills.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Smith  died  in  1888, 
leaving  four  sons,  all  of  whom  give  promise  of  be- 
coming substantial  citizens.  Frank  and  Joseph  are 
employed  as  cutters  in  the  Dorflinger  factory,  and 
August  and  John  are  still  attending  school.  In 
1890  Mr.  Smith  married  Mrs.  Mary  Doetsch,  nee 
Tuman,  a daughter  of  George  Tuman,  of  Wayne 
county.  Her  first  husband,  Dr.  Doetsch,  was  a suc- 
cessful physician  at  Pittston,  and  later  at  Honesdale, 
where  he  died  in  1884,  leaving  two  children : Jacob, 
born  in  1872,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  book-bind- 
ing business  at  Honesdale,  and  Miss  Christina,  who 
was  born  in  1877,  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  received 
an  excellent  education  in  the  schools  at  Pittston  and 
Honesdale,  her  fine  mental  gifts  enabling  her  to 
make  good  use  of  her  opportunities.  She  now  re- 
sides with  her  mother,  at  the  homestead. 

PHILIP  S.  LEE,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  is  a man  whose  in- 
dustry and  thrift  have  won  for  him  a comfortable 
competence,  and  his  attractive  homestead  near 
Stroudsburg  gives  evidence  of  his  judicious  manage- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lee  belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  Monroe  county,  his  grandfather,  Ebenezer  Lee, 
a native  of  Ireland,  having  settled  there  at  an  early 
day.  This  worthy  citizen  had  four  children, 
among  whom  was  a son,  Edward,  our  subject’s 
father.  Of  the  others  : (1)  Jesse  died  in  Monroe 

county,  unmarried.  (2)  Joseph,  a farmer  in  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county,  married  Miss  Peggie 
Bush,  of  the  same  township,  and  died  in  1892,  leav- 
ing three  children,  George,  Charles,  and  Miriam, wife 
of  Michael  Brishe,  of  Stroud  township.  (3)  Mary 
married  John  Miller,  of  Stroud  township,  and  both 
are  now  deceased;  they  had  four  children,  (a)  Sal- 
lie  married  Birchie  Canard,  and  died  in  Ohio  some 
years  ago.  (b)  Elizabeth  married  James  White, 
of  Stroudsburg,  and  died  leaving  three  children — 
John,  now  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
Stroudsburg;  Edward,  who  is  married,  and  is  em- 
ployed as  a conductor  on  the  Wilkes  Barre  & Eastern 
railroad,  and  Martha,  the  wife  of  Truman  Arnold, 
of  Michigan,  (c)  Alice,  wife  of  Dennis  Edinger, 
now  postmaster  at  Stroudsburg,  (d)  Ames  Miller 
resides  in  Tonawanda,  Pennsylvania. 


Edward  Lee,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Monroe  county,  in  1801,  and  in  early  manhood 
married  Miss  Rachel  Platenburg.  Soon  afterward 
he  purchased  fortv  acres  of  wild  land,  two  and  one- 
half  miles  north  of  Stroudsburg,  which  he  cleared 
and  improved  for  a homestead,  erecting  good  build- 
ings. He  died  there  in  1893;  his  wife,  who  had 
shared  all  the  hardships  of  their  years  of  struggle, 
passed  away  in  1874.  They  had  three  sons — Will- 
iam W.,  Philip  S.  and  Sydenham  W.  William  W., 
born  February  10,  1828,  in  Stroud  township,  is  a re- 
tired farmer  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  married 
Miss  Caroline  Detrick,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  and  has  two 
sons,  Edward  and  George,  who  are  married  and  re- 
side in  Susquehanna  county,  Sydenham  W.  Lee, 
born  February  1,  1836,  in  Stroud  township,  occupies 
his  father’s  old  homestead.  He  married  Miss  Fran- 
ces Berry,  of  the  same  township,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Bertha  and  Harry,  who  are  both  at  home. 

Philip  S.  Lee  was  born  February  10,  1831.  at 
the  old  home  in  Stroud  township,  and  was  reared  a 
farmer  boy.  As  a young  man  he  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade  with  William  Rowe,  of  Stroudsburg, 
and  this  business  he  followed  successfully  for  eight- 
een years.  In  1855  he  purchased  a small  tract  of 
wild  land  in  Stroud  township,  where  he  cleared  a 
farm  and  built  a substantial  residence  and  other 
buildings.  In  1877  he  sold  this  property,  and  bought 
100  acres  of  the  Joseph  Dusenburg  farm  near  Smi- 
ley’s bridge,  on  the  road  from  Stroudsburg  to 
Spragueville.  He  has  made  many  improvements, 
including  the  building  of  a commodious  and  com- 
fortable modern  residence  and  a bank  barn.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Lee  is  a Republican  of  the  old-time  Whig 
stock,  his  father  having  been  an  ardent  Whig  until 
the  war  issues  brought  about  readjustment  of  party 
lines.  Our  subject  has  at  times  held  office  in  his 
township,  including  that  of  supervisor,  and  as  a citi- 
zen he  is  active  in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the 
locality.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Church 
at  Mt.  Zion. 

In  1853  he  married  Miss  Esther  Brutzman.  who 
was  born  in  1836,  daughter  of  Lewis  Brutzman,  a 
well-known  resident  of  Stroud  township,  and  his 
wife  Phoebe  (Posten),  who  now  resides  with  our 
subject  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- two  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lee  have  had  three  sons,  all  of  whom  are 
taking  honorable  places  in  life.  (1)  William  O., 
born  September  7,  1862,  received  a public-school  ed- 
ucation, and  is  now  employed  as  a street-car  con- 
ductor in  Scranton.  In  1885  he  married  Miss  REoda 
Brish,  of  Stroud  township,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, Mahlon,  Anna  and  Carrie.  (2)  Alexander 
Sherman,  born  May  3,  1867.  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools’of  Stroud  township,  and  now  resides 
at  Yatesville,  Luzerne  county,  being  employed  as  an 
engineer  on  the  Wilkesbarre  & Eastern  railroad. 
He  married  Miss  Emma  Ruff,  of  Stroudsburg;  she 
died  in  August,  1898,  and  he  subsequently  married 
Miss  Phoebe  Malone,  a daughter  of  a well-known 
engineer  on  the  Wilkesbarre  & Eastern  railroad. 
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(3)  Edward  Martin,  born  July  21,  1874,  completed 
a public-school  course,  and  in  1892  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  New  York,  Susquehanna  & Western 
Railroad  Company  as  a fireman.  Two  years  later  he 
returned  to  the  old  homestead  and  assisted  his  father, 
and  in  1896  they  began  prospecting  for  coal ; at  pres- 
ent they  are  drilling  266  feet  below  the  surface  with 
every  prospect  .of  success.  He  has  fine  musical  tal- 
ent as  well  as  business  ability,  and  plays  the  cornet  in 
the  Spragueville  hand.  On  December  16,  1899,  he 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Werkheiser,  of  Kellersville, 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county.  Philip  S.  Lee 
had  three  daughters,  Mary,  Carrie  and  Mildred,  one 
son,  Hiram,  and  one  grandchild,  Milton,  all  now  de- 
ceased. 

GEORGE  H.  ROBACKER,  an  energetic,  en- 
terprising and  prosperous  farmer  of  Greene  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  comes  of  good  old  German 
stock.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Christopher  Ro- 
backer,  was  a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  was 
there  reared  and  married.  On  his  emigration  to 
America  he  located  in  Dreher  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died. 

George  Robacker,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
bom  in  Baden,  Germany,  May  1,  1812,  and  was 
twelve  years  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  the 
United  States.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  com- 
menced operating  the  old  homestead  in  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county,  but  later  removed  to 
Greene  township,  Pike  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  lumbering  until  bis  death,  Novem- 
ber 24,  1856.  He  was  married  in  Waymart,  Wayne 
county,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Fribley,  who  was  born 
November  3,  1820,  a daughter  of  John  Fribley,  and 
died  January  14,  1889.  The  children  born  of  this 
union  were  Moses  K.,  a resident  of  Newfoundland, 
Penn.;  George,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Levin, 
a farmer  of  Greene  township.  Pike  county,  who  died 
leaving  a wife  and  five  children ; Milana,  wife  of 
George  Waltz,  of  Newfoundland,  Penn. ; Sophia, 
widow  of  Charles  D.  Waltz,  and  a resident  of  East 
Branch  Pond,  Greene  township ; Jacob,  a farmer  of 
the  same  township;  Harriette,  wife  of  William 
Derne,  of  Bethlehem,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.;  and 
Annie,  who  is  living  with  our  subject. 

George  H.  Robacker,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Dreher  township,  Wayne 
county,  Mav  9,  1843,  but  his  boyhood  and  youth 
were  passed  in  Greene  township.  Pike  county,  in 
attending  school  during  the  winter  months  and  as- 
sisting in  the  farm  work  during  the  summer  season. 
In  1864-65-66  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
working  at  lumbering  in  the  counties  of  Potter, 
Elk  and  Clearfield,  Penn.,  meeting  with  eood  suc- 
cess. Soon  afterward  he  bought  land,  and  has  since 
devoted  his  energies  to  general  farming  and  lumber- 
ing. He  has  met  with  a well-deserved  success  in 
his  life  work,  and  to-day  has  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  Pike  county,  consisting  of  102  acres,  one-half  of 
which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  improved  with  good  and  substantial  build- 


ings that  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  en- 
terprise. 

In  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  May  7,  1870, 
Mr.  Robacker  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Louisa  Heberling,  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Regina 
(Strauss)  Heberling.  Her  paternal  grandfather  was 
Peter  Heberling,  a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  and 
her  maternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Sailor)  Strauss,  natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many. Airs.  Robacker  was  born  May  13.  1844, 
and  is  second  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a large  family 
of  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : Emma, 

wife  of  John  Marsch,  a farmer  of  Greene  township, 
Pike  county ; Henry,  John  and  Edward,  all  farmers 
of  the  same  township;  Jacob,  a resident  of  Helena, 
Mont. ; Levin,  an  insurance  agent  of  Philadelphia, 
Penn. ; Hattie,  wife  of  Moses  Phillips,  of  Strouds- 
burg, Penn. ; Peter,  who  is  also  living  in  Strouds- 
burg ; Ella,  wife  of  George  Meyers,  of  Greene  town- 
ship, Pike  county;  Ida,  wife  of  Jacob  Waltz,  of 
Stroudsburg;  and  Llerbert^  a farmer  of  Greene 
township,  Pike  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robacker  have  a family  of  four 
children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as 
follows:  Maurice  A.,  June  27,  1872;  Ella  E.,  July 

10,  1874;  Byron  John,  April  27,  1879;  and  Agnes 
S.,  January  19.  1885.  The  parents  are  both  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Hopedale  Moravian  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  Robacker  is  serving  as  elder,  and  was 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  In 
1880  he  served  as  a delegate  of  the  Moravian 
Church  to  the  Senate  at  Hope,  Inch  ; also  in  1892 
served  as  delegate  to  the  district  Senate  of  the  same 
Church  at  Bethlehem,  Penn.  At  present  he  is  serv- 
ing as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  So- 
cially he  has  been  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
for  thirty  years,  and  also  belongs  to  the  American 
Protective  Association.  He  has  always  been  a 
strong  Republican  when  it  comes  to  national  poli- 
tics, but  at  local  .elections  votes  for  the  best  man 
regardless  of  party  affiliations.  He  himself  has 
most  acceptably  served  as  judge  of  election,  super- 
visor for  several  years  and  overseer  of  the  poor. 

FREDERICK  W.  STEPHENS,  a well-known 
farmer  and  milk  dealer  residing  in  Dyberry  town- 
ship. Wayne  county,  was  born  on  the  place  which  is 
still  his  home,  March  to,  1855.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, James  Stephens,  was  a native  of  Cornwall, 
England,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  married  and 
reared  his  children.  In  1843  the  family  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  the  grandfather  died 
in  1869.  His  children  were  William,  who  died 
May  22,  1895 ; James,  a school  teacher  by  pro- 
fession. who  spent  his  entire  life  in  England;  John, 
who  died  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wavne  county ; 
Thomas,  the  father  of  our  subject:  Harry  (de- 
ceased!. who  was  a resident  of  Honesdale:  Tane, 
wife  of  George  Fitz,  of  Mt.  Pleasant;  and  Lydia,  a 
resident  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Thomas  Stephens  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Eng- 
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land,  March  28,  1819*  and  with  the  family  came  to 
America,  locating  in  Honesdale.  By  occupation  he 
was  a farmer,  butcher  and  milk  dealer.  In  Dyberry 
township  he  purchased  a farm  on  which  stood  a 
residence,  but  recently  torn  down,  which  was  erected 
nearly  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  upon  that  place 
he  died  in  i860.  In  1850  Ttiomas  Stephens  was 
married,  by  Rev.  John  D.  Stafford,  to  Miss  Mary 
Snell,  a daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Wharry) 
Snell,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Corn- 
wall, England,  and  came  to  America  when  their 
daughter  Mary  was  about  twelve  years  old.  She 
was  their  eldest  child,  the  others  being  John,  who 
died  in  this  country;  Richard,  who  was  lost  at  sea; 
Samuel,  a resident  of  Holyoke,  Mass. ; Elizabeth, 
deceased,  wife  of  Jacob  Faatz ; Jane,  widow  of 
Charles  Bodie,  of  Dyberry ; Maria,  wife  of  William 
Gregory,  of  Dyberry ; and  Ellen,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  children  born  to  Thomas  Stephens  and 
wife  were  as  follows : Thomas,  born  May  30, 

1851,  died  in  Ohio,  January  3,  1892;  Elizabeth  J., 
born  January  30,  1853,  was  a successful  teacher  for 
many  years  in  Wayne  county,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  W.  L.  Dunn,  of  Ohio;  Frederick  W.  is  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Alice  Maria,  born  April  15,  1857, 
died  February  13,  1863 ; and  Ellen  Lydia,  born 
January  6,  1859,  died  March  17,  i860. 

Upon  the  home  farm  Frederick  W.  Stephens 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  acquired  his  education. 
As  his  father  died  when  he  was  a mere  child,  much 
of  the  farm  work  fell  upon  his  shoulders  at  an  early 
age.  He  now  owns  the  place,  and  his  mother  finds 
a pleasant  home  with  him.  In  1896  he  erected  his 
present  comfortable  and  commodious  residence,  at 
a cost  of  $2,500.  He  has  fifty  acres  of  excellent 
land,  all  under  cultivation,  and  in  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming  has  devoted  special  attention  to  the 
milk  business,  retailing  that  product  in  Seelyville 
and  Honesdale.  He  has  been  interested  in  this  in- 
dustry since  November,  1894. 

Mr.  Stephens  married  Miss  Virginia  Benney, 
a daughter  of  John  Benney,  of  Seelyville,  who  was 
a soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  They  have  two  children : 
Carrie  B.  and  Harry  H.  The  parents  are  both  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Hones- 
dale, and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
them.  Fraternally  Mr.  Stephens  is  a member  of 
the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Grange,  while  polit- 
ically he  is  independent,  voting  for  the  best  man 
regardless  of  party  affiliations.  He  has  held  nearly 
every  office  in  the  township,  and  is  now  serving  his 
fourth  term  as  school  director. 

RHAMANTHUS  MENVILLE  STOCKER 
was  born  at  the  Stocker  homestead  in  Salem,  Wayne 
county,  October  5,  1848.  He  and  his  brothers  as- 
sisted in  all  the  work  incident  to  felling  forests  and 
cultivating  fields.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  Lafayette  College,  where  his  expenses 
were  paid  in  part  from  money  earned  by  him  peel- 
ing hemlock  bark  and  teaching  school.  He  taught 


a number  of  terms,  and  was  among  the  first  from 
Wayne  county  to  obtain  a permanent  certificate. 

Mr.  Stocker  spent  about  six  years  at  Jermyn, 
Penn.,  teaching  the  graded  schools  four  years,  and 
clerking  and  merchandising  the  rest  of  the  time. 
He  then  returned  to  the  homestead,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  father’s  death.  In  the  meantime 
he  turned  his  attention  to  law  and  politics/and  was 
elected  register  and  recorder  of  Wayne  county. 
He  then  removed  to  Honesdale,  where  he  had  pre- 
viously entered  his  name  as  a student  in  the  law  office 
of  Waller  & Bentley,  and  after  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  office 
of  his  preceptor.  On  May  10,  1886,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  Wayne  county,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  been  engaged  most  of  the  time  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  Lie  owns  the  homestead,  and  has 
never  lost  his  interest  in  farming.  He  made  his  first 
political  speech  for  Greeley,  for  President,  in  1872; 
and  he  has  spoken  more  or  less  for  his  party  in  all 
subsequent  campaigns.  He  has  written  more  or 
less  for  the  press,  and  in  1886  assisted  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  “History  of  Wayne,  Pike  and  Monroe 
Counties,”  and  in  1887  he  was  the  editor  of  the 
“Centennial  History  of  Susquehanna  County.”  A 
number  of  reminiscences  and  pen  pictures  of  pio- 
neers have  been  published  by  him,  and  he  takes  keen 
interest  in  local  history.  His  sympathy  and  sup- 
port are  given  all  worthy  movements,  and  he  is  a 
member  and  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Honesdale.  In  political  affairs  he  generally  acts 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1894  he  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Congressman  from  the 
Fifteenth  district.  Since  1895  he  has  been  super- 
intendent of  the  Honesdale  Water  Company. 

On  April  19,  1893,  Mr.  Stocker  was  married  to 
Maretta,  daughter  of  Samuel  H.  Brown,  of  Hones- 
dale, and  they  have  one  son,  Mortimer  M.  Stocker, 
born  May  19,  1895. 

James  D.  Stocker  was  born  in  Salem,  March 
9,  1850,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
For  a time  he  taught  school  while  assisting  on  the 
farm,  but  in  1872  he  removed  to  Jermyn,  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
has  been  successfully  engaged  in  merchandising  and 
in  running  a meat  market,  while  he  has  also  been 
an  active  promoter  of  a number  of  corporations,  in- 
cluding the  Jermyn  Water  Co.,  and  the  Montrose 
Water  Co.,  of  which  latter  company  he  is  president. 
He  was  the  principal  organizer  of  the  Preston  Park 
Association,  and  was  its  president  for  a number  of 
years,  and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  in  Lackawanna  Valley.  He  is  also 
a member  and  trustee  of  Carbondale  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  has  been  twice  married,  both  of  his 
wives  being  daughters  of  Rev.  A.  R.  Raymond,  of 
Salem.  He  has  two  sons:  Frank  R.,  who  gradu- 
ated with  honor  in  the  class  of  1898  at  Yale  College; 
he  is  now  associated  with  his  father  in  the  mercantile 
partnership  known  as  J.  D.  Stoker  & Son.  Claude, 
the  youngest  son,  is  at  home,  and  attending  school 
at  Scranton. 
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The  Stocker  Family  were  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  United  States,  but  the  date  of  the 
immigration  of  the  first  ancestor  is  not  known. 
The  name  is  sometimes  spelled  Stalker,  and  the  fam- 
ily is  probably  of  Scotch  origin.  John  Stocker 
came  to  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  from  Saratoga 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  married  Mary  Moorehouse,  July 
io,  1746.  Their  children  were  Thaddeus,  John, 
Seth  and  Peter.  These  sons  were  all  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  with  the  possible  exception  of  Peter. 
Thaddeus  responded  to  the  first  call  of  Connecticut 
for  troops,  enlisting  in  the  4th  Company  of  the  1st 
Regiment  of  the  Connecticut  line  commanded  by 
Gen.  Wooster,  and  was  with  Gen:  Schuyler  in  the 
campaign  along  Lakes  George  and  Champlain.  He 
died  at  an  advanced  age  at  his  home  near  Bantam 
Station,  Conn.  Seth  and  John  were  with  the  New 
York  forces.  Seth  served  from  1777  to  1782,  and 
was  an  orderly  sergeant.  John  probably  died  in  the 
army  as  he  never  returned  home.  Mary  Moore- 
house Stocker,  the  mother  of  these  children,  lived  .to 
be  one  hundred  and  seven  years  old.  A long  article 
in  a newspaper  about  1830  told  how  that  her  eyesight 
remained  good,  and  that  her  faculties  were  unim- 
paired. She  could  then  mount  a horse,  spin  and 
weave,  and  the  statement  was  made  that  she  had  not 
seen  cotton  cloth  or  tea  until  she  was  eighteen  years 
old. 

II.  John  Stocker,  who  never  returned  from  the 
army,  had  previously  married  Ruey  Parks,  who  sur- 
vived him  with  two  sons.  Her  father  was  also  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  John  Stocker  owned  proper- 
ty on  what  is  now  known  as  Merwin  Hill  in  Weston 
township,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.  They  had  two  sons, 
James  Hill  and  John,  the  latter  of  whom  was  never 
married. 

III.  James  Hill  Stocker  was  reared  by  a relative, 
Jonathan  Hill,  and  was  apprenticed  to  Ebenezer 
Gunn,  of  whom  he  learned  the  trades  of  tanner, 
currier  and  shoemaker,  which  he  afterward  followed 
in  connection  with  farming.  He  married  Abigail 
Pepper  about  1800,  and  made  his  home  in  Kent, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  His  children  were:  Almon ; 
Anson ; Alma,  wife  of  Hiram  Walker ; Anna ; Al- 
bert, who  is  mentioned  below ; and  Susan,  wife  of 
Walter  Meeker,  is  still  living  (1898)  at  Weston, 
Conn.,  aged  eighty-four.  Anson  became  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Meshoppen,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty,  highly  respected. 
Two  of  his  sons,  James  and  Burrowes,  were  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  Alma  lost  her  only  son  in 
the  same  war. 

Albert  Stocker  was  born  July  18,  1811,  in  Kent 
township,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  on  the  hills  over- 
looking the  Housatonic  river.  He  learned  to  read 
and  to  write  with  a quill  pen,  and  in  mathematics 
went  as  far  as  the  double  rule  of  three,  which  en- 
abled him  to  keep  fair  book  accounts.  He  was  early 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  by  his  industry 
he  acquired  an  interest  in  a sawmill  in  New  Milford 
township.  In  1838  he  married  Lydia  Rebecca  Peet, 
and  they  commenced  housekeeping  in  the  home 


which  he  had  provided  at  Northville,  Litchfield 
county.  In  1840  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  mill, 
and  removed  to  Salem,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
purchased  of  Wm.  Swan  the  Isaac  Hewitt  improve- 
ment, located  on  the  old  Luzerne  turnpike.  The 
farm,  which  lies  north  of  Bidwell  Lake,  now  Lake 
Hiawatha,  was  nearly  all  a wilderness  at  that  time. 
It  was  traversed  from  east  to  west  by  the  old  In- 
dian trail  which  led  from  Wyoming,  thence  through 
Cobb’s  Gap  to  the  Minisink  on  the  Delaware. 
This  trail  was  enlarged  into  a road  by  the  Connecti- 
cut emigrants  to  Wyoming  in  1762,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  them  in  their  migrations  to  and  from  the 
settlement. 

The  Stocker  homestead  also  adjoins  the  Little 
Meadows  farm,  which  was  occupied  by  a squatter 
in  1770,  who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Wyoming.  Mr.  Hewitt  had  built  a frame 
house  with  two  stone  chimneys  and  four  fireplaces 
and  a large  oven.  Into  this  home, which  was  comfort- 
able for  the  time,  Mr.  Stocker  moved  with  his  wife, 
and  here  they  labored  and  reared  their  family. 
There  was  only  a small  clearing,  and  hard  labor  was 
required  to  fell  the  forests  and  reduce  the  rugged 
wilderness  to  cultivated  fields.  Mr.  Stocker  under- 
took this  work  in  common  with  all  the  pioneers, 
and  succeeded  in  making  a comfortable  home  for 
his  family.  In  all  his  labors  he  was  assisted  by 
his  excellent  wife,  who  contributed  much  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  the  family.  She  was  a good  spinner, 
and  her  mother  and  sister  could  weave  cloth  for  use 
in  the  household.  The  labors  of  the  pioneer  mothers 
never  seemed  to  cease,  and  Mrs.  Stocker  was  an 
active  woman,  always  looking  after  the  comfort 
and  advancement  of  her  household. 

One  day  in  the  month  of  May,  just  as  the  buds 
were  bursting  from  their  long  winter’s  sleep,  the 
death  angel  bore  away  the  eldest  born  and  only 
daughter,  Melissa,  when  she  was  about  six  years  of 
age.  Three  robust  and  romping  boys  subsequently 
received  that  mother’s  watchful  care.  She  toiled 
and  sacrificed  for  their  good,  and  was  careful  in 
sending  them  to  school,  Sunday-school  and  Church. 
Both  parents  insisted  upon  obedience.  The  moth- 
er's determination  is  illustrated  by  a little  well-re- 
membered incident.  One  of  'the  boys,  who  had 
been  sent  to  school,  a mile  distant  over  the  bills, 
soon  returned.  The  mother  took  him  by  the  hand 
and  led  him  quite  a distance  and  sent  him  back 
again.  Soon  after  he  came  back;  he  wanted  to 
stay  at  home  and  roam  in  the  fields.  Most  mothers 
would  have  yielded  to  the  crying  importunities  of 
the  little  fellow  whom  she  dearly  loved,  but  a sense 
of  duty  overpowered  all  other  considerations,  and 
once  more  this  mother  took  that  boy,  this  time 
using  the  persuasion  of  a switch,  and  she  led  him 
more  than  half  a mile  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  told 
him  to  go,  and  he  went,  and  never  tried  to  play 
truant  again. 

Air.  Stocker  made  it  a rule  never  to  purchase 
anything  that  he  could  not  pay  for  in  cash,  con- 
sequently he  was  never  embarrassed  by  debt.  Rath- 
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er  suffer  some  inconvenience  than  incur  indebted- 
ness. He  was  constable  and  tax  collector  for  a 
few  years,  but  was  not  an  aspirant  for  office.  His 
integrity  was  unquestioned,  and  he  insisted  upon 
others  dealing  fairly  with  him,  and  he  was  seldom 
imposed  .upon  by  traveling  fakirs  of  any  kind.  A 
constant  reader  of  the  newspapers,  he  was  well 
posted  on  current  events,  and  had  decided  opinions 
about  men  and  measures,  which  he  expressed 
frankly  and  fearlessly.  If  his  children  exhibited 
any  undue  amount  of  playfulness,  he  furnished 
plenty  of  work  and  “Poor  Richard’s”  maxims, 
which  he  considered  were  far  more  beneficial  than 
baseball,  cards  or  dancing;  consequently  his  boys 
have  none  of  these  sportive  accomplishments  that 
are  considered  so  essential  in  modern  society;  but 
then,  they  had  the  privilege  of  g'oing  bare-footed 
in  summer,  and  they  learned  how  to  swim  in  the 
lake  that  bordered  on  the  farm,  and  were  permitted 
to  fish  in  its  waters,  after  work  was  done,  and  to 
hunt  partridges,  pigeons,  wild  ducks  and  squirrels, 
while  the  4th  of  July,  which  had  been  looked  for- 
ward to  all  the  year,  was  a holiday, 

Mr.  Stocker  was  not  wealthy,  and  he  had  no 
bank  account,  but  he  was  never  without  money. 
He  never  borrowed  any  money,  and  always  had 
some  to  lend;  he  never  took  a judgment  note,  and 
seldom  or  never  lost  a dollar  that  was  due  him. 
Trust  money  that  he  held  as  tax  collector  and  gate- 
keeper were  kept  separate,  and  not  broken  in  upon 
for  his  personal  use.  He  was  just  as  faithful  in 
attending  gate  at  twelve  dollars  a year  as  though 
it  had  been  that  much  a day,  and  he  would  stay  up 
until  midnight  to  catch  New  Jersey  teamsters  that 
were  in  the  habit  of  running  the  gate.  He  mar- 
keted his  own  products,  and  sometimes  purchased 
of  his  neighbors  for  market,  but  his  principal  occu- 
pation was  farming.  He  was  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, but  in  township  and  county  matters  did  not 
confine  his  votes  to’  his  party. 

Stretching  from  the  Stocker  homestead  to  the 
"Wallenpaupack  river  was  a wilderness  unbroken 
except  by  the  Orrin  Bidwell  and  Gabriel  Davis’ 
clearings  until  about  1850,  when  the  Ledgedale  tan- 
nery was  established  on  the  Wallenpaupack.  The 
employes  of  this  company  were  mostly  Irish.  At 
that  time  there  was  a great  prejudice  against  for- 
eigners among  the  Yankee  settlers,  and  Albert  Stock- 
er was  among  the  first  of  the  Yankees  to  extend  to 
these  sturdy  sons  of  toil  the  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship, insisting  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  same 
rights  that  he  enjoyed  himself.  To  that  end  he 
favored  liberal  naturalization  laws.  He  was  sel- 
dom sick,  and  employed  no  physician  for  himself. 
On  March  23,  1878,  after  foddering  his  cattle  and 
eating  breakfast,  he  was  stricken  with  apoplexy 
and  died  almost  immediately,  aged  sixty-six  years. 
His  wife  lived  twelve  years  after  that,  and  died  at 
the  homestead  in  1890,  aged  seventy-six.  Neither 
of  them  were  Church  members,  but  they  were  sat- 
urated with  Puritan  ideas.  Mrs.  Stocker  was  a 
great  student  of  the  Bible,  and  could  quote  Scripture 


suitable  to  almost  any  occasion.  They  had  their 
faults — as  who  has  not?— but  for  robust  honesty, 
sincerity  and  truthfulness  the  memory  of  their 
lives  will  stand  like  monitors  to  guard  and  guide 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  their  children.  The  three 
sons,  Jerome  T.,  of  Peetona,  Rhamanthus  M.,  of 
Honesdale,  and  James  D.,  of  Jermyn,  Lackawanna 
county,  are  noted  separately. 

The  Peets  are  among  the  old  Colonial  families 
of  New  England.  John  Peet,  the  first  ancestor  of 
whom  we  have  record,  came  from  Duffield  Parish, 
Derbyshire,  England,  in  the  ship  “Hopewell,”  Capt. 
Bundock,  sailing  from  London  in  1635.  He  was- 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Stratford,  Conn.,  and 
from  1640  to  1660  rang  the  bell  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  that  place,  it  being  one  of  the  very 
few  bells  in  America  at  that  time.  He  died  in 
1678,  aged  eighty-one,  leaving  two  sons:  John, 

born  about  1638,  and  Benjamin,  born  about  1640. 
A large  number  of  the  descendants  of  Benjamin 
are  residents  of  New  York  City,  where  they  are 
clergymen,  lawyers,  doctors,  merchants  and  trades- 
men. 

II.  John  Peet  died  in  1684,  leaving  a family  of 
seven  children,  among  them  a son  John. 

III.  Sergt.  John  Peet,  born  in  1672,  was  mar- 
ried, in  1695,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Moore- 
house,  and  died  in  1719,  leaving  a family  of  seven 
children,  among  them  a son  David. 

IV.  David  Peet,  born  in  1698,  was  married  in 

1719  to  Mary  Titharton,  who  was  probably  a 
daughter  of  Timothy  Titharton,  a son  of  Daniel 
Titharton,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Stratford. 
This  pioneer  represented  Stratford  in  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1647,  1649,  1652  and  1654.  and  died  in  1661. 
In  his  will  he  mentions  Daniel,  Samuel  and  Timo- 
thy Titharton,  to  whom  he  gave  estates  in  England 
besides  land  in  New  England.  David  and  Mary 
Peet  had  the  following  children : Samuel.  Mehet- 

able,  John,  Thaddeus,  David  (born  in  October, 
1730),  Mary,  Patience,  Hannah,  Sarah  and  Benja- 
min. Nearly  all  of  these  children  settled  in  New 
Milford,  Conn.,  and  Peet  Hill,  purchased  by  them 
in  1746,  is  still  in  the  possession  of  their  descend- 
ants. 

V.  John  Peet,  who  was  born  in  1725  or  1726, 

married  Rebecca  Fairchild,  from  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  Stratford.  The  Fairchilds  are  a family 
of  long  standing  in  England  and  Scotland,  the 
name  being  Fairbairn  in  the  latter  country,  and 
their  coat  of  arms  indicates  that  members  of  it  were 
in  the  crusades  from  1096  to  1400.  John  Peet  was 
a large  man,  noted  for  his  physical  strength.  He 
was  a bloomer  in  a forge,  and  it  is  said  that  he 
could,  with  ease,  lift  an  anvil  weighing  750  pounds. 
His  children  were:  Thankful,  John.  David,  Abi- 

gail, Rebecca,  Nathaniel,  Mabel  and  Daniel.  David, 
born  in  1749,  is  mentioned  as  an  ensign  of  militia 
in  1773,  and  in  1775  he  was  a lieutenant  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  in  the  10th  Company  of  the 
15th  Regiment,  Connecticut  line. 

VI.  Daniel  Peet,  who  was  born  in  1765,  was 
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executor  of  his  father’s  will,  and  undertook  to  pur- 
chase the  interest  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
estate  in  New  Milford,  Conn. ; but  he  was  unable 
to  make  his  payments,  and  in  1829  he  sold  his  farm 
and  with  the  money  left  after  paying  his  debts 
removed  to  Salem,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  whither  four 
of  his  children  had  preceded  him.  He  purchased 
the  Samuel  Hartford  improvement  on  what  has 
since  been  known  as  Peet  Hill,  and  here  he  and  his 
good  wife  Betsy  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
He  was  six  feet  four  inches  tall,  being  just  about 
the  same  height  as  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  was  of  a 
quiet  and  contemplative  disposition,  while  his  wife 
was  an  active,  energetic  woman!  They  lived  to 
advanced  ages,  he  being  nearly  eighty-five  and  she 
seventy-four  when  they  died.  In  religious  faith 
they  were  Episcopalians.  They  had  a family  of  ten 
children,  five  boys  and  five  girls,  all  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity.  ( 1 ) Charles  married  Anna  Wright, 
a daughter  of  Nathan  Wright,  one  of  the  pioneer 
blacksmiths  of  Salem,  and  located  in  the  southern 
part  of  that  town.  (2)  Abijah  married  Hester 
Wright,  and  located  on  Peet  Hill.  (3)  Polley  was 
the  wife  of  Moses  Wright,  an  ingenious  man  who 
made  spinning  wheels  and  other  implements  for 
the  settlers.  Their  home  was  on  the  “North  and 
South  road.”  (4)  Betsey  Ann  retained  the  home- 
stead and  cared  for  her  parents.  (5)  Caroline  be- 
came the  wife  of  Abel  Wright,  and  located  on  the 
“East  and  West  road.”  (6)  Albey  died  when 
thirty  years  of  age.  (7)  Lydia  Rebecca  was  the 
wife  of  Albert  Stocker.  (8)  Daniel  married  Je- 
mima Hollister,  and  reared  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren. (9)  Capt.  John  Peet  lived  on  Peet  Hill  ad- 
joining his  father.  He  was  a man  of  good  judg- 
ment, and,  without  any  advantages  for  an  educa- 
tion, he  acquired  by  reading  and  observation  suffi- 
cient knowledge  to  make  his  counsel  of  value.  (10) 
Orinda  became  the  wife  of  Abner  Andrews,  and 
they  have  a family  of  three  daughters  and  one  son. 
Four  of  the  grandsons  of  Daniel  Peet  were  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  one  furnished  a substi- 
tute. One  died  in  the  army,  and  two  were  con- 
fined for  a time  in  Confederate  prisons. 

JOHN  ST.  BONNETT  (deceased),  until  his 
death  recently  one  of  the  proprietors  of  ineyard 
Cottage,”  a popular  summer  hotel  near  Strouds- 
burg, Monroe  county,  was  a model  landlord,  his 
genial  courtesy,  no  less  than  his  thoughtful  con- 
sideration for  the  comfort  of  his  guests,  being  ap- 
preciated by  all  who  had  the  fortune  to  spend  the 
vacation  season  at  that  charming  resort. 

The  Cottage  is  located  about  one  mile  north- 
west of  Stroudsburg,  on  Brodhead  creek,  and  is 
easv  of  access  from  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad,  the  proprietors  sending  a convey- 
ance to  the  depot  to  meet  visitors.  The  attractions 
of  the  place  are  many  and  varied,  and  among  the 
out-door  sports  special  mention  should  be  made  of 
the  excellent  bathing  and  trout  fishing  in  the  creek. 
Within  the  house  exists  neatness,  and  artistic  taste 


reigns  in  every  department,  making  it  a favorite 
resort  of  a refined  class  of  tourists. 

Mr.  St.  Bonnett,  who  was  a fine  specimen  of 
the  French  race,  was  born  in  1820,  in  Chavanau, 
County  Du  Rhone,  Department  of  the  Lizere, 
France,  a son  of  Clode  and  Carnet  Bonnett,  who 
were  natives  and  lifelong  residents  of  France. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  French  lan- 
guage in  his  native  country,  and  as  a young  man 
learned  the  silk-weaving  trade,  which  he  followed 
in  his  own  country  for  a number  of  years.  In  1848 
he  married  Miss  Theresa  Gerard,  who  was  born  in 
Lyons,  France,  March  14,  1826,  and  in  July,  1853, 
he  came  to  America  with  his  family  and  his  wife’s 
mother,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gerard.  After  a brief  stay 
in  New  York  City  he  went  to  Seymour,  Conn., 
where  he  was  emploved  by  the  Eagle  Silk  Co.,  and 
two  years  later  he  removed  to  Waterbury,  Conn., 
where  he  was  employed  in  weaving  suspenders  for 
the  American  Suspender  Co.  For  eleven  years  he 
was  foreman  of  the  works,  but  in  1870  he  sold  his 
home  in  Oakville,  Conn.,  and  removed  to  Seneca, 
Ivans.,  locating  two  miles  north  of  the  county  seat, 
where  he  bought  a farm,  and  was  engaged  in  rais- 
ing corn  and  stock  for  fifteen  years.  In  1885  he 
sold  his  farm  and  purchased  seventy-three  acres  of 
the  old  Brown  homestead  in  Stroud  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  where,  in  conjunction  with  his  son 
Nicholas,  he  built  a large  cottage  for  summer 
boarders.  He  also  planted  a vineyard  of  ten  acres, 
which  has  been  producing  for  some  time,  and  he 
pressed  and  made  as  much  as  a thousand  gal- 
lons of  wine  per  annum  for  a number  of  years.  He 
died  October  31,  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years,  from  a stroke  of  apoplexy. 

As  a citizen  Mr.  St.  Bonnett  was  greatly  es- 
teemed. and  he  took  much  interest  in  political  ques- 
tions as  a stanch  Democrat.  While  residing  in 
Kansas  he  served  two  terms  as  supervisor.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  was  a Catholic,  and  his  widow  and 
family  are  prominent  in  the  Church  at  Stroudsburg. 
Of  his  four  children,  the  eldest,  John,  born  July  15, 
1848,  in  Lyons,  France,  was  educated  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  now  resides  in  North  Attleboro,  Mass., 
where  he  follows  electro-plating.  Sociallv  he  is 
connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  also  the  K.  of  P.  and 
F.  & A.  M.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Fowles,  of 
New  Plampshire,  and  has  two  children,  Frank  and 
Addie.  (2)  Frank,  born  in  France  in  18^2,  was 
educated  in  Connecticut,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Lake  county,  South  Dakota,  where  he  owns  a fine 
farm  of  160  acres.  He  married  Miss  Margaret 
Kook,  of  Kansas,  and  has  seven  children,  five 
daughters,  Annie,  Maggie,  Louise,  Clara  and  Flor- 
ence, and  two  sons,  John  and  Frank.  (3)  Nicho- 
las was  born  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  in  18 ?6,  and  re- 
ceived a bood  public-school  education.  He  married 
Miss  Maggie  Moriartv,  a native  of  Kansas,  and 
they  now  reside  in  and  manage  “Vineyard  Cottage,” 
in  which  he  owns  a one-half  interest.  He  has  three 
children,  Mary,  Warren  and  Marguerite.  (4) 
Louisa,  born  April  5.  1862,  at  Oakville,  Conn.,  ac- 
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companied  her  parents  to  Kansas,  and  while  riding 
on  horseback  to  school  one  day  (for  she  was  an  ex- 
cellent horseback  rider,  and  very  fond  of  the  sport), 
she  fell  while  crossing  a creek,  and  was  killed. 
Though  but  fifteen  years  old,  she  had  already  shown 
marked  talent,  was  the  pride  and  delight  of  the 
family,  and  had  made  a wide  circle  of  friends. 

LOUIS  E.  MERRING  (deceased),  who  for 
several  years  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and 
representative  citizens  of  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  March 
25,  1846.  In  1853  he  came  to  Wayne  county, 
where  he  grew  to-  manhood.  Throughout  his  busi- 
ness career  he  was  interested  in  lumbering  and 
farming,  and,  meeting  with  a fair  degree  of  success 
in  his  undertaking,  he  was  able  to  leave  his  widow 
n comfortable  circumstances. 

On  August  22,  1869,  Mr.  Merring  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Victoreen  Sheerer,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  by  Rev.  Jacob  Harris,  a 
Methodist  Protestant  minister.  She  was  born  Oc- 
tober 15,  1852,  in  Jefferson  township,  Luzerne 
county,  and  is  a daughter  of  James  A.  Sheerer,  a 
retired  fanner  of  that  township,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion the  spirit  of  patriotism  moved  Mr.  Merring 
to  enlist,  and  he  became  a member  of  an  unassigned 
company,  8th  P.  V.  I.  On  December  24,  1864, 
while  in  barracks  somewhere  down  South,  the  of- 
ficer in  charge,  while  calling  the  roll  failed  to  call 
his  name,  and  he  was  accidentally  left  alone  in  the 
barracks  with  the  result  that  he  had  both  feet 
frozen.  During  his  service  he  also  contracted 
rheumatism  and  bowel  trouble,  from  which  he 
never  fully  recovered.  He  died  May  20,  1896,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Maplewood  cemetery.  In  polit- 
ical sentiment  he  was  a Republican,  and  in  religi- 
ous connection  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church.  He  was  a man  of 
excellent  principles,  leading  a blameless  life,  and 
enjoying  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  community 
where  he  made  his  home,  dying  mourned  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Mrs. 
Merring's  brother  now  resides  with  her,  and  man- 
ages the  farm. 

GEORGE  F.  SIMONS,  a prominent  hotel 
man  of  Ariel,  Wayne  county,  where  for  a decade 
or  more  his  name  has  been  closely  allied  with  the 
business  and  social  interests  of  the  place,  has  de- 
scended from  pioneer  families  of  this  locality. 

Mr.  Simons’  great-grandfather,  James  Simons, 
was  one  of  tne  family  of  six  brothers  and  one  sister 
who  settled  in  what  is  now  Greene  and  Sterling 
townships,  Pike  and  Wayne  counties,  respectively 
The  family  came  from  County  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
to  Philadelphia,  in  1806,  and  some  of  them  removed 
to  Wayne  and  Pike  counties  in  about  1807  and 
1808,  James  locating  in  Greene  township.  Pike 
county.  His  children  by  his  first  wife  were : Silas 


and  Henry,  those  by  his  second  wife  being  George 
B.,  William,  Abraham,  Jabez,  Thomas,  James,  and 
Samuel.  James  Simons  (1)  located  about  a half 
mile  east  of  the  Paupack,  cleared  up  a good  farm 
and  built  the  stone  house  subsequently  occupied 
by  his  son  Samuel.  His  son  Thomas  located  on  part 
of  the  tract  about  a half  mile  north  of  the  home- 
stead. Jabez  Simons  located  north  of  his  brother. 

James  Simons  (2),  (grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject), was  seventeen  years  of  age  on  coming  to 
America  with  his  parents.  He  was  twice  married 
before  he  left  Philadelphia,  his  second  wife  being 
Ann  Bell,  of  Boston,  whose  parents  were  of  English 
origin.  He  located  about  one  and  one-half  miles 
southeast  of  his  father,  and  likely  was  later  than 
some  of  the  family  in  coming  to  Wayne  county. 
He  died  in  1867,  his  wife  some  years  later.  Their 
children  were : George,  Abraham  and  William,  ail 
now  deceased ; Jabez,  Thomas,  James,  and  Samuel, 
all  farmers  of  Pike  county ; Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Samuel  Bortree,  formerly  of  Pike  county ; Mary, 
who  married  Horace  Kipp,  of  Palmyra  township, 
Pike  county;  and  Frances,  who  married  John 
Burras. 

Of  the  sons  and  daughters  just  mentioned, 
Abraham  Simons,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
December  6,  1821,  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Greene 
township,  Pike  county,  and  on  July  4,  1846,  in  Sa- 
lem township,  Wayne  county,  married  Mary  J.  Bid- 
well,  a native  of  that  township.  To  this  union 
came  children  as  follows : Emma  A.,  born  October 
2,  1851,  married  George  Jones,  a dealer  in  milk, 
also  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  at  Dun- 
more,  and  has  children — Edgar,  Elizabeth,  Mary 
and  Georgia.  Edgar  W.  will  be  spoken  of  more 
fully  presently.  George  F.  and  Georgianna  (twins) 
were  born  December  6,  1859;  Georgianna  married 
(first)  Edward  Bortree,  and  (second)  Albert 
Brink,  a farmer  and  teacher  of  Sterling  township, 
and  has  two  children — -Virgil  and  Abbie.  Byron  A. 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  Minnie  L.,  born  Au- 
gust 14,  1865,  married  Jacob  Beisecker,  a farmer 
of  Hollisterville.  Abraham  Simons,  father  of  this 
family  of  children,  was  a well-to-do  farmer,  and 
lived  a life  that  commanded  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  the  community.  He  passed  away  April  1, 
1888.  His  good  and  faithful  wife,  who  made  happy 
his  home  through  life,  preceded  him  to  the  other 
world  by  several  years,  dying  February  ir,  1884. 

Mrs.  Mary  j.  (Bidwell)  Simons  (mother  of 
our  subject),  who  was  born  October  25,  1824,  de- 
scended from  an  old  Connecticut  family  who  came 
to  Wayne  county  a century  ago.  Ephraim  Bid- 
well,  her  grandfather,  was  a drum-major  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  and  settled  here  on  a “Soldier’s 
Richt.”  He  and  Timothy  Hollister  came  to  Salem 
township  in  1800,  and  lodged  in  a hut  used  in  a 
sugar  camp,  a mile  north  of  Little  Meadows.  Re- 
turning to  Connecticut,  they  brought  their  families 
the  next  spring.  Bidwell  settled  in  what  is  known 
as  Bidwelltown,  one  mile  south  of  the  East  school 
house.  Ephraim  Bidwell  married  Dorcas  Andrews, 
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a sister  of  John  Andrews,  who  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  serving  under  Washington, 
and  was  present  at  the  execution  of  Major  Andre. 
Of  their  children,  Orren  Bidwell  (father  of  Mrs. 
Simons),  born  May  3,  1795,  married  Betsy  Dan- 
iel, born  September  7,  1801  (both  natives  of  Con- 
necticut), and  located  near  Laurel  Run,  about  two 
miles  from  his  father’s,  where  he  built  a sawmill. 
Their  children  were:  Ira,  born  August  30,  1820, 
married  Eliza  Wright;  Louisa,  born  October  2, 
1821,  married  Arch.  Smith  (both  are  now  de- 
ceased) ; Hiram,  born  January  27,  1823,  married 
Dolly  Nichols  (both  are  deceased,  he  dying  in  the 
army  during  the  Civil  war)  ; Mary  J.  married  Abra- 
ham Simons;  Armenia,  born  May  30,  1826,  is  the 
widow  of  Augustus  Webster,  of  Madisonville, 
Penn.;  Amanda,  born  November  13,  1830,  now 
deceased,  was  twice  married,  first  to  Reuben  Engle, 
and  second  to  Abraham  Simons ; Gilbert  L.,  born 
October  3,  1833,  Hied  in  Salem  township;  Stephen, 
born  September  7,  1838,  was  killed  during  the  Civil 
war,  while  serving  in  the  United  States  army ; Will- 
iam H.,  born  September  1,  1840,  is  a farmer  of 
Lake  township;  George  W.,  born  July  4,  1843 
(now  deceased),  married  Marian  Leonard  (he  was 
a Union  soldier  in  the  Civil  war)  ; and  Benjamin 
. F.  (twin  of  George  W.),  was  also  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  while  in  the  service,  of  a fever. 

George  F.  Simons  was  born  December  6,  1859, 
on  his  father’s  farm  in  Greene  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty. Until  of  age  he  remained  with  his  parents,  do- 
ing such  work  as  is  to  be  done  on  a farm,  and  at- 
tending school.  He  was  for  one  year  in  the  high 
school  at  Hollisterville,  under  Prof.  Ayers,  and  one 
year  at  Greentown,  under  Prof.  Dooley,  after  which 
he  took  a pleasure  trip  to  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  remain- 
ing there  eight  months.  Returning  home,  his  first 
business  experience  was  with  Hiram  Frisby,  with 
whom  he  was  in  partnership  in  a general  store  at 
Greentown.  A year  or  so  after  their  partnership 
began  Mr.  Simons  purchased  his  partner’s  interest, 
and  for  some  five  years  carried  on  the  business 
himself,  during  this  time  erecting  a new  house  and 
•barn,  and  purchasing  a little  farm  of  William  Hoff- 
ner,  in  Greentown.  He  then  sold  his  store  prop- 
erty to  S.  R.  Plazelton,  and  the  farm  to  Martha  M. 
Croft,  and  moved  to  Ariel,  where  his  two  brothers, 
Edgar  W.  and  Byron  A.,  joined  him  in  purchasing 
two  store  properties,  one  owned  by  Dr.  Marcey, 
the  other  by  Dwight  Mills.  They  carried  on  a 
mercantile  business  and  meat  market  for  one  year, 
when  our  subject  and  Byron  A,  sold  out  their  inter- 
est in  the  one  store  to  Edgar  W. ; the  two  brothers 
still  continuing  the  mercantile  business  and  meat 
market  for  three  years.  In  the  meantime,  in  1893, 
they  erected  the  present  “Columbia  Hotel,”  a comfort- 
able and  neat  hostelry  containing  some  forty  airy  and 
elegant  rooms,  in  every  way  an  inviting  establish- 
ment, heated  with  hot  air,  piped  for  water,  and  other- 
wise modernly  furnished.  In  January,  1899.  George 
F.  and  Byron  A.  Simons  sold  the  “Hotel  Colum- 
bia” to  the  Lake  Ariel  Improvement  Co.,  of  Scran- 


ton, Penn.,  who  took  possession  on  April  1,  follow- 
ing, and  employed  George  F.  Simons  as  manager. 
The  hotel  is  first-class,  the  landlord  genial  and  so- 
cially well  suited  to  the  business,  while  his  good 
wife  is  not  lacking  in  a knowledge  of  how  her  de- 
partment should  be  conducted.  Guests  will  always 
find  every  comfort,  from  a clean  and  comfortable 
bed  to  a well-spread  and  bountifully  provided  table. 

On  April  21,  1899,  George  F.  Simons  bought 
the  United  States  Knitting  Mill,  in  Hawley,  includ- 
ing the  mill  and  machinery  contained  therein,  a 
dwelling-house  and  seven  building  lots.  He  then 
leased  it  to  Mr.  H.  Nollan,  its  former  proprietor, 
and  on  November  6,  1899,  he  sold  a half-interest  to 
Capt.  George  A.  Smith,  of  Honesdale.  On  March 
1,  1900,  they  formed  a stock  company,  capitalizing 
it  at  $40,000,  retained  a controlling  interest,  George 
F.  Simons  being  president,  and  George  A.  Smith, 
treasurer.  The  works  are  capable  of  furnishing 
employment  to  some  200  hands.  On  the  death  of  his 
father,  George  F.  Simons  was  appointed  adminis- 
trator, and  after  settling  up  the  estate  the  home- 
stead was  purchased  by  the  three  sons.  On  July  4, 
1891,  George  F.  and  Byron  A.  bought  Edgar’s  in- 
terest in  the  farm,  and  in  1897  they  sold  the  home- 
stead to  Joseph  Fyda,  of  Brooklyn.  Since  1893 
George  F.  Simons  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  school  directors  of  his  town.  Socially  he 
is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  identified  with  the  lodge 
at  Scranton,  Penn.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 
He  has  always  been  very  successful  through  life, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  business  men  of 
Wayne  county. 

On  May  12,  1886,  in  New  York  City,  George 
F.  Simons  was  married  to  Ella  A.  Noble,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  by  James  M.  King,  pastor  of 
the  86th  St.  M.  E.  Church.  To  the  marriage  have 
come  children  as  follows : George  N.,  born  Novem- 
ber 5,  1887,  who  died  August  4,  1888;  and  Ray 
A.,  born  December  21,  1890.  Mrs.  Simons  was  born 
February  20,  i860,  a daughter  of  John  and  Amanda 
F.  (Swepeniser)  Noble,  natives  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  respectively,  the  father  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1834.  They  were  married  May  1,  1839,  in 
New  York,  where  her  death  occurred  in  1862,  when 
she  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  is  a contrac- 
tor and  builder.  To  these  parents  was  born  one 
child,  deceased  in  infancy. 

EDGAR  W.  SIMONS,  the  eldest  son  of  Abra- 
ham and  Mary  J.  (Bidwell)  Simons, was  born  March 
16,  1857,  and  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  remained 
at  home  with  his  father,  assisting  in  the  labors  of 
the  farm,  and  attending  winter  school  during  his 
boyhood.  For  one  year  after  he  came  of  age  he 
worked  for  his  father  on  wages,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1880  he  went  to  Colorado,  locating  in  Loveland, 
Larimer  county,  where  he  took  up  and  improved 
a homestead,  and  engaged  in  the  shipping  of  hay. 
After  a residence  there  of  some  nine  years  he  sold 
out,  returning  to  Pennsylvania  in  i88q.  He  en- 
tered mercantile  business  in  Ariel  with  his  brothers 
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George  F.  and  Byron  A.,  the  partnership  continuing 
one  year,  when  he  bought  them  out  and  continued 
the  business  five  years  alone,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
selling  out  to  a Mr.  Andrews,  and  subsequently 
assisting  his  brother  in  the  hotel.  In  the  latter  part 
of  1899  he  re-entered  mercantile  life. 

In  October,  1878,  Edgar  W.  Simons  married 
Miss  Mary  A.  Neville,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Rosanna  (Stewart)  Neville,  the  former  of  whom 
is  a native  of  Dublin,  Ireland.  The  mother,  who 
was  of  Scotch  and  English  descent  was  a success- 
ful teacher  in  Wayne  county.  They  are  now  mak- 
ing their  home  in  Larimer  county,  Colo.,  where  Mr. 
Neville  is  engaged  in  the  cattle  business.  They  had 
a family  of  ten  children : Sarah,  Mary  A.,  Margaret, 
James,  Lavinna,  Fannie,  Frank,  Lawrence,  Rosie 
and  Friend,  all  but  Mary  living  in  Colorado.  Ed- 
gar W.  Simons  and  his  wife  have  had  a family 
of  four  children,  all  born  in  Colorado,  as  follows : 
Edith,  October  10,  1880;  Leslie  H.  and  Lillie  B. 
(twins),  December  6,  1882;  and  Frankie,  born  Oc- 
tober 5,  1886.  The  circle  of  this  interesting  little 
family  was  interrupted  July  10,  1897,  in  a sudden 
and  tragical  manner,  by  the  accidental  drowning  of 
Lillie,  a lovely  and  bright  child,  just  budding  into 
beautiful  womanhood.  On  the  day  mentioned  she 
and  a few  other  happy  little  girls  went  out  in  a boat 
on  Lake  Ariel,  in  Wayne  county,  for  the  purpose  of 
bathing,  when  by  some  means  the  boat  upset,  re- 
sulting in  the  drowning  of  Lillie,  to  the  inexpressi- 
ble grief  of  not  only  her  immediate  and  other  rela- 
tives but  of  the  entire  community,  wherein  she  was 
so  well  known  and  beloved  as  a most  attractive  and 
affectionate  child. 

In  politics  Edgar  W.  Simons  is  a lifelong  Re- 
publican, and  while  a resident  of  Colorado  he  served 
as  school  treasurer  some  six  years,  also  as  constable 
and  justice  of  the  peace.  Socially  he  is  a Master 
Mason,  a member  of  Salem  Lodge  No.  330.  He  is 
the  owner  of  an  elegant  and  comfortable  home  in 
the  village,  completed  November  1,  1899. 

BYRON  A.  SIMONS  was  born  November  4, 
1863,  on  the  homestead  in  Pike  county,  where  he 
was  educated  and  reared.  He  remained  at  home 
until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  he  joined  his 
brothers  George  F.  and  Edgar  W.  in  a mercantile 
business  at  Ariel,  Wayne  county.  He  carried  on  a 
general  store  there  until  1894,  a portion  of  the  time 
in  connection  with  the  two  brothers  named,  then 
with  George  F.,  as  set  forth  in  the  reference  to 
their  business  in  the  latter’s  sketch.  In  1899  he 
sold  his  interest  in  “Hotel  Columbia”  to  the  Lake 
Ariel  Improvement  Co.,  and  has  since  been  deal- 
ing quite  extensively  in  lumber.  He  has  been  en- 
gaged as  manager  of  a new  summer  hotel  which 
is  being  erected  at  Lake  Clemo  (Sand  Pond)  and 
will  assume  his  duties  April  1,  1900.  Byron  A. 
Simons  has  prospered  in  his  business  career,  which 
has  been  a straightforward  one,  and  to-day  he  is 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  Wayne  county.  So- 
cially he  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  identified  with  the 


lodge  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  in  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  is  an  enterprising  and  up-to-date 
business  man. 

On  October  12,  1881,  Byron  A.  Simons  was 
married,  at  Hamlinton,  Penn.,  to  Mary  Obert,  and 
to  their  union  were  born:  Clarence,  May  11,  1883; 
and  Ernest,  January  12,  1886,  died  July  3,  1889.  • 
The  mother  of  these  was  born  August  5,  1862,  in 
Pike  county,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  Augustus  and 
Elizabeth  Obert,  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  in  1857  and  settled  in  Pike  county,  Penn., 
where  the  father  died  in  1872,  aged  forty-five  years; 
the  mother  is  still  living  on  the  home  place  in 
Greene  township,  Pike  county,  now  (1898)  aged 
sixty-five  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  Adolphus,  who  resides  on  the 
farm  with  his  mother ; Mary,  wife  of  Byron  A. 
Simons;  Matilda,  wife  of  John  Ivreager,  a farmer 
of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county;  and  Josephine, 
who  died  unmarried.  Mrs.  Byron  A.  Simons  died 
May  19,  1898,  and  on  December  7,  1899,  Mr. 
Simons  married  Miss  Dora  M.  Bidwell,  one  of 
Wayne  county’s  most  successful  teachers.  She  is 
a daughter  of  George  M.  and  Mary  (Ammerman) 
Bidwell,  of  Arlington,  Salem  township. 

PIOMER  GREENE  is  the  poet-lawyer  of 
Honesdale,  Wayne  county.  That  title  is  perhaps 
more  acceptable  to  Mr.  Greene  than  lawyer-poet, 
for  he  prefers  that  his  friends  should  think  of  him 
rather  as  a lawyer  than  as  a poet.  The  former  is 
his  profession  by  which  he  gains  his  living.  It  is, 
however,  the  province  of  the  historian  to  rise  above 
the  routine  of  life,  and  call  attention  to  those  quali- 
ties which  transcend  the  ordinary  sphere  of  human 
effort.  Though  he  is  eminent  in  law,  the  sweet 
songs  he  has  written,  those  touches  of  nature  which 
find  responsive  echo  from  the  human  heart,  will  be 
remembered  and  treasured  long  after  the  success 
of  the  forum  and  of  the  public  platform  shall  have 
passed  away. 

Mr.  Greene  was  born  in  Ariel,  Wayne  county, 
January  10,  1853.  His  father,  Giles  Greene,  was 
one  of  the  oldest  employes  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Co.,  having  been  lumber  agent  for  the  Gravity 
road  between  Pittston  and  Hawley.  Giles  Greene 
was  a descendant  of  the  Rhode  Island  family  of 
the  name,  his  father,  James  Greene,  having  settled 
in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where  Giles  was 
born.  Giles  Greene  served  one  term  as  associate 
judge  of  the  courts  of  Wayne  county.  He  died  in 
1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Mr.  Greene’s 
mother,  Harriet  L.,  is  a daughter  of  Jacob  Schenck, 
whose  father,  Col.  John  Schenck,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Cherry  Ridge  township,  where  Har- 
riet L.  was  born.  She  is  still  living. 

Homer  Greene  received  his  education  at  Union 
College,  graduating  from  that  institution  with  the 
degrees  of  A.  B.  and  C.  E.,  in  June,  1876,  and  from 
the  Albany  Law  School  in  1877  with  the  degree 
of  LL.  B.  In  December,  1878,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Wayne  County  Bar.  For  a period  of  two 
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years  prior  to  his  entrance  to  college  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.’s  corps  of 
civil  engineers.  But  his  tastes  were  with  books 
rather  than  with  compass  and  chain,  and  law  books 
were  more  congenial  than  surveys.  He  was  a stu- 
dent in  the  office  of  Judge  Seeley,  of  Honesdale, 
and  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years,  he  entered  at  once  upon  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  has  ever  since 
followed  with  marked  success.  His  professional 
career  is  brightened  by  his  oratorical  qualities, 
which  find  additional  outlet  upon  the  political  plat- 
form, Mr.  Greene  being  interested  in  politics  of 
the  higher  type,  the  politics  of  principles  and  not 
of  plunder,  and  his  services  are  in  constant  demand 
in  defense  and  promotion  of  those  great  causes 
which  conduce  to  the  betterment  of  mankind.  For 
one  term  he  served  as  district  attorney. 

Regarding  Mr.  Greene's  contributions  to  the 
standard  literature  of  the  age,  we  quote  from  a 
sketch  written  by  one  who  well  knew  his  work, 
Prof.  Will  S.  Monroe,  now  of  Westfield,  Mass. 
Prof.  Monroe  says:  ‘‘Plis  first  literary  effort  was 

written  while  a student  at  the  Riverview  Military 
Academy,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ; it  was  a story 
entitled  ‘The  Mad  Skater,’  and  was  published  in 
Wayne  Reid’s  magazine,  ‘Onward,’  for  June,  1869. 
While  a student  at  Union  College  he  contributed 
liberally  both  in  prose  and  verse  to  college  litera- 
ture, and  was  special  correspondent  for  the  New 
York  Evening  Post,  Albany  Evening  Journal,  Troy 
JVhig  and  Albany  Argus.  ‘What  My  Lover  Said,’ 
his  best  known  poem,  was  written  during  his  senior 
year  and  first  published  in  the  New  York  Evening 
Post,  November  9,  1875,  with  only  the  initials  H.  G. 
signed  to  it.  Its  merits  were  patent,  and  it  was 
widely  copied  and  largely  credited  to  Horace 
Greeley.  The  newspapers,  however,  were  soon  cor- 
rected, and  its  recognized  excellence  won  for  its 
author  the  encomiums  of  the  most  select  critics. 
In  unique  conception  and  artistic  execution,  the 
poem  is  a masterpiece.  Every  line  has  compact- 
ness, precision  and  elegance ; it  has  an  unstudied 
freshness,  a sunny  humor,  and  an  artistic  polish 
most  genuinely  the  author’s  own,  for  Mr.  Greene 
is  quite  as  much  a poet  of  art  as  a poet  of  senti- 
ment. ‘My  Daughter  Louise’  and  ‘Kitty,’  pub- 
lished in  Judge  Tourgee’s  disastrous  literary 
venture,  ‘The  Continent,’  confirmed  his  reputa- 
tion as  a poet  of  the  first  order.  The  former 
is  natural,  graceful  and  tender,  and  infused  with 
just  enough  sentiment  to  make  it  effective;  the 
latter  has  a playfulness  of  style  and  nicety  of  finish 
that  betray  the  refined  taste  and  practiced  ear  of 
one  who  has  completely  captured  the  spirit  of 
divine  song.  ‘She  Kissed  the  Dead,’  published  in 
the  ‘Christian  Union’  in  1874,  and  ‘The  Rivals,’ 
printed  in  ‘The  Critic’  in  1885,  have  an  artist-like 
finish  and  are  written  with  great  animation  and 
deep  feeling.”  Mr.  Greene  has  been  rather  more 
prolific  in  his  contributions  to  prose  than  to  poetic 
literature.  His  first  decided  success  was  die  Scran- 


ton Truth's  prize  story,  “Dick,  the  Door  Boy,” 
published  in  1885.  lie  next  won  the  “Youth’s 
Companion”  $1,500  prize  with  the  “Blind  Brother,” 
published  in  1887.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  a 
constant  contributor  of  serial  and  short  stories  to 
the  “Youth’s  Companion,”  and  has  contributed 
serials,  stories,  essays  and  poetry  to  many  of  the 
leading  magazines  and  periodicals  of  the  country. 
His  published  books  are  “The  Blind  Brother,”. 
“Burnham  Breaker,”  “The  Riverpark  Rebellion,” 
“A  Tale  of  a Towpath”  and  “Coal  and  the  Coal 
Mines.” 

Mr.  Greene  was  married,  September  20,  1883, 
to  Matilda  E.  Gilbert.  She  died  August  22,  1884. 
Two  years  later,  June  30,  1886,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Greene  to  Miss  Catherine  F.  Gaines, 
of  Albany,  N.  Y.  They  have  two  children,  Giles 
Polland,  born  in  June,  1889,  and  Margaret  Harriet, 
born  in  November,  1894.  Mrs.  Greene  is  the 
daughter  of  John  Polland  and  Margaret  (Wands) 
Gaines,  the  former  a native  of  Virginia  and  the 
latter  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Gaines  was  the  Ter- 
ritorial Governor  of  Oregon  when  it  was  admitted 
as  a State,  and  was  elected  United  States  Senator 
from  there,  but  died  before  taking  his  seat;  he  was 
originally  a Whig.  He  married  twice,  Mrs.  Greene 
being  the  only  child  of  the  second  marriage. 

MICHAEL  WHELAN  (deceased).  The  life 
of  this  in  his  day  devout  and  earnest  citizen  of 
Friendsville,  Susquehanna  county,  might  well 
serve  as  a model.  He  possesses  great  force  of 
character,  and  his  home  was  presided  over  by  his 
wife,  a woman  of  many  accomplishments  and  noble 
traits.  As  both  farmer  and  merchant  he  won  ma- 
terial success,  but  his  life  was  devoted  not  solely  nor 
principally  to  the  accumulation  of  wealth.  He  pos- 
sessed deep  sympathies,  and  was  ever  ready  to  as- 
sist and  advance  the  best  interests  of  humanity. 

Mr.  Whelan  was  born  in  County  Clare,  Ire- 
land, a son  of  John  Whelan.  When  a young  man, 
in  1826,  he  emigrated  to  America.  Stopping  for  a 
short  time  in  New  Jersey,  he  there  met  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Marv  Burke,  a very  estimable  voung 
lady,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  with  her  par- 
ents, John  and  Elizabeth  Burke,  emigrated  to  New 
York,  they  settling  a little  later  in  New  Jersey, 
where  they  educated  their  children.  After  his  mar- 
riage Michael  Whelan  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  for  a short  time  lived  at  Silver  Lake.  Re- 
turning to  New  York,  he  then  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile trade  for  a number  of  years.  In  1851  or  1852 
he  came  to  Friendsville,  and  purchasing  land  erect- 
ed a home  and  followed  farming  during  the  balance 
of  his  life.  He  died  in  1881,  surviving  for  many 
years  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1863.  Both 
were  faithful  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  In 
politics  Mr.  Whelan  was  a Democrat,  and  he  held 
many  of  the  local  offices  during  his  life.  He  ac- 
quired a competence ; but  the  aim  of  his  life  was 
to  do  God’s  work  for  his  fellowmen.  Of  his  ten 
children  only  three,  Louisa,  Ellen  and  James  B., 
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lived  to  an  adult  age.  Of  these,  Ellen  died  when  a 
young  lady,  mourned  by  a wide  circle  of  friends 
for  her  many  estimable  qualities.  James  B.,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  City  in  1844,  received  the 
benefits  of  an  education  in  the  St.  Joseph’s 
Parochial  Academy.  He  became  a student  of  the 
Niagara  school,  and  later  attended  college  in  Phil- 
adelphia and  Baltimore,  and  was  ordained  a priest 
in  the  latter  city  by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  O’Hara. 
Father  Whalen  is  a man  of  great  energy  and  abil- 
ity, and  is  popular  with  all  classes  of  Hyde  Park, 
Scranton,  where  he  is  located.  He  was  stationed 
at  Providence,  and  assisted  the  late  lamented 
Father  Whitty,  afterward  serving  at  Towanda 
Cathedral  and  at  Olyphant,  Penn.  He  was  sent  to 
take  charge  of  Hyde  Park,  where  he  became  pastor, 
and  is  still  holding  his  charge.  He  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  in  1873,  and  has  filled  his  charge 
with  ability.  Christians  of  other  denominations, 
as  well  as  members  of  his  own  congregation,  speak 
of  his  ministry  and  citizenship  in  the  highest  terms. 

Louisa  Whelan,  the  eldest  in  the  family, 
was  born  in  New  York,  where  she  received  a con- 
vent education.  She  is  a lady  of  education  and 
culture,  and  devoted  her  life  to  the  care  of  her 
parents.  Since  their  death  she  has  remained  at 
home  in  Friendsville,  where  she  is  devoted  to 
Church  work,  and  where  she  is  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  who  know  her. 

ELBERT  P.  JONES,  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  Wayne  county,  and  a citizen  of  promi- 
nence, has  descended  from  an  old  Connecticut  family, 
some  members  of  which  became  the  first  settlers  of 
this  locality,  where  they  and  their  posterity  have 
figured  largely  in  the  development  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Jones  is  of  the  eighth  generation  of  the 
family  in  this  country,  the  line  of  descent  being  as 
follows : Thomas  Jones  came  from  England  to 

America  in  1639,  stopping  in  New  Haven,  Conn. 
He  settled  in  Guilford,  returned  to  England,  and 
died  about  1656.  Flis  wife  Mary  died  in  1650. 
Capt.  Samuel  Jones,  son  of  Thomas  Jones,  proba- 
bly a native  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  married  Mary 
Bushnell,  and  died  in  Saybrook,  Conn.,  in  1704.  He 
was  an  early  settler  in  Saybrook.  Ensign  Samuel 
Jones,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel  Jones,  born  “middle” 
of  November,  1667,  in  Saybrook,  married  Deborah 
Sanford,  and  died  in  Saybrook  in  May,  1746.  Dan- 
iel Tones,  son  of  Ensign  Samuel  Tones,  born  March 
18,  1697,  in  Saybrook,  married  ITannah  Stanward, 
and  died  in  Plebron,  Conn.,  October  21,  1760;  he 
was  an  early  settler  in  Hebron.  Abner  Jones,  the 
third  son  of  Daniel  Jones,  was  born  January  15, 
1730,  in  Hebron.  He  married  Lura  Hunt,  who 
was  born  November  26,  1740,  and  they  had  nine 
children,  all  born  in  Hebron.  Abner  died  March 
6.  1793,  and  the  widow  married,  March  29,  1802, 
Zadoc  Smith,  of  Lyme,  Conn.  She  survived  him, 
dying  November  13,  1818,  at  the  home  of  her  son 
Bethuel,  in  Manchester. 

Bethuel  Jones,  the  fifth  son  of  Abner  and  Lura 


(Hunt)  Jones,  was  born  March  15,  1774,  in  He- 
bron, Conn.  In  1816  his  name  appears  on  the  tax 
list  of  Oxford,  a parish  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Manchester,  which  was  set  off  from  East  Hart- 
ford in  1823.  He  was  taxed  for  “one  pole,  one 
cow,  one  acre  of  plough-land,  and  three  smokes.” 
He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  lived  several 
years  at  Colchester,  and  there  buried  his  first  wife 
and  one  child.  In  September,  1822,  he  removed 
to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  settled  in  Jonestown, 
so  named  for  his  brother  Asa,  the  first  settler  who 
went  from  Connecticut  in  1803.  He  bought  the 
place  subsequently  occupied  by  his  son,  E.  R.  Jones, 
in  Lake  township,  from  Jonathan  Watrous.  Beth- 
uel Jones  was  considered  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising men  of  his  time.  He  died  at  Jonestown, 
November  1,  1856.  He  married,  March  6,  1800, 
Hannah  Church,  born  in  January,  1772,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Rogers)  Church,  of  Col- 
chester, where  Hannah  died  February  6,  1803, 
aged  thirty-one  years.  His  second  marriage  oc- 
curred August  24,  1803,  and  it  was  to  Lydia  Rog- 
ers, a daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  (Gates) 
Rogers,  of  Montville,  New  London  Co.,  Conn. 
Lydia  died  November  9,  1818.  On  April  21,  1819, 
Bethuel  Jones  married,  for  his  third  wife,  Betsy 
Isham,  a daughter  of  Timothy  and  Rebecca  Isham, 
of  Bolton,  Conn.  The  last  wife  died  December  1, 
1844,  when  aged  seventy-three  years.  By  his  first 
wife  Bethuel  Jones  had  one  child,  Hannah  Church, 
born  Maj'  19,  1801,  married  Lawrence  AnTisdel, 
and  died  October  24,  1893,  aged  ninety-two  years. 
To  the  second  marriage  were  born:  Abner  Gates, 

born  March  31,  1804,  died  March  23,  1806;  Ebe- 
nezer Rogers  is  referred  to  farther  on ; Abner 
Gates,  born  October  21,  1807,  died  unmarried  about 
1870;  Bethuel,  born  August  31,  1811,  was  killed  by 
a deer  January  14,  1832;  Elizabeth  R.  S.,  born  July 
19,  1813,  married  (first)  Enos  Goodrich,  and  (sec- 
ond) Richard  Mathews,  and  died  in  1845  ; Lydia, 
born  March  17,  1816,  died  December  23,  1823; 
Daniel  Rogers,  born  March  23,  1818,  died  Septem- 
ber 16,  1818. 

Ebenezer  Rogers  Jones,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  September  24,  1805,  at  Salem,  Conn. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  having  moved  there  with  his  broth- 
er-in-law, Lawrence  Tisdell,  from  Salem,  Conn., 
in  1822.  They  started  on  the  23d  of  March,  with 
an  ox-team  and  cart  containing  their  household 
goods,  and  were  fourteen  days  making  the  journey 
to  Salem,  Penn.,  a distance  which  could  now  be 
traveled  in  a single  day.  He  inherited  the  enter- 
prise of  his  father,  and  became  a very  successful 
man.  He  operated  largely  in  lumber  in  the  earlier 
history  of  that  industry,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  all  who  knew  him.  He  farmed  extensively 
throughout  his  lifetime,  and  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Wayne  County  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. In  1849  he  built  two  miles  of  the  Gravity 
lailroad.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county 
commissioner,  serving  two  terms  of  three  years 
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each;  held  some  of  the  minor  local  offices,  and 
in  all  of  his  official  acts  he  conducted  himself  so  as 
to  win  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  concerned. 
On  June  27,  1830,  he  married  Miss  Almira  Curtis, 
born  March  29,  1812,  in  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  their  children  were  as  follows : Em- 

ory, born  December  18,  1831,  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  a farmer  and  ex-railroad  man  of  Lake  town- 
ship, married  Arabella  Mclvane;  Elbert  P.  is  our 
subject;  Curtis  G.,  born  January  24,  1845,  died 
February  4,  1866,  in  Henderson,  Ky. ; was  grad- 
uated at  the  Kingston  Academy.  The  parents  of 
these  children  died,  the  father  September  16,  1897, 
and  the  mother  December  18,  1888.  She  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Elbert  P.  Jones,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  is  a native  of  this  Commonwealth,  born 
June  24,  1842,  in  a log  house  in  Madison  township, 
Lackawanna  county.  The  log  house  referred  to 
was  built  by  his  father,  whose  family  lived  in  that 
county  for  a period  only.  In  this  connection  it 
may  be  stated  that  Josiah  Curtis,  his  maternal 
grandfather,  too,  was  an  early  settler  of  this  lo- 
cality. He  settled  in  Salem  in  1801,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  members  of  the  Salem  Methodist  Church, 
which  was  organized  in  a log  barn  in  1807,  being 
the  pioneer  Church  of  that  denomination  in  Wayne 
county. 

Elbert  P.  Jones  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Salem  (now  Lake),  and  at  Wyoming 
Seminary ; he  assisted  his  father  in  conducting  his 
large  farm  for  many  years,  during  which  time  fine 
meadows  were  improved  and  handsome  walls  were 
built.  Some  years  ago  Elbert  P.  Jones  became 
sole  proprietor  of  the  place,  and  about  four  years 
ago  he  sold  a portion  of  it  to  Simpson,  Cleland  & 
Co.,  and  it  has  since  been  known  as  the  Wayne 
Stock  Farm,  tie  retained  a portion  of  the  home- 
stead, which  he  is  improving,  for  his  occupation 
has  always  been  that  of  a farmer.  He  is  a faithful 
director  of  the  Wayne  County  Agricultural  Society, 
and  attends  and  helps  to  promote  the  Wayne  county 
farmers’  institutes.  Besides  attending  to  farm 
work  he  has  been  a trusted  man  in  local  affairs. 
He  was  appointed  collector  of  taxes  for  Salem 
township  in  the  years  1866-67,  and  was  elected 
county  auditor  in  1874  when  the  Republicans  other- 
wise made  a clean  sweep  of  the  county.  After 
Lake  township  was  set  off  he  was  appointed  col- 
lector of  taxes  in  1882,  and  has  held  that  position 
by  appointment  or  until  his  election  as  assessor, 
which  office  he  has  held  for  six  years.  He 
was  also  mercantile  appraiser  in  1882  and  1888, 
and  postmaster  of  Ariel  from  1865  to  1873.  He 
has  attended  every  caucus  of  his  party  since  he  was 
a voter,  and  is  always  at  the  polls  on  election  day  to 
discharge  his  duty  as  a citizen.  He  is  a prominent 
Free  Mason,  having  for  twenty  years  past  been 
deputy  grand  master  of  the  Fraternity  in  the  dis- 
trict comprising  Pike  and  Wayne  counties.  In 
1896  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Ariel  Improvement  Co.,  employing  about  thirty 
11 


men,  improving  the  large  farms.  He  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  in  1893  was  that  party’s  candidate 
for  representative  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
from  Wayne  county.  Referring  to  this  the  Wayr.C 
Independent  observed : 

“He  was  nominated  at  the  solicitation  of  his 
friends,  and  will  receive  the  support  of  his  party 
together  with  a large  Republican  vote  where  he  is 
best  known.  Mr.  Jones  has  proven  his  honesty  and 
efficiency  in  the  offices  with  which  he  has  been  en- 
trusted, which  is  the  best  evidence  that  he  will  show 
the  same  characteristics  should  he  be  elected  to 
represent  the  people’s  interests  at  Harrisburg.  One 
of  his  prominent  characteristics  is  faithfulness  in 
the  discharge  of  whatever  duties  he  assumes,  and 
should  the  people  of  the  county  elect  him  to  repre- 
sent them  they  will  find  him  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties,  and-  favorable  to  equalization 
of  taxation,  which  bears  so  unequally  upon  farming 
interests;  he  is  also  favorable  to  Gov.  Pattison  for 
United  States  Senator  in  place  of  M.  S.  Quay.” 

On  June  n,  1866,  Mr.  Jones  was  married  to 
Julia  P.  Race,  a native  of  this  State,  born  May  15, 
1844,  at  Pittston,  Luzerne  county.  She  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Julia  (Hathaway)  Race,  natives 
of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  born,  the  father  on  June 
24,  1809,  and  the  mother  on  May  13,  1815  ; both  are 
now  deceased,  dying,  the  father  on  March  17,  1872, 
and  the  mother  in  July,  1846.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Race  were:  Augustine,  born  February  1, 
1843,  died  when  eighteen  years  of  age ; and  Julia  P. 

Julia  Philura  Race  was  born  May  15,  1844,  in 
Pittston,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.  Her  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Augustine  Bailey  Hathaway,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  and  a man  who 
will  be  remembered  by  many  who  are  still  living  in 
Equinunk  and  vicinity.  When  Julia  P.  had 
reached  the  age  of  two  years  her  mother’s  health 
became  so  impaired  that  Mr.  Race  broke  up  house- 
keeping, and  took  his  wife  and  children  back  to 
her  father’s  house  near  Equinunk.  There  she 
died  of  consumption  in  the  following  July,  leaving 
Mr.  Race  alone  for  the  second  time  with  two  small 
motherless  children.  The  grandparents  cared  lov- 
ingly for  their  daughter’s  little  ones,  and  the  sor- 
rows of  childhood  were  soon  forgotten.  Time 
passed  on  with  its  usual  cares  and  trials  until  the 
boy  Augustine  Hathaway  was  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  the  girl  Julia  P.  was  fourteen  years  old,  when 
Mr.  Race,  wishing  to  give  his  daughter  the  educa- 
tion she  so  much  desired,  planned  to  send  her  to 
the  Hancock  High  school.  Thomas  A.  Hamilton, 
principal.  Here  she  stayed  for  three  years  working 
for  her  board,  and  while  she  found  this  quite  hard 
she  bravely  continued  her  studies,  her  father  help- 
ing her  as  well  as  he  could  by  clothing-  her  and 
paying  for  her  books  and  tuition.  Throughout  the 
entire  course  she  gained  the  well-deserved  praise 
of  her  teachers,  who  still  retain  among  their  treas- 
ures the  poems  and  essays  written  by  their  promis- 
ing pupil.  It  was  through  many  difficulties  that 
this  enterprising  and  very  ambitious  girl  gained  an 
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education  that  many  others  in  better  circumstances 
well  might  envy.  Shortly  after  she  left  school  her 
brother  Augustine  died,  aged  eighteen  years.  This 
was  a heavy  sorrow,  but  like  her  other  trials,  she 
she  b.ore  it  with  the  Great  Father’s  help.  During 
the  winter  of  1861,  six  months  after  her  seventeenth 
birthday,  Miss  Race  began  her  first  term  of  school 
teaching.  This  was  at  Basket  Creek,  near  Long 
Eddy,  N.  Y.  The  following  April  she  came  with 
her  brother,  the  late  Prof.  Miles  H.  Race,  to  Hollis- 
terville,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  her  father  and 
other  relatives  resided.  She  continued  teaching  for 
OA^er  four  years,  when  Elbert  P.  Jones  persuaded 
her  to  leave  teaching  and  share  his  home.  Though 
an  invalid  for  more  than  eighteen  years,  and  con- 
fined to  her  room,  no  pleasanter  home  can  be  found 
than  that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E,  P.  Jones.  She  is  a 
poetess  of  considerable  ability,  and  a volume  of  her 
poems  is  now  before  the  public.  Her  poems  “My 
Home  on  the  Delaware,”  and  “What  is  Life,”  are 
choice  ones  that  have  called  forth  much  praise. 

WHAT  IS  LIFE. 

They  tell  me  life  is  but  a dream 
Where  joys  and  sorrows  blend, 

With  death  at  last  awaiting  us 
Where  e’er  our  footsteps  tend ; 

But  life  to  me  seems  like  a stage 
Where  all  must  act  a part, 

And  smiles  are  often  but  a mask 
To  hide  a broken  heart. 

How  oft  when  bitter  trouble  comes, 

And  tear  drops  fall  like  rain, 

We  force  them  back  from  aching  eyes 
That  none  may  know  our  pain. 

We  greet  our  friends  with  cheerful  words; 

They  deem  us  sorrow  free, 

And  gazing  on  us,  they  exclaim, 

“ How  happy  you  must  be." 

The  mother,  bending  o’er  her  child, 

Gives  it  a loving  smile, 

While  watching  by  its  dying  bed 
With  crushing  grief  erst-while. 

When  called  to  part  from  friends  we  love 
To  meet  no  more  for  years. 

With  aching  hearts  and  quivering  lips, 

We  smile  to  hide  our  tears. 


Thus  life  goes  on  from  day  to  day 
With  all  its  shifting  scenes; 

Though  shadows  fall  around  our  path, 
Sunlight  oft  intervenes; 

For  while  we  mask  our  own  sad  hearts 
And  check  the  tears  that  flow, 

We  may  with  cheerful  words  and  smiles 
Lift  up  another’s  woe. 

Then  even  I,  while  passing  here 
A life  that  seems  in  vain, 

May  find  my  years  of  suffering 
Will  prove  eternal  gain. 

And  though  I’m  but  an  actor  here, 
Perhaps  I may  ere  long 
“Know  how  sublime  a thing  it  is 
To  suffer  and  be  strong.” 


If  life  is  but  a fleeting  dream, 

We  know,  when  it  is  past, 

The  long  and  dreamless  sleep  of  death 
Is  but  to  wake  at  last. 

Then  may  this  suffering,  throbbing  heart 
Which  beats  within  my  breast 
Forget  to  murmur  and  repine, 

And  trust  in  God  for  rest. 

Lake,  Aug.  3,  1888.  J.  p.  Jones. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  HAMLIN,  the 
present  efficient  and  popular  postmaster  of  Hamlin- 
ton,  Wayne  county,  and  one  of  the  town’s  leading 
business  men,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
prominent  pioneer  families  of  the  county,  where, 
for  quite  a century,  grandfather,  father  and  son, 
respectively,  have  figured  conspicuously  in  social 
and  business  life. 

Born  March  25,  1851,  on  the  site  of  the  town 
bearing  the  family  name,  Mr.  Hamlin  is  the  son  of 
Judge  Butler  and  Salinda  R.  (Rathbone)  Hamlin. 
Harris  Hamlin,  his  grandfather,  was  born  April 
27,  1767,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  of  English 
origin.  On  August  22,  1787,  he  was  married  to 
Rue  Easton,  born  February  28,  1770,  in  the  same 
State.  They  left  their  native  State  in  1801,  and, 
with  several  children,  came  to  the  then  wilderness 
of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  settling  one  and  one- 
quarter  miles  west  of  Salem  Corners,  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county.  Here  they  built  a log 
house,  in  which  they  lived  some  eight  years,  when 
they  erected  a frame  house,  the  first  one  built  in 
the  township.  The  father  was  a farmer  and  brick 
manufacturer,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent 
Christians,  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Dr. 
Peck  says  of  him ; “He  was  a man  of  generous 
impulses  and  solid  worth,  an  earnest  Christian,  and 
a thorough  Methodist.”  Harris  Hamlin  died  Au- 
gust 4,  1854;  his  wife,  Rue,  passed  away  Decem- 
ber 5,  1833,  and  he  was  again  married,  there  being 
no  issue  to  the  second  marriage.  To  the  first 
union  were  born  children  as  follows : ' Rue,  born 
May  16,  1788,  died  May  19,  1794;  Sarah,  born 
April  13,  1790,  married  John  Bonham,  and  died  in 
Wayne  county  when  ninety-four  years  of  age; 
Catharine,  born  May  5,  1792,  now  deceased,  mar- 
ried Horace  Lee,  and  resided  in  Canaan ; Oliver, 
born  July  14,  1794,  married  Nancy  Baldwin,  and 
died  December  26,  1855;  Rue  (2),  born  October 
18,  1796,  married  Daniel  Baldwin,  moved  to  Min- 
nesota and  died  March  4,  1875,  a talented  and  pious 
woman;  Amanda,  born  May  30,  1799.  married  John 
Andrews,  and  died  June  25,  1819;  Harris,  born 
July  24,  1801,  married  Maria  Long,  and  is  de- 
ceased; Ephraim  W.,  born  February  15,  1803,  mar- 
ried Damaris  Day,  and  died  when  aged  eighty-one 
years,  one  month  and  eighteen  days ; Almira,  born 
February  13,  1805,  died  May  14,  1811;  Butler  is 
alluded  to  farther  on;  and  Ph'ilma,  born  January 
17,  1811,  married  Volney  Cortright. 

Judge  Butler  Hamlin  (deceased),  the  young- 
est son  of  Harris  Hamlin,  was  born  April  17,  1808, 
in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county.  On  October 
21,  1838,  he  married  Salinda  Rathbone,  and  the 
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union  was  blessed  by  the  following-  children:  Le- 

nora  F.  married  George  A.  Clearwater,  a large 
dealer  in  coal  and  lumber,  of  Scranton,  Penn., 
though  now  retired  from  active  work ; Florence  B. 
(now  deceased)  married  Alice  Curtis,  and  after 
her  death  wedded  Jerusha  Waite,  who  resides  at 
Olyphant,  Penn. ; Della  P.  resides  at  Hamlinton ; 
Benjamin  Franklin,  our  subect,  is  referred  to  far- 
ther on;  Charles  E.  married  Cora  B.  Moss,  and  is 
a retired  shoe  merchant;  Lillie  died  young,  and 
Abel  R.  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren, who  was  a native  of  Salem,  New  London 
Co.,  Conn.,  died  in  December,  1887,  aged  seventy- 
three  years.  [See  sketch  of  Judge  Butler  Hamlin, 
elsewhere.] 

Benjamin  Franklin  Hamlin  was  reared  at  his 
birthplace,  and  thus  far  has  passed  his  life  there. 
He  attended  the  neighborhood  schools,  studied  sev- 
eral terms  at  Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston,  Penn., 
and  when  old  enough  began  clerking  in  his  father’s 
store  and  assisting  him  in  his  business  affairs.  He 
was  thereby  thoroughly  trained  from  youth  in  busi- 
ness lines  by  association  with  a methodical  and  syste- 
matic business  man,  entirely  practical,  and  possessed 
of  a high  sense  of  honor  and  integrity,  characteristics 
which  he  imbibed  from  his  father,  and  which  have 
developed  in  him  the  correctness  and  efficiency 
which  mark  his  career.  As  time  passed  the  father 
took  into  partnership  with  him  George  A.  Clear- 
water, his  son-in-law,  and  later  on  our  subject, 
purchasing  his  father’s  interest,  became  a partner 
with  Mr.  Clearwater,  and  they  conducted  an  ex- 
tensive general  store  together  for  some  six  years, 
when  (1886)  Mr.  Hamlin  became  the  sole  owner 
of  the  business.  He  has  ever  since  given  his  time  and 
attention  to  its  enlargement,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  and  successful  merchants  of  Wayne 
county.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a Republican, 
and  has  taken  that  party  interest  characteristic  not 
only  of  his  father  but  of  other  members  of  the 
family.  For  three  vears  he  served  as  auditor  of 
his  township ; one  year  as  town  clerk ; for  fourteen 
vears  past  has  been  township  treasurer ; and  he  has 
also  been  treasurer  of  the  school  board  for  four- 
teen vears.  Since  January,  1884,  he  has  been  post- 
master at  Hamlinton.  He  is  an  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  aiding  all  worthy  measures 
and  movements  looking  to  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity. 

On  April  7,  1880,  at  Bethany,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Hamlin  was  married  to  Emma  J.  Kennedy,  and 
their  home  has  been  made  happv  by  the  birth  of 
three  children,  namely:  Bruce  G.,  born  February 

23,  1881  ; Alice  E.,  born  October  2,  1886;  and  But- 
ler, born  August  13,  1896.  The  mother  of  these 
was  born  August  12,  1859,  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  David  and 
Amanda  (Lvon)  Kennedy,  natives  of  Wayne  and 
Susquehanna  counties,  respectively.  The  father 
was  a wool  merchant,  with  headquarters  at  Hones- 
dale,  Penn.,  and  a man  of  prominence.  He  died  in 
July,  1896,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age,  and 


the  mother  passed  away  in  1867,  when  aged  thirty 
years ; she  was  buried  in  Flerrick  cemetery,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  while  his  remains  repose  at 
H.onesdale.  1 heir  children  were  : Hattie,  born  in 

May,  1857,  married  William  H.  Emmons,  a re- 
tired merchant  of  Fredonia,  N.  Y.  Emma  J.  is 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  and  David,  born  in  July, 
1861,  died  in  November,  1885.  David  and  Sarah 
Kennedy,  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Emma  J.  Hamlin, 
were  from  Scotland,  and  settled  in  an  early  day 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  They  had  the  first  wood- 
stove  and  the  first  sleigh  in  that  locality.  Mrs. 
Hamlin’s,  maternal  grandparents  were  Henry  Lyon 
and  wife,  who  was  formerly  a Kent. 

CAPTAIN  HOLLOWAY  L.  STEPHENS 
was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  May  3,  1824, 
his  father  in  the  same  place  in  1801.  The  Stephens 
family  .came  from  the  New  England  States  and 
were  of  English  descent.  His  mother,  Mary 
(Ball),  born  1803,  in  New  Jersey,  was  a Scotch 
lady,  and  his  grandmother  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  t tj 

Our  subject  received  a good  English  education 
and  graduated  at  Ridgeberrv  Academy  in  1841.  He 
then  for  four  years  successfully  followed  the  teach- 
er’s profession,  in  the  meantime  learning  survey- 
. ing.  In  1848  he  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
with  -his  father,  settling  at  Hawley,  where  his 
father  was  engaged  in  the  butchering  business. 
Here  he  assisted  his  father  and  followed  surveying. 
In  a few  years  he  was  elected  county  surveyor  of 
Wayne  county,  and  before  his  term  expired  was 
elected  representative  for  1857  and  1839.  Here 
his  mental  capacity  and  fitness  for  a legislator  were 
fully  put  to  the  test,  and  his  speech  made  on  Equal 
Taxation,  in  the  Session  of  1859,  will  live  in  historv 
as  one  of  the  ablest  productions  ever  made  on  that 
subject  at  Harrisburg,  which  graphically  displayed 
the  history  of  corporate  usurpations  upon  the  rights 
of  the  people,  and  foretold  intuitively  what  would 
take  place  in  the  future  if  we  did  not  have  a law 
sentinel  upon  the  Statute  books  to  guard  the  rights 
of  the  people. 

On  December  31,  i860,  Mr.  Stephens  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Ellen  S.  Seamen,  of  Wayne  county, 
daughter  of  Charles  B.  and  Roxanna  Seamen, 
prominent  citizens  of  said  county.  Shortly  after 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  believed  it 
a needless  one  and  that  it  should  have  been  settled 
by  the  Peace  Congress,  “had  they  acted,”  he  says, 
“the  same  as  the  delegates  that  formed  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  acted.  When  they  could 
not  agree  and  all  seemed  to  be  lost,  Benjamin 
Franklin  proposed  prayer ; they  acquiesced,  God 
heard  them,  and  our  present  Constitution  was  the 
result.  Had  the  Peace  Congress  done  the  same, 
the  war  would  have  been  averted.”  He  was  draft- 
ed in  the  army  in  1862,  but  his  friends  procured  a 
substitute.  He  refused,  however,  saying:  “My 

country,  right  or  wrong!  I believe  in  obeying  the 
powers  that  be.”  He  was  elected  captain  of  Com- 
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pany  D,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  by  the  drafted  men;  served 
his  time  out  honorably,  and  at  its  close,  Lee  having 
invaded  Pennsylvania,  through  his  unaided  influ- 
ence, the  179th  Regiment  re-enlisted  and  served 
until  Lee  was  driven  out  of  Pennsylvania.  Thus 
Mr.  Stephens  went  into  the  service  as  a drafted  man 
and  came  out  a volunteer.  On  returning  home  he 
settled  in  ITonesdale,  where  he  was  engaged  the 
most  of  his  time  in  surveying-  and  in  the  real  estate 
business  for  eleven  years.  From  there  he  moved 
to  Starrucca,  where  he  was  engaged  in  lumbering, 
farming  and  surveying ; thence  went  to  Winwood, 
his  present  residence-,  where  he  is  engaged  in  sur- 
veying. 

Capt.  and  Mrs.  Stephens  have  four  children : 
Charles,  born  in  1861,  lives  at  Lorain,  Ohio;  Bruce, 
born  in  1864,  lives  in  Colorado;  Johnson  A.,  born  in 
1866,  lives  at  Starrucca;  and  William  M.  lives  with 
his  father  at  Winwood ; he  possesses  much  natural 
talent  as  an  artist,  and  has  executed  some  very 
fine  drawings.  Our  subject’s  father  died  in  1877, 
his  mother  in  1842.  Their  children  were : Henry 
B.  (now  deceased),  born  in  1822,  was  a prominent 
physician  at  Hawley;  Hollowav  L.,  the  subject  of 
this  memoir,  comes  next;  John  H.,  born  in  1826, 
lives  in  New  York  City;  Mary  E.  (now  deceased), 
born  in  1836,  was  the  wife  of  John  W.  Seamen,  of 
Honesdale ; Esther  F.,  born  in  1838,  is  single,  anc! 
lives  at  Honesdale;  Charlotte  H.  (now  deceased),' 
born  in  1840,  was  the  wife  of  William  Muir,  super- 
intendent of  the  D.  & H.  C.  Co.’s  works  at  Hones- 
dale ; Hannah  J.,  Amy  M.,  Eliphalet  and  Elephalet 
(2)  all  died  in  childhood  or  infancy.  The  children 
were  all  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y. 

The  Democratic  party  always  finds  in  Capt. 
Stephens  a stanch  supporter,  a natural-born  leader 
of  men,  and  a true  and  trusted  director  of  public 
opinions.  He  has  done  much  to  advance  its  in- 
terests wherever  he  has  lived.  His  motto  has  ever 
been : “Equal  rights,  equal  privileges,  equal  pro- 

tection and  equal  taxation.”  As  a citizen  he  ever 
stands  ready  to  discharge  every  duty  devolving 
upon  him,  and  the  part  he  has  taken  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  county  has  impressed  his  name  indeli- 
bly on  its  record.  Religiously  he  is  a worthy  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

JAMES  C.  COOLEY,  a well  known  citizen 
of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  was  born 
in  Manchester  township,  in  the  same  county,  May 
28,  1820,  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  its  hon- 
ored pioneer  families.  His  father,  Sheldon  Cooley, 
who  was  a native  of  New  England,  married  Betsey 
Morgague,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Morgague,  who 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Manchester  town- 
ship, but  afterward  returned  to  England,  his  na- 
tive land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooley  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  our  subject  being  the  eldest. 
Samuel,  the  second  son,  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil 
war.  Maria  (now  deceased)  wedded  Oliver  Pot- 
ter, a resident  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  Anna 
married  Morris  Griffice,  who  also  served  in  the 


Union  army  during  the  Rebellion  as  a member  of 
Company  C,  6th  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  starved  to  death 
in  Andersonville  prison ; he  left  a widow  and  three 
children,  Jerome,  Linda  and  Minor. 

To  the  early  schools  of  Wayne  county  James 
C.  Cooley  is  indebted  for  his  educational  privileges^ 
When  a young  man  he  engaged  in  lumbering  to 
some  extent,  but  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  he  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  a valuable  farm  of  200  acres 
of  highly  cultivated  and  well  improved  land  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township.  He  was  married  November  3, 
1847,  to  Miss  Civilla  Lakin,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Parthena  (Thomas)  Lakin,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, who  came  to  Wayne  county  at  a very  early 
day.  Their  children  were  : Sarah,  now  deceased ; 

Civilla, wife  of  our  subject;  Maria  Jaycox,  living; 
Susan  Sherman,  deceased ; Mindle,  deceased  wife 
of  William  Apley ; Augustus,  deceased ; and  Anna 
Twaddle.  The  parents  have  both  departed  this 
life,  the  mother  when  aged  seventy  years,  the  father 
when  past  the  age  of  eighty.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cooley  were  born  two  sons,  Marvin  and  Paul  P.,. 
well  known  lumbermen  and  prominent  citizens  of 
Wayne  county,  and  they  have  lost  three  children: 
James  Warren,  Edgar  R.  and  Anna  C.  Mrs.  James 
C.  Cooley  died  September  15,  1899,  aged  seventy- 
four  years,  and  was  buried  beside  her  children  at 
Stockport,  Wayne  county.  She  was  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  a most  estimable 
lady.  Politically  Mr.  Cooley  is  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, with  which  party  his  son  also  affiliates,  and 
socially  they  are  members  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
Lodg'e  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  The  family  is  one  of  prom- 
inence, and  is  the  center  of  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances,  including  the  best  people  of  the 
community. 

WILLIAM  R.  SHAFFER,  the  genial  and 
popular  postmaster  at  Varden,  Wayne  county,  is 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  that  locality, 
being  the  senior  member  of  the  well  known  mer- 
cantile firm  of  W.  R.  & M.  S.  Shaffer. 

His  family  has  been  identified  with  Wayne 
county  for  many  years,  his  great-grandfather,  John 
Shaffer,  having  located  in  1783  in  what  is  now 
South  Canaan  township.  This  worthy  pioneer 
came  from  Germany  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
war,  settling  first  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  he 
served  as  a soldier  under  Washington.  While  re- 
siding in  New  York  State  he  married  a Miss 
Forbes,  and  they  had  a numerous  family  of  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  John,  born  in  New  York  State; 

Moses,  the  first  white  child  born  in  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county;  Samuel,  our  subject’s 
grandfather ; Catherine,  who  married  James  Mc- 
Lean, a Revolutionary  soldier;  Susan  (Mrs. 
Joshua  Burleigh)  ; Effie  (Mrs.  Jacob  Swingle)  ; 
Betsey  (Mrs.  Edward  Doyle);  and  Polly  (Mrs. 
Samuel  Chumard). 

Samuel  Shaffer,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  March  15,  1791,  in  Wayne  county, 
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and  his  life  was  spent  in  that  locality.  By  occupa- 
tion he  was  a tanner,  and  in  Ins  day  the  bark  was 
ground  by  means  of  stones  brought  from  the  moun- 
tains. He  was  a thrifty  man,  successful  in  busi- 
ness, and  he  and  his  wife  were  noted  for  their  kind- 
liness of  heart.  He  died  July  28,  1864,  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rachel  Wagner,  died 
April  12,  1851,  both  being  buried  in  the  old  grave- 
yard in  South  Canaan  township  which  had  been 
donated  by  them  to  the  public.  Of  their  children, 
the  eldest,  Elizabeth,  married  John  Spangenburg; 
Moses  married  Priscilla  Curtis ; Abraham,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low; Eli  married  Peggie  A.  Quick;  Amy  married 
Daniel  Evarts ; Lydia  married  Simon  Enslin,  and 
is  now  deceased,  as  are  all  of  the  above;  Barzilla 
was  a retired  farmer  of  Lake  township,  and  is 
now  also  deceased ; Oliver  died  in  youth ; Mary 
married  Henry  Reed,  and  both  are  now  deceased; 
Joseph  is  a successful  agriculturist  of  South  Canaan 
township;  Alexander  married  (first)  Martha 
Quick,  and  (second)  Amanda  Reed;  Rachel  S. 
married  Jacob  Enslin,  of  South  Canaan  township; 
and  Martha  married  Francis  Enslin. 

Abram  Shaffer  was  born  January  20,  1815, 
and  died  in  July,  1877,  in  South  Canaan  township, 
where  he  had  been  successfully  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  from  early  manhood,  and  was  much 
esteemed  for  his  excellent  qualities  of  character. 
Pie  was  married  January  7,  1843,  in  South  Canaan 
township,  to  Miss  Lydia  Enslin,  by  whom  he  had 
the  following  children:  Samuel  V.,  a merchant  at 

Plymouth,  Penn. ; Edgar  J.,  a contractor  and  farmer 
at  Varden;  Miss  Helen  M.,  who  resides  with  her 
mother  on  the  homestead  at  Varden;  Abram  J.,  a 
'Carpenter  at  Plymouth,  Penn.;  William  R.,  our  sub- 
ject; Mahlon  S.,  a partner  of  our  subject’s,  who 
operates  a store  in  Wilkes  Barre ; Hattie,  wife  of 
J.  L.  Miller,  a clerk- in  the  Wilkes  Barre  establish- 
ment; Lana,  wife  of  Wilton  S.  Bloes,  who  con- 
ducts a drug  store  and  jewelry  store  at  Peckville, 
Penn. ; and  Anna,  wife  of  C.  A.  Clayton,  an  elec- 
trician at  Jersey  City.  Mrs.  Lydia  Shaffer  died 
January  23,  1898. 

The  Enslin  family  is  well  known  in  this  section, 
and  our  subject’s  mother  is  a granddaughter  of 
-George  and  Catherine  (Swingle)  Enslin,  natives  of 
Orange  countv,  N.  Y.,  who  settled  in  South  Canaan 
township  in  pioneer  times,  the  grandfather  being  a 
blacksmith  bv  trade.  Jacob  Enslin,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Lydia  Shaffer,  was  born  in  the  same  locality 
November  6,  1793,  and  died  June  26,  1827.  He 
was  married  December  29,  1821,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Transue,  who  was  born  December  22,  1803,  in 
Northampton  county,  and  came  to  Wayne  county 
with  her  parents,  Melchior  and  Elizabeth  Transue. 
On  the  paternal  side  she  was  of  French  descent. 
To  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Enslin  three  children  were 
born:  Sylvester,  born  July  3,  1823,  died  June  15, 

1826;  Lydia,  our  subject’s  mother,  born  March  31, 
1825;  and  Elizabeth,  born  July  31,  1827,  now  the 
widow  of  Asa  Cobb,  of  Lackawanna  county.  1 he 


mother  died  in  April,  1878,  and  was  buried  in  South 
Canaan  township.  She  was  married  three  times, 
and  by  her  second  husband,  Horace  Chumard,  she 
had  the  following  children : Simpson,  a farmer 

of  near  Hollisterville,  Penn. ; Eliza,  wife  of  W.  R. 
Sax,  a retired  merchant  at  Pittston,  Penn. ; Martha, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Edmund,  a resident  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  who  is  engaged  in  the  patent-right 
business  and  in  the  manufacture  of  shears;  John, 
who  died  in  childhood ; and  Delana,  wife  of  David 
Dale,  a merchant  at  Dalesville,  Penn.  By  her  third 
marriage,  to  Joseph  Swingle,  there  was  one  son, 
John  E.,  who  married  Mary  Astley,  and  resides 
upon  a farm  in  Kansas. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  3,  1852,  at 
the  old  Shaffer  homestead,  where  his  boyhood  was 
spent.  In  1877  he  and  his  brother,  M.  S.  Shaffer, 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Varden,  and  the 
enterprise  succeeded  so  well  that  they  built  their 
present  commodious  store  in  1885  in  order  to  ac- 
commodate their  growing  trade.  In  1887  they 
established  a branch  establishment  at  Peckville, 
which  M.  S.  Shaffer  conducted  for  four  years,  but 
they  soon  sold  out  and  opened  the  store  at  Wilkes 
Barre.  When  the  postoffice  was  established  at 
Varden  in  1885,  M.  S.  Shaffer  was  placed  in  charge; 
but  since  1895  our  subject  has  held  the  appointment, 
his  able  discharge  of  the  unties  of  the  position  re- 
flecting much  credit  on  him.  As  a business  man  he 
is  both  shrewd  in  judgment  and  energetic  in  action, 
and  as  a citizen  he  is  prompt  to  give  his  influence 
to  any  progressive  measure.  Politically  he  affili- 
ates with  the  Prohibition  party,  and  socially  he  is 
identified  with  various  organizations,  including  the 
P.  H.  S.  of  Gravity.  In  1877  he  was  married  in 
South  Canaan  township  to  Miss  Nettie  Tressler, 
and  the  home  is  brightened  by  six  children : Merle 

T.,  Carl,  Blair,  Bertha,  Mabel  and  Emma. 

Mrs.  Shaffer  was  born  December  25,  1855,  in 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  Allen 
and  Mary  (Hafler)  Tressler,  natives  of  Bucks 
county,  Penn.,  who  settled  in  Wayne  county  many 
years  ago.  They  now  reside  at  Hoadley’s,  where 
her  father  is  employed  as  foreman  on  the  E.  W.  & 
V.  R.  R.  track.  Of  their  six  children,  the  eldest, 
Emma,  married  Adam  Brooks,  a farmer  of  near 
Varden;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Abram  Jaggers,  a 
farmer  in  South  Canaan  township ; Alice  married 
Sanford  Bishop,  a farmer  in  Lake  township,  Wayne 
county;  Nettie  (Mrs.  Shaffer)  is  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth  ; Della  married  John  Morgan,  a miner 
at  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Charles,  who  resides  with 
his  parents,  is  an  operator  on  the  E.  W.  & V.  R.  R. 
at  that  point. 

HOMER  C.  NOBLE,  M.  D.,  is  a prominent 
representative  of  the  medical  profession,  engaged 
in  practice  in  Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne  county.  He 
is  a native  of  the  county,  born  in  Damascus  in  1852, 
and  is  a son  of  Charles  B.  and  Eliza  A.  (Bedient) 
Noble. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a native  of  West- 


106 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


field,  Mass.,  and  a son  of  Alva  Noble.  During  his 
boyhood  he  came  to  Wayne  county,  after  his  mar- 
riage locating  in  Damascus,  where  he  cleared  and 
improved  a large  farm,  making  it  his  home  until 
called  to  his  final  rest,  in  1897.  His  wife,  who 
faithfully  bore  her  part  in  all  the  hardships  of  their 
early  married  life,  still  resides  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Damascus.  In  their  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children:  (1)  Fannie  A.  is  now  the  wife 

of  Christopher  Tegler,  a merchant  and  stockman, 
of  Damascus.  (2)  Martin  J.,  born  in  Damascus, 
April  4,  1848,  attended  the  public  schools  and  also 
the  Waymart  Academy.  When  a young  man  he 
studied  dentistry  with  Dr.  Avery,  of  Honesdale, 
later  graduated  from  the  Pennsylvania  University, 
Philadelphia,  and  for  two  years  engaged  in  practice 
at  Wellington,  Ohio.  He  married  Ella  Van  Cleft, 
of  that  place.  In  1894  he  removed  to  Washington, 
D.  C.,  where  he  formed  a partnership  with  Dr. 
Henry  Noble,  one  of  the  most  prominent  dentists 
of  that  city,  and  there  both  he  and  his  wife  died, 
he  surviving  her  only  a few  months.  They  left  no 
children.  (3)  Lester,  born  in  1850,  died  in  in- 
fancy. (4)  Homer  C.,  of  this  review,  is  next  in 
the  family.  (5)  Hattie,  born  in  1854,  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years.  (6)  Wellington,  born  in  1858, 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  (7)  Louise,  born  in 
1862,  received  a public-school  education,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  E.  T.  Tiffany,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children,  John  and  Lois.  (8) 
Mervin  G.,  born  in  February,  1866,  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  the  home  farm,  began  his  education  in 
the  local  schools,  and  later  attended  the  Damascus 
and  Pleasant  Mount  Academies,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  until  his  marriage  in  1887.  He 
resides  on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  operates 
during  the  summer  season,  his  winter  months  be- 
ing still  devoted  to  the  profession  of  teaching.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  county  auditor,  and  is  now  ac- 
ceptably discharging  the  duties  of  that  position. 
He  wedded  Elva  Spencer,  of  Preston,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  they  have  four  children,  Alma  (born  in 
June,  1889),  Luverne,  Spencer  and  Edna. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Damascus,  Dr. 
Noble  began  his  literary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  later  attended 
the  academies  at  Prompton  and  Damascus,  leaving 
school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Three  years  later 
he  went  to  Wellington,  Ohio,  where  he  studied  or- 
namental painting,  and  subsequently  engaged  in 
that  work  at  Honesdale  until  1874.  He  commenced 
studying  medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Charles 
Beach,  in  the  fall  of  1871,  continued  his  studies 
under  Drs.  Keefer  and  Jones,  at  Honesdale,  and 
took  his  first  course  of  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Wooster,  Ohio.  He  afterward  took  two  courses 
at  the  Medical  and  Surgical  University,  Cincinnati, 
where  he  graduated  in  1875,  and  returning  to  his 
native  county  he  opened  an  office  in  Salem,  where 
he  engaged  in  practice  until  1877.  While  there  the 
Doctor  was  married,  in  July,  1876,  to  Miss  Anna 
M.  Walker,  a daughter  of  S.  T.  and  Malissa 


Walker,  old  and  prominent  residents  of  Salem. 
Her  mother  died  in  1896,  and  her  father  is  now 
living  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children:  Linda  (who  died  when  a 

young  lady),  Anna  M.,  Marshall  K.,  Joel  J.,  Bert 

B. ,  Harry  J.  and  Ernest  S. 

On  leaving  Salem  Dr.  Noble  removed  to  Riley- 
ville,  where  he  continued  practice  until  1881,  and 
then  spent  the  following  two  years  in  traveling 
over  the  New  England  States,  after  which  he  and 
his  family  removed  to  Clyde,  Ohio,  where  he  prac- 
ticed until  1885.  Returning  to  Wayne  county,  he 
located  in  the  village  of  Pleasant  Mount,  where  he 
purchased  a fine  residence,  and  also  bought  a good 
farm,  which  he  has  greatly  improved.  He  still  fol- 
lows his  profession,  however,  and  has  built  up  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice,  to  which  his  skill  and 
ability  justly  entitle  him.  He  is  a very  progressive 
physician,  and  keeps  thoroughly  posted  on  the 
latest  discoveries  in  the  science  of  medicine  and 
surgery. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Noble  have  had  five  children: 
Martin  J.,  born  August  24,  1877,  at  Rileyville, 
Wayne  county,  who  received  a fine  education  and  is 
now  a druggist  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y. ; Ray,  born 
in  Nicholson,  Penn.,  March  n,  1881;  Bessie,  born 
in  Clyde,  Ohio,  who  died  there  in  infancy ; Homer 

C. ,  born  at  Pleasant  Mount,  April  19,  1886;  and 
Marshall,  born  at  Pleasant  Mount.  June  13,  1888. 

The  Doctor's  ancestors  were  identified  with  the 
Whig  party,  and  he  is  a stalwart  Republican  in  pol- 
itics. Socially  he  is  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, of  Freedman  Lodge  No.  400,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  while  in  religious 
connection  he  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church,  and 
his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  is  not  only  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  Wayne  county,  but  is  also  one  of  the 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Pleasant 
Mount — one  who  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
public  welfare,  and  gives  his  support  to  every  enter- 
prise calculated  to  benefit  the  community.  His 
name  is  a true  index  to  his  character.  He  is  of  a 
genial,  kindly  nature,  is  broad  and  liberal  in  his 
views,  and  he  and  his  worthy  wife  are  among  the 
most  refined  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Pleas- 
ant Mount. 

PIERSON  B.  PETERSON,  M.  D„  a physi- 
tian  of  the  Homeopathic  School,  located  at  Hones- 
dale, Wayne  county,  is  rapidly  coming  to  the  front 
in  the  profession  in  his  locality,  and  a promising 
career  seems  awaiting  his  ambition  and  efforts.  Dr. 
Peterson’s  skill  and  ability  are  not  to  be  wondered 
at  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  his  fa- 
ther is  a man  of  learning  and  ability,  and  an  honor 
to  the  same  profession ; and  that  among  his  ances- 
tors were  a number  of  professional  men  who  sus- 
tained creditably  their  high  reputation,  several  be- 
ing physicians. 

The  Petersons  were  Protestants  of  the  Puritan 
fathers  of  England,  some  of  whom  fled  to  Holland 
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on  account  of  religious  intolerance,  and  thence  came 
to  America.  Among  them  was  Cornelius  Peter- 
son, who  settled  in  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  from 
whom  the  family  under  consideration  sprang,  the 
line  of  descent  being  through  Cornelius  (the  immi- 
grant), Cornelius  (2),  Rulif,  Jacob,  and  Orton  W. 

1 to  Pierson  B.  Cornelius  Peterson  (2),  born  May 
7,  1738,  married  Hannah  Parsol,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  they  resided  at  Hillsboro,  Somerset  Co.,  that 
State.  In  1796  they  moved  to  Owasco  Lake,  Cay- 
uga Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1820.  Rulif 
Peterson  was  born  at  Canoga,  N.  Y.,  April  12, 
1775,  and  on  April  2,  1800,  married  Sarah  Huff, 
who  was  born  March  31,  1783,  and  died  April  15, 
1852;  his  death  occurred  November  30,  1830. 

Jacob  Peterson,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  October  23,  1806,  at  Canoga,  N.  Y., 
and  on  September  18,  1828,  was  married  to  Susan 
Woodruff,  who  was  born  Tanuary  7,  1806.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  children  as  follows : ( 1 ) 

Orton  Woodruff  is  referred  to  farther  on.  (2) 
Wilson,  who  was  born  October  17,  1831,  married 
Emeline  Cobb,  and  died  in  New  York  City  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1898.  He  was  a physician  of  the  Homeo- 
pathic School.  (3)  Mariett  was  born  September 
10,  1834,  and  August  17.  1857,  was  married  to  Dr. 
J.  J.  Lancaster,  a phvsician  of  London,  Canada, 
who  died  August  19,  1884.  (4)  Parsol  Huff  and 

(5)  Pierson  Bartley,  twins,  were  born  February  2, 
1837.  On  February  6,  1868,  Parsol  Huff  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  A.  Mason,  a resident  of  South  Cov- 
entry, Conn.  Pierson  Bartley,  on  the  breaking  out 
of  tbe  Civil  war,  entered  the  Union  army,  and 
served  as  a lieutenant  in  the  78th  N.  Y.  S.  V.  I. 
He  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Antietam,  Md., 
September  17.  1862,  and  died  there  September  27, 
1862.  (6)  Sarah  Maria  was  born  February  4, 

1840,  and  married,  December  26,  1868,  William  H. 
Beach,  who  is  at  this  time  superintendent  of  schools 
at  Beloit,  Wis.  (7)  Charles  Ralph  was  born  Oc- 
tober 9,  1842.  During  tbe  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in 
tbe  United  States  service,  was  captured  and  con- 
fined for  a short  time  in  prison  at  Andersonville, 
Ga.,  making  his  escape  therefrom.  He  became  a 
resident  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  where  he  died  March 
25.  1880.  (8)  Minerva,  born  July  18,  1843,  died 

March  21,  1847.  (9)  Walter  Scott,  born  Decem- 

ber 20,  1848,  became  a Presbyterian  minister,  and 
is  now  the  pastor  of  a Church  at  Brandt,  Penn.  He 
married,  February  16,  1882,  Helen  O.  Brandt. 

Orton  W.  Peterson,  M.  D.,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  August  29,  1829,  at  Canoga,  Seneca  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  graduated  from  Hahnemann  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  in  1857,  with  tbe  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  He  located  at  Canoga,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  first  Homeopathic  physicians,  and 
in  1867  removed  to  Waterloo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is 
still  engaged  In  practice.  He  is  influential  in  local 
affairs  and  in  the  Republican  organization  of  that 
section,  and  at  present  holds  the  office  of  county 
coroner.  On  September  16,  1852,  tbe  Doctor  was 
married  to  Miss  Lydia  Mancleville,  a daughter  of 


Elijah  and  Hulda  (Denton)  Mandeville,  of  Canoga, 
N.  Y.,  the  father  being  at  that  time  a miller  there. 
To  the  marriage  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Orton  W.  Peter- 
son have  been  born  children  as  follows : Florence 

Lena,  born  November  13,  1856,  married,  June  26, 
1878,  Joel  W.  Bacon,  of  Waterloo,  N.  Y. ; Denton 
E.,  born  January  22,  i860,  is  a dentist  in  Shanghai, 
China;  Pierson  Bartley  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  born  April  8,  1869,  and  Nellie, 
born  November  17,  1874,  are  at  home. 

John  Mandeville,  the  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Lydia  (Mandeville)  Peterson,  married  Sarah 
Drake,  and  their  children  were  Samuel  and  Joshua. 
Samuel  Mandeville,  who  was  born  April  6,  1778, 
was  married,  February  5,  1800,  to  Lydia  Culver, 
who  was  born  October  13,  1775.  Their  children 
were:  Ann  Eliza,  born  October  18,  1800;  Elijah 

(father  of  Mrs.  Lydia.  Peterson),  born  December 
9,  1802,  who  married,  May  26,  1829,  Hulda  Den- 
ton; Aaron  Culver,  born  August  20,  1804;  Mahal, 
born  October  11,  1806;  Samuel  Drake,  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1810;  John,  born  April  8,  1813;  Rachel 
Horton,  born  July  26,  1814;  and  Cornelius,  born 
September  20,  1816. 

Reuben  Denton,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Lydia  (Mandeville)  Peterson,  was  born  June 
20,  1770,  married  December  25,  1791,  Hannah 
Kinne,  born  September  21,  1773,  and  their  issue 
were:  Elizabeth,  born  December  9,  1792;  Fannie, 

February  20,  1795;  Elijah,  December  13,  1796; 
Hannah,  February  27,  1799;  Lydia,  August  29, 
1801;  Anna,  August  13,  1803;  Plulda  (mother  of 
Mrs.  Lydia  Peterson),  November  30,  1807;  and 
Jerusha,  March  24,  1811. 

Dr.  Pierson  B.  Peterson,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  is  a native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  born  August  29,  1864,  at  Canoga.  He  at- 
tended tbe  public  schools  of  Waterloo,  also  the 
academy  there,  and  on  the  completion  of  the  course 
at  Waterloo  Academy  began  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  direction  of  his  father,  later  entering 
Pulte  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1891.  For  about  one  year 
thereafter  he  was  engaged  in  practice  in  Ohio,  and 
then  came  to  Honesdale,  Penn.,  succeeding  Dr. 
Keefer.  His  efforts  have  been  attended  with  re- 
ward, and  he  is  now  in  the  midst  of  a good  prac- 
tice. He  is  an  enterprising  and  public-spirited  cit- 
izen. taking  an  active  interest  in  matters  pertaining 
to  the  best  welfare  of  tbe  people  of  his  community. 
He  is  a member  of  tbe  Northeastern  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  Inter-State  Homeo- 
pathic Society,  and  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy. 

On  October  11,  1893,  Dr.  Peterson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Louise  Judwin,  born  January  22, 
1869,  and  one  son,  David  McKelvy,  born  July  2, 
1894,  brightens  tbeir  home.  The  Doctor  and  his 
wife  are  popular  socially,  and  he  is  a member  of  tbe 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, being  a Master  Mason.  Politically  his  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  Republican  party. 
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JUDGE  BUTLER  HAMLIN,  deceased.  “Man 
is  perennially  interesting  to  man ; nay,  if  we  look 
strictly  to  it,  there  is  nothing  else  interesting.”  At 
heart  almost  every  one  is  a hero-worshiper — not  nec- 
essarily a worshiper  at  the  shrine  of  some  sainted 
genius  in  the  world  of  art  or  letters,  but  in  the  love 
and  admiration  for  a man  whose  earthly  influence 
has  passed  down  the  ages,  “blending  itself  with  the 
ever-living,  ever-working  Universe,”  and  working 
ever  for  good  throughout  all  time.  These  strong 
characters  in  history  form  the  foundation  for  the 
higher  moral  and  intellectual  development  that  char- 
acterizes the  present.  Through  the  medium  of  biog- 
raphy their  achievements  are  perpetuated,  and  for 
the  generations  yet  unborn  is  prepared  a pabulum 
that  will  fortify  them  against  ethical  deterioration. 
To  the  pioneers  in  the  early  history  of  the  country  is 
due  much  that  is  good  to-day.  From  their  rugged 
and  determined  natures  come  the  physical  and  intel- 
lectual giants  whose  lives  blend  with  the  history  of 
their  community  or  of  the  nation.  Of  such  came 
Judge  Butler  Hamlin,  and  such  he  became.  He 
was  born  April  17,  1808,  in  Salem  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  the  youngest  son  of  Llarris  Hamlin  and 
his  good  wife,  Rue  Easton. 

Harris  Hamlin  was  of  English  blood,  and  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  April  27,  1767.  On  August  22, 
1787,  he  married  Rue  Easton,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  State,  February  28,  1770.  In  1801  Mr.  Ham- 
lin, accompanied  by  his  wife  and  their  nine  children, 
came  westward  and  founded  a new  home  about  one 
and  one-quarter  miles  west  of  Salem  Corners,  in 
Salem  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  They  built  a log 
house,  which  for  eight  years  or  more  was  their  home, 
and  then  Mr.  Hamlin  erected  a frame  house,  the  first 
one  in  that  locality.  By  farming  and  brick  manufac- 
turing he  supported  his  large  family,  the  boys  as  they 
grew  to  manhood  assisting  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
land.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  true  Christians  at 
heart,  and  practiced  that  broad  charity  that  loveth 
one's  neighbor  as  one’s  self ; thev  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  were  liberal  contributors 
to  its  support.  He  died  August  4,  1854,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  December  5,  1833.  Their  children 
were  : Rue,  Sarah  (who  married  John  Bonham,  and 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years), 
Catherine  (who  married  Horace  Lee,  of  Canaan, 
where  her  son,  John  F.  Lee,  now  carries  on  farm- 
ing), Rue  (2)  (who  married  Daniel  Baldwin,  and 
moved  to  Minnesota),  Oliver,  Amanda  (who  be- 
came Mrs.  John  Andrews),  Harris,  Ephraim  W., 
Almira,  Butler,  and  Philena  (who  married  Volney 
Cortright) . 

Butler  Hamlin  early  found  hard  work  a prac- 
tical and  ever-present  reality.  Like  other  boys  of  his 
locality  in  the  early  days  of  the  country,  he  had  little 
opportunity  for  schooling,  their  education  being  all 
obtained  during  a few  months’  attendance  in  the 
winter.  But  Mr.  Hamlin  had  slightly  superior  ad- 
vantages, inasmuch  as  his  father  allowed  him  this 
privilege  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  The 
literary  training  may  have  been  meagre,  but  the 


noble  Christian  mother  at  home  instilled  in  him 
those  character-building  lessons  that  made  him  the 
man  he  was,  devoted  to  principle,  honest  of  purpose, 
a man  whose  lofty  ideals  were  never  debased  by 
worldly  love  or  self-aggrandizement.  From  1825  to 
1827  he  worked  at  the  hatter’s  trade  with  a brother- 
in-law  in  Montrose,  Penn.,  for  thirty  dollars  per 
year,  and  by  close  economy  he  was  able  to  save  one- 
half  of  his  salary.  The  following  two  years  he 
clerked  in  the  store  of  his  brother  Oliver,  who  was 
also  postmaster  at  Salem,  where  he  received  ten  dol- 
lars a month.  He  then  became  a partner  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  so  continued  until  1837,  when  he  became 
sole  owner.  His  appointment  as  postmaster  fol- 
lowed, and,  with  but  two  brief  interruptions,  he  so 
continued  through  all  the  administrations  and  polit- 
ical changes  until  his  retirement  from  business.  The 
interruptions  mentioned  were,  first,  in  1861,  when  he 
was  appointed  associate  judge  "on  the  bench  with 
Judge  Barrett.  The  incompatibility  of  the  two  of- 
fices caused  him  to  resign  the  postmastership,  to 
which  he  was  later  reinstated;  and,  second,  during 
the  time  James  Buchanan  was  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  when  he  was  removed  for  political  rea- 
sons, but  after  a year,  through  the  petition  of  the 
patrons  of  the  office,  he  was  again  reinstated. 

Mr.  Hamlin's  political  belief  made  him  first  a 
Whig  and  then  a Republican.  While  loyal  to  his 
party  he  could  in  no  sense  be  called  a blind  partisan, 
for  it  was  the  principles  of  reform,  and  not  the  men, 
that  he  supported.  A wise  counselor,  the  party 
leaders  could  ' safely  turn  to  him  for  advice. 
Throughout  the  half  century  of  his  business  career 
he  maintained  the  same  just  and  honest  relations 
with  his  fellow  men,  and  old  and  young  accorded 
him  the  respect  and  esteem  merited  bv  such  sterling 
characteristics. 

In  October,  1838,  Judge  Hamlin  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sallinda  Rathbone,  a daughter 
of  Abel  and  Alice  Rathbone,  and  seven  children,  of 
whom  five  grew  *to  maturity,  blessed  their  home: 
Lenora  F.  became  the  wife  of  George  A.  Clearwater, 
a retired  coal  and  lumber  merchant  of  Scranton, 
Penn.  Florence  B.,  who  died  in  187=;,  married 
Alice  Curtis,  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Gertrude, 
now  the  wife  of  Dr.  j.  A.  McKee,  of  Massachusetts. 
Della  P.  and  Benjamin  Franklin  • (better  known  as 
B.  Frank)  reside  at  Hamilton ; he  married  Emma 
Kennedy.  Charles  E.  married  Cora  B.  Moss,  and 
is  a retired  shoe  merchant.  Lillie  died  young.  Abel 
R.  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Sallinda  (Rathbone)  Ham- 
lin was  a cultured  and  well-educated  lady.  The 
summer  before  her  marriage  she  came  to  Wayne 
county  to  visit  friends,  and  during  the  summer 
taught  school  in  the  neighborhood,  and  then  it  was 
she  met  Judge  Hamlin,  whose  faithful  and  devoted 
helpmeef  she  became.  Judge  Hamlin  never  united 
with  any  Church  organization,  but  he  was  a firm  be- 
liever in  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  and  was  a careful  stu- 
dent of  the  Bible.  The  various  Churches  of  the 
vicinity  found  in  him  a willing  and  liberal  contrib- 
utor to  all  their  worthy  enterprises.  Broad-minded 
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and  progressive,  the  town  of  Salem  owes  more  to 
him  than  to  any  other  one  man — not  only  did  he  ad- 
vise, but  he  himself  labored  unceasingly  for  the 
good  and  for  the  advancement  of  the  community, 
and  the  result  of  his  work  will  be  to  coming  genera- 
tions a monument  to  his  undying  fame.  On  Decem- 
ber io,  1883,  he  was  called  to  his  last  home,  and  in 
December,  1887,  the  soul  of  his  beloved  wife  went 
forth  to  join  nim  in  that  land  where  the  "weary  are 
at  rest.” 

ABRAM  E.  SNYDER,  M.  D.,  a well-known 
physician  and  surgeon  of  New  Milford,  is  one  of 
the  younger  representatives  of  the  medical  frater- 
nity in  Susquehanna  county,  but  his  skill  and  ability 
have  already  gained  for  him  an  honorable  position 
among  his  professional  brethren,  and  he  enjoys  an 
extensive  practice.  He  was  born  in  Lackawanna 
county,  Penn.,  September  21/1863,  a son  °f  David 
N.  and  M.  J.  (Snyder)  Snyder,  in  whose  family  were 
five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  The  fa- 
ther was  also  a native  of  Lackawanna  county,  and 
was  one  of  the  men  who  valiantly  fought  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war. 

Dr.  Snyder  received  a good  literary  educa- 
tion, and  after  leaving  school  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  Like,  a prominent  and  success- 
ful physician.  Later  he  entered  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  and  being  a close  student  he 
was  graduated  with  honors  from  that  famous  insti- 
tution in  the  class  of  1889.  Immediately  after  his 
graduation  he  located  at  Uniondale,  Susquehanna 
county,  then,  in  July,  1890,  removed  to  New  Mil- 
ford, where  he  was  not  long  in  building  up  a large 
and  lucrative  practice,  also  in  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. He  is  prominent  in  professional  circles,  and  is 
a most  active  and  zealous  member  of  the  Susque- 
hanna County  Medical  Society. 

In  June,  1889,  Dr.  Snyder  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ellis  Stearns,  a daughter  of  H. 
W.  Stearns.  She  presides  with  gracious  dignity 
over  their  beautiful  home  in  New  Milford,  and  their 
many  friends  are  always  sure  of  a hearty  welcome 
within  its  hospitable  doors.  They  occupy  an  en- 
viable position  in  social  circles,  and  both  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church. 

WILLIAM  ROTLI  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  enterprising  citizens  of  Ivresgeville,  Monroe 
county,  a leader  in  musical  and  business  circles. 
He  is  the  well  known  proprietor  of  the  “Mansion 
House’’  at  that  place,  one  of  the  best  hotels  of  the 
county,  and  is  a music  teacher  of  more  than  local 
prominence,  his  services  as  an  instructor  of  bands 
being  in  great  demand  throug'hcut  this  section  of 
the  State. 

Born  in  Washington  township,  Lehigh  Co., 
Penn.,  October  4,  1857,  Mr.  Roth  is  a son  of  Henry 
and  Maria  (Hoats)  Roth,  also  natives  of  Lehigh 
county,  who  came  to  Monroe  county  in  1861.  The 
father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  spent  his 
last  vears  in  retirement  from  active  business,  and 


died  in  October,  1897,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years ; his  wife  departed  this  life  in  1894,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  in- 
terred in  Pleasant  Valley  cemetery.  They  were 
worthy  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in 
politics  the  father  was  a Republican.  Of  their  chil- 
dren, Henry  died  in  1896;  Sarah  is  now  the  widow 
of  Lewis  Doorwart,  and  a resident  of  Walnutport, 
Penn. ; Eliza  Ann  married  William  H.  Barthold, 
of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
now  lives  in  Effort ; Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  Lewis 
Kunkel,  who  is  living  retired  in  West  Pittston, 
Penn. ; Peter  is  deceased ; George  is  a resident  of 
Walnutport,  Penn. ; John  is  a merchant  of  Little 
Gap,  Penn.;  William  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; 
and  Alice  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  Mr. 
Roth’s  parents,  Henry  and  Maria  (Hoats)  Roth, 
came  to  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  in  1861, 
and  there  made  their  home  upon  a farm  throughout 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  After  their  death  our 
subject  purchased  the  old  home,  which  he  recently 
sold ; he  also  bought  his  father-in-law’s  home,  and 
also  sold  it  again. 

The  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  William  Roth 
spent  upon  the  home  farm  with  his  parents.  In 
February,  1878,  at  Pleasant  Valley,  Monroe  county, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Ser- 
fass,  by  whom  he  has  six  children:  Edith  E.,  Cal- 
vin H.,  Della  O.,  Mason  A.,  Benjamin  H.  and  Jen- 
nie M.  Mrs.  Roth  was  born  in  Polk  township, 
Monroe  county,  August  21,  18^9,  a daughter  of 
Aaron  and  Elizabeth  (Hawk)  Serfass,  who  always 
made  their  home  in  that  county,  spending-  their  last 
days  with  our  subject.  The  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  a Democrat  in  politics, 
died  in  March,  1894,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  the 
mother  in  1890,  aged  sixty-eight,  and  both  were 
buried  in  Jerusalem  Church  cemetery.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  six  children : Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of 

Joseph  Smale,  a farmer  of  Polk  township;  Cath- 
erine, who  married  (first)  Edward  Brotzman,  and 
(second)  William  Frantz,  of  Polk  township;  Adam, 
a blacksmith  of  Brodheadsville ; Peter,  a farmer 
of  Eldred  township,  Monroe  county;  Joseph,  de- 
ceased, and  Mary  J.,  wife  of  our  subject.  Tier 
grandfathers,  Adam  Serfass  and  Peter  Hawk,  were 
both  lifelong  residents  of  Monroe  county. 

On  leaving  home  Mr.  Roth  commenced  teach- 
ing school  in  Polk  township,  where  he  followed  that 
profession  four  terms.  During  the  following  eight 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  huckstering  business. 
In  1873  he  commenced  the  study  of  instrumental 
music  under  the  able  direction  of  Prof.  A.  B.  Bush, 
since  when  he  has  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  that  art,  and  has  organized  and  taught  fifteen 
different  bands,  making  a specialty  of  band  music. 
He  instructed  eight  at  one  time,  and  at  pres- 
ent is  teaching  four.  He  is  a talented  musi- 
cian, and  as  an  instructor  has  but  few  equals.  At 
Kresgeville  he  has  a full  uniformed  band — one  of 
the  best  in  this  section  of  the  State — of  which  he 
has  been  at  the  head  for  the  past  two  years.  He 
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does  not  confine  his  attention  to  music,  however, 
but  is  most  successfully  conducting  the  “Mansion 
House’  at  Kresgeville,  the  original  one  having  been 
purchased  by  him  in  1892,  and  converted  into  a 
modern,  first-class  hotel,  heated  by  steam  through- 
out and  supplied  with  water.  On  the  night  or 
early  morning  of  September  27,  1899,  while  Mr. 
Roth  and  his  son  Calvin  were  absent  in  Stroudsburg, 
the  “Mansion  House"  was  destroyed  by  fire,  en- 
tailing a loss  to  Mr.  Roth  of  $2,500.  On  Novem- 
ber 21,  1S99,  the  building  of  the  new  one  was  com- 
menced, and  it  is  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  old 
one  in  all  respects.  There  is  a fine  bar  and  a good 
stable  attached.  It  is  only  a short  distance  from  the 
Pennforest  brook  trout  hatchery,  and  is  liberally 
patronized  by  a good  class  of  people.  Our  subject 
has  also  bought  the  “American  House,"  at  Kresge- 
ville, which  he  rents,  and  in  addition  he  owns  nine 
acres  of  good  land.  Politically  Mr.  Roth  is  a Dem- 
ocrat ; religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  socially  is  identified  with  the  Jr.  O.  U. 
A.  M.,  holding  membership  with  the  lodge  at  Slat- 
ington,  and  the  Farmers  Alliance. 

FRANCIS  W.  PAYNE.  Among  the  citizens 
of  Susquehanna  county  who  are  actively  engaged 
in  industrial  work,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one 
of  the  most  worthy  representatives.  He  has  been 
farmer,  soldier,  carpenter,  wagon  maker  and  black- 
smith, and  possesses  that  rare  mechanical  gift 
which  makes  easy  to  him  that  industrial  occupation 
which  to  many  is  difficult,  and  he  has  met  with  mer- 
ited success. 

Mr.  Payne  was  born  in  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  February  15,  1851,  a son  of 
William  and  Lucy  (Ivnapp)  Payne,  and  a grandson 
of  Amos  Payne,  who  about  1815,  in  middle  life, 
moved  with  his  family  from  Canterbury,  Mass., 
to  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
pui  chased  property  and  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death.  His  children  were : Charles,  Daniel, 

Louisa  (Mrs.  Seneca  Tanner),  William,  and  Susan 
(Mrs.  Crawford  Titus). 

William  Payne,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Canterbury,  Mass.,  in  1808,  and  was  six 
years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Lenox  township.  He  married  Lucy,  daughter  of 
William  and  Margaret  (Rhyerson)  Knapp,  and  en- 
gaged through  life  in  farming  in  Lenox  township, 
living  to  the  age  of  seventy  years.  For  many  years 
he  was  also  an  active  lumberman.  In  politics  he 
was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  for  many  years  he 
served  as  constable.  His  children  were:  Fran- 

cis W„  subject  of  this  sketch;  Martin,  a resident  of 
Hyde  Park,  Penn.;  Margaret,  wife  of  Frank  Blaks- 
ley,  of  Nicholson,  Penn. ; George  L.,  hotel  proprietor, 
at  Harford  village;  James,  of  Gibson  township; 
Amanda,  wife  of  Thomas  W.  Westcott,  of  Gibson 
township ; and  Jekerbird  D.,  who  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  and  died  at  Point  Lookout 
from  wounds  received  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness. 


Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Lenox 
township,  and  there  he  attended  the  district  schools. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began  life  for  him- 
self. He  acquired  the  trade  of  carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  also  that  of  wagon  maker,  and  with  the 
proceeds  of  his  labors  he  paid  ofif  the  indebtedness 
on  the  homestead.  He  was  married  January  1, 
1861,  in  Lenox  township,  to  Samantha  E.  Emer- 
son, born  in  Lenox  township,  in  1841,  daughter  of 
Cornelius  and  Eunice  (Knapp)  Rinerson.  In  the 
fall  of  1862  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
177th  P.  V.  I.,  serving  for  a term  of  nine  months. 
In  1864  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  187th  P.  V.  I., 
for  a term  of  three  years.  He  was  in  front  of 
Petersburg  June  18,  1864,  and  was  there  wounded 
by  a spent  shell,  complications  ensuing  which  al- 
most resulted  fatally,  our  subject  saving  his  life 
only  after  a hard  struggle. 

Returning  to  Lenox  township  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  Mr.  Payne  followed  farming  for  two  years. 
He  then  removed  to  Hopbottom,  and  there  engaged 
it;  the  wagon  business.  Then  for  eleven  years  he 
was  employed  by  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  Railroad  Co.,  as  carpenter  and  foreman. 
Succeeding  that  service  Mr.  Payne  has  for  the  past 
fourteen  years  followed  wagon  making  and  black- 
smithing  at  Hopbottom.  His  family  consisted  of 
the  following  children : Frank,  who  died  at  the 

age  of  nineteen  years;  Eva,  wife  of  Eugene  Mead,, 
of  Hopbottom ; Elmer,  who  is  employed  by  the  Del- 
aware, Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  Co.,  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Eddie,  at  home ; Viley,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years ; and  Leon  and 
Cora,  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Payne  is  a Dem- 
ocrat ; he  has  served  as  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil, and  during  the  past  seven-  years  has  been  school 
director.  Until  the  organization  disbanded  he  was 
a member  of  the  American  Mechanics  at  Hopbot- 
tom. He  is  a capable,  public-spirited  citizen,  and 
enjoys  the  highest  esteem  and  regard  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives. 

PERRY  BIRDSALL,  contractor  and  farmer 
of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  in  Middletown  township,  that  county,  August 
17,  1831,  a son  of  Henry  and  Fannie  (Canfield) 
Birdsall. 

Henry  Birdsall  was  born  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, and  in  early  manhood  settled  in  Middle- 
town  township,  on  the  north  branch  of  the  Wvalu- 
sing  creek,  and  after  spending  some  time  there  he 
moved  to  the  Wolf  road,  where  he  bought  land  and 
settled.  With  the  aid  of  his  good  wife  and  his  chil- 
dren he  cleared  up  a home  in  the  woods,  making  a 
comfortable  abiding  place  for  their  old  age.  Short- 
ly after  leaving  Connecticut  he  wedded  Fannie 
Canfield,  who  was  born  in  Middletown  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Mary  Canfield,  former  residents  of  Connecticut, 
but  later  of  Middletown.  Mrs.  Birdsall  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  devoted  her- 
self to  the  practice  of  the  faith  she  professed..  Mr. 
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Birdsall  passed  away  in  1866,  his  wife  in  1872. 
They  had  a family  of  children  besides  our  subject 
as  follows:  (1)  Sarah  married  Johnston  W. 

Stone,  and  lived  near  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  on  a farm ; 
(2)  Harvey  was  twice  married;  his  first  wife, 
Orinda  (Stone),  died  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
leaving  three  children,  Mary,  Sabilla  and  Charlotte, 
all  of  whom  died  young.  For  his  second  wife  he 
married  Harriet  Taylor,  by  whom  he  had  children, 
Turrell;  of  Forest  Lake;  Chester,  of  Owego,  N.  Y. ; 
Fanny,  Douglas  and  Luna;  also  Nelson  and  Susan, 
deceased.  Harvey  JBirdsall  died  in  March,  1897, 
his  wife  in  1888.  (3)  Phoebe  A.  died  at  the  age 

of  sixteen  years.  (4)  Harmon  married 'Miss  Can- 
field,  and  for  some  time  kept  a hotel  at  Friendsville, 
Penn.,  and  then  went  to  Minnesota.  After  about 
five  years  passed  in  the  Northwest  he  returned  to 
Middletown  and  lived  on  a farm  until  he  returned 
to  New  York  State.  He  has  eight  children,  George 
M.,  Nelson,  Judson,  Watson,  William,  Flora,  Ben- 
jamin and  Frederick.  (5)  Emeline  married  Jo- 
seph F.  Twining,  of  Middletown,  and  died  leaving 
children,  Phoebe  A.  (wife  of  William  Totton), 
George,  William,  Clara  (deceased),  and  Libbie. 

(6)  Loderna  married  John  W.  Sliter,  and  for 
twenty  years  they  resided  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
and  then  moved  to  Bradford  county,  where  she 
died,  leaving  five  children,  Martha,  wife  of  Ira 
Gregory;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Charles  Holeman,  of 
Waverly  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; Morris,  Sarah 
and  Ida.  Mr.  Sliter  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness. 

(7)  Julia  married  Joab  Thompson,  of  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  where  he  died ; they  had  two  daughters, 
Maggie  and  Fanny.  (8)  Alvira  married  Fred- 
erick Billings,  a druggist  of  Leraysville,  Penn.,  and 
has  one  son,  George.  (9)  Chester  Iv.  enlisted 
during  the  Civil  war  in  the  5th  N.  Y.  V.  C.,  and 
was  in  a number  of  battles ; after  the  war  he  went 
to  Minnesota,  where  he  died. 

Perry  Birdsall  received  his  literary  training  in 
the  district  schools  of  Middletown  and  Forest 
Lake  townships,  making  his  home  in  the  family  of 
Judson  Stone,  upon  whose  farm  he  worked  until 
lie  was  twenty-one  years  old.  He  then  took  up  the 
carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  as  contractor 
and  builder,  employing  at  times  from  six  to  eight 
men,  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  When 
his  country  needed  him  he  cast  aside  his  personal 
affairs  and  enlisted  in  the  22nd  N.  Y.  V.  C.  under 
Gol.  Phil  Sheridan.  For  four  months  he  did  skir- 
mish duty,  and  was  then  stricken  with  typhoid 
fever,  and  passed  two  months  in  the  field  hos- 
pital at  Winchester,  Va.  He  returned  to  his  reg- 
iment, and  after  hostilities  had  ceased  he  was  em- 
ployed in  administering  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
those  engaged  in  the  Rebellion.  In  August,  1865, 
at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
from  service.  On  resuming  the  arts  of  peace  he 
settled  f<?r  some  five  years  in  Middletown,  where 
he  engaged  again  in  contracting  and  building.  In 
1876  he  purchased  the  John  Sliter  and  William 


Morgan  farms  in  Forest  Lake  township,  where  he 
has  erected  two  fine  houses,  one  for  his  son  Jud- 
son, and  the  other  for  himself  and  family.  Two 
good  barns  are  also  to  be  included  among  the  many 
improvements  he  has  made  on  the  farms,  and,  while 
still  engaged  at  his  trade,  he  nevertheless  finds  time 
to  see  that  his  farms  are  well  conducted  after  the 
most  modern  methods. 

On  October  31,  1855,  Mr.  Birdsall  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  T.  Gregory,  who  was 
born  in  1840,  a daughter  of  Zalmon  and  Susan 
(Green)  Gregory,  of  Forest  Lake  township,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Lexington,  N.  Y.,  and 
the  latter  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  Both  are  deceased.  Besides  Mrs.  Bird- 
sall, Zalmon  and  Susan  (Green)  Gregory  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Anna  E.,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Isaac  Strange,  had  three  children, 
Theresa,  Warren  and  Myron;  Rachel  M.  deceased 
wife  of  Joab  Tebbitts,  had  five  children,  Alzady, 
James,  Jane,. Mary  and  Lucy;  Daniel,  a resident  of 
Iowa;  George,  deceased,  was  buried  at  Youngwom- 
anstown,  on  the  north  branch  of  the  Susquehanna 
river;  Ruth  Jane,  married  the  late  Jeremiah  Can- 
field  (who  served  four  years  in  the  Civil  war  in 
an  Iowa  cavalry  regiment),  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
and  had  five  children,  Wallace,  Charlie,  Martha, 
William  and  Lee ; William,  who  served  in  the  con- 
struction corps  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  mar- 
ried Alice  Greenleaf,  of  Canton,  Penn.,  and  twenty 
vears  ago  they  went  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where 
the  wife  graduated  in  medicine  and  is  now  a practic- 
ing physician  (their  children  are  George,  Levi  and 
Mary)  ; and  Ira,  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  lias  five  children,  Minnie,  Nettie,  Charles, 
Wellington  and  George.  Mrs.  Birdsall  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Forest  Lake  and  Is  a highly 
cultured  woman,  taking  a prominent  place  in  the 
social  life  of  the  community.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Birdsall  have  been  born  five  children : ( 1 ) Charles 
E.,  born  at  Forest  Lake  in  1856,  is  a farmer  in 
Warren,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  He  married  Zoela 
Snell,  and  has  one  daughter,  Ruby.  (2)  Flora, 
born  August  17,  1858,  married  George  M.  Bird- 
sall, a carpenter  at  Binghampton,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
two  children,  Frank  and  Grant.  (3)  Judson  W., 
born  in  1864,  grew  up  on  the  home  farm,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  then  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  On  November  9,  1887,  he  mar- 
ried Hattie  S.  Day,  who  was  born  May  11,  1868, 
a daughter  of  Erastus  and  Eunice  Day,  of  Forest 
Lake  township.  She  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  now  presides  with  grace  and  dignity 
over  her  husband's  home  in  the  • same  township. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Maude  M.,  born  August 
12,  1888,  and  now  attending  school.  (4)  Earl  B., 
born  in  1883,  is  a fine  violinist,  and  is  still  at  home. 
(5)  Eva  died  in  childhood. 

The  Republican  party  has  always  received  the 
hearty  support  of  Mr.  Birdsall,  and  his  sons  affiliate 
with  the  same  party.  Active  in  every  movement 
for  the  advance  of  the  welfare  of  his  town  and 
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county,  Mr.  Birdsall  can  always  be  found  on  the 
side  of  progress,  and  in  his  quiet  unassuming  way 
wields  an  influence  of  untold  weight  for  good. 

PAUL  SWINGLE,  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
president  of  the  Wayne  County  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  is  a leading  citizen  of  South  Canaan  Cor- 
ners, Wayne  county,  and  for  many  years  has  held 
an  influential  place  in  the  business,  social  and  polit- 
ical life  of  that  section.  Hi s genial  disposition  has 
won  for  him  a host  of  friends,  and  he  has  frequently 
been  chosen  to  positions  of  public  trust,  in  which  he 
has  shown  marked  ability  and  unswerving  fidelity  to 
duty. 

His  family  is  well  known  in  Wayne  county,  his 
great-grandfather,  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  a native  of 
Switzerland,  having  settled  there  in  1783.  Conrad 
Swingle,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  born  in  New 
York  State  in  1769,  and  died  in  Wayne  county  in 
1849,  and  bis  wife,  Lucy  (Bunton),.  died  in  1850. 
[A  more  complete  account  of  the  Swingle  family 
appears-  elsewhere,  giving  interesting  particulars 
concerning  the  earlier  generations.] 

Moses  Swingle,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  April  2,  1804,  and  during  his  later  life  was  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  farming  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  He  was  a man  of  much  intel- 
ligence, and  in  early  manhood  he  taught  school  for 
a time,  and  throughout  his  life  he  was  fond  of  the 
old-time  sports  of  hunting  and  trapping,  in  which 
he  excelled.  At  various  times  he  held  town- 
ship offices,  and  he  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic organization  of  his  locality  until  the  nomina- 
tion of  J.  C.  Fremont,  when  he  became  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  For  a number 
of  years  he  was  a leading  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  near  his  home,  and  he  died  in  that  faith  on 
November  29,  1891,  aged  eighty-six  years,  his  last 
days  being  spent  with  his  son-in-law,  R.  E.  McMinn. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Cobb, 
is  also  deceased,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  in- 
terred in  the  cemetery  at  South  Canaan.  They  had 
the  following  children : Mary  A.  and  Mary  F., 

who  died  in  infancy ; Laura  J.,  wife  of  Conrad  Cobb, 
a farmer  in  Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; Clark,  a 
farmer  in  Washington  State;  Rubie,  deceased; 
Ralph,  who  died  leaving  a widow  (now  Mrs.  Booth, 
of  Bradford  county,  Penn.)  and  three  children; 
Paul,  our  subject,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low; Asa  S.,  a farmer  in  Kansas;  Benjamin  F.,  a 
farmer  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county; 
Lewis,  who  married  Jane  Manderville,  and  died  in 
Kansas;  Ruth  A.,  a resident  of  South  Canaan;  Es- 
tella,  Mrs.  Benjamin  Smith,  a widow  residing  at 
Montoursville,  Penn.;  Lucetta,  wife  of  Abraham 
Kiser,  a farmer  in  South  Canaan  township ; and 
Abbie,  deceased  wife  of  R.  E.  McMinn,  assistant 
postmaster  at  South  Canaan. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  18,  1838,  at  South 
Canaan  Corners,  and  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
farm.  His  education  was  begun  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  vicinity,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered 


Wyoming  Seminary  for  a higher  course  of  study, 
remaining  two  terms.  On  leaving  school  he  taught 
for  one  term  in  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  and 
then,  returning  to  South  Canaan  Corners,  he  became 
a clerk  in  the  store  of  E.  C.  Swingle.  In  1859  he 
purchased  a half  interest  in  a sawmill  and  flouring- 
rnill,  which  he  conducted  in  partnership  with  H.  S. 
Bloes  until  1862,  when  he  sold  out  to  Mr.  Bloes  and 
entered  the  Union  army.  He  served  four  months 
in  Company  A,  137th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt’.  J.  M. 
Buckingham,  with  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant,  and 
although  he  escaped  wounds  he  was  taken  ill  and 
sent  home  disabled.  During  his  term  of  service  he 
had  participated  in  the  battles  of  Antietam  and  South 
Mountain.  After  his  recovery  he  purchased  a farm 
and  settled  down,  but  his  patriotic  spirit  led  him  to 
again  offer  his  services  to  the  government  as  a sol- 
dier, and  March  7,  1865,  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  in 
Company  A,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Plottsy,  on 
detached  service.  He  remained  in  the  service  as 
long  as  there  was  any  fighting  to  be  done,  and  on 
coming  home  resumed  the  management  of  his  farm, 
continuing  until  1890,  when  he  removed  to  South 
Canaan  Corners.  In  1893  he  was  appointed  presi- 
dent of  the  Wayne  County  Mutual  Insurance  Co., 
which  office  he  has  ever  since  held,  and  at  times  he 
has  been  identified  with  important  enterprises  of 
various  kinds.  He  is  one  of  the  chief  advisers  of 
the  Republican  party  in  his  locality,  and  has  held  dif- 
erent  offices,  including  those  of  school  director,  and 
auditor,  besides  other  positions  in  the  township,  and 
since  1869  he  has  served  continuously  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  has  also  been  active  in  the  politics  of 
the  county,  and  in  1874  he  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  the  county.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  South  Canaan,  also  with  Blue 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Waymart,  and  for  years  he 
has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Cburch  at  South  Canaan. 

On  November  25,  1857,  Squire  Swingle  was 
married  in  South  Canaan  township  to  Miss  Sarah 
J.  Sampson,  who  was  born  at  South  Canaan  October 
23,  1838,  a daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Storm)  Sampson.  Her  father  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, her  mother  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and 
they  located  in  South  Canaan  township  in  pioneer 
times.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Swingle  died  February  14, 
1893,  and  on  December  4,  1897,  the  Squire  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Hetzel,  daughter  of  Samuel  Hetzel, 
of  South  Canaan.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  the 
following  children : M.  Eugene,  the  postmaster  at 

South  Canaan,  who  is  also  engaged  in  agriculture; 
Mary  A.,  who  married  Andrew  Swingle,  a distant 
relative,  who  resides  upon  a farm  in  South  Canaan 
township ; Calvin  E.,  who  married  Lizzie  Lesher  and 
resides  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Carrie,  wife  of  John 
Condon,  a decorator  at  Honesdale;  William,  who 
married  Anna  Hoel,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  Nelson,  a railway 
postal  clerk,  who  married  Anna  Black,  and  resides 
at  Scranton ; Elsworth,  a farmer  in  South  Canaan 
township,  who  married  Martha  Swingle,  a distant 
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relative;  Velmar,  wife  of  George  Howell,  a school 
teacher  of  South  Canaan  township ; Estella,  wife  of 
George  Carman,  an  oyster  grower  on  Long  Island ; 
and  Jennie  M.,  who  married  David  Hand,  a black- 
smith, and  resides  at  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

GEORGE  HARRISON  (deceased).  The 
subject  of  this  memoir  was  for  many  years  a lead- 
ing agriculturist  of  New  Milford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  on  retiring  from  active  business 
he  made  his  home  in  New  Milford  village  where  he 
and  his  family  at  once  took  an  enviable  position 
in  social  and  religious  circles.  While  he  was  noted 
as  an  able  and  successful  business  man,  his  kind- 
liness of  heart  was  no  less  -recognized  and  many 
warm  friends  mourned  his  death. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  a native  of  Hampshire,  Eng- 
land, born  in  1808,  and  came  to  this  country  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Being  of  a roving  dispo- 
stion  he  spent  some  years  in  travel,  returning  twice 
to  England,  but  later  settling  in  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Senior. 
After  a few  years  he  removed  to  Washington, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  in  1850  he  settled  upon 
a farm  in  'New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  In  connection  with  his  agricultural  work  he 
was  engaged  in  business  as  a dealer  in  live  stock, 
and  much  fine  stock  was  brought  to  Susquehanna 
county  by  him.  He  was  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
holding  various  local  township  offices,  and  although 
not  a member  of  any  religious  society,  he  attended 
the  Episcopal  Church  and  contributed  to  its  work. 
As  old  age  came  on  his  health  failed,  and  in  1870 
he  retired  to  New  Milford,  where  he  died  Septem- 
ber 8,  1892,  aged  eighty-three  years,  nine  months 
twenty-eight  days,  and  his  remains  were  buried  in 
New  Milford  cemetery.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs. 
Sarah  Jane  Foster,  nee  Harrington,  who  survives 
him.  He  left  four  children,  all  by  the  first  mar- 
riage: James,  who  is  now  a resident  of  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  (the 
others  were  born  in  Connecticut)  ; William  is  a 
farmer  in  New  Milford  township;  Frances  married 
Frederick  Percy,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. ; and  Anna 
married  Albert  Thompson,  of  Binghamton,  New 
York. 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Harrison  resides  at  the  home  in 
New  Milford  village,  where  her  husband's  last  days 
were  spent.  She  has  been  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  since  childhood,  and  her  sympathic 
interest  in  all  good  works  has  won  for  her  the  es- 
teem of  the  community.  She  was  born  August  15, 
1823,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  she  grew  to 
womanhood.  On  June  24,  1869,  she  married 

her  first  husband,  Samuel  Foster,  who  died  March 
17,  1871,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Bridgewater 
township,  Susquehanna  countv.  By  occupation  he 
was  a wagon  maker,  and  in  June,  1869,  he  opened 
a shop  in  New  Milford,  which  he  conducted  until 
his  death.  In  the  paternal  line  Mrs.  Harrison  is 
descended  front  a well-known  family  of  Bridge- 
water  township.  Her  father,  John  Harrington, 


was  a native  of  Ireland,  coming  to  America  in  1816, 
and  settling  first  in  Wantage  township,  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.  He  was  married  there  to  Miss 
Jemima  Roloson,  a native  of  that  township,  and  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Van  Sickle)  Rolo- 
son, who  were  both  born  in  New  Jersey.  In  1838 
he  removed  to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  in 
Bridgewater  township  on  a farm  now  occupied  by 
his  son  Henry  H.  He  died  there  at  the  age-  of 
seventy-six  years,  and  his  wife  attained  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-four.  They  were  much  re- 
spected among  their  associates,  and  for  many  years 
they  were  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Their  children  were:  William,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three;  Sarah  Jane  (Mrs. 
Harrison)  ';  Miss  Mary  E. ; Matthew  J. ; Mrs.  Julia 
C.  Townsend ; Miss  Matilda  Helen ; and  Henry 
H.,  mentioned  above. 

CI-IRISTOPHER  BYRNE.  While  not  un- 
mindful of  the  value  of  material  wealth,  one  of  the 
chief  aims  of  Christopher  Byrne,  a prosperous  and 
influential  citizen  of  Choconut  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  has  been  to  bestow  upon  each  of  his 
children  a liberal  education.  A man  -of  superior 
intellect  himself,  his  educational  advantages  were 
meager  as  compared  with  those  which  his  familv 
have  enjoyed,  and  the  bright  and  happy  home  that 
have  been  reared  about  him  are  lasting  proofs  of 
the  wisdom  of  his  endeavor. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  27,  1829,  in  Coun- 
ty Meath,  Ireland,  thirty  miles  southwest  of  Dub- 
lin, son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  (McLaughlin) 
Byrne.  The  parents,  who  were  farming  people, 
immigrated  in  1850  to  America,  coming  direct  to 
Choconut  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
for  $4,000  a farm  of  mo  acres,  stock  and  improve- 
ments, near  St.  Joseph,  were  purchased.  Here 
Patrick  Byrne  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dy- 
ing in  1854.  His  widow  continued  to  reside  on  the 
farm  until  her  death  in  1871.  She  was  a worthy 
Christian  woman,  a Catholic  in  religious  faith,  which 
was  also  that  of  her  husband  and  familv.  To  Pat- 
rick and  Bridget  Bryne  were  born  six  children,  as 
follows : ( 1 ) Mary,  the  eldest,  married  George 
Bashford,  and  remained  near  the  old  home  in  Ire- 
land, where  she  died  leaving  a family.  One  of  her 
sons,  Patrick  Bashford,  is  now  a business  man  of 
Newburg,  N.  Y.  (2)  Christopher,  our  subject, 
comes  next.  (3)  Margaret  was  educated  in  Ire- 
land, came  with  her  parents  to  Choconut  township, 
and  here  married  James  Carrigan,  settling  first  in 
Forest  Lake  township,  later  moving  to  Bingham- 
! ton,  N.  Y.,  where  her  husband  died.  To  them  were 
born  nine  children,  John,  Alice,  Fannie,  Andrew, 
Joseph,  James,  Katie,  Annie  (who  died  in  1899), 
and  Mary  (who  died  young-) . (4)  James  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  and  entered  St.  Joseph 
College  to  study  for  the  priesthood ; but  during  his 
collegiate  course  he  was  taken  sick  and  died.  He 
was  one  of  the  bright,  scholarly  young  men  of  the 
institution,  with  a very  promising  future.  (5) 
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Thomas  obtained  a collegiate  education  in  Ireland, 
where  he  married  and  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness for  a time ; later  he  was  interested  in  land  and 
stock,  becoming  a prosperous  and  successful  busi- 
ness man.  He  died  at  liis  home  in  Ireland,  in  1887, 
leaving  a widow  and  family.  (6)  Patrick,  the 
youngest,  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  was 
educated  in  St.  Joseph  College,  married  Miss  Mary 
Kane,  of  Choconut,  and  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Of  his  six  children,  four,  Bridget,  James, 
Maggie  and  John,  are  yet  living. 

Christopher  Byrne,  our  subject,  was  for  sev- 
eral terms  a college  student  in  his  native  land.  He 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  America,  in  1850,  and  after  his  father’s 
death,  in  1854,  he  remained  with  his  mother  for 
nine  years,  managing'  the  home  farm.  His  first 
marriage,  in  1859,  was  to  Margaret  Goggin,  by 
whom  he  had  one  child,  Mary,  who  died  when  three 
months  old.  The  mother  passed  away  in  Septem- 
ber, 1861  ; she  was  educated  in  St.  Joseph  School. 
In  1863  Mr.  Byrne  married  Miss  Mary  Welch,  who 
was  born  in  1840,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Hannah 
Welch,  old  and  prominent  residents  of  Oxford, 
Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  had  migrated  from  Ire- 
land in  an,  early  day.  In  1862  Mr.  Byrne  pur- 
chased, from  Charles  Nale,  his  lakeside  home  in 
Choconut,  where  he  has  made  many  improvements 
in  the  way  of  remodeling  buildings,  etc.,  and  he 
has  added  to  it  by  purchase,  now  owning  some  200 
acres ; the  place  is  one  of  the  well-cultivated  farms 
and  cultured  homes  of  the  county.  To  himself  and 
wife  have  been  born  nine  children,  five  sons  and 
four  daughters:  (1)  Bridget,  born  on  the  present 
home  May  17,  1864,  was  well  educated  in  the  pa- 
rochial schools,  and  married  Patrick  Riley,  of  St. 
Joseph,  where  they  reside;  they  have  one  son, 
Michael.  (2)  Hannah,  born  in  Choconut  in  No- 
vember, 1863,  married  G.  F.  Coleman,  and  they  re- 
side on  his  dairy  farm  on  the  north  branch  of  the 
Wyalusing  creek;  they  have  had  children  as  fol- 
lows, Margaret,  Lorance  D.,  Christopher,  Mary 
(deceased),  Martin,  Anna  May,  Francis,  and  Nor- 
ine.  (3)  Mary  C.,  born  at  the  old  home  in  Choco- 
nut, was  well  educated,  being  a graduate  of  Laurel 
Hill  Academy  of  Susquehanna.  She  is  a lady  of 
culture,  was  for  ten  years  a teacher  in  the  district 
schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  she  is  now  one 
of  the  convent  Sisters  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  living 
a most  charitable,  useful  life.  (4)  Patrick,  born 
at  the  old  homestead  in  1871,  has  always  engaged  in 
farming  at  the  homestead ; he  is  unmarried,  and 
lives  at  the  old  home.  (5)  Margaret  died  when 
one  year  old.  (6)  Martin,  born  in  Choconut  in 
1875,  farms  the  home  place.  (7)  Thomas,  born 
at  the  old  homestead,  was  well  educated  in  the 
parochial  schools,  and  is  a graduate  of  Laurel  Hill 
Academy,  Susquehanna,  and  is  now  a teacher  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  county ; he  is  a young 
man  of  culture  and  education.  He  has  taken 
especial  interest  in  poultry  and  stock  raising  on  his 
father’s  farm.  (8)  Peter  was  born  at  the  home 


farm,  where  he  was  reared.  As  a student  of 
Laurel  Hill  Academy,  Susquehanna,  in  1898,  he 
was  inspecting  the  stone  railroad  bridge  at  Lanes- 
boro,  when  he  was  struck  by  an  engine  and  thrown 
from  the  bridge  a distance  of  ninety  feet,  living  only 
four  hours  after  the  accident.  He  was  a young 
man  of  great  promise,  a hard  student,  and  very 
popular  with  his  associates  and  teachers.  (9) 
Christopher,  born  in  Choconut,  has  been  a student 
of  Laurel  Hill  Academy,  also  a teacher  in  the  dis- 
trct  schools  of  his  county. 

Politically  Mr.  Byrne  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has-  held  the 
office  of  school  director  and  auditor  of  Choconut, 
has  also  been  county  auditor  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  the  public 
affairs  of  the  county.  He  and  his  family  are  de- 
vout members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  As  a farmer 
he  has  been  a leading  representative  of  his  town- 
ship. For  many  years  he  has  taken  a deep  interest 
in  the  development  of  agriculture  and  stock  raising 
in  his  neighborhood,  and  his  progressive  and 
courageous  ideas  have  proved  beneficial  both  to 
himself  and  to  the  prosperous  community  in  which 
he  lives.  Mr.  Byrne  was  the  first  importer  of 
Ayrshire  stock  to  this  part  of  the  country,  and  has 
taken  great  interest  in  improving  the  breed  of 
cattle  in  his  county,  expending  larp-e  sums  for  that 
purpose.  He  had  a herd-book,  and  has  bred  from 
it.  He  bought  "Matchless  the  Second,”  bred  bv 
C.  J.  Hays,  of  Unadilla,  N.  Y.,  and  “Matchless  the 
Third,”  a fine-bred  heifer,  when  he  started  his  large 
herd.  For  several  years  Mr.  Byrne  was  captain  of 
a company  of  cavalry  organized  in  his  town  and 
Silver  Lake. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  SIMONS,  of 
Hamlinton,  Wayne  county,  is  well  known  in  busi- 
ness circles  as  the  senior  member  of  the  mercantile 
firm  of  G.  W.  Simons  & Son,  and  he  has  also  been 
extensively  engaged  in  agricultural  work  for  many 
years.  As  a citizen  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem, 
and  he  has  frequently  been  chosen  to  fill  various 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 

The  Simons  family  in  this  section  is  descended 
form  Richard  Simons,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
who  came  from  Ireland  in  1800,  settling  in  Phila- 
delphia. He  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  were 
born  in  Ireland,  the  names  of  all  in  order  of  birth 
being  as  follows : Joseph,  James,  Richard,  Abram, 
Thomas,  William,  Frances  and  Henry.  Early  in 
the  present  century  they  all  removed  to  Pike  coun- 
ty, where  they  made  permanent  homes.  Richard 
Simons  (2),  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  Coun- 
ty Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  was  a child  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  America  in  1800.  In  1816 
he  came  to  Pike  county,  where  he  remained  seven 
years  on  a farm  in  Greene  township.  His  wife, 
Hannah  (Smith),  a native  of  Philadelphia,  and 
two  children,  a son  and  a daughter,  came  with  him, 
the  journey  being  undertaken  in1'  a wagon.  On 
reaching  Stroudsburg  he  was  compelled  to  place  his 
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wife  and  children  on  horseback,  as  the  road  from 
that  point  was  a mere  “cow  path”  through  the 
dense  forest.  While  bringing  his  homestead  in 
l'ike  county  under  cultivation  he  and  his  family  en- 
dured many  hardships,  and  at  one  time,  in  order  to 
secure  some  ready  money,  he  made  the  journey  to 
Philadelphia  on  foot  and  worked  for  some  months 
in  a spade  and  shovel  factory.  About  1823  he  re- 
moved to  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  cleared  another  farm  and  there  he  met  with  de- 
cided success,  being  considered  for  some  time  pre- 
vious to  his  death  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  this 
part  of  the  State.  He  took  a prominent  part  in 
local  politics,  serving  in  different' offices,  including 
those  of  supervisor  and  assessor,  which  he  held  for 
several  terms.  His  sympathies  were  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  in  the  main,  but  he  voted  for  Henry 
Clay.  In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian. 
He  died  in  i860  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  his 
wife  passing  away  about  twelve  years  later,  aged 
eighty-four,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred 
at  Zion  church,  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  Eliza,  widow  of 
John  H.  Bortree,  resides  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county;  John  (deceased)  married  Ann  Dob- 
son, who  now  resides  in  Dreher  township,  Wayne 
county;  Anetta  married  O.  K.  Harding,  a farmer 
in  Susquehanna  county ; Louis,  a resident  of  Ster- 
ling township,  Wayne  county,  married  (first) 
Katie  Heller,  and  (second)  Maria  Heller;  George 
W.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Frances  married  Thomas  Harford,  a farmer  in  Ster- 
ling township,  Wayne  county ; Richard,  a farmer  in 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  married  Caroline 
Heller;  William  (deceased)  married  Charlotte  Do- 
belle,  now  residing  at  Nobletown,  Wayne  county; 
Mary  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Gabriel  Wallrath,  of 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; Catherine  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years ; Thomas,  a twin  of  William, 
died  in  childhood. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  19,  1827,  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  during  his  boyhood  he  assisted  his  father 
iii  the  work  of  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he 
formed  a partership  with  his  brothers,  John  and 
Lewis,  and  built  a sawmill  in  the  same  township, 
where  he  followed  lumbering  for  the  next  ten  years. 
He  then  sold  his  interest  to  his  brother  Lewis  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  that  locality,  continuing  for 
fourteen  years,  when  he  disposed  of  his  farm  there 
and  purchased  his  present  homestead  in  Salem 
township,  a fine  estate  of  160  acres.  Soon  after 
his  removal  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
Hamlinton,  and  in  1883  he  took  into  partnership  his 
son  Charles  L.,  under  the  firm  name  of  G.  W . 
Simons  & Son.  He  is  a man  of  fine  intellect,  well 
informed,  with  polished  manners,  and  while  he  has 
worked  hard  he  has  not  neglected  the  social  side  of 
life.  He  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  also  to  the  F. 
& A.  M.,  being-  a member  of  Blue  Lodge  No.  330, 
at  Hamlinton,  and  of  the  Royal  Arch  at  Honesdale. 
He  is  prominently  identified  with  the  Episcopal 


Church  at  Salem,  and  in  politics  he  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican. In  1886  he  was  elected  commissioner  of 
\\  ay ne  county  for  a term  of  three  years,  and  he 
has  held  numerous  other  offices.  While  residing 
in  Sterling'  township  he  served  one  year  as  asses- 
sor ; six  years  as  school  director ; ten  years  as  poor 
master,  and  six  years  as  supervisor. 

U11  January  19,  i860,  Mr.  Simons  was  married 
at  Hamlinton  to  Miss  Emeline  Nicholason,  who 
was  born  September  24,  1839,  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  Zenas  and  Nancy 
Nicholason,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  settled  in 
this  section  in  1804.  Mrs.  Emeline  Simons  died 
January  11,  1895,  her  remains  being  laid  to  their 
final  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Hamlinton.  On  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1896,  Mr.  Simons  was  married  at  Green- 
ridge,  Penn.,  to  Mrs.  Emily  (Potter)  Leonard, 
widow  of  Alvin  Leonard.  Mr.  Simons  has  two 
sons,  both  by  his  first  marriage:  (1)  Charles  L., 

partner  in  the  firm  of  G.  W.  Simons  & Son,  is 
also  mercantile  appraiser  for  Wayne  county.  He 
married  Miss  Nancy  Williams,  and  resides  at  Ham- 
linton. (2)  Harry  M.,  who  is  in  the  insurance 
business,  married  Miss  Myra  Emory,  and  resides 
at  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Emily  Simons  was  born  September  18, 
1840,  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  a daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  and  Samantha  (Pelton)  Potter,  na- 
tives of  Connecticut,  who  settled  in  Salem  town- 
ship in  March,  1840.  Her  father  was  a successful 
farmer,  much  respected  in  the  community.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  a Republican,  and  he  and  his  fam- 
ily were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He 
died  February  23,  1862,  aged  fifty-seven;  his  wife 
passed  away  April  29,  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six,  their  remains  being  interred  in  Salem  cem- 
etery. Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  Sarah  E., 
widow  of  J.  M.  Nicholason,  died  January  7,  1899; 
Mary  G.,  born  January  5,  1837,  married  Dr.  J.  P. 
Fultz,  of  Mendota,  111.;  Emily,  wife  of  our  subject, 
is  third  in  the  order  of  birth ; Samuel,  born  March 
1,  1842,  and  Lemuel,  born  January  14,  1844,  both 
died  June  19,  1844;  Ellen  E.,  born  June  16,  1845, 
married  Elijah  B.  Smith,  a farmer  near  Hamlinton; 
Amelia,  born  May  17,  1848,  married  C.  H.  Abbey, 
a farmer  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county;  and 
Gertrude  D.,  born  August  21,  1855,  died  Decem- 
ber 11,  1864.  The  Potter  family  has  been  iden- 
tified with  Connecticut  for  several  generations,  and 
Jonathan  Potter,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Simons, 
was  a lifelong  resident  of  that  State,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  stone  mason.  He  was  born 
July  30,  1794,  and  died  April  1,  1836;  his  wife, 
Anna  (Goodrich),  was  born  July  15,  1794,  and  died 
January  1,  1838.  The  late  Alvin  Leonard,  the  first 
husband  of  Mrs.  Simons,  was  born  October  15, 
1832,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  became  a music 
teacher.  He  died  December  19,  1892,  and  his  re- 
mains now  rest  in  a cemetery  at  Carbondale,  Penn. 
Of  his  two  children,  (1)  William  L.,  born  July  25, 
1863,  married  Miss  Retta  McCombe,  and  resides 
at  Carbondale,  where  he  is  employed  as  assistant 
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yard  master  for  the  D.  & H.  Co.  (2)  Florrie  M., 
born  January  20,  1868,  married  Miss  Hannah  At- 
kinson, and  died  December  18,  1889. 

PATRICK  B.  RYAN  (deceased).  Among 
the  families  of  Ireland  who  have  settled  in  the 
northeastern  corner  of  Susquehanna  county  few, 
if  any,  deserve  greater  credit  for  their  devotion  in 
transforming  the  wilderness  into  a fertile  and  pros- 
perous region  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Ryan  was  born  in  County  Limerick,  Ire- 
land, in  December,  1810,  and  when  a young  man 
emigrated  to  America.  For  a time  he  worked  in 
New  York  and  other  States,  and  in  Oxford,  N.  Y., 
he  married  Sophia  Murray,  who  was  also  born  (in 
1815)  in  Ireland.  Soon  after  his  marriage  in  1842 
he  bought  a tract  of  fifty-seven  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Apolacon  township,  Susquehanna  county,  near 
Friendsville,  where  he  erected  a small  log  house 
and  engaged  actively  in  the  work  of  subduing  the 
forests.  Twice  he  purchased  farms  adjoining  his 
original  purchase  until  he  became  the  owner  of  a 
large  tract  of  land.  The  primitive  dwelling  gave 
place  to  the  present  substantial  frame  house.  Here 
the  hardy,  industrious  and  intelligent  emigrant  lived 
until  his  death  in  1894,  his  wife  preceding'  him  to 
the  grave  four  years.  They  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  prominent  in  re- 
ligious work.  Four  children  were  born  to  Patrick 
B.  and  Sophia  Ryan,  Mary,  the  youngest,  dying 
in  infancy. 

Francis  P.,  the  eldest,  was  born  at  Oxford, 
N.  Y.,  in  1841.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Apolacon  township,  and  in  September,  1862,  en- 
listed in  Company  H,  143rd  P.  V.  I.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  others, 
and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  Re- 
joining his  regiment,  he  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  On  January  10,  1866,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Flynn,  of  Middletown.  They  settled  in 
Friendsville,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  of 
wagon  maker  until  his  death  in  1870;  he  left  a 
widow  and  two  children,  Thomas  F.,  who  lives  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Friendsville,  and  Janies  P. 
Ryan,  a resident  of  Scranton.  (3)  Emily  M. 
(Ryan)  Flynn,  born  in  Friendsville  in  1843,  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  Apolacon.  She  then 
entered  St.  Joseph’s  Convent  in  Choconut,  and 
later  was  a student  in  the  Montrose  Normal  School. 
She  then  began  her  successful  career  as  a teacher, 
filling  the  duties  of  that  profession  for  a number  of 
terms.  She  is  a lady  of  culture,  well  fitted  for  the 
duties  of  instructor.  In  1862  she  married  Thomas 
G.  Flynn,  son  of  John  Flynn,  of  Middletown.  They 
settled  in  Friendsville,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  two  years,  then  bought  a farm, 
where  they  resided  until  his  death”  in  1866;  he  left 
a widow  with  two  children,  Francis,  who  resides 
with  his  mother  on  the  Ryan  homestead,  and  Al- 
fonso, who  died  in  childhood.  (4)  Mathew  E. 
Ryan,  born  in  1845,  received  a district-school  edu- 
cation, and  remained  at  home  with  his  parents. 


When  a very  young  man  he  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace,  which  office  he  filled  until  1876,  when 
he  was  elected  county  commissioner  of  Susque- 
hanna countv,  which  office  he  filled  with  ability 
until  his  term  expired.  He  was  a member  of  the 
first  board  of  commissioners  under  the  new  State 
constitution.  Returning  to  the  old  home  he  there 
remained  until  his  death  in  1880.  He  was  greatly 
beloved  by  his  people,  and  was  very  popular  among 
the  officials  of  the  county  as  well  as  at  home.  He 
was  always  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
which  he  served  with  devotion.  In  religion  the 
Ryan  family  were  all  devout  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  and  were  liberal  supporters  of  Church 
work  during  their  lives. 

HON.  PERRY  A.  CLARK.  A history  of 
Wayne  county  would  be  very  incomplete  and  un- 
satisfactory without  a personal  and  somewhat  ex- 
tended mention  of  those  whose  lives  are  interwoven 
closely  with  its  agricultural  and  political  interests. 
One  of  the  most  influential  and  distinguished  citi- 
zens of  Cherry  Ridge  township  is  Hon.  Perry  A. 
Clark,  who  since  reaching  man’s  estate  has  taken  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  political  affairs,  and  has 
been  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  a number 
of  importnat  official  positions. 

Mr.  Clark  is  descended  from  good  old  Revolu- 
tionary stock,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Perry 
Clark,  having  aided  the  Colonies  in  their  struggle 
for  independence  at  the  time  when  the  British  took 
New  London,  Conn.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  died  at  his  farm  homestead  in  Connecticut 
in  1828,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Of  his 
children,  two  daughters  died  in  Wayne  county,  Mrs. 
Reuben  Brown  at  Cherry  Ridge,  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
J.  Lindsey  at  Honesdale.  Two  of  his  sons  were 
soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Eben  Harris  Clark  (father  of  our  subject)  was 
born  in  1810,  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  during  a 
brief  residence  there  of  his  parents.  In  1832  he  re- 
moved to  Greenfield,  Penn.,  and  the  same  year  mar- 
ried Miss  Maria  E.  Williams,  who  was  born  near 
Jewett  City,  Conn.,  in  1810,  a daughter  of  Capt. 
Williams,  who  commanded  a vessel  and  died  at  sea. 
She  came  to  Dundaff,  Penn.,  with  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Thomas  J.  Reed.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  Eben 
H.  Clark  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to  Carbondale, 
Penn.,  where  he  made  his  home  until  September, 
1842,  and  then  came  to  Cherry  Ridge  township, 
Wayne  county,  locating  at  what  is  now  known  as 
Clark’s  Corners.  Here  he  rented  and  conducted  a 
hotel  for  a few  years,  and  then  purchased  thirty 
acres  of  land.  At  that  time  the  hotel,  or  “inn,”  as 
it  was  called  in  those  days,  was  an  important  relay 
station  on  the  old  stage  turnpike  between  Milford, 
Penn.,  and  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  Mr.  Clark  soon 
found  it  necessary  to  enlarge  his  hotel  and  property, 
adding  120  acres  to  his  first  purchase.  He  con- 
tinued in  the-  hotel  business  until  his  house  was  de- 
stroyed by  fii'e,  in  June,  1877.  He  was  a genial 
and  popular  landlord,  an  upright,  honorable  busi- 
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ness  man,  and  as  a citizen  was  held  in  high  esteem. 
He  was  well  informed  on  the  leading  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day,  was  a stalwart  Democrat  in  pol- 
itics, and  capably  tilled  several  local  offices  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  including  those  of  super- 
visor and  school  director.  His  first  wife  died  in 
1862,  and  he  afterward  married  Mrs.  Julia  Cole 
Fanning.  He  passed  away  in  1879,  and  she  sur- 
vived until  1893,  making  her  home  in  Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 

By  his  first  marriage  Eben  H.  Clark  had  the 
following  children:  Maria  jt,  born  November  17, 

1840,  wife  of  Frederick  I.  Keen,  a liveryman,  of 
Honesdale ; Perry  A.,  next  in  the  order  of  birth; 
Susan  S.,  born  August  31,  1843,  wife  of  John  S. 
End,  superintendent  of  the  Borden  Condensed  Milk 
factory  at  Brewster,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Eben  Har- 
ris, Jr.,  born  November  6,  1845,  who  was  elected 
sheriff:  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1882,  and  after 
serving  one  term  was  appointed  deputy,  in  1885  ; 
and  Emily  E.  (now  deceased),  born  July  4,  1850, 
who  married  William  F.  Sandercock,  a lumberman 
of  Honesdale. 

Perry  A.  Clark,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  was  born  in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  April  2, 
1842;  began  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
near  his  childhood  home;  later  attended  the  Normal 
school  at  Prompton,  Wayne  county,  and  the  Hones- 
dale Academy,  and  for  four  winter  terms  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching.  While  attending  school 
at  Prompton  he  was  drafted  as  a nine-months'  man 
in  the  first  State  draft,  but  being  under  age  he  did 
not  go  to  the  front.  In  the  fall  of  1864,  being 
again  drafted  for  one  year,  he  this  time  sent  a sub- 
stitute. From  his  father  he  purchased  the  old 
homestead  at  Clark’s  Corners,  and  in  1878  built 
thereon  his  present  comfortable  residence. 

On  Mav  6,  1880,  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Annie  Eliza  Cramp,  who  was  born 
in  Rye.  England,  February  25,  1843,  a daughter  of 
James  Oliver,  saddler  and  brushmaker  by  occupa- 
tion. Her  parents  died  when  she  was  young,  and 
in  1865  she  came  to  this  country,  October  2,  of 
which  year,  she  married  Rev.  Stephen  T.  Cramp, 
a Methodist  minister,  by  whom  she  had  one  child, 
Stephana,  married  in  1899  to  F.  J.  Varcoe,  a Hones- 
dale merchant.  Bv  her  marriage  with  our  subject 
she  has  one  daughter,  Amy  E.,  born  April  21,  1881, 
who  is  a graduate  of  the  Honesdale  high  school. 

The  Democratic  party  always  finds  in  Mr. 
Clark  one  of  its  stanch  supporters,  and  a most  earn- 
est advocate  of  its  principles.  For  nine  consecu- 
tive years  he  served  as  deputy  sheriff  under  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen : R.  S.  Dorin,  John  R.  Ross  and 
E.  M.  Spencer,  and  in  the  fall  of  1876  was  elected 
sheriff,  a position  he  most  creditably  filled  for  one 
term,  returning  to  his  farm  at  the  end  of  that  time. 
He  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  nearly  all  of  the 
township  offices,  and  in  1892  was  elected  associate 
judge.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has  been  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  County  Committee.  In  the 
fall  of  1896  he  was  again  nominated  for  judge,  but 


was  defeated  by  300,  while  McKinley  carried  the 
county  by  1,300,  which  facts  show  the  Judge’s  pop- 
ularity. He  has  been,  since  the  date  of  its  charter, 
which  was  obtained  largely  through  his  influence, 
secretary  of  the  Wayne  County  Farmers  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Co.,  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
successful  local  institutions,  of  which  Paul  Swingle 
is  president ; H.  C.  Jackson,  vice-president;  and 
John  H.  Ames,  treasurer.  He  is  an  honored  and 
prominent  member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Lodge  No. 
218,  of  Honesdale,  of  which  he  is  past  master. 

The  Clark  farm  homestead  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  places  of  the  locality.  Mr.  Clark’s  pleas- 
ant town  residence  in  Honesdale  is  neat,  and  taste- 
fully furnished,  containing  an  elegant  library,  and 
in  this  delightful  home  the  family  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  entertaining  their  many  friends.  Both  Mrs. 
Clark  and  her  daughter  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

JASPER  T.  JENNINGS.  The  Jennings  fam- 
ily has  been  identified  with  this  section  from  pioneer 
times,  and  its  members  have  been  noted  for  their 
thrift,  intelligence,  and  public  spirit. 

David  B.  Jennings,  the  grandfather  of  this  well- 
known  resident  of  New  Milford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1785, 
and  his  wife,  Lydia  (Dehart),  was  the  daughter 
of  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Paumkney,  near  Pater- 
son, New  Jersey.  They  came  to  New  Milford 
about  1816,  to  commence  the  trials  and  duties  of  life 
in  a new  and  comparatively  wild  country.  The  rail- 
road had  scarcely  been  thought  of  at  that  time,  and 
the  well-known  old  Newburg  turnpike  was  thronged 
with  travelers  and  passengers  on  their  way  to  the 
lake  country  of  Central  and  Western  New  York, 
then  known  as  the  “Great  West.”  Mr.  Jennings 
and  his  wife  stopped  at  the  “Mott  Tavern,”  on  the 
high  hill  about  two  miles  south  of  the  present  bor- 
ough of  New  Milford,  and  so  well  pleased  were 
they  with  the  prospect  for  settlers  in  this  vicinity 
that  they  located  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  near  the 
present  residence  of  A.  C.  Barrett,  then  known  as 
the  Captain  Leach  place,  and  later  as  the  Meylert 
farm.  Mr.  Jennings  afterward  purchased  what  was 
in  later  days  known  as  the  Lloyd  farm ; and  built 
his  first  log  cabin  near  the  creek,  some  distance 
above  the  present  school  house  at  the  Barrett  cor- 
ners. After  living  in  this  “primitive”  shelter  a 
few  years,  during  which  some  of  their  older  children 
were  born,  they  built  another  cabin  on  the  road 
from  Leach  Corners  to  the  Vermont  Settlement,  in 
Jackson.  This  place  is  at  present  owned  by  D.  W. 
Shay.  In  the  fall  of  1828  he  purchased  a piece  of 
wild  land  in  what  was  then  known  as  the  “East 
Woods,”  some  two  miles  to  the  eastward,  in  the 
same  township,  and  built  a log  house  near  one  of 
the  best  springs  in  this  section,  intending  to  make 
his  permanent  home  there.  Hemmed  in  by  the 
mighty  forests,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  he 
struggled  with  all  the  inconveniences  and  privations 
incident  to  frontier  life,  which  only  those  whose 
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memory  goes  back  to  pioneer  days  can  realize.  Bears 
and  panthers  were  often  seen  in  those  days,  deer 
were  plenty, and  wolves  often  made  the  night  hideous 
with  their  unearthly  howling.  The  clearing  was 
thickly  dotted  with  charred  stumps,  and  fenced  with 
the  blackened  logs.  Large  quantities  of  maple  sugar 
were  made  in  primitive  style,  and  on  one  occasion 
Mrs.  Jennings  and  one  or  two  of  her  children  were 
driven  from  the  sugar  camp  by  wolves.  Raccoons 
and  bears  came  into  cornfields  in  the  night  time 
and  destroyed  much  of  the  crop,  so  that  it  became 
necessary  to  set  traps  for  them  and  build  fires  around 
the  borders  and  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  frighten 
them  away.  Mr.  Jennings  was  something  of  a 
doctor,  in  his  day,  and  was  often  away  from  home. 
He  died  in  August,  1848,  and  was  buried  in  the 
New  Milford  cemetery;  his  wife  died  in  April,  1875, 
aged  eighty-one  years.  Their  children  were  : Charles, 
George,  Lancaster,  Rachel,  David,  Lydia,  Alary, 
Eunice,  Lucy,  John  and  Sarah. 

Charles  and  George  early  went  west  to  seek 
their  fortunes  in  the  frontier  region,  now  the  flour- 
ishing Sate  of  Illinois.  Charles  first  located  on  an 
eighty-acre  tract,  near  where  the  great  Central  de- 
pot now  stands,  in  the  busy  city  of  Chicago.  There 
were  but  twelve  log  houses  then  where  the  city  now 
is,  and  after  staying  there  a few  months  he  be- 
came discouraged  and  left  the  place  to  seek  another 
location  in  Iowa,  where  he  spent  his  days  on  a farm. 
He  had  three  or  four  daughters,  one  of  whom  was 
burned  to  death  while  burning  a pile  of  weeds. 
The  others  married  and  located  in  other  States. 
George  located  in  Kane  county,  111.,  and  passed 
his  life  on  a farm.  One  of  his  sons  was  bitten 
by  a mad  dog,  and  died  from  hydrophobia. 
One  of  his  daughters  married  a man  by  the  name 
of  Abbey,  and  located  in  Wisconsin.  Edith  Jen- 
nings, youngest  daughter  of  George  and  Rebecca 
Jennings,  is  a music  teacher,  at  present  located 
in  Viroqua,  Wis.  Both  Charles  and  George  and 
also  their  wives  have  been  dead  many  years.  3. 
Lancaster,  our  subject’s  father,  is  mentioned  be- 
low. 4.  Rachel  Jennings,  the  oldest  representative 
of  the  Jennings  family  now  living,  was  born  in 
March,  1822,  and  continues  to  reside  in  the  town- 
ship. She  was  a tailoress,  and  never  married. 

5.  David  Jennings,  the  only  surviving  son  of 
David  B.  Jennings,  resides  on  the  old  Jennings 
homestead,  near  the  fine  spring  where  the  original 
clearing  was  first  made.  He  was  born  April  18, 
1826.  He  lived  with  his  father  and  mother,  caring 
for  them  in  their  old  age,  and  making  a home  for 
his  unmarried  sisters,  who  also  helped  about  the 
housework,  he  being  unmarried.  In  September, 
1869,  David  married  Miss  Sarah  West,  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Ah  They  had  four  children : Arthur, 
born  July  18,  1871,  farmer;  Nettie,  born  November, 
1S73,  died  of  malignant  scarlet  fever,  April,  1875 ; 
buried  in  the  New  Milford  cemetery;  Frank,  born 
December,  1876,  farmer,  married  Miss  Blanche 
Bennett,  September,  1897,  and  has  one  child,  Lena 
Ruth;  and  Herbert,  born  July  31,  1881,  working 


with  his  father  on  the  farm.  His  wife,  Sarah 
(West)  Jennings,  died  May,  1884.  His  eldest  sis- 
ter, Rachel,  kept  house  for  him  awhile,  and  then, 
after  renting  his  farm  for  two  years,  he  married 
Airs.  Louisa  Afurray,  of  Binghamton,  for  his  sec- 
ond wife.  He  had  a bluestone  quarry  on  his 
farm. 

6.  Lydia  married  John  C.  Dana,  a farmer,  and 
now  resides  near  Deposit,  N.  Y.  They  commenced 
housekeeping  in  New  Milford  township,  where  they 
passed  many  years ; and  where  most  of  their  chil- 
dren were  born,  Air.  Dana  working  much  of  the  time 
in  the  sawmill  and  lumber  woods.  Their  children 
were : George,  who  married  a Aliss  Campbell,  and 
is  at  present  engaged  in  farming  in  Sanford,  N.  Y. ; 
Ezra,  now  deceased;  Jane,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Nathan  Z.  Sutton,  farmer  and  stone  quarryman,  of 
New  Afilford  township,  and  who  also  has  two  chil- 
dren ; Luella,  wife  of  Lewis  Squires,  farmer,  of 
New  Milford,  and  who  has  one  daughter,  Emogene ; 
Ella,  who  married  Dr.  Porter,  a newspaper  and  lit- 
erary man  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y. ; Emma,  a fine  scholar 
and  successful  teacher,  and  John,  a farm  laborer,  de- 
ceased. 

7.  Alary  became  the  second  wife  of  George 
W.  Lewis,  a farmer,  of  New  Milford.  She  had 
learned  the  weaver’s  trade,  and  used  to  do  much 
weaving.  Afachinery  was  not  so  extensively  used 
then  as  now,  and  a large  portion  of  the  clothing 
worn  was  home-made,  the  raw  material  being  grown 
on  the  farm,  and  its  manufacture  furnishing  em- 
ployment for  young  and  old.  The  children  of  Mary 
and  George  Lewis  were  Charles  E.  and  Joseph  H., 
both  grown  up  and  residing  in  the  township.  Alary 
died  suddenly  from  heart  disease,  and  is  buried  in 
the  New  Milford  cemetery.  The  husband,  who  sur- 
vived her  some  years,  married  again,  but  is  now 
also  dead. 

8.  Eunice  became  the  wife  of  Alonzo  J.  Al- 
bright, who  purchased  a farm  in  New  Afilford  town- 
ship, on  the  road  leading  from  Summerville  to  Sus- 
quehanna, where  they  resided  for  a short  time,  when 
he  entered  the  army  as  a volunteer  in  the  Civil  war. 
They  finally  went  west,  where  they  located  on  a farm 
at  Summit  City,  Grand  Traverse  Co.,  Afich. 
Their  children  were:  Emma,  Afyrtie  and  Clarence, 
all  of  whom  are  dead. 

9.  Lucy  never  married.  She  worked  at  house- 
keeping for  Judge  Burrows  several  years,  and 
died  in  the  spring  of  1870,  her  remains  being  bur- 
ied in  the  New  Milford  cemetery. 

10.  John  married  Miss  Lois  Tinker,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Tinker,  of  New  Afilford  township, 
and  purchased  a farm  on  the  East  Lake  road,  where 
he  settled  permanently.  Their  children  were : Wil- 
son, now  dead ; Fannie,  who  became  the  wife  of 
William  Stewart,  a farmer  of  the  same  township ; 
Alary,  unmarried,  living  with  her  mother  and  broth- 
er on  the  farm ; and  Homer,  also  unmarried,  who 
has  charge  of  the  farm.  John  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  con- 
scientious and  straightforward  in  all  his  dealings. 
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He  died  from  cancer  of  the  stomacn,  at  about  the 
age  of  forty-eight. 

ii.  Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Frank  T.  Well- 
man, a farmer,  of  the  same  township,  living  near 
the  well-known  ‘“Wellman  pond.”  1 heir  children 
are  Minnie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  'hook- 
er, of  New  Milford  township,  but  originally  from 
Orange  countv,  N.  Y.,  laborer  and  miner,  and  had 
one  daughter,  Jessie,  who  died  in  her  third  year; 
Lillie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Egbert  Tooker,  broth- 
er of  Samuel,  farmer,  living  near  Salamanca,,  N.  Y. ; 
and  has  three  children,  Nellie,  Edward  and  Frank; 
Lia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Judson  Allen,  farmer, 
residing  in  the  same  township,  and  who  has  one 
child,  Jennie;  Nellie,  who  became  the  wife  of  U. 
Grant  Anderson,  stone  cutter,  of  Lakeside,  in  New 
Milford  township,  and  has  two  children,  Ira  and 
Iva ; Burt,  unmarried,  at  present  living  with  his 
father  and  helping  on  the  farm ; and  Carrie,  un- 
married, living  with  her  parents.  The  annual  gath- 
erings of  the  Jennings  family  are  held  on  the  third 
Wednesday  in  August. 

Lancaster  Jennings,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  March  13,  1821  ; and  on  coming  of  age  he 
purchased  a lot  of  wild  land  adjoining  his  father’s 
farm  on  the  east,  and,  with  his  axe  as  his  only  capi- 
tal, proceeded  to  make  a clearing.  He  had  a natural 
talent  for  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  at  once  proceeded 
to  hew  out  great  sticks  of  beech  timber,  larger  than 
we  would  now  thing  of  using  for  a sawmill,  and 
■erected  for  himself  a rude  but  substantial  frame 
house,  with  a great  rough  stone  fire  place  and  chim- 
ney at  the  end.  A part  of  this  house  is  still  standing, 
and  is  used  as  a barn.  His  services  were  soon  in 
great  demand  to  lay  out  frame  barns  and  houses ; and 
he  helped  to  construct  scores  of  buildings  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  township  and  New  Milford  borough. 
For  nearly  three  years  he  lived  alone,  hiring  his 
bread  baked,  and  working  at  clearing  his  land  when 
not  engaged  elsewhere.  He  was  strong  and  healthy, 
and  often  used  to  work  all  night  burning  log-heaps 
in  the  fallow,  working  all  the  next  day  as  usual, 
perhaps  going  miles  away  to  do  a day’s  work,  and 
if  a number  of  the  young  settlers  proposed  to  go  on 
a cooning  expedition  the  next  night,  he  was  ready 
to  go  with  them.  He  at  one  time  worked  five  days 
•and  five  nights  in  succession,  in  the  old  Belknap 
sawmill,  which  then  stood  on  the  creek  about  a mile 
south  of  the  borough  of  New  Milford.  On  March 
9,  1845,  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Richardson, 
eldest  daughter  of  Francis  and  Eliza  (Tennant) 
Richardson,  one  of  the  early  families  of  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  Her  father  orig- 
inally came  from  Massachusetts,  and  was  a relative 
of  the  other  Richardson  families  so  well  known  in 
the  early  history  of  Harford.  They  at  once  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  their  primitive  home.  They 
raised  their  own  grain,  and  flax,  and  wool,  and 
manufactured  it,  and  all  their  clothing  was  home- 
made. In  this  way  they  struggled  along,  saving 
a little  each  year  to  pay  on  their  land,  and  eventually 
the  debt  was  cancelled,  and  the  farm  was  theirs. 


In  1856  he  built  the  present  dwelling  house,  and 
at  other  times  the  barns,  sheds,  and  other  buildings, 
doing  nearly  all  the  work  himself.  He  was  drafted 
during  the  Civil  war,  but  the  great  struggle  closed 
before  he  was  called  into  service,  so  he  did  not  go. 
For  many  years  his  wife  was  much  broken  down  in 
health,  and  on  July  2,  1892,  she  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  He  died  January  21,  1895,  aged 
nearly  seventy-four  years,  and  was  buried  in  the 
New  Milford  cemetery.  Of  their  seven  children 
our  subject  was  the  eldest;  (2)  Olive,  born  Novem- 
ber 30,  1848,  married  William  H.  Williams,  farmer, 
of  New  Milford  township,  June  12,  1866.  He  died 
of  typhoid  pneumonia,  March  9,  1869,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Williams  burying  ground,  but  a few 
rods  from  his  own  dwelling.  They  had  no  children. 
On  June  12,  1870,  Olive,  for  her  second  husband, 
married  Elmiron  F.  Tanner,  and  resides  on  an  ad- 
joining farm  to  her  brother’s.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren, Brown  (deceased),  Burton  E.,  and  Ella.  (3) 
William,  born  October  28,  1853,  farmer,  married 
for  his  first  wife,  Miss  Mary  E.  Titus,  of  Lenox 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  March  22,  1874. 
She  died  March  5,  1875;  they  had  no  children;  he 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss  Anna  Waldo, 
daughter  of  Anson  Waldo,  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship, and  after  continuing  the  business  of  farming 
a short  time,  removed  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  worked  for  a number  of  years  at  cigar  making. 
He  built  a gristmill  there,  which  he  sold,  and  re- 
turning to  New  Milford,  purchased  the  Enoch 
Smith  farm,  adjoining  that  of  his  brother  and  sister, 
some  three  miles  east  of  New  Milford,  on  the  Jack- 
son  road ; they  have  no  children. 

(4)  Ida,  born  June  18,  1858,  married  Hiram 
Titus,  farmer,  of  Lenox  township,  April  27,  1873. 
He  died  May  19,  1885.  She  continued  to  reside 
on  the  farm  in  Lenox.  She  has  two  sons,  Nelson 
and  William.  (5)  Judson,  born  May  9,  1865,  died 
May  22,  1865 ; buried  in  the  Williams  cemetery. 
(6)  Amber,  born  October  22,  1866,  married  Edgar 
L.  Mathews,  carpenter,  and  resides  in  Corning,  N. 
Y.  They  have  two  children,  Eliza  and  Neal.  (7) 
Albert,  born  November  15,  1868,  married  Miss  Bes- 
sie Hutchings,  May  30,  1888.  They  reside  in 
Corning,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  employment  in  the 
railroad  shops.  They  have  two  children,  Beatrice 
and  Frederick. 

Jasper  T.  Jennings  was  born  February  8,  1846, 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies.  As  the  son 
of  a busy  farmer  his  time  was  filled  with  hard  work 
in  his  youth,  and  his  fondness  for  bo  he,  which  was 
shown  at  an  early  age,  could  only  be  gratified  by 
earnest  effort,  and  extra  work  at  night  and  on 
stormy  days.  He  made  a resolution  never  to  use 
tobacco  or  liquor  in  any  form,  and  to  lay  by  a cer- 
tain sum  for  the  semi-annual  purchase  of  books ; 
and  this  rule  strictly  followed  through  life  has  re- 
sulted in  a library  of  more  than  1,000  volumes.  So 
well  did  he  improve  his  meagre  educational  oppor- 
tunities that  he  became  qualified  to  teach,  and  six  suc- 
cessive winters  were  spent  in  this  work,  the  vaca- 
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tions  being  devoted  to  farming  at  the  homestead. 
(Jn  March  31,  1867,  he  married  Miss  Ella  Louisa 
Rynearson,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Sarah  (Titus) 
Rynearson,  formerly  of  Lenox,  lie  built  a new 
house  on  the  homestead,  and  for  twenty-eight  years 
he  operated  the  farm  with  his  father,  sharing  the 
expenses  and  proceeds,  but  later  he  bought  the 
place,  including  the  stock  and  tools.  As  the  father 
was  left  alone  after  the  mother's  death,  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  the  old  home  in  the  spring  of  1893, 
and  still  continues  to  reside  there.  His  time  is 
largely  given  to  the  active  management  of  the  farm, 
dairying  being  a specialty.  Socially  the  family  is 
prominent,  and  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  In  his  younger 
davs  he  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday-school, 
serving  for  years  as  superintendent  and  teacher  of 
the  Bible  class. 

Mr.  Jennings  holds  the  pen  of  a ready  writer 
and  early  acquired  a high  reputation  by  his  stories, 
essays,  and  educational  articles.  I11  the  spring  of 
1874  he  became  a regular  contributor  for  the  Grow- 
ing World,  published  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J. ; “Won- 
ders of  Nature,  Science,  and  Art,”  a series  of  scien- 
tific papers,  appeared  in  37  consecutive  numbers 
and  scores  of  others  followed.  Later  two  series 
of  original  papers  on  scientific  subjects  appeared 
in  “Ballous  Magazine,”  of  Boston,  Mass.;  "Stories 
of  the  Early  Settlers”  appeared  in  the  Home  Com- 
panion of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  “Triumphs  of  Science” 
was  published  in  the  Young  Folks  Rural,  of  Chica- 
go, 111.  Other  productions  have  appeared  in  the 
Oriental  Casket,  Munyons,  Illustrated  World,  Gold- 
en Days,  Saturday  Night,  Family  Favorite,  the 
Mechanical  News,  the  Popular  Monthly,  and  many 
others,  beside  much  original  matter  for  the  different 
local  publications  of  the  county.  He  prepared  a 
“Geography  and  History  of  Susquehanna  County” 
in  catechetical  form,  designed  for  a local  school  book, 
comprising  over  1,400  questions  and  answers.  It 
was  published  in  the  New  Milford  Advertiser  in 
1897,  and  his  “Pennsylvania  Geography  and  History” 
on  the  same  plan  appeared  in  the  National  Educator, 
in  1898  and  1899.  He  prepared  the  chapters  on 
New  Milford  township  and  borough  and  part  of  the 
chapter  on  Geology,  and  Zoology,  etc.,  for  Peck's 
“Centenial  History  of  Susquehanna  County.”  Many 
serial  sketches  by  him  on  local  history  have  appeared 
at  different  times  in  the  leading  newspapers  of  the 
county,  and  are  well  known  to  home  readers.  He 
has  been  principal  reporter  from  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty for  the  national  Department  of  Agriculture  since 
1880,  and  also  reporter  for  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture.  He  has  served  on  the  election  board 
at  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  elections  since  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  has  been  elected  town 
clerk  for  ten  or  a dozen  different  terms.  In  1888  he 
received  the  unanimous  nomination  of  the  Democrat- 
ic party  for  representative,  and  made  a good  run ; 
but  the  party  being  very  much  in  the  minority, 
they  could  not  hope  to  elect.  He  also  received,  later, 
the  nomination  for  county  treasurer,  with  the  same 


conditions  and  results.  He  is  now  numbered  among, 
the  State  Lecturers  for  Farmers’  Institutes. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings  have  three  children, 
all  of  whom  are  married : ( 1 ) Lulu,  born  February 
2,  1873,  was  married  June  16,  1889,  to  James  H. 
Williams,  a general  farmer  and  stone  quarry  man,, 
residing  in  the  same  township,  only  a short  distance 
from  our  subject's  home.  They  have  four  children, 
as  follows:  Verne  May,  born  June  9,  1890;  Nellie 
Hazel,  born  May  1,  1894;  Clare  E.,  born  August 
10,  1896,  and  Glen,  born  September  5,  1898.  (2) 
Riley  R.,  born  July  12,  1874,  was  married  June  12, 
1895,  to  Miss  Fannie  Hannah,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander and  Caroline  (Williams)  Hannah,  of  New 
Milford  township.  They  have  one  child,  Ross  How- 
ard, born  October  27,  1897.  Riley  lives  in  the  house 
where  his  father  and  mother  commenced  housekeep- 
ing, and  works  with  his  father  on  the  farm.  (3) 
Sidney,  born  February  27,  1876,  was  married  March 
31,  1898,  to  Miss  Angie  Crandall,  daughter  of  James 
and  Emma  . (King)  Crandall,  of  Jackson  township, 
where  they  now  reside.  Mr.  Jennings  has  always, 
taken  much  interest  in  agricultural  matters,  and 
has  given  his  voice  and  pen  to  the  advocating  of 
reform  principles — socially,  morally  and  politically. 
His  inmost  desire  is  to  see  a better  condition  for  the 
American  farmer,  and  the  elevation  and  advancement 
of  humanity  in  general ; a higher  grade  of  states- 
manship in  our  home  and  national  affairs,  and  a 
better  and  purer  standard  of  citizenship. 

RYNEARSON  FAMILY.  Isaac  Rynearson 
is  said  to  have  been  the  first  settler  in  the  present 
limits  of  Lenox  township ; and  from  him  all  of  the 
name  in  that  section  are  descended. 

More  than  a century  ago  he  set  out,  it  is 
thought,  from  New  Jersey,  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
this  then  wide  extended  wilderness ; and  at  Nichol- 
son, then  called  Thornbottom,  he  came  to  the  last 
settlement  on  the  extreme  border.  He  was  told 
that  there  was  a primitive  settlement  at  New  Mil- 
ford; and  another  in  Harford,  then  recently  founded 
by  the  famous  Nine  Partners;  but  that  they  were 
many  miles  away,  with  not  even  a marked  tree  to 
guide  him.  But  he  was  a man  not  easily  daunted; 
and  getting  bearings,  or  directions,  of  these  places, 
as  nearly  as  he  could,  he  set  out  with  his  gun,  a 
small  pack  of  provisions,  and  a rude  cane,  cut  from 
a willow  sprout  near  his  starting  place.  He  came 
up  the  Tunkhannock  creek,  then  thickly  overshad- 
owed all  the  way  by  the  sombre  forest.  He  had 
thought  that  he  would  reach  the  distant  settlements 
by  nightfall ; but  the  way  was  tedious,  and  his 
progress  slow,  and  he  became  somewhat  bewildered, 
fearing  that  he  was  lost,  when  at  length  the  shad- 
ows of  night  crept  over  the  great  woods,  and  he 
could  proceed  no  farther  with  safety.  He  had 
reached  the  spot  now  known  as  “Camerons  Cor- 
ners,” a short  distance  below  the  junction  of  the 
Harford  and  Tunkhannock  creeks;  and  here,  at 
the  base  of  a large  spreading  tree,  with  one  of  the 
great  roots  and  part  of  his  bundle  for  a pillow,  he 
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passed  the  night  in  the  forest.  Bears,  wolves,  and 
panthers  roamed  through  the  wilderness  in  large 
numbers  in  those  days,'  but  they  did  not  molest 
him,  and  in  the  morning  he  was  so  well  pleased  with 
the  place  that  he  resolved  to  locate  there.  The  wil- 
low cane  he  had  cut  when  he  left  Thornbottonp  he 
stuck  in  the  alluvial  ground  where  he  laid 

down  to  rest  and  there  he  let  it  remain. 

In  a few  days  green  buds  put  forth,  and  it  took 

root  and  grew ; and  a century  later  it  was  a 

mighty  tree,  standing  in  silent  majesty,  to  mark 
the  spot  where  the  sturdy  old  frontiersman  first 
pillowed  his  weary  head  in  the  depths  of  the  wilder- 
ness. it  has  lately  been  cut  down ; but  its  location 
is  marked,  approximately,  by  the  present  iron 
bridge.  The  pioneer  constructed  a rude  cabin,  only 
the  nearest  apology  for  a shelter,  from  the  driving 
storm,  and  wild  beasts ; and  here,  regardless  alike 
of  the  howling  of  wolves  and  hooting  of  owls,  he 
toiled  by  day  and  slept  by  night,  undaunted  and  un- 
moved, to  clear  a farm.  His  family  soon  joined 
him,  and  the  ring  of  the  axe,  and  wreaths  of  smoke 
■curling  above  the  tree-tops,  gave  indication  of  the 
home  of  the  pioneer.  The  ever-ponderous  old  stone 
chimney  was  built,  rough  and  uneven,  and  chinked 
with  clay,  and  the  great  old-fashioned  stone  fire- 
place, erected  with  andirons  of  stone,  where  the 
"bright  fire  set  forth  its  cheerful  glow,  as  it  danced 
.and  roared  up  the  huge  chimney.  In  after  years, 
when  the  Milford  and  Owego  turnpike  was  built, 
crossed  at  this  place  by  another  great  line  of  travel, 
Air.  Rvnearson  built  a large  and  commodious  pub- 
lic house  at  this  spot,  and  the  “Rynearson  Tavern” 
became  as  a noted  stopping  place  for  drovers  and 
travelers.  The  railroad  was  unknown  in  this  sec- 
tion then,  and  the  old  house  was  nightly  filled  from 
the  passing  throng.  He  had  a very  large  family  of 
children,  some  of  whom  settled  on  the  land  he 
had  purchased,  said  to  have  been  a square  mile  in 
extent.  He  now  sleeps  in  the  little  Rynearson 
burying  ground,  in  the  farm  lot  near  where  his 
first  clearing  was  made.  Some  of  his  sons  early 
went  to  Michigan,  and  others  went  to  different 
parts  of  the  country : and  all  traces  of  the  greater 
portion  have  been  lost.  In  later  days  the  old  hotel 
became  known  as  the  “Wade  Tavern  ; but  finally 
passed  away  with  the  change  of  travel  and  drovers’ 
business,  and  the  once  busy  spot  has  changed  its 
name  to  “Camerons  Corners.” 

Aaron  Rvnearson,  son  of  Isaac,  located  at  a 
very  early  day  in  W est  Lenox  township,  a short  dis- 
tance below  the  present  homestead  of  W illam  Pratt, 
on  the  road  now  leading  from  the  “Tower  Church 
to  Hopbottom.  Like  his  father,  he  commenced  by 
building  a log  house  and  carving  out  a home  from 
the  virgin  forest,  although  when  he  began  there 
were  several  clearings  at  no  great  distance  away. 
His  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Amy  Harding.  Their 
•children  were:  Isaac,  Lydia,  Israel,  Catherine, 
Hannah  and  Clarissa. 

I.  Isaac  married  Eliza  Felton.  She  has  been 
dead  many  years,  and  he,  an  old  man,  lives  with  his 


son.  They  had  two  children,  Arthur,  a farmer,  who 
married  Miss  Hattie  Gow,  and  resides  in  Harford, 
and  Agnes,  who  became  the  wife  of  William 
Glaze,  of  Scranton. 

II.  Lydia  married  Edward  Gardner,  a farm- 
er near  Loomis  Lake,  in  Lenox,  who  has  been  dead 
many  years.  Their  children  are : ( I ) Barney,  a 
farmer  living  also  near  Loomis  Lake,  who  married 
Miss  Helen  Manning,  and  has  children.  (2)  Will- 
iam, married  and  resides  in  Pittston,  Penn.  (3) 
Francell ia,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead  with 
her  aged  mother,  and  (4)  Orange,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  Hopbottom,  Penn.,  some  two  miles 
distant.  Mrs.  Ldyia  Gardner,  or  “Aunt  Lydia,”  as 
she  is  familiarly  called,  is  a fine  old  lady,  between 
eighty  and  ninety  years  of  age,  who  still  has  a re- 
tentive memory  of  pioneer  days,  and  well  preserved 
mental  faculties.  She  has  long  been  a faithful 
member  of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church  at  Loomis 
Lake. 

III.  Israel  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life 

in  Lenox  township,  though  he  resided  a year  or 
two  in  Eaton  township,  Wyoming  county,  and  a 
couple  of  years  in  New  Milford.  He  was  born  in 
W.  Lenox,  .September  6,  1826,  was  married  Janu- 
ary 1,  1852,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Titus),  daughter 
of  Noah  Titus,  of  Lenox,  was  born  April  23,  1828. 
Their  children  are  Ella,  Asahel,  Andrew,  Elmer, 
Hattie  and  Earl ; all  of  whom, at  this  date  ( 1900)  are 
living:  (1)  Ella,  born  January  1,  1853,  married 

Jasper  T.  Jennings  of  New  Milford,  and  had  three 
children,  Lulu,  Rilev  and  Sidney.  (2)  Asahel,  born 
January  13,  1857,  married  Miss  Sarah  Warner,  of 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where  they  now  reside 
upon  a farm.  (3)  Andrew,  the  only  representative 
of  Israel’s  branch  of  the  family  now  residing  in 
Lenox,  married  Hattie  D.  Whiting,  daughter  of 
John  L.  Whiting,  of  W.  Lenox,  and  resides  about 
two  miles  east  of  Hopbottom.  They  have  three 
children, Merl,  Ina  and  Lee.  (4)  Elmer,  born  in  July 
1862,  went  west  and  married  Miss  Mary  Stout  of 
Illinois.  He  located  in  Dixon,  111.,  where  he  is  em- 
plovecl  in  a large  shoe  factory.  He  has  two  chil- 
dren, Glenn,  and  Earl.  (5)  Hattie,  born  October 
6.  1864,  was  married  Februarv  16,  1898,  to  Edson 
West,  a farmer  at  Snedekerville,  Bradford  Co., 
Penn.  (6)  Earl,  born  in  1872,  is  at  present  living 
in  Bradford  county,  and  is  unmarried.  On  August 
8,  1876,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Titus)  Rynearson  died  of 
consumption,  and  was  buried  in  the  Lenox  Ceme- 
tery, near  the  “Tower  Church.”  Israel  Rynearson 
was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  as  member  of  Com- 
pany B,  177th  Penn.  Reg.,  and  was  a pensioner  well 
known  to  most  of  the  old  soldiers  of  Susquehanna 
county.  He  died  August  29,  1894.  and  was  buried 
beside  his  wife.  He  possessed  a jovial,  good  na- 
turecl  turn  of  mind,  and  no  one  enjoyed  telling 
a good  story  or  reminiscence  better  than  he.  He 
worked  at  one  time  in  the  well-known  old  black- 
smith shop  of  Charles  Conrad,  in  Glenwood,  and  as- 
sisted in  turning  out  the  great  contracts  of  mule 
shoes  for  western  mail  routes,  which  were  manu- 
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factured  there.  The  Grows  were  rising  in  influence 
and  prominence  at  that  time,  and  the  “Glenwood 
Hotel,”  kept  by  A.  F.  Snover,  and  the  old  Eaton 
tannery  at  upper  Glenwood,  sawmills,  etc.,  were 
booming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Israel  Rynearson  were 
both  members  of  the  well-remembered  Lenox 
Library,  where  in  the  years  gone  by  many  a pleas- 
ant evening  was  passed  with  friends  and  neighbors 
making  sunny  spots  in  the  memory,  never  to  be  re- 
gretted or  forgotten. 

IV.  Catherine,  the  next  in  the  order  of 
Aaron’s  branch  of  the  Rynearson  family,  became 
the  wife  of  Thomas  McDurfee,  of  Carbondale, 
Penn.,  where  he  is  employed  in  the  railroad  shops. 
They  have  two  children,  Nellie,  who  is  married,  and 
Burton,  who  conducts  a barber  shop  in  Carbondale. 

V.  Hannah  became  the  wife  of  Albert  Rosen- 
crants,  of  Tunkhannock,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.  Her 
husband  has  long  been  dead,  and  she  has  no  chil- 
dren living;  but  she  continues  to  reside  in  her  old 
home. 

VI.  Clarissa,  the  youngest  of  Aaron  Rynear- 
son’s  family,  become  the  wife  of  Frank  Griggs,  and 
located  in  Susquehanna,  where  Mr.  Griggs  found 
permanent  employment  in  the  Erie  machine  shops. 
She  has  been  dead  many  years.  Their  daughter 
Jennie,  married  a Mr.  Shew,  and  also  resides  in 
Susquehanna. 

CHARLES  WEBSTER  HAKES,  M.  D.,  a 
prominent  and  successful  physician  of  New  Mil- 
ford, Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Harpers- 
ville,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  February  28.  1858,  and 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  the  Engilsh  nobility,  on 
whose  shield  or  coat  of  arms,  well  known  and  quar- 
tered before  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  were  three 
hake  fishes.  The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to 
America  was  Solomon  Hakes,  who  was  born  in 
England  in  1688,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  settled  in 
Rhode  Island  in  1709.  He  married  Anna  Billings, 
and  from  this  worthy  couple  our  subject  descended. 

George  Washington  Hakes,  the  Doctor’s  fa- 
ther, was  born  in  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1831, 
and  is  now  living  in  Binghamton,  that  State.  He 
is  a mechanic,  and  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war. 
His  father,  Samuel  B.  Hakes,  was  born  in  Wind- 
sor, Mass.,  in  1811,  a son  of  George  Washington 
Hakes  and  grandson  of  Solomon  Hakes,  who  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  it  was  while 
George  Washington  was  his  guest  that  he  named 
his  infant  son  for  the  great  general.  Dr.  Hakes’ 
mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jane  Bishop.  In 
the  family  were  two  children,  the  younger  being 
Willard  Hakes,  a resident  of  Binghamton,  New 
York. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  the  Doctor  was 
provided  with  excellent  school  privileges,  and  com- 
pleted his  literary  education  at  the  Rochester  (N. 
Y.)  University.  Later  he  entered  the  medical  col- 
lege at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  there- 
from in  1888.  The  same  year  he  opened  an  office 
in  New  Milford,  Penn.,  but  subsequently  spent  one 


year  in  Champaign,  111.,  and  about  two  years  in 
New  York  State.  He  then  returned  to  New  Mil- 
ford, and  is  now  at  the  head  of  a large  and  paying 
practice,  having  met  with  excellent  success,  finan- 
cially as  well  as  professionally.  On  April  2,  1883, 
Dr.  Hakes  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie 
A.  Sanders,  who  died  in  1891,  leaving  two  sons: 
Charles  H.  and  Lynn  M.  For  his  second  wife  he 
married  Miss  Lillian  G.  Risley,  a lady  of  culture 
and  refinement,  and  a daughter  of  A.  C.  Risley,  of 
New  Milford. 

Religiously  the  Doctor  is  an  Episcopalian. 
Upright,  reliable  and  honorable,  his  strict  adher- 
ence to  principle  commands  the  respect  of  all.  The 
place  he  has  won  in  the  medical  profession  is  ac- 
corded him  in  recognition  of  his  skill  and  ability,, 
and  the  place  he  occupies  in  the  social  world  is  a 
tribute  to  that  genuine  worth  and  true  nobleness  of 
character  which  are  universally  recognized  and 
honored. 

JEROME  A.  UNDERWOOD,  the  well-known 
and  popular  postmaster  of  Lake  Como,  Wayne 
county,  is  an  important  factor  in  business  circles, 
and  his  popularity  is  well  deserved,  as  in  him  are 
embraced  the  characteristics  of  an  unbending  integ- 
rity, unabated  energy  and  industry  that  never  flags. 
He  is  successfully  engaged  in  both  general  mer- 
chandising and  milling  in  the  village,  and  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen  is  thoroughly  interested  in 
whatever  tends  to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual 
and  material  welfare  of  the  community. 

Lewis  A.  Underwood,  father  of  our  subject, 
and  son  of  Daniel  Underwood,  an  honored  pioneer 
of  Wayne  county,  was  for  many  years  one  of  rhe 
most  prominent  business  men  of  this  section  of  the 
State,  being  a member  of  the  well-known  milling  firm 
of  D.  G.  Kennedy  & Co.,  whose  gristmill  in  Bucking- 
ham township  was  erected  in  1879.  In  politics  he 
was  an  unswerving  Republican,  and  he  most  capa- 
bly served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years. 
He  was  born  and  reared  in  Wayne  county,  as  was 
also  his  wife,  Harriette  (Kingsbury),  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Kingsbury,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent early  settlers  of  the  county.  They  were  the 
parents  of  children  as  follows : Mrs.  Mary  F.  Cher- 
rier;  Nelson,  who  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen; Mrs.  Jennie  Hearn;  Mrs.  Augusta  Kenne- 
dy; Jerome  A.;  Mrs.  Anna  Anderson,  of  Chicago, 
111. ; and  Eva,  who  is  attending  the  Osteopathy 
School,  in  Kirksville,  Mo.  The  father  died  in  1892, 
the  mother  in  1891,  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  they  were  active  and 
prominent  members. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  1864,  at 
Preston,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  in  early  boyhood 
began  working  in  the  mill  with  his  father,  soon  mas- 
tering every  detail  of  the  business.  He  also  re- 
ceived a good  literary  education  in  the  public  schools 
near  his  home.  He  has  practically  been  in  business 
since  twenty  years  of  age,  and  as  a miller  he  deals 
in  flour,  feed  and  grain  of  all  kinds.  In  1897  he 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


138 


erected  a good  store  building,  24x40  feet,  and  two 
stories  in  height,  which  he  has  stocked  with  a good 
grade  of  general  merchandise,  and  from  the  be- 
ginning has  enjoyed  an  excellent  trade,  which  is 
constantly  increasing.  He  most  creditably  served 
as  postmaster  under  President  Harrison's  adminis- 
tration, and  when  President  McKinley  came  into 
power  he  was  again  appointed  to  that  position, 
which  he  is  now  filling  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned. 

On  September  24,  1885,  Mr.  Underwood  mar- 
ried Miss  Helen  S.  Chittenden,  of  Pleasant  Mount, 
Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  Abel  Chittenden  (de- 
ceased), who  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  Her 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Emma  Hall, 
has  also  departed  this  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Under- 
wood have  five  children : John  T.,  Ralph  E.,  Wil- 
fred H.,  Lewis  A.  and  Harold.  The  wife  and 
mother  is  a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  a most  estimable  lady.  Socially, 
Mr.  Underwood  affiliates  with  Lake  Como  Lodge 
No.  965,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Reared  as  a Republican,  he 
has  always  been  a stanch  supporter  of  that  party, 
and  is  an  active  and  zealous  worker  in  its  interests. 
As  a business  man  and  citizen  he  occupies  an  en- 
viable position  in  the  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 

JOSEPH  ATKINSON,  the  popular  and  effi- 
cient postmaster  at  White  Mills,  Wayne  county, 
is  well  known  in  business  circles  in  that  locality, 
and  for  a number  of  years  has  been  employed  in  re- 
sponsible positions  by  the  Dorflinger  Glass  Com- 
pany. 

His  family  has  long'been  identified  with  Wayne 
county,  and  his  grandfather,  Joseph  Atkinson,  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  at  Hawley.  This  worthy 
pioneer  married  (first)  Annie  Kimble,  and  (second) 
Fannie  Kimble,  cousin  of  his  first  wife,  and  reared 
a large  family  of  children.  By  the  first  union  there 
were  six  children  : Ephraim,  John,  George  W.,  Asher 
M.,  Lucy  (wife  of  Charles  Wise,  of  Hawley),  and 
Annie  (who  married  Joseph  Solliday,  of  Hawley).’ 
By  his  second  marriage  there  were  eight  children : 
Joseph;  William;  Lot;  Marilla ; Eunice;  Margaret; 
Elizabeth,  and  Melissa. 

George  W.  Atkinson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Hawley,  November  27,  1817,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
place.  In  1838  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Brown, 
who  was  born  October  15,  1817,  and  died  November 
26,  1887.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  purchased 
a farm  in  Palmyra  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
his  remaining  years  were  spent,  and  for  some  time 
he  was  extensively  engaged  in  lumbering  on  the 
Lackawaxen  and  Delaware  rivers.  He  died  at  his 
homestead  May  4,  1892.  Of  his  children,  Cor- 
nelius H.,  the  eldest,  who  was  born  at  Hawley  in 
1841,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  coun- 
ty, and  during  the  Civil  war  was  a government  em- 
ploye in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  After  the 
war  closed  he  came  home,  and  for  many  years  pre- 
vious to  his  death  in  March,  1895,  he  was  a fore-  1 


man  for  the  D.  & LI.  Canal  Co.  He  married  Miss 
Annie  Simons,  of  Hawley,  and  had  one  daughter, 
Miss  Augusta,  who  resides  with  her  mother  at  Haw- 
ley. (2)  David  B.,  born  at  Hawley  in  1842,  served 
three  years  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war 
in  Company  G,  141st  P.  V.  I.,  and  took  part  in  a 
number  of  important  engagements,  being  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  later  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Chancellorsville.  At  present  he  resides  at 
Eddyville,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  employed 
as  weighmaster  of  boats  for  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
son Canal  Co.  He  married  Miss  Hattie  Mowel, 
of  Eddyville,  and  they  have  two  children,  Maud, 
now  the  wife  of  Henry  Wesley,  and  George.  (3) 
Warren  K.,  born  at  Hawley  in  1844,  removed  to 
Kingston,  N.  Y.,  in  early  manhood.  (4)  Annie, 
born  at  Hawley  in  1845,  married  Charles  Robinson, 
a hat  maker  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and  they  have  two 
daughters,  Fannie  and  Mary.  (5)  George  A.,  born 
in  Palmyra  township  in  1848,  is  a resident  of  Wil- 
sonville,  Wayne  county.  He  married  Miss  Emma 
Gayheart,  of  White  Mills,  and  has  four  children, 
Nellie,  Norman,  Lela  and  George.  (6)  Joseph,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (7)  Helen, 
born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Palmyra  township  in 
1854,  married  Anthony  Lobb,  of  Hawley,  and  has 
four  sons,  William,  George,  Frederick,  and  Harry. 
(8)  Elizabeth,  born  at  the  homestead  in  1857,  mar- 
ried Frank  Buddington,  a merchant  of  Binnewater, 
Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y. ; they  have  three  children,  Gus- 
sie,  Bessie  and  Tracy.  (9)  Frank,  born  in  Wayne 
county  in  1856,  resides  at  Glen  Eyre,  Pike  county, 
where  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the  D.  & H.  Canal  Co. 
He  married  Miss  Chittesker,  of  that  place,  and  they 
have  seven  children,  Elizabeth,  Annie,  Fannie,  Mida, 
Frank,  Jennie  and  Helen.  (10)  Fannie,  born  at  the 
homestead  in  i860,  married  Clark  Barnard,  of  White 
Mills,  and  has  one  son,  Raymond. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  1,  1852,  at  the 
homestead  in  Palmyra  township,  Wayne  county,  one 
mile  southeast  of  White  Mills.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  locality,  and  remained  at 
home  until  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  began 
to  learn  the  stone  cutter’s  trade.  This  occupation  he 
followed  for  a number  of  years,  but  at  various  times 
would  tend  lock  on  the  canal,  being  thus  employed 
for  a time  in  1876  at  the  munificent  salary  of  eighty 
cents  per  day.  After  this  experience  he  worked  at 
his  trade  in  Wilsonville  for  a year,  and  later  he 
again  took  a position  as  lock  tender.  In  18S1  he 
was  employed  by  the  Dorflingers  as  glass  packer, 
and  after  twelve  years  of  faithful  service  in  that  ca- 
pacity he  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  shipping 
clerk,  which  he  still  holds.  He  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  all  public  questions,  and  is  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  to  which  his  father, 
who  was  an  Old-line  Whig  in  early  life,  gave  his 
allegiance  in  the  days  of  the  anti-slavery  agitation. 
In  June,  1897,  Mr.  Atkinson  was  appointed  post- 
master at  White  Mills,  and  this  office  he  fills  with 
the  same  fidelity  and  ability  which  has  always  char- 
acterized his  work  in  other  lines.  He  was  reared 
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in  the  Protestant  faith,  and  his  sympathies  are  with 
every  movement  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 
Socially  he  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  is 
identified  with  the  junior  Order  United  American 
Mechanics,  Lodge  No.  980,  at  Honesdale. 

In  December,  1874,  Mr.  Atkinson  married 
Miss  Jennie  L.  Middaugh,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Elizabeth  Middaugh,  prominent  residents  of 
Honesdale,  and  five  children  have  blessed  the  un- 
ion: Miss  Daisy  B.,  who  was  born  and  reared  at 

White  Mills,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  young 
ladies  of  the  village,  and  at  present  assists  her  fa- 
ther in  the  postoffice ; Miss  Gussie,  who  was  born  at 
Hawley,  is  at  home;  Florence,  Charles,  and  Jennie, 
who  were  born  at  White  Mills,  are  attending  the 
schools  of  that  town. 

A1NEY.  For  three-quarters  of  a century 
members  of  the  Ainey  family  have  been  residents 
of  Susquehanna  county,  and  have  been  among  its 
leading  citizens,  prosperous,  successful  and  useful 
in  their  various  walks  of  life.  Among  them  was 
Jacob  Ainey,  several  of  whose  sons — Hon.  William 
H.,  Dr.  David  C.,  Dr.  Albert  J. — have  been  con- 
spicuous in  professional  life,  and  their  sons"  in  turn, 
notably  Capt.  William  D.  B.  Ainey  (formerly  dis- 
trict attorney  of  Susquehanna  county)  and  Charles 
H.  Ainey,  both  of  the  Montrose  Bar,  are  sustaining 
the  family  reputation. 

The  Ainey  family  is  of  French  extraction,  the 
ancestors  of  the  Susquehanna  county  branch  having 
been  Huguenots  who  came  to  America  subsequent 
to  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  by  Louis 
XIV,  and  after  residing  in  New  York  City  for  sev- 
eral years  settled  in  the  Mohawk  Valley,  Montgom- 
ery Co.,  N.  Y.  John  Ainey,  grandfather  of  Jacob 
Ainey,  when  a lad  of  eighteen  years  was  seized  by 
the  captain  of  a vessel,  brought  to  America,  and 
sold  for  his  passage  in  Virginia,  somewhere  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  river.  William  Ainey, 
father  of  Jacob  Ainey,  was  a native  of  Fulton  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  born  in  1776,  and  died  in  1850.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  Crawford,  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
who  died  in  1832,  aged  fifty  years,  and  they  made 
their  first  home  in  the  vicinity  of  Goshen,  N.  Y., 
thence  in  1825  or  ’26  removing  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  settling  in  Brooklyn  township. 
Their  children  were:  Jacob,  who  is  mentioned  be- 

low ;Rebecca,  who  married  Samuel  Westbrook  ; John, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Kittle,  and  died  in  Spring- 
ville  township ; Moses,  who  died  unmarried,  in  Lath- 
rop  township ; Axcy,  widow  of  Wanton  Green,  of 
Lathrop;  Catherne,  who  married  Orlando  Terpen- 
ing;  and  Seth,  who  married  Mrs.  Hannah  S.  Young. 
All  are  deceased  except  Mrs.  Green. 

Jacob  Ainey,  son  of  William  Ainey,  was  born 
in  1802  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  He  there  mar- 
ried, in  1824,  Catherine  Ivinnan,  who  was  born  in 
1804,  daughter  of  John  Morrison  Kinnan,  a son  of 
Rev.  John  Kinnan,  who  came  from  the  North  of 
Ireland  and  settled  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
about  1767-  fn  1825  or  ’26  Jacob  Ainey  settled 


in  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
removing  to  the  village  of  Dimock  a few  years 
later  . Though  his  father  and  all  his  brothers 
were  farmers,  he  preferred  the  pursuit  of  a me- 
chanic, learning  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  which 
he  followed  through  life.  He  was  a man  of 
intellectual  force  and  influence,  unusually  well  in- 
formed, and  served  ably  in  several  local  offices,  in- 
cluding those  of  constable,  collector  and  supervisor. 
A warm  friend  and  a liberal  patron  of  the  cause  of 
education,  he  insisted  on  having  his  children -as 
well  educated  as  opportunity  permitted.  Socially, 
he  is  spoken  of  by  those  who  knew  him  as  warm- 
hearted, generous,  obliging  and  popular,  and  his  ad- 
vice and  counsel  were  often  sought  and  followed. 
He  died  in  1854,  and  his  widow  survived  him  many 
years,  dying  in  1875.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Their  children  were : ( 1 ) 
John  H.  Ainey,  born  in  1826,  became  a prosperous 
farmer,  and  made  his  home  in  Springville  town- 
ship. He  married  (first)  Mary  Pierpont,  and  (sec- 
ond) Mrs.  Mary  (Tindall)  Ainey  (widow  of  Au- 
gustus Ainey),  who  survives  him.  He  died  in 
March,  1899.  (2)  William  Ainey  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years.  (3)  Hannah  M.  Ainey,  born  in  1830, 
died  when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age.  (4) 
Sarah  Amanda  Ainey,  born  in  1832,  died  in  young 
womanhood,  aged  about  twenty  years.  (5)  Hon. 
William  H.  Ainey,  born  in  1834,  has  been  for  years 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Allentown,  Penn. 
He  is  a lawyer  by  profession,  and  was  elected  by 
the  State-at-large  a member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1873  ; he  is  largely  identified  with  the 
banking  and  iron  interests  of  Allentown.  He  mar- 
ried Anna  Unger. 

(6)  David  Carlyle  Ainey,  M.  D.,  was  born 
May  31,  1837,  in  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  was  reared  at  his  home  in  the  village 
of  Dimock,  receiving  his  elementary  education  in 
the  old  Woodruff  Academy  there.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  worked  as  a laborer  on  neighbor- 
ing farms.  From  1852  to  1854  he  was  a student  at 
the  noted  Harford  University,  under  the  tuition  of 
the  Richardsons,  who  were  most  capable  educators 
and  their  school  one  of  high  character,  from  which 
went  out  into  the  world  many  who  left  their  names 
on  the  roll  of  fame.  Subsequently  young  Ainey 
furthered  his  studies  at  Oberlin  (Ohio)  College, 
spent  one  year  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  Ann 
Arbor,  meanwhile  teaching  in  the  winter  months, 
and  in  1857  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office 
of  Dr.  E.  M.  Buckingham,  of  Springfield,  Ohio, 
where  he  taught  for  six  months.  Returning  a year 
later  to  Montrose,  Penn.,  he  supplemented  his  prep- 
aration for  the  profession  under  the  instruction  of  the 
late  Dr.  Ezra  Patrick,  a physician  of  renown,  and 
later  he  entered  the  Medical  Department  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, attending  lectures,  and  was  graduated  in  Janu- 
ary, i860.  Soon  after  he  engaged  in  practice  at  New 
Milford,  Penn.,  associating  himself  with  Dr.  L.  W. 
Bingham,  of  that  place,  this  partnership  lasting  until 
July,  1861,  at  which  time  Dr.  Ainey  became  en- 
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gaged  in  the  drug  business  at  New  Milford,  conduct- 
ing same  in  connection  with  his  practice,  and  in 
1805  he  built  the  first  drug  store  at  New  Milford, 
b rom  the  very  start  Dr.  Ainey  grew  in  popular  favor 
in  the . community,  and  soon  established  himself 
in  his  profession  111  a manner  that  won  him  friends 
and  brought  him  a large  patronage.  Possessing  a 
good  mind,  strengthened  by  study  and  application, 
he  has  won  his  way  to  a high  position  in  the  pro- 
fession. 

In  1861  our  subject  became  identified  with  the 
Susquehanna  County  Medical  Society,  and  he  has 
since  represented  it  a number  of  times  in  the  State 
Society,  notably  in  1874  and  1884.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  International  Association  of  Railway 
Surgeons,  and  of  the  Academy  of  Railway  Sur- 
geons, being  surgeon  for  the  D.  L.  & W.  railroad. 
During  his  professional  life  of  forty  years  Dr.  Ainey 
has  given  instruction  to  and  aided  many  young 
medical  students  in  starting  on  their  careers,  some 
of  whom  have  since  won  creditable  and  honorable 
rank  in  the  profession.  The  late  Dr.  E.  L.  Blakeslee, 
Dr.  A.  J.  Ainey,  Dr.  J.  J.  Boyle,  Dr.  William  R. 
Blakeslee,  all  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  Dr.  G.  P. 
Clements,  of  Harlem,  N.  Y.,  were  all  under  his  pre- 
ceptorship.  An  ardent  Republican,  although  not  a 
politician,  Dr.  Ainey  has  ever  been  interested  in  the 
advancement  of  the  party.  For  twenty-three  years, 
beginning  in  1861,  he  was  the  postmaster  at  New 
Milford.  In  1869  he  served  the  borough  as  burgess, 
and  in  1891  was  chosen  by  the  Republicans  a dele- 
gate to  represent  Wayne  and  Susquehanna  counties 
at  the  proposed  Constitutional  Convention — defeat- 
ing, in  the  Convention  held  at  Montrose  in  August, 
of  that  year,  the  Hon.  G.  A.  Grow,  one  of  the  dis- 
tinguished sons  of  Pennsylvania — an  honor  worthily 
conferred  and  one  in  which  his  friends  took  great 
pride.  The  Doctor  is  now  one  of  the  Board  of 
United  States  Pension  Examining  Surgeons  for 
Susquehanna  county,  of  which  he  has  been  president 
since  1896.  Socially  Dr.  Ainey  has  high  standing. 
He  is  a thirty-second-degree  Mason,  and  for  the 
past  sixteen  years  has  been  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  for  the  Fifteenth 
District,  holding  membership  with  New  Milford 
Lodge  No.  507;  Warren  Chapter,  Montrose;  and 
Great  Bend  C'ommandery  No.  2 7,  Knights  Templar. 
He  formerly  united  with  Great  Bend  Chapter  No.  2 10. 

On  October  28,  1861,  at  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.,  Dr. 
Ainey  was  married  to  Kathleen  Blakeslee,  who  was 
born  May  4,  1838,  in  Auburn  township,  daughter 
of  Hiram  and  Amanda  (Whipple)  Blakeslee,  of 
Dimock  township,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Ver- 
mont, respectively,  and  members  of  two  of  the  old 
pioneer  families  of  Susquehanna  county.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  sons : William  D.  B.  and 
Charles  H.,  both  lawyers  of  Montrose,  mention  of 
whom  is  made  farther  on.  Mrs.  Ainey  is  a lady  of 
culture  and  many  accomplishments,  among  which  is 
painting,  her  home  and  those  of  her  friends  contain- 
ing many  beautiful  specimens  of  her  brush  and 
pencil. 


(7)  Albert  Joseph  Ainey,  M.  D.,  was  born 
March  26,  1838,  in  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  passed  his  boyhood  on  the  farm 
of  his  father.  He  attended  the  old  Dimock  Acad- 
demy  and  Harford  University.  In  1863,  at  the 
time  of  the  invasion  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  Con- 
federate forces  under  Gen.  Lee,  young  Ainey  became 
a member  of  Company  D,  35th  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Militia,  commanded  by  Capt  C.  C.  Halsey, 
and  shared  the  experience  of  that  company’s  ser- 
vice during  its  short  period  of  existence.  He  read 
medicine  in  the  office  of  his  brother,  Dr.  David  C. 
Ainey,  at  New  Milford,  then  in  1864-65  attended 
lectures  in  the  Medical  Department  df  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  that  State.  Later, 
in  1866-67,  he  took  a course  of  lectures  in  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  Yale  College,  graduating  in  1867. 
Returning  to  New  Milford,  Penn.,  he  began  prac- 
tice at  that  point,  but  after  a short  experience  locat- 
ed at  Brooklyn,  in  the  same  county,  where  he  has 
since  remained  and  been  identified  with  that  com- 
munity, and  lived  a life  that  has  been  useful  and 
honorable.  For  thirty  years  Dr.  Ainey  has  had  a 
creditable  standing  in  the  medical  profession  and  as 
a citizen.  Since  1869  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
Susquehanna  Medical  Society,  and  in  1885  he 
represented  the  society  as  a delegate  to  the  State 
Medical  Society.  He  has  enjoyed  a good  practice, 
and  held  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  commu- 
nity. On  December  8,  1874,  Dr.  Ainey  was  married 
to  Lila  Maria,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  (Jones) 
Haight,  of  Birchardville,  Penn.,  and  to  them  have 
come  children  as  follows : Louise  and  Earl. 

Capt.  William  D.  B.  Ainey,  of  Montrose, 
former  District  Attorney  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  son  of  Dr.  David  C.  Ainey,  is  a native  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  born  April  8,  1864,  at 
New  Milford.  He  received  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  village,  arid 
there  drank  unconsciously  from  the  well  of  knowl- 
edge, early  displaying  those  qualities  which  have 
made  him  marked  as  a successful  student,  lawyer, 
and  useful  citizen.  During  his  boyhood  he  gained  an 
insight  into  business  life  in  the  post  office,  his  father 
being  the  village  postmaster.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  he  entered  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Mansfield,  Penn.,  as  a member  of  the  class  of  1878- 
79.  Returning  home  he  there  passed  a two-years’ 
course  of  study  in  a preparatory  school  at  South 
Bethlehem,  Penn.  After  this  preparation  he  be- 
came a Freshman  in  Lehigh  University,  an  in- 
stitution ranking  with  any  in  Pennsylvania.  After 
completing  the  Freshman  year,  and  having  passed 
the  Sophomore  examination,  he  decided  to  drop  out 
and  begin  the  study  of  law.  This  he  did,  entering 
the  law  office  of  Blakeslee  & Davis,  at  Montrose, 
Penn.  He  was  a careful  and  hard  student,  giving 
attention  to  every  detail  in  the  work  of  preparation, 
so  that  when  it  came  time  for  his  appearance  for 
admission  he  passed  a very  creditable  examination 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Susquehanna  county 
at  the  August  term  of  Court,  in  18S7.  Upon  his 
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admission  he  opened  an  office  at  Montrose,  and  be- 
came a partner  with  his  uncle,  the  late  E.  L.  Blakes- 
lee,  a criminal  lawyer  of  considerable  ability  and 
note.  Circumstances  soon  brought  the  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  to  assume  responsibilities,  and 
through  his  studious  habits  and  tact  he  measured 
up  to  them,  early  appearing  engaged  in  a number 
of  notable  cases  before  the  Susquehanna  County 
Court,  and  on  several  occasions  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State.  Mr.  Blakeslee,  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  was  an  able,  lawyer  as  well  as  a 
brilliant  one,  and  Mr.  Ainey  was  afforded  the  ad- 
vantages of  his  broad  experience  and  knowledge  of 
the  law  and  given  an  opportunity  of  advancement 
that  not  often  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  young  lawyer. 
Mr.  Blakeslee’s  death,  in  1893,  left  Mr.  Ainey  alone 
in  the  practice,  and  he  has  since  so  remained,  main- 
taining an  office  at  Montrose.  Young  Ainey,  by 
his  application,  close  attention  to  business,  and  by 
his  genial  ways  and  manly  course,  soon  won  Ins 
way  to  the  front  and  a good  clientage.  In  the 
summer  of  1892  he  was  made  the  nominee  of  the 
Republican  party  for  the  office  of  District  Attor- 
ney of  Susquehanna  county,  and  was  elected  in  the 
fall  following.  At  the  time  of  his  nomination  ap- 
peared many  flattering  and  complimentary  notices 
in  the  press  of  Susquehanna  county,  from  one  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract : “There  is  no 
good  reason  why  every  Republican  in  Susquehanna 
county  should  not  vote  for  Mr.  Ainey.  He  is  a man 
of  broad  views,  good  legal  ability,  and  will  run  the 
affairs  of  the  District  Attorney’s  office  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  people.  With  his  splendid  legal 
and  executive  record,  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud, 
our  people  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  pros- 
pect of  having  a young  man  of  such  ability  and  in- 
tegrity for  District  Attorney.” 

In  1895  Mr.  Ainey  was  re-nominated  and  re- 
elected to  the  same  office  by  a larger  majority  than 
in  1892,  which  was  a flattering  testimonial  of  the 
people’s  appreciation  of  his  public  services. 

Since  entering  upon  the  practice  of  the  law  Mr. 
Ainey  has  been  engaged  in  nearly  every  homicide 
case  that  has  been  tried  in  the  Susquehanna  County 
Courts  during  that  period,  among  which  the  most 
noted  case  was  that  of  James  Eagan  and  Cornelius 
Shew,  charged  with  the  murder  of  Jackson  Pepper, 
a farmer  of  Rush  township,  on  the  night  of  October 
19,  1897,  which  trial  resulted  in  their  conviction 
for  murder  in  the  first  degree,  at  the  November 
term  of  Court,  1898.  Out  of  seventeen  murder 
trials  in  the  county  in  the  past  twenty  years  but  two 
have  resulted  in  conviction  of  murder  in  the  first 
degree,  and  it  is  a noteworthy  fact  and  coincidence 
that  the  first  of  these — O’Mara  and  Irvin,  in  1874 — - 
was  tried  by  the  late  Mr.  Blakeslee,  and  the  last — 
Shew  and  Eagan — by  his  afterward  partner  and 
associate,  District  Attorney  Ainey.  “The  plea  of 
the  District  Attorney  in  the  trial  of  James  Eagan,” 
said  a writer,  “was  a magnificent  effort,  whether 
viewed  from  an  oratorical  or  even  from  a literary 
standpoint.  For  more  than  a year  Mr.  Ainey  had 


given  time,  labor  and  means  to  ferret  out  the  as- 
sassins of  Jackson  Pepper  and  bring  them  to  jus- 
tice; it  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  was  full 
of  his  subject;  he  needed  no  notes  or  promptings 
in  presenting  the  case  to  the  jury.  For  an  hour  the 
District  Attorney  held  the  vast  assembly  spell- 
bound by  his  fervid  eloquence  and  convincing  logic. 
His  arraignment  of  the  prisoner  at  the  Bar  as  one 
of  the  murderers  of  Jackson  Pepper  was  terrible,, 
but  terribly  just.” 

Of  Mr.  Ainey’s  connection  with  the  prosecution 
in  the  Kelly  murder  case,  in  1897,  the  Susquehanna 
Transcript  in  April,  of  that  year,  observed:  "The 
splendid  ability  with  which  the  case  was  tried — the 
amount  of  arduous  and  careful  labor  expended  in 
preparation,  together  with  his  brilliant  opening,  and 
his  able  and  polished  argument  in  presenting  the 
evidence  to  the  jury,  were  such  as  to  command  the 
admiration  of  his  auditors  and  add  prestige  to  his 
legal  renown.” 

In  1893,  on  the  death  of  ex-Sheriff  Jenkins,. 
Mr.  Ainey  was  selected  to  succeed  him  as  chairman 
of  the  Republican  County  Committee,  a position  he 
held  until  in  January,  1899,  when  he  voluntarily  de- 
clined further  service.  The  following  resolutions 
give  evidence  of  the  appreciation  of  his  services : 

Whereas,  The  chairman  of  this  committee,  Capt.  W. 
D,  B.  Ainey,  has  ably,  energetically  and  successfully  con- 
ducted the  past  six  years’  political  campaigns,  beginning 
with  the  year  1893,  during  which  time  not  a single  candidate 
presented  by  the  organization  for  the  suffrages  of  the  Repub- 
licans of  Susquehanna  county  has  been  defeated — either 
National,  State,  District  or  County. 

And,  Whereas,  Capt.  Ainey  has  voluntarily  declined  to 
continue  to  serve  as  County  Chairman,  therefore  be  it 
resolved, 

First,  That  as  Republicans  representing  our  respective 
district  , we  desire  in  the  most  public  and  positive  manner 
to  express  our  appreciation  of  his  loyal,  faithful  and  effective 
efforts  in  behalf  of  every  ticket  and  of  every  candidate  upon, 
every  ticket  nominated  during  his  incumbency  of  the  office 
of  chairman. 

Second,  That  this  record,  as  previously  set  forth,  rarely 
equaled  but  seldom,  if  ever,  excelled,  we  commend  to  the 
Republicans  of  Susquehanna  county  as  proving  that  party 
success  comes  only  through  party  loyalty.  The  earnestness 
and  activity  of  the  chairman  inspires  the  whole  organization. 

Third,  That  with  the  voluntary  retirement  from  the 
chairmanship  he  takes  with  him  our  best  wishes;  being  still 
a member  of  this  Committee,  we  solicit  his  counsel,  good 
cheer  and  hearty  co-operation  in  the  future,  by  word  or  pen, 
to  such  extent  as  his  private  and  personal  interests  will, 
allow. 

Fourth,  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished 
the  county  papers  by  the  secretary,  and  that  a copy  be  pre- 
sented to  our  Chairman. 

Mr.  Ainey  has  been  prominent  in  military  cir- 
cles for  a number  of  years,  not  only  at  home  but 
throughout  the  State.  He  organized  in  May,  1891, 
a local  company,  at  Montrose,  of  which  he  was 
made  captain.  This  company  was  composed  of  the 
best  young  men  of  the  borough.  In  May,  1892,  the 
company  was  merged  into  and  designated  as  Com- 
pany G,  13th  Regiment  Nat.  Guards  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Mr.  Ainey  being  commissioned  as  the  com- 
manding officer  to  date  from  May  5,  of  that  year. 
As  such  officer  he  remained  with  the  company,  tak- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


187 


ing  an  active  part  in  its  interests  and  exerting  him- 
self to  promote  its  proficiency,  until  the  summer 
of  1895,  when  owing  to  the  demand  upon  his  time 
he  resigned  from  the  service.  In  July,  1892,  the 
company  to  a man  went  to  Homestead  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  strikes  and  trouble  at  that  point,  and 
there  performed  service  for  several  weeks  until  order 
was  restored.  Capt.  Ainey  during  his  command  did 
much  to  enthuse  in  the  boys  an  interest  in  military 
affairs  which  led  to  the  high  excellence  the  com- 
mand attained.  He  presented  a beautiful  gold  medal 
to  the  company, which  was  to  be  shot  for,  any  man  to 
own  it  being  required  to  win  it  three  times.  At  the 
inaugural  parade  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  1893, 
Capt.  Ainey’s  company  won  the  beautiful  silk  flag- 
offered  to  the  most  popular  company  in  the  parade. 

Capt.  Ainey  outside  of  his  professional  duties 
gives  considerable  time  to  business  enterprises,  a 
number  of  which  he  is  interested  in,  as  well  as  be- 
ing the  holder  of  considerable  real  estate  in  Mont- 
rose, some  of  which  is  the  best  business  property  of 
the  borough,  the  caring  for  which  requires  time  and 
thought.  Since  August,  1895,  he  has  been  a part 
owner  and  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Montrose  Inde- 
pendent Republican.  He  is  one  of  the  stockholders 
of  the  Globe  Hardware  Co.  of  Montrose.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  enterprise  and  public  spirit,  actively 
interested  in  the  borough’s  and  county's  welfare. 

As  president  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  he  is  active 
in  that  cause.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Susquehanna 
County  Historical  Society.  For  years  he  has  been 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Montrose,  of  which  himself  and  wife  are  members, 
and  in  which  Mr.  Ainey  is  a ruling  elder.  In  the 
early  days  of  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  he  was  active  in  the 
work,  as  he  has  since  been  in  the  advancement  of 
morals  and  Christianity.  Socially  he  is  prominently 
and  closely  identified  with  Masonry  and  Odd  Fel- 
lowship. He  was  for  two  years  Master  of  New 
Milford  Lodge  No.  507,  F.  & A.  M.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Melita  Commandery,  K.  T.,  at  Scranton. 
He  is  Chief  Patriarch  of  Encampment  No.  32,  and 
Noble  Grand  of  Subordinate  Lodge  No.  15 1,  both 
at  Montrose. 

On  October  10,  1888,  Capt.  Ainey  was  mar- 
ried to  Emma,  daughter  of  Theodore  A.  and  Eliza 
(Drake)  Lyons,  of  Montrose,  and  to  the  union 
were  born  children  as  follows : David  C.,  Kathleen 
E.,  and  William  T.  (deceased).  The  Lyons  family 
have  been  prominent  in  Foreign  Missions.  Rev. 
Lorenzo  Lyons,  great-uncle  of  Mrs.  Ainey,  was 
early  in  the  missionary  work  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  while  Rev.  Lorenzo  Lyons  (2),  an  uncle 
of  Mrs.  Ainey,  was  early  in  that  work  in  Syria,  as 
was  also  his  daughter  Mary  Lyons. 

Charles  H.  Ainey,  of  Montrose,  a lawyer  by 
profession,  though  temporarily  manager  in  charge 
of  the  Globe  Hardware  Co.,  of  Montrose,  in  which 
he  is  pecuniarily  interested,  is  the  son  of  Dr.  David 
C.  Ainey,  of  New  Milford,  and  brother  of  Capt. 
William  D.  B.  Ainey,  of  Montrose.  Mr.  Ainey 
was  born  May  31,  1870,  at  New  Milford,  Susque- 


hanna Co.,  Penn.  He  was  there  reared  and  par- 
tially educated  in  the  public  schools,  attending  also 
Wyoming  Seminary,  at  Kingston,  Penn.  He  read 
law  in  the  office  of  his  brother,  Capt.  Ainey,  at  Mont- 
rose, and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Susquehanna 
County  at  the  April  term  of  Court,  1897.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  various  business  enterprises,  one 
of  which  is  the  Globe  Hardware  Co.,  which  has 
one  of  the  best  equipped  and  stocked  hardware  es- 
tablishments in  northern  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Ainey 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  genial  men — traits 
characteristic  of  the  Ainey  family — of  Susquehanna 
county,  and  has  met  with  success  in  his  business  and 
professional  career.  He  was  chosen  one  of  the 
three  county  auditors  in  1896,  and  has  recently  re- 
ceived, under  the  McKinley  administration,  the  ap- 
pointment as  supervisor  of  the  census  of  the  dis- 
trict comprising  the  five  counties  of  Bradford,  Sus- 
quehanna, Wayne,  Sullivan,  and  Wyoming.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  New  Milford  Lodge  No. 
507,  F.  & A.  M. ; Warren  Chapter,  Montrose,  R.  A. 
.M. ; Montrose  Lodge  No.  151,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
Montrose  Encampment  No.  32. 

On  January  25,  1893,  Mr.  Ainey  was  married, 
at  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  Church,  New  Milford,  to 
Miss  Harriet  E.  McCollum,  daughter  of  George  B. 
and  Lucia  (Garratt)  McCollum,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Horatio  Garratt,  of  New  Milford. 

JOSEPH  PARSON  HAMLIN  (deceased). 
Each  day,  each  year,  brings  us  nearer  to  that  not  far 
distant  time  when  we  can  no  longer  mingle,  in  our 
daily  lives,  with  those  brave  energetic  souls  who 
went  into  those  haunts  of  wild  beasts  and  untutored 
savages,  and  wrought  out  of  that  wilderness  for 
us  an  abiding  place  ’mid  peaceful  and  cultured 
surroundings.  As  each  one  of  those  once  stalwart 
pioneers  lays  down  all  earthly  care,  the  young- 
er generation  loses  just  that  much  of  its  support, 
and  places  more  responsibility  on  his  untried  shoul- 
ders. So,  when  Joseph  Parson  Hamlin,  on  Septem- 
ber 20,  1898,  passed  to  his  last  rest,  the  community 
in  which  he  had  lived  so  long,  awakened  to  a reali- 
zation of  how  much  it  had  depended  on  his  advice, 
his  noble  example,  and  of  all  it  had  lost. 

Mr.  Hamlin  was  born  in  Glenville,  N.  Y.,  June 
22,  1822,  a son  of  Salmon  and  Clarissa  (Weils) 
Hamlin,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in 
Connecticut.  After  their  marriage  the  parents  re- 
moved to  New  York,  where  the  father  followed  the 
cooper’s  trade;  thence  in  1830  came  to  Forest  Lake 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  there  Salmon 
Hamlin  purchased  wild  land,  improved  to  the  extent 
of  a small  log  house.  Here  he  made  his  home  with 
the  exception  of  the  few  years  he  lived  with  his  sons 
in  Warren,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  died  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Forest  Lake. 
Their  children  were : ( i ) George,  who  married 
Lucy  A.  Blair,  and  lived  in  Forest  Lake,  where  he 
died  in  July,  1899,  leaving  three  children,  Bison; 
Estella  (Mrs.  Jacob  Dimon,  of  Fairdale)  and  Fre- 
mont. (2)  Joseph  Parsons.  (3)  Jerusha,  who  mar- 
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ried  Joslin  Blair,  and  settled  in  New  York  State, 
where  she  died  leaving  four  children.  (4)  William, 
who  married  Rosetta  Webster,  and  went  to  Warren, 
Penn.,  later  moving  to  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
died  in  1896,  leaving  two  daughters,  Harriet  (Mrs. 
John  Livingston,  of  New  York)  and  Clara  (Mrs. 
William  Pease,  of  New  York).  (5)  Seth,  who  en- 
listed in  the  Union  army  during  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion, and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness. He  had  married  Miss  Esther  Merrill,  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  made  their  home 
in  Warren,  Penn.  The  widow  died  in  1886.  (6) 
Eliza,  who  wedded  O.  G.  Pitcher,  and  first  lived 
in  Warren,  later  going  to  New  York  State.  (7) 
Ruth,  who  married  Daniel  Boardman,  and  lives  at 
Binghamton,  New  York. 

Joseph  Parsons  Hamlin  received  his  rudiment- 
ary education  in  the  public  schools  in  New  York, 
and  later  attended  for  a time  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  Under  the  careful  tui- 
tion of  his  father  he  mastered  the  cooper’s  trade  and 
followed  it  for  many  years.  After  his  marriage 
he  erected  a house  on  a portion  of  his  father's  land, 
and  cleared  up  a large  portion  of  the  present  farm. 
He  also  erected  a cooper  shop,  and  worked  at  his 
trade  at  odd  times,  when  his  farm  did  not  require 
his  entire  attention. 

In  1850  Joseph  Parsons  Hamlin  was  wedded  to 
Miss  Phcebe  Gray,  a daughter  of  Richard  and  Sarah 
(Knapp)  Gray,  old  and  prominent  citizens  of  Bar- 
ker, Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they  died  leaving- 
seven  children,  namely:  Hiram;  Phoebe  (Mrs.  Ham- 
lin) ; Ambrose;  Lavina  (Mrs.  Avery  Cole,  of  New 
York);  Jessie;  Harvey,  and  Rhoda  (Mrs.  Henry 
Rumner).  Mrs.  Phoebe  (Gray)  Hamlin  was  born 
in  June,  1829,  and  grew  to  womanhood  on  her  fa- 
ther’s farm,  receiving  the  benefit  of  a district- 
school  education.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamlin  were 
born  children  as  follows:  (1)  Ella,  born  in  the  old 
farm  homestead  in  1853,  wedded  Theodore  Roberts, 
a farmer  of  Rush  township,  where  they  and  their 
three  children,  Minnie,  Glenn  and  Mabel,  now  live. 
(2)  Ada  V.,  born  in  1856,  married  Samuel  Mul- 
huish,  and  has  three  children,  Leona,  Le  YTerne,  and 
Roy.  (3)  William  A.,  born  in  1858,  married  Katie 
Evans,  of  Forest  Lake,  and  now  lives  on  his  farm 
adjoining  the  old  home;  they  have  two  children, 
Lee  and  Merle.  (4)  Esther,  born  in  1861,  married 
Ferris  Bolles,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township,  and  has 
one  son,  Ray.  (5)  Seth,  born  in  1863,  was  killed 
by  a falling  tree  in  1884,  while  working  for  Elder 
Tilclen.  He  was  a young  man  of  great  promise.  (6) 
Charles,  born  in  1867,  was  manager  of  the  home 
farm  for  a number  of  years  before  his  father  died. 
He  received  a district-school  education,  and  on 
April  15,  1891,  he  wedded  Josephine  Moore,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Julia  Moore,  of  Colchester,  Dela- 
ware Co.,  N.  Y.  Since  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Hamlin  have  lived  on  the  old  home  farm. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Vida  C.,  born  in  1892. 

The  father  of  this  family,  Joseph  Parsons  Ham- 
lin, was  a man  highly  respected  for  his  upright  prin- 


ciples. Of  unquestioned  integrity  and  absolute  relia- 
bility, he  was  much  sought  after  in  the  management 
of  local  affairs.  In  politics  he  was  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  held  a number  of  offices. 
For  many  years  he  was  school  director  and  super- 
visor, and  ever  ready  to  do  his  duty  as  a loyal  citi- 
zen, even  though  it  was  sometimes  necessary  to 
sacrifice  his  personal  comfort  and  welfare.  In  re- 
ligion he,  as  is  also  his  widow,  was  a faithful  and 
consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  at  Birch- 
ardville,  and  gave  liberally  of  his  means  in  support 
of  the  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  deacon  several 
years  prior  to  his  death.  The  family  are  all  highly 
respected,  and  the  widowed  mother  still  lives  at 
the  old  home,  tenderly  cared  for  by  her  children. 
She  has  won  the  love  of  all  who  come  in  contact 
with  her,  her  kindly  courtesy  and  her  unselfish  de- 
votion to  her  home  bespeaking  the  “noble  woman, 
nobly  planned.” 

BEACLI.  For  quite  three-quarters  of  a cent- 
ury the  Beacn  family  have  been  residents  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  allied  with  varied  interests 
which  have  placed  it  in  so  important  a position  as  a 
subdivision  of  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Among  its  members  have  been  men  of  rank  in  the 
professions,  substantial  and  enterprising  farmers,  in- 
ventors and  mechanics  of  skill,  whose  ingenuity  and 
genius  have  contributed  not  a little  to  our  nation's 
advancement  in  mechanism  in  the  line  of  labor-sav- 
ing machinery,  most  useful  to  the  world  at  large  and 
creditable  to  the  name.  Such  names  as  Julius 
Beach,  Lorenzo  Beach,  Theron  Beach,  Dr.  Judson 
Beach,  Dr.  George  Beach,  Henry  L.  Beach  (for 
years  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Mont- 
rose), and  Harry  W.  Beach  (manager  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  large  works  at  Montrose,  where  is  manu- 
factured the  sawing  machinery  under  the  Beach 
patents),  are  representatives  of  four  generations. 

The  Beach  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New 
England.  The  Connecticut  branch,  coming  from 
England,  settled  at  Stratford  in  the  early  history  of 
the  Colonv  of  Connecticut.  Julius  Beach,  son  of 
Laben  and  Sally  (Kilbourn)  Beach,  residents  of 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  was  born  Mav  15,  1787, 
and  on  Januarv  10,  1811,  was  married  to  Fanny  At- 
well, who  was  born  September  14,  1787-  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Lorenzo  and  Louisa  (twins),  born 

January  6,  1812,  Louisa  dying  September  10,  1886, 
unmarried;  Theron,  born  February  17,  1814,  mar- 
ried, in  1848,  Charlotte  Root,  and  died  March  1^, 
1854;  Emeline  (now  deceased),  born  March  19, 
1816,  married  J.  N.  Young ; David  died  when  young ; 
Jeannette,  born  July  26,  1822,  is  at  the  old  home- 
stead ; Olive  died  when  young;  Harriet,  born  Febru- 
ary 20,  1826,  married  Rufus  Saunders,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 13, 1900  ;and  Miranda,  born  June  21, 1829,  who 
lived  at  the  old  homestead,  died  March  26,  1900.  Ju- 
lius Beach  and  family  came  from  Litchfield  county, 
Conn.,  and  settled  in  Dimock  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  in  1829.  Mr.  Beach  was  an  excellent 
citizen  and  a kind  neighbor.  He  was  an  enterpris- 
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ing  farmer,  and  for  several  years  was  very  much  in- 
terested in  silk  culture.  In  1836  the  Register  says  of 
him:  "Julius  Beach  is  an  enterprising  farmer,  who 

has  done  much  for  the  introduction  of  the  mulberry 
into  the  county.  He  presents  to  the  cabinet  of  the 
Montrose  Lyceum  a skein  of  beautiful  white  silk,  the 
first  silk  manufactured  in  the  county.”  The  morns 
multicaulis  fever  was  at  its  height  in  Susquehanna 
county  in  1830.  Julius  Beach  died  October  28, 
1861,  and  his  wife  passed  away  April  9,  1845,  and 
their  remains,  with  those  of  Theron  and  Louisa 
Beach,  repose  in  the  cemetery  at  Dimock. 

Lorenzo  Beach,  son  of  Julius  Beach,  was  born 
in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  where  he  received  the 
rudiments  of  an  education  in  the  public  schools.  He 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  with  his  parents  in 
1829,  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  cabinet  making  with  James  N.  Eldridge,  at 
Montrose,  .completing  it,  however,  in  New  Cork 
City.  He  returned  to  Montrose,  and  there  and  in 
that  vicinity  followed  the  cabinet  making  business  as 
his  chief  occupation  throughout  life.  He  was  a skill- 
ful mechanic  and  a fine  workman.  Of  an  inventive 
turn  of  mind,  he  designed  and  had  patented  a wheel 
horse  hay-rake.  He,  associated  with  the  late  Will- 
iam H.  Boyd,  was  the  first  to  introduce  planing  and 
sawing  matching  machinery  into  use  in  Montrose. 
Mr.  Beach  was  an  upright,  straightforward  man 
and  citizen,  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Polit- 
ically he  was  first  a Whig  and  then  a Republican. 
He  married  first,  while  in  New  York,  Emily  Palmer, 
and  second  Sarah  Quick.  His  children  born  to  the 
first  union  were : Louise  married  William  Hudson, 
and  is  now  a resident  of  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. ; George 
W.,  a graduate  of  the  Medical  Department  of  Yale 
College,  and  now  a practicing  physician  in  Apolacon. 
married  Lizzie  Knapp ; Henry  L.  is  mentioned  far- 
ther on ; and  Judson,  a graduate  of  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  married  Susie  Sherwood,  and  for  years  has 
been  a prominent  physician  at  Etna,  N.  Y.  The 
children  born  to  the  second  marriage  of  Lorenzo 
Beach  were : Ella  H.  married  H.  G.  Lathrop,  and 
died  in  1889,  and  Jennie  married  Freeman  Lewis, 
and  resides  in  Susquehanna  county.  Lorenzo 
Beach  died  April  4,  1880. 

Henry  L.  Beach,  son  of  the  late  Lorenzo 
Beach,  of  Montrose,  for  thirty  or  more  years  a man- 
ufacturer of  machinery  of  his  own  invention,  and  for 
ten  years  past  president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
at  Montrose,  was  born  October  10,  1841,  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.  He  attended  the  neighbor- 
hood schools  of  his  birthplace,  and  those  of  Spring- 
ville  and  Montrose,  whither  the  family  moved  during 
his  boyhood.  At  tl^e  age  of  seventeen  young  Beach 
went  to  New  York  City,  and  was  for  one  vear  em- 
ployed in  the  wholesale  dry-goods  house  of  Lewis 
Haviland  & Co.,  receiving  for  his  services  fifty  dol- 
lars. He  was  offered  five  hundred  dollars  to  remain 
with  his  employers  another  year,  but  more  to  his 
liking  and  taste  he  decided  to  learn  the  machinist’s 
trade,  and  with  that  view  he  entered  the  Burton  Ma- 


chine Works,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  \.  In  the  meantime 
his  father  had  had  his  hay-rake  patented  and  needed 
the  son  s services,  so  the  boy  returned  to  Montrose. 
In  the  fall  of  1861  he  furthered  his  studies  at  Elm 
Grove  Seminary,  near  Smyrna,  Del.,  then  for  a 
period  was  engaged  in  teaching.  Early  in  the  year 
1862  young  Beach,  then  but  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  fired  by  the  exciting  events  of  the  war,  could  no 
longer  content  himself  with  remaining  at  home,  and 
himself  and  brother,  leaving  the  school-room,  raised 
a company  of  one  hundred  men,  at  Smyrna,  of  which 
they  were  to  have  been  second  and  first  lieutenants, 
respectively,  but  owing  to  a change  in  the  pro- 
gramme of  officers  the  Beach  boys  withdrew. 
Henry  L.  later  was  tendered  a first  lieutenancv  in  a 
battalion  of  Delaware  Cavalrv,  but  declined  for  the 
reason  that  Bella  J.  Cruser,  of  Montrose,  and  he  had 
resolved  to  enter  the  service  together  and  stick  by 
each  other  through  the  term  of  their  enlistment  un- 
less separated  by  death,  a resolution  they  carried  out. 
On  March  12,  1864,  young  Beach  enlisted,  along 
with  his  chum,  at  Washington  City,  becoming  a pri- 
vate in  the  United  States  Signal  Corps.  For  a 
short  time  only  he  was  stationed  at  Georgetown, 
D.  C.  Then,  in  compliance  with  his  request  to  go  to 
the  front,  he  was  sent  to  Cumberland,  Mel.,  for  duty 
with  that  part  of  the  army  operating  in  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  and  shared  its  fortunes  up  and  down 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  during  that  eventful  period 
in  the  history  of  the  Civil  war.  He  served  under 
Sigel,  Hunter  and  Hancock,  and  also  under  the 
great  Sheridan,  whom  it  was  his  privilege  and  honor 
to  be  with,  ana  lie  was  an  eye-witness  to  the  thrilling 
scenes  as  that  general  rode — after  his  “twentv-mile 
ride” — along  the  lines  rallying  and  inspiring  his  men 
at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek.  Young  Beach  heard 
many  of  the  commands  and  words  of  inspiration  as 
they  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  great  commander.  It 
was  also  his  privilege  to  see  in  consultation  during 
that  campaign  those  two  matchless  soldiers,  Gens. 
Grant  and  Sheridan.  Young  Beach  was  honorably 
discharged,  after  a term  of  faithful  service,  at  Win- 
cliester,  Va.,  on  August  12,  1865. 

Returnin'?-  to  Montrose  Mr.  Beach  immediately 
purchased  of  his  father,  whose  mechanical  skill  and 
inventive  genius  he  seems  to  have  inherited,  his 
patent  hay-rake,  took  it  to  New  York  City,  and  had 
it  on  exhibition  at  the  American  Institute  Fair.  In 
that  city,  in  the  spring  of  1866,  he  formed  a com- 
pany which  was  capitalized  at  $200,000,  and  to  it  sold 
the  rake.  Mr.  Beach  in  thirty  days’  time  had  a 
factory  prepared  and  equipped  at  Rahway,  N.  J., 
for  the  manufacture  of  the  rake,  and  for  several 
years  was  superintendent  of  the  plant.  In  the  mean- 
time he  designed  and  took  out  his  first  patent  on  an 
improved  horse  hay-rake.  Along  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  sixties,  with  little  or  no  capital,  Mr.  Beach  be- 
gan the  manufacture,  by  contract  with  the  Susque- 
hanna County  Manufacturing  Works,  at  Montrose, 
of  scroll-sawing  machinery  of  his  own  invention. 
He  manufactured  under  such*  contract  for  two  or 
three  years,  and  then  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  a 
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small  building  on  Snake  creek,  just  north  of  Mont- 
rose. Inspired  by  a laudable  ambition  and  honest 
aspiration,  he  worked  with  great  energy  and  pre- 
severance to  place  his  inventions  before  the  people 
and  get  a start  in  life.  For  several  years  he  traveled 
tne  country  from  Maine  to  California,  scarcely 
covering  his  expenses  in  the  sale  of  the  machine. 
His  net  proceeds  for  the  first  thirty-three  months 
of  manufacturing  at  Montrose  amounted  to  onlv 
twelve  dollars.  However,  undaunted,  he  did  not 
allow  discouragement  and  disappointments  to 
break  his  spirit,  but  was  instead  stimulated  thereby 
to  greater  and  more  earnest  effort.  The  reward 
gradually  came  in  the  growth  of  the  business,  until 
finally  there  was  built  up  a great  industry  at  Mont- 
rose, and  the  products  from  the  factory  in  the  way 
of  sawing  machinery  were  going  to  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  with  them  the  inventor’s  and  manufac- 
turer’s name  and  fame. 

The  demand  for  machinery  was  so  great  that 
about  1880  it  oecame  necessary  to  seek  larger 
quarters,  and  Mr.  Beach  removed  his  plant  to  the 
village  of  Montrose,  where  he  occupied  the  upper 
floor  of  the  building  used  by  the  Agricultural  Works, 
renting  power  of  those  in  charge.  In  1887  Mr. 
Beacli  purchased  the  Agricultural  Works.  This 
same  year,  1887,  he  associated  with  him  in  the  busi- 
ness F.  J.  Brown  and  W.  S.  Benjamin,  a partnership 
which  lasted  some  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  Mr.  Beach  again  became  the  sole  proprietor. 
Up  to  1883  scroll-sawing  machinery  only  was  manu- 
factured, but  since  that  period  and  at  this  time  there 
are  made  at  the  plant  some  twenty  different  kinds 
and  styles  of  sawing  machinery,  suited  to  the  pur- 
pose of  all  manufacturers  of  woodwork,  all  of  Mr. 
Beach’s  own  invention.  These  are  sold  in  every 
State  in  the  Union  and  exported  to  foreign  countries, 
notably  England,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  South 
America  and  to  Mexico  and  Canada.  For  six  con- 
secutive years  Mr.  Beach  received  the  first  prize  at 
the  American  Institute  Fair,  held  in  New  York  City, 
for  scroll-sawing  machinerv.  At  the  Centennial  Ex- 
hibition of  1876,  held  at  Phildelphia,  he  received 
the  highest  award  for  scroll-sawing  machinery,  and 
in  the  report  of  the  eleven  judges,  men  who  were 
selected  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  it  was  stated 
that,  for  simplicity,  speed  and  efficiency,  his  tools 
were  unequalled.  No  class  of  machinery  in  this 
line  has  a greater  reputation  in  the  United  States 
than  those  of  the  Beach  design  and  manufacture,  and 
none  are  more  widely  known.  Mr.  Beach  also  re- 
ceived on  his  machinery  on  exhibition  at  the  World’s 
Fair  in  Chicago,  in  1893,  one  of  the  highest  diplomas 
and  medals  given.  There  are  also  turned  out  at  the 
Beach  works  all  kinds  of  castings  and  machine 
work  in  general.  In  January,  1899,  Mr.  Beach  re- 
tired from  the  active  business  of  manufacturing. 
However,  he  is  by  no  means  inactive,  as  he  is  con- 
nected with  several  large  outside  enterprises. 

Mr.  Beach  has  ever  been  a public-spirited  and 
enterprising  gentleman,  a vigorous  supporter  of 
every  movement  toward  the  advancement  of  Mont- 


rose. He  early  saw  the  advantages  that  would  come 
to  the  borough  from  the  building  of  the  Lackawanna 
& Montrose  railroad,  and  to  him  in  no  little  degree 
are  the  people  indebted  for  its  building.  He  is  one 
of  the  largest  stockholders  in  the  company,  and  has 
served  as  one  of  its  directors.  He  is  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Montrose,  succeeding  in 
1890  William  D.  Lusk;  is  a man  of  means;  and  an 
esteemed  citizen,  genial  and  courteous.  He  is  a self- 
made  man,  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune  and 
worthy  of  the  success  that  is  his.  Politically  he  is 
a Republican.  He  is  a member  of  Four  Brothers 
Post  No.  453,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Montrose.  Mr.  Beach 
married  Jennie  B.,  daughter  of  Rich  Benjamin,  and 
two  children  were  born  to  them : One  son  who  died 
in  infancy,  and  Harry  Wilbur. 

Harry  Wilber  Beach  was  born  January  24, 
1874,  at  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  entered  Lehigh  University, 
where  he  pursued  a mechanical  course,  graduating 
in  1895.  For  two  years  thereafter  he  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  wood-working 
machinery,  and  in  October,  1897,  assumed  entire 
control  of  the  business,  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. On  September  8,  1897,  Mr.  Beach  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jeannette  Ayars  Taylor.  In  religious 
connection  he  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

J.  M.  BAUMAN,  a prominent  retired  citizen 
of  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  has  in  his  eventful 
life  attained  a high  degree  of  success,  not  only  for 
himself,  for  he  has  been  as  well  the  sage  adviser 
and  close  friend  to  many  countrymen,  molding 
their  lives  in  the  direction  of  similar  success  and 
prosperity.  He  has  thus  been  a factor  of  great 
good  in  his  community,  setting  human  activity 
aright  and  giving  direction  to  effort.  There  are 
comparatively  few  men  fitted  by  nature  to  com- 
mand and  lead.  Happy  is  he  who  possesses  this 
gift,  and  whose  heart  prompts  him  to  use  it  for 
the  benefit  of  his  fellow  countrymen.  Mr.  Bau- 
man inherited  a strength  of  conviction,  and  undy- 
ing love  of  human  freedom  and  energy,  which  have 
wrought  in  unison  toward  the  good  of  rich  suc- 
cess in  all  to  which  that  term  applies. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  tradition  says,  was 
born  in  Alsace,  but  fled  to  Wurtemberg  at  the  time 
of  Huguenot  persecution,  locating  at  the  town  of 
Gomaringen,  where  he  spent  his  subsequent  career. 
There  he  left  to  succeed  him  two  sons  and  a daugh- 
ter. John  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  Johan 
Martin  came  to  America  in  1846,  located  in  Hones- 
dale, and  was  for  several  years  in  the  employ  of 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.,  but  subse- 
quently became  a farmer,  and  died  in  Wayne 
county. 

John  Bauman,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  the  town  of  Gomaringen  in  1785,  and  died 
in  1878 ; he  was  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church.  By  occupation  he  was  a lifelong  weaver 
of  cotton  fabrics.  He  married  Anna  B.  Ankele, 
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who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  and  their 
children  were  : ( I ) Catherine,  who  married  Henry 
Reifler,  and  died  at  Gomaringen,  aged  eighty-three 
years;  (2)  Elizabth,  who  married  Michael  Rilling, 
and  died  at  Gomaringen,  aged  sixty-eight  years ; 
(3)  Barbara,  who  died  unmarried,  aged  fifty-seven 
years ; (4)  John,  a weaver  by  trade,  who  died  at 
Gomaringen,  aged  sevnty-two  years;  (5)  Johan 
Martin,  subject  proper  of  this  sketch;  and  (6) 
Dora,  who  married  William  Schmidt,  a farmer  of 
Oregon  township,  Wayne  county. 

Johan  Martin  Bauman,  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  attended  school  in  his  native  town  of 
Gomaringen  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  learned  the  trade  of  weaver  with  his  father, 
and  at  twenty  years  of  age  was  drafted  into  the 
German  army,  serving  over  six  years,  and  receiving 
an  honorable  discharge.  In  was  during  his  period 
of  service,  in  1849,  that  the  uprising  led  by  the 
well  known  Gen.  Sigel  occurred.  Mr.  Bauman  was 
present  at  the  battle  of  Waghiiusel,  which  quelled 
the  uprising,  the  regiment  in  which  he  served  being 
held  in  reserve.  He  was  married  February  27, 
1851,  and  sailed  for  America  the  same  year,  arriv- 
ing in  New  York  June  11,  1851,  after  a voyage  of 
thirty-one  days.  They  came  direct  to  Honesdale, 
where  Mr.  Bauman  entered  a cabinet  shop  and 
worked  gratis  for  three  months  in  order  to  learn 
the  trade.  After  seven  months  employment  he 
quit  cabinet  making  and  became  a clerk  in  a gen- 
eral store,  where  he  worked  for  twelve  years.  He 
had  made  marked  progress  in  the  esteem  of  the 
community,  for  in  i860  (on  the  same  ticket  with 
Abraham  Lincoln)  he  was'  elected  treasurer  of 
Wayne  county.  He  served  his  term,  and  then  en- 
tered the  grocery,  provision,  flour  and  feed  busi- 
ness, carrying  a full  stock  of  all  that  pertains  to  that 
line.  In  1892  he  disposed  of  this  business  and  re- 
tired from  active  life.  He  entered  Honesdale  a poor 
young  man,  but  if  the  ideal  conception  “To  crown 
a youth  of  labor  with  age  and  ease”  was  his  ambi- 
tion. his  cup  of  satisfaction  must  be  well  filled. 

It  is  not  only  in  a financial  way  that  Mr.  Bau- 
man has  been  a success.  Though  popular  with  all 
nationalities,  he  early  became  a leader  among  the 
German  citizens  of  Wayne  county.  He  was  their 
chief  and  counselor.  He  advised  and  admonished, 
settled  differences,  kept  their  interests  as  sacredly 
at  heart  as  he  did  his  own.  Whatever  question 
they  had  an  interest  in,  he  was  their  representative. 
He  served  the  city  of  Honesdale  as  a member  of  the 
council,  as  burgess  several  terms,  and  now  at  his 
advanced  age  is  a member  of  the  city  school  board, 
and  deputy  county  treasurer  of  Wayne  county.  He 
is  also  a director  in  the  First  National  Bank.  When 
Mr.  Bauman  came  to  the  LYuted  States  one  of  the 
most  difficult  obstacles  lie  encountered  was  his 
ignorance  of  the  English  language,  so  he  set  him- 
self to  work  studiously  to  acquire  it.  He  now 
speaks  it  fluently  and  writes  it  with  as  much  ease 
and  accuracy  as  his  mother  tongue.  Wishing  to 
understand  legal  forms,  and  realizing  their  con- 


venience, he  purchased  law  books  and  familiarized 
himself  with  these  and  all  methods  for  the  convey- 
ance of  property.  Knowing  his  extended  knowl- 
edge,  and  having  faith  in  his  judgment,  his  fellow 
countrymen,  when  having  any  business  in  this  line 
to  transact  in  Germany,  give  him  the  power  of  at- 
torney and  he  attends  to  it.  Although  his  life 
has  been  one  of  constant  application  to  business, 
and  notwithstanding  his  seventy-three  years,  an 
age  which  dulls  the  intellect  and  bends  the  frames 
of  most  men,  Mr.  Bauman’s  mind  is  clear  and  act- 
ive as  in  youth,  and,  true  to  his  army  training,  he 
walks  erect,  with  the  dignity  and  assurance  of  step 
characteristic  of  a cavalier. 

Mr.  Bauman  married  Miss  Ursula  Conzelman, 
who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Moessingen,  Germany, 
February  21,  1826,  and  still  survives.  Children  as 
follows  have  been  born  to  them:  (1)  Gottlob,  born 
October  20,  1851,  died  May  15,  1875.  (2)  Edward 
H.,  born  November  16,  1854,  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Honesdale  until  the  age  of  fifteen,  when 
he  began  clerking  in  the  insurance  office  of  H.  W. 
Kalisch,  where  he  remained  until  1877.  That  year 
he  bought  out  Mr.  Kalisch  and  took  up  the  insur- 
ance business  for  himself,  still  continuing  it  with 
ever  increasing  success.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the 
Electric  Light  Company.  Prominent  in  the  Repub- 
lican party,  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  politics, 
serving  as  burgess  three  years  (1894-97),  as  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  auditor,  and  chairman  of  the 
Republican  county  committee  (one  term).  Al- 
though brought  up  a Lutheran,  he  has  for  twenty 
years  affiliated  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  is  a vestryman.  On  October  18,  1877,  he  was 
married  to  Julia  F.  Wilken,  a daughter  of  Rev.  J. 
F.  and  Charlotte  (Heller)  Wilken,  natives  of  Ger- 
many, whose  marriage  occurred  in  this  country ; 
both  are  now  deceased.  One  child  gladdened  the 
home  of  Edward  H.  and  Julia  F.  (Wilken)  Bau- 
man, Charlotte  J.,  born  October  16,  1879.  (3) 

Martin,  born  May  10,  1859,  died  May  3,  1865. 
(4)  John  J.,  born  September  18,  1861,  is  now  a 
practicing  physician  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  His 
early  literary  education  was  secured  in  the  Short- 
ledge  school,  Media,  Penn.  He  then  graduated 
from  the  Poughkeepsie  (N.  Y.)  Business  College, 
and  later  studying  medicine  in  New  York  gradu- 
ated with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  was  appointed 
as  ambulance  surgeon,  and  later  as  house  surgeon, 
at  the  Jersey  City  Hospital,  and  at  present  has  an 
office  in  Jersey  City,  ranking  high  as  a successful 
physician.  (5)  William  C.,  born  in  1864,  is  now 
a member  of  the  Honesdale  Shoe  Co.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Honesdale,  and  at  an 
early  age  entered  the  postoffice,  where  he  remained 
a numer  of  years.  Seeing  the  possibilities  of  the 
West,  he  left  for  that  part  of  the  country,  and  for 
a time  attended  a business  college  at  St.  Paul,  after 
which  he  returned  East,  where  he  has  aptly  dem- 
onstrated his  right  to  be  called  a thorough  and  suc- 
cessful business  man.  He  married  Matilda  Briggs. 

Mr.  Bauman  has  for  years  been  a constant 
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member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at 
ITonesdale,  and  is  one  of  its  chief  supporters,  acting 
for  twc-lve  years  as  its  secretary. 

REV.  ALPHONSO  L.  BENTON,  D.  D.,  the 
efficient  and  faithful  pastor  for  the  past  eighteen 
years  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mont- 
rose, Susquehanna  county,  comes  on  both  sides  from 
a sturdy  New  England  ancestry,  among  whom 
were  patriots  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  On 
his  father’s  side  Dr.  Benton  is  in  the  seventh  gen- 
eration from  Andrew  Benton,  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
the  line  of  his  descent  being  through  Samuel, 
Daniel,  Daniel  (2),  Jacob  and  Chester  Benton; 
while  on  his  mother’s  side  he  is  in  the  ninth  genera- 
tion from  Joseph  Loomis,  his  first  American  an- 
cestor, the  line  of  his  descent  being  through  Deacon 
John,  Thomas,  John,  Timothy,  Dan,  Eleazer  and 
Tirzah  Loomis 

I.  Andrew  Benton,  born  in  1620,  was  in  Mil- 
ford, Conn.,  in  1646,  and  in  1666  resided  inHartford, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1683.  He  held  lands  in 
Hartford. 

II.  Samuel  Benton,  son  of  Andrew  Benton, 
settled  in  Tolland,  Conn.,  where  he  was  probably 
born.  He  was  one  of  the  grantees  in  the  deed  to  the 
first  proprietors  of  Tolland,  May  11,  1719. 

III.  Daniel  Benton,  son  of  Samuel  Benton, 
maried,  in  1722,  Mary  Skinner. 

IV.  Daniel  Benton  (2),  son  of  Daniel  Benton, 
born  in  1723,  married,  in  1746,  Mary  Wheeler. 

V.  Jacob  Benton,  son  of  Daniel  Benton  (2), 
born  in  1754,  married  first,  in  1782,  Sarah  Weston, 
who  died  in  1787,  and  he  married  second,  in  1789, 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Ladd,  Jr.,  of  Tolland, 
Conn.  Jacob  Benton  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  at  seventeen  years  of  age,  being  a dra- 
goon in  the  Continental  army  at  the  battle  of  Sara- 
toga, and  saw  Gen.  Burgoyne  taken  prisoner.  He 
lived  to  be  eighty-nine  years  of  age,  dying  in  1843. 

VI.  Chester  Benton,  son  of  Jacob  Benton  and 
the  father  of  Dr.  Benton,  of  Montrose,  was  born 
February  5,  1798,  at  Tolland,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  He  married,  February  8,  1826, 
Tirzah,  daughter  of  Eleazer  Loomis,  born  March  27, 
1804,  at  Coventry,  Conn.  The  same  year  the  young 
couple  went  overland  to  the  then  wilds  of  western 
New  York,  locating  at  Cortland,  where  they  began 
the  work  of  the  pioneer,  clearing  up  and  improving 
a farm.  They  were  of  that  plain,  sturdy  type  of  New 
England  people  who  left  their  impress  for  good  upon 
the  western  country,  whither  so  many  of  them  went 
in  its  early  settlement.  Religiously  they  were  Pres- 
byterians in  faith,  and  politically  Mr.  Benton  was  a 
Whig  and  later  a Republican.  His  death  occurred 
November  23,  1875,  at  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  where  his 
wife  also  ended  her  days.  Their  children:  (1) 
George  C.,  born  February  7,  1827,  at  Cortland,  N. 
Y.,  married,  1858,  Harriot  Stevens,  of  Cortland, 
In  early  manhood  he  went  to  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  later  to  Chicago,  where  for  years  he 
has  been  a prominent  business  man,  engaging 


largely  in  the  lumber  trade.  (2)  Alphonso  L.  is  re- 
ferred to  farther  on.  (3)  Henry  F.,  born  February 
3,  1837,  at  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  In  1861  he  married  Caroline  L.  Put- 
man, of  Portland.  He  is  the  head  of  the  H.  F.  Ben- 
ton Lumber  Company,  of  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  manu- 
facturers of  sash,  doors  and  blinds,  and  dealers  in 
lumber.  (4)  Melvin  P.,  born  in  1841  at  Cortland,  N. 
Y.,  died  there  in  1864. 

I.  Joseph  Loomis, the  first  American  ancestor  of 
Dr.  Benton,  of  Montrose,  was  born  about  1590  in 
Braintree,  County  of  Essex,  England.  He  'ailed 
from  London  April  11,  1638,  in  the  ship  “Susan 
and  Ellen,”  and  arrived  in  Boston,  Mass.,  July  17, 
1638. 

II.  Deacon  John  Loomis,  son  of  Joseph  Loom- 
is; born  in  1622,  in  England,  married,  in  1649,  Eliza- 
beth Scott,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

III.  Thomas  Loomis,  son  of  Deacon  John 
Loomis,  born  in  1653  , married,  in  1680,  Sarah 
White. 

IV.  John  Loomis,  son  of  Thomas  Loomis, 
born  in  1681,  married  first,  in  1706,  Martha  Osborn, 
and  second,  in  1725,  Ann  Lyman. 

V.  Timothy  Loomis,  son  of  John  Loomis,  born 

in  1718,  married  Ann . 

VI.  Dan  Loomis,  son  of  Timothy  Loomis, 
born  in  1758,  married  Sarah  Fields.  During  the  war 
of  the  Revolution  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army 
in  September,  1776,  as  a private  under  Capt.  Will- 
iam Wilson  and  Col.  Israel  Putnam,  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Stillwater,  and  was  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Burgoyne.  In  August,  1777,  he 
again  enlisted,  in  the  company  of  Light  Horse  under 
Capt.  Joel  Loomis.  He  died  in  1841. 

VII.  Eleazer  Loomis,  son  of  Dan  Loomis, 
born  in  1776,  married  first  Tirzah  Porter,  and  sec- 
ond, in  1803,  Lucretia  Porter. 

VIII.  Tirzah  Loomis,  daughter  of  Eleazer 
Loomis,  and  the  mother  of  Dr.  Alphonso  L.  Benton, 
born  March  27,  1804,  married  Chester  Benton 
February  8,  1826. 

Alphonso  L.  Benton  was  born  November  9, 
1831,  at  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  and  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  the  Cortland  Academy.  He  then  entered 
Hamilton  College,  at  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  and  after  a 
four-years’  course  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
’56.  Following  this  he  took  a three-vears’  course 
of  study  in  the  Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  at 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1859.  He  supplied  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  for  five  months,  and  in  Janu- 
ary, i860,  accepted  a call  from  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Lima,  N.  Y.,  continuing  his  pastoral  rela- 
tions with  that  Church  for  about  eleven  years. 
From  the  autumn  of  1870  until  the  autumn  of  1872 
he  was  associate  pastor  with  Rev.  John  C.  Lord,  D. 
D.,  over  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.  That  fall  he  was  called  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  and  for  nine 
and  one-half  years  sustained  pastoral  relations  with 
that  charge.  Of  these  relations  a writer  in  the  New 
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York  Evangelist  said:  “The  farewell  sermon  was 
preached  to  a crowded  house  in  the  evening.  A 
reception  was  given  to  Mr.  Benton  and  family  on 
Monday  evening,  and  just  before  his  departure  sev- 
eral handsome  sums  of  money  were  presented  him, 
among  them  an  envelope  well  filled  by  the  ladies  of 
■the  Church.  During  his  pastorate  there  have  been 
added  to  the  Church  197,  seventy-three  have  been 
dismissed  to  other  Churches,  and  fifty  have  been  re- 
moved by  death,  leaving  the  present  number  365. 
Our  commodious  and  beautiful  church  edifice,  built 
during  a season  of  severe  commercial  depression, 
with  its  furnishings  cost  about  $33,000;  all  of  this 
sum  was  very  promptly  paid.  The-re  has  been  raised 
in  addition  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Church 
about  $23,820,  making  a total  expenditure  for  home 
support  of  $56,829.  The  aggregate  of  contributions 
for  objects  of  benevolence  has  been  something  over 
$13,200,  or  an  average  of  about  $1,400  per  annum, 
making  a sum  total  of  a little  over  $70,000  which 
has  been  furnished  by  the  congregation  within  the 
term  of  the  pastorate  just  expired.  Ten  years  ago 
next  autumn  Mr.  Benton  came  among  us  to  labor 
in  the  Gospel  ministry,  and  by  his  rare  Christian 
courtesy  and  high  culture  as  a gentleman  imme- 
diatelv  won  the  good  opinion  of  all  classes,  which 
has  strengthened  with  fuller  acquaintance.  He  has 
devoted  himself  with  singleness  of  purpose  to  the 
arduous  duties  incident  to  a faithful  pastor’s  life, 
not  counting  his  own  ease  or  strength,  but  willing 
to  spend  and  be  spent  in  the  Master’s  service,  if 
haplv  he  might  be  instrumental  in  saving  the  souls 
of  the  flock  over  whom  God  had  appointed  him 
the  under  shepherd.  Eternity  will  show  the  results 
of  his  unwearying  efforts,  for  he  determined  to 
know  nothing  among  this  people  but  ‘Christ  and 
Him  crucified.’'  In  May,  1882,  Dr.  Benton  was 
called  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Montrose ; 
was  installed  as  its  pastor  on  November  23  fol- 
lowing, and  with  this  people  he  has  since  labored 
earnestlv  and  faithfully,  and  by  them  himself  and 
wife  are  dearly  beloved.  His  usefulness  in  the 
Church  here  and  to  society  as  a citizen  covering 
this  long  pastorate  have  been  characterized  by  that 
same  earnestness  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the 
Master  and  the  uplifting  of  humanity  which  made 
his  life  so  successful  and  exemplary  in  previous 
pastorates.  A man  of  letters  and  genial,  court- 
eous presence,  he  commands  the  respect  and  ad- 
miration of  those  whose  privilieges  it  is  to  meet 
and  hear  him. 

On  January  4,  i860,  Dr.  Benton  was  married 
to  Miss  Emma  Sandford,  daughter  of  Gen.  Halsey 
Sandford,  late  of  Ovid,  N.  Y.,  and  their  children 
have  been  : George  Parsons,  born  August  4,  1862, 
married  October  12,  1884,  to  Leila  E.  Forbes,  of 
Fredonia,  and  has  one  child;  he  is  a .resident  of 
Chicago,  111.  Emma,  born  March  -5*  1869,  died 
April^o,  1884,  at  Montrose. 

Gen.  Halsey  Sandford,  late  of  Ovid,  N.  Y.,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Benton,  belonged  to  a distin- 
guished familv.  The  Sandford  family  history  is 
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traced  back  in  a direct  line  to  Thomas  de  Sand- 
ford, who  was  in  the  army  of  William  the  Con- 
queror, and  whose  name  is  written  in  the  famous 
Roll  of  Battle  Abbey.  After  the  Conquest  .he 
obtained  as  his  part  of  the  spoils  the  lands  of 
Sandford  in  Shropshire,  and  there  founded  the 
family  which  is  still  in  possession  of  the  same 
land  by  regular  descent.  The  first  of  the  family 
in  this  country  was  Ezekiel,  who  settled  in  South- 
hampton, L.  1.,  in  or  before  1670,  and  from  whom 
Gen.  Halsey  Sandford  was  a descendant  in  the 
sixth  generation,  the  line  being  through  Ezekiel, 
Jr.,  Zachariah,  Joel  and  Dr.  Jared  Sandford. 

Dr.  Jared  Sandford,  son  of  Joel  Sandford, 
was  born  in  Southampton,  L.  I.,  in  1774,  and 
settled  at  Ovid,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1796.  He 
was  the  first  postmaster  at  Ovid,  appointed  in  1801  ; 
was  the  first  surrogate  of  Seneca  county,  appointed 
in  1804,  and  was  appointed  associate  judge  in 
1813.  He  was  eminent  and  successful  in  his  pro- 
fession. In  1801  he  married  Sally  R.  Halsey, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Silas  Halsey,  who  moved  from 
Southampton,  L.  I.,  to  Ovid,  N.  Y.,  in  1792.  Both 
were  remarkable  for  character  and  intellectual 
ability,  and  Judge  Halsey  was  the  most  notable 
man  of  his  day  in  all  that  region.  Two  of  the  sons 
of  Dr.  Jared  Sandford  attained  positions  at  the 
head  of  the  New  York  Bar — Lewis  Halsey  Sand- 
ford as  chancellor  and  judge  of  the  Supreme 
court,  and  Edward  Sandford  as  a practicing  at- 
torney. To  these  may  be  added  the  name  of  Dr. 
Sandford  Eastman,  whose  mother  was  also  their 
mother,  who  stood  in  the  medical  profession  in 
Buffalo  where  his  brothers  had  stood  earlier  in 
the  legal  profession  in  New  York  City. 

Gen.  Halsev  Sandford,  son  of  Dr.  Jared 
Sandford,  was  born  in  1801  in  Seneca  county,  N. 
Y.,  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  received  a common- 
school  education.  In  1821  he  located  in  that  part 
of  the  town  of  Reading,  Steuben  county,  that  after- 
ward became  Starkey,  in  Yates  county,  as  a mer- 
chant. He  was  the  first  town  clerk  of  Starkey 
after  the  organization  of  Yates  county,  and  was 
also  for  a time  postmaster  in  the  village.  In  1830 
he  sold  out  his  mercantile  business,  and  in  1831 
removed  to  Modi,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  where  he 
again  engaged  in  mercantile  and  produce  business, 
retiring  in  1838.  He  was  supervisor  of  the  town 
of  Lodi  in  1836,  1837  and  1838.  In  the  fall  of 
the  latter  year  he  was  elected  clerk  of  Seneca 
county,  and  he  held  the  office  one  term — three 
years.  In  1848  he  moved  to  Ovid  and  resumed 
his  old  business,  merchandising,  successfully  en- 
gaging in  same  until  1861.  He  was  the  postmaster 
of  Ovid  for  ten  years,  commissioner  of  excise 
four  years,  and  superintendent  of  the  poor  three 
years.  In  the  old  military  days  he  was  colonel 
of  the  Tenth  Regiment  of  Cavalry  of  New  York, 
later  brigadier-general  of  the  Fifth  Brigade,  and 
finallv  major-general  of  the  Third  Divison  of  the 
same  corps.  On  May  1,  1822,  he  married  Fannv 
M.  Howrell,  born  January  16,  1801,  daughter  of 
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Roger  and  Elizabeth  Howell,  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  natives  of  Southampton,  L.  I.,  and  to  them 
were  born:  Howell,  Sarah,  Helen,  Emma  (Mrs. 
Dr.  Benton),  Jared,  Lewis  and  Montgomery.  The 
parents  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  on  May 
i,  1872.  He  died  in  March,  1885,  and  she  passed 
away  June  6,  1888. 

THOMAS  BROWN,  deceased,  was  during 
his  lifetime  an  active  figure  in  business  and  public 
circles  in  Tracy ville  and  Honesdale,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  for  a number  of  years  as 
a contractor  and  builder. 

Mr.  Brown  was  a native  of  Cornwall,  England, 
born  in  1827,  and  his  parents,  Thomas  and  Grace 
Brown,  passed  their  entire  lives  in  that  country. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  country  of  his 
birth,  and  also  learned  the  millwright’s  trade  and 
boat  building, following  the  latter  vocation  until  he 
came  to  this  country,  after  which  he  turned  his 
attention  to  carpenter  contracting  and  millwright- 
ing.  He  was  married,  in  Cornwall,  to  Miss  Mary 
Box,  and  they  came  to  America  with  their  two  sons, 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  locating  in  Honesdale, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  Mr.  Brown  purchased  a 
home  and  commenced  contracting.  He  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  prosperous  career  when  he  ob- 
tained the  contract  for  the  Honesdale  court  house, 
and  he  did  many  other  important  pieces  of  work, 
commanding  in  his  day  a large  and  profitable  pat- 
ronage in  his  line  throughout  this  part  of  Wayne 
county,  where  he  had  a reputation  second  to  none  for 
honest,  reliable  work  and  honorable  dealing.  In 
1868  he  bought  the  Gilbert  property  in  Tracy  ville, 
one  of  the  finest  homes  in  that  town,  and  there  he 
resided  until  his  death,  in  November,  1877.  His 
first  wife  died  not  long  after  they  settled  here,  in 
Damascus  township,  Waynfi  county,  leaving  two 
sons,  Thomas,  who  died  in  young  manhood,  and 
John,  who  is  now  a resident  of  Portland,  Oregon, 
and  Mr.  Brown  returned  to  England  and  mar- 
ried her  sister  Elizabeth,  who  survives  him.  To 
this  union  were  also  born  two  sons,  Samuel  and 
William  H.  Samuel,  born  in  England  in  1853, 
grew  to  manhood  in  Honesdale  and  received  his 
educatiqn  in  the  public  schools  here,  acquiring  also 
a practical  commercial  training.  He  held  the  po- 
sition of  commissioner’s  clerk  in  Wayne  county 
for  a number  of  years.  In  February,  1876,  he 
married  Miss  Emma  Frost,  of  Weehawken,  N.  J., 
and  they  resided  in  Honesdale,  where  he  died  in 
1893,  leaving  six  children,  Maud,  Thomas,  Annie, 
Kate,  Lizzie  and  Anita,  all  of  whom  live  with 
their  mother  in  New  Jersey.  William  H.  Brown 
was  born  in  1855  in  Cornwall,  England,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Honesdale.  He  learned  the 
carpenter  trade,  which  he  followed  all  his  life. 
In  May,  1893,  he  married  Miss  Emma  Henderson, 
of  Honesdale,  who  was  born  in  England  and  came 
to  this  country  in  childhood  with  her  parents, 
William  and  Mary  Henderson,  who  settled  in 
Honesdale.  The  young  couple  took  up  their 


residence  with  his  mother  in  Tracy  ville,  and  there 
he  died,  in  January,  1898.  He  left  no  family. 
The  father,  Thomas  Brown,  was  actively  identified 
with  the  affairs  of  his  adopted  place,  held  a num- 
ber of  local  offices  here,  and  for  one  term  filled  the 
position  of  county  commissioner,  giving  univer- 
sal satisfaction  in  every  capacity.  He  won  a place 
for  himself  among  the  most  respected  citizens  of 
the  community,  and  his  widow  shares  the  esteem 
m which  he  was  held  by  all.  She  is  now  passing 
her  days  in  the  home  in  Tracy  ville,  living  in  peace- 
ful retirement,  saddened,  however,  by  the  loss  of 
her  husband  and  the  more  recent  taking  away  of 
her  sons,  who  were  still  in  the  prime  of  their  early 
manhood.  She  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  as  was  also  her  husband.  Fraternally  he 
was  a Mason,  holding  membership  with  Lodge 
No  218,  of  Honesdale.  He  was  a Democrat  in 
political  faith. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brown  was  born  in  1832  in 
Cornwall,  England,  and  was  one  of  the  eleven 
children  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Burrows) 
Box,  who  lived  and  died  in  Cornwall.  The  father 
was  one  of  the  principal  business  men  of  his  lo- 
cality, owning  large  machine  shops  which  he  con- 
ducted up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Of  their  family, 
Thomas  married,  and  raised  a family  in  Canada, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  Samuel  mar- 
ried a Miss  Wing,  of  England,  and  they  made  their 
home  with  their  family  in  Toronto,  Canada.  Will- 
iam  died  in  England.  Henry  and  Edward  are  liv- 
ing in  Cornwall.  Sarah,  Mrs.  Chub,  has  her 
home  in  England.  Mary  was  the  first  wife  of 
Thoms  Brown.  Elizabeth  was  reared  and  educat- 
ed in  England,  receiving  a good  practical  educa- 
tion. Fannie  married  David  Mills,  and  they  came 
from  England  and  settled  at  Bethany,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  followed  milling;  she  died 
some  years  ago,  leaving  two  sons,  Samuel  and 
John,  who  are  both  residents  of  Wayne  county. 

GEORGE  T.  RODMAN,  M.  D„  occupies  a 
foremost  place  among  the  medical  lights  of  AVayne 
county,  for  though  still  a young  man  he  has  won 
recognition  as  a skillful  physician  and  surgeon, 
with  unusual  ability  for  the  profession  which  he  has 
adopted.  He  commands  an  extensive  practice  in 
Hawley,  where  he  resides,  and,  indeed,  all  over 
Wayne  county,  enjoying  an  enviable  popularity 
among  both  his  professional  brethren  and  fellow 
men,  by  whom  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  as 
a physician  and  as  a man. 

Dr.  Rodman  is  a native  of  Hawley,  born  June 
28,  1864,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Susan  (Long- 
street)  Teeter,  who  were  also  natives  of  this  State, 
the  father  born. in  Monroe  county,  the  mother  in 
Wayne  county.  George  Teeter  was  a successful 
self-made  man,  ambitious  and  persevering  in  his 
desire  to  secure  a good  education  and  advance  him- 
self in  life.  While  working  as  a brakeman  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Gravity  railroad  he  spent  such  leisure 
moments  as  he  had  studying  from  clippings  taken 


COMMEMORATIVE . BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


195 


out  of  his  geography,  arithmetic  and  other  books  of 
practical  use,  and  after  his  marriage,  in  1862,  his 
wife,  who  was  an  intelligent  and  educated  woman, 
aided  hmi  materially  in  this  respect.  Immediately 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Teeter  volunteered  with  a 
company  of  nine-months’  men  and  served  as  first 
lieutenant  of  his  company,  his  command  being  at- 
tached to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen. 
Hancock.  In  1865  Mr.  Teeter  went  to  Illinois  and 
obtained  a situation  at  Murphysboro,  on  the  Mobile 
& Ohio  railroad,  his  wife  and  little  son  joining  him 
in  November,  1866.  Here  she  rapidly  developed 
consumption,  and  in  May,  1867,  witn  her  only 
child,  George,  returned  to  her  early  home  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  she  died  in  August  following. 
After  her  death,  on  account  of  his  work,  Mr. 
Teeter  was  obliged  to  remain  in  Illinois,  where  he 
was  killed  in  1877  on  the  Mobile  & Ohio  railroad 
crossing,  just  below  Murphysboro,  where  he  was 
living.  Returning  home  one  evening  in  the  face 
of  a strong  wind,  he  was  caught  in  the  darkness 
and  mangled  beneath  a train.  He  had  risen  to  the 
position  of  master  mechanic  and  machinist  on  the 
railroad,  and  was  serving  in  that  capacity  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  laid  to  rest  at  Murphvs- 
boro,  111.  Mr.  Teeter  was  a member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  was  a faithful  and  active  worker 
for  its  interests  wherever  he  was.  He  was  a per- 
sonal friend  of  John  Logan. 

George  T.  Rodman  was  two  years  old  when 
he  removed  with  his  mother  to  Murhpysboro,  111., 
and  six  months  later  he  returned  to  Hawley  with 
his  mother,  who  was  anxious  to  secure  a home  for 
him  before  her  death.  After  that  event  he  was 
legallv  adopted  by  his  aunt  and  uncle,  Iveturah 
(Longstreet)  and  James  T.  Rodman,  who  had  no 
children  of  their  own,  and  he  was  reared  in  their 
home  in  Hawley,  up  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years  at- 
tending school  and  assisting  his  uncle  in  the  drug 
store.  For  one  year  afterward  he  was  employed 
in  the  Delaware  & Hudson  office  as  telegraph  oper- 
ator at  Hawley,  anu  he  then  went  to  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  opened  and  took  charge  of  the  office 
of  the  American  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  whose  equip- 
ment in  Port  Jervis  was  so  scanty  at  that  time  that 
the  instrument  on  which  he  took  his  first  message 
stood  on  a dry-goods  box.  Plowever,  be  succeeded 
so  well  in  getting  affairs  at  that  office  afloat  that  the 
Erie  Co.,  realizing  that  his  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  business  in  general  would  make  him  a val- 
uable employe,  offered  him  special  inducements  to 
enter  their  employ,  and  he  remained  with  them  seven 
months,  as  supply  man.  His  next  move  was  to 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  was  engaged  by  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.  on  commercial  work 
for  several  months,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time, 
finding  that  indoor  work  was  undermining  his 
health,  he  abandoned  telegraphy  and  went  to  work 
in  a sawmill,  in  which  he  continued  for  three 
months.  Having  recuperated  somewhat,  he  ac- 
cepted a position  with  the  United  States  Express 
Co.  as  train  messenger  at  Carbondale,  111.,  on  the 


Wabash,  Chester  & Western  railroad,  but  after  two 
months  there  he  was  injured  in  a wreck  and  re- 
turned to  Hawley,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 
In  the  fall  of  1882  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine, 
reading  with  Dr.  H.  B.  Stevens,  of  Hawley,  after 
which  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  New  York,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated on  March  6,  1886,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
Pie  commenced  general  practice  in  Hawley  immedi- 
ately, and  has  continued  it  successfully  up  to  the 
present  time,  winning  the  confidence  and  good 
opinion  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  either 
in  professional  or  private  life — as  a man  worthy 
the  position  he  holds  among  his  fellow  men — by  his 
many  sterling-  traits  of  character.  Dr.  Rodman  is 
thoroughly  versed  in  the  healing  art,  and  he  de- 
serves the  high  rank  which  he  has  attained  as  a 
medical  man  in  Wayne  county,  for  he  has  devoted 
himself  faithfully  to  his  studies  and  practice,  keep- 
ing up  with  the  times  in  every  respect.  As  a sur- 
geon he  has  distinguished  himself  by  his  success 
in  several  difficult  operations  in  this  locality,  but 
his  time  and  attention  are  given  mainly  to  his  large 
general  practice,  which  calls  him  all  over  Wayne 
county.  In  November,  1896,  Dr.  Rodman  was 
again  unanimously  elected  a member  of  the  board 
of  health  of  Hawley  and  asked  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion, and  he  has  served  as  president  and  secretary 
of  the  board,  giving  universal  satisfaction  in  that 
incumbency.  He  is  examining  physician  for  the 
Aetna,  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life,  the  Mutual 
Benefit  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  several  other  large 
insurance  companies. 

Dr.  Rodman  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
union,  with  Miss  Sarah  Sharpsteen,  was  celebrated 
September  15,  1887,  at  Honesdale,  Rev.  W.  L. 
Thorp,  an  M.  E.  minister,  performing  the  ceremony. 
She  died  May  3,  1893,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two 
years,  qnd  was  laid  to  rest  in  Dyberry  cemetery. 
She  was  the  mother  of  one  child,  Mabel  Sarah, 
who  lives  with  her  father  at  Hawley.  On  October 
1,  1894,  at  Honesdale,  Dr.  Rodman  was  married, 
by  Rev.  C.  A.  Benjamin,  pastor  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  to  Miss  Mary  H.  Sharpsteen,  who  was 
born  October  1,  1871,  in  Honesdale,  and  was  a 
younger  sister  of  his  first  wife.  One  child  has 
blessed  this  marriage,  Silvia  Adelaide. 

Mrs.  Rodman’s  parents,  John  H.  and  Phoebe 
(Williams)  Sharpsteen,  were  born  respectively  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
New  York  State,  and  were  married  in  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county.  They  had  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, viz. : Sarah,  born  in  Honesdale,  who  was  the 
first  wife  of  Dr.  Rodman ; Martha,  unmarried,  who 
lives  at  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; Austin,  a life  insurance 
agent,  living  in  Honesdale ; Harriet,  of  Scranton, 
Penn.;  Mary  H.,  wife  of  Dr.  Rodman;  John,  of 
Honesdale,  who  is  a mail  clerk ; and  Ella,  unmar- 
ried, living  in  Honesdale.  The  father  had  charge 
of  a crew  on  the  canal,  and  he  was  killed  at  Hones- 
dale, October  16,  1893,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-four 
years,  while  engaged  in  loading  a boat  lying  in  one 
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of  the  slips ; he  slipped  and  fell  through  a hatchway. 
He  was  buried  at  Honesdale  by  the  side  of  lus 
daughter.  Mrs.  Sharpsteen,  now  aged  sixty-two 
years,  makes  her  home  with  her  children  in  Hones- 
dale, enjoying  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  her.  She 
came  to  Wayne  county  when  a young  woman.  In 
religious  connection  she  is  a faithful  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Sharpsteen  was  a Prohibi- 
tionist in  political  sentiment.  He  was  a son  of  Ste- 
phen and  Sally  (Swingle,  originally  Zwingli) 
Sharpsteen,  his  mother  being  a descendant  of  Zwin- 
gdi,  the  great  Swiss  reformer  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury. 

In  fraternal  connection  Dr.  Rodman  is  a popu- 
lar member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees,  and  religiously  he  unites  with  M.  E. 
Church.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial 
and  valuable  citizens  of  Hawley,  and  no  resident  of 
that  place  is  more  sincerely  appreciated  or  admired 
by  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  well  wishers.  The 
Doctor  gives  his  political  support  to  the  Republican 
party. 

JAMES  T.  RODMAN  needs  no  introduction 
to  the  readers  of  this  volume,  for  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult indeed  to  find  a citizen  of  Wayne  county, 
especially  in  the  vicinity  of  Hawley,  more  widely 
known  than  he  is,  and  we  may  safely  say  the  same 
of  his  talented  wife,  who  shares  with  him  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  their  neighbors  and  friends  every- 
where. They  were  for  many  years  numbered 
among  the  leading  educators  of  the  county,  and  not 
a few  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  present  gen- 
eration received  their  literary  training  under  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rodman  during  their  active  years  as  in- 
structors. 

Mr.  Rodman  was  born  October  5,  1826,  in 

Hillsdale,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the  family 
had  been  represented  for  several  generations.  His 
great-grandfather,  who  was  a farmer  at  Hillsdale, 
died  there  when  over  eighty-five  years  old,  and  the 
grandfather,  Joseph  Rodman,  engaged  in  farming 
on  the  homestead  during  his  early  life.  When  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  canal  opened,  in  1828,  he 
moved  from  Hillsdale  to  Rondout,  Ulster  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business, 
continuing  same  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  at  a ripe  old  age.  He  married  a Miss 
Tyler.  After  his  decease  his  children  carried  on 
the  establishment  in  Rondout. 

Nathaniel  T.  Rodman,  father  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  opens  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Hills- 
dale April  8,  1803,  and  was  an  agriculturist  during 
the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  married  Fanny 
Knapp,  who  was  also  a native  of  New  York  State, 
born  March  23,  1806,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  four  children:  James  T. ; Susanna  F.,  who  mar- 
ried Andrew  S.  Hendricks  (both  are  now  de- 
ceased) ; Sarah,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Cornelia 
L.,  widow  of  Joseph  L.  Clark,  a farmer  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.  Nathaniel  Rodman  lived  for  a time 
in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  thence  removing  to  Beaver 


Brook,  same  State,  and  subsequently,  in  i860,  to 
Paupac,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.  There  Mrs.  Rodman 
passed  away  February  16,  1874,  and  for  several 
years  afterward  he  continued  to  farm  in  a small 
way,  finally  coming  to  Hawley  to  spend  his  remain- 
ing days  with  his  son  James  T.  Only  a few  days 
later  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest,  dying  December 
7,  1882,  and  he  was  buried  with  his  wife  in  Hawley. 
They  were  devout  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

James  T.  Rodman  spent  his  boyhood  days' on 
his  father’s  farm,  helping  with  the  work  at  home 
until  he  was  about  seventeen,  when  he  commenced 
his  career  as  a teacher.  His  first  school  was  at 
Parker’s  Glen  (then  known  as  Handsome  Eddy), 
Sullivan  So.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  one  term, 
and  from  that  time  until  1855  he  taught  at  different 
places  in  Sullivan  and  Orange  counties,  N.  Y.,  with 
the  exception  of  one  year — 1850 — which  he  spent 
in  New  York  City,  employed  as  acting  captain  of 
the  steamer  “James  Madison” ; prior  to  this  he  was 
cashier  and-receiver  in  the  office  of  J.  F.  Rodman, 
superintendent  of  the  Citizens  Line,  on  the  North 
river.  In  1855  Mr.  Rodman  took  up  his  residence 
in  Hawley,  teaching  in  the  public  schools  here  up 
to  the  time  of  his  marriage,  after  which  he  and  his. 
wife  conducted  a select  school  until  1878.  Mr. 
Rodman  opened  the  drug  business  which  he  still 
conducts,  in  1864,  but  as  he  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  Civil  war  that  year  he  was  obliged  to  give  it 
up  until  his  return  from  the  army  in  1865,  since 
when  he  has  given  much  time  and  attention  to  the 
store,  carrying  a complete  line  of  drugs,  stationery, 
newspapers,  etc.  He  has  been  as  successful  in  a 
commercial  way  as  he  was  in  his  profession,  which 
in  this  case  is  saying  much,  for  in  his  da}'  he  held 
his  own  with  the  most  popular  and  able  teachers  of 
Wayne  county..  Mr.  Rodman  received  his  early 
education  at  tne  public  schools  and  the  Pough- 
keepsie high  school  and  Teachers  Seminary,  and 
has  been  a constant  reader  and  student  of  the  best 
in  literature  and  history,  storing  his  mind  both  for 
pleasure  and  profit,  for  by  continual  application  he 
was  able  to  advance  himself  yearly  in  his  profession 
until  he  reached  the  front  rank  and  won  recognition 
for  his  ability  and  thorough  competence  wherever 
his  work  called  him.  On  December  8,  1870,  he 
was  appointed  on  the  committee  to  examine  appli- 
cants for  State  certificates.  The  importance  of  the 
educator  as  an  elevator  of  the  social  and  moral  status 
of  the  community  has  been  better  understood  in 
this  century  perhaps  than  ever  before,  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  the  personal  influence  of  a 
teacher  on  his  or  her  pupils  may  have  a lasting- 
effect  for  good  if  properly  directed,  especially  when 
that  teacher  has  a strength  of  character  which 
would  call  forth  admiration  from  old  as  well  as 
young.  Many  of  Mr.  Rodman’s  pupils  look  upon 
him  as  one  of  their  best  friends,  and  during  the 
years  of  his  service  as  teacher  in  Hawley  he  won 
golden  opinions  from  every  source  for  his  fitness, 
his  tact  and  his  success  in  his  chosen  calling. 

On  September  15,  1864,  Mr.  Rodman  enlisted 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


197 


in  the  Union  army  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  as  a member 
of  Company  B,  Fifth  New  York  Volunteer  Artil- 
lery, First  Battalion,  which  was  sent  to  Flarper’s 
Ferry,  and  he  served  faithfully  until  the  close  of 
the  Rebellion,  being  mustered  out  June  22,  1865, 
lie  was  an  active  participant  in  the  batt:e  of  Cedar 
Creek,  under  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan,  and  various 
skirmishes,  and  was  a credit  to  his  command,  dis- 
tinguishing himself  throughout  his  service  by  his 
coolness  ana  bravery  under  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances. Fie  is  now  a prominent  member  of  James 
J\l.  Thorp  Post  No.  195,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is 
commander,  and  of  the  Veterans  Association  of  the 
F'ifth  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery,  in  whose 
affairs  he  takes  an  active  interest. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Rodman  is  a member  of  the 
F.  & A.  M.,  in  which  he  is  past  master;  of  the 
1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  K.  of  H.  He  is  a Repub- 
lican in  political  sentiment,  and  though  not  a poli- 
tician in  the  usual  sense  of  the  term,  he  has  the 
welfare  of  his  party  at  heart,  particularly  in  Na- 
tional issues.  For  three  years,  up  to  1896,  he  acted 
as  burgess  in  Hawley,  and  on  August  2,  1888,  he 
was  appointed,  by  Gov.  Beaver,  justice  of  the  peace 
to  till  an  unexpired  term,  continuing  to  serve  in 
that  capacity  until  February,  1891.  Mr.  Rodman  is 
a faithful  member  of  the  1VI.  E.  Church,  and  Mrs. 
Rodman  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Both  are 
liberal  supporters  of  these  Churches. 

On  December  26,  i860,  James  T.  Rodman  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Hawley,  Penn.,  with  Miss 
ixeturah  Longstreet,  who  was  born  November  2, 
1824,  in  Milford,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.  They  have  had 
no  children,  but  they  reared  a nephew  of  Mrs.  Rod- 
man's, George  T.  Rodman,  who  has  taken  their 
name,  and  who  is  now  a prominent  and  successful 
physician  of  Hawley.  Mrs.  Rodman’s  family,  the 
Longstreets,  is  one  of  high  standing  in  the  East 
and  is  of  German  origin.  The  first  ancestor  of 
whom  we  have  record  in  the  United  States  is  Rich- 
ard Longstreet,  or  Langstrasse,  who  was  of  German 
extraction,  and  settled  in  1657  in  Monmouth  coun- 
ty, N.  J.  Some  of  his  descendants  removed  to 
Sussex  and  Morris  counties,  N.  J.,  and  others 
went  South  as  far  as  Georgia,  Gen.  James  Long- 
street belonging  to  this  branch  of  the  family. 
Col.  Christopher  Longstreet,  of  Revolutionary 
fame,  was  in  early  life  a pioneer  settler  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Great  Bend  and  New  Milford,  Penn., 
where  he  was  a large  landholder.  After  some  years 
residence  there  he  returned  to  his  native  State,  and 
according  to  its  archives  was  a member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  New  Jersey  in  1800.  He  was  the 
paternal  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Rodman. 

Louis  Longstreet,  her  father,  was  a native  of 
New  Jersey,  and  there  passed  his  early  life,  follow- 
ing farming  and  lumbering.  In  1822  he  removed 
to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  where  he  resided  until  1829, 
the  year  of  his  settling  in  Wayne  county,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  engaging  in  lum- 
bering altogether  during  his  residence  here.  He 
was  married  in  New  Jersey  to  Elizabeth  A.  Goble, 


who  was  born  in  that  State,  where  her  parents, 
Nathaniel  and  Azuban  A.  (Price)  Goble,  resided 
for  many  years,  finally  removing  to  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  where  they  died.  Mr.  Goble  was  a farmer, 
and  he  and  his  family  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Pike  county.  His  grandfather  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  To  Louis  and  Elizabeth 
A.  ( Goble)  Longstreet  were  born  eleven  children, 
of  whom  the  eldest,  Nathan,  is  deceasd;  Keturah 
is  the  wife  of  James  T.  Rodman;  William  R.  died 
in  1872;  Sarah  A.  died  in  1845;  Samuel  P.,  who 
was  an  attorney,  died  in  1881  ; Isabella  D.  married, 
in  1850,  James  Cromwell,  who  is  a farmer  of 
Abington,  Luzerne  county,  Penn,  (she  died  in 
1868);  Margaret  married  William  Bernstein,  and 
she  and  her  husband  are  both  deceased ; Susan  H. 
died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  leaving 
one  son,  George  T.,  who  is  now  a prominent  phy- 
sician of  Hawley  (her  husband,  George  H.  Teeter, 
was  killed  on  the  railroad,  in  Illinois,  in  1877)  1 
Lucy  is  the  widow  of  Charles  Slielp,  of  East  Flaw- 
ley,  Penn. ; Francis  P.,  an  attorney,  died  in  1880. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  in  1870,  aged  seventy- 
five  years,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  1881, 
aged  seventy-six.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Prompton,  Penn.,  she  at  Hawley.  They 
were  earnest  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
though  in  her  later  years  Mrs.  Longstreet  united 
with  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Mrs.  Keturah  (Longstreet)  Rodman  received 
only  ordinary  advantages  for  an  education  in  her 
early  years,  but  by  hard  work  and  faithful  attention 
to  such  opportunities  as  came  in  her  way  she  man- 
aged to  fit  herself  for  teaching  by  the  time  she  was 
sixteen,  and  after  that  supported  herself  and  saved 
enough  besides  to  enable  her  to  broaden  her  knowl- 
edge from  time  to  time  by  attendance  at  different 
academies,  etc.  In  1848  Miss  Longstreet  entered 
the  Mt.  Holyoke  (Mass.)  Seminary  (since  char- 
tered coliege),  where  she  spent  one  vear,  by  faith- 
ful study  succeeding  in  reaching  the  middle  class  at 
the  close  of  that  term.  She  then  resumed  her  voca- 
tion, and  taught  in  Hawley  and  Honesdale,  Penn., 
during  the  four  succeeding  years;  in  the  meantime 
aiding  her  younger  brothers  and  sisters  in  obtain- 
ing an  education.  In  1853  she  returned  to  the 
Seminary,  and  graduated  August  4,  1854,  having 
completed  the  four-years’  course  of  study  in  two 
years.  She  has  continued  to  read  and  supplement 
her  early  studies  until  she  is  now  considered  one  of 
the  best-informed,  cleverest  and  most  brilliant 
women  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  where  her 
culture  and  thorough  familiarity  witn  the  best  lit- 
erature, etc.,  have  won  her  universal  admiration  and 
respect.  She  taught  school  forty  years  in  all,  a 
great  part  of  that  time  in  Hawley,  where,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  she  and  her  husband  conducted  a 
select  school  for  about  eighteen  years.  They 
occupy  a high  position  among  the  intelligent  people 
of  Wayne  comity,  old  and  young  alike  holding  them 
in  high  esteem  for  their  many  winning  qualities  of 
head  and  heart. 
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ALPHEUS  F.  WHIPPLE  ranks  among  the 
successful  fanners  of  Susquehanna  county  who 
have  made  their  way  to  the  front  rank  in  thir  call- 
ing by  intelligence,  good  judgment  and  well-direct- 
ed effort,  and  he  is  one  of  the  native-born  citizens 
of  Silver  Lake  township  who  are  a credit  to  their 
community. 

David  Whipple,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  there 
passed  his  earlier  years.  Moving  thence  to  New 
York  State,  he  settled  at  Duanesburg,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  May, 
1850.  He  married  Miss  Johanna  Jones,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  four  sons  and 
one  daughter : Pattie  died,  unmarried,  at  the  home 

of  our  subject;  William  married  and  settled  near 
Brackney,  in  Silver  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  living  there  for  some  years,  after  which 
he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Schenectady  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  died ; John  owned  and  occupied 
the  farm  of  our  subject  for  some  time,  but  finally 
returned  to  New  York  State  and  lived  in  Cattar- 
augus county,  where  he  died  (he  married  Phoebe 
Read,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Theron,  who  resides  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y., 
and  Serepta  (Mrs.  Samuel  Wilbur),  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y.)  ; Joseph  was  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Samuel  lived  in  Silver  Lake  township  for  some 
years,  thence  removing  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died  (he  married  Phoebe  Cleveland,  of  Schenec- 
tady county,  N.  Y.,  and  of  their  children,  John  C. 
is  a resident  of  Oakland,  Cal. ; Annis  and  Zada, 
both  unmarried,  also  make  their  home  in  that 
State) . 

Joseph  Whipple  was  born  December  27,  1787, 
in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  his  early 
life.  Like  all  his  brothers,  he  migrated  to  Penn- 
sylvania, settling  in  Silver  Lake  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  his  first  home  being  on  the  place  now 
owned  by  Mr.  Patton.  In  1815  he  purchased  the 
farm  of  his  brother  John  and  one  hundred  acres 
adjoining,  and  hither  he  brought  his  family,  erect- 
ing on  this  property  the  second  frame  house  in  the 
township,  the  Dr.  Rose  homestead  being  the  first. 
Here  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  meeting  with  encouraging  suc- 
cess and  becoming  one  of  the  most  substantial  as 
well  as  extensive  farmers  of  the  township,  for  he 
cleared  a large  farm  and  derived  a good  income 
from  it.  He  was  well  known  and  highly  respected 
throughout  the  neighborhood,  where  in  the  course 
of  his  long  and  busy  life  he  made  many  friends,  and 
his  death,  in  1872,  was  widely  mourned.  Joseph 
Whipple  married  Miss  Betsey  Fitch,  a native  of 
Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1859,  leaving  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  were  liv- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  father’s  death.  We  have  the 
following  record  of  this  family:  Patty,  born  Feb- 

ruary 19,  1814,  was  married  (first)  to  Julius 
Gould,  who  died  not  long  afterward,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Juliet,  who  is  now  the  widow  of  Milo 
Travis,  of  Liberty.  Mrs.  Gould  subsequently  mar- 


ried James  Gage,  and  they  located  in  Silver  Lake,, 
where  he  died.  Six  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  Leonard,  Ebenezer,  Asher,  Mary,  Betsey 
and  Johanna.  The  mother  is  still  living,  in  New 
York  State.  (2)  Jonathan,  born  in  1815,  moved 
when  a young  man  to  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Yd, 
where  he  married  a Miss  Tracy,  and  of  their  chil- 
dren, two  are  living,  George  and  Joseph,  who  are 
residents  of  New  Yrork  State.  Jonathan  Whipple 
died  in  1897,  at  his  home  in  Cattaraugus  county. 
(3)  Nancy,  born  in  1817,  became  the  wife  of  Ed- 
mund Stewart,  and  settled  in  Cattaraugus  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  she  is  still  living.  They  have  three 
children,  Edmund,  Ophelia  and  Horatio.  (4) 
Henry  F.,  born  October  20,  1819,  married  and  re- 
moved to  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.  He  enlisted 
in  the  Union  service  during  the  Civil  war,  was 
taken  prisoner  and  starved  to  death  at  Anderson- 
ville.  He  had  three  sons,  Alfred,  William  and 
Spencer,  of  whom  the  last  named  has  become  quite 
prominent  in  political  affairs  in  New  York,  having 
represented  his  State  in  the  Assembly  two  terms, 
and  he  is  now  clerk  of  the  Senate  of  New  York. 
(5)  Johanna,  born  in  September,  1821,  married 
Asher  Hance,  and  for  some  time  they  resided  at 
Brookdale,  Susquehanna  county,  on  the  old  Hance 
homestead.  Later  they  settled  in  New  York  State, 
where  Mrs.  Hance  died  leaving  four  children,  Au- 
gustus, John,  Cornelia  (wife  of  George  C.  Hill,  of 
Silver  Lake),  and  Jennie  (wife  of  Norman  Meeker, 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.).  (6)  Sarah,  born  in  May, 

1824,  married  James  Lester.  They  resided  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  where  she  died  in  1895,  leaving  five 
children,  Alpheus,  who  lives  in  Kansas ; Alonzo ; 
Lucetta,  wife  of  Frank  Shearer,  of  Binghamton; 
and  Laura  and  Filkins,  both  deceased.  (7)  Al- 
pheus F.  and  (8)  Lydia  (twins)  were  born  in  De- 
cember 1826.  Lydia  married  William  Robinson, 
and  they  have  three  children,  John,  Henry,  and 
Elma  (wife  of  Hiram  Rickards,  of  Binghamton). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  make  their  home  in  Bing- 
hamton. (9)  Dorcas,  born  in  July,  1829,  became 
the  wife  of  Henry  Meeker,  and  they  reside  on  a 
farm  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  They  have  one  son 
living,  Leroy.  (10)  Elizabeth,  born  in  March, 
1832,  married  Patra  Bull,  now  of  Binghamton,  and 
they  have  four  children,  Burr,  Alfred,  Bertha  and 
Evelyn.  (11)  Spencer,  born  in  1835,  married 
Miss  Matilda  Spencer,  of  Curwensville,  Clearfield 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  resided  for  a number  of  years. 
Mrs.  Whipple  died  there,  and  he  subsequently  mar- 
ried a M'iss  Spencer.  They  moved  West,  living  for 
some  time  in  Kansas  and  later  in  Arkansas,  where 
Mr.  Whipple  died.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  three 
children,  and  one  of  his  daughters  is  the  wife  of 
a Cunvens’dlle  (Penn.)  physician.  (12)  J.  W., 
horn  in  December,  1837,  served  with  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  with  Sherman 
on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea.  He  married 
Elsie  Gage,  and  for  some  time  aftenvard  resided 
in  New  York  State,  moving  thence  to  near  Wells- 
boro,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  is  engaged  in 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


199 


farming.  They  have  had  six  children,  Albert, 
Grant,  Perry,  Henry,  Blanche  and  Ray.  All  of 
this  large  family  were  born  in  Silver  Lake’  township, 
and  received  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  neigh- 
boring district  schools.  In  the  various  communi- 
ties in  which  they  have  settled  they  .have  always 
been  classed  among  the  respected  and  substantial 
citizens,  and  each  one  has  filled  his  or  her  sphere 
in  life  worthily  and  intelligently.  Three  of  the 
sons,  Spencer,  Henry  and  J.  W.,  served  their  coun- 
try faithfully  in  the  Civil  war,  and  all  have  been 
public-spirited  and  progressive  men. 

Alpheus  F.  Whipple  was  born  December  15, 
1826,  on  his  present  farm  in  Silver  Lake  township, 
received  a good  practical  education  in  the  district 
schools  near  his  home,  and  from  early  boyhood  as- 
sisted his  father  on  the  home  place,  becoming  his 
mainstay  after  reaching  manhood.  During  his  ear- 
lier years  he  followed  lumbering  during  the  winter 
season,  but  he  now  gives  his  attention  exclusively 
to  agriculture,  in  which  his  Interests  are  extensive. 
In  addition  to  the  old  home  farm  he  owns  100  acres 
adjoining,  which  he  purchased,  and  his  property  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  this  section  of  the  county,  both 
as  regards  size  and  value.  In  1878  Mr.  Whipple 
erected  a commodious  dwelling,  with  all  modern 
improvements,  and  he  has  also,  from  time  to  time, 
put  up  substantial  outbuildings,  the  farm  being  thor- 
oughly equipped  in  every  particular.  Lie  takes 
great  pride  in  the  appearance  of  his  surroundings, 
and  has  spared  neither  labor  nor  pains  to  make  his 
farm  as  attractive  as  it  is  productive,  with  results 
that  have  justified  his  every  expenditure.  He  is 
thoroughly  informed  on  every  detail  of  his  life 
work,  being  well-read  as  well  as  practically  con- 
versant with  the  best  methods,  and  his  intelligent 
thrift  and  energy  are  visible  in  every  department 
of  his  estate.  That  he  has  been  successful  far  be- 
yond the  ordinary  is  universally  admitted  by  all 
who  know  him,  and  the  fact  that  his  success  has 
come  as  the  reward  of  persistent  energy,  sound 
judgment  and  capable  management,  gives  him  an 
enviable  standing  in  his  county.  Throughout  life 
he  has  maintained  the  reputation  enjoyed  by  all  the 
members  of  his  family  for  integrity  and  honest 
dealing. 

In  1866  Mr.  Whipple  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Marv  Stevens,  who  was  born  in  1841 
in  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Mary  (Whitney)  Stevens,  prominent  residents  of 
that  county.  Two  children  have  blessed  this  union : 
Fannie  W.,  born  in  1872,  and  Bessie,  born  No- 
vember 28,  1875.  The  eldest  daughter  received 
her  education  in  the  local  schools  and  the  higher 
schools  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  taught  school 
one  term  previous  to  her  marriage  to  James  Shear- 
er, of  Binghamton,  where  they  reside ; they  have 
had  two  children,  Francis  and  Earl.  Bessie  attended 
the  same  schools  as  her  sister : she  was  married,  in 
November,  1896,  to  Joseph  Bell,  of  Conkling  Forks, 
son  of  Joseph  and  Ida  Bell.  The  family  has  always 
been  identified  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  giving 


liberally  to  the  support  of  Church  work,  though  not 
members.  Mr.  Whipple’s  sympathies  have  been 
given  to  the  Republican  party. 

WILLIAM  SNYDER,  deceased.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  realize  that  within  the  limits  of  the  usual 
span  of  man’s  life  the  entire  appearance  of  this  sec- 
tion has  been  changed,  yet  the  memory  of  this  well- 
known  agriculturist  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe 
county,  covered  a period  which  has  witnessed  the 
clearing  settlement  of  a large  extent  of  country. 
After  enduring  bravely  the  limitations  of  a farmer's 
lot  in  earlier  life,  he  gained  a degree  of  prosperity 
which  brought  peace  and  comfort  in  his  declining 
years, _ and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  living 
in  retirement,  surrounded  by  his  family  of  children, 
who  have  been  reared  to  lives  of  honor  and  use- 
fulness. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  born  October  12,  1828,  in 
Upper  Mt.  Bethel  township,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn.,  and  is  of  German  ancestry  in  the  paternal 
line.  John  Snyder,  his  grandfather,  was  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Easton,  Northampton  Co., 
I’enn.  George  Snyder,  our  subject's  father,  was  a 
weaver  by  trade,  and  was  considered  an  expert, 
his  work  including  blankets  and  all  kinds  of  fancy 
weaves.  In  1849  be  removed  from  his  old  home 
in  Northampton  county  to  Stroud  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  where  he  bought  the  farm  of  Jacob 
Houser,  one  mile  west  of  Stroudsburg.  He  re- 
mained there  about  seventeen  years,  making  many 
improvements,  and  then  sold  and  purchased  the 
property  now  known  as  the  Enoch  Flagler  lot, 
where  he  spent  his  last  years,  his  death  occurring 
September  17,  1868.  His  worthy  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  wras  Elizabeth  Emery,  died  Novem- 
ber 21,  1887.  They  had  a large  family  of  children, 
of  whom  seven  lived  to  adult  age.  (1)  John 
Emery,  born  August  5,  1827,  in  Northampton 
county,  became  a brick  layer  by  trade,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Stroudsburg.  For  his  first  wife  he 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Utt,  of  Northampton  coun- 
ty, who  died  in  1888,  and  for  his  second  wedded 
Miss  Maggie  Menauken,  of  Monroe  countv.  He 
has  a,  family  of  three  children,  all  by  the  first  mar- 
riage : Theodore  A.,  a lawyer  in  Lehighton.  Penn. ; 
William  A.,  a jeweler  in  Belvidere,  N.  Y. ; and 
Lizzie  W.  (2)  William,  our  subject,  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below.  (3)  Mary  Etta,  born  February 
5,  1835,  in  Northampton  ccuntv,  married  Simpson 
Lee,  of  Monroe  county,  now  residing  in  Scranton, 
and  has  eight  children  : Elizabeth  S.,  Daniel,  John, 
and  Ella,  living,  and  William,  George,  Steward 
and  Jerusha,  deceased.  (4)  Theodore  Mack,  born 
August  12,  1837,  in  Northampton  county,  married 
Peggy  Ann  Maria  Rimer,  of  the  same  county,  and 
now  resides  in  Stroudsburg.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. (5)  Lavina  Emery,  born  September  23,  1839, 
in  Northampton  county,  married  George  Fable,  of 
Monroe  county,  who  died  January  30,  1867;  she 
died  May  27,  1880.  They  have  four  children : Eliza- 
beth, Savilla  and  Effie,  all  deceased,  and  Alfred  G., 
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living.  (6)  Joseph  Chatties,  born  March  26,  1842, 
in  Northampton  county,  married  Elizabeth  J.  Lock- 
yer,  of  New  York  City,  who  died  April  16,  1888; 
lie  died  November  22,  1883.  They  had  six  children, 
all  living',  namely : Maggie,  Steward, . Effie,  Lida, 
Lauretta  and  Thomas.  (7)  Effie  B.  married  Lewis 
Williams,  of  Smithfield,  Monroe  county,  and  has 
had  children  as  follows : William,  George,  Edward, 
Lizzie,  Susan  (who  died  in  childhood),  Kate  and 
Laura.  George  Snyder,  the  father  of  this  family, 
was  a strong  Methodist  in  religious  belief,  and 
served  as  class-leader  for  many  years ; of  his  fam- 
ily, Mary,  Theodore,  Lavina  and  Joseph  were  also 
adherents  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Mrs.  Snyder, 
John  and  Effie  uniting  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  father  and  sons  all  gave  their  po- 
litical allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party. 

William  Snyder  passed  his  early  life  in  North- 
ampton county,  receiving  the  best  educational  ad- 
vantages afforded.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Monroe  county,  and  in  August,  1851,  was  married 
there,  for  his  first  wife,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Philips, 
who  was  born  May  1,  1828,  a daughter  of  George 
and  Elizabeth  Philips,  well-known  pioneers  of  Mon- 
roe county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Snyder  pur- 
chased the  homestead,  on  which  he  ever  afterward 
made  his  home,  one  mile  west  of  Stroudsburg, 
formerly  the  property  of  Jacob  Kuezter.  From 
1854  he  engaged  in  business  as  a huckster  and  fish 
dealer,  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat  of  the  Jacksonian 
type,  but  he  never  sought  official  honors.  His  first 
wife,  who  was  a devout  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  passed  to  the  unseen  life 
December  30,  1882,  and  in  December,  1884,  he 
married  Mrs.  Mary  (Miller)  Sipe.  He  had  six 
children,  all  by  the  first  marriage  : (1)  Eliza,  born 
September  2,  1853,  at  the  homestead,  married 
Hampton  Andress  of  Stroudsburg,  and  has  six 
children,  Edward,  Emma,  William,  John,  Clarence, 
and  Roy.  (2)  George  N.  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years'.  (3)  Lavina,  born  December  20,  1857,  mar- 
ried William  Bazlor,  of  Oxford  county,  N.  J.,  and 
has  two  children  living,  Meta  and  Eva.  (4)  John 
D.,  born  August  13,  i860,  is  a salesman  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  He  married  Miss  Ella  Albertson,  of  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  have  had  two 
children,  Robert,  living,  and  Anna  deceased.  (5) 
Emma  E.,  born  June  17,  1862,  married  Abram  Par- 
cell,  of  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  and  has  one  son,  Roy. 
(6)  Samuel,  born  September  15,  1868,  is  a resident 
of  Stroudsburg.  He  married  Miss  Carrie  Phillips, 
of  that  city,  and  has  two  children,  Plazel,  and 
Bernard.  William  Snyder  passed  away  July  26, 
1899,  at  his  late  residence,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Shafer's  cemetery,  in  Stroud  township.  His  widow 
makes  her  home  in  Stroudsburg. 

Mrs.  Mary  Snyder  is  a devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Stroudsburg,  and  has  been 
active  in  the  work  of  same.  She  belongs  to  an  old 
Berks  county  family,  and  her  parents,  Samuel  and 
Kittie  Miller  were  prominent  citizens  of  that  sec- 


tion. By  her  first  husband,  Ephraim  Sipe,  she  had 
two  children:  (1)  Cassie  A.  married  Milton  War- 
ner, of  Stroudsburg,  and  has  one  son,  Charles.  (2) 
George  Sipe,  who  was  born  in  Stroudsburg,  resided 
in  that  place.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Miller,  of 
the  same  city,  and  died  in  March,  1899,  leaving  one 
son. 

REV.  P.  F.  BRODERICK.  As  rector  of 
St.  John’s  Catholic  Church  at  Susquehanna,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has 
during  the  past  fourteen  years  filled  a pastorate 
with  eminent  ability  and  success.  Under  the  ever- 
changing  conditions  of  modern  life,  new  problems 
constantly  present  themselves  in  the  religious  as 
well  as  other  worlds.  The  relation  of  the  pastor  to 
his  congregation,  and  to  the  communities  in  which 
his  field  of  labor  and  usefulness  is  set,  sometimes 
requires  delicate  adjustment.  Two  facts  have  been 
indisputably  established ; Rev.  Broderick  in  both 
these  relations  has  demonstrated  that  he  is  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place.  He  has  won  the  hearts  of 
his  parishioners  by  his  splendid  educational  and 
mental  qualifications,  and  by  his  genial  disposition 
and  unswerving  devotion  to  duty.  Moreover,  he 
has  won  the  highest  esteem  and  regard  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  city  in  which  he  lives,  while  between  him 
and  the  Protestant  ministers  of  the  city  the  most 
cordial  feelings  exists. 

Rev.  Broderick  was  born  at  Archbald.  Penn., 
in  1856.  He  pursued  his  studies  so  diligently  at 
the  public  schools  of  Archbald,  and  under  private 
instruction  in  the  classics,  that  entering  St. 
Charles’  College  of  Ellicott  City  in  1872  he  was 
able  to  graduate  therefrom  in  two  vears.  In  1874 
he  entered  St.  Charles  Theological  Seminary,  at 
Overbrook,  near  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  June,  1879,  and  was  ordained. 
He  celebrated  his  first  mass  at  Archbald,  June  29, 
1879,  and  the  next  month  he  was  appointed  to  his 
first  mission  at  Dunmore,  Penn.  That  mission 
included  six  places  where  services  were  held,  be- 
tween Moscow  and  the  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and 
these  places  he  regularly  visited  and  at  them  cele- 
brated mass.  In  December,  1882,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  St.  Peter’s  Cathedral,  Scranton,  Penn. 
In  1883  he  spent  a number  of  months  at  Susque- 
hanna,, while  Father  Slattery,  then  the  pastor  of  St. 
John’s,  was  in  Europe  for  his  health,  and  in  July, 
1885,  Father  Slattery  being  no  longer  able  to  ad- 
minister to  the  Church  at  that  place,  Father  Brod- 
erick was  transferred  from  Scranton  to  Susque- 
hanna and  appointed  its  irremovable  rector.  Im- 
mediately upon  his  arrival  he  took  active  steps  to 
clear  off  the  debt  upon  the  new  church,  which  was 
over  $10,000.  This  he  accomplished  to  the  grati- 
fication of  all.  Gifted  with  rare  powers  as  a 
speaker,  supplemented  by  a finished  education,  he 
is  one  of  the  most  pleasing  and  popular  of  speak- 
ers, and  always  commands  the  closest  attention  of 
his  audience.  St.  John’s  Church,  of  which  he  is 
pastor,  has  a connected  history  of  more  than  half 
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a century.  The  Catholic  Church  of  Susquehanna 
had  its  origin  at  Lanesboro  in  1874.  At  that  time 
all  of  this  part  of  the  country  was  embraced  in 
Silver  Lane  parish,  with  Very  Rev.  John  V. 
O’Reilly  as  pastor.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
Father  O'Reilly  frequently  visited  this  locality  and 
celebrated  mass  in  several  private  houses,  namely : 
Dennis  McDonald's,  Henry  Williams’  and  John 
Larkin’s.  Stephen  Maroney,  a young  man  then  in 
the  employ  of  the  railroad  company,  assisted  in 
serving  mass  at  these  places.  A little  later  in  the 
year  a church  was  erected.  It  was  two  stories 
high,  the  upper  part  being  used  for  a school,  and 
stood  on  the  upper  side  of  the  road,  nearly  oppo- 
site the  present  site  of  the  graded  school  building 
in  Lanesboro.  In  1858  this  building  was  taken 
down,  moved  to  Susquehanna,  put  up  again  where 
the  parsonage  now  stands,  and  until  about  1876 
used  for  school  purposes.  At  the  latter  date  it  was 
again  taken  down  as  the  new  brick  parsonage  was 
to  occupy  the  ground  where  it  stood.  Yet,  before 
this  building  was  removed  from  Lanesboro,  a 
frame  church  was  erected  in  Susquehanna,  in 
1853.  This  church  would  seat  about  eight  hun- 
dred people,  but  in  a few  years  the  congregation 
was  altogether  too  large  for  its  accommodation ; 
hence,  after  consideration,  in  1872.  it  was  deemed 
expedient  by  the  pastor  that  another  building 
should  be  erected,  one  having  a capacity  adequate 
to  the  needs  of  the  congregation  and  so  substantial 
as  to  endure  for  centuries,  and  in  architecture  and 
finish  consonant  with  the  dignitv  of  the  Church. 
This  structure  was  begun  in  187=;.  The  corner- 
stone was  laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies  by 
Bishop  O'Hara,  on  Sunday,  June  3,  1876,  and  Sun- 
day, November  7,  1880,  the  edifice  was  completed 
and  opened  for  service.  The  cost  of  the  building 
was  842,000.  The  gentlemen  performing  the  re- 
sponsible duties  of  the  building  committee  were 
Rev.  John  Slattery,  Thomas  McDonald,  John  C. 
Kane,  and  Morris  Prendergast.  The  first  church 
at  Lanesboro  was  dedicated  by  Father  O'Reilly, 
under  a special  dispensation  from  Bishop  Newman, 
and  the  present  brick  building  by  Bishop  O'Hara. 

In  1853,  when  the  church  was  built  at  Sus- 
quehanna, a new  parish  was  created,  called  the 
Susquehanna  parish.  This  was  taken  from  the 
Silver  Lake  parish,  and  Great  Bend,  New  Milford 
and  Nicholson.  About  1872  Great  Bend,  New 
Milford  and  Nicholson  were  set  off.  and  Starrucca 
was  annexed.  From  the  origin  of  the  Church  at 
tins  place  until  1868  this  parish  was  in  the  Phila- 
delphia diocese,  and  since  that  date  it  has  been  in 
the  Scranton  diocese. 

Laurel  Hill  Academy  was  inaugurated  in  1857, 
and  was  chartered  in  i860.  Its  reputation  now  as 
an  advanced  educational  institution  has  become 
well  known.  Sister  M.  Casimir  is  the  present 
Mother  in  charge.  Sixteen  Sisters  are  now  in- 
gaged  in  the  work,  and  during  the  past  seven  years 
over  125  pupils  have  been  graduated,  from  eighteen 
to  twenty  per  vear.  In  the  parochial  schools,  when 


bather  Broderick  assumed  charge,  there  were  about 
25°  pupils;  now  they  contain  525  pupils.  From 
the  toddler  going  to  the  first  forms  to  the  graduate 
at  the  “Academy,  every  child,  rich  or  poor,  finds 
his  path  to  knowledge  made  easv  and  plain.  Their 
progress  is  watched  over  by  Father  Broderick  him- 
self, who  places  only  the  most  competent  teachers 
in  every  department,  and  is  ever  vigilant  to  aid 
every  improvement  of  system  in  imparting  knowl- 
edge. During  its  long  and  prosperous  history  St. 
John's  Church  has  had  but  three  pastors,  namelv: 
Very  Rev.  John  V.  O’Reilly,  1847-73;  Rev.  John 
Slattery,  1873-85 ; Rev.  P.  F.  Broderick,  1885  to 
the  present  time.  Sketches  of  the  former  pastors 
in  this  connection  are  of  interest. 

Very  Rev.  John  V.  O'Reilly,  better  known 
as  Father  O’Reilly,  was  born  at  Drumhalry,  County 
Longford,  Ireland,  October  20,  1796.  Little  is 
known  of  his  early  history  before  coming  to  Amer- 
ica, further  than  that  he  received  a classical  educa- 
tion preparatory  to  his  entering  the  ministry.  He 
was  orained  a priest  at  Philadelphia  in  1830,  by 
the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Kendrick.  He  was  soon 
afterward  assigned  to  missionary  work  in  north- 
ern Pennsylvania  and  southern  New  York,  and  es- 
tablished Churches  in  different  parts  of  Susque- 
hanna and  adjoining  counties,  among  others  the 
Church  of  St.  Joseph,  in  Choconut ; was  pastor  of 
many,  and  exercised  a supervision  over  all  within 
his  jurisdiction.  In  1847  a church  was  erected  in 
Lanesboro,  where  he  officiated  as  pastor,  but  in  1853 
he  organized  a society  at  Susquehanna,  which  in- 
cluded the  one  at  Lanesboro,  and  when  the  church 
was  completed  the  one  at  Lanesboro  was  discon- 
tinued. He  still  had  supervision  of  the  Churches 
in  Susquehanna  county,  but  from  that  time  until 
his  death  he  made  Susquehanna  his  home.  About 
this  time  he  was  appointed,  by  Bishop  Newman, 
of  Philadelphia,  vicar-general  of  the  diocese.  Soon 
afterward  be  erected  a Catholic  College  at  Cho- 
conut, known  as  St.  Joseph’s  College,  of  which  he 
was  appointed  president.  He  also  built  the  con- 
vent at  St.  Joseph,  which  was  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  Sisters  of  the  Immaculate  Heart. 

About  i860  Father  O'Reilly  established  the 
Laurel  Hill  Academy,  at  Susquehanna,  and  shortly 
afterward  erected  the  churches  at  Great  Bend,  New 
Milford  and  Nicholson,  and  attended  them  as  pas- 
tor. He  obtained  from  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.  a 
grant  of  six  acres  of  land,  and  converted  it  into  the 
cemetery  known  as  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery,  at  Sus- 
quehanna. On  October  4,  1873,  be  returned  from 
Great  Bend,  where  he  had  been  upon  official  busi- 
ness, and  after  alighting  from  the  train  at  Sus- 
quehanna he  was  struck  by  a passing  locomotive 
and  instantly  killed.  He  was  greatly  beloved  by 
his  people,  and  he  had  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
all  who  knew  him.  In  the  circular  plot,  reserved 
for  the  remains  of  members  of  the  priesthood  in 
Laurel  Hill  cemetery,  he  was  laid  to  rest,  and  a 
beautiful  and  expensive  monument  of  Italian  mar- 
ble, erected  by  members  of  his  flock,  with  material 
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aid  from  the  leading  business  men  of  Susquehanna, 
marks  his  resting  place. 

Rev.  John  Slattery  was  born  in  Tipperary, 
Ireland,  in  1842,  and  died  in  Susquehanna,  Penn., 
in  May,  1887.  At  fourteen  years  of  age  he  entered 
a Jesuit  school  at  Limerick,  and  completed  his 
classical  studies  at  Castle  College,  in  Dublin.  He 
came  to  America  in  1863  and  entered  a theological 
college  in  Philadelphia,  was  ordained  in  1867, 
and  appointed  curate  to  Rev.  M.  F.  Martin,  of  St. 
James’  Church,  of  Philadelphia.  Six  months 
thereafter  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Parish,  in  Susquehanna  county,  which  then  includ- 
ed Montrose  and  Silver  Lake.  During  his  five- 
years’  pastorate  there  he  built  a church  at  Silver 
Lake  and  a parsonage  at  St.  Joseph’s.  In  1873 
he  was  appointed  pastor  of  St.  John’s  Church,  to 
succeed  Father  O'Reilly,  deceased.  He  immedi- 
ately took  steps  to  erect  a new  church  and  parson- 
age. With  remarkable  energy  and  perseverance 
these  projects  were  successfully  executed.  The 
buildings  stand  as  a monument  to  Father  Slattery, 
and  are  ornaments  to  the  town.  About  live  years 
before  his  death  the  germs  of  disease  became  mani- 
fest in  a slightly  impaired  condition  of  his  health, 
but  as  time  elapsed  the  dread  disease  consumption 
took  a firm  hold  upon  him,  and  it  became  evident 
that  he  must  resign  his  work  to  one  better  able  to 
perform  it,  whereupon,  in  1883,  Father  P.  F.  Brod- 
erick was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  Father  Slat- 
tery, however,  remained  in  the  parsonage  he  built 
until  his  death.  His  funeral  was  attended  by 
thirty-five  priests  and  a large  concourse  of  people ; 
all  of  the  public  places  in  town  were  closed  and 
solemn  high  mass  was  celebrated,  followed  by  an 
eloquent  and  impressive  eulogium  by  Rt.  Rev. 
Bishop  O’Hara,  of  this  diocese. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Malone,  who  in  1895  was  appointed 
as  assistant  to  Rev.  Broderick,  is  a native  of  Car- 
bondale,  Penn.  He  studied  at  Niagara  Univer- 
sity, and  was  ordained  priest  by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop 
O’Hara.  He  served  three  years  at  mission  work, 
when  he  was  appointed  assistant  to  Father  Brod- 
erick. Father  Malone  is  a priest  of  profound  and 
varied  learning,  and  as  a preacher  is  instructive 
and  forcible.  His  labors  are  fruitful  of  much  good 
at  Susquehanna. 

JOSEPH  BUSKIRK,  one  of  the  most  genial 
and  whole-souled  men  of  Jackson  township,  Monroe 
county,  owns  and  operates  a good  farm  of  sixty- 
one  acres,  of  which  thirty-five  acres  are  cleared  and 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  His  tastes  have 
always  inclined  him  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
the  success  that  he  has  achieved  in  life  is  due  to  his 
own  thrift  and  industry. 

The  family  name  was  originally  Van  Buskirk. 
Our  subject's  father,  John  Buskirk,  was  born  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood,  but  his  entire  married  life  was  passed 
in  Jackson  township,  where  he  carried  on  operations 
as  a lumberman  and  cooper.  Here  he  married  Cath- 


erine Smith,  a native  of  Jackson  township,  and  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Susan  (Possinger)  Smith. 
He  died  in  October,  1890,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  and  she  passed  away  in  February,  1891,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three.  Their  children  were 
Aaron,  a lumberman,  living  at  Plouser  Mill,  Monroe 
county;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Stump,  of  Hous- 
er Mill ; Abraham,  who  was  born  February  29, 
1852,  and  died  April  13,  1857;  Joseph,  our  subject; 
Robert,  a land  owner  of  Jackson  township;  Eleanor, 
deceased  wife  of  Jacob  Stump ; Lydia,  deceased 
wife  of  Charles  Heater,  of  Pocono  Summit ; and 
Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Jackson  township,  March 
31,  1863,  and  works  with  our  subject  in  Jackson 
township  (he  is  a Democrat  in  politics). 

Joseph  Buskirk,  of  this  review,  was  born  Oc- 
tober 19,  1854,  in  Jackson  township,  and  there  grew 
to  manhood,  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one.  In  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county,  he  married  Miss  Maria  Gantzhorn,  who  died 
leaving  one  child,  Maranda,  born  July  23,  1878 ; 
she  is  now  the  wife  of  Clinton  H.  Kautz,  of 
Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  one  son,  ITa'rold 
B.,  born  November  25,  1899.  Mr.  Buskirk  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Susanna 
Fellenser,  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Marsh) 
Fellenser.  Her  grandfather,  Peter  Fellenser,, 
was  a native  of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  he  was  married  and  made  his 
home.  Peter  Fellenser,  Jr.,  was  born  in  that  town- 
ship March  22,  1808,  and  on  attaining  to  man’s 
estate  was  there  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Marsh,  also  a native  of  the  township,  and  a daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Cress)  Marsh.  Children  were 
born  to  them  as  follows : Joseph,  born  September 
14,  1840,  a resident  of  Jackson  township ; Cather- 
ine J.,  born  January  27,  1842,  deceased  wife  of 
John  Miller;  Samuel,  born  January  28,  1844,  also 
of  Jackson  township;  Hannah,  born  November 
14,  1846,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Miller,  of  Wind  Gap, 
Penn. ; Susanna,  born  March  14,  1848,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  born  August  14, 
1850,  wife  of  Edward  Singer,  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
Penn.;  Sarah  C.,  born  November  15,  1852,  wife  of 
John  Nixon,  of  Stroudsburg;  Lydia,  born  February 
17,  1834,  wife  of  John  B.  Elliott,  of  Stroudsburg; 
and  Peter  E.,  born  July  21,  1857,  a resident  of  Ban- 
gor, Penn.,  who  married  Alta,  daughter  of  John  A. 
Singer,  of  Jackson  township. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Buskirk  is  an  ardent 
Democrat,  and  he  gives  his  support  to  every  meas- 
ure which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove  of  public 
benefit.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  occupy  an  enviable  place  in 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

REV.  FRANKLIN  W.  SMITH.  The  higher 
life  of  any  community  is  reached  chiefly  by  two 
influences — religious  and  educational.  Some  minds 
capable  of  leading  and  inspiring-  are  gifted  in  the 
one  direction,  some  in  the  other.  Happy  is  he 
whose  contributions  to  the  weal  of  his  fellowmen 
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. embrace  both  intellectual  and  religious  training. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  eminent  both  as 
minister  and  teacher.  He  keeps  close  to  the  people, 
knows  their  daily  life  and  needs,  and  by  his  help- 
fulness and  devotion  has  conferred  inestimable  bene- 
fits upon  those  among  whom  his  influential  life  has 
been  passed. 

Rev.  Smith  was  born  at  Germansville,  Lehigh 
Co.,  Penn.,  February  4,  1853,  son  of  S.  David  and 
Angeline  (Wehr)  Smith,  of  Lehigh  county,  Penn., 
and  grandson  of  John  and  Catherine  (Miller) 
Smith,  who  were  life-long  residents  of  Lehigh  coun- 
ty. S.  David  Smith,  the  father,  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Lehigh  county,  was  born  in  1825.  He  has 
held  many  local  offices,  and  is  a leading  member  of 
the  Reformed  Church.  His  wife,  Angeline,  was 
born  in  1831,  daughter  of  Daniel  Wehr,  who  was  a 
life-long  resident  of  Lehigh  county.  He  was  an  ex- 
emplary man,  his  strong  Christian  character,  his 
wisdom  in  giving  counsel,  and  his  readiness  in  fur- 
nishing means  being  an  inspiration  to  our  subject 
m gaining  his  profession.  To  S.  David  and  Ange- 
line Smith  were  born  the  following  children : Frank- 
lin W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Louis,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; William,  a shoemaker 
of  Germansville,  Penn.,  who  married  Sarah  Wert; 
Mary,  who  married  Willoughby  Wert,  and  lives 
near  Pleasant  Corners,  Penn.;  Lucetta.  widow  of 
Alfred  Krum,  who  was  a drover  of  Allentown, 
Penn.;  Moses,  who  married  Julian  Smith,  a farmer 
of  Ohio  ; Angeline,  wife  of  William  Hawk,  a farmer 
and  mechanic  of  Lehigh  county,  Penn. ; Amanda, 
who  married  Albert  Hamm,  a carpenter  and  farmer ; 
and  two  children  who  died  in  infancy. 

Franklin  W.  Smith  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  and  there  remained  until  he  had  reached  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  when  a desire  to  obtain  an 
education  led  him  to  an  institution  of  learning  be- 
yond the  immediate  vicinity  of  his  father's  farm. 
For  a year  he  attended  a select  school  at  Germans- 
ville and  Jordan  Valley,  and  then  attended  for  one 
term  the  Normal  school  at  Millersville.  For  the 
next  seven  years  the  young  aspirant  for  a higher  life 
alternately  taught  and  attended  school  until  he  had 
thoroughly  fitted  himself  for  a theological  course. 
He  first  taught  school  at  Mahoning  Valley,  Carbon 
county,  and  continued  to  teach  for  seven  terms  in 
Carbon  and  Schuylkill  counties  during  the  winter 
months,  attending  the  Kurtztown  State  Normal 
during  the  summer.  He  assisted  in  organizing  a 
select  school  at  Normal,  Carbon  county,  and  at- 
tended under  the  tutorship  of  Thomas  M.  Balliat,  an 
educator  of  national  reputation,  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  attending  and  teaching  in  this  school  four 
terms.  His  vacations  were  spent  upon  Judge  Seid- 
lers  farm,  where  he  assisted  in  the  work,  at  times 
also  clerking  in  his  store. 

In  1880,  after  successfully  passing  an  examina- 
tion, our  subject  entered  the  Theological  Reformed 
Institute  at  Lancaster,  and  upon  the  completion  of 
the  course  was  graduated,  May  10,  1883.  In  July, 
1883,  he  accepted  a call  to  the  Tannersville,  Mon- 


roe Co.,  Penn.,  charge,  Reformed  Church,  con- 
sisting of  four  congregations,  Tannersville,  Para- 
dise, Tompkinsville  and  Jackson.  He  remained 
there  two  years  and  three  months,  and  on  October 
1,  1885,  accepted  his  present  charge,  Pleasant  Val- 
ley, comprising  part  of  the  old  Brodheadsville 
charge,  and  consisting  of  three  congregations — 
Pleasant  Valley,  Jerusalem  and  Effort.  To  these 
charges  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  added  many  members  by 
confirmation,  increasing  the  membership  nearly  one- 
hundrecl  fold.  In  his  present  charge  he  has  con- 
firmed four  hundred. 

Rev.  Mr.  Smith  was  married,  in  October,  1883, 
at  Reading,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Maggie  R.  Alt,  daughter 
of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  Alt,  of  Lancaster,  Penn. 
She  was  a niece  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Alt,  a prom- 
inent Reformed  Church  minister,  and  a cousin  of 
Mary  B.  (Alt)  Hoy,  wife  of  Rev.  W.  H.  Hoy,  both 
of  whom  were  missionaries  to  Japan.  Mrs.  Smith 
died  in  September,  1887,  aged  twenty-seven  years, 
and  is  buried  six  miles  east  of  Lancaster,  Penn. 
Rev.  Mr.  Smith  was  again  married,  December  11, 
1888,  his  second  wife  being  Angeline  (Hoodmacher) 
Shupp,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Margaret  (Green- 
amoyer)  Hoodmacher,  of  Monroe  county.  Edward 
Hoodmacher  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  one  of 
the  most  prominent  men  of  the  county.  He  pos- 
sessed a rare  judicial  mind,  served  many  years  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
county  commissioner. 

Rev.  Mr.  Smith  is  the  founder  of  the  Poly- 
technic Institute  of  Gilberts  (Pleasant  Valley), 
Penn.,  which  was  established  in  1886,  and  has  be- 
come a great  educational  factor  in  this  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  institution  has  three  courses  of 
study — Academic,  College  Preparatory,  and  Nor- 
mal. Our  subject  is  president  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, and  is  professor  of  German  and  Moral  Sci- 
ence. For  three  years  he  resided  at  Gilberts,  but 
for  the  past  eleven  years  has  made  his  home  at  Ef- 
fort, where  he  owns  a good  farm,  operated  under 
his  management  in  a modern  and  highly  successful 
manner.  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  most  active 
and  influential  citizens  of  Monroe  county,  and  is 
making  a lasting  and  stimulating  impression  upon 
the  mental  and  moral  character  of  its  people. 

HARRY  E.  FISHER,  proprietor  of  “Monroe 
Cottage,”  a popular  summer  hotel  two  and  one- 
half  miles  from  East  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county, 
is  a young  man  whose  energies  and  abilities  are 
worthy  of  note,  and  his  judicious  management  has 
won  the  appreciation  of  a large  number  of  guests 
who  annually  sojourn  in  the  restful  atmosphere  of 
the  “Cottage.” 

Mr.  Fisher  was  born  August  12,  1861.  in  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county,  where  his  family  have 
long  been  prominent.  Philip  Fisher,  his  grandfa- 
ther, came  from  Holland,  and  settled  first  near 
Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  but  in  1827  he  removed  to  Mon- 
roe county,  where  his  remaining  years  were  spent. 
This  worthy  pioneer  was  a blacksmith  by  trade. 
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and  for  many  years  he  conducted  a shop  on  the  old 
road  between  Stroudsburg  and  Spragueville.  He 
also  opened  an  old-time  “road-house,”  which  he 
carried  on  until  the  completion  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  when  it  was  aban- 
doned. His  death  occurred  at  the  present  homestead 
February  2,  1868,  when  he  was  aged  seventy  years. 
By  his  first  wife,  a Miss  Metz,  he  had  the  following 
children:  John,  George,  Theodore,  Elizabeth,  Henry, 
and  James  S.  He  married  (second)  Mrs.  Jane 
(Bush)  Herring,  who  died  August  17,  1872,  and 
one  child  was  born  of  the  union,  Elijah,  who  died 
June  19,  1875.  By  her  first  marriage,  to  Dr.  Her- 
ring, Mrs.  Jane  Fisher  had  two  children : Dr.  James 
Herring,  and  Sallie,  wife  of  A.  Felix. 

Janies  S.  Fisher,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  December  25, 
1832,  and  received  his  early  education  at  the  Pos- 
ten  school  house,  and  the  academy  at  Strouds- 
burg. He  taught  school  several  terms,  and  then 
clerked  for  a time  for  Richard  Staples,  of  Strouds- 
burg. Later  he  opened  a store  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  for  a few  years,  while  the  railroad  was 
in  progress  of  construction,  he  conducted  the  hotel 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Stroud,  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  Henry.  On  disposing  of  the  hotel 
he  removed  from  the  old  home  farm,  while  Henry 
settled  in  Bradford,  to  which  vicinity  our  subject’s 
father  also  removed  about  1854,  and  for  about  two 
years  he  followed  farming  there.  Three  years  he 
spent  at  Laceyville,  in  mercantile  business,  and  for 
one  year  in  droving  cattle  and  sheep,  after  which  he 
returned  to  the  old  homestead  for  one  year.  While 
there  he  built  the  first  store  ever  erected  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  on  selling  out  he  purchased  a farm 
above  Stroudsburg,  which  he  operated  for  a year ; 
then  he  purchased  the  store  he  had  built  of  Thomas 
Stempes,  in  partnership  with  William  Fine,  run  it 
for  one  year,  lived  one  year  at  leisure,  and  then  pur- 
chased the  old  homestead,  upon  which  he  made 
many  improvements,  all  the  buildings  being  put  up 
by  him.  In  1875  he  opened  "Monroe  Cottage,” 
which  soon  became  a favorite  resort  for  summer 
tourists.  About  three  years  ago  he  leased  the  place 
to  our  subject  and  removed  to  East  Stroudsburg. 
In  March,  1897,  he  went  to  Phillipsburg  to  engage 
with  the  Glass  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  which  he 
became  treasurer  for  one  year.  Returning  to  Strouds- 
burg he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Monroe  county,  for 
a second  term,  which  office  he  is  now  filling.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has  frequently  been 
chosen  to  office,  having  served  as  justice  of  peace 
from  T869  to  1884,  and  again  from  1895  to  1897. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Monroe  county,  and 
during  his  term  our  subject  had  charge  of  the  “Cot- 
tage.” In  religious  faith  Mr.  Fisher  is  a Methodist. 
He  married  Miss  Ellen  Ramsbery,  who  was  born 
December  5,  1833,  daughter  of  John  Ramsbery,  and 
died  February  21,  1895.  Of  their  five  children  ( 1) 
Lizzie,  born  July  22,  1855,  died  August  17,  i860. 
(2)  Bengerman  is  second  in  the  family.  (3)  Harry 
E.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  {4)  Flora,  born 


December  5,  1865,  married  Jerome  W.  Ivintner,  of 
Dover,  N.  J.,  and  has  had  two  children,  Earl  J.  • 
and  Mabel.  (5)  Anna  May,  born  November  28, 
1869,  married  W.  Truescott,  of  Phillipsburg,  and 
has  one  son  Frank. 

Our  subject’s  education  was  begun  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  near  his  home,  and  later  he  attended 
the  Stroudsburg  Academy  for  a term,  and  also 
took  a course  in  a business  college  at  Poughkeep- 
sie, N.  Y.  He  taught  successfully  for  three  terms 
in  a public  school,  and  then  engaged  in  agriculture 
in  connection  with  his  work  as  a blacksmith  and 
carpenter.  For  ten  years  he  had  charge  of  the  old 
home  farm,  and  for  three  years  he  has  conducted 
the  "Cottage,’’  both  enterprises  being  carried  on 
with  equal  success.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  he  does  not  aspire  to  official 
honors.  On  January  19,  1887,  he  married  Miss 
Hattie  Bush,  who  was  born  January  12,  1866.  They 
are  prominent  socially,  and  are  both  active  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  East  Stroudsburg. 

HON.  LAFAYETTE  FITCH,  late  a distin- 
guished member  of  the  Susquehanna  County  Bar 
and  a resident  of  Montrose,  where  for  forty  years 
he  was  a useful  and  valued  citizen,  was  born  Au- 
gust 9,  1825,  at  Eaton,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  son  of 
Stephen  and  Alta  (Sheldon)  Fitch,  farming  people 
of  that  locality. 

On  the  death  of  his  mother,  when  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age,  our  subject  came  to  Montrose 
and  made  his  home  with  his  sister,  who  was  the 
wife  of  the  late  Judge  Benjamin  S.  Bentley,  of 
Williamsport,  then  a practicing  lawyer  at  Mont- 
rose. Young  Fitch  attended  the  village  Academy, 
and  being  of  a studious  turn  applied  himself  .dili- 
gently, and  was  soon  prepared  to  teach.  Later  he 
taught  in  the  free  schools  of  Montrose  and  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  vicinity,  studied  law  in  the 
office  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Bentley,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Susquehanna  county 
on  August  21,  1848.  After  his  admission  to  the 
Bar  he  became  associated  in  the  practice  of  law 
with  Mr.  Bentlev,  and  they  continued  together  un- 
til the  latter’s  removal  to  Williamsport,  Penn.,  in 
October,  1866.  From  that  time  until  his  death, 
on  May  17,  1877,  Mr.  Fitch  with  little  exception 
was  alone  in  the  practice,  the  exception  being  when 
associated  for  a time  with  a former  pupil,  W.  W. 
Watson  (afterward  State  Senator  from  Susque- 
hanna and  Wayne  counties),  under  the  firm  name 
of  Fitch  & Watson.  In  1871  Mr.  Fitch  was  elect- 
ed State  Senator  from  the  district  embracing  the 
counties  of  Susquehanna,  Bradford  and  Wyoming, 
and  as  such  served  his  constituents  so  efficiently  and 
ably  that  on  the  expiration  of  the  three-years’  term 
for  which' he  was  chosen  he  was  proffered  the  nom- 
ination the  second  time,  but  declined,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded to  the  position  by  his  law  partner,  Mr. 
Watson. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Fitch  was  a strong 
supporter  of  the  Union,  though  he  was  not  a soldier 
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himself.  However,  he  was  first  lieutenant  of  a 
home  company,  and  in  1863,  on  the  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania  by  the  army  of  Gen.  Lee,  he  respond- 
ed to  the  call  and  went  with  the  emergency  men, 
who  were  returned  without  seeing  active  service. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Fitch  greatly  interested 
himself  in  assisting  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
soldiers  in  securing  pensions.  He  was  a Chris- 
tian gentleman,  anci  in  early  life  was  interested  in 
religious  matters  and  active  in  Sunday-school  work. 
He  was  a ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Montrose  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  life  and 
character  are  beautifully  shown  in  the  very  appro- 
priate resolutions  adopted  by  the  different  organi- 
zations of  which  he  was  an  honored  member,  and 
in  the  press  of  Montrose,  from  some  of  which  the 
following  extracts  are  taken.  As  stated,  Mr. 
Fitch  died  May  17,  1877.  On  May  21,  of  that  year, 
the  Montrose  Independent  said  editorially: 

The  late  Mr.  Fitch  was  a man  of  sterling  integrity, 
whether  as  a citizen,  a lawyer,  a statesman  or  a Christian. 
In  the  dignified  retirement  of  Ins  late  years,  he  ever  mani- 
fested an  eminent  example  of  modest,  latent,  substantial 
learning,  and  unpretending  wisdom,  with  exceedingly  affa- 
ble manners,  strong  social  affections,  absolute  fidelity  in 
every  relation  of  life,  and  probity  beyond  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  reproach,  as  rarely  adorns  even  the  highest 
walks  of  professional  excellence.  His  public  services  in 
political  life  were  both  useful  and  incorruptible.  His  sen- 
atorial career  at  Harrisburg  was  earnest,  beneficial  and 
patriotic.  The  members  of  the  Bar  of  this  county  have  lost 
a companion  who  was  an  honor  to  his  profession,  a model  to 
themselves  and  an  example  of  virtue  and  excellence  to  all. 
Mr.  Fitch  was  a man  of  ardent  feeling  and  of  ingenuous 
temperament.  He  was  strong  in  his  attachments  to  true 
men  and  to  opinions,  and  was  not  easily  turned  from  any 
course  of  speculation  or  action  which  he  had  once  satisfied 
himself  was  right.  He  assumed  no  superiority  on  the 
ground  of  his  intellectual  attainpients,  but  placed  him- 
self on  a level  with  every  one  with  whom  he  had  any 
concern.  He  was  ever  a conscientious  man,  and  was  always 
true  to  his  moral  as -well  as  intellectual  convictions,  and  fol- 
lowed them  whithersoever  they  led  him.  His  straightfor- 
wardness and  frankness  were  among  the  secret  causes  of 
the  remarkable  influence  which  he  confessedly  exercised 
over  the  minds  and  judgments  of  others.  By  his  honesty, 
as  well  as  by  his  resolution  and  decision,  he  was  the  main- 
spring of  everything  with  which  he  was  connected.  By  this 
moral  influence  he  controlled  and  swayed  all  men  with 
whom  he  was  associated.  As  Ben  Johnson  says  of  Lord 
Bacon,  “ he  commanded  where  he  spoke.”  He  has  left  an 
example  full  of  instruction  and  encouragement  to  the  young 
men  of  the  county,  and  especially  to  those  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession. He  has  shown  them  to  what  heights  of  greatness 
and  usefu'ness  they  may  ascend  by  truth,  temperance  and 
toil.  He  has  left  to  all  a most  glorious  and  precious  legacy 
in  his  example  of  integrity,  moral  courage  and  independ- 
ence. He  has  taught  the  young  men  that  there  is  nothing 
so  grand  and  beautiful  as  moral  principle,  nothing  so  sub- 
lime as  adherence  to  truth,  and  nothing  so  advantageous  as 
integrity,  pursued  through  all  circumstances,  adverse  or  pro- 
pitious. He  was  buried  as  he  had  lived,  without  parade  or 
show.  He  has  built  his  own  monument,  more  enduring 
than  marble,  and  his  beautiful  life,  and  his  true  and  affec- 
tionate character,  have  bequeathed  to  his  family  the  richest 
legacy.  Many  will  commend  his  understanding.  His  me- 
morial shall  not  depart  away,  and  his  name  shall  live 
through  future  generations  only  to  be  revered  and  spoken  of 
with  affectionate  tenderness. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Bar  Association,  held 
to  take  snitable  action  on  the  death  of  Air.  Fitch, 
the  following  resolntions  were  adopted : 


Resolved,  That  the  Bar  of  Susquehanna  county  have 
heard  with  feelings  of  unfeigned  sorrow  the  announcement  of 
the  death  of  Hon.  L.  F.  Fitch,  one  of  our  old,  honored  and 
active  members. 

That  in  the  death  of  Mr.  I*  itch,  the  Bar  recognized  the 
loss  of  an  able  lawyer,  an  active,  energetic  and  useful  mem- 
ber ol  society,  anti  a Christian  gentleman. 

That  his  career  as  a lawyer,  State  Senator  and  citizen 
was  marked  by  dignity,  purity  of  character  and  the  highest 
integrity. 

That  by  his  death  the  Bar  have  lost  an  associate  whose 
many  excellent  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  have  gained  for 
him  the  respect  and  affection  of  his  professional  brethren. 

The  Montrose  Democrat  editorially  said : 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Fitch  our  community  and  the  coun- 
ty loses  another  of  its  honored  and  highly  respected  citizens. 
We  have  known  him  personally  but  a few  years,  but  in  that 
time  we  had  come  to  highly  esteem  and  respect  him  for 
the  many  good  qualities  which  he  possessed.  His  pleasant, 
affable  manner  and  genial  disposition,  made1  him  one  whom 
it  was  always  pleasant  to  meet,  and  his  interest  in  education 
religion  and  the  good  morals  of  society,  and  his  worthy  ex- 
ample as  well  as  excellent  precepts,  will  cause  him  to  be 
greatly  missed,  and  will  leave  a vacancy  that  it  will  not  be 
easy  to  fill.  Mr.  Fitch  has  been  honored  by  preferment  in 
several  different  ways  by  the  people  of  this  county,  having 
also  been  a member  of  the  State  Senate  for  one  term.  As 
a member  of  the  Bar  of  this  county  he  maintained  a high 
standing  and  the  unanimous  expression  of  the  legal  frater- 
nity by  resolutions  of  respect  at  a special  meeting  that  ap- 
pears elsewhere  show  the  great  regard  they  bear  for  his 
worth  and  their  marked  reverence  for  his  memory. 

O11  October  2,  1855,  Mr.  Fitch  was  married 
to  Mary  Sayre,  daughter  of  the  late  Mason  S.  and 
Mary  (Sayre)  Wilson,  whose  ancestors  were  the 
first  settlers  of  Bridgewater  township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fitch  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but  they 
adopted  Harriet  Bushnell,  daughter  of  the  late  Al- 
bert Bushnell,  who  had  read  law  in  the  office  of  Mr. 
Fitch.  She  was  born  in  May,  1852,  and  after  the 
death  of  her  father,  when  eight  years  old,  was 
kindly  adopted  into  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fitch,  taking  their  name.  She  was  a sweet  girl, 
a sincere  Christian,  and  her  taking  away,  when 
just  budding  into  womanhood,  on  October  30,  1872, 
aged  twentv  years,  five  months  and  eleven  days,  was 
deeply  mourned. 

HARRISON  SEBRING,  deceased.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was,  with  little  exception,  a life 
long  resident  of  Monroe  county,  a descendant  of  a 
prominent  pioneer  family,  a man  who  himself  rose 
to  a position  of  commanding  esteem  and  respect  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lived,  who  was  sincere 
and  earnest  in  his  views  of  life  and  its  duties,  who 
lived  quietly  and  unostentatiously,  but  whose  gifted 
qualities  were  recognized  by  his  fellowmen  and 
called  into  public  use.  Mr.  Sebring  was  a noted 
mechanic.  He  possessed,  moreover,  a judicial  mind. 
Yet  his  intellectual  aptitudes  did  not  disqualify  him 
for  an  active  life  such  as  the  conditions  in  which  he 
lived  required,  and  he  was  a man  of  both  thought 
and  action.  Flis  well-spent  life  was  influential  in 
moulding  public  opinion  and  belief,  and  in  building 
up  lire  material  resources  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Sebring  was  born  near  Henryville,  Para- 
dise township,  Monroe  county,  in  1824,  a son  of 
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Rev.  John  Sebring,  and  grandson  of  John  Sebring, 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Pocono  township,  where 
he  remained  through  life.  Rev.  John  Sebring  was 
born  in  Pocono  township,  and  was  for  many  years 
a local  minister  in  Monroe  county.  He  married 
Miss  Sarah  Bush,  and  settled  in  Paradise  township. 
They  had  children  as  follows : ( i ) Harrison,  our 
subject,  was  the  eldest  of  the  family.  (2)  William 
married  and  now  resides  at  Lehighton.  (3)  Mar- 
garet became  the  wife  of  George  Price,  of  Bar- 
rett township,  Monroe  county.  (4)  George,  now 
deceased,  was  twice  married,  first  to  Jane  Peters, 
of  Barrett  township,  and  later  to  Maggie  Rocke- 
feller, of  Stroudsburg.  (5)  Joshua,  who  resides  in 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  is  married  and 
has  had  children — Fanny,  John,  Charles,  Philip, 
Robert  (deceased),  Nelson,  Lucy,  Annie,  Martin 
and  Myrtie.  (6)  Mary  A.  first  married  David 
Kinney,  by  whom  she  had  four  children,  and  later 
a Mr.  Pickings,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war;  she  is 
now  a widow,  and  resides  at  Wilmington,  Del.  (7) 
Berenice  died  unmarried  in  that  State.  Rev.  John 
Sebring  married  a second  time,  and  by  that  union 
had  one  child,  a daughter,  who  died  when  a young  lady. 

Harrison  Sebring,  our  subject,  in  his  youth 
received  the  benefits  of  a common-school  education. 
He  was  a natural  mechanic,  and  became  proficient 
in  many  trades,  being  a mason,  carpenter  and  black- 
smith at  the  same  time,  and  doing  creditable  work 
in  any  of  those  capacities,  besides  displaying  skill 
as  a general  workman.  In  1848  Mr.  Sebring  mar- 
ried Miss  Annie  E.  Rhodes,  the  worthy  and  esti- 
mable daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eleanor  Rhodes, 
representatives  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  of 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county.  Thomas 
Pdiodes  was  an  extensive  lumberman  in  Luzerne 
county,  and  after  their  marriage  our  subject  and 
his  wife  lived  for  five  years  in  the  home  of  her 
parents,  managing  the  lumber  business  of  Mr. 
Rhodes.  In  1853  Mr.  Sebring  purchased  800  acres 
of  land  at  Mountain  Home,  in  Barrett  township, 
Monroe  county,  erected  a sawmill  here,  and  thus 
became  the  first  lumberman  and  settler  in  the  locali- 
ty. A few  years  later  he  sold  his  property  and  lum- 
bering interests  to  Messrs.  Shafer  & Rheinhart,  and 
moved  to  Price  township  purchasing  the  Beesecker 
farm,  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Posten,  and 
for  fourteen  years  was  an  active  and  prominent 
resident  of  that  township ; for  many  years  he  acted 
as  trustee  of  the  Church,  giving  largely  of  his 
means  for  its  construction.  In  politics  Mr.  Sebring 
was  a Democrat.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Price  township  and  served  continuously 
during  the  fourteen  years  of  his  residence  there. 
He  was  also  school  director  a number  of  terms,  and 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  township. 
In  1870  Mr.  Sebring  moved  to  Barrett  township, 
having  purchased  what  is  now  known  as  the  Lewis 
Price  farm,  located  two  miles  west  of  Mountain 
Home.  This  farm  he  greatly  improved,  erecting'  a 
good  two-story  house,  barn  and  other  buildings, 
and  here  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  oc- 


curred in  December,  1893.  He  left  a wife  and  a 
family  of  fifteen  children,  as  follows : ( 1 ) Elmyra, 
born  in  Luzerne  county,  in  1849,  married  Frank 
Metzgar,  of  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
has  a family  of  eight  children,  Ella  (wife  of  Charles 
Bender),  Maggie,  Edward,  Martha,  Charles,  Harry, 
Earl  and  Claude.  (2)  Martha  J.,  born  in  Luzerne 
county  in  1851,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John 
Stright,  of  Barrett  township ; her  children  all  died 
young.  (3)  Margaret,  born  in  1853,  married 
Dimmick  Price,  and  they  removed  to  Michigan, 
where  she  died  in  1898,  leaving  no  children.  (4) 
Luther,  born  at  Mountain  Home  in  1854,  married 
Georgian  Henry,  of  Paradise  township  and  he 
resided  in  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  until  his  death.  His 
wife  and  their  three  daughters,  Laura,  Jennie  and 
Lulu,  now  reside  at  Bradford,  Penn.  (5)  John, 
born  in  1856,  married  Hattie  Dean,  of  Monroe 
county,  and  now  resides  at  Waverly,  N.  Y.,  with 
their  four  children,  Albert,  Ada,  Harry  and  Hazel. 
(6)  Mahlon  died  in  childhood.  (7)  Esther,  born 
in  i860,  is  the  wife  of  John  Elmore,  and  resides  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich.  They  have  two  children : 
Bessie  and  Myron.  (8)  Howard,  born  in  1862, 
migrated  West  when  a young  man,  entered  Ober- 
lin  College,  and  there  completed  his  education.  He 
secured  a position  with  the  government  as  an  oper- 
ator in  Colorado,  and  is  now  in  the  government 
service  at  Salt  Lake  City.  (9)  Mary,  born  in  1864, 
is  the  widow  of  William  Dixon,  and  lives  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Mich.  She  has  two  children,  Warren 
and  Flossie,  the  latter  of  whom  married  James  Wil- 
cox, of  Michigan,  and  has  one  daughter,  Grace. 
(10)  Wilber,  born  in  1866,  married  Glenice  Wil- 
cox, of  Corning,  N.  Y.,  where  they  now  live  with 
their  one  child,  Clarence.  (11)  Stroud,  born  in 
1868,  enlisted  when  a young  man  in  the  regular 
army,  and  for  eight  years  has  been  an  officer  in  his 
regiment.  He  served  throughout  the  West,  in  the 
Cuban  war,  and  is  now  stationed  at  Plattsburg,  N. 
Y.  (12)  Frank,  born  in  1870,  married  May  Wolf, 
of  Wayne  county,  and  now  resides  in  Barrett  town- 
ship, Monroe  county.  They  have  had  one  son, 
Clarence.  (13)  Anna,  born  in  1872,  married  Frank 
Case.  They  reside  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich.,  and  have 
two  children,  Floyd  and  Earl.  (14)  Myron,  born 
in  1875,  is  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  resides  at 
home  with  his  mother.  (15)  Grace,  born  in  1877, 
married  George  Case,  of  Mountain  Home,  and 
they  reside  with  her  mother ; their  one  child,  Edith, 
died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Sebring,  the  widow  of  our  subject,  is  a 
resident  of  Barrett  township.  She  is  most  highly 
esteemed  for  her  many  womanly  qualities,  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart  which  are  now  a comfort  to  the 
survivors  in  the  home  that  has  been  saddened  by 
the  loss  of  one  of  the  township’s  best  known  and 
most  widely  lamented  citizens. 

EDWARD  DEUBLER  (deceased)  was  dur- 
ing his  life-time  one  of  the  prominent  and  enter- 
prising citizen  of  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county. 
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He  was  an  honest  and  industrious  farmer,  and  by 
his  daily  labor,  assisted  by  his  faithful  and  devoted 
wife,  did  much  to  develop  and  increase  the  material 
resources  of  the  township,  and  to  advance  it  in 
mental  and  moral  strength. 

Mr.  Deubler  was  born  in  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  in  1832,  son  of  John  M.  and  Dor- 
othy Deubler,  natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany. 
John  M.  Deubler,  as  a soldier  under  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, participated  in  the  famous  march  to  Mos- 
cow, the  company  of  which  he  was  a member  en- 
tering the  Russian  campaign  1 1 1 strong.  When  the 
retreat  had  ended  only  seven  remained  of  all  that 
number,  Mr.  Deubler  being  among  the  few  sur- 
vivors. After  the  war  he  married  and  settled  in 
Germany,  engaging  in  farming  there  until  1828, 
when  he  migrated  to  America,  making  the  ocean 
voyage  in  a sailing  vessel.  For  two  years  he  lived 
in  Philadelphia ; he  then  came  to  Monroe  county, 
settling  in  Smithfield  township,  where  he  cleared 
up  a large  farm.  In  1844  he  removed  to  Barrett 
township,  and  settled  in  Cove,  where  he  purchased 
a large  tract  of  land,  clearing  a farm  and  establishing 
a new  home,  which  he  occupied  through  life.  His 
family  consisted  of  the  following  named  children : 
(i)  Frederick  died  in  Barrett  township,  leaving  a 
family  who  occupy  the  old  home.  (2)  Christian  set- 
tled and  died  in  Susquehanna,  leaving  a family. 
(3)  Catherine  married  Nicholas  A.  Lisk,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  now  resides  in  Tunkhannock  township, 
Monroe  county.  (4)  George  married  Susan  Bush, 
and  lives  in  Scranton.  (5)  Elizabeth,  who,  like  her 
elder  brothers  and  sisters, was  born  in  Germany, mar- 
ried Adam  Heusler,  of  Canadensis,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. (6)  John,  born  in  Philadelphia,  settled  on 
part  of  his  father's  farm,  where  he  died,  leaving  a 
family.  (7)  Alexander  enlisted  in  the  army  during 
the  Civil  war  and  died  in  Libby  prison,  leaving  a 
wife  and  three  children,  who  reside  in  Susquehanna 
county.  (8)  Edward,  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  next 
in  order.  (9)  Henry,  born  in  Monroe  county,  mar- 
ried Lucatta  Boyer,  and  now  lives  with  his  large 
family  in  Barrett  township,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  farming.  (10)  Nathan  is  married  and  lives  at 
Burling,  Wis.  (11)  Madeline  married  Conrad  Ivintz, 
and  died  in  Barrett  township,  leaving  a husband 
and  three  children.  Mr.  Kintz  re-married,  and  by 
his  second  wife  had  three  children.  John  M.  Deubler 
married  a second  time,  and  had  three  children  by  his 
second  wife : Martin,  who  is  in  Chicago ; Otto,  in 
Scranton ; and  Dorothy,  deceased. 

Edward  Deubler,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Barrett  township, 
and  grew  up  on  his  father’s  farm,  assisting  in  the 
work  of  the  place.  He  was  married,  in  1856,  to 
Miss  Hannah  Lomax,  daughter  of  Robert  and  So- 
phia (Barnes)  Lomax,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  England,  the  father  in  Stockport,  the  mother 
in  London ; she  was  the  daughter  of  one  of  the 
King’s  guards,  who  was  killed  in  service  in  1809. 
Mrs.  Deubler  was  educated  in  the  select  schools  of 
England,  and  emigrated  with  her  father’s  family 


to  America  in  1841,  Mr.  Lomax  settling  in  Barrett 
township,  where  he  died  in  1883,  one  year  after  his 
faithful  wife  had  passed  away.  After  his  marriage 
Edward  Deubler  settled  upon  a farm  in  Barrett 
township,  where  he  erected  good  buildings,  making 
his  place  one  of  the  inviting  homes  of  the  township. 
There  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1884.  He  was  one  of  the  upright  citi- 
zens of  Monroe  county,  beloved  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  For  many  years  he  had  been  a 
consistent  and  earnest  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  he  died  in  the  promises  of  that  faith.  He  had 
served  as  steward  and  trustee  of  the  Church,  and 
through  life  was  its  liberal  supporter.  Politically 
he  was  one  of  the  old-time  Jacksonian  Democrats. 

Mr.  Deubler  left  a widow  and  six  children,  as 
follows:  (1)  Sophia  E.,  born  in  1857,  married 
Charles  W.  Seese  ,of  Barrett,  and  they  live  on  a 
farm.  They  have  three  children,  Arthur,  Wesley 
and  Frank.  (2)  Robert,  born  in  1859,  has  been  a life- 
long farmer  on  his  father’s  farm,  which  is  now  un- 
der the  management  of  himself  and  his  brother 
Charles.  Robert  Deubler  is  a young  man  of  excel- 
lent moral  character,  most  highly  respected  by  all 
who  know  him.  (3)  Maud,  born  in  1862,  is  the 
wife  of  Casper  Buck,  of  Barrett  township,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Laura.  (4)  Minnie,  born  in  1865, 
is  the  wife  of  George  Stewart,  of  Canadensis ; they 
have  three  children,  Lorena,  Nettie,  and  Edward. 
(5)  Charles,  born  in  1867,  married  Annie  Seese, 
daughter  of  William  and  Emma  Seese,  of  Bar- 
rett township,  and  they  reside  on  the  home 
farm;  they  have  one  child,  Elsie.  (6)  Kate,  born  in 
1870,  married  Charles  Seese,  of  Barrett  township, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Alfred,  Mary  and 
Meta.  Mrs.  Edward  Deubler,  widow  of  our  sub- 
ject, now  resides  on  the  old  home  farm  with  her 
two  sons.  She  is  a good  Christian  woman,  highly 
respected  and  loved  by  a wide  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

VALENTINE  E.  HIPSMAN  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Shohola 
township,  Pike  county,  and  has  been  actively  identi- 
fied with  its  agricultural  interests  for  many  years. 
An  adopted  son  of  America,  his  loyalty  is  above 
question,  for  he  was  one  of  the  brave  defenders  of 
the  Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war. 

Our  subject’s  great-grandfather  Hipsman  (or 
Huebschmann,  as  the  name  was  originally  spelled) 
was  a traveling  landscape  painter,  and  during  his 
travels  went  to  Saxony,  Germany,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed to  paint  some  Biblical  scenes  in  the  Lutheran 
church  at  Steinbach.  Being  pleased  with  the  coun- 
try, he  married  and  located  there.  His  son  Casper 
was  born  in  Saxony  and  became  a cabinet  maker. 
He  married  and  reared  a family  of  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters.  George  Frederick 
Hipsman,  the  son  of  Casper  Hipsman,  and  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Steinbach,  Saxony, 
April  13,  1806,  and  during  his  youth  learned  the 
locksmith’s  trade,  but  only  followed  it  for  a few 
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years,  obtaining  a government  position  as  game 
keeper,  which  situation  he  held'  for  many  years.  In 
1836  he  married  Elizabetha  Weisenborn,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children,  namely : Elizabeth,  now 
the  widow  of  Peter  Eckhart,  of  Shohola  township, 
Pike  county;  and  Valentine  Elias,  our  subject.  The 
mother  of  these  dying,  the  father  subsequently  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Mudler,  by  whom  he  also  had  two 
children : Augustus,  who  was  born  in  Saxony,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1851,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years;  and  Mary,  who  was  born  August  31,  1856, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  William  Erie,  of  Niles,  Mich. 
The  mother  of  these  passed  away  September  4,  187.L, 
at  Shohola.  In  1852  the  family  took  passage  on  a 
sailihg-  craft  bound  for  America,  and  were  seven 
weeks  and  three  days  in  crossing  the  ocean.  They 
located  at  Monroe,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  after 
a short  stay  removed  to  Turners,  same  county, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming.  On  April  1, 
1856,  they  came  to  Shohola  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  and  purchased  forty-two  and  one  half  acres 
of  wild  land,  which  the  other  members  of  the  family 
operated  while  the  father  worked  on  the  railroad. 
He  was  killed  by  the  cars,  March  23,  1871,  while 
employed  as  night  watchman. 

Valentine  E.  Hipsman  was  born  in  Steinbach, 
Saxony,  January  2,  1840,  and  received  a fair  edu- 
cation in  the  German  language.  He  accompanied 
the  family  on  their  emigration  to  America,  and  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  began  working  for  farmers  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.  When  seventeen  he  became 
a driver  on  the  canal,  and  subsequently  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  was  employed  at  dif- 
ferent places  in  northeastern  Pennsylvania  for  some 
time.  In  September,  1862.  however,  he  laid  aside 
all  personal  interests  and  joined  the  boys  in  blue  as 
a member  of  Company  B,  151st  P.  V.  I.  With  his 
regiment  he  proceeded  to  Virginia,  and  was  on 
picket  duty  at  the  old  Bull  Run  battle  ground  and 
also  farther  down  the  Potomac  river.  He  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  and  on  the  first  day 
of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  1,  1863,  had  his 
right  arm  shot  off.  After  his  recovery  he  returned 
to  Shohola,  and  for  seven  years  acted  as  night 
watchman  on  the  Erie  railroad.  The  following 
six  years  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
that  place,  and  on  selling  out  at  the  end  of  that 
time  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Shohola 
township.  To  its  cultivation  and  further  improve- 
ment he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  with  marked 
success,  and  he  now  own  445  acres  of  land  in  Pike 
county,  sixty  of  which  are  under  excellent  cultivation. 

At  Shohola,  April  2,  18 66,  Mr.  Hipsman  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Kreiter, 
who  died  March  29,  1879.  Seven  children  blessed 
this  union:  Emma  Elizabeth,  born  January  31,  1867, 
is  at  home;  Margaret,  born  February  5,  1868,  is  the 
wife  of  George  W.  Cole,  of  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; 
Josephine,  born  October  31,  1869,  died  May  r6, 
1876;  Elizabeth,  born  August  31,  1871,  died  May 
3,.  1876;  Emil  L.,  born  July  15,  1873,  died  June  2, 
1S76;  Bertha  Georgiana,  born  September  22,  1875, 


was  married  January  30,  1897,  to  Charles  Rugger, 
of  Matamoras,  Pike  county;  and  Anna  Catliryn, 
born  October  6,  1877,  is  at  home.  Mr.  Hipsman 
was  again  married,  September  12,  1879,  his  second 
union  being  with  Mrs.  Josephine  (Kreiter)  Heller, 
a sister  of  his  first  wife.  One  daughter  was  born 
of  this  union:  Gertrude,  born  August  19,  1882. 

Mr.  Hipsman  was  a Democrat  when  a young 
man,  but  for  years  he  has  upheld  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  his  fitness  for  office  being 
widely  recognized  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve 
his  fellow  citizens  as  supervisor  twelve  years ; over- 
seer of  the  poor  fourteen  years ; constable  sixteen 
years ; tax  collector  sixteen  years ; assessor  one 
year;  and  school  director  several  terms.  So- 
cially he  has  been  a member  of  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men  for  ten  years,  and  is  also 
a prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  having  served  as  commander  of  the  post 
at  Barryville,  N.  Y.  He  and  his  wife  hold  member- 
ship in  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  enjoy 
the  hospitality  of  many  of  the  best  homes  of  Pike 
county.  As  a citizen,  friend  and  neighbor  our  sub- 
ject is  true  to  every  duty,  and  justly  merits  the  es- 
teem in  which  he  is  held. 

DU  BOIS.  For  over  a century  Great  Bend, 
Susquehanna  county,  has  been  the  home  of  the 
Du  Bois  family,,  and  during  that  period  members 
of  the  several  generations  have  been  substantial 
men  and  women,  active  and  influential  in  all  that 
has  pertained  to  the  moral,  social  and  commercial 
advancement  and  development  of  the  locality. 
Minna  Du  Bois,  the  pioneer  of  the  family  at  Great 
Bend,  his  son  Abraham,  grandson  Joseph  and  great- 
grandson  Hon.  James  T.  Du  Bois  especially,  have 
been  conspicuous  characters  in  the  history  of  Great 
Bend  and  Hallstead. 

The  Du  Bois  family  is  of  French  origin.  Prior 
to  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  there  lived 
in  the  canton  of  La  Bassee,  near  Lille,  Province  of 
Artois,  in  northern  France,  Chretien  (Christen) 
Du  Bois  and  family,  Huguenots.  Louis  Du  Bois,  a 
son,  and  Jacques  Du  Bois,  most  likely  another  son 
of  the  same  family,  left  their  home  and  friends  ow- 
ing to  religious  persecution,  Louis  and  family  going 
to  Mannheim  in  the  borders  of  the  Rhine,  in  the 
Palatinate,  and  Jacques  to  Leyden,  Holland.  In 
about  1660  Louis  embarked  for  America,  and 
settling  in  what  is  known  as  the  “Esopus  country," 
now  Kingston,  on  the  Hudson,  in  Ulster  county, 
N.  Y.,  there  became  a leader  in  the  little  Huguenot 
colony,  and  was  later  chosen  the  first  elder  of  the 
first  Church  established  in  that  county,  at  New 
Paltz,  in  1683.  Jacques  Du  Bois  was  married  at  Ley- 
den, Holland,  in  1663,  and  was  there  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  silk,  cloth  and  other  fabrics.  His 
children  were:  Jacques,  baptized  in  1665;  John, 
baptized  in  1671  ; and  Pierre,  baptized  in  1674.  In 
about  1675  he  and  his  family  came  to  America,  set- 
tling in  the  same  county  as  did  Louis  DuBois  some 
fifteen  years  previously. 
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Hon.  James  T.  Du  Bois,  of  Hallstead,  Penn., 
and  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  the  present  consul- 
general  at  St.  Gall,  Switzerland,  is  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  Louis  Du  Bois,  son  of  Chretien 
Du  Bois,  of  Artois,  France,  the  line  of  descent  be- 
ing through  Abraham  (eldest  son  of  Louis,  one  of 
the  patentees  of  the  Wallkill  Valley),  Abraham 
(2),  Abraham  (3),  Minna,  Abraham  (4)  and  Jo- 
seph Du  Bois. 

Abraham  Du  Bois  (2)  son  of  Abraham 
Du  Bois,  the  Patentee,  and  grandson  of  Louis  Du 
Bois,  on  the  death  of  his  father  and  the  division 
of  the  estate  removed  from  New  York  to  New 
Jersey,  where  his  son  Abraham  (5)  was  born. 

Minna  Du  Bois,  son  of  the  latter,  was  born  in 
1754,  the  youngest  of  three  sons,  the  others  being 
Abraham  and  Nicholas.  Just  prior  to  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  he  ran  away,  shipped  and  went  to 
France.  In  the  war  that  was  then  going  on  between 
France  and  England  young  Du  Bois  joined  the 
French  navy.  The  vessel  to  which  he  belonged  was 
captured  by  the  English,  and  he  and  the  other  pris- 
oners were  taken  to  England  and  kept  as  prisoners 
in  the  mountains  of  Wales  until  the  war  was  over. 
He  then  returned  to  his  home  in  America,  and 
served  in  the  New  Jersey  forces  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  His  brother  Abraham,  a wealthy  jeweler  in 
Philadelphia,  who  had  in  the  meantime  become  a 
large  land  owner,  made  Minna  Du  Bois  an  agent 
and  sent  him  to  Great  Bend  to  take  care  of  his 
landed  estate  in  that  section.  He  soon  became  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen,  interested  in  many 
enterprises.  He  became  the  owner  of  large  tracts 
of  land  about  Great  Bend,  and  was  one  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  stock  in  1812  for  the  building  of  a 
bridge  over  the  Susquehanna  river  at  that  point. 
He  built  a tavern  on  the  site  of  the  present  “Mitchell 
House,”  overlooking  the  Susquehanna,  and  had 
prior  to  this  in  the  early  settlement  of  Great  Bend 
kept  tavern  on  the  same  site,  which  had  previously 
been  a tavern  stand,  kept  by  Benajah  Strong,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Great  Bend.  Minna  Du  Bois 
was  twice  married,  having  one  child,  Abraham  (4), 
by  the  first  marriage,  and  one,  Jane  A.,  by  the  sec- 
ond. His  second  marriage  was  to  Elizabeth  Scud- 
der,  who  died  December  30,  1848,  aged  eighty  years. 
Minna  Du  Bois  died  March  4,  1824,  aged  seventy- 
years. 

Abraham  Du  Bois  (4),  son  of  Minna  Du  Bois, 
was  born  in  1786.  He  succeeded  his  father  at  the 
old  tavern,  and  was  the  inn-keeper  in  i8tj.  That 
vear  he,  too,  was  a subscriber  to  the  stock  of  the  old 
bridge  company.  He  became  a large  land  owner, 
and  in  1815  erected  the  old  sawmill  that  has  stood 
throughout  the  century-  and  remained  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  family.  He  was  active  in  every  move- 
ment that  had  in  view  the  development  and  good  of 
the  town,  and  was  one  of  the  builders  of  the  old 
Presbyterian  meeting  house  that  stood  for  so  many 
years  on  the  beautiful  knoll  overlooking  the  pic- 
turesque scenery-  thereabouts,  and  winch  in  1895 
gave  way  to  the  present  modern  edifice.  Of  this 


Society  he  was  ever  one  of  the  most  earnest  members 
and  supporters.  He  was  one  of  the  largest  stock- 
holders in  the  company  that  built  the  bridge  across 
the  Susquehanna  river  at  Great  Bend.  I11  18  ti  Mr. 
Du  Bois  was  married  to  Juliet,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Bowes,  whose  father  was  a pioneer  merchant  of 
Great  Bend.  She  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
in  179-b  was  educated  at  the  Moravian  School,  Beth- 
lehem, Penn,  and  died  May  15,  1855,  aged  sixty-one 
years.  Abraham  Du  Bois  died  August  1,  1867,  aged 
eighty-one  years.  There  were  thirteen  children 
born  to  them,  of  whom,  Joseph  is  mentioned  farther 
on.  Catherine  married  Rev.  J.  B.  McCreary. 
Elizabeth  A.  married  Francis  P.  Catlin,  and  lived  in 
the  State  of  Wisconsin.  Lydia  married  Dr.  James 
Brooks,  a physician  of  Great  Bend  and  Bingham- 
ton. Nicholas  was  educated  at  Mannington  and 
Gettysburg,  Penn.,  became  a civil  engineer  on  the 
Erie  road,  went  to  Oregon,  laid  out  the  city  of  Port- 
land, and  returning  in  1859  to  Washington  became 
principal  draughtsman  of  the  General  Land  office ; 
was  killed  on  a construction  train  in  1879,  while  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  civil  engineer  for  the 
construction  of  a railroad  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
his  remains  being  brought  home  and  buried  in  Rose 
Flill  cemetery.  William  lost  his  life  in  Nicaragua, 
while  en  route  home  from  California,  the  passen- 
gers being  fired  on  by  the  Nicaraguan  forces. 
Fanny  married  Hon.  Simeon  B.  Chase,  a prominent 
lawyer  and  public  man  of  Great  Bend,  and  is  a lady 
of  rare  culture  and  refinement,  who  has  been  prom- 
inent throughout  her  life  in  Christian  and  Temper- 
ance work.  Juliet  married  R.  E.  Curtis,  of  Great 
Bend,  who  became  a prominent  citizen  at  Bingham- 
ton, New  York. 

Jane  A.  Du  Bois,  daughter  of  Minna  Du  Bois, 
and  sister  of  Abraham  Du  Bois  (4),  was  born  in 
1810  in  the  old  “Du  Bois  tavern,”  in  Great  Bend. 
Her  first  husband,  Henry  K.  Niven,  died  in  1826, 
and  in  1831  she  became  the  wife  of  Hon.  Franklin 
Lusk,  a prominent  lawyer  of  Montrose,  Penn. 
Their  only  son,  William  D.  Lusk,  is  a lawyer  of 
ability  and  a leading  citizen  of  Montrose.  Mrs. 
Lusk  was  a large  land  owner  and  was  extensively 
known  for  her  liberality  and  hospitality.  She  was 
one  of  the  first  Sunday-school  teachers  in  the  first 
Sunday-school  held  in  Great  Bend,  June  1,  1817, 
or  1818.  She  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Great  Bend.  In  speaking  of  an  old 
landmark  in  Great  Bend  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1867,  a writer  says : “Many  persons  will  re- 
member it  as  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Jane  A.  Lusk, 
formerly  of  Montrose,  whose  noble  life  and  char- 
acter are  still  as  fresh  and  green  as  the  evergreen 
that  covers  her  tomb  in  sight  of  the  smoldering 
ashes  of  her  hospitable  home.”  Mrs.  Lusk  died  in 
1863,  aged  fifty-three  years.  Hon.  Franklin  Lusk 
died  in  1853,  aged  fifty. 

Joseph  Du  Bois,  son  of  Abraham  Du  Bois  (4), 
was  born  June  8,  1812,  in  the  old  family  homestead 
at  Great  Bend,  and  that  village  and  vicinity  were 
the  scene  of  his  subsequent  active  business  life. 
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From  boyhood  he  seemed  interested  in  the  talk  of 
the  pioneers  of  that  locality,  and,  himself  one  of  the 
pioneer  boys,  he  witnessed,  heard  and  imbibed  not  a 
little  of  pioneer  life.  As  the  years  passed,  being  of 
an  observing  mind,  he  gathered  and  stored  away  in 
his  memory  valuable  historical  data  of  Great  Bend 
and  of  the  people  it  was  his  privilege  to  know  in  his 
boyhood.  His  recollections  from  time  to  time  were 
given  to  the  press,  rescuing-  from  oblivion  much  that 
otherwise  might  have  been  lost.  His  contributions 
to  the  several  histories  of  this  section  have  been  in- 
teresting and  valuable.  He  held  many  positions  of 
trust  and  honor  in  his  native  village  and  was  always 
recognized  as  a conscientious  and  faithful  officer. 
In  1841  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Great  Bend, 
and  with  but  little  intermission  so  served  until  1855. 
in  1876  he  was  burgess  of  the  borough  of  Hallstead- 
At  the  time  of  his  death  the  Great  Bend  Plain 
Dealer  said:  “Mr.  Du  Bois  has  enjoyed  an  un- 

usually large  acquaintance  in  Susquehanna  county, 
w here  he  has  ranked  as  a man  of  prominence.  He 
was  a man  who  had  seen  much  of  human  nature  and 
who  had  by  intuition  a clear  perception  of  events 
and  men,  hence  his  counsels  were  much  sought  and 
his  judgment  was  relied  upon.  He  has  gone  the 
way  of  all  the  earth,  but  his  works  will  live;  the 
many  points  of  beauty  in  Great  Bend  village  which 
are  the  work  of  his  hand  and  heart  will  perpetuate 
his  memory.” 

On  October  22,  1840,  Mr.  Du  Bois  was  married 
to  Emroy,  the  only  daughter  of  Benjamin  Taylor, 
and  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows : Richard 
C.  married  Ella,  daughter  of  C.  F.  E.  Richardson, 
of  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  they  reside;  Juliet 
married  S.  S.  Wright,  of  Hickory  Grove;  Harriet 
married  George  M.  Bache,  an  officer  in  the  United 
States  navy : James  T.  is  referred  to  farther  on  ; 
William  married  Fanny,  daughter  of  Dr.  Motram, 
of  the  State  of  Kansas ;,  Frances  married  M.  B. 
Moore,  of  Seneca,  N.  Y. ; Addison  is  an  attorney  of 
Washington,  D.  C. ; and  Abraham  married  Abbie, 
daughter  of  Henry  McKinney,  of  Great  Bend. 
Joseph  Du  Bois  died  March  22,  1885. 

James  T.  Du  Bois,  son  .of  Joseph  Du  Bois, 
was  born  April  17,  1851,  in  the  village  of  Great 
Bend,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  . He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his.  birthplace,  and  at  an.  early  age 
entered  the  office  of  the  Northern  Pennsylvania,  a 
newspaper  of  the  village,  where  he  learned  the  print- 
ing business.  Having  served  his  apprenticeship  he 
again  went  to  school,  this  time  entering  the  Ithaca 
(N.  Y.)  Academy,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1870.  He  then  took  a special  course  of  lectures 
at  Cornell,  in  preparation  for  journalism,  and  in 
1872  became  assistant  editor  of  the  National  Repub- 
lican, Washington.  D.  C.,  'with  which  paper  he  was 
connected  until  1877.  His  purpose  in  going  to 
Washington  was  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  law, 
which  he  did  at  the  Columbia  Law  School,  pursu- 
ing his  studies  into  the  second  year,  when  they  were 
dropped  to  accept  the  position  on  the  paper  referred 
to.  Two  years  after  commencing  his  career  as 


journalist  in  the  Capital  City  he  was  advanced  to 
the  editorial  chair.  He  resigned  this  position  in 
1877  t°  accept  the  post  of  United  States  commercial 
agent  to  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Germany,  tendered  him  by 
F’resident  Hayes,  and  was  promoted  to  the  consu- 
late there  in  1881.  In  1883  he  declined  an  appoint- 
ment as  consul  under  the  President  Arthur  adminis- 
tration to  Callao,  Peru.  Subsequently  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  important  consulate  at  Leipsic,  Sax- 
ony, a position  he  resigned  in  1886.  In  accepting 
his  resignation  the  assistant  Secretary  of  State  said : 
“I  take  this  occasion  to  express  the  Department's 
appreciation  of  the  zeal  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  connected  with  the  office  you  have  held 
under  it,  and  to  assure  you  that  your  retirement 
from  the  consular  service  is  recognized  as  the  loss 
of  a faithful  and  efficient  officer.” 

On  returning  to  this  country  Mr.  Du  Bois 
again  became  connected  with  the  National  Repub- 
lican, Washington,  D.  C.,  taking  charge  of  the  con- 
sular edition  of  that  journal.  He  was  also  for  some 
years  interested  in  the  Plain  Dealer , at  Great  Bend, 
and  some  years  ago  he  started  the  H erald,  a weekly 
newspaper  published  at  Hallstead.  Penn.  In  1888 
Mr.  Du  Bois  established  a newspaper  styled  the 
Inventive  Age , and  erected  the  handsome  building 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  which  that  office  occupies. 
Pie  is  a journalist  of  ability,  and  his  writings  attract 
attention.  While  at  AixMa-Chapelle  he  prepared 
several  small  volumes,  among  them  “An  Hour  with 
Charlemagne”  and  "In  and  About  Aix-la-Chapelle.” 
Concerning  the  former,  Postmaster  Vilas  wrote:  "I 
sat  down  with  the  great  Charles  last  evening  and 
was  so  interested  by  your  presentation  that  I ceased 
only  with  its  close.  Your  sketch  is  delightful.  It 
lifts  the  splendid  story  out  of  the  darkness  and 
shows  what  a wonderful  creation  and  creator  a 
great  man  is.  Had  Bacon’s  philosophy  then  been 
known  modern  civilization  would  have  dated  with 
Charlemagne.  May  I be  allowed  to  commend  the 
rich  and  flowing  style  in  which  you  bear  your  read- 
ers blissfully?  I shall  hope  to  enjoy  other  products 
of  so  deft  a pen.” 

In  1897  Mr.  Du  Bois  was  appointed,  by  Presi- 
dent McKinley,  consul-general  at  St.  Gall.  Switzer- 
land, assuming  his  duties  in  January,  1898.  Shortly 
after  taking  charge  of  his  post,  Consul-General  Du 
Bois  inaugurated  a vigorous  American  fight  against 
the  fraudulent  under-valuations  of  export  goods  to 
the  United  States  which  has  resulted  in  a saving 
to  “Uncle  Sam”  of  several  thousand  dollars.  The 
appraiser  at  the  Port  of  New  York,  in  a recent  in- 
terview published  in  the  New  York  papers,  has  this 
to  say  about  the  famous  St.  Gall  fight:  “St.  Gall 

case  is  the  largest  ever  taken  up  by  the  government. 
It  is  one  interesting  fact  that  the  goods  now  brought 
to  the  United  States  from, St.  Gall  are  20  per  cent, 
higher  in  invoice  values  than  they  were  when  the 
investigation  began  last  spring.  The  total  value  of 
importation  of  St.  Gall  goods  amounted  to  about 
seven  millions  of  dollars  every  year.  Take  20  per 
cent,  of  this  and  you  have  $1,400,000.  Fully  60  per 
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cent,  of  this  amount,  or  $840,000,  represents  the 
gain  m duties  of  the  Government.” 

A prominent  official  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  said  : 
“Consul-General  Du  Bois,  in  the  energetic  and 
intelligent  administration  of  consular  affairs  at  St. 
Call,  Switzerland,  has  during  the  year  1898  saved 
more  money  to  the  Government  by  increasing  the 
revenue  and  stopping  fraud  than  the  total  cost  of 
the  entire  diplomatic  and  consular  service  of  the 
United  States  and  Switzerland  during  the  past 
twenty  years.” 

Among  the  many  complimentary  notices  from 
the  leading  newspapers  of  the  country  the  Phila- 
delphia Press  says: "Mr.  DuBois  is  one  of  the  ablest 
representatives  of  the  consular  service.”  The  New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce  says:  “We  must  ex- 
press our  admiration  and  appreciation  of  Mr.  Du 
Bois'  achievements  at  St.  Gall.”  The  Binghamton 
Leader  says:  "Hon.  James  T.  Du  Bois,  Consul-Gen- 
eral at  St.  Gall,  Switzerland,  returned  to  his  home 
at  Hallstead,  Penn.,  Wednesday  evening,  amid  the 
rejoicings  of  his  fellow  people  at  that  place,  where 
he  is  regarded  as  everybody’s  friend,  full  of  public 
spirit,  a heart  filled  with  sympathy  and  solicitude,  and 
active  always  in  the  interests  of  his  home  town  and 
its  citizens.  Mr.  Du  Bois'  mission  abroad  has  been 
one  of  conscientious  hard  work  and  concentrated 
effort,  and  it  is  an  acknowledged  fact  that  no  repre- 
sentative in  the  consular  service  ever  accomplished 
greater  results  than  has  Mr.  Du  Bois  during  the 
eighteen  months  of  his  administration.  Switzerland, 
noted  for  its  manufacture  of  laces  and  embroideries, 
has  for  years  been  exporting  to  the  United  States 
a large  percentage  of  its  products  on  under-valua- 
tions, thereby  defrauding  the  revenue  department 
of  between  $1,000,000  and  $15,000,000  annually, 
fhe  quick  eye  of  Mr.  Du  Bois  detected  the  source 
and  enormity  of  this  fraud,  and  he  succeeded, 
against  almost  overwhelming  influences  and  “pulls,  ’ 
in  correcting  the  abuses  and  restoring  the  revenues 
in  the  sums  above  mentioned.  The  President  the 
treasury  department,  the  collector  and  appraiser  of 
the  Port  of  New  York,  have  all  given  expression 
of  their  recognition  of  his  most  valuable  and  dis- 
tinguished services.  Is  it,  then,  any  wonder  that 
those  who  know  him  and  love  him  best  are  proud 
of  his  record  and  greet  him  with  new  and  enthu- 
siastic admiration?  Mr.  Du  Bois  will  enjoy  a well- 
earned  rest  with  his  family  at  his  delightful  mount- 
ain home  during  the  remainder  of  the  summer.” 

For  years  Mr.  Du  Bois  has  made  his  home  in 
Washington  City,  and  is  there  a director  in  the 
Washington  Loan  & Trust  Co.,  and  vice-president 
of  the  Washington  Building  & Loan  Association.  He 
is  a trustee  of  the  Washington  Public  Library,  and 
deeply  interested  in  its  promotion  He  is  a forceful 
and  pleasing  speaker,  always  in  demand,  and  he 
did  effective  work  in  Maryland,  Virginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania during  McKinley’s  campaign.  He  owns 
a beautiful  farm  and  residence  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
birthplace,  Great  Bend  (now  Hallstead),  Penn., 
where  his  summers  are  passed.  In  December,  1883, 


Mr.  DuBois,  while  consul  at  Leipsic,  was  married 
to  Miss  Emma,  only  child  of  Henry  Pastor,  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelle.  Their  children  are  Henry  Pastor  and 
Arthur. 

Richard  Catlin  Du  Bois,  eldest  son  of  Joseph 
and  Emroy  (Taylor)  Du  Bois,  was  born  April  19, 
1842,  at  Great  Bend,  now  Halstead,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  had  made  preparation  for  entering 
college,  when  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  began.  He 
was  the  first  signer  of  the  enrollment  list  of  volun- 
teers for  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  presented  by 
Judge  William  Jessup,  at  Great  Bend,  April  19, 
1861,  and  joined  the  first  company  leaving  Sus- 
quehanna for  Harrisburg,  where  this  organization 
became  "Company  K,  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Re- 
serve Corps.”  Soon  after  arrival  at  Camp  Curtin 
young  Du  Bois  was  detailed  for  duty  at  head- 
quarters. Hundreds  of  sturdy  mountaineers  poured 
into  camp,  each  bringing  the  trusty  rifle  that  had 
captured  many  a fine  buck  at  long  range,  and  which 
seemed  to  be  a part  and  parcel  of  its  owner’s  exist- 
ence, outranking  all  other  earthly  possessions.  It 
was  of  course  necessary  that  the  troops  be  provid- 
ed with  arms  of  uniform  calibre,  and  in  the  dis- 
turbances which  attended  the  making  of  this 
change  by  the  Government  our  subject  distin- 
guished himself  for  fidelity  to  duty  and  tact  in 
dealing  with  the  disaffected,  and  averted  a catas- 
trophe which  would  at  least  have  called  forth  un- 
favorable criticism  from  the  enemies  to  the  Union 
cause.  The  trouble  ended,  patriotism,  which 
seemed  to  have  received  a momentary  shock, 
leaped  into  the  saddle,  and  every  trace  of  dis- 
affection disappeared.  Du  Bois  was  tendered  a 
commission  to  remain  on  duty  at  Camp  Curtin, 
which  he  declined,  and  as  a special  mark  of  recog- 
nition he  was  then  mustered  into  the  service  in 
presence  of  the  Adjutant-General,  members  of  the 
Governor’s  staff,  and  others  assembled  at  head- 
quarters, by  direction  of  the  mustering  officer 
mounting  the  center  table  and  taking  the  flag  sus- 
pended above  it  in  his  right  hand  while  the  oath 
was  administered,  followed  by  the  congratulations 
of  those  present.  He  served  with  his  company  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  March,  1862, 
when  honorably  discharged.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed deputy  marshal  to  make  the  enrollment 
for  Great  Bend,  on  completion  of  which  he  joined 
Company  B,  17th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  soon 
after  arriving  at  Harrisburg  received  a commission 
as  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  of  the  158th  Penn- 
sylvania Regiment,  Col.  David  B.  McKibbiu, 
commanding.  After  a march  of  nearly  one  hun- 
dred miles  from  Suffolk,  Va.,  through  the  Dismal 
Swamp  region  and  North  Carolina  to  the  Chowan 
river,  they  reached  Newbern,  N.  C.,  January  1, 
1863. 

Mr.  Du  Bois  served  with  credit  in  every  ex- 
pedition and  engagement  in  which  his  regiment 
took  part,  notably  in  the  campaigns  for  the  rein- 
forcement and  relief  of  the  garrison  at  at  Little 
Washington,  in  the  second  of  which,  during  a 
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sharp  engagement,  he  twice  crossed  the  firing  line 
of  the  Rebel  batteries  with  dispatches.  He  was 
slightly  wounded  by  a fragment  of  shell,  and 
severely  stunned  by  the  sudden  dash  of  his  horse 
between  two  trees  standing  so  closely  together  that 
the  rider  and  saddle  were  stripped  from  the  ani- 
mal. On  June  I,  1863,  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  the  Peninsula,  to  take  part  in  a demonstration 
against  Richmond.  Lee’s  invasion  of  Pennsyl- 
vania brought  them  to  the  Potomac  near  Antietam, 
where  the  entire  regiment  volunteered  to  remain  in 
service  until  Lee  was  defeated  or  driven  out  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  regiment  was  finally  mustered  out 
of  service  August  14,  1863,  at  Chambersburg.  Du 
Bois  was  recommended  by  Major-Gen.  Foster  for 
appointment  to  West  Point  in  the  following  terms: 
“For  gallant,  faithful,  energetic  and  meritorious  con- 
duct.” I11  March,  1864,  he  entered  the  general  ser- 
vice, United  States  Army,  and  was  detailed  for 
duty  at  the  War  Department,  where  he  remained 
until  October  9,  1865,  when  appointed  second  lieu- 
tenant, 14th  United  States  Infantry,  and  ordered  to 
California.  At  San  Francisco  he  was  placed  in 
command  of  Company  B, First  Battalion, and  ordered 
to  proceed  to  Arizona,  where  after  a march  of  over 
live  hundred  miles  across  the  Great  American  Sea  of 
sand,  sage  brush  and  cactus,  he  took  station  at  Camp 
McDowell.  Major-Gen.  McDowell,  on  a tour  of 
observation  through  his  department,  met  the  com- 
pany at  Maricopa  Wells,  and  kindly  gave  them  much 
good  advice  in  regard  to  campaign  in  the  Indian 
country. 

Du  Bois  for  a time,  in  addition  to  the  command 
of  his  company,  acted  as  post  adjutant  and  super- 
intendent of  construction  for  the  irrigating  canal, 
four  miles  in  length,  for  supplying  water  for  the  post 
farm  from  the  Rio  Verde.  He  took  part  in  many 
expeditions,  escorts  and  engagements  with  the 
Apache  Indians  and  much  interest  attaches  to  his 
experiences  and  observations.  In  1867  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  Companies  A and  F,  of  the  First 
Battalion,  to  construct  a wagon  road  over  the  diffi- 
cult mountain  passes  of  the  Mazatsal  range,  a dis- 
tance of  about  fifty  miles,  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a new  post  in  the  Tonto  Basin,  in  the  heart 
of  the  Apache  country.  Besides  the  duties  incident 
to  the  objects  of  the  expedition  he  performed  those 
of  six  officers  that  should  have  formed  the  full  com- 
plement of  the  command,  while  the  two  companies 
all  told  numbered  but  seventy-five  men,  and  after  the 
details  for  the  supply  train,  camp  guard  and  herd 
guard  were  provided  he  was  many  times  limited  to 
six  men  and  a non-commissioned  officer  for  his 
construction  party,  working  often  three  to  five  miles 
in  advance  of  camp  before  water  and  a suitable  site 
could  be  reached.  Overtures  of  peace  by  three  sig- 
nal fires  having  been  made  on  the  surrounding 
mountains,  three  Apaches  bearing  a flag  of  truce 
came  into  the  working  party,  then  about  three  miles 
beyond  camp.  Having  just  received  by  messenger 
advice  that  about  one  hundred  Gila  River  Indians 
— friendly  to  the  whites  but  mortal  enemies  of  the 


Apaches — had  come  into  camp  without  any  respon- 
sible head,  the  chief  and  a larger  party  having  gone 
on  the  warpath  against  the  Apaches  by  another 
route,  our  subject  detained  them  with  his  working 
party,  knowing  that  certain  death  awaited  them 
should  they  approach  his  camp.  The  three  Apaches 
were  seated  on  the  hillside  above  the  working  party, 
between  them  and  the  direction  of  camp,  when  sud- 
denly the  River  Indians  came  dashing  down  the 
hillside  on  their  ponies  with  the  most  terrific  yells, 
and  it  was  due  to  Mr.  Du  Bois’  tact  and  caution 
in  dealing  with  the  savage  band  that  the  Apaches 
did  not  all  meet  their  fate.  The  superstition  in 
regard  to  any  loss  of  a member  of  the  body  saved 
the  old  Indian  of  the  truce  party  harmless,  he  having 
in  some  previous  fight  lost  one  of  his  eyes.  The 
two  young  Apaches  received  terrible  wounds  in  the 
head,  inflicted  by  the  heavy  war  clubs  of  their  foes. 
They  were  taken  into  camp  and  cared  for  for  some 
weeks,  until  they  had  recovered  sufficiently  to  re- 
turn to  their  tribe.  One  incident  connected  with  the 
affair  is  worthy  of  special  mention.  When  the  ap- 
proach of  the  River  Indians  was  first  noticed  by  the 
working  party,  Mr.  Du  Bois  saw  the  sergeant  and 
six  men  preparing  to  come  to  his  assistance.  Fear- 
ing that,  an  injudicious  step  on  the  part  of  some 
one  might  precipitate  unforeseen  disaster,  he  ordered 
the  sergeant  and  men  to  stand  at  arms  where  thev 
were,  and  through  the  exciting  melee  which  fol- 
lowed they  remained  as  commanded,  and  where 
commanded,  until  he  saw  an  advantageous  oppor- 
tunity for  them  to  advance — an  example  of  obedi- 
ence and  discipline  which  he  has  always  considered 
a monument  of  glory  to  the  country  and  army. 

Overtures  of  peace  having  been  renewed,  and 
the  responsibility  for  the  success  of  the  expedition 
resting  with  our  subject,  he  determined  to  conclude 
a treaty  with  the  Apaches.  A delegation  headed 
by  a chief  represented  that  many  former  treaties 
with  the  whites  had  been  marked  by  great  want  of 
faith,  citing  particularly  the  “Pinola  Treaty.”  The 
chief  further  informed  him  that  many  of  his  tribe 
were  afraid  to  come  into  camp,  and  desired  the  as- 
surance of  good  will  to  them  that  his  presence  in 
their  village  would  give  to  them.  Du  Bois  con- 
sented, and  on  the  day  following,  having  turned 
over  the  command  of  camp  to  a recently  assigned 
officer,  set  out  on  horseback  at  sunrise,  and  pene- 
trated the  heart  of  the  Apache  country,  without 
men  or  arms,  a distance  of  sixty  miles  or  more, 
facing  a terrific  storm  for  two  hours  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  journey.  Before  the  storm,  when 
at  the  highest  point  of  the  mountain  range,  the 
Indian  guide  signalled  his  people  of  the  approach, 
and  after  sixteen  hours’  constant  travel,  save  a 
short  stop  at  noon,  he  was  met  and  escorted  to  the 
Apache  stronghold,  passing  through  a rocky  canon 
scarcely  admitting  the  passage  of  a horse,  and  oblig- 
ing the  rider  to  dismount  and  lead  him  up  the  steep 
ascent  for  some  distance,  where  they  reached  a 
beautiful  tableland  well  fortified  by  nature.  Here 
Du  Bois  concluded  a treaty  with  the  representatives 
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■of  several  tribes,  and  returned  to  his  camp  with  an 
•escort  of  eight  warriors,  followed  later  by  twelve 
hundred  or  more  for  a ratification  of  their  treaty. 
The  details  of  this  unexampled  expedition  would 
require  more  space  that  the  present  work  would 
admit.  Suffice  to  add  that  these  Indians  remained 
friendly  and  strictly  fulfilled  every  obligation  as 
long  as  Du  Bois  remained  in  command,  even  going 
long  distances  to  gather  bunch  grass  and  packing  it 
into  camp  to  feed  the  herd  during  a snowstorm 
that  shut  in  the  command  and  interrupted  all  coom- 
munication  with  the  outside  world  for  some  weeks. 

The  extraordinary  responsibility  devolving  up- 
on Du  Bois,  and  the  onerous  duties  demanded  bv 
this  expedition  of  him,  for  want  of  its  complement 
of  officers,  together  with  the  high  altitude  and  un- 
usual exposure,  proved  so  terrible  a strain  upon  his 
powers  of  endurance  that  his  health  was  greatly 
impaired,  forcing  him  to  seek  a change  of  station. 
But  after  continuing  to  perform  for  two  years 
longer  every  duty  assigned  him  he  was  retired  from 
active  service,  and  has  since  made  his  residence  in 
Washington.  His  eldest  son,  Charles  F.  Du  Bois, 
served  through  the  late  Spanish-American  war,  be- 
ing one  of  the  first  to  land  at  Guanica,  Porto  Rico, 
with  Gen.  Miles’  expedition.  The  members  of  his 
family,  are  Isobel  Lenman,  James  Gladwin,  Mi- 
nerva Collette  Emroy  and  George  Bache. 

CHARLES  A.  BUSH  is  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  and  influential  citizens  of  Price  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  who  throughout  life  has  de- 
voted his  energies  principally  to  farming  and  lumber- 
ing, and  in  all  his  undertakings  has  met  with  a well- 
deserved  success.  He  is  a man  of  great  energy  and 
perseverance,  and  has  effected  many  improvements 
upon  his  land  since  taking  possession.  Pie  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  the  community 
—a  man  possessing  excellent  judgment,  and  giving 
his  support  and  encouragement  to  those  enterprises 
calculated  to  advance  the  general  welfare. 

A native  of  Monroe  county,  Mr.  Bush  was  born 
in  Paradise  township,  November  2,  1845,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Bush.  The 
latter  was  a daughter  of  Melchoir  and  Hannah 
Smith,  natives  of  Germany,  who  on  coming  to  the 
New  World  located  in  Jackson  township,  Monroe 
county,  but  afterward  removed  to  Pocono  township, 
where  they  bought  and  cleared  a piece  of  land,  mak- 
ing their  home  thereon  until  called  from  this  life. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Nicholas 
and  Hannah  (Brutzman)  Bush,  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Monroe  county,  and  died  in  Para- 
dise township  when  well  advanced  in  years,  both 
being  over  eighty.  They  reared  a family  of  four 
sons  and  four  daughters,  namely;  Joseph,  father  of 
our  subject;  Jacob,  wbo  spent  bis  last  years  in 
Bradford  county,  Penn.;  Frederick,  who  married 
Catharine  Brackly,  and  moved  West ; Henry,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Heller,  and  settled  in  Paradise 
township,  where  he  reared  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren; Mary,  wife  of  George  Smith,  of  Paradise 


township ; Susan,  wife  of  Abram  Stein,  of  Pocono 
township;  Sallie,  wife  of  Benjamin  Bush,  of  Para- 
dise township ; and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  David  Heller, 
of  the  same  township. 

Joseph  Bush,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Paradise  township  in  1805,  and  was  reared  on 
the  old  homestead  there.  After  bis  marriage  in 
1840,  be  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  in  the  same 
township,  cleared  and  developed  a farm  and  erect- 
ed good  buildings  thereon.  In  1846,  however,  he 
moved  to  Wisconsin  and  bought  land  near  Mil- 
waukee, but  at  the  end  of  eight  months  returned 
to  Monroe  county,  and  in  Paradise  township  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1862. 
His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying  on  the 
old  homestead  in  1896.  Both  were  sincere  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  their  family  were  eight  children,  all 
natives  of  Paradise  township.  (1)  Julia  A.,  born  in 
1840,  married  Simon  Wagoner,  of  Paradise  town- 
ship, and  they  now  reside  in  Elk  county,  Penn. 
Their  children  are  Mellie,  Minnie,  Joseph,  Malon, 
Walter,  Carrie,  Nettie,  Clinton,  Myrie,  Harrv  and 
Edgar.  (2)  Melchoir,  born  in  1843,  married  Ellen 
Storm,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  Storm,  of 
Paradise  township,  where  they  now  live,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Nettie  and  Annie.  (3)  Charles  A. 
is  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines.  (4)  Amanda  J., 
born  in  1847,  married  Richard  Fritz,  of  Northamp- 
ton county,  Penn.,  and  lived  in  Coolbaugh  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  where  she  died,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Anna,  now  the  wife  of  Morris  Bush.  (5) 
Abram,  born  in  1849,  still  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead. (6)  Etna,  born  in  1852,  married  Malon 
Storm,  of  Paradise  township,  and  died  on  the  old 
homestead,  leaving  three  children,  Ida,  now  the 
wife  of  Peter  Warner,  of  Paradise  township;  Mar- 
tha ; and  Garrison,  who  married  May  Borrem,  of  the 
same  township.  (7)  Sarah,  born  in  1853,  married 
George  Metzgar,  of  Paradise  township,  by  whom 
she  has  one  daughter,  Bertha,  and  they  live  on  the 
old  Bush  homestead.  (8)  Joseph  G.,  born  in  1855, 
married  Laura  Brutzman,  of  Pocono  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  is  engaged  in  carpenter  work 
in  East  Stroudsburg.  They  have  two  sons,  Earl 
and  Clarence. 

Charles  A.  Bush  received  the  benefits  of  a pub- 
lic-school education.  He  early  became  familiar 
with  farm  work  on  the  old  homestead,  and  after  his 
father’s  death  he  and  his  brother  Abram  took  charge 
of  the  farm  and  assisted  the  mother  in  caring  for 
the  younger  members  of  the  family.  In  1877  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Price, 
who  was  born  in  1854,  in  Price  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
locality;  she  is  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Maria 
(Yetter)  Price,  her  parents  being  representatives 
of  prominent  pioneer  families  of  Price  township. 
Her  grandfather  was  Eleazer  Price,  a son  of  Wilk- 
son  Price,  who  settled  in  what  is  now  Price  town- 
ship prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  when  the  In- 
dians were  still  numerous  in  the  county.  Joseph 


214 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Price  is  the  only  living  male  representative  of  this 
family.  Of  his  children,  (i)  Carrie,  born  February 
24,  1847,  's  the  widow  of  Joseph  Stright.  She  has 
three  children — Ralph  and  Clarence,  of  Brooklyn, 
and  Sadie,  of  New  York.  (2)  Rachel,  born  April 
13,  1848,  married  Louis  Price,  and  reared  a family 
of  eight  children — Jennie,  who  lives  in  Montrose, 
Penn.;  Edgar  and  Martin,  of  Montana;  and  Ear- 
nest, May,  Joseph,  Tel,  and  Grace,  all  of  Wilkes 
Barre.  (3)  Nathan,  born  October  8,  1849,  married 
Eliza  Edwards,  and  they  have  a family  of  seven 
children — Clinton,  Lana,  Cordy,  Archie,  Nina, 
Elby,  and  Bertha,  all  at  home  with  their  parents, 
who  reside  in  Barrett  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  have  two  children— R.  Clin- 
ton. born  in  1879,  a bright  scholarly  young  man,  is 
still  attending  school ; Lillie,  born  in  1874,  married 
Francis  Cramer,  of  Price  township,  by  whom  she 
has  two  children,  Hayden  and  Garrison,  and  they 
now  make  their  home  in  Spragueville,  Monroe  county. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriaee  Mr.  Bush 
continued  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Para- 
dise township,  and  in  1880  he  purchased  his  father- 
in-law’s  farm  in  Price  township,  upon  which  he  has 
made  many  useful  improvements  which  add  greatly 
to  its  value  and  attractive  appearance.  It  is  now  one 
of  the  highly  cultivated  and  most  desirable  farms 
in  the  township.  He  has  purchased  considerable 
land  adjoining-  his  home,  including  the  Bago 
property.  Mr.  Bush  has  achieved  success  through 
bis  untiring  industry  and  the  assistance  and  help- 
ful management  of  his  devoted  wife.  His  farm 
is  a model  of  neatness,  and  his  home  is  supplied  with 
all  the  comforts  which  make  life  worth  the  living. 
The  inmates  are  numbered  among  the  worthy  and 
honorable  citizens  of  the  township,  and  have  the 
respect.  and  esteem  of  their  neighbors  and  friends. 
In  politics  Mr.  Bush  is  a Democrat  and  has  always 
taken  a prominent  part  in  local  affairs,  serving  as 
school  director  twelve  years,  overseer  of  the  poor 
and  auditor  for  the  same  length  of  time,  super- 
visor, tax  collector  and  school  treasurer  for  eleven 
years. 

JOHN  W.  KILSBY  (deceased)  will  be  remem- 
bered by  many  of  the  citizens  of  Pike  county  as  the 
owner  of  the  ferry-boat  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  which 
he  ran  for  about  twenty  years  prior  to  his  death, 
in  this  connection  becominp'  well  acquainted  among 
the  people  of  the  section.  Mr.  Ivilsbv  was  a native 
of  Northamptonshire,  England,  born  March  12, 
1804,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  the  land  of  his  birth. 
When  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  concluded  to  try 
his  fortune  in  America,  and  on  September  21,  1829, 
he  arrived  in  New  York  City,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  a number  of  vears. 

In  New  York  City  Mr.  Kilsby  married  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Brewer)  Davis,  a native  of  Lancashire, 
England.  1 hree  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
namelv : John  W.,  Elizabeth  (widow  of  Norman 
Andruss,  who  was  a builder  of  Harlem,  N.  Y.)  and 
William.  The  mother  passed  awav  December  14, 


1858,  in  New  York  City,  aged  fifty-six  years,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Greenwood  cemetery.  While  in 
New  York  Mr.  Kilsby  followed  his  trade,  carpenter- 
ing, and  conducted  a restaurant,  but  having  made 
up  his  mind  to  have  a farm  he  in  1856  joined  with 
his  son  John  in  purchasing  a place  near  Conashaugh 
creek,  in  Delaware  township.  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  at 
which  he  passed  much  of  his  time.  On  May  t,. 
1864,  at  Dingman's  Ferry,  he  wedded,  for  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Miss  Mary  D.  Dingman,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children,  namely:  Caroline  D.,  Mrs.  Lafavette 
W.  Quick;  and  Victoria  W.,  wife  of  John  J.  Fields, 
Jr.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  one  of  the  partners  in 
the  New  Jersev  Car  Spring  & Rubber  Co.  In  1864. 
Mr.  Kilsby  purchased  a farm  about  one  and  one- 
half  miles  from  Dingman's  Ferry,  to  which  he 
subsequently  added  an  adjoining  farm  known  as  the 
Fairchild  place,  and  here  he  resided  until  1872, 
when  he  became  the  owner  of  the  farm  and  ferry 
at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  living  on  that  place  until  his 
death,  July  28,  1893.  He  was  also  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  property  in  New  York  City.  He  was  one 
of  the  well-to-do,  respected  men  of  the  place,  with 
whose  interests  he  became  nrominently  identified. 
An  active  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  he  gave 
the  ground  for  the  church  edifice,  was  the  first  to 
break  the  ground  for  the  same,  and  assisted  ma- 
terially otherwise.  Mrs.  Kilsby  has,  since  her  hus- 
band's death,  made  her  home  with  her  daughter,. 
Mrs.  Quick.  She  is  a native  of  Delaware  town- 
ship, and  belongs  to  a family  well  known  here,  be- 
ing the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Caroline  ( Sayers) 
Dingman,  who  in  their  day  were  prominent  citizens- 
of  this  vicinity. 

William  Kilsby,  the  present  owner  of  the. 
ferry,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  where  he  lived 
with  his  parents,  continuing  with  them  when  they 
removed  to  Pike  county  and  on  the  different  farms, 
and  coming  with  them  in  1872  to  the  present  home, 
which  he  has  since  occupied.  He  has  really  been 
the  active  operator  of  the  ferry  for  the  past  quarter 
of  a century,  and  at  his  father's  death  lie  inherited 
the  same.  The  ferry  is  a flat-boat,  attached  to  an 
overhead  cable,  and  is  carried  across  the  Delaware 
river  by  the  current  and  shoved  with  a pole.  Mr. 
Kilsby  does  a good  business  here,  and  like  his  fa- 
ther he  has  become  widely  acquainted  among  the 
residents  of  Delaware  and  adjoining  townships  in 
his  capacity  of  ferryman.  He  is  unmarried,  he  and 
his  brother  John  residing  together  on  the  property 
above  mentioned,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Delaware  township,  where 
he  has  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  In  po- 
litical sentiment  he  is  a Republican. 

John  W.  Kilsby,  Jr.,  has  been  living  retired 
since  1896  at  Dingman’s  berry  with  his  brother 
William,  with  whom  he  operates  the  ferry.  He  was. 
born  in  New  York  City  in  1834,  in  the  part 
then  called  Greenwich,  the  ninth  ward,  and 
there  g'rew  to  manhood.  In  1845  he  went 
with  his  father  to  England  on  a visit  to 
his  relatives,  going  and  returning  in  a packet  ship. 
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there  being  very  few  steamers  in  those  days.  In 
1856,  concluding  to  try  farming,  he  joined  with 
his  father  in  purchasing  the  farm  at  Conashaugh 
creek,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  first  occupied  by  the  Kilsby 
family  on  their  removal  from  the  metropolis.  On 
April  22,  1863,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Mil- 
ford, with  Miss  Nancy  E.  Drake,  daughter  of 
Ephraim  and  Rachel  (Van  Etten)  Drake,  of  the 
adjoining  township  of  Dingman,  who  were  natives 
of  New  Jersev  and  Pike  county,  Penn.,  respective- 
ly : Mrs.  Kilsby  was  the  eldest  in  their  family  of 
five  children,  viz. : Nancy  E. ; Daniel,  of  Milford, 
Penn. ; Sarah  E.,  who  married  Charles  M.  Partridge 
of  Jamestown,  N.  Y. ; Charles,  who  died  while 
serving  in  the  Civil  war;  and  Mary  J.,  deceased 
wife  of  Fred  W.  Kemp,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.  Mr. 
Drake  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  an  influential, 
popular,  and  highly  respected  citizen. 

On  November  12,  1864.  Mr.  Kilsbv  was  draft- 
ed into  the  Union  service,  becoming  a member  of 
Company  D,  67th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Frank  A. 
Hubbells,  with  which  he  served  until  his  discharge, 
July  14,  1865,  at  Hall's  Hill,  Y a.  He  was  in  active 
battle  in  front  of  Petersburg,  at  Sailor’s  Run, 
Appomattox  and  in  various  other  engagements,  but 
he  was  not  wounded.  On  leaving  the  army  he  re- 
turned to  his  farm  in  Delaware  township.  In  1871 
he  bought  the  old  homestead  of  his  wife’s  parents 
and  removed  thither,  living'  there  until  after  the 
death  of  his  wife,  which  occurred  October  18,  1896, 
when  she  was  in  her  fiftv-eighth  year.  She  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Milford  cemetery.  He  then  came  to 
Dingman's  Ferry,  making'  his  home  with  his  broth- 
er William.  Mr.  Kilsby  taught  four  terms  of  school 
in  Pike  county,  and  has  been  quite  active  in  local 
public  affairs,  held  several  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility in  Dingman  township,  and  in  1889  was 
honored  with  election  to  tne  position  of  County 
Auditor,  which  he  filled  for  three  vears,  giving  uni- 
versal satisfaction.  Mr.  Kilsby  is  a Master  Mason, 
and  he  is  a popular  member  of  the  local  G.  A.  R. 
He  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  this 
part  of  Pike  county  as  one  of  the  intelligent,  worthy 
men  of  Delaware  township,  and  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  his  friends  and  neighbors  every- 
where. 

STEPHEN  L.  CALLENDER,  proprietor  of  a 
good  farm  pleasantly  located  in  Thompson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  is  a man  of  high  standing 
in  business  circles,  and  one  of  the  most  progressive 
agriculturists  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Callender  was  born  in  Scott  townsbin 
Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  April  16,  1852,  a son  of 
Nelson  and  Samantha  (Clark)  Callender,  also  na- 
tives of  that  county,  the  latter  born  at  Clark's  Green 
Lackawanna  county  was  also  the  birthplace  of  the 
grandfather,  Stephen  Callender,  but  his  father, 
Samuel  Callender,  who  was  born  in  \ irginia,  was 
one  of  Washington's  body  guard  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  one 
of  a family  of  four  children,  the  others  being  as 


follows:  (1)  Nathan  was  for  many  years  a Bap- 
tist minister  in  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county, 
but  died  in  Scranton,  leaving  four  children — Au- 
gustus, a resident  of  Scranton ; Jessie,  of  Philadel- 
phia; Stephen  N.,  of  '1  hompson,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; and  Lucy,  wife  of  Albert  Smith,  of  Scranton. 
(2)  Horton,  deceased,  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war.  (3)  Charlotte,  the  only  daughter,  married 
Robert  lennant,  and  settled  in  Preston,  Penn.,  where 
she  died.  Her  children  were  Lucy,  wife  of  Earl 
Finn,  of  Susquehanna  county;  Henrietta,  wife  of 
Edwin  Lloyd,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Josephine, 
wife  of  Oscar  Finn,  of  Clifford,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; Adelbert,  a resident  of  Binghamton  ; Edwin,  of 
Scranton ; Flora,  wife  of  Lewis  Wrighter,  of 
Thompson,  Susquehanna  county;  Ida,  wife  of  Fid- 
win  Cole,  of  Preston,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn. ; Robert, 
of  Uniondale,  Susquehanna  county  ; Earle,  of  Scran- 
ton ; and  Frank,  who  died  young. 

On  leaving  Lackawanna  county,  Nelson  Cal- 
lender, father  of  our  subject,  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  in  Thompson  township  purchased  100 
acres  of  wild  land,  on  the  Wayne  county  line,  two 
miles  south  of  Starrucca,  which  with  the  assistance 
of  our  subject  he  converted  into  an  excellent  farm. 
He  erected  thereon  a commodious  residence,  a good 
barn  and  other  outbuildings,  and  made  many  other 
improvements  which  add  greatly  to  its  value  and 
attractive  appearance.  There  he  died  in  1896.  His 
first  wife,  who  was  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Re 
becca  (Stone)  Clark,  departed  this  life  in  1852, 
leaving  three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
youngest.  The  eldest  died  in  infancy.  Maria,  born 
in  Lackawanna  county,  in  1846,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Henry  Wheeler,  a native  of  Jermvn,  Lackawanna 
county,  and  a merchant  of  Lackawanna,  and  they 
have  five  children — Lucy,  Eva,  Ralph,  Martin  and 
Vernie.  Hannah,  born  in  Lackawanna  county,  in 
1848,  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  Tucker,  of  Jackson, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  they  have  a family  of 
nine  children — Lewis,  James,  Elsie,  V illiam, 
Nellie,  Mabel,  Raymond,  Beatrice  and  Read.  For 
his  second  wife  the  father  married  Ruth  Benedict, 
of  Starrucca,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  And  by  that  union 
he  had  one  daughter,  Emma,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Frank  Wilcox,  of  Scranton,  and  has  five  chi! 
dren — Ethel,  Dean,  Albert,  Harold  and  Ruth.  Mr. 
Callender  was  an  earnest  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  is  also  our  subject,  and 
was  a stalwart  Republican  in  politics. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  in 
Luzerne  and  Susquehanna  counties,  and  his  educa 
tion  was  obtained  in  their  common  schools.  He 
remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  married.  Jam 
uarv  5,  1876,  to  Miss  Kate  King,  a representative 
of  a prominent  family,  and  a most  successful  teach- 
er. Her  father,  Robert  King,  is  now  deceased,  but 
her  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Minerva 
Tallman,  is  still  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callender 
were  born  seven  children  : Nelson  R.,  Everette  O.. 
LeRov  S.,  Archie  B.,  Ora,  Vida  M.  (who  died  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years),  and  Blanche;  the  first 
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three  were  born  in  Preston,  Wayne  county  , the  others 
in  Thompson.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
December  26,  1889,  and  her  death  was  widely  and 
deeply  mourned,  for  she  was  beloved  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  her.  In  1891  Mr.  Callender  mar- 
ried Lovita  King,  who  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Julia 
(Dix)  King,  both  now  deceased.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  two  sons,  Benjamin  King  and  Julian 
Dean. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Callender  located  in 
Preston,  where  he  followed  lumbering  for  four  years, 
and  in  1880  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Thomp- 
son township,  the  old  homestead,  comprising  100 
acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  improved  with  good 
and  substantial  buildings.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  is  engaged  in  stock  raising  and 
dairying,  and  was  for  some  time  interested  in  a 
mercantile  establishment  in  Starrucca.  In  1894  he 
took  the  agency  for  the  Page  Woven  Wire  Fence 
Co.,  of  Adrian,  Mich.,  one  of  the  best  known  firms 
of  the  kind  in  the  world.  Their  fences  are  the  best 
and  most  reliable  on  the  market,  and  are  used  in 
every  State  in  the  Union,  while  the  door  mats  are 
also  very  popular  and  have  a large  sale.  Mr.  Cal- 
lender has  now  charge  of  their  interests  in  Wayne 
and  Susquehanna  counties,  and  is  doing  an  extensive 
and  profitable  business.  He  is  a pleasant,  genial 
gentleman,  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  northeastern  Pennsylvania.  Politically 
he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  while 
socially  he  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Honor  and 
the  Odd  Fellows,  Lodge  No.  866,  of  Thompson,  in 
which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs,  and  which  he 
has  also  represented  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 

MASON  SAXON  WILSON.  In  the  death 
of  this  venerable  Christian  gentleman  and  old-time 
merchant  of  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  on 
March  19,  1889,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years,  there  passed  from  earth  to  his  reward  one 
of  the  village  s pioneers  and  useful  citizens — a man 
who  left  his  impress  for  good  upon  the  community 
in  which  he  had  so  long  lived  and  upon  its  institu- 
tions, which  he  aided  in  founding,  and  with  which 
he  had  so  many  years  been  identified. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  born  June  28,  1798,  at  Burling- 
ton, Otsego  Co.,N.  Y.  His  ancestors  were  from  the 
State  of  Vermont.  His  grandfather  Wilson  was  a 
patriot  of  the  Revolution.  His  father.  Stephen  Wil- 
son, was  born  in  1772  'n  Vermont,  and  was  married 
in  3:795  to  Anna  Cogswell,  who1  was  born  in  1775.  In 
1798  Stephen  Wilson,  in  company  with  his  brother, 
Samuel  Wilson,  and  brother-in-law,  Samuel  Cogs- 
well, visited  what  is  now  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  in  the  fall  of  that 
year  built  the  cabin  which  was  the  home  for  years 
of  Stephen  Wilson  and  family.  This  cabin  was  lo- 
cated about  half  a mile  below  the  center  of  Mont- 
rose, and  into  it,  in  March,  1799,  he  moved  his  fam- 
ily, then  consisting  of  wife  and  two  children. 
Stephen  Wilson  was  the  first  settler  in  what  is  now 


Bridgewater  township,  and  his  was  the  first  house 
below  the  source  of  the  Wyalusing  creek.  His 
nearest  neighbor  lived  five  miles  away,  accessible 
only  through  an  unbroken  forest.  He  extended 
his  hospitality  to  many  a newcomer,  whole  families 
being  entertained  until  their  own  cabins  could  be 
made  habitable.  Mr.  Wilson  was  one  of  the  county 
commissioners  in  1815,  and  was  assessor  of  Bridge- 
water  township  when  the  returns  had  to  be  made 
at  Wilkes  Barre.  He  was  one  of  the  first  converts 
of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Montrose,  organized  in 
1808.  In  1819  he  sold  his  farm  to  a Mr.  Price,  and 
removed  to  Wysox,  Bradford  county,  and  in  1823 
he  located  in  Allegany  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained seven  years,  finally  removing  to  Belfast, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  Genesee  river.  He  died  April  15, 
1848,  aged  seventy-six  years.  His  wife  died  in 
1865,  aged  ninety  years.  Their  children  were : (1) 
David  Wilson,  born  in  1796,  married  Sabra  Tanner, 
and  reared  a family  of  children.  In  1816,  in  part- 
nership with  a Mr.  Gregory,  he  kept  a small  store 
near  the  south  line  of  Montrose.  He  removed  to 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and  thence  to  Ohio,  where 
he  died  in  1846.  (2)  Mason  S.  Wilson  is  referred 

to  farther  on.  (3)  Almeda  Wilson,  born  in  1800, 
became  the  wife  of  John  Bard,  Jr.,  a farmer  of 
Bridgewater  township,  and  died  in  1835.  (4) 

Samuel  C.  Wilson,  born  in  1803,  married  Caroline 
Pickney.  On  August  3,  1822,  he  became  associat- 
ed with  George  Fuller  in  the  publication  of  a news- 
paper at  Montrose  styled  the  Susquehanna  County 
Herald.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  Allegany  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  for  a time  published  the  Angelica 
Reporter.  He  became  surrogate  of  that  county,  its 
first  judge,  and  died  May  14,  1888,  in  Belfast,  aged 
eighty-five  years.  (5)  Anna  Wilson,  born  in 
1804,  married  Dudley  B.  Smith,  and  still  lives  at 
Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  aged  ninety-five  years — the  last 
survivor  of  the  family.  (6)  Polly  Wilson,  born 
in  1806,  married  Miller  Dean,  of  West  Almond,  N. 
Y.  (7)  Stephen  Wilson,  born  in  1808,  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  removal  from  Susque- 
hanna county  and  resided  on  his  father’s  farm  on 
the  Genesee  river,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  (8) 
Orpha  Wilson,  born  in  1810,  married  John  Jen- 
nings, and  lived  at  Lawrence,  Mich.  (9)  Robert 
S.  Wilson,  born  in  1812,  learned  the  printer's  trade 
with  his  brother  Samuel  C.,  at  Angelica,  N.  Y. ; 
subsequently  he  read  law  and  practiced  his  profes- 
sion at  that  point  until  1836,  and  then  removed  to 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  He  was  there  elected  a justice 
of  the  peace,  orobate  judge,  and  served  one  term 
as  State  Senator.  He  was  a delegate  from  Michi- 
gan to  the  National  Convention  which  nominated 
James  Iv.  Polk  for  President  of  the  United  States. 
In  1850  he  removed  to  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  for  a number  of 
years.  In  1853  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  Re- 
corder’s court  of  that  city,  an  office  he  held  by  re- 
election  for  ten  years. 

The  late  Mason  Saxon  Wilson  (son  of  Stephen 
Wilson),  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  was  an 
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infant  in  arms  when  brought  to  the  little  rude  cabin 
home  in  the  wilds  of  northern  Pennsylvania,  and  as 
he  grew  to  manhood,  amid  the  grandeur  and  pic- 
turesqueness of  his  mountain  home,  gathered  an 
inspiration,  as  well  as  a schooling  of  the  practical 
sort  which  made  him  self-supporting',  practical  and 
successful  in  life.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered 
the  store  of  Isaac  Post,  a merchant  of  the  village  of 
Montrose,  with  whom  he  remained  until  twenty- 
one.  For  the  next  three  years  he  was  compelled, 
owing  to  poor  health,  to  give  up  his  position  in  the 
store,  and  returning  to  his  home  there  passed  the 
time  in  regaining  his  health.  He  returned  to  Mont- 
rose in  1822,  and  became  associated  in  business 
with  his  former  employer.  In  1828  Isaac  Post 
retired,  and  William  L.  Post,  son  of  Isaac,  entered 
into  partnership  with  Mr.  Wilson,  and  they  con- 
tinued in  business  together  until  1835,  at  which 
time  Air.  Wilson  withdrew  and  opened  a store  of 
his  own  on  the  site  of  the  old  W.  H.  Turrell  sta- 
tionery store,  which  he  occupied  until  1854,  when 
the  building  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He  then 
erected  a brick  building  on  the  site  where  Messrs. 
Bostwick  & Corwin  rebuilt  in  1886,  and  there  con- 
tinued the  business  until  1865,  in  which  vear  he  re- 
tired from  active  life.  For  forty  years  Mr.  Wilson 
was  known  as  a leading  merchant  of  the  place,  and 
none  stood  higher  than  he  in  the  estimation  of  cus- 
tomers and  business  men.  He  was  accurate  and 
methodical  in  his  habits,  his  judgment  was  excel- 
lent, and  his  probity  unquestioned.  The  finan- 
cial affairs  of  individuals,  estates  and  corporations 
were  safely  entrusted  to  his  care. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  a pioneer  merchant  of  the  day 
when  there  were  no  railroads  or  canals,  or  similar 
means  of  transportation  of  merchandise.  The 
merchants  then  brought  their  goods  from  New 
York  up  the  Hudson  to  Newbury  on  sloops, 
whither  thev  were  carted  to  Montrose,  a distance 
of  no  miles,  over  rough  roads  and  through  the 
woods,  until  after  the  building  of  the  Newbury 
and  Great  Bend  turnpike.  In  the  early  business 
days  of  Mr.  Wilson  at  Montrose  there  was  little  or 
no  money  paid  in  the  sale  of  his  merchandise,  but 
a barter  was  constantly  carried  on  between  the 
farmer  and  merchant,  the  merchant  and  the  jobber. 
The  early  merchants  took,  in  exchange  for  their 
goods,  maple  sugar,  furs  and  poultry,  home-made 
flannels,  woolen  socks,  ashes,  and,  later,  grain  and 
butter.  The  flannels,  socks  and  maple  sugar  could 
be  sold  or  exchanged  in  New  \ork  for  goods.  In 
this  manner  the  good  housewives  early  came  to  the 
support  of  their  husbands,  with  their  spinning- 
wheels,  looms  and  knitting  needles.  In  Mr.  Wil- 
son’s early  business  career  there  were  some  forty 
pensioners  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  residents 
of  Montrose  and  neighborhood,  and  as  they  each 
drew  at  least  ninety-six  dollars  per  year  some  cash 
was  brought  into  the  settlement,  facilitating  ex- 
change among  the  merchants  and  others.  1 his  was 
before  the  day  of  bank  checks,  and  he  at  times  act- 
ed as  their  attorney,  going  to  Philadelphia  to  draw 


their  pensions,  and  distributing  the  money  among 
them  on  his  return. 

Through  Mr.  Wilson’s  long  career  as  a mer- 
chant and  citizen  of  Montrose  he  was  constant  in 
his  support  of  its  varied  enterprises,  charities  and 
religious  institutions.  He  was  correct  in  all  his 
habits,  and  a man  of  high  moral  sentiment.  In 
1831  he  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  at  Mont- 
rose, and  was  ever  afterward  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  same — a period  of  fifty-eight  years.  He 
was  treasurer  of  the  Church  for  fifty  years  con- 
secutively, from  1831  to  1881.  In  the  funeral  dis- 
course his  pastor,  after  giving  a brief  account  of 
Mr.  Wilson’s  early  life,  spoke  of  his  connection 
with  the  Baptist  Church,  covering  a period  of 
nearly  three-score  years,  remarking  that  he  had 
“never  heard  one  word  of  disrespect  of  him  whose 
hoary  head  was  a crown  of  glory.  He  had  received 
our  love,  affection  and  attention.  By  his  kindness 
and  cheerfulness  he  won  his  way  into  our  hearts. 
He  is  gone,  but  his  influence  will  linger  with  us. 
Example  speaks  when  the  tongue  is  silent.  He 
made  straight  paths,  was  firm  for  the  truth,  bold 
for  the  right.  He  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
Master,  his  dailv  prayer  being  ‘Fill  me  with  thy 
spirit.’  He  was  a strong  man,  a pillar  in  the 
Church.” 

Mr.  Wilson  was  one  of  the  founders  of  and  a 
director  in  the  old  Susquehanna  County  Bank  of 
Montrose,  organized  in  1837,  but  had  withdrawn 
from  it  prior  to  its  failure  in  1849.  He  was  treas- 
urer for  many  years  of  the  Montrose  Academy,  and 
one  of  its  trustees.  Politically  he  was  first  a Whig, 
then  a Republican.  He  never  sought  political 
preferment. 

On  August  25,  1825,  Mr.  Wilson  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Mary  (Halsey) 
Sayi'e,  of  Southampton,  L.  I.  She  was  born  in 
1800,  and  died  in  1872.  In  1873  Mr.  Wilson  mar- 
ried (second)  Eliza  Halsey  Mitchell,  who  died 
July  4,  1883.  To  the  first  marriage  were  born 

children  as  follows:  (1)  Saxon  M.  Wilson  is  re- 

ferred to  farther  on.  (2)  Fanny  Mulfcrd  Wil- 
son was  born  in  1828,  and  died  in  1851.  (3)  Mary 

Savre  Wilson,  born  August  25,  1830,  is  the  widow 
of  Lafayette  Fitch.  (4)  Eliza  Wilson  and  (5) 
Adelia  Wilson  died  in  infancy. 

Saxon  M.  Wilson,  son  of  the  late  Mason 
Saxon  Wilson,  is  a native  of  Montrose,  Penn., 
where  with  little  exception  he  has  thus  far  passed 
his  life.  He  was  born  at  the  Wilson  homestead 
December  11,  1826,  and  received  his  schooling  at 
Montrose  Academy.  His  father  being  a merchant 
and  active  business  man,  the  son  was  brought  up 
with  practical  business  training,  and  naturally 
drifted  into  mercantile  lines.  As  a boy  and  young 
man  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  conduct  of  his  busi- 
ness, and  some  time  along  in  the  early  'fifties  he,  for 
a short  time,  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness for  himself  at  Covington,  in  Tioga  Co.,  Penn. 
Returning  to  Montrose,  he  was  for  a period  en- 
gaged in  business  with  his  father.  After  the  lat- 
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ter's  retirement  form  active  business  the  firm  of 
Wilson,  Griffis  & Warner,  of  which  Saxon  M.  Wil- 
son was  the  senior  member,  was  his  successor  at  the 
old  stand.  Later  .on  Mr.  Wilson  for  a time  con- 
ducted the  business  alone.  Since  retiring  from 
mercantile  business  he  has,  with  little  exception, 
been  the  bookkeeper  and  a kind  of  all-around  man 
in  the  office  of  the  Montrose  Independent  Repub- 
lican. For  about  one  year  previous  to  his  present 
business  relation  with  the  Republican  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  insurance  office  of  Billings  Stroud,  of 
Montrose.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a careful  and  accurate 
accountant,  methodical  and  systematic  in  all  his 
business  affairs,  and  a citizen  of  the  best  class.  He 
has  ever  had  tne  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low citizens.  Although  quiet  in  demeanor,  and 
with  the  appearance  of  reserve,  on  acquaintance  he 
is  most  genial  and  social.  Ever  ready  to  grant  a 
favor,  he  is  a most  accommodating  gentleman. 
Time  has  dealt  gently  with  him,  and  he  bears  his 
age  remarkably  well,  looking  and  appearing  much 
younger  than  one  of  his  years. 

In  1851  Mr.  Wilson  was  married  to  Laura  A. 
Johnson,  of  Covington,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  children,  namely : Mary 

Cooper,  who  is  the  wife  of  L.  H.  Sprout,  of  Mont- 
rose, and  Mason  B.,  whose  death  occurred  April 
15,  1880,  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  his  age;  he 
left  a widow  and  two  children— Mary  and  Robert. 
After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Laura  A.  Wilson  our  sub- 
ject married  Maretta,  daughter  of  Asa  Fuller.  Both 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mont- 
rose. Mr.  Wilson  was  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  Montrose  Fire  Company  No.  2.  Formerly  he 
was  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 

JOHN  M.  VAN  AKIN.  The  first  of  the  Van 
Akin  family  to  come  to  America  was  Mar  inns  Van 
Aken,  of  the  ancient  city  of  Aken  (now  known  as 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  located  between  the  Rhine  and 
the  Meuse  on  the  borders  of  Holland),  who  mar- 
ried Pieternella  de  Prez.  It  is  claimed  that  he  was 
the  only  one  of  the  family  to  emigrate  to  this  coun- 
try from  Holland.  They  had  four  sons : Peter, 
Cornelius,  Abram  and  Isaac,  of  whom  Cornelius  and 
Abram  settled  in  the  Minisink  region  about  1730, 
the  latter  locating  on  a farm  at  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent town  of  Deer  Park.  In  ‘‘Church  Life"  for  May 
and  June,  1896.  a sketch  is  given  of  him  under  the 
title  of  Abram  Van  Aken,  of  Machackemech.  As 
will  be  seen,  the  name  has  changed  to  Van  Akin, 
the  latter  spelling  being  found  on  the  family  land 
titles  as  far  back  as  1780. 

II.  Cornelius  Van  Aken,  son  of  Marinus,  was 
born  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  and  was  baptized  there 
May  25,  1690.  On  April  30,  1714,  he  married  Sara 
Westbrook,  who  was  baptized  at  Kingston,  June 
10,  1694.  Her  parents,  Johannes  and  Magdalena 
(Decker)  Westbrook,  were  the  ancestors  of  all  the 
Westbrooks  of  the  Delaware  Valley.  Cornelius 
Van  Aken  made  his  home  in  what  is  now  Westfall 


township,  Pike  county,  at  Theesacht  (Rosetown), 
and  he  and  his  wife  reared  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren: (1)  Pieternelletjen,  baptized  April  17,  1715, 
remained  in  the  Minisink  country.  (2)  Lena,  born 
at  Rochester  and  baptized  September  22,  1717,  was 
married  August  18,  1747,  to  Abraham  Middaugh, 
of  Minisink.  (3)  Abram  C.  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below.  (4)  Annetjen,  baptized  March  10,  1723,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Westfall,  of  Minisink.'  (5)  Elizabeth, 
born  at  Wawarsink  and  baptized  September  19, 
1725,  married  Daniel  Knydendall,  who  resided  at 
Machackemech,  while  she  made  her  home  at  Thee- 
sacht. (6)  Johannes,  born  at  Napanoch,  and  baptized 
January  28,  1728,  married  Maria  Van  ‘Gorden  (a 
native  of  Shippekonk,  then  residing  at  Minisink), 
and  he  made  his  home  at  Upper  Smithfield,  Pike 
county.  (7)  Jacobus  (James). 

III.  Jacobus'  (James)  Van  Aken,  born  at  Thee- 
sacht and  baptized  June  18,  1734,.  was  married  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1759,  to  Elizabeth  lienschooten,  widow  of 
Cornelius  Middaugh,  of  Upper  Smithfield,  and  re- 
sided at  Theesacht,  being  the  owner  of  a good  farm 
on  the  Delaware  flats.  His  son  Garret,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  is  mentioned  farther  on.  John  Van 
Aken,  another  son  of  Jacobus,  was  born  in  1768, 
and  removed  in  1796  to  Phelps,  N.  Y.  He  died  in 
1854,  at  West  Junius,  N.  Y.  He  married  Margaret 
Westfall,  and  had  several  children,  some  of  whom 
remained  at  Phelps,  while  others  settled  in  the  West- 
ern States.  Among  the  latter  was  a son  Simeon, 
born  December  11,  1759,  who  went  to  Michigan,  and 
whose  daughter,  Lydia  Ann  Potwin  Van  Aken,  was 
the  wife  of  William  Ward  Wright,  Sr.,  and  mother 
of  William  Ward  Wright,  Jr.,  a leading  lawyer  of 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  an  author  and  genealogist  of 
note. 

III.  Abram  Cornelius  Van  Aken,  mentioned 
above,  was  born  at  Napanoch,  N.  Y.,  and  baptized 
January  10,  1720.  When  about  ten  years  old  he  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Pike  (then  Bucks)  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  where  he  remained.  He  was  among-  the 
members  received  on  confession  in  the  old  Mac- 
hackemech Church  (Reformed  Dutch)  on  Septem- 
ber 26,  1762,  in  the  presence  of  Elders  Aaron  Yre- 
denburgh  and  Philip  Swartwout,  and  soon  after- 
ward he  was  made  a deacon  in  that  congregation, 
his  name  appearing  as  such  on  the  records  from 
1762  to  1768.  He  was  twice  married,  first,  on  March 
20,  1747,  to  Margaret  Westfall,  who  was  bom  at 
Minisink,  and  baptized  January  31,  1720;  she  was 
the  daughter  of  Jurian  Westfall,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Johannes  Westfall,  and  his  wife  Maritje 
Cool,  who  settled  at  Minisink  in  1700.  By  his  first 
marriage  Abram  C.  Van  Aken  had  two  children : 
Catharina,  born  in  1747,  and  Maria,  baptized  May 
7,  1749.  His  second  wife  rvas  Catharina  Rosen- 
krans,  born  at  Rochester  and  baptized  June  16, 
1728.  They  were  married  December  1,  1749.  at 
Theesacht,  where  both  resided.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Herman  Rosenkrans  and  Arriantje  Oosterhout, 
who  removed  from  Ulster  county  to  Westfall  town- 
ship, in  the  present  county  of  Pike,  and  a sister 
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of  Jacobus  Rosenkrans,  at  whose  home  Tom  Quick, 
the  “Indian  slayer,"  died,  The  children  of  Abram 
C.  Van  Aken  and  Catharina  Rosenkrans  were  Ly- 
dia, baptized  October  22,  1752;  Sara,  baptized  July 
25,  1757;  Thomas,  baptized  July  25,  1757;  Corne- 
lius, baptized  April  22,  1760;  Abraham,  baptized 
April  xi,  1772.  • 

IV.  Capt.  Garret  Van  Aken,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  an  officer  in  the  State  militia. 
He  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming.  He  mar- 
ried Catharine  Cole,  and  they  had  five  children : 
Margaret,  born  February  28,  1793,  who  married 
Levi  Middaugh ; James,  born  October  11,  1794, 
who  married  Jane  Van  Noy,  and  moved  to  Brad- 
ford county,  Penn.;  Elizabeth,  born  May  16,  1796; 
Sarah,  born  October  4,  1799,  who  married  John  W. 
Middaugh;  and  Benjamin  Cole,  our  subject's  father. 

V.  Benjamin  Cole  Van  Aken  was  born  Sep- 
tember 8,  1802,  in  Westfall  township,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering  throughout  Hi's 
active  years.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
like  most  of  his  family  he  was  a member  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church.  He  died  November  7,  1871, 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Fredenburgh),  of  New  Jer- 
sey, born  October  9,  1798,  died  November  5,  1876, 
their  remains  being  interred  in  Laurel  Grove  ceme- 
tery, in  the  town  of  Deer  Park,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Of  their  children  the  eldest,  (1)  William  B.,  born 
August  18,  1824,  died  in  November,  1880,  married 
Mary  Dunning,  of  Pike  county,  Penn.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  they  resided  at  Sparta,  Wis.,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  the  hotel  business. 
(2)  Catherine,  born  April  29,  1826,  married  Isaac 
Wintermute,  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  died  July 
16,  1853,  in  Westfall  township.  (3)  Mary  E.,  born 
September  18,  1827,  married  Alfred  Westfall,  of 
Ontario  county,  N.  Y.  (4)  Priscilla,  born  June  1, 
1829,  died  August  26,  1848.  (5)  Ann  L.,  born  Janu- 
ary 1,  1833,  married  Whitefield  H.  Wintermute, 
of  Deer  Park,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.  (6)  Garret,  born 
January  27,  1835,  married  Elizabeth  Ann  Dunn, 
and  died  April  12,  1863.  (7)  John  M.,  our  subject, 
is  mentioned  below.  (8)  Aaron,  born  July  3,  1838, 
married  Mary  A.  Fuller,  and  died  in  1892,  at  bis 
home  in  Blue  Rapids,  Kans.  (9)  Levi  J.,  born  Sep- 
tember 7,  1840,  was  for  years  a railway  conductor, 
and  died  June  5,  1868,  from  injuries  received.  He 
married  Rosina  Van  Auken.  ( 10)  James  P.,  born 
January  19,  1842,  married  Mary  Edge,  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  resides  in  San  Antonia,  Texas. 

VI.  John  M.  Van  Akin  was  born  May  3,  1836, 
at  the  old  home  in  Westfall  township,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  that  locality.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-three  he  became  a teacher  in 
a private  school  in  Pike  county,  and  also  taught  dis- 
trict schools  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Later 
he  was  employed  for  several  years  as  section  fore- 
man on  the  Erie  railroad,  but  he  finally  gave  up 
railroading  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  engaged 
in  business  at  Mill  Rift,  Penn.,  as  a dealer  in  flag- 
stone and  wood.  In  1891  he  went  to  Harrisburg 
as  assistant  librarian  in  the  State  librarv,  remain- 


ing four  years,  and  he  now  makes  his  home  at  Mat- 
amoras.  I11  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  at  times 
be  has  been  chosen  to  offices  of  trust,  having  served 
three  years  as  county  treasurer  and  four  years  ( 1885- 
SpQas  deputy  collector  of  Internal  Revenue  in  Sus- 
quehanna, Wayne  and  Pike  counties.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Port  Jervis,  and  of  the 
United  Friends  Council  No.  14,  of  the  same  city, 
and  he  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed  in  social 
life.  O11  February  26,  1863,  Mr.  Van  Akin  was 
married  in  Deer  Park  township,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
to  Miss  Rebecca  Hallock,  who  was  born  September 
1,  1842,  daughter  of  Hosea  and  Mary  (Van  Tyle) 
Hallock,  and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Hallock, 
a native  of  Long  Island,  who  removed  to  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  farming.  Three 
children  have  blessed  this  union : Emma  Florence, 
born  April  10,  1864,  who  married  C.  F.  Langton,  of 
Matamoras ; Miss  Minnie  A.,  who  completed  a 
course  in  the  Port  Jervis  Academy,  and  is  now 
teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  Matamoras ; and 
Mary  Edna. 

In  the  maternal  line  John  M.  Van  Akin  is  de- 
scended from  another  old  and  honored  family,  the 
Van  Vredenburghs,  Vredenburghs  or  Fredenburghs, 
as  the  name  has  been  variously  spelt,  though  the 
descendants  now,  for  the  most  part,  write  it  Van 
Fredenburgh.  Willem  lsaacsen  Van  Vredenburgh, 
who  came  to  America  in  May,  1658,  from  The 
Hague,  Holland,  in  the  ship  “Golden  Beaver,"  was 
the  ancestor  of  all  of  the  name  in  this  country.  He 
was  granted  lot  No.  1,  West  of  Broadway,  New 
Amsterdam,  when  “peg-  leg”  Petrus  Stuyvesant  was 
governor,  and  he  afterward  moved  to  Kingston. 
The  children  of  Willem  lsaacsen  Van  Vreden- 
burgh and  his  wife  Appolonia  Barents  were:  Isaac, 
born  at  New  Amsterdam,  October  4,  1665,  married 
Janneke  Joosten,  widow  of  John  Fell;  Cornelia, 
baptized  at  New  Amsterdam,  December  14,  1667, 
married  Cornelius  Martins  Emlsteyn,  February  1, 
1685,  at  Kingston;  Maria,  baptized  at  New  Amster- 
dam, November  3,  1669,  married  Jan  Hendricksen, 
November  3,  1700,  at  Kingston  ; Johannes,  baptized 
at  New  Amsterdam,  October  21,  1671,  was  married 
September  2,  1696,  at  Amsterdam,  to  Johanna  de  la 
Montague;  Annatje,  baptized  at  New  Amsterdam, 
December  8,  1673,  on  January '3,  1697,  at  Kingston, 
was  married  to  Hendrick  Rosenkrans ; Ariantie  was 
baptized  at  New  Amsterdam,  December  8,  1675; 
Willem  is  mentioned  below : Abraham,  baptized  at 
Kingston,  January  27,  1682,  married  Isabella  Paar- 
sel,  January  17,  1706,  at  New  Amsterdam  ; Faniet- 
jen,  baptized  at  Kingston,  NS  Y.,  April  6,  1684,  mar- 
ried Albert  Van  Gorden,  June  11,  1704.  at  Kingston  : 
Rachel  was  baptized  at  Kingston,  November  6, 
1687. 

II.  Willem  Van  Vredenburgh,  baptized  at  New 
Amsterdam,  December  22, 1677.  son  of  Willem  Isaac- 
sen  Van  Vredenburgh  and  Appolonia  Barents,  was 
married  at  Kingston,  November  12,  1699,  to  Hejetje 
Van  Etten,  daughter  of  Jacob  Jansen  Van  Etten,  the 
emigrant,  and  Annetje  Adriantse  (Krom).  The 
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baptisms  of  their  children  are  recorded,  with  the 
exception  of  Aaron  and  Appolonia,  at  Kingston, 
and  are  as  follows:  Willem,  baptized  June  30,  1700, 
married  Catalyntje  Kip.  Annatje,  baptized  Decem- 
ber 21,  1701,  married  Willem  Van  Gorden  (formerly 
spelled  Van  Garden)  ; they  were  residents  of  Upper 
Smithfield,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1735,  and  afterward 
removed  to  Shippekonk,  now  Montague,  Sussex 
Co.,  N.  J.  Jacobus,  baptized  October  31,  1703,  mar- 
ried Clara  Van  Wagenen,  at  Kingston,  June  18, 
1726.  Appolonia,  baptized  at  Albany,  January  13, 
1706,  • married  Hendricksen  Kip.  Ariantje,  bap- 
tized January  12,  1707,  married  Abraham  Ooster- 
hout,  September  26,  1731,  at  Rhinebeck.  Aaron, 
the  next  in  the  line  of  descent,  is  mentioned  below. 
Petronella,  baptized  June  10,  1711,  married  David 
de  Duytscher,  June  2,  1735,  at  Rhinebeck.  Isaac, 
baptized  January,  1713,  married  Geesjen  Pier,  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1734,  at  Rhinebeck.  Johannes,  baptized 
October  10,  1714,  married  Marytje  Osterho'ut,  July 
8,  1736,  at  Rhinebeck.  Abraham,  baptized  Septem- 
ber 23,  1816,  married  Catharina  Pier,  April  16, 
1736,  at  Rhinebeck.  Petrus,  baptized  May  11,  1718, 
married  Lydia  de  Duytscher,  May  8,  1755,  at  Rhine- 
beck. Benjamin,  baptized  March  13,  1720,  mar- 
ried Catherina  de  Graaff  (Kraft)  of  Kingston,  May 
3,  1740.  Mathew,  baptized  April  22,  1722,  married 
Margaret  Westfall,  June  17,  1749,  at  Rhinebeck. 

III.  Aaron  (Arie)  Vredenburgh,  named  above, 
was  born  in  1709,  and  undoubtedly  was  the  first  of 
the  family  to  settle  in  the  Minisink  region.  He  re- 
sided for  a time  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  presumably 
in  Westfall  township,  where  his  daughter  Blandina 
was  born  in  1737  or  1738,  as  she  was  baptized  in 
the  Machackemech  Church  in  May  of  the  latter  year. 
He  married  Sara  Rosenkrans,  daughter  of  Dirk 
Rosenkrans  and  Wyntje  Ivierstede,  and  great-great- 
granddaughter  of  Anneke  Jans,  of  Trinity  Church 
fame.  Arie  Vredenburgh  and  family  moved  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Shippekonk,  now  the  town  of  Mon- 
tague, Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  on  the  river  road  near  the 
"“Smooth  Rocks.”  He  was  an  elder  in  the  Mac- 
hackemech Church  from  1741  to  1764,  and  in  the 
latter  year  represented  the  three  Minisink  Dutch 
Churches  at  the  meeting  of  the  Coetus.  We  have 
the  record  of  baptism  only  of  the  children  of  Arie 
Vredenburgh  and  Sara  Rosenkrans  who  were  born 
after  their  removal  to  the  Delaware  Valley.  They 
are:  Blandina,  baptized  May  30,  1738,  married 
Daniel  Deker,  of  Wallpack,  N.  J. ; Lydia,  baptized 
December  6,  1743,  died  young;  Catharina,  baptized 
June  30,  1745;  Lydia,  baptized  November  25, 
j746- 

IV.  Their  son  Wilhelmus  was  born  [as  his 
marriage  record  states],  at  Ivipsburgh  (formerly 
Kipsburgh  Manor),  town  of  Rhinebeck,  in  what  is 
now  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Van  Gorden,  September  16,  1758;  both  were  resi- 
dents of  Shippekonk.  She  was  a daughter  of  Har- 
manus  Van  Gorden  and  Elsje  Cuddeback  (daugh- 
ter of  the  emigrant  Jacobus  Codebek).  Wilhelmus 
Vredenburgh  resided  on  the  farm  near  the  “Smooth 


Rocks,”  on  which  stood  the  old  stone  house  which 
was  supposed  to  have  been  erected  prior  to  or  during 
the  French  and  Indian  wars,  and  used  probably  as 
a fort.  He  was  chosen  deacon  in  the  Machackemech 
Church  June  23,  1787,  and  in  1789  elder.  The 
children  of  Wilhelmus  Vredenburgh  and  Elizabeth 
Van  Gorden,  with  dates  of  baptism,  were:  Elsje, 
January,  1759;  Aaron;  Benjamin,  April  13,  1767; 
Daniel;  Joshua,  October  17,  1773.  Aaron  married 
Sarah  Van  Aken,  and  was  said  by  the  late  Peter  E. 
Gumaer  to  have  been  the  greatest  local  historian  of 
his  time  in  this  region.  Daniel  married  Lena  Hop- 
kins; they  lived  adjoining  the  homestead  farm  to 
the  north. 

V.  Benjamin  Van  Vredenburgh,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  married  Mary  Case,  October  6,  1796, 
and  settled  on  the  homestead  farm.  Their  first 
child  was  Elizabeth,  our  subject’s  mother,  born 
October  9,  1798. 

HON.  LINUS  WATROUS  MOORE  (de- 
ceased). The  sudden  death  of  this  forceful  and 
courageous  citizen  of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna 
county,  which  occurred  May  20,  1899,  is  yet  fresh 
in  the  memories  of  his  wide  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances.  According  to  the  prominence  and 
worth  of  a man,  so  is  the  length  of  time  in  which  he 
will  be  held  in  tender  and  kind  remembrance.  And, 
as  time  speeds  onward,  there  will  linger  among 
many  men  this  sentiment  of  personal  loss  at  the 
death  of  Mr.  Moore,  for  his  sterling  and  generous 
qualities  were  deeply  graven  upon  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  his  fellow  men.  Those  lives  are  fullest 
of  inspiration  and  value  which  are  unostentatious, 
which  do  the  duty  which  lies  before  them  with  no 
thought  of  recompense  or  recognition,  which  radi- 
ate the  beneficent  influences  of  their  character  al- 
most imperceptibly  but  with  lasting  and  deep  effect, 
and  a character  akin  to  that  was  possessed  by  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  cut  off  in  his  prime. 
He  was  just  reaching  that  age  when  mental  and 
moral  forces  ripen,  when  new  and  wider  interests 
were  in  his  pathway,  where  a richer  heritage  would 
have  been  his  portion  on  earth.  As  a patriot  he 
bore  arms  in  defense  of  home  and  country  during 
the  Civil  conflict,  as  legislator  he  left  an  impression 
for  wide  statesmanship,  as  business  man  he  pos- 
sessed rare  ability,  and,  best  of  all,  his  meed  of 
worth  and  gain  was  won  by  his  own  efforts  in  the 
midst  of  opportunities. 

Our  subject  bore  the  name  of  his  maternal 
grandfather,  Linus  Watrous,  who  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Susquehanna  county.  He  was  born 
in  Bridgewater,  Susquehanna  county,  August  20, 
1841,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Demis  (Watrous)  Moore, 
and  grandson  of  Joseph  Moore,  who  was  by  occupa- 
tion a tailor  and  lived  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
Joseph  Moore,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
near  the  Catskill  mountains,  New  York,  January 
23,  1814,  and  in  1835  removed  to  Susquehanna 
county.  He  followed  wagon  making  until  his  mar- 
riage, April  26,  1839,  to  Demis  Watrous,  the  daugh- 
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ter  of  Linus  and  Sarah  (Luce)  Watrous,  of  Bridge- 
water.  Linus  Watrous  lived  to  a good  old  age,  and 
died  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  His  wife  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  in  Harford  township.  After 
his  marriage  Joseph  Moore  settled  in  Harford  town- 
ship, and  there  followed  farming  throughout  life. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  a member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  died  September  ir,  1894; 
his  wife  was  born  December  15,  1819,  and  died 
March  25,  1873,  and  both  were  buried  in  Harford 
cemetery.  To  Joseph  and  Demis  Moore  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Linus  W.,  the  subject  of  this 

sketch;  Chauncey  F.,  born  September  26,  1843, 
killed  by  a falling  tree  January  23,  1864;  Sarah  E., 
born  March  6,  1851,  widow  of  Edmond  Tiffany, 
of  Harford  township;  Amanda  L.,  born  January 
19,  1853,  who  married  (first)  Oscar  Brewster,  and 
(second)  Rev.  S.  B.  York,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
minister,  and  lives  in  Lenox  township;  Julia  L., 
born  March  14,  1855,  living  in  Harford  village; 
Willie,  born  January  27,  1857,  deceased  in  infancy; 
Miles  J.,  born  June  3,  1858,  deceased  in  infancy; 
Kate  A.,  born  February  17,  1861,  who  married 
Urbane  B.  Lott,  and  resides  in  Harford  township. 

Our  subject  resided  in  Bridgewater  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  removed  to  Harford. 
Being  the  eldest  child  of  the  family,  the  work  of  the 
farm  quite  naturally  fell  upon  his  shoulders.  It 
helped  to  develop  his  native  resources  of  mind.  In 
Harford  he  completed  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  On  June  16,  1863,  when  the  Confederate 
army  threatened  the  State,  and  an  emergency  call 
was  made  for  troops,  Mr.  Moore  enlisted  in  the 
Pennsylvania  militia  and  served  during  his  term  of 
enlistment.  On  his  return  from  enlistment  he  re- 
sumed agricultural  pursuits,  and  also  engaged  in 
lumbering-  and  handling  stock  and  wool.  But  he 
was  a successful  farmer,  and  in  that  vocation  gave 
earnest  of  his  business  ability  in  wider  interests. 
He  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  the  village  of 
Harford,  and  during  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Harrison  served  as  postmaster  of  that  village. 
Later  he  became  interested  in  the  creamery  business 
at  Kingsley,  and  in  1893  removed  to  New  Milford, 
where  he  also  became  interested  in  the  milk  busi- 
ness. An  opportunity  occurred  to  secure  an  inter- 
est in  the  Sharon  Dairy  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  in 
its  management  he  maintained  his  reputation  for 
great  capacity  for  hard  work  and  shrewd  business 
ability.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  the  man- 
agement of  five  creameries,  two  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  one  in  New  York  State,  one  at  New  Mil- 
ford and  one  at  Kingsley. 

During  his  residence  at  Harford  Mr.  Moore 
was  frequently  called  upon  to  fill  township  offices. 
In  1894  he  was  nominated  and  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  and  in  1896  he  was  re-elected  for  a 
second  term.  As  a legislator  he  was  able,  watch- 
ful, conservative,  and,  above  all,  honorable.  The 
interests  of  his  constituents  he  guarded  with  jeal- 
ous care.  During  his  first  term  he  was  instrumental 
in  securing  the  passage  of  the  Erie  Bonus  Bill 


through  the  House  of  Representatives,  and,  though 
the  bill  at  that  time  was  vetoed  by  Gov.  Hastings, 
the  splendid  work  of  Mr.  Moore  was  not  lost,  for 
it  had  a telling  effect  upon  the  Legislature,  his 
former  efforts  being  largely  responsible  for  secur- 
ing its  final  passage  through  that  body. 

Mr.  Moore  was  married,  October  3,  1867,  in 
Harford  township,  to  Miss  Jane  A.  Carpenter,  a 
daughter  of  Tyler  and  Mary  (Graham)  Carpen- 
ter. Tyler  Carpenter  was  a native  of  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  born  October  27, 

1802,  the  son  of* Cyrus  and  Mary  (Tyler)  Carpen- 
ter, of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  both  of  whom  were  brought 
when  children  to  Susquehanna  county.  Cyrus  Car- 
penter was  born  September  14,  1766,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 19,  1854;  Mary  Tyler,  his  wife,  was  born 
November  5,  1769,  and  died  April  15,  1790,  and 
they  were  buried  in  Greenfield,  Lackawanna  county, 
Penn.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Moore, 
John  and  Isabel  (McFarland)  Graham,  migrated 
from  Scotland  to  America  in  1802,  first  settling  in 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1812  moving  to  Susque- 
hanna county  and  settling  in  Harford  township, 
where  they  remained  through  life.  John  Graham 
died  August  20,  1864,  aged  eighty-four  years,  two 
months  and  eighteen  days ; his  wife  Isabel  died 
August  2,  1864,  aged  ninety-two  years,  two  months 
and  twenty-seven  days.  They  were  buried  in  Har- 
ford cemetery.  Tyler  Carpenter,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Moore,  was  a carpenter  and  farmer  by  occupation. 
lT<*was  a faithful  and  active  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  He  passed  away  December  1,  1882,  aged 
eighty  years ; his  wife  Mary,  born  December  2, 

1803,  died  April  6,  1873.  They  were  buried  in 

Harford  cemetery.  To  Tyler  and  Mary  Carpen- 
ter were  born  the  following  children : Catherine 

S.,  who  married  Edwin  Thatcher,  of  Ravenna, 
Mich.,  a retired  school  teacher  of  prominence,  for- 
merly county  superintendent  of  schools.  John  C., 
deceased ; William  T.,  a stationary  engineer  of  New 
York;  Simeon  M.,a  Wayne  county  (Penn.-)  farmer; 
Mary  I.,  of  Harford,  Penn.;  Jane  A.,  widow  of 
our  subject;  Julia  A.  (twin  sister  of  Jane  A.),  wife 
of  Capt.  A.  T.  Sweet,  a prominent  retired  farmer 
of  Harford,  Penn. ; Miles,  an  engineer  of  Olyphant, 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  and  Alexander  M.,  a 
retired  engineer  of  Blakeslee,  Pennsylvania. 

To  Linus  W.  and  Jane  A..  Moore  were  born 
five  children : Mary  B.,  who  died  aged  fourteen 

years;  Fred  E.,  of  Harford;  Bert  M.,  Jennie  K., 
and  Nina  D.,  of  New  Milford.  The  death  of  our 
subject,  which  occurred  May  20,  1899,  in  New  York 
City,  whither  he  had  gone  to  attend  to  business, 
was  sudden  and  unexpected.  He  was  taken  ill  -at 
one  of  the  branch  offices  of  the  Sharon  Milk  Dairy, 
of  which  he  was  manager  and  treasurer,  and  died 
soon  afterward  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Wheeler, 
on  West  Fifty-third  street.  The  announcement  by 
wire,  a little  later,  greatly  shocked  the  community 
in  which  he  had  spent  many  years  of  his  life,  and  the 
large  attendance  at  the  obsequies  bore  evidence  of 
the  high  esteem  and  regard  in  which  he  was  uni- 
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versally  held,  His  widow  and  children  survive 
him. 

Mr.  Moore  was  one  of  the  most  genial  of  men. 
He  was  true  in  all  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men, 
and  the  sterling  qualities  of  his  mind  and  heart 
were  so  clearly  reflected  in  his  gentle  personality 
that  to  know  him  was  but  to  regard  and  to  admire. 
For  many  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  his  many  acts  of  charity  and 
Christian  sympathy,  and  his  numerous  contributions 
to  worthy  causes  made  him  one  whose  life  was 
precious  in  the  sight  of  men. 

JAMES  WILSON  (deceased)  was  for  several 
years  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progressive 
men  of  Mt.  Pocono,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  as  well  as 
one  of  its  best  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizens. 
He  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1844,  a son  of 
James  and  Isabella  Wilson,  natives  of  England, 
who  on  coming  to  Monroe  county  located  in  Para- 
dise township,  where  the  father  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
In  the  family  were  five  children,  one  son  and  four 
daughters. 

James  Wilson,  the  only  son,  grew  to  manhood 
upon  his  father’s  farm  and  acquired  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Paradise  township.  In 
1871  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Angeline 
F.  Warner,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Hiram 
and  Levina  (Fetherman)  Warner,  representatives 
of  one  of  the  most  prominent  families  of  Coolbaugh 
township,  Monroe  county.  Her  grandfather,  Sam- 
uel Warner,  was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut, 
and  when  a young  man  came  to  Monroe  county, 
where  he  married  Miss  Frances  Shirley,  a native 
of  Hamilton  township.  To  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  Hiram  (father  of  Mrs.  Wil- 
son), John,  William,  Alfred,  Samuel,  Jerome, 
Mary  A.  (wife  of  John  Sloat,  of  Sterling,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.),  Hannah  (wife  of  Eliot  Harris,  of 
Susquehanna,  Penn.),  Emeline  (wife  of  Eli  Barnes, 
of  Sterling),  and  Anna  M.  (wife  of  Edward  Wood- 
ward, of  Susquehanna  county).  Hiram  Warner 
made  his  home  in  Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  he  cleared  and  developed  a farm,  re- 
siding thereon  until  his  death  in  1889.  His  wife 
died  in  1887,  leaving  seven  children:  Angeline  F. 
(Mrs.  Wilson),  William  C.,  John  H.,  Ada  J., 
George  B.,  Martha  A.,  and  Hiram  M.  Mrs.  Wilson, 
the  eldest  of  this  family,  was  born  in  Coolbaugh 
township,  in  1848,  received  a good  classical 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  was  one  of 
the  successful  and  able  teachers  in  the  schools  of 
Monroe  and  Luszerne  counties  for  seven  years. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  lo- 
cated in  Mt.  Pocono,  where  they  engaged  in  hotel 
keeping  continuously  for  seventeen  years.  He  pur- 
chased a large  tract  of  land  in  and  around  Mt. 
Pocono,  which  he  transformed  into  a fine  farm  and 
erected  thereon  a good  residence,  which  he  later 
converted  into  the  “Chestnut  Grove  House”  for 
the  accommodation  of  city  boarders.  It  is  located 


on  the  highest  point  of  the  Pocono  mountains,  being 
2,000  feet  above  tide  water,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  and  attractive  spots  in  this  region. 
It  is  only  a short  walk  from  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  railway  station ; the  house  is 
supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences  and  accessor- 
ies, and  the  scenery  round  about  is  picturesque  and 
sublime,  making  it  an  ideal  summer  resort.  Mr. 
Wilson  erected  water  works  upon  his  place  which 
supply  the  large  hotels  of  the  Pocono  Mountains 
with  water,  as  well  as  the  “Chestnut  Grove  House.” 
For  several  vears  he  was  also  engaged  in  mercantile 
trade  in  connection  with  his  other  business,  but 
sold  his  store  a few  years  before  his  death  and  gave 
his  entire  attention  to  the  hotel  business.  He  died 
very  suddenly  in  September,  1897,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  identified 
largely  witn  all  interests  calculated  to  advance  the 
welfare  of  his  town  or  county,  was  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  was  called  upon  to  fill  a number  of 
local  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  was 
reared  in  the  Protestant  faith,  and  thoupdi  he  never 
united  with  any  religious  denomination,  he  gave 
liberally  to  the  support  of  all  churches  in  his  village. 
Socially  he  was  quite  popular,  made  many  warm 
friends,  and  was  a worthy  member  of  Mountain 
Home  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Among  the  many  who 
mourned  his  death  were  his  city  guests,  who  came 
from  New  York  and  Philadelphia  to  attend  his 
funeral. 

Having  no  children  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  some  nineteen  years  ago  adopted  a child, 
Ida  Kirkuff,  whom  they  educated  and  reared  as  one 
of  their  own.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  a consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Mt.  Pocono, 
and  a most  estimable  lady,  her  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances being  manv.  Since  her  husband’s  death  she 
has  continued  to  conduct  the  boarding  house  with 
marked  success,  as  she  is  a woman  of  unusual  busi- 
ness ability  and  good  judgment. 

NELSON  K.  DETRICK,  of  Spragueville, 
Monroe  county,  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  that  locality.  His  extensive 
business  interests  have  brought  him  into  promi- 
nence in  financial  circles  while  his  public  spirit  has 
been, shown  in  manv  ways  and  notably  in  his  able 
and  efficient  service  in  .the  office  of  county  com- 
missioner. 

Mr.  Detrick  was  born  June  18,  1842,  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  where  his 
family  has  long:  been  well  known.  Elias  Detrick, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  of  German 
blood  and  came  to  Monroe  county  (then  Northamp- 
ton), in  early  manhood,  locating  in  what  is  now 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  where  he  purchased 
land  and  cleared  a farm.  He  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Mosey,  and  had  seventeen  children,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  adult  age  except  Mary.  The  others'  were: 
Daniel,  Philip,  Jacob,  Elias,  Jesse,  John.  Martin, 
William,  Katie  (Mrs.  William  Drake),  Martha  (Mrs. 
Bartrown),  Mrs.  Julie  Fleming,  Mrs.  Mary  Eve 
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Hoffman,  Mrs.  Philip  Labar,  Mrs.  Sally  Chambers, 
Mrs.  Susan  Hoffman  and  Joseph. 

Jesse  Detrick,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Northampton  county,  and  his  youth  was  spent 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, where  he  received  a public-school  education. 
In  1840  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Kirendall,  and 
removed  to  Stroud  township,  two  miles  east  of 
Spragueville,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  acres 
of  wild  land.  This  he  cleared  for  a homestead, 
and  his  remaining  years  were  passed  there,  his 
death  occurring  in  1875.  His  widow  now  resides 
at  Spragueville.  Of  their  family  of  eight  children 
our  subject  is  the  eldest.  (2)  Mary,  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-three,  unmarried.  (3)  Depeu  S.,  a farm- 
er in  Price  township,  married  Miss  Amanda  LeBar, 
of  Monroe  countv,  and  has  had  five  children,  David, 
Mrs.  Flora  Landers,  Susie,  Ella,  and  one  deceased. 
(4)  Dimick,  a farmer  in  Paradise  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  married  Miss  Norra  Dennis,  of  the 
same  county,  and  has  three  children.  George,  Electa 
and  Harvey.  (5)  James  was  killed  in  early  man- 
hood in  an  accident  at  the  railroad  station  at 
Spragueville.  (6)  Charles,  who  resides  near 
Spragueville,  and  is  engaged  in  the  stone  and  lum- 
ber business,  married  Miss  Alice  Miller,  of  Monroe 
county,  and  has  had  two'  children,  Corell  V.,  and 
Olive.  (7)  John  resides  with  his  mother  at 
Spragueville.  (8)  Amanda  married  Samuel  Arn- 
old. a farmer  of  Stroud  township,  and  has  had  three 
children,  Charles,  Dessie  and  Francis. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in  Stroud  town- 
ship, his  educational  opportunites  being  limited  to. 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  When  he 
was  twelve  years  old  his  father  began  to  hire  him 
out  among  the  farmers  of  the  vicinity,  and  his  time 
was  chiefly  spent  in  this  work  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty.  He  then  began  lumbering  on  con- 
tract, still  assisting  his  father  with  his  earnings  and 
in  the  clearing  and  cultivation  of  the  homestead. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  hoop  poles,  his  stock  being  shipped  to  the 
New  York  market,  and  later  he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Delp  in  the  hotel  business  at  East 
Stroudsburg.  In  1866  he  sold  out  his  interest,  then 
opened  a restaurant  in  Spragueville,  and  after  a 
time  he  took  out  a license  and  conducted  a hotel 
and  grocery.  For  about  twelve  years  he  was  in 
mercantile  business,  and  in  the  meantime  he  invest- 
ed in  real  estate  in  Spragueville  and  vicinity.  In 
1879  he  purchased  his  father’s  homestead  where  he 
resided  until  1885.  He  then  removed  to  Bartons- 
ville,  where  he  conducted  a store  for  two  years,  but 
in  1887  be  transferred  his  operations  to  Sprague- 
ville. Afterward  he  spent  four  years  in  mercantile 
business  in  Henryville,  but  sold  his  store  to  lfis  son 
Stewart  and  returned  to  Spragueville.  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  baskets  of  all  kinds,  and  in  lumbering,  having 
an  extensive  business  in  planing  and  the  manu- 
facture of  moldings,  mining  ties  and  props  and 
similar  supplies.  He  owns  480  acres  of  timber 


lands  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  also  two  other 
tracts  in  Stroud  township,  besides  real  estate  in 
Stroudsburg,  and  Spragueville  and  a half-interest 
in  a stone  quarry  in  Stroud  township.  At  present 
he  is  building'  a large  residence  in  Spragueville 
where  he  has  several  other  dwelling  houses.  Po- 
litically Ue  is  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  in  1892 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  commissioner 
which  he  has  filled  for  three  years  with  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  public.  He  has  also 
served  two  terms  as  supervisor  of  Stroud  township, 
and  at  present  fs  town  auditor. 

In  1867  Mr.  Detrick  married  Miss  Susan  Rine- 
hart, daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Rinehart,  of 
Monroe  county,  and  a member  of  a prominent  fam- 
ily. Of  their  eight  children:  (O  Vanorris.  who  is 

engaged  in  business  at  Spragueville  with  his  father, 
married  Miss  Carrie  Rinker,  of  Jackson,  Monroe 
county,  and  has  one  daughter  Gertrude.  (2)  Stew- 
ard, who  now  has  a store  and  factory  at  Sprague- 
ville, married  Miss  Rosie  Warrick,  of  Paradise, 
Monroe  county,  and  has  one  son,  Frederick.  (3) 
Laura  married  Warren  Cramer,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship, and  has  three  children,  Chauncey  M.,  Earl  N., 
and  Layton.  (4)  William,  a resident  of  Sprague- 
ville, married  Miss  Sallie  Row,  of  Stroud  township. 
(5)  Lewis  A.,  who  resides  with  his  father  married 
Miss  Mary  Shiffer,  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county.  (6)  Robert  J.  and  (7)  Herbert  P.  (twins) 
were  born  in  1880,  and  are  still  at  home.  (8) 
Charles,  born  in  1882,  also  resides  with  his  parents. 
The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and  is  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Church  at  Spragueville, 
of  which  Mr.  Detrick  is  a leading  member,  being 
a trustee  at  the  present  time.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  of  Spragueville,  and  to  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  East  Stroudsburg  Lodge  No.  946,  at 
Stroudsburg,  of  which  he  was  a charter  member. 

JOHN  A.  GILMORE  (deceased)  was  for 
several  years  an  honored  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zen of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  where  his 
family  still  reside.  He  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  June  23,  1840,  and  was  a son  of  William  and 
Margaret  (Ladley)  Gilmore,  natives  of  Ireland, 
who  at  an  early  day  came  to  America  and  settled  in 
New  York  City,  where  the  father  conducted  a hard- 
ware store.  Their  children  were : Robert,  who 
married  Margaret  Gilmore,  a cousin,  and  both  are 
now  deceased;  William  (deceased),  who  wedded 

Mary  A.  ; Margaret,  deceased  wife  of  John 

Adda;  John  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Samuel, 

who  is  married  to  Kate  , and  is  now  living 

retired  in  New  York. 

When  quite  young  John  A.  Gilmore  came  to 
Pike  county  with  his  brother,  but  soon  returned 
home,  and  did  not  locate  permanently  here  until 
1867,  when  he  purchased  the  homestead  of  the  fam- 
ily. Though  his  residence  was  here,  he  carried  on 
business  in  Jersey  City,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
had  a contract  for  sprinkling  the  streets  of  that 
place.  During  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  he 
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responded  to  his  country's  call  for  aid,  enlisting  at 
Jersey  City,  March  25,  1863,  in  Company  D,  40th 
N.  J.  V.  1.,  under  Capt.  Maurice  C.  Stafford,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Hatcher’s  Run,  Fort 
Steadman,  Petersburg-,  Sailor’s  Creek,  Farmville 
and  Appomattox.  Fortunately  he  was  never 
wounded,  and  when  the  war  was  over,  and  his 
services  no  longer  needed,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged July  15,  1865.  Later  he  was  an  honored 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
was  also  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  was  killed  September  6,  1887,  by  falling  from 
his  sprinkling-  cart,  and  his  remains  were  interred 
in  McFieldings  cemetery,  Hoboken,  N.  J.  Where- 
ever  known  he  was  held  in  high  regard,  and  his 
friends  throughout  Pike  county  were  many. 

In  New  York  City,  November  11,  1862,  Mr. 
Gilmore  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jessie 
F.  Gilmore,  who  proved  a true  helpmeet  to  him,  and 
since  his  death  she  has  most  successfully  managed 
her  business  affairs.  She  presides  with  gracious 
dignity  over  her  elegantly  furnished  home  in  Dela- 
ware township,  where  she  entertains  boarders  dur- 
ing. the  summer  seasons,  and  she  also  skillfully 
manages  the  operation  of  her  fine  farm.  She  has  a 
family  of  seven  children,  namely : Marian  C.,  wife 
of  Thomas  Foster,  who  is  engaged  in  the  express 
business  in  Jersey  City;  Rev.  Alfred,  a Baptist  min- 
ister, who  married  May  Gardner,  and  now  resides 
in  Laurel  Spring,  N.  J. ; William  E.,  a farmer  of 
Delaware  township.  Pike  county,  who  married  Eva- 
line  McMurray;  Margaret  F.,  wife  of  Allen  Horn- 
beck,  of  Dingman’s  Ferry;  Jessie  F.,  wife  of  Peter 
Townsend,  who  is  conducting  a restaurant  in 
Jersey  City;  and  C.  Olivia  and  Jeanette  P.,  both  at 
home. 

Mrs.  Gilmore  is  a native  of  Liverpool,  England, 
and  a daughter  of  William  and  Jessie  (Cristy) 
Dodd,  the  former  also  a native  of  Liverpool,  the 
latter  of  Scotland.  The  father,  who  was  a silver- 
smith by  trade,  died  in  England,  in  1843,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years.  In  1850,  the  mother,  with  her 
three  children,  came  to  the  United  States  and  first 
located  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  but  now  makes  her  home 
in  Corry,  Penn.  Mary,  the  eldest  child,  died  in  in- 
fancy ; Mrs.  Gilmore  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; 
and  William  married  Margaret  Broady,  and  is  a 
machinist  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  mother  is  now 
the  wife  of  Owen  Jones,  a retired  machinist  and 
locomotive  builder,  and  a prominent  citizen  of 
Corry,  Penn.  By  this  union  she  has  six  children : 
Emily  C.,  Susie,  Eva,  Adelaide,  Kate  and  Marian. 

GARDNER.  The  Gardner  family  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  from  which  descended  the  late  Peter 
Harris  Gardner,  M.  D.,  of  Clifford,  whose  practice 
in  medicine  in  Wyoming  and  Susquehanna  coun- 
ties covered  a period  of  fifty  years,  followed  by  that 
of  his  son,  Edward  R.  Gardner,  who  at  this  time  is 
one  of  the  talented  and  successful  physicians  of 
Montrose,  is  one  of  historic  note  in  the  annals  of 
Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Peter  Harris  Gardner  was  of 


the  sixth  generation  from  Stephen  Gardner,  of 
East  Greenwich,  R.  L,  the  line  of  his  descent  being 
through  Perigreen  Gardner,  John  Gardner,  Rich- 
ard Gardner  and  John  Gardner  (2). 

II.  Perigreen  Gardner,  son  of  Stephen  Gard- 
ner, was  born  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  about  1710. 
He  married  Susanna  Robinson,  of  South  Kingston, 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children.  The  fam- 
ily removed  to  New  London,  Conn.,  in  about  1747. 

III.  John  Gardner,  son  of  Perigreen  Gard- 
ner, was  born  in  1737.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  Mumford,  who 
were  sureties  for  Gilbert  Stewart,  the  famous  por- 
trait painter  of  the  Revolutionary  period,  in  the 
baptism  of  his  infant  son  Gilbert,  in  1756.  John 
Gardner,  with  his  wife  and  their  two  children, 
Richard  and  Thankful,  in  about  1771  removed  to 
Exeter,  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  Penn.  Mr.  Gard- 
ner was  elected  a town  officer  at  the  first  election 
held  there,  in  1774,  and  became  a prominent  and 
patriotic  citizen  of  the  place.  On  June  30,  1778, 
a day  memorable  in  the  annals  of  Wyoming  Valley, 
Mr.  Gardner  and  seven  of  his  neighbors  were 
peacefully  pursuing  their  vocation,  at  work  in  their 
fields,  some  three  miles  up  the  river  from  Fort 
Jackson,  when  their  party  was  attacked  by  the  In- 
dians, and  four  of  them  were  killed  and  scalped ; 
one  escaped,  and  the  other  three,  including  Mr. 
Gardner,  were  taken  prisoners.  On  the  morning 
of  July  4,  following,  the  family  of  John  Gardner 
were  permitted  to  see  and  take  leave  of  him.  His 
captors  then  placed  a heavy  load  on  his  shoulders, 
and  he  was  led  away,  saying,  as  he  took  his  de- 
parture, “I  go  to  return  no  more.”  He  proceeded 
under  his  burden  as  far  as  “Standing  Stone,”  in 
Bradford  county,  where  he  fell  crushed  to  the 
ground  by  the  great  weight  of  his  burden.  He 
was  then  handed  over  to  the  squaws,  who  drove, 
slivers  of  pine  into  his  flesh  and  tortured  him  to 
death  by  fire.  Miner,  in  his  history  of  Exeter, 
makes  special  mention  of  John  Gardner.  An  ac- 
count of  his  captivity  was  also  written  by  Steuben 
Jenkins,  as  related  by  Elisha  Harding,  then  a boy, 
an  eye-witness  to  the  circumstance.  The  mother 
and  children,  after  the  massacre,  made  their  way  on 
foot  back  .to  their  friends  in  Connecticut,  passing 
en  route  over  mountains  and  through  the  “Shades 
of  Death,”  in  northern  Pennsylvania. 

IV.  Richard  Gardner,  son  of  John  Gardner, 
was  born  in  1767.  He  married  Lydia  Chapman, 
and  ten  years  after  the  massacre,  in  company  with 
his  mother  and  the  other  children,  returned  and 
settled  upon  the  lands  formerly  occupied  by  their 
father  in  the  Wyoming  Valley.  Richard  Gardner 
established  a ferry,  across  the  Susquehanna  river, 
which  took  his  name,  becoming  known  as  Gardner’s 
Ferry,  and  has  for  a centurv  been  in  uninterrupted 
operation.  He  remembered  distinctly  the  terrible 
days  of  the  massacre  and  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing his  father’s  captivity.  He  lived  to  be  ninety- 
one  years  of  age,  dying  July  4,  1858 — just  eighty 
vears  from  the  time  he  took  leave  of  his  father. 
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Y.  John  Gardner  (2),  son  of  Richard  Gard- 
ner, was  born  in  1789.  At  twenty-two  years  of 
age  he  was  married  to  Rosina,  daughter  of  Peter 
Harris,  a Quaker,  and  an  early  settler  of  the  Wyo- 
ming Valley,  who  had  married  Polly  Goldsmith,  a 
Quaker,  whose  family  was  prominent  in  the  early 
history  of  New  York  Colony;  her  mother  was  a 
sister  of  Lieut. -Gov.  Golden.  Mr.  Gardner  was 
by  occupation  a stone  mason  and  farmer.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  a Christian  gentleman, 
and  an  honest  man,  whose  life  of  usefulness  re- 
flected credit  upon  the  family  name.  In  1819  he 
settled  with  his  family  in  Tunkhannock,  Penn., 
where  both  he  and  his  wife  died,  she  in  1863  and 
he  in  1S67.  She  was  a woman  of  many  virtues, 
of  marked  individuality,  whose  Christian  life  shone 
out  in  great  splendor.  Their  children  were : 

(1)  Mary  A.  Gardner  was  born  in  18x2.  She 
married  Adna  Wood,  and  they  resided  in  Philadel- 
phia, where  she  died  leaving  six  children. 

(2)  Lydia  Malvina  Gardner  was  born  in  1814. 
She  became  an  artist,  and  for  many  years  was  a 
member  of  the  Faculty  in  Franklin  Academy,  Plar- 
ford,  Penn.,  teaching  drawing  and  painting.  She 
never  married,  and  spent  the  latter  years  of  her 
life  on  the  old  Gardner  homestead  in  Tunkhan- 
nock, Pennsylvania. 

(3)  Ruth  Gardner  was  born  in  1815.  She 
married  Rev.  Nathan  Leighton,  afterward  of 
Tunkhannock.  Prof.  Theodore  Leighton,  their 
son,  was  a graduate  of  Yale  College,  for  a 
time  taught  a private  school  in  Yonkers,  N.  Y., 
and  later  for  several  years  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 

(4)  Phebe  Gardner  was  born  in  1817,  mar- 
ried George  Leighton,  and  reared  a large  family 
of  children.  The  only  son,  James  G.  Leighton,  was 
for  years  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Tunk- 
hannock. The  mother  died  in  1861. 

(5)  Dr.  Peter  Harris  Gardner,  born  in  1819, 
is  referred  to  farther  on. 

(6)  John  Richard  Gardner,  born  in  1821,  be- 
came by  occupation  a millwright,  and  removed  to 
the  West  in  1853. 

(7)  Nancy  Gardner  was  born  in  1824.  She 
married  Dr.  F.  B.  Davison,  of  Fleetville,  Penn., 
and  had  four  children,  one  of  whom,  Dr.  Harry 
Davison,  died  in  1886. 

(8)  Caroline  Calista  Gardner  was  born  in 
1826.  She  married  Dr.  J.  C.  Miles,  of  Dalton, 
Penn.,  and  had  three  children — Dr.  C.  A.  Miles, 
of  Yonkers,  N.  Y. ; Edward  Miles,  for  several  years 
a lawyer  in  Scranton,  now  in  New  Cork  City;  and 
Carrie  Miles. 

(9)  Sarah  Samantha  Gardner  was  born  in 
1829,  married  Dr.  G.  B.  Seamans,  of  Pleasant 
Valley,  Penn.,  and  had  two  children. 

(10)  Angelina  Gardner  was  born  in  1833. 
She  married  Thomas  Young,  and  is  a resident  of 
Scranton. 

Peter  Harris,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
these  (referred  to  above  as  a Quaker  and  an  early 
settler  in  Wyoming  Valley),  was  taken  prisoner 
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by  the  Indians  prior  to  the  Wyoming  Massacre, 
but  was  released  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not 
a combatant  subsequent  to  the  battle,  and  with  his 
family  went  to  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  where  he  left  his 
wife  and  children,  later  accompanying  Mrs.  John 
Gardner  and  children  to  their  home  in  Connecticut 
after  the  massacre.  Later  Mr.  Harris  with  his 
family  returned  to  his  home  and  lands  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Peter  Harris  Gardner,  M.  D.,  son  of  John 
Gardner  (2),  was  a native  of  Wyomng  county, 
I'enn.,  born  May  16,  1819,  in  Tunkhannock,  and 
died  April  5,  1896.  His  boyhood  was  passed  not 
unlike  that  of  the  sons  of  the  general  farmer  of  his 
day  and  locality.  He  worked  on  the  farm  and  in  a 
stone  quarry,  attended  the  neighborhood  school,  and 
also  received  instruction  at  home  from  the  elder 
sister.  For  two  years  he  was  a student  in  Franklin 
Academy.  An  accident  befel  him,  when  sixteen 
years  of  age,  which  permanently  disabled  him  for 
manual  labor  and  determined  his  future  course  of 
life,  choosing  as  he  did  the  profession  of  medicine. 
He  became  a student  in  the  office  of  Dr.  B.  A. 
Bouton,  of  Tunkhannock,  attended  lectures  in  1844- 
45  at  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  Philadel- 
phia, and  in  May,  1845,  located  in  practice  at  Merry- 
all,  Penn.  Here  he  remained  until  the  autumn  of 
1848,  and  them  removed  to  Tunkhannock.  in  Wyom- 
ing county,  same  State.  In  1852  he  agqin  changed 
his  location,  removing  in  that  year  to  Clifford,  in 
Susquehanna  county,  which  became  his  permanent 
home  and  the  scene  of  his  long  and  successful  pro- 
fessional career.  He  was  a student  throughout  his 
life,  and  kept  abreast  with  the  times  in  his  pro- 
fession. He  was  skillful  in  the  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment of  disease,  and  ever  held  the  esteem  and  regard 
of  his  fellow  physicians.  As  a citizen  he  was  ever 
identified  with  the  various  public  enterprises  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lived.  Fie  was  especially 
interested  and  active  in  the  cause  of  education,  al- 
ways advocating  every  measure  looking  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  school  system.  He  was  chiefly 
instrumental,  in  1862,  in  the  removal  of  the  board 
of  school  directors  of  the  township  and  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  a new  board, pledged  to  construct  suita- 
ble school  buildings.  He  was  active  in  bringing 
about  the  organization  of  the  Clifford  Valley  Ceme- 
tery Association,  and  of  the  purchase  and  improve- 
ment of  the  cemetery  grounds.  For  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Susquehanna  Medical  Society,  and 
was  ever  active  in  the  advancement  of  the  profes- 
sion. He  was  the  faithful  and  efficient  postmaster 
at  Clifford  for  a period  of  over  a decade  and  a half. 

In  1844  Dr.  Gardner  was  married  to  Adeline 
S.  Richardson,  daughter  of  Deacon  Lee  and  Lois 
(Carpenter)  Richardson,  who'  were  descendants  of 
pioneer  settlers  of  Harford  township,  coming  from 
Massachusetts.  To  their  marriage  were  born  the 
following  children : Morton  Atlee  Gardner  married 
Miss  Minnie  M.  Wells ; he  was  a merchant  at  Clif- 
ford, served  for  sixteen  years  as  the  efficient  assist- 
ant postmaster  there,  and  until  1896  was  at  the  head 
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of  the  Clifford  Agency  for  Fire  and  Life  Insurance 
at  that  point,  which  agency  he  established  in  the 
early  ’eighties,  in  the  autumn  of  1896  removing  to 
Carbondale,  Lackawanna  county.  Helen  A.  Gard- 
ner married  George  Simpson,  of  Clifford,  now  re- 
siding at  Tunkliannock,  Penn.  Adelphine  Gardner 
married  Rev.  James  W.  Putnam,  late  pastor  of  the 
Temple  Baptist  Church  of  Philadelphia.  Edward 
Richardson  Gardner,  now  one  of  the  leading  phy- 
sicians of  Montrose,  is  mentioned  farther  on.  Clara 
M.  Gardner  married  Prof.  Frank  Seward  Miller, 
late  superintendent  of  public  schools  of  Mahanoy 
City,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Adaline  S.  (Richardson)  Gardner,  the 
mother  of  these  children,  was  born  March  21,  1822, 
in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
died  March  12,  1894;  she  was  a descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  from 'Stephen  Richardson,  who 
was  an  emigrant  from  England  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Colony  in  about  1666,  locating  at  Woburn,  the 
line  of  her  descent  being  through  William  Rich- 
ardson, Stephen  Richardson  (2),  Caleb  Richard- 
son, Caleb  Richardson  (2)  and  Deacon  Lee 
.Richardson.  The  Richardson  family  were  con- 
spicuous in  the  early  history  of  New  England  and 
in  the  early  history  of  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  and  a family  of  the  best  New  England  type, 
who  left  their  impress  for  good  upon  society  and 
institutions,  the  details  of  the  family  history  being 
given  below. 

Edward  Richardson  Gardner,  M.  D.,  of 
Montrose,  son  of  Dr.  Peter  Harris  Gardner,  was 
born  August  27,  1853,  in  the  village  of  Clifford, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  village  and  the  high  school  at 
Hadley  Fads,  "Mass.,  from  which  latter  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1876,  and  he  spent  one  year  in  the  academic 
department  of  Madison  (now  Colgate)  University, 
at  Hamilton,  N.  Y.  In  the  meantime  he  had  stud- 
ied the  languages  under  the  private  instruction 
of  Prof.  Timyennis,  formerly  junior  professor  of 
Greek  and  Latin  in  Harvard  University,  and  a na- 
tive of  Athens,  Greece,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated.  In  1878  Dr.  Gardner  began  the  study 
of  medicine  under  the  direction  of  his  father,  and 
furthered  his  reading  also  with  Dr.  C.  M.  John- 
son, then  at  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  but  now  of  the  vicin- 
ity of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  He  attended  lectures  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  and  was 
graduated  in  1882,  immediately  joining  his  father 
in  practice  at  Clifford,  at  which  point  he  remained 
some  six  years,  and  then  settled  at  Montrose,  where 
lie  has  since  been  actively  and  successfully  engaged 
in  his  professional  duties.  The  Doctor,  by  his 
straightforward  course,  studious  habits  and  attention 
to  his  patrons,  has  made  a reputation  in  the  profes- 
sion and  society  in  the  community,  and  has  the  es- 
teem of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Susquehanna  County  Medical  Society,  has  served  as 
treasurer  since  1892,  was  vice-president  in  1889, 
and  president  in  1890  and  1891.  He  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  and  I 


of  the  American  Medical  Association.  Since  the 
organization,  in  1891  or  1892,  of  the  borough  board 
of  health,  he  has  been  the  Health  Officer  of  Mont- 
rose. He  is  identified  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  the  village.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  is  now  a member  of  the  school  board. 

In  1888  Dr.  Gardner  was  married  to  Mamie 
E.  Bennett,  daughter  of  F.  B.  and  Julia  A.  (Doud) 
Bennett,  of  Clifford,  Penn.,  and  to  the  union  have 
come  two  children:  Frank  Harris,  born  in  1889. 

and  Braton  Richardson,  born  in  1891.  The 
mother  of  these  died  in  November,  1894,  and  in 
April,  1897,  the  Doctor  was  married  to  Mrs,  Julia 
Dunmore  (Hill)  Heath,  of  Montrose. 

RICPIARDSON.  In  1790  there  came  to  what 
afterward  became  Susquehanna  county  Cant.  Caleb 
Richardson  (Caleb  Richardson,  Sr.),  one  of  the 
“Nine  Partners”  from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  who  made 
the  settlement  of  “Nine  Partners,”  later  styled 
Harford.  Capt.  Richardson  was  the  hero  of  two 
wars,  and  a man  of  the  best  type  of  a sturdy  Puri- 
tan New  England  ancestry,  and  none  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Susquehanna  county  have  done  more 
to  mold  character,  elevate  morals,  uphold  Chris- 
tianity and  influence  public  sentiment  than  the 
children  and  children’s  children  of  Capt.  Richard- 
son. Such  names  as  Rev.  Lyman  Richardson, 
Deacon  Lee  Richardson,  Preston  Richardson,  Dr. 
Braton  Richardson,  Dr.  Edward  S.  Richardson, 
Rev.  Willard  Richardson,  C.  Judson  Richardson, 
Edward  K.  Richardson,  of  Berwick,  Columbia 
county,  and  the  venerable  Dr.  William  L.  Richard- 
son, of  Montrose,  who  is  still  active  in  the  profes- 
sion, hale  and  hearty,  with  the  full  possession  of 
all  his  faculties  at  upward  of  eighty-four  years,  are 
mentioned  among-  the  number  of  the  posterity. 

William  Lee  Richardson,  M.  D.,  of  Mont- 
rose, is  a descendant  in  the  seventh  generation 
from  Stephen  Richardson,  his  first  American  an- 
cestor, who  came  from  England  about  1666  and 
settled  at  Woburn,  Mass.,  the  line  of  his  descent 
being  through  William,  Stephen  (2),  Capt.  Caleb, 
Caleb  and  Deacon  Lee  Rchardson.  Stephen 
(1)  married  Abigail  Wyman,  and  they  had  four 
sons — William,  Francis,  Seth  and  Timothy. 

II.  William  Richardson,  son  of  Stephen 
Richardson,  born  in  1678,  married  Rebecca  Vin- 
ton ; he  was  a native  of  Attleboro,  Massachusetts. 

III.  Stephen  Richardson  (2),  son  of  William 
Richardson,  was  born  in  1714,  married  Hannah 
Coy,  and  was  also  a resident  of  Attleboro,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

IV.  Capt.  Caleb  Richardson,  son  of  Stephen 
Richardson,  born  in  1739  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  mar- 
ried, in  about  1762,  Esther,  daughter  of  John  and 
Deliverance  (Parmenter)  Tiffany,  of  Attleboro, 
Mass.  Capt.  Richardson  was  a soldier  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war  in  1765.  He  traversed  the 
Mohawk  Valley  before  any  settlements  were  made 
in  it.  He  was  with  Gen.  Bradstreet  at  the  tak- 
ing of  Frontenac.  He  was  a captain  in  the  war  of 
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the  Revolution,  and  was  in  possession  of  and  held 
the  old  fort  on  the  site  of  the  present  Battery  in  New 
York  City  while  Gen.  Washington  and  forces  made 
their  retreat.  On  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
made  a justice  in  Attleboro.  Capt.  Richardson,  as 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing,  was  one  of  the  “Nine 
Partners”  who  in  1790  began  the  settlement  of  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  Harford,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  These  men,  in  the  fall  of  1789, 
at  Attleboro,  Mass.,  had  considered  the  matter  of 
purchase  and  settlement,  and  the  following  spring 
carried  out  the  project.  Their  purchase  consisted 
of  a body  of  land  some  four  miles  lono-  and  one 
mile  wide.  Capt.  Richardson,  however,  while  he 
made  the  journey  and  figured  in  the  preliminaries, 
did  not  share  the  first  division  of  lands  and  settle. 
In  1808  he  came  to  the  settlement,  and  his  home 
was  ever  afterward  in  Harford.  He  was  a very 
capable  business  man.  His  wife  died  in  1822,  and 
he  passed  away  that  year  also,  both  being  eighty- 
three  years  of  age.  They  had  lived  together  sixty 
3'ears. 

A'.  Caleb  Richardson,  son  of  Capt.  Caleb 
Richardson,  Lorn  in  1762,  married  Huldah  Hatch 
June  21,  1 787.  He  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  a dea- 
con in  the  Church  there.  He  was  with  the  “Nine 
Partners”  at  the  time  that  they  entered  into  the 
agreement  with  the  agent  of  Henry  Drinker,  for 
the  original  purchase  of  land,  and  witnessed  the 
agreement  on  a hemlock  stump  for  a writing  desk. 
In  1806  he  removed  to  Harford,  Penn.,  and  took  up 
land  outside  of  the  original  purchase,  about  one 
mile  from  Harford,  making  a clearing  on  what  has 
since  become  classic  ground — the  site  of  the  old 
Franklin  Academy,  subsequently  the  Orphans’ 
School.  He  was  chosen  a deacon  in  the  Church 
at  Harford  in  1810,  a position  he  held  throughout 
life.  He  died  in  1838,  aged  seventy-six  years. 
His  children  were : 

(1)  Rev.  Lyman  Richardson,  born  in  1790  in 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  removed 
with  the  family  to  Harford,  Penn.,  possessed  then 
with  a g'ood  common-school  education  and  some 
knowledge  of  Latin.  He  was  converted  at  nine- 
teen, and  desiring  to  enter  the  ministry  and  receive 
further  educational  advancement  it  is  said  that  he 
walked  one  hundred  miles  to  Wilkes  Barre,  to  an 
academy,  seeking  an  opportunity  to  work  for  his 
board  and  enter  upon  a course  of  study.  Disap- 
pointed in  this,  he  returned  home,  was  married,  and 
settled  upon  a farm.  Subsequently  he  again  be- 
came a student,  this  time  at  the  Wilkes  Barre 
Academy,  of  which  he  was  principal  still  later.  He 
taught  a select  school  in  Harford,  and  during  all 
these  years  was  studying  theology.  At  thirty  he 
was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Susquehanna  Presby- 
tery, and  labored  successfully  in  the  ministry  un- 
til 1840,  then  returned  to  Harford  and  took  charee 
of  Franklin  Academy,  established  by  his  brother, 
Preston  Richardson,  in  1830.  Rev.  Lyman  Rich- 
ardson continued  in  the  work  twenty-five  years, 


when  the  infirmities  of  age  compelled  him  to  re- 
linquish the  charge.  “His  pulpit  utterances  were 
not  distinguished  by  graces  of  diction  or  the  man- 
ner of  polished  oratory.  He  spoke  readily,  earn- 
estly and  impressively.  Glowing  representations 
and  startling  truths  often  came  unexpectedly.  In- 
dividuals and  sometimes  the  mass  of  an  audience 
found  themselves  held  by  a powerful  influence.  In 
the  cause  of  education  his  zeal  was  ardent.  As  a 
teacher  and  principal  he  maintained  unvarying 
kindness  of  manner  and  secured  universal  esteem.” 
Prof.  Tyler  says  of  him : “Mr.  Lyman  Richardson 
had  not  a college  education,  and  was  not  himself  a 
thorough  classical  scholar.  He  was  a well-edu- 
cated and  self-made  man.  But  this  does  not  mean 
in  his  case  that  ire  was  not  educated  at  all.  He 
disciplined  his  own  mind  by  observation,  reflec- 
tion and  the  best  books  within  his  reach.  He  was 
a live  man,  wide-awake,  intensely  in  earnest,  all  on 
fire  from  his  heart’s  core  to  the  end  of  his  tongue, 
and  his  fingers,  and  the  very  hairs  of  his  head, 
with  the  ardor  of  his  temperament  and  the  fervor  of 
his  dove  for  God  and  man.  Full  of  enthusiasm 
himself,  in  the  teacher  s chair  as  well  as  in  the 
pulpit,  he  was  able  to  inspire  his  pupils  with  gen- 
uine enthusiasm  in  their  studies.”  His  wife  was 
Charlotte  Sweat,  and  their  children  were  Dr.  Ed- 
ward S.,  Rev.  Willard  N.,  Maria,  Edward  K., 
George  L.  and  Lyman  E. 

(2)  Deacon  Lee  Richardson,  born  June 
7,  1792,  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  came  with  his  father’s 
family  to  Harford,  Penn.,  in  1806.  He  was  reared 
on  a farm,  and  became  one  of  the  prominent  and 
active  business  men  of  the  town.  He  owned  a fine 
farm,  and  was  active  in  business  affairs,  being  by 
trade  a millright  and  builder.  He  owned  and 
operated  a sawmill,  a gristmill  and  a carding  ma- 
chine. He  was  colonel  of  the  militia,  and  a man 
of  force  and  influence  in  the  community.  He  died 
in  1833.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  April  13, 
1813,  was  formerly  Lois  Carpenter,  whose  parents 
were  from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  pioneers  of  Har- 
ford. She  died  in  1843.  Their  five  sons  were  Dr. 
William  L.,  of  Montrose;  Ebenezer  and  Stephen 
J.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Wellington  T. ; and  C. 
Judson,  late  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

(3)  Caleb  C.  Richardson,  born  September 
27,  1794,  died  about  1866.  He  was  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  Lee  in  the  erection  and  operation 
of  the  Richardson  Mills. 

(4)  Prof.  Preston  Richardson  was  born 

January  5,  1801,  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  accom- 
panied his  father's  family  to  the  new  home  in  Har- 
ford in  1806.  He  was  graduated  from  Hamilton 
College,  and  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  He  re- 
turned from  school  to  his  home  in  1830  in  poor 
health,  and  a room  on  the  second  floor  of  his 
father's  home  was  fitted  up  in  which  he  opened 
a school,  the  germ  of  Franklin  Academy  and  Har- 
ford University.  Prof.  Tyler,  in  continuing  his 
remarks,  quoted  above  in  reference  to  Rev.  Lyman 
Richardson,  says : “His  brother,  his  son  and  his 
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brother-in-law,  who  succeeded  him  (Rev.  Lyman 
Richardson)  one  after  another  in  his  work,  all  en- 
joyed better  advantages  of  education,  but  to  him 
belongs  the  honor  of  having  originated,  and  orig- 
inated well,  the  series  of  classical  schools  which 
have  proved  such  an  ornament  and  blessing  in  his 
native  town.  It  was  under  Mr.  Preston  Richard- 
son, brother  of  Lyman,  that  I obtained  my  imme- 
diate and  final  preparation  to  enter  the  Junior  class 
in  college.  His  school  was  then  wholly  in  a small, 
simply  but  suitably  furnished  chamber  in  the  home 
of  his  father,  the  old  Richardson  house.  That  was 
the  germ  of  the  Franklin  Academy  and  Harford 
University.  Preston  Richardson  was  the  gentlest 
and  loveliest  of  men,  as  unpretending  as  he  was 
unselfish  and  unambitious ; but  a most  faithful  and 
devoted  teacher,  and  a Christian  whose  simple, 
childlike  faith  blossomed  and  bore  fruit  in  a life  of 
rare  purity  and  beauty.  I always  think  of  him  as 
beyond  any  man  of  my  early  acquaintance  resem- 
bling the  Apostle  John.”  Up  to  1855  some  four- 
teen hundred  students  had  been  enrolled  at  Har- 
ford Academy,  and  nearly  every  one  of  them  car- 
ried away  with  them  feelings  of  regard  for  the 
Richardsons  similar  to  those  expressed  by  Prof. 
Tyler.  The  good  and  beneficent  'influence  of  the 
Richardsons  in  connection  with  the  school  which 
they  conducted  so  ably  and  so  well  can  be  seen  in 
the  number  of  professional  men,  judges,  lawyers, 
congressmen,  governors,  professors,  school  teach- 
ers, ministers  and  intelligent  business  men  that  at- 
tended the  school  who  call  them  blessed.  Among 
them  many  have  their  names  written  on  the  role  of 
fame. 

(5)  Dr.  Braton  Richardson  was  born  in  1803 
in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  was  brought  to  Llarford, 
Penn.,  with  the  family  in  1806.  He  had  but  lim- 
ited educational  advantages,  but  diligently  prose- 
cuted his  studies  at  home.  He  studied  medicine 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Thomas  Sweet,  of 
Canaan,  Penn.,  and  Dr.  Charles  Marshall,  of  New- 
ton, N.  J.,  respectively.  He  attended  lectures  at 
the  Western  Medical  College,  Fairfield,  N.  Y.,  and 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  1829  at  Carhop - 
dale,  Penn.  In  1830  he  located  in  Brooklyn,  Penn., 
and  there  lived  a life  of  usefulness  in  the  com- 
munity, adorned  the  profession,  and  was  an  hon- 
ored citizen  to  the  close  of  his  life,  dying  March  20, 
1864.  He  received  a diploma  in  1834  from  the 
Albany  (N.  Y.)  Medical  College.  As  a physician 
Dr.  Richardson  was  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the 
profession  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  was  very 
punctual  in  all  his  engagements.  He  was  precise, 
dignified  and  courtly  in  manner.  He  often  repre- 
sented the  Susquehanna  County  Medical  Society  at 
the  State  Society,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  cen- 
sors. He  was  twice  a delegate  to  the  American 
Medical  Association.  He  was  the  president  of  the 
Susquehanna  County  Medical  Society  at  its  organ- 
ization in  1838  and  several  times  thereafter.  In 
1840  he  was  r.  arried  to  Lucy  C.,  daughter  of 
Joshua  Miles,  Jr.,  of  Brooklyn,  Pennsylvania. 


William  Lee  Richardson,  son  of  Deacon  Lee 
Richardson,  was  born  June  7,  1815,  at  Harford, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  He  remained  at  home 
until  the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  in 
1833,  when  the  son  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  He 
was  of  a mechanical  turn  of  mind,  and  working, 
with  his  father  ne  had  become  proficient  as  a car- 
penter and  joiner.  He  had  no  taste  for  the  drudg- 
ery of  a farm.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  until  the  fall  of  1839,  when,  owing 
to  his  inability  physically  to  work  at  the  bench,  he 
decided  to  study  medicine.  This  he  did  under  the 
direction  of  his  uncle,  the  late  Dr.  Braton  Richard- 
son, a physician  of  distinction  of  Brooklyn,  Penn. 
He  had  made  his  home  with  his  uncle  from  the 
spring  of  1838,  and  was  the  builder  of  the  latter’s 
commodious  and  elegant  home  property.  After 
pursuing  the  required  course  of  study  the  young 
student  entered  the  Western  District  branch  of  the 
University  of  New  York,  located  at  Fairfield,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  attended  a course  of  lectures — the 
first  course  of  lectures  delivered  by  the  late  Dr. 
Frank  H.  Hamilton.  Subsequently,  in  1840, 
young  Richardson  attended  another  course  of  lec- 
tures, this  time  at  the  Geneva  (N.  Y.)  Medical 
College.  Shortly  thereafter  he  cast  his  lot  with 
the  people  of  Brooklyn,  Penn.,  where  he  hung  out 
his  “shingle”  and  entered  upon  a medical  career 
that  has  since  been  followed  with  skill,  ability  and 
marked  success.  In  1842  he  became  associated  in 
practice  with  Dr.  Braton  Richardson,  in  Brooklyn 
Centre,  remaining  with  him  some  years  and  then 
again  practicing  independently  in  the  same  village. 
Dr.  Richardson  further  equipped  himself  for  his 
work  by  taking  a course  of  lectures  in  1847-48  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1849.  He  con- 
tinued to  practice  at  Brooklyn  until  March,  1854, 
at  which  time  he  located  in  practice  at  Nesquehon- 
ing,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  and  for  four  years  was 
employed  as  physician  by  several  large  mining 
companies.  In  1858  he  removed  to  Montrose,  re- 
turning the  same  year,  however,  to  the  mining 
town  Nesquehoning,  where  he  remained  until 
1867.  Returning  that  year  to  Montrose,  he  has 
since  remained  there,  and  has  for  thirty  years  been 
in  active  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has 
held  in  no  stinted  measure  the  love,  esteem  and 
high  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Covering  a 
period  of  nearly  fifty  years  the  Doctor  has  been 
more  or  less  identified  with  the  Susquehanna  Coun- 
ty Medical  Society,  and  has  served  the  profession 
in  that  society  in  various  official  relations.  He  was 
its  secretary  forty  years  ago,  its  president  from 
1873  to  1876,  represented  it  in  the  State  Society  in 
1859,  1871,  1875,  1876,  1884  and  188s,  and  also 
at  times  has  been  its  vice-president.  He  was  hon- 
ored by  the  State  Medical  Society  as  a delegate  to 
the  International  Medical  Society  held  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  in  1876. 

“Dr.  Richardson  has  always  been  a faithful 
and  conscientious  physician,  kind  and  attentive  to 
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liis  patients,  gentlemanly  and  courteous  to  brother 
practitioners,  and  a strict  observer  of  the  code  of 
ethics.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Medical 
Society  where  he  resides.”  He  has  been  a plain, 
unassuming  man  in  all  his  professional  career,  and 
his  many  patients  through  the  unusually  long 
period  of  an  active  practice  that  has  been  allotted 
him  have  been  his  steadfast  friends.  The  Doctor 
has  ever  enjoyed  an  occasional  hunt  and  fish.  He 
is  a lover  of  a good  horse,  a good  judge  of  horse- 
flesh, and  has  usually  owned  a good  animal. 

In  1849  Dr.  Richardson  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Fish,  a descendant  of  early  settlers  of  Brook- 
lyn township.  She  died  December  4,  1895,  leav- 
ing no  children.  The  Doctor  is  a Democrat  in  po- 
litical sentiment. 

SAMUEL  SPRAGLE  is  now  retired  from  the 
labors  of  a long  and  active  life,  and  is  spending  his 
declining  days  in  the  midst  of  ease  and  plenty  at  his 
comfortable  home  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county.  His  position,  socially  and  financially,  is  the 
result  of  his  own  unaided  industry,  coupled  with 
sound  sense  and  excellent  business  capacity  with 
which  nature  endowed  him. 

Mr.  Spragle  was  born  in  Hamilton  township, 
December  3,  1823,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Catherine 
(Myers)  Spragle,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
that  township.  The  father  was  born  November  9, 
1790,  on  the  farm  where  his  parents  had  squatted 
on  coming  to  the  county  that  year.  During  early 
life  he  worked  at  the  wheelwright’s  trade,  but  in 
later  years  devoted  his  attention  to  farming.  He 
was  progressive,  thrifty  and  industrious,  and  at 
one  time  owned  four  farms  in  Hamilton  township, 
aggregating  425  acres ; but  during  the  panic  of 
1835  he  was  obliged  to  make  an  assignment.  He 
was  quite  prominent  *in  early  days,  and  was  called 
upon  to  fill  many  township  offices.  Religiously  he 
was  a member  of  the  Society  of  F riends.  He  died 
March  28,  1858,  his  wife  in  i860,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years,  and  both  were  buried  at  Strouds-  j 
burg.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Melcher, 
who  served  as  district  surveyor,  married  Julian 
Trivley,  and  died  in  Stroudsburg;  Sarah  married 
John  H.  Kunkle,  and  moved  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
tv, Penn.,  where  she  died ; Christianna  married 
John  Wolf,  and  moved  to  Iowa,  where  her  death 
occurred;  Julia  A.  married  Noah  Phillips,  and  died 
in  Pittston,  Penn. : Samuel  is  next  in  the  order  of 
birth ; Sophia  married  Philip  A ildrick,  and  died  in 
Slatington,  Penn.;  Mary  A.  is  the  widow  of 
William  Sherrer,  and  a resident  of  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.;  Jacob  married  Elizabeth  Major,  and  died 
In  Iowa:  William  married  Abesenia  Frieland,  and 
died  in  Stroudsburg,  Penn.;  and  Catherine  is  the 
widow  of  Jonas  Altimus,  and  a resident  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
George  and  Sophia  (LaBar)  Spragle,  natives  of 
Lancaster  and  Monroe  counties,  Penn.,  respectively. 
Both  died  in  the  latter  county,  whither  the  grand- 


father removed  in  early  life,  and  here  he  followed 
the  mason’s  trade.  Their  children  were:  Jacob, 
(father  of  our  subject),  Daniel,  George,  John, 
Joseph,  Abraham,  Fanny  (wife  of  George  Learn), 
Peggie  (Mrs.  Carmer),  Mary  (wife  of  Joseph 
Learn),  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Miller).  The  daugh- 
ters all  became  residents  of  Cattaraugus  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  died.  Our  subject’s  maternal  grand- 
father, John  Lewis  Myers,  was  a native  of  Hessen- 
Cassel,  Germany,  and  on  his  emigration  to  Ameri- 
ca, in  1775,  located  in  Monroe  (then  Northampton) 
county,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home.  He 
was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Plamilton  Church, 
one  of  the  first  churches  established  in  Monroe 
county,  it  being  organized  in  1745. 

Remaining  at  home  with  his  parents,  Samuel 
Spragle  learned  the  wheelwright's  trade  with  his 
father,  and  made  that  occupation  his  life  work, 
carrying  on  business  for  himself  until  1896,  when 
he  laid  aside  all  business  cares.  He  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  office.  He  is  an  intelligent,  well-in- 
formed man,  possessed  of  superior  business  tact 
and  sound  common  sense,  which  make  him  an  in- 
valuable member  of  the  community.  He  is  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  was  of- 
ficially connected  with  the  same  for  many  years, 
his  last  office  being  president  of  the  board  of  vestry, 
but  he  recently  resigned  as  his  hearing  had  become 
impaired.  He  has  the  reputation  of  possessing 
the  best  memory  of  many  persons  in  his  section  of 
the  county,  and  he  can  relate  many  interesting  in- 
cidents of  pioneer  life. 

In  1848,  Mr.  Spragle  married  Miss  Lydia 
Hartman,  a daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Maria  Hart- 
man, who  were  natives  of  Lehigh  county,  Penn., 
and  came  to  Monroe  county  at  an  early  day.  Mrs. 
Spragle  died  in  March,  1868,  at  the  age_  of  forty- 
two  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  St.  John  s Church. 
The  children  born  of  this  union  were  Maria,  now 
the  wife  of  George  T.  Alliger,  a farmer  of  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county,  by  whom  she  has  three 
children ; Alvin,  who  married  Elizabeth  Hallet.  and 
is  employed  in  a hotel  at  Delaware  W ater  Gap; 
Samuel  and  Emma  L.,  both  of  whom  died  young; 
Almira,  deceased  wife  of  Louis  Edinger ; and 
Annie  J.,  wife  of  Frank  Shaw.  Mr.  Spragle  was 
again  married,  this  time  in  November,  1870,  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  to  Mrs.  Sarah 
J.  (Snyder)  Hartman,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
four  children : Elmer,  a druggist  and  physician  re- 
siding at  Philadelphia ; Herbert,  who  married  Rosa 
Dreher,  and  is  a section  boss  on  the  railroad,  now 
residing  in  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county ; and 
Mary  and  Rachel  S.,  both  at  home. 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Spragle  was  born  in  Hamilton 
township,  in  June,  1842,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Mary  Snyder,  well-known  farming  people  of  Mon- 
roe county,  where  they  spent  their  entire  lives.  The 
father  died  in  1887,  aged  seventy-five  years,  the 
mother  in  1890,  aged  seventy  vears,  and  both  were 
buried'  at  St.  John’s  Evangelical  Church,  Hamil- 
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ton  township.  Their  children  were:  Isaiah,  John 
and  Charles,  all  farmers  of  Hamilton  township; 
Sarah  J.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Mary  E.,  widow 
of  Reuben  Selliner,  and  a resident  of  Philadelphia. 
Mrs.  Spragle's  paternal  grandfather,  John  Snyder, 
was  also  an  agriculturist  of  Monroe  county,  where 
he  spent  his  entire  life,  while  her  maternal  grand- 
father, John  D.  Hartman,  was  a native  of  Lehigh 
county,  and  in  1830  came  to  Monroe  county,  where 
he  also  carried  on  farming  until  his  death. 

STEPHEN  TUTTLE,  one  of  the  leading  and 
representative  citizens  of  Springville,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  business 
as  a furniture  dealer  and  undertaker,  belongs  to  an 
old  and  prominent  New  England  family,  which  vvas 
founded  in  this  country  in  April,  1635,  bv  William 
Tuttle,  of  Boston,  who  arrived  on  the  ship  “Planter.” 

From  his  son,  Jonathan,  our  subject  is  a direct 
descendant.  Jonathan  Tuttle  was  baptized  at 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  July  8,  1637,  and  he  married  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  Lieut.  Francis  Bell,  of  Stamford, 
Conn.  She  was  born  in  August,  1643,  and  died  in 
1676.  About  1670,  he  founded  a settlement  near  the 
Quinnipiac  river,  near  New  Haven,  Conn.  He  built 
a bridge  over  the  river,  which  was  known  as  the 
Tuttle  bridge,  and  by  a decree  of  the  court  was  al- 
lowed to  demand  a fee  of  each  traveler  passing  over 
it.  He  died  in  1705,  leaving  six  children.  His  son, 
Wiliam  Tuttle  was  born  May  25,  1673,  and 

died  in  1727.  He  wedded  Mary  Abernatha,  who 
was  born  in  March,  1679  or  1680,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  eleven  children.  Their  youngest 
child,  Daniel  Tuttle,  was  born  April  30,  1722,  and 
married  Phoebe  Beach,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
ty-two  years.  Of  their  seven  children,  the  eldest, 
Zophar  Tuttle,  was  born  July  19,  1743,  and  was 
married,  January  11,  1767,  to  Hannah  Doolittle,  of 
Wallingford,  Conn.  At  an  early  day  he  went  to 
Vermont,  later  coming  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  where  he  died,  leaving  three  sons. 

The  eldest,  Ezra  Tuttle,  was  born  in  Walling- 
ford, Conn.,  March  20,  1768,  and  when  young  was 
taken  by  his  father  to  Vermont,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried, June  1,  1787,  to  Rebecca  Thomas,  who  was 
born  March  7,  .1766,  and  died  December  30,  1842. 
In  February,  1801,  with  his  wife  and  six  children, 
he  left  Weathersfield,  Windsor  Co.,  Vt.,  and  ar- 
rived in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  March. 
He  located  in  Springville  township,  and  purchased 
land  under  the  common  title,  paying  $300  for  300 
acres,  but  afterward  had  to  pay  $500  more  to  secure 
his  title  from  the  Pennsylvania  claimant,  Henry 
Drinker.  Here  he  died  March  9,  1826,  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a carpenter, 
millwright  and  farmer  by  occupation,  was  an  act- 
ive and  energetic  man,  and  with  the  aid  of  his  sons 
cleared  250  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  built  the 
first  frame  building  in  Springville  township.  He 
was  interested  in  all  the  public  improvements  of  his 
neighborhood  and  county,  and  constructed  a large 
part  of  the  Wilkes  Barre  turnpike. 


The  eldest  of  the  seven  children  born  to  this 
worthy  pioneer  was  Abiathar  Tuttle,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  who  was  born  March  29,  1788,.  and 
died  in  Springville,  Penn.,  March  7,  1879,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years.  He  was  a well- 
preserved  man,  and  at  the  age  of  eighty  hewed 
all  the  timber  for  a granary,  18x26  feet.  For  some 
years  prior  to  1850,  he  resided  in  White  Haven, 
Penn.,  and  was  a leader  in  local  affairs ; a member 
of  the  council  on  its  organization  as  a borough  ; 
and  for  several  years  acted  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  township  of  Anson.  In  1820  he  united  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  re- 
mained an  active  and  consistent  member  until  his 
death.  He  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  1816, 
and  was  a most  worthy  and  exemplary  man,  highly 
esteemed  wherever  known.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred at  White  Haven.  On  March  6,  1811,  he  mar- 
ried Jane  Rosencrantz,  who  was  born  October  8, 
1789,  and  died  May  24,  1842.  He  was  again  mar- 
ried, May  6,  1850,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Sarah  Loomis,  who  died  several  years  before  his 
death.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  four  children, 
of  whom,  John,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
eldest;  Stephen,  born  May  3,  1817,  is  now  a resident 
of  St.  Paul,  Minn. ; Edward  P.,  born  April  17,  1821, 
is  a justice  of  the  peace  and  an  insurance  and  col- 
lecting agent  of  White  Flaven,  Penn. ; and  Sarah 
Rebecca,  born  November  23,  1824,  married  James 
L.  Winder,  and  resides  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

John  Tuttle,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Novem- 
ber 17,  1812,  and  although  in  early  life  he  spent 
some  time  elsewhere,  he  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead which  his  father  had  purchased,  and  of  which 
he  subsequently  became  the  owner.  From  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party  he  was  one  of 
its  stanch  supporters,  and  witldield  his  aid  from  no 
enterprise,  which  he  believed  calculated  to  advance 
the  public  welfare.  He  was  married,  February  11, 
1847,  to  Miss  Sarah  Gray,  of  Kingston,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  who  was  born  August  25,  1823,  and  died 
August  25,  1888.  He  died  September  30,  1898, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Of 
their  children,  A.  B.  is  a resident  of  Springville ; 
Jennie  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years;  Ste- 
phen is  our  subject;  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen ; James  W.  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead : and 
Sophrona  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Corwin,  of  Bingham- 
ton, New  York. 

Stephen  Tuttle,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  November  23,  1851,  and  received  the 
advantages  of  a common-school  education.  He  re- 
mained on  the  home  farm  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, and  then  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and 
clerked  in  a store  in  Springville.  In  1881,  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  A.  B.,  he  opened  an  under- 
taker’s establishment  at  that  place,  under  the  firm 
style  of  Tuttle  Brothers,  but  since  1889  he  has  been 
alone  in  the  business.  He  carries  a line  of  furni- 
ture in  connection  with  the  undertaking  business. 
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and  is  now  at  the  head  of  a large  and  profitable 
business.  He  has  made  good  use  of  his  opportuni- 
ties in  life,  has  prospered  from  year  to  year,  and  con- 
ducted all  business  matters  carefully  and  success- 
fully, and  in  all  his  acts  displays  an  aptitude  for 
successful  management.  He  is  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Republican  party  in  his  community,  and  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  county  committee,  as 
constable,  and  collector  of  taxes  for  his  township 
four  years,  also  as  auditor  six  years.  Socially  he  has 
been  a member  of  Maple  Lodge  No.  992,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Springville,  since  1884,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Encampment  at  Lynn,  and  Rebecca  Lodge  No.  187, 
of  Springville. 

On  April  9,  1884,  in  Springville  township,  Mr. 
Tuttle  married  Miss  Ida  Handrick,  and  they  now 
have  one  child,  Rexford  H.,  born  May  25,  1888. 
Mrs.  Tuttle's  grandfather,  Gaylord  Handrick,  was 
born  probably  in  Connecticut,  but  for  many  years 
prior  to  his  death  he  made  his  home  in  Middle- 
town,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  He  married  Miss 
Betsy  Carrington,  and  to  them  were  born  thirteen 
children,  among  whom  were : Van  Ess,  David,  Will- 
iam Bishop,  Merwin,  Wakeman,  Henry,  Fannie, 
Eliza  and  Anna.  William  Bishop  Handrick,  Mrs. 
Tuttle's  father,  was  born  in  New  Washington, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  in  September,  1808,  and  died 
October  20,  1884.  On  first  coming  to  Susquehanna 
county,  he  located  in  Middletown  township,  but 
later  removed  to  Springville  township.  During  the 
'40s  he  purchased  a tannery  at  Springville,  which 
he  successfully  operated  until  he  retired  from  act- 
ive life,  and  he  also  owned  another  tannery  in  Mid- 
dletown township.  When  old  age  compelled  him 
to  lay  aside  business  cares  some  years  prior  to  his 
death,  his  son  assumed  the  management  of  the  for- 
mer. It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  January,  1878, 
and  immediately  rebuilt,  but  when  it  was  again 
burned  it  was  not  rebuilt.  The  father  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  as  were  all  the  members  of  his  family, 
and  he  served  as  county  coroner  for  one  term.  He 
attended  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Odd  Fellows 
Lodge  at  Montrose.  In  early  life  Air.  Handrick 
was  married,  in  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Se- 
brina  Rebecca  Sherman,  who  was  born  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  May  24,  1814,  a daughter  of  Jona- 
than Childs  Sherman,  and  the  children  born  of  this 
union  were  as  follows:  Izora  Abigail,  born  July  25, 

1837,  died  in  infancy;  Estella  Theresa,  born  in 
Middletown,  Susquehanna  county,  September  22, 

1838,  is  the  widow  of  Henry  N.  Sherman,  of  New 
York  City ; Eugene  Sherman,  born  A I ay  5,  1840,  is 
now  living  retired  in  Tunkhannock,  Penn.;  Byron 
Carrington,  born  Alarch  11,  1842,  is  a tanner  and 
farmer  of  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county ; Ros- 
coe  Toles,  born  Alay  20,  1855,  is  in  the  cash  regis- 
ter business  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Julian  Polk, 
born  February  18,  1846,  is  a grocer  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Frederick  Henry,  born  April  19,  1848, 
is  a farmer  of  Aladison  county,  Ga. : Lillian  Ger- 
trude, born  September  23,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  J.  K. 


Aldrich,  of  Springville  township;  Frank  S.,  born 
January  31,  1854,  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  and 
Ida  Avilda,  born  November  8,  1858,  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject.. 

JESSE  W.  PALMER  is  an  energetic  and  en- 
terprising farmer  of  Westfall  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty, and  being  an  able  and  fluent  writer,  he  is  also 
acting  as  correspondent  for  the  American  Agricul- 
turist, the  Nez v York  Fanner,  the  National  Stock- 
man and  Farmer  of  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  and  is  agricul- 
tural editor  of  the  Pike  County  Press. 

Air.  Palmer  was  born  November  3,  1862,  on  a 
part  of  his  present  farm,  a son  of  Stephen  AI.  and 
Catherine  (Beecher)  Palmer,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a native  of  Sullivan  county, vN.  Y.,  the  latter,  of 
Milford,  Penn.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Aaron 
and  Zilpah  Palmer,  were  natives  of  New  England, 
fhe  grandfather,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
died  at  Winterton,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  1843, 
the  father  came  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  settled  in 
Milford,  where  he  engaged  in  merchant  tailoring 
for  ten  years,  after  which  he  made  his  home  in 
Westfall  township,  dying  there  September  2,  1893, 
aged  sixty-seven  years,  five  months  and  seven  days. 
For  eighteen  months  he  was  a member  of  a New 
York  regiment  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  was 
always  a patriotic  and  loyal  citizen.  The  mother 
died  November  24,  1867,  aged  thirty-eight  years, 
nine  months,  twenty-two  days,  and  was  buried  in 
Alilford  cemetery.  In  their  family  were  seven  chil- 
dren : Charles  A.,  who  married  Annie  Hall,  is  a 
traveling  salesman  of  Alilwaukee,  Wis. ; Harvey  E. 
is  a carpenter  of  Chicago,  111. ; M.  Shirley,  a ma- 
chinist of  Boston,  A-Iass.,  married  (first)  Airs.  Anna 
H.  Bibby,  and  (second)  Jennie  Mason;  Rev. 
William  E.,  Ph.  D.,  a Alethodist  Episcopal  minister, 
of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  married  Alice  C.  Hoyt;  Jesse 
W.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  A.  Lincoln  is  a 
salesman  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah : and  Mary  E.  is 
the  wife  of  Olin  S.  Twiste,  a real-estate  agent  of 
Passaic,  New  Jersey. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a farm  adjoin- 
ing the  one  on  which  he  now  lives,  remaining  with 
his  father  until  seventeen  years  of  age.  The  fol- 
lowing two  years  he  successfully  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  in  Pike  county,  and  then  went  to  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  a year  and  a half  in  learning 
the  art  of  shirt  cutting.  For  one  year  he  served  as 
clerk  for  a cousin  in  the  post  office  at  Otisville,  N. 
Y. : at  Glens  Falls,  that  State,  spent  a year  and  a 
half  in  a cutting  shop, and  for  four  months  worked  in 
the  cutting  deparment  of  an  underwear  factory  at 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  being  obliged  to  leave  there  on 
acount  of  ill  health.  After  traveling  through  the 
West  for  some  time,  he  located  in  Buffalo,  N.  A"., 
where  he  lived  for  three  years,  being  employed  in  a 
shirt  factory  for  a short  time.  He  then  went  to 
Newark,  N.  J.,  cutting  in  a ladies'  underwear  fac- 
tory, but  a few  months  later  returned  to  Schenec- 
tadv,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  employed  in  a similar  es- 
tablishment for  a vear  and  three  months.  As  busi- 
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ness  became  dull  he  secured  a position  in  the  Edison 
Electrical  Works,  and  was  with  this  firm  for  a few 
months ; but  when  his  father  died  he  returned  to 
Pike  county,  and  has  since  resided  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm,  giving  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
cuits.  He  is  industrious,  progressive  and  ambitious, 
and  is  meeting  with  a well-deserved  success  in  his 
undertakings.  Religiously  he  holds  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Milford,  and 
politically  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

On  March  6,  1895,  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Palmer  was  married  to  Miss  Etta  L.  Youngs,  by 
whom  he  has  two  children : Mabel  N.  and  Wallace 
H.  Mrs.  Palmer  is  a native  of  Dingman  township, 
Pike  county,  and  a daughter  of  Albert  and  Mary  E. 
(Aldrich)  Youngs,  natives  of  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  respectively.  They 
removed  to  Albion,  Mich.,  in  1869,  and  there  the 
father,  who  was  born  in  1846,  is  still  engaged  in 
farming,  but  the  mother  died  at  that  place  in  1871, 
aged  twenty-three  years.  There  were  two  children 
born  to  them : Etta  L.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Augusta,  deceased.  For  his  second  wife  the  father 
married  Elizabeth  Harrison,  by  whom  he  has  four 
children : John,  Mary,  Albert  and  Myrtle  B.  Mrs. 
Palmer’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Elijah  and 
Louise  (Neely)  Youngs,  natives  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  farming  people;  her  maternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Adnev  and  Nancy  (Lutes)  Aldrich,  the 
former  a native  of  Long  Island,  the  latter  of  Orange 
county,  New  York. 

PROF.  BENTON  E.  JAMES  has  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a century  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  educational  interests  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  since  September,  1889,  has  been  supervising 
principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Montrose. 

Our  subject  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  in 
West  Auburn,  December  28,  1851,  and  is  a son  of 
Abijah  and  Sarah  B.  (Marshall)  James.  The  fa- 
ther was  born  in  the  same  place,  October  2,  1824, 
a son  of  Thomas  W.  James,  a native  of  New  Jersey 
and  an  early  pioneer  of  Susquehanna  county.  By 
occupation  Abijah  James  was  a farmer  and  teacher, 
and  he  taught  many  years  in  Susquehanna  county. 
In  1882  he  removed  to  South  Dakota,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock  raising,  and  at  Huron, 
that  State,  he  died  in  November,  1889.  At  one  time 
he  was  proprietor  of  the  Shellsburg  Record,  pub- 
lished at  Shellsburg,  Iowa.  In  early  life  he  was  an 
Abolitionist,  warmly  championing  that  cause,  and 
always  befriending  the  refugee  slave.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  died  in  1863.  Benton  E.  is  the  eldest 
of  the  six  children  who  comprised  the  family,  the 
others  being  Mrs.  Effie  Dickinson,  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa ; Kate  and  Frank,  both  deceased ; Harry,  a 
physician  of  New  York  City;  and  Mrs.  Cora  Blood- 
good,  who  lives  near  Huron,  South  Dakota. 

Prof.  James  was  reared  in  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  its  public  schools.  In  1868,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  he  commenced  teaching  in  that 


township,  “boarding  round,”  as  was  customary  in 
those  days,  and  he  taifght  for  some  years  during 
the  winter  months.  Afterward  he  attended  Wyom- 
ing Seminary,  in  Luzerne  county,  and  was  also  a 
student  at  the  State  Normal  in  Mansfield,  Penn., 
graduating  in  1877;  in  1897  he  delivered  the  alumni 
address  at  that  institution.  In  May,  1881,  he  was 
elected  county  superintendent  of  schools  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  most  capably  and  satisfactorily 
filled  that  office  for  six  years.  During  his  able  ad- 
ministration, the  three  hundred  schools  of  the  coun- 
ty were  greatly  benefited,  ranking  among  the  best 
in  this  section  of  the  State.  On  retiring  from 
office  Prof.  James  bought  a half-interest  in  an  in- 
surance business,  being  associated  with  O.  H.  Gil- 
bert for  two  years.  Prior  to  his  service  as  county 
superintendent  he  became  interested  in  merchan- 
dising at  Auburn,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Tit- 
man  & James,  being  identified  with  mercantile  pur- 
suits for  some  time.  He  is  now  the  popular  and 
efficient  principal  of  the  schools  of  Montrose,  which 
have  an  enrollment  of  450  pupils,  the  school  com- 
prising four  grades,  the  primary,  intermediate, 
grammar  and  high  school.  Being  able  to  readily 
impart  the  knowledge  he  has  acquired  to  others,  he 
has  become  a very  popular  educatob,  and  has  met 
with  remarkable  success  in  his  profession.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Mansfield  Normal. 

In  October,  1881,  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Prof.  James  married  Miss  Jessie  B.  Adams,  a native 
of  the  county,  and  a daughter  of  Elijah  Adams, 
the  present  justice  of  the  peace  of  Auburn.  They 
have  three  children : Annah  Sarah,  Vida  Gertrude 
and  Benton  Harrie,  Jr.  For  the  past  two  years 
Prof.  James  has  been  president  of  the  Agricultural 
Society,  of  which  he  is  a member,  and  he  is  also 
president  of  the  Susquehanna  County  Historical 
Society.  He  is  Worshipful  Master  of  Blue  Lodge 
No.  242,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  is  also  a member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  It  is  as  a successful  educator 
that  he  is  most  widely  known,  and  his  faithful  and 
efficient  services  will  not  readily  be  forgotten  by  the 
many  whom  he  has  aided  in  the  steep  and  some- 
times weary  path  of  knowledge. 

A.  BRADLEY  LACEY,  one  of  the  prominent 
and  well-to-do  residents  of  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  who  is  engaged  in  the  general 
mercantile  business  and  farming  at  West  Auburn, 
was  born  March  7,  1851,  at  the  place  where  he  still 
resides,  a son  of  Edwin  J.  and  Ruth  A.  (Sage) 
Lacey.  He  belongs  to  a family  which  has  for  many 
years  been  identified  with  the  history  and  best  in- 
terests of  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming  counties,  and 
comes  of  old  Connecticut  stock.  His  great-great- 
grandfather, Ebenezer  Lacey,  removed  from  that 
State  to  Pennsylvania  in  an  early  day,  settling  with 
his  family  in  Braintrim  township,  Luzerne  county, 
which  subsequently  became  a part  of  Wyoming 
county,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Isaac  Lacey,  son  of  Ebenezer,  was  born  in 
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Connecticut,  came  to  Pennsylvania  with  his  family, 
and  settled  on  the  present  site  of  Laceyville,  Wy- 
oming county,  which  is  now  a village  of  500  people, 
with  two  churches,  two  hotels,  eight  stores,  etc. 
He  learned  the  weaver's  trade  in  early  life,  and  fol- 
lowed same  while  in  Connecticut,  but  after  settling 
in  Wyoming  county,  he  took  up  farming,  and  though 
he  started  with  little  prospect  of  making  more  than 
a living  he  became  one  of  the  well-to-do  men  of  his 
section,  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale  for  years.  He  gave  each  of  his  chil- 
dren a farm  comprising  100  acres  or  more.  The 
family  was  as  follows:  Ebenezer,  Daniel,  Isaac,  Da- 
vid, John,  Henry,  Gedida  (Mrs.  William  Camp), 
Polly  (Mrs.  Isaac  Camp),  and  Lydia  (Mrs.  Paul 
Overfield),  all  now  deceased. 

David  Lacey  was  born  in  1797  in  Braintrim 
township,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  and  remained  at 
home  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  was 
bound  out  to  learn  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  He  did 
not  follow  it  long-,  however,  for  he  took  up  farming 
and  lumbering  in  early  manhood,  later  engaging  in 
carpentering,  also  operating  sawmills  in  Wyoming 
county,  and  becoming  a prosperous  business  man. 
He  married  Miss  Ruth  Lake,  also  of  Braintrim 
township,  Wyoming  county,  who  was  a daughter  of 
Davis  and  Anna  (Sturtevant)  Lake,  farming  peo- 
ple, and  early  settlers  of  Wyoming  county,  coming 
from  Connecticut.  She  was  one  of  a family  of  nine 
children,  all  now  deceased,  namely:  Electa  (Mrs. 
Miles  Coburn),  Laura  (Mrs.  Nathaniel  Averill), 
Anranza  (Mrs.  James  Coburn),  David, Samuel,  Will- 
iam, Henry,  Isaac  and  Ruth.  David  and  Ruth 

Lacey  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1856, 
making  a permanent  home  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, where  he  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  six- 
tv-six  years,  she  in  1865,  at  the  same  age;  they 
were  buried  in  West  Auburn.  In  religious  connec- 
tion they  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
which  Air.  Lacey  held  the  office  of  deacon.  Of  their 
children,  Edwin  J.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 
Hiram,  a carpenter  by  trade,  is  now  living  retired  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; he  was  first  married  to  Orelia 
Rugg  and  later  to  Matilda  Fish.  Ann  (deceased) 
was  the  wife  of  D.  IT.  Rugg.  Miles  C.  died  in  Kan- 
sas in  1897 ; he  married  for  his  first  wife  Bethia 
Morley,  and,  for  his  second,  Ellen  Peet.  James  died 
in  infancy.  James  (2),  a mechanic,  makes  his  home 
in  Binghamton;  his  first  wife  was  Nancy  Butler", 
his  second  Kate  Benjamin.  Truman  I.,  an  archi- 
tect. also  resides  in  Binghamton ; he  first  married 
a Miss  Gaylord,  and  afterward  wedded  Clara  Birch. 
John  R.  (deceased),  who  was  a resident  of  Lacey- 
ville, married  Ann  Peet.  Dora  married  Walter 
Simpson,  now  a retired  farmer  of  Great  Bend, 
Penn  : he  was  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war. 

Edwin  Jackson  Lacey,  best  known  as  “ ’Squire 
Lacey,”  was  born  May  4,  1819,  in  Braintrim  town- 
ship. Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood,  living  with  his  parents  on  the  home  farm 
up  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  during  his 
boyhood  attending  the  public  schools  of  the  vicin- 


ity. After  leaving  home  he  lived  in  Laceyville  for 
six  years,  putting  up  a house  and  carrying  on  a 
general  wagon  works  and  repair  shop.  In  1844  he 
came  to  West  Auburn,  where  he  followed  farming 
for  two  years,  also  erecting  a building  for  a wagon 
manufacturing  and  repairing  business,  and  in  addi- 
tion he  engaged  in  cabinet  making,  manufacturing 
furniture  and  chairs.  His  furniture  factory  is  still 
in  operation,  being  conducted  by  his  son  L.  B.,  and 
a grandson.  Mr.  Lacey  has  been  one  of  the  most 
active  business  men  in  this  section  of  the  county, 
where  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  he 
has  acquired  a handsome  competence  by  his  own 
efforts,  for  he  has  been  an  incessant  worker.  At 
present  he  has  an  apiary  at  West  Auburn,  which  he 
has  managed  with  the  same  success  that  has  at- 
tended all  his  enterprises.  He  also  fills  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  which  he  has  held  contin- 
uously for  thirty-five  years,  an  evidence  of  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  man  in  the  county  is  more 
deeply  respected  for  his  many  sterling  traits  of  char- 
acter that  ’Squire  Lacey.  He  is  liberal  in  religious 
matters.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  orig- 
inally a Whig,  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison. 

On  December  11,  1839,  Edwin  J.  Lacey  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Middletown,  Susquehanna 
county,  with  Miss  Sarah  M.  Brand,  a daughter  of 
Rev.  William  Brand,  a minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  who  came  from  England,  his  native  coun- 
try in  1830,  settling  at  Montrose,  Penn.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  children:  Mary  J.,  who  mar- 
ried William  Peet,  a farmer  and  dairyman  of  Brad- 
ford county,  Penn.,  and  Alonzo  F.,  general  mer- 
chant and  postmaster  at  West  Auburn.  Mrs.  Lacey 
passed  away  in  June,  1842,  at  the  early  age  of  twen- 
ty-three years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  Laceyville. 
On  April  2,  1844,  Mr.  Lacey  was  married,  at  Lacey- 
ville, to  Miss  Ruth  Ann  Sage,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children  : Leroy  B.,  an  undertaker  at  West  Auburn  ; 
A.  Bradley,  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines;  Ger- 
trude L.,  who  first  married  E.  Tenny  Cogswell, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  J.  Brand,  a school 
teacher,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Lydia  H.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  The  mother  of  these 
was  born  in  Guilford,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  January  27,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years  ; 
her  remains  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  West  Auburn. 
Her  parents  were  Connecticut  people.  ’Squire  Lacey 
still  makes  his  home  at  West  Auburn. 

A.  Bradley  Lacey  was  given  the  advantages 
of  the  public  schools,  and  obtained  a good  education. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  after  which  he  engaged  on  his  own  ac- 
count in  the  furniture  business,  which  he  had  pre- 
viously followed  with  his  father,  continuing  same 
successfully  until  1887.  He  has  since  engaged  in 
general  merchandising,  as  well  as  farming,  and  he  is 
a representative,  prosperous  citizen  of  Auburn  town- 
ship. He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  busi- 
ness men  of  the  section,  where  he  is  well  known, 
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though  he  has  always  given  his  exclusive  attention 
to  private  affairs,  being  no  aspirant  for  official  or 
other  public  honors.  However,  he  has  served  as 
township  clerk  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  His  political  sympathies  are  with  the 
Republican  party.  All  in  all,  he  occupies  an  en- 
viable position  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship, in  whose  welfare  he  is  deeply  interested,  hav- 
ing the  concern  for  the  general  advancement  which 
every  public-spirited  man  entertains. 

On  November  14,  1870,  Mr.  Lacey  was  mar- 
ried, in  Rush  township,  to  Miss  Ettie  A.  Brown, 
who  was  born  in  1851  at  Spring  Hill,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  Thomas  E.  and  Lois 
(Lake)  Brown,  and  two  children  blessed  their 
union:  Verna  D.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Clarence 
F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lacey  are  identified  with  the  M.  E.  Church, 
in  which  they  are  active  workers,  Mr.  Lacey  at 
present  holding  the  office  of  trustee. 

Thomas  E.  Brown  was  born  in  1816  in  Brown- 
town,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  Daniel  Brown, 
who  came  to  Pennsylvania  from  Massachusetts  111 
an  early  day,  settling  in  Bradford  county  on  the 
site  of  the  village  which  now  bears  his  name.  He 
had  a family  of  six  children : Jessie,  Sybil,  Hamil- 
ton, Warren,  Thomas  E.  and  Cynthia  (who  was 
twice  married).  Thomas  E.  Brown  married  Miss 
Lois  Lake,  a native  of  Braintrim  township,  Wy- 
oming Co.,  Penn.,  and  they  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1855,  taking  up  their  home  in  Rush  town- 
ship, where  he  died  June  16,  1872,  aged  fifty-six 
years.  Mrs.  Brown  passed  away  in  October,  1885, 
at  Skinners  Eddy,  Wyoming  county,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one  years.  Their  children  were : Theodore, 
who  died  young;  Lucilla,  who  died  young;  Charles, 
a merchant,  lumberman,  real-estate  dealer,  etc.,  of 
Skinners  Eddy;  Isadore,  who  married  P.  J.  Swan, 
of  Skinners  Eddy,  partner  of  Charles;  Ettie  A. (Mrs. 
Lacey)  ; Eva  (Mrs.  R.  B.  Swisher),  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; Emma,  widow  of  F. 
IT.  Jones,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Penn. ; and  Hattie  J., 
wife  of  John  H.  Lum,  a farmer  of  Beaver  City, 
Nebraska. 

JOHN  M.  BUSFINELL,  who  is  now  living 
retired  on  his  farm  in  Auburn  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  has  for  many  years  been  numbered 
among  the  prominent,  well-to-do  citizens  of  this 
part  of  the  county,  where  he  passed  all  of  his  long 
and  useful  life. 

Mr.  Bushnell  comes  of  good  old  New  England 
stock,  his  grandparents,  Ezra  and  Patience  (Lord) 
Bushnell,  having  been  natives  of  Connecticut.  The 
grandfather  died  there,  and  the  grandmother  sub- 
sequently came  to  Susquehanna  county  to  pass  her 
declining  years  with  her  son  David,  the  father  of  our 
subject.  Capt.  David  Bushnell  was  born  in  Say- 
brook,  Conn.,  where  he  passed  his  early  life,  and  for 
nine  years  he  followed  the  water,  becoming  a master 
of  ocean  craft.  He  made  farming  the  occupation 
of  his  life,  however,  and  in  1816  he  came  to  Pennsyl- 


vania, settling  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  In  1819  he  returned  east  as  far  as 
Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married  Tirzah 
Hitchcock,  a native  of  that  county,  daughter  of 
Lemuel  Hitchcock.  Lemuel  Hitchcock  was  born 
in  Connecticut  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  after  which  he  moved  to  Greene  county, 
where  he  made  a permanent  home ; his  wife  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  In  1841  Capt.  Bushnell  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Auburn  township,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  living  in  re- 
tirement during  his  later  years.  He  died  April  5, 
1872,  when  he  was  eighty-six  years  of  age,  Mrs. 
Bushnell  in  September,  1890,  reaching  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-five,  and  they  sleep  their  last  sleep 
in  Bunnell's  cemetery.  In  religious  connection  they 
were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
he  served  as  deacon  many  years,  and  he  also  held 
minor  offices  in  the  township,  although  he  was  too 
reserved  in  disposition  to  take  a very  active  part  in 
public  affairs.  This  worthy  couple  had  children  as 
follows : John  M.,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch;  Rhoena  (Mrs.  Floyd  Kellogg),  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years : David  L.,  who 
died  at  Auburn;  George  W.,  a retired  leather  mer- 
chant of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Lemuel  H.,  a retired  far- 
mer of  Springville  township ; Perry  C.,  a merchant 
at  Auburn  Four  Corners ; Phoebe  A.,  wife  of  E.  L. 
Adams,  a well-known  resident  of  Auburn  town- 
ship ; Harriet,  wife  of  Henry  Ross,  a farmer  of  Au- 
burn township,  and  Julia  G.,  wife  of  Abel  Arnold, 
a farmer  of  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania. 

John  M.  Bushnell  was  born  October  5,  1820, 
in  Bridgewater  township,  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
boyhood  home,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life,  living 
at  home  for  the  most  part  until  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority. He  commenced  to  work  for  other  farmers  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  and  continued  thus  until  about 
the  time  of  his  marriage,  after  which  he  purchased 
a farm  in  Auburn  township  which  he  conducted  for 
a number  of  years.  In  1856  he  sold  this  place  and 
went  to  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  about  one 
month,  and  on  his  return  he  bought  the  farm  on 
which  he  has  since  made  his  home,  a valuable  tract 
of  160  acres  in  Auburn  township.  He  worked  this 
place  successfully  for  a number  of  years,  by  industry 
and  good  management  winning  a high  rank  among 
the  prosperous  farmers  of  this  section ; but  after  the 
death  of  his  wife  he  turned  the  active  work  over  to 
his  son  Riley  M.,  who  has  always  lived  with  him, 
and  he  has  led  a quiet  life  for  a number  of  years. 
Mr.  Bushnell  has  always  taken  a loyal  interest  in 
the  progress  and  welfare  of  his  community,  and  he 
has  several  times  been  honored  with  election  to  va- 
rious local  offices  of  trust,  serving  creditably  as 
school  director,  and  town  auditor  (for  six  years). 
He  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
township,  and  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizens,  supporting  every  movement  calculated 
to  advance  the  locality  in  which  he  makes  his  home, 
or  the  welfare  of  the  county  in  general.  His  politi- 
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cal  sympathies  are  with  the  Republican  party.  In 
religious  connection  he  is  identiiied  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  of  which  he  has  been  an  active 
member,  serving  as  deacon  for  some  years. 

On  January  18,  1843,  Mr.  Bushnell  was  mar- 
ried, in  Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Eliza  Riley,  who 
was  born  on  what  is  now  the  Bushnell  farm,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Polly  (Kellogg)  Riley,  who 
were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  respectively.  Two  children  blessed  this  un- 
ion: Riley  M.,  who  is  mentioned  below;  and  Ce- 
celia, who  is  the  wife  of  Edgar  Tyler,  a farmer  of 
Bridgewater  township.  The  mother  passed  away 
October  3,  1872,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  and 
her  remains  rest  in  Bunnell’s  cemetery. 

Riley  M.  Bushnell  was  born  January  7,  1844, 
on  the  farm  in  Auburn  township, where  he  has  passed 
his  entire  life,  and  where  he  is  now  engaged  as  a 
general  farmer  and  dairyman.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  which  he  attended 
during  boyhood,  and  afterward  studied  for  two 
terms  at  the  State  Normal  at  Mansfield,  Penn. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  clerked  for  a 
year  in  a store  at  Springville.  Mr.  Bushnell  is  a 
thoroughly  systematic  farmer,  also  a business  man 
of  acknowledged  judgment  and  acumen,  and  he  oc- 
cupies a high  standing  among  the  up-to-date  farm- 
ers of  this  section.  He  has  taken  a deep  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  his  township,  where  he  has  served  as 
school  director  for  nine  years.  Politically  he  unites 
with  the  Republican  party. 

, On  September  14,  1872,  Riley  M.  Bushnell  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  New  Milford,  Penn.,  with 
Miss  Edith  Frink,  who  was  born  July  24,  1852,  in 
Auburn  township,  a daughter  of  Tracy  and  Harriet 
(Griffis)  Frink,  who  were  farming  people  of  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Five  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union:  Eliza  H.  (who  is  the  wife  of  G.  M.  Dar- 
row,  of  Bridgewater  township),  Bertha  (who  died 
when  six  months  old),  George  W.,  Jessie  B.  and 
Tracy  J.  Socially  Mr.  Bushnell  belongs  to  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  Lodge  No.  905,  of  Auburn  Center. 

CHRISTOPHER  C.  SHELP  is  a worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  most  honored  and  high- 
ly esteemed  -old  families  of  Susquehanna  county. 
On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  German  origin,  his 
great-grandfather.  Christian  Shelp,  being  a native 
of  Germany,  who  on  coming  to  America  at  an  early 
day  took  up  his  residence  in  Montgomery  county, 
N.  Y.  He  had  three  sons:  Henry,  Frederick  and 
Christian. 

The  last  named  was  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  N.  Y., 
and  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1812, 
locating  upon  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. Here  he  took  up  400  acres  of  land,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  died  in  June,  1825,  aged  sixty-five  years, 
arid  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jane 
Freeman,  died  February,  1841,  aged  eighty  years, 
both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Fairhill  cemetery.  Their 


children  were  as  follows : John  married  Abby  Wal- 
bridge ; Nathaniel  married  Margaret  Pettinggale ; 
Christian  was  the  father  of  our  subject ; Henry 
married  Betsy  Maine ; Stephen  died  unmarried ; 
Elizabeth  married  Charles  Davis ; Sally  married 
Proctor  Risely;  Jane  married  Andrew  V.  Stout; 
Nancy  married  Henry  Walbridge;  and  Catherine 
married  Ezekiel  Maine.  All  are  now  deceased. 

Christian  Shelp  was  a native  of  Montgomery 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  there  married  Miss  Hannah 
Pruyne,  who  was  born  in  the  same  county.  Her 
parents,  Henry  and  Rachel  Pruyne,  of  Charleston, 
Montgomery  county,  also  came  to  Suequehanna 
county,  Penn.,  in  1812.  Christian  Shelp  and  his 
young  wife  located  on  the  old  homestead  in  Jessup 
township,  with  his  parents.  This  region  at  that 
time  was  also  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  he  and 
his  brother  Henry  cut  the  first  bridle  path  between 
the  farm  and  Fairdale.  He  aided  in  the  arduous 
work  of  clearing  the  land  and  transforming  it  into 
highly  cultivated  fields,  and  continued  to  engage  in 
agricultural  pursuits  throughout  life.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens  of  his  community.  He 
died  August  1,  1881,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years; 
his  wife,  who  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  died  September  9,  1882,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  Fairhill  cemeterv.  In  their  family  were 
the  following  children:  Maria  J.,  deceased  wife  of 
Charles  Reisley:  Henry  C.,  deceased;  Elizabeth, 
deceased,  who  married  (first)  Jeremiah  Martin, 
(second)  John  Siphers,  and  (third)  Benjamin 
Porter ; Margaret,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years : Rosanna  A.,  deceased  wife  of  George  L. 
Lewis,  a fanner  of  Jessup  township;  Benjamin  D., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five;  Christopher  C., 
onr  subject;  and  Charles  M.,  a merchant  of  New 
Milfot-d. 

In  an  old  log  house  upon  the  homestead  where 
he  still  continues  to  reside,  Christopher  C.  Shelp 
was  born  September  26,  1839,  and  throughout  life  he 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  farming 
interests  of  Jessup  township.  He  was  a most  de- 
voted son,  ever  remaining  with  his  parents  and 
tenderly  caring  for  them  until  they  were  called  to 
the  world  beyond.  He  was  married  at  Montrose, 
September  18,  1883,  to  Miss  Frances  J.  Holbrook, 
and  though  they  have  had  no  children  of  their  own, 
they  have  reared  two.  Mrs.  Shelp  was  born  in 
Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  is 
a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Ruth  (Hinds)  Hol- 
brook, the  former  a native  of  New  York  State,  the 
latter  of  Susquehanna  county.  When  a young  man 
the  father  took  up  his  residence  in  the  county,  and 
was  here  engaged  in  farming  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in 
Bridgewater  township,  the  former  in  1873,  aged 
fifty-five  years,  the  latter  in  1885,  aged  seventy,  and 
both  were  buried  in  the  Montrose  cemetery.  They 
were  earnest  and  faithful  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  Democrat.  Of  their 
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children,  Conrad  is  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship ; Frances  J.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject ; Susanna 
is  the  wife  of  Enoch  Blockridge,  a farmer  of 
Bridgewater  township ; Ruth  died  young ; Charles 
is  also  an  agriculturist  of  Bridgewater  township ; 
and  Frederick  died  young.  Mrs.  Shelp’s  paternal 
grandparents,  Darlin  and  Sarah  (Giles)  Holbrook, 
were  farming  people  and  lifelong  residents  of  New 
York  State.  Her  maternal  grandparents,  Conrad 
and  Hulda  (Harris)  Hinds,  were  natives  of  Middle- 
bury,  Mass.,  and  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  respectively, 
and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  when  Mrs.  Hol- 
brook was  a child  of  ten  years. 

By  his  ballot  Mr.  Shelp  always  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
most  capably  filled  the  offices  of  school  director  and 
school  treasurer.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Grange,  in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  treasurer. 
He  is  well  informed  on  the  leading  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day,  and  as  a public-spirited  and  pro- 
gressive citizen  gives  his  support  to  all  measures 
which  he  believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit. 

EZRA  AUGUSTUS  PRATT,  deceased.  Few 
citizens  of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  have 
worked  as  assiduously  for  ttie  best  interests  of  the 
town  as  did  the  honored  subject  of  this  memoir, 
and  his  death  brought  a sense  of  personal  loss  sel- 
dom felt  in  the  community.  His  personal  influence 
and  financial  aid  were  freely  given  to  any  worthy 
cause,  and  many  an  enterprise  of  lasting  benefit  to  the 
locality  owed  its  success  to  his  timely  action.  As 
long  ago  as  1849  he  helped  to  organize  the  New 
Milford  Improvement  Club,  serving  as  its  first 
president,  and  successfully  carried  through  a pro- 
ject for  securing  a public  park,  while  among  the 
benefactions  which  furnish  lasting  monuments  to 
his  memory  are  the  Pratt  Public  Library,  founded 
by  him  many  years  ago,  and  the  Opera  House, 
which  he  purchased  from  the  original  company  and 
deeded  to  the  borough.  The  following  biography 
will  be  read  with  interest,  not  only  by  the  present 
generation,  but  by  many  in  future  days  to  whom  his 
thoughtful  benevolence  will  have  made  his  name 
familiar. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  born  September  20,  1819,  at 
Jewett,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  descended  in 
the  paternal  line  from  an  old  and  honorable  English 
family.  The  first  ancestor  to  whom  direct  descent 
is  traced  was  Thomas  Pratt,  of  Baldock,  Hertford- 
shire, England,  who  died  in  February,  1539.  Rev. 
William  Pratt,  a grandson  of  Thomas  Pratt,  was 
also  a resident  of  Hertfordshire.  He  had  a large 
family,  his  sixth  child  being  a son  named  William. 

William  Pratt,  son  of  Rev.  William  Pratt, 
came  to  America  about  1632,  locating  first  at  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.  In  1636  he  accompanied  Hooker’s 
Company  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  about  1645  be 
removed  to  Saybrook,  in  the  same  Colony.  In  1661 
he  “was  established  lieutenant  of  the  Saybrook  band” 
having  taken,  previously,  part  in  the  destruction  of 
the  Pepuod  Indian  fort  at  Mystic,  and  other  battles 


which  broke  their  power  as  a tribe.  He  was  a man 
of  influence  in  the  Colony,  owning  large  tracts  of 
land  in  Saybrook  and  Hebron,  and  for  thirteen  years 
before  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1678,  he  repre- 
sented Saybrook  in  the  General  Assembly.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Clark,  daughter  of  John  Clark, 
and  had  eight  children,  among  whom  was  a son 
William. 

Capt.  William  Pratt,  the  fifth  child  of  Lieut. 
William  Pratt,  was  born  in  1653,  and  died  in  1718. 
He  married  Hannah  Kirtland,  and  had  a son  Ben- 
jamin. 

Benjamin  Pratt,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent, 
was  born  in  1681.  He  married  Anna  Bates,  and 
had  a son  Zephaniah. 

Zephaniah  Pratt  was  born  in  1712,  and  died 
in  1758.  He  and  his  wife,  Abigail,  had  two  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom,  Zadock,  was  our  subject’s 
grandfather. 

Zadock  Pratt  was  born  in  1755,  and  died  in 
1828.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  served  in 
the  American  army,  and  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Island  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British.  In 
1783  he  removed  to  New  York  State,  and  finally 
settled  at  Windham,  now  Jewett,  in  Greene  county. 
He  married  Hannah  Pickett,  born  in  1755,  and  they 
had  seven  children,  among  whom  was  Col.  Zadock 
Pratt,  founder  of  Prattsville,  N.-  Y.,  and  a noted 
business  man,  being  the  owner  of  the  largest  tan- 
nery in  the  county  in  his  time.  He  was  also  promi- 
nent in  politics,  serving  in  Congress  for  five  ses- 
sions. His  son,  Col.  George  W.  Pratt,  met  a sol- 
dier’s death  while  leading  his  men  in  a gallant 
charge  at  the  second  battle  of  Manassas. 

Ezra  Pratt,  our  subject’s  father,  was  the  eldest 
son  of  Zadock  and  Hannah  Pratt,  and  was  born  in 
1788,  at  Stephentown,  N.  Y.  For  many  years  he  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a tanner  at  Jewett,  N.  Y.  He 
died  in  1875,  and  his  wife,  Hanna  (Dickerman), 
who  was  born  in  1790,  died  in  1856.  They  had  the 
following  children:  Hannah  Louise  (1813-86)  was 
the  wife  of  Benjamin  C.  Miles,  a retired  tanner  at 
Deposit,  N.  Y. ; Ann  Elizabeth  (1815-79)  married 
Levi  Bailey,  a farmer  at  Great  Barrington,  Mass. ; 
Cyrus  Walter  (1818-66)  was  a tanner  in  Lewis 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  a hide  and  leather  merchant  in 
New  York  City;  Ezra  Augustus  is  referred  to 
farther  on;  Adaline,  born  in  1821,  is  the  widow  of 
Eri  D.  Pond,  formerly  a commission  merchant  of 
New  York  City,  and  resides  at  Bergen  Heights,  N. 
J. ; Ogden  (1823-59)  was  formerly  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  Ezra  A.,  at  New  Milford;  Theo- 
dore (1825-47)  was  a school  teacher;  George,  born 
in  1827,  a retired  tanner,  lives  at  New  Milford; 
Martha  Dickerman  (1829-71)  was  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Dr.  C.  D.  Buck,  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of 
Middletown,  N.  J. ; Francis  D.,  born  in  1831,  a re- 
tired tanner  and  merchant,  was  formerlv  engaged 
in  business  at  Nicholson,  Penn.;  Mariatta  (1834- 
64)  married  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Ward,  the  Presby- 
terian pastor  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and  with  her 
husband  died  within  a year  of  their  marriage. 
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Our  subject’s  ability  and  energy  were  demons- 
trated early  in  life,  as  he  took  a responsible  position 
in  connection  with  his  father’s  business  when  most 
other  boys  of  his  age  were  in  school.  While  yet  too 
young  to  load  and  unload  hides  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  a team  employed  in  hauling  the  product 
of  the  tannery  at  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  to  be  shipped  to 
market.  As  soon  as  he  was  tall  enough  to  reach 
over  the  bark  mill  he  was  put  to  work  grinding- 
bark,  and  starting  in  this  way,  at  the  very  bottom, 
be  learned  by  practical  experience  every  branch  of 
the  tanning  business.  Being  handicapped  for  want 
of  capital  with  which  to  utilize  his  experience  in  the 
business,  he  went  to  North  Blenheim,  N.  Y.,  to  en- 
gage in  merchandising  as  a clerk.-  His  salary  for 
the  first  year  was  $100,  and  of  this  amount  he  re- 
turned to  liis  father  at  the  end  of  the  year  $39.  At 
twenty-one  he  became  a partner  in  the  store,  and  in 
1848,  having  saved  a few  hundred  dollars,  he  formed 
a partnership  with  his  brother  Ogden  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  a tannery.  The  vicinity  of 
Snake  Creek,  Susc|uehanna  county,  having  been 
mentioned  as  a good  locality,  he  started  on  a pros- 
pecting-tour in  that  region,  but  when  passing  through 
New  Milford  he  noticed  the  large  quantity  of  bark  in 
that  section,  and  finding  other  conditions  favorable 
he  sent  for  his  brother,  and  made  arrangements  for 
building  a plant.  The  first  site  selected  was  upon 
the  farm  of  William  Van  Cott,  and  they  proposed 
'to  run  the  tannery  by  water  obtained  by  damming 
across  the  ravine.  Hearing  of  the  projected  rail- 
road they  abandoned  that  place,  and  built  their 
tannery  near  where  Whitney’s  store  house  now 
stands.  The  night  before  the  first  shipment  of 
their  first  car  of  leather  the  tannery  was  completely 
destroyed  by  fire.  This  loss  left  them  nearly  dis- 
couraged, as  their  entire  capital  was  swept  away, 
and  they  were  left  heavily  in  debt  with  no  apparent 
means  of  continuing  business.  At  this  time,  when 
trouble  weighed  heavily  upon  them,  Michael  Mylert, 
one  of  the  early  and  more  prominent  pioneers  of 
this  vicinity,  who  lived  at  the  foot  of  what  is  now 
known  as  Mott  Hill,  circulated  a subscription  paper 
and  raised  several  hundred  dollars,  which  he 
tendered  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding  the 
tannery. 

Although  this  would  have  been  of  great  assist- 
ance, Mr.  Pratt,  with  his  characteristic  independ- 
ence, declined  the  proffered  aid.  He  had,  however, 
unlimited  credit,  and  borrowing-  the  necessary 
amount  the  tannery  was  rebuilt,  with  a capacity  of 
30,000  hides  annually,  hemlock  sole  leather  being 
a specialty.  In  1855  the  brothers  started  an  ex- 
tensive tannery  at  Nicholson,  and  on  the  death  of 
Ogden  Pratt,  in  1859,  this  plant  was  taken  in  charge 
by  George  and  Francis,  D.  Pratt,  while  our  subject 
continued  the  business  at  New  Milford.  In  1869 
he  sold  out  to  A.  Corbin  & Co.,  and  retired.  But 
a man  of  his  standing  in  the  business  world  could 
hardly  be  permitted  to  remain  absolutely  discon- 
nected from  financial  movements,  and  his  advice 
was  often  sought  in  imporant  transactions. 


The  last  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Pratt  spent  very 
quietly  at  his  home  here.  He  loved  the  peace  of  his 
own  fireside,  and  the  joy  and  comfort  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  his  family  was  all  the  pleas- 
ure he  longed  for.  He  sought  to  do  good,  and  he 
succeeded  wisely  and  well.  No  worthy  scheme  of 
charity  ever  found  him  deaf  to  its  pleading.  God 
blessed  him  bounteously  with  wealth,  and  he  gave  of 
that  wealth  with  prayerful  consideration  to  alleviate 
the  distress  of  his  less  fortunate  fellow  creatures. 
Of  a modest  and  retiring  nature,  he  shrank  from 
worldly  show,  and  many  a needy  one  has  blessed 
the  unknown  hand  that  extended  succor  at  a time  of 
distress.  For  forty  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  he  attended  regularly, 
and  his  benefactions  to  religious  and  educational 
work  were  especially  large.  His  death  occurred 
November  30,  1898,  when  he  was  aged  seventy- 
nine  years,  and  the  funeral  services,  which  were 
conducted  at  his  beautiful  home  in  the  village,  were 
attended  by  a large  assembly  of  people  who  desired 
to  thus  express  their  respect  and  affection. 

In  1846  Mr.  Pratt  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
William  and  Hannah  (Morehouse)  Fink,  of  North 
Blenheim,  N.  Y.  She  died  in  1856,  and  in  1859  he 
married  Miss  Harriet  Fink,  who  died  in  1885.  He 
had  three  children,  all  by  the  first  marriage:  Sarah 
Isabelle  and  Hattie  Louise,  both  deceased ; and  Col. 
Charles  C.  Pratt. 

Col.  Charles  C.  Pratt,  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Susquehanna  county,  is  a resident 
of  New  Milford,  and  well  sustains  the  prestige  of 
the  family  by  his  loyalty  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
people.  Possessing  means,  he  has  been  able  to  give 
play  to  his  generosity,  and  it  is  said  of  him  that  he 
has  never  turned  away  from  an  opportunity  to  do 
a charitable  act.  In  political  life  he  is  active  and  in- 
fluential, and  at  present  he  is  serving  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  as  a member  of  the  Governor’s  staff, 
while  his  friends  are  hoping  for  higher  honors  for 
him  in  the  near  future.  His  fine  education  and  un- 
failing geniality  make  him  popular  wherever  he  is 
known,  and  socially  he  and  his  family  hold  an 
enviable  rank.  On  August  15,  1875,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Lillie  B.  Goff,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  four  children : Harriet  L.,  Ezra  Goff  , 
Grace  Isabell  and  Helen  L. 

ELIAS  HINKLEY.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  among  the  oldest  and  best  known  citizens 
of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county.  For 
forty  years  he  has  been  a resident  of  the  township, 
and,  a native  of  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  he 
has  resided  there  throughout  his  life  except  the  two 
years  he  was  in  his  country’s  service  as  a soldier 
during  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  'Hinkley  is  a farmer  of 
wide  experience  and  recognized  ability,  and  ranks 
hieh  as  a business  man  in  the  communitv  in  which 
he  lives. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Abington  township, 
Lackawanna  county,  February  14,  1836,  a son  of 
John  and  Clarena  (Brownell)  Hinkley.  The  paternal 
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grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a native  of  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  through  most  of 
his  life.  For  a time  he  resided  in  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  died  at  a good  old 
age.  John  Hinkley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  about  1803,  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  and  removed  to  Abington  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  county,  Penn.  He  married 
Clarena  Brownell,  daughter  of  John  Brownell,  and 
for  some  years  after  his  marriage  he  lived  in  Abing- 
ton township,  engaged  in  farming.  Then  farming 
a few  years  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  lie  moved  to  Wyoming  county,  where  he 
died  in  February,  1877,  aged  seventy-three  years. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  Wyoming  countv  in  1855, 
aged  about  forty-two  years.  Their  children  were 
as  follows : Hannah  married  Eli  Lee,  of  Dundaff, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  is  deceased ; Betsey  is  the 
wife  of  Norman  Welsh,  of  Lemon  township,  Wyom- 
ing Co.,  Penn. ; William,  of  Lathrop  township, 
Susquehanna  county;  Elias,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
LeRoy,  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; Pauline,  wife 
of  Benjamin  Meade,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.; 
Theron,  of  Lenox  township;  Benjamin,  deceased; 
Emory,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; George  Hal- 
lock,  who  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Wyoming 
county ; Ellen,  wife  of  Henry  Steele,  of  Lathrop 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; and  an  infant  de- 
ceased. 

At  the  age  of  two  years,  in  1838,  our  subject 
was  brought  by  his  parents  from  Lackawanna  to 
Susquehanna  county.  Fie  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools,  and  was  reared  in  Susque- 
hanna and  Wyoming  county.  He  began  life  for 
himself  at  farming  and  lumbering,  and  in  1858  he 
married  Mary  Jane  Stevens.  To  them  were  born 
the  following  children : Margaret,  born  August  6, 
1859,  is  now  the  wife  of  William  Gamar,  of  Benton 
township,  Luzerne  county ; Curtain  Devere,  born 
May  31,  1862,  died  November  16,  1864;  Adela  C., 
born  August  16,  1865,  is  now  the  wife  of  M. 
Roug'ht,  of  Wyoming  county ; Georgiana,  born  April 
17,  1867,  married  William  Smith,  of  Lenox  town- 
ship; John  LeRoy,  born  January  21,  1869,  married 
May  McDonald,  and  is  a farmer  of  Lenox  town- 
ship; Lester  C.,  born  January  13,  1872,  married 
Mattie  Sherman,  and  is  a farmer  of  Lenox  town- 
ship ; Bertha,  born  February  19,  1874,  married 
Nelson  Tice,  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; Clarena, 
born  March  6,  1876,  wife  of  Charles  Strickland,  of 
Lathrop  township;  Ernest,  born  February  17,  1876, 
married  Nellie  Lewis,  and  lives  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty: Merritt  Lynfred,  born  January  19,  1881,  mar- 
ried Bessie  Lord,  and  lives  at  home. 

Our  subject  enlisted  in  September,  1862,  in 
Company  A,  107th  Regiment  P.  V.  I.,  and  served 
in  the  army  about  twenty  months,  when  he  was 
discharged  on  account  of  disability.  Mr.  Hinkley 
saw  active  service  while  in  the  army,  and  among 
the  engagements  in  which  he  participated  were 
Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville.  Returning 
to  Susquehanna  county  after  his  honorable  dis- 


charge, he  has  resided  in  Susquehanna  county  ever 
since.  In  1891  he  purchased  111  acres  of  land, 
nearly  all  improved,  upon  which  he  now  resides, 
and  upon  this  property  he  has  remodeled  the  house 
and  made  other  valuable  improvements.  Mr.  Hink- 
ley also  owns  seventy-four  acres  in  Lathrop  town- 
ship, and  he  engages  in  general  and  dairy  farming. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Grange  and  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Glenwood.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  has  served  as  poor  master 
three  years  and  as  supervisor  two  years,  which  of- 
fice he  then  resigned.  Mr.  Hinkley  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  substantial  and  influential  men  of 
tjie  township,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him. 

COL.  ALFRED  E.  LEWIS.  The  salubrious 
air  of  the  Mountains  and  the  charms  of  the  scenery 
in  Pike  county  have  attracted  many  wealthy  and 
cultured  people  who,  weary  of  the  turmoil  of  the 
city  life,  have  made  their  homes  here— “far  from 
the  madding  crowd.”  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a prominent  resident  of  Milford,  has  been  a most 
desirable  acquisition  as  a citizen,  and  the  following 
history  will  be  of  general  interest. 

Col.  Lewis  is  descended  in  the  paternal  line 
from  an  old  Welsh  family,  the  first  ancestor,  of 
whom  we  have  record,  being  Ellis  Lewis,  who  came 
from  Wales  in  1708  and  settled  in  Haverforcl, 
Chester  Co.,  Penn.  He  was  twice  married,  (first) 
to  Elizabeth  N.  Newlin,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Newlin,  and  (second)  to  Mary  Baldwin,  a widow. 

Major  Eli  Lewis,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Chester  county,  and  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary "war  was  an  otncer  in  the  Continential 
army.  He  married  Pamela  Webster,  and  they  re- 
moved to  York  county,  where  he  laid  out  the  vill- 
age of  Lewisberry  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven,  leaving  four  children:  Eli,  our  subject’s  fa- 
ther; Webster;  Ellis,  a prominent  citizen  in  his  dav, 
serving  as  attorney-general  of  this  State,  president 
judge  of  Lancaster  county  and  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  1854  to  1857;  and 
Eliza,  who  married  Robert  Hamersly,  a merchant 
of  York,  Penn.,  and  a member  of  a well-known 
family. 

Eli  Lewis  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a man  of  wealth  and  influence.  He  was  born  in 
1789,  at  Lewisberry,  York  county,  and  in  early  man- 
hood was  engaged  in  the  newspaper  busines  in  York 
Borough,  Penn.,  publishing  the  York  Republican. 
Thence  he  removed  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he 
conducted  an  Old-line  Whig  paper,  The  Baltimore 
Patriot , from  1824  to  1845,  partnershio  with  Col. 
Isaac  Monroe.  During  Tyler’s  administration  he 
was  postmaster  at  Baltimore.  On  leaving  Balti- 
more he  returned  in  1845  t°  York,  Penn.  ,and  for 
fifteen  years  served  as  president  of  the.  York  Coun- 
ty Bank.  He  resigned  this  position  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war,  and  organized  the  First  National 
Bank  of  York,  of  which  he  was  president  until  his 
death,  while  he  was  also  interested  in  being  pres'i- 
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dent  of  the  York  & Cumberland  Railroad  Co.,  and, 
later,  being  a director  in  the  Northern  Central  Rail- 
road Co.,  on  the  consolidation  of  the  various  lines 
from  Baltimore  to  Williamsport,  Penn.  He  died 
May  4,  1867,  aged  seventy-eight;  his  wife,  Rebecca 
(Forney),  died  February  23,  1881,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred 
in  a cemetery  at  York.  They  had  three  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living:  ( 1 i Miss  Mary  resides  in 
Philadelphia;  (2)  Alfred  E.,  our  subject,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below;  (3)  Rebecca  Forney  mar- 
ried the  late  Horace  Bonham,  of  York,  Penn.,  a 
prominent  politician  and  accomplished  artist.  For 
many  years  he  was  editor  of  the  York  Republican, 
and  he  served  as  collector  of  Internal  Revenue  un- 
der President  Lincoln.  Three  children  survive 
him : Bessie,  Amy  and  Eleanor. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  16,  1832,  at 
Hanover,  York  Co.,  Penn.,  while  his  parents 
were  visiting  there,  having  been  driven  from  their 
Baltimore  home  Dy  their  fear  of  the  cholera  which 
was  then  epidemic  in  that  city.  The  first  thirteen 
years  of  his  life  were  mainly  spent  in  Baltimore, 
however,  and  his  education  was  begun  there,  but 
after  the  return  of  the  family  to  work  he  prepared 
for  college  in  the  old  York  Academy.  In  1850  he 
entered  Princeton  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1853,  and  he  then  began  reading  law 
with  Judge  Daniel  Durkee,  of  York.  After  two 
years  of  study  he  was  In  1855  admitted  to  practice 
in  York  county,  where  he  was  successfully  engaged 
in  professional  work  for  about  five  years.  The  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  aroused  his  patriotism,  and, 
abandoning  his  business,  he  organized  a company 
for  service.  On  going  to  Harrisburg  they  were  as- 
signed to  duty  at  Camp  Curtin  as  Company  B, 
First  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  with  our  sub- 
ject as  captain,  and  subsequently,  when  the  regi- 
ment was  completed,  he  was  elected  senior  major, 
serving  in  the  Peninsular  campaign  on  the  staff  of 
Maj. -General  McCall,  as  chief  of  ordnance.  He 
was  in  the  seven  days’  fight  before  Richmond,  and 
afterward  marched  with  the  troops  to  Harrison’s 
Landing,  where  he  was  relieved  from  duty  on  ac- 
count of  illness.  He  returned  to  York  and  later 
went  to  Philadelphia  for  treatment,  but  on  finding 
that  chronic  laryngitis  nad  set  in  he  resigned  in 
August,  1862.  In  November  of  the  same  year,  Gov. 
Curtin,  having  heard  that  he  had  been  compelled 
to  retire  from  active  service  in  the  field,  wrote  to 
our  subject,  requesting  him  to  go  to  Harrisburg  and 
take  charge  of  a new  camp  to  be  established  at 
Gettvsburg,  Penn.,  for  drafted  men  from  Adams 
and  Franklin  counties,  Penn.  The  regiment  there 
organized  and  equipped  was  conducted  by  Col. 
Lewis  in  March,  1863,  by  rail,  to  Baltimore,  Md., 
he  reporting  to  Maj-Gen.  Wool,  department  com- 
mander. Col.  Lewis,  resigning  the  command,  was 
succeeded  by  Col.  Buehler.  On  returning  to  the 
paths  of  peace  Col.  Lewis,  who  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, conducted  a newspaper  in  Philadelphia  for  a 


short  time  in  the  interest  of  that  organization,  called 
the  Evening  Journal,  until  October,  1863. 

Soon  after  selling  that  paper  the  Evening  Tele- 
graph was  established  in  the  same  building,  by 
Chas.  IT.  Warburton,  and  this  he  continued  until 
1896.  Col.  Lewis,  In  186C,  also  assumed  control  of 
the  Luzerne  Union,  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  which 
lie  conducted  until  his  father’s  death  in  1867,  the 
care  of  the  estate  having  required  much  of  his 
time  ever  since.  In  1870  he  came  to  Milford  on  a 
visit,  and  was  so  pleased  with  the  place  that  he 
returned  the  following  spring,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1873  he  built  himself  a home  there,  which  he 
occupied  about  twenty-four  years.  In  1882  he  pur- 
chased his  present  homestead,  “Rosegate  farm,”  a 
fine  estate  of  160  acres,  formerly  owned  bv  Hon. 
E.  B.  Eldred,  who  was  at  one  time  a member  of  the 
State  Legislature.  Plere  the  Colonel  has  built  an 
elegant  residence,  which  is  a center  of  hospitality 
for  a refined  social  circle.  The  family  is  identified 
with  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  (Episco- 
pal), in  which  the  Colonel,  though  not  a member, 
holds  the  office  of  warden.  He  has  always  main- 
tained his  interest  in  military  affairs,  and  for  years 
has  been  connected  with  Philadelphia  Commandery 
of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the 
United  States. 

On  April  12,  1864,  Col.  Lewis  was  married 
at  Philadelphia  to  Miss  Mary  Wolff,  the  ceremony 
being-  performed  by  Bishop  Stevens.  Of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union,  ( 1 ) Miss  Lucretia  M.,  is 
a!-  home.  (2)  Alfred  Eli,  Jr.,  a mining  engineer  and 
a graduate  of  Lehigh  University,  married  Miss 
Grace  Harsell,  and  has  had  three  children,  Wil- 
helmina,  Lawrence  and  Alfred  Eli  (3).  (3)  Miss 

Mary  W.  and (4) Ellis  are  at  home.  (5) Gerald  and 
(6)  Frank  reside  in  Canada,  where  they  are  en- 
gaged in  business  as  mining  prospectors.  (7) 
Edith  is  at  home.  Mrs.  Lewis  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia, the  only  child  of  Jacob  R.  and  Amanda 
(Readell)  Wolff.  Her  father  was  a wealthy  com- 
mission merchant  of  New  Orleans,  but  spent  his 
last  years  in  retirement  in  Philadelphia,  dying 
there  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four;  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1874,  aged  seventy  years. 

PHILIP  B.  CLARK,  a well-known  farmer,  is 
serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Porter  township, 
Pike  county,  a position  which  he  has  filled  for  twen- 
ty-five years  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  his  constituents.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  his 
community,  and  it  is,  therefore,  consistent  that  he  be 
represented  in  a work  whose  province  is  the  por- 
trayal of  the  lives  of  the  prominent  members  of  this 
setion  of  the  State. 

A native  of  Pike  county,  Mr.  Clark  was  born 
in  Lehman  township,  October  24,  1837,  a son  of 
John  and  Susanna  (Howe)  Clark,  of  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.  The  father  was 
a millwright  and  cabinet  maker  by  trade,  and  for 
many  years  was  engaged  in  the  undertaking  busi- 
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ness.  He  died  in  his  native  county,  in  1895,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe  county.  The  mother's 
death  occurred  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  Pike  county, 
and  she  was  buried  in  the  Delaware  cemetery.  The 
children  born  to  them  were:  William,  Nelson,  Phil- 
ip B.,  Thomas,  Samuel,  John  (who  wedded  Mary 
Pickett),  and  Giles.  All  are  now  deceased  with  the 
exception  of  our  subject.  For  his  second  wife  the 
father  married  Miss  Margaret  Wells,  who'  is  now 
living  in  Middle  Smithfteld  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  by  this  union  he  had  the  following  children : 
Martha  and  Mary,  who  both  died  when  young ; 
Frank  P. ; Sarah,  wife  of  Christ  Krantz;  Aaron; 
Susana,  wife  of  Thomas  Batchelor ; Arminda,  wife 
of  Horace  Cortright ; George  ; Hester  ; and  Emma, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were 
Thomas  and  Martha  (Quick)  Clark,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  the  latter  of  Pike  county, 
Penn.  Their  children  were  Rev.  William,  a clergy- 
man of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  who  was  twice  mar- 
ried (first)  to  Susannah  Daly,  and  (second)  to 
Maria  Cortright;  John,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Mary,  wife  of  William  Smith ; Margaret,  who  died 
unmarried;  Sarah,  wife  of  Johnson  Wells;  and 
Catherine,  who  died  young.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject  were  Capt.  John  and  Polly 
(Van  Why)  Howe,  the  former  a native  of  England, 
the  latter  of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Van  Why.  Capt.  Howe  served  with 
distinction  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  reared  a family 
of  ten  children:  Isaac  S.,  Peter,  Jacob,  James,  Kate, 
Betsie,  Mary,  Margaret,  Matilda,  and  Susanna, 
mother  of  our  subject. 

During  his  youth  Philip  B.  Clark  worked  with 
his  father  at  cabinet  making  and  carpentering,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  accepted  a position  as  mill- 
wright with  Philip  Michaels,  remaining  with  him 
three  years.  The  following  two  years  he  spent  in 
the  oil  regions  of  Venango  county,  Penn.,  and  then 
was  employed  by  the  railroad  company  at  Scranton 
for  one  year.  From  there  he  went  to  Honesdale, 
and  in  1874  returned  to  Pike  county,  locating  at 
Porter’s  Lake,  Porter  township,  remaining  there 
two  years,  then  coming  to  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  owns  about  800  acres  of  land  in  ths 
region,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  with  good  suc- 
cess. He  takes  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part 
in  public  affairs,  is  a supporter  of  the  Democracy, 
and  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  a 
number  of  local  offices,  having  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  twenty-five  years,  school  director  for  the 
same  length  of  time  and  township  clerk  for  thirteen 
years.  Besides  these  offices  he  is  at  present  also 
■ serving  as  poormaster  and  assessor. 

At  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  in  September,  1867,  Mr. 
Clark  married  Miss  Catherine  Holderman,  and  to 
them  were  born  the  following  children : Engene, 
who  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years ; Amy, 
wife  of  J.  C.  Bossier,  of  Bloomingdale,  N.  J. ; Sam- 
uel, a carpenter  by  trade,  who  resides  in  Dover,  N. 


J. ; Allie  B.,  wife  of  Oliver  D.  Heater,  of  Cherry 
Valley,  Penn. ; Mary  and  Lydia,  residents  of  Park- 
side,  Penn. ; Joseph  IT. ; Adam ; and  Walter  G., 
who  died  in  June,  1897,  from  the  effects  of  the  bite 
of  a rattlesnake.  The  wife  and  mother,  who  was 
born  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, in  August,  1841,  died  October  14,  1889,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  a private  burying  ground  on  our  sub- 
ject’s farm.  Her  parents,  Joseph  and  Julia  (Yat- 
ter)  Holderman,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Monroe 
county,  her  father  being  killed  by  falling  from  a 
load  of  hay  and  breaking  his  neck.  Her  grandfa- 
ther was  taken  prisoner  by  Washington  during  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

TARBELL.  Since  early  in  the  nineteenth 
century  the  name  of  Tarbell  has  been  one  of  promi- 
nence in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  where  settled 
the  ancestors  of  John  S.  Tarbell,  the  veteran  hotel- 
keeper  of  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  whose 
life  covers  a period  of  eighty  years,  nearly  sixty  of 
which  have  been  passed  in  a hotel,  and  forty-five 
as  a citizen  of  Montrose. 

Isaac  Tarbell,  the  grandfather  of  John  S.  Tar- 
bell, when  a child  was  brought  by  his  parents  from 
France  to  this  country.  The  family  settled  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  before  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Isaac 
Tarbell  remained  in  Boston  until  after  his  marriage, 
then  removed  to  Windsor  county,  Vt.,  and  there  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business.  He  finally,  in  about 
1820,  removed  to  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  reared  a large 
family  of  children,  all  now  deceased,  as  follows : 
Isaac  located  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
engaged  in  farming ; Eli  is  mentioned  farther  on ; 
John  S.  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  near  the  lake  that  has 
since  borne  his  name,  and  later  removed  to  Nor- 
folk, Va.  (he  had  a son  who  was  a colonel  of  a 
Virginia  regiment  in  the  Confederate  service  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg)  ; Willard,  a carpenter  and  joiner,  re- 
mained in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y. ; Jonathan  locat- 
ed in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing; and  Johanna  and  Sarah  became  residents  of 
Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Eli  Tarbell,  son  of  Isaac  Tarbell,  was  born  on 
September  25,  1790,  in  Windsor  county,  Vt.  He 
married,  in  1815,  Sibyl  Parker,  born  March  7, 
1798,  a daughter  of  Leonard  Parker,  who  was  an 
inn-keeper  in  Windsor  county.  The  son-in-law  also- 
became  occupied  as  hotel-keeper  in  that  county,  but 
in  1820  removed  to  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  locat- 
ing in  Smithville.  The  journey,  which  occupied 
ten  days,  was  made  by  means  of  an  ox-team  and 
wagon — in  which  were  stored  the  household  goods, 
etc.,  including  a number  of  fruit  trees — driven  by 
the  father,  while  the  mother  came  with  a horse  and 
buggy,  her  infant  son,  John  S.,  in  her  arms.  They 
for  a time  occupied  a log  cabin  in  the  village  of 
Smithville  Flats.  The  father  later  built  a hotel 
and  resumed  his  former  occupation.  Subsequently 
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his  business  increased,  and  it  became  necessary  for 
more  commodious  quarters  and  a still  larger  hotel 
building  was  erected.  Here  Eli  Tarbell  reared  his 
children,  and  here  he  died,  in  September,  1845. 
He  was  a man  of  great  business  capacity,  energy 
and  ability,  and  was  also  engaged  in  other  lines  of 
business.  Ele  was  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
and  citizens  of  Chenango  county.  As  a Whig  and 
warm  supporter  of  Gen.  Harrison  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler,  too"  campaign 
of  1840.  His  widow  survived  him,  she  living  to  be 
nearly  eighty-three  years  of  age.  Their  children 
were:  Sewell,  born  in  1816,  died  in  1866;  Laura 
died  in  childhood : John  S.  is  referred  to  farther  on ; 
Mary,  born  in  1821,  married  J.  B.  Lewis,  and  re- 
sides at  the  old  homestead  in  Chenango  county,  N. 
Y. ; Charles  P.,  born  in  1824,  resides  at  Smithville, 
N.  Y. ; George  L.,  born  in  1827,  died  in  1871; 
Francis,  born  in  1829,  now  deceased,  was  a resident 
of  Olympia,  Wash. ; and  James  H.  is  a resident  of 
the  State  of  Washington. 

John  S.  Tarbell,  of  Montrose,  son  of  Eli  Tar- 
bell, was  born  June  22,  1819,  in  Windsor  county, 
Yt.  As  narrated  in  the  foregoing,  he  was  brought 
in  1820  to  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.  His  bovhood 
he  passed  in  Smithville,  where  he  assisted  in  doing 
the  chores  and  in  the  work  about  the  hotel  and  at 
intervals  attended  the  neighboring  schools.  As  a 
boy  be  was  bright  and  smart,  and  early  gave  evi- 
dence of  business  ability,  becoming  so  useful  that 
his  father  depended  largely  upon  him  in  the  manag- 
ing of  the  hotel  and  of  his  business  in  general. 
When  a mere  boy  young  Tarbell's  trading  pro- 
clivities were  evidenced  in  the  swapping  of  a pair 
of  steers,  unbeknown  to  his  father,  for  a colt.  In 
this  operation  he  drove  a good  bargain,  and  al- 
though remonstrated  with  bv  the  father  the  latter 
soon  found  that  the  boy  was  able  to  care  for  himself 
in  his  deals,  as  he  generally  made  none  that  he  did 
not  profit  in.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the  hotel, 
marrying  in  the  meantime,  until  the  latter’s  death  in 
1845.  Feeling  that  his  mother  should  be  relieved  of 
further  care  in  looking  after  the  hotel,  he  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  disposing  of  that  property,  and 
so  traded  it  for  a farm.  For  some  ten  or  more 
years  following  his  marriage  Mr.  Tarbell  was  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  at  Smithville  Flats,  in 
Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  at  which  point  he  was 
postmaster  during  that  period.  In  January,  1856, 
he  removed  to  Montrose,  Penn.,  and  there  bought 
from  Gen.  D.  D.  Warner  the  old  "Franklin  House,’ 
a hotel  property  since  1814.  erected  in  that  year 
by  Daniel  Curtis.  In  tliis  building  for  nearly  a third 
of  a century  following  Mr.  Tarbell  kept  one  of  the 
best  hotels  in  Northern  Pennsylvania.  Born,  reared 
and  with  little  exception  always  having  lived  in  a 
hotel,  Mr.  Tarbell  early  learned  bow  to  cater  to  the 
whims  of  the  traveling  public,  and  became  a most 
popular,  genial  and  successful  landlord.  Much  of 
his  sixty  years  of  active  business  life  were  passed 
under  a hotel  roof.  On  his  assuming  control  of 
the  old  “Franklin  House"  the  name  was  changed  to 
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that  of  his  own,  which  it  continues  to  bear.  The 
"Tarbell  House"  is  centrally  located  across  from 
the  court  house  and  public  green ; is  three  stories  in 
height,  with  a frontage  of  102  feet  and  a depth  of 
seventy-eight  feet,  with  an  "L”  adjoining.  It  has 
spacious  walls,  with  numerous  airy  rooms,  capable 
of  accommodating  upward  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  guests.  Heated  throughout  with  steam, 
lighted  by  electricity,  and  supplied  with  fresh  run- 
ning water,  the  hotel  is  one  of  the  most  modern  in 
Northern  Pennsylvania.  When  our  subject  pur- 
chased the  building  it  was  but  two  stories  high,  with 
a capacity  of  accommodating  only  about  forty 
guests.  In  1870,  under  Mr.  Tarbell’s  own  supervis- 
ion, the  biulding  was  practically  built  anew,  another 
story  and  basement  being  added,  and  the  hotel 
kept  in  operation  during  the  period  of  reconstruction. 

Outside  of  carrying  on  the  hotel  Mr.  Tarbell 
lias  been  active  in  various  business  lines.  He  has 
owned  at  one  time  some  four  improved  farms,  one 
of  which  is  the  old  homestead  in  Chenango  county, 
N.  Y.,  of  which  he  is  still  the  owner,  and  two  of 
these  he  manages  himself.  Years  ago  he  owned  a 
tract  of  timber  and  operated  several  sawmills.  He 
also  dealt  largely  in  horses,  and  was  known  in  his 
earlier  life  as  quite  a successful  and  expert  horse- 
man. He  has  taken  many  premiums  at  County  and 
State  Fairs  on  these  animals.  In  i860  he  owned 
and  trained  the  noted  horse  "Morgan  Tiger,"  the 
first  horse  in  this  country  to  be  driven  without  a 
bridle,  simply  controlled  by  movement  of  the 
whip,  which  made  its  subsequent  owner,  the  late 
Mr.  Rockwell,  to  whom  Mr.  Tarbell  sold  him,  a 
handsome  fortune  by  his  exhibitions  throughout 
the  United  States. 

For  a period  Mr.  Tarbell  was  interested  in  a 
line  of  stages  in  Montrose.  During  bis  active  busi- 
ness life  in  Montrose  he  was  identified  with  every 
movement  which  had  for  its  object  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  village,  always  coming  to  the 
front  with  his  means  and  influence.  He  was  one  of 
the  builders  of  the  Narrow  Gauge  railroad  from 
Montrose  to  Tunkhannock,  in  which  he  has  been  a 
stockholder  and  director  for  upward  of  twenty- 
five  years.  In  1886  he  built  and  still  owns  the 
block  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Public  avenue  and 
Church  street.  Since  retiring  from  the  hotel  Mr. 
Tarbell  nas  resided  in  one  of  the  neat  and  cosy 
homes  of  the  village,  located  on  Maple  street. 

In  his  political  views  Mr!  Tarbell  was  before 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  a Whig, 
casting  his  first  presidential  vote  in  1840  for  Will- 
iam H.  Harrison.  He  has  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publican party  throughout  its  existence.  As  a 
young  man  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  memorable 
campaign  of  1840,  he  and  his  father,  then  an  active 
Whig,  exhibiting  at  many  meetings  a model  log 
cabin  with  its  coon-skins  and  hard  cider — this 
drawn  on  a large  wagon  with  many  horses.  Mr. 
Tarbell  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles  throughout 
the  State;  has  been  identified  with  the  order  since 
1843,  being  now  a member  of  Warren  Lodge  and 
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Chapter  of  Montrose.  He  is  a charter  member  of 
Great  Bend  Consistory  No.  32,  and  a member  of 
Malta  Commandery,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  is 
probably  one  of  the  oldest  Knights  Templar  living. 
Standing  six  feet,  two  inches,  in  height,  with  a 
forceful  and  strong  face,  Mr.  Tarbell  is  'a  striking 
figure,  easily  recognized  by  the  stranger,  while  his 
g'enial  presence  and  ever  cordial  welcome  will  long 
be  recalled  by  all  who  have  known  his  familiar  form 
on  the  streets  of  Montrose  for  so  many  years.  “He 
is  a man  of  marked  individuality,  positive  in  his 
ways,  firm  in  his  convictions  and  loyal  to  his 
friends."  A man  of  kindly  and  generous  nature, 
his  name  will  long  be  fresh  in  the  memory  of  those 
who  have  shared  his  hospitality  and  generosity. 
He  has  been  a reader  and  subscriber  of  the  New 
Fork  Tribune  for  fifty  years.  In  November  last 
(1899)  Mr.  Tarbell  served  on  the  jury,  and  there,  as 
in  all  the  activities  of  life,  his  remarkable  clearness 
of  interest  was  very  evident.  In  the  fall  of  1899  he 
presented  a fine  drinking  fountain  to  the  city  of  Mont- 
rose, which  will  stand  in  the  center  of  Main  street. 

On  October  8,  1843,  Mr.  Tarbell  was  married 
to  Mary  Estelle,  only  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Emi- 
line  Ketchem.  She  was  born  April  10,  1824,  'at 
Smithville,  N.  Y.,  and  died  there  suddenly  while  on 
a visit  from  Montrose,  on  September  9,  1878.  She 
was  a most  excellent  woman,  loved  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  her.  In  1883  Mr.  Tarbell  was 
again  married,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Emily  Birchard, 
a native  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1846,  who 
has  made  him  a good  wife  and  is  tenderly  caring 
for  him  in  the  evening  of  life.  Her  parents,  George 
W.  and  Margaret  (ivimball)  Andrews,  were  both 
natives  of  New  York  State,  and  died  in  Bingham- 
ton. He  was  a cabinet  maker  by  trade.  Mrs.  Tar- 
bell has  one  daughter  by  her  first  marriage,  Carrie, 
now  Airs.  Everett  M.  Alger,  of  Brockton,  Mass., 
who  has  one  child,  Margaret. 

Air.  Tarbell’s  children,  all  born  to  the  first 
marriage,  are:  (1)  Mary  F.  Tarbell,  born  in  1847, 
is  the  wife  of  John  R.  R.aynsford,  now  the  popular 
landlord  of  the  "Tarbell  House.”  (2)  Eli  K.  Tar- 
bell, born  in  1850,  was  reared  and  passed  his  early 
life  at  Montrose.  For  a period  he  was  in  the  hotel 
business  and  interested  in  mining  lands  at  Hurley, 
Wis.  Some  twelve  years  aeo  he  went  to  Winona, 
Minn.,  organized  a stock  company,  and  erected  a 
hotel  building,  at  a cost  of  over  one  hundred  thous- 
and dollars,  of  which'  he  has  since  been  the  success- 
ful landlord.  The  building  is  no  by  130  feet,  five 
stories  high,  and  attached  to  it  is  a plant  for  heat- 
ing and  lighting  purposes.  The  “Winona”  is  a 
modern  hotel  and  first-class  in  every  respect,  and  its 
landlord  a most  capable  and  successful  hotel  man. 
He  owns  a controlling  interest  in  the  company’s 
stock.  He  married  Celia  Dryer,  of  Victor,  N.  Y., 
and  had  two  daughters — Leonia  and  Julia.  (3) 
Emily  A.  Tarbell,  born  in  1851,  married  (first) 
Leonard  Searle,  Tr.,  who  died  in  1879,  and  (sec- 
ond) Warren  S.  Danolds,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Albion,  New  York. 


L.  F.  MEACHAM.  Among  the  honored  and 
representative  citizens  of  Springville  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  none  stand  higher  than  this  gen- 
tleman. He  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  in  Au- 
burn township,  May  20,  1830,  and  is  a worthy  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  highly  respected  pioneer 
families. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Asa  and  Zilphia  (Roswell)  Meacham,  who  were 
lifelong  residents  of  New  Hampshire,  where  they 
died  when  well  advanced  in  years.  Their  children 
are  also  now  deceased.  They  were : Lawrence,  the 
father  of  our  subject;  Asa,  a resident  of  Claremont, 
N.  H. ; Augustine,  of  Springville  township,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.;  Hubbard  in  Canada;  James, 
of  Springville  township';  John,  of  Auburn  township  ; 
Almira,  wife  of  Ambrose  Cossett,  who  was  president 
of  the  Claremont  (N.  H.)  National  Bank,  and  judge 
of  the  court;  and  Benjamin,  who  always  lived  on 
the  old  homestead  in  the  Granite  State. 

Lawrence  Meacham,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
a native  of  Claremont,  N.  H.,  and  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where  he  lo- 
cated in  1815,  when  about,  thirty  years  of  age. 
Two  years  later  he  married  Miss  Susan  Stewart, 
who  was  born  in  Vermont,  of  Scotch  descent.  He 
purchased  a tract  of  150  acres  of  wild  land,  and  after 
making  a little  clearing  he  erected  a cabin  thereon. 
As  time  passed,  acre  after  acre  was  cleared  and 
placed  under  the  plow  until  he  had  ninety  acres  of 
highly  cultivated  land.  To  the  original  purchase 
he  added  thirty-seven  acres,  and  made  many  im- 
provements upon  the  place  in  the  way  of  buildings. 
There  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  his 
wife  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  them.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  was  a Whig.  To  this*  worthy  couple  were 
born  six  children,  namely:  Zylphia  lives  in  Tunk- 
hannock;  Armina  is  . a resident  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn. ; Levica  is  the  widow  of  Hiram  Blakeslee, 
of  Montrose,  Penn. ; Harriet  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-five years;  L.  F.  is  our  subject;  and  Orphia  is 
the  deceased  wife  of  Urbun  Avery,  of  Washington 
township,  Wyoming  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

L.  F.  Meacham  acquired  a good  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  for  several  terms  successfully  engaged  in  teach- 
ing there  and  in  Wyoming  county.  He  also  followed 
farming  in  the  latter  county,  where  he  remained 
three  or  four  years,  and  has  devoted  considerable 
attention  to  lumbering  in  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  on  a tract  of  land  which  he  pur- 
chased. In  1889  he  bought  seventy-three  acres  of 
land  in  Springville  township,  nearly  all  of  which 
was  cleared,  and  upon  this  place  he  has  erected  a 
comfortable  residence  and  a good  barn.  He  is  now 
engaged  in  general  farming,  dairying  and  stock 
raising,  keeping  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  and 
is  meeting  with  well-merited  success.  He  is  also 
a stockholder  in  a creamery  company,  of  which  he 
is  now  serving  as  treasurer  and  manager,  and  he 
generally  carries  forward  to  successful  completion 
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whatever  he  undertakes.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Grange,  and  politically  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, doing  all  in  his  power  to  advance  his  par- 
ty’s interest.  He  was  auditor  of  Auburn  township 
one  year,  and  has  served  as  judge  of  the  election 
board. 

On  April  27,  1899,  _Mr.  Meacham  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Manning,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary 
(Garr)  Manning.  Her  father  was  a farmer,  born 
in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  in  April,  1800,  and  died 
in  November,  1874.  Pier  mother  was  born  in  Mon- 
roe county,  Penn.,  in  May,  1804,  and  died  in  No- 
vember, 1889.  They  were  the  parents  of  children 
as  follows  (besides  Mrs.  Meacham)  who  grew  to 
maturity:  Gersham,  Jackson,  John,  Phoebe,  Ann, 
Daniel,  Mary  and  Louis.  The  parents  and  all  of  the 
daughters  were  members  of  the  Church. 

GEORGE  W.  GREEN  is  one  of  the  old  and 
honored  citizens  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  still 
actively  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Dimock  township.  ETpright  and  honorable  in  all 
the  relations  of  life,  he  has  attained  to  a position  of 
distinctive  prominence  in  the  county  where  he  was 
born,  and  where  he  has  retained  his  residence  up  to 
the  present  time,  being  now  one  of  the  revered  patri- 
archs of  the  community. 

Abel  Green,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  during  which  struggle 
he  was  wounded  in  the  eye.  The  father,  Obediah 
Green,  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  the  same 
State,  and  there  married  Ruth  Mattison,  a daughter 
of  David  Mattison,  of  Rhode  Island.  Leaving  his 
native  State,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  Obe- 
diah Green  went  to  Royal  Grant,  but  soon  after- 
ward came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  pur- 
chased 300  acres  of  wild  land  near  Montrose,  where 
he  cleared  and  improved  a farm.  Subsequently  he 
lived  in  Forest  Lake,  and  in  1850  came  to  Dimock 
township,  where  he  spent  his  last  days,  dying  Octo- 
ber 11,  i860,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine 
years.  As  a life  work  he  followed  farming  and  car- 
pentering. He  was  a pronounced  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, but  was  never  an  office  seeker,  and  was  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  his  family 
were  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  lived  to  have 
children  and  grandchildren,  but  our  subject,  the 
youngest,  is  the  only  one  now  living. 

George  W.  Green  was  born  in  Bridgewater 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  September  1,  1819, 
was  reared  near  Montrose,  and  received  a com- 
mon-school education.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  was  married  in  Dimock  township,  to  Miss  Eliza 
Williams,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Salichia  (Van 
Aukin)  Williams,  both  natives  of  New  Jersey.  Mrs. 
Green  was  born  November  12,  1819,  and  was  reared 
by  her  maternal  grandparents.  The  children  born 
of  this  union  were  as  follows : Fannie  Mary,  wife  of 
William  Seiber,  of  Rush  township.  Susquehanna 
county ; Amos  Leroy,  a farmer  of  Susquehanna 
county;  Edwin  Luther,  a farmer  of  Auburn  town- 


ship, same  county ; Annie  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years ; George  E.,  a farmer  of  Dimoclc 
township;  William  R.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years;  Nathan  Emery,  who  is  living  on  the  old 
homestead ; Arminda  Eliza,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years;  and  Martha  E.,  wife  of  Darius  War- 
ner, of  Forest  Lake. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Green  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
but  finally  sold  his  place  there,  and  July  16,  1849, 
took  up  his  residence  in  Dimock  township,  where  he 
purchased  eighty-eight  acres  of  partially  cleared 
land,  on  which  he  has  since  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  dairying.  At  different  times  he  has 
bought  and  sold  other  tracts,  and  at  one  time  owned 
100  acres  of  land  jn  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  but  is  still  living  on  his  original  purchase 
in  Dimock  township.  He  has  dealt  quite  extensive- 
ly in  cattle,  and  during  the  past  sixty  years  has 
owned  eighty-eight  horses.  In  1885,  he  traveled 
through  many  of  the  Western  States,  visiting  Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Michigan,  and  also  Cana- 
da.  In  Iowa,  he  stopped  at  Tama  City  and  the  In- 
dian reservation.  Although  eighty  years  of  age  he 
is  yet  quite  active,  is  able  to  work  in  the  lumber 
woods,  and  can  still  handle  a plow  with  the  ease  of 
a much  younger  man.  In  political  sentiment  he  is 
a very  strong  Democrat,  and  he  has  been  honored 
with  a number  of  local  offices  in  Dimock  and  Forest 
Lake  townships,  including  that  of  supervisor  which 
he  filled  for  several  terms.  He  was  also  a member 
of  the  election  board,  and  has  ever  been  accounted 
one  of  the  most  useful  and  valuable  citizens  of  his 
community.  He  attends  the  Universalist  Church, 
gives  liberally  to  its  support,  and  his  life  has  ever 
been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact. 

JOHN  SOMMER.  This  well-known  resident 
of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  is  one  of  our 
leading  German-born  citizens,  and  in  his  successful 
business  career  he  has  shown  the  characteristic  thrift 
and  enterprise  of  his  race.  Beginning  with  no  capi- 
tal except  that  acquired  by  his  own  industry,  he  has 
steadily  overcome  the  obstacles  in  his  path  to  suc- 
cess, and  is  to-day  a prosperous  farmer. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Sommer,  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Hessen,  Germany,  where  the  former  was  an 
extensive  buyer.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Anna 
Gertrude  (Emhurf)  Sommer,  were  also  natives  of 
Hessen,  and  remained  in  the  Fatherland,  the  father 
dying  there  in  1884,  aged  eighty-three  years,  the 
mother  in  September,  1887,  at  the  same  age.  The 
children  born  to  them  were  as  follows : Elizabeth, 
widow  of  Cart  Swartz,  and  a resident  of  Newark, 
N.  J. ; John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Anna  Ger- 
trude, wife  of  Peter  Burn,  and  a resident  of  Ger- 
many : Henry,  a farmer  of  Hessen,  Germany ; Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Jacob  Cronan,  of  Hessen  ; Annie,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Hessen ; Catherine,  who  died 
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in  Newark,  N.  J. ; and  Henry,  who  is  married,  and 
resides  in  New  York  City,  where  he  is  employed  as 
a varnisher  and  polisher. 

John  Sommer  was  born  in  Hessen,  January  22, 
1829,  and  received  a good  education  in  the  German 
language.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  crossed  the  At- 
lantic and  found  employment  in  New  York  City  as 
a varnisher  and  polisher  of  pianos,  at  which  trade 
he  worked  there  for  twenty-eight  years.  He  then 
returned  to  his  native  Province,  where  he  visited 
friends  and  relatives  for  five  months,  and  on  again 
coming  to  America  located  in  Palmyra  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  a hotel,  com- 
monly called  the  “Pafton  House,”  which  he  con- 
ducted for  three  years.  On  selling  that  property 
he  bought  a farm  near  by,  and  upon  that  place  he 
now  resides.  It  consists  of  150  acres,  fifty  of  which 
are  tillable,  and  to  general  farming  he  now  devotes 
his  attention  with  most  gratifying  results.  His  po- 
litical support  is  always  given  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  served  his  fel- 
low citizens  as  judge  of  election  and  school  director 
for  four  years. 

On  September  2,  1852,  in  New  York  City,  Mr. 
Sommer  was  married  by  Rev.  Buschey  to  Miss  Ann 
Augusta  Gaap,  who  was  born  in  northern  Germany, 
March  17,  1834,  and  died  in  1887.  Children  as 
follows  have  blessed  this  union:  Annie,  born  June 
10,  1853,  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years; 
John  H.,  born  December  28,  1854,  lives  with  his  fa- 
ther and  owns  and  operates  an  adjoining  farm; 
Lewis,  born  December  4,  1856,  wedded  Mary  Mey- 
ers, and  is  a prosperous  farmer  of  I’almyra  town- 
ship; Adolph,  born  January  12,  i860,  died  in  1888; 
Charles,  born  February  1,  1864,  married  Geneveive 
Hughes,  and  is  employed  as  a bookkeeper  in  New 
York  City;  and  Matild,  born  January  18,  1869, 
married  Carl  Oberle,  a jeweler,  of  Hawley,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

JOHN  T.  TITMAN  (deceased)  was  during 
his  lifetime  one  of  the  well-known  farmers  of  Leh- 
man township,  Pike  county,  where  his  widow  still 
resides,  and  he  was  a worthy  member  of  a family 
whose  members  are  respected  everywhere  for  in- 
dustry and  integrity,  and  who  have  had  a prominent 
place  in  the  life  of  this  section  for  many  vears.  Mr. 
Pitman’s  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Teeal)  Pit- 
man, were  natives  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  his 
grandparents,  Baldus  and  Marie  (Force)  Pitman, 
were  also  lifelong  residents  of  that  county,  Baldus 
Pitman  engaging  in  farming  on  an  extensive  scale. 
He  died  from  the  effects  of  a snake  bite.  He  and 
his  wife  had  seven  children:  George,  Philip, 

William,  John,  Margaret  (Mrs.  Eugene  Krause), 
Lena  (Mrs.  Isaac  Blackford)  and  Anna  (Mrs. 
Isaac  France). 

John  Pitman  was  the  only  one  of  the  above 
named  family  to  come  to  Pike  county.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  Warren  county,  and  there  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Peeal,  whose  father,  John  Peeal, 
came  from  his  native  country,  Holland,  in  early  life, 


and  settled  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  where  he 
carried  on  farming  for  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
Some  few  years  after  their  marriage,  in  about  1819, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pitman  migrated  to  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  taking  up  their  residence  on  a farm  at  what 
is  now  known  as  Egypt  Mills,  in  Lehman  township, 
where  they  made  a permanent  home.  In  addition 
to  general  agriculture  Mr.  Pitman  engaged  in  car- 
penter and  cooper  work,  and  by  industry  and  thrift 
he  acquired  a comfortable  property,  at  the  time  of 
his  death  ranking  among  the  prominent  and  pros- 
perous citizens  of  the  locality ; he  served  as  con- 
stable for  many  years.  Politically  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. He  passed  away  in  March,  1865,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years,  his  wife  preceding  him  to  the 
grave  in  1863,  when  seventy-one  years  old.  Pheir 
remains  rest  in  the  Swartwood  cemetery.  Of  their 
children,  Catherine  married  David  Emory  and  both 
are  deceased,  Mrs.  Emory  dying  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  Jacob  F.  (deceased)  married 
Barbara  Reaser.  Jeremiah  M.,  who  is  a farmer 
in  Lehman  township,  married  Sarah  M.,  Wildrick. 
John  P.,  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines,  born  July 
27,  1821,  near  Blairstown,  N.  J.  Baldus  and  Joehila 
died  young.  Charles  married  Margaret  Counter- 
man ; he  resides  in  Milford.  Maria,  who  is  un- 
married, also  lives  in  Milford,  Pike  county. 

On  March  9,  1859,  at  the  homestead  of  the  Pit- 
man family  in  Lehman  township,  John  P.  Pitman 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elmira  Counter- 
man, and  nine  children  blessed  this  union,  of  whom 
we  have  the  following  record : Louis  M.  married 
Mary  Seymore,  and  they  reside  in  Morristown,  N. 
J.,  where  he  follows  the  carpenter  trade.  Anna 
(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Wallace  Bensley.  S. 
Catherine  is  married  to  Philip  Misenhelder,  of  Mil- 
ford, Penn.  William  H.  is  mentioned  farther  on. 
Ulysses  G.  married  Clara  Williams,  and  they  make 
their  home  in  Bushkill,  Penn.  Martha  J.  is  the 
wife  of  George  William,  of  Montague,  N.  J. 
Minnie  M.  married  Richard  Van  Passed , of  Frank- 
lin Furnace,  N.  J.  Philip  D.,  who  is  unmarried, 
lives  in  New  Jersey.  Harry  S.,  also  unmarried, 
is  a resident  of  Morristown,  that  State.  Phe  fa- 
ther of  this  family  passed  away  November  29,  1893, 
at  Egypt  Mills,  from  the  effects  of  being  thrown 
from  a wagon,  whereby  the  toD  portion  of  his  spine 
was  injured.  Mrs.  Elmira  (Counterman)  Pitman 
was  born  May  23,  1837,  in  Monroe  county,  Penn., 
a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Eve  (Cortright)  Coun- 
terman, who  were  farming  people  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty all  their  lives.  Phey  died  in  July,  1842,  and 
January,  1894,  respectively;  the  mother  was  born  in 
April,  1807.  1'heir  children  were  as  follows : El- 
mira, Mrs.  Pitman;  James,  who  died  while  serving 
in  the  army ; Philip,  a farmer  of  Lehman  township, 
who  married  Eliza  Crump ; and  Margaret,  Mrs. 
Charles  Pitman,  deceased. 

William  H.  Pitman  was  born  December  28, 
1865,  at  Egypt  Mills,  and  was  reared  In  Lehman 
township,  where  he  received  his  education.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  commenced  work  on  his  own 
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account,  hiring  out  to  various  farmers  until  his 
marriage,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  on  the  fine 
farm  in  Lehman  which  is  now  his  home.  This  place, 
which  is  a valuable  tract  of  river-bottom  land,  is 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  Pike  county,  and  although 
Mr.  Titman  does  not  own  the  property  he  takes 
as  much  nride  in  its  appearance  and  improvement 
as  if  it  Belonged  to  him,  and  everything  about  the 
land  and  buildings  bespeaks  watchful  care  and  good 
management  on  his  part.  He  is  thoroughly  modern 
in  all  his  agricultural  work,  thrifty  and  progressive 
to  an  extraordinary  degree,  and  he  attends  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  fertile  acres  in  an  intelligent  and 
systematic  manner  which  would  do  credit  to  many 
an  older  and  more  experienced  man. 

In  December,  1893,  Mr.  Titman  was  united  in 
marriage,  at  Deckertown,  N.  J.,  with  Miss  Flora 
Canfield,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children: 
Emmet  S.,  Irvin  L.,  and  Earl.  Mrs.  Titman  has 
proved  a competent  helpmeet  to  her  industrious 
husband,  working  steadily  with  him  and  assisting 
him  materially  in  his  success,  and  thev  are  both 
highly  esteemed  bv  their  neighbors  and  friends  in 
Lehman  township  as  pleasant,  intelligent  people, 
who  would  be  desirable  residents  of  any  community. 
Mr.  Titman’s  widowed  mother  makes  her  home 
with  them.  Our  subject  is  a Republican  in  his  po- 
litical preferences. 

Mrs.  Titman's  father,  Charles  Canfield,  was 
born  in  Huguenot,  N.  Y.  For  his  first  wife  he 
married  Julia  A.  Dewitt,  a native  of  the  same  place, 
and  a daughter  of  John  C.  and  Sallie  A.  (Trible) 
Dewitt.  In  1874  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Canfield  removed  to 
Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where  she  passed  away  in 
May,  1875,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty  years,  and  he 
subsequently  removed  to  McAvee  Valley,  N.  J., 
where  he  still  resides.  Mr.  Canfield  is  now  forty- 
eight  years  of  age.  He  is  a blacksmith  bv  trade. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Miss  Minerva 
Kishpaw,  and  to  them  have  been  born  nine  children : 
Sadie,  Eugene,  Arthur  (deceased),  Maggie,  Lydia, 
Leanora,  William  (deceased),  Itha  M.  and  Orval. 
Mrs.  Titman,  who  was  born  August  9,  1873,  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  was  the  only  child  of  the  first 
marriage,  and  after  her  mother's  death  she  went 
to  live  with  her  grandfather  Dewitt,  by  whom  she 
was  reared. 

L.  J.  MIDDAUGH.  Among  the  worthy  pio- 
neers of  Pike  countv  the  Middaugh  family  hold  a 
prominent  place,  and  the  results  of  the  labor  and 
self-denial  of  those  past  generations  is  manifest  in 
the  comfortable  homes  and  fertile,  well-arranged 
farms  which  they  left  to  their  descendants.  The 
family  was  originally  from  Holland,  but  was  found- 
ed in  this  country  in  early  Colonial  days.  Court- 
right  Middaugh,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  what  is  now  Westfall  township,  Pike  county, 
and  there  amid  pioneer  scenes  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  never  left  the  county,  and  throughout  life  de- 
voted his  energies  to  farming  and  lumbering.  Here 
he  married  and  had  eight  children,  all  now  deceased ; 


Cornelius,  Levi,  Henry,  Helen,  John,  Catherine 
Jane  and  Sahra. 

Lr\i  Middaugh,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
a native  of  Westfall  township,  born  July  4,  1786,  and 
was  reared  there.  When  a young  man  he  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade  which  he  followed  for  some 
years.  Nearly  ninety-five  years  ago  he  came  to 
Shohola  township  and  purchased  300  acres  of  wood 
land,  and  as  there  were  no  roads  through  this  por- 
tion of  the  county  he  traveled  up  the  Delaware  river 
in  a canoe.  This  tract  he  planned  to  clear  in  the 
winter,  but  being  pleased  with  the  surroundings 
and  e\  idence  of  an  abundance  of  game,  he  decided  to 
locate  here  at  once,  and  accordingly  erected  a log 
house  and  brought  his  family  to  the  new  home  in 
the  midst  of  the  forest.  The  family  endured  all  of 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life,  and 
many  times  would  have  starved  had  it  not  been  for 
the  abundance  of  wild  game  in  the  neighborhood. 
Levi  Middaugh  married  Miss  Margaret  Van  Akin, 
who  was  born  in  Westfall  township,  February  28, 
1793,  a daughter  of  Garrett  Van  Akin,  and' died 
October  11,  1876.  Mr.  Middaugh  passed  away 
September  13,  1861.  Their  marriage  was  celebrat- 
ed in  Westfall  township,  September  30,  1813,  and 
was  blessed  with  ten  children:  Catherine  (de- 

ceased) married  James  Dewhiliger;  Phcebe  (de- 
ceased) married  John  Ketchum ; Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  Bradner  Wood;  Janes  (deceased)  married 
John  Van  Tvle;  James  N.,  born  June  24,  1823,  re- 
sides in  Shohola  township,  where  he  follows  farm- 
ing and  blacksmithing,  and  as  a Democrat  takes  an 
active  part  in  public  affairs,  having  held  several 
township  offices;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  John  J. 
Coursen,  of  Shohola  township;  Sarrah  Ann  (de- 
ceased) married  Jerry  Tutton,  of  Sullivan  county, 
N.  Y. ; Hanna  (deceased)  married  Edward  Hines, 
and  resided  in  Paterson,  N.  J. ; Harriet  is  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Van  Tyle,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. ; and 
L.  J.,  our  subject,  who  is  the  twin  brother  of  Har- 
riet, completes  the  family. 

L.  J.  Middaugh  was  born  in  Shohola  township. 
Pike  county,  September  6,  1836,  and  upon  the  home 
farm  early  became  familiar  with  the  occupations 
of  lumbering  and  farming.  He  also  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  has  followed  to  some 
extent,  and  during  the  winter  months  has  devoted 
his  attention  to  lumbering  throughout  life.  At  his 
father's  death  he  came  into  possession  of  the  old 
homestead  where  he  now  resides,  and  is  successfully 
engaged  in  its  cultivation.  It  comprises  200  acres, 
seventy  of  which  are  devoted  to  agriculture.  He 
is  enterprising  and  progressive,  and  in  his  undertak- 
ings has  met  with  most  excellent  success.  Like 
his  father,  he  is  a stalwart  supporter  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  is  now  serving  as  school  director, 
which  office  he  has  most  capably  filled  some  thirty- 
five  years. 

Mr.  Middaugh  has  been  twice  married,  first  in 
Shohola  township,  to  Miss  Marv  Ellen  Warner, 
who  died  leaving  two  children:  Hattie  P.,  who 

was  born  November  20,  1861  ; and  Levi,  who  was 
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born  April  27,  1864,  and  died  October  15,  1876.  At 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Middaugh  wedded  Miss 
Elmira  Paugh,  who  was  born  January  10,  1849,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Osterhouse) 
Paugh,  both  natives  of  New  Jersey.  Four  children 
came  of  the  second  union:  Maggie,  born  February 
24,  1873,  is  now  the  wife  of  Marcus  Kroger,  of  Sho- 
hola  township;  Eva  Jane,  born  January  15,  1878, 
is  the  wife  of  Edward  Conklin,  of  the  same  town- 
ship; and  Levi  J.,  born  April  12,  1885,  and  Mamie, 
born  October  5,  1888,  are  both  at  home. 

HENRY  E.  BARNARD,  a well-known  citi- 
zen of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, is  an  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturist, 
and  his  farm  of  129  acres  shows  everywhere  the  re- 
sults of  his  capable  management. 

Mr.  Barnard  was  born  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship June  30,  1843,  ancb  belongs  to  an  old  pioneer 
family  of  Susquehanna  county,  as  his  paternal 
grandparents  came  from  New  York  State  and 
settled  upon  a farm  in  Harford  township.  Stephen 
T.  Barnard,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  at  Sang- 
erfield,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a child  when  his  parents 
came  to  this  section.  As  a young  man  he  engaged 
in  farming  in  Harford  township,  but  later  he  re- 
moved to  our  subject’s  present  homestead,  which  he 
afterward  traded  off  for  property  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, belonging  to  our  subject.  He  was  an  excellent 
citizen,  a Democrat  in  politics  and  a Universalist 
in  religious  faith.  He  died  in  1885  aged  sixty-five 
years,  and  was  buried  in  the  Universalist  cemetery 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  His  wid- 
ow, Mrs.  Alvira  Sweet  Barnard,  was  born  March 
13,  1819,  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, a daughter  of  Onia  and  Abigail  (Chandler) 
Sweet,  early  settlers  in  that  locality,  and  she  died 
August  16,  1899.  Of  the  children  of  Stephen  T. 
and  Alvira  S.  Barnard,  the  first,  Girdon,  died  in 
childhood.  (2)  George  is  a cabinet  maker  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.  (3)  Henry  E.,  our  subject, 
comes  next  in  order  of  birth.  (4)  Edgar  S.  died  in 
childhood.  (5)  Charles  M.  left  home  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  and  purchased  a farm  in  Great  Bend 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  now  re- 
sides ; like  his  father  he  is  a strong  Democrat,  and  is 
much  esteemed  as  a citizen.  He  was  married  at 
Susquehanna  to  Miss  Jennie  A.  Lewis,  and  has 
had  four  children,  Bertha  M.  (wife  of  William 
Benson,  of  Glen  Hazel,  Penn.),  Zelbert,  Lena  D., 
and  Ray.  (6)  Herbert  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
(7)  Adelia  and  (8)  Louisa  died  in  childhood. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  work  at  the  old 
homestead,  remaining  until  he  reached  his  majority. 
After  working  among  neighboring  farmers  for  one 
season  he  rented  a place  at  Lakeside  for  a year. 
The  following  year  he  spent  in  working  for  other 
farmers,  and  he  then  purchased  a fine  farm  in  Jack- 
son  township  which  he  traded  eight  years  later  for 
the  old  homestead.  Pie  is  interested  in  the  various 
questions  of  the  day,  and  although  he  still  affiliates  I 
with  the  Democratic  party  he  is  a strong  advocate  I 


of  temperance  reform  through  the  ballot,  his  vote 
having  been  cast  more  than  once  with  the  Prohibi- 
tionists. For  three  years  he  has  served  as  school 
director  in  New  Milford  township.  On  June  18, 
1864,  he  was  married  in  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  to  Miss  Ann  E.  Benson,  who  was 
born  in  Jackson  township  June  30,  1843,  a daughter 
of  James  and  Ann  (Durgee)  Benson,  natives  of 
New  York  State.  She  died  October  12,  1877,  and 
was  buried  in  Lakeview  cemetery,  Jackson  town- 
ship. On  July  28,  1878,  Mr.  Barnard  was  married 
at  Lakeview  to  Miss  Hattie  E.  Stoddard,  a native  ox 
New  Milford  township,  born  April  3,  1858.  Her 
parents,  Horace  and  Mary  (Harris)  Stoddard,  are 
residents  of  that  township,  and  an,  account  of  them 
is  given  elsewhere.  By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Bar- 
nard had  two  children:  (1)  Mary  E.  married  James 
Burdick,  a farmer  in  Jackson  township,  and  has 
two  children,  Gleason  and  Newel.  (2)  Nettie 
married  Edward  Hendrick,  a school  teacher  in 
Hallstead.  To  the  second  marriage  have  been  born 
seven  children,  the  two  eldest  dying  in  early  in- 
fancy ; Stephen,  Sanford,  Blanche,  Earl,  and 
Florence,  are  still  living.  Since  the  above  was 
written  Mr.  Barnard  sold  his  farm  in  Januarv, 
1900,  and  March  1 moved  into  the  village  of  New 
Milford. 

DAVID  A.  SHADDUCK  is  numbered  among 
the  representative  business  men  of  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  is  successfully  carrv- 
ing  on  operations  as  a general  farmer,  dairyman 
and  carpenter.  His  well-ordered  farm  is  pleasantly 
located  on  Wyalusing  creek,,  and  is  under  excellent 
cultivation,  being  one  of  the  most  desirable  places 
of  the  community.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed 
in  that  locality,  as  he  was  born  on  an  adjoining  farm 
April  6,  1861,  and  lived  there  until  removing  to  his 
present  place. 

Albert  F.  Shadduck,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Middleburg,  Schoharie  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  April  12,  1820,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Joanna 
(Burke)  Shadduck.  The  former  was  born  on  the 
Mohawk  river,  at  Fonda,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a son  of 
Thomas  Shadduck,  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  a farmer  of  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.  Joanna 
Burke  was  born  in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Leanora  (Thurston) 
Burke,  natives  of  Ireland  and  Massachusetts,  re- 
spectively, and  the  former  a member  of  the  navy 
in  the  Revolution.  Thomas  and  Joanna  (Burke) 
Shadduck  were  married  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
1848  removed  to  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  they  made  their  home  until  their 
death,  their  remains  being  interred  in  a private 
burying  ground  upon  their  farm.  She  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  their 
family  were  six  sons,  namely:  Benjamin,  a farmer 
of  Adams  county,  Wis. ; John,  deceased ; Albert  F., 
father  of  our  subject  ; Mathias,  a retired  farmer  of 
Schoharie  county,  N.  Y. ; George,  who  died  in 
Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county;  and  Joseph,, 
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a farmer  of  the  same  township.  On  leaving  the 
parental  roof  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  Albert  Fv 
Shadcluck  commenced  working  by  the  month  as  a 
farm  hand,  and  was  thus  employed  for  three  years. 
He  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  1840,  and  in  1843  lo- 
cated in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  first  worked  for  others  in  a sawmill. 
After  locating  upon  his  present  farm  he  operated 
a sawmill  on  his  own  account,  one  that  was  run  by 
water  power.  Enterprising,  energetic,  and  indus- 
trious, he  has  met  with  a well-deserved  success 
in  life,  and  has  also  gained  the  confidence  and  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
Politically  he  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican, 
and  as  one  of  the  popular  and  influential  citizens  of 
his  community,  he  has  been  honored  with  several 
local  offices,  serving  as  school  director  six  years, 
supervisor,  collector  and  member  of  the  election 
board.  At  Le  Raysville,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  in 
July,  1845,  Mr.  Shadduck  married  Miss  Susannah 
D.  Codding,  who  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N. 
Y.,  March  14,  1823,  a daughter  of  Rev.  David  and 
Susannah  (Wood)  Codding,  the  former  a native 
of  Taunton,  Mass.,  the  latter  of  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.  Her  father  was  a minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  was  also  a stone  mason. 
He  died  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  August  19, 
1874,  aged  eigthy-nine  years,  his  wife  in  the  same 
county,  February  7,  1865,  aged  seventy-two,  and 
both  were  laid  to  rest  in  a private  cemetery  at  Le 
Ravsv'ille.  Their  children  were  Mary  A.,  deceased 
wife  J.  K.  Bosworth ; Amy  P.,  deceased  wife  of 
Clinton  Kinney;  David  S.,  a physician,  now  de- 
ceased ; John  A.,  a notary  public  of  Towanda,  Penn., 
and  ex-sheriff  of  Bradford  county ; Martin  H.,  a 
farmer  of  Le  Raysville;  and  Susannah  D.,  mother 
of  our  subject.  To  Albert  F.  Shadduck  and  wife 
were  born  four  children,  namely:  Mary  E.  is  now 
the  wife  of  Miles  G.  Shoemaker,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township ; Jennie  A.  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  ; 
John  A.,  residing  with  his  father,  married  Patia 
Smith,  who  died  in  1887,  and  David  A.,  our  sub- 
ject, completes  the  family. 

David  A.  Shadduck  spent  his  boyhood  and 
vouth  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys, 
and  continued  to  assist  his  father  in  the  operation 
of  the  home  farm  until  1881,  when  he  removed  to 
the  place  where  he  now  lives.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  he  took  up  the  carpenter's  trade,  and 
the  first  work  he  did  along  that  line  was  to  erect 
a two-story  barn  upon  his  own  farm.  He  has  since 
followed  that  occupation  in  connection  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  has  met  with  marked  success 
in  his  undertakings.  Plis  political  support  is  always 
given  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
partv  and  he  has  most  acceptably  served  his  fellow 
citizens  in  the  capacity  of  constable,  judge  and  in- 
spector of  elections,  and  county  committeeman  for 
two  terms,  being  elected  to  the  last  named  position 
in  1898. 

On  July  3,  1880,  in  Stevensville,  Bradford 
county,  Mr.  Shadduck  was  united  in  marriage  with 


Miss  Emma  L.  Gates,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children : Lee  A.,  Bruce  D.  and  May  R. 
Mrs.  Shadduck  was  born  in  Maine,  Broome  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  February  25,  1861,  a daughter  of  Lee  C.  and 
Ruth  L.  (Loomis)  Gates,  natives  of  Schoharie  and 
Broome  counties,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  who  in  1867 
removed  to  Binghamton,  that  State.  The  father, 
who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a member  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  died  in  July,  1895,  aged 
sixty-five  years,  and  was  buried  at  Union,  X.  Y. 
His  children  were  Ernest  and  Irvin,  who  are  still 
living  on  the  old  homestead;  Emma,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Everett,  at  home;  Minnie,  wife  of  Lee 
Beaty,  a farmer  of  Union,  N.  Y. ; and  Lida,  wife 
of  Rush  Wescott,  a farmer  of  Broome  county,  N. 
Y.  Mrs.  Shadduck’s  paternal  grandparents,  Na- 
than  and  Ruth  (Porter)  Gates,  were  farming  people 
and  lifelong  residents  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y. 
The  maternal  grandparents,  Thomas  and  Lavina 
(Holenbeck)  Loomis,  were  also  agriculturists,  and 
made  their  home  in  Maine,  Broome  county. 

AMASA  WILCOX,  a prominent  and  well-to- 
do  farmer  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, deserves  to  be  classed  among  the  pioneers  of 
this  region  for  he  has  lived  here  all  his  active  life, 
and  has  taken  actual  part  in  the  transformation  of 
the  wilderness  which  once  covered  this  fertile  section 
into  a beautiful  farming  country. 

Amasa  Wilcox  was  born  October  2,  1823,  in 
Greenfield,  Luzerne  county,  which  is  now  included 
in  Lackawanna  county,  son  of  Isaac  and  Freelove 
(Madison)  Wilcox,  who  were  natives  of  New  York 
State.  They  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1836, 
locating  first  at  Luzerne,  in  Greenfield  township, 
and  in  1844  removing  to  Auburn,  where  Isaac  W il- 
cox and  his  son  Ephraim  took  up  137  acres  of  wild 
land.  He  made  a clearing  for  a log  house  and  com- 
menced to  improve  and  cultivate  his  land,  spending 
the  remainder  of  his  life  here.  For  many  years  he 
also  boated  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal.  Isaac 
Wilcox,  by  his  first  wife,  whom  he  married  in  New 
York  State,  had  three  children,  all  of  whom  are 
now  deceased,  namely : Lucinda  ( Mrs.  Christ  \ an 
Dusen)  ; Emily  (Mrs.  Loren  NTewton)  ; and  Katie, 
who  was  first  married  to  John  Palmatier  and  later 
to  James  Travis.  By  his  second  wife,  Freelove 
( Madison) , Isaac  Wilcox  had  children  as  follows: 
Ephraim  (deceased),  who  married,  and  reared  a 
family;  Calista,  widow  of  Oliver  Phillips,  of  Lyon 
county,  Ivans.;  Calvin  (deceased),  who  married  and 
had  a family;  Polly  (Mrs.  Giles  Rogers),  deceased; 
Amasa,  our  subject;  Martha  J.,  wife  of  Nelson  See- 
ly, a farmer  of  Neosho  Rapids,  Ivans.;  Martin  (de- 
ceased), who  left  a family  (he  was  thrown  from  a 
wagon  and  killed)  ; and  Matilda  ( Airs.  M esley 
Turner),  deceased.  The  father  of  this  family 
passed  away  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  the 
mother  on  February  21,  1866,  when  she  was  seven- 
ty-three years  old,  and  they  were  buried  in  Jersey 
Hill  cemetery ; she  was  a member  of  the  Christian 
Church. 
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Amasa  Wilcox  remained  with  his  parents  up 
to  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  receiving  such  educa- 
tion as  the  public  schools  in  vogue  during  his  boy- 
hood days  afforded,  and  a thorough  training  to  the 
duties  of  a pioneer  farmer.  For  four  years  he 
worked  for  different  farmers,  remaining  three  years, 
however,  with  one  man,  who  paid  him  $14  per  month 
for  his  services.  In  1847  he  purchased  his  present 
place  of  sixty-seven  acres,  the  portion  of  the  paternal 
farm  which  his  brother  Ephraim  took  up  and  cleared, 
and  here  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  has  made  a vast  improve- 
ment on  the  place,  which  had  but  one  building  when 
it  came  into  his  possession — an  old  log  cabin.  The 
substantial  barns  and  outbuildings  which  now  en- 
hance the  value  and  appearance  of  the  property 
were  erected  in  1863,  and  Amasa  Wilcox  has  made 
numerous  other  changes  on  his  land,  which  is  a fine 
farm  and  may  justly  be  a source  of  pride  to  its  in- 
dustrious and  careful  owner.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral agriculture  Amasa  Wilcox  operated  a threshing- 
machine  through  Pennsylvania  for  thirteen  years, 
giving  up  this  business  in  1861,  and  he  has  become 
prosperous  and  comfortably  situated  as  a result  of 
steady  and  well-applied  diligence  in  his  earlier  years. 
He  is  a prominent  citizen  of  the  community  in  which 
he  makes  his  home,  and  is  highly  esteemed  as  a rep- 
resentative self-made  man  and  a friend  and  neigh- 
bor, well  worthy  of  the  respect  which  is  everywhere 
accorded  him.  Politically  he  has  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

Amasa  Wilcox  was  married,  April  10,  1847,  in 
Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Diana  Millard,  a weaver 
by  trade,  and  they  have  had  eight  children,  viz. : 
Amia,  who  died  in  infancy Helen,  wife  of  John 
Stevens,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township ; Randolph, 
a farmer  of  Rush  township,  who  married  Ella  K, tin- 
kle ; George,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; Abel 
G.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Christopher, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years  ; Harmon  W.,  now 
managing  his  father’s  farm,  who  married  Etta  Kun- 
kle ; and  May  E.,  wife  of  Arthur  Hay,  a farmer  of 
Auburn  township. 

Mrs.  Diana  (Millard)  Wilcox  was  born  No- 
vember 12,  1827,  in  Unadilla,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of 
Ebenezer  and  Susanna  (Lyon)  Millard,  and  a grand- 
daughter of  Robert  and  Ruth  Millard,  farming  peo- 
ple, who  passed  their  lives  in  New  York  State. 
Her  maternal  grandparents,  David  and  Lucy 
(Whipple)  Lyon,  were  also  from  New  York  State, 
settling  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  an  early 
day.  Her  parents  resided  in  New  York  until  1832, 
when  they  settled  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  taking  up  a tract  of  sixty  acres  which  Mr. 
Millard  cleared  and  cultivated  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  died  there  September  10,  1847,  at 
the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  was  buried  in  Jersey  Hill 
cemetery;  his  wife  passed  away  January  18,  1869, 
when  seventy-three  years  old,  her  death  occurring 
at  Lacevville,  Penn.,  where  she  was  buried.  She 
was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  This  worthy 
couple  had  children  as  follows:  Samantha  (Mrs. 


Johnson  Mills),  deceased;  Diantha,  widow  of  Will- 
iam Baker,  living  in  Tunkhannock,  Penn. ; Susan 
L.  (Mrs.  John  Hunt),  deceased;  Heman,  a farmer 
of  Mauston,  Wis. ; Diana  (Mrs.  Wilcox);  David, 
a farmer  of  Auburn  township;  Philena,  widow  of 
Sylver  Lewis,  of  Mehoopany,  Penn. ; and  Harman, 
a farmer  of  Mauston,  Wis.,  who  served  for  three 
years  in  the  Civil  war. 

REV.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  SWIN- 
GLE. The  praises  of  an  agricultural  life  have  been 
sung  by  poets  from  the  remotest  times,  and  the 
sentiment  which  prompts  mankind  to  seek  a close 
harmony  with  nature  seems  to  be  universal ; how- 
ever, the  customs  and  acquired  aptitudes  of  our  mod- 
ern civilization  may  tend  to  obscure  it.  The  fer- 
tile fields  of  this  section,  in  their  romantic  setting 
of  wooded  mountain  and  sparkling  river,  might 
well  tempt  any  one  to  hope  that  there  could  be 
realized  the  picture  which  fancy  paints  of  the  joys 
of  a country  life.  Certain  it  is  that  we  find  in  our 
rural  communities  a high  order  of  citizenship,  as 
many  of  the  histories  in  this  volume  will  bear  wit- 
ness. The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well  known 
resident  of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
is  a representative  of  one  of  our  oldest  and  most 
highly  esteemed  families,  tracing  his  descent  from 
Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  a native  of  Switzerland,  who 
located  in  Wayne  county  in  1783.  The  descend- 
ants of  this  pioneer  are  now  numerous,  and  a more 
complete  account  of  the  family  appears  elsewhere. 

.Mr.  Swingle  was  born  September  4,  1837,  in 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  a son  of 
George  and  Lucy  Swingle,  and  grandson  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  (Enslin)  Swingle,  all  residents  of  the 
same  township.  The  late  George  Swingle,  our 
subject's  father,  was  born  March  t,  1808,  and  died 
in  June,  1893,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the 
burial  ground  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church 
in  South  Canaan  township.  His  wife,  born  in  1814, 
resided  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Sallie  J.  Cobb, in  the 
same  township,  until  her  death  in  April,  1898.  She 
was  a granddaughter  of  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  the 
line  of  descent  being  traced  through  Conrad  Swin- 
gle, a son  of  the  pioneer.  To  George  and  Lucy  Swin- 
gle the  following  children  were  born : Elmira,  de- 

ceased ; George  W.,  our  subject;  Sallie  J.,  wife  of 
LHal  Cobb,  a farmer  in  South  Canaan  township: 
Lida,  who  married  George  E.  Swingle,  a farmer  in 
the  same  vicinity ; Henry,  who  died  of  a fever  while 
serving  as  a soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war ; Phineas,  a farmer  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship ; Eleanor,  wife  of  Miron  Merathew,  owner  of 
a gristmill  at  Dunmore,  Pennsylvania. 

During  his  youth  our  subject  attended  the 
schools  of  his  native  township  while  assisting  in  the 
work  of  the  homestead,  through  which  he  acquired 
a thorough  knowledge  of  farm  management.  In 
1858  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Fairfax  coun- 
ty, Va.,  where  his  father  had  purchased  a large 
farm,  in  which  our  subject  was  to  have  had  an  in- 
terest. At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  our  sub- 
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ject  was  called  out  for  service  by  the  Southern  army, 
but  finding  an  opportunity  he  escaped  to  the 
North,  was  drafted  and  paid  $300  for  a substitute. 
His  father  remained  South  during  the  war,  and  was 
imprisoned  because  of  his  Northern  sympathies, 
losing  all  his  property.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  been 
very  successful.  On  settling  at  the  old  home  in  the 
North,  our  subject  engaged  in  carpentering,  an  oc 
cupation  for  which  he  had  a natural  inclination  ant. 
aptitude.  Later  he  rented  a farm  for  four  years, 
and  on  leaving  that  place  he  purchased  his  present 
homestead,  and  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  gen 
eral  farming,  with  the  exception  of  five  years  spent 
in  the  ministry,  during  which  time  he  rented  the 
property  to  a tenant.  On  his  farm  are  two  cedai 
trees  brought  from  the  battlefield  of  Bull  Run.  He 
went  South  and  made  an  effort  to  regain  his  prop- 
erty, but  all  in  vain.  His  family  has  been  active  in 
religious  work  since  the  days  of  his  great-grand- 
parents, and  probably  before,  and  at  an  early  age  our 
subject  felt  a desire  to  become  a minister,  and  was 
ordained  a local  preacher.  He  had  charge  of 
Churches  in  Wayne  county  and  various  points  out- 
side, including  the  Abington,  Penn.,  and  Liberty, 
N.  Y.,  Churches,  but  in  1894  he  retired  from  active 
service,  although  he  still  does  acceptable  work  as  a 
local  preacher.  In  politics  he  is  a Prohibitionist, 
and  while  he  has  at  times  held  minor  offices,  such  as 
that  of  roadmaster,  he  has  uniformly  kept  aloof 
from  political  strife.  Socially  he  and  his  family 
are  prominent,  and  every  movement  in  the  interest 
of  progress  receives  his  sympathy  and  hearty  en- 
dorsement. 

In  1857  Mr.  Swingle  was  married,  in  South 
Canaan  township,  for  his  first  wife,  to  Miss  Hannah 
J.  Shaffer,  daughter  of  Moses  Shaffer,  a well  known 
citizen.  She  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four 
years,  and  her  remains  rest  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
Protestant  Methodist  Church  in  South  Canaan 
township.  On  November  9,  1887,  Mr.  Swingle 
formed  a second  matrimonial  union,  this  time  with 
Mrs.  Julia  Osgood,  nee  Swingle,  whose  family  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below.  He  has  had  four 
children,  all  by  his  first  marriage.  ( 1 ) Eliza  mar- 
ried J.  Nelson  Swingle,  of  Dunmore,  Penn.,  and  has 
three  children,  Mabel,  Leroy  and  Grace.  (2)  Isa- 
bell  resides  at  Dunmore.  (3)  Arabell,  twin  of  Isa- 
bell,  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  (4)  Adelia  mar- 
ried J.  M.  Cobb,  a carpenter  at  Dunmore,  Penn., 
and  has  one  child,  Julia. 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  Swingle  was  born  January  14, 
1840,  in  South  Canaan  township,  daughter  of  David 
Swingle  and  granddaughter  of  Conrad  Swingle, 
who  was  also  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  in  the 
maternal  line.  David  Swingle  was  a native  of 
South  Canaan  township,  and  his  death  occurred  at 
Burlington,  Penn.,  in  November,  1885,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine;  his  wife,  Eliza  (Croop),  who  sur- 
vives him,  now  resides  at  Burlington,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-seven.  She  was  born  in 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Croop,  natives  of  Huntingdon  coun- 


ty, Penn.,  who  spent  their  last  years  in  Luzerne 
county,  this  State.  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Swingle  is  the 
eldest  in  a family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Ste- 
phen is  a farmer  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.;  Jean- 
nett  married  Eli  Booth,  and  resides  at  the  old  home- 
stead ; Augusta,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Bruce 
Whitehead,  a farmer  at  Burlington ; Lucinda  is  the 
wife  of  A.  M.  Estell,  of  Waymart;  Alton  resides 
near  Burlington,  and  operates  a farm  and  sawmill ; 
and  Hezekiah  D.  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Swingle  was 
married  (first)  to  the  late  Frank  Osgood,  who  was 
born  September  24,  1837,  son  of  Daniel  Osgood,  of 
Salem,  and  died  April  3,  1884.  For  many  years  he 
was  successfully  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
South  Canaan  Corners,  where  he  was  greatly  re- 
spected for  his  excellent  qualities  of  character.  One 
child  was  born  to  this  union,  Elma,  now  the  wife  of 
Weldon  Compton,  an  attorney  at  Tecumseh,  Ne- 
braska. 

SWINGLE  FAMILY.  Out  of  the  several 
generations  running  through  the  period  of  over  one 
hundred  and  ten  years,  during  which  the  Swingle 
family  have  resided  in  Wayne  county,  men  and 
women  have  come  upon  the  stage  of  action  who 
have  left  their  impress  upon  the  times  and  communi- 
ties in  which  they  have  lived.  God-fearing,  self-sac- 
rificing, law-abiding  men  and  women,  who  have 
played  their  part  in  reclaiming  the  wilderness  from 
the  Indian  possessors  and  bringing  out  of  it  the  fine 
farms  with  the  high  civilization  of  to-day. 

Prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  Hans  Ulrich 
Swingle  emigrated  from  Switzerland  and  settled  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1783  located  in  what 
afterward  became  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  Here  he  bought  400  acres  of  land  in 
the  midst  of  an  unbroken  wilderness,  where  he  at 
once  built  a log  house  and  began  the  work  of  a 
pioneer.  He  gave  a lot  to  the  Protestant  Church 
for  a cemetery,  and  he  and  many  others  of  the  fam- 
ily are  buried  therein.  His  wife,  who  was  Mary 
Shaffer,  bore  him  the  following  children  : 

(1)  Christina  married  Silas  Woodward. 

(2)  Elizabeth  (mentioned  elsewhere  as  Mo- 

rilla  and  Mirilla)  married  Henry  Curtis,  who  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  South  Canaan  township, 
locating  on  Mill  creek  about  1784.  He  was  a 
German  by  birth,  served  several  years  in  the  army 
of  his  native  country,  and  on  coming  to  America 
enlisted  in  the  Continental  army,  three  years  before 
the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Jeremiah,  or  “Hans,”  as  he  was  best 

known,  and  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  S. 
Reed. 

(3)  Jeremiah  was  twice  married,  having  by 
his  first  wife  one  son,  Henry,  and  by  bis  second 
wife,  Patience  (Bunting),  Abraham  and  Israel. 

(4)  John  was  married  three  times,  first  to 
Catherine  Moore,  by  whom  he  had ; Elizabeth, 
who  married  Jonathan  Nickerson;  John;  Eve,  who 
married  Justus  Cobb;  and  Conrad.  John  Swingle 
married  for  his  second  wife  Catherine  Shorter,  who 
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bore  him  : Andrew ; Polly,  married  to  Joseph  Lon- 

don ; Catherine,  married  to  Peter  Manes ; Christi- 
ana, married  to  John  Turner;  Susan,  married  to 
Samuel  McLean ; Sarah,  married  to  Stephen  Sharp- 
stine;  and  Joseph.  To  the  third  union,  with  Bar- 
bara Burleigh,  were  born  : Ephraim,  Benson,  Mar- 

garet (married  to  Alfred  Foote),  Caleb,  Joshua,  An- 
son, Westley,  and  Jane  (married  to  Jonas  Seeley). 

(5)  Frederick,  born  in  1781,  died  May  10, 

1861,  was  a hotel-keeper.  He  married  Susannah 
Enslin,  born  in  1780,  died  August  13,  1856,  and 
their  children  were:  Charles,  Elijah  B.,  Jacob, 

Moses,  Levi,  Benjamin,  Leonard,  Annie,  Polly 
(wife  of  Richard  Beers),  and  one  that  died  acci- 
dentally when  young. 

(6)  Jacob  married  Eve  Shaffer,  and  they  died 

July  23,  1870,  and  June  23,  1861,  respectively. 
Their  children  were:  Nancy  (married  Lyman 

Kennedy),  Julia  (married  Joseph  Bryant),  Har- 
mon, Emeline  (married  John  Bates),  Richard,  Abby 
(married  Herman  Arnold),  Austin,  Adaline  (mar- 
ried Joseph  Swingle),  and  Cynthia. 

(7)  Henry  Swingle  was  born  in  Orange  coun- 

ty, N.  Y.,  came  with  his  father  to  Can  ran  town- 
ship, where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  on  November 
12,  1806,  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Enslin.  He  pur- 
chased fifty-three  acres  of  unimproved  land,  on 
which  he  built  a house,  in  which  he  resided  nearly 
half  a century.  His  own  education  was  received 
in  German,  but  his  children  were  sent  to  English 
schools  of  that  day.  He  died  September  13,  1851, 
and  his  wife  January  14,  1850.  Their  children 
were : George,  Clarissa,  Simon,  and  Sally  Ann. 

(8)  Mary  married  Moses  Shaffer,  and  died 
July  20,  1839. 

(9)  Conrad  Swingle  was  born  in  1769,  in  the 

State  of  New  York,  and  came  to  what  is  now  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  with  his  par- 
ents in  1783.  He  married  Miss  Lucy  Bunton,  who 
was  born  in  1774,  and  their  children  were:  John, 

born  December  14,  1794,  died  March  9,  1879,  mar- 
ried (first)  Sarah  Cobb,  and  (second)  Polly  Quick; 
Mary,  born  September  13,  1796,  married  John  Cobb, 
and  died  December  13,  1874;  Daniel,  born  June  12, 
1798,  married  Eunice  Buckingham,  and  died  De- 
cember 21,  1878;  Joseph  is  mentioned  below;  Sam- 
uel, born  March  13,  1802,  married  Catherine  Cobb; 
Moses  is  mentioned  below:  Sarah,  born  June  10, 
1806,  married  George  Enslin,  and  died  in  April, 
1897:  Isaac  is  mentioned  below;  Michael,  born 
April  26,  1811,  married  Margaret  Croop ; Jonathan, 
born  February  1,  1S13,  married  Phoebe  Coss ; 
David  (now  deceased),  born  February  1,  1813, 

married  Eliza  Croop;  Lucy,  bom  July  26,  1815, 
married  George  Swingle ; and  Elizabeth,  born  De- 
cember 20,  1817,  married  Simon  Swingle  (now  de- 
ceased), and  resides  at  Simon,  in  South  Canaan 
township.  Of  these  thirteen  children,  all  lived  to 
see  the  youngest  fifty-six  years  of  age.  The  father 
died  April  24,  1849,  and  the  mother  in  1850,  es- 
teemed citizens  and  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them. 


( 10)  Kate  married  George  Enslin. 

Hans  Ulrich  Swingle  died  March  28,  1809. 
His  widow  passed  away  in  March,  1816.  Both  for 
many  years  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
The  site  of  the  original  homestead  of  this  pioneer 
couple  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Eugene  Swingle, 
their  great-great-grandson. 

Passing  to  the  next  generation,  a brief  men- 
tion is  made  of  some  of  the  grandchildren  of  Hans 
Ulrich  Swingle,  who  make  or  have  made  their 
homes  in  South  Canaan  township,  where  the  an- 
cestor figured. 

John  Swingle  (2),  son  of  John  Swingle,  was 
born  at  South  Canaan  Corners,  where  he  passed  his 
life  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a man  of  excel- 
lent character,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  was  greatly  esteemed  by  his  associates.  He 
married  Sarah  Wagner,  who  lived  to  be  eighty 
years  of  age,  dying  in  1892 ; he  died  in  1843.  They 
reared  a large  family  of  children,  among  whom  is 
Andrew  Swingle,  a substantial  farmer  and  re- 
spected citizen  of  South  Canaan  township. 

Joseph  Swingle  was  born  April  16,  1800,  in 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  and  died  in 
1886.  He  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  township.  He 
was  married  three  times,  (first)  to  Hannah  Quick, 
(second)  to  Orrilla  Parish,  a native  of  Connecticut, 
and  (third)  to  Elizabeth  Clmmard.  There  were 
three  children  born  to  the  first  marriage,  one  of 
whom,  Prof.  Ira  W.  Swingle,  a military  veteran 
and  educator,  has  been  long  and  favorably  known 
in  his  locality. 

Moses  Swingle  was  born  April  2,  1804,  in 
what  is  now  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  he  was  occupied  in  farming.  He  was  a 
man  of  intelligence,  in  earlier  life  engaged  in  school 
teaching,  and  held  various  local  offices,  being  an 
active  worker  in  the  Democratic  party  until  the 
nomination  of  John  C.  Fremont  for  the  Presidency 
by  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  then  became 
a stanch  supporter.  He  lived  to  be  eighty  years  of 
age.  He  married  Elizabeth  Cobb,  and  one  of  their 
children,  Scpiire  Paul  Swingle,  is  a leading  citizen 
of  South  Canaan  township. 

Isaac  Swingle  was  born  October  17,  1807.  in 
South  Canaan  township,  where  he  lived  a long  and 
useful  life,  which  closed  in  1892.  On  February  3, 
1833,  he  married  Miss  Polly  Croop,  a native  of 
Luzerne  county,  born  December  11,  1816,  and  died 
in  1892.  Three  children  were  born  to  the  union, 
namely : Conrad,  Enoch  and  Seth.  Enoch  is  an 

enterprising  and  thrifty  farmer  of  South  Canaan 
township. 

Andrew  Swingle  was  born  in  South  Canaan 
township.  He  married  Sarah  Enslin,  and  their 
union  was  blessed  with  three  children : Thomas, 

who  died  in  California  in  1894;  Miles,  who  lived  in 
South  Canaan  township,  engaged  in  farming,  and 
died  there  in  1865 ; and  one,  whose  name  is  not 
given,  deceased  in  infancy.  Of  these,  Miles  mar- 
ried Sarah  Burleigh,  and  one  of  their  children.  An- 
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drew  Thomas  Swingle,  is  a successful  farmer  of 
South  Canaan  township. 

Jacob  Swingle,  a native  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, married  Susan  Shaffer,  a daughter  of  Moses 
and  Mary  (Swingle)  Shaffer,  of  the  same  township, 
and  they  had  five  children,  of  whom  Chauncey 
Swingle  is  another  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  the 
Swingle  family  residing  in  South  Cmaan  township. 

Chauncey  Swingle  was  born  July  15,  1827, 
and  in  1846  married  Elizabeth  Sloat.  Among  their 
children  is  Edward  B.  Swingle,  who,  too,  is  a 
farmer.  Chauncey  Swingle  is  an  esteemed  citizen 
and  an  influential  man  in  his  community. 

George  Swingle  was  born  March  1,  1808,  and 
died  in  1893.  He  was  a farmer,  and  followed  the 
teachings  of  his  ancestors,  making  a good  citizen. 
He  married  Lucy  Swingle,  and  one  of  their  chil- 
dren, Rev.  George  Washington  Swingle,  is  still  a 
resident  of  South  Canaan  township. 

THOMAS  FRANCIS  MANGAN  is  one  of 
the  active,  enterprising  and  progressive  business 
men  of  Hawley,  where  he  is  now  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising.  He  was  born 
November  8,  1864,  in  the  house  where  he  still  con- 
tinues to  make  his  home,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Ellen  (Flannery)  Mangan,  who  were  natives 
of  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  but  became  acquainted 
and  were  married  in  Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Richard  Mangan,  was 
born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  County  Mayo,  where  his  last  days  were 
passed. 

In  1847  the  father  of  our  subject  came  to  the 
United  States  and  took  up  his  residence  upon  the 
present  site  of  Hawley,  where  he  was  employed  the 
first  two  years  by  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal 
Co.  The.  following  eight  years  he  was  connected 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  and  then  embarked 
in  business  on  his  own  account  as  a general  mer- 
chant. He  never  cared  to  become  wealthy,  being 
content  with  a competence  which  enabled  him  to 
obtain  the  comforts  of  life.  I11  1859  he  took  charge 
of  the  store  established  by  his  brother,  Patrick  Man- 
gan, four  years  previous,  and  there  carried  on  busi- 
ness up  to  his  death.  He  died  March  21,  1885, 
when  he  was  sixty-two  years  of  age.  his  remains 
being  interred  at  Hawley.  He  was  charitable  and 
benevolent,  and  always  had  a cheerful  word  and 
pleasant  smile  for  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
He  was  public-spirited  and  enterprising,  and,  being 
one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of 
Hawley,  he  was  often  called  upon  to  serve  in  official 
positions,  being  a member  of  the  first  council,  treas- 
urer of  his  district  many  years,  and  school  director 
for  the  long  period  of  twenty-one  years. 

Four  of  the  six  children  born  to  Thomas  and 
Ellen  Mangan  died  within  a year ; Edward  at  the 
age  of  nine,  Margaret  at  the  age  of  seven.  Patrick 
at  the  age  of  three,  and  Mary  Ann  at  the  age  of 
about  eighteen  months.  The  only  two  now  living 
are  Thomas  F.  and  Helen,  who  both  live  with  their 


mother  in  Hawley.  She  is  now  seventy  years  of 
age,  and  is  beloved  rnd  respected  by  all  who  know 
her. 

Mr.  Mangan,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
mained at  home  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  and 
then  entered  the  Georgetown  University  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  to  receive  a good  classical  education. 
He  attended  that  institution  for  three  years ; but  be- 
fore his  graduation  his  father  died  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  return  home  and  take  charge  of  the  estate. 
Though  he  always  stood  well  in  his  classes,  yet  ne 
aid  not  return  to  Georgetown  to  complete  the 
course.  He  is  a devout  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  in  politics  is  an  ardent  Demo- 
crat, taking  quite  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs.  He  has  always  refused  to  become  a can- 
didate for  county  offices,  but  served  for  one  term 
as  president  of  the  town  council  of  Hawley,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  was  elected  school  di- 
rector, acceptably  filling  that  position  for  eleven 
years. 

ANDREW  G.  TRx\CY,  one  of  the  most  re- 
liable and  progressive  business  men  of  Dyberry, 
Wayne  county,  is  a native  of  that  county  and  be- 
longs to  a family  that  was  founded  there  early  in 
the  present  century.  His  grandfather,  Jeremiah 
Tracy,  was  born  in  Lisbon,  Conn.,  April  11,  1761, 
and  was  married  May  19,  1785,  to  Miss  Martha 
Lasette.  In  1813,  with  their  family,  they  came  to 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  locating  first  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  and  later  removing  to  Dyberry  township, 
where  they  spent  their  remaining  years. 

Calvin  Tracy  (the  father  of  our  subject)  was 
born  November  5,  1803,  in  Connecticut,  and  was 
fifth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  twelve 
children.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  Wayne  county, 
where  he  was  reared.  On  attaining  to  man's  estate 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline, 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Clara  (Bates)  White,  and 
to  them  were  born  five  children : Andrew  G.,  the 

subject  of  this  sketch;  Catherine  J.,  who  married 
Henry  Gleason,  and  died  August  26,  1896;  Eliza, 
wife  of  George  N.  Bonem,  of  White’s  Valley, 
Wayne  county ; Helen,  wife  of  Thomas  A.  Bell,  of 
Preston,  Wayne  county;  and  Henry,  who  lives  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Andrew  G.  Tracy  was  born  February  18,  1832, 
in  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  remained  until  he  had 
attained  his  sixteenth  year.  Wishing  to  see  more 
of  the  world,  he  then  traveled  quite  extensively 
over  the  West,  going  as  far  as  Wisconsin.  On 
his  return  to  his  native  township  he  bought  a farm 
on  which  he  lived  for  eleven  years,  and  in  connect- 
ion with  its  operation  he  also  worked  at  the  mason’s 
trade,  which  he  had  learned  during  his  youth.  On 
selling  that  place  he  removed  to  Oregon  township, 
and  on  disposing  of  his  place  there  in  1885,  he  came 
to  Dyberry,  where  he  has  since  successfully  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a general  merchant,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  still  works  at  the  mason’s  trade  and 
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at  farming.  1 1 is  success  has  come  to  him  through 
energy,  labor  and  perseverance,  guided  by  sound 
judgment  and  honorable  business  principles. 

On  October  4,  1855,  Mr.  Tracy  was  married, 
by  Rev.  Henry  Curtis,  a Baptist  minister,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Jane  Turner.  Her  parents,  Jacobus  and 
Susan  (Church wall)  Turner,  were  natives  of  Roch- 
ester township,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  until  coming  to  Leba- 
non township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  when  Mrs.  Tracy 
was  seven  years  old.  Their  children  were : John 

(now  deceased);  Sarah  Jane;  Hannah  L.,  wife  of 
George  E.  Miller,  of  Mt.  Pleasant ; Ruth  A.,  wife 
of  PI.  C.  Gaylord,  of  Aldenville,  Wayne  county; 
and  Benjamin  C.  (deceased).  The  father,  who 
was  born  in  1800,  died  November  27,  1869;  the 
mother  had  passed  away  some  years  before. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tracy  were  born  three  chil- 
dren : Eugene,  born  June  18,  1856,  resides  in  Ore- 
gon township,  Wayne  county;  Ida  M.,  born  August 
16,  1858,  is  with  her  parents  ; and  Carrie  S.,  born 
September  17,  1863,  died  June  3,  1889.  Mr.  Tracy 
is  a careful  business  man  of  known  reliability,  who 
has  made  the  best  use  of  his  opportunities,  and  has 
secured  a comfortable  competence.  Originally  he 
was  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  of  late  years  has 
given  his  support  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Phohibition  party,  as  he  is  a strong  temperance 
man.  He  has  many  warm  friends  throughout  the 
county,  and  commands  the  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact. 

THEODORE  SCHOCH,  founder  of  the 
Stroudsburg  Jeffersonian,  was  without  doubt  en- 
titled to  the  distinction  of  having  seen  the  longest 
continuous  service  of  any  editor  in  the  United 
States.  On  July  14,  1840,  he  founded  his  paper, 
as  a five-column  quarto,  and  except  for  the  addition 
of  a column  a few  years  ago  it  has  changed  but 
little  in  appearance.  Its  mission  has  been  con- 
spicuously announced  through  all  those  years  in 
bold  German  text  at  the  head  of  the  first  page,  and 
now  as  at  first  the  paper  continues  to  be  “Devoted 
to  Politics,  Literature,  Agriculture,  Science,  Moral- 
ity and  General  Intelligence.”  Mr.  Schoch  at  his 
death  was  “eightv-five  years  young”,  hale,  hearty 
and  jolly,  for  time  brought  him  wisdom  without 
leaving  many  traces  of  its  flight.  His  memory 
covered  an  interesting  period  in  the  world’s  history, 
and  from  the  time  he  entered  upon  editorial  work 
he  chronicled  the  events  of  a progressive  era,  and 
helped  to  mold  popular  opinion  upon  the  most  im- 
portant issues  ever  brought  before  a people.  In  a 
retrospect  recently  published  he  remarked  that  slav- 
ery was  a burning  question  when  he  entered  the 
field  as  a champion  of  freedom,  and  referred  to  the 
coming  of  steel  railways,  the  telegraph,  telephone, 
electric  motor,  and  a thousand  and  one  other  prac- 
tical applications  of  the  arts  and  sciences.  He  spoke 
of  the  finding  of  petroleum,  the  discovery  of  gold 
and  silver  in  the  West,  and  then  quaintly  observed: 
“In  the  nature  of  things,  in  a brief  period  we  will 


have  passed  off  the  stage  of  action,  and  have  joined 
the  vast  majority  that  have  gone  before,  when  we 
hope  to  see  greater  improvements  and  more  won- 
derful discoveries  than  we  have  heard  of  here.  We 
do  not  presume  to  say  that  we  have  always  struck  the 
happy  medium  in  the  discharge  of  our  journalistic 
or  social  duties.  We  ask  simply  the  charity  due 
from  erring  creatures  to  each  other.  In  the  mean- 
time we  will  gird  our  loins  and  endeavor  to  serve 
out  our  full  term  with  becoming  charity  and  good- 
will to  all." 

Mr.  Schoch  was  born  October  30,  1814,  at 
Mooresburg,  Plainfield  township,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn.,  and  as  he  was  reared  to  farm  work  his  early 
ambitions  turned  toward  agriculture.  His  own  ac- 
count of  that  period  is  so  graphic  that  we  quote 
from  a conversation  with  a reporter  for  the  New 
York  Daily  Sun,  who  recently  interviewed  him: 

“1  sometimes  think  it  was  seeing  stars  that  shied 
me  into  an  editorial  career.  I started  out  to  be  a 
farmer.  This  was  up  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in  1819, 
when  I was  five  years  old.  I lived  with  George  W. 
Nyce  on  the  Milford  road.  One  day  word  came 
that  a relative  of  Nyce’s  wife  was  dead  at  Shawnee. 
Shawnee  is  just  above  the  Delaware  Water  Gap. 
The  funeral  was  to  be  held  the  next  day.  To  get 
there  in  time  the  Nyces  had  to  start  very  early  the 
next  morning.  I got  up  at  one  o'clock  to  go  to 
the  field  after  the  horses.  This  was  the  morning  of 
the  6th  of  November,  1819,  and  I saw  a sight!  stars 
were  falling, as  I thought  then, as  everybody  thought. 
The  air  was  thick  with  shooting  stars,  the  weirdest 
light  that  ever  shown  fitfully  on  the  earth,  now 
brighter,  now  fainter,  as  the  shooting  stars  les- 
sened or  increased  in  numbers.  The  celestial  py- 
rotechnics filled  me  with  awe,  as  you  may  well  im- 
agine. I can’t  express  what  my  feelings  were.  But 
I had  to  get  the  horses.  I went  out  into  the  lot. 
It  lay  between  the  road  and  the  Delaware  river. 
There  was  plenty  of  light,  but  the  horses  were  no- 
where to  be  seen.  I searched  every  nook  and  cor- 
ner by  the  light  of  the  falling  stars.  I had  a vague 
idea  that  the  last  day  had  come,  and  that  probably 
the  horses  had  anticipated  it  and  fled  to  Jersey. 
But,  last  day  or  no  last  day,  those  horses  had  to  be 
found ; for  if  it  was  the  last  day,  by  delivering  those 
horses  at  the  barn  my  duty  would  have  to  be  done 
to  the  very  end  of  time ; if  it  wasn’t  the  last  day, 
that  relative  of  Nyce’s  wife  had  to  be  buried,  and  the 
Nyce  folks  could  not  get  to  the  funeral  without 
those  horses.  So  I hunted  on  for  the  missing  ani- 
mals. The  stars  continued  shooting,  leaving  bril- 
liant trails  of  fire.  They  shot  horizontally,  diag- 
onally, perpendicularly  and  zig-zag.  1 wondered 
why  none  of  them  fell  into  the  river  or  the  road. 
No  sound  accompanied  the  startling  display.  In 
fact,  it  seemed  to  deepen  the  awesome  midnight 
silence.  At  last,  down  near  the  river,  huddled  be- 
neath an  overhanging  bank  surrounded  by  thick 
trees — the  only  dark  place  to  be  found — I came  upon 
the  horses.  Their  terror  was  pitiful.  I soothed 
them,  and  by  and  by  succeeded  in  getting  them 
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to  come  with  me.  But  a hard  time  I had  to  lead 
them  across  the  field  and  out  of  it  to  the  barn. 
They  gradually  became  used  to  the  unwonted  dis- 
turbance on  the  way.  1 found  the  family  m a state 
of  trepidation  when  I went  in.  No  one  declared 
that  he  believed  the  end  had  come,  but  every  one 
looked  it.  However,  Mr.  Nyce  and  his  wife  drove 
to  Shawnee,  notwithstandng  the  most  startling  fiery 
phenomenon  that  ever  showed  any  one  the  way,  1 
guess,  since  the  pillar  of  fire  warned  the  children  of 
Israel  that  they  had  better  keep  in  the  middle  of  the 
road,  for  those  stars  kept  on  shooting  until  daylight 
and  perhaps  longer,  being  invisible  after  dawn. 
This  was  the  famous  and  historic  flight  of  meteors 
of  November,  1819,  that  you  read  about  nowadays. 
George  W.  Nyce  was  a good  man,  but  he  got  it 
into  his  head,  as  did  many  other  dwellers  in  that 
part  of  Pike  county,  that  the  shower  of  stars  meant 
that  he  wasn't  quite  good  enough.  He  concluded 
the  best  way  to  show  that  he  understood  the  warn- 
ing was  to  build  a church.  So  he  went  to  work, 
and  others  joined  in,  and  before  the  year  was  gone 
they  had  erected  the  Dutch  Reformed  church  at 
Bushkill  and  hired  a preacher — good  Dominie 
Pitts.  The  church  is  standing  there  yet,  a pious 
creation  of  the  shooting  stars  of  ’19.  Well,  that 
exeraordinary  display  made  an  impression  on  me, 
too.  I don't  say  that  it  set  me  to  thinking  that  folks 
in  this  bailiwick  needed  more  light,  but  it  seems 
to  me  now  that  maybe  it  did.  Anyhow,  the  year 
after  I left  Farmer  Nyce,  went  to  Easton — I was 
born  near  Easton — and  became  an  apprentice  in 
Josiah  P.  Hetrick’s  Whig  and  Journal  office.  By 
the  time  1840  came  round"  I guess  I must  have 
thought  that  1 was  ready  to  turn  on  that  light,  for  I 
had  the  nerve  to  come  here  and  edit  the  Jeffersonian, 
and  I have  been  here  ever  since.” 

The  Jeffersonian  was  started  as  a Whig  organ, 
in  a county  (Monroe)  where  there  were  five  Demo- 
crats to  one  Whig,  and  in  a congressional  district 
where  the  Democrats  outvoted  the  Whigs  almost 
ten  to  one.  This  was  the  famous  Tenth  Legion 
of  Pennsylvania.  With  the  exception  of  one  at 
Easton,  Northampton  county,  there  was  not  a 
Whig  newspaper  in  the  district,  which  included 
all  the  country  from  Bucks  county  on  the  south 
to  Susquehanna  county  on  the  north,  and  was  made 
up  of  the  present  counties  of  Northampton,  Carbon, 
Monroe,  Pike  and  Wayne.  Stroudsburg  had  a pop- 
ulation of  345.  Rail  fences  bordered  the  main  street 
of  the  village.  There  were  no  mail  routes  in  the 
county  except  one  up  the  Delaware  valley  from 
Easton.  The  rock-ribbed  old  Jacksonian  Democ- 
racy of  the  county  looked  upon  a Whig  as  one  mis- 
guided and  inimical  to  the  country’s  good.  Soon 
after  Editor  Schoch  began  publishing  the  Jefferson- 
ian, a leading  Democrat  of  an  adjoining  township 
made  his  acquaintance,  liked  him,  and  actually  sub- 
scribed for  his  paper.  This  Democrat  had  long 
been  justice  of  the  peace  for  his  township.  One 
day  a constituent  of  his  was  in  his  office  and  picked 
up  a newspaper  that  lay  on  the  table.  Looking  at 


it,  he  dropped  it  as  if  it  had  been  a coal  of  fire.  It 
was  the  Jeffersonian.  "Shades  of  Jackson,  Squire,” 
he  exclaimed,  "Do  you  take  that  paper?" 

The  Squire  had  to  admit  the  fact,  and  it  would 
have  beaten  him  for  justice  of  the  peace  at  the  next 
election  if  he  hadn’t  been  shrewd  enough  to  show 
cause  for  taking  the  Whig  organ.  “To  be  sure  I 
take  Schoch's  paper,”  he  exclaimed.  "If  I didn't 
take  it  I wouldn’t  know  how  he  argues  for  the 
Whigs.  Now  1 know,  and  I can  combat  him.  By 
combating  him  1 can  show  him  the  error  of  his 
ways.  When  he  sees  the  error  of  his  ways  he'll 
stop  printing  a Whig  paper.  That’s  why  I take  the 
Jeffersonian.”  The  Squire  saved  himself  by  this  ex- 
planation, but  somehow  he  did  not  succeed  in  show- 
ing Editor  Schoch  the  error  of  his  ways.  The  au- 
dacious Whig  newspaper  kept  right  on  in  that  Dem- 
ocratic stronghold.  The  second  Harrison  campaign 
occurred  in  1840.  The  largest  Whig  vote  ever  cast 
in  Monroe  county  was  given  for  Harrison.  It  was 
343,  which  was  the  number  of  subscribers  on  the 
Jeffersonian's  books,  and  the  majority  Harrison 
had  in  Pennsylvania.  “So  we  saved  the  State  for 
Harrison,  sure  enough,”  said  veteran  Editor  Schoch. 
When  the  Whig  party  ceased  to  exist  the  paper 
became  a radical  and  uncompromising  advocate  tof 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party  in  a hotbed 
of  State  Rights  Democracy.  Editor  Schoch  lived 
to  see  himself  on  the  Bench  as  associate  judge  of 
Monroe  county,  where  8,000  Democratic  majority 
has  been  no  uncommon  thing.  He  lived  to  see  and 
help  bring  about  a result  in  the  political  affairs  of 
this  same  old-time  Democratic  stronghold  which 
must  have  made  the  bones  of  the  dead  and  gone 
war-horses  of  the  county’s  Democracy  turn  and  rat- 
tle in  their  graves — a Republican  majority  in  the 
board  of  county  commissioners.  Even  more  sur- 
prising, he  lived  to  see  the  old-time  Tenth  Legion 
congressional  district,  historic  for  its  steadfast  10,- 
000  Democratic  majority,  return  a Republican  as 
its  representative — the  incumbent.  "If  I should  live 
to  be  a hundred,”  said  Editor  Schoch,  “I  couldn’t 
have  more  glory  to  think  of  than  this." 

Editor  Schoch  started  out  with  an  old-fashioned 
Ramage  press.  In  1847  the  editor  of  the  Belvidere 
Apollo,  at  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  wanted  a bigger  press 
than  the  one  his  paper  was  printed  on — Peter  Smith 
hand  press,  No.  176.  Editor  Schoch  went  down  to 
Belvidere,  purchased  the  press,  and  carried  it  to 
Stroudsburg  over  the  mountains.  He  set  it  up 
in  his  office  and  it  has  been  there  ever  since,  and 
until  his  death  there  were  few  editions  of  the  paper 
of  which  Editor  Schoch  himself  did  not  pull  off  at 
least  a portion  on  that  press.  He  was  undoubtedly 
the  last  to  use  a Ramage  press  in  printing  a news- 
paper. One  might  scour  the  country  from  ocean 
to  ocean  to-day  and  not  find  another  Smith  press  in 
use.  There  have  been  scores  of  improvements  made 
in  hand  presses  since  the  Smith  came  into  vogue, 
but  Editor  Schoch  scorned  them  all.  "The  old 
Smith  has  stood  by  me,”  said  the  veteran  but  a few 
months  ago,  patting  fondly  the  lever  of  the  press 
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that  he  has  pulled  so  many  thousands  of  times, 
"and  i'll  stand  by  it  to  the  last.”  There  is  metal  type 
in  the  Jeffersonian  office  that  has  been  there  since  the 
paper  was  started,  and  it  is  doing  service  to-day  as 
it  did  nearly  threescore  years  ago.  Editor  Schoch 
never  used  a patent  outside  or  any  plate  matter  in 
getting  out  his  paper,  which  never  missed  an  issue. 
There  are  few  country  papers  in  the  land  that  can 
make  that  boast.  The  veteran  editor  set  type  on 
every  issue  of  his  paper.  "But  my  eyes  don  t seem 
to  be  quite  as  good  as  they  used  to  be,”  he  said  a 
short  time  ago,  -‘‘and  I’m  thinking  that  maybe  its 
about  time  to  give  them  a litle  rest.". 

The  subscribers  to  the  Jeffersonian  in  the  out- 
lying townships  for  years  had  to  get  their  papers 
by  the  hand  of  neighbors  who  made  occasional 
trips  to  Stroudsburg,  or  by  having  them  left  at 
the  nearest  mill  or  backwoods  store  or  tavern. 
Those  who  lived  along  or  near  the  road  up  the 
valley  were  more  fortunate,  for  the  stage  drivers — 
who  must  have  been  Whigs — carried  their  papers 
and  left  them  in  fence  corners,  hollow  stumps,  and 
other  receptacles  at  convenient  points  agreed  upon. 
One  of  the  first  to  subscribe  and  pay  for  the  paper 
was  Miss  Eliza  A.  Dusenberry,  and  a short  time  ago 
Miss  Dusenberry,  now  of  Newton,  N.  J.,  paid  her 
fifty-seventh  successive  annual  subscription  to  the 
Jeffersonian.  To  have  been  so  long  on  the  subscrip- 
tion list  of  one  newspaper  is  in  itself  a somewhat 
extraordinary  experience.  To  have  paid  the  first 
subscription  and  every  one  of  the  succeeding  fifty- 
nine  subscriptions  to  the  same  person  as  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  paper  is  one  still  more  unusual. 
Speaking  of  this,  Mr.  Schoch  said,  “Yes,  sir,  Miss 
Dusenberry  has  been  taking  the  Jeffersonian  from 
its  first  number,  and  here  she  is,  eighty-five  years  old, 
and  well,  hearty  and  happy.  I could  count  you  off 
a hundred  or  more  people  in  this  county  who  never 
took  the  Jeffersonian.  And  where  are  they  ? Dead, 
every  one  of  ’em.” 

Mr.  Schoch  was  married  May  24,  1842,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Burke,  born  May  1,  1822.  She  died 
November  1,  1849,  and  in  1850  he  married  Miss 
Jane  Hammon.  The  latter’s  death  occurred  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1851,  and  in  January,  1855,  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Pelton,  born  January  1,  1837.  He 
has  had  eleven  children,  three  by  the  first  marriage, 
one  by  the  second,  and  seven  by  the  third.  (1) 
Edward,  born  March  24,  1843,  married  Miss  Mary 
Snovel,  and  they  have  had  five  children,  William, 
Blanche,  Maud,  Flossie,  and  Edgar.  (2)  Susan, 
born  August  9,  1844,  married  (first)  John  Snovel,  by 
whom  she  had  one  child,  Sallie,  and  (second)  Thom- 
as H.  McConnell,  by  whom  she  also  has  one  child, 
George.  (3)  Charles  B.,  born  August  30,  1846,  mar- 
ried Miss  Tillie  Flight,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Theodore  and  Maggie.  (4)  James,  the  only  child 
of  the  second  marriage,  was  born  February  14, 
1851,  and  married  Miss  Blandena  Walter,  by  whom 
he  has  one  child,  Aida.  (5)  Jessie,  born  October  7, 
1855,  married  Joseph  Reuss,  and  has  one  son,  Theo- 
dore J.  (6)  William,  the  eldest  son  of  the  third 


union,  was  born  March  5,  1857,  and  he  and  his 
wife,  Ellen  Rinehart,  have  had  three  children,  Lay- 
ton  M.,  Chauncey  E.,  and  Harry.  (7)  Mary,  born 
November  3,  1858,  married  William  H.  Harms, 
and  has  four  children,  Harry,  Helen,  Lewis,  and 
Roy  S.  (8)  Miss  Helen  P.  was  born  February  18, 
i860.  (9)  Eugene,  born  July  10,  1862,  died  a few 
weeks  afterward.  (10)  Theodore,  Jr.,  was  born  No- 
vember 3,  1864.  (11)  Nettie,  born  May  30,  1870, 

married  James  McConnell,  and  has  one  son, 
Thomas. 

The  veteran  editor  himself  passed  away  January 
21,  1900,  leaving  “a  world  made  better  by  his  life.” 
During  his  residence  in  Stroudsburg  he  served 
thrice  as  chief  burgess,  thrice  as  a town  councilman, 
thrice  as  a school  director,  one  term  each  as  overseer 
of  the  poor,  assessor,  tax  collector,  and  auditor, 
and  a few  months  as  constable.  He  also  served 
the  public  of  t he  town  as  postmaster  under 
Presidents  Lincoln  and  Grant.  As  may  be  judged, 
he  was  one  of  the  town’s  most  progressive  citi- 
zens— always  agitating  improvements  of  every 
nature  and  design.  Mr.  Schoch  was  possessed  of 
many  excellent  qualities,  and  was  universally  es- 
teemed by  all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance. 

WARREN  K.  RIDGWAY,  as  a wide-awake, 
energetic  and  progressive  business  man,  has  done 
much  to  promote  the  commercial  activity,  advance 
the  general  welfare  and  secure  the  material  ad- 
vancement of  Pike  county.  He  has  been  interested 
in  several  enterprises,  but  at  present  gives  the 
greater  part  of  his  attention  to  the  blue-stone  busi- 
ness in  Westfall  township. 

Mr.  Ridgway  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  and 
highly  respected  families  of  the  county,  his  grand- 
father, Charles  B.  Ridgway,  being  one  of  its  pio- 
neer settlers.  His  father,  Thomas  J.  Ridgway,  was 
born  in  Pike  county,  in  1811,  and  here  grew  to  man- 
hood. For  many  years  he  engaged  in  rafting  on 
the  Delaware  river,  and  after  giving  up  that  work 
he  embarked  in  mercantile  business  in  Lackawaxen 
township,  carrying  it  on  quite  successfully  for  about 
thirty  years  or  until  death  claimed  him.  At  the 
time  he  was  also  serving  as  local  superintendent  on 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal.  In  politics  he  was 
a stanch  Democrat,  and  he  most  creditably  served 
as  county  treasurer  for  one  term  and  as  associate 
judge  for  ten  years,  being  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens  of  his  community.  In 
early  manhood  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Kim- 
ble, also  a representative  of  an  honored  pioneer 
family  of  Pike  county,  and  both  died  in  Lackawaxen 
township,  where  their  remains  were  interred. 

Ephraim  Kimble,  our  subject’s  maternal  great- 
grandfather, a native  of  New  England,  for  some  time 
made  his  home  in  Pike  county,  following  lumber- 
ing. His  children  were  as  follows : William  mar- 

ried Irene  Rice,  whose  parents  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont ; Asa  married  Abigail  Pellett ; Washington 
died  young;  John  married  Phoebe  Rockwell;  Jacob 
was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth  mar- 
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ried  John  Killam ; Lucy  married  Moses  Killam, 
Esq.;  Annie  married  Joseph  Atkinson;  Lucinda 
married  Dr.  C.  Mahoney ; Maria  married  David 
Rice ; Sarah  married  L.  Kelley ; and  Eunice  mar- 
ried Calvin  Pellett.  Jacob  Kimble,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  also  born  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  lived  for  a time  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y. 
Erom  there  he  removed  to  what  is  now  Palmyra 
township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  later  took  up  his 
residence  in  Northampton  county,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering.  He  had  chil- 
dren: Abel,  Walter,  Daniel,  Ephraim,  Jacob, 

Benjamin,  Laura  (wife  of  Aaron  Brown),  Emily 
(wife  of  William  Woodruff),  Olive  (wife  of  Mar- 
cus N.  B.  Killam),  Roxana  (wife  of  C.  B.  Seaman), 
and  Lucy  Ann  (mother  of  our  subject). 

Warren  Iv.  Ridgway  is  the  eldest  in  a family 
of  six  children,  the  others  being  Elizabeth  R.,  widow 
of  John  C.  Mott,  and  a resident  of  Milford,  Penn. ; 
Henrietta,  who  died  in  infancy;  George  K.,  an 
electrical  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  street-car 
company  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Anna  K.,  deceased 
wife  of  C.  P.  Milligan,  of  Ellenville,  N.  Y. ; and 
Maria  Iv.,  wife  of  George  Brown,  train  dispatcher 
for  the  Erie  railroad  at  Binghamton,  New  York. 

A native  of  Pjke  county,  Warren  Iv.  Ridgway 
was  born  in  Shohola  township,  September  8,  1835, 
received  a common-school  education,  and  grew  to 
manhood  under  the  parental  roof,  assisting  his 
father  in  his  different  enterprises,  chiefly  in  farming 
and  merchandising.  He  was  married  in  Lacka- 
waxen  township,  Pike  county,  October  21,  1858, 
to  Miss  Louisa  J.  Griswold,  a daughter  of  Al- 
manzor  Griswold,  division  superintendent  of  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  canal  until  his  death.  Four 
children  were  born  of  this  union : Lucian  B.,  who 

was  drowned  in  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal  at 
the  age  of  three  years ; Thomas  J.,  who  married 
Leanna  Ivirkham,  has  four  cmldren,  and  lives  in 
Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county;  Louisa,  wife 
of  A.  G.  Rowland,  manufacturer  of  temperance 
beverages  at  Milford,  Penn. ; and  Louis  F.,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Being*  of  a speculative  disposition,  Mr.  Ridg- 
way has  engaged  in  several  different  undertakings. 
He  followed  lumbering  some  years,  furnishing  spe- 
cial timber  to  New  York  parties,  and  also  for  use 
on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal.  He  bought  land 
throughout  Pike  county,  and  after  removing  the 
timber  sold  it  for  farming  purposes.  In  1880  he 
embarked  in  the  blue-stone  business,  in  which  he  is 
still  interested,  operating  quarries  all  along  the  Erie 
and  Monticello  roads,  and  now  has  a contract  to 
furnish  material  for  piers  and  abutments  for  the  new 
railroad  bridge  being  constructed  by  the  Milford, 
Matamoras  & New  York  Railroad  Co.,  in  which 
railroad  he  is  a director.  Socially  Mr.  Ridgway  has 
been  a Freemason,  since  1871,  and  politically  he  has 
always  been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
His  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and  abil- 
ity, have  called  upon  him  to  fill  a number  of  impor- 
tant positions  of  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he  has 


always  most  capably  and  satisfactorily  discharged. 
He  was  county  sheriff  three  years,  prothonotary  six 
years,  mayor  of  Milford,  and  foreman  of  the  first 
fire  company  organized  there. 

REV.  HENRY  A.  RILEY,  for  twenty-five 
years  the  beloved  and  faithful  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Montrose,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  November  21,  1801,  in  the  City 
of  New  York. 

At  fourteen  years  of  age  our  subject  was  placed 
in  a Roman  Catholic  college  at  Georgetown,  D.  C., 
and  there  remained  two  years.  He  was  graduated 
in  the  collegiate  department  from  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia,  in  1820,  and  for  a 
brief  period  read  law  under  Horace  Birney,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  then  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, graduating  in  1825  from  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  began 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  New  York,  following  the 
same  until  1829,  in  which  year  he  entered  the  Theo- . 
logical  Seminary  at  Princeton  to  prepare  for  the 
ministry,  and  was  graduated  in  1832.  Three  years 
later  he  was  installed  pastor  over  the  then  Eighth 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York.  He 
commenced  his  ministry  at  Montrose  in  January, 
1839.  Greatly  beloved  by  his  people,  Mr.  Riley 
resigned  his  charge  after  a pastorate  of  twenty-five 
years,  and  preached  his  farewell  sermon  December 
27,  1863.  The  remainder  of  his  days  were  spent 
among  the  people  whom  he  had  served  so  long  and 
so  faithfully,  and  he  passed  away  March  17,  1878; 
he  is  buried  at  Montrose.  In  1866  Mr.  Riley  wrote 
and  published  “The  Restoration,  or  the  Hope  of 
the  Early  Church  Realized,”  a 121110  volume  of 
nearly  three  hundred  pages.  In  1868  a second 
edition  was  issued  by  J.  B.  Lippincott  & Co.,  Phila- 
delphia, the  title  of  which  gives  a clearer  idea  of 
the  work,  “The  Restoration  at  the  Second  Coming 
of  Christ,  A Summary  of  Millenarian  Doctrines.” 
The  “Western  Episcopalian,”  in  a review  of  its 
merits,  stated  that : “It  ably  deals  with  the  great 

questions  of  the  course  of  future  Providence,  and 
the  consummation  for  which  our  religion  teaches 
11s  to  hope.  It  makes  no  pretentions,  but  is  full  of 
important  truth,  fairly  deduced,  popularly  presented 
and  suitably  enforced.  It  is  ‘meat  in  due  season’ 
from  a faithful  steward,  and  a workman  who  need 
not  be  ashamed.”  Mr.  Riley  was  a strong  temper- 
ance worker,  each  member  that  came  into  his  con- 
gregation pledging  himself  to  temperance. 

Mr.  Riley  married  for  his  first  wife  Miss  Emma 
Vaughan  Smith,  who  died  in  1843,  and  for  his  sec- 
ond Miss  Blenda  Miller,  a lady  of  refinement  and 
culture,  who  is  still  living  at  Montrose.  His  chil- 
dren by  his  first  marriage  were  as  follows : James 

P.  W.  was  a merchant  at  Montrose,  and  died  in 
1888;  he  married  Miss  Kate  Crawford.  Rev. 
Isaac,  who  died  in  October,  1878,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
was  a Presbyterian  minister,  serving  as  pastor  at 
Wilmington,  Del.,  the  Thirty-fourth  Street  Church, 
New  Yrork  City,  and  Westminster  Church,  Buffalo, 
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N.  Y. ; he  married  Kate  Parker,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Joel  Parker,  of  New  York,  a Presbyterian  minister. 
Julia  married  Rev.  Benjamin  J.  Douglas,  an  Epis- 
copal minister  of  West  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Eliza- 
beth is  the  widow  of  Daniel  D.  Law,  who  was  a 
prominent  attorney  of  New  York.  To  the  second 
marriage  were  born  three  children : Louis  A.  is  a 

resident  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  is  president  of 
the  Lehigh  Coal  & Navigation  Co.;  he  married 
Margaret  Drinker.  Henry  A.,  who  died  in  June, 
1892,  was  an  attorney  in  New  York;  he  married 
Mary  A.  Littlefield.  Samuel  M.  is  a mining  en- 
gineer at  Pottsville,  Penn. ; he  married  Anna  Pol- 
lock. 

JACOB  L.  WYCKOFF,  deceased.  The  Wyck- 
ofif family  is  of  good  Holland-Dutch  stock,  and, 
although  traditions  vary  as  to  the  particulars  of  the 
emigration  of  the  ancestors,  the  most  authentic  ac- 
count states  that  five  brothers,  three  of  whom  were 
Jacob,  John  and  Isaac  (the  names  of  the  others  are 
not  known),  came  to  America  from  Holland,  lo- 
cating first  on  Long  Island.  One  remained  there, 
another  went  West,  and  the  other  settled  in  Morris 
county,  N.  J.,  near  the  present  village  of  Mendham. 
From  the  last  named  the  Pennsylvania  Wycoffs 
trace  their  descent,  yet  here  is  the  tradition  vague 
and  conflicting,  as  by  some  accounts  it  was  Jacob 
who  settled  in  New  Jersey,  and  by  others  John, 
though  the  preponderance  of  evidence  would  give 
to  Jacob  the  honor  of  so  worthy  a posterity.  This 
ancestor  married,  and  became  the  father  of  six 
children,  Jacob,  John,  Isaac,  Phoebe,  Sarah  and 
Elizabeth. 

Isaac  V.  Wyckofif  was  born  October  2,  1787, 
at  the  old  homestead  near  Mendham,  and  died  June 
19,  1872.  On  May  16,  1811,  he  married  Miss  Abi- 
gail Thompson,  who  was  born  January  21,  1790. 
and  died  April  19,  1875.  Their  children  were: 
Jonathan  T.,  born  June  3,  1813,  died  October  15, 
1845  > Jacob  L.  is  mentioned  below ; Sarah,  born 
September  17,  1817,  was  married  March  21,  1849,  to 
William  Lott,  and  died  December  11,  i860;  Han- 
nah Maria  (Mrs.  John  Nutt),  born  June  5,  1819, 
died  October  2,  1884:  Martha,  born  September  12, 
1821,  married  William  Laslier,  and  died  in  1895; 
Daniel  LI.,  born  October  14,  1823,  died  in  1875 ; 
Robert  M.,  born  July  23,  1826,  died  April  14,  1853; 
Nehemiah,  born  September  15,  1828,  resides  in 
Newark,  N.  J.,  and  is  still  active  and  vigorous; 
Nancy  Elizabeth,  born  September  3,  1830,  died  Jan- 
uary 14,  1832. 

Jacob  L.  Wyckofif  was  born  September  14, 
1815,  and  died  August  16,  1887.  In  his  youth  he 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  but  he  soon  deter- 
mined to  find  a more  congenial  and  remunerative 
business.  As  he  had  but  limited  capital  he  began 
in  a humble  way  as  a huckster  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mendham,  and  gradually  he  built  up  a trade  which 
justified  him  in  extending  his  operations.  After  a 
time  he  kept  a number  of  six-horse  teams  on  the 
road,  making  regular  trips  to  and  from  New  York 


City  to  supply  individuals  and  the  merchants  of 
the  country  stores  around  Mendham,  and  to  and 
from  Stroudsburg,  this  method  of  transportation 
and  distribution  taking  the  place  of  the  railroads  of 
the  present  day.  While  in  Stroudsburg  at  one  time 
he  became  acquainted  with  William  Wallace,  in 
whom  he  recognized  a kindred  spirit,  and  forming 
a partnership,  they  engaged  in  various  enterprises 
which  they  carried  on  successfully  through  a num- 
ber of  years.  They  kept  teams  on  the  road  be- 
tween New  York  and  other  cities ; they  leased  and 
ran  an  iron  furnace ; they  engaged  in  lumbering, 
rafting  and  mercantile  business ; and  in  fact  it 
would  be  impossible  to  enumerate  the  different 
branches  which  their  extensive  and  complicated 
operations  included.  They  met  with  remarkable 
success  in  all  lines : but  at  last  the  business  became 
so  involved  and  intricate  that  they  decided,  in  1858, 
to  divide  it,  Mr.  Wyckofif  retaining  the  mercantile 
interests  with  their  ramifications.  Later  he  built 
a business  block  which  was  then  the  largest  and 
most  pretentious  in  the  city.  For  many  years  he 
ranked  among  the  wealthy  men  of  the  State,  and 
although  some  unfortunate  ventures  in  his  later 
years  swept  away  the  greater  part  of  his  accumula- 
tions, his  name  is  still  associated  in  the  minds  of  the 
public  with  the  remarkable  successes  and  generous 
benefactions  of  his  prosperous  period. 

On  June  9,  1847,  Mr.  Wyckofif  married  Miss 
Emeline  Eagles,  who  survives  him  with  five  chil- 
dren : (1)  Miss  Adelaide,  who  was  born  in  Mend- 

ham, resides  with  her  mother  in  Stroudsburg.  (2) 

A.  B.,  a sketch  of  whom  follows.  (3)  Miss  Helen 

B.  resides  in  Newark,  N.  J.  (4)  Edgar,  born  April 
20,  1855, at  Stroudsburg,  is  clerking  for  his  brother, 
A.  B.  Wyckofif ; he  married  Miss  May  Schoonover, 
and  has  had  the  following  children,  Earle  E.,  Ja- 
cob B.,  and  Loraine.  (5)  Miss  Anna  M.  resides  in 
Newark,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Wyckofif  was  not  only  the  sole  workman 
in  carving  out  his  own  fortune  but  he  was  also 
largely  self-educated.  His  school  training  was 
limited,  but  he  was  a great  reader  and  became 
well  informed  on  a wide  range  of  subjects,  his  re- 
markable memory  enabling  him  to  retain  the  best 
out  of  much.  A tendency  to  ever  see  the  brightest 
side,  and  a natural  love  for  his  fellowmen,  made 
him  a genial  companion  to  young  and  old.  Out 
of  his  abundance  he  gave  liberally  to  the  unfort- 
unate, and  was  an  eager  advocate  of  every  enter- 
prise that  would  benefit  either  his  town  or  the  peo- 
ple. Politically  he  supported  the  Republican  party, 
and  during  the  Civil  war,  being  unable  to  go  him- 
self, sent  a substitute  without  being  himself  drafted. 
In  early  life  he  was  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
but  later  withdrew.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he 
was  laid  to  rest  with  all  the  rites  and  ceremonies 
of  that  order.  Though  a member  of  no  denomina- 
tion, he  contributed  to  and  attended  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  by  his  upright  life  and  gentle 
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charity  for  all  men  he  builded  stronger  than  he 
knew. 

Mrs.  Emeline  (Eagles)  Wyckoff  is  of  Eng- 
lish descent.  Her  father,  Alexander  Eagles,  was 
a native  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  in  an  early  life 
learned  the  trade  of  saddler  which  he  followed  for 
some  time,  having  an  establishment  of  his  own  in 
Easton,  Penn.  In  the  winter  of  1838,  known  as  “the 
winter  of  deep  snow,”  he  removed  to  Stroudsburg, 
where  he  took  charge  of  the  “American  House,”  a 
well-known  hotel ; but  he  died  in  February,  1840. 
His  wife,  Margaret  (Sears),  was  born  November 
27>  I794>  and  died  December  2,  1878.  They  had 
two  children:  Mrs.  Wyckoff;  and  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried Theodore  Taylor. 

A.  B.  WYCKOFF,  a leading  merchant  of 
Stroudsurg,  is  a business  man  of  unusual  enter- 
prise and  acumen,  and  as  proprietor  of  the  “New 
York  Store”  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  and  valua- 
ble trade.  A less  energetic  man  would  find  his 
time  fully  absorbed  in  the  details  of  his  growing 
business,  but  Mr.  Wyckoff  has  been  the  chief  pro- 
moter of  numerous  other  important  ventures,  his 
sound  judgment  and' knowledge  of  men  and  affairs 
causing  his  advice  and  co-operation  to  be  sought  in 
financial  circles. 

Mr.  Wyckoff  was  born  September  12,  1850, 
a son  of  Jacob  L.  and  Emeline  (Eagles)  Wyckoff. 
After  acquiring  a common-school  education  he  be- 
gan to  learn  the  trade  of  car  building  in  a shop  at 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  his 
parents.  As  the  business  was  foreign  to  his  tastes 
he  did  not  complete  his  term,  and  for  a time  he 
tested  different  occupations,  finally  securing  an 
opening  hi  a congenial  line  of  effort  as  a clerk  in  a 
store  at  Stroudsburg.  Six  years  as  an  employe 
gave  him  insight  to  all  the  details  of  the  business, 
and  he  then  engaged  in  mercantile  life  on  his  own 
account,  forming  the  firm  of  Wyckoff,  Cook  & 
Bell.  Two  years  later  Air.  Bell  died,  and  liis  in- 
terest was  purchased  by  the  other  partners,  the  busi- 
ness being  continued  under  the  name  of  Wyckoff 
& Cook.  In  April,  1892,  Mr.  Wyckoff  bought  Mr. 
Cook's  interest,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  sole 
proprietor  of  the  establishment,  which  is  known  as 
the  “New  York  Store.”  It  is  the  only  store  in 
Stroudsburg  devoted  exclusively  to  fancy  goods  and 
dry  goods,  and  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  trade 
may  be  gleaned  from  the  fact  that  twelve  people, 
including  Mr.  Wyckoff,  himself,  are  kept  busy  in 
meeting  its  demands..  Among  the  other  enterprises 
in  which  he  is  engaged  we  must  mention  the  Com- 
monwealth Building  & Loan  Association  of  Strouds- 
burg, an  institution  of  which  the  community  is 
justly  proud,  its  record  of  $200,000  invested  with- 
out a penny  of  loss,  in  the  twenty-one  years  of  its 
existence , being  most  commendable.  For  some 
time  he  was  its  president,  and  he  is  now  serving  as 
treasurer.  He  has  also  been  a director  of  the  First 
National  Bank  ever  since  its  organization. 

In  188s  Mr.  Wyckoff  married  Miss  Alice  Holt, 
17 


who  was  born  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  in  1859.  Three 
children  brighten  their  home : Lulu  E.,  Ernest  and 
Marion.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Wyckoff 
is  a strong  Republican ; in  religious  faith  he  is  a 
1 resbyterian.  He  and  his  family  hold  an  enviable 
social  position,  and  he  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity. 

ALBA  E.  JOHNSON,  a prominent  agricult- 
urist, and  the  present  supervisor  of  Rush  township, 
has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Susquehanna  county,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Springville  township,  April  12, 
1856. 

His  adopted  parents,  Benjamin  and  Louisa 
(Roberts)  Johnson,  were  also  natives  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
throughout  life.  He  died  in  Dimock  township,  in 
January,  1899,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey  Hill  cemeterv,  Auburn 
township.  He  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  one  of  the  highly  respected 
men  of  his  community.  The  mother  still  lives  on 
the  old  home  farm  in  Dimock  township,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  three 
children,  the  others  being  Almeda,  wife  of  George 
Horton,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county;  and  Lillie,  deceased  wife  of  Jud- 
son  E.  Brugler.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, Benjamin  A.  and  Luna  Johnson,  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey  and  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna 
county,  where  the  former  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming  until  called  from  this  life.  The  maternal 
grandparents,  Horatio  and  Calista  (Wells)  Roberts, 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  also  pioneers  of 
Susquehanna  county. 

On  attaining  his  majority  Alba  E.  Johnson 
left  the  parental  roof,  and  for  seven  years  worked 
as  a farm  hand.  He  was  married  in  Rush  township, 
December  25,  1883,  to  Miss  Mary  Cole,  a daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (De  Pue)  Cole,  and  of 
this  union  one  child  has  been  born,  Olin  C.  For  one’ 
year  after  his  marriage  our  subject  operated  the 
farm  of  Mrs.  Johnson’s  step-father,  Aaron  A.  Wood, 
who  is  mentioned  below.  He  then  located  upon 
his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Rush  township, 
to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  he  has 
since  devoted  his  energies,  meeting  with  marked 
success  in  his  labors.  The  Republican  party  has  al- 
ways found  in  him  a stanch  supporter  of  its  prin- 
ciples, and  in  the  spring  of  1896  he  was  elected  su- 
pervisor of  Rush  township,  which  position  he  has 
since  so  creditably  and  acceptably  filled.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  she  is  one  of  the  popular  and  suc- 
cessful school  teachers  of  the  county. 

Aaron  A.  Wood  (deceased)  was  born  in  Pike 
township,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  April  5,  1824,  a 
son  of  Aaron  and  Cornelia  (Carpenter)  Wood,  na- 
tives of  New  York  State  and  early  settlers  of  Brad- 
ford county.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  Mr. 
Wood  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  success- 
fully engaged'in  teaching  school  for  forty  terms  in 
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this  and  adjoining  counties.  For  many  years  he 
made  his  home  upon  the  farm  where  his  widow  now 
resides,  and  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  served  for  one 
year  as  a member  of  Company  FI,  51st  P.  V.  I., 
later  was  an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  drew  a pension  of  $24  per 
month.  He  was  an  active  and  prominent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  he 
was  always  officially  connected,  serving  as  deacon, 
elder  or  class  leader.  He  died  January  14,  1899, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  lveech  Hill  cemetery,  Susque- 
hanna county. 

On  November  1,  1870,  in  Le  Raysville,  Penn., 
Mr.  Wood  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cole,  and  to 
them  were  born  three  children,  namely : Bertha, 

deceased  wife  of  John  Mathews,  a carpenter  of 
Friendsville,  Susquehanna  county;  Martha,’  at 
home ; and  Dayton,  who  married  Lena  Clark,  and 
now  successfully  conducts  the  home  farm  for  his 
mother.  Mrs.  Wood  was  born  in  Warren  county, 
N.  J.,  March  14,  1831,  and  is  a daughter  of  Nicho- 
las H.  and  Margaret  (Buss)  De  Pue,  farming  peo- 
ple, who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  county,  and 
the  former  dying  in  1847,  aged  forty  years,  the  lat- 
ter in  1895,  aged  eighty-six.  They  were  buried  in 
different  cemeteries  in  Warren  county.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Wood;  John,  de- 
ceased ; David,  a farmer  of  Minnesota ; Hannah, 
deceased  wife  of  Jonas  S.  Decker;  Jane,  widow  of 
George  C.  Hartley  and  a resident  of  Mehoopany, 
Penn. ; Maria,  wife  of  John  Cole,  a farmer  of  Wall- 
pack,  N.  J. ; Jacob,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  ; and  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 
For  her  second  husband  Mrs.  De  Pue  married  Cal- 
vin Decker,  who  died  in  1891,  aged  eighty  years, 
and  by  that  union  she  had  one  daughter,  Amanda, 
now  a resident  of  Newton,  Penn.  Mrs.  Wood’s 
paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Hannah  (Decker) 
De  Pue,  were  lifelong  residents  of  New  Jersey,  and 
their  remains  were  interred  in  a private  burying- 
ground  upon  their  farm  at  Pahaquary,  that  State. 
The  maternal  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Miller)  Buss,  spent  their  entire  lives  as  farming 
people  in  Pike  county,  Penn.  For  her  first  husband 
Mrs.  Wood  married  Simon  Shaffer,  a native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  a carpenter  by  trade,  who  died  in  Wall- 
pack,  that  State,  in  1853,  at  the  age  of  forty  years, 
and  was  buried  there.  By  that  union  she  has  two 
children : Levina,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years ; 
and  Katie  J.,  now  the  widow  of  Malcolm  Cooper,  and 
a resident  of  Fairdale,  Susquehanna  county.  In  Sus- 
sex county,  N.  J.,  March  6,  1864,  Mrs.  Wood  was 
again  married,  her  second  union  being  with  Andrew 
Cole,  a native  of  that  county,  who  died  in  Lehman 
township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  November  8,  1866,  at 
the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  cemetery  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  that  county.  He 
was  a farmer  and  speculator  by  occupation,  and 
was  a man  of  prominence  in  his  community.  The 
only  child  born  of  that  marriage  was  Mary,  wife  of 


A.  E.  Johnson,  whose  name  introduces  this  article. 
Mr.  Cole  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Mary  Courtright,  by  whom  he  had  six  children: 
Samuel,  Janson,  and  Louisa  (wife  of  Charles 
Engle)  are  now  residents  of  Dunmore,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.;  Dr.  George  Cole  (deceased),  Charles 
(of  Moscow,  Penn.),  and  Martha  (wife  of  John 
Hoffman),  now  deceased. 

DANIEL  YOUNKER  is  successfully  engaged 
in  general  farming  in  West  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  has  resided  for  over 
forty  years,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  that 
locality.  He  was  born  February  18,  1841,  in  Cherry 
Valley,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  (Fable)  Younker,  and  a grandson  of 
Frederick  Younker. 

Jonathan  Younker  lived  in  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  until  1856,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to 
Susquehanna  county,  settling  at  West  Auburn  on 
April  12,  of  that  vear,  and  here  he  passed  the  rest 
of  his  life.  He  was  a farmer  and  millwright  by  oc- 
cupation. His  death  occurred  March  15,  1873, 
when  he  was  seventy-three  years  of  age,  the  mother 
following  him  to  the  grave  August  29,  1875,  at  the 
age  of  seventy.  Their  remains  lie  in  the  cemetery 
at  West  Auburn.  They  were  earnest  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.  Of  their  family,  Caroline  is  the 
widow  of  Jacob  L.  Kemmerer,  of  Butler  county, 
Iowa ; Rebecca  J.  died  young ; William  F.  is  a re- 
tired carpenter,  living  in  Butler  county,  Iowa ; 
Jeremiah  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Lyons  county, 
Iowa;  Maria  Louise  is  the  widow  of  Jacob  Shupp, 
of  Lake  Cary,  Penn. ; Joseph  FI.  became  a member 
of  Company  F,  5th  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  died  while 
in  the  service ; George,  a farmer,  is  living  retired  in 
Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  Mary  Elizabeth  (deceased)  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Davis  Lathrop,  who  died 
while  serving  in  the  Civil  war,  and  later  to  John  B. 
Gay;  Daniel  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch; 
Ellen  (unmarried)  lives  with  her  sister  at  Lake 
Cary ; James  B.  is  engaged  in  farming  in  West  Au- 
burn. The  parents  always  resided  with  their  son 
Daniel. 

Daniel  Younker  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  West  Auburn,  and  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits  on  the  home  place.  On  Au- 
gust 30,  1864,  he  enlisted,  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  in 
Company  C,  203rd  P.  V.  I.,  Capt.  Jacob  T.  Small- 
wood, and  served  until  June  22,  1865,  when  he  was 
mustered  out  at  Raleigh,  N.  C.  He  received  his  dis- 
charge on  July  3,  at  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Younker 
was  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Fisher  and  various  other 
engagements  and  skirmishes,  but  although  he  had 
many  close  calls  he  escaped  without  injury.  On 
February  23,  1867,  he  was  married,  at  Herrick, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Myra  M.  Taylor,  and 
they  had  two  children,  James  H.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  and  Levia,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eighteen.  Mr.  Younker  has  carried  on  general 
farming-  with  continued  success,  by  industry  and 
good  management  winning  a comfortable  income 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


259 


from  his  place,  and  he  ranks  among  the  progressive 
and  intelligent  citizens  of  the  community  in  which 
he  makes  his  home.  His  political  support  is  given 
to  the  Republican  party.  In  religious  connection  he 
is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Mrs.  Myra  M.  (Taylor)  Younker  was  born 
June  27,  1838,  in  Herrick,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Eunice  (Gregory)  Tay- 
lor, who  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, respectively,  and  died  in  Clark  county,  Wis. 
Mr.  Taylor  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  passed 
away  in  1888,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five, 
his  wife  in  1892,  reaching  the  age  of  ninety-one 
years.  They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Of  their  children,  Mary  (Mrs.  Daniel 
Bump)  lives  in  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; Rosella  (Mrs.  Nel- 
son Marsh)  is  deceased;  Esther  is  the  wife  of  J. 
E.  Allen,  a retired  resident  of  Spokesville,  Wis. ; 
Myra  M.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Polly  (de- 
ceased) was  the  wife  of  Fred  O.  Goodwin,  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

AMOS  L.  GREEN.  Among  the  progressive 
agriculturists  whose  enterprise  makes  this  favored 
region  known  as  a veritable  “garden  spot,”  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a well  known  resident  of 
New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county.  He 
is  a native  of  the  county,  having  been  born  in  Forest 
Lake  township,  July  15,  1843,  and  belongs  to  a 
prominent  family,  the  name  being  sometimes  spelled 
Greene,  as  in  former  times.  His  father,  George 
Greene,  now  resides  in  Dimock  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  his  biography,  which  appears 
elsewhere,  contains  a history  of  the  family. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and  on 
leaving  home,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  spent  five 
years  operating  rented  farms,  the  first,  where  he 
remained  one  year,  being  the  property  of  a brother- 
in-law.  He  then  purchased  a place  in  Jessup  town- 
ship, where  he  spent  eighteen  years,  but  he  has 
since  rented  different  farms,  spending  one  year  in 
New  Milford  township  and  one  year  in  Franklin 
township,  before  locating  in  1895  upon  H.  C.  Mox- 
ley’s  farm  in  New  Milford  township.  This  is  a 
fine  estate  of  155  acres,  and  under  Mr.  Green’s  able 
management  is  kept  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. Politically  Mr.  Green  is  a Republican,  and  at 
one  time  he  served  three  years  as  school  directoi 
at  Fairdale.  He  and  his  wife  are  much  esteemed 
in  social  life,  and  are  active  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  at  Fairdale.  On  July  19, 
1869,  he  was  married  in  Auburn  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  to  Miss  Laura  J.  Squires,  and  six 
children  have  blessed  the  union : ( 1 ) Flossa  mar- 

ried Lewis  Rose,  Jr.,  a farmer  and  mechanic  in 
Franklin  township;  their  children  are  Amos  L., 
Ruth  L.  (who  died  in  childhood),  and  Cecue. 
(2)  Lyman  and  (3)  Foster  died  in  childhood  , (4) 
Bertha  married  Earnest  Darrow,  of  New  Milford 
township;  (5)  Orlin  H.  and  (6)  Miss  Coral  are 
at  home. 

Mrs.  Laura  (Squires)  Green,  who  has  proved 


herself  an  able  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  was  born 
October  15,  1844,  at  Nicholson,  Wyoming  Co., 

Penn.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Stephen  and 
MaGree  Squires,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey. 
Cyrenus  Squires,  father  of  Mrs.  Green,  was  born 
October  14,  1800,  in  New  Jersey,  coming  to  Penn- 
sylvania in  early  life,  and  for  many  years  resided 
in  Wyoming  county,  engaging  first  in  lumbering 
and  later  in  farming.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen, 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  his  death, 
on  June  25,  1875,  was  mourned  by  a large  circle  of 
friends.  He  was  married  in  Susquehanna  county 
to  Miss  Elmira  Avery,  who  was  born  in  that  county 
May  26,  1804,  a daughter  of  Elijah  and  Elizabeth 
(Spencer)  Avery,  later  of  Wyoming  county.  She 
died  December  26,  1877,  and  the  remains  of  both  are 
interred  in  Stark  cemetery,  Wyoming  county. 
They  had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows : 
Maria,  deceased;  G.  Lyman,  a farmer  on  the  home- 
stead in  Wyoming  county,  who  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  in  the  first  three-years  regiment  that  went 
from  Minnesota,  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg;  Hiram,  a farmer  on  part  of  the  old 
homestead ; Miss  Elvira,  who  resides  with  her 
brother  Lyman;  Elijah,  who  met  a soldier’s  death 
at  Fairfax,  Va.,  during  the  Civil  war ; Rachel,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Laura  J.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  and  Eliza,  who  married  Benjamin  F. 
Green,  of  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

A.  F.  MERRELL,  M.  D.  One  of  the  most 
exacting  of  all  the  higher  lines  of  occupation  to 
which  a man  may  lend  his  energies  is  that  of  the 
physician.  A most  scrupulous  preliminary  training 
is  demanded,  and  a nicety  of  judgment  little  under- 
stood by  the  laity.  Then  again  the  profession 
brings  its  devotees  into  almost  constant  association 
with  the  sadder  side  of  life — that  of  pain  and  suf- 
fering— so  that  a mind  capable  of  great  self-control 
and  a heart  responsive  and  sympathetic,  are  essen- 
tial attributes  of  him  who  would  essav  the  practice 
of  the  healing  art.  Thus  when  professional  success 
is  attained,  as  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Merrell,  of  Hall- 
stead,  Penn.,  it  may  be  taken  as  certain  that  such 
measure  of  success  has  been . thoroughly  merited. 

Dr.  Merrell  was  born  in  Andes,  Delaware  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  1866,  a son  of  T.  R.  and  Judith  A.  (Dib- 
ble) Merrell.  The  father  was  born  in  Chenango 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1831,  and  in  early  life  owned  and 
operated  a foundry.  In  1866  he  removed  to  Wind- 
sor, Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  purchased  a farm,  to 
the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  he  has 
since  devoted  his  energies.  In  his  family  were 
three  sons,  of  whom  George  and  Dowie  both  died 
in  childhood. 

Upon  the  home  farm  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y., 
our  subject  grew  to  manhood,  and  after  attending 
the  public  schools  for  some  time  he  entered  Wind- 
sor Academy,  where  he  was  graduated.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  taught  in  the  district  schools.  In 
1884  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under 
Dr.  Hand,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  later  attended 
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lectures  at  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1888.  As 
a Homeopathic  physician  he  commenced  practice 
in  Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  remained  for  three  and  one-half  years.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  married,  in  1889,  to  Miss  Lottie 
Stockholm,  a daughter  of  George  and  Katie  Stock- 
holm, prominent  residents  of  Franklin  Forks.  Her 
father  served  for  four  years  as  one  of  the  defenders 
of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war,  and  when  the 
war  broke  out  between  Spain  and  this  country  her 
brother,  A.  C,  enlisted  in  Company  G,  13th  P.  V.  I., 
but  died  of  fever  at  Camp  Alger,  in  August,  1898, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  He  was  a great 
favorite  with  his  company.  The  Doctor  and  his 
wife  have  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter: A.  L.,  born  in  December,  1891  ; Rena  A.,  born 
in  1893,  and  Floyd  D.,  born  in  1899. 

Dr.  Merrell  continued  his  residence  in  Franklin 
F'orks  until  1891,  when  he  purchased  a fine  residence 
in  Hallstead  and  removed  to  this  place.  His  skill 
and  ability  were  soon  widely  recognized,  and  it  was 
not  long  ere  he  had  built  up  the  excellent  practice 
which  he  has  ever  since  enjoyed.  Through  his  gen- 
erous, kindly  acts  he  has  endeared  himself  to  the 
people  around  him,  his  patients  have  been  cheered 
and  comforted  by  his  kindly  ministrations,  and  the 
poor  of  the  town  have  always  found  in  him  a friend, 
for  he  readily  responds  to  a call  that  comes  from 
one  from  whom  he  knows  he  can  receive  no  possi- 
ble remuneration.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active 
and  prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  while,  socially,  he  affiliates  with  the  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  No.  1008,  of  Great  Bend ; polit- 
ically he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

SAMUEL  L.  BUSH,  one  of  the  leading  and 
representative  farmers  of  Smithfield  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  was  born  on  his  present  farm  in  January, 
1836,  and”  is  a son  of  Dr.  Philip  M.  and  Sarah  Jane 
(Labar)  Bush.  The  father  was  also  a native  of 
Monroe  county,  born  near  Spragueville,  Stroud  town- 
ship,in  April,  iSn.and  was  a son  of  James  and  Mar- 
garite  (Van  Vliet)  Bush,  who  at  an  early  day  locat- 
ed on  Brodhead  creek,  near  Spragueville.  In  their 
family  were  eight  children:  James,  who  removed 

to  Ohio;  Vancuran;  Lydia,  wife  of  Jacob  Shank, 
of  Ohio;  Jane,  wife  of  Dr.  Herring,  of  Lewistown, 
Penn.;  Philip  M.,  father  of  our  subject;  Annie, 
wife  of  George  Ransbury,  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
Monroe  county;  Elijah,  who  married  and  located 
near  Stroudsburg,  where  his  death  occurred ; and 
Daniel,  who  married  Betsy  Smith,  and  lived  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Stroud  township. 

Dr.  Philip  M.  Bush  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  and  studied  medicine  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Dr.  Herring.  Prior  to  his  mar- 
riage, in  1835,  he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
in  the  public,  schools  of  Monroe  county,  but  after 
that  event  he  located  in  Smithfield,  and  gave  his 
attention  to  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession. 
In  1838  he  purchased  the  Beckley  property  at  that 


place,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  agent  for  the 
sale  of  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Beckley,  an  English 
landholder  in  Pike  and  Monroe  counties.  He 
bought  580  acres  of  timber  land  belonging  to  that 
estate,  and  made  a number  of  improvements  thereon 
in  the  way  of  buildings.  He  became  a prosperous 
business  man,  owning  and  operating  a sawmill  and 
also  a large  gristmill,  floating  his  lumber  down  the 
Delaware  river  to  the  Philadelphia  markets.  This 
he  carried  on  in  connection  with  the  practice  of 
medicine  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1889.  His 
wife,  who  had  shared  with  him  the  hardships  of  his 
early  life,  passed  away  in  1885.  She  was  born  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  when 
it  formed  a part  of  Northampton  county,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Labar,  representa- 
tives of  prominent  pioneer  families  of  Monroe  and 
Northampton  counties.  To  Dr.  Bush  and  his  wife 
were  born  eight  children,  seven  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, and  the  sons  were  pall-bearers  at  their  moth- 
er's funeral. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  all 
were  born  on  the  homestead  in  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county.  Albina,  the  only  daughter,  at- 
tended the  public  schools  and  Stroudsburg  Sem- 
inary, and  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead.  She 
has  been  a consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  for  many  years,  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
all  Church  work.  (3)  Francis  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years.  (4)  Robert  B.  married  Susan  Elin- 
berger,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and  located 
in  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  business 
for  some  years.  After  his  return  to  Smithfield 
township  his  wife  died,  leaving  three  children: 
Lorenzo,  Clinton  and  Harvey.  Later  he  became 
a resident  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  where  he  has  married 
again,  and  still  resides.  (5)  Edwin  received  a 
good  common-school  education  in  the  local  schools 
and  at  Stroudsburg.  He  married  Sarah  Turn,  of 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  and  resides  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  he  and  his  sister  own.  He  has 
twin  daughters,  Maggie  and  Mattie,  bright  young 
ladies  who  are  attending  the  normal  school  at  East. 
Stroudsburg.  (6)  Dr.  Lewis  Bush  received  a 
fine  education  in  the  schools  of  Stroudsburg  and 
Kingston,  Penn.,  and  subsequently  was  graduated 
from  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  and,  later,  at  East  Strouds- 
burg, Penn.  He  died  at  the  latter  place  in  1892, 
leaving  a widow,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was 
Louisa  Hunchberger,  of  Centerville,  Northampton 
county.  (7)  Dr.  Horace  Bush  married  Laura 
Loder,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Marshall  Creek,  Monroe 
county,  and  later  at  Wyalusing,  Bradford  Co., 
Penn.,  for  a few  years,  but  now  resides  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  owns  and  conducts  a large 
drug  store.  (8)  Van  Bush,  a carpenter  of  East 
Stroudsburg,  married  Aurilla  Rockefeller,  daugh- 
ter of  Abram  Rockefeller,  of  that  place,  and  they 
have  two  children,  George  Labar  and  Lula. 
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Samuel  L.  Bush,  of  this  review,  grew  to  man- 
hood on  the  home  farm  in  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  had  charge  of  the  same  until 
his  marriage,  when  he  located  upon  another  of  his 
father’s  farms,  comprising  124  acres  which  he  pur- 
chased in  1887.  This  he  has  placed  under  excel- 
lent cultivation  and  improved  with  good  buildings, 
making  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  country  homes 
in  Monroe  county.  In  1862  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Minerva  Eilenberger,  of  Smith- 
held  township,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
Eilenberger,  old  and  prominent  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship. Six  children  blessed  this  union,  all  born  on 
the  present  home  in  Smithfield  township.  Bertha 
J.,  born  in  1863,  was  a very  promising  young  girl 
(she  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years).  Hattie  C., 
born  in  1865,  is  now  the  wife  of  Harry  Fisher,  of 
Stroudsburg,  proprietor  of  “Monroe  Cottage.” 
Austin  E.,  born  in  1867,  married  May  Suttee,  of 
New  York  City,  and  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits upon  a part  of  his  father’s  farm,  having  pur- 
chased one  of  the  houses  on  the  same.  Henrietta 
■died  in  childhood.  Edith  May,  born  in  1877,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  East  Stroudsburg  Normal  School, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  Smith- 
field  township.  She  is  an  accomplished  young 
lady,  and  a great  favorite  among  her  friends. 

Politically  Mr.  Bush  is  a Jacksonian  Democrat, 
as  was  also  his  father,  who  took  cpiite  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  local  politics,  and  for  one  term 
represented  Monroe  county  in  the  State  Legislature. 
Religiously  our  subject  and  liis  family  are  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
elders,  and  they  are  also  cpiite  prominent  socially, 
being  among  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of 
the  community  in  which  they  make  their  home. 

EZRA  PATRICK,  M.  D.,  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1874, 
after  a long  and  successful  practice,  was  a son  of 
Ezra  and  Rhoda  (Casey)  Patrick,  and  was  horn  in 
1815,  at  New  Lebanon,  New  York. 

Robert  Patrick,  of  Connecticut,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. Our  subject  received  a good  education,  and 
at  twenty-one  began  the  study  of  medicine,  reading 
one  vear  with  Dr.  Harvey  Barnes,  of  his  native 
county,  and  then  for  a period  under  Prof.  H.  H. 
Childs,  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  College,  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  where  he  attended  his  first  and  third  courses 
of  lectures,  and  from  which  college  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1839;  he  attended  his  second  course  of  lec- 
tures at  the  Vermont  Medical  College,  Woodstock. 
In  1840,  after  having  passed  some  time  in  one  of 
the  hospitals  in  New  York  City,  the  Doctor  located 
at  Montrose,  where  for  twenty-five  years  he  con- 
tinued in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery,  re- 
moving in  1866  to  Great  Bend.  He  was  the  leading 
surgeon  of  Susquehanna  countv.  He  was  a man 
of  keen  perception  and  good  memory,  and  his  judg- 
ment of  human  nature  was  rarely  equaled  or  sur- 


passed. He  possessed  great  wit  and  humor,  com- 
bined with  brilliancy,  and  enjoyed  wide  popularity. 
He  was  colonel  of  militia  of  Susquehanna  county. 

In  1846  Dr.  Patrick  married  Elizabeth  J., 
daughter  of  Henry  K.  Niven,  of  Great  Bend.  She 
died  in  1877.  They  had  two  children,  a son  of 
great  promise,  who  died  in  1861,  and  Jennie. 

BENJAMIN  T.  CASE  was  born  about  1786  . 
in  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  an  academic 
education.  He  read  law  in  the  same  office  with 
Martin  Van  Buren  and  William  IT.  Seward,  and  at 
the  age  of  about  twenty  was  admitted  to  the  Bar, 
in  1816  locating  at  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county. 
He  had  previously,  in  1808,  come  with  his  father’s 
family  to  Great  Bend,  but  later  moved  to  Warren, 
Penn.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Montrose  Bar  in 
1817.  He  was  a practical  surveyor,  and  looked 
after  the  possessions  of  several  of  the  large  land 
owners  in  Susquehanna  county.  Judge  McCollum’s 
impressions  of  Mr.  Case  on  his  coming  to  the  Bar  in 
1858  were  that  “he  was  then  the  oldest  lawyer  in 
the  county,  having  been  in  practice  here  thirty-eight 
years,  and  at  that  tiriie  occasionally  appeared  in  court 
to  advise  and  assist  in  ejectments  and  other  causes 
where  the  title  to  lands  was  involved.  His  learning 
and  skill  in  such  contests  were  well  known  and  ap- 
preciated by  the  general  public  and  his  legal  breth- 
ren. In  that  branch  of  the  law  relating  to  land 
titles  he  had  no  superior  and  perhaps  no  equal  in 
this  section  of  the  State.”  Mr.  Case  died  in  1862, 
aged  seventy-six  years. 

Frederick  A.  Case,  late  of  Montrose,  Susque- 
hanna county,  son  of  Benjamin  T.  Case,  read  law 
under  the  direction  of  his  father  at  Montrose,  where 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1854.  There  he  es- 
tablished himself  in  the  practice  of  law,  and  there 
died,  in  February,  1880.  He  was  a modest,  retir- 
ing man,  of  many  eccentricities.  He  was  well  read 
in  his  profession,  possessed  a remarkable  memory, 
and  excelled  in  his  preparation  of  cases.  It  is  said 
that  he  could  write  deeds  without  printed  forms, 
entirely  from  memory. 

AMES  FAMILY.  The  great  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania abounds  in  prominent  families  whose  rec- 
ord may  well  be  perused  by  those  to  come,  and  who 
therein  cannot  fail  to  find  noble  examples  of  thrift, 
progress  and  honesty  well  worthy  of  emulation. 
To  the  citizens  of  Wayne  county  the  mere  mention 
of  the  name  Ames  suggests  almost  invariably  the 
idea  of  respectability,  intelligence,  enterprise  and 
patriotism,  for  all  of  which  the  family  are  noted, 
as  well,  in  some  conspicuous  instances,  as  agricult- 
urists, bankers,  merchants  and  millers. 

The  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the  first 
of  whom  we  have  mention  was  Joseph  Ames,  who 
was  born  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  where  he  passed 
his  entire  life.  In  1777  he  married  Hannah  Tyler, 
and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them : Will- 

iam, Erastus,  Hannah,  Elijah  and  Joseph,  Jr.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  a farmer,  as  was  his  father 
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before  him,  and  owned  a place  near  Stonington, 
where  he  died.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  for  his  services  he  enjoyed  a pen- 
sion up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whig,  and  at  various  times  during  his  busy 
life  he  held  different  minor  township  offices. 

Joseph  Ames,  Jr.,  the  youngest  in  the  family- 
above  mentioned,  was  born  in  Stonington,  Conn., 
October  28,  1790,  and  died  in  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  in  August,  1849.  When  twen- 
ty-one years  old  he  came  on  horseback  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn,  (the  animal  he  rode  being  his  own 
property),  and  during  the  three  years  following 
the  date  of  his  arrival  he  taught  school  in  the 
Wallenpaupack.  Here  he  met  and  married  Miss 
Gertrude  Schenck,  a native  of  Monmouth  county, 
N.  J.,  who  was  a daughter  of  Col.  John  H.  Schenck, 
a patriot  of  the  Revolution.  Col.  Schenck  was  born 
in  Monmouth  county,  N.  J.,  of  Holland  extraction, 
was  a man  of  considerable  wealth  and  no  little  in- 
fluence in  his  day,  and  raised  and  equipped  at  his 
own  expense  a regiment  which  he  commanded  in 
person.  The  struggle  for  independence  happily 
over,  he  retired  from  military  service,  and  once  more 
entered  the  arena  of  civil  life,  serving  also  in  vari- 
ous political  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  Soon  after 
his  marriage  Mr.  Ames  bought,  at  what  is  now 
Canaan  Corners,  125  acres  of  wild  land,  part  of 
which  he  cleared  and  improved,  and  for  many  years 
made  his  home  thereon.  This  farm  he  subsequently 
sold  to  Mr.  Starkweather,  and  then  bought  the  150- 
acre  tract  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  son 
Henry  C.,  and  which  was  also  wild  land  at  the  time 
of  purchase.  To  clear  and  improve  another  farm, 
at  his  time  of  life,  would  seem  a great  undertaking, 
but  nothing  daunted,  and  with  the  indomitable 
courage  and  pluck  characteristic  of  the  family,  he 
commenced  work,  and  lived  to  see  one  hundred  acres 
under  improvement,  and  a comfortable  house  to- 
gether with  commodious  outbuildings  erected.  Like 
His  father  before  him,  he  was  a Whig  in  politics. 
Socially  he  was  affiliated  with  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Beth- 
any Lodge. 

In  writing  the  biographies  of  men  of  such 
calibre  as  was  possessed  by  Joseph  Ames,  Jr.,  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  meet  with  such  striking  examples  of 
industry  and  integrity.  A particularly  noticeable 
trait  of  Mr.  Ames’  character,  generally  inherited 
by  his  children,  was  modesty.  He  was  of  a retir- 
ing disposition,  and  shrank  from  notoriety.  Any- 
thing like  ostentation  in  charity  he  studiously 
avoided.  Though  he  contributed  freely  to  worthy 
objects,  he  had  pronounced  views  on  the  subject  of 
giving,  and  was  careful  not  to  go  to  the  extreme  of 
indiscriminate  benevolence,  which  often  does  more 
harm  than  good. 

To  Joseph  Ames,  Jr.,  and  his  wife  were  born 
children  as  follows : ( 1 ) Erasmus  D.  died  in 

Somerset  county,  N.  J.,  in  1873;  he  married  Jane 
Clawson.  (2)  Nelson  W.  died  at  Mattoon,  111., 
in  1883;  he  married  Nancy  Hoadley.  (3)  Eliza 
H.  makes  her  home  in  Somerset,  N.  J. ; she  has 


been  twice  married,  first  time  to  A.  G.  Anderson, 
of  Dundee,  Scotland,  and  after  his  death,  at  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  she  wedded  William  Annon,  of  Lib- 
erty Corners,  Somerset  Co.,  N.  J.,  who  is  also  de- 
ceased. (4)  Caleb  T.  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  (5)  George  R.  is  a land  agent  and  farmer 
at  Moline,  Kans. ; he  married  (first)  Catherine  Mc- 
Clain, and  (second)  a Miss  Kuntz.  (6)  Clarissa 
Iv.  married  John  Clawson,  a retired  farmer  and  ex- 
merchant of  Somerville,  N.  J.  (7)  Henry  C.  is  a 
banker  and  farmer,  and  his  sketch  appears  else- 
where. (8)  Jacob  S.,  who  is  a wealthy  banker  at 
Hawley,  will  be  more  fully  spoken  of  farther  on. 
(9)  John  H.  is  a farmer  and  ex-merchant,  and  re- 
sides at  Hawley.  (10)  Reuben  T.,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere,  is  a farmer,  ex-banker  and  ex- 
merchant at  Hawley,  Penn. ; he  married  Ellen 
Thorpe,  (n)  Sarah  D.  is  the  widow  of  John  Stry- 
ker, who  was  killed  on  the  New  Jersey  Central  rail- 
road (on  which  he  was  employed)  at  Dunellen, 
New  Jersey. 

Jacob  S.  Ames,  merchant  and  banker,  Hawley. 
A history  of  the  growth  and  spread  of  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  Wayne  county  could  not  well  be 
written  without  containing  considerable  account  of 
the  enterprises  with  which  this  gentleman  has  so  long 
and  prominently  been  identified.  He  is  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  June  26,  1830,  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  he  passed  his  boyhood  on 
the  home  farm,  during  the  winter  months  attending 
the  district  school.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  with 
the  view  of  carving  out  for  himself  a competence 
and  a home,  he  began  work  for  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Canal  Co.,  for  the  daily  wages  of  eighty- 
one  cents.  After  some  nine  months  thus  employed 
he  went  to  Hawley,  where  he  was  engaged  on  the 
Gravity  railroad  until  its  completion.  For  three 
years  following  that  he  ran  a stationary  water- 
wheel for  drawing  the  car  up  the  inclined  plane  at 
Station  No.  15,  on  that  railroad,  and  for  the  next 
three  years  he  was  employed  to  run  the  stationary 
power  at  Hawley.  By  this  time,  by  economy  and 
prudence,  he  had  saved  from  "his  earnings  sufficient 
to  enable  him  to  embark  in  business  for  himself, 
and  for  five  years  he  engaged  in  buying  cattle  and 
sheep  in  Illinois,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  at  first 
driving  them  to  Eastern  markets,  but  subsequently 
shipping  them  by  rail  to  New  York  and  Boston. 
In  1861  he  gave  up  droving  and  opened  a general 
mercantile  house  at  Hawley,  in  which  he  continued 
until  the  spring  of  1886,  his  brother  R.  T.  entering 
into  partnership  with  him  in  1865,  and  two  years 
later  another  brother,  John  H.,  was  admitted  to 
the  firm.  The  last  named  withdrew  in  1882,  but 
the  business  was  still  carried  on  under  the  firm  style 
of  J.  S.  Ames  & Co.,  until  the  year  above  named 
when  the  property  was  divided  and  part  of  it  sold. 
The  firm  did  an  extensive  business  as  lumbermen, 
millers,  stockmen  and  farmers,  in  the  agricultural 
line  ranking  among  the  foremost  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  our  subject  is  still  the  owner  of  800  acres  of 
improved  land  in  Paupack  township.  In  1872  he 
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had  his  steam  gristmill  built  in  the  borough,  where 
the  farmers  in  the  surrounding  country  found  ready 
sale  for  their  grain,  or  had  it  prepared  for  home 
consumption.  Mr.  Ames  has  dealt  in  hay  and 
grain  for  over  thirty  years,  buying,  selling  and  bal- 
ing, and  during  the  past  year  paid  out  $11,000  for 
rye  straw  alone,  besides  purchasing  hay,  etc.  In 
1890  he  started  in  the  dairy  business  on  his  prop- 
erty in  Paupack  township,  where  he  operates  what 
is  known  as  the  Long  Pond  Creamery,  and  where 
he  keeps  a herd  of  100  fine  cows.  During  the  last 
two  years  he  has  raised  seven  tons  of  pork  there, 
as  well  as  many  head  of  cattle. 

On  July  28,  1885,  Mr.  Ames  established  a pri- 
vate bank  (the  first  of  any  bank  being  located  at 
Hawley),  which  he  is  still  conducting.  About  1870 
he  engaged  largely  in  the  lumber  business,  in  which 
he  has  had  extensive  interests  up  to  the  present  day ; 
rebuilt  one  steam  sawmill  and  one  water-power  saw- 
mill in  Paupack  township,  Wayne  county;  and  pur- 
chased large  tracts  of  timber  land  in  Palmyra,  Pau- 
pack, Lake  and  Salem  townships.  After  clearing- 
off  large  quantities  of  timber  and  manufacturing  it 
into  lumber,  he  sold  several  hundred  acres  of  this 
land  for  farming  purposes,  and  he  still  retains 
some  2,500  acres  to  himself,  500  of  which  are  in 
second  growth  pine  timber.  His  annual  sales  have 
averaged  three  million  feet  of  lumber,  which  has 
been  marketed  mostly  in  Philadelphia,  New  York 
and  Newark.  In  addition  to  all  these  enterprises 
Mr.  Ames  has,  for  about  twenty-five  years,  success- 
fully conducted  a blacksmithing  and  wagon-manu- 
facturing business. 

Mr.  Ames  was  married  October  26,  1854,  to 
Harriet  N.  Woodward,  of  Paupack  township, 
Wayne  county,  who  was  born  March  7,  1836. 
Their  children  are  Gaston  W.  Ames,  merchant  and 
banker;  Helen  Augusta,  born  in  1856,  died  in  1878; 
and  Hattie  Florine,  born  in  1875,  died  in  1880. 
Mrs.  Ames’  father,  Amzi  L.  Woodward  (born  in 
1806,  died  in  1878),  was  a resident  of  Paupack 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  was  a son  of  John 
Woodward,  of  Cherry  Ridge  township,  where  Enos 
Woodward  was  one  of  the  first  settlers.  Amzi  L. 
Woodward  was  a cousin  of  the  late  Judge  Wood- 
ward, of  Wilkes  Barre,  and  belonged  to  the  same 
family  as  the  late  Judges  Warren  J.  and  George 
W.  Woodward,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, whose  ancestors  were  also  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Cherry  Ridge  township.  Mrs.  Ames’ 
mother,  Irene  R.  (Kellam),  was  a native  of  Pau- 
pack settlement,  on  the  Wallenpaupack,  where  the 
family  settled  during  the  early  days  of  the  county. 
The  children  of  Amzi  L.  and  Irene  R.  Woodward 
were  Helen,  deceased;  Melissa,  wife  of  John  H. 
Ames,  of  Hawley;  Harriet  N.,  wife  of  Jacob  S. 
Ames,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Adelia ; Robert 
Bruce,  who  died  on  the  homestead  in  Paupack  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  February  ir,  1896;  Moses, 
deceased ; Ellen,  deceased ; and  Cassius  H.  Wood- 
ward, a leading  grocer  at  Hawley,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere.  Mrs.  Ames’  maternal  grand- 


father was  Moses  Kellam,  Esq.,  born  in  1792  and 
died  in  1862,  a prominent  and  esteemed  citizen, 
who  was  justice  of  the  peace  at  Paupack  settlement 
for  many  years,  and  county  surveyor. 

Nearly  the  whole  Ames  family  of  North  Ston- 
ington  remained  there  and  spent  their  lives  in  their 
native  place.  Hon.  E.  B.  Ames,  ex- judge  of  the 
courts  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  ex-minister  to 
Germany,  during  President  Pierce’s  administration, 
is  a cousin  of  Jacob  S.  Ames,  and  his  father  was 
William  Ames,  who  settled  in  Rockford,  111.  Judge 
E.  B.  Ames  was  the  law  partner,  at  Springfield,  111., 
of  Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  candidate  for  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  in  i860.  The  Ames 
family  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  are  of  the  same 
stock  as  the  late  Bishop  Ames,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  religious  persuasion  of 
the  family  generally  is  of  the  same  Church.  Jacob 
S.  Ames,  however,  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
denomination,  with  which  he  united  eighteen  years 
ago.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  F.  & A.  M.  at 
Hawley,  and  he  was  at  one  time  an  Odd  Fellow. 
His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  he  takes  no  part  in  its  workings  except 
as  a voter,  having  steadfastly  refused  office,  for 
which  the  demands  of  his  vast  and  varied  commer- 
cial affairs  leave  him  no  time. 

Mr.  Ames  has  given  to  Hawley  and  surround- 
ing country  more  enterprise  and  labor  to  those 
classes  depending  upon  work  for  a livelihood  than 
any  other  citizen  in  the  community,  and  his  success 
in  life  challenges  the  admiration  of  all.  Success 
always  does  so.  It  matters  not  whether  in  the  pro- 
fession of  law,  medicine  or  literature,  or  in  the 
theological  domain,  in  military  or  in  civil  life,  or  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  success  is  the  one  distinguisha- 
ble and  distinctive  characteristic  of  all  business 
transactions.  In  the  commercial  world,  alone, 
Jacob  S.  Ames  has,  in  his  sphere  of  labor  and 
activity,  distinguished  himself  as  an  active,  ener- 
getic business  man,  and  demonstrated  the  fact  that 
to  the  man  of  merit  belongs  the  full  measure  of 
success  and  worldly  prosperity.  In  conclusion  it 
may  also  truly  be  said  of  him  that  his  honorable 
purpose  in  life’s  work,  his  integrity  in  his  business, 
and  his  sterling  habits  bring  to  him  the  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him. 

HON.  BENJAMIN  S.  BENTLEY,  late  of 
Williamsport,  but  whose  earlier  professional  life 
was  passed  at  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  at  Cairo,  N.  Y.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  seminary  at  Hamilton,  N.  Y.  From  1833  to 
1836  he  was  principal  of  the  Montrose  (Penn.) 
Academy.  He  read  law  under  the  direction  of  the 
late  Judge  William  Jessup,  of  Montrose,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Susquehanna  court  in  1859, 
from  which  time,  until  1866,  he  was  engaged  in 
practice  at  Montrose,  winning  his  way  to  the  front 
in  the  profession.  In  1866  he  located  at  Williams- 
port. He  became  President  Judge,  by  appointment, 
of  Lycoming  county,  serving  for  a little  less  than  one 
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year.  From  1878  to  1880,  also  by  appointment, 
lie  was  President  Judge  of  Lackawanna  county.  The 
Judge  was  a gentleman  of  culture,  and  a bright 
lawyer.  Pie  was  affable,  kind  and  courteous,  and  a 
Christian  man.  “From  the  bench  he  administered 
the  law  with  authority,  and  we  all  remember  with 
what  firmness  and  impartiality  he  performed  his 
judicial  duties,  and  with  what  gentleness  he  ruled 
against  us  when  he  knew  he  was  wrong.  He  was 
a sound  lawyer,  a righteous  judge,  a kind  and  in- 
dulgent husband  and  father,  a warm  friend  and  a 
useful  citizen,  and  a good  man.”  Judge  Bentley 
died  at  Williamsport,  Penn.,  in  1:882. 

Judge  McCollum,  in  referring  to  lawyers  who 
were  at  the  Montrose  Bar,  when  he  came  to  it  in 
1858,  thus  spoke  of  Mr.  Bentley:  "His  popularity 
and  influence  with  our  juries  have  never  been  sur- 
passed by  anyone ; he  afterward  made  a creditable 
record  as  President  Judge  of  the  Lycoming  Dis- 
trict.” 

HON.  JACOB  IvLAER,  associate  judge  of 
Pike  county,  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his 
section,  being  prominent  alike  in  business  and  po- 
litical circles,  and  he  wields  an  influence  which  has 
long  been  a recognized  factor  on  the  side  of  progress. 

The  Judge  is  of  German  ancestry,  and  his  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Jacob  Klaer,  was  a wealthy  resi- 
dent of  the  Rhine  district  in  the  Fatherland,  owning 
a vineyard  on  the  banks  of  that  famous  river.  He 
fought  as  a soldier  under  Napoleon,  and  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 

Jacob  Klaer,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
Germany,  June  6,  1818,  and  came  to  America  in 
1840,  locating  first  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
operated  a file  factory  for  four  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  this  section,  purchasing  a farm  in  Ding- 
man  township,  Pike  county ; but  after  eight  years 
he  settled  in  Milford,  where  he  followed  the  wheel- 
wright's  trade  for  a time  in  Heller’s  wagon  shop. 
He  was  a skilled  mechanic,  and  before  coming  to 
Pike  county  was  engaged  in  Quimbv’s  coach  works, 
at  Newark,  N.  J.  In  1858  he  purchased  and  re- 
fitted an  old  woolen-mill  on  the  Sawkill,  which 
was  built  at  an  early  day  by  Judge  John  Biddis, 
and  in  it  he  conducted  a spoke  and  hub  establish- 
ment for  years.  He  prospered  in  business  and 
bought  the  grist-mill  adjoining,  which,  however, 
burned  down  in  October,  1867.  He  immediately 
rebuilt  it  on  a more  modern  plan,  and  it  is  known 
now  as  the  Sawkill  mill.  After  the  burning  down 
of  the  grist-mill  business  reverses  overtook  him. 
and  the  accumulations  of  his  untiring  industry  were 
swept  away.  He  died  December  31,  1889,  when  he 
was  seventy-one  years  and  seven  months  old,  his 
remains  being  interred  in  Milford  cemetery.  As  a 
citizen,  he  was  much  respected,  and  though  never 
an  office  seeker  he  was  an  influential  member  of  the 
local  Democratic  organization,  and  served  in  the 
first  council  of  the  borough  of  Milford. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  America  he  was  mar- 
ried in  New  York  City  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Huhn, 


who  was  born  in  Bavaria  in  January,  1818,  and  is 
now  living  with  a daughter  in  New  York.  She 
came  to  America  on  the  same  ship  as  did  her  future 
husband,  accompanied  by  her  parents,  John  and 
Anna  Huhn,  who  spent  their  last  years  in  New 
York  City.  Her  father  was  also  a soldier  under 
Napoleon,  was  wounded  at  Waterloo,  and  lay  on 
the  field  three  days.  Jacob  and  Anna  M.  Klaer  had 
the  following  children:  John  (deceased),  who  mar- 
ried Maria  Bull,  now  a resident  of  Stroudsburg; 
Caroline,  widow  of  J.  McNichol,  of  New  York; 
Jacob,  our  subject;  Mary  Louisa,  wife  of  Rev. 
Frank  Dickson,  a minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church ; Marian,  widow  of  Thomas  H.  Hawes, 
formerly  a hotel  keeper  in  New  York;  Louis,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six ; Charles,  foreman  of 
a spoke  factory  at  Eddyville,  Ivy.,  one  of  the  largest 
establishments  of  the  kind  in  America;  Henry  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Emily  L.  Smith;  and  Mag- 
gie, deceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  14,  1845,  'n 
Dingman  township.  Pike  county,  and  was  six  years 
old  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Mil- 
ford, where  he  received  a public-school  education. 
At  sixteen  he  began  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade 
with  G.  P.  Heller,  of  Milford,  but  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  war  brought  changes  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  he  returned  home  to  assist  his  father. 
When  twenty-seven  years  old  he  went  to  Bushkill, 
Monroe  county,  where  he  bought  and  operated  a 
spoke  factory  for  five  years ; this  was  his  first  busi- 
ness venture.  He  then  returned  to  Milford,  and 
purchased  his  father's  spoke  and  hub  factory  and 
gristmill,  which  he  continued  until  1897.  In  all  of 
his  enterprises  he  has  met  with'  uniform  success, 
and  he  has  accumulated  a fine  property.  In  1897 
he  purchased  the  Rose  farm,  a fine  estate  lying  in 
the  bottom  lands  along  the  Delaware  river,  and 
comprising  1,000  acres  of  some  of  the  finest  farm- 
ing soil  in  Pike  county.  His  sound  judgment  and 
public  spirit  have  made  him  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  and  at  various  times  he  has  been  a candi- 
date without  defeat  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He 
served  acceptably  as  school  director  over  twenty 
years,  also  served  on  the  town  council  a number  of 
terms  ; besides  one  term  as  chief  burgess  of  Mil- 
ford, also  one  terni  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in 
1896  he  was  elected  to  his  present  office,  that  of 
associate  judge. 

On  April  25,  1877,  Mr.  Klaer  was  married,  at 
Egypt  Mills,  Pike  county,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Nyce, 
and  five  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Fred 

Harlan,  born  February  7,  1878,  is  now  attending 
Amherst  College:  Linda  Nyce  is  at  home;  Mary  L. 
is  a student  in  the  Normal  school  at  Stroudsburg; 
and  Edna  M.  and  Henry  J.  are  at  home.  Mrs. 
Klaer  was  born  at  Egypt  Mills,  a daughter  of  Ja- 
cob Nvce,  a well-known  citizen  of  that  place,  who 
died  April  16,  1880;  her  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Linda  Peters,  now  resides  in  Strouds- 
burg. 
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LUKE  WHITTAKER,  a lifelong  farmer  and 
lumberman  of  this  section  of  Pike  county,  was  born 
February  19,  1836,  in  Delaware  township,  a son 
of  William  and  Mary  (Brierley)  Whittaker,  and  is 
of  English  descent. 

His  grandparents,  Rev.  John  and  Sarah  (Kase) 
Whittaker,  were  natives  of  “the  tight  little  isle,”  the 
former  born  May  25,  1766,  the  latter  June  4,  1764. 
They  came  to  America  in  the  year  1818,  locating  for 
a time  in  New  York  City,  where  Mrs.  Whittaker 
died  August  15,  same  year,  and  within  a short  time 
he  came  to  Pike  county,  taking  up  his  residence  in 
Delaware  township,  and  living  there  for  some  time. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  religious  movements  here, 
holding  church  services  in  the  basement  of  the  old 
academy  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  also  acting  as  Sunday- 
school  superintendent,  and  he  won  the  golden  opin- 
ions of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  becoming 
a most  prominent  and  esteemed  member  of  the  com- 
munity. He  finally  went  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where 
he  ended  his  days,  dying  in  1841,  and  his  remains 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Cedar  Grove,  that  State. 
He  and  his  wife  reared  a large  family  of  children, 
of  whom  we  give  a brief  record:  John,  Jr.,  born 
July  7,  1789,  died  in  infancy.  Jane,  born  June  3, 
1791,  died  September  12,  1818,  in  Pike  county, 
Penn.  William,  born  December  15,  1793,  died  in 
August,  i860.  James,  born  September  27,  1795,  is 
deceased.  Luke,  born  September  17,  1797,  died  in 
November,  1839,  in  Philadelphia.  John,  born  June 
30,  1799,  died  July  9,  1834.  Mary,  born  September 
11,  1800,  died  January  2,  1822.  James  (2),  born 
June  27,  1802,  died  July  21,  1831,  in  Pike  county. 
Thomas,  born  March  25,  1804,  and  Sarah,  born  De- 
cember 17,  1805,  are  also  deceased. 

William  Whittaker,  father  of  Luke  Whittaker, 
was  born  December  15,  1793,  in  Bernley,  England, 
and  was  there  married,  on  September  26,  1818,  to 
Miss  Mary  Brierley,  a native  of  the  same  place,  born 
September  22,  1802.  They  remained  in  their  native 
country  until  1830,  and  on  coming  to  America  lived 
for  a time  at  Cedar  Grove,  N.  J.,  thence  removing 
to  Pike  county  and  settling  in  Delaware  township, 
of  which  place  they  became  permanent  residents. 
Mr.  Whittaker  was  a farmer  and  lumberman  by  vo- 
cation. His  family  consisted  of  ten  children  (only 
three  of  whom  survive),  namely:  Sarah,  born  De- 
cember 18,  1819,  became  the  wife  of  William  Har- 
ker  : she  is  deceased.  John,  born  September  25,  1821, 
is  a retired  farmer;  he  was  twice  married,  (first)  to 
Miss  Jane  Drake,  and  (second)  to  Miss  Helen 
Decker,  of  Dingman  township.  Mary,  born  July  10, 
1824,  married  John  Layton,  and  died  in  March, 
1898.  Priscilla,  born  September  25,  1827,  is  the  de- 
ceased wife  of  Simeon  Rosencrans.  William,  born 
April  24,  1830,  married  Eliza  Hardin ; he  is  de- 
ceased. Martha  E.,  born  March  16,  1833,  married 
John  Walkus,  and  is  now  dead.  Luke  was  born 
February  19,  1836.  James,  born  February  9,  1837, 
died  unmarried.  Thomas,  born  in  1839,  married 
Nancy  Drake,  of  Dingman  township.  Harrison, 
born  in  1841,  died  in  1893  in  Michigan;  he  mar- 


ried Lillie  Drake.  The  father  and  mother  died  in 
August,  i860,  and  in  1841,  respectively,  and  they 
sleep  their  last  sleep  in  the  cemetery  in  Delaware 
township.  Mr.  Whittaker  was  a member  of  the  M. 
E.  Church ; politically  he  was  a Republican. 

Luke  Whittaker  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  township,  remaining  on 
the  old  homestead  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 
after  which  for  a time  he  worked  among  farmers. 
Then  for  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  lumbering, 
after  which  he  moved  to  a farm  owned  by  his  fa- 
ther, near  Silver  Lake,  carrying  on  same  for  five 
years.  During  the  next  five  years  he  was  engaged 
on  the  old  homestead,  following  which  he  rented  a 
farm,  adjoining,  which  he  continued  to  occupy  for 
seven  years,  thence  removing  to  another  rented 
farm,  which  he  resided  on  for  six  years;  he  also 
rented  a sawmill  for  six  years  and  conducted  same 
successfully.  For  the  seven  years  preceding  his  re- 
moval to  the  place  in  Porter  township,  which  he 
now  owns  and  occupies,  he  lived  on  a rented  farm 
on  Pine  Ridge,  in  Lehman  township.  Mr.  Whit- 
taker purchased  his  present  place,  a good  farm  of 
fifty-five  acres,  from  Warren  Cortright,  and  he  has 
since  made  his  home  here.  He  has  worked  hard  to 
beautify  and  improve  his  property,  which  is  located 
in  the  midst  of  a wilderness,  and  by  incessant  and 
persistent  toil  he  has  succeeded  in  raising  its  value 
materially,  for  he  is  a thoroughly  up-to-date  farmer 
and  a good  manager.  He  is  considered  one  of  the 
intelligent  and  valuable  citizens  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides,  and  he  is  well  and  favorably  known 
among  his  fellow  citizens  in  Porter  and  neighboring 
townships.  Mr.  Whittaker  has  not  taken  any  par- 
ticularly active  part  in  the  public  or  political  life 
of  the  neighborhood,  though  he  has  held  the  office 
of  school  director.  His  worthy  wife  has  had  no 
small  share  in  the  success  which  he  has  made,  for 
she,  too,  is  a tireless  worker,  and  she  shares  no  less 
in  the  esteem  and  regard  of  the  neighbors  and 
friends.  Mr.  Whittaker  has  made  two  trips  to  the 
old  family  home  in  England. 

On  May  19,  1858,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage,  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  with  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Bensley,  who  was  born  October  18,  1834,  in  Lehman 
township,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sallie  A.  (Clif- 
ford) Bensley,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  with 
six  children,  viz. : William  H.,  born  October  8, 
1859,  is  a lumberman  in  Sullivan  county,  Penn. ; he 
married  Maggie  Wagner.  Ella,  born  May  5,  1861, 
is  the  wife  of  Robert  Gurley,  of  New  York  City. 
•Romain,  born  August  13,  1864,  is  a resident  of 
Lehman  township;  he  married  Jennie  Schoonover. 
John  T.,  born  in  1863,  died  young.  Jennie  (de- 
ceased) was  the  wife  of  William  J.  Reinhart.  Ed- 
ward R.,  born  October  1,  1870,  is  a lumberman  in 
Sullivan  county,  and  is  unmarried.  Mr.  Whittaker 
is  a Republican  in  political  affiliation. 

JAMES  KUNKEL,  of  the  well  known  firm 
of  Kunkel  & Brother,  of  Kresgeville,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, is  a man  whose  enterprise  and  ability  have  won 
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for  him  a high  standing  in  business  circles.  For 
many  years  he  and  his  brother  have  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  lumbering,  farming  and  mercantile 
business,  and  have  also  operated  a gristmill,  their 
business  in  all  these  lines  being  constantly  extend- 
ing under  their  able  management. 

Mr.  Kunkel  was  born  August  17,  1843,  at  ^ie 
old  Kunkel  homestead  in  Polk  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  the  family  has  resided  for  over  150 
years.  His  grandfather,  John  George  Kunkel,  who 
came  from  Germany  about  1740,  was  the  first  set- 
tler at  Kresgeville,  and  a more  complete  account  of 
his  family  appears  elsewhere.  John  Kunkel,  our 
subject’s  father,  was  born  February  14,  1815,  at 
Kresgeville,  and  died  December  7,  1896.  He  was 
a successful  business  man,  and  was  influential  in 
local  affairs,  holding  various  offices  in  the  town- 
ship. He  married  Miss  Sarah  Ivresge  (a  member 
of  an  old  pioneer  family),  who  still  resides  at 
Kresgeville.  This  worthy  couple  had  ten  children : 
William,  James,  Jacob  (our  subject's  partner  in 
business),  George,  David,  Catherine  (Mrs.  Sebas- 
tine  Ivresge),  Sarah  (Mrs.  Mahlon  Serfass),  Mary 
Ann  (Mrs.  Reuben  Kunkel),  Ellen  (Mrs.  E.  P. 
Ivresge),  and  Emeline  (Mrs.  Jerome  Serfass). 

During  his  youth  our  subject  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  management  of  the  farm  under  his  fa- 
ther’s direction,  while  the  work  of  the  sawmill  and 
gristmill  on  the  estate  also  occupied  much  of  his 
time.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  was  hired  out 
by  his  father  to  work  around  a store,  continuing 
thus  some  two  years,  after  which  he  returned  home 
and  worked  in  the  gristmill,  learning  the  trade. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  purchased  the  gristmill, 
which  he  operated  alone  some  four  years,  and  later 
he  engaged  in  his  present  lines  of  business  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother.  Politically  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  he  has  been  chosen  to  various  offices  in 
his  locality,  having  served  one  year  as  road  master, 
three  years  as  school  director,  one  year  as  super- 
visor, and  two  years  as  overseer  of  the  poor.  He 
is  a leading  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at 
Kresgeville,  with  which  his  family  has  been  iden- 
tified for  many  years,  and  in  many  ways  he  has  man- 
ifested his  interests  in  the  work  of  the  denomina- 
tion. 

On  July  9,  1865,  Mr.  Kunkel  was  married  in 
Northampton  county,  by  Rev.  Eisenberger,  a min- 
ister of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Ivresge,  who  was  born  February  3,  1843, 
in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county.  Her 
parents,  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Brong)  Ivresge  (now 
deceased),  were  highly  esteemed  residents  of  that 
locality,  and  her  brother,  Timothy  Ivresge,  of  whom 
mention  is  made  elsewhere,  still  resides  there. 
Twelve  children  have  blessed  this  marriage:  Jen- 
nie T.,  born  Mav  24,  1867,  died  September  22,  1867 ; 
Edwin  T.,  born  September  16,  1869,  is  a well  known 
teacher  in  Chestnut  Hill  township;  Sarah  E.,  born 
September  28,  1869,  died  October  13,  1870;  How- 
ard, born  November  11,  1870,  is  attending  college 
at  Allentown,  Penn.;  Mary  E.,  born  March  26, 


1872,  died  September  16,  1873;  George  B.,  born 
July  9,  1873,  is  a graduate  of  the  East  Stroudsburg 
Normal  School,  and  is  a professor  of  music;  Eve 
Anna,  born  February  7,  1875,  *s  a successful  school 
teacher;  James  E.,  born  December  3,  1876,  died 
March  5,  1877;  Jeremiah  P>.,  born  January  9,  1878, 
is  teaching  school;  and  Katie  J.,  born  January  16, 
1880,  Lizzie  L.,  born  July  25,  1881,  and  Amelia, 
born  June  7,  1886,  are  all  at  home. 

REV.  ALBERT  L.  POST,  late  of  Montrose, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  there  in  1809,  son 
of  Isaac  Post.  He  was  educated  at  Union  College, 
then  read  law  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Judge 
William  Jessup,  at  Montrose,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  1833,  engaging  practice  for  some 
years.  He  served  as  deputy  attorney-general  of 
the  State  in  1836.  For  a period  following  1837  he 
published  the  Spectator , a paper  devoted  to  the  free- 
dom of  the  negro,  being  himself  a strong  Abolition- 
ist. Fie  not  only  wrote  and  talked  in  favor  of  the 
freedom  of  the  colored  man,  but  assisted  the  fugi- 
tives in  making  their  escape.  In  1841  he  was  or- 
dained to  the  Christian  ministry,  and  gave  much 
time  to  evangelistic  labors  in  connection  with  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  was  courageous  in  defending 
what  he  believed  to  be  right,  and  would  suffer  rather 
than  sacrifice  a principle.  He  was  ever  a great 
friend  to  the  oppressed,  and  seemed  to  live  for  the 
benefit  of  others.  He  married  a daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Williams,  an  early  settler  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, and  their  only  son  was  Isaac  J.  Rev.  Mr. 
Post  died  in  1887. 

Isaac  J.  Post,  son  of  Rev.  Albert  L.  Post, 
was  born  in  1837,  at  Montrose.  He  was  graduated 
from  Yale  College  in  i860,  read  law  with  William 
and  William  H.  Jessup,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  1862.  He  served  one  year  in  the  Lhiion  army 
during  the  Civil  war,  then  for  a time  held  a position 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C., 
resigning  which  he  located  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  and 
there  practiced  his  profession,  first  with  Alfred 
Hand,  and  later  with  Judge  William  H.  Jessup,  his 
preceptor.  He  was  a lawyer  of  ability  and  merit, 
well  read,  a close  student,  possessed  a classical  mind, 
and  as  a real-estate  lawyer  was  second  to  none  of 
the  lawyers  then  at  the  Lackawanna  Bar.  He  was 
a man  of  candor  and  integrity,  which  aided  him  In 
gaining  a large  clientage  among  the  business  men 
in  his  section  of  the  State,  and  possessed  a genial 
and  happy  disposition  which  won  him  hosts  of 
friends.  "He  was  a close  observer  of  scientific 
progress.  In  1868  he  married  Elvia  Blake  Todd. 
He  died  at  Montrose  in  1885. 

RICHARD  W.  HOFFMAN  is  one  of  the 
most  esteemed  citizens  of  Dingman  township,  Pike 
county,  and  for  many  years  he  was  prominently 
identified  with  its  agricultural  interests.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  not  actively  engaged  in  business,  but  a 
good  judge  of  human  nature  will  observe  under  his 
habitual  quiet  and  unassuming  manner  the  reserve 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


267 


force  which  indicates  both  ability  and  energy.  He 
is  now  living  retired  with  his  son  John  M.  on  the 
old  homestead,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former 
toil. 

Mr.  Hoffman  was  born  in  Montague,  Sussex 
Co.,  N.  J.,  April  6,  1814,  a son  of  Zachariah  W.  and 
Hannah  (Dennis)  Hoffman,  natives  of  Kingston, 
N.  Y.,  and  New  Jersey,  respectively.  During  boy- 
hood the  father  removed  to  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
with  his  parents,  Zachariah  and  Ann  (Dewitt)  Hoff- 
man, of  old  Shokan,  N.  Y.  Our  subject’s  great- 
grandfather, Jacob  Hoffman,  was  a native  of  Hol- 
land, and  the  founder  of  the  family  in  this  coun- 
try. He  served  as  baggage  master  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject  were  Anthony  and  Rachel  (Van  Sickle) 
Dennis,  the  former  a native  of  Germany,  the  latter 
of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  He  came  to  America  dur- 
ing boyhood  with  his  parents.  Zachariah  Hoffman, 
Jr.,  our  subject’s  father,  died  in  1861.  aged  eighty- 
three  years,  his  wife  in  1878,  aged  seventy-nine, 
and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Salem,  N.  J.  Their 
children  were : Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  Sarah,  who  married  Louis  Van  Sickle,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six;  Levi,  who  married 
Phcebe  Mathews,  and  died  in  1859;  Stephen,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months ; Rosanna,  who 
married  James  Brink,  and  died  in  1850;  Catherine, 
who  married  Jacob  Brink,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-one  years;  Richard  W.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Lydia,  who  married  Jerome  B.  Gilson,  and 
died  in  1896;  Ann,  who  is  the  widow  of  Squire 
Northrup,  and  is  living  in  Bradford  county,  Penn., 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years ; and  Ira  D.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one. 

Richard  W.  Hoffman  came  to  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  in  1840,  and  located  upon  what  is  known  as 
Newmans  Hill,  which,  nowever,  he  sold  and  then 
purchased  the  farm  which  he  has  since  sold  to  his 
son  John,  and  resides  with  him.  He  has  taken  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  has 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  fifteen  years,  has 
filled  all  of  the  township  offices,  and  for  three  years 
was  a county  commissioner,  during  which  time  the 
court  house  was  erected  at  Milford.  In  political 
sentiment  he  is  a Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith 
a Universalist.  Although  eighty-four  years  of  age, 
he  retains  his  mental  and  physical  vigor  scarcely  un- 
impaired, possesses  an  excellent  memory,  and  is 
well  versed  on  the  leading  questions  and  issues  of 
the  day. 

In  Ulster  county,  N.  Y..  in  1839,  Mr.  Hoff- 
man married  Miss  Sarah  Casterlane,  who  was  born 
in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  in  November,  1814,  and 
died  in  1847,  being  buried  at  Mt.  Salem,  N.  J.  Her 
parents,  John  and  Charlotte  (Meadow)  Caster- 
lane,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Sussex  county,  N. 
J.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman 
were  Margarett  Ann,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
years ; John  M.,  who  is  mentioned  below ; Sarah 
J.,  wife  of  George  W.  Chamberland,  a farmer  of 
Lehman  township,  Pike  county ; and  Richard  J., 


who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Hoffman  married  Mrs.  Joanna  (Smith) 
lutton,  who  died  at  Matamoras,  Penn.,  in  June, 
1878.  The  only  child  born  of  this  union  was  Mary, 
who  wedded  James  Ouintro,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty  years. 

John  M.  Hoffman,  a well-known  and  promi- 
nent agriculturist  of  Dingman  township,  was  born 
on  what  is  known  as  Newmans  Hill  February  14, 
1842.  In  1863  he  purchased  the  farm  he  now  lives 
on,  and  also  the  property  known  as  the  Alfred 
Hazen  property,  ancj  another  farm  known  as  the 
James  Hazen  property.  John  M.  Hoffman  married 
Martha  C.  Cole,  June  13,  1866,  and  from  their  union 
there  are  four  children : Richard  J.,  Mary,  John  A. 
and  Ira  D.  John  M.  Hoffman  married  Julia  A. 
Predmore  June  5,  1882,  and  from  their  union  there 
is  one  daughter,  Marian.  Fraternally  Mr.  Hoff- 
man is  a Master  Mason,  and  politically  is  a Demo- 
crat. Like  his  father  he  has  ever  taken  a prominent 
part  in  public  affairs,  has  been  honored  with  nearly 
all  of  the  township  offices,  and  in  1886  was  elected 
sheriff  of  Pike  county,  a position  he  filled  for  three 
years  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  his  constituents. 

EDWARD  B.  SCOTT,  a well-known  and 
honored  citizen  of  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  traces  his  ancestry  back  through 
several  generations  to  Thomas  Scott,  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  a pio- 
neer settler  of  that  section.  In  his  family  were 
three  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters. 

Edmund  Scott,  the  son,  was  made  a freeman 
at  Farrington,  Conn.,  in  1669,  and  became  one  of 
the  proprietors  of  that  place  in  1672.  He  died  be- 
tween January  21  and  June  2,  1690.  He  married 
Sarah  Porter,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children. 
One  of  these,  George  Scott,  wedded  Mary  Richards, 
and  they  too  became  the  parents  of  nine  children. 
Their  son,  Obadiah  Scott,  married  Hannah  Buck, 
and  of  their  children,  Zebulon  Scott  married  Eliza- 
beth Warner.  This  worthy  couple  were  the  great- 
grandparents  of  our  subject.  The  grandfather, 
Simon  Scott,  married  Lucy  Hickox,  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of 
birth  are  as  follows:  Jennie,  November  21,  17751 
Joel,  May  15,  1777;  Prue,  October  4,  1778;  Eliza- 
beth, March  19,  1780;  Daniel,  March  7,  1782;  Mark, 
September  30,  1783:  Titus,  September  7,  1785; 
Jesse,  June  10,  1787;  Prudence,  March  7,  1789;  and 
Linus  W.,  March  27,  1791. 

Jesse  Scott,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  near 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  June  10,  1787,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  that  State  to  Miss  Susan  Downs,  who  was 
born  January  7,  1793,  and  died  March  25,  i860, 
his  death  occurred  October  22,  1873.  Some  years 
after  his  marriage  he  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  located  in  Springville  township  when 
it  was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness.  With  his 
brother,  he  purchased  100  acres,  built  a log  house 
thereon,  and  made  his  home  there  for  many  years. 
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Later  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Springville, 
where  he  purchased  property  and  engaged  in  black- 
smithing,  which  trade  he  followed  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  The  house  he  erected  there 
in  1833  is  still  in  a good  state  of  preservation.  He 
was  a supporter  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  both  he  and  the  mother  of  our 
subject  were  consistent  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  children  born  to  them  were  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Ira,  born  March  15,  1812,  died  in  Kent 
county,  Del.,  February  2,  1883.  He  first  married 
Emily  E.  Parish,  who  died  in  Springville,  Penn., 
March  25,  1866,  leaving  two  sons  and  one  daughter, 
but  one  of  the  sons,  Jesse,  died  in  February,  1875. 
He  was  again  married,  in  April,  1870,  his  second 
wife  being  Margaret  IT  France,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son.  (2)  Ursilla,  horn  May  16,  1814,  died 
June  7,  1838.  (3)  Spencer,  born  July  9,  1817,  was 

married,  July  T9,  1843,  to  Susan  M.  Mason,  who 
died  June  15,  1867,  and  their  daughter  Susan  died 
May  6,  1882.  He  died  in  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  September,  1894,  leaving  a 
daughter  who  now  resides  in  Chicago,  111.  (4) 

David,  born  January  22,  1822,  is  now  a farmer  of 
Kent  county,  Del.  He  was  married,  January  31, 
1854,  to  Eliza  Jane  Johnson,  and  has  two  sons.  (5) 
Albert  L.,  born  April  22,  1825,  is  now  in  the  com- 
missioner's office  in  New  York.  He  was  married, 
July  20,  1852,  to  Ella  T.  Coyle,  who  died  May  12, 
1882,  leaving  one  son  and  three  daughters.  (6) 
Julius,  born  October  15,  1827,  was  a speculator 
and  hotelman  of  Kent  county,  Del.,  where  he  died  in 
1891.  He  was  first  married  July  9,  1861,  to  Frances 
A.  Porter,  who  died  November  8,  1863,  and  on 
July  18,  1866,  he  wedded  Asula  Baldwin.  (7) 
Edward  B.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of 
birth.  (8)  One  child,  born  October  7,  1835,  died  ’n 
'infancy.  The  father  of  this  family  was  again  mar- 
ried, April  2,  1865,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mrs.  Maria  Root,  who  died  November  4,  1873. 

Edward  B.  Scott,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Springville  townshio.  March 
23,  1830,  and  during  his  boyhood  and  youth  was 
given  the  advantages  of  a good  common-school  edu- 
cation. For  several  years  he  operated  his  father's 
farm  on  shares,  and  on  leaving  the  parental  roof  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  purchased  a farm  in 
Springville  township,  and  embarked  In  general 
farming  on  his  own  account.  There  he  was  mar- 
ried January  5,'  1854,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Stephens, 
a daughter  of  Philander  and  Myra  (Thatcher) 
Stephens.  Mrs.  Scott  died  June  4,  1889,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-four  years.  Of  this  union  one  son  was 
born,  Almon  S.,  whose  birth  occurred  Tune  23, 
1858.  He  is  now  living  in  Wilseyville,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
engaged  in  the  creamery  business.  He  first  married 
Grace  Dickinson,  who  died  February  18,  1894,  leav- 
ing one  child,  Walter  Clinton,  born  in  October, 
1884.  For  his  second  wife  Almon  S.  Scott  married 
May  Goodwin,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1898.  Our  subject  was  again 
married  October  19,  1894,  his  second  union  being 


with  Mrs.  Amanda  (Clark)  Kresge,  a daughter  of 
John  G.  and  SuSan  Jane  (Hunter)  Clark,  both  na- 
tives of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  The  father  was  born 
in  1812,  and  died  January  17,  1894,  while  the  moth- 
er was  born  in  1813  and  died  in  April,  1896.  Soon 
after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  removed 
to  Falls  township,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
followed  farming.  In  their  family  were  twelve 
children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters : Samuel  and 
Leonard,  both  deceased  ; William  ; Amanda,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Solomon  and  Jennie,  both  deceased; 
Elizabeth;  Henrietta;  John;  Rebecca;  Ella;  and 
Russell. 

Almost  the  entire  life  of  Mr.  Scott  has  been 
passed  in  Springville  township,  but  he  spent  one 
year  in  the  turpentine  woods  of  North  Carolina, 
and  about  the  same  length  of  time  in  a store  in 
Petersburg,  Ya.  Returning  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  he  has  carried  on  the  butcher  business  in 
the  village  of  Springville  and  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  cider  making  in  Springville  township, 
operating’  a cider-mill  that  he  has  conducted  for 
thirty-six  years.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a fine 
farm  of  sixtv-three  acres,  a part  of  his  original  pur- 
chase. He  is  a stalwart  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  its  principles,  and  has  most  efficiently 
filled  the  offices  of  constable,  collector  two  years, 
and  treasurer  of  the  school  board.  Socially  he  is  a 
charter  member  of  Maple  Lodge  No.  992,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  Rebecca 
Lodge  No.  187,  Vesta  Degree,  of  Springville. 
They  are  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  have  a 
host  of  warm  friends  in  the  community  where  they 
make  their  home. 

HON.  GEORGE  P.  HELLER,  deceased. 
The  Heller  family,  which  has  long  been  prominent 
in  this  section,  is  of  German  origin,  and  its  mem- 
bers in  every  generation  have  shown  the  sterling 
qualities  of  character  which  distinguish  that  race. 
The  subject  of  this  memoir,  formerly  a leading 
citizen  of  Milford,  Pike  county,  was  of  the  sixth 
generation  in  this  country,  being  a descendant  of 
Christopher  Heller,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1688.  He  came  to  America  in  1738,  arriving  on 
September  5th  of  that  year  in  the  ship  “Winter 
Galley,”  Edward  Payntor,  master,  from  Rotterdam, 
last  from  Deal.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  entire 
family,  six  sons,  and  settled  in  Northampton  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  making  his  home  in  Lower  Saucon  town- 
ship. He  died  in  1778. 

II.  Simon  Heller,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent which  we  are  now  tracing,  was  born  June  18, 
1721,  at  Petersheim,  Germany,  in  the  Palatinate. 
He  became  a prominent  and  influential  citizen  of 
his  day,  his  name  appearing  in  the  Pennsylvania 
archives,  second  series.  He  and  his  wife  Louise 
had  sixteen  children.  Simon  Heller  died  May  20, 

1783- 

III.  John  Heller,  son  of  Simon  II,,  was  born 

October  29,  1756,  in  Northampton  county,  and 

served  as  a member  of  the  Third  Pennsvlvania 
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Regiment  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  under 
Capt.  Lenox  and  Col.  McGaw.  In  early  manhood 
he  removed  to  Bushkill,  Pike  county,  where  he  ac- 
quired a large  property,  and  for  some  years  con- 
ducted a hotel.  In  1812  he  removed  to  Wayne 
county,  and  later  to  Richland  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  purchased  1,600  acres  of  land.  He  died  in  that 
State.  [The  date  of  his  decease  is  not  known,  but 
he  was  living  as  late  as  February  26,  1833.  | He 
married  Susan  Hammond,  and  had  nine  sons  and 
five  daughters. 

IV.  John  Heller,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  November  25,  1786,  in  Northampton 
county,  it  is  believed,  and  for  some  years  resided  at 
Bushkill.  Thence  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and,  later, 
to  Illinois,  dying  near  Cuba,  Fulton  county,  that 
State,  on  November  30,  1863.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  John  M.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  the  only  child  born  to  the  first 
union. 

V.  John  M.  Heller,  the  father  of  our  subject, 

was  born  at  Bushkill,  November  11,  1806,  and  died 
at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  March  3,  1857.  He  was  a 
leading  citizen,  active  in  political  affairs,  being 
frequently  chosen  to  important  offices  in  Pike  coun- 
ty, and  was  elected  sheriff  in  1838,  and  county  treas- 
urer in  1849.  Mr.  Heller  was  possessed  of  good 
business  capacity  and  indomitable  will,  was  a man 
of  strict  integrity,  and  could  rise  superior  to  busi- 
ness calamities  and  discouragements  that  would 
dishearten  most  men.  He  had  the  first  wheel- 
wright’s shop  in  Milford,  and  later,  unaided  and 
alone,  he  embarked  in  the  wagon-manufacturing 
business  at  Bushkill  and  Milford,  Penn.,  and  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  where  he  settled  in  1852.  He 
was  very  successful  in  business  and  one  of  the  best 
of  men.  On  January  21,  1827,  he  married  Mar- 
garet Winfield,  who  died  October  26,  1832,  aged 
twenty-seven  years.  She  was  a daughter  of  Abra- 
ham Winfield,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  a lineal 
descendant  of  Robert  De  Wingfield,  of  the  Manor 
of  Wingfield,  Letheringham,  County  of  Suffolk, 
England,  1087.  Four  children  were  born  of  this 
union.  George  P.,  our  subject;  Harvey  R-,  born 
in  1830,  who  was  drowned  December  25,  1852,  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  the  ship  “Three  Bells” ; 
John  W.  and  Margaret  (twins),  born  in  1832,  of 
whom  the  former  married  Delila  Danly,  and  the 
latter  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  fifty.  By  a 
second  marriage,  to  Nancy  Newman,  John  M.  Hel- 
ler had  four  sons : Ira  B.  N.,  deceased ; Martin 

V.,  a resident  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Thomas  A., 
living  at  Salamanca,  N.  Y.,  and  Isaac  L.,  deceased. 

VI.  George  P.  Heller,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  at  Milford,  August  22,  1828,  and 
when  a mere  child  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Bushkill,  Penn.,  remaining  there  until  he  was  about 
thirteen  years  old,  when  the  family  returned  to  Mil- 
ford. There  he  made  his  home  continuously  until 
the  close  of  his  life.  In  1852,  when  the  family  re- 
moved to  Port  Jervis,  he  took  absolute  charge  of 
the  carriage,  wagon  and  sleigh  manufacturing  busi- 


ness at  Milford  formerly  owned  by  his  father,  oper- 
ating the  factory  on  Vandermark  creek,  which  he 
continued  to  manage  until  1865.  He  was  success- 
ful as  a business  man,  but  did  not  have  a large 
fortune,  as  he  was  too  liberal  to  accumulate  much. 
Like  all  of  his  family,  he  took  an  intelligent  interest 
in  public  questions,  and  from  his  early  years  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  political  life  of  his  section, 
joining  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  a shrewd 
and  active  political  worker,  a power  in  the  county, 
and  at  times  held  important  offices.  In  1865  he 
aspired  to  the  associate  judgeship,  was  elected,  and 
had  he  survived  until  the  fall  of  1881  would  have 
completed  fifteen  years  of  service  in  that  capacity. 
He  filled  the  position  with  the  utmost  satisfaction, 
and  was  considered  one  of  the  ablest  associate 
judges  on  the  Bench  in  Northern  Pennsylvania. 
At  one  time  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
was  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed  as  a right- 
eous judge  and  an  honest  man,  and  had  an  exten- 
sive acquaintance  among  the  prominent  men  of  his 
day.  He  was  a cousin  of  Gov.  William  Bross,  of 
Illinois.  Socially  he  was  identified  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  being  an  active  member  of  Milford 
Lodge  No.  344,  F.  & A.  M.,  also  of  Corinthian 
Chapter  No.  169,  of  New  York  City,  and  his  widow 
now  treasures  as  a relic  a Masonic  emblem  formerly 
worn  by  him.  It  was  presented  to  him  by  Max 
Somerville,  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  center  is  a 
piece  of  marble  taken  from  King  Solomon’s  temple. 
Judge  Heller  died  at  Milford  May  10,  1881,  uni- 
versally respected,  and  his  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  that  place.  On  March  2,  1852, 
he  was  married  at  Milford  to  Miss  Helen  Eliza- 
beth Wallace,  who  survives  him,  and  of  this  union 
eight  children  were  born.  John  W.,  residing  in 
Chicago,  111.,  married  Miss  Alice  Marquiss,  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  1884,  and  they  have  two  children,  Wal- 
lace M.  and  Edmund  G. ; Margaret  E.  was  married 
in  1876  to  Otto  Pelz,  of  Long  Branch,  N.  Y.,  a 
recorder  of  sales  for  Fields,  Chapman  & Co.,  and 
they  have  four  children,  George  V.,  Reginald  H., 
Blanch  B.,  and  Margaret ; Mary  E.  died  December 
13,  1857;  George  D.  died  September  10,  1859; 
Tames  Harvey  married  Janie  Clark,  and  they  have 
had  three  children,  George  B.,  Helen  and  Wilmer 
C. ; Helen  married  J.  N.  Lanchantin,  a bookkeeper 
in  New  York,  and  has  two  children,  Helen  G.  and 
Edna  M. ; William  B.,  a salesman  in  New  York, 
married  Miss  Lillian  May  Harris,  and  they  have 
two  children,  William  and  Robert  McKoon ; and 
Bessie  D.  is  the  wife  of  Warren  Choi,  of  Milford, 
and  has  two  children,  Maria  R.  and  Margaret  L. 

Mrs.  Heller,  who  is  a lady  of  fine  mental  and 
social  gifts,  was  born  at  Milford,  November  25, 
1834,  and  now  resides  in  the  home  where  her  father, 
Tohn  H.  Wallace,  was  born,  and  in  which  he  lived 
and  died.  Her  great-grandfather,  William  Wal- 
lace was  born,  it  is  supposed,  in  Scotland,  whence 
at  an  earlv  day  he  emigrated  to  America,  settling 
in  Cecil  county,  Md.  He  married  Mary  Crawford, 
and  they  had  six  children,  namely:  John,  James, 


270 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


William,  Robert,  Mary  and  Jane,  of  whom  Robert 
settled  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.;  James  in  Milford, 
Penn.;  and  John,  William,  Mary  and  Jane  in 
Orange  county,  New  York, 

James  Wallace,  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Crawford)  Wallace,  was  born  in  1774,  and  at  an 
an  early  date  came  from  Maryland  to  Milford, 
Penn.,  where  he  commenced  mercantile  life,  open- 
ing a store.  He  was  an  enterprising  man,  and  by 
strict  integrity  and  fair  dealing  gained  a good  trade, 
and  became  a wealthy  man  for  his  day.  He  was 
elected  the  first  superintendent  of  the  Presbyterian 
Sunday-school  organized  in  Milford  in  1823,  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  and  a ruling  elder  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  organized  in  1825. 
Throughout  his  life  he  was  one  of  its  main  pillars, 
and  his  house  was  a regular  home  for  the  itinerant 
ministers  of  the  early  day.  He  never  ceased  to  be 
kind  to  the  poor  and  the  wayfarer,  and  was  a good 
citizen  and  a truly  good  man.  He  was  noted  for  his 
generosity,  and  so  strict  was  his  regard  for  the  Sab- 
bath that  he  would  entertain  strangers  in  his  own 
house,  free  of  charge  from  Saturday  to  Monday, 
or  pay  their  bills  at  the  village  hotel,  rather  than 
let  them  travel  on  that  day.  He  was  a resident  of 
Milford  October  4,  1806,  as  he  voted  at  a general 
election  held  that  day.  He  was  postmaster  for  sev- 
eral years,  treasurer  of  Pike  county  from  1823  to 
1825,  and  county  commissioner  from  1828  to  1831, 
inclusive. 

On  February  26,  1804,  James  Wallace  married 
Elizabeth  DeAerts  Smith,  daughter  of  Doctor 
Smith,  of  Smithfield,  and  they  had  seven  children : 
John  H. ; Amanda,  who  married  James  Phillips ; 
James  S.,  who  married  Helen  Amanda  Wells ; Ma- 
tilda, who  married  (first)  Benjamin  Alden  Bid- 
lack,  and  (second)  Charles  S.  Miner,  the  historian 
of  the  Wyoming  Valley;  William,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years;  Francis  B.,  who  married  Mar- 
garet Beeler;  and  Helen  M.,  who  married  John  T. 
Cross.  The  father  of  this  family  passed  away  Oc- 
tober 13,  1846,  at  Milford. 

Elizabeth  (DeAerts)  Smith  Wallace  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Francis  Joseph  Smith,  or  Josephus 
Jacobus  DeAerts,  eldest  son  of  Jean  Baptiste  De- 
Aerts, Lord  of  Opclorp  and  Immerseele.  He  was 
born  in  Brussels,  the  capital  city  of  the  Austrian 
Netherlands.  He  changed  his  name  in  1777,  when 
he  arrived  in  America,  and  by  a special  act  of  Con- 
gress was  appointed  an  officer  in  the  American 
army.  Mrs.  Wallace  was  also  a granddaughter  of 
Garret  Brodhead,  who  served  first  as  a private  and 
afterward  as  a sergeant  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
And  she  was  fifth  in  descent  from  Capt.  Daniel 
Brodhead,  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  who  was  an 
officer  in  the  army  of  King  Charles  II,  and  accom- 
panied the  expedition  under  Col.  Sir  Richard  Nic- 
olls,  which  was  sent  out  from  England  by  the  Duke 
of  York  in  1664.  He  settled  in  Kingston,  Ulster 
Co.,  N.  Y.  (then  known  as  the  Esopus),  and  was 
appointed  commander-in-chief  of  the  military 
forces  at  that  place  September  14,  1665. 


John  Id.  Wallace,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
DeAerts  (Smith)  Wallace,  was  born  October  3, 
1805,  at  Milford,  Penn.  He  was  a man  of  great 
energy  and  enterprise,  possessed  of  good  common 
sense,  and  much  native  force  of  character,  and  com- 
manded the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived.  He  was  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years,  and  was  one 
of  its  chief  financial  supporters.  He  was  a noble 
man  in  every  way,  and  an  example  of  all  that  was 
dignified  and  good  in  human  character.  By  his  hon- 
esty and  integrity  in  business  dealings,  he  accumu- 
lated much  wealth  and  a standing  which  few  men 
attain.  He  was  related  to  the  Wallaces  of  Phila- 
delphia, Penn.,  and  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
family  has  always  been  largely  identified  with  the 
progressive  and  social  affairs  of  the  places  in  which 
they  have  lived.  John  H.  Wallace  was  thrice  mar- 
ried, (first)  to  Miss  Adelaide  Grier,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  deceased  in  infancy.  On  January  2,  1834, 
he  married  (second)  Emeline  Dildine,  and  to  this 
union  came  three  children,  of  whom  Helen  E.,  the 
eldest,  married  Judge  George  P.  Heller;  James  was 
born  November  1836,  and  died  in  1850;  Emeline 
died  in  early  infancy.  For  his  third  wife  he  married, 
January  2,  1840,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dildine  Freese,  a 
sister  of  his  second  wife,  and  widow  of  Abraham 
Freese.  She  was  born  August  1,  1801,  the  daughter 
of  Abram  Dildine,  a native  of  Scotland,  and  died  in 
October,  1891.  John  C.  Wallace,  mentioned  below, 
was  the  only  child  born  of  the  last  union.  John 
H.  Wallace  passed  away  at  Milford,  Penn.,  Janu- 
ary 1,  1872.  Emeline  (Dildine)  Wallace,  the  second 
wife  of  John  H.  Wallace,  descended  from  the  Budd, 
Ogden  and  Shotwell  families.  John  Budd,  one  of 
her  ancestors,  was  a planter  in  Rhode  Island,  in 
1638.  The  progenitors  of  the  Ogden  and  Shotwell 
families  are  too  well  known  to  require  special  men- 
tion herein. 

John  C.  Wallace  was  born  at  Milford,  October 
ii,  1840,  and  in  1864  became  a partner  in  his  fa- 
ther’s business.  At  the  death  of  his  father  he  was 
made  administrator  of  the  estate,  and  he  has  con- 
tinued to  conduct  the  store  and  the  farm  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  being  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  the  village.  In  1875  he  built  a new  brick  store, 
but  in  1878  he  sold  out  to  H.  S.  Mott  and  retired  on 
account  of  ill  health.  At  present  he  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Milford  Water  Co.,  which  was  organized  in 
1 875  with  a capital  of  $18,000.  He  has  always  been 
active  in  local  affairs,  and  was  the  first  chief  burgess 
of  Milford  after  the  incorporation  of  the  village. 
Since  the  age  of  nineteen  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  holds 
the  office  of  elder.  On  March  2,  1864,  he  was  mar- 
ried at  Milford  to  Miss  Bella  K.  Quick,  and  his  only 
son,  Albert  O.,  who  was  employed  for  a time  in  the 
Philadelphia  Custom  House,  now  resides  at  home, 
and  assists  in  the  management  of  the  business.  Mrs. 
Bella  K.  Wallace  was  born  in  Milford  May  21,  1844, 
a daughter  of  Emanuel  and  Catherine  (Pennis) 
Quick,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  settled  in  Pike 
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county  early  in  life.  His  father  died  in  February, 
1S80,  aged  sixty-five,  and  her  mother  now  resides 
in  Milford.  This  worthy  couple  had  three  children : 
Edgar,  a resident  of  Leadville,  Colo. ; Albert,  of 
Caldwell,  Ivans. ; and  Della  Iv.,  Mrs.  Wallace. 

JAMES  HARVEY  HELLER,  commissioner 
of  Pike  county,  is  one  of  Milford’s  most  prominent 
citizens.  He  was  born  September  5,  i860,  at  the 
old  homestead  on  Vandemark  creek,  at  Milford, 
and  is  a son  of  Hon.  George  P.  Heller  and  his 
wife  Helen  E.  (Wallace),  whose  biography  ap- 
pears above.  On  leaving  home,  in  1883,  he  set- 
tled upon  a farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware 
river,  in  Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  where 
he  remained  twelve  years. 

During  this  time  Mr.  Heller  was  active  and 
influential  in  local  politics,  being  a leading  worker 
in  the  Democratic  organization,  and  he  served  in 
nearly  all  the  township  offices.  In  November, 
1893,  he  was  elected  county  commissioner,  and  in 
1896  he  was  again  chosen  to  that  office  for  the  term 
of  three  years.  Since  1895  he  has  made  his  home  in 
Milford.  He  and  his  family  are  prominent  in  the 
best  social  circles  of  the  village,  and  he  is  an  active 
member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Vandermark  Lodge,  No. 
S28. 

On  November  7,  1883,  Mr.  Heller  was  mar- 
ried, at  Hainesville,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  Janie  M.  Clark, 
and  three  children  brighten  their  home : George 

B.,  Helen  E.,  and  Wilmer  C. 

EUGENE  O.  BOILLOTAT,  the  well-known 
and  popular  proprietor  of  the  “Silver  Spring 
House,”  located  on  the  Raymondskill  road  three 
miles  from  Milford,  Pike  county,  is  a native 
of  Switzerland,  born  at  Sanquart,  May  12, 
1859.  His  parents,  Eugene  and  Pauline  (Voucher) 
Boillotat,  never  left  that  country,  where  the  father, 
who  was  born  in  1828,  is  still  engaged  in  watch 
making.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in  1863, 
at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  In  their  family  were 
the  following  children:  James  is  a lithographer  in 
Paris,  France,  and  is  married;  Eliza  is  the  deceased 
wife  of  Melcho  Cursh;  John  married  a Mrs.  Mason, 
and  is  employed  in  a watchcase  manufactory  in 
Switzerland ; Leon'ie,  Leah  and  Rochelle  are  all  liv- 
ing in  Paris,  France;  and  Eugene  O.  completes 
the  family. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  our  subject  entered  a 
watchcase  factory  in  his  native  land,  where  he  was 
■employed  as  an  engraver  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, when  he  decided  to  come  to  America,  and 
try  His  fortune  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He 
first  worked  at  his  trade  in  Newport,  Ivy.,  for  three 
months,  and  then  was  similarly  employed  in  New 
York  City  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
came  to  Milford,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  served 
as  foreman  in  a watchcase  factory  until  it  was 
closed  in  1894. 

At  Milford,  Mr.  Boillotat  was  married,  Octo- 
ber 19,  1884,  to  Miss  Julette  Bournique,  by  whom 


he  has  two  children:  Eugene  and  Desire.  Mrs. 
Boillotat  is  a native  of  Milford,  and  a daughter  of 
Desire  Bournique,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere. 
When  the  factory  closed  Mr.  Boillotat  located  on 
the  old  Loreaux  farm,  comprising  140  acres,  and 
there  erected  a fine  hotel  containing  forty  rooms. 
He  tore  down  the  old  brewery,  and  now  has  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  places  used  as  a summer  resort  in 
his  locality.  It  is  supplied  with  good  water,  there 
is  excellent  fishing — in  fact,  everything  needed  for 
a first-class  summer  resort  is  there  found.  In  his 
political  views  the  genial  landlord  is  a Democrat. 

FREDERICK  W.  KIEFER  is  one  of  the  wor- 
thy citizens  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, that  Germany  has  furnished  to  the  New  World. 
He  left  his  native  land  in  early  life,  and  coming  to 
the  “land  of  great  possibilities,”  has  realized  the 
promises  which  it  has  always  held  out  to  the  hand 
of  industry,  and  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers 
of  his  community. 

Mr.  Kiefer  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  Oc- 
tober 3,  1841,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Miller) 
Kiefer,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  coun- 
try, the  father  being  engaged  in  shoemaking 
throughout  his  business  career.  He  died  in  1876, 
aged  seventy-four  years,  the  mother  in  1882,  at  the 
same  age.  In  their  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren: Jacob,  who  died  in  Germany;  Catherine,  wid- 
ow of  Philip  Schoelaub,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  Er- 
nest, who  is  still  living  in  Germany;  Frederick  W., 
our  subject;  Christine  Fisher,  still  living  in  Ger- 
many ; Caroline,  wife  of  Mr.  Bagley,  a farmer  of 
Colorado ; and  Louisa,  wife  of  Lewis  Mockworth, 
of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grand- 
father was  Ernest  Kiefer,  also  a lifelong  resident  of 
Germany. 

Frederick  W.  Kiefer  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  and  received  a good  German  education,  but 
attended  school  only  one  month  after  coming  to 
this  country.  Early  in  life  he  learned  the  cabinet 
maker’s  trade,  after  which,  at  the  age  of,  twenty 
years,  he  commenced  making  cartridges  for  the 
German  government,  in  which  occupation  he  was  en- 
gaged for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  com- 
ing to  America.  He  first  located  in  Brooklyn,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  a farm 
and  remained  for  two  years;  then  removed  to  Jes- 
sup township,  where  the  following  four  years  were 
passed..  Since  then  he  has  resided  upon  his  present 
farm  in  Rush  township,  and  by  his  neighbors  he 
is  ranked  as  a skillful  farmer  and  praiseworthy 
citizen.  In  1895  he  had  the  misfortune,  while  load- 
ing hay,  to  have  something  enter  his  eye,  destroying 
its  sight.  Fraternally,  he  is  connected  with  the 
Grange ; religiously  is  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; politically  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Kiefer  has  been  twice  married,  first  in 
1870,  to  Miss  Louisa  Hohn,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child,  Frank,  who  wedded  Mary  Underhill,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
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Mrs.  Kiefer  died  in  May,  1873,  aged  twenty-four 
years,  and  was  buried  at  Brooklyn  Center.  She  was 
also  a native  of  Germany,  and  a daughter  of  Fred- 
erick Holm,  who  remained  in  that  country.  At 
New  Milford,  Penn.,  in  1877,  Mr.  Kiefer  married 
Miss  Mary  Underhill,  and  by  this  union  the  follow- 
ing children  have  been  born:  Berton  E.,  Catherine 
A.,  Frederick  D.,  Harriet  M.,  Paul  H.,  Effie  L., 
Charles  E.  and  Elizabeth  M. 

Mrs.  Mary  Kiefer  was  born  in  Dimock  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  April  7,  1852,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Dewitt  C.  and  Nellie  E.  (Higley) 
Underhill,  the  former  born  in  Ulster  county,  N.  Y., 
July  30,  1811,  the  latter  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y., 
November  10,  1816.  They  were  married  in  Che- 
nango county,  that  State,  in  1835,  and  from  there 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  three  years 
later,  locating-  first  in  Bridgewater  township.  In 
1840  they  removed  to  Dimock  township,  where 
they  lived  until  March,  1895,  since  which  time  they 
have  found  a pleasant  home  with  our  subject  and  his 
wife.  In  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  the  father  learned 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  followed  in  Dim- 
ock township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  connection 
with  farming.  For  many  years  both  he  and  his 
wife  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  sincere  and  consistent  Christians. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children : Simeon 
S.,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  township ; Levi,  de- 
ceased ; Robert,  a minister  of  the  Adventist  Church, 
who  is  now  in  Lestershire,  New  York;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Henry  Penny,  a farmer  of  Dimock  township  ; 
William,  who  was  killed  during  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion; Sarah  J.,  deceased;  Benjamin  T.,  a farmer 
of  Dimock  township ; Dorcas  E.,  deceased  wife  of 
Marcus  Smith;  Polly  M.,  deceased;  Mary  J.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Caroline  and  John  J.,  who  died 
young;  and  Daniel  G.,  a farmer  of  Dimock  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Kiefer’s  paternal  great-grandfather, 
Israel  Underhill,  a farmer  by  occupation,  was  born 
in  England,  and  was  married  in  New  York  State  to 
a lady  of  German  birth.  He  died  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  1822,  aged  seventy-six  years.  The  pa- 
ternal grandparents,  John  J.  and  Sarah  (Barnhart) 
Underhill,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  New 
York,  and  in  1839  removed  from  that  State  to  Di- 
mock township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the 
grandfather  engaged  in  farming.  Both  died  there 
in  1851,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  were 
buried  in  Susquehanna.  Their  children  were  De- 
witt C.,  father  of  Mrs.  Kiefer;  Sarah  M.,  deceased 
wife  of  Joshua  Stage;  Barto,  who  died  in  Califor- 
nia ; and  Salonia,  deceased  wife  of  Raymond  Mayo. 
Mrs.  Kiefer’s  maternal  grandparents,  Daniel  and 
Dorcas  (Davis)  Higley,  were  both  born  in  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.,  and  the  former  died  in  Clear- 
field county,  Penn. ; the  latter  at  the  home  of  a 
daughter  in  Rush,  Susquehanna  county. 

LEONARD  B.  HINDS,  late  of  Susquehanna, 
was  born  in  1828,  at  Montrose,  son  of  Stephen 
Hinds.  He  attended  Harford  Academy,  was  a stu- 


dent at  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  read  law  in  the  office 
of  the  late  Ralph  B.  Little,  of  Montrose,  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  1851.  In  1849  he  located  at 
Susquehanna  where  he  continued  in  the  practice 
until  his  death,  in  1882,  a period  of  thirty-three 
years.  He  was  a man  of  marked  ability,  both  as  a 
pleader  and  counselor. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  HAINES,  editor 
of  The  Wayne  Independent,  founded  this  influen- 
tial journal  twenty-two  years  ago,  and  its  success- 
ful growth  as  a business  enterprise,  and  its  influ- 
ence upon  a wide  constituency,  are  due  to  his  care- 
ful, skillful  and  wise  management. 

Mr.  Plaines  is  of  English  extraction,  being- 
able  to  trace  his  ancestry  back  to  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, to  the  time  of  the  subjugation  of  that  coun- 
try bv  William  of  Normandy,  in  the  eleventh  cent- 
ury, when  the  name  was  written  Hayne,  but  the 
descendants  have  been  in  America  for  many  gen- 
erations. His  earliest  American  paternal  ances- 
tor, James  Haines,  came  from  England  and  settled 
at  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1687.  The  following  year  he 
removed  to  Southhold,  L.  I.  A maternal  ances- 
tor, who  was  a sea  captain,  settled  on  Gardiner’s 
Island,  near  New  York,  about  the  same  time.  His 
great-grandfather,  John  Frank,  was  many  years 
postmaster  at  Southhold,  L.  I.  Descendants  of 
these  early  families  removed  to  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.,  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and  were  among 
the  first  settlers  of  that  now  popular  and  thriving 
region. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  R.  R.  Haines,  a 
Quaker,  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  March 
3,  1808.  Fie  was  an  intelligent  and  industrious 
farmer,  possessed  great  firmness  of  character  and 
purpose,  was  keenly  alive  to  the  thought  of  his  day, 
and  attached  to  the  exacting  cares  of  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  April,  1844,  he  married  Mary  F. 
Goldsmith,  of  Coldenhanr,  N.  Y.,  and  immediately 
moved  to  a farm  which  he  purchased  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Md.,  twenty  miles  up  the  Potomac 
from  Washington,  D.  G.  Here  they  were  prosper- 
ous, lived  in  peace  and  happiness,  and  here  were 
born  their  two  children,  Susanna  and  Benjamin  F. 
The  mother  possessed  a remarkably  cheerful  dis- 
position, the  outgrowth  of  Christian  kindliness  and 
affection.  The  Civil  war  cast  their  home  between 
the  two  contending  armies.  Mr.  Haines  was  a 
pronounced  anti-slavery  man,  and  was  known  to 
favor  outspokenly  the  Union  cause.  The  prevail- 
ing sentiments  in  the  community  favored  the 
Southern  Confederacy.  During  the  summer  of 
1861  the  Federal  forces  entered  the  neighborhood, 
and  Gen.  Banks,  in  November,  encamped  with  40,- 
000  troops  between  the  Potomac  and  Mr.  Haines 
farm,  and  he  permitted  his  home  to  be  made  a hos- 
pital for  sick  and  invalid  Union  soldiers.  The 
army  moved  on  up  the  river  two  weeks  later,  and 
Mr.  Haines  decided  to  leave  the  South.  He  sold 
his  horses,  cattle  and  grain  to  Gen.  Banks  quar- 
termasters, packed  his  most  valuable  goods,  and,. 
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aided  by  two  neighbors,  he  departed  on  the  night 
of  December  12,  1861,  with  two  wagons,  one  con- 
taining his  personal  effects,  the  other  his  family. 
All  of  their  household  goods  and  farming  equip- 
ments were  left  on  the  place.  They  reached  the 
Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad,  twenty  miles  distant, 
in  safety,  and  were  soon  among  friends  in  the 
North.  Mr.  Haines  died  in  May,  1866,  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Haines  died  at  Honesdale, 
Penn.,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  September  3,  1895. 
Both  were  buried  in  the  Goodwill  Church  cemetery, 
near  Montgomery,  New  York. 

Benjamin  F.  Haines  was  born  October  2, 
1849,  'n  Darnestown,  Montgomery  Co.,  Md.  In 
his  boyhood  he  was  inured  to  daily  toil  upon  the 
farm,  but  his  education  was  not  neglected.  While 
school  advantages  were  limited,  his  excellent  home 
training  was  supplemented  bv  instruction  at  a pri- 
vate school,  taught  by  a Massachusetts  lady  by  the 
name  of  Mrs.  Merriam,  on  a Maryland  slavehold- 
er’s plantation.  In  1866  he  entered  the  Academy 
at  Montgomery,  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  and  the  Albany  University.  For 
a short  time  afterward  Mr.  Haines  taught  school  at 
Lincolndale,  town  of  Hamptonburg,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.  He  then  accepted  a position  as  purser  on 
the  passenger  steamer  “Isaac  P.  Smith,”  plying  be- 
tween Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Jacksonville,  Fla.  In 
1870,  when  this  steamer  was  taken  off  the  line,  Mr. 
Haines  was  offered  the  position  of  assistant  purser 
on  a trans-Atlantic  steamer,  but  at  the  solicitation 
of  his  mother  he  returned  home  and  adopted  jour- 
nalism as  his  life  work.  While  serving  a three- 
years’  apprenticeship  at  the  printer’s  trade,  in  the 
Republican  and  Standard  offices  at  Montgomery, 
N.  Y.,  he  contributed  to  various  publications,  and 
in  1874  he  became  editor  of  the  Hancock  (N.  Y.) 
Herald.  A year  later  he  purchased  the  paper,  and 
continued  its  publication  until  January,  1878,  when, 
at  the  solicitation  of  Hon.  W.  M.  Nelson,  Hon. 
George  S.  Purdy  and  other  prominent  citizens  of 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  he  decided  to  establish  a 
paper  at  Honesdale.  The  first  copy  of  this  vent- 
ure, The  Wayne  Independent , was  issued  Febru- 
ary 7,  1878,  as  a small  seven-column  quarto.  What 
it  lacked  in  size  it  made  up  in  force,  piquancy  and 
enthusiasm,  and  grew  steadily  from  an  initial  sub- 
scription list  of  900  to  its  present  circulation  of 
3,650  copies. 

Mr.  Haines  has  continued  its  editor  and  pro- 
prietor to  the  present  time.  Besides  the  work  on 
his  own  paper,  he  has  been  a contributor  to  the 
columns  of  the  New  York  Herald,  Philadelphia 
Times , and  other  city  papers.  Mr.  Haines’  success 
is  due  in  part  to  a graceful  and  easy. style  -of  writ- 
ing, to  the  force  and  precision  with  which  he 
clothes  his  productions,  and  also  largely  to  the  per- 
sistent labor  and  close  application  to  which  he  was 
trained  in  his  vouth  by  his  devout  and  devoted  par- 
ents, and  which  he  early  recognized  as  essential  to 
life’s  success.  He  still  maintains  the  industrious 
habits  of  his  earlier  years,  and  is  ever  faithful  and 
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diligent  in  the  duties  that  lie  before  him,  impressing 
upon  others  about  him,  by  his  example,  the  wisdom 
of  the  same  inestimable  qualities. 

Mr.  Haines  was  married,  May  25,  1875,  to 
Mrs.  Dr.  James  Low,  nee  Margaret  Eager  Mills- 
paughs,  of  Montgomery,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1887. 
The  home  life  of  this  couple  was  a model  of  kindly 
hospitality.  Mrs.  Haines  was  a natural  and  skill- 
ful homemaker,  building  upon  the  foundation  of 
economy  and  system  the  graces  which  experience, 
affection  and  appreciation  naturally  develop. 

Mr.  Haines  published,  in  1900,  a book  entited 
“Illustrated  Wayne  County,”  which  contains  be- 
tween six  and  seven  hundred  handsome  engrav- 
ings. It  is  historical,  industrial,  biographical  and 
also  descriptive  of  the  many  and  varied  attractions 
of  the  county,  its  lakes,  streams,  mountains,  beau- 
tiful landscapes,  numerous  picturesque  summer  re- 
sorts, its  many  pretty  hamlets  and  its  charming  cap- 
ital, Honesdale,  a little  city  embowered  in  maples 
and  famed  for  its  tidy  streets  and  natural  beauties. 

E.  H.  CORTRIGHT,  who  is  at  present  serv- 
ing as  sheriff  of  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the  young 
men  of  Honesdale  who  have  at  a comparatively 
early  age  attained  solid  positions  among  the  wor- 
thy citizens  of  the  town  and  county,  and  he  is  a well- 
known  figure  in  local  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Cortright  was  born  January  31,  1867,  in 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  of  which 
township  his  parents,  C.  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Bat- 
tan)  Cortright,  were  also  natives,  the  father  born 
in  1827,  the  mother  in  1836.  In  1870  this  family 
removed  to  Honesdale,  where  Mr.  Cortright  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business,  continuing  in  that 
line  until  1893,  when  he  went  into  the  livery  busi- 
ness, which  he  still  carries  on  in  Honesdale.  He 
and  his  wife  enjoy  good  health,  and  are  as  active 
and  well  preserved  as  many  who  are  still  in  the 
prime  of  life.  They  are  Presbyterians  in  religious 
connection.  Mr.  Cortright,  in  his  political  prefer- 
ences, is  a Republican. 

E.  H.  Cortright  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Honesdale,  in  his  youth  attending  the  common 
and  high  schools  of  that  place,  and  subsequently 
Kingston  Seminary,  rvhere  he  finished  his  literary 
training.  He  commenced  business  life  as  a clerk 
in  his  father’s  grocery  establishment,  and  rose  in 
time  to  a partnership  in  that  concern,  proving  a 
valuable  assistant  in  the  management  of  the  store. 
In  1896  he  was  the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party 
for  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Wayne  county,  was  dulv 
elected,  and  took  his  position  January  1,  1897,  since 
which  time  he  has  endeavored  to  faithfully  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  important  incumbency.  Mr.  Cort- 
right has  always  borne  the  best  of  reputations,  and 
he  is  a quiet,  unassuming  man,  persistent  in  his 
defense  of  the  right  and  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  him  by  the  people  of  Wayne  county. 

Air.  Cortright  was  married  September  19,  1888, 
to  Miss  Florence  Yale,  a native  of  Wayne  county, 
born  January  29,  1867,  in  Lebanon  township,  and 
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one  child,  named  Laura,  has  blessed  their  union. 
Socially  Mr.  Cortright  unites  with  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum, the  Exchange  Social  Club  and  the  Amity 
Social  Club  of  Honesdale. 

OTIS  GRINNELL  comes  of  Revolutionary 
stock,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph,  having 
served  as  a soldier  in  a Massachusetts  regiment 
during  the  war  for  American  Independence.  Joseph 
Grinnell  had  two  sons,  Obed  and  Joseph,  the  latter 
was  born  in  1778,  and  was  by  trade  a tailor,  but 
supplemented  that  occupation  by  teaching  a school, 
probably  along  the  primitive  lines  of  education  in- 
cidental to  that  early  period  of  New  England’s  his- 
tory, when  the  stalwart  devout  Puritans  from  Eng- 
land and  Holland  found  it  necessary  to  pay  more 
attention  to  the  obtaining  of  a subsistence  than  to 
the  training  of  their  children  in  secular  learning. 
He  appears  to  have  been  of  an  adventurous,  not  to 
say  roving,  disposition,  and  traveled  extensively 
over  most  of  the  (then)  territory  of  the  United 
States. 

Obed  Grinned,  father  of  Otis,  was  born  in 
1782,  and  died  in  1867.  He  married  Catherine 
Chamberlin,  of  Connecticut,  where  he  lived  until 
1833,  in  which  year  he  removed  to  Harford  town- 
ship. By  occupation  he  was  a shoemaker,  but  after 
coming  to  Susquehanna  he  purchased  a farm  and, 
abandoning  his  trade,  devoted  himself  to  agricult- 
ure. His  wife  survived  him  for  two  years,  passing 
away  in  1869,  at  the  extraordinary  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  To  this  couple  were  horn  nine  children, 
whose  names  and  the  dates  of  whose  birth,  in  chron- 
ological order,  are  as  follows : Diah,  a sailor,  born 
November  6,  1805,  is  now  deceased;  William  R.  I., 
at  present  a retired  farmer,  was  born  January  12, 
1809;  Edward  (deceased),  born  February  12,  1810, 
with  his  son,  Daniel,  served  in  the  Civil  war  ; Ur- 
sula, born  April  14,  1812,  was  married  to  Abram 
Pool,  but  not  now  living;  John,  born  January  12, 
1814,  is  deceased;  Jane  (also  deceased),  born  Sep- 
tember 6,  1816;  Harvey,  born  October  8,  1818,  is 
deceased;  Otis,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  born  at 
Pomfret,  Conn.,  October  23,  1821 ; and  George, 
born  February  24,  1824,  died  in  infancy. 

Otis  Grinnell  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  whom  he  wedded  when  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  old,  was  Angeline  Tiffany,  a daughter 
of  Amos  Tiffany,  of  Harford  township,  where  she 
was  born  July  12,  1813,  and  died  March  11,  1846. 
She  bore  to  her  husband  three  children : May,  Ella 
M.  and  Amos,  born  September  13,  1848,  March 
31,  1853,  and  September  21,  1845,  respectively. 
May  married  George  Payne,  a tinsmith  of  Harford ; 
and  Ella  was  united  to  William  Bailey,  an  attorney, 
of  Kansas.  Amos  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Grinnell’s 
second  marriage  took  place  September  15,  1881, 
at  Harford,  his  bride  being  Miss  Nancy  F.  Lewis. 
He  was  then  sixty  years  old,  and  his  wife  fifty- 
seven,  and  the  marriage,  while  not  blessed  with  is- 
sue, has  proved  a most  happy  one. 

The  present  Mrs.  Grinnell  was  born  in  Har- 


ford township,  September  2,  1824.  She  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Thurston  and  Meribah  (Tenant)  Lewis,  who 
came  from  Stonington,  Conn.,  in  early  youth.  They 
were  married  November  13,  1816,  in  New  Milford, 
subsequently  removing  to  Harford  township,  where 
both  died.  Thurston  Lewis  was  born  December  21, 
1792,  and  attained  the  age  of  eighty-one  years;  his 
wife  came  into  the  world  December  18,  1799,  and 
passed  out  of  it  in  1875,  in  her  seventy-sixth  year. 
She  is  buried  in  Gibson  township.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  as  follows : Havens  T., 
born  November  16,  1819,  is  now  deceased;  Robin- 
son, born  August  13,  1821,  resides  in  Gibson  town- 
ship; Nancy  F.  (Mrs.  Otis  Grinnell);  Abigail  L., 
born  August  21,  1826,  is  the  widow  of  Oliver  Payne, 
of  Harford,  Penn.;  Thurston  (deceased),  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1829  ; Betsey  L.,  born  January  2,  1831,  mar- 
ried Henry  B.  Ellsworth,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Nathan,  born  December  14,  1833,  served  gallantly 
through  the  Civil  war,  and  now  lives  in  Illinois  ; Eme- 
line  E.,  born  February  6,  1833,  is  the  widow  of  H. 
B.  Ellsworth;  Polly  A.,  born  February  22,  1837, 
is  the  wife  of  Forest  Barnard,  of  Harford  town- 
ship; Juliette,  born  July  18,  1839,  *s  the  widow  of 
W.  W.  Wheaton,  of  Jackson  township;  and  Almeda 
M.,  born  March  15,  1842,  married  to  Collins  Rich- 
ardson, and  has  since  died. 

Tracing  back  Mrs.  Grinnell’s  lineage  still  fur- 
ther, we  find  that  her  paternal  grandparents  were 
Robinson  and  Polly  Lewis,  of  Long  Island,  who  set- 
tled in  Susquehanna  county  in  comparatively  early 
days.  Robinson  Lewis  was  for  many  years  a sailor. 
Her  mother’s  parents  were  Oliver  and  Abigail  Ten- 
ant, who  removed  from  Connecticut  while  Susque- 
hanna county  was  but  sparsely  settled. 

Otis  Grinnell  is  accounted  one  of  the  solid  citi- 
zens of  the  county,  owning  one  of  its  best  farms, 
and  enjoying  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He 
has  filled  the  offices  of  poor  director,  auditor  and 
school  director,  the  latter  for  six  years.  Born  on 
the  sterile  soil  and  in  the  bleak  climate  of  New 
England,  he  was  compelled  to  go  to  work  when  a 
boy  of  nine  years,  and  what  he  owns  to-day  he  owes 
to  his  own  industry,  integrity  and  thrift.  On  com- 
ing to  Susquehanna  county  he  purchased  a farm  of 
157  acres,  making  one  payment  thereon,  and  was 
subsequently  obliged  to  appeal  to  the  courts  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  his  property.  In  1896  he  removed 
to  his  present  home  (still  in  Harford  township), 
where  he  is  passing  a serene  old  age,  enjoying,  in 
company  with  his  estimable  wife,  the  rest  which  he 
has  richly  earned  by  a long  life  of  usefulness  and 
probity. 

ANDREW  J.  GERRITSON,  who  passed  away 
at  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  December  25, 
1881,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight,  was  one  of  the  es- 
teemed and  respected  citizens  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Gerritson  was  born  in  Dimock  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  son  of  Richard  and  Lydia 
(Hoar)  Gerritson,  farming  people,  who  had  come 
thither  from  Chester,  Penn.  They  were  Friends  or 
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Quakers.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm, 
attended  the  neighborhood  schools  and  the  Harford 
Academy,  and  also  taught  school.  When  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  he  came  to  Montrose,  and  for  a 
year  read  law  in  the  office  of  Ralph  B.  Little.  In 
1856,  with  the  now  Judge  J.  B.  McCollum,  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  he  purchased  the 
Montrose  Democrat,  which  paper  they  published 
together  for  two  years,  after  which  Mr.  Gerritson 
conducted  it  alone  up  to  his  retirement,  in  1869, 
owing  to  failing  health.  A stanch  Democrat,  he 
upheld  the  principles  of  his  party  with  a ready  pen 
and  a strong  arm,  bending  all  his  energies  to  this 
work,  and  formulating  opinion  through  his  paper 
by  his  own  independent  thought  and  action  in  the 
interest  of  principle  and  party,  so  wielded  an  in- 
fluence and  tone  of  the  press  in  Montrose  that  upon 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  in  1861,  the  read- 
ers of  the  Democrat  were  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
Union  cause  from  the  outset,  and  gave  their  influ- 
ence to  put  down  the  war ; and  on  the  call  for  emer- 
gency men,  when  the  State  was  invaded  by  the 
Confederates,  Mr.  Gerritson  himself  volunteered. 
In  1863  he  was  postmaster  of  the  House  at  Harris- 
burg, and  in  1868  he  was  appointed  and  served  as 
revenue  assessor  of  the  Montrose  district.  He  was 
identified  with  the  Montrose  Bank  from  its  organi- 
zation. The  last  years  of  his  life  were  passed  in  the 
office  of  his  preceptor  in  the  law,  settling  estates 
and  caring  for  his  own  private  business.  He  was 
of  a quiet,  undemonstrative  and  unassuming  nature, 
yet  genial,  affable  and  social.  In  quickness  and 
clearness  of  perception  and  in  vigor  of  mind  be  ex- 
celled. “The  underlying  principles  of  his  life  were 
based  on  honor  and  justice,  while  his  character 
and  abilities  commanded  respect.  A man  of  em- 
inent virtues  in  private  life,  great  executive  and 
business  capacity,  with  firm  and  positive  opinions, 
and  while  respecting  opinions  of  others,  he  gave 
his  own  clearly  and  never  sought  security  from 
censure  by  silence  or  time-serving  notoriety.” 

On  December  31,  1856,  Mr.  Gerritson  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Capt.  David  and  Es- 
ther (Brink)  Morgan,  the  former  a native  of  Litch- 
field county,  Conn.,  who  settled  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship in  1810,  and  the  latter  a native  of  Bradford 
county,  Penn.  The  widow  of  our  subject  still  occu- 
pies the  homestead  at  Montrose. 

CHARLES  KIESEL.  The  name  of  this  well- 
known  resident  of  Dingman  township,  Pike  county, 
has  long  been  familiar  to  the  people  of  this  sec- 
tion as  that  of  one  of  their  most  valued  citizens, 
resolute,  energetic  and  enterprising.  Here  he  has 
devoted  his  attention  principally  to  general  farming. 

Mr.  Iviesel  was  born  in  Mahlberg,  Baden,  Ger- 
many, August  15,  1827,  and  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
Theresa  (Beck)  Kiesel,  natives  of  Mahlberg  and 
Aldorf,  Germany,  respectively.  The  father  engaged 
in  business  as  a master  mechanic  and  cabinet  maker, 
and  was  considered  an  expert  model  maker.  He 
died  in  Germany  in  1858,  aged  sixty-nine  years, 


his  wife  in  1872,  aged  seventy-two  years.  Their 
children  were : August,  who  died  in  Germany ; 

Mrs.  Theresa  Reider;  Joseph,  Jr.;  Caroline,  who 
married  Jacob  Mayer,  a tailor  of  New  York  City; 
Charles ; Stephen,  a restaurant  man  of  Freiburg, 
Germany;  and  William,  a carpenter  of  Switzerland 
county,  Ind.  Charles,  William  and  Caroline  all  came 
to  the  New*  World.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grand- 
parents were  John  and  Baryer  Kiesel,  who  remained 
m Germany. 

In  1846  Charles  Kiesel  visited  certain  parts  of 
France.  In  1847  and  1848  he  took  part  in  the  Ger- 
man Revolution,  and  being  soon  compelled  to  leave 
his  Province,  he,  during  the  summer  of  1848,  went 
to  Frankfort-on-the  Main,  where  he  worked  at  cab- 
inet making  for  nearly  three  years.  On  the  recom- 
mendation of  his  employer  he  set  out  for  Vienna, 
Austria,  there  to  work  on  piano  mechanics,  and  on 
his  way  thither  he  traveled  twelve  flays  on  foot  and 
the  rest  by  steamboat  and  railway,  crossing  the 
Kingdoms  of  Wurtemberg  and  Bavaria,  also  part 
of  the  Austrian  Empire.  He  remained  about  one 
year  in  Vienna ; then  traveled  through  Austro-Hun- 
g'ary,  Bohemia,  Saxony  and  Prussia,  to  Hamburg 
City ; thence  to  Bremen,  where  he  embarked  for  the 
New  World.  It  may  here  be  mentioned  that  Charles 
Kiesel  worked  on  the  building  of  the  first  railway 
in  Baden,  Germany  (from  Carlsrhue  to  Freiburg). 
While  in  Frankfort  he  was  well  known  by  the  Roths- 
childs, and  was  often  sent  there  to  do  fine  finishing 
work.  He  also  knew  the  Grand  Duke  of  Hessen- 
Cassel,  and  saw  Emperor  Franz  Joseph,  of  Austria. 

In  1852,  Charles  Kiesel  set  sail  for  the 
United  States,  and  after  a tempestuous  voyage  of 
seventy-one  days,  landed  in  New  York  in  May,  that 
year.  Here  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a piano  maker 
and  cabinet  maker  for  four  years.  He  then  came  to 
Pike  county  and  located  upon  his  present  farm  in 
Dingman  township,  where  he  first  purchased  thirty- 
three  acres  of  wild  land,  to  which  he  has  added 
from  time  to  time  as  his  financial  resources  have  in- 
creased until  now  he  has  254  acres  of  valuable  land, 
thirty  of  which  are  under  a high  state  of  cultivation 
and  well  improved.  Politically  he  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  fraternally  lias  affiliated 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  since 
1852. 

I11  New  York  City,  Charles  Kiesel  was  mar- 
ried, June  4,  1853,  to  Miss  Bertha  Kuhn,  also  a 
native  of  Mahlberg,  Germany,  born  September  8, 
1831.  There  her  parents,  Jacob  and  Marian  (Volk) 
Kuhn  spent  their  entire  lives,  but  she  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1851,  with  a party  of  sixteen.  She  is  second 
in  the  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  six  children,  the 
others  being:  Louisa,  who  died  unmarried;  Julius, 
who  died  in  New  York  City;  Pauline  and  Josephine, 
who  both  came  to  the  United  States,  but  returned  to 
Germany;  and  Amelia,  who  died  in  New  York  City. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kiesel  have  two  sons:  Charles  J.,  born 
June  13,  1863,  married  Susie  Sullivan,  and  is  a car- 
penter and  builder  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; and  Julius 
W.,  born  February  24,  1872. 
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Julius  W.  Kiesel  is  one  of  the  most  progres- 
sive and  energetic  young  farmers  of  Dingman  town- 
ship, his  home  being  with  his  parents.  Although 
he  attended  school  but  fourteen  months,  he  has  by 
subsequent  reading  and  observation  become  a well- 
informed  man,  and  he  has  a good  library,  of  which 
he  makes  excellent  use.  As  a penman  he  is  especially 
proficient,  and  he  is  also  a good  cabinet  maker, 
though  he  does  not  follow  the  trade,  but  he  is  a 
carpenter  and  builder.  He  is  a member  of  the  West- 
ern New  York  Horticultural  Society,  has  served  as 
inspector  of  elections  and  at  this  writing  is  an  effi- 
cient member  of  the  County  Republican  committee. 

Since  the  above  was  written  he  was  elected 
township  auditor,  and  served  one  year  as  secretary 
of  the  Republican  County  Committee.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  is  a weather  and  crop  reporter  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

JOHN  E.  MANDEVILLE.  The  subject  of 
this  review  has  through  his  own  exertions  attained 
an  honorable  position  and  marked  prestige  among 
representative  business  men  of  Hawley,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  he  is  now  holding  the  responsible  position 
of  master  mechanic  for  the  Belmont  Silk  Mill.  He 
has  been  actively  identified  with  a number  of  the 
most  important  business  enterprises  of  the  city,  and 
in  this  way  has  been  an  important  factor  in  its  up- 
building and  prosperity. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Mandeville  was 
born  at  Cherry  Ridge,  September  26,  1837,  a son 
of  David  W.  and  Phoebe  D.  (Miller)  Mandeville, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Orange  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  whence  they  came  to  Wayne  county  in 
1827,  locating  at  White  Mills.  There  the  father 
worked  at  the  tailor’s  trade  for  five  years,  then  re- 
moved to  Cherry  Ridge  township,  and  in  1839  to 
Honesdale,  entering  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Canal  Co.,  with  which  he  was  connected 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  though  his 
last  days  were  spent  at  White  Mills.  While  the 
canal  was  being  enlarged  he  served  as  section  fore- 
man. He  was  a public-spirited  citizen,  taking  a deep 
interest  in  all  enterprises  for  the  public  good,  and 
for  many  years  efficiently  served  as  school  director 
and  in  other  local  offices.  Politically  he  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Honesdale.  He  was  born  in  1803,  and  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1873;  his  wife  was  born  in  1805,  and  died 
in  1878,  being  laid  by  his  side  in  the  cemetery  at 
Indian  Orchard,  Wayne  county.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  George  Mandeville, 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  was 
a farmer  by  occupation  and  spent  his  entire  life  at 
Wallkill,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.  There  the  maternal 
grandfather,  George  Miller,  who  was  also  a farmer, 
made  his  home  throughout  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  fourth  in  the  order 
of  birth  in  a family  of  five  children,  the  others  being 
as  follows : Mary  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  Bishop, 


superintendent  of  the  canal  between  White  Mills 
and  Hawley.  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  William  Elli- 
son, who  is  lock  tender  at  White  Mills,  where  she 
lives  in  the  house  in  which  she  was  born.  Benja- 
min is  a carpenter  in  the  employ  of  the  canal  com- 
pany, and  resides  at  Leonardsville,  Wayne  county. 
Joseph  H.  is  working  for  a gas  company  in  New 
York  City. 

Until  sixteen  years  of  age  John  E.  Mandeville 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Wayne  county,  and 
then  began  working  with  pick  and  shovel  as  a la- 
borer for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.,  re- 
maining with  them  until  1857.  He  then  served  a 
three-years’  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter’s  trade 
with  W.  W.  Halbert,  of  Indian  Orchard,  after 
which  he  went  to  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
worked  at  housebuilding  until  his  marriage  in  1864. 
Locating  at  White  Mills,  he  erected  most  of  the 
buildings  for  C.  Dolphinger  at  that  place,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1869.  He  then  built  the  mills 
for  Collenwood  & Co.,  at  Wilsonville,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1880,  at  which  time,  with  M.  W. 
Simons  he  took  the  contract  to  erect  the  Belmont 
Silk  Mills  at  Hawley,  which  were  begun  in  June 
of  that  year,  and  completed  in  the  spring  of  1882. 
The  factory  was  destroyed  by  fire  August  18,  1894, 
but  by  the  following  January  our  subject  had  re- 
placed it  by  a new  structure  built  of  stone,  five  stor- 
ies in  height,  with  power  and  electric  light  furnished 
by  water  power.  Since  building  the  first  mill  he  has 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  company,  and  is  now 
serving  as  master  mechanic.  With  their  permission 
he  superintended  the  erection  of  the  electric  light 
plant  built  by  a Scranton  firm  at  Hawley,  and  has 
done  all  the  millwright  work  on  the  Paupack  stream 
for  the  past  twenty-eight  years. 

At  Indian  Orchard,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Man- 
deville was  married  December  25,  1864,  to  Miss 
Helen  Beardslee,  a Baptist  minister  officiating.  She 
was  born  at  that  place  May  17,  1842.  Mr.  and  Airs, 
Mandeville  have  four  children : Emery,  who  mar- 
ried Nora  Iverkendall,  and  is  superintendent  of  the 
weaving  room  at  the  silk-mill  in  Hawley;  Edna,  at 
home ; Harry,  who  also  works  in  the  mill  and  lives 
at  home ; and  George,  at  home. 

Socially  Air.  Alandeville  affiliates  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Hawley.  He 
is  a recognized  leader  in  the  Democratic  party  in  his 
community,  and  in  1893  was  their  candidate  for  the 
office  of  county  commissioner.  Although  he  did  not 
leave  his  business  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  can- 
vass, he  was  defeated  by  only  one  vote  out  of  the 
5,000  that  were  cast.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
school  board  six  years,  served  as  its  president  two 
years,  was  a member  of  the  town  council  three 
years,  and  was  assistant  assessor  one  term,  the  du- 
ties of  which  positions  he  discharged  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  gen- 
eral public.  As  a citizen  of  the  community  where  he 
has  long  made  his  home,  he  is  highly  respected, 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  who  know  him,  and  is 
regarded  as  a man  of  excellent  business  judgments 
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HON.  EDGAR  PINCHOT.  Various  ele- 
ments have  entered  into  the  warp  and  woof  of  Am- 
erican citizenship.  It  is  a subject  for  national  con- 
gratulation that  political  convulsions  in  various 
countries  of  Europe  have  been  the  occasion  for  di- 
recting to  America  men  of  remarkable  force  of 
' character,  who  in  the  old  world,  amidst  the  Titans  of 
mental  and  moral  strength,  wielded  potent  in- 
fluence, but  who  by  the  adventitious  circumstances 
of  fate  found  migration  from  oppression  to  a land  of 
freedom  highly  desirable.  The  blood  of  America 
has  thus  been  enriched  not  only  from  Puritan  Eng- 
land but  from  all  the  continental  nations. 

During  the  tense  political  struggle  of  France, 
early  in  the  present  century,  there  lived  at  the  in- 
land village  of  Breteuil,  situated  some  sixty  miles 
from  Paris,  a prominent  merchant,  Constantine 
Pinchot  by  name.  He  had  married  Marie  Augus- 
tine Gilmah,  and  had  two  children,  Cyrille  and 
Hortense.  The  son  was  born  in  1798.  He  imbibed 
the  warlike  spirit  of  the  time,  and  warmly  espoused 
the  cause  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  the  “man  of 
destiny.”  He  wished  to  enlist  under  his  victorious 
banners,  but  was  too  young.  The  defeat  of  Water- 
loo brought  no  solace  to  the  Bonapartists,  and  when 
the  gloom  of  Bourbonism  spread  over  the  land  an 
active  persecution  was  commenced.'  Kinship  was 
not  respected  in  the  fierce  and  unrelenting  party 
spirit  then  engendered.  Cyrille’s  cousin,  an  un- 
compromising Bourbon  adherent,  reported  to  the 
dominant  powers  the  Napoleonic  predilections  of 
the  young  man,  and  taking  the  cue  from  ominous 
occurences  about  them  Constantine  Pinchot  thought 
it  politic  to  leave  the  country  with  his  son  and  fam- 
ily. They  departed  in  1816,  sailing  for  New  York, 
and  bringing  with  them  the  father's  stock  of  mer- 
chandise. Constantine  remained  in  business  at  the 
young  metropolis  for  three  years,  then  removed  to 
Milford,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.  While  yet  in  New  York 
Mr.  Pinchot  had  purchased  four  hundred  acres  in 
Dingman  township,  still  known  as  “the  French 
lot.”  He  did  not  occupy  the  farm,  but  lived  at  Mil- 
ford, clearing  the  ground  where  he  built  his  house. 
His  store  was  in  a long  building,  part  of  which 
is  still  standing.  Constantine  Pinchot  did  not  long 
survive,  passing  away  in  1826.  His  wife  Marie 
survived  until  1837,  and  both  were  buried  in  Laurel 
Hill  cemetery,  Milford.  The  daughter  Hortense 
married  George  Stoll,  a son  of  Judge  James  Stoll, 
of  New  Jersey,  and  after  his  death  she  became  the 
wife  of  John  I.  Westbrook,  of  the  firm  of  West- 
brook & Stoll,  of  Port  Jervis. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father  Cyrille  assumed 
the  management  of  the  extensive  business.  The 
impetuous  spirit  which  in  his  youth  had  led  him  to 
espouse  the  cause  of  the  great  commander  was 
now  directed  along  mercantile  and  industrial  lines, 
and  soon  placed  him  on  the  highway  to  signal  finan- 
cial success.  Cyrille  Pinchot  was  passionately 
fond  of  farming,  and  he  engaged  in  the  pursuit  with 
interesting  industry  and  upon  a magnificent  scale. 
He  possessed  a great  fondness  for  horses,  and  his 


stables  contained  some  of  the  finest  specimens  to  be 
found  in  the  country.  As  he  advanced  along  the 
highway  of  wealth,  he  very  sensibly  threw  upon  the 
shoulders  of  his  rising  sons  a share  of  the  labor  and 
responsibility,  and  thus  prepared  them  for  life’s 
battles  and  success ; but  he  is  remembered  best  as  a 
man  of  indefatigable  energy  and  fair  dealings,  for 
he  never  wholly  withdrew  from  the  burdens  and 
activities  of  business  life.  He  was  the  most  ex- 
tensive farmer  and  lumberman  of  Pike  county,  and 
in  connection  with  these  large  interests  he  conduct- 
ed a large  mercantile  business  at  Milford.  Mr.  Pin- 
chot was  of  Huguenot  extraction,  and  identified 
himself  in  August,  1832,  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Milford,  while  it  was  yet  in  its  infancy. 
For  over  forty  years  he  continued  an  active  and 
earnest  member,  and  during  that  long  period  was 
one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters. 

Cyrille  Pinchot  was  twice  married,  first  to  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Dimmick,  of  Milford.  She  died 
early  in  married  life,  without  children,  and  later 
Mr.  Pinchot  married  her  cousin,  Miss  Eliza  Cross, 
daughter  of  John  T.  and  Julia  Ann  (Smith)  Cross, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a prominent  member  of 
the  Milford  Bar.  The  five  children  of  John  T.  and 
Julia  Ann  Cross  were:  Martha,  who  married  Theo- 
dore Buchanan ; Cordelia,  wife  of  Levi  DeWitt ; 
John  T.,  who  married  Helen  Wallace;  Eliza  (Mrs. 
Pinchot)  ; and  Ann,  wife  of  Rasselas  Searle.  Both 
Mrs.  Eliza  Pinchot  and  her  cousin  Miss  Dimmick, 
first  wife  of  Cyrille  Pinchot,  were  grandchildren 
of  DeAearts,  whose  father  was  Lord  of  Opdorf  and 
Immerseele,  in  Belgium.  Five  children  were  born 
to  Cyrille  and  Eliza  Pinchot,  as  follows : Edgar, 
subject  of  this  sketch;  James  W.,  a retired  mer- 
chant of  New  York  City;  John  F.,  a retired  mer- 
chant, unmarried,  at  Milford,  Penn. ; Mary  A., 
wife  of  George  W.  Warner,  an  attorney  of  Bridge- 
port, Conn. ; and  Cyrille  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  while  a student  at  Union  College. 
The  father  died  at  Milford  in  1874,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six.  His  wife  died  in  1885,  aged  seventy- 
six  years.  Both  are  buried  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery, 
Milford,  Pennsylvania. 

James  W.  Pinchot,  the  second  son,  married 
Mary  J.  Eno,  daughter  of  Amos  R.  Eno,  one  of  the 
wealthiest  residents  of  New  York. 

Edgar  Pinchot,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
at  Milford,  April  1,  1826.  He  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive village,  and  in  his  youth,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  education,  he  took  a course  in  the  study  of 
law  with  a view  of  following  that  profession.  But 
he  had  inherited  tastes  for  an  active  life,  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years  associated  himself  in  the  mer- 
cantile trade  with  his  father.  Here  he  remained 
three  years,  and  then  sought  a wider  field  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  embarked  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  trade  with  George  Smedes,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Smedes  & Pinchot.  Three  vears  later  the 
firm  sold  its  grocery  business,  and  Mr.  Pinchot  then 
became  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Pinchot  & 
Bruen,  wholesale  druggists.  After  a profitable  and 
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active  business  association  of  sixteen  years  in  this 
line  Mr.  Pinchot  spent  two  years  in  traveling 
abroad.  Returnng  to  his  native  town,  he  was  ap- 
pointed associate  judge  of  Pike  county,  by  Gover- 
nor Hoyt,  resigning  this  office  in  1880  in  order  that 
he  might  qualify  as  a Presidential  elector,  and  cast 
the  vote  of  his  district  for  James  A.  Garfield.  Judge 
Pinchot  also  served  as  Presidential  elector  in  1888 
when  he  voted  for  Gen.  Harrison.  He  was  for  a 
number  of  years  a member  of  the  Republican  State 
Central  Committee  for  Pennsylvania,  and  has  re- 
peatedly served  as  chairman  of  the  Republican 
County  Committee  of  Pike  county.  In  religious 
affiliation  he  is  a member  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church. 

Judge  Pinchot  was  married  in  Julv,  1861,  at 
Cannonsville,  N.  Y.,  to  Marie  A.  a daughter  of 
Darius  and  Lucy  (Lilly)  Maples,  of  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.,  who  had  a familv  of  six  children. 
Darius  Maples  was  a nephew  of  Gen.  Nathaniel 
Greene,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  His  parents  had 
emigrated  to  Rhode  Island,  from  Lincolnshire, 
England,  in  an  early  day.  To  Judge  and  Mrs.  Pin- 
chot were  born  four  children,  three  of  whom, 
Cyrille,  Edgar,  and  Marie,  died  in  childhood. 
Lucy,  the  surviving  daughter,  married  Dr.  H.  M. 
King,  a physician  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  has 
two  children,  Constance  Pinchot  and  Adalaide 
Maxon. 

Judge  Pinchot  now  lives  in  partial  retirement 
from  active  life,  but  still  gives  his  personal  super- 
vision to  the  management  of  the  one  thousand  acres 
of  land  which. ne  owns  in  Pike  county.  He  occu- 
pies an  elegant  residence  at  the  corner  of  Fifth 
and  Ann  streets,  Milford,  and  enjoys  the  merited 
consideration  and  deep  respect  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lives.  In  a library  whose  shelves  are 
richly  and  judiciously  filled  with  the  best  thoughts 
of  the  world  he  finds  restful  diversion,  but  he  has 
not  lost  close  and  sympathetic  touch  to  human  kind, 
and  his  kindness  to  those  in  need,  his  sage,  unob- 
trusive helpfulness,  gives  natural  coloring  and  adds 
permanence  and  luster  to  a name  historic  in  the 
annals  of  Pennsylvania. 

JOHN  K.  WRICK,  a well-known  and  highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  Tunkhannock  township,  Monroe 
county,  who  has  throughout  life  been  identified  with 
the  lumber  interests  of  the  county,  is  a representa- 
tive of  an  old  and  honored  family  of  this  section  of 
the  State. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Philip  Wrick,  was 
born  in  western  Pennsylvania,  and  when  a young 
man  removed  to  Hunterdon  county,  N.  J.,  where 
he  purchased  a farm  and  made  his  home  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  time  being  devoted 
to  farming  and  lumbering.  He  was  a stanch  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  as  was  also  his  father.  In  early  life 
he  married  Miss  Mary  Butterfoss,  a daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Rebecca  (Johnson)  Butterfoss,  and  a 
native  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.  Her  father  lived 
for  many  years  in  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  along 


the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  river.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  two 
years  drove  cattle,  but  for  the  remaining  five  years 
of  that  long  and  glorious  struggle  he  served  with 
the  regular  troops  and  participated  in  many  of  the 
most  important  engagements  of  the  war.  At  one 
time  he  was  wounded.  After  the  war  he  located 
in  northeastern  Pennsylvania  and  built  a hotel  far- 
ther down  the  river,  but  after  conducting  it  for 
some  time  he  moved  to  New  Jersey  and  spent  the 
last  twelve  years  of  his  life  with  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject.  He  died  at  the  extreme  old  age  of 
one  hundred  and  seven  years,  and  his  wife  also  died 
in  New  Jersey  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  They  were 
the  parents  of  twenty-one  children,  of  whom  twenty 
reached  man  and  woman  hood,  the  grandmoth- 
er of  our  subject  being  the  oldest.  She  passed 
away  in  1870,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  and  her 
husband  died  the  same  year,  aged  seventy-eight. 
The  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  were : Jo- 
seph, a sawyer  by  trade,  who  lived  in  Bucks  county, 
Penn.,  and  died  in  1896;  Rachel,  who  was  born  in 
1813,  is  the  wife  of  William  Horn,  of  Mercer  coun- 
ty, N.  J. ; Ann,  wife  of  Peter  Orr,  of  the  same  coun- 
ty; William,  a shoemaker  and  laborer  of  Lamberts- 
ville,  Hunterdon  Co.,  N.  J. ; Rebecca,  deceased  wife 
of  Charles  Pitcock,  of  Bucks  county,  Penn. ; An- 
drew, father  of  our  subject;  Mary,  wife  of  George 
Trimmer,  of  Mercer  county,  N.  J. ; and  Kate,  wife 
of  Abner  Tomerson,  of  Mercer  county. 

Andrew  Wrick  was  born  in  Hunterdon  county, 
N.  J.,  February  28,  1822,  and  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Tunkhannock  township,  Mon- 
roe Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  was  first  employed  in  a 
sawmill.  In  1868  he  purchased  400  acres  of  land, 
much  of  which  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition, 
but  to  the  work  of  improvement  and  cultivation 
he  at  once  turned  his  attention,  and  now  has  seventy 
acres  cleared.  He  has  cut  much  of  the  valuable 
timber  on  the  place,  and  throughout  life  has  en- 
gaged in  lumbering.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent and  influential  men  of  his  community,  and  has 
served  as  supervisor  of  his  township  for  two  terms 
and  school  director  three  terms  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  all  concerned.  Politically  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  religiously  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  Tunkhannock  township  he 
married  Miss  Sarah  Keiser,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Fannie  (Merwin)  Keiser.  She  was  born  in  that 
township  in  1827,  and  departed  this  life  October 
20,  1882.  To  them  were  born  three  children,  name- 
ly: Philip,  who  died  young;  John  K.,  our  subject; 
and  Kate,  who  was  born  November  11,  1850,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  Malcolm  McLeod,  who  is  living  in 
St.  Peters,  P.  E.  Island, 

John  K.  Wrick  was  born  in  Carbon  county, 
Penn.,  May  7,  1849,  but  was  reared  in  Tunkhan- 
nock township,  Monroe  county.  He  received  a 
good  practical  education,  graduating  from  the  dis- 
trict school  near  his  boyhood  home.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  began  life  for  himself  as  an  employe 
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in  the  lumber  woods,  and  his  principal  occupation 
through  life  has  been  lumbering.  During  his  youth 
he  assisted  in  the  farm  work  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  also  engaged  in  lumbering  on  his  father’s  orig- 
inal purchase,  getting  out  pulp  wood  for  the  paper- 
mill  at  Delaware  Water  Gap. 

In  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  Mr.  Wrick  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amelia  Fenney,  a 
native  of  Monroe  county,  and  a daughter  of  Adolph 
and  Caroline  (Vogt)  Fenney,  who  were  born  in  Ger- 
many and  came  to  America  during  the  Civil  war. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wrick  have  an  interesting  family  of 
five  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as 
follows:  Varley,  June  25,  1881;  Philip,  September 
29,  1883;  Will,  October  21,  1886;  Caroline,  May 
14,  1891 ; and  Anna,  August  29,  1896. 

At  the  polls  Mr.  Wrick  usually  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  is 
somewhat  independent  in  politics.  He  has  never 
cared  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office, 
'but  was  once  elected  auditor  of  his  township,  and 
.served  for  one  term  against  his  inclination.  Re- 
cently he  has  joined  Effort  Lodge  No.  1102,  I.  O. 
O.  F.  He  has  in  his  possession  an  old  and  inter- 
esting paper,  a copy  of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette, 
published  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  January  4,  1800.  The 
male  representatives  of  the  Wrick  family  are  ex- 
perienced and  successful  hunters,  and  our  subject 
has  ample  opportunity  to  indulge  his  love  for  that 
sport,  as  abundance  of  game  is  still  to  be  found  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  his  home.  As  a business 
man  and  citizen  he  commands  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

HON.  FRANKLIN  FRASER,  late  of  the 
Montrose  Bar,  was  born  April  23,  1819,  at  Montrose, 
Susquehanna  county.  He  was  graduated  at  Union 
College,  read  law  with  Hon.  William  Jessup,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Susquehanna  County  Bar  in 
1842.  After  practicing  at  Montrose  for  a time  he 
went  to  Florida,  where  he  became  one  of  the  three 
Supreme  Judges  of  the  State.  Resigning  from  the 
Bench  he  returned  to  Montrose,  where  he  died  in 

i879- 

Judge  McCollum,  of  Montrose,  says  of  him : 
“He  was  regarded  as  well  educated  and  disciplined 
in  the  law,  possessing  superior  qualifications  as  an 
office  lawyer,  but  he  was  never  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a large  law  practice  here.” 

NAHUM  NEWTON,  a former  lawyer  of  Sus- 
quehanna county  studied  with  Bentley  & Richards, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  August  19,  1845.  Judge 
McCollum,  in  review  of  the  lawyers  at  the  Montrose 
Bar,  on  his  coming  to  it  in  1858,  said : “Nahum 
Newton  was  then  struggling  for  a place  in  the 
front  rank  of  his  profession  where  it  was  his  ambi- 
tion to  be.  He  was  of  studious  and  thoughtful 
habit,  zealous  in  the  interests  of  his  clients,  and 
was  tenacious  of  his  opinions  when  formed.  He 
never  voluntarily  surrendered  a position  that  he  had 
once  deliberately  taken,  and  if  driven  from  it,  rarely, 


if  ever,  recognized  the  justice  of  his  defeat.  lie  was 
a kind-hearted,  sensitive  and  sympathetic  man,  and 
by  the  few  who  knew  him  well  was  regarded  as  a 
true  friend  and  worthy  citizen.” 

EDWARD  G.  OAKLEY.  The  Oakley  family 
has  been  prominent  in  the  history  of  Susquehanna 
county,  not  only  for  the  material  prosperity  which 
they  attained,  but  also  for  the  high  moral  character 
wihch  has  marked  their  lives  through  the  three  or 
four  generations  which  constitute  the  history  of 
white  settlements  in  the  county.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a well-known  farmer  of  Lathrop,  is  a worthy 
representative  of  the  family. 

Jotham  Oakley,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1770,  the  eldest  child 
in  a large  family,  whose  parents  moved  to  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  a few  years  later  in  17S3  to 
Thornbottom,  (now  Nicholson),  Penn.  Jotham 
Oakley,  in  1793,  married  Sarah  Milbourn,  and  two 
years  later  purchased  a woodland  tract  of  130  acres 
of  land  in  what  is  now  Harford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  To  that  wilderness  home  he  re- 
moved, and  there  throughout  his  active  life  he  re- 
mained. He  reared  a family  of  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  to  each  of  his  sons  before  his  death 
he  gave  a farm.  He  was  drafted  in  the  war  of  1812, 
but  his  son  i homas  went  as  a substitute.  His  chil- 
dren were:  James,  father  of  our  subject;  Thomas,  a 
resident  of  Brooklyn  township ; Daniel,  of  Har- 
ford township ; Betsey,  who  married  Sylvanu's 
Wade  and  moved  to  Greenbush,  Wis. ; Millbourn, 
of  Harford  township ; Polly  who  married  Daniel 
Chubbuck,  and  died  in  Iowa ; Cyrus,  who  died  in 
Brooklyn ; and  Sarah  W.,  who  married  Virgil  Tif- 
fany, and  removed  to  Minnesota. 

James  Oakley,  the  eldest  child  of  Jotham,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1794,  and  was 
reared  in  Harford  township.  He  married  Vashti 
Bacon,  who  came  when  a child  to  Susquehanna 
county,  from  her  native  State,  Connecticut.  James 
located  on  a farm  of  105  acres  in  Brooklvn  town- 
ship, where  he  remained  an  active  and  prosperous 
farmer  through  life.  Fie  was  a Christian  by  pro- 
fession, and  his  life  was  a practical  illustration  of 
the  truths  he  believed,  for  his  every  act  was  marked 
by  integrity  and  charity.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  He  died  in  1851.  His  family  consisted 
of  eleven  children,  of  whom  we  have  mention  of 
the  following:  James  Alonzo,  deceased  ; Betsey,  wid- 
ow of  George  Bronell,  of  Linn  county,  Iowa; 
Jotham,  deceased;  Emeline,  widow  of  Charles  Tif- 
fany, of  Kingsbury,  Penn. ; George,  a farmer  of 
Central  City,  Linn  Co.,  Iowa ; Paulina,  who  died 
young;  Daniel,  deceased;  and  Edward  G. 

Edward  G.  Oakley,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Brooklyn  township,  December  24,  1828.  He  at- 
tended the  district  schools,  and  until  he  was  of 
age  he  remained  on  the  home  farm.  In  1849  he 
purchased  a farm  of  105  acres  of  wild  land  in 
Springville  township.  He  cleared  about  forty  acres 
of  the  land,  and  then  sold  the  farm.  Mr.  Oakley 
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was  married  September  21,  1850,  in  Wyoming 
county,  to  Miss  Jerusha  Hewitt,  daughter  of  Gor- 
don and  Elizabeth  (Stephens)  Hewitt.  The  father 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  the  mother  of  Wyom- 
ing county,  Penn.  Their  children  were:  Jerusha, 
wife  of  our  subject,  born  August  6,  1829;  Jedadiah, 
deceased;  William,  deceased;  Jefferson,  of  Sinna- 
mahoning,  Penn.;  Decatur,  also  of  Sinnamahoning; 
Helen,  who  married  Daniel  Oakley,  brother  of  our 
subject,  and  who  died  in  Iowa;  Marian,  who  mar- 
ried Theo  Stark,  of  Mill  City,  -Penn. ; Martha,  who 
lives  in  Iowa;  Wallace,  a butcher  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ; Byron,  deceased;  and  Francis. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Elnora,  who  died  young;  Vashti, 
who  married  (first)  Idosiah  Tiffanv,  and  (second) 
C.  Carpenter,  of  Hopbottom,  Penn. ; William,  of 
Brooklyn  township ; Elizabeth,  widow  of  Albert 
Fessenden,  of  Montrose,  Penn. ; and  Edwin,  de- 
ceased. 

Mr.  Oakley  lived  in  Springville  township  for 
ten  years.  He  then  removed  to  New  Milford,  where 
he  lived  for  six  years  engaged  in  farming  and  the 
butcher  business.  On  September  28,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  17th  Pa.  Cavalry,  under  Capt. 
Donahue,  and  served  until  mustered  out  in  May, 
1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  on  scout 
skirmish  duty,  and  on  the  butcher  detail,  also  herd- 
ing cattle  for  the  army.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the 
war  Mr.  Oaklev  purchased  i8j4  acres  of  land  in 
Hopbottom,  where  he  made  improvements  and 
settled,  and  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock  raising.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat.  He  is  a member  of  Capt.  Lyons 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Glenwood,  Penn.,  and  is  among 
the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Lathrop  township. 

JOHN  RIEFLER.  Our  German-born  resi- 
dents constitute  a most  desirable  class  of  citizens, 
and  in  the  career  of  this  well  known  business  man 
we  find  illustrated  in  a striking  way  the  character- 
istic industry,  thrift,  and  sound  judgment  of  his 
race.  Coming  to  America  as  a poor  boy,  without 
capital  or  influential  friends,  he  has  made  his  own 
way  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  and  for  many  years  he 
has  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  this  section.  At  present  he  resides  in 
Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  where  he  has  built  a 
beautiful  home  in  Main  street,  which  compares 
favorably  with  any  residence  in  the  county,  wealth 
and  good  taste  combining  to  make  it  attractive. 
While  his  attention  is  given  chiefly  to  his  lumber 
interests,  he  is  also  identified  with  other  important 
enterprises,  and  his  real-estate  holdings  include 
several  farms,  and  thousands  of  acres  of  timber 
land. 

Mr.  Riefler  was  born  May  2,  1832,  in  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  where  his  ancestors  had  made  their 
home  for  many  generations.  Henry  Riefler,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  was  a laborer  in  the  vine- 
yards of  that  locality,  and  he  and  his  wife  Anna 
reared  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows : 


Philip  Henry,  who  is  mentioned  below;  George,  a 
weaver  by  trade,  who  died  in  Germany ; Michael, 
v ho  came  to  America  in  1851,  and  died  in  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  Wayne  county ; Katrina,  Jacob 
and  Frederick,  all  of  whom  died  in  the  Fatherland; 
John,  a resident  of  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne 
county,  Annie,  who  married,  and  died  in  Germany. 

Philip  Henry  Riefler,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  at  Wurtemberg  in  1808,  and  died  in 
1852.  He  was  a stone  mason  by  trade,  and  ac- 
cumulated a small  property.  A naturally  religious 
man,  he  faithfully  followed  the  teachings  of  Mar- 
tin Luther.  His  wife,  Katherine  Bauman,  was 
born  September  15,  1811,  and  died  in  1892.  She 
was  of  French  Huguenot  descent,  and  tradition 
says  that  her  grandfather  was  a native  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Alsace,  then  in  France,  but  went  to  Ger- 
many to  escape  religious  persecution,  locating  in 
Gomaringen,  Reutlingen.  His  children  were  Jo- 
hannes, Mrs.  Riefler’s  father;  Johan  M.,  who  came 
to  America  in  1846,  and  died  in  Wayne  county;  and 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Frederick  Weynev,  and 
died  in  Germany.  Mrs.  Riefler’s  father  was  born 
in  1785,  and  became  a weaver  at  Gomaringen, 
where  he  died  in  1878.  He  married  Barbara 
Ankle.  Neither  Philip  Riefler  nor  his  wife  ever 
came  to  America. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  the  family  of 
five  children  born  to  Philip  Henry  and  Katherine 
Riefler.  (2)  Henry,  born  January  13,  1836,  now 
resides  in  Frewsburg,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.  He 
married  Katherine  Slach,  and  they  have  had  four 
children,  Jane,  Emma,  Henry,  and  George.  (3) 
Margaret,  born  in  June,  1839,  married  Charles 
Abbott,  now  deceased,  and  resides  at  Fort  Smith, 
Ark.  She  has  four  children,  Carrie,  Henry,  Will- 
iam, and  Flora.  (4)  Jacob,  born  December  14, 
1842,  is  a farmer  in  Germanv.  He  married  Bar- 
bara Bauman,  and  they  have  five  children,  Jacob, 
Jr.,  Kate,  Barbara,  Henry,  and  John.  (5)  Doro- 
thy, born  in  1848,  married  George  Younger,  and 
has  four  children,  George,  Katherine,  Amelia,  and 
Mary  (who  lives  in  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania). 

Mr.  Riefler  was  educated  in  Germany,  where 
he  attended  school. until  he  reached  the  age  of  four- 
teen. He  then  learned  the  weaver’s  trade  with  his 
grandfather  Bauman,  and  this  business  he  followed 
for  about  five  years.  On  October  8,  1851,  he 
started  for  America  with  his  uncle  Michael  and 
family,  embarking  at  Bremen  in  the  sailing  vessel 
“Gustaf,”  and  spent  forty-two  days  upon  the  water, 
the  voyage  being  rough  and  dangerous,  as  well  as 
long  and  tedious.  His  father  had  advanced  his 
passage  money,  and  on  arriving  at  New  York  he 
was  obliged  to  borrow  the  amout  of  the  fare  to 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  where  his  uncle,  John  M.  Bau- 
man, who  has  since  been  treasurer  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty, had  located  the  previous  spring.  Mr.  Riefler 
arrived  at  Honesdale  in  December,  1851,  and  in 
the  following  January  he  obtained  his  first  perma- 
nent employment  in  the  Hungarian  tannery,  his 
first  earnings  being  sent  to  his  father  to  repay  the 
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loan  of  his  passage  money.  After  working  in  the 
•establishment  for  some  years,  in  various  capacities, 
he  was  made  foreman  in  i860,  and  this  position  he 
held  for  nine  years,  a fact  which  speaks  volumes 
for  his  reliability.  In  tne  meantime  he  was  pre- 
paring for  an  independent  business  career,  and  in 
1867  he  and  his  brother  Henry  bought  the  sawmill 
connected  with  the  tannery,  together,  and  twenty- 
eight  acres  of  land  surrounding  it.  In  1869,  bav- 
ins' given  up  his  position  as  foreman,  our  subject 
purchased  his  brother’s  interest  and  moved  upon 
the  property,  devotinp-  his  attention  for  a time  to 
building  up  a large  lumber  business.  He  logged 
and  sawed  maple,  beech,  and  hemlock  ch'ieflv,  and 
as  time  passed  he  extended  his  operations,  purchas- 
ing large  tracts  of  timber  land.  In  i8qi  he  boueht 
the  old  tannery  at  Tanners  Falls,  Wayne  county, 
with  7,300  acres  of  land,  and  in  September,  1893, 
lie  transformed  the  plant  into  a wood  alcohol  mill, 
which  he  is  now  conducting  successfully,  turning 
•out  abcut  100  gallons  per  day.  He  has  recently 
built  an  addition  to  this  factory,  doubling  its  capa- 
city. He  also  manufactures  umbrella  and  parasol 
handles,  and  in  all  gives  employment  to  over  fifty- 
seven  men,  besides  the  wood  choppers,  who  prepare 
some  6,000  cords  of  wood  per  year,  using  in  win- 
ter 105  teams.  At  his  own  sawmill  Mr.  Riefler 
cuts  nearly  two  million  feet  of  logs,  chiefly  maple. 
In  these  enterprises  he  has  associated  with  him  his 
sons,  John  G.  and  William  F.,  and  his  son-in-law, 
Joseph  L.  Taylor.  On  the  old  homestead,  in  Ore- 
gon township,  he  conducts  another  alcohol  factory, 
in  company  with  his  son-in-law,  E.  D.  Penwarden ; 
this  plant  has  a capacity  of  some  eighty  gallons. 
In  connection  with  each  of  his  factories  he  carried 
on  a general  store.  In  addition  to  these  interests 
lie  has  undertaken  agricultural  work  on  an  exten- 
sive scale,  and  he  now  owns  several  farms,  includ- 
ing the  Baird  and  Carbon  estates,  and  he  has  over 
600  acres  under  cultivation. 

In  1882  Mr.  Riefler  spent  two  months  in  Ger- 
many, revisiting  the  scenes  of  his  youth,  and  dur- 
ing his  absence  his  barns  with  their  contents  were 
destroyed  by  fire.  He  has  always  taken  keen  in- 
terest in  public  questions,  being  thoroughly  in  sym- 
pathy with  all  movements  which  promise  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  his  adopted  country.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  first  a Democrat,  but  since  Lincoln’s 
•second  campaign  he  has  given  his  support  to  the 
Republican  party.  At  times  he  has  held  township 
offices,  serving  many  terms  as  school  director,  and 
in  1878,  during  the  celebrated  “Anti-Courthouse” 
campaign,  he  was  elected  county  commissioner, 
being  a member  of  the  board  which  completed  the 
courthouse.  He  is  also  active  in  religious  work, 
and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a leading  member 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Socially  he  be- 
longs to  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

On  July  24,  1853,  Mr.  Riefler  married  Miss 
Catherine  Follmer,  who  was  born  February  6, 
1830,  in  Dusslingen,  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
daughter  of  David  and  Dorothy  (Relling)  Follmer, 


and  granddaughter  of  Martin  Follmer,  who  owned 
a large  farm  in  that  vicinity.  Fourteen  children 
have  blessed  this  union,  thirteen  of  whom  lived  to 
maturity,  the  others  dying  in  infancy : (1)  Henry 

died  June  23,  1889;  he  married  Miss  Thirza  Law- 
ton,  and  had  two  children,  Nellie  and  Vernon,  of 
whom  the  former  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
(2)  John  G.,  born  July  13,  1854,  married  Miss 
Frankie  Schoonover,  and  they  have  four  children, 
Florence  S.,  Dorothy  V.,  John  F.,  and  Delsey.  (3) 
Margaret,  born  March  4,  1856,  married  Henry 
Tamblyn,  and  has  six  children,  William,  Emerson, 
Millie,  Nellie,  Margaret  and  Harrv.  (4)  Mary 
Catherine, -born  June  5,  1857,  married  Dr.  Frank 
Boyden,  and  had  two  children,  Ruth  (who  died 
May  1,  1898)  and  Arthur  (who  died  in  infancy). 
(5)  Caroline  D.,  born  November  3,  1858,  married 
Edmund  Lee,  and  lias  four  children,  Lindon,  Wal- 
ter, Roland  and  Howard.  (6)  Matilda  U.,  born 
January  29,  i860,  is  at  home.  (7)  Elizabeth, 
born  May  15,  1861,  married  Joseph  Taylor  and  has 
had  three  children,  Lester  and  Edna,  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  (8)  Anna  B.  died  in  infancy. 
(9)  Pauline  A.,  born  May  18,  1864,  married  Eu- 
gene H.  Gates  and  has  four  children.  Everett  L., 
Marie,  Frances  and  Gordon.  (10)  Sopha  D., 
born  February  27,  1867,  and  (11)  Lydia,  born 
April  9,  1868,  are  at  home.  (12)  Charlotte,  born 
March  10,  1870,  married  E.  D.  Penwarden,  and  has 
one  child,  Catherine.  (13)  William  F.,  born  Sep- 
tember 19,  1871,  married  Carrie  Adams,  and  has 
one  child,  William  F.,  Jr.  (14)  Annie,  born  De- 
cember 27,  1872,  married  Alvin  B.  Transue,  and 
has  three  children,  Earl,  Ralph  and  Rachel. 

MATHIAS  HEITZMANN,  a retired  wheel- 
wright and  wagonmaker  of  Matamoras,  Pike  coun- 
ty, was  for  many  years  a most  active  and  ener- 
getic business  man,  and  through  his  own  efforts 
succeeded  in  accumulating  a comfortable  property. 
As  a young  man  he  came  to  America  with  no  capi- 
tal, and  started  out  in  a strange  land  to  overcome 
the  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  the  path  to  prosperi- 
ty. His  dreams  of  the  future  have  been  realized, 
and  his  now  enabled  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares 
and  spend  his  last  years  in  retirement. 

Mr.  Heitzmann  was  born  in  Wittenberg, 
Germany,  September  7,  1827,  and  is  a son  of  George 
and  Anna  (Sherrer)  Heitzmann,  farjning  people 
who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Germany.  The  fa- 
ther died  November  4,  1863,  aged  eighty-two  years, 
the  mother  May  3,  1837,  aged  fifty-three.  Their 
children  were  Anna,  Barbara,  Christina,  Christian, 
Jacob,  George  and  Mathias. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his 
native  land,  but  in  early  life  decided  to  try  his 
fortune  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  on  October 
17,  1848,  landed  in  New  York  City.  Locating  first  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  he  worked  for  the  Erie  Rail- 
road Company  for  two  months,  and  then  went  to 
Milford,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  at  the  wheel- 
wright's trade  for  John  Heller  for  three  years. 


282 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


When  that  gentleman  moved  liis  shop  to  Port  Jervis, 
oui  subject  accompanied  him,  remaining  in  his  em- 
ploy four  years  longer.  Ihe  following  six  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  wheelwright  business  at  Spar- 
rowbush,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  for  a year  and  a 
half  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wheelbarrows. 
He  then  returned  to  Port  Jervis,  and  worked  at  re- 
pairing cars  for  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  for  ten 
years.  His  next  employment  was  with  the  South 
Side  Railway  Company,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  with 
whome  he  remained  ten  years,  and  he  subsequently 
engaged  in  carpentering  at  intervals  until  1895, 
when  he  laid  aside  all  business  cares,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing retired  at  his  pleasant  home  in  Matamoras. 
Socially  he  is  a Master  Mason,  politically  a stalwart 
Democrat,  and  in  religious  connection  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  Wherever  known  he  is  held 
in  high  regard,  and  his  friends  are  many  in  the 
community  where  he  makes  his  home. 

At  Chucktown,  Pike  county,  Mr.  Heitzmann 
was  married,  March  3,  1851,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Bobine,  and  the  children  born  to  them  are  as  fol- 
lows: Lecelia  died  at  the  age  of  four  and  a half 
years;  Mathias  died  at  the  age  one  year;  John,  a 
painter,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  married  Eva  Ludusky ; 
Charles  F.,  a wagon  and  sign  decorator  of  Brook- 
lyn, married  i illie  Beehler ; George,  a partner  of 
his  brother  Charles,  married  Carrie  Comstock ; Mary 
is  the  wife  of  George  Miller,  a manufacturer  of 
machine  belts  at  Brooklyn;  Emma  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Gamber,  an  upholsterer  of  the  same  place ; 
Martha  is  the  wife  of  Philip  Geware,  also  of  Brook- 
lyn, who  is  clerk  for  a steamship  company;  Rose  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  Pullman,  a lithographer  of 
Brooklyn ; and  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Ed  Weiss,  a 
tobacco  merchant  of  Providence,  R.  I.  The  family 
are  all  filling  useful  and  honorable  positions  in  life 
and  are  widely  and  favorable  known. 

JAMES  T.  ROBINSON.  There  is  no  class  of 
biographies  more  interesting  to  read  than  that  of  the 
industrious  and  enterprising  farmer’s  boy  who  has 
risen  unaided  from  an  humble  position  to  one  of 
affluence  and  comfort.  Prominent  among  the  men 
of  Susquehanna  county  who  have  thus  toiled  on- 
ward and  upward,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch,  and  who  is  now  able  to  lay 
aside  all  business  cares  and  enjoy  a well-earned  rest 
at  his  pleasant  home  in  Fairdale. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Robin- 
son was  born  in  Forest  Lake  townsnip,  September 
3,  1838,  and  on  the  paternal  side  is  a grandson  of 
Sabins  Robinson,  of  Connecticut,  who  was  a farm- 
er by  occupation  and  became  a resident  of  Susque- 
hanna county  in  1840.  The  parents,  Alvin  and  Lois 
(Tuttle)  Robinson,  were  born,  reared  and  married 
in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they  continued 
to  make  their  home  until  1836,  in  which  year  they 
removed  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  For  a short 
time  they  lived  in  Jessup  township,  then  in  Forest 
Lake  township,  and  later  in  Bridgewater  township, 
where  the  father,  who  followed  farming  as  a life 


work,  died  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven, and  now  sleeps  by  his  side  in  the  Bridge- 
water  township  cemetery.  She  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he 
was  a Republican  in  politics.  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  namely:  Acksie,  deceased  wife  of  Syl- 
vester Rhinevault;  Adney,  a farmer  of  Forest 
Lake  township ; Almeda,  wife  of  Robert  Strange,  a 
farmer  of  Jessup  township;  James  T.,  our  subject; 
Mary,  wife  of  Asa  Rhinevault,  a farmer  of  Frank- 
lin township,  Susquehanna  county;  and  Barrett,  a 
farmer  of  Bridgewater  township. 

During  his  minority,  James  T.  Robinson  re- 
mained with  his  parents,  acquiring  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  everything  pertaining  to  the  operation 
of  a farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  bought 
fifty-two  acres  of  wild  land,  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, which  was  covered  with  valuable  hard-wood 
timber,  which  he  manufactured  into  eighteen-inch 
lumber.  This  proved  a profitable  investment  and 
upon  that  place  he  made  his  home  for  fifteen  years,, 
transforming  the  cleared  land  into  cultivated  fields. 
Selling  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  removed  to 
Jessup  township,  where  he  operated  a farm  on 
shares  for  five  years,  and  then  purchased  a farm  in 
the  same  township,  to  the  further  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  which  he  devoted  his  time  and  atten- 
tion for  thirteen  years  with  marked  success.  Since 
then  he  has  made  his  home  in  Fairdale,  and  lived 
retired. 

In  1862,  in  Bridgewater  township,  Mr.  Rob- 
inson married  Miss  Elsa  Harper,  by  whom  he  had 
the  following  children:  Gilbert  E.,  a farmer  of  South 
Dakota;  George  D.,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township; 
Margaret,  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; By- 
ron and  Bert  (twins),  the  former  on  the  old  home- 
stead, the  latter,  a soldier  of  the  Cuban  war,  now 
with  our  subject;  Harry  H.,  a resident  of  Jessup 
township ; and  Glenn  and  Lee,  both  at  home.  The 
wife  and  mother,  who  was  a native  of  New  Jersey,, 
died  in  1891,  aged  forty-four  years,  and  was  buried 
in  Fairdale  cemetery.  She  was  a daughter  of  Alex- 
ander Harper,  a farmer,  who  came  from  New  Jer- 
sey to  Susquehanna  county  in  1851. 

At  Fairdale,  in  June,  1894,  Mr.  Robinson  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Ellen  (Sheets)  Stull,  who  was  born  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  May  3,  1841,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Eliza  (Shaffer)  Sheets,  also  natives  of  Sussex 
county,  where  the  father,  who  was  born  May  5, 
1818,  is  now  living  retired.  During  his  active 
business  life  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a car- 
penter. The  mother,  who  was  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  died  in  May,  1868, 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Waupack  cemetery,  Sussex  county.  Mrs.  Robin- 
son is  the  eldest  of  their  children,  the  others  being 
Sarah,  wife  of  John  Garris,  of  Millbrook,  N.  J. ; 
Jane,  wife  of  George  Lundy,  of  Sussex  county; 
John  T.,  who  died  young;  Catherine  A.,  deceased 
wife  of  Obediah  House;  Susan  L.  and  Arminda,. 
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who  both  died  young;  Elizabeth  A.,  widow  of 
Alexander  Westbrooke,  of  New  Jersey;  and  Dakon, 
a resident  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
Mrs.  Robinson’s  paternal  grandfather  was  Jacob 
S.  Sheets,  a native  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  who 
married  Susan  A.  Easterline,  and  died  in  New  Jer- 
sey. Her  maternal  grandparents,  George  and 
Catherine  (Hemp)  Shaffer,  were  also  born  in 
Bucks  county,  and  died  in  New  Jersey.  Airs.  Rob- 
inson was  first  married  September  29,'  1869,  to  Wil- 
lard T.  Stull,  a farmer  and  cooper,  who  died  July  8, 
1877,  and  was  buried  in  Bowles  cemetery,  Jessup 
township.  To  them  were  born  three  children, 
namely:  Katie,  now  the  wife  of  George  M.  Brutz- 

man,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; Lida,  wife  of  Byron  Horton,  a farmer  of 
Jessup  township;  and  Eva,  wife  of  Edward  Tay- 
lor, a farmer  of  Forest  Lake  township. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  a leading  and  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Fairdale,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  steward,  and  being  a strong 
temperance  man,  he  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Prohi- 
bition party.  He  served  as  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship three  years,  discharging  the  duties  of  the  office 
in  a most  commendable  manner,  and  as  a public- 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen  he  has  done  much 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  communities  in  which 
he  has  lived. 

WILBUR  F.  LYMAN  is  a well  known  resi- 
dent of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  belongs  to  a family  which  has  been  identified 
with  the  history  of  this  part  of  the  county  from  an 
early  day,  and  whose  members  have  always  held  an 
honorable  place  among  its  industrious  and  valuable 
citizens.  He  is  a grandson  of  Gideon  Lyman,  who 
was  born  about  1785  at  Lymanville,  in  'Springville 
township,  where  he  passed  his  early  life.  He" died 
at  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  in  Washington  town- 
ship, Wyoming  county.  Bv  his  first  wife,  Keziah 
Earl,  he  had  four  children,  viz.:  Llewellyn,  a min- 

ister of  the  M.  E.  Church,  who  died  in  early  man- 
hood ; Fannie,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Zurab 
Travis,  of  Wyoming  county;  Landers,  father  of  our 
subject;  and  George,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years.  For  his  second  wife  Gideon  Lyman 
married  Harriet  Lee,  of  Easton,  Pennsylvania. 

Landers  Lyman  was  November  10,  1814,  in 
Washington  township,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  there  he  married 
Miss  Eliza  Sanders,  a native  of  Ohio,  born  June  5, 
1816.  He  followed  farming  in  Wyoming  county, 
where  he  owned  land,  until  his  son  Wilbur  was 
about  seven  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  settling  in  Springville  township, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  and  where 
his  widow  still  makes  her  home.  His  death,  which 
was  very  sudden,  occurred  August  31,  1877,  while 
he  was  in  the  field  sowing  wheat.  Landers  Lyman 
was  a prominent  man  in  Springville  township  in 
his  day,  a citizen  who  was  respected  and  trusted 
by  his  fellowmen,  and  he  held  the  offices  of  tax  col- 


lector, assessor  and  school  director  with  ability  and 
general  satisfaction.  He  was  active  in  local  pol- 
itics, first  as  a Whig  and  later  as  a Republican,  and 
in  the  days  of  the  Abolitionist  party  assisted  by  his 
means  and  influence  in  the  workings  of  the  “under- 
ground railroad”  to  Canada.  He  was  equally  zeal- 
ous in  Church  work,  he  and  his  wife  holding  mem- 
bership with  the  M.  E.  Society,  and  served  for  years 
as  trustee,  class-leader,  steward  and  superintendent 
of  Sunday-school.  Of  his  four  children,  Wilbur  F. 
was  the  eldest ; Adelaide,  now  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  S.  Bunnell ; Lucy  is  the  widow  of  Rev.  L. 
L.  Peck,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; Prentice  died 
young. 

Wilbur  F.  Lyman  was  born  July  7,  1839,  in 
Washington  township,  Wyoming  county,  and  as 
above  stated  came  to  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  when  seven  years  old.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  district  schools  of  that 
township,  finishing  with  study  at  the  Wyoming 
Seminary,  Kingston,  Penn.  He  was  reared  to  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  and  in  1858  commenced  on  his 
own  account,  buying  100  acres  of  wild  land  in  the 
southeast  part  of  Auburn  township,  where  he  has 
since  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming,  having 
now  sixty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  has  added 
thirty  acres  to  the  original  tract.  In  addition  to 
general  farming  Air.  Lyman  has  engaged  quite  ex- 
tensively in  sheep  raising  and  also  in  dairying,  at 
present  keeping  ten  cows,  all  young  stock  and  full- 
blooded  Jerseys.  In  1899  he  bought  a steam  mill 
of  fifteen-horse  power,  20  x 75  feet  in  dimensions, 
where  he  carries  on  sawing  and  planing  both  for 
himself  and  others,  and  altogether  he  is  a very  busy 
man.  He  has  been  well  repaid,  however,  for  the 
care  and  time  he  has  devoted  to  his  various  enter- 
prises, for  he  gains  a comfortable  competence  by 
industry  and  thrifty  management,  and  he  ranks 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  community. 
Pie  is  a systematic  and  energetic  business  man,  and 
he  has  a reputation  second  to  none  for  honesty  and 
fairness  in  all  his  dealings,  having  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  has  never 
sought  office  and  does  not  give  much  attention  to 
public  affairs. 

Air.  Lyman  was  married  November  2,  1S58, 
in  Springville  township,  to  Aliss  Alargaret  C.  Mc- 
Kean, and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
named  children:  Fred  B.,  born  May  18,  i860,  is 

a farmer  and  railroad  employe  and  lives  in  Lemon 
township,  Wyoming  county  (he  married  Julia  Aus- 
tin and  has  two  children,  Addison  W.  and  Grace)  ; 
Edward  W.,  born  November  3,  1862,  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years ; Fannie  E.,  born  September  2,  1867, 
is  the  wife  of  George  Berry,  of  Wyoming  county, 
and  has  two  children,  Thomas  W.  and  Landis  A. ; 
Grace,  born  July  19,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Ells- 
worth, of  Wyoming  county,  and  has  two  children, 
Carrie  E.  and  Thomas  W. ; Lottie,  who  married 
Edward  Bowman,  has  one  child,  Burton  W. ; Lan- 
ders, born  May  5,  1878,  assists  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm;  Emma,  born  October  5,  1880,  lives  at 
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home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyman  take  an  active  part  in 
Church  work,  and  he  held  the  office  of  steward  at 
one  time;  he  joined  the  Free  Methodist  Society  in 
1893,  and  Mrs.  Lyman  is  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  Mr.  Lyman’s  political  support  was  for- 
merly given  to  the  Republican  party,  but  he  is  now 
an  ardent  Prohibitionist,  and  he  is  always  interested 
in  any  project  which  will  advance  the  moral  and 
material  interests  of  his  community.  On  July  30, 
1863,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  35th  P.  V.  I.,  un- 
der Capt.  C.  C.  Halstead.  This  was  an  emergency 
regiment,  and  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  guard- 
ed the  prisoners  and  buried  the  dead. 

Mrs.  Margaret  C.  (McKean)  Lyman  is  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Angle)  McKean, 
natives  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Daniel  and  Margaret  McKean.  She  is  the 
second  youngest  in  a family  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  Charles  G.,  born  February  2,  1826,  is  de- 
ceased ; Euphemia  A.,  born  October  9,  1827,  is  de- 
ceased; Jeremiah,  born  November  7,  1829,  is  de- 
ceased ; Sarah  Ann,  born  January  3,  1833,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Elisha  Lyman,  of  Wyoming  county; 
Daniel,  born  May  18,  1834,  is  deceased;  John  H., 
born  September  13,  1836,  is  an  editor,  living  in 
Kokomo,  Ind. ; Margaret  C.  was  born  October  2, 
1839;  Martha  I.,  horn  May  3,  1843,  married  Bloom- 
field Lyman,  of  Sayre,  Bradford  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

JOHN  G.  RTEFLER,  a member  of  the  well 
known  firm  of  Riefler  & Sons,  of  Tanners  Falls, 
Wayne  county,  has  a wide  reputation  as  a most 
capable  business  man,  and  occupies  a position  of  no 
little  prominence  in  commercial  circles.  His  life 
demonstrates  what  may  be  accomplished  through 
energy,  careful  management,  keen  foresight  and 
the  utilization  of  the  powers  with  which  nature  has 
endowed  a man,  and  the  opportunities  with  which 
the  times  surround  him. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Riefler  was 
born  in  Oregon  township,  July  13,  1854,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  until  he  was  thir- 
teen years  of  age.  He  assisted  his  father  in  lum- 
bering and  clearing  land,  and  after  reaching  the  age 
of  twenty-one  received  wages  for  his  services.  In 
1881  he  went  to  Erie,  Penn.,  and  in  company  with 
an  uncle  bought  a hotel,  but  he  sold  out  at  the  end 
of  a year  and  returned  to  Wayne  county,  where  he 
ran  his  father's  sawmill.  In  1890  the  firm  of 
Riefler  & Sons  began  operations  at  Tanners  Falls, 
Dyberry  township,  their  original  purchase  consist- 
ing o:  7.338  acres  of  land,  mills,  shops,  a store, 
dwelling  houses,  etc.  The  sawmill  has  been  in  con- 
tinual operation,  and  in  1893  the  acid  factory  was 
built.  It  is  supplied  with  sixteen  huge  retorts, 
which  after  being  filled  with  hard  wood  are  sub- 
jected to  intense  heat  for  twenty-four  hours,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  smoke,  etc.,  passes  through 
pipes  Immersed  in  water,  and  the  alcohol,  being 
more  easily  condensed  than  other  liquids,  is  drawn 
off.  The  wood  when  removed  from  the  retorts  is 


charcoal,  and  by  means  of  this  and  other  substances 
acted  upon  by  very  expensive  machinery,  acetate 
of  lime  is  made — a substance  used  extensively  in 
the  dyeing  of  calico,  as  it  produces  a fast  color,  and 
also  in  the  manufacture  of  paris  green,  smokeless 
powder,  etc.  A second  factory  of  the  same  capa- 
city was  erected  in  1898.  On  January  26,  1900, 
application  was  made  by  Hon.  Joel  Hill,  his  son 
Louis,  John  Riefler  and  his  sons  John  G.  and  Will- 
iam F.,  and  Joseph  Taylor  for  the  charter  of  an 
intended  corporation  to  be  called  the  Duck  Harbor 
Lumber  & Chemical  Co.,  to  be  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  manufacturing  and  selling  lumber,  wood 
alcohol,  acetates,  charcoal  and  other  products  made 
from  wood  by  destructive  distillation.  The  stock 
company  recently  purchased  a large  tract  of  timber 
land  at  Duck  Harbor,  and  will  erect  another  large 
factory  at  Lookout  during  the  summer  of  1900, 
contracts  already  being  let  and  much  wood  pre- 
pared. 

Mr.  Riefler  was  married,  May  15,  1889,  to 
Miss  Frances  E.  Schoonover,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Swift,  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Honesdale.  Mrs.  Riefler 
was  born  April  17,  1864,  at  Prompton  borough,  a 
daughter  of  Levi  L.  and  Delcve  (Barheit)  Schoon- 
over, the  former  a native  of  Oregon  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  the  latter  of  Windham,  Greene 
Co.,  N.  Y.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riefler  have  been 
born  five  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  births 
are  as  follows:  Florence  Schoonover,  September 

26,  1891;  Dorothy  Vollmer,  July  31,  1893;  John 
Franklin,  October'21,  1894;  Delcye  Marjorie,  June 
1,  1897;  Robert  Bruce,  February  10,  1899. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Riefler  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  taking  a deep  and  commendable 
interest  in  public  affairs.  He  has  acceptably  filled 
the  offices  of  postmaster  at  Tanners  Falls,  township 
assessor,  and  mercantile  appraiser  of  the  county. 
In  1895  he  was  an  applicant  for  the  office  of  county 
treasurer,  and  was  beaten  in  the  convention  by  one 
vote.  At  the  Republican  convention  in  1898  Mr. 
Riefler  was  nominated  by  acclamation  for  the  same 
office,  and  elected  by  a pleasing  majority.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  Heptasophs, 
and  of  the  Exchange  Club.  His  devotion  to  the 
public  good  is  unquestioned,  and  arises  from  a sin- 
cere interest  in  his  fellowmen. 

JAMES  E.  DONEY,  the  well  known  pro- 
prietor of  the  “Pocono  Lake  Hotel  at  Houser 
Mills,  Monroe  county,  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
having  been  born  in  Powder  Valley,  Lehigh  county, 
April  23,  1863.  His  father,  Jacob  Doney,  was  born 
and  reared  at  the  same  place,  and  there  he  still  re- 
sides at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  honored  and 
respected  by  the  entire  community.  Throughout 
life  he  has  been  a farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  still 
carries  on  operations  along  that  line.  In  the  coun- 
ty of  his  nativity  he  married  Miss  Eva  Esterly,  who 
was  born  there  and  died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five  years.  Four  children  graced  this  union: 
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Sarah,  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Walter,  of  Spin- 
nersville,  Lehigh  county;  James  E.,  our  subject; 
Harry,  an  agent  living  in  Bethlehem,  Penn. ; and 
Kate,  wife  of  Samuel  Kriekle,  of  Hosensack,  Le- 
high county.  Politically  the  father  is  a supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

During  his  minority  James  E.  Doney  assisted 
in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  and  attended  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  commenced  learning  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade  at  Coopersville,  Penn.,  and  after  mas- 
tering the  business  he  followed  it  for  two  years  at 
Spring  Valley,  Lehigh  county.  During  the  follow- 
ing two  years  he  carried  on  business  throughout 
Lehigh  county  as  a horse  dealer,  and  in  1892,  in 
partnership  with  A.  E.  Slmbberd,  he  opened  a gen- 
eral store  at  Tompkinsville,  or  Houser  Mills,  Mon- 
roe county,  conducting  the  same  for  two  years. 
For  the  same  length  of  time  they  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  at  that  place,  but  in  April,  1896,  the 
partnership  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Doney  opened 
the  house  known  as  the  “St.  James  Hotel.”  There 
he  did  a general  hotel  business  for  three  years.  In 
1899  he  built  the  “Pocono  Lake  Hotel,”  moved  into 
it  m April,  and  on  May  15  received  a license,  since 
when  he  has  been  doing  a general  hotel  business. 
The  interests  and  comfort  of  his  guests  are  the 
great  objects  he  is  striving  for,  and  no  more  genial 
and  pleasant  landlord  can  be  found  in  a wide  range 
of  country.  His  house  is  well  fitted  up,  is  con- 
venient and  comfortable,  and  the  cuisine  is  unex- 
ceptionable. Besides  his  property  in  Houser  Mills, 
Mr.  Doney  owns  land  in  Bingham  township,  North- 
ampton county,  Penn.  The  Democratic  party  has 
no  more  ardent  supporter  of  its  principles  than  he, 
and  socially  he  is  a charter  member  of  the  Patriotic 
Order  Sons  of  America  at  Houser  Mills,  of  which 
he  has  been  treasurer  since  the  organization. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON,  an  enter- 
prising and  successful  agriculturist  of  New  Milford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  gives  his  attention 
to  general  crops,  making  no  specialties,  and  the  wis- 
dom of  his  course  is  seen  in  the  excellent  results 
obtained.  He  keeps  well  informed  upon  'modern  ideas 
relating  to  his  calling,  is  a member  of  the  local 
Grange,  and  his  sympathies  are  with  every  pro- 
gressive movement. 

Mr.  Harrison  comes  of  good  English  ancestry, 
and  his  paternal  grandparents,  Aaron  and  Sarah 
(Harrison)  Harrison,  were  residents  of  Wiltshire, 
England.  This  worthy  couple  had  eight  children, 
namely:  Samuel,  James,  Richard,  John,  Robert, 

George,  Harry  (who  died  in  Washington,  Conn.), 
and  Mary  A.  (who  never  married).  All  are  now 
deceased ; Robert,  Harry  and  George  were  the  only 
ones  to  come  to  America. 

George  Harrison,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Wiltshire,  England,  November  10,  1808,  and 
came  to  this  country  in  early  manhood,  locating 
first  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  later  in  Litch- 


field county,  Conn.  In  1849  he  removed  to  this 
section,  and  settled  upon  a portion  of  our  subject’s 
present  farm,  but  in  1889  lie  retired  from  active 
work  and  made  his  home  in  New  Milford.  Pie 
died  in  1892,  aged  eighty-four  years,  and  his  re- 
mains were  interred  in  New  Milford,  Penn.  He 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Senior,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 3,  1810,  in  England,  and  died  October  24, 
1874,  aged  sixty-three  years.  Her  parents,  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  (Harvey)  Senior,  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1830  with  eleven  children,  and 
after  spending  some  years  in  Dutchess  county  set- 
tled upon  a farm  in  Connecticut.  She  died  at  our 
subject's  present  homestead  in  1875,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rison married  (second)  Mrs.  Harrington  Foster. 
He  had  rive  children,  all  by  the  first  marriage : 
James  is  a commission  merchant  in  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
William  H.  comes  second  in  the  order  of  birth. 
Frances  A.  married  Frederick  Percy,  a carpenter  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Anna  M.  married  (first)  Will- 
iam H.  Sherer,  and  (second)  A.  H.  Thompson,  a 
machinist  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Ida  E.  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  14,  1837,  at 
Washington,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirty. 
He  then  purchased  a farm  in  Franklin  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  but  he  has  since  resided  at  the  old  homestead. 
In  politics  he  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  Prohibition 
principles,  and  he  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Frank- 
lin Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  he  united  in 
1896.  O11  March  20,  1866,  he  was  married  in 

Franklin  township  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Handrick) 
Ward,  and  three  children  have  blessed  the  union. 
Nellie  married  L.  A.  Sherwood,  a farmer  in  New 
Milford  township,  and  they  have  one  son,  Eugene 
Harrison,  born  August  23,  1897;  Hattie  married 
John  Moffatt,  also  a farmer  in  the  same  township ; 
and  Miss  Maude,  a popular  young  lady,  is  at  home. 

Mrs.  Harrison  is  a native  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, and  a member  of  an  old  and  honored  pioneer 
family,  her  paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Dotha 
(Gibbs)  Handrick,  of  Connecticut,  having  come  to 
Susquehanna  county  about  one  hundred  years  ago. 
settling  in  New  Milford  township.  Her  father,. 
Sheldon  G.  Handrick,  was  born  in  New  Milford 
township,  and  as  a young  man  followed  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  but  later  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
Franklin  township.  He  died  in  1874,  aged  sixty- 
one  years.  His  wife,  Louisa  (Smith),  died  in  Oc- 
tober, 1849,  at  ^e  age  of  thirty-four,  and  their  re- 
mains were  interred  at  Upsonville.  The  Smith 
family  is  well  known  in  Franklin  township,  and 
Sylvester  and  Polly  (Bates)  Smith,  parents  of  Mrs. 
Handrick,  were  highly  esteemed  residents  of  that 
locality,  he  being  one  of  the  seven  brothers  who 
first  settled  in  Franklin  township.  Sheldon  G.  and 
Louisa  Handrick  had  four  children,  as  follows : 
Emma  L.  (deceased),  who  married  D.  D.  Lathrop; 
Benjamin  B.,  a resident  of  Hallstead,  Penn.;  Mary 
A.  (Mrs.  Harrison)  ; and  Augusta  (deceased),. 
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who  married  Charles  L.  Lawson,  of  Homer.  Mrs. 
Harrison  holds  an  enviable  place  in  social  life,  and 
has  been  active  in  many  movements  of  a philan- 
thropic nature.  During  the  Civil  war  she  helped 
in  collecting  supplies  for  the  soldiers  and  forward- 
ing them  to  points  where  they  could  be  used  most 
effectively.  Her  first  husband,  William  Ward,  met 
a soldier’s  death  at  Gettysburg. 

GEORGE  ELTING  VAN  ETTEN.  Mr. 
Van  Etten  is  among  the  younger  farmers  of  Lenox 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  is  a member 
of  an  old  and  prominent  New  Jersey  family,  and  in 
his  agricultural  career  is  demonstrating  that  the 
family  success  of  the  past  has  not  yet  departed 
from  the  representatives  of  the  present.  He  is  a 
wide-awake  citizen,  interested  not  only  in  his  own 
affairs,  but  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  public  good. 
His  religious  and  political  affiliations  are  active, 
and  as  a farmer  he  is  keeping  thoroughly  in  touch 
with  modern  progress. 

Mr.  Van  Etten  was  born  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, September  22,  1861,  a son  of  Peter  Westbrook 
and  Eliza  (Gumaer)  Van  Etten.  His  great-grand- 
father was  Henry  Van  Etten,  and  his  grandfather, 
Isaiah  Van  Etten,  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.,  August  12,  1781,  and  died  March  19,  1856.  He 
married  Belinda  Westbrook,  who  was  born  January 

I,  1785,  and  died  August  26,  1841. 

Peter  Westbrook  Van  Etten  was  born  in  Sus- 
sex county,  N.  J.,  February  14,  1814.  He  there 
grew  to  manhood,  and  in  1840  married  Eliza 
Gumaer,  who  was  born  June  23,  1823,  a daughter 
of  Geradeus  and  Eunice  (Patterson)  Gumaer. 
Geradeus  Gumaer  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.,  a son. of  Peter  and  Hannah  (Van  Inwiggen) 
Gumaer,  and  grandson  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth 
(Van  Etten)  Gumaer,  of  French  birth.  Eunice  Pat- 
terson was  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth 
Patterson.  To  Geradeus  and  Eunice  Gumaer  were 
born  the  following  children:  Jeremiah,  who  died 

in  Sussex  county,  N.  J. ; Hannah,  who  married 
Selah  Gordon,  of  Orange  county,  N,  Y. : Cornelius, 
who  died  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; George,  who 
married  Sally  Van  Inwiggen,  and  died  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J. ; Isaac,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sarah, 
who  married  Elisha  DePew,  of  Sussex  county,  N. 

J.  ; Lydia,  who  married  Abner  Brundage,  of  Lack- 
awanna, Penn.;  Jane,  who  married  John  Van  Gor- 
der ; and  Eliza,  the  mother  of  our  subj  ect. 

For  about  two  years  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  a merchant  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  In  1844 
he  came  to  Luzerne  county,  purchasing  a farm  upon 
which  he  and  his  family  lived  about  fifteen  years. . 
Then,  in  1859,  they  came  to  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  buying  and  occupying  a farm  of 
160  acres,  and  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
their  death.  The  father  was  a Democrat  until  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  sup- 
ported its  principles,  and  had  been  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  He  died  March  4,  1898.  To  Peter 
W.  and  Eliza  Van  Etten  were  born  the  following 
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children:  Henry  J.,  who  died  aged  fourteen  years; 

William  Edgar,  who  lived  in  Luzerne  county,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-three  years;  Ursula  Jane, 
born  April  29,  1847,  wife  of  Nathan  Ransom,  of 
Lenox  township ; Eunice  Belinda,  wife  of  Abram 
Kennedy,  of  Lackawanna  county ; Mary  Elizabeth, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years ; and  George 
E.,  our  subject. 

George  E.  Van  Etten  received  a good  educa- 
tion in  the  neighboring  schools,  and  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm.  He  adopted  farming  as  his  voca- 
tion in  life,  and  now  works  his  mother’s  farm  of 
158  acres,  and  is  engaged  in  general  and  dairy 
farming.  He  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss  Effie  S. 
Wallace,  daughter  of  Ferris  Wallace,  of  Benton. 
To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren: Hettie  May,  born  October  12,  1886;  and 

Lena  Viola,  born  December  6,  1892. 

In  politics  Mr.  Van  Etten  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican. He  has  served  two  terms  as  clerk  of  the 
township.  Himself  and  wife  are  devout  members 
of  the  United  Evangelical  Church,  and  he  is  also  a 
member  of  Lenox  Grange  No.  931. 

DAVID  GUNN,  who  carries  on  a thriving 
wheelwright  and  blacksmith  business  in  addition  to 
cultivating  his  farm  at  Dingmans  Ferry,  in  Pike 
county,  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and  respected  men 
of  that  place  who  may  be  truly  termed  as  self-made, 
having  worked  up  to  his  present  station  of  pros- 
perity by  his  own  efforts,  and  he  occupies  an  en- 
viable position  among  the  substantial  citizens  of 
Delaware  township,  where  he  has  lived  since  child- 
hood. 

Mr.  Gunn  was  born  August  4,  1844,  in  Still- 
water township,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  a son  of  David 
and  Mary  (Millheim)  Gunn,  both  of  whom  wxre 
natives  of  Sussex  county,  where  they  lived  until 
some  years  after  their  marriage.  In  1847  they  came 
to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  settling  in  Delaware  town- 
ship, where  they  passed  the  rest  of  their  days,  the 
father  dying  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and 
the  mother  in  1873,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
seven.  They  sleep  their  final  sleep  in  the  cemetery 
at  Dingmans.  Their  family  consisted  of  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Abby  married  Gilbert  Heater,  of 
Delaware  township ; Ann  is  the  wife  of  William 
Sovecool,  a retired  citizen  of  Newton,  N.  J. ; Jesse 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  living  retired  in 
Delaware  township,  unmarried ; Libby  died  when 
young;  David  is  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines; 
Thomas  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  The 
father  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

Our  subject’s  father  dying  when  he  was  but 
twelve  years  of  age,  he  was  obliged  to  commence 
the  struggle  for  a livelihood  somewhat  early  in  life, 
and  engaged  for  a number  of  years  in  farm  work, 
hiring  out  to  different  farmers.  In  1864  he  ap- 
prenticed himself  to  John  Fuller,  of  Dingmans 
Ferry,  for  three  years,  and  after  the  close  of  that 
period  he  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade  until  1888, 
in  which  year  he  returned  to  his  first  trade,  that  of 
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wheelwright,  building  the  shop  in  Dingman’s  Ferry 
which  he  has  since  conducted  so  successfully.  Mr. 
Gunn  also  does  blacksmith  work,  and  manages  his 
farm,  with  profitable  results  in  every  branch  of  his 
business,  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  has 
given  his  affairs  the  closest  attention,  neglecting 
no  detail  of  his  work  either  as  a mechanic  or  as  a 
farmer.  He  has  surely  merited  all  the  good  for- 
tune which  has  come  to  him,  for  he  has . labored 
faithfully  and  diligently  all  his  life,  and  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  old  he  gave  his  earnings  to  his 
widowed  mother.  Though  he  takes  the  interest  in 
public  affairs  which  every  patriotic  citizen  should 
take,  he  has  never  aspired  to  office,  having  served, 
however,  for  two  terms  as  poormaster,  and  for  a 
few  terms  as  judge  of  elections.  Flis  political  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  quiet 
and  unostentatious  in  his  manners  and  habits, 
nevertheless  he  is  well  known  throughout  this  sec- 
tion, and  he  is  esteemed  by  all  as  one  of  the  most 
thrifty,  hard-working  and  deserving  men  of  which 
the  township  can  boast. 

Mr.  Gunn  has  been  twice  married,  on  the  first 
occasion,  in  1870,  at  Washingtonville,  N.  J.,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Lattimore,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
namely:  Franklin,  living  with  his  father,  who 

married  Minnie  Honesheltz ; and  Mary,  wife  of 
William  Danley,  a truck  farmer  of  Westfall  town- 
ship, Pike  county.  The  mother  passed  away  Janu- 
ary 8,  1875.  She  was  a daughter  of  Hugh  and 
Mary  (Cortright)  Lattimore.  In  1886  Mr.  Gunn 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss  Martha  Hohen- 
shelt,  the  ceremony  taking  place  at  Columbus,  N.  J. 
No  children  have  been  born  to  this  union.  Mrs. 
Gunn  is  a native  of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where 
her  father,  Samuel  Hohenshelt,  was  also  born,  in 
June,  1828,  and  he  still  resides  there,  engaged  in 
farming  in  Cherry  Valley.  His  parents,  Daniel  and 
Gaziah  (Labar)  Hohenshelt,  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many and  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  respectively,  the 
father  coming  to  this  country  and  settling  in  Mon- 
roe county  in  early  manhood,  and  he  followed  farm- 
ing there  for  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Samuel 
Hohenshelt  married  Elizabeth  Anthony,  who  was 
born  January  1,  1830,  in  Monroe  county,  a daugh- 
ter of  Conrad  and  Catherine  (Fellencer)  Anthony, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  were. early  settlers  in 
Monroe  county.  Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hohenshelt,  viz.:  Martha  (Mrs.  Gunn)  ; 

Gaziah,  wife  of  Charles  Flight,  a farmer  of  Mon- 
. roe  county;  John,  living  on  the  home  farm;  Min- 
nie, married  to  Frank  Gunn,  a blacksmith,  of  Ding- 
mans  Ferry;  Mary,  living  in  Monroe  county,  un- 
married ; William,  at  home,  who  is  a glass  polisher 
by  trade;  and  Nora,  also  living  at  home. 

STEPHEN  VAUGHN  TRUMBULL,  of  New 
Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  the  owner 
of  a choice  farm  of  175  acres  of  valuable  property 
in  New  Milford,  and  his  residence  shows  in  its  ap- 
pointments the  combination  of  comfort  and  good 
taste  which  distinguishes  the  typical  American  home. 


As  a citizen  Mr.  Trumbull  is  identified  with  the  best 
interests  of  his  locality,  being  especially  prominent 
in  religious  and  educational  work. 

Our  subject  is  of  Scottish  descent  in  the  pater- 
nal line,  his  grandparents,  Charles  and  Mary  Trum- 
bull, having  come  from  Scotland  to  this  country 
early  in  life,  locating  for  a short  time  in  Schenec- 
tady, N.  \ .,  and  then  settling  permanently  in  Bridge- 
water  _ township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  The 
grandfather  died  in  1859,  aged  seventy-two  years, 
and  the  grandmother,  who  was  born  in  1787^  died 
in  1851.  They  had  five  chilren:  Betsey  (Mrs.  Fred 
Foster)  ; Nancy  (Mrs.  John  Martin) ; Mary  (Mrs. 
Hiram  Baker)  ; William,  who  died  aged  twenty- 
five  years ; and  John,  our  subject’s  father.  Of  this 
family  none  are  now  living. 

John  Trumbull,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and  was  about  eight 
years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  this 
section.  Throughout  life  he  was  connected  with 
agricultural  interests,  but  he  was  also  a skilled  me- 
chanic, and  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  business 
as  a lumberman,  contractor  and  speculator.  When 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  was 
being  built  he  distributed  the  ties  between  Scranton 
and  Great  Bend.  His  prosperity  enabled  him  to 
do  much  to  advance  the  cause  of  religion,  in  which 
he  was  deeply  interested,  and  he  was  one  of  the  most 
liberal  contributors  to  the  building  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  at  'Montrose.  As  a boy  he  united 
with  the  Church,  and  from  early  manhood  held  the 
office  of  elder.  He  died  November  28,  1884,  aged 
seventy-two  years,  and  uras  buried  in  Hart  Lake 
cemetery.  Flis  wife,  Mary  (Baldwin),  who  died 
March  4,  1881,  was  a native  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  born  in  1813,  and  her 
father,  Matthew  Baldwin,  was  a well  known  pioneer 
of  that  locality.  Of  the  six  children  of  Tohn  and 
Mary  Trumbell,  the  eldest,  William,  lost  his  left 
arm  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  returned  home ; 
he  died  four  years  later  while  he  was  holding  a 
clerkship  in  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  He  married  Miss  Agnes  Dubois,  of 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Stephen  V.,  our  subject,  was 
next  in  the  order  of  birth ; Jane  married  H.  N.  Tif- 
fany, a merchant  and  farmer  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, who  is  now  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace; 
Mary,  Barton  and  Lillie  died  in  childhood. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  7,  1843,  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  remained 
at  the  old  homestead  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-six.  He  then  purchased  a farm  in  Frank- 
lin township,  and  in  1885  he  removed  to  New  Mil- 
ford and  at  present  he  has  his  farms  worked  by 
others.  Politically  Mr.  Trumbull  is  a Prohibition- 
ist of  Republican  antecedents,  and  while  residing 
in  Franklin  township  he  served  two  terms  as  as- 
sessor. Since  his  removal  to  New  Milford  he  has 
done  effective  work  as  a member  of  the  school 
board.  He  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian.  Church, 
in  which  he  has  been  ruling  elder  for  the  past  thir- 
teen years,  and  for  over  thirty  years  he  has  been 


288 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


superintendent  of  various  Sunday-schools.  On 
September  23,  1869,  he  was  married  at  Great  Bend 
to  Miss  Henrietta  A.  Gardner,  and  two  children  have 
blessed  the  union : R.  Belle  married  D.  B.  Replo- 

gle,  an  attorney  at  Scranton,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Mildred ; and  Miss  B.  Maud  is  at  home. 

Mrs.  Henrietta  A.  (Gardner)  Trumbull  is  a 
member  of  a prominent  family  of  Susquehanna 
county,  and  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township  April 
1,  1851.  Her  ancestors  settled  in  Connecticut  at  an 
early  date,  and  Perry  Green  Gardner  was  among 
the  pioneers  of  the  Wyoming  Valley,  but  returned 
to  Connecticut  after  the  massacre  of  1778.  His 
son  Jonathan,  who  was  twelve  years  old  at  the  time 
of  that  historic  event,  visited  the  site  many  years 
later  and  found  the  “pewter”  which  his  father  had 
secreted  under  some  rocks,  and  this  he  always 
used,  thereafter,  upon  his  table.  Jonathan  Gard- 
ner was  married  n New  London,  Conn.,  to  Eunice 
Latham  (1771-1853)  and  located  first  in  Schoharie 
county,  and  later  in  Durham,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y. 
In  1820  he  removed  to  East  Bridgewater,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  purchased  from  William  Jessup 
and  Isaac  Post  60  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he 
built  a log  house.  He  died  there  in  1850,  aged 
eighty-four  years,  and  the  remains  of  himself  and 
wife  now  rest  In  the  cemetery  at  East  Bridgewater. 
They  had  the  following  children:  Lucretia  (1795- 

1870)  married  Isaac  Babcock  and.  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  before  the  rest  of  the  family,  locating 
at  Dimock;  Lydia,  born  in  1797,  married  Ezekiel 
D.  Babcock,  of  East  Bridgewater;  William  (1800- 
1854)  settled  on  a farm  adjoining  that  of  his  father; 
Alexander,  born  in  1803,  died  at  Waymart  unmar- 
ried ; Latham  is  mentioned  below ; and  Hannah, 
born  in.  1809,  married  Joseph  Stanton,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  where  she  died  some  vears  ago. 

Latham  Gardner  was  born  November  26,  1806, 
in  Broome  township,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  at 
the  early  age  of  eleven  years  started  out  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  He  began  farm  work 
at  $3  per  month,  his  wages  increasing  as  he  became 
more  competent,  and  at  sixteen  he  took  a farm  at 
Durham,  N.  Y.,  on  shares,  remaining  there  four 
37ears.  For  a year  he  was  employed  as  a foreman 
in  constructing  a road  over  the  Catskills,  and  for  one 
year,  1829,  he  conducted  a hotel  at  Durham  and 
also  served  as  postmaster,  under  commission  from 
President  Jackson.  In  1829  he  married  Angeline 
Moore  (1811-1881),  a daughter  of  Joseph  Moore, 
of  Catskill,  who  removed  to  East  Bridgewater  in 
1832  to  spend  his  last  days,  he  and  his  wife  both 
being  buried  in  a cemetery  at  Hart  Lake.  In  1832 
Latham  Gardner  settled  upon  his  father’s  homestead 
which  he  had  paid  for  about  seven  years  before, 
taking  the  title  himself.  Later  he  bought  the  Philo 
I -uce  farm  adjoining,  and  in  1851  he  sold  the  entire 
property  and  bought  200  acres  in  East  Bridgewater. 
For  twenty  years  he  was  extensively  interested  in 
stock  dealing,  making  purchases  in  Bradford, 
Broome  and  Susquehanna  counties  for  the  mar- 
kets of  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  other  cities, 


but  he  retired  from  the  business  in  1861.  Polit- 
ically he  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party  until 
the  nomination  of  Garfield,  when  he  supported  the 
Greenback  ticket.  At  one  time  he  was  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  county  sheriff,  but  divisions  in 
the  party  caused  his  defeat,  and  in  1884  he  was  the 
Greenback  nominee  for  county  treasurer,  the  party 
being,  however,  hopelessly  in  the  minority.  He  and 
his  wife 'had  a family  of  eight  children : (1)  Philo 

M. ,  born  In  1831,  settled  in  Missouri.  (2)  Jane 

E.,  born  in  1832,  married  Joel  Griffin,  a merchant 
and  miller  at  Hart  Lake.  (3)  Frances  Maria,, 
born  in  1834,  married  Harvey  Griffin,  proprietor  of 
Hart  Lake  summer  resort.  (4)  Edwin  Latham,, 
born  in  1841,  graduated  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  Yale  College,  and  practiced  at  Montrose 
for  several  years.  He  then  took  charge  of  the 
“Wyoming  House”  at  Scranton,  but  later  resumed 
his  practice  at  Montrose,  and  in  1884  removed  to 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  died  June  21,  1894.  He 
became  a member  of  the  Susquehanna  County  Med- 
ical Society  in  1869.  (5)  Juliet  Augusta,  born  in 

1846,  married  F.  H.  Millard,  a farmer  in  East 
Bridgewater.  (6)  Harriet  Amelia,  born  in  1849, 
died  in  i860.  (7)  Henrietta  A.  is  the  wife  of  our 

subject.  (8)  Addison,  who  was  a prominent  mer- 
chant of  Montrose,  Penn.,  until  his  death  which  oc- 
curred January  2,  1896,  married  Emogene  Van 
Allen,  daughter  of  Chauncey  and,  Eliza  (Belcher) 
Van  Allen,  and  had  one  son  and  one  daughter. 

WILLIAM  F.  RIEFLER.  Among  the  young 
and  enterprising  citizens  of  Wayne  county  there 
is  probably  none  more  energetic  or  thorough-go- 
ing than  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch.  He  has  shown  marked  ability  and 
force  of  character  in  his  management  of  business 
affairs,  and,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Riedtr 
& Sons,  is  at  the  head  of  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant business  enterprises  of  the  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Carley  Brook,  Or- 
egon township,  Wayne  county,  September  19 
1871,  and  in  the  country  schools  near  his  boyhood 
home  he  began  his  education.  Subsequently  lie  at- 
tended the  schools  of  Honesdale,  and  took  a course 
in  the  Long  Island  Business  College,  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y.,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1889.  He  next 
entered  a polytechnic  institute,  to  prepare  for  the 
study  of  law  in  Columbia  College,  but  about  this 
time  the  firm  of  Riefler  & Sons  began  business  at 
Tanners  Falls,  Wayne  county,  and  he  decided  to  * 
take  an  interest  in  the  enterprise.  From  the  start 
he  has  had  charge  of  the  store,  and  also  kept  the 
books  for  the  firm.  He  and  his  brother  are  very 
progressive  and  industrious  business  men,  not  afraid 
of  manual  labor,  always  looking  out  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  company,  and  at  almost  anj^  time  of 
the  day  may  be  seen  around  their  factory  or  mills, 
overseeing  and  assisting  in  the  work. 

At  byberry,  William  F.  Reifler  was  mar- 
ried, May  15,  1893,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Transue,  to  Miss 
Carrie  M.  Adams,  who  was  born  March  29,  1869,. 
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a daughter  of  George  and  Louisa  (Donney) 
Adams,  of  Dyberry  township.  They  have  one  son, 
William  F.,  born  February  19,  1894.  Mr.  Riefler 
is  unwavering  in  his.  support  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  at  present  serving  as  tax 
collector  in  Dyberry  township.  On  June  2,  1898, 
he  was  a delegate  to  Harrisburg,  to  the  convention 
to  nominate  State  officers.  Fie  is  as  active  in  poli- 
tics as  his  personal  affairs  permit,  and  his  advice 
is  often  sought  after  by  older  men.  Socially  he 
affiliates  with  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  business  of 
private  life  he  is  always  a courteous,  genial  gentle- 
man, well  deserving  the  high  regard  in  which  he 
is  held. 

SUMNER  DEANS  is  a well  known  and  hon- 
ored citizen  of  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  The  industry  and  enterprise  for  which  he 
is  proverbial  has  enabled  him  to  gradually  retire 
from  the  active  labors  of  life,  and  he  is  now  spend- 
ing his  declining  years  in  the  ease  and  comfort  to 
which  he  is  justly  entitled. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
Elijah  and  Irene  (Sumner)  Deans,  were  both  na- 
tives of  West  Woodstock,  Windham  Co.,  Conn., 
and  his  father,  Elijah  Deans,  Jr.,  was  born  in  the 
same  county  in  1798.  In  his  native  State  the  latter 
married  Zilphia  Shepherd,  a daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  Shepherd ; her  father  was  born  March 
15,  1760,  and  died  March  9,  1840,  while  her  mother 
was  born  April  10,  1761,  and  died  May  10,  1843. 
In  their  family  were  five  sons  and  two  daughters. 
In  1821,  soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Deans  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  settled  in 
Bridgewater  township,  near  South  Montrose,  where 
he  purchased  a tract  of  127  acres  of  land,  most  of 
which  was  covered  with  timber.  In  connection 
with  general  farming  he  was  quite  an  extensive 
dealer  in  cattle  and  sheep,  and  in  buying  stock 
traveled  throughout  the  New  England  States  and 
Pennsylvania.  He  always  voted  the  straight 
Democratic  ticket,  and  in  religious  connection  was 
a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  while  his  wife 
held  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  She 
was  born  in  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  December  21, 
1800,  and  died  March  12,  1881,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred June  10,  1840.  Sumner  is  the  eldest  of  tlieir 
family,  the  others  being  as  follows : Mary  E.  mar- 

ried E.  S.  Reynolds,  of  Harmony,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  and  died  in  Illinois ; Albert,  deceased,  lived 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Bridgewater  township ; 
Jared  W„  deceased,  also  lived  in  that  township ; 
and  John  Edward,  a resident  of  Chicago,  111.,  is 
general  agent  for  a mutual  life  insurance  company. 

Sumner  Deans,  of  this  review,  was  born  April 
27,  1827,  near  South  Montrose,  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, where  he  grew  to  manhood,  assisting  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm  and  attending  the  local  schools. 
On  leaving  home,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 
he  bought  a sawmill  in  Bridgewater  township,  which 
he  operated  for  three  years,  and  after  his  marriage 
he  rented  a farm  there  for  four  years.  At  the  end 
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of  that  time  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  improved 
land  in  Dimock  township,  in  18G5  selling  same  and 
purchasing  his  present  farm,  which  now  comprises 
174  acres  of  valuable  land,  nearly  all  cleared  and 
under  excellent  cultivation.  Fie  has  always  fol- 
lowed farming  and  dairying,  and  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  was  also  engaged  in  stock  dealing, 
marketing  his  stock  first  in  New  York  City  and 
later  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  also  sold  his  farm 
produce.  He  has  now  retired  from  active  labor, 
having  already  secured  a comfortable  competence. 

In  Dimock  township,  July  3,  1851,  Mr.  Deans 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Ellen  M.  Rosenerants, 
who  was  born  April  18,  1831,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Polly  (McKeeby)  Rosenerants,  both  natives 
of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  the  former  born  March  5, 
1801,  and  the  latter  March  16,  1805.  They  were 
married  in  Sussex  county,  and  two  years  later  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  first  in  Brooklyn 
township,  but  a year  later  removing  to  Dimock 
township,  where  both  died,  the  father  May  20, 
1869,  the  mother  November  9,  1876.  To  them 
were  born  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Francis,  who  died  while  serving  as 

a soldier  in  the  Civil  war ; Samuel,  a farmer  of 
Tioga  county,  Penn. ; Ellen  M.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Ruth  A.,  wife  of  John  N.  Deans,  a farmer  of 
Richland,  S.  Dak. ; Eliza  J.,  wife  of  Peter  Gavitt, 
of  Sullivan  county,  Penn. ; Theresa  M.,  widow  of 
Henry  Garrison,  of  Montrose;  John  M.,  a farmer 
of  Laporte  township,  Sullivan  county ; and  David 
M.,  a farmer  of  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  Four  children  blessed  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  namely:  Elijah  S.,  born  Oc- 

tober 13,  1852,  and  Frederick,  born  March  22,  1854, 
are  both  living  in  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Frank  W.,  born  March  7,  1859,  died  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1878;  and  Jessie  E.,  born  November  30, 
1869,  is  the  wife  of  James  McGinnis,  of  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Deans  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  as  were  also  his  wife’s  people.  That  his 
fellow  citizens  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  his 
fidelity  and  ability  is  manifested  by  his  election  to 
several  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  he 
most  faithfully  served  as  school  director  and  super- 
visor for  twenty  years  each;  and  as  overseer  of  the 
poor  for  a long-  term  of  years.  He  has  also  been  a 
member  of  the  election  board,  and  a trust  reposed 
in  him  has  never  been  betrayed.  He  attends  Church 
and  gives  liberally  to  the  support  of  same,  and  is 
held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him. 

FRANK  M.  GRAY,  the  well-1  mown  postmas- 
ter at  East  Rush,  Susquehanna  county,  and  one  of 
its  most  public-spirited  citizens,  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising  at  that  place,  and  has  built  up  a 
large  and  profitable  business  bv  his  own  energy  and 
enterprise,  gaining  a most  enviable  reputation  for 
his  financial  ability  and  honorable,  straightforward 
dealings. 

Mr.  Gray  was  born  in  East  Rush,  August  20, 
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1851,  and  is  a son  of  Abisha  W.  and  Mary  (Green) 
Gray,  natives  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  Rhode  Island, 
respectively,  who  were  married  in  Dimock  (then 
Springville)  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
and  in  1846  became  residents  of  Rush  township. 
In  early  life  the  father  was  a boat  builder,  and 
later  engaged  in  farming  and  carpentering,  erecting 
as  many  buildings  during  his  time  in  Susquehanna 
county  as  any  other  one  man.  He  was  an  active  and 
influential  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  East  Rush,  in  which  he  always  held  some 
office,  including  those  of  steward,  class-leader  and 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  He  was  born  in 
1809  and  died  in  1876,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1896,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three  years, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  East  Rush 
cemetery.  The  children  born  to  them  were  as  fol- 
lows: Jonas,  Emily  and  Francis  IT.,  all  of  whom 

died  young;  John  W.,  a farmer  and  carpenter  of 
Rush  township ; Amy  E.,  deceased  wife  of  Dyer 
Williams;  Alice  D.,  wife  of  G.  L.  Bullard,  a mer- 
chant of  Meshoppen,  Penn. ; Frank  M.,  our  subject; 
and  Priscilla  M.,  deceased  wife  of  Cyrus  Roberts. 
Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Jonas  Gray, 
was  a native  of  Scotland,  and  on  coming  to  this 
country  located  in  Connecticut,  but  when  the  father 
of  our  subject  was  eight  years  old  he  removed  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  He  died  in  Dimock 
township  in  1840,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  The 
maternal  grandfather,  Abel  Green,  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Scotland,  and  on  his  emigration  to  Amer- 
ica settled  in  Rhode  Island,  becoming  a resident  of 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1828.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation. 

During  his  minority  Frank  M.  Gray  remained 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  then  operated  a rented 
farm  in  East  Rush  for  four  years,  after  which  he 
engaged  in  peddling  groceries  for  a time.  He  was 
next  on  the  road  for  a newspaper  company,  and 
later  engaged  in  farming  and  handling  agricult- 
ural implements.  He  also  worked  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  at  intervals  for  seven  years,  retiring 
from  that  occupation  in  1894.  Two  years  later 
he  embarked  in  merchandising  in  East  Rush,  and 
is  now  doing  a successful  business  along  that  line. 
In  business  affairs  he  is  courteous,  obliging  and 
reliable,  and  has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  Besides 
his  property  111  the  village,  he  still  owns  a good 
farm  in  Rush  township.  He  is  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party  and  its  principles,  and  in 
October,  1898,  was  appointed  postmaster  of  East 
Rush,  which  position  he  is  now  acceptably  filling. 

At  Rush,  Susquehanna  county,  in  January, 
1872,  Mr.  Gray  wedded  Miss  Mary  La  Rue,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  three  children,  namely : 
Gertrude,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; 
and  Llomer  A.  and  Blanche,  both  at  home. 

William  Armstrong  La  Rue,  Mrs.  Gray’s  fa- 
ther, was  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  died 
in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  March  21,  1886, 
aged  sixty-four  years,  his  remains  being  interred 


in  Rush  Center  cemetery.  His  parents,  Isaac  and 
Martha  (Craig)  La  Rue,  spent  their  entire  lives  as 
agriculturists  in  New  Jersey.  In  their  family  were 
six  children:  Sally,  who  married  William  John- 

son, and  died  in  Minnesota;  James,  a retired  farmer 
of  Hope,  N.  J. ; Jane,  widow  of  Abraham  Lanter- 
man,  and  a resident  of  Decatur,  111. ; William  Arm- 
strong, Mrs.  Gray’s  father;  Charles,  who  died  in 
Minnesota ; and  John,  who  died  in  New  York  State. 
In  ITainesburg,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  January  18, 
1854,  William  A.  La  Rue  married  Martha  Nyce, 
a native  of  that  county,  born  April  10,  1825,  and 
a daughter  of  John  P.  and  Mary  (Bruggler!  Nyce, 
who  were  agriculturists  and  lifelong  residents  of 
New  Jersey.  Her  father  died  in  1855,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four  years,  her  mother  in  1827,  at  an  early 
age.  Mrs.  La  Rue  was  the  youngest  of  their  three 
children,  the  others  being  Henry,  who  died  in  New 
Jersey;  and  Margaret,  who  married  Reed  Robb, 
and  died  in  Michigan.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  La  Rue 
were  born  the  following  children : Charles,  a farm- 
er of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who 
married  Mahala  Ciphers;  John,  a farmer  of  Au- 
burn township,  who  married  Sarah  Kinney ; Mary, 
wife  of  our  subject;  William,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township,  who  married  Abby  Hibbard ; Isaac,  a res- 
ident of  Owego,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Ella  Terrill; 
Emma,  at  home  with  her  mother;  and  Frank,  a 
farmer  of  Auburn  township,  who  married  Ella 
Hate.  In  1856  Mr.  La  Rue  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  located  on  a place  in  Dimock 
township,  where  he  spent  five  years,  thence  moving 
to  another  farm  in  the  same  township,  and  he  re- 
sided at  different  places  In  Susquehanna  county 
until  1868,  when  he  located  upon  the  farm  of  100 
acres  in  Rush  township  which  was  occupied  by  his 
widow  until  her  death,  on  October  25,  1899;  her 
remains  were  interred  in  Rush  Center  cemetery. 
Mr.  La  Rue  was  for  many  years  a huckster  as  well 
as  farmer,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  command- 
ed the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
Politically  he  was  a Republican,  and  in  religious 
connection  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

JOHN  G.  WILLIAMS.  This  well-known  ag- 
riculturist is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  res- 
idents of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  and  as  a 
self-made  man  his  history  furnishes  much  to  en- 
courage others  to  effort.  Coming  of  good  New 
England  ancestry,'  he  displays  the  industry  and 
thrift  which  characterize  that  stock,  while  as  a cit- 
izen he  is  prompt  to  aid  in  any  movement  that  prom- 
ises to  benefit  his  community. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  August  8,  1858,  in  Pau- 
pack  township,  Wayne  county,  a son  of  George  and 
Abigail  (Pellet)  Williams.  His  great-grandfa- 
ther) Jacob  F.  Williams,  was  a resident  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  Uriah  Williams,  the  grandfather,  was  born 
in  that  State  August  19,  1796,  but  came  to  Wayne 
county  about  1830,  locating  at  Hawley,  where  he  fol- 
lowed" farming  in  addition  to  his  trade  of  stone  ma- 
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son.  He  took  a prominent  part  in  local  politics,  hold- 
ing various  township  offices,  and  was  much  esteemed 
among  his  associates.  He  was  married  March  25, 
1818,  at  Gi-eenfield,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  by  Elder 
John  Miller,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hewitt,  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Mary  Hewitt,  of  Connecticut.  He  died 
at  Hawley  in  1859,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 15,  1800,  survived  him  only  one  week,  their 
remains  being  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Purdy- 
town,  Wayne  county.  Of  their  children,  the  eldest, 
Sallie  A.,  born  July  21,  1819,  died  February  15, 
1825;  Frances,  born  November  11,  1820,  married 
John  P.  Mitchell,  and  is  now  deceased;  John  H., 
born  December  20,  1822,  died  in  1894;  George,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low; Lucy,  born  July  26,  1827,  is  the  wife  of  Peter 
Bishop,  of  Hawley;  Mary  J.,  born  October  31,  1828, 
married  Harvey  Bishop,  a farmer  in  Lake  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  is  now  deceased;  Nancy, 
born  August  31,  1831,  married  John  McFarland, 
of  Hollisterville,  Penn.,  and  died  February  20,  1857; 
Angeline,  born  March  20,  1833,  died  May  28,  1849; 
Sanford,  born  December  22,  1834,  married  (first) 
Harriet  Edwards,  and  after  her  death  wedded  Ange- 
line Mitchell,  and  now  resides  at  Hamlinton,  Wayne 
county;  Mahala  A.,  born  March  22,  1840,  died  Au- 
gust 13,  1842;  and  Charles  P.,  born  February  13, 
1843,  died  November  7,  1848. 

George  Williams,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
July  3,  1825,  in  Paupack  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in  farming  in  that 
township,  but  in  1893  he  gave  up  that  pursuit  and 
removed  to  Simon,  Wayne  county,  to  engage  in 
business  as  a merchant.  He  now  holds  the  office  of 
postmaster  at  that  place,  and  is  a leading  citizen, 
being  especially  active  in  religious  work  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church.  His  first  wife,  Abi- 
gail (Pellet),  died  in  1882,  aged  forty-seven  years, 
and  he  has  since  married  Miss  Addie  Davey.  By 
his  first  marriage  he  had  the  following  children : 
Laura,  who  died  in  childhood ; Charles.  P.,  who 
married  Miss  Frankie  Treasler,  and  resides  at 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  follows  the  carpenter's 
trade;  Merilla,  wife  of  Wilmer  Clark;  Hiram,  who 
married  Miss  Myra  Osburn,  and  died  in  August, 
1893  ; John  G.,  our  subject;  Clara,  wife  of  Charles 
Loring,  a carpenter  at  Hamlinton ; Newell  D.,  who 
married  Miss  Nellie  Olendorf,  and  is  now  a hotel 
keeper  at  Nineveh  Junction,  N.  Y. ; Hattie,  wife  of 
Frank  Lamberton,  a carpenter  at  Scranton;  Hud- 
son B.,  a clerk  in  a store  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county ; Lyman  V.,  a stone  mason,  residing 
in  Paupack  township,  Wayne  county;  and  Nettie  C., 
wife  of  Daniel  Olendorf,  a decorator  at  Nineveh, 
N.  Y.  By  the  second  marriage  our  subject’s  father 
has  had  one  son,  Friend,  who  is  at  home. 

Our  subject  remained  on  the  old  homestead  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  thirteen,  when  he  went  to  Ster- 
ling township,  Wayne  county,  and  spent  two  years 
in  the  employ  of  Squire  Lee.  The  next  two  years 
were  passed  at  home,  and  after  spending  a year  and 
a half  with  a brother-in-law,  Wilmer  Clark,  in  Pike 


county,  he  returned  to  his  native  township  and 
worked  two  years  for  Henry  Clark,  and  the  same 
length  of  time  for  Marcus  Kellam.  He  then  went 
to  the  oil  fields  and  spent  two  years  in  teaming  for 
Henry  Clark  in  the  lumber  business,  and  on  his  re- 
turn to  Paupack  township  he  worked  two  years 
for  Sylvenus  Purdy.  The  following  year  he  spent 
near  Waymart,  where  he  worked  in  the  woods  for 
Frank  Hollenbeck,  and  for  two  years  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Harvey  Bishop,  of  Lake  Ariel.  During 
the  latter  period  he  returned  home,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sophia  Jensen,  and  after  a few  months 
he  located  at  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county,  remain- 
ing two  years.  His  first  year  there  he  spent  in  the 
employ  of  George  Simons,  but  during  the  second 
he  held  the  office  of  supervisor,  the  duties  connected 
with  which  occupied  his  time.  On  leaving  the  po- 
sition he  rented  his  present  farm  from  L.  G.  Clear- 
water, and  three  years  later  he  purchased  the  place. 
His  management  of  the  farm  is  thoroughly  scien- 
tific, as  might  be  expected  from  his  long  and  varied 
experience  in  assisting  others  in  agricultural  work, 
and  it  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  farms  of  its  size 
in  the  locality.  In  politics  Mr.  Williams  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  he  takes  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  his 
interest  in  educational  advancement  being  shown 
by  his  service  for  two  years  past  as  school  director. 
His  home  is  a pleasant  one,  and  he  and  his  wife 
have  three  children:  Florence,  born  April  24,  1886; 
Ethel,  born  August  29,  1887;  and  Lewis  Otis,  born 
July  16,  1899. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  occurred  at  Hones- 
dale,  June  24,  1885,  and  he  has  found,  like  many 
another,  that  a good  wife  is  the  best  helper  that  a 
man  can  have.  Mrs.  Williams  was  born  September 
20,  1867,  at  Beach  Pond,  Wayne  county,  a daughter 
of  Louis  Jensen,  a native  of  Copenhagen,  Denmark, 
who  settled  at  Beach  Pond  in  early  manhood  and  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  was  married  there 
to  Miss  Anna  M.  Lehman,  a native  of  Germany, 
whose  father,  Christian  Lehman,  located  at  Beach 
Pond  on  his  arrival  from  the  old  country  many 
years  ago.  Louis  Jensen  died  in  1880  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three,  and  his  widow  now  resides  at  the 
old  home  at  Beach  Pond,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven. 
Both  parents  united  with  the  Methodist  Church 
in  that  place,  and  their  children  were  reared  in  that 
faith.  The  eldest  son,  John,  born  in  1865,  resides 
at  Lake  Como;  Sophia  J.,  wife  of  our  subject,  was 
second  in  the  order  of  birth;  Louisa,  born  in  1869, 
died  in  childhood ; and  William,  born  December  6, 
1881,  resides  at  Beach  Lake,  Wayne  county. 

FRANCIS  MITCHELL,  a well-to-do  young 
farmer  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, has  through  his  own  unaided  efforts  become 
tbe  possessor  of  a comfortable  home  and  com- 
petence. He  is  a native  of  the  county  where  he 
still  resides,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Rush  town- 
ship, August  28,  1870. 

W.  M.  Mitchell,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Ireland  and  on  coming  to  America,  when  a young 
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man,  he  located  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  where  he 
married  Julia  A.  Titman.  After  their  marriage 
they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  took 
up  their  residence  in  Rush  township,  where  the  fa- 
ther bought  property,  including  a blacksmith  shop. 
After  following  the  blacksmith’s  trade  there  for 
eight  years  he  removed  to  Bridgewater  township, 
same  county,  carrying  on  operations  along  the  same 
line  at  that  place.  His  last  days,  however,  were 
spent  in  Springville  township,  where  he  departed 
this  life  June  17,  1898,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
He  only  survived  his  wife  a few  days,  she  having 
passed  away  May  24,  1898,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Democrat. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Sarah,  deceased 

wife  of  H.  PI.  Tyler,  of  Dimock  township,  Susque- 
hanna county ; Andrew  and  Georgie,  deceased ; one 
who  died  in  infancy;  John,  who  died  in  Spring- 
ville township ; Alice,  deceased  wife  of  G.  A.  Dun- 
more,  of  Springville  township ; W.  M.,  a resident 
of  the  same  township;  Francis,  our  subject;  and 
IVIertie,  wife  of  C.  H.  Conrad,  of  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county. 

Reared  in  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Mitchell 
obtained  his  education  in  its  common  schools,  and 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  commenced  earning 
his  own  livelihood  by  working  as  a farm  hand  by 
the  month.  Ten  years  ago  he  located  upon  his 
present  farm,  where  he  owns  ninety-five  acres  of 
land,  most  of  which  is  under  cultivation  and  well 
improved.  In  connection  with  general  farming  he 
is  engaged  in  dairying,  and  keeps  eight  cows,  be- 
sides young  stock  and  a nock  of  sheep. 

In  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Mr. 
Mitchell  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bertha 
Lathrop,  a daughter  of  Dyer  and  Ursula  (Lemon) 
Lathrop,  and  granddaughter  of  John  and  Polly 
(Cooley)  Lathrop.  Mrs.  Mitchell  was  born  June 
23,  1876,  and  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Benton,  a resident  of  Dimock 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; Lesley  and  Eddie, 
both  at  home ; Lewis,  a resident  of  Auburn  town- 
ship ; and  Lela  and  Grace,  both  at  home.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mitchell  have  had  four  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : Lloyd,  August 

11,  1894;,  Dana,  October  13,  1895;  May,  October 
6,  1896;  and  Mertie,  September  13,  1898.  All  are 
living  with  the  exception  of  May,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. By  his  ballot  Mr.  Mitchell  usually  supports 
the  Democratic  party.  He  and  his  wife  are  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  know  them. 

JOSEPH  P.  MAHER  is  rightfully  prominent 
among  the  younger  farmers  of  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  possessing  as  he  does  an  innate 
force  of  character  that  is  making  his  career  one  of 
success. 

Mr.  Maher  is  of  Irish  extraction.  He  is  a son 
of  Michael  J.  Maher,  who  in  1862,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  America. 
The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Michael  Maher,  a tenant  farmer  of  Clonmore  Par- 


ish, County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  who  married  Mar- 
garet Doughan,  and  who  died  in  Ireland  September 
11,  1852,  aged  eighty-four  years.  His  son,  John 
Maher,  who  was  born  in  County  Tipperary,  in  De- 
cember, 1806,  married  Mary  Tracy,  born  in  Janu- 
ary, 1807,  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Catherine 
(Cooper)  Tracy,  natives  of  Tipperary,  Ireland. 
John  Maher  was  a farmer  in  Ireland,  where  he  died 
March  10,  1866;  his  wife  survived  him  until  the 
spring  of  1882.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
Margaret,  who  married  William  Gaunt,  of  Perth, 
Ontario,  and  is  now  deceased ; Catherine,  who  mar- 
ried James  Casey,  of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  died  May  1,  1899;  Patrick,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years ; Mary,  wife  of  Patrick  Har- 
rington, of  Ireland;  Johanna,  widow  of  Edward 
Maher,  of  County  Tipperary,  Ireland;  Ann,  wife 
of  O.  McNulty,  of  Lenox  township;  Michael  J., 
the  father  of  our  subject;  Sarah,  a sister  in  the 
convent  at  Convent  Station,  N.  J. ; and  Bridget,  wife 
of  John  Maher,  of  Ireland. 

Michael  J.  Maher,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  County  Tipperary  January  1,  1842. 
He  had  fair  educational  advantages,  and  when 
twenty  years  of  age  came  to  America,  first  settling 
in  Nicholson,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  ob- 
tained employment  in  a tannery.  After  spending 
some  months  in  Canada  he  returned  to  Pennsylva- 
nia and  secured  work  in  the  tannery  at  Glenwood, 
Lenox  township,  continuing  in  that  employment 
until  the  tannery  was  discontinued  in  1883.  In  the 
meantime,  in  1871,  he  had  bought  a farm  in  Lenox 
township,  which  he  subsequently  sold,  purchasing 
his  present  farm  of  213  acres,  about  forty  of  which 
are  unimproved.  He  engages  in  general  farm- 
ing and  dairying,  and  is  an  industrious  and  leading 
farmer  of  his  township.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat. On  November  21,  1864,  in  Lenox  township, 
Mr.  Maher  married  Margaret  Boyce,  a native  of 
County  Donegal,  Ireland,  daughter  of  Tolle  and 
Sarah  Ann  (Magill)  Boyce.  To  Michael  J.  and 
Margaret  Maher  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Sarah  K.,  wife  of  D.  F.  McAloon,  of  Lenox  town- 
ship; John  J.,  at  home;  Joseph  P.,  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Michael  A.,  Thomas  F.,  Mary  Agnes,  Cath- 
erine T.,  Lizzie  F.  and  Margaret,  all  at  home. 

Joseph  P.  Maher,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Lenox  township,  June  5,  1869.  He  remained  on 
the  home  farm  during  his  early  boyhood,  receiving- 
a common-school  education,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  became  a regular  hand  on  the  farm.  At 
Ridgw*ay,  Penn.,  April  14,  1896,  he  married  Mar- 
garet Kerner,  who  was  born  May  20,  1874,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Theresa  (Staller)  Kerner,  and 
granddaughter  of  Thomas  Kerner  and  Florian 
Staller.  Her  grandparents  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many. The  family  of  Thomas  and  Theresa  Kerner 
consisted  of  the  following  children : Thomas,  a 

resident  of  Potter  county,  S.  Dak. ; John,  of  Potter 
county,  S.  Dak. ; Charles,  deceased ; Mary,  wife  of 
Joseph  Jacob,  of  Elk  county,  Penn. ; Martin,  de- 
ceased ; Alois,  Charles  and  Philip,  all  of  Elk  conn- 
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ty;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Walter  Anderson;  Julia, 
widow,  of  Henry  Wiehtoff ; Edward,  of  Elk  county; 
Margaret,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Barbara,  at 
home. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  two 
daughters,  Elizabeth  M.,  July  16,  1897,  and  Agnes 
R.,  August  30,  1899.  Air.  Maher  was  for  some 
time  employed  in  Elk  county,  by  the  Schultz  Tan- 
ning Co.,  of  New  York.  In  1896  he  came  to  Lenox 
township,  buying  a farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  two- 
thirds  of  which  is  improved.  He  is  engaged  in 
general  agriculture  and  in  dairying,  and  is  quite  suc- 
cessful. In  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

THOMAS  IT.  JENNINGS.  The  Jennings 
family  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
agricultural  and  lumbering  interests  of  this  section 
from  an  early  day,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a 
leading  citizen  of  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  fully  maintains  the  reputation  for  enter- 
prise and  thrift  which  was  gained  by  his  pioneer 
ancestors.  The  family  originated  in  England,  but 
Stephen  Jennings,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut,  and  made  his 
home  at  an  early  date  on  an  island  in  the  Delaware 
river,  near  Equinunk,  Wayne  county. 

George  Jennings,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  at  the  old  homestead  on  the  island,  and 
as  a young  man  settled  near  Equinunk.  He  died 
in  1819,  and  is  buried  at  Hale  Eddy,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Betsey  Dickinson,  was  born  at  Hale  Eddy.  After 
his  death  she  married  Thomas  Wright,  a farmer  in 
Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  had 
three  children,  of  whom  Stephen,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  the  eldest.  (2)  George,  Jr.,  born 
August  9,  1816,  at  Hale  Eddy,  married  Aliss  Myra 
Pickering,  sister  of  Jotham  Pickering,  of  Jack- 
son,  Susquehanna  county.  For  some  years  they  re- 
sided in  Harmony  township,  but  later  they  settled 
at  North  Sanford, Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  died  there 
in  1879,  and  bis  widow  has  since  lived  with  her 
daughter,  Betsy  Clark.  Of  the  seven  children  of 
George  Jennings,  Jr.,  the  eldest,  Lawton,  enlisted 
in  the  Union  army,  and  died  during  the  Civil  war ; 
Stephen,  who  served  throughout  the  war  in  a cav- 
alry regiment,  is  now  a resident  of  Chenango  coun- 
ty, N.  Y. ; Horace  is  a farmer  in  Broome  county, 
N.  Y. ; Augustus  resides  in  the  same  county ; Betsy 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Barney  Clark,  of  Broome  county, 
N.  Y. ; Nancy  (deceased)  married  William  Falk- 
ner,  of  Warren  county,  Penn. ; Sophia  married  Lee 
Beachley,  who  now  resides  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
(3)  Lorena,  the  only  daughter  of  George  Jennings, 
Sr.,  and  born  at  Hale  Eddy,  December  17,  1812, 
married  Thomas  AIcClure,  and  settled  in  the  AIc- 
Clure  settlement  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
she  died  leaving  one  son,  Silas,  a resident  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  who  is  a conductor  on  one  of  the  Long 
Island  railroads. 

Stephen  Jennings,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  5,  1804,  at  Hale  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  and  was 


fourteen  years  old  when  his  father  died.  He  was 
reared  upon  his  stepfather's  farm  in  Harmony  town- 
ship, receiving  only  a limited  education,  and  in  early 
manhood  he  bought  our  subject's  present  farm, 
which  was  then  in  a primitive  condition.  His  in- 
dustry brought  the  place  under  cultivation,  and  he 
erected  the  present  residence,  also  barns  and  other 
outbuildings,  making  an  attractive  and  valuable 
homestead,  where  he  resided  many  years,  his  death 
occurring  September  8,  1886.'  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  he  held  a number  of  local  offices,  in- 
cluding those  of  school  director,  collector  and  super- 
visor. Early  in  life  he  united  with  the  M.  E. 
Church,  to  which  he  gave  liberally  of  his  time  and 
means,  he  and  his  estimable  wife  being  leading 
members  of  the  Church  at  Stevens  Point.  In  No- 
vember, 1846,  he  married  Mrs.  Althea  (Parsons) 
Smith,  widow  of  Henry  Smith,  of  Broome  county, 
N.  Y.,  who  is  still  living  at  the  homestead  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years.  Our  subject 
was  the  eldest  of  three  children,  the  others  being: 
George,  born  Alay  30,  1854,  who  died  in  Conneaut- 
ville,  Crawford  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1875, aged  twenty-one 
years;  and -Alary,  born  September  15,  1856,  who 
died  July  21,  1872.  Both  were  bright  and  prom- 
ising, and  their  early  death  caused  sincere  grief 
among  a large  circle  of  friends. 

Airs.  Althea  Jennings  was  born  September  24, 
1815,  at  Gallatin,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a daughter 
of  Joshua  and  Maria  (Aliller)  Parsons.  She  has 
one  brother  living,  Henry  Parsons,  a prominent 
resident  of  Westfield,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  who  has  a 
large  family.  Her  only  living  sister,  Airs.  Cath- 
erine Houghtaling,  resides  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and 
also  has  a numerous  family. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  the  present  home- 
stead September  24,  1847,  and  after  completing  a 
course  in  the  local  schools  attended  a school  in 
Kingston,  Penn.,  for  one  term.  He  has  always 
made  his  home  at  the  farm,  the  management  of  the 
place  naturally  falling  into  his  hands  as  his  parents 
advanced  in  years,  and  he  is  well  known  as  a lum- 
berman and  agriculturist.  Politically  he  has  always 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has 
served  as  supervisor,  school  director  and  township 
assessor.  Socially  his  family  is  much  esteemed, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  active  in  religious  work  as 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Stevens  Point. 
In  March,  1877,  he  married  Aliss  Amy  Woodard, 
and  two  children  have  blessed  the  union  : ( 1 ) Aliss 
Sarah  Althea,  born  January  1,  1878,  graduated 
from  the  high  school  at  Lanesboro  in  1896,  and 
from  the  East  Stroudsburg  Normal  School  in  1897, 
and  has  since  taught  successfully  in  the  schools  of 
Wayne  and  Susquehanna  counties.  (2)  Stephen  W., 
born  March  11,  1888,  is  attending  the  local  schools. 
Mrs.  Amy  (Woodard)  Jennings  is  a member  of  a well 
known  family,  and  her  father,  William  Woodard,  a 
native  of  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  is  a highly  respected 
agriculturist  of  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  settled  in  1851.  Her  mother, 
Sarah  Smith,  who  died  in  1894,  was  born  in  Gib- 
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son  township,  Susquehanna  county,  a daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Clarissa  Smith,  pioneer  settlers  in  that 
locality.  Mrs.  Jennings  is  the  eldest  in  a family 
of  live  children;  Clarissa  married  Jacob  Kishpaugh, 
of  Susquehanna;  William  Jesse,  who  was  born  in 
Harmony  township,  married  Miss  Etta  Hendrick- 
son, and  now  resides  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; Jonathan 
resides  with  our  subject;  and  Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
G.  N.  Guire,  of  Harmony  township. 

DANIEL  D.  DUREN,  a well-known  black- 
smith and  wagonmaker  of  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  is  a native  of  that  county,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  Gibson  township  in  February,  1843. 

Our  subject's  father,  Milo  Duren,  was  brought 
into  town  by  an  old  man  and  woman  from  parts 
unknown,  and  in  their  travels  through  Susquehanna 
county  they  left  the  boy  with  Daniel  Tingley,  of 
Jackson  township,  never  returning  for  him.  He 
was  reared  by  Mr.  Tingley  and  received  the  bene- 
fits of  a district-school  education.  When  a young 
man  he  married  Miss  Phoebe  Marks,  who  was  born 
and  reared  near  Galilee,  in  Damascus  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  for  many  years  after  his  mar- 
riage continuing  to  reside  on  the  Tingley  farm, 
working  for  his  benefactor,  and  later  purchasing 
part  of  the  place,  on  which  he  made  his  home  until 
his  death.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a number  of 
years,  and  died  at  the  home  of  a son  in  Owego,  N. 
Y.  All  of  their  children  were  born  in  Jackson 
township,  and  in  order  of  birth  were  as  follows : 
( 1 ) Samantha  M.  married  Andrew  Babcock,  of 
Susquehanna  county,  and  moved  to  Illinois.  She 
died  near  Chicago,  leaving  two  children,  Phcebe 
and  Harvey.  (2)  Cyrus,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  married  Louisa  Leonard,  who  died  leaving  one 
son,  Commodore  L.,  and  for  his  second  wife  he 
married  Maria  Jenkins,  by  whom  he  had  one  son, 
Albert.  Cyrus  Duren  was  killed  in  a railroad 
accident  at  Lanesboro,  Penn.  (3)  Amelia  married 
William  Kidder,  of  Owego,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died 
leaving  one  son,  Charles.  (4)  Jane,  a resident  of 
Lestershire,  N.  Y.,  is  now  the  widow  of  Hollace 
Leonard,  and  has  two  children,  Jefferson  and  Lucy 
J.  (5)  Delila  married  George  Ballard,  of  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  and  moved  to  New  York  State, 
where  she  died,  leaving  three  children,  Andrew, 
Mirt  and  Martha.  (6)  Daniel  D.,  our  subject,  is  the 
next  of  the  family.  (7)  Henry  M.,  a veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  married  Jane  Conklin,  and  for  a time 
lived  in  Thompson,  Penn.,  but  they  are  now  resi- 
dents of  Lestershire,  N.  Y.  Their  children  are 
Fred,  George,  Nattie  and  Lulu.  8)  William 
Warren  is  a laundryman  of  Geneva,  N.  Y,  (9) 
L.  D.,  also  a resident  of  Lestershire,  N.  Y.,  mar- 
ried Ella  Gardner,  and  has  two  children,  Mildred 
and  L.  D.  (10)  Malinda  M.  married  Dell  Craw- 
ford, of  New  York  State,  and  died  near  Berkshire, 
N.  Y.,  leaving  no  family. 

Daniel  D.  Duren,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm,  and  attended 


the  schools  of  Jackson  township  during  the  winter 
months.  He  was  one  of  the  brave  boys  who,  dur- 
ing the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  fought  so  vali- 
antly for  the  Union  and  the  freedom  of  the  slaves. 
He  enlisted  in  August,  1862,  in  Company  F,  141st 
P.  V.  I.,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  in  1864  re-enlisted,  remaining  in  the 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Petersburg,  Richmond,  and  the 
many  other  engagements  in  which  his  command  took 
part. 

When  hostilities  ceased  and  his  services  were 
no  longer  needed,  Mr.  Duren  returned  to  Jackson 
township  and  purchased  a home,  where  he  worked 
at  the  carpenter's  trade  and  at  wagonmaking.  He 
was  also  engaged  in  mercantile  trade  at  Jackson 
Corners  for  four  years.  In  1887  he  bought  his 
present  home  near  the  village  of  Jackson,  and  upon 
his  place  has  erected  a good  residence  and  other 
buildings,  including  a large  wagon  and  blacksmith 
shop,  which  he  now  successfully  conducts.  With 
him  resides  an  adopted  son,  Harry  A.  Doty,  who  was 
born  in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  in  1878,  and  was  educated 
by  Mr.  Duren  in  the  Jackson  schools.  He  has 
learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  under  his  foster- 
father,  and  is  now  competent  to  take  complete 
charge  of  the  work  of  the  shop.  He  is  a bright, 
studious  young  man,  and  a comfort  and  credit  to 
our  subject. 

Politically  Mr.  Duren  has  always  affiliated  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  aspired  to 
office.  He  is  an  honored  member  of  Frank  Hall 
Post,  No.  505,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Thompson,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  highly-respected  and  esteemed  citizens 
of  his  community. 

E.  T.  BAILEY.  Among  the  well-known  pio- 
neer families  of  Susquehanna  county  is  that  of  which 
the  subject  of  this  biography,  a leading  agriculturist 
of  Harmony  township,  is  a worthy  representative. 
Coming  of  good  old  Connecticut  stock,  its  members 
have  always  been  characterized  by  thrift,  industry 
and  public  spirit,  our  subject's  patriotism  being 
shown  by  his  service  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 

Ebenezer  Bailey,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
came  from  Connecticut  at  an  early  date,  and  settled 
upon  a farm  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. He  and  his  wife  had  five  children,  as  follows : 
Laura,  who  died  unmarried ; Betsey,  who  married 
Nathan  Thatcher,  and  settled  in  Harford,  Susque- 
hanna county;  Warren,  our  subject's  father;  Eli- 
sha, who  died  in  Gibson  township,  unmarried ; and 
Ebenezer,  who  left  home  in  early  manhood,  and 
has  never  been  heard  from  since. 

Warren  Bailey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  accompanied  his  father  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  when  a young  man  engaged 
in  farming  in  Gibson  township.  In  1866  he  removed 
to  Harmony  township  to  reside  with  his  children, 
and  his  death  occurred  there  March  15,  1883.  He 
married  Miss  Aurilla  Torey,  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  is  now  living-  in  Lanesboro  at  the  advanced 
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age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest 
of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  married  and  have 
settled  in  Pennsylvania.  (2)  Laura,  born  in  Gibson 
township  in  1847,  married  ’William  Stegeman.  (3) 
Elbert  S.,  born  in  Gibson  township  in  1849,  married 
Miss  Glara  Barnes,  of  Gibson  township,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  business  as  a carpenter  and  builder.  They 
have  four  sons,  George,  Irvin,  Lewis  and  Tracy,  all 
residents  of  the  town  oi  Gibson.  (4)  Aurilla  mar- 
ried Lewis  Brown,  of  Lanesboro,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Herbert  and  Marjorie. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  18,  1845,  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Gibson  township,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood,  receiving  a district  school  education. 
He  engaged  in  farming,  his  peaceful  vocation  being 
interrupted  in  1863  by  his  enlistment  in  the  State 
forces  which  were  hastily  summoned  to  help  in  re- 
pelling Lee’s  army.  In  1874  he  married  Miss  Sarah 
Storer,  and  for  one  year  they  resided  in  the  town  of 
Windsor,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  he  was  then  em- 
ployed for  six  years  in  a tannery  at  Lanesboro,  mak- 
ing his  home  there  during  that  time.  In  1884  he 
purchased  his  present  homestead,  a fine  farm  one 
mile  east  of  Stevens  Point,  formerly  known  as  the 
Charington  property,  and  he  has  made  substantial 
improvements  on  the  place,  including  a modern 
barn.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a Republican, 
and  at  times  he  has  held  office,  serving  as  school 
director  and  overseer  of  the  poor.  While  he  is  not 
a Church  member,  he  and  his  estimable  wife  con- 
tribute to  religious  work,  and  are  inclined  to  the 
Baptist  faith,  in  which  both  were  reared.  They 
have  a family  of  five  sons,  of  whom  any  parents 
might  well  be  proud.  Gilbert,  born  October  30, 
1875,  in  New  York  State,  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
13th  Penn.  Regiment,  during  the  war  with  Spain, 
and  served  in  the  regimental  band.  He  was  sta- 
tioned at  Camp  Alger,  and  later  at  Camp  Mead, 
Penn.,  thence  going  to  Georgia,  where  he  was  dis- 
charge. Clarence,  born  in  November,  1878,  Rob- 
ert, born  in  June,  1880,  and  Richard,  born  in  July, 
1883,  were  all  born  in  Lanesboro;  Warren  was  born 
in  August,  1885,  at  the  present  homestead. 

Mrs.  Bailey  is. a native  of  England,  born  in 
1848,  and,  coming  with  her  parents  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1849,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Har- 
mony township.  Her  father,  Moses  Storer,  was 
born  in  Derbyshire,  England,  in  1812,  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  A.  Hardstone,  was 
born  in  the  same  county  in  1809.  On  coming  to 
America  they  located  in  Harmony  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  they  took  a prominent  place 
among  the  early  settlers.  Moses  Storer  now  makes 
his  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey;  his  wife  died 
in  1885. 

JOHN  LORD.  One  of  the  historic  places  in 
Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  the  old 
Lord  farm,  which  has  been  known  as  such  for 
almost  a century,  or  ever  since  the  earliest  settle- 
ment was  made  in  the  township. 

When  Josiah  Lord,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 


ject, came  to  his  future  home  in  the  wilderness  in 
1801,  there  was  but  one  family  in  the  township, 
and  only  six  in  what  is  now  Brooklyn.  Josiah 
Lord  was  a native  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  was  inter- 
ested in  the  fisheries  on  Calves  Island,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Connecticut  river.  He  married  Polly  Mack, 
and  removed  to  Woodstock,  Vt.,  where  he  lost  his 
property  by  fire.  In  1801  he  came  to  Lathrop  town- 
ship and  purchased  the  improvement  of  200  acres 
which  had  been  commenced  two  years  earlier  by 
Capt.  Charles  Gere,  formerly  of  Iiartland,  Yt.,  and 
who  then  removed  to  Brooklyn  township.  Leaving 
his  eldest  son  Josiah  to  look  after  the  stock,  he  re- 
turned for  the  winter  to  Vermont,  and  in  the  spring 
of  the  following  year  brought  his  family  to  the  new 
settlement,  which  he  occupied  until  his  death,  in 
1845,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  His  sons 
were  Josiah,  Elisha,  John  and  Enoch;  his  daugh- 
ters were  Polly,  who  married  Edward  Packer ; and 
Betsey,  who  married  Thomas  Williams. 

John  Lord,  the  third  son,  and  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Vt.,  in  February, 
1793,  and  was  a boy  when  brought  to  Susquehanna 
county  by  his  father.  In  the  wilderness  home  he 
was  reared  at  a time  when  wild  annuals  abounded, 
and  when  ten  years  old  he  assisted  his  brother 
Elisha,  two  years  older,  in  the  capture  of  a wolf  in 
a bear-trap.  For  several  years  during  his  youth 
he  lived  with  relatives  in  New  England.  O11  April 
2,  1816,  he  was  married  in  Brooklyn  township  to 
Maria  Smith,  daughter  of  Elihu  Smith,  and  their 
children  were  John  M.,  deceased;  Maria,  wife  of 
John  Parks,  of  Dimock,  Penn.;  John,  subject  of 
this  sketch  ; Joseph,  deceased ; Asahel,  of  Dimock ; 
Gilbert,  deceased ; Emeline,  deceased ; Eliza,  de- 
ceased ; Harriet,  deceased ; Franklin,  of  Lathrop 
township;  Lucy,  deceased;  Fanny,  deceased;  and 
Freeman,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  The  father  remained 
through  life  on  a portion  of  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  died  August  2,  1856. 

John  Lord,  our  subject,  was  born  September 
2,  1821.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  re- 
ceived a good  common-school  education,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  began  lumbering,  rafting 
lumber  down  the  Susquehanna  river.  Fie  was  at 
Baltimore  when  the  troops  left  that  city  for  the 
Mexican  war.  On  December  31,  1854,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Lenox  township  to  Ellen  Maxson,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathan  and  Sarah  (Doud).  Nathan  Maxson 
was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1785;  a son  of  Nathan 
Maxson,  who  became  a pioneer  settler  of  Harford 
township.  Sarah  (Doud),  his  wife,  was  a native  of 
Salem,  N.  Y.  They  were  married  in  1814,  and 
their  family  was  as  follows:  Ezra,  born  in  1815, 
served  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Sterling  B.,  born  in  1817,  is  a resident  of  Lenox 
township;  Julia,  born  in  1824,  married  (first)  Asa 
Giles,  and,  for  her  second  husband,  wedded  William 
Lyman ; Ellen,  born  October  22,  1827,  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  Irwin  W.,  born  in  1830,  is  a resident 
of  Forest  City,  Pennsylvania. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  wife  consisted 
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of  the  following  children : Mary  Emma,  born  in 
1855,  is  the  wife  of  John  McKibby,  of  Nicholson, 
Penn. ; Lena  E.,  born  in  1858,  married  James  Mack, 
of  Lathrop  township;  Arthur  L.,  born  in  i860, 'is 
a resident  of  Scranton ; William  E.,  born  in  1865, 
is  a resident  of  Nicholson,  Penn.  Mr.  Lord  fol- 
lowed lumbering  for  ten  years,  and  owned  property 
about  that  length  of  time  prior  to  his  marriage, 
farming  in  summer  and  lumbering  in  winter.  He 
enlisted,  in  August,  1862,  in-  Company  F,  141st 
Penn.  V.  I.,  serving  until  discharged  on  account  of 
sickness,  in  May,  1863.  He  owns  fifty  acres  of 
highly  improved  land,  and  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  carpenter  work.  For  some  years  be- 
fore the  war  he  was  engaged  in  carpenter  work  at 
Rockford,  111.  In  politics  Mr.  Lord  is  a strong 
Republican,  is  public-spirited,  and  has  ever  been 
an  industrious  and  substantial  citizen,  a worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
families  of  Susquehanna  county.  He  is  a member 
of  Lieut.  Rogers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Brooklyn. 

HON.  SALMON  S.  HAGER  is  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Republican  party  in  Wayne  county, 
his  large  acquaintance  and  unbounded  popularity 
giving  him  an  influential  following,  while  his 
shrewd  judgment  of  men  and  affairs  make  his 
counsel  of  value  in  all  important  movement.  In 
business  circles,  also,  he  takes  a foremost  rank,  and 
at  Gouldsboro  is  now  serving  as  agent  for  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  ticket  and  freight  department. 
He  is  also  express  agent  and  telegraph  operator. 

Mr.  Llager  was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  N. 
Y.,  January  18,  1842,  a son  of  Nelson  and  Cynthia 
(Sanford)  Hager,  also  natives  of  Schoharie  coun- 
ty, whence  they  removed  to  New  Milford,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes.  He,  also,  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  was  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  and  filled  the  offices  of  councilman  and 
school  director  for  many  years.  He  died  in  March, 
1877,  aged  sixty-three  years,  his  wife  in  October, 
1886,  aged  seventy-four,  and  the  remains  of  both 
were  interred  at  New  Milford.  In  their  family 
were  six  children,  namely : Sidney,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Daniel  W.,  railroad  agent  at  New  Mil- 
ford ; Mary,  wife  of  H-  P.  Little,  employed  in  the 
car  shops  at  Scranton,  Penn.;  Salmon  S.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Willis  D.,  purchasing  agent  for 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  at 
South  Orange.  N.  J. ; and  Melvin  E.,  engineer 
on  the  elevated  railroad  in  New  York  City. 

During  his  boyhood,  Salmon  S.  Hager  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  and  remained  at 
home  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  when  he  enlisted,  August  25,  1862,  in  Com- 
pany F,  141st  P.  V.  L,  being  mustered  in  at 
Harrisburg,  Penn.,  as  sergeant,  under  Capt.  H.  F. 
Beardsley.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first 
lieutenant  July  2,  1864,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettys- 


burg, Auburn  Run,  Kelly’s  Ford,  the  Wilderness, 
Laurel  Hill,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Cold 
Harbor,  Deep  Bottom,  and  others.  On  August  16, 
1864,  he  was  captured  by  the  Rebels,  and  was  first 
confined  in  Libby  prison,  sent  to  Salisbury,  later 
to  Danville,  and  then  returned  to  Libby,  where  he 
remained  until  exchanged,  in  February,  1865.  He 
then  rejoined  his  company,  and  at  Bailey’s  Cross 
Roads  was  honorably  discharged.  May  28,  1865. 
At  Gettysburg  he  was  wounded,  and  for  four 
months  lay  in  hospital  at  Philadelphia.  On  being 
mustered  out  of  service  Mr.  Hager  went  to  Great 
Bend,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness for  one  year,  and  then  turned  his  attention 
to  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  at  New  Mil- 
ford, for  five  years.  In  December,  1871,  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  railroad  company,  with  which  he 
is  still  connected,  and  on  September  1,  1872,  he 
accepted  his  present  position  at  Gouldsboro.  His 
fidelity  to  duty  and  efficient  service  is  plainly  in- 
dicated by  his  long  retention  at  that  place. 

At  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  Mr.  Hager  was  mar- 
ried, January  1,  1866,  to  Miss  Emma  Scott,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  the  following  children : 
Stella,  now  the  wife  of  A.  L.  Rhodes,  who  is  as- 
sistant agent  under  our  subject  at  Gouldboro ; 
William  M.,  who  married  Anna  E.  Rhodes,  and  is 
treasurer  for  the  Jackson  & Woodin  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  at  Berwick.  Penn. ; Albert  E.,  a physician 
of  Susquehanna.  Penn.,  who  married  Maggie 
McAree,  now  deceased ; and  Mary,  Emma  and 
Gertrude,  all  at  home. 

Mrs.  Hager  was  born  in  Springville,  Penn., 
June  9,  1842,  a daughter  of  Alvin  M.  and  Mary 
(Smith)  Scott,  natives  of  Connecticut.  Her  fa- 
ther, who  was  a shoe  manufacturer  and  a man  of 
prominence  in  his  community,  died  November  29, 
1878,  aged  sixty-five  years,  and  was  buried  at 
Springville.  The  mother  now  finds  a pleasant 
home  with  our  subject.  Their  children  were  Eliza 
and  Morris,  both  deceased ; Emma,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Albert,  deceased;  Dudson,  who  is  with 
the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Co.,  at  Red  Bluff,  Cal. ; and 
Lucy  J.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Hager  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  educational  affairs ; served  for 
several  j-ears  as  school  director  at  New  Milford; 
and  for  many  years  has  filled  the  same  office  at 
Gouldsboro.  In  1886  he  was  honored  with  elec- 
tion to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  so  acceptably  did  he  fill  that  responsible 
position  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1888.  He  is  a 
man  of  recognized  ability,  and  stands  high  in  the 
community  where  he  so  long  made  his  home. 
Socially  he  affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows. 

A.  CLARK  BARRETT,  of  New  Milford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  the  fortunate 
owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  section,  and 
although  much  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  business 
he  has  proved  himself  a model  agriculturist,  his 
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methods  being  eminently  scientific.  His  wide  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  men  and  affairs  has  taught  him, 
moreover,  the  value  of  social  and  business  combina- 
tions for  farmers,  and  since  locating  at  his  home- 
stead in  1887  he  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
Grange,  his  fellow  members  having  kept  him  con- 
tinuously in  office  ever  since  he  entered  the  organi- 
zation. He  has  been  lecturer  of  Susquehanna  county 
for  four  years  past,  and  master  of  the  Susquehanna 
County  Pomona  Grange  for  two  years  (when  he  was 
elected  lecturer),  while  he  was  overseer  of  the 
County  and  State  Granges  for  two  years  each. 
When  New  Milford  Grange  was  re-organized,  in 
1888,  he  was  elected  treasurer  and  trustee,  and  dur- 
ing his  four  years  of  service  in  these  offices  he  also 
had  charge  of  the  Grange  store. 

Mr.  Barrett  is  descended  from  good  New  Eng- 
land ancestry  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines, 
and  farming  has  been  the  leading  occupation  in  the 
family  for  many  generations.  Hosea  Barrett,  our 
subject's  grandfather,  a native  of  Vermont,  came 
to  Susquehanna  county  in  1830,  with  his  wife,  Polly 
(Lindsay),-  and  two  brothers,  William  and  Levi 
Barrett.  All  settled  soon  afterward  in  Jackson 
township  and  engaged  in  agriculture,  passing 
through  all  the  trials  and  hardships  incident  to  pio- 
neer life. 

Alvin  W.  Barrett,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Vermont,  August  18,  1817,  and  was  about  thir- 
teen years  old  when  he  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty with  his  parents.  As  the  family  was  in  limited 
circumstances  he  worked  among  neighboring  farm- 
ers during  his  youth,  but  his  industry  and  thrift  ena- 
bled him  to  secure  a good  homestead  in  Jackson 
township  in  early  manhood,  and  he  now  lives  there 
in  retirement.  He  is  a Republican  of  Whig  ante- 
cedents, and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  They  are  highly  esteemed  in  the 
community  for  their  excellent  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart.  Mrs.  Barrett,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  J.  Hazen,  was  born  in  Vermont,  January  3, 
1818,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  in  girlhood  with  her 
parents,  David  and  Jane  (Turner)  Hazen,  settling 
in  Jackson  township.  Her  mother  died  in  Vermont, 
and  her  father  afterward  married  Lucy  L.  Larra- 
hee,  and  for  his  third  wife  wedded  Emma 
Foster.  To  Alvin  W.  and  Mary  Jane  Barrett 
the  following  children  were  born  : A.  Clark,  our  sub- 
ject; Julia  M.,  who  married  Henry  W.  Cobb,  a 
fanner  in  Jackson  township ; Elias  R.,  a butcher  and 
stock  dealer,  and  now  the  proprietor  of  the  city 
market  at  Susquehanna;  Polly  E.,  who  married  L. 
D.  Hall,  a farmer  speculator  at  Lake  View,  Sus- 
quehanna county;  Edson  A.,  who  formerly  con- 
ducted a meat  market  at  New  Milford,  and  is  now 
with  his  brother  Elias ; Alice,  wife  of  Elmeran 
French,  who  operated  his  father's  old  homestead; 
and  Frank  O.,  a painter  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  Co.,  residing  at  Susquehanna. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  17,  1837,  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Jackson  township,  Susque- 
lianna  county,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until 


he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one.  For  three  years 
he  was  employed  on  farms  in  the  vicinity,  but  as  he 
had  a desire  to  enter  commercial  life  he  began  sell- 
ing books  on  subscription  for  Moore,  Willstack  & 
Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  continuing  one  year.  For  two 
years  following  he  was  engaged  in  selling  patent 
rights,  and  for  four  years  he  was  with  Moore  Bros., 
nurserymen,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  In  1872  he  be- 
came a traveling  salesman  for  FI.  H.  Hurlburt  & 
Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  dealers  in  lamps,  china,  glass- 
ware and  similar  commodities,  and  he  remained  with 
this  firm  until  the  spring  of  1885  when  he  retired  to 
his  present  homestead.  In  his  choice  of  a home  in 
which  to  spend  the  afternoon  of  life  he  was  influ- 
enced by  the  desire  to  be  near  relatives  and  old 
friends,  and  his  farm  of  224  acres  was  not  then  the 
attractive  place  which  it  is  to-day.  Devoting  him- 
self to  its  improvement  with  characteristic  energy 
and  enthusiasm,  he  has  developed  it  in  every  way, 
not  neglecting  to  combine  beauty  with  utility. 
Among  the  farming  fraternity  he  has  been  heartily 
welcomed,  his  sound  business  judgment,  wide  ex- 
perience, and  polished  manners  making  him  a nat- 
ural leader,  and  his  work  has  done  much  to  pro- 
mote the  growth  and  usefulness  of  the  Grange.  He 
has  also  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  politics, 
being  a stanch  Republican,  and  for  three  years  he 
served  as  township  assessor.  On  January  8,  1867, 
he  was  married  in  Cecil  county,  Md.,  to  Miss  Louisa 
A.  Barratt,  and  they  had  one  son,  Alvin  D.,  born 
October  27,  1882,  who  is  now  at  home. 

Mrs.  Barrett  is  a native  of  Cecil  county,  Md., 
where  her  family  is  well  known,  but  her  ancestors 
settled  originally  in  Kent  county,  Del.,  where  Bar- 
ratt Chapel  was  founded  by  them  at  an  early  date. 
Three  brothers,  Philip,  Andrew  and  Roger,  were 
the  progenitors  of  the  family  in  this  country.  Philip, 
the  eldest,  and  the  founder  of  Barratt  Chapel,  was 
converted  under  the  teaching  of  John  Wesley.  He 
married  Mariam  White.  Andrew  married  Miss 
Sheppard,  and  left  his  home  in  Delaware  for  Cecil 
county,  Md. ; he  had  two  daughters,  Miriam,  who 
died  unmarried,  and  Catherine,  who  married  her 
cousin,  Samuel  Barratt,  October  10,  1786.  Sam- 
uel Barratt  was  a son  of  Roger,  the  youngest  of  the 
three  brothers,  and  his  good  wife  Miriam  (Robis- 
son).  To  Samuel  Barratt  and  his  wife  Catherine 
were  born  several  sons  and  daughters,  among  whom 
were : Andrew,  Eliza,  Robisson,  and  Miriam.  After 
his  financial  failure,  Samuel  Barratt  left  Delaware 
and  removed  to  his  wife’s  property  in  Cecil  county, 
kid.  About  1812  Andrew,  the  eldest  son  of  Sam- 
uel (born  December  6,  1787),  entered  the  military 
service,  and  was  placed  to  guard  Fort  Deposit.  Here 
the  presiding  elder  visited  him  to  give  him  his  or- 
dination papers,  and  Col.  Gerry,  in  command  of  the 
regiment,  at  once  released  him  from  duty.  He  was  a 
minister  in  the  Methodist  Church  for  more  than 
fifty  years;  but,  believing  in  the  Apostolic  injunc- 
tion to  be  chargeable  to  no  man,  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  the  manufacture  of  wagons. 
He  was  born  in  Delaware,  and  made  his  home  in 
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later  years  in  Cecil  county,  McL,  where  he  died 
April  6,  1872,  aged  eighty-six  years. 

Rev.  Andrew  Barratt  was  three  times  mar- 
ried. In  September,  1827,  he  married  his  third 
wife,  Rosannah,  daughter  of  Capt.  Joseph  Lort,  a 
retired  sea  captain,  who  at  that  time  owned  and  re- 
sided at  the  Old  Ferry,  on  the  Elk  river.  She  died 
October  5,  1877,  aged  seventy-two  years,  and  the 
remains  of  both  are  interred  at  Elkton,  Md.  They 
had  seven  children,  as  follows:  Joseph;  Caleb  R. 
(deceased),  who  removed  in  1863  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  where  he  became  a successful  merchant 
and  also  served  two  terms  as  postmaster ; Cath- 
erine, widow  of  Caleb  Parker,  of  Elkton,  Md.,  form- 
erly clerk  in  the  recorder’s  office;  Mary  (deceased), 
who  married  John  James,  a farmer  and  hotel  keeper 
in  Harford  county,  Md. ; Rose,  wife  of  Thomas  M. 
McCollough,  of  Philadelphia ; Milton,  a merchant 
at  Salt  Lake  City;  and  Louisa  A.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

JOHN  O.  LYMAN  is  one  of  the  energetic, 
enterprising  and  progressive  citizens  of  Springville 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  is  now 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairy- 
ing. ITe  bears  in  his  veins  some  of  the  best  blood 
of  the  early  colonists,  and  is  in  every  way  a splendid 
type  of  the  best  American  citizenship. 

The  first  of  the  Lyman  family  to  come  to  the 
New  World  was  Richard  Lyman,  who  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  1631.  He  was  born  in  High  Ongar, 
England,  in  1580,  and  died  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in 
1640.  His  son  John  was  born  in  1623,  and  died  in 
Northampton,  Mass.,  in  1690.  The  latter’s  son 
John,  a resident  of  Northampton,  was  born  in  1660 
and  died  in  1740.  Lieut.  Gideon  Lyman,  the  next 
in  direct  descent,  was  born  in  1700,  and  died  in 
1775,  while  his  son  Gideon  was  born  in  Northfield, 
Mass.,  in  1730.  He  married  Eunice  Clark.  Gideon 
Lyman,  a son  of  this  worthy  couple,  and  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Northampton, 
Mass.,  Januarv  26,  1758,  and  served  for  six  months 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  being  near  the  scene  of 
Burgoyne’s  surrender.  About  1780  he  removed  to 
Vermont.  He  was  married,  in  Claremont,  N.  H., 
in  1782,  to  Miss  Dollv  Spencer,  and  in  1802  they 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  (then  included  in 
Luzerne  county),  Penn.,  locating  in  Springville 
township.  In  their  family  were  six  sons,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  were:  Elijah,  1783 ; 

Gideon,  1785;  Joseph  A.,  1788;  Samuel,  1796; 
John  B.,  1798;  and  Prentis,  1802. 

John  B.  Lyman,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
at  South  Hadley,  Mass.,  May  2,  1798.  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  came  into 
possession  of  the  old  homestead  in  Springville  town- 
ship, where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  engaged  as  a 
general  farmer.  He  was  twice  married,  first  on  Oc- 
tober 6,  1824,  to  Miss  Abigail  Newman,  of  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  who  died  July  31,  1825,  and  second 
on  March  8,  1827,  to  Miss  Sarah  Almira  Brace,  a 
daughter  of  Marvin  Brace,  of  Genesee  county,  N. 


Y.  She  was  born  May  14,  1806,  in  Bennington, 
that  county,  now  a part  of  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y., 
and  when  a child  of  eight  years  came  to  Springville 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  to  live  with  an 
aunt,  Mrs.  Arvin  Lyman,  with  whom  she  remained 
until  her  marriage.  She  died  on  the  old  Lyman 
homestead  in  that  township,  August  20,  1891,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  the  father  passed 
away  in  February,  1890,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 
Both  were  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  which  he  served  as  trustee,  and 
politically  he  was  identified  first  with  the  Whig  and 
later  with  the  Republican  party.  The  children  born 
to  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows : Gideon  C., 

deceased  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  who  was  a law- 
yer in  Montrose;  Marvin  B.,  a farmer  of  Lyman- 
ville,  Penn.,  who  was  a sergeant  in  Company  A, 
16th  Penn.  Cavalry;  Abigail,  wife  of  Anson  Mary- 
ott,  of  Susquehanna  county;  James  H.,  a farmer 
of  Lymanville;  Charles  S.,  who  enlisted  in  April, 
1861,  in  Company  I,  13th  P.  V.  I.,  and  at  the  end  of 
three  months  enlisted  in  Company  E,  9th  Penn. 
Cavalry,  for  three  years,  and  was  killed  in  Georgia 
September  14,  1863,  his  body  never  being  recov- 
ered; Annie  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years;  George  L.,  wno  died  young;  Thomas 
W.,  a banker  of  Hooper,  Neb.,  who  was  also  wound- 
ed in  the  Civil  war;  and  John  O.,  our  subject. 

John  O.  Lyman  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead, March  30,  1848,  and  was  there  reared  to 
manhood.  In  Springville  township,  he  was  mar- 
ried, December  4,  1873,  to  Miss  Lucy  Maria  Root, 
who  was  born  in  that  township,  February  14,  1846, 
a daughter  of  Albert  A.  and  Evelina  M,  (Hickox) 
Root.  The  father  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Conn., 
September  6,  1819,  a son  of  Enos  P.  and  Maria 
(Downs)  Root,  also  natives  of  Waterburv,  and  a 
grandson  of  Samuel  Root,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
place.  A member  of  the  Root  family  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as  a soldier  in 
the  Continental  army.  At  the  age  of  ten  years 
Mrs.  Lyman’s  father  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  where  he  ever  afterward  made  his  home,  and 
in  early  life  he  was  engaged  in  carpentering  and 
later  in  farming.  Politically  he  was  a supportei  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  in  religious  connection 
he  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He 
died  in  Springville  township,  June  25,  1894,  hon- 
ored and  respected  bv  all  who  knew  him.  Mrs.^ 
Lyman’s  mother  was  born  in  that  township,  April 
25,  1830,  a daughter  of  Janies  W.  and  Lucy  (Jen- 
kins) Hickox.  Her  father  was  born  April  25,  1798, 
and  died  January  20,  i860,  while  her  mother  was 
born  September  23,  1800,  and  died  November  1, 
1850.  Mrs.  Lyman’s  great-grandfather  Jenkins 
had  two  uncles  who  were  killed  in  the  Wyoming’ 
massacre.  The  Jenkins,  Hickox  and  Root  families 
were  all  of  English  descent.  Mrs.  Lyman  is  the 
eldest  in  a family  of  three  children,  the  others  being 
James  Prindall,  who  died  in  California,  in  18984 
and  Charles  Anson,  who  died  in  Springville  town- 
ship, September  18,  1878.  Of  the  four  children 
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born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  the  eldest,  Helen, 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Lena,  born  July  19’ 
1880,  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  'Sus- 
quehanna county;  Albert,  born  July  20,  1882,  and 
Annie,  born  February  10,  1886,  are  both  at  home. 

At  the- age  of  sixteen  years  Mr.  Lyman  com- 
menced learning  the  carpenter's  trade,'  which  he 
most  successfully  followed  for  thirty  years,  being- 
employed  in  Scranton,  Tunkhannock  and  Spring- 
ville, but  he  is  now  living  on  the  old  Hickox  home- 
stead, owned  by  his  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Root,  and 
gives  his  time  and  attention  to  general  farming  and 
dairying.  To  a limited  extent  he  also  works  at  his 
trade,  as  the  occasion  demands.  He  has  met  with  a 
well-deserved  success  in  life,  is  the  owner  of  some 
good  property  in  this  State,  and  is  an  upright  and 
reliable  business  man,  well  meriting  the  high  re- 
gard in  which  he  is  universally  held.  In  political 
sentiment  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  has  most 
creditably  and  acceptably  served  as  school  director- 
six  years,  and  justice  of  the  peace  in  Springville 
town  for  nineteen  consecutive  years.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  is  a lay  reader,  and  fraternally  he  be- 
longs to  the  Grange. 

CHARLES  W.  PIERSON  occupies  an  envia- 
ble position  among  the  honorable,  respected  farm- 
ing citizens  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  has  passed  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  He  was  born  January  11,  1836,  in  Knowlton 
township,  Warren  Co.,  N.  }.,  son  of  Joseph  Pierson 
and  grandson  of  Daniel  and  Susanna  (Jones)  Pier- 
son, who  were  farming  people  of  Connecticut.  They 
removed  thence  to  New  Jersey  prior  to  1776,  and 
were  living  in  Trenton  at  the  time  the  Hessians 
were  in  that  city,  and  the  silver  comb  was  taken 
from  Mrs.  Pierson's  hair  when  the  soldiers  plun- 
dered the  houses.  Their  eldest  child  was  Elijah. 

Joseph  Pierson  was  born  September  7,  1798,  in 
Hardwick  township,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  and  on  November  10,  1823,  he 
was  married,  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  Mary 
White.  She  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
May  23,  1804,  daughter  of  William  and  Amy  (Run- 
ion)  White,  farming-  people  who  settled  in  Auburn 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1841.  The 
young  couple  took  up  their  residence  in  Warren 
county,  also  removing  thence  in  1841  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  on  April  10.  of  that  year,  they  set- 
tled on  the  farm  in  Auburn  township  on  which  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  and  which  is 
now  owned  by  their  son  Charles  W.  Joseph  Pier- 
son followed  his  trade,  that  of  carpenter,  until  com- 
ing to  Auburn  township,  and  here  he  engaged  in 
farming,  taking  up  land  in  what  was  then  a wilder- 
ness and  on  which  he  had  to  make  a clearing  for  his 
dwelling.  He  became  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
his  adopted  town,  as  a successful  farmer  and  in 
public  matters,  held  various  offices,  and  was  also 
active  in  Church  work.  He  united  originallv  with 
the  M.  E.  Society,  but  as  there  was  no  Church  of 


that  denomination  in  Auburn  on  his  arrival  he  joined 
the  INI.  P.  Church,  and  was  one  of  the  three  men 
who  erected  the  first  M.  P.  church  in  that  town- 
ship, continuing  to  be  one  of  its  supporters  and  a 
trustee  to  the  close  of  his  life.  He  died  August 
22,  1865,  his  wife  September  28,  1886,  and  their  re- 
mains lie  in  Jersey  Iiill  cemetery.  To  their  union 
came  children  as  follows:  Amy,  born  June  6,  1827, 
widow  of  David  J.  Raub,  of  Auburn  township ; 
Benjamin,  born  August  23,  1829,  deceased  March 
15,  1880,  at ’Auburn;  Charles  W.,  subject  proper 
of  these  lines;  and  Susanna  L.,  born  August  8, 
1845,  wife  of  Milton  Harris,  of  Auburn. 

Charles  W.  Pierson  was  given  a good  practical 
education  in  boyhood,  attending  the  common  schools 
of  the  township  and  Harford  University,  of  which 
Rev.  Lyman  Richardson  was  principal.  In  his  earlv 
manhood  he  taught  school  for  a time,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  teaching  one  term  at  Wanamie,  Penn.,  and 
subsequently  three  terms  in  Auburn  township.  He 
has  always  taken  a special  interest  in  the  schools 
and  all  kindred  subjects,  and  has  served  as  school 
director  in  his  township  for  seven  years.  Mr.  Pier- 
son has  made  farming  his  life  vocation,  however, 
and  has  remained  on  the  home  place,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  agricultural  training,  by  thrift  and  in- 
dustry deriving  a comfortable  competence  from  the 
place.  He  has  ever  been  ranked  among  the  most 
progressive  and  intelligent  residents  of  the  township, 
where  his  fellow  citizens  have  shown  their  appre- 
ciation of  and  confidence  in  his  ability  by  electing 
him  to  various  offices  of.  responsibility.  For  three 
years  he  was  a director  of  the  poor  farm,  holding 
that  position  when  the  poorhouse  was  built  in  Rush 
township  for  the  poor  of  Auburn,  Rush,  Springville 
and  Forest  Lake  townships,  and  he  has  been  auditor 
for  several  years,  in  every  incumbency  giving  evi- 
dence of  his  good  judgment  and  capability.  LIis 
political  sympathies  have  been  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Mi. 
E.  Church  for  the  past  twenty  years,  and,  frater- 
nally, belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being  a charter 
member  of  Auburn  Center  Lodge  No.  905, 
at  Auburn  Center,  Penn.,  of  which  he  was  installed 
the  first  noble  grand  at  the  organization,  on  April 
26,  1875  ; he  was  representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
at  Philadelphia,  in  Centennial  year,  1876. 

Mr.  Pierson  was  married,  by  Rev.  George 
Sterigere,  in  Auburn  township,  on  May  7,  1859, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  R.  Vain  Scoten,  and  they  have 
had  three  children,  namely:  Annabel,  who  is  the 
wife  of  George  Lee,  a farmer  of  Springville;  Jo- 
seph G.,  a farmer  of  Wyoming  county,  who  mar- 
ried Susie  Watkins ; and  Lewis  B.,  a school  teacher, 
living  at  home.  Mrs.  Pierson  was  born  February  9, 
1840,  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  daughter  of  George 
and  Sidney  M.  (Raub)  Van  Scoten,  the  former  of 
whom  was  the  son  of  Garret  and  Catherine  (Shan- 
non) Van  Scoten,  natives  of  Holland  who  settled 
in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  on  coming  to  this  coun- 
try. The  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Catherine  (Butts)  Raub,  who  are  mentioned  else- 
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where.  They  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1856, 
making  their  home  in  Auburn  township,  where 
Mrs.  Van  Scoten  died  April  24,  1882,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years.  George  Van  Scoten  enlisted  for 
service  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died,  of  disease, 
in  June,  1863,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years.  They 
had  the  following  named  children : Elizabeth  R., 
Mrs.  Pierson ; Marshall,  living  in  Montrose,  Penn., 
who  is  a pension  agent  and  justice  of  the  peace; 
Sarah  C.,  wife  of  Dennis  Seebring,  a farmer  of 
Rush  township ; Andrew,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
Emma,  wife  of  J.  H.  Smith,  of  Red  Creek,  N.  Y. ; 
and  George,  a merchant  and  real-estate  dealer  of 
Athens,  Pennsylvania. 

DWIGHT  MILLS  (deceased) ,. whose  life  was 
closed  December  23,  1894,  after  a successful  career 
in  Wayne  county  as  a merchant,  mechanic  and  en- 
gineer, was  also  connected,  as  contractor  and 
overseer,  with  the  building  of  the  Croton  acque- 
duct,  and  the  construction  of  the  New  York  & Erie 
road  between  Chester  and  Goshen,  N.  Y.  He  was 
born  April  14,  1819,  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  Both 
his  grandfather's  were  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  Col.  John  Mills,  his  paternal  grand- 
father, acquiring  his  title  in  that  war ; the  maternal 
grandfather  served  as  a corporal  and  sergeant. 

John  Mills,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was' born 
at  Old  Hadley,  Hampshire  Co.,  Mass.  In  1814  he 
settled  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased 
a farm,  on  which  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1820,  when  he  removed  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  After  making  another  move  or  two  he  finally 
in  1823,  settled  on  a tract  in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and 
there  cleared  and  improved  a farm.  His  wife,  who 
was  formerly  Hannah  Buckman,  bore  him  children 
as  follows : Theodore,  Edward,  Samuel,  Ab'ial  B., 
Dwight,  William,  Mary  J.  (who  lives  in  San  Jose, 
Cal.),  Charles  H.,  John,  and  Mary  A.,  all  of  whom 
are  now  deceased  excepting  Charles  LI.  and  Mary  J. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  in  1840,  when  aged 
sixtv-three  years,  the  mother  in  1846,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years ; both  are  buried  in  the  Carbondale 
cemetery.  They  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Dwight  Mills  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
working  through  the  summer  time,  and  attending 
the  neighborhood  school  for  a short  period  during 
the  winter  season.  When  about  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  went  to  New  York  City,  and  learned  the  ma- 
chinist’s trade  at  the  Allaire  works,  serving  three 
years  at  the  trade.  He  then  returned  to  Carbondale, 
Penn.,  and  for  several  years  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  connection  with  one  of  his  broth- 
ers. He  was  next  employed  as  engineer  on  the 
Gravity  railroad  which  was  then  being  built  be- 
tween Lake  Ariel  and  Hawlev,  and  later,  John  B. 
Smith  (who  was  with  Mr.  Mills  in  New  York) 
becoming  superintendent  of  the  railroad  company, 
Mr.  Mills  became  master  mechanic  under  him.  The 
division  over  which  Mr.  Mills  had  charge  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  was  that  between  Hawley 


and  No.  21,  near  Wimmers  on  the  Erie  & Wyoming 
Valley  road,  and  he  remained  in  that  employ  for 
many  years,  until  the  road  was  abandoned.  On  May 
7,  1851,  he  moved  his  family  to  Lake  Ariel, 
which  place  was  then  quite  in  the  woods,  and  he 
gradually  acquired  considerable  land,  he  and  son 
possessing  some  300  acres.  As  time  passed  these 
lands  greatly  increased  in  worth  and  became  valua- 
ble. They  were  finally  sold  to  the  Lake  Ariel  Im- 
provement Co.,  for  $75,000.  Mr.  Mills  was  a man 
of  business  ability,  a good  manager,  and  so  con- 
ducted his  affairs  that  he  became  possessed  of  con- 
siderable means.  He  was  quiet  and  plain  in  manner, 
but  a man  of  worth,  and  was  one  of  Ariel’s  best 
citizens.  He  had  been  a Freemason  since  1859.  and 
stood  high  in  the  fraternity. 

On  December  8,  1838,  at  Tarrytown,  N.  Y., 
our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Beekman, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  Speers,  a 
minister  of  the  M.  P.  Church,  and  the  following  chil- 
dren came  to  bless  the  union : Elizabeth,  born  June 
16,  1841,  married  James  Bigart,  a farmer  of  Cherry 
Ridge,  Penn.;  William  W.,  born  June  23,  1843, 
and  married  to  Agues  Moffit,  is  a machinist  at 
Dunmore,  Penn. ; Mary  F.,  born  November  4,  1845, 
married  Jonathan  Brown,  and  died  November  4, 
1876;  Charles,  born  September  27,  1854,  married 
AJlie  Bunnell,  and  they  reside  at  Honesdale,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mrs.  Jane  (Beekman)  Mills  was  born  March 
12,  1821,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  N.  Y.,  the  site  of  her 
birthplace  being  now  owned  by  John  D.  Rocka- 
feller  and  brother.  She  is  a daughter  of  Gerard  G. 
and  Elizabeth  (Adams)  Beekman,  the  former  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of 
New  York  City.  The  Beekmans  are  of  royal  blood. 
Mrs.  Mills  possesses  a record  of  the  family  for  many 
generations  back.  The  first  of  the  family  in  this 
country  was  William  Beekman,  who  came  from 
Holland  in  1646,  locating  in  New  York  City.  He 
was  the  son  of  John  Beekman,  of  Hasselt,  in  the 
Province  of  Overyssel,  Holland.  Mrs,  Mills’  great 
grandparents  were  Gerard  and  Ann  (Van  Horn) 
Beekman,  and  her  grandparents  were  Gerard  and 
Cornelia  (Van  Cortland)  Beekman.  Beginning 
with  the  eldest  son  of  William,  the  first  ances- 
tor in  America,  it  has  been  the  custom  in  the 
Beekman  family  to  name  the  eldest  son  Ge- 
rard. The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ge- 
rard G.  Beekman  were : Cornelia  married  Clark 
Hammond;  Joan  married  States  Hammond,  and 
both  are  now  deceased ; Pierre  is  deceased ; Cath- 
erine married  Horris  Bartlett;  Philip  Van  Cortland 
is  deceased;  William  died  in  1895;  Stephen  died  in 
Florida,  where  he  had  gone  to  take  charge  of  a 
school ; Jane  married  Dwight  Mills ; Gertrude  mar- 
ried Adolphus  Beekman,  of  Tarrytown,  N.  Y. ; and 
Susan  married  Samuel  Thomas,  of  Pavilion,  N.  Y. 
The  father  of  these  died  on  the  old  home  place  April 
7,  1836,  when  aged  sixty-five  years.  He  was  butted 
by  a ram  when  in  the  act  of  letting  down  some  bars, 
the  animal  striking  him  in  the  back  and  causing  the 
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bursting  of  a blood  vessel.  The  mother  lived  until 
1871,  dying  at  North  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  when  aged 
eighty-six. 

CHARLES  D.  JAGGAR  S,  a prominent  agri- 
culturist of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
is  among  those  whose  enterprise  and  industry  have 
helped  to  bring  the  once  densely  wooded  lands  of 
this  section  under  cultivation,  and  through  his  ju- 
dicious use  of  opportunities  he  has  won  a place 
among  our  substantial  citizens. 

His  family  has  been  identified  with  Pennsyl- 
vania for  several  generations,  and  his  great-grand- 
father, Daniel  Jaggars,  was  for  some  time  a resident 
of  Philadelphia,  but  came  to  Wayne  county,  in 
1807,  accompanied  by  one  son,  Joseph.  Joseph  Jag- 
gars,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  111 
Philadelphia,  and  his  wife,  Rebecca  (Wagner),  was 
the  eldest  child  of  Adam  Wagner,  a native  of  Mary- 
land, who  settled  in  Wayne  county,  in  1783,  and 
died  in  1793.  To  Joseph  and  Rebecca  Jaggars  the 
following  children  were  born : Hannah,  who  mar- 
ried Isaac  Seely ; Elizabeth,  who  married  Harrison 
McMinn  ; Nancy,  wife  of  William  Coleman  ; Phoebe, 
Mrs.  Louis  Bucklin ; Rebecca  (Mrs.  Samuel  Shaf- 
fer) ; Abram,  our  subject’s  father;  Ennis,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Charles  Buckland,  and  (second)  George 
Beach;  Margaret  (Mrs.  Raynsford  Smith);  Susan 
(Mrs.  William  Williams)  ; Rachel,  who  married 
Thomas  Glenn;  and  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-five  years,  unmarried. 

Abram  Jaggars  was  born  October  5,  1817,  in 
South  Canaan  township,  and  died  May  14,  i860, 
aged  forty-three  years,  his  remains  being  interred  in 
the  burial  grounds  in  the  same  locality.  He  was 
married  in  August,  1842,  in  South  Canaan  township 
to  Miss  Mary  Shaffer,  and  the  following  children 
were  born  of  the  union : Elizabeth,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Susan,  born  April  16,  1846,  wife  of  Jessup 
Brooks,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township ; Re- 
becca, born  April  29,  1848,  wife  of  Russell  Swin- 
gle, of  the  same  township;  Charles  D.,  our  subject, 
born  September  2,  1850;  Mary  L.,  born  March 
22,  1854,  wife  of  Phineas  Swingle,  a farmer  of 
South  Canaan  township ; Abram  F.,  born  October 
22,  1856,  who  married  Miss  Hattie  Treslar,  and 
resides  upon  the  old  homestead ; and  Jessie,  born 
September,  1858,  died  March  8,  1861.  The  mother 
of  this  family,  who  was  born  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, June  10,  1823,  now  resides  with  her  son 
Abram.  She  is  a descendant  of  John  Shaffer,  who 
came  from  Germany  in  Colonial  times,  and  served 
as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  resided 
for  a time  in  New  York  State,  where  he  married  a 
Miss  Forbes,  and  in  1783  he  settled  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, purchasing  a large  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now 
South  Canaan  township.  His  second  son  Moses, 
the  father  of  Mary  Jaggars,  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  that  neighborhood.  Moses  Shaffer 
became  a successful  farmer  and  miller,  and  he  and 
his  wife,  Mary  (Swingle),  also  a native  of  the 
township,  passed  their  entire  lives  there,  and  were 


buried  in  the  cemetery  near  their  old  home.  This 
worthy  couple  had  the  following  children:  Jacob, 
who  married  Susan  Enslin  (both  deceased)  ; Susan, 
who  married  (first)  Jacob  Swingle,  and  (second) 
Moses  Springer  (all  are  now  deceased)  ; Samuel, 
who  married  (first)  Rebecca  Jaggars,  and  (second) 
Mary  A.  Curtis  (all  are  now  deceased)  ; Charles, 
who  married  Alice  Bennett  (both  are  deceased)  ; 
Sarah,  wife  of  John  Cobb  (both  are  deceased)  ; 
Fanny,  who  married  Aaron  Curtis,  a retired  resident 
of  Scranton,  Penn,  (both  are  deceased)  ; Amelia, 
wife  of  Adam  Wagner,  of  Waymart  (both  are  de- 
ceased) ; Catherine,  who  married  James  Glenn  (both 
are  deceased)  ; Mary,  our  subject’s  mother;  Sylves- 
ter, who  married  Hannah  Swingle,  and  resides  upon 
a farm  in  Lake  township,  W ayne  county ; and  Han- 
nah, deceased  wife  of  G.  W.  Swingle,  of  South 
Canaan  township. 

Charles  D.  Jaggars  was  born  September  2, 
1850,  at  the  old  homestead  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, where  he  remained  until  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority. He  then  engaged  in  lumbering  in  the  woods 
on  contract,  a business  which  he  continued  until 
1875,  when  he  settled  upon  his  present  farm  ad- 
joining the  old  homestead.  The  place  was  then 
covered  with  the  primitive  forest,  but  hard  work 
and  good  management  have  made  it  a valuable 
farm.  While  Mr.  Jaggars  is  not  eager  for  political 
honors  he  is  interested  in  public  questions,  and  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  In  local  matters  he  has  always  shown  him- 
self a friend  to  progress,  and  for  three  years  he 
served  as  school  director.  Socially  he  and  his  family 
are  prominent,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  P.  of  H. 
of  South  Canaan.  On  January  27,  1874,  he  was 
married  in  his  native  township  by  Rev.  Mark  Ber- 
ryman, a Methodist  minister,  to  Miss  Orra  O.  Ens- 
lin,  and  their  home  has  been  brightened  by  six  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: Lelia,  May  16,  1875;  Orra,  April  14,  1877 ; 
Susie,  June  22,  1879;  John,  September  4,  1881; 
Golda,  December  24,  1889;  and  Basil,  June  30,  1892. 
Of  these,  Lelia  was  married  February  2,  1897,  to 
Arthur  Enslin,  of  Lake  township. 

The  Enslin  family  is  well  known  in  Wayne 
county,  and  Mrs.  Jaggars,  who  was  born  in  South 
Canaan  township,  February  11,  1855,  is  a descend- 
ant of  George  Enslin,  a native  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  America  at  an  early  day,  and  after  residing 
for  a time  at  Newport,  Penn.,  located  permanently 
in  Wayne  county,  where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a 
farmer  and  blacksmith.  He  married  Kate  Swingle, 
a native  of  Wayne  county,  and  a descendant  of 
Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  a pioneer  settler  of  that  lo- 
cality. They  had  eight  children : Jacob,  who  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Transue;  George,  who  married  Sarah 
Swingle;  Frederick,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Jag- 
gars; Sallie  (Mrs.  John  McLean);  Betsy  (Mrs. 
John  Burleigh)  ; Tena  (Mrs.  David  Freeman)  ; 
Susan  (Mrs.  Jacob  Shaffer)  ; and  Polly  (Mrs. 
Moses  Swingle),  all  now  deceased.  Frederick  Ens- 
lin was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  mar- 
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ricd  Nancy  A.  Quick,  a native  of  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.,  where  her  parents,  Cornelius  and  Elizabeth 
(Nesbit)  Quick,  settled  at  an  early  period.  Her  fa- 
ther died  there,  but  her  mother’s  last  days  were 
spent  in  Wayne  county.  Of  their  other  children, 
franklin  married  Katie  Bogert;  Francis  married 
Emma  Sibley ; Henry  married  Miss  McGee ; Al- 
mina  married  Charles  Swingle,  of  South  Canaan 
township;  Polly  married  John  Swingle;  Rachel 
married  Barney  Carrey;  Margaret  married  Eli 
Shaffer;  and  Sallie  married  Joseph  Swingle.  Fred- 
erick Enslin  died  December  5,  1859,  aged  fifty-seven 
years ; his  wife  passed  away  November  14,  1859,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Julia,  deceased,  wife  of  Henry  Ames,  of  W ay- 
mart;  Jacob,  father  of  Mrs.  Jaggars;  Francis,  who 
married  Martha  Shaffer,  an  aunt  of  Mrs.  Jaggars, 
now  deceased;  Rosella,  wife  of  Alexander  Correll, 
baggage-master  at  Hawley  for  the  E.  & W.  R.  R. ; 
Rachel,  wife  of  Columbus  Hubbard,  of  Lake  town- 
ship, Wayne  county;  and  Joshua,  who  married 
Viola  Sherman,  and  settled  in  Hudson  City,  Wis., 
where  he  died  some  years  ago. 

Jacob  Enslin,  father  of  Mrs.  Jaggars,  was  born 
July  29,  1827,  and  has  resided  at  his  present  home- 
stead in  South  Canaan  township  since  he  was  a year 
old.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  lost  his  left  hand 
by  the  explosion  of  a gun  with  which  he  had  been 
shooting,  but  notwithstanding  this  disadvantage  he 
has  managed  to  do  much  hard  work.  He  is  held  in 
high  esteem  among  his  associates,  and  is  noted  for 
his  kindness  and  readiness  to  oblige  his  friends,  but 
at  times  these  amiable  traits  have  caused  him  finan- 
cial loss.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  for 
twenty  years  past  he  has  held  the  office  of  overseer 
of  the  poor.  He  was  married  May  13,  1851,  at 
Salem  Corners,  Wayne  county,  by  Rev.  Ivellog,  a 
Methodist  minister,  to  Miss  Rachel  Shaffer,  who 
was  born  November  2,  1831,  a daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Rachel  (Wagner)  Shaffer,  prominent  residents 
of  South  Canaan  township.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren: Ordelia,  born  March  5,  1852,  who  married 
John  Corey,  a farmer  in  South  Canaan  township; 
Orra  O.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Elven,  born  April  2, 
1858,  who  married  Elida  Seely,  and  resides  upon  a 
farm  in  South  Canaan  township;  Frederick,  born 
June  14,  i860,  who  married  Emma  Radenburg,  and 
is  also  engaged  in  farming  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship; Kansas,  born  June  5,  1862,  died  January  3, 
1864;  and  Miss  Katie,  born  March  9,  1865,  and  Jay 
F.,  born  November  26,  1868,  both  residing  at  home. 

JOSIAH  O.  FLTLLER,  who  is  now  living  a 
comparatively  retired  life  at  his  home  in  West  Au- 
burn, Susquehanna  county,  is  a native  of  that  place, 
born  July  16,  1842,  and  he  has  been  identified  with 
agricultural  interests  there  all  his  life. 

Mr.  Fuller’s  father,  Jonas  Fuller,  was  born  in 
Addison  county,  Vt.,  March  30,  1792,  son  of  Josiah 
and  Lydia  ( Heath)  Fuller,  natives  of  the  same 
State,  the  former  born  November  11,  1757,  the  latter 
March  26,  1761.  They  lived  and  died  in  Vermont, 


where  they  were  buried,  Josiah  Fuller  engaging  in 
farming  and  sawmilling.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Philomele,  born  September  11,  1782,  Mrs. 
Smith;  Beulah,  born  March  17,  1784,  Mrs.  Elisha 
Baker;  Cerah,  born  February  17,  1788,  Mrs.  Hall; 
Lydia,  born  March  4,  1790,  Mrs.  Dyke ; Jonas,  father 
of  our  subject;  Phcebe,  born  April  11,  1796,  Mrs. 
Ambler;  and  Sage,  born  December  13,  1805,  mar- 
ried a Willoughby.  Jonas  Fuller  grew  to  man- 
hood at  his  native  place,  and  in  1813,  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  settling  in  Bridgewater  township,  where  he 
resided  for  twenty  years,  and  subsequently  remov- 
ing to  Auburn,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  He  was  a miller  and  millwright  by  trade,  and 
was  considered  the  best  mechanic  in  this  part  of  the 
State ; during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  also  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  was  first  married  to  Mary 
Wells,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  all  now  de- 
ceased, viz.:  Almond,  Ransom,  Cyrus  (who  died 
in  1898)  and  Mary  (Mrs.  Solomon  Moore,  deceased 
in  1898).  His  second  wife,  Clarissa  Main,  was  a na- 
tive of  Susquehanna  county,  and  to  them  were  born 
thirteen  children : Ami,  who  died  when  seven  years 
old;  Lydia  A.,  who  married  Luther  Jagger,  now  a 
retired  resident  of  Auburn  township;  Henry,  Jonas, 
Nelson,  Theodore,  Julia  A.,  Andrew  and  George,  all 
of  whom  died  young;  Harriet,  who  married  Al- 
pheus  Crawford,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; Charles, 
a farmer  of  Auburn  township;  Josiah  O. ; and  Clara, 
wife  of  Lewis  Biles,  of  Camptown,  Penn.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  January  26,  1882,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  six  months,  and 
the  mother  followed  him  to  the  long  home  in  Oc- 
tober, 1S84,  when  aged  seventy-six  years;  they 
were  buried  in  the  Fuller  cemetery  in  Auburn  town- 
ship. They  were  worthy  Christian  people,  and 
were  highly  respected  by  their  neighbors  and  friends 
in  Auburn  township.  Jonas  Fuller  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812-15. 

Up  to  the  age  of  twenty  years  Josiah  O.  Fuller 
remained  on  the  home  farm,  in  his  boyhood  attend- 
ing the  public  schools,  and  subsequently  assisting 
his  father.  After  his  marriage  he  purchased  a farm 
of  his  own,  on  which  he  lived  for  one  year,  until  his 
enlistment,  on  August  29,  1864,  in  Company  C,  203rd 
P.  V.  I.,  Capt.  Charles  Smallwood,  and  he  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  going  from 
there  direct  to  Camp  Cadwalader,  Philadelphia. 
He  served  until  the  close  of  the  struggle,  tak- 
ing part  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Fisher  and  other  en- 
gagements, and  was  mustered  out  June  22,  1865,  at 
Raleigh,  N.  C.,  receiving  his  discharge  July  3,  at 
Philadelphia.  He  was  never  wounded.  On  his  re- 
turn from  the  army  he  engaged  in  lumbering  for 
almost  a year,  and  on  April  1,  1866,  bought  a farm 
on  Lime  Hill,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  re- 
sided for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
sold  and  came  to  W est  Auburn.  Here  he  has  bought 
and  sold  farms  several  times.  He  is  a good  business 
manager,  and  has  been  busily  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  in  which  he  has  met  with  unusual  sue- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


308 


cess,  acquiring  a comfortable  competence.  Mr.  Ful- 
ler is  one  of  the  most  progressive  residents  of  this 
section,  where  he  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  genuine 
worth  and  value  as  a reliable  citizen,  and  he  is  well 
known  all  over  the  township.  He  has  served  as 
school  director  six  years,  and,  politically,  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  Socially  he  holds  mem- 
bership with  the  Patrons  of  Industry. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  married,  November  12,  1862, 
to  Miss  Emma  Peet,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  named  children : Loella,  who  is  the  wife 
of  C.  W.  Seely,  formerly  a life  insurance  agent, 
of  Meshoppen,  Penn.,  now  conductor  on  a trolly  car 
in  Scranton ; Mertie,  who  died  when  two  and  one- 
lialf  years  old;  Miles  B.,  engaged  in  agriculture  on 
his  father’s  old  farm,  who  married  Hattie  Fellbush ; 
Iona  L.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  B.  Beaumont,  of 
West  Auburn ; Grace,  who  married  Wickham  Elliott, 
a farmer  and  grain  merchant  of  Hornets  Ferry, 
Penn.,  now  bookkeeper  and  head  clerk  in  Fuller's 
dry-goods  store  at  Camptown,  Penn. ; and  Anna,  liv- 
ing with  her  parents. 

Mrs.  Emma  (Peet)  Fuller  is  an  intelligent  and 
highly-respected  woman.  She  was  born  January  8, 
1840,  in  Middletown  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, daughter  of  Philip  Peet,  a native  of  Derbyshire, 
England,  whose  father,  Richard  Peet,  was  engaged 
in  farming  in  that  country  all  his  life.  In  1829 
Philip  Peet  set  out  for  the  United  States,  landing  at 
Nova  Scotia  after  a voyage  of  nine  weeks,  during 
which  time  they  encountered  such  severe  storms 
that  the  masts  were  torn  away,  and  for  three  weeks 
they  were  at  the  mercy  of  wind  and  wave.  Locat- 
ing first  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  Mr.  Peet 
subsequently  removed  to-  Bradford  county,  where 
he  resided  for  many  years.  His  declining  days 
were  spent  with  his  son  William  W.  Peet  in 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where  he  died  Septem- 
ber 19,  1869,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  He  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  an  honest,  upright 
Christian  man.  He  married  Lorain  Beardslee, 
a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  who 
passed  away  -February  13,  1872,  aged  sixty-nine 
years ; she  was  a teacher  of  eminence ; spirited ; 
possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  musical  talent ; de- 
voted to  family  and  friends ; a firm  supporter  of 
truth  and  righteousness,  and  a devout  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  The  remains  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peet 
rest  in  the  West  Auburn  cemetery.  They  were  the 
parents  of  children  as  follows : William  W.,  who  is 
a very  successful  farmer  of  Bradford  county,  and 
was  for  many  years  a teacher  of  vocal  music ; Mary 
E.,  wife  of  M.  C.  Lacey,  a farmer  and  mechanic, 
who  removed  to  Russell  county,  Ivans.,  in  1878,  and 
died  November  10,  1897  (he  was  here  elected  for 
several  terms  justice  of  the  peace,  and  to  other 
offices  of  trust)  ; Sarah  A.,  widow  of  John  R.  La- 
cey, an  architect  of  Laceyville,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn. ; 
Emma,  Mrs.  Fuller;  and  Julia,  wife  of  Andrew 
Kennedy,  a stone  mason  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Fuller  taught  seven  terms  of  school,  five  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  two  in  Bradford,  and  met 


with  the  best  of  success  in  that  profession,  and  all 
her  sisters  were  successful  teachers. 

Mrs.  Emma  (Peet)  Fuller’s  grandfather,  Silas 
Beardslee,  Sr.,  moved  from  New  Milford,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  with  his  wife,  Catharine  Treadwell,  and 
two  children,  accompanied  by  a sister  and  her  hus- 
band, Isaac  Bronson,  and  made  the  first  settlement 
at  Stevensville,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1794.  After 
a time  he  moved  on  up  the  Wyalusing  Creek  to  the 
Forks,  and  made  the  first  settlement  there;  still 
later  moving  up  the  North  Branch  on  to  the  Salt 
Spring  farm.  Here  he  met  his  death,  being  thrown 
from  a wagon,  and  breaking  his  neck,  on  July  18, 
1820.  He  had  a family  of  nine  children:  Eunice, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Beebe;  William,  who  married  Abigail 
Whitaker;  Mahetabel,  Mrs.  Edmund  Fairchild; 
Joanna,  Mrs.  Amasa  Moulton;  Sally,  Mrs.  Austin 
Howell;  Lorain,  Mrs.  Philip  Peet;  Catharine,  Mrs. 
Clark  Whitaker;  Silas,  who  married  Julia  Ann 
Barton;  and  John,  who  married  Adaline  Darling. 
Of  these,  Mrs.  Catharine  Whitaker,  now  past  nine- 
ty-five years  of  age,  is  the  only  survivor ; she  is  re- 
markable for  her  memory  of  past  events. 

MORRIS  H.  STROUSS,  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
agricultural  pursuits  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe 
county,  for  many  years,  and  is  the  owner  of  a.  fine 
farm  located  about  one  mile  west  of  Spragueville. 

Mr.  Strouss  belongs  to  a well-known  family. 
His  grandfather,  Jacob  Strouss,  a native  of  Ger- 
many, came  to  this  section  when  a young  man,  lo- 
cating in  what  is  now  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  he  cleared  two  farms.  Some  years 
afterward  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  what  is  now 
Columbia  county,  then  a part  of  Montour  county, 
and  purchased  a large  tract  of  land.  He  and  his 
wife  died  there,  leaving  four  sons  and  one  daughter : 
Levi,  our  subject’s  father,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below;  David  and  Jonathan  inherited  the  Columbia 
lands,  and  still  reside  there;  Aaron  died  in  Colum- 
bia county;  and  Rebecca  married  Aaron  Springer, 
of  Columbia  county,  and  afterward  removed  to  the 
West. 

Levi  Strouss,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  and  his  education  was  begun 
in  the  common  schools  of  Hamilton  township.  In 
early  manhood  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Hess,  a 
native  of  New  York  State  and  a daughter  of  John 
Hess,  then  a resident  of  Northampton  county,  Penn. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  Levi  Strouss  bought  a tract 
of  forest  land  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, two  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Stroudsburg, 
where  he  cleared  a fine  farm.  His  first  house  was 
burned,  but  he  replaced  it  by  a more  substantial 
one,  in  which  his  last  days  were  spent,  his  death 
occurring  in  1865  ; his  wife  died  in  1868.  Of  their 
ten  children  three  died  in  childhood.  (1)  Anna  M. 
married  Peter  A.  Gruber,  of  Paradise  township, 
Monroe  county.  (2)  Asenath  married  (first)  John 
C.  Meyers,  who  died  in  1858,  and  (second)  James 
R.  Dixson,  of  Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe  coun- 
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ty.  She  has  one  son,  Howard  Dixson.  (3)  Morris 
H.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (4) 
Eliza  married  William  W.  Brodhead,  a merchant  of 
Coolbaugh  township,  and  has  five  children,  Fannie 
(wife  of  J.  Terry,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.),  Harry, 
Sallie,  Charles  and  Jennie.  (5)  Sarah  married  Adel- 
bert  Swan,  of  Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  has  two  children,  William  and  Hattie.  (6) 
Isaiah,  who  has  been  connected  with  sawmill  work 
in  Tobyhanna  for  thirty-two  years,  married  Miss 
Rachel  Frounfelker,  of  Coolbaugh  township,  and  has 
four  children,  Harry,  Minnie  (Mrs.  Greenman,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.),  Edward  and  Adam.  (7)  An- 
nia  married  Luther  Williamson,  a lumberman  of 
Coolbaugh  township,  and  they  have  children,  George, 
Laura,  Emmet  and  Lewis. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  20,  1837,  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  and  during  boy- 
hood attended  school  there  and  in  Stroud  township. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a brick  maker  with  Simon  Gruber,  and  on  com- 
pleting his  apprenticeship  he  built  kilns  at  Dun- 
more,  and  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account ; 
later  he  built  kilns  at  Providence,  Luzerne  county, 
where  he  remained  one 'year.  In  1862  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  176th  P.  V.  I:,  under  Capt.  Charles 
Warwick,  of  Stroudsburg,  being  mustered  in  at 
Philadelphia.  On  January  1,  1863,  he  was  appoint- 
ed corporal  under  Col.  Ambrose  A.  Lecherand  and 
soon  afterward  he  went  to  Suffolk,  Va.,  where  his 
company  was  assigned  to  service  with  Gen.  Foster 
in  his  Charleston  expedition,  and  on  arriving  at 
Newbern,  N.  C.,  they  were  incorporated  in  the 
First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Department  of  the 
South.  On  January  27,  1863,  they  sailed  for  Hil- 
ton Head,  S.  C.,  where  they  landed  on  February 
9.  There  our  subject  was  taken  ill  with  intermittent 
fever,  but  after  two  months  in  the  regimental  hos- 
pital he  rejoined  his  company,  and  in  August,  1863, 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge  because  of  the 
expiration  of  his  term.  While  in  the  service  his 
regiment " was  employed  mainly  in  special  provost 
duty  and  in  fatigue  duty  on  fortifications.  On  his 
return  home  he  followed  lumbering  and  sawmill 
work  at  Tobyhanna  for  four  years,  and  then  rented 
a farm  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  remained  until  1872.  From  that  time  he  re- 
sided at  his  present  homestead,  which  he  purchased 
in  1880  from  Michael  Cuff,  and  has  improved  it  in 
a substantial  manner,  clearing  up  an  unimproved 
portion,  building  a new  barn,  and  remodeling  the 
residence.  In  1898  he  purchased  a lot  in  the  village 
of  Spragueville,  where  he  has  erected  a two-story 
house,  with  all  modern  improvements,  in  which  he 
now  resides.  Politically  he  is  a Republican  of 
Old-time  Whig  antecedents,  but  he  never  sought 
or  held  office,  though  he  is  at  present  serving  as 
postmaster,  having  been  appointed  April  1,  1899. 
His  family  is  prominent  in  the  social  life  of  the 
community,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Spragueville. 

In  December,  1863,  Mr.  Strouss  married  Miss 


Caroline  Ruff,  who  was  born  in  1844  in  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county,  daughter  of  William  B. 
and  Elizabeth  Ruff,  both  of  whom  are  living  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  She  died  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1876,  in  Paradise  township,  and  on  May 

4,  1878,  he  married  Miss  Susan  R.  Huffman,  daugh- 
ter of  Abram  and  Mary  Huffman,  natives  of  Bucks 
county,  Penn.,  who  removed  in  1833  to  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  coutny,  where  their  last  years 
were  spent.  Mr.  Strouss  has  had  six  children,  all 
by  the  first  marriage,  viz. : ( 1 ) Miss  Emma,  born 
May  5,  1865,  in  Stroud  township,  is  assistant  fore- 
lady in  a shirt  factory  at  Wilmington,  Del.  (2) 
Bertha,  born  December  26,  1867,  in  Stroud  town- 
ship, married  Henry  W.  Wilton,  an  engineer  re- 
siding in  Coolbaugh  township,  and  has  had  five 
children,  Willie  (who  died  in  childhood),  May, 
John,  Emma,  and  Elizabeth.  (3)  Lizzie,  born  No- 
vember 5,  1869,  in  Coolbaugh  township,  married 
Frank  L.  Huffman,  a farmer  at  the  old  Huffman 
homestead  in  Stroud  township.  (4)  Maggie,  born  in 
1872,  died  in  the  same  year.  (5)  Grace,  born  October 

5,  1873,  married  Simon  Transue,  a railroad  man  re- 
siding in  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  and  has 
two  children,  Annia  and  Emma.  (6)  Charles,  born 
February  7,  1876,  died  in  childhood. 

HON.  FRANCIS  VINCENT  CARR,  of 
Waymart,  who  is  now  serving  as  associate  judge 
of  Wayne  county,  is  a worthy  representative  of  an 
old  and  distinguished  family. 

According  to  a charter  in  Battle  Abbey,  one 
of  the  followers  of  William  the  Conqueror  was 
named  Karrs,  and  from  this  Norman  soldier  the 
various  families  bearing  the  name  of  Carr  or  Kerr 
have  doubtless  descended.  It  is  likely  that  the  first 
home  of  the  race  was  in  the  North  of  England,  but 
succeeding  generations  settled  on  the  other  side  of 
the  border,  in  Scotland,  and  in  still  later  times 
the  family  spread  to  the  North  of  Ireland.  The 
original  spelling  of  the  name  was  widely  modified 
from  the  . Norman  French  Karre  or  Carre,  and 
in  documents  belonging  to  the  early  centuries  we 
find  it  written  Carre,  Carr,  Care,  Car,  Karre,  Karr, 
Kar,  Kerre,  Ker  and  Kerr.  In  the  Scotch  branch 
the  spelling  Kerr,  Karr  or  Ker  has  mainly  been 
follow'ed,  while  in  the  English  and  Irish  the  pre- 
vailing form  is  Carr. 

Judge  Carr  is  a direct  descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  one  Benjamin  Carr,  who 
was  born  in  London,  England,  August  18,  1592, 
and  was  married  September  2,  1613,  to  Martha 
Hardington,  of  the  same  city,  where  they  continued 
to  reside.  They  had  several  children,  among 
whom  were  Robert,  born  October  4,  1614;  Caleb, 
December  9,  1616;  Richard,  January  5,  1621;  and 
Andrew,  December  5,  1622.  Another  son,  James, 
ran  away  to  sea  and  was  never  again  heard  of. 
Two  others,  William  and  Benjamin,  came  to  Am- 
erica in  1620.  An  old  Bible  is  now  treasured  as 
an  heirloom  by  the  descendants  of  William  Carr. 
It  was  printed  in  London  in  1585,  and  on  the  first 
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blank  page  is  written,  in  a woman's  hand : “My 

name  was  Susan  Rothchild.  1 was  born  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  A.  D. 
May  16,  1619.“ 

II.  Gov.  Caleb  Carr,  through  whom  is  contin- 
ued the  line  of  descent  in  which  we  are  now  interest- 
ed sailed  from  London  on  May  9,  1635,  with  his 
brother  Robert,  in  the  vessel  “Elizabeth  Ann.” 
After  spending  some  time  in  prospecting  they  lo- 
cated at  Newport,  R.  L,  in  1640,  and  for  many 
years  Caleb  Carr  was  a leading  man  of  that  Colony. 
He  not  only  acquired  considerable  property,  but  he 
held  numerous  offices  of  public  trust  and  honor. 
From  May  21,  1661,  to  May  22,  1662,  he  was  gen- 
eral treasurer  of  the  Colony,  and  in  1687-88  he 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  general 
quarterly  session  and  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas.  In  1695  he  became  governor  of  the  Colony, 
and  this  office  he  was  holding  at  the' time  of  his 
death,  on  December  17,  1695,  from  drowning. 
In  religious  belief  he  was  a Friend,  or  Quaker. 
His  first  wife,  Mercy  (Vaughan),  died  September 
21,  1675,  and'  he  afterward  married  Mrs.  Sarah 
Clarke  Pinner,  a widow,  who  was  born  in  1651, 
and  died  in  1706.  She  was  a daughter  of  'Jeremiah 
Clarke,  and  a sister  of  Gov.  Walter  Clarke. 

III.  James  Carr,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent, was  born  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1680. 

IV.  Caleb  Carr,  son  of  James  (III),  was 
born  at  Newport,  and  in  1746  settled  at  Little  Egg 
Harbor.  Later  he  removed  to  Manahawkin,  N.  J., 
where  he  died  leaving  several  children. 

V.  James  Carr,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  about  1735, 
and  in  1759  was  married  at  Manahawkin,  N.  J. 
He  afterward  settled  at  Alt.  Holly,  New  Tersey. 

VI.  James  Carr,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  July  12,  1760,  at  Mt.  Holly,  N.'  J.,  and 
in  1807  removed  to  this  section,  locating  at  Canaan, 
Wayne  county.  He  followed  farming  there  until 
his  death,  on  June  10,  1811.  He  was  married  in 
his  native  town  to  Esther  Varnell,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  locality,  March  15,  1769,  and  died  at 
Iionesdale,  June  4,  1854.  Their  children  were 
Thomas,  born  about  1792;  Edward,  born  February 
4,  1794;  John,  born  September  12,  1796;  Nancy, 
born  January  19,  1708:  Sylvia,  born  July  28,  1801  ; 
Mary,  born  August  28,  1803 ; James,  born  about 
1805;  and  Erastus,  born  September  28,  1811. 

VII.  Edward  Carr,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  February  4,  1794,  at  Burlington,  N.  J.,  and, 
having  accompanied  his  parents  to  Wayne  county, 
engaged  in  earlv  manhood  in  farming  in  Canaan 
township.  In  1845  lie  removed  to  Wavmart,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  December,  1870,  his  remains 
being  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  that  place.  He 
was  noted  for  his  generosity,  being  held  in  high 
esteem  among  all  classes  in  the  community.  On 
Tune  13,  1812,  he  was  married  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, to  Miss  Phoebe  Laport,  who  died  Novem- 
ber 7,  1823.  On  August  3,  1824,  he  married  Miss 
Caroline  Hudson,  who  was  born  April  26,  1805,  at 
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Goshen,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  Wavmart,  August  28, 
1887.  By  the  first  marriage  he  had  four  children: 
Maria,  born  August  11,  1813,  died  November  18, 
1823.  Reuben,  born  November  29,  1815,  was 
formerly  engaged  in  railroad  business,  and  is  now 
living  in  retirement  in  Dunmore,  Penn. ; Charles 
W.,  born  February  3,  1817,  was  a merchant  at 
Pittston,  Penn.,  until  his  death,  in  1893 ; Cyprian, 
born  April  6,  1819,  was  engaged  in  railroad  busi- 
ness, and  died  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  in  1887.  Our 
subject  was  the  first  of  eight  children  born  to  the 
second  union.  Of  the  others,  Amanda  M.,  born 
July  20,  1829,  married  Oran  Ensign,  now  de- 
ceased, and  her  death  occurred  in  November,  1885; 
Randall  W.,  born  February  7,  1831,  is  a merchant 
at  Prompton;  Esther  A.,  born  April  26,  1832,  died 
December  7,  1833;  Oscar  H.,  born  October  29, 
1835,  settled  at  Paxton,  111.,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  on  March  5,  1893,  held  the  offices  of  town 
clerk  and  city  treasurer ; Philander,  born  November 
10,  1837,  died  March  22,  1838;  Mary  A.,  born  May 
22,  1840,  died  June  15,  1843;  Walter  E.,  born  De- 
cember 27,  1843,  resides  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and 
is  in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Coal 
Company. 

VIII.  Judge  Carr  was  born  June  25,  1827, 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  during  his  boyhood  had  the  advan- 
tage of  life  upon  a farm,  his  education  being  ob- 
tained in  the  local  schools.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  began  clerking  for  Dimock  & Carr  in  their 
store  at  Canaan  Corners,  and  later  he  taught  school 
for  a time.  In  1846  he  went  to  Waymart,  to  clerk 
for  his  brother,  whom  he  finally  succeeded  in  busi- 
ness, and  for  many  years  he  was  a leading  merchant 
of  that  place.  From  his  youth  he  has  taken  keen 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  his  ability  brought 
him  into  prominence  at  an  early  age.  For  twenty 
years  (from  i860  to  1880)  he  was  postmaster  at 
Waymart,  and  in  1887  he  was  elected  prothonotary 
and  clerk  of  courts  of  Wayne  county,  his  efficiency 
and  fidelity  so  impressing  the  people  that  he  was 
again  chosen  to  that  office  in  1890.  In  the  fall  of 
1894  he  was  elected  associate  judge  of  his  county, 
a position  for  which  he  is  eminently  qualified.  In 
1887  he  removed  to  Honesdale,  in  the  spring  of 
1895,  however,  returning  to  Waymart,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  socially  he  and  his  family  are  identi- 
fied with  the  best  circles  in  this  section.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  since  1856,  and 
in  1857  he  united  at  Waymart  with  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  third 
degree. 

On  April  26,  1855,  Mr.  Carr  was  married,  at 
Waymart,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Bosworth,  a Presbyterian 
minister,  to  Miss  Helen  Augusta  Corey,  who  was 
born  January  22,  1832,  near  Newburgh,  N.  Y., 
daughter  of  John  Corey,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.  She  died  July  20,  1868,  at 
Wavmart,  and  her  mortal  remains  now  rest  in  the 
cemetery  there.  On  March  12,  1879,  Judge  Carr 
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married  Mrs.  Eliza  (Goodnough)  Boyd,  a de- 
scendant of  a well-known  New  England  family. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  two  sons:  William 
L.,  born  April  14,  1856,  married  Emma  Yeager, 
and  now  resides  at  Peckville,  Penn.,  being  manager 
of  the  Peckville  Store  Co. ; and  Ambrose  E.,  born 
April  26,  1863,  died  July  19,  1885.  By  the  second 
union  there  is  one  son,  Oscar  F.,  born  December 
27,  1881. 

Mrs.  Carr  was  born  April  2,  1850,  in  Oregon 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  was  married 
(first)  m 1868  to  John  M.  Boyd,  who  died  March 
1,  1876,  leaving-  two  sons;  (1)  Charles  B.  Boyd, 
born  July  27,  1872,  married  Sarah  Prouty,  October 
18,  1893,  and  has  one  daughter  Gladys;  he  resides 
in  Honesdale,  where  he  is  employed  in  a shoe 
factory.  (2)  John  T.  Boyd  born  May  25,  1875. 
married,  on  October  14,  1897,  Flora  Smith,  of 
Honesdale ; he,  too,  is  employed  in  a shoe,  factory. 
John  M.  Boyd,  the  father,  served  in  the  Civil  war 
as  a member  of  Company  C,  67th  P.  V.  I.  He 
is  buried  at  Warren,  Penn.  Mrs.  Carr's  parents, 
Truman  and  Hannah  (Torrey)  Goodnough,  were 
natives  of  Connecticut,  and  came  at  an  early  day  to 
Wayne  county,  where  they  made  their  permanent 
home,  clearing  and  improving  the  wild  land.  They 
had  the  following  children:  Lucian  H.,  born  June 
16,  1833,  now  a Baptist  minister ; Lowell,  born 
August  13,  1838;  Linus,  born  January  3,  1841; 
Emily  T.  (Mrs.  James  Davey),  born  September 
22,  1843,  died  October  23,  1885;  Eunice,  born  June 
10,  1847,  died  January  3,  1858;  Eliza,  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  C.  Lotta,  born  April  13,  1853,  who 
married  Walter  Corey,  of  Waymart.  Lucian, 
Lowell  and  Linus  served  in  the  Union  army.  The 
father  died  November  6,  1887,  aged  eighty  years, 
eight  months  and  six  days,  the  mother  on  No- 
vember 9,  1887,  aged  seventy-six  years,  four 

months  and  twenty-six  days.  They  had  been  mar- 
ried fifty-seven  years,  and  had  lived  in  the  home 
where  the}-  died  for  over  forty  years.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Plonesdale  Baptist  Church.  In 
politics  he  was  a Republican. 

A.  V.  JERAULD,  now  a prominent  farmer  of 
Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  has  attained 
his  standing  as  a farmer  and  come  into  possession 
of  the  fertile  acres  which  he  cultivates  largely  by  his 
own  efforts.  He  is  distinctly  a self-made  man.  The 
strength  of  character  he  has  developed  in  winning 
his  way  in  life  marks  him  as  one  of  the  solid  and  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  township.  The  family  is  of 
French  extraction. 

Dupree  Jerauld,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  migrated  from  France,  nis  native  land,  to 
America.  His  son,  James  Jerauld,  the  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  February  13,  1745, 
and  lived  in  Rhode  Island,  where,  being  possessed 
of  considerable  ability,  he  became  a man  of  prom- 
inence. He  was  a school  teacher,  and  for  many  years 
served  as  a justice  of  the  peace,  his  commission  to 
that  office  reading  as  follows  : 


By  his  Excellency,  Arthur  Fenner,  Esquire, Gov- 
ernor, Captain-General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
and  over  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  to  James  Jerauld,  Esq.,  Greeting: 
You,  the  said  James  Jerauld  being  chosen  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  said  State  to  the  place  and 
office  of  a justice  of  the  peace  in  the  Town  of  War- 
wick in  the  County  of  Kent,  in  the  said  State,  are 
hereby  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
the  said  State,  commissioned,  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  do  all  things  by  law  required  and  appointed 
throughout  your  township,  in  Civil  cases ; and  also 
to  do  all  things  required  of  you  by  law  in  criminal 
cases,  both  in  the  courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  and  out  of  the  same  that  justice  may  be  duly 
administered  : and  for  your  so  doing,  this  commission 
shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant  and  discharge. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  said 
State,  the  thirteenth  day  of  September  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand,  Seven  Hundred  and 
Ninety,  and  in  the  Fifteenth  year  of  independence. 

By  his  Excellency’s  command, 
Henry  Ward,  Sec.’y.  A.  Fenner. 

Mr.  Jerrauld  was  twice  married,  and  by  his 
second  wife,  Eleanor  (Steadman)  Jerauld,  who> 
was  born  June  4,  1771,  he  had  two  children:  Ray 
G.,  our  subject's  father;  and  Phoebe  S.,  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1805,  who  died  in  Luzerne  county,  June 
22,  1838.  The  father  died  April  22,  1827,  the  moth- 
er August  31,  1851. 

Ray  G.  Jerauld,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Rhode  Island  August  20,  1803.  There  he 
married  Dorcas  Remington,  who  was  born  March 
9,  1807,  daughter  of  Holden  and  Dorcas  Reming- 
ton, the  former  born  June  17,  1766,  died  August 
29,  1854;  the  latter  born  April  21,  1766,  died  July 
13,  1852.  After  his  marriage  Ray  G.  Jerauld  moved 
from  Rhode  Island  to  Pennsylvania  on  April  13, 
1837,  locating  in  Luzerne  county,  where  he  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers.  He  purchased  a tract  of  fifty 
acres,  then  almost  a wilderness,  in  the  present  bor- 
ough of  La  Plume,  Lackawanna  county,  cleared 
up  the  land,  and  on  April  28,  1868,  removed  to  Len- 
ox township,  Susquehanna  county,  purchasing  one 
hundred  acres  of  improved  land,  where  he  lived  un- 
til his  death,  in  October,  1881,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  His  wife  died  December  12,  1882,  aged 
seventy-five  years,  nine . months  and  three  days. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Angeline  L.,  who 
married  Zina  Bailey,  of  Lenox  township,  and  died 
January  5,  1870;  James  H.,  a blacksmith  of  Rhode 
Island ; Harriet  Z.,  widow  of  Elvin  Patrick,  of  New 
York ; Sarah  L.,  wife  of  S.  Wescott,  of  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; Margaret  P.,  widow  of 
Charles  A.  Howe,  of  LaPlume ; Geo'rge  R.,  of  Len- 
ox township;  A.  V.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
Elva  A.,  wife  of  Frank  Tiffany,  of  Dalton. 

A.  V.  Jerauld  was  born  in  Abington  township, 
Luzerne  county,  June  30,  1844.  He  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  attended  the  district  schools,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years  began  farm  and  lumber  work.  On 
March  10,  1865,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  52nd 
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Regiment,  Penn.  A'.  I.,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the 
war.  In  the  fall  of  1865  he  purchased  fifty  acres 
of  land  in  Lenox  township,  without  a building  of 
any  kind,  and  on  April  10,  1866,  he  rented  a house 
near  by,  while  his  own  residence  was  being  erect- 
ed. He  removed  into  his  new  home  the  following 
Christmas  and  continued  to  live  there  until  1891, 
when  he  rented  the  farm  to  his  son  Orrie.  In  No- 
vember, 1892,  he  moved  to  Scranton,  where  he  had 
already  commenced  work  as  a carpenter,  engaging 
in  that  occupation  for  three  years.  While  occupied 
only  with  the  cultivation  of  his  first  purchase  Mr. 
Jerauld  worked  also  at  blacksmithing  for  his  neigh- 
bors, but  after  adding  to  his  possessions  he  had 
enough  to  do  to  look  after  his  own  work. 

Mr.  Jerauld  was  married  in  Luzerne  county, 
September  13,  1863,  to  Ruth  A.  Howe,  daughter  of 
Palmer  and  Julia  (Weed)  Howe,  who  were  of 
English  extraction.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have 
been  born  three  sons : Orrie  E.,  a farmer  and  huck- 
ster of  Lenox  township;  Willie  R.,  a farmer  of  Len- 
ox township;  and  Lynn  W.,  at  his  father's  home. 
They  have  also  had  an  adopted  daughter,  Mabel 
Smalley,  now  the  wife  of  Bert  Stevens,  of  Nichol- 
son, Penn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerauld  and  their  chil- 
dren are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Nicholson,  of  which  Mr.  Jerauld  is  an  elder;  for 
many  years  he  was  also  a worker  in  the  Sabbath- 
school,  serving  as  teacher  and  superintendent.  He 
was  a charter  member  and  first  Master  of  the  Glen- 
wood  Grange.  In  politics  he  was  formerly  a Re- 
publican, but  is  now  an  advocate  of  Prohibition 
principles.  For  six  years  he  has  served  as  school 
director,  and  for  three  years  as  supervisor,  besides 
filling  other  local  offices.  He  is  progressive  and  en- 
ergetic, and  possesses  the  high  esteem  of  a wide 
circle  of  acquaintances. 

ABRAM  J.  WALKER.  Among  the  first  to 
respond  to  the  call  for  soldiers  in  1861  was  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  now  a leading  resident  of  Harm- 
ony township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  his  experi- 
ences if  fully  described  would  make  a most  interest- 
ing chapter  in  the  history  of  the  war.  As  a citizen 
he  has  show  his  public  spirit  in  many  ways,  and  his 
thrift  and  enterprise  in  his  business  lines  have  won 
him  an  enviable  standing. 

Mr.  Walker  was  born  July  17,  1833,  in  the 
town  of  Sanford,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Capt. 
William  and  Debby  (Monroe)  Walker.  As  he 
was  but  four  years  old  when  his  father  died  he 
knows  but  little  concerning  his  paternal  ancestry, 
but  it  is  supposed  that  the  family  settled  in  north- 
eastern New  York  at  an  early  day.  Capt.  William 
Walker  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  followed  the 
sea  for  some  years  in  early  manhood,  being  captain 
of  a vessel  on  the  English  coast  at  one  time.  He 
was  married  in  Delaware  county,  N.  \ .,  and  for 
some  time  was  engaged  in  lumbering  on  the  Dela- 
ware river,  running  rafts  to  the  Philadelphia  mar- 
kets. His  last  years  were  spent  at  his  homestead  in 
Sanford,  where  he  was  a pioneer  settler,  and  his 


death  occurred  May  30,  1837.  His  estimable  wife, 
who  died  April  10,  1877,  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk,  and  her  father, 
Col.  Alexander  Monroe,  was  an  officer  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary army  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Yorktown.  Our  subject  was  one  of  a family  of 
thirteen  children,  five  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Of 
the  others,  (1)  Henry  was  born  in  Broome  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  is  now  a lumberman  in  Clearfield 
county,  Penn.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as 
a soldier  in  the  5th  P.  V.  I.,  the  famous  “Bucktail" 
regiment.  He  was  married,  in  Tioga  county,  Penn., 
to  Miss  Maggie  Seward,  and  has  one  child.  (2) 
Emma,  born  in  Broome  county,  married  William 
Ticknor,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  settled  in  Harmony 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  she  died 
July  7,  1879,  leaving  ■ five  children,  Frederick, 

George  (who  was  killed  at  Roundtop,  during  the 
Civil  war),  William  (who  died  in  1864),  Josephine 
(the  wife  of  Walter  Stephens,  of  Susquehanna 
county),  and  Libbie  (now  the  wife  of  William 
Celia).  Amanda  married  Limon  Lewis,  who 
died  at  Starrucca,  and  she  now  resides  in  Susque- 
hanna with  her  five  children,  three  daughters  and 
two  sons.  (4)  Adaline  married  Abram  Hewit,  who 
died  in  California,  where  his  widow  and  son  John 
still  reside.  (5)  Eunice,  born  May  4,  1830,  married 
William  Prentice,  of  Susquehanna,  and  their  chil- 
dren are  Frank  E.,  born  August  25,  1854;  Charles 
L.,  October  25,  1856;  Will,  February  4,  1859; 
George  E.  March  3,  1861;  Alary  E.,  January  15, 
1863 ; Lorin,  April  30,  1865 ; Rosetta,  November 
17,  1867;  and  John  F.,  September  5,  1869.  (6)L.  W., 
born  in  Broome  county  May  10,  1831,  married  and 
settled  in  Tioga  county,  where  he  follows  farming. 
He  has  a family  of  four  children,  William,  Francis, 
Dellia  and  Richard.  (7)  Sara  Wiley,  married 
Squire  Walker,  and  now  resides  at  Cooperstown, 
New  York. 

Soon  after  his  father's  death  our  subject  was 
placed  with  a family  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  reared,  his  education  being  obtained 
in  the  local  schools.  As  a young  man  he  learned 
the  mason's  trade  with  David  Allen,  of  Deposit,  N. 
Y.,  and  for  some  years  he  was  employed  there. 
On  January  1,  1856,  he  married  Miss  Susan  Finch, 
of  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Cath- 
erine Finch, and  a member  of  a well-known  family 
of  Prattsville,  N.  Y.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Walk- 
er settled  at  Brandt,  Susquehanna  county,  and  fol- 
lowed his  trade  until  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  27th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  being  mustered  in  at 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  assigned  to  the  1st  Brigade,  6th 
Corps.  He  took  part  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  was  in  the  cam- 
paign on  the  Peninsula,  and  the  engagement  at 
Williamsburg.  During  the  battle  at  White  House 
Landing  he  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  on  re- 
covering rejoined  his  regiment  in  time  to  take  part 
in  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  and  the  campaign  in 
front  of  Richmond  in  1862.  At  the  engagements 
at  Gaines  Mill  and  Savage  Station  his  regiment  lost 
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heavily  and  during  the  march  to  Harrison’s  Land- 
ing, which  followed,  they  met  the  enemy  at  White 
Oak  Swamp  and  narrowly  escaped  capture.  Then 
came  Malvern  Hill,  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
Chantilly,  where  Gen.  Kearney  was  killed,  the 
regiment  following  the  retreating  Rebels  thence 
to  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain.  The  next  battle  was  at 
South  Mountain,  where  the  losses  on  both  sides 
were  very  heavy,  but  although  five  balls  pierced 
our  subject’s  overcoat,  he  was  not  injured.  His 
regiment  again  suffered  severe  losses  at  Ant'ietam 
and  the  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  and  later 
was  with  Burnside  in  the  historic  march  to  White 
Oak  Church,  characterized  by  the  soldiers  at  the 
“Stick-in-the-mud”  campaign. 

During  this  time  our  subject’s  term  expired,  but 
he  remained  with  the  regiment,  then  under  command 
of  Gen.  Brooks,  and  after  joining  Bartlett’s  forces 
they  marched  to  Fredericksburg,  taking  three  lines 
of  Rebel  fortifications  while  on  the  journey.  At 
Fredericksburg  the  5th  and  6th  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ments distinguished  themselves  by  their  bravery, 
and  soon  afterward  they  were  sent  back  to  Elmira, 
by  way  of  Washington,  and  mustered  out  of  the 
service.  Our  subject  then  re-enlisted,  in  Company 
H,  1st  N.  Y.  Vet.  Cav.,  joining  Sheridan’s  com- 
mand, and  was  sent  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  on 
a scouting  expedition  against  the  guerrillas  under 
Mosby  and  Morgan.  In  the  battles  at  Woodstock, 
Cedar  Run  and  Piedmont  they  won  decisive  vic- 
tories, and  afterward  they  marched  to  the  Kanawha 
Afalley,  where  they  were  on  garrison  duty  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  in  July,  1865. 

After  his  return  home  our  subject  engaged  in 
lumbering,  and  purchased  a tract  of  timber  land  in 
Lanesboro.  In  1879  he  bought  his  present  home- 
stead, which  he  has  improved  from  time  to  time. 
The  attractive  residence  which  he  built  was  burned 
in  1889,  and  has  since  been  replaced  by  a fine  modern 
building.  In  politics  Mr.  Walker  is  a steadfast  Re- 
publican, and  his  continued  interest  in  military  mat- 
ters is  shown  by  his  active  work  as  a member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  at  Lanesboro.  In  religion  he.  inclines 
to  the  Methodist  faith,  his  parents  having  been 
earnest  and  devout  members  of  that  Church,  and 
the  family  is  much  esteemed  socially.  His  three 
daughters  are  all  married.  ( 1 ) Debby,  born  at 
Brandt  and  educated  at  Lanesboro,  is  now  the  wife 
of  L.  D.  Westbrook,  formerly  of  Susquehanna 
county,  and  now  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
For  a number  of  years  he  was  foreman  in  a brush 
factory,  and  at  present  he  is  a clerk  in  a wholesale 
grocery  store.  They  have  one  daughter,  Ida.  (2) 
Frances,  born  at  Brandt,  married  William  West- 
brook, a lumberman  in  Susquehanna,  and  has  four 
daughters,  Angie  M.,  Lulu  W.,  Eva  F.  and  Susie 
May.  (3)  Ida,  born  at  Lanesboro.  November  13, 
1869,  married  Silas  W.  Young,  of  Lanesboro,  and 
they  now  reside  at  the  Walker  homestead.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  had  two  sons,  both  of  whom 
were  drowned.  Ira  A.,  born  December  7,  i860, 
was  drowned  when  four  years  of  age,  while  Mr. 


Walker  was  in  the  army.  William  T.,  born  June 
4,  1864,  was  drowned  when  nine  years  old,  in  Barnes 
Reservoir,  in  company  with  Edwin  Whitney,  a 
young  boy  from  New  York  City. 

EDGAR  J.  LINDSEY,  an  active  and  enter- 
prising farmer  residing  in  Franklin  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  an  honored  veteran  of  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  bearing  an  honorable  record  for 
brave  service  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  union, 
and  in  the  paths  of  peace  he  has  also  won  an  envi- 
able reputation  through  the  sterling  qualities  which 
go  to  the  making  of  a good  citizen. 

Mr.  Lindsey  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  June  13,  1833,  a son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Tewksberry)  Lindsey,  the  former  a 
native  of  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  the  latter  of  Susquehanna 
county.  The  paternal  grandparents,  Amhurst  and 
Betsy  (Eastman)  Lindsey,  were  natives  of  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland,  and  Vermont,  respectively,  and 
were  among  the  pioneers  of  Susquehanna  county, 
settling  in  Bridgewater  township  when  this  region 
was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness.  After  building 
a cabin  in  the  woods,  the  grandfather  returned  to 
the  Green  Mountain  State  for  his  family.  Here  he 
operated  a sawmill,  engaged  in  blacksmithing  and 
farming,  and  was  quite  prominently  identified  with 
the  early  development  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
ty. He  died  in  1850,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  his 
wife  in  1843,  and  both  were  buried  in  Montrose 
cemetery.  Their  children  were  Polly  (wife  of 
Israel  Gregory),  Betsie  (wife  of  Israel  Reynolds), 
Laura  (wife  of  John  Reynolds),  Myron,  John  (fa- 
ther of  our  subject),  Lyman,  Benjamin,  Amhurst, 
William,  Samuel,  Mason,  and  George.  Of  these 
Benjamin  is  now  the  only  survivor.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  Thomas  and  Clarrisa 
Tewksberry,  were  natives  of  Vermont,  and  were 
also  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna  county,  where 
the  former  followed  shoemaking.  Their  children 
were  Lydia,  wife  of  (first)  Christopher  Penny,  and 
(second)  John  Gause  ; Mary,  mother  of  our  subject ; 
Matilda,  wife  of  Elilm  Smith ; Sarah,  wife  of  Stan- 
ley Behman ; Jane,  wife  of  Joel  Jones;  Charles; 
Francis;  William;  and  Martin  and  Maria,  twins. 
All  are  now  deceased. 

John  Lindsey,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a mere 
boy  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  in  Bridgewater  township  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  continued  to  make  his  home  through- 
out life,  his  time  and  attention  being  devoted  to  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  He  died  in  January,  1888, 
aged  seventy-nine  years,  the  mother  in  1847,  aged 
thirty-eight  years,  and  they  were  buried  in  the  cem- 
eteries at  Hallstead  and  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna 
county,  respectively.  Both  were  faithful  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics 
the  father  was  first  a Democrat  and  later  a Repub- 
lican. Their  children  were  as  follows:  Edgar  J., 

our  subject;  Mary  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years  ; Adeline,  widow  of  Eliphalet  Gardner,  and  a 
resident  of  Factoryville,  Penn.;  Alonzo,  deceased; 
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Francis,  a blacksmith  of  Lathrop  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county;  Henry,  a farmer  of  the  same 
township;  Mary,  widow  of  Francis  Hawley,  and  a 
resident  of  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county;  and 
Sarah,  who  died  young. 

Until  his  marriage  Edgar  J.  Lindsey  remained 
with  his  parents.  In  Lathrop  township,  in  April, 
1858,  he  wedded  Miss  Minerva  Marcy,  a daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  Marcy,  agriculturists  of  Wyo- 
ming county,  Penn.  She  died  August  4,  i860,'  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  and  was  buried  at 
Harford,  Susquehanna  county.  Mr.  Lindsey  was 
again  married,  November  29,  1868,  in  Franklin 
township,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Luran- 
da  Hewett.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Rev. 
Joseph  Chidester,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister. 
To  this  union  came  one  daughter,  Gertrude,  born 
June  1,  1871,  now  the  wife 'of  John  Werner,  a mer- 
chant of  New  Milford,  Penn.  On  March  5,  1899, 
our  subject  adopted  Elsie  Sphar,  six  years  old,  of 
Susquehanna,  giving  her  his  name,  and  intends  to 
rear  her  as  his  own  daughter. 

Mrs.  Lindsey  was  born  in  New  Milford  and 
is  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Minerva  (Howe) 
Hewett,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Susquehanna 
county.  The  father,  who  was  a laborer,  died  No- 
vember 25,  1894,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and  the 
mother  January  25,  1893,  aged  seventy-seven  vears, 
and  their  remains  were  interred  in  New  Milford 
cemetery.  The  mother  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  political  sentiment 
Mr.  Hewett  was  a Democrat.  The  children  born  to 
them  were  Zolman  and  Clarissa,  who  died  young; 
Luranda,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Mary,  wife  of 
Lewman  Brown,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  For  his  first 
wife  the  father  married  Lucy  Peck,  who  died 
in  1847,  leaving  one  daughter,  Clarissa  J. ; she  be- 
came the  wife  of  Emory  Mudge,  and  died  in  1872. 
Mrs.  Lindsey’s  paternal  grandparents,  Marble  and 
Clarissa  (Bowers)  Hewett,  were  natives  of  Onon- 
daga county,  N.  Y.,  and  early  settlers  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  the  former  followed  farming. 
He  died  March  11,  1826,  and  his  wife  departed  this 
life  December  10,  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six, 
both  being  laid  to  rest  in  New  Milford  cemetery. 
Their  children  were  Charles,  Sollman,  Anna  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years),  and  George,  all 
of  whom  have  passed  away.  Mrs.  Lindsey's  mater- 
nal grandparents,  Peter  and  Mary  (Blowers)  Howe, 
were  natives  of  Tioga  and  Susquehanna  counties, 
Penn.,  respectivelv,  and  were  pioneers  of  Bradford 
county,  where  the  former  died  in  1864,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight  years  and  six  months,  the  latter 
in  1859,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years  and  six 
months,  their  remains  being  interred  at  Wysox, 
Penn.  In  their  family  were  seven  children,  name- 
ly: Minerva,  mother  of  Mrs.  Lindsey;  Maria,  wife 
of  Eli  Goddart ; Sheppard  ; Amaria  : Margaret,  wife 
of  Lee  Wood;  Martha,  wife  of  Stephen  Slate;  and 
Henry,  all  deceased. 

For  eight  years  after  leaving  the  home  farm 
Mr.  Lindsev  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware 


& Lackawanna  Railroad  Co.  At  first  he  engaged 
in  teaming  with  four  horses,  and  on  the  completion 
of  the  road  secured  the  position  of  brakeman,  which 
he  held  for  six  months,  later  serving  as  fireman  on 
the  road  until  ill  health  forced  his  retirement  from 
that  business.  Subsequently  he  operated  a steam 
sawmill  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  and  was  em- 
ployed as  engineer  at  different  places  for  ten  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  home,  and  after 
working  for  his  father  for  a year  located  in  Frank- 
lin township,  where  at  different  times  he  has  owned 
three  farms,  but  has  made  his  home  uninterrupt- 
edly upon  his  present  place  since  March,  1870,  and 
has  met  with  well-deserved  success  in  his  farming 
operations. 

On  August  4,  1862,  in  Bailey  Hollow,  Penn., 
Mr.  Lindsey  enlisted  in  Company  B,  143rd  P.  V. 
I.,  which  was  first  assigned  to  the  2nd  Brigade,  3rd 
Division,  1st  Corps,  but  later  was  transferred  to  the 
1st  Brigade,  1st  Division,  5th  Corps.  During  the 
winter  of  1862-63  he  was  detailed  as  clerk  in  the 
commissary  department  at  Fort  Slocum,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  where  he  remained  four  months,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1864  was  detailed  as  teamster  at  brigade 
headquarters  in  front  of  Petersburg',  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  the  same  length  of  time.  With  his  reg- 
iment he  took  an  active  part  in  the  battles  of  Get- 
tysburg, Warrington,  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
North  Anna  River,  Potomac  River,  Cold  Harbor, 
Weldon  Railroad,  Hatcher's  Run,  and  the  siege  of 
Petersburg.  At  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  1, 1863, 
he  was  wounded  by  a gun-shot  in  the  left  leg ; and  at 
Fort  Helena,  June  30,  1864,  he  almost  miraculously 
escaped  death,  a solid  shot  scratching  his  face,  and 
tearing  away  a part  of  his  coat  collar,  canteen  and 
haversack.  In  February,  1863,  he  was  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Aqua  Creek,  where  he  was  confined  for 
two  months  with  typhoid  fever.  At  length  hostil- 
ities ceased,  and  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Harts  Island,  N.  Y.,  in  July,  1865,  returning  home 
with  a war  record  of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud. 
His  brother  Henry  was  also  in  the  Union  service, 
as  a member  of  Company  D,  50th  P.  V.  I.,  and  was 
seriously  wounded  in  the  knee.  Our  subject  is  now 
an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at 
New  Milford,  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  for  three  years  served  as  pathmas- 
ter  in  his  township.  He  is  a true  and  earnest  Chris- 
tian gentleman,  and  was  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  in  Harford  for  forty  vears, 
he  and  his  wife  in  1896  uniting  with  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  L’psonville,  of  which  they  are 
active  members,  holding  honored  positions  in 
Church  work. 

WILLIAM  TAYLOR.  Prominent  among 
the  most  active  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Great 
Bend  township.  Susquehanna  county,  is  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  this  review.  His  rep- 
utation for  integrity  and  industry  is  second  to  none 
in  the  county,  and  he  is  both  widely  and  favorably 
known. 
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Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  the  town  of  New  Mil- 
ford, in  January,  1842,  and  is  a son  of  Solomon  and 
Margaret  (Fulton)  Taylor,  the  former  born  in  Wil- 
mington, Conn.,  December  9,  1799,  the  latter  in 
Nicholson,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  in  March,  1800. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  David  Taylor,  was  a 
native  of  England,  and  came  to  this  country  about 
1777,  when  a boy,  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
locating  in  Wilmington,  Connecticut,  where  he 
married  and  reared  his  family.  He  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  in  1809.  He  had  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom:  (1)  Amos  married  and  located 

in  South  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
owned  a large  amount  of  land  and  followed  farm- 
ing. (2)  William  settled  on  the  old  homestead 
near  Hickory  Grove  after  his  marriage,  and  there 
reared  his  family,  which  consisted  of  nine  children, 
Jacob,  Hannah,  two  daughters  both  of  whom  mar- 
ried men  by  the  name  of  Thomas,  Jonathan,  Jonas, 
Daniel,  Elizabeth,  and  David  (who  was  county 
sheriff  for  three  years  and  deputy  sheriff  for  years). 

(3)  Thomas  married  and  located  in  Great  Bend 
township,  where  he  died. 

Upon  the  home  farm  in  Hickory  Grove  Solo- 
mon Taylor  grew  to  manhood,  and,  as  there  were 
no  district  schools  at  that  time,  his  early  educa- 
tional privileges  were  meager,  and  he  was  almost 
wholly  self-educated.  He  was  a good  musician, 
and  taught  vocal  music  for  many  years.  After  his 
marriage,  he  purchased  a farm  near  Hickory  Grove, 
on  the  Susquehanna  river,  living  there  until  1836, 
when  he  sold  the  place  and  bought  another  farm  at 
Egypt,  Great  Bend  township.  There  he  died  in  July, 
1875,  and  his  wife  in  September,  1887.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  Hickory  Grove,  in  1822,  first  married 
Charles  Peacher,  a stonemason  of  Susquehanna, 
and  after  his  death  wedded  Benjamin  Bencraft,  of 
Schuyler  county,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died  in  1868, 
leaving  no  children.  (2)  Henry,  born  in  1824, 
married  Julia  Towner,  of  New  Milford,  by  whom  he 
has  several  children,  and  they  reside  in  Oakland 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  (3)  Catherine, 
born  in  Hickory  Grove,  in  1826,  is  the  wife  of 
George  Chappel,  of  Schuyler  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  three  children,  John,  Nellie  and  Edward. 

(4)  Robert,  born  in  Great  Bend  township,  in  1828, 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  enlisted,  at  Union  City,  Ind.,  in  an  Indiana 
regiment,  and  served  throughout  the  struggle,  tak- 
ing part  in  many  battles,  and  being  wounded  two 
or  three  times.  When  a young  man  he  entered  the 
regular  army,  in  which  he  served  until  the  Rebel- 
lion. After  the  war  he  married  and  located  at 
Union  City,  Ind.,  where  his  wife  died,  and  he  subse- 
quently married  a lady  of  Watkins,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
now  resides.  He  has  no  children.  (5)  Rachel, 
born  in  Hickory  Grove  in  1830,  married  John  Well- 
man, of  New  Milford,  and  first  located  in  Lanes- 
boro,  Susquehanna  county,  thence  removing  to  Illi- 
nois, where  he  left  his  wife  and  family  while  he 
went  to  California  during  the  gold  excitement.  He 


became  quite  wealthy,  and  the  family  removed  to 
San  Francisco,  where  he  erected  a large  hotel, 
known  as  the  “Wellman  House,”  which  he  con- 
ducted for  twenty  years.  He  died  in  that  city, 
leaving  a wife  and  five  children.  The  former  is 
now  a resident  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  where  her  son 
and  son-in-law  are  engaged  in  the  banking  busi- 
ness. (6)  Margaret,  born  in  Hickory  Grove,  in 
1832,  is  the  wife  of  David  Hurley,  of  Watkins,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  business  for  sixty  years  as 
a butcher  and  large  stock  dealer.  They  have  two 
children,  Minerva,  wife  of  William  Brightman; 
and  Edwin,  a butcher  of  New  York  State.  (7) 
Caroline,  born  in  1836,  married  Albert  Blackington, 
of  Oakland,  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. They  had  two  sons,  William,  who  was 
killed  on  a log  train  in  Michigan ; and  Burton,  who 
is  married  and  resides  in  that  State.  (8)  William, 
our  subject,  and  (9)  John  are  twins,  born  at  East 
Lake,  New  Milford  township,  in  1842.  The  latter, 
a farmer  by  occupation,  married  Phoebe  Vanhelton, 
of  Nicholson,  Penn.,  and  resided  in  Springville, 
where  she  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Eva,  who 
married  Frank  Slater,  and  is  now  deceased.  He 
was  again  married,  in  1896,  and  now  resides  in 
Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  county.  (10)  James  C., 
born  in  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
in  1847,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  In 
the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  89th 
N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  participated  in  thirteen  battles.  At 
Antietam  he  was  seriously  wounded,  and  died  from 
the  effects  of  same  September  17,  1862.  He  was 
the  youngest  soldier  in  the  regiment,  being  only 
fifteen  when  killed. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  William  Tay- 
lor remained  upon  the  home  farm.  When  he  was 
only  twelve  years  old  his  father  was  injured  while 
logging  on  a clearing,  which  disabled  him  for  work 
of  almost  any  kind,  and  our  subject  and  his  twin 
brother  continued  the  work,  clearing  a four-acre 
tract  in  Oakland  township.  They  cut  the  logs  and 
drew  them  with  a yoke  of  oxen.  During  his 
younger  years  our  subject’s  principal  occupation 
was  that  of  lumbering,  and  on  the  East  Branch,  in 
1876,  he  cut  and  handled  13,000  railroad  ties  for 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  and  the  New 
York  & Erie  railroads. 

On  September  3,  1864,  Mr.  Taylor  enlisted  in 
the  1 6th  New  York  Light  Artillery,  under  Capt. 
R.  H.  Lee,  of  New  York,  and,  with  the  Army  of  the 
James,  was  first  engaged  in  battle  in  front  of  Rich- 
mond, on  the  New  Market  road.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  engagement  at  Dutch  Gap  and  the 
battle  of  Fort  Fisher,  in  February,  1865.  The  bat- 
tery then  boarded  a steamer  bound  for  Raleigh, 
N.  C.,  but  in  a heavy  storm  were  blown  far  out  to 
sea.  After  the  storm  subsided  they  were  chased 
by  a British  man-of-war  for  three  days,  but  finally 
reached  the  harbor  at  Morehead  City,  N.  C.,  after 
thirty-five  days  spent  upon  the  water.  As  they 
had  only  ten  days’  rations  many  of  the  men  were 
nearly  starved.  On  February  10  they  embarked 
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on  the  steamer  “Enterprise,”  at  City  Point,  for  Fort 
Fisher.  On  the  second  clay  they  left  Fortress 
Monroe  with  163  horses,  which  became  nearly 
suffocated  in  the  Hold.  Our  subject  informed  Ins 
superior  officer  of  their  condition,  and  the  com- 
manding officer  ordered  the  boat  back  to  port,  thus 
saving  a part  of  the  horses.  Mr.  Taylor  was  badly 
injured  by  a fall  through  a trap  in  the  hold.  From 
Fort  Fisher  he  went  with  his  command  to  Raleigh, 
N.  C.,  fighting  nearly  all  the  way,  a distance  of  360 
miles,  and  at  the  latter  place  they  remained  until 
after  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee.  They  then  re- 
turned to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  our  subject  was 
honorably  discharged  June  25,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Mr.  Taylor  was  married,  in  January,  1868,  to  Aliss 
Mary  F.  Schriver,  who  was  born  in  Oakland  town- 
ship, in  1850,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Gilpah 
Schriver,  prominent  people  of  that  township,  where 
she  was  educated.  They  began  their  domestic  life 
in  Great  Bend  township,  where  they  have  since  made 
their  home,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in 
Franklin  township.  In  1882  Mr.  Taylor  purchased 
the  John  Buck  farm  in  Great  Bend  township,  where 
they  lived  until  1887,  when  he  bought  their  present 
home  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  near  Hallstead. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  had  seven  children, 
namely : ( 1 ) Clara  E.,  born  in  September,  1870,  is  the 
wife  of  Ralph  Greenwood,  a farmer  of  Great  Bend 
township,  and  they  have  five  children,  Hazel,  Ar- 
thur H.,  Edna  E.,  Martha  and  Gladys.  (2)  George 
H.,  born  in  July,  1872,  married  Gertrude  Warfell, 
and  they  reside  on  his  farm  in  Great  Bend  town- 
ship. (3)  Mary  A.,  born  in  1876,  is  the  wife  of 
W.  W.  Dayton,  of  Great  Bend,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Irvin  P.,  born  October  3,  1899.  (4)  Mar- 

garet L.,  born  November  9,  1878,  is  now  a resident 
of  Montrose.  (5)  James  R.,  born  March  20,  1884, 
died  at  the  age  of  three  months  and  fifteen  days. 
(6)  Bessie  J.,  born  March  21,  1886,  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year  and  six  months.  (7)  Charles  A.,  born 
in  1891,  is  a student  in  the  home  school. 

Air.  Taylor  comes  of  Whig  stock,  and  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  and 
his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Reformed  Aleth- 
odist  Church,  to  which  their  children  also  belong, 
except  Alargaret  L.,  who  is  a member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Hallstead.  Airs.  Taylor  is  a 
zealous  Christian  worker,  and  it  was  largely 
through  her  influence  that  the  new  church  was 
built  near  their  home  in  Great  Bend  township,  and 
she  was  among  the  first  to  head  the  subscription 
list  for  its  erection.  The  congregation  now  owns, 
free  from  incumbrance,  a neat  and  well-finished 
church. 

JEROAIE  BERTHOLF,  a leading  agricult- 
urist of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  there  April  9,  1854,  and  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  its  highly-respected  families, 
being  a son  of  Henry  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Shay) 
Bertholf,  natives  of  Sussex  county,  X.  J.,  who 


came  to  Susquehanna  county  when  young,  with 
their  respective  families.  The  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, Samuel  and  Alartha  (Couse)  Bertholf,  re- 
moved from  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  to  Susquehanna 
in  1843,  an<l  located  in  Jessup  township,  where  the 
former,  who  was  quite  a prominent  business  man 
of  the  community,  carried  on  operations  as  a black- 
smith and  farmer,  and  also  operated  a gristmill. 
J he  maternal  grandparents,  Benjamin  and  Jane 
Shay,  were  the  first  New  Jersey  people  to  settle  in 
Jessup  township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  as  farming  people. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  being  one  of  the  prominent  cit- 
izens of  his  community  he  was  honored  with  a num- 
ber of  township  offices.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died 
in  Jessup  township,  the  former  June  6,  1891,  aged 
sixty-one  years,  the  latter  July  13,  1886,  aged  fifty- 
eight  years,  five  months  and  five  days,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  the  Bertholf  bury- 
ing-ground  in  that  township.  They  attended  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  were  most  highly- 
respected  people.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
Shay  B.,  who  operates  the  old  homestead  in  Jessup 
township;  Josephine,  deceased;  Samuel,  a farmer 
of  Vestal,  N.  Y. ; Jerome,  our  subject;  Edward  D., 
who  is  engaged  in  clerking  in  New  Milford,  Penn.; 
David,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years ; Elizabeth, 
who  died  young;  Afary  L.  and  Jennie  E.,  twins,,  the 
former  the  wife  of  E.  L.  Greene,  a farmer  and  car- 
penter of  Jessup  township,  the  latter  the  wife  of 
Charles  Cronk,  of  the  same  township ; Eveline,  wife 
of  Edward  L.  Jones,  a farmer  of  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county ; and  Emma,  wife  of  Denton 
Roe,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township. 

Our  subject  has  a great-aunt,  Mrs.  Caroline 
Hewitt,  who  is  also  a resident  of  Jessup  township. 
She  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  August  22, 
1823,  and  married  A.  Id.  Hewitt,  a farmer  of  Jes- 
sup township.  Her  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Perry)  Bertholf,  were  also  natives  of  Orange 
county,  of  Holland  descent.  They  spent  their  last 
days  on  a farm  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  the  father, 
who  was  born  May  13,  1779,  dying  February  8, 
1855  ; the  mother,  born  June  16,  1783,  died  March 
3,  1837,  and  both  were  buried  at  Newton,  N.  J. 
The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  are 
as  follows:  William,  January  5,  1802;  Samuel, 

February  21,  1803;  Henry  B.,  December  9,  1804; 
Hannah,  January  19,  1806;  James  P.,  October  3, 
1808;  Thomas,  July  12,  1810;  John,  July  4,  1812; 
Alarcus,  February  12,  1814;  Edward,  April  9,  1816; 
Elizabeth,  June  28,  t8i8;  Jesse,  August  9,  1820; 
Sarah,  August  20,  1822;  and  Caroline,  August  22, 
1823. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Jerome  Bertholf 
were  passed  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  marriage.  At  Alontrose,  Decem- 
ber 28,  1876,  he  wedded  Aliss  Jennie  Cronk,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Thomas  J.,  at  home.  AIts. 
Bertholf  was  born  in  Jessup  township,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Isabella  (Roberts)  Cronk, 
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natives  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  respectively.  Both  died  in 
Jessup  township,  the  father  October  2,  1891,  aged 
fifty-seven  years,  the  mother  August  24,  1894,  aged 
fifty-six  years,  and  both  were  buried  in  Fa'irdale 
cemetery.  In  early  life  he  worked  at  the  mason’s 
trade,  but  later  engaged  in  farming,  and  he  held 
a number  of  township  offices.  The  children  of  the 
family  were  Sally,  Elmira  and  William,  all  de- 
ceased; Mary  Jane,  wife  of  our  subject;  Anetta, 
wife  of  Harrison  McKeeby,  a farmer  of  Jessup 
township ; Mortimer,  a resident  of  Towanda,  Penn. ; 
and  Keron,  wife  of  Simeon  Oaks,  a farmer  of  Jes- 
sup township.  Mrs.  Bertholf’s  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  William  and  Sally  (Myers)  Cronk,  na- 
tives of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  who  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day,  and  here 
remained.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a farmer  by 
occupation  and  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  his  wife  at  the  age 
of  ninety.  The  maternal  grandparents  were  Sam- 
uel and  Sally  (Davis)  Roberts,  natives  of  Vermont, 
who  were  also  pioneers  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  from  a timbered  tract  developed  a farm  in  Jes- 
sup township,  on  which  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives. 

For  one  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Bertholf 
operated  a rented  farm  at  Fairdale,  Jessup  town- 
ship, and  for  the  same  length  of  time  rented  a 
farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. During  the  following  year  he  worked  for  a coal 
company  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  and  for  five  years 
was  employed  in  steel  works  at  Scranton,  Penn. 
Fie  then  returned  to  Jessup  township,  and  after 
renting  a farm  for  a year  purchased  105  acres, 
October  12,  1884.  This  he  has  transformed  into  his 
present  fine  farm,  in  the  operation  of  which  he  has 
met  with  excellent  success.  In  his  political  affil- 
iations he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has  ryost  accept- 
ably filled  the  positions  of  inspector  of  elections, 
supervisor  nine  years,  and  school  director  three 
terms.  He  is  enterprising  and  energetic,  and  is 
quite  a popular  citizen  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lives. 

FRED  ELBERT  MOORE.  Although  yet  a 
young  man,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  an  enterpris- 
ing farmer  of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  has  displayed  business  ability  of  a high 
order.  He  is  a son  of  the  late  Hon.  Linus  Moore,  of 
New  Milford  township,  a sketch  of  whose  interesting 
and  successful  life  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume, and  inherits  in  a large  measure  the  business 
sagacity  of  his  distinguished  father. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  6,  1871,  on 
the  farm  he  now  occupies,  where  he  remained  until 
eleven  years  of  age.  Removing  in  1884  with  his 
parents  to  Harford  village,  he  was  employed  by  his 
father  in  the  latter’s  general  store.  In  1892  our 
subject  purchased  a mercantile  business  at  Harford 
village,  which  he  successfully  conducted  for  four 
years.  He  then  operated  a steam  gristmill  at  New 


Milford  for  one  year,  disposing  of  which  property 
he  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  Mr.  Moore  quickly  perceives  a 
business  opportunity,  and  promptly  takes  advan- 
tage of  it.  This  quality  of  mind,  requiring  shrewd 
judgment  as  well  as  quick  perception,  is  illustrated 
by  one  of  his  transactions.  While  visiting  in  St. 
James,  Minn.,  he  saw  there  an  opening  for  a laun- 
dry, which  he  at  once  built,  operated  same  success- 
fully for  a few  months,  then  sold  out  advantage- 
ously to  himself  and  returned  home. 

Mr.  Moore  was  married,  December  1 5,  1892, 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Harford  township,  to 
Miss  Mary  M.  Resseguie,  daughter  of  Hon.  George 
R.  Resseguie,  of  that  township,  and  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Moore  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Helene. 
In  politics  our  subject  is  a Republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Harford.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  young  men  of  the  township, 
has  been  extremely  fortunate  in  his  business  en- 
terprises, and  is'  popular  and  progressive. 

HON.  WILLIAM  NORMAN  CURTIS.  It 
is  now  more  than  a hundred  years  since  the  Curtis 
family,  to  which  this  well-known  citizen  of  South 
Canaan  township  belongs,  became  identified  with 
Wayne  county  and  its  various  members  have  won 
for  the  name  an  enviable  distinction  by  their  intelli- 
gence and  worth.  This  high  reputation  is  in  no 
way  diminished  in  the  present  generation,  and  our 
subject  is  one  of  the  most  influential  and  prominent 
citizens  of  his  community. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  the  New 
W orld  were  his  great-grandparents,  Henry  and 
Merilla  (Swingle)  Curtis,  natives  of  Germany, 
where  the  former  served  in  the  regular  army  for 
four  years.  He  also  aided  the  Colonies  in  their 
struggle  for  independence,  as  a soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  for  three  years.  In  1784  he  came  to 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  and  pur- 
chased 205  acres  on  Middle  creek,  for  two  shillings 
per  acre.  In  his  family  were  only  two  children : 
Jeremiah,  to  whom  he  sold  the  old  homestead  for 
thirty-four  cents ; and  Mary,  who  wedded  John 
Reed.  Our  subject  now  owns  133  acres  of  the 
original  tract. 

On  the  old  homestead  Jeremiah  Curtis  (our 
subject’s  grandfather)  was  born,  and  throughout 
life  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  there.  He 
married  Miss  Polly  Wagner,  also  a native  of  South 
Canaan  township,  and  a daughter  of  Adam  Wagner. 
She  died  in  1837,  aged  forty-five  years,  her  hus- 
band in  1861,  aged  sixty-four  years,  and  both  were 
buried  in  South  Canaan  township.  Of  their  chil- 
dren, Rhoda  married  Henry  Spangenberg,  and  both 
are  now  deceased ; Aaron  is  living  retired  in  Scran- 
ton, Penn. ; Priscilla  married  Moses  Shaffer,  and 
both  have  passed  away ; Moses  is  the  father  of  our 
subject;  Mary  Ann  wedded  Samuel  Shaffer,  and 
both  are  now  deceased ; Elizabeth  married  Samuel 
Swingle,  and  they  are  also  deceased ; Angeline  mar- 
ried Charles  Farr,  and  both  are  deceased ; and  Caro- 
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line  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Rufus  Frisby,  of  Sliaf- 
fertown,  Wayne  county.  Jeremiah  Curtis  was  twice 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Elizabeth 
Hoadlev,  by  whom  he  had  two  children : Solomon, 
a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township ; and  Charlotte, 
deceased  wife  of  Thomas  Dershimore,  a meat  mer- 
chant of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Moses  Curtis,  who  is  now  living  retired  with 
our  subject,  was  born  on  the  Curtis  homestead,  May 
15,  1823,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
attained  his  majority.  For  the  following  three  years 
he  engaged  in  farming  at  Peckville,  Penn.,  and  then 
worked  on  the  old  Pennsylvania  railroad  for  four 
years,  first  on  head  No.  9,  and  later  as  an  engineer. 
He  next  ran  a large  blast  furnace  a't'Scranton,  Penn., 
for  nine  years,  and  then  returned  to  the  old  home 
farm,  which  he  purchased  in  1865,  residing 
there  continuously  since,  although  he  sold  the  same 
to  our  subject  in  1892.  He  has  taken  an  active  and 
leading  part  in  local  affairs,  and  has  acceptably 
served  as  poormaster  three  years,  and  as  school  di- 
rector for  the  same  length  of  time.  In  casting  his 
ballot  he  supports  the  man  whom  he  believes  best 
qualified  to  fill  the  office,  regardless  of  party  ties. 

In  October,  1847,  'n  South  Canaan  township, 
Moses  Curtis  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sarah  Colburn,  who  died  three  years  later,  at  what 
is  now  known  as  Peckville,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Jenette,  wife  of  Loren  Reed,  a farmer  of  South 
Canaan  township.  The  father  was  again  married, 
in  1851,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mary 
Miller,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children : The- 
ressa,  now  the  wife  of  Cortland  Brooks,  a farmer 
of  South  Canaan  township ; Henry  B.,  a farmer  of 
Ripon,  Wis_;  William  N.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Walter  D.,  an  agriculturist  of  South  Canaan 
township. 

Mrs,  Mary  Curtis  (the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject) was  born  in  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  March 
1 7,  1819,  and  died  in  September,  1893,  being  laid 
to  rest  in  East  cemetery.  South  Canaan  township. 
Her  parents,  Benjamin  and  Maria  (Smith)  Miller, 
were  also  natives  of  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  but 
were  married  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  whence 
they  removed  to  Lackawanna  county,  this  State, 
there  spending  the  remainder  of  their  lives  as  farm- 
ing people.  In  their  family  were  ten  children,  five 
sons  and  five  daughters,  namely : Catherine,  wife  of 
Benona  Stone  (both  deceased)  : Hannah,  wife  of 
James  White  (both  deceased)  ; Mary,  the  mother 
of  our  subject;  Cornelius  (deceased);  Norman,  a 
resident  of  Ripon,  Wis. ; Walter  (deceased)  ; Henry, 
a resident  of  Kewanee,  111. ; Grovner,  a carpenter  of 
Peckville,  Penn.;  Jane,  wife  of  Paffus  Finn  (both 
deceased)  ; and  Adelia,  a resident  of  Lackawanna 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Curtis,  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  born 
in  Scranton,  Penn.,  April  15,  1857,  and  was  seven 
years  of  age  when  the  family  returned  to  the  old 
homestead  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
county.  On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  he  went  to  Ripon,  Wis.,  where  he 


worked  three  years  for  his  uncle  Norman  Miller,  an 
extensive  and  prosperous  farmer,  serving  as  fore- 
man for  the  last  two  years.  He  then  rented  and 
operated  his  father-in-law’s  farm  for  five  years,  and 
also  did  a large  and  profitable  business  in  buying 
and  shipping  horses,  handling  fifteen  carloads  in  six 
years,  in  1885  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
has  since  lived  on  the  old  Curtis  homestead,  with 
the  exception  of  two  years  spent  at  South  Canaan 
Corners.  Ftis  attention  is  now  devoted  to  general 
farming  and  lumbering. 

On  January  4,  1882,  at  Ripon,  Wis.,  Mr.  Cur- 
tis was  married  to  Miss  Lena  A.  Morey,  Rev.  Ste- 
phen Smith  performing  the  ceremony.  To  them 
has  been  born  one  daughter,  Lizzie  May.  Mrs. 
Curtis  is  a native  of  Ripon,  Wis.,  and  a daughter  of 
John  B.  and  Mary  C.  (Coon)  Morey,  who  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Rensselaer  county,  N. 
Y.,  whence  they  removed  to  Wisconsin  at  an  early 
day.  In  early  life  her  father  was  a farmer,  later 
engaged  in  the  implement  business,  but  for  five  years 
prior  to  his  death  he  lived  retired.  Politically  he 
was  a Republican.  He  died  in  Ripon,  in  August, 
1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  there  his 
widow  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  Mrs. 
Curtis  was  their  only  child.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents, Benjamin  and  Anna  (Finch)  Morey,  al- 
ways made  their  home  in  New  York  State,  where 
the  former  engaged  in  farming. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Curtis  is  an  honored  member 
of  the  F.  & A.  M.  Lodge  No.  330,  of  Salem ; and  of 
the  Grange  of  South  Canaan.  Politically  he  is  an 
ardent  suporter  of  the  Republican  party,  takes  a 
deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs,  and 
in  November,  1892,  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature from  Wayne  county.  So  ably  did  he  repre- 
sen his  district,  that  in  1894  he  was  re-elected.  His 
public  and  private  life  are  alike  above  reproach,  and 
as  a public-spirited,  enterprising  man,  he  is  recog- 
nized as  a valued  citizen  of  the  community. 

FRANK  W.  GAY,  though  still  a young  man, 
is  taking  his  place  among  the  enterprising  and  en- 
ergetic business  men  of  Auburn  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  was  born  January  24,  1869, 
son  of  Charles  Gay.  His  ancestors,  as  far  back  as 
we  have  record,  are  American,  his  great-grandfa- 
ther, George  Gay,  having  been  a native  of  New 
England.  He  married  Alphia  Blackmore,  who  was 
born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  thev  migrated  to  this  part 
of  Pennsylvania  in  an  early  day,  coming  down  the 
river  on  a raft  to  Meshoppen,  where  they  took  up 
land.  George  Gay  died  there,  and  his  wife,  who 
survived  him,  passed  away  in  1883,  in  Susquehanna 
county. 

Ansel  Gay,  son  of  George,  was  born  August 
31,  1809,  in  Herkimer  countv,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a boy 
when  the  family  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  made  agricult- 
ure his  principal  vocation,  but  he  also  engaged  in 
lumbering  near  his  home  and  in  Bradford  county, 
and  conducted  a mercantile  business.  He  was  mar- 
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ried,  in  Wyoming  county,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Bun- 
nell, who  was  born  in  1812,  daughter  of  Solomon 
and  Eleanor  (Place)  Bunnell,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1834  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  in 
Auburn  township,  where  he  took  up  a tract  of 
eighty-five  acres  of  wild  land.  He  subsequently  pur- 
chased 145  acres  more,  and  during  his  busy  life  he 
succeeded  in  clearing  up  a large  portion  of  this 
property,  on  which  he  cut  the  first  tree.  He  was 
a prominent  and  active  man  in  local  public  affairs, 
besides  being  so  extensively  interested  in  the  agri- 
cultural advancement  of  this  region,  and  he  was 
honored  with  election  to  various  offices  of  trust, 
serving  creditably  as  supervisor,  constable  (in 
1844),  and  school  director  of  the  township.  Polit- 
ically he  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  Ansel 
Gay  passed  away  in  1882,  his  wife  in  1865.  They 
had  a large  family,  of  whom  we  have  the  follow- 
ing record : Amanda,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 

William  Dunmore,  of  West  Auburn ; Emily,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  Smith  Bunnell ; Savannah, 
deceased,  married  Moran  LeBar,  of  Wyoming 
county;  Solomon  is  a resident  of  Harford,  Penn.; 
Charles  is  the  father  of  our  subject;  George  died 
young;  James  makes  his  home  in  Montrose,  Penn.; 
Calvin  lives  in  Sayre,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; Eleanor 
B.  died  young;  Treadway  died  in  1864,  while  serv- 
ing in  the  Civil  war;  John  B.,  who  lived  in  Wyo- 
ming county,  was  killed  on  the  railroad ; Eleanor  is 
the  wife  of  Marshall  Van  Scoten,  of  Montrose , 
Armina,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John  Anderson, 
of  Iowa ; Almeda  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years ; Mary  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years ; Lorenzo 
D.  was  killed  in  a mill  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; 
Harriet  is  married  and  resides  in  Sayre,  Bradford 
county. 

Charles  Gay  was  born  March  26,  1834,  in 
Braintrim  township,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  and  was 
six  weeks  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Au- 
burn township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
received  a good  practical  education,  attending  the 
common  and  select  schools  of  the  locality,  and  took 
up  general  farming,  to  which  he  was  trained  from 
early  boyhood,  remaining  at  home  until  he  was 
nearly  thirty  years  of  age.  When  he  commenced 
life  on  his  own  account  he  invested  in  thirty-one 
acres  of  land,  and  he  subsequently  received  forty 
acres  of  the  old  homestead,  all  of  which  he  culti- 
vated in  a careful  and  systematic  manner,  gaining  a 
comfortable  competence  in  his  chosen  calling.  For 
thirty-five  years  he  also  operated  a threshing  ma- 
chine, and  he  has  engaged  in  sheep  raising  and 
dairying — at  present,  however,  on  a small  scale — • 
and  for  several  years  sold  agricultural  implements. 
Mr.  Gay  recently  purchased  a house  and  lot  in 
South  Auburn,  which  he  intends  to  occupy  after 
1899.  He  has  been  active  in  public  as  well  as  busi- 
ness circles  in  his  township,  and  has  filled  the  offices 
of  school  director  (five  years)  and  auditor  (three 
years),  at  present  serving  as  supervisor.  The  same 
thoroughness  and  capability  which  have  character- 
ized his  management  of  his  private  affairs  have 


marked  his  career  as  a public  servant,  and  he  has 
won  and  retained  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him 
for  uprightness  and  sterling  integrity  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life. 

Charles  Gay  was  married,  April  2,  1863,  in 
Wyoming  county,  to  Miss  Sally  A.  Winans,  daugh- 
ter of  Clark  and  Martha  (Mavnard)  Winans,  who 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York  State, 
respectively,  the  father  born  September  13,  1812, 
the  mother  October  1,  1814,  daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Sally  (Stowe)  Maynard.  Mr.  Winans  passed  away 
March  16,  1882,  and  his  widow  now  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gay.  Of  their  chil- 
dren, Albert  lives  in  Meshoppen,  Wyoming  county : 
Charles  is  a resident  of  Meshoppen ; Sally  A.,  Mrs. 
Gay,  is  the  third ; one  died  in  infancy ; Gideon  is  de- 
ceased; Frank,  Gershom,  Bentley  and  Lyman  live 
in  Meshoppen;  Vernando  died  young.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gay  have  had  children  as  follows : Cora  Belle, 
deceased,  was  a music  teacher ; Alice  is  the  wife  of 
Lalin  Brown,  of  Meshoppen;  Frank  W.  is  the  sub- 
ject proper  of  this  sketch;  Marble  C.  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Wyoming  county  (he  is  a musician  and 
conducts  a band)  ; Clark  and  Ansel,  twins,  died  in 
infancy.  In  religious  connection  the  mother  and 
children  unite  with  the  M.  E.  Church.  Socially 
Mr.  Gav  has  been  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  for  many  years.  He  is  a stanch  Republican 
in  political  sentiment. 

Frank  W.  Gay  was  reared  in  the  township  of 
his  birth,  and  here  received  his  early  education  in 
the  district  schools,  later  attending  the  Mansfield 
Normal.  In  his  earlier  manhood  he  learned  the 
tinner’s  and  plumber's  trades,  and  in  1888  began  for 
himself,  opening  a hardware  shop  at  Meshoppen 
which  he  carried  on  for  two  years.  He  has  always 
engaged  more  or  less  at  his  trade,  and  now  takes 
contracts  for  plumbing  and  tinning,  though  at  pres- 
ent he  devotes  himself  principally  to  general  farm- 
ing and  dairying,  in  which  he  intends  to  engage 
shortly  on  an  extensive  scale.  He  has  carried  on 
farming  for  the  past  nine  years,  owning  an  interest 
in  the  Tubbs  place  of  over  200  acres,  a valuable 
property,  and  besides  his  fine  dwelling  and  barns  he 
owns  a house  and  lot  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr. 
Gay  is  necessarily  a busy  man,  for  he  attends  care- 
fully to  every  detail  of  his  varied  interests,  and  he 
has  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  for  thrifty  man- 
agement and  ability  of  no  mean  order.  His  integ- 
rity and  business  methods  are  unquestioned,  and  he 
bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  of  this  section,  where  his  interests  are  constantly 
widening.  He  naturally  takes  a deep  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides, 
but  he  gives  little  direct  attention  to  public  affairs, 
his  time  being  fully  occupied  with  business  matters. 
In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  He  is  not  a 
Church  member,  but  he  attends  Church  and  sup- 
ports religious  interests  by  his  means  and  influence. 

Mr.  Gay  was  married,  October  23,  1888,  to 
Miss  Nora  6.  Tubbs,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Lolo,  who  was  born  April  5>  1890.  Mrs.  Gay  is 
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the  daughter  of  Minor  C.  Tubbs,  and  granddaugh; 
ter  of  Charles  Tubbs,  who  was  born  in  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  and  passed  his  entire  life  there,  en- 
gaged in  farming ; he  married  Catherine  Benscoter. 
Minor  C.  Tubbs  was  born  January  29,  1820,  in  Lu- 
zerne county,  where  he  was  reared,  and  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  in 
1840  buying  a tract  of  seventy  acres  in  Auburn 
township,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  until  he 
was  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  200  acres.  He  fol- 
lowed agriculture  for  the  most  part,  though  in 
1854-55  he  was  in  California,  mining  in  the  gold 
fields.  He  was  not  particularly  successful  in  this 
venture.  In  December,  1841,  Minor  C.  Tubbs  was 
married  in  South  Auburn  to  Miss. Margaret  Daw- 
son, who  was  born  in  Auburn  township  August 
19,  1825,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  children : Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of 

B.  L.  Taylor,  of  Auburn  township ; Edward,  who 
died  young;  Hanford  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years ; Eliza  F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  years ; Alzada,  wife  of  George  Hurlinger,  of 
Scranton,  Penn.;  and  Dora  E.  and  Nora  O.,  twins, 
the  former  deceased,  the  latter  the  wife  of  Frank  W. 
Gay.  Mr.  Tubbs  passed  away  May  11,  1880,  an 
earnest  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Politically 
he  was  a Republican,  but  he  took  no  part  in  public 
or  political  afifairs  beyond  casting  his  vote. 

Edward  Dawson,  father  of  Airs.  Margaret 
(Dawson)  Tubbs,  was  born  August  21,  1796,  in 
London,  England.  His  father  was  a sea  captain. 
When  about  eighteen  years  old  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica, locating  in  South  Auburn,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  bought  land,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  occur- 
ring September  26,  1877.  He  was  married,  in 
Braintrim,  Wyoming  county,  to  Miss  Sally  Dickin- 
son, who  was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Jesse  and  Rachel  (Harker)  Dickinson,  and 
they  had  a large  family,  as  follows : Mary  Ann, 

deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Nathan  Green;  Susan, 
Mrs.  G.  Benscoter,  is  deceased ; Margaret  is  the 
widow  of  Minor  C.  Tubbs;  Eliza  L.,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Monroe  Sturdevant ; Edward,  a spec- 
ulator, lives  in  the  State  of  Washington ; Thomas 
is  deceased;  Martha' is  the  wife  of  Almon  Picket, 
of  Carter,  N.  Y. ; Hannah  M.  is  the  widow  of  H. 
Sturdevant ; Fidelia  married  PI.  Baldwin,  of  YV  yo- 
niing  countv ; Harriet,  deceased,  was  married  to 
John  Green,  of  Iowa;  G.  F.  is  a resident  of  Wyo- 
ming county. 

WILLIAM  W.  HARDY  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  citizens  of  Glenwood,  Susquehanna  county. 
Enlisting  when  a boy  of  sixteen  in  the  Civil  war, 
he  served  until  the  close  of  the  great  conflict,  and 
since  then  has  been  intimately  associated  with  the 
development  of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna 
county. 

Israel  Hardy,  the  grandfather  of  cur  subject, 
was  a native  of  Scotland.  Emigrating  to  America, 
he  here  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 


His  son, Lauren M. Hardy, father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire,  July  28,  1812,  and  when 
a boy  removed  with  his  parents  to  the  State  of  New 
York.  In  Tioga  county  he  married  Sarah  J.  Tay- 
lor, who  was  a relative  of  President  Zachary  Tay- 
lor. He  followed  farming  and  milling  in  his 
younger  days,  and  about  1851  came  to  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; he  built  a shoe  shop  at 
Glenwood,  and  later  operated  the  Grow  mill  for 
many  years.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican.  He 
died  July  22,  1888,  his  wife  in  1861.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  nine  children,  as  follows : Charles 

L.,  who  died  in  August,  1864;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
S.  Sisco,  of  Lenoxville ; Augusta,  who  married 
Theron  Hinkley,  and  is  now  deceased ; Ira  D.,  an 
engineer,  of  Luzerne  county,  who  enlisted  during 
the  Civil  war  in  Company  A,  107th  P.  V.  I.,  later 
in  Company  B,  143rd  Regiment,  and  was  twice 
wounded  in  battle;  David  N.,  a farmer  of  Lenox 
township,  who  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
serving  in  Company  A,  107th  P.  V.  I.,  and  was 
wounded;  William  W.,  our  subject;  Allen,  who  died 
young;  Antoinette,  who  married  A.  W.  Miles,  of 
Lenox  township,  and  is  now  deceased ; and  George 
W.,  deceased. 

William  W.  Hardy  was  born  in  Tioga  county, 
N.  Y.,  February  8,  1848,  and  when  a child  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Lenox  township.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  March  28,  1864,  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  1st  Penn.  Light  Artillery,  serving  until 
after  the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Hardy  was  pres- 
ent at  the  capture  of  Fort  Harrison,  participated  in 
the  siege  of  Petersburg,  and  in  the  battle  of  Seven 
Pines  or  Old  Fair  Oaks.  He  was  mustered  out 
July  25,  1865,  and  for  two  years  after  his.  return 
home  from  the  South  was  unable  to  work.  He  was 
married  in  Lenox  township  to  Emma  Y.  Barnes, 
who  died  in  1879,  leaving  one  son,  Ralph,  now  at 
home.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Hardy  married, 
on  December  4,  1886,  Sarah  Effie  Quick,  who  was 
born  April  13,  1864,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Cath- 
erine (Smith)  Quick,  and  granddaughter  of  Tim- 
othy Quick,  a native  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  of 
German  descent.  Edwin  Quick  was  born  in  Wvo- 
ming  county,  and  is  now  living  in  Lenox  township ; 
his  wife,  also  a native  of  Wyoming  county,  died 
March  11,  1876.  Their  two  children  were  Sarah 
Effie,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Frederick,  a resident 
of  Cortland,  N.  Y.  To  William  W.  and  Sarah 
Effie  Hardy  have  been  born  three  children:  Fred 

N.,  born  May  16,  1889;  Lena  K.,  born  October  3, 
1891; -and  Marjorie  S.,  born  March  25,  1894,  all 
at  home. 

For  some  years  after  his  marriage  our  subject 
leased  land  in  Lenox  township.  He  then  pur- 
chased a farm  near  Glenwood,  in  partnership  with 
his  brother,  to  whom  he  afterward  sold  his  share. 
He  then  bought  a house  and  lot  in  Glenwood  and 
built  a store.  He  has  now  retired  from  active  life. 
In  politics  Mr.  Hardy  is  a strong  Republican,  has 
served  as  constable  and  as  collector  for  two  years. 
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and  lias  been  a member  of  the  election  board.  He 
is  a leading  member  of  Capt.  Lyon  Post  No.  85, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Glenwood,  and  of  Nicholson  Lodge 
No.  438,  F.  & A.  M.  Himself  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Grange.  Both  are  also  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Hardy  taught  school 
for  five  years  in  Lenox,  Lathrop,  and  Nicholson 
townships,  and  presides  with  grace  and  dignity  in 
one  of  the  cultured  homes  of  Glenwood. 

CHARLES  HAYDEN  KELLUM  is  one  of 
the  successful  business  men  of  Hopbottom,  Susque- 
hanna county.  For  many  years  he  prospered  as  the 
genial  keeper  of  a hotel  at  Hopbottom,  and  in  re- 
cent years  he  has  greatly  enlarged  his  business 
operations.  He  has  extensive  real-estate  interests 
in  the  village,  and  is  an  earnest  worker  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  gain  and  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity. He  carries  on  fruit  farming  adjacent  to 
the  village,  and  is  one  of  the  best-known  and  most 
enterprising  citizens. 

The  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Susquehanna 
county.  Lyman  W.  Kellum,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  June  10, 
1812,  son  of  Elisha  Kellum,  who  died  when  Lyman 
was  a boy.  Elisha  Kellum,  the  grandfather,  was 
related  to  Luther  Kellum,  the  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, born  in  1760,  who  migrated  to  Forest  Lake 
township  from  Stonington,  Conn.,  in  1803,  and  died 
in  1846,  leaving  a large  family. 

Lyman  W.  Kellum  was  raised  on  the  farm, 
and  in  his  youth  acquired  the  trade  of  a carpenter. 
He  was  a man  of  enterprise  and  business  ability, 
and  at,  Brooklyn  Center  built  the  hotel  which  he  con- 
ducted for  many  years.  In  1878  he  built  the  hotel 
at  Hopbottom,  which  he  carried  on  until  his  death, 
August  21,  1880.  Politically  he  was  a radical  Dem- 
ocrat, and  in  Hopbottom  served  for  fifteen  years  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  also  elected  tax  col- 
lector, school  director  and  to  other  local  offices.  On 
February  22,  1839,  he  was  married  to  Sally  Ann 
Williams,  daughter  of  Stephen  .Williams,  an  early 
settler  of  Brooklyn  township,  where  she  was  born 
February  14,  1817,  and  died  September  19,  1891. 
The  children  of  Lyman  W.  and  Sally  Ann  Kellum 
were  as  follows:  Fannie  M.,  born  November  21, 

.1839,  wife  of  Truman  Bell;  Eliza  Abigail,  born 
November  14,  1842,  who  died  April  11,  1895;  Ar- 
thur Wesley,  born  March  14,  1846,  who  died  May 
14, 1847  ; Samuel  Wesley,  born  February  13,  1849,  for 
many  years  telegraph  dispatcher  in  the  D.  L.  & W. 
office  at  Scranton,  and  now  engaged  in  the  bicycle 
business  in  that  city ; William  Biglow,  born  Octo- 
ber 19.  1851,  a telegraph  operator  for  the  D.  L.  & 
W.  road,  at  Scranton;  and  Charles  Hayden,  our 
subject,  born  in  Lathrop  township  May  27,  1859. 

Charles  H.  Kellum  was  reared  in  Lathrop  town- 
ship, receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  on  his  own 
account  the  battle  of  life.  Going  to  Scranton, 
Penn.,  he  there  worked  for  two  years  in  a hotel,  and 
returning  home  engaged  in  the  hotel  business, 


Which  he  conducted  successfully  until  1892,  when 
he  sold  the  property  to  Mr.  Bowdish.  Soon  after 
he  moved  to  his  present  home.  Mr.  Kellum  was 
married,  in  Lathrop  township,  on  March  24,  1883, 
to  Annie  M.  Terwilliger,  who  was  fiorn  April  19, 
1861,  daughter  of  George  B.  and  Fannie  Eliza 
(Smedes)  Terwilliger,  natives  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  granddaughter  of  Abraham  and  Chris- 
tina (Howell)  Terwilliger.  The  father  of  Christina 
Howell  was  an  emigrant  from  England.  Mrs.  Ivel- 
lum’s  maternal  grandparents,  Andrew  and  Ann 
(Taylor)  Smedes,  lived  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
where  she  died ; he  passed  away  in  Gibson 
township.  George  B.  Terwilliger  moved  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1871,  and  the  widow  is  now 
living  in  Gibson  township,  where  they  made  their 
home;  he  died  in  August,  1893,  in  Scranton.  His 
children  were  as  follows:  Theodore  E.,  a butcher 

of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Mary  I.,  wife  of  Alvin  Sweet, 
of  Gibson  township ; Margaret  Ann,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Frances,  who  married  P.  Marcy,  a mer- 
chant of  ITonesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn. ; James  N., 
a merchant  of  Pittston,  Penn. ; Charles  H.,  deputy 
constable  and  tax  collector  of  the  Second  ward,  at 
Scranton,  Penn. ; Christina,  wife  of  Eugene  Hallock, 
of  Maplewood,  Penn. ; Kate  E.,  wife  of  Orson  Hal- 
lock, of  Scranton;  Fred,  a butcher  of  Scranton; 
Eveline,  wife  of  Claude  Van  Gorder,  of  Gibson 
township;  and  Merle,  who  died  in  August,  1880, 
aged  three  years. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  three 
children:  Lyman  W.,  born  April  7,  1884;  H. 

Charles,  born  July  31,  1893 ; and  Eliza  Abigail,  born 
October  7,  1895.  After  selling  the  hotel  property, 
in  1892,  Mr.  Kellum  purchased  twenty-eight  acres 
of  land  in  the  boroueh  of  Hopbottom,  part  of  which 
he  laid  out  into  building  lots  and  sold — among  the 
lots  disposed  of  being  that  unon  which  the  M.  E. 
church  was  erected.  In  1891  he  erected  several 
dwelling  houses,  which  he  has  since  rented.  He  is . 
engaged  in  farming  in  a small  way,  giving  especial 
attention  to  fruits  and  poultry.  He  and  his  wife  are 
attendants  of  the  Universalist  Church,  of  which 
his  parents  were  members,  and  in  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  Mr.  Kellum  has  for  ten  years  served 
as  a member  of  the  borough  council,  and  is  now 
holding  that  administrative  office ; has  also  been 
school  director  for  the  past  three  years ; and  is  serv- 
ing on  the  election  board.  He  is  a prominent  cit- 
izen, of  progressive  ideas,  of  that  type  to  which  all 
communities  owe  their  material  advancement. 

GUILFORD  S.  TINGLE Y,  county  commis- 
sioner of  Susquehanna  county,  and  a well  known 
coal  merchant  of  Herrick  Centre,  has  been  identified 
with  the  interests  of  that  county  for  almost  forty 
years.  He  was  born  in  Greenfield  township,  Lu- 
zerne (now  Lackawanna)  Co.,  Penn.,  September 
13,  1838,  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Clark) 
Tingley,  the  former  a native  of  Attleboro,  Mass., 
the  latter  of  Danbury,  Connecticut. 

The  Tingley  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  its 
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progenitor  in  America  came  from  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, in  1692,  locating  in  Massachusetts.  He  served 
with  distinction  as  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Elkanah 
Tingley,  was  also  born  in  Attleboro,  and  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1795.  Throughout 
life  our  subject’s  father  followed  farming.  He  was 
born  November  28,  1788,  and  died  in  April,  1850, 
in  Grenfield  township,  Lackawanna  county,  where 
he  had  made  his  home  since  marriage.  Elis  remains 
were  interred  in  a private  cemetery  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  near  the  old  homestead. 
The  mother  died  September  4,  1878,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  new  Clifford 
cemetery.  Both  held  membership  in  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  children  born  of  this  union  were  as 
follows:  Ansley,  born  December  27,  1832,  died  July 
28,  1833  ; Friend  G.,  born  February  24,  1834,  is  a 
farmer  of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Anson  A.,  born  November  30,  1836,  lives  at  Union- 
dale;  Guilford  S.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order 
of  birth  ; Ashford  B.,  born  January  3,  1840,  and  San- 
ford B.,  born  February  18,  1842,  are  both  farmers 
in  Herrick  township;  Sarah  P.,  born  September  3, 
1843,  >s  the  wife  of  Russel  Carpenter,  a veterinary 
surgeon  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Thomas  J.,  born  No- 
vember 24,  1845,  is  a machinist  of  Susquehanna ; 
and  Eliza  H.,  born  February  24,  1847,  is  the  wife  of 
Jerome  Ivishbaugh,  a farmer  of  Herrick  township. 
For  his  first  wife  Benjamin  Tingley,  the  father, 
married  Miss  Betsy  Millard,  daughter  of  Solomon 
Millard,  of  Connecticut,  a Revolutionary  soldier, 
who  settled  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  in  1796.  Ten  children  were  born  of  that 
union,  namely:  Benajah,  Elkanah,  Joel,  Ransom  E., 
George  and  Edwin,  all  deceased  ; Jeremiah,  a resident 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Mrs.  Nancy  Roles  and  Mrs. 
Zilphia  Stevens,  both  deceased ; and  Julina,  who 
was  the  widow  of  Freeman  Tingley,  and  resided  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Harford  township,  Susquehana 
county,  prior  to  her  decease. 

Guilford  S.  Tingley  continued  to  reside  upon- 
the  home  farm  with  his  mother  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  and  then  purchased  a farm  in  Herrick 
township,  which  he  successfully  operated  until  1892. 
In  i860  he  removed  from  Lackawanna  county  to 
Herrick  Centre,  and  since  1885  has  carried  on  the 
coal  business  at  that  place  with  marked  success. 

On  May  23,  1869,  in  Herrick  township,  Mr. 
Tingley  married  Miss  Martha  P.  Meyers,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  by  Rev.  William  Churchill, 
a Methodist  Episcopal  minister.  They  have  one 
child,  Raymond  INI.,  who  was  born  July  21,  1870, 
and  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Herrick  Centre 
in  January,  1898.  The  following  April  he  embarked 
in  merchandising  at  that  place,  and  erected  his  pres- 
ent store  building. 

Mrs.  Tingley  was  born  in  Herrick  Centre,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1849,  a daughter  of  John  M.  and  Marv 
A.  ( Rouse)  Meyers,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.  At  Mt.  Pocono 
the  father  erected  a hotel  for  other  parties,  but  as 


he  was  not  paid  for  his  work  he  took  charge  of  the 
same,  and  successfully  conducted  it  for  some  years. 
He  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed  that  pur- 
suit in  connection  with  farming  during  his  younger 
years.  In  March,  1848,  he  removed  to  Herrick 
Centre,  where  he  built  another  hotel,  carrying  it  on 
until  his  death.  From  childhood  he  was  a faithful 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  instru- 
mental in  building  the  house  of  worship  for  that  de- 
nomination at  Herrick  Centre.  He  was  a school  di- 
rector for  many  years.  He  was  born  July  13,  i8i"6, 
and  died  January  29,  1886,  while  his  wife,  born  May 
20,  1814,  died  March  26,  1894,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  the  Meyers  cemetery,  a private 
burying-ground  on  the  old  home  farm.  The  place 
is-  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Meyers  had  five  children : Israel,  a prominent 
tanner  and  sawmill  owner  of  West  Virginia;  Sam- 
uel, deceased;  Jane,  wife  of  Hon.  T.  H.  B.  Lvon,  a 
judge  of  Schuylkill  county,  Penn.;  Martha  M.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  and  Morris,  who  died  young.  Mrs. 
Tingley’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Simon  M. 
and  Susan  (Sherley)  Meyers,  natives  of  Monroe 
county,  Penn.,  the  former  a son  of  Simon  Meyers, 
Sr.,  a native  of  Germany.  Her  maternal  grandpar- 
ents, John  and  Susan  (Shaffer)  Rouse,  were  also 
residents  of-  Monroe  county. 

. Socially  Mr.  Tingley  is  a member  of  Belmont 
Lodge  No.  1070,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Uniondale ; and 
Moosic  Lodge  No.  472,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  the  same 
place.  He.  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  and  its  principles,  and  has  been  honored  with 
several  public  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  having 
served  as  school  director  nine  years,  poormaster 
a three-years’  term.  He  was  re-elected  in  1896,  and 
and  in  1887  he  was  elected  county  commissioner  for 
a three-years’  term.  He  was  re-elected  in  1896,  and 
has  recently  been  renominated  for  the  same  position, 
without  opposition,  being  elected  by  a large  major- 
ity. The  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  com- 
munity where  they  live.  They  are  intellectual  and 
well  informed,  and  the  son  has  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  selected  libraries  in  Susquehanna  county. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

PERLEY  L.  SHELP,  an  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturist  of  Jessup  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  on  his  present  farm,  April 
17,  1859,  a son  of  John  and  Clarissa  (Lewis)  Shelp, 
also  natives  of  Jessup  township,  who  located  where 
our  subject  is  now  living  in  1856.  The  father  died 
in  June,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  after 
a long  and  useful  career,  the  mother  December  1, 
1897,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  and  the  remains  of  both 
were  interred  in  Fairdale  cemetery.  They  were 
sincere  and  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  first  a 
Republican  and  later  a Prohibitionist.  To  them 
were  born  three  children,  namely:  Freeman,  who 

died  November  22,  1849,  aR'ed  three  years;  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  July  1,  1856,  aged  nine  years;  and 
Perley  L.,  our  subject.  The  paternal  grandparents 


318 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


were  John  and  Abigail  (Walbridge)  Shelp,  and  the 
maternal  grandparents  were  James  and  Betsy 
(Ross)  Lewis. 

Being  the  only  child  of  the  family  to  reach 
years  of  maturity,  Perley  L.  Shelp  never  left  home. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  the  old 
homestead,  comprising  125  acres,  and  being  a 
thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  he  has  met  with 
marked  success  in  its  operation.  Fraternally  lie  is 
a member  of  the  Grange,  and  politically  affiliates 
with  the  Prohibition  party,  as  he  is  a strong  tem- 
perance man  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  put  down 
the  liquor  traffic.  He  is  a prominent  and  influential 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  class-leader  for  the  past 
twenty  years,  and  as  trustee  for  the  past  twelve 
vears. 

At  Fairdale,  December  8,  1879,  Mr.  Shelp  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alma  C.  Roy,  a native 
of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  by  whom  he  has  had  two 
children,  Sadie  E.  and  Carrie  M. 

Milton  Roy,  father  of  Mrs.  Shelp,  was  born  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  six  miles  from  Newton,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1826,  a son  of  John  and  Esther  ( Dodder) 
Roy,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  there,  engaged  in 
fanning,  the  father  dying  in  1836,  aged  fifty-seven 
years,  the  mother  in  1S73,  aged -eighty;  their'  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Hardwick  Church  cemetery, 
that  county.  They  were  Presbyterians  in  religious 
faith,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a Whig.  Their 
children  were  Henrietta,  deceased,  wdio  (first)  mar- 
ried Henry  Goble,  and  (second)  J.  R.  Field;  Aus- 
tin, who  died  in  Chicago,  111. ; Irene,  who  married 
I.  C.  Snook,  and  died  in  New  Jersey;  Bowdine,  an 
agriculturist  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J. ; Insley,  who 
died  in  that  county;  Milton,  father  of  Mrs.  Shelp; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Malanchen  Beach,  of  Bavonne, 
N.  J. ; Sarah  M.,  wife  of  J.  C.  Beach,  a farmer  of 
Island  Lake,  Minn.;  and  Albert,  a dairyman,  of 
Elmira,  N.  Y.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica was  John  Roy,  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Shelp,  who  came  to  this  country  at  an  early 
day  and  located  at  Basking  Ridge,  N.  J.,  where  he 
followed  farming  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Her  great-grandparents  were  Stephen  and (Kil- 

patrick ) Roy,  of  Basking  Ridge,  who  became  pioneers 
of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  the  former  purchased 
700  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  engaged  in  farming 
until  called  from  this  life,  in  1829,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  He  was  thrice  married,  the  sec- 
ond time  to  a Mrs.  Deatz,  the  third  to  a Mrs.  Win- 
termuth. 

Milton  Roy  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  un- 
der the  parental  roof,  and  remained  on  the  old  home- 
stead for  one  year  after  his  marriage.  He  then 
purchased  a farm  four  miles  from  Newton,  N.  J., 
operating  that  place  from  1852  until  1868,  when  he 
sold  the  farm  and  moved  on  one  adjoining.  In 
1869  he  rented  the  old  farm  and  moved  back  again. 
In  the  spring  of  1870  he  and  his  brother  Albert 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  bought  a 


farm  in  Jessup  township,  which  they  carried  on  to- 
gether for  two  years,  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
brother  Milton  Roy  operated  it  alone  for  fourteen 
years.  He  then  located  on  a lot  near  his  present 
farm,  and  to  the  latter  removed  in  1886.  Fie  is 
now  engaged  in  the  meat  business  in  Fairdale.  He 
is  a Prohibitionist  in  politics,  having  first  been  a Re- 
publican, and  has  served  as  township  clerk  for  four 
years.  He  is  a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  filled  the  office  of 
steward.  Mr.  Roy  was  first  married,  in  his  native 
county,  February  13,  1851,  to  Miss  Malinda 
E.  Hendershot,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Margaret 
(Thompson)  Hendershot,  of  that  county.  She  was 
born  there,  and  died  at  the  present  home  of  the 
family,  in  April,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  Fairdale  cemetery.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Roy  were  born  the  following  children'.  J.  Al- 
bert, who  married  Anna  B.  Pittinger,  and  is  a car- 
penter of  Newton,  N.  J. ; Jesse,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year  ; Levi,  who  married  Nellie  Hall  and  died 
in  1898;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  J.  B.  Sheen,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  milk  business  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; 
and  Catherine  Alma,  wife  of  our  subject.  On  March 
2,  1892,  at  the  residence  of  J.  B.  Sheen,  in  Dimock 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Roy  married 
for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Cordelia  S.  Risley,  a native 
of  Lenox,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a daughter  of 
Abijah  and  Sarah  (Dickson)  Hinkley.  She  has 
been  three  times  married,  first  to  Sylvester  Snyder, 
and  second  to  Benjamin  Risley. 

JOHN  W.  McLEOD,  a leading  and  influen- 
tial member  of  the  agricultural  community  of  Lib- 
erty township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  in  January,  1843,  a son  of 
Alexander  and  Catherine  (Rulison)  McLeod.  The 
father  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1812,  and  was 
a son  of  Zenas  and  Ellen  McLeod,  natives  of  the 
same  place,  whence  they  removed  to  Broome  coun- 
ty, locating  on  a farm  where  they  reared  their  fam- 
ily. The  only  one  of  their  children  now  living  is 
William,  a resident  of  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania. 

Alexander  McLeod,  our  subject’s  father,  grew 
to  manhood  in  Broome  county,  where  he  received 
a fair  education.  In  1835  he  married  Miss  Cath- 
erine Rulison,  who  was  born  in  Montgomery  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  1817,  a daughter  of  Ralph  and  Elsie 
Rulison,  of  that  county.  For  some  years  after 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLeod  lived  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  in  1842  locating  on  a farm  in 
Broome  county,  near  the  Pennsylvania  State  line, 
where  he  cleared  a small  tract  of  land.  Selling 
that  place  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
in  1855,  and  lived  at  Mud  Lake  for  some  time  be- 
fore purchasing  the  farm  in  Liberty  township  where 
our  subject  now  resides.  Here  the  father  died  in 
1881,  since  which  time  the  mother,  now  eighty-two 
years  of  age,  lias  found  a pleasant  home  with  our 
subject  and  his  wife.  In  the  family  were  ten  chil- 
dren, namely:  (1)  Nelson,  born  in  New  York 

State,  in  1836,  is  a resident  of  Allegheny  county, 
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Penn.,  where  he  married  Frone  Paddock,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Delbert  and  Kitty.  (2)-  Ralph, 
born  in  New  York  State,  in  1837,  married  Amanda 
Speerbeck,  of  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  and  they  reside 
on  a farm  in  Broome  county.  They  have  one 
daughter.  Alice,  now  the  wife  of  George  Rose,  of 
Great  Bend.  (3)  Ellen,  born  in  June,  1839,  is  the 
wife  of  Lewis  \Y.  Chichester,  of  Great  Bend,  who 
is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  they  have  seven 
children,  Alice,  William,  Arthur,  Frederick,  Walter, 
Stella  and  Georgie.  (4)  John  W.,  our  subject,  is 
next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (5J  Enos,  born  in  1844, 
enlisted  in  the  State  service  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  died  soon  after  its  close,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
rive  years.  (6)  Elsie,  born  in  February,  1847,  is 
the  wife  of  Andrew  Warner,  of  Liberty  township, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Delbert  and  Nettie  (wife 
of  Ralph  Blowers,  of  Franklin  Forks).  (7)  Emma, 
born  in  September,  1849,  married  A.  G.  Preston, 
of  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  and  now  lives  in  Lincoln, 
Neb.  They  have  five  children,  Franklin,  Susan, 
Mamie,  Willie  and  Ezekiel.  (8)  Catherine,  born 
January  22,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Odell,  of 
Susquehanna,  and  they  have  two  sons,  George  and 
William.  (9)  Francis,  born  in  May,  1854,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  Liberty  township, 
and  when  a young  man  learned  the  cigar-making 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
for  nine  years.  In  1873  he  wedded  Mary  Beagle, 
of  Susquehanna,  a daughter  of  Garrett  and  Pris- 
cilla Beagle,  pioneers  of  that  town,  and  they  lo- 
cated in  Lawsville  Centre,  where  Mrs.  McLeod 
died  in  1877.  (10)  Jane,  born  in  July,  1859,  is 

now  the  wife  of  George  Halsey,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Etta  May  and  Willie. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Liberty  township, 
John  W.  McLeod  obtained  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  locality.  In  October,  1861,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Craik,  of 
Silver  Lake  township,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Henrietta  (Eakin)  Craik,  the  former  born  in  Scot- 
land, in  1795,  the  latter  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  in 
1814.  Mrs.  Craik  was  reared  in  her  native  city,  but 
was  married  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  she  and 
her  husband  afterward  made  their  home  in  Silver 
Lake  township,  where  Mrs.  McLeod  grew  to  wom- 
anhood. Having  no  children  of  their  own,  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  adopted  Miss  Bessie 
Myers,  whom  they  have  reared  from  childhood  and 
whose  mother  was  a niece  of  Mrs.  McLeod. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  McLeod  located  in 
Lawsville,  where  he  left  his  young  wife  on  entering 
the  service  of  his  country,  in  August,  1862.^  He 
was  sworn  into  the  L nited  States  service  at  Camp 
Curtin,  as  a member  of  Company  H,  141st  P.  A . I., 
which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
under  Gen.  McDill.  \\  bile  at  Harrisburg  he  and 
eleven  companions  were  poisoned  by  eating  fruit 
given  them  by  a Rebel  spy  at  one  of  the  fruit  stands 
of  the  citv,  and  all  died 'with  the  exception  of  our 
subject  and  one  other.  Mr.  McLeod  remained  in 


the  hospital  there  for  some  time,  and  after  joining 
his  regiment  at  Arlington  Heights  was  again 
placed  in  the  hospital.  Later  he  marched  with  his 
command  to  Camp  Smith  and  participated  in  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  after  which  they  marched 
to  Roanoke,  Ya.  From  here  Mr.  McLeod  was  sen*: 
back  to  the  hospital  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  where 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  as  the  poison  was 
still  in  his  system  and  he  was  unable  to  do  army 
duty.  He  returned  to  his  home  in  Lawsville,  and  in 
1870  removed  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  living  there 
until  after  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1881,  when 
he  returned  to  the  old  homestead  at  Lawsville,  where 
he  has  since  resided,  his  time  and  attention  being 
devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 

Politically  Mr.  McLeod  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  taken  an 
active  and  commenctable  interest  in  public  affairs  in 
his  township.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  serves  as  deacon,  and  they  take  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  religious  work,  to  which  they 
contribute  liberally  of  their  means.  They  have 
a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  through- 
out the  county,  and  justly  merit  the  high  regard  in 
which  they  are  universally  held. 

HOLLOWAY  ROBINSON  lives  upon  a farm 
(rented  by  his  son  Harry  M.)  owned  by  Silas  B. 
Hartley,  to  whom  it  was  conveyed  some  years  ago. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Bryant  Robinson, 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Lenox  township. 
He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  was  among  the  tide  of  emigrants 
who  sought  Western  homes.  He  lived  for  some 
years  near  Wilkes  Barre,  then  in  1796  settled  in 
Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
died  not  many  years  later,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
five  vears,  leaving  a family  of  three  sons  and  two 
daughters : John,  who  in  1837  migrated  to  Ohio ; 
James  S.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Daniel,  who 
settled  in  Lenox  township,  and  reared  a large  fam- 
ily; Betsey,  who  married  Nathan  B.  Foote,  of 
Lenox  township,  and  died  in  McKean  county ; and 
Rhoda,  who  married  a Mr.  W'ilsey,  of  Lenox 
township. 

James  Scott  Robinson,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject,  was  born  near  Wilkes  Barre,  October  16,  J792, 
and  was  three  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Lenox  township.  He  married  Lucy 
Jayne,  who  was  born  in  Wyoming  county,  Septem- 
ber 7,  1803,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elsie 

(Stephens)  Jayne.  James  S.  Robinson  bought  a 
farm  of  126  acres  of  wild  land  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  Lenox  township,  and  there  lived  through 
life.  He  was  drafted  in  the  war  of  1812  for  the 
defense  of  Baltimore,  and  was  a pensioner  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  remained  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  the  township  to  an  advanced  age,  and  died 
Mav  24,  1886.  when  in  his  ninety-fourth  year;  his 
wife  died  in  December,  1890,  in  her  eighty-eighth 
vear.  Their  family  consisted  of  the  following  chil- 
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dren : Elizabeth,  who  married  Lucius  D.  Hartson, 
and  moved  to  Nebraska;  Emeline,  who  married 
Nelson  Jenkins;  Holloway,  our  subject;  Elsie,  of 
Lenox  township;  Mary  Jane,  who  married  J.  R. 
Johnson,  who  moved  to  Nebraska;  James  M.,  of 
McKean  county;  Milo  J.,  of  Vineland,  N.  J. ; Daniel, 
of  Lenox  township ; Samuel  D.,  of  Fleetville, 
Lackawanna  county;  Lucy  M.,  who  died  young;, 
and  Elroy,  of  Lenox  township. 

Holloway  Robinson,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Lenox  township,  January  26,  1826.  He  received 
only  a common-school  education,  but  he  was  an 
apt  pupil,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  be- 
came a school  teacher,  for  twelve  winters  teaching 
in  the  neighboring  districts.  He  was  married,  in 
1867,  to  Delia  Stephens,  who  was  born  in  Nichol- 
son township,  Wyoming  county,  in  1838,  daughter 
of  Jesse  and  Juliana  (.Billings)  Stephens.  To  our 
subject  and  wife  have  been  born  three  children: 
Harry  M.,  who  is  living  at  home ; Bertha,  who  is 
a nurse  in  the  Emergency  hospital  at  Carbondale ; 
and  Lor'in  Bryant,  at  home. 

Our  subject  came  into  possession  of  the  old 
homestead  of  126  acres,  and  added  to  it  forty 
acres,  two-thirds  of  which  he  cleared.  Assisted  by 
his  son,  he  is  engaged  in  general  and  dairy  farm- 
ing, also  huckstering  in  the  Carbondale  market. 
Mr.  Robinson  is  a member  of  the  Universalist 
Church,  and  in  politics  is  a Free-Silver  Demo- 
crat. He  has  held  various  offices  in  the  township, 
is  interested  in,  all  questions  of  public  moment,  and 
ranks  high  among  the  thinkers  as  well  as  the  men 
of  action  in  Lenox  township. 

HENRY  HARRISON  HARRINGTON,  a 
leading  agriculturist  of  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  the  well-known  proprietor 
of  the  Fern  Cliff  Farm,  which  invariably  attracts 
the  eye  of  the  passing  traveler  as  being  under  the 
supervision  of  a thorough  and  skillful  farmer  and 
a man  of  good  business  qualifications. 

Mr.  Harrington  is  a native  of  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  having  been  born  in  Wantage  township,  No- 
vember 27,  1836.  His  father,  John  Harrington, 
was  a native  of  Ireland,  and  on  coming  to  the 
United  States  in  1816  located  in  New  Jersey,  where 
he  married  Miss  Jemima  Roloson,  who  was  born 
in  Wantage  township,  Sussex  county,  a daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  (Van  Sickle)  Roloson,  also  na- 
tives of  that  State.  In  1838  John  Harrington 
brought  his  family  to  Susquehanna  county,  and 
located  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  resides. 
There  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  In 
politics  he  was  a Whig  and  Republican,  and  was 
overseer  of  the  poor  many  years.  His  wife  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  She  was  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was 
highly  respected  by  all  who.  knew  her  on  account 
of  her  many  excellencies  of  character.  In  their 
family  were  seven  children : William,  who  died 

at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years ; Mrs.  Sarah  Jane 
Harrison,  of  New  Milford;  Mary  E.  Harrington, 


who  died  in  1879;  Mathew  J.;  Mrs.  Julia  C.  Town- 
send, who  died  in  December,  1898 ; Matilda  Helen, 
who  resides  with  our  subject;  and  Henry  Harrison. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  only  two  years 
old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  here  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  his 
education  being  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of 
Montrose.  On  November  1,  1870,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Apple,  a lady  of 
superior  intelligence,  who  was  born  in  Plains  town- 
ship, Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.  Her  parents,  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Wagner)  Apple,  were  also  natives 
of  this  State,  and  at  an  early  day  removed  to  Pitts - 
ton,  Penn.,  where  he  was  a merchant,  later  going 
to  Ogle  county,  111.,  where  both  died,  the  former  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  the  latter  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight.  Both  were  active  and  prominent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he 
served  as  elder  for  some  time.  He  was  a success- 
ful farmer  and  merchant,  and  a man  of  prominence, 
being  an  officer  in  the  State  militia.  Eight  chil- 
dren constituted  their  family:  Catherine  E. ; Ja- 

cob, now  a resident  of  Pittston,  Penn.;  W.  H.,  who 
died  in  Polo,  111. ; Mary  L.,  a resident  of  Clyde, 
111. ; Andrew  B.,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ; Sarah  E , 
wife  of  our  subject;  Ellen  J.,  of  Los  Angeles;  H. 
Francis,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harrington  have  two  children : William  A., 

a well-known  liveryman  of  Montrose,  Penn.,  is  a 
graduate  of  Woods  Business  College,  at  Scranton; 
and  Arthur  L.  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Harrington  has  spent  his  entire  married 
life  on  the  old  homestead,  which  is  pleasantly  situa- 
ted two  miles  from  Montrose  on  the  old  Milford 
and  Owego  turnpike,  in  the  early  days  used  as  a 
stage  road.  The  place  comprises  209  acres  of  val- 
uable land,-  which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  has  rebuilt  and  enlarged  the 
house,  erected  a new  barn  and  other  outbuildings, 
and  made  many  other  needed  improvements,  there- 
by adding  greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive  appear- 
ance. Mr.  Harrington  is  interested  in  both  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising,  and  in  his  undertakings  has 
met  with  a well-deserved  success.  He  is  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  has  always  taken 
quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  politics, 
and  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  several  official 
positions  of  ' honor  and  trust,  being  poormaster 
twenty  years,  school  director  several  years,  and 
county  commissioner  at  the  present  time,  having 
been  elected  to  that  office  in  1896.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  Susquehanna  County  Agricultural 
Society,-  and  was  a member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee for  several  years.  Physically  he  is  a large 
man,  weighing  about  200  pounds. 

BARONETT  J.  LASURE,  an  honored  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war  and  a leading  farmer  of  Lib- 
erty township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 27,  1840,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  a son  of 
Henry  and  Rachel  (Shurt)  LaSure,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  that  State.  The  paternal 
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grandfather,  James  LaSure,  was  a native  of  France, 
and  on  his  emigration  to  America  located  in  New 
Jersey,  where  his  death  occurred.  Besides  the 
father  of  our  subject,  his  children  were  Joseph,  a 
resident  of  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  Jacob  and  Airs. 
Eliza  Talmage,  both  of  New  Jersey.  The  mater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  Shurt,  who 
at  an  early  day  removed  from  New  Jersey  to  Lib- 
erty township,  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  died,  leaving  two  children : Rachel,  the  mother 

of  our  subject;  and  Nelson,  a resident  of  Tioga 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

On  first  coming  to  Susquehanna  county  Henry 
LaSure,  the  father  of  our  subject,  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  town  of  Susquehanna,  but  a short  time 
afterward  he  moved  to  Snake  Creek,  Liberty  town- 
ship, where  for  a number  of  years  he  followed  the 
mason’s  and  shoemaker's  trades.  He  died  in  1869. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Gansaulas,  in  Franklin  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  their 
family  of  five  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
(2)  Harriet,  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  1843,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  near  her  childhood 
home,  and  first  married  James  Hinchman,  who  was 
a member  of  Company  H,  4th  Pennsylvania  Re- 
serves, during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  from  the 
effects  of  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Snicker's 
Gap,  Va.  Later  she  married  Burdette  Abel,  now 
a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  slit  died, 
leaving  a daughter,  Hattie.  (3)  Catherine,  born 
in  New  Jersey,  in  1845,  married  Wallace  Gansaulas, 
of  Liberty  township,  and  they  reside  near  Brook- 
dale,  that  township.  Their  children  are  William, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
Nellie,  wife  of  a Air.  Wilcot,  of  Hallstead,  Penn.; 
Burton,  a resident  of  Binghamton ; Carrie,  wife  of 
Janies  Hinchman,  of  Brookdale ; and  Leroy,  a resi- 
dent of  Binghamton.  (4)  Dorotha,  born  in  New 
Jersey  in  1847,  married  Virgil  Gansaulas,  of  Lib- 
erty township.  He  was  a member  of  Company  H, 
4th  P.  R.  V.  C,  and  took  part  in  a number  of 
battles  during  the  Civil  war.  He  is  now  a resident 
of  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county.  They 
have  one  son  and  two  daughters,  Leon,  Cora  and 
Vanecie.  (5)  Alary  A.,  born  in  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1851,  married  Benjamin  Sisson,  of 
Brookdale,  where  she  died,  leaving  no  family. 

Reared  011  the  old  home  farm  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, Baronett  J.  LaSure  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Responding  to 
his  country’s  call  for  aid  during  the  dark  days  of 
the  Civil  war,  he  enlisted,  in  June,  1861,  in  Company 
H,  4th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  which  was  sworn 
into  the  United  States  service  at  Camp  Curtin  in 
July,  and  was  first  ordered  to  Washington,  D.  C. 
Under  Gen.  AlcCall,  as  corps  commander,  and  Gen. 
Alead,  as  brigade  commander,  they  did  duty  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley.  Their  first  engagement  was 
at  Drainesville.  Va.,  and  was  followed  by  the  battles 
of  Alechanicsville,  June  26,  1862,  and  Gaines  Alill, 


on  the  Chickahominy,  the  following  day.  They 
were  with  Gen.  McClellan  on  his  Peninsular  cam- 
paign, the  engagements  at  Charles  City  Cross 
Roads,  and  Alalvern  Hill,  on  the  James  river,  in 
July,  1862.  At  the  latter  place  Air.  LaSure  was 
taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and  sent  to  a New 
York  hospital,  where  he  remained  until  March, 
1863,  rejoining  his  regiment  in  time  to  take  part  in 
Gen.  Burnside's  famous  march  through  the  mud. 
His  brigade  then  returned  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
where  they  were  on  duty  at  the  convalescent  camp 
for  some  time,  or  until  Lee’s  invasion  into  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  were  held  in  reserve  during  the  bat- 
tle of  Gettysburg,  and  then  under  Gen.  Cook  went 
with  the  army  into  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  where 
they  participated  in  the  battles  of  Martinsburg, 
Winchester,  Berrysville  and  Fisher’s  Hill.  In  the 
fall  of  1864  they  joined  Gen.  Hunter  and  started 
for  Lynchburg,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Clyde 
Mountain  and  of  Salem  on  the  way,  and  the  bat- 
tle near  Lynchburg.  After  Hunter’s  raid  around 
Lynchburg,  in  which  they  took  part  as  an  independ- 
ent battalion  under  command  of  Capt.  A.  T.  Sweet, 
of  Harford,  Penn.,  they  re-enlisted  at  New  Creek, 
Va.  During  that  raid  the  regiment  was  surrounded 
by  Rebels  while  they  were  covering  Hunter’s  re- 
treat, and  on  their  march  from  Staunton  were 
pressed  so  hard  by  the  enemy  that  they  had  to 
retreat  all  night,  until  reaching  Martinsburg,  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley.  They  were  with  Sheridan  on 
his  raid  down  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  at  Har- 
per’s Ferry  met  Early’s  army.  That  engagement 
was  followed  by  those  at  Winchester,  Berrysville, 
Opequan  Creek,  Fisher’s  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek. 
In  the  spring  of  1865  they  were  transferred  to 
Bermuda  Hundred,  near  City  Point,  Va.,  and  were 
assigned  to  the  24th  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
After  the  engagement  at  Hatcher's  Run,  in  Alarch, 
1865,  they  broke  the  enemy’s  lines  and  marched  to 
Petersburg.  They  captured  Fort  Gregg,  and  then 
marched  down  the  Weldon  railroad  to  the  Appo- 
mattox riyer,  near  High  Briage,  Va.,  where  our 
subject’s  company  was  transferred  to  the  54th  P. 
V.  I.  After  Lee’s  retreat  from  Petersburg-  they 
were  in  the  battle  at  High  Bridge,  on  the  Appo- 
mattox river,  Va.,  April  6,  1865,  and  were  captured 
and  marched  to  Farmersville,  where  the}'’  were  held 
prisoners  for  four  days  before  the  surrender  at 
Appomattox.  They  were  then  forced  to  march  with 
Lee’s  army  on  the  retreat,  and  were  finally  sent  to 
City  Point  and  Annapolis.  On  Alay  31,  1865,  Air. 
LaSure  was  honorably  discharged,  and  returned  to 
his  “home  with  an  army  record  of  which  he  might 
be  justly  proud. 

While  at  home  on  a veteran  furlough,  in 
Alarch,  1864.  Air.  LaSure  married  Aliss  Hattie 
Hinchman,  of  Liberty  township,  a daughter  of  Bar- 
ton and  Mary  Hinchman,  one  of  the  old  New  Jer- 
sey families  that  located  in  Brookdale,  Susquehanna 
county.  On  his  return  from  the  war  our  subject 
and  his  wife  began  their  domestic  life  on  the  farm 
where  he  still  resides.  Here  she  passed  away  in 


322 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


March,  1897,  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
her.  To  them  were  born  eight  children,  namely : 
George,  born  in  1866,  married  Effie  Howard,  of 
Liberty  township,  and  they  now  reside  on  his  farm 
in  that  township;  Marshall,  born  in  1868,  died  at 
the  age  of  nine  years;  Myrtie,  born  in  1871,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Ezra  Ivunkle,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Iva;  Jessie,  born  in 
1873,  married  Alfred  Snow,  of  Franklin  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  died  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Bella;  Rachel  H.,  born  in  1875,  died  when 
eighteen  years  old ; Charles,  born  in  1877,  is  a well- 
to-do  young-  farmer  of  Liberty  township;  Frank, 
born  in  1879,  is  at  home;  and  Etta,  born  in  1882, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  is  now  her 
father's  housekeeper.  Mr.  LaSure  was  again  mar- 
ried, in  April,  1898,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Ellen  Berg,  of  Liberty  township,  and  to  them 
was  born,  on  April  22,  1899,  a son,  Elbert  B. 

The  Republican  party  always  finds  in  Mr. 
LaSure  a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he 
has  most  efficiently  served  as  school  director  of  his 
township  for  several  terms.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Southworth  Post  No.  222,  G.  A.  R.,  and  in 
religious  connection  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church, 
to  the  support  of  which  he  contributes  liberally. 

FRANK  E.  SOLTER  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive young  farmers  of  Lathrop  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  He  is  a native  of  the  township 
where  he  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  agriculture, 
and  during  the  thirty-one  years  of  his  life  he  has 
always  lived  within  its  borders.  Mr.  Squier  is  a be- 
liever in  diversified  farming,  and  his  progressive 
ideas  have  materially  contributed  to  his  success. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  an  honored 
member  have  been  natives  of  Pennsylvania  for 
several  generations.  His  grandfather,  Horton 
Squier,  was  a resident  for  many  years  of  Wyoming 
county,  and  died  at  Nicholson  at  a good  old  age. 
John  Squier,  his  son,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Nicholson,  and  when  a boy  carne  to  Sus- 
quehanna county.  He  married  Sally  Gavitt, 
daughter  of  James  Gavitt.  In  Susquehanna  county 
he  engaged  in  general  farming,  which  he  continued 
all  his  life.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  in  re- 
ligious faith  a Methodist,  and  in  that  Church  he 
was  later  in  life  an  active  worker.  He  died  in 
Lathrop  township,  October  19,  1892 ; his  wife  died 
August  12,  1881.  They  had  four  children:  Delia, 
who  now  resides  with  our  subject;  Rosina,  who  is 
married,  and  lives  in  Lackawanna  county;  Frank 
E.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Bertie,  deceased. 

Frank  E.  Squier,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Hopbottom  borough,  July  27,  1868.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  on  the 
home  farm  in  his  youth  acquired  those  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  application,  and  that  knowledge  of 
general  farming,  which  have  since  assisted  him 
very  materially  in  his  chosen  career  of  agriculture. 
Mr.  Squier  owns  a farm  of  100  acres,  most  of  which 
is  cleared  and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He 


engages  in  general  and  dairy  farming,  keeping  fif- 
teen cows  of  young  stock.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican. He  has  no  aspiration  for  office,  possess- 
ing that  enviable  contentment  with  his  occupation 
which,  combined  with  his  good  judgment  and  in- 
dustry, is  making  him  one  of  the  most  substantial 
and  reliable  citizens  of  Lathrop  township. 

EDWIN  W.  BURNS,  a well-known  farmer 
residing  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, was  born  upon  his  present  farm,  October  6,  1849, 
a son  of  Jonathan  and  Eliza  (Reed)  Burns,  natives 
of  Clifford  and  Harford  townships,  respectively. 
His  paternal  grandparents  were  Jonathan  and  Anna 
(Chase)  Burns,  and  his  great-grandfather  also  bore 
the  name  of  Jonathan.  The  family  was  founded 
in  Clifford  township  by  two  brothers,  David  and 
Jonathan  Burns,  who  walked  from  Otsego  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  1800,  and  located  two  miles  east  of  Dun- 
daff,  on  the  road  leading  to  Belmont. 

During  his  early  life  the  father  of  our  subject 
worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  stone  mason,  but  later 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  the  farm 
where  our  subject  now  resides.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  was  a Democrat.  He  died  December  30, 
1880,  aged  seventy-one  years,  three  months  and 
seventeen  days,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  passed  away 
May  15,  1875,  aged  sixty-four  years,  one  month  and 
twenty-one  days,  their  remains  being  interred  in 
the  Elkdale  cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Alsina,  born  August  28, 
1835,  is  the  widow  of  H.  H.  Hadsell,  and  a resident 
of  Clifford  township;  Byington  T.,  born  August 
11,  1838,  married  Louisa  Burdick,  and  died  June 
23,  1898;  Granville  A.,  born  September  16,  1839, 
wedded  Mary  Lyon,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
St.  Louis  county,  Minn.;  Reed,  born  November  11, 
1844,  married  Libby  Ward,  and  is  a prominent 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Jayman 
A.]  born  September  25,  1847,  married  Adelaide 
Stevens,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Franklin 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; Edwin  W.,  our 
subject,  completes  the  family. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Edwin  W.  Burns 
left  home,  and  began  life  for  himself  by  operating 
a rented  farm  in  Clifford  township  for  six  months. 
Later  he  and  his  brother  Byington  purchased  a 
farm  in  the  same  township,  conducting  it  together 
for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  our  subject 
sold  Ins  interest  to  his  brother  and  bought  his  pres- 
ent fine  farm  of  104  acres.  He  has  since  devoted 
his  energies  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation,  and 
has  converted  it  into  one  of  the  most  desirable  places 
of  the  locality.  He  is  independent  in  politics,  and 
gives  his  support  to  any  measure  which  he  believes 
calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 

In  Bethany,  Penn.,  Mr.  Burns  was  married,  in 
February,  1870,  to  Miss  Evalvn  E.  Burdick,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  two  sons : Burton,  who  mar- 
ried Bessie  Stevens,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Clifford  township;  and  Frederick,  who  married 
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Juliet  McPherson,  and  lives  with  his  father.  Mrs. 
Burns  was  born  in  Clifford  township,  March  14, 
1853,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Harriet  A.  (Bak- 
er) Burdick,  also  natives  of  Clifford  township, 
where  the  father,  who  was  born  March  27,  1820, 
is  now  living  retired.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer.  The  mother  was  born  March  1,  1822,  and 
died  May  4,  1889,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Elkdale 
cemetery.  They  had  five  children:  Juliet  A.  M., 
born  February  1,  1845,  is  now  the  widow  of  Otis 
Reynolds,  and  a resident  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; 
Mary  L.,  born  November  4,  1846,  is  the  widow  of 
Byington  T.  Burns,  a brother  of  our  subject,  and 
lives  on  an  adjoining  farm;  Harriet  L.,  born  Octo- 
ber 22,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  N.  E.  Rice,  a wealthy 
retired  citizen  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  who  has  large 
coal  interests ; Evalyn  E.  is  next  in  the  family ; and 
Owen  D.,  born  June  27,  1855,  is  living  retired  in 
Carbondale.  Mrs.  Burns’  paternal  grandparents 
were  Simeon  and  Catherine  (Broton)  Burdick,  and 
her  maternal  grandparents  were  Isaac  and  Lavisa 
(Barnes)  Baker,  who  were  born  in  Canada,  of 
English  extraction,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  at  an  early  day.  In  his  younger  days  Mr. 
Baker  was  a sailor,  again  took  up  that  calling  after 
lhs  removal  to  this  State,  and  was  lost  at  sea. 

ROSCOE  SHERIDAN,  a progressive  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  of  Susquehanna  county,  owning 
and  operating  a good  farm  in  Clifford  township,  is 
a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in  Lenox 
township,  November  4,  1848.  His  father,  Francis 
Sheridan,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  and  a son  of  Con- 
stantine Sheridan,  a farmer,  who  spent  his  entire 
life  in  the  Emerald  Isle.  In  his  family  were  five 
children,  namely:  Philip,  who  died  in  Ireland;  Fran- 
cis, father  of  our  subject;  Rose,  who  married  John 
Cadden,  and  died  in  Lenox  township ; Patrick,  who 
died  in  McKean  county,  Penn. ; and  John,  who  is 
still  a resident  of  that  county. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Francis  Sheridan 
left  his  old  home  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  and 
came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
In  this  country  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Gilbert,  a na- 
tive of  Susquehanna  county,  and  a ’ daughter  of 
Eliab  Gilbert,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and  died 
on  his  farm  in  Lenox  township.  She  was  second  in 
the  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  four  children,  the 
others  being  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Patrick  Sheri- 
dan ; Harriet,  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
and  Eliba,  a railroad  conductor,  who  died  in  Lacka- 
wanna county,  Penn.  By  trade  the  father  of  our 
subject  was  a tailor,  but  he  followed  farming  to  a 
considerable  extent.  He  died  in  April,  1877,  aged 
sixty  years,  the  mother  in  September,  1897,  aged 
sixty-five,  and  both  were  buried  at  Nicholson,  Penn. 
Their  children  were  Roscoe,  our  subject;  Alice, 
Avife  of  Charles  Powers,  a farmer  of  Lenox  town- 
ship ; Cordean  and  Philip,  both  residents  of  Scran- 
ton ; Alzira,  wife  of  Giles  Mittan,  a resident  of  Clif- 


ford ; and  John,  Hattie,  Eliab  and  James,  all  de- 
ceased. 

Roscoe  Sheridan  remained  with  his  parents 
until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  and  then  removed  to 
a farm  of  his  own  in  Lenox  township,  where  he 
resided  until  locating  upon  his  present  place,  in 
1893.  He  is  an  energetic  and  enterprising  farmer, 
of  progressive  ideas,  and  the  well-tilled  fields  and 
neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his  place  indicate  his 
careful  supervision  and  good  business  ability.  He  is 
a genial,  pleasant  gentleman,  who  makes  many 
friends,  and  has  the  happy  faculty  of  being  able  to 
retain  them.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the 
Democratic  party. 

On  July  27,  1873,  in  Clifford,  Mr.  Sheridan 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Arminda  Wil- 
son, and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children:  Fred- 
erick, Frank,  Bert,  Harry,  Clarence  and  May,  all  at 
home.  Mrs.  Sheridan  was  born  in  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  July  5,  1853,  and  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Lafayette  and  Nancy  (Bell)  Wilson,  the 
former  a native  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Lenox 
township.  When  young  the  father  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  with  his  parents,  and  he  followed 
farming  in  Lenox  township  throughout  his  active 
business  life.  He  died  December  9,  1895,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  April  5,  1882,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-seven,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Clifford  cemetery. 
In  religious  belief  they  were  Baptists.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  William 
Cole;  Alzina,  wife  of  Clayton  Weatherby,  of  Car- 
bondale, Penn.;  Arminda,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Almira,  who  died  young.  Mrs.  Sheridan’s  paternal 
grandfather,  John  Wilson,  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  an  early  settler  of  Lenox  township.  Her 
maternal  grandfather  was  Sterling  Bell. 

URBANE  B.  LOTT.  First  as  farmer,  more 
recently  as  farmer  and  merchant,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  made  his  way  steadily  to  public  recogni- 
tion as  an  enterprising,  sagacious  and  successful 
business  man.  He  began  in  the  background.  For 
seven  years  after  attaining  his  majority  he  was  a 
farm  hand,  working  for  monthly  wages.  Thus  he 
hardened  his  sinews,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  a 
progress  that  has  been  a fitting  sequel  of  an  illus- 
trious ancestry.  He  is  a native  of  northeastern  Penn- 
sylvania, and  his  ancestors  were  men  and  women 
of  prominence  in  their  day  and  generation,  inured  to 
toil,  and  worthy  of  the  rich  success  they  attained. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  September  29,  1853,  a son  of  Solo- 
mon and  Phcebe  A.  (Brundage)  Lott.  Solomon 
Lott  was  born  in  Monroe  township,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  about  1812,  son  of  Ichabod  Lott,  a pioneer  of 
that  county.  Reared  a farmer  lad,  the  father  of  our 
subject  followed  that  vocation  through  life.  He 
married  Phoebe  A.  Brundage,  daughter  of  John 
and  Pollie  (Waymer)  Brundage,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  England  and  a pioneer  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. In  1865  Solomon  Lott  moved  with  his  family 
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to  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where 
he  died  in  1877,  aged  sixty-five  years.  His  wife 
died  m 1875,  aged  sixty-one  years;  she  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  To  Solomon  and  Phoebe 
Lott  were  born  children  as  follows  : Angeline,  widow 
of  Eliezer  Ellsworth,  of  Harford  township ; .Cath- 
erine, of  Lenoxville,  widow  of  George  Miller;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Daniel  S.  Robinson,  a farmer  of  Lenox- 
ville; Collins,  a contractor  of  Forest  City,  Penn.; 
Sherman,  a farmer  of  Harford  township;  Jerome,  a 
farmer  of  Franklin  township;  Mary,  wife  of  Dan- 
iel P.  Little,  a farmer  of  Brooklyn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; Martha,  who  married  H.  1 . Lew- 
is, and  is  now  deceased ; Alice,  wife  of  Ernest  Ells- 
worth, of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county; 
Urbane  B.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Melvin, 
who  died  young. 

Urbane  B.  Lott,  our  subject,  was  reared  on  the 
farm  of  his  parents,  where  lie  remained  until  he  at- 
tained his  majority.  Then  for  seven  years  he  worked 
by  the  month  011  various  farms.  He  was  married 
December  24,  1881,  in  New  Milford  township,  to 
Miss  Katie  A.  Moore,  who  was  born  in  Harford 
township,  February  17,  1861,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Demis  (Watrous)  Moore.  Joseph  Moore,  her 
fatlier,  was  born  near  the  Catskill  Mountains,  in 
New  York,  January  23,  1814,  son  of  Joseph  Moore, 
Sr.,  a tailor  by  trade.  I11  1835,  when  Joseph  Moore, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Lott,  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  He 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  wagon  making,  and  was 
married,  April  26,  1839,  to  Demis  Watrous,  who 
was  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  December  T 5,  1S19,  daughter  of  Linus  and 
Sarah  (Luce)  Watrous.  Linus  Watrous  died  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  his  wife  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  in  Harford  township.  After  his  marriage, 
in  1839,  Joseph  Moore  settled  in  Harford  township, 
where  he  farmed  through  life.  Himself  and  wife 
were  prominent  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  died  September  11,  1894,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  March  25,  1873,  To  Joseph  and  De- 
mis Moore  were  born  the  following  children : Hon. 
Linus  W.,  born  August  20,  1841,  married  Jennie  A. 
Carpenter,  for  manv  years  was  engaged  in  the  milk 
business  at  New  Milford,  and  served  in  the  State 
Legislature;  Chancey  F.,  born  September  26,  1843, 
was  killed  January  23,  1864,  by  a falling  tree ; Sarah 
E.,  born  March  6,  1851,  is  the  widow  of  Edmond 
Tiffany,  of  Harford  township;  Amanda  L.,  born 
January  19,  1853,  married  (first)  Oscar  Brewster, 
and  (second)  Rev.  S.  B.  York,  a M.  E.  minister; 
Julia  L.,  born  March  14,  1855,  lives  in  Harford  vil- 
lage ; Willie,  born  January  27,  1S57,  died  in  infancy ; 
Miles  J.,  born  June  3,  1858,  died  in  infancy;  Kate 
A.,  wife  of  our  subject,  born  February  17,  1861, 
was  the  youngest  of  the  family.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  has  been  born  one  child,  Ethel  J.,  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  purchased  the 
farm  of  115  acres,  in  Harford  township,  which  he 
has  since  continued  to  operate.  He  began  a mercan- 
tile busines  at  Harford,  November  1,  1898,  keep- 


ing a line  of  groceries,  confectionery,  etc.,  and  con- 
ducting this  business  successfully  m addition  to 
farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lott  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics  our  subject 
is  a Republican.  He  is  a man  of  force  of  character 
and  of  shrewd  business  ability,  ranking  as  one  of 
the  prominent  men  of  the  township. 

LEMUEL  W.  TITMAN,  one  of  the  success-  , 
ful  agriculturists  of  Auburn  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  a native  of  Warren  county,  N.  J., 
born  September  13,  1845,  and  is  a son  of  Philip 
Titmaii  and  grandson  of  George  Titman.  George 
Titrnan  was  also  a native  of  Warren  county,  N.  J. 
He  married  Mary  Teeter,  and  they  reared  a family 
of  eight  children — seven  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Philip  Titman  was  born  in  Blair  township, 
Warren  county,  and  there  passed  his  youth  and 
earlier  manhood,  marrying  Miss  Jane  Mann,  who 
was  born  in  Warren  county  in  1823,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Mary  Mann.  To  their  union  were  born 
children  as  follows : Mary  E.,  who  is  the  widow  of 
David  Voss,  of  Auburn  Four  Corners ; Hon.  De- 
witt C.,  living  retired  in  Montrose,  Penn.,  who  was 
formerly  an  extensive  dealer  in  all  kinds  of  stock, 
wool  and  farm  produce  and  also  a prosperous  mer- 
chant, is  a director  in  the  bank,  and  represented 
his  district  in  the  Legislature  for  two  terms; 
Lemuel  W.,  whose  name  introduces  these  lines ; 
Emily,  wife  of  Andrew  L.  Van  Gorden,who  conducts 
a tea  business  in  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Elias,  a farmer 
and  speculator  of  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  John  J.,  living  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Dimock  township ; and  Jerdon,  who  died  in  Buena. 
Vista.  The  father  of  this  family  come  to  Susque- 
hanna county  in  1857,  locating  first  at  Elk  Lake 
and  later  in  the  western  part  of  Dimock  township, 
on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  son  John  J.,  where 
he  died  in  March,  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery. 
Mr.  Titman  was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and,  in  politics,  a stanch  Democrat,  and  he  was  a 
man  of  prominence  in  his  day,  taking  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  affairs — moral  and  material — of  his 
adopted  county.  While  in  New  Jersey  he  conduct- 
ed a hotel,  foundry,  sawmill,  blacksmithing  and 
wheelwright  shop,  and  was  also  successful  as  a 
farmer  and  drover,  proving  his  ability  as  a business- 
man in  everything  he  undertook.  On  his  arrival 
in  the  county  he  purchased  150  acres  of  land  in 
Dimock  township,  where  he  first  located,  and  he 
subsequently  became  the  owner  of  other  tracts. 
He  carried  on  his  stock  speculations  both  in  War- 
ren and  Susquehanna  counties.  He  and  his  son, 
Dewitt  C.,  served  in  the  Civil  war.  His  widow 
made  her  home  with  her  son  John,  in  Dimock  town- 
township,  until  her  death,  March  5,  1899;  she  was 
laid  to  rest  at  Jersey  Hill. 

Lemuel  W.  Titman  lived  with  his  parents  up 
to  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  local  schools  and  a thorough  trainin 
in  agriculture  on  the  home  farm.  He  operated 
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farm  for  his  father-in-law  for  one  year,  and  subse- 
quently rented  different  farms  for  a few  years, 
finally  purchasing  a farm  at  Auburn  Four  Corners 
on  which  he  resided  for  three  years  and  which  he 
finally  traded  for  his  present  place  in  Auburn  town- 
ship. He  devotes  his  land  to  general  crops,  and  has 
met  with  success  throughout  his  career  as  a farmer, 
gaining  an  enviable  reputation  as  a progressive,  in- 
dustrious and  systematic  agriculturist  which  he  well 
deserves.  By  steady  work  and  good  management 
he  has  accumulated  a good  property  and  made  for 
himself  a position  among  the  prosperous  farmers 
of  his  section,  where  he  is  well  known  and  highly 
respected.  Mr.  Titman  is  a zealous  member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  stew- 
ard for  eight  years,  and  as  trustee  for  the  past  four 
years.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Mr.  Titman  married,  July  4,  1867,  for  his  firs: 
wife,  Miss  Jennie  S.  Van  Campen,  the  ceremom' 
taking  place  at  Tunkhannock,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  five  children : Marshall,  who  is  manager 
of  a tea  store  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  (he  married  Etta 
Kerbaugh)  ; Myrtle,  who  married  L.  W.  Abbott,  M. 
D.,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  now  practicing  at  Water- 
bury,  Conn.;  Edith  B. ; and  Talmage  and  Beulah, 
at  home.  The  mother  of  these  was  born  in  1847  in 
Y arren  county,  N.  J.,  daughter  of  William  Van 
Campen,  and  died  in  March,  1888 ; she  sleeps  her 
last  sleep  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  In  December, 
1889,  Mr.  Titman  was  married,  in  Auburn  township, 
to  Miss  Bettie  Fessenden,  who  was  born  in  Mont- 
rose, Penn.,  daughter  of  Charles  H.  and  Polly 
(Russell)  Fessenden.  There  are  no  children  by  the 
second  marriage. 

JOHN  J.  TITMAN,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  countv,  was  born 
October  18,  1853,  i11  Blair  township,  Warren  Co., 
N.  J.,  son  of  Philip  and  Jane  (Mann)  Titman,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county  when 
four  years  of  age.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Dimock 
township,  obtaining  a common-school  education, 
and  assisted  his  father  in  the  duties  of  the  home 
farm  until  he  reached  his  majority,  when  he  began 
life  on  his  own  account.  For  three  years  he  was 
engaged  in  selling  wagons,  as  agent,  in  Susque- 
hanna and  Wyoming  counties,  meanwhile  living  on 
the  old  homestead,  which  he  purchased  after  his 
marriage  and  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  The 
property  consists  of  150  acres  of  valuable  land,  all 
cleared  and  under  cultivation,  and  since  the  place 
passed  to  his  ownership  Mr.  Titman  has  made  $3,- 
000  worth  of  improvements  in  buildings  alone,  in 
1883  erecting  the  barn,  35x45  feet  in  dimensions, 
with  18-foot  posts  and  basement,  and  in  1884  his 
present  residence,  which  cost  $2,000.  He  has  spared 
no  pains  to  make  his  home  and  farm  complete  in 
every  detail,  and  he  has  engaged  successfully  in 
general  agriculture  and  dairying",  keeping  eighteen 
cows.  He  has  altogether  some  thirty  head  of  cattle, 
sheep,  etc.,  and  forty  hogs,  doing  an  all-rcund  agri- 


cultural business,  in  which  he  has  been  deservedly 
prosperous.  In  1897  he  purchased  150  acres  of  im- 
proved land  in  Auburn  township,  and  he  also  owns 
a house  and  lot  in  Dimock  township.  Like  his  fa- 
ther, Mr.  Titman  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party,  acting  independently, 
however,  in  local  elections.  He  has  been  honored 
with  election  to  various  local  offices,  serving  as 
supervisor  (for  tlnee  years),  overseer  of  the  poor 
(two  terms),  and  school  director,  in  an  able  and 
satisfactory  manner.  He  attends  the  M.  E.  Church, 
to  whicti  he  gives  a liberal  support. 

Mr.  Titman  was  married  in  Auburn  township 
to  Miss  Marcella  Love,  daughter  of  Newell  and 
Anna  (Fox)  Love,  and  they  have  had  four  chil- 
dren, born  as'  follows:  Guy,  July  17,  1883;  Lucy, 
December  7,  1885;  Waai,  January  11,  1892  (de- 
ceased at  the  age  of  tw<^  ars)  ; Floyd,  November 
7,  1894. 

MRS.  RUTH  ANN  NEELY,  residing  upon 
a farm  in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a 
native  of  that  county,  born  February  3,  1829,  in 
Canaan  township,  and  is  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Deborah  (Cartwright)  Stanton.  She  is  the  eldest 
of  their  four  children,  the  others  being.  Catherine, 
wife  of  Daniel  T.  Leonard,  of  Clinton  township ; 
Joseph,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county  ; 
and  Franklin,  of  Clinton  township. 

At  Clinton,  January  4,  1852,  our  subject  was 
married,  by  Rev.  H.  Curtis,  to  Samuel  Hinds,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children : Malinda 
Adeline,  now  the  wife  of  Edmund  Beckwith,  by 
whom  she  has  six  children — Orvil  Edmund,  Minnie 
Blanche,  Ward  Benton,  Cora  Inez,  Claud  Samuel 
and  Coe ; and  William,  who  is  living  on  the  old 
homestead  with  his  mother.  Mr.  Hinds  was  a 
native  of  Jefferson  township,  and  in  early  life  pur- 
chased property  in  Clinton  township,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  in  1865.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  Civil  war. 

On  August  22,  1868,  Mrs.  Hinds  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Alexander  Neely,  a native  of  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  who  was  also  one  of  the 
brave  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  trying 
days  of  the  Civil  war,  being"  a member  of  the  22nd 
P.  V.  I.  Being  caotured  by  the  Rebels,  he  was 
confined  in  a prison  in  Florida  for  eight  months. 
He  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
partv,  and  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  to  which  his  widow  also  belongs.  His  death 
occurred  November  25,  1892,  and  since  that  time 
Mrs.  Neely  has  made  her  home  with  her  son  Will- 
iam, on  the  farm  in  Clinton  township.  Wherever 
known  she  is  held  in  high  regard,  and  has  a host 
of  friends  throughout  the  county. 

PATRICK  T.  SKELLY,  who  is  at  present 
serving  as  tax  collector  in  Texas  township.  Wayne 
countv,  is  a well-known  agriculturist  of  the  region 
and  a native  of  the  county,  born  in  September,  1854, 
in  Wavmart. 
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James  Skelly,  father  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  these  lines,  was  born  in  1828  in 
Longford,  Ireland,  and  was' one  of  a family  of  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz.:  Pat- 
rick, Edward,  John,  James,  Mary,  Catherine  and 
Bridget,  all  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.  James  Skelly 
left  County  Longford  in  1847,  and  made  the 
journey  to  the  New  World  with  his  sister  Cather- 
ine, who  was  married  here  to  William  Kelly,  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  and  died  in  1869,  leaving  a family  of 
nine  children,  four  sons  and  five  daughters.  After 
his  arrival  in  Wayne  county  James  Skelly  decided 
to  settle  in  Texas  township,  where  for  a few  years 
he  worked  on  the  canal.  In  1851  he  married  Eliza- 
beth McDermott,  and  the  young  couple  made  their 
home  in  Waymart,  Mr.  Skelly  engaging  in  railroad 
work  with  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co.,  with  whom 
he  continued  until  his  death.  May  18,  1861.  He 
was  killed  while  uncoupling  a car  at  Waymart,  and 
he  was  laid  to  rest  at  Honesdale.  The  following 
year  Mrs.  Skelly  moved  to  Tracyville,  and  there  re- 
sided until  she  passed  away,  February  .24,  1894, 
occupying  the  home  which  her  son  Patrick  now 
owns  and  lives  in.  After  her  husband’s  death  she 
experienced  many  struggles,  and  made  many  sacri- 
fices to  keep  her  little  family  together  until  they 
were  able  to  earn  a living  for  themselves,  but  she 
succeeded  in  rearing  them  in  comfort,  gave  them 
good  practical  educations,  and  lived  to  see  them  all 
respected  citizens  and  useful  men  and  women,  who 
reflected  credit  on  their  early  training.  She  and 
her  husband  were  earnest  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  she  was  a zealous  worker  in  Church 
and  charitable  interests.  Of  the  children,  Michael, 
born  September  11,  1852,  at  Honesdale,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Tracyville,  and  now  resides 
in  Sidney,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a glass 
manufacturer ; in  1889  he  married  Miss  Katie 
O’Malley,  of  Hawley,  and  they  have  one  son, 
James.  Mary  Skelly,  born  in  August,  1856,  in 
Waymart,  is  now  the  wife  of  L.  W.  Willard,  who 
is  engaged  in  business  in  New  York  City;  they 
have  two  children,  Dorsey  and  Gertrude.  Susan 
Skelly,  born  at  Waymart  November  24,  1859,  mar- 
ried Frederick  Berg,  of  New  York  City,  and  now 
resides  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Mr.  Berg  being  clerk 
in  a hotel  in  Karney  street ; they  have  no  children. 

Patrick  J.  Skelly  attended  the  Tracyville 
schools  in  his  boyhood,  and  commenced  work  at  an 
early  age  with  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co., 
slating  coal  on  the  dock.  In  1873,  while  engaged 
in  railroad  work,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  break 
a limb,  but  he  recovered.  In  1876  he  begun  boating 
on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal,  and  he  continued 
in  that  line  until  1893,  running  from  Honesdale  to 
Rondout,  a distance  of  108  miles.  Since  abandon- 
ing this  business  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming, 
and  after  his  mother's  death  he  purchased  the  in- 
terests of  the  other  heirs  in  the  Skelly  homestead, 
in  Tracyville,  which  he  now  occupies.  His  home 
is  one  of  the  most  comfortable  and  pleasant  in  the 


neighborhood,  and  Mr.  Skelly  has  exerted  himself 
to  improve  his  property  in  a way  which  enhances 
both  its  value  and  appearance.  He  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  public  affairs  in  the  township,  and  in 
February,  1897,  he  was  elected  tax  collector,  in 
which  office  he  has  since  served  with  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned,  having  been  re-elected  February 
20,  1900,  by  a large  majority.  His  political  sympa- 
thies are  with  the  Democratic  party,  in  whose  in- 
terests he  is  an  active  worker,  and  his  fellow  citi- 
zens have  shown  their  appreciation  of  his  efforts 
by  sending  him  as  delegate  to  convention  a number 
of  times. 

MILTON  HARRIS,  Jr.,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  dairying  on  his  farm  of  sixty 
acres  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
which  is  part  of  the  old  Harris  homestead,  has  been 
one  of  the  most  active  business  men  of  this  section 
for  years,  prior  to  his  father’s  death  attending  to 
his  interests,  which  were  extensive. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Auburn  township, 
on  part  of  his  present  farm,  on  October  15,  1841, 
son  of  Milton  and  Sallv  F.  (Bennett)  Harris,  who 
were  natives  of  Rhode  Island,  the  father  horn  Janu- 
ary 28,  1796,  the  mother  January  4,  1802.  They 
met  and  married  in  Auburn,  whither  the  father 
came  in  an  early  day,  taking  up  land  in  what  was  at 
that  time  a wilderness  and  eventually  acquiring  a 
valuable  property.  -At  his  death  he  owned  214 
acres)  and  he  had  previously  sold  180  acres,  though 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Auburn  township  he 
had  only  capital  enough  to  buy  an  ax.  However, 
he  had  plenty  of  determination  and  perseverance, 
and  he  commenced  lumbering,  cleared  off  his  land, 
put  it  under  cultivation,  and  in  connection  with 
farming  operated  several  sawmills.  He  lost  con- 
siderable in  his  later  years  through  the  failure  of  the 
W.  H.  Cooper  bank  at  Montrose.  Mr.  Harris  was 
a good  manager,  thrifty  and  progressive,  and  he  be- 
came prominent  in  the  county  of  his  adoption, 
winning  his  own  way  to  a foremost  rank  among 
the  prosperous  business  men  and  large  landowners. 
He  passed  away  March  30,  1876,  his  wife  October 
5>  1897. 

Milton  Harris,  Jr.,  remained  under  the  par- 
ental roof  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
gaining  a thorough  knowledge  of  farming  and 
business  methods  while  assisting  his  father  in  his 
various  interests.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  locality.  On  commencing  life 
for  himself  he  engaged  in  huckstering  for  three 
years,  and  he  subsequently  operated  his  father’s 
farms  and  mills  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  since 
which  time  he  has  lived  on  his  present  farm,  which 
comprises  sixty  acres  of  productive  and  valuable 
land.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying, 
and  gives  careful  attention  to  all  the  details  of  his 
work,  meeting  with  the  success  he  deserves.  Mr. 
Harris  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  township  affairs, 
and  his  public-spiritedness  has  been  recognized  by 
his  fellow  citizens,  who  have  placed  him  in  various 
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positions  of  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  dis- 
charged to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned, 
laboring  as  faithfully  for  the  public  welfare  as  he 
does  for  the  advancement  of  his  private  affairs. 
Ide  has  served  ably  as  school  director  (for  six 
years),  auditor  (three  years),  and  director  of  the 
asylum  for  the  poor  of  Rush  and  Auburn  townships 
(for  three  years).  His  political  affiliation  is  with 
the  Republican  party.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  at  Auburn  Center. 

On  December  23,  1866,  Mr.  Harris  was  mar- 
ried, at  Laceyville,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Susanna  L.  Pier- 
son, and  they  have  had  one  child,  Emma  T.,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  T.  S.  James,  a farmer  of  East 
Rush  township,  and  has  four  children.  Mrs.  Harris 
was  born  August  8,  1845,  in  Auburn  township, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (White)  Pierson, 
who  settled  in  Auburn  township  in  the  spring  of 
1841,  coming  from  Warren  county,  N.  J.  They 
lived  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Charles  W.  Pierson.  Joseph  Pierson  became  quite 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  took  an  active  part 
in  religious  matters,  helping  to  erect  the  first  M.  P. 
church  in  the  township,  in  which  he  served  as  trus- 
tee until  his  death,  which  occurred  August  22,  1865. 
His  wife  survived  until  September  28,  1886. 

H.  I.  COURTRIGHT,  a well-known  black- 
smith of  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  is  a man  whose 
sound  judgment,  combined  with  fine  ability  in  me- 
chanical lines,  has  enabled  him  to  attain  a substan- 
tial success  in  life.  He  belongs  to  a highly-respect- 
ed pioneer  family  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Courtright’s  grandfather,  Cornelius  Court- 
right,  was  a native  of  Delaware  township,  Pike 
county,  and  throughout  his  eventful  career  was 
engaged  as  a school  teacher,  farmer  and  cloth 
weaver.  He  married  Hannah  Steele,  also  a native 
of  Pike  county,  and  both  were  of  Dutch  descent. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Sarah  became  the 
wife  of  James  Rosenkrans,  of  Minnesota,  and 
reared  a large  family.  Eleanor,  born  April  12, 
1818,  married  Henry  Beehn,  a resident  of  Milford, 
Penn.,  and  died  in  1887.  Maria  married  Garret 
Brown,  who  lived  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  Penn.,  and 
died  in  1893.  Amanda  married  John  Victor  Quick, 
and  died  in  June,  1899,  her  husband  preceding  her 
to  the  grave.  Daniel  never  married.  W.  H.  was 
the  father  of  our  subject.  Henry  M.,  a farmer  of 
Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  married  Amanda 
Van  Etten.  Cecelia  married  John  Ritelich,  of  Dela- 
ware township,  and  died  in  1886.  W.  W.,  born 
September  15,  1833,  married  Hannah  Van  Inwig- 
gen,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Phoebe  (Van  Aken) 
Van  Inwiggen,  and  their  children  are  Emeline, 
Annie,  Charles  P.  and  Margaret. 

W.  H.  Courtright,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Delaware  township,  April  12,  1828,  and 
when  a young  man  learned  the  wayon  maker's 
trade.  He  worked  for  Heller  & Scofield,  in  Port 
Jervis,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war  worked  at  his  trade  for  the  United  States 


government  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Returning  to 
Port  Jervis,  he  worked  for  John  McAllister  at 
wagonmaking,  and  also  made  tread-power  ma- 
chines for  that  gentleman  to  saw  wood  for  the  Erie 
Railroad  Co.  Thence  going  to  Milford  he  engaged 
with  George  Heller,  son  of  John  M.  Heller,  under 
whom  he  learned  his  trade,  and  finally  embarked 
in  business  on  Ins  own  account,  being  still  engaged 
thus  in  Milford.  Fie  has  held  various  minor  offices, 
serving  as  tax  collector,  etc.,  and  on  February  20, 
1900,  was  re-elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  a term 
of  five  years.  He  was  married  at  Milford,  in  June, 
1847,  1°  Miss  Louisa  Stidd,  who  was  born  Mav 
24,  1829,  a daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Sally  (Goble) 
Stidd.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namely:  Louis  Cass,  born  in  1849,  died  in  1852; 
Victor,  born  in  1852,  died  the  same  year;  H.  I.  is 
next  in  the  family;  Alice,  born  February  14,  1855, 
is  the  widow  of  George  W.  Drake,  once  associate 
judge,  and  resides  in  Milford,  Penn.;  W.  C.,  born 
December  25,  1857,  married  Eliza  Walkest,  and  is 
a painter  in  Matamoras;  and  Flora,  born  January 
8,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  Chauncey  Watson,  and  resides 
in  Milford. 

H.  I.  Courtright  was  born  June  17,  1853,  in 
Deerpark  town,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  when  a 
mere  boy  entered  his  father’s  shop,  wdiere  he  was 
employed  for  seven  years,  losing  but  one  month 
during  the  entire  time.  He  thoroughly  mastered 
the  business  in  its  various  departments,  and  for 
thirteen  years  worked  at  the  manufacturing  of 
wagon  spokes  for  Jacob  Ivlaer,  Sr.,  and  Jacob  Klaer, 
Jr.,  in  Milford,  Penn.  At  different  times  he  has  been 
engaged  in  various  enterprises,  being  a stage  driver 
in  Pike  county  for  one  and  a half  years.  He  was 
also  interested  in  the  lumber  business  at  Milford, 
and  was  a builder  and  repairer  of  cabs,  etc.,  for  the 
Erie  Railroad  Co.,  for  seven  years.  On  coming  to 
Matamoras  he  opened  a blacksmith  and  wagon  mak- 
ing shop,  which  he  has  since  successfully  conduct- 
ed, besides  being  official  repairman  for  the  League  of 
American  Wheelmen  of  Pennsylvania.  He  is  an  ex- 
pert mechanic  and  reliable  business  man,  and  has 
met  with  well  deserved  success  in  his  operations. 

On  October  16,  1873,  at  Sparrowbush,  N.  Y., 
Mr.  Courtright  was  united  in  marriage  with!  Miss 
Sarah  Ellen  De  Witt,  who  was  born  December  23, 
1849,  and  was  one  of  the  fourteen  children  born 
to  Jacob  P.  and  Susan  (White)  De  Witt,  natives 
of  Pike  county,  Penn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Courtright 
have  one  child,  Lillian,  who  was  born  August  10, 
1874,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Martin  Fisher,  of 
Matamoras. 

Like  his  father  and  grandfather,  Mr.  Court- 
right  is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and  its 
principles,  and  he  has  been  honored  with  a number 
of  important  offices,  serving  as  constable  of  Milford 
borough  in  1884-83,  and  as  collector  of  State  and 
county  taxes  in  1879.  He  has  also  served  efficiently 
as  sheriff  of  Pike  county,  and  is  the  only  one  holding 
that  office  who  has  been  compelled  to  hang  a criminal. 
Whether  in  public  or  private  life,  his  duties  are  al- 
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Ways  most  faithfully  discharged,  and  he  has  thus 
won  the  commendation  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
him.  On  May  13,  1874,  he  joined  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  held  office  in  his 
lodge  for  the  past  ten  and  a half  years,  during  which 
time  he  has  missed  but  seven  meetings.  Fie  has 
passed  all  the  chairs,  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
members  of  the  local  organization.  He  also  l}elongs 
tc  the  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Mechanics 
and  is  trustee  in  that  order.  He  and  his  wife  belong 
to  Hope  Evangelical  Church  of  Matamoras. 

• 

ASHER  ENSLIN  (deceased),  who  in  his  life- 
time was  a prominent  farmer  of  Lake  township, 
Wayne  county,  was  one  of  the  county’s  most  popular 
and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens,  and  on  his  retire- 
ment from  active  life  he  made  his  home  in  the  thriv- 
ing little  village  of  Gravity,  where  he  owned  an  ele- 
gant residence.  He  was  the  son  of  George  and 
Sarah  (Swingle)  Enslin,  mention  of  whom  is  made 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  Enslin,  our  subject,  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  of  his  parents,  April  1,  1828,  and  worked 
for  them  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  and  six 
months  old,  receiving  wages  for  the  odd  six  months. 
He  then  purchased  a team,  and  hauled  iron  used  in 
the  constuction  of  the  York  & Erie  railroad,  his  route 
being  between  Scranton  and  Archbald;  but  at  the 
end  of  three  months  he  sold  out  and  returned  home, 
remaining  there  a short  time.  His  uncle,  Fred  Ens- 
lin, having  a pair  of  mules  which  he  wished  to  have 
broken  in,  our  subject  took  them  in  hand,  and  with 
them  hauled  iron,  lime  and  stone  from  Scranton  to 
Archbald.  About  this  time  he  married,  as  will  pres- 
ently be  recorded,  and  he  and  his  wife  then  came  to 
the  village  of  Gravity,  where  he  built  a home,  practi- 
cally without  assistance  as  he  paid  only'  six  dollars 
for  help ; but  at  the  end  of  a few  months  they  re- 
moved to  Cherry  Ridge  township,  in  the  same  coun- 
ty, and  there  worked  by  the  dav  for  a tannery  opera- 
ted by  L.  A.  Robinson,  kept  boarders,  stocked  one 
sawmill  with  logs,  and  cleared  thirteen  acres  of  wild 
land — the  first  clearing  in  that  section.  After  two 
years  they  returned  to  Gravity,  where  Mr.  Enslin 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming  exclusively  till 
1872,  in  which  year,  in  company  with  J.  S.  Welsh, 
lie  opened  a general  merchandise  store  in  the  village, 
which  they  conducted  some  five  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  our  subject  sold  out,  and  continued  his 
farming  and  lumbering  interests  until  1893,  when 
he  retired,  in  the  meantime  renting  out  and  selling  a 
portion  of  his  land.  He  died  February  1,  1899,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  his  wife  Rhoda  A.,  in 
East  Cemetery.  At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  owned 
a 121-acre  farm  in  South  Canaan  township,  on  which 
there  has  been  considerable  prospecting  and  drilling 
for  gold.  In  order  to  show  how  he  disposed  of  his 
property  by  sale,  from  time  to  time,  it  may  be  here 
mentioned  that  his  late  place  of  seventy-five  acres, 
in  Lake  township,  is  a part  of  what  was  300-acres 
owned  by  him  some  th'irty-'five  years  ago. 

On  November  10.  1850,  in  South  Canaan  town- 


ship, Wayne  county,  by  Rev.  William  M.  Griffin,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  Asher  Enslin  was 
married  to  Miss  Rhoda  A.  Robinson,  who  died  child- 
less, August  28,  1894,  and  was  buried  in  East  Ceme- 
tery, South  Canaan  township.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Elizabeth  (Swingle)  Robinson,  long  residents  of 
Wayne  county. 

In  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Enslin  was  a 
Democrat,  “dyed  in  the  wool,”  until  three  or  four 
years  ago,  after  which  he  voted  the  Prohibition  tick- 
et. Fie  was  drafted  in  1864,  but  paid  a substitute 
$1,000.  In  religious  faith  he  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  As  will  be  seen  in 
the  perusal  of  this  brief  biography  of  a representa- 
tive self-made  man — one  who  rose  'from  a poor 
boy  to  a man  of  comparative  affluence — that  he  was 
a-“hustler”  in  his  day,  possessed  of  sound  judgment 
and  strong  will  power,  but  unfortunately,  in  1893, 
he  was  seized  with  rheumatism  which  settled  in  one 
of  his  knees,  thereby  disabling  him  so  that  he  was 
required  to  use  an  invalid’s  chair.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  wide-awake  business  men  of 
Lake  township,  but  was  unassuming,  and  in  110  way 
sought  notoriety.  He  was  a worthy  representative 
of  one  of  the  most  illustrious  and  popular  families  of 
Wayne  county,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem. 

JOHN  S.  GATHANY,  a faithful  defender  of 
the  Union  during  the  Civil  war,  and  for  many  years 
a highly-respected  citizen  of  Liberty  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  October  12,  1836,  in 
Middleburg,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Peter 
and  Emma  (Post)  Gathany,  also  of  the  Empire 
State. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Pedro 
Gathany,  was  born  in  the  City  of  Rome,  Italy,  and  on 
his  emigration  to  America  located  in  Maine,  making 
his  home  there  until  the  war  of  1812,  when  he  and 
his  two  sons,  James  and  Peter,  entered  the  United 
States  service.  The  father  and  son  James  were  killed 
at  Queenstown  Heights,  while  Peter,  our  subject's 
father,  was  captured,  and  held  a prisoner  at  Quebec 
for  three  years.  He  served  as  a musician  in  his  regi- 
ment. After  the  war  he  drifted  to  Schoharie  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  he  married,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing' until  his  death.  His  wife  is  also  deceased. 
They  left  two  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
elder.  His  sister,  Ellen,  married  Nathan  Wells, 
and  resided  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  for  some  years,  but 
finally  removed  to  Detroit,  Mich.  In  their  family 
were  two  daughters. 

Our  subject  lived  with  his  uncle,  Jacob  Post, 
about  six  months.  After  this  he  worked  at  the 
shoemaker’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years. 
In  July,  1861,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  he 
enlisted,  at  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  becoming  a private 
in  Company  H,  4th  Pennsylvania  Reserves.  2nd  Bri- 
gade, McCall’s  Division.  He  was  in  active  service 
until  March,  1862,  when  he  was  taken  ill  with  ty- 
phoid fever  and  confined  in  the  hospital  at  George- 
town, D.  C.,  for  six  weeks.  The  following  August 
he  was  again  taken  sick,  and  after  spending  some 
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time  in  the  field  hospital  at  Fredericksburg,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  hospital  at  York,  Penn.,  being  off 
duty  at  this  time  for  four  months.  He  was  honora- 
bly discharged  January  18,  1864,  at  Martinsburg, 
W.  Va.,  but  the  following  day  re-enlisted  in  the 
same  company  and  regiment.  After  spending  some 
time  at  home,  on  furlough,  he  was  transferred,  in 
March,  1864,  while  near  Winchester,  to  Company 
E,  54th  P.  V.  I.  In  May,  1864,  at  Meadow  Bluff, 
he  volunteered  to  serve  in  the  1st  Kentucky  Light 
Artillery,  as  a gunner  under  Capt.  Glassie.  On  re- 
joining his  regiment  he  served  with  the  Army  of  the 
James  until  the  war  ended.  The  engagements  in 
which  he  participated  were  the  battles  of  Draines- 
ville,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines  Mill,  the  seven-days 
fight,  the  battles  of  Charles  City  Cross  Roads  and 
Malvern  Hill,  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  the 
battle  of  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericks- 
burg, the  first  and  second  battles  of  Winchester, 
Fisher  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Weldon  Railroad,  siege 
of  Petersburg,  and  the  battles  of  Petersburg,  Burks- 
ville  Junction,  High  Bridge  and  Hatcher's  Run.  At 
High  Bridge  he  was  taken  prisoner,  held  four  days, 
and  then  paroled  and  sent  to  parole  camp.  The  war 
having  ended,  and  his  services  being  no  longer 
needed,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Annapolis, 
Md.,  May  31,  1865,  and  returned  to  his  home  in 
Great  Bend.  His  brother-in-law,  George  Osterhout, 
was  taken  sick  with  typhoid  fever  at  Alexandria, 
Ya.,  during  his  service,  and  was  sent  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  where  he  died. 

In  1865  Mr.  Gathany  married  Miss  Fannie  Os- 
terhout, of  Great  Bend,  who  was  born  in  1844,  and 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  place.  Her  par- 
ents were  Abram  and  Jane  (Kelder)  Osterhout,  the 
former  of  whom  is  still  living  in  Great  Bend,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-six : her  mother  died  in 
1888.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  began  house-keep- 
ing at  Great  Bend,  Mountain  Valley,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  until  1898,  while  he  worked  at 
the  stone  mason's  trade,  but  they  are  now  residing 
at  Lestershire,  New  York. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gathany  were  born  fourteen 
children,  of  whom  Frederick,  George,  William,  Al- 
va, Eva  and  Emma  all  died  young.  The  others,  all 
born  in  Great  Bend,  are  as  follows : ( 1 ) Charles, 
born  in  1868,  received  a district-school  education, 
and  married  Eva  Brown,  of  Great  Bend,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  business  as  a stone  cutter.  They 
have  four  sons,  John,  Nathan,  Peter  and  Dewey. 
(2)  Wallace  A.,  born  in  1873,  is  a resident  of'Halls- 
stead,  Penn.,  engaged  in  stone  cutting  and  mason’s 
work.  Like  the  other  members  of  the  family  he 
attended  the  district  schools  of  Great  Bend.  (3) 
Eugene  P.,  born  in  March,  1875,  is  now  extensively 
engaged  in  the  stone  quarry  business  at  Great  Bend. 
In  October,  1896,  he  married  Eva  Gage,  a daughter 
of  E.  I.  and  Phoebe  Gage,  representatives  of  prom- 
inent pioneer  families  of  Silver  Lake  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  one  son  has  been  born  of  this 
union,  Hermon.  (4)  Melvin  A.,  born  in  April,  1878, 
is  now  a student  in  Windsor  Academv,  Broome 


Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  preparing  himself  for  the 
teacher’s  vocation.  (5)  J.  Madison,  born  in  1879, 
was  also  a student  at  Windsor  Academy,  and  is 
now  preparing  to  enter  the  Baptist  ministry,  at  Mt. 
Hermon,  Mass.  (6)  Arthur  F.,  born  in  1880,  at- 
tended the  Harford  Soldiers  Orphans  School  for 
two  years  and  later  the  Windsor  Academy.  He  is 
now  living  in  Lestershire,  N.  Y.  (7)  Merrill  O., 
born  in  1881,  pursued  his  studies  at  Great  Bend 
and  Harford,  later  attended  the  Soldiers  Indus- 
trial School  at  Scotland,  Penn.,  and  then  entered 
the  Windsor  Academy,  remaining  there  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  old.  He  is  now  in  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  is  fitting  himself  for  the  work  of  a 
bookkeeper.  (8)  Benjamin  F.,  born  in  October,  1884, 
is  being  educated  at  the  Harford  and  Scotland  Sol- 
diers Industrial  Schools.  Parents  and  children  are 
all  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of 
Hallstead,  and  the  family  is  one  of  prominence  in 
the  community  where  they  make  their  home.  Po-' 
litically  Mr.  Gathany  was  formerly  a Republican, 
but  being  a strong  advocate  of  temperance  he  now 
supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Prohibition 
party. 

R.  H.  ROOSA,  a prosperous  and  successful 
farmer  and  stock  raiser,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county,  his 
birth  occurring  there  in  1832.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, David  Roosa,  was  a lifelong  resident  of 
Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a farmer  by  occupation. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had 
six  sons,  by  the  second  one  daughter.  Of  this 
family,  Isaac  Roosa,  our  subject’s  father,  was  the 
eldest.  (2)  Peter  was  a farmer  of  Broome  county,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died.  (3)  Luke  D.  married  Lucinda 
Stoddard,  and  located  on  the  old  Stoddard  home- 
stead in  Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  died,  leaving  four  children : Ira,  a 
resident  of  Windsor  township ; William,  a resident 
of  Great  Bend  township ; Anthony,  wife  of  C.  D. 
Smith,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Ellen,  wife  of 
John  Chamberlain,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Another 
daughter,  Lavina,  wife  of  Charles  Huffman,  is  de- 
ceased. (4)  Abram  married  and  remained  in  Ul- 
ster county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  death  occurred.  (5) 
Henry  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  county.  (6)  John 
married  and  located  on  the  old  homestead  in  Ulster 
county,  where  he  died  leaving  three  children,  who 
are  still  residents  of  the  Empire  State.  (7)  Cather- 
ine married  a Mr.  Adams,  of  Ulster  county. 

Isaac  H.  B.  Roosa,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1802,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  When  a young  man  he  came 
to  Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  worked  as  a farm  hand  for  a few  years 
prior  to  his  marriage.  In  1825  he  wedded  Miss 
Lavina  Stoddard,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn., 
in  1806,  and  at  an  early  day  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  with  her  parents,  Isaac  and  Lanca  Stoddard, 
who  located  on  the  hill  near  Hickory  Grove,  her 
father  clearing  and  improving  a farm,  on  which  he 
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and  his  wife  spent  their  remaining  days.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Roosa  located  in  Great  Rend  town- 
ship, where  in  1826  he  purchased  land  one  mile 
from  the  Susquehanna  river,  and  after  erecting  a 
log  house  thereon  he  commenced  to  clear  and  im- 
prove his  land.  There  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  throughout  life,  dying  upon  that  place  in  July, 
1863 ; his  wife  passed  away  in  October,  1896.  Theirs 
was  a long  and  happy  married  life.  They  were  earn- 
est and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  gave  liberally  of  their  means  toward  the  sup- 
port of  the  Church  and  the  erection  of  the  first 
church  in  Great  Bend.  Politically  Mr.  Roosa  was  an 
Old-line  Whig,  and  he  was  honored  with  a number 
of  local  offices.  This  worthy  couple  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  all  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Great  Bend  township.  (1)  David,  born  in  1826, 
had  but  limited  educational  advantages.  He  mar- 
ried Permelia  Brush,  of  Great  Bend  township,  and 
located  on  a farm  near  that  of  his  father,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  called  from  this  life,  in  1867. 
His  wife  and  one  son,  Isaac,  a resident  of  Hall- 
stead,  are  still  living.  His  daughter,  Dora,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Bull,  is  now  deceased. 
(2)  Lavina,  born  in  1828,  married  J.  B.  Kimber,  of 
New  Milford,  a Baptist  minister,  now  deceased, 
who  preached  in  many  places  throughout  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  She  is  still  a resident  of  Great 
Bend.  Their  only  daughter,  Annie,  wife  of  Charles 
Stephens,  is  deceased.  (3)  Heman,  born  in  1830, 
wedded  Mary  Babcock,  of  Great  Bend  township, 
where  he  still  resides  upon  his  farm.  He  has  two 
sons  : Edwin  H.  B.,  a contractor  and  builder  of  Hall- 
stead  ; and  F.  T.,  a merchant  of  Great  Bend.  (4) 
R.  H.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  family.  (5)  Mary 
J.,  born  in  1835,  married  Frederick  Ives,  of  Sus- 
quehanna, who  died  some  years  ago,  but  she  still 
resides  in  that  place.  Her  children  are  Emma, 
wife  of  a Mr.  Brock ; Ellen,  wife  of  William  Phelps, 
of  Susquehanna  ; Edwin,  who  died  young ; and  Fred- 
erick, a machinist  of  Susquehanna.  (6)  L.  A.,  born 
in  1838,  married  Flora  Gunn,  and  settled  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  where  she  died  leaving  a son,  Will- 
iam. Later  he  married  Hattie  Cary,  of  Bingham- 
ton, and  by  that  union  has  two  daughters,  Mabel 
and  Hazel.  (7)  Hiram  C.,  born  in  1840,  married 
Isabel  Moscript,  .of  Great  Bend  township,  where 
they  reside  upon  his  farm,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren: Flattie  (wife  of  Ross  Dixon,  of  Great  Bend), 
Mary  and  Lottie.  (8)  Lorinda  A., born  in  1843,  's  the 
widow  of  James  Osterhout,  and  a resident  of  Great 
Bend.  (9)  John  A.,  born  in  1848,  died  in  185.5. 

R.  -IT.  Roosa,  our  subject,  remained  upon  the 
home  farm  until  he  attained  his  majority,  acquiring 
an  excellent  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1854  he  purchased  the  Barley  homestead  of  245 
acres,  adjoining  his  father's  farm,  and  commenced 
life  for  himself.  The  following  year  he  married 
Miss  Hannah  E.  Smith,  of  Great  Bend  township, 
daughter  of  John  and  Annie  (Barley)  Smith,  who 
came  from  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Great  Bend 
township,  in  1837,  and  located  on  a farm  adjoining 


that  of  our  subject,  where  her  father  died  in  1868, 
her  mother  in  1893.  They  reared  a large  family. 
Mr.  Roosa  brought  his  bride  to  the  home  he  had 
already  prepared  for  her,  and  he  has  since  devoted 
his  energies  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
his  farm,  erecting  thereon  good  substantial  build- 
ings, and  making  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  places, 
in  the  township.  He  is  a thorough  and  systematic 
farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  has  met  with  excellent 
success  in  his  undertakings. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roosa  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely : ( 1 ) 
Cora,  born  in  1858,  was  well  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Great  Bend  township,  and  was  a 
successful  teacher  for  several  terms.  She  is  now  the 
wife  of  Arthur  Halstead,  a dentist  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  have  three  children,  Albert  W., 
Nina  and  Leon.  (2)  Norton  L.,  born  December  19, 
i860,  was  also  educated  in  the  home  schools,  and 
taught  for  several  years  in  his  district.  He  married 
Stella  Fisher,  a daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Fish- 
er, of  Great  Bend,  and  they  now  reside  on  his  fa- 
ther’s homestead,  of  which  he  is  manager.  (3) 
Adelbert  R.,  born  in  1870,  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  has  followed  farming  through- 
out life.  In  1889  he  married  Nettie  Conklin,  who 
was  born  in  1869,  a daughter  of  Frank  and  Olive 
Conklin,  of  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.  She  was  educated  in 
the  Empire  State. 

Politically  Mr.  Roosa  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  been  an  active 
worker  for  its  interests.  His  fellow  citizens,  rec- 
ognizing his  worth  and  ability,  have  elected  him  to 
office,  and  he  has  most  acceptably  served  as  school  di- 
rector nine  years,  poormaster  six  years,  and  super- 
visor six  years.  He  was  reared  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  though  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  he  has  given  liberally  to 
the  support  of  all  Church  work.  His  sons  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Lestershire,  and 
the  Tribe  of  Red  Men  at  Great  Bend.  The  success 
that  Mr.  Roosa  has  achieved  in  life  has  been  due 
to  his  own  efforts  and  the  able  assistance  of  his  es- 
timable wife,  and  they  now  have  one  of  the  model 
farms  of  Susquehanna  county,  while  their  home  is 
supplied  with  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life.  Everything  about  the  place  testifies 
to  the  careful  management  of  cultured  and  refined 
people. 

THEODORE  LaBARRE,  a general  black- 
smith and  wagon  manufacturer,  who  has  engaged 
in  business  in  Starrucca,  Wayne  county,  since  1891, 
has  led  a life  of  honest  toil.  His  business  interests 
have  been  so  managed  as  to  win  for  him  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public,  and  the  success  that  has  come  to 
him  is  certainly  deserved. 

Mr.  LaBarre  was  born  in  Hancock,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  December  12,  1852,  a son  of  Jacob  La- 
Barre, also  a native  of  Hancock.  The  grandfather, 
George  LaBarre,  was  born  at  the  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  on  the  Jersey  side,  now  known  as  Delaware 
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Station;  he  was  of  French  ancestry.  In  1800,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  he  settled  in  Hancock. 
He  married  Miss  Achsa  Williams,  who  was  born 
April  6,  1785,  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Penn.,  of  German 
descent,  and  died  March  22,  1882,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  nearly  ninety-seven  years.  Jacob  LaBarre 
married  Miss  Jane  Hawk,  daughter  of  John  and 
Julia  (Thomas)  Hawk,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Colchester,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
of  German  parentage ; he  was  one  of  the  earlv 
settlers  of  Hancock,  and  in  1820  built  the  first  hotel 
there,  the  place  being  now  known  as  the  Riley  Reed 
property.  Julia  (Thomas)  Hawk  was  born  in  Han- 
cock in  1801,  and  died  in  1887. 

To  Jacob  and  Jane  LaBarre  were  born  two 
children,  twins,  Theodore,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  ; and  Theodora,  wife  of  Samuel  N.  Wheeler, 
of  Hancock,  N.  Y.  The  father  was  a carpenter  by 
trade,  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religion 
was  liberal.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a true  Christian 
woman,  departed  this  life  in  October,  1893,  aged 
seventy-four  years.  Both  were  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  their  community. 

In  the  common  schools  Theodore  LaBarre  ob- 
tained a good  practical  education,  and  he  received  his 
business  training  upon  the  home  farm.  Since  1881 
he  has  been  a resident  of  Starrucca  borough,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  Besides  his  business  he  owns  a good 
farm  of  fifty  acres  in  the  borough,  which  is  known 
as  “Morning  Side.”  Naturally  it  is  a beautiful 
place,  and  it  has  been  materially  improved  by  our 
subject,  who  has  erected  good  buildings  and  placed 
the  land  under  excellent  cultivation.  He  has  a 
pleasant  residence,  and  is  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  which  go  to  make  life  worth  the  living. 

In  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  Mr. 
LaBarre  was  married,  December  18,  1879,  to  Miss 
Keziah  Spencer,  a lady  of  education  and  refinement, 
who  was  for  a time  a popular  and  successful  teach- 
er. Her  father,  Ezra  Spencer,  died  at  his  home  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  October  23,  1899,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-two  years,  eleven  months,  six  days. 
He  had  been  a resident  of  Mt.  Pleasant  for  eighty- 
three  years,  and  was  highly  respected  by  all,  a man 
of  unblemished  Christian  character,  a consistent 
Christian,  and  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  was  a Democrat  in  politics.  He  married  Mary 
B.  Moore,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  daughter 
of  James  Moore,  of  Preston,  and  died  in  1858. 
The  following  children  constituted  their  family: 
James  M. ; Eliza,  deceased  wife  of  James  Part- 
ridge; Juliette,  deceased  wife  of  William  Kerr; 
Norman  E.,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  in  Starrucca  in  1884;  Adaline,  deceased  wife 
of  H.  L.  Butler:  Clark  E. ; Keziah,  Mrs.  La  Barre ; 
Kate,  wife  of  Mathew  Clemo ; Olive,  wife  of  James 
Watson;  Hetty,  deceased  wife  of  Frank  Clough. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  La  Barre  have  two  children:  Jay 
E.,  born  February  16,  1883;  and  Norman  E.,  born 
November  23,  1884.  The  parents  are  both  con- 
sistent members  of  the  [Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 


and  Mr.  La  Barre  holds  membership  with  the 
Knights  of  Honor.  Llis  political  support  is  given 
to  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  influence  is  always 
extended  to  those  measures  which  he  believes  best 
calculated  to  advance  the  public  welfare  and  pro- 
mote general  prosperity. 

FREDRICK  ELLSON,  of  White  Mills, 
W ayne  county,  is  an  able  and  enterprising  young 
man,  now  connected  with  the  Dorflinger  Glass 
Y\  orks  at  that  place.  His  sterling  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart  have  won  him  an  enviable  popularity,  and 
his  home,  which  is  brightened  by  an  amiable  and 
attractive  wife,  formerly  one  of  the  belles  of  the 
village,  is  a center  of  hospitality  for  a pleasant 
social  circle. 

The  Ellson  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
William  Ellson,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
came  to  America  at  an  early  day.  After  a short 
residence  in  Canada  he  located  in  Troy,  N.  Y., 
where  he  and  his  wife  passed  their  remaining  years. 
They  had  six  children,  of  whom  our  subject's  fa- 
ther, William  Ellson  (2),  was  the  eldest.  (2) 
John,  who  was  born  in  London,  England,  was  a 
young  man  at  the  time  of  the  removal  to  Troy, 
where  he  married.  He  engaged  in  boat  building 
at  that  city,  and  after  some  years  he  removed  to 
Baltimore,  Mid.,  where  he  still  resides.  He  has 
three  children,  two  sons — John  and  Teed — and  one 
daughter,  who  resides  in  New  York.  (3)  James 
was  born  in  London,  but  spent  a portion  of  his 
boyhood  in  Troy,  N.  Y.  At  present  he  resides  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  employed  as  a tender 
by  a railroad  company.  He  is  married  and  has 
three  children,  Mary  (now  Mrs.  Edward  Bruin,  of 
Beaver  Brook,  N.  Y.),  Miss  Emma  (who  is  at 
home),  and  John  (who  is  married  and  resides  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  employed  as  an 
engineer).  (4)  Mary  was  born  in  London,  Eng- 
land, and  is  now  the  wife  of  a merchant  in  Troy, 
N.  Y.  (5)  Kate,  also  born  in  London,  married 
Al.  Wright,  now  deceased,  who  was  engaged  for 
some  years  in  mercantile  business  at  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted,  becom- 
ing a private  in  Company  K,  153rd  N.  Y.  Ah  I.,  and 
by  his  gallant  conduct  won  the  rank  of  first  lieu- 
tenant. He  had  no  children,  and  his  widow  now 
resides  in  Pittston,  Penn.  (6)  Lizzie  was  born  in 
London,  but  her  life  was  mainly  spent  in  this  coun- 
try. She  married  Joseph  Boils,  a bricklayer  by 
trade,  who  was  employed  for  some  time  in  the 
Brooklyn  navy  yard,  but  later  removed  to  Balti- 
more, Md.,  where  his  death  occurred.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  served  in  the  Brooklyn  regiment  of 
Heavy  Artillery,  remaining  until  near  the  close  of 
the  struggle,  when  he  lost  a hand  by  an  explosion 
of  artillery.  His  wife  died  a few  years  ago,  leaving 
three  children.  William,  Joshua,  and  Toseph. 

William  Ellson  (2),  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  1821,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  England,  and 
came  to  America  in  1861.  After  a residence  of 
about  three  years  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  he  removed  to 
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this  section,  and  spent  some  time  at  White  Mills. 
Later  he  went  to  Scranton,  where  he  was  employed 
bv  a railroad  company  for  a few  years,  and  in  1867 
he  returned  to  White  Mills  to  make  his  permanent 
home.  On  July  3,  1873,  on  account  of  an  accidental 
injury,  his  light  leg  was  amputated,  and  on  his 
recovery  he  engaged  in  the  shoemaker’s  trade, 
which  he  had  learned  in  England.  This  occupation 
he  continued  until  a short  time  previous  to  his  death, 
in  September,  1897.  Lie  was  a man  of  great  energy 
and  industry,  and  his  integrity  was  never  ques- 
tioned, while  his  generous  nature  gained  for  him  a 
host  of  friends.  He  was  married  in  England,  in 
August,  1841,  to  Miss  Annie  Spooner,  a native  of 
that  country,  who  died  in  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  in  1880.  This  worthy  couple  had  a family 
of  six  children:  (1)  James  died  in  1864.  (2) 

William  was  born  in  1848,  in  Wadsworth,  England, 
and  on  coming  to  Wayne  county  with  his  parents 
he  found  employment  with  Samuel  Saunders,  a 
farmer  of  Berlin  township,  where  he  spent  three 
years.  He  then  worked  some  time  for  his  father  on 
a farm  in  the  same  township,  and  later  assisted  hi? 
father  for  two  years  at  railroad  work  in  Scranton. 
In  1873  he  was  employed  as  lock  tender  by  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.,  and  this  position 
he  has  held  continuously  to  the  present  time,  making 
more  than  a quarter  of  a century  of  faithful  service. 
Politically  he  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  an 
Episcopalian,  having  been  baptized  in  the  Church 
of  England  as  a child  in  London.  In  1880  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Caroline  Mandeville,  a daughter  of  David 
and  Phebe  Mandeville,  formerly  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  who  settled  over  forty  years  ago  at  White 
Mills,  their  last  days  being  spent  there.  (3)  Mary 
was  born  in  England,  and  died  at  White  Mills  in 
1889,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years.  She  was 
bright  and  intelligent,  and  was  popular  in  society, 
her  early  death  being  deeply  lamented  by  all  who 
knew  her.  (4)  Alice  was  born  in  i860,  at  Wads- 
worth, England,  and  was  married  in  1878  to  Mar- 
shall Smith,  a resident  of  Indian  Orchard,  Wayne 
county,  who  is  employed  as  a glass  cutter  at  White 
Mills.  They  have  four  children,  Horace,  Clarence, 
Caroline  and  Lizzie.  (5)  Rosie  was  born  in  Eng'- 
lancl  in  1864,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Eli  Mansard,  of 
Scranton.  They  have  six  children,  Mabel,  Wellie, 
Carrie,  Frank,  Laura  and  Micel. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  and  was  born  in  July,  1874,  at  White 
Mills.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  town,  and  as  a boy  learned  the  shoemaker’s 
trade  with  his  father,  although  he  has  not  followed 
it.  At  an  early  age  he  entered  the  glass  factory  of 
Christian  Dorflinger  as  a blower  and  worker,  and 
he  has  now  been  in  the  employ  of  that  firm  for  about 
sixteen  years.  After  the  death  of  his  sister  Mary 
he  remained  at  the  homestead  with  his  father,  giv- 
ing him  every  attention  that  duty  and  love  could 
suggest,  and  on  the  death  of  the  latter  he  became 
heir  to  the  property,  where  he  still  resides.  He  is 


a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  religious 
faith  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  while  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Socially  he  is 
connected  with  various  organizations,  including 
the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs,  holding  member- 
ship in  Lodge  No.  499,  at  White  Mills,  and  his 
sympathies  are  given  to  any  movement  that  promises 
to  benefit  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  In 
December,  1897,  he  married  Miss  Annie  Larson, 
who  was  born  in  1877,  *n  Sweden,  the  daughter  of 
Axel  and  Maria  Larson.  Her  parents  settled  at 
White  Mills  in  1889,  and  are  highly-respected  resi- 
dents of  that  place. 

GEORGE  C.  HILL  has  been  a lifelong  resi- 
dent of  Silver  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, having  been  born  December  17,  1843,  on  the 
farm  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  and  he  belongs  to 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  families  of 
this  section.  The  Hills  are  of  Connecticut  stock, 
Michael  Hill,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  hav- 
ing been  a native  of  the  Nutmeg  State.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Ansel  Hill,  grandfather  of  George  C.  Hill,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  married  Miss  Lydia  Kirtland,  also  a native  of 
that  State.  During  the  year  1815  he  migrated 
with  his  family  to  Pennsylvania,  making  the  jour- 
ney by  ox-team,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Silver 
Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a hard- 
working man,  and  he  did  his  full  share  in  the  clear- 
ing and  opening  up  of  this  section,  enduring  all  the 
hardships  which  pioneers  in  a new  region  must 
experience.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812  as  cap- 
tain of  a company  of  militia.  Ansel  and  Lydia 
Hill  had  a family  of  three  children : Betsey,  Ansel 

and  Michael,  all  born  in  Connecticut.  Betsey  mar- 
ried Elijah  Sturtevant,  and  moved  to  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.,  where  they  reared  their  large  family ; 
their  daughter  Lydia  still  resides  on  the  old  home 
in  Wyoming  county.  Ansel  settled  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Silver  Lake  township ; he  married 
Betsey  Briggs,  and  they  had  six  children,  three  of 
whom,  Alice  (widow  of  Thomas  Rodgers),  Charles 
and  Edson,  still  live  in  the  township.  The  parents 
both  passed  away  at  the  home  in  Silver  Lake  town- 
ship. 

Michael  Hill  was  born  in  1811  in  Connecticut, 
came  to  Pennsylvania  wnth  the  family  in  early 
childhood,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  pioneer 
farm  in  Silver  Lake  township.  His  literary  educa- 
tion, acquired  in  the  primitive  schools  of  the  dav, 
was  somewhat  limited,  but  he  received  a thorough 
training  in  agricultural  work,  which  he  followed 
all  his  life.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  on  a 
tract  of  wild  land,  near  the  homestead,  which  his 
father  had  purchased,  and  he  devoted  the  remain- 
der of  his  active  life  to  its  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment, becoming  a successful  and  prosperous  farmer. 
He  cleared  180  acres,  erected  a comfortable  dwell- 
ing' and  substantial  barns  and  outbuildings,  and 
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made  general  improvements  all  about  the  place, 
which,  under  his  careful  management  was  con- 
verted into  a valuable  piece  of  property.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Diana  Briggs,  who  was  born  in  1811  in 
Silver  Lake  township,  and  they  reared  a family  of 
ten  children  (all  born  on  the  home  farm  in  Silver 
Lake  township),  of  whom  we  have  the  following- 
record:  (i)  Betsey  married  William  Meeker,  of 

Silver  Lake,  where  they  resided  until  the  time  of 
their  death,  some  twelve  years  ago ; they  left  a 
large  family.  (2)  Sallie  L.  married,  for  her  first 
husband,  Joel  Hughson,  and  settled  in  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died;  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  Delos  Leadbetter,  of  Glouster,  Ohio,  and  has 
had  children  by  both  marriages.  (3)  Lydia  is  a 
resident  of  Dubuque,  Iowa;  she  is  unmarried.  (4) 
Elisha  K.  married  Miss  Diana  Gage,  and  resides  in 
Silver  Lake  township;  they  have  no  family.  (5) 
Michael  G.  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Jes- 
sup township,  Susquehanna  county ; he  married 
Miss  Maggie  Flaherty,  and  they  have  two  daugh- 
ters, Anna,  wife  of  Arthur  Hoeg,  of  Forest  Fake 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; and  Blanche,  who 
is  still  unmarried.  During  the  Civil  war  Michael 
G.  Hill  enlisted  in  Company  H,  141st  P.  V.  L,  with 
which  he  served  to  the  close  of  the  conflict,  taking- 
part  in  numerous  battles  and  skirmishes,  all  the 
engagements,  in  fact,  in  which  his  command  partici- 
pated. (6)  Oliver  B.  enlisted  for  service  in  Com- 
pany H,  141st  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  July  2,  1863, 
at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  (7)  George  C.  is 
next  in  the  order  of  birth  (8)  Mary  died  in 
childhood.  (9)  Henry  W.  married  Miss  Jennie 
Beebe,  of  Franklin  Forks,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Fewis  and  Arthur;  they  reside  on  his  farm  in 
Silver  Fake  township.  (10)  Lucy  is  the  wife  of 
Omer  Somers,  a farmer  of  Franklin  Forks;  they 
have  three  children,  Agnes,  Ora  and  Frank.  Mich- 
ael Hill,  the  father,  passed  away  on  the  old  home 
in  1871.  His  worthy  wife,  who  had  so  nobly- 
shared  with  him  the  hardships  of  his  earlier  years 
of  toil  and  privation,  died  in  1896. 

George  C.  Hill  was  reared  on  the  farm 
where,  practically,  all  his  life  has  been  passed.  Dur- 
ing- his  boyhood  he  was  given  the  benefit  of  such 
advantages  as  the  neighboring  district  schools 
afforded,  gaining  a good  practical  education,  and 
his  agricultural  training  was  received  under  the 
able  tuition  of  his  father.  In  August,  1862,  he  be- 
came a member  of  Company  H,  141st  P.  V.  I.  (to 
which  his  two  brothers  also  belonged),  Col.  H. 
Madill,  of  Adams  county,  Penn.,  commanding,  and 
served  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1863,  when  he  was  discharged  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  on  account  of  disability,  having  been 
taken  sick.  In  August,  1864,  he  re-enlisted,  this 
time  joining  the  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles, 
with  which  command  he  remained  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  took  part  in  the  engagements  at 
Fair  Oaks,  Seven  Pines,  Petersburg,  Richmond 
and  various  other  places.  He  was  detailed  with 


others  to  hold  bridges  until  Sheridan’s  troops 
crossed  the  river  at  Yvhitehouse  Landing,  where  lie 
rejoined  his  regiment,  marching  to  North  Carolina 
on  the  Weldon  railroad  expedition,  fighting  and 
skirmishing-  all  along  the  route.  They  then  marched 
to  Petersburg.  Alter  Lee’s  surrender  Mr.  Hill 
was  mustered  out,  in  June,  1865,  at  Richmond,  and 
returned  to  his  home  m Silver  Lake  township. 

In  April,  i860,  Mr.  Hill  was  married  to  Miss 
Cornelia  Hance,  who  was  born  in  1844  in  Liberty 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  daughter  of  Asher 
and  Johanna  (Whipple)  Hance,  prominent  resi- 
dents at  one  time  of  that  section,  and  later  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Hill  was  reared  in 
her  native  place,  and  received  her  education  in  the 
district  schools.  The  young  couple  made  their  home 
on  the  Hill  homestead,  which  our  subject  purchased 
in  1871,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  and  here  he  has 
continued  to  follow  agricultural  pursuits,  meeting 
with  a degree  of  success  which  lie  well  deserves. 
He  has  been  constantly  improving  the  place,  erect- 
ing new  buildings,  etc.,  and  the  property  is  now  one 
of  the  most  valuable  and  best  cultivated  in  Silver 
Lake  township,  well-kept  as  it  always  has  been, 
and  highly  productive.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  have 
had  six  children,  of  whom  Clarence,  born  in  1867, 
in  Vestal,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  is  a carpenter  by 
trade;  he  is  unmarried.  Edna,  born  in  December, 
1870,  in  Silver  Lake  township,  is  the  wife  of  Tracy 
Carman,  and  has  three  children,  Paul,  Robert  and 
George ; they  reside  on  his  farm  in  Broome  county, 
N.  Y.  Asher  H.,  born  in  June,  1874,  and  Michael, 
born  in  1878,  on  the  farm,  are  still  at  home.  Lou- 
ella  D.,  born  in  1880,  is  attending  school,  and 
Georgia  M.,  born  in  1885,  is  also  at  school.  The 
family  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
faith  our  subject  was  reared.  Politically  he  has 
always  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
which  his  father  joined  on  its  organization,  and  he 
has  been  quite  active  in  local  affairs.  Though  not 
an  office  seeker,  he  has  been  honored  with  election 
to  various  positions  of  trust,  and  has  served  capably 
as  supervisor  and  auditor  of  his  township.  On 
March  8,  1900,  at  the  Republican  convention  held  at 
Montrose,  Penn.,  Mr.  Hill  was  unanimously  nominat- 
ed for  the  State  Legislature.  Socially  Mr.  Hill  is  a 
member  of  Southworth  Post  No.  222,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Franklin  Forks. 

WILLIAM  HARRISON  COURTRIGHT,  a 
well-known  resident  of  Milford,  Pike  county,  is  a 
self-made  business  man,  and  his  thrift,  industry  and 
sound  [judgment  command  the  respect  of  his  fel- 
low Citizens.  His  ancestors  in  both  paternal  and 
maternal  lines  came  from  Holland  at  an  early 
period. 

Cornelius  Courtright,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Pike  county,  and  became  a weaver  and  ma- 
son, being  engaged  in  the  latter  occupation  at  Ding- 
mans  Ferry  at  the  time  of  his  death.  July  18,  1871, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  He  was  much  esteemed 
as  a citizen,  and  took  an  active  part  in  local  .affairs. 
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serving  for  a number  of  terms  as  constable  and 
school  director.  He  married  Miss  Hannah  Steele, 
a native  of  Pike  county,  and  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Leah  Steele.  She  died  June  2,  1876,  aged  sev- 
enty-four, and  the  remains  of  both  now  rest  in 
the  cemetery  at  Dingmans  Ferry.  This  worthy 
couple  had  the  following  children : Sarah,  born 

•December  28,  1815,  widow  of  James  Rosenkrantz; 
Eleanora,  born  April  12,  1818,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  Beehn ; Maria,  born  August  3,  1820, 
deceased,  who  married  Garret  Brown ; Amanda, 
born  October  25,  1822,  who  married  John  Victor 
Quick,  of  Milford,  and  died  in  June,  1899,  her  hus- 
band preceding  her  to  the  grave;  Daniel,  born  July 
23,  1825,  deceased,  who  never  married;  William 
H.,  born  April  12,  1828,  our  subject;  Henry  M., 
born  January  24,  1831,  a farmer  of  Delaware  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  who  married  Amanda  Van  Etten; 
Webb  W.,  born  September  15,  1833,  a blacksmith 
at  Matamoras,  Penn. ; and  Cecelia,  born  August  19, 
1837,  deceased,  who  married  John  Ritelich. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Dingmans  Ferry,  Pike 
county,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen.  He  then  went 
to  Milford  to  learn  the  wheelwright’s  trade,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  with  John  M.  Hel- 
ler, and  after  completing  his  term  he  worked  for 
Heller  & Scofield,  in  Port  Jervis,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  engaged  at 
his  trade  for  the  United  States  government  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Returning  to  Port  Jervis  he  worked 
for  John  McAllister  at  wagon  making,  and  also 
made  tread-power  machinery  for  that  gentleman, 
to  saw  wood  for  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.  Thence  go- 
ing to  Milford,  he  engaged  with  George  Heller, 
son  of  John  M.  Heller,  mentioned  above,  and  finally 
embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account,  being  still 
engaged  thus  in  Milford,  and  for  many  years  he 
has  enjoyed  a large  custom.  Mr:  Courtright  has 
always  taken  an  influential  part  in  local  politics  as 
a member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  held 
numerous  offices,  including  those  of  tax  collector, 
school  director,  inspector  of  elections,  and  a member 
of  the  town  council.  In  1879  he  was  elected  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  he  has  been  thrice  re-elected 
to  that  position,  being  chosen  in  May,  1895,  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  and  on  February  20,  1900, 
for  a similar  term.  Mr.  Courtright  is  popular  so- 
cially, and  for  twenty-five  years  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

On  June  16,  1847,  he  was  married  at  Mil- 
ford to  Miss  Louisa  Stidd,  and  six  children  have 
blessed  the  union:  (1)  Louis  C.  and  (2)  John  A’, 

died  in  infancy.  (3)  Henry  I.,  ex-sheriff  of  Pike 
county,  is  a wheelwright  by  trade.  He  married 
Miss  Ellen  Dewitt,  and  resides  in  Matamoras,  Pike 
county.  (4)  Alice,  widow  of  George  W.  Drake, 
resides  with  our  subject.  (5)  William  is  a house 
painter  at  Matamoras.  (6)  Flora  married  Chaun- 
cev  Watson,  a house  painter  at  Milford.  Mrs. 
Courtright  was  born  May  24,  1829,  in  Di’ngman 
township,  Pike  county.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 


Henry  Stidd,  was  a resident  of  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  her  father,  the  late  Owen  Stidd,  came  to 
Pike  county  at  an  early  day  and  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sally  Goeble,  died  in  1884,  aged  seventy- 
four,  and  her  father  died  at  Erie,  Penn.,  in  1888, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  while  visiting  a daughter. 
Airs.  Courtright  is  the  youngest  of  a large  family 
of  children,  the  others  being : Caton,  deceased,  who 
married  (first)  Sarah  Eaton,  and  (second)  Mary 
Peacox ; Lewis,  deceased,  who  married  Lablanch 
Tyler;  Oliver,  a farmer  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  who 
married  Jane  Eaton;  Edward,  who  married  Emily 
Roberts,  and  resides  in  Montague,  N.  J. ; Julia, 
widow  of  Washington  Cleveland,  of  Erie,  Penn. ; 
Emalia,  widow  of  Peter  Rosenkrantz,  of  Port  Jer- 
vis ; and  Jane,  deceased,  who  never  married. 

HENRY  WILSON  TERRY  is  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  and  substantial  citizens  of  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  throughout  his 
active  business  career  he  has  successfully  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  lumbering,  and  since  1895 
has  also  operated  a sawmill.  In  business  affairs  be 
is  energetic,  prompt  and  notably  reliable,  and  due 
success  has  not  been  denied  him  in  any  of  his  under- 
takings. 

L^pon  the  farm  where  he  still  resides  Mr.  Terry 
was  born  February  1,  1839,  a son  of  Uriah  and 
Mercy  (Deuel)  Terry,  and  there  the  father  spent 
his  entire  life,  following  blacksmithing  in  his  young- 
er years,  and  later  farming.  He  was  quite  a promi- 
nent man  in  the  community,  and  held  a number  of 
township  offices.  He  died  February  28,  1881,  aged 
sixty-seven  years,  his  wife  March  17,  1888,  aged 
seventy-four  years  and  eleven  months,  and  both  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Vaughn  cemetery,  Rush  township. 
To  them  were  born  five  children,  namely:  Isaac, 
who  died  in  that  township  at  the  age  of  forty-eight 
years;  Henry  W.,  our  subject;  Delphine,  wife  of 
Svlvester  Powers,  a farmer  of  Rush  township  ;Will- 
iam,  who  died  young;  and  John,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-eight  years. 

On  the  paternal  side  our  subject  traces  bis  an- 
cestry back  to  LTriab  Terry,  who  was  of  English  ex- 
traction, and  who  was  in  the  Wyoming  massacre. 
The  next  in  direct  line  were  Uriah  and  Abigail 
Terry,  natives  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  who  were 
the  founders  of  the  family  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  where  they  ended  their  lives.  Their  son, 
Ichobud  Terry,  was  born  in  Goshen,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
married  Lucy  Metcalf,  a native  of  Salisbury,  Litch- 
field Co.,  Conn.  He  came  to  the  county  when  about 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  after  his  marriage 
located  upon  his  father-in-law’s  farm  in  Rush  town- 
ship, a part  of  which  our  subject  now  owns. 
Throughout  life  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. He  died  May  5,  1849,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years,  his  wife  February  24,  1882,  at  the  extreme 
old  age  of  ninety-four  years,  and  their  remains 
were  interred  in  Vaughn  cemetery.  In  religious 
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faitli  they  were  Baptists.  Their  children  were: 
Lucy  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Alexander  Dougherty ; 
Isaac,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; 
LTriah,  who  died  in  infancy;  Uriah,  father  of  our 
subject;  Daniel,  who  died  in  infancy;  Daniel,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Sarah  A.  Deuel ; Mehitable, 
deceased  wife  of  Levi  Van  Gorden;  Charles,  de- 
ceased. who  married  Agnes  Angle ; Jonathan  C., 
a retired  farmer  of  Rush  township ; Henrietta,  a 
resident  of  Fairdale,  Susquehanna  county,  who 
(first)  married  Horace  Southwell,  (second")  Sam- 
uel Robinson,  and  (third)  Dr.  Nathaniel  Cornell; 
George  F.,  who  has  not  been  heard  from  since  go- 
ing West  in  1858;  and  Abigail,  wife  of  Ira  Bennett, 
of  Colorado. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandparents,  Ira  and 
Sophia  (Stoddart)  Deuel,  were  natives  of  Cam- 
bridge, Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  came, 
to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1812,  and  located 
in  Forest  Lake  township.  Their  last  days,  how- 
ever, were  passed  in  Carroll  county,  111.,  where  the 
grandfather,  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years,  his  wife  eight  years  pre- 
viously, at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Their  children 
were  Mary,  wife  of  John  Birge;  Mercy,  mother  of 
our  subject;  Gideon;  Isaac;  Sophia,  who  (first) 
married  David  Baker,  and  (second)  Augustus  Bix- 
by ; Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Daniel  Terry;  Ira;  Horace; 
Hannah,  wife  of  Parker  Devine.  There  was  not  a 
death  in  this  family  until  the  youngest  w:as  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Henry  W.  Terry 
were  passed  on  the  old  homestead,  and  as  soon  as 
large  enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  he  began  to 
aid  in  its  operation.  He  now  owns  the  place  and 
also  has  another  farm,  the  two  aggregating  300 
acres  of  valuable  land,  and  in  connection  with  their 
cultivation  he  operates  the  sawmill  purchased  by  him 
in  1895,  being  principally  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  shingles  and  lumber.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  responded  to  his  country’s  call  for  aid,  enlisting 
February  14,  1862,  in  Company  A,  57th  P.  Y.  I., 
under  Capt.  Sides.  Later  Capt.  Jerome  Lyons  com- 
manded the  company.  Mr.  Terry  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks  under  Gen.  McClellan,  and  was 
also  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  May  3,  1863, 
at  the  latter  place  being  shot  through  the  hips  and 
sent  to  the  corps  hospital.  Later  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Mt.  Pleasant  hospital,  from  there  to  McKinus, 
Baltimore,  and  subsequently  to  Point  Lookout. where 
he  was  finally  discharged,  February  28,  1865. 

Mr.  Terry  was  married,  at  Owego,  N.  Y., 
May  15,  1865,  to  Miss  Agnes  Terry,  wdio  was  born 
in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Octobe’r  4, 
1848.  Her  parents  were  Charles  and  Agnes  (An- 
gle) Terry,  the  former  also  a native  of  Rush  town- 
ship, the  latter  of  Herrick,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
father  was  a prominent  farmer  and  public  official  of 
Rush  township,  where  they  made  their  home.  He 
died  in  1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  the 
mother  February  5,  1899,  at  the  same  age,  and  both  ■ 


were  buried  in  Snyder  cemetery.  To  them  were 
born  two  daughters:  Agnes,  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Pearly  Clink,  a farmer  of  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Mrs.  Terry's  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  also  Ichobud  and  Lucy  (Metcalf)  Terry, 
previously  mentioned.  Her  maternal  grandparents 
were  Martin  and  Agnes  (Casebeer)  Angle,  farm- 
ing people  of  Bradford  county.  The  children  born 
to  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  Lewis,  a farmer  of 
Rush  township ; Horace,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  from  lockjaw  caused  by  a gun 
exploding;  Delphine,  wife  of  Frank  Deuel,  a farmer 
of  Roberts,  S.  Dak. ; Adelaide,  at  home ; Leroy,  who 
died  young;  Vivian,  who  died  young;  and  Cyrus, 
Grace,  Ira  and  Ray,  all  at  home. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Terry  is  a Republi- 
can, and  his  fellow  citizens,  appreciating  iiis  worth 
and  ability,  have  often  called  upon  him  to  serve  in 
official  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  He  has  been 
constable  of  his  township  seven  years ; collector  the 
same  length  of  time ; assessor  one  year ; school  di- 
rector two  terms ; auditor  one  term ; clerk  three 
terms ; and  inspector  of  elections  several  times ; 
and  the  duties  of  these  various  offices  he  has  most 
efficiently  performed. 

FRANK  L.  MUZZY,  an  energetic  and  enter- 
prising farmer  and  dairyman  of  Dimock  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  a representative  of  an  old 
and  highly-respected  Massachusetts  family,  his 
great-grandfather  being  Nathan  Muzzy,  a native  of 
the  old  Bay  State.  The  grandfather,  Thomas  H. 
Muzzy,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  January  14, 
1793,  and  at  an  early  day  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  was  married  April  23,  1820,  to 
Miss  Harriette  Bronson,  a native  of  Connecticut, 
born  April  2,  1795.  He  died  in  Dimock  township, 
October  28,  1876,  and  she  passed  away  February 
17,  1874.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  name- 
ly: Julia  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Thomas  Jackson,  of 
Joliet,  111.;  Ellen  M.,  deceased  wife  of  George  Bax- 
ter, of  the  same  place;  Jenette  A.,  deceased  wife  of 
L.  G.  Stark,  of  Pittston,  Penn.;  F.  A.,  father  of 
our  subject;  H.  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  A.  E. 
Tewksbury,  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Hattie  L.,  widow  of  G.  A.  Richardson,  of 
Joliet.  111. ; and  Annie  L.,  also  a resident  of  Joliet. 

F.  A.  Muzzy  was  born  in  Montrose,  May  10. 
1827,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. W hen  eight  years  old  he  located  upon  the  pres- 
ent Muzzy  farm,  now  the  home  of  our  subject,  and 
there  he  continued  to  reside  throughout  life,  his 
time  and  attention  being  devoted  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  His  death  occurred  February  28,  1883. 
In  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  he 
was  married,  March  5,  1856,  to  Miss  Roxanna 
Prichard,  a daughter  of  A.  B.  and  Malinda  (Coop- 
er) Prichard.  Her  paternal  grandparents  were 
Amos  and  Lemira  (Lownsbury)  Prichard,  of  Con- 
necticut, and  her  maternal  grandparents  were  Tos- 
eph  and  Phoebe  (Eastman)  Cooper,  of  Waterbury, 
Conn.  Our  subject  is  third  in  the  order  of  birth 
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in  a family  of  four  children,  the  others  being  Orrin 
L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  Jessie  M. 
and  Nettie  E.,  both  at  home. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Dimock  township, 
where  he  now  resides,  Frank  L.  Muzzy  was  born 
February  i,  1866,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood, 
his  literary,  education  being  acquired  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  early  obtained 
a thorough  knowledge  of  farm  work  in  its  various 
departments,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  he  took  charge  of  the  place, 
which  he  has  since  so  successfully  managed,  it 
comprises  eighty-eight  acres,  nearly  all  cleared  and 
under  cultivation,  and  besides  this  he  owns  fifty 
acres  of  improved  land.  He  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  for  the  latter  purpose 
keeps  twenty-four  cows,  besides  young  stock,  sheep, 
hogs,  etc.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the 
Grange,  and  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party. 

In  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
Mr.  Muzzy  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Flor- 
ence Maryott.  Her  father,  Preston  T.  Maryott,  is 
a native  of  the  county,  born  in  Brooklyn  township, 
April  21,  1826,  and  is  still  living,  an  honored  resi- 
dent of  Springville  township.  With  the  exception 
of  nine  years  spent  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  his 
entire  life  has  been  passed  in  the  county  of  his  na- 
tivity. He  has  always  followed  general  farming, 
and  still  looks  after  the  work  upon  his  place.  He 
was  married  in  Springville  township  to  Miss  Ruth 
A.  Strickland,  who-  was  born  January  6,  1828,  a 
daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Rachel  (Taylor)  Strick- 
land, and  the  following  children  were  born  of  this 
union : Calvin  is  a farmer  and  miner,  living  in 

Madison,  Mont.;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  S.  I.  Gaskill, 
of  Butte,  Mont. ; Clifford  B.  is  an  undertaker  of 
Towanda,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; Frederick  is  a 
farmer  of  Salesville,  Mont. ; Philander  is  a farmer 
and  ranchman  of  Oklahoma ; Rachel  is  at  home ; 
Vernia  is  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Riddy,  a lawyer  of  Wel- 
lington, Ivans. ; and  Florence,  born  in  Springville 
township,  March  25,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

WRIGHT.  For  a third  of  a century  the  fam- 
ily of  Wrights  who  settled  at  Hickory  Grove,  in 
Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county,  has 
stood  second  to  none  in  the  county  for  true  man- 
hood and  citizenship.  Among  them  were  the  late 
Samuel  Wright,  who  for  only  a little  less  than  a 
half  century  was  among  the  leading  and  most  suc- 
cessful educators  in  New  England  and  the  East, 
and  his  son,  Samuel  S.  Wright,  the  efficient  and 
popular  Recorder  of  Deeds,  Register  of  Wills  and 
Clerk  of  the  Orphans’  Court  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, now  nominated  for  the  fifth  consecutive  time. 

The  Wright  family  is  of  English  origin,  but  for 
generations  they  have  dwelt  in  Massachusetts,  where 
William  Wright,  the  grandfather  of  the  late  Sam- 
uel Wright,  was  born,  and  where  also  was  born  Hon. 
William  Wright,  the  father  of  the  late  Samuel  I 


Wright,  of  Susquehanna  county.  Hon.  William 
W right  was  occupied  for  years  as  a farmer  and  lum- 
berman in  Berkshire  county.  He  married  Harriet 
Norton.  Mr.  Wright  was  a man  of  capacity  in  busi- 
ness matters,  and  influential  and  successful  in  public 
affairs.  He  was  several  times  chosen  as  representa- 
tive of  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  died 
in  1867,  greatly  esteemed  and  highly  respected.  His 
children  were:  Samuel,  who  is  referred  to  farther' 
on;  William,  who  was  a resident  of  Berkshire  coun- 
ty, Mass.,  and  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  now  de- 
ceased ; and  Eunice,  who  married  Luther  Patterson, 
and  is  now  a resident  of  Berkshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Samuel  Wright,  of  Hickory  Grove,  Susque- 
hanna county,  son  of  Hon.  William  Wright,  was 
born  November  5,  1816,  in  Berkshire  county,  Mass. 
During  his  youth  he  attended  Amenia  (N.  Y.)  Sem- 
inary for  a short  time,  but  his  education  was  ob- 
tained chiefly  by  private  study,  his  fine  mental  gifts 
enabling  him  to  master  any  subject  to  which  he 
turned  his  attention.  At  the  age  of  nineteen,  in  1835, 
he  began  teaching  school  at  Lime  Rock,  Conn.,  and 
after  teaching  in  that  vicinity  a few  years  went  to 
Columbia  county,  N.  Y.  For  seven  years  he  was 
principal  of  the  schools  at  Valatie,  that  county.  In 
1855  he  removed  to  Camden  county,  N.  J.,  and  was 
principal  of  the  school  at  Williamstown  until  i860, 
m which  year  he  was  called  to  the  schools  of  Clayton, 
Gloucester  Co.,  N.  J.,  remaining  there  until  1865. 
His  health  failing,  he  relinquished  teaching  in  1866, 
and  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  that  year  visited 
friends  at  his  former  home  in  Massachusetts  and 
New  York.  In  October,  1866,  while  visiting  friends 
at  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  he  bought 
the  old  Taylor  farm  at  Taylortown  (now  Hickory 
Grove),  designing  to  teach  no  more.  In  March, 
1867,  he  moved  with  his  family  from  New  Jersey 
to  his  late  residence,  where  he  contemplated  tak- 
ing the  rest  which  his  health  needed.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  people  of  the 
school  district  in  which  he  lived,  he  commenced  to 
teach  where  he  taught  nearly  every  term  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  was  teaching  until  the  day  of 
his  illness,  which  was  brief,  lasting  only  about  one 
week.  ‘‘His  death,  which  occurred  January  25,  1883, 
has  cast  a gloom  over  the  community  and  brought 
sadness  to  every  house.  The  neighbors  and  friends 
feel  that  they  have  lost  a citizen  whose  place  will 
never  be  filled.” 

Mr.  Wright  devoted  his  life  to  the  profession 
of  teaching,  in  which  he  became  very  successful.  He 
was  a man  of  education  and  culture,  and  did  much 
for  the  cause  of  education.  He  married  Mrs.  Sophia 
Parks,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Truax)  Me- 
sick,  of  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born 
May  29,  1819,  and  she  passed  away  November  25, 
1897,  after  a long  and  successful  life,  at  the  home  of 
her  son  in  Montrose,  esteemed  by  her  numerous 
friends,  who  were  attached  to  her  for  her  many 
womanly  virtues.  One  child,  Samuel  S.,  was  born 
of  this  marriage. 


SAMUEL  WRIGHT 
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Samuel  Seward  Wright,  of  Montrose,  son  of 
the  late  Samuel  Wright,  was  born  April  27,  1853, 
in  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.  His  early  education  was 
obtained  mainly  under  his  father's  tuition,  and  when 
he  was  very  young  he  assisted  him,  hearing  element- 
ary classes.  Young  Wright  came  with  his  parents 
to  Susquehanna  county  111  1867.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  began  teaching  school  at  Uniondale, 
where  he  was  eminently  successful  in  his  calling, 
and  made  many  friends.  In  1872  he  taught  the  school 
at  Oakland,  where  his  former  success  as  an  instruct- 
or was  repeated.  During  these  years  of  teaching 
young  Wright  had  saved  enough  money  to  put  him- 
self through  the  Mansfield  Normal  School,  from 
which  he  graduated,  with  honors,  in  1874,  after 
which  he  accepted  the  principalship  of  the  Hallstead 
schools,  a position  he  held  for  three  years,  meeting 
with  great  success  as  a principal.  In  1878,  when 
but  twenty-five  years  old,  Mr.  Wright  was  a candi- 
date for  the  county  superintendency  of  schools,  and 
though  he  had  for  his  competitors  such  men  as  Su- 
perintendent Tilden,  Profs.  Richardson,  Thomas 
and  French,  he  lacked  only,  nine  votes  of  being  elect- 
ed. Subsequently  he  served  one  year  in  the  office 
of  the  prothonotary  of  the  county.  In  1880  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Ivison,  Blackman,  Taylor  & Co., 
with  whom  he  remained  two  years,  introducing  their 
series  of  school  books,  and  in  1882  he  became  special 
agent  for  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Co.  In 
1883  he  was  called  home  by  the  death  of  his  father, 
and,  being  the  only  child,  he  remained  to  care  for 
his  mother  and  settle  the  estate. 

For  about  four  years  Mr.  Wright  devoted  him- 
self to  farming.  In  1887  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  Register  of  Wills,  Recorder  of  Deeds  and  Clerk 
of  the  Orphans'  Court,  a position  he  has  since  held. 
On  his  election  to  the  office  for  the  first  term  one  of 
the  papers  of  the  county  said : “Samuel  S.  Wright 
has  ahvavs  been  prominent  in  educational  matters 
in  the  county,  as  well  as  in  local  politics.  He  is  a 
worker,  industrious,  and  energetic  and  capable.  He 
will  make  a public  officer  who  will  meet  the  demands 
of  the  public — faithful  to  his  friends,  independent 
in  character,  with  a strong  sense  of  duty.  Mr. 
Wright  is  a man  in  whose  charge  the  office  of  Reg- 
ister and  Recorder  will  have  a ciean  and  business- 
like administration.” 

Through  all  these  years  Mr.W  right  has  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  office  in  such  a manner  as 
to  give  entire  satisfaction  to  the  people  of  the  coun- 
ty, who  have  repeatedly  re-elected  him,  and  he  is 
now  for  the  fifth  time  nominated  to  the  incumbency 
by  the  Republicans  of  the  county.  On  his  re-nomina- 
tion, at  the  countv  convention  in  August,  1899,  the 
Montrose  Independent  Republican  thus  referred  to 
him:  ‘Air.  Wright's  eminent  qualifications  for  the 
position,  his  valuable  services  to  the  party  and  to 
the  people  of  the  county,  and  his  great  personal  pop- 
ularity, are  the  factors  which  have  secured  his  re- 
nomination, and  they  will  secure  his  re-election  at 
the  polls.” 

Mr.  Wright  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  a born 


politician.  Throughout  the  struggle  waged  by  our 
senator  and  representatives  in  behalf  ol  the  Erie 
Bonus  Bill,  Mr.  Wright  worked  early  and  late  to 
further  their  efforts,  and  during  the  last  session  of 
the  Legislature  he  was  in  constant  attendance  at 
liarnsuurg,  seconding  the  work  of  our  members, 
and  staying  there  until  its  triumphant  passage  and 
final  approval  by  the  Governor.  He  has  been  one 
of  the  greatest  party  workers  and  most  successful 
and  influential  men  in  the  party  in  the  politics  of 
Susquehanna  county  for  a decade  or  more.  He  is 
ever  courteous,  obliging  and  accommodating,  and 
as  an  official  has  been  most  efficient  and  popular. 
Socially  Mr.  Wright  is  identified  with  various  or- 
ders. He  is  prominent  in  Masonry  and  in  Odd 
Fellowship.  Fie  has  served  as  Worshipful  Master 
of  Warren  Lodge  No.  240,  of  Montrose,  and  has 
filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  lodge;  has  been  Most  Ex- 
cellent High  Priest  of  Warren  Chapter  No.  180,  of 
Montrose;  and  also  a Knight  Templar,  being  a 
member  of  Great  Bend  Commandery  No.  27.  He 
has  been  Regent  of  Montrose  Council,  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum. 

On  April  26,  1881,  Mr.  Wright  was  married 
to  Miss  Juliet,  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Du  Bois, 
of  Great  Bend  [see  Du  Bois  history,  elsewhere], 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Emma. 

WILLIAM  G.  SMALL  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  widely  known  as  the  genial  and  popular 
host  of  the  “Pleasant  Valley  Hotel,”  in  Liberty 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  was  a native  of 
the  county,  born  in  Forest  Lake  township,  in  1830, 
and  was  a son  of  William  and  Fannie  (Hendricks) 
Small,  natives  of  Cornwall,  England,  and  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  respectively.  The  father  was  born  in  1796, 
and  when  very  young  was  brought  to  America  by 
his  parents,  William  and  Mary  (Martin)  Small, 
who  located  in  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  when  this  region  was  a vast  wilderness.  In 
their  family  were  four  children,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  of  whom:  Joseph  married  and  located 

in  Beaver  county,  Penn.,  where  he  reared  a fam- 
ily. Ann  married  RoTert  Huddleston,  and  lived 
for  a time  in  Forest  Lake  township,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Bloomsburg,  Penn.,  where  he  died,  and 
she  now  makes  her  home  with  her  children.  Mary 
wedded  William  Belamby  and  located  in  Blooms- 
burg, where  both  died,  leaving  a daughter,  Mary, 
who  married  Samuel  Cosier,  and  both  died  in  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

William  Small,  the  father  of  our  subject,  com- 
pletes the  above  family.  In  early  life  he  engaged  in 
carpentering  and  milling  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
but  later  removed  to  Chemung  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  departed  this  life.  Subsequently  his  widow  re- 
turned to  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  she  married  Daniel  Lincoln,  and  where 
both  made  their  home  throughout  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  her  death  occurring  in  1863.  All  of  her 
seven  children  were  born  of  the  first  union,  and  are 
as  follows:  (1)  Charles  spent  his  life  in  Forest 
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Lake  township,  engaged  in  carpentering,  and  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  He  married  Alice  Lin- 
coln, a sister  of  our  subject’s  wife,  and  died  in  1891, 
leaving  a widow  and  six  children — Emma,  who 
married  Mina  Jones,  of  Rushville,  Penn.;  Huldah, 
who  married  (first)  Wright  Giffin,  who  was  killed 
with  a threshing  machine,  and  (second)  Lee  Grif- 
fice,  of  Leroy,  N.  Y. ; Louisa,  who  married  Allie 
McKpebv,  of  Forest  Lake ; Ellen,  who  married  Asa 
Gregory,  of  Wyalusing,  Penn. ; Kate,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Finch,  of  Hancock,  N.  Y. ; and  Edith,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  Vandike,  of  Jessup,  Penn.  (2)  Wakeman 
married  Theressa  Dewers,  and  located  in  Jessup 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  died, 
leaving*  a widow,  still  a resident  of  the  county. 
Their  children  were  Georgiana,  wife  of  a Mr.  Rey- 
nolds, of  Factoryville,  Penn.;  Nettie;  Urnana,  wife 
of  Albert  Miller,  of  Montrose  ; William,  a resident 
of  Jessup  township,  who  married  Effie  Gardner; 
Frederick,  deceased  in  Factoryville,  who  married 
Emma  Hines;  and  Ralph,  who  died  young.  (3) 
Vanness  married  Isadore  Clark,  and,  enlisting  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  in  the  143rd  P.V.  I.,was  killed  dur- 
ing the  second  day  of  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness ; 
his  widow  survived  him  with  one  son,  Charles,  a resi- 
dent of  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  county,  who  mar- 
ried Alice  Decker.  (4)  George  married  Eva  Dewell, 
and  they  make  their  home  on  his  farm  in  Forest  Lake 
township.  They  have  one  daughter  living,  Dora, 
wife  of  Scott  Drake,  a resident  of  New  York  State ; 
Frank  and  Stella  are  deceased.  (5)  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  Levi  Lincoln,  of  Forest  Lake  township,  and 
they  have  one  son,  George,  who  married  Stella 
Smith.  (6)  Adelaide  married  David  Dewers,  of 
Jessup  township,  and  they  resided  in  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  died,  leaving 
his  wife  with  two  daughters,  Fannie  and  Mamie, 
the  former  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Brown,  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  the  latter  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Terry,  of  Rush  township. 

William  G.  Small,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  grew  to  manhood  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  and  acquired 
an  excellent  knowledge  of  farm  work  on  the  home 
farm.  In  1858  he  married  Miss  Phoebe  A.  Lin- 
coln, a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hulda  (Thatcher) 
Lincoln,  and  a member  of  one  of  the  old  and  promi- 
nent families  of  Forest  Lake  township.  Both  her 
parents  were  natives  of  Brattleboro,  Yt.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Small  located  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  a farm  on  which  he  made 
many  improvements.  On  selling  that  place  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  now  owned  by  Alonzo  Cole,  in  the 
same  township,  and  in  1880  was  made  general 
overseer  of  the  poor  asylum  in  Rush  township,  of 
which  he  and  his  wife  had  charge  for  five  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased  the  “Pleasant 
Valley  Hotel,”  in  Liberty  township,  which  he  most 
successfully  conducted  until  called  from  this  life. 
He  was  stricken  with  paralysis,  and  died  very 
suddenly  January  28,  1899,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine. 


The  four  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Small 
were  as  follows:  (1)  Huldah,  born  in  Septem- 

ber, 1862,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  (2)  Ella, 
born  in  April,  1859,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Ball,  of 
Forest  Lake  township,  and  they  have  three  children 
— Floyd,  Hazel  and  Lena.  (3)  Alpha,  born  in  1864, 
was  educated  in  the  high  schools  of  Montrose  and 
New  Milford,  and  for  a number  of  years  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  in  Susquehanna  county. 
In  1890  she  married  Edwin  Lindsley,  now  a mer-. 
chant  of  Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
they  have  two  daughters,  Ethel  and  Lula.  (4) 
Arthur,  born  in  July,  1867,  now  has  charge  of  the 
hotel  which  his  father  owned'.  He  married  Bell 
Gardner,  of  Rush  township,  and  they  have  four 
children — Cecil,  Daisy,  Carrie  and  Nina. 

Politically  Mr.  Small  was  first  identified  with 
the  Whig  and  later  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  seventeen  years  he  most  creditably  and  accept- 
ably served  as  constable  of  Forest  Lake  township. 
Religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  attended  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  he  was 
an  honored  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  No. 
471,  in  Rush  township,  and  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men.  His  character  was  beyond  reproach, 
and  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  had  the 
pleasure  of  his  acquaintance,  on  account  of  his 
sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of  character. 

CYRLTS  B.  MARCY,  an  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive citizen  of  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  whose  life  has  been  devoted  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  was  born  July  22,  1847,  and  011 
the  paternal  side  is  of  Irish  extraction.  His  grand- 
father, Abel  Marcy,  was  a pioneer  settler  of  Wyo- 
ming countv,  Penn.,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
many  years,  becoming  one  of  the  foremost  citizens 
of  that  county.  He  was  an  extensive  and  prosper- 
ous lumberman,  owning  hundreds  of  acres  of  wood- 
land, two  sawmills,  and  also  a gristmill,  which  he 
operated.  He  served  as  colonel  in  the  State  Mili- 
tia for  some  time,  and  as  a Whig  took  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  local  politics.  He  first  mar- 
ried Eunice  Spencer,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children : Sally,  deceased ; Theron,  the  father  of 
our  subject;  and  Mary.  For  his  second  wife  the 
grandfather  married  Afifa  Harding,  and  his  third 
marriage  was  to  Sarah  Hoadley.  He  died  upon  the 
old  homestead  in  Wyoming  county,  in  1850,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years. 

Theron  Marcy,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Wyoming  county,  April  1,  1808,  and  spent  almost 
his  entire  life  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  lumbering,  owning  several 
tracts  of  timber  land.  In  his  native  county,  he 
married  Miss  Susana  Strickland,  who  was  born 
February  n,  1819,  a daughter  of  Sylvester  and 
Rachel  Strickland,  and  died  April  18,  1890,  while 
his  death  occurred  near  Tunkhannock,  Penn.,  No- 
vember 11,  1862.  Both  were  sincere  and  faithful 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; so- 
cially he  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
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politically  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  five  children,  the 
others  being  Mary,  who  died  young;  Samuel  T.,  a 
farmer  of  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Ruth  R.,  deceased  wife  of  William  Giles,  of  Lathrop 
township ; and  Ezra,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years. 

The  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  Cyrus  B. 
Marcy  spent  in  Wyoming  county,  and  then  came 
to  Susquehanna ' county,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  At  that  age  he  was  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources  bv  the  death  of  his  father,  and  was 
forced  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  At  the 
early  age  of  seventeen  he  joined  the  boys  in  blue, 
enlisting  August  29,  1864,  in  Company  C,  203rd 
P.  V.  I.,  and  he  remained  in  the  service  until  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  returning  home  July  4,  1865. 
He  was  first  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Small- 
wood, who  was  killed  at  Fort  Fisher,  and  later  un- 
der Capt.  Duncan,  who  took  part  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Chapin's  farm,  Darbvtown  road,  and  sev- 
eral skirmishes  in  North  Carolina,  and  though  un- 
der fire  many  times  was  never  in  an  important  bat- 
tle, onlv  a part  of  the  company  being  at  Fort  Fisher. 
After  the  war  Mr.  Marcy  purchased  a partially  im- 
proved farm  of  fifty-seven  and  one-half  acres  in 
Springville  township,  which  he  operated  for  six 
years  and  then  sold.  His  next  purchase  consisted 
of  sixty-eight  acres  of  land  in  the  same  township, 
which  was  under  cultivation,  and  since  locating 
thereon,  in  1879,  he  has  tnade  many  excellent  im- 
provements, including  the  erection  of  a comfortable 
residence,  a good  barn,  and  other  outbuildings.  He 
has  engaged  in  huckstering,  dairying  and  general 
farming,  and  has  been  fairly  successful  in  his  under- 
takings, so  that  he  is  now  quite  well-to-do. 

In  Springville  township,  October  26,  1889,  Mr. 
Marcy  married  Miss  Ella  Rogers,  a daughter  of 
Giles  G.  and  Polly  (Wilcox)  Rogers.  Her  father 
Avas  born  in  New  London  county,  Conn.,  February 
4,  1813.  and  died  February  17,  1898,  while  her 
mother  was  born  in  Falls  township,  V yoming  Co., 
Penn.,  January  4.  1820,  and  died  March  16,  1886. 
Mrs.  Marcy's  paternal  grandparents  were  David 
and  Lucinda  (Gardner)  Rogers,  and  her  maternal 
grandparents  were  Isaac  and  Freelo\re  (Madison) 
Wilcox.  She  was  born  April  21,  1854,  and  is  fifth 
in  the  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  six  children,  the 
others  being  Mary,  now  the  widow  of  Thomas 
Moore,  of  Springville  township ; Sarah,  who  died 
A’oung ; Hester,  wife  of  Orin  Pritchard,  of  Spring- 
A'ille  township;  Lucy,  wife  of  Lewis  Clendenny, 
of  Sayre,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; and  Arthur,  a miller, 
of  Springville  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcy 
have  one  son,  Ernest  Theron,  born  August  12, 
1891. 

In  politics  Mr.  Marcy  is  somewhat  independ- 
ent, but  usually  supports  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Republican  party.  Fraternally  he  is  an  hon- 
ored member  of  the  Grand  xWnw  of  the  Republic ; 
and  religiously  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  all  the  relations 


of  life  he  has  been  found  true  to  every  trust  re- 
posed in  him,  and  ne  certainly  merits  the  high  re- 
gard in  which  he  is  uniformly  held. 

EDWORTH  A.  JENNER,  a well-1  mown  and 
highly-esteemed  citizen  of  Jessup  township,  has 
throughout  his  entire  business  career  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  agricultural  and  indus- 
trial interests  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  now,  in 
connection  with  his  farming  operations,  conducts 
a sawmill  and  shingle-mill  with  good  success.  He 
is  an  enterprising  and  energetic  business  man,  and 
the  prosperity  that  has  come  to  him  is  well  de- 
served. 

A native  of  Susquehanna,  county,  Mr.  Jenner 
was  born  in  Forest  Lake  township,  December  13, 
1845,  a son  °f  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Horton)  Jen- 
ner, the  former  a native  of  Sussex,  England,  born 
in  1818,  the  latter  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
born  in  1823.  When  a young  man  the  father 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Forest  Lake  township,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  joiner  with  Daniel  Lincoln.  He 
is  now  a resident  of  Choconut  township,  and  is 
still  actively  engaged  in  carpentering  and  farming. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children:  Edworth  A.,  our  subject;  Adelaide,  wife 
of  Alvin  Fairbrother,  a farmer  and  tinsmith  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Frances,  deceased  wife  of 
George  Tracy;  Amanda,  wife  of  Sylvanus  Fair- 
brother,  a farmer  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Jose- 
phine, wife  of  Frank  Tiffany,  a farmer  of  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county;  Nellie,  who  died 
young ; Louisa,  wife  of  Wesley  Osincup,  a mer- 
chant of  Vestal  Center,  N.  Y. ; Gertie,  wife  of  John 
Snedaker,  an  artist  and  Methodist  Episcopal  min- 
ister of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; George,  a farmer  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; and  Burton,  a blacksmith 
of  the  same  county. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Edworth  A.  Jenner 
were  passed  under  the  parental  roof,  and  he  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
two.  In  the  meantime,  however,  he  devoted  almost 
two  vears  to  the  service  of  his  country  during  the 
Civil  war.  enlisting  at  Owego,  N.  Y.,  December  8, 
1863,  in  Company  G,  5th  New  York  Cavalry,  under 
Capt.  Crum,  and  he  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Winchester  and  in  various  skirmishes  in  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley.  He  fell  from  the  bank  of  a creek 
and  broke  his  right  arm,  and  for  six  months  was 
confined  in  the  hospital  at  Judiciary  Square,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  The  Avar  being  over,  he  was  hon- 
orable discharged  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  August  9, 
1865,  and  returned  to  his  home. 

In  Forest  Lake  township  Mr.  Jenner  Avas  mar- 
ried. December  5,  1867.  to  Miss  Eliza  L.  Harvey, 
who  was  born  in  England,  June  12,  1842.  a daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Wooten)  Harvey, 
natives  of  Staffordshire,  England,  who  on  their  em- 
igration to  America  located  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
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ship,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1848,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Rush  township,  where  the  mother  died  in 
February,  1896,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Bolles  cemetery.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  April,  1817,  died  in  Rush  township 
April  11,  1899.  Both  he  and  his  wife  held  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, while  he  was 
a Democrat  in  politics  and  served  as  county  jury 
commissioner,  supervisor  and  assessor.  The  children 
born  to  him  and  his  wife  were : Mary  A.,  deceased 

wife  of  Norton  Allen;  George  H.,  a farmer  of  Jes- 
sup township;  Eliza  L.,  wife  of  our  subject;  John, 
who  remained  with  his  father ; William,  deceased ; 
James,  a resident  of  Auburn,  Susquehanna  county; 
Wesley,  a resident  of  Vestal  Center,  N.  Y. ; and 
Albert,  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenner  have  a fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  namely : Inez,  wife  of  Leo 

Pierson,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  and  the  saw- 
mill business  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Clara  E., 
wife  of  Everet  Devine,  a farmer  of  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county;  Frederick  W.,  who  married 
Bell  McKeebv,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  South 
Montrose;  Frances  M.,  wife  of  Leonard  Watson, 
of  Susquehanna  county ; Alice  E.,  Harvey  G.  and 
Andrew  E.,  all  at  home. 

For  two  years  after  the  war  Mr.  Jenner  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  in  Montrose,  then 
followed  farming  in  Forest  Lake  township  for 
years,  and  for  a quarter  of  a century  conducted  a 
blacksmith  shop  at  North  Branch  and  Middle 
Branch.  While  at  North  Branch  he  served  as  post- 
master for  seven  years.  On  April  7,  1891,  he  lo- 
cated upon  his  present  farm  in  Jessup  township, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  but  recently  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  his  residence  by  fire.  He 
is  an  honored  member  of  the  Grange  and  of  the 
Grand  Army  post  in  Rush,  and  politically  he  is 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 

LOREN  N.  WILCOX  is  a typical  repre- 
sentative of  the  prosperous  agricultural  class  in 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  was  born  Decem- 
ber 19,  1857,  on  the  fine  farm  in  Auburn  town- 
ship which  he  now  owns  and  cultivates,  son  of 
Martin  and  Maryette  (French)  Wilcox. 

Martin  Wilcox  was  born  October  24,  1830,  in 
a part  of  Luzerne  county  which  is  now  included  in 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  and  his  parents,  Isaac 
and  Freelove  (Madison)  Wilcox,  were  natives  of 
New  York  State.  They  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1836,  locating  first  in  Springville  town- 
ship, and  in  1844  removing  to  Auburn,  where  Mr. 
Wilcox  and  his  son  Ephraim  took  up  137  acres  of 
wild  land.  He  made  a clearing  for  a log  house  and 
commenced  to  improve  and  cultivate  his  land,  spend- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life  here.  For  many  years 
he  also  boated  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal. 
By  his  first  wife,  whom  he  married  in  New  York 
State,  Isaac  Wilcox  had  three  children,  all  of  whom 
are  now  deceased,  namely:  Lucinda,  Mrs.  Christ. 

Van  Dusen;  Emily,  Mrs.  Loren  Newton;  and 
Katie,  who  was  first  married  to  John  Palmatier, 


and  later  to  James  Travis.  By  his  second  wife, 
Freelove  Madison,  he  had  children  as  follows : 
Ephraim,  deceased,  who  married  and  reared  a fam- 
ily ; Calista,  widow  of  Oliver  Phillips,  of  Lyon  coun- 
ty, Kans. ; Calvin,  deceased,  who  married  and  had 
a family ; Polly,  Airs.  Giles  Rogers,  deceased ; Mar- 
tha J.,  wife  of  Nelson  Seely,  a farmer  of  Leshore 
Rapids,  Kans.;  Martin,  father  of  our  subject;  Ma- 
tilda, Mrs.  Wesley  Turner,  deceased;  and  Amasa, 
a farmer  of  Auburn  township.  The  father  of  this 
family  passed  away  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two,  the  mother  surviving  until  February  21,  1866, 
when  she  was  seventy-three  years  old,  and  they  were 
buried  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery;  she  was  a member 
of  the  Christian  Church. 

Martin  Wilcox  came  to  the  place  now  owned  b_> 
his  son  Loren  in  1836,  and  there  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits  all  his  life,  for  some  years  engaging 
also  in  lumbering:,  and  he  was  an  industrious  and 
successful  man.  On  May  7,  1853,  he  was  married, 
in  Wyoming  county,  to  Miss  Maryette  French,  who 
was  born  July  14,  1836,  in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y., 
daughter  of  Isaac  French,  a native  of  Connecticut, 
who  followed  farming  in  New  York  State.  Their 
union  was  blessed  with  the  following-named  chil- 
dren : Florence,  who  died  in  Infancy ; Loren  N. ; 

Lillian  B.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Leslie  Pierson,  a 
merchant  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Walter  L.,  a res- 
ident of  Rush  township;  Jennie,  wife  of  Frank 
Brundage,  manager  of  a tea  company  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ; Etta  F.,  deceased,  who  married  Ernest  Peet, 
of  Scranton,  Penn.;  and  Myrtie  E.,  wife  of  Frank 
Harriman,  a traveling  agent.  On  July  21,  1891, 
the  father  was  thrown  from  a buggy  and  had  his 
neck  broken ; the  accident  happened  at  Auburn 
Four  Corners.  His  remains  rest  in  Jersey  Hill 
cemetery.  In  politics  Mr.  Wilcox  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  in  religious  connection  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  with  which  his  widow 
is  also  united.  She  now  makes  her  home  with  her 
son  Loren  on  the  old  farm. 

Loren  N.  Wilcox  received  a good  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Auburn  township,  which  lie 
attended  during  his  bovhood  and  youth,  and  he  was 
inducted  into  the  mysteries  of  agriculture  on  the 
home  farm,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of 
1879.  At  that  time  he  went  West,  and  for  over  two 
years  engaged  in  lumbering,  on  ranches,  and  in 
mining,  in  different  counties  in  that  region.  On 
his  return  home  he  spent  the  summer  with  his  father 
on  the  farm,  in  the  fall  going  on  the  West  Branch 
and  continuing  at  lumbering  all  winter.  He  then 
purchased  the  old  Crane  farm,  on  Jersey  Hill,  which 
lie  carried  on  for  eight  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
buying  the  homestead,  where  he  has  ever  since  re- 
mained. The  place  comprises  i2il/2  acres  of  excell- 
ent, land,  in  the  highest  state  of  cultivation,  with 
all  improvements  known  to  the  modern  farmer,  for 
Mr.  Wilcox  ranks  second  to  none  in  the  township 
as  an  intelligent  and  progressive  agriculturist.  His 
farm  gives  every  evidence  of  the  skill  and  system 
which  are  used  in  its  operation,  and  is  one  of  the 
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best  in  the  section.  Our  subject  gives  his  entire 
attention  to  his  agricultural  interests,  taking  no  act- 
ive part  in  public  affairs,  but  he  is  nevertheless  a 
well-known  and  influential  citizen  of  his  community, 
and  he  is  public-spirited  and  enterprising  in  every 
respect.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  married,  at  Silvara,  Penn.,  on 
April  7,  1887,  to  Miss  Libbie  Warner,  and  they  have 
had  three  children,  born  as  follows : Maud  E.,  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1888;  Martin,  July  20,  1893;  Glenn,  De- 
cember 28,  1895.  Mrs.  Wilcox  was  born  January 
8,  1868,  at  West  Auburn,  Susquehanna  county, 
daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Scribner)  Warner, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  May  9,  1835,  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county,  son  of 
Samuel  Warner,  a native  of  Connecticut,  who  set- 
tled in  Susquehanna  county  in  1816;  the  mother 
was  born  December  25,  1846,  in  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  daughter  of  Zedick  and  Cynthia  Scribner. 
Mrs.  Wilcox  is  one  of  ten  children — Ada,  wife  of 
Albert  Low,  a farmer  of  Hart  Lake,  Penn. ; Lib- 
bie ; Burton,  a farmer  of  Hart  Lake ; Benton,  living 
with  his  father,  who  is  now  a resident  of  West  Au- 
burn ; Paul,  a machinist,  living  at  Silvara ; Maggie, 
wife  of  James  Biles,  a painter,  of  Camptown,  Penn. ; 
Charles,  living  at  home ; Katie,  wife  of  William  Mc- 
Dermott, a farmer  of  Spring  Hill,  Penn. ; Harrie, 
who  lives  at  home ; and  Blanch,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Warner  is  a wheelwright  by  occupation.  He 
and  his  wife’  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

JAMES  WARD  BOLLES.  General  farm- 
ing, with  seed  growing  as  a specialty,  is  the  occu- 
pation in  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  profita- 
bly engaged  in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  is  a young  farmer  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary enterprise  and  industry.  In  his  early  man- 
hood he  taught  school  for  several  years,  and  since 
then  has  successfully  engaged  in  agriculture. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Dimock  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  November  18,  1855,  a son  of 
John  and  Eve  (Ward)  Bolles.  His  father  was  born 
in  Dimock  township,  February  8,  1821,  a son  of 
Avery  and  Eunice  (Witter)  Bolles,  and  a grand- 
son of  John  Bolles,  who  settled  in  Dimock  township 
in  1813.  Eve  Ward,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Crawford  township,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
September  21,  1820.  John  Bolles,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  followed  the  trades  of  carpenter  and  cabi- 
net-maker in  his  earlier  years,  and  later  removed  to 
Brooklyn  township,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in 
farming.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Their  family  consisted 
of  James  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Charles  F.. 
who  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  William  J.,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Jennie  E.,  wife  of  Fred  Bun- 
nell, of  Dimock  township. 

Tames  W.  Bolles  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  during 
that  time  he  was  engaged  four  winters  in  teaching 
school  in  Bridgewater,  Brooklvn  and  Lathrop  town- 


ships, Susquehanna  county.  He  married,  March 
8,  1881,  in  Harford  township,  Mary  j.  Manson,  who 
was  born  in  New  Milford  township,  February  6, 
1857,  a daughter  of  James  O.  and  Margaret  C. 
(Alexander)  Manson.  Her  father,  now  a success- 
ful grower  of  seeds,  and  a general  farmer  of  Har- 
ford township,  was  born  in  Bangor,  County  Down, 
Ireland,  April  25,  1827,  a son  of  David  and  Mar- 
garet (Oram)  Manson,  and  grandson  of  David 
Manson,  who  lived  in  the  North  of  Ireland  and  was 
of  Scotch  extraction.  David  Manson,  the  father 
of  James  O.,  died  in  Ireland  in  1847,  aged  forty- 
eight  years.  His  widow,  Margaret,  married  James 
Porter,  who  died  in  Canada  while  on  his  way  to 
the  United  States  with  his  wife  and  four  of  her 
children.  She  died  in  Texas  in  1887,  aged  eighty- 
seven  years.  The  six  children  of  David  and  Mar- 
garet Manson  were  John,  who  died  in  Dane  county, 
Wis. ; James  O. ; Thomas,  who  died  in  Dane  coun- 
ty, Wis. ; Mary,  wife  of  John  Straine,  of  Rockwell, 
Iowa ; David,  a farmer  of  Smithland,  Iowa ; and 
Maggie,  wife  of  Nick  Anderson,  of  McCune,  Kans. 
James  O.  Manson  married,  in  Ireland,  April  12, 
1852,  Margaret  C.  Alexander,  who  was  born  March 
23,  1832,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  (McCon- 
nell) Alexander  (who  in  i860  migrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  Harford  township),  and  grand- 
daughter of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Campbell)  Al- 
exander, natives  of  Scotland,  who  died  in  Ireland ; 
her  maternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Sarah 
McConnell.  The  children  of  Robert  and  Mary 
Alexander  were  Margaret  C. ; Robert,  a grocer  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Mary,  who  married  Robert 
Hill,  of  Harford,  and  is  now  deceased;  James,  who 
died  in  California;  William,  a physician,  who  died 
in  Colorado;  Sarah,  wife  of  David  Andrews;  Jane, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years ; and  Ellen, 
who  married  Thomas  Hill,  and  is  now  deceased. 

In  1852,  the  year  of  his  marriage,  James  O. 
Manson  came  to  America  with  his  young  wife.  For 
two  years  he  lived  in  Harford  township,  then  spent 
one  year  in  New  Milford  township,  and  in  1S55 
moved  to  his  present  farm  in  Harford,  where  he 
has  ever  since  resided.  He  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a Repub- 
lican. He  learned  the  art  of  seed-raising  in  Scot- 
land, and  has  followed  it  successfully  in  Harford 
township  since  1869.  The  children  born  to  James 
O.  and  Margaret  C.  Manson  are  Robert  A.,  a farm- 
er of  Harford  township,  who  married  Nancy  Gow ; 
Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Maggie,  who  mar- 
ried Eug'ene  Whitney,  and  is  now  dead. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  our  subject  moved  to 
his  present  farm  in  Harford  township,  where  he 
has  ever  since  resided,  and  where  he  is  actively  en- 
gaged in  seed-growing,  a branch  of  farming  which 
he  learned  from  his  father-in-law,  and  in  which  he 
has  been  quite  successful.  He  is  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  in  politics  is  independent.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bolles  have  been  born  three  children: 
Lee  M.  (who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years),  Lil- 
lie M.  and  Ray  J. 
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JAMES  J.  WALKER,  the  burgess  of  Forest 
City,  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Susque- 
hanna county  who  impress  the  people  they  meet  in 
a favorable  manner.  In  addition  to  the  public 
office  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill,  Mr.  Walker 
has  for  many  years  been  connected  with  the  coal 
interests  of  the  community,  being  now  chief  book- 
keeper of  the  Hillsdale  Coal  & iron  Co.  The  con- 
scientious performance  of  the  duties  of  a responsi- 
ble position  not  only  requires  that  the  official  shall 
be  a man  of  high  integrity,  but  gives  to  the  char- 
acter a clearness  and  directness  of  manner  and  con- 
duct, which  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the  mental  and 
moral  make-up  of  the  individual. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  29,  1866,  in 
Carbondale,  Penn.,  son  of  John  J.  and  Mary  (Law- 
ler) Walker.  Both  parents  were  natives  of  Ire- 
land. John  J.  Walker  was  a machinist  by  trade, 
and  was  employed  for  many  years  by  the  Hillsdale 
Coal  & Iron  Co.,  of  Mayfield.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  five  children : Emmett  J.,  engineer  for 

the  Electric  Light  Co.,  of  Carbondale ; Mary,  at 
home,  in  Mayfield ; ' Agnes,  now  attending  the 
Stroudsburg  Normal  School;  James  J.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch ; and  Madaline. 

James  J.  Walker  in  his  boyhood  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Carbondale,  and  St.  Rose  Acad- 
emy. He  secured  employment  with  the  Hillsdale 
Coal  & Iron  Co.  soon  after  he  left  school,  and  in 
1883,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  was  sent  by  that 
company  to  Forest  City  as  its  bookkeeper.  Later 
he  was  transferred  for  a time  to  Moosic.  Return- 
ing to  Forest  City  he  became  weighmaster  and  coal 
inspector  for  the  same  company,  and  from  that 
position  rose  to  chief  bookkeeper. 

On  August  17,  1892,  Mr.  Walker  was  married 
to  Miss  Winifred  F.  Fleming,  daughter  of  .Martin 
and  Mary  (Murray)  Fleming,  and  their  family 
consists  of  three  children,  as  follows : Harold  J., 

Mary  I.  and  Winifred  M.  In  religious  affiliation 
he  is  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Politically  Mr.  Walker  is  a stanch  Democrat.  He 
has  served  the  city  as  auditor,  and  was  elected  city 
burgess  in  1897,  attaining  the  honor  when  yet  young 
in  years.  The  young  mayor  fills  his  public  offices 
with  a due  sense  of  their  importance,  and  with  in- 
telligent and  painstaking  attention,  but  in  a man- 
ner so  unassuming  that  it  commends  him  to  the 
esteem  and  best  wishes  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

WILLIAM  F.  GREEN,  one  of  the  most 
active,  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  July  31, 
1859,  on  a farm  near  the  one  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides, and  is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
most  honored  and  highly  esteemed  families  of  the 
county. 

Mr.  Green's  parents  were  George  B.  and  Sid- 
ney M.  (Kirkkuff)  Green,  the  former  a native  of 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  the  latter  of  Warren  coun- 
ty, N.  J.  Thev  were  married  in  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1855,  and  the  following 


year  took  up  their  residence  in  Rush  township, 
where  the  mother  is  still  living  with  our  subject. 
Throughout  his  active  business  life  the  father  en- 
gaged m agricultural  pursuits,  and  as  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  his  township  he  was  several 
times  elected  to  local  offices,  including  those  of 
supervisor  and  school  director,  the  duties  of  which 
he  most  capably  and  satisfactorily  performed.  He 
died  September  15,  1891,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven 
years  and  six  months,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Rush 
Center  cemetery.  In  his  death  the  community  lost 
one  of  its  most  valued  and  useful  citizens.  Our 
subject  is  third  in  the  order  of  birth  in  the  family 
of  four  children,  the  others  being:  Mary  E.,  wife 

of  Cyrus  Roberts,  a farmer  of  Rush  township ; 
Emma  C.,  at  home;  and  Edwin  F.,  who  married 
Ella  Bertholf,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Jessup 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  being  also  an  en- 
ergetic, practical  and  successful  carpenter. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents,  Amos  and 
Dolly  (Prince)  Green,  were  natives  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  respectively,  and  in  the 
latter  place  spent  their  married  life.  The  grand- 
father, who  was  a farmer  and  carpenter  by  occupa- 
tion, died  there  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  By 
a former  marriage  he  had  four  children,  namely : 
William,  Zimri,  Amos  and  Flavo,  and  by  his  sec- 
ond union  had  the  following  children : Mary,  wife 
of  A.  P.  Robinson,  of  Bradford  county ; Ellen,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Henry  Birchard  ; Francis;  George  B., 
father  of  our  subject;  Harriet,  deceased  wife  of 
Abram  French;  Charlotte,  wife  of  W.  H.  Marshall, 
of  New  York  State;  Catherine,  deceased  wife  of 
Chester  Wells;  Eliza,  deceased  wife  of  Jerome  Nor- 
ton ; and  Henry,  a resident  of  Lock  Haven,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mrs.  Green,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born 
January  12,  1833,  a daughter  of  William  B.  and 
Mary  A.  (Hagerman)  Kirkkuff,  natives  of  War- 
ren county,  N.  J.,  who  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  in  1853,  and  located  in  Rush  township, 
where  her  father  followed  farming  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  born  in  1810,  and 
died  in  September,  1889.  His  wife  survived  him 
for  some  years,  dying  June  18,  1898,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-seven  years  and  six  months,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  by  his  side  in  Auburn  township.  Their 
children  were  as  follows : Sidney  M.,  the  mother 
of  our  subject;  Amelia  A.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah  M.,  wife  of  Bronson  Shoemaker,  a farmer 
of  Rush  township;  John  M.,  who  died  in  Susque- 
hanna county ; Caroline,  wife  of  George  Gardner, 
a farmer  of  Rush  township;  Amy,  wife  of  Samuel 
Williams,  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Charlotte,  wife 
of  Tracy  Youngs,  a farmer  of  Forest  Lake  township, 
Susquehanna  county ; Mary,  wife  of  Daniel  Everitts, 
a farmer  of  Auburn  township ; and  Ella,  wife  of 
Jackson  Patterson,  a farmer  of  Rush  township. 
Mrs.  Green’s  paternal  grandparents,  Christopher 
and  Margaret  (Barnes)  Kirkkuff,  were  both  born  in 
New  Jersey,  where  the  latter  died,  while  the  former 
died  in  Monroe  county,  Pennsylvania. 
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Until  eighteen  years  of  age  William  F.  Green 
assisted  in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm  and  attended 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  then 
worked  as  a farm  hand  for  four  years,  and  in  the 
meantime  commenced  teaching  school  in  Rush  town- 
ship, at  the  age  of  twenty,  successfully  following 
that  vocation  for  ten  terms.  Since  1891,  however, 
he  has  given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  home  farm.  He  has  met  with  ex- 
cellent success  in  its  management,  being  one  of  the 
most  systematic  agriculturists  of  the  locality.  Po- 
litically he  was  first  a Republican,  but  being  a strong 
temperance  man,  he  now  supports  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Prohibition  party.  In  1897  he  was  elect- 
ed township  clerk,  and  his  official  duties  were  most 
ably  and  satisfactorily  discharged. 

CHARLES  STEIGER,  a well-known  general 
farmer  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  the  present  secretary  of  the  Fairdale  Creamery 
Co.,  was  born  in  that  township,  January  11,  1863, 
a son  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (McKeeby)  Steiger,  the 
former  a native  of  New  Jersey,  the  latter  of  Sus- 
quehanna county.  The  paternal  grandparents,  Lu- 
cas and  Barbara  (Allen)  Steiger,  were  both  born  in 
Germany,  came  to  America  on  the  same  vessel,  and 
are  supposed  to  have  been  married  in  this  country. 
They  located  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  the 
grandmother  died,  and  in  1838  the  grandfather 
came  to  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  remained  until  1868,  in  wliich  year  he 
returned  to  Germany.  Mr.  Steiger’s  maternal 
grandparents  were  Gilbert  and  Leah  (Kater)  Mc- 
Keeby, natives  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  who  also 
became  residents  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day,  and  ever  afterward 
made  their  home  there. 

Joseph  Steiger,  our  subject’s  father,  came  with 
his  father  to  Jessup  township  in  1838,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1872,  which  was  spent  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  he  has  continued  to  make  his 
home  there,  devoting  his  time  and  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  has  for  the  past  twenty  years  most  accepta- 
bly served  as  assessor  of  his  township.  He  is  now 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  is  sixty- 
eight.  Both  are  consistent  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  are  held  in  high  es- 
teem by  all  who  know  them.  They  had  children 
as  follows : Augustus  D.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 

milk  business  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Gilbert,  who 
died  in  infancy ; M.  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of 
Smith  Lathrop ; and  Charles,  our  subject. 

Charles  Steiger  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  continued  to  assist  his  father  until 
1895,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm,  whose 
neat  and  thrifty  appearance  plainly  indicates  the 
supervision  of  a careful  and  painstaking  owner,  and 
one  who  thoroughly  understands  his  chosen  calling. 
He  is  an  enterprising  and  progressive  business  man, 
and  in  political  sentiment  is  a strong  Democrat. 


U11  April  2,  1896,  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Steiger  was  united  111 
marriage  with  Miss  Ida  Shelp,  a native  of  Fairdale, 
and  a daughter  of  Rev.  William  and  Patience  (Rob- 
ertson ) Shelp,  of-  Susquehanna  county.  The  moth- 
er died  at  Fairdale  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  forty-four 
years,  the  father  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  in 
1882,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  and  both  were  buried 
at  Fairdale.  He  was  connected  with  the  ministry 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  and  had  given  up  preaching  and  gone 
to  Wyoming  county  for  his  health  before  his  death. 
The  children  of  the  family  were : Anna,  wife  of  J. 

N.  Andre,  a miller  of  Jessup  township;  Matilda, 
widow  of  Joseph  Plummer,  a soldier  of  the  Civil 
war;  Laura,  wife  of  Freeman  Shelp,  a farmer  of 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county  ; Maria, 
wife  of  George  Green,  a farmer  of  Elk  Lake, 
Susquehanna  county ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Alvin 
Judd,  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Nettie,  wife  of 
Henry  Dymond,  a farmer  of  Wyoming  county ; 
Lucy,  deceased;  Ida,  wife  of  our  subject;  William, 
a railroad  man  of  Clark's  Summit,  Penn. ; and  Ed- 
ward, a farmer  and  speculator  of  Wyoming  county. 
Mrs.  Steiger’s  paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Abi- 
gail Shelp,  farming  people,  were  born  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  pioneer 
days. 

FRED  W.  DUTCHER,  a leading  farmer  and 
dairyman  of  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, enjoys  the  well-earned  distinction  of  being  what 
the  public  calls  a “self-made  man,"  and  an  analy- 
zation  of  his  character  reveals  the  fact  that  enter- 
prise, well-directed  effort  and  honorable  dealing  have 
been  the  essential  features  in  his  prosperity. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Dutcher 
was  born  in  Gibson  township  in  March,  i860,  and  is 
a son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Piper)  Dutcher,  also 
natives  of  Gibson  township,  the  former  born  in  1828, 
the  latter  in  1830.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Dutcher,  was  from  New  England,  and  was  descend- 
ed from  an  old  Puritan  family  of  Scotch  origin. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  reared  in  the  town- 
ship of  their  nativity  and  were  educated  in  its  pub- 
lic schools.  The  father,  who  was  a wheelwright, 
carpenter  and  undertaker,  was  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Gibson  township,  and  as  a Repub- 
lican he  was  prominently  identified  with  its  politi- 
cal interests,  filling  a number  of  local  offices  dur- 
ing his  lifetime.  He  invented  a number  of  farm 
implements.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a strong  Uni- 
versalist,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  doctrines  of 
that  denomination.  He  was  three  times  married,  his 
second  wife,  the  mothei;  of  our  subject,  dying  in 
1863.  By  that  union  he  had  three  children:  (1) 
Ella  L.,  born  in  November,  1851,  died  in  June,  1859. 
(2)  Oscar,  born  in  Gibson  township,  in  April,  1854, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  when  a 
young  man  learned  bricklaying.  He  married  Miss 
Georgie  Baldwin,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he 
owns  a fine  home,  and  their  children  are  Fred,  Ber- 
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tha  and  George.  (3)  Fred  W.,  our  subject,  is  the 
youngest.  For  his  third  wife  the  father  wedded 
Mary  E.  Stearns,  of  Harford,  Susquehanna  county, 
by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Florence  M.,  now 
the  wife  of  Gordon  Lawrence,  of  West  Haven, 
Conn.  Mr.  Dutcher  died  in  Gibson  township,  in 
1872,  and  his  last  wife  passed  away  in  February, 
1888. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  indebted  to  the 
public  schools  of  Gibson  township  for  his  educa- 
tional privileges.  He  was  twelve  years  old  when 
he  lost  his  father,  and  at  that  tender  age  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  to  fight  the  battle  of 
life  unaided.  For  one  year  he  worked  for  Wallace 
Barnes,  for  his  board  and  clothes,  and  the  greater 
part  of  his.  younger  days  was  devoted  to  farm  work. 
In  September,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  E.  Lamb,  a daughter  of  Wesson  and  Cor- 
delia (French)  Lamb,  representatives  of  prominent 
pioneer  families  of  Susquehanna  county.  She  was 
reared  in  Oakland  township  and  educated  in  its  dis- 
trict schools.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two 
children : Agnes  J.,  who  was  born  in  Oakland  town- 
ship, February  5,  1889,  and  is  now  a student  in  the 
home  schools;  and  Ethel  C.,  who  was  born  Janu- 
ary 20,  1896,  and  is  the  pet  of  the  household. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Dutcher  located  in 
Lanesboro,  where  he  first  worked  in  a tannery,  and 
later  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  Susquehanna 
for  some  time.  In  November,  1889,  he  purchased  a 
part  of  the  Phelps  farm  in  Oakland  township  and 
also  a part  of  the  Walker  farm  adjoining,  making  a 
valuable  place  of  180  acres,  which  he  has  placed 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  also  built 
a residence  and  barn  in  modern  style  of  architecture, 
and  has  made  many  other  improvements  upon  the 
place,  which  add  greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive 
appearance.  He  enlarged  his  farm  by  the  purchase 
of  fifty  acres  in  1894,  and  in  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  is  interested  in  the  dairy  business. 
He  commenced  with  six  cows,  but  has  increased  the 
number  to  twenty,  and  has  built  up  an  excellent 
trade  as  a dealer  in  milk  in  Susquehanna.  Mr. 
Dutcher  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising,  progress- 
ive and  reliable  business  men  of  his  community,  and 
by  his  upright  and  honorable  methods  has  gained 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact.  Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, has  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  supervisor 
of  his  township  one  term,  and  is  at  present  one  of 
the  school  directors  of  Oakland. 

JAMES  P.  TAYLOR  was  born  in  West  Ches- 
ter, Chester  Co.,  Penn.,  July  8,  1843,  and  comes  of 
good  old  Quaker  stock,  his  ancestors  for  generations 
having  been  natives  of  Chester  county,  and  of  the 
Quaker  faith.  Flis  father,  William  W.  Taylor, 
born  in  1818,  and  died  in  1893,  was  the  son  of  Will- 
iam FI.  Taylor,  born  in  1781,  and  died  in  1825.  Will- 
iam W.  Taylor,  in  1841,  married  Hannah  P.  Pyle, 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Pyle.  She  was 
born  at  Kennett  Square,  Chester  county,  September 


24,  1820,  and  is  a cousin  of  Bayard  Taylor,  the  fa- 
mous author,  poet  and  traveler. 

James  P.  Taylor  is  the  eldest  of  eight  children, 
five  sons  and  three  daughters,  those  still  living  be- 
ing James  P.,  Charles  \V.,  Phoebe  E.,  Bentley  W., 
and  Fred  E.,  all  of  whom  excepting  James  P.  are 
residents  of  McDonough  county,  111.,  where  the 
mother  also  resides,  the  family  having  moved  West 
in  1867. 

N early  forty  years  ago  James  P.  Taylor  adopted 
the  newspaper  business  as  his  life  profession,  and 
has  been  continuously  connected  with  that  business 
to  the  present  time  in  the  various  Capacities  incident 
thereto  : first  in  the  mechanical  departments  and  sub- 
sequently as  manager,  publisher  and  editor.  That 
he  did  not  “mistake  his  calling’’  is  best  evidenced  by 
his  successful  editorial  career  and  the  enviable  posi- 
tion he  occupies  among  the  “brethren  of  the  frater- 
nity” throughout  Pennsylvania  and  adjoining 
States.  During  his  boyhood  he  had  the  advantages 
of  the  superior  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  later  completed  his  education  at  the  West  Ches- 
ter Academy,  and  the  State  Normal  School  at  Mil- 
lersville,  Pennsylvania. 

On  his  seventeenth  birthday  anniversary  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  the  West  Chester  Village  Record. 
as  an  apprentice  to  acquire  the  mysteries  of  the  “Art 
preservative.”  Here  he  served  the  full  term  of  a four- 
years’  apprenticeship,  but  before  the  expiration  of 
that  time  a great  crisis  occurred  which  induced  the 
young  printer  to  abandon,  at  least  temporarily,  the 
peaceful  pursuits  of  his  chosen  calling  and  take  up 
arms  in  defense  of  his  State  and  Country.  In  the 
summer  of  1863  came  Lee's  invasion  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  a call  for  troops  to  defend  the  Common- 
wealth. The  young  printer  together  with  nearly  the 
entire  available  force  of  the  office,  sought  permission 
to  enlist ; but  the  publisher  positively  refused  their 
request,  declaring  that  the  force  had  already  been 
so  depleted  of  men  by  enlistments  that  the  boys  un- 
der his  control  must  remain  and  keep  the  paper  run- 
ning. The  next  morning,  however,  found  nearly  all 
the  "boys”  missing  from  the  office  and  on  their  way 
to  the  rendezvous,  determined  to  enlist  for  the 
emergency. 

Mr.  Taylor  joined  an  independent  battery  of 
light  artillery,  commanded  by  Capt.  George  R.  Cuss. 
Reaching  Charnbersburg  the  command  was  supplied 
with  the  necessary  guns  and  horses,  and  remained 
in  the  field  until  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  when, 
the  emergency  being  ended  and  the  State  relieved  of 
the  invading  Confederates,  the  battery  proceeded  to 
Harrisburg  and  was  mustered  out.  Mr.  Taylor  at 
once  returned  to  his  “case”  in  the  Village  Record 
office,  and  resumed  his  occupation  early  in  Septem- 
ber. 

In  1866,  soon  after  severing  his  connection 
with  the  Village  Record  office,  Mr.  Taylor  went 
West,  locating  in  Bloomington,  111.,  where  he  be- 
came associate  editor  and  part  proprietor  of  the 
Daily  Pantograph.  In  this  position  he  continued 
until  November,  1870,  when  he  severed  his  connec- 
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lion  with  that  paper,  and  returned  to  Pennsylvania. 
After  his  return  to  his  native  State,  at  the  solicitation 
■of  Hon.  William  P.  Miner,  editor  of  the  Record  of 
tlic  Times,  he  went  to  Wilkesbarre,  and  connected 
himself  with  that  paper.  Soon  thereafter  he  and 
Robert  Morton  leased  the  Record  of  the  Times  plant 
for  a term  of  two  years,  and  successfully  conducted 
that  paper  until  the  expiration  of  their  lease,  when 
Mr.  Miner  again  assumed  control,  with  Mr.  Tay- 
lor as  general  manager  and  associate  editor.  In 
1873  the  Daily  Record  of  the  Times  was  established 
with  Mr.  Taylor  as  managing  editor,  this  being  the 
first  daily  newspaper  in  that  city. 

In  1876  Piomer  H.  Frazier,  editor  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  Independent  Republican,  published  at 
Montrose,  Penn.,  died,  and  the  paper  was  offered 
for  sale.  Mr.  Taylor  became  the  purchaser,  and  on 
August  1,  1876,  he  relinquished  his  editorial  con- 
nections at  Wilkesbarre,  to  assume  the  editorial 
management  and-  control  of  the  Independent  Repub- 
lican, a paper  which,  under  the  able  and  judicious 
direction  of  his  predecessor,  was  recognized  as  one 
of  the  best  weekly  newspapers  in  the  State,  and  en- 
joying a circulation  not  surpassed  by  any  weekly 
publication  in  Pennsylvania  outside  of  the  larger 
cities. 

During  the  quarter  of  a century  since  Mr.  Tay- 
lor first  assumed  control,  he  has  given  to  his  paper 
his  undivided  personal  attention.  Not  only  has  the 
Independent  Republican  maintained  its  previous 
high  standing  and  influence,  but  very  marked  im- 
provements have  been  effected.  He  has  twice  en- 
larged the  paper,  and  from  a nine-column  folio  it 
has  been  transformed  into  a quarto  of  seven  columns 
to  the  page.  Steam  power,  improved  presses,  and 
other  modern  appliances  have  been  introduced  from 
time  to  time,  keeping  pace  with  the  advanced  ideas 
of  its  progressive  editorial  management. 

Being  published  in  the  centre  of  an  enterprising 
agricultural  section,  a large  percentage  of  the  pa- 
trons of  the  Independent  Republican  are  interested 
in  agriculture,  and  Mr.  Taylor  devotes  many  col- 
umns of  his  paper  to  farm  topics  and  other  matters 
of  special  interest  to  the  agriculturist.  To  encour- 
age and  stimulate  this  important  industry  he  has, 
for  many  years,  gratuitously  distributed  among  his 
subscribers  new  and  superior  varieties  of  seeds,  in- 
cluding twenty-five  new  varieties  of  potatoes,  many 
of  which  have  proven  of  great  value  to  the  farmers 
■of  Susquehanna  and  adjacent  counties.  In  1885,  as 
a stimulus  to  farmers’  sons,  Mr.  Taylor  offered  pre- 
miums to  boys  under  a certain  age,  for  the  largest 
amount  of  corn  produced  on  a specified  plat  of 
ground.  While  the  results  demonstrated  that  the 
soil  of  Susquehanna  county  is  astonishingly  product- 
ive under  careful  cultivation,  yet  the  practical  lesson 
in  agriculture,  which  a large  number  of  the  boys  re- 
ceived, was  the  real  object  sought  by  Editor  Taylor. 

On  April  16,  1873,  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  to 
Miss  Maggie  D.  Avars,  daughter  of  Addis  M.  and 
Debbie  R.  Ayars,  of  Wilkesbarre.  Mrs.  Taylor,  like 
her  husband,  is  a native  of  Chester  county,  where 


both  her  parents  were  also  born.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor:  Mary  S.,  April 
5>  ^75  1 Jeanette  A.,  November  28,  1877 ; and  Em- 
dy,  April  16,  1887.  The  two  elder  daughters  were 
both  married  in  1897 — Mary  S.  to  Norman  Stewart, 
a native  of  Clarksville,  Tenn. ; and  Jeanette  A.  to 
Harry  W.  Beach,  of  Montrose,  Penn.,  manager  and 
part  owner  of  the  Beach  Machine  Works.  Both  re- 
side in  Montrose — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beach  on  Lake  av- 
enue, and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  on  South  Main 
street,  near  the  present  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tay- 
lor, on  the  same  street. 

While  Mr.  Taylor  has  devoted  himself  energet- 
ically to  the  affairs  of  his  business,  he  has  not  neg- 
lected his  duties  to  the  community.  The  welfare 
of  the  beautiful  town  in  which  he  resides  has  re- 
ceived careful  consideration  in  the  columns  of  his 
paper  and  also  in  his  individual  capacity.  He  is 
now  serving  a second  term  as  member  of  the  mu- 
nicipal council,  and  has  been  largely  instrumental 
in  promoting  and  bringing  to  a successful  issue  the 
enterprises  that  have  modernized  the  town  and 
brought  it  in  closer  business  relations  with  other 
towns  and  cities.  • 

His  connection  with  the  social  side  of  life  is 
extensive  and  varied,  as  might  be  expected  of  one 
possessed  of  his  genial  temperament,  companionable 
qualities  and  generous  disposition.  He  became  a mem- 
ber of  West  Chester  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  in  1866; 
of  Howell  Chapter,  R.  A.  1VL,  1866;  Demolay  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  of  Bloomington,  111.,  1870.  He  has 
also  been  an  Odd  Fellow  since  1866,  and  is  an  ex- 
Noble  Grand  of  Pocohontas  Lodge  of  West  Ches- 
ter. In  Grand  Army  circles  he  has  been  prominent 
for  many  years,  first  as  a member  of  a West  Chester 
Post,  and  later  of  Four  Brothers  Post  of  Montrose, 
Penn.  Of  the  latter  Post  he  served  as  Quarter 
Master  for  fifteen  years,  until  January,  1900,  when 
he  was  elected  Post  Commander.  He  has  served 
twice  .as  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the  Depart- 
ment Commander,  and  at  the  inauguration  of  Presi- 
den  McKinley  participated  in  the  ceremonies  as  aide- 
de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the  Marshal  of  the  Second 
Grand  Division. 

But  the  social  and  most  genial  side  of  Mr.  Tay- 
lor is  best  known  to  those  who  come  in  contact  with 
him  in  his  “Sanctum  Sanctorum,”  where  he  is  more 
“at  home”  than  elsewhere.  From  his  boyhood  days 
the  printing  office  has  been  his  business  home ; forty 
years  of  his  life  have  been  devoted  to  printing,  pub- 
lishing and  editing  newspapers,  and  his  one  ambi- 
tion appears  to  be  to  crown  the  future  with  even 
more  marked  success  than  has  attended  his  labors  in 
the  past. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  S.  HARRIS,  of  Liberty 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  belongs  to  one  of 
the  leading  and  prominent  families  of  that  section. 
Her  parents,  Memnon  and  Purlina  (Smith)  Hath- 
away, were  both  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  former 
born  in  1796,  the  latter  in  1801.  When  a young 
man  the  father  came  to  Pennsylvania  with  his  two 
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brothers,  Joab  and  Samuel,  the  former  of  whom  later 
located  in  Windsor,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
died ; the  latter  also  took  up  his  residence  in  Broome 
county,  where  he  reared  a large  family,  all  now  de- 
ceased. 

After  spending  a short  time  at  Corbettsville, 
N.  Y.,  Memnon  Hathaway  came  up  the  valley  and 
purchased  200  acres  of  land  in  Liberty  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  which  he  cleared  and  con- 
verted into  well-tilled  fields,  improving  the  property 
with  good  buildings.  This  place  is  now  owned  by 
Daniel  English.  There  Mr.  Hathaway  continued 
to  make  his  home  throughout  life.  He  died  in  June, 
1878,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and 
his  wife,  who  had  patiently  shared  all  the  hardships 
of  their  early  married  life,  passed  away  in  1858,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  To  this  worthy  couple 
were  born  eight  children  who  reached  man  and 
womanhood.  ( 1 ) Esther,  the  eldest,  was  born  in 
Corbettsville,  N.  Y.,  in  1822,  and  married  Henry 
D.  Snadaker,  who  owned  and  operated  a farm  at 
that  place.  She  died  leaving  seven  children:  Jane, 
William,  Charles,  Ellen,  Elizabeth,  Ida  and  Ernest. 
(2)  Amanda,  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Liberty 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1824,  married 
George  Dodge,  and  died  leaving  no  children.  (3) 
Paulina  Emily,  born  April  29,  1826,  became  the  sec- 
ond wife  of  George  Dodge,  and  to  them  were  born 
five  children,  of  whom  two  are  still  living,  namely : 
Amanda,  wife  of  Overd  Mack,  of  Binghamton,  N. 
Y. ; and  Emma  P.,  wife  of  George  Keator,  a wealthy 
citizen  of  Belvidere,  111.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Dodge  both 
died  while  living  with  their  daughter  in  Belvidere, 
111.  (4)  Elizabeth  S.,  born  in  August,  1828,  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Brookdale,  and 
in  February,  1851,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elijah  Harris,  of  Bridgewater  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  a son  of  Elias  and  Rachel  Harris,  of 
this  county.  They  began  their  domestic  life  in 
Liberty  township,  and  he  followed  farming  there 
until  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  when  he  donned  the 
blue  and  went  to  the  defense  of  his  country  as  a 
member  of  Company  C,  203rd  P.  V.  I.  He  partici- 
pated in  a number  of  battles,  but  was  finally  taken  ill 
with  fever  and  died  at  Hampton  hospital,  being  laid 
to  rest  in  the  National  cemetery  at  Hampton  Roads, 
Va.  Mrs.  Harris  has  displayed  most  excellent  busi- 
ness ability  in  the  management  of  her  affairs  since 
her  husband’s  death,  and  through  her  own  well-di- 
rected efforts  has  been  able  to  purchase  the  farm 
near  Brookdale,  Liberty  township,  where  she  now 
resides.  She  is  a true  Christian  woman,  and  is  loved 
and  respected  by  all  who  know  her.  She  was  left 
with  two  children,  whom  she  most  carefully  reared : 
(a)  Adelia  P.,  born  in  1852,  obtained  a good  classi- 
cal education  in  the  Harford  schools,  and  was  for 
several  years  one  of  Susquehanna  county’s  most  suc- 
cessful teachers.  She  married  Andrew  Wademan, 
of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  by  whom  she  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Kathrine  E.,  and  they  now  reside  in  Brook- 
dale. (b)  Raynsford  E.,  born  in  Deceniber,  1853, 
received  a good  practical  education  in  the  Soldiers 


Orphans  School  at  Harford,  Penn.  He  worked  for 
a number  of  years  in  the  acid  factory  at  Brookdale, 
but  now  owns  and  operates  a farm  in  Liberty 
township.  lie  married  Hannah  Johnson,  of  New 
York  State,  and  they  have  four  children,  G.  Earle, 
William,  Bessie  May  and  Eva  Belle.  (5)  Adelia, 
born  in  1832,  died  when  eighteen  years  of  age.  (6) 
Raynsford,  born  in  1835,  was  educated  in  the  home 
schools,  and  is  now  living  with  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Harris.  He  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  be- 
longing to  Company  E,  177th  P.  V.  I.,  and  took  part 
in  a number  of  battles.  (7)  Samuel,  born  in  1838, 
was  one  of  the  first  to  respond  to  his  country’s  call 
for  aid  during  the  Rebellion,  joining  Company  H, 
33rd  P.  V.  I.,  but  after  a year  of  arduous  service 
he  was  taken  ill  and  died.  (8)  Ellen,  born  in  No- 
vember, 1840,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  es- 
teemed and  loved  by  her  many  friends  and  associates. 

The  father  of  this  family  was  originally  an 
Old-line  Whig  in  politics,  but  later  supported  the 
Republican  party,  with  which  his  sons  and  his  son- 
in-law,  Air.  Harris,  were  also  identified.  Religious- 
ly the  members  of  this  family  have  been  connected 
with  either  the  Presbyterian  or  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Churches,  and  all  have  lived  honorable,  upright 
lives.  The  father  held  a number  of  local  offices  of 
honor  and  trust,  and  most  faithfully  performed  any 
duty  which  fell  to  his  lot. 

JOHN  O.  JACKSON.  There  is  probably  not 
a farm  in  Wayne  county  better  in  all  its  ap- 
pointments than  the  one  now  owned  and  operated 
by  John  O.  Jackson.  Here  he  has  made  his  home 
since  1872,  at  which  time  it  was  known  as  the  Dan- 
iel Lukens  farm.  It  comprises  108  acres  of  fertile 
land  under  cultivation,  in  all  respects  admirably 
adapted  to  farming  and  stock  raising,  Mr.  Jackson 
being  especially  interested  in  the  latter  occupation. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progressive 
citizehs  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  thor- 
oughly up-to-date  in  all  things.  When  he  came  into- 
possession  of  this  farm  it  was  almost  fenceless,  the 
buildings  were  old  and  dilapidated,  and  the  entire 
place  would  keep  no  more  than  one  team  and  five 
cows.  Air.  Jackson  has  now  one  of  the  most  conven- 
ient and  comfortable  basement  barns  (with  shed  at- 
tached) in  the  county,  one  that  will  stable  forty' 
head  of  cattle  and  a flock  of  sheep.  He  believes  in 
raising  his  own  cows,  and  has  as  fine  a herd  of  butter 
cows  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  county. 

John  O.  Jackson  was  born  at  Pine  Flat,  Alan- 
chester  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  March  21,. 
1845,  a son  of  John  and  Abbie  Jackson,  whose  sketch 
is  given  in  connection  with  H.  C.  Jackson,  else- 
where. In  April,  1845,  John  Jackson  moved  to 
Damascus,  Wayne  county,  and  here  John  O.  Jack- 
son  has  always  resided,  his  education  being  received 
at  the  public  schools  and  Damascus  Academy.  Lie 
is  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  six 
children,  and  was  early  reared  to  habits  of  industry. 
I11  1866  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Nancy 
U.  Mitchell,  whose  father,  Amos  T.  Alitchell,  was  a 
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native  of  Cochecton,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a son 
of  James  and  Martha  (Drake)  Mitchell.  In  the 
county  of  his  nativity  he  was  reared,  and  on  reach- 
ing manhood  married  Miss  Sallie  E.  Conklin,  who 
was  born  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
a daughter  of  Benjamin  Conklin,  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Damascus.  After  their  marriage  they  lived 
for  a short  time  at  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  and  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  the  townships  of 
Lebanon  and  Damascus,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Mr. 
Mitchell  died  in  Damascus  township  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years,  ant]  his  wife  in  1896,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four.  In  their  family  were  eight  children : 
Benjamin  C.,  a resident  of  Chester  county,  Penn.; 
Analiva,  wife  of  Virgil  Mitchell,  of  Stevens  Point, 
Wis. ; Eliza,  wife  of  Joseph  L.  Brush,  of  Damascus 
township,  Wayne  county ; Amos,  who  was  a soldier 
in  the  Civil  war,  and  now  resides  in  Damascus 
township;  Ransom,  of  Findlay,  Ohio;  Lauretta  V., 
wife  of  T.  Lukens,  of  Verndale,  Minn. ; Nancy,  wife 
of  our  subject;  and  Mary  Alice,  wife  of  Samuel 
Vail,  of  Howells,  New  York. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  a family  of  fiee 
children:  John  C,  who  married  Willian  Nearing, 
and  resides  in  Hurd,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Hattie, 
wife  of  M.  N.  Bingham,  of  Damascus  township, 
Wayne  county;  Benjamin  M.,  who  married  Lvdia 
Baker,  and  lives  at  Tanner’s  Falls,  Penn. ; Eula  L., 
wife  of  I.  N.  Lovelass,  of  Damascus,  Penn. ; and 
Mary  A.  There  was  another  child,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  months.  The  residence  of  the  family 
is  in  keeping  with  the  taste  and  means  of  the  pro- 
prietor, and  Mr.  Jackson  has  named  his  place  ‘‘Ma- 
ple Shade  Farm,”  one  of  the  most  attractive  fea- 
tures of  the  farm  being  the  beautiful  maple  trees. 
As  a stock  raiser  he  makes  a specialty  of  Guernsey 
and  Jersey  cattle;  was  the  first  man  in  the  county 
to  make  and  use  silo  feed  for  his  stock ; was  also 
the  first  to  dehorn  cattle,  and  has  lived  to  see  both 
come  into  general  favor.  Socially  he  is  a Freemason 
in  high  standing,  being  past  master  of  Delaware 
Lodge  No.  561,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Callicoon,  N.  Y. : 
politically  he  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  votes  independently  at  local  elec- 
tions. He  has  served  as  juror  in  the  United  States 
Court  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania,  at 
Philadelphia, and  has  been  called  by  the  citizens  to  fill 
numerous  offices  of  his  township.  He  is  one  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  Damascus  & Cochecton  Bridge 
Co.,  which  erected  the  first  bridges  across  the  Dela- 
ware river  at  that  point,  and  for  the  past  five  years 
has  been  elected  a director  and  president  of  the 
board.  Mr.  Jackson  bears  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  most  generous  and  public-spirited  men 
in  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  In  the  Meth- 
odist Church  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership,  as 
do  also  all  of  their  children,  Mr.  Jackson  being  one 
of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  also  president  and 
treasurer  of  same  for  a long  time.  In  the  social  cir- 
cles of  the  community  the  family  occupy  an  enviable 
position,  their  friends  being  among  the  best  people. 

The  Jackson  family  is  of  English  descent,  and 


the  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  this  country  was 
Thomas  Jackson,  a clockmaker  of  no  little  fame. 
He  served  in  the  Continental  army,  and  lived  to  see 
the  new  government  beyond  its  formative  period. 
He  died  November  23,  180C,  in  Griswold,  Conn. 
Thomas  Jackson,  only  son  of  the  emigrant,  was 
born  in  1774,  and,  marrying  Esther  Phillips,  became 
the  father  of  twelve  children,  two  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  Abbie,  widow  of  Albert  Avery,  of  Norwich, 
Conn.,  and  Mrs.  Louise  Gardner,  of  Council  Grove, 
Kansas. 

John  Jackson,  second  son  of  Thomas  (2),  was 
born  September  to,  1812,  and  married  Abbie  Ap- 
pley,  the  young  couple  in  1835  moving  to  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1837  to  Wayne  county,  Penn. 
Mr.  Jackson  had  followed  lumbering  in  New  York, 
but  purchased  land  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  there  made  his  permanent  home.  He 
was  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  kind- 
hearted  and  liberal  as  a neighbor  and  as  a citizen. 
He  died  January  11,  1892,  a few  days  after  the 
death  of  his  wife.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Charles  R.,  Sarah  L.,  Chester  Thomas, 
John  O.,  H.  Clark,  and  William  L. 

HORACE  V.  TOWNSEND,  a successful  and 
enterprising  agriculturist  of  Franklin  township,  has 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Susquehanna  county,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Great  Bend  township  February 
14,  1854.  His  parents,  David  B.  and  Nancy  C. 
(Turner)  Townsend,  were  natives  of  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  on  coming  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, in  1853,  first  located  in  Great  Bend  township, 
but  a year  later  removed  to  Franklin  township, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixtv- 
seven  years,  and  was  buried  in  Upsonville  cem- 
etery. Throughout  his  business  life  the  father 
followed  farming.  Horace  V.  is  the  elder  of  their 
two  children,  the  other  being  Walter  L.,  who  mar- 
ried Etta  L.  Ives  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Franklin  township.  The  paternal  grandparents, 
Horace  D.  and  Angeline  (Bennett)  Townsend, 
were  natives  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  and  both  died 
in  Franklin  township,  on  the  present  farm  of  our 
subject.  The  maternal  grandparents,  Lewis  and 
Electa  (Ludington)  Turner,  spent  their  entire  lives 
as  farming  people  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York. 

Horace  V.  Townsend  was  reared  and  educated 
in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his 
day,  and  on  October  17,  1877,  he  married  Miss 
Rose  E.  Marsh,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter, 
Flora  A.  Mrs.  Townsend  is  a native  of  Liberty 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a daughter  of 
Kirby  and  Olive  (Baker)  Marsh.  On  leaving 
home,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  our  subject 
purchased  a farm  adjoining  his  present  place,  and 
lived  thereon  until  1893,  when  he  removed  to  the 
farm  he  now  occupies.  He  still  owns  both  places, 
and  has  been  very  successful  in  his  farming  opera- 
tions, as  he  thoroughly  understands  his  chosen 
calling  and  is  a business  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
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ability  and  sound  judgment.  The  Republican  par- 
ty has  always  found  in  him  a stanch  supporter  of 
its  principles,  and  he  has  most  ably  and  acceptably 
served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of  town- 
ship clerk  (for  three  terms)  and  auditor  (for  six 
years).  In  1890  he  was  elected  county  auditor, 
and  for  three  years  filled  that  office  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 

TINGLEY  FAMILY.  In  every  county  there 
are  a few  names  which  are  tacitly  known  as  “old 
families.”  The  term  includes  more  than  mere  age. 
Prominence,  achievement,  endurance,  and  other  ster- 
ling qualities  contribute  to  the  meaning  of  the  name. 
In  Susquehanna  county  Tingley  is  a name  widely 
associated  with  the  small  coterie  of  families  that 
have  deeply  impressed  their  personality  upon  the 
fortune  and  progress  of  the  county.  Before  its  im- 
plantation upon  the  soil  of  Pennsylvania  the  family 
for  many  years  flourished  in  New  England. 

Elkanah  Tingley  was  the  pioneer  of  the  name 
who  settled  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  was  born 
March  26,  1760,  at  Attleboro,  Mass.,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Martha  (Day)  Tingley,  and  grandson  of  Sam- 
uel Tingley.  The  last  named  was  born  at  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  in  August,  1667,  and  had  four  children,  name- 
ly : Elizabeth,  who  died  January  5,  1768;  Timothy, 
born  October  3,  1697,  died  September  21,  1779;  and 
Ephraim  and  Thomas,  born  April  6,  1703.  Thomas 
Tingley  married  Martha  Day,  November  28,  1754) 
and  their  children  were  as  follows : Rhoda,  born 
August  17,  1755;  Anson,  born  October  10,  1756; 
Lucy,  born  May  1,  1758;  Elkanah,  born  March  26, 
1760;  Melatiah,  born  October  5,  1762;  Ruth,  born 
January  7,  1765;  Patty,  born  March  11,  1767; 

Thomas,  born  February  13,  1769. 

In  early  manhood  Elkanah  Tingley  moved 
from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  to  Nanticoke,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
1795  he  removed  thence  with  his  family  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.  The  journey  was  made  with 
oxen  and  sleigh,  and  the  hardy  pioneer  located  upon 
a tract  of  200  acres,  adjoining  the  Nine  Partners 
settlement,  in  what  was  then  Nicholson  (now  Har- 
ford) township.  Upon  his  wood  land  he  erected  a 
log  house,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons  grad- 
ually cleared  up  the  fertile  acres  and  brought  the  soil 
to  a high  state  of  cultivation.  The  log  cabin  was 
superseded  in  1808  by  a frame  structure,  which  has 
stood  for  about  ninety  years.  The  property  is  still 
in  the  possession  of  the  family.  Elkanah  Tingley  re- 
mained a farmer  through  life.  He  was  married 
three  times,  his  first  wife  being  a Miss  Aldridge, 
who  died  in  1790,  leaving  five  children:  Darius, 

Patty,  Dolly,  Benjamin  and  Chloe.  His  second 
wife,  Iveziah  Mason,  was  born  in  1767,  and  died  in 
1805.  By  this  union  he  had  five  children:  Daniel, 
Anna,  Milton,  Charles,  and  Mason,  the  two  last  be- 
ing born  in  Susquehanna  county.  For  his  third 
wife  he  married  a Miss  Hall,  who  died  without 
issue.  Elkanah  Tingley  was  an  industrious,  suc- 
cessful and  prominent  farmer.  He  was  one  of  the 
earliest  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Harford, 


and  died  in  1836,  aged  seventy-six  years.  His  ten 
children  lived  to  become  useful  and  prominent  mem- 
bers of  society,  and  many  of  their  descendants  were 
numbered  among  the  most  substantial  residents  of 
the  county. 

(1)  Darius  Tingley,  the  eldest  child,  was  born 
in  1779.  He  married  Sabra  Yoemans  (a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Yoemans,  who  settled  in  Brooklyn  about 
1804),  a woman  noted  for  her  knowledge  of  dairy- 
ing and  cheese-making.  She  was  a member  of  the 
early  Methodist  class  at  Brooklyn.  Darius  Tingley 
settled  on  fifty  acres  of  the  homestead,  and  gradu- 
ally extended  his  possessions  until  he  became  an  ex- 
tensive farmer ; he  was  also  a dairyman  and  cheese- 
maker.  He  was  drafted  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
went  with  the  troops  as  far  as  Danville,  but  peace 
was  declared  before  he  saw  active  service.  Pie  was 
for  many  years  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
He  died  in  1839,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  1858. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Calista,  born  in 
1807,  married  Luke  Bennett,  of  Lenox;  Namaan, 
born  in  1808,  settled  in  Harford  township,  a farmer ; 
Philena,  born  in  1810,  married  Hazard  Powers,  of 
Gibson;  Freeman,  born  June  20,  1811,  settled  in 
Harford  township;  Freeman,  born  in  1813,  also  lo- 
cated in  Harford  township ; Almon,  born  in  1814, 
was  also  a farmer  of  Harford  township ; Amelia, 
born  in  1817,  was  the  wife  of  Rufus  Russell;  Sa- 
bra C,  born  in  1819,  was  the  wife  of  Timothy  Car- 
penter, of  South  Gibson ; Sally  Charlotte,  born  in 
1823,  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Oakley,  of  Brooklyn. 

(2)  Patty  Tingley  was  born  in  1782.  She  in 
1800  married  Warren  Follett,  who  was  born  in  1775 
and  in  1795  moved  from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  becoming  a prominent  farmer  in 
Harford  township.  They  had  ten  children : Cyrus, 
Hiram,  Sylvia  P.  (Mrs.  Leonard  Corse),  Elkanah 
T.,  Ovid,  Robert,  Chloe  T.  (Mrs.  Wisner  Belknap), 
Warren,  Charles,  and  Patty  P.  (Mrs.  Jacob  Sebel). 

(3)  Dolly  Tingley,  born  in  1784,  married  Dan- 
iel Chalker,  of  Choconut,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Ohio. 

(4)  Benjamin  Tingley,  born  in  1785,  died  in 
Dundafif  in  1849. 

(5)  Chloe  Tingley,  born  in  1788,  married  Thom- 
as Tiffany,  Jr.,  of  Harford,  and  died  in  1810. 

(6)  Daniel  Tingley,  born  in  1791,  was  a Bap- 
tist deacon,  and  died  in  Jackson. 

(7)  Anna  Tingley,  born  in  1792,  became  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Yoemans,  of  Brooklyn. 

(8)  Milton  Tingley,  born  in  1794,  resided  in 
Jackson. 

(9)  Charles  Tingley  was  the  first  child  of  the 
family  born  in  Susquehanna  county,  the  date  of  his 
birth  being  November  16,  1796.  He  remained  on  the 
home  farm  until  his  marriage,  in  1818,  to  Miss 
Sally  Wilmarth,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Perry)  Wilmarth,  who  in  1801  migrated  from  At- 
tleboro, Mass.,  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and 
in  Harford  township  remained  through  life.  Sarah 
Perry  was  a cousin  of  Commodore  Perry,  hero  of 
the  battle  of  Lake  Erie,  and  a descendant  of  Capt. 
Perry,  who  came  to  America  in  the  “Mayflower.” 
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Thomas  Wilmarth  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  ITe 
died  in  1834,  his  wife  surviving  until  1851.  To  them 
were  born  children  as  follows : Sally,  Terry,  Thom- 
as, David,  Peddy  (who  married  Milton  tingley), 
Sewell,  and  Candace  (widow  of  Isaac  Newton,  of 
Hop  Bottom,  Penn.).  To  Charles  and  Sally  lmg- 
ley  were  born  children  as  follows : Warren,  for 
many  years  a prominent  farmer,  surveyor  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  at  Hop  Bottom,  died*  August  15, 
1892;  Jackson  P.,  a farmer  of  Harford,  is  deceased; 
Norman  is  a prominent  farmer  of  New  Milford; 
Jane  L.  died  in  1850  in  early  womanhood,  unmar- 
ried; Urbane,  a farmer  of  Harford  township,  is  de- 
ceased ; and  Homer,  also  deceased,  was  a farmer  of 
New  Milford  township.  After  his  marriage  Charles 
Tingley  bought  a farm  in  New  Milford  township, 
later  occupied  by  his  son  Urbane,  and  there  he  re- 
mained to  the  close  of  his  life. 

Charles  Tingley  was  a man  of  unusual  prom- 
inence. He  possessed  a judicial  mind,  and  fre- 
quently acted  as  arbitrator  in  the  settlement  of  dis- 
putes, settling  many  estates.  He  filled  most  of  the 
township  offices,  and  for  three  years — from  1835  t0 
1838 — served  as  county  commissioner.  In  1848  he 
was  appointed  by  Gov.  Francis  R.  Shunk  associate 
judge,  and  he  occupied  the  bench  with  Judge  Will- 
iam Jessup  and  Moses  C.  Tyler  until  1852.  While 
not  a member  he  attended  services  at  the  Univer- 
salist  Church,  and  contributed  liberally  to  religious 
and  educational  causes,  in  earlier  life  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  in  later  years  he  became  a Republi- 
can, and  he  helped  to  organize  that  party  in  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

(10)  Mason  Tingley,  the  youngest  son  of  El- 
kanah  Tingley,  was  born  in  Harford  township  in 
1799.  He  was  a prominent  farmer  of  Dimock,  and 
for  many  years  a deacon  in  the  Dimock  Baptist 
Church. 

Norman  Tingley.  The  son  of  an  eminent 
pioneer  of  Susquehanna  county,  Norman  Tingley, 
one  of  the  best  known  men  of  character  in  New 
Milford  township,  amply  illustrates,  in  his  person- 
ality and  in  the  record  he  has  made,  the  strength 
and  endurance  of  those  traits  which  gave  the  fam- 
ily prominence.  He  has  been  a life-long  farmer, 
and  upon  the  soil  which  for  three  generations  was 
nurtured  by  workers  of  his  name,  and  in  a commu- 
nity where  now  for  more  than  a century  the  Ting- 
ley name  has  been  synonymous  with  industry,  intelli- 
gence and  integrity,  he  has  had  a rich  measure  of 
success.  He  is  a son  of  Hon.  Charles  Tingley,  and 
a grandson  of  Elkanah  Tingley,  sketches  of  whom 
appear  with  that  of  the  Tingley  family  above. 

Norman  Tingley  was  born  in  Harford  town- 
ship, November  7,  1826,  son  of  Hon.  Charles  and 
Sally  (Wilmarth)  Tingley.  He  remained  at  home 
with  bis  parents  until  he  attained  bis  majority,  as- 
sisting in  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  receiving  in  the 
neighboring  schools  a fair  education.  At  twenty-one 
he  began  working  out  among  the  farmers,  and  was 
so  engaged  for  three  years.  His  marriage  to  Aba- 
gail  Sweet  occurred  January  8,  1850,  in  Gibson  town- 
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ship.  She  was  born  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1828,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Clarissa 
(Capron)  Sweet.  The  Sweets  were  early  and  prom- 
inent settlers  of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  Alfred  Sweet  was  born  in  Harford  town- 
ship, July  20,  1800,  son  of  Elias  Sweet,  who  in  1797 
removed  with  his  family  from  Brattleboro,  Mass.,  to 
Susquehanna  county.  He  was  married  February 
1,  1821,  to  Clarissa  Capron,  who  was  born  October 
15,  1804,  and  shortly  after  their  marriage  they  re- 
moved to  Summit  county,  Ohio.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Hannah,  born  April  19,  1822,  mar- 
ried Rial  Conklin,  of  Summit  county,  and  died  in 
1870;  Avis,  born  August  24,  1824,  married  Abra- 
ham Link,  of  Summit  county,  and  died  in  1853; 
Maria  L.,  born  August  19,  1826,  married  Calvin 
Taylor,  of  Fulton  county,  Ohio;  Abagail  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Nancy  D.,  born  October 
12,  1830,  the  second  wife  of  Abraham  Link,  now 
lives  at  Akron,  Ohio;  Hilen,  born  January  21,  1833, 
is  a farmer  of  Kansas ; Elias,  born  February  14, 
1835,  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  a member  of 
an  Ohio  volunteer  regiment,  participating  in  the 
battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  is  now  a retired 
farmer  living  at  Garrettsville,  Ohio ; Amy,  born  May 
1 7,  1837,  was  a school  teacher,  and  died  unmarried 
at  Ogden,  Utah.  Clarissa,  wife  of  Alfred  Sweet, 
died  July  8,  1840,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Louisa  (Aldrich)  Capron,  of  Harford, 
who  bore  him  two  children : Eleanor,  a school  teach- 
er and  wife  of  Byron  Richardson,  of  Summit  coun- 
ty, Ohio;  and  Augusta  Ann,  who  married  Jasper 
Miller,  and  lives  at  Ellsworth,  Wis.  Alfred  Sweet 
died  October  15,  1872. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  (1)  John  C.,  born  in  1852,  died 
in  1871.  (2)  Mary  E.,  born  November  20,  1854, 
married  E.  O.  Wagner,  a carpenter  of  Susquehanna, 
Penn.,  and  has  five  children — Harriet  A.,  born  July 
3,  1876;  Leon  E.,  April  19,  1880;  Charles  T.,  Sep- 
tember 19,  1885;  Bessie  May,  April  26,  1890:  and 
Irene,  October  30,  1892.  (3)  Orlen  C.,  born  De- 
cember 13,  1862,  a school  teacher  and  farmer  of 
prominence,  married  Eliza  Wright,  of  Chenango 
Forks,  N.  Y.,  April  2,  1885,  and  has  two  children — 
Grace  W.,  born  August  20,  1888,  and  Florence 
Pearl,  born  February  25,  1892.  For  ten  years  Or- 
len C.  Tingley  has  been  secretary  of  the  Masonic 
lodge  in  which  he  holds  membership.  In  politics 
he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has  been  judge  and  in- 
spector of  elections,  town  treasurer,  and  in  1890 
was  a census  enumerator. 

After  his  marriage  Norman  Tingley  removed 
to  his  present  farm  of  156  acres,  where  he  has  ever 
since  remained.  In  politics  Mr.  Tingley  has  been 
a member  of  the  Republican  party  since  its  organi- 
zation. He  has  held  many  local  offices,  including 
those  of  supervisor  (for  six  years)  and  school  di- 
rector (for  twelve  years),  and  has  been  a member 
of  the  county  central  committee  and  delegate  to  the 
convention.  He  has  at  various  times  been  called 
upon  to  settle  important  estates.  For  many  years 
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he  was  a member  of  Freedom  Lodge  No.  328,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  which  had  just  been  resuscitated  at  the  home 
of  his  father,  Judge  Charles  Tingley,  and  later  de- 
mitted  to  New  Milford  Lodge  No.  507,  of  which 
both  he  and  his  son  Orlen  C.  are  past  masters.  He 
is  also  a member  of  Great  Bend  Chapter  No.  210, 
R.  A.  M.  In  his  early  manhood  he  belonged  to  the 
militia,  and  later  to  an  independent  company.  Mr. 
Tingley  has  now  in  his  possession  the  old  family 
clock  brought  by  his  grandfather  to  Susquehanna 
county.  It  is  a cast  brass  timepiece,  made  in  1754, 
was  used  by  his  great-grandfather  and  by  his  grand- 
father during  all  their  days  of  housekeeping,  and  is 
still  in  good  running  order. 

W.  FI.  COREY,  the  popular  postmaster  and 
prominent  merchant  of  Winterdale,  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county,  has  shown  in  his  successful  career 
that  he  has  the  ability  to  plan  wisely  and  execute 
with  energy,  a combination  which,  when  possessed 
by  men  in  any  walk  of  life,  never  fails  to  effect  nota- 
ble results. 

Mr.  Corey  was  born  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y., 
in  1850,  a son  of  Sidney  and  Elizabeth  (Clark) 
Corey.  The  father,  a native  of  Middletown,  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  followed  blacksmithing  throughout  his 
entire  life.  At  an  early  day  he  came  to  Scott  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  continued  to  work  at 
his  trade  there  until  1882,  when  he  removed  to 
Pound,  Wis.,  making  that  place  his  home  until 
called  to  his  final  rest,  in  1892.  His  widow  is  still 
living  in  Wisconsin  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Cole. 
There  were  three  children  in  the  family.  Marietta 
was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  New  York  State, 
and  married  Orvil  Cole,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
formerly  of  New  York.  From  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  they  migrated  to  Wisconsin,  where  they 
still  make  their  home.  They  have  children  as  fol- 
lows: Frederick,  Arthur,  Flora,  Cenater,  and  Jay. 
Anm’e,  the  other  sister  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Hale’s  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  State  and  Pennsylvania.  She  married 
Frank  Cole,  of  Wayne  county,  formerly  of  New 
York,  and  they  began  their  domestic  life  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  near  Starrucca,  where  he  followed 
the  lumber  business  for  some  years.  Moving  to 
Pound,  Wis.,  in  1880,  he  bought  a tract  of  timber- 
land,  on  which  he  is  still  engaged  in  lumbering. 
His  children  are  Olive,  Fred,  Harry  and  Cora,  Wil- 
lie, George  and  Martha. 

Reared  in  New  York,  W.  H.  Corey  obtained 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  State, 
and  during  his  youth  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade 
under  his  father.'  In  1871  he  married  Miss  Celia 
A.  Sprague,  of  Harvard,  N.  Y.,  and  then  located  in 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  continued  to  work 
at  his  trade  for  a number  of  years.  His  wife  died 
in  1875,  leaving  three  children:  (ii  Clarence,  born 
in  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  in  1873,  married 
Bell  Peasley,  of  Susquehanna  county,  by  whom  he 
has  one  daughter,  Vivian  C.,  and  one  son,  Lincoln. 


They  reside  in  Winterdale,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  stone  business.  (2)  Elida,  born  in  Wayne 
.county,  is  now  the  wife  of  Isaac  Friend,  of  Central 
City,  Neb.,  and  has  three  children,  Lula,  Earl  and 
Esther.  (3)  Fannie  died  in  childhood.  Mr.  Corey 
was  again  married,  in  1877,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Susan  A.  Ecker,  of  Buckingham  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  who  is  a representative  of  an 
old  pioneer  family  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  Some  years 
ago  her  father,  Adam  Ecker,  came  to  Wayne 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  lumbering  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1894.  His  wife  and  fam- 
ily are  still  residents  of  Winterdale.  By  his  second 
marriage  Mr.  Corey  has  three  children : Prudence, 
born  August  17,  1879,  was  educated  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  and  for  one  term  taught 
in  the  public  schools  of  Wayne  county ; she  is  a 
very  bright  young  lady  and  is  now  cashier  in  a store 
in  Newark,  N.  J.  Charles  S.,  born  August  30, 
1889,  and  Earl  E.,  born  July  22,  1893,  are  at  home. 

After  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Corey  located 
in  Sherman,  Wayne  ccunty,  where  he  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade  until  1878,  and  for  the  following 
four  years  he  was  similarly  employed  in  Susque- 
hanna county.  In  1884  he  purchased  a farm  in 
Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  which  he  success- 
fully operated  until  his  removal  to  Winterdale  in 
February,  1891.  Here  he  has  now  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising  for  seven  years,  and  is  also 
largely ‘interested  in  the  flag-stone  business,  own- 
ing several  good  quarries,  and  shipping  his  products 
to  market  by  the  Delaware  & Erie  canal  and  New 
York  & Western  railroad.  He  is  an  enterprising, 
progressive  business  man,  and  has  met  with  well- 
deserved  success  in  his  undertakings.  In  1894  he 
purchased  real  estate  in  the  village  of  Winterdale, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a fine  residence,  a good 
business  block  and  other  buildings. 

Politically  Mr.  Corey  is  an  ardent  Republican, 
and  in  1891,  under  President  Harrison's  adminis- 
tration, he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Winterdale, 
a position  which  he  is  still  acceptably  filling.  He 
has  also  served  as  school  director  and  constable 
for  several  terms,  and  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
these  offices  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. In  religious  belief  he  and  his  wife  are 
Methodists,  belonging  to  the  Church  in  Winter- 
dale.  His  life  record  is  one  well  worthy  of  emula- 
tion and  contains  many  valuable  lessons  of  incentive, 
showing  the  possibilities  that  are  open  to  young 
men  who  wish  t'o  improve  every  opportunity  for 
advancement. 

CHARLES  A.  CONR/\D.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  a well-known  blacksmith  and  wagon- 
maker  of  Glenwood,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  in  that 
county.  His  great-grandfather,  William  Conrad, 
a Hessian  soldier,  was  sent  to  America  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Here  he  deserted  from  the 
English  army,  and  after  the  war  married  in  Phila- 
delphia and  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Sus- 
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quehanna  county.  His  son  John  was  the  first 
white  male  child  born  in  Susquehanna  county. 

Andrew  Conrad,  his  son,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Harford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  in  1799.  He  was  reared  in  that  town- 
ship, there  married  Orpha  Corey,  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  in  1834  purchased  a large  farm  in 
Lenox  township.  '1  his  he  subsequently  sold,  pur- 
chasing another  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
township,  where  he  died  in  1879,  aged  eighty 
years.  His  wife  died  in  1880,  also  aged  eighty 
years.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  C.  W., 

now  of  Nicholson,  for  thirty  years  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Lenox  township ; James  M.,  of  Lenox 
township;  Irena,  who  married  Benjamin  Torge, 
and  is  now  deceased ; Rufus,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject: Lucina,  deceased;  Lucy  Ann,  widow  of  Henry 
Hillard,  of  Hopbottom ; Henry,  who  lived  in  New 
Milford,  and  is  now  deceased;  Oscar,  who  fell  in 
battle  in  front  of  Petersburg;  twin  of  Oscar,  who 
died  a few  hours  after  birth ; and  Louisa,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  six  years. 

Rufus  Conrad,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Harford  township,  December  25,  1829,  and 
was  about  four  years  old  when  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Lenox  township.  He  was  reared  in  Lenox 
and  there  married  Elizabeth  Crandall,  born  June 
21,  1835,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Mary  M.  (Brit- 
ton) Crandall.  For  some  years  he  followed  car- 
pentering and  mason  work,  but  farming  w&s  his 
chief  occupation.  He  bought  property  in  Lenox 
township,  and  resided  there  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  September  6,  1893.  He  had  served  a 
little  over  twenty  months  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  enlisting  first  in  Company  A,  107th  P.  V.  I., 
in  which  he  served  four  months,  being  discharged 
on  a surgeon’s  certificate,  on  account  of  disability. 
In  1864  he  re-enlisted,  joining  Company  A,  187th 
regiment,  with  which  he  remained  to  the  close  of 
the  war,  receiving  his  final  discharge  August  5, 
1865.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican.  His  fam- 
ily consisted  of  the  following  children : Ansel,  of 

Lenox  township;  J.  F.,  also  of  Lenox  township; 
A.  W.,  a blacksmith  of  Gelatt,  Gibson  township, 
and  a justice  of  the  peace;  Orpha,  wife  of  S.  Pratt, 
of  Lathrop  township;  Emma,  wife  of  Theron  Hink- 
ley,  of  Lenox  township;  Charles  A.,  subject  of  this 
sketch : Lucy : and  Ernest,  of  Binghamton. 

Charles  A.  Conrad  was  born  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, March  16,  1866.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began 
farm  work,  which  he  continued  for  six  or  eight 
years.  He  then  worked  for  some  time  in  the 
stone  quarries  of  Nicholson  township,  Wyoming 
county.  Going  to  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  he  there  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  with 
his  brother,  remaining  two  years.  Opening  an 
office  at  Hopbottom,  he  remained  one  and  one-half 
years,  and  in  1896  removed  to  Glenwood,  where 
he  bought  a lot,  built  a shop,  and  has  since  followed 
his  trade  in  connection  with  wag-on  repairing.  In 
politics  Mr.  Conrad  is  a Republican.  He  is  an 


active  worker  in  the  Lenox  Grange,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Glenwood  Cornet  Band. 

in  1897  there  were  143  living  descendants  of 
Andrew  and  Orpha  Conrad. 

FRANK  W.  PECK,  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  of  Harford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  one  of  the  representative  citizens 
of  his  locality.  Lie  was  born  in  that  county  July 
26,  1851,  in  Lenox  township,  where  his  ancestors 
in  the  maternal  line  were  prominent  pioneer  set- 
tlers. 

In  the  paternal  line  Mr.  Peck  comes  of  good 
New  England  stock,  and  his  great-grandfather, 
David  Peck,  a native  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  David  Peck  married  Sarah 
Humphrey  on  September  20,  1744,  and  made  his 
home  in  Massachusetts,  engaging  in  farming. 
Noah  Peck,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  born 
March  31,  1765,  and  died  August  19,  1842.  He 
was  a lifelong  resident  of  Vermont,  and  followed 
agriculture  as  an  occupation.  In  1792  he  married 
Anna  Spencer,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Mary,  born  September,  1794,  married  Wal- 

ter Rider,  and  died  April  13,  1835;  David,  born 
November  13,  1795,  died  February  4,  1857  ; Anna, 
born  January  2,  1797,  also  married  W-alter  Rider 
(her  death  occurring  in  November,  1839)  1 Han- 
nah, born  September  17,  1799,  married  Benjamin 
Bishop,  and  died  July  6,  1838;  Betsey,  born  Janu- 
ary 8,  1803,  died  May  16,  1836;  Noah,  born  Janu- 
ary 18,  1807,  died  in  1845 ; Sarah,  born  January 
18,  1809,  died  November  7,  1823.  The  mother  of 
these  died  January  1,  1811,  and  in  March,  1812, 
Noah  Peck  married  for  his  second  wife  Mehitabel 
You,  who  died  September  18,  1835.  By  this  union 
there  were  three  children,  namely : Lewis,  born 

February  10,  1813:  Daniel  H..  our  subject's  father; 
and  Alphonsa  C.,  born  January  1,  1817. 

Daniel  H.  Peck,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
January  9,  1815,  in  Ira  township,  Rutland  Co.,  Yt., 
and  was  married  there  September  9,  1838,  to  Miss 
Melissa  B.  Tower.  In  February,  1851,  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Susquehanna  county,  locating 
first  in  Lenox  township,  and  in  April,  1864,  he 
bought  and  settled  at  our  subject’s  present  home- 
stead, selling  all  of  his  first  purchase.  He  cleared 
the  farm  and  made  substantial  improvements.  He 
and  his  estimable  wife  became  leading  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  gained  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  them.  His  death  occurred 
October  8,  1872,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in  Tower 
cemetery,  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
Mrs.  Peck,  who  was  born  May  7,  1819,  now  resides 
with  our  subject.  Of  their  large  family  of  chil- 
dren: (1)  Betsey,  born  July  13,  1839  (died  in 

March,  1882), was  the  wife  of  George  W.  Everson. 
(2)  Sarah  A.,  born  June  19,  1842,  married  Dr.  E. 
W.  Maxson,  now  of  Forest  City,  and  died  at  Hones- 
dale,  Penn.,  in  1864.  (3)  Bryon  E.,  born  March 
3,  1845,  died  April  24,  1845.  (4)  Mary  A.,  born 

December  10,  1846,  married  P.  J.  Bonner,  of  Gib- 
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son  township.  (5)  Frank  W.  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (6)  Louis  W.,  born  October  8,  1854,  is  a 
farmer  in  ^larford  township.  (7)  Isabella,  born 
March  22,  1859,  married  F.  P.  Forsth,  a farmer 
in  Harford  township.  (8)  Blanche  B.,  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1862,  married  (first)  Judson  Harding, 
and  (second)  Charles  Bennett,  a blacksmith.  (9) 
Wilheimina,  born  April  15,  1865,  married  William 
Pickering,  a farmer  of  Herrick  township. 

Natnaniel  Tower,  our  subject’s  maternal 
great-grandfather,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  near 
Loomis  Lake,  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. He  was  a Revolutionary  soldier  and  pensioner, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  1836,  when  he  was  aged 
eighty-eight  years.  Welcome  Tower  was  born  in 
Vermont,  and  always  resided  there.  He  died  in 
1830,  and  his  wife  in  1834.  He  followed  the 
blacksmith’s  trade.  He  married  Betsey  Rowe,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children,  viz. : Franklin  R., 

who  died  in  1870  in  Louisiana ; Melissa  B.,  our 
subject’s  mother;  Rev.  William  O.,  a M.  E.  min- 
ister, who  died  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  in  1895;  and  Rol- 
lin  C.,  who  died  in  1S57  at  Winona,  Minnesota. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  March  2, 
1872,  when  he  enlisted  at  Wilkes  Barre  in  Company 
F,  6th  United  States  Cavalry.  He  took  part  in 
various  skirmishes  with  the  Indians  in  Texas  dur- 
ing 1873  and  1874,  under  Gen.  Miles,  the  engage- 
ments at  Adobe  Wall,  State  Plains,  and  a point 
on  the  Red  River,  being  the  most  notable.  The 
life  of  a regular  soldier  is  full  of  hardships,  and  he 
was  often  cold  and  hungry,  his  health  being  affected 
by  his  privations.  During  the  summer  of  1872  he 
spent  six  months  in  hospitals  at  Fort  Hayes  and 
Camp  Hayes,  Kans.,  and  in  1874  he  was  sent  to 
Fort  Dodge,  Ivans.,  to  recuperate.  He  rejoined 
his  company  at  Fort  Hayes,  but  on  February  2, 
1876,  he  was  discharged  at  Camp  Thomas,  Ari- 
zona, because  of  disability,  and  draws  a pension. 
Before  coming  home  he  spent  six  months  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal.  After  returning  home,  in  1877,  he 
purchased  the  homestead,  of  which  he  took  entire 
charge,  devoting  his  attention  to  general  farming. 
He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  local  Grange,  and 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Live  Oak  Lodge  No.  635,  Har- 
ford, and  politically  he  is  a stanch  Democrat.  O11 
January  7,  1880,  he  was  married,  at  Jackson,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  to  Miss  M.  Louise  Holmes,  who 
was  born  January  8,  1858,  a daughter  of  D.  E. 
Holmes,  a well-known  resident  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  The  only  child  of  this 
union,  Karl  E.,  born  March  29,  1881,  is  at  home. 

GEORGE  E.  HORTON,  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing and  successful  business  men  of  Milford,  Pike 
county,  stands  high  in  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  has  frequently  been  chosen 
to  public  office.  For  a number  of  years  he  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  and  at 
present  he  is  also  interested  in  an  undertaking  es- 
tablishment. 

Mr.  Horton  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock  be- 


ing a direct  descendant  of  Barnabas  Horton,  who,, 
as  recorded  in  a sketch  of  the  Horton  family,  was 
probably  the  son  of  Joseph  Horton,  of  Leicester- 
shire, England,  born  in  the  little  hamlet  of  Mosley. 
He  was  one  of  three  brothers  who  came  to  this 
continent,  the  other  two  going  to  the  West.  Little 
is  known  of  Barnabas  Horton  before  his  immigra- 
tion to  America  in  1633 ; he  made  the  voyage  in  the 
ship  “Swallow,”  landing  at  Hampton,  Mass.  In 
1640  we  find  him  with  his  wife  and  two  children  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  on  the  21st  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1640,  in  company  with  others,  organized  a 
Congregational  Churcb  and  sailed  to  the  east  end 
of  Long  Island,  now  Southold.  Here  he  died  July 
13,  1680,  aged  eighty  years.  He  was  for  many 
years  a magistrate.  In  1660  Barnabas  erected  in 
Southold  what  has  since  been  known  as  the  old 
Horton  homestead,  the  first  frame  house  (with 
shingle  sides)  on  the  east  end  of  Long  Island,  and 
it  is  still  standing,  in  good  condition,  and  occupied, 
Jonathan  G.  Horton  being  the  last  of  the  family  to 
make  his  home  there  in  June,  1873.  In  1682  an  ad- 
dition was  built  by  Jonathan  Horton.  Six  genera- 
tions of  the  Hortons  lived  and  died  in  that  house, 
which  remained  in  the  family  213  years  in  all,  viz.: 
The  old  Puritan  lived  there  some  twenty  years ; 
his  son  Jonathan,  twenty-eight  years;  Jonathan,  Jr., 
sixty  years;  Lawrence,  and  his  son  Jonathan,  over 
half  a century;  and  lastly  Jonathan  Goldsmith,  half 
a century.  After  his  death,  on  July  3,  1873,  T be- 
came the  property  of  Mrs.  Williams,  wife  of  Rev. 
Williams,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  was  the  adopted 
daughter  of  Jonathan  G.  Horton,  thus  passing  out 
of  the  Horton  family.  The  “Horton  Genealogy” 
has  an  engraving  of  the  home. 

In  1639  Barnabas  Horton  erected  the  old  Hort- 
on House  at  Southold,  said  to  be  the  oldest  house 
now  standing  in  America.  A portion,  the  east 
end,  was  built  for  use  by  the  court  of  Sessions 
to  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  on  Long  Island, 
the  Yorkshire  and  its  Riding,  with  the  Court  of 
Sessions,  having  been  established  in  March,  1660. 
\ fie  judge’s  bench  remained  in  the  house  until  a 
few  years  ago.  The  old  house  has  recently  been 
sold  to  Amos  L.  Sweet,  who  intends  to  take  it  down 
and  erect  a new  one  on  the  site.  The  residents  of 
Southold  and  vicinity,  as  a fitting  finale  for  a fam- 
ous building,  have  arranged  for  a grand  entertain- 
ment in  it.  Antique  furniture,  household  goods, 
kitchen  utensils,  implements  of  domestic  industry, 
cranes,  trammels,  spinning-wheels,  ancient  chairs, 
tables,  etc.,  have  oeen  gathered  from  every  quarter 
of  the  country,  and  all  the  necessaries  of  good  cheer 
have  been  provided.  The  tables  will  be  loaded  as  in 
.the  old  days.  The  ladies  who  are  to  serve  will  be 
robed  in  the  costumes  worn  two  hundred  years  ago. 

Jonah  Horton,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
one  of  six  children,  the  others  being  Hiram.  Aaron, 
Col.  Nathaniel,  Betsey  (Mrs.  Bryant)  and  Mary. 
Jonah  Horton  and  his  wife,  Hannah  (Bryant), 
were  both  natives  of  Morris  county,  N.  J.  They 
had  the  following  children : Elisha,  who  married 
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Mary  A.  Crone,  passed  his  entire  life  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two ; Barnabas  C.  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below ; Archibald  married  Matilda  Miller ; 
Johanna  married  D.  H.  Lewis;  Selista  married 
David  C.  Horton ; and  Lida  married  Daniel  H. 
Horton.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

The  late  Barnabas  C.  Horton,  our  subject’s  fa- 
ther, was  born  May  15,  1811,  in  Morris  county,  N. 
J.,  and  died  September  21,  1896.  Lie  was  an  active 
man,  and  until  within  a few  days  previous  to  his 
death  he  was  unusually  vigorous.  By  occupation 
he  was  a farmer  and  lumberman,  and  at  times  he 
engaged  successfully  in  speculation.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Ruth  Cramer,  died  February  13, 
1876,  aged  sixty-one,  and  the  remains  of  both  were 
interred  at  Chester,  N.  J.  They  had  three  children, 
our  subject  and  two  daughters,  Hannah  B.  and 
Mary  C.  Hannah  B.  married  A.  D.  Brown,  a con- 
tractor and  builder,  living  at  Milford,  and  has  one  son 
and  two  daughters — Barnabas  E.,  Fannie  and  Lvda. 
Mary  C.  married  George  W.  Howell,  who  resides  in 
Chester,  Morris  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  has  two  sons  and 
four  daughters — William  S.,  Roscoe  Conklin,  Ida 
11.,  Emma,  Maggie  and  Fannie ; Mr.  Howell  is  a 
merchant.  Mrs.  Ruth  Horton  was  a daughter  of 
Morris  and  Mary  (Sanders)  Cramer,  of  Morris 
county,  N.  J.,  and  her  father  was  a well-known 
farmer.  Of  the  children  of  Morris  and  Mary  Cram- 
er, the  eldest,  Bershiba,  married  (first)  a Mr. 
Schenck  and  (second)  Stephen  Bryant;  Ziba  re- 
sided in  Mendham,  Morris  Co.,  N.  J. ; E.  Drake 
married  (first)  Nancy  Bryant,  (second)  a lady 
named  Betson,  (third)  Alice  Madison,  and  (fourth) 
Mrs.  Mary  Davis ; Ruth  married  Barnabas  C.  Hort- 
on ; Joseph  married  Helen  Svles ; Margaret  married 
J.  D.  Bunnell;  Henry  and  George  died  unmarried; 
Anna  married  Samuel  O.  Holbert ; John  S.  married 
Martha  Wilhelm;  Aaron  married  (first),  Amanda 
Anson  and  (second)  Jane  Shiner;  and  Sarah  mar- 
ried William  S.  Care}-,  a surveyor  and  farmer  resid- 
ing at  Flanders,  N.  J.  At  a reunion  in  1867  all 
the  - children  were  present  with  the  mother,  the 
youngest  being  thirty-eight  years  old. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  26,  1837,  in 
Morris  county,  N.  J.,  and  remained  at  the  home 
farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirty.  He  then 
came  to  this  section,  locating  in  Pike  county,  above 
Shohola  Falls,  where  he  was  engaged  in  lumbering 
for  three  years.  On  March  26,  1870,  he  removed  to 
Milford,  and  after  working  one  year  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  which 
he  has  since  continued.  In  1884  he  became  interest- 
ed in  undertaking  as  a partner  of  H.  S.  Mott,  and 
they  have  conducted  that  business  together  with 
marked  success.  Politically  Mr.  Horton  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  is  both  active  and  influential  in  local 
affairs,  having  served  twelve  years  as  deputy 
sheriff,  one  year  as  burgess,  and  several  terms  as 
town  councilman.  While  he  is  not  a Church  mem- 
ber he  contributes  to  the  support  of  religious  work 
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and,  jn  fact,  his  sympathies  are  given  to  every  form 
of  progress.  Lie  has  a pleasant  home  in  Milford, 
which  was  built  by  himself  in  1875.  On  December 
13,  1865,  he  was  married,  at  Succasunna  Plains, 
Morris  Co.,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  H.  Ida  King,  and  they  had 
one  daughter,  Harriet  LI.,  born  November  19,  1881, 
who  keeps  house  for  her  father. 

Mrs.  Horton,  who  was  much  beloved  among  her 
associates,  was  born  in  1841  „ at  Morristown,  N.  J., 
and  died  October  10,  1897.  Her  parents,  James 
and  Charity  W.  (Watson)  King,  were  highly  es- 
teemed residents  of  that  locality,  and  her  father, 
who  was  a cabinet  maker  in  his  younger  days,  be- 
came a successful  farmer  there.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children : Cornelia  married  Mayor  Levi 
Chase,  an  attorney  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. ; Henri- 
etta, twin  of  Cornelia,  married  Nelson  Solomon; 
Adolph,  deceased,  never  married;  Watts  married 
Nancy  Garrison;  Milton  T.  married  Catherine  Lip- 
poncott;  James  also  married;  Georgianna  was  the 
wife  of  Peter  Vanness;  Maggie  marfied  John  W. 
Hurd;  H.  Ida  was  the  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Charity  married  H.  S.  Hopkins. 

AVERY  BL'RDICK.  If  one  desires  to  gain 
a vivid  realization  of  the  rapid  advance  in  civiliza- 
tion which  the  last  half  century  has  brought  about, 
he  can  listen  to  the  stories  men  who  are  still  living 
among  us  can  tell  of  their  boyhood.  The  log-cabin 
home  in  the  clearing,  the  still  ruder  school-house 
with  its  rough  seats  made  of  slabs,  its  limited  range 
of  studies,  and  its  brief  terms  arranged  on  the  sub- 
scription plan,  the  routine  of  work  at  home,  un- 
relieved by  any  of  the  modern  devices,  by  which 
machinery  is  made  to  do  in  a short  time  what  for- 
merly occupied  the  entire  year,  these  and  many 
similar  descriptions  will  bring  up  in  sharp  contrast 
the  advantages  of  to-day.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a venerable  and  highly-respected  citizen  of 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  can  relate 
many  interesting  reminiscences  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  Burdick  was  born  upon  his  present  farm, 
June  28,  1823,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Martha 
(Burns)  Burdick.  The  father  was  born  in  Hop- 
kinton,  R.  I.,  August  16,  1791,  son  of  Billings 
Burdick  and  his  wife  Hannah,  and  in  1816  came 
to  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  with 
his  brother  Billings  and  his  uncle,  Elias  Burdick, 
who  located  in  what  became  known  as  the  Burdick 
settlement.  The  mother  was  born  in  Orange  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  June  29,  1799,  and  when  a child  was 
brought  to  Susquehanna  county  by  her  parents, 
who  made  the  journey  through  the  wilderness  in  a 
sleigh.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married 
in  Clifford  township,  February  27,  1820,  and  took 
up  their  residence  upon  the  farm  where  our  subject 
now  resides.  The  father  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming,  and,  as  a prominent  citizen  of  his  com- 
munity, he  was  called  upon  to  serve  in  several  town- 
ship offices,  and  as  a commissioner  of  Susquehanna 
county  for  three  years.  He  was  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  a Baptist  in  religious  belief.  He  died 
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on  the  old  homestead,  January  5,  1853,  and  his 
wife,  who  was  also  a consistent  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  died  .within  a mile  of  the  home  farm, 
on  the  same  road,  January  27,  1877,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  in  the  Burdick  cemetery,  on 
the  old  home  farm  of  Elias  Burdick.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  Thomas,  Jr.,  born  July  13, 

1821,  married  (first)  Mariette  Ellis,  and  (second) 
Sarah  Gaylord,  and  died  April  26,  1864;  Avery, 
our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  Asher, 
born  January  23,  1826,  married  Maria  Ellis,  and  is 
a retired  farmer  of  Clifford  township;  Lydia  A., 
born  April  11,  1828,  is  the  widow  of  Samuel 
Hutchins,  of  Jerrnyn,  Penn.;  David,  born  Decem- 
ber 23,  1830,  married  (first)  Mrs.  Cory  Whitings, 
and  (second)  a lady  named  Pickerine,  and  follows 
farming  in  Harford,  Susquehanna  county;  Jerusha 
E.,  born  December  4,  1833,  is  tlie  wife  of  Walter 
Lyon,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township ; Marvin,  born 
November  28,  1835,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  ; 
and  Elizabeth  A.,  born  May  16,  1838,  is  the  wife  of 
Elliott  Sweet,  a merchant  of  Benton  Center,  Penn. 
Our  subject’s  pdternal  great-grandparents  were 
Stephen  and  Mary  (Church)  Burdick;  his  mater- 
nal grandfather  was  David  Burns. 

Avery  Burdick  spent  his  entire  life  upon  his 
present  farm,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
has  a well-ordered  place  of  140  acres,  which  his  son, 
Ralph  T.,  now  carries  on  for  him.  He  well  remem- 
bers when  this  region  was  almost  an  unbroken  wil- 
derness, and  when  the  wolves  were  quite  numer- 
ous. In  walking  to  Montrose,  a distance  of  thirty- 
two  miles,  which  he  would  make  in  seven  or  eight 
hours,  they  would  often  cross  his  path.  In  polit- 
ical sentiment  Mr.  Burdick  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
gives  his  support  to  every  enterprise  which  he  be- 
lieves will  prove  of  public  good. 

In  Montrose,  October  1,  1855,  Mr.  Burdick 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  O.  Gil- 
bert, who  was  born  in  Delhi,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y., 
August  28,  1833,  a daughter  of  George  and  Sally 
(Bill)  Gilbert,  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  father 
conducted  a grocery  store  in  Delhi  for  some  years. 
He  died  in  that  State  in  1879,  aged  eighty-seven 
years,  his  wife  in  1835.  Their  children  were  Miles 
G.,  who  died  in  the  Mexican  war;  Susan,  deceased 
in  California,  who  married  her  cousin,  also  named 
Gilbert ; Adelia,  deceased  wife  of  James  Burns  ; Pau- 
lina, deceased;  and  Mary  O.,  wife  of  our  subject. 
For  his  second  wife  the  father  married  Mrs.  Maria 
( Campbell Slote,  by  whom  he  had  four  children: 
William  (a  blacksmith),  George  (a  decorator), 
Ann  E.  (who  first  married  a Mr.  Newcome  and 
second  Wheeler  Schomaker),  and  Hattie  (wife  of 
Thomas  O’Neil),  all  of  Delhi.  Mrs.  Burdick’s  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  a prominent  Presbyterian 
minister  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burdick  have  three  children, 
namely:  (1)  Nelson  L.,  a farmer  and  painter  of 

Clifford  township,  wedded  Mary  Spoor,  and  has 
seven  children.  (2)  Ralph  T.  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (3)  Lavern,  a photographer  of  Jermyn, 


Penn.,  married  Alice  Carpenter,  and  has  two 
daughters. 

Ralijh  T.  Burdick  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead, March  9,  1861,  and  remained  there  until 
1890,  when  he  went  to  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where 
for  six  months  he  aided  in  the  construction  of  the 
electric  street  railroad.  In  1891  he  took  instruction 
in  crayon  work  with  his  brother  in  Carbondale,  with 
the  intention  of  following  it  as  a profession,  but  in 
response  to  his  father’s  wishes  returned  home  to 
take  charge  of  the  farm.  As  an  artist  he  is  natur- 
ally gifted,  and  displayed  considerable  talent  in 
boyhood.  He  now  devotes  his  attention  to  the  oper- 
ation of  the  farm  during  the  summer  months,  and 
through  the  fall  and  winter  follows  his  profession 
with  good  success. 

JAMES  E.  JOHNSTON,  one  of  the  most 
systematic  and  thorough  agriculturists  of  Great 
Bend  township,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
born  in  Gibson  township  November  17,  1834,  and 
on  the  paternal  side  is  of  Scottish  descent,  his  great- 
grandparents,  James  and  Annie  (Anderson)  John- 
ston, having  been  natives  of  Scotland.  The  great- 
grandfather was  a sea-faring  man,  and  was  cap- 
tain of  a vessel  sailing  on  the  Atlantic.  After  the 
Revolutionary  war,  in  which  he  served  under  Gen. 
Washington,  in  both  the  army  and  navy,  he  located 
in  New  Jersey,  and  became  the  owner  of  a number 
of  . slaves.  There  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  They 
reared  a family  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Lewis  married  and  settled  in  New 

Brunswick,  N.  where  he  died.  The  second  son, 
after  reaching  manhood,  went  West,  and  was  never 
heard  from  again.  Annie  married,  and  died  in  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.  Margaret  married  a Mr.  Wald- 
ron, and  died  in  New  Jersey,  leaving  sons  who  are 
now  wealthy  and  prominent  wall-paper  manufac- 
turers of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  Betsy  married 
Abraham  Van  Vedenburg,  of  New  Brunswick. 
Andrew,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  completes 
this  family. 

Andrew  Johnston  was  born  in  Hunterdon 
county,  N.  J.,  in  1765,  and  married  Elizabeth  Sned- 
iker,  who  was  born  in  the  same  county,  in  1776,  a 
daughter  of  Garrett  Snediker,  a native  of  Holland. 
After  his  marriage  Andrew  Johnston  located  in 
Kirkwood,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  for  a number  of 
years  conducted  a hotel  on  the  Newburg  turnpike 
at  that  place,  but  later  removed  to  Conklin,  same 
county,  where  his  death  occurred.  His  wife  fol- 
lowed' him  to  the  grave  in  1868,  dying  at  the  home 
of  their  son  John,  in  Hallstead,  Penn.,  at  the  ex- 
treme old  age  of  ninety-three  years.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  seven  children,  as  follows:  (1)  James 

was  born  in  .1797,  in  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.,  which  was 
also  the  birthplace  of  the  other  children.  (2)  Gar- 
rett, our  subject's  father,  was  second  in  the  family. 

(3)  Ursula,  born  in  1803,  became  the  wife  of  Joel 
Stinebeck,  of  Gibson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. 

(4)  Kenneth  A.,  born  in  1807,  married  Nancy 
Kennedy,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  located  in 
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New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  died 
in  1877,  leaving  three  daughters,  Julia,  Rhoda  and 
Evelyn.  The  tirst  and  last  named  still  reside  at 
the  old  home  in  New  Milford.  (5)  David,  born  in 
1809,  married  Charlotte  Hancock,  of  Philipsburg, 
Center  Co.,  Penn.  He  conducted  a hotel  in  Clear- 
field, Penn.,  for  a number  of  years,  and  later  moved 
to  Shamokin,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in  May,  1894, 
leaving  four  sons,  John  (of  Clearfield),  Clarence 
and  Edward  (both  of  Shamokin),  and  Owen  (of 
Harrisburg).  (6)  John,  born  in  1812,  has  for 
many  years  been  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  Great  Bend  and  Hallstead,  and  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  building  up  of  those 
towns.  He  has  also  taken  an  active  part  in  ad- 
vancing Church  and  educational  interests,  is  a lead- 
ing member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Hall- 
stead,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  the  erection 
of  the  fine  new  edifice  there  in  1895.  In  1842  he 
married  Miss  Phoebe  Chamberlain,  who  died  in 
1889,  leaving. two  daughters — Flora,  now  the  wife 
of  Richard  Gillespie,  a stockman  of  Great  Bend 
'township ; and  Theodocia,  wife  of  J.  R.  Millard, 
foreman  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
railroad  shops  at  Hallstead,  where  they  reside  with 
her  father  at  his  fine  home  at  that  place.  (7)  An- 
drew, born  in  1815,  married  Adaline  Sloat.  of 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
merchant  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  but  later 
removed  to  near  Scranton,  where  he  died  in  June, 
1898,  leaving  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  Mary  (a 
resident  of  Scranton,  Penn.),  and  Revillo  and 
Merion  (who  are  both  living  in  the  West). 

Garrett  Johnston,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.,  in  1800,  and  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools  of  Broome  county.  When  a 
young  man  he  married  Miss  Amanda  Smith,  of 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  Rans- 
ford  and  Martha  Smith,  of  Herrick  township,  who 
were  born  in  Connecticut.  Their  ancestors  were 
among  the  Pilgrim  fathers  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  England  and  located  in  Rhode  Island.  For 
some  years  Ransford  Smith  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brick  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  also  followed  shoemaking  to  some 
extent.  There  both  he  and  his  wife  died. 
In  their  family  were  nine  children,  four  sons 
and  five  daughters:  Ransford,  Benjamin,  Samuel 

and  Alexander,  Mrs.  Corbett  (of  Broome  county, 
N.  Y.),  Mrs.  Hathaway  (of  Liberty  township, 
Susquehanna  county),  Mrs.  Johnston  (the  mother 
of  our  subject),  Theodocia  (who  married  Marshall 
Dimock),  and  Sarah  (who  married  John  Cole- 
man). For  a few  years  after  his  marriage  Garrett 
Johnston  lived  in  Corbettsville,  and  then  removed 
to  Gibson,  there  erecting  a woolen-mill  and  engag- 
ing in  the  manufacture  of  cloth  until  1844,  when  he 
came  to  Great  Bend.  Here  he  also  built  a mill, 
and  he  operated  the  same  for  a number  of  years, 
but  finally  sold  it  and  retired  to  his  farm  at  the 
Bend,  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1883.  His 
wife  died  in  1890.  Both  were  faithful  members 


of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  commanded  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  they  came  in 
contact.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  nine 
children,  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely: 
(1)  Caroline,  born  in  Alt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  in  1825,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Honesdale,  and  married  William  L.  Phillips,  of 
New  York,  who  was  for  some  time  a commission 
merchant  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  from  there  removed 
to  western  Iowa.  He  next  located  in  Blooming- 
ton, 111.,  to  educate  his  children,  and  from  there 
returned  East  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  business  until  his  death,  in  1892.  He 
left  a wife  and  three  children,  Alice,  Charles  and 
Edgar,  all  residents  of  Brooklyn.  (2)  Jane  E., 
born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  in  1827,  was 
also  educated  at  Honesdale,  and  married  David 
Scott,  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  in  Houston,  Del.  They  have  two  sons, 
Julius,  a printer,  of  Newburg,  N.  Y. ; and  Irvin,  a 
tinner  by  trade,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Mil- 
ford, Del.  (3)  Andrew  G.,  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Wayne  county,  in  1830,  married  Jane  Sommers,  of 
Summersville,  Susquehanna  county,  and  first  located 
in  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  cooper- 
age business  for  two  or  three  years.  Subsequently 
he  was  for  some  years  a stock  dealer  in  Chicago, 
111.,  then  spent  a short  time  in  Missouri,  and  from 
there  moved  to  western  Kansas.  He  has  one 
daughter,  Nellie.  (4)  Harriet  A.,  born  in  Gibson, 
in  1832,  was  well  educated  in  the  schools  of  Har- 
ford. She  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  ( 5 ) 
James  E.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (6)  Rans- 
ford, born  in  1836,  is  a graduate  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
the  nursery  business  near  Georgetown,  Del.  He 
married  Barbara  Starckels,  of  that  State,  and  has 
three  daughters,  Katie,  Lizzie  and  Bertha.  (7) 
Ellen,  born  in  1839,  married  Rev.  George  Phinny, 
of  Ohio.  They  first  lived  in  Peoria,  111.,  and  later 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  died,  leaving  two 
children,  Albert  J.  and  Georgie,  who  are  still  with 
their  mother  in  Cleveland.  She  is  a graduate  of 
the  schools  of  Montrose,  Penn.,  and  of  the  college 
at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  has  taken  a very  prominent 
part  in  the  National  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
in  Ohio,  as  a lecturer  and  president  of  the  State 
organization.  (8)  Albert  T.,  born  in  Gibson,  in 
1841,  began  his  education  in  Harford,  Penn.,  and 
later  graduated  at  the  Wyoming  Seminary,  Kings- 
ton. He  studied  law,  and  for  a time  engaged  in 
practice  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married 
Louisa  Kohler,  of  Delaware,  who  died  leaving  one 
son,  Joseph,  now  a resident  of  England.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Martha  L'Homedeau,  of 
Brooklyn,  where  they  make  their  home,  but  he  is 
now  in  England,  where  he  has  business  interests. 
He  is  also  largely  interested  in  coffee  plantations  in 
Mexico.  By  his  second  marriage  he  has  three 
children.  Albert,  Florence  and  Harry  R.  (9)  Ed- 
gar, born  in  1843,  graduated  in  civil  engineering  at 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  later  completing  the  medical 
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course  at  that  place,  where  he  was  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  ivl.  D.,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Gibsonburg, 
Ohio.  He  is  interested  in  oil  speculations  in  that 

State.  He  married  Mary  , and  has  two 

children,  Lurdo  and  June. 

At  the  family  homestead  at  Gibson,  James  E. 
Johnston,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born,  and  he 
was  educated  in  the  Harford  Academy.  When  a 
boy  he  met  with  a sad  misfortune,  losing  his  right 
arm  in  his  father’s  wqolen  mill.  In  early  manhood 
he  spent  a short  time  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  then  went 
to  Iowa,  where  he  passed  the  following  four  years, 
but  in  1859  he  returned  home  and  was  with  his 
father  in  the  woolen  and  sawmill  business,  also 
having  charge  of  the  two  farms  belonging  to  the 
latter.  In  October,  1864,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Wilber,  of  Great  Bend,  a 
daughter  of  John  P.  and  Eunice  (Taggart)  Wil- 
ber, of  Susquehanna  county.  She  was  born  in 
1843,  and  educated  in  the  schools  of  New  Milford. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston  have  come  four  chil- 
dren: (1)  Ida  A.,  born  October  4,  1868,  is  now 

the  wife  of  James  Hutchings,  a leading  shoe  dealer 
of  ITallstead,  and  they  have  had  three  sons,  James, 
Walter,  and  Roy  M.  (who  died  in  infancy).  (2) 
Carrie  B.,  born  in  Great  Bend,  in  1870,  graduated 
at  the  Mansfield  Normal,  of  Tioga  county,  Penn., 
and  is  a successful  teacher,  having  taught  in  the 
high  schools  of  Mauch  Chunk  for  six  years.  (3) 
Charles  K.  died  in  infancy.  (4)  Kenneth  D.,  born 
in  1877,  was  educated  in  the  home  schools,  and  now 
manages  the  home  farm. 

For  four  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  John- 
ston lived  in  his  father’s  house,  near  the  woolen 
mill,  and  then  removed  to  his  present  home,  which 
was  given  him  by  his  father,  his  time  and  attention 
having  since  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  has  remodeled  his  residence,  erected  a new 
barn,  and  made  many  other  improvements  upon  the 
place  which  add  to  its  value  and  attractive  appear- 
ance, so  that  he  now  has  one  of  the  most  desirable 
farms  in  Great  Bend  township.  He  was  reared  in 
the  faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  his 
father  was  an  active  member  for  many  years,  and 
to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  Politically  he  has 
always  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  has  most  efficiently  served  as  school  director 
for  nineteen  consecutive  years,  and  poormaster  of 
his  township  for  several  terms.  In  manner  he  is 
pleasant  and  cordial,  which,  combined  with  his; 
sterling  worth,  makes  him  one  of  the  popular  citi- 
zens of  his  native  county. 

CTLRIC  B.  RICE,  of  New  Milford  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  an  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising agriculturist,  one  of  those  whose  influence 
and  example  make  our  rural  communities  centers  of 
good  order  and  progress. 

Mr.  Rice  was  born  May  10,  1857,  at  Lakeside, 
in  New  Milford  township,  a son  of  Daniel  W.  Rice, 
whose  biography  appears  elsewhere.  During  boy- 


hood cur  subject  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm 
while  attending  die  local  schools,  and  at  eighteen  he  | 
began  teaching  at  Maple  Ridge,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, meeting  with  such  success  that  he  was  employed 
live  consecutive  winters.  On  leaving  home,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  he  worked  two  summers  among 
neighboring  farmers,  and  then  located  at  Ins 
present  homestead,  which  contains  seventy-four 
acres,  and  is  well  adapted  to  general  farming. 
Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  his  fellow  citizens  have  frequently  chosen  him 
to  office  in  the  township,  as  he  has  served  three 
years  as  clerk,  three  years  as  collector,  and  two  as 
constable.  On  November  25,  1879,  he  was  married 
at  New  Milford  to  Miss  Ada  Foot,  and  they  have 
one  son,  George  P.,  now  at  home. 

Mrs.  Ada  Foot  Rice  is  a native  of  New  Milford 
township,  and  is  a member  of  an  old  Colonial  fam- 
ily, one  of  her  ancestors,  Nathaniel  Foot,  an  En- 
glishman, having  settled  in  Connecticut  in  1633. 
The  Foot  family  is  mentioned  more  fully  elsewhere. 
Mrs.  Ricejs  grandparents,  Charles  and  Rebecca 
(Wellman)  Foot,  located  in  this  section  at  an  early 
day.  Ira  D.  Foot,  father  of  Mrs.  Rice,  was  born  in 
New  Milford  township,  and  followed  the  carpenter’s 
trade  there  for  many  years.  He  was  highly  re- 
spected as  a citizen,  and  at  times  held  local  offices. 
His  death  occurred  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
ber 28,  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  his  remains 
being  taken  to  New  Milford  for  interment.  He 
married  for  his  first  wife  Miss  Charlotte  A.  Van 
Housen,  of  New  Milford  township,  daughter  of 
William  and  Prudence  (Ford)  Van  Housen,  na- 
tives of  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  and  early  settlers 
in  New  Milford  township.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Foot 
died  of  smallpox  January  16,  1865,  aged  forty-one 
years,  and  was  buried  at  New  Milford.  Mr.  Foot 
married,  second.  Mrs.  Belinda  Smith,  now  de- 
ceased. By  his  first  marriage  there  were  eight  chil- 
dren : Estella  A.,  Mrs.  H.  V.  Hamilton,  a dress- 

maker in  St.  Paul,  Minn. ; Eliza,  a successful  teacher 
in  Susquehanna  county;  William  H.,  who  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below ; Henry  and  Hattie,  who 
died  in  childhood ; Ada,  Mrs.  Rice ; Alvin  D.,  who 
died  April  10,  1877,  aged  fifteen  years ; and  Irene, 
wife  of  Daniel  Foster,  a farmer  in  Jackson  township. 

By  the  second  marriage  there  was  one  child,  Verna, 
now  Mrs.  George  Brown,  of  Binghamton,  New 
York. 

William  H.  Foot  was  born  September  3, 
1851,  in  New  Milford  township,  and  for  a number  of 
years  has  been  engaged  in  general  farming  there. 
When  a boy  of  seventeen  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  with  his  father,  and  he  still  follows  that  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  his  other  work.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  purchased  the  family  home- 
stead, and  in  1885  he  removed  to  liis  present  farm 
of  sixty  acres.  In  1882  he  was  employed  as  a fire- 
man on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  rail- 
road, continuing  about  one  year.  In  politics  he  is 
a stanch  Democrat,  and  he  has  served  four  terms 
as  inspector  of  elections ; six  years  as  commissioner 
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of  the  poor;  three  years  as  constable;  three  years 
as  collector ; and  three  as  supervisor,  his  ability  and 
fidelity  to  duty  winning  the  commendation  of  the 
people.  On  October  21,  1879,  he  was  married,  in 
Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
Florence  L.  Weed,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Charles 
W.  and  Alvin  W. 

JAMES  McKINNEY.  To  some  favored  indi- 
viduals success  comes  without  apparent  struggle, 
to  others  it  is  the  consequence  of  brave  and  perse- 
1 vering  effort.  Between  the  two  classes  the  greater 
meed  of  praise  must  be  bestowed  upon  him  who 
wins  his  spurs.  Among  the  prominent  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Susquehanna  county  may  be  named 
James  McKinney,  now  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
[ sion  in  Forest  City.  He  is  pre-eminently  a self- 
made  man. 

Among  the  many  Irish  refugees  whom  hard 
times  and  famine  compelled  to  leave  their  native 
land,  about  the  year  1848,  and  seek  new  homes  in 
America,  were  James  and  Honora  (O’Neill)  Mc- 
Kinney. They  were  natives  of  County  Clare,  and 
both  were  highly  connected  in  the  Emerald  Isle, 
but  the  beck  to  better  fortune  led  them  across  the 
ocean.  James  McKinney  was  a farmer.  He  first 
located  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  later  removed 
to  Susquehanna,  where  he  and  his  wife  died.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  religious  con- 
nection a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
The  children  of  James  and  Honora  McKinney  were : 
Margaret,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Houlihan,  of  Susque- 
hanna county ; Bridget,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years ; Honora,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four;  and  James,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

James  McKinney  was  born  November  26,  1858, 
in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  both  the  public  and  parochial  schools.  In 
Susquehanna  he  learned  the  trade  of  a cylinder 
molder,  which  he  followed  for  four  years.  In  1879 
he  was  elected  city  tax  collector  of  the  borough  of 
Susquehanna,  and  served  also  as  a member  of  the 
city  council.  In  1881  Mr.  McKinney  received  the 
appointment  of  private  secretary  to  Congressman 
Post,  and  in  1883  was  appointed  a record  clerk  in 
the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr.  McKinney 
made  good  use  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  his 
life  in  Washington.  His  position  gave  him  a keen 
insight  into  the  social  and  legislative  phases  of  the 
National  Capital,  but  he  did  not  yield  to  the  bland- 
ishments of  social  divertissement  to  an  injudicious 
degree.  Rather  he  “burned  the  midnight  oil.”  He 
attended  Columbian  Law  University  and  spent  his 
leisure  time  in  study. 

Receiving  the  appointment  of  postmaster  at 
Susquehanna  in  1885  he  returned  to  that  city,  and 
in  connection  with  his  official  business  entered  mer- 
cantile life,  becoming  the  leading  boot  and  shoe 
dealer.  But  during  the  continuance  of  his  term  he 
finished  his  course  of  reading  law,  and  in  1897  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar.  He  located  the  same  year  at 
Forest  City,  where  he  remained  two  vears  and  ac- 


quired a rapidly  growing  practice.  On  July  10, 
1899,  he  was  appointed  land  agent  for  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  Co.,  with  his  of- 
fice at  Scranton,  Lackawanna  county.  At  the  Dem- 
ocratic convention  held  at  Montrose  in  August, 
1898,  Mr.  McKinney  drafted  and  presented  to  the 
convention  a resolution  nominating  Judge  D.  W. 
Searle  as  a non-partisan  judge,  although  he  had 
been  already  nominated  by  the  Republican  con- 
vention, and  carried  it  through.  Mr.  McKinney 
was  then  nominated,  by  acclamation,  for  Congress, 
to  represent  the  four  counties  of  Bradford,  Wayne, 
Susquehanna  and  Wyoming,  but  he  declined,  as 
Lis  law  practice  would  not  permit  him  to  under- 
take the  duties  of  the  incumbency.  Mr.  McKinnev 
is  a lawyer  of  broad  and  liberal  spirit,  and  is  de- 
voted to  his  profession.  While  at  Forest  City  he 
was  attorney  for  all  the  municipalities,  and  he  is 
now  attorney  for  the  school  board  of  Fell  township, 
Lackawanna  county.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat.  He  a member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus. In  physique  he  is  a splendid  type  of  manhood. 

WILLIS  E.  BABCOCK  is  the  owner  of  a 
farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, a region  noted  for  its  many  beautiful  homesteads. 
Here  he  has  spent  his  entire  life,  and  the  greater 
part  of  his  time  and  attention  have  been  devoted  to 
agricultural  pursuits. 

On  his  present  farm  Mr.  Babcock  was  born 
October  10,  1839,  a son  of  Ezekiel  Gavitt  Babcock, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut  May  22,  1797,  a son 
of  Isaac  and  Amy  (Gavitt)  Babcock,  also  natives 
of  that  State.  There  Ezekiel  G.  Babcock  was 
reared,  and  on  reaching  manhood  he  married  Miss 
Lydia  Gardner,  who  was  also  born  in  Connecticut 
in  1797,  a daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Eunice  (La- 
tham) Gardner.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  heroes 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Of  the  fourteen  chil- 
dren born  to  Ezekiel  G.  Babcock  and  wife,  twelve 
reached  years  of  maturity,  namely:  Mary  Ann, 

Jerome  Gardner  (deceased), Allyn,  Luc}r  (deceased) 
and  Laura  (twins),  Leroy  Gilson  (deceased) , Ellen 
A.,  Mason  and  Phoebe  (deceased)  (twins),  Eunice 
and  Emma  (twins),  Willis  E.,  and  Dovie  and  Lovie 
(twins).  The  father,  who  was  a drover  by  occu- 
pation, died  November  18,  1873,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-six years,  and  the  mother  died  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three.  He  was  a Democrat  in  pol- 
itics. ' 

Willis  E.  Babcock  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  received  a good  practical  education.  He  was 
married,  in  1864,  to  Miss  Florida  Sweet,  who  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Montrose,  daughter  of  Am- 
brose Spencer  Sweet,  a native  of  Rensselaer  county, 
N.  Y.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Clark  C.  Sweet, 
was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  of  Scottish  ancestry. 
Ambrose  S.  Sweet  married  Cynthia  Nichols,  a na- 
tive of  Bradford  county.  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of 
Isaac  Nichols,  who  was  born  in  1799.  a son  of  Isaac 
and  Sarah  (Stevens)  Nichols.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
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Sarah  (Stevens)  Nichols  was  a soldier  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,,  and  was  wounded  at  Danbury, 
Conn.,  dying  from  the  effects.  Mrs.  Babcock  is 
the  eldest  of  a family  of  three  children,  the  others 
being  Mrs.  Gertrude  Shomaker  and  Elingham 
Trade  Sweet,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  Her  father  was 
a miller  by  trade  and  followed  his  chosen  occupation 
in  Montrose,  Penn.,  for  some  years,  dying  there 
April  25,  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  Polit- 
ically he  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  socially  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias;  while 
religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  were  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was 
born  November  30,  1826,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  have  one  child,  Cynthia, 
now  the  wife  of  Walter  E.  Talbot,  of  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Sidney  Wells. 
Our  subject  has  spent  his  entire  married  life  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Bridgewater  township,  where  he 
owns  100  acres  of  valuable  land. 

TACK  ALEXANDER,  a prominent  and  suc- 
cessful dealer  in  clothing  and  gents’  furnishing 
goods  at  Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  in  London,  England,  December  29,  1870,  and 
is  a son  of  Seelig  and  Kate  (Cohen)  Alexander,  na- 
tives of  Germany  and  London,  respectively.  Both 
are  still  living,  the  father  at  the  age  of  sixty,  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  They  make 
their  home  in  London,  where  he  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a merchant  tailor.  Their  children  are  Jack, 
our  subject ; Anna,  who  is  with  her  parents  ; Charles, 
a tailor  of  Philadelphia ; and  Mary,  at  home. 

Jack  Alexander  was  reared  and  educated  in 
London,  and  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he 
first  came  to  the  United  States.  After  clerking  for 
a time  in  a clothing  store  in  New  Tork  City  he  re- 
turned home,  where  he  remained  six  months,  and 
then  took  passage  on  a vessel  bound  for  Australia, 
but  was  shipwrecked  off  the  west  coast  of  Africa, 
losing  all  his  possessions.  After  nine  months  spent 
with  his  parents  in  London  he  returned  to  New 
York,  where  he  clerked  in  the  wholesale  clothing- 
house  of  Max  Driesen  until  his  marriage,  and  then 
came  to  Forest  City.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in 
his  present  business,  handling  high-class  clothing 
and  men’s  furnishing  goods,  and  has  built  up  a large 
and  constantly  increasing  trade,  though  he  came 
here  a stranger.  He  is  a wide-awake,  progressive 
business  man,  and  is  meeting  with  well-deserved  suc- 
cess in  his  undertakings.  His  political  support  is 
always  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Sons  of 
St.  George,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  all  of  Forest  City. 

At  Scranton,  Penn.,  February  26,  1896,  Mr. 
Alexander  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Flora 
Driesen,  and  they  have  two  children,  Ruth  J.  and 
Rhea  J.  Mrs.  Alexander  was  born  in  New  York 


City,  in  1873,  a daughter  of  Louis  and  Hannah 
(Cohen)  Driesen,  natives  of  Germany,  who  were 
married  in  New  York  City,  and  from  there  removed 
to  Scranton,  where  the  father  is  also  engaged  in 
the  clothing  and  men’s  furnishing  business.  The 
children  of  their  family  are  Sarah,  wife  of  Joseph 
Block,  a grocer  of  Scranton ; Rhea,  wife  of  S.  L. 
Goldstein,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Minnie,  a school 
teacher  of  Scranton ; Harriet,  a stenographer  of 
that  place ; Sophia,  at  home ; Solomon,  manager  of 
his  father’s  store;  and  Flora,  wife  of  our  subject. 

CHARLES  D. 'WASHBURN.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen,  near  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  enlisted  in  defense  of  the  Nation's 
flag,  imitating  the  example  of  his  only  brother, 
whose  age  permitted  earlier  enlistment.  However, 
our  subject  was  not  too  late  to  participate  in  some 
of  the  sharp,  vigorous  services  which  marked  the 
closing  years  of  the  Rebellion. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Jackson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  April  6,  1847,  son  °f  Joseph 
and  Lucinda  (Case)  Washburn.  His  father  was 
born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  in  1820,  and  about 
1832  came  with  his  father,  Joseph  Washburn,  Sr., 
from  Connecticut  to  Northeastern  Pennsylvania. 
The  trip  was  made  with  a sled  drawn  by  a yoke  of 
oxen.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  with  his 
wife,  Polly,  and  children,  settled  on  a farm  in  Gib- 
son township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  lived 
a worthy  pioneer  life.  He  died  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, three  daughters — Janet,  Sally  and  Mary — 
and  one  son — Joseph,  the  father  of  our  subject. 
Janet  married  Anson  Ellsworth,  and  migrated  to 
Illinois  and  later  to  Forest  City,  Iowa,  where  their 
children  have  become  prominent  and  useful  citizens. 
Sally  became  the  wife  of  William  Bowen,  of  Scott 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  had  eight  children, 
William  B.,  Oliver,  Polly  A.,  Jane  (deceased), 
Horace,  Nathan,  Rose  and  Dolly.  Mary  married 
Oliver  Tennant,  of  New  Milford,  and  died  leaving 
six  children,  Jefferson  (now  of  White  Pine,  Neb.), 
James  (deceased),  Judson,  Julian,  Aldridge,  and 
Duaine. 

Joseph  Washburn,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Connecticut  and 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  After  his 
marriage  to  Lucinda  Case  he  bought  and  settled  on 
a tract  of  wild  land  in  Jackson  township,  where  he 
cleared  up  a farm  and  erected  good  buildings,  re- 
maining there  through  life.  His  wife  died  in  1832, 
leaving  four  children : Horace,  Mary  L.,  Charles 

D.  (our  subject),  and  Dora.  (1)  Horace  was 
born  in  1840,  was  well  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  in  early  life  taught  school.  Enlisting  in  the 
141st  Penn.  Heavy  Artillery  in  1862,  he  served 
three  years  in  the  Civil  war.  After  the  war  he 
engaged  in  railroading  on  the  Philadelphia  & Erie 
road.  He  married  Miss  Kate  Norton,  of  Sunbury, 
and  settled  at  Renovo,  where  he  remained  for  many 
years,  serving  as  a railroad  conductor  until  he  died, 
in  1880,  leaving  two  children,  Willie  and  Bertram, 
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both  railroad  men  of  Renovo.  (2)  Mary,  the 
elder  sister  of  our  subject,  received  a good  educa- 
tion, and  fitted  herself  for  a teacher.  She  married 
Sylvester  French,  now  deceased,  a boss  carpenter  of 
the  railroad  shops  at  Susquehanna,  and  tliev  had 
one  child,  Delbert  French,  a druggist  of  Susque- 
hanna. (4)  Dora,  the  youngest  sister  of  our 
subject,  was  horn  in  1S50.  She  was  educated  at 
Mansfield  and  Susquehanna  schools,  and  mar- 
ried Samuel  Smith,  a railroad  machinist  of  Susque- 
hanna, and  now  a railroad  employe  of  Renovo. 
They  have  two  sons,  Burton  and  Florace.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Joseph  Washburn,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  married  Myra  Case,  who  bore 
him  one  child,  Nora  A.,  now  the  wife  of  Lanson 
Wheeler,  of  Forest  City,  who  owns  the  old  Wash- 
burn homestead. 

Charles  D.  Washburn,  our  subject,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  Jackson.  He  re- 
mained on  the  rarm  until  his  enlistment,  at  Scran- 
ton, in  September,  1864,  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  in  Batterv  C,  of  the  1st  Penn.  Light  Artillery. 
He  joined  his  command  at  Harper's  Ferry,  went 
with  the  regiment  to  Winchester,  and  thence  to 
Cedar  Creek.  Wintering  at  Maryland  Heights,  they 
removed  in  the  spring  of  1865  to  Martinsburg, 
under  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan,  and  were  mustered  out  at 
Harper's  Ferry  in  June,  1865.  Our  subject  was  in 
all  the  engagements  of  his  regiment  during  .his  term 
of  service.  Returning  home  he  took  charge  of 
his  father’s  farm,  and  for  some  years  operated  it 
on  shares.  In  December,  1870,  he  married  Miss 
Arvilla  French,  daughter  of  Horace  and  _ Lucy 
(Hall)  French,  of  Jackson  township,  and  grand- 
daughter, on  her  mother’s  side,  of  Major  Martin 
Hall,  who  served  with  distinction  in  the  Mexican 
war.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wash- 
burn lived  on  his  father's  farm  for  seven  years. 
In  1879  he  purchased  the  Frank  Bryant  farm,  in 
Jackson  township,  on  which  he  has  since  had  his 
residence,  erected  a large  barn,  has  remodeled  the 
house,  and  made  other  general  improvements-  The 
home  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  township. 
Evidences  of  neatness  and  care  abound  upon  the 
farm,  and  within  the  walls  of  the  hospitable  and 
tastefully  furnished  residence  culture  and  refine- 
ment are  found.  Mr.  Washburn  is  a prosperous 
farmer,  and  his  success  is  due  to  his  thorough  and 
sagacious  business  methods. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  wife  consists 
of  four  children:  Raymond  F.,  Clayton  D..  Alice 

M.  and  Horace  D.  Raymond  F.  was  born  Octo- 
ber 21,  1871,  and  was  well  educated  in  the  home 
schools.  He  married  Miss  Amity  Tyler,  of  Lake 
View,  Jackson  township,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Martha  Tyler,  and  they  have  three  children,  Harold 
Delos,  Earl  F.,  and  Newell  R.  Clayton  D.  Wash- 
burn was  born  August  23,  1873,  and  is  a graduate 
of  Factorvville  Coilege,  and  of  Rochester  Business 
College.  For  two  years  he  was  bookkeeper  for  a 
large  canning  company  at  Rochester,  and  he  is 
now  a traveling  salesman.  In  1898  he  began  the 


study  of  medicine  at  the  Philadelphia  University 
of  Medicine,  Philadelphia.  Alice  M.,  born  May  5, 
1876,  in  her  girlhood  studies  developed  musical 
abilities  of  a high  order.  She  married  Alfred  E. 
Henderson,  now  a workman  in  the  Erie  railroad 
shops  at  Susquehanna,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Robert  P.,  born  January  15,  1899.  Horace  D.,  born 
July  2,  1887,  is  a student  in  the  common  schools. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  active  members  of 
the  Lake  View  Baptist  Church.  Politically  he  is 
a Republican,  and  has  held  a number  of  the  local 
offices,  including  those  of  town  treasurer  and  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  and  has  been  school  di- 
rector for  many  years.  Fie  is  a member  of  Myron 
French  Post  No.  512,  G.  A.  R.,  and  himself  and 
family  are  among  the  most  influential  and  highly- 
respected  citizens  of  the  township.  Their  home 
is  known  for  its  generous  hospitality,  and  for  the 
genial  kindness  of  both  parents  and  children. 

GEORGE  M.  NICHOLS.  That  service  in 
the  army  during  the  Civil  war  broadened  the  minds 
of  many  of  the  soldiers,  and  paved  the  way  for 
later  achievement  in  peaceful  occupations,  has  been 
attested  by  thousands  of  instances.  Whether  the 
boy,  who  had  taken  up  arms  in  defense  of  the 
Union,  returned  to  the  farm  or  sought  a career  in 
town  or  city,  the  discipline  and  the  development  of 
the  ranks  made  impressions  that  lasted  through 
life,  and  where  the  material  was  right  those  impres- 
sions were  most  favorable.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  one  of  the  boys  who  returned  to  the 
farm.  He  devoted  his  energies  to  the  clearing  of 
a farm  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  he  has  done  his  work  well. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  born  in  Nicholson  township, 
Wyoming  county,  October  22,  1843,  a son  °f  Reuben 
and  Rozella  (Steele)  Nichols.  The  grandparents 
of  our  subject,  Elijah  and  Catherine  (Jackson) 
Nichols,  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Wyoming  county. 
Reuben  Nichols  \tfas  born  in  Wyoming  county  in 
1810,  and  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  He  mar- 
ried Rozella  Steele,  who  was  born  in  1820,  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  and  Eleanor  Steele,  and  settled  in 
his  native  county.  He  died  in  1865,  and  his  widow, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  now  lives  at  Scranton, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  The  family  of 
Reuben  and  Rosella  Nichols  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Catherine,  wife  of  Oscar  Finn, 

of  Lenox  township:  George  M.,  our  subject;  Au- 
gusta, widow  of  William  Benjamin,  of  Nicholson; 
Amanda  M.,  unmarried,  of  Scranton;  James  A.,  a 
resident  of  Lenox  township ; Charles  M.,  a Del- 
aware, Lackawanna  & Western  conductor,  of  Bing- 
hamton ; Wilbur,  a railroad  man  of  Scranton : Mary 
E.,  who  died  voting;  Henry,  who  died  young;  Will- 
iam, a conductor  residing  at  Scranton  ; Hiram,  a rail- 
road man  of  Scranton;  and  Jerome  H.,  a Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  conductor  at  Elmira,  New 
York. 

Our  subject  in  his  youth  attended  the  graded 
schools  and  Nicholson  Academy.  He  enlisted,  in 
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April,  1864,  in  Company  H,  187th  P.  V.  I.,  and 
served  till  mustered  out,  in  August,  1865.  While 
in  service  he  became  one  of  the  victims  of  a small- 
pox epidemic,  and  was  confined  to  the  hospital  for 
five  and  one-half  months.  Returning  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, Mr.  Nichols  was  married,  July  3,  1867,  to 
Miss  Gertrude  Alice  Smith,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 31,  1847,  *n  Lemon,  Wyoming  county,  daugh- 
ter of  Ziba  and  Sarah  (Stephens)  Smith,  and 
granddaughter  of  William  Smith,  who  when  a 
child  of  seven  years  was  captured  by  the  Indians, 
during  the  Wyoming  massacre,  and  held  in  cap- 
tivity for  seven  years.  He  was  taken  to  Canada, 
and  remained  there  till  rescued  by  an  English  of- 
ficer and  restored  to  his  old  home.  He  afterward 
lived  in  Wilkes  Barre.  Ziba  Smith,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Nichols,  was  born  in  Wilkes  Barre,  January 
12,  1798.  He  was  married,  in  Nicholson  township. 
Wyoming  county,  to  Sarah  Stephens,  who  was  born 
February  44,  1808,  daughter  of  Eliphalet  and  Jane 
(Van  Auken)  Stephens,  the  former  of  whom  was 
from  Connecticut.  Ziba  Smith  died  December  16, 
1862,  his  wife  August  30,  1890.  He  was  a resi- 
dent for  many  years  of  Tunkhannock,  Wyoming 
county,  a prominent  merchant  and  farmer,  and 
owned  a large  portion  of  the  land  upon  which  Tunk- 
hannock has  been  built.  In  politics  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  he  was  the  first  register  and  recorder  of 
Wyoming  county.  To  Ziba  and  Sarah  Smith  were 
born  children  as  follows : Jane  Ann,  born  Septem- 
ber 25,  1832,  married  Miles  Avery,  and  died  July 
4,  1872;  Miles  A.,  born  March  1,  1835,  married 
Lovisa  Ely,  and  died  December  9,  1898  (he  was  a 
resident  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna 
county)  ; Catherine  A.,  born  April  21,  1837,  married 
Edwin  Quick,  of  Lenox  township,  and  died  March 
11,  1876;  Elizabeth  V.,  born  May  15,  1839,  mar- 
ried George  Harding,  of  Nicholson,  and  died  June 
30,  1892;  Ziba  N.,  liorn  July  17,  1842,  a resident 
of  Springville,  married  Mary  Quick  ; Sarah  A.,  born 
March  29,  1845,  became  the  wife  of  Moses  Shields, 
of  Nicholson;  Gertrude  A.  is  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; and  George  M.,  born  March  25,  1849,  mar- 
ried Augusta  Brown,  and  died  November  18,  1876 
(he  was  a resident  of  Lemon  township,  Wyoming 
county) . 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  come  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Smith  R.,  born  June  1,  1869,  a res- 
ident of  Scranton;  Nellie  A.,  born  October  5,  1873, 
wife  of  W.  G.  Squires,  of  Lenox  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  who  has  one  child,  Gertrude  E.,  born 
November  10,  1898;  Mildred  G.,  born  October  30, 
1877,  a student  of  Millersvilie,  Penn.;  George  C., 
born  June  30,  1884,  at  home;  and  Beatrice  V.,  born 
July  10,  1891,  at  home. 

Mr.  Nichols  came  to  his  present  well-improved 
and  valuable  home  of  118  acres  October  22,  1866. 
It  was  then  almost  entirely  wild  land,  and  the  eighty 
acres  now  under  cultivation  were  cleared  largely 
through  his  labor.  His  present  residence,  erected  in 
1881,  is  a modern  structure,  containing  a furnace 
and  other  conveniences.  Mr.  Nichols  has  dealt  to 


some  extent  in  real  estate,  buying  and  selling  several 
tracts  of  land.  For  thirteen  years  he  was  in  the 
agricultural  implement  business,  but  now  devotes  his 
attention  exclusively  to  farming.  In  addition  to 
general  and  dairy  farming  he  engages  extensively  in 
stock  raising,  and  his  stock  of  Cotswold  sheep  is 
especially  noteworthy.  Our  subject  and  family 
are  members  of  the  Grange.  He  is  member  of 
Capt.  Lyons  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Glenwood,  and  his 
family  are  active  workers  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
In  politics  Mr.  Nichols  is  a stanch  Republican.  He 
has  served  as  school  director,  and  ranks  as  one  of 
the  most  substantial  and  enterprising  citizens  of 
Lenox  township. 

GEORGE  A.  SWEPENISER,  chief  burgess 
of  Milford,  and  commissioner’s  clerk  for  Pike 
county,  is  a man  whose  character  and  achievements 
command  respect.  As  a citizen  he  has  always  been 
progressive  and  enterprising,  and  his  patriotism 
was  shown  by  gallant  service  in  the  Union  army 
during  the  Civil  war. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  a patriotic  family.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Swepeniser,  was  captain 
of  a company  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  served  on 
Gen.  Harney’s  staff,  the  sword  that  he  carried  being 
now  treasured  as  a relic  by  our  subject.  His  ma- 
ternal great-grandfather,  George  G'inther,  was  an  of- 
ficer in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  George  N. 
Swepeniser,  his  father,  was  with  Davy  Crockett 
during  the  war  in  Florida,  and  was  the  recipient  of 
a bowie  knife  from  Col.  Bowie,  this  being  now  in 
the  possession  of  our  subject.  All  of  Mr.  Swepen- 
iser’s  male  relatives  who  were  of  suitable  age  at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war  took  an  active  part  in  the  de- 
fense of  the  Union,  making  a remarkable  record  for 
bravery  and  efficiency.  Capt.  John  Swepeniser, 
mentioned  above,  was  the  youngest  son  of  Wilhelm 
Schweppenheiser  (the  German  way- of  spelling  the 
name),  an  officer  in  the  military  service  of  the  King- 
dom of  Saxony.  His  three  sons,  Nicholas,  Philip 
and  John,  came  to  America  about  1788-90,  and  lo- 
cated in  Philadelphia,  where  John  was  engaged  as 
a gun  manufacturer.  He  married  Catherine  Kehr, 
and  they  had  eight  children : William,  Henry, 

George  N.,  Joseph,  Frank,  Alfred,  Marion,  and 
Sarah  A.  (Mrs.  Ernest  Vogt). 

The  late  George  N.  Swepeniser,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  and  reared  in  Philadelphia,  and 
was  married  there  to  Miss  Fannie  Ginther.  In  1835 
he  removed  to  New  York  City,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  as  a contractor,  erecting  many  important 
buildings,  and  later  he  went  to  California  as  a mas- 
ter mechanic  in  the  employ  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, assisting  in  the  building  operations  at  the 
navy  yard  on  Mare  Island.  He  then  returned  to 
New  York  City,  but  having  received  a favorable 
impression  of  Pike  county  as  a place  of  residence, 
while  visiting  in  Greene  township  at  one  time,  he 
finally  decided  to  locate  there.  In  i860  he  pur- 
chased a farm  in  that  township,  where  he  spent  his 
remaining  years,  his  death  occurring  March  30, 
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1888,  when  he  was  aged  seventy-five.  He  was  al- 
ways active  in  public  affairs,  and  during  his  younger 
days  held  office  in  Philadelphia  as  assessor  and  com- 
missioner. While  in  New  York  he  was  a member 
of  the  "Big  Six”  Fire  Company.  In  religious  faith 
he  was  a Methodist,  and  politically  he  was  a Repub- 
lican from  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  party, 
having  previously  been  a Democrat.  His  estimable 
wife,  who  was  born  April  12,  1810,  still  resides  at 
the  old  farm,  and  is  well  preserved  physically  and 
mentally.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  two 
children.  Amanda  (deceased)  married  John  Noble, 
a builder  in  New  York  City,  who  resided  on  Staten 
Island. 

The  record  of  Mrs.  Fanny  (Ginther)  Swepen- 
iser's  ancestry,  which  is  traced  back  to  the  year 
1510,  shows  the  Ginther  family  to  have  been  of 
Saxon  origin,  and  during  the  time  between  that 
date  and  about  1770  its 'various  members  occupied 
prominent  positions  in  both  the  military  and  civil 
affairs  of  Saxony  and  Germany.  About  1770,  or 
probably  a few  years  earlier,  the  younger  members 
of  the  family  emigrated  to  America,  there  being 
three  Ginther  families  represented  in  the  venture. 
One  George  and  his  brothers  settled  in  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  where  Ginther ’s  Lutheran  Church  is  spoken  of 
to  this  day ; their  cousin  George  settled  in  Philadel- 
phia-; and  another  set  of  relatives  settled  in  Ohio. 
From  the  George  who  settled  in  Philadelphia  de- 
scended Mrs.  Swepeniser’s  family.  He  married,  in 
1777,  an  English  Quakeress  by  the  name  of  Mar- 
gery Pemberton,  who  lived  till  1845,  her  husband 
dying  in  1779.  Their  son  George  married  a Miss 
Mary  Fox,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mrs.  Fanny  Swep- 
eniser  was  their  daughter.  During  the  occupation 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  by  the  British  army, 
twenty-eight  British  soldiers  were  quartered  on  the 
family  of  our  subject's  great-grandfather. 

George  A.  Swepeniser  was  born  in  Philadel- 
phia July  27,  1845,  and  at  the  age  of  eight  years 
went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  remained  about 
seven  years.  When  fifteen  years  old  he  came  to 
Pike  county  with  his  parents,  and  in  February,  1863, 
he  enlisted  from  that  locality  in  Company  D,  12th 
Penn.  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Augustus  Weiss.  He 
saw  much  severe  fighting,  taking  part  in  the  famous 
engagement  at  Antietam,  the  second  battles  at  Win- 
chester and  Bull  Run,  and  the  battles  at  Snicker’s 
Ferry,  Harper's  Ferry,  Monocacy,  Kernstown,  Mar- 
tinsburg  and  Opequan.  In  June,  1864,  he  received 
a flesh  wound  in  the  right  leg,  and  the  same  missile 
struck  his  right  elbow,  but  he  remained  with  his 
company.  Later  he  was  wounded  in  the  hip  at 
Monocacy  by  a bayonet,  but  he  did  not  leave  his 
company.  At  Winchester,  during  Sheridan’s  his- 
toric ride,  he  was  struck  by  a bullet  which  missed  his 
heart  by  half  an  inch,  and,  passing  through  his  left 
lung,  lodged  under  his  shoulder  blade,  where  it 
still  rests.  He  also  had  the  misfortune  to  be  cap- 
tured, but  was  retaken  after  ten  days,  by  Gen.  Cus- 
ter's brigade.  He  was  then  sent  to  a field  hospital 


at  Sandy  Hook,  and  a week  later  went  to  a hospital 
at  Frederick  City,  Md.,  where  he  spent  two  weeks. 
After  two  weeks  in  a Baltimore  hospital  he  was 
transferred  to  McClellan  Hospital,  Philadelphia, 
where  he  remained  until  December,  1864.  He  re- 
joined his  regiment  at  Charlestown,  W.  Va.,  being 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant,  and  continued  to 
share  the  hardships  and  triumphs  of  his  old  company 
until  September,  1865,  when  he  was  discharged  at 
Philadelphia. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Swepeniser  assisted  his  fa- 
ther, who  was  engaged  in  the  building  trade  in 
Philadelphia,  and  then  he  went  to  Grand  Tower,  111., 
to  take  a position  as  bookkeeper  with  the  Grand 
Tower  Mining  & Manufacturing  Co.  A severe  at- 
tack of  chills  and  fever  compelled  him  to  return 
East,  and  until  1888  he  remained  in  charge  of  his 
father’s  farm  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county. 
From  1888  to  1892  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  lumber  in  Bradford  and  Sullivan  counties, 
this  State,  for  the  firm  of  H.  Frisby  & Co.,  and 
then,  after  one  year  at  the  old  homestead,  he  made 
his  home  in  Milford.  In  November,  1893,  he  was 
appointed  to  fill  an  unexpired  term  as  county  com- 
missioner’s clerk,  and  in  1897  was  reappointed  to 
that  position.  In  1897  he  was  also  elected 
chief  burgess  of  Milford,  and  while  residing  in 
Greene  township  he  was  frequently  chosen  to  local 
offices.  He  still  takes  a keen  interest  in  military 
matters,  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  G.  A.  R., 
having  served  three  years  as  commander  of  Post 
No.  575,  Wayne  county,  and  the  same  length  of 
time  as  commander  of  Post  No.  479>  Pike  county. 
For  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  is  also  connected  with  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity  as  a member  of  Blue  Lodge  No. 
344,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Milford.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  for  three  years  he  served  as  secre- 
tary of  the  county,  committee. 

On  January  1,  1867,  Mr.  Swepeniser  married 
Miss  Margaret  B.  Wolfe,  and  three  children  blessed 
the  union:  William,  who  conducts  the  old  home- 

stead, married  Miss  Alice  Correll ; Miss  Nellie  M. 
and  Miss  Frances  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Swepeniser 
was  born  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  and 
comes  of  excellent  German  ancestry.  David  and 
Christina  Wolfe,  her  paternal  grandparents,  were 
natives  of  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in  1818, 
locating  upon  a large  tract  of  bottom  land  in  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county,  now  known  as  the  Ger- 
man Flats.  A few  years  after  his  arrival  in  this 
country  David  Wolfe  was  killed  while  clearing  his 
land,  a tree  falling  upon  him,  causing  instant  death. 
He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children:  Fred- 
erick ; Wilhelmina ; Charles  L. ; Christina,  who  mar- 
ried George  Waltz,  Sr. ; David,  who  married  Eliza- 
beth Gilpin ; Louisa,  wife  of  Henry  Busey ; Cath- 
erine, wife  of  Adam  Heverling;  Christopher;  and 
Christine,  unmarried. 

Rev.  Charles  L.  Wolfe,  Mrs.  Swepeniser’s  fa- 
ther, who  was  for  many  years  an  honored  minis- 
ter in  the  M.  E.  Church,  was  born  at  Carlsruhe, 
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Germany,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in 
childhood.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  Rohr- 
backer,  who  was  born  October  23,  1805,  at  Wein- 
garten,  Baden,  and  was  a child  when  her  parents, 
Christopher  and  Julia  Rohrbacker,  came  to  Amer- 
ica. She  was  one  of  a family  of  six  children : 
Jacob,  who  married  Ernestina  Zeigler;  William, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Rohrbacker  (no  relation).; 
Catherine,  Mrs.  Swepeniser's  mother;  Julia,  wife  of 
Robert  Cross ; Francis,  who  married  Ellen  Clem- 
ens ; and  Margaret,  wife  of  Daniel  Ivellam.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  Rev.  Charles  L.  Wolfe  settled 
upon  a farm  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1873,  when  he  was  sixty-two 
years  of  age.  His  wife,  who  is  highly  esteemed 
for  her  excellent  qualities  of  character,  resides  at 
the  farm  in  Greene  township.  They  had  seven 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living:  George,  an  ex- 

tensive landowner  and  farmer,  at  Grand  Tower,  111., 
now  retired,  married  Elizabeth  Crowther  ; Miss  Julia 
resides  with  her  mother;  Charles  (deceased)  married 
Harriet  Correll,  and  settled  upon  a farm  at  Kipp- 
town,  Pike  county;  Louisa  married  Isaac  Kipp,  a 
blacksmith  in  Wayne  county;  Margaret  B.,  Mrs. 
Swepeniser,  was  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth ; Fran- 
cis, a farmer  in  Pike  county,  married  Sarah  Weiss; 
and  Addie,  born  August  23,  1852,  died  April  13, 
1888. 

SHEPPARD  CARPENTER,  a prominent 
farmer  and  dairyman  of  Uniondale,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  on  his  present  farm,  December 
25,  1838,  a son  of  Ezra  and  Happy  (Burdick)  Car- 
penter, the  former  a native  of  Harford,  Penn.,  the 
latter  of  Rhode  Island.  By  occupation  the  father 
was  a farmer,  carpenter,  builder  and  lumberman, 
and,  being  a man  of  prominence  in  his  community, 
he  was  often  called  upon  to  fill  township  offices. 
In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Repub- 
lican, and  in  religious  belief  both'  he  and  his  wife 
were  Presbvterians.  He  was  born  October  27. 
1801,  and  died  in  Uniondale  in  March,  1887 ; she  was 
born  March  18,  1805,  and  died  at  the  same  place 
in  1871,  their  remains  being  interred  in  Uniondale 
cemetery.  Of  their  children,  Elijah,  a resident  of 
Uniondale,  is  the  eldest ; Alva  died  at  that  place  in 
1894;  Nancy,  a resident  of  Uniondale,  first  married 
a Mr.  Dimock,  and  second  Andrew  Gregg,  but  is 
again  a widow ; Russell  is  a merchant  of  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn. ; Clarissa  A.,  deceased,  first  married 
Almond  Spoor,  and  second  a Mr.  Dix ; Julia  Anna 
is  the  wife  of  Dimock  Williams,  a carpenter  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Sheppard  is  next  in  the  order 
of  birth ; Zerah  was  killed  while  at  work  at  the  car- 
penter’s trade  in  Scranton,  Penn.;  Verilla,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  John  Bolton;  and  Warren  died  in 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Our  sub- 
ject’s paternal  grandparents  were  Ezra  and  Mary 
(Follett)  Carpenter,  and  his  maternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Kendall  and  Hannah  Burdick. 

Sheppard  Carpenter  grew  to  manhood  upon  his 
present  farm.  For  one  year  after  attaining  his  ma- 


jority he  was  employed  in  a gristmill,  and  then 
worked  with  his  brother  Elijah  at  the  carpenter’s 
trade  until  after  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  At 
Uniondale,  September  4,  1862,  he  joined  the  boys 
in  blue,  becoming  a private  of  Company  K,  17th 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  the  officers  of  the  company 
being  Richard  Fitzgerald,  captain ; Philip  Brong, 
first  lieutenant ; and  Charles  Johnson,  second  lieu- 
tenant. The  company  was  organized  in  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  in  October,  and  assigned  to  the 
“Iron  Brigade,”  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Mr.  Car- 
penter was  in  fifty-seven  engagements,  including 
the  battles  of  Aqua  Creek,  Chancellorsville,  Brandy 
Station,  Lfpperville,  Gettysburg,  Boonsboro,  Rac- 
coon, Stevensburg,  Mine  Run,  the  Kilpatrick  raid, 
the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsvlvania,  North 
Anna,  Cold  Harbor,  White  House  Lodge,  Jones 
Ridge,  Charles  City,  Stony  Creek,  Petersburg,  Sul- 
phur Springs,  Winchester,  Smithfield,  Kearney- 
ville,  White  Post,  Berrvsville,  Bunker  Hill, Winches- 
ter, Cedar  Creek,  Gordonsville,  and  the  Appomat- 
tox campaign.  For  two  weeks,  during  April,  1863, 
Mr.  Carpenter  was  ill  in  the  hospital  at  Aqua  Creek, 
Va.,  and  after  being  injured  by  falling  from  his 
horse,  near  Sulphur  Springs,  June  30,  1863,  he 
was  treated  for  the  same  at  Dismounted  Camp  for 
two  months.  In  September  he  was  detailed  at 
Catlett  Station,  Va.,  as  orderly  to  the  provost  mar- 
shal of  the  division  for  three  months,  and  was  also 
a teamster  in  the  ordnance  train  for  twenty  months. 
When  hostilities  ceased,  and  his  services  were  no 
longer  needed,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Cloud's  Mill,  Va.,  June  6,  1865,  and  returned  home. 

Mr.  Carpenter  spent  three  months  working  in 
the  oil  fields  of  this  State,  and  then  went  to  Scran- 
ton, where  he  was  married.  May  10,  1866,  to  Miss 
Ann  Wren,  by  whom  he  has  eight  children,  namely: 
Frank  A.,  who  married  Verna  Coleman,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  the  butcher  business  in  Forest  City;  Mag- 
gie, a dressmaker,  widow  of  James  Loftus,  residing 
with  her  parents;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Frank  Corey, 
a miller  of  Uniondale ; Charles,  who  married  Ann 
Dalton,  and  lives  in  Carbondale ; Effie,  wife  of 
James  Nealon,  a carpenter  of  Olyphant,  Penn. ; 
Kate,  wife  of  Walter  Rounds,  a railroad  brakeman, 
residing  in  Carbondale ; Agnes,  deceased ; and 
Libbie,  at  home.  Mrs.  Carpenter  was  born  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  January  1,  1842,  a daughter  of 
Miles  and  Margaret  (Murray)  Wren,  also  natives 
of  that  country,  where  the  mother  died  in  June, 
1844,  aged  forty-five  years.  The  father,  who  was  a 
stone  mason  by  trade,  came  to  the  United  States  m 
1863,  and  settled  in  Scranton,  where  he  departed 
this  life  in  1885,  aged  eighty  years.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church.  Their  children  wrere: 
Brvan,  who  died  in  Ireland;  Phala  and  Phala  (2), 
both  of  whom  died  young;  Mary,  who  married  a 
Mr.  McGroyer.  and  died  in  Ireland;  Bridget,  wid- 
ow of  David  Powell,  and  a resident  of  Scranton, 
Penn.:  Frank,  who  died  in  Scranton;  Michael,  who 
was  never  heard  from  after  coming  to  America ; 
Philip,  who  is  living  retired  in  Scranton  ; Lawrence, 
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a farmer  of  Minnesota;  Margaret,  wife  of  Patrick 
Roach,  of  Scranton  ; and  Ann,  wife  of  our  subject. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Carpenter  returned  to 
the  home  farm,  comprising  seventy  acres  of  good 
land,  which  he  has  since  successfully  operated,  at 
the  same  time  carrying  on  the  dairy  business.  So- 
cially he  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Union- 
dale,  and  religiously  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  that  place.  Prior  to  the  Civil  war 
he  affiliated  with  the  Abolition  party,  and  since 
then  he  has  been  a stanch  Republican.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  school  directors  in  the  borough, 
which  office  he  most  creditably  filled  for  ten  years, 
and  for  the  past  eleven  years  has  been  an  influential 
and  prominent  member  of  the  city  council. 

PATRICK  T.  DONOVAN,  an  able  repre- 
sentative of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Liberty 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a man  of  more 
than  ordinary  business  ability,  intelligent  and  well 
informed,  and  has  thoroughly  identified  himself 
with  the  progress  and  best  interests  of  the  people 
around  him. 

Mr.  Donovan  was  born  on  his  present  farm, 
in  March,  1842,  a son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  Dono- 
van, who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland.  On  their  emigration  to  America 
they  located  in  Northumberland  county,  Penn., 
where  the  father  worked  on  the  nor.th  branch  of 
the  canal  for  a number  of  years,  in  1841  coming  to 
Susquehanna  county  and  purchasing  100  acres  of 
wood  land  in  Liberty  township,  which  has  since 
been  converted  into  the  present  fine  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  our  subject.  For  a number 
of  years  the  family  lived  in  a log  house,  which  was 
later  replaced  by  a large  double  frame  dwelling. 
There  the  mother  died  in  1882,  and  the  father  in 
1888.  Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  gave  liberally  to  its  support,  and  had  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire  community  in 
which  they  lived.  Our  subject  is  the  only  son  in 
their  family  of  four  children,  his  sisters  being: 
(1)  Mary,  born  on  the  North  Branch  of  the  Sus^ 
quehanna  river,  married  Patrick  Corbett,  a farmer 
of  Liberty  township,  where  she  died  leaving  the 
following  children — James,  John,  William,  Thomas 
(who  died  when  a young  man),  Frederick,  Ella 
(deceased  wife  of  John  Quain,  of  Susquehanna), 
and  Julia.  (2)  Julia,  born  on  the  North  Branch, 
married  John  J.  Murphy,  a carpenter  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  died  on  her  father's  farm,  leav- 
ing one  daughter,  Sarah,  now  the  wife  of  Dennis 
Bowen,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (3)  Margaret, 
born  on  the  farm  in  Liberty  township,  married 
Daniel  Donovan,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  they 
now  reside  on  his  farm  in  Silver  Lake  township. 
Their  children  are  Daniel,  Mary,  Cornelius,  Lewis, 
Julia,  Lucy  and  Katie. 

At  his  present  home  Patrick  T.  Donovan  grew 
to  manhood,  acquiring  his  literary  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Liberty  township,  and  his  busi- 
ness training  upon  the  home  farm.  Early  in  life 


he  became  part  owner  of  the  place,  and  to  the  orig- 
inal tract  has  added  another  ioo  acres,  making  in 
all  a fine  farm  of  200  acres.  As  previously  stated, 
he  and  his  father  erected  a commodious  and  com- 
fortable two-story  residence  upon  the  place,  in  l875> 
and  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings  have  also 
been  built. 

In  1872  Mr.  Donovan  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ellen  Down,  of  Silver  Lake  township, 
a daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Mary  Down,  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  that  locality.  Mrs.  Donovan, 
who  was  a devoted  wife  and  loving  mother,  as  well 
as  a true  Christian  woman,  died  in  March,  1895, 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  left  eight  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : 
Mary,  August  26,  1873;  Patrick,  April  4,  1875; 
Julia,  February  11,  1877;  Jeremiah,  June  6,  1879; 
Joanna,  March  6,  1881;  Ellen,  October  27,  1883; 
Margaret,  May  25,  1886;  and  Loretta,  August  24, 
1889.  All  have  been  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Liberty  township  and  are  still  at  home, 
whi.e  the  eldest  daughter  has  charge  of  the  house- 
hold affairs. 

Politically  Mr.  Donovan  has  always  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  two  terms 
he  has  efficiently  served  as  school  director.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a member  of  the  Farmers  Alliance  of 
Franklin  Forks.  He  and  his  family  are  all  con- 
nected with  the  Catholic  Church  of  Silver  Lake. 
He  is  a man  of  sterling  worth,  who  bears  an  envia- 
ble reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity,  and  his 
standing  among  his  neighbors  is  that  of  a gentle- 
man and  a Christian. 

IRA  LEWIS  BLAKESLEE,  an  enterprising 
agriculturist  of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehan- 
na county,  has  but  recently  taken  charge  of  liis  farm 
near  Lakeside,  his  success  in  other  lines  of  business, 
and  his  excellent  standing  as  a citizen,  making  him 
a welcome  acquisition  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Blakeslee  was  born  October  6,  1848,  at 
Hart  Lake,  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  of  good 
New  England  stock,  in  the  paternal  line,  his  ances- 
tors having  settled  in  Connecticut  at  an  early  day. 
Mr.  Blakeslee’s  grandfather,  Lewis  Blakeslee, 
came  from  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  Susque- 
hanna county  in  June,  1819,  settling  in  New  Mil- 
ford township  and  clearing  a farm  in  the  wilder- 
ness. He  was  a clock  maker  by  trade,  but  much  of 
his  life  was  spent  in  agricultural  work,  though  he 
traveled  extensively  at  times.  His  death  occurred 
at  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  while  the  grandmother  died  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county,  at  the 
home  of  their  son  Orsemus. 

Orsemus  S.  Blakeslee,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  at  Hart  Lake  May  18,  1819,  and  followed 
farming  there  for  many  years.  In  1878  he  removed 
to  Kirkwood,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died 
in  May,  18S2.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  and  he 
and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  married  Clarissa  Curtis,  also  a native 
of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  who  died  at  Kirk- 
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wood  September  24,  1888,  and  the  remains  of  both 
were  interred  in  the  cemetery  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  The  Curtis  family  is 
well  known  in  that  township,  and  Ira  Curtis,  father 
of  Mrs.  Blakeslee,  came  hither  with  his  wife  Salinda 
in  pioneer  times.  He  was  killed  in  early  manhood 
by  a falling  tree.  Orsemus  and  Clarissa  Blakeslee 
had  three  children : Sarah  married  E.  A.  Wood,  a 
mechanic  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Ira  L.  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below ; and  Ida,  who  married 
Leroy  Couse,  died  in  1887,  leaving  three  children. 

Our  subject  resided  with  his  parents  during 
his  youth,  and  in  1878  went  to  Kirkwood,  N.  Y., 
where  they  afterward  joined  him.  From  1879  to 
1893  he  drove  an  express  wagon  between  New  Mil- 
ford and  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  lost  but  one  day 
in  that  time  when  able  to  work.  Later  he  operated 
an  acid  factory  in  Potter  county,  Penn.,  belonging 
to  the  South  Branch  Mfg.  Co.,  continuing  two 
years,  and  then  located  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
where  he  remained  until  taking  possession  of  his 
present  farm,  April  8,  1899.  It  is  an  attractive 
place  of  ninety-six  acres,  for  which  he  traded  prop- 
erty in  Kirkwood,  and  as  it  is  underlaid  with  ex- 
cellent stone,  similar  to  that  in  a valuable  quarry 
on  the  adjoining  farm,  it  is  likely  to  prove  a good 
investment.  Politically  Mr.  Blakeslee  is  a strong 
Republican,  and  he  takes  much  interest  in  the  ques- 
tions of  the  day.  He  belongs  to  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A., 
Lodge  No.  12,  at  Binghamton,  and  he  and  his  fam- 
ily are  held  in  high  esteem  among  their  acquaint- 
ances. In  February,  1886,  he  was  married,  at 
Kirkwood,  to  Miss  Ida  Rice,  a native  of  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  daughter  of 
D.  William  Rice,  of  New  Milford  township,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere.  They  have  one  son, 
Frank  C./who  is  now  at  home. 

WALLACE  NEWMAN,  commissioner  of  Pike 
county,  is  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  his 
section,  owning  two  fine  farms,  and  a fine  residence 
in  Broad  street,  Milford,  and  he  has  won  a high 
reputation  for  judicious  and  scientific  management. 
His  fellow  citizens,  appreciating  his  abilities,  have 
frequently  called  him  to  official  positions  of  import- 
ance, and  he  brings  to  his  public  duties  the  same 
energy,  foresight  and  acumen  which  have  won  him 
success  in  business  affairs. 

Mr.  Newman  was  born  September  18,  1844,  at 
Milford,  and  comes  of  good  old  pioneer  stock.  Isaac 
Newman,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  emi- 
grated to  America  from  England.  He  married  i\ra- 
bella  Webb,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  they  had 
three  sons,  Ira  B.,  Isaac  and  Thomas.  Isaac  New- 
man came  to  Milford  about  1765.  Ira  B.  Newman, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  to  Milford  in 
about  1793  from  Salem,  Conn.,  and  for  many  years 
followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  In  1808  he  built 
a house  in  Water  street  which  is  still  standing,  and 
carried  on  the  hotel  business  there  for  a number  of 
yrears.  He  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Bross),  a native  of 
New  Jersey,  lived  to  advanced  years,  and  the}'  had 


the  following  children : Laura,  Mrs.  William  Brink ; 
Nancy,  Mrs.  John  Heller;'  Solomon,  who  married 
Kate  J.  Brink;  Isaac,  who  died  in  childhood;  Thom- 
as, who  married  Louise  Dimmick;  James  W.  W., 
who  married  Prudah  Maria  Lutes;  Julia,  Mrs.  Will- 
iam Custard;  Catherine,  Mrs.  David  Howell;  Ira 
B.,  who  married  Sarah  J.  Adams;  and  Malinda  J., 
who  did  not  marry.  One  of  the  sons  taught  school. 

James  W.  W.  Newman,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  at  Milford,  November  25,  1808,  and  died 
in  Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  in  1880,  his  re- 
mains being  interred  at  Milford.  In  early  man- 
hood he  drove  the  stage  on  the  Milford  turnpike 
between  Milford  and  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  he  was  also  extensively  engaged  in  milling 
for  some  time,  renting  several  gristmills  in  Pike 
county.  In  later  life,  however,  he  followed  farming. 
He  was  active  and  influential  in  local  affairs,  hold- 
ing various  township  offices,  and  was  much  esteemed 
as  a citizen.  Lip  to  i860  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
subsequently  an  ardent  Republican.  His  wife,  Maria 
(Lutes),  died  July  27,  1888,  aged  sixty-seven  years, 
and  was  buried  in  Laurel  Hill  cemetery.  Theyr  had 
three  children : Isaac,  who  died  in  infancy ; and 

Wallace  and  Webb  (twins),  the  latter  dying  when 
five  months  old. 

Mrs.  Prudah  Maria.  (Lutes)  Newman  was  born 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Levi  Lutes, 
a native  of  Holland,  and  his  wife,  Clara  (Oakley), 
a native  of  Connecticut.  They  were  married  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  there  until 
1838,  when  they  removed  To  Pike  county  and  set- 
tled upon  a farm  in  Dingman  township.  They 
lived  to  a good  old  age,  the  father  being  seventy- 
four  and  the  mother  eighty-three  years  old  at  the 
time  of  death.  Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  Jona- 
than O.,  married  Betsey  Gorden  ; Smith  married  Jane 
Hough ; Samuel  married  Lucinda  Parker ; Rosen 
married  Harriet  Shauntz ; Prudah  Maria  was  fifth 
in  the  order  of  birth ; Clarissa  married  Abigner 
Goeble  ; Sarah  married  Jabez  Post ; Deborah  married 
John  Cortright ; Nancy  Jane  married  (first)  Adna 
T.  Aldrich,  and  (second)  Henry  Hall;  Libby  died 
in  childhood. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  three  years  of  his 
life  in  Milford,  and  was  then  taken  to  Dingman 
township,  where  he  remained  one  year.  For  the 
next  four  years  he  lived  at  Egypt  Mills,  Pike  coun- 
ty, the  family  then  returning  to  the  farm  in  Ding- 
man township,  where  our  subject  continued  to  re- 
side until  1897.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he 
bought  his  first  farm,  the  place  of  100  acres  on 
which  his  son  now  resides.  Agricultural  interests 
have  occupied  his  time  chiefly  and  he  has  been  high- 
ly successful,  having  purchased  another  tract  of  183 
acres,  the  farm  where  his  daughter  now  makes  her 
home.  However,  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
politics,  being  one  of  the  most  valued  advisers  and 
workers  in  the  local  Democratic  organization.  At 
different  times  he  has  served  as  school  director, 
township  auditor,  township  clerk,  and  township  as- 
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sessor,  and  in  January,  1893,  he  was  elected  county 
commissioner,  m 1697  he  was  again  chosen  to  that 
office,  and  as  his  duties  require  ms  frequent  pres- 
ence in  Milford  he  now  resides  there.  Me  has  ueen 
president  of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  four 
years.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  ne  and  Ins 
family  are  popular  in  the  best  social  circles  of  Mil- 
ford. in  his  youth  Mr.  JNewman  received  only 
such  advantages  as  the  common  schools  of  the  day 
afforded,  attending  three  months  a year,  and  he  may 
deservedly  be  called  a self-made  man  from  a busi- 
ness point  of  view,  for  he  had  only  a few  dollars 
in  his  pocket  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and  he  has 
attained  his  present  substantial  position  by  good 
management,  strict  honesty  and  prudent  economy 

O11  November  15,  1865,  Mr.  Newman  was  mar- 
ried, in  Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Doty,  and  three  children  have  blessed  the 
union:  Celesta  is  the  wife  of  William  J.  Shields,  a 
farmer  and  stonemason  in  Dingman  township,  and 
has  six  children,  John  W.,  Florence,  William,  Fred, 
Jennie  and  Agnes.  David  J.,  who  is  at  present  serv- 
ing as  township  assessor,  married  Jennie  A.  Vogel, 
and  resides  on  the  homestead  in  Dingman  township ; 
they  have  one  child,  Cecelia.  Miss  Nettie  M.  re- 
sides with  her  parents.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Newman  was 
born  September  2,  1846,  in  Dingman  township, 
a daughter  of  David  C.  Doty,  and  a granddaughter 
of  Abram  Doty.  Abram  Doty,  who  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  married  a Miss  Cole,  and  they  had 
six  children : Joseph,  Anna,  Lorena,  Samuel,  Dav- 
id C.,  and  Hiram.  David  C.  Doty,  Mrs.  Newman’s 
father,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  came  to  this 
section  in  1840,  locating  in  Dingman  township,  Pike 
county,  where  he  followed  farming.  In  January, 
1870,  he  removed  to  Waterloo  Mills,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  is  living  in  retirement  upon  a farm.  His  first 
wife,  Marjory  (Middaugh),  died  December  25, 
1864,  aged  fifty-six  years,  and  he  afterward  mar- 
ried Sarah  Cortright.  There  were  two  children  by 
the  first  union : Lorena,  who  was  the  wife  of  the  late 
John  Newman,  and  died  in  1885  ; and  Sarah  J.,  wife 
of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Marjory  (Middaugh)  Doty, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Newman,  was  the  daughter  of  Leon- 
ard Middaugh,  a farmer  in  New  Jersey,  and  his 
wife  Sarah  (Van  Auken).  This  worthy  couple 
had  four  children : Rachel,  Sarah,  Solomon,  and 
Marjory  (Mrs.  Doty). 

JAMES  C.  WELLS.  Among  the  leading  rep- 
resentative agriculturists  of  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  none  stands  higher  in  the  esteem 
of  their  fellow  citizens  than  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch.  In  connection  with 
general  farming  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  stock 
dealing,  and  is  now  acceptably  serving  as  assessor 
of  his  township. 

Mr.  Wells  was  born  upon  his  present  farm, 
October  11,  1842,  a son  of  Wright  and  Minerva  Ann 
( Baker)  Wells,  the  former  also  a native  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  the  latter  of  Augusta,  Oneida  Co., 


N.  \ . I he  father  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  old 
Vv  ells  homestead  in  Clifford  township,  where  his 
birth  occurred,  dying  there  January  0,  1891,  at  tne 
age  ot  seventy-urree  years,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  111  the  Likdale  cemetery.  He  was  an  active 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  111 
which  he  served  as  clerk,  and  he  held  several  town- 
ship offices.  I he  mother,  who  was  born  September 
i,  1019,  is  stih  living  on  the  home  farm  with  our 
subject,  .the  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple 
were : Alpheus,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; 
Janies  C.,  our  subject;  Fallay,  deceased  wife  of 
John  E.  Y\  irth ; Anna  L.,  wife  of  O.  1 . Hull,  a farm- 
er of  Uundaft,  Penn. ; and  Elliott  E.,  a merchant  of 
that  place. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  James 
and  Polly  (Oakley)  Weils,  and  ins  great-grandfa- 
ther was  Janies  Wells,  Sr.  Mrs.  Minerva  i\.  Wells, 
mother  of  our  subject,  is  a daughter  of  Rev.  El- 
nathan  and  bally  (Finn)  Baker,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  the  latter  of  Kingston,  Penn. 
The  lather  was  a Baptist  minister,  and  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  At  one  time  he  made 
Ins  home  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  from  here 
removed  to  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  died 
in  1862,  aged  seventy-six  years,  his  wife  in  1862, 
aged  seventy-seven,  their  remains  being  interred  111 
Benton  Center.  Their  children  were:  Alpheus  B., 
Elliott  B.  and  William  H.,  all  deceased;  Minerva  A., 
mother  of  our  subject;  Cordelia  E.,  deceased  wife 
of  Abel  Arnold ; Fally  L.,  deceased,  who  first  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Stiles,  and  second  Walter  Bangs;  and 
Clarissa,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  Mrs. 
Wells’  paternal  grandparents  were  Elnathan  and 
Luana  (Butler)  Baker,  natives  of  England,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a soldier  in  the  Colonial  army 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Her  maternal  grand- 
parents, Solomon  and  Irene  (Scoval)  Finn,  were 
natives  of  Connecticut,  and  came  to  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  at  an  early  day.  Solomon  Finn  was  also 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  father, 
Rev.  James  Finn,  preached  the  first  sermon  in  the 
Wyoming  Valley. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  made  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  though 
at  the  age  of  twenty  he  commenced  working  for 
others.  At  twenty-two  he  conducted  a saloon  in 
Dundaff  for  seven  months,  but  not  being  pleased 
with  the  business  he  returned  to  Clifford  and  pur- 
chased a farm,  which  he  operated  until  his  removal 
to  Scranton,  in  1873.  After  three  years  spent  in 
the  butcher  business  at  that  place  he  returned  to  the 
old  homestead,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  lias 
since  devoted  his  energies  with  good  results.  This 
place  comprises  sixty  acres,  and  he  still  owns  his 
original  farm  of  1 1 3 acres. 

On  November  23,  1868,  in  Clifford  township, 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  on  an  adjoining  farm,  VI r. 
Wells  married  Miss  Margaret  J.  Arnold,  who  was 
born  there  September  18,  1847,  and  died  November 
3,  1893,  being  laid  to  rest  in  Elkdale  cemetery.  Her 
father,  Samuel  Arnold,  is  represented  elsewhere. 
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By  this  union  our  subject  had  four  children:  Sam- 
uel A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Lorenzo 
J.,  who  married  Ella  J.  Kennedy,  of  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Clifford 
township;  Fred  W.,  who  married  Rose  Messen- 
ger, and  is  an  agent  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  M. 
Rupert,  at  home. 

Mr.  Wells  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  takes  an  active  and  influential  part  in 
local  affairs.  He  has  served  as  school  director 
three  years ; township  auditor  for  the  past  twenty 
years ; and  assessor  and  register  for  eight  years, 
and  his  official  duties  have  always  been  most  sat- 
isfactorily performed.  He  is  a past  master  of  the 
blue  lodge  of  the  Masonic  Order  at  Forest  City, 
and  also  belongs  to  the  United  Order  of  American 
Mechanics  and  the  Farmers  Alliance. 

ALFRED  OGDEN,  a well-known  general 
farmer  and  stone  mason  of  Herrick  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  a native  of  that  county,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Ararat  township,  April  13, 
1842.  His  parents,  Lemuel  and  Lucinda  (Tyler) 
Ogden,  were  both  natives  of  New  York  State,  and 
when  young  came  with  their  respective  parents  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried. The  father  went  West  in  1853.'  and,  was 
never  heard  from  again.  The  mother  died  March 
19,  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy- four  years.  Their 
children  were : Cornelia,  now  the  widow  of  Lo- 

renzo Dow,  and  a resident  of  Starrucca,  Penn. ; 
William,  a farmer  of  Preston  township,  Wayne 
county;  Adelia,  who  first  married  James  Cook,  and 
second  Benjamin  Plew,  and  died  in  1874;  Daniel, 
born  July  5,  1837,  in  Ararat,  a farmer,  who  was 
killed  in  the  woods ; Phoebe,  widow  of  Hazzard 
Card,  and  a resident  of  Susquehanna ; Lemuel  and 
Martha,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  died  young, 
the  latter  now  the  widow  o'f  Joshua  Mackey,  a 
farmer  of  Kansas;  Alfred,  our  subject;  and  Salina, 
who  married  Eslie  Dopp,  both  now  deceased.  Our 
subject's  paternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Ogden,  was 
a native  of  New  York  State,  and  an  early  settler  of 
Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  followed  farming  until  his  death,  in  1844.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  also  a farmer  of  Ararat 
township. 

During  early  life  our  subject  assisted  in  the 
operation  of  the  home  farm,  and  also  worked  for 
neighboring  farmers,  but  he  continued  to  live  with 
his  mother  until  he  was  married,  April  9,  1868,  in 
Herrick  township,  to  Miss  Frances  Boothroyd.  To 
them  were  born  the  following  children : George 

E.,  who  married  May  Loomis,  and  follows  farming- 
in  New  York  State:  Emma  E.,  deceased  wife  of 
L.  B.  Lewis,  a carpenter  of  Richmond  Dale,  Lacka- 
wanna county;  Mvrta  E.,  wife  of  Lee  Reynolds,  a 
farmer  of  New  York;  Linna  A.,  a resident  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; John  C.,  deceased  ; and  Wal- 
ter S.,  Lora  and  Lydia,  all  at  home. 

Mrs.  Ogden  was  born  in  Thompson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  October  27,  1851,  a daughter 


of  Benjamin  and  Lydia  (Beaumont)  Boothroya, 
natives  of  Yorkshire,  England,  where  they  were  S 
married  in  1841.  The  following  year  they  emi- 
grated to  America  and  took  up  their  residence  near 
Montrose,  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  a year  later  removing  to  Thompson,  and 
finally  settling  in  Uniondale,  where  the  father  died 
in  September,  1898,  his  remains  being  interred  in 
the  Ararat  cemetery.  He  was  born  in  April,  1821, 
was  a carpenter  and  millwright  by  trade,  a Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  a Presbyterian  in  religious  be- 
lief. The  mother  was  born  January  1,  1821,  and 
is  still  a resident  of  Uniondale.  They  had  five 
children : Mary  A.,  now  the  wife  of  George  H. 

Burman,  a farmer  of  Ararat  township ; Martha, 
wife  of  Jerome  Curtis,  a farmer  of  Uniondale; 
John,  deceased ; Alfred,  who  was  killed  in  the 
woods  while  teaming;  and  Frances,  wife  of  our 
subject.  Mrs.  Ogden’s  grandparents,  John  and 
Susanna  (Swift)  Boothroyd,  and  Thomas  and 
Martha  (Dryson)  Beaumont,  spent  their  -entire 
lives  in  England. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Ogden  purchased  a 
farm  in  Herrick  township,  on  which  he  lived  for 
eight  years,  and  then  removed  to  his  present  farm, 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he 
has  since  given  his  tffne  and  attention  with  most 
gratifying  results.  He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  has  most  creditably  and 
satisfactorily  filled  the  office  of  supervisor  for  the 
past  four  years. 

OSCAR  CHARLES  DOWNER,  a successful 
and  representative  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Jessup 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  has  not  only  pros- 
pered in  his  chosen  calling,  but  his  life  has  ever 
been  such  as  to  gain  for  him  the  confidence  and 
high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

He  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  same  coun- 
tv, September  21.  1856,  a son  of  Richard  B.  and 
Betsy  E.  (Fullerton)  Downer,  natives  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  and  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  re- 
spectively. The  mother  died  in  Jessup  township, 
in  January,  1878,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Fairdale  cemetery;  the  father, 
who  was  born  in  September,  1821,  is  still  living, 
and  now  makes  his  home  with  his  children  in  Jes- 
sup township.  During  his  active  business  life  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  has  now- 
laid  aside  all  business  cares.  In  political  sentiment 
he  is  a Democrat.  A more  extended  mention  of 
his  life  is  given  elsewhere.  Of  his  children,  Will- 
iam is  deceased ; Susie  is  the  wife  of  Peter  D.  Roe, 
a farmer  of  Jessup  township;  Hettie  is  deceased; 
Oscar  C.  is  our  subject  ; and  Hosea  B.  is  a farmer 
of  Jessup  township.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  Ezekiel  Downer,  a native  of  Con- 
necticut. 

Until  twenty-four  years  of  age  Oscar  C.  Down- 
er remained  with  his  parents,  aiding  in  the  work  of 
the  farm,  and  attending  the  local  schools.  He  then 
purchased  a store  in  Fairdale,  and  engaged  in 
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iherchandising  for  five  years,  after  which  he  spent 
one  year  in  Montrose.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  bought  what  is  known  as  the  old  Chatfield  farm, 
comprising  130  acres,  on  which  he  has  since  made 
his  home,  his  time  and  attention  being'  devoted  to 
agriculture.  Besides  this  property  he  owns  an- 
other /arm,  the  two  aggregating  200  acres,  which 
he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
improved  wth  good  and  substantial  buildings.  He 
is  a thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  and  in  his  under- 
takings has  met  with  a fair  degree  of  success. 
While  a resident  of  Fairdale  he  acceptably  served 
as  postmaster  for  four  years.  Politically  he  follows 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  always  voting  the 
Democratic  ticket. 

At  Fairdale,  Mr.  Downer  was  married,  Janu- 
ary 26,  1881,  to  Miss  Nellie  E.  Parks,  and  they 
have  an  interesting  family  of  five  children,  namely : 
Bessie,  Guy,  Page,  Arthur  and  Fay.  Mrs.  Downer 
was  born  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  May  4,  1864, 
a daughter  of  Hollis  S.  and  Lucy  D.  (Pickering) 
Parks,  who  are  also  represented  elsewhere.  Thev 
make  their  home  in  Fairdale,  where  the  father  is 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairy- 
ing, and  are  numbered  among  its  highly-respected 
and  honored  citizens.  They  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely:  Mary  E.,  deceased  wife  of  Scott 
Drake;  Nellie  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Ned  L.,  who 
married  Jane  Warner,  and  is  engaged  in  farming- 
in  Jessup  township;  Mabel  C.,  wife  of  Jesse  E. 
Whitting,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. ; and  Daisy  N. 

FREDERICK  J.  HARDY,  one  of  the  leading 
and  popular  young  business  men  of  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Orwell,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  May  18,  1867. 

William  H.  Hardy,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
horn  in  Friendsville,  Susquehanna  county,  January 
3,  1832,  a son  of  George  W.  and  Eunice  (West) 
Hardy.  Our  subject’s  paternal  great-grandparents, 
William  and  Mary  (Wright)  Hardv,  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  England,  where  the  former  died  in 
1847.  He  participated  in  the  American  Revolu- 
tion as  a soldier  in  the  British  army.  George  W. 
Hardy,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  March 
5,  1805,  in  Hull,  England,  and  came  to  America  in 
1819,  first  locating  in  Friendsville.  Later  he  lived 
in  Orwell  township,  Bradford  county,  but  spent  his 
last  days  in  Prattville,  where  he  died  December  24, 
1878.  He  was  a blacksmith,  having  learned  his 
trade  in  Montrose  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  He 
married  Eunice  West,  who  was  born  May  24,  1806, 
in  Connecticut,  a daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Mary 
(North)  West,  also  natives  of  Connecticut,  who 
in  1800  removed  to  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where 
the  latter  died  in  1827;  the  former  died  in  Illinois 
in  1845.  Mrs.  Eunice  (West)  Hardy  died  in  Or- 
well township,  Bradford  county,  the  remains  of 
both  her  and  her  husband  being  interred  in  South 
Hill  cemetery,  that  county.  Their  children  were 
Ann  M.,  wife  of  John  T.  Gardner,  of  Bradford 
county;  William  H.,  father  of  our  subject;  George 


\\  .,  a wood  turner  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Mary, 
deceased  wife  of  Charles  L.  Arnold;  Thomas,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Elwina,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eight  years;  and  N.  Lorin,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years. 

When  fourteen  years  of  age  William  H.  Hardy 
left  home  and  commenced  life  for  himself  as  a 
farm  hand.  After  serving  a seven-years’  appren- 
ticeship at  the  mason's  trade,  he  worked  at  the  same 
tor  two  years,  and  then  married  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Orwell  township,  Bradford  county,  which 
he  purchased  in  1848  and  owned  for  thirty  years. 
He  then  bought  his  present  farm  of  fifty-three  acres, 
in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  paying  for 
the  same  $2,400.  During  the  Civil  war,  in"  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  he  was  drafted  and  at  Troy,  Penn.,  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  I,  45th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Charles  D. 
Hart.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Weldon 
Railroad,  Fort  Steadman  and  Petersburg,  and  at 
the  last  named  was  wounded  in  the  right  hip  bv  a 
bursting  shell  and  captured,  being  held  by  the 
Rebels  until  their  surrender.  x\fter  the  grand  re- 
view at  Washington,  D.  C.,  he  was  taken  ill  with 
typhoid  fever,  and  was  sent  to  the  field  hospital  near 
Alexandria,  A 'a.,  where  he  was  finally  discharged 
June  29,  1865.  For  two  years  after  his  return 
home  he  was  an  invalid.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  re- 
ligious connection  he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  stew- 
ard for  two  years  and  as  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school for  one  year.  In  Bradford  county  he 
was  a school  director  for  about  six  years.  He  was 
a supporter  of  the  Republican  party  until  1884,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  an  ardent  Prohibitionist. 

On  March  14,  1855,  in  Dimock  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  William  H.  Hardy  married  Char- 
lotte J.  Moore,  who  was  born  in  East  Rush,  Janu- 
ary 13,  1838.  Her  parents,  James  and  Phoebe 
(Light)  Moore,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  removed 
to  Susquehanna  county,  P.enn.,  locating  on  the  farm 
where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardy  now  reside.  Here  Mr. 
Moore  purchased  106  acres  for  $3.50  per  acre.  He 
and  his  wife  were  faithful  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  class- 
leader  and  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  many 
vears.  He  was  born  March  iS,  1807,  and  died 
June  2,  1888;  his  wife,  born  April  9,  1814,  died 
I anuary  12,  1889,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  East 
Rush  cemetery.  Their  children  were  Malinda,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Elisha  Osborne ; Mary,  wife  of  G. 
Stanton,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; William,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  one  year ; Charlotte  J.,  mother  of  our 
subject;  Sallv  A.,  wife  of  David  Yanoven,  a farmer 
of  Rush  township : Lois,  wife  of  Peter  Valentine, 
a carpenter  and  builder  of  Arizona  ; Andrew  J.,  who 
had  both  legs  shot  oft'  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in 
1863;  and  Phoebe  M..  wife  of  William  J.  Mulkey, 
a farmer  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
I county.  Airs.  Hardy's  paternal  grandparents,  John 
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and  Jane  Moore,  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  on 
coming  to  America  located  in  Delaware  county,  N. 
Y.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
engaged  in  farming.  Her  maternal  grandparents, 
Clois  and  Malinda  (Simmons)  Light,  were  life- 
long residents  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and  were 
also  agriculturists. 

The  children  of  William  H.  Hardy  and  wife 
were  as  follows:  Phoebe,  born  February  12,  1859,  is 
the  wife  of  Andrew  Canfield,  a printer  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y. ; Carrie  J.,  born  February  2,  1861,  died 
March  15,  1861;  Charlotte,  born  April  12,  1862, 
died  July  12,  1863;  Manford  G.,  born  March  29, 
1865,  married  Ella  Talcott,  and  is  a cigar  packer  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Frederick  J.,  our  subject,  is 
next  in  the  order  of  birth ; Clara  B.,  born  March 
13,  1871,  was  a graduate  of  the  Montrose  high 
school,  and  of  the  Baptist  Mission  school  of  Chicago, 
and  was  engaged  in  missionary  work  in  Mexico 
at  the  time  of  her  death,  January  9,  1897;  Lela  M., 
born  March  17,  1873,  died  October  14,  1879; 
George  C.  L.,  born  September  6,  1875,  L with  his 
father;  Erstine  W.,  born  October  23,  1878,  is  a 
stenographer  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ; and  Luther  C., 
born  March  2,  1882,  is  with  his  parents. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  Frederick  J.  Hardy  rented  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather’s  farm  at  East  Rush  for  one 
year,  and  then  he  and  his  brother-in-law,  Ezekiel 
Main,  purchased  a large  farm  in  Jessup  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  After  operating  it  together 
for  one  year  our  subject  purchased  his  partner’s  in- 
terest, carrying  it  on  alone  for  eleven  years,  when 
he  rented  the  place,  which  he  still  owns,  and  com- 
menced working  at  the  stone  mason’s  trade  and 
traveling  for  the  American  Woolen  Manufacturing 
Co.,  with  which  he  is  still  connected,  selling  tailor- 
made  clothes  manufactured  by  the  firm.  He  spends 
the  winter  months  gumming  and  filing  saws.  When 
he  left  his  farm  in  Jessup  township  he  removed 
to  East  Rush,  and  on  December  1,  1898,  he  located 
in  the  town  of  Rush.  He  is  an  enterprising,  wide- 
awake and  progressive  business  man,  of  known  re- 
liability, and  is  meeting  with  well-deserved  success 
in  his  undertakings.  ITis  political  support  is  given 
to  the  Prohibition  party,  and  in  religious  faith  he 
is  a Methodist ; he  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
East  Rush  Sunday-school  for  two  years. 

In  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  November  29,  1885, 
Mr.  Hardy  married  Miss  Rebecca  C.  Main,  and  to 
them  has  come  one  child,  Cecil  M.,  born  January 
21,  1892.  Mrs.  Hardy  was  born  in  Jessup  town- 
ship, February  20,  1867,  and  is  a daughter  of  Eze- 
kiel and  Mariette  (Owens)  Main,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Bradford  county, 
Penn.  The  father  was  one  of  five  brothers,  who 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  day  and 
located  in  Jessup  township.  He  died  in  1871,  aged 
seventy-four  years,  his  wife  in  1869,  aged  thirty- 
six.  To  them  were  born  two  children:  Ezekiel,  a 
farmer  of  Jessup  township,  who  married  Eudora 


Bunnell;  and  Rebecca  C.,  wife  of  our  subject.  The 
father  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Cath- 
erine Shelp,  but  he  had  no  children  by  that  union. 

ALFRED  STOLL  DINGMAN.  The  Ding- 
man  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this  section,  and 
is  of  Dutch  origin,  the  first  of  the  name  in  America- 
coming  from  Holland  in  1660  or  1665,  and  'settling 
at  Ivinderhook,  New  York. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a leading  merchant 
of  Milford,  Pike  county,  is  a direct  descendant  of 
Andrew  Dingman,  the  pioneer  settler  of  Delaware 
township,  who  was  born  in  Ivinderhook,  N.  Y.,  in 
1711,  came  hither  in  1735,  and  in  the  wilderness 
chose  a place  for  his  home  which  he  called  “Ding- 
man’s  Choice,”  located  in  what  is  now  Pike  coun- 
ty, Penn.  He  cut  the  first  bush,  built  the  first  log 
cabin,  and  put  the  first  ferry-boat  on  the  Delaware 
at  Dingman’s  Ferry.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five,  and  was  buried  at  Wallpack,  N.  J.,  as  there  was 
no  cemetery  nearer.  It  is  supposed  that  he  built 
the  ferry  chiefly  to  afford  a means  of  escape  in  case 
of  an  attack  by  Indians,  as  the  Jersey  side  of  the 
river  was  settled  somewhat  thickly.  The  ferry  re- 
mained in  the  possession  of  the  family  until  1894, 
the  last  of  the  connection  to  operate  it  being  John 
W.  Ivilsby,  who  married  Mary  Dingman,  a sister  of 
our  subject.  Andrew  Dingman  had  two  sons,  An- 
drew and  Isaac.  Isaac  was  shot  by  the  Indians  in 
1779,  near  where  the  “High  Falls  Hotel”  stands, 
fell  from  his  horse,  and  died  while  they  were  cross- 
ing the  river  with  him  to  a fort  on  the  Jersey  side. 
He  was  unmarried. 

(II)  Capt.  Andrew  Dingman,  born  at  “Ding- 
man’s  Choice,”  September  19,  1753,  son  of  the  pio- 
neer, removed  to  New  Jersey  in  1773,  and  remained 
on  a farm  there  for  three  years,  on  April  1,  1777,. 
returning  to  Dingman’s  Ferry,  where  he  died  in 
1839,  a good  old  age.  He  was  captain  of  a com- 
pany during  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  married. 
Jane  Westbrook,  daughter  of  Daniel  AYestbrook, 
and  a native  of  Wallpack,  N.  J.,  and  they  had  two 
children:  Daniel  AY.,  our  subject’s  grandfather;  and 
Cornelia,  wife  of  John  Van  Etten,  of  Conashaugh. 
The  mother  died  in  1838. 

(III)  Hon.  Daniel  W.  Dingman,  born  July 
28,  1774,  died  April  12,  1862.  He  was  nearly  three 
years  old  when  he  came  to  Pike  county.  Inherit- 
ing his  father’s  estate  at  the  Ferry,  he  for  many 
years  carried  on  lumbering  and  mercantile  business 
there.  He  was  a Democrat,  of  the  Jacksonian  type, 
and  as  he  had  the  qualities  of  leadership  he  held  a j 
prominent  place  in  the  political  activities  of  his  time. 

In  1801  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Wayne  county,  be- 
ing the  second  to  hold  that  office,  and  from  1808  to 
1814  he  served  in  the  State  Legislature.  During  that 
period  Pike  county  was  separated  from  Wayne,  and 
he  named  the  new  division  in  honor  of  Gen.  Pike,  a j, 
hero  of  the  war  of  1812,  while  the  name  of  Dingman  ; 
township  was  naturally  bestowed  in  recognition  of 
the  part  played  by  himself  and  his  family  in  its  set-  j 
tlement  and  development.  For  twenty-six  consec- 
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utive  years  he  served  as  associate  judge  of  Pike 
county,  and  he  was  one  of  the  electors  of  President 
Monroe,  fie  also  took  much  interest  in  military  mat- 
ters, and  at  one  time  was  lieutenant-colonel  of  a 
militia  regiment,  fiis  wife,  Mary  (Westbrook), 
was  born  in  October,  1774,  a daughter  of  Martin 
Westbrook,  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  They  had 
the  following  children : Cornelia,  wife  of  Garret 
Brodhead,  of  Dingman’s  Ferry ; Margaret,  wife  of 
Abrams  Coolbaugli,  of  Shawnee,  Monroe  county ; 
Martin  W.,  who  married  Berlinda  Hornbeck ; An- 
drew; Jane,  Mrs.  Franklin  Brodhead;  and  Daniel 
W.,  Jr.,  the  first  Whig  prothonotary  of  Pike  county, 
who  married  Elizabeth  B.  Fecart.  Mrs.  Dingman 
died  in  1852. 

(IV)  Andrew  Dingman,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  at  the  homestead  December  25,  1804,  and 
followed  farming  and  lumbering  throughout  his 
active  life,  being  also  in  charge  ot  the  old  ferry  for 
many  years.  On  retiring  from  business  he  removed 
to  the  Fairchild  farm,  in  Delaware  township,  a mile 
west  of  the  ferry,  and  his  death  occurred  there 
March  22,  1889.  He  maintained  good  health  to  an 
advanced  age,  and  his  temperate  habits  and  quiet 
disposition,  together  with  his  unswerving  integrity, 
won  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew 
him.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  a Whig,  later  be- 
coming a Republican,  and  at  times  he  held  town- 
ship offices.  His  remains  rest  in  Delaware  cemetery, 
at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  where  his  wife  and  parents  and 
grandparents  were  also  buried.  He  was  married,  Jan- 
uary 31,  1825,  at  Montague,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  to 
Caroline  Eliza  Sayre,  born  October  6,  1804,  daughter 
of  Jedediah  Sayre,  a wealthy  real-estate  owner  of 
Deckertown,  N.  J.,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  ( Ralph- 
snvder),  of  the  same  place.  To  Andrew  and  Caroline 
E.  Dingman  the  following  children  were  born  : Mary, 
widow  of  J.  W.  Kilsby,  mentioned  above;  Susan, 
widow  of  John  McGeenis,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Evi 
Sayre,  a retired  mechanic,  of  Scranton,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Myers;  Jane,  deceased,  who  married  John 
J.  Case,  a dentist  at  Newton,  N.  J. ; Margaret  A., 
wife  of  John  Lattimore,  a retired  blacksmith  at 
Dingman's  Ferry  ; Daniel  W.,  a miller  at  Shawnee, 
Monroe  county,  w ho  married  Priscilla  Puterbaugh ; 
Alfred  S.,  our  subject:  William  H.,  a blacksmith 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  who  married  Gertrude  Steele ; 
Abram  C..  deceased,  formerly  a physician  at  ITaw- 
lev,  Wavne  county,  who  married  Josephine  Dow  ; 
and  Isaac,  a farmer  in  Delaware  township.  Pike 
countv,  who  married  Charlotte  Conklin.  Four  of  the 
sons,  Evi  S.,  Daniel  \\  .,  William  H.,  and  Alfred  S., 
served  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war. 
The  mother  died  May  6,  1885. 

(V)  Alfred  Stoll  Dingman  was  born  August 
12,  1837,  at  the  homestead  at  Dingman  s Ferry, 
where  he  remained  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, assisting  his  father  with  the  work  of  the  farm 
and  ferrv.  He  then  took  a position  as  clerk  in  a 
general  store  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  owned  by  1 hom- 
as  Cortright,  and  in  1859  he  accepted  a similar  po- 
sition with  C.  McCartv,  of  the  same  place.  On  Oc- 
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tober  16,  1862,  he  became  a member,  at  Philadelphia, 
of  Company  B,  179th  P.  V.  1.,  becoming  first  lieu- 
tenant under  Capt.  John  B.  Frazier.  He  went  first 
to  Newport  News,  and  later  to  Yorktown,  where  he 
remained  until  June,  1863,  doing  guard  duty  at  the 
Fort,  and  he  then  marched  up  the  Peninsula  ’ to 
Whitehouse  Landing,  Va.,  participating  in  an  en- 
gagement near  that  place  in  June,  1863.  On  July 
27,  1863,  he  was  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  on  ac- 
count of  expiration  of  term  of  service,  and  after  his 
return  home  he  assisted  his  father  for  some  time. 
In  the  spring  of  1864  he  entered  info  mercantile 
business  at  Dingman’s  Ferry  with  Evert  Hornbeck, 
and  one  year  later  bought  his  partner's  interest,  con- 
tinuing alone  until  1869,  when  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Henry  P.  Beardsley.  After  two  years 
Mr.  Beardsley  died,  and  for  one  year  Jacob  B. 
W estbrook  was  in  partnership  with  our  subject, 
who  then  sold  out  to  Mr.  Westbrook  and  retired. 
In.  1880  Mr.  Dingman  removed  to  Milford,  being 
employed  as  a clerk  for  John  F.  Pinchot,  a mer- 
chant, until  1889,  when  he  became  a traveling  sales- 
man for  Thomas  E.  Grecian,  a shoe  dealer  in  New 
York  City. 

Mr.  Dingman  has  always  taken  keen  interest  in 
politics,  being  an  ardent  Republican,  and  in  1890  he 
was  elected  commissioner  of  Pike  county  for  the 
term  of  three  years.  In  1893  he  was  again  chosen 
to  the  office,  and  on  retiring  he  engaged,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1896,  in  his  present  business.  He  is  an  able 
official,  and  previous  to  his  election  as  commissioner 
he  had  served  three  years  (1884-1887)  as  county 
auditor,  and  three  years  as  school  director  in  Dela- 
ware township.  Socially  he  and  his  family  are  prom- 
inent, and  he  is  identified  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  the  Rebekahs,  and  the  F.  & A.  M.  (Blue 
Lodge  No.  344),  at  Milford. 

On  May  18,  1889,  Mr.  Dingman  was  married, 
at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Kate  Van  Auken,  and 
one  son,  Walter  V.,  born  March  14,  1890,  brightens 
their  home.  Mrs.  Dingman  was  born  April  13, 
1857,  at  Dingman's  Ferry,  a daughter  ot  the  late 
John  B.  Van  Auken,,  and  is  a member  of  an  old  and 
highly-esteemed  family  of  Wallpack,  N.  J.,  where 
her  paternal  great-grandfather,  Bodawine  Van  A 11- 
ken  (who  married  a Miss  Westbrook),  was  a 
prominent  citizen  in  the  early  days.  Abraham  Van 
Auken,  Mrs.  Dingman’s  grandfather,  was  born  at 
Wallpack,  came  to  Pike  county  in  early  manhood, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  Bv  his  first  wife,  Kate 
(Bevan),  he  had  five  children:  Jacob:  Mary,  wife 
of  Caleb  Slate ; Emeline,  wife  of  Joshua  Depew ; 
John  B.,  Mrs.  Dingman’s  father:  and  Sarah,  who 
married  George  Mollineaux.  By  his  second  mar- 
riage, to  Eleanor  Steele,  he  had  two  children : Ly- 
dia, wife  of  Nathan  Emery,  Jr.;  and  Henry  B. 

The  late  John  B.  Van  Auken  was  born  at  Wall- 
pack  in  1825,  and  came  to  Pike  county  about  1830. 
lie  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  owning  a large 
tract  of  land,  and  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  for 
his  excellent  qualities  of  character.  He  died  July 
9,  1897,  aged  seventy-two,  and  his  wife,  Sallie  A. 
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(Gardner),  to  whom  he  was  married  March  4, 
1848,  died  April  10,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 
She  was  a native  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Linderberry) 
Gardner,  and  came  in  childhood  to  Pike  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Van  Auken  had  a large  family  of  children, 
as  follows:  Hezekiah  N.  (deceased),  who  married 
Emma  \ an  Horn,  and  had  three  daughters,  May, 
Maud  and  Laura:  Mary  L.,  wife  of  J.  P.  Noack,  a 
farmer  in  Monroe  county;  John  G.  and  Guelma,  who 
died  in  childhood ; Kate,  Mrs.  Dingman ; Capitola, 
deceased;  George  B.,  a merchant  at  Dingman’s  Fer- 
ry, who  married  Emily  Whitaker,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Marilla ; and  Jacob,  deceased. 

H.  E.  BIRTCH.  The  life  of  this  gentleman  is 
a striking  example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  by 
perseverance  and  industry.  When  a mere  boy  he 
began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  empty-handed, 
and  the  success  that  he  has  achieved  is  due  entirely 
to  his  own  well-directed  efforts  and  good  manage- 
ment. He  makes  his  home  in  Dimock  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  closely  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  that  community. 

George  Birtch,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a na- 
tive of  Cortland  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  married  Miss  Sarah  Castle.  Shortly 
after  their  marriage  they  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  first  locating  in  Rush  township,  and 
later  living  in  both  Jessup  and  Dimock  townships, 
the  father  owning  property  in  the  last  named.  By 
occupation  he  was  a farmer.  Pie  died  in  Dimock 
township  January  3,  1873,  aged  sixty-five  years, 
and  the  mother  departed  this  life  during  the  child- 
hood of  our  subject.  To  them  were  born  children 
as  follows : Harry  and  Philo,  who  both  died  during 
their  service  in  the  Civil  war,  the  latter  being  killed 
in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness ; Mary,  deceased 
wife  of  Philander  Pierson,  of  Dimock  township ; 
Wilson,  a resident  of  Harford,  Susquehanna  coun- 
tv ; James,  of  Dimock  township ; Id.  E.,  our  subject ; 
Eliza,  wife  of  James  Martin,  of  Scranton,  Penn.; 
and  George,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Tbe  subject  of  this  review  was  born  in  Dimock 
township,  July  25,  1840,  and  his  education  was 
obtained  in  the  common  schools  there.  When  a 
mere  boy  he  left  home  and  commenced  working  as 
a farm  hand  by  the  month,  being  employed  in  vari- 
ous portions  of  the  county.  Having  saved  some 
of  his  wages,  he  was  able  to  purchase  thirty-five 
acres  of  land  in  Dimock  township  on  attaining  his 
majority,  but  after  operating  the  place  a short  time 
he  sold'  it,  and  subsequently,  at  different  times, 
owned  several  farms,  on  which  he  lived  for  a few 
years  before  disposing  of  same.  In  1868  he  bought 
fifty-seven  acres  of  land  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Dimock  township,  to  which  he  has  since  added 
seventy  acres,  and  besides  this  property  now  owns 
another  farm  of  eighty  acres,  and  twenty-eight 
acres  of  wood  land.  He  has  followed  general  farm- 
ing, dairying,  carpentering  and  blacksmithing,  and 
in  his  undertakings  has  met  with  well-deserved  suc- 


cess. L’pon  his  farm  he  built  a new  barn  in  1898, 
and  has  made  many  other  improvements  which  add 
to  its  valuable  and  attractive  appearance. 

In  Dimock  township  Mr.  Birtch  married  Miss 
Laura  J.  Reynolds,  who  was  born  April  2,  1840,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Laura  (Lindsey)  Reynolds. 
The  father  was  born  in  Cortland,  N.  Y..,  and  was 
married  in  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  followed  farming  for  a number  of 
years.  He  died  January  5,  1884,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years,  and  the  mother  departed  this  life 
October  3,  1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years, 
five  months  and  twenty  days.  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  namely:  Franklin,  deceased;  Almyra, 
widow  of  Reuben  Reynolds,  of  Dimock  township ; 
Betsey,  wife  of  Charles  Reynolds,  a farmer  of 
the  same  township ; Clark,  deceased ; Laura  J.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  and  William  Andrew,  who  died 
young.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Birtch  have  been  born 
seven  children : Myrtle,  deceased  wife  of  Gilbert 
Hover ; Milan  R.  and  Harris,  both  residents  of 
Dimock  township : Clema,  wife  of  Edward  Casey, 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Florence  and  Llewellyn, 
both  at  home ; and  Daisy,  in  school. 

Politically  Mr.  Birtch  is  independent,  though 
he  usually  follows  the  Democratic  lead,  and  he  has 
most  acceptably  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  school 
director  three  years,  as  a member  of  the  election 
board  several  times,  and  as  postmaster  of  West 
Brooklyn,  Dimock  township,  several  years,  since 
which  time  the  office  has  been  abolished.  Fraternal- 
ly he  is  a member  of  the  Farmers  Alliance  at  East 
Bridgewater,  also  of  the  Grange,  and  religiously 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Evangelical  Church,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  trustee,  leader  of  the  class,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sabbath-school,  and  as  a delegate  to 
the  annual  conference. 

STEPHEN  S.  CARPENTER.  Throughout 
Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  often  alluded  to  as  "honest 
Steve  Carpenter.”  The  origin  of  the  title  must 
doubtless  be  found  in  the  many  acts  which  have 
stamped  the  career  of  this  estimable  citizen  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lives.  One  act  of  integrity 
does  not  make  an  honest  man.  It  is  the  sterling 
clearness  of  character,  constantly  revealing  itself, 
that  gives  rise  to  a popular  phrase  of  that  kind.  Mr. 
Carpenter  is  a veteran  railroad  engineer,  competent, 
careful,  and  experienced,  one  who  has  not  only 
become  efficient  in  his  own  business,  but  whose 
ripened  judgment  and  skill  have  gone  beyond  the 
bounds  of  railroading,  and  made  him  a most  valu- 
able citizen  and  business  man.  He  was  born  in 
Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1837,  son  of  N. 
V.  and  Julia  A.  (Saver)  Carpenter,  and  grandson 
of-'  William  Carpenter,  who  for  many  vears  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Van  Burenville,  town  of 
Wallkill,  Orange  Co.,  New  York. 

N.  V.  Carpenter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1815.  He  was 
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reared  in  his  native  county,  and  there  married  Julia 
A.  Sayer,  who  was  born  in  Orange  county  in  1818. 
In  April,  1848,  he  moved  with  Ins  family  to  Great 
Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  kept  hotel  in 
the  old  “Mansion  House”  until  1865,  in  that  year 
removing  to  Meadville,  where  he  died  in  1880.  His 
venerable  widow  survives  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  living  with  her  daughter  in  Meadville.  In 
politics  the  father  of  our  subject  was  a Democrat, 
and  in  religious  faith  an  Old-school  Baptist.  His 
wife  was  a member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.  They  reared  two  children,  Stephen  S., 
our  subject,  and  Ruth  A.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Orange  county  in  1847,  and  married  W.  S.  Murray, 
a D.  L.  & W.  railroad  engineer  of  Luzerne  county, 
who  later  moved  to  Meadville,  where  for  many 
years  he  was  engine  dispatcher  and  where  he 
is  still  engaged  in  railroad  work.  They  have  two 
sons,  Fred  and  Frank. 

Stephen  S.  Carpenter,  our  subject,  was  ten 
years  of  age  when  he  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Great  Bend.  He  there  received  a good  common- 
school  education.  In  1859  he  married  Miss  Georgi- 
ana  Buck,  • daughter  of  Silas  and  Polly  Buck,  of 
Great  Bend,  and  after  his  marriage  moved  to  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  where  for  a year  he  worked  in  the 
railroad  shops.  In  1862  he  began  railroading,  as 
a fireman,  and  two  years  later  became  engineer  on 
the  D.  L.  & W.  road.  In  1865  he  moved  to  Mead- 
ville, where  he  had  a run  on  the  railroad  to  Kent, 
Ohio,  until  1870.  In  that  year  he  moved  to  Port 
Jervis,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  followed  railroad- 
ing to  Jersey  City  until  1878,  when  he  purchased 
the  Gifford  farm,  in  Great  Bend  township,  and  for 
two  years  followed  farming.  The  old  railroad  work, 
however,  possessed  a fascination  for  our  subject, 
and  in  1880  he  accepted  a position  as  engineer  on 
the  D.  L.  & W.  road,  which  he  has  held  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  In  1893  Mrs.  Carpenter  died,  leaving  no 
children.  They  had,  however,  an' adopted  daughter, 
Stella  Read,  of  Port  Jervis,  whom  they  educated 
in  the  high  school  of  Great  Bend.  She  married  G. 
H.  Johnson,  a coal  dealer  of  Great  Bend,  and  has 
two  children,  Harvey  S.  and  Gladys.  In  1897  our 
subject  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss  Ida 
Grimes,  a daughter  of  Frank  Grimes,  of  Susque- 
hanna, and  to  this  union  has  come  one  daughter, 
Julia,  born  in  August,  1898.  Mr.  Carpenter  has 
quite  recentlv  purchased  the  Alden  homestead,  in 
Great  Bend,  where  he  has  erected  a new  barn  and 
made  other  improvements.  It  is  located  on  the 
Susquehanna  river,  two  miles  below  Hallstead,  and 
is  one  of  the  beautiful  residences  of  the  county, 
commanding  one  of  the  most  picturesque  views  in 
the  township.  Into  this  home  Mr.  Carpenter 
moved  with  his  family  in  April,  1899,  still  retaining 
the  ownership  of  the  town  home.  In  politics  Mr. 
Carpenter  has  always  been  identified  with  the  old 
Democratic  party,  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
school  board,  and  as  a member  of  the  town  council  of 
Great  Bend.  He  is  a leading  member  of  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Locomotive  Engineers,  being  chairman  of 


the  local  committee,  and  is  also  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Great  Bend.  Himself  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
\\  hile  engaged  to  some  extent  in  farming,  Mr. 
Carpenter  has  always  regarded  railroading  as  his 
work.  He  possesses  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  employers,  and  is  known  along  the  road  as  one 
of  the  most  trusted  and  capable  engineers  in  the 
service.  As  a citizen  he  is  upright  and  honorable, 
and  in  his  personality  presents  one  of  the  finest 
types  of  American  manhood. 

JOHN  P.  HARDING.  Scientists  tell  us  that 
energetic  and  well-directed  toil  is  conducive  to 
health  and  long  life,  and  in  the  career  of  this  highly- 
esteemed  citizen  of  New  Milford  township.  Susque- 
hanna county,  we  find  an  illustration  of  the  theory. 
Reared  as  a farmer  boy,  he  has  always  been  interest- 
ed in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  spent  many  years 
in  hard  work  before  he  attained  his  present  com- 
petence, yet  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  he 
enjoys  a degree  of  health  and  vigor  which  many 
younger  men  might  well  envy. 

The  ancestors  of  the  Harding  family  settled  in 
Nova  Scotia  at  an  early  date,  our  subject’s  grand- 
parents removing  from  that  province  to  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  locating  upon  a farm.  Lemuel 
Harding,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  1788, 
and  came  from  Orange  county  to  this  section  in 
1834,  settling  on  a farm  in  New  Milford  township, 
Susquehanna  county  ; later  he  removed  to  Nicholson. 
He  was  a man  of  influence  in  the  community,  hold- 
ing various  township  offices.  He  died  in  i860,  and 
his  wife,  Polly  (Wheat),  who  was  born  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1795,  died  in  1874,  their  remains 
being  buried  at  Nicholson.  Mrs.  Polly  Harding 
was  descended  from  New  England  stock,  and  her 
father,  Amos  Wheat,  a farmer,  removed  with  his 
wife  from  Connecticut  to  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
in  early  manhood.  To  Lemuel  and  Polly  Harding 
the  following  children  were  born:  Anna  (deceased), 
who  married  Lemuel  Mitchell;  John  P.,  our  sub- 
ject: William,  who  died  in  New  Milford  township; 
Amos,  who  died  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Jerusha 
(deceased),  who  married  Lyman  B.  Cole;  George,  a 
retired  commission  merchant  at  Nicholson  ; Arminda 
(deceased),  who  married  John  Sherman;  Lemuel, 
a coal  merchant  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Luther,  who 
died  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  F.  Halstead,  of  Scran- 
ton, Penn.,  general  manager  of  the  D.  L.  & W.  Rail- 
road Co. ; Silas  W.,  a conductor  on  the  D.  L.  & W. 
railroad,  residing  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Em- 
ily I.,  widow  of  William  Hardy,  of  Nicholson. 

John  P.  Harding  was  born  April  4,  1817,  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one.  After 
coming  to  Susquehanna  county  he  was  employed 
among  farmers  for  some  years,  but  at  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  he  purchased  a farm  in  New  Milford 
township,  which  he  conducted  until  1883.  He  then 
made  his  home  in  Nicholson,  retiring  partially  from 
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business,  and  ten  years  later  returned  to  his  old 
homestead.  Desiring  to  be  quite  free  from  care,  he 
built  a small  but  comfortable  home  on  a tract  of 
eight  acres  in  the  vicinity,  and  there  he  is  passing 
the  afternoon  of  life  in  well-earned  leisure,  in  poli- 
tics he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
has  frequently  been  elected  to  local  offices.  On 
April  ii,  1849,  he  was  married  at  New  Milford  to 
Miss  Sarah  Dell,  who  was  born  October  11,  1830, 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  William 
Bell.  She  died  August  20,  1851,  and  the  only  child 
of  the  union,  Harry  H.,  born  March  30,  1850,  died 
January  8,  1851.  On  March  9,  1853,  Mr.  Harding 
was  married,  at  Bridgewater,  to  Miss  Helen  E. 
Kennard,  a native  of  that  township,  born  June  23, 
1827,  who  died  August  26,  1881,  her  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  Clinton  county,  Mich.  Of  the  three 
children  born  to  this  marriage  two  are  now  living : 

( 1 ) Perry  Kennard  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 

(2)  Sarah  Ada,  born  February  18,  1856,  married 
George  K.  Marvin,  president  of  a bank  at  St.  Johns, 
Mich.,  and  a leading  resident  of  that  city.  (3)  Rod- 
ney J.,  born  May  1,  1858,  died  in  Colorado  Decem- 
ber 20,  1879. 

PERRY  KENNARD  HARDING,  a well- 
known  dairyman  and  agriculturist  of  New  Mil- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  has  a fine  farm 
of  100  acres,  and  his  progressive  methods  show 
that  he  is  thoroughly  abreast  with  the  best  scien- 
tific thought  of  the  day  as  applied  to  his  calling. 
He  was  born  December  18,  1853,  in  New  Milford 
township,  son  of  John  P.  Harding,  a prom  men" 
citizen  of  that  locality,  whose  biography  appears 
above.  His  work  on  the  old  homestead  in  boyhood 
made  him  familiar  with  the  details  of  farm  manage- 
ment, but  as  he  wished  to  see  something  of  the 
world  he  left  home  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  spent 
some  years  in  various  occupations.  For  one  year 
he  was  in  Pittston,  Penn.,  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pittston  & Elmira  Coal  Co.,  after  which  he  went 
West  and  spent  one  year  in  farming  in  Floyd  coun- 
ty, Iowa.  On  returning  to  Susquehanna  county 
he  was  employed  three  years  in  a sawmill,  and  was 
eng'aged  in  farming  for  one  year.  The  next  two 
years  he  spent  in  Michigan  in  the  lumber  business, 
but  his  travels  and  experience  elsewhere  had  by  that 
time  taught  him  that  there  was  no  place  like  the 
old  home,  and  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  farm.  He  and  his  family  are 
prominent  socially,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  third 
degree.  Like  his  father,  he  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  he  takes  an  influential  part  in  local  affairs,  hav- 
ing served  three  years  as  township  treasurer.  On 
September  6,  1883,  he  was  married,  in  New  Mil- 
ford, to  Miss  May  Ely,  and  five  children  have  blessed 
the  union:  Maud,  born  April  1,  1885:  Rodney  J., 
March  25,  1887;  Josie,  March  8,  1889;  Grace,  May 
4,  1893;  Frederick,  July  20,  1898. 

Mrs.  May  (Ely)  Harding  was  born  May  15, 
1865,  in  Lemon  township,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn., 


and  comes  of  a good  New  England  family,  her  pa- 
ternal grandparents,  Erastus  and  Jriannah  (Pow- 
ers) Ely,  being  natives  of  Connecticut,  'this  Wor- 
thy couple  settled  upon  a farm  in  Wyoming  county 
soon  alter  their  marriage.  Gabriel  J.  Eiy,  Mrs. 
Harding’s  father,  was  born  in  Wyoming  county  in 
1831,  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1807,  locating 
in  New  Milford  township,  and  at  present  resides 
in  Franklin  township.  He  married  Miss  Sarah 
Aldrich,  daughter  of  Gaylor  and  Caroline  Aldrich, 
of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
they  have  had  six  children,  viz. : Ida,  wife  of  George 
T.  Corwin,  of  New  Milford  township;  Gilbert,  a 
farmer  in  the  same  township ; May,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Christie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years; 
Charles,  a resident  of  Tingley,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; and  Musette,  wife  of  Edward  Shaw,  of  Buffalo, 
New  York. 

MRS.  RUPHANA  R.  WARREN,  widow  of 
the  late  Clinton  F.  Warren,  is  a native  of  Herrick 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a daughter  of 
Sylvanus  H.  and  Eleanor  (Ogden)  Campbell,  both 
natives  of  Susquehanna  county,  the  former  born  in 
Herrick  township. 

Sylvanus  and  Mary  (Rouse)  Campbell,  grand- 
parents of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Scotland, 
and  after  their  arrival  here  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  as  farming  people  in  Herrick  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  Mrs.  Warren’s  father  was  an 
agriculturist  and  lumberman.  From  Herrick  town- 
ship he  removed  to  Ararat,  where  he  died  in  1874, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  his  wife  in  1869,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven,  and  their  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Ararat  cemetery.  Religiously  they  were 
active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  them  were  as  follows : George  and 
Asa,  both  deceased;  Ruphana  R.,  our  subject;  Anna 
D.,  wife  of  Henry  R.  Butler,  of  Clifford  township ; 
Squire,  a farmer  of  Virginia ; Harvey,  deceased ; 
Violetta,  who  first  married  Charles  Mathewson, 
and  later  William  H.  Peter,  and  resides  in  Seattle, 
Wash.;  Ella,  deceased;  and  Mark,  a stationary  en- 
gineer of  Shelton.  Mrs.  Warren’s  maternal  grand- 
parents, Daniel  and  Sarah  (Bloomer)  Ogden,  were 
natives  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  early  set- 
tlers of  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  the  former  followed  farming  until  his  death. 

Miss  Ruphana  R.  Campbell  was  married,  first, 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  January  8,  1868,  to  Asahel 
FI.  Peck,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children : Al- 
pha M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months ; 
Maurice,  who  was  killed  while  jumping  from  a 
moving  train  in  Susquehanna  county ; and  Bertha  I. 
and  Raymond  I.,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Peck  was  a 
native  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  a son  of  Asher  and  Polly  (Ellis)  Peck,  who 
were  born  in  New  London  county,  Conn.,  and  came 
to  Susquehanna  county  in  early  life.  The  father 
cleared  the  farm  on  which  Mrs.  Warren  now  resides, 
and  there  he  died  in  May,  1877,  aged  eighty-two 
years,  his  wife  in  1870,  aged  seventy.  Their  re- 
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mains  were  interred  in  Burdick  cemetery.  They 
had  three  children,  Searle,  Asahel  and  Bela,  all 
deceased.  Throughout  life  Asahel  H.  Peck  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  became  a man 
of  prominence  in  his  community,  was  called  upon 
to  serve  as  pathmaster  in  his  township,  and  was 
highly  honored  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  died  in  September,  1886,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine 
years,  five  months  and  two  days,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  Burdick  cemetery. 

Our  subject  was  again  married,  September  3, 
1890,  her  second  union  being  with  Clinton  F.  War- 
ren, a native  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  a molder 
by  trade.  For  five  years  he  was  a soldier  in  the 
regular  army,  having  enlisted  August  12,  1883,  in 
Company  A,  17th  Regiment,  under  Capt.  William 
M.  Van  Horn.  After  his  marriage  he  located  on  the 
farm  where  his  widow  now  resides,  but  when  the 
war  broke  out  between  Spain  and  the  United  States 
he  could  not  remain  quietly  at  home  when  he  be- 
lieved his  country  needed  his  services,  and  accord- 
ingly enlisted  in  Company  G,  17th  Regiment  United 
States  Infantry.  Although  he  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tle of  El  Caney,  Santiago  and  other  engagements, 
he  was  never  wounded,  but  was  on  active  duty 
■until  taken  ill  with  malarial  fever,  which  completely 
broke  down  his  health,  and  he  died  while  returning 
home,  March  15,  1899,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years. 
His  remains  were  interred  at  Pittsburg,  Penn.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Mrs.  Warren  is  also  a member  of  that  Church,  and 
she  has  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
who  esteem  her  highly  for  her  sterling  worth  and 
many  excellencies  of  character.  She  is  a capable 
business  woman,  and  manages  her  farm  in  an  able 
manner. 

JOHN  H.  YARCOE  is  known  as  one  of  the 
most  thoroughly  systematic  agriculturists  in  Da- 
mascus township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  owns 
and  cultivates  a neat  farm  of  sixty  acres.  He 
comes  of  sturdy  English  ancestry,  and  is  himself  a 
native  of  the  “tight  little  island,”  born  in  Novem- 
ber, 1840,  in  the  County  of  Cornwall,  son  of  John 
and  Susanna  (Harris)  Varcoe. 

John  Varcoe  and  his  wife  were  reared  and 
married  in  the  country  of  their  birth,  and  in  about 
1846,  with  their  family,  then  consisting  of  five  chil- 
dren, came  to  America,  the  same  year  settling  in 
Wayne  county,  Penn.  Mr.  Varcoe  rented  a farm 
in  Bethany  for  two  years,  after  which  he  removed 
to  Damascus,  where  he  invested  in  100  acres  of 
land,  buying  the  tract  from  Irwin  & \ ail.  This 
property  lies  along  the  Girdland  road,  and  when  he 
purchased  it  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  but 
with  the  aid  of  his  sons  he  cleared  every  acre,  put 
it  under  a profitable  state  of  cultivation,  and  made 
numerous  improvements,  erecting  a good  house, 
barns  and  outbuildings.  As  increasing  prosperity 
rewarded  his  efforts  he  added  to  his  original  pur- 
chase, buying  the  Christopher  Rutledge  farm  of 


eighty-five  acres  adjoining.  He  made  his  home 
here  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1890  at 
a ripe  old  age.  Mrs.  Varcoe  passed  away  m 1875. 
They  were  earnest  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
in  whose  doctrines  they  also  reared  their  family, 
which  consisted  of  ten  children,  five  born  in  Eng- 
land and  five  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  viz.:  (1) 

Annie,  born  in  1838,  married  Thomas  Marshall,  of 
this  county,  and  they  resided  near  Beach  Pond, 
where  she  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  seven  chil- 
dren, William,  Robert,  Gussie,  Clara,  Mary,  John, 
Alice.  (2)  John  H.  is  second  in  the  order  of 
birth.  (3)  William,  born  in  1842,  married  Miss 
Harriet  Faatz,  and  lives  in  Damascus ; he  has  no 
family.  (4)  Christiana,  born  in  1844,  died,  un- 
married, in  1895.  (5)  Mary,  born  in  1846,  is  the 

wife  of  William  Watts,  and  they  reside  on  his  farm 
in  Dyberry,  Wayne  county ; they  have  no  children. 
(6)  Samuel,  born  in  1850,  married  Miss  Alice 
Smith,  of  Damascus,  and  they  live  on  his  farm  in 
that  township ; they  have  four  children.  (7)  Rich- 
ard, born  in  1852,  married  Harriet  Detchens,  of 
Manchester,  and  died  in  1895,  leaving  his  wife  and 
three  children,  Julia,  William  and  Bertha;  they 
lived  near  the  old  homestead.  (8)  Angelina,  born 
in  1854,  received  her  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Damascus  and  the  Honesdale  high  school,  and 
for  a number  of  years  has  been  engaged  as  teacher 
in  the  schools  of  Wayne  county,  meeting  with  more 
than  ordinary  success  in  her  profession.  (9)  Ed- 
win married  Miss  Lily  Brown,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Leland  Roy  and  an  infant,  unnamed ; they 
live  in  Kansas,  where  he  owns  a farm.  (10)  Eliza 
is  the  wife  of  George  Martin,  a farmer  of  South 
Canaan,  Wayne  county,  and  has  one  son,  John. 
The  entire  family  were  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Damascus  township. 

John  H.  Varcoe  was  but  five  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  settled  in  Wayne  county,  and  he 
was  reared  on  the  homestead  in  Damascus  town- 
ship, being  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  agricul- 
ture under  his  father’s  tuition  at  an  early  age.  He 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  when,  in  1863,  he  purchased  102  acres 
of  new  land  from  Elisha  Sherrard,  located  in  Da- 
mascus township  one-half  mile  west  of  the  New- 
burg  turnpike.  Here  he  has  since  resided,  devot- 
ing  himself  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
his  place,  of  which  he  now  has  sixty  acres  cleared 
and  under  the  plow.  He  has  set  out  a fine  orchard, 
erected  a comfortable  dwelling,  barns  and  outbuild- 
ings, and  has  stocked  the  place  with  the  best  in 
the  way  of  domestic  animals — Durham  cattle, 
Shropshire  sheep,  Chester- White  swine,  and  a fine 
team  of  Morgan  horses.  Everything  in  the  con- 
dition and  appearance  of  his  farm  bespeaks  constant 
and  watchful  care  on  the  part  of  the  owner,  who 
neglects  no  detail  of  his  work,  and  has  spared  no 
pains  to  make  his  property  one  of  the  best  con- 
ducted and  best  paying  in  the  neighborhood.  All 
the  improvements  have  been  made  by  his  own 
labor,  and  he  has  shown  a spirit  of  energy  and  prog- 
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ress  which  entitles  him  to  a place  among  the  most 
up-to-date  farmers  of  the  section. 

Mr.  Varcoe  has  always  given  his  political  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  party,  in  whose  interests  he 
is  an  active  worker  in  Damascus  township. 

FRANK  A.  MILLER.  Among  the  sturdy 
and  stalwart  citizens  of  Monroe  county,  whose 
place  of  birth  was  in  the  far-away  German  Father- 
land,  and  who,  with  the  industry  and  thrift  so 
natural  to  the  people  of  their  native  land,  are  rapidly 
progressing  toward  the  financial  condition  so 
much  coveted  by  all,  is  the  subject  of  this  personal 
history,  now  a prosperous  farmer  of  Middle  Smith- 
field  township. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  born 
in  1850,  the  only  child  of  Frank  and  Christina 
(Twetch)  Miller.  The  father  was  born  in  the  same 
place  in  1815,  and  when  a young  man  entered  the 
German  army;  being  chief  of  police  in  the  service 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1857.  The  mother  sub- 
sequently married  Abraham  Woolbert,  and  re- 
mained a resident  of  Germany,  where  she  died  in 
1859.  By  her  second  marriage  she  had  a daugh- 
ter, now  the  wife  of  Christian  Moltrien,  of  Baden, 
Germany. 

In  Lis  native  land  Frank  A.  Miller  was  reared, 
receiving  the  benefits  of  a high-school  education. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  upon  an  appren- 
ticeship to  the  miller’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  twenty,  in  1870  joining  the  German  army. 
Fie  took  part  in  the  Franco-Prussian  war,  being  in 
the  battles  of  Fort  Strassburg;  Weissenburg,  Sedan, 
Belfort,  Mobile,  Charlotta  and  Paris.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  right  leg  at  the  battle  of  Belfort. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Miller  came  to  the 
United  States,  landing  at  New  York  City,  whence 
he  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  and  later  he  went  to 
Chicago,  Milwaukee,  St.  Louis,  and  then  Baden,  111., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  during  the  summer 
of  1872.  The  following  fall  he  proceeded  to  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  working  there  at  the  cooper’s  trade 
until  April,  1873,  when  he  returned  to  New  York. 
Locating  in  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  he  engaged  in 
dairying  there  until  1878,  and  then  came  to  Mon- 
roe county,  renting  a farm  of  a Mr.  Stillwell,  of 
New  York,  for  one  year.  The  same  year  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Miller,  a daughter  of 
Henry  and  Sarah  Miller,  honored  pioneers  of  Smith- 
field  township.  Her  father  was  born  in  January, 
1814,  her  mother  June  14,  1814.  In  their  family 
were  nine  children,  namely:  Henry;  John;  Theo- 

dore, who  died  when  young ; Obed ; Edward ; 
Philip ; Levi ; Nora,  born  in  1840,  who  married 
George  F.  Ansee,  of  Wales,  and  now  resides  with 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Miller ; and  Mary  M.,  who  was  born 
in  September,  1842,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  our 
subject.  As  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  they  are  rearing  her  nephew, 
Philip  Miller. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Miller  purchased  a 
farm  in  Price  township,  Monroe  county,  a year 


later  selling  that  place  and  moving  to  a mountain 
home  in  Barrett  township,  where  he  worked  in  a 
tannery  for  G.  L.  Adams  two  years.  Afterward, 
for  five  years,  he  lived  at  Mt.  Pocono,  and  worked 
for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Rail- 
road Co.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Stroudsburg, 
where  he  was  employed  in  Mr.  Adams’  tannery  for 
two  years,  and  in  1888  purchased  his  father-in- 
law's  farm  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  consist- 
ing of  fifty  acres,  on  which  he  has  made  many  im- 
provements. He  has  also  bought  200  acres  adjoin- 
ing, and,  in  connection  with  the  cultivation  and  de- 
velopment of  his  own  farm,  he  has  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  gardener  for  Dr.  F.  Hurd,  at  the  Water 
Gap  Sanitarium,  since  1893.  He  is  meeting  with 
well-deserved  success  in  his  undertakings,  and  his 
course  in  life  has  ever  been  such  as  to  commend 
him  to  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  come  in  contact.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  State  vigilance  committee,  and  as 
a stalwart  Republican  takes  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs,  is  a man  of  energy  and  good  busi- 
ness ability,  and  in  every  respect  is  a first-class  cit- 
izen. Religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  both  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Coolbaugh. 

JOSEPH  H.  SMITH,  a representative  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county, 
has  for  many  years  been  actively  identified  with  the 
lumbering  interests  of  this  region,  and  to-day  does 
an  extensive  business  along  that  line.  Self-reli- 
ance, conscientiousness,  energy,  honesty — these  are 
the  traits  of  character  that  insure  the  highest  emolu- 
ments and  greatest  success,  and  to  these  may  be 
attributed  the  success  that  has  crowned  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  Smith. 

In  tracing  back  our  subject’s  ancestry  we  find 
that  his  grandfather,  Melchior  Smith,  was  a native 
of  Germany,  and  when  a boy  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  the  New  World,  locating  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  when  it  still  formed  a 
part  of  Northampton  county.  Here  they  took  up 
land,  and  soon  cleared  and  improved  a farm.  Wheat 
was  taken  to  Easton  by  ox-teams  to  be  marketed, 
the  night  being  spent  on  the  way.  Most  of  the 
country  was  wild,  packs  of  wolves  were  heard  and 
frequently  seen,  and  when  camping  out  large  fires 
were  kept  constantly  burning  to  protect  the  teams. 
The  early  settlers  made  their  living  by  hunting  and 
shingle-making  more  than  by  farming.  Amidst 
these  surroundings  Melchior  Smith  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  he  spent  his  entire  life  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Anthony,  a native  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  he 
departed  this  life  in  1866,  at  the  extreme  old  age 
of  ninety-seven.  Their  children  were  Jacob,  fa- 
ther of  our  subject;  George,  a farmer  of  Paradise 
township,  Monroe  county;  John  and  Abram,  both 
farmers  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county:  Jo- 
seph, a resident  of  Detroit,  Mich.;  Peter,  who  lives 
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near  Tannersville,  Monroe  county;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  William  Halstead;  Magdelane,  deceased,  who 
was  the  first  wife  of  William  Halstead;  and  Julia 
Ann,  widow  of  Jacob  Bishing,  of  Battle  Creek, 
Michigan. 

Jacob  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1812,  in  what  is  now  Pocono  township,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss  Lydia  Henry, 
who  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  daughter  of  Ar- 
thur Henry.  Mr.  Smith  passed  away  in  1888.  He 
made  his  home  in  his  native  township,  and  followed 
farming  as  a life  work.  He  was  always  a strong 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
worthy  members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  The 
children  born  to  them  were  James,  a retired  lum- 
berman of  Paradise  township ; Amos,  a farmer  of 
that  township;  Jane,  wife  of  David  Hull,  of  Phil- 
lipsburg,  N.  J. ; Charles,  proprietor  of  the  “Clair- 
mont  House,”  at  Mt.  Pocono,  Monroe  county ; 
Joseph  H.,  the  subject  of  this  review  ; and  Jacob  and 
Simon,  both  farmers  of  Pocono  township. 

Joseph  H.  Smith  was  born  in  Pocono  town- 
ship, June  11,  1850,  and  there  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth,  his  early  education  being  acquired  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  an  academy.  He  began 
life  for  himself  as  a school  teacher,  and  success- 
fully followed  that  profession  for  twenty-eight 
terms  (two  terms  per  year),  in  Pike,  Monroe  and 
Carbon  counties,  Penn.  He  then  embarked  in  the 
hotel  business  in  the  northern  part  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, where  he  also  operated  a farm  and  engaged  in 
lumbering  for  several  years.  Later  he  conducted 
another  hotel,  in  connection  with  his  lumber  in- 
terests, for  four  years,  and  in  1897  came  to  Jackson 
township,  where  he  purchased  property,  including  a 
commodious  hotel,  on  which  he  has  made  improve- 
ments to  the  amount  of  $1,000.  This  he  is  now 
carrying  on  with  marked  success,  but  still  devotes 
the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, shipping  several  hundred  carloads  of  lumber 
annually. 

At  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  Mr..  Smith 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances  Roberts, 
a daughter  of  Robert  and  Caroline  (Hallet)  Rob- 
erts, and  they  have  seven  children,  namely : May, 

Florence,  Warren  L.,  Earl,  Chester  Arthur,  William 
and  Clair,  all  at  home.  Politically  Mr.  Smith  is 
rather  independent,  but  he  usually  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  fif- 
teen years  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Tunkhannock  township, 
Monroe  county.  He  has  also  been  school  director, 
has  filled  about  all  of  the  minor  township  offices, 
and  in  1880  was  appointed  census  enumerator  for 
the  western  part  of  Monroe  county. 

PATRICK  McHALE,  one  of  the  most  ener- 
getic, enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  May  15,  1851,  and  is  a son  of  Pat- 
rick and  Mary  (Cryan)  McHale,  also  natives  of 
that  county,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 


home  until  their  emigration  to  America  in  1875. 
They  took  up  their  residence  in  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  called  from  this  life, 
January  16,  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  He 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church,  with  which  the  mother 
is  also  connected.  She  was  born  in  1824,  and  now 
finds  a pleasant  home  with  our  subject,  who  is  the 
eldest  of  her  children.  The  others  are  as  follows : 
Bridget,  wife  of  .Michael  Comboy,  a farmer  of 
Middletown  township,  Susciuehanna  county;  John, 
who  died  in  Ireland;  Maggie,  wife  of  Patrick  Mc- 
Nicholas,  a blacksmith  of  Ireland;  and  Anna,  a res- 
ident of  Philadelphia.  Our  subject’s  grandparents, 
Patrick  and  Bridget  (Roach)  McHale,  and  Owen 
and  Margaret  (Murphy)  Cryan,  were  all  farming 
people,  and  lifelong  residents  of  the  Emerald  Isle. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  land,  and  on  leaving-  home,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  sailed  for  the  United 
States,  where  he  landed  September  10,  1870. 
Coming  at  once  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  he 
worked  on  the  farm  of  Alonzo  Coleman,  in  Mid- 
dletown township,  for  ten  years,  and  then  purchased 
bis  present  farm,  consisting  of  136  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  which  he  has  placed  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good  and  substan- 
tial buildings.  He  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
influential  citizens  of  his'  community,  is  a stalwart 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religious’  faith  is  a 
Catholic.  In  Friendsville,  Susquehanna  county, 
he  was  married,  November  17,  1885,  to  Miss  Lucy 
Kelly,  who  was  born  in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  September 
30,  1858,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  a 
family  of  five  children:  Mary,  William,  James, 

Lucy  and  Patrick. 

Nicholas  T.  Kelly,  Mrs.  McHale’s  father,  was 
born  September  3,  1833,  in  Boyle  parish.  Province 
of  Connaught,  County  Roscommon,  Ireland,  a son 
of  Terrence  and  Bridget  (McGrath)  Kelly,  also 
natives  of  County  Roscommon,  where  the  father 
died  in  1842,  aged  fifty-six  years.  Two  years 
later  the  mother,  with  six  children,  came  to  Amer- 
ica, and  first  located  at  New  Brunswick,  where  she 
spent  five  years.  The  following  three  years  she 
passed  in  Bangor,  Maine,  and  thence  removed  to 
Owego,  N.  Y.,  dying  there  in  1888,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  Her  children  were  as  follows: 
Bartholomew,  who  died  in  infancy ; Bridget,  wife  of 
Timothy  Colorin,  of  Owego,  N.  Y. ; William,  who 
died  in  Ireland ; Mathew,  who  died  in  Owego ; 
Mary,  who  wedded  John  Hickey,  and  died  in 
Owego;  Michael,  who  is  now  living  in  Australia; 
Hugh  J.,  who  died  in  Owego;  Ann,  wife  of  Dan- 
iel McCormick,  of  Pittston,  Penn. ; Nicholas  T., 
father  of  Mrs.  McHale ; and  Lucy,  who  married 
Cornelius  Cain,  a locomotive  engineer,  and  died  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Kelly’s  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Bryan  and  Mary  (Lyons)  Kelly,  life- 
long residents  of  Ireland,  where  the  family  at  one 
time  owned  a large  estate  in  County  Galway,  but 
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it  was  confiscated  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Hugh  McGrath,  was 
also  a farmer,  and  remained  in  Ireland. 

At  the  age  of  eleven  years  Nicholas  T.  Kelly 
came  to  America  with  his  mother,  and  during  his 
five  years'  residence  in  New  Brunswick  he  lived 
with  a farmer  and  attended  school.  He  next  spent 
three  years  in  Maine,  where  he  worked  on  the  farm 
of  Josiah  Fields,  and  also  helped  him  build  a turn- 
pike. At  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to  Owego, 
N.  Y.,  where  during  the  winter  "season  he  worked 
in  tanneries  for  thirty  years,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing through  the  summer  months.  On  August  io, 
1866,  he  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  a tract  of  seventy  acres  which  he 
purchased  from  Caleb  Carmart,  and  has  since  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a devout 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party.  At  Owego,  N.  Y., 
Mr.  Kelly  was  married,  July  1,  1857.  to  Miss  Jo- 
hanna Condon,  who  was  born  at  County  Wexford, 
Ireland,  February  4,  1838.  Her  parents,  David  and 
Catherine  (Maddick)  Condon,  also  natives  of  Ire- 
land, emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1851,  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  Middletown  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  her  father  died  in 
1874,  aged  eighty  years,  her  mother  in  1888,  aged 
eighty-four,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  at 
Friendsville.  She  is  the  eldest  of  their  children, 
the  others  being-  John,  a farmer  of  Middletown 
township;  Margaret,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mar- 
garet, deceased  wife  of  George  Youngs ; Richard, 
a resident  of  Emporia,  Penn. ; and  Mary,  widow 
of  Michael  Hart,  and  a resident  of  Meadville,  Penn. 
Mrs.  Kelly’s  grandfathers,  John  Condon  and  John 
Maddick,  were  both  farmers  in  Ireland,  where  they 
spent  their  entire  lives.  The  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kelly  are  Lucy,  wife  of  our  subject;  John 

M. ,  an  attorney  of  Montrose,  Penn.,  who  married 
Ellen  Ouailey ; Hugh  A.,  a clerk  of  Binghamton, 

N.  Y.,  who  married  Maggie  McCormick;  David  V., 
at  home ; Mary  T.,  wife  of  Eugene  Cadden,  a farm- 
er of  Springville,  Penn. ; Martha  A.,  wife  of  James 
McGovern,  of  Montrose;  Terence  N.,  a policeman 
of  Chicago,  111.,  who  married  Grace  Stuck ; Johanna, 
who  is  engaged  in  clerking  in  Susquehanna;  Will- 
iam J.,  a cigarmaker  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; and  Charles, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

HENRY  B.  WELLS,  the  genial  and  popular 
proprietor  of  the  “Bluff  House,”  at  Milford,  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in 
Pike  county,  and  was  born  at  Milford,  April  1,  1827, 
a son  of  Nathan  and  Ann  (Rockwell)  Wells,  and  a 
grandson  of  Israel  Wells. 

Before  the  town  of  Milford  was  laid  out  the 
present  site  was  known  as  Wells  Ferry,  taking  its 
name  from  the  three  Wells  brothers — Jesse,  James 
and  Israel — who  came  to  this  region  from  Connect- 
icut before  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  undoubt- 
edly operated  a ferry.  Jesse  Wells  built  a gristmill 
on  the  Sawkill,  the  people  from  across  the  river 


fording  the  creek  below  the  mill,  hence  the  present 
name  of  the  town — Millford  or  Milford.  James 
Wells  lived  at  Panther  Brook.  Israel  Wells,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  lived  on  the  hill  south 
of  the  Sawkill,  and  in  his  family  were  the  following 
children:  Benjamin,  Abram,  Jesse,  Lydia,  Nathan, 
David,  Peter,  Harriet  and  Sally.  The  father  was 
drowned  in  the  Delaware  river  in  1803. 

Nathan  Wells  was  born  at  Milford,  in  1796, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  a cabinet  maker.  His  me- 
chanical ability  was  out  of  the  ordinary,  and  he  in- 
vented the  Wells  fanning  mill.  He  married  Ann 
Rockwell,  who  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  a 
daughter  of  Jabez  Rockwell,  a patriotic  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  army.  Mr.  Rockwell  was  a shoe- 
maker by  trade.  He  came  to  Milford  about  1797, 
and  for  many  years  was  prominently  identified  with 
local  politics,  serving  one  term  as  sheriff  of  Wayne 
county.  Of  his  children,  Lewis  was  sheriff  of  Pike 
county  one  term ; Polly  married  James  Watson,  one 
of  Pike  county’s  most  popular  sheriffs ; Ann  mar- 
ried Nathan  Wells;  and  John  B.  was  a merchant  at 
Milford. 

The  following  children  came  to  bless  the  union 
of  Nathan  and  Ann  (Rockwell)  Wells:  Peter,  who 
married  Charlotte  Burrel,  and  died  in  1894;  Belinda 
(deceased),  who  married  Cellar  Sears;  John,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  forty,  unmarried;  Henry  B.,  men- 
tioned below ; Edgar,  who  married  Emma  Granell, 
and  resides  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Erie  Railroad  Co. ; Mary,  who  re- 
sides at  Milford ; William,  who  married  Octave 
Burleigh,  and  is  deceased ; and  Celliard,  who  died 
young.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a prominent 
adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  his  death,  in  1854,  when  he  was  aged  fifty-eight 
years,  was  regarded  as  a public  loss.  Ann  (Rock- 
well) Wells  was  a faithful  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church ; this  noble  pioneer 
mother  was  laid  to  rest  in  1884,  after  a life  of  nine- 
ty-tw6  years  spent  in  thoughtful,  loving  deeds  for 
others. 

Henry  B.  Wells  spent  his  early  years  at  home, 
but  as  his  father  was  not  overburdened  with  worldly 
goods  he  began,  when  quite  young,  to  work  among 
the  neighboring  farmers,  and  also  to  assist  his  father 
in  the  shop  at  painting,  carpentering,  or  anything 
else  that  he  could  get  to  do.  When  but  twenty  years 
old  he  was  considered  a good  carpenter  and  cab- 
inet maker,  and  began  to  do  business  on  his  own 
account  in  his  father’s  shop,  devoting  most  of  his 
time,  however,  to  the  manufacture  of  fanning  mills, 
which  he  has  continued  to  manufacture  in  his  leis- 
ure moments  ever  since,  having  constructed  alto- 
gether about  3,500.  During  the  Civil  war,  when  land 
was  cheap,  he  would  buy  lots  and  erect  houses  there- 
on, for  rent  or  sale  as  occasion  offered.  As  soon 
as  the  money  from  the  sale  of  one  lot  was  received 
he  immediately  reinvested  it,  and  has  continued  to 
do  so  ever  since.  He  has  built  about  fifty  houses 
at  Milford  and  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  in  both  of  which 
places  he  owns  considerable  property  at  present. 
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In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Wells  has  ever 
been  a Democrat,  and  he  has  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  the  work  of  the  party,  though  al- 
ways avoiding,  where  possible,  all  public  offices. 
His  friends,  however,  have  so  urged  him  at  times 
that  he  has  given  a reluctant  consent,  and  for  three 
terms  he  served  in  the  town  council,  for  three  terms 
as  school  director,  and  for  two  terms  as  chief  bur- 
gess. As  might  be  expected  from  so  energetic  and 
thorough  a business  man,  the  duties  pertaining  to 
these  offices  were  performed  with  his  characteristic 
conscientiousness,  and  the  citizens  of  the  town,  re- 
gardless of  party,  would  gladly  have  retained  him 
as  an  official. 

In  1873  Mr.  Wells  erected  the  “Bluff  House," 
which  now  has  214  rooms,  is  well-equipped  with 
water,  acetylene  gas,  and  all  modern  improvements, 
overlooking  the  picturesque  banks  of  the  Delaware 
river,  seven  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
When  this  lot  was  first  purchased,  it  was  an  un- 
broken wilderness,  and  the  first  building  contained 
only  ninety  rooms ; but  as  trade  increased  the  orig- 
inal structure  was  from  time  to  time  enlarged,  first 
by  the  addition  of  twenty-one  rooms,  then  bv  thir- 
teen, and  in  1896  by  another  building  of  ninety 
rooms,  the  entire  building  costing  something  over 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  This  hotel  is  open  in  the 
summer  only,  and  is  conducted  on  strictly  temper- 
ance lines.  The  careful  attention  bestowed  on  the 
guests  has  won  for  the  establishment  an  enviable 
reputation,  and  each  guest  is  made  to  feel  that  the 
proprietor  has  a personal  interest  in  his  comfort  and 
welfare. 

On  June  6,  1853,  Henry  B.  Wells  was  married 
to  Miss  Phcebe  Dewitt,  a native  of  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  and  daughter  of  Silas  and  Johanna  (Hibler) 
■Dewitt,  of  that  county,  who  for  eight  years  resided 
in  Milford,  thence  returning  to  their  old  home ; they 
are  farming  people.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  have 
been  born  the  following  children : Mary,  wife  of 
Rev.  C.  S.  Ryman,  a Methodist  clergyman  at  Sum- 
mit, N.  J. ; Nathan,  who  was  drowned  at  the  age 
of  eight  in  the  old  mill  pond  at  Milford  ; Joann,  wife 
of  F.  P.  Sawyer,  a manufacturer  of  oatmeal  at  Mus- 
catine, Iowa ; Harry,  deceased  at  the  age  of  five 
years  : Jennie,  wife  of  William  Shearer,  an  attorney 
at  Chicago,  111. ; and  Ivittie,  wife  of  Paul  Boernique, 
who  now  manages  the  “Bluff  House."  The  mother 
of  this  family  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1894, 
at  the  age  of  sixty. 

Mr.  Wells  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  half  a century,  and  is  still  serving  as 
trustee  and  steward.  He  is  one  of  that  class  of 
American  citizens  to  whom  we  can  point  with  pride 
— a self-made  man,  who  by  honest  industry  has  won 
wealth,  and  with  it  an  untarnished  reputation.  Prom- 
inent in  the  affairs  of  his  town,  he  advocates  all 
movements  that  tend  to  the  moral  and  material  ad- 
vancement of  the  town,  county  or  country,  and  is  a 
liberal  contributor  to  all  charities,  public  and  pri- 
vate. Though  he  has  turned  the  active  management 
of  the  hotel  to  his  son-in-law,  he  still  remains  a silent 


force  that  helps  to  steer  over  the  rough  places,  and 
Mr.  Boernique  has,  as  have  all  others  who  have 
known  Mr.  Wells,  found  his  counsel  safe,  his  judg- 
ment strong — a tower  of  strength  and  wisdom  yet, 
at  seventy-three. 

JOHN  C.  TITMAN  is  one  of  the  active  busi- 
ness men  and  well-to-do  land  owners  of  Delaware 
township,  Pike  county,  where  he  owns  a fine  farm 
of  110  acres,  and  in  addition  to  its  cultivation  he 
is  engaged  extensively  as  contractor,  carpenter  and 
builder,  in  this  connection  being  widely  known 
throughout  this  section  of  the  county.  He  was 
born  in  Delaware  township,  October  10,  1843,  son 
of  Jacob  F.  and  Barbara  (Reaser)  Titman,  who 
for  a number  of  years  resided  on  the  farm  he  now 
occupies,  and  grandson  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Teeal)  Titman,  who  were  the  first  of  the  family 
to  settle  in  Pike  county.  His  great-grandparents 
were  Baldus  and  Marie  (Force)  Titman. 

Jacob  F.  Titman  was  born  June  4,  1817,  in 
Y\  arren  county,  N.  J.,  and  in  about  1819  came  with 
his  parents  to  Pike  county,  where  he  passed  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  engaged  in  farming.  After 
his  marriage  he  lived  for  a number  of  years  in  Sus- 
sex county,  N.  J.,  but  in  1855  he  returned  to  his 
early  home,  and  settling  on  a farm  in  Delaware 
township  continued  to  reside  there  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  By  industry  and  thrift  he  acquired  a 
comfortable  property,  becoming  one  of  the  prosper- 
ous men  of  the  township,  and  he  was  also  active 
in  its  public  affairs,  holding  several  township  of- 
fices. On  April  20,  1840,  Mr.  Titman  married  Miss 
Barbara  Reaser,  the  wedding  taking  place  in  San- 
dyston  township,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  ancl  two  children 
were  born  to  this  union — John  C.  and  Sarah  S., 
who  is  the  widow  of  Morris  H.  Layton.  The  fa- 
ther passed  away  July  18,  1881.  Mrs.  Titman  now 
makes  her  home  in  Dingman’s  Ferry,  residing  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Layton.  She  was  born  in  Del- 
aware township,  January  17,  1819,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Mary  (Amy)  Reaser,  who  were  natives 
of  Mt.  Bethel  and  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  respectively, 
and  granddaughter  of  Philip  and  Margaret  Rea- 
ser, who  came  from  Mt.  Bethel  to  Pike  county  in 
an  early  dav. 

_John  C.  Titman  was  given  the  advantages  af- 
forded by  the  district  schools  for  education,  and 
remained  with  his  parents  until  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority, gaining  a thorough  knowledge  of  farming 
under  his  father.  After  commencing  life  for  him- 
self he  worked  for  farmers  and  carpenters  in  vari- 
ous places,  and  he  has  continued  to  follow  these 
vocations,  meeting  with  more  than  ordinary  suc- 
cess in  all  his  undertakings.  Mr.  Titman  has  made 
a place  for  himself  among  the  most  substantial  and 
progressive  citizens  of  this  locality,  by  good  man- 
agement, strict  attention  to  business  and  perfect 
integrity  in  his  dealings  with  all  gaining  the  re- 
spect and  good-will  of  those  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact  with,  and  prospering  deservedly  from  year 
to  vear.  His  fellow  citizens  have  honored  him 
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with  election  to  the  offices  of  school  director  and 
overseer  of  the  poor,  which  latter  incumbency  he 
has  filled  for  three  years,  and  he  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative men-  of  his  community,  taking  a warm 
interest  in  every  movement  for  the  general  wel- 
fare and  advancement.  Mr.  Titman  is  a Demo- 
crat politically. 

In  October,  1864,  in  Delaware  township,  Mr. 
Titman  married,  for  his  first  wife,  Miss  Mary  A. 
Jagger,  daughter  of  Jacob  H.  and  Sarah  (Benslev) 
Jagger,  residents  of  Pike  county.  One  child  was 
born  to  this  union:  Estella,  who  is  the  wife  of  John 
D.  Whittaker,  a farmer  of  Delaware  township. 
Mrs.  Titman  died  February  7,  1872,  and  her  re- 
mains rest  in  the  Delaware  cemetery.  On  May  20, 
1875,  Mr.  Titman  wedded  Miss  Hannah  E.  Brod- 
head,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in  Delaware  town- 
ship, and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  viz.:  Savilla  (wife  of  William  Retalic,  a 

farmer  of  Delaware  township),  Harry,  Amy  M., 
Fanny,  Kate,  Clara  and  Esmerelda.  From  the 
time  of  his  marriage  until  1882  Mr.  Titman  lived 
on  the  farm  adjoining  his  present  home,  which  he 
purchased  in  the  year  named,  and  which  comprises 
no  acres  of  valuable  land,  carefully  and  systemat- 
ically cultivated. 

Mrs.  Hannah  E.  (Brodhead)  Titman  is  the 
daughter  of  David  O.  and  Maria  (Van  Etten) 
Brodhead,  farming  people  of  Delaware  township, 
and  her  ancestors  were  numbered  among  the  early 
pioneers  of  this  region. 

TOHN  FREDENSTINE,  flagman  on  a pas- 
senger train-on  the  Erie  railroad,  has  been  a faith- 
ful employe  of  the  company  for  some  years,  and 
has  made  his  home  in  Matamoras,  Pike  Co.,  Penn., 
since  July  7,  1897.  He  was  born  in  Jeffersonville, 
Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  February  6,  1847,  a son  °f 
Adam  and  Margaret  (Grunn)  Fredenstine,  natives 
of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  when  young  and 
first  located  in  New  York  City,  later  becoming  res- 
idents of  Jeffersonville,  The  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  1859,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  1857, 
at  the  age  of  forty-six.  In  their  familv  were  four 
children,  namely:  Elizabeth  M.,  wife  of  Peter 

May,  a farmer  of  Fremont  Center,  N.  Y. ; John,  our 
subject;  Philip,  also  an  agriculturist  of  Fremont 
Center ; and  Katie,  deceased  wife  of  Frank  Gardner. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents  John  Freden- 
stine started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  working  for  his  board  and  clothes  for  dif- 
ferent farmers  for  a few  years.  One  summer  he 
carried  water  for  a gravel  train  belonging  to  the 
Erie  Co.  and  then  resumed  farming,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  eighteen  years  of  age.  When  nineteen 
and  a half  years  old  he  began  braking  on  the  rail- 
road, but  subsequently  engaged  in  farming  for 
three  years,  and  in  teaming  in  the  lumber  woods 
for  the  same  length  of  time.  Returning  to  Port 
Jervis  he  worked  on  the  Erie  railroad  for  six  years, 
and  then  went  to  Long  Island,  where  he  held  the 


position  of  baggage  master  and  brakeman  on  the 
Long  Island  railroad  for  a time.  In  January,  1883, 
however,  he  returned  to  Port  Jervis,  and  has  since 
been  uninterruptedly  with  the  Erie  Co.,  as  one  of 
their  most  trusted  employes.  Wherever  known  he 
is  held  in  high  regard,  and  he  has  already  made 
many  new  friends  since  coming  to  Matamoras.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  in  his  social  rela- 
tions a Knight  of  Pythias. 

On  June  29,  1897,  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Fredenstine  wedded  Miss  Sarah  L.  Quick,  who  was 
born  in  the  house  which  is  still  her  home,  a daugh- 
ter of  James  W.  and  Sarah  J.  (Westfall)  Quick, 
also  natives  of  Pike  county,  where  they  spent  their 
entire  lives.  They  were  married  and  died  in  the 
old  homestead  at  Matamoras  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fredenstine,  the  death  of  the  father  occur- 
ring in  April,  1895,  when  he  was  sixty-seven  years 
of  age,  while  the  mother  died  in  June,  1895,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four.  The  remains  of  both  were  buried 
in  Laurel  Grove  cemetery,  Port  Jervis.  In  their 
family  were  only  two  children,  the  elder  being 
Abram  J.,  who  married  Sarah  E.  Bell,  and  is  a con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Port  Jervis.  James  W. 
Quick,  the  father,  was  also  a carpenter  by  trade, 
and  became  one  of  the  leading  contractors  and 
builders  in  this  section.  For  one  year  he  also  ran 
a ferry-boat  between  Port  Jervis  and  Matamoras. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  his  community,  was  a noted  Democratic 
politician,  and  took  a very  active  part  in  public  af- 
fairs. His  worth  and  ability  were  widely  recognized, 
and  he  was  honored  with  a number  of  official' posi- 
tions, including  those  of  treasurer  of  Pike  county, 
which  he  held  for  three  successive  terms,  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  many  years.  He  was  an  hon- 
orable and  straightforward  business  man,  and  due 
success  was  not  denied  him,  as  he  became  quite 
wealthy,  owning  at  one  time  the  greater  part  of  the 
present  site  of  Matamoras.  He  and  his  wife  were 
faithful  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and 
gave  liberally  to  the  support  of  all  enterprises  which 
they  believed  calculated  to  advance  the  moral  or  ma- 
terial interests  of  the  community. 

Mrs.  Fredenstine’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
Roger  and  Louise  (Aerts)  Quick,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Milford,  Penn.,  the  latter  of  Belgium,  and 
he  died  in  Pike  county ; her  death  occurred  in  Brus- 
sels, Belgium,  she  having  returned  to  her  native 
land.  Their  children  were  Victor,  who  married 
Amanda  Cortright ; George,  who  was  drowned; 
Francis,  who  married  Emily  Emaline ; James  W., 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Fredenstine;  and  Benjamin,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  maternal  grandparents  of 
Mrs.  Fredenstine  were  Simeon  C.  and  Sarah  (Cud- 
deback)  Westfall,  natives  of  Pike  county,  Penn., 
and  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  In  their 
family  were  five  children,  namely : Abram,  who 

married  Hannah  Winfield ; Eleanor,  who  died  when 
young ; Peter,  who  was  killed  on  the  railroad ; 
Sarah  J.,  mother  of  Mrs.  Fredenstine;  and  Simeon, 
who  married  Jemima  Van  Etten. 
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BION  W.  BURDICK,  a worthy  citizen  of 
Buckingham  township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  in 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  August  4,  1857.  His 
father,  Caleb  Burdick,  was  a native  of  the  same 
county,  where  lie  grew  to  manhood,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Rhode  Island  to  Miss  Harriet  Edwards,  a 
native  of  that  State,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Edwards,  who  belonged  to  an  old  pioneer  family 
of  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burdick  spent  then- 
entire  married  life  in  Susquehanna  county,  the  fa- 
ther owning  and  operating  a farm  at  Uniondale, 
where  he  died  in  1873.  The  mother  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  son  Daniel,  in  Susquehanna 
county.  The  children  were  born  in  that  county, 
and  in  order  of  birth  are  as  follows : Daniel  B.,  a 

farmer,  born  in  1849,  married  Catharine  Rezeau, 
by  whom  he  has  five  children ; Butler  W.,  born  in 
1851,  was  killed  July  4,  1867,  by  lightning,  while 
attending  a picnic;  Johnnie  died  in  childhood;  Bion 
W.  is  next  in  the  family;  Nathan  J.,  born  in  1861, 
married  Kate  Mayo,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where 
he  follows  engineering. 

After  finishing  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  county,  Bion  W.  Burdick  fol- 
lowed railroading  and  other  lines  of  work  for  some 
time.  In  1874  he  went  to  Rhode  Island,  where 
for  three  years  he  was  emploved  in  a fish-line  fac- 
tory, and  then  returning  to  Susquehanna  county 
gave  his  attention  to  railroading  and  lumbering. 
After  his  marriage  he  located  on  a farm  in  Pres- 
ton township,  Wayne  county,  and  in  1887  removed 
to  his  mother-in-law’s  farm,  in  Buckingham  town- 
ship, which  he  has  since  successfully  operated,  mak- 
ing a specialty  of  dairy  farming,  and  keening  on 
hand  for  that  purpose  a fine  herd  of  Jersey  and 
other  good  milch  cows. 

In  August,  1883,  Mr.  Burdick  wedded  Miss 
Alary  Pitcher,  a native  of  Wayne  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jonas  and  Mary  Pitcher,  honored  pio- 
neers and  prominent  well-to-do  citizens  of  the  coun- 
ty. They  reared  a large  family  of  children,  all  of 
whom  are  married  and  living  in  different  parts  of 
the  county.  One  daughter,  Airs.  Knapp,  resides 
in  Lake  Como ; Etta,  one  of  her  four  children,  was 
educated  at  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
successful  teachers  of  Wayne  county.  Three  chil- 
dren bless  the  union  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Burdick, 
namely:  Howard  D.,  born  in  Wayne  county,  De- 

cember 31,  1890;  Hazel,  born  January  4,  1893;  and 
Warner  Preston,  born  April  8,  1896.  The  par- 
ents hold  membership  in  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Lake  Como,  and  in  the  exercise  of  his 
elective  franchise  Mr.  Burdick  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party. 

FREDERICK  JAAIES.  It  is  not  strange 
that  our  English-born  citizens  should  readily  as- 
similate American  ideals,  and  no  more  loyal  sup- 
porter of  our  government  could  be  found  than  this 
well-known  resident  of  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna 
county,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  boyhood, 
and  entered  the  Union  army  at  the  age  of  seven- 


teen. Two  of  his  brothers  also  served  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  all  made  honorable  records  for  courageous 
conduct.  As  a business  man  Mr.  James  has  won 
high  standing,  while  he  is  a leading  spirit  in  polit- 
ical movements  in  his  section,  his  excellent  judg- 
ment giving  him  much  influence  among  his  asso- 
ciates. 

Air.  James  was  born  August  9,  1844,  near 
Gloucester,  England,  son  of  John  and  Annie 
(Phelps)  James,  both  natives  of  England.  In 
1852  they  came  to  America  with  their  family  and 
settled  first  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
the  father  was  engaged  in  business  for  a few  years 
as  a butcher.  He  then  removed  to  Cherry  Ridge 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  in  1854  to  Salem, 
where  he  bought  a farm.  He  died  there  in  1870, 
aged  eighty-six  years,  and  his  wife  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years,  her  death  occur- 
ring in  1891,  at  the  home  of  a daughter  in  Bethany, 
Wayne  county.  Of  their  children,  all  were  born  in 
England.  (1)  Jane  married  J.  V.  Blake,  a farmer 
at  Bethan.  (2)  John,  a carpenter  at  Honesdale, 
married  Louisa  Menner,  of  that  place,  and  has  one 
son,  George  F.,  a telegraph  operator  at  Carbondale 
for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Railroad  Co.  (3) 
Annie  married  John  Fitze,  of  Alt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
county,  and  they  now  reside  in  Taylor  county,  Wis., 
where  he  is  engaged  in  lumbering.  They  have 
seven  children,  Anna,  Frank,  Kate,  Clara,  Ella, 
Howard  and  Fred.  (4)  Fannie  was  educated  in 
England,  and  became  a successful  teacher  in  Wayne 
county,  where  she  married  Calvin  Palmer,  of  Alt. 
Pleasant,  and  they  now  reside  at  Eau  Claire,  Wis. 
They  have  one  son,  Clarence.  (5)  William  mar- 
ried Miss  Alary  Abbey,  of  Salem,  Wayne  county, 
and  moved  to  Westboro,  Wis.,  where  he  died.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  served  three  years  with  the 
52nd  P.  V.  I.,  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was 
taken  prisoner  near  Richmond,  and  spent  four 
months  at  Salisbury  Prison,  whence  he  was  par- 
doned and  sent  to  Annapolis  for  exchange.  His 
regiment  was  then  sent  farther  South,  where  he 
remained  until  his  term  expired,  and  he  partici- 
pated in  a number  of  battles,  including  those  of 
Beaufort  and  Charleston.  His  wife  survives  him 
with  three  sons,  Charles,  Frank  and  William,  all 
residents  of  Wisconsin,  Charles  and  William  being 
married.  (6)  Henry  enlisted  from  Wayne  coun- 
ty in  Company  C,  67th  P.  V.  I.,  being  sworn  into 
the'service  at  Philadelphia.  He  served  in  the  Third 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  for  one  year  was 
stationed  at  Annapolis,  doing  garrison  duty.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Winchester  in 
1863,  and  held  at  Richmond  from  June  until  Au- 
gust, when  he  was  pardoned  and  sent  to  Annapolis, 
rejoining  his  regiment  in  the  fall  of  1863.  The 
Third  Corps  was  then  transferred  to  the  Sixth 
Corps,  and  his  regiment  took  part  in  many  engage- 
ments of  Grant's  army,  and  later  served  under 
Sheridan  in  all  his  raids.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
Air.  James  came  home,  and  in  1870  he  went  West 
and  married  Aliss  Alary , of  Illinois.  Later 
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he  moved  to  Wisconsin,  where  his  wife  died  leaving- 
two  daughters,  Fannie  and  Mamie,  who  were  reared 
by  our  subject’s  sister,  Mrs.  Fannie  Palmer,  and 
are  now  teachers  in  the  high  school  at  Fond  du 
Lac,  Wisconsin. 

Our  subject  was  but  seven  years  old  when  the 
family  settled  in  Wayne  county,  and  his  education 
was  secured  in  the  district  schools  of  the  home  lo- 
cality. His  studies  were  interrupted  at  the  out- 
break of  the  Rebellion  by  his  enlistment  in  Com- 
pany C,  67th  P.  V.  L,  under  Capt.  Urwiller,  of 
Philadelphia.  Fie  was  mustered  in  at  Philadelphia 
in  October,  1861,  and  early  in  the  following  spring 
was  sent  to  Annapolis,  where  his  regiment  occu- 
pied the  Naval  Academy  as  a camp.  They  were 
held  there  during  the  summer  to  guard  the  railroad 
from  Annapolis  Junction  to  Annapolis,  and  in  the 
fall  were  transferred  to  duty  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  re- 
maining there  until  the  spring  of  1863.  Their  first 
engagement  was  at  Winchester,  under  Millroy, 
where  the  entire  regiment,  with  the  exception  of 
about  sixty  men,  was  captured.  They  were  taken 
to  Richmond  in  cattle  cars,  and  confined  in  Libby 
prison  and  Belle  Isle,  where  they  remained  three 
months,  almost  starved,  many,  indeed,  dying.  Mr. 
James  was  paroled  in  August,  and  came  home  on  a 
short  visit  before  rejoining  his  regiment  at  Cul- 
peper Station.  After  his  return  he  took  part  in 
the  engagements  at  Mine  Run  and  Locust  Grove, 
and  wintered  at  Brandy  Station  with  the  remain- 
der of  the  Sixth  Corps.  At  Locust  Grove  our  sub- 
ject was  wounded  in  the  limb,  being  obliged  to 
stay  in  camp  for  some  time  under  care  of  the  regi- 
mental surgeon.  In  the  spring  of  1864  they  were 
assigned  to  duty  under  Grant,  and  in  the  campaign 
of  the  Wilderness  the  regiment  was  fearfully  cut 
up,  only  a few  men  being  left.  The  remainder, 
after  reaching  Petersburg,  were  sent  with  the  di- 
vision to  Monocacy  Junction,  where  our  forces  were 
whipped  and  driven  back  to  Baltimore.  There  our 
subject’s  company  was  ordered  to  protect  Wash- 
ington, by  keeping  the  Rebels  from  capturing  the 
Baltimore  & Ohio  railroad,  that  being  the  only  open 
road  to  the  North.  Sheridan  then  took  command 
of  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  was  taken  to  Frederick 
City  to  take  part  in  that  General’s  campaign  in  the 
Valley  of  the  Shenandoah.  The  brigade  of  which 
it  formed  a part  did  notable  work  at  the  battle  of 
Winchester,  breaking  their  lines  and  following  Jhe 
retreat  to  Fisher's  Hill.  Afterward  they  partici- 
pated in  the  decisive  battle  of  Cedar  Creek  against 
Ewell.  They  then  marched  to  Strasburg  and  later 
went  to  Petersburg.  They  were  discharged  in 
January,  1865.  While  in  service  our  subject  was 
general  clerk  for  his  company. 

After  his  discharge  Mr.  James  returned  to  his 
home  in  Wayne  county  and  engaged  in  sawmill 
work,  which  he  has  since  followed.  For  some  time 
he  was  connected  with  A.  G.  Hollister’s  mills  at 
Moscow,  and  later  he  resided  at  Hollisterville  and 
then  at  Carbondale,  where  he  was  employed  by  J.  R. 
Brownell.  While  there  he  formed  a partnership  with 


Isaac  Robins,  and  purchased  a mill  near  Herrick 
Center,  on  the  Jefferson  Branch  railroad.  After 
nine  years  he  bought  Mr.  Robins’  interest  in  the 
mill  and  removed  it  to  Herrick  Center,  where  he 
continued  four  years  steadily  in  mill  work.  In 
1886  he  purchased  the  Lanesboro  Mills,  including 
the  grist,  saw  and  planing  mills,  and  a dwelling 
house  with  other  property,  and  in  1888  he  erected 
a fine  house  on  this  property.  In  1897  his  mills 
and  a dwelling  house  were  consumed  by  fire,  his 
losses  amounting  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  but  he 
has  since  rebuilt  his  saw  and  grist  mill.  Politically 
he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  has  served  as  school  director  and 
trustee,  and  was  one  of  the  first  councilmen  chosen 
after  the  borough  was  organized.  In  religious 
faith  he  inclines  toward  the  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  his  parents  were  consistent  members  during 
their  lives. 

In  1869  Mr.  James  married  Miss  Celestia  Bid- 
well,  daughter  of  Russell  and  Maryette  Bidwell, 
natives  of  Connecticut,  and  early  settlers  at  Salem, 
Wayne  county.  She  was  born  August  27,  1847, 
and  received  an  excellent  education  in  the  schools 
of  Wayne  county,  where  she  taught  successfully 
for  some  years  previous  to  her  marriage.  Of  the 
four  children  born  to  this  union  three  are  living: 
(1)  Louisa,,  born  at  Moscow,  February  21,  1871, 
was  a student  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Academy.  She  mar- 
ried M.  L.  Tavlor,  a merchant  at  Lanesboro,  and 
has  two  children,  Russell  and  Bernice.  (2)  Her- 
bert R.,  born  at  Moscow  September  25,  1872,  at- 
tended Mt.  Pleasant  Academy,  and  later  graduated 
from  Wood’s  Business  College,  Scranton.  He  is 
now  associated  with  his  father  in  the  gristmill.  He 
is  not  married.  (3)  Fanny  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years.  (4)  Miss  Florence,  born  at  Her- 
rick January  23,  1879,  is  a graduate  of  the  Lanes- 
boro high  school,  and  has  unusual  gifts  as  a musi- 
cian. 

FREDERICK  W.  EILENBERGER  needs  no 
introduction  to  the  business  men  of  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  whom  he  is  well  known  as  one  of 
the  largest  lumber  merchants  and  grain  dealers  in 
Monroe  county,  and  a man  of  remarkable  business 
talent.  Though  yet  young  in  years,  he  has  placed 
himself  in  a position  and  gained  a standing  in  com- 
mercial circles  attained  by  few  even  in  a long 
lifetime  of  success,  and  he  has  proved  that  he  could 
distinguish  himself  in  other  lines,  if  inclination 
prompted  or  necessity  demanded.  He  is  a citizen 
whom  the  county  may  proudly  claim  as  her  own, 
for  he  was  born  February  25,  1866,  in  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  son  of  John  M.  and  Kate  V.  (Bush) 
Eilenberger. 

As  will  be  seen,  Mr.  Eilenberger  comes  of  an 
ancestry  long  and  favorably  known  in  Monroe  coun- 
ty, his  paternal  great-grandfather,  Andrew  Eilen- 
l erger,  having  been  one  of  the  original  settlers  of 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  then  included  in  North- 
ampton county.  His  son,  Frederick  Eilenberger,  be- 
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came  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Middle 
Smithfield,  where  as  justice  of  the  peace  he  served  for 
a number  of  years,  and  he  was  noted  for  the  justice 
of  his  decisions,  which  were  in  most  cases  satis- 
factory to  all  concerned.  He  married  Miss  Sarah 
Michaels,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  now  living,  viz. : Cath- 

erine, John  M.  and  Louisa.  The  eldest  daughter 
was  born  in  Middle  Smithfield,  and  is  now  the 
widow  of  Jacob  Angle,  of  Stroudsburg,  where  she 
yet  resides ; they  had  a family  of  three  children— 
Rev.  Charles  Angle,  who  is  pastor  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Last  Stroudsburg;  and  Chester  and 
Cora  B.,  both  living  at  home.  All  are  unmarried. 
Louisa  Eilenberger  was  born  in  Middle  Smithfield, 
married  Rev.  John  E.  Switzer,  of  Bethany,  North- 
ampton Co.,  Penn.,  and  has  two  children — Walter 
and  Carrie,  who  reside  in  Bergen  county,  N.  J., 
where  Walter  is  an  extensive  dealer  in  stock  and 
real  estate.  Mr.  Eilenberger  passed  away  in  about 
1862,  at  the  old  home  in  Middle  Smithfield. 

John  M.  Eilenberger  was  born  in  1830  in  Mid- 
dle’ Smithfield,  and  married  Miss  Kate  V.  Bush,  a 
native  of  the  same  town ; they  reside  in  Lower 
Smithfield.  After  his  marriage  he  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  a number  of  years,  but  in  1874 
he  retired  from  the  farm  to  take  up  the  teacher’s 
profession,  which  he  followed  for  sixteen  years  in 
various  parts  of  Monroe  county.  Mr.  Eilenberger 
is  a man  of  unusual  intelligence,  well  educated,  and 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  successful  educators 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  Since  1892  he  has  been 
engaged  in  looking  after  his  farm  interests.  To 
him  and  his  wife  were  born -five  children:  (1) 

Frederick  W.,  (2)  William  B.,  (3)  Louis  D.,  (4) 
Clarence  W.  and  (5)  Clinton  B.  The  eldest  son, 
the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  will  be  mentioned 
more  fully  below.  (2)  William  B.  Eilenberger 
was  born  in  1868,  in  Middle  Smithfield,  and  after 
receiving  his  elementary  education  entered  the 
Kutztown  State  Normal  School,  in  Berks  county, 
Penn.,  from  which  he  graduated.  He  subsequently 
took  a scientific  course  in  Lebanon  (Ohio)  College, 
and  a two-years’  course  in  the  Pennsylvania  State 
University  at  Philadelphia,  studied  law  under  John 
B.  Storm,  of  Stroudsburg,  where  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Eilenberger  & Hoffman,  of  Stroudsburg.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Clara  Rhodes,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  in 
which  town  they  reside.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Catherine.  (3)  Louis  D.  Eilenberger,  born  in 
Smithfield  in  1870,  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Monroe  county  and  became  a suc- 
cessful teacher  here,  following  the  profession  for 
five  years.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has  been  en- 
gaged by  his  brother  Frederick  as  bookkeeper  in  his 
extensive  business.  In  1892  he  married  Miss 
-Minerva  Heller,  of  Stroudsburg,  who  belongs  to  one 
of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  they  have  two  children,  one  son  and  one 
daughter.  They  make  their  home  in  East  Strouds- 
burg. (4)  Clarence  W.  Eilenberger  was  born  in 


1872  in  Smithfield,  received  his  early  education  in 
the  common  schools,  and  later  took  a course  at  the 
State  Normal  in  East  'Stroudsburg,  and  the  Drexel 
institute  of  Architecture  in  Philadelphia;  he  is  now 
successfully  engaged  as  a contractor.  He  is  un- 
married, and  resides  with  his  parents.  (5)  Clin- 
ton B.  Eilenberger,  born  in  1875,  also  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  graduated  from  the  Normal  at 
East  Stroudsburg,  and  he  has  won  recognition  as 
an  intelligent,  scholarly  young  man,  and  one  of  the 
successful  teachers  of  Monroe  county.  Politically 
John  M.  Eilenberger  has  been  identified  all  his  life 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  was  one  of  its 
influential  organizers  in  Monroe  county ; after  the 
Civil  war  he  held  a number  of  offices  in  the  township 
and  county,  and  he  was  a popular  man  in  political 
circles  for  many  years.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife 
have  been  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  for  many  years,  and  they  have  always  given 
liberally  - of  their  influence  and  means  toward  the 
promotion  of  religious  interests  and  the  support  of 
Church  work. 

Our  subject’s  maternal  ancestors  bore  an  hon- 
ored part  in  the  early  history  of  Monroe  county. 
His  great-grandfather,  Henry  Bush,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  1754,  in  Holland,  and  emigrated  to  America  in 
1774.  In  1775  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army, 
serving  throughout  the  Revolutionary  war, . and  he 
was  at  Long  Island,  Trenton  and  Monmouth,  a 
relic  taken  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth  being  now  in 
the  possession  of  our  subject.  After  the  war  Mr. 
Bush  settled  at  Easton,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,* 
which  county  then  included  part  of  Monroe  county. 
He  served  as  one  of  the  first  sheriffs  of  Northamp- 
ton county,  having  been  appointed  to  the  office  by 
the  governor  of  the  State,  and  Mr.  Eilenberger  now 
has  the  seal  which  he  used  while  in  that  incumbency, 
and  afterward  used  by  his  son  Jacob  Bush,  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  who  was  the  first  treasurer  of 
Monroe  county.  About  1805  Henry  Bush,  Sr., 
moved  to  Monroe  county,  settling  near  Marshall’s 
Creek.  He  married  Eva  Hoffman,  born  in  1762, 
and  children  were  born  to  them  as  follows : Sarah, 

1781;  Georg,  1786;  John,  1788;  Henry,  Jr.,  1790; 
Jacob,  1794;  Mary,  1796;  Charles,  1799:  Michael, 
1802;  Daniel,  1805;  Elizabeth,  1807.  This  family 
took  an  active  part  in  the  early  settlement  of 
Monroe  county,  and  the  greater  number  subsequent- 
ly removed  to  Ohio  and  Iowa.  Henry  Bush,  Jr., 
born  in  1790.  at  Easton,  Penn.,  enlisted  for  service 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  with  Gen.  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans. 

Frederick  W.  Eilenberger  has  passed  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  his  native  county.  He 
commenced  work  at  the  early  age  of  ten  years  as  a 
farm  hand  in  Hamilton  township,  where  he  remained 
for  one  year,  and  the  following  five  years  he  was 
engaged  on  a large  truck  farm  near  Paterson,  N.  |. 
When  eighteen  he  commenced  teaching,  following 
that  calling  for  five  years  in  the  winter  seasons : in 
the  summer  time,  for  four  years,  he  was  engaged 
at  the  “Liberty  House,’’  owned  by  his  uncle,  S.  D. 


382 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Bush,  and  in  the  spring  of  1888  he  removed  to  his 
present  location,  becoming-  clerk  in  the  store  of  D. 
M.  Ace.  In  1889,  in  company  with  his  wife’s 
brother,  he  bought  his  present  business.  In  June, 
1887,  Mr.  Eilenberger  had  married  Miss  Amy  Hel- 
ler, the  accomplished  daughter  of  Melchoir  and 
Sarah  Heller,  prominent  residents  of  Smithfield, 
the  former  of  whom  was  in  his  lifetime  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Monroe  county,  and  also 
closely  identified  with  public  affairs  here,  serving  at 
one  time  as  county  treasurer.  He  was  a director 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Stroudsburg.  Mr. 
Heller  died  in  1889,  and  it  was  in  that  year  that  Mr. 
Eilenberger,  in  partnership  with  Frank  Heller,  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  lumber  at  his  father-in- 
law’s  place  of  business,  in  1892  purchasing  his  part- 
ner's interest  in  the  grist  and  sawmill  and  opening- 
up  a lumber  yard.  He  has  also  erected  a planing- 
mill  and  steam  cider-mill  on  the  old  Heller  property, 
and  he  has  continued  to  do  business  here  up  to  the 
present  time,  with  what  success  may  be  judged  from 
the  fact  that  he  now  ranks  among  the  largest  grain 
and  lumber  dealers  of  this  section.  He  furnishes 
the  railroad  company  largely  with  ties  and  all  grades 
of  heavy  building  lumber,  and  his  business  interests 
are  widening  each  successive  year.  Mr.  Eilenberger 
is  possessed  of  business  ability  of  a high  order,  and 
this,  coupled  with  the  spirit  of  progress  character- 
istic of  the  family,  and  the  energy  of  young  man- 
hood, has  enabled  him  to  take  his  place  among  the 
most  experienced  and  capable  business  men  of  the 
county,  among  whom  he  is  thoroughly  respected 
and  liked.  His  transactions  in  any  line  have  al- 
ways been  marked  by  integrity  and  square  dealing, 
and  he  is  highly  esteemed  by  those  in  his  employ, 
wh6m  he  has  endeavored  to  treat  with  a fairness 
and  consideration  which  could  not  fail  to  win  their 
regard  and  admiration. 

Politically  Mr.  Eilenberger  has  followed  in  his 
father’s  footsteps,  working  with  the  Democratic 
party,  in  whose  success  he  has  taken  a deep  interest. 
His  business  affairs,  however,  have  demanded  his 
constant  time  and  attention,  and  he  has  never  been 
an  office-seeker,  though  in  1893  he  received  the 
nomination  for  the  position  of  county  treasurer  and 
was  elected  to  that  incumbency.  He  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office  January  1,  181)4,  and  for  three 
years  held  the  position  with  credit  to  himself  and 
to  his  constituents,  making  an  enviable  record  as  a 
public  servant.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term 
as  treasurer  Mr.  Eilenberger  devoted  himself  to  his 
private  business  interests.  In  1899,  after  one  of  the 
hardest  political  fights  the  county  ever  knew,  he  was 
re-elected  to  that  office  for  a term  of  four  years, 
commencing  January  1,  1900.  Mr.  Eilenberger 
also  served,  as  delegate  to  the  State  convention  that 
nominated  the  Superior  Court  Judges  of  the  Wil- 
liamsport District,  in  company  with  C.  B.  Staples 
and  the  Hon.  R.  S.  Swarts.  He  is  one  of  the  orig- 
inal stockholders  of  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Stroudsburg,  and  he  served  as  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  that  institution  from  its  commencement  until 


1897.  In  May  of  that  year,  through  a strife  of  two 
factions  in  the  school,  he  was  counted  out  of  his  seat 
as  trustee  by  the  opposing  faction  after  he  had  re- 
ceived a majority  of  more  than  fifty  votes  of  the 
stockholders.  Mr.  Eilenberger’s  friends  carried  the 
matter  to  the  courts,  and  won  in  two  trials  in  lower 
courts,  but  the  opposing  party  carried  it  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  which,  in  March,  1899,  decided  in  our 
subject’s  favor,  confirming  the  decision  of  the  home 
court,  and  placed  him  in  his  seat  as  trustee  in  May, 
1899.  He  still  holds  the  position.  The  trial  was 
the  first  of  the  kind  held  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
watched  with  interest  by  all  normal  schools,  the 
question  of  accumulating  of  stock  votes  being 
the  great  legal  point.  The  attorneys  engaged  by 
our  subject’s  friends  were  Hon.  R.  L.  Burnett  and 
Ray  Brittian,  both  of  Stroudsburg. 

Fraternally,  our  subject  belongs  to  East 
Stroudsburg  Lodge  No.  946,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; to  East 
Stroudsburg  Lodge  No.  319,  B.  P.  O.  E. ; to  the 
I.  O.  R.  M.,  of  East  Stroudsburg  (of  which  he  is  a 
charter  member)  ; to  the  Knights  of  Malta,  Twelfth 
degree,  and  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mrs.  Eilenberger  completed  her  schooling  at 
the  Moravian  Ladies’  Seminary,  Bethlehem,  Penn., 
where  she  took  a two-years’  course,  and  previous 
to  her  marriage  taught  what  is  known  as  the  Houser 
Mill  school,  near  Dr.  LIurd’s  Sanitarium,  in  Smith- 
field  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eilenberger  com- 
menced housekeeping  at  Craig’s  Meadows,  near 
Marshall’s  Creek,  in  Smithfield  township,  the  fol- 
lowing- spring  removing  to  their  present  home. 
They  have  a family  of  five  children  : Willie,  Frank, 

Melchoir,  Vera  and  Cleo,  all  of  whom  are  at  home 
with  their  parents. 

EDWARD  L.  FRINK.  Sound  judgment, 
combined  with  fine  ability  in  mechanical  lines  and 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  has  enabled  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  a well-known  resident  of  Bridge- 
water  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  obtain  a 
substantial  success  in  life,  and  his  history  is  of 
special  interest.  He  was  born  at  Montrose,  that 
county,  January  16,  1848,  and  comes  of  a prominent 
old  family  of  the  county. 

Our  subject's  father,  Avary  Frink,  a son  of 
Rufus  Frink,  was  for  several  years  a leading  con- 
tractor and  builder  at  Montrose,  erecting  many  of 
the  principal  buildings  of  that  city,  including  the 
bank,  jail,  leading  business  houses  and  many  fine 
residences.  He  met  with  excellent  success  in  his 
operations,  became  quite  well-to-do,  and  was  one 
of  the  prominent  and  honored  citizens  of  the  county 
seat.  In  early  manhood  he  married  Emily  Leonard, 
who  was  a faithful  wife  and  helpmeet  to  him,  as 
well  as  a loving  mother  to  her  children,  and  a kind 
neighbor  to  those  around  her.  She.  died  in  March, 
1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  and  he  passed 
away  in  July,  1896,  at  the  age  of  eightv-two  years. 
In  politics  he  was  a strong  Republican,  and  in  re- 
ligious faith  a Baptist.  The  children  of  the  family 
were  Charles,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


383 


war,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Montrose ; Edward 
L.,  our  subject;  John  R.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  at  Mitchell,  S.  Dak. ; 
Frederick  S. ; and  Mary  G.,  who  married  Arthur 
Head,  of  Towanda,  Penn.,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one  years. 

Edward  L.  Frink  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  Montrose  for  his  educational  privileges, 
for  in  that  city  he  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth. 
In  1869  he  went  to  Page  county,  Iowa,  when  that 
section  of  the  country  was  still  new  and  wild,  and 
there  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  for  some 
years  and  also  carried  on  farming.  Since  his  re- 
turn to  Susquehanna  county  he  has  followed  the 
same  occupations,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a fine 
farm  of  100  acres,  two  miles  from  Montrose,  in 
Bridgewater  township,  on  which  is  a good  resi- 
dence, a substantial  barn,  a windmill,  good  fences, 
and  in  fact  all  the  accessories  found  upon  a model 
nineteenth-century  farm. 

In  1877  Mr.  Frink  married  Miss  Nelly  Carney, 
a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Carney,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  two  children:  James  and 

Bessie  A.  Mrs.  Frink  is  a most  estimable  lady,  and 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Our  subject  uses 
his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  takes  an 
active  and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs. 
He  is  of  a very  social  and  genial  nature,  and  has 
many  friends  who  esteem  him  highly  for  his  genu- 
ine worth.  Physically  he  weighs  about  200  pounds. 

AFBERT  POST  HINDS.  Among  the  enter- 
prising and  representative  citizens  of  Bridgewater 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  there  is  perhaps 
none  who  is  looked  upon  with  more  respect  than 
the  subject  of  this  review,  who  was  born  on  the  old 
Hinds  homestead,  September  26,  1847,  and  is  a son 
of  W.  B.  Hinds,  also  a native  of  the  county,  and  a 
grandson  of  Conrad  Hinds,  a deacon  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  one  of  its  most  prominent  and 
active  workers.  The  great-grandfather,  Capt. 
Bartlett  Hinds,  served  with  distinction  as  an  officer 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  having 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  maple  sugar  on  the 
present  site  of  the  Montrose  cemetery  over  a cen- 
tury ago. 

W.  B.  Hinds  grew  to  manhood  in  Susquehanna 
county,  and  married  Miss  Betsy  Ann  Backus,  a 
native  of  the  county,  and  a daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Eunice  Backus.  Four  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  as  follows:  Asa;  Albert  Post,  our  subject 

(who  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  family)  ; Samuel; 
and  Mrs.  Hattie  Horton.  The  mother  died  at  the 
ag-e  of  sixty,  the  father  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
Throughout  life  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer,  and  in  his  political  affiliations  was  a Re- 
publican. Both  he  and  his  wife  were  earnest  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  had 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them. 

Albert  P.  Hinds  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 


stead, early  becoming  familiar  with  all  the  duties 
which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  acquir- 
ing his  literary  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  locality.  Thus  was  laid  an  excellent  founda- 
tion for  future  success  in  life,  and  he  has  prospered 
in  his  undertakings.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  of  140  acres  of  well-improved  and  highly 
cultivated  land,  divided  into  meadows,  pastures  and 
fields  of  rich  productiveness.  The  residence  is 
commodious  and  comfortable,  the  barns  and  out- 
buildings are  good,  and  everything  about  the  place 
denotes  the  thrift  and  enterprise,  as  well  as  the  in- 
dustry, of  the  owner.  He  is  also  a successful  stock 
raiser,  keeping  a good  grade  of  cattle  and  horses. 

In  1891  Mr.  Hinds  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Leila  Sweet,  who  had  six  children,  namely: 
Charles,  Mary,  William,  Lila,  John  (a  graduate  of 
a Massachusetts  college),  and  Lizzie  C.  In  re- 
ligious faith  Mrs.  Hinds  is  also  a Baptist.  Our 
subject  bears  high  rank  in  the  community  as  a relia- 
ble and  substantial  citizen,  possesses  a genial  and 
jovial  disposition,  and  he  and  his  wife  have  an  ex- 
tensive circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  BENNETT,  the 
present  postmaster  at  Clifford,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, is  a member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Bennett 
& Rivenburg,  prominent  and  successful  merchants 
of  that  place.  He  is  a recognized  leader  in  business 
affairs,  and  is  a valued  citizen  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  born  on  Orwell  Hill,  Brad- 
ford Co.,  Penn.,  November  8,  1845,  a son  °f  Peter 
and  Mary  (Dimock)  Bennett.  The  father  was 
born  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
November  16,  1817,  a son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Lott)  Bennett,  natives  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
and  pioneers  of  Susquehanna  county,  where  they 
located  in  1810.  Throughout  his  active  business 
life  Peter  Bennett  followed  the  blacksmith’s  trade, 
principally  in  his  native  county,  though  for  five 
years  he  was  a resident  of  Bradford  county,  and  he 
is  now  living  retired  in  Clifford.  He  is  represented 
elsewhere.  At  Orwell,  Penn.,  in  1839,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Dimock,  a native  of  Schoharie  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of  Cicero  and  Mary  Dimock. 
She  died  in  June,  1872,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-two 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Clifford  township.  To 
that  union  three  children  were  born : Elizabeth, 

who  died  young;  Sarah  Emaline,  wife  of  G.  H. 
Stevens,  of  Peckville,  Penn. ; and  Benjamin  F.,  our 
subject.  For  his  second  wife  the  father  married 
Ann  Stewart. 

At  the  age  of  six  months  our  subject  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  and 
he  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  1884.  He 
was  married,  in  Clifford  township,  in  September, 
1866,  to  Miss  Julia  Ann  Doud,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children:  Mamie  E.,  deceased  wife  of 

Dr.  E.  R.  Gardner,  of  Montrose,  Penn. ; and  Glenn, 
at  home.  On  leaving  the  farm,  in  1884,  Mr.  Ben- 
nett purchased  a store  in  Clifford,  of  Julius  Young, 
but  after  conducting  it  for  two  vears  he  sold  to 
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S.  E.  Finn  & Son,  and  during  the  following  ten 
years  engaged  in  farming  and  speculating.  After 
the  death  ot  his  daughter  he  removed  to  Montrose, 
but  a year  later  returned  to  Clifford,  as  his  son  was 
in  poor  health.  On  April  i,  1898,  he  became  inter- 
ested in  his  present  business  with  P.  A.  Rivenburg, 
purchasing  the  stock  of  L.  H.  Decker.  He  is  a 
wide-awake,  energetic  business  man,  and  through 
his  own  well-directed  efforts  has  gained  a com- 
fortable competence.  His  political  support  is  al- 
ways given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  has  filled  the  office  of  school 
director  for  three  years.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him. 

Thomas  N.  Doud,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Bennett, 
was  born  in  Dundaff,  Susquehanna  county,  Janu- 
ary 26,  1817.  a son  of  John  and  Betsy  (Baker) 
Doud,  the  former  a native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
the  latter  of  Vermont.  In  1797,  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  John  Doud  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  with  his  parents,  Isaac  and  (Os- 

borne) Doud,  who  were  the  first  settlers  of  Lenox 
township.  About  1819  they  migrated  to  Ohio, 
where  they  spent  their  last  days,,  the  grandfather 
owning  and  operating  a gristmill  in  that  State. 
In  connection  with  farming,  John  Doud.  also  oper- 
ated a saw  and  grist  mill,  but  during  his  declining 
years  he  lived  retired  with  his  son  Thomas  N.  in 
Clifford  township.  He  was  born  March  28,  1785, 
and  died  March  1,  1873.  In  Dundaff  he  married 
Betsy  Baker,  who  was  born  in  1797,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  the  old  Clifford  cemetery.  She 
was  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
he  was  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  Their 
children  were  Franklin,  deceased;  Anna,  deceased 
wife  of  Ethan  Warren ; Susan,  deceased  wife  of 
Edwin  Worth;  Harrison,  deceased;  Thomas  N., 
our  subject;  Elizabeth,  a widow,  who  (first)  mar- 
ried Skidmore  Tompkins,  and  (second)  Rev.  Gray, 
a Baptist  minister;  Jeremiah,  John  and  George,  all 
deceased. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  Thomas  N.  Doud  purchased  a 
small  farm  in  Clifford  township,  which  he  cleared 
and  cultivated  until  selling  it  in  1867.  Subse- 
quently he  bought  and  sold  a number  of  farms,  and 
throughout  his  active  business  life  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  but  since  1884  has  lived  retired 
in  the  village  of  Clifford,  enjoying  a well-earned 
rest.  He  was  ever  a hard-working  man,  and  com- 
manded the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  either  in  business  or  social  life. 
Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

In  Clifford  township,  November  7,  1839,  Mr. 
Doud  was  married,  by  Rev.  Charles  Miller,  to  Miss 
Esther  J.  Hunter,  and  to  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mortimer  H.,  deceased;  Julia  Ann, 

wife  of  Benjamin  F.  Bennett,  of  Clifford ; and  Har- 
riet, deceased.  Mrs.  Doud  is  a most  estimable  lady, 
and,  like  her  husband,  has  many  friends.  She  was 


born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  October  18,  1816, 
a daughter  of  Robert  L.  and  Esther  ( Clark ) Hun- 
ter, the  former  also'  a native  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Vermont.  In  1837  they  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  and  located  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, where  her  father  followed  blacksmithmg 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  born 
December  8,  1775,  and  died  September  18,  1864, 
while  his  wife  was  born  June  28,  1780,  and  died 
January  20,  1848,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  Clifford  cemetery.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Mary,  born  August  25,  1799,  who 

married  Abner  Wells;  James  C.,  born  July  19,  1801  ; 
Elizabeth,  born  September  10,  1803,  who  married 
John  Wells;  John  T.,  born  April  10,  1806;  Thomas 
M.,  born  June  10,  1808 ; Sally  A.,  born  November 
28,  1810,  who  married  Coleman  Tompkins ; Har- 
riet, born  March  5,  1813,  who  married  Bradner 
Small;  Robert  L.,  born  May  17,  1814;  Esther  J., 
born  October  18,  1816,  wife  of  Thomas'  N.  Doud; 
Louisa,  born  May  9,  1820,  who  married  Alonzo 
Rivenburg;  and  Julia  M.,  born  October  26,  1822, 
the  widow  of  Daniel  Tiffany.  The  only  survivors 
are  Mrs. 'Doud  and  Mrs.  Tiffany. 

ROBERT  K.  VAN  ETTEN  (deceased).  The 
“Conashaugh  Spring  House,”  in  Delaware  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  twelve  miles  from  Port  Jervis, 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  many  summer 
hotels  in  this  region,  and  its  proprietors  have  won 
an  enviable  reputation  by  their  judicious  manage- 
ment. The  place  has  many  natural  advantages, 
and  the  house,  which  stands  one  hundred  yards 
from  Conashaugh  creek,  and  two  hundred  yards 
from  the  Delaware  river,  commands  a most  charm- 
ing view  in  every  direction.  The  farm  comprises 
1 13  acres,  and  the  choice  fruits,  vegetables  and 
other  products  supply  the  table  with  seasonable 
viands.  Year  by  year  the  fame  of  the  place  has 
grown,  and  a pleasant  and  refined  circle  of  guests 
meet  there  each  summer  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of 
outdoor  life,  combined  with  those  of  a well-ordered 
and  home-like  hotel. 

Mr.  Van  Etten  was  born  May  6,  1816,  in  Dela- 
ware township,  about  half  a mile  from  his  late 
home.  He  belonged  to  a distinguished  Colonial 
family,  his  ancestors  having  come  from  Etten,  in 
the  province  of  North  Brabant,  Holland,  prior  to 
1660,  and  settled  at  Kingston,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y. 
The  name  is  variously  spelled  in  the  early  records 
as  Van  Etten,  Van  Netten,  Van  Atta  and  Van  Nat- 
ten.  Among  the  first  entries  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  of  Kingston  is  that  of  the  marriage 
of  Jacob  Jansen  Youngman  von  Etten,  in  Brabant, 
to  Anne  Adriance,  from  Amsterdam,  in  1665. 
Jacob  made  his  home  in  the  town  of  Hurley,  L lster 
county,  where  he  died  in  1690,  leaving  a widow  and 
nine  children,  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  the  sons 
being:  John,  born  in  1665:  Peter;  Arien,  1670; 

Manuel,  1681  ; and  Jacobus  or  James,  1685.  In 
1718  the  estate  was  divided  among  the  children  by 
conveyance  from  the  widow,  and  the  sons,  with 
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ir  families,  began  to  seek  new  homes  on  the 
dson,  and,  later,  in  the  valley  of  the  Delaware. 

(II)  John  Van  Etten,  the  eldest  son  and  the 
next  in  line  of  descent  in  which  we  are  now  inter- 
ested, resided  in  the  towns  of  Hurley  and  Roch- 
ester, Ulster  county.  He  was  married,  abont  1692, 
to  rane  Roosa,  daughter  of  Alien  Roosa,  and  had  a 
1 ge  family,  chief! v daughters. 

(III)  Jacob  Van  Etten,  son  of  John  (II),  was 

born  in  1696,  and  is  the  progenitor  of  the  branch 
of  the  family  now  in  the  Delaware  Valley.  On 
April  22,  1719,  he  married  Anna  Westbrook,  a na- 
tive of  Kingston,  and  for  some  years  they  resided 
at  Nightsfield,  or  “Nvtsfield,’’  in  the  town  of  Roch- 
ester, Ulster  county.  In  1730  he  removed  with  his 
family  and  several  of  his  married  sisters  to  the 
Delaware  Valley,  locating  at  Namanoch,  on  the 
New  Jersey  side.  In  1745  he  bought  a tract  of 
land  in  what  is  now  Delaware  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty, opposite  Namanoch  Island,  and  this  estate  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants.  He  was 
a prominent  worker  in  the  old  Minisink  Church, 
organized  in  1737,  and  he  and  some  of  his  sons 
served  as  officials  in  that  society.  His  children 
were:  John,  horn  in  1720;  Helena  or  Magdalena, 

horn  in  1721,  who  married  Rev.  John  Caspar  Fry- 
enmoet,  first  regular  pastor  of  the  Minisink,  Wall- 
pack  and  Mahakkemack  Churches ; Cornelius,  horn 
in  1723;  Anthony,  1726:  Jane,  1728;  Johannes, 
1730;  Sarah,  1736;  and  Richard,  1739. 

(IV)  Johannes  Van  Etten  was  horn  at  Nama- 

noch, N.  J.,  and  was  married,  in  1750,  at  Napanoch, 
Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Maria  Gonzoles,  the  record 
being  preserved  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 
He  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  and  during  the  Indian 
troubles  won  renown  as  a fighter,  being  captain 
of  a volunteer  company  which  did  effective  service 
about  1756.  He  also  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  By  his  first  wife,  Maria  Gonzoles,  of  Ulster 
countv,  N.  Y.,  he  had  eleven  children,  among  whom 
were  Magdalena,  horn  in  1751;  Manuel,  1 75-+ 1 
Rymerick,  1756;  Johannes,  Jr.,  1759:  Elizabeth, 
1762;  James  (or  Anthony),  1763:  Catherine,  1771  ; 
and  Simeon,  1776.  Two  of  these  sons  were 
wounded  in  a fight  with  Indians,  and  a son-in-law, 
named  Ennis,  was  killed.  By  his  second  wife, 
Rachel  Williams  (widow  of  Daniel  Decker),  he  had 
four  children:  Daniel,  horn  in  1780;  Cornelius,  our 

subject's  father;  Solomon,  horn  February  12,  1789 : 
and  Dorothy,  who  married  John  Lattimore. 

(Y)  Cornelius  Van  Etten,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  horn  in  Delaware  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  December  8,  1782,  and  passed  his  life  there, 
dying  in  1869.  His  wife,  Anna  Smith,  was  a native 
of  Sussex  countv,  N.  J.  Their  remains  are  buried 
at  Milford.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Rachel,  deceased,  who  married  Philip  McCarty: 
Solomon,  deceased,  who  married  a Miss  Meatier; 
Amos,  who  married  Lydia  Traw;  Robert  K.,  our 
subject;  Catherine:  Margaret,  who  married  Benja- 
min Cole:  Mary ; and  Amanda,  who  married  Henry 
M..  Courtright. 

C5 


Our  subject  was  reared  at  the  old  homestead, 
gaining  a thorough  knowledge  of  farm  work,  and 
his  education  was  obtained  m the  district  schools 
of  the  locality.  I11  1837  an(!  his  brother  Solo- 
mon built  a small  one  and  a half  story  house  of 
seven  rooms  on  the  site  of  the  present  hotel,  and 
made  their  home  there,  and  it  was  not  until  1873 
that  Mr.  Van  Etten  began  to  entertain  summer 
tourists.  At  that  time  he  built  a new  house,  which 
would  accommodate  about  twenty-five  guests.  In 
1884  the  firm  of  R.  K.  Van  Etten  & Sons  was  or- 
ganized, the  sons  being  John  and  James,  and  in  that 
years  the  first  addition  was  built.  The  demand 
increasing  each  year,  they  gradually  enlarged  the 
place,  which  now  has  100  rooms,  accommodating 
175  guests,  and  their  establishment  is  one  of  the 
leading  hotels  on  the  river.  Mr.  Van  Etten  was 
prominent  in  local  politics,  being  a stanch  Demo- 
crat. He  died  at  his  home  August  20,  1899,  aged 
eighty-three  years,  three  months  and  fourteen  days, 
and  is  buried  in  Delaware  cemetery,  Dingman's, 
Pennsylvania. 

On  September  6,  1843,  Mr.  Van  Etten  was 
married,  at  Stroudsburg,  by  Charles  Minche,  Esq., 
to  Miss  Eliza  Palmer,  and  eight  children  have 
blessed  the  union : Emma  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 

years  and  four  months.  Lydia  A.  married  Frank 
Singmaster,  a farmer  at  Washington,  Iowa.  Cor- 
nelius married  Helen  Gordon,  and  resides  at 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  conducts  a meat  business ; 
they  have  three  sons,  Harry,  James  and  Frank. 
Mary  married  James  Brown,  a merchant  of  Strouds- 
burg, and  they  have  one  son,  Robert.  Miss  Hannah 
is  at  home.  John  P.  and  James  P.  resided  with  our 
subject,  being  connected  with  him  in  business. 
Maggie,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Frank  Kerr,  of 
Newark,  N.  J. ; she  left  a daughter,  Carrie.  Mrs. 
Van  Etten  was  horn  July  28,  1821,  in  Ulster  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  March  21,  1899.  Her  grandpar- 
ents, Overdier  and  Catherine  ( Hallock ) Palmer, 
were  residents  of  New  York  City.  John  Palmer, 
her  father,  was  also  a native  of  Ulster  county, 
moved  to  Stroudsburg  in  1836,  and  engaged  in 
business  as  a drover,  butcher  and  farmer.  His 
last  days  were  spent  in  retirement  in  Stroudsburg, 
where  he  died  in  1873,  aged  eighty-two  years.  His 
wife,  Mary  A.  Baker,  who  died  in  Stroudsburg  in 
1869,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  was  born  in  Lon- 
don, England,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  A. 
( Fitch ner)  Baker,  both  natives  of  that  country. 
Mrs.  Van  Etten  was  the  eldest  of  a large  family  of 
children,  the  others  being:  Mary  A.,  deceased,  who 

married  Augustus  Carmer ; James,  a retired  resi- 
dent of  Stroudsburg,  who  married  Harriet  Shafer ; 
William,  who-  married  Libbie  Phipps,  and  resides 
in  Stroudsburg:  Catherine,  widow  of  James  Mitch- 
ell, of  Brvan,  Ohio:  Sydenham  W.,  deceased,  who 
married  Frances  Green,  and  made  his  home  in 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  conducted  a meat  market ; 
Phoebe,  a successful  physician  at  Stroudsburg,  who 
married  George  Hagenbaugh  ; Anna,  wife  of  Jacob 
Miller,  a retired  resident  of  Stroudsburg;  John,  a 
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real-estate  agent  at  Stroudsburg,  who  married  Susan 
Williams;  Jennie,  wife  of  Samuel  Brown,  a com- 
mission merchant  at  Williamsport,  Penn.;  and  Tur- 
ner, who  married  Virginia  Dolby  (he  conducts  a 
boarding  house  near  Stroudsburg,  and  is  also  a 
traveling  agent  for  a business  firm ) . 

John  P.  Van  Etten  was  born  at  the  present 
home  December  15,  1858,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools.  He  was  married,  No- 
vember 5,  1889,  to  Miss  Susan  Dusenberry,  who 
died  February  11,  1899.  They  had  no  children. 
His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

James  P.  Van  Etten  was  born  January  11, 
1862,  and  was  educated  principally  in  the  common 
schools,  finishing  with  one  year  at  Prof.  Clark’s 
Institute,  in  Stroudsburg.  In  1881  he  engaged  111 
the  grocery  business,  in  which  he  continued  some 
two  years  in  Stroudsburg,  with  the  firm  of  J.  P. 
Brown.  Tiring  of  this,  fie  returned  home,  where 
he  has  since  remained.  He  is  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  been  honored  with  election  to  office, 
but  resigned.  He  has  been  postmaster  at  Cona- 
shaugh  since  July,  1888,  when  he  had  the  office  es- 
tablished. Fraternally  he  was  formerly  a member 
of  the  Red  Men’s  lodge  at  Stroudsburg.  James  P. 
Van  Etten  was  married,  November  29,  1899,  to 
Louise  Weightman,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Weightman,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  • 

In  1895  the  Van  Etten  brothers,  John  and 
James,  branched  out  and  engaged  in  the  telephone 
business,  building  the  first  line  in  Pike  county,  the 
one  from  Port  Jervis  to  Bushkill,  which  they  still 
own.  In  1896  they  established  central  offices,  run 
branch  lines,  and  gave  a county  service,  connecting 
every  town  in  the  county.  They  also  have  a one- 
half  interest  in  the  Sussex  line  and  a one-fourth 
interest  in  the  Port  Jervis  line,  and  own  altogether 
some  300  miles  of  telephone.  They  established  the 
Sussex  (N.  J.)  telephone  line  in  1897,  in  company 
with  Dr.  Miller,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  in 
company  with  the  Port  Jervis  business  men,  they 
organized  the  Port  Jervis  line,  having  been  the 
moving  spirits  in  this  enterprise  in  Pike  county. 

W.  B.  LATHROP,  a well-known  and  highly 
respected  citizen  of  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  for  many  years  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  section, 
but  recently  has  represented  a Cincinnati  firm  on 
the  road,  as  traveling  salesman,  and  on  June  16, 
1899,  entered  upon  his  duties  as  traveling  sales- 
man for  the  Steel  Range  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
He  possesses  many  of  the  characteristics  essential 
to  the  successful  business  man,  including  tireless 
energy,  keen  perception,  sound  judgment,  and  the 
happy  faculty  of  easily  making  friends  of  those 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

The  Lathrop  family  was  originally  from  New 
York,  and  in  Unadilla,  that  State,  our  subject's 
grandfather  made  his  home  for  many  years  prior 
to  his  death.  His  father,  Elisha  Lathrop,  was  born 


and  reared  there,  and  when  a young  man  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  He  began  farming  in 
Brooklyn  township,  but  later  removed  to  Lathrop 
township,  where  he  carried  on  operations  as  a gen- 
eral farmer  until  his  death,  about  twenty  years  ago. 
Politically  he  was  a Republican,  and  was  at  one 
time  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he 
served  as  deacon.  He  was  married,  in  Brooklyn 
township,  to  Miss  Jemima  Mack,  a daughter  of 

Elisha  and  (Rice)  Mack.  She  died  in 

1863,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  Eight  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  namely : Edward,  who 

went  to  California  and  other  portions  of  the  West, 
where  he  worked  for  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad, 
but  his  whereabouts  are  now  unknown ; Augustus, 
who  was  in  the  United  States  navy,  and  died  at 
Norfolk,  Va.,  in  1855  ; Mary,  wife  of  B.  C.  Will- 
iams, who  was  born  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and 
became  a carpenter  at  Rockford,  111.,  being  now 
retired  from  business ; Le  Roy,  a resident  of  Cass 
county,  111.,  and  the  oldest  engineer  on  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  & Quincy  railroad,  running  between 
Beardstown  and  St.  Louis ; Samantha,  deceased 
wife  of  S.  E.  Sutton,  of  Springville  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; Eveline,  wife  of  Anders  West- 
brook, of  Rockford,  111.,  also  a retired  carpenter ; 
W.  B.,  our  subject;  and  Erwin,  a railroad  employe 
residing  in  Kansas. 

W.  B.  Lathrop  was  born  in  Lathrop  township, 
February  14,  1842,  and  worked  on  a farm  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  old.  He  received  a common- 
school  education  and  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
farm  work  during  his  youth,  and  on  leaving  home, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  worked  for  his  father- 
in-law  in  Clinton  township,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn. 
Later  he  was  employed  for  one  year  in  the  storage 
house  of  U.  M.  Stowars  & Co.,  at  Scranton,  Penn. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  entered  the  construction 
corps  in  September,  1864,  being  engaged  in  car- 
penter and  bridge  work  until  February,  1865,  when 
lie  was  detailed  to  travel  with  a geographical  en- 
gineer, A.  M.  Rockwell,  of  Tennessee,  who  was 
sent  by  the  War  Department  to  take  sketches  and 
make  maps  of  fortifications  and  railroads.  Their 
first  work  was  to  take  the  dimensions  of  Gen. 
Grant's  headquarters  at  City  Point,  a large  white 
house,  the  only  one  of  any  note  at  that  place.  Mr. 
Rockwell  and  Mr.  Lathrop  went  to  Petersburg  the 
day  after  the  evacuation,  the  first  place  visited  being 
the  postoffice,  and  it  being  a day  of  "free  delivery,” 
each  man  helped  himself,  Mr.  Lathrop  still  having 
some  of  the  mail  matter  in  his  possession.  Our 
subject  next  visited  the  capitol  at  Richmond,  Va. 
(and  has  documents  obtained  there  also),  and  the 
house  of  "Uncle”  Jeff.  Davis,  but  Mr.  Davis  had 
fled,  and  the  house  was  draped  with  mourning. 
Returning  to  the  construction  corps,  he  remained 
with  same  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  hon- 
orably discharged  June  8,  1865.  On  his  return  to 
Wyoming  county,  he  was  employed  for  two  years 
with  D.  B.  Oakes  & Co.,  wholesale  grocers,  of 
Scranton,  and  then  came  to  Springville  township, 
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Susquehanna  county,  purchasing  ioo  acres  of  par- 
tially improved  land,  upon  which  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  1890.  He  then  rented  his  iarm  and 
went  upon  the  road  as  a traveling  salesman  for  the 
Bucket,  Pump  & Water  Purifier  Co.,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  with  which  he  is  still  connected,  though  he 
returned  to  his  farm  in  1898  and  resumed  general 
farming  and  stock  raising. 

In  Wyoming  county  Mr.  Lathrop  was  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Carr,  a daughter  of  Caleb  and 
Hannah  (Gardner)  Carr.  She  was  born  in  1844, 
and  departed  this  life  in  June,  1886.  In  his  polit- 
ical affiliations  Mr.  Lathrop  is  a stalwart  Repub- 
lican. Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  of  Lathrop  township,  and 
socially  belongs  to  Masonic  Lodge  No.  445,  of 
Harford;  Maple  Lodge  No.  992,  1.  O.  O.  L.,  of 
Springville ; the  Grand  Army  Post,  of  Auburn  Four 
Corners ; and  the  Grange,  of  Hop  Bottom.  He  is 
a man  of  much  prominence  in  the  community  in 
which  he  lives,  being  quite  popular  with  all  classes, 
and  his  friends  are  many. 

ALMERON  D.  FISH,  a worthy  and  honored 
citizen  of  Franklin  Forks,  is  a native  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  born  in  South  Gibson  township,  May 
13,  1846,  and  is  a son  of  Rev.  Alva  H.  and  Sarah 
(Vance)  Fish,  of  Great  Bend,  same  county,  where 
the  former  was  born  April  9,  1816,  the  latter  April 
26,  1814.  For  half  a century  the  father  was  a min- 
ister in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  was  an  untiring 
laborer  in  the  Master’s  vineyard,  pie  died  in  Lib- 
erty township,  January  19,  1891,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  at  the  same  place  December  2,  1889, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the  Lawsville 
cemetery.  To  them  were  born  four  children,  name- 
ly : John  W.,  who  was  killed  in  the  lumber  woods, 

in  1858,  by  a falling  tree;  Almeron  D.,  our  subject; 
Martha,  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Alva 
P.,  an  attorney  at  that  place.  Our  subject’s  pater- 
nal grandparents,  Rufus  and  Anna  (Adams)  Fish, 
were  natives  of  Vermont,  and  on  coming  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day,  took  up 
their  residence  in  Great  Bend  township.  Their 
children  were  Rufus,  Asa,  Alva  H.,  Erastus,  So- 
phrona  (wife  of  Salem  Howard),  and  Sybil  (wife 
of  Otis  Howard,  a brother  of  her  sister’s  husband). 
The  maternal  grandparents,  James  and  Charity 
(Comfort)  Vance,  were  natives  of  New  York,  and 
also  pioneers  of  Susquehanna  county,  spending 
their  last  days  in  Franklin  township. 

L~pon  the  home  farm  Almeron  D.  Fish  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  aiding  in  its  labors  and  at- 
tending the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
In  Franklin  township  he  was  married.  October  3, 
1874,  to  Miss  Marilla  E.  Watson,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  two  sons,  Duane  and  Richard  M.,  both 
at  home.  Mrs.  Fish  was  born  in  that  township, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Andrew  and  Susan  A.  (Web- 
ster) Watson,  the  former  a native  of  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
father  was  born  January  9,  1809,  and  when  a child 


came  to  Susquehanna  county  with  his  parents, 
James  and  Betsy  Watson,  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
on  their  emigration  to  the  United  States  located  in 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  where  the  grandfather 
conducted  a grocery  store  for  some  time,  but  on 
coming  to  Susquehanna  county  he  devoted  his  ener- 
gies to  farming  in  Franklin  township.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Betsy,  wife  of  David  Banker ; David  and 
John,  twins;  Jeremiah;  Andrew,  father  of  Mrs. 
Fish;  Mary,  wife  of  Nathan  P.  Wheaton;  Esther, 
the  second  wife  of  David  Banker;  James;  and  Will- 
iam. Mrs.  Fish's  mother  was  born  April  22,  1814, 
and  was  only  three  years  old  when  brought  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  by  her  parents,  Rev.  John  and 
Prudence  (Merritt)  Webster,  natives  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  whose  family  were  three  children,  the 
others  being  Henry  and  John  C.  All  of  the  family 
are  now  deceased.  Andrew  Watson  was  a leading 
farmer  of  Franklin  township,  was  called  upon  to 
serve  in  a number  of  local  offices,  and  both  lie  and 
his  wife  were  active  and  prominent  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  died  February  9,  1889,  and 
she  passed  away  in  January,  1894,  both  being  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Lawsville  cemetery.  In  their  family 
were  six  children : Eliza,  wife  of  C.  D.  Bryant,  a 

farmer  of  Anderson  county,  Ivans. ; Lucina,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  pSusan  E.,  wife  of 
E.  S.  Foote,  of  Lanesboro,  Penn. ; Martha  E.,  wife  of 
John  A.  Store,  of  Harmony  township,  Susque- 
hanna county;  Marilla  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Richard,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Mr.  Fish  possesses  considerable  musical  talent, 
and  is  especially  proficient  in  that  art.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  commenced  teaching  vocal 
music,  and  successfully  followed  that  profession 
through  the  winter  months  for  thirteen  years,  while 
the  summer  seasons  were  devoted  to  farm  work. 
When  seventeen  he  purchased  a small  farm  in  Lib- 
erty township,  adjoining  his  father’s  place,  and  to 
it  added  more  land  eleven  years  later,  when  he  lo- 
cated thereon,  making  it  his  home  for  four  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Franklin 
township  and  purchased  his  father-in-law’s  farm, 
comprising  140  acres,  to  the  cultivation  and  further 
improvement  of  which  he  devoted  his  energies  until 
1896.  While  living  there  he  and  his  wife  cared  for 
her  parents  until  they  were  called  to  the  world  be- 
yond. Since  1896  he  has  made  his  home  in  Frank- 
lin Forks  and  has  lived  retired  from-active  labor, 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  is  well 
posted  on  the  current  events  as  well  as  political 
questions  and  issues,  and  is  now  a supporter  of  the 
Prohibition  party,  though  he  was  formerly  a Re- 
publican. He  has  served  as  inspector  of  elections 
and  township  auditor,  and  has  ever  given  a cheer- 
ful support  to  those  measures  which  he  believes 
would  prove  of  public  benefit. 

GEORGE  R.  HIBBARD,  a well-to-do  farmer 
and  landowner  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county.belongs  to  one  of  the  early  settled  families  of 
this  region,  and  is  a native  of  the  township  in  which 
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lie  makes  his  home,  having  been  born  August  25, 
1853,  on  his  father's  farm  in  Auburn. 

Mr.  Hibbard’s  grandparents,  Andrew  and  Mil- 
lie (Justin)  Hibbard,  natives  of  Connecticut,  came 
to  Susquehanna  county  and  settled  in  Auburn  town- 
ship in  about  1820,  dying  on  the  farm  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  their  grandson,  Benton  I.  Hibbard. 
Their  remains  rest  in  the  Jersey  Hill  cemetery. 
Andrew  Hibbard  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  He  was  the  father  of  five  chil- 
dren : John,  of  Rush  township;  Judson  E. ; Phil- 

ander ; Carlisle,  of  Bernice,  Penn. ; and  Stearl,  de- 
ceased. 

Judson  E.  Hibbard  was  born  March  31,  1825, 
in  Auburn  township,  near  the  farm  which  he  aft- 
erward owned,  and  he  followed  farming  all  his  days. 
When  he  moved  to  the  place  it  was  still  a wilder- 
ness, and  he  made  the  first  clearing  for  his  log 
cabin,  continuing  to  improve  and  cultivate  the 
tract  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  18,  1898. 
Pie  was  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  On 
October  16,  1849,  he  was  married,  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, to  Miss  Sarah  Hay,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 25,  1828,  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Susan  ( Alverson  ) Hay,  who  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1849  and  followed  farming  in 
Auburn  township.'  Mrs.  Hibbard  survives  her  hus- 
band, living  with  her  son  Benton  on  the  old  home 
farm.  Of  the  children  that  blessed  this  union,  Ed- 
ward L.,  born  August  13,  1850,  is  a miller  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.  Philander,  born  February  26,  1852, 
is  a farmer  in  Silver  Lake  township.  George  R. 
is  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines.  Anna  F.,  born 
May  31,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  Jerris  Brugler,  a farmer 
of  Jessup  township.  Mary  E.,  born  February  7, 
1857,  is  the  wife  of  Alex.  Stevens,  a farmer  of  Au- 
burn township.  William,  born  January  31,  1859, 
is  a farmer  and  speculator  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship. James  F.,  born  April  1,  1861,  is  express 

agent  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  Alfred  B.,  born 
June  6,  1864,  is  engaged  as  clerk  in  a store  at  Wilkes 
Barre.  Elmer  E.,  born  March  12,  1866,  died  July 
18,  1898.  Jessie  M.,  born  May  7,  1872,  died  Jan- 
uary 6,  1876.  Benton  I.,  born  March  24,  1877, 
lives  on  the  old  home  farm  with  his  mother.  Mrs. 
Hibbard  is  a devout  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

George  R.  Hibbard  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood  and  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  living  with  his  parents  until  he 
took  up  his  residence  on  his  present  farm,  in  March, 
1884.  He  is  considered  one  of  the  thrifty  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  of  the  section,  and  by  good 
management  and  industry  has  succeeded  in  gaining 
a comfortable  income  from  his  farm,  which  com- 
prises 133  acres  of  fertile  land,  and  which  under  his 
watchful  care  is  growing  steadily  in  value.  Mr. 
Hibbard  is  thorough  in  all  his  work,  and  is  con- 
stantly improving  and  beautifying  his  place,  having 
a neat  and  pleasant  home.  He  is  a Republican  in 
political  faith,  but  be  devotes  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  to  his  private  interests,  though  he  takes  a 
loyal  pride  in  the  advancement  of  the  community  in 


which  he  resides.  He  was  married  December  17, 
1884,  in  Rush  township,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Ervin,, 
who  was  born  December  17,  1861,  in  Warren  county, 
N.  J.,  daughter  of  J.  J.  Ervin,  of  Rush  township, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  seven  children,  as 
follows:  Viola,  October  1,  1885;  Tessie  M.,  Jan- 

uary 11,  1887;  Arthur,  February  11,  1889;  Ethel, 
June  6,  1892;  Floyd  E.  and  Flora  D.,  twins,  August 
31,  1895;  and  Annabell  Mildred,  May  21,  1899, 
living. 

C.  M.  PIINKLEY,  a prominent  representative 
farmer  of  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
belongs  to  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
the  county,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Samuel 
Hinkley,  who  came  to  the  New  YVorld  in  1635  and 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Barnstable,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Our  subject's  grandfather,  Josiah  Hinkley,  was 
a native  of  Roxbury,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  on 
coming  to  Pennsylvania  first  located  in  Abington 
township,  Lackawanna  county,  where  he  purchased 
property  and  engaged  in  farming,  spending  his  last 
days,  however,  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  his  death  occurred.  His  children, 
all  now  deceased,  were  as  follows : Anna,  who 

married  Abner  Rose,  and  resided  in  Abington ; 
Hevland,  whose  descendants  live  in  Lackawanna 
county;  Abijah,  whose  home  was  in  Susquehanna 
and  Wyoming  counties,  Penn. ; Hannah,  wife  of 
Robert  English,  of  New  York  State;  John,  of  Wy- 
oming county  ;*  Betsy,  wife  of  William  Hurley,  of 
Scott  township,  Wyoming  county ; Delight,  wife  of 
Jariah  Meade,  whose  home  was  in  the  West:  Mar- 
quis, father  of  our  subject;  Margaret,  wife  of 
Josiah  Wickmire,  whose  home  was  in  Lenox  and 
Auburn  townships,  Susquehanna  county;  Benja- 
min, who  spent  his  life  in  Wyoming  and  Susque- 
hanna counties;  and  Josiah,  Jr.,  who  probably  died 
young. 

Marquis  Hinkley  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
N.  Y.,  February  23,  1813,  and  was  only  four  years 
old  when  the  family  removed  to  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  eighteen  when  they  took  up  their 
residence  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
There  he  began  life  for  himself,  later  living  in 
Brooklyn  and  Lathrop  townships,  and  in  1848  came 
to  Dimock  township,  first  locating  in  the  western 
part.  Eight  years  later,  however,  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  partially  improved  land  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  township,  fifty  acres  of  which  had 
been  cleared,  and  he  devoted  his  attention  to  its  fur- 
ther improvement  and  cultivation,  adding  to  the 
original  purchase  more  land  in  Dimock  township, 
near  the  Four  Corners.  About  forty-'three  years  ago 
he  built  a sawmill,  which  he  operated  in  his  own  in- 
terests and  .for  others  for  sixteen  years.  In  1837 
he  wedded  Miss  Mary  L.  Maryott,  who  was  born 
in  Brooklyn  township,  November  20,  1817,  a daugh- 
ter-of  William  and  Mary  (Lamfield)  Maryott.  Her 
father,  a native  of  Connecticut,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Brooklyn  township,  where  he  died.  Mr. 
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Hinkley  died  December  23,  1876,  but  his  wife  is 
.still  living,  making  her  home  in  Dimock  township. 
Both  were  faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted,  October  15,  1862, 
in  the  17th  Penn.  Cavalry,  but  being  injured  in 
the  retreat  from  Chancellorsville  he  was  unfitted  for 
further  service.  Of  the  fourteen  children  born  to 
Marquis  Hinkley  and  wife,  nine  are  still  living, 
namely : Almyra,  who  has  carried  on  a book  and 
stationery  store  at  Williamsport,  Penn.,  for  ten 
years ; William,  who  served  his  full  term  of  enlist- 
ment in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  on  his  way  home : 
Asenath,  deceased  wife  of  Lewis  F.  Griff,  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Williamsport ; Susan,  wife  of  Israel 
.Reynolds,  of  Dimock  township ; Alma,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  six  years;  C.  M.,  our  subject;  Olive, 
wife  of  Charles  Moore,  of  Susquehanna ; a daugh- 
ter who  died  in  infancy  unnamed;  Emma  Jean, 
wife  of  Daniel  Crossen,  of  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county;  George  W.,  a farmer  of  West 
Nicholson,  Penn.;  Fayette,  a blacksmith,  of  Brad- 
ford, McKean  Co.,  Penn.;  Effie  M.,  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Moore,  of  Scranton;  Jessie,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years;  and  Fremont,  a traveling  salesman 
for  a tea  and  spice  company,  residing  at  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

C.  M.  Hinkley  was  born  in  Lathrop  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  August  12,  1847,  and  when 
one  year  old  was  brought  to  Dimock  township, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  During  his 
boyhood  and  youth  he  had  the  advantages  of  the 
common  schools,  and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  bought 
fifty-five  acres  of  improved  land  in  the  same  town- 
ship, and  commenced  life  on  his  own  account,  selling 
that  place  at  the  end  of  three  years,  and  buying  the 
old  homestead  of  eighty  acres,  to  which  he  has 
since  added  forty-two  acres.  He  has  always  fol- 
lowed general  farming,  and  for  sixteen  years  oper- 
ated the  sawmill  which  his  father  abandoned.  He 
is  also  engaged  in  dairying,  and  for  that  purpose 
keeps  fifteen  cows,  having  also  a flock  of  twenty- 
two  sheep  and  some  hogs,  which  he  raises  for 
market. 

On  March  29,  1870,  in  Dimock  township,  Mr. 
Hinkley  was  married,  by  Rev.  C.  V.  Arnold,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Tyn- 
dle,  who  was  born  in  Northampton  county,  Penn., 
July  8,  1851,  a daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Rel- 
ston)  Tyndle.  Her  father  was  born  in  Newark,  N. 
J.,  and  died  in  July,  1859,  at  ^ie  a§’e  °f  forty-five 
or  fifty  years,  and  her  mother,  who  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  is  still  living  in  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Her  paternal  grand- 
father was  a native  of  Germany,  and  her  maternal 
grandfather,  Hugh  Relston,  was  a native  of  Scot- 
land. At  the  age  of  five  Mrs.  Hinkley  left  her  na- 
tive county,  and  spent  two  years  in  Saylorsburg, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  after  which  she  lived  for  a 
time  in  Easton,  Penn.,  and  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  com- 
ing to  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  vears.  Until  her  marriage  she 


always  lived  with  her  mother's  sister.  The  only 
child  of  our  subject,  Adelbert,  was  born  January  14, 
1871,  and  died  February  5,  1892. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hinkley  is  a 
Republican,  and  lie  has  served  as  inspector  of  elec- 
tions two  years  and  as  township  auditor  for  three 
years.  Since  1890  he  has  been  connected  with  a 
life  insurance  company.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
of  Dimock,  in  which  he  has  filled  the  office  of  deacon 
for  six  years.  I hey  are  widely  and  favorably  known, 
and  their  friends  are  many  in  the  community  where 
they  have  so  long  made  their  home. 

HON.  FARRIS  B.  STREETER,  late  of  Mont- 
rose, Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  1819,  in  Har- 
ford, Penn.,  a son  of  Dr.  Joseph  B.  Streeter,  a na- 
tive of  Swanzey,  N.  H.,  who  settled  in  Harford  in 
1812.  and  reared  several  sons  who  became  men  of 
distinction. 

Mr.  Streeter  was  educated  at  the  Harford 
Academy  and  at  the  Clinton  (N.  Y.)  Liberal  Insti- 
tute. He  read  law  under  Hon.  George  \Y.  Wood- 
ward, of  \\  i Ikes  Barre,  and  Davis  Dimock,  of  Mont- 
rose. and  in  1841  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Sus- 
quehanna county.  He  held  the  office  of  district  at- 
torney by  appointment,  from  1843  to  1847;  was 
State  senator  for  three  years,  elected  in  1848;  in 
1853  was  appointed,  by  President  Pierce,  solicitor 
for  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington,  re- 
signing the. office  at  the  beginning  of  the  Buchanan 
administration.  He  became  a Republican  out  of 
disapproval  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise Bill,  and  the  policy  of  the  administration 
in  its  dealings  with  Kansas.  In  1865  he  was  ap- 
pointed, by  Gov.  Curtin,  president  judge  of  the 
13th  District,  to  succeed  Judge  Mercur,  and  was 
elected  in  the  fall  following  for  a full  term.  On 
Susquehanna  becoming  a separate  judicial  district 
he  was,  in  1875,  elected  president  judge  of  that,  the 
34th  District,  for  ten  years;  resigned  the  judgeship, 
to  take  effect  August  20,  1877,  and  died  on  August 
19,  1877. 

As  a lawyer,  Judge  Streeter  won  honorable  dis- 
tinction. "In  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  his 
well-considered  decisions  were  the  result  of  an  im- 
partial and  thorough  investigation ; always  cautious, 
he  was  slow  to  act  when  he  feared  injustice  might 
be  done,  and  in  acts  of  discretion  ever  readv  to  fol- 
low the  leadings  of  the  moral  sense  of  the  commun- 
ity; affable  and  courteous,  he  still  always  main- 
tained a true  dignity,  and  while  justice  was  ever 
administered  with  firmness,  it  was  so  kindlv  done 
as  to  impress  all  that  it  was  for  the  highest  good/’ 

THOMAS  J.  MANZER,  son  of  the  late  Rev. 
Lawrence  Manzer,  and  father  of  Henry  F.  Manzer, 
the  prothonotary  of  Susquehanna  county,  was  born 
March  26,  1827,  at  Ely  Creek,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  came  with  bis  father's  family  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  about  1831.  Lawrence  Manzer  was 
a native  of  Cherry  Valley,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y..  and 
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was  married  in  Otsego,  same  county,  to  Mary 
Price,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  daughter  of 
Timothy  Price.  The  Manzers  are  of  Dutch  de- 
scent. 

Our  subject  was  but  a lad  of  eight  or  nine 
years  when  his  father . removed  to  the  old  Collar 
farm,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  Here  when 
a boy  he  attended  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  assisted  in  doing  the  chores  and  in  the  farm 
work.  Here  in  young  manhood  he  reared  his  chil- 
dren, and  here  in  his  riper  years  himself  and  wife 
are  passing  the  evening  of  their  lives,  surrounded  by 
plenty,  and  amid  the  scenes  of  childhood  and  a long 
lifetime.  During  his  boyhood  and  early  manhood 
the'  country  was  comparatively  new,  his  parents 
were  poor  and  in  debt  for  their  farm,  and  it  was 
young  Manzer’s  lot  to  work  early  and  late  in  order 
to  assist  in  paying  for  the  land.  When  only 
twelve  years  of  age  he  began  teaming  for  his  fa- 
ther on  the  Delaware  river,  and  at  thirteen  he 
hauled  coal  between  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.  He  was  also  engaged  in  hauling 
the  rails  for  the  New  York  & Erie  railroad,  from 
Scranton  to  Lanesboro,  during  its  construction. 
From  the  age  of  twenty,  for  some  ten  years,  Mr. 
Manzer  during  the  spring  seasons  operated  his  fa- 
ther’s sawmill,  working  daily  (on  Mondays  he 
worked  twenty-four  hours)  eighteen  hours  out  of 
the  twenty-four,  and  doing  two  men’s  work.  This 
great  task  he  did  in  order  to  save  the  farm  for  his 
father,  which  greatly  to  his  credit  he  did,  paying 
for  it  mainly  himself.  On  the  death  of  his  father, 
in  1869,  Mr.  Manzer  came  into  possession  of  the  old 
homestead,  buying  out  the  other  heirs,  to  whom 
he  paid  six  thousand  dollars.  He  has  greatly  im- 
proved and  augmented  the  farm,  by  purchase,  until 
he  now  has  nearly  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  well 
watered  (the  Tunkhannock  creek  passing  through 
it)  and  well  adapted  to  stock  raising,  in  which  he 
has  largely  engaged,  at  times  keeping  about  sixty 
head  of  cattle.  The  house  is  a larg;e  and  commodi- 
ous one,  convenient  and  inviting,  which,  with  the 
large  barns  and  other  neat  improvements,  indicates 
the  thrift  and  svstem  of  the  occupants.  Industry 
has  been  one  of  the  characteristics  of  the  Manzer 
family  possessed  in  full  degree  by  Thomas  J.  Man- 
zer, through  which,  together  with  his  good  manage- 
ment, he  has  become  one  of  the  first  farmers  in 
Susquehanna  county,  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  which  he  has  been  actively  associated  from 
boyhood.  He  is  a man  of  good  information  and 
judgment,  and  his  opinions  are  often  sought,  and 
have  weight  among  his  neighbors  and  fellow  citi- 
zens. He  is  largely  interested  in  the  creamery  at 
South  Gibson.  Mr.  Manzer,  as  have  been  the 
members  of  the  family  in  general,  is  a Republican 
in  his  political  views.  He  has  served  his  town  in 
various  local  offices,  among  them  as  poor  master,  ten 
years ; assessor,  three  years ; register  of  voters,  six 
years ; and  collector,  one  term.  Mr.  Manzer’s  serv- 
ices as  assessor  are  especially  noteworthy.  After  the 
first  vear  of  his  incumbency  he  became  convinced 


that  Gibson  was  paying  higher  taxes  on  real  estate 
than  adjoining  townships  where  the  valuation 
should  be  higher  if  only  on  account  of  their  proxim- 
ity to  railroads.  Having  obtained  permission  to 
compare  his  books  with  those  of  other  towns  he 
found  that  his  surmises  were  correct,  that  Gibson 
was  paying  from  $1.36  to  $2.95  more  per  acre  than 
adjoining  townships.  After  considerable  figuring 
he  succeeded  in  reducing  the  valuation  to  the  aver- 
age of  adjoining  township,  and  the  commissioners 
allowed  every  cent  of  the  claim,  which  saves  the 
citizens  $14,000  annually. 

On  February  11,  1849,  Mr.  Manzer  was  mar- 
ried to  Polly  E.  Fuller,  who  was  born  May  7,  1831, 
in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  a 
daughter  of  David  H.  and  Sally  (VanWinkle) 
Fuller,  natives  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  respectively.  To  their  mar- 
riage were  born : Henry  F.  is  referred  to  farther 
on.  Earl  L.,  born  December  7,  1856,  is  residing  on 
the  home  farm  with  his  parents ; he  married  Alice 
Owens,  and  they  have  two  children— Edna  G.  and 
R.  Scott.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manzer  have  lived  in  the 
same  house,  their  present  home,  for  over  half  a 
centurv,  having  never  moved.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Universalist  Church. 

Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Manzer  is  descended  on  both 
sides  from  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna  county 
who  played  well  their  part  in  the  development  of 
the  country,  and  in  the  country’s  civil  affairs.  Her 
paternal  grandparents,  Joab  and  Fucy  (Daggett) 
Fuller,  came  from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  located  in 
the  county  in  1822.  He  was  a shoemaker,  and 
worked  at  that  trade  in  connection  with  farming. 
He  died  in  1842,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  and  his 
widow  passed  away  in  18C0,  aged  ninety  years. 
Mrs.  Manzer’s  maternal  grandparents,  Elias  and 
Lucy  (Price)  VanWinkle,  came  from  Staten  Island, 
N.  Y.,  and  located  in  Harford  township,  where  they 
were  occupied  in  farming.  He  died  in  1846,  aged 
eighty-one  years,  and  she  died  in  1814. 

David  H.  Fuller,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Thomas  J. 
Manzer,  was  born  November  20,  1806,  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1822. 
He  was  occupied  through  life  in  farming,  passing 
the  later  years  of  his  life  among  his  children.  He 
served  for  many  years  as  a justice  of  the  peace. 
He  was  a Christian  gentleman,  and  a great  Church 
worker,  he  and  his  wife  being  members  of  the  Free- 
Will  Baptist  Church.  He  died  October  3,  1877, 
and  his  wife,  who  was  born  November  11,  1803, 
passed  away  December  14,  1881.  Their  children 
were : Alpheus  B.  died  in  Connecticut  at  the  age  of 
forty-two.  Polly  E.  became  Mrs.  Manzer.  Charl- 
otte E.  is  the  wife  of  B.  L.  Herrick,  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  Lucy  C.,  widow  of  James  E.  Post,  resides 
at  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.  Mary  R.  married  C.  A.  Mill- 
er, a farmer  and  quarryman  in  Susquehanna,  Penn. 
Henry  M.  died  at  Nicholson,  Penn.  Clarissa  E. 
married  Lute  Welch,  and  died  at  Sedalia,  Mo. 
George  died  in  May,  1899,  at  Phillipsburg,  N.  J. 
Franklin,  a retired  railroad  man,  resides  at  Kings- 
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ton,  Penn. ; he  was  conductor  on  a passenger  train 
for  twenty-eight  years,  and  was  obliged  to  abandon 
work  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Henry  F.  Manzer,  son  of  Thomas  J.  Manzer, 
and  now  the  efficient  prothonotary  of  Susquehanna 
county,  with  residence  at  Montrose,  is  a native  of 
the  county,  born  February  7,  1850,  at  the  Manzer 
homestead  in  South  Gibson.  He  passed  his  early 
boyhood  upon  the  farm  of  his  father,  working  on 
the  farm  and  attending  the  neighboring  schools. 
He  furthered  his  early  studies  in  the  Wyoming 
Seminary,  at  Kingston,  Penn.  Returning  to  his 
home  in  Gibson,  he  resumed  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  for  a period  claimed  his  attention,  and  later 
clerked  for  his  father  some  three  years  at  Jackson, 
after  which  for  several  years  he  conducted  a general 
store  in  Herrick.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  removed  to 
Susquehanna,  and  became  manager  for  the  “Star- 
rucca  House,"  his  executive  ability  being  displayed 
here  in  the  neatness,  general  good  order,  attention, 
etc.,  that  guests  received,  the  increased  patronage 
and  popularity  of  the  house,  and  also  in  its  success 
from  a financial  standpoint.  Always  most  courteous 
and  obliging,  he  readily  won  popularity  and  friends, 
which  traits,  along  with  his  knowledge  of  affairs, 
his  business  methods  and  ability,  rendered  him  an 
available  man  for  the  position  of  prothonotary  of 
the  countv.  A stanch  Republican,  always  zealous  in 
the  party’s  interests,  he  was  nominated  for  the 
office  named  at  the  Republican  County  Convention 
held  at  Montrose  in  June,  1897.  At  this  time  the 
Independent  Republican  of  Montrose  said: 

In  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Manzer  the  office  of  prothon- 
otary is  accorded  to  the  ea-tern  part  of  the  county  for  the 
first  time  in  twenty-seven  years,  with  the  exception  of  one 
term,  and  it  goes  to  one  who  is  eminently  qualified  for  the 
po-ition  and  an  earnest  and  zealous  Republican.  The  nom- 
ination of  Mr.  Manzer  is  an  exceedingly  strong  one,  and 
when  the  votes  are  counted  it  will  be  discovered  that  he  will 
enter  the  office  of  prothonotary  backed  by  a magnificent  en- 
dorsement from  the  voters  of  Susquehanna  county. 

The  observations  of  the  editor  of  the  Republi- 
can were  correct,  for  Mr.  Manzer  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority,  and  he  is  making  a most  effi- 
cient and  capable  official.  He  is  a courteous  and  ac- 
commodating gentleman. 

On  June  6,  1871,  Mr.  Manzer  was  married  to 
Miss  Abbie  A.,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  W.  Wheat- 
on, who  for  nearly  forty  years  has  been  a prominent 
physician  at  Jackson  Center,  and  granddaughter  of 
Moses  B.  Wheaton.  The  latter  was  a native  of 
Richmond,  N.  H.;  and  a descendant  of  Caleb 
Wheaton,  the  proeenitor  of  the  family  in  New 
England,  who  came  from  Wales,  and  settled  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manzer 
have  had  no  children. 

GEORGE  PRATT.  The  family,  of  which 
this  well-known  resident  of  New  Milford  is  a rep- 
resentative, is  of  ancient  origin,  the  name  being 
found  in  English  records  of  a very  early  period. 
The  name  was  variously  spelled  in  olden  times, 
* appearing  as  Pratt,  Prat,  Pratte, ' Pradt,  Praed, 


Prate,  also  Praer,  Prayers.  It  is  a surname  de- 
rived, like  many  of  the  Norman  and  Saxon  names, 
from  a locality ; from  the  latin  Pratum,  a meadow ; 
Spanish  and  Portugese,  Prado ; French  Pre,  Preux, 
prairie.  The  clerks  by  whom  the  Liber  censulis 
(Dom-Book  or  Doomsday  Book),  and  other  rec- 
ords and  enrollments  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth 
centuries,  were  written,  translated  words  and  names 
into  either  Latin  or  French,  or  retained  them  in 
Saxon,  at  their  pleasure.  Hence,  of  those  occupying 
meadow  lands,  some  would  be  entered  by  the  reg- 
istrars Do  Prato  or  Pratensis ; others  as  Du  Pre ; 
whilst  others  would  be  called,  in  the  language  of 
conquered  people,  Moedes,  Moed  or  Mead.  From 
these  topical  adjuncts  to  a given  name  a large  class 
of  English  patronymics  has  arisen.  Thus  Pratt, 
Dupre  and  Mead,  also  Meadow,  have  a common 
and  probably,  too,  a synchronous  origin.  The  early 
homes  of  the  English  Pratts  were  chiefly  in  the 
eastern  and  southern  parts  of  England,  in  the  con- 
tiguous counties  of  Leicester,  Huntingdon,  Nor- 
folk, Suffolk,  Essex,  Kent,  Surrey,  Devon,  Lincoln, 
and  Hertford. 

Many  noted  professional  men  have  given  dis- 
tinction to  the  name,  but  the  following  review  is  re- 
stricted to  our  subject’s  direct  lineage.  The  first  an- 
cestor, of  whom  we  have  a definite  account,  was 
Lieut.  William  Pratt,  who  is  supposed  to  have  come 
from  England  with  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  in  1633, 
locating  first  at  Newton,  Mass.,  now  Cambridge. 
In  June,  1636,  he  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
he  also  resided  at  Saybrook.  The  date  of  his  death 
is  not  known,  but  it  appears  from  the  records  of 
Saybrook  that  he  left  a will,  which  was  doubtless 
destroyed  with  other  records  in  the  fire  of  1700.  At 
one  time  he  attended  the  General  Court  at  Hart- 
ford, as  deputy.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Clark, 
daughter  of  John  Clark,  of  Saybrook,  and  later  of 
Milford,  and  they  had  eight  children. 

Benjamin  Pratt,  son  of  William,  married  Ann 
, and  had  a son  Zephaniah. 

Zephaniah  Pratt  was  born  about  1712,  and  died 
in  1758,  aged  forty-six,  leaving  two  children,  Hul- 
dah  and  Zadock.  His  wife,  Abigail,  survived  him, 
and  married  for  her  second  husband  a Mr.  Phelps, 
but  if  they  had  children,  as  is  supposed,  no  record 
of  their  names  has  been  preserved. 

Hon.  Zadock  Pratt  was  married  November  1, 
1781,  to  Hannah  Pickett,  who  was  born  September 
3,  1755,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Pickett,  of  New 
Milford ; the  date  of  her  death  is  not  known.  Dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war  Zadock  Pratt,  then  a 
young  man,  displayed  a degree  of  courage  and 
patriotism  of  which  his  descendants  may  well  be 
proud.  At  the  opening  of  hostilities  he  joined  the 
troops  that  built  the  breastworks  at  Dorchester 
Heights,  near  Boston,  and  afterward  served  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army  on  Long  Island,  under 
Lord  Sterling.  He  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  un- 
fortunate battle  of  August  27,  1776,  and  confined 
some  time  in  the  Middle  Dutch  church,  New  York 
City  (at  the  present  site  of  the  post  office),  and  also 
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in  the  old  sugar  house.  To  his  last  moments  he 
retained  a vivid  recollection  of  the  cruelties  of  Pro- 
vost-Marshal Cunningham.  As  the  surrender  of 
Fort  Washington  embarrassed  the  British  general 
with  the  number  of  his  prisoners,  Mr.  Pratt,  with 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  others,  was  trans- 
ferred to  "Thitby"  prison  ship.  To  crown  his  mis- 
ery the  smallpox  broke  out,  designedly  introduced, 
it  is  said,  and  of  the  above  number  only  eleven  sur- 
vived. Returning  to  the  army  after  his  release,  he 
was  engaged  in  the  storming  of  Stony  Point  by 
Gen.  W ayne.  After  a furlough  he  returned  to  the 
army,  and  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Highlands 
until  1783,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged. 
Soon  afterward  he  removed  to  Stephentown,  N.  Y., 
but  a few  years  later  he  settled  at  Middleburg ; his 
last  days  were  spent,  however,  at  Windham  (now 
Jewett),  N.  Y.  He  and  his  wife  had  seven  children, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : 
Eunice,  September  13,  1782;  Huldah,  August  14, 
1784;  Abigail,  August  3,  1786;  Ezra,  August  13, 
1788;  Zadock,  October  3,  1790  (he  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty)  ; Bennett,  December  4,  1792;  all  born 
at  Stephentown,  N.  Y. ; and  Polly,  born  September 
4,  1 79--  at  Jewett,  New  York. 

Ezra  Pratt,  our  subject’s  father,  became  a 
prosperous  tanner,  and  resided  at  Jewett,  N.  Y., 
until  1849,  when  he  retired  from  business  and  re- 
moved to  New  Milford  to  spend  his  last  days.  He 
died  in  August,  1878,  and  was  buried  at  New  Mil- 
ford. On  June  1,  1812,  he  was  married,  at  Jewett, 
to  Miss  Hannah  Dickerman,  who  was  born  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  died  August  26,  1856,  her  remains 
being  interred  at  Jewett.  This  worthy  couple  had 
a large  family  of  children,  as  follows : Hannah 
Louisa,  born  September  19,  1813,  married  D.  C. 
Miles,  and  died  at  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; Ann  Elizabeth, 
born  January  2,  1815,  married  Levy  Bailey,  and 
died  at  Great  Barrington,  Mass.;  Cyrus  Walter, 
born  March  1,  1818,  died  at  Jersey  City;  Ezra  Au- 
gustus, born  September  20,  1819,  died  at  New  Mil- 
ford ; Adeline,  born  August  23,  1821,  married  Eri 
Pond,  and  died  at  Jersey  City;  Ogden,  born  July 
25,  1823,  died  at  New  Milford  February  6,  1859; 
Theodore,  born  March  3,  1825,  died  at  Jewett,  N. 
Y. : George  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Martha 
D.,  born  March  22.  1829,  married  Rev.  Charles 
Buck,  and  died  at  Peekskill,  N.  Y. ; Francis  D., 
born  May  26,  1831,  is  a retired  tanner  at  Nicholson, 
Penn. ; Mariett,  born  January  7,  1834,  married  Rev. 
Thomas  F.  Ward,  and  died  at  Deposit,  N.  Y.  All 
of  the  sons  are  tanners  by  occupation,  and  in  1848 
Ezra  A.  came  from  Jewett  to  New  Milford,  and 
built  a tannery.  In  the  following  year  his  brother 
Ogden  came,  and  together  they  operated  the  tan- 
nery many  years. 

George  Pratt  was  born  August  23,  1827,  and 
as  a boy  became  familiar  with  all  branches  of  the 
tanner's  trade  under  his  father’s  instruction.  For 
some  time  he  was  in  business  at  Jewett,  N.  Y.,  and 
later  he  and  his  brother  Cyrus  built  a tannery  in 
Lewis  county,  N.  Y.,  which  they  operated  one  year. 


He  then  went  to  Nicholson,  Penn.,  and  built  a tan- 
nery in  partnership  with  his  brother  F.  D.,  and  this 
he  conducted  fourteen  years,  when  he  retired  and 
made  his  home  in  New  Milford.  He  is  much  es- 
teemed as  a citizen,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  work- 
ers in  the  local  Republican  organization,  having 
held  all  the  borough  offices,  including  that  of  bur- 
gess. On  August  16,  1852,  he  was  married,  at 
Hart  Lake,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Catherine 
F.  Griffin,  by  whom  he  has  had  two  children : Ella 
A.,  wife  of  John  C.  McConnell,  a druggist  at  New 
Milford;  and  Miss  Louise  M.,  who  is  at  home. 
Mrs.  Pratt  is  a native  of  New  Milford,  born  Au- 
gust 28,  1826,  and  her  father,  Harvey  Griffin,  was 
born  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  while  her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Lavinia  Fowler,  was  born  in 
Freehold,  New  Jersey. 

FREDERICK  A.  EFTRHARDT.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  review  has,  through  his  own  exertions, 
obtained  an  honorable  position  and  marked  prestige 
among  the  representative  business  men  of  W ayne 
county,  and  with  signal  consistency  it  may  be  said 
that  he  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  and 
one  whose  success  amply  justifies  the  application 
of  the  somewhat  hackneyed,  but  most  expressive, 
title,  "a  self-made  man.”  For  several  years  he  has 
successfully  engaged  in  general  merchandising  in 
Newfoundland,  and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  much 
valuable  property. 

A native  of  Germany,  Mr.  Ehrhardt  was  born 
in  the  village  of  Triptis,  Saxony,  April  18,  1835, 
and  is  a son  of  Gottlieb  and  Erdmude  (Miller) 
Ehrhardt,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Saxony, 
where  the  father  followed  the  trade  of  a tanner, 
and  owned  a tannery.  He  was  born  in  January, 
1800,  and  died  in  1877,  aged  seventy-seven  years, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  five  years  previous.  In 
religious  faith  they  were  Lutherans.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Henrietta,  who  married  Samuel  Kueff- 
ner,  both  being  now  deceased ; Karl,  who  died  un- 
married ; Ernstina,  deceased  wife  of  Richard  Wolff, 
a farmer  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county;  Fred- 
erick A.,  of  this  sketch ; Rudolph,  postmaster  and 
harnessmaker  of  Moscow,  Penn.,  who  married 
Louisa  Augenstein ; Frantz,  who  married  Ida  Gru- 
ner,  both  dying  in  Germany ; and  Wilhelmina,  widow 
of  Adolph  Miller,  and  a resident  of  Triptis,  Ger- 
many. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  and 
remained  with  his  parents  until  fourteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  began  learning  the  nailmaker’s  trade 
in  Germany,  serving  a three-years'  apprenticeship, 
during  which  time  he  paid  his  employers  $30  and 
furnished  his  own  bed.  He  worked  hard  from 
four  in  the  morning  until  seven  at  night,  and  the 
last  year  was  considered  a good  mechanic.  He 
then  worked  as  a journeyman  in  his  native  land  for 
one  year,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  accompanied 
his  brother  Rudolph  and  sister  Ernstina  on  their 
emigration  to  America,  joining  their  brother  Karl 
at  Newfoundland,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  our  • 
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.subject  worked  for  different  farmers  for  a time. 
He  then  went  to  New  York  City  in  the  hope  of 
securing-  work  at  his  trade,  but  not  being  successful 
in  this  he  returned  to  Wayne  county,  and  at  Ham- 
ilton learned  the  harnessmaker’s  trade  with  Friend, 
Moss  & Co.,  which  firm  dissolved  partnership  within 
two  years.  He  then  worked  one  year  as  journey- 
man, and  saved  $150,  and  was  next  for  one  year- 
engaged  in  business  with  Mr.  Moss.  Coming  to 
Newfoundland  on  a visit,  he  was  persuaded  to  re- 
main, and  here  bought  and  lived  in  a little  log- 
house,  engaging-  in  harnessmaking  until  i860.  In 
that  year  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  invested 
his  capital — only  $200 — in  a stock  of  general 
merchandise,  and  on  his  return  to  Newfoundland 
opened  up  a store.  From  the  beginning  his  trade 
rapidly  grew,  and  he  now  has  an  elegant  store, 
stocked  with  a fine  grade  of  goods,  valued  at 
$5,000. 

In  April,  1857,  at  Newfoundland,  Mr.  Ehr- 
hardt  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Angelica 
Oppelt,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev. 
Jacobson,  a Moravian  minister  from  Bethlehem. 
She  was  born  July  19,  1837,  in  Nazareth,  North- 
ampton Co.,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  Francis  A.  and 
Louisa  (Beitel)  Oppelt,  who  for  many  years  were 
among  the  most  prominent  and  highly-respected 
citizens  of  \\  avne  county.  The  father  was  born 
March  15,  1813,  and  died  June  22,  1897;  the  mother 
was  born  December  30,  1814,  and  died  July  22, 
1896.  Mrs.  Ehrhardt  is  the  eldest  of  their  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Caroline  J.,  wife  of  Christian 
Lange,  of  Newfoundland;  Lawrence  V.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  nine  years ; Annie  E.,  widow  of  Isa- 
dore  Kastner,  and  a resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
Henry  S.,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in 
A\  ayne  county : Sarah  A.,  a resident  of  Brooklvn, 
N.  Y. ; James  B.,  who  died  in  1851  ; Mary  L.,  wife 
of  Emil  Walter,  of  Newfoundland;  Edward  A.,  of 
Newfoundland ; and  Celia  L.,  wife  of  William 
Heberling,  of  the  same  place. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ehrhardt 
are  as  follows:  Esther  E.,  wife  of  John  Frev,  a 

wheelwright  and  undertaker  of  South  Sterling, 
Wayne  county;  Augusta,  a resident  of  Scranton, 
Penn. : Emma,  who  died  unmarried ; Annie,  wife 
of  William  H.  Rommell,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  shoes  in  Carlisle,  Penn. ; Fred,  who 
married  Kate  Phillips,  and  is  a harnessmaker  of 
Newfoundland ; George,  who  wedded  Mary  Gilpin, 
and  is  a farmer  and  butcher  of  Newfoundland, 
Wayne  county;  Emil,  who  married  Clara  Doebier, 
and  is  clerking-  in  a store  in  Scranton ; and  Mary 
and  Ella  C.,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Ehrhardt  is  a 
stalwart  Democrat  in  politics,  and  for  two  terms 
efficiently  served  as  postmaster  of  Newfoundland 
under  President  Cleveland's  administration.  He 
has  been  delegate  to  county  and  State  conventions, 
but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  though  often 
urged  to  accept.  He  is  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Moravian  Church,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  trustee  off  and  on  for  the  past  twenty 


years.  All  his  life  lie  has  been  a hard  worker,  and 
the  success  that  has  come  to  him  is  certainly  well 
deserved.  Besides  his  elegant  store  and  residence 
in  Newfoundland,  he  owns  some  of  the  best  farm 
properties  in  Pennsylvania,  and  has  mortgages  on 
many  others,  besides  a large  sum  of  money  out  at 
interest.  While  our  subject  has  a large  store, 
besides  his  other  business,  he  has  never  hired  a 
clerk  outside  of  his  family. 

Mr.  Ehrhardt  left  his  native  land  to  avoid  mili- 
tary service,  but  he  was  given  an  opportunity  to  be- 
come a soldier  here,  being  drafted  during  the  Civil 
war.  However,  he  preferred  to  send  a substitute, 
paying  $700. 

BLTRNS.  Throughout  the  nineteenth  century 
— for  a hundred  years— representatives  of  the  Burns 
family,  descendants  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Burns  through 
the  several  generations  covering  that  period,  have 
been  substantial  citizens  and  useful  men  and  women 
in  their  several  localities  in  Susquehanna  countv. 
Of  the  older  generations  such  men  as  Capt.  Jona- 
than Burns,  Henry,  Ziba,  Jonathan  and  Thomas 
Burns,  and  the  sons  of  the  latter,  among  them  P. 
C.  Burns,  of  Great  Bend,  and  Andrew  B.  Burns,  of 
Montrose,  twice  the  honored  treasurer  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  have  played  well  their  parts  in  the 
civil  and  political  history  of  the  county. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Burns  was  one  of  the  sturdy 
pioneers  who  ventured  into  the  wilds  of  the  terri- 
tory now  comprising  Susquehanna  countv  about  the 
year  1800.  He  and  his  brother  David  Burns  came 
from  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and  settled,  David  about 
two  miles  east  of  the  present  village  of  Dundaff, 
and  Capt.  Burns  near  its  site.  The  father  of  these 
pioneers  was  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  of 
Scotch  descent.  Several  years  after  the  family’s  re- 
moval to  Susquehanna  county  Eber  Burns,  the  only 
son  of  David  Burns,  was  lost  in  the  wilderness  and 
never  found,  hence  those  of  the  name  in  this  county 
are  the  posterity  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Burns.  Capt. 
Burns  was  just  the  kind  of  man  to  assume  leader- 
ship in  a new  country.  He  was  a typical  pioneer, 
strong  and  athletic,  was  fond  of  all  active  sports, 
and  hunted  a great  deal  for  profit  as  well  as  pleas- 
ure. It  is  narrated  that  at  one  time  late  in  the  fall 
of  the  year  he  went  out  hunting  in  the  Lackawanna 
mountains,  south  of  the  present  site  of  Carbon- 
dale,  and  while  he  was  busily  engaged  in  securing 
game  the  Lackawanna  became  so  swollen  as  to  be- 
come impassable.  The  weather  had  changed  from 
the  mildness  of  “Indian  Summer’’  to  piercing  cold. 
His  tow-frock  was  almost  completely  frozen  to  his 
body.  His  companion  had  become  so  discouraged 
that  he  sat  down  and  declared  he  could  go  no  fur- 
ther. Burns  cut  a whip  and  applied  it  with  such 
vigor  to  his  back  that  he  was  stimulated  to  renewed 
exertions.  They  built  a fire  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  the  next  morning  the  water  had  so  far  subsided 
that  they  felled  trees  across  the  river  and  went 
over  safely.  Burns  then  carried  eighty  pounds  of 
1 bear-meat  and  a rifle  weighing  twenty  pounds  a 
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distance  of  twelve  miles  without  laying  them  off  his 
shoulder. 

Capt.  Burns  was  born  February  22,  1773,  and 
his  wife,  Annar  (Chase),  November  19,  1773.  To 
them  were  born  the  following  children : ( 1 ) Henry 
Burns,  born  June  1,  1796,  married  Katie  Scott,  and 
became  a farmer  by  occupation,  settling  in  Clifford 
township,  where  he  died.  (2)  Orry  Burns,  born 
February  7,  1798,  married,  settled  in  Burlington 
township,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  and  there  died.  (3) 
Lucy  M.  Burns,  born  May  16,  1800,  married  Eras- 
tus  West,  moved  to  Lakeville,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
died.  (4)  Evangelia  Burns,  born  November  12, 
1802,  married  a Mr.  Hendrick,  moved'  to  what  is 
now  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  and  there  died. 
(5)  Ziba  Burns,  born  May  24,  1804,  married  Hepsy 
Burritt,  was  occupied  as  a farmer  in  Herrick  town- 
ship, and  there  died.  (6)  Alexander  Burns,  born 
February  28,  1807,  married  Emily  Reed,  and  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  throughout  life,  in  Clif- 
ford township,  where  he  died.  He  was  a justice  of 
the  peace  for  many  years,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
a man  of  fine  manners  and  considerable  culture.  (7) 
Jonathan  Burns,  born  September  12,  1809,  married 
Eliza  Reed.  He  was  also  a farmer  throughout  life, 
living  on  a farm  adjoining  that  of  his  brother  Alex- 
ander in  Clifford  township,  where  he  died.  (8) 
Thomas  Burns  is  mentioned  farther  on.  (9)  Ira 
Hale  Burns,  born  January  6,  1815,  died  May  20, 
1819.  (10)  Ellery  Burns,  born  October  26,  1816, 
married  Harriet  Clawson. 

The  late  Deacon  Thomas  Burns,  whose  death 
occurred  April  10,  1897,  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
P.  C.  Burns,  in  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens 
of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  was 
a native  of  that  county,  born  December  4,  1812,  in 
Clifford  township,  where  the  active  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  early  life 
he  experienced  religion  and  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  he  was  ever  afterward  a con- 
sistent and  active  member,  and  a deacon  in  the  So- 
ciety in  Herrick  for  about  sixty  years.  Deacon 
Burns  was  not  only  a good  man  but  a useful  one,  in 
whom  everyone  had  confidence.  He  was  the  soul 
of  honor,  and  held  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
community  in  which  he  so  long  lived. 

On  November  25,  1835,  at  Dnndafif,  Penn., 
Deacon  Thomas  Burns  was  married  to  Clarissa 
Bill,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Susanna  Bill,  of 
Bainbridge,  N.  Y.,  formerly  from  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, and  to  their  union  came  children  as  fol- 
lows : Porter  C.  Burns,  born  December  30,  1836, 
married  Marion  Wilson,  of  Tunkhannock,  and  they 
reside  in  Great  Bend.  Andrew  B.  Burns  is  re- 
ferred to  farther  on.  LeRoy  T.  Burns,  born  April 
22,  1842,  married  (first)  Jennie  Cooper,  and  (sec- 
ond) Eliza  Williams;  he  is  a resident  of  Tunk- 
hannock, Penn.  Warren  J.  Burns,  born  May  19, 
1848,  married  Cornelia  Bingham,  and  resides  at 
Dunmore,  Penn.  The  mother  of  these  was  born 
March  27,  1812,  and  died  May  29,  1884,  at  Tunk- 


hannock, where  repose,  in  Gravel  Hill  cemetery,  the 
remains  of  herself  and  husband.  Mrs.  Burns  was 
converted  in  early  life  at  Bainbridge,  during  a 
special  work  of  grace  in  the  M.  E.  Church.  Later 
she  united  with  and  was  baptized  in  the  Herrick 
Baptist  Church,  and  ever  afterward  remained  with 
that  denomination,  a member  of  the  Churches  of  the 
several  localities  in  which  she  resided.  She  lived  a 
Christian  life,  and  died  the  death  of  the  righteous. 
She  was  an  excellent  woman. 

Andrew  B.  Burns,  son  of  the  late  Thomas 
Burns,  and  for  upward  of  a third  of  a century  a 
prominent  citizen  and  druggist  of  Montrose,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  August  28,  1839,  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Herrick  township.  His  boyhood 
was  passed  in  a manner  not  unlike  the  lads  of  the 
general  farmer,  doing  chores  about  the  farm,  at- 
tending the  neighborhood  school  in  the  winters, 
and  working  through  the  spring  and  summers. 
When  about  fifteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Har- 
ford University,  a local  school  in  Susquehanna 
county  of  celebrity,  from  which  went  forth  into  the 
world  many  young  men  who  afterward  wrote  their 
names  on  the  roll  of  fame.  After  a four-years’ 
course  at  Harford  he  completed  his  studies  by  at- 
tending for  one  term  Prof.  J.  F.  Stoddard's  Normal 
School,  at  Montrose.  He  then  taught  school  him- 
self for  three  winters,  holding  the  last  winter  a 
term  of  five  months.  After  this  experience  he  en- 
tered the  drug  store  of  Abel  Turrell,  at  Montrose, 
to  learn  the  drug  business,  remaining  with  him  a 
year  and  a half.  The  Civil  war  had  been  in  progress 
"for  a year  and  a half ; the  young  drug  clerk  could 
no  longer  feel  satisfied  to  remain  at  home  under  the 
existing  conditions  and  circumstances,  and  in  the 
summer  of  1862  he  resolved  to  tender  his  services 
in  defense  of  the  Union.  He  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  hospital  steward  in  the  134th  P.  Y.  I.,  of 
which  Matthew  S.  Quay,  since  United  States  sena- 
tor, was  chosen  colonel.  Young  Burns  shared  the 
fortunes  of  the  regiment  from  the  date  of  his  muster 
in,  September  10,  1862,  to  the  close  of  its  term  of 
service.  The  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  Unit- 
ed States  service  in  August,  1862,  at  Camp  Curtin, 
became  a part  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and  was  at  points  in  Virginia,  Maryland 
and  about  Washington.  It  arrived  from  Mono- 
cacy,  after  a forced  march,  at  the  battlefield  of  An- 
tietam  on  the  morning  of  September  17th,  and  stood 
to  arms  all  that  day.  The  regiment  was  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Fredericksburg,  forming  a part  of  Hum- 
phrey’s division  and  Tyler’s  brigade,  and  in  the 
formation  of  the  brigade  for  storming  the  heights, 
in  the  last  grand  struggle  of  the  day  (December 
13,  1862),  the  134th  had  the  post  of  honor  in  the 
brigade,  the  right  of  the  first  line,  and  in  the  con- 
flict lost  fourteen  killed,  one  hundred  and  six  wound- 
ed, and  nineteen  missing.  The  regiment  was  next 
at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  where  on  the  morn- 
ing of  May  3,  1863,  the  brigade  of  which  the  134th 
formed  a part  was  led  to  the  menaced  part  of  the 
field,  on  the  left,  and  was  moved  by  the  left  flank 
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to  a piece  of  woods  on  the  Ely’s  Ford  road.  As  the 
column  approached  the  enemy,  it  was  arranged  in 
line  of  battle,  the  gist  on  the  extreme  right,  with  no 
protection  in  flank,  the  134th  standing  next  on  its 
left.  The  order  to  advance  was  given.  In  well- 
preserved  lines  it  passed  forward  through  the  woods, 
driving  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  and  soon  reaching 
his  line  of  battle.  A heavy  fire  was  at  once  opened, 
and  for  an  hour  and  three-quarters  the  battle  raged 
with  unabated  fury.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the 
engagement  was  forty-eight  in  killed,  wounded  and 
missing.  Gen.  Tyler  in  his  official  report  said:  “The 
134th,  Col.  O’Brien,  was  second  in  line,  and  no  set 
of  men  could  have  behaved  better.  The  officers, 
one  and  all  following  the  example  of  their  colonel, 
who  was  constantly  on  the  alert,  were  very  active, 
and  not  a man  shirked  his  duty.”  The  regiment 
was  mustered  out  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  May  26, 
1863. 

After  being  discharged  from  the  service  Mr. 
Burns  went  to  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  where  he  was  for 
one  year  employed  in  a prescription  drug  store ; 
then  for  a year  he  had  charge  of  a drug  store  at 
Rochester,  Penn.  In  1866  he  came  to  Montrose 
and  formed  a partnership  with  Amos  Nichols,  in 
the  drug  business,  the  partnership  lasting  until 
1875,  at  which  time  Mr.  Nichols  retired,  Mr.  Burns 
purchasing  his  interests  in  the  stock  and  building, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  present  he  has  continued 
the  business  alone.  Mr.  Burns  is  the  oldest  in  point 
of  service  of  any  now  in  the  drug  business  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent and  thorough  druggists  of  the  county.  In 
1887  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Beaver  to  the  State 
Pharmaceutical  Examining  Board,  for  one  year,  and 
on  the  expiration  of  that  time  was  re-appointed  by 
the  same  gentleman,  for  a term  of  five  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Burns  has  always  been  an  ar- 
dent Republican, and  influential  in  the  councils  of  the 
party  in  Susquehanna  county.  In  the  fall  of  1878 
he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  county,  assuming 
the  duties  of  the  office  in  January,  1879.  His  three- 
years’  term  of  service  was  efficiently  and  satisfac- 
torily performed.  In  1893  he  was  again  elected  to 
that  position,  enjoying  the  distinction  of  be- 
ing the  only  man  in  the  county  upon  whom  has  been 
conferred  the  honor  of  having  been  twice  chosen  to 
that  office.  At  the  time  of  his  second  candidacy  one 
of  the  Montrose  papers  referred  to  him  in  compli- 
mentary terms,  from  which  the  following  extract 
was  taken : 

Andrew  B.  Burns,  for  treasurer,  seems  to  be  a happy 
selection  of  the  “ right  man  for  the  right  place.”  If  business 
ability,  coupled  with  a business  training,  are  qualities  to  be 
desired  in  any  of  the  county  officers,  such  a man  should  be 
selected  for  treasurer.  Mr.  Burns,  if  elected,  will  not  only 
bring  these  necessary  qualifications  to  the  office,  but  will 
bring  the  office  within  the  reach  of  the  people,  where  it  ad- 
mittedly belongs — at  the  county  seat.  He  is  a member  of 
Four  Brothers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  which  means  that  he  has  com- 
rades all  over  the  county  who  will  give  him,  and  the  party 
he  represents,  a vote  of  confidence. 

Mr.  Burns  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  in  the 
borough  in  various  local  offices,  and  always  effi- 


ciently and  with  credit  to  himself.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Montrose ; is  a Master 
Mason,  being  a member  of  Warren  Lodge  No.  240, 
of  Montrose,  and  also  belongs  to  Four  Brothers 
Post  No.  453,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Montrose. 

On  February  8,  18C6,  Mr.  Burns  was  married 
to  Miss  Augusta  Cobb,  daughter  of  Zipron  and 
Sarah  M.  (Crane)  Cobb,  of  Montrose,  and  their 
marriage  has  been  blessed  with  the  following  named 
children:  George  C.,  Hattie  A.  and  Bessie.  The 
son,  born  December  17,  1866,  received  his  schooling 
in  Montrose  and  Binghamton,  and  studied  Latin 
and  German  under  private  tutors.  He  has  always 
been  associated  with  his  father  in  the  store.  On 
August  29,  1888,  he  married  Miss  Minnie  A.  Pope, 
daughter  of  E.  P.  Pope,  and  they  have  had  two 
children — Ruth  and  Helen.  Hattie  A.  Burns  mar- 
ried Clarence  E.  Fitzworth,  an  insurance  man  of 
Susquehanna.  Bessie  Burns  is  the  wife  of  George 
M.  Bostwick,  of  Montrose,  and  has  one  son — Robert 
Burns. 

EDGAR  L.  HANDRICK,  M.  D.,  has  for  thir- 
ty-six years  been  an  active  practitioner  at  Friends- 
ville,  Susquehanna  county.  He  possesses  those 
rare  genial  qualities  so  essential  to  the  physician, 
than  whose  relation  to  the  family  circle  none  is 
closer.  Kindly  in  disposition,  sympathetic,  thor- 
oughly versed  in  the  progress  of  his  profession,  his 
visitations  and  ministrations  have  brought  comfort 
and  good  cheer  throughout  a wide  stretch  of  country 
surrounding  his  home. 

Dr.  Handrick  is  a representative  of  an  old 
pioneer  family.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Will- 
iam G.  and  Betsey  (Carrington)  Handrick,  descend- 
ants of  old  Revolutionary  families  of  Connecticut,  of 
Holland  extraction,  migrated  from  Litchfield  coun- 
ty, Conn.,  to  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  as  early  as  1820,  and  settled  on  a tract  of 
wild  land,  where  William  Handrick  made  a clearing 
and  built  a little  home.  Having  some  knowledge 
of  tanning,  he  erected  a tannery  on  Stone  creek, 
Forest  Lake  township,  which  he  conducted  for  some 
years  and  then  sold  to  his  son  William  B.  William 
G.  Handrick  ended  his  days  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship. To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  thirteen  chil- 
dren, namely:  William  B.,  who  removed  to  Spring- 
ville ; Wakeman  C.,  father  of  our  subject:  Henry 
F.,  who  lived  and  died  in  Forest  Lake  township ; 
Daniel  T.,  who  lived  in  Dimock  township ; David 
C.,  the  only  survivor  of  the  family,  a carpenter  of 
Montrose,  who  has  one  son;  Walter  Van  Ness,  a 
resident  of  Scranton ; Walter  Van  Ness,  who  died 
in  youth ; Merwin  S.,  deceased,  who  was  for  many 
years  manager  of  a tannery  at  Wellsville,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died ; Annice,  wife  of  I.  P.  Baker,  of  Dim- 
ock township ; Fannie,  who  married  William  Small, 
a farmer  of  Forest  Lake  township ; Lucinda,  who 
married  Henry  Miles,  of  Jackson  township ; Aurelia, 
who  married  Charles  Burchard,  and  died  leaving  no 
children ; Eliza,  who  married  William  Miles,  of 
Dimock,  and  died  leaving  a son  and  a daughter. 
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Wakeman  C.  Handrick,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  in  1812. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  For.est  Lake  town- 
ship, where  he  learned  from  his  father  the  trade 
of  tanner,  following  same  for  many  years.  In  1837 
he  bought  land  in  Jessup,  on  which  property  he 
built  a small  tannery.  He  married  Miss  Urania  S. 
Stone,  daughter  of  Judson  and  Polly  (Turrell) 
Stone,  of  Forest  Lake.  Wakeman  C.  Handrick  died 
in  1889,  his  worthy  Christian  wife  surviving  him 
until  1895,  when  she  passed  away,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years.  To  Wakeman  C.  and  Urania  S.  Hand- 
rick came  five  children,  namely:  George  J.,  born  in 
Jessup  township  in  1838,  taught  school  in  early  life, 
married  Miss  Maria  Tilden,  of  Forest  Lake,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  his  death  in  1888:  he  left 
no  children.  Edgar  L.,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  June  9,  1840.  Elmina  J.,  born  in  January, 
1842,  married  William  F.  Clark,  of  Bradford  coun- 
ty, and  has  one  son,  Henry  Clark;  she  lives  on  the 
old  Handrick  homestead.  Sophrona,  born  in  1843, 
married  Lester  Turrell,  a farmer  of  Forest  Lake, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Lorena,  now  wife  of  William 
Turrell,  of  Forest  Lake.  Oscar  S.,  born  in  1845, 
married  Lila  Turrell,  a native  of  Litchfield  county, 
Conn.,  and  has  two  children — Ernest  and  Myrtie ; 
he  is  now  a large  stock  and  cattle  dealer  near  Clark’s 
Summit. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  Jessup  township, 
receiving  a good  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  at  Montrose.  When  a young  man  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  W.  L.  Richardson, 
of  Nesquehoning,  Carbon  county,  and  attended  lec- 
tures at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia, 
where  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  ’63,  with  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  Locating  the  same  year  at  Friends- 
ville,  Susquehanna  county,  he  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued in  practice  there.  In  June,  1865,  he  married 
Miss  Martha  D.  Leet,  the  estimable  daughter  of 
Dr.  Calvin  and  Susan  (Williams)  Leet,  old  and  high- 
ly respected  residents  of  that  locality.  Dr.  Leet 
was  born  at  Baleston  Springs,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the 
early  pioneer  days  settled  for  professional  practice 
in  Choconut  township,  Susquehanna  county,  later 
moving  to  Friendsville,  where  he  practiced  medi- 
cine for  over  fifty  years,  prospered,  and  became  the 
owner  of  a large  property.  He  was  a man  of  un- 
usual popularity,  and  his  large  and  successful  prac- 
tice extended  into  Bradford  county  and  New  York 
State.  He  was  elected  a member  of  the  State  Leg- 
islature, and  became  one  of  the  associate  judges  of 
Montrose.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Friendsville 
in  1874,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Of  his  family  of 
six  children  only  two  survive:  (1)  Calvin  L.,  the 
eldest,  followed  farming;  he  married  Arabella 
Stone,  of  Forest  Lake,  and  died  in  1872,  leaving  a 
widow  and  four  children — Charles,  Almira,  Ran- 
dolph B.  and  Susan,  now  residents  of  Martin  coun- 
ty. Minn.  (2)  Susan  married  Andrew  Keyes,  of 
Friendsville,  and  died  in  1849,  leaving  no  children. 
(3)  Elizabeth  married  William  Watkins.  (4)  Dr. 
N.  Y.  Leet  is  now  a leading  physician  at  Scranton, 


Penn.,  surgeon  for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  Railroad  Co.,  and  surgeon  in  charge  of  the 
Moses  Taylor  Hospital,  Scranton.  (5J  Ellen  G.  died 
when  a young  woman.  (6)  Martha  D.,  wife  of  our 
subject,  is  the  youngest  member  of  the  family,  and 
she  is  a lady  of  culture  and  high  intellectual  at- 
tainments. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Dr.  Handrick  pur- 
chased a fine  home  in  Friendsville,  where  he  has 
now  practiced  his  profession  for  the  past  thirty-five 
years.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Handrick  have  one  son,  Frank- 
lin A.,  who  was  born  at  Friendsville  March  24, 
1868.  He  attended  the  Owego  high  school,  studied 
medicine,  and  graduated  from  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  in  1894,  locating  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  where  he  now  commands  a very  lucra- 
tive practice.  He  married  Miss  Gertrude  Foran, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Martin  A.  Foran,  an  ex-congress- 
man of  Cleveland,  and  formerly  of  Susquehanna 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Handrick  is  in  politics  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  held  a number  of  local  offices.  Mrs.  Handrick 
is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  our  sub- 
ject has  always  been  a generous  supporter  of  re- 
ligious causes.  He  has  been  a leading  physician  at 
Friendsville  for  over  thirty-five  years,  and  possesses 
the  same  companionable  and  endearing  qualities 
which  distinguished  his  father.  He  not  only  min- 
isters to  the  physical  ills  of  his  large  clientele,  but 
in  every  way  proves  their  friend,  and  has  thus  won 
a lasting  place  in  their  affections.  His  professional 
attainments  are  of  a high  order,  and  he  keeps  thor- 
oughly in  touch  with  recent  progress  in  medicine. 
In  addition  to  attending  to  his  practice  he  carries 
on  a small  drug  store. 

ELDER  WILLIAM  CLARK  TILDEN.  The 
Tilden  family  were  early  settlers  in  America,  and 
of  English  origin.  The  grandfather  of  the  present 
subject  of  record,  Ebenezer  Tilden,  resided  on  the 
Tilden  homestead  in  Lebanon,  New  London  Co., 
Conn.,  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  family  over 
one  hundred  years.  By  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  he  had 
five  sons  and  three  daughters : Elder  Chester  ( a 

soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  a Baptist  minister  in 
Connecticut  for  many  years),  Joseph,  Augustus, 
Ebenezer,  Thomas,  Lucretia,  Chloe  and  Eliza.  All 
of  these  settled  near  the  old  home  excepting  Thomas 
B.  and  Augustus,  the  former  of  whom  resided 
many  years  in  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Augustus  Tilden  (1798-1875)  married  Sa- 
lincla  Chappel,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  George  A. 

( 1826-1870),  the  mother  dying  soon  after  his  birth. 
For  his  second  wife  he  weclded  Melinda  (i797- 
1882),  daughter  of  Deacon  Nathan  and  Anna 
(Goodwin)  Clark,  all  of  the  same  county  in  Con- 
necticut, and  in  April,  1833,  moved  with  his  wife 
and  three  children — George  A.,  William  C.  and 
Henry  (1831-1864) — to  the  Ladd  farm  on  the 
Chestnut  Rid.ge  road,  then  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, afterward  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.  Here  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
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days  on  the  farm,  amid  the  cares  and  duties  in- 
cident to  farming  and  country  living.  They  had 
been  members  of  the  Lebanon  Baptist  Church, 
brought  to  their  new  home  letters  of  commendation 
and  dismission,  and  soon  united  with  the  Middle- 
town  Church,  continuing  to  worship  there  until 
1842,  when  they  united,  with  others,  to  form  the 
Forest  Lake  Church,  remaining  members  thereof 
throughout  life;  he  was  chosen  deacon,  which  office 
he  honored  until  death.  Deacon  Tilden  was  an 
ardent  friend  of  education,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
in  the  township  to  indorse  the  public-school  law. 
A Whig  in  politics,  yet  an  early  and  earnest  friend 
of  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  a promoter  of  temper- 
ance and  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating  drinks, 
his  example  and  teaching  did  much  in  the  forma- 
tion of  character  in  his  children,  and  in  his  neigh- 
bors. His  only  daughter,  Lucy  Ann,  born  in  1836, 
soon  after  the  family  settled  in  Forest  Lake,  is  the 
wife  of  Hiram  Cogswell,  now  of  Union,  Broome 
Co.,  N.  Y.  George  A.  died  on  the  homestead,  and 
Henry  on  an  adjoining  farm. 

Elder  William  Clark  Tilden  was  born  in  Leba- 
non, Conn.,  May  1,  1S29,  and  was  four  years  of  age 
two  days  after  the  family  reached  the  Pennsylvania 
home.  His  boyhood  was  spent  on  the  farm,  in  the 
active  duties  connected  with  the  work  of  a family 
in  the  early  days  of  home-making  on  farms  cov- 
ered with  stumps  and  virgin  forests,  and  he  thus 
became  inured  to  labor  and  endurance,  with  econ- 
omy and  frugality.  Trained  by  example  and  prac- 
tice to  Church-going,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  be- 
came a professing  Christian  and  united  with  the 
Middletown  Church,  soon  after,  however,  joining 
the  Forest  Lake  Church,  with  which  he  has  remained 
a member  to  the  present  time,  fifty-six  years.  He 
had  the  opportunities  of  the  primitive  common 
schools  a few  months  each  year,  until  fifteen  years 
of  age ; then  a few  months  in  the  Academy  at  Mont- 
rose, taught  by  Dr.  Calvin  C.  Halsey,  followed  by 
teaching  five  winter  terms  near  home,  and  one  in 
Candor,  N.  Y.  Having  decided  to  pursue  a course 
of  study,  he  took  preparatory  studies  in  New  York 
Central  College,  then  at  McGrawville,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  1853  entered  Madison  (now  Colgate)  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1857.  The  same 
year  he  settled  as  pastor  with  the  Forest  Lake  and 
Middletown  Churches,  and  the  next  year  with  the 
Liberty  Church.  During  thirteen  years  of  laborious 
and  successful  service  he  continued  with  the  three 
Churches,  and  with  the  two  former  until  1879. 
Then  for  one  year  he  was  principal  of  Keystone 
Academy,  following  with  one  and  a half  years  as 
pastor  of  the  Church  at  Hallstead,  Penn.  In  the 
spring  of  1883  he  resumed  the  pastorate  of  the  For- 
est Lake  Church,  and  in  March,  1890,  that  of  the 
Middletown  Church,  and  he  has  continued  with  the 
two  Churches  up  to  the  present  time,  March,  1900. 
As  a minister  he  has  aided  all  the  Churches  of  the 
Bridgewater  Association  in  councils,  ordinations, 
associations,  dedications  and  special  meetings,  con- 
tributing to  the  success  of  other  pastors. 


I11  the  fall  of  1864,  through  the  earnest  solicita- 
tions of  friends,  our  subject  opened  a select  school 
at  Forest  Lake,  continuing  the  same  four  seasons, 
as  an  aid  to  young  people  in  advanced  studies,  in  the 
winter  of  1808-69  he  was  principal  of  the  Montrose 
graded  school.  His  well-known  success  in  teach- 
ing and  management  induced  the  school  directors 
to  desire  his  services  as  county  superintendent  of 
schools,  and  in  May,  1869,  he  was  elected  to  that 
office,  and  by  re-elections  continued  the  work  three 
terms — nine  years  in  all.  During  these  years  he 
maintained  Ins  pastoral  work  with  continued  suc- 
cess, and  at  the  same  time  so  filled  the  time  as 
superintendent  as  to  largely  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  schools,  and  to  leave  a permanent  basis  for 
the  success  of  later  years.  He  has  had  a place  in 
Sunday-school  work  from  boyhood,  as  scholar, 
teacher  or  superintendent,  and  a prominent  place  in 
associational  and  county  Sunday-school  work ; also 
in  connection  with  Bible  Society  work  and  distribu- 
tion. In  this  Church  and  school  work  he  has  made 
many  visits  to  families  and  schools ; has  preached 
6,098  sermons,  of  which  779  were  at  funerals ; has 
attended  many  funerals  when  others  officiated ; and 
has  united  319  couples  in  marriage.  To  do  all  this 
work  has  required  a ride  by  private  conveyance  of 
nearly  120,000  miles,  besides  thousands  of  miles  by 
railroad. 

Our  subject  took  an  important  step  when  but 
fourteen  years  of  age  in  signing  a Total  Abstinence 
pledge,  which  has  been  faithfully  kept,  and  temper- 
ance in  life  and  teaching  has  been  maintained  con- 
stantly, with  an  earnest  desire  for  and  belief  in  full 
prohibition  of  manufacture  and  sale  of  alcohol  as  a 
beverage  in  any  form. 

in  1850  Elder  Tilden  married  Miss  Amelia 
Russell,  who  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  May  13, 
1829.  Mrs.  Tilden,  by  her  faithfulness,  prudence 
and  patience,  has  contributed  largely  to  the  success 
of  his  life  work.  Her  parents,  Benjamin  (1793- 
1884)  and  Sally  (Watrous)  (1798-1864)  Russell, 
were  married  in  1824.  The  former  was  a native  of 
England,  and  settled  in  Bridgewater  about  1818, 
the  latter  a native  of  Middleburg,  Schoharie  Co., 
N.  Y.,  who  came  with  her  parents,  Benjamin  (1772- 
1820)  and  Lucy  (Spencer)  (1770-1839)  Watrous, 
and  settled  where  Giles  Watrous  now  lives.  Ben- 
jamin Watrous  was  a native  of  Chester,  Middlesex 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  settled  in  Middleburg,  X.  Y.,  in 
1797.  The  children  of  Elder  William  C.  and  Amelia 
(Russell)  Tilden  are:  Emma  Augusta,  wife  of  C. 

P.  Ball,  a farmer  in  Forest  Lake ; and  Sarah  Me- 
linda, wife  of  Clark  D.  Dayton,  who  lives  on  the 
Davton  farm  in  Jessup,  Susquehanna  county. 

HORATIO  GARRATT.  This  well-known 
resident  of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
successfullv  engaged  in  mercantile  business  there 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  by  his  thrifty  man- 
agement has  acquired  a handsome  competence.  Al- 
though now  advanced  in  years,  he  is  extremely  well- 
preserved.  and  his  erect  figure  and  active  move- 
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ments  indicate  a degree  of  health  and  vigor  which 
many  younger  men  might  envy. 

Mr.  Garratt’s  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in 
the  Empire  State,  and  his  parents,  John  and  Lois 
(Coe)  Garratt,  were  both  natives  of  Otsego  county, 
N.  Y.  They  were  married  in  1806,  and  for  many 
years  made  their  home  on  a farm  near  Burlington, 
m their  native  county.  The  father,  who  was  born 
February  26,  1774,  died  May  21,  1841,  and  the 
mother  was  born  December  26,  1789,  and  died 
April  20,  1843,  their  remains  being  interred  at  Bur- 
lington, N.  Y.  The  mother  was  a devout  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  both  were  much  es- 
teemed for  their  excellent  qualities  of  character. 
By  his  first  marriage,  to  Sally  Watson,  John  Garratt 
had  four  children,  viz.:  Nancy,  born  November  1, 
1797,  who  married  Peter  Davison,  and  died  at 
Sherburne,  N.  Y. ; Andelocia,  born  June  3,  1800, 
who  married  Benoni  Marks,  and  is  deceased ; Pau- 
lina, born  December  1,  1801,  who  died  unmarried; 
and  Seneca,  born  October  9,  1803,  who  married, 
and  is  deceased.  By  his  marriage  with  Lois  Coe 
John  Garratt  had  seven  children,  as  follows:  Will- 
iam S.,  born  14,  1807,  died  March  6,  1839; 

John  W.,  born  March  19,  1809,  died  July  4,  1872 ; 
Horatio  is  our  subject;  Zackariah  Coe,  born  De- 
cember 26,  1813,  died  March  9,  1864;  Mary  Ann, 
born  June  8,  1816,  is  the  widow  of  James  Vaughn, 
of  Utica,  N.  Y. ; Robert  C.,  born  September  7,  1821, 
died  in  March,  1898,  in  (Mound  City,  Ivans. ; and 
Lois,  born  March  11,  1825,  is  the  widow  of  Harris 
Cummings,  of  Otsego,  New  York. 

Horatio  Garratt  was  born  August  24,  1811, 
at  Burlington,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  that  locality.  As  a 
boy  of  fifteen  he  began  clerking  in  a country  store 
at  Burlington,  and  after  an  experience  of  six  years 
with  different  employers,  there  and  elsewhere,  he 
engaged  in  general  mercantile  business  for  himself, 
at  Sherburne,  N.  Y.,  continuing  about  four  years. 
He  then  traded  his  home  for  800  stoves,  and  moved 
to  Painted  Post,  thence  going  to  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  sold  out,  and  in  1855  he  located  at  New  Milford, 
Penn.,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Here  for  two 
years  he  and  Jason  Dickerman,  Jr.,  conducted  a 
general  store.  The  following  year  our  subject 
clerked  for  Mr.  Pratt,  and  then  built  a store  and 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  He  finally  sold 
his  store  to  his  son  Everett  S.,  who  carried  it  on 
for  sixteen  years,  and  it  is  now  owned  by  L.  G.  Mc- 
Collum, a relative.  On  March  3,  1839,  Mr.  Gar- 
ratt was  married,  at  Sherburne,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Har- 
riet M.  Starr,  by  whom  he  had  four  children : Everett 
Starr,  born  July  29,  1841,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below ; Lucia  became  the  wife  of  George  McCol- 
lum; Horatio  L.,  born  March  22,  1847,  died  July 
13,  ^855 : Lewis  L.  died  February  12,  1863.  In 
politics  Mr.  Garratt  is  a Democrat,  and,  though  not 
an  office-seeker,  has  held  some  minor  offices. 

Mrs.  Harriet  M.  (Starr)  Garratt  was  born  at 
Sherburne,  N.  Y.,  February  9.  1815,  and  died  June 
4,  1SS4,  at  New  Milford.  Her  father,  Nahum 


Starr,  formerly  a prosperous  hardware  merchant  of 
Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  was  born  January  27,  1790, 
and  died  December  3,  1861.  Her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Electa  Lathrop,  was  born  in  Ot- 
sego county,  March  10,  1793,  and  died  September 

9,  1880.  They  had  a large  family  of  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Garratt  was  the  eldest;  George  L.,  born 
October  21,  1816,  died  March  12,  i860;  Nancy  S., 
born  November  28,  181— , married  John  L.  Kellogg, 
and  died  March  12,  1849;  Adison  M.,  born  August 
22,  1820,  died  March  30,  1891,  at  Portland,  Ore- 
gon; Edwin  A.,  born  December  27,  1822,  died  July 
14,  1876;  Lewis  M.,  born  November  13,  1824,  died 
October  30,  1887,  at  Portland,  Oregon;  Sidney  L., 
born  February  9,  1827,  died  August  24,  1867,  at 
Sherburne,  N.  Y. ; John  H.,  born  April  24,  1829, 
died  in  Oregon;  Abby  A.,  born  June  19,  1832,  died 
October  21,  1832;  Judson  H.,  born  January  27, 
1834,  died  March  26,  1866,  in  Oregon;  Lucius  Yil- 
leroy,  born  April  4,  1836,  is  a retired  farmer,  and 
resides  in  Portland,  Oregon.  Adison  M.  and  Lewis 
M.  Starr  went  in  1849  to  Portland,  Oregon,  where 
they  started  the  first  bank.  Both  were  tinsmiths  by 
trade,  and  being  short  of  funds  they  opened  a small 
tin  shop  there,  but  later  they  became  very  wealthy 
through  banking  operations  and  other  enterprises, 
Lewis  being  at  one  time  the  owner  of  a line  of  steam- 
ers on  Puget  Sound. 

EVERETT  STARR  GARRATT,  a retired 
merchant  of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
one  of  the  ablest  business  men  of  that  place,  while 
as  a citizen  he  has  proved  himself  public-spirited 
and  progressive.  He  was  born  July  29,  1841,  at 
Sherburne,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Horatio  and  Harriet  M. 
(Starr)  Garratt. 

During  his  boyhood  our  subject  obtained  a good 
common-school  education,  and  after  the  removal  of 
the  family  to  New  Milford,  in  1855,  he  attended  the 
academy  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  for  three  years.  His 
father  was  in  mercantile  business  at  New  Milford, 
and  for  four  years  our  subject  was  employed  in  the 
store  as  a clerk,  but  he  was  not  content  to  settle 
down  without  seeing  something  of  the  world.  In 
1881  he  went  West,  spending  some  time  in  Port- 
land, Oregon.  For  one  season  he  worked  in  the 
gold  mines  on  the  John  Day  river,  but  a year  of 
“roughing  it”  sufficed  to  teach  him  the  advantages 
of  civilized  life,  so  he  returned  home,  and  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  father,  the  firm  becoming 
H.  Garratt  & Son.  As  his  father  wished  to  re- 
tire from  business,  our  subject  took  the  store,  which 
he  successfully  conducted  for  sixteen  years,  on  April 

10,  1890,  selling  the  business  to  his  nephew,  L.  G. 
McCollum.  In  1883  he  invested  in  the  oil  fields, 
spending  a year  in  personal  management  of  his  in- 
terests there,  and  at  various  times  he  has  speculated 
with  marked  success.  While  he  is  not  actively  en- 
gaged in  any  business  at  present,  he  occasionally 
breaks  the  monotony  of  leisure  by  “putting  on  the 
harness"  and  clerking  for  his  nephew,  his  popularity 
with  the  customers  making  the  experience  agreea- 
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ble  to  all  concerned.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  he  has  held  numerous  local  offices,  serving  two 
years  as  burgess,  three  years  as  councilman  of  the 
borough,  three  years  as  chief  of  the  fire  department, 
and  three  years  as  manager  of  the  New  Milford 
water  works.  He  was  formerly  a member  of  the 
Ivn  ights  of  Pythias,  having  been  a charter  member 
of  the  lodge  at  Montrose. 

In  August,  1894,  Mr.  Garratt  was  married,  in 
Salem,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Hila  A.  Barnum,  who  was 
born  June  20,  1S47,  at  Franklin,  Susquehanna 
county,  the  only  child  of  Horace  Barnum.  Her  fa- 
ther, a native  of  the  same  place,  was  born  May  9, 
1819, and  died  February  3,  1895,  at  New  Milford, 
Penn.  Mr.  Barnum  was  married,  November  13, 
1843,  t°  -Hiss  Jane  L.  Halsey,  who  was  born  August 
27,  1822.  at  Franklin,  Morris  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  is  still 
living,  at  New  Milford. 

THOMAS  McFALL  McILHANEY  (de- 
ceased ) was  for  many  years  a leading  citizen  of 
Monroe  county,  and  his  name  is  permanently  iden- 
tified with  the  development  of  that  region.  Begin- 
ning his  career  as  a tradesman,  he  rose,  through  the 
force  of  his  own  personality,  to  an  influential  place 
in  professional,  business,  social  and  political  life, 
and  for  many  years  he  was  entrusted  by  his  fellow 
citizens  with  important  public  duties. 

Mr.  Mcllhaney  was  born  May  13,  1823,  in 
Lower  Mt.  Bethel  township,  Northampton  county, 
son  of  William  Mcllhaney,  and  his  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited  to  a somewhat  irregular  at- 
tendance at  the  common  schools  of  that  day  and  lo- 
cality. As  he  grew  older  he  learned  the  tailor’s 
trade  with  his  father,  and  in  1845  he  removed  to 
Monroe  county,  following  his  trade  first  at  Snyders- 
ville,  and  later  in  Tannersville,  where  he  settled  in 
1847.  There  he  became  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
filling  various  township  offices,  and  serving  as  post- 
master of  the  village.  From  1854  to  1857  he  was 
deputy  prothonotary  of  Monroe  county  under  the 
late  John  Edinger,  but  on  becoming  a candidate 
for  the  office  in  the  latter  year  he  was  defeated.  He 
then  spent  nearly  three  years  in  Harrisburg,  as  clerk 
in  the  office  of  Jacob  Frey,  auditor-general  of  the 
State,  and  in  i860  he  again  became  a candidate  for 
prothonotary  of  Monroe  county,  and  was  elected. 
His  faithful  work  was  appreciated  by  the  people, 
and  he  was  continuously  re-elected  until  1878,  when 
he  retired,  after  a longer  period  of  service  than  was 
ever  known  in  the  State  in  connection  with  a sim- 
ilar office,  save  in  one  instance.  On  his  retirement 
he  devoted  his  time  to  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Hon.  Charlton  Burnett,  of  Stroudsburg,  with 
whom  he  had  registered  some  years  before,  and  in 
1880  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  His  reputation  for 
ability  and  integrity  made  his  entrance  upon  prac- 
tice easy,  and  from  the  first  he  was  called  upon  to 
take  charge  of  important  cases,  his  business  con- 
stantly increasing  with  years.  He  was  identified 
with  different  business  enterprises,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  president  of  the  Stroudsburg  Na- 


tional Bank.  As  a business  man  Mr.  Mcllhaney 
was  noted  for  his  industry,  integrity  and  force  of 
uiaracter,  combined  with  kindness  of  heart,  and 
great  liberality  in  the  support  of  worthy  and  pro- 
gressive movements.  He  possessed  a wonderfully 
retentive  memory,  and  his  mind  was  well-balanced 
and  systematic,  his  ability  and  accuracy  as  an  ac- 
countant being  especially  notable.  While  firm  in 
his  convictions  of  right,  he  was  considerate  with 
those  whose  opinions  differed  from  his  own,  while 
his  suavity  and  geniality  of  disposition  made  him 
popular  in  any  circle.  He  was  a leading  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  he  gave  lib- 
erally of  his  time  and  means,  serving  for  many 
years  as  trustee.  Fraternally  he  was  a prominent 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Free  Masons, 
attending  lodge  regularly  and  filling  many  of  the 
chairs.  His  death  occurred  suddenly  on  December 
15,  1885,  while  in  the  midst  of  a most  successful 
career,  and  brought  sincere  mourning  to  a large  cir- 
cle of  friends,  as  well  as  to  the  family  whose  lov- 
ing companionship  had  made  his  home  his  chief 
earthly  delight. 

On  August  15,  1846,  Mr.  Mcllhaney  married 
Miss  Catharine  M.  Major,  who  survived  him  until 
March  22,  1899,  niaking  her  home  in  Stroudsburg. 
They  had  six  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  adult 
age.  ( 1 ) Georgianna  married  Edward  Baltz,  of 
Stroudsburg.  (2)  Clara  married  Dr.  William  Wolfe, 
of  Chatham,  N.  J.,  and  has  four  children,  Walter 
Mcllhaney,  Catherine  Major,  Van  Horn  D.  and 
William  Clare.  (3)  Flora  married  Walter  Rafferty, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
three.  (4)  Mary  Ellen  married  William  H.  Mudgett, 
of  Camden,  N.  J.  (5)  Fannie  Dreher  married  Will- 
iam Long,  of  Williamsport,  Penn.,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Margaret  Ellen.  (6)  Miss  Augusta  is  at 
home,  and  is  a member  of  the  best  social  circles  of 
the  city. 

Mrs.  Mcllhaney,  who  was  held  in  high  es- 
teem for  her  fine  mental  gifts  and  womanly  char- 
acter, was  born  December  18,  1823,  in  Lower  Mt 
Bethel  township,  and  came  of  an  old  Northampton 
county  family.  Her  grandfather,  Edward  Major 
and  father,  James  C.  Major,  were  prominent  citi- 
zens in  their  day.  James  C.  Major  married  Miss 
Hester  Bitters,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Nye) 
Bitters,  the  former  a native  of  Germany,  and  Mrs. 
Mcllhaney  was  one  of  a family  of  six  children,  the 
others  being:  William,  who  was  drowned  in  early 
manhood ; Edward,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
years ; John,  a resident  of  Michigan ; Sallie  Ann, 
wife  of  Jacob  Johnson,  of  Carthage,  Mo. ; and  Re- 
becca, deceased,  who  was  the  first  wife  of  Jacob 
Johnson. 

FRANKLIN  E.  COLE,  justice  of  the  Deace 
in  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
now  serving  his  third  term  in  that  position,  and  his 
able  and  faithful  discharge  of  official  duties  com- 
mands the  approval  of  his  fellow  citizens,  irrespec- 
tive of  party. 
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Mr.  Cole  was  born  October  9,  1832,  in  Frank- 
lin township,  Susquehanna  county,  a son  of  Ira  and 
Mary  (Bailey)  Cole.  The  parents  were  born  and 
reared  in  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  and  resided 
there  some  years  after  their  marriage,  but  in  1815 
they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  first 
at  Summersville,  and  three  years  later  on  a farm  in 
Franklin  township.  The  father  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  for  many  years,  but  in  early  man- 
hood he  taught  successfully  for  a number  of  terms, 
spending  some  time  at  Lawsville,  Susquehanna 
county.  As  a citizen  he  was  much  respected,  and 
among  the  township  offices  which  he  held  were 
those  of  auditor  and  school  director,  while  he  also 
served  frequently  on  election  boards.  He  died  in 
1865,  aged  seventy-three  years,  and  his  wife  died  in 
1867,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  their  remains  be- 
ing interred  at  Upsonville  cemetery.  They  had 
eight  children:  Elmira  (deceased),  who  married  G. 
N.  Smith,  of  Lathrop ; Emaline  (deceased),  who 
married  Friend  Tuttle:  Eliza  (deceased),  wife  of 
H.  M.  Smith,  of  Franklin  township;  Ira  H.,  who 
died  in  early  manhood,  while  studying  for  the  medi- 
cal profession;  Lowden  B.,  a mechanic  at  Upson- 
ville; Permelia  E.  (deceased),  who  married  H.  A. 
Summers,  of  New  Milford  township;  Franklin 
E.,  our  subject;  and  Augusta,  wife  of  Charles 
Brown,  of  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county. 

’Squire  Cole  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and  as 
a young  man  took  charge  of  the  homestead,  where 
he  resided  until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirty  years. 
At  twenty-five  he  engaged  in  carpentering,  and  for 
five  years  was  employed  as  a bridge  builder  by  the 
Erie  Railroad  Co.  In  January,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
the  army,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  En- 
gineer Corps,  under  Major  Wentz;  in  July  of  the 
same  year  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  account 
of  illness,  and  returned  home.  On  recovering  his 
health  our  subject  spent  four  years  in  the  employ 
of  the  Erie  Co.,  and  in  1868  he  engaged  in  farming 
at  his  present  homestead.  He  has  continued  his 
trade,  however,  and  specimens  of  his  skill  are  to 
lie  found  in  the  excellent  buildings  on  the  place,  all 
of  which  were  constructed  by  him  since  the  des- 
tructive cyclone  of  1890,  which  swept  the  farm. 
Politically  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  in  addition 
to  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  since  1887  he  has 
been  township  clerk,  treasurer  of  the  school  board, 
and  auditor,  while  for  nine  years  he  was  school 
director. 

On  September  15,  1868,  ’Squire  Cole  was  mar- 
ried, at  New  Milford,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Hatch,  who 
was  born  in  New  Milford  in  1842,  and  died  March 
3,  1888,  her  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  New  Milford.  She  was  the  only  child  of 
Reuben  Hatch,  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  his  wife,  Eliza  Mason,  who  made  his  home  at 
the  present  homestead  soon  after  their  marriage. 
Mr.  Hatch  died  of  smallpox  in  1865,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four  years,  and  his  wife  died  in  1894,  aged 
seventy-six.  Three  daughters  were  born  to  our 


subject  and  wife,  Gertrude,  Grace  and  Marion.  On 
February  2,  1894,  Gertrude  married  E.  M.  Blakes- 
lee,  and  they  have  two  sons — Frank,  born  Decem- 
ber 30,  1897;  and  Leon,  born  January  12,  1899. 
Grace  married  M.  W.  Stoddard,  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  June  15,  1897,  and  has  one  daughter,  Pearle, 
born  January  22,  1899.  Marion  married,  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  in  September,  1898,  F.  L.  Lewis,  who 
is  engaged  with  I.  V.  Ketchum  in  the  milk  business 
in  Brooklyn,  as  is  also  Mr.  Stoddard. 

CAPT.  DAVID  E.  WHITNEY,  a prominent 
stock  dealer  and  agriculturist  of  Gibson  township,. 
Susquehanna  county,  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  as  a citizen  has  always  shown  himself  loyal 
to  the  best  interests  of  his  community. 

Like  others  among  our  successful  business  men, 
the  Captain  corners  of  good  New  England  ancestry. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Enos  Whitney,  served  six 
months  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  became  one 
of  the  leading  pioneers  of  Susquehanna  county. 
Enos  Whitney  was  born  August  20,  1761,  in  Bran- 
ford, New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  and  was  married  at 
Wallingford,  in  1787,  to  Eunice  Avery,  who  was 
born  May  22,  1760,  in  Wallingford,  daughter  of 
Abner  Avery.  In  1818  he  removed  to  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  locating  on  a farm  in 
Gelatt  Hollow,  adjoining  that  upon  which  his  son 
Thaddeus  had  settled  in  1817.  He  followed  farming 
in  connection  with  the  blacksmith  trade.  His  wife 
died  in  1838,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  and  he  died 
in  1846,  aged  eighty-five  years,  both  being  buried 
in  Union  Hill  cemetery.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Laura,  who  married  Leonard  Tififany,  of 
Mt.  Pleasant ; Thaddeus,  above  mentioned ; Eunice 
H.,  wife  of  Moses  Chamberlain,  of  Gibson ; Belias, 
our  subject’s  father;  Anna,  wife  of  Preserved 
Pickering;  Enos,  who  married  Margery  Merriman, 
and  lived  in  Gibson ; Paulina,  who  married  Riley 
Case,  and  lived  in  Lenox ; Everett,  who  married 
Julia  Merriman,  and  died  at  Great  Bend,  aged 
eighty-one  years. 

Belias  Whitney,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1794,  in  Connecticut,  but  the  greater  portion  of 
his  life  was  spent  in  this  section.  By  occupation 
he  was  a farmer  and  carpenter,  and  he  was  active  in 
local  affairs  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, for  many  years  serving  as  constable,  collector, 
road  master  and  school  director.  He  died  in  Har- 
ford township,  in  June,  1850,  aged  fifty-six  years, 
and  was  buried  in  Harford  cemetery.  His  wife, 
Jane  (Chase),  who  died  in  Gibson  township  in  1886, 
aged  eighty-five  years,  was  a daughter  of  Daniel  and 
(Philbrook)  Chase,  of  Vermont,  and  ac- 
companied them  in  childhood  to  Jackson  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  After  a few  years  her  par- 
ents removed  to  Windsor,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
her  mother  died,  and  her  father  spent  his  last  davs 
at  the  home  of  one  of  his  children  at  Mt. Pleasant, 
V ayne  Co.,  Pennsvlvania. 

Captain  V hitney  was  born  October  2,  1823, 
at  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  and  as  the  only  son  of  a busy- 
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farmer  was  trained  to  habits  of  usefulness.  After 
the  death  of  his  parents  he  remained  for  some  years 
at  the  farm  in  Harford  township,  a fine  estate  of 
160  acres  which  he  still  owns,  but  in  March,  1870, 
he  removed  to  Iris  present  nomestead  of  twenty- 
one  acres  in  Gibson  township.  He  is  a Republican 
in  politics,  and  while  living  in  Harford  township 
served  as  supervisor,  but  he  does  not  care  for 
official  honors.  He  and  his  wife  are  identified  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Harford,  and  the  Cap- 
tain belongs  to  A.  J.  Roper  Post  No.  452,  G.  A. 
R.,  at  Gibson,  in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of 
commander  for  two  years.  In  1873  he  organized  a 
band  of  musicians  at  Gibson  which  continued  suc- 
cessfully for  ten  years,  and  later  he  assisted  in 
forming  the  present  band  of  eighteen  pieces,  of 
which  he  is  captain.  For  four  years  he  was  captain 
of  a militia  company;  the  regiment  then  disbanded, 
and  on  September  3,  1862,  he  enlisted  at  Harford  in 
Company  B,  17th  Penn.  Cavalry,  which  was  re- 
cruited by  him  at  the  request  of  Gov.  Curtin.  He 
was  appointed  captain,  and  remained  with  the  com- 
pany four  months,  when  he  was  discharged  for  in- 
ability, the  hardships  of  camp  life  having  injured 
his  health  permanently.  While  he  did  not  partici- 
pate in  any  battles  he  was  in  several  skirmishes  dur- 
ing his  period  of  service. 

On  September  12,  1853,  Captain  Whitney  was 
married  at  Harford  to  Miss  Cordelia  Carpenter. 
They  have  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but  have 
reared  three.  Helen  Lyon,  whom  they  took  into 
their  home  when  one  year  old,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Hollis  Wood,  a banker  and  real  estate  agent  at 
Lincoln,  Neb.  Elizabeth  Barnes,  adopted  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years,  married  the  late  W.  B.  Payne,  of 
Harford.  Minnie  Gillespie  married  Charles  Crane, 
of  Binghamton,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Whitney  belongs  to  a well-known  family, 
and  was  born  in  Harford  township,  March  19,  1825, 
daughter  of  Elias  and  granddaughter  of  Obediah 
Carpenter,  of  Massachusetts.  Her  father  was  born 
August  23,  1773,  at  Attleboro,  Mass.,  but  removed 
to  Susquehanna  county  previous  to  his  marriage 
and  became  a successful  farmer.  He  was  the  first 
teacher  in  Harford  township,  and  was  obliged  to 
conduct  his  classes  without  books.  For  many  years 
he  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Harford.  His  death  occurred  October 
9,  1850.  and  his  wife,  Polly  (Hawley),  who  was 
born  November  17,  1779,  died  January  30,  1857, 
both  being  interred  in  Harford  cemetery.  This 
worthy  couple  had  a large  family  of  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Whitney  is  the  youngest ; Ira,  born 
December  4,  1800,  died  December  17,  1877;  Sally 
PL,  born  August  7,  1802,  married  Daniel  Oakley, 
and  died  January  28,  1870;  Ada,  born  October  18, 
1804,  married  Gerdon  Able,  and  died  August  18, 
1871  ; Polly  E..  born  May  18,  1807,  married  Almon 
Clinton,  and  died  August  1,  1869;  Densey,  born 
October  10,  1809,  married  Cyrus  Oakley,  and  died 
December  2T.  i860;  Loretta,  born  October  12,  1812, 
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died  January  2,  1815;  Loranda,  born  July  20,  1815, 
married  Isaac  R.  Lyon,  and  died  August  2,  1858; 
Elias  N.,  born  March  15,  1818,  died  June  10,  1893; 
Betsy,  born  November  13,  1822,  married  Isaac  R. 
Lyon,  and  died  May  6,  1896. 

\\  ILL  I AM  BARBER.  For  more  than  a half 
century  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  an  active 
and  respected  resident  of  Lenox  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  He  has  during  that  time  engaged 
largely  in  farming,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  at- 
tention has  been  devoted  to  mill  work.  He  made 
his  start  in  life  as  a millwright,  and  for  many  years 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  lumbering  in- 
terests of  his  section. 

Mr.  Barber  was  born  in  Abington  township, 
Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna)  Co.,  Penn.,  September 
6,  1822,  being  the  eldest  son  of  Williams  and  Mary 
(Taylor)  Barber,  and  a grandson  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Williams)  Barber.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  born  September  19,  1793,  in  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  when  a young  man  located  in 
Abington  township,  where  in  1818  he  married  Mary 
Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  March 
26,  1803.  She  came  to  Abington  township  with  her 
parents,  Libanus  and  Mehitable  (Hopkins)  Taylor, 
in  the  year  1814.  When  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  about  seven  years  old,  his  parents  moved  from 
Abington  township  to  Benton  township.  Luzerne 
(now  Lackawanna)  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  father 
had  previously  taken  up  a tract  of  wild  land,  cleared 
a plot  of  its  tall  beech  and  maple,  and  erected  there- 
on a log  house,  which  was  the  only  style  of  archi- 
tecture then  in  use  in  the  wilds  of  Pennsylvania. 
Here  the  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
gradually  reducing  the  forest  and  subduing  the 
land,  until  the  farm  was  well  cleared  and  the  land 
in  a good  state  of  cultivation.  In  time  the  log 
house  was  abandoned  for  a larger  and  mor _ con- 
venient frame  dwelling  which  still  stands  to  mark 
the  old  home.  Whenever  the  weather  or  the  season 
forbade  work  on  the  farm  the  father  worked  at  the 
anvil  or  the  bench,  making  at  the  former  knives 
and  many  useful  tools,  and  at  the  latter  (besides 
many  pieces  of  furniture  which  his  children  still 
keep  in  fond  remembrance  of  the  hands  that  made 
them)  window  sashes,  which  he  carried  to'Dundaff, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  sold  to  Charley  Wells,  a 
merchant  who  kept  them  in  his  store  for  sale. 
Sashes  made  by  him  are  still  ( 1900)  in  use  in  the 
frame  house  on  the  old  homestead,  and  in  several 
other  old  houses  throughout  the  countrv.  The  moth- 
ei  was  a weaver,  and,  besides  spinning  the  yarn  for 
and  weaving  many  pieces  of  cloth  which  were  made 
into  clothes  for  herself  and  family,  she  wove 
many  pieces  of  cloth  and  carpets  for  her  neighbors. 
In  politics  the  father  was  a stanch  Democrat.  Will- 
iams Barber  passed  away  June  20,  1875,  his  wife  on 
March  25,  1884.  lacking  only  one  day  of  being 
eighty-one  years  old.  Their  nine  children  were  as 
follows:  Sarah,  who  died  young;  William,  our  sub- 
ject : Clarinda,  wife  of  Ezekiel  Gumaer,  a farmer  of 
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Benton  township,  Lackawanna  county;  Pardon,  a 
farmer  of  Benton  township ; Marvin,  a farmer  of 
Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county ; George,  a 
carpenter  of  Scranton,  for  many  years  largely  en- 
gaged in  moving  buildings;  Mary  L.  (twin  of 
George),  wife  of  Levi  Gumaer,  of  Benton  town- 
ship ; Ira,  a carpenter  of  Scranton ; and  Esther  Jane, 
wife  of  Wells  Wallace,  of  Jermyn,  Pennsylvania. 

William  Barber,  our  subject,  passed  his  boy- 
hood in  Benton  township.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  and  when  he  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  began  active  life  for  himself.  Previ- 
ous to  this  time,  while  watching  the  construction 
of  a sawmill  which  was  built  near  his  father’s  farm, 
he  conceived  the  idea  of  learning  to  be  a millwr  ight. 
Accordingly,  in  1842,  he  was  employed  by  Eliphalet 
Wells,  for  $16  per  month,  to  work  on  a mill  for 
Asa  Brundage,  which  was  built  on  the  farm  later 
owned  by  Isaac  Morgan,  situated  in  that  part  of 
Clifford  township,  Susquenanna  county,  known  as 
the  Welsh  settlement.  Mr.  Barber  was  married, 
February  10,  1847,  to  Eunice  Chamberlin,  who  was 
born  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
January  17,  1828,  a daughter  of  Levi  and  Mary 
(Lott)  Chamberlin,  of  Lenox  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  a granddaughter  of  Wright  and 
Hannah  (Heath)  Chamberlin,  of  Gibson,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  of  Ichabod  and  Sarah  (Roberts) 
Lott,  also  of  Gibson  township,  and  a great-grand- 
daughter of  Moses  and  Jemima  (Wright)  Chamber- 
lin, of  Litchfield,  Conn.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
Wright  Chamberlin,  Sr.,  was  born  June  16,  1758, 
in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  where  he  lived  until  1795,  ex- 
cept for  a residence  of  one  year  and  eight 
months  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  where  he 
married,  for  his  first  wife,  Hannah  Heath.  Re- 
turning to  Litchfield,  he  remained  there  until  May, 
1795,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and  set  out,  with  Den- 
man Coe,  to  visit  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  to 
find  another  farm.  He  purchased  a tract  of  land  at 
Hop  Bottom,  and  there  worked  from  June  26  until 
September  8,  when  he  set  out  for  Litchfield  to  move 
his  family.  He  started  for  Pennsylvania  with  them 
January  21,  1796,  and  arrived  at  the  “Nine  Part- 
ners” settlement,  where  he  was  persuaded  by  John 
Tyler  to  stop,  February  29,  1796.  In  May,  of  the 
same  year,  he  sold  his  possession  at  Hop  Bottom, 
buying  a farm  of  Joshua  Jay,  which  was  situated  on 
Putt’s  Hill,  now  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  to  which  he  moved  his  family  in 
August,  1796,  there  spending  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  was  well  educated  for  his  time,  and  taught 
school  in  part  of  his  own  house  for  the  benefit  of  his 
and  his  neighbors’  children.  He  was  for  many 
years  a taverneer  of  Gibson.  His  first  wife,  Han- 
nah (Heath)  Chamberlin,  dying,  he  married  Sallie 
Holdridge  December  25,  1797,  and  after  her  decease 
wedded  Pollv  Billings.  By  the  first  marriage  there 
were  eight  children,  by  the  second  nine,  and  by  the 
third  nine.  Wright  Chamberlin  was  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mrs.  Barber's  father,  Levi  Chamberlin,  son  of 


Wright  and  Hannah  (Heath)  Chamberlin,  was 
born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  February  17,  1792.  He 
came  to  Gibson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  with  his 
parents  in  1796,  and  there  remained  until  after  he 
was  married,  April  8,  1814,  to  Mary  Lott,  daughter 
of  Ichabod  and  Sarah  (Roberts)  Lott.  She  was 
born  April  28,  1798.  Mr.  Chamberlin,  together 
with  his  brother,  Moses,  and  brother-in-law,  Jere- 
miah Fuller,  was  drafted  for  the  war  of  1812,  and 
went  as  far  as  Danville,  when  news  came  that  peace 
had  been  declared,  and  they  returned  home. 

In  1816  Mr.  Chamberlin  moved  into  the  wilds 
of  New  Milford,  three  miles  from  “Mott’s  Hotel.” 
Just  how  long  he  remained  there  or  at  his  next 
place  of  residence — the  Bennett  farm,  in  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  on  the  Milford  and 
Owego  turnpike,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Will- 
iam Hasbrouck,  Jr.- — is  not  now  remembered,  but 
whjle  living  at  the  last  named  place  he  took  up  a 
tract  of  land  lying  on  the  hill  west  of  the  West 
Clifford  school  house,  bordering  the  Milford  and 
Owego  turnpike,  and  clearing  a small  portion  of  the 
ground  he  erected  a log  house,  into  which  he 
moved  in  the  spring  of  1823.  Here  he  remained  for 
twenty-one  years,  clearing  most  of  the  farm  owned 
by  his  son,  the  late  Pulaski  W.  Chamberlin,  and 
the  farm  owned  and  occupied  by  his  grandson. 
Charles  P.  Chamberlin. 

In  course  of  time  the  old  log  house  was  va- 
cated for  a larger  and  more  commodious  dwelling, 
built  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from  the  old 
one,  and  a little  in  front  of  the  house  now  occu- 
pied by  his  grandson.  Here  he  kept  tavern  for 
many  years,  and,  although  there  was  another  hotel 
within  a mile,  his  house  was  often  filled  to  its  ut- 
most with  travelers  from  Brooklyn,  Dimock,  and 
Montrose,  who  hauled  their  grain  to  Carbondale. 
The  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Chamberlin 
spent  in  Lenox  township,  on  the  farm  lying  on  the 
south  side  of  the  east  branch  of  the  Tunkhannock 
creek,  two  miles  below  Lenoxville  (then  known  as 
Doud  Hollow),  which  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  his  grandson,  Valentine  W.  Barber,  and  here 
for  several  years  he  kept  the  toll-gate  on  the  Lons- 
dale and  Brooklyn  turnpike.  Mr.  Chamberlin  was 
a stanch  Republican,  and  a devout  Christian,  being 
a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  wife,  Mary  (Lott)  Chamberlin, 
passed  away  July  19,  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years,  and  he  followed  April  3,  1876,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  Their  children  were : Pulaski 
W.,  a carpenter  and  farmer  of  West  Clifford : 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Warren  Price,  of  Lenox  town- 
ship ; Azubah,  wife  of  Charles  D.  V ilson,  of 
Nicholson,  Penn. ; Mary,  wife  of  Hiram  Barnum, 
of  Hallstead,  Penn.;  Catharine,  who  died  young; 
Diana,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Coleman,  of  Dimock,  Sus- 
quehanna county;  Levi  (a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war), 
now  a resident  of  Silvara,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.; 
Elvira,  a maiden  lady,  of  Lenox;  Eunice,  wife  of 
William  Barber,  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Andrew 
J.,  a carpenter  of  Hopbottom,  Penn.;  Hannah,  who 
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died  of  consumption  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  ; 
Sarah,  first  wife  of  Moses  Cox,  who  also  died  of 
consumption,  in  1852;  Ellen,  wife  of  Merritt  Penny, 
of  South  Montrose,  Penn. ; and  Milo,  who  died 
young. 

In  1848  Mr.  Barber  purchased  a seventv-five- 
acre  tract  of  land  of  Charles  Hobbs,  which  was 
situated  in  Lenox  township,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
east  branch  of  the  Tunkhannock  creek,  one  and  a 
half  miles  below  Lenoxville  (then  called  Doud 
Hollow)  and  which  he  has  cleared  and  greatly  im- 
proved. The  log  house  in  which  they  began  house- 
keeping April  1,  1848,  was  vacated  in  1859  for  a 
larger  and  more  convenient  frame  structure,  which 
in  1884  was  abandoned  for  the  beautiful  and  com- 
modious house  which  they  now  occupy.  Here  Mr. 
Barber  and  his  faithful,  frugal  and  industrious 
wife  have  dwelt  for  fifty-two  years.  In  connection 
with  clearing  and  improving  the  farm,  which  he  has 
increased  to  120  acres,  he  for  many  vears  followed 
his  trade,  working  on  the  farm  summers,  and  at 
millwork  during  the  winter.  He  built  his  first 
steam  sawmill  in  Carbondale,  for  G.  M.  Hollenback. 
during  the  winter  of  1859-60.  Among  the  several 
mills,  run  by  water  power,  which  he  built,  was  the 
■one  situated  on  the  east  branch  of  the  Tunkhannock 
creek,  about  one  mile  below  liis  residence,  which  he 
afterward  bought  and  successfully  worked  for  sev- 
eral years,  doing  both  custom  and  private  sawing. 
Mr.  Barber’s  political  support  has  always  been 
given  to  the  Democratic  party.  He  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  Clifford  Grange,  and  he  belonged 
to  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Waverly.  Mr.  Barber  has 
been  a man  of  robust  health  and  unusual  strength 
until  within  the  last  fifteen  years,  since  which  time 
lie  has  been  an  uncomplaining  sufferer  from  sciatica, 
which  has  seriously  crippled  him. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  eight  children  have 
been  born,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  at  which 
time  each  set  out  for  him  or  herself,  leaving  the 
parents,  as  they  began,  alone,  except  during  school 
vacations,  when  the  third  daughter,  E.  Miena — for 
many  years  a teacher  in  Susquehanna  and  Lacka- 
wanna counties,  where  she  had  a most  successful 
career  in  her  educational  work — would  return  to 
the  paternal  roof  and  lend  a helping  hand.  She 
was  progressive  in  her  school  work,  and  tried  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  best  educational  thought  of 
the  day.  When  age  and  disease  so  disabled  the 
parents  that  she  was  unable  to  do  justice  to  both 
the  home  work  and  the  school  she  gave  up  the 
latter,  and  remained  at  home.  The  children  are : 
Diana  E..  wife  of  Adam  B.  Miller,  a blacksmith  and 
farmer  of  Lenox  township,  has  three  children — 
Myra  I.,  wife  of  Burton  Clarkson  (has  one  child, 
B.  Bell)  ; and  Elmina  and  Ralph,  at  home.  Hannah 
died  young.  Freeman  J.  went  to  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory. and  has  not  been  heard  from  for  several  years. 
E.  Miena.  Valentine  W.,  a carpenter  and  farmer  of 
Lenox,  married  Adelaide  Philipps,  and  has  four 
sons — Frank  J.,  Vernon  E.,  Earl  S.,  and  Clifton  L. 
Ella  A.  died  young.  Edgar  A.,  a carpenter  of  Peck- 


ville,  married  Ida  Clarkson,  but  has  no  children: 
he  is  a contractor,  and  a dealer  in  all  kinds  of 
building  material.  Ina  is  the  wife  of  Willis  M.  Ran- 
som, and  has  two  children — E.  Pearl  and  Ronald. 
Mr.  Ransom  was  for  several  years  a merchant  at 
Lenoxville,  Susquehanna  county,  until  afflicted  by 
nervous  prostration,  when  he  bought  the  Frank 
Sheridan  farm,  near  Glenwood,  Penn.,  and  he  in- 
tends to  try  farming  for  his  health. 

DAVID  JACKSON  RAUB  (deceased)  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  prominent  residents  of 
Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  a fine  type 
of  the  intelligent,  Christian  citizen,  industrious  and 
enterprising  in  his  private  affairs,  deeply  interested 
in  the  moral  and  material  welfare  of  the  commun- 
ity, and  winning  the  esteem  of  all  classes  by  his  un- 
failing kindness  of  heart  and  sterling  uprightness 
of  character. 

Mr.  Raub  was  a native  of  Warren  county,  N 
J.,  born  November  23,  1823,  son  of  Andrew  and 
Catherine  (Butts)  Raub,  farming  people,  who 
passed  their  entire  lives  in  New  Jersey.  Andrew 
Raub  was  born  March  29,  1783,  in  that  State,  where 
his  parents,  Michael  and  Anna  Raub,  settled  in  an 
early  day,  coming  from  Germany,  their  native  land. 
They,  too,  were  engaged  in  farming.  Their  family 
consisted  of  eight  children,  viz. : Andrew ; Will- 

iam : Michael;  Betsey,  who  married  John  Stout; 
Mary  A.,  who  married  Benjamin  Sutton;  Anna, 
who  married  Samuel  Vaughn ; Katie,  who  married 
John  Fleming;  and  Sarah,  who  married  Abraham 
Rice.  On  November  26,  1805,  Andrew  Raub  wed- 
ded Catherine  Butts,  who  was  born  November  1, 
1781,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  children  as 
follows:  Mary  Ann,  born  August  19,  1806,  who 

died  young;  Michael,  born  September  30,  1808,  a 
farmer  of  Lackawanna  county,  who  died  January  6, 
1899;  Eliza,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  un- 
married: Jacob,  born  January  5,  1815,  who  died  in 
1869;  Sarah,  born  April  25,  1817,  now  deceased, 
who  married  John  A.  Kirkhoff : William,  born  Sep- 
tember 3,  1819,  deceased;  Sidney  M.,  who  died 
April  24,  1882,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  married  to 
George  Van  Scoten,  who  died  in  June,  1863,  while 
serving  in  the  Civil  war ; and  David  Jackson,  our 
subject.  Andrew  Raub,  the  father,  passed  away 
February  21,  i860,  the  mother  February  9,  1831. 

David  J.  Raub  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  receiving  such  advantages  for.  education  as 
the  common  schools  of  his  time  and  place  afforded, 
and  during  his  early  years  learned  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  which  he  followed  until  coming  to  Susque- 
hanna county.  As  he  did  not  like  the  trade  he  gave 
it  up  after  settling  in  Auburn  township,  and  devot- 
ed himself  to  farming  pursuits.  He  became  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  township, 
where,  by  industry  and  good  management,  he  ac- 
quired a fine  property,  owning  two  farms,  and  he 
was  chosen  to  fill  various  positions  of  trust,  serv- 
ing ablv  as  auditor  and  assessor,  and  assisting  in 
; numerous  wavs  in  the  local  civil  administration. 
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lie  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Republicans,  but  he  was 
a Prohibitionist  in  principle.  In  1852  he  united 
with  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  he  was  ever  an 
earnest  member  and  zealous  worker,  carrying  his 
Christianity  into  his  every-day  affairs,  and  living  a 
consistent  and  pure  life.  His  last  words  were: 
“Under  the  shadow  of  His  wings.”  Mr.  Raub 
passed  away  May  8,  1897,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Jersey  Hill  cemetery,  mourned  far  and  wide  in  Au- 
burn township  as  a citizen  whose  place  could  not 
easily  be  filled,  and  a friend  and  neighbor  whose 
like  is  not  met  with  every  day. 

On  November  7,  1846,  David  J.  Raub  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Amy  Pierson,  and  they 
reared  a family  of  four  children,  namely:  Retta 

M.,  who  married  Charles  Fuller,  a farmer  of  Au- 
burn township ; Sarah  Catherine,  wife  of  Charles 
Tewksbury,  of  Kirwin,  Bighorn  Co.,  Wyoming; 
Benjamin  P.,  a lumberman  of  Towanda,  Penn,  (he 
married  Cora  Silvara)  ; and  Frances,  who  married 
Abijah  James,  a druggist,  of  Ely,  Minn.  Mrs. 
Raub  is  an  intelligent,  well-preserved  woman.  She 
was  born  June  6,  1827,  in  Warren  county,  N.  J., 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  granddaughter  of  Daniel 
and  Susanna  (Jones)  Pierson,  who  were  farming 
people  of  Connecticut.  Joseph  Pierson  was  born 
in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  in  early  manhood  re- 
moved to  Warren  county,  same  State,  thence,  in 
1841,  coming  to  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  ended  his  days.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  but  during  his  latter  years  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  Mary 
White,  daughter  of  William  and  Amy  (Runion) 
White,  farming  people,  who  settled  in  Auburn  town- 
ship in  1841,  and  they  had  four  children!  Amy, 
Mrs.  Raub;  Benjamin,  who  died  in  1870;  Charles 
W.,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township ; and  Susanna, 
who  married  Milton  Harris,  of  Auburn  township. 
The  father  died  August  21,  1865,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years,  the  mother  surviving  until  Sep- 
tember 28,  1886,  reaching  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  They  were  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey 
Hill  cemetery.  They  were  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  but  as  there  was  no  Society  of  that  denom- 
ination in  Auburn  on  their  removal  here  they  united 
with  the  M.  P.  Church,  and  he  was  one  of  the  three 
men  who  erected  the  first  M.  P.  church  in  the  town- 
ship. Mr.  Pierson  was  an  active  citizen  of  this 
locality,  holding  office  and  otherwise  taking  a promi- 
nent part  in  public  affairs. 

ELIJAH  CARPENTER,  a well-known  and 
honored  citizen  of  Uniondale,  Susquehanna  county, 
who  is  now  engaged  in  the  fire  and  life  insurance 
business,  was  born  at  that  place,  November  29, 
1826,  a son  of  Ezra  and  Happy  (Burdick)  Carpen- 
ter, the  former  a native  of  Harford,  Penn.,  the  lat- 
ter of  Rhode  Island. 

By  occupation  the  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
farmer,  carpenter,  builder  and  lumberman,  and,  be- 
ing a man  of  prominence  in  bis  community,  be  was 
often  called  upon  to  fill  township  offices.  In  pol- 


itics he  was  first  a Whig  and,  later,  a Republican, 
and  in  religious  belief  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
Presbyterians.  He  was  born  October  27,  1801,  and 
died  in  Uniondale,  in  March,  1887,  and  his  wife, 
born  March  j8,  1805,  died  at  the  same  place,  in 
March,  1871,  their  remains  being  interred  in  Union- 
dale  cemetery.  Elijah  is  the  eldest  of  their  chil- 
dren; Alva  died  in  Uniondale,  in  1894;  Nancy 
(first)  married  Miner  Dimock,  and  (second)  An- 
drew Gregg,  but  is  again  a widow,  and  a resident 
of  Uniondale ; Russell  is  a merchant  of  Carbondale, 
Penn.;  Clarissa  A.,  deceased,  (first)  married  Alvin 
Spoor,  and  (second)  Henry  Dix ; Julina  is  the  wife 
of  Dimock  Williams,  a carpenter  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ; Sheppard  is  a farmer  of  Uniondale ; Zerah, 
after  having  served  nearly  four  years'  in  the  Union 
army,  was  killed  while  at  work  at  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Berrilla,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  John  Bolton;  and  Warren  died  in  Clif- 
ford township.  Our  subject’s  paternal ‘grandpar- 
ents were  Ezra  and  Mary  (Falet)  Carpenter,  and 
hs  maternal  grandparents  were  Kendall  and  Han- 
nah Burdick. 

Elijah  Carpenter  was  reared  on  a farm  which 
occupied  the  present  site  of  Uniondale,  and  has 
passed  his  entire  life  here,  with  the  exception  of 
four  years  spent  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.  His 
early  education  was  acquired  in  a district  school 
near  his  boyhood  home,  and  a select  school  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Penn.,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  com- 
menced learning  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  his  fa- 
ther, working  with  him  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. He  continued  to  follow  that  occupation 
through  the  summer  months  for  many  years,  and  at 
the  same  time  taught  vocal  music  for  fifteen  years. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  feeling  the  need  of  a bet- 
ter education  in  music,  he  again  entered  school, 
pursuing  the  study  of  that  art  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Lowell  Mason  and  George  James  Webb, 
who  were  then  holding  institutes  at  Syracuse  and 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  attending  one  term  at  each 
place. 

On  November  13,  1851,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Penn., 
Mr.  Carpenter  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  E.  Campbell,  and  to  them  were  born  five 
children,  namely:  Gertrude  E.,  deceased  wife  of 

Judson  Cole,  was  at  one  time  a school  teacher,  and 
was  the  first  in  this  section  of  the  State  to  graduate 
from  a training  school  for  nurses ; Theodore  A. 
married  Olive  Norton,  and  is  a mason  of  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn. ; Blanche  I.  is  a trained  nurse,  residing 
at  home ; Bernard  A.  married  Lizzie  Brown,  and 
was  killed  while  holding  the  position  of  locomotive 
engineer ; and  Grace  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ray  Lyons, 
of  Muncy,  Penn.  Mrs.  Carpenter  was  born  in  Her- 
rick township,  November  13,  1834,  a daughter  of 
Sylvanus  H.  and  Mary  (Eggleston)  Campbell,  the 
former  a native  of  Herrick,  the  latter  of  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  died  in  Ararat  township.  Susquehanna 
county,  in  November,  1875,  aged  sixtv-six  years, 
being  killed  by  an  engine  while  walking  on  the  rail- 
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Toad  track,  and  he  was  buried  in  that  township. 
The  mother  died  November  23,  1834,  aged  twenty- 
one  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Lyons  Street 
cemetery.  Mrs.  Carpenter  was  their  only  child ; 
she  has  two  half-sisters,  Mrs.  R.  Warren  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Butler,  both  of  Clifford  township. 

In  March,  1867,  Mr.  Carpenter  removed  to 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  for  one  }^ear  he  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business,  making  the  sale  of  butter 
and  eggs  a specialty.  He  finally  embarked  in  the 
wholesale  produce  business,  which  he  carried  on 
at  that  place  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
returning  to  Uniondale,  as  the  railroad  had  been 
built  to  this  place,  and  here  engaging  in  the  same 
trade  for  a time.  But  after  being  injured  by  a fall, 
while  erecting  his  present  residence,  he  gave  up 
the  business,  and  has  since  been  interested  in  the 
insurance  and  nursery  business.  He  is  now  living 
practically  retired,  but  still  owns  the  old  Kendall 
Burdick  farm,  in  Clifford  township,  which  belonged 
to  his  maternal  grandfather,  and  on  which  the  Sev- 
enth-Day Baptist  church  now  stands.  He  also 
owns  three  nice  dwellings  in  the  village  of  Union- 
dale. 

While  a resident  of  Clifford,  Mr.  Carpenter  en- 
listed, for  one  year,  on  March  6,  1865,  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  B,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  in  active 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  a term  of  between 
three  and  four  months.  He  is  now  a member  of  the 
Grand  Army  Post  at  Uniondale,  and  the  Order 
of  Junior  Mechanics  at  the  same  place.  His  po- 
litical support  is  always  given  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  has  been  honored  with  a number  of 
offices,  having  been  justice  of  the  peace  five  years, 
notary  public  seven  years  and  burgess  four  terms, 
and  at  the  last  borough  election  he  was  again 
chosen,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  to  serve  as 
justice  of  the  peace  another  term  of  five  years,  and 
burgess  of  the  town  for  a term  of  three  years.  In 
1838  he  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  was 
ordained  an  elder  in  1862,  and  served  as  trustee 
many  years  and  as  Sunday-school  superintendent 
about  fifteen  years,  resigning  at  the  end  of  that 
time  in  favor  of  Freeman  Carpenter,  who  was 
younger.  In  1804  our  subject  was  also  sent  as  a 
commissioner  to  the  general  assembly  at  Saratoga, 
X.  Y.,  representing  the  Lackawanna  Presbytery. 
He  commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact,  on  account  of  his  stei- 
ling  worth  and  nobility  of  character. 

NOAH  BALDWIN,  an  old  and  highly-re- 
spected resident  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  December  29,  1816,  in  Bridgewa- 
ter township,  that  county,  and  comes  of  New  Eng- 
land stock,  his  father  and  grandfather  having  been 
born  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  The  latter . Noah 
Baldwin,  married  and  reared  his  family  in  his  na- 
tive State. 

Scott  Baldwin,  father  of  Noah,  was  born  June 
16,  1788,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Connecticut,  in 
1806  or  1807  coming  with  his  brother  Samuel  to 


Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  from  the  Mohawk, 
twenty-eight  miles  below  Utica.  The  journey 
through  the  woods  which  then  covered  this  region 
was  made  with  oxen  and  ox-sleds.  Scott  Baldwin 
took  up  100  acres  of  land  one  mile  from  Montrose, 
which  cost  him  $1.50  per  acre,  and  here  he  passed 
the  greater  part  of  his  life,  clearing  and  improving 
his  tract,  and  engaging  in  farming.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  Connecticut,  to  Miss  Louisa  Cook,  who  was 
born  May  5,  1788,  and  they  had  a large  family, 
viz.:  David,  Alfred,  Sally,  Chapman,  John,  Noah. 
Edmund,  Myron,  Hannah  (who  married  Henry 
Robinson,  of  New  Milford,  Penn.),  Almira  (Mrs. 
James  Youngs),  Louisa  (Mrs.  W.  P,  Snedaker), 
and  Isaac  (who  was  killed  in  Missouri  while  serv- 
ing as  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war).  All  are  now 
deceased  but  Noah  and  Hannah.  Scott  Baldwin 
passed  away  in  April,  1874,  in  Montrose,  Penn., 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years ; his  wife 
preceded  him  to  the  grave  January  16,  1869. 

Noah  Baldwin  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Bridgewater  township,  where  he  was  reared,  and  as 
soon  as  he  was  able  began  to  assist  his  parents,  re- 
maining under  the  parental  roof  up  to  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two years.  He  was  married,  in  Auburn  township, 
to  Miss  Laura  Gregory,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Hody  (Miller)  Gregory,  of  Bridgewater  township, 
and  they  made  their  home  on  a tract  of  land  owned 
by  Mrs.  Baldwin,  in  Auburn  township.  Mr.  Bald- 
win was  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming 
throughout  his  active  career,  and  he  still  retains 
seventy  acres  of  good  land,  at  one  time  owning  a 
much  larger  tract.  By  industry  and  thrifty  man- 
agement he  acquired  a comfortable  competence, 
which  he  richly  deserved,  and  he  is  now  enjoying  in 
retirement  the  fruits  of  his  early  toil,  respected  by 
all  who  know  him  as  a man  of  high  principle  and 
sound  integrity.  He  has  been  deeply  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  his  community,  though  he  has  been 
"Trcmaspirant  to  public  honors,  refusing  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  as  he  preferred  to  give  his  en- 
tire attention  to  his  private  affairs.  He  has,  how- 
ever, served  as  a member  of  the  election  board, 
and  in  political  affiliation  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 
He  belonged  to  the  Know-Nothing  party  in  its 
flourishing  days. 

To  Noah  and  Laura  (Gregory)  Baldwin  were 
born  children  as  follows:  Fidelia,  who  died  young; 
Adoniram,  living  in  Auburn  township;  Lewis,  de- 
ceased ; Adelaide,  deceased,  who  was  married  to 
Q.  Sturdevant;  Priscilla,  deceased:  Louise  Ophelia, 
deceased;  Daniel  Scott,  deceased;  Francis,  a fanner 
and  dairyman  of  Auburn  .township ; Alfred  Cook, 
Mary,  Hulda  and  Flora  E.,  all  deceased ; Elsie,  wife 
of  Allen  Welch,  of  Montrose ; and  Willis,  living  near 
Montrose.  The  mother  of  these  was  called  to  her 
long  home  January  29,  1888,  and  Mr.  Baldwin  sub- 
sequently married,  in  Auburn  township,  Mrs.  Caro- 
line (McLeand)  LaFrance,  who  was  born  July  13, 
1824,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Gregory) 
McLeand.  Her  father,  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
died  in  1872,  in  Waukesha  county.  Wis.,  at  the  ad- 
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vancecl  age  of  eighty-five ; her  mother,  who  was  a 
native  of  Bridgewa-ter  township,  passed  away  in 
1858,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  Caroline  Mc- 
Leand  was  first  married  to  Z.  LaFrance,  who  was 
born  April  4,  1818,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
ten  children — Dana,  Peter,  Levi,  Riach,  Byron  (de- 
ceased), Frederick,  Freeman,  Solomon,  Maria 
(married),  and  Josephine  (wife  of  John  Grace). 

Mr.  Baldwin  became  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  uniting  with 
the  Society  at  Montrose,  and  he  has  ever  since  been 
a zealous  Church  worker,  being  one  of  the  most 
active  in  the  establishment  of  the  Church  at  South 
Auburn,  of  which  he  has  been  deacon  over  forty 
years.  Socially  he  holds  membership  with  the 
Patrons  of  Industry. 

HON.  JAMES  EDINGER,  associate  judge  of 
Monroe  county,  is  one  of  Stroudsburg's  leading 
citizens,  and  is  not  only  prominent  in  public  life, 
but  has  won  an  enviable  place  in  business  circles. 
He  possesses  in  a marked  degree  the  qualities  of 
character  which  constitute  good  citizenship,  and 
few  men  in  his  locality  enjoy  as  fully  as  he  the 
confidence  of  the  community. 

According  to  tradition  the  Edinger  family  in 
this  country  is  descended  from  two  brothers  of  that 
name,  Melchoir  and  William,  who  came  from  Ger- 
many at  an  early  date.  The  descendants  of  Will- 
iam are  now  numerous  in  Northampton  county,  but 
our  subject’s  branch  of  the  family  traces  descent 
from  Melchoir. 

Henry  Edinger,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Northampton  county,  but  became  a farmer 
near  Tannersville,  Monroe  county,  where  he  died  in 
1836.  His  wife,  Eve  Schlect,  died  in  Stroudsburg 
in  1867,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven. 

John  Edinger,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Plainfield  township,  Northampton  county, 
November  18,  1806,  came  during  boyhood  to  this 
section,  and  was  reared  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Tannersville.  In  1853  he  was  elected  county  treas- 
urer and  removed  to  Stroudsburg,  and  he  afterward 
served  two  terms  as  prothonotary.  On  retiring 
from  office  he  continued  to  reside  in  Stroudsburg, 
and  his  death  occurred  there  July  14,  1881.  He  was 
one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  his  county  in  his 
day,  and  for  many  years  he  was  active  in  religious 
work  as  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He 
married  Miss  Julia  Metzgar,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 30,  1808,  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  died  January  15,  1892.  Her  family  was  also 
of  German  origin,  and  her  father,  George  Metzgar, 
was  a prominent  resident  of  Hamilton  township. 
Eleven  children  were  born  to  John  and  Julia  Ed- 
inger: (1)  George  H.,  born  January  22,  1831, 

died  August  6,  1832.  (2)  Catherine  J.,  born  No- 

vember .21,  1832,  married  (first)  Rudolph  Troch, 
and  after  his  decease  S.  P.  Stillwell.  By  the  first 
marriage  she  had  two  children — Emma,  who  mar- 
ried Walter  E.  Seeley,  and  had  one  child,  now  de- 
ceased ; and  John,  a locomotive  engineer,  who  mar- 


ried a Miss  Overbaugh,  and  resides  in  Scranton, 
Penn.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were  also 
two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  childhood,  and 
the  other,  Mamie,  married  Andrew  Warman,  and 
has  one  son,  Saron.  (3)  Anna  Maria,  born  May 
23,  1834,  married  Charles  Shafer,  now  deceased,  son 
of  Philip  Shafer,  a venerable  and  highly-esteemed 
resident  of  Scranton.  Of  the  two  children  of  this 
union,  Orrin  died  in  childhood;  and  John,  a locomo- 
tive engineer,  married  Miss  Lizzie  Vinegar,  and 
resides  in  Scranton.  (4)  Eve,  born  June  28,  1836, 
died  August  30,  1840.  (5)  Elmira  E.,  born  Sep- 

tember 18,  1838,  married  James  Boys  (now  de- 
ceased), of  New  York  City,  and  had  two  sons — 
George,  who  married  Miss  Sally  Walton,  and  is 
now  deceased ; and  Robert,  in  business  in  New 
York.  (6)  John  M.,  born  June  3,  1840,  died  May 
4,  1841.  (7)  Adam,  born  March  5,  1842,  died 

March  26,  1843.  (8)  James,  our  subject,  is  men- 

tioned more  fully  below.  (9)  One  child,  born 
March  6,  1848,  died  unnamed.  (10)  Miss  Almea, 
born  January  16,  1849,  resides  in  Stroudsburg. 
( 1 1 ) Milton,  born  May  31,  1853,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Stroudsburg,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  harness  maker,  which  he  followed  about  six 
years.  He  then  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  later 
conducted  a grocery,  and  at  present  he  has  a gro- 
cery store  in  Stroudsburg.  He  is  a Democrat,  and 
socially  is  connected  with  the  Royal  Arcanum,  while 
he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  On  January  10,  1874,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Alice  McCarty,  who  was  born  May  13,  1855, 
in  Milford,  Pike  county,  and  they  have  had  five 
children — Olive,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; 
John,  who  died  in  the  late  war;  Augustus,  who  died 
when  about  two  years  old;  and  James  F.  and  Dell,, 
who  are  attending  school. 

Judge  Edinger  was  born  August  30,  1845,  at 
Bartonsville,  Monroe  county,  and  received  his  lit- 
erary education  in  the  Stroudsburg  schools.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  became  a clerk  in  a store,  and 
at  twenty-four  he  engaged  in  general  mercantile 
business  on  his  own  account,  later  disposing  of  the 
store;  for  some  time  he  was  one  of  the  managers 
of  the  Monroe  County  Mutual  Fire  Association. 
He  was  also  a director  in  the  Stroudsburg  National 
Bank  at  one  time,  and  is  now  in  the  mercantile 
business.  He  has  always  been  an  ardent  Demo- 
crat, and  has  held  numerous  offices,  serving  three 
years  as  a member  of  the  borough  council  of 
Stroudsburg,  one  year  as  burgess,  and  three  terms 
as  county  auditor.  In  1895  he  was  elected  to  his 
present  office,  of  associate  county  judge,  for  a term 
of  five  years.  He  is  a man  of  powerful  build  and 
rare  courage,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  these 
endowments  have  been  put  to  test.  In  1868,  when 
the  Brodhead  murder  occurred,  a reward  of  $500 
was  offered  for  the  capture  of  either  of  the  mur- 
derers (there  being  two),  who  had  escaped  from 
jail  after  the  death  sentence  had  been  imposed. 
The  search  was. vigilant.  Judge  Edinger  was  suc- 
cessful in  catching  one  of  them,  Charles  Orme,  and 
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for  thirty-nine  nights,  and  until  the  day  of  execu- 
tion, he  watched  at  the  jail  to  see  that  the  prisoner 
did  not  again  escape.  The  other  was  never  caught. 
While  our  subject  was  acting  as  burgess  of  Strouds- 
burg the  Elder  murder  occurred,  and  when  the 
negro  murderer  was  awaiting  trial  a mob  of  about 
200  attacked  the  jail,  intending  to  lynch  the  prisoner. 
Under  the  brave  and  judicious  leadership  of  Judge 
Edinger,  however,  the  better  element  of  the  town 
restored  order  before  any  damage  was  done.  Also, 
during  the  year  he  was  burgess,  and  while  they 
were  building  the  New  York,  Susquehanna  & West- 
ern railroad,  a riot  almost  occurred,  but,  through 
the  efforts  of  Judge  Edinger,  one  policeman  and  a 
few  citizens,  five  of  the  leaders  were  quickly  housed 
in  the  lockup,  and  the  mob  dispersed. 

In  1873  the  Judge  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Sing- 
master,  a niece  of  Jacob  Singmaster,  the  millionaire 
tanner.  She  was  born  at  St.  Francisville,  Mo.,  in 
1853,  and  died  in  1876.  In  1880  the  Judge  formed 
a second  union,  with  Miss  Catherine  Smith,  of 
Logansport,  Inch  The  only  child  of  the  first  mar- 
riage, Florence,  is  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  Henry 
Hibshman,  of  Newburg,  Cumberland  Co.,  Penn. 
By  the  second  marriage  there  was  one  daughter, 
Ruth,  now  deceased.  The  family  is  prominent  in 
the  best  social  circles  of  Stroudsburg,  and  the  Judge 
is  connected  with  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  with  the 
Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he  is  a leading  member. 

GERSPIAM  BUNNELL,  now  living  retired, 
is  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  Lehman  township, 
Pike  county,  who,  by  developing  a good  farm  from 
the  wilderness,  have  materially  aided  in  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  this  region.  He  has  met  with 
a well-deserved  success  in  his  calling. 

Mr.  Bunnell  was  born  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  January  6,  1821,  and  is 
a representative  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  that  county,  his  great-grandfather,  Isaac 
Bunnell,  with  two  brothers,  Solomon  and  Benja- 
min, Jiaving  located  in  Middle  Smithfield  township 
at  a very  early  day,  and  there  continued  to  reside 
throughout  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  His  grand- 
parents, Isaac  and  Lanah  Bunnell,  were  natives  of 
Monroe  county,  the  former  born  July  13,  1738,  the 
latter  June  17,  1741.  Their  children  were:  James, 
born  February  16,  1767;  Mary,  wife  of  William 
Bensley,  born  October  7,  1769;  Gersham,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  born  in  1770;  John,  born  August  11, 
1772;  William,  born  October  2,  1780;  David,  born 
April  23,  1783;  Henry,  born  July  3,  1786;  and  Bar- 
nett, born  February  16,  1789,  who  married  Charity 
Dickerson. 

Gersham  Bunnell,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  when  it  formed  a part  of 
Pike  county,  and  died  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, December  2,  1828.  He  was  married,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1794,  to  Lanah  Tock,  by  whom  he  had  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Benjamin;  John;  Mary,  wife  of 

Elijah  Quigley;  Pattie,  wife  of  Daniel  Benslev; 
Lanah,  wife  of  Isaac  Quigley ; and  Hannah,  wife  of 


\\  illiam  Pennell.  The  father  was  again  married, 
June  27,  1814,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Leanora  (Smith)  Brink,  a native  of  Lehman  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  who  subsequently  married  Jacob 
Morey.  She  died  at  Mt.  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years.  By  the  second  union 
three  children  were  born:  James,  who'  married 

Julia  Walter,  and  died  April  21,  1879,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-one  years,  one  month  and  twenty-six  days ; 
Gersham,  who  is  residing  with  his  nephew  on  the 
old  homestead ; and  Henry,  who  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below. 

Mr.  Bunnell,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  remained  on  the  home  farm  with  his  half- 
sister  and  her  husband  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
eighteen,  when  he  went  to  Bushkill,  Pike  county, 
working  in  a tannery  there  for  fifteen  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  located  upon  the  present 
farm,  which  had  been  purchased  in  1854  by  his 
brother  Henry,  who  had  located  thereon  six  months 
before.  In  1861  our  subject  bought  a half  interest 
in  the  place,  which  comprised  176  acres,  mostly  un- 
improved, and  which  they  operated  together  until 
the  brother  Henry  bought  him  out,  in  1880.  Upon 
the  place  they  built  a seven-foot  stone  fence,  the 
highest  in  Pike  county,  and  the  farm  is  one  of  the 
neatest  and  most  attractive  within  its  borders.  Mr. 
Bunnell  has  met  with  success  financially,  and  is  to- 
day one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  substantial  cit- 
izens of  Lehman  township.  Although  an  ardent 
Democrat,  he  has  never  cared  for  the  honors  or 
emoluments  of  public  office,  and  has  never  been 
prevailed  upon  to  accept  a political  position  of  any 
kind.  He  is,  however,  a public-spirited  citizen. 

Gersham  H.  Bunnell,  our  subject’s  nephew, 
was  born  on  his  present  farm  February  11,  1855, 
a son  of  Henry  and  Lydia  (Smith)  Bunnell,  the 
former  a native  of  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  born  July  18,  1823,  the  latter  of 
Pike  county,  born  April  23,  1834.  They  were  mar- 
ried March  12,  1854,  settling  on  the  Bunnell  farm, 
and  two  children  were  born  to  them — Gersham  H. 
and  James.  In  connection  with  farming  the  father 
carried  on  blacksmithing,  until  advanced  age  com- 
pelled his  retirement  from  such  arduous  labor.  In 
political  sentiment  he,  too,  was  a Democrat,  and  in 
religious  connection  he  was  a member  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church.  He  died  May  9>  *895,  aged 
seventy-one  years,  nine  months  and  twenty-one 
days ; his  wife,  who  is  still  living,  now  makes  her 
home  with  her  sons.  James,  the  younger,  who  mar- 
ried Ida  Howell,  resides  in  Lehman  township. 

Gersham  H.  Bunnell  is  now  successfully  operat- 
ing the  farm  which  his  father  and  uncle  purchased, 
and  which  he  has  owned  since  his  father’s  death. 
He  is  a hard  worker,  and  an  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive man.  Politically  he  is  a supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  in  1896  was  elected  for  a 
three  years’  term  as  school  director.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  is 
now  serving  as  deacon.  On  November  7>  1882,  he 
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was  married,  in  Monroe  county,  to  Miss  Anna  K. 
Cortright,  who  died  April  10,  1888,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  years,  seven  months  and  twenty-eight 
days.  She  was  a native  of  Pike  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  P.  and  Sarah  (Gonzalus)  Cort- 
right, prominent  farming  people  of  Lehman  town- 
ship. By  this  union  Mr.  Bunnell  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Nellie  M.,  who  is  at  home.  He  was  again  mar- 
ried, at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  September  4,  1889,  his 
second  union  being  with  Amanda  H.  Litts,  who  was 
born  in  Lehman  township,  Pike  county.  Her  par- 
ents, John  and  Lucretia  (Hineline)  Litts,  were 
natives  of  Monroe  and  Pike  counties,  respectively, 
and  are  now  residents  of  Lehman  township,  where 
the  father  is  engaged  in  farming.  In  their  family 
are  six  children,  as  follows : Eliza,  now  the  wife  of 
John  Biadshaw,  of  Branchville,  N.  J. ; Amanda, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Jason  H.,  a resident  of  Pike 
county : and  Blanche,  Harry  and  George,  all  at 
home.  Mrs.  Bunnell’s  paternal  grandparents,  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  (Litts)  Litts,  were  natives  of  New 
Jersey;  they  were  cousins. 

JAMES  GILBERT  HOTCHKISS  (deceased) 
was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Susquehanna 
county,  where  for  many  years  he  was  a prosperous 
farmer.  He  was  a respected  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational  Church,  served  for  three  years  as  su- 
pervisor, and  for  a like  period  as  poormaster,  hav- 
ing been  elected  to  office  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
He  was  eminently  loyal  to  the  Federal  Government 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and,  finding  it  im- 
possible to  tender  his  own  services  as  a soldier,  en- 
gaged a substitute  to  represent  him  at  the  front. 
He  was  born  at  Prospect,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn., 
July  14,  1822,  and  died  in  Harford  township,  Tulv 
24,  1879.  - 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Joel  Hotchkiss 
and  Esther  Beecher,  both  natives  of  New  Haven 
county,  Conn.,  where  they  were  married  June  16, 
1803.  In  1823  they  removed  to  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  after  remaining 
there  a few  years  exchanged  their  farm  for  one  in 
Harford  township,  where  they  lived  until  their 
death.  Joel  Hotchkiss  died  June  16,  1836,  and 
his  wife  Esther,  who  was  born  May  1,  1783,  on 
June  16,  1853.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Calvin,  born  July  19,  1804 

(now  deceased)  ; Horace,  born  June  14,  1806;  Lu- 
cretia, born  September  20,  1808  (deceased)  ; Abra- 
ham B.,  born  April  22,  1810  (deceased);  Richard, 
born  June  19,  1813  (deceased)  ; Maria,  born  No- 
vember 3,  1816,  widow  of  Merritt  Seely  (living  on 
a part  of  the  old  homestead)  ; James  Gilbert,  our 
subject;  and  Harriet  S.,  born  October  20,  1827, 
who  married  Alfred  Pavne,  and  is  now  deceased. 

On  February  12,  1858,  James  G.  Hotchkiss 
was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Potter,  who  bore  him 
two  sons  and  four  daughters:  Joel  B.,  who  died  in 
January,  1886,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  un- 
married ; Zilpha,  who  died  when  an  infant  of  sev- 
enteen months;  Zada  M.,  wife  of  Willis  B.  Ham- 


mond, a carpenter  and  builder  of  Harford ; Nora 
B.,  who  married  George  W.  Madison,  of  Forest 
City  (also  a builder)  ; Lola,  wife  of  Edwin  Miller, 
of  Harford,  a farmer;  and  James  G.,  a farmer  in 
New  Milford  township. 

Mrs.  Hotchkiss  survives  her  husband,  and 
owns  the  old  homestead  and  farm,  which  she  rents. 
She  was  born  at  Abington,  Penn.,  October  24,  1834, 
a daughter  of  Charles  C.  and  Roxy  Celia  (Gorton) 
Potter,  who  early  removed  to  Abington  from  Rhode 
Island,  but  in  the  year  of  Mrs.  Hotchkiss’  birth 
took  up  their  residence  in  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Mr.  Potter,  who  was  a farmer, 
died  in  1863,  aged  sixty-six  years  ; his  wife  was  born 
September  1,  1813,  and  passed  away  in  May,  1890, 
and  their  remains  rest  in  Harford  cemetery.  Mrs. 
Hotchkiss  was  the  first-born  of  their  family ; Cerina, 
who  is  unmarried,  makes  her  home  with  her  elder 
sister ; Eleanora,  now  deceased,  was  twice  married, 
her  first  husband  having  been  William  Hotchkiss, 
and  her  second  Richard  Barton ; Esther  died  in 
parly  youth ; George  W.  is  a farmer  of  Harford ; 
Celestia,  who  lives  in  New  Milford  township,  has 
been  twice  married,  first  to  Jason  Fargo,  and  after 
his  death  to  Richard  Halstead,  who  is  also  deceased ; 
Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Washington  Tennant, 
a farmer  at  Shaw,  111. ; Charles  resides  in  California ; 
and  Alsina  married  Youngs  Lewis,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

Mrs.  Hotchkiss  has  passed  the  sixty-fifth  mile- 
stone in  her  journey  through  life,  yet  her  faculties 
and  physical  health  show  no  impairment.  Beloved 
by  her  children  and  honored  bvv  those  who  have 
known  her  since  her  youth,  her  old  age  is  to  her 
truly  a “crown  of  glory.” 

CAPT.  GEORGE  A.  SMITH  is  at  this  writ- 
ing serving  his  second  term  as  prothonotary  of 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  occupies  a fore- 
most place  in  the  ranks  of  the  rising  young  citizens 
who  by  their  spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress  are 
doing  much  to  advance  the  public  and  material  in- 
terests of  this  section.  He  is  a native  of  this  State, 
born  June  1,  1865,  in  Stoddardsville,  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, son  of  Lewis  R.  and  Christina  (Bailey)  Smith. 

The  branch  of  the  Smith  family  to  which  Capt. 
Smith  belongs  comes  of  good  old  New  England 
stock.  His  paternal  grandfather,  George  Smith, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  when  a young  man 
came  to  Pennsylvania,  locating  in  Pike  county, 
where  he  lived  for  a number  of  years.  Here  he 
was  married  to  Maria  Rockwell,  a native  of  Pau- 
pac,  Pike  county,  and  some  time  afterward  removed 
to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  ended  his  days, 
dying  at  the  age  of  of  seventy-seven  years.  He 
was  the  father  of  twelve  children,  namely : Lewis 

R.,  George  G.,  Emeline,  Tunis,  Levi,  Tames  R., 
John.  Jane,  Rebecca,  Mary,  Frank  and  Samuel. 

Lewis  R.  Smith,  the  eldest  in  this  family,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1831.  Early 
in  life  he  became  connected  with  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, following  its  fortunes  through  the  different 
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districts  in  Pennsylvania,  and  engaged  in  contract 
work  for  a number  of  years,  finally  settling  in  New- 
foundland, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  still  re- 
sides. He  carried  on  the  hotel  business  there  for 
many  years,  but  he  is  now  living  retired  from  act- 
ive life.  During  his  career  as  a lumberman  he  was 
located  for  a time  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
married  Miss  Christina  Bailey,  who  was  born  in 
1833  in  England,  and  died  at  Newfoundland,  Penn., 
November  30,  1899.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
them,  as  follows:  Charles  E.,  who  is  in  the  insur- 

ance business;  Horace  A.,  a minister  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  at  present  located  at  South  Canaan,  Wayne 
county : Lewis  Benton,  a carpenter,  living  at  Scran- 
ton, Penn. ; Earnest  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years ; Capt.  George  A. ; PI.  B.,  who 
is  a traveling  salesman ; and  David  B.,  who  carries 
on  a hotel. 

George  A.  Smith  received  a good  practical  ed- 
ucation in  his  youth,  his  elementary  training,  which 
was  acquired  in  the  public  schools,  being  supple- 
mented by  a course  in  the  Normal  at  Wavmart. 
After  leaving  that  institution  he  - commenced  his 
career  as  a teacher,  his  winters  being  occupied  in 
teaching  school,  while  in  summers  he  employed  him- 
self “peeling  bark."  His  devotion  to  duty  in  every 
capacity,  and  the  facility  with  which  he  adapted 
himself  to  any  condition  in  which  he  was  placed, 
soon  brought  him  into  notice  among  those  with 
whom  he  came  into  contact,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  became  recognized  as  a young  man  of 
sterling  worth,  one  whose  faithfulness  and  integrity 
could  be  relied  upon  under  any  circumstances. 
His  first  public  position  was  that  of  deputy  sheriff 
of  Wayne  county,  to  which  he  was  appointed  Jan- 
uary 1,  1889,  and  in  which  he  acquitted  himself  cred- 
itably and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
After  the  close  of  his  term  he  went  to  New  York 
City,  where  for  a time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  T. 
B.  Clark  & Co. ; but  he  returned  to  Honesdale,  and 
in  1893  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  prothonotary, 
to  which  he  was  elected  ; in  1896  he  was  re-elected. 
No  higher  recommendation  for  a man’s  worth  and 
fitness  can  be  given  than  his  return  to  office,  and  the 
people  have  taken  this  wav  of  showing  their  appre- 
ciation of  Mr.  Smith’s  services,  and  their  confidence 
in  his  ability  and  trustworthiness.  Personally  he 
is  universally  popular  in  Wayne  county,  young  and 
old  alike  respecting  him  for  the  oosition  he  has  at- 
tained. Upon  the  expiration  of  his  second  term 
as  prothonotary,  January  1,  1900,  not  having  been  a 
candidate  for  re-election,  he  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  United  States  Knitting  Mill  at  Hawley,  Penn. 
Through  his  efforts  the  plant  will  at  once  be  en- 
larged and  incorporated,  after  which  the  business 
will  be  carried  on  with  Mr.  Smith  as  secretary, 
treasurer  and  business  manager. 

Capt.  Smith  is  an  active  member  of  the  dif- 
ferent social  clubs  of  Honesdale,  and  fraternally  he 
belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Red  Men.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  united  with  the  M.  E.  Church. 


In  1889  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
13th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  and 
three  years  later  was  made  corporal,  which  posi- 
tion he  resigned  on  going  to  New  York.  On  his  re- 
turn to  Honesdale  he  was  re-elected,  however,  and 
on  June  24,  1895,  was  promoted  to  second  lieuten- 
ant; on  June  22,  1896,  to  first  lieutenant;  and  in 
June,  1897,  he  was  elected  captain  of  his  company, 
which  rank  he  still  retains.  The  13th  P.  N.  G. 
served  at  Hazleton  in  the  great  coal  strike  of  Sep- 
tember, 1897.  Upon  the  call  for  volunteers  for  the 
war  with  Spain,  Capt.  Smith  enlisted  with  his  com- 
pany and  regiment,  April  27,  1898,  and  served  as 
captain  of  Company  E,  13th  Penn.  Vol.  Inf.,  until 
March  11,  1899,  when  the  regiment  was  mustered 
cut  at  Camp  Mackenzie,  Augusta,  Georgia. 

EDWIN  RUTHVEN  STEBBINS  (deceased) 
was  for  several  years  one  of  the  honored  and  highly- 
respected  citizens  of  Montrose,  where  he  died 
January  13,  1896.  He  was  a native  of  Susquehanna 
county,  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  September 
18,  1833,  and  was  a son  of  Israel  J.  and  Sylvia 
(Lewis)  Stebbins,  the  father  born  in  Vernon, 
Windham  Co.,  Vt.,  March  12,  1794,  a son  of  Rol- 
land  and  Elizabeth  (Eddy)  Stebbins,  also  natives 
of  that  county,  and  of  Scotch  and  English  descent. 
Rolland  Stebbins’  father  was  a native  of  England. 
The  family  was  represented  in  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
New  York  State,  November  10,  1816,  removed  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  in  1820  located 
in  Bridgewater  township,  upon  what  became  known 
as  the  family  homestead.  The  mother,  born  De- 
cember 13,  1798,  died  on  the  home  farm,  April  24, 
1848,  and  was  buried  in  Bridgewater  township. 
In  1849  the  father  married  Debby  Newton,  widow 
of  Capt.  S.  Williams.  For  fifty-two  years  he  lived 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Bridgewater  township,  and 
then  removed  to  Dimock  Corners,  where  he  died  on 
the  eighty-fourth  anniversary  of  his  birth.  In  1840 
he  united  with  the  Bridgewater  Baptist  Church, 
and  remained  one  of  its  active  and  faithful  mem- 
bers until  his  death.  The  children  of  Israel  J.  and 
Sylvia  (Lewis)  Stebbins  were  all  born  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  and  in  order  of  birth  were  as 
follows:  George  W.,  born  September  27,  1818, 

died  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Harriet,  born  November  11,  1820,  married  (first) 
John  B.  Sutton,  and  (second)  Samuel  Hester,  and 
is  now  deceased;  Emaline  A.,  born  July  29,  1822, 
married  Mathew  T.  McKeebv,  now  deceased,  and 
she  died  February  8,  1866;  Horace  L.,  born  July 
28,  1825,  died  in  Ashley,  Penn.;  Orrin'Dean,  born 
March  5,  1828,  married  Catherine  Heisley,  and  died 
January  12,  1896;  Lewis  J.,  born  March  13,  1830, 
is  a retired  farmer  of  Blue  Lake,  Cal.,  and  the  only 
survivor  of  the  family;  Edwin  R.,  our  subject,  is 
next  in  the  order  of  birth : and  Mercy  Jane,  born 
July  27,  1838,  died  unmarried,  August  15.  1881. 

In  early  life  Edwin  R.  Stebbins  devoted  his 
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attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  but  in  April, 
1873,  he  removed  to  Montrose,  and  there  engaged  in 
the  coal  business  until  his  death.  He  was  mar- 
ried, m Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  August  24,  1859,  to  his 
cousin,  Miss  Almira  Lewis,  a native  of  that  State, 
who  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Bridgewater 
township,  November  16,  i860,  being  killed  by  a 
runaway  team  while  returning  home  with  her  hus- 
band. Mr.  Stebbins  was  again  married,  in  Mont- 
rose, September  23,  1862,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Angeline  Harris  Bolles,  a native  of  Jes- 
sup township,  Susquehanna  county,  who  died  No- 
vember 13,  1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Montrose  cemetery,  where  the 
other  members  of  the  family  have  been  interred. 
She  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  a most  estimable  lady.  By 
his  first  marriage  Mr.  Stebbins  had  no  children. 
There  were  four  by  the  second  union : Almira  and 

Susan  R.,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  died  at  the 
age  of  two  weeks,  and  the  latter  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  Emma  P.,  now  the  wife  of  Judson  A. 
Bush,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  township ; and  Blen- 
nie,  wife  of  George  R.  Copeland,  a farmer  of 
Chenango  Forks,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Stebbins’  parents, 
James  S.  and  Susan  (Heady)  Bolles,  were  natives 
of  New  York  State  and  early  settlers  of  Jessup 
township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Mr.  Stebbins  was  a member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  was  a supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  and  its  principles.  He  served 
as  tax  collector  of  Montrose,  and  his  duties  of  citi- 
zenship were  always  most  faithfully  and  conscien- 
tiously discharged.  Upright  and  honorable  in  all 
the  relations  of  life,  he  commanded  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact, 
and  was  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
the  county. 

Miss  Susan  R.  Stebbins  is  now  proprietor  of 
the  leading  millinery  establishment  of  Montrose, 
and  gives  employment  to  three  hands.  Three  years 
after  embarking  in  business  for  herself  fire  de- 
stroyed her  stock,  but  with  characteristic  energy 
she  at  once  resumed  business,  and  has  succeeded  in 
building  up  a large  and  profitable  trade.  She  is  a 
woman  of  more  than  ordinary  business  ability,  and 
the  course  she  has  ever  pursued  has  won  for  her 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 
She  is  an  active  member  of  the  First  Church  of 
Christ,  Scientists,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

JOHN  C.  STRUNK.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  now  a retired  farmer  of  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  was  during  his  active  life 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  county,  par- 
ticipating largely  in  public  affairs,  and  prominent 
in  every  cause  contributing  to  the  general  good. 
Mr.  Strunk  possesses  a rare  business  ability,  which 
has  not  only  enabled  him  to  accumulate  a com- 
petency individually,  but  which  his  fellow  citizens 
ofttimes  called  into  requisition  in  the  management  of 
wider  interests. 


The  family  is  of  German  extraction.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  William  Strunk, 
was  a native  of  Germany  and  emigrated  to  America 
early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Henry  Strunk, 
his  son,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  an  early 
settler  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Ace,  and  migrated  to  Monroe  coun- 
ty in  1798,  settling  on  the  Delaware  river,  in  Smith- 
field  township,  near  Shawnee.  Later  he  bought 
wild  land  where  Moses  Strunk  now  lives,  there 
cleared,  and  there  he  and  his  wifepassedaway.  They 
reared  a family  of  seven  children,  as  follows  : ( 1 ) 

Madeline  married  Jacob  Olenbaugh,  who  kept  a 
hotel  in  Northampton  county,  and  later  removed  to 
Ohio,  with  his  wife  and  two  children.  (2)  George 
married  a Miss  Man,  and  died  in  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  leaving  five  children.  (3)  Eliza- 
beth became  the  wife  of  Henry  Consterman,  of 
Smithfield.  (4)  Jacob  married  Jane  Merlin,  and 
moved  from  Middle  Smithfield  township  to  North- 
ampton county,  where  he  died  leaving  a family 
(5)  Henry  married  Rachel  Transue,  and  lived  am. 
died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Smithfield  township, 
where  his  son  Moses  now  lives.  (6)  Kate  married 
George  Ace,  of  Smithfield  township ; he  died  from 
the  effects  of  an  accident,  his  arm  being  torn  off 
by  a threshing  machine;  four  children  survived 
him.  (7)  Peter  was  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Peter  Strunk  was  born  in  Northampton  coun- 
ty in  1772.  He  married  Betsy  Cooper,  also  born 
in  1772,  daughter  of  John  and  Polly  (Grove) 
Cooper,  early  settlers  of  Northampton  county.  In 
1798  he  came  with  his  father  to  Monroe  county, 
and  later  moved  from  Middle  Smithfield  township 
to  Wayne  county,  where  he  cleared  up  a large 
farm,  and  where  he  remained  until  the  death  of  his 
wife,  in  February,  1832.  Later  he  married  a Miss 
Canadey.  His  last  years  were  passed  on  the  farm 
of  his  son  John  C.  He  died  in  1866.  To  Peter 
and  Betsy  (Cooper)  Strunk  were  born  twelve 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  Jacob,  who  married 

Nellie  Biles,  and  lived  at  Wyalusing,  Bradford 
county.  (2)  Polly,  who  married  Philip  Noack,  of 
Smithfield  township,  and  died  leaving  a family,  of 
whom  two  are  now  living,  namely,  Matilda,  wife  of 
Fred  Transue,  of  Smithfield  township;  and  Wash 
Noack,  of  Monroe  county.  (3)  Peter,  who  died 
in  childhood.  (4)  John  C,  subject  of  this. sketch. 
(5)  George,  who  died  when  a boy.  (6)  Betsy, 
who  married  Jonas  Planna,  of  Mountain  Home,  and 
died  leaving  a family.  (7)  Eleanor,  who  married 
Leonard  Courtright,  of  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, and  died  leaving  a large  family.  (8)  Henry, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Transue,  settled  in  Smith- 
field  township,  and  was  drowned  while  rafting  on 
the  Delaware  river  near  Port  Jervis  (he  left  two 
children,  John  and  Jane,  the  former  of  whom  died 
in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war).  (9)  Katie, 
who  died  when  a child.  (10)  Juba,  who  married 
Adam  Bogert,  and  lived  in  Monroe  county,  (n) 
Benjamin,  who  married  Caroline  Yetter,  settled  in 
Smithfield  township,  and  now  resides  with  his 
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daughter,  Mrs.  James  P.  Overfield.  (12)  Lu- 
cinda, who  married  Samuel  Courtright,  of  Smith- 
field,  and  died  leaving  four  children. 

John  C.  Strunk,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, in  1806.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  was  early  inured  to  hard  labor.  The  educa- 
tional advantages  of  the  region  were  limited,  and 
in  all  he  received  about  one  year's  schooling.  When 
a young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  weaver,  which 
he  followed  for  some  years,  weaving  flax  and  linen 
for  all  kinds  of  wear.  In  April,  1826,  he  married 
Miss  Eleanor  Hanna,  the  estimable  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Hannah  (Tock)  Hanna,  in  1828 
he  purchased  some  land  near  Hosier's  Knob,  in 
Smithfield,  and  built  a little  home.  Later  he  bought 
and  built  where  John  Mosier  now  lives,  clearing  up 
a farm.  Selling  that  property  to  Daniel  Court- 
right,  he  purchased  land  from  Jeffrey  Wells,  near 
Resca,  where  his  son  Moses  now  lives.  A water 
sawmill  stood  on  this  property,  and  there  Mr. 
Strunk  engaged  in  lumbering,  and  also  in  clearing 
the  land  and  making  extensive  improvements. 
Later  he  bought  the  property  near  Marshall's  Creek, 
where  his  son  Peter  now  resides.  Here  he  erected 
a house  and  barn  and  cleared  up  a farm.  Air. 
Strunk’s  next  real-estate  transaction  was  the  pur- 
chase of  400  acres  of  timber  land.  He  also  bought 
the  Hull  property,  of  200  acres,  all  in  Smithfield 
township. 

Mr.  Strunk  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  In  1831  he  was  elected  con- 
stable in  Northampton . county,  serving  four  years, 
and  also  served  as  tax  collector.  He  was  elected 
and  served  as  captain  of  a company  of  State  Volun- 
teer Independent  Rifles.  In  1852  he  was  elected 
commissioner  of  Monroe  county,  and  re-elected  in 
1855.  In  1857  he  was  appointed,  by  Act  of  Assem- 
bly, to  run  the  county  lines  between  Monroe,  Pike 
and  Wayne  counties,  duties  which  he  performed  in 
a most  satisfactory  manner  to  all  concerned.  In 
1870  he  was  again  elected  a commissioner  of  the 
county,  thus  serving  in  a most  capable  manner 
through  three  terms.  Mr.  Strunk  was  reared  under 
the  influence  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
denomination  his  parents  were  members.  He  now 
lives  in  the  peaceful  retirement  of  old  age,  after 
a life  that  has  been  abundantly  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. His  good  wife  died  in  1866.  Their  ten  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  Benjamin  H.,  who  married 

Rebecca  Transue,  and  lives  at  Tobyhanna  Mills; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Miller,  of  Smithfield 
township,  one  of  the  present  commissioners  of  Mon- 
roe county ; Hannah,  wife  of  Charles  Albert,  of 
Middle  Smithfield  township;  Eleanor,  who  died 
in  childhood ; Mary,  who  married  Andrew  J. 
Fish,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and  died 
leaving  a large  family;  Sarah,  deceased  wife 
of  John  Van  Why,  of  East  Stroudsburg; 
Peter,  who  married  Sarah  J.  Kramer,  has  a fam- 
ily of  fifteen  children,  and  now  lives  on  his 
father's  old  home  in  Smithfield  township ; Moses 


C,  a sketch  of  whom  follows;  James  S.,  who  mar- 
ried Maggie  Coleman,  and  has  a family  of  seven 
children  (he  is  now  station  agent  for  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  Co.  in  New  York 
City)  ; and  John,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Moses  C.  Strunk,  third  son  of  John  C.  and 
Eleanor  (Hanna)  Strunk,  and  now  a prominent 
lumberman  and  farmer  of  Smithfield  township,  was 
born  in  April,  1842.  In  the  district  schools  of 
Middle  Smithfield  township  he  received  a good 
common-school  education,  and  in  his  youth  he 
taught  several  terms  of  school  near  his  home.  He 
was  married,  in  April,  1867,  to  Miss  Maggie 
Treible,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Quigly) 
Treible.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Strunk  settled  at 
Mountain  Home.  For  a year  he  worked  for  Shaf- 
fer & Reinhart,  then  engaged  in  farming  and  lum- 
bering on  the  old  homestead.  In  1890  he  purchased 
the  property  in  Middle  Smithfield  which  had  been 
owned  and  cleared  by  his  father,  and  here  he 
erected  a fine  home  for  the  Bushkill  Rod  and  Gun 
Club,  of  which  he  is  general  manager,  and  in  the 
stock  of  which  he  holds  many  shares.  He  also 
owns  a 200-acre  tract  of  land  on  Marshall's  Creek, 
and  another  tract  in  Smithfield  township. 

Of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  Moses  and 
Maggie  Strunk  eleven  survive,  Eva  and  Clara  M. 
having  died  in  early  life.  The  living  are  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Samuel  A.,  born  in  1870,  married 

Nancy  Van  Why,  of  Smithfield,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Clara  and  Maggie;  he  resides  at  Resca,  Mid- 
dle Smithfield  township.  (2)  Laura,  born  in  1874, 
is  the  wife  of  Philip  Fish,  of  Resca,  and  has  three 
children,  Peter,  Hannah  and  Moses.  (3)  John  C., 
born  in  1876,  married  Hannah  Albert,  and  lives  on 
part  of  the  father’s  farm.  (4)  Mary  E.,  born  in 
1879,  is  the  wife  of  Walter  S.  Howe,  a telegraph 
operator  on  a branch  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  railroad,  at  Branchville,  N.  J.  (5) 
Lizzie  is  now  living  at  the  home  of  Judge  Edinger, 
of  Stroudsburg.  (6)  Moses  was  born  in  1884; 
(7)  Violet,  in  1886;  (8)  Burson,  in  1888;  (9) 
Alonzo,  in  1890;  (10)  Ruth,  in  1892;  (11)  Naomi, 
in  1894. 

Politically  Mr.  Strunk  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  has  filled  several  important  public  offices.  For 
fifteen  years  he  has  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace 
in  Monroe  county.  He  was  one  of  the  county 
auditors  for  three  years,  and  served  three  times  as 
assessor  of  Middle  Smithfield  township.  He  is 
now  filling  the  office  of  supervisor,  and  is  mercan- 
tile appraiser  of  Monroe  county,  appointed  by  the 
county  commissioners  for  the  year  1900.  Mr. 
Strunk  is  an  attendant  and  supporter  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  is  one  of  the  most  substantial 
and  highly-respected  citizens  of  Monroe  county. 

JOSEPH  POWERS.  A useful  life  makes  a 
bright  retrospect  for  old  age,  and  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  a venerable  and  highly  respected 
resident  of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  has  laid  up  a pleasing  store  of  memories 
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during  his  eighty  years.  As  a teacher,  farmer  and 
manufacturer  he  made  a decided  success,  and  the 
afternoon  of  his  life  is  cheered  by  well-deserved 
comfort. 

Mr.  Powers  was  born  February  io,  1819,  in 
Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  being  the 
second  male  child  born  in  that  town,  and  is  of 
pioneer  stock  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines. 
Capt-  Hazard  Powers,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  a captain  on  merchant  craft  for  many  years, 
sailing  from  New  York  and  New  London  to  the 
West  Indies,  and  from  New  York  to  Europe.  His 
vessel  was  the  "Hope.”  While  following  the  water 
he  was  three  times  taken  prisoner,  twice  by  the 
British  and  once  by  the  French.  In  Waterford, 
Conn.,  on  March  30,  1788,  he  married  Hannah 
Rogers,  and  in  1812  they  came  from  Windham, 
Conn.,  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  locating  in 
Gibson  township,  where  he  died  in  February,  1831, 
she  in  February,  1845. 

Joseph  Powers,  Sr.,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
in  early  life,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
married,  in  New  Milford  township,  to  Miss  Eunice 
Moxley,  also  a native  of  Connecticut,  who  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  1816  with  her  parents, 
Jonathan  and.  Sally  (Woodmansie)  Moxley,  and 
they  soon  afterward  settled  in  Jackson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  died  April  3,  1864, 
aged  seventy-five  years.  Mrs.  Powers,  who  was 
a devout  Baptist,  died  August  28,  1863,  aged  sev- 
enty-two, and  thi  ir  remains  were  interred  at  Jack- 
son.  They  had  five  children : Eliza,  widow  of 

Elder  H.  H.  Gray,  a Baptist  minister,  in  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county;  Joseph,  our  subject; 
Miss  Eunice,  who  resides  at  the  old  homestead ; 
William,  who  is  unmarried,  and  resides  at  the 
homestead ; and  Esther,  deceased,  who  married 
Deacon  George  Pease.  When  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Powers  settled  in  Jackson  this  section  was  almost 
an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  they  endured  many 
hardships  to  which  the  present  generation  are 
strangers.  But  soon  afterward  other  men  and 
women  came  from  the  East,  seeking  homes  among 
the  hills  of  northern  Pennsylvania,  and  before  long 
the  wilderness  was  made  to  “blossom  as  the  rose.” 
They  were  for  the  most  part  people  of  stern  in- 
tegrity and  high  Christian  principle,  and  their  in- 
fluence is  still  felt  among  their  children  and  chil- 
dren's children. 

When  our  subject  was  about  twenty-one  years 
old  he  had  a severe  attack  of  rheumatism,  which 
lasted  two  years,  and  on  his  recovery  he  engaged  in 
teaching.  In  this  work  he  was  very  successful, 
being  employed  for  nine  terms  in  Jackson,  Harford 
and  Gibson  townships,  while  his  summer  vacations 
were  spent  in  farm  work.  About  1848  he  settled 
upon  a farm  in  South  Harford,  where  he  remained 
forty  years,  in  1888  locating  at  his  present  home- 
stead. While  residing  in  South  Harford  he  was 
engaged  in  wagon-making  for  fifteen  years,  in  con- 
nection with  his  farming  business,  and  from  1883 


to  1887  he  was  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
spring  beds,  known  as  the  “Rest  for  the  Weary.” 
At  present  he  does  but  little  work,  having  retained 
but  thirty  acres  of  his  farm,  and  the  active  man- 
agement of  the  estate  devolves  upon  his  son-in- 
law.  He  has  always  felt  keen  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  and  has  served  many  years  as  school 
director,  while  he  was  clerk  of  the  school  board  at 
Jackson  for  two  years,  and  examiner  of  teachers 
for  the  same  length  of  time.  Politically  he  affiliates 
with  no  particular  party  at  present ; he  is  active  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  held  the  office  of  deacon  for  thirty 
years. 

On  October  5,  1843,  Mr.  Powers  was  married, 
in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
H.  Malisa  Peck,  and  two  children  blessed  the  union : 
George  A.  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  Lodelia 
L.  married  C.  C.  Keeney,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing at  the  homestead,  and  they  have  three  children, 
George  A.,  Clara  E.  and  Jesse  W. 

Mrs.  H.  Malisa  (Peck)  Powers,  whose  wifely 
sympathy  and  affection  have  brightened  our  sub- 
ject's life  for  more  than  half  a century,  was  born 
May  8,  1819,  at  Columbia,  Conn.,  a daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Polly  (Collins)  Peck.  Her  father 
served  in  the  American  navy  during  the  war  of 
1812  under  Commodore  Decatur,  and  was  also  with 
that  officer  during  the  famous  expedition  to  Mo- 
rocco. In  1820  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
settling  in  Harford  township,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  as  a wagonmaker  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing. He  was  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  died  in  that  faith  November  26,  1867, 
aged  eighty-six  years.  His  estimable  wife  died  in 
November,  1853,  aged  seventy-two  years,  and  both 
were  buried  at  Harford.  They  had  five  children, 
namely:  Philura,  widow  of  James  C.  Powers,  of 

Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county ; H.  Malisa, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Darius,  a farmer  in  Wiscon- 
sin; Mary  M.,  who  died  unmarried;  and  Collins, 
who  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Harford  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Powers’  mother  and  our  subject’s 
mother  were  both  weavers  in  their  younger  years, 
and  wove  cotton  cloth  and  plaid  dress  ginghams  at 
their  houses  for  the  merchants  of  New  London  and 
Norwich,  Conn.,  before  the  days  of  cotton  factories 
in  the  United  States. 

REV.  RICHARD  VARCOE.  “Excellence 
encourages  us  about  life  in  general,”  says  that 
thoughtful  observer,  George  Eliot.  This  saying  is 
true  even  in  the  case  of  that  careful  discharge  of 
duty  which  leads  to  well-doing  in  worldly  enter- 
prises, but  the  life  which  reveals  religious  ardor 
and  suggests  the  uplifting  force  of  consecrated  pur- 
pose does  indeed  demonstrate  to  humanity  new  and 
lofty  possibilities.  The  life  of  the  late  Rev.  Richard 
V arcoe,  of  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  was  a constant 
inspiration  to  those  who  saw  his  zealous  and  self- 
sacrificing  work  in  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of 
religion. 
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Mr.  Yarcoe  was  a native  of  Lincolnshire,  Eng- 
land, and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  became  a minister 
of  the  Gospel,  preaching  for  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  he  held  membership.  In  his 
native  land  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Condon  (the 
daughter  of  a retired  sea  captain),  who  died  in 
England  leaving  three  children,  all  now  deceased, 
namely : Richard,  Montgomery  and  Fanny  E.  After 
the  mother’s  death,  her  father  and  sister  claimed 
the  youngest  child,  Richard,  and  educated  him,  and 
after  his  education  was  completed  his  uncle,  John 
Condon,  took  him  for  a trip  around  the  world ; the 
vessel  was  never  heard  of  again.  With  his  two  chil- 
dren Mr.  Yarcoe  came  to  America  in  October,  1864, 
and  in  this  country  engaged  in  preaching,  being  a 
member  of  the  Wyoming  Conference,  which  he 
joined  in  1866.  He  had  charge  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Canaan.  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  on  April  9,  1885,  when  he 
was  sixty  years  of  age,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  family  lot  in  Glen  Dyberry  cemetery, 
at  Honesdale.  He  was  an  earnest,  consistent 
Christian,  an  untiring  and  faithful  worker  in  the 
Master's  vineyard.  He  passed  away  at  the  parson- 
age in  South  Canaan. 

We  excerpt  the  following  from  an  obituary 
written  by  one  of  his  fellow  members  in  the  Wyom- 
ing Conference : 

In  the  spring  of  1866  he  united  with  the  Wyoming 
Conference  in  full  connection,  as  an  elder,  on  his  credentials 
from  the  Reform  Church,  of  which  he  had  been  a traveling 
preacher.  He  remained  a worthy,  faithful  and  highly 
esteemed  member  of  the  Wyoming  Annual  Conference  until 
the  morning  of  his  entrance  into  life  eternal.  He  preached 
on  the  last  Sabbath  before  Conference,  and  on  Monday  pre- 
pared his  annual  reports,  packed  his  valise  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  start  on  the  following  morning  for  the  seat  of  Con- 
ference. On  Tuesday  he  did  not  feel  very  well,  but  still 
hoped  to  meet  his  brethren  at  the  annual  session,  but  God 
ordered  otherwise.  On  Wednesday  his  strength  began  to 
fail,  and  on  Thursday  morning,  just  one  hour  before  the  Con- 
ference met  in  its  first  regular  session,  the  Bishop  of  Bishops 
transferred  him  from  the  Church  militant  to  the  Church  of 
the  first  born  in  Heaven.  Brother  Yarcoe  was  exemplary  in 
life,  faithful  in  all  Christian  duties,  cheerful  under  trials, 
ever  maintaining  a bright,  happy  experience,  and  evincing 
to  the  last  a great  love  for  the  Church  of  his  choice.  With  a 
naturally  cheerful  disposition,  and  Christian  courtesy  of  a 
high  order,  his  life  was  joyous,  in  harmony  with  the  will  of 
God  and  in  sympathy  with  mankind. 

As  a preacher  he  was  above  the  average.  His  sermons 
were  eminently  scriptural,  highly  instructive  and  practical  in 
their  tendency,  showing  not  only  painstaking  in  the  prepara- 
tion but  the  impress  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  He  was  one  of 
those  men  of  whom  it  can  be  said,  “ Mark  the  perfect  man 
and  the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.” 

To  his  wife,  he  said,  a short  time  before  he 
died,  ‘‘I  shall  be  so  happy  to  all  eternity.”  "He  was 
esteemed  and  loved  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  his 
death  falls  heavily  on  his  surviving  wife,  daughter 
and  son,  who  feel  deeply  their  loss ; yet  they  are 
assured  that  their  loss  is  his  infinite  gain.  They 
realize  in  their  bereavement  that  a loving  husband 
and  father  has  gone,  and  the  light  and  joy  of  the 
happy  home  have  been  dimmed  by  the  removal  of  its 
head,  yet  to  them  is  left  the  priceless  legacy  of  a 
consistent,  pure  and  beautiful  Christian  life.” 


At  the  time  of  his  decease  Mr.  Yarcoe  was  also 
filling  an  appointment  at  Ariel,  and  from  a touch- 
ing tribute  to  his  faithfulness  in  that  charge  we 
quote:  “Such  was  his  devotion  to  his  work  that 

he  would  often,  in  a feeble  state  of  health,  come 
through  storms  to  preach  when  stronger  men  would 
not  care  to  expose  themselves.” 

On  December  27,  1865,  at  Dyberry,  Wayne 
county,  Mr.  Yarcoe  was  married  to  Miss  E.  Amanda 
Doney,  a successful  school  teacher,  Rev.  J.  K.  Peck, 
presiding  elder  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Honesdale,  performing  the  ceremony.  To  this 
union  came  two  children:  Laura  A.  and  Franklin 
R.  The  daughter,  born  September  3,  1867,  was 
seventeen  years  old  when  her  father  died,  and  the 
following  year  attended  school  in  Honesdale,  living 
with  her  mother  and  maternal  grandparents.  The 
next  year  she  commenced  teaching  school,  and  be- 
ing herself  an  accomplished  musician  also  gave 
music  lessons  out  of  school  hours,  sometimes  walk- 
ing long  distances  to  do  so.  From  that  time  she 
succeeded,  solely  through  her  own  efforts,  in  earn- 
ing enough  to  pay  her  own  way,  clothe  herself  and 
give  freely  to  charitable  purposes,  and  saved 
enough  to  buy  herself  a fine  piano.  She  had  a 
sweet,  lovable  disposition,  winning  hosts  of  friends 
wherever  she  went,  and  her  death,  which  occurred 
April  9,  1892,  was  deeply  and  sincerely  mourned. 
She  was  interred  in  Glen  Dyberry  cemetery,  Hones- 
dale. 

Franklin  R.  Yarcoe  was  born  March  21,  1872, 
and  was  but  thirteen  years  old  when  his  father  died. 
The  latter  had  left  a farm  of  115  acres,  which  had 
been  rented  for  ten  years,  but  the  son  being  too 
young  to  work  it  Mrs.  Varcoe’s  parents  kindly 
offered  her  and  her  children  a home,  which  they 
accepted.  On  October  4,  1886,  her  mother  died,  and 
the  following  spring  her  father  sold  his  farm,  and 
bought  himself  a home  near  Honesdale,  thus  throw- 
ing Mrs.  Varcoe  and  her  children  out  of  a home 
the  second  time.  Franklin,  who  was  then  fifteen 
years  of  age,  went  on  the  farm  with  his  mother,  and 
he  began  to  assume  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of 
a man,  the  two  first  years  working  on  the  farm 
summers,  taking  care  of  a large  amount  of  stock 
(cattle,  sheep,  horses,  etc.),  and  attending  the  dis- 
trict school  winters.  After  he  became  too  far  ad- 
vanced for  the  district  school,  he  would  rise  at 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  care  for  the  stock,  and 
drive  four  miles  to  Honesdale  to  school  and  four 
miles  back  again,  do  his  work,  and  then  study  until 
eleven  o'clock  every  night,  Saturdays  working  all 
day  on  the  farm.  The  winter  of  1893,  Airs.  Yarcoe 
remained  on  the  farm  with  hired  help,  and  he  went 
to  Waymart  and  clerked  for  a Mr.  Estelle,  a mer- 
chant then  living  in  the  place.  In  the  spring  of 
1894  they  rented  the  farm  and  stock,  moved  to 
Waymart,  and  bought  a half  interest  in  the  store, 
in  the  spring  of  1896  buying  the  store  property  of 
Elsworth  Ames,  and  Mr.  Estelle's  interest  in  the 
store.  In  the  spring  of  1898  the  store,  stock  of 
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goods,  and  household  goods  were  all  destroyed  by 
lire,  but  the  spring  of  1899  found  them  built  up 
and  re-established  in  business  in  the  same  place, 
where  they  still  continue.  They  have  made  many 
warm  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  esteem  them 
highly  for  their  sterling  worth,  give  liberally  of 
their  means  toward  the  support  of  all  Church  and 
religious  affairs,  and  have  done  much  toward  pro- 
moting the  moral  and  material  welfare  of  their 
community. 

Mrs.  Varcoe  was  born  on  Smith  Hill,  Wayne 
county,  July  30,  1842,  a daughter  of  Richard  and 
Catherine  (Pierce)  Doney.  The  father  was  born 
in  St.  Pannock  Parish,  Cornwall,  England, 
April  23,  1813,  and  in  1831  emigrated  to  Am- 
erica, locating  on  a farm  in  Dyberry  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  fifty-four  years  of  his  life 
were  spent.  He  also  resided  for  two  years  on 
Smith  Hill.  On  March  21,  1839,  ’n  Honesdale, 
Penn.,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Pierce,  a 
native  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  who  was  a school 
teacher  prior  to  her  marriage,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy; 
Franklin  W.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  E. 
Amanda  married  Rev.  Richard  Varcoe;  and  Laura 
E.  is  mentioned  below.  The  mother  died  October 
4,  1886,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  the  father  March 
2,  1892,  aged  seventy-eight  years  and  eleven  months. 
They  belonged  to  that  class  of  early  settlers  who, 
by  their  thrift,  industry,  energy  and  honesty,  ac- 
complish so  much  for  the  development  and  pros- 
perity of  a community.  For  thirty-seven  long  years 
the  father  held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  of  Honesdale,  and  for  thirty-five  years 
of  that  time  he  held  some  office  in  the  Church,  most 
of  the  time  being  either  steward  or  class-leader. 
On  August  26,  1872,  he  severed  his  connection  with 
that  congregation  and  united  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  in 
which  he  retained  membership  until  his  death.  He 
always  took  an  active  ancl  prominent  part  in  all 
Church  work,  and  his  upright,  honorable  life  won 
for  him  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Mrs.  Catherine  (Pierce)  Doney  was  born 
August  30,  1818,  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  young- 
est in  the  family  of  six  children — three  sons  and  three 
daughters — born  to  Joseph  and  Elisabeth  Pierce. 
Her  father  died  when  she  was  fourteen  months  old, 
leaving  the  family  in  comfortable  circumstances,  but 
the  mother  married  again,  and  the  stepfather, 
through  bad  management,  lost  all  the  property. 
1 he  mother  died  when  Catherine  was  ten  years  old, 
and  thus  the  children  were  left  orphans,  and  with- 
out means,  at  a period  when  life  should  have  been 
most  joyous  and  happy.  The  eldest'  son,  William, 
died  at  the  age  of  forty.  The  other  two  brothers, 
it  is  worthy  of  note,  rose  from  their  poverty  to  po- 
sitions of  affluence,  and  Daniel  Pierce,  now  the  only 
survivor,  is  a millionaire.  John  Pierce  left  an  estate 
valued  at  seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 


Though  separation  could  not  be  avoided,  the 
brothers  and  sisters  helped  one  another  all  they 
could.  Catherine  (Mrs.  Doney)  was  given  a home 
bv  an  uncle,  with  whom  she  lived  up  to  the  age  of 
eighteen,  in  1836  coming  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
to  live  with  her  eldest  sister.  She  taught  school 
until  her  marriage,  at  tiie  age  of  twenty,  and  she 
proved  a true  helpmeet  to  her  husband.  But  her 
ambition  was  greater  than  her  strength,  her  health 
failing  at  the  early  age  of  thirty,  and  from  that 
time  until  her  death — the  long  period  of  thirty- 
eight  years — she  never  knew  the  blessing  of  health 
for  a single  day.  Devoted  to  her  family,  she  was 
able,  with  her  powers  of  superior  judgment  and 
ability  as  a manager,  to  do  as  much,  and  more,  for 
her  children  as  many  a mother  in  perfect  health, 
and,  ever  hopeful  of  living,  clung  to  the  last  to 
home  and  loved  ones.  Her  many  sweet  traits  of 
character,  her  supreme  unselfishness  and  beautiful 
Christian  life,  all  proved  her  trusting  faith  in  God 
and  how  near  she  kept  to  the  Savior. 

Franklin  W.  Doney,  only  son  of  Richard  and 
Catherine  P.  Doney,  was  born  September  25, 1844,  on 
the  parental  farm  near  Honesdale,  and  was  reared 
there.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  left  the  old 
place  and  entered  what  was  then  known  as  the  Hand 
& Kirtland  store,  in  Honesdale,  as  clerk,  from  which 
position  he  was  promoted  to  that  of  bookkeeper 
after  two  months.  He  was  a great  student,  and 
outside  of  business  hours  would  study  far  into  the 
night.  After  remaining  with  the  firm  mentioned 
one  year  he  was  advised  by  the  Doctor,  on  account 
of  failing  health,  to  seek  a change  of  air.  His 
mother’s  brother,  Daniel  Pierce,  was  a wealthy 
resident  of  Sycamore,  111.  He  had  two  daughters, 
Sarah  P.,  Mrs.  Wild,  and  Eleanor  P.,  Mrs.  Town- 
send, but  no  sons,  and  Franklin  Doney,  being  a 
favorite  of  his,  was  invited  to  come  West  to  them. 
For  a time  his  uncle  would  not  permit  him  to  engage 
in  any  special  work,  hoping  that  rest,  fresh  air,  rid- 
ing out  over  the  prairies,  etc.,  would  go  far  to  re- 
store his  health.  But  his  ambitious  nature  could 
not  be  satisfied  thus  for  long,  so  his  uncle  gave  him 
a position  to  write  two  hours  a day  in  a grain  com- 
mission house  at  fifty  dollars  per  month,  and  al- 
though so  young  he  applied  himself  so  intently,  and 
with  such  good  results,  that  he  worked  himself  up 
from  that,  with  his  uncle’s  assistance,  to  a partner- 
ship in  a mercantile  business  in  Malta,  near  Syca- 
more. He  was  thus  engaged  at  the  time  of  his 
decease,  December  9,  1863,  in  Malta,  at  the  early 
age  of  nineteen  years,  two  months  and  fifteen  days. 
That  year  he  made  a trip  to  Chicago,  thence  to  New 
York,  to  buy  goods,  and  thence  to  his  home,  his 
last  visit  being  in  August,  1863.  On  his  return  to 
the  West  he  suffered  another  hemorrhage  of  the 
lungs,  which  proved  fatal.  Young  Doney  was  the 
pride  and  comfort  of  his  parents,  and  his  death  was 
a severe  blow  to  all  his  relatives  and  manv  friends. 
He  belonged  to  the  Good  Templars,  and  was  proba- 
bly chaplain  of  his  lodge,  as  he  read  a chapter  in  the 
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Bible  and  offered  prayer  at  the  meeting  a few 
evenings  before  bis  death.  The  officers  of  the  order 
accompanied  his  body  to  Chicago,  where  it  was 
placed  in  a metallic  casket,  and  thence  brought  home 
and  interred  in  the  family  lot  in  Glen  Dyberry 
cemetery,  Honesdale.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  a society  of  young  people, 
the  Good  Templars,  sent  beautiful  resolutions  to 
the  family ; they  were  unfortunately  lost  in  the 
breaking  up  of  the  old  home.  Franklin  Doney  had, 
by  his  genial  manner,  won  many  warm  friends, 
and  by  honesty  and  straightforward  truthfulness 
established  himself  in  a good  business  at  an  un- 
usually early  age.  He  was,  indeed,  a “model” 
young  man. 

Laura  E.  Doney  is  the  youngest  of  the  four, 
children  born  to  Richard  and  Catherine  P.  Doney. 
She  was  quite  young  when  her  sister  married,  and, 
her  brother  having  died,  she  was  the  only  child  at 
home  with  her  parents  for  twenty  years,  never 
leaving  them  except  to  attend  school  or  visit.  Hav- 
ing remained  unmarried,  she  continued  to  live  with 
her  father  after  her  mother's  death,  caring  for  him 
until  he,  too,  passed  away.  She  was  alone  with 
him  when  the  end  came.  Miss  Doney  now  makes 
her  home  in  Wavmart,  living  not  far  from  her 
sister,  Mrs.  Varcoe.  She  is  a devoted  Church 
worker,  belonging  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  de- 
nomination, giving  generously  of  her  means  to  the 
support  of  Church  work  and  enterprises,  and  is  an 
intelligent,  useful  member  of  the  community  in 
which  she  resides,  respected  by  all  who  know  her. 

HENRI  W.  HOWARD,  a representative  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  there  in  March,  1828,  and  belongs 
to  one  of  its  most  honored  pioneer  families,  which 
was  founded  here  in  1815  by  his  grandfather, 
Benajah  Howard,  a native  of  Schoharie  county, 
N.  \ .,  who  located  on  Snake  creek,  near  Lawsville. 

Benajah  Howard  erected  a log  house  upon  his 
place,  but  only  remained  there  a short  time.  He 
next  purchased  land  at  Brookdale,  where  he  cleared 
and  developed  a farm.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  at  that  place,  and  there  made  his  home  for 
a number  of  years,  spending  his  last  days,  how- 
ever, with  his  son  Grovener,  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, his  wife  having  died  in  Brookdale.  In  their 
family  were  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : 

( 1 ) Moses  married  Delila  Vance,  and  located  on 
the  west  road  in  Liberty  township,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  and  lumbering  for  some  years,  and 
where  he  and  his  wife  both  died.  Three  of  his 
children  are  still  living — Mrs.  Gage,  of  Brackney- 
ville,  Penn. ; Charles,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; and  Mrs. 
Whipple,  near  Elmira,  N.  Y.  (2)  Salem,  born  in 
Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  married  Sophrona  Fish, 
and  settled  in  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  but  some  time  later  removed  to  the  oil  fields 
of  McKean  county,  Penn.,  where  he  died.  His 
daughter,  Mrs.  Caswell,  is  still  living  in  Liberty 
township,  and  two  daughters,  Jane  and  Olivet,  are 


in  the  West.  (3)  Jotham  C.,  born  in  Schoharie 
county,  N.  \ .,  married  Olive  Fish,  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, where  they  lived  for  some  years,  thence 
moving  to  Bridgewater  township,  and  finally  to  the 
town  of  Susquehanna,  where  he  died  in  January, 
1899,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 
His  daughter,  Mrs.  McNally,  lives  in  Susquehanna. 
(4)  Grovener  wedded  Mary  Holly,  of  Liberty 
township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death.  He  was  killed  white  felling  a tree.  (5) 
Rebecca,  born  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  married 
Elijah  Fish,  and  after  living  in  Liberty  township 
for  some  years  moved  to  Michigan,  where  she  died 
soon  after  their  arrival.  Some  of  their  children 
still  reside  in  that  State.  (6)  Chloe,  born  in  Scho- 
harie county,  N.  Y.,  married  George  Inman,  of 
Chemung  county,  that  State,  where  she  died  in 
January,  1897,  leaving  a son,  George,  of  Chemung 
county. 

Otis  Howard,  our  subject’s  father,  completes 
the  family.  He  was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  fifteen  years  old  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Pennsylvania.  On 
reaching  manhood  he  married  Miss  Sybil  Fish,  and 
located  on  a farm  which  he  purchased  in  Liberty 
township.  He  cleared  and  improved  the  place,  and 
the  house  that  he  erected  there  seventy-six  years  ago 
is  still  in  a good  state  of  preservation.  Later  he 
bought  property  near  Lawsville,  on  which  he  made 
the  first  improvements,  and  here  he  developed  a 
fine  large  farm.  On  selling  that  place  he  purchased 
a tract  of  land  near  where  our  subject  now  lives, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons  cleared  it.  His 
son  Lewis  located  upon  this  farm  and  cared  for  his 
parents  during  their  declining  years,  the  father  dy- 
ing there  in  1888 ; the  mother’s  death  occurred  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  in  1890.  In  their  family  were 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  born  in  Liberty 
township.  (1)  Chloe  married  D.  C.  Marvin,  of 
Liberty  township,  where  he  died  some  years  ago ; 
she  is  still  living  in  that  township  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Leonard  Bailey.  (2)  Annetta  married 
Jacob  Drake,  and  moved  to  New  Jersey,  where  her 
death  occurred.  (3)  Mary  wedded  Wilmot  Wan- 
dall,  a farmer  of  Liberty  township,  where  she  died, 
leaving  one  daug'hter,  Estella,  who  died  when  a 
young  lady.  (4)  Rufus  married  Sarah  Barnes,  of 
Liberty  township,  and  located  on  a part  of  his  fa- 
ther’s last  farm.  Some  years  later  he  sold  his 
place,  and  moved  to  Conkling  Forks,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  now  follows  farming.  He  has  three  children — 
George,  who  is  married  and  lives  at  the  same  place ; 
Alice,  wife  of  George  Marvin,  of  Binghamton,  N. 
Y. ; and  Omer  ,also  a resident  of  Binghamton.  (5) 
Lewis  married  Jennie  Coffin,  and  now  makes  his 
home  in  Binghamton.  Of  their  children,  Effie  is 
the  wife  of  George  Lazier,  of  Liberty  township ; 
Ellery  is  married,  and  lives  in  Binghamton ; and 
Nellie  died  September  7.  1899.  (6)  Edwin  died 

when  a young  man.  (7)  Henry  W.,  our  subject, 
completes  the  family. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  township  Henry 
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W.  Howard  acquired  his  literary  education,  and 
during  his  youtn  he  learned  the  cooper  s trade, 
which  he  followed  for  thirty  years,  m 1849 
was  united  m marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Webster, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  E.  and  Samantha  Webster, 
early  settlers  of  Liberty  township.  They  began 
housekeeping  in  Lawsville,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  until  1876,  and  then  traded  his  property  in  the 
village  for  the  Webster  farm,  in  Liberty  township. 
He  has  remodeled  the  house,  erected  a large  barn, 
and  made  many  other  improvements,  which  add 
greatly  to  the  value  and  attractive  appearance  of 
the  place. 

Mr.  Howard  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  decease  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  departed  this 
life  in  1872.  Four  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  (i)Evelyn  is  the  wife  of  Judson  Van- 

hoten,  now  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  they  own 
a home.  They  have  one  son,  Frederick.  (2) 
Hettie  is  -the  wife  of  Morgan  Williams,  of  Owego, 
N.  Y.,  and  has  seven  children,  Dimon,  Mary,  Ern- 
est, Annie,  Henry,  Lizzie  and  Charles.  (3)  Willis 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  (4)  Edgar,  born 
in  Liberty  township,  married  Ida  Chapman,  of 
Owego,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  working  in  a wagon 
shop ; they  have  one  daughter,  Iva,  and  one  son, 
Albert.  Mr.  Howard  was  again  married,  in  1873, 
his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Addie  Bolles, 
a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Parmelia  Blowers,  of 
Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna  county,  who  during 
their  last  days  found  a pleasant  home  with  our  sub- 
ject, and  there  died.  The  only  daughter  born  of 
this  union,  Daisy,  was  educated  in  the  local  schools, - 
and  was  married,  January  2,  1900,  to  B.  J.  Luce. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Howard  was  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but,  believing  the  temper- 
ance question  the  most  important  issue  before  the 
people,  he  now  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Prohibition 
party.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  election 
board,  supervisor  and  auditor  of  his  township,  and 
school  director,  and  his  official  duties  have  always 
been  most  capably  and  conscientiously  performed. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  united  with  the 
Baptist  Church ; for  over  half  a century  has  served 
as  secretary  of  the  Church,  and  has  always  taken 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  Church  and  Sab- 
bath-school work,  serving  as  superintendent  and 
teacher  for  over  thirty  years.  His  influence  is 
great,  and  always  for  good,  and  his  upright,  hon- 
orable life  has  gained  for  him  the  esteem  and 
friendship  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

COL.  JAMES  WEST,  whose  name  is  familiar 
as  a breeder  of  high-class  horses,  was  born  April 
30,  1839,  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  is  a descend- 
ant of  an  old  American  family  of  Irish  origin. 

William  and  Ann  (Osborn)  West,  the  great- 
great-grandparents  of  our  subject,  lived  at  Clover 
Hill,  near  Sligo,  Ireland.  Their  sons  William  (2) 
(the  Colonel’s  great-grandfather)  and  Francis,  and 
a daughter  of  the  latter,  came  to  America  about 
1 755,  William  settling  in  Philadelphia.  Francis  be- 


came Colonial  judge  of  Cumberland  county,  Penn., 
and  his  remains  are  interred  at  Carlisle,  that  coun- 
ty. He  died  in  1786.  His  daughter  Ann  married 
Lol.  George  Gibson,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
Chief  Justice  Gibson.  William  West  ( 2 ) was  born 
in  1724  in  Sligo,  Ireland,  and  after  coming  to  the 
United  States  lived  at  Philadelphia  and  White- 
marsh,  Penn.,  conducting  a mercantile  business  in 
the  former  city  for  many  years ; he  was  succeeded 
by  his  sons  Francis  (2 ) and  John.  He  married 
Mary  Hodge,  daughter  of  William  Hodge.  Will- 
iam West  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
First  City  Troop  of  Philadelphia,  a cavalry  organ- 
ization, and  took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  serving  as  quartermaster  in  the  American 
army.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick,  an  Hibernian  society, 
of  which  he  served  as  vice-president  from  1773  to 
1774,  and  as  president  from  1774  to  1776.  Fran- 
cis West  (2),  the  Colonel's  grandfather,  was  born  in 
1761,  and  died  in  June,  1843.  He  was  a man  of 
considerable  prominence  in  Philadelphia,  and  served 
as  a member  of  the  city  council  from  1793  to  1796. 
He  was  a member  of  the  First  City  Troop,  Hiber- 
nian Fire  Company.  Francis  West  married  Mary 
Davis  Nixon,  daughter  of  Col.  John  Nixon,  who 
served  as  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
was  the  first  man  to  read  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence in  public,  the  event  taking  place  July  8, 
1776.  Francis  and  Mary  D.  West  had  nine  chil- 
dren, viz. : Mary  O.,  Elizabeth,  William,  John, 

Ann,  James  (father  of  our  subject),  Helen,  Francis 
and  Caroline.  John  became  an  officer  in  the  navy^ 
William  settled  in  Virginia ; Francis  became  a noted 
physician  of  Philadelphia,  and  attended  John  Ran- 
dolph in  his  last  illness. 

James  West  was  born  in  1802,  at  No.  108 
Front  street,  Philadelphia.  He  went  to  sea  when 
quite  young,  his  first  voyage  being  to  China,  and 
followed  that  calling  for  many  years,  becoming  cap- 
tain of  merchant  vessels  plying  between  Philadel- 
phia and  various  foreign  ports.  He  commanded 
one  of  Cope's  packet  ships,  sailing  between  Phila- 
delphia and  Liverpool,  and  later  was  captain  of  the 
steamer  “Atlantic,”  of  the  Collins  Line,  the  first 
American  steamship  line  to  Liverpool ; he  went  to 
Washington  and  obtained  the  appropriation  to  carry 
the  mail — the  first  under  the  American  flag.  He 
made  over  two  hundred  voyages,  but  lived  retired 
for  some  time  prior  to  his  decease,  which  occurred 
in  1883.  On  November  16,  1835,  he  married  Miss 
Ann  Bell  Welsh,  who  was  born  in  1804,  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  preceded  him  to  the  grave,  passing 
away  at  their  home  in  Philadelphia.  She  was  a 
woman  of  many  virtues  and  fine  character,  and  a 
devout  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  where  she 
and  her  husband  worshiped  for  many  years.  Their 
family  consisted  of  two  children — Elizabeth  and 
James  (our  subject).  Elizabeth  West  was  born  in 
1837,  in  Philadelphia,  and  received  a thorough  edu- 
cation, after  her  graduation  from  the  Philadelphia 
private  schools  finishing  her  literary  training  in 
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London,  England.  On  October  I,  1863,  she  mar- 
ried Cooper  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  who  died  De- 
cember 8,  1893,  and  they  had  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Mary  Nixon,  Mrs.  J.  Somers  Smith; 

Anna  Curry,  Mrs.  Henry  Paul  Bailey ; and  Wikofif 
Smith,  unmarried. 

James  West  obtained  his  elementary  education 
in  the  private  schools  of  Philadelphia.  When  a 
young  man  he  entered  the  dry-goods  house  of  David 
S.  Brown  & Co.,  as  clerk,  in  i860  transferring  to  the 
importing  house  of  P.  Brady  & Co.  When  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  he  answered  the  first  call  for 
three-months’  men,  with  the  City  Troop  of  Phila- 
delphia, of  which  he  was  a member  before  the 
opening  of  hostilities.  He  afterward  went  to  Port 
Royal,  and  was  present  at  the  taking  of  Fort  Pulaski. 
In  1891  our  subject  became  one  of  Gov.  Pattison’s 
staff  officers,  retiring  in  1895,  with  the  rank  of 
colonel.  After  the  close  of  the  war  lie  returned  to 
Philadelphia  for  a time,  in  1866  engaging  in  the 
dry-goods  business  in  New  York  City,  on  his  own 
account,  and  continuing  same  successfully  until 
1878.  After  his  marriage,  in  1884,  to  Mrs.  Anna 
B.  Rose,  he  settled  on  the  property  in  Silver  Lake 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  has  ever 
since  resided.  Their  home  is  near  the  lake.  Col. 
West  has  made  numerous  improvements  on  this 
tract,  which  comprises  some  twelve  hundred  acres, 
a large  portion  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  has 
erected  fine  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  and  de- 
votes himself  to  the  pleasures  of  his  farm  and  breed- 
ing. He  is  represented  by  the  American  Trotting 
Register  as  owning  one  of  the  best  studs  of  trotting 
horses  and  colts  in  America,  a reputation  he  has  well 
earned,  for  he  has,  for  a number  of  years,  spared 
neither  time  nor  money  in  the  purchase  and  breed- 
ing of  the  best  stock  of  American  trotting  horses. 
He  now  owns  twenty-three  head  of  fine  stock.  The 
Colonel's  home  and  surroundings  are  replete  with 
evidences  of  refined  and  cultured  tastes.  His  wife 
is  a lady  well  fitted  to  grace  such  a home,  and  they 
are  held  in  high  esteem  among  a wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  In  religious  connection 
Airs.  West  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
Colonel  is  an  Episcopalian,  having  been  reared  in 
that  faith,  and  he  has  always  given  liberally  to 
Church  work  and  religious  enterprises.  In  politics 
he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party.  Fraternally  he  is  a Freemason,  holding 
membership  with  Philadelphia  Lodge  No.  506;  be 
is  a member  of  Four  Brothers  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Montrose,  Penn. ; and  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, his  ancestors  having  served  in  that  struggle. 

Mrs.  Anna  B.  West  belongs  to  one  of  the  prom- 
inent and  earlv  settled  families  of  Silver  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  her  grandparents, 
Zenas  and  Mary  (Wright)  Bliss,  having  migrated 
hither  with  their  family  in  1804,  from  Columbia, 
Tolland  Co.,  Conn.  They  endured  all  the  hardships 
and  privations  incident  to  life  in  an  unsettled  re- 
gion, doing  their  full  share  in  opening  up  and  im- 


proving the  section,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
moral  as  well  as  the  material  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, living  in  Silver  Lake  until  1841,  when  they 
removed  to  i^eroy,  Bradford  county.  Zenas  and 
Mary  (Wright)  Bliss  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, and  all  the  members  of  their  family  were  noble 
men  and  women,  filling  worthily  their  respective 
stations  in  life.  We  have  the  following  record  of 
them:  (1)  Gordon,  the  eldest,  died  in  New  Ha- 

ven, Conn.  (2)  Horace  was  the  father  of  Mrs. 
West.  (3)  Edwin  settled  at  Waverly,  Penn., 
near  Scranton,  where  he  died.  (4)  Chester  studied 
medicine,  he  and  his  brother  graduating  in  New 
York,  and  became  an  eminent  physician  at  Leroy,. 
Penn.,  afterward  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (5)  Clark, 
who  also  studied  medicine,  died  at  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
in  early  manhood,  soon  after  he  commenced  prac- 
tice; he  was  a man  of  high  character.  (6)  Ange- 
line  and  (7)  Mary  died  unmarried  at  the  home  of 
their  father  in  Leroy,  Penn.  The  father  of  this 
family  passed  away  January  26,  1861,  in  Leroy, 
Penn.,  in  the  ninety-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  we 
quote  the  following  from  the  Bradford  Argus,  which 
bears  testimony  to  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held : 

In  the  death  of  Esquire  Bliss  another  link  is  severed 
that  connected  former  generations  with  the  present.  He 
was  born  in  Columbia, Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  May  11, 1767.  In 
1804  he  removed,  with  a large  family,  into  what  was  then 
the  wilderness  of  Silver  Lake,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  had  to  endure  the  hardships  and  privations  inci- 
dent to  pioneer  life.  He  came  to  LeRoy,  Bradford  county, 
in  1841,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  His 
health  was  remarkably  good  until  within  a few  months  of 
his  decease,  when  the  physical  powers  gave  way  under  the 
weight  of  years,  and  his  lamp  soon  ceased  to  burn,  as  if 
simply  burned  out.  In  the  character  of  the  deceased  we 
contemplate  a Puritan  of  the  Old  School.  A man  of  active 
habits,  he  applied  his  industry  to  the  sphere  of  his  own 
proper  duties.  Alive  to  the  improvements  of  the  age,  he 
was  a conservator  of  the  principles  which  alone  render  im- 
provements of  real  value.  He  was  a devoted  patriot  and 
philanthropist,  ever  ready  to  do  any  good  work.  In  early  life 
he  made  a profession  of  the  religion  of  Christ,  and  was  ever 
after  distinguished  for  consistent,  devoted,  though  unobtru- 
sive, piety.  In  1813  he  received  the  appointment  of  justice 
of  the  pe  ice,  which  office  he  held  until  the  change  in  the 
law  terminated  his  commission.  As  a magistrate  he  exhib- 
ited an  enlightened  sense  of  his  duty  as  a guardian  of  the 
public  peace.  He  believed  that  peace  was  as  effectually 
promoted  by  discouraging  unnecessary  litigation  as  by  in- 
flicting the  salutary  penalty  of  the  law  when  circumstances 
made  that  necessary.  Although  toward  the  close  of  life  his 
thoughts  were  more  concentrated  upon  the  things  of  the 
better  world,  he  did  not  forget  the  duties  of  a citizen  of  this. 
He  was  extremely  feeble  in  body  at  the  time  of  the  last 
Presidential  election,  but  he  summoned  strength  to  be  con- 
veyed to  the  polls,  where  from  his  seat  in  the  carriage  he 
deposited  his  vote  for  the  present  chief  magistrate  of  the 
Union,  remarking  at  the  time  that  his  first  vote  wras  given 
for  Washington,  lhat  he  had  voted  at  every  Presidential 
election  since,  and  hoped  he  had  not  now  voted  for  the  last 
President  the  country  wras  to  have.  What  patriot  can  fail 
to  sympathize  with  hint  in  that  aspiration?  His  mental 
faculties  were  possessed  until  the  last,  and  he  left  leaving 
surviving  friends  with  the  assured  consolation  that  he  has 
gone  to  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better. — Mark  the  per- 
fect man,  and  behold  the  upright;  for  the  end  of  that  man 
is  peace. 

Horace  Bliss  was  born  in  1792,  in  Connecticut, 
came  with  the  family  to  Susquehanna  county  in 
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1804,  and  after  his  marriage,  on  April  27,  1813,  to 
Isabella  Rose,  daughter  of  James  Rose,  settled  on 
a farm  in  Choconut  Valley,  where  his  family  of 
seven  children  were  reared.  His  wife  was  a native 
of  Northumberland  county,  Penn.  Horace  Bliss 
passed  away  May  15,  1868,  aged  seventy-six  years, 
eighteen  davs,  his  wife  on  February  27,  1874,  aged 
seventy-eight  years,  seven  months.  She  was  a 
woman  of  lovable  disposition,  and  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  held  in  loving  esteem  by  all  who  knew 
them.  We  have  the  following  record  of  their  fam- 
ily : ( 1 ) Henry  B.,  the  eldest,  enlisted  for  service 

in  the  Mexican  war,  and  died  soon  afterward,  being 
buried  in  the  City  of  Mexico.  He  was  a general 
favorite,  a great  reader,  and  a man  of  fine  charac- 
ter. (2)  Francis  A.  has  been  engaged  in  the 
flour,  feed  and  grain  business  in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  for 
many  years,  and  is  a gentleman  highly  respected  by 
a very  large -circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 
(3)  "Chester  H.  died  July  25,  1899,  at  the  borne  of 
his  daughter  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; his  home  was  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  For  a long  time  he  held  an  im- 
portant government  position.  He  left  a widow  and 
two  daughters,  both  born  and  reared  in  Silver  Lake 
— Isabella  J.,  wife  of  Elmer  E.  Tingley,  of  Port 
Jervis,  formerly  of  Susquehanna  county;  and  Anna 
R.,  wife  of  Francis  Covers,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (4) 
George  R.  died  January  20,  1851,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  two  months  and  sixteen  days,  passing 
away  at  Middletown,  Penn.,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching  school.  He  was  a fine  scholar,  an  effi- 
cient educator,  and  a young  man  of  beautiful,  supe- 
rior character.  (5)  Jane  Isabella  and  (6)  Sarah 
P.  never  married,  and  died  at  the  home  of  their  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  West,  the  former  on  May  28,  1868,  the 
latter  June  7,  1888.  (7)  Anna  B.  (Mrs.  James 

West),  the  youngest,  acquired  a good  education, 
and  in  1850,  when  very  young,  she  married,  for  her 
first  husband,  Andrew  H.  Rose,  son  of  Dr.  Rose, 
who  settled  on  the  property  now  occupied  by  Col. 
and  Mrs.  James  West.  One  son  blessed  this  union, 
Francis  H.,  who  died  in  February,  1874,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  ; he  was  a lifelong  invalid,  but 
was  very  lovely  and  angelic  in  disposition. 

The  following  extractions,  from  the  Montrose 
Republican,  appeared  in  that  paper,  the  first  on  the 
occasion  of  the  double  bereavement  of  the  family  in 
May,  1868,  when  Deacon  Bliss  and  his  daughter 
passed  away  within  two  weeks,  the  second  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1874,  when  Mrs.  Bliss  and  her  grandson 
died  within  an  even  shorter  period : 

Within  a few  brief  days,  father  and  daughter  have 
passed  from  earth.  Their  home  is  truly  left  decolate  and 
sad,  for  they  each  were  as  lights  and  comfort  there.  Mr. 
Bliss  had  a spirit  of  rare  hopefulness,  peace  and  faith.  The 
companion  of  his  youth,  now  widowed,  ever  found  in  him 
a husband  in  whom  to  trust  with  perfect  confidence  ; his 
children  feel  the  loss  of  their  best  earthly  counsellor,  ever 
devoted  to  them.  Friends  mourn  a friend,  and  Christians  a 
faithful  disciple  of  the  Lord.  He  united  with  the  Choconut 
Baptist  Church  in  1819,  and  served  in  the  office  of  Deacon 
for  twenty-six  years,  useful  and  beloved.  During  his  last 
years  he  seemed  to  live  on  the  verge  of  heaven.  No  fears 


dimmed  his  hope,  feeling  that  Christ  was  his  righteousness 
and  sure  foundation.  When  near  to  death,  he  praised  God, 
with  joyful  lips,  longing  for  the  time  of  release,  that  he  might 
go  home.  “ Blessed  are  the  dead,  who  die  in  the  Lord.  Yea, 
saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors,  and 
their  works  do  lollow  them.” 

Miss  Jane  Isabella  Bliss  had  ever  endeared  herself  to 
parents,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  to  all  who  knew  her,  by  an 
earnest  spirit  of  affectionate  and  cheerful  kindness.  To  her, 
each  looked  for  comfort  and  help,  and  ever  found  willing 
hands,  and  a sympathizing  heart.  Her  smile  was  sunshine. 
In  the  days  of  her  youth,  she  put  her  trust  in  her  Savior,  and 
during  her  life  ever  bore  the  fruits  of  the  grace  she  received. 
The  last  months  were  full  of  physical  distress,  but  all  was 
endured  with  patience,  in  the  fullness  of  hope  beyond  this 
life.  The  living  mourn  their  departure,  but  believe  their  rest 
is  glorious.  “ Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death 
of  His  Saints.” 


Again  and  again  has  the  angel  of  death  entered  the 
doorway  of  this  once  happy  home,  and  many  loved  and 
precious  ones  have  passed  away.  Now,  the  mother’s  darling 
has  been  snatched  from  her  arms,  the  pet  bird  of  the  house- 
hold has  flown.  Almost  before  a suspicion  of  danger,  the 
dear  light  in  the  beautiful  loving  eyes  grew  dim  in  death,  and 
the  pure  angel  spirit  went  up  to  the  tender  arms  of  the  loving 
Father.  None  but  God  can  know  the  anguish  of  the  moth- 
er’s heart,  bereft  of  her  darling  only  child,  or  the  desolation 
of  his  home,  made  cheerful  by  the  sunny  loving  presence, 
but  the  lovely  soul  lives  in  the  glqry  of  Heaven.  The  beau- 
tiful, sweet,  frail  flower  blooms  in  the  Paradise  of  God. 

In  one  short  week  the  fond  and  loving  grandmother 
followed  Frankie  to  the  happy  home  above.  Two  sons  and 
two  daughters  are  left  to  mourn  the  loss  of  the  most  tender 
and  devoted  of  mothers.  Her  home,  where  her  cheering  pres- 
ence never  seemed  more  necessary  to  the  hearts  so  wrung 
with  anguish,  is  doubly  desolate  and  sad,  but  God  knew  best, 
and  in  His  infinite  wisdom  and  mercy  took  her  tenderly  and 
suddenly  to  Himself.  During  a useful  and  faithful  life  her 
consistent,  devout  piety,  and  her  love  for  her  family  and 
friends,  were  remarkable  and  touching.  Her  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  relatives,  ever  found  in  her  a kind  mother.  In 
her  early  youth  her  treasures  were  laid  up  in  Heaven,  and  in 
all  sorrows  and  trials  she  was  patient  and  cheerful,  with 
Christian  faith  and  fortitude.  Nearly  six  years  since,  her 
beloved  husband  and  eldest  daughter  were  taken  to  their 
home  in  Heaven,  going  only  a little  before  the  loved  wife 
and  mother,  and  petted  grandson.  “ The  day  of  her  mourn- 
ing shall  be  ended.” 

The  same  paper,  on  the  death  of  Miss  Sarah 
P.  Bliss,  said: 

M'iss  Bliss  was  the  light  and  joy  of  the  home,  now  left 
desolate.  The  beloved  elder  sister,  the  counsellor,  she  had 
greatly  endeared  herself  to  brothers,  sisters,  and  to  all  kin- 
dred and  friends,  who  knew  her,  bv  a life  of  kind  faithfulness 
and  love,  which  sought  good  for  others.  No  service  too 
great,  nor  devotion  too  untiring,  where  she  could  minister 
help  and  comfort.  Her  departure  was  sudden,  a sickness  of 
twenty-four  hours,  but  she  had  lived  as  one  ready  for  many 
years.  The  gathering  at  the  funeral  testified  love  and  esteem 
for  the  departed,  and  sympathy  for  the  bereaved.  ” He  giv- 
eth  His  beloved  sleep." 

Andrew  H.  Rose  passed  away  April  7,  1855, 
four  years  and  some  months  after  his  marriage.  He 
was  a man  of  fine  education  and  admirable  person- 
ality, and  was  popular  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  In  1884,  as  above  mentioned,  Mrs.  Rose 
married,  for  her  second  husband,  Col.  James  West. 
She  has  been  postmistress  at  Sheldon  since  1872. 

James  Rose,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Isabella  (Rose) 
Bliss,  was  the  only  brother  of  Dr.  Robert  H.  Rose. 
He  married  Isabella  Hall,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they 
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lived  in  Northumberland  county,  Penn.,  for  many 
years.  He  was  a very  highly  educated  and  talented 
gentleman,  his  wife  a very  beautiful  and  lovely 
woman.  Their  daughters  were  Isabella,  Ann, 
Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Sarah,  their  sons  Robert,  John 
and  George.  They  lived  in  the  house  now  owned 
by  Henry  Iv.  Sheldon,  who  occupies  it  in  the  sum- 
mer months.  James  Rose  was  always  an  elegant 
writer,  and  was  in  Dr.  Rose’s  office,  engaged  in 
writing.  The  Rose  family  were  Presbyterians  with 
the  exception  of  James  Rose,  who  was  an  Episco- 
palian, and  Edward  W.  Rose’s  children  are  Epis- 
copalians. 

Robert  H.  Rose,  youngest  son  of  Dr.  Robert 
II.  Rose,  was  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  from  1861 
to  1865,  and  was  in  the  Indian  war  for  one  year. 
He  held  the  rank  of  major,  and  was  considered  a 
very  fine  officer.  Major  Robert  H.  Rose  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  some  years  be- 
fore his  death,  in  1885,  at  Mankato,  Minn.  He 
was  a very  amiable,  affectionate,  kind  gentleman. 
He  married.  Charlotte  Ladd,  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
youngest  sister  of  Rev.  Francis  D.  Ladd. 

Rev.  Francis  D.  Ladd  was  born  in  1820,  at 
Hallowed,  Maine,  and  after  receiving  a thorough 
preparatory  education  entered  Bowdoin  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1841.  He  united 
Avith  the  Presbvterian  Church  of  his  native  town 
when  fifteen  vears  of  age,  and  soon  decided  to  enter 
the  ministry,  abandoning  the  mercantile  life  which 
had  been  his  first  choice.  He  studied  theology  in 
the  seminary  at  Bangor,  Maine.  His  first  charge 
Avas  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where  he  had 
charge  of  three  Churches,  one  of  them  being  the 
Church  near  Silver  Lake,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
pastor.  Removing  thence  t,o  Philadelphia  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  that  city,  Avhere  he  Avas 
pastor  of  the  Penn  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Girard 
avenue,  for  a number  of  years  before  his  death.  He 
joined  the  Christian  Commission  organized  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  while  on  a trip  South  after  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks  caught  typhoid  fever,  which 
carried  him  away  shortly  after  his  return  home. 
We  excerpt  the  folloAving  from  an  article  which  ap- 
peared in  the  “Presbyterian”  at  the  time: 

The  Rev.  Francis  D.  Ladd,  pastor  of  the  Penn  Presby- 
terian Church,  in  Philadelphia,  died  of  typhoid  fever  in  that 
city  on  Monday,  July  7,  in  the  forty-second  year  of  his  age. 
Mr.  Ladd  paid  a visit  a few  week-  ago  to  the  army  before 
Richmond,  to  minister  to  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  returned 
with  the  seeds  of  the  disease  within  him  which  has  since  car- 
ried him  to  the  grave.  Two  pages  of  manuscript,  hastily 
written  with  a pencil  after  his  return,  now  lie  before  us,  attest- 
ing how  fully  he  sympathized  with  the  sufferers,  and  how 
earnestly  he  sought  to  enlist  the  sympathies  and  efforts  of 
others  in  their  behalf.  He  did  not  know  then,  as  we  know 
now,  that  these  were  the  last  efforts  which  he  should  ever 
make  to  relieve  human  suffering,  or  console  the  sick  and  dy- 
ing. . . .Mr.  Ladd  had  been  pastor  of  the  Penn  Church  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  labored  in  this  field  with  great  fidelity 
and  patience,  encountering  many  difficulties,  and  gladly 
showing  self-denial  for  the  sakeof  the  interests  of  the  Church, 
and  desiring  nothing  more  than  to  be  successful  in  winning 
souls  for  Christ.  He  was  a good  man — of  cultivated  intellect 
— humble,  devout  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  all 


his  duties.  He  was  a member  of  several  of  the  Boards  of  the 
Church,  and  was  always  prompt  in  his  attendance  at  their 
meetings,  and  zealous  in  his  support  of  all  their  plans  to  do 
good.  In  his  last  illness  his  heart  and  mind  were  kept  in 
perfect  peace,  and  he  died  in  the  triumphs  of  faith.  He  has 
fallen  while  yet  in  the  fullness  of  his  strength,  but  he  has 
done  well  the  worrc  assigned  to  him,  and  we  trust  has  entered 
into  rest May  He  who  cares  for  His  Church  with  un- 

ceasing care  raise  up  those  who  shall  take  the  place  of  the 
fallen,  and  carry  on,  with  increased  energy,  the  work  of  the 
Lord. 

The  “ Home  and  Foreign  Record  ” said:  It  has  pleased 

the  Head  of  the  Church,  in  His  inscrutable  wisdom,  to  de- 
prive the  Board  of  the  valued  services  of  an  esteemed  and 
loved  brother  by  the  removal  from  among  us  of  the  Rev. 
Francis  D.  Ladd.  For  several  years  he  had  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board,  and  dis- 
played a deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  He  has 
fallen  a martyr  to  his  devoted  love  of  country.  Those  who 
knew  him  best  were  aware  that  the  sufferings  of  our  noble 
soldiers  in  the  Peninsula  were  sure  to  elicit  the  activities  of 
his  sympathetic  nature,  and  his  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  others 
caused  him  to  forget  himself  in  order  that  their  sufferings 
might  be  relieved. 

Mr.  Ladd  married  Caroline  Rose,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Robert  H.  Rose,  of  Silver  Lake,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  she  and  the  only  child  born  to  this 
union  preceded  him  some  years  to  the  other  world. 

DR.  ROBERT  H.  ROSE  (deceased).  Per- 
haps to  no  one  individual  is  Susquehanna  county 
more  indebted  for  the  early  development  of  its  re- 
sources than  to  Dr.  Rose,  who  Avas  born  in  1776,  in 
Chester  county,  Penn.  His  father,  a Scotch  gen- 
tleman, and  his  mother,  a lady  of  Dublin,  came  to 
the  United  States  a little  before  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  settled  in  Chester  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Robert  H.  Rose  received  a liberal  and  accom- 
plished education.  “In  the  early  part  of  my  life  I 
was  accustomed  to  pass  mv  Avinters  in  Philadelphia, 
and  the  rest  of  the  year  in  the  country.  In  spent 
the  greater  part  of  1799  rambling  in  the  wilderness 
which  now  forms  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri.  I hunted  Avith  the  Indians, 
slept  in  their  wigwams,  and  was  half  tempted  to 
remain  with  them.”  He  studied  medicine  and  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
please  his  friends,  who  thought  he  should  have  a 
profession ; but  it  was  said  that  he  never  seriously 
intended  to  practice.  Late  in  1800  or  early  in  1801 
Dr.  Rose  first  visited,  on  a hunting  expedition  and  • 
trip  of  pleasure  on  the  invitation  of  Col.  Pickering, 
the  lands  of  Susquehanna  county.  In  1803  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  thousand  acres  along  the  State 
line,  including  Avhat  is  now  the  Avhole  of  Silver 
Lake  township,  in  Susquehanna  county,  of  Anne, 
widow  of  Tench  Francis,  Avho  bought  of  Elizabeth 
Jervis  and  John  Peters,  whose  patent  Avas  obtained 
from  the  State  in  1784.  During  the  year  1803  he 
gathered  about  him  a large  number  of  workmen  to 
fell  trees  near  the  lake,  and  to  construct  a sawmill 
preparatory  to  the  erection  of  his  dwelling-house. 
His  grounds  were  beautiful  and  Avell  laid  out,  and 
he  lived  like  an  old  English  baron,  while  all  around 
him  Avas  a howling  wilderness.  He  held  cut  induce- 
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ments  to  industrious  men  to  purchase  farms  in  this 
vicinity,  advertising  the  farms  extensively  both  in 
this  and  foreign  countries,  and  thus  bringing  many 
foreigners  to  the  county ; he  was  active  in  the  build- 
ing of  turnpikes  through  the  county,  and  was  in- 
strumental m having  Montrose  made  the  county 
seat,  giving  land  for  the  erection  of  public  build- 
ings. 

Dr.  Rose  published,  about  1820,  a volume  of 
poems,  or,  as  he  termed  them,  “Sketches  in  Verse.” 
In  this  volume  his  many  quotations  from  the  Latin, 
French  and  Italian  show  his  familiarity  with  various 
lahguages  and  authors.  His  musical  abilities  also 
were  of  a high  order,  and  his  poetic  and  literary 
tastes  made  him  a prominent  member  of  the  literary 
club  of  which  Dennie  (editor  of  the  “Portfolio” 
until  his  death  In  1812),  Nicholas  Biddle,  Ewing, 
and  others  were  ornaments. 

Dr.  Rose  was  married,  in  1810,  to  Miss  Jane 
Hodge,  daughter  of  Andrew  Hodge,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  they  reared  a family  of  seven  children — 
three  sons  and  four  daughters — viz. : Edward  W., 

who  is  fully  mentioned  farther  on ; Annie,  who  mar- 
ched William  Maine,  and  died  in  1898  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ; Ellen  and  Emily,  who  did  not  marry ; Caro- 
line, who  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Francis  D.  Ladd, 
and  settled  in  Philadelphia;  Robert  H.,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Charlotte  Ladd,  and  moved  to  Minnesota ; 
and  Andrew  H.,  who  married  Miss  Anna  Bliss,  and 
settled  near  the  old  Rose  homestead,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  April,  1855  (his  widow  is  now  the  wife 
of  Col.  James  West,  of  Silver  Lake).  Edward  W. 
Rose  is  the  only  survivor  of  this  family.  The  fa- 
ther died  in  1842,  the  mother  following  him  to  the 
grave  in  about  i860. 

Edward  W.  Rose  was  born  in  June,  1821,  on 
the  beautiful  homestead  in  Silver  Lake  township, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  four  years  during  which  he  was  in  business 
in  Maine  and  Minnesota,  he  has  always  made  his 
home  there.  Like  his  brothers  and  sisters,  he  re- 
ceived his  education  at  home,  under  private  tutors. 
In  1846  he  married  Miss  Marian  Simpson,  a native 
of  Scotland,  whose  parents,  John  H.  and  Agnes 
Simpson,  also  of  Scottish  birth,  came  with  their 
family  to  America  when  Mrs.  Rose  was  but  a child, 
settling  in  Silver  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  Mr. 
Simpson  was  a most  worthy,  excellent  gentleman, 
a devout  Christian,  and  was  the  first  elder  (or  dea- 
con) in  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Silver  Lake, 
under  the  incumbency  of  Rev.  Francis  D.  Ladd,  the 
first  pastor.  He  was  universally  beloved  and  re- 
spected, as  was  also  his  wife,  who  was  a very  supe- 
rior Christian  woman.  They  made  their  home  at 
Silver  Lake  for  many  years,  dying  there.  They 
had  five  sons:  Robert  C.,  Joseph  C.,  Alexander  C., 
Tohn  C.  and  William  B.,  of  whom  hut  two  survive — 
Joseph,  a resident  of  California,  and  Alexander, 
living  in  Iowa.  The  youngest  daughter,  Miss  Jane 
H.  Simpson,  has  a very  cozy  home,  living  in  a hand- 


some house  near  the  lake,  in  the  vicinity  of  H.  K. 
Sheldon’s  home  at  Silver  Lake.  She  has  taught  in 
select  schools,  proving  an  excellent  instructor,  and 
is  very  much  respected. 

Mrs.  Rose  passed  away  in  March,  1899,  after 
more  than  fifty  years  of  happy  wedded  life,  deeply 
mourned  by  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances whom  she  had  attracted  to  her  by  her  many 
fine  qualities  of  head  and  Heart.  Mr.  Rose  is  now 
retired  from  active  life,  making  his  home  with  his 
children  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  is  a devout 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  was  also  his 
wife,  and  has  always  given  liberally  to  the  support 
of  religious  work  and  charitable  enterprises  gen- 
erally. His  family,  however,  have  for  the  most 
part  been  Episcopalians.  Politically  the  members 
of  this  family  have  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  from  its  organization,  and  have  taken  an 
active  interest  in  its  welfare  and  in  the  public  af- 
fairs of  the  communities  in  which  their  lot  has  been 
cast.  They  have  established  and  maintained  a rep- 
utation for  public  spirit  and  progress  which  has  en- 
titled them  to  high  rank  among  the  intelligent  and 
substantial  citizens  of  the  day,  and  the  present  gen- 
eration has  proved  itself  worthy  of  such  an  hon- 
ored ancestry.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  Ed- 
ward W.  and  Marian  (Simpson)  Rose  we  have  the 
following  record : 

(1)  Robert  H.  Rose  is  a wealthy  retired  resi- 
dent of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  is  a lawyer  by  pro- 
fession, and  for  some  years  was  located  at  Smeth- 
port,  McKean  Co.,  Penn.,  where  in  addition  to  his 
legal  practice  he  was  engaged  extensively  in  the 
oil  business  in  that  vicinity.  He  finally  settled  in 
Binghamton,  where  for  a number  of  years  he  was 
well  known  as  a leading  lawyer  and  business  man. 
Mr.  Rose  married  Miss  Lena  Hamlin,  a daughter 
of  Judge  Henry  Hamlin,  of  Smethport,  and  they 
have  had  two  children — Marion  Rose,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years ; and  Robert  C.  Rose,  who 
is  now  attending  college.  Mr.  Rose  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in  which  he  is  well  ad- 
vanced. 

(2)  Edward  L.  Rose  was  born  at  the  old 
home  in  Silver  Lake  township,  and  received  the 
greater  part  of  his  education  at  Montrose,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  commenced  his  business 
career  with  F.  B.  Chandler.  For  a number  of  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  oil  business  in  the  Bradford 
county  (Penn.)  and  West  Virginia  fields,  becoming 
quite  wealthy  in  this  line.  In  1893  he  erected  a 
beautiful  home  in  Binghamton,  which  is  now  occu- 
pied by  his  widow  and  three  children — Marion, 
Alice  and  Edward.  He  married  Miss  Laura  J. 
Long,  of  West  Virginia.  Mr.  Rose  passed  away 
very  suddenly  in  March,  1899,  his  death  being 
caused  by  heart  disease.  He  was  held  in  high  es- 
teem wherever  he  was  known,  both  as  a business 
man  and  an  exemplary  citizen,  was  vice-president 
and  cashier  of  the  Strong  State  Bank,  at  Bingham- 
ton, and  prominent  in  various  connections.  Like 
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his  brother,  he  was  a Freemason  of  high  rank.  Of 
generous  impulses  and  noble  character,  he  was  pop- 
ular among  those  of  his  own  station  in  life,  beloved 
by  all  the  poor  and  needy,  and  looked  up  to  by  all 
classes  for  his  many  sterling  equalities  of  head  and 
heart. 

(3)  Henry  J.  Rose  was  born  in  December, 
1853,  at  the  old  Silver  Lake  homestead,  and  re- 
ceived a good  education,  finishing  his  literary  train- 
ing in  the  Montrose  school.  I11  1877  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  with  his  brother  Edward,  in 
West  Virginia,  where  he  continued  until  1885,  since 
which  time  he  has  made  his  home  in  Silver  Lake 
township.  In  1879  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Worth- 
ing, daughter  of  Col.  John  P.  and  Elizabeth  Worth- 
ing, prominent  residents  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old  families  of  that 
section.  Since  retiring  from  business  in  Virginia 
Mr.  Rose  has,  in  partnership  with  his  brothers 
Robert  and  Edward,  been  engaged  in  building  up 
and  improving  the  old  homestead  property  at  Sil- 
ver Lake,  the  resort  they  have  established  there  be- 
ing one  of  the  finest  in  the  country.  They  have 
erected  fine  modern  buildings,  with  club  houses  and 
every  provision  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
their  guests,  who  come  here  in  large  numbers  during 
the  summer  months,  finding  this  an  ideal  spot  in 
which  to  pass  the  warm  season ; one  of  their  build- 
ings is  100  x 40  feet,  and  all  are  finely  furnished. 
During  the  past  season  they  entertained  at  their 
handsome  houses  over  one  hundred  people  from 
the  wealthier  classes  of  New  York  City,  Jersey  City 
and  Philadelphia.  Henry  J.  Rose  has  had  the  man- 
agement of  the  resort,  and  he  is  ably  assisted  by  his 
wife,  who  in  addition  to  being  a capable  business 
woman  and  manager  has  a culture  and  refinement 
of  manner  which  qualify  her  for  the  duties  of  host- 
ess in  such  an  establishment,  and  she  has  proved 
an  admirable  and  popular  entertainer.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rose  have  a magnificent  home,  luxuriously  and 
tastefully  appointed  in  every  department,  and  they 
are  as  popular  among  their  circle  of  private  friends 
and  acquaintances  as  among  their  patrons,  dispens- 
ing a charming  hospitality.  They  have  had  one 
child,  Edward  W.,  born  in  West  Virginia,  who  died 
in  Silver  Lake  when  six  years  old. 

(4)  Agnes  Rose  was  born  in  1863,  at  Mont- 
rose, and  received  a fine  education,  graduating  from 
the  Wheeling  (W.  Va.)  high  school.  She  mar- 
ried H.  L.  Fillibrown,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  is 
now,  however,  engaged  in  business  in  Binghamton, 
where  they  make  their  home.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren— Louisa  and  Howard. 

(5)  Caleb  C.  Rose  was  born  in  the  old  Silver 
Lake  homestead,  and  received  good  educational  ad- 
vantages. LTntil  1898  he  was  engaged  with  his 
brother  at  Binghamton,  and  he  is  now  residing  at 
Fulton,  N.  Y.,  being  manager  there  for  his  brother's 
gas  business.  He  married  Miss  Frances  Hill, 
daughter  of  George  C.  Hill,  of  Montrose.  They 
have  no  children. 


PETER  JACOB  GUILLOT,  M.  D.  On  Au- 
gust 16,  1891,  there  passed  away,  at  his  home  in 
Bushkill,  Pike  county,  this  well-beloved  physician, 
whose  many  years  of  faithful  toil  in  his  profession 
made  his  name  a household  word  in  that  com- 
munity. His  remains  were  interred  in  Bushkill 
cemetery.  He  was  a man  whose  death  was  felt  as 
a loss  among  all  classes,  and  the  following  brief 
account  of  one  so  esteemed  will  be  read  with  un- 
usual interest. 

The  Doctor  was  born  October  30,  1845,  near 
the  Falls  of  Schaffhausen,  on  the  Rhine,  a son  of 
Jacob  and  Julia  (Lang)  Guillot,  natives  of  the 
Fatherland,  where  the  former  died  in  1846.  Sub- 
. sequentlv  the  mother  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Augus- 
tus Schaffer,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Stroudsburg, 
Penn.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  only  one 
child,  our  subject,  but  four  children  were  born  of 
the  second  union,  namely : Augustus,  who  mar- 

ried, and  resides  in  Stroudsburg;  Herman,  who 
married  a Mrs.  Barrier,  and  is  a barber  of  Strouds- 
burg; Julia,  who  married  John  Eckert,  both  being 
now  deceased ; and  Catherine,  who  resides  with  her 
mother  in  Stroudsburg. 

Dr.  Guillot  was  a self-educated  as  well  as  a 
self-made  man,  and  for  the  success  that  he  achieved 
in  life  deserved  much  credit.  While  quite  young 
he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  step- 
father, who  for  some  years  practiced  medicine  in 
Stroudsburg.  Our  subject  first  followed  his  pro- 
fessional career  at  Newfoundland,  Penn.,  and  from 
there  came  to  Bushkill,  where  he  was  not  long  in 
building  up  a large  and  lucrative  practice,  which 
he  continued  to  enjoy  during  the  twenty-two  years 
of  his  residence  here.  He  was  a constant  student 
of  his  profession,  and  was  also  well  versed  in  cur- 
rent literature,  spending  all  his  leisure  time  in  read- 
ing and  study.  He  won  success  financially  as  well 
as  professionally,  and  left  his  widow  a comfortable 
home  and  a fine  farm  of  eighty-seven  acres.  Polit- 
ically he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  never  aspired  to  office,  his  time  being 
fully  occupied  with  his  professional  duties.  He 
was  quite  prominent  socially,  and  was  widely  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  county. 

On  October  23,  1872,  at  Egypt  Mills,  Pike 
county,  Dr.  Guillot  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Ella  Nyce,  a most  estimable  lady,  who  holds 
membership  in  the  Reformed  Church,  and  has  a 
host  of  warm  friends.  To  this  union  three  chil- 
dren were  born : Clinton,  who  has  been  engaged 

as  carpenter  for  the  Wilkes  Barre  & Eastern  Rail- 
road Co.,  at  Stroudsburg,  is  now  in  the  creamery 
school  at  State  College,  Center  Co.,  Penn.,  and  in- 
tends to  run  a creamery  at  Egypt  Mills ; Norman 
lives  at  home,  but  has  spent  some  time  in  assisting 
in  different  surveys  through  this  valley ; and  Fannie 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months. 

Mrs.  Guillot  was  born  in  Egypt  Mills,  and  is 
a daughter  of  Jacob  Nyce,  who  is  represented  else- 
where. Her  paternal  grandparents,  John  and 
Lenan  (Westbrook)  Nyce,  had  the  following  chil- 
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dren : John  married  Maria  Van  Campen ; Lydia 

married  Alfred  Wells;  Mary  married  Mon.  Moses 
Coolbaugh,  associate  judge  of  Monroe  county; 
George  married  Elizabeth  Place;  William,  who 
served  two  terms  in  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature, 
married  Margaret  Westbrook;  James  died  unmar- 
ried; Catherine  married  Dr.  Morrison;  and  Jacob, 
Mrs.  Guillot’s  father,  married  Delinda  Peters.  Mrs. 
Delinda  Nyce  was  the  eldest  child  of  George  and 
Margaret  (Miller)  Peters,  the  others  being  John, 
who  married  Clara  McGee;  Daniel,  who  married 
Susan  Coolbaugh ; Henry,  who  married  Lydia 
Coolbaugh ; Philip,  who  married  Sallie  Shoe- 
maker; Washington,  who  married  Eliza  Dreher; 
Jane,  who  married  Case  Smith ; Susan  and  Mar-, 
garet,  both  residents  of  Lehman  township,  Pike 
county ; William,  who  never  married ; and  Jacob, 
who  married  Eliza  Dreher. 

STEPHEN  BURDICK,  a prosperous  and  hon- 
ored citizen  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, was  for  many  years  actively  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  county,  but  is  now  able 
to  lay  aside  business  cares  and  spend  his  last  days 
in  ease  and  quiet,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
of  life,  which  have  been  secured  by  former  toil. 

Mr.  Burdick  was  born  in  Clifford  township, 
January  4,  1820,  a son  of  Elias  and  Sarah  (Bright- 
man)  Burdick,  who  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  but  came  to  Clifford  town- 
ship at  an  early  day  in  the  development  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  Here  the  father  cleared  and  im- 
proved a farm,  upon  which  he  and  his  wife  spent 
their  remaining  years,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Burdick  cemetery.  Our  subject  is  the  only 
survivor  of  their  children ; Luther  and  Caleb  both 
died  in  Clifford  township,  as  did  also  Elisha  B. ; 
Sarah  was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Cole ; Mary  married 
Philip  Burdick;  Julia  was  the  wife  of  Briah  Pal- 
mer; and  Abigail  was  the  wife  of  William  Main. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority  our  subject  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof,  and  then  began  life 
for  himself  upon  a farm  of  fifty  acres  given  him  by 
his  father.  There  lie  carried  on  operations  until 
1859,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  on  two  differ- 
ent farms  in  Clifford  township,  and  now  has  a 
valuable  place  of  seventy  acres,  which  he  has  placed 
under  excellent  cultivation.  It  is  now  operated  by 
his  grandson,  Eber  Burns,  while  he  lives  retired. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  independent,  voting  for 
the  men  whom  he  believes  best  qualified  for  office. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Lyon  Street  Freewill  Bap- 
tist Church  during  its  existence,  and  he  is  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

In  Clifford  township,  in  November,  1842,  Mr. 
Burdick  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amy  A. 
Reynolds,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children, 
namely:  Jared,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
Mortimer  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years; 
Emaline,  who  first  married  Homer  Hums,  and  after 
his  death  wedded  Eugene  Lyon,  now  deceased ; 
and  Frances  M.,  wife  of  E.  C.  Boutter,  a farmer 


of  Clifford  township.  Airs.  Burdick  was  born  in 
that  township,  March  7,  1820,  a daughter  of  Duty 
and  Sarah  Reynolds,  natives  of  Rhode  Island,  where 
their  marriage  was  celebrated.  On  first  coming  to 
this  State  they  located  in  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  but  spent  their  last  days  in  W ayne 
county.  By  occupation  the  father  was  a farmer. 
Their  children  were  Amy  A.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Anthony  E.,  who  is  living  retired  in  Wayne  county ; 
Maria,  deceased  wife  of  Solon  Benedict ; Abel,  who 
died  in  the  West;  Albert,  a retired  farmer  of  Her- 
rick township,  Susquehanna  county ; and  Solomon, 
who  is  living  retired  in  Wayne  county. 

BOYLE.  Since  early  in  the  present  century 
few  families  in  Susquehanna  county  have  been 
more  widely  known  throughout  this  section  of  the 
country,  and  exerted  a greater  influence  for  good 
upon  society,  than  that  of  the  late  Judge  John  Boyle, 
of  New  Milford,  who  was  the  father  of  Catholicism 
in  Susquehanna  county. 

Judge  John  Boyle  was  born  April  20,  1799,  in 
the  town  of  Ballybay,  County  Monaghan,  Ireland, 
where  he  received  a liberal  education.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  came  to  America,  landing  in  New 
York  in  September,  1818.  In  the  spring  of  1819 
he  located  in  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,-  taking  up  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  a por- 
tion of  which  is  now  an  important  part  of  the  vil- 
lage of  New  Milford,  and  cleared  up  and  improved 
this  farm.  Before  leaving  his  native  land  young* 
Boyle  had  learned  a trade,  and  as  the  years  passed 
he  followed  it,  in  connection  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  had  studied  surveying,  being  possessed 
of  a theoretical  knowledge  of  the  art,  and,  as  there 
arose  a necessity  for  its  practice  early  in  the  ’twen- 
ties, from  about  1825  for  many  years  he  did  much 
of  the  surveying  done  in  that  section  of  the  county. 
He  was  appointed  county  surveyor  in  1833,  serving 
until  1836,  and  from  1839  to  1847.  During  this 
long  period  Mr.  Boyle  surveyed  a large  portion  of 
the  lands  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  also  per- 
formed much  work  in  that  line  in  neighboring 
counties,  as  a surveyor  proving  accurate  and  just. 
In  his  political  views  he  was  a Democrat,  and  early 
allied  himself  with  that  party.  He  took  a promi- 
nent part  in  local  affairs,  and  among  other  town 
offices  he  held  for  many  years  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace.  From  1851  he  served  a term  of  five 
years  as  associate  judge,  sitting  on  the  bench  with 
the  late  Judge  Wilmot,  who  was  a member  of  Con- 
gress and  United  States  senator,  and  the  author  of 
the  Wilmot  Proviso.  Judge  Boyle  was  a man  of 
positive  convictions,  and,  having  once  intelligently 
weighed  a question  and  reached  a conclusion,  was 
tenacious  of  his  views.  He  filled  with  great  ability 
the  various  offices  to  which  he  was  elected  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  In  his  religious  views  he  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  led  an  exemplary  life.  To  him  belongs  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  Roman  Catholic  settler 
in  Susquehanna  county.  He  thus  became  the 
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sturdy  pioneer  of  the  faith  which  he  ever  manfully 
upheld  and  earnestly  championed.  His  amiable 
wife  became  a convert  to  the  creed,  and  they  reared 
their  children  in  its  tenets.  For  years  in  his  early 
life  in  New  Milford  Air.  Boyle,  in  order  to  avail 
himself  of  the  sacramental  privileges  of  the  Church, 
was  obliged  to  go  to  Philadelphia.  After  that  time, 
as  other  Catholics  settled  in  the  vicinity,  for  a 
period  of  more  than  forty  years,  Mass  was  cele- 
brated and  other  religious  services  held  at  Boyle's 
house.  Later  on  Judge  Boyle  deeded  laud  in  the 
borough  for  Church  purposes,  and  contributed  lib- 
erally to  the  erection  of  a Church  building  and  to- 
ward the  support  of  the  Church.  Judge  Boyle  was 
a man  of  a generous  heart,  ever  a friend  of  the 
poor  and  oppressed,  and  to  such  he  contributed  lib- 
erally of  his  means. 

In  1822  Judge  Boyle  was  married  to  Rachel, 
daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Lanah(Decker) McCarty, 
the  former  of  whom  came  to  New  Milford  in  1805 
and  purchased  the  hotel  and  farm  at  the  corners, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  and  keep  a public  house 
until  his  death,  in  1821.  Judge  Boyle  lived  to  be 
seventy-seven  years  of  age,  dying  in  1876.  His  life 
was  a busy  one,  and  a record  of  integrity  and  hon- 
orable dealing.  His  wife  died  in  1849,  aged  forty- 
three  years.  Their  children  were:  (1)  Timothy, 
born  in  1823,  was  liberally  educated,  and  became  a 
very  proficient  surveyor  and  ■ draughtsman.  He 
served  as  surveyor  of  Susquehanna  county  from 
1853  to  1856,  locating  at  Susquehanna  in  1853,  and 
there  followed  surveying  and  engaged  in  the  insur- 
ance business.  He  married  Miss  Amelia  Bachelder, 
of  New  Milford,  and  at  his  death,  in  1873,  left  two 
children. 

(2)  Francis  W.,  born  in  June,  1825,  learned 
the  trade  of  carriage  making.  Later  he  kept  die 
“Eagle  Hotel,"  at  New  Milford,  and  from  1853  to 
1861  served  as  postmaster.  From  1862  to  1865  he 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Susquehanna. 
He  was  appointed,  by  President  Johnson,  assistant 
Internal  Revenue  collector,  and  served  as  such  for 
two  and  one-half  years.  He  has  since  been  a resi- 
dent of  New  Alilford,  and  for  many  years  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace  there.  He  was  married  twice, 
and  has  had  nine  children,  his  first  wife  being  Aliss 
AI.  J.  Wilson,  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  who  died  in 
1861,  and  his  second  wife  Aliss  Alary  Canglev,  of 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

(3)  Benjamin  AT,  born  November  4,  1827, 
learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  On  reaching  his  ma- 
jority he  went  to  California,  was  there  married  to 
Miss  E.  AI.  Kennedy,  and  remained  ten  years.  He 
then  removed  to  Ottawa,  111.,  and  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  He  has  eight  children. 

(4)  Sophia  J.,  a lady  of  education  and  refine- 
ment, makes  her  home  with  her  brother.  Dr.  J.  J. 
Boyle,  of  Susquehanna. 

(5)  Ann  Eliza,  horn  in  1836,  was  educated 
with  her  sister  at  the  noted  seminary  of  Alisses 
White  and  Griffin  (sisters  of  Gerald  Griffin),  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  In  1861  she  entered  the  Con- 
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vent  of  the  Immaculate  Heart  of  Alary,  at  St.  Jo- 
seph's, and  was  known  in  religious  life  as  Sister 
Mary  Cephas.  .For  a time  she  was  superioress  at 
Pittston  and  at  Lebanon,  Penn.  She  died  in  1867. 

(5)  John  C.,  born  in  1838,  died  in  1849. 

(0)  Henry  K.,  born  in  1843,  at  the  age  °f 
nineteen  went  to  Ottawa,  111.,  and  there  studied 
law  under  the  direction  of  Bushnell  & Avery.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  rose  rapidly  to  high 
rank  in  the  profession.  He  married,  m 1873,  Aliss 
Linnie  Carton,  of  Ottawa,  and  at  his  death,  111  1874, 
left  a widow  and  one  son.  ‘‘Hon.  Henry  K.  Boyle 
was  one  of  the  most  talented  young  men  that  ever 
lived  in  Ottawa,  and  was  universally  esteemed  for 
his  sterling  qualities  of  head  and  heart.  His  mental 
and  legal  attainments  were  of  high  order,  and 
though  comparatively  a young  man,  only  thirty, 
he  occupied  a place  in  the  front  rank  with  the  ablest 
lawyers  in  the  State."  He  was  elected  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Ottawa  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  and  filled 
the  position  with  honor  until  the  time  of  his  early 
death. 

(7)  Julius  J.  Boyle,  AI.  D.,  for  upward  of 
twenty  years  has  been  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  Susquehanna  county,  located  at  Susquehanna.  He 
was  born  in  1846,  at  New  Alilford,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  attended  the  district  and  public  schools 
of  that  village,  furthering  his  studies  at  St.  Joseph's 
College,  St.  Joseph's,  Penn.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
(in  1864)  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under 
Dr.  D.  C.  Ainey,  of  New  Alilford,  and  continued 
his  studies  the  following  year  at  Ottawa,  111.,  under 
Dr.  R.  AI.  McArthur.  In  1866-67  he  attended  lec- 
tures in  Rush  Aledical  College,  Chicago,  111.,  and 
the  following  year  at  Buffalo  University,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  receiving  the  degree  of  AI.  D.  in  1869  from 
the  latter  institution.  After  his  graduation  he  lo- 
cated in  practice  at  Ottawa,  111.,  where  for  five 
years  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  his  professional 
duties,  during  part  of  that  time  serving  as  health 
officer  of  the  city.  His  health  failing,  he  went  to 
California  to  recuperate  in  the  mild  climate  of  that 
State,  remaining  two  years,  and  returned  to  Ottawa 
intending  to  there  resume  the  practice  of  medicine, 
but  finding  the  climate  not  suitable  to  his  constitu- 
tion he  decided  to  seek  the  pure  air  of  his  native 
hills  and  returned  to  Susquehanna  county,  locat- 
ing for  a time  at  New  Alilford,  Penn.  In  1877  he 
removed  to  Susquehanna,  and  has  ever  since  bee'n  in 
the  active  practice  of  medicine  at  that  point.  Dr. 
Boyle  has  inherited  some  of  the  characteristics 
which  so  distinguished  his  father.  He  is  a man  of 
culture  and  refinement,  has  taken  a high  rank  in 
the  profession,  enjoying  a large  practice,  and  is 
making  a success  in  his  calling.  He  is  a genial, 
courteous  gentleman,  with  a high  sense  of  honor, 
and  has  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  community 
at  large.  In  1885,  on  the  establishment  of  the  Aledi- 
cal Examining  Board  for  Pensions  in  Susquehanna 
county,  he  was  appointed  one  of  its  members,  and 
remained  as  secretary  of  the  board  during  three  ad- 
ministrations. In  October,  1872',  the  Doctor  married, 
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at  Ottawa,  111.,  Miss  Cecelia  Killelea,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  five  children,  one  of  whom,  Dr.  J. 
A.  Boyle,  graduated  in  1898  from  the  Medical  Uni- 
versity of  New  York,  and  is  distinguishing  himself 
in  his  father’s  profession. 

JOHN  TINKER  (deceased)  needs  no  special 
introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume,  for  no 
man  in  Susquehanna  county  was  more  prominently 
identified  with  its  business  and  agricultural  interests, 
or  took  a more  active  part  in  its  upbuilding  and  prog- 
ress. He  cheerfully  gave  his  support  to  those  en- 
terprises that  tend  to  public  development,  and  his 
name  was  a synonym  for  honorable  business  dealing. 

Mr.  Tinker  was  born  in  Falkirk,  Scotland,  May 
11,  1799,  a son  of  William  and  May  (Anderson) 
Tinker,  natives  of  the  same, place.  In  1817  the  par- 
ents brought  their  family  to  the  New  World  so  that 
their  three  sons  might  avoid  serving  in  the  British 
army.  After  spending  the  winter  in  New  York 
■City,  they  removed  to  Little  Britain,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  the  father  purchased  a loom  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth  and  stock- 
ings for  two  years,  his  sons  doing  the  work,  while 
he  lived  practically  retired  after  coming  to  this 
country.  After  two  years  spent  in  Little  Britain  he 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  purchased 
the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Robert 
Tinker,  it  still  being  known  as  the  old  William 
Tinker  farm.  His  first  purchase  consisted  of  103 
acres,  on  which  stood  a little  log  cabin,  but  only 
a small  tract  had  been  cleared.  To  the  work  of 
improvement  and  cultivation  the  family  have  since 
devoted  their  energies,  until  to-day  it  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  farms  in  Clifford  township.  The 
father  died  December  29,  1835,  aged  seventy-six 
years,  the  mother  May  27,  1852,  at  the  same  age, 
and  their  remains  were  interred  in  the  Tinker  ceme- 
tery. They  were  consistent  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church,  and  most  estimable 
people.  They  had  four  children : William,  born 
February  20,  1797,  married  Louise  Catlin,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Greenfield  township,  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  died  October  16,  1881  ; 
John,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth; 
James,  born  September  2,  1801,  married  Polly  M. 
Dunn,  and  was  a wealthy,  prominent  and  charitable 
farmer,  residing  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
died  June  3,  1884;  and  Fleming  died  in  Scotland 
at  an  early  age. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon 
his  father’s  farm,  and  he  was  provided  with  good 
educational  privileges,  attending  college  in  his  native 
land.  In  early  life  he  worked. in  his  father’s  stock- 
ing factory,  but  after  coming  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty his  time  was  devoted  mainly  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  speculating.  He  was  a large  land  owner 
in  Susquehanna  county,  and  was  a noted  speculator, 
stock  farmer  and  money  lender.  In  the  spring  of 
1830  he  removed  to  the  farm  in  Clifford  township 
which  has  since  been  the  homestead  of  the  family. 

While  doctoring  a cut  foot,  when  a young 


man,  the  physician  advised  Mr.  Tinker  to  be  near 
salt  water,  and  as  his  mother  had  some  business 
to  transact  in  Scotland  he  decided  to  try  an  ocean 
voyage.  He  remained  in  Scotland  one  year,  and 
while  there  met  his  future  wife.  At  Silverwood, 
Scotland,  he  was  married,  March  18,  1829,  to  Miss 
Agnes  Stevenson,  who  was  born  at  that  place,  in 
Ayrshire,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Agnes  (Tem- 
pleton) Stevenson,  farming  people,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  Scotland.  She  was  the  younger  in  a 
family  of  two  children,  the  other  being  Robert 
Stevenson.  By  a former  marriage,  with  Mary  Barr, 
the  father  had  eight  children,  namely : Thomas, 
Andrew,  Jean,  David,  John,  William,  Mary  and 
Janet.  The  mother  was  also  married  twice,  her  first 
husband  being  William  Steele,  by  whom  she  had 
one  son,  William  Steele,  Jr.,  who  became  a noted 
minister  in  Scotland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tinker  became 
the  parents  of  six  children : William,  a retired  farm- 
er of  Clifford  township,  was  born  February  20, 
1830,  and  married  Rebecca  Carr;  Agnes,  born  Janu- 
ary 24,  1832,  died  January  17,  1864,  unmarried; 
May,  born  August  1,  1835,  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead; John,  an  extensive  farmer  of  Clifford  town- 
ship, was  born  June  2,  1839,  and  married  Margaret 
Bruce;  Robert,  born  September  19,  1842,  wedded 
Mary  Tralles,  and  operates  the  old  homestead;  and 
Janet  S.  S.,  born  October  14,  1846,  lives  with  her 
sister  upon  the  home  farm.  They  have  displayed 
excellent  business  ability  in  the  management  of 
their  financial  affairs  since  their  father’s,  death,  each 
having  been  left  a fair  competence.  They  have 
an  elegant  home,  which  stands  about  an  eighth  of  a 
mile  back  from  the  road,  and  are  surrounded  with 
all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Mr.  Tinker  died  upon  his  farm,  September  29, 
1891,  and  his  wife  passed  away  October  31,  1873, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  the  Tinker  cemetery  upon  his  fa- 
ther’s farm.  They  were  earnest  and  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  and  were 
held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
their  acquaintance.  Mr.  Tinker  was  independent 
in  his  political  views,  and  was  a man  of  no  little 
prominence  and  influence  in  the  community  where 
he  so  long  made  his  home  and  where  he  was  highly 
respected. 

FITZ  H.  FORDHAM,  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired from  active  labor  in  Montrose,  Susquehanna 
county,  has  through  his  own  well-directed  efforts 
acquired  a comfortable  competence,  which  enables 
him  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares  and  spend  his  de- 
clining years  in  ease  and  quiet.  He  has  met  with 
reverses^  but  has  steadily  overcome  all  the  obstacles 
in  his  path  to  success,  and  he  is  to-day  a well-to-do 
and  substantial  citizen. 

Mr.  Fordham  was  born  in  Montrose,  April  18, 
1826,  a son  of  Abraham  and  Letitia  (Atkins)  Ford- 
ham. The  father  was  born  in  Southampton,  Long 
Island,  October  16,  1784,  the  mother  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  June  4,  1796,  and  they  were  married  in 
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New  York  City,  where  they  continued  to  make 
their  home  until  coining  to  Montrose,  in  1822.  The 
father  was  a sailor  and  fisherman,  and  later  fol- 
lowed the  cooper’s  trade.  He  was  taken  prisoner 
during-  the  war  of  1812.  In  early  life  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
but  in  later  years  he  joined  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  He  died  October  21,  1859,  and  she 
departed  this  life  December  29,  1864,  the  remains 
of  both  being  interred  in  Montrose  cemetery.  In 
the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the  following 
children:  Abraham,  Jr.,  born  June  13,  1815,  was 

starved  to  death  in  Andersonville  prison  during  the 
Civil  war;  William,  born  September  16, 1816, in  New 
York  City,  is  now  paralyzed,  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  daughter,  in  Tennessee;  John  R.,  born  in 
Montrose  December  6,  1821,  died  in  Scranton, 
Penn.;  Mary,  born  in  New  York,  May  31,  t8i8, 
died  in  that  city  when  quite  young ; Mary  Ann,  born 
in  Montrose,  February  25,  1823,  died  when  young; 
Jeremiah,  born  November  20,  1824,  died  in  Mont- 
rose; Fitz  H.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of 
birth ; Dewitt  C.,  born  October  2,  1827,  died  in 
Montrose;  Almira  E.,  born  March  27,  1829,  lives 
with  our  subject;  George,  born  March  28,  1831, 
died  in  Montrose;  James  A.,  born  September  1, 
1832,  is  a retired  painter  of  Pittston,  Penn.;  and 
Ann  E.,  born  February  24,  1835,  died  in  Montrose. 

During  his  youth  Fitz  H.  Fordham  worked 
for  his  father  at  the  cooper's  trade.  When  our  sub- 
ject attained  his  twenty-first  year  the  father  turned 
over  the  business  to  him  and  his  brother  Dewitt  C., 
but  as  the  work  proved  too  arduous  for  the  former 
he  retired  six  months  later,  and  the  brother  became 
sole  owner.  -Our  subject  then  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery and  eating-house  business  in  Montrose  until 
1857,  when  fire  destroyed  his  property,  which  was 
valued  at  $1,500,  and  only  insured  for  $500.  He 
then  went  to  Sycamore,  DeKalb  Co.,  111.,  at  which 
place  his  brother,  William,  was  a lawyer  and  mer- 
chant. When  the  brother  sold  out  his  business  there 
he  appointed  our  subject  foreman  of  a crew  of  sur- 
veyors in  DeKalb  county,  but  he  afterward  failed, 
losing  all  that  our  subject  possessed,  as  the  latter 
had  loaned  him  his  capital.  While  in  Sycamore, 
111.,  Mr.  Fordham  married  Miss  Melissa  Fairclo, 
a native  of  New  Jersey,  who  died  in  South  Haven, 
Mich.,  Februarv  1.  i860,  and  was  buried  in  Syca- 
more. To  them  were  born  twin  daughters,  of  whom 
Carrie  died  in  infancy ; Melissa,  born  in  South  Ha- 
ven, Mich.,  February  1,  i860,  is  now  the  wife  of 
FI.  FI.  Cole,  a druggist  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  they 
have  two  daughters — Almira  and  Margerie. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife.  Fir.  Fordham  re- 
turned to  Flontrose  with  his  little  daughter.  He 
was  appointed  inspector  of  the  Jermyn  coal  mines, 
for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co.,  and  held  that  po- 
sition for  six  months,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  in  Providence,  Lackawanna 
county,  for  two  years.  He  then  spent  a few  months 
in  Flontrose,  and  from  there  went  to  Franklin 
Forks,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  conducted  a 


general  store  for  fifteen  years  in  partnership  with 
his  brother,  Dewitt  C.,  subsequently  engaging  in 
the  cooper  business  in  Montrose,  and  in  loaning 
money.  After  the  death  of  his  brother,  May  4,  1896, 
he  was  appointed  executor  of  the  estate,  but  is  now 
living  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  former  toil. 
F hroughout  his  long  and  useful  career,  his  duties 
have  always  been  performed  with  the  greatest  care, 
and  his  life  has  been  such  as  to  win  for  him  the 
confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  been  brought  in  contact.  In  his  political  affil- 
iations he  is  a Republican. 

Y\  TLLIAM  E.  BORTREE  (deceased!  was 
one  of  the  leading  and  representative  lumbermen 
and  farmers  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  as 
well  as  one  of  its  highly-respected  and  honored 
citizens.  He  was  born  in  America,  April  3,  1823, 
a son  of  Edward  and  Eliza  (Gilpin)  Bqrtree,  both 
natives  of  Ireland,  the  former  born  in  County  Ty- 
rone, the  latter  in  County  Armagh  ; Their  children 
were  Philena,  who  died  unmarried;  Robert  J.,  de- 
ceased, who  was  a farmer  of  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county;  Richard,  deceased,  who  was  also  a 
farmer  of  that  township ; Richard,  who  died  in  boy- 
hood; William  E.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Joseph, 
who  died  in  Sterling  township ; Abraham,  who  died 
in  the  same  township,  when  a young  man ; and 
Mary  G.,  wife  of  Jabez  Simons,  of  Greene  township. 
Pike  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Fir.  Bortree  grew  to  manhood  in  Sterling  town- 
ship, Wjavne  county,  and  throughout  his  active 
business  life  followed  farming  and  lumbering  there. 
He  was  an  upright,  honorable  business  man,  one 
who  commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  was  often  called  upon  to  serve  in 
local  official  positions.  Fir.  Bortree  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Fliss  Hannah  Clements, 
who  was  born  April  12,  1827,  and  died  in  Sterling 
township,  in  1855,  leaving  one  son,  Edward,  who 
was  born  Flarch  30,  1852,  and  died  in  1885.  At 
Hamlinton,  Wayne  county,  he  was  married,  De- 
cember 18,  1856,  by  Rev.  Edward  Flendenhall,  an 
Episcopal  clergyman,  to  Fliss  Lydia  Ann  Clements, 
a sister  of  his  first  wife. 

John  Clements,  Firs.  Bortree's  father,  was  born 
September  25,  1762,  in  County  Tyrone,  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  and  left  the  Cove  of  Cork  Sep- 
tember 8,  1798,  landing  in  New  York  on  the  13th 
of  the  following  November.  On  Flarch  4,  1804, 
he  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  consisting  of  434  acres,  upon 
which  he  continued  to  make  his  home  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  first  wedded  Flary 
FIcGill,  by  whom  he  had  two  daughters,  both  now 
deceased,  namely:  Mary,  born  October  to,  1801, 

who  married  Simon  Lee,  of  Sterling  township : and 
Elizabeth,  born  July  7,  1805,  who  married  Jeremiah 
Bennett,  of  South  Sterling. 

In  Philadelphia,  Fir.  Clements  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Fliss  Flarv  Ann 
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McKean,  who  was  born  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland, 
and  when  a child  of  nine  years  started  for  Amer- 
ica with  her  parents,  who  died  of  yellow  fever  dur- 
ing the  voyage  and  were  buried  at  sea.  Children 
were  born  to  this  union  as  follows:  William,  born 
July  4,  1 8 1 1 , was  a blacksmith  of  Stroudsburg, 
Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased;  Hiram,  born  July  17, 
1813,  a blacksmith  of  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county, 
died  in  1856;  John  Perry,  born  November  27,  1815, 
was  a lumberman  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and  died  April 
14,  1880;  Allen,  born  September  8,  1817,  died  in 
Sterling  township,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; 
Sarah  N.,  born.  April  18,  1820,  is  now  the  widow  of 
Christopher  Miller,  and  lives  in  Greene  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn. ; Charles  Franklin,  born  February 
28,  1822,  died  in  Sterling  township ; Ellen,  born  No- 
vember 24,  1823,  is  the  deceased  wife  of  France 
Rhobacker,  of  South  Sterling;  Thomas,  born  July 
24,  1825,  a blacksmith,  died  in  Lockport,  N.  Y. ; 
Hannah,  born  April  12,  1827,  was  the  first  wife  of 
William  E.  Bortree ; and  Lydia  Ann,  born  May  18, 
1829,  is  now  the  widow  of  William  E.  Bortree.  The 
father  of  these  children  died  July  17,  1831,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  April  14,  1872. 

The  only  child  of  William  E.  arid  Lydia  A. 
(Clements)  Bortree  is  Fannie,  born  October  14, 
1867.  She  was  married,  April  24,  1889,  to  B.  F. 
Simons,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Polly  (McKean) 
Simons,  of  Greene  township.  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : 
Bertha  L.,  February  2,  1890;  Ada  M.,  Mav  18, 
1891;  William  E.,  November  27,  1894;  and  Lloyd 
B.,  November  14,  1897.  For  several  years  Mr. 
Simons  has  been  a prominent  lumberman  and  farm- 
er of  Wayne  county,  and  now  owns  and  successfully 
operates  a sawmill  on  Paupack  creek. 

OBADIAH  HORNBECIv,  who  passed  away 
September  1,  1892,  was  in  his  lifetime  one  of  the 
prominent,  thrifty,  progressive  farmers  of  Lehman 
township,  Pike  county,  conducting  the  farm  on 
which  his  widow  and  family  now  reside.  He  was 
a member  of  a family  well-known  in  this  section 
for  their  industry  and  business  ability,  and  his  fa- 
ther, Jacob  Hornbeck,  was  in  his  dav  a prominent 
figure  in  the  public  and  commercial  life  of  Lehman 
and  Delaware  townships. 

Jacob  Hornbeck  was  born  April  13,  1808,  in 
Lehman  township,  son  of  Everett  and  Jane  (Van 
Auken)  Hornbeek,  as  the  name  was  originally 
spelled.  The  change  to  the  present  spelling  was 
made  by  Jacob  Hornbeck.  On  May  6,  1838,  the 
latter  married  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Hetzel,  who  was 
born  February  2,  1820,  in  Delaware  township,  and 
they  reared  a large  family  of  children,  of  whom  we 
have  the  following  record : Obadiah,  born  March 
18,  1839,  is  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines. 
Everett,  born  September  29,  1840,  was  married 
December  13,  i860,  to  Susan  Westbrook;  he  is  now 
holding  a position  in  the  Government  mint  at  Phila- 
delphia. Myron,  born  July  10,  1843,  is  married, 


and  resides  in  Clarion  county,  Penn.  Marsena, 
born  May  4,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Westbrook,, 
a farmer  of  Lehman  township.  Martha,  born  Julv 
14,  1848,  lives  in  Dingman’s  Ferry;  she  is  unmar- 
ried. Jacob  was  born  July  21,  1851.  John  G.,  born 
April  21,  1854,  died  February  23,  1856.  Isaiah, 
born  October  11,  1857,  is  a farmer  in  Delaware 
township ; he  married  Emma  Stoll.  William  B., 
born  January  8,  1861,  is  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Delaware  township. 

During  his  earlier  business  career  Mr.  Horn- 
beck conducted  a mercantile  business  on  the  place 
now  occupied  by  his  son  William,  but  he  also  en- 
gaged extensively  in  general  farming,  following 
that  vocation  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
active  in  the  public  life  of  the  locality,  as  well  as  in 
business  circles,  and  he  held  a number  of  township 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  the  able  manner 
which  characterized  all  his  undertakings ; he  also 
served  as  commissioner  of  Pike  countv.  His  politi- 
cal preferences  were  with  the  Democratic  party.  In 
1870  Mr.  Hornbeck  purchased  the  farm  in  Delaware 
township  now  owned  by  his  sons  William  and 
Isaiah,  from  Solomon  H.  Dingman,  and  William 
has  in  his  possession  the  documents  relating  to  the 
transfer  of  the  property  from  John  Decker  to  Solo- 
mon Dingman  in  the  year  1750.  Jacob  Hornbeck 
ended  his  days  on  this  place,  November  25,  1881, 
his  wife  October  11,  1865,  and  both  are  buried  in 
the  Delaware  cemetery.  In  religious  connection 
he  was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Obadiah  Hornbeck  was  born  March  18,  1839, 
in  Lehman  township,  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  place,  and  remained  with  his  parents,  as- 
sisting his  father,  until  March,  1862,  when  he  and 
his  young  wife  took  up  their  residence  on  the  farm 
which  was  his  home  until  his  death,  on  September 
1,  1892.  It  is  a valuable  tract  of  river-bottom  land, 
well  kept  up  and  under  a good  state  of  cultivation, 
and  Mr.  Hornbeck  ranked  among  the  up-to-date,  in- 
telligent farmers  of  his  section,  keeping  up  the 
family  reputation  for  thrift  and  progress  in  his  vo- 
cation. By  careful  and  economical  management  he 
succeeded  in  deriving  a good  income  from  his  land,, 
and  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  valuable  citizens 
of  the  township  in  more  respects  than  one,  taking 
a public-spirited  interest  in  all  that  concerned  the 
general  welfare,  hie  was  not  an  office-seeker,  but 
he  was  honored  with  election  to  various  positions 
of  trust  in  his  township,  and  he  served  in  such  in- 
cumbencies as  school  director,  road  master,  poor 
master,  etc.,  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  all.  Mr.  Hornbeck’s  remains  rest  in  the  Dela- 
ware cemeterv. 

On  December  18,  1861,  Mr.  Hornbeck  was 
married,  in  Delaware  township,  to  Miss  Sarah  Jane 
Westbrook,  who  was  born  in  that  township  Febru- 
ary 20,  1840,  daughter  of  Jacob  B.  Westbrook,  and 
seven  children  blessed  their  union,  viz. : Daniel  H. 
in  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Milford,  Penn. ; he 
married  Alice  Whittaker.  Carrie  L.  is  a graduate 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  and  is 
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also  following  the  teacher's  profession.  Eliza  J. 
is  the  wife  of  Harry  L.  Briscoe,  a stone  mason,  and 
resides  at  Dingmans.  John  W.,  unmarried,  is  a 
stone  mason  at  Milford.  Jacob  was  accidentally 
killed  in  1890,  being  shot  February  19,  while  fox 
hunting,  and  dying  the  next  day.  Harry  lives  at 
home.  Nina  died  May  24,  1885.  The  children  are  all 
typical  representatives  of  the  Hornbeck  family,  per- 
severing, intelligent  and  ambitious,  and  they  bid  fair 
to  take  their  place  among  the  most  useful  and  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  their  day,  wherever  their  lot 
may  be  cast. 

JOHN  J.  SMITH,  a venerable  and  highly- 
esteemed  citizen  of  New  Milford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  for  many  years  previous  to  his 
retirement  successfully  engaged  in  agriculture,  and 
his  fine  homestead  near  New  Milford  village  gives 
evidence  of  his  thrift  and  industry. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  October  23,  1822,  in 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  ancestors  settled 
at  an  early  day,  his  grandfather,  John  Smith,  hav- 
ing been  a resident  of  Poughkeepsie.  John  Smith, 
our  subject's  father,  was  born  and  reared  in  Pough- 
keepsie, and  his  death  occurred  in  Fishkill,  N.  Y., 
in  1825,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-seven.  He 
married  Miss  Helen  Bice,  daughter  of  John  Bice, 
a stone  mason  in  Poughkeepsie,  and  she  survived 
him  with  three  children : Catherine  died  at  the  age 
of  seventeen;  John  J.  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low; Benjamin  died  in  Matteawan,  N.  Y.,  in  1875. 
The  mother  removed  to  Susquehanna  county,  in 
1849,  locating  in  Harford  township,  where  she  died 
in  1873,  aged  seventy-five  years.  She  married  for 
her  second  husband,  Hibbard  Mead,  and  by  this 
marriage  had  two  children : Henry,  a machinist  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Sarah,  wife  of  Theodore 
Fuller,  a farmer  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna 
countv.  Mr.  Mead  had  five  children  by  his  first 
marriage,  to  a lady  named  Dickson ; James,  who 
died  in  California:  Peggy  Ann,  who  died  in  Mattea- 
wan, N.  Y. ; William,  a retired  resident  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; Joseph,  deceased;  and  Mancly. 

Our  subject  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in 
1854,  and  settled  upon  a farm  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, but  for  many  years  much  of  his  time  in  winter 
was  spent  in  working  at  the  molder’s  trade,  in 
Montrose.  He  also  worked  in  Scranton,  New  Mil- 
ford, Harford,  Cold  Spring,  and  other  places,  sup- 
plementing the  income  from  his  farm,  and  accumu- 
lating a comfortable  competence  for  old  age.  He 
is  a leading  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
New  Milford,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged,  and 
in  earlier  vears  was  active  at  times  in  local  affairs 
as  a member  of  the  Republican  party,  serving  one 
term  as  school  director.  In  the  spring  of  1844  he 
was  married,  at  Matteawan,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Betsey 
Odell,  who  was  born  September  11,  1826,  in  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y.  She  died  November  9-  1896,  aged 
seventy  vears,  and  her  remains  rest  in  the  ceme- 
terv  at  New  Milford.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
them,  viz. : Catherine,  deceased,  who  married 


Henry  Simmons;  Benjamin,  a butcher  in  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Albert,  a painter  and  molder  at  Mont- 
rose ; Charles,  who  manages  the  homestead ; 
Martha,  deceased ; Henry,  a barber  at  Montrose ; 
and  Fred,  a shoemaker  in  Harford. 

Charles  Smith  was  born  March  13,  1854,  in 
Montrose,  and  has  resided  at  the  present  homestead 
during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life,  although  for 
one  year  he  was  employed  in  a tannery  at  New  Mil- 
ford. As  his  father's  health  has  failed  with  ad- 
vancing years  he  has  taken  charge  of  the  farm, 
which  he  manages  with  marked  success.  In  politics 
he  is  a strong  Republican,  but  he  is  not  an  aspirant 
for  official  honors.  On  September  24,  1878,  he 
was  married,  at  Jackson,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Wellman,  and  the  following  children  have  blessed 
the  union:  Clarence,  Florence,  Walter,  Raymond, 
Maud,  Harley,  Harry,  Hellen,  Paul,  and  Mildred. 
Airs.  Jennie  (Wellman)  Smith  was  born  October 
5,  1864,  in  New  Milford  township,  daughter  of 
Theron  Wellman,  and  granddaughter  of  Berry  and 
Dorcas  Wellman.  Theron  Wellman  was  a native 
of  Susquehanna  county,  and  followed  farming  in 
New  Milford  township  for  many  years,  his  death 
occurring  February  2,  1887,  when  he  was  aged 
fifty-four.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  two 
years  in  the  51st  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Stone,  but 
the  hardships  of  army  life  undermined  his  health, 
and  he  was  discharged  for  disability.  He  married 
Miss  Alice  Bunting,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, December  19,  1842,  and  now  resides  in  Milford. 
Her  grandparents,  John  and  Mary  (Bunting) 
Bunting,  were  pioneer  settlers  in  Wayne  county, 
and  her  parents,  Daniel  and  Elvira  (McMillen) 
Bunting,  were  lifelong  residents  there.  Mrs.  Smith 
is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  four  children,  the  others 
being:  Lizzie  I.,  wife  of  Martin  Hayden,  a mer- 
chant at  Montrose : Miss  Clementine,  who  resides 
in  Hallstead ; and  Edgar,  who  died  in  childhood. 

DAVID  OLMSTEAD  is  a retired  farmer, 
living  upon  the  farm  in  Jessup  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  his  birth  occurred  Tune  9, 
1829.  It  has  often  been  remarked  that  those  lives 
that  are  most  successful  are  often  the  least  event- 
ful. and  this  seems  to  be  the  case  with  our  subject, 
whose  life  has  been  one  of  usefulness  and  helpful- 
ness to  others,  tnough  lacking  in  dramatic  action. 
From  those  around  him  we  learn,  however,  of  his 
strict  integritv,  of  his  faithfulness  and  trustworthi- 
ness in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  of  his  possession 
of  those  qualities  that  constitute  a good  man  and 
true  citizen. 

Asa  Olmstead,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Litchfield  county.  Conn.,  and  was  a son  of  David 
and  Sarah  (Waller)  Olmstead,  also  natives  of  that 
State,  who  removed  to  Bradford  county,  Penn., 
when  he  was  a young  man  of  nineteen  years,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  engaged  in 
farming.  Religiously  they  were  Episcopalians.  The 
grandfather  died  in  November,  1829,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  His  children  were  Asa,  Adolphus, 
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Louis,  Mary,  Sarah,  Amerillas,  Esther  and  Cath- 
erine. In  Bradford  county  Asa  Olmstead  married 
Miss  Rhoda  Brown,  a native  of  the  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Mary  (Hancock)  Brown, 
who  were  also  born  in  Bradford  county.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
by  occupation  the  grandfather  was  a farmer.  He 
died  in  his  native  county,  his  wife  nassing  away 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Olmstead,  in 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1839,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  They  had  only  two  children : Nancy,  wife  of 
John  Mintz ; and  Rhoda,  mother  of  our  subject. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olmstead 
continued  to  reside  in  Bradford  county  until  about 
1820,  when  with  their  family,  then  consisting  of  two 
children,  they  removed  to  Susquehanna  county,  lo- 
cating upon  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. The  father  was  a farmer  and  stone  mason 
by  occupation,  and  was  a man  of  orominence  in  the 
communities  where  he  made  his  home.  He  died 
in  March,  1867,  aged  eighty-six  years  and  ten 
months,  his  wife  in  1858,  aged  seventy-nine,  and 
both  were  buried  in  Fairdale  cemetery.  They  were 
faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
its  work.  In  their  family  were  four  children,  name- 
ly : Waller,  who  married  Maria  Downer,  both  now 
deceased ; Susan,  who  died  unmarried ; Bibbins, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  David,  our  subject. 

David  Olmstead  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
old  homestead  in  Jessup  township,  acquiring  an  ex- 
cellent knowledge  of  farm  work  under  the  able 
direction  of  his  father.  He  was  married,  in  that 
township,  November  12,  1854,  to  Miss  Catherine 
V.  Fullerton,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  William  Waller,  an  agricultur- 
ist of  Jessup  township,  married  Evaline  McKeeby ; 
Eva  M.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  G.  M.  Harrison,  of 
Auburn  Center,  Susquehanna  county ; Bertie  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years ; George  M.,  also  a farmer 
of  Jessup  township,  married  Caroline  E.  Strange ; 
and  Asa  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Olmstead,  who  was  a 
most  estimable  lady,  was  a native  of  Orange  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  died  January  28,  1892,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years,  six  months  and  seventeen  days,  be- 
ing laid  to  rest  in  Fairdale  cemetery.  Her  parents, 
and  Effie  (Writer)  Fullerton,  were  also  na- 
tives of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father’s 
death  occurred,  the  mother  dying  in  Jessup  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Olmstead  brought  his  bride  to  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  still  continues  to  reside,  and 
throughout  his  active  business  life  he  was  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  been  quite  promin- 
ently identified  with  public  affairs  in  his  township, 
and  has  served  as  school  director  three  years,  asses- 
sor one  year,  and  township  treasurer  two  years.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a Republican,  but  is  now  a 
Prohibitionist.  He  is  an  active  and  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he 
has  served  as  class-leader  and  trustee  for  many 
years,  and  has  also  filled  the  office  of  steward. 


HON.  LEWIS  M.  BURSON. 

He  is  not  dead.  He  has  but  passed 

Beyond  the  mists  that  bind  us  here 

Into  the  new  and  larger  life 

Of  a serener  sphere. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a highly-respected 
citizen  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  passed  from 
earth  October  21,  1892,  his  demise  bringing  sincere 
grief  to  a large  circle  of  friends,  whose  esteem  he 
had  won  by  his  sterling  qualities  of  character.  Mr. 
Burson  was  born  July  28,  1822,  in  what  is  now 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  then  a part  of 
Northampton  county,  where  his  parents,  Isaac  and 
Deborah  (Stroud)  Burson,  were  prominent  resi- 
dents. After  receiving  an  academic  education  in 
the  schools  of  that  locality  he  studied  law  with 
John  D.  Morris,  of  Stroudsburg,  in  September,  1843, 
was  admitted  to  practice,  and  had  entered  upon  his 
professional  work  when  an  attack  of  the  “gold 
fever”  led  him  to  abandon  his  business  temporarily, 
and  go  West  to  seek  his  fortune.  In  June,  1849,  he 
sailed  from  New  York  for  San  Francisco,  via  Cape 
Horn,  and  on  December  20,  of  the  same  year, 
reached  his  destination.  During  the  first  sixteen 
years  of  his  stay  in  the  West  he  resided  in  Hum- 
boldt county)  Cal.,  where  he  became  prominent  in 
public  affairs,  serving  several  terms  as  district  at- 
torney, and  one  term,  in  i860,  as  representative  in 
the  State  Legislature.  In  1866  he  went  to  Helena, 
Mont.,  but  two  years  later  he  returned  to  California. 
In  the  fall  of  1870  he  came  back  to  this  section,  and 
made  his  permanent  home  at  Stroudsburg.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  religion  he  inclined 
to  the  Quaker  faith,  to  which  his  ancestors  for  sev- 
eral generations  had  adhered. 

On  February  17,  1875,  Mr.  Burson  married 
Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Dilley,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 4,  1845,  in  Lebanon,  Hunterdon  Co.,  N. 
J.,  and  died  June  9,  1899.  She  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  town.  On  the  paternal  side 
she  was  of  Holland-Dutch  descent,  her  ancestors 
settling  in  New  Jersey  at  an  early  day.  Tunis 
Dilley,  her  grandfather,  was  a native  of  White- 
house,  N.  J.,  and  there  for  many  years  followed 
carpentering,  but  as  he  lived  to  an  advanced  age  his 
later  years  were  spent  in  retirement.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Johnson,  whose  ancestors  came 
from  England  in  early  Colonial  times,  settling  in 
New  Jersey,  and  the  following  children  were  born 
of  this  union:  John,  deceased;  Catherine,  who  mar- 
ried Edward  Lantz,  of  New  Jersey;  Eliza,  who 
married  John  Henry,  of  Mechanicsville,  N.  J. ; Re- 
becca, who  married  John  Dailey,  of  Readington,  N. 
J. ; and  Henry. 

Henry  Dilley,  Mrs.  Burson’s  father,  was  born 
April  1,  1815,  at  Whitehouse  Station,  N.  J.,  and 
throughout  his  active  business  career  he  conducted 
a shoe  store  at  Lebanon,  N.  J.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  previous  to  the  Civil  war  he  served 
eight  years  as  postmaster  at  Lebanon.  He  was  also 
active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Dutch 
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Reformed  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged. 
On  March  n,  1841,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  S. 
Harris,  who  was  born  April  7,  1818,  and  died  April 
5,  1853,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Bur- 
son.  On  April  10,  1855,  Mr.  Dilley  formed  a sec- 
ond matrimonial  union,  this  time  with  Miss  Phoebe 
S.  Guest,  who  was  born  June  22,  1815,  and  died 
July  21,  1893,  leaving  no  children. 

CHARLES  BRADY  BOLLES,  a worthy  and 
honored  citizen  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  now  living  retired,  is  very  fortunate  in  hav- 
ing back  of  him  a long  line  of  distinguished  an- 
cestry. 

The  founder  of  the  family  in  America  was 
Joseph  Bolles,  a native  of  England,  who  was  born 
in  1608  and  died  in  1678.  The  date  of  his  arrival  and 
place  of  landing  is  not  definitely  known,  but  in  1640 
he  was  engaged  in  trade  at  Winter  Harbor,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Saco  river,  Province  of  Maine, 
and  the  records  of  the  General  Court  of  Maine, 
that  year,  contain  the  passage:  "Joseph  Bolles  hath 
presented  to  the  grand  inquest  Thomas  Heard,  for 
being  drunk."  His  descendants  in  direct  line  down 
to  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  were  Thomas, 
1644-1727;  John,  1677-1767;  Thomas,  1704-1795; 
and  Amos,  1739-1814.  The  last  named  was  the 
seventh  child  in  the  family  of  Thomas  Bolles.  He 
was  born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  May  15,  1739, 
and  was  twice  married,  first,  in  1763,  to  Abigail 
Smith,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  and,  second, 
to  Anna  Gardner,  by  whom  he  had  six.  He  died  in 
1814.  His  children  were  Robinson,  Amy,  Amos, 
Abel,  Daniel,  Abigail,  Anna,  Sarah  and  Elizabeth. 

Robinson  Bolles,  the  eldest  of  this  family,  and 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New 
London,  Conn.,  January  25,  1766,  and  was  married, 
November  26,  1780.  to  Hannah  Stoddard.  In  1810 
he  removed  to  Fairdale,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  January 
28,  1842.  In  his  family  were  twelve  children,  name- 
ly: Hannah,  who  died  young;  Simeon  A.,  father  of 
our  subject;  Maria,  wife  of  John  C.  Stevens;  Abel; 
Nelson;  Elkanah ; Hannah,  wife  of  Daniel  Pickett; 
John;  James;  Lyman;  Nancy,  wife  of  Silas  Bald- 
win ; and  Prudence,  wife  of  Almon  Pickett.  In 
early  life  the  grandfather  was  a sailor,  but  he  was 
a tanner,  currier  and  shoemaker  by  occupation,  and 
in  later  life  operated  a tannery  in  Jessup  township. 
He  was  quite  a prominent  man  in  the  community  in 
which  he  lived. 

Simeon  A.  Bolles,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  October  13,  1792,  and 
became  one  of  the  prosperous  and  highly-esteemed 
agriculturists  of  Fairdale,  Penn.,  where  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  was  passed.  On  July  27,  1823,  he 
married  Miss  Ruth  Dewers,  who  was  born  in 
Kingsbury,  N.  Y.,  October  2,  1801,  and  died  May  2, 
1844.  Her  father,  David  Dewers,  was  born  in  Dart- 
mouth, Conn.,  November  10,  1776,  and  died  in 
Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1850.  On  January  10,  1799,  niar~ 


ried  Mary  Cbilds  Brady,  who  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  February  19,  1780,  and  died  in  Jessup  town- 
ship, May  5,  1848,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred at  Bircbardville,  Susquehanna  county.  Mrs. 
Bolles  was  the  eldest  of  their  children,  the  others 
being  as  follows : Hiram,  born  October  20,  1804, 
died  in  Jessup  township;  Henry,  born  March  10, 
1807,  is  deceased;  Thomas  M.  N.,  born  October  27, 
1810,  died  November  23,  1810;  Mary  C.,  born  Janu- 
ary 7,  1812,  died  December  11,  1840;  Patience  C., 
born  April  14,  1813,  died  in  Jessup  township,  Oc- 
tober 2,  1857;  Ezra  S.,  born  December  22,  1816, 
died  May  19,  1841  ; and  Frederick  W.,  born  July 
4,  1819,  died  in  Jessup  township,  March  22,  1847. 

In  July,  1847,  Simeon  A.  Bolles  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Cynthia  Lung, 
but  no  children  were  born  to  them.  Our  subject 
is  the  eldest  of  the  children  by  the  first  marriage ; 
Nelson,  born  October  23,  1825,  married  Comfort  C. 
Sherman,  and  died  February  3,  1877;  Amos,  born 
December  26,  1828,  died  May  14,  1883 ; Anson, 
born  February  2,  1831,  (first)  married  Emma 
Nash,  (second)  Eliza  Marshall,  and  died  September 
6,  1888;  Henry,  born  June  7,  1833,  died  in  infancy; 
Robinson,  born  July  2,  1834,  married  Lucy  Camp, 
and  lives  on  the  old  homestead ; and  Hannah,  born 
March  3,  1840,  died  in  childhood. 

Charles  B.  Bolles  was  born  in  Jessup  township 
May  1 7,  1824,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage,  acquiring  a good  practical  knowledge 
of  farm  work  and  a fair  common-school  education. 
In  his  native  township  he  was  married,  April  6, 
1847,  t0  Miss  Adelia  Chatfield,  a daughter  of  Abel 
and  Sophrona  Chatfield,  natives  of  Charlotte  coun- 
ty, Vt.  She  was  born  in  Jessup  township  in  1827, 
and  died  January  31,  1891,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Bolles  cemetery,  that  township.  To  this  union  four 
children  were  born:  Ruth  S.,  born  June  12,  1848, 
is  at  home;  Mary  J.,  born  Mav  12,  1850,  is  the  wife 
of  Ackley  Tyler,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county;  Emma  A.,  born  November 
27,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  John  Hutchinson,  a farmer 
of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; and  Franklin  F.,  born 
December  11,  1855,  is  at  home.  The  daughters 
have  been  successful  school  teachers,  and  Miss  Ruth 
is  acceptably  filling  the  position  of  director  and  sec- 
retary of  the  Woman’s  Branch  of  the  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Societies  of  the  Baptist  denom- 
ination in  Susquehanna  and  Bradford  counties. 
Franklin  F.  Bolles  is  serving  his  third  term  in  the 
most  responsible  office  of  the  township,  being  the 
unanimous  choice  of  the  people,  irrespective  of 
party. 

"For  several  months  after  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bolles  lived  with  her  parents,  while  the 
present  residence  of  the  family  was  being  erected, 
and  on  its  completion  took  up  their  abode  there. 
Throughout  his  active  business  life  our  subject  was 
engaged  in  farming,  meeting  with  such  excellent 
success  that  he  is  now  enabled  to  lay  aside  all  busi- 
ness cares  and  spend  his  declining  years  in  ease 
and  quiet,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  many 
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of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  religiously  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  deacon  for  the  past  thirty  years.  Upright 
and  honorable  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  has 
gained  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
him. 

MARTIN  J.  VAN  HORN  is  a well-known 
merchant  and  prominent  business  man  of  Herrick 
Centre,  Susquehanna  county,  who  has  prospered  in 
his  undertaking's  and  become  a leader  in  business 
circles.  Success  in  any  walk  of  life  is  an  indication 
of  earnest  endeavor  and  persevering  effort,  char- 
acteristics that  our.  subject  possesses  in  an  eminent 
degree. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N. 
J.,  April  25,  1831,  a son  of  George  and  Rhoda 
(Martin)  Van  Horn,  also  natives  of  that  State. 
The  latter  was  born  in  Hackettstown,  where  their 
marriage  was  celebrated,  and  in  New  Jersey  they 
continued  to  make  their  home  until  1847,  when  they 
removed  to  Thompson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  the  mother  died  in  1849,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
one  years.  In  1879  the  father  went  to  Liberty ville, 
111.-,  where  he  departed  this  life  in  1883,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four  years.  He  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  In  the  family  were  eight  children, 
namely:  Phoebe  A.,  who  died  young;  Martin  J.,  our 
subject;  Lydia  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Abraham 
Kimber ; John,  deceased;  Simon,  who  died  of  fever 
while  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war ; Hampton,  a farm- 
er, of  Lanesboro,  Penn.;  Mahala,  widow  of  Nelson 
King,  and  a resident  of  Thompson ; and  Catherine, 
Mrs.  Hale,  of  Illinois.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandfather,  Simon  Van  Horn,  was  a native  of 
Holland,  and  assisted  the  Colonies  in  achieving  their 
independence  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  owned  sixty  acres  of  land  where  is  now  Wall 
street,  New  York  City,  which  he  leased  for  ninety- 
nine  years  before  going  to  the  war,  and  on  his  re- 
turn from  the  conflict  he  settled  in  the  upper  part 
of  New  Jersey,  in  what  was  then  very  low  land. 

Martin  J.  Van  Horn  made  his  home  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  married,  at  Thompson,  in  1851, 
to  Miss  Harriet  Cleveland,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children:  George  R.,  an  artist  of  Scranton,  Penn.; 
and  Emma  M.,  wife  of  Israel  Bliss,  a railroad  en- 
gineer of  Waverly,  N.  Y-  Mr.  Van  Horn  was  again 
married,  at  Scranton,  in  1879,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Baker,  a native  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  Erastus 
and  Harriet  (Mumford)  Baker,  the  former  a native 
of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Penn.  By  trade  the  father  was  a wool-carder 
and  cloth-dresser,  and  he  operated  a factory  on 
Lackawaxen  creek,  near  Pleasant  Mount,  where  he 
died  in  May,  1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 
The  mother  died  in  Honesdale,  Penn.,  in  1888,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two,  and  both  were  buried  in  the 
Mumford  burying-ground,  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 


ship, Wayne  county.  Their  children  were  Harriet 
E.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Capt.  Charles  E.,  a resi- 
dent of  Honesdale;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Henry  M.,  a resident  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Le  Roy 
E.,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  of  Harrisburg,  Penn.; 
Clarence  I.,  a tinsmith  of  Herrick  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county;  Jane  M.,  wife  of  Norman  Shaf- 
fer, manager  for  a gas  company  at  Welland,  On- 
tario, Canada;  and  Frederick  It.,  who  is  with  an 
oil  company  in  Ohio. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Van  Horn  engaged 
in  wagon-making  in  Brooklyn  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  for  three  years,  and  later  engaged  in 
business  for  himself  along  the  same  line  at  Herrick 
Centre,  Montrose  and  New  Milford,  Penn. ; Port 
Jervis  and  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Nashville, 
Tenn.  In  1863  he  enlisted  at  Owego,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
137th  N.  Y.  V.  I,,  under  Capt.  Redfield,  and  went 
with  his  command  to  Atlanta,  Ga.  Being  taken  ill 
he  was  sent  to  Foundry  Hospital,  Louisville,  Ivy., 
where  he  remained  two  weeks,  and  was  then  sent 
home.  It  was  his  desire  to  attend  the  grand  re- 
view at  Washington,  D.  C.,  but  sickness  prevented 
him,  and  for  several  years  after  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  in  poor  health,  as  the  effect  of  his  ser- 
vices in  the  army.  Since  1864  he  has  made  his 
home  in  Herrick  Centre,  where  he  carried  on  wag- 
on-making until  1879,  and  has  since  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  Mercantile  business.  He  owns  two 
good  farms,  which  came  into  his  possession  in 
1897,  and  also  has  money  out  at  interest.  In  busi- 
ness affairs  he  is  painstaking,  energetic  and  reliable, 
and  commands  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  any  dealings.  He  is  a stanch  support- 
er of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  served  as  judge 
of  election. 

JAMES  M.  BENSLEY,  commissioner  of 
Pike  county,  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  as 
a citizen  he  enjoys  an  enviable  popularity,  as  is  seen 
by  his  frequent  election  to  important  offices,  al- 
though he  is  a stanch  Republican  residing  in  a 
Democratic  stronghold. 

Mr.  Bensley  was  born  September  13,  1836,  in 
Lehman  township,  where  his  family  has  been  prom- 
inent since  pioneer  times.  Israel  Bensley,  his  great- 
grandfather, is  thought  to  have  been  a Scotchman 
by  birth.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  served 
as  a solider  in  the  British  army,  and  was  captured 
by  the  American  forces  at  the  battle  of  Trenton. 
He  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  an  early  day,  in  com- 
pany with  a Scotchman  named  Stewart,  who  was 
taken  prisoner  with  him,  and  they  settled  near 
Bushkill,  but  as  that  place  is  so  near  the  line  be- 
tween Monroe  and  P:,ke  counties  it  is  not  definitely 
known  in  which  county  he  first  made  his  home.  He 
was  a tax-payer  in  Pike  county,  however,  in  the 
vears  1804  and  1814,  and  records  show  that  he 
settled  in  Lehman  township  before  the  birth  of  our 
subject’s  father,  in  1810.  Several  of  Stewart’s 
great-grandchildren  reside  in  the  neighborhood  at 
the  present  time. 
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Adam  Bensley,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
after  growing  to  manhood  moved  to  Lehman  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  with  his  father,  settling  near 
Bushkill  on  a farm  now  owned  by  Peter  F.  Wag- 
ner. Pie  married  Anna  Impson,  of  Pike  county, 
and  both  died  in  Delaware  township,  he  in  1857, 
she  two  or  three  years  later ; their  remains  were 
interred  in  Delaware  cemetery.  This  worthy 
couple  had  twelve  children,  namely : Israel,  de- 
ceased, who  never  married;  Jacob,  who  was  our 
subject’s  father;  Sarah,  who  married  Jacob  Gagger ; 
Catherine,  Mrs.  Adam  Van  Gorden;  Daniel,  a resi- 
dent of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  who  has 
never  married ; Elizabeth,  who  married  Aaron 
Bergstreser ; Hannah,  who  married  Joseph  C.  Lat- 
timore;  Mary  A.,  who  married  John  Bergstreser; 
Elsa,  who  married  Benjamin  F.  Fralick;  Jane,  Mrs. 
Adam  Davis;  Susan,  Mrs.  Burris  Ward;  and  John, 
who  married  Mary  Davis.  Of  this  large  family 
only  two  are  now  living:  John,  of  Winnebago  coun- 
tv, Ilk;  and  Daniel,  of  Pike  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Jacob  Bensley,  our  subject’s  father,  was  horn 
September  30,  1810,  in  Pike  county,  and  followed 
farming  as  an  occupation.  He  was  prominent  in 
local  politics,  and  held  various  offices,  including 
that  of  county  commissioner.  His  death  occurred 
in  1886,  when  he  was  in  his  seventy-seventh  year, 
and  his  wife,  Sally  Ann  (Clifford),  also  a native 
of  Pike  county,  died  in  1875,  aged  fifty-five  years. 
Their  children  were ; Oliver,  Elizabeth,  J.  Madison, 
Charles,  Ryma  and  Jane  (twins),  Maria,  Solo- 
mon, Joseph,  Albert,  John  S.,  William,  Robert  P., 
Martha,  Franklin,  and  Jacob.  Of  these.  James  M., 
Charles,  Joseph  and  Solomon  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  their  country  during  the  Civil  war,  Charles  and 
Solomon  losing  their  lives  in  the  struggle. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty,  when  he  began  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade  with  Mason  Arnst.  After 
a year  and  a half  he  entered  the  shop  of  George  La- 
bar,  with  whom  he  completed  his  apprenticeship, 
and  he  followed  the  trade  independentlv  for  nine- 
teen years,  in  connection  with  farming  and  lumber- 
ing. He  commenced  rafting  on  the  Delaware  river 
when  a mere  lad  of  sixteen,  and  was  engaged  thus 
some  ten  years.  For  many  years  he  operated  saw- 
mills in  Pike  county,  hut  at  present  he  devotes  his 
time  mainly  to  general  farming  at  his  homestead, 
where  he  settled  in  i86q.  He  lias  always  taken 
keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has  been  elected 
to  many  township  offices.  In  1881  he  was  chosen 
county  commissioner:  in  1884  he  was  re-elected  for 
three  years;  and  in  1896  he  was  again  elected,  for 
the  term  which  he  is  now  serving.  He  was  nomina- 
ted and  ran  another  time  for  this  office,  hut  was  de- 
feated. He  was  a school  director  for  nine  years, 
and  twice  resigned  because  of  his  election  to  other 
offices.  For  ten  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  being  elected  in  1882  and  1887,  and  in  all  the 
positions  which  he  has  held  he  has  discharged  his 
duties  ahlv  and  faithfullv.  His  war  record  is  an 


honorable  one.  He  enlisted  in  September,  1864,  in 
Pike  county,  becoming  a private  in  Company  M, 
18th  Penn.  Cavalry,  3rd  Division,  2nd  Brigade, 
George  A.  Custer,  commanding.  Subsequent  to  the 
battle  of  hive  Forks  (in  which  he  did  not  take  part, 
being  dismounted  at  the  time)  he  became  ill,  and 
was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Cumberland  Valley, 
where  he  was  discharged  in  June,  1865.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  socially  he  and  his  family  are  held  in  high  es- 
teem. 

On  November  18,  1855,  Mr.  Bensley  was  mar- 
ried in  Bushkill,  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  Gariss,  and  the  following  children 
have  blessed  their  union : Rhyrna  J.,  horn  November 
28,  1856,  married  V eslev  Staples,  a farmer  near 
Stroudsburg,  and  died  April  17,  1896;  Miss  Marv 
E.,  horn  July  6,  1858,  who  resides  at  home,  has 
taught  school  successfully  for  six  years;  Miss  Anna 
E.,  horn  May  20,  i860,  resides  at  Boonton,  N.  J.; 
Charles  A.,  horn  September  11,  1862,  married  Eliza- 
beth Gannon,  and  resides  at  Egypt  Mills,  where  he 
follows  the  carpenter's  trade;  Laura  R.,  born  May 
8,  1864,  taught  for  six  years,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  George  Weinmaker,  of  Bangor,  Penn.,  who  is 
now  foreman  for  a slate  company  there;  Flora  L., 
born  April  23.  1866,  married  Peter  DeWitt,  a ma- 
chinist in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  at 
Matamoras,  Penn. ; Estella  A.,  born  February  27, 
1868,  died  October  22,  1881  : Harry  F.,  horn  March 
7,  1870,  is  at  home ; Hannah  B.,  born  April  22,  1872, 
married  Frank  Walter,  a carpenter  at  Egypt  Mills; 
George  S..  born  February  20,  1874,  is  unmarried, 
and  resides  in  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  be- 
ing employed  as  an  engineer  at  Forest  Park ; Allen 
E.,  born  February  28,  1876,  is  employed  in  a slate 
quarry  at  Bangor,  Penn. ; Elmer  A.,  born  March  7, 
1879,  and  Miss  Kate  D.,  born  January  23,  1881,  are 
at  home. 

Mrs.  Bensley  was  born  February  20,  1839,  in 
Lehman  township.  Pike  county,  and  is  a member 
of  a well-known  family.  Her  paternal  grandfather. 
Samuel  Gariss,  a native  of  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  was  a 
prosperous  miller,  in  Fiatbrookville,  Sussex  Co., 
X.  J.  He  married  Miss  Marv  Smith,  of  New 
Jersey,  daughter  of  Philip  Smith,  a native  of  that 
State.  Philip  S.  Gariss,  father  of  Mrs.  Bensley, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  for  many  years  was 
engaged  in  business  as  a miller,  carpenter  and  cooper, 
but  his  last  years  were  spent  in  farming.  He  died 
at  Newton,  N.  J.,  in  October,  1894,  and  his  widow, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Arnst,  is  now 
living  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J. ; she  was  horn  in 
1808,  in  Lehman  township.  Pike  Co.,  Penn.  Mrs. 
Bensley  was  the  eldest  of  a large  family  of  children, 
the  others  being  George,  who  died  while  serving 
in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war : Rlivma  C.,  who 
married  Isaac  Vetter,  a farmer  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  ■ J. : Samuel,  a railroad  section  boss,  who  mar- 
ried Hester  Grover,  and  resides  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  J. ; Mason  T.,  a farmer  in  Sussex  county,  who 
married  Marv  E.  Welter;  Peter,  who  married  Han- 
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nah  Hunt,  and  resides  on  a farm  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty ; Lydia,  wife  of  George  Strunk,  a mail  carrier  in 
Monroe  county,  this  State ; Anna,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Frederick,  a farmer  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
who  married  Emma  Hill ; Harvey,  a resident  of  the 
same  county,  who  married  Emma  Cummings ; 
Franklin,  deceased ; and  Arm'inda,  who  died  in 
childhood. 

William  Arnst,  Mrs.  Bensley’s  maternal  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  America 
in  early  life,  making  his  home  in  Monroe  county, 
Penn.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  many  years.  He  married  Catherine 
Ace,  of  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
they  had  five  children,  viz.:  Elizabeth  (Mrs. 
Gariss),  Mason  D.,  Lydia,  George  and  Barbara, 
all  living  but  Barbara. 

JAMES  IvASSON,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  now  re- 
tired from  active  business  cares,  is  one  of  the  men 
who  make  old  age  seem  the  better  portion  of  life. 
Youth  has  its  charms,  but  an  honorable  and  honored 
old  age,  to  which  the  lengthening  years  have  added  . 
dignity  and  sweetness,  has  a brighter  radiance,  as 
if  some  ray  from  the  life  beyond  already  rested 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Ivasson  was  born  in  Springville  township, 
July  2,  1817,  and  is  of  Irish  descent.  The  family 
was  founded  in  the  United  States  by  his  great- 
great-grandparents,  Adam  and  Jane  (Hall)  Kas- 
son,  in  whose  family  were  nine  children,  seven  sons 
and  two  daughters.  The  great-grandfather,  James 
Ivasson,  was  born  in  November,  1714.  The  grand- 
father, James  Ivasson,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Bethlehem, 
Conn., June  19,  1748,  andwasa  wheelwright  by  trade. 
In  his  native  State  he  married  Reliance  Hatch,  of 
Kent,  Conn.,  who  died  in  July,  1840,  and  his  death 
occurred  January  27,  1803.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig,  and  in  religious  faith  a Presbyterian. 

Myron  Ivasson,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Bethlehem,  Conn.,  January  22,  1772,  and  when  a 
young  man  came  to  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  600  acres  of 
land  under  the  Connecticut  title  and  paid  for  same, 
but  lost  it.  He  afterward  bought  different  tracts, 
aggregating  212  acres  of  wild  land,  and  located 
thereon  when  there  were  no  neighbors  within  miles 
of  him.  Here,  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  he  devel- 
oped a fine  farm,  clearing  nearly  200  acres  with  the 
assistance  of  his  sons,  and  engaging  in  general  farm- 
ing throughout  life.  On  August  26,  1804,  he  married 
Miss  Betsy  Hyde,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  who  died  in 
1859,  and  he  passed  away  in  January,  i860.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  had 
the  respect  and.  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them.  For 
many  years  the  father  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  and  on  its  organization  became  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party.  At  one  time  he 
ran  for  representative  in  opposition  to  his  brother- 
in-law,  Jabez  Hyde,  and  was  beaten  by  only  four 


votes.  He  was  called  upon  to  fill  many  local  positions 
of  honor  and  trust,  and  his  official  duties  were  always 
most  capably  and  satisfactorily  performed.  The  chil- 
dren of  Myron  and  Betsy  (Hyde)  Kasson  were  as 
follows : Clarinda,  born  May  6,  1806,  married  C.  H. 
Avery,  and  died  in  Boone  county,  111. ; Phoebe,  born 
October  6,  1807,  died  January  7,  1830;  Lucy,  born 
July  27,  1809,  married  J.  B.  Beardsley,  of  Auburn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; George  T.,  born  June  21,  1811,  is  a resident 
of  Woodstock,  111. ; Martha,  born  April  14,  1813, 
married  Rev.  Thomas  Wilcox,  and  died  in  Illinois ; 
Lydia,  born  August  13,  1815,  married  Lyman 
Blakeslee,  of  Lynn,  Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased; 
James,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth; 
Jabez  H.,  born  February  17,  1820,  was  the  founder 
of  Kasson,  Minn.,  wnere  his  death  occurred. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  James  Kasson 
obtained  a good  practical  education,  in  the  common 
schools  near  his  home  and  the  school  of  Manning- 
ton.  Subsequently  he  successfully  engaged  in  teach- 
ing, in  Luzerne,  Bradford  and  Susquehanna  coun- 
ties, for  nine  winters.  He  took  charge  of  the  old 
homestead  in  Springville  township  prior  to  his 
father's  death,  after  which  it  came  into  his  posses- 
sion, and  he  now  has  230  acres  under  excellent  cul- 
tivation, and  well  improved.  Throughout  his  active 
business  life  he  engaged  in  farming,  stock  dealing, 
and  speculating  in  real  estate,  but  is  now  living  re- 
tired, his  farm  being  operated  by  others,  on  shares. 

In  Terrytown,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Kas- 
‘ son  married  Miss  Jane  Terry,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 24,  1824,  a daughter  of  William  and  Nancy 
(Sherman)  Terry,  the  former  a native  of  Forty 
Fort,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  the  latter  of  Palmyra,  N. 
Y.  The  father  died  in  i860,  aged  seventy-seven 
years,  the  mother  in  1880,  aged  ninety  years.  Their 
children  were  Abigail,  wife  of  Dr.  G.  F.  Horton,  a 
candidate  for  Congress  on  the  Liberty  party  ticket; 
Jonathan,  deceased;  Nelson,  who  died  in  Terry- 
town  ; Uriah,  a prominent  citizen  of  Terrytown, 
who  served  for  one  term  in  the  State  Legislature; 
Lydia,  deceased  wife  of  R.  Brownhall,  of  Brad- 
ford county ; Susan,  a resident  of  Wyalusing,  Penn., 
and  widow  of  John  F.  Chamberlain,  a member  of 
the  Legislature  ; Emily,  deceased  wife  of  B.  Le  Porte, 
who  was  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  and  a 
Republican  candidate  for  Congress ; Zilpha,  widow 
of  John  Gale,  a farmer  of  Towanda,  Penn.;  Jane, 
wife  of  our  subject;  William,  who  married  Jose- 
phine Miller,  and  is.  engaged  in  farming  in  Brad- 
ford county;  Nancy,  wife  of  James  Stoneman,  of 
Towanda;  Mary,  wife  of  A.  P.  Stephens,  of  Great 
Bend,  Penn.,  who  was  also  a member  of  the  Legis- 
lature ; and  the  youngest,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Two  children  came  to  our  subject  and  wife. 
Myron,  born  July  24,  1848,  was  married  August  29, 
1883,  to  Alice  L.  Dale,  of  Lackawanna  county, 
Penn.,  and  is  now  living  in  Scranton,  where  he  is 
serving  as  alderman  from  the  Ninth  Ward;  he  has 
also  filled  the  office  of  prothonotarv  of  Susquehanna 
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county.  Ellen,  born  January  8,  1850,  died  February 
11,  1876.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kasson  are  both  prominent 
and  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Auburn  Four  Corners,  in  which  he  has 
filled  all  the  offices,  and  in  the  best  social  circles  of 
the  community  they  occupy  an  enviable  position. 
Politically  he  is  a pronounced  Republican,  and  has 
held  many  township  offices. 

FRANCIS  O.  POTTER  (deceased),  a prom- 
inent farmer  of  Thompson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  a native  ot  that  county,  born  in  Gibson 
township,  in  June,  1825,  and  was  a son  of  John  and 
Polly  (Washburn)  Potter. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a native  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  a pioneer  of  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  whither  he  had  removed  with  his 
father,  Joseph  Potter,  at  an  early  day.  To  John  and 
Polly  (Washburn)  Potter  were  born  ten  children, 
six  sons  and  four  .daughters,  namely:  Joseph,  a resi- 
dent of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Parley,  of  Thompson ; 
William,  of  Harmony;  Stephen,  of  Gibson;  Joshua, 
who  remained  on  the  old  home  in  Gibson ; Elsie, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Electa,  wife  of  Jabez  Gard- 
ner, of  Gibson;  Elsie,  wife  of  Joseph  Loveland, 
whose  home  was  at  Moscow,  near  Scranton,  Penn., 
where  both  died ; Elmina,  who  was  the  wife  of  Ad- 
dison Harding,  of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  and  Francis  O.,  our  subject. 

Francis  O.  Potter  was  reared  in  Gibson,  and 
received  a district-school  education.  In  184.7  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Ai iss  Lucinda  Gardner,  of 
that  township,  a daughter  of  Jabez  and  Deborah 
Gardner,  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  former  born 
in  1800,  the  latter  in  1804.  Pier  paternal  grand- 
father was  Jabez  Gardner,  Sr.,  whose  ancestors 
came  from  England  on  the  "Mayflower,”  in  1620; 
he  settled  in  Connecticut,  where  he  spent  his  entire 
life.  Mrs.  Potter  was  born  in  1829,  and  was  a child 
of  four  years  when  brought  by  her  parents  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.  They  located  in  Gibson, 
where  they  spent  their  remaining  days,  the  father 
being  engaged  in  hotel-keeping  and  merchandising. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Potter  is  second  in  the  order  of  birth,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  (1)  Enos,  born  in  Connecticut, 
in  1827,  married  Ascenith  Harvey,  of  Susquehanna, 
and  settled  in  Herrick  township,  where  he  died, 
leaving  two  children,  Jabez  and  Sabra.  (3)  Mary 
A.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Silas  Howell,  of  Gib- 
son. (4)  Elsie  is  the  wife  of  John  Buck,  of  Clifford 
township.  (5)  Jane  is  the  widow  of  Orville  Tiffany, 
of  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  county,  and  has  five  chil- 
dren. (6)  Sarah  was  the  wife  of  Tracy  Van  Auken, 
of  Scranton,  and  had  four  children.  (7)  Edwin  P., 
when  a student  in  the  Montrose  schools,  enlisted 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  was  taken 
ill  after  three  months  service,  and  died  in  a hos- 
pital. His  remains  were  brought  home  and  in- 
terred in  Brooklyn  township.  Susquehanna  county. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Potter  purchased  a 
tract  of  seventv-five  acres  • of  land  in  Thompson 
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township,  to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time  un- 
til he  had  500  acres,  in  one  body.  He  cleared  and 
improved  a large  farm,  which  he  placed  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  erected  thereon  good  build- 
ings. There  he  died  in  February,  1877,  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Pie  was  a 
faithful  and  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  a Democrat  in  politics. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  Ins  wife  and  family 
still  reside,  in  a fine  modern  residence  erected  by 
them  since  his  death.  The  children  are  as  follows : 
(1)  Parley  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  (2)  De- 
borah, born  111  July,  1850,  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict and  select  schools  of  the  county,  and  was  a 
successful  teacher  for  a number  of  years.  She  is 
now  the  wife  of  Frederick  Sheldon,  a farmer  of 
Jackson  township,  and  they  have  eight  children, 
Horace,  Ansel,  P'rank,  p'ronia,  Levi,  John,  Robert 
and  Julia.  (3)  John  died  in  childhood.  (4)  Mary, 
born  in  April,  1854,  followed  teaching  until  she 
was  married,  in  1888,  to  J.  N.  Sortell,  a farmer  of 
Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  county,  They  have 
two  children,  George  and  Eva.  (5)  Joshua,  born  in 
June,  1856,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Thompson 
township,  married  Cenora  Stone,  of  Ararat,  and  they 
live  on  a part  of  the  home  farm.  Their  children  are 
Tracy,  Arthur,  Charles,  Edwin,  Ralph  and  Noel. 

(6)  Amos,  born  in  May,  1858,  married  Julia  Bax- 
ter Pelton,  of  Thompson,  and  they  also  reside  on  a 
part  of  the  old  homestead,  which  has  been  divided 
among  three  sons.  They  have  one  daughter,  Mary. 

(7)  Sarah,  born  in  November,  i860,  obtained  a 
good  education  in  the  home  schools.  She  married 
Austin  Wright,  of  Nicholson,  Penn.,  a farmer.  (8) 
Parley,  born  in  January,  1863,  married  Lula  Birch- 
ard, of  Iowa,  and  is  now  farm  manager  for  a coal 
company  in  Putnam  county,  Mo.  They  have  two 
children,  Alice  and  Edwin.  (9)  Electa,  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  attended  the  district  schools  and  later 
the  Mansfield  State  Normal,  from  which  she  was 
graduated  in  1S90.  She  has  been  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful educators  of  Susquehanna  county  for  a 
period  of  fourteen  years,  and  has  been  principal  of 
the  graded  schools  of  Brandt  for  three  years  of  that 
time.  She  is  a cultured  lady,  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  teachers  of  her  town.  (10)  Frankie,  born 
in  April,  1867,  was  also  a teacher  in  her  younger 
years.  She  married  Ernest  Bloxham,  of  Ararat, 
and  they  now  make  their  home  in  Forest  City,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  business  as  a contractor  and  build- 
er. The  children  are  Raymond  and  Ivan.  ( 1 1 ) 
Orville,  born  in  1869,.  graduated  from  Wood’s  Busi- 
ness College  of  Scranton,  in  1889,  and  is  now  clerk- 
ing for  George  Frazier,  in  Susquehanna.  (12)  Ed- 
win, born  in  June,  1872,  obtained  a good  practical 
education  in  the  district  and  select  schools  of  Thomp- 
son, and  has  taught  school  in  the  county.  He  now 
owns  the  old  homestead,  and  looks  after  his  moth- 
er’s interests.  Pie  is  a young  man  of  good  moral 
qualities,  and  is  very  highly  spoken  of  in  the  com- 
munity where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed.  Re- 
ligiously the  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
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Episcopal  Church,  to  the  support  of  which  they 
give  liberally,  and  they  are  people  of  prominence 
socially,  being  well-educated,  cultured  and  refined. 

THOMAS  J.  HAM  was  born  in  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county,  February  20,  1837,  the  third  child 
of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Bellamy)  Ham,  who 
came  to  this  country  from  Cornwall,  England,  in 
1832.  His  father  was  a prominent  merchant  and 
manufacturer  of  the  village,  but  the  tastes  of  our 
subject  turned  distinctly  to  books.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  district  schools,  taught 
by  Benjamin  W.  Dennis  and  William  G.  Arnold. 
He  afterward  attended  Honesdale  Academy,  and 
when  B.  B.  Smith  relinquished  its  management,  and 
opened  a book  store  at  Honesdale,  our  subject  ac- 
cepted a position  with  him,  and  for  three  years  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  that  thorough  educator,  at 
the  same  time  discharging  his  duties  as  a clerk. 

« When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  taught  a district  school 
at  Beach  Pond.  He  then  re-entered  the  academy  for 
a year,  acting  as  assistant  in  the  Honesdale  post 
office  during  his  hours  out  of  school.  In  1853  he 
entered  Wyoming  Seminary,  and  while  in  that  in- 
stitution defrayed  a considerable  proportion  of  his 
expenses  by  filling  the  position  of  private  secre- 
tary to  the  principal,  Rev.  Dr.  Reuben  Nelson,  and 
by  teaching  the  writing  classes.  He  was  graduated 
in  1855,  taking  second  honors,  and,  therewith,  the 
authorship  of  the  class-day  colloquy. 

After  leaving  school  Mr.  Ham,  from  the  force 
of  his  environment,  entered  commercial  life  as 
business  manager  of  the  mercantile  business  of  his 
father.  He  remained  in  that  position  for  three 
years,  but  his  thoughts  ran  to  journalism,  and  at 
intervals  he  made  contributions  to  various  news- 
papers and  periodicals,  among  others  the  Wayne 
County  Herald.  In  1859  Hon.  H.  B.  Beardslee, 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Herald,  offered  him  a 
position  on  his  paper.  Here  was  an  opportunity 
to  enter  the  chosen  field.  He  accepted  an  engage- 
ment as  assistant  editor,  at  the  same  time  having 
charge  of  the  Honesdale  post  office.  In  the  spring  of 
1861,  following  the  inauguration  of  President  Lin- 
coln and  subsequent  official  changes,  the  young 
man  visited  Prince  Edward  Island,  with  a view  of 
engaging  there  in  his  new  profession.  But  the  pros- 
pects were  not  bright,  and  returning  to  Honesdale 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  purchased,  with 
Charles  Menner — for  many  years  foreman  in  the 
office — as  partner,  the  Wayne  County  Herald,  from 
its  old  publisher,  Hon.  H.  B.  Beardslee.  He  was 
now  settled  in  his  life  pursuit  in  a manner  that  was 
to'  his  liking.  Four  years  later  he  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  partner,  and  became  sole  owner.  He 
has  repeatedly  enlarged  the  paper,  and  under  his 
able  editorial  supervision  it  has  a wide  reputation 
as  an  influential  journal. 

In  all  the  departments  of  newspaper  work,  in 
both  business  and  editorial  branches,  Mr.  Ham  has 
been  highly  successful.  As  an  editorial  writer  he  has 
won  recognition  for  forceful  and  logical  statement, 


for  graceful  diction  and  for  touches  of  fancy  which 
lighten  and  beautify  his  able  articles.  An  extended 
European  trip  in  1873  resulted  in  a series  of  descript- 
ive letters  of  travel,  covering  England,  Ireland,  Ger- 
many, Austria,  Switzerland  and  France,  which  were 
most  favorably  received  by  the  reading  public.  Mr. 
Ham  has  frequently  contributed  to  the  Metropolitan 
dailies,  and  his  letters  have  brought  to  him  many 
offers  of  editorial  positions  on  city  papers.  He  has 
resolutely  declined  them  all,  preferring  the  field  of 
usefulness  which  he  has  marked  out  for  himself. 
He  is  devoted  to  the  intellectual  growth  of  his  na- 
tive county,  and  many  of  its  institutions  are  indebted 
to  his  efforts  for  their  realization.  He  was  the 
pioneer  in  the  field  of  local  historical  research,  and 
a skeleton  of  events  which  he  published  in  1870  was 
incorporated  six  years  later  in  Dr.  Egle’s  “History 
of  Pennsylvania.”  For  twenty-two  consecutive  years 
Mr.  Ham  was  secretary  of  the  Wayne  County  Ag- 
ricultural Society,  and  for  nine  years  its  treasurer. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ham  has  been  throughout  his 
long  career  an  unwavering  Democrat.  Almost  contin- 
uously he  has  served  as  a member  of  the  Democratic 
County  Executive  Committee,  and  frequently  has 
represented  Wayne  in  district  and  State  conventions. 
He  was  nominated  in  1874  for  the  State  Legisla- 
ture in  the  Wayne  and  Pike  district,  but  dissensions 
between  the  two  counties  about  that  time  led  to  an 
open  rupture.  A Democrat  was  subsequently  nom- 
inated in  Pike  county,  and  the  divided  ticket  gave 
the  office  to  the  Republican  candidate,  Thomas  Y. 
Boyd.  Living  in  Senatorial  and  Congressional  dis- 
tricts largely  adverse  to  him  in  political  faith,  Mr. 
Ham  has  failed  to  reach  those  higher  positions  for 
which  he  has  received  the  endorsement  of  his  party. 
Besides  his  Legislative  candidacy  he  has  been  the 
Democratic  standard  bearer  for  senator,  and  twice 
for  Congress.  For  three  successive  terms  he  filled 
the  position  of  bank  assessor  for  the  Wayne-Pike- 
Monroe  district.  In  1886  he  was  appointed  asso- 
ciate judge  by  Gov.  Robert  E.  Pattison,  and  in  1889 
was  elected  to  the  same  office  for  a full  term  of  five 
years,  his  majority  being  the  largest  ever  given  a 
candidate  for  that  position  in  the  district. 

Mr.  Ham  was  married,  March  5,  1863,  to  Miss 
Laura  E.,  daughter  of  Zechariah  Paddock,  D.  D., 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Of  their  five  children  two 
survive — Eugene  P.,  district  agent  of  the  Phoenix 
Life  Insurance  Co.,  residing  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
and  William  W.,  a member  of  the  reportorial  staff 
of  the  Nezv  York  Sun. 

E.  VANDER  TUCKER,  a representative  citi- 
zen of  Susquehanna  county,  who  owns  and  occupies 
a well-improved  farm  in  Jackson  township,  was  born 
in  that  township,  in  February,  1829,  a son  of  Ste- 
phen and  Lucy  (Harris)  Tucker,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, the  former  born  in  1794,  the  latter  in  1793. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  James 
Tucker,  was  a representative  of  an  old  New  England 
family,  and  died  in  Vermont.  His  son  Stephen 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  after  that 
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conflict,  about  1816,  he  and  his  brother  Simeon 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  located  m 
Jackson  township.  Some  time  later  Simeon  removed 
to  Harford,  where  he  married  Lois  Guile,  of  that 
place,  and  subsequently  they  became  residents  of 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  was  employed  by  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  Go. 
He  died  in  that  city  about  thirty  years  ago,  leaving 
four  children  : Florilla,  who  married  Theodore  Gam- 
ble, and  resided  in  Kansas ; A.  B.,  now  a resident  of 
Aurora,  111.;  Mrs.  Susan  Williams,  of  Ridgwav, 
Penn. ; and  Louisa,  wife  of  Peter  Conran,  of  Kansas. 

Stephen  Tucker,  father  of  our  subject,  re- 
mained m Jackson  township,  where  he  cleared  and 
improved  a farm,  and  the  family  residence,  erected 
by  him  in  1828,  is  still  in  a good  state  of  preserva- 
tion. There  his  wife  died  in  April,  1871,  and  he 
passed  away  in  1882.  Both  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  assisted  in  the 
erection  of  the  first  house  of  worship  in  Jackson. 
They  aided  in  - all  religious  work,  and  gave  their 
support  to  every  enterprise  for  the  public  good.  In 
politics  the  father  was  a Jeffersonian  Democrat. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  this  worthy  couple, 
namely:  (1)  James  married  Diana  Moxley,  of  Jack- 
son  township,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death.  He  had  two  sons,  of  whom  the  younger, 
Jonathan,  born  in  Jackson  township,  resides  in 
Scranton,  Penn.  The  elder,  Stephen,  was  born  in 
Jackson  township,  in  1845,  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  married  Hannah  S.  Callender,  of 
Scott,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  Nelson 
Callender.  After  his  marriage  he  purchased  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  still  resides.  He  and  his 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Jackson,  and  he  is  a supporter  of  the  Prohibition 
party.  Their  children  are  Llewellyn,  born  in  1872, 
who  was  educated  in  the  Gibson  high  school  and 
Wood's  Business  College,  and  was  a teacher  for 
several  terms  (he  married  Minnie  Bryant,  of  Jack- 
son.  and  is  now  engaged  in  clerking  in  a store  in 
Peckville)  ; James  C.,  born  in  1877,  who  graduated 
from  the  Bloomsburg  Normal  School  in  1898,  and 
has  taught  for  several  terms  in  Jackson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  also  in  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty; Elsie,  born  in  1879,  who  was  educated  in  the 
home  schools;  and  Wilfred,  born  in  1881,  Nellie, 
born  in  1883,  Raymond  and  Mabel,  twins,  born  in 
1885,  Beatrice,  born  in  1889,  and  Reid,  born  in 
1894,  all  at  home.  (2)  Clarissa  is  the  widow  of 
Horace  Tracy,  of  Honesdale,  Penn.  (3)  Elizabeth 
married  H.  M.  Wells,  of  Jackson,  where  they  made 
their  home  for  some  years.  Later  they  lived  in 
Illinois,  for  some  time,  and  then  returned  to  Jack- 
son,  where  both  died,  leaving  two  children — Cynthia, 
wife  of  E.  L.  Barrett,  of  Windsor,  Broome  Co.,  N. 
Y. : and  H.  M.,  now  of  Iowa,  who  was  a soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  was  incarcerated  for  nine  months 
in  Andersonville  prison.  (4)  Sarah  married  Rufus 
Walworth,  and  after  living  for  some  time  in  New 
Milford,  Penn.,  removed  to  Brooklyn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  she  died,  leaving  three  chil- 


dren— Hattie,  now  the  wife  of  Isaac  Shinier,  of 
New  Milford;  Irma,  wife  of  Frank  Quick,  of  Sus- 
quehanna; and  William,  a resident  of  New  Milford. 
(.5)  Willison  married  Permelia  Pickering,  and  re- 
sides in  Thompson  borough,  Susquehanna  county. 
They  have  three  children — Charles;  Etta,  wife  of 
William  Douglas,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; and  Ross,  a 
resident  of  California.  (6)  Eunice  H.  married  J. 
H.  Miles,  of  Jackson,  and  died  leaving  two  sons — 
Frank  W.,  who  lived  in  DeWitt,  Neb.,  and  who  was 
elected  State  representative  in  1895  (died  in  1896)  ; 
and  Edward  R.,  who  holds  a position  with  the 
American  Lumber  Co.,  and  resides  in  Knappton, 
Wash.  (7)  E.  Yander,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the 
family.  (8)  E.  N.  is  a resident  of  Jackson;  he  has 
had  two  sons — Frank  E.,  who  died  in  1895  ; and 
Clarence  L.  (9)  Amos  was  a member  of  an  Illinois 
regiment  in  the  Civil  war,  and  was  promoted  to  tne 
rank  of  lieutenant,  remaining  in  the  service  until 
the  war  closed ; he  lost  a limb  in  a railroad  accident. 
He  married  Anna  Sebastian,  of  Illinois,  and  now 
resides  in  Wichita,  Ivans.  His  children  are  Sebas- 
tian, Herbert  and  Fred. 

On  the  old  homestead  E.  Yander  Tucker  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  received  the  benefits 
of  a district-school  education.  In  1850  he  married 
Miss  Theoda  Mott,  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  a daughter  of  Willard  and  Beulah  (Tupper) 
Mott,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  prominent  pio- 
neers of  Rush  township.  Mrs.  Tucker  was  born 
in  that  township  in  1830,  and  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Jackson  and  Montrose.  She  was  adopted  by 
Rev.  J.  B.  Worden,  of  Montrose,  who  had  charge 
of  the  Jackson  Baptist  Church  for  a number  of 
years.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  spent  their 
entire  married  life  in  Jackson  township,  and  in  1865 
he  purchased  his  father’s  old  homestead,  upon  which 
place  he  has  erected  two  barns  and  other  outbuild- 
ings, and  made  many  other  improvements  which 
entrance  the  value  and  beauty  of  the  farm. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker  are 
as  follows:  (1)  Frederick  E.,  born  m 1850,  was 
educated  in  the  local  schools  and  the  Normal  School 
of  Mansfield,  Penn.,  and  taught  several  terms  in 
Susquehanna  county.  He  married  Madelaine  J. 
Watson,  of  New  Milford,  Penn.,  and  removed  to 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  employed  on  the 
New  York  & Erie  railroad  until  his  death,  in  1885. 
He  left  a wife  and  one  son,  Willoughby,  now  a resi- 
dent of  New  Milford,  Penn.  (2)  Hattie,  born  in 
1861,  married  Duane  Barrett,  who  died  in  Jackson, 
leaving  one  son,  Fred,  and  for  her  second  husband 
she  married  Emery  L.  Tingley,  by  whom  she  has 
one  daughter,  Theoda.  (3)  Gilmore  E.,  born  in  1863, 
is  a brakeman  in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  railroad,  and  resides  in  Carbondale,  Penn. 
(4)  Judson,  born  in  1866,  married  Ida  Holmes,  of 
Jackson,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Mildred, 
and  they  reside  on  the  old  homestead  with  our  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Tucker  has  been  a zealous  and  earnest 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Jackson  for  fifty- 
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six  years,  and  has  served  as  deacon  and  in  other 
official  positions  for  a number  of  years.  His  wife 
is  also  a devout  Christian,  and  has  been  a member  of 
the  Church  for  over  fifty-live  years.  They  have  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them,  and  their 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  is  extensive.  In 
politics  Mr.  Tucker  is  a Prohibitionist,  and  although 
he  lias  never  cared  for  public  office,  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens  as  assessor 
two  terms,  and  school  director  and  constable  one 
term  each. 

H.  C.  BURGESS  is  a leading  carpenter  and 
contractor  of  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  with 
whose  material  progress  and  prosperity  he  has  been 
prominently  identified  for  half  a century.  On  all 
sides  are  seen  many  notable  examples  of  his  skill 
and  handiwork,  for  he  has  erected  many  of  the  best 
buildings  in  the  city,  and  the  quality  of  his  work  is 
a convincing  test  of  his  own  personal  worth. 

Mr.  Burgess  was  born  in  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  in  1828,  a son  of  William  and  Catherine 
(Miller)  Burgess,  natives  of  Luzerne  (now  Wyom- 
ing) county.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Bur- 
gess, was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionarv  war,  and 
was  one  of  the  honored  early  settlers  of  what  is 
now  Wyoming  county.  There  the  father  opened  up 
a farm,  and  continued  to  engage  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  called  from  this  life,  in  1870.  His  wife 
survived  him  some  four  years.  To  them  were  born 
children  as  follows : Mrs.  Elvina  Spaulding  is 

a resident  of  Tunkhannock,  Penn.;  H.  C.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  Washington  is 
living  in  Iowa ; George  H.  served  for  three  years 
in  the  95th  111.  V.  I.,  and  now  makes  his  home  in 
Kansas ; Earl  served  for  six  months  in  the  143rd 
P.  V.  I.,  was  taken  ill,  and  died  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, Penn. ; Elmira  is  the  widow  of  Jonas  Goodwin, 
of  Wyoming  county;  Mrs.  Lucina  Furman  died  in 
Texas  in  1893;  Charles  is  a resident  of  Tunkhan- 
nock, Penn. ; Granville,  who  lives  in  Mehoopany, 
Penn.,  served  nine  months  in  the  84th  P.  V.  I.,  and 
was  taken  prisoner  three  days  before  Lee’s  surrend- 
er ; and  Delos,  a merchant  of  Mehoopany,  is  now 
deceased. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  LI.  C.  Burgess  was 
reared  and  educated,  and  during  his  youth  he  aided 
his  father  in  clearing  and  cultivating  the  home 
farm.  In  1849  he  came  to  Montrose  and  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade  with  W.  IT.  Boyd,  for  whom 
he  worked  for  ten  years.  Since  then  he  has  en- 
gaged in  contracting  and  building  on  his  own  ac- 
count and  has  met  with  excellent  success.  His 
labors,  however,  were  interrupted  during  the  Civil 
war,  for  he  enlisted  at  Montrose,  September  6,  1861, 
in  Company  D,  50th  P.  V.  I.,  for  three  years  or 
during  the  war,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Harrisburg,  Penn.  His  regiment  proceeded  thence 
to  Washington,  where  they  stayed  one  week,  thence 
to  Annapolis,  where  they  stayed  two  weeks,  and 
thence  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.  They  started  from 
Fortress  Monroe  October  25,  on  board  the  “Win- 


field Scott,’’  and  the  voyage  lasted  twenty-one  days. 
When  off  Cape  Hatteras  the  vessel  sprang  a leak, 
and  those  on  board  were  obliged  to  pump  thirty- 
six  hours  for  “dear  life.”  The  vessel  was  cleared  of 
all  its  freight,  the  masts  were  cut  down  and  thrown 
overboard,  as  were  also  the  guns,  anchors,  and  over 
500  barrels  of  provisions — everything,  in  fact,  that 
was  loose,  and  they  finally  arrived  at  their  destina- 
tion, after  a most  trying  experience.  The  regiment 
was  at  Hilton  Head  when  it  was  taken,  staying 
there  one  month,  and  then  moved  up  to  Beaufort, 
sixteen  miles,  remaining  there  seven  months.  On 
July  11  they  went  to  Virginia,  and,  as  a part  of  the 
Army  of  the  James,  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Antietam,  South  Mountain,  Fredericksburg,  Bull 
Run,  Chantillv.  Mr.  Burgess  was  then  sent  to 
Fortress  Monroe,  in  March,  1863,  was  confined  in 
Hampton  Hospital  for  a time,  while  there  serving 
as  ward  master,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  November  1,  1864.  He  returned 
to  Montrose,  but  later  again  went  South,  and  at 
Fort  Warwick  was  employed  by  the  government 
to  build  mills,  of  which  he  erected  three,  two  of 
these  being  on  Gen.  Lee’s  place,  at  Newport  News. 
Since  the  war  he  has  made  his  home  uninterrupted- 
ly at  Montrose,  and  has  devoted  his  energies  to  his 
business  interests  with  most  gratifying  results. 

At  Montrose,  Mr.  Burgess  was  married,  in 
1850,  to  Miss  Clarissa  M.  Dunn,  a native  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  a daughter  of  John  and  Sophia 
(Phelps)  Dunn,  early  settlers  of  the  county,  who 
are  now  deceased.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
one  child,  Della  G.,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  D.  Gort- 
on, of  Austin,  Texas.  Socially  Mr.  Burgess  is  a 
prominent  member  of  Four  Brothers  Post  No. 
453,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he  has  held  office,  and  as 
a Republican  he  takes  quite  an  active  and  commend- 
able interest  in  public  affairs.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  now  serving  as  one  of 
its  trustees.  By  his  honorable,  upright  life  he  has 
gained  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  and  has  made  a host 
of  warm  friends  in  Montrose. 

LEWIS  CHAMBERLIN.  One  of  the  his- 
toric families  of  Choconut  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  that  .of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  an  honored  representative.  He  was  patriotic, 
intellectual,  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 
township,  contributing  many  teachers  to  the  cause 
of  public  education,  and  in  various  ways  advancing 
the  best  social  interests  of  the  county. 

The  family  was  founded  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty in  1813  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  father, 
Benjamin  Chamberlin,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island 
in  1762,  and  when  a young  man  enlisted  in  the 
Revolutionary  army.  He  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
for  three  months  confined  on  board  a prison  ship 
in  the  East  river,  near  New  York.  He  died  in  1822, 
aged  sixty  years.  His  wife,  Olive,  survived  to  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years,  passing  away  in  1843. 

Two  brothers  and  two  sisters  of  Mr.  Chamber- 
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lin  migrated  to  Susquehanna  county  about  the 
same  time  he  did,  another  brother,  Daniel,  coming- 
later.  Of  these,  Daniel,  after  engaging  in  mercan- 
tile business  for  some  years,  turned  his  attention  to 
farming;  he  died  in  Maine,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
1869;  he  married  Orpha  Scoville,  of  Bennington, 
A t.,  and  they  had  five  children.  Joab,  who  was  a 
carriage  maker,  died  in  1868,  in  Michigan ; he  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Dean,  of  Montrose,  Penn.,  and  had 
three  children.  Melvin,  the  youngest  brother,  was 
a farmer,  and  died  in  1854,  in  Choconut;  he  married 
Orpha  Rogers,  of  Connecticut,  but  had  no  children. 
Nabby,  wife  of  Buel  Scoville,  died  a short  time 
after  coming  to  Choconut,  leaving  two  children. 
Olive,  who  was  a young  girl  when  she  came  hither, 
married  Oliver  Lozier,  and  had  two  children ; she 
died  in  1885,  at  Montrose.  Betsey  Murray,  a sister 
of  Mrs.  Lewis  Chamberlin,  came  with  our  subject 
and  wife,  and  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Dimock, 
a son  of  Davis  Dimock,  the  old  “pioneer  Baptist 
minister.”  She  died  in  Carbondale,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-six  years. 

Lewis  Chamberlin  was  born  in  Rhode  Island, 
in  1786.  He  removed  with  his  parents  to  Benning- 
ton, Yt.,  in  1800,  and  there  learned  from  his  fa- 
ther the  business  of  scythe  making.  In  1811  he 
married  Miss  Nancy  Murray,  a native  of  Hebron, 
Conn.,  and  two  years  later,  with  his  wife  and  one 
child,  Albert,  he  came  to  Choconut  township, 
settling  on  the  farm  which  he  occupied  continuous- 
ly until  his  death,  March  20,  1871,  at  an  extreme 
old  age.  Here  he  soon  became  a prominent  citi- 
zen. Though  possessing  a limited  education,  he 
was  a man  of  superior  intellectual  force,  and  be- 
came a political  leader  of  Choconut  township.  His 
early  efforts,  however,  were  applied  in  a business 
way.  Upon  his  farm  he  erected  a mill,  and  engaged 
extensively  in  lumbering,  rafting  the  lumber  down 
the  Susquehanna  river  to  eastern  markets,  and  at 
the  same  time  clearing  up  his  farm.  During  the 
administration  of  President  Jackson  he  was  com- 
missioned postmaster  of  Choconut,  a position  he 
held  continuously,  and  without  reappointment,  un- 
til his  death,  a period  of  forty-two  years.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  believed  to  have  been  the 
Only  postmaster  in  the  United  States  whose  com- 
mission had  a date  so  remote.  In  politics  he  was 
a Whig,  and  later  a Republican,  and  in  the  affairs 
of  his  party  he  ever  took  an  active  part.  In  re- 
ligious belief  he  adhered  to  the  Baptist  faith,  and 
his  wife  was  also  a consistent  member  of  that 
Church.  To  Lewis  and  Nancy  Chamberlin  were 
born  ten  children  who  grew  to  mature  age,  as  fol- 
lows : 

(1)  Albert,  the  eldest,  born  in  Bennington,  AT., 
read  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1843.  He 
located  at  Montrose,  and  was  twice  elected  district 
attorney,  serving  from  1856  to  1862.  He  was  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and  was  appointed 
revenue  collector  during  President  Grant’s  adminis- 
tration. Removing  to  Scranton,  he  died  there  in 
1878.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  Durbrow,  who 


still  survives  with  one  son,  Edward,  a business 
man  of  Scranton. 

(2)  Louisa,  born  in  Choconut  township,  was 
well  educated,  and  for  years  was  an  efficient  public 
•school  teacher.  She  died,  unmarried,  in  1898. 

(3)  Otis  K.  received  an  excellent  education, 
and  when  a young  man  opened  a commercial  coll- 
ege in  Baltimore  and  one  in  Pittsburg.  He  studied 
medicine  and  practiced  successfully  for  twenty 
years  in  New  York  City,  being  now  an  active  prac- 
titioner in  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  married  Miss  Carrie 
Bolles,  of  New  York  City. 

(4)  Abigail  in  adult  age  became  crippled  by 
rheumatism,  and  has  for  many  years  been  an  invalid. 
She  bears  her  deep  affliction  with  patience  and  res- 
ignation, preserving  through  all  her  suffering  the 
sweetness  of  her  former  disposition. 

(5)  Lydia  A.  was  educated  in  the  high  schools 
of  Harford,  and  is  a graduate  of  Wyoming  Semin- 
ary, Kingston,  Penn.  She  had  taught  for  a year 
or  two  after  graduation  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out.  Offering  her  services  to  the  government  as 
a nurse,  they  were  accepted,  and  she  served  in  the 
hospitals  of  Washington,  New  Haven,  Chester, 
Penn.,  and  at  Fortress  Monroe.  She  was  on  duty 
at  Richmond,  Va.,  when  Lee  surrendered.  Return- 
ing home,  she  taught  for  several  years,  and  when 
the  Freedmen's  Bureau  was  organized  she  accepted 
a position  as  teacher  at  Okolona,  Miss.,  with  her 
sister  Carrie.  After  continuing  devotedly  in  that 
service  for  five  years  she  returned  home,  and  at 
Choconut  Valley  opened  a select  school  in  one  of  the 
houses  owned  by  her  father,  following  this  line  of 
work  until  her  death,  in  1887.  The  attendance  was 
often  from  sixty  to  seventy-five  pupils.  She  was 
a lady  of  culture  and  many  accomplishments,  and 
among  her  attainments  was  the  mastery  of  three 
languages.  She  was  greatly  beloved  and  most 
highly  respected,  for  her  kind  disposition  and  use- 
fid  life. 

(6)  Lewis  is  a resident  of  the  old  homestead. 
He  married  Miss  Harriet  Minkler,  and  has  four 
children — James,  George,  Lottie  (wife  of  George 
Acker,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.),  and  Ernest. 

(7)  Mary  M.  resides  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Choconut.  She  attended  the  schools  at  Montrose 
and  Harford,  later  graduating  from  Wyoming  Sem- 
inary, Kingston.  Her  life  was  devoted  to  educa- 
tion, and  for  many  years  she  taught  in  the  higher 
schools  of  Montrose  and  Scranton,  and  had  charge 
of  the  classical  studies  in  the  select  school  of  Choco- 
nut Valley.  In  1871  she  succeeded  her  father  in 
charge  of  the  post  office,  and  has  ever  since  been 
postmistress,  the  office  having  thus  been  continu- 
ously  in  the  family  for  a period  of  seventy  years. 
She  is  lady  of  marked  executive  ability,  possesses 
many  rare  and  refining  graces  of  character,  and  has 
won  the  hearts  and  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  her. 

(8)  Betsey  was  educated  for  the  teacher’s 
profession,  and  had  taught  for  several  terms  when 
her  untimely  death,  in  1S60,  cut  short  a promising 
and  useful  career. 
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(9)  Benjamin  moved  West,  and  for  some 
years  worked  in  the  silver  mines  of  Nevada.  Later 
he  went  to  Texas,  and  there  engaged  in  stock  raising 
until  his  death,  in  1873. 

(10)  Carrie  received  an  excellent  education  in 
the  schools  of  Montrose  and  Harford,  where  she 
made  special  preparation  for  teaching,  her  life  vo- 
cation. She  taught  a number  of  terms  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  York  State,  and  in  1868  moved 
South  for  four  years,  laboring  as  a teacher  among 
the  freedmen  of  Mississippi.  After  her  return  she 
was  engaged  with  ner  sisters  in  the  Choconut  Val- 
ley school.  She  is  a lady  of  gentleness  and  re- 
finement, whose  life  has  been  nobly  spent  in  an  un- 
selfish cause. 

Rarely  can  a family  be  found  that  has  made 
such  devoted  and  generous  contributions  to  educa- 
tion as  that  of  Lewis  Chamberlin.  Though  him- 
self ill-equipped,  perhaps,  to  cope  with  the  prob- 
lems of  higher  education,  his  mentality  was  vigor- 
ous, his  heart  was  kind  and  generous,  and  in  his 
own  line  of  effort  he  won  marked  success,  receiv- 
ing from  his  neighbors  and  friends  the  hearty  love 
and  esteem  which  was  so  justly  his.  But  to  the 
world  he  gave  a family  of  children  whose  influence 
for  the  right  and  for  progress  has  been  almost  in- 
calculable. To  each  he  gave  a liberal  education, 
and  of  the  ten  seven  became  teachers.  High  tribute 
is  due  them  for  the  unselfishness  shown  in  their 
splendid  careers,  and  the  many  hundreds  of  young 
men  and  women  to  whom  they  gave  inspiration  and 
direction  toward  the  better  life  rise  and  call  them 
blessed. 

ERASTUS  P.  BRADFORD.  The  Bradford 
family  comes  of  Puritan  stock,  and  the  subject' of 
this  sketch,  a prominent  resident  of  New  Milford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  descended  from 
the  "Mayflower”  pilgrim  of  that  name. 

I.  William  Bradford,  Sr.,  married,  June  21, 
1584,  Alice  Hanson,  daughter  of  John  Hanson,  of 
Yorkshire,  England,  and  died  July  15,  1591. 

II.  William2  Bradford,  son  of  William  and 
Alice  (Hanson)  Bradford,  was  born  in  1588  at 
Chesterfield,  baptized  March  19,  1590,  at  Chester- 
field, admitted  as  a citizen  of  Leyden  March  12, 
1612.  On  November  13,  1613,  he  married  Dorothy 
May,  and  they  had  four  children  born  in  England. 
On  September  6,  1620,  William  Bradford  embarked 
with  his  family  on  the  “Mayflower,”  bound  for 
America,  and  they  came  to  anchor  November  11, 
near  Cape  Ann.  While  the  vessel  was  lying  at 
anchor,  Dorothy,  his  wife,  was  accidentally  drowned. 
They  landed  December  21,  before  which,  on  Decem- 
ber 7,  the  Colony  was  organized,  John  Carver  be- 
ing chosen  governor.  He  died  in  1621,  and  William 
Bradford  was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  During  the 
hardships  the  Colonists  endured  from  exposure, 
want  of  food,  etc.,  three  of  the  governor’s  children 
sickened  and  died ; the  survivor,  Joseph,  was  lost 
at  sea  in  1666.  For  his  second  wife  Gov.  William 
Bradford  married,  August  14,  1623,  Widow  Alice  I 


South  worth,  who  was  born  in  1590,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Carpenter,  dwelt  at  Leyden  1612-13,  and 
married  Edward  Southworth,  by  whom  she  had 
two  children,  Constance  and  Thomas.  Edward 
Southworth  died  about  1620-21.  His  widow  em- 
barked with  her  two  children  on  board  the  “Annie,” 
arriving  in  Plymouth  about  May  1,  1623.  By  this 
union  William  Bradford  had  three  children : Will- 
iam2, Joseph2  and  Mercey2.  He  died  March  9, 

1657,  aged  sixty-nine  years;  Alice,  his  widow,  died 
March  26,  1670,  aged  eighty  years. 

III.  William2  Bradford,  born  June  17, 
1624,  married,  about  1652,  first,  Alice  Richards, 
who  was  born  in  1627,  daughter  of  Thomas  Rich- 
ards, of  Weymouth.  By  this  union  there  were  six 
children,  viz.:  John3,  born  February  20,  1653; 
Wiliam3,  born  in  1655;  Thomas3,  born  in 
1657-58;  Samuel3,  born  in  1660;  Hannah,  born 
May  9,  1662;  and  Mercey.  The  mother  of  these 
died  Ihecember  12,  1671,  aged  forty-four  years. 
William2  Bradford  was  now  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Plymouth  forces,  with  the  rank  of  major. 
He  married,  second,  about  January,  1673,  the  Widow 
Wiswell  (Wiswall),  and  by  her  had  one  son,  Jo- 
seph, bom  in  1676,  who  married  and  settled  in  Con- 
necticut. After  the  death  of  his  second  wife,  Major 
Bradford  married,  third,  the  Widow  Mary  Holmes, 
of  Duxbury,  daughter  of  Deacon  John  Wood,  of 
Plymouth,  and  they  had  six  children,  viz. : Israel, 
David,  Ephraim,  Hezekiah,  Melatiah,  and  Mary. 
Major  William  Bradford  was  assistant  treasurer 
and  deputy  governor  from  1682  to  1686.  He  died 
February  20,  1703. 

IV.  Thomas  Bradford,  born  in  1657-58,  rose 
to  the  rank  of  captain.  He  went  to  Norwich,  Conn. 
He  married,  first,  Anna  Fitch,  born  December  17, 

1658,  daughter  of  Rev.  James  Fitch,  pastor  at  Nor- 
wich (born  1622  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  died  Novem- 
ber 18,  1682,  at  Lebanon,  Conn.,  in  his  sixtieth 
year).  Thomas  Bradford  married,  second,  Anne 
Smith,  daughter  of  Rev.  Nehemiah  and  Anne 
(Bowne)  Smith,  of  New  London,  Conn.  He  died 
at  Norwich  about  1708,  leaving,  it  is  said,  one  son, 
James. 

V.  James  Bradford,  born  1684-85,  died 

March  26,  1762,  ranked  as  lieutenant.  About 

January  1,  1712,  he  was  first  married,  and  in  1713, 
in  Canterbury,  Conn.,  he  owned  covenant  with  his 
wife,  "Edith.”  On  December  7,  1724,  he  married, 
second,  Susannah  Adams.  Descendants,  born  in 
Canterbury,  Conn. : Thomas5,  born  November  14, 

1712:  John3-6,  born  in  1714;  Jerusha. 

VI.  William5  Bradford,  third  son  of  Lieut. 
James  and  Edith  Bradford,  was  born  July  1,  1718. 
In  1740  he  married,  first,  Zerviah  Lathrop ; she 
died,  one  child  also.  On  April  6,  1743,  he  married, 
second,  Mary  Cleveland,  born  June  27,  1720,  who 
died  August  6,  1765,  leaving  fourteen  children. 
She  was  the  fourth  daughter  and  sixth  child  of 
Josiah3  (Josiah2,  Moses1)  and  Abigail  (Payne) 
Cleveland. 

. VII.  John6  Bradford,  our  subject’s  grand- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


439 


father,  fourth  son  and  fifth  child  of  William  and 
Mary  (Cleveland)  Bradford,  was  born  July  27, 
1750,  in  Connecticut,  and  resided  there  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  However,  he  purchased  the  present 
site  of  Towanda,  Penn.,  with  the  intention  of  mak- 
ing his  home  there,  and  Bradford  county  was 
named  in  his  honor.  On  returning  to  Connecticut 
to  arrange  his  affairs  and  prepare  for  the  removal 
of  his  family  he  was  accidentally  killed,  being  thrown 
from  his  horse.  On  April  22,  1773,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Bond,  daughter  of  Deacon  Jonas  Bond, 
.of  Westminister,  and  they  had  seven  children:  (1) 
Jonas,  born  March  1,  1774,  died  September  28, 
x 775.  (2)  Ebenezer,  born  March  10,  1775,  died 

March  31,  1776.  (3)  Alice,  born  April  15,  1777, 

married  January  31,  1799,  James  Adams,  son  of 
James  (Sr.)  and  Jerusha  (Knight)  Adams;  she 
died  April  25,  1812.  (4)  Lydia,  born  April  9, 

1779,  married  September  15,  1805,  at  North  Ash- 
ford, now  Eastford,  Rinaldo  Burleigh,  who  was 
born  February  20,  1774,  and  died  February  10, 
1863;  she  died  February  25,  1853.  (5)  Moses, 

born  June  11,  1781,  died  May  23,  1803.  (6)  Capt. 

William  is  mentioned  below.  (7)  Luther,  born 
July  17,  1786,  married,  February  11,  1821,  Clarissa 
Fuller,  daughter  of  Deacon  Giles  Fuller,  of  Hamp- 
ton, Conn.,  and  died  February  5,  1858. 

VIII.  Capt.  William  Bradford,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  September  28,  1783,  in  Windham 
county,  Conn.,  and  came  to  this  section  in  1837, 
locating  upon  a tract  of  100  acres  at  our  subject's 
present  homestead.  In  the  fall  of  1838  lie  returned 
to  Connecticut,  and  on  coming  back  he  built  a sub- 
stantial log  cabin  upon  the  place,  residing  therein 
about  two"  years.  His  wife  joined  him  in  1840, 
and  in  that  year  he  built  a part  of  our  subject's 
present  residence,  lately  remodeled  and  enlarged. 
By  occupation  he  was  a cooper,  but  after  following 
this  trade  for  a time  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
gained  his  title  by  service  as  a captain  during  the 
war  of  1812,  and  as  a citizen  he  was  much  esteemed, 
being  active  in  local  affairs  and  in  the  work  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  died  May  4,  1867,  his 
remains  being  interred  in  Blaisdell  cemetery.  On 
December  13.  1804,  he  was  married  to  Mehitabel 
Parish,  who  was  born  September  7,  1784-  f*rst 
daughter  of  Major  Royal  Parish,  and  died  March 
4,  1810.  On  November  13,  1810,  Capt.  Bradford 
married  her  sister,  Zerviah,  who  was  born  beb- 
ruary  16,  1788,  and  died  September  1,  1869.  By 
his  first  marriage  he  had  two  children,  namely: 
Caroline,  who  was  born  July  13*  1806,  and  died  in 
Connecticut  August  23,  1848.  unmarried;  and  Ann 
S.,  born  March  3,  1808,  who  married  Nathaniel 
Neff,  and  died  in  Connecticut  December  14,  1833. 
By  the  second  marriage  there  were  six  children, 
as  follows:  Mehitabel  I.,  born  October  28,  1812, 

who  died  January  15,  1825;  Harriet  N.,  born  July 
7,  1814,  who  died  March  25,  1832;  Lydia,  born 
February  15,  1816,  who  married  J.  F.  Adams,  and 
died  October  7,  1863 ; John  W.  H.,  born  September 
17,  1818,  who  died  January  12,  1899;  Lucy  L.,  born 


September  13,  1819,  who  married  Jonas  Horner, 
and  died  December  11,  1881;  and  Frastus  P.,  our 
subject. 

Erastus  P.  Bradford  was  born  September  29, 
1827,  in  Windham  county,  Conn.,  and  first  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  1838  with  his  father.  As 
a boy  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
which  he  followed  for  some  time  in  Providence, 
R.  1.,  and  elsewhere.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
went  to  Connecticut,  in  1847  returning  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  entering  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  Co.,  as  bridge  builder,  continuing  two 
years.  Since  that  time  he  has  carried  on  an  inde- 
pendent business  as  a carpenter,  his  work  keeping- 
several  hands  employed  at  times,  and  he  has  also 
given  much  attention  to  the  management  of  the 
homestead.  In  politics  he  is  a strong  Democrat, 
and  has  frequently  been  called  upon  to  fill  local 
offices,  having  served  three  years  as  school  di- 
rector, one  year  as  assessor,  and  three  as  auditor. 

On  February  23,  1854,  Mr.  Bradford  was  mar- 
ried, at  Jackson,  to  Miss  Malinda  E.  Tyler,  who 
was  born  in  Susquehanna  county  February  25, 
1834,  a daughter  of  George  and  Hannah  fyler. 
She  died  May  3,  1868,  and  her  remains  now  rest 
in  Jackson  cemetery.  The  only  child  of  this  union, 
Miss  Mary  Bradford,  is  a leading  dressmaker  in 
New  Milford.  On  February  22,  1869,  Mr.  Brad- 
ford was  married,  in  Jackson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  to  Miss  Hanna  M.  Galloway,  by 
whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Miss  Lydia,  now  at 
home.  Mrs.  Hanna  M.  (Galloway)  Bradford  was 
born  December  28,  1846,  in  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  In  the  paternal  line  she  can 
trace  her  descent  from  a noble  Scottish  family,  and 
her  grandparents,  John  and  Ann  (Silvers)  Gallo- 
way, were  both  natives  of  Scotland.  They  came  to 
America  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Philadelphia, 
where  the  grandfather  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cutlery,  in  which  he  was  an  expert. 
Theodore  Galloway,  Mrs.  Bradford’s  father,  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  and,  as  his  parents  died  dur- 
ing his  youth,  he  came  to  this  section  to  make  a 
home  for  himself,  locating  first  in  Damascus  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  later  in  Jackson  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  He  followed  farming  all  his 
life,  and  was  an  excellent  citizen,  holding  numerous 
township  offices,  and  his  interest  in  educational 
affairs  was  shown  by  service  as  a school  director. 
In  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  were  Methodists. 
He  married  Betsey  Northrup,  a native  of  Bridge- 
water  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Nathan  and  Jane  Northrup.  She  died  in 
1861,  aged  thirty-seven,  and  he  died  July  6,  1880, 
at  the  age  of  sixty  years;  the  remains  of  both  being 
buried  in  Blaisdell's  cemetery.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Emma  J.,  widow  of  Whitmore 

Dikeman,  of  Peckville,  Penn. ; Hanna  M.,  Mrs. 
Bradford;  Edwin  T.,  a merchant  and  coal  dealer 
at  Rutherford,  N.  J. ; Stephen  E.,  a lumberman  at 
Pleasant  Hill,  La.;  Franklin  P.,  of  Kingsland,  N. 
J.,  a machinist  for  a railway  company;  Oliver  C., 
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who  occupied  the  old  homestead  in  Jackson  town- 
ship ; and  Eliza  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years. 

TIFFANY  FAMILY.  In  the  history  of  Sus- 
quehanna county  there  has  been  no  family,  perhaps, 
more  prominent  in  its  early  development  than  the 
Tiffanys. 

Flosea  Tiffany  was  at  the  head  of  the  “Nine 
Partners”  settlement  in  Ffarford  township,  and  the 
descendants  of  himself  and  of  his  brothers  and 
sisters  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  generation  have 
proved  worthy  children  of  a noble  and  enterprising 
ancestry.  The  family  in  Susquehanna  county  are 
the  descendants  of  John  and  Deliverance  (Parm- 
enter)  Tiffany,  prominent  settlers  at  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  where  they  lived  and  died.  They  reared  a 
family  of  sons  and  daughters  who  were  inspired 
with  patriotism,  devotion,  and  aggressive  achieve- 
ment. The  sons  all  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  became  noted  pioneers  in  the  spread  of  civiliza- 
tion westward  from  New  England  centers.  The 
daughters  became  noble  pioneer  women.  John 
Tiffany  died  at  Attleboro  in  1788.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  in  1718,  died  in  1798.  Their  sons  were 
Capt.  John,  Zachariah,  Ezra,  Noah,  Hosea  and 
Thomas ; their  daughters  were  Patty,  Esther  and 
Anna.  Capt.  John  Tiffany,  in  February,  1792,  was 
on  his  wav  from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  to  the  Nine 
Partners,  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
with  his  wife  and  children;  stopping  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  he  was  so  well 
pleased  with  the  locality  that  he  settled  there.  His 
wife  was  a descendant  of  the  Douglas  family  of 
Scotland.  They  had  six  children.  Chandler,  John, 
Fanny,  Gardner,  Leonard  and  Ruth.  The  many  de- 
scendants of  Capt.  John  Tiffany  are  among  the 
most  wealthy  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township.  Zachariah  and  Ezra,  sons  of  John 
Tiffany,  settled  in  New  York.  Noah,  Flosea  and 
Thomas  settled  in  Susquehanna.  Patty  married 
Thomas  Wilmarth,  Sr.,  in  Massachusetts,  and  with 
her  children  came  to  Harford  township ; Esther 
married  Caleb  Richardson,  one  of  the  Nine  Partners 
of  Harford  township;  and  Anna  married  John  Stan- 
ley, the  father  of  Dexter  Stanley,  of  Harford. 

Hosea  Tiffany  -was  the  first  settler  of  the 
name  in  Susquehanna  county.  In  the  winter  of 
1789  nine  young  men  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  finding 
at  home  an  inadequate  amount  of  land,  decided  to 
migrate  in  a body  to  Western  homes.  Three  were 
married,  and,  of  the  nine,  Hosea  Tiffany  was  the 
only  one  over  thirty  years  of  age.  They  left  Attle- 
boro in  the  spring  of  1790,  in  doubt  of  their  final 
destination,  finally  purchasing  a tract  four  miles 
long  and  one  mile  wdde  in  Harford  township,  for 
£1,198.  It  was  apportioned,  the  young  farmers 
returned  to  Attleboro  to  harvest  their  crops,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1791  most  of  them  migrated  perma- 
nently to  the  settlement.  Hosea  Tiffany  came  back 
in.  the  spring  of  1791,  sowed  crops  of  rye  and  wheat, 


and  brought  his  family  in  the  spring  of  1792,  ar~ 
riving  by  ox-team  in  March,  with  Robert  Follet  and 
family.  Their  wives  were  the  first  white  women  to 
reach  the  settlement.  Hosea  Tiffany  had  one  of  the 
two  center  lots,  near  the  nearest  village  at  Harford. 
The  settlement  was  then  part  of  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.,  and  Hosea  Tiffany  became  one  of  its  promin- 
ent citizens.  He  was  a county  commissioner,  and  in 
1799  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace,  the  com- 
mission continuing  until  Susquehanna  was  set  off, 
in  1812.  He  had  married,  in  Massachusetts,  Nancy 
Wilmarth,  and  their  children  were:  (1)  Nancy 
married  Capt.  Aschel  Sweet.  (2)  Hosea,  Jr.,  who 
married  Polly  Sweet,  was  county  commissioner  two 
terms,  and  lived  on  a farm  below  Harford,  his  son 
William  C.  succeeding  him  on  the  homestead  and 
serving  several  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace.  (3) 
Amos,  who  lived  on  the  old  homestead,  commenced 
tavern-keeping  as  early  as  1817,  and  built  the  “Gow 
House;”  he  married  Rachel  Tiffany,  a second  cous- 
in, and  their  children  were  Virgil,  Angeline,  Amos 
V.,  and  Vester. 

Noah  Tiffany  (brother  of  Hosea,  a member  of 
the  Nine  Partners)  also  settled  in  Susquehanna 
county.  He  died  in  July,  1818,  in  Brooklyn. 

Thomas  Tiffany,  the  third  brother  to  become 
a settler  of  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  at  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  May  31,  1756,  and  died  May  1 2,  1835. 
In  Massachusetts  he  married  Melitiah  Tingley,  who 
was  born  October  5,  1762,  and  died  May  5,  1835, 
a sister  of  Elkanah  Tingley.  His  wife  and  children 
came  from  Attleboro  and  joined  the  Nine  Partners 
settlement,  locating  on  a lot  in  the  extreme  south- 
west corner  of  the  settlement,  and  remaining  there 
through  life.  He  was  commissioned  a justice  of  the 
peace  in  1799,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
settlers  of  the  township.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  (1)  Lorinda,  born  Januarv  31,  1780;  (2) 

Alfred,  born  December  22,  1781,  died  February  26, 
i860;  (3)  Thomas,  Jr.,  born  February  15,  1784, 
died  May  7,  1848;  (4)  Peletiah,  born  September 
12,  1786;  (5)  Tingley,  born  October  28,  1788,  died 
December  15,  1866;  (6)  Dalton,  born  January  10, 
1791,  died  June  9,  1867;  (7)  Lewis,  born  May  21, 
1:793,  died  January  20,  i860;  (8)  Preston,  born 
April  20,  1795,  died  October  23,  1876;  (9)  Milton, 
born  September  5,  1797,  died  February  4,  1799; 
(10)  Betsey,  born  September  17,  1799,  died  No- 
vember 27,  1829;  ( 1 1 ) Mela,  born  March  14,  1802, 
died  September  27,  1866;  and  (12)  Orville,  born 
December  8,  1805,  died  April  27,  1876.  The  parents 
rest  in  Harford  cemetery. 

( 1 ) Lorinda  Tiffany,  the  eldest  child  of  Thomas 
and  Melitiah  Tiffany,  married  Noah  Potter,  of 
Gibson,  eldest  child  of  Capt.  Jeseph  and  Lois  Pot- 
ter, who  settled  in  Gibson  in  1792,  coming  from 
Pittsfield,  Mass.  Joseph  Potter  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  in  1798  was  commissioned,  by  Gov. 
Mifflin  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a captain  of  militia. 
Noah  Potter  died  in  Illinois. 

(2)  Alfred  Tiffany  settled  and  lived  until  his 
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death  on  a farm  in  Brooklyn  township,  now  owned 
by  his  grandson,  E.  M.  Tiffany,  on  the  old  State  road 
near  Kingsley  station  of  the  D.  L.  & W.  road.  He 
was  married  three  times,  first  wedding,  at  Salem, 
Penn.,  January  26,  1806,  Lucy  Miller,  who  was  born 
a1-  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  July  24,  1784,  and  died 
April  14,  1817.  By  this  marriage  he  had  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Cynthia,  born  in  Brooklyn  township 
July  22,  1806,  married  Ely  Butler  Goodrich,  and  died 
July  20,  1848:  Anson,  born  January  22,  1808,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Bloomfield  Milbourne,  and  died  March 
14,  1881  ; Clarissa,  born  October  24,  1809,  mar- 
ried Walter  Follett,  and  died  in  1893  ; Nelson,  born 
September  17,  1811,  married  Permelia  E.  Whitney, 
and  died  August  17,  1855;  Lucy  E.,  born  June  27, 
1813,  married  Jonas  Adams,  and  died  May  17,  1871  ; 
Alfred  J.,  born  December  28,  1815.  For  his  second 
wife  Alfred  Tiffany  married,  in  Brooklyn,  Penn., 
February  11,  1818,  Fanny  Mack,  who  was  born  at 
Lyme,  Conn.,  April  11,  1798.  Bv  this  marriage  he 
had  thirteen  children,  as  follows : Lvdia  A.,  born 
September  15,  1818,  married  Elias  N.  Carpenter,  and 
died  in  1896;  Joseph  L.,  born  January  5,  1820,  died 
April  2,  1826:  Charles  H.,  born  December  18,  1821, 
married  Emeline  Oakley,  and  died  May  30,  1895  1 
Hannah  E.,born  December  26, 1823, married  Stephen 
E.  Carpenter,  anddied  Tune  14, 1872  ; Fanny  M.,born 
October  22,  1823,  married  Jackson  Tingley,  and 
died  August  23.  1879 ; Edwin  Mack,  born  April  22, 
1828,  married  Nancv  M.  Lindsey,  and  died  Septem- 
ber, i88q;  Betsey  N.,  born  April  19,  1830,  married 
Horace  M.  Rice,  and  died  October  26,  1873:  Will- 
iam H.,  born  May  9,  T832,  married  Eva  Van  Bus- 
kirk  and  is  a farmer,  merchant  and  miller  at  Alford, 
Penn  • Sarah  M.,  born  April  iq,  1834,  married 
George  J.  Benjamin,  and  died  at  Chicago,  111., 
March  T2,  1879:  Marvin  L.,  born  March  23,  1836, 
married  Lucy  A.  Roner,  and  died  January  21,  1892: 
Franklin  E.,  born  August  3,  1838,  married  Emma 
I.  Parrish  (he  is  a retired  miner  at  Nicholson, 
Penn.)  : Harriet  Adelaide,  born  March  5,  1842.  is 
the  widow  of  Homer  Tingley:  Newell  W.,  born 
August  11,  1844,  married  Lizzie  Bedell,  and  is  a 
carpenter  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  For  his  third 
wife  Alfred  Tiffany  married,  at  Lenox,  Penn., 
Patience  Vance,  who  was  born  at  Windsor,  N.  Y.. 
October  4,  1704, -and  died  July  12,  1869.  Alfred 
Tiffany  died  February  26,  i860,  and  with  his  three 
wives  is  buried  in  the  village  cemetery  at  Harford, 
Pennsylvania. 

(3)  Thomas  Tiffany  located  north  of  the  Nine 
Partners  settlement,  about  one  mile  from  Kingsley 
station,  where  he  remained  through  life,  dying  May 
7,  1848.  He  was  married  three  times.  By  his  first 
wife,  Chloe,  daughter  of  Elkanah  Tingley,  he  had 
three  children:  Alson,  born  in  1806,  a prominent 
settler  of  Lenox  township,  who  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six  years,  his  heart  fired  with  patriotism,  enlisted, 
February  21,  1862,  ill  Company  A,  107th  P.  V.  I., 
and  served  at  the  front  until  honorably  discharged 
for  disability,  in  April,  1863,  and  whose  descendants 


are  honored  settlers  of  Lenox ; Priscilla,  who  mar- 
ried Roswell  Barnes,  of  Gibson ; and  Milton,  who 
settled  in  Lenox,  but  died  near  Tunkhannock.  By 
his  second  wife,  Ruth  Truesdell,  Thomas  Tiffany 
had  one  child,  Chloe,  who  married  William  Tripp,  of 
Harford,  and  whose  only  son  was  killed  at  Freder- 
icksburg. By  his  third  wife,  Esther  Williams, 
Thomas  Tiffany  had  two  children — Thomas  Will- 
iams, who  died  on  the  old  homestead,  October  15, 
1884;  and  Esther,  who  married  Alfred  Barnard,  of 
Plarford,  and  died  March  27,  1885. 

(4)  Peletiah  Tiffany  settled  in  Brooklyn,  and 
died  at  the  Center ; had  six  children. 

(5)  Tingley  Tiffany  married  Achsah  T.  Car- 
penter, daughter  of  Ohadiah  and  Mercy  (Tyler) 
Carpenter,  and  settled  in  Harford.  Lie  was  a farm- 
er and  carpenter  through  life,  and  lived  to  the  age 
of  seventy-eight  years.  During  the  war  of  1812 
he  served  as  a substitute  in  Col.  Fred  Bailey’s  regi- 
ment. His  children  were  Edwin  T.,  mentioned  be- 
low; Cynthia,  who  married  Wells  Butler  and 
moved  to  Pittsfield,  111. ; and  Achsah  M.,j  who  was 
born  March  21,  1829,  and  died,  unmarried,  in  1880. 

(6)  Dalton  Tiffany  resided  near  the  home- 
stead in  Harford.  He  married  Lucretia,  daughter 
of  Capt.  John  Potter,  of  Gibson,  and  they  had  six 
children:  Lucretia  P.,  born  in  1817;  Dalton  P.,  1820; 
Lois  G.,  1823;  Joseph  T.,  1826;  Orlando  C.,  1829; 
and  Clarinda,  1832. 

(7)  Lewis  Tiffany  lived  in  Harford  township 
adjoining  the  farm  of  his  brother  Thomas.  He 
married  Elizabeth  McMillan,  and  their  children 
were:  Daniel  M.,  born  in  1817;  Nancy  L.,  1820; 
John  L..  1822;  Lucy  E.,  1824;  Ellen  C.,  1832;  Sally 
M.,  1827. 

(8)  Preston  Tiffany  located  on  Meshoppen 
creek,  in  Dimock  township.  He  married  (first) 
Eliza  Mack,  and  (second)  Abiel  Truesdal,  and  had 
six  children. 

(9)  Milton  Tiffany,  born  September  5,  1797, 
died  February  4,  1799. 

(10)  Betsey  Tiffany  married  Nathaniel  Norris, 
a pioneer  of  Jackson  township.  Their  children  were : 
Thomas  J.,born  in  1820;  and  Amasa  C.,born  in  1826. 

(11)  Mela  (or  Millie)  Tiffany  married  Calvin 
Corse,  of  Jackson  township,  son  of  Rufus  Corse,  of 
Dover,  Vt.,  and  a pioneer  of  Susquehanna  county. 
They  had  seven  children. 

(12)  Orville,  the  youngest,  settled  in  Nicholson 
township,  Wyoming  county,  where  he  died.  He 
married  Polly  Marcey,  and  they  had  seven  children. 

Edwin  T.  Tiffany  is  a retired  merchant  of 
Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  in  which  township 
he  was  born  June  17,  1821.  His  father,  Tingley 
Tiffany,  was  born  October  28,  1778,  in  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  son  of  Thomas  and  Melitiah  Tiffany,  who 
were  residents  of  that  place.  They  settled  in  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1794,  bringing  their  son,  then  a 
child  of  six  years,  with'  them. 

Tingley  Tiffany  married  Achsah  Carpenter, 
who,  like  her  husband,  was  a native  of  Attleboro, 


442 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Mass.,  born  March  9,  1799.  She  died  July  9,  1868, 
and  is  buried  at  Harford.  Her  family  removed  to 
Susquehannna  county  in  1800,  bringing  the  little 
infant  with  them.  Both  her  father  and  grandfa- 
ther were  named  Obadiah,  and  both  were  farm- 
ers. Her  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Mercy  Tyler. 
Tingley  Tiffany  was  a farmer  and  carpenter,  and 
was  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  where  he 
lived.  He  filled  the  offices  of  constable  and  collector. 
His  death  occurred  December  15,  1866,  when  he 
was  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
By  his  marriage  to  Achsah  Carpenter  he  had  three 
children,  of  whom  Edwin  T.  is  the  only  son ; Cyn- 
thia, born  October  17,  1826,  married  Wells  Butler, 
who  is  now  deceased,  and  she  resides  at  Pittsfield, 
111.;  Achsah  M.,  born  March  21,  1829,  died,  un- 
married, April  21,  1880. 

Until  lie  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years 
Edwin  T.  Tiffany  worked  as  a hand  upon  his  fa- 
ther’s farm,  and  then  assumed  the  active  manage- 
ment of  the  property,  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully for  eleven  years.  He  attended  the  neighbor- 
ing public  schools  and,  for  a short  time,  Franklin 
Academy.  When  about  eighteen  he  commenced 
to  teach  school,  engaging  in  that  profession  during 
the  winter  months  for  some  twelve  years,  receiving 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  dollars  per  month,  and 
“boarding”  himself.  Growing  weary  of  farm  life, 
he  accepted  a clerical  position  in  the  store  of  Penuel 
Carpenter,  and  after  four  years  embarked  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  with  a cash  capital  of  five  dollars, 
but  a splendid  credit.  For  twenty-five  years  he  car- 
ried on  a remunerative  trade,  and  in  1885  he  de- 
termined to  retire,  turning  over  his  business  to  his 
sons,  who,  in  turn,  disposed  of  it  five  years  later. 
The  high  place  which  he  holds  in  the  regard  of  the 
citizens  of  Harford  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
for  nine  years  he  held  the  office  of  school  director, 
and  for  six  years  that  of  treasurer,  while  for  the 
past  five  years  he  has  been  township  clerk.  For 
twenty  years  he  filled  the  position  of  postmaster 
at  Harford,  having  been  first  appointed  in  1863,  by 
President  Lincoln.  He  was  relieved  by  President 
Johnson,  reinstated  by  Grant,  and  continued  in  office 
until  Cleveland’s  administration.  In  politics  Mr. 
Tiffany  is  a Republican,  in  religious  faith  a Con- 
gregationalist,  having  been  a deacon  in  that  Church 
for  thirty-three  years. 

On  March  19,  1845,  . Mr.  Tiffany  was  married, 
at  Harford,  to  Miss  Margaret  Har'denbrook,  who 
bore  him  three  children — Henry  J.,  Clara  M.  and  A. 
Lee.  Henry  was  born  June  15,  1847,  Harford, 
Penn.,  and  married  Miss  Maggie  Gillespie.  Clara 
M.  was  born  June  27,  1849.  A-  Lee  was  born  May 
7,  1851,  and  is  at  present  manager  for  the  Grand 
Union  Tea  Co.,  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  He  married 
Miss  Ida  M.  Crandall,  and  has  one  son,  Ralph  D. 
While  in  Harford  A.  Lee  Tiffany  was  prominent 
in  the  ranks  of  the  younger  Republicans,  and  served 
as  postmaster  at  Harford  for  four  years.  He  was 
secretary'  of  the  Harford  Agricultural  Society  for 
sixteen  years. 


Mrs.  Tiffany  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
March  1 1 , 1822,  daughter  of  David  Harden- 

brook,  an  old  and  respected  resident  of  that  locality. 
She  died  at  Harford  May  4,  1897,  and  rests  in  the 
cemetery  there.  Mr.  Tiffany  survives  her,  with  his 
physical  powers  well-preserved  and  his  mental  fac- 
ulties alert  and  keen ; serene  in  the  recollection  of  a 
well-spent  life,  and  hopefully  looking  forward  with 
Christian  faith,  he  awaits  the  last  call  without  regret 
and  without  dread. 

S.  S.  SIMMONS,  M.  D.  The  medical  frater- 
nity of  this  section  boasts  man}'  able  and  earnest 
workers,  but  there  are  few  who  have  made  the  wide 
preparation  for  practice  which  was  secured  by  this 
well-known  physician  and  surgeon  of  Susquehanna. 
Beginning  his  career  a?  a graduate  Of  an  Allopathic 
College,  his  progressive  mind  led  him  to  a careful 
study  of  the  theories  of  the  Eclectic  and  Homeo- 
pathic schools,  with  the  result  that  he  became  a de- 
voted disciple  of  Hahnemann.  He  possesses  the 
true  scientific  spirit,  and  in  the  course  of  his  years  of 
practice  has  gained  a valuable  store  of  knowledge, 
and  a rare  degree  of  skill  in  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  the  principles  of  medical  science. 

The  Doctor  was  born  July  4,  1835,  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  of  good  old  Yankee  lineage.  His 
grandfather,  Henry  Simmons,  married  Mary  Jos- 
lin,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  both  died  in  Rhode 
Island.  They  had  two  children:  Ira,  our  subject’s 
father,  and  Samuel,  who  died  while  serving  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 

Ira  Simmons,  the  Doctor's  father,  was  born  in 
1808,  and  became  a contractor  and  builder  by  oc- 
cupation. In  religious  faith  he  was  a Universalist, 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rebecca  Bar- 
ton, was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  died 
in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1848,  from  typhus  fever,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1810,  died  within  fifteen 
days  of  his  death,  from  the  same  disease. 

The  Doctor  was  the  only  child  of  this  worthy 
couple,  and  their  early  death  left  him  entirely  alone 
in  the  world.  Notwithstanding  the  discouragements 
of  povertv  he  determined  to  acquire  an  education, 
and ' bravely  made  his  way  through  an  extended 
course,  graduating  from  the  Literary  Institution 
at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  with  the  degrees  of  A.  M.  and 
C.  E.  He  began  his  medical  studies  with  Dr. 
Briggs,  of  Albany,  and  later  attended  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  where 
lie  was  graduated  in  i860.  For  one  year  he  prac- 
ticed Allopathy  at  Albany,  and  in  1861  he  was  com- 
missioned assistant  surgeon  in  the  United  States 
army  bv  Gov.  Morgan,  of  New  York,  after  two 
years  receiving  promotion  to  surgeon,  with  the 
rank  of  major,  serving  until  1865.  He  was  in  the 
1st  Division,  1st  Brigade,  McDowell  Corps,  and 
was  with  the  35th  N.  Y.  V.  I.  at  Falls  Church,  Ya. 
Under  Gen.  Pope  he  saw  service  at  Rappahannock 
Station,  Second  Battle  of  Bull  Run,  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietam,  and  Fredericksburg.  He  then 
served  in  different  hospitals  for  a time,  and  in  1865 
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joined  Grant's  army,  and  was  in  Richmond  when 
President  Lincoln  made  his  memorable  visit  there. 
Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Albany 
and  resumed  liis  practice,  but  in  1867  he  entered 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  New  York  City,  for 
a course  of  study.  In  1869  he  entered  Hahnemann 
College,  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1870,  and  he  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  Homeopathy.  He  first  located  in 
Carbondale,  but  in  1880  settled  in  Susquehanna, 
where  he  has  met  with  gratifying  recognition. 

In  1867  Dr.  Simmons  married  Miss  Mary  Wil- 
kins, of  Vermont,  a highly  accomplished  lady.  They 
are  popular  in  social  life,  and  he  belongs  to  various 
fraternal  orders.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican. His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

ALONZO  F.  LACEY,  general  merchant  and 
postmaster  at  West  Auburn,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  one  of  the  best-known  men  in  his  part  of  the 
county,  and  belongs  to  a family  which  has  for 
many  years  been  identified  with  the  history  and 
best  interests  of  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming  coun- 
ties. He  comes  of  old  Connecticut  stock,  and  his 
great-great-grandfather,  Ebenezer  Lacey,  came  from 
that  State  to  Pennsylvania  in  an  early  day,  settling 
with  his  family  in  Braintrim  township,  Luzerne 
county,  which  subsequently  became  a part  of  Wyo- 
ming county,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life. 

Isaac  Lacey,  son  of  Ebenezer  Lacey,  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  came  to  Pennsylvania  with  the  fam- 
ily, and  settled  on  the  present  site  of  Lacevville, 
Wyoming  county,  which  is  now  a village  of  500 
people,  with  two  Churches,  two  hotels,  eight  stores, 
etc.  He  learned  the  weaver’s  trade  in  early  life, 
and  followed  same  in  Connecticut,  but  after  set- 
tling in  Wyoming  county  he  took  up  farming,  and 
though  he  started  with  little  prospect  of  making 
more  than  a living  he  became  one  of  the  well-to-do 
men  of  his  section,  carrying  on  agriculture  on  an 
extensive  scale  for  years.  He  gave  each  of  his  chil- 
dren a farm  comprising  100  acres  or  more.  The 
family  was  as  follows : Ebenezer.  Daniel,  Isaac, 

David,  John,  Henry,  Gedida  (Mrs.  William  Camp), 
Polly  (Mrs.  Isaac  Camp),  and  Lydia  (Mrs.  Paul 
Overfield),  all  now  deceased. 

David  Lacey  was  horn  in  Braintrim  in  I797> 
and  remained  at  home  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
when  he  was  bound  out  to  learn  the  shoemaker  s 
trade.  He  did  not  follow  it  long,  however,  for  he 
took  up  farming  and  lumbering  in  early  manhood, 
and  later  engaged  in  carpentering  and  operated  saw- 
mills in  Wyoming  county,  becoming  a prosperous 
business  man.  He  married  Miss  Ruth  Lake,  also  of 
Braintrim  township,  Wyoming  countv,  who  was 
the  daughter  of  Davis  and  Anna  (Sturtevant) 
Lake,  farming  people,  early  settlers  of  V yoming 
county,  coming  from  Connecticut.  She  was  one 
of  a family  of  nine  children,  all  now  deceased, 
namely:  Electa  (Mrs.  Miles  Coburn),  Laura  (Mrs. 


Nathaniel  Avrillis),  Amanda  (Mrs.  James  Coburn), 
David,  Samuel,  William,  Henry,  Isaac  and  Ruth. 
David  and  Ruth  Lacey  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty in  1856,  making  a permanent  home  in  Auburn 
township,  where  he  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years,  she  in  18C5,  at  the  same  age;  they 
were  buried  in  West  Auburn.  In  religious  connec- 
tion they  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  Lacey  held  the  office  of  deacon.  Of  their 
children,  Edwin  J.  will  be  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low. Hiram,  a carpenter  by  trade,  is  now  living  re- 
tired in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; he  was  first  married 
to  Orelia  Rugg,  and  later  to  Matilda  Fish.  Ann, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  D.  H.  Rugg.  Miles  C. 
died  in  Kansas  in  1897;  he  married  for  his  first  wife 
Ellen  Peet,  and  for  his  second  Bettie  Morley.  James 
died  in  infancy.  James  (2)  is  a mechanic,  and 
makes  his  home  in  Binghamton ; his  first  wife  was 
Nancy  Butler,  his  second  Kate  Benjamin.  Truman 
I.,  an  architect,  also  resides  in  Binghamton;  he  was 
first  quarried  to  Julia  Gaylord,  and  afterward  to 
Carrie  Birch.  John  R.,  deceased,  was  a resident  of 
Laceyville ; he  married  Ann  Peet.  Dora  married 
Walter  Simpson,  now  a retired  farmer  of  Great 
Bend,  Penn. ; he  was  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war. 

Edwin  Jackson  Lacey,  best  known  as  “ ’Squire 
Lacey,”  was  born  May  4,  1819,  in  Braintrim  town- 
ship, Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood,  living  with  his  parents  on  the  home 
farm  up  to  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  during 
his  boyhood  attending  the  public  schools  of  the 
vicinity.  After  leaving  home  he  lived  in  Lacey- 
ville for  six  years,  putting  up  a house  and  carrying 
on  a general  wagon  works  and  repair  shop.  In 
1844  he  came  to  West  Auburn,  where  he  followed 
farming  for  two  years,  also  erecting  a building  for 
a wagon  manufacturing  and  repairing  business,  and 
in  addition  he  engaged  in  cabinet  making,  manufac- 
turing furniture  and  chairs.  His  wagon  factory 
is  still  in  operation,  being  conducted  by  one  of  his 
sons  and  a grandson.  Mr.  Lacey  has  been  one  of 
the  most  active  business  men  in  this  section  of  the 
county,  where  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known, 
and  he  has  acquired  a handsome  competence  by  his 
own  efforts,  for  he  has  been  an  incessant  worker. 
At  present  he  has  an  apiary  at  West  Auburn,  which 
he  has  managed  with  the  same  success  which  has 
attended  all  his  enterprises.  He  also  fills  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  which  he  has  held  continu- 
ously for  thirty-five  years,  an  evidence  of  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  man  in  the  county  is  more 
deeply  respected  for  his  many  sterling  traits  of 
character  than  ’Squire  Lacey.  He  is  liberal  in  re- 
ligious matters.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, originally  a Whig,  casting  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  W.  H.  Harrison. 

On  December  11,  1839,  Edwin  J.  Lacey  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Middletown,  Susquehanna 
county,  with  Miss  Sarah  M.  Brand,  daughter  of 
Rev.  William  Brand,  a minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  who  came  from  England,  his  native  conn- 
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try,  in  1830,  settling  at  Montrose,  Penn.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  children : Mary'  J.,  who  mar- 
ried William  Peet,  a farmer  and  dairyman  of  Brad- 
ford county,  Penn.,  and  Alonzo  F.,  the  subject 
proper  of  these  lines.  Mrs.  Lacey  passed  away  in 
June,  1842,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-three  years, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  at  Laceyville.  On  April  2, 
1844,  Mr.  Lacey  was  married,  at  Laceyville,  to 
Miss  Ruth  Ann  Sage,  by  whom  he  had  four  children, 
viz.:  Leroy  B.,  who  is  an  undertaker  at  West 

Auburn;  A.  Bradley,  a merchant  of  West  Auburn; 
Gertrude  L.,  who  first  married  E.  Tenny  Cogs- 
well, and  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  J.  Brand,  a 
school  teacher,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Hattie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  The  mother  of 
these  was  born  in  Guilford,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  died  January  27,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years;  her  remains  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  West 
Auburn.  Her  parents  were  Connecticut  people. 
’Squire  Lacey’s  home  is  at  West  Auburn. 

Alonzo  F.  Lacey  was  born  April  17,  1842,  at 
Laceyville,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  received  a 'good 
common-school  education,  and  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  his  majority,  working  with  his  fa- 
ther in  the  furniture  and  wagon  business.  For  the 
next  four  years  he  carried  on  a similar  establishment 
at  West  Auburn  in  partnership  with  his  uncle, 
Miles  Lacey,  and  then  for  one  year  he  was  engaged 
in  a shingle  mill.  He  also  spent  one  year  in  the 
photograph  business,  but  since  February,  1872,  he 
has  given  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention 
to  his  general  mercantile  business,  which  has  now 
reached  comfortable  proportions.  Mr.  Lacey  has 
made  a success  of  his  establishment  by  courteous 
attention  to  the  wants  of  his  customers,  keeping 
abreast  of  the  demands  of  his  patrons,  and  by  hon- 
esty and  uprightness  in  all  his  transactions,  great 
or  small.  He  has  been  tendered  office  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  but  he  has  preferred  to  devote  him- 
self to  his  private  affairs,  though  he  takes  the  inter- 
est in  the  public  welfare  and  advancement  which 
every  loyal  and  progressive  citizen  must  feel.  He 
received  his  first  appointment  to  the  office  of  post- 
master in  1874,  holding  the  position  until  Cleveland’s 
administration,  and  subsequently  receiving  reap- 
pointment. It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  he  is 
a stanch  Republican  in  political  faith,  and  he  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  party.  Mr.  Lacey 
is  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  of  which  he 
has  so  long  been  a resident,  and  is  regarded  as  one 
of  her  most  valuable  citizens. 

Alonzo  F.  Lacey  was  married,  at  Herrickville, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  in  September,  1863,  to  Miss 
Philena  A.  Bolles,  who  was  born  February  22,  1842, 
in  Jessuo  township,  Susquehanna  county,  daughter 
of  Abel  and  Anna  ( Stevens')  Bolles,  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children,  of  whom 
Anda,  born  November  26,  1865,  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years.  Elmer,  born  January  31,  1870,  is  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  is  at  present  in  partnership 
with  his  father;  he  married  Miss  Mary  Titman, 
daughter  of  Hon.  D.  C.  Titman,  of  Montrose,  Penn., 


and  they  have  four  children — Arthur  T.,  Margaret 
and  Mildred,  twins,  and  a daughter  born  January 
2,  1900. 

ADEN  R.  BOLLES,  for  many  years  a pros- 
perous general  farmer  of  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  September  15,  1829,  in 
Jessup  township,  same  county,  son  of  Abel  and 
Anna  (Stevens)  Bolles,  and  died  July  31,  1899;  he 
was  buried  at  East  Herrick,  Pennsylvania. 

Abel  Bolles  was  born  December  14,  1796,  in 
Gales  Ferry,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  son  of  Rob- 
inson and  Hannah  (Stoddard)  Bolles,  of  New 
London,  who  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  1810,  set- 
tling in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county.  On 
September  4,  1827,  he  married  Miss  Anna  Stevens, 
who  was  born  March  2,  1801,  in  Stevensville,  Brad- 
ford Co.,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Aden  and  Annis 
(Warner)  Stevens,  farming  people,  who  came  from 
their  Connecticut  home  in  1800  and  settled  at  Ste- 
vensville, where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  In  1847  Abel  Bolles  removed  from  Susque- 
hanna county  to  New  York  State,  and  thence  to 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  making  his  home  at  Her- 
rickville, where  he  died  August  10,  1873.  His  wife 
survived  until  February  8,  1891,  passing  away  at 
Vineland,  N.  J.  Their  remains  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  East  Herrick.  Both  were  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Mr.  Bolles  was  a lifelong  farm- 
er, and  he  was  highly  respected  wherever  known. 
While  living  in  Susquehanna  county  he  served  one 
term  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  subsequently 
held  that  office  for  three  terms  in  Bradford  county, 
giving  universal  satisfaction.  Of  his  children, 
Annis  R.  married  Major  Edward  C.  Wells,  of  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  and  died  in  1875,  in  Bradford  county, 
leaving  a family ; Aden  R.  engaged  in  farming  in 
Auburn  township ; Hannah  Maria  is  the  wife  of 
Major  E.  C.  Wells,  of  Newark,  N.  J.;  Elmer 
L.  is  a farmer  and  fruit  grower  of  Vineland,  N.  J. ; 
Philena  is  the  wife  of  Alonzo  F.  Lacey,  of  West 
Auburn. 

EMERY  SWINGLE,  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists and  substantial  citizens  of  Lake  township, 
Wayne  county,  comes  of  a pioneer  family  of  this  sec- 
tion whose  descendants  are  numerous,  and  have 
through  a number  of  generations  made  the  best  of 
citizens,  and  left  to  their  posterity  the  record  of 
exemplary  lives,  worthy  of  imitation. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Swingle  family  in  Am- 
erica, Hans  Ulrich  Zwingle,  is  said  to  have  been  di- 
rect descendant  of  Zwingli,  the  great  Swiss  reformer. 
He  came  from  Switzerland  to  New  York  in  1747, 
and  finally  settled  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
several  of  his  children  were  born.  In  1783  he  lo- 
cated in  what  afterward  became  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  here  bought  400 
acres  of  land  in  the  midst  of  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness, where  he  at  once  built  a log  house,  and  began 
the  work  of  a pioneer.  The  family  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania along  with  the  Shafers  and  Curtises,  and  the 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD . 


445 


three  families  cut  many  miles  of  road.  Mr.  Zwingle 
married  Mary  Shafer,  and  of  their  ten  children, 
John,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  was  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject.  He  married  (first)  Catherine 
Moore,  who  bore  him  children  as  follows : Eliza- 
beth, John,  Eve,  and  Conrad.  Of  these,  Conrad 
Swingle  became  the  father  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  opens  this  review.  He  was  born  in  1791,  on 
a farm  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  on  growing  to  manhood  married  Sarah  Cobb, 
who  was  born  in  1791.  They  were  plain  farming 
people,  sensible,  good  Christians,  who  reared  their 
children  to  occupy  creditable  positions  in  the  re- 
spective communities  in  which  their  lots  were  cast. 
They  were  members  of  the  M.  P.  Church,  and  ex- 
erted much  influence  for  good.  He  died  March  8, 
1863,  and  she  on  February  7,  1845.  Their  children 
were:  Justus,  born  February  20,  1813,  married 
and  lives  in  the  West  (he  is  a farmer)  ; Mary,  born 
October  15,  18x5,  died  May  15,  1836;  Ephraim,  born 
October  29,  1817,  died  August  29,  1850,  unmar- 
ried (he  was  a school  teacher)  ; Joseph,  born 
August  1,  1819,  is  married,  and  lives  in  the  West 
(he  is  a farmer)  ; Andrew  H.,  born  April  16,  1821, 
died  September  5,  1849,  unmarried;  Oliver,  born 
January  1,  1823,  married  Minerva  Shaffer  and  both 
are  deceased ; William,  born  November  25,  1826, 
married  Polly  Morgan ; and  Emery  was  born 
August  9,  1833. 

Emery  Swingle  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm, 
and  there  remained,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the 
place,  and  going  to  school  until  eighteen  years  of 
age.  At  that  age  he  began  employment  with  the 
I Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  running  coal  trains,  being 
H so  occupied  for  five  years,  when  he  was  made  con- 
ductor on  their  railroad.  He  worked  for  this  com- 
pany until  his  enlistment,  on  February  25,  1864, 
I in  Company  B,  6th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
I commanded  by  Capt.  E.  T.  Morris,  in  the  United 
B States  service  during  the  Civil  war.  He  took  part 

I j with  his  company  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 

I I Todd's  Tavern,  Laurel  Hill,  Spottsylvania  Court 
1 House,  Alsopp's  Farm,  North  Anna  River,  Bethesda 

■ Church,  Mechanicsville  Road,  Petersburg,  and  was 
1 at  the  evacuation  of  Petersburg.  During  his  service 
I in  the  army  he  was  sick  and  in  the  hospital  on 
■;  Long  Island  for  two  months.  He  bore  an  honor- 
I able  part  in  the  defense  of  his  country,  and  has  left 
I a military  record  in  which  his  children  and  chil- 
I dren’s  children  may  take  just  pride.  He  was  dis- 
I charged  August  24,  1865,  and  his  return  home  re- 

I sumed  his  position  with  the  railroad  company.  His 

II  service  for  this  company  covered  a period  of  thirty- 
I five  years,  except  for  the  time  he  served  in  the 

army,  more  than  a third  of  a century — a fact  which 
I means  not  a little,  for  few  men  there  are  whose 

■ I nature  and  disposition  are  such  as  to  retain  a con- 

■ I nection  with  one  man  or  company  for  so  long  a 
I time.  We  herewith  give  a copy  of  the  recommenda- 
I tion  Mr.  Swingle  holds  from  the  company,  which 
lj  speaks  for  itself: 


Uunmore,  Pa.,  Oct.  5th,  ’89. 

To  whom  it  may  concern:  This  is  to  certify  that  the  bearer 

Emery  Swingle  has  been  conductor  ol  coal  train  for  nearly 
34  years  except  about  2 years  he  had  leave  of  absence  to 
serve  our  country  in  the  late  Civil  war  which  was  done  as 
faithful  as  he  served  us  upon  our  R.  R.  We  can  take 
pleasure  in  recommending  him  as  an  honorable,  faithful, 
industrious  man. 

[Signed]  JOHN  R.  SMITH, 

Genl.  Supt. 

Penna.  Coal  Co. 

After  the  Gravity  railroad  was  abandoned  Mr. 
Swingle  devoted  all  of  his  attention  to  farming,  he 
having  owned  for  many  years  a fine  farm  of  200 
acres.  Through  his  industrious  habits,  business 
tact  and  good  management  he  has  accumulated  a 
competence.  He  is  a member  of  the  M.  P.  Church, 
and  politically  believes  in  the  principles  of  the  Pro- 
hibition party. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married,  the  first 
time,  July  4,  1855,  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  to  Maria 
House,  and  to  their  union  came  children  as  follows : 
Byron  S.,  born  May  2,  1856,  died  in  August,  of  the 
same  year ; Merritt  W.,  born  August  9,  1858,  mar- 
ried Ruah  Kizer;  Watson  C.,  born  January  30,  i860, 
married  Charlotte  Smith ; Finley  E.,  born  September 
23,  1861,  married  Anna  Kizer;  Leander,  born  July 
10,  1864,  married  to  Lucy  Harriett,  is  a farmer  of 
Lake  township ; Lizzie  M.,  born  March  29,  1868, 
married  W.  E.  Eager,  a funeral  director  and  em- 
balmer  (also  a wheelwright)  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship; Emmet  L.,  born  August  8,  1869,  died  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1871  ; Friend  A.,  born  February  24,  1872, 
married  Blanche  Kizer,  of  Kizers ; and  Oliver  B., 
born  December  10,  1876,  died  March  18,  1877.  Of 
these,  Merritt  W.,  Watson  C.,  and  Finley  E.  are 
railroad  men  of  Dunmore,  Penn.  The  mother  of 
this  family  was  born  March  23,  1836,  in  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  William  H.  House, 
of  Paterson,  N.  J.  She  died  December  12,  1878, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Canaan,  where 
also  the  remains  of  the  children  rest.  On  Septem- 
ber 28,  1879,  our  subject  was  united  to  Mrs.  Electa 
A.  (Freeman)  Jenkins,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Edith  M.,  born  October  11,  1882;  and  Alta  M., 
born  February  1 1 , 1886. 

Mrs.  Electa  A.  (Freeman-Jenkins)  Swingle  is 
a native  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  born  at  Waymart, 
June  24,  1845,  a daughter  of  Elijah  A.  and  Polly 
(Lyon)  Freeman,  the  father  born  October  20,  1807, 
in  Connecticut,  and  the  mother  born  December  19, 
1806,  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  They  were 
•married  in  the  latter  county,  and  to  their  union 
were  born  children  as  follows : Mary  S.  died  when 
one  year  old ; Electa  A.  is  Mrs.  Emery  Swingle ; 
Marv  S.  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years ; and  Ida 
died  when  eleven  years  old.  The  father  of  this 
family  had  been  previously  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Susanna  Kramer,  who  bore  him  two  children, 
namely:  Charles  W.,  now  a jeweler  in  Chicago; 

and  Lucius,  who  died  when  young.  Elijah  A.  Free- 
man died  September  1.  1891,  in  his  eighty-fourth 
vear,  and  his  wife  Polly  died  February  2,  1878, 
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aged  seventy-one  years ; both  are  buried  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  Canaan.  Mr.  Freeman  was  a black- 
smith and  machinist  by  trade,  and  did  work  in  those 
lines ; he  also  manufactured  razors,  on  which  he 
had  obtained  a United  States  patent  for  improve- 
ment of  same. 

David  and  Hulda  (Atwood)  Freeman,  the 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Emery  Swingle,  were  born  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut.  In  1817  they  settled  in 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  where  his  death 
occurred  when  he  was  aged  sixty-five  years.  Some 
time  after  his  death  his  widow  moved  to  Carbon- 
dale,  where  she  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  Their  family  comprised  the  follow- 
ing children : David  married  Christian  Enslin,  and 
both  are  deceased;  Elizabeth  (deceased)  married 
T.  E.  Grear ; Truman  married,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  now  dead;  Harriet  is  the  widow  of  John 
Watt;  Electa  married  John  Farnham,  and  both  she 
and  her  husband  are  deceased;  Elijah  A.  is  referred 
to  above;  and  Sarah  married  (first)  M.  Hoadley 
and  (second)  Col.  Marcy. 

The  Lyon  branch  of  Mrs.  Swingle’s  family  were 
Connecticut  people.  Walter  Lyon,  her  grandfather, 
from  that  State,  born  October  4,  1770,  married 
Mary  Bishop,  from  Rhode  Island,  born  April  19, 
1771,  and  in  an  early  day  moved  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  The  following  children  came  to 
them:  Hannah,  born  May  24,  1792  (married  David 
Lewis);  Wheeler,  born  August  27,  1794;  Jacob, 
born  July  20,  1796;  John  B.,  born  November  27, 
1798;  Electa,  born  October  6,  1799  (married  A.  M. 
Dimock,  who  died  in  Harrisburg  while  a member 
of  the  Legislature)  ; Ada,  born  February  9,  1802 
(married  M.  Munford)  ; Henry,  born  in  June,  1804; 
Polly;  Angelina,  born  September  6,  1809  (married 
(first)  Rev.  Alanson  Reed,  and  (second)  Nathan- 
iel Cottrel)  ; Walter,  born  July  9,  1812  (married 
Anetta  Giddings)  ; and  Amanda  (twin  of  Walter), 
who  died  when  young. 

Referring  to  Mrs.  Electa  A.  Swingle,  her  first 
marriage  occurred  August  8,  1866,  when  she  was 
united  to  Horace  Jenkins,  son  of  Samuel  Jenkins, 
and  to  them  came  one  daughter,  Mabel,  who  was 
born  May  24,  1867,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Hoffman,  a fireman  on  the  Erie  & Wyoming  Val- 
iev railroad.  The  father  and  husband  died  Septem- 
ber 9,  1868,  when  twenty-six  years  of  age. 

LEWIS  SMITH  LEMON,  who  has  been  liv- 
ing retired  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, for  some  years,  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of 
this  section,  where  he  was  long  prominent  as  a 
farmer  and  quarryman,  and  ranks  among  the  in- 
dustrious and  prosperous  citizens.  Mr.  Lemon 
comes  of  good  old  New  England  stock,  and  his 
grandfather,  James  Lemon,  who  was  a native  of 
Scotland,  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
under  Gen.  Bogart.  He  was  wounded  in  the  fore- 
head, by  Indians.  He  died  at  Wier,  Mass.,  where 
he  conducted  a large  farm  and  tavern. 


John  Lemon,  father  of  Lewis  S.  Lemon,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts.  He  married  Roxana  Jack- 
son,  a native  of  Vermont,  daughter  of  Jacob  Jack- 
son,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  an  early  day,  making  his  home  in  Vermont. 
His  name  is  . supposed  to  have  been  Yacob  Shaw. 
John  and  Roxana  Lemon  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  subsequently  making  their  home  with 
their  son  Lewis  in  Auburn  township,  and  here 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the  father  dy- 
ing in  1840,  the  mother  in  1856.  They  were  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Bunnell  cemetery.  She  was  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Lemon  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  his  earlier  manhood 
also  followed  masonry  and  worked  at  the  tailor's 
trade.  Of  the  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple, 
John  died  in  Massachusetts;  Demarius,  wife  of 
John  Shaw,  died  in  Massachusetts;  Jason  met  with 
an  accidental  death,  a wagon  which  he  was  driving 
going  down  an  embankment  on  the  river ; Lewis 
S.  is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; Emeline,  Mrs. 
Seth  Lumbard,  died  in  Indianapolis,  Inch ; Mary  is 
the  widow  of  Francis  Lemon,  who  was  killed  in  an 
engagement  before  Petersburg. 

Lewis  Smith  Lemon  was  born  February  27, 
1815,  in  Hampshire  county,  Mass.,  obtained  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  remained  at 
home  up  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  receiving  a 
thorough  training  in  farm  work  under  his  father. 
For  several  years  after  leaving  the  parental  roof 
he  worked  among  farmers,  receiving  at  first  $5.50 
per  month  for  his  services,  and  he  then  commenced 
to  learn  brickmaking,  at  which  he  continued  for 
three  seasons.  He  was  obliged  to  abandon  the 
trade,  however,  on  account  of  poor  health,  and, 
having  purchased  a small  farm  of  sixty  acres  with 
his  savings  while  in  the  brickyard,  he  took  up  agri- 
cultural pursuits  on  his  own  account.  Misfortune 
overtook  him  and  he  lost  this  place,  but  not  dis- 
heartened, he  set  to  work  again  and  purchased  an- 
other farm,  of  fifty-eight  acres,  and  he  lived  on 
different  places  in  Auburn  township.  Though  in- 
dustrious and  careful,  he  met  with  many  reverses 
and  setbacks,  but  he  never  gave  up,  and  he  pros- 
pered in  spite  of  hardships,  acquiring  a com- 
fortable competence  after  years  of  hard  work.  Mr. 
Lemon  has  cleared  about  100  acres  of  land  in  Au- 
burn township,  and  in  addition  to  his  agricultural 
interests  he  operated  a stone  quarry  in  the  township 
for  twenty  years,  giving  this  up  in  1892  on  account 
of  ill  health.  In  connection  therewith  he  engaged 
to  some  extent  in  general  mason  work.  Since  1888 
he  has  resided  with  his  son  Edgar  A. ; he  previously 
disposed  of  his  property.  Mr.  Lemon,  by  his  up- 
right, diligent  life  and  many  sterling-  traits  of  char- 
acter, has  acquired  and  retained  the  highest  respect 
ol  his  neighbors  and  friends,  and  he  has  always 
been  regarded  as  one  of  the  progressive  and  valua- 
ble citizens  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
He  has  never  aspired  to  public  honors,  having  no 
time  for  office  holding,  but  he  has  nevertheless  taken 
a hearty  interest  in  all  township  affairs.  He  was 
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originally  identified  with  the  Whig  party,  later  sup- 
porting the  Abolitionists,  and,  in  turn,  the  Repub- 
licans. He  has  been  a devout  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  for  the  past  sixty  years.  Mr.  Lemon  has 
watched  the  advancement  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  especially  Auburn  township,  from  the  early 
days  of  hardship  and  privation,  experienced  by  the 
brave  pioneers  who  are  willing  to  undergo  every 
trial  to  establish  their  families  in  comfortable 
homes,  to  its  present  era  of  prosperity,  and  with  a 
memorv  keen  and  clear  he  recalls  many  interesting 
incidents  of  those  early  times.  He  has  killed  con- 
siderable game  on  his  own  place,  deer,  etc.,  and  has 
even  seen  a panther  on  the  premises. 

In  September,  1839,  Mr.  Lemon  was  married, 
in  Auburn  township,  on  what  is  now  part  of  his 
son's  farm,  to  Miss  Theda  Cogswell,  who  was  born 
in  September,  1817,  in  Auburn  township,  where 
her  parents,  Julius  and  Eunice  (Lyman)  Cogswell, 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers,  coming  from  Ver- 
mont. This  union  was  blessed  with  children  as 
follows : Miner  is  a farmer  of  Springville  town- 

ship ; he  married  Nancy  Quick.  Charles  died 
young.  Martin,  a farmer  of  Brooklyn  township, 
married  Laura  Thomas.  Leslie  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years.  Ursula  is  the  widow  of  Dyer  Lathrop, 
a farmer  of  Auburn  township.  Sanford,  a farmer 
of  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  married  Lydia  Shum- 
way.  Edgar  A.  is  mentioned  farther  on.  Archi- 
bald died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  Dolly 
married  Edgar  Brooks,  of  Brookdale,  Penn.  The 
mother  passed  away  August  11,  1898,  and  her  re- 
mains rest  in  the  Bunnell  cemetery. 

Edgar  Ashton  Lemon  was  born  September 
25,  1851,  in  Auburn  township,  where  he  has  passed 
nis  entire  life,  during  his  youth  attending  the  neigh- 
boring district  schools,  in  which  he  received  a good 
practical  education.  In  November,  1883,  he  was 
married,  in  Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Emma  Kin- 
ney, who  was  born  April  15,  1855,  in  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.,  and  they  have  one  child,  Theda.  Mr. 
Lemon  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming, 
having  bought  the  farm  of  his  maternal  grandfather 
Cogswell,  in  Auburn  township,  and  he  is  prominent 
among  the  thrifty,  progressive  and  well-to-do  farm- 
ers of  this  region.  He  is  a hard  worker,  and  in 
the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his  own  place 
has  also  assisted  in  the  general  advancement  of  the 
neighborhood,  where  he  is  well  and  favorably 
konwn.  He  is  no  office-seeker,  and  gives  earnest 
attention  to  his  business  affairs.  His  political  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he 
has  been  steward  for  the  past  five  years,  and,  fra- 
ternally, is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  at 
Springville. 

LiHSHA  B.  BURDICK  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  and 
honored  citizens  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  where  his  widow 
still  resides,  Mav  5,  1824,  a son  of  Elias  and  Sarah 


(Brightman)  Burdick,  both  of  whom  died  upon 
that  place,  their  remains  being  interred  in  the  Bur- 
dick cemetery.  The  father  cleared  and  improved 
the  farm,  and  throughout  life  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  Plis  children  were  Stephen,  a farmer  of 
Clifford  township;  Lutlnir  and  Caleb,  who  followed 
farming  in  the  same  township,  but  are  .now  de- 
ceased; Elisha  B.,  our  subject;  Sarah,  deceased  wife 
of  Samuel  Cole ; Mary,  deceased,  who  wedded  her 
cousin,  Philip  Burdick;  Julia,  deceased  wife  of 
Briali  Palmer ; and  Abigail,  deceased  wife  of  Will- 
iam Main. 

Our  subject  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the  old 
homestead,  comprising  100  acres  of  rich  and  arable 
land,  which  he  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  improved  with  good  buildings.  He  also 
owned  another  good  farm,  in  Preston  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  was  quite  a thorough  and  suc- 
cessful farmer.  He  voted  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  for  six  years  most  capably  filled  the  office  of 
school  director.  He  was  a member  of  the  Seventh- 
Day  Baptist  Church,  and  his  life  was  ever  in  har- 
mony with  his  professions.  He  died  December  24, 
1892,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Burdick  cemetery,  upon  a 
part  of  his  farm. 

On  January  31,  1856,  Mr.  Burdick  married 
Miss  Mary  E.  Burdick,  who  was  born  in  Clifford 
township,  March  13,  1838,  and  died  July  13,  1864, 
her  remains  being  interred  in  Burdick  cemetery. 
Three  children  blessed  that  union:  Owen  E.,  born 

October  26,  1859,  married  Sarah  E.  Lingfelder, 
and  is  engaged  in  carpentering  in  New  Jersey; 
Sarah  E.,  born  September  10,  1861,  is  the  wife  of 
George  R.  Westcott,  a mechanic  of  New  York; 
and  Mary  E.,  born  June  28,  1864,  is  a resident  of 
Clifford. 

Mr.  Burdick  was  again  married,  in  Clifford 
township,  December  10,  1867,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Miss  Ruth  Wells,  by  whom  he  had  six 
children,  namely:  Wells,  born  May  19,  1869,  is 

a railroad  fireman  living  in  Vandling,  Penn. ; Milo, 
born  August  28,  1871,  is  a farmer  of  Clifford  town- 
ship; Hugh,  born  November  1,  1873,  and  John, 
born  January  6,  1876,  are  both  at  home  with  their 
mother;  Edith,  born  December  31,  1878,  is  the  wife 
of  Walter  S.  Lyons,  a farmer  of  Herrick  township ; 
and  Gerald  D.,  born  April  20,  1884,  is  at  home. 
Mrs.  Burdick  was  born  on  the  old  Wells  home- 
stead in  Clifford  township,  June  19,  1845,  a daugh- 
ter of  William  Wells. 

JOHN  R.  PEIRSON,  a retired  farmer  and 
honored  citizen  of  Montrose,  Penn.,  was  born  near 
Rockaway,  Morris  Co.,  N.  J.,  February  10,  1837, 
and  is  a son  of  John  and  Betsy  (Talmage)  Peir- 
son,  the  former  a native  of  Long  Island,  the  lat- 
ter of  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  where  their  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  1820,  and  where  they  continued 
to  reside  until  coming  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  in  1841.  The  father  was  a carpenter  by 
trade,  but  after  coming  to  this  county  he  turned 
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his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  owned  and 
operated  a farm  at  Franklin  Forks.  He  died  in 
February,  1873,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  his 
wife  in  February,  1886,  aged  eighty-seven  years, 
and  both  were  buried  at  Lawsville.  They  were 
earnest  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
were  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children:  William 
W.  and  Nathaniel  H.,  who  died  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, in  i860;  Hannah  E.,  widow  of  John  Crom- 
well, now  of  Montrose ; Sarah,  who  died  in  1848 : 
Selina,  who  died  in  1850;  John  R.,  our  subject; 
and  Henry  T.,  who  died  during  his  service  in  the 
Civil  war  in  1862.  Our  subject's  paternal  grand- 
parents,^ John  and  Hannah  (Hedges)  Peirson,  were 
residents  of  Bridgehampton,  Long  Island,  and  the 
former  was  a weaver  and  farmer  by  occupation. 
The  paternal  great-grandparents  were  Daniel  and 
Sarah  (Baker)  Peirson.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents, Job  and  Sarah  (Cooper)  Talmage,  made 
their  home  in  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  and  the  former 
was  a blacksmith  by  trade. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject,  acquired 
in  the  district  schools  near  his  childhood  home,  was 
supplemented  by  a course  at  the  old  Harford  Acad- 
emy, under  Prof.  Lyman  Richardson.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  their  deaths,  and  then  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old 
homestead,  which  he  continued  to  successfully  oper- 
ate until  his  removal  to  Montrose,  March  1,  1895. 
This  farm  consisted  of  116  acres  of  land;  at  the 
time  it  came  into  the  possession  of  his  father  (John 
Peirson),  only  a small  portion  had  been  cleared  and 
a log  cabin  erected  thereon.  Two  years  later  the 
father  built  a two-story  frame  house,  and  in  1876 
our  subject  replaced  it  by  a more  modern  and  pre- 
tentious structure,  and  about  that  time  he  purchased 
lands  adjoining,  making  the  farm  to  consist  of  180 
acres.  He  made  many  other  improvements  upon 
the  place,  but  sold  it  in  September,  1897. 

In  1870  Mr.  Peirson  was  married,  in  McHenry 
county,  .111.,  to  Miss  Esther  J.  Stevens,  who  was 
born  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1839,  and  died  in 
1884,  being  laid  to  rest  in  Lawsville  cemetery.  Her 
parents  were  Malby  and  Julia  (Kellogg)  Stevens, 
of  Wayne  county.  By  this  union  our  subject  had 
three  children:  Estella  M.,  who  died  in  1890; 

Lucy  E.  and  Betsy  T.,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Peirson 
was  again  married,  in  September,  1885,  in  Wayne 
county,  to  Miss  Esther  J.  Kellogg,  a native  of  that 
county,  and  a daughter  of  Jirah  and  Eliza  (Moore) 
Kellogg,  of  Wayne  ■ county.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peirson  hold  membership  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  since 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the 
Farmers  Alliance.  Since  voting  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  he  has  been  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  while  living  on  the  farm  served 
as  auditor  four  terms  and  township  clerk  three 
terms,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
He  is  a well-read  man,  and  keeps  thoroughly  posted 


on  the  leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  as 
well  as  upon  topics  of  general  interest,  and  he  is 
held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him. 

JESSE  L.  HOLMES,  the  well-known  finan- 
cier, agriculturist  and  stock  dealer  of  South  Gib- 
son, Susquehanna  county,  is  the  most  extensive 
real-estate  owner  in  that  county,  his  taxes  being 
larger  than  those  of  any  other  one  citizen. 

Mr.  Holmes  belongs  to  one  of  the  leading  pio- 
neer families  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  was  born  April  20,  1831.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Deacon  William  Holmes,  was 
a ship  builder  at  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  for  some  years, 
but  afterward  settled  upon  a farm  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, where  his  remaining  years  were  spent.  He 
was  a zealous  worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  for  many  years  previous  to  his  death  held  the 
office  of  deacon.  While  residing  in  Newburgh  he 
married  Mary  Wyatt,  who  was  born  September  1, 
1772,  and  died  December  1,  1849;  he  died  January 
9,  1834.  The  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  a 
cemetery  in  Gibson  township.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing named  children : Deborah,  born  April  5, 

17907  David,  our  subject's  father;  Daniel,  born 
December  14,  1794,  died  March  5,  1846;  Ann,  born 
February  20,  1797,  died  March  11,  1838;  Helen, 
born  May  14,  1799;  Eliza,  born  July  4,  1800,  died 
February  17,  1856;  Tbomas,  born  January  18,  1804, 
died  November  26,  1838;  William  G.,  born  October 
19,  1805;  Mary  A.,  born  March  8,  1808,  died  No- 
vember 25,  1859;  Sophia  T.,  born  March  26,  1811, 
died  in  March,  1857;  and  Sarah,  born  June  29,  1815. 

David  Holmes,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  October  5,  1792,  but  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Gibson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  the  manufacture  of  potash.  He 
died  there  February  23,  i860,  lamented  by  a large 
circle  of  friends  who  honored  him  for  his  upright 
Christian  character.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
was  drafted,  and  served  until  his  discharge  at  Dan- 
ville, Penn.,  at  the  close  of  the  war.  On  October 
29,  1824,  he  was  married,  in  Gibson  township,  to 
Hannah  Fuller,  who  was  born  March  10,  1799,  at 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  died  March  12,  1875.  .The 
remains  of  both  now  rest  in  Union  Hill  cemetery, 
Gibson  township.  This  worthy  couple  had  a large 
family  of  children,  as  follows  : (1)  David  E.,  born 

July  6,  1825,  operates  a gristmill  at  South  Gibson; 
he  was  formerly  postmaster  at  that  place.  (2-) 
William  W.,  born  March  12,  1827,  is  a farmer  in 
Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  (3) 
Sarah  P.,  born  January  20,  1829,  married  Richard 
Owens,  and  died  December  24,  1898.  (4)  Jesse 

L. ,  born  April  20,  1831,  is  our  subject.  (5)  Charles 

M. ,  born  April  10,  1834,  was  a successful  carpen- 
ter and  builder  at  South  Gibson,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  enlistment  in  the  army  was  building  a hotel 
there.  He  died  May  11,  1863,  in  a hospital  a"t 
Windmill  Point,  Va.,  and  his  remains  were 
brought  home  by  his  brother  Jesse.  (6)  Samuel 
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K.,  born  April  10,  1836,  is  a farmer  in  Gibson  town- 
ship. (7)  George  b born  February  17,  1839,  is 
a farmer  in  Gibson  township.  Our  subject's  mother 
died  March  12,  1875.  Her  father,  Jesse  Fuller,  of 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  served  seven  years  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary army.  He  died  January  16,  1832,  aged 
seventy-nine  years,  and  his  wife,  Lydia  M.,  died 
November  2,  1830,  aged  seventy. 

Jesse  L.  Holmes  was  raised  to  farm  work,  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  to  find  employment 
with  neighboring  farmers.  At  eighteen  he  decided 
to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  after  an  appren- 
ticeship of  two  years  with  Ins  brother,  David  E., 
he  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  For  twenty- 
five  years  he  conducted  an  extensive  business  as 
contractor  and  builder,  at  various  places,  including 
Scranton  and  Forest  City,  and  many  of  the  resi- 
dences and  barns  in  the  rural  districts  of  Susque- 
hanna county  were  built  by  him.  For  twenty  years 
he  also  followed  the  trade  of  millwright.  About 

1873  he  gave  up  contracting  and  building,  and  in 

1874  he  located  at  South  Gibson  and  turned  his 
attention  to  speculating  and  the  business  of  loan- 
ing money  and  discounting  notes.  A number  of 
farms  have  come  into  his  possession  on  mortgages, 
and  he  now  owns  over  1,060  acres  of  land,  in  Clif- 
ford, Lenox,  Gibson  and  other  townships.  The 
oversight  of  his  property  keeps  him  fully  occupied, 
and  the  extent  of  his  connection  with  the  cattle 
business  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  keeps 
about  180  head  on  his  farm  near  South  Gibson. 
Fie  has  a fine  physique,  being  large  and  well-pro- 
portioned, and  seems  capable  of  a vast  amount  of 
effort  without  injury.  Politically  he  gives  his  al- 
legiance to  the  Republican  party,  but  he  has  never 
been  willing  to  enter  the  race  for  office,  his  own 
interests  requiring  his  time.  On  May  26,  1871,  he 
was  married,  at  Alt.  Pleasant,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Mary 
D.  Resseguie,  a native  of  South  Gibson,  and  a 
daughter  of  Fitch  and  Mary  (Tewksbury)  Resse- 
guie. 

Samuel  Resseguie,  grandfather  of  our  subject’s 
wife,  was  the  first  permanent  settler  at  South  Gib- 
son. He  was  a son  of  William  Resseguie,  of  Fish- 
kill,  N.  Y.  In  May,  1813,  he  brought  his  family 
to  the  wilderness,  paying  a Mr.  Taylor  $40  for  a 
quit-claim  deed  for  400  acres.  He  erected  a log 
cabin,  having  bark  shingles  held  down  by  poles, 
and  moved  with  his  family  into  this  rude  dwelling. 
His  quit-claim  deed  proved  worthless;  he  bought 
120  acres  of  land  at  $2  per  acre,  which  he  occupied 
until  he  passed  away,  in  1858-,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  vears.  He  had  married,  at  Norwalk,  Conn., 
Freelove  Disbrow,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and 
their  children  were:  Fitch,  Lewis,  Aaron,  Will- 

iam. Harrison,  Nelson,  P>etsey,  Cynthia  and  Sally. 

Fitch  Resseguie,  the  eldest  child,  and  Mrs. 
Holmes’  father,  was  born  in  1804,  and  was 
reared  in  the  backwoods  home,  developing  the 
sturdv  character  of  a pioneer  and  a generous  hos- 
pitalitv  which  usually  abounded  in  the  early  settle- 
ments. He  married  Mary  Tewksbury,  daughter  of 
•29 


Jacob  and  Mary  (Reed)  Tewksbury,  natives  of 
Vermont,  who  migrated  in  1814  to  Susquehanna 
county,  settling  in  Brooklyn  township.  Fitch 
Resseguie  was  a lifelong  farmer  of  the  Tunkhan- 
nock  Valley.  He  was  a charter  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  in  the  early  days  his  house  and 
barn  were  always  open  for  Church  services.  His 
noble  wife,  whose  womanly  and  Christian  graces 
were  a refining  influence  throughout  the  commun- 
ity, died  in  1876,  aged  sixty-three  years.  Fitch 
Resseguie  died  in  1890,  aged  eighty-six.  Their 
children  were  as  follows : Charles  W,  became 

editor  of  the  Daily  'Transcript  and  Ledger,  of  Sus- 
quehanna; he  married  Angeline  M.  Woodward;  his 
death  occurred  May  2L,  1898,  at  Susquehanna. 
Freeman  T.  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  George  R.,  born  February  1,  1839,  a farmer 
of  Harford  township,  married  Harriet  M.  Ehrgood. 
William  E.,  a merchant  of  South  Gibson,  married 
Helen  Denny.  Mary  D.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject. 
Manly  T.,  who  married  Vianna  Pickering,  died  at 
the  age  of  forty  years. 

TURRELL.  Th.e  Turrell  family  in  Connecti- 
cut, from  which  sprang  the  family  bearing  the  name 
in  Susquehanna  county,  was  one  of  prominence  and 
influence  in  Litchfield  county,  and  was  descended 
from  Roger  Terrill,  of  Essex  County,  England, 
who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Milford,  Conn.,  in 
1639.  The  Susquehanna  county  branch  of  the 
family  are  the  posterity  of  Leman  and  William 
Turrell,  brothers,  and  sons  of  James  Turrell,  Jr., 
who  was  the  son  of  Capt.  James  Turrell  of  New 
Milford,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  a great-grandson 
of  Roger  Terrill.  The  children  and  children’s  chil- 
dren of  Leman  and  William  Turrell  include 
among  them  such  men  as  Stanley,  Joel,  Leman  M., 
Abel,  James  and  Hon.  William  J.  Turrell,  all  now 
deceased,  and  the  venerable  Henry  F.  Turrell,  still 
hale  and  hearty  under  the  weight  of  nearly  four- 
score years,  residing  at  Montrose,  where  his  son 
William  H.  Turrell  is  one  of  the  active  and  prom- 
inent of  the  younger  business  men  of  the  borough. 
There  also  resides  the  aged  widow  of  the  late  Abel 
Turrell,  whose  only  son,  Edgar  A.  Turrell,  is  a 
lawyer  of  New  York  City.  These  men  have  in  turn 
plaved  well  their  parts  in  the  development  and  prog- 
ress of  Susquehanna  county  in  the  one  hundred 
years  of*its  history. 

Leman  Turrell,  son  of  James  Turrell,  Jr.,  of 
New  Milford,  Conn.,  was  born  in  that  place  July  5, 
1776.  In  1793  he  accompanied  his  mother  to  visit 
a sister,  Mrs.  Kingsley,  who  had  settled  in  what 
is  now  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Wyalusing  creek.  The  mother  rode  on 
horseback  and  the  son  walked,  the  distance  being  in 
the  neighborhood  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 
In  the  spring  following,  1794,  when  eighteen  years 
of  age,  the  son  again  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
as  assistant  to  his  uncle,  Job  Turrell,  to  survey  the 
lands  under  the  Connecticut  title,  returning  to  Con- 
necticut in  the  fall.  In  the  summer  of  1809  he 
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made  another  trip  to  Susquehanna  county,  bought 
a tract  of  land  on  the  headwaters  of  the  middle 
branch  in  what  is  now  Forest  Lake  township,  and 
built  a cabin  to  which  he  moved  his  family  in  1810. 
As  time  passed  he  improved  the  wild  land,  added 
to  his  original  tract,  and,  being  a man  of  energy, 
industry  and  perseverance,  accumulated  a large  prop- 
erty. In  connection  with  farming  he  was  occupied 
in  the  line  of  surveying  lands,  laying  out  roads  and 
the  like  in  the  county,  and  along  in  about  1821  he 
and  some  of  his  sons  were  engaged  in  building  a 
part  of  the  Milford  and  Owego  turnpike.  He  had 
married,  in  1797,  Lucy  Turrell,  who  was  born  in 
1776,  and  on  their  removal  to  Susquehanna  county 
they  had  a family  of  four  children.  There  were  no 
district  schools  maintained  in  the  early  settlement  of 
the  family  here,  and  Mr.  Turrell,  a man  of  educa- 
tion, taught  his  own  children  at  home  evenings  after 
his  day's  labor  was  over.  Leman  Turrell  died 
December  28,  1848,  and  his  widow  survived  many 
years,  dying  in  December,  1864.  They  were. plain, 
conscientious,  good  people,  honorable  and  just,  and 
were  greatly  esteemed  and  respected.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (1)  Britannia  Turrell,  born  in  1798, 

married  Adolphus  Olmstead,  and  became  the  moth- 
er of  the  late  Garrick  M.  Olmstead,  a prominent 
lawyer  of  Jersey  City  ; and  Sarah  Britannia,  who 
married  the  late  Judge  F.  B.  Streeter,  whose  son, 
Harry  Streeter,  is  a lawyer  of  Towanda,  Penn.  (2) 
Stanley  Turrell,  born  in  1800,  married  Miss  Alice 
R.  Thacher.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, which  he  continued  through  life,  and  was  a 
successful  and  prosperous  farmer  in  Forest  Lake 
township,  occupying  some  of  the  original  purchase 
made  by  his  father  in  the  beginning  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  county.  His  death  occurred  in  1879. 
(3)  Joel  Turrell,  born  in  1801,  married  Patty  Grif- 
fis, and  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Mary  Gilbert. 
He,  too,  was  a prosperous  farmer  in  Forest  Lake 
township.  He  succeeded  his  father  as  a surveyor  of 
lands  and  roads,  and  in  1856  was  elected  county 
surveyor,  being  succeeded  in  this  office  in  1859  by 
his  son,  Wilson  J.  Turrell,  who  served  as  such  until 
1862.  Joel  Turrell  died  in  1873.  (4)  Leman  M. 

Turrell,  born  in  1808,  married  Lovina  Griffis.  He 
was  a successful  farmer  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
and  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  a large  body  of 
land  in  Nebraska.  He  was  an  exemplary  man,  and 
for  years  a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church  at  Birch-" 
ardville.  He  died  in  1883.  (5)  Abel  Turrell  is 

mentioned  farther  on.  (6)  Lucy  Ann  Turrell,  born 
in  1816,  married  Abner  Griffis,  and  died  in  1883. 
Of  their  children,  Henry  L.  Griffis  was  graduated 
from  Lafayette  College,  which  in  1885  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  M.  A.  Some  years  ago  he 
was  located  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  as  a civil  engineer 
and  professor  of  natural  science  in  the  Binghamton 
High  School,  and  he  now  holds  a like  professorship 
in  the  State  Normal  School  of  New  Paltz,  Ldster 
Co.,  N.  Y.  (7)  James  Turrell,  born  in  1818,  mar- 
ried Hanna  Gurney,  and  was  a resident  of  Long- 
mont, Colo.,  where  he  died  August  29,  1894.  Hon. 


Judson  W.  Turrell,  his  son,  is  a prominent  business 
man  and  citizen  of  Longmont.  He  learned  the 
drug  business  with  his  uncle,  Abel  Turrell,  at 
Montrose,  removed  to  Longmont,  engaged  in  the 
drug  business,  became  identified  with  that  city’s 
interests,  and  represented  his  fellow-citizens  in  the 
State  Legislature. 

The  late  Abel  Turrell,  of  Montrose,  son  of  Le- 
man Turrell,  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  in  what 
is  now  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  October  16,  1812,  was  there  reared,  and  in 
early  boyhood  attended  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  His  father,  being  a man  of  good 
education,  aided  his  children  in  their  studies,  and 
young  Abel  by  studying  at  home  received  a thor- 
ough training  in  the.  elementary  branches.  He  con- 
tinued his  studies  at  John  Mann's  Academy  and  at 
the  Montrose  Academy,  and  ■ in  1837  began  his 
career  as  a teacher,  a profession  he  followed  suc- 
cessfully two  years,  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  In 
1839  be  turned  his  attention  to  journalism,  becom- 
ing, in  May  of  that  year,  the  editor  and  proprietor 
of  a new  paper  at  Montrose,  styled  the  Montrose 
Volunteer,  the  name  changing  later  to  the  Mont- 
rose Democrat.  He  continued  in  this  line  of  work 
until  January,  1846,  issuing  a carefully  prepared 
and  judiciously  edited  paper.  Following  this,  from 
April,  1848,  for  twenty-seven  years,  he  was  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  at  Montrose,  retiring  from 
active  business  life  in  May,  1875,  with  a com- 
petence. Mr.  Turrell  was  eminently  a successful 
business  man,  considering  that  his  business  life  was 
confined  to  so  limited  a field  as  a small  county  seat 
town  afforded.  He  accumulated  not  only  a com- 
petence, but  a fortune,  and,  had  his  keen  business 
judgment  and  financiering  ability  been  given  a 
wider  field  of  operation,  he  wotjld  doubtless  have 
been  one  of  the  great  money  makers  of  the  coun- 
try. He  was  strictly  honest,  just  and  honorable  in 
all  of  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men,  and  to  these 
qualities  he  largely  attributed  the  financial  success 
he  attained.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Montrose,  and  one  of  its  first 
board  of  directors,  sustaining  such  relations  with 
the  bank  for  years.  He  was  quiet  and  unassuming, 
a good  man  and  a good  citizen.  He  believed  in 
Christianity,  was  ever  reverent  and  respectful,  and 
his  life  was  such  as  to  commend  him  to  his  fellow- 
citizens,  who  held  him  in  esteem  and  respect.  He 
died  March  7,  1891. 

On  October  19,  1843,  Mr.  Turrell  was  married 
to  Adelia  Catlin,  born  January  7,  1813,  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  daugh- 
ter of  Erastus  and  Polly  (Wright)  Catlin,  formerly 
from  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut. 

Edgar  Abel  Turrell,  the  only  son  and  child  of 
the  late"  Abel  Turrell,  of  Montrose,  is  a native  of 
that  borough,  where  his  boyhood  was  passed  and 
where  he  received  his  elementary  education.  He 
entered  Yale  College  along  in  the  middle  ’sixties, 
was  graduated  in  1867,  and  in  1870  received  the  de- 
gree "of  M.  A.  from  that  institution.  Deciding 
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upon  the  profession  of  the  law,  he  entered  Colum- 
bia Law  School,  New  York  City,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1869,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
New  York  State  Bar.  He  then  passed  two  years  in 
travel  and  study  in  Europe,  after  which,  in  1872, 
he  located  in  the  practice  of  the  law  in  New  York 
City,  his  office  being  at  No.  170  Broadway.  For 
nearly  thirty  years  he  has  continued  in  active  prac- 
tice in  that  city,  in  both  the  State  and  the  United 
States  Courts.  Mr.  Turrell  is  a scholarly  gentle- 
man, and  a man  of  culture  and  ability.  He  has 
been  successful  and  is  a man  of  means.  Socially, 
while  in  college  he  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity.  He  is  a member 
of  the  New  York  City  Bar  Association,  the  Law- 
Institute,  the  Manhattan  Club,  and  the  Young  Men’s 
Democratic  Club,  of  which  he  was  secretary  and 
also  vice-president  for  a number  of  years. 

Erastus  Catlin,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Abel  Tur- 
rell, early  in  the  nineteenth  century,  prior  to  1815, 
came  from  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  sight  of  Montrose.  He  resided  there 
many  years,  then  removed  to  Chenango  county,  N. 
Y.  His  death  occurred  in  1854.  His  wife  died  in 
1830.  Mr.  Catlin  was  a grandson  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Seymour)  Catlin,  and  was  descended 
from  one  of  the  early  and  prominent  families  of 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and,  going  back  to  the 
mother  country,  the  family  name  is  frequent  at 
Newington,  Rochilan,  County  of  Kent,  England. 
The  Catlins  have  held  property  there  since  the  Nor- 
man conquest.  Thomas  Catlin,  who  came  to  Hart- 
ford in  1632,  was  the  first  of  the  name  in  America, 
and  from  him  descended  the  Catlins  of  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut. 

William  Turrell,  son  of  Tames  Turrell,  Jr.,  of 
New  Milford,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  brother  of 
the  late  Leman  Turrell,  of  Forest  Lake,  Penn.,  was 
a native  of  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  born  in  1781 
in  New  Milford.  In  1808  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Polly  Silvia  Benedict,  who  was  horn  in  1785  in  New 
Milford,  Conn.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  sad- 
dlery and  harness  trade  at  his  birthplace,  and  also 
for  a time  was  a merchant  in  Washington,  Conn. 
His  brother,  Leman  Turrell.  located  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  in  1810,  and  in  February, 
1816,.  William  Turrell,  with  family,  then  consist- 
ing of  wife  and  two  children,  removed  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  stopping  for  a short  time  with  his 
brother-in-law,  David  Benedict,  who  had  previously 
made  a home  at  Montrose.  Mr.  Turrell  not  long 
after  his  arrival  moved  his  family  to  a log  cabin  in 
Auburn  township,  where  he  resided  for  about  one 
year,  and  then  permanently  located  in  Montrose, 
settling  on  the  site  of  the  property  now  (1899)  oc- 
cupied by  S.  E.  Newton,  and  owned  by  Henry  F. 
Turrell,  building  the  house  in  1824.  In  1817  he 
opened  a saddlery  and  harness  shop  in  a part  of  the 
house  in  which  he  lived,  and  was  actively  engaged  in 
that  line  of  business  until  his  retirement  in  1843. 
in  the  meantime,  however,  changing  the  locality 


of  his  place  of  business.  In  1835  he  erected  a two- 
story  frame  building  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street  from  his  residence,  in  which  he  carried  on 
business  until  his  retirement.  He  was  a man  of 
good  judgment  and  business  ability,  and  was  suc- 
cessful in  his  undertakings.  Correct  in  his  habits, 
a friend  of  all  measures  looking  to  the  advancement 
of  the  morals  and  education  of  the  community,  he 
had  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
He  contributed  of  his  means  to  charitable  and  re- 
ligious institutions.  His  wife  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Montrose,  and 
was  a woman  of  many  virtues,  rearing  her  chil- 
dren to  be  God-fearing  men  and  women.  William 
Turrell  died  in  1853,  and  his  widow  survived  him 
twenty  years,  dying  in  1873.  Their  children  were : 
(i)  Urania  Turrell,  born  in  1808,  married 
Embley  Shafer  (now  deceased),  of  Montrose,  and 
their  children  were  Mary  E.,  who  married  Clinton 
Lewis,  of  Bradford  county ; Amelia,  who  married 
Hon.  F.  B.  Chase  (now  deceased),  former  repre- 
sentative from  Susquehanna  county  in  the  State 
Legislature,  once  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  for 
many  years  publisher  of  the  Montrose  Democrat; 
Arline  M.,  who  married  William  J.  Crane,  of  Potts- 
ville,  Penn.,  and  William  T.  Shafer,  a journalist  of 
Evanston,  Wyoming.  (2)  Hon.  William  J.  Tur- 
rell is  referred  to  farther  on.  (3)  Sarah  M.  Tur- 
rell, born  in  1818,  died  (unmarried)  in  1853.  (4) 

Henry  F.  Turrell  is  referred  to  farther  on. 

The  late  William  J.  Turrell,  of  Montrose,  son 
of  William  Turrell,  was  born  March  23,  1814,  in 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  Montrose  in  the  spring  of  1816.  Until  of  age 
he  was  engaged  in  the  business  of  harness-making 
with  his  father.  He  possessed  excellent  mental  en- 
dowments, and  was  a young  man  of  good  habits. 
At  twenty-one  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  and  under  the  direction  of  A.  L.  Post,  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  entered  into  a partnership 
with  his  preceptor,  which  Avas  continued  until  Mr. 
Post  gave  up  the  law  for  the  ministry,  when  the 
junior  member  of  the  firm  assumed  control  of  the 
business.  He  pursued  his  profession  quietly  and 
unostentatiously,  attaining,  however,  success  and  a 
competence.  In  1861  Mr.  Turrell  was  elected  with- 
out opposition  to  represent  the  Fourteenth  Dis- 
trict, then  comprising  Wayne,  Bradford.  Wyoming 
and  Susquehanna  counties,  in  the  State  Senate. 
Mr.  Turrell  took  an  active  part  in  the  counsels  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  through  those  trying  vears 
of  its  history  he  acquitted  himself  nobly  and  well. 
His  kindnesses  to  soldiers  and  their  families  were 
many.  In  1864 — the  last  year  of  his  senatorial  term 
— he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  then  a most 
important  as  well  as  an  honorable  position.  Mr. 
Turrell  was  a member  of  the  convention  to  amend 
the  Constitution  which  met  December  27,  1873.  He 
served  through  the  long  session  of  one  hundred  and 
eight  days,  taking  a very  active  part,  having  ad- 
dressed the  convention  on  very  important  questions 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  times.  When  called 
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upon  to  preside  as  the  Master  in  Chancery  his  work 
ranked  with  the  best,  and  gave  general  acceptance. 
Mr.  Turrell  was  president  of  the  Legal  Association 
of  Susquehanna  County  from  its  organization;  also 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  from  its  or- 
ganization until  his  death.  While  engaged  in 
studying  law,  there  being  a revival  in  progress, 
young  Turrell  became  interested,  and  talked  freely 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Post  of  his  thoughts  and  feel- 
ings, but  like  many  others  he  found  it  difficult  to 
reach  a final  decision.  One  day  he  entered  the  liv- 
ing room  back  of  the  office  with  a new  light  in  his 
face  and  said,  “My  case  is  decided.”  He  explained 
that  while  sitting  at  his  desk,  his  mind  still  unset- 
tled, he  wrote  this  sentence:  "I  have  decided  to 

take  my  stand  on  the  Lord’s  side.”  No  sooner  was 
the  decision  recorded  than  his  doubts  and  fears 
were  removed  and  light  entered  his  soul.  He  uni- 
ted with  the  Baptist  Church,  and  remained  until 
his  death  an  earnest,  faithful  member,  and  in  the 
Church  his  death  was  deeply  felt.  Air.  Turrell  was 
an  excellent  counselor,  a man  of  dignified  manners, 
but  possessing  a warm,  true  heart.  His  intimate 
friendships  were  few,  but  those  who  knew  him  in- 
timately, and  had  learned  his  friendly  worth,  highly 
prized  his  friendship.  His  death  occurred  August 
31,  1881.  He  left  a large  place  vacant  in  his  home, 
in  his  business  relations,  in  his  Church,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  his  friends.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  the  remarks  of  William  M.  Post,  made  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Montrose  Bar  held  on  September 
5 following  the  death  of  Mr.  Turrell: 

William  J.  Turrell  was  no  ordinary  man.  The  archi- 
tect of  his  own  fortune  and  success  in  life,  he  carved  out 
and  achieved  for  himself  a career  of  which  many  of  us  might 
well  be  proud.  Few  men  of  our  county  have  been  so  widely 
known,  none  more  honored  and  respected  by  all  of  the  peo- 
ple of  our  county.  His  magnificent  physique,  his  stately, 
almost  majestic,  form  and  noble  manhood,  attracted  atten- 
tion and  commanded  admiration  wherever  he  appeared.  His 
manners  were  characterized  by  dignity  without  arrogance, 
were  elegant  and  courtly  without  being  insincere.  His 
friends  and  acquaintances  ever  found  him  an  affable,  genial, 
good-hearted  companion.  He  appreciated  wit  and  humor; 
but  while  he  had  a hearty  laugh  for  the  mirthful,  his  soul 
was  full  of  tenderness,  and  he  had  ever  a tear  of  pity  for 
misfortune  and  misery. 

As  a business  man  he  was  prudent,  sagacious  and 
successful,  strictly  upright  and  just,  never  grasping  for  that 
to  which  he  had  no  right — never  over-reaching  or  oppressing 
the  poor. 

When  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
nearly  half  a century  ago,  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  Susquehanna 
. county  were  graced  by  men  whose  lives  and  characters  have 
added  lustre  to  the  annals  of  jurisprudence,  not  only  of  this 
county,  but  of  our  State.  He  entered  the  lists  and  was  the 
compeer  of  such  men  of  our  county  as  B.  T.  Case,  the  first 
Judge  Jessup,  Davis  Dimock,  Franklin  Lusk,  Joseph  T. 
Richards,  the  two  Frasers,  R.  B.  Little,  B.  S.  Bentley,  judge 
Streeter,  Albert  Chamberlain,  L.  F.  Fitch,  and  others,  all  of 
whom  even  within  my  own  remembrance  have  been  called 
(with  one  exception)  to  their  final  rest.  In  competition  with 
such  men  he  maintained  a proud  position — was  a peer 
among  his  equals. 

Called  upon  at  different  times  to  fill  important  public 
positions,  he  always  discharged  his  duties  with  great  ability 
and  fidelity,  giving  entire  satisfaction  to  the  constituency  be 
represented,  and  winning  honor  and  distinction  for  himself. 
His  vigorous  intellect,  his  legal  learning  and  experience,  his 


forcible  logic  and  persuasive  eloquence  as  an  advocate,  his 
sagacity,  prudence  and  sound  judgment  as  a counselor,  his 
amiability  and  courtesy  to  his  associates,  the  probity  of  iiis 
life  and  his  high  sense  of  personal  and  professional  honor, 
made  him  one  of  the  leading  lights  and  a most  conspicuous 
ornament  of  the  Bar  of  this  county. 

On  March  20,  1854,  Mr.  Turrell  was  married 
to  Miss  Huldah  Van  Valkenburgh,  of  New  York 
City,  who  was  born  July  2,  1816,  at  Lexington,  N. 
Y.,  and  died  March  26,  1892. 

Henry  F.  Turrell,  son  of  William  Turrell, 
and  brother  of  the  late  Hon.  William  J.  Turrell,  of 
Montrose,  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  and  pioneer 
citizens  of  Montrose,  where  he  was  .born  [March  12, 
1822,  in  the  old  Turrell  homestead  in  which  he 
lived  sixty-five  years,  and  in  which  borough  he  has 
since  passed  his  nearly  fourscore  years.  In  his 
boyhood  Mr.  Turrell  attended  the  Montrose  Acad- 
emy, and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  began  learning 
the  saddlery  and  harness  business  with  his  father, 
serving  a period  of  six  years.  On  reaching  his  ma- 
jority, in  1843,  he  succeeded  to  the  business  of  his 
father  by  purchase,  and  for  a quarter  of  a century 
conducted  the  same,  retiring  from  active  business 
in  1868,  since  which  time  he  has  occupied  himself 
in  looking  after  his  property  and  personal  interests. 
Through  his  industry,  good  and  careful  manage- 
ment, and  economical  habits,  Mr.  Turrell  has  pros- 
pered and  been  successful.  He  is  a very  quiet,  un- 
assuming and  kindly  gentleman,  and  an  esteemed 
and  greatly  respected  citizen.  He  is  identified  with 
the  Baptist  Church  of  -Montrose,  and  every  good 
cause  has  ever  found  in  him  a warm  supporter.  He 
has  never  been  active  in  politics.  In  his  earlier  and 
more  active  business  life  Mr.  Turrell  was  three 
times  elected  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  the  office  of 
chief  burgess  of  -Montrose,  performing  the  duties 
of  the  office  in  an  efficient  and  satisfactory  manner. 
A man  of  strict  integrity,  he  has  ever  held  the  con- 
fidence of  the  community. 

On  July  25,  i860,  [Mr.  Turrell  was  married  to 
Elsie  H.  Hardenbergh,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y., 
and  the  union  was  blessed  with  one  child — Will- 
iam H.,  born  December  13,  1864.  [Mrs.  Elsie  H. 
(Hardenbergh)  Turrell  was  born  in  1831,  at  Falls- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Hill) 
Hardenbergh,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  who  were 
born  in  1805  and  1807.  and  died  in  1885  and  1853, 
respectively.  [Mrs.  Turrell  is  descended  in  direct 
line  from  Johanna  Hardenbergh,  the  progenitor  of 
the  family  on  the  Hudson  river,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  through  Girard  Hardenbergh,  at  one  time 
a member  of  the  New  York  State  Legislature.  The 
other  children  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Hill)  Harden- 
bergh were : Catherine,  James,  Thomas  L.,  [Maria 

L.,  Hannah,  Josephine,  Isaiah,  Jane  S..  and  Eliza- 
beth (who  married  Aaron  E.  Wright,  of  New 
York).  The  mother  of  these  was  a daughter  of 
James  Hill,  who  came  from  the  Hudson  to  Flatbush, 
N.  Y.,  being  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  place. 

William  H.  Turrell,  son  of  Henry  F.  Tur- 
rell. was  reared,  educated,  and  has  always  lived  at 
Montrose.  He  began  his  business  career  as  an 
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errand  and  paper  boy  for  the  late  Frank  H.  Stevens, 
a book  dealer  and  stationer  of  Montrose,  later  be- 
came a clerk  in  the  store  of  that  gentleman,  and  so 
continued  for  some  half  dozen  or  more  years,  when, 
on  the  death  of  his  employer,  in  1886,  young  Tur- 
rell  became  for  a time  manager  in  charge  and  then 
the  owner  of  the  business.  Since  then  he  has  con- 
ducted a first-class  book  store  and  news  stand, 
where  can  be  found  everything  in  that  line,  the 
latest  and  best  books,  stationery,  etc.  He  is  a young- 
man  of  good  education,  correct  habits,  is  genial  and 
accommodating,  and  deservedly  popular.  On  Jan- 
uary 14,  1897,  Mr.  Turrell  was  married  to  Miss 
Alice  Roberts,  of  West  Pittston,  Penn.  Mrs.  Tur- 
rell’s  paternal  ancestors  came  to  Pennsylvania  from 
Connecticut  before  the  Revolution,  settling  at  Slo- 
cum Hollow,  now  Scranton  ; the  site  of  the  present 
“Court  House"  was  a part  of  their  farm.  Her  fa- 
ther, S.  Tracy  Roberts,  and  six  of  his  brothers 
served  through  the  Civil  war.  On  her  mother’s 
side  she  is  a descendant  of  Walter  Lathrop,  who 
came  from  Connecticut  in  1803,  her  grandmother, 
Jane  Lathrop,  who  married  William  Mclvune,  hav- 
ing been  the  eldest  daughter  of  Daniel  Lathrop. 

REV.  EDWARD  AUGUSTUS  WARRI- 
NER.  rector  of  St.  Paul's  (Episcopal)  Church, 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  an  author 
of  pronounced  ability,  was  born  at  Agawam,  Hamp- 
den Co.,  Mass.,  February  19,  1829,  son  of  Capt. 
Ruel  and  Anna  (Chaffee)  Warriner,  natives  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  respectively.  Both 
died  in  Agawam,  the  father  June  19,  1854,  aged 
sixty-seven  years,  the  mother  January  29,  1882, 
aged  eighty-eight*  and  their  remains  were  interred 
in  the  cemetery  at  that  place.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation ; was  a,  public-spirited  and 
progressive  citizen,  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Abo- 
lition party,  and  was  captain  of  a militia  company. 
He  held  membership  in  the  Congregational  Church, 
while  his  wife  was  a Swedenborgian  in  religious 
belief.  Their  children  were  Adaline  A.,  deceased 
wife  of  B.  N.  Cooley ; Samuel  D.,  a retired  farmer 
of  Xew  London,  Conn.,  who  died  January  23,  1900, 
3ged  eighty-two  years : Laura,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years ; Ruel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years;  Anna  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Monroe  Bates; 
Lura,  who  died  unmarried  in  1896;  Edward  A., 
our  subject;  and  Martha  M.,  a resident  of  Spring- 
field,  A lass.,  and  widow  of  Rev.  Jacob  C.  Dutcher, 
a Dutch  Reformed  minister  and  noted  author,  who 
was  United  States  consul  to  Port  Hope,  Canada. 
Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Maj.  Gad 
and  Eunice  (Worthington)  Warriner,  lifelong  resi- 
dents of  Agawam,  Mass.  Both  were  soldiers  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  the  former  being  a prominent 
and  wealthy  farmer,  who  had  a large  estate. 

Our  subject  prepared  for  college  in  a classical 
school  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  boarding  at  home  and 
crossing  the  river  daily  to  school.  In  1850  he  en- 
tered Yale  University,  but  subsequently  lost  one 
year  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  graduated  from 


the  Union  University,  in  1855,  and  the  following 
year  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Springfield,  Mass., 
where  lie  engaged  in  practice  for  three  years.  On 
account  of  failing  health  he  then  went  South  and 
taught  in  the  Academy  at  Washington,  Ga.,  where, 
during  a period  of  enforced  seclusion  on  account  of 
the  Civil  war,  he  studied  the  Bible  systematically 
and  determined  to  enter  the  ministry.  He  afterward 
studied  theology  under  Dr.  Mombert,  of  Lancaster, 
Penn.,  while  serving  as  principal  of  Yates  Insti- 
tute; he  taught  in  all  twelve  years.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years,  when  in  charge  of  Christ 
"Old  Swede's"  Church,  near  Philadelphia.,  Penn., 
he  has  been  rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Montrose, 
since  1866,  having  been  called  while  still  in  dea- 
con's orders. 

On  July  5,  1865,  at  Lancaster,  Penn.,  Mr.  War- 
riner married  Miss  Louisa  Yoorhis,  a native  of  that 
place,  and  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Charlotte  Eliza- 
beth (Weitzel)  Yoorhis,  natives  of  New  York  City 
and  Lancaster,  Penn.,  respectively.  Mrs.  Warriner 
died  in  Bridgewater,  Penn.,  in  1S74,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-nine  years.  By  this  union  were  born  three 
children  : ( 1 ) Samuel  D.,  a graduate  of  Amherst 

College  and  Lehigh  University,  married  Stella  M. 
Farnham,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  and  is  now  su- 
perintendent of  the  Calumet  & Hecla  copper  mine' 
of  Michigan,  his  home  being  in  Calumet,  that  State. 
(2)  Edward  Y.  is  in  the  employ  of  a firm  of  whole- 
sale merchants  and  manufacturers  of  Springfield, 
Mass.  (3)  Reuel  C.,  who  graduated  from  the 
Springfield  high  school  and  the  Lehigh  University 
School  of  Mines  with  the  degrees  of  B.  S.  and  E. 
M.,  is  now  an  engineer  for  the  Rand  Gold  Mining 
Co.,  of  Johannesburg,  South  Africa. 

On  June  30,  1881,  Mr.  Warriner  was  again 
married,  in  Montrose,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Esther  Bolles,  a native  of  Jessup  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  her  parents,  Nelson 
and  Cordelia  (Sherman)  Bolles,  made  their  home 
throughout  life.  The  father  died  in  1877.  the 
mother  in  1892,  and  both  were  buried  in  Jessup 
township.  By  this  marriage,  Mr.  Warriner  has 
five  children : Louisa  V.,  Jesse  B.,  Philip  B.,  Paul 
S.  and  Anna  C.,  all  at  home. 

Originally  Mr.  Warriner  was  a Republican, 
but  he  is  now  independent  in  politics.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Susquehanna  County  Historical 
Society,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs.  He  has  won  enviable  distinction  on  ac- 
count of  his  pulpit  ability  and  literary  attainments, 
and  has  written  several  prose  and  poetical  works 
which  show  great  merit,  and  which  deal  largely 
witli  speculative  and  moral  philosophy.  In  1875 
he  published  a theological  novel  entitled  “Victor 
LaTourette,”  advocating  broad  Church  views,  and 
in  1880  he  published  “Rear,”  a poem  in  seven 
cantos,  based  on  Indian  legends,  the  scene  of  the 
poem  being  laid  at  Montrose  and  along  the  Sus- 
quehanna. His  latest  literary  production  is  a vol- 
ume of  prose,  published  in  1898,  entitled  “The  Gate 
Called  Beautiful,"  which  treats  of  Christian  soci- 
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ology.  He  is  described  in  the  "Magazine  of  Po- 
etry" as  fond  of  athletic,  sports,  utterly  without 
pretensions,  highly  esteemed  socially  and  profes- 
sionally, yet  seemingly  indifferent  to  prominence 
or  promotion.  He  is  broad  and  liberal  in  his  views, 
and  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

THOMAS  H.  CLARK,  deceased.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  one  of  the  honored  sons  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a most  distinguished  resident 
of  Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne  county,  was  pre-emi- 
nently a self-made  man.  He  began  life  with  a 
definite  purpose  in  view,  worked  faithfully,  hon- 
estly, and  with  a will,  for  its  accomplishment,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  prosperous  business  men 
of  the  county.  As  a citizen  of  the  community  in 
which  he  so  long  lived  and  was  so  active,  he  was 
highly  respected,  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his 
neighbors,  and  was  regarded  as  a man  of  excellent 
business  judgment. 

Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  in 
1833,  a son  of  Christopher  and  Catharine  (Mur- 
phy) Clark,  natives  of  Kildare,  Ireland,  who  came 
to  America  in  early  life,  and  were  married  in  New 
York.  The  father  first  located  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased 
a farm,  which  he  operated  for  some  years.  Sub- 
sequently he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  two 
miles  north  of  the  village  of  Pleasant  Mount,  and 
to  its  cultivation  and  improvement  devoted  his 
energies  until  called  to  his  final  rest,  in  1876.  His 
wife  survived  him  for  many  years,  dying  in  July, 
1890.  To  them  was  born  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Thomas  H.  was  the  eldest.  The 
survivors  are  Edward,  a resident  of  Russell,  Iowa ; 
Mrs.  Lucy  McNerney,  of  New  York;  and  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  John  McNerney,  of  New  York. 

Thomas  H.  Clark  obtained  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  and  on  the  home  farm 
grew  to  manhood.  In  early  life  he  married  Miss 
Bridget  Egan,  of  Honesdale,  a daughter  of  Edward 
and  Mary  Egan,  early  settlers  of  Wayne  county, 
and  for  a few  years  after  his  marriage  continued 
to  reside  on  the  old  homestead.  He  then  engaged 
in  lumbering  quite  extensively  near  Herrick  Cen- 
tre, and  also  at  Tanner’s  Falls,  whither  he  moved 
his  family,  remaining  there  fifteen  years  while  in 
the  employ  of  Coe  F.  Young.  In  1874  he  came  to 
Pleasant  Mount,  where  he  purchased  a large  amount 
of  real  estate,  including  a dwelling  house  and  store- 
room, and  the  old  Benjamin  farm,  adjoining  the 
village  on  the  north  side  of  the  Newburg  turnpike. 
He  also  bought  his  father’s  old  homestead  and  100 
acres  adjoining.  For  a number  of  years  he  success- 
fully engaged  in  mercantile  trade  in  the  village,  but 
finally  rented  his  store  to  J.  D.  Brenan,  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  farming  in- 
terests and  to  the  live  stock  business,  in  which  he 
was  extensively  engaged. 

To  Thomas  H.  and  Bridget  (Egan)  Clark 
were  born  seven  children,  as  follows:  (1)  William, 


born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  in  1858,  died  in  1887.  (2) 

Mary,  born  in  1861,  was  educated  partly  in  the 
public  schools  and  partly  in  the  academy  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  and  later  attended  St.  Celia  Convent,  at 
Scranton,  Penn.  She  married  John  McCuster,  of 
Preston,  Wayne  county,  and  they  now  reside  in 
Scranton.  Their  children  are  Lewis,  Minnie  and 
Madaline.  (3)  Catharine,  born  in  1863,  is  a grad- 
uate of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Academy,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Edward  F.  Riley,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  liquor  business  in  Omaha,  Neb.  They 
have  three  children,  Edna  M.,  Florence  E.  and 
Clark  E.  (4)  Ella,  born  in  Honesdale,  in  June, 
1865,  received  a good  academic  education,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  James  R.  Fleming,  of  Scranton, 
Penn.,  by  whom  she  has  had  two  sons,  James  and 
Albert.  (5)  Terrissa,  born  at  Tanner’s  Falls, 
Wayne  county,  in  1868,  obtained  her  education  in 
the  Mt.  Pleasant  Academy,  and  is  the  wife  of  D.  J. 
Foley,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Helen  C.  (6)  Cecelia,  born  at  Tanner’s 
Falls,  in  1870,  also  attended  the  Mt.  Pleasant 
Academy,  and  completed  her  education  in  the  con- 
vent at  Scranton.  (7)  Charles  H.,  born  in  Wayne 
county,  in  October,  1872,  attended  the  academy 
at  Pleasant  Mount  for  some  years,  and  later  became 
a student  in  the  Lowell  Business  College,  at  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  where  he  graduated  in  1894.  He 
now  has  charge  of  his  father’s  extensive  business 
as  general  manager,  and  is  actively  engaged  in  buy- 
ing and  selling  stock.  He  is  one  of  the  most  en- 
terprising and  progressive  young  business  men  and 
reliable  citizens  of  Mt.  Pleasant. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1879,  and 
in  January,  1881,  Mr.  Clark  wedded  Miss  Alary  E. 
Riley,  a daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Sarah  A.  Riley, 
natives  of  Ireland,  the  former  born  in  1807,  the  lat- 
ter in  1817.  The  father  died  some  years  ago;  the 
mother  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  over 
eighty  years.  Mrs.  Clark  was  born  in  1844,  and  is 
now  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Pleasant  Mount 
with  the  two  youngest  children  born  of  her  hus- 
band’s first  marriage.  She  has  no  children  of  her 
own. 

In  1883  Air.  Clark  became  connected  with  the 
Concord  Cattle  Company,  a stock  company  owning 
a large  cattle  ranch  near  Miles  City,  Mont.,  and  en- 
gaged in  raising  cattle  on  an  extensive  scale.  Our 
subject  visited  his  possessions  in  that  State  a short 
time  before  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  most  act- 
ive and  influential  business  men  of  Wayne  county, 
popular  with  all  classes  of  people,  being  a man  of 
sterling  worth  and  strict  integrity,  who  commanded 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  associates.  Though 
he  started  out  in  life  a poor  young  man,  he  accumu- 
lated, by  industry  and  careful  management,  a large 
property,  and  at  his  death  was  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  of  Wayne  county.  His  large  business  inter- 
ests are  now  most  ably  managed  bv  his  wife  and 
son  Charles.  He  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Alt. 
Pleasant,  in  July,  1895,  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat 
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in  politics,  and  most  acceptably  served  as  poormas- 
ter  of  the  village  for  several  years.  Religiously  he 
and  his  family  were  all  communicants  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church  at  Pleasant  Mount. 

MARTIN  H.  VAN  HOUSEN,  a venerable 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  has  been  engaged  for 
many  years  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  three  fine  farms  adjoining  each  other. 
While  he  keeps  an  oversight  of  the  work,  the  act- 
ive management  has  been  mainly  given  to  his  sons, 
and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  enjoying  in  a 
quiet  way  the  fruits  of  their  labors. 

Mr.  Van  Housen  was  born  December  29,  1816, 
at  Chatham,  N.  Y.,  the  son  of  William  and  Prudence 
(Ford)  Van  Housen.  William  Van  Housen  and 
his  wife  were  born  and  reared  at  Lexington,  Greene 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  after  their  marriage  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  settling  in  1826  in  New  Mil- 
ford township,  then  a wilderness.  They  made  their 
home  on  a tract  of  land  adjoining  our  subject's  pres- 
ent homestead,  building  a log  cabin  in  a clearing  in 
regular  pioneer  style,  and  the  father  died  there  in 
April,  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  The  moth- 
er, who-  was  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  died  at  our  subject's  home  in  January, 
1872,  aged  seventy-five,  and  their  remains  are  bur- 
ied in  the  cemetery  at  East  Bridgewater.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  eldest  of  their  large  family  of  children. 
(2)  Francisco  died  in  early  manhood.  (3)  Annice 
E.,  deceased,  married  Alvin  Aldrick.  (4)  Antinette, 
deceased,  married  Ira  Foote.  (5)  Amanda,  widow  of 
Windsor  Aldrich,  resides  in  East  Bridgewater,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  (6)  Orville  A.,  deceased,  mar- 
ried Ansil  Perkins.  (7)  William  died  in  early  man- 
hood. (8)  Jane  married  first  George  Aldrich,  and 
second  the  late  Horace  Cheeswell.  (9)  Prudence, 
deceased,  married  Smith  Sterling.  ( 10)  Salome 
married  Nathaniel  Gewett,  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship. (11)  Lovine  married  Helen  Pickering,  and 
died  leaving  one  child — Nellie. 

As  the  son  of  a pioneer  farmer  Mr.  Van  Housen 
became  familiar  with  all  branches  of  agricultural 
work,  much  that  is  now  accomplished  by  machinery 
being  then  done  by  hand.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  lie  married  and  settled  upon  his  present  home- 
stead, his  first  dwelling  house  being  a log  cabin 
which  he  occupied  about  twenty  years.  He  then 
built  a frame  house,  and,  while  he  and  his  wife  still 
maintain  much  of  the  simplicity  of  the  early  days, 
they  have  added  many  modern  improvements.  In 
politics  Mr.  Van  Housen  is  a stanch  Republican, 
but  he  has  never  aspired  to  official  honors.  On 
March  3,  1840,  he  was  married  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Aid- 
rich,  and  six  children  have  blessed  the  union  : ( 1 ) 

Ella  A.  died  in  infancy.  (2)  Henry  A.  died  at  the 
age  of  two  and  a half  years.  (3)  William  L.  was 
accidentally  shot  and  killed  while  hunting.  (4) 
Albert  L.  now  conducts  one  of  our  subject's  farms 
on  shares;  he  married  (first)  Miss  Fanny  Aldrich, 


and  (second)  Miss  Hattie  Caswell.  By  the  first 
marriage  he  had  three  children — Jessie  A.,  Edgar 
M.  and  Ralph — and  by  the  second  four  children — 
Edna  i\I.,  Rubie  M.,  Helen  F.  and  Lola  M.  (5) 
Lewis  F.  is  in  charge  of  one  of  his  father’s  farms ; 
he  married  Miss  Ella  Richardson  and  has  seven 
children — Theodore,  Velma,  Tressie,  Angus,  Grace, 
Luceille  and  Arlyn.  (6)  Prudence  M.  died  in  1877. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Aldrich)  \ an  Housen  possesses 
unusual  mental  gifts,  and  previous  to  her  marriage 
she  taught  school  for  ten  terms  in  Susquehanna 
county  with  marked  success,  being  employed  in  the 
townships  of  New  Milford,  Brooklyn  and  Bridge- 
water.  She  was  born  April  15,  1816,  in  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  of  good  New 
England  ancestry.  Her  father,  Nathan  Aldrich, 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire  and  married  in  Massa- 
chusetts Betsy  Wheelock,  a native  of  the  latter 
State.  In  the  fall  of  1815  they  removed  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  locating  first  in  Harford  town- 
ship, and  later  in  Brooklyn  township,  where  their 
remaining  years  were  spent.  They  were  Univer- 
salists  in  religious  faith,  and  by  their  upright  con- 
duct and  high  character  they  won  the  esteem  of 
their  associates.  The  mother  died  in  1871,  aged 
seventy-three  years,  and  the  father,  who  was  form- 
erly a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  1874,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-nine,  both  being  buried  at  Bridgewater 
cemetery.  They  had  the  following  children : Alan- 
son,  Andres,  Albert,  Mary  A.  (Mrs.  Van  Plousen), 
Alvin,  Windsor,  and  Alister  (Mrs.  Eleazer  Els- 
worth),  of  whom  Mrs.  Van  Housen  is  now  the  only 
survivor. 

JOHN  SMITH  FISHER,  cashier  of  the 
Stroudsburg  National  Bank,  of  Stroudsburg,  has 
an  enviable  standing  in  that  community.  While 
his  integrity  and  business  ability  are  recognized 
in  financial  circles,  his  sterling  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart  are  appreciated  in  social  life,  and  the 
knowledge  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  must 
be,  in  itself,  a rich  reward  for  his  long  and  useful 
career. 

He  was  born  January  22,  1822,  in  what  is  now 
Polk  township,  Monroe  county  (then  Northamp- 
ton county),  and  comes  of  thrifty  German  ances- 
try. His  great-grandfather,  Michael  Fisher,  died 
on  the  ocean  while  on  the  voyage  from  Germany 
to  America  with  his  family,  and  the  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  party  settled  in  this  section  soon  after 
their  arrival  in  what  is  now  Monroe  county.  The 
widow  married  a Mr.  Gower,  a grain  merchant. 

John  Lawrence  Fisher,  our  subject’s  grandfa- 
ther, was  one  of  three  children — two  boys  and  one 
girl — according  to  some  papers  found  after  his 
death.  He  made  his  home  upon  a farm  within 
the  present  limits  of  Polk  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years 
and  three  months.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth  Merhekam,  also  attained  a good  old 
age.  They  had  a large  family  of  children,  as  fol- 
lows : Michael,  who  died  at  the  homestead,  aged 
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seventy  years;  Dewalt,  a farmer  of  Polk  township, 
who  uied  in  his  sixty-ninth  year;  Abraham,  our 
subject’s  father;  Lawrence,  who  survived  the  others 
and  died  when  over  seventy  years  old ; Conrad, 
who  died  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  aged 
forty-two;  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Adam  Keller),  who 
died  in  Easton,  Penn.;  Catherine  (Mrs.  Peter  Fred- 
erick), who  died  at  Cherry  Valley,  Monroe  county; 
Margaret  (Mrs.  Conrad  Hawk),  who  died  in  Polk 
township,  MonrOe  county ; Eva,  who  never  married, 
and  made  her  home  with  the  Keller  family  in  East- 
on; Susannah,  who  married  Jesse  Siglin;  and  Maria, 
who  married  Michael  Hawk  and  died  in  Polk  town- 
ship, Monroe  county. 

Abraham  Fisher,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  1789,  at  the  old  homestead,  and  after  acquiring 
an  education  in  the  schools  of  the  locality  lie  en- 
gaged in  farming  there.  He,  with  his  brothers 
Lawrence  and  Michael,  inherited  the  farm,  but 
neither  of  the  latter  ever  married.  Abraham  Fish- 
er died  in  March,  1851,  and  his  wife,  Margaret 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  1802,  in  Carbon  county, 
Penn.,  died  in  1876.  Her  family  was  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch  stock,  and  her  father,  Abraham  Smith, 
was  a farmer  in  Carbon  county,  where  he  died  at  an 
advanced  age.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  three  children.  (2)  Mary  married  first 
James  Gregory,  deceased,  and  second  George  Smale. 
By  the  first  marriage  she  had  two  children — -Ma- 
linda  and  Mary — and  by  the  second  she  had  one 
daughter,  who  married  Peter  Bowlinger.  (3) 
Charles,  the  youngest,  now  deceased,  was  a farmer 
in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county.  He  left  four 
children — Fannie,  Becky,  May  and  George,  all  of 
whom  reside  in  that  county. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  the  old  homestead, 
attending  only  the  common  schools  of  his  district, 
and  he  followed  farming  as  an  occupation  until  the 
fall  of  1864.  He  was  always  interested  in  politics, 
being  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  for  many  years  was 
continuously  in  office.  From  1847  t°  1863  he  was 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Polk  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  in  the  latter  year  he  was  elected  county  reg- 
ister and  recorder.  In  this  position  he  served  three 
terms,  nine  years  in  all,  and  on  retiring  in  1872 
he  decided  to  devote  his  attention  to  business.  For 
four  years  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  by-  the  Tan- 
ite  Company,  and  in  1876  he  became  teller  in  the 
Stroudsburg  Bank.  In  1881  he  was  promoted  to  the 
post  of  cashier,  which  he  has  ever  since  held,  the 
institution  being  changed  to  a national  bank  in 
February,  1887.  In  religious  faith  Mr.  Fisher  is 
a Lutheran,  as  were  his  parents  and  all  his  ances- 
tors as  far  back  as  they  are  known.  He  is  identi- 
fied with  various  fraternal  orders,  including  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows ; the  Order  of 
American  Mechanics ; and  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men,  and  in  each  of  these  he  has  passed  through 
all  the  chairs. 

In  1846  Mr.  Fisher  married  Miss  Susannah 
Shupp,  who  was  born  August  17,  1822,  in  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  and  seven  children 


have  blessed  the  union:  (1)  Nathan  died  when 

three  years  old.  (2)  Edwin,  born  September  19, 
1849,  1S  employed  in  the  United  States  mint  at  Phila- 
delphia. He  married  Miss  Sophia  Burd,  a native  of 
New  Jersey,  and  has  one  daughter — Sallie.  (3) 
James  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  (4)  Charles  A. 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  (5)  Mary  died  in 
her  fourth  year.  (6)  Catherine  aied  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three.  (7)  Wilson,  born  May,  1865,  is  em- 
ployed in  the  car  shops  in  Stroudsburg;  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Sigman,  of  South  Easton,  and  has 
two  children — John  and  Adella. 

EDWARD  L.  BEEBE,  a retired  farmer  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Franklin  Forks,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wind- 
sor, Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.-,  February  16,  1824. 

Mr.  Beebe  is  a son  of  Harry  and  Orrill  (Wal- 
ler) Beebe,  natives  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  who 
on  coming  to  Susquehanna  county,  in  1828,  first 
located  in  Brooklyn  township,  where  they  spent  two 
years.  The  following  three  years  they  passed  in 
Forest  Lake  township,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
removed  to  Franklin  township,  where  the  father 
died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Sub- 
sequently the  mother  found  a pleasant  home  with 
our  subject,  and  there  she  passed  away  in  1886, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Franklin 
Forks  cemetery.  To  them  were  born  six  children, 
namely:  Lyman,  who  enlisted  in  1863  in  the  141st 

P.  V.  I.,  and  died  in  field  hospital  in  1864;  Phineas 
W.,  a retired  mechanic  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
Henry,  who  died  in  1885;  Edward  L.,  our  subject; 
Margaret,  deceased,  who  (first)  married  H.  Pear- 
son, and  (second)  S.  L.  Stillwell;  and  Sarah,  wife 
of  Eli  B.  Smith,  a merchant  of  Franklin  Forks. 
Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents,  Timothy  and 
Sarah  (Loverage)  Beebe,  were  of  Welsh  extrac- 
tion. They  lived  for  a time  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn., 
and  died  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.  In  his  younger  days 
the  grandfather  followed  shoemaking,  .but  later  he 
devoted  his  attention  to  farming. 

Edward  L.  Beebe  remained  with  his  parents 
until  after  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  at 
Franklin  Forks,  June  7,  1849,  Miss  Dolly  B.  Smith 
becoming  his  wife.  To  them  were  born  three 
children,  as  follows : Javan  D.,  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  wedded  Mary  Marsh,  and  had  two  children, 
Edward  K.  (deceased)  and  Stanley  J. ; Emorilla 
(first)  married  John  Guernsey,  by  whom  she  had 
one  daughter,  Nellie,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  E. 
Hemstraught,  a carpenter  of  Binghamton,  by  whom 
she  has  one  son,  Harry:  Miles  S.  married  Amy 
Sherwood  and  has  one  son,  Meade,  a soldier  in  the 
1st  New  York  Volunteers,  stationed  at  Honolulu, 
and  who  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  that 
city.  Mrs.  Beebe  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
N.  Y.,  June  9,  1827,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Belinda  (Bartrum)  Smith,  natives  of  Litchfield 
county,  Conn.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Joseph 
and  Lydia  (Beers)  Smith,  were  also  natives  of  that 
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State,  were  farming  people,  and  died  in  Roxbury, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  4.  4 he  maternal  grandparents, 

Eli  and  Dolly  (Lyon)  Bartrum,  were  born  m 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio ; throughout  his  active  business  life 
Mr.  Bartrum  followed  farming,  but  his  last  davs 
were  spent  in  retirement  from  all  labor.  Joseph 
Smith,  father  of  Mrs.  Beebe,  removed  from  Rox- 
bury, Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Lranklin  Forks,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  April  19,  1844,  and  here  pur- 
chased a tract  of  143  acres,  on  which  he  built  a tan- 
nery, operating  same  until  it  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
seven  years  later.  In  1857  he  and  his  wife  removed 
to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  he  bought  land  and 
engaged  in  farming  until  called  from  this  life,  in 
1868,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  Ins  remains 
being  interred  on  his  farm,  which  has  since  been 
converted  into  a public  cemetery.  He  was  a man 
of  prominence,  and  had  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother  died  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Beebe,  in  November,  1896,  aged 
ninety-seven  years,  eleven  months  and  six  days, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Franklin  Forks  cemetery. 
The  children  of  the  family  were  Lydia,  deceased, 
who  (first)  married  Stillman  Fuller,  and  (second) 
Bealey  Cogswell,  both  Baptist  ministers ; Clara, 
deceased  wife  of  x\sa  Fuller;  Edwin  D.,  deceased; 
Eli  B.,  a merchant  of  Franklin  Forks;  Dolly  B., 
wife  of  our  subject;  Mary  A.,  who  (first)  married 
Edgar  Smith,  and  (second)  James  White,  and  died 
in  Wisconsin;  Israel,  deceased;  Jane,  who  married 
William  Stevens,  and  died  in  Minnesota;  Emily, 
who  married  Daniel  Bordman,  and  died  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; and  Joseph  Alfred,  who  died  dur- 
ing his  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and  was  buried  in 
Kentucky. 

Until  twenty-five  years  of  age  Mr.  Beebe  con- 
tinued to  assist  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm, 
which  he  then  purchased  of  his  father,  and  to  its 
further  improvement  and  cultivation  he  devoted 
his  energies  until  1878,  when  he  removed  to  his 
present  farm  in  Franklin  township;  he  is  now  prac- 
tically living  retired,  leaving  the  operation  of  the 
place  to  younger  hands.  On  September  20,  1864, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  Iv,  185th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  A.  H.  Spore,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  He  spent 
most  of  his  time  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  in  a 
skirmish  one  morning,  while  the  Union  lines  were 
advancing,  received  a flesh  wound  in  the  right  arm. 
He  was  sent  to  Harwood  hospital,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  where  he  remained  until  mustered  out.  He 
is  now  a prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
part}'.  He  has  been  honored  with  a number  of 
local  offices,  such  as  supervisor  and  school  director, 
and  was  once  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but  re- 
fused to  qualify.  He  served  as  county  commis- 
sioner in  1871.  1872  and  1873,  discharging  the 
duties  of  the  office  in  a most  commendable  manner. 
Although  he  has  rounded  the  psalmist’s  span  of 
threescore  vears  and  ten,  and  the  snows  of  several  ; 


winters  have  whitened  his  hair,  he  has  the  vigor 
of  a much  younger  man,  and  in  spirit  and  interest 
seems  yet  in  his  prime.  Mrs.  Beebe  is  a member 
of  the  1\I.  E.  Church,  to  which  her  husband  liberally 
contributes. 

CALVIN  C.  HALSEY,  M.  D.,  who  for  forty 
years  or  more  has  practiced  medicine  in  and  about 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  traces  his  ancestry 
back  nearly  three  hundred  and  eighty  years  to  the 
Halseys  of  Great  Gaddesden,  England. 

Thomas  Halsey,  his  first  American  ancestor, 
was  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  in  1637,  and  from  there  went 
to  eastern  Long  Island.  From  this  ancestor  Dr. 
Halsey  is  in  the  seventh  generation.  Dr.  Stephen 
Halsey,  Jr.,  the  Doctor's  grandfather,  born  in  1757, 
at  Southold,  L.  I.,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  He  married  Hamutal  Howell,  of 
Bridgehampton,  L.  I.,  where  he  died  in  1837.  Their 
son,  Rev.  Herman  Halsey,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  1793,  in  Bridgehampton,  and  married  So- 
phia Woolworth,  a native  of  the  same  place.  He 
was  graduated  from  Williams  College,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1811,  from  which  institution  he  after- 
ward received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  He  was  a cler- 
gyman of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  for  a time 
engaged  in  missionary  work  in  Kentucky,  and  in 
1820  located  in  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.  Eleven 
years  later  he  removed  to  Niagara  county,  and 
there  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-eight 
years,  dying  at  East  Wilson.  His  wife  died  in 
1876. 

Dr.  Calvin  C.  Halsey  was  born  March  31,  1823, 
at  Bergen,  N.  Y.  He  was  graduated  in  1844  from 
Williams  College,  which  later  gave  him  the  degree 
of  A.  M.  During  the  winter  of  1844-45  he  was 
engaged  in  teaching  at  Lewiston,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
April,  1845,  he  came  to  Montrose,  Penn.,  serving 
as  principal  of  the  Susquehanna  Academy  for  two 
years  from  that  time.  He  read  medicine  with  Drs. 
E.  Patrick  and  G.  Z.  Dimock,  of  Montrose,  and  at- 
tended his  first  course  of  lectures  at  Jefferson  Med- 
ical College,  Philadelphia,  in  1847-48.  In  the  fall 
of  the  latter  year  he  became  a clerk  in  the  Bank  of 
Susquehanna  County,  remaining  until  January, 
1850,  when  he  attended  a course  of  lectures  at  Cas- 
tleton  (Yt.)  Medical  College,  which  gave  him  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  in  1850.  He  practiced  medicine 
one  year  in  Niagara  county,  N.  Y.,  one  year  at 
Montrose,  and  early  in  1853  located  at  Nicholson, 
Penn.,  where  he  remained  until  1859.  I’1  the  fall 

of  that  year  he  again  returned  to  Montrose,  where 
he  has  ever  since  resided.  Dr.  Halsey  became  a 
member  of  the  Susquehanna  Medical  Society  in 
1859,  was  secretary  of  the  Society  1861-63,  1873-78 
and  1880-87,  and  its  president  1868-71.  He  has 
twice  represented  the  State  Medical  Society  as  dele- 
gate to  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  He  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Medical  Society  in  1863,  1866,  1885 
and  1886,  and  in  1885  was  a vice-president  of 
the  State  Societv.  He  became  a Fellow  of  the 
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American  Academy  of  Medicine  in  1880.  He  was 
examining  surgeon  for  Susquehanna  county  for  the 
draft  of  1862,  and  went  to  Harrisburg  with  the 
men.  On  the  invasion  of  Pennsylvania  in  1863  by 
the  Confederate  forces  under  Gen.  Lee,  Dr.  Halsey, 
under  a call  from  the  Governor,  raised  a company 
of  men  which  was  designated  as  Company  D,  35th 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Militia,  of  which  he  was 
commissioned  captain.  The  company  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  July  2,  1863,  and 
mustered  out  August  7,  same  year.  Dr.  Halsey  was 
appointed  United  States  Pension  Examining  Sur- 
geon in  1864,  and  held  that  position  twenty-one 
years,  and  1889-93.  From  1865  until  1885  he  held 
the  office  of  jail  physician  for  Susquehanna  county. 
He  was  coroner  of  the  county  1860-63  and  1869-81, 
making  fifteen  years  of  service. 

Politically  Dr.  Halsey  is  a Republican.  He  was 
an  Abolitionist  and  a Free-Soiler,  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  J.  G.  Birney.  Religiously  he 
is  of  the  Presbyterian  faith,  has  been  a ruling  elder 
in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Montrose  since 
1S72,  and  clerk  of  the  session  since  1873. 

On  September  27,  1866,  he  was  married  to 
Mary,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Etheridge,  of  Mont- 
rose. Owing  to  ill  health  the  Doctor  has  not  been 
engaged  in  active  practice  for  about  ten  years.  He 
is  pensioned  for  disabilities  incurred  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  B.  POSSINGER,  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence  and  business  capacity,  owns 
a valuable  tract  of  land  in  Jackson  township,  and  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests 
of  Monroe  county,  contributing  largely  to  its  repu- 
tation by  improving  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms 
within  its  borders.  He  is  admired  and  esteemed 
by  his  friends  and  neighbors,  and  enjoys,  as  he  de- 
serves, a generous  portion  of  this  world’s  goods. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  John  Possinger,  was 
a native  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  where  his  marriage, 
to  Elizabeth  Handeline,  probably  occurred.  On 
coming  to  Monroe  county,  in  early  manhood,  he  lo- 
cated in  Jackson  township,  when  there  were  only 
seven  families  in  the  district  now  included  in  Po- 
cono  and  Jackson  townships.  Here  he  took  up  300 
acres  of  land  and  developed  a small  farm.  By  trade 
he  was  a blacksmith  and  tinsmith.  His  children  were 
Joseph,  father  of  our  subject,  who  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Monroe  county;  John,  Jr. ; Reuben,  who  also 
lived  in  Monroe  county ; Catherine,  wife  of  Abram 
Tucker;  Susanna,  wife  of  Abram  Smith,  of  Jack- 
son  township ; and  Mary,  who  married  Daniel  Bei- 
lis, of  Jackson  township,  and  died  in  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania. 

Joseph  Possinger,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  February  4,  1802,  and  always  resided  in  Jack- 
son  township,  engaged  in  farming  and  coopering. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret 
Becker,  a native  of  Jackson  township,  and  a daughter 
of  Henry  Becker,  a Revolutionary  soldier.  The  chil- 
dren born  of  this  union  are  as  follows ; Rosanna, 


now  the  widow  of  Philip  Frailey,  and  a resident  of 
Jackson  township;  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  Sebastian 
Singer,  of  Pocono  township  ; Catherine,  wife  of  God- 
frey Ruff,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; Margaret,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years ; Peter,  a farmer 
of  Bradford  county;  John  B.,  our  subject;  Aman- 
dus,  justice  of  the  peace  of  Jackson  township;  Jo- 
seph, a farmer  and  carpenter  of  Jackson  township; 
and  Edwin,  who  died  in  infancy. 

John  B.  Possinger  was  born  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, November  13,  1836,  and  spent  his  boyhood 
days  under  the  parental  roof.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  began  life  for  himself,  in  the  coopering  busi- 
ness, which  he  followed  for  several  years.  He  then 
purchased  sixty  acres  of  land  in  his  native  town- 
ship, to  which  he  subsequently  added  a tract  of 
twenty  acres,  and  here  he  has  since  resided,  his  time 
and  attention  being  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  March,  1867,  Mr.  Possinger  was  married, 
in  Jackson  township,  to  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Frantz,  also  a native  of  Jackson  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eunice 
(Metzgar)  Frantz.  To  them  have  been  born  three 
children : Joseph ; Thomas,  who  was  born  March 
25,  186S,  and  assists  his  father  in  the  farm  work; 
and  Ida,  now  the  wife  of  Alexander  Siptroth.  of 
Clark’s  Summit,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.  The  en- 
tire family  hold  membership  in  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  they  occupy  an  enviable  position  in  the 
best  social  circles  of  the  community  in  which  they 
live.  Mr.  Possinger  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, as  were  his  ancestors,  and  has  acceptably  served 
as  inspector  of  elections,  judge  of  elections,  assessor 
(one  term),  school  director  (nine  years)  and  over- 
seer of  the  poor  (three  years),  being  the  present 
incumbent  in  the  last  named  office. 

PETER . ALFAST,  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
fine  farms  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county, 
has  lived  on  his  present  place  since  1865,  and  dur- 
ing his  long  residence  here  he  has  gained  the  good- 
will and  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  Mr.  Al- 
fast  was  born  August  21,  1830,  in  Denmark,  where 
his  parents,  Nelson  and  Elsie  Alfast,  were  farming 
people,  and  he  was  one  of  a family  of  five  children — 
Mary,  Ceren,  Nelson,  Secie  and  Peter.  The  father 
died  in  1S40,  the  mother  in  1870.  Nelson,  the  only 
brother  of  our  subject,  was  a soldier  in  the  Prussian 
war  for  three  years.  He  is  still  a resident  of  Den- 
mark, where  he  married  and  has  a family  of  five 
children,  one  of  whom,  Lawson,  came  to  this  coun- 
try twenty-four  years  ago  and  settled  in  Denver, 
'Colo.,  where  he  has  since  remained,  engaged  in 
mining.  He  is  unmarried. 

In  1850  Peter  Alfast,  believing  that  greater  op- 
portunities awaited  him  in  the  United  States,  crossed 
the  ocean  on  a sailing  vessel,  which  landed  him  in 
New  York  after  a voyage  of  six  weeks.  He  pro- 
ceeded from  that  city  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where 
he  arrived  without  anything  in  his  pocket,  and  from 
there  he  drifted  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  at  which  place 
he  took  steamer  for  Independence,  that  State.  The 
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spirit  of  adventure  was  strong  in  him,  and  having 
caught  the  gold  fever  which  was  then  raging  in 
this  country  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
New  Eldorado.  From  Independence  he  journeyed 
overland  to  California,  crossing  the  plains  with  the 
train  of  a contractor  named  James  McCoy,  which 
besides  a company  of  seventy-five  men  included 
2,500  head  of  cattle,  400  horses,  500  mules,  and  twen- 
ty-five canvas-covered  wagons  with  six  yoke  of 
oxen  to  each.  They  left  Independence  in  May  and 
arrived  in  Sacramento,  Cal.,  on  September  25,  1851. 
Mr.  Alfast  commenced  the  search  for  the  precious 
metal  after  reaching  the  gold  district  of  Amador 
county,  where  he  followed  mining  for  four  or  five 
years  with  varying  success,  but  he  succeeded  in 
accumulating  a fair  share  of  this  world's  goods  in 
that  time.  He  finally  took  passage  for  Panama  on  the 
"John  L.  Stephins,”  crossed  the  Isthmus,  and  em- 
barked at  Aspinwall  for  New  York,  the  voyage 
being  made  via  Havana.  From  New  York  he  sailed 
back  to  his  native  Denmark,  and  on  his  journey 
visited  England,  Germany  and  other  countries,  re- 
turning to  the  United  States  in  1857.  On  his  re- 
turn he  was  married  in  New  York  to  Miss  Mary 
Vinton,  a German  lady,  and  they  started  a board- 
ing-house at  No.  68  Cherry  street,  in  that  city,  which 
they  continued  for  four  or  five  years.  In  1861  he 
and  his  wife  made  a trip  to  Germany  and  Denmark, 
remaining  abroad  for  a year,  and  on  their  return 
they  re-opened  their  boarding-house,  which  they 
carried  on  for  four  years  more.  In  1865,  on  ac- 
count of  Mrs.  Alfast’s  health,  they  moved  to  a farm 
in  West  Damascus,'  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  which  he 
purchased,  located  two  miles  west  of  Tyler  Hill,  on 
the  Newburg  pike,  and  a large  part  of  this  land  has 
been  cleared  by  Air.  Alfast’s  own  labors.  Since  his 
removal  here  he  has  given  all  his  time  and  attention 
to  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  he  has  one  of 
the  finest  properties  in  the  township,  systematically 
cultivated  and  well  managed,  with  good  buildings, 
fences,  etc.  Mr.  Alfast  is  a good  example  of  the 
self-made  man,  having  come  to  this  country  without 
means,  but  with  a fixed  determination  to  advance 
himself,  and  he  has  progressed  steadily  ever  since  his 
arrival.  He  is  a man  of  upright  character  and  true 
moral  worth,  and  he  commands  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow  citizens  throughout  the  township  where  he 
has  made  his  home  for  over  thirty  years.  He  has 
filled  the  office  of  school  director  in  the  township  for 
six  years. 

Mrs.  Mary  Alfast  passed  away  in  1866,  and  in 
July,  1868,  Mr.  Alfast  wedded  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Fouisa  Schweighofer,  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Catherine  Schweighofer,  of  Germany.  No 
children  were  born  to  his  first  union,  but  eleven 
have  been  born  to  his  second  marriage,  viz.:  (1) 
Fizzie,  born  in  May,  1869,  is  unmarried  and  lives 
at  White  Plains,  N.  Y.  (2)  Kate,  born  in  December, 
1870,  is  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Barnes,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
previous  to  her  marriage  she  taught  for  four  years 
in  the  public  schools.  (3)  Mary,  born  in  April,  1872, 
is  the  wife  of  George  B.  Lassby,  of  Milanville, 


Wayne  county.  (4)  Nelson  B.,  born  January  10, 
1874,  lives  with  his  parents.  (5)  Charles  P.  was 
born  July  18,  1S75.  (6)  Naomi,  November  17,  1877. 
(7)  David  R.,  in  February,  1880  (died  in  October, 
1888).  (8)  Alvin,  March  3,  1882.  (9)  Fillie,  Aug- 
ust 10,  1884.  (10)  Ezra,  February  11,  1887.  (11) 

Lawrence,  November  12,  1890.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfast 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Damascus. 
He  is  a Free  Mason  in  fraternal  affiliation,  having 
united  with  the  Order  in  New  York  City  in  1863, 
and  since  removing  to  his  present  home  he  holds 
membership  with  Delaware  Dodge  No.  561,  of 
Cochecton.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the 
Democratic  party. 

JOHN  KENT  JENKINS  (deceased)  was 
one  of  the  few  men  to  whom  the  public  intuitively 
turns  for  representatives  in  public  service.  He 
united  the  qualities  of  integrity,  devotion  to  the 
needs  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  ability 
of  a high  order,  and  that  rare  personality  which  won 
for  him  the  lasting  friendship  of  his  many  friends 
and  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Jenkins  was  the  descendant  of  a long  line 
of  American  citizens.  His  grandfather,  Benjamin 
Jenkins,  was  born  in  Scituate,  Mass.,  but  migrated 
to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  from  Connecticut,  in  1818. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  manufacturers  of  Amer- 
ica, laying  the  foundation  for  those  iron  industries 
which  have  since  risen  to  a magnitude  that  brings 
prestige,  wealth  and  power  to  the  nation.  Benjamin 
Jenkins  was  in  his  day  a man  of  great  force  of  char- 
acter and  commanding  personal  presence.  In  1795 
he  built  a scythe  factory  operated  by  water  power,  in 
Winsted,  Conn.,  the  third  establishment  of  the  kind 
in  the  country.  He  followed  lumbering  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, building  a sawmill  and  also  a scythe  factory 
near  Honesdale,  and  acquired  considerable  wealth. 
He  had  served  as  a member  of  the  Legislature  of 
Connecticut  in  1803  and  1804.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  Benjamin  Jenkins  married  Elizabeth 
Boyd,  of  Little  Britain,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Boyd ; she  was  an  orphan  in  childhood.  Mr.  Jenk- 
ins died  January  18,  1853. 

Benjamin  Jenkins,-  son  of  Benjamin  Jenkins, 
mentioned  above,  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  He 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  December  6,  1796,  and 
died  January  18,  1871.  His  wife,  Pollie  (Kent), 
was  born  in  Cohasset,  Mass.,  July  19,  1795.  and 
died  October  22,  1881.  Tkey  were  married  in 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  October  4,  1820,  and  chil- 
dren were  born  to  their  union  as  follows:  James  D.. 
May  4,  1823;  Elizabeth,  September  9,  1825  (died 
young)  ; Mary  J.,  September  3,  1828  (died  unmar- 
ried) ; Horace,  September  27,  1833;  John  Kent, 
January  9,  1838.  The  father  was  a quiet,  unas- 
suming man.  He  spent  many  years  in  the  employ 
of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  railroad. 

John  K.  Jenkins  spent  his  boyhood  days  at 
Prompton,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  became 
a clerk,  attending  school  in  winter.  Two  years 
later  he  became  a clerk  at  Carbondale.  At  the 
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early  age  of  twenty-four  years  he  was  elected 
prothonotary  of  Wayne  county,  serving  one  term 
in  that  incumbency,  and  he  was  elected  to  a number 
of  other  responsible  and  honorable  offices.  In 
politics  he  was  a Republican ; in  religious  faith  a 
Presbyterian;  and  in  social  affiliations  a Free 
Mason.  After  his  time  as  county  officer  expired  he 
became  employed  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal 
as  assistant  paymaster,  remaining  three  years,  when 
he  entered  the  First  National  Bank,  as  teller.  After 
two  years  in  the  bank  he  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business  at  Honesdale,  Penn.,  in  company  with 
Gilbert  Knapp,  later  buying  Mr.  Knapp’s  interest 
and  continuing  tne  business  up  to  his  death.  He 
was  married,  June  6,  i860,  to  Miss  Susan  E110,  a 
native  of  Seely ville,  Wayne  county,  and  a daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Eunice  (Sage)  Eno,  who  are  men- 
tioned more  fully  elsewhere. 

To  John  K.  and  Susan  Jenkins  were  born  nine 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  Frederick  Winthrop,  born 
April  12,  1861,  received  a common-school  educa- 
tion, and  after  his  father’s  death  assumed  charge 
of  the  hardware  business,  continuing  same  up  to  one 
year  before  his  death,  on  March  12,  1890.  (2) 

Mary  Munsill,  born  May  9,  1863,  married,  October 
15,  1890,  Charles  B.  Comstock,  of  Elgin,  111.,  secre- 
tary of  the  Condensed  Milk  Co.  (3)  Benjamin 
Daniel,  born  April  6,  1865,  is  in  a railroad  office  at 
Salt  Lake  City.  (4)  Martha  Louise,  born  Novem- 
ber 9,  1870,  is  a graduate  of  the  M.  E.  Hospital, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (5)  Susan  Elizabeth  was  born 
June  14,  1873.  (6)  John  K..  born  October  5,  1875, 

and  (7)  Gail  Borden,  born  November  4,  1877,  are 
at  home.  (8)  Lauria  Eno  and  (9)  Grace  Alice 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Jenkins  died  at  his  home  May  15,  1878. 
His  death  was  widely  felt,  for  he  was  one  of  the 
best-known  men  of  his  county.  His  widow  resides 
at  the  old  home  in  Honesdale,  surrounded  by  her 
family,  and  holds  a high  place  in  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  her  wide  circle  of  friends. 

GEORGE  W.  CRANDALL  (deceased)  was 
one  of  the  men  whose  lives  were  sacrificed  on  the 
altar  of  their  country  during  the  dark  days  of  the 
Civil  war.  He  was  a native  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, born  in  New  Milford  township  March  2,  1827. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Caleb  Crandall,  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island  in  1786,  and  was  educated  in  that 
State.  In  1810  he  was  married,  in  Connecticut,  to 
Miss  Charlotte  Babcock,  who  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  1789,  and  there  they  passed  the  first  three 
years  of  their  married  life,  coming  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  at  the  end  of  that  time.  They  first 
located  in  Springville,  but  shortly  afterward  re- 
moved to  New''  Milford,  where  the  father  worked 
at  his  trade  of  carpenter  for  a number  of  years. 
Subsequently  he  went  to  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  continued  to  follow  his  chosen  occupa- 
tion until  late  in  life.  There  he  died  in  1848,  and 
his  worthy  wife,  who  long  survived  him,  passed 
away  in  1872.  In  their  family  were  twelve  chil- 


dren, namely  : ( 1 ) Charlotte,  born  in  Connecticut 

in  1811,  married  Bailey  Evans,  and  located  near 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  where  they  reared  a family  of  six 
children — Melissa,  Mary,  Dora,  Crandall,  Louise 
and  Nancy.  (2)  Ira,  born  in  Connecticut  in  1812, 
married  and  located  in  Richford,  N.  Y.  (3)  Mary 
became  the  wife  of  M.  L.  Green,  of  New  Milford, 
Penn.,  and  had  eight  children.  (4)  William  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Ohio,  where  two  of  his  sons  are 
still  living.  (5)  John,  born  in  New  Milford  in 
1817,  married  and  moved  to  Cortland,  111.,  where 
he  died  leaving  two  daughters,  who  are  still  living 
in  the  West.  (6)  Job  T.,  born  in  1818,  was  a resi- 
dent of  Waterloo,  N.  Y.  His  son,  J.  Warren,  is 
now  living  in  Rock  Island,  111.  (7)  Sarah,  born 

in  1820,  married  Edwin  Green,  of  New  Milford, 
and  now  resides  in  Oregon.  (8)  Charles,  born  in 
1822,  married  and  located  in  New  York  State,  where 
he  died  in  1849,  leaving  no  children.  (9)  Isaac, 
born  in  1824,  married  and  settled  in  Owego,  N.  Y. 
He  has  two  children  living— Morris,  a resident  of 
Owego;  and  Alsine,  of  Illinois.  (10)  George  \\  . 
was  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (11)  Alsine,  born 
in  1829,  is  the  wife  of  Sylvester  Schutt,  of  Slater- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  five  children — Louise, 
Henry,  George,  Howard  and  Cora.  (12)  Albert, 
born  in  New  Milford  in  1831,  married  Olive  Green, 
of  Susquehanna  county,  and  moved  to  Ohio. 

George  W.  Crandall  was  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  New  Milford  for  his  educational  ad- 
vantages. During  his  youth  he  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade,  which  he  made  his  life  work,  after 
his  marriage  remaining  in  New  Milford  for  a short 
time,  and  then  removing  to  Brookdale,  where  he 
followed  his  chosen  calling  until  after  the  opening 
of  the  Rebellion.  In  the  spring  of  1861  he  enlisted 
in  Company  IT,  4th  P.  R.  V.  C..  of  which  he  was 
first  lieutenant,  but  resigned  in  November,  1861. 
On  account  of  ill  health  he  remained  at  home  until 
November,  1862,  when  he  raised  a company,  be- 
coming its  captain.  This  was  Company  C,  151st 
P.  V.  I.,  and  he  was  in  active  service  until  taken 
ill  in  1863,  some  time  after  the  fight  at  Chancellors- 
ville.  After  some  time  spent  in  hospital,  where  his 
wife  went  to  care  for  him,  he  was  granted  a fur- 
lough and  returned  home,  where  he  died  August 
24,  1863.  His  integrity  of  character,  his'  sterling 
worth,  and  never-failing  courtesy,  made  him  be- 
loved by  all  who  had  the  honor  of  his  acquaintance, 
and  he  left  a large  circle  of  friends,  as  well  as  his 
family,  to  mourn  his  decease. 

On  April  21.  1848,  Mr.  Crandall  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Hinchman,  daughter 
of  Barton  and  Mary  (Townsend)  Hinchman,  rep- 
resentatives of  old  and  prominent  families  of  Sus- 
sex county,  N.  J.,  who  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  in  1838,  and  took  up  their  residence  in 
Brookdale,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  agri- 
culture. In  their  family  were  nine  children : 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jacob  Chalker ; Hannah,  wife  of 
Alanson  Chalker,  of  Conklin,  N.  Y. ; Mary  A., 
widow  of  our  subject;  Almeda  and  William,  both 
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of  whom  died  young;  John,  who  married  and  lo- 
cated m New  York;  James,  who  tiled  from  the 
effects  of  wounds  received  in  battle  during  the  Civil 
war,  leaving  a wife,  but  no  children ; Harriet,  wife 
of  J.  13.  Lasure,  of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  and  James,  who  was  born  after  the  death 
of  his  brother  of  the  same  name,  and  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Brookdale. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crandall  were  born  four 
children:  (1)  Charlie,  born  in  1848,  served  in  the 

Civil  war,  enlisting  in  February,  18O4,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  in  Company  A,  5th  New  York  Cavalry, 
and  remaining  in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased. 
In  1872  he  enlisted  in  the  regular  army  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  C,  7th  Cavalry,  and  this  time  served 
for  five  years,  being  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Custer  on  his  Indian  raids,  and  was  present  in  the 
battle  and  terrible  massacre  in  which  that  brave 
commander  was  killed.  After  leaving  the  army  he 
married  Evalyn  Winans,  of  Corbettsville,  N.  Y., 
and  located  at  Lawsville,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in 
April,  1885,  leaving  a wife  but  110  children.  (2) 
William  A.,  born  at  Lawsville  in  1851,  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Harford  Soldiers  Orphans  School,  and 
is  now  a resident  of  Susquehanna,  where  he  is  serv- 
ing as  superintendent  of  the  Prudential  Insurance 
Co.  He  married  Carrie  Van  Loan,  of  Liberty 
township,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children — 
M.  Maude;  George  T.,  who  died  young;  and  Ken- 
neth. (3)  Ida  M.,  born  in  Liberty  township  in 
1853,  received  her  education  at  the  Harford  Sol- 
diers Orphans'  School,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  L. 
Tiffany,  of  New  Haven^Conn.,  by  whom  she  has 
one  son,  Ralph.  (4)  Laura  L.,  born  in  October, 
i860,  also  attended  the  Harford  Soldiers  Orphans 
School,  and  higher  institutions  of  learning  in  that 
town,  and  later  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
school  for  three  terms  in  Susquehanna  county.  In 
1898  she  married  F.  IT.  Southworth,  a prominent 
merchant  and  business  man  of  Lawsville  Center, 
where  he  is  now  serving  as  postmaster.  With  them 
Mrs.  Crandall  now  finds  a pleasant  home,  and  is 
spending  her  declining  years  in  ease  and  quiet,  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  lux- 
uries of  life.  She  is  a consistent  Christian 
woman,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  her  husband  also  belonged,  and 
with  which  her  family  are  also  connected.  1 he 
sons  are  supporters  of  the  Republican  party,  with 
which  Mr,  Crandall  affiliated  until  his  death.  1 he 
family  is  one  of  prominence  socially,  and  its  mem- 
bers occupy  honorable  positions  in  life. 

CYRUS  SMITH  JOHNSTON.  In  the  lineage 
of  those  men  who  rise  to  commanding  prominence, 
in  whatever  sphere  of  human  activities  they  essav, 
may  often  be  found  the  keynote  of  their  subsequent 
success.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  among  the 
most  prominent  residents  of  Harford  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  He  has  attained  this  promi- 
nence and  the  responsibilities  attached  to  it  by  his 
own  unaided  efforts.  The  lines  of  -his  rugged  char- 


acter are  not  those  of  most  men.  He  is  a man  of 
strong  convictions,  to  which  he  is  true.  His  will 
power  is  strong,  it  asserted  itself  when  his  father 
tried  to  make  a farmer  of  him.  The  boy's  inclination 
was  for  a mercantile  career,  and,  with  no  desire  to 
thwart  the  wishes  of  his  parents,  he  nevertheless 
was  impelled  to  follow  his  own  bent  of  mind.  I11 
his  veins  flowed  the  blood  of  men  who  had  battled 
for  freedom,  and  of  men  who  had  achieved.  At 
the  home  of  his'  birth  in  New  York  State  was  a 
largeness  of  possessions  that  must  have  influenced, 
unconsciously  perhaps,  the  lad’s  strength  of  char- 
acter. The  sketch  of  his  life  is  one  of  exceeding 
interest. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  born  at  Sidney  Plains,  Dela- 
ware Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  7,  1825,  son  of  William 
Strong  and  Fanny  (Dickerman)  Johnston,  and 
grandson  of  Hugh  and  Lydia  (Strong)  Johnston, 
whose  broad  estate  of  640  acres  lay  upon  the  fertile 
banks  of  the  Susquehanna  river.  Lydia  Strong, 
the  paternal  grandmother  of  our  subject,  was  the 
sister  of  Cyrus  Strong,  who  was  president  of  the 
Broome  County  Bank  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Grand- 
father Hugh  Johnston  died  at  Sidney,  leaving  a fam- 
ily of  six  children,  William  S.,  Betsey,  David,  Ab- 
ner, Edward  Hugh,  and  Almira. 

William  Strong  Johnston,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  at  Sidney  Plains  October  8,  1794. 
He  adopted  farming  as  his  life  pursuit,  and  in  the 
neighboring  county  of  Chenango,  at  Rockdale,  he 
met  and  married  Miss  Fanny  Dickerman.  She  was 
born  at  Rockdale  September  28,  1805,  daughter  of 
a sturdy  blacksmith  and  farmer,  who  was  a lad  in 
his  "teens”  in  the  Green  Mountain  State  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  who  imitated  the  ex- 
ample of  his  relatives  and  enlisted  in  the  cause  of 
his  country’s  freedom,  serving  as  a scout  for  nine 
months  during  the  closing  period  of  the  struggle. 

The  Dickerman  family  in  America  traces  its 
ancestry  to  Thomas  Dickerman,  who  in  1635  mi- 
grated from  England  to  America  and  settled  in 
Dorchester,  Mass.  From  this  ancestor  the  mother 
of  our  subject  was  of  the  sixth  generation,  the  line 
of  descent  being  as  follows:  (1)  Thomas  Dicker- 
man  settled  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  in  1635  ; his  wife’s 
name  was  Ellen.  (2)  Abram  Dickerman,  born  in 
1639,  married  Mary  Cooper,  December  2,  1658,  and 
died  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1711.  (3)  Abram 

Dickerman,  born  January  14,  1673,  married  Eliza- 
beth Glover,  and  died  in  1748.  (4)  John  Dickerman, 
born  October  2,  1727.  married  Esther  Sperry,  June 
18,  1752,  moved  from  New  Haven  to  Vermont. 
(5)  John  Dickerman,  born  in  Vermont  March  17, 
1764,  married,  in  1789,  Thankful  Smith,  who  was 
born  April  7,  1768.  in  Granby,  Mass.  He  moved  to 
Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  blacksmithing  to  old  age.  He  died  Novem- 
ber 6,  1848,  at  Guilford,  Chenango  county.  He  was 
a prominent  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  (6) 
Fanny  was  the  mother  of  our  subject. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  S.  Johnston, 
pursued  the  vocation  of  farming  in  various  locali- 


462 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ties,  and  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  eighty  years. 
He  died  February  19,  1875,  and  was  buried  at  Dan- 
ville, Penn.  His  wife  died  April  9,  1869,  and  was 
buried  at  Chicago,  111.  Their  twelve  children,  all 
born  at  Sidney,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  were  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Cyrus  Smith  is  our  subject.  (2)  James 
Perry,  born  November  13,  1826,  married  November 
13,  1850,  Melinda  Finch,  of  Ottawa,  111.,  and  died 
June  1,  1851,  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.  (3)  John  De- 
los, born  August  3,  1828,  died  February  5, 

1852,  at  Delhi,  N.  Y.  (4)  Julia  Baxter,  born 
June  11,  1830,  married,  September  23,  1857, 

at  Chicago,  111.,  William  Delon,  of  Raysville,  Ind. 
He  died  November  26,  1857,  at  Chicago,  and  for  her 
second  husband  she  married,  September  17,  1866, 
at  Raysville,  Ind.,  Aaron  Burr  Steinmetz,  an  attor- 
ney. (5)  William  Henry,  born  July  12,  1832,  died 
September  11,  1832.  (6)  Austin  Smith,  born  July 
29,  1833,  married  October  2,  1852,  at  Cohoes  Falls, 
N.  Y.,  Martha  Gledhill,  who  died  at  Chicago,  Aug- 
ust 24,  i860.  He  again  married,  March  21,  1864, 
Elizabeth  Aldrich,  who  died  May  3,  1868.  For  his 
third  wife  he  married,  December  14,  1868,  Marietta 
Raymond.  He  was  engaged  in  the  milk  business  at 
Chicago,  and  is  now  deceased.  (7)  Francis  Howes, 
born  July  30,  1835,  died  October  26,  1835.  (8) 

Henry,  born  May  25,  1837,  married  November  10, 
1859,  at  New  York  City,  Amelia  F.  Many;  he  is  a 
watchmaker  and  jeweler  of  New  York.  (9)  Almira 
Cotton,  born  June  23,  1839,  married  November  7, 
1861,  at  Chicago,  Harvv  Hastings,  now  a farmer 
of  Middletown  Springs,  Vt.  (10)  Edward  Hugh, 
born  May  4,  1841,  married  August  14,  1864,  Caro- 
line Finley,  and  lives  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  (11)  Fran- 
ces Emogene,  born  May  4,  1843,  married  at  Clyde, 
Ohio,  October  8,  1864,  William  L.  H.  Owens,  of 
Louisville,  Ivy.,  and  she  is  now  president  of  the 
Owens  Publishing  Co.,  of  Chicago.  (12)  Harvey 
Alberti,  born  November  19,  1845,  is  now  an  officer 
in  Company  M,  7th  Regiment  United  States  Cav- 
alry. 

Cyrus  S.  Johnston,  our  subject,  remained  on 
his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of 
age.  His  early  tastes  were  for  a mercantile  life,  but 
his  father  did  not  encourage  them,  for  he  wished  to 
keep  the  boy  on  the  farm.  Cyrus  walked  ten  miles 
to  Guilford  Center,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  made 
application  to  the  merchant  there  for  a position  as 
clerk.  He  returned  home,  and  several  months  later 
was  sent  for,  thus  beginning  his  career  for  himself 
as  a clerk.  There  he  remained  three  years.  It  was 
too  slow  for  the  ambitious  young  financier,  and  he 
resigned  to  engage  in  peddling  jewelry  on  the  road 
for  Lewis  Emmons,  being  so  successful  that  at 
the  expiration  of  a year  he  began  business  in  the 
same  line  for  himself.  For  four  years  he  carried 
a valise,  but  he  had  plans  ahead,  and  the  profits  of 
the  business  were  accumulating.  From  a traveling 
merchant  to  the  owner  of  a store  was  the  next  step. 
In  partnership  with  Zerah  V ery  he  purchased,  April 
10,  1849,  a mercantile  business  at  Harford,  Penn.,  ; 
and  this  they  successfully  conducted  until  1855,  m I 


which  year  Mr.  Johnston  erected  the  store  building 
in  which  the  business  was  conducted  until  its  sale 
ten  years  later.  Our  subject,  in  partnership  with 
G.  W.  Rees,  then  purchased  a store  at  Hop  Bottom, 
Susquehanna  county.  Preferring  Harford  as  a place 
of  residence,  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  Hop  Bot- 
tom store  to  his  partner  three  years  later  for  $2,- 
400,  and  returned  to  Harford.  For  six  years  he 
clerked  for  Hon.  Henry  M.  Jones  for  $400  per  year, 
but  since  1874  he  has  retired  from  business. 

Mr.  Johnston  possesses  what  may  be  called  a 
financial  mind.  His  shrewd  business  judgment  per- 
ceives the  value  of  things  before  they  become  appar- 
ent to  others  less  favored  in  that  respect.  That 
invaluable  attribute  he  has  exercised  freely  in  his 
mercantile  and  business  pursuits,  and  the  result  has 
been  the  accumulation  of  a fair  competence.  He 
still  keeps  in  touch  with  the  mercantile  world  in  the 
community  of  which  he  is  a most  substantial  factor, 
keeping  the  books  of  E.  E.  Jones. 

Our  subject  was  married,  September  16,  1849, 
at  Harford,  to  Miss  Hulda  Louise  Edwards,  who 
was  born  in  Harford  township,  July  1,  1827,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Mary  C.  (Chandler)  Edwards. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  November 
19,  1797>  son  °f  John  Edwards,  a sea  captain. 
Charles,  when  a young  man,  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  migrated  to  Harford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  a year  later  he  married  Mary  C. 
Chandler,  daughter  of  James  and  Huldah  (Payne) 
Chandler,  who  were  among  the  ear.liest  settlers  of 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  James 
Chandler  was  one  of  the  “Five  Partners”  who  in 
1809  migrated  from  Connecticut  and  purchased  a 
large  choice  tract  of  land  in  Gibson  township.  The 
children  of  Charles  and  Mary  C.  Edwards  were 
James  C. ; Charles  C. ; Huldah  L.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Mary  M.,  who  married  Dr.  A.  T.  Brundage ; 
Sarah  A. ; Evelyn  E.,  widow  of  Daniel  C.  Brun- 
dage; H.  Amelia,  wife  of  W.  B.  Guile,  of  Omaha; 
Frances  C.,  wife  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Davis;  and  Clark 
Stephen.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were  born  two 
children  : Charles  A.,  who  married  Elizabeth  V.  Mul- 
len, of  Texas,  and  is  a practicing  physician,  having 
located  at  Harford  October  19,  1899;  and  Cyrus  H., 
who  married  Mrs.  Hattie  (Watrous)  Williams,  and 
resides  at  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  employed 
by  the  Bradstreet  Mercantile  Agency.  The  faith- 
ful and  devoted  wife  of  our  subject  passed  away 
October  19,  1895,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Harford  township.  She  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  a wom- 
an of  many  accomplishments  and  graces  of  char- 
acter. 


In  politics  Mr.  Johnston  is  a Republican.  For 
active  politics,  however,  he  has  never  had  anv  taste. 
He  served  one  term  as  justice  of  the  peace,  but  de- 
clined re-election,  and  though  often  importuned  has 
steadily  declined  to  permit  his  name  to  be  used  as 
a candidate  for  any  office.  Since  1851  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr. 
Johnston  has  been  a man  of  untiring  industry,  and 
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to  his  large  capacity  for  work  is  due  in  a great  meas- 
ure his  success  in  life.  He  possesses  a wonderfully 
retentive  memory,  and  the  vigor  and  strength  of  his 
mind  are  unimpaired.  He  is  a splendid  example  of 
a self-made  man,  and  is  one  of  whom  Susquehanna 
county  is  justly  proud. 

DANIEL  C.  BRUNDAGE,  deceased.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch,  one  of  the  representative 
and  successful  farmers  of  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  August  6,  1824, 
son  of  Parmenius  F.  and  Lillis  (Brundage)  Brttnd- 
age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  October  5,  1782,  son  of  James  Brund- 
age, a farmer  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  who  had 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Parmenius 
Brundage  in  his  youth  acquired  a knowledge  of 
the  blacksmith’s  trade.  He  married  his  cousin, 
Ldlis  Brundage,  who  was  born  August  23,  1785, 
and  they  moved  to  Benton,  Lackawanna  county, 
where  in  addition  to  his  trade  Parmenius  engaged 
largely  in  farming,  which  he  followed  through  life. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  died  February  9,  1862,  his  wife  pass- 
ing away  March  17,  1861.  Both  are  buried  in  Clif- 
ford cemetery.  The  children  of  Parmenius  and 
Lillis  Brundage  were  as  follows:  James,  born 
August  10,  1805,  is  deceased:  Betsey  L.,  born  No- 
vember 14,  1809,  died  October  29,  1819;  Abner, 
born  March  14, ’1816,  is  deceased;  Israel,  born 
April  16,  1818,  died  November  3,  1819;  Albert  T., 
born  November  4,  1820,  is  a retired  physician  and 
minister  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  residing  at  Harford, 
Penn.;  Daniel  C.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
Amos  H.,  born  October  16,  1828,  is  a physician  of 
New  York  City. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Lacka- 
wanna county,  and  adopted  farming  as  his  life  vo- 
cation, settling  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  married,  October  11,  i860,  at  Gibson, 
Miss  Evelyn  E.  Edwards,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Alary  C.  (Chandler)  Edwards,  natives  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut,  respectively.  Charles  Ed- 
wards was  born  November  19,  1797.  in  Rhode 
Island,  son  of  John  Edwards,  a sea  captain.  Charles 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  in  1821  came  alone 
to  Harford  township.  His  wife,  Mary  C.  Chandler, 
born  November  10,  1802,  came  when  a child  with 
her  parents,  James  and  Huldah  (Payne)  Chandler, 
from  Connecticut,  her  father,  James  Chandler,  be- 
ing one  of  the  “Five  Partners”  of  Gibson  township, 
who  located  there  in  1809.  James  Chandler  reared 
a familv  of  children,  several  of  whom  became  promi- 
nent. Charles,  the  eldest  son,  was  coroner  in  1824, 
sheriff  in  1827,  and  member  of  the  Legislature  in 
1838-39.  Stephen  P.  and  James  were  the  other 
sons. 

The  family  of  Charles  and  Mary  C.  Edwards 
were  as  follows:  James  C.,  born  December  11,  1823. 
died  in  1887;  Charles  C.,  born  October  1.  1825,  was 
a well-known  physician  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and 


died  in  1898;  Huldah  L.,  born  July  1,  1827,  mar- 
ried C.  S.  Johnston,  of  Harford;  Alary  AT,  born 
December  24,  1831,  married  Dr.  Albert  T.  Brundage, 
of  Harford;  Sarah  A.,  born  February  25,  1834,  re- 
sides in  Harford  township ; Evelyn  E.,  born  in  Gib- 
son township,  July  16,  1837,  is  the  widow  of  our 
subject;  Harriet  A.,  born  August  6,  1841,  married 
\Y.  B.  Guile,  a business  man  of  Omaha,  Neb.; 
Frances  C.,  born  August  10,  1843,  married  Rev. 
J.  B.  Davis,  a Alethodist  Episcopal  minister,  of 
Carbondale,  Penn. ; and  Stephen  C.,  born  Decem- 
ber 24,  1847,  died  April  27,  1868. 

To  Daniel  C.  and  Evelyn  E.  Brundage  were 
born  two  daughters : Mary  A.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  months,  and  Sarah  L.,  who  mar- 
ried W.  W.  Adams,  station  agent  at  Kingsley, 
Penn.  Our  subject  remained  in  Gibson  township, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  also  for  some 
years  was  a merchant  until  December,  1887,  when 
he  retired  from  active  life  and  removed  to  Har- 
ford township.  While  living  in  Luzerne  ccuntv,  in 
earlier  years,  he  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  in  Susquehanna  county  he  served  as 
mercantile  appraiser.  He  and  his  wife  were  active 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Air. 
Brundage  died  at  Kingsley,  June  25,  1898,  while  on 
a visit  to  his  daughter.  He  was  a man  of  many  es- 
timable qualities,  and  his  death  was  mourned  by  a 
wide  circle  of  friends.  His  widow  is  now  making 
her  home  with  Dr.  A.  T.  Brundage,  of  Harford, 
and  her  daughter,  Airs.  W.  W.  Adams,  of 
Kingsley’s. 

EPHRAIAI  I.  CARR,  a leading  business  man 
of  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna  county,  has  done  much 
to  assist  in  the  development  of  the  resources  of  that 
locality,  his  excellent  judgment  and  rare  executive 
ability  being  recognized  as  factors  in  the  success  of 
various  enterprises.  He  was  born  in  October,  1824, 
at  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  comes  of 
good  old  pioneer  stock.  James  Carr,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  came  from  New  Jersey  at  an  early  day, 
and  settled  upon  a farm  at  Waymart,  where  he  died 
in  1840.  He  and  his  wife  had  eight  children,  of 
whom,  Thomas  Carr,  our  subject’s  father,  was  the 
eldest.  (2)  John  married  and  settled  in  Bethany, 
where  he  died  leaving  two  daughters — Clarinda, 
now  Airs.  John  Robinson,  of  Honesdale,  Wayne 
county,  and  Sarah,  now  Airs.  Depew,  of  Rochester, 
N.  T*.  (3)  Edward  married  and  settled  at  Way- 
mart,  where  he  died  leaving  one  son — F.  G.  Carr, 
who  is  still  a resident  of  Waymart.  (4)  James  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Wyoming  county,  near  Tunk- 
hannock,  where  he  died  leaving  one  son,  who  is  still  a 
resident  of  that  city.  (5)  Erastus  married  Aliss 
Alargaret  Whitaker,  and  settled  in  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  died ; his  widow  now  re- 
sides with  her  daughter — Airs.  Storer,  in  Wayne 
county.  (6)  Polly  became  Airs.  Wilmot,  and  set- 
tled in  Ohio,  where  she  died  leaving  a family.  (7) 
Sylvia  married  John  A.  Curtin,  of  Honesdale.  where 
she  died  leaving  a family  of  whom  some  still  reside 
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in  Honesdale.  (8)  Nancy  married  Reuben  Conclit, 
and  resided  for  many  years  near  Waymart,  but  later 
they  removed  to  Wilkes  Barre,  where  they  died  leav- 
ing three  children,  still  residents  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Carr,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  in  1791,  but  his  youth  was  chiefly 
spent  in  Wayne  county,  where  he  secured  a common- 
school  education.  He  married  Miss  Abigail  Moore, 
who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  for  some  time 
they  made  their  home  at  Bethany.  In  1832  he  lo- 
cated at  Starrucca,  where  he  conducted  a store  and 
hotel  for  a number  of  years.  In  1851  he  removed 
to  Susquehanna,  and  took  charge  of  the  "Carr  Ho- 
tel,” which  continued  to  bear  his  name  for  many 
years.  He  sold  the  place  in  1861,  as  old  age  made 
business  cares  a heavy  burden,  and  until  his  death 
in  1875  lie  lived  in  retirement.  In  politics  he  was 
an  Old-Line  Whig  previous  to  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party,  which  he  supported  in  later 
years.  As  a public-spirited  citizen  he  took  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  local  afifairs,  and  he  held  various 
offices  in  Wayne  and  Susquehanna  counties.  He 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  Mrs.  Carr,  who  died  in  1865,  was  an  active 
worker  in  the  Church  and  Sunday-school.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  eldest  of  a family  of  seven  children.  (2) 
Jane,  born  in  1826,  at  Honesdale,  married  Elisha 
Kenyon,  of  Susquehanna,  and  settled  near  Windsor, 
N.  Y.,  where  she  died  in  1898,  leaving  two  children: 
Thomas,  a resident  of  Alabama,  and  Eva,  who  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  New  York  City.  (3)  Ann  Eliza, 
born  in  1829,  married  James  Kirk,  of  Susquehanna, 
and  removed  to  California,  where  Mr.  Kirk  died 
leaving  no  children.  She  then  married  John  Har- 
desty, of  San  Jose,  Cal.,  and  they  have  two  daugh- 
ters— Helen  and  Sarah,  both  of  whom  are  married. 
(4)  Thomas,  born  in  1831,  at  Starrucca,  resided  for 
some  years  in  Beldenville,  Wis.,  but  is  now  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  at  Thompson,  N.  D.,  where  he 
owns  one  thousand  acres  of  land.  In  1898  he  mar- 
keted 14,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  1,500  bushels  of 
oats.  He  married  Miss  Helen  Pike,  of  Wisconsin, 
and  has  six  children — Frank,  Edward,  Helen,  Edna, 
Belle  and  Angeline,  all  of  whom  have  married  and 
settled  in  North  Dakota.  (5)  Frank,  born  in  1836, 
at  Starrucca,  was  a bright,  ambitious  young  man, 
who  died  unmarried  in  California,  while  engaged 
in  developing  some  mines.  (6)  John,  born  at  Star- 
rucca, died  in  Susquehanna  in  early  manhood. 

Our  subject’s  youth  was  spent  in  Wayne* coun- 
ty. When  his  parents  removed  to  Susquehanna  he 
accompanied  them,  being  employed  by  his  father  in 
the  hotel  for  some  years.  He  was  always  keenly 
interested  in  political  affairs,  and  during  the  Civil 
war  served  as  deputy  provost  marshal  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Susquehanna.  In  1875  he  married  Mrs. 
Isabelle  (Rogers)  Simons,  a native  of  Delaware 
county,  Penn.  Her  parents,  Alexander  and  Isabelle 
Rogers,  were  born  in  Scotland,  and  spent  their  last 
years  at  their  home  in  Delaware  county.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Carr  bought  an  attractive  home  in 
Lanesboro,  and  a fine  farm  adjoining  the  village, 


and  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  farming  and  in 
general  business.  He  is  a strong  Republican,  and 
has  held  various  local  offices  in  his  township,  in- 
cluding those  of  assessor  and  school  director.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  Lodge  in  Susquehanna,  and 
he  and  his  family  ar<j  prominent  in  social  life,  his 
wife  and  daughter  being  active  workers  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  Of  his  two  children:  (ij  Adda 
PI.,  born  in  November,  1875,  attended  the  schools 
of  Lanesboro,  and  the  Wyoming  Seminary,  where 
she  graduated.  She  married  Rev.  M.  H.  Reid,  a 
native  of  Albany,  New  York,  who  is  now  a Y.  M. 
C.  A.  missionary  on  the  East  coast  of  Africa. 
They  have  one  son,  Lawson  C.,  born  in  February, 
1898.  (2)  Thomas  A.,  born  in  February,  1877,  in 
Susquehanna,  was  educated  at  Lanesboro  and  in  the 
Wyoming  Seminary,  and  is  now  at  home. 

HENRY  J.  TYLER  (deceased),  who  was 
born  in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
in  1835,  was  a son  of  Jared  and  Sally  (Hartt)  Ty- 
ler, a grandson  of  Job  and  Sally  (Thatcher)  Tyler, 
and  a great-grandson  of  John  and  Mercy  (Thatch- 
er) Tyler. 

John  Tyler,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  Harford  township,  was  born  in  Attleboro,  Mass., 
in  1746,  and  as  the  agent  for  Henry  Drinker  sold 
many  farms  on  the  Tunkhannock  river.  He  died 
in  1822,  his  wife  Mercy  in  1835.  She  was  noted 
for  her  ministrations  to  the  sick  and  afflicted  in  the 
pioneer  settlement.  Their  four* sons  were  John, 
Job,  Joab  and  Jabez,  and  their  five  daughters  were 
Mercy,  Mary,  Polly,  Nannie  and  Achsah.  Jared 
Tyler,  who  was  a farmer  in  New  Milford  township, 
died  in  1877,  aged  seventy-two,  and  his  wife  Sally 
passing  away  in  1874.  To  them  were  born  five 
children : Henry  J.,  John,  Mary  E.,  Edward  J. 

and  Jared  H.,  all  now  deceased  except  Edward  J., 
a farmer  of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  On  September  9,  1857,  Henry  J.  Tyler 
married  Miss  Julia  A.  Coughlan,  daughter  of  Obed 
G.  and  Hannah  B.  (Guile)  Coughlan.  Of  this 
union  came  one  child,  Mary  E.,.born  August  5, 
1862,  who  is  married  to  Dr.  William  W.  Fletcher, 
a physician  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and  has  one  son, 
Walter  Tyler  Fletcher.  Henry  J.  Tyler  died  De- 
cember 9,  1878,  and  on  June  14,  1882,  his  widow 
married  Henry  Esterbrook,  now  also  deceased. 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  Esterbrook  was  born  in  Har- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  June  30.  1838. 
Her  father,  Obed  G.  Coughlan,  was  a native  of 
Vermont,  and  a son  of  Joseph  and  Eunice  (Gra- 
ham) Coughlan,  whose  five  children  were  Lemuel 
G.,  a farmer  of  Delaware  county,  Iowa  ; Charles, 
deceased ; Obed  G.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Esterbrook ; 
Julia,  who  died  unmarried;  and  Mary,  who  also 
died  unmarried.  Obed  G.  Coughlan  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  when  a young  man,  and  settled  in 
Flarforcl  township.  For  some  years  he  worked  on 
a carding  machine  in  the  woolen-mill,  but  later  in 
life  he  devoted  his  attention  to  farming.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  B.  Guile,  daughter  of  Samuel  B.  and 
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Hannah  B.  (Coleman)  Guile,  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  became  early  settlers  of  Harford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  Samuel  B.  Guile  was  a 
farmer,  and  in  addition  operated  a woolen-mill  and 
other  early  industries  in  Harford  township.  He 
was  born  in  Columbia,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1781, 
and  was  of  the  sixth  generation  in  descent  from 
John  Guile,  who  in  1630  migrated  from  Scotland, 
first  settling  at  Watertown,  Mass.,  and  six  years 
later  at  Dedham.  Samuel  B.  Guile  married  Han- 
nah B.  Coleman,  a native  of  Coventry,  Conn.,  and 
in  1820  moved  with  his  family  to  Harford,  where 
he  became  a very  prominent  citizen.  He  died  in 
1847,  aged  sixty-six  years,  leaving  a large  family 
of  children.  To  Obed  G.  and  Hannah  B.  Cough- 
lan  were  born  children  named  as  follows:  Julia  A. 
(Mrs.  Esterbrook)  ; Merritt,  of  Chicago,  111.;  Evans 
P.,  who  lived  at  Syracuse,  X.  Y.,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Samuel  M.,  formerly  of  Harford,  deceased; 
and  Charles  W.,  deceased,  who  had  been  clerk  in  a 
drug  store  at  Williamsport,  Penn.  Obed  G. 
Coughlan  died  in  Harford  township,  in  1892,  aged 
eighty  years ; his  widow  is  yet  living,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  Mrs.  Esterbrook  now  lives  in 
Harford  township.  She  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  and  highly-respected  women  of  the  town- 
ship. She  is  progressive,  cultured,  and  interested 
in  all  the  social  affairs  of  the  community,  and  all 
public  matters  which  influence  the  general  wel- 
fare. 

MRS.  ABBIE  MATTISON,  widow  of  the 
late  Henry  Mattison,  is  a highly-esteemed  resident 
of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county.  As  the  wife 
of  a pioneer  agriculturist  she  had  an  honorable  part 
in  the  progressive  movements  which  have  reclaimed 
this  section  from  the  wilderness,  and  her  influence 
has  been  none  the  less  valuable  because  exercised 
within  the  sphere  of  home.  "Her  children  rise  up 
and  call  her  blessed.”  and  she  may  well  take  pride  in 
them,  and  in  the  high  standing  they  have  taken  in 
the  community. 

Mrs.  Mattison  was  born  in  1828,  in  Stroud 
township,  daughter  of  James  and  Rachel  Hallet. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  paternal  side  is  traced  to  France, 
and  the  family,  of  which  a more  complete  account 
appears  elsewhere,  is  one  of  the  most  respected  in 
this  section. 

During  girlhood  Airs.  Mattison  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Stroud  township,  and  in  August, 
1849,  she  married  Henrv  Mattison.  a native  of  New 
Jersey.  Soon  afterward  they  settled  at  the  present 
homestead,  which  was  cleared  and  improved  by 
Mr.  [Mattison.  The  buildings,  which  were  erected 
by  him,  are  tasteful  and  substantial,  and  the  farm  is 
now  considered  one  of  the  best  in  the  locality.  Mr. 
Mattison  was  an  excellent  citizen,  and  his  death,  in 
1884,  caused  sincere  grief  among  a wide  circle  of 
friends,  whose  esteem  he  had  won  by  his  sterling 
qualities  of  character.  For  many  vears  he  was  a 
leading  member  of  the  [Methodist  Church  at 
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Spragueville.  While  he  was  not  especially  active 
in  political  affairs,  he  took  much  interest  in  the  ques- 
tions of  the  day,  and  he  was  an  Old-time  Democrat. 

Mrs.  Mattison  is  still  an  active  worker  in  the 
Church  at  Spragueville,  of  which  her  husband  was 
long  a supporter.  After  many  years  of  efficient 
labor  she  is  now  enjoying  the  afternoon  of  life,  and 
patiently  awaiting  the  summons  to  "come  higher,” 
and  join  the  loved  companion  gone  before.  Of  her 
children:  (1)  Ellen,  born  in  1850,  is  the  widow  of 
George  Bartholomew,  of  Moscow,  Penn.,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Lizzie.  (2)  Phcebe,  born  in  1852, 
married  Benjamin  Rice,  of  Spragueville,  and  has 
three  children,  Jennis,  Albert  and  George.  (3) 
Mary,  born  in  December,  1853,  married  Hiram 
Mann,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  has  five  children,  Clara 
(wife  of  James  Krestler,  a merchant  at  the  Water 
Gap),  Elmer,  Rena,  Hazel  and  Ernest.  (4)  James, 
born  in  1855,  resides  in  East  Stroudsburg.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Amanda  Pencil,  and  has  three  children. 
(5)  Joseph,  born  in  July,  1858,  died  in  early  man- 
hood. (6)  Rachel,  born  in  January,  i860,  married 
Abram  Bachman,  of  Scranton,  and  died,  leaving 
two  children,  Laura  and  George.  (7)  William,  born 
in  July,  1861,  died  in  childhood.  (8)  Jennie,  born 
in  January,  1863,  married  Irving  Bachman,  of 
Stroudsburg,  and  has  three  sons,  Albert,  Arthur  and 
Floyd.  (9)  Margaret,  born  in  1865,  married  Jus- 
tin Segrist,  of  Scranton.  (10)  Victor,  born  in  1866, 
died  at  the  age  of  twelve.  (11)  Johnson,  born  in 
1869,  is  a young  man  of  excellent  abilities  and  high 
character.  He  is  not  married,  and  resides  with  his 
mother  upon  the  old  homestead. 

ROBERT  ENSLIN,  a prosperous  agricult- 
urist and  lumberman  of  Wayne  county,  his  fine 
farm  being  located  on  the  line  which  divides  South 
Canaan  township  from  Lake,  is  a native  of  the  coun- 
ty, born  September  3,  1831.  He  is  a son  of  George 
and  Sarah  (Swingle)  Enslin,  whose  sister  Susan 
married  Jacob  Shaffer,  of  Lake  township,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased. 

Up  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  our  subject 
worked  for  his  father,  and  then  after  a brief  inter- 
val purchased,  from  the  latter,  part  of  his  (our 
subject’s)  present  farm  of  137  acres,  paying  there- 
for $8  per  acre,  the  remaining  acres  being  given  to 
him  by  his  father.  Here  he  has  since  successfully 
carried  on  general  farming,  also  lumbering.  On 
June  16,  i860,  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
countv,  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Steriger,  he  was  married  to 
[Miss  Sarah  J.  Buckland,  and  a brief  record  of  the 
children  born  to  this  union  is  as  follows : [Martha 
A.,  born  June  17,  1861,  married  Walter  Curtis,  a 
farmer  in  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  and 
they  have  three  children — Herbert,  Rena  and  Beat- 
rice; Elizabeth,  born  December  3,  1863.  married 
Elbert  Swingle,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, and  has  three  children — Leona,  Lena  and  Ruth ; 
William  H.,  born  July  29,  1867,  married  Emma 
Enslin,  and  is  on  the  farm  along  with  his  father ; 
Williard  D.  (twin  of  William  H.),  a farmer  by  oc- 
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cupation,  married  Anna  Burleigh,  of  Canaan,  Penn., 
and  they  have  two  children — Blanche  M.  and  Ade- 
laide; and  Edward,  born  April  19,  1870,  also  a 
farmer,  married  Lettie  Bell. 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  (Buckland)  Enslin  was  born  May 
15,  1843,  a daughter  of  Charles  D.  and  Eunice  ( J ag- 
gers) Buckland,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  respectively, 
the  former  born  January  29,  1816,  and  died  August 
28,  1848,  the  latter  born  May  5,  1821,  and  died 
April  17,  i860;  their  remains  were  interred  respect- 
ively near  and  in  Keens  Pond  burying  grounds, 
in  Wayne  county.  The  children  born  to  this  hon- 
ored couple  were  Sarah  J.  (wife  of  our  subject), 
born  May  15,  1843;  and  Susan,  born  July  4,  1845, 
died  August  8,  1847.  After  the  death  of  the  father 
of  these,  the  mother  married  George  Beech,  who 
died  in  April,  1895.  Three  children  came  of  this 
union : Adelbert  and  Adeline,  both  deceased,  and 
Electa,  who  married  Charles  Hilgert,  proprietor  of 
a meat  market  in  Dunmore,  Penn.  Chester  and 
Sarah  Buckland,  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Ens- 
lin,  came  from  Connecticut  to  Wayne  county,  and  set- 
tled in  South  Canaan  township.  In  1889  Mrs.  Enslin 
unfortunately  received  a stroke  of  paralysis  in  the 
right  arm,  and  has  thereby  lost  the  use  of  it.  In 
politics  Mr.  Enslin  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  for 
four  years  he  served  as  supervisor.  He  is,  pos- 
sessed' of  the  essential  qualifications  of  the  success- 
ful man,  and  his  indefatigable  labor,  his  sound 
judgment  and  well-directed  efforts  have  brought  to 
him  the  prosperity  which  he  now  enjoys. 

LUCAS  W.  HANKINS,  owner  and  proprie- 
tor of  a beautiful  summer  resort  in  Manchester 
township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  October  31, 
1831,  in  Tusten  township,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a 
son  of  John  and  Susan  (Thomas)  Hankins.  His 
paternal  grandparents,  Ralph  and  Mary  Hankins, 
were  of  Holland  descent,  and  were  early  settlers 
and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Pike  county,  Penn. 
His  great-grandfather  Hankins  served  under  Gen. 
Washington  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was 
with  the  Continental  army  when  they  crossed  the 
Delaware.  Our  subject’s  maternal  grandparents. 
Judge  and  Rebecca  Thomas,  of  Damascus  township, 
Wayne  county,  were  prominent  settlers  along  the 
Delaware  river.  The  great-great-grandfather  and 
great-grandfatherwere  early  pioneers  along  the  Dela- 
ware. One  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Lackawaxen 
by  the  Tories  and  Indians;  the  other  was  shot  by 
the  Indians  at  the  mouth  of  Skinner’s  creek,  in 
sight  of  Mr.  Hankins’  grandfather’s  farm,  on 
which  stood  the  block  fort  in  Revolutionary  times. 

John  Hankins,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Pike  county,  and  throughout  life  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  and  in  the  mercantile  trade. 
Moving  to  Liberty  township,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y., 
he  purchased  a large  tract  of  land,  on  which  he 
erected  two  sawmills,  which  he  successfully  oper- 
ated, and  did  an  extensive  business  on  the  site  of 
the  present  village  of  Hankins,  which  was  named 


in  his  honor.  He  rafted  a large  amount  of  lum- 
ber down  the  Delaware  river  to  southern  markets, 
and  continued  to  engage  in  this  business  until  his 
death,  in  1847.  John  and  Susan  Hankins  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Lucas 

W.  is  our  subject.  (2)  Mary,  born  in  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  October,  1833,  married  Col.  Zal- 
man Main,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  who  during 
the  Civil  war  raised  a company  in  Indiana,  and  for 
bravery  and  valor  on  the  field  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  colonel,  having  command  of  an  Indiana 
regiment.  He  died  in  1866,  leaving  a wife  and  one 
child,  Florence  E.,  who  now  resides  in  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  (3)  Rebecca  T.,  born  in  Sullivan  county, 
N.  Y.,  is  a well-educated  woman,  was  for  a num- 
ber of  years  a successful  teacher  in  the  public 
schools,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Binghamton.  (4) 
Angie  E.,  born  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  married  Capt.  C.  A.  Johnson,  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  who  died  in  1894,  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  she  now  makes  her  home  at  Binghamton.  (5) 
Susan  A.,  born  in  Hankins,  N.  Y.,  in  1841,  married 
David  Bush,  of  California,  born  in  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, and  they  located  in  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  where 
he  was  connected  with  the  Adams  Express  Com- 
pany for  a number  of  years,  or  until  his  health 
failed.  He  died  at  his  home  in  that  place  in  1889, 
leaving  a wife,  now  a resident  of  Binghamton ; one 
son,  Edward,  a civil  engineer  residing  in  Rome, 
N.  Y.,  and  one  daughter,  Jessie,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  (6)  John  R.,  born  in  Han- 
kins, was  educated  in  the  New  York  schools,  and 
when  a young  man  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
at  Little  Equinunk,  Wayne  county.  Subsequently 
he  carried  on  business  near  Owego,  N.  Y.,  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  now  has  charge  of  his  broth- 
er's wholesale  tobacco  trade,  in  Binghamton,  where 
he  makes  his  home.  He  married  Emma  Buckley, 
of  Fremont  Center,  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
had  two  daughters — Susan,  now  the  wife  of  Dr. 
W.  Leonard,  of  Tully,  N.  Y. ; and  Bertha,  who  died 
in  childhood.  (7)  Willie  died  when  a child.  (8) 
Samuel  H.,  born  in  Hankins,  has  a large  whole- 
sale tobacco  establishment  in  Binghamton,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  that  place.  He 
married  Lillian  Wait,  of  Hollisterville,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  and  has  two  children,  Walter  and  Winifred. 

Lucas  W.  Hankins  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
village  of  Hankins,  receiving  a good  public-school 
education,  which  has  well  fitted  him  for  the  respon- 
sible duties  of  business  life.  Being  the  eldest  son, 
he  assisted  his  mother  in  the  management  of  the 
estate  after  his  father’s  death.  I11  August,  1857, 
he  wedded  Miss  Mary  E.  Ross,  of  Wayne  county, 
the  only  child  born  to  John  and  Sally  Ross.  She 
received  a g'ood  education,  and  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  for  a number  of  years. 

In  1858  Mr.  Hankins  purchased  a partially- 
improved  farm  of  127  acres  in  Manchester  town- 
ship, which  is  owned  jointly  by  himself  and  wife, 
and  later  bought  fifty  acres  of  woodland  adjoin- 
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ing  his  farm,  and  also  some  real  estate  in  Hankins. 
Since  1888  they  have  entertained  summer  board- 
ers, having  as  many  as  twenty-eight  continually 
during  the  summer  months.  The  beautiful  scen- 
ery and  surroundings  make  their  home  an  attractive 
resort,  it  being  situated  only  one  mile  from  Lord's 
Lake  and  two  miles  from  the  Delaware  river,  and 
it  is  supplied  with  all  modern  comforts  and  conven- 
iences for  the  entertainment  of  city  people. 

To  Air.  and  Mrs.  Hankins  were  born  three 
children:  (1)  Laura  A.,  born  in  Wayne  county, 

in  1858,  died  in  Alarch,  1859.  (2)  Howard  Ross, 

born  in  Alanchester  township,  August  4,  1863,  re- 
ceived a good  academic  education  in  Newark  Val- 
ley,’ and  when  a young  man  was  employed  as  book- 
keeper and  general  manager  by  Barker  Brothers, 
of  Cameron  county,  Penn.  He  is  now  with  the 
Osborn  agricultural  firm,  of  Auburn  N.  Y.,  filling 
the  position  of  head  bookkeeper.  In  1887  he  mar- 
ried Emma  Chappious,  of  Berkshire,  N.  Y.,  who 
died  in  October,  1889,  and  their  only  daughter, 
Alabel,  died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  (3)  William 
L.,  born  in  Alanchester  township,  in  October,  1872, 
received  a good  business  education  in  the  Luzerne 
County  Academy,  and  followed  the  profession  of 
teaching  for  some  years.  Later  he  was  employed 
as  assistant  agent  for  the  Lehigh  Wiley  Co.  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  is  now  cashier  and  time-keeper  with 
the  Osborn  Alanufacturing  Co.,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y., 
where  he  makes  his  home.  In  1896  he  married 
Alary  J.  Ivellam,  of  Hankins,  a lady  of  culture  and 
refinement,  who  at  one  time  was  a teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  York  State.  They  have  one 
son,  Francis  W. 

Politically  Air.  Hankins  is  a Jacksonian  Demo- 
crat, and  has  most  efficiently  served  his  fellow  citi- 
zens as  township  auditor  for  several  terms,  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  and  in  other  local  offices. 
He  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  numbered 
among  the  highly-respected  and  valued  citizens  of 
Alanchester  township. 

JOSEPH  WARD  has  from  early  manhood 
been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Silver  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  as  a prosperous  farmer 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  he  enjoys  the  es- 
teem of  his  neighbors  and  friends  everywhere,  being 
well  known  throughout  the  township  and  county. 
His  parents,  Alichael  and  Catherine  (Alalady) 
Ward,  were  both  natives  of  County  Longford,  Ire- 
land, where  they  passed  their  early  years,  and  were 
married.  They  came  to  America  in  1824,  locating 
first  along  the  Delaware  river,  where  the  father  was 
employed  three  or  four  years  at  government  work, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  and  bought  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Silver 
Lake  township — the  farm  now  owned  by  our  sub- 
ject. Here  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  indus- 
trious life,  and  succeeded  by  well-directed  energy 
in  clearing  and  putting  under  cultivation  a large 
part  of  his  purchase,  upon  which  lie  erected  good 


buildings  as  he  was  able,  making  a comfortable 
home  for  himself  and  family.  He  was  a hard- 
working man,  sober  and  persevering,  and  though 
he  necessarily  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  his  farm  he  became  quite  well 
known  in' this  section,  and  by  his  upright  life  gained 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  an  active  Democrat,  and  was  elected  to 
various  local  offices  in  the  gift  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  the 
same  care  and  faithfulness  which  characterized  all 
he  undertook.  He  passed  away  in  1845,  at  his 
home  in  Silver  Lake  township,  where  his  widow 
continued  to  reside  until  her  death,  in  1862.  Both 
were  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom 
were  born  in  Ireland  prior  to  their  emigration,  viz. : 
(1)  John  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet  maker  in 
New  York,  and  was  working  in  that  city  at  the 
time  of  the  cholera  scare,  when  he  left  for  New 
Orleans,  and  he  was  never  again  heard  from.  (2) 
Thomas  drove  stage  for  some  years  from  Bing- 
hamton to  Greene,  N.  Y.,  and  in  i860  moved  to 
Alichigan,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life ; 
he  left  one  son.  (3)  James  was  a soldier  in  the 
regular  army,  and  was  killed  in  battle  during  the 
Civil  war;  he  was  unmarried.  (4)  Alichael  married 
Aliss  Elmira  Gilbert,  and  they  settled  in  Alillers- 
burg,  Penn.,  where  he  died  leaving  a wife  and  three 
children — Ellen,  Alaggie  and  Alary ; Ellen  and 
Alary  live  in  Afillersburg.  Alichael  Ward  served 
three  years  during  the  Civil  war  in  a Pennsylvania 
cavalry  regiment.  (5)  Christopher,  who  was  born 
on  the  ocean  while  his  parents  were  en  route  for 
America,  shipped  on  a trading  vessel  bound  for  for- 
eign ports  and  was  never  again  heard  from.  (6) 
Alaria,  who  was  born  near  the  Delaware  river,  is 
the  widow  of  Alichael  Ward,  and  resides  in  Phila- 
delphia; she  has  five  children — Joseph  (who  is  an 
engineer  and  lives  in  Williamsport,  Penn. ; for  two 
vears  he  was  a member  of  the  Collins  Brothers 
Engineer  Corps,  in  Brazil),  Alary,  Ellen,  Annie 
(who  lives  with  her  mother),  and  Frank  (now  serv- 
ing on  board  a man-of-war).  (7)  Joseph  is  the 
subject  proper  of  our  sketch.  (8)  Anna,  born  in 
Silver  Lake  township,  received  a good  education 
and  taught  school  for  a number  of  years,  after 
which  she  entered  St.  Joseph's  College,  at  Choconut, 
as  a sister ; she  finally  became  Alother  Superior  of 
the  convent  at  Reading,  Penn.,  where  she  died. 

Joseph  Ward  was  born  Alarch  19,  1830,  on 
the  farm  in  Silver  Lake  township  where  his  entire 
life  has  been  passed,  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  was  trained  to  farm  work  from 
earlv  boyhood.  He  conducted  the  place  for  his 
mother  until  her  decease,  after  which  he  purchased 
it,  and  has  he  been  constantly  improving  the  prop- 
ertv  all  these  years,  having  now  one  of  the  best 
cultivated  farms  in  the  section.  A commodious 
residence,  barn  and  other  outbuildings  have  been 
erected  by  him,  all  adding  materially  to  the  appear- 
ance and  value  of  the  farm,  which  has,  under  his 
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effective  and  systematic  management,  become  highly 
productive.  In  addition  to  general  agriculture,  he 
pays  special  attention  to  dairying,  which  adds  con- 
siderably to  the  income  his  land  yields.  Mr.  Ward 
is  a capable  business  man,  and  has  always  looked 
carefully  after  every  detail  connected  mith  the  man- 
agement of  his  farm,  but  he  has  nevertheless  found 
time  to  interest  himself  in  the  general  welfare  and 
advancement  of  the  township,  and  he  has  been  hon- 
ored repeatedly  with  election  to  local  positions  of 
trust,  For  thirty  years  he  has  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  he  has  been  school  director  and  town- 
ship auditor  for  a number  of  terms,  displaying  in 
every  capacity  an  integrity  unassailable,  and  a re- 
gard' for  his  duty  to  his  fellow  men  which  could 
not  fail  to  win  him  approval  on  all  sides.  His  in- 
fluence and  support  have  always  been  given  to  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Farmers 
Alliance  of  Silver  Lake  township. 

In  1856  Mr.  Ward  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  McCormick,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Mc- 
Cormick, respected  residents  of  Silver  Lake,  and 
they  have  had  thirteen  children,  viz. : (1)  John  J., 

born  in  1857,  learned  the  trade  of  bridge  builder, 
at  which  he  is  engaged  as  foreman  in  the  employ 
of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad. 
He  married  Miss  Maria  McCarthy,  and  they  have 
two  children — Mary  and  Edna.  They  reside  at 
Elmira,  N.  Y.  (2)  Mary,  born  in  1858,  received  a 
thorough  education  and  became  a very  accom- 
plished woman.  She  taught  school  for  a number 
of  years,  and  died  in  1882,  unmarried.  (3)  Annie, 
born  in  i860,  also  taught  public  school  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  She  married  Timothy  Murphy,  a 
farmer  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they  still 
reside,  and  they  have  had  eight  children — Joseph, 
Katie,  Daniel,  William,  Augusta,  Ward,  Marie  and 
Walter.  (4)  Ellen,  born  in  1864,  taught  school 
for  a few  years  before  her  marriage  t<~  Tames  Cad- 
den.  They  have  three  sons — Thomas,  ^oseph  and 
James.  The  family  reside  in  Broome  county,  N. 
Y.  (5)  Michael,  born  in  1866,  lives  on  Long 
Island,  and  is  a mason  by  occupation.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  Reardon,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  "had  two  sons — Joseph  and  Francis.  (6) 
Katie,  born  in  1865,  died  in  1889.  (7)  Joseph  died 

in  childhood.  (8)  Thomas,  born  in  December, 
1868,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Silver 
Lake  township.  In  1892  he  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  which  he  carried  on  until  June, 
1897,  when  he  purchased  the  “Brackney  Hotel,” 
and  he  has  since  conducted  that  establishment  suc- 
cessfully, becoming  one  of  the  most  popular  land- 
lords in  Susquehanna  county.  In  September,  1897, 
he  married  Miss  Veronica  O'Day,  daughter  of  Den- 
nis and  Hattie  (Morrow)  O’Dav,  well-known  pio- 
neers of  this  township,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Serenius,  who  was  born  in  July,  1898.  (9)  Frank 

was  born  in  September,  1870.  (10)  James  died  in 

childhood.  ( 1 1 ) Lizzie  is  successfully  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Silver  Lake.  (12)  Genevieve  and 
(13)  Leo  are  still  at  home.  The  entire  family  be- 


long to  the  Catholic  Church,  to  the  support  of  which 
they  have  always  been  liberal  contributors.  They 
rank  among  the  respected,  well-to-do  residents  of 
the  township,  and  take  a leading  part  in  everything 
that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  locality. 

ZENAS  ROUNDS,  a highly-respected  farmer 
citizen  of  Clifford  township,  is  a native  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  born  on  the  present  site  of  Union- 
dale,  October  15,  1829. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Arby  and  Sally  (Cur- 
tis) Rounds,  were  natives  of  Rhode  Island.  They 
were  married  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  both  died  in  Uniondale,  the  lather  in 
1866,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  the  mother 
in  1845,  at  Cie  age  of  fifty.  Their  remains  were 
interred  in  the  Uniondale  cemetery.  They  were 
consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  were  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew 
them.  The  children  born  to  them  were  Lydia,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Lucius  Curtis ; Eliza,  deceased  wife 
of  Mortimer  Williams ; Polly,  deceased  wife  o£ 
Fitz  Stanton,  of  Waymart,  Penn. ; Israel,  a resi- 
dent of  Uniondale;  Zenas,  our  subject;  Hubble,  a 
resident  of  Waymart;  Martha,  wife  of  Wilmot 
Carr,  of  Prompton,  Wayne  county;  and  Hannah, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  The 
father  was  thrice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had 
four  children:  Nathan,  Alvah,  Laura  and  Levi. 

For  his  second  wife  he  married  the  widow  of  Hub- 
bell  Curtis,  three  children  being  born  of  this  union : 
Isaac,  Sally  and  Maria.  The  father  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  he  cleared  a farm  in  Jackson 
township,  which  he  lost  on  account  of  a defective 
title.  He  taught  the  first  school  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. In  politics  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a 
Republican. 

Zenas  Rounds  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  was  married 
in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  November  2, 
1850,  to  Miss  Harriet  N.  Carpenter,  who  was  born 
in  Clifford  township,  October  13,  1833.  By  this 
union  the  following  children  were  born : Clara  E., 

wife  of  Ira  Reeder,  a farmer  of  Herrick  township, 
Susquehanna  county ; Ella,  wife  of  William  I. 
Wells,  a carpenter  of  Carbondale ; William  M.,  a 
railroad  man  of  Carbondale,  who  married  Nellie 
Carpenter;  Elmer  E.,  who  married  Emma  Wader- 
man,  and  lives  in  Forest  City ; Abby,  wife  of  Her- 
bert Stoddard,  railroad  and  express  agent  at  Car- 
bondale; Harvey  M.,  who  (first)  married  Bertha 
Rankin,  and  (second)  Janie  Frederica;  Minnie  I., 
widow  of  Judson  Tingley,  of  Carbondale;  Bertha, 
wife  of  Elmer  Sherman,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
and  Frank  L.,  who  married  Mabel  Bennett,  and 
lives  with  our  subject. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rounds  operated  his 
father-in-law’s  farm  for  three  years,  and  then  pur- 
chased the  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  which  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  As  an  agriculturist  he  met 
with  well-deserved  success,  ( and  is  now  able  to  lay 
aside  all  business  cares  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his 
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former  toil.  During  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebel- 
lion he  entered  the  Union  army,  enlisting,  October 
16,  1862,  in  Company  B,  177th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
B.  F.  Gardner  and  Col.  George  B.  Wiestling,  and 
remained  in  the  service  nine  months.  He  took  part 
in  no  battles,  and  was  never  wounded.  His  polit- 
ical support  is  always  given  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  party,  and  for  six  years  he 
most  efficiently  filled  the  office  of  school  director. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is 
one  of  the  honored  and  highly-esteemed  citizens  of 
the  community  where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home. 
He  is  a member  of  McPherson  Post  No.  509,  G. 
A.  R.,  at  Uniondale. 

CARPENTER  FAMILY.  With  the  famous 
“Nine  Partners"  settlement  in  Harford  township,  one 
of  the  chief  historic  events  of  Susquehanna  county, 
the  Carpenter  family  was  most  intimately  connected. 

Of  the  nine  young  residents  of  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  who,  during  the  fall  and  winter  evenings  of 
1789,  agreed  to  seek  western  homes,  four  bore  the 
name  of  Carpenter — Searle,  John,  Daniel  and  Jo- 
siah — and  all  four  were  at  the  time  unmarried. 
Leaving  Attleboro  in  April,  1790,  the  party  pro- 
ceeded to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  quest  of  a suitable  lo- 
cation. Information  of  various  localities  was 
sought  as  the  little  party  proceeded  westward. 
They  were  strongly  inclined  to  settle  in  Cherry 
Valley,  N.  Y.,  but  were  invited  to  first  pass  down 
the  Susquehanna  river  by  boat.  Leaving  the  river 
at  Great  Bend,  where  they  found  a few  settlers, 
they  proceeded  southward,  and  finally  purchased, 
for  £1,198,  a tract  four  miles  long  and  one  mile 
wide  in  what  is  now  Harford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  It  was  in  the  midst  of  a vast  wil- 
derness, with  no  near  human  habitation.  Here  the 
partners  built  cabins  and  labored  during  the  sum- 
mer, returning  to  Massachusetts  in  the  fall,  only  to 
again  seek  the  wilderness  the  following  spring. 

John  Carpenter,  Sr.,  one  of  the  original  nine 
settlers,  was  born  in  1766,  and  died  in  1838.  He 
was  one  of  the  eleven  children  of  Daniel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Tyler)  Carpenter,  of  Massachusetts,  who 
were  born  in  1744  and  1748,  and  died  in  1803  and 
1821,  respectively.  He  married,  in  1793.  Polly  Ty- 
ler (1772-1811),  who  bore  him  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows: John,  born  in  1793,  was  lost  on  Lake  Erie; 
Asahel,  born  in  1796,  died  in  1842;  Polly  T.,  born 
in  1798,  married  Austin  Jones,  of  Harford,  and  v as 
a woman  of  superior  intellect  and  zealous  mission- 
ary spirit;  Jesse,  born  in  1801,  died  in  California; 
Betsey,  born  in  1803,  married  Sterrv  Tanner,  of 
Harford,  and  died  in  1886;  and  Nancy  married 
Milbourn  Oakley.  For  his  second  wife,  John  Car- 
penter, Sr.,  in  1813  married  Lydia  Pattee,  who  died 
without  issue.  C.  C.  Carpenter,  one  of  the  grand- 
sons of  John  Carpenter,  became  governor  of  Iowa. 
Daniel  and  Josiah  Carpenter,  the  other  two  original 
members  of  the  nine  partners,  both  died  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Nancy  Carpenter,  a sister  of  John  Carpenter. 


Sr.,  was  born  in  1786,  and  married  Spencer  Blan- 
din,  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  who  settled  in 
Bethany,  Penn.,  in  1816. 

Obadiah  Carpenter  came  to  Harford  township 
in  1795,  and  bought  320  acres  of  the  original  "Nine 
Partners"-  purchase.  He  was  one  of  the  first  dea- 
cons of  the  Harford  Congregational  Church,  hav- 
ing- been  elected  in  1803,  and  holding  the  office  until 
iris  death  in  1810.  With  him  came  two  sons,  Oba- 
diah and  Elias,  who  settled  on  the  purchase  of  320 
acres.  Elias  married  Polly-  Hawley-,  and  always 
lived  on  the  original  homestead.  He  served  as  as- 
sessor, and  was  one  of  the  first  school  teachers  and 
law  directors  under  the  new  law.  His  children 
were:  Elias  N.  and  Ira  (who  died  in  1877,  aged 

seventy-seven) . 

Obadiah  Carpenter  married  Mercy-  Tyler, 
daughter  of  Jabez  Tyler,  an  early-  settler  of  Har- 
ford. Among  his  children  were : Achsah,  Am- 

herst and  Penuel.  Achsah,  born  in  1798,  married 
Tingley  Tiffany,  who  died  in  1868.  Amherst  Car- 
penter was  a man  of  considerable  prominence,  filled 
nearly  every  office  of  trust  in  the  township,  was 
county-  commissioner  in  1853,  colonel  of  militia,  and 
brigade  inspector ; he  was  general  superintendent  at 
the  annual  fairs  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  and 
for  twenty-three  y-ears  was  sexton  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  Penuel  Carpenter  was  a cattle 
buyer  and  merchant  at  Harford  village. 

Ezra  Carpenter,  brother  of  John  Carpenter, 
Sr.,  came  to  the  “Nine  Partners"  settlement  in  1795, 
from  Attleboro,  Mass.  He  married  Alary  Follett, 
daughter  of  Kendall  (born  in  1778)  and  Hannah 
(Gray)  (1775-1843)  Follett,  who  migrated  with 
their  family  from  Rhode  Island  to  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  He  was  a farmer  in 
Clifford  township  through  life.  In  religious  faith 
he  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Zenas  Carpenter,  son  of  Ezra  and  Mary  (Fol- 
lett) Carpenter,  was  born  in  1805.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Herrick  township  to  Abigail  F.  Dimock, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Edward  and  Esther  (Tilden) 
Dimock,  the  former  a Revolutionary  soldier  who, 
in  September,  1807,  came  to  Herrick  township, 
from  Mansfield,  Conn. ; he  followed  stone  masonry, 
shoemaking,  and  also  operated  a tannery.  He  died 
in  September,  1836,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  Zenas 
Carpenter  died  in  Clifford  township  July  26,  1850, 
aged  forty-five  years.  His  wife  survived  until 
May  29,  1881,  dying  at  Olyphant,  Penn.,  aged  sev- 
enty-four years : both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Union- 
dale  cemetery.  Their  children  were:  Alford  (de- 

ceased), who  married  Halona  Dimock,  daughter  of 
Edward  Dimock ; Harriet  N.,  wife  of  Zenas 
Rounds,  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty; Osmer,  a farmer  of  Uniondale;  Triphena,  who 
first  married  Hardin  Carpenter,  and  for  her  second 
husband  Gilbert  Burns,  of  Herrick  township ; 
Adelia,  wife  of  Alric  Berry,  of  Carbondale ; Alonzo, 
a farmer  of  Herrick  township;  Freeman,  a farmer 
of  Clifford  township ; Hubert,  who  died  aged  six- 
teen ; and  Helen,  wife  of  S.  O.  Churchall. 
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EDMUND  OLVER.  Like  many  of  Wayne 
county’s  best  and  most  useful  citizens,  this  gentle- 
man is  of  English  birth,  born  in  Cornwall,  October 
15,  1820,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Aunger) 
Giver,  also  natives  of  Cornwall. 

William  Giver,  the  paternal  grandfather,  never 
left  England,  nor  did  the  maternal  grandfather, 
Edward  Aunger;  both  were  born  in  Cornwall. 
In  1831  the  parents  of  our  subject,  with  their  eleven 
children,  crossed  the  ocean,  landing  in  the  United 
States  in  June  of  that  year,  and  at  once  proceeded 
to  their  future  home  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where 
three  more  children  were  added  to  the  family,  mak- 
ing fourteen  in  all,  namely : Thomas  and  John,  who 
are  now  deceased ; William,  a resident  of  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn. ; Richard,  deceased ; Edmund,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Mrs. 
Sarah  Trevelton,  of  Berlin  township;  George,  a 
resident  of  Beach  Lake;  Frances,  who  died  in 
Wayne  county;  James,  of  Berlin  township;  Amos 
and  Moses,  both  deceased ; Daniel,  living  near 
Beach  Lake;  and  Joseph,  of  Berlin  township.  On 
coming  to  the  county  the  father  purchased  a tract 
of  wild  timber  land,  which,  with  the  aid  of  his  son, 
he  converted  into  an  excellent  farm— the  place  on 
which  his  son  Joseph  now  resides.  For  six  years 
he  made  his  home  in  Bethany,  and  then  returned 
to  the  farm,  where  he  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years.  He  was  a Republican  in 
political  sentiment,  and  in  religious  connection  was 
a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  She  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  They  were  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  county,  and 
had  hosts  of  warm  friends. 

Edmund  Olver  was  eleven  years  of  age  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigration  to 
America,  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  consuming 
seven  weeks.  In  the  schools  of  his  native  land  he 
began  his  education,  which  was  completed  by  a 
short  attendance  at  the  public  schools  of  Wayne 
county.  For  some  years  during  early  life  he  was 
employed  in  a glass  factory,  but  since  then  has 
given  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  being  now  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  170 
acres  in  Berlin  township,  which  is  improved  with  a 
good  orchard,  a comfortable  residence,  and  sub- 
stantial outbuildings,  all  standing  as  monuments  to 
his  thrift  and  industry. 

In  1845  Mr-  Olver  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza 
Stevens,  also  a native  of  Cornwall,  England,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Stevens,  who  died  in 
New  York  City.  Eleven  children  blessed  this 
union,  three  of  whom  were  daughters  who  died  in 
infancy;  Amos,  a resident  of  Salem,  Wayne  coun- 
ty; Eliza  Ann,  wife  of  James  Rice,  of  Atco,  same 
county ; Emma  Louisa,  wife  of  J.  G.  Williams,  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; Aunger,  living  near  the  old 
home;  Frank  and  Mathew,  also  of  Scranton;  Ella 
EL,  at  home;  and  John  N.,  of  Avoca,  Penn.  Air. 
Olver  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of 
his  estimable  wife,  who  passed  from  this  life  to  the 


world  beyond  on  January  19,  1897,  beloved  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  a true 
Christian  woman,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  a most  faithful  wife  and  mother, 
whose  “children  shall  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.” 
Mr.  Olver  is  also  'a  faithful  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
trustee  for  years,  taking  an  active  part  in  all  Church 
and  benevolent  work.  As  a Republican,  he  takes 
an  active  interest  in  political  affairs,  and  for  some 
time  has  served  in  the  office  of  township  inspector. 
He  was  also  a member  of  the  school  board  for  many 
years,  and  three  of  his  sons  have  also  been  members 
of  the  same  board,  Amos  serving  as  its  president. 
The  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  community, 
its  members  occupying  honorable  and  useful  posi- 
tions in  life. 

ROYAL  M.  CARTER,  who  passed  away 
January  8,  1875,  was  a lifelong  farmer  of  Auburn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  was  in  his  day 
one  of  the  highly-respected  residents  of  this  sec- 
tion. Mr.  Carter  was  born  January  11,  1835,  in 
South  Auburn,  son  of  Daniel  and  Barbara  (Bens- 
coter)  Carter,  and  was  one  of  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren, the  others  being:  Ada  (Mrs.  Russel), 

Nabby  ( Airs.  Harned,  deceased),  Griswold,  Mul- 
ford  (deceased),  and  Sally  (Mrs.  Jagger,  de- 
ceased). 

On  July  27,  1856,  our  subject  was  married, 
at  the  home  of  the  bride,  to  Miss  Christina  Low, 
and  their  union  was  blessed  with  children  as  fol- 
lows : Anderson  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 

years,  two  months ; Libbie,  wife  of  Henry  Love,  a 
retired  farmer  living  at  Mehoopany,  Penn. ; An- 
drew, who  carries  on  farming  in  Auburn  township, 
and  with  whom  Mrs.  Carter  now  makes  her  home ; 
Daniel,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township,  who  mar- 
ried Minnie  Brotzman ; William  M.,  a hardware 
merchant  of  Meshoppen,  Penn.,  who  married  Mary 
Seely ; and  Kern,  who  was  a hardware  merchant  at 
Meshoppen,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years,  and  was  buried  at  the  brick  chapel 
(he  married  Libby  Cole).  Stephen  Harned  came 
to  live  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  when  eleven  years 
old,  and  remained  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-one.  He  married  Hannah  Taylor,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  Carter’s  remains  rest  in 
the  cemetery  at  Retta,  Auburn  township.  He  was 
a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  politically  he 
sympathized  with  the  Republican  party.  He  set- 
tled on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son  Andrew  in 
April,  1865,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  devoting  himself  to  general  farming,  in  which 
he  became  quite  prosperous. 

Mrs.  Christina  (Low)  Carter  was  born  De- 
cember 15,  1833,  in  Hunterdon  county,  N.  J., 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Robbins)  Low, 
and  granddaughter  of  Cornelius  and  Christina  Low. 
Her  parents  come  from  New  Jersey  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1836,  settling  in  Auburn  township,  where 
they  made  a permanent  home  on  Jersey  Hill,  the 
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father  engaging  in  farming  all  his  days.  The 
place  was  new  on  their  arrival  here,  and  Air.  Low 
was  obliged  to  make  a clearing  for  even  the  small 
dwelling  which  he  erected.  He  died  March  13, 
1875,  aged  sixty-three  years,  the  mother  in  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  when  forty  years  of  age,  and  they  are 
buried  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Of  their  five  children, 
Lucy  A.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Pier- 
son; Isaac  is  a farmer  in  Rush  township;  Christina 
married  Royal  M.  Carter;  Jane  died  young;  Kern 
is  a resident  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Pennsylvania. 

Andrew  Carter  was  born  September  6,  1862, 
in  Auburn  township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  a good  education  at  the  local  public 
schools.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  living  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  when  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Auburn,  and  he  made  his  home  thereon 
until  in  1891,  when  he  purchased  the  farm  which  he 
now  occupies.  It  is  a handsome  property,  com- 
prising 154  acres  of  fertile  land,  devoted  to  general 
crops,  and  cultivated  in  the  most  careful  and  mod- 
ern manner.  Everything  about  the  place  bespeaks 
the  most  watchful  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
owner,  who  has  been  well  repaid  for  the  labor  and 
care  he  has  bestowed  upon  his  land,  which  yields 
him  a substantial  income.  Though  yet  a young 
man,  he  occupies  a foremost  position  among  the 
intelligent  and  progressive  agriculturists  of  the 
township,  where  he  is  well  and  favorably  known. 
He  gives  his  time  and  attention  almost  exclusively 
to  his  farming  interests,  taking  little  active  part  in 
public  affairs,  though  he  has  served  as  poor  director 
of  the  township  since  1898.  Fraternally  he  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  at  Auburn  Center.  In 
November,  1881,  Andrew  Carter  and  Miss  Luna 
A.  Taylor  were  united  in  marriage,  the  ceremony 
taking  place  at  Skinner’s  Eddy,  and  they  have  had 
three  children — Yirgie,  Vida  O.  and  Jay  A. 

WILLIAM  THOMPSON  GILLESPIE  is  a 
prominent  resident  of  Harford,  and  his  interests  in 
Suscpiehanna  county,  both  social  and  commercial, 
are  extensive.  He  is  a ‘‘Blue  Lodge  Mason,"  and  a 
leading  Democrat.  For  three  terms  he  was  chosen 
school  director  by  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  he  has  been  twice  elected  poormaster.  He 
was  born  in  the  township  of  Great  Bend,  July  11, 
1829. 

As  may  be  inferred  from  his  name,  our  sub- 
ject is  of  Scottish  descent,  and  he  feels  a pardonable 
and  wholly  natural  pride  in  his  lineage.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  John  Gillespie,  his  mother’s 
father  James  McMichael,  both  of  Scotland,  as 
were  their  wives.  John  Gillespie  married  Jeannette 
Hume,  and  was  one  of  the  comparatively  early  set- 
tlers in  Suscpiehanna  county,  making  his  home  in 
Great  Bend  township.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
dead,  and  their  remains  rest  in  a churchyard  in  the 
home  of  their  adoption.  Their  children,  all  of  whom 
are  now  deceased,  were  William,  Thomas,  James 
(a  sea  captain  who  was  lost  with  his  vessel),  John 


(father  of  William  Thompson),  Joseph,  Jane  (mar- 
ried to  Robert  Bell),  Jeannette  (who  became  the 
wife  of  George  Lock),  and  Margaret  (who  died  in 
childhood). 

James  McMichael  married  Alary  Thompson, 
and  they  also  emigrated  from  the  "land  o’  cakes,” 
to  Suscpiehanna  county,  beginning  a new  life  in 
Great  Bend  township.  They  are  buried  at  Riverside, 
N.  Y.,  not  far  from  the  State  line.  To  them  were 
born:  Agnes  L.,  who  married  James  Broadfoot ; 
Alary  L.,  wife  of  James  Carlisle;  and  Jane  C.,  moth- 
er of  William  Thompson  Gillespie. 

John  and  Jane  C.  ( AfcAIichael)  Gillespie,  our 
subject's  parents,  were  Presbyterians.  Their  mar- 
riage was  blessed  with  seven  children,  of  whom 
William  T.  was  second  in  the  order  of  birth.  The 
others  were:  James  Ale  AL,  a retired  farmer  of 
Antelope  county,  Neb.;  Thomas  L.,  a wagon  maker 
of  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Afiss  A.  Eliza- 
beth Terboss;  Joseph,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  who 
married  Alary  F.  Stiles ; Richard,  a farmer  of  Great 
Bend,  whose  first  wife  was  Venicv  Simons,  his  sec- 
ond Flora  A.  Johnson;  and  John  B.,  also  a farmer 
in  Antelope  county,  Neb.,  who  married  Estelle  Ter- 
boss. 

William  T.  Gillespie  married  Alary  Ann  Leslie, 
who  was  born  in  Harford  township,  February  15, 
1837,  a daughter  of  John  and  Alary  A.  (Birnie) 
Leslie.  To  Air.  and  Mrs.  Gillespie  have  been  born 
twelve  children:  William  L.,  Jane  C.,  Alargaret  I., 
Thomas  G.,  Clara  V.,  Helen  AL,  Jessie  A.,  Frances 
J.,  Alary  E.,  Anna  C.,  James  R.,  and  John.  Of 
these,  Clara  V.  and  John  have  died.  William  L. 
married  Emma  Burlingame,  and  is  a miller  at  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.  Jane  C.  married  William  Hunt,  a 
farmer  of  Great  Bend,  who  was  at  one  time  a rail- 
road fireman.  Alargaret  I.  married  Clark  L.  Tif- 
fany, of  Binghamton.  Thomas  G.  married  Nellie 
Alworth,  and  is  a prosperous  farmer  in  Harford 
township.  The  other  daughters  are  unmarried  and 
live  at  home. 

Until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
William  T.  Gillespie  lived  at  home  and  attended 
school.  During  the  next  six  years  he  worked  as 
clerk  for  his  uncle,  Thomas  Gillespie,  who  conduct- 
ed a store  at  Carbondale,  Penn.  Then  came  the 
discovery  of  the  precious  yellow  metal  in  California, 
and  his  soul  was  fired  with  a longing  for  adventure 
and  dreams  of  wealth.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
took  passage  on  a steamer  bound  for  California,  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  to  prospect  and  mine 
for  gold.  Ten  years  he  spent  on  the  Pacific  slope, 
and  then  he  set  his  face  once  more  toward  Sus- 
quehanna county.  He  married,  as  has  been  told, 
and  for  two  years  lived  on  his  father’s  farm,  when 
he  purchased  his  own  valuable  property.  There 
he  has  since  resided,  with  the  exception  of  a brief 
period  of  ten  months,  during  which  time  he  served 
as  a soldier  in  the  Union  army.  He  was  drafted 
into  the  service  in  1863,  and  mustered  into  Com- 
panv  E,  177th  P.  V.  I.,  at  Harrisburg,  and  was 
mustered  out  in  1864.  He  took  part  in  no  engage- 
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merits,  his  duties  being  chiefly  confined  to  acting  as 
guard  and  throwing  up  breastworks. 

Mr.  Gillespie  has  passed  the  “three  score  years 
and  ten’’  allotted  by  the  Psalmist  as  the  average 
span  of  human  life,  yet  his  mental  faculties  are 
keen,  and  his  physical  strength  but  little  impaired  in 
view  of  his  years.  Life's  sunset  is  settling  upon 
him,  but  its  glowing  hues  are  not  yet  fading. 

EDWARD  B.  BEARDSLEE,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  merchant  at  Little  Meadows,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  the  borough  in  which  he  resides,  but 
represents  one  of  the  oldest  and  best-known  pio- 
neer families  in  Susquehanna  county. 

Mr.  Beardslee  was  born  in  Apolacon  town- 
ship, January  15,  1836,  son  of  Silas  and  Julia  A. 
(Barton)  Beardslee.  Silas  Beardslee  was  born  in 
Middletown  Center,  Susquehanna  county,  April  25, 
1810,  son  of  Silas  and  Catherine  (Treadwell) 
Beardslee,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  were  among 
the  early  pioneer  settlers.  Silas  Beardslee,  Sr.,  was 
the  son  of  John  Beardslee,  a Revolutionary  soldier 
present  at  the  burning  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  by  the 
British.  He  was  born  in  1726.  Silas  Beardslee, 
Sr.,  a clothier  by  trade,  came  to  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  at  a very  early  day,  and  later 
moved  further  up  the  North  Branch  of  Wyalusing 
creek,  where  he  purchased  wild  land,  making  a 
home  for  his  wife  and  family.  He  was  killed  by 
falling  from  a load  of  hay,  in  July,  1820,  leaving  his 
wife,  Catherine,  with  three  sons  and  six  daughters, 
namely:  (1)  Eunice,  born  in  1790,  married  Jos- 

eph Beebe.  (2)  William,  born  November  22, 
1792,  married  Abigail  Whitaker,  and  died  in  May, 
1852,  leaving  four  children,  William  L.,  Asher  M., 
Mary  A.  and  Maria  M.  (3)  Mehitabel,  born  in 
1795,  married  Miner  Fairchild.  (4)  Johanna, 
born  April  12,  1797,  married  Amasa  Moulton.  (5) 
Sarah, born  in  February,  1800,  married  Austin  How- 
ell. (6)  Loraine,  born  in  March,  1802,  married 
Philip  Peet,  of  Bradford  county.  (7)  Catherine, 
born  August  12,  1804,  married  Clark  Whitaker, 
and  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  family,  now  living 
with  J.  R.  Hay,  of  Auburn  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  (8)  Silas,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  April,  1810.  (9)  John,  born  in  June, 

1812,  married  Adeline  Darling,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Warren  township,  Bradford  county,  where 
he  reared  two  children — R.  L.,  now  on  the  home 
farm ; and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  S.  A.  Pitcher,  of  Lit- 
tle Meadows.  These  children,  settling  in  different 
parts  of  the  county,  became  well-to-do  citizens, 
identified  with  its  best  interests.  After  the  death 
of  Silas  Beardslee,  Sr.,  in  1820,  his  widow  moved 
to  Apolacon  township,  where  she  purchased  a farm. 
There  her  younger  children  were  reared,  receiving 
the  advantages  of  a district-school  education,  the 
terms  of  school  being  three  or  four  months  in 
winter. 

Silas  Beardslee,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a boy  of  ten  or  twelve  years  when  he  came  to 


Apolacon  township,  and  he  remained  on  the  farm, 
and  also  worked  out  by  the  month,  until  grown  to 
manhood.  On  March  5,  1833,  he  married  Miss 
Julia  A.  Barton,  who  was  born  in  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Mercy  (Moe)  Bar- 
ton, who  moved  from  Dutchess  county  to  Little 
Meadows.  Mr.  Beardslee  remained  on  the  home 
farm  in  Apolacon  until  1853,  when  he  removed  to 
Little  Meadows,  buying  the  Barton  farm.  There  he 
resided  until  his  death,  in  1894.  His  wife  died  in 
1880,  leaving  two  sons — Edward  B.,  our  subject, 
and  Irvin  R.  Politically  Silas  Beardslee  was  a 
Whig  and,  later,  a Republican.  He  was  elected 
assessor  and  school  director  in  Apolacon  township, 
and  held  other  local  offices.  Religiously  he  was 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
a liberal  supporter  of  Church  work.  After  coming 
to  Little  Meadows  he  remodeled  the  old  homestead, 
erecting  barns  and  making  other  general  improve- 
ments. 

Edward  B.  Beardslee  was  educated  in  the  home 
schools,  and  at  Harford  L’niversity,  and  was  also 
a student  of  the  Owego  (N.  Y.)  schools.  When  a 
young  man  he  taught  winter  school,  earning  money 
to  attend  school  during  the  summer.  In  1858  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Little  Meadows, 
and  in  1859  he  married  Miss  Ada  Louisa  Esmond, 
of  Silver  Lake  township,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and 
Alma  B.  (Guerney)  Esmond,  of  Silver  Lake.  Mrs. 
Beardslee  was  born  at  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  in  1836, 
and  was  well  educated.  Mr.  Beardslee  continued 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Little  Meadows  for 
many  years. 

In  1870  Mr.  Beardslee  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature  from  the  counties  of  Susquehanna  and 
Wyoming,  and  during  his  term  of  service  in  1871 
in  the  House  held  important  positions  on  the  vari- 
ous committees,  such  as  chairman  of  the  Library 
committee,  secretary  of  the  committee  on  Vice  and 
Immorality,  and  a member  of  the  committees  of 
Claims  and  Accounts.  In  1871  he  was  nominated 
and  elected — leading  his  ticket — for  a second  term, 
1872,  which  he  also  filled  to  the  eminent  satisfaction 
of  his  constituents  in  both  Susquehanna  and  Wyom- 
ing counties.  During  1872  he  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Vice  and  Immorality  and  of  the  Li- 
brary committee,  secretary  of  the  Counties  and 
Townships  committee,  and  a member  of  the  com- 
mittees of  both  Claims  and  Ways  and  Means. 
As  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Vice  and  Immor- 
ality he  presented,  as  originating  in  committee,  the 
“Local  Option  Bill,’’  and  sustained  the  same  by 
both  voice  and  vote,  finally  securing  its  enactment 
into  law.  During  his  first  term  as  a member  of 
the  House  he  presented  a Bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Fourth  Section  of  a Bill,  supplemental  to  the  Mil- 
ford & Matamoras  Railroad,  which  had  been  pre- 
viously passed,  in  a peculiar  manner,  and  had  been 
signed  by  the  Governor  through  “inadvertance,” 
not  fully  understanding  its  design  or  effect,  which 
was  to  take  from  the  State  Treasury,  for  the  period 
of  ninety-nine  years,  the  $ro,ooo  annual  bonus  paid 
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by  the  New  York  & Erie  Railroad  Co.  to  the  State 
for  the  right  of  way,  such  sums  “to  inure  to  the 
benefit  of  such  Milford  & Matamoras  Railroad." 
A long  and  bitter  struggle  ensued,  and  the  Bill  was 
not  finally  reached  during  the  session,  but  the  fol- 
lowing year  Mr.  Beardslee  again  presented  a Re- 
pealing Act,  and  after  a protracted  struggle  had 
the  satisfaction  of  securing  its  passage,  allowing 
said  “bonus”  to  again  flow  into  the  State  Treasury, 
instead  of  being  absorbed  by  a twelve-mile  narrow- 
gauge  railway,  or  lining  the  pockets  of  its  pro- 
moters. Mr.  Beardslee  has  always  taken  a warm 
and  active  interest  in  the  common  schools,  and  has 
been,  almost  constantly,  a member  of  the  school 
board  since  he  arrived  at  his  majority,  as  well  as 
being  a teacher  in  the  earlier  days.  He  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Little  Meadows  during  the 
administration  of  President  Lincoln,  and  held  the 
office  for  a number  of  years  during  his  business 
life,  resigning  when  elected  to  the  Legislature.  He 
has  also  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years. 
He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Among  the  fraternal  orders  he  holds 
membership  in  Warren  Lodge,  L.  & A.  M.,  at 
Montrose. 

Since  the  death  of  his  father  Mr.  Beardslee 
has  continued  to  reside  at  the  old  home  place  in 
Little  Meadows,  in  a fine  house  which  he  built ; the 
property  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  valuable  in 
the  borough,  where  he  also  owns  a farm  and  other 
real  estate.  To  him  and  wife  have  been  born  two 
children — Verna  I.  and  Silas  Esmond  B. 

Verna  I.,  the  elder,  born  at  Little  Meadows  in 
1869,  received  an  academic  and  university  educa- 
tion, and  graduated  in  1896  from  the  Eliot  School 
of  Music,  LTica,  N.  Y. ; she  was  secretary  and  as- 
sistant in  that  school  for  two  years,  and  is  now  a 
skilled  and  popular  musical  instructor  of  Montrose. 
Silas  Esmond  B.  Beardslee,  born  at  Little  Meadows 
in  1872.  was  a student  of  the  Montrose  high  school, 
and  a graduate  of  the  Owego  high  school  and  of  j 
the  Colgate  University,  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  there 
taking  his  degree.  He  is  now  principal  of  the  | 
LeRaysville,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  school,  is  a 
young  man  of  scholarly  ability,  standing  high  as  a 
professor  of  learning,  and  is  a superior  teacher, 
commanding  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  asso- 
ciates. 

Lrvin  R.  Beardslee,  the  younger  son  of  Silas 
Beardslee,  was  born  in  Apolacon  in  1848.  He  grew 
up  at  the  old  home  in  Apolacon,  where  he  received 
a district-school  education,  but  came  with  the  fam- 
ily to  Little  Meadows.  He  attended  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  at  Mansfield,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  and  for 
some  years  followed  teaching  in  the  district  schools 
in  winter,  working  on  the  farm  in  summer.  On 
October  12,  1871,  he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Lox, 
of  Little  Meadows,  daughter  of  Amsel  and  Anna 
(Hickey)  Lox,  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  pio- 
neer families  of  Susquehanna  county.  Mrs.  Beards- 
lee was  born  August  3,  1847,  and  was  educated  in 


the  schools  of  Owego,  and  in  a private  school 
taught  by  Belva  Lockwood,  of  political  fame ; she 
was  then  a Miss  McNaul.  After  his  marriage 
Irvin  R.  Beardslee  settled  at  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  has  resided  until  the  present,  the  home- 
stead now  being  divided  between  the  two  sons.  Mr. 
Beardslee  has  mainly  followed  farming  and  dairy 
work.  He  and  his  wife  have  adopted  a daughter, 
Jennie  M.  Whitaker,  of  Kansas,  whom  they  have 
brought  up ; she  was  educated  in  the  Mansfield 
State  Normal,  of  Tioga  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Politically  Mr.  Beardslee  is  a Republican.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  town  councilman  and  school 
director,  and  is  now  secretary  of  the  town  council. 
He  has  also  held  various  local  offices  in  the  borough. 
Religiously  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Little  Meadows. 

These  two  brothers  have  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  business  affairs.  While  the  elder  has 
given  his  attention  mainly  to  business,  Irvin  has  been 
no  less  successful  as  an  agriculturist.  They  rank 
among  the  most  influential  men  of  the  county. 

WILLIAM  PETHICK  CLILT,  a most  genial 
and  companionable  gentleman  now  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  in  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
was  born  June  1,  1833,  in  Cornwall,  England,  of 
which  place  his  parents,  James  and  Mary  (Pethick) 
Clift,  were  also  natives.  The  grandparents  never 
left  that  country,  but  in  1842  the  parents,  with  their 
family,  sailed  for  the  New  World,  and  spent  the 
first  three  months  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  the  father  worked  at  his  trade  as  a mason  and 
plasterer.  They  continued  residents  of  Wayne 
county,  living  at  Bethany  two  years,  and  for  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  the 
father  followed  farming.  He  died  in  1888,  aged 
seventy-three  years,  the  mother  in  1848,  aged  thirty. 
He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  both  were  earn- 
est members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  taking  an  act- 
ive and  prominent  part  in  its  work. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  their  children,  the 
others  being  Jane,  the  wife  of  Myron  Rude,  a 
farmer  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county ; 
Thomas,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; Sam- 
uel, a farmer  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township ; Ezra,  a 
retired  implement  dealer  living  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; 
James,  a contractor  and  builder  of  Stanhope,  N.  J. ; 
and  Russell,  a railroad  man  of  Savanna,  111.  After 
the  mother’s  death,  the  father  of  these  children  mar- 
ried Ann  Litz,  a native  of  Wayne  county,  and  to 
them  were  born  three  children : George  and  Henry, 
who  live  on  the  old  homestead  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship ; and  Martha,  wife  of  Emerson  Miller,  of  the 
same  township.  Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  Will- 
iam P.  Clift  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then  started  out  in  life 
for  himself,  working  by  the  month  on  farms  and  in 
the  lumber  woods  at  peeling  bark.  In  1864  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Gravity  railroad  as  brake- 
man  and  later  was  promoted  to  conductor,  and  was 
thus  employed  until  1893,  when  he  retired  from  the 
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road  and  has  since  devoted  his  energies  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  In  1864  he  purchased  his  home 
farm  in  Canaan  township,  near  Prompton,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  two  valuable  farms,  which  are 
well  improved  and  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. 

In  November,  1869,  at  Keens  Pond,  Wayne 
county,  Mr.  Clift  was  married  to  Mrs.  Jane  Ann 
Hudson,  by  Rev.  George  E.  Hart,  a Methodist 
Episcopal  minister,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
sons:  William  R.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Grav- 
ity railroad  and  resides  at  Carbondale,  Penn. ; and 
Louis,  a railroad  man  residing  at  home.  Mrs.  Clift 
was  born  in  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  No- 
vember 29,  1833,  and  first  married  Oscar  V.  Hud- 
son, who  died  in  1868,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  Canaan  Corners.  By  that  union  she 
has  one  daughter,  Lillie,  now  the  wife  of  John 
Eaton,  foreman  on  the  railroad  at  Carbondale. 

Louis  H.  and  Phoebe  (Jaggers)  Buckland  (the 
parents  of  Mrs.  Clift)  were  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  respectively,  and  both 
died  in  Canaan  township,  where  her  father  car- 
ried on  farming  for  many  years.  They  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in 
politics  Mr.  Buckland  was  Republican.  Of  their 
children,  Jane  A.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  George 
is  employed  in  the  Erie  railroad  shops  at  Carbon- 
dale; Warren  is  living  retired  at  Carbondale;  Daniel 
and  Thomas  are  both  deceased ; Margaret  is  the 
wife  of  Frederick  Gallard,  a farmer  of  Aldenville, 
Penn.;  and  Louise  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Richard 
S Evans,  a merchant  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county. 
Mrs.  Clift’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Chester  and 
Sarah  (Hills)  Buckland. 

Mr.  Clift  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  support 
of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
taken  quite  an  active  and  leading  part  in  local  poli- 
tics. He  has  twice  served  as  judge  of  election,  was 
school  director  six  years,  and  is  the  present  assessor 
of  his  township.  In  September,  1897,  he  was  so 
unfortunate  as  to  have  a large  barn  struck  by  light- 
ning and  entirely  destroyed.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  valued  citizens  of  his  community,  a man  pos- 
sessing excellent  judgment,  and  gives  his  sup- 
port and  encouragement  to  those  enterprises  calcu- 
lated for  the  general  welfare. 

LL  CIAN  E.  STANTON.  The  Stanton  fam- 
ily has  held  a prominent  place  in  the  history  of 
Wayne  county,  and  many  of  its  members  have'  dis- 
tinguished themselves  as  statesmen,  soldiers,  busi- 
ness men,  and  workers  in  professional  lines. 

The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  record  is 
Thomas  Stanton,  who  was  born  in  London,  Eng- 
land, in  1614,  and  sailed  for  America  January  2, 
1635,  on  the  merchantman  “Bonaventura.”  He  lo- 
cated first  in  Virginia,  but  in  1636  went  to  Boston, 
Mass.,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  taking  a 
leading  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Colony,  and  serving 
at  one  time  as  magistrate.  He  was  well  educated,  and 
his  ability  and  shrewdness  enabled  him  to  acquire  a 


fortune  in  trading  with  the  Indians.  During  the 
Pequot  war  he  was  an  interpreter  with  the  Indians, 
and  also  did  gallant  service  as  a soldier,  especially 
in  the  battle  of  Fairfield  Swamp.  After  the  close 
of  the  war  he  married  Ann  Lord,  eldest  daughter 
and  third  child  of  Dr.  Thomas  Lord,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  his  wife  Dorothy.  Later,  in  1637,  he 
removed  to  Hartford,  and  in  1650  he  established  a 
trading  post  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  on  the  Pawca- 
tuck  river,  to  which  place  his  family  finally  removed 
after  spending  a few  years  at  New  London,  Conn. 
He  died  January  2,  1677,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three, 
and  his  wife  died  in  1688.  They  had  ten  children, 
and  among  their  descendants  was  Hon.  Edwin  M. 
Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  during  the  Rebellion. 

II.  John  Stanton,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent in  which  we  are  now  interested,  was  born  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1641,  and  was  married  in  1664 
to  Hannah  Thompson.  He  died  at  Stonington, 
Conn.,  October  31,  1713. 

III.  John  Stanton,  son  of  John  II,  was  born 
May  22,  1665,  and  resided  at  Preston,  Conn.,  during 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life.  His  wife  Mary 
(Starkweather)  died  near  Norwich,  Connecticut. 

IV.  David  Stanton,  son  of  John  III,  was  born 
October  22,  1720.  He  married  Sarah  Kimble,  by 
whom  he  had  the  following  children : Sarah,  born  in 
1755,  never  married  ;David, 1757,  married  Susannah 
Frick;  Jerusha,  1758,  married  Samuel  West;  Asa, 
March  2,  1761,  is  mentioned  below;  Jason,  twin  of 
Asa,  is  also  mentioned  more  fully  below ; Huldah, 
1763,  married  Andrew  Hartshorn  ; Jonas,  1765, never 
married;  Levi,  1767,  married  Nancy  Brumley; 
Jeremiah;  Eunice  married  John  Garrett;  John, 
1776,  married  (first)  Lydia  Olden,  and  (second) 
Susan  Tarblet;  and  Lucy,  September  10,  1781,  mar- 
ried David  Stout.  Asa  Stanton,  generally  known 
as  Col.  Asa,  removed  from  New  London,  Conn.,  in 
1790,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  the  borough  of 
Wavmart,  Wayne  county,  and  the  land  upon  which 
he  built  his  log  cabin  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his 
descendants.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that 
locality,  his  nearest  neighbors,  a family  named  Col- 
lins, residing  in  Cherry  Ridge,  nine  miles  from  his 
home,  and  the  nearest  gristmill  was  at  Wilkes- 
Barre,  the  grain  being  carried  on  horseback  in  a 
bag.  His  house  became  a stopping-place  for  trav- 
elers, and  for  many  years  after  his  death  was  con- 
ducted as  an  inn.  Col.  Asa  was  a great  hunter,  and 
met  with  a great  many  exciting  adventures  that  now 
furnish  some  of  the  most  interesting  traditions  of 
the  locality  in  which  he  made  his  home.  He  was 
an  active  and  successful  business  man,  and  in  1805 
built  the  first  sawmill  in  this  section,  at  what  is 
still  called  Stanton’s  Pond.  He  was  drowned  No- 
vember 12,  1817,  in  the  Delaware  river,  near  Cochec- 
ton,  N.  Y.,  while  returning  with  his  wife,  Desire 
(Kimbal),  on  horseback  from  a visit  to  Westfield. 
They  reached  Cochecton  at  nightfall,  just  as  the 
ferry-boat  was  ready  to  cross  the  river,  and  took 
a place  at  the  rear  end  of  the  boat,  a*  stage  with 
four  horses  occupying  the  forward  end.  Before 
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they  arrived  at  the  other  side  of  the  river  a terrible 
windstorm  arose,  frightening  the  stage  horses  so 
that  they  plunged  off,  thus  forcing  the  boat  back 
and  submerging  the  rear  end.  Col.  Stanton  and 
his  wife  were  carried  away  with  the  current,  but 
she  was  saved  by  a man  named  Drake,  who  had 
seen  the  catastrophe  from  the  bank  -and  literally 
dragged  her  out  of  danger  by  the  hair  of  her  head. 

V.  Jason  Stanton,  son  of  David  IV,  and  the 
grandfather  of  the  well-known  resident  of  Waymart 
whose  name  opens  this  sketch,  was  born  March  2, 
1761,  at  Preston,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  He  married  (first)  Keziah 
Brumley,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Keziah,  who 
married  David  West,  and  (second)  Sabra  Olin,  by 
whom  he  had  ten  children. 

VI.  Elisha  Stanton,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  November  20,  1799,  at  Preston,  Conn., 
and  died  January  19,  1848,  in  Clinton  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  carried  on  farming  exten- 
sively for  a number  of  years.  In  politics  he  was 
a Democrat,  and  he  was  active  in  religious  work 
as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he 
held  various  offices,  including  that  of  class-leader. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Jacks,  was 
born  in  Wayne  county,  March  14.  1802,  and  died 
July  14,  1871,  her  remains  being  laid  to  rest  beside 
those  of  her  husband  in  the  Stanton  burial  ground, 
at  Waymart.  Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  Eliza- 
beth, married  John  H.  Clark,  a carpenter,  and  both 
are  now  deceased ; Sarah,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Dr.  C.  C.  Edwards,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Joseph 
L.  is  a carpenter  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Wesley,  a 
resident  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  is  emploved  on  the 
Gravity  railroad ; Armenda,  who  resides  at  Carbon- 
dale,  married  (first)  Joseph  Miller,  and  (second) 
Squire  Miller,  both  now  deceased  ; Aliss  Maria  re- 
sides at  Harford,  Penn. ; Franklin,  a resident  of 
Duryea,  Penn.,  is  an  engineer  by  occupation  ; Wat- 
son, a brakeman  on  the  Delaware  & Pludson  Gravity 
railroad,  resides  at  Waymart ; Lucian  E.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  mentioned  more  fully  below*  and  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Jackson  Vance,  a stone  mason  and  farm- 
er at  Preston  Park,  Wayne  county. 

VII.  Lucian  E.  Stanton,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  biography,  was  born  Tune  30,  1844,  in  Clinton 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  was  reared  upon  his 
father's  farm.  In  September.  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  M,  17th  Penn.  Cavalrv,  under  Capt. 
Brown,  and  from  that  time  until  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war  was  in  active  service,  taking  part  in  fifty- 
seven  engagements.  Fortunately  he  was  not 
wounded,  and  on  receiving  his  discharge,  in  June, 
1863,  he  returned  home.  Soon  afterward  he  went 
to  Waymart  to  take  a place  as  carpenter  on  the 
Gravity  railroad,  with  which  he  has  ever  since  been 
connected,  and  since  1888  he  has  had  special  charge 
of  the  pulleys  on  that  line  between  Carbondale  and 
Waymart.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church,  in 
which  he  is  an  active  worker,  having  held  the  office 
of  trustee  foj-  three  vears  past,  and  is  also  identified 
with  the  G.  A.  R.,  uniting  with  Sergt.  Warren  Rix 


Post  No.  397 ; with  the  K.  of  H.  and  the  Hepta- 
sophs,  all  of  Waymart ; and  for  twenty  years  he 
has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  in 
which  he  has  attained  the  third  degree.  He  has  a 
cozy  home  at  Waymart,  and  his  family  is  one  of 
which  an)-  parent  might  well  be  proud. 

On  October  20,  1867,  Air.  Stanton  was  mar- 
ried, at  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  by  Rev.  E.  O. 
Ward,  a Presbyterian  minister,  to  Miss  Olive  Pulis, 
and  three  children  have  Diessed  their  union : Harry 
lb,  born  November  13,  1869,  is  a graduate  of  the 
Waymart  Normal;  Myrtie  H.,  born  April  6,  1872, 
and  Calvin  L.,  born  August  26,  1881,  are  at  home. 
Airs.  Stanton  was  born  June  21,  1845,  at  Oregon 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  is  a member  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  this  section,  her  grandfather, 
Conrad  Pulis,  of  New  York  City,  having  settled 
in  Wayne  county  in  1778,  purchasing  a farm  in 
Dyberry  township.  Henry  Pulis,  the  father  of-  Mrs. 
Stanton,  was  born  October  5,  1800,  in  Dyberry 
township,  and  lived  and  died  within  four  miles  of 
his  birthplace,  his  occupation  being  farming.  He 
was  married,  November  18,  1830,  at  Bethany,  to 
Aliss  Caroline  Whitmore,  who  was  born  September 
13,  1812,  at  Salisbury,  Conn.  Henry  Pulis  died 
February  13,  1879,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a devout 
member  of  the  Alethoclist  Church,  passed  away  Alay 
4,  1871,  their  remains  being  interred  in  the  old  Pulis 
burial  ground  in  Dyberry  township. 

RICHARD  BLISS  DOWNER.  One  of  the 
most  impressive  inculcations  of  biography,  and  es- 
pecially the  chronicle  of  those  lives  which  have 
attained  influence  and  prominence  in  the  affairs 
of  men,  in  the  blessedness  of  industry.  There  are 
meteoric  careers  that  flash  quickly  into  brilliancy, 
but  their  common  fate  is  decline  and  quick  ob- 
livion. The  strength  of  character  that  wins  per- 
manent success  is  limited  by  the  capacity  and  the 
love  of  work,  for  the  inscrutable  laws  of  nature 
have  so  decreed.  In  every  community  the  men 
whose  names  are  oftenest  spoken,  and  whose  deeds 
are  most  esteemed,  are  those  who  accomplish,  those 
who  by  persevering  effort  attain  that  for  which  they 
strive,  those  whose  deeds  bear  strongest  testimony  to 
the  possibilities  of  human  action.  Among  the  emi- 
nent agriculturists  of  Susquehanna  county  must 
be  mentioned  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  the 
striking  feature  of  his  career  is  that  of  peace  and 
quiet,  in  which  he  is  now  enjoying  the  success  of 
his  career,  won  by  his  own  unaided  effort. 

Air.  Downer  was  born  in  New  London  county. 
Conn.,  September  21,  1821,  son  of  Ezekiel  and  • 
Susan  (Bliss)  Downer,  and  grandson  of  Richard 
Downer,  a prominent  farmer  of  New  London  coun- 
ty, of  Scottish  descent,  and  who  remained  there 
throughout  his  entire  life.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Pellitier  Bliss,  a blacksmith 
by  trade,  was  in  his  day  a prominent  and  well-known 
citizen  of  Connecticut. 

In  1823  Ezekiel  Downer  removed  from  his 
farm  in  Connecticut  to  Bridgewater  township,  Sus- 
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quehanna  county,  and  later  came  to  Jessup  town- 
ship, same  county,  where  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  died  June  17,  1867,  aged  eighty- 
six  years.  His  wife  died  in  1859,  aged  sixty-six 
years.  Both  are  buried  at  Fairdale  cemetery.  The 
family  of  Ezekiel  and  Susan  Downer  consisted  of 
children  as  follows:  Two  sons  died  in  infancy; 

Steven  Strong  died  in  Jessup  aged  three  years; 
Mariah  married  Waller  Olmstead ; Melissa  married 
Hiram  Allen ; Permelia  married  Lucius  Birchard ; 
Cornelia  married  Orin  Beebe;  Richard  B.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  is  the  sole  survivor  of  the  family. 

Richard  B.  Downer  remained  on  his  father’s 
farm  through  his  minority,  obtaining  the  education 
afforded  by  the  public  schools,  and  learning  those 
lessons  of  patient  industry  and  energy  which 
strengthened  and  developed  in  his  later  years.  He 
early  grappled  with  the  responsibilities  of  farm  man- 
agement, for  as  an  only  son  the  duties  and  labors 
of  the  old  homestead  fell  materially  on  his  shoulders. 
For  seven  years  after  he  attained  his  majority  he 
operated  his  father's  farm,  near  the  expiration  of 
that  period  marrying  and  founding  a home  of  his 
own. 

The  wife  of  his  choice  was  Miss  Betsy  A. 
Fullerton,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Effa  (Riter) 
Fullerton.  She  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
in  1828,  and  her  marriage  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  occurred  March  29,  1848,  at  Fairdale.  Soon 
afterward  Mr.  Downer  rented,  and  operated  for 
one  year,  a farm  in  Bridgewater  township.  He 
then  purchased  the  farm  in  Jessup  township  on 
which  he  now  resides.  Here,  in  January,  1878,  his 
faithful  wife  passed  away.  She  was  buried  at  Fair- 
dale  cemetery.  The  children  born  to  Richard  B. 
and  Betsy  A.  Downer  were  as  follows:  William, 

who  died  while  serving  in  the  Rebellion ; Susie,  who 
married  Peter  Roe,  a prominent  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  a farmer  of  Jessup  township ; Ida,  wife  of 
Dr.  Allen  Buck,  a dentist  of  Jessup  township,  and 
residing  on  the  old  homestead ; Oscar,  who  married 
Nellie  E.  Parks,  and  is  a progressive  farmer  of 
Jessup  township;  ITosea  B.,  who  married  Hattie 
Strange,  and  is  also  a farmer  of  Jessup  township; 
and  Hettie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

In  1882  our  subject  sold  his  homestead  to  Dr. 
Buck,  his  son-in-law,  and,  thus  relieved  from  the 
active  management  of  his  properties,  he  spends  his 
days  in  the  companionship  of  his  several  children, 
to  all  of  whom  have  been  transmitted  those  golden 
traits  of  industry  which  crowned  their  father’s  life, 
and  all  of  whom  are  prosperous  and  successful. 
Mr.  Downer,  from  his  physical  strength  and  activ- 
ity, might  readily  be  taken  for  a man  of  younger 
years.  He  takes  a keen  interest  in  business  and 
social  affairs,  and  throughout  life  has  been  aided 
by  a retentive  memory,  which  is  not  impaired.  In 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  approves  the 
silver  platform  of  his  party.  Esteemed  and  respect- 
ed by  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances, 
he  is  a representative  of  the  best  type  of  American 
citizenship. 


JOHN  M.  KELLY,  who,  during  his  sixteen 
years’  practice,  has  attained  high  eminence  in  his 
profession,  especially  as  a criminal  lawyer  of  un- 
questioned ability,  was  born  June  24,  1861,  at  Owe- 
go,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Nicholas  T.  and  Jo- 
hanna (Condon)  Kelly. 

Nicholas  Terence  Kelly,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Ireland,  a descendant  of  the  famous 
Capt.  Kelly  and  son  of  Terence  N.  Kelly,  and  was 
the  youngest  of  a large  family.  His  education  was 
acquired  under  private  instruction,  and  largely 
from  his  father,  who  was  a man  of  culture  and  a 
scholar  of  great  ability — the  master  of  several  lan- 
guages. While  yet  young  he  emigrated  to  America, 
residing  at  Owego,  N.  Y.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
newspaper  reporter,  and  he  developed  considerable 
versatility  as  a writer,  contributing  many  articles 
to  the  press,  and  was  the  author  of  several  articles 
of  recognized  merit.  He  took  a lively  interest  in  all 
that  concerned  his  native  land,  was  a close  and  thor- 
ough student  of  Irish  and  English  history,  and  dur- 
ing the  Fenian  movement  in  the  United  States  was 
president  of  one  of  the  large  societies  and  was  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  leaders  in  the  United 
States.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Democrat, 
became  a leader  in  local  affairs,  and  was  very  popu- 
lar with  the  people. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Kelly  married  Miss  Johanna  Con- 
don, who  was  born  in  Ireland  and,  like  her  husband, 
came  to  the  United  States  when  very  young,  living 
with  her  parents  upon  the  home  farm  in  Middle- 
town,  Susquehanna  county,  until  her  marriage. 
Ten  children  blessed  this  union:  Lucy,  wife  of  P. 
McHale,  residing  in  Middletown;  John  M.,  whose 
name  introduces  these  lines;  Hugh  A.  (a  gradu- 
ate of  Factoryville  Academy),  who  married  Mag- 
gie McCormick,  and  lives  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
David  V.,  unmarried,  living  with  his  parents ; Mary 
T.,  wife  of  Eugene  Cadden,  residing  at  Dimock, 
Penn. ; Martha  A.,  wife  of  James  McGovern,  living 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Terence  N.,  a member  of  the 
Chicago  police  force;  Johanna,  wife  of  Louis  Beitz- 
hold,  living  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; Charles  M.,  who  died 
in  his  tenth  year;  and  William  J.,  engaged  in  the 
cigar  business  at  Elmira,  New  York. 

On  August  6,  1866,  John  M.  Kelly  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  the  family  settling  on  the  farm  where 
the  parents  still  reside.  There  he  grew  to  manhood, 
assisting  his  father  upon  the  farm,  and  he  acquired 
his  education  in  part  at  the  public  schools,  having 
also  the  benefit  of  private  instruction  from  his  father 
and  Prof.  B.  E.  James.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  commenced  teaching  school,  and  successfully  fol- 
lowed that  profession  for  several  terms,  during  the 
fall  and  winter  seasons.  He  became  apprenticed 
to  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  learned,  follow- 
ing same  during  the  summer  seasons  until  October, 
1881,  when  he  registered  as  a student  at  law  in  the 
office  of  McCollum  & Watson,  of  Montrose,  Penn. 
When  the  junior  member  retired  the  firm  became 
McCollum  & Searle,  Mr.  Searle  afterward  retiring  to 
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go  upon  the  Bench.  Mr.  Kelly  continued  his  stud- 
ies with  them,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Susque- 
hanna County  Bar,  April  14,  1884,  opening  an 
office  in  Montrose,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in 
practice.  He  early  attracted  the  attention  of  that 
brilliant  attorney,  Dr.  E.  L.  Blakeslee,  and  became 
associated  with  him  in  the  trial  of  many  important 
criminal  and  civil  suits,  during  this  association  de- 
veloping a desire  for  criminal  law  practice,  to  which 
he  afterward  devoted  special  attention. 

Mr.  Kelly's  first  great  effort  in  criminal  prac- 
tice was  his  defense  of  James  Welch,  charged  with 
first-degree  murder,  who  was  acquitted  at  the  No- 
vember term  of  court,  1889,  after  a long,  hard- 
fought  battle.  His  plea  to  the  jury  attracted  much 
attention.  In  November,  1890,  he  defended  George 
Mattey,  also  indicted  for  murder  in  the  first  de- 
gree, securing  his  acquittal  after  a stubborn  contest, 
and  this  success  gave  him  a firm  standing  as  a crim- 
inal lawyer.  At  the  August  term  of  court,  1894, 
he  defended  and  secured  the  acquittal,  in  the  face 
of  strong  public  sentiment,  of  Bart  Sebring,  charged 
with  the  murder  of  his  own  infant,  by  drowning 
it.  At  the  April  term,  1897,  assisted  by  Hon.  J.  A. 
Sittser,  our  subject  defended  Michael  and  John  Kel- 
ly, charged  with  murder  in  the  first  degree  for  stab- 
bing to  death  Leon  Gage.  This  was  his  greatest 
forensic  triumph,  resulting  in  the  acquittal  of  Mich- 
ael and  the  conviction  of  John  for  the  crime  of  man- 
slaughter only.  It  was  not  until  after  the  convic- 
tion at  the  August  term,  1897,  that  Mr.  Kelly  was 
called  upon  to  assist  in  obtaining  a new  trial  for 
John  Waltz,  convicted  of  murder  in  the  second  de- 
gree. His  first  retainer  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
monwealth was  in  the  two  cases  against  J.  J.  Eagan 
and  Cornelius  Wells  Shew,  who  were  convicted 
and  executed.  Mr.  Kelly  has  also  been  admitted  as 
a regular  practitioner  in  the  counties  of  Bradford 
and  Lackawanna,  as  well  as  in  the  Supreme  and 
Superior  Courts  of  Pennsylvania.  He  has  been  re- 
tained in  a number  of  important  cases  in  adjoin- 
ing counties,  and  as  attorney,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  a hardware  manufacturing  company 
of  Massachusetts. 

As  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party 
Mr.  Kelly  takes  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
political  matters,  having  been  secretary  of  the  Demo- 
cratic clubs  of  the  town ; he  was  elected  secretary 
of  the  Democratic  County  Committee  in  1894-95- 
96.  In  1895  he  was  nominated  by  his  party  for  the 
office  of  district  attorney,  but  although  running  far 
ahead  of  his  ticket  he  was  defeated,  the  county  hav- 
ing a Republican  majority  of  1,500.  On  April  29, 
1896,  he  represented  his  county  as  delegate  to  the 
State  Convention  held  at  Allentown,  and  the  same 
year  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Democratic 
Congressional  Conference  of  the  counties  of  Wayne, 
Wyoming,  Bradford  and  Susquehanna.  On  March 
27,  1899,  was  elected  a member  of  the  State  Cen- 
tral Committee  and  Chairman  of  the  Democratic 
County  Committee,  through  whose  efforts,  mainly, 
B.  B.  Buffum  was  elected  register  and  recorder 


of  Susquehanna  county,  the  first  Democrat  to  hold 
that  position  since  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party.  Mr.  Kelly  has  been  prominent  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  party,  an  energetic  worker  for  the  good 
of  the  cause,  and  has  devoted  much  time  to  cam- 
paigning, making  numerous  speeches  for  his  fav- 
orite party. 

In  1893  Mr.  Kelly  organized  the  Montrose 
Gun  Club,  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  fish 
and  game,  and  was  elected  president,  which  position 
he  now  holds.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  State 
Sportsman's  Association,  and  was  appointed  one 
of  the  legislative  committee  to  draft  suitable  laws 
for  the  protection  of  fish  and  game. 

On  November  30,  1887,  Mr.  Kelly  married  Miss 
Ella  V.  Ouailey,  of  Forest  Lake  township,  by  whom 
he  had  two  children,  viz. : Ella  Evangeline,  who 
died  August  21,  1898;  and  Althea  L.,  who  died  May 
23,  1893.  The  mother's  death  occurred  May  4, 
1898. 

CHARLES  S.  HAMLIN,  who  passed  away 
August  15,  1899,  was  one  of  the  strong  characters 
who  became  an  integral  part  of  the  business  life 
of  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  and  by  the 
exercise  of  nis  powers  not  only  advanced  his  indi- 
vidual prosperity,  but  contributed  to  the  welfare  of 
his  adopted  village.  As  a blacksmith,  he  was  for 
many  vears  identified  with  its  industrial  interests, 
and  was  subsequently  senior  member  of  the  livery 
firm  of  Hamlin  & Son. 

Mr.  Hamlin  was  born  in  New  Milford,  Conn., 
in  May,  1828,  a son  of  John  B.  and  Rachel  (Hill) 
Hamlin,  also  natives  of  that  place,  the  former  born 
in  1796,  the  latter  in  1794.  Our  subject's  pater- 
nal grandparents,  Elisha  and  Sarah  (Bradshaw) 
Hamlin,  were  lifelong  residents  of  Connecticut. 
The  grandfather,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  under  Gen.  Washington,  followed 
farming  in  New  Milford  for  many  years,  but  spent 
his  last  days  with  his  son  in  Danbury,  where  he 
died  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
In  his  family  were  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  born  in  Connecticut:  (1)  Isaac 

married  and  moved  to  Canada,  where  he  and  his 
wife  were  captured  by  the  Indians  during  the  war 
of  1812.  After  their  release  they  went  to  Ohio, 
where  they  died,  but  their  children  are  still  resi- 
dents of  that  State.  (2)  Levi,  born  in  1780,  mar- 
ried and  located  at  Springfield,  Mass.  (3)  Philo 
married  Fannie  Hamlin,  and  settled  in  Middlebury, 
Conn.  Their  daughter  Emma  is  now  the  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Brunson,  of  that  place.  (4)  Russell  married 
and  located  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  where  he  died  leav- 
ing two  sons — Philo,  a resident  of  Danbury ; and 
Charles,  also  of  Connecticut.  (5)  Alfred  mar- 
ried Rachel  Stewart,  who  belonged  to  an  old  Con- 
necticut family,  and  they  made  their  home  in 
Bridgewater,  that  State,  where  he  died  leaving  a 
family  of  eight  children.  (6)  Clara  married  Jus- 
tus Weller,  of  Bridgewater,  Conn.,  where  she  died 
leaving  a family.  (7)  Sarah  married  Alfred 
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Brunson,  and  after  living  for  some  years  in  Con- 
necticut moved  to  Green,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  she  died  leaving  three  daughters — Jane,  wife 
of  a Mr.  Jalpin,  of  New  York  State;  Mrs.  George 
Porter,  who  died  in  Cortland,  N.  Y. ; and  Fannie, 
wife  of  a Mr.  Church,  of  Albany,  New  York. 

John  B.  Hamlin,  our  subject’s  father,  com- 
pletes this  family.  He  was  reared  and  educated 
in  New  Milford,  Conn.,  and  when  a young  man 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  followed 
there  for  some  years.  In  1 8 1 8 he  married  Miss 
Rachel  Hill,  a daughter  of  Jonathan  Hill,  a native 
of  England,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  English  army 
during  the  American  Revolution.  Coming  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  in  1845,  Mr.  Hamlin  lo- 
cated where  the  village  of  Great  Bend  now  stands, 
and  there  erected  a blacksmith  and  wagon  shop, 
which  he  conducted  until  he  retired  from  active 
life.  Politically  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a 
Republican,  and  he  most  creditably  filled  a number 
of  local  offices.  He  died  in  April,  1880,  his  wife 
in  February,  1881,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  them.  She  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a sincere 
Christian  woman.  Their  family  consisted  of  five 
sons  and  one  daughter,  namely : ( 1 ) Mariche, 

born  in  New  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1819,  married 
Theron  Richmond,  who  died  in  Connecticut,  leav- 
ing two  sons,  John  and  Edwin.  She  later  wedded 
Hiram  Gifford,  of  New  Milford,  who  came  to  Great 
Bend,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1848,  and  died 
here,  leaving  one  son,  Frank,  now  a resident  of 
Great  Bend.  For  her  third  husband  she  married 
William  Simmons,  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and  they 
removed  to  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  where  both  died.  (2) 
Philo,  born  December  30,  1821,  in  New  Milford, 
Conn.,  which  was  the  birthplace  of  all  the  family, 
married  Sarah  Fish,  of  Sherman,  Conn.,  who  died 
in  that  State,  leaving  one  daughter,  Rachel,  now 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Stephen  Armstrong, 
of  Sullivan  county,  Penn.  For  his  second  wife 
Philo  Hamlin  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Doore,  and  they 
resided  in  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  where  he  followed 
blacksmithing.  He  was  thrown  from  his  wagon 
and  killed  October  14,  1899.  (3)  Christopher, 

born  in  February,  1823,  married  Salina  Hewin,  of 
Rush,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  who  died  in  1852, 
leaving  a daughter,  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  a Mr. 
Wentworth,  of  New  Jersey.  Later  he  wedded 
Lydia  Price,  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  who  died 
soon  afterward.  He  was  one  of  the  most  honorable 
and  reliable  citizens  of  Great  Bend,  where  he  fol- 
lowed wagon  making  until  his  death,  in  December, 
1894,  and  during  the  Civil  war  worked  for  the 
government  on  a construction  train.  (4)  John 
B.,  born  in  December,  1S25,  married  Mary  A.  Clos- 
son,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  later  located  in  Car- 
bondale, Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged 
in  wood  working.  There  his  wife  and  six  children 
died  of  spotted  fever.  Subsequently  he  wedded 
Martha  Ellis,  of  Carbondale,  and  after  enlisting 
in  the  Union  service,  during  the  Civil  war,  he 


took  his  wife  and  child  to  Camp  Piatt,  near  Charles- 
ton, W.  Va.  He  was  a member  of  the  1st  New 
York  Veteran  Cavalry,  and  remained  in  the  army 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Carbondale.  His  son  was  killed  on  the  Gravity 
railroad,  between  that  place  and  Honesdale.  Mr. 
Hamlin  died  in  Lackawanna  county,  in  December, 
1880,  leaving  a wife  and  two  daughters — Virginia, 
wife  of  George  Haney,  of  Ashley,  Luzerne  Co., 
Penn. ; and  Salina,  who  married  T.  E.  Thomas,  of 
West  Virginia,  and  died  in  April,  1899,  at  Free- 
man, W.  Va.  (Mr.  Thomas  was  captain  of  a com- 
pany from  that  State  in  the  war  with  Spain).  (5) 
Charles  S.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  family.  (6) 
George  H.,  born  in  February,  1830,  came  with  his 
parents  to  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  during  his  youth,  and 
here  learned  the  trade  of  wagonmaking.  He  mar- 
ried Clarissa  Griggs,  of  Windsor,  Broome  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  who  died  there,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  wed- 
ded Elizabeth  Harder,  who  is  still  living.  After 
residing  for  some  years  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y., 
he  returned  to  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  where  he  died 
April  3,  1892.  He  left  no  children. 

Charles  S.  Hamlin  was  indebted  to  the  district 
schools  of  New  Milford,  Conn.,  for  his  educational 
privileges.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  commenced 
working  on  a farm,  and  was  thus  employed  for  five 
years,  after  which  he  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade.  In  1851  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Bound,  who  was  born  in  Kirkwood, 
Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1828,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Catherine  Bound,  and  also  received  a district- 
school  education.  They  began  their  domestic  life 
at  Great  Bend,  where  Mr.  Hamlin  worked  at  his 
trade  until  1855,  and  then  purchased  real  estate  in 
Lawsville  Center,  where  he  continued  to  follow  his 
chosen  occupation  for  some  time.  After  a year 
and  a half  spent  in  Brookdale,  Liberty  township,  he 
returned  to  Great  Bend,  in  1863,  where  he  after- 
ward made  his  home.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  1st 
New  York  Veteran  Cavalry,  and  was  on  duty  at 
Camp  Piatt,  near  Charleston,  until  after  Lee’s  sur- 
render, when  he  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service.  After  his  return  from  the  war  he 
worked  for  two  years  for  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  railroad.  In  1866  he  purchased 
property  in  Great  Bend,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  until  1880,  and  then  bought  the  bus  line  be- 
tween Hallstead  and  the  Erie  railroad,  which  has 
since  been  conducted  in  connection  with  the  livery 
stable  at  Great  Bend — until  his  decease,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Hamlin  & Son,  his  son  W.  B.  being 
the  junior  member  of  the  firm.  The  firm  name  is 
now  Mrs.  C.  S.  Hamlin  & Son,  W.  B.  Hamlin  man- 
aging the  business.  They  enjoy  an  excellent  trade, 
and  are  numbered  among  the  leading  firms  of  the 
place.  In  1885  Mr.  Hamlin  erected  his  present  fine 
residence  at  Great  Bend. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  fcur  died  in  childhood.  The  others  are 
as  follows:  (1)  D.  C.,  born  in  Kirkwood,  N.  Y., 

July  10,  1854,  is  now  engaged  in  blacksmithing  in 
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Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  married  Jennie  Tingley, 
of  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Lillian,  wife  of  Frederick  Her- 
rick, a barber,  of  Hallstead,  Penn,  (they  have  one 
son,  Leon  R.).  (2)  George  W.,  born  in  Laws- 

ville  Center,  Susquehanna  county,  in  August,  1856, 
married  Georgiana  Myers,  of  Carbondale,  Penn. 
He  followed  railroading,  and  after  his  removal  to 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  was  killed  on  the  road,  on  January 
6,  1895.  He  left  five  children — Mamie,  Clara,  Wal- 
ter, Maven  and  Harry.  (3)  Jonathan  Ev  born  in 
June,  1859,  is  a blacksmith  of  Great  Bend,  where 
lie  owns  his  home.  He  married  Hattie  Currier,  of 
that  place,  and  they  have  four  children — May, 
Charles,  Florence  and  Eddy.  (4)  Adelbert  E., 
born  in  September,  1867,  became  chief  clerk  and 
general  manager  of  the  “Montrose  House,”  Mont- 
rose, Penn.,  and  died  there  on  June  15,  1895, 
mourned  by  many  friends  as  well  as  his  family. 
(5)  \V.  B.  Hamlin,  born  in  Great  Bend,  October 

21,  1870,  completed  his  education  in  the  higher 
schools  of  that  town.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
entered  the  Kirkwood  Wagon  Works,  where  he 
was  employed  for  two  years,  and  in  1891  became  a 
brakeman  on  the  New  York,  Ontario  & Western 
railroad,  which  position  he  filled  until  losing  his 
hand,  the  following  year.  He  then  served  as  yard- 
master  at  Mayfield  (Penn.)  yard  for  three  years, 
and  was  station  agent  at  Mayfield  for  one  year. 
Returning  to  Great  Bend  in  1896,  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  father  in  the  livery  business, 
with  which  he  is  still  connected.  On  November  2, 
1898,  he  married  Nellie  Neely,  of  that  place,  a 
daughter  of  Gideon  and  Phcebe  Neely,  and  they  re- 
side with  his  mother.  He  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

From  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
Mr.  Hamlin  was  one  of  its  stanch  supporters,  and 
he  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  poormaster  and 
judge  of  elections.  Socially  he  was  a member  of 
Simerel  Post  No.  233,  G.  A.  R.,  and  Ottawa  Tribe 
No.  255,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  both  of  Great  Bend,  his  son 
W.  B.  also  belonging  to  the  latter  order  and  to 
Odd  Fellows  Lodge  No.  1009,  of  Great  Bend.  Re- 
ligiously our  subject  was  a Presbyterian,  as  is  also 
his  widow.  He  was  charitable  and  generous,  giv- 
ing liberally  to  all  Church  work,  or  to  any  enter- 
prise for  the  good  of  his  fellowmen.  Although 
Mr.  Hamlin  started  out  in  life  for  himself  in  limited 
circumstances,  he  prospered,  and  became  quite  well- 
to-do.  His  death  was  caused  by  heart  disease  after 
a year's  illness. 

H.  C.  CASE.  Character  wears  better  and 
longer  than  other  human  acquisitions,  and  in  every 
community  there  are  men  who  are  known  for  their 
sterling  and  honorable  traits.  Among  this  number 
in  Tackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  must 
be  mentioned  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Case  is  the  representative  of  a pioneer  fam- 
ily. His  grandfather,  Charles  Case,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Susquehanna  county.  Charles 


Case,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  Eng- 
lish born,  and  migrated  to  America  in  Colonial  days. 
He  served  as  a captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
under  Gen.  Washington.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Charles  Case,  was  born  in  Connecticut  and 
migrated  with  his  wife  to  Gibson  township  in  its 
wilderness  state,  clearing  up  a farm  and  there  re- 
maining until  death.  His  family  of  children  were 
as  follows : Riley,  who  settled  at  Great  Bend  ; Lou- 
isa, who  married  William  Tallman  and  settled  in 
Coventry,  N.  Y. ; Treadwell  and  Trumbull,  twins, 
Treadwell  settling  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and 
Trumbull  on  the  old  home  in  Gibson — two  of  his 
children  surviving,  Melvina,  wife  of  Edwin  Gard- 
ner, of  Connecticut,  and  Zelia,  wife  of  Abram  Shoe, 
of  Susquehanna;  Lucinda,  who  married  Joseph 
Washburn,  of  Jackson;  and  Horace  G.,  the  father 
of  our  subject. 

Horace  G.  Case  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1809, 
and  was  a boy  when  he  came  with  his. parents  to 
Susquehanna  county.  There  he  grew  to  manhood, 
inured  to  the  toil  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and 
developing  the  sterling  traits  of  his  character.  He 
married  in  1830,  to  Miss  Mary  Griswold,  of  Ararat 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a native  of  Con- 
necticut. Purchasing  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Jack- 
son  township,  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  Horace 
G.  Case  and  wife  there  began  housekeeping  in  a 
most  primitive  manner.  He  erected  a log  house  and 
barn,  commencing  a home  in  a very  crude  way.  He 
cleared  up  his  farm,  and  later  erected  good,  sub- 
stantial buildings.  The  greater  part  of  his  life 
he  spent  at  this  home.  He  was  a thorough  Chris- 
tian man,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  among  the 
first  Church  members  of  that  section.  They  uni- 
ted with  the  Methodist  Church,  and  he.  with  some 
of  his  neighbors,  erected  the  North  Jackson  church, 
where  for  over  forty  years  he  had  a license  as  an 
exhorter  for  the  people.  His  entire  life  was  spent 
in  doing  good,  his  worthy  helpmeet  assisting  him 
in  all  his  Christian  duties.  They  were  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  the  people  of  their  communty  for 
their  upright  Christian  character.  Horace  Case 
died  in  August,  1874,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years, 
his  worthy  wife  remaining  with  her  sons  on  the  old 
home  until  her  death,  on  May  28,  1899,  at  the  ex- 
treme age  of  eighty-six  years.  For  five  years  pre- 
vious to  her  death  she  was  a great  physical  sufferer, 
being  a cripple  during  that  time.  Her  great  com- 
fort was  her  faith  in  Christ,  in  which  happy  belief 
she  died.  The  family  of  Horace  G.  and  Man- 
Case  consisted  of  four  children,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  (1)  H.  C.,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest 
of  the  family.  (2)  Bedell,  born  in  1839,  married 
Miss  Ellen  French  and  farmed  in  Jackson  until  his 
death  in  1878,  leaving  a son,  Charles,  a railroad 
man  of  Wilkes  Barre.  (3)  Lazell  Case  married 
Miss  Etta  Skinner,  of  Jackson,  and  settled  on  the 
old  homestead  in  that  township,  where  his  wife 
died  in  1889,  leaving  five  children,  namely:  Matie, 
born  in  1879,  educated  in  Lanesboro  High  School, 
married  N.  E.  Vergason,  in  March,  1898,  and  re- 
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sides  in  Binghamton;  Emma,  born  in  1881,  is  now 
the  adopted  daughter  of  Landrus  Meeker,  an  at- 
torney of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Evangeline,  born  in 
1883,  at  home;  Floyd  B.,  born  in  1886;  and  Leroy, 
born  in  1889,  the  adopted  son  of  Smith  French. 
Since  the  death  of  his  wife  Lazell  Case  has  re- 
mained on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  and  his 
brother,  our  subject,  are  engaged  in  farming  jointly, 
and  bestowing  his  paternal  care  and  affection  in 
the  rearing  of  his  motherless  children.  (4)  Mary 
Case,  born  in  1841,  now  the  wife  of  Smith  French, 
of  Thompson  township,  has  one  daughter,  Addie, 
wife  of  Ambrose  Crosier,  of  Thompson. 

H.  C.  Case,  our  subject,  was  born  on  tbe  home- 
stead in  July,  1837.  He  received  a good  common- 
school  education,  and  in  1859  married  Miss  Martha 
Round,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Sybil  (Madison) 
Round,  old  settlers  of  Jackson  township.  Nathan 
Round  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1806;  bis 
wife  Sybil  Madison  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in 
1809.  Settling  in  Jackson  township,  they  later  re- 
moved to  Windsor,  where  both  died  leaving  three 
children : Hannah,  now  of  Cooperstown,  N.  Y. ; 

Louisa,  wife  of  Louis  Doolittle,  of  Windsor,  N.  Y. ; 
and  Martha,  wife  of  our  subject.  After  marriage 
our  subject  settled  on  the  old  home  farm,  where  he 
has  since  lived  continuously,  engaged  successfully 
in  dairying  and  in  general  farming  pursuits.  Hat- 
tie, an  adopted  daughter  of  our  subject  and  wife, 
married  Emory  Barber,  and  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren— Lynn;  Fern,  who  is  with  her  father  at  Bing- 
hamton; and  Lyle,  who  is  with  our  subject.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Case  are  active  and  lifelong  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  Politically  he  holds  allegi- 
ance to  the  Republican  party.  He  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  local  public  interests  and  ranks 
among  the  sterling  and  most  highly  esteemed  citi- 
zens of  the  township. 

FREDERICK  BAILEY  JEWETT.  Among 
the  pleasant  rural  homes  of  Susquehanna  county 
is  that  of  Mr.  Jewett,  in  Brooklyn  township.  The 
residence  is  one  of  the  finest,  and  the  culture  and 
artistic  taste  of  its  inmates  are  reflected  in  its  ap- 
pointments, while  a gracious  hospitality  adds  a 
charm  to  its  material  comforts.  The  outside  sur- 
roundings are  also  in  perfect  harmony  therewith, 
as  our  subject  is  a thorough  and  systematic  farmer 
and  an  enterprising  business  man. 

Mr.  Jewett’s  father,  Rodney  Jewett,  was  born 
in  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  and  was  less  than  two 
years  old  when  brought  by  his  parents,  Nathan  and 
Electa  (Fox)  Jewett,  to  Susquehanna  county.  He 
had  the  usual  advantanges  of  a district-school  edu- 
cation, and  even  in  his  boyhood  learned  that  indus- 
try and  economy  must  be  characteristic  of  those 
who  would  gain  a competence  in  a new  country. 
That  this  lesson  was  well  learned  was  illustrated 
in  after  life,  as  he  accumulated  a large  property, 
which  was  distributed  among  his  children.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  began  teaching  school,  and  for 
ten  years  continued  at  this  calling,  besides  working 


on  a farm.  He  was  a self-reliant  young  man,  and 
his  parental  training  was  no  detriment  in  laying 
the  foundation  for  his  success  as  a business  man. 
Although  he  had  little  to  begin  with  upon  reaching 
his  majority,  his  ambition,  judicious  management, 
and  will  to  accomplish  whatever  he  undertook,  to- 
gether with  his  sagacity,  made  him  one  of  the  most 
successful  citizens  of  his  time  in  the  county.  I11 
1874  the  Susquehanna  County  Agricultural  Works 
was  organized  at  Montrose,  for  the  manufacture 
of  farm  tools  and  steam  engines.  Rodney  Jewett 
was  president  of  this  company  until  his  death.  He 
also  held  stock  in  the  First  National  Bank.  His 
residence,  which  was  built  in  1841,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1872,  together  with  a dozen  outbuildings, 
and  upon  its  site  the  present  fine  home  of  his  son 
Frederick  B.  was  erected. 

Rodney  Jewett  was  married,  in  1836,  to  Miss 
Sally  Maria  Bailey,  a daughter  of  Col.  Frederick 
and  Polly  Bailey,  who  became  residents  of  Brooklyn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1807.  Seven 
children  blessed  this  union : Mary  E.,  born  in  1838,, 
the  widow  of  Charles  Blake,  a Methodist  min- 
ister of  Rome,  Penn. ; Nathan  Rodney,  born  in 
1839;  Jane  A.,  born  in  1841,  the  wife  of  Hon.  B. 
Wood,  a lawyer  of  Effingham,  111.,  who  represented 
the  Nineteenth  Illinois  District  in  Congress,  and  has 
been  three  times  a member  of  the  Illinois  Legisla- 
ture ; Harriet  E.,  born  in  1842,  the  wife  of  Jonathan 
F.  Gardner,  an  extensive  farmer  of  East  Bridge- 
water;  Gertrude  E.,  born  in  1844,  the  wife  of  Major 
H.  W.  Bardwell,  of  Tunkhannock,  Penn. ; Lavina. 
A.,  born  in  1846,  the  wife  of  William  Stark,  of 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county ; and 
Frederick  B.,  who  completes  the  family.  The  moth- 
er of  these  children  died  in  February,  1851,  and  in 
1852  the  father  married  Sarah  B.  Kennard.  He  died 
Feljruary  26,  1877.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  a prudent  adviser  in  the  councils  of  his 
jjarty.  Religiously  he  was  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church. 

Nathan  Jewett,  grandfather  of  Frederick  B. 
Jewett,  was  a successful  comb  maker  in  Boston,, 
whither  he  had  gone  from  his  native  State  of  Con- 
necticut. Poor  health  caused  him  to  seek  a change 
of  climate,  and  on  November  11,  1811,  he  came  to- 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  He  paid  gold  for  his 
farm,  which  is  now  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Nath- 
an Rodney  Jewett.  Besides  farming  he  built  one 
of  the  first  sawmills  in  this  country,  which  is  still 
in  use,  and  is  pointed  out  as  one  of  the  old  land- 
marks. His  wife  was  in  her  maidenhood  Electa 
Fox,  and  she  was  the  mother  of : Francis,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  while  in  New  Orleans,, 
and  Rodney,  mentioned  above,  these  two  being  born 
in  the  East,  and  accompanying  their  parents  to 
Pennsylvania ; after  the  removal  three  more  children 
were  born : Elizabeth,  who  married  Alfred  Mack, 
and  lives  near  Albion,  N.  Y.,  at  an  advanced  age; 
Lavina,  now  deceased,  a graduate  of  Wyoming 
Seminary,  who  became  a successful  teacher ; and 
Allen,  who  enlisted  in  the  52nd  P.  V.  I.,  and  was. 
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killed  at  the  battle  of  Beverly  Ford,  Va.,  in  1862, 
his  remains  being  brought  home  and  buried  in  East 
Bridgewater  cemetery  (lie.  had  married  Joanna 
Passmore,  and  their  children  were  A.  Stanley,  of 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  Libbie,  wife  of  Random  Brown- 
ing, a merchant  of  Rome,  Penn.). 

Frederick  B.  Jewett  was  born  August  5,  1848, 
on  the  farm  where  he  is  now  living,  and  was  there 
reared  to  manhood,  acquiring  a good  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  select  schools.  He  also  obtained  a 
good  knowledge  of  business  methods  under  the  able 
direction  of  his  father,  whom  he  assisted  in  the 
farm  work  and  other  enterprises.  He  succeeded 
his  father  as  president  of  the  Susquehanna  County 
Agricultural  Works  at  Montrose,  in  1877,  filling  that 
position  in  a most  creditable  and  acceptable  man- 
ner until  the  company  passed  out  of  existence,  in 
1885.  In  the  latter  year  he  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  and  has  since  given  his  attention  princi- 
pally to  farming.  His  home  farm  comprises  600 
acres  of  valuable  land, and  in  New  Milford  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  he  also  owns  400  acres  which 
he  operates,  being  one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers 
of  the  county.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  dairy 
business,  and  for  this  purpose  keeps  on  hand  from 
sixty  to  eighty  cows.  In  the  winter  he  resides  in 
Montrose,  where  he  has  a beautiful  home.  In  1899 
he  purchased  a fine  estate,  the  homestead  of  the  late 
Judge  R.  T.  Ashley,  in  Brooklyn,  and  is  fitting  the 
place  up  so  that  it  will  in  the  future,  as  it  has  been 
in  the  past,  be  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the 
village. 

On  September  5,  1S77,  Mr.  Jewett  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Henrietta  Phinnev,  a lady  of 
culture  and  refinement,  and  a daughter  of  Philander 
and  Rebecca  (Bush)  Phinney.  Her  father  was  a 
pioneer  hotel  man  of  New  Milford,  where  he  be- 
came proprietor  of  the  “Egal  Hotel”  in  1857,  and 
there  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  Their  children  be- 
sides Mrs.  Jewett  were:  William  B.,  Emma  J.,  and 
Edward  T.  Mr.  Phinney  was  a son  of  John  and 
Lucretia  (Summers)  Phinney. 

The  Republican  party  finds  in  Mr.  Jewett  a stal- 
wart supporter  of  its  principles  and  an  active  work- 
er in  its  interests.  Socially  he  has  been  a member 
of  Warren  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  & A.  M.,  since  he 
was  twenty-one  years  old,  also  belongs  to  Brooklyn 
Lodge  No.  313,1.  O.  O.  F.  In  religious  faith  he 
is  a Methodist,  and  one  of  the  most  zealous  and  act- 
ive workers  in  the  Church  in  Brooklyn  township, 
and  was  also  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Dimock 
Camp  Grounds,  of  which  he  has  served  as  superin- 
tendent for  many  years,  and  has  also  been  treasurer. 
This  camp  ground  consists  of  a fine  grove  of  twen- 
ty-one acres,- on  the  Montrose  railroad.  It  is  well 
equipped  with  substantial  buildings,  comprising  a 
home  for  ministers,  boarding-house,  good  stable 
room,  etc.,  and  in  August,  1899,  after  Mr.  Jewett 
made  his  report  to  the  stockholders  of  the  ground, 
it  was  said  to  be  in  the  best  financial  condition  of 
anv  ground  belonging  to  the  M.  E.  Church  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  Mr.  Jewett  has  all  the  credit, 
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for  he  has  had  all  the  direction  of  that  Wanch  of  the 
business  for  the  past  ten  years.  Plonorable  and  up- 
right in  all  things,  he  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all  who  know  him,  and  as  a public-spirited  and 
progressive  citizen  he  gives  his  support  to  all  en- 
terprises which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance  the 
moral,  intellectual  and  material  welfare  of  his  town- 
ship and  county. 

HON.  SIMEON  B.  CHASE.  “Life,”  says  a 
well-known  writer,  “is  meaningless  unless  it  is 
universal  and  coherent,”  and  certainly  it  is  only 
through  a helpful  relation  with  our  time  and  a sys- 
tematic union  with  its  currents  of  thought,  feeling 
and  purpose,  that  we  can  realize  the  power  and 
worth  of  our  own  personality.  To  conscientiously 
ally  one's  self  with  any  of  the  mighty  movements 
that  are  shaping  the  future,  is  to  invest  life  with 
new  dignity,  and  especially  is  this  the  case  when 
the  energies  are  directed  to  reform,  which  will  in 
time  bring  moral  regeneration  to  thousands,  and 
bless  the  nation  through  all  time  to  come.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  who  has  been  for  many 
years  a leading  champion  of  the  temperance  cause,, 
has  won  international  fame,  and  even  those  who 
do  not  agree  with  his  views  cannot  fail  to  admit  his 
courageous  defense  of  his  convictions  and  his  able 
and  efficient  work  as  an  organizer,  writer  and 
speaker.  Wherever  the  arch  demon  of  drink  has 
lifted  its  head  within  the  reach  of  his  influence  he  has 
struck  it  boldly,  squarely,  and  with  telling  effect, 
his  energies  having  been  consecrated  to  this  noble 
work  through  nearly  half  a century.  In  future 
days,  when  the  hard  and  often  thankless  toil  of  the 
reformers  of  to-day  has  come  to  fruition,  the  fol- 
lowing history  will  be  read  with  interest  as  that  of 
one  who  was,  indeed,  a pioneer  of  progress,  and 
through  wide  perception  of  duty  to  his  fellows  best 
expressed  the  qualities  of  his  own  individuality. 

Mr.  Chase  is  a native  of  the  quiet  little  village 
of  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  and  his  boyhood 
was  spent  amid  the  picturesque  scenes  of  that  re- 
gion. In  both  maternal  and  paternal  lines  he  comes 
of  good  New  England  stock,  and  by  inheritance  and 
training  he  enjoyed  the  influences  that  tend  to  de- 
velop the  higher  life  within.  His  father,  Amasa 
Chase,  and  his  grandfather,  Rev.  Daniel  Chase, 
came  from  Hardwick,  Vt.,  in  1816,  and  settled  first 
in  Jackson,  Susquehanna  county.  There  are  some 
living  to-day  who  recollect  hearing  the  grandfather 
preach  in  different  places,  in  Wayne  and  Susque- 
hanna counties,  Penn.,  and  in  Broome  county,  N. 
Y.  Rev.  Daniel  Chase  was  of  the  sixth  generation1 
in  direct  line  from  Aquila  Chase,  who  was  born  in 
England  in  1618  and  settled  at  Hampton,  N.  H., 
in  1639.  His  mother,  Sarah  Guile,  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Guile,  of  Harford,  Susquehanna 
county,  who  was  of  the  sixth  generation  in  line 
from  John  Guile  (or  Guild),  of  Dedham,  Mass., 
who  was  born  in  England  in  1616  and  came  to 
America  in  1636. 

Under  the  instruction  of  a Christian  mother  our 


482 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


subject  imbibed  at  an  early  age  strong  and  definite 
ideas  on  the  subject  of  temperance,  and  when  only 
nine  years  old  he  pledged  himself  against  the  use  of 
intoxicants  and  vowed  to  spare  no  effort  to  destroy 
the  rum  power.  His  education  was  so  far  advanced 
by  his  fourteenth  year  that  he  was  employed  as  a 
teacher  in  the  common  schools  near  his  home,  and 
from  that  time  to  this  he  has  been  a consistent  advo- 
cate of  the  public-school  system,  which  he  regards 
as  a basis  of  national  prosperity.  With  the  funds 
obtained  by  teaching  he  managed  later  to  take  a 
course  in  Hamilton  College,  where  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  honors  in  1851,  and  soon  afterward  he 
began  the  study  of  law  at  Montrose,  Susquehanna 
county.  While  engaged  in  his  preparatory  reading 
he  established  the  Montrose  Democrat  in  partner- 
ship with  a cousin,  E.  B.  Chase,  thus  making  an 
effective  beginning  in  political  life.  In  1854  he 
stood  upon  the  Free-Soil  Democratic  platform  with 
Galusha  A.  Grow,  who  was  then  just  beginning  that 
remarkable  political  career  which  elevated  him  to 
the  then  third  highest  position  in  the  Republic,  and 
brought  him  in  close  communication  with  Lincoln, 
Wade,  Sumner  and  many  others  of  that  gallant 
array  of  patriotic  giants  then  moving  heaven  and 
earth  to  save  the  Union  from  dismemberment,  and 
our  free  institutions  from  the  reproach  of  main- 
taining human  bondage.  Grow  and  Chase,  both 
sons  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  such  sons  as  that 
county,  noted  for  the  high  intellectual  order  and 
sturdy  character  of  its  citizens,  always  loves  to 
honor,  entered  in  1855  the  first  Republican  conven- 
tion ever  called  together  in  this  country,  and  there 
pledged  their  young  lives  to  the  work  of  staying 
the  progress  of  slavery  in  the  free  States.  Return- 
ing home  from  that  memorable  gathering,  in  which 
they  both  took  active  part,  Mr.  Chase  was  requested 
by  the  members  of  his  party  to  stand  as  candidate 
for  the  Legislature,  and,  consenting,  was  trium- 
phantly elected. 

I11  1857  the  great  problem  to  be  solved  in  Penn- 
sylvania was  the  unification,  so  far  as  practical,  of 
the  Native  American  Party  and  the  Free-Soil  Dem- 
ocrats. Both  factions  agreed  to  call  a convention 
to  meet  at  the  same  place  and  time,  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  would  unite  provided  a presid- 
ing officer  could  be  chosen  who  had  the  confidence 
of  the  majority  of  the  two  parties.  The  conven- 
tion assembled  at  the  due  time,  and  Simeon  B. 
Chase  was  elected  as  presiding  officer,  and  David 
Wilmot  was  nominated  for  Governor.  Thus  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  became  chief  officer  of  the 
first  united  Republican  convention  ever  held  in  this 
Commonwealth.  Thoroughly  familiar  with  parlia- 
mentary law,  self-possessed,  firm,  an  eloquent 
speaker,  of  commanding  and  agreeable  address,  Mr. 
Chase  presided  over  that  turbulent  body,  preserving- 
order  and  decorum,  with  an  ease  and  dignity  which 
at  once  ranked  him  among  the  ablest  parliamentary 
leaders  of  the  Republic.  Here  commenced  a career 
filled  with  many  brilliant  political  possibilities.  But 
unhappily,  in  those  days  as  in  the  present,  astute 


political  diplomacy,  and  not  a faithful  adherence 
to  honest  convictions,  marked  the  pathway  to  suc- 
cess. In  the  public  life  of  to-day  many  virtues 
seem  to  lose  themselves  in  personal  interests  as 
rivers  are  lost  in  the  sea,  and  still,  no  matter  how 
unscrupulous  a politician  may  be,  he  rarely  op- 
poses virtue,  but  covertly  persecutes  it  by  pretend- 
ing it  to  be  false,  or  insinuating  that  it  may  be 
capable  of  bad  results.  Such  a nature  was  abso- 
lutely foreign  to  Simeon  B.  Chase.  When  he  laid 
down  the  gavel  used  In  the  first  Republican  con- 
vention ever  assembled  in  our  Commonwealth  he 
held  not  only  subsequent  gubernatorial  honors  se- 
curely in  his  grasp,  but  also  brilliant  probabilities 
in  national  politics.  But  he  had  his  own  convic- 
tions about  certain  moral  questions  which  were 
agitating  the  people,  and  he  was  as  firm  in  his 
views  as  was  Hannibal  faithful  to  the  vow  of  hos- 
tilitv  to  the  Romans  taken  at  the  altar  of  his  gods. 
He  claimed  that  to  license  the  liquor  traffic  was  a 
flagrant  wrong  against  the  peace  and  prosperity 
of  our  homes  and  the  welfare  of  our  country.  He 
boldly,  and  with  sublime  courage,  proclaimed  to 
his  colleagues  and  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania 
that  he  did  not  believe  that  the  field  marshals  of 
Satan  had  any  right  which  the  servants  of  God  and 
the  true  patriots  of  the  Republic  were  bound  to  re- 
spect. His  would-be  friends  and  political  support- 
ers became  anxious.  They  felt  that  this  defiant  atti- 
tude toward  the  strongly  organized  forces  of  the 
license  system  would  imperil  his  chances  of  be- 
coming governor,  and  they  urged  him  to  modify  his 
views  on  the  question  of  no  license.  Knowing  that 
truth  was  bound  to  be  uppermost  one  time  or  an- 
other, he  replied  that  sincere  convictions  are  the 
first  principles  of  duty,  the  basis  of  honor,  of  virtue 
and  of  religion.  By  abandoning  them  one  may  more 
easily  gratify  a worldly  ambition,  but  in  so  doing  a 
man  becomes  false  to  himself  and  to  his  Creator. 
In  his  own  words,  “I  am,  have  always  been,  and 
ever  will  be,  an  open,  earnest  and  active  opponent 
to  the  encroachments  of  the  rum  influence  upon  the 
firesides  and  happiness  of  my  country,  and  if  that 
means  political  destruction  I await  it  calmly,  with 
the  consciousness  of  having  discharged  one  of  the 
most  sacred  duties  I owe  to  mv  fellow  men.” 

About  the  time  that  Mr.  Chase  took  this  de- 
cided stand  against  the  license  laws,  another  ques- 
tion arose  in  Susquehanna  county  which  tested  still 
farther  his  fidelity  to  his  convictions.  The  new  law 
providing  a Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  was 
very  unpopular,  and  at  least  four-fifths  of  the  vot- 
ing masses  opposed  and  earnestly  petitioned  for  its 
repeal.  Mr.  Chase  had  been  school  teacher  long 
enough  to  see  the  virtues  and  necessity  of  such  a 
law,  and  notwithstanding  its  widespread  unpopulari- 
ty he  felt  compelled  to  disregard  the  petition  of  his 
constituents.  This  course  created  many  enemies, 
and  a determined  effort  was  made  to  defeat  his  re- 
election.  He  undertook  a personal  canvass  of  every 
school  district  in  the  countv,  explained  eloquently 
the  necessity  of  the  law,  and  was  triumphantly 
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elected.  This  settled  forever  the  question  in  favor 
of  the  new  law,  and  to-day  it  is  more  popular  with 
the  people  than  it  was  then  odious.  In  the  Legis- 
lature Mr.  Chase  became  a leader  of  distinction. 
He  was  made  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means, 
Judiciary  and  other  important  committees.  He  be- 
came a popular  candidate  for  Speaker,  and,  while 
defeated  by  a narrow  majority,  he  presided  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  House  most  of  that  session, 
owing  to  the  serious  illness  of  the  Speaker-elect. 
In  1858  he  was  selected  chairman  of  the  Republi- 
can convention,  and  then  retired  from  the  political 
arena  for  a time  and  devoted  his  time  to  organizing 
the  temperance  elements  in  the  State  and  Nation, 
so  as  to  better  equip  them  for  their  determined  ef- 
fort to  dethrone  the  rum  king.  He  became  the 
guiding  spirit  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  and  the 
order  of  Good  Templars,  and  held  so  many  places 
of  honor  and  trust  that  a mere  enumeration  of  them 
might  tire  the  patience  of  the  reader.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  he  has  been  presiding  officer  of  either 
State  or  National  lodges  almost  continuously  for 
over  a quarter  of  a century,  and  has  attended  every 
session  of  the  International  Supreme  Lodge,  over 
which  he  presided  with  great  credit  to  himself  for 
five  consecutive  % vears.  He  was  for  seven  years 
the  Grand  Chief  Templar  of  Pennsylvania,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  responsible  trust  with 
dignity  and  ability.  These  connections,  and  his 
eminent  qualities  as  a leader  and  worker,  secured 
for  him  a reputation  and  an  acquaintance  as  wide 
as  the  Nation.  On  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  his 
clarion  voice  has  rung  out  notes  of  warning  against 
that  traffic  which  is  the  direst  curse  of  man.  In 
1872  he  was  called  to  preside  over  the  first  National 
Prohibition  Convention  ever  held  in  this  country. 
It  met  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  but  for  the  fact 
that  he  was  the  permanent  chairman  he  would  have 
been  honored  with  the  nomination  for  the  Presi- 
dency. During  the  same  year  the  Prohibitionists 
of  Pennsvlvania  selected  him  as  the  g-ubernatorial 
standard-bearer,  and  afterward  he  was  twice  their 
candidate  for  the  Supreme  Judgeship  of  the  State. 
In  1878  he  received  the  nomination  for  Congress  in 
the  old  Grow  district,  and  two  years  ago,  at  Easton, 
Northampton  county,  where  lie  now  practices  law, 
he  again  was  honored  with  a Congressional  nomina- 
tion on  the  Prohibition  ticket.  In  all  of  these  cam- 
paigns he  showed  remarkable  activity,  canvassing 
the  State  and  the  Congressional  districts  with  great 
ability,  awakening  everywhere  profound  interest  in 
the  cause  of  temperance,  and  making  a host  of 
friends.  As  a writer  Mr.  Chase  has  exercised  great 
influence  among  the  temperance  masses.  His  pub- 
lished reports  and  addresses  are  valuable  contribu- 
tions to  the  current  literature  of  the  day.  The  fol- 
lowing are  some  of  his  well  known  and  most  popu- 
lar works  : “Good  of  the  Order,’’  "Digest  and  Treat- 
ise on  Parliamentary  Law,’’  which  has  reached  the 
fifteenth  edition,  “History  of  Good  Templars,”  for 
Mill’s  Manual,  “Manual  of  Good  Templars.”  These 
and  many  other  works  from  his  pen  have  largely 


shaped  the  policy  and  purpose  of  the  Good  Tem- 
plars on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  and  his  name 
as  a temperance  leader  is  quite  as  familiar  to-day 
in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, Australasia  and  South  Africa,  as  it  is  in  the 
United  States. 

From  boyhood  Mr.  Chase  has  been  an  earnest 
and  useful  Church  member.  He  belongs  to  the 
Presbyterian  denomination,  and  in  the  affairs  of 
that  religious  organization  he  has  taken  a very 
prominent  part.  He  was  thrice  appointed  com- 
missioner to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  Sunday-school  work  he  has  been  a 
powerful  factor  for  good.  Aside  from  his  being  an 
elder  in  the  Church  he  has  been  for  thirty-five  years 
at  the  head  of  the  Sunday-school  at  Hallstead,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  lie  is  loved  and  respected 
by  the  entire  community.  In  the  work  of  the  Sun- 
day-school, as  well  as  in  the  battle  for  temperance, 
he  has  constantly  received  the  valuable  assistance 
of  his  talented  wife,  Fanny  D.  B.  Chase,  who  has 
for  many  years  been  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union,  and  for 
six  years  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  that  or- 
ganization in  this  State.  The  influence  of  her  writ- 
ings and  works  extends  bevond  the  confines  of 
our  Commonwealth.  Three  sons  of  this  worthy 
couple  are  yet  living;:  N.  Du  Bois,  an  attorney  at 

law  in  Easton,  Penn. ; Emmet  C.  and  George  A., 
officers  of  a leading  insurance  company  in  Balti- 
more, Maryland. 

ALMON  SWEET,  a highly-esteemed  resident 
of  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
that  "locality  for  many  years,  but  is  now  living  in 
retirement  and  enjoying  the  rewards  of  a life  of 
well-directed  effort.  He  was  born  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, May  18,  1817,  and  in  the  paternal  line  is  of 
good  Massachusetts  stock.  Oney  Sweet,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  was  horn  and  reared  at  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  and  married  to  Abigail  Chandler,  of  Gibson 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  It  was  in  1805  that 
he  came  to  Susquehanna  county  and  settled  in  Gib- 
son township,  where  he  made  a clearing  in  the  wil- 
derness and  built  a log  house  in  which  they  lived  in 
true  pioneer  style  for  a number  of  years.  He  died 
April  18,  1848,  aged  sixty-five  vears,  and  his  wife 
died  May  5,  1858,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  and  their 
remains  were  interred  in  Gibson  cemetery.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  and  his  wife  were  Uffiversalists, 
and  were  among  the  leaders  in  the  movement  to 
secure  a Church  in  their  locality.  Thev  had  the  fol- 
lowing children : Raymond,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four;  Sally,  who  is  now  aged  ninety-two, 
married  Evander  Spalding,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
Laura,  deceased,  married  Lyman  Blackington  ; Ema- 
line,  deceased,  married  Manly  Blackington,  a broth- 
er of  Lyman  Blackington ; Eliza,  deceased,  married 
Arson  Root,  of  Schoharie  county,.  N.  Y. ; Almon  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below  ; Elvira,  youngest  of  the 
family,  but  now  deceased,  married  Stephen  Barnard. 
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Almon  Sweet  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and  as 
a young  man  took  charge  of  the  old  homestead,  a 
fine  estate  of  135  acres.  He  continued  general 
farming  until  October,  1897,  when  he  retired  and 
settled  in  Gibson  village.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  lus  family  is  connected  with  the  M.  E. 
Church,  his  wife  being  an  active  member.  On 
March  18,  1841,  he  was  married;  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, to  Miss  Caroline  Foster,  and  they  have  had 
four  children:  Oney,  born  December  13,  1841,  mar- 
ried Helen  Coon,  and  settled  in  Hampton,  Iowa,  as 
a merchant;  William,  born  April  12,  1847,  married 
Jennie  Lindsley,  and  located  upon  a farm  In  Brule 
county,  S.  D. ; Sarah,  born  July  10,  1849,  Gib- 
son township,  married  Samuel  Strockbine;  Julia, 
born  February  21,  1861,  married  William  Lamb, 
and  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Foster  Sweet,  who  is  greatly 
respected  for  her  intelligence  and  personal  worth, 
was  born  June  24,  1821,  at  Lansingburg,  Rensselaer 
county,  N.  Y.,  the  daughter  of  John,  and  the  grand- 
daughter of  Joseph  and  Abigail  Foster,  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.  John  Foster  was  born  at  Attleboro,  but 
made  his  home  in  mature  years  in  Troy,  N.  Y., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business.  He  died 
there  in  1827,  aged  forty- three,  and  his  wife,  Susan 
Gillespie,  who  was  a devout  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  died  in  1829,  aged  forty-three  years. 
She  was  a native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  Gillespie.  Of  the  seven  children 
of  John  and  Susan  Foster,  the  eldest,  Edward,  died 
at  Owego,  N.  Y.,  unmarried;  Julia  married  George 
Dewitt,  and  died  at  Nyack,  N.  Y.,  in  1899,  aged 
eighty-four  years  ; Joseph  married  Mary  Strockbine, 
of  New  York  City,  and  they  lived  there,  he  being 
employed  in  the  general  postoffice  until  the  time  of 
his  death;  James,  a twin  of  Joseph,  was  a tanner 
and  currier  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  married  Frances 
Morey,  and  now  resides  at  Charleston,  S.  C. ; Will- 
iam was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth ; Caroline  is  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  John  is  a hotel-keeper  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

THOMAS  AVERY  is  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Ararat 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  the  success 
that  he  has  achieved  in  life  is  due  to  his  own  thrift 
and  industry.  His  tastes  have  always  inclined  him 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  his  well-improved  farm 
gives  evidence  of  his  careful  supervision  and  excel- 
lent management. 

In  the  township  where  he  still  continues  to  re- 
side, Mr.  Avery  was  born  In  1838,  and  he  is  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  its  old  and  honored  families, 
being  a grandson  of  John  and  Eleanor  (Griffith) 
Avery,  who  located  here  in  1825.  From  the  wild, 
unbroken  forest  the  grandfather  developed  the  farm 
on  which  Chauncey  Avery  now  lives.  He  died  'in 
Ararat  township,  June  1,  1844,  and  his  wife  depart- 
ed this  life  in  1840.  Their  children  were  David; 
Samuel,  father  of  our  subject;  Sally;  Polly;  Eva- 
line  ; Gardner  ; John ; Daniel ; Lydia  Ann ; and  Eliza. 


Samuel  Avery,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1801,  and  there  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss  Dorcas  Hop- 
kins, a native  of  Rhode  Island.  In  1821  they  first 
came  to  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
but  in  1823  returned  to  the  Empire  State,  and  did 
not  locate  permanently  here  until-  five  years  later. 
Throughout  life  the  father  followed  farming,  and 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Ararat  township  he  died  in 
October,  1872;  his  wife  passed  away  in  May,  1875. 
To  them  were  born  ten  children,  namely:  Chaun- 

cey; Eleanor,  who  married  first  a Mr.  Williams, 
and  then  a Mr.  Hopkins,  and  died  in  1894;  Abner, 
a resident  of  Ararat  township ; Susannah,  who  died 
in  1847,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ; David,  Mrs. 
Angelme  Doyle,  and  Samuel,  who  all  died  in  Ararat 
township ; George,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and 
resident  of  Ararat  township;  Thomas,  our  subject; 
and  Mrs.  Eliza  Stone,  of  Thompson. 

During  his  boyhood  Thomas  Avery  attended 
the  district  schools  of  Ararat  township  and  became 
thoroughly  familiar  with  every  department  of  farm 
work.  He  has  always  made  his  home  in  that  town- 
ship, and  since  1884  has  resided  on  his  present 
farm,  which  is  a well-improved  and  valuable  tract 
of  sixty-three  acres.  He  was  among  the  boys  in 
blue  of  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  Bradford  county, 
Penn.,  in  1863,  In  Company  H,  49th  P.  V.  I.,  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war.  He  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  at  Harrisburg,  and 
as  a member  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold 
Harbor,  and  all  the  other  engagements  in  which 
his  command  participated.  He  was  wounded  in  the 
left  shoulder  at  City  Point,  Va.,  and  after  remain- 
ing in  the  field  hospital  at  that  place  for  a time  he 
was  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  September  12,  1864,  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Ararat  township. 

In  i860  Mr.  Avery  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Beaumont,  a native  of  Susquehanna  county.  Her 
parents,  John  and  Jane  (Dunklesly)  Beaumont, 
were  born  in  England,  and  in  early  life  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  located  in  Ararat  township, 
where  the  father's  death  occurred.  The  wife  and 
mother  Is  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years, 
and  continues  to  make  her  home  in  that  township. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children : Thomas,  now 

a resident  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.;  Martha  Jane, 
wife  of  George  Avery,  of  Ararat  township ; Mary 
E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  John,  of  Ararat  township; 
Matthew,  of  Hornellsville,  N.  Y. ; Henrietta,  wife 
of  hranlc  Potter,  of  Saxton,  Penn.;  Dora  Alice, 
wife  of  A.  J.  Avery,  of  Ararat  township.  The 
children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  as  fol- 
lows: Thomas  Jefferson,  a soldier  of  the  Spanish- 
American  war;  Amy  J.,  wife  of  S.  E.  Dunn,  of 
Ararat  township;  Nora  J.,  born  In  1866,  died  in 
1877,  at  the  Harford  Soldiers’  Orphans  School, 
in  Susquehanna  county;  Robert  John,  a resident  of 
Ararat  township;  Frank  J.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
Charles  J.,  on  the  home  farm;  Henry  J.,  of  Ararat 
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township ; Minnie  J.,  wife  of  E.  J.  Payne,  of  Ararat 
township ; Josephine  J.,  wife  of  Noah  Smith,  of  the 
same  township.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr. 
Avery  is  a Republican,  and  he  has  always  taken  an 
active  and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs. 

CHARLES  P.  EDWARDS,  deceased,  was  for 
many  years  a leading  citizen  of  Gibson,  Susque- 
hanna county,  being  actively  engaged  in  business 
and  taking  an  influential  part  in  local  affairs.  His 
death,  which  occurred  January  21,  1893,  was  so  sin- 
cerely mourned  in  the  community  that  the  following 
brief  memoir  will  be  of  general  interest. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  born  September  9,  1820,  at 
Hopkinton  City,  R.  I.,  the  son  of  Putnam  and 
Dorothy  (Burdick)  Edwards,  both  natives  of  Rhode 
Island.  In  1833  Putnam  Edwards  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  with  his  family  to  make  his  perman- 
ent home,  locating  in  Clifford  township  and  en- 
gaging in  farming.  He  was  a devout  Christian,  a 
member  of  the  Seventh-Day  Baptist  Church,  and 
was  much  esteemed  as  a citizen.  His  wife  was  a 
daughter  of  Kendall  Burdick,  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
her  family  became  prominently  identified  with  Clif- 
ford township,  at  an  early  day.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  Putnam  and  Dorothy  Edwards,  as  follows: 
Lydia,  Mrs.  Thompson,  who  died  in  Honesdale ; 
Samuel,  who  died  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; Charles  P.,  our 
subject;  Eunice,  who  married  Henry  Coil,  of  Gib- 
son township,  and  died  at  Dunclaff ; Harriet,  de- 
• ceased,  who  married  Steven  Wright,  of  Herrick 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; Sarah,  who  died  in 
Herrick  township,  unmarried,  and  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Mr.  Lord  and  went  to  Ohio. 

As  a lad  of  thirteen  Charles  P.  Edwards  ac- 
companied the  family  to  Susquehanna  county,  and, 
his  parents  being  in  limited  circumstances,  for  a short 
time  he  worked  among  farmers  near  their  home. 
At  an  early  age  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  Dun- 
daff  as  a wagon  maker,  and  then  he  settled  at  Gib- 
son, where  he  first  rented  the  “Dutcher  shop,”  and 
afterward  built  a suitable  building  for  himself. 
After  operating  this  shop  for  several  years  in  part- 
nership with  Anson  Hall  he  sold  his  interest  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bedsteads  and  horse 
rakes,  continuing  five  years,  but  he  then  resumed 
the  wagon  business,  which  he  carried  on  until  his 
death.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and  at  one 
time  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  the  duties 
of  the  office  being  discharged  with  characteristic 
faithfulness.  In  early  manhood  he  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  always  manifested  sympathy  with  religious 
work. 

On  December  23,  1843,  he  was  married,  in  Clif- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Helen 
P.  Stevens,  and  four  children  blessed  their  home. 
(1)  Julia,  deceased,  married  Delois  Bryant,  a fore- 
man in  a carriage  shop  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  (2) 
Caroline  married  Butler  Williams,  of  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  who  operated  a dry-goods  store  at  Susque- 
hanna for  three  vears,  and  for  about  twenty-five 


years  past  has  been  a successful  traveling  salesman. 
4 heir  only  son,  Charles  Sanford,  also  a traveling 
salesman,  married  Miss  Grace  Hedges,  and  has  two 
children — Jeanette  and  Francis.  (3)  Henry,  a 
blacksmith  at  Scranton,  married  Miss  Ella  Ten- 
nant. (4)  Nettie  married  Dennison  Taft,  a wagon 
manufacturer  at  New  Milford.  Mrs.  Edwards,  to 
whose  efficient  aid  our  subject  owed  much  of  his 
success  in  life,  was  born  December  23,  1821,  in 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  daughter 
of  Joel  Stevens,  a prominent  resident  of  that  local- 
ity, who  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  The  Stevens 
family  is  of  old  Vermont  stock,  and  Joel  Stevens 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
but  came  to  Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  day. 
He  was  married  three  times,  the  last  time  in  Clif- 
ford township,  to  Julia  Spencer,  a member  of  a 
well  known  pioneer  family.  His  death  occurred 
in  Clifford  township,  and  his  wife’s  last  years  were 
spent  in  the  home  of  our  subject.  Of  their  six 
children,  Helen  P.,  Mrs.  Edwards,  is  the  eldest;  Ed- 
ward is  a farmer  at  Portland,  Oregon ; William  is  a 
farmer  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Ann,  deceased,  married  George  Mumford,  of  Alt. 
Pleasant;  Franklin  was  killed  in  a mine  at  Pike’s 
Peak;  and  Florence  is  the  wife  of  George  Taylor, 
of  Benton,  Pennsylvania. 

ELIHU  H.  LYMAN,  who  is  now  living  retired 
on  his  fine  farm  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  has  been  a resident  of  same  for  nearly  half 
a century,  and  during  that  time  has  gained  a posi- 
tion second  to  none  as  an  industrious,  honorable 
and  esteemed  citizen,  and  a man  who  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  community.  He  was  born  January 
9,  1821,  in  Springville  township,  son  of  Joseph  A. 
Lyman,  who  was  a well-known  figure  in  this  sec- 
tion for  many  years. 

Toseph  A.  Lyman  was  born  May  18,  1788,  in 
Claremont,  Vt.,  son  of  Gideon,  Sr.,  and  Dolly 
(Spencer)  Lyman,  the  former  of  whom  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  war.  At  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years  Joseph  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  settling  in  Springville  township,  where  he 
became  in  time  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  use- 
ful citizens  of  the  locality,  both  as  a prosperous  farm- 
er and  capable  public  official.  He  was  extensively 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  at  what  is  now 
known  as  Lymanville,  clearing  150  acres  of  land, 
carried  on  carpentering  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  the  farm,  and  built  the  turnpike  between  Mont- 
rose and  Tunkhannock.  He  held  nearly  every  office 
in  the  gift  of  his  fellow  townsmen  in  Springville, 
serving  as  supervisor,  school  director,  member  of 
the  election  board,  etc.,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all, 
and  no  citizen  was  held  in  greater  esteem  or  more 
favorably  known  throughout  the  vicinity.  His  po- 
litical support  was  given  to  the  Republican  party. 
Toseph  A.  Lyman  married  Miss  Annie  Hall,  who 
was  born  August  20,  1789,  daughter  of  Elihu  and 
Mary  Hall,  and  their  children  were : Mary  Ann, who 
died  voting;  Mary,  now  deceased,  who  was  the 
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wife  of  David  Daly,  of  Springville  township;  Dens- 
more,  who  died  young;  Elihu  H. ; Joseph,  deceased, 
who  was  a physician,  practicing  in  Tunkhannock 
and  Towanda,  Penn.;  Keziah,  wife  of  W.  Walker, 
of  Springville  township;  Roxanna  Ashley,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years;  and  Charles  H.,  who  died 
young.'  The  father  of  this  family  passed  to  his 
eternal  rest  September  4,  1869,  on  his  farm  at  Ly- 
manville,  the  mother  following  him  to  the  grave  on 
March  7,  1872.  Both  were  zealous  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  the  mother  being  the  first  mem- 
ber of  that  denomination  in  Springville,  and  they 
took  an  active  part  in  the  advancement  of  Christian- 
ity and  religious  and  charitable  affairs  generally. 

Elihu  El.  Lyman  passed  all  his  early  life  on  the 
home  farm,  during  his  boyhood  receiving  such  ad- 
vantages for  education  as  the  common  schools  of 
the  day  offered,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
was  given  to  learning  agriculture  thoroughly,  and 
that  he  did  is  evidenced  by  the  success  which  has 
attended  him  in  his  chosen  calling.  He  remained 
on  the  home  place  for  several  years  after  his  mar- 
riage, working  a tract  of  fifty  acres,  adjoining,  which 
he  owned,  and  in  1853  he  came  to  Auburn  and  set- 
tled on  the  farm  which  has  ever  since  been  his  home, 
but  which  at  that  time  presented  a vastly  different 
appearance,  the  land  then  being  in  its  primitive 
condition.  He  bought  106  acres  at  first,  and 
has  since  added  a small  tract,  and  he  has  cleared 
seventy-five  acres,  which  is  devoted  to  general 
crops.  Mr.  Lyman  has  also  engaged  in  carpenter 
and  cooper  work,  and  he  has  become  prosperous  as 
a result  of  steady  industry  and  thrifty  management, 
for  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  make  a comfortable 
living  from  the  farm  in  its  original  condition.  After 
years  of  toil  Mr.  Lyman  retired  to  spend  his  clos- 
ing years  peacefully  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  com- 
fortable competence  which  he  has  acquired,  and  the 
management  of  the  farm  is  now  in  the  hands  of  his 
son-in-law.  The  present  residence,  a large  and 
convenient  dwelling,  was  built  in  1868,  and  the 
home  and  surroundings  are  all  pleasant  and  taste- 
fully improved.  A dairy  is  also  conducted  on  the 
farm. 

Mr.  Lyman  was  married,  in  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Smith,  who  was  born  March  3, 
1822,  daughter  of  Tilton  H.  and  Catherine  (Draper) 
Smith,  and  was  the  sixth  in  a family  of  twelve 
children,  viz. : Truman,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years ; Samuel  W.,  a resident  of  Springville 
township,  who  died  in  1897 ; Susan,  who  died  in 
1895,  wife  of  W.  Russell,  of  Washington  town- 
ship, Wyoming  county;  Isaac  O.,  born  March  20, 
1817,  living  in  Washington  township,  Wyoming 
county;  Oliver  P.,  born  October  14,  1819.  living  in 
Nichols,  N.  Y. ; Sarah,  Mrs.  Lyman ; James  S., 
born  September  12,  1824,  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  in  Fremont,  Dodge  Co.,  Neb. ; Esther,  born 
March  2,  1827,  now  deceased,  who  first  married 
L.  Safford  and  later  became  the  wife  of  P.  Lyman ; 
Charles  A.,  born  September  5,  1829,  of  Fremont. 
Neb. ; Joseph  T.,  born  November  28,  1831,  a land- 


owner and  speculator  of  Fremont,  Neb. ; Mary  J., 
born  August  16,  1834,  deceased  wife  of  David  Car- 
penter, of  Tunkhannock;  and  Catherine  M.,  born 
July  22,  1839,  who  first  married  Amos  Warner, 
and  for  her  second  husband  Daniel  Sheldon,  of 
Auburn  township.  The  father  of  these  was  born 
November  11,  1787,  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  May  1,  1863,  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn., 
where  he  followed  farming  for  many  years ; the 
mother  was  born  June  24,  1790,  and  died  June  15, 
1840.  Air.  and  Airs.  Lyman  have  had  a family  of 
four  children,  namely : ( 1 ) Llewellyn,  born  March 

I,  1846,  deceased.  (2)  N.  Janette,  born  February 

13,  1847,  now  the  wife  of  Elmer  Alger,  of  Yose, 
Wyoming  county.  (3)  Amelia  G.,  born  March  6, 
1853,  wife  of  Perry  Bixby  (they  have  had  three 
children — the  eldest  died  in  infancy ; Gordon  S.,  born 
June  2,  1882;  and  Lennie  Janette,  an  adopted 
daughter,  born  July  25,  1891).  (4)  Eudora,  born 

March  8,  i860,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Lyman  are  active  workers  in 
the  Al.  E.  Church,  in  which  they  have  held  member- 
ship for  many  years,  and  he  is  serving  at  present 
as  steward  and  trustee  of  the  cemetery.  In  his  po- 
litical affiliation  he  is  a Republican,  but  he  takes  no 
active  interest  in  party  affairs  and  has  never  as- 
pired to  public  position,  preferring  to  devote  his 
time  to  his  private  affairs. 

EAIANUEL  COYKENDALL  is  one  of  the 
worthy  citizens  of  Alatamoras,  Pike  county,  who 
valiantly  went  to  the  defense  of  their  country  dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  he  has  at  all  times 
been  a loyal  and  patriotic  citizen,  devoted  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  community.  For  many  years  he 
was  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Westfall  township,  Pike  county,  but  is  now  prac- 
tically living  retired  at  his  pleasant  home  in  Alat- 
amoras. 

Air.  Coykendall  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N. 

J. ,  September  8,  1835,  son  of  Martin  and  Margaret 
(Van  Sickle)  Coykendall,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  that  county,  where  they  continued  to  make 
their  home  until  their  removal  to  Westfall  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1842.  The  father  was  a suc- 
cessful farmer  and  spent  the  last  thirty  years  of  his 
life  in  retirement  from  business  cares,  making  his 
home  in  Alatamoras  from  1872  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  November,  1893,  when  he  was 
eighty-two  years  of  age.  His  wife  died  in  1891  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  the  remains  of 
both  were  interred  at  Carpenter’s  Point,  RT.  J.  They 
were  earnest  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
most  estimable  people.  The  children  born  to  them 
were:  James,  Louis,  Catherine,  Obediah  and  Alar- 
tin,  all  deceased;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  John  Fisher,  a 
railroad  conductor  of  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; Harry, 
a farmer  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; Charlotte,  wife 
of  Charles  Angle,  a railroad  engineer  of  Port  Jer- 
vis, N.  Y. ; Seymour,  a farmer  of  Alatamoras.  Penn. ; 
Emanuel,  our  subject;  and  Anna,  wife  of  Ira  Cole, 
a railroad  man  of  Alatamoras.  The  paternal  grand- 
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father  of  our  subject,  Emanuel  Coykendall,  who 
was  a prominent  and  extensive  farmer  and  dairy- 
man, spent  his  entire  life  in  New  Jersey. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  In  response  to  the  Presi- 
dent's call  for  troops,  he  enlisted  December  8,  1862, 
at  Philadelphia,  as  a member  of  Company  M,  18th 
P.  V.  C.,  which  was  assigned  to  Kilpatrick’s  Bri- 
gade, Wilson’s  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  was  engaged  in  guerrilla  war- 
fare until  June,  1863.  On  the  19th  of  that  month 
he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Middleburg,  which 
was  followed  by  the  engagements  at  Hanover, 
Gettysburg,  Boonesboro,  Hagerstown,  Falling 
Waters,  Brandy  Station,  Culpeper,  James  City, 
White  Sulphur  Springs,  Locust  Grove,  Kilpat- 
rick’s raid,  Todd's  Tavern,  Yellow  Tavern,  Ash- 
land, Hanover,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Cedar  Creek, 
Waynesboro,  and  numerous  skirmishes.  For  three 
months  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital  at  Point 
Lookout,  Md.,  on  account  of  measles,  and  with 
chronic  diseases,  from  which  he  still  suffers.  He 
was  detailed  as  messenger  to  carry  dispatches  from 
Gen.  Kilpatrick  to  Gen.  Pleasanton,  was  made  cor- 
poral in  1863,  and  was  discharged  as  sergeant  of 
Company  D,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  at  Cum- 
berland, Mel.,  October  31,  1865.  Returning  to 
Pike  county,  he  remained  on  the  home  farm  until 
1876,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  home  in  Mat- 
amoras,  though  he  still  retains  the  farm  of  100 
acres  in  Westfall  township,  two  and  one-half  miles 
from  the  village,  and  aids  in  its  operation  as  his 
health  permits.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  Post,  is  a stanch  Republican  in  politics, 
and  for  two  years  most  acceptably  served  as  super- 
visor. He  is  as  true  to  his  duties  of  citizenship  in 
times  of  peace  as  when  following  the  old  flag  to 
victory  on  Southern  battlefields. 

On  August  3,  1870,  at  Montague,  N.  J.,  Air. 
Coykendall  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah 
M.  Hankins,  by  whom  he  had  three  children : Laura 
A.,  Maggie  E.  and  Edith  E.,'  all  at  home.  The  wife 
and  mother,  who  was  born  January  21,  1847,  de- 
parted this  life  November  22,  1881.  Her  parents 
were  Hiram  and  Elizabeth  Hankins,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  were 
buried  at  Montague.  Air.  Coykendall  was  again 
married,  this  time  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Aliss 
Myrtella  Ackerman,  a native  of  Sussex  county,  N. 
J.  Her  parents,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Cole)  Ack- 
erman, were  natives  of  Paterson  and  Wantage,  N. 
J.,  respectively,  and  both  died  in  that  State,  their 
remains  being  interred  at  Wantage.  Her  father, 
who  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  was  born  May  30, 
1810,  and  died  December  9,  1861  ; the  mother  was 
born  August  11,  1811,  and  died  in  1890.  Their 
children  were:  Joshua,  deceased;  Sarah  T.,  who 

married  (first)  Edward  Parliment,  and  (second) 
William  Peters;  John,  a resident  of  Williamsport, 
Penn. ; Maria,  wife  of  Daniel  Van  Sickle,  of  Jer- 
myn,  Penn. ; Catherine,  wife  of  William  Space,  of 


New  Jersey;  Lydia,  wife  of  Jacob  Topping,  of  Vir- 
ginia; Francis  E.,  who  married  Ama  Riffle,  and 
Jives  in  Lindley,  N.  Y. ; and  Myrtella,  wife  of  our 
subject. 

DAYTON.  For  quite  a number  of  years  prior 
and  subsequent  to  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury the  name  of  Dayton  in  Susquehanna  county 
carried  with  it  no  little  influence  and  force  in  the 
business  life  and  activity  of  Great  Bend.  Such  men 
as  William,  Elias,  Jehiel,  Samuel  H.  and  Daniel 
A.  Dayton,  brothers,  and  the  sons  of  several  of 
them,  among  whom  was  the  late  talented  Dr.  Sam- 
uel W.  Dayton,  all  of  Great  Bend,  and  all  now  de- 
ceased, were  substantial  citizens,  and  played  well 
their  part  in  their  different  spheres  of  life. 

1 hese  men  were  of  distinguished  ancestry, 
which  rendered  their  country  patriotic  service  in  its 
Colonial  period,  throughout  its  trying  struggle  for 
independence,  and  later  in  the  halls  of  its  United 
States  Congress.  Early  in  the  Colonial  period  of 
New  England  there  came  to  this  country  from  the 
Berkshire  Hills,  England,  the  first  American  ances- 
tor of  this  branch  of  the  Dayton  family.  Farming- 
ton,  Conn.,  was  their  early  home  here.  Gen.  Elias 
Dayton,  the  grandfather  of  the  several  brothers 
named  in  the  foregoing,  was  born  in  1737  at  Eliza- 
bethtown, N.  J.  In  1760  he  joined  the  British  forces 
who  were  completing  the  conquest  of  Canada  from 
the  French;  and  he  subsequently  commanded  a 
company  of  militia  in  an  expedition  against  the 
northern  Indians,  this  corps  being  probably  a por- 
tion of  the  original  “Jersey  Blues.”  At  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  with  the  mother  country 
he  was  appointed  a member  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  for  Elizabethtown,  and  served  as  colonel  of 
a Jersey  regiment  till  1783,  when  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  command  of  a Jersey  brigade.  Soon 
after  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  a British  transport  off 
the  coast  of  New  Jersey  surrendered  to  an  expedition 
of  armed  boats  under  his  command  in  conjunction 
with  Lord  Stirling.  He  was  in  active  service  dur- 
ing the  whole  war,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of 
Springfield,  Monmouth,  Brandywine,  Germantown 
and  Yorktown,  and  having  three  horses  shot  under 
him.  He  was  a member  of  the  Continental  Cong- 
ress, and  served  after  the  war  several  terms  in  the 
Legislature,  was  commissioned  major-general  of 
militia,  and  .was  on  intimate  terms  with  Washing- 
ton. Upon  the  formation  of  the  New  Jersey  So- 
ciety of  the  Cincinnati  Gen.  Dayton  was  chosen  its 
president,  and  held  that  office  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  in  1807. 

Hon.  Jonathan  Dayton,  son  of  Gen.  Dayton, 
was  born  October  16,  1760,  at  Elizabethtown,  N.  J. 
He  was  a graduate  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in 
1778,  entered  the  army  as  the  paymaster  of  his  fa- 
ther’s regiment,  and  held  several  commissions  at 
different  periods  of  the  war.  After  the  peace  of 
1783  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  House  in  1790.  In  June,  1787, 
he  was  appointed  a delegate  to  the  convention  at 
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Philadelphia  which  framed  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. In  1791  he  was  chosen  by  the  Federal  party 
a representative  in  Congress,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  for  three  consecutive  terms,  during  the  last' 
two  of  which  he  was  Speaker  of  the  House.  In 
1799  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate. 
He  afterward  served  several  terms  in  the  Council, 
as  the  superior  branch  of  the  New  Jersey  Legisla- 
ture was  formerly  termed.  His  death  occurred  at 
Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  October  9,  1824.  Hon.  Will- 
iam Lewis  Dayton,  United  States  senator  from  New 
Jersey,  the  first  nominee  of  the  Republican  party 
for  vice-president,  and  minister  to  France  under 
Lincoln’s  administration,  was  a nephew  of  Hon. 
Jonathan  Dayton. 

Elias  Dayton  (2),  son  of  Gen.  Elias  Dayton, 
married  Elizabeth  Page,  of  Newport,  and  there  were 
born  to  the  union  William,  Elias,  Jehiel,'  Mary,  Mary 

(2),  Jane,  Samuel  H.,  Daniel  A.,  Lyman,  Columbus, 
Cordelia  and  Elizabeth.  The  father  in  the  early 
part  of  the  century  and  the  settlement  of  what  is 
now  the  city  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  allured  thither  by 
other  members  of  his  father’s  family  who  had  gone 
to  the  Miami  Valley  in  its  first  settlement,  and  found- 
ed the  city  which  has  since  borne  the  family  name, 
left  his  Connecticut  home,  and  with  his  family 
journeyed  by  wagon  and  ox-team  to  the  new  set- 
tlement. The  parents  and  several  of  the  children 
lived  and  died  there.  Later,  owing  to  the  mias- 
matic conditions  of  the  locality  and  sickness  among 
them,  other  members  of  the  family  decided  to  re- 
turn to  the  East,  in  about  the  middle  ’thirties,  and 
arriving  at  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  en  route,  they  were 
so  attracted  by  the  beauty  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try that  they  settled  there  for  life.  They  had  means, 
and  brought  to  that  settlement  considerable  mon- 
ey. They  first  bought  and  settled  on  the  Col.  Baker 
farm,  all  then  being  unmarried.  The  five  brothers 
who  settled  in  Great  Bend,  in  order  of  age,  were : 

( r)  William  Dayton  was  born  in  1801,  and  died 
in  1855,  unmarried.  He  was  an  active,  energetic 
merchant  and  business  man,  and  accumulated  con- 
siderable wealth. 

(2)  Elias  Dayton  married  Alvira  Fish,  and  they 
had  three  children,  one  named  William  Page.  The 
father  was  a farmer  and  tradesman. 

(3)  Jehiel  Dayton  was  born  in  1804.  and  died 
in  1872.  He  married  Lydia  Harriet  Adams,  who 
was  born  in  1820,  and  their  children  were:  Samuel 
W.,  Washington,  Jehiel  A.,  Wallace,  William  M., 
Mary  and  John,  all  dying  in  infancy  or  childhood 
excepting  Samuel  W.  and  Mary,  who  lived  to  the 
ages  of  forty-two  and  twenty-four,  respectively. 
Jehiel  Dayton  was  a farmer. 

(4)  Samuel  FI.  Dayton  was  born  June  10,  1810, 
and  died  October  30,  1876.  He  married  Miss  Em- 
ily Whitney  Case,  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  her  people  being  formerly  from  Groton, 
Conn.,  and  to  the  marriage  were  born  children  as 
follows:  William,  Samuel,  Pauline  (Mrs.  William 
D.  Lusk,  of  Montrose),  and  Arabella,  of  whom  the 
two  first  named  died  in  infancy.  The  father  of  these 


was  for  many  years  a merchant,  succeeding  to  the 
business  of  his  elder  brother,  William,  on  the  latter’s 
death.  The  mother  was  a woman  of  culture  and 
refinement,  having  been  educated  at  the  Ladies 
Seminary  at  Honesdale,  Penn.,  and  at  Mrs.  Ingales’ 
school,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Interested  in  educa- 
tion, she  was  instrumental  in  establishing,  just  prior 
to  the  Civil  war,  a school  of  high  grade  at  Great 
Bend,  giving  what  was  known  as  the  Ross  residence 
for  the  purpose.  The  school  was  opened  by  the 
Misses  Barlow,  four  highly  educated  and  success- 
ful teachers,  whose  influence  was  felt  in  the  com- 
munity; these  ladies  were  succeeded  by  Edward 
Rogers,  and  he  by  Prof.  McCord.  The  Barlow 
sisters  on  leaving  Great  Bend  became  members  of 
the  Faculty  of  the  Pennington  (N.  J.)  Conference 
School,  a Methodist  institution  then  in  charge  of 
the  afterward  Bishop  Wiley,  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
At  these  schools  Pauline  Dayton  (now  Mrs.  Lusk) 
was  prepared  for  Vassar. 

( 5 )  Daniel  A.  Dayton  was  a farmer  and  trades- 
man. 

Samuel  W.  Dayton,  M.  D.,  son  of  Jehiel  and 
Lydia  H.  (Adams)  Dayton,  was  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, born  in  1840,  at  Athens.  However,  when 
but  an  infant  of  a few  weeks,  he  became  a resident 
of  Great  Bend,  which  was  ever  afterward  his  home, 
and  where  his  high  reputation  as  a physician  and 
estimable  citizen  was  made.  Possessed  of  an  active 
mind,  after  receiving  the  rudiments  of  an  educa- 
tion in  the  home  school,  a school  at  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
and  a private  institution  at  Berkshire,  N.  Y.,  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  James  Brooks, 
of  Great  Bend.  Subsequently  he  attended  lectures 
at  Long  Island  Medical  College,  and  also  at  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  graduating 
from  the  latter  institution  in  1863,  with  distinguished 
honors.  Soon  after  his  graduation  he  located  at 
Great  Bend  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and  he  took  high  rank  in  the  profession.  He 
was  a student,  became  a man  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment, and  kept  well  abreast  of  the  times  in  his  pro- 
fession. He  was  of  a kind  and  generous  disposi- 
tion, with  pleasing  manners  which  made  everyone 
his  friend.  In  1870  he  became  a member  of  the 
Susquehanna  County  Medical  Society,  which  he  rep- 
resented in  1872,  1874  and  1875  at  the  State  Medi- 
cal Society.  He  was  a man  of  high  character,  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a useful 
member  of  the  community.  He  died  January  I, 
1883,  in  the  prime  of  life,  on  the  threshold  of  a 
promising  career. 

In  1870  Dr.  Dayton  married  Miss  Rose  Mac- 
Carthy,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  who  proved  an  active 
and  worthy  helpmeet  to  him  during  their  short 
married  life  of  thirteen  years.  She  was  a lady  of 
intelligence  and  beauty,  and  has  proved  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  excellent  business  qualifications,  which 
have  been  manifested  in  the  management  of  her  es- 
tate in  Great  Bend,  now  the  village  of  Hallstead. 
She  was  born  in  Canada,  a descendant  of  the  illus- 
trious Gen.  Harris,  of  St.  Mary’s.  One  child  was 
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born  to  them,  Jehiel,  a bright  and  beautiful  boy, 
who  lived  to  the  age  of  five  years. 

William  Page  Dayton,  son  of  Elias  Dayton  (3), 
was  born  in  1838,  in  the  township  of  Great  Bend, 
and  lived  a quiet,  pastoral  life  upon  the  land  pur- 
chased by  his  father  in  the  early  'thirties.  He  was 
educated  in  the  little  school  house  near  his  home, 
in  the  Ives  district,  and  was  a man  quiet  and  modest 
in  demeanor,  and  so  honest  in  purpose  that  his 
friends  unanimously  elected  him  justice  of  the  peace 
in  1865.  He  has  held  that  office  for  five  terms,  hav- 
ing moved  from  one  district  to  another.  Always 
regarded  as  a gentleman  in  all  walks  of  life,  and  of 
a deeply  religious  temperament,  he  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
Northern  Pennsylvania  to  hold  service  when  re- 
quired. He  married  Lura  Sisson,  who  was  born  in 
Great  Bend  in  1841,  and  their  children  were  Elias, 
Etta,  Lura.  Ella,  William  Wellington  and  Pauline, 
the  last  four  of  whom  are  yet  living,  and  making 
their  homes  on  the  land  secured  by  the  original 
Dayton  purchase,  overlooking  the  Susquehanna 
river. 

) 

HOMER  TINGLEY,  deceased.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch,  a prominent  member  of  the  Ting- 
ley  family,  died  at  his  home  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  July  5,  1888,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-one  years,  seven  months  and  one  day.  Op- 
portunities of  honor  and  advancement  are  perhaps 
less  numerous  to  the  man  who  is  content  to  live  in 
the  peace  and  quiet  of  agricultural  life  than  to  him 
who  dwells  in  a populous  center,  but  to  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  a substantial  and  prominent  farmer, 
came  many  of  the  local  offices  within  the  gift  of  his 
fellow  men.  He  had  that  sterling  character,  com- 
bined with  a benevolent  disposition  and  keen  busi- 
ness sagacity,  which  made  him  eminently  success- 
ful in  whatever  undertaking  he  engaged,  and  what- 
ever public  duty  he  essayed  to  fill.  He  was  a son 
of  Hon.  Charles  Tinglev,  and  a grandson  of  Elkanah 
Tingley.  a sketch  of  whom  appears  in  the  history 
of  the  Tingley  family. 

Homer  Tingley  was  born  in  Harford  town- 
ship, December  4,  1836.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  received  a good  common-school  educa- 
tion. Through  his  entire  life  he  followed  the  voca- 
tion of  a farmer,  in  1862  removing  from  the  old 
homestead  in  Harford  township  to  the  farm  in  New 
Milford,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  twenty-six 
years  later.  He  was  actively  interested  in  the  cause 
of  agriculture,  and  was  up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
a prominent  member  of  the  Grange.  Among  the 
fraternities  he  was  an  active  man.  In  politics  he 
was  a stanch  Republican.  For  nine  years,  includ- 
ing the  last  seven  years  of  his  life,  he  served  as 
supervisor.  For  six  years  he  was  school  director, 
and  for  three  terms  he  served  as  poor  commissioner. 

Mr.  Tingley  was  married,  August  9,  1859,  to 
Miss  Harriet  A.  Tiffany,  who  was  born  in  Brook- 
lyn township,  Susquehanna  county,  March  5,  1842, 
the  youngest  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Fanny  M. 


(Mack)  Tiffany.  The  Tiffany  family  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  prominent  in  Susquehanna 
county.  Alfred  Tiffany  was  born  in  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  December  22,  1781,  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas 
Tiffany,  who  with  his  family  joined  the  ‘‘Nine 
Partners”  settlement  in  Harford  township  in  the 
fall  of  1794,  Alfred  then  being  a lad  of  thirteen 
years.  Alfred  Tiffany  settled  and  lived  until  his 
death  on  a farm  in  Brooklyn  township,  now  owned 
by  his  grandson,  E.  M.  Tiffany,  on  the  old  State 
road  near  Kingsley  Station,  on  the  Delaware,  Lack- 
awanna & Western  road.  He  was  married  three 
times,  first  at  Salem,  Penn.,  January  26,  1806,  to 
Lucy  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Conn., 
July  24,  1784,  and  died  April  11,  1817.  By  this 
marriage  he  had  six  children,  namely : Cynthia, 

born  in  Brooklyn  township,  July  22,  1806,  married 
Eli  Butler  Goodrich,  and  died  July  20,  1864;  An- 
son, born  January  22,  1808,  married  Sarah  Bloom- 
field Milbourne,  and  died  March  14,  1881  ; Clarissa, 
born  October  24,  1809,  married  Walter  Follett,  and 
died  in  1895;  Nelson,  born  September  17,  1811, 
married  Permelia  E.  Whitney,  and  died  August  17, 
1855;  Lucy  E.,  born  June  27,  1813,  married  Jonas 
Adams,  and  died  May  17,  1871  ; Alfred  J.  was  born 
December  28,  1815.  For  his  second  wife  Alfred 
Tiffany  married,  in  Brooklyn,  Penn.,  February  11, 
1818,  Fanny  M.  Mack,  born  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  April 
11,  1798.  By  this  marriage  he  had  thirteen  children, 
as  follows:  Lvdia  A.,  born  September  15,  1818,  mar- 
ried Elias  N.  Carpenter,  and  died  in  1896;  Joseph 
L.,  born  January  5,  1820,  died  April  2,  1826; 

Charles  H.,  born  December  18,  1821,  married 

Emeline  Oakley,  and  died  May  30,  1895  ; Hannah 
E.,  born  December  26,  1823,  married  Stephen  E. 
Carpenter,  and  died  June  14,  1872 ; Fanny  M., 
born  October  22,  1823,  married  Jackson  Tingley, 
and  died  August  23,  1879;  Edwin  Mack,  born 
April  22,  1828,  married  Nancy  M.  Lindsey,  and 
died  in  September,  1889;  Betsey  N.,  born  April 
19,  1830,  married  Horace  M.  Rice,  and  died  Octo- 
ber 26,  1873  ; William  H.,  born  May  9,  1832,  now 
a farmer,  merchant  and  miller  at  Alford,  Penn., 
married  Eva  Van  Buskirk;  Sarah  M.,  born  April 
19,  1834,  married  George  J.  Benjamin,  and  died 
at  Chicago,  111.,  March  18,  1879;  Marvin  L.,  born 
March  23,  1836,  married  Lucy  A.  Roper,  and  died 
January  21,  1892;  Franklin  E.,  born  August  3, 
1838,  now  living  at  Nicholson,  Penn.,  married 
Emma  I.  Parrish ; Harriet  Adelaide,  born  March 
5,  1842,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Newell  W., 
born  August  n,  1844,  a carpenter  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y.,  married  Lizzie  Bedell.  For  his  third 
wife  Alfred  Tiffany  was  married,  at  Lenox,  Penn., 
to  Patience  Vance,  who  was  born  at  Windsor, 
N.  Y..  October  4,  1794,  and  died  July  12,  1869. 
Alfred  Tiffany  died  February  26,  i860,  and  with 
his  three  wives  is  buried  in  the  village  cemetery 
at  Harford,  Pennsylvania. 

To  Homer  and  Harriet  A.  Tingley  came  chil- 
dren as  follows:  William  H.,  born  May  18,  i860; 
Jennette  D.,  who  married  John  Hart,  of  Jackson 
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township;  Hayden  L.,  a farmer  of  Amherst, 
Neb. ; Minnie  E.,  born  September  25,  1869,  married 
to  Lewis  W.  Darrow,  who  is  employed  in  a shoe 
factory  at  Lestershire,  N.  Y. ; Arthur  P.,  who  is 
at  home  with  his  mother;  Homer  ].,  born  Septem- 
ber 26,  1875,  a farmer  of  Brooklyn,  who  married 
Eva  W.  Tennant ; Lena  A.  and  Lulu  B.,  twins, 
the  latter  of  whom  died  aged  two  months,  and 
Lena  married  liarry  Ellsworth,  a farmer  of  Har- 
ford ; and  Emma  I.,  deceased  in  infancy. 

William  H.  Tingley,  the  eldest  son  of 
Homer  and  Harriet  A.  Tingley,  was  born  May 
18,  i860.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Plymouth, 
Penn.,  and  worked  for  the  Charles  Parrish  Coal 
Co.  one  year.  Returning  to  the  home  of  his  par- 
ents he  remained  there  until  his  marriage,  in 
March,  1882,  at  Susquehanna,  to  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Van  Buskirk.  She  was  born  in  Searsville,  N.  Y., 
January  12,  1863,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Cor- 
nelia (Stevens)  Van  Buskirk,  natives  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.  Thomas  Van  Buskirk  was  born  in 
1839,  son  °f  Jeremiah  and  Amelia  (Dobbs)  Van 
Buskirk,  whose  children  were : Susan,  Thomas, 

Alary,  George  and  Charles.  Cornelia  Stevens 
was  born  April  14,  1838,  daughter  of  George  and 
Sarah  (Michael)  Stevens,  farming  people  of 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  whose  children  were : Caro- 
line (wife  of  Denton  Deyeo),  William  (deceased), 
Howard  (deceased),  Cornelia  (the  mother  of  Airs. 
William  LI.  Tingley),  Granville  (of  Aliddletown, 
N.  Y.)  and  Theodore.  Thomas  Van  Buskirk 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1873,  and  settled 
in  New  Milford  township.  Thence  he  moved  to 
Jackson  township,  where  he  died  January  10,  1887. 
His  widow  resides  in  New  Milford  borough.  To 
Thomas  and  Cornelia  Van  Buskirk  were  born  the 
following  children:  Mary  H.,  who  died  young; 

Sarah  F.,  wife  of  William  LI.  Tingley;  William, 
a farmer  of  New  Milford  township;  George,  who 
died  young;  and  Albert,  a wagonmaker  of  New 
Alilford. 

To  William  H.  and  Sarah  E.  Tingley 
have  come  children  as  follows : Clara  B.,  born 
February  21,  1883,  died  Alay  15,  1885;  Hattie  AL, 
born  May  25,  1884;  Mabel  F.,  born  May  5,  1886; 
Alfred  C.,  born  July  31,  1888,  died  July  2,  1895; 
William  Merle,  born  February  8,  1890;  and  Glenn 
E.,  born  April  11,  1897. 

After  his  marriage  William  H.  Tingley  settled 
on  the  farm  of  107  acres  in  New  Alilford  township, 
which  he  has  ever  since  occupied  and  most  suc- 
cessfully tilled.  The  land  has  been  brought  to 
a high  state  of  cultivation.  Air.  Tingley  is  a rep- 
resentative farmer,  prominent,  progressive,  and 
public-spirited.  He  is  a member  of  the  Patrons 
of  Husbandry,  Grange  No.  289,  of  New  Alilford. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  For  six  years  he 
has  served  as  school  director,  and  in  1897  he  was 
elected  tax  collector  for  a term  of  three  vears,  be- 
ing re-elected  in  February,  1900,  for  three  years 
more. 


HENRY  T.  BIRCHARD,  of  the  firm  of 
Birchard  & Resseguie,  editors  and  proprietors  of 
the  Susquehanna  Evening  Transcript  and  the  Sus- 
quehanna Ledger , from  1891  to  1900,  is  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  New  England 
and  of  Susquehanna  county.  The  first  American 
ancestor  of  the  family  was  Thomas  Birchard,  of 
England,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1635.  His 
wife  was  Alary  Robinson.  John  Birchard,  a son 
of  Thomas,  born  in  1628,  in  England,  came  to  New 
England  in  1635,  and  in  1653,  in  Connecticut,  mar- 
ried Christina  Andrus. 

Henry  T.  Birchard,  our  subject,  is  a descend- 
ant in  the  eighth  generation  from  Thomas  Birch- 
ard, his  first  American  ancestor,  the  line  of  his  de- 
scent being  through  John,  Samuel,  John  (2),  Jesse, 
Jesse  T.,  and  Asher  L. 

Jesse  Birchard,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1770,  and  came  to  what  is  now 
the  site  of  Birchardville,  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, in  1799;  taking  up  land  under  the  Connecti- 
cut title.  In  1797  he  married  Harriet,  daughter 
of  Asahel  Smith,  a sea  captain,  and  a soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  He  moved  his  family  to  his  land  in 
the  spring  of  1801.  He  and  Jabez  A.  Birchard 
were  the  first  permanent  settlers  in  Forest  Lake 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  then  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, and  founded  the  village  which  took  their  name. 
Jesse  Birchard  died  in  1840,  and  his  wife,  who  was. 
born  in  1773,  passed  away  in  1859. 

Jesse  T.  Birchard,  son  of  Jesse  Birchard,  and 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1802. 
in  Forest  Lake  township,  and  was  married  in  1828 
to  Lamira  Smith,  who  was  born  in  1803  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  They  were  farming  people 
and  resided  about  one  mile  below  Birchardville, 
but  later  removed  to  Alontrose.  He  died  in  1853, 
and  she  in  1872.  Their  children  were:  Asher  E., 
Harriet  H.,  Caroline  B.,  and  Charles  H.  Of  these 
Asher  L.  Birchard  was  the  father  of  our  subject. 
He  was  born  August  21,  1829,  at  Birchardville, 
and  when  a lad  removed  with  his  parents  to  Alon- 
trose. He  was  a painter  and  followed  this  trade 
mainly  through  life.  On  July  17,  1851,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Anna  E.  Alosher,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  They 
resided  at  Binghamton  and  at  Montrose,  Air. 
Birchard  dying  at  the  latter  place  in  1882.  Their 
children  were : William  L.  and  Henry  T. 

Henry  T.  Birchard,  our  subject,  was  born  July 
31,  1853,  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  where  he  was  reared 
and  attended  the  Alontrose  Academy.  When  but 
a lad  of  thirteen  years  of  age,  in  1866,  he  entered 
the  office  of  the  Independent  Republican  and 
learned  the  printing  trade.  The  Republican  was 
then  published  by  his  uncle,  the  late  Homer  H. 
Frazier.  He  remained  in  that  office  under  Air.  Fra- 
zier until  the  latter’s  death  in  1876,  and  then  under  his 
successor,  James  P.  Taylor,  until  1891,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year  ( 1884)  when  he  worked  at 
the  printing  business  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
In  1891  Air.  Birchard  and  C.  W.  Resseguie  as  part- 
ner.- purchased  the  Susquehanna  Transcript,  and 
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as  editors  and  proprietors  they  have  since  published 
it.  The  Transcript  is  a very  newsy  daily  paper, 
well  edited  and  judiciously  managed,  reflecting 
credit  on  its  enterprising  owners.  It  is  the  only 
daily  paper  published  in  Susquehanna  county,  and 
has  a large  circulation.  It  is  independent  in  politics. 
These  gentlemen  also  conduct  , the  Susquehanna 
Ledger,  published  weekly. 

Mr.  Birchard  is  a man  of  great  energy  and  in- 
dustry. He  is  obliging,  genial  and  popular  and 
merits  the  success  with  which  he  is  meeting  in  the 
field  of  journalism.  Thoroughly  schooled  in  the 
art  preservative  and  possessed  of  ability  as  a man- 
ager, the  Transcript  and  Ledger  go  forth  to  their 
many  readers  models  of  the  modern  newspaper.  Mr. 
Birchard  is  identified  with  the  Iv.  of  P.  and  the 
Masonic  Fraternity.  In  1876  he  married  Harriet 
L.,  daughter  of  Elias  Jagger,  of  Montrose,  and  to 
them  have  come  two  children : Ethel,  who  died  in 
1884,  in  her  fourth  year,  and  Charles  Harold,  who 
is  aged  thirteen  years. 

EDWIN  B.  BENNETT  (deceased)  was  a 
highly  esteemed  resident  of  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agriculture  for  many  years.  The  family 
homestead,  an  attractive  place  of  fifty-three  acres, 
was  cleared  and  improved  by  him,  and  his  industry 
and  good  management  brought  a fair  reward  for 
his  declining  years.  While  he  did  not  take  an  active 
interest  in  politics,  he  was  a strong  Republican, 
and  for  many  years  he  was  a leading  member  of  the 
Freewill  Baptist  Church  in  his  locality.  He  was 
born  August  28,  1826,  a son  of  James  and  Juliette 
(Sweet)  Bennett. 

On  January  10,  1846,  Mr.  Bennett  married 
Miss  Rosannah  M.  Kinne,  daughter  of  Alonzo 
Price  and  Polly  (Manzer)  Kinne,  and  four  children 
were  born  to  their  union:  (1)  Sarah  E.,  born  May 
10,  1S47,  married  October  6,  1867,  John  Felton,  a 
farmer  in  Gibson  township,  and  they  have  had  four 
children,  Edwin,  Herbert,  Mamie  and  Bennie.  (2) 
Ella  L.,  born  September  5,  1851,  married,  on  July 
4,  1876,  Charles  Ross,  a farmer  and  merchant  at 
Burnwood,  now  serving  as  postmaster,  and  they 
have  had  three  children,  Bertha,  Cora  and  Bessie. 
(3)  Polly  E.,  born  March  28,  1854,  married,  on 
November  20,  1875,  Cornelius  Pickering,  a well-to- 
do  farmer.  (4)  Julia  INI.,  born  April  28,  1S58, 
married,  on  October  10,  1877,  Oscar  Hines,  a farmer 
in  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  they 
have  had  two  children,  Estella  and  Ethel. 

Mrs.  Bennett,  who  has  had  charge  of  the 
homestead  since  the  death  of  her  husband,  is  a most 
capable  business  woman,  and  is  much  respected  in 
the  community.  She  is  a member  of  the  Freewill 
Baptist  Church.  Her  father,  A.  P.  Kinne,  of  whom 
a sketch  follows,  resides  with  her,  receiving  tender 
and  devoted  care  in  his  declining  years. 

ALONZO  PRICE  KINNE,  an  honored  pio- 
neer agriculturist,  is  now  living  in  retirement  in 


Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  after  a life 
of  well  directed  industry.  Three  farms  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  one  in  Rush  and  two  in  Gibson, 
have  been  redeemed  by  him  from  the  wilderness, 
yet  notwithstanding  his  years  of  toil  he  enjoys  good 
health,  and  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  still 
takes  an  active  interest  in  affairs.  He  was  born 
April  21,  1806,  at  Otego,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
of  New  England  ancestry.  David  Kinne,  his  great- 
grandfather, was  a resident  of  Connecticut,  and 
David  Kinne  (2),  his  grandfather,  was  born  and 
reared  there,  but  removed  to  New  York  State,  where 
he  engaged  in  business  as  a rope  manufacturer. 
Asa  Kinne,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  for  some  time  resided  in  Otego,  N.  Y., 
but  in  1848  he  located  in  Bradford  county,  Penn., 
intending  to  follow  farming  and  rope  manufactur- 
ing. He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  and  for  many 
years  was  a devout  member  of  the  Six  Princi- 
ple Baptist  Church.  He  died  in  1848,  aged  sixty- 
six,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Joslin,  passed  away  in 
the  same  year  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight,  their  re- 
mains being  interred  in  the  Wyalusing  cemetery. 
The  Joslin  family  were  also  of  good  Connecticut 
stock,  and  Henry  Joslin,  our  subject’s  maternal 
grandfather,  was  a native  of  that  State,  but  became 
a well-known  farmer  and  rope  manufacturer  at 
Otego,  N.  Y.  Asa  and  Elizabeth  Kinne  had  four 
children,  as  follows : Henry,  who  died  in  Brad- 

ford county;  Jerusha,  who  married  Samuel  Steers 
and  died  at  Burlington,  N.  Y. ; Alonzo  P.,  our  sub- 
ject; and  Pattie,  who  died  at  Otego,  N.  Y.,  aged 
twenty-two  years. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  to 
learn  the  business  of  manufacturing  cloth,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  at  Otego.  Later 
he  was  employed  for  several  months  in  a factory 
on  Soquet  Creek,  New  York  State,  at  $20  per 
month,  and  for  one  year  he  conducted  a farm  for 
his  father-in-law.  The  next  two  years  were  spent 
in  a cloth  factory  at  Otego,  but  in  1830  he  removed 
to  Susquehanna  county  with  his  wife  and  infant 
daughter,  settling  in  Bridgewater  township,  just 
over  the  line  from  Wyalusing  township.  There  he 
remained  five  years,  being  engaged  in  cloth  dressing 
and  carding  wool,  in  which  work  he  became  known 
as  an  expert,  and  on  removing  later  to  Rush  town- 
ship he  spent  three  years  in  clearing  and  improving 
a farm.  He  has  since  made  his  home  in  Gibson 
township,  and  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  was  actively  engaged  in  farming,  but  his 
vears  of  leisure  have  been  passed  in  the  pleasant 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Rosannah  Bennett. 
As  an  intelligent  citizen  he  has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  politics,  and  the  casting  of  his  ballot  has- 
been  regarded  by  him  as  a duty.  He  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  was  formerly  identified  with  the  Know 
Nothing  Order  and  the  Loyal  League,  his  popular- 
itv  being  shown  by  his  frequent  election  to  local 
offices.  He  was  the  first  recorder  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, and  served  nine  years  as  school  director,  four 
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years  as  township  assessor,  eight  years  as  collector, 
three  years  as  deputy  sheriff  under  Sheriff  E.  Green 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  for  one  year  he  was  con- 
stable, but  declined  to  serve  longer.  As  long  as  a 
Six  Principle  Baptist  Church  was  maintained  in 
his  locality  he  was  an  active  member,  and  he  has 
since  attended  the  services  of  the  other  denomina- 
tions. On  May  it,  1826,  he  was  married,  at  Otego, 
N.  Y.,  by  Elder  John  Bostick,  to  Miss  Polly  Man- 
zer,  and  three  children  were  born  of  this  union : 
(1)  Lawrence  M.,  born  May  I,  1827,  died  Septem- 
ber 8,  1828.  (2)  Rosannah  M.,  born  August  17, 

1829,  married  Edwin  B.  Bennett,  deceased,  and  re- 
sides in  Gibson  township.  (3)  Lorenzo  A.,  born 
February  6,  1833,  died  April  2,  1862,  serving  in  the 
Union  army  at  Ironton,  Mo.  Mrs.  Polly  (Manzer) 
Kinne  was  born  January  2,  1805,  in  New  York 
State,  daughter  of  Lawrence  and  Polly  (Price) 
Manzer.  She  died  April  1,  1883,  after  fifty-seven 
years  of  happy  wedded  life,  and  her  remains  now 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  South  Gibson. 

JEROME  T.  STOCKER,  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  and  honored  citizens  of  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  there  February 
8,  1844,  a son  of  Albert  and  Lydia  R.  (Peet)  Stock- 
er. He  has  followed  many  of  his  kindred  to  the 
grave,  and  of  his  own  family  there  remain  only 
liis  brothers  R.  M.  (a  well-known  lawyer  of  Hones- 
dale)  and  J.  D.  (a  merchant  of  Jermyn,  Penn.). 
Among  these  brothers  there  exists  the  best  of 
feeling,  no  family  feud  having  ever  entered. 

Mr.  Stocker’s  boyhood  was  spent  in  helping 
his  father  clear  land,  and  in  working  on  the  farm, 
during  the  summer,  while  during  the  winter  months 
he  pursued  his  studies  at  the  East  school  house, 
where  he  received  a good  common-school  educa- 
tion. At  he  age  of  twenty  he  began  teaching,  and 
successfully  followed  that  profession  in  different 
parts  of  Wayne  county  for  several  winters.  In 
1865  he  attended  the  graded  school  at  Honesdale, 
under  C.  B.  Shaw,  and  two  years  later  was  a student 
in  the  Normal  School  at  Wavmart,  under  Jerry  E. 
Hawker.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  had  a severe 
attack  of  inflammatory  rheumatism,  and  when  he 
was  drafted,  two  years  later,  for  service  in  the  Civil 
war,  his  father,  fearing  that  the  exposure  incident 
to  camp  life  would  make  a cripple  of  him,  paid 
$900  for  a substitute  to  take  his  place  in  the  army, 
without  asking  an  examination  or  attempting  to  get 
him  clear.  The  son  then  decided  to  remain  near 
his  parents  as  long  as  they  lived.  In  1865  his  fa- 
ther gave  him  a deed  to  fifty  acres  of  heavily  tim- 
bered land  on  the  Hawley  road,  near  the  old  home- 
stead, and  he  at  once  began  the  arduous  task  of 
clearing  up  a farm  and  making  for  himself  a home. 

On  May  14,  1868,  Mr.  Stocker  married  Miss 
Emmer  F.  Walker,  a daughter  of  John  B.  and 
Elmira  (Tiffany)  Walker.  By  hard  work  and 
economy  they  succeeded  in  clearing  the  farm, 
placed  it  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  erected 
good  buildings  thereon,  and  set  out  an  orchard. 


In  connection  with  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  his  land  Mr.  Stocker  continued  to  engage  in 
teaching  school  for  a number  of  years,  and  also  fol- 
lowed lumbering,  but  later  he  gave  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  farming,  also  buying  and  selling 
stock.  In  1883  he  erected  a store,  stocked  it  with 
general  merchandise,  and  by  honest,  upright  deal- 
ing built  up  a good  trade.  At  his  request  the  gov- 
ernment established  a post  office  at  that  place,  and 
on  January  18,  1886,  he  was  appointed  postmaster, 
and  the  office  given  the  name  of  Peetona.  Shortly 
afterward  he  succeeded  in  getting  a daily  mail. 

On  December  12,  1893,  there  came  to  Mr. 
Stocker  the  greatest  sorrow  of  his  life,  in  the  death 
of  his  estimable  wife.  By  the  aid  of  hired  help  he 
kept  his  home  and  carried  on  his  business.  He 
was  again  married,  April  20,  1897,  his  second 
union  being  with  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Walker,  nee  Abbey, 
a daughter  of  Anson  and  Clarissa  Abbey,  of  Salem 
township.  His  stepdaughters,  Blanche  and  Mae, 
live  with  them ; the  former,  who  is  seventeen  years 
of  age,  graduated  from  the  State  Normal  School 
of  East  Stroudsburg  in  1899 ; and  the  latter,  now 
aged  fifteen,  is  attending  school  at  Hamilton,  Wayne 
county. 

Mr.  Stocker  is  a firm  believer  in  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  is  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  contributes  freely  of  his  means  to  the  support 
of  different  denominations,  while  his  home  is  open 
to  all  of  God's  ministers,  and  has  often  been  styled 
the  “Ministers’  Hotel.’’  His  wife  and  daughters 
are  members  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Stocker  is  a strong  advocate  of  temperance.  In  po- 
litical sentiment  he  is  a Democrat,  and  believes  in 
the  free  coinage  of  silver.  In  his  tastes  and  habits 
he  is  thoroughly  domestic,  believing  there  is  no 
place  like  home.  He  is  a disciple  of  Izaak  Walton, 
being  fond  of  the  rod  and  gun.  Although  com- 
paratively a young  man,  he  has  lived  to  see  all  of  the 
old  settlers  pass  away,  and  to  see  the  eastern  part 
of  Salem  township  changed  from  a dense  forest  to 
happy  homes  and  fine  farms.  While  he  has  held 
minor  offices  in  his  township,  he  has  never  sought 
political  honors,  and  the  aim  and  ambition  of  his 
life  is  not  to  become  rich,  or  to  receive  the  honors 
of  this  world,  but  that  the  world  shall  be  better 
for  his  having  had  being  in  it.  Although  life  has 
not  been  all  sunshine,  he  yet  feels  that  “goodness 
and  mercy  have  followed  him  all  the  days  of  his 
life.  [For  ancestry  see  Stocker  Family,  elsewhere.] 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  BROWNELL, 
who  is^  practically  living  retired  upon  his  farm  at 
Y\  est  Clifford,  was  born  in  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  May  31,  1838,  and  is  a son  of 
George  and  Amy  (Arnold)  Brownell,  natives  of 
Rhode  Island.  His  paternal  grandfather,  George 
Brownell,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  and  his  grand- 
mother of  Long  Island.  The  Brownell  family  was 
founded  in  this  country  by  three  brothers,  who  sep- 
arated after  their  arrival  here.  Our  subject’s  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Joseph  Arnold,  was  a native  of 
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Connecticut  and  an  early  settler  of  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  The  father  came 
alone  to  this  region  in  1818,  but  a year  later  was 
joined  by  his  parents  and  their  large  family,  who 
nrst  located  on  the  present  site  of  Lonsdale  or  Royal 
post  office,  Susquehanna  county,  where  they  took 
up  300  acres  of  land,  only  fifteen  acres  of  which  had 
been  cleared.  In  Clifford  township  his  parents 
spent  their  last  days.  In  connection  with  farming, 
George  Brownell,  father  of  our  subject,  conducted 
a hotel  at  Lonsdale  (then  known  as  Brownellsville) 
for  many  years.  He  supported  the  Republican 
party  and  held  township  offices,  but  was  never  a 
politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking.  In  relig- 
ious faith  he  was  a Universalist  and  his  wife  a Bap- 
tist. He  died  at  Dundaff  in  July,  1868,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years,  and  she  in  Lenox  township, 
in  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  The  remains 
of  both  were  interred  in  Clifford  cemetery.  Their 
children  were  Joseph,  a carpenter  of  Carbondale, 
Penn.;  Sarab  A.,  who  first  married  Samuel  Will- 
iams and  second  John  Coyle,  of  Lenox  township ; 
George  W.,  our  subject;  Emma  J.,  deceased  wife 
of  Nelson  Coleman;  Emeline,  who  first  married  Dr. 
Olmstead,  of  Dundaff,  and  second  Byron  Clark,  of 
Carbondale,  Penn. ; Agnes,  deceased  wife  of  Syl- 
vester Wells;  and  Lafayette,  a carpenter  of  Dun- 
daff. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  George  W. 
Brownell  assisted  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm  and  was  still  under  the  parental  roof 
when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  He  was  drafted, 
and  at  Clifford,  October  16,  1862,  joined  Company 
B,  177th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  B.  F.  Gardner.  He 
participated  in  several  skirmishes,  but  in  no  regular 
battles.  For  four  weeks  he  was  confined  to  the 
hospital  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  with  fever,  and  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  August  5, 
1863.  After  another  year  spent  upon  the  home 
farm  he  located  on  a farm  at  Lonsdale,  which  he 
operated  for  one  year,  and  then  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  forty  acres,  which  he  has  successfully 
managed  ever  since.  He  takes  quite  an  active  in- 
terest in  educational  affairs  and  has  efficiently 
served  as  school  director  for  three  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 

On  November  1,  1864,  at  Lenoxville,  Mr. 
Brownell  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria 
Bennett,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: George  W.,  born  January  20,  1866,  married 

Allie  Doud  (by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Edna), 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Lenoxville;  and  Nel- 
lie, born  April  4,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Chamberlain,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township.  Mrs. 
Brownell  was  born  in  Lenox  township  March  12, 
1846,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Emeline  (Payne) 
Bennett.  Her  father,  who  was  a blacksmith  by 
trade,  died  at  West  Clifford,  in  1893,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years,  and  was  buried  in  Clifford 
cemetery,  but  her  mother,  who  was  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1823,  is  still  living  with  a son  in  Lenoxville. 


Their  children  were  Maria,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Nettie,  who  first  married  Wallace  Ransom  and  sec- 
ond Albert  Rood;  Hulda,  wife  of  Worcester 
Churchill,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township ; Mary, 
wife  of  Edgar  Knickerbocker,  a farmer  of  the  same 
township ; Walter,  a blacksmith  of  Lenoxville ; and 
Charles,  a blacksmith  of  Scranton,  Penn.  Mrs. 
Brownell’s  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and 
Margaret  (Gott)  Bennett,  natives  of  Orange  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna  county. 

MRS.  IDA  BRUTZMAN  KORTRIGHT,  a 
highly-esteemed  resident  of  Stroud  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  is  an  admirable  representative  of  the 
business  woman  of  to-day,  and  since  the  death  of 
her  lamented  husband,  Francis  E.  Ivortright,  she 
has  managed  her  homestead  with  rare  skill  and 
ability.  Notwithstanding  her  successful  ventures 
in  the  world  of  business,  she  has  not  relinquished 
in  any  degree  the  wholesome  activities  of  domestic 
and  social  life,  and  her  excellent  qualities  of  char- 
acter have  won  the  respect  of  all  classes  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Mrs.  Ivortright  is  descended  from  good  pio- 
neer stock,  her  grandfather,  Adam  Brutzman,  hav- 
ing settled  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 
as  early  as  1798,  and  he  and  his  wife  Susan  were 
prominent  among  the  old-time  residents.  This 
worthy  couple  had  nine  children,  of  whom  George 
Brutzman,  Mrs.  Ivortright’s  father,  was  the  young- 
est; the  others  were:  Joseph,  deceased;  William, 

who  died  unmarried  ; Sarah ; Elizabeth ; Henry  ; 
Frederick,  who  died  in  May,  1898;  Julia  A.;  and 
Mary  A. 

George  Brutzman  was  born  July  22,  1831,  in 
Smithfield  township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
In  1854  he  married  Miss  Louise  Brown,  daughter 
of  John  and  Jane  (Posten)  Brown,  the  latter  a 
descendant  of  a Revolutionary  soldier  by  the  name 
of  Posten,  who  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Mon- 
roe county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Brutzman 
purchased  his  father’s  old  homestead,  where  he  still 
resides.  He  has  made  many  improvements  upon 
the  property,  and  has  always  been  regarded  as  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  his  locality.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat  and  he  is  active  in  relig- 
ious work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
His  estimable  wife  died  April  26,  1898,  mourned  by 
a large  circle  of  friends. 

Mrs.  Ivortright,  the  only  child,  was  born  in 
1856,  and  received  an  excellent  education  in  the 
public  schools  near  the  homestead  and  the  more  ad- 
vanced schools  of  Stroudsburg.  In  1882  she  mar- 
ried Francis  E.  Ivortright,  who  was  born  in  Mon- 
roe county  in  1849,  near  Bushkill,  the  son  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  Ivortright,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and 
early  settlers  near  the  junction  of  the  Bushkill  and 
the  Delaware.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kortright  made  their 
home  in  Stroud  township,  where  his  father  had 
purchased  a farm  in  1866,  for  fourteen  years,  Mr. 
Ivortright’s  death  occurring  there  in  1896.  He  was 
a man  of  excellent  character  and  was  much  respected 
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in  the  community.  While  he  never  aspired  to  offi- 
cial honors  he  was  a stanch  Democrat  throughout 
his  life,  and  in  a quiet  way  worked  for  the  success 
of  his  party.  He  left  one  son,  Chester  B.,  who  was 
born  July  25,  1885,  and  is  now  attending  the  local 
schools. 

PICKERING  FAMILY.  Few  if  any  families 
in  Susquehanna  county  are  more  truly  representa- 
tive of  the  early  pioneer  years  than  the  Pickerings. 
In  1795  two  brothers,  Jotham  and  Phineas  Pick- 
ering, left  their  home  in  Mendon,  Mass.,  and  set- 
tled in  the  wilderness  in  what  is  now  New  Milford 
township.  In  1796  they  removed  to  what  is  now 
Gibson  township. 

Jotham  Pickering,  with  his  wife,  Alsie,  and 
family,  located  in  the  wilderness  on  a 100-acre  tract 
now  known  as  the  Ira  Washburn  farm,  between 
Smiley  and  Kennedy  Hill,  and  Phineas  settled  at 
Gelatt  Hollow.  Jotham  changed  his  location  in 
order  to  be  near  the  family  of  Capt.  Potter,  the  only 
other  settler  in  the  locality  at  the  time,  who  had  lo- 
cated near  Kennedy  Hill — the  first  portion  of  the 
township  to  be  occupied,  in  order  that  by  uniting 
the  two  families  school  advantages  for  the  children 
might  be  obtained.  There  were  no  mills  nearer 
than  Wilkes  Barre.  Wolves  at  night  filled  the  sur- 
rounding forests  with  echoing'  howls,  and  the  pierc- 
ing screeches  of  the  prowling  panther  were  often 
heard.  Jotham  Pickering  had  served  as  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  By  trade  he  was  a car- 
penter. After  his  migration  to  Gibson  township 
he  remained  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1809,  when  he  was  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and 
he  was  buried  in  a private  cemetery  in  Gibson  town- 
ship. He  had  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  as  fol- 
lows : Henry,  who  migrated  to  New  Hope,  Brown 

Co.,  Ohio;  John,  a farmer  and  sawmill  owner  of 
Nicholson  township;  Preserved,  who  is  mentioned 
below;  Corbet,  born  in  1797,  who  married  Tamar 
Denny,  and  died  in  Gibson  township,  in  1876 ; Pot- 
ter, who  died  in  Glenwood ; Leah,  wife  of  William 
Tripp,  of  Gibson;  Mrs.  Aden  Cramer,  of  Clifford 
township;  Nabby  Ann,  wife  of  Henry  Miller,  of 
Gibson;  and  Polly,  wife  of  James  Waterman,  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county. 

Phineas  Pickering,  the  brother  of  Jotham,  set- 
tled in  Gelatt  Hollow,  where  he  died.  He  had 
three  sons — Augustus,  Jotham  (who  died  at  Star- 
rucea  November  24,  1899),  and  John  B. ; and  three 
daughters — Flora,  wife  of  Jones  Isabell ; Sophia, 
wife  of  Henry  Barriger ; and  Almira  Ann,  Mrs. 
George  Jenning. 

Preserved  Pickering,  son  of  Jotham  and  Alsie 
Pickering,  was  born  at  Mendon,  Mass.,  August  29, 
1795-  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  infancy,  and  was  reared  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, becoming  a farmer  and  carpenter ; his  farm 
was  situated  not  far  from  the  present  home  of 
George  H.  Pickering.  On  December  24,  1818,  he 
married  Miss  Anna  Whitney,  and  they  began  mar- 
ried life  on  the  old  farm,  in  1829  moving  to  the  farm 


now  owned  by  his  grandson,  Henry  D.  Pickering. 
He  died  March  24,  1866,  aged  seventy-one  years ; 
his  wife,  who  was  born  July  26,  1796,  died  in  1876, 
aged  eighty  years,  their  remains  being  interred  in 
Union  Hill  cemetery,  Gibson  township.  Both  were 
consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Pickering  was  a Republican  in  political  senti- 
ment. To  Preserved  and  Anna  Pickering  were 
born  seven  children,  namely:  William,  born  De- 

cember 27,  '1819,  married  Mary  Tiffany,  and  died 
in  Gibson  township,  September  20,  1883;  he  served 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war.  George 
H.,  born  December  17,  1823,  is  mentioned  below. 
P'rederick  L.,  born  September  20,  1826,  married 
Frances  Wellman,  and  died  at  Susquehanna  De- 
cember 8,  1855.  Eliza  Ann,  born  April  29,  1831, 
died  aged  two  years.  Charles  F.,  born  April  23, 
1833,  married  Vilena  Gelatt,  and  died  March  8, 
1878,  in  Thompson.  Eliza  Ann  (2),  born  May  7, 
1835,  died  January  1,  1861,  in  Gibson  township. 
Sarah  J.,  born  December  27,  1837,  died  at  Uniondale 
November  25,  1872;  she  married  James  F.  Craft, 
of  Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  who  served  four  years  and  two 
months  in  Battery  A,  First  Pennsylvania  Light  Ar- 
tillery. [The  Whitney  family  to  which  Mrs.  Anna 
Pickering  belonged  is  mentioned  elsewhere.] 

George  H.  Pickering,  a well-known  resi- 
dent of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  County, 
and  one  of  its  native-born  citizens,  has  been  identi- 
fied for  many  years  with  the  business  interests  of 
the  locality ; he  is  at  present  living  in  retirement 
upon  his  pleasant  homestead.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two 
and  when  eighteen  began  working  at  carpentering 
with  his  father.  On  leaving  home  he  settled  upon 
his  present  farm,  and,  with  the  exception  of  ten 
years  (1861  to  1871)  spent  in  Gelatt  Hollow,  oper- 
ating a gristmill,  has  been  engaged  in  agriculture 
ever  since,  devoting  some  time,  also,  to  lumbering. 
He  resided  on  the  homestead  ten  years,  but  returned 
to  his  present  place  in  1874.  As  a good  citizen  he 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  for  eleven 
years  held  the  office  of  assessor,  and  for  two  years 
that  of  constable.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 
On  January  30,  1847,  he  was  married,  by  Rev. 
George  N.  Tood,  to  Elvira  M.  Payne,  who  was  born 
April  10,  1815,  in  Greenfield,  Lackawanna  county, 
and  they  had  two  children  : ( 1 ) Henry  D.  is  men- 

tioned below.  (2)  Elizabeth  R.,  born  March  26, 
1849,  was  married  May  9,  1866,  to  William  W. 
Pope,  a furniture  manufacturer  of  Gibson  town- 
ship. and  has  two  children,  Bertha  and  Gracie.  Mrs. 
Elvira  M.  (Payne)  Pickering  resides  in  Gibson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  with  her  son,  Henry 
D.  On  April  29,  1877,  the  father  formed  a second 
union,  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Hines)  Howell. 

Henry  D.  Pickering,  a successful  business 
man  of  South  Gibson,  son  of  George  H.  and  Elvira 
M.  Pickering,  was  born  near  Johnson  Bridge,  Gib- 
son township,  December  17,  1847.  He  remained 
on  the  home  farm  until  sixteen  years  old,  and  at 
that  age  enlisted  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  January  11, 
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1864,  in  Company  F,  14th  N.  Y.  Heavy  Artillery, 
and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  m 
many  of  the  most  stubbornly  contested  engagements 
that  were  fought  during  that  period.  He  was  in 
the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsvlvania,  Beth- 
esda  Church,  North  Anna,  Cold  Harbor,  Fort 
Steadman,  and  at  the  siege  of  Petersburg;  his  was 
the  first  regiment  directly  in  front  of  the  explosion. 
He  was  discharged  at  Fort  Reno,  D.  C,  June  22, 

1865.  Returning  home,  he  attended  school  to  the 
age  of  nineteen  years,  then  taught  school  one  win- 
ter on  East  Mountain  and  worked  on  the  farm  in 
summer.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  taught  one 
winter  at  Gelatt. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  Gibson,  February 
9,  1869,  by  Rev.  G.  R.  Hair,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
clergyman,  to  Miss  Estella  M.  Howell,  who  was 
born  in  Gibson  toVnship,  September  22,  1853, 
daughter  of  Curtis  and  Julia  A.  (Steenback)  How- 
ell. Curtis  Howell,  now  a retired  farmer  of  South 
Gibson,  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  May  4, 
1819,  and  -in  1824  came  with  his  parents,  Israel 
and  Olive  (Madison)  Howell,  natives  of  Long 
Island  and  Vermont,  respectively,  to  Smiley's  Hol- 
low, Gibson.  Israel  Plowed  was  a hatter  by  trade, 
which  he  followed  in  connection  with  farming.  .He 
died  in  1874.  His  children  were  Henry,  deceased ; 
Curtis;  Harriet,  Mrs.  Charles  Fuller, 'of  Sullivan 
county,  Penn.;  Freelove,  who  died  young;  Rebecca, 
who  married  Alfred  Hines,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Betsy  A.,  Mrs.  William  Tarbox,  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty; Silas,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township;  Nevin,  de- 
ceased ; Elizabeth,  who  married  George  Potter,  and 
is  now  deceased ; David,  who  is  deceased ; and 
Charles,  a resident  of  Gibson  township.  Curtis 
Howell  married  in  Gibson  township,  June  15, 
1841,  Julia  A.  Steenback,  who  was  born  in  Gibson 
township,  July  5,  1825,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Fanny 
(Denny)  Steenback,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
to  them  were  born  four  children,  namely : Lucy 

A.,  wife  of  C.  W.  Davis,  a farmer  of  Gibson  town- 
ship; John  S.,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township;  Edwin 
N.,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township ; and  Estella  M., 
wife  of  our  subject. 

To  Henry  D.  and  Estella  M.  Pickering  have 
been  born  two  children:  Jennie  M.,  born  January 
4,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Pritchard,  of  Gibson 
township.  Ben  B.,  born  December  3,  1872,  mar- 
ried Hattie  M.  Ball ; they  live  on  the  Preserved 
Pickering  homestead,  and  have  three  children — 
Charles  E.,  Marian  and  Howard. 

After  his  marriage,  in  1869,  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  one  year  in  Gibson  township. 
He  then  rented,  and  for  six  months  operated,  a 
gristmill  at  Gelatt.  Going  on  the  road  as  a sales- 
man for  silverware  and  jewelry,  he  continued  in 
that  employment  until  1875,  when  he  returned  home 
and  purchased  his  father's  homestead.  This  he 
left  in  charge  of  his  family,  and  continued  to  travel 
until  1886.  In  that  year  he  purchased,  in  partner- 
ship with  T.  C.  Manzer,  the  Evmer  stick  factory, 
which  they  operated  for  six  months.  Selling  out 
in  the  spring  of  1887  our  subject  came  to  South 


Gibson,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
fin  nituie  and  undertaking  business,  in  connection 
with  the  management  of  his  farm. 

Mr.  Pickering  is  in  politics  a Republican.  He 
has  never  aspired  to  office,  but  has  served  two  years 
as  township  clerk.  He  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  his  business  affaire  he  has 
met  with  flattering  success,  possessing  experience, 
judgment,  integrity,  confidence  and  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  conditions  upon  which  modern 
business  must  be  conducted.  He  is  highly  esteemed 
foj  his  many  admirable  equalities,  and  ranks  as  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  the  township. 

WARREN  R.  CORY,  the  well-known  post- 
master of  I irzah  and  a representative  farmer  of 
Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  was 
born  in  Lenox  township,  the  same  county,  August 
16,  1839,  a son  of  Chauncey  and  Eliza  (Walker) 
Cory.  I he  father,  who  was  a farmer  and  carpenter 
by  occupation,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  May  15, 
rW,  and  in  1818  was  brought  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  by  his  parents,  Rufus  and  Rachel 
(Owney)  Cory,  also  natives  of  Connecticut,  who 
settled  in  Lenox  township.  Rufus  Cory,  a miller 
by  trade,  died  in  that  township  in  1850.  In  Clif- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  Chauncey 
Cory  was  married  June  29,  1828,  to  Miss  Eliza 
\\  alker,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  October  26, 
1808,  a daughter  of  Enos  and  Mary  (Reading) 
Walker,  of  Bloomfield,  Vt.  They  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1815,  and  first  located  in  Gib- 
son township,  but  in  1832  removed  to  Clifford  town- 
ship, where  they  spent  their  remaining  days.  Enos 
Walker  was  born  March  11,  1777,  and  died  March 

29,  1856,  and  was  buried  in  Gibson  township,  where 

he  had  lived  for  twenty  years ; his  wife,  Mary  Read- 
ing, was  born  February  20,  1776,  and  died  October 
3,  1832,  and  was  buried  in  Clifford  township.  The 
names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  were  as 
follows:  Warren  R.,  April  17,  1798;  Willard, 

March  8,  1800:  Mary,  March  30,  1803;  Rins,  Oc- 
tober 7,  1806;  Eliza  (mother  of  our  subject),  Oc- 
tober 26,  1808;  Enos,  February  14,  1811;  Harriet, 
July  4,  1813  ; and  Mary  A.,  August  25,  1815.  Har- 
riet first  married  Thomas  Wilcox,  and  second  Seth 
Dann,  the  father  of  our  subject’s  wife.  For  his 
second  wife  Enos  Walker  married  Mary  Elizabeth 
Fenno,  who  died  December  3,  i860,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Enos  Walker  was  a son  of  Mar- 
shall and  Hannah  (Dunber)  Walker,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  as  farming  people  in  Massachusetts. 
The  former  was  born  June  20,  1759,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1815,  and  the  latter  was  born  May  26,. 
1760,  and  died  February  2,  1815.  Their  children 
were  Enos,  born  March  11,  1777;  David,  August 

30,  1779;  Isaiah,  March  14,  1782;  Hannah,  July  5, 
1784;  Marshall,  March  17,  1787;  Arnold,  April  6, 
1789;  Dinah,  April  5,  1792;  Cady,  February  5, 
1795;  Keith,  April  27,  1799;  and  Sabinas,  August 
5,  1801.  The  parents  of  our  subject  both  died  in 
Herrick  township,  the  father  June  1,  1880,  the 
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mother  June  18,  1889,  and  were  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Lyons  Street  cemetery.  They  were  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  and  were 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Their 
children  were  as  follows : Eliza  Ann,  born  March 

29,  1830,  married  first  Stanley  Stewart,  and  sec- 
ond Alfred  Pratt;  Enos  W.,  born  February  8,  1831, 
is  a carpenter  and  farmer  of  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county;  Flarriet  F.,  born  March  16,  1833, 
died  in  infancy;  Almira,  born  May  25,  1834,  is 
the  wife  of  John  Coyle,  of  Clark  county,  Wis. ; 
Frances  L.,  born  February  22,  1837,  married  An- 
drew J.  Bass  and  second  M.  J.  Sweet,  and  is  now 
deceased;  Warren  R.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  George  A.,  born  January  24,  1842, 
is  a farmer  of  Herrick  township ; Betsy  C.,  born  July 
18,  1844,  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  C.,  born  October 
1,  1845,  married  Robert  Stewart,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ; and  Laura  L.,  born  August  23,  1848,  and 
John  D.,  born  August  4,  1852,  both  died  in  infancy. 

Warren  R.  Cory  was  reared  upon  his  father’s 
farm  and  remained  there  until  entering  the  Union 
army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  en- 
listed at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  August  28,  1861,  in 
Company  G,  1st  P.  V.  C,  for  three  years  or  dur- 
ing the  war.  He  participated  in  various  battles  and 
skirmishes,  including  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
December  13,  1862.  At  Culpeper  Court  House  he 
was  wounded  in  the  right  thigh  and  lost  his  left 
thumb  by  the  explosion  of  a shell,  and  the  follow- 
ing day  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  where  he  remained  one  month,  and  was  then 
transferred  to  McClellan  Hospital,  Philadelphia, 
Penn.  Eleven  months  later,  on  September  22,  1864, 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  and  returned  home. 

On  December  13,  1864,  in  Clinton,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  Mr.  Cory  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Rachel  E.  Dann.  They  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Hattie  M.,  now 
the  wife  of  Ralph  P.  Stone,  a farmer  of  Ararat 
township.  Mrs.  Cory  was  born  in  Star  township, 
Hocking  Co.,  Ohio,  July  28,  1845,  a daughter  of 
Seth  and  Harriet  (Walker)  Dann,  natives  of  New 
York  State  and  early  settlers  of  Wayne  county, 
Penn.  In  1871  they  removed  to  Herrick  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  the  father,  a farmer  by 
occupation,  died  August  25,  1889,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years ; the  mother  died  in  Cortland,  N. 
Y.,  December  1,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven, 
and  both  were  buried  in  the  Lyons  Street  (Penn.) 
cemetery.  They  held  membership  in  the  Regular 
Baptist  Church  and  were  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  them.  The  children  born  to  them  were 
Rachel  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Lloyd  W.,  who  died 
young;  Harriet  L.,  wife  of  J.  W.  Callender,  a 
traveling  salesman  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; and  Seth 
Warren,  a farmer  of  Herrick  township.  The  par- 
ents were  united  in  marriage  in  November,  1844. 
Both  had  been  previously  married,  the  father  hav- 
ing wedded  Rachel  Beatty,  February  27,  1828.  As 
previously  stated,  the  mother  was  formerly  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Wilcox.  Mrs.  Cory’s  paternal  grand- 


parents were  Seth  and  Jane  (Munger)  Dann,  agri- 
culturists and  lifelong  residents  of  New  York  State. 
The  former  was  born  December  8,  1773,  and  died 
May  18,  1854,  while  the  latter  was  born  December 
25,  l779’  anfl  c^ecl  April  19,  1858.  The  names  and 
dates  of  birth  of  their  children  were  as  follows: 
Abijah,  November  25,  1796;  Philip,  August  13, 
1798;  William,  June  20,  1800;  Rhoda,  May  6,  1801  ; 
Seth,  August  7,  1805;  Anson,  April  30,  1809;  Har- 
vey, February  25,  1810;  Silas,  February  11,  1814; 
Jane,  November  4,  1816;  Jonathan,  September  22, 
1819;  and  Ickabeth,  November  5,  1825. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Cory  lived  upon  his 
father's  farm  until  May,  1872,  when  he  went  to 
Muscatine  county,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  bridge 
building  there  for  fifteen  months.  Returning  to 
Pennsylvania  in  July,  1873,  he  operated  the  old  home 
farm  until  1882,  and  then  engaged  in  farming  near 
there  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm,  which  consists  of  103 
acres  of  well-improved  and  valuable  land  in  Her- 
1 rick  township,  which  he  has  placed  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  keeps  well  informed  on 
the  leading-  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  always 
casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
creditably  filled  the  offices  of  school  director  six 
years  and  township  treasurer  one  year.  He  was 
also  elected  township  collector,  but  refused  to  qual- 
ify. In  early  life  he  was  a Baptist,  but  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
has  served  as  class-leader  for  the  past  ten  years. 

CALVIN  PARMENTER,  a well-known  citi- 
zen of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
and  building  interests  of  that  locality  for  many 
years,  and  is  now  living  in  retirement  upon  the 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Whitney  homestead,  near  Gelatt. 

Mr.  Parmenter  was  born  in  Gibson  township, 
May  10,  1831,  and  is  of  French  descent.  Joseph 
Parmenter,  his  grandfather,  lived  for  a time  in 
Connecticut,  but  made  his  home  in  later  life  at 
Quinebaug  Meadows,  Vt.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of 
guns,  powder  horns,  and  similar  articles.  He  was 
married  in  Connecticut  to  Beckie  Meads,  and  they 
had  the  following  children,  all  now  deceased : 
Charles  died  in  New  York  State;  Lavina  married 
William  Phippens,  and  died  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn. ; Cynthia  married  Nathan  Daniels ; Re- 
becca married  Jonathan  Gelatt ; William  was  the 
father  of  our  subject;  Sally  married  Henry  Chand- 
ler ; Esther  did  not  marry ; Emma  married  David 
T.  Babbitt ; Valentine  was  a drummer  boy  during 
the  war  of  1812,  and  also  served  in  the  regular  army 
for  a time. 

William  Parmenter  was  born  in  Vermont,  May 
1,  1787,  and  died  December  17,  1853,  in  Gibson 
township.  In  1808  he  walked  from  Vermont  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  carrying  an  ax,  and 
his  clothes  done  up  in  a handkerchief,  and  located 
in  Gibson  township,  then  a wilderness.  He  first 
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settled  upon  a tract  of  land  at  what  is  known  as 
"Kentuck,”  and  after  making  improvements  sold 
his  claim,  about  the  time  of  his  marriage  locating 
upon  another  farm  in  the  township,  which  he  cleared 
for  a homestead,  a large  maple  tree  being  dug  up 
to  make  a place  for  the  cellar  of  his  log  cabin.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  holding  town- 
ship offices,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
war  of  1812,  but  the  struggle  was  ended  before  he 
reached  camp.  In  1810  he  was  married,  in  Gibson 
township,  to  Miss  Derinda  Bennett,  a native  of 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,born  January  26,  1793,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Anna  (Waymer)  Bennett,  who 
settled  in  Gibson  township  in  1809.  She  died  De- 
cember 8,  1863,  and  the  remains  of  both  now  rest 
in  Union  Hill  cemetery.  They  had  a large  family 
of  children,  as  follows:  Malinda,  born  November  1, 
1811,  married  (first)  Hiram  Belcher  and.  (second) 
Nicholas  Lowe,  and  died  July  5,  1881 ; Eli,  born 
December  26,  1812,  died  October  7,  1816;  Mathias 
M.,  born  May  19,  1814,  died  March  30,  1816; 
Joseph,  born  April  6,  1816,  was  drowned  in  Grand 
river,  Grandville,  Mich.,  November  7,  1838;  Sarah, 
born  December  12,  1817,  married  Eli  Z.  Seely,  and 
died  December  26,  1848;  Almira  B.,  born  Septem- 
ber 18,  1890,  died  April  2,  1821  ; Almeda,  born  July 

20,  1821,  is  the  widow  of  Jacob  L.  Gillett,  of  Gib- 
son township,  and  the  mother  of  Mrs.  B.  H.  Tiffany 
and  Prof.  U.  B.  Gillett,  of  New  Milford ; Calphurna, 
born  July  4,  1823,  married  Silas  M.  Whitney,  and 
died  September  8,  1856;  Eliza  Ann,  born  June  21, 
1825,  married  Joseph  E.  Whitney,  and  died  June 

21,  1S96  (Mrs.  Whitney  died  December  12,  1869; 
they  had  six  children)  ; Mariette,  born  March 
25,  1827,  is  the  widow  of  William  M.  Tiffany,  of 
Monroe  county,  Mich.;  Jackson,  born  June  4,  1829, 
married  Ellen  Birdsall,  and  died  November  10, 
1857;  Calvin,  born  May  10,  1831,  is  the  subject 
proper  of  these  lines;  Urban,  born  May  1,  1833, 
married  Phoebe  Bruce,  and  died  April  5,  1873; 
Emaline,  born  June  15,  1835,  died  August  17,  1835; 
and  Adelia,  born  February  12,  1837,  married  N. 
Truman  Woodward,  of  Dakotah,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  remained  at  the  old  homestead 
until  his  twenty-third  year,  when  his  father’s  death 
occurred.  His  eyesight  having  failed  him  in  July, 
j853>  while  he  was  working  in  the  hay  field,  he 
spent  the  next  two  years  with  his  brother  Jackson, 
on  the  old  home  farm,  and  in  May,  1858,  he  and 
his  mother  took  up  their  home  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  J.  E.  Whitney,  Mrs.  Parmenter  remaining 
here  until  her  death,  and  here  our  subject  has 
since  resided.  His  sight  had  been  restored,  but  was 
again  lost  in  1896,  when  he  retired.  Mr.  Parment- 
er is  gifted  with  mechanical  genius  of  a rare  order, 
having  at  rhe  early  age  of  seven  years  constructed  a 
small  barn.  In  1850  he  began  working  regularly 
at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  he  put  up  all  the  build- 
ings on  the  J.  E.  Whitney  farm.  He  has  dealt  ex- 
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tensively  in  real  estate.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  has  served  three  terms  as  town- 
ship collector. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  BALDWIN,  an 
agriculturist  of  energy  and  ability,  was  born  No- 
vember 9,  1836,  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  three 
brothers  who  came  to  this  country  from  England 
at  an  early  day.  His  grandfather,  Noah  Baldwin, 
was  born  April  13,  1745,  and  on  reaching  man- 
hood married  Sarah  Scott,  who  was  born  May  18, 
1756,  and  both  died  in  Susquehanna  county. 

Matthew  Baldwin,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a native  of  Balltown,  N.  Y.,  and  in  that  State  was 
reared  and  married  to  Betsey  Vaughn,  a native  of 
Rhode  Island  and  daughter  of  Jonathan  Vaughn, 
who  was  of  German  descent.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children,  as  follows:  Jeremiah;  Mary 

Maria ; William  ; Jonathan,  a soldier  of  the  Civil 
war;  James  C. ; H.  Scott,  also  a soldier;  Samuel  A., 
deceased ; L.  Mumford,  who  was  one  of  the  boys  in 
blue  in  the  Rebellion;  Benjamin  Franklin,  our  sub- 
ject; and  G.  H.,  deceased,  who  was  a soldier  in  the 
Union  army.  The  father  died  at  the  extreme  old 
age  of  ninety-four  vears,  the  mother  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  both  were  earnest  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  v 

Benjamin  Franklin  Baldwin,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch,  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
under  the  parental  roof  and  obtained  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  every  department  of  farm  work, 
while  his  literary  education  was  acquired  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On  Septem- 
ber 9,  1861,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mima  O.  Washburn,  a daughter  of  Dexter  and 
Abigail  (Doty)  Washburn,  who  were  born  in  Rhode 
Island  and  died  in  Susquehanna  county.  To  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  three  children: 
Jay  M.,  a carpenter,  contractor  and  first-class  me- 
chanic, who  learned  his  trade  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Vernie  A.,  at  home ; and  Ina,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  years.  Throughout  his  'entire  life  Air.  Bald- 
win has  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  is  now  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead, 
comprising  100  acres  of  good  land  well  adapted  to 
farming.  The  pleasant  residence,  good  barn  and 
outbuildings  are  surrounded  by  well-tilled  fields, 
good  meadows  and  pasture  land ; there  is  also  a 
good  orchard  upon  the  place  and  everything  is  in 
first-class  shape,  showing  that  the  owner  thoroughly 
understands  his  chosen  calling.  In  connection  with 
general  farming  he  is  also  interested  in  dairying. 
He  is  a man  of  strict  integrity,  honorable  in  all  busi- 
ness transactions,  and  in  manner  is  frank  and  genial. 
Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  religiously  his  wife,  a most  estimable 
lady,  is  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church. 
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WILLIAM  M.  BOWEN,  a representative 
farmer  and  dairyman  of  Scott  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  June  n,  1821,  in  Susquehanna 
county,  a half  mile  east  of  Montrose,  the  county  seat, 
and  is  a son  of  Oliver  and  Electa  (Darrow)  Bowen. 
In  1832  or  1833  the  father  went  to  Canada,  where 
he  remained  a few  years,  and  then  returned  to  the 
Keystone  State  to  find  his  only  son — our  subject — 
but  not  finding;  him,  he  again  went  to  Canada,  and 
has  never  been  heard  from  since.  For  her  second 
husband  the  mother  married  Stephen  Griffis,  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  they  lived  in  Brooklyn,  that 
countv,  where  our  subject  grew  to  manhood,  receiv- 
ing a fair  education  in  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  Bowen  was  married,  in  1843,  to  Miss  Sal- 
lie  A.  Washburn,  of  Susquehanna  county,  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Polly  Washburn,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut. For  three  years  after  his  marriage  he 
lived  on  his  father-in-law’s  farm  and  then  purchased 
a tract  of  wild  land  in  Jackson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  which  he  at  once  began  to  clear  and 
improve,  erecting  thereon  a house  and  log  barn.  At 
the  end  of  ten  years  he  sold  and  moved  to  New 
Milford,  the  same  county,  where  he  bought  fifty 
acres  of  land,  and  in  connection  with  its  cultivation 
he  worked  in  a sawmill  and  also  built  dams  by  con- 
tract for  different  parties.  He  erected  the  walls 
for  the  first  house  in  the  town  of  Susquehanna. 
After  living  in  New  Milford  eleven  years  he  sold 
his  property  there  in  1866,  and  came  to  Scott  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  he  purchased  200  acres 
of  wood  land  near  Star  Pond,  on  which  he  engaged 
in  lumbering  for  a number  of  years.  He  then 
traded  that  place  for  the  David  Spoor  farm  at 
Maple  Grove,  in  Scott  township,  where  he  has  now 
made  his  home  for  twenty  years. 

Mrs.  Bowen  died  in  1891,  leaving  eight  chil- 
dren, namely:  (1)  William  B.,  born  in  Susque- 

hanna county,  August  26,  1844,  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  near  Hancock,  in  Wayne  county.  He 
married  Amanda  Johnson,  and  has  three  children — 
Frank,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  where  lie  is  employed  as  conductor  on  a 
trolley  car ; Lillie,  now  Mrs.  William  Cole,  of  Buck- 
ingham township,  W ayne  county ; and  Susie,  wife 
of  Charles  Barlow,  of  Sherman,  Wayne  county. 
(2)  Oliver  F.,  born  in  Harford,  Penn.,  in  June, 
1846,  is  a farmer  of  Scott  township.  He  married 
Louisa  Hobbs,  of  Franklin  township,  and  has  three 
children — Mrs.  May  Henderson,  of  Starrucca, 
Wayne  county;  and  Manley  and  Elsie,  both  at 
home.  (3)  Horace  B.,  born  in  March,  1849,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Smith,  and  lives  in  Niagara  Falls, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  conducts  a barber  shop  and  is  also 
engaged  in  the  jewelry  trade.  He  has  two  chil- 
dren— Walter  and  Nellie.  (4)  Polly  A.,  born 
September  29,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  S.  P.  Quick,  of 
Windsor,  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  (5)  Mary  J., 
born  in  March,  1854,  was  a well-educated  young 
lady,  who  died  in  1889,  leaving  her  parents  almost 
heart-broken.  (6)  Nathan  L.,  born  in  October, 
1856,  married  Elsie  Sampson,  of  Sherman,  Wayne 


county,  where  they  reside.  They  have  two  daugh- 
ters— Elizabeth  and  Grace.  (7)  Dolly,  born  in 
May,  1859,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Case,  of  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  has  children — Bernice,  Arthur 
and  Horace.  (8)  Rose,  born  in  New  Milford, 
in  February,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Quick,  of 
Windsor,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  has  one  daughter 
— Eva. 

In  February,  1894,  Mr.  Bowen  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  C.  O. 
Best,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Rachel  Tyler,  honored  pioneers  of  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.  Her  father  was  a soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812.  In  his  family  were  thirteen  children, 
namely : Clark,  Smith,  Polly,  Miranda,  Phoebe, 

Debby  A.,  Catherine,  James,  George  W.,  William 
L.,  Sabrina,  Lydia,  and  Chloe  Ophelia,  wife  of  our 
subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowen  are  both  earnest 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance.  Politically  he 
is  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  has  filled  the  office  of 
supervisor  of  his  township  and  other  local  posi- 
tions. His  early  life  was  one  of  hardships,  as  he 
started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  when 
quite  young,  but  by  perseverance,  industry  and  good 
management  he  is  now  enabled  to  lay  aside  business 
cares  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil. 

TERRENCE  O'REILLY  (deceased).  The 
name  O'Reilly  is  intimately  associated  with  the  his- 
tory of  Choconut  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  with  the  religious  history  of  Northeastern 
Pennsylvania  and  of  New  York.  It  was  made  so 
by  two  brothers,  Terrence  and  John,  the  sons  of  John 
O’Reilly,  a resident  of  County  Longford,  Ireland. 
Terrence  was  a farmer,  and  his  brother  John  a 
Catholic  priest.  They  came  to  America  in  1837. 
Terrence  settled  on  a farm  in  Choconut  township. 
The  clergyman  became  one  of  the  pioneer  and  tire- 
less religious  workers  among  his  countrymen 
throughout  a vast  , region  of  wilderness. 

John  O’Reilly  was  born  in  County  Longford, 
Ireland,  in  1797.  He  was  educated  in  the  Theo- 
logical College  of  Manoath,  Ireland,  was  ordained 
by  Bishop  Ivinrick  in  the  diocese  of  Philadelphia, 
where  he  was  offered  a charge.  He,  being  young, 
preferred  the  northern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  combined  the  counties  of  Susquehanna,  Brad- 
ford, and  Broome,  Delaware,  Tioga  and  Chemung 
counties  in  New  York,  there  being  no  Catholic 
clergyman  in  all  that  section.  At  that  early  day 
the  country  was  principally  a wilderness.  Father 
O'Reilly  rode  horseback  from  forty  to  sixty  miles 
a day  to  perform  the  sacred  rites  of  the  Church. 
He  was  constantly  on  the  road,  visiting  the  sick 
and  doing  good.  Sometimes  his  journeys  were  so 
long  that  he  was  compelled  to  ride  all  night  through 
storms.  He  would  often  tie  his  horse  to  a sapling 
and,  rolling  up  in  his  blanket,  sleep  until  morning. 
In  sickness  he  was  a nurse  and  doctor,  for  which 
reason  he  was  said  to  be  Priest,  Lawver  and  Doctor. 
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He  bought  land  at  Silver  Lake,  where  he  erected  the 
lirst  Catholic  church  in  Susquehanna  county.  He 
also  erected  the  Friendsville  church,  and  a few 
years  later  he  built  one  in  Middletown  and  one  in 
Auburn,  and  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  Choconot, 
where  he  erected  the  St.  Joseph  College  and  Con- 
vent. It  was  a great  success  until  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  in  January,  1864.  Father  O'Reilly  then 
relinquished  his  charge  and  moved  to  Susquehanna 
Depot,  where  he  erected  a fine  edifice,  and  one  at 
Nicholson,  New  Milford,  and  others  in  Sullivan 
county.  He  lived  to  see  a wilderness  transformed 
into  flourishing  cities  and  the  missionary  field  over 
which  he  traveled  peopled  by  over  80,000  Cath- 
olics, with  fifty  priests  preaching  to  the  people.  In 
October,  1873,  he  was  killed  by  an  engine,  when 
crossing  the  tracks  at  Susquehanna  Depot,  and  was 
loved  and  mourned  by  all  his  parish. 

Terrence  O’Reilly,  our  subject,  settled  in  this 
valley  about  1837.  He  married  Miss  Anastasia 
Donnelly,  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  Don- 
nelly, who  came  from  County  Clare,  Ireland, 
and  settled  in  the  Choconut  Valley.  Mrs.  O’Reil- 
ly wras  born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  and  when 
a child  came  to  this  country  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  St.  Joseph.  She  died  in  1881, 
as  she  had  lived,  loved  by  all,  a good  Christian 
woman,  whose  love  and  charity  knew  no  bounds. 
After  the  marriage  of  our  subject  he  purchased 
land  at  St.  Joseph,  where  he  made  many  improve- 
ments, clearing  land,  erecting  buildings  and  making 
general  improvements.  He  owned  a fine  home, 
which  his  children  still  enjoy.  He  remained  on  his 
home  until  his  death  in  January,  1884.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  held  the  office  of  postmas- 
ter at  St.  Joseph  for  many  years.  In  religion  he 
was  always  an  active  and  devout  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 

To  Terrence  and  Anastasia  O’Reillv  were  born 
nine  children,  who  grew  up  to  be  prominent  men 
and  women,  as  follows:  (1)  Annie,  the  eldest, 

born  in  the  old  homestead  in  Choconut,  married 
Simon  Kelly.  They  reside  in  Choconut  and  have 
five  children  living.  (2)  John  studied  for  the 
ministry  and  was  a student  of  the  Lady  of  Angels 
of  Niagara  Falls,  and  was  ordained  a priest  in 
1876.  He  became  pastor  at  Mt.  Carmel,  Penn., 
where  he  remained  twelve  years ; he  later  took 
charge  of  the  Chambersburg  Church,  in  Franklin 
county.  From  there  he  moved  to  Elizabethtown, 
Penn.  While  in  pastoral  service  he  died  in  Mari- 
etta, in  July,  1892.  (3)  Michael  was  a student  of 

the  Niagara  College  and  ordained  at  Scranton  in 
1879,  where  he  was  located  for  two  years.  He 
later  moved  to  Harrisburg  and  from  there  to  Dan- 
ville, Penn.,  where  he  is  still  located,  having  had 
charge  of  that  diocese  for  a number  of  years.  (4) 
Patrick,  born  in  Choconut,  married  Miss  Bridget 
Byrne,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Mary  Byrne, 
of  Choconut.  They  resided  at  St.  Joseph  at  the 
old  home,  where  he  died  in  October,  1893,  leaving 
his  wife  and  two  children — Michael,  a student  of 


St.  Joseph  school,  and  John,  who  died  soon  after  his 
father:  (5)  James  and  (6)  Edward,  twins,  the 

former,  a graduate  of  the  Worcester,  Mass.,  Col- 
lege, class  of  ’85,  is  now  rector  of  St.  Peter’s 
Cathedral  of  Scranton;  the  latter,  also  a graduate  of 
Worcester,  Mass.,  College, class  of ’85,  was  a student 
of  the  Baltimore  Theological  Seminary,  was  ordained 
priest,  and  is  now  located  at  Wilkes  Barre.  Ed- 
ward at  one  time  studied  medicine,  which  he  gave 
up  for  the  ministry.  (7)  Aloysius  G.  O’Reilly 
was  born  at  the  present  old  home  in  1869,  and  was 
educated  in  the  St.  Joseph  schools;  he  grew  up 
and  remained  at  the  home  with  his  brother  Patrick, 
who  had  charge  of  the  farm,  and  since  his  brother’s 
death  he  has  taken  charge  of  the  home.  He  is  one 
of  the  chief  business  men  of  Choconut  township, 
and  besides  his  marked  business  ability  has  been 
prominent  in  political  and  social  circles.  (8)  Mary 
O'Reilly  was  educated  in  the  Convent  school  of  Sus"- 
quehanna,  and  is  a bright,  scholarly  young  lady,  at 
home.  (9)  Maggie  C.  was  educated  at  the  Laurel 
Hill  Academy,  of  Susquehanna,  where  she  graduat- 
ed, and  is  a bright,  cultured  young  lady,  living  at 
home. 

Religiously  the  O'Reilly  family  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  Church  work,  all  being  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church. 

LEA  I T.  BIRCHARD.  In  those  early  days 
of  the  English  colonies  when  strong  arms  and  stout 
hearts  were  the  only  heritage  of  a people  whose 
watchword  was  "Trust  in  God  and  keep  your 
powder  dry,”  there  came  from  old  England,  in  1635, 
one  Thomas  Birchard,  to  found  a new  line  in  the 
AA’estern  world.  Accompanying  him  were  his  good 
helpmeet,  Mary  Robinson,  and  tbeir  son,  John. 
John  was  born  in  England  in  1628,  and  on  com- 
ing to  America  located  with  his  parents  in  Connect- 
icut, where,  in  1653,  he  wedded  Christiana  Andrus, 
by  whom  he  had  fourteen  children.  Among  these 
children  was  a son,  Samuel,  who  lived  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  married  Anna  Calkins,  by  whom  he  had  a 
son,  John.  John  Birchard  grew  to  manhood  in  Hart- 
ford, and  wedded  Mary  Baldwin,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  Jesse,  who  married  Lydia  Backus, 
daughter  of  Elisha  and  Sarah  (Waterman)  Backus. 

On  December  14,  1770,  there  was  born  to  Jesse 
and  Lydia  (Backus)  Birchard  a son,  Jesse  (2). 
He  left  the  old  Connecticut  home  and  went  AA’est, 
far  into  the  wilderness  of  what  was  then  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  but  is  now  and  has  been  since  1801 
in  Susquehanna  county.  Here  in  1800  he  erected  a 
log  house,  and  with  his  wife  and  son  Asahel  moved 
into  the  new  home.  He  followed  farming  during 
his  life  and  met  with  the  many  hardships  the  early 
settlers  endured.  The  nearest  post  office  was  AAdlkes 
Barre.  He  was  a Presbyterian  in  his  religious 
faith  and  early  established  a place  of  worship  at 
his  own  home,  Birchardville,  which  was  named 
for  him,  then  erected  a Baptist  church,  and  he  was 
active  in  assisting  in  its  work  and  support.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  a Whig,  and  like  the  descendants  of 
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those  liberty-loving  men  and  women,  who  left  their 
native  land  to  find  freedom  in  the  New  World,  he 
was  strongly  opposed  to  slavery,  and  gave  of  his 
time  and  means  to  advance  the  cause  of  abolition. 
In  November,  1797,  he  wedded  Harriet  Smith,  of 
Norwich,  Conn.,  a daughter  of  Asahel  and  Althea 
(Tracy)  Smith,  the  former  a sea  captain  and  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Jesse  Birchard 
died  in  1840,  and  his  faithful  wife,  who  had  so 
bravely  endured  at  his  side  the  trials  of  pioneer  life, 
died  in  May,  1859.  They  left  three  children.  (1) 
Asahel  W.,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  August, 
1800,  grew  to  manhood  in  Birchardville,  where  he 
worked  on  the  farm,  receiving  only  a limited  edu- 
cation. He  married  Esther  J.  Rouse  in  March, 
1830,  and  they  settled  near  Birchardville,  where, 
leaving  two  children,  they  both  died,  he  in  August, 
1835.  (2)  Jesse  T.,  born  in  Forest  Lake,  in  No- 

vember, 1802,  grew  to  manhood  and  married  La- 
mira  Smith,  of  New  York  State.  They  remained 
some  time  in  Forest  Lake,  and  then  removed  to 
Montrose,  where  he  followed  carpentering.  He 
died  in  October,  1833,  and  his  wife  in  November, 
1872.  They  had  four  children:  Asher  L.,  deceased; 
Harriet  H.,  deceased ; Caroline  B.,  who  was  twice 
married,  her  first  husband  being  Homer  Frazier, 
and  her  second  Orlando  Watrous,  of  Montrose; 
and  Charles  H.,  of  Philadelphia. 

John  S.  Birchard,  the  third  child  in  the  family 
of  Jesse  and  Harriet  (Smith)  Birchard,  was  born 
April  7,  1805,  in  Birchardville,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  having  a more  extensive  knowledge  of 
farming  than  of  books,  his  education  in  a literary 
line  being  limited  to  the  very  primitive  district 
schools  of  that  day.  He  had  the  advantage  of  one 
or  two  terms  in  a select  school  at  Manington,  now 
St.  Joseph,  and  taught  for  some  time  in  the  district 
schools  at  home.  He  settled  on  the  old  homestead 
and  made  many  improvements  in  the  old  home, 
erected  in  1818.  A few  years  before  his  death  he 
purchased  property  in  Towanda,  Penn.,  where  he 
lived  the  later  days  of  his  life.  In  September,  1831, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Griswold, 
who  was  born  in  Choconut  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  December,  1808,  a daughter  of  Jehiel  and 
Abigail  (Judson)  Griswold,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Ivillingworth,  Conn.,  in  1772,  where  his 
family  was  well  known.  Both  Mr.  Birchard  and 
his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  work. 
Mr.  Birchard  held  a life  scholarship  in  the  Pres- 
byterian College  at  Towanda.  and  never  lost  his  in- 
terest in  the  advance  of  education.  He  died  No- 
vember 18,  1870,  and  his  wife  May  10,  1858.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children:  (1)  Levi  T.  is 
mentioned  farther  on.  (2)  Sarah  M.,  born  in 
November,  1835,  died  in  her  twenty-third  year. 
(3)  Payson  K.,  born  in  October,  1838,  died  in 
1855.  (4)  Harriet  A.,  born  in  November,  1840, 

attended  the  high  school  in  Towanda,  and  became  a 
teacher.  She  married  Brainard  Bowen,  of  Troy, 
Bradford  county,  where  he  followed  tanning,  until 


he  was  killed,  in  1898,  by  a runaway  horse.  They 
had  two  daughters — Esther  Mary  and  Sarah  An- 
nette, both  residing  in  Troy,  Penn.  (5)  Abigail 
].,  born  in  October,  1843,  wedded  Lacey  Stevens, 
of  Stevensville,  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and  has 
two  daughters — Eva  L.  and  Ruie  M.,  both  teachers 
in  the  Bradford  county  schools.  (6)  Jesse  G., 
born  in  March,  1847,  died  in  early  manhood. 

Levi  T.  Birchard  was  born  March  20,  1834, 
and  received  his  primary  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Birchardville.  He  later  studied  in  Har- 
ford Academy,  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  then 
entered  the  Towanda  Collegiate  Institute.  For 
some  years  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  county 
schools,  and  met  with  universal  success  both  as  an 
instructor  and  as  a disciplinarian.  He  then  set- 
tled on  the  old  Birchard  homestead  and  has  there 
remained  ever  since,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
raising  of  thoroughbred  stock,  principally  Jersey 
cattle,  of  which  he  has  a fine  herd.  His  farm,  now 
comprising  250  acres  of  well  tilled  and  improved 
land,  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  and  he  takes 
pride  in  keeping  abreast  with  the  latest  improve- 
ments in  methods  and  machinery. 

On  October  4,  1859,  Mr.  Birchard  was  united  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Martha  G.  Morgan,  a daughter 
of  David  and  Esther  Morgan,  prominent  residents 
of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Mrs. 
Birchard  passed  away  in  1863,  leaving  no  children. 
In  1864  Mr.  Birchard  wedded  Miss  Jerusha  E. 
Tracy,  who  was  born  in  Bradford  county,  Penn., 
in  January,  1841,  a daughter  of  Arobel  and  Elvira 
(Kellogg)  Tracy,  of  East  Smithfield,  Bradford 
county.  Mrs.  Birchard  received  a good  education 
in  the  Towanda  Collegiate  Institute,  and  became  one 
of  the  successful  teachers  in  the  county.  Early  in 
life  she  united  with  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  her  Christian  character  shed  its  beneficent  rays 
on  all  who  came  within  her  circle.  Her  cultured 
mind  and  womanly  ways  were  an  incalculable  influ- 
ence for  good,  and  her  active  work  in  Church  and 
Sunday-school  did  much  toward  the  advancement 
of  the  cause  of  Christianity.  She  died  September 
14,  1898,  leaving  a family  of  six  children:  (1) 

Martha  E.,  born  in  September,  1865,  graduated  from 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and 
for  several  years  was  a teacher  in  the  Montrose 
high  school,  later  going  to  the  Oak  street  graded 
school  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  her  chosen  profession.  (2)  Selden 
C.,  born  in  April,  1867,  married  Edna  A.  Brad- 
shaw, and  has  one  son — J.  Carlton,  born  in  May, 
1896.  He  lives  on  a farm  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship- (3)  Jesse  B.,  born  February  23,  1869,  died 
in  1873.  (4)  Mary  T.,  born  in  January,  1873, 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Troy,  Bradford 
county,  Penn.,  and  has  followed  teaching  in  the 
home  schools.  (5)  Don  Frederick,  born  in  Oc- 
tober, 1875,  attended  the  home  schools  and  later 
graduated  from  the  Montrose  high  school  and  has 
taught  in  the  district  schools  for  several  years. - 
(6)  Levi  T.,  Jr.,  born  in  October,  1879. 
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Politically  Mr.  Birchard  has  always  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  ever 
taken  a keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  and,  while  in 
no  sense  of  the  term  an  office  seeker,  his  active 
work  in  the  party  has  brought  him  to  the  front, 
and  he  has  held  a number  of  local  offices,  such  as 
school  director,  overseer  of  the  poor  and  for  a 
number  of  terms  has  been  justice  of  the  peace. 
His  conduct  of  business  of  the  various  offices  he 
held  has  amply  justified  the  confidence  of  his  con- 
stituents, and  were  he  willing  to  enter  public  life 
much  higher  places  in  the  gift  of  the  people  would 
be  opened  to  him.  In  his  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Presbyterian,  and  contributes  liberally  of  both  time 
and  money  to  the  advancement  of  the  moral  and 
religious  welfare  of  the  community. 

THE  .METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
OF  MILFORD,  PIKE  CO.,  PENN. 

The  beginning  of  Methodism  in  Milford  un- 
doubtedly dates  back  to  the  occasional  visits  of 
the  itinerant  preachers,  who  with  tireless  zeal 
ranged  from  Maine  to  Florida,  preaching  salvation 
wherever  an  open  door  could  be  found. 

The  very  first  indication  of  such  preachers  is 
found  in  1790,  when  we  discover  a record  of  one  sta- 
tioned at  Stroudsburg,  who  traveled  over  this  section 
of  country.  From  that  time  an  itinerant  preacher 
was  always  found  in  this  locality,  making  as  many 
visits  as  possible,  but  because  of  the  large  territory 
they  were  few  and  far  between.  However,  during 
one  such  visit  in  the  year  1813  to  this  “Godless, 
prayerless,  Sabbath-breaking  village,”  a willing 
listener  was  found  in  the  village  blacksmith,  Bar- 
tholomew Weed,  a man  of  such  humble  circum- 
stances that  he  kept  house  in  two  rooms.  This 
man,  soundly  converted,  immediately  “established  a 
family  altar  and  kept  sacred  the  Sabbath  Day,  much 
to  the  astonishment  of  his  neighbors,  occasionally 
holding  services  at  his  house,  where  he  talked  to 
the  people  as  best  he  could,  which  provoked  derision, 
manifested  by  hurling  missiles  at  his  house  and 
singing  songs.”  Alone  he  labored  for  Christ  until, 
in  1815,  he  removed  to  Philadelphia.  Subsequently 
he  became  an  itinerant  preacher  in  the  Philadelphia 
Conference. 

After  the  departure  of  Bartholomew  Weed  we 
find  no  certain  records  until  1826.  In  that  year 
John  K.  Shaw,  a young  man  just  beginning  his  la- 
bors and  famous  for  his  earnest  preaching,  came 
to  fill  his  appointment  at  Newton,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J. 
Milford  had  heard  of  his  coming,  and  upon  his  ar- 
rival a messenger  was  waiting  to  invite  him  to 
preach  in  this  town.  He  promptly  accepted  the  in- 
vitation. "There  was  no  Church  of  any  sort  in  the 
place,  and  but  little  Christian  influence.  He 
preached  in  the  court  house  and  succeeded  in  win- 
ning the  approbation  of  the  people,  who  crowded 
around  and  urged  him  to  come  again.  This  he  con- 
sented to  do,  and  so  added  another  to  the  already 
abundant  list  of  his  appointments.  During  the  year 
he  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  over  fifty  converts, 


of  organizing  a Church  and  commencing  a house  of 
worship,  which  was  completed  tne  following  year.” 
I hat  organization  began  with  six  souls : Mrs.  Eliza 
Mott,  Mrs.  Louisa  Broadhead,  Mrs.  Mary  Olm- 
stead,  Mrs.  Sophia  Suitor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Hand. 

At  that  time  the  Philadelphia  Conference  had 
jurisdiction  over  this  territory,  and  it  appears  that 
the  charge  was  added  to  the  Stroudsburg  Circuit 
of  the  East  Jersey  District.  The  following  appoint- 
ments were  made  for  that  circuit:  1827,  Lawrence 
McCombs  and  William  ColDert ; 1828,  Jacob  Hav- 
ener and  William  Colbert.  In  1829  Milford  first 
appears  on  the  records  as  a separate  circuit,  with 
ihomas  Millard  and  Bromwell  Andrews  as  pastors, 
the  charge  still  remaining  on  the  East  Jersey  Dis- 
trict. In  1830  the  charge  was  placed  on  the  Asbury 
District,  with  James  Long  and  Joseph  Chattel  as 
pastors.  In  1831  Samuel  Grace  and  Abraham  K. 
Street  were  appointed  pastors.  In  1832  William 
Bloomer  was  appointed  to  serve  alone.  So  faith- 
full)'  did  he  fulfill  his  commission  that  the  charge 
grew  from  228  members  to  a circuit  of  408  mem- 
bers. The  next  year,  1833,  two  men  were  appoint- 
ed, W.  Baker  and  V.  Shepherd,  and  the  work  still 
continued  to  spread.  In  1834  the  Bishop  appointed 
a third  man  to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  the  work. 
The  appointments  for  that  year  read  W.  Baker,  O. 
Badgley,  and  one  to  be  supplied  by  the  presiding 
elder.  In  1835  the  pastors  were  B.  Andrews,  W. 
Thomas,  and  one  to  be  supplied.  In  1836  Milford 
was  once  again  separated  from  circuit  work  and 
made  an  independent  charge,  with  Benjamin  Day 
as  pastor.  In  1837  the  New  Jersey  Conference  was 
set  off  from  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  and  Mil- 
ford was  apportioned  to  the  Paterson  District,  of 
the  New  Jersey  Conference,  with  Benjamin  Day  as 
pastor  for  a second  year.  The  follQwing  appoint- 
ments were  made  during  the  succeeding  years : 
1838,  Richard  Lanning;  1839,  iSqo,  Alexander  Gil- 
more; 1841,  1842,  George  Winsor;  1843,  William 
M.  Burrows;  1844,  John  D.  Blain ; 1845,  Henry  B. 
Beegle;  1846,  George  Hughes;  1847,  Daniel  E. 
Frambes;  1848,  A.  E.  Ballard;  1849,  1850,  J.  Iv. 
Burr;  1851,  William  Day;  1852,  T.  S.  Wilson; 
1853,  Thomas  Walters:  1854,  R.  B.  Lockwood; 
1855,  1856,  T.  S.  Dedrick ; 1857,  A.  H.  Brown.  In 
1858  the  Newark  Conference  was  set  off  from  the 
New  Jersey  Conference,  and  Milford  apportioned  to 
the  former.  From  that  time  the  appointments  are  as 
follows:  1858,  H.  J.  Hayter : 1859,  Isaac  Thomas; 
i860,  1861,  Thomas  Rawlings;  1862,  1863,  James 
H.  Brown  (two  months  before  the  expiration  of  Mr. 
Brown's  last  year  he  enlisted  in  the  army  and  was 
appointed  chaplain,  the  unexpired  portion  of  his 
term  being  filled  out  by  G.  W.  Horton)  ; 1864, 
Joshua  Mead;  1865,  1866,  Richard  Johns;  1867, 
William  E.  Tomkinson  (after  a few  weeks  Mr. 
Tomkinson  became  discouraged  and  left  the  charge, 
and  James  Boyd  Brady,  "a  young  local  preacher,  just 
arrived  from  Ireland,  was  appointed ; he  served  for 
about  six  months,  and  then  left  to  attend  school,  a 
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Mr.  Gill,  a former  Baptist  preacher,  being  appoint- 
ed to  fill  out  the  balance  of  the  year)  ; 1868,  1869, 
Charles  S.  Ryman ; 1870,  1871,  Joseph  P.  Mc- 
Caulay  (during  a temporary  absence  of  the  pastor 
George  W.  Smith  served  the  charge)  ; 1872,  T.  D. 
Frazee;  1873,  1874,  E.  F.  Bisco;  1875,  1876,  R.  W. 
Copeland;  1877,  1878,  1879,  William  McCain  ; 1880, 
1881,  1882,  E.  S.  Jamison;  1883,  1884,  R.  B.  Lock- 
wood;  1885,  1886,  R.  M.  Aylesworth ; 1887,  D.  W. 
Ryder;  1888,  1889,  W.  F.  Randolph;  1890,  1891, 
Cornelius  Clark;  1892,  1893,  1894,  Steward  F. 
Custard;  1895,  1896,  1897,  1898,  1899,  Warren  R. 
Neff. 

The  following  men  have  served  the  Church  as 
presiding  elders:  1829  to  1832,  George  Banghart ; 
1833  to  1836,  Manning  Force;  1837  to  1840,  Wat- 
ters Burrows;  1841  to  1844,  Manning  Force;  1845 
to  1848,  Isaac  N.  Felch  ; 1849  to  1851,  W.  A.  Wil- 
mer ; 1852  to  1855,  Manning  Force  ; 1856  to  1859. 
Benjamin  Day;  i860  to  1863,  S.  W.  Hilliard ; 1864, 
C.  S.  Vancleve;  1865  to  1868,  C.  S.  Coit ; 1869  to 
1872,  N.  Van  Sant;  1873  to  1876,  S.  H.  Opdyke ; 
1877,  Thomas  FI.  Smith;  1878  to  1879,  J-  N.  Fitz- 
gerald, who  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Bishop  in 
1880;  1880  to  1883,  C.  S.  Coit;  1884  to  1887, 
Charles  R.  Barnes;  1888  to  1893,  Samuel  P.  Ham- 
mond; 1894  to  1896,  Sanford  Van  Benschoten,  who 
died  in  December,  1896,  Alexander  Craig  being 
appointed  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term ; 1897, 
James  B.  Faulks;  1898,  to  present  time,  John  R. 
Wright. 

In  1852  the  charge  was  changed  from  the  Pat- 
erson District  to  the  Newton  District.  In  1880  it 
Avas  changed  back  again  to  the  Paterson  District. 
In  1897  it  was  again  changed  to  the  Jersey  City  Dis- 
trict. As  has  already  been  stated,  the  first  church 
building  was  begun  in  1826  and  completed  in  1827. 
It  was  located  ,on  the  bank  of  the  Delaware  river, 
a short  distance  north  of  the  “Jersey  Bridge,”  the 
site  having  been  selected  through  the  influence  of 
Judge  Brink,  who  donated  the  land  to  the  Society, 
thinking  that  Milford  was  destined  to  be  built  at 
that  point.  The  river  freshets,  however,  demon- 
strated that  such  could  not  be  the  case,  therefore  the 
Judge,  who,  with  his  wife,  Avas  a member  of  the 
Church,  gave  the  Society  in  exchange  for  the  prop- 
erty the  present  site,  on  Ann  street.  About  the  year 
1835  the  building  was  taken  down  in  sections  and 
moved  to  the  site  of  the  present  edifice.  At  that 
time  it  had  galleries  on  three  sides.  Ten  years 
late,  in  1845,  a question  arose  about  the  validity  of 
the  title  of  the  Society,  and  for  a few  months  the 
church  Avas  closed,  pending  a legal  adjustment. 
During  that  time  the  people  worshiped  in  the  court 
house.  After  the  adjustment  the  Societ\r  continued 
to  use  the  church,  and  a large  revival  folloAved  the 
return.  During  the  Avar  times  the  subject  of  a new 
church  building  Avas  agitated,  and  in  1864,  on  the 
10th  day  of  July,  the  present  structure  Avas  dedicated, 
free  of  debt,  the  ReAo  L.  R.  Dunn  and  the  Rev.  Will- 
iam Tunison  assisting  in  the  dedication.  The  old 
building  is  still  standing,  and  since  1864  has  had  a 


varied  experience,  having  been  used  as  a seminary, 
dwelling  and  (now)  boarding-house. 

Adhering  to  its  policy  of  incurring  no  debt,  the 
furnishing  and  decorating  of  the  church  has  been 
a gradual  process.  In  1890  the  walls  Avere  frescoed. 
In  1892  steam  heat  was  introduced.  In  1896  the 
Sunday-school  room  was  modernized.  In  1898  the 
oil  lamps  gave  place  to  acetylene  gas.  In  1879  the 
parsonage  Avas  erected,  with  a debt  of  $800,  which 
was  paid  off  in  1884. 

While  the  history  of  each  separate  pastorate 
would  make  delightful  reading,  we  can  only  touch 
upon  a feiv  of  the  most  exceptional.  The  first  re- 
markable increase  was  during  the  pastorate  of 
William  Bloomer,  who  raised  the  membership  from 
228  to  408  on  what  was  then  the  Milford  Circuit. 
The  next  and  perhaps  the  greatest  work  was  under 
George  Winsor,  who  almost  trebled  the  member- 
ship. Another  noteworthy  revival  Avas  under  Rev. 
George  Hughes.  The  Rev.  J.  K.  Burr  held  a won- 
derful revival  on  the  Jersey  side  of  the  river,  result- 
ing in  the  building  of  the  Montague  church.  Under 
Rev.  William  McCain  the  Church  reached  a high 
level.  The  closing  of  the  watch-case  factories  seri- 
ously affected  the  Church,  but  it  recovered.  The 
greatest  revival  of  recent  years  is  accredited  to  Rev. 
R.  W.  Copeland.  Among  the  men  who  have  stood 
in  the  pulpit  of  the  Church  and  become  widely 
known  are  Lawrence  McCombs,  who  dared  im- 
peach a Bishop  for  heresy,  and  also  served  as  a 
presiding  elder;  George  Banghart;  Manning  Force; 
Benjamin  Day;  C.  S.  Ryman,  who  all  served  as  pre- 
siding elders ; and  J.  N.  Fitzgerald,  who  became  a 
Bishop. 

The  following  men  have  found  their  wives  in 
beautiful  Milford : Rev.  George  Winsor  married 
Harriet  Olmstead ; Rev.  William  M.  Burrows  mar- 
ried Sally  Ann  Thrall ; Rev.  Thomas  Walters  mar- 
ried Olivia  Freel;  Rev.  H.  J.  Hayter  married  Mary 
Sherman;  Rev.  Joshua  Mead  married  Alice  HoAve; 
Rev.  Charles  S.  Ryman  married  Mary  Wells:  Rev. 
R.  W.  Copeland  married  Kate  Blizzard.  Of  the 
above  ministers,  the  ReA^s.  Winsor,  Burrows  and 
Walters  lie  burled  in  the  beautiful  Milford  ceme- 
tery. 

The  Sunday-school  was  organized  some  time 
prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Church,  but  accurate 
statistics  prior  to  1838  are  not  obtainable  in  time 
for  this  article.  In  that  year  Ave  find  a school  of  1 1 5 
scholars,  with  a library  of  seventy-five  books.  The 
school  expanded  until,  in  1850,  there  was  school  in 
six  school  houses  in  the  vicinity  in  addition  to  the 
main  school,  Avith  a total  enrollment  of  323,  and  a 
total  library  of  600  books.  At  the  present  time  the 
school  is  in  a most  flourishing  condition.  In  the 
earlier  years  the  pastor  frequently  served  as  superin- 
tendent, and  the  folloAving  men  haAre  held  that  office 
since  i860:  Col.  John  Nyce,  Joseph  Chamberlin, 
Albert  Sherman,  John  Ryman,  William  Angle,  Rus- 
ling  DeAvitt. 

Conspicuous  among  those  who  haATe  served  as 
class-leaders  are  Hugh  Ross,  Richard  Williams, 
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Henry  Beam,  Hiram  Dewitt,  Jonathan  Weeks, 
William  Watson,  Benjamin  Drake,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Smith,  William  Angle,  Rusling  Dewitt.  Hugh  Ross 
was  a local  preacher  of  whom  it  was  said  that  if  he 
had  been  as  powerful  a lawyer  as  he  was  preacher 
he  would  have  made  a wonderful  success. 

Most  prominent  among  the  members  of  the 
Church  have  been : William  Watson,  Benjamin 
Drake,  Jonathan  Doolittle,  Hugh  Ross,  Richard 
Williams,  Airs.  Suitor,  Airs.  Freel,  Airs.  Broadhead, 
Mrs.  Giles,  Samuel  Utter,  Thalia  Utter,  Albert  B. 
Sherman,  Airs.  Sherman,  Benjamin  Sippit,  James 
H.  AIcCarty,  Martin  Culver,  John  B.  Dewitt, 
Charles  Probasco,  Airs.  Alary  Watson,  Hopkins  De- 
witt, Col.  John  Nyce,  Henry  Beam,  Airs.  Beam, 
John  Slack,  Mrs.  Slack,  Henrietta  Slack,  Aloses 
Rockwell,  William  Angle,  William  Watson,  Jr., 
Rusling  Dewitt,  Joseph  Chamberlin,  P.  N.  Bourn- 
ique,  William  Ryman,  Frank  Pletcher,  Airs.  George 
Winsor,  John  M.  Aldrich.  Airs.  Jane  Emmerson  is 
the  eldest  in  length  of  membership,  having  joined 
the  Dingman  charge  in  1838.  Aliss  Nancy  Olmstead 
holds  the  oldest  membership  in  Milford,  having 
joined  the  Church  in  1839.  Airs.  Winsor  united  in 
1841.  H.  B.  Wells,  who  was  born  in  1827,  the 
year  the  first  .church  was  dedicated,  was  converted 
in  1846,  uniting  in  full  membership  in  1847,  and  has 
been  for  fifty-three  years  a most  loyal  and  liberal 
supporter  of  the  Church.  Mrs.  Phoebe  Wells,  wife 
of  H.  B.  Wells,  was  also  a prominent  member.  Two 
brethren  have  gone  from  this  Church  to  preach  the 
Gospel  of  Free  Salvation  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 
They  are  Bartholomew  Weed,  already  referred  to, 
and  William  E.  Palmer,  at  present  stationed  at 
Wesley  Church,  Paterson,  New  Jersey. 

REV.  WARREN  ROBERTS  NEFF,  the  hon- 
ored pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Milford,  Pike  county,  is  a man  whose  labors  in  the 
cause  of  Christ  have  been  singularly  blessed.  The 
Church  of  which  he  now  has  charge  is  largely  at- 
tended, and  the  spiritual  interest  thus  shown  is  ac- 
companied by  a gratifying  interest  in  the  material 
growth  and  development  of  the  Society. 

Air.  Neff  probably  derives  some  of  the  religious 
ardor  which  has  characterized  his  life  from  his  old 
Huguenot  ancestry.  He  belongs  to  the  same 
stock  as  the  famous  Felix  Neff.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Godfried  Neff,  a native  of  Alsace,  was 
a graduate  of  a German  University,  and,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  German  law,  took  up  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker,  but  subsequentlv  became  a farmer  by 
occupation.  He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Caroline  Hoffman,  made  their  home  at  AIo- 
hawk  Hill,  Lewis  Co.,  New  York. 

John  C.  Neff,  our  subject’s  father,  was  engaged 
in  business  for  some  time  as  an  undertaker  and 
cabinet  maker  at  Boonville,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but 
in  April,  1866,  he  removed  to  Passaic,  N.  J.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a contractor  and 
builder  until  his  death,  September  4,  1870.  He  was 
married,  August  21,  1862,  to  Aliss  Christiana  R. 


Kirclmer,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Alarther 
Kirclmer,  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a cabinet  maker  by  trade  and  had  served 
as  a soldier  in  the  German  army.  Our  subject  was 
the  younger  of  two  children ; the  other,  Alary 
Josephine,  is  now  the  wife  of  Gordon  Dunn,  a resi- 
dent of  Passaic,  New  Jersey. 

Rev.  Mr.  Neff  was  born  November  1,  1865,  at 
Boonville,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  not  quite 
five  years  old  when  his  father  died.  The  latter  left 
no  will,  and  the  property  was  lost  through  litigation, 
leaving  the  widowed  mother,  who  was  a cripple,  to 
bring  up  the  children  as  best  she  could.'  The  sad 
experiences  of  his  early  life  developed  in  our  sub- 
ject a precocious  manliness,  and  as  a boy  he  endeav- 
ored to  assist  in  the  maintenance  of  the  little  fam- 
ily. As  soon  as  the  burial  was  over  a summons  was 
issued  against  the  widow  by  the  landlord  for  a year’s 
rent  in  advance,  because  the  family,  on  account  of 
the  funeral,  had  been  detained  in  the  house  a few 
days  beyond  the  term  of  the  lease.  Lawyer  Ward, 
of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  defended  the  widow,  and  the  lad 
was  his  mother’s  constant  escort.  The  lawyer  was 
so  pleased  with  him  that  he  promised  to  make  a 
lawyer  of  him,  and  when  the  lad  had  passed  his 
fifteenth  birthday  Air.  Ward  summoned  him  to  his 
office  and  tried  to  induce  him  to  study  law.  The 
boy  declined,  however,  and  on  telling  his  pastor  of 
his  decision  was  urged  to  study  for  the  ministry. 
This  was  also  declined,  and  then  began  a long  bat- 
tle against  conviction  of  duty,  and  each  new  pas- 
tor, by  a strange  coincidence,  urged  the  same  duty. 
He  was  converted  under  the  preaching  of  Rev. 
(now  Dr.)  J.  W.  Marshall,  and  when  a trifle  over 
fourteen  years  of  age  (in  January,  1880)  joined 
the  Church.  In  October,  1880,  when  not  yet  fifteen, 
he  found  a position  as  errand  boy  for  the  firm  of 
Worten  & Aldrich,  cloth  finishers  in  New  York 
City.  On  January  1,  1882,  he  changed  to  the  posi- 
tion of  errand  boy  for  the  firm  of  Reid  & Barry, 
Passaic,  N.  J.,  known  as  the  Dundee  Dye  & Print 
Works.  In  three  weeks  he  was  promoted  to  the 
post  of  office  boy,  with  increased  salary.  A few 
months  later  he  was  promoted  to  a clerkship,  and 
a little  later  he  passed  one  of  the  clerks  to  a position 
as  bookkeeper,  each  promotion  being  accompanied 
by  an  increase  in  salary.  He  had  occupied  all  but 
the  highest  position  in  the  concern  when  he  left  to 
prepare  for  the  ministry,  in  1889. 

Soon  after  our  subject  united  with  the  Church 
Rev.  (now  Dr.)  C.  S.  Ryman  licensed  him  to  exhort, 
and  in  1891  Rev.  (now  Dr.)  J.  B.  Brady  licensed 
him  as  a local  preacher.  In  April,  1895,  he  was 
ordained  a deacon  by  Bishop  John  F.  Hurst,  and 
in  April,  1899,  was  ordained  an  elder  by  Bishop 
Charles  FI.  Fowler.  In  the  fall  of  1889  he  entered 
Centenary  Collegiate  Institute,  at  Hackettstown,  N. 
J.,  and  completed  in  two  years  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  four-years’  course,  in  1891  graduating  with 
high  honors  in  the  Greek  Scientific  course.  The 
next  fall  he  entered  Wesleyan  University,  at  Aliddle- 
town,  Conn.,  as  a classical  student,  with  only  fifteen 
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dollars  as  a capital  to  work  upon,  but  was  soon  of- 
fered a position  in  a students’  laundry.  He  was 
kept  busy  in  the  mechanical  department  until  it  be- 
came known  that  he  was  an  experienced  bookkeeper, 
when  more  congenial  work  was  found  for  him. 
After  six  months  of  laundry  experience  he  was  in- 
vited to  preach  in  a mission  chapel  at  Long  Hill, 
Conn.,  where  he  continued  his  ministrations  until 
his  graduation  from  college.  The  Sophomore  year 
in  college  found  him  elected  to  the  office  of  steward 
of  an  eating  club,  this  aiding  him  very  materially  in 
paying  his  expenses.  In  the  Junior  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  editor-in-chief  of  the  “Olla 
Podrida,”  the  Junior  publication  of  the  college.  In 
the  Senior  year  he  was  honored  with  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  committee  on  class-day  arrangements. 
In  June,  1895,  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
B.  A.  Just  before  graduating  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Newark  Annual  Conference  and  stationed  at 
Milford,  where  he  is  now  completing  a full  pastorate 
of  five  years.  At  the  Christmas  festivities  of  1899 
the  “Congregation  and  Friends  of  the  Church”  pre- 
sented him  with  a beautiful  gold  watch  as  a testi- 
monial of  their  love  and  respect. 

On  September  26,  1895,  Mr.  Neff  was  married, 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Passaic,  N.  J., 
to  Miss  Harriet  Alverson  Clarke,  a young  lady 
who  had  been  his  friend  and  confidant  from  child- 
hood, and  whose  qualities  of  character  admirably 
fitted  her  for  the  arduous  and  important  duties  of  a 
minister's  wife. 

CAPT.  HENRY  P.  KELLAM  needs  no  spe- 
cial introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume. 
He  was  one  of  Wayne  county’s  most  distinguished 
soldiers  during  the  Civil  war,  and  has  since  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial interests  of  the  community,  taking  an  act- 
ive part  in  its  upbuilding  and  progress.  He  is  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  of  Little  Equinunk,  and 
has  been  the  popular  postmaster  at  that  place  since 
1890. 

The  Captain  was  born  in  Little  Equinunk, 
Wayne  county,  December  15,  1835,  a son  of  Jacob 
and  Hannah  (Pierce)  Kellam.  The  father  was  born 
in  Milford,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1795,  and  was  one 
of  a large  family  of  children,  all  born  in  Milford, 
who,  however,  became  residents  of  Wayne  county, 
where  they  reared  their  families.  Their  names  and 
dates  of  birth  are  as  follows  : Peter,  1785  ; John,i7S7  ; 
Phebe,  1790;  George,  1792;  Jacob,  1795;  Sarah, 
1797;  William,  1799;  and  Jephthah,  1803. 

In  1818  Jacob  Kellam  married  Hannah  Pierce, 
and  by  canoe  they  moved  to  Little  Equinunk,  where 
he  purchased  several  thousand  acres  of  land,  and 
erected  two  sawmills  on  the  Delaware  river,  at  the 
mouth  of  Little  Equinunk  creek.  He  made  many 
improvements  at  that  place,  building  houses  and 
barns,  and  clearing  over  300  acres  of  land,  which 
he  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was 
the  principal  business,  man  of  his  section,  and  one  of 
the  most  generous  and  enterprising  citizens  of 


Wayne  county.  He  was  instrumental  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  old  State  road,  leading  from  Philadelphia 
to  Hale’s  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  on  the  Delaware  river.  Al- 
though he  had  no  advantages  of  education,  he  ac- 
quired through  his  extensive  business  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  men  and  affairs,  as  well  as  of  business 
methods,  and,  possessing  a wonderful  memory,  he 
was  able  to  transact  a large  amount  of  business 
without  the  use  of  books.  It  has  been  said  of  him 
that,  without  a note  or  figure  on  books,  he  could 
settle  correctly  any  business  done  during  the  year. 
His  generosity  and  liberality  were  well  known  and 
appreciated  throughout  this  entire  section  of  the 
State,  especially  among  men  with  whom  he  had 
dealings,  and  among  the  poor  whom  he  had  aided. 
He  continued  in  active  business  until  his  death,  in 
1868.  His  wife  died  in  1876.  Both  were  devout 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
were  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  them. 
In  their  family  were  fourteen  children,  eleven  of 
whom  reached  maturity : ( 1 ) William  T.,  born  in 
Wayne  county,  in  1819,  near  the  old  homestead,  re- 
ceived a good  common-school  education,  and  lo- 
cated at  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  lum- 
bering and  farming,  being  one  of  the  successful 
business  men  of  that  region.  In  1850  he  married 
Jane  Huntingdon,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
he  died  in  1889,  his  wife  passing  away  some  time 
previously,  leaving  no  children.  (2)  Jephthah,  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  1820,  married  Alvira  Par- 
sons, of  Franklin,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
mained on  the  old  home  farm  for  some  years,  while 
following  lumbering.  Later  he  purchased  a large 
tract  of  land  at  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  and  on  selling 
out,  some  years  afterward,  he  returned  to  Wayne 
county,  where  he  purchased  and  improved  a large 
farm.  However,  his  last  days  were  passed  in  Long 
Eddy,  where  he  died,  in  1879,  having  survived  his 
wife  some  years.  Their  children  were  Timothy, 
Milton  and  Jacob,  all  residents  of  Binghamton,  N. 
Y. ; Hannah,  wife  of  Austin  Sherwood,  of  Equi- 
nunk, Penn.;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Gale  Young,  of 
New  London,  Conn. ; Mary,  wife  of  Nathan  Bil- 
lings, of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Marshie,  wife  of 
Cyrus  Peek,  of  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y. ; Emily,  wife  of 
Ed  Corken,  of  Connecticut ; Katie,  who  is  married, 
and  lives  in  Connecticut ; and  Hattie,  who  is  single, 
and  lives  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (3)  Betsy  J.,  born 
in  Wayne  county,  in  1822,  is  unmarried,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y.  (4)  Barrilla,  born  at 
or  near  Little  Equinunk,  in  1825,  is  unmarried,  and 
is  one  of  the  prominent  and  refined  ladies  of  that 
place.  (5)  Peter,  born  in  1828,  at  or  near  Little 
Equinunk,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  is 
now  located  in  Manchester  township,  where  he  has 
been  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in 
the  143rd  N.  \.  A . I.,  was  with  Sherman  on  the 
famous  march  to  the  sea,  and  was  left  a cripple,  be- 
ing wounded  at  the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain. 
He  is  unmarried . (6)  Lodusky,  born  on  the 

old  homestead,  in  1831,  married  Thomas  J. 
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Barnes,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  extensive 
lumbermen  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  who  was 
killed  by  a railroad  train  at  one  of  his  mills, 
in  1872.  She  died  in  1880,  leaving  three  cbii- 
dren — Jacob,  who  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
tobacco  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Betsy,  wife  of 
George  Spence,  a glass-blower  of  Honesdale ; and 
Berrella,  who  makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 

(7)  David,  born  in  1833,  married  Sylvania  Brisack, 
of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.  When  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the  56th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  under 
Col.  C.  H.  Van  Wyck,  was  in  the  service  three  years, 
and  when  hostilities  ceased  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Beaufort,  S.  C.  He  made  his  home,  at 
Little  Equinunk,  where  he  died  in  1895,  leaving 
a wife  and  three  children — Grace,  now  the  wife 
of  George  C.  Abraham,  of  Paterson,  N.  J. ; Lena, 
R.,  wife  of  Victor  Sweesey,  of  the  same  place;  and 
C.  W.,  who  married  a Miss  Clark,  and  is  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building  at  Islip,  Long  Island. 

(8)  Henry  P.,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch, 
is  next  in  the  family.  (9)  Ellen  G..  born  in  1838, 
is  the  wife  of  Jerry  Cramer,  of  Slateford,  N.  J.. 
and  they  have  three  children — Jerry,  Hannah  and 
Sherman.  (10)  Frances  A.,  born  in  1844,  is  the 
wife  of  Jasper  H.  Lord,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (11) 
Preston,  born  in  1847,  wedded  Mary  Smith,  of  De- 
posit, N.  Y.,  and  they  reside  at  Long  Eddy,  that 
State,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Fannie,  Mrs.  Dresser,  who  lives  near  De- 
posit; and  Fenton  and  Wallace  H.,  both  at  home. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Capt.  Kellam 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  _ schools  of  Oxford, 
Franklin  and  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  acquiring  an 
excellent  education.  He  then  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business,  with  his  father,  until  September,  1861, 
when  he  decided  to  strike  a blow  in  defense  of  the 
Union.  He  assisted  in  raising  a company  in  Wayne 
county,  which  was  assigned  to  the  56th  N.  Y.  V. 
I.,  under  Col.  C.  H.  Van  Wyck,  and  he  was  made 
lieutenant  of  same.  In  November,  1862,  he  was 
commissioned  first  lieutenant  of  sharp-shooters,  and 
later  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain.  In  the 
Peninsular  campign,  of  that  year,  he  was  under 
Gen.  McClellan,  at  the  battles  of  Williamsburg, 
White  Oak  Swamp,  Fair  Oaks  and  Bottom's 
Bridge,  and  with  the  army  retreated  to  Harri- 
son's Landing.  In  the  fall  of  1862  they  took 
transports  for  Newbern,  N.  C.,  under  Gen.  Hun- 
ter, and  in  February,  1863,  proceeded  to  Hilton 
Head,  S.  C.  Capt.  Kellam  took  part  in  the  siege 
of  Yorktown,  and  was  on  picket  duty  at  Beaufort, 
where  an  engagement  was  finally  brought  on.  He 
was  also  in  the  skirmish  at  John’s  Island,  Charles- 
ton, in  the  fall  of  1864,  and  while  there  sent  in  his 
resignation,  which  was  accepted  October  3,  1864,  on 
account  of  physical  disability. 

The  Captain  then  purchased  a plantation  near 
Beaufort,  S.  C.,  where  he  engaged  in  raising  cotton 
for  three  years,  selling  his  product  for  $2  per  pound, 
and  making  a large  profit  on  the  investment.  In 
the  spring  of  1867  he  sold  his  property  to  Wood  & 


Winslow,  of  Boston,  and  returned  to  the  old  home 
in  Wayne  county,  where  he  has  since  successfully 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  merchandising.  He  also 
conducted  a hotel  in  Equinunk  for  some  years.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  he  has  done  much  to  advance 
the  business  interests  of  the  community  along  var- 
ious lines,  and  in  this  way  has  materially  promoted 
the  welfare  of  his  town  and  county.  His  name  is 
a synonym  for  honorable  business  dealing,  he  is 
always  mentioned  among  the  valued  citizens  of 
the  community,  and  he  has  ever  cheerfully  given 
his  support  to  those  enterprises  that  tend  to  public 
development.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  in  1890,  during  President  Harrison's  admin- 
istration, he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Little 
Equinunk,  a position  he  is  still  filling  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  has  also  held  the 
office  of  supervisor. 

ALONZO  PERRY,  who  owns  and  operates 
a fine  farm  in  Jackson  township,  is  a native  of 
Susquehanna  county,  born  in  Gibson  township,  in 
June,  1821,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Betsy  (Chan- 
dler) Perry,  the  former  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
the  latter  of  Gibson  township.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Dr.  Robert  Chandler,  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  from  one  of  the  New  England  States  at  an 
early  day.  In  early  life  the  father  lived  for  some  time 
in  Gibson  township,  but  after  his  marriage,  in  1829, 
he  moved  to  the  present  home  of  our  subject  in 
Jackson  township.  In  the  midst  of  the  forest  he 
built  a log  cabin,  which  in  later  years  was  replaced 
by  a frame  residence.  He  cleared  100  acres  of  his 
land,  which  is  now  under  excellent  cultivation.  The 
productiveness  of  his  farm  is  shown  by  the  won- 
derful growth  of  a white  pine  tree,  which  he  plant- 
ed, and  which  when  cut  down  by  our  subject  a few 
years  ago  was  sawed  into  1,000  feet  of  good  lum- 
ber, besides  thirteen  cords  of  stove  wood.  His  wife, 
who  was  a member  of  the  Universalist  Church  and  a 
good  Christian  woman,  died  upon  the  farm  in  1865  ; 
he  survived  her  some  years,  passing  away  in  1877, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  He  was  an  industrious, 
honest  farmer,  who  became  quite  well-to-do  and 
commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  never  took  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a family  of  six 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows:  (2)  Oliver, 

born  in  Gibson,  in  1823,  married  Ann  Walker,  of  the 
same  township,  and  located  near  his  father’s  old 
home  in  Jackson  township.  He  is  still  one  of  the 
prosperous  farmers  of  that  section.  With  him  re- 
sides his  only  son,  Danford.  (3)  Lucy  A.,  born  in 
Gibson,  married  Emory  Barrett,  of  Jackson,  who  is 
now  deceased,  but  she  resides  on  the  Barrett  farm 
in  New  Milford.  Her  children  are  Friend,  a resi- 
dent of  Oregon ; Devinca,  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Pearl ; and  Prof.  Henry,  a 
resident  of  New  Milford.  (4)  Emaline,  born  in 
Jackson,  is  the  wife  of  William  Rice,  of  New  Mil- 
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ford,  and  has  four  children,  Henry,  Bird,  Frank 
and  Ida.  (5)  Orson  R.,  born  in  Jackson,  married 
Elvira  Corse,  of  Jackson,  and  located  in  New  Mil- 
ford, where  he  was  killed  by  the  kick  of  a horse. 
(6)  C.  C.,  born  in  Jackson,  married  first  Elizabeth 
Dutcher,  who  died  leaving'  one  daughter,  Myra, 
now  the  wife  of  Fred  S.  Butterfield,  of  Jackson, 
and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Julia  Lewis,  by 
whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Edith,  now  Mrs.  Whit- 
ney, of  Thompson.  C.  C.  Perry  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Thompson  township. 

Alonzo  Perry  grew  to  manhood  in  Jackson 
township.  His  educational  privileges  were  rather 
limited,  he  attending  school  only  through  the  winter 
months  for  a few  years.  In  1843  he  married  Miss 
Phebe  Williams,  of  New  Milford,  a daughter  of 
Gordon  and  Betsy  Williams  ,natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  they  began  their  domestic  life  in  New  Mil- 
ford, where  he  owned  property.  Three  children 
were  born  to  them,  namely:  (1)  E.  O.,  born  in 

New  Milford,  in  1844,  served  in  the  U.  S.  navy 
during  the  Civil  war.  He  married  Malvina  But- 
terfield, of  Jackson,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Butter- 
field, a prominent  citizen  of  Jackson  township,  for- 
merly of  Vermont,  and  they  located  on  his  father’s 
farm,  where  E.  O.  is  engaged  in  business  as  a car- 
riage and  wagon  manufacturer.  Their  children 
are  Cora;  and  Will  A.,  who  married  Grace  Bryant, 
of  Jackson,  and  follows  farming  in  Jackson  town- 
ship. (2)  Betsy  died  in  childhood.  (3)  Jane 
is  the  wife  of  John  Benson,  of  Jackson.  The  chil- 
dren were  educated  in  the  Jackson  schools  and  are 
now  prominent  citizens  of  that  township. 

In  1852,  during  the  gold  excitement  in  Califor- 
nia, Mr.  Perry,  in  company  with  Benjamin  Boyel, 
went  to  the  Pacific  slope.  At  New  York  they  took 
passage  on  the  “Grecian,"  a sailing  vessel,  which 
stopped  first  at  Rio  Janeiro,  Brazil,  and  from  there 
proceeded  to  Valparaiso,  Chili,  and  on  to  San  Fran- 
cisco. From  that  city  they  went  to  Sacramento 
and  to  the  mines  of  Alvon.  They  were  engaged  in 
placer  mining  on  what  was  known  as  the  American 
river,  in  the  employ  of  a company,  receiving  $100 
per  month  with  board  for  six  months,  when  the 
rainy  season  stopped  all  work  at  the  mines.  Sub- 
sequently they  drifted  to  different  mines  along  the 
coast  and  followed  prospectinp-  at  Ma'rysville,  where 
they  struck  gold  in  paying  quantifies.  Leaving 
there  in  July,  1854,  they  went  to  Nevada  county, 
where  they  were  taken  sick  with  fever  and  ague. 
Being  obliged  to  give  up  work,  they  returned  to 
San  Francisco,  where  they  boarded  a steamer  for 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  On  mules  they  crossed  the 
stretch  of  land  to  Lake  Nicaraugua  and  by  water 
to  Greytown,  on  the  Atlantic,  where  they  took  a 
steamer  for  New  York.  After  reaching  home  Mr. 
Perry  conducted  a boarding  house  in  Susquehanna 
for  one  year,  and  then  purchased  a part  of  his  fa- 
ther’s old  farm,  on  which  he  now  resides.  He  has 
erected  good  buildings  upon  the  place  and  now  has 
one  of  the  best  improved  and  most  highly  cultivated 
farms  of  the  community.  In  connection  with  farm- 


ing he  has  also  engaged  in  stone  work  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  At  the  polls  Mr.  Perry  usually  sup- 
ports the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  been  elected 
to  the  office  of  road  master.  He  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Society,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Universalist  Church.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  well  known  and  highly  respected,  and  no 
couple  in  the  community  are  more  deserving  the 
esteem  in  which  they  are  held. 

ULYSSES  GRANT  GRUVER  is  the  well- 
known  and  popular  proprietor  of  “Hotel  Way  mart,” 
at  Waymart,  Wayne  county.  The  hotel  was  for- 
merly the  old  Patterson  homestead,  a large  three- 
story  structure,  pleasantly  located  2,300  feet  above 
sea  level,  and  is  neat  and  comfortably  furnished. 
It  has  become  quite  a favorite  with  the  traveling 
public  and  has  therefore  secured  a liberal  patronage. 

A native  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Graver  was, 
born  August  15,  1865,  in  Hanover  township,  Lu- 
zerne county,  a son  of  Wesley  C.  and  Mary  M. 
(Line)  Graver.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
John  Graver,  a native  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  and 
a farmer  by  occupation.  He  married  Margaret 
Thomas,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years, 
and  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Wanamie,  Luzerne 
county.  Of  their  children,  John  A.  (deceased)  was 
engaged  in  hotel  keeping  throughout  his  active 
business  life ; Lee  D.,  a colonel  in  the  Union  army, 
was  killed  during  the  second  day  of  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg;  Aaron  (deceased)  was  a miner  by  oc- 
cupation ; Martha  married  Zachariah  Kemerrer  and 
lives  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Elizabeth  is  the  wife 
of  John  Sorber,  who  is  with  the  L.  & H.  Coal  Co., 
at  Wanamie ; Frances  is  the  wife  of  C.  V.  Line,  a 
farmer  of  White  Pigeon,  Mich. ; and  Wesley  C. 
completes  the  family. 

The  father  of  our  subect  was  born  in  Newport 
township,  Luzerne  county,  February  10,  1842,  and 
is  now  a resident  of  Wanamie,  where  for  seventeen 
years  he  had  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  but  at 
present  is  foreman  of  a crew  of  men  engaged  in 
building  a bridge  and  culvert  for  the  L.  & W.  B.  Coal 
Co.  He  at  one  time  conducted  the  “What  Cheer” 
House,  which  derived  its  name  from  being  located 
on  a cross  road  where  the  people  would  always 
stop  to  gain  information  as  to  their  right  direction. 
For  three  years  he  also  conducted  the  Columbia 
Hotel,  at  Lehman,  Luzerne  county.  He  is  a stanch 
Democrat  in  politics  and  has  been  called  upon  to 
serve  in  several  township  offices.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  She  was  born  in  Hanover  township,  Lu- 
zerne county,  in  1847,  and  at  her  death  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Wanamie  cemetery.  Ulysses  Grant  is 
the  eldest  of  their  children : Butler  D.  is  with  our 
subject;  Daisy  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years; 
Grade  is  a milliner  of  Wilkes  Barre ; and  Yernie 
and  Edgar  G.  are  both  deceased. 

On  the  home  farm  Ulysses  Grant  Graver  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  until  seventeen  years  of 
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age,  when  he  went  to  Nanticoke,  Luzerne  county, 
where  he  worked  for  Abram  Jacobs,  a stove  mer- 
chant, for  four  months,  and  then  was  employed  in 
David  Williams’  hotel  for  four  years.  Going  to 
Wilkes  Barre,  he  clerked  in  the  clothing  store  of 
Simon  Long  for  four  years  and  nine  months,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Nanticoke,  purchasing  the 
Nanticoke  Hotel,  which  he  conducted  for  a year  and 
a half.  On  selling  out  he  came  to  Waymart  and 
took  charge  of  his  present  house. 

On  May  12,  1891,  Mr.  Gruver  was  married,  in 
Nanticoke,  to  Miss  Jessie  George,  Rev.  G.  G.  Meade, 
a Presbyterian  minister,  officiating.  One  son  blesses 
this  union : Clarence  Leon.  Mrs.  Gruver  was  born 
in  Nanticoke  January  3,  1871,  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Ann  C.  (Croop)  George,  natives  of  Nanti- 
coke and  Alden,  Luzerne  county,  respectively. 
Both  died  in  the  former  place,  the  father  February 
14,  1889,  aged  sixty-six  years,  the  mother  six 
months  later.  They  were  faithful  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  most  estimable  people.  As 
a Democrat  he  took  quite  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  local  political  affairs,  and  capably  filled  a 
number  of  minor  offices.  In  early  life  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a boatman,  later  engaged  in  farming,  and 
for  twenty  years  prior  to  his  death  lived  retired. 
His  children  were  Henry  (deceased)  ; Edward,  a 
merchant  of  Nanticoke ; Lydia,  wife  of  D.  N.  Alex- 
ander, a merchant  of  Nanticoke,  where  he  served 
as  postmaster  for  many  years ; Jennie,  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Lueder,  also  a merchant  of  Nanticoke;  and  Jes- 
sie, wife  of  our  subject.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Politically  Mr.  Gruver  ad- 
heres to  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
while  living  in  Newport  township,  Luzerne  county, 
he  efficiently  served  as  auditor.  He  has  met  with  a 
fair  degree  of  success  in  liis  undertakings  as  a busi- 
ness man,  and  as  a citizen  commands  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

CHARLES  H.  NORRIS,  station  agent  at 
Honesdale  for  the  Erie  railroad,  may  justly  take 
pride  in  the  high  standing  which  he  has  won  in 
that  community.  His  worth  is  recognized  not  only 
by  the  corporation  of  which  he  is  a trusted  em- 
ploye, but  by  the  general  public,  to  whom  his  effi- 
cient discharge  of  duty  and  unfailing  courtesy  have 
commended  him. 

He  was  born  March  7,  1862,  at  Deckertown,  N. 
J.,  but  his  family  was  identified  in  earlier  times  with 
the  Empire  State.  His  father,  Charles  B.  Norris, 
who  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1833,  was 
married  in  Salem,  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  to  Miss 
Hannah  M.  Sullivan,  a native  of  Piermont,  N.  Y., 
born  in  1839.  For  some  years  after  their  marriage 
they  remained  at  Salem,  but  later  thev  settled  at 
Deckertown,  where  the  father  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural work.  In  1867  he  entered  the  employ  of  a rail- 
road as  a brakeman,  locating  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y., 
where  he  resided  until  1883.  He  has  since  made 
his  home  at  Greenville,  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  wdrere 
he  is  engaged  in  farming.  His  estimable  wife 


passed  to  the  unseen  life  on  February  4,  1875,  her 
remains  being  interred  at  Port  Jervis.  Our  subject 
was  one  of  a family  of  ten  children.  (1)  John,  who 
was  born  at  Salem,  N.  J.,  now  resides  at  Hones- 
dale; he  married  Miss  Grace  Haff,  of  New  York 
City,  and  has  seven  children — Edgar,  Stockton,  Irv- 
ing, Grace,  Howard,  Herbert,  and  Ralph.  (2) 
George,  born  at  Salem,  resides  at  Jersey  City,  where 
he  is  employed  as  yard  master  for  the  Central  rail- 
road of  New  Jersey;  he  married  Miss  Minnie 
Hunterton,  of  Port  Jervis,  and  has  one  son — James 
H.  (3)  Charles  H.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  (4)  James  E.,  born  at  Goshen,  N.  Y., 
resides  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  is  the  proprietor  of 
a large  pottery  in  that  city.  He  married  Miss  Annie 
Heitzman,  of  Port  Jervis.  (5)  Avery  C.,  born  at 
Goshen,  N.  Y.,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  was  employed  as  a clerk 
in  a real  estate  office.  (6)  Theodore  died  in  in- 
fancy at  Tafton,  Pike  county,  Penn.  (7)  Etta, 
born  at  Tafton,  Penn.,  married  George  Bailey,  an 
employe  in  a tannery  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  they 
have  two  children.  (8)  Hattie,  who  was  born  at 
Port  Jervis,  died  there  in  infancy.  (9)  Bradner, 
born  at  Port  Jervis,  is  a conductor  on  the  Central 
railroad  of  New  Jersey,  and  resides  at  Jersey  City. 
(10)  Alfred,  born  at  Port  Jervis,  resides  in  Jersey 
City  and  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Central  railroad  of 
New  Jersey. 

Our  subject's  education  was  begun  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Port'  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  later,  after 
beginning  his  work  as  a bread-winner,  he  attended 
the  night  schools  of  New  York  City,  where  he  re- 
mained from  1874  to  1879,  learning  the  trade  of 
locksmith  and  bell  hanger.  In  1879  he  went  West, 
spending  some  time  in  Colorado  in  mining,  rail- 
way construction  and  cattle  herding,  and  afterward 
making  an  extended  trip  through  New  Mexico 
and  Texas  to  old  Mexico.  On  his  return 
to  Uncle  Sam’s  dominions  he  engaged  in  mining 
in  Arizona  and  California,  spending  about  a year, 
then  went  to  Los  Angeles.  In  April,  1881,  he 
went  back  to  New  York  City,  and,  after  work- 
ing for  a short  time  on  the  eastern  division  of 
the  Erie  railroad,  he  spent  a year  at  his  trade  with 
his  old  employer,  Charles  F.  Thorn.  He  next  en- 
gaged in  business  on  his  own  account  in  New  York 
as  a locksmith,  but  in  1883  he'  sold  out  and  entered 
the  service  of  the  Erie  railroad  as  a brakeman,  con- 
tinuing until  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  left 
arm  while  coupling  cars  at  Deposit,  N.  Y.  On  his 
recovery  he  took  a position  as  night  caller  at  Port 
Jervis,  which  he  held  until  1885,  and  in  the  mean- 
time he  learned  telegraphy.  For  one  year  he  served 
as  operator  on  the  Delaware  division  and  Jefferson 
branch,  at  Port  Jervis,  and  in  1886  he  was  promoted 
to  an  agency  on  the  Honesdale  branch,  where  he 
remained  until  1802,  and  since  that  time  he  has  held 
his  present  position  at  the  Erie  station  in  Honesdale. 
While  he  is  not  especially  active  in  political  work, 
he  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a Baptist, 
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his  wife  being  a member  of  the  Church  at  Hones- 
dalc. 

In  June,  1891,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie 
Thurston,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Alfred 
and  Catherine  Thurston,  prominent  residents  of 
that  city.  Her  family  is  of  good  old  English  stock 
and  her  grandfather,  Nathaniel  Thurston,  was  one 
of  the  wealthy  business  men  of  New  York  City  in 
his  day.  For  some  time  after  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Norris  made  their  home  at  Glen  Eyre,  but 
later  removed  to  Honesdale.  They  have  had  five 
bright  children:  Gladys,  born  at  Glen  Eyre  in  1892; 
Flossie,  born  at  Honesdale  in  1893 ; Charles,  who 
died  at  Honesdale,  in  infancy ; Alfred,  who  was  born 
at  Honesdale  in  1897;  and  Marion,  born  at  Hones- 
dale in  1899. 

HON.  WILLIAM  E.  MAXEY,  a leading  mer- 
chant at  South  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
well  known  throughout  Pennsylvania  as  an  active 
and  efficient  worker  in  the  Republican  party.  In 
his  own  locality  he  is  very  popular,  has  frequently 
been  chosen  to  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  and 
has  served  ably  for  two  terms  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr.  Maxey’s  family  is  of  German  origin,  the 
name  being  derived  from  Maximilian.  At  an  early 
period  three  brothers  of  the  name  went  to  Wales, 
and  our  subject's  father,  George  Maxey,  and  grand- 
father, William  Maxey,  were  born  in  that  country. 
William  Maxey  was  a miner  by  occupation.  He 
came  to  America  in  1832,  locating  at  Carbondale, 
Penn.,  where  he  died  in  1859,  aged  seventy-six 
years,  and  his  wife,  Jane  (Jones),  died  at  the  home 
of  their  son  George  in  Olyphant,  Penn.,  in  1863, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Daniel,  William,  John,  Mary  (Mrs.  Evan 
Morgan),  David,  George  and  Edwin,  George  being 
the  only  one  now  living. 

George  Maxey,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
October  20,  1821,  and  now  resides  in  Forest  City, 
Penn.  He  became  well  known  as  an  expert  min- 
ing operator,  being  employed  as  a foreman  for  twen- 
ty years,  and  also  opened  mines  on  contract  in 
various  places,  but  in  1870  he  retired  from  active 
business.  On  February  14,  1841,  he  was  married, 
in  Beaver  Meadows,  to  Miss  Mary  Daniels,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Daniels,  of  Neath,  South  Wales, 
who  came  to  America  in  1833,  and  granddaughter 
of  Thomas  and  Gwinnie  Daniels,  life-long  residents 
of  Wales.  Her  mother,  Jane  (Gibbs),  was  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Gwinnie  Gibbs,  who  spent  their 
married  life  on  a farm  in  South  Wales.  George  and 
Mary  Maxey  had  seven  children,  viz.:  Edwin,  born 
November  9,  1842,  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  died  aged 
one  year  and  six  weeks ; William  E.,  born  November 
19,  1844,  is  mentioned  below;  Jane,  born  in  Beaver 
Meadows,  Penn.,  June  20,  1846,  died  February  14, 
1848;  Benjamin,  born  in  Beaver  Meadows,  Septem- 
ber 10,  1849,  resides  in  Forest  City;  May  J.,  born 
in  Beaver  Meadows,  August  4,  1854,  married  John 
Pritchard,  of  South  Gibson,  and  died  February  15, 


1887;  George  E.,  born  in  Beaver  Meadows,  May  19, 
1857,  married  Gertrude  Stannard,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  mining  at  Forest  City;  John,  born  in 
Audenried,  Penn.,  January  10,  i860,  married  Ma- 
riah  Penticost,  and  is  employed  as  an  engineer  in 
mines  at  Forest  City. 

William  E.  Maxey  was  but  six  months  old 
when  his  parents  settled  at  Beaver  Meadows,  and 
there  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  were  spent. 
He  attended  school  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twelve,  when  he  began  working  in  mines  and  coal 
breakers,  and  from  1868  to  1877  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  management  of  a farm  in  Gibson  town- 
ship. Meantime  he  attended  Franklin  Academy, 
Harford,  one  term,  and  also  studied  one  term  at 
Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston,  Penn.  In  1877  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  South  Gibson 
under  the  firm  name  of  Maxey  & Reynolds,  and  he 
purchased  his  partner’s  interest  in  1881,  the  business 
having  since  been  conducted  successfully  in  his  own 
name.  In  November,  1886,  and  again,  in  1889, 
be  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  among 
the  various  local  offices  which  he  has  held  are  those 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  school  director,  and  town- 
ship clerk.  He  is  now  serving  his  third  term  and 
tenth  year  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  his  second 
term  was  interrupted  by  his  election  as  representa- 
tive. In  religious  faith  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maxey  and 
their  family  are  Methodists,  and  for  five  years  he 
has  served  as  class  leader. 

On  September  6,  1879,  Mr.  Maxey  was  mar- 
ried, at  South  Gibson,  to  Mrs.  Emma  J.  (Harding) 
Howard,  and  they  have  two  children,  viz. : Mary  L., 
wife  of  Prof.  C.  W.  Michaels,  of  South  Gibson ; 
and  William  Earle,  now  at  home.  Mrs.  Maxey, 
who  is  highly  esteemed  among  a large  circle  of 
friends,  was  born  August  4,  1850,  at  Providence, 
Lackawanna  (then  Luzerne)  county,  and  was  first 
married  to  Clark  Howard,  a native  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  a son  of  Asa  and 
Sophia  Fredrica  Howard,  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  resided 
in  Gibson  township,  where  he  died  in  1870,  aged 
twenty-five  years.  Of  the  two  children  born  to  this 
marriage,  Clark  A.,  a machinist  and  mine  engineer 
at  Forest  City,  married  Eva  Kline;  and  Vinnie  M. 
is  the  wife  of  William  G.  Conrad,  a merchant  of 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Maxey’s  ancestors  in  the  paternal  line 
were  of  English  stock,  but  her  maternal  ancestors 
were  of  French  extraction.  Her  grandparents, 
James  and  Elizabeth  (McNamara)  Harding,  were 
natives  of  Connecticut.  Her  great-grandfather  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Luke  Harding, 
father  of  Mrs.  Maxey,  was  born  and  reared  in  Ben- 
ton township,  Luzerne  county,  and  was  married 
there  to  Louisa  Brazie.  In  1863  he  removed  to 
Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  for  many  years,  later  going  West, 
and  on  October  10,  1891,  he  was  murdered  in  Silver- 
bow  county,  Mont.,  probably  by  robbers.  He  and 
his  wife,  who  died  in  Lenox  township,  in  1867, 
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aged  thirty-six  years,  were  consistent  members  of 
the  7 1.  E.  Church.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren Orlando  B.,  a farmer  in  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county;  Emma  J.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Mary  E.,  who  married  George  Lawrence,  a 
farmer  in  Lenox  township;  John  F.,  who  was  killed 
in  1887,  in  Michigan,  by  a fall  from  a scaffold,  while 
at  work ; Susan  A.,  who  married  Henry  Scott,  a 
carpenter,  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  James  M.,  a ranch- 
man in  Montana  ; Judson  N.  (twin  of  James) , a resi- 
dent of  New  Milford ; William  N.,  an  engineer,  who 
died  in  Montana,  in  the  spring  of  1898;  Amelia  L., 
who  died  aged  fourteen  years ; and  Alida  E.,  wife 
of  Alonzo  Miles,  a merchant  in  Lenox  township. 

OSCAR  DEVINE,  a well-known  farmer  of 
Rush  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  was  born 
June  14,  1859,  in  the  house  where  he  now  resides, 
it  being  situated  at  that  time  twelve  rods  from  its 
present  site.  His  parents,  Daniel  H.  and  Eliza 
(Lott)  Devine,  were  also  natives  of  Susquehanna 
county,  the  former  born  in  Rush  township,  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1823,  the  latter  in  Auburn  township,  April 
5,  1828,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  March 
22,  1848.  The  father,  who  was  quite  a prominent 
farmer  and  influential  citizen  of  his  community,  was 
called  upon  to  serve  in  several  township  offices,  in- 
cluding those  of  constable,  collector  and  supervisor, 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  which  stood  a short  distance 
from  his  home,  and  of  which  he  was  a trustee.  He 
died  at  the  present  home  of  our  subject,  October 
5,  1884,  his  wife  on  the  3rd  of  December,  following, 
and  both  were  buried  in  Devine  Ridge  cemetery, 
Rush  township.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a 
Republican.  In  his  family  were  four  children, 
namely:  A.  Lott,  born  October  23,  1849,  married 

Ada  V.  Beebe,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Rush 
township;  A.  Wayne,  born  December  19,  1854,  died 
September  2,  1857;  Oscar  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  and  J.  Warren,  born  November  1,  1862,  died 
September  2,  1885. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
George  and  Susan  (Haverly)  Devine,  natives  of 
Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  who  became  acquainted 
and  were  married  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  through- 
out the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  grandfather 
was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a private  of  the 
war  of  1812.  He  died  in  March,  1882,  aged  eighty- 
seven  years,  his  wife  in  November,  1847,  aged  fifty- 
two  years.  Their  children  were  Mary  A.,  deceased 
wife  of  Daniel  Seely ; Daniel  H.,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; Sally,  widow  of  Smith  James,  a farmer  of 
Rush  township ; John,  deceased,  who  first  married 
Elizabeth  White,  and  second  Hulda  White ; J.  Par- 
ker, a resident  of  Rush  township,  who  is  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  volume ; Norman,  a farmer  of 
Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who  mar- 
ried Betsy  A.  Carter;  and  George  W.,  a farmer  of 
Rush  township,  who  married  Adeline  Whittaker. 

Oscar  Devine  was  reared  upon  his  present  farm, 


and  since  large  enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  he 
has  aided  in  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  Since 
his  father's  death  he  has  had  complete  charge  of 
the  same  and  he  has  ever  displayed  remarkable 
business  ability  in  its  management.  His  political 
support  is  always  given  the  Republican  party  and 
its  principles,  and  for  the  past  two  years  he  has 
most  efficiently  served  as  school  director  of  his  town- 
ship. Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Grange. 

In  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  March  3,  1886,  Mr. 
Devine  married  Miss  Hattie  E.  Whittaker,  by  whom 
he  has  one  son,  Roy  W.  Mrs.  Devine  was  born  in 
Eairdale,  Susquehanna  county,  December  11,  1867, 
a daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Mary  J.  (McKeeby) 
Whittaker,  also  natives  of  Susquehanna  county, 
where  they  were  married  September  23,  1865,  and 
continued  to  reside  until  1874,  when  they  removed 
to  a place  near  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  The  father  was 
born  November  14,  1837,  and  died  January  27, 
.1890,  after  several  years  spent  in  retirement  from 
active  labor  on  account  of  ill  health,  his  remains  be- 
ing interred  at  Binghamton.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  was  a true  and  faithful  Christian, 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His 
widow,  who  was  born  February  27,  1838,  is  now 
living  with  her  daughter  in  Binghamton.  To  them 
were  born  four  children : Hattie  E.,  wife  of  our 

subject;  Chauncey  H.,  a resident  of  Binghamton; 
Carrie  B.  and  William  A.,  twins,  the  former  now 
the  wife  of  Milo  J.  Barnes,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
milk  business  near  Binghamton,  and  the  latter  who 
died  young.  Mrs.  Devine’s  paternal  grandparents 
were  Clark  and  Catherine  (Beardsley)  Whittaker, 
natives  of  Connecticut. 

THOMAS  KANE,  a well-known  and  highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  was  for  many  years  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  locality, 
but  is  now  living  retired,  while  his  sons  carry  on  the 
work  which  he  began.  He  was  born  in  Ireland,  in 
1829,  a son  of  Michael  and  Ellen  Kane,  who  in  1845 
emigrated  with  their  family  from  that  country  to 
America  and  located  near  Lake  Como,  in  Bucking- 
ham township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  spent 
their  last  vears  upon  a farm.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  all  born  in  Ireland.  ^ (1) 
Bridget  married  Michael  Clune  and  died  in  Wayne 
county,  leaving  a family.  (2)  Margaret  is  the  wife 
of  a Mr.  Moran,  of  Hawley,  Penn.,  and  they  have 
six  children— Thomas,  Michael,  Edward,  Mary, 
Annie,  and  Bridget.  Mary  married  Daniel  Mc- 
Graw,  of  Wayne  county,  now  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y., 
and  thev  have'  one  son,  John  McGraw,  of  Port  Jerv- 
is. (3)'  Michael  married  Bridget  Dailey  and  located 
on  a farm  near  his  father’s  homestead  in  Wayne 
countv.  Their  children  are  Mary,  Jane,  Julia, 
Thomas,  James,  Michael  and  Miles.  (4)  Patrick 
married  Marv  Murphy,  and  also  settled  near  the 
old  homestead.  His  children  are  Michael,  George, 
Mark.  John  and  Mary. 

Thomas  Kane,  who  completes  the  family,  was 
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principally  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
land.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  the  New  World, 
and  on  reaching  man’s  estate  was  married,  in  1852, 
to  Miss  Ellen  Kelley,  a daughter  of  James  Kelley, 
of  Wayne  county.  They  began  their  domestic  life  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  Wayne  county,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  the  spring  of  1873,  when  Mr. 
Kane  sold  the  place  and  removed  to  his  present 
farm  in  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
He  has  since  made  many  improvements  upon  the 
place  in  the  way  of  clearing  the  land  and  erecting 
buildings  thereon,  and  in  connection  with  its  opera- 
tion he  successfully  engaged  in  the  dairy  business 
for  many  years.  At  length  his  hearing  became 
very  defective,  making  it  difficult  for  him  to  at- 
tend to  his  dairy  business,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
worthy  wife,  who  had  always  been  a faithful  help- 
meet to  him,  he  turned  the  farm  and  dairy  business 
over  to  his  sons,  Thomas  and  William,  who  still 
have  charge  of  them.  Mrs.  Kane  passed  away  in 
September,  1895,  loved  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  her. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  twelve 
children,  ten  of  whom  reached  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, all  born  in  Wayne  county,  and  principally 
educated  in  the  local  schools.  ( 1 ) Martin,  the 
eldest,  married  Lina  Dightman,  of  Susquehanna 
county,  and  for  some  years  lived  in  McKean  county, 
Penn.,  but  they  now  make  their  home  in  Tocoi,  St. 
John  county,  Fla.  They  have  two  sons — Alfred 
and  Arthur.  (2)  Patrick  married  Celia  Loughlin, 
of  Susquehanna  county,  and  died  in  the  town  of 
Susquehanna,  in  1890,  leaving  a wife  and  one  child, 
Mary,  now  deceased.  (3)  John  married  Susie 
Ryan,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  manager  of 
gas  wells  in  Wilcox,  McKean  county.  Their  chil- 
dren are  William,  John,  Marie  and  Helen.  (4) 
Mary  died  in  infancy.  (5)  Michael  died  in  child- 
hood. (6)  James  married  Anna  Kroop,  of  Fos- 
toria,  Ohio,  where  she  died  soon  after  their  mar- 
riage, leaving  one  child,  Helen,  who  died  young. 
(7)  Thomas,  born  in  1864,  went  to  McKean  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  when  a young  man,  and  later  to  Fostoria, 
where  he  remained  some  time,  finally  returning  to 
Susquehanna  county  to  take  charge  of  his  father's 
farm  and  dairy  business,  in  the  latter  of  which  they 
have  been  engaged  for  fifteen  years.  Thomas  has 
also  conducted  a saloon  and  meat  market  in  the 
town  of  Susquehanna,  but  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Oakland  township.  In  1898  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Reilly,  of  Susquehanna,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  that  place,  and  is  a daughter 
of  John  and  Catherine  Reilly.  (8)  Catherine  mar- 
ried William  Rahilly,  a wholesale  liquor  dealer  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  1892,  leaving  one 
son,  Francis,  who  is  now  attending  school.  (9) 
Margaret  was  educated  at  the  Sisters  Academy  at 
Susquehanna,  and  married  James  O’Connell,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children — Helen  and  John.  For 
two  years  they  resided  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  then 
removed  to  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  em- 
ployed as  a machinist  in  the  shops  of  the  Erie  Rail- 


road Company.  (10)  Frank  married  Jennie  Art- 
man,  of  McKean  county,  and  is  now  manager  of  a 
natural  gas  plant  at  Foster's  Mills,  Armstrong 
county.  ( 1 1 ) William  assists  in  the  operation  of 
the  home  farm.  (12)  Ella  J.,  born  in  Susquehanna, 
completed  her  education  in  the  higher  schools  of 
that  place  and  is  a refined  young  lady,  living  at 
home. 

Politically  Mr.  Kane  and  his  sons  are  all  identi- 
fied with  the  Democratic  party,  and  Thomas  has 
served  as  supervisor  of  Oakland  township,  and 
religiously  the  family  are  all  communicants  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  to  the  support  of  which 
they  contribute  liberally.  They  are  all  well  known 
and  highly  respected,  and  have  a large  circle  of 
friends  in  this  locality. 


LEWIS  B.  PARKS.  Manners  do  not  always 
make  the  man,  but  a genial  and  kindly  disposition 
is  an  efficacious  assistant  to  success,  not  only  win- 
ning the  good  will  and  friendship  of  others,  but  de- 
veloping- in  the  possessor  those  higher  traits  of 
character  which,  by  an  inscrutable  law  of  nature, 
command  recognition.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
one  of  those  fortunate  men  who  are  blessed  with  a 
cheerful  and  cheering  nature.  He  has  many  friends, 
is  widely  known,  and  is  one  of  the  influential  citi- 
zens of  Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county 
— farmer,  stockman  and  general  business  man. 

He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ghent,  Columbia 
county,  N.  Y.,  April  28,  1842,  son  of  Lewis  B.  and 
Sopbia  (Mesick)  Parks,  and  grandson  of  Peter 
Parks.  The  grandfather  was  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut and  in  after  life  a resident  of  Columbia  county, 

N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  Lewis  B.,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  was  fav- 
ored in  his  youth  with  a good  education.  For  many 
years  he  taught  school  in  Columbia  and  Greene  coun- 
ties, N.  Y.,  and  in  the  former  county  he  engaged 
later  in  the  marble  business.  There  he  married  So- 
phia Mesick.  He  died  in  1842,  and  his  widow  mar- 
ried Samuel  Wright,  a native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
who  later  removed  to  Susquehanna  county.  To 
Lewis  B.  and  Sophia  Parks  were  born  two  sons — 
Henry  M.  and  Lewis  B.,  our  subject.  Henry  M. 
married  Alice  Kent,  of  Montrose,  Penn.,  and'  set- 
tled on  a farm  in  Great  Bend  township,  where  he 
died  in  1892,  leaving  a widow  and  two  children — 
Alice,  wife  of  Edward  Palmeter,  of  Binghamton, 
and  Harriet  M.,  bookkeeper  for  Faatz  Brothers  of 
Binghamton.  By  her  second  marriage,  to  Samuel 
Wright,  the  mother  of  our  subject  had  one  child, 
Samuel  S.,  who  is  now  register  and  recorder  at 
Montrose,  Pennsylvania. 

Lewis  B.  Parks  was  reared  in  Columbia  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  received  a good  education  in  the 
schools  of  \ alatie,  that  county,  and  the  school  of  j 
Clayton.  N.  J.  When  a young  man  he  for  several 
vears  followed  railroading.  He  was  married  in 
March,  1866,  at  Hudson,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to 
Miss  Sarah  M.  Decker,  daughter  of  Robert  and  An- 
nie E.  Decker.  She  was  born  November  1,  1847, 
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and  was  well  educated  in  the  schools  of  Columbia 
county.  After  their  marriage  our  subject  and  wife 
moved  to  Hickory  Grove,  Great  Bend  township, 
where  they  have  ever  since  resided  with  the  excep- 
tion of  four  years  (Jan.,  1880 — Jan.,  1884),  which 
they  spent  at  Montrose,  when  Air.  Parks  was  dep- 
uty sheriff  with  Benjamin  F.  McKune.  He  has  also 
been  largely  engaged  as  dealer  and  breeder  of  Guern- 
sey cattle,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  herds  i«  the  coun- 
ty. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parks  have  been  born  seven 
children,  namely:  Mary  M.,  born  February  23, 
1867,  wife  of  George  H.  DuBois,  a well-known  busi- 
ness man  of  Weehawken,  N.  J.;  Katie  S.,  who  died 
in  childhood;  William  H.,  born  August  18,  1870,  a 
resident  of  Great  Bend,  and  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Parks  Brothers,  coal  and  stock  dealers  of  Hick- 
ory Grove;  Lewis  E.,  born  November  15,  1876,  edu- 
cated in  the  high  school  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother,  William  H.,  in  the  coal  and 
stock  business ; Samuel  W right,  born  March  4, 
1884,  a student  in  the  Great  Bend  schools;  Robert 
D.,  born  November  22,  1885,  a student  in  the  Great 
Bend  schools;  and  Sarah  Irma,  born  June  16,  1889. 

Politically  Mr.  Parks  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  old  Republican  party,  and  has  been  act- 
ive in  its  work.  He  has  acted  as  school  director, 
and  filled  nearly  all  the  town  offices,  and  for  the  past 
six  years  has  been  assessor  of  the  township.  As  dep- 
uty sheriff  of  Susquehanna  county,  1880-1884,  he  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  of  the  county,  ever  dis- 
charging his  official  duties  faithfully,  regardless  of 
public  opinion,  and  by  his  straightforward  and  thor- 
ough business  methods,  coupled  with  his  sunny  dis- 
position, he  well  merits  the  esteem  and  good  will  in 
which  he  is  held.  In  religious  faith  the  family  are 
active  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Parks  is  one  of  the  active  and  leading  business  men 
of  Hickory  Grove,  widely  known  for  his  upright- 
ness and  integrity  of  character,  and  by  his  wife  and 
children  the  home  is  made  one  of  the  pleasantest 
social  centers  of  the  township. 

NEWTON  R.  JONES,  a well-to-do  and  pros- 
perous farmer  residing  at  Rushville,  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  those  men  who  thor- 
oughly understand  the  business  he  is  pursuing,  and 
is  rapidly  progressing  toward  a state  of  ample  com- 
petence. He  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune, 
having  started  in  life  with  but  little  capital  beyond 
his  own  industry  and  the  laudable  ambition  to  rise 
in  the  world. 

Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y., 
August  9,  1852,  a son  of  Henry  and  Ann  (Rich) 
Jones,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Som- 
ersetshire, England,  and  continued  to  make  their 
home  there  until  1835,  which  year  witnessed  their 
emigration  to  America.  They  first  located  in  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  and  after  spending  four  years  at  that 
place  removed  to  Marcellus,  N.  Y.,  where  they  re- 
sided until  1870.  During  that  year  they  returned 
to  Syracuse,  where  the  father  died  in  December, 
1SS7,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  For  many 
years  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  later  fol- 


lowed merchandising  for  two  years,  and  spent  the 
last  eight  years  of  Ins  life  in  retirement  from  active 
labor.  The  mother  died  October  21,  1877,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years,  while  on  a visit  to  our  subject 
in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  the 
remains  of  both  were  interred  at  Marcellus,  N.  Y. 
Both  were  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all  who  knew  them.  In  their  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children : James,  now  a farmer  of  Skanea- 
teles,  N.  Y. ; William,  deceased  ; Anna,  wife  of  Hen- 
ry Bark,  a retired  carpenter  and  contractor  of  Jor- 
dan, N.  Y. ; Joseph,  who  was  a member  of  Company 
b,  122nd  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was 
killed  in  the  service  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness; 
Jane,  who  died  in  infancy ; Andrew  H.,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  same  company  as  his  brother,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  1869  from  the  effects  of  his 
army  life ; Henry  S.,  an  undertaker  and  furniture 
dealer  of  Marcellus,  N.  Y. ; Edward  G.,  an  under- 
taker and  furniture  dealer  of  Chenango,  N.  Y. ; 
Charles  M.,  who  died  in  California;  and  Newton 
R.,  our  subject.  The  paternal  grandparents  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  England.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents located  in  Marcellus,  N.  Y.,  about  1829. 

Newton  R.  Jones  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm  and  acquired  his  literary  education  in  the  grad- 
ed schools  of  his  native  town.  At  the  age  of  twen- 
ty, he  commenced  learning  the  harnessmaker's  trade 
in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  continued  to  work  at 
that  occupation  for  four  years.  The  following  year 
he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a mercantile  establish- 
ment in  Mehoopany,  Penn.,  to  which  place  he  re- 
moved with  the  intention  of  embarking  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  but  changed  his  mind,  and  in 
1877  came  to  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  rented  a farm.  After  operating  it  for 
four  years,  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  318  acres 
on  Fowler  Hill,  in  the  same  township,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  eighteen  years,  and  where  he 
met  with  most  excellent  success  in  his  business  un- 
dertakings. In  the  spring  of  1899  he  bought  the 
old  Sherwood  farm  of  336  acres,  well  equipped  with 
good  buildings,  thus  making  654  acres,  550  of  which 
are  improved,  making  the  largest  in  the  township. 
He  deals  largely  in  Shropshire  sheep  and  Holstein 
cattle. 

At  Owego,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Jones  was  married,  April 
13,  1876,  to  Miss  Mattie  V.  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  December  25,  1853,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Lillie  B. 
They  are  active  and  prominent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Rush,  in  which  Mr. 
Jones  has  served  as  steward  for  the  past  twenty 
years.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  fraternally  affiliates  with  the  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  of  Rush,  and  the  Grange  of  West 
Auburn.  His  fellow  citizens,  appreciating  his  worth 
and  ability,  have  called  upon  him  to  serve  in  official 
positions,  and  he  has  most  creditably  filled  the  offices 
of  school  director  six  years,  assessor  one  year,  and 
township  auditor  for  the  past  five  years.  He  is  a 
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member  of  the  county  committee,  and  has  been  a 
delegate  to  the  conventions.  He  bears  a high  char- 
acter for  sterling  integrity,  and  merits  and  receives 
the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

JOHN  K.  TINKER,  a prominent  representa- 
tive of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  was  born  there  June  2, 
1839,  on  his  father’s  old  homestead,  a son  of  John 
and  Agnes  (Stevenson)  Tinker. 

John  Tinker,  the  father,  was  born  in  Falkirk, 
Scotland,  May  11,  1799,  and  in  1817  came  to  Am- 
erica with  his  parents,  William  and  May  (Ander- 
son) Tinker,  also  natives  of  Falkirk.  They  spent 
the  first  winter  in  New  York  City,  then  moved  to 
Fittle  Britain,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  two  years 
later  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  locating 
on  the  farm  in  Clifford  township  where  our  subject’s 
brother  Robert  now  resides.  There  the  grandfather 
died  June  29,  1835,  aged  seventy-six  years,  the 
grandmother  May  27,  1852,  at  the  same  age,  and 
their  remains  were  interred  in  the  Tinker  cemetery, 
upon  their  farm.  They  were  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren: William,  born  February  20,  1797,  married 
Fouise  Catlin,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Green- 
field township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
died  October  16,  1881  ; John,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; James,  born  Septem- 
ber 2,  1801,  married  Polly  M.  Dunn,  and  was  a 
wealthy,  prominent  and  charitable  farmer,  residing 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  died  June  3,  1884; 
and  Fleming  died  in  Scotland  at  an  early  age. 

During  his  youth  the  father  of  our  subject 
worked  in  his  father’s  stocking  factory,  but  after 
coming  to  Susquehanna  county  he  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  chiefly.  He  was  one  of  the  large 
land  owners  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  became  a 
noted  speculator,  stock  farmer  and  money  lender.  In 
the  spring  of  1830  he  removed  to  the  farm  in  Clifford 
township  where  his  daughters  now  reside.  Return- 
ing to  Scotland,  he  was  married,  in  Silverwood,  Ayr- 
shire, March  18,  1829,  to  Miss  Agnes  Stevenson,  a 
native  of  that  place,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Agnes  (Templeton)  Stevenson.  Six  children  blessed 
this  union : William,  now  a retired  farmer  of  Clifford 
township,  was  born  February  20,  1830,  and  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Carr;  Agnes,  born  January  24,  1832, 
died  January  17,  1864,  unmarried;  May,  born 
August  1,  1835;  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  John 
K.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; Robert, 
born  September  19,  1842,  wedded  Mary  A.  Tralles, 
and  operates  his  grandfather’s  farm  ; and  Janet  S.  S., 
born  October  14,  1846,  lives  with  her  sister  on  their 
father's  farm.  The  father  died  September  29,  1891, 
the  mother  October  31,  1873,  aged  sixty-three 
years,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Tinker  ceme- 
tery. They  were  consistent  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  them. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 


passed  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads, 
and  he  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage. 
On  December  5,  1872,  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  Mr.  Tinker 
wedded  Miss  Margaret  Bruce,  and  to  them  were 
born  five  children,  namely:  Jean  graduated  from 
the  preparatory  department  of  Wooster  University, 
and  has  taught  school,  but  is  now  at  home;  John  S. 
attended  the  same  institution  for  six  years,  graduat- 
ing; Agngs  M.  (who  was  also  a student  at  the 
Wooster  University  for  two  years)  and  W.  A. 
Bruce  are  now  attending  the  Westminster  College, 
being  in  their  second  year ; and  Margaret  R.  is  at 
home.  Mrs.  Tinker  was  born  in  Stirlingshire,  Scot- 
land, July  18,  1840,  and  died  January  11,  1896,  her 
remains  being  interred  at  Uniondale,  Penn.  Her 
parents,  William  and  Jean  (Russell)  Bruce,  were 
also  natives  of  Scotland,  and  on  their  emigration  to 
America  located  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  where  the  father, 
who  was  an  agriculturist,  died  at  a ripe  old  age. 
His  children  were  Christina  A.,  wife  of  Daniel 
Byall,  of  Garnett,  Ivans. ; Margaret,  deceased  wife 
of  our  subject;  Martha,  an  invalid,  who  lives  with 
her  sister  in  Garnett,  Ivans.  ,i  William  A.,  a farmer 
of  Wooster,  Ohio;  and  James  H.,  of  the  same  place. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Tinker  located  upon  a 
farm  of  101  acres  in  Clifford  township,  given  him 
by  his  father,  and  later  moved  to  his  present  farm, 
in  the  same  township.  He  now  operates  both  with 
good  success,  being  one  of  the  most  extensive  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  his  community.  He 
takes  an  active  and  commendable  interest  in  edu- 
cational affairs,  and  gives  his  support  to  every 
enterprise  which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance 
the  moral,  intellectual  or  material  welfare  of  his 
township  or  county.  At  the  polls  he  endeavors  to 
support  the  best  man  for  the  office,  usually  voting 
the  Republican  or  the  Prohibition  ticket,  and,  though 
he  has  never  cared  for  official  honors,  he  has  served 
as  auditor  and  as  school  director  for  two  years,  to 
fill  a vacancy.  He  is  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Upright  and  honorable  in 
all  things,  he  commands  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  in  either 
business  or  social  life. 

GEORGE  H.  HARVEY,  a representative 
farmer  and  dairyman  of  Jessup  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  was  born  in  Staffordshire,  Eng- 
land, January  30,  1839,  and  is  a son  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  (Wootton)  Harvey,  natives  of  the  same 
county. 

George  Harvey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Staffordshire,  England,  April  16,  1816,  the 
son  of  George  and  Mary  A.  (Simms)  Harvey  and 
the  grandson  of  John  Harvey  and  Emanuel  Simms, 
both  farmers  of  England.  George  Harvey,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a sawyer  and  died 
in  England  in  1820,  aged  forty-four  years.  To 
George  and  Mary  A.  (Simms)  Harvey  were  born 
seven  children,  namely : Mary  deceased ; Anna,  who 
married  a Mr.  Harvey  and  remained  in  England ; 
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William,  who  died  in  Susquehanna  county;  Thomas, 
who  was  killed  accidentally  in  England  by  falling 
from  a wagon;  George,  father  of  our  subject; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  William  Harvey,  and  died  in 
England;  and  John,  who  died  in  1898  at  Stafford- 
shire, England.  Mary  A.  (Simms),  widow  of 
George  Harvey,  married  for  her  second  husband 
Samuel  Ruston,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  Edward 
Ruston,  a shoemaker  of  Stone,  England.  She  died 
September  26,  1869,  aged  eighty-one  years.  George 
Harvey,  father  of  our  subject,  married  May  14, 
1834,  at  Tulford  Church,  Staffordshire,  England, 
Elizabeth  Wootton,  who  was  born  in  Stafford- 
shire, February  29,  1816,  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  (Mason)  Wootton,  farming  people  of  England. 
To  George  and  Elizabeth  (Wootton)  Harvey  were 
born  nine  children,  namely : Mary  Ann,  deceased 
wife  of  Norton  Allen  ; George  H.,  our  subject ; Eliza, 
who  married  Edward  Jenner,  of  Jessup  township; 
William  R.,  who  married  Ella  Pickett  and  is  now 
deceased ; John,  the  first  child  of  the  family  born 
m America,  married  Julia  Verbryck  and  resides 
with  his  father;  James  married  Louisa  Wood  and 
resides  in  Auburn  township ; Wesley  married  Ella 
William  and  lives  in  Vestal  Center,  N.  Y. ; Emma, 
who  died  in  infancy ; Albert,  who  died  aged  twenty- 
three  years. 

In  July,  1847,  George  Harvey,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  migrated  with  his  family  to  America 
and  settled  in  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Pennsylvania.  For  two  years  he  was  engaged 
in  construction  work  on  the  New  York  & Erie  Road, 
then  for  two  years  worked  on  the  North  Branch 
Canal.  He  then  engaged  in  farming  in  Choconut 
township,  where  he  remained  until,  in  1856,  he  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Rush  township,  where  he  still  re- 
sides. He  is  a Silver  Democrat  in  politics  and  for 
many  years  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  He  has  filled  various  offices,  including 
those  of  supervisor,  assessor  and  county  jury  com- 
missioner, each  three  years.  His  worthy  wife  died 
February  16,  1895.  and  is  buried  in  Bolles  cemetery. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority,  George  H. 
Harvey  remained  with  his  parents,  and  then  pur- 
chased twenty-five  acres  of  his  present  farm  in 
Jessup  township,  to  which  he  has  added  from  time 
to  time  until  he  now  nas  200  acres  of  rich  and  valu- 
able land.  His  attention,  however,  has  not  always 
been  confined  to  agricultural  pursuits,  as  he  was 
engaged  in  the  produce  business  in  Scranton,  Penn., 
from  1879  until  1888,  and  prior  to  that  traveled  as 
a book  agent  through  several  States,  but  in  1888 
he  returned  home  and  has  since  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  dairying  with  marked  success.  For 
the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  interested  in  the 
last  business,  keeping  on  hand  for  that  purpose 
twenty-four  cows,  and  he  ranks  among  the  leading 
dairymen  of  the  county.  By  his  ballot  he  supports 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
he  has  most  acceptable  filled  the  offices  of  auditor 
and  inspector  of  elections. 

On  November  6,  1859,  in  Rush  township,  Mr. 
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Harvey  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Ellis,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Wellington  E.,  at 
home.  Mrs.  Harvey  was  born  in  the  village  of  Ovid, 
N.  Y.,  May  26,  1828,  and  is  a daughter  of  Josiah  and 
Hannah  (Mead)  Ellis,  the  former  a native  of  Put- 
nam county,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Ridgefield,  Conn. 
Her  parents  first  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  in 
1817,  but  after  spending  one  year  in  Rush  township, 
they  returned  to  New  York  State,  and  did  not  locate 
permanently  here  until  1830,  at  which  time  they 
settled  in  Jessup  township,  removing  to  Rush  town- 
ship two  years  later.  The  father  died  in  1858,  aged 
sixty-eight  years,  the  mother  in  1888,  aged  ninety- 
three,  and  both  were  buried  in  Snyders  cemetery, 
Rush  township.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation 
and,  being  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, he  was  called  upon  to  fill  township  offices. 
In  the  family  were  only  two  children : Henry  B., 
who  married  Sarah  Lathrope  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  and  lumbering  at  Vestal  Center,  N.  Y. ; and 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Harvey’s  pa- 
ternal grandparents,  Foster  and  Elizabeth  (Town- 
send) Ellis,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Putnam  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  the  former  died  at  tine  age  of 
seventy-four  years,  the  latter  at  the  age  of  fifty. 
The  maternal  grandparents,  John  S.  and  Hannah 
(Sherwood)  Mead,  were  natives  of  Putnam  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  Connecticut,  respectively. 

CHESTER  J.  HAIGHT,  a leading  and  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  who  is  successfully  enaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  bee  culture,  was  born  in  Warren  Center, 
Warren  township,  Bradford  county,  March  17, 
1844.  His  parents,  David  and  Sally  ( Jones)  Haight, 
were  natives  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  were 
married  in  Owego,  that  State,  where  they  continued 
to  make  their  home  until  coming  to  Warren  Center, 
Warren  township,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1840. 
Later  they  removed  to  Friendsville,  Susquehanna 
county.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  one  bf  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  his 
community,  died  in  June,  1884,  aged  eighty-four 
years,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in  January,  1888, 
aged  eighty-eight  years,  the  remains  of  both  being 
interred  in  Birchardville  cemetery.  Their  children 
were  Mary  A.,  wife  of  W.  W.  Bullard,  a farmer  of 
ITallstead,  Penn. ; Emeline,  who  married  G.  B. 
Strange,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Chester  J., 
our  subject;  and  Maria,  wife  of  Dr.  A.  J.  Ainey,  of 
Brooklyn,  Pennsylvania. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  Chester  J.  Haight 
assisted  in  its  operation  until  after  attaining  man's 
estate  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  mar- 
riage. In  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, December  23,  1869,  he  wedded  Miss  Fidelia 
Giffin.a  native  of  the  county, born  in  Choconut  town- 
ship, in  February,  1845,  and  a daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Juda  (Moore)  Giffin,  natives  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Binghamton,  N.  H.,  resepectively.  In  1813, 
when  a lad  o\  twelve  years,  the  father  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  with  his  parents,  Robert  and  Eliza- 
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beth  (Sherrar)  Giffin,  who  located  in  Choconut 
township.  1 hey  were  also  born  in  New  Hampshire 
and  were  farming  people.  Mrs.  Haight’s  maternal 
grandparents  were  Bealy  and  Lucy  Moore,  agri- 
culturists, who  settled  in  Susquehanna  county,  in 
1813,  and  both  died  there.  Isaac  Giffin,  Mrs. 
Haight’s  father,  continued  his  residence  in  Choconut 
township  until  1846,  when  he  removed  to  Forest 
Lake  township,  and  successfully  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and 
supervisor,  and  filled  other  township  offices  in  a 
most  creditable  and  acceptable  manner.  He  died  in 
March,  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  his  wife 
in  December,  1893,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  and 
both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Birchardville  cemetery. 
Their  children  were  Bealy,  a resident  of  Rushville, 
who  first  married  Julia  Ball,  and  second  Susie 
Sprout ; Lucy  and  Susan,  both  residents  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; Martha,  deceased  wife  of  Nathaniel 
Congdon  ; Lucina,  wife  of  John  Howard,  of  Iowa; 
Robert,  a farmer  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susque- 
hanna county;  Fidelia,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Mary  and  Ella,  both  residents  of  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haight  have  a family  of  three 
children,  namely:  Ella  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank  La 
Rue,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  Guy  W.  enlisted  during  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  in  June,  1898,  in  Company  G,  13th 
P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Robert  McCausland,  contract- 
ed typhoid  fever  while  in  camp  at  Middletown, 
Penn.,  and  was  in  the  hospital  for  some  time.  Glenn 
is  at  home. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Haight 
engaged  in  blacksmithing  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Bealy  Giffin,  and  for  the  following  three  years  was 
interested  in  the  same  business  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship. Returning  to  Rush  township,  he  purchased  the 
blacksmith  shop  of  J . W.  Granger,  which  he  conduct- 
ed for  seven  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  came 
to  his  present  fine  location,  where  he  has  since  suc- 
cessfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  the  raising 
of  bees,  having  a large  apiary  of  180  hives.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  popular  and  influential  citizens  of  his 
community,  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  town- 
ship treasurer  for  four  terms,  and  in  1887  was  elect- 
ed justice  of  the  peace  for  a term  of  five  years.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  the' Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of 
Rush,  and  politically  is  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  been 
found  true  and  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in 
him,  and  he  is  justly  deserving  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  held. 

ASA  W.  HICKOIv,  a well-known  general 
blacksmith  and  wagon  maker  of  Rush,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  an  expert  workman,  and  has  met  with 
more  than  ordinary  success  in  his  chosen  calling,  so 
that  he  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  substantial 
citizens  of  his  community.  Mr.  Hickok  is  a native 
of  New  York,  born  in  Elmira,  January  23,  1844,  a 
son  of  Asa  and  Mary  A.  (Glynes)  Hickok,  both  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania.  The  father,  who  was  born  j 
May  5,  1811.  was  a carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade, 


and  died  in  Clayton,  Mich.,  in  December,  1887,  be- 
ing laid  to  rest  there.  The  mother,  who  was  born 
July  14,  1817,  died  near  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  September 
8,  1850,  and  there  her  remains  were  interred.  To 
them  were  born  the  following  children : David  M.,  a 
resident  of  Montcalm  county,  Mich. ; Edward,  of 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Betsy,  widow  of  William  Nich- 
ols, and  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Asa  W., 
our  subject;  and  Thomas,  a farmer  of  Michigan. 
Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  David  and 
Betsy  (Abbott ) Hickok,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  shortly  after 
their  marriage,  and  located  in  Rush. 

Asa  W.  Hickok  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  then  enlisted  in 
the  Union  service  during  the  Civil  war,  going  to  the 
front  as  a member  of  Company  E,  Ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  under  Capt.  John  S.  Detweller.  At 
the  end  of  three  years  he  re-enlisted  and  was  in  act- 
ive service  until  hostilities  ceased,  participating  in 
the  battles  of  Perryville,  Stone  River,  Murphysboro, 
Chickamauga.  He  was  also  with  Sherman  on  the 
celebrated  march  to  the  sea,  marching  for  twenty- 
two  consecutive  days.  He  was  never  confined  in  a 
hospital,  but  was  once  taken  prisoner  by  the  Rebels 
in  Tennessee.  For  four  long  years  he  was  one  of 
the  defenders  of  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it  rep- 
resented, and  was  finally  mustered  out  as  sergeant 
at  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  July  25,  1865.  After  receiving 
his  discharge,  Mr.  Hickok  returned  to  his  home, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years,  and 
spent  the  following  two  years  in  learning  the  black- 
smith’s trade  with  David  Angle  at  Rush.  For  nine 
years  he  was  engaged  in  business  for  himself  as  a 
blacksmith  at  Auburn  Center,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  on  April  3,  1882,  opened  his  present  shop  in 
Rush, which  he  has  so  successfully  conducted,  having 
built  up  a large  and  profitable  trade  by  fair  dealing 
and  good  workmanship.  The  Republican  party  has 
always  found  in  him  a stanch  supporter  of  its  prin- 
ciples, and  for  three  years  he  has  most  efficiently 
served  as  school  director  in  his  district.  He  is  one 
of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity and  has  a host  of  warm  friends. 

On  February  11,  1868,  in  Rush,  Mr.  Hickok 
married  Miss  Rebecca  Ivunkle,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  the  following  children : William,  born 
January  27,  1869,  who  died  March  2,  1869; 

Cora  E.,  born  April  24,  1870,  died  October  20,  1880; 
Mary  E.,  born  February  7,  1873,  a school  teacher 
residing  at  home;  Guy  Clifton,  born  November  17, 
1874,  at  home,  who  is  county  surveyor ; and  Asa  Lee, 
born  July  24,  1876,  who  is  a member  of  Company 

G,  13th  P.  \ . I.,  and  for  a time  was  with  his  regi- 
ment at  Augusta,  Georgia,  but  is  now  a student  in 
Baltimore  Medical  College,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Airs.  Hickok  was  born  in  Kunkletown,  Alonroe 
Co.,  Penn.,  February  ri,  1847,  a daughter  of  John 

H.  and  Sarah  (Spragle)  Ivunkle,  also  natives  of 
Alonroe  county.  They  made  their  home  in  Ivunkle-  j 
town  until  1851,  when  they  removed  to  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  and  seven  years  later  became  residents 
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of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  The 
father,  who  in  early  life  followed  milling  and  later 
farming,  was  born  January  29,  1811,  and  died  July 
19,  1877;  while  the  mother  was  born  January  17, 
1817,  and  died  July  5,  1888,  their  remains  being  in- 
terred in  Rush  Center  cemetery.  Their  children 
were:  Jeremiah,  deceased;  George,  deceased,  who 
was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war ; Edna,  deceased ; 
Jacob  S.,  who  died  in  the  army  during  the  Rebellion ; 
William  C.,  a farmer  of  Rush  township;  Catherine, 
widow  of  R.  S.  Luce,  of  Liberty  township,  Susque- 
hanna county;  John  W.,  who  also  died  in  the  army; 
Rebecca,  wife  of  our  subject ; Martha,  wife  of  D.  L. 
Bunnell,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Edwin  INI.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eight  years ; Mary  F.,  wife  of  Kirby 
Bunnell,  a farmer  of  Rush  township ; Ella  S.,  wife 
of  Randolph  Wilcox,  a huckster  of  Rush  township ; 
and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Silas  Smith,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township.  Mrs.  Hickok’s  paternal  grandparents 
were  John  and  Rebecca  (Huston)  Kunkle,  of  Mon- 
roe county ; and  her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Jacob  S.  and  Catherine  (Myers)  Spragle,  also  of 
that  county. 

BENJAMIN  TASKER  GARDNER,  super- 
visor of  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  one  of  the  most  highly-respected  residents  of 
Brandt,  and  notwithstanding  his  seventy  years  he 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  the  progressive  move- 
ments of  his  locality,  his  advice  being  often  sought 
by  his  fellow  townsmen. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  born  April  18,  1829,  at  Wind- 
sor, Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  comes  of  excellent  an- 
cestry. William  Gardner,  his  father,  was  born  in 
1797,  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  but 
settled  in  early  manhood  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  killed  in  1837.  He  was  an  excellent 
citizen,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  serving  several  years  as  elder  and  class- 
leader.  He  married  Margaret  Andrews,  a native  of 
Broome  county,  born  in  1799,  who  survived  him,  and 
they  reared  a large  family  to  lives  of  usefulness.  Of 
their  children : ( 1 ) Sarah  married  George  Cresson, 
and  settled  on  a farm  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  where  she 
died,  leaving  a family  of  eight  children.  (2)  Jane 
became  a teacher  in  the  district  schools  of  Broome 
county.  She  married  Rev.  Benjamin  Ferris, 
of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  who  died  four  years  after 
marriage  at  Beach  Pond,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  she 
later  married  William  Frith,  of  England,  who  now 
resides  in  Michigan ; they  have  two  children,  now 
residents  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  (3)  Robert  died 
when  a young  man  of  nineteen  years.  (4)  Harriet 
married  Stephen  Bonker,  of  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  leaving  six  children,  who  are  residents  of  New 
York.  (5)  George  M.  died  in  childhood.  (6) 
Benjamin  T.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of 
birth.,  (7)  William  settled  at  Oakland,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  died  in  1888.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  Miss  Louisa  Woodward,  who  died  soon 
afterward,  leaving  no  children.  His  second  wife, 
Catherine  (Hoagland),  survives  him  with  one  ! 


daughter,  Margaret,  now  the  wife  of  George  Lown, 
of  Oakland.  (8)  Elizabeth  died  when  three  years 
old.  (9)  Margaret  married  George  Roberts,  of 
Susquehanna,  where  she  died  leaving  one  daughter, 
Margaret,  now  the  wife  of  A.  M.  Bronson,  of  Sus- 
quehanna. 

Our  subject's  boyhood  was  spent  in  Windsor, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  secured  a district-school  educa- 
tion. As  a young  man  he  engaged  in  lumbering  and 
farming,  and  in  1853  he  married  Miss  Eunice  Root, 
of  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Susquehanna.  Later  he  pur- 
chased a farm  at  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided 
four  years,  and  on  selling  out  he  removed  to  River- 
side, in  the  same  county.  After  four  years  there  he 
returned  to  Susquehanna  county,  buying  a farm 
in  Harmony  township,  where  Ire  remained  until 
1893,  and  he  has  since  resided  at  Brandt,  entertain- 
ing a number  of  boarders  in  his  pleasant  home.  Po- 
litically he  is  a strong  Republican,  taking  an  active 
interest  in  party  work,  and  during  his  residence  in 
Harmony  township  he  has  served  several  terms  as 
supervisor.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  was  reared,  but 
his  wife  and  daughters  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Mrs.  Gardner,  whose  industry  has  been  of  signal 
value  to  her  husband,  is  a descendant  of  a prominent 
pioneer  family  of  Harmony  township.  Her  father, 
Denison  Root,  married  Elizabeth  Hale,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Isaac  Hale,  and  sister  of  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Smith,  the  Mormon  “prophet.”  Four  children 
have  brightened  our  subject’s  home,  and  his  daugh- 
ters are  much  esteemed  in  social  life:  (1)  Miss 
Ella  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Lanesboro,  and 
for  some  time  engaged  in  dressmaking,  but  gave 
up  the  business  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  now  re- 
sides at  home.  (2)  Elsworth  B.,  who  was  born  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  received  a district-school 
education,  and  was  for  some  time  a train  dispatcher, 
but  he  is  now  an  engineer,  at  Carbondale.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Kate  Blank,  who  was  born  on  the  Hud- 
son river,  and  whose  father,  Andrew  Blank,  a native 
of  Germany,  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Brandt. 
Two  children  have  been  born  of  this  union — Robert 
and  Hazel,  both  pupils  of  the  Carbondale  high 
school.  (3)  Erminie,  born  and  reared  in  Lanesboro, 
married  Herbert  L.  Wolf,  a native  of  Germany,  and 
now  a resident  of  Brandt,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  business  of  wood  carving.  (4)  Agnes  V.,  born 
at  Brandt,  is  at  home. 

WESLEY  OSTERHOUT,  one  of  the  most 
successful  business  men  of  Harford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  of  Dutch  descent,  his  grand- 
parents on  both  sides  having  emigrated  from  Hol- 
land to  America  before  the  revolt  of  the  Colonies 
from  Great  Britain,  and  settled  in  Ldster  county, 
N.  Y.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Turner, 
who  was  a farmer,  fought  at  Bunker  Hill.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Philip  Osterhout. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Cornelius  Osterhout,  mar- 
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ried  Catherine  Turner  (named  for  her  mother, 
Catherine  Wood),  and  settled,  with  his  family,  at 
Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1840.  He  was 
a stone  mason  by  trade,  but  misfortune  overtook 
him  in  the  loss  of  an  arm,  and  he  experienced  some 
difficulty  in  keeping  the  wolf  from  his  door.  The 
family  consisted  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter : 
Catherine  lost  her  life  through  burning,  while  a 
child  of  four  years;  Jeremiah  G.  lived  at  Great 
Bend  ; John  H.  is  a farmer  of  Great  Bend  township; 
Abram  C.  died  in  1899;  Wesley  is  our  subject;  and 
James  T.  died  in  1899. 

Wesley  Osterhout  was  born  near  Kingston, 
Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  25,  1839,  and  was  an  in- 
fant in  arms  when  his  parents  came  to  Pennsylvania 
to  seek  a new  home  and  better  fortune.  It  was 
there  that,  on  December  14,  1861,  be  was  married 
to  Miss  Eliza  Vernooy,  by  whom  he  has  had  one 
child,  Mattie,  now  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Whitney,  an 
undertaker,  of  Harford. 

•Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Osterhout  is  of  Dutch 
descent.  Her  paternal  grandfather  was  Charles 
Vernooy,  her  mother’s  parents,  Peter  and  Helena 
Kelder.  All  settled  in  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.  Her 
parents,  John  and  Maria  (Kelder)  Vernooy,  took 
up  their  residence  at  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1840,  emigrating  from  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson.  She  herself  was  born  at  the  old  home, 
August  1,  1837.  Her  father  was  a carpenter  by 
trade,  and  in  religious  faith  a consistent  member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.  He  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  and  his  wife  in  1862,  in  her 
forty-ninth  year.  Mr.  Vernoov’s  remains  rest  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  his  wife’s  in  a Susquehanna  ceme- 
tery. Besides  their  daughter  Eliza  they  had  chil- 
dren as  follows : Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Donald- 
son, of  Cincinnati ; Catherine,  who  married  Henry 
Haws,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  is  deceased ; Georgi- 
ana,  wife  of  James  Burrell,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn. ; 
Melvina,  married  to  Jefferson  Batchelor,  of  Colum- 
bus, Ohio  ; Maria,  also  residing  at  Columbus,  and  the 
wife  of  Perry  Deunen ; Mary  E.,  widow  of  Jeremiah 
Whipple,  of  Athens,  Ohio ; and  Selvenus  and  Han- 
nah, both  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 

Owing  to  the  straitened  circumstances  of  his 
parents,  entailed  by  his  father’s  physical  disability, 
Wesley  Osterhout  found  it  necessary  to  begin  his 
actual  battle  with  the  world  at  the  early  age  of 
twelve.  His  first  employer  was  L.  B.  Crook,  a 
wagonmaker,  of  Great  Bend,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  four  years.  Leaving  Mr.  Crook,  he 
went  to  New  Milford,  where  for  ten  months  he 
devoted  himself  to  the  technical  studv  of  that  trade. 
Returning  to  Great  Bend  he  worked  for  twelve 
years  as  a journeyman,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
through  industry  and  prudence,  he  had  accumulated 
enough  capital  to  remove  to  Harford  and  embark 
in  business  on  his  own  behalf.  He  invested  in  im- 
proved machinery,  and  his  sagacity  and  fidelity 
brought  him  prosperity.  To-day  he  conducts  a 
thoroughly-equipped  shop  for  the  manufacture  of 
wagons  and  sleighs,  a shingle  and  planing  mill,  be- 


sides other  minor  branches  of  manufacturing  carried, 
on  at  the  same  plant. 

Mr.  Osterhout  is  widely  and  deservedly  popu- 
lar. Of  a tender  heart  and  genial  disposition,  he 
readily  wins  friends  and  rarely  loses  them.  In 
every  relation  of  private  and  commercial  life  he  has 
been  tried,  and  in  none  has  he  been  found  wanting. 
As  a son,  he  brought  his  mother,  in  1864,  to  his 
home  in  Harford,  where  she  was  tenderly  cared  for 
until  her  death.  As  a father,  his  heart  so  yearned 
for  the  companionship  of  his  daughter  that  he  fol- 
lowed her  and  her  husband  to  their  Western  home, 
to  offer  his  son-in-law  a half-interest  in  his  busi- 
ness if  he  would  return  to  the  old  home  at  Harford. 
In  politics  be  is  a Democrat,  and  by  religious  pro- 
fession a Universalist.  Mrs.  Osterhout,  however, 
belongs  to  the  Congregational  Church. 

JASPER  J.  SAVORY  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  dairy- 
men of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  left  an  honorable  record,  well  worthy  of  per- 
petuation. He  was  born  in  that  township.  May  18, 
1824,  a son  of  John  and  Sophia  (Woodard)  Savory, 
natives  of  Connecticut.  On  coming  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  the  father  purchased  land  in  Jackson 
township,  and  erected  thereon  a log  house  in  which 
the  family  lived  for  many  years,  while  he  cleared 
and  improved  his  farm.  There  he  and  his  wife 
died  many  years  ago.  They  were  devout  and  earn- 
est Christians,  lifelong  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  To  them  were  born  four  children,  three  of 
whom  died  young,  our  subject  being  the  only  one 
to  reach  years  of  maturity. 

In  his  younger  days  Jasper  J.  Savory  was  a 
student  in  the  district  schools,  and  after  reaching 
manhood  he  followed  farming  throughout  his  active 
business  life.  He  first  married  Miss  Permelia  Lar- 
rabee,  of  Jackson  township,  and  they  began  their 
domestic  life  on  the  old  homestead,  where  she  died 
April  21,  1850.  Two  children  were  born  to  them, 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife 
Mr.  Savory  married  Miss  Antoinette  Burdick,  by 
whom  he  bad  five  daughters,  namely:  Ella,  deceased 
wife  of  O.  E.  Barrett,  of  Jackson ; Emma,  wife  of 
James  Walters,  of  Iowa ; Mary,  wife  of  O.  C.  Whit- 
ney, of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Jennie,  deceased  wife 
of  E.  H.  Estabrook,  of  Jackson  ; and  Flora  A.,  a 
resident  of  Binghamton.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  September  14,  1867,  and  on  August  15, 
1868,  Mr.  Savory  married  Mrs.  Sophia  D.  Tyler, 
nee  Case,  a daughter  of  Elam  and  Melita  (Dow) 
Case,  representatives  of  prominent  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  Preston,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Mrs.  Savory 
was  born  December  19,  1836,  and  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  that  county,  where  she  afterward 
taught  for  several  terms.  When  a young  lady  she 
married  Ellis  J.  Tyler,  of  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  died  June  30,  1865, 
leaving  a wife  and  one  daughter.  Flora  A.,  who  was 
well  educated  in  the  schools  of  Jackson  and  was  one 
of  the  successful  teachers  of  the  county  for  a num- 
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her  of  years.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Holmes, 
of  Jackson,  and  has  three  children,  Ralph,  Ruth  and 
Stewart.  By  his  third  union  Mr.  Savory  had  two 
sons,  both  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Jackson 
township:  (i)  Judson  J.,  the  elder,  was  educated 
in  the  local  schools,  anci  is  living  on  a place  adjoin- 
ing the  home  farm.  He  married  Miss  Allie  Larra- 
bee,  of  Jackson,  a daughter  of  George  V.  and  Viola 
Larrabee,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  daugh- 
ters, Marie  V.  and  Louise  S.  (2)  Allison  G.  was 
also  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  is  a very 
worthy  young  man,  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Savory  died  on  the  old  homestead  Febru- 
ary 1,  1895.  Fie  was  a man  of  the  highest  respecta- 
bility, and  those  who  were  most  intimately  associat- 
ed with  him  speak  in  unqualified  terms  of  his  sterl- 
ing integrity,  his  honor  in  business,  and  his  fidelity 
to  all  the  duties  of  public  and  private  life.  He  was  a 
self-made  man  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  term. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  he  was  an  officer  for  many  years, 
and  he  took  a leading  part  in  the  erection  of  the 
house  of  worship  and  the  support  of  the  Church. 
Politically  he  was  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  of  which  his  sons  are  also  supporters,  and  he 
held  the  offices  of  collector,  overseer  of  the  poor, 
school  director,  and  other  local  positions.  Mrs. 
Savory  is  an  estimable  lady,  noted  for  her  many 
sterling  qualities  and  high  Christian  character,  and 
has  a large  circle  of  friends  in  the  community. 

SAMUEL  R.  DE  PUE  (deceased)  was  a 
leading  representative  agriculturist  of  Franklin 
township,  Susquehanna  countv.  He  was  born  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  September  11,  1836,  a son 
of  Samuel  and  Jemima  (Righter)  De  Pue,  who 
spent  their  entire  life  in  that  county,  engaged  in 
farming.  The  father  was  born  February  15,  1789, 
and  died  May  23,  1845,  while  the  mother  was  born 
October  20,  1802,  and  died  September  12,  1847. 
In  their  family  were  four  children,  namely : Eliza- 
beth. deceased  wife  of  Jackson  Dennis:  Keron,  wife 
of  David  Shay,  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Samuel  R.,  our  subject;  and  Jane,  wife  of 
Robert  Pettitt,  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  R.  De  Pue  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty about  1856,  and  first  located  in  Jessup  township, 
where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  but  after 
his  marriage  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  locating  upon  the  present  homestead  of 
the  family  in  1865.  To  the  further  improvement 
and  cultivation  of  his  farm  he  devoted  his  energies 
until  called  from  this  life,  March  3,  1874,  his  re- 
mains being  interred  in  Fairdale  cemetery.  In  po- 
litical sentiment  he  was  first  a Democrat,  and  later 
a Republican.  He  was  an  earnest  and  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  in- 
fluence was  great,  and  always  for  good.  His  sym- 
pathy. his  benevolence  and  kindly  greeting  will  long 
be  remembered.  His  duties  were  performed  with 
the  greatest  care,  and  throughout  his  life  his  per- 
sonal honor  and  integrity  were  without  blemish. 


On  October  2,  1858,  in  Jessup  township,  Mr.  De 
Pue  married  Miss  Phoebe  Gunn,  and  of  the  children 
born  to  them,  Ada  and  Melvina  both  died  young; 
Priscilla  is  now  the  wife  of  Calvin  Peck,  of  Frank- 
lin township ; Minerva  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Palm- 
er, of  Franklin  township;  and  Ogden  is  mentioned 
below.  Mrs.  De  Pue  is  also  a native  of  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  and  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Ogden)  Gunn,  of  Sussex  county,  who  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1840,  and  settled  in 
Jessup  township,  where  her  father  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
in  1856,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  the  mother 
in  1854,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  both  being  laid 
to  rest  in  Jessup  township.  They  were  members 
of  the  Metnodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  most  esti- 
mable people.  To  them  were  born  the  following 
children:  Experience,  wife  of  Joseph  Frud,  of 
Franklin  township ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ephraim 
Farot,  of  Colorado;  William  and  Jacob  E.,  both  resi- 
dents of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty; Isaac,  a resident  of  Michigan;  Sarah,  deceased; 
Ephraim,  who  died  in  New  Jersey;  Susan,  deceased; 
Samuel,  a resident  of  Michigan ; Hannah,  deceased ; 
Theodore,  who  also  make  his  home  in  Michigan ; 
Mary  A.,  wife  of  Isaac  Ivrane,  of  Nicholson,  Penn.; 
Joshua,  a resident  of  Michigan;  and  Phoebe,  widow 
of  our  subject. 

Ogpen  De  Pue,  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  energetic  farmers  of  Franklin  township,  was 
born  December  7,  1867,  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
he  now  resides  about  two  miles  distant,  on  a farm 
he  has  purchased.  He  has  always  remained  with  his 
mother,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in 
the  West,  being  in  Michigan  and  Iowa  for  nine 
months  each,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  in 
Montana.  There  his  time  was  devoted  to  travel- 
ing, cooking,  farming,  etc.,  and  since  his  return 
home  in  1888  fie  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
uninterruptedly,  with  most  gratifying  success.  He 
pilaced  the  farm  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  made  many  improvements  which  aua  to  its 
value  and  attractive  appearance. 

Ogden  De  Pue  was  married,  in  October,  1890, 
to  Miss  Hattie  Peirson,  and  to  them  was  born  one 
daughter,  Mabel,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  De 
Pue  was  born  in  Franklin  township,  August  6,  i860, 
the  only  child  of  Nathaniel  H.  and  Margaret  J. 
(Beebe)  Peirson.  Her  father  came  from  New 
Jersey  during  childhood  to  Franklin  township,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  shoemaking  throughout  his  active  business 
life.  He  was  born  August  3,  1824,  and  died  August 
11,  i860,  being  laid  to  rest  in  Liberty  township. 
The  mother  was  born  January  2,  1827,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  died  Februarv  12,  1873,  her  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  Franklin  township.  Both  were 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Peirson  was  a Republi- 
can. His  parents,  John  and  Betsey  (Talmage) 
Peirson,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  day.  Mrs.  De 
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Pue's  maternal  grandparents,  Harry  and  Oril 
(Waller)  Beebe,  were  natives  of  Windsor  and 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  respectively,  and  took  up 
their  residence  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1833,  there  spending  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  on  a farm. 

ONEY  ROUNDS  (deceased)  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  early  development  and  upbuild- 
ing of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
always  bore  his  part  in  advancing  any  enterprise  for 
the  public  good.  He  was  public-spirited  and  pro- 
gressive, and  in  his  death  the  community  realied 
that  it  had  lost  one  of  its  valued  and  useful  citizens. 

Mr.  Rounds  was  born  in  Foster,  R.  I.,  February 
10,  1828,  and  in  1831  was  brought  to  Susquehanna 
county  by  his  parents,  Jeremiah  and  Phoebe  (Salis- 
bury) Rounds,  who  located  on  the  farm  in  Clifford 
township  where  the  widow  of  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. Here  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
throughout  the  remainuer  of  their  lives,  and  here  the 
father  died  in  December,  1871,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one  years.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in  Septem- 
ber, 1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  while  on  a visit 
to  Benton  Center,  Lackawanna  county,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  by  his  side  in  the  Rounds  cemetery.  Their 
children  were  Lucy,  deceased  wife  of  Henry  Whit- 
man ; Henry,  deceased,  who  married  Mary  Bran- 
nard ; Sarah,  widow  of  John  Higgs,  and  a resident 
of  Denver,  Colo.;  Oney,  our  subject;  Elmira,  de- 
ceased, who  was  married  three  times ; Phoebe,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Andrew  Young;  and  Alphonso,  who 
married  Matilda  Holford,  and  lives  in  Denver. 

Oney  Rounds  remained  on  the  old  homestead, 
aiding  in  its  operation,  until  1855,  when  he  removed 
to  another  farm  in  Clifford  township,  one  and  a half 
miles  from  his  old  home,  and  lived  there  until  1871. 
He  then  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  Ins  life.  In  connection  with 
farming  he  operated  a sawmill,  and  manufactured 
the  lumber  for  and  helped  build  the  first  house  in 
Forest  City.  His  farm  comprised  150  acres  of  val- 
uable land,  fifteen  acres  of  which  have  since  been 
sold.  He  was  a worthy  representative  of  the  hardy 
pioneers  who  did  so  much  toward  transforming 
Clifford  township  into  a productive  farming  dis- 
trict. With  his  parents  and  family  he  made  the 
journey  from  Connecticut  to  this  State  with  an  ox- 
team,  and  in  the  midst  of  an  almost  unbroken  wil- 
derness they  built  their  log  cabin,  and  began  to  clear 
and  improve  a farm.  Mr.  Rounds  was  an  industri- 
ous, hard-working  man,  and  became  a citizen  of 
considerable  prominence,  one  whose  word  was  con- 
sidered as  good  as  his  bond.  In  his  political  views 
he  was  a Republican.  He  died  July  25,  1899,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Rounds  burving-ground. 

Air.  Rounds  was  married,  in  Greenfield  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  January  9,  1851,  to 
Miss  Emaline  J.  Youngs,  who  was  born  in  that 
county,  May  5,  1832,  a daughter  of  James  and  Re- 
becca (Simons)  Youngs,  natives  of  Rhode  Island 


and  early  settlers  of  Lackawanna  county.  She  died 
April  26,  1861,  and  was  buried  in  the  Rounds  cem- 
eterv.  The  children  born  of  this  union  were  Frank, 
who  married  Alice  Crandall,  and  follows  farming 
in  Elkdale,  Clifford  township;  Elnora,  wife  of 
Charles  A.  Davis,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township; 
Stephen,  who  died  of  scarlet  fever  February  24, 
i860;  William,  who  died  of  that  disease  at  the  same 
time ; and  Mamie,  wife  of  M.  D.  Daniel,  a clerk  and 
farmer  of  Richmond  Dale,  Susquehanna  county. 

On  December  13,  1865,  Mr.  Rounds  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Ann  R.  (Davis)  Youngs,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children:  (1)  Oney  T.,  born 

July  18,  1868,  is  a young  man  of  good  business  abil- 
ity, and  now  successfully  operates  the  home  farm. 
He  married  Mattie  J.  Breece,  and  they  have  had 
four  children,  Edna  A.,  Letson,  Rexford  E.,  and 
Gaylord  (deceased).  (2)  Walter  D.,  born  Octo- 
ber 29,  1870,  married  Kate  Carpenter,  by  whom  he 
has  one  child,  Anna,  and  they  live  in  Carbondale, 
Penn.  He  is  a brakeman  for  the  D.  & H.  Co.  (3) 
Jesse  J.,  born  July  5,  1873,  is  a telegraph  operator 
in  Carbondale.  He  married  Stella  Sherman,  and 
has  three  children,  Ruby  L.,  Sherman  P.  and 
Gladdys.  (4)  Jason  D.,  born  June  25,  1876,  married 
Minnie  Bass,  and  follows  farming  in  Clifford  town- 
ship. (5)  Bessie  E.,  born  October  6,  1878,  is  the 
wife  of  H.  W.  Robinson,  a traveling  salesman,  who 
lives  with  Mrs.  Rounds  on  the  home  farm,  and  they 
-have  two  children,  Thomas  O.  and  W alter  W. 

Mrs.  Rounds  was  born  in  Sterling  Hill,  Conn., 
February  5,  1836,  and  first  married  Stephen  Youngs. 
Her  parents,  Barney  and  Betsv  (Thomas)  Davis, 
spent  all  but  five  years  of  their  lives  in  Rhode  Island. 
The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died 
December  13,  1887,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  the 
mother  September  5,  1892,  aged  ninety  years.  To 
them  were  born  the  following  children : Almira, 

deceased  wife  of  William  Baker;  William,  a farmer 
of  Rhode  Island;  Sarah,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Fiske, 
of  that  State ; Phoebe,  deceased  wife  of  George 
Woodmansee ; Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years ; George,  deceased ; Ann  R.,  now  Mrs. 
Rounds;  Joseph,  a carpenter  of  Rhode  Island;  John, 
a miner  of  California ; and  Charles,  a farmer  of 
Clifford  township. 

WATKIN  W.  WATKINS  (deceased)  was 
throughout  his  active  business  life  prominently 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  was  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  his  community.  He  was  born 
November  20,  1834,  on  the  farm  where  his  entire 
life  was  passed,  and  where  his  widow  still  resides, 
being  the  first  child  of  Welsh  narents  born  in  Clif- 
ford township  or  the  Welsh  settlement  there. 

Mr.  Watkins’  parents,  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Edmonds)  Watkins,  were  both  natives  of  Wales, 
and  in  that  country  were  married,  in  1828.  Four 
years  later  they  came  to  the  New  World,  and  for 
one  year  the  father  was  employed  on  the  Delaware 
river.  They  then  removed  to  Carbondale,  Penn., 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


519- 


where  he  worked  in  the  mines  from  1833  to  1849, 
though  his  family  came  to  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  his  farm  was  operated  by 
hired  labor.  For  four  months  he  was  engaged  in 
mining  in  Schuylkill  county,  and  having  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  a leg  in  the  mines  was  obliged  to  re- 
tire from  that  occupation,  turning  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits  upon  the  home  farm.  His  first 
purchase  consisted  of  fifty  acres,  of  which  only 
one  acre  had  been  cleared,  and  a log  cabin  erected 
thereon,  but  he  increased  his  landed  possessions  un- 
til he  had  seventy  acres  of  fine  farming  land.  He 
was  not  only  the  founder  of  the  Welsh  settlement 
in  Clifford  township,  but  was  also  one  of  the  origin- 
al promoters  of  the  Welsh  Congregational  Church, 
was  elected  deacon  oh  its  organization,  and  served 
as  such  for  many  years.  He  was  an  upright,  hon- 
orable man,  who  had  the  confidence  of  all  who 
knew  him,  and  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  tax 
collector.  While  working  in  the  mines  in  Wales  he 
was  quite  badly  burned  in  an  explosion.  He  was 
born  March  3,  1803,  and  died  May  26,  1870,  and 
his  wife  was  born  January  1,  1800,  and  died  August 
9,  1887,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the 
Welsh  cemetery.  Their  children  were  Catherine  C., 
now  the  widow  of  Thomas  H.  Eynon,  of  Bangor, 
Wis. ; Ann,  who  died  young;  Watkin  W.,  our  sub- 
ject; Mary,  who  was  born  in  1837,  and  died  unmar- 
ried in  1865 ; Evan,  who,  like  his  sister,  died  of 
typhoid  fever  in  1865;  and  John,  a farmer  of  Clif- 
ford township.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, Watkin  and  Mary  Watkins,  and  maternal 
grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evan  Edmonds,  were 
all  lifelong  residents  of  Wales. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  in  Clifford  township 
Watkin  W.  Watkins  grew  to  manhood,  and  in 
Uniondale,  Penn.,  he  was  married,  May  22,  1889, 
to  Miss  Marietta  Craft,  a native  of  Harpersfield, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  of  which  county  her  parents, 
Rebuen  and  Jane  (Conrow)  Craft,  were  also  na- 
tives. Her  father  was  born  in  Roxbury,  in  March, 
1823,  and  in  January,  1855,  removed  to  Jefferson, 
Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  still  resides.  By 
occupation  he  is  a farmer.  He  is  a faithful  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  is  a Republican 
in  politics,  and  has  filled  several  township  offices  of 
honor  and  trust.  His  wife  died  in  Jefferson,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1899,  aged  sixty-eight  years  and  seven 
months.  The  children  born  to  them  were  Marietta, 
now  Mrs.  Watkins ; Lafayette,  a physician  of  Her- 
rick Center,  Penn.;  Leroy,  a farmer  of  Worcester, 
N.  Y. ; Wesley,  who  has  not  been  heard  from  since 
nineteen  years  of  age;  and  Fenton,  a hardware  mer- 
chant of  Jefferson,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Watkins'  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Craft,  was  a native  of  Co- 
lumbia county,  N.  Y.,  and  a son  of  Jacob  Craft,  who 
was  born  in  Connecticut  and  took  an  active  part  in 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

After  attaining  to  man's  estate  Mr.  Watkins 
successfully  operated  the  home  farm,  being  a skill- 
ful and  thorough  agriculturist,  possessed  of  good 
business  ability,  and  he  became  one  of  the  well-to-  1 


do  citizens,  as  well  as  one  of  the  representative  men, 
of  his  community.  He  held  several  township  offices, 
and  always  gave  his  political  support  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party.  He  died  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1898,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Welsh  Hill 
cemetery.  His  wife,  who  is  a capable  business 
woman  and  excellent  financier,  has  since  success- 
fully managed  the  farm,  and  has  gained  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  her. 

JAMES  S.  GALE,  for  several  years  prior  to 
his  death,  on  May  2,  1899,  the  able  and  popular 
postmaster  at  Milford,  Pike  county,  was  one  of  the 
leading  Democrats  of  his  section,  and  for  years  his 
influence  was  a recognized  factor  in  local  political 
movements. 

Mr.  Gale  was  born  May  5,  1852,  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  son  of  Michael  and  Jane  (Aunger)  Gale. 
The  father,  who  held  a government  office  at  Lambay 
Island,  Ireland,  and  was  a prominent  citizen  of  that 
locality,  died  in  1853,  in  early  manhood.  The 
widowed  mother  came  to  America  in  1854,  accom- 
panied by  her  mother  and  our  subject,  and  after 
spending  some  years  in  New  York  City  removed  to 
Hoboken,  N.  J.,  where  she  died  in  1882,  aged  eighty 
years.  After  coming  to  America  she  married 
Thomas  Foster,  a native  of  London,  England,  who 
was  then  engaged  in  the  lithographic  business  in 
New  York  City,  and  also  owned  coal  mines  in  Cen- 
tre county,  Penn.,  being  for  many  years  prominent 
in  business  life.  His  last  days  were  spent  in  retire- 
ment, his  death  occurring  in  1895,  when  he  was 
aged  eighty.  By  this  union  there  were  five  chil- 
dren: Thomas  and  Jennie  (twins),  who  died  in 

childhood ; Lucy,  who  did  not  live  to  maturity ; 
Susan,  wife  of  A.  H.  Wolff,  a graduate  of  Steven’s 
College,  at  Hoboken,  N.  J. ; and  Dorothy,  wife  of 
Charles  L.  Griffin,  a resident  of  Brooklyn,  who  is 
engaged  in  business  in  Wall  street,  New  York. 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  only  child  of  his 
mother's  first  marriage,  was  but  little  over  one  year 
old  when  he  crossed  the  ocean.  He  remained  in  New 
York  City  about  nine  years,  and  then  went  to  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  in  1870  coming  to  this  section  to  make 
his  home  with  an  uncle,  Peter  Dunn,  a farmer  of 
Dingman  township,  Pike  county.  He  had  already 
enjoyed  good  educational  advantages,  and  for  six 
terms  taught  successfully  in  the  schools  of  the  lo- 
cality, his  fine  talents  and  aptitude  for  public  life 
soon  leading  him  into  prominence  in  local  politics. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  commissioner  of  Pike  county, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was  re-elested. 
He  then  accepted  an  appointment  as  commissioner’s 
clerk,  but  on  December  1,  1893,  resigned  to  take 
charge  of  the  post  office  at  Milford,  a third-class 
office.  Mr.  Gale  was  popular  socially  as  well  as 
in  political  circles,  and  was  an  active  member  of 
Milford  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was  unmarried. 

WILLIAM  BURROWS  (deceased)  was  one 
of  the  honored  and  highly-esteemed  citizens  of 
Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  sue- 
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cessfully  carried  on  operations  as  a farmer  for  many 
years.  He  was  a native  of  England,  born  in  Lov- 
mgton,  Somersetshire,  in  July,  18x2. 

In  his  native  land  our  subject  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Long,  who  died  at  Franklin  Forks,  Penn., 
in  June,  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Lawsville  cemetery.  Of  the  five  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union,  the  only  survivor  is  Alvin, 
who  married  Fanny  Eastman,  and  now  lives  at 
Grand  Forks,  N.  Dak.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a loan  agent ; he  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war.  Elizabeth  and  Susan  both  died  young,  and 
Emma  and  Henrietta  are  also  deceased. 

In  1840  Mr.  Burrows,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  two  children,  emigrated  to  the  New  World,  lo- 
cating in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  engaging 
in  the  cultivation  of  berries  for  some  time.  He  then 
removed  to  Franklin  Forks  and  turned  his  attention 
to  general  farming,  in  which  he  met  with  well-de- 
served success.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  and 
influential  citizens  of  the  community,  and  was  an 
active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  he  belonged,  and  of  which  he  was  a trus- 
tee for  many  years.  He  voted  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  gave  a liberal  support  to  all  measures  which  he 
believed  calculated  to  advance  the  moral  or  social 
welfare  of  his  community  or  the  general  public.  He 
passed  away  at  the  present  home  of  the  family,  at 
Franklin  Forks,  December  21,  1892,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  in  Lawsville  cemetery. 

On  May  1,  1883,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Burrows  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss  Caro- 
line Boyd,  a native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
most  estimable  lady,  who  still  resides  at  the  old 
homestead  left  her  by  her  husband,  but  rents  the  farm. 
Her  parents,  Freegift  and  Lucretia  (Tompkins) 
Boyd,  also  natives  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1845,  and  located 
near  Montrose,  in  Bridgewater  township.  The 
father,  who-  was  a prominent  farmer  of  his  com- 
munity, died  in  1881,  aged  eighty  years,  the  mother 
in  1882,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  and  both  were 
buried  in  Franklin  Forks  cemetery.  Religiously 
they  were  sincere  and  faithful  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  The  children  born  to  them  were 
as  follows : Adelaide,  who  died  unmarried  ; Joshua, 

a merchant  and  postmaster  at  Franklin  Forks; 
Mary,  wife  of  L.  O.  Smith,  a carpenter  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; John,  a grocer  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Caro- 
line, widow  of  our  subject;  and  Frances,  a resident 
of  Newburg,  New  York. 

ROBERT  TINKER,  a well-known  extensive 
farmer  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
was  born  September  19,  1842,  in  the  same  township, 
on  the  farm  where  his  sisters  now  reside,  a son  of 
John  and  Agnes  (Stevenson)  Tinker,  who  are  repre- 
sented elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Tinker  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  two  years  after  his  marriage,  and  then  located 
on  what  was  known  as  the  old  Simeon  Burdick 
farm,  in  the  same  township.  After  residing  there 


for  nineteen  years  he  removed,  in  January,  1895, 
to  his  grandfather's  farm,  making  that  his  home  at 
the  present  time.  On  September  16,  1874,  in  Car- 
bondale, Penn.,  Mr.  Tinker  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  A.  Tralles,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  eight  children,  namely:  John  R.,  who  died 
December  28,  1892,  while  attending  college;  Agnes, 
who  is  a graduate  of  the  Susquehanna  Collegiate 
Institute,  and  has  taught  school  for  the  past  five 
years;  and  Anna  H.  (who  also  attended  the  Susque- 
hanna Collegiate  Institute),  James,  Janet  S.,  Rose 
L.,  William  E.  and  Irving  B.,  all  at  home.  Mrs. 
Tinker  was  born  in  Breslau,  Germany,  March  25, 
1848,  a daughter  of  John  R.  and  Rosalie  (Cleinot) 
Tralles,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  that 
place,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1851.  They 
spent  the  first  winter  in  New  York,  and  from  there 
moved  to  Honesdale,  Penn.,  and  later  to  Carbon- 
dale,  where  the  father  died  in  1890,  aged  seventy- 
four  years,  and  where  his  remains  were  interred.  He 
was  a gentleman  of  considerable  prominence  in 
Germany,  and  quite  an  extensive  farmer;  in  this 
country  he  was  engaged  as  a bookkeeper  and  later 
as  a gardener,  having  lost  his  property  before  leaving 
his  native  land.  He  was  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  as  is  also  his  widow,  who  still  resides 
in  Carbondale  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Of 
their  children,  three  died  in  infancy  ; Paul  served  as  a 
soldier  and  musician  throughout  the  Civil  war,  and 
is  now  a photographer  in  Washington,  D.  C. ; Rob- 
ert, who  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  is  now 
a merchant  in  Carbondale;  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  Rosa  (first)  married  William  Rosser 
and  (second)  George  Herbert,  of  Carbondale;  Ella 
is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Smith,  general  freight  agent 
for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Railroad  Co.,  at  Car- 
bondale, and  Annie  and  Jennie  died  when  youiw 
ladies.  ' & 

Mr.  Tinker  has  ever  taken  quite  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  and  has  most 
creditably  filled  the  offices  of  school  director,  super- 
visor and  poor  master  for  three  years  each.  His 
political  support  is  always  given 'to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  partv,  and  he  and  his 
.wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

HENRY  \\  . BRANDT  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  a leading  resident  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  a number  of  prosperous  business  enterprises 
of  that  locality  owe  their  success  to  his  foresight  and 
energy.  He  accumulated  a large  fortune,  of  which 
he  gave  liberally  to  many  worthy  projects,  and  he 
was  the  founder  and  one  of  the  chief  supporters  of 
two  Presbyterian  Churches,  one  at  Brandt  and  the 
other  at  Susquehanna  city.  His  death,  which  oc- 
curred July  8,  1886,  was  sincerely  mourned  in  the 
community  where  his  sterling  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart  were  best  known. 

Mr.  Brandt  was  born  April  26,  1808.  in  Boden- 
werder,  Germany,  son  of  Gottlieb  and  Hannah  C. 
Brandt.  At  the  age  of  twentv-one  vears  he  came 
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to  the  United  States,  having  but  a few  dollars  in  his 
pocket  on  his  arrival  in  New  York  City,  and  he 
located  first  at  Hunter,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  some  time  in  a tannery.  His  ability  was 
quickly  recognized,  and  on  gaining  a knowledge  of 
the  business  he  became  foreman  of  a plant  owned  by 
Mr.  Edwards,  of  Hunter.  Later  he  bought  a small 
tannery  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  and  some  years 
afterward  he  purchased  another  in  Delaware  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  in  partnership  with  a Mr.  Harver.  He 
sold  his  interest  after  a time,  and  rented  the  Ed- 
wards tannery  for  several  years,  but  in  1852  he  came 
to  Susquehanna  county  and  engaged  in  the  tanning 
business  at  Brandt.  He  also  became  interested  in 
the  acid  works  at  that  place,  and  from  the  date  of 
its  organization  until  his  death  he  was  president  of 
the  Burcv  Chemical  Works,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
He  was  prominent  in  banking  business,  being  the 
founder  and  builder  of  the  National  Bank  at  Sus- 
quehanna. In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  but 
took  no  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  party.  In  all 
his  undertakings  there  was  seen  the  influence  of  a 
broad  and  well-balanced  mind,  and  his  rise  from 
poverty  to  affluence  was  but  the  result  of  wisely- 
directed  effort.  In  1838  Mr.  Brandt  married  Miss 
Ruth  Coe,  of  Lexington  Heights,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y., 
a daughter  of  Oliver  and  Nancy  (Buell)  Coe,  the 
former  of  whom,  a farmer,  traced  his  descent 
to  one  of  the  “Mayflower”  pilgrims;  the  latter  was 
a daughter  of  Judge  Milo  Buell,  of  Greene  county, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Brandt  was  a devout  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  a most  loving  helpmeet 
to  her  husband,  her  advice  and  assistance  being  rec- 
ognized factors  in  his  success.  Her  death  occurred 
in  October,  1887,  and  the  remains  of  both  now  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  Brandt.  Eleven  children  were 
born  to  them,  of  whom  nine  are  living  and  occupy 
honorable  positions  in  social  and  business  life. 

(1)  Nancy  H.  Brandt  was  born  November  1, 
1839,  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated 
chiefly  in  the  Susquehanna  county  schools.  In  1859 
she  married  Rev.  Raphael  Kessler,  of  Germany, 
who  was  educated  for  the  Presbyterian  ministry 
and  for  three  and  one-half  years  was  engaged  in 
Presbyterian  missionary  work  in  New  York  City. 
He  then  removed  to  Alt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  preached  four  years,  and  later  he  spent 
five  years  at  Webster  Groves,  Mo.,  and  one  at  Wil- 
mington, 111.  He  then  went  to  Pontiac,  111.,  where 
his  health  failed,  and  he  gave  up  ministerial  work, 
locating  at  Brandt  and  taking  charge  of  a branch  of 
his  father-in-law’s  business.  Politically  he  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  and  his  wife  are  active  workers  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  (2)  Charlotte  Brandt, 
born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Moon,  of  Peckville,  Lackawanna  Co., 
Penn.  (3)  Henry  Brandt,  born  in  Delaware  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  was  a soldier  of  Company  H,  9th  Penn. 
Cavalry,  and  died  at  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  May  14, 
1862.  (4)  Harriet  S.  Brandt  married  Dr.  Theo- 

dore Wing,  of  Carlisle,  Penn.,  and  resided  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  practiced  medicine  for 


some  years.  He  died  in  1888,  and  Mrs.  Wing  is 
now  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (5)  Win- 
field S.  Brandt,  born  in  Hunter,  N.  Y.,  in  1848, 
married  Miss  Harriet  Fromer,  of  Hunter,  and  they 
now  reside  in  Binghamton,  where  he  is  extensively 
engaged  in  the  acid  business.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren— Ruth,  wife  of  Frank  Root,  of  Binghamton ; 
Winifred,  wife  of  William  Willis,  a reporter  on  the 
New  York  Sun;  and  Annett  and  Buell,  at  home. 
(6)  Putnam  Proctor  Brandt,  born  at  Hunter,-  N. 
Y.,  in  1850,  died  in  childhood.  (7)  Helen  O. 
Brandt,  born  at  Hunter  in  1852,  is  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Walter  Peterson,  a minister  at  Lead,  S.  Dak.  (8) 
Jacob  S.  Brandt,  born  at  Brandt  in  1854,  is  now  the 
leading  merchant  at  Brandt,  where  he  also  holds  the 
office  of  postmaster.  He  married  Miss  Carrie 
Porter,  and  they  have  children — May,  Henry, 
Josephine,  Florence  and  Walter.  (9)  Gustavus  A. 
Brandt,  born  in  1857  at  Brandt,  graduated  from 
Princeton  College  and  entered  the  ministry,  and  is 
now  doing  mission  work  in  Minnesota.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Josephine  Buffum,  of  Minnesota,  and  has 
six  children — Ruth,  Maria  B.,  Julia,  Herman,  Oth- 
niel  and  Persis.  (10)  Josephine  Brandt,  born  at 
Brandt  in  1861,  married  Charles  Stickley,  a furni- 
ture dealer  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have 
two  children — Karl  and  Maria.  ( 1 1 ) Schuyler  C. 
Brandt,  born  at  the  present  home  in  1866,  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Stickley  & Brandt,  of  Bingham- 
ton. He  married  Miss  Sallie  Wilbur,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  and  has  one  son,  Schuyler  B. 

HENRY  K.  SHELDON  has  for  over  thirty 
years  spent  his  summers  at  his  country  residence 
at  Silver  Lake,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  has 
become  closely  identified  with  the  welfare  and  ad- 
vancement of  that  region.  His  broad  experience 
in  large  and  successful  enterprises  gives  his  opinion 
special  weight,  and  his  advice  is  often  sought  on 
matters  of  general  importance,  while  he  is  ever 
ready,  with  his  means  and  influence,  to  forward 
any  good  work.  The  enterprising  spirit  which  has 
characterized  his  life  has  been  manifested  in  the 
zeal  which  he  has  displayed  in  improvements  in 
the  locality.  He  has  been  especially  interested  and 
liberal  in  securing  good  roads  in  Silver  Lake  and 
the  surrounding  townships.  He  has  also  been  in- 
strumental in  maintaining  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  Sunday-school,  which  had  long  been  closed. 

James  Sheldon  (father  of  Henry  K.  Sheldon) 
and  Ann  Owen,  his  wife,  who  were  natives  of 
Suffield,  Conn.,  removed  to  Windsor  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage,  and  soon  after  to  New  York  City. 
He  soon  became  prominent  in  financial  matters  in 
New  York,  and  was  identified  with  many  of  the 
important  undertakings  of  the  day.  He  was  one  of 
the  original  capitalists  who  built  the  Erie  and  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  & Western  railroads.  He  died 
in  1852,  at  Marseilles,  France,  while  traveling- 
abroad  with  his  family.  His  wife  survived  him 
many  years,  passing  away  in  1884,  in  Brooklyn. 
Their  family  consisted  of  three  sons,  namely : 
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James  O.,  Henry  K.  and  Lucius  M.,  all  at  present 
residents  of  New  York. 

Henry  K.  Sheldon  was  born  in  the  old  town  of 
Windsor,  Conn.  He  began  business  life  with  his 
father,  who  in  1828  had  established  the  firm  of 
Sheldon  & Phelps,  one  of  the  three  oldest  hardware 
houses  in  this  country.  At  that  time  there  were 
only  a few  staple  articles  of  hardware  manufactured 
in  this  country,  and  these  were  extremely  difficult 
to  sell.  Now  nearly  everything  in  this  line  is  made 
in  America.  Mr.  Sheldon  has  said  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  for.  one  not  conversant  with  these  facts 
to  realize  the  enormous  increase  in  this  line  of  manu- 
factures. In  his  time  he  has  seen  the  great  growth 
of  this  line  of  business  from  its  inception.  Since 
retiring  from  that  business  Mr.  Sheldon  has  given 
his  attention  to  various  commercial  interests,  bank- 
ing, railroading,  mining,  etc.,  etc.  He  is  senior  di- 
rector of  the  American  Exchange  National  Bank; 
vice-president  of  the  Brooklyn  Savings  Bank;  di- 
rector in  the  Fidelity  & Casualty  Co. ; director  in 
the  American  District  Telegraph  Co.;  trustee  of  the 
Brooklyn  Trust  Co.,  etc.,  etc.  The  confidence  gained 
by  the  father  in  the  commercial  circles  of  the  greatest 
metropolis  in  the  country  has  descended  to  the  son, 
who  has  proved  himself  a worthy  successor,  and  his 
wide  experience  with  men  and  affairs  has  brought 
him  to  the  front  as  a financier  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary ability  and  acumen.  His  genial,  kindly  dis- 
position, and  cordial,  though  reserved,  manner,  have 
won  him  hosts  of  friends,  and  his  many  admirable 
personal  equalities  have  gained  him  as  wide  popu- 
larity among  his  fellow  men,  socially,  he  has  been 
accorded  him  by  his  business  associates  for  his  un- 
impeachable integrity  and  sound  judgment.  He  is 
one  of  Nature’s  noblemen,  and  he  has  exemplified, 
throughout  his  long  and  honorable  career,  the  prin- 
ciples and  instincts  of  the  sturdy  New  England  race 
to  which  he  belongs. 

In  1866  Mr.  Sheldon  became  the  owner  of  a 
portion  of  the  old  Dr.  Rose  estate,  in  Silver  Lake 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  his  purchase  in- 
cluding the  James  Rose  home  and  part  of  the  beau- 
tiful lake.  He  has  changed  the  house,  more  than 
one  hundred  years  old,  into  a comfortable  summer 
cottage.  No  expense  has  been  spared  in  beautify- 
ing and  improving  the  place,  and  evidences  of  the 
refinement  of  the  owner  are  seen  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  home  and  all  its  surroundings. 

Mr.  Sheldon  married  Miss  Anna  K.  Embury, 
a member  of  an  old  and  wealthy  Brooklyn  family, 
and  this  union  was  blessed  with  one  child,  Anna 
Embury,  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  James  Townsend 
Russell,  rector  of  St.  Thomas  Episcopal  Church  in 
Brooklyn.  There  is  one  grandson,  Henry  K.  Shel- 
don Russell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  make  their  home 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon,  in  the  summer  at  Sil- 
ver Lake,  and  in  the  winter  at  their  home  in  Brook- 
lyn, No.  220  Columbia  Heights,  conceded  to  be  one 
of  the  finest  situations  in  the  world,  overlooking  as 
it  does  the  City  and  Bay  of  New  York. 

Mrs.  Sheldon's  father,  Daniel  Embury,  was  for 


many  years  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  Brooklyn, 
being  president  of  the  largest  bank  in  that  city  and 
at  one  time  associated  with  Jacob  Barker,  the  great 
financier,  with  whom  he  negotiated  several  large 
loans  for  the  government.  He  married  Miss  Emma 
C.  Manley,  the  well-known  poetess,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  James  R.  Manley,  a distinguished 
physician  of  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Sheldon  was 
highly  educated  in  the  best  schools  of  the  day.  She 
has  seen  the  development  of  the  great  city  from  the 
days  of  its  insignificance.  She  well  remembers 
leaving  her  home  in  Brooklyn  when  a child  of 
eleven  years,  crossing  the  ferry  to  New  York,  and 
going  about  the  city  alone  with  perfect  safety. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon  were  both  accomplished 
musicians  in  their  younger  days,  and  have  always 
been  deeply  interested  in  musical  matters.  Mr. 
Sheldon  is  now,  as  he  has  been  for  many  years, 
president  of  the  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Music,  and 
president  of  the  Brooklyn  Philharmonic  Society. 
He  is  also  a trustee  of  the  Brooklyn  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  and  a trustee  of  the  Brooklyn 
Art  Association.  Mr.  Sheldon  is  a trustee  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Brooklyn,  with  which 
his  father  and  mother  were  for  many  years  con- 
nected. In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  al- 
ways been  identified  with  the  interests  of  that  party 
not,  however,  as  an  office-seeker,  for  he  has  de- 
clined even  so  great  an  honor  as  the  nomination  for 
mayor  of  Brooklyn. 

JACOB  SIEDLER  comes  from  the  Father- 
land,  and  the  strongest  and  most  creditable  char- 
acteristics of  the  Teutonic  race  have  been  marked 
elements  in  his  life,  and  have  enabled  him  to  win 
success  in  the  face  of  opposing  circumstances.  He 
possesses  the  energy  and  determination  which  mark 
the  people  of  Germany,  and  by  the  exercise  of  his 
powers  has  steadily  progressed,  not  only  winning 
a handsome  competence  which  enables  him  to  lay 
aside  business  cares,  but  commanding  universal 
respect  by  his  straightforward  business  methods. 
He  is  now  living  retired  in  Hawley,  Wayne  county, 
where  for  several  years  he  successfully  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business. 

Mr.  Siedler  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  Janu- 
ary 28,  1823,  son  of  Frederick  and  Susan  (Siedler) 
Siedler,  who  were  not  related  previous  to  their  mar- 
riage. The  father,  who  was  a contractor  and 
builder,  died  in  Germany,  in  1826,  at  the  age  of. 
sixty  years.  The  mother  later  became  the  wife  of 
Carl  Frahlick,  and  in  1845  they  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, accompanied  by  our  subject,  her  only  child^ 
They  first  located  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr. 
Frahlick  engaged  in  peddling  dry-goods  for  a time, 
and  then  removed  to  Bloomingburg,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  established  a tin  shop.  On  selling  out,  in  1849, 
he  came  to  Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  hardware  and  tinware  business  for 
some  time,  at  length  selling  out  to  our  subject.  He 
then  conducted  the  “German  Hotel,”  on  the  north 
side  of  the  canal  in  Plawlev,  until  called  from  this 
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life,  in  1853,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years;  his  wife 
died  in  1887,  aged  seventy-six  years.  Both  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Wayne  county,  though  they  were  not 
buried  in  the  same  cemetery.  In  religious  faith 
they  were  Catholics. 

At  an  early  age  Mr.  Siedler  began  assisting  his 
stepfather  in  his  business,  and  continued  with  him 
until  1851,  when  he  purchased  the  hardware  store 
in  Hawley  which  Mr.  Frahlick  had  established. 
He  successfully  carried  it  on  until  1887,  when  he 
sold  out  to  his  nephew,  Jacob  F.  Siedler  (his  name- 
sake). Since  then  he  has  lived  retired,  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  was  always  an  enter- 
prising, wide-awake  business  man,  of  known  relia- 
bility, and  the  success  that  he  achieved  was  cer- 
tainly well  deserved. 

Mr.  Siedler  was  married,  at  Hawley,  in  No- 
vember, 1852,  to  Miss  Margaret  Sheader,  who  died 
in  1867,  aged  thirty-four  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at  Hawley.  To  them  were 
born  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : Charles, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; George,  who 
died  in  childhood ; Anna,  deceased  wife  of  Gustave 
Leiber,  who  conducts  a tin  shop  in  Hawley,  and  by 
whom  she  had  two  sons;  and  Odella,  wife  of  Nich- 
olas Kelsch,  a glass-blower  of  Hawley,  who  has  six 
children  (they  live  with  our  subject).  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  Air.  Siedler  married  Barbara  Staussen,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children : Charles,  deceased ; 

and  Josephine,  deceased  wife  of  Dr.  Eyrod,  who 
now  lives  in  Mexico. 

In  1873  Mr.  Siedler  met  with  misfortune,  fall- 
ing from  the  roof  of  a house  and  breaking  his  limb, 
so  that  amputation  was  necessary.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  valued  citizens  that  Germany  has  furnished 
to  Wayne  county,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  all  enterprises  which  he  believed  calcula- 
ted to  prove  of  public  good.  His  political  support 
is  always  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Democratic  partly  and  he  has  most  acceptably 
served  his  fellow  townsmen  in  the  capacity  of  poor- 
master  and  school  director.  Religiously  he  holds 
membership  in  the  Catholic  Church. 

WILLIAM  C.  NORTON.  The  world  in- 
stinctively pays  deference  to  the  man  whose  success 
in  life  is  worthily  achieved.  This  is  a progressive 
age,  and  he  who  does  not  advance  is  soon  left  far 
behind.  In  Air.  Norton  we  find  one  of  the  most 
successful,  enterprising  and  progressive  farmers  and 
stock  raisers  of  Wayne  county,  and  through  his  en- 
ergetic efforts  and  capable  management  Ridge 
Farm,  in  Clinton  township — the  home  of  the  Nor- 
tons— has  become  famous  far  and  wide. 

Sheldon  Norton  (grandfather  of  our  subject) 
was  born  in  1793,  in  Connecticut,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1S12  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.  After  read- 
ing law  for  some  time,  in  Alt.  Pleasant  township, 
he  was  appointed,  by  Gov.  Findlay,  prothonotary 
and  clerk  of  the  county,  when  but  twenty-five  years 
of  age.  After  receiving  his  appointment  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  town  in  Connecticut,  where  he 


married  Harriet  Spencer,  and  brought  his  bride  to 
his  new  home  in  Bethany,  Wayne  county.  For  two 
years  he  filled  the  offices  to  which  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed, and  then  removed  to  Clinton,  where  he  built 
the  house,  long  known  as  the  Norton  homestead, 
which  is  still  standing.  In  1831  he  was  appointed 
agent  of  the  American  Sunday-school  Union,  and  at 
once  entered  upon  the  arduous  duties  of  that  office, 
riding  the  first  year  7,000  miles  on  horseback 
through  the  South  and  West,  establishing  Sunday- 
schools.  The  family  still  preserve  the  manuscript 
of  several  of  his  addresses  delivered  at  Sunday- 
school  conventions.  These  are  written  in  the  neat, 
clear  handwriting  of  the  author,  and  their  thoughts 
prove  him  to  have  been  a man  of  advanced  ideas, 
and  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  work  in 
which  he  was  so  successfully  engaged.  He  died  in 
this  service,  in  1838,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  Among  his  papers  was  a genea- 
logical record  of  the  Norton  family,  tracing  it  back 
for  forty  generations.  The  name  was  originally 
spelled  Norville,  and  among  its  later  representatives 
were  Thomas  Norton,  a noted  English  lawyer  and 
playwright;  Gre  Norton,  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
death  warrant  of  King  Charles ; and  Col.  Richard 
Norton,  a member  of  the  Council  of  1642,  and  a 
great  favorite  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 

E.  K.  Norton  (our  subject’s  father)  was  born 
in  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  June  3,  1819,  and  was 
given  a thorough  education,  which  well  fitted  him 
for  life’s  responsible  duties.  During  early  man- 
hood he  engaged  in  manufacturing  in  Aldenville, 
Wayne  county,  but  later  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Clinton  township,  becoming 
one  of  its  most  successful  general  farmers  and  fruit 
growers.  He  was  deacon  in  the  Church,  and  took 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  all  Church  work. 
In  Alt.  Pleasant,  January  5,  1843,  he  married  Miss 
Clarissa  N.  McMullen,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  five  children,  namely : Oscar  AT,  born  Alarch 

12,  1846,  died  August  2,  1861  ; Sheldon,  born  June 
15,  1847,  makes  his  home  in  Pennsylvania;  M.  Liz- 
zie, born  July  3,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  E.  H.  Ladyard, 
of  Mt.  Pleasant ; William  C.  is  next  in  the  family ; 
and  Emily  J.,  born  May  11,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  C. 
P.  Perham,  of  New  Jersey. 

In  Clinton  township  William  C.  Norton  was 
born  October  10,  1852,  and  after  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  locality  was  a student  for  some 
time  in  the  Delaware  Literary  Institute,  of  Frank- 
lin, N.  Y.  From  youth  he  has  been  a careful  ob- 
server of  all  improved  methods  of  agriculture  and 
stock  raising,  and  a thoughtful  reader  of  standard 
works  and  periodicals  upon  these  subjects.  He  is 
therefore  one  of  the  best  informed  farmers  and 
stock  breeders  of  the  State,  and  has  met  with  re- 
markable success  in  his  chosen  calling.  His  knowl- 
edge of  pedigrees,  records,  etc.,  and  his  ability  to 
quickly  discern  the  good  points  of  any  animal,  has 
made  him  in  great  demand  as  a judge  of  cattle  and 
hogs  at  the  great  eastern  fairs,  and  given  him  an 
enviable  reputation  among  stock  breeders.  At  the 
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age  of  twenty-one  he  entered  extensively  into  the 
business  of  improving  and  breeding  Berkshire  hogs, 
and  the  Ridge  Farm  herd,  under  his  management, 
was  the  largest  and  best  in  the  country.  It  was 
exhibited  year  after  year  at  all  the  leading  fairs  of 
the  West,  and  won  the  largest  amount  of  prize 
money  of  any  herd  in  America.  Mr.  Norton  is 
still  engaged  in  stock  breeding,  and  is  now  paying 
particular  attention  to  the  raising  of  blooded  horses. 

On  October  9,  1877,  Mr.  Norton  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  M.  Stone,  daughter  of  Lemuel  Stone. 
She  died  July  28,  1878,  leaving  one  child,  Oscar  M., 
born  July  24,  1878.  Mr.  Norton  was  again  mar- 
ried, December  3,  1879,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Jessie  M.,  daughter  of  A.  R.  and  Sarah 
(Burns)  Peck,  and  to  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: Albert  E.,  August  31,  1881  ; Elwin  S.,  May 

23,  1889;  and  E.  Kirk,  August  16,  1892.  The  last 
named  died  May  25,  1897. 

Mr.  Norton  is  a charter  member  and  lecturer 
of  Clinton  Grange,  No.  1031,  and  is  a member  of 
Pomona  Grange,  of  Wayne  county.  He  takes  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  the  work  of  the  Farm- 
ers’ Institute  throughout  the  State,  and  is  a director 
of  the  Wayne  County  Agricultural  Society  and  the 
Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America.  The  Repub- 
lican party  always  finds  in  him  a stalwart  supporter, 
and  he  has  efficiently  served  his  fellow  citizens  as 
county  treasurer,  supervisor  and  town  clerk.  In 
November,  1898,  he  was  honored  with  election  to 
the  State  Assembly.  A man  of  keen  perception,  of 
unbounded  enterprise,  his  success  in  life  is  due  to 
his  own  efforts,  and  he  deserves  prominent  mention 
among  the  leading  and  representative  business  men 
of  the  county.  As  a public-spirited,  progressive 
man,  he  is  recognized  as  a valued  citizen  of  the 
community. 

EDWARD  R.  W.  SEARLE,  a prominent  at- 
torney of  Susquehanna,  and  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  practicing  at  the  Susquehanna  County  .Bar, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, that  county,  June  18,  1858,  a son  of  Henry  S. 
and  Ellen  (Warner)  Searle. 

In  early  life  Henry  S.  Searle  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  also  operated  a grist  and  sawmill,  and  at 
the  age  of  thirty-seven  years  he  went  to  New  York 
City,  where  he  was  interested  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
trade.  \\  bile  there  his  family  moved  to  Montrose, 
in  1865,  and  when  he  returned  to  Susquehanna 
county,  two  years  later,  they  removed  to  Scranton, 
Penn.,  where  in  partnership  with  C.  W.  Kirkpat- 
rick he  was  engaged  in  the  coffee  and  spice  busi- 
ness— the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  State  outside  of 
Philadelphia.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  on  Jan- 
uary 18,  1874,  when  she  was  forty-four  years  of  age, 
he  removed  to  Pittston,  Penn.,  where  he  spent  a few 
years,  in  retirement  from  business,  and  then  went  to 
Detroit,  Mich.,  living  retired  until  called  from  this 
life,  August  2,  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-five  rears. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  both  he  and 


his  wife  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Their  children  were  Carrie  C.,  wife  of  I.  H.  Well- 
ing, who  is  engaged  in  the  coal  business  in  Trenton, 
N.  J. ; Edward  R.  W.,  our  subject ; Fanny  T.,  wife  of 
S.  T.  Hayes,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Warner,  a travel- 
ing salesman  of  Philadelphia ; and  Raynsford  W.,  a 
broker  and  mill  agent  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Our  sub- 
ject’s paternal  grandparents  were  Daniel  and  Jo- 
hanna (Stark)  Searle,  and  nis  maternal  grand- 
parents were  Davis  Dimock  and  Salome  (Rayns- 
ford) Warner. 

Edward  R.  W.  Searle  was  seven  years  of  age 
when  the  family  left  the  farm  to  move  to  Mont- 
rose, and  in  1867  he  went  with  them  to  Scranton, 
where  he  attended  school  and  learned  the  printer’s 
trade,  following  same  for  five  years.  Returning 
to  Montrose  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  entered  St. 
Mary’s  College,  at  Montreal,  Canada,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1877,  and  he  then  entered  the  law 
office  of  Hon.  D.  W.  Searle,  of  Montrose,  where  he 
studied  for  two  years.  He  began  the  practice  of 
law  in  that  city  on  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  at  the 
August  term,  1879,  but  in  1887  removed  to  Great 
Bend,  and  in  1894  came  to  Susquehanna,  where  he 
has  already  succeeded  in  building  up  an  excellent 
practice. 

In  Newton,  N.  J.,  Mr.  Searle  was  married,  No- 
vember 24,  1879,  to  Miss  Margaret  Bedell,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  three  children  : Constance  (who 
died  in  infancy),  Joanna  S.,  and  Clara  M.  Mrs. 
Searle  was  born  in  Beemerville,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J., 
November  22,  1859,  a daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Sarah  (Dennis)  Bedell,  also  natives  of  that  coun- 
ty, the  former  born  in  1834,  the  latter  in  1839.  In 
early  life  the  father  followed  farming,  but  he  is 
now  living  retired  in  his  native  county.  His  chil- 
dren were  Margaret,  wife  of  our  subject;  J.  Lynn, 
a farmer  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J. ; and  Crane,’  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Searle's  paternal  grandparents  were 
Henry  J.  and  Mary  Ann  Bedell,  and  her  maternal 
grandparents  were  Capt.  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Dennis, 
all  residents  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  Capt.  Dennis 
commanded  a company  in  the  State  Militia. 

Mr.  Searle  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  Socially  he  is  quite  popular,  and  he  is  a 
prominent  thirty-second-degree  Freemason,  with 
which  order  he  has  been  connected  since  attaining 
his  majority,  and  a member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a pleasant,  genial 
gentleman,  of  high  social  qualities,  and  has  a most 
extensive  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
throughout  his  native  county. 

ROBERT  H.  HALL,  a well-1  mown  pension 
attorney  and  prominent  business  man  of  Susque- 
hanna, is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in 
the  town  of  1 hompson,  in  January,  1842, and  belongs 
to  one  of  its  honored  pioneer  families.  His  grand- 
father, Asa  Hall,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Jackson  township,  and  a part  of  his  old  home  there 
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is  still  standing.  His  children  were  Abigail,  who 
married  a Mr.  Seeley,  a merchant  tailor  of  Lanes- 
boro,  Susquehanna  county ; Elmyra,  wife  of  Calvin 
Morse,  of  Jackson;  Sallie,  wife  of  Julius  Wash- 
burn, of  Gibson ; Asa,  who  died  when  a young  man ; 
Urban,  a resident  of  Jackson;  and  Cyrus,  father  of 
our  subject. 

Cyrus  Hall  was  born  in  Vermont,  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools,  and  in  his  younger  years  en- 
gaged in  teaching.  He  married  Matdda  Gelatt,  a 
daughter  of  George  Gelatt,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Gibson,  Penn.,  and  granddaughter  of 
Robert  Gelatt,  a Revolutionary  soldier.  1 hey  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  upon  a tract  of  wild  land, 
and  in  course  of  his  life  Cyrus  Hall  cleared  and 
improved  two  or  three  farms.  He  was  also  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business.  He ' 
was  a well-educated  man,  possessed  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  and  in  politics  was  first  a 
Whig  and  later  a Republican,  joining  the  latter 
party  on  its  organization.  For  twenty-five  years  he 
most  creditably  and  acceptably  filled  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Baptist,  and  he  and  his  wife  worshiped  at  that 
Church  for  many  years.  He  died  in  1874,  and  she 
passed  away  in  1897.  This  worthy  couple  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  (1)  Sarah, 

born  in  Thompson,  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  also  studied  music,  which  she  taught 
for  some  time.  She  married  E.  L.  N.  Tobey,  of 
Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  1865,  and  then  removed  to  Mason  county, 
Mich.,  where  she  was  accidentally  killed  by  a run- 
away team  in  1898.  She  was  a lady  of  good  Chris- 
tian character,  loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  left 
four  children,  Cyrus,  Andrew,  William  and  Matilda, 
all  of  whom  are  married  and  have  families  of  their 
own.  (2)  Marion,  born  in  Thompson,  married 
Abram  Clauson,  of  Susquehanna,  and  they  now  re- 
side in  Mason  county,  Mich.  Their  children  are 
Fred,  Will  and  Hattie.  (3)  Frank,  born  in  Thomp- 
son, enlisted  in  July,  1862,  in  Company  F,  141st 
P.  V.  I.,  and  served  through  the  Civil  war,  taking 
part  in  all  the  battles  in  which  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  was  engaged.  He  married  Hattie  Burr, 
of  Thompson,  where  he  died  in  March,  1884,  leaving 
a wife  and  two  sons,  Howard  and  Leon,  now  resi- 
dents of  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.  (4)  Robert  H.,  our 
subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (5)  Nancy, 
born  in  Thompson,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Barnes, 
postmaster  of  Thompson.  (6)  Jane,  born  in  Jack- 
son,  first  married  Charles  Washburn,  of  Jackson,  by 
whom  she  had  one  son,  Egbert,  and  for  her  second 
husband  she  married  Thomas  Pavne,  of  Susque- 
hanna, by  whom  she  has  two  children,  Ligand  and 
Clair.  (7)  Dora,  born  in  Jackson,  is  the  wife  of 
Conebv  Carlow,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  they 
have  five  children,  Frank,  Alice,  Harry,  Azuba  and 
Irving. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Robert  H.  Hall  were 
passed  in  the  towns  of  Thompson  and  Jackson,  and 
his  education  was  acquired  in  the  district  schools. 


He  aided  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm  until 
he  felt  that  his  country  needed  his  services  in  her 
efforts  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  when  he  enlisted, 
October  3,  list)  1 , in  Company  G,  89th  N.  Y.  V.  I., 
at  Windsor,  and  was  sworn  into  the  United  States 
service  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.  The  regiment  was  as- 
signed to  the  9th  Army  Corps,  under  command  of 
Gen.  Burnside,  and  after  twenty-six  days  spent  on 
transports  reached  Cape  ITatteras.  From  there  they 
went  to  Roanoke  Island ; were  in  the  battle  of  Cam- 
den, N.  C.,  in  April,  1862 ; South  Mountain,  Sep- 
tember 14;  Fredericksburg,  in  December,  1862,  and 
succeeded  in  driving  the  Rebels  out  of  Frederick 
City,  Mch,  September  15,  1862.  On  the  17th  of 
September  they  captured  two  batteries,  but  were 
forced  to  retreat  with  a heavy  loss.  History  shows 
that  the  89th  N.  Y.  crossed  the  river  at  Fredericks- 
burg and  captured  160  prisoners.  There  Mr.  Hall 
was  wounded,  but  he  remained  with  his  regiment 
and  engaged  next  day  in  battle,  continuing  with  the 
command  until  after  Gen.  Burnside's  “stick  in  the 
mud”  campaign.  Under  Gen.  Gilmore  the  regi- 
ment was  then  sent  to  Charleston,  where  they  re- 
mained six  months.  They  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  Fort  Gregg,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  Morris 
Island.  From  Charleston  they  went  to  Suffolk, 
Va.,  where  they  remained  until  the  battle  of  the 
fort  on  the  Nanam  river,  in  April,  1863,  where 
they  captured  six  pieces  of  artillery  and  200  men. 
With  the  114th  N.  Y.  V.  1.  and  the  13th  Ind.  V.  I., 
they  led  the  advance  charge  across  the  river,  and 
raised  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  May  3,  1863,  and  for 
their  bravery  in  that  engagement  were  granted  a 
ninety-days  furlough,  which  they  failed  to  get,  how- 
ever, on  account  of  Lee’s  invasion  of  Pennsylvania 
at  Gettysburg.  In  July  they  were  ordered  to  the 
Peninsula  under  Gen.  Speers,  and  entered  Rich- 
mond at  Hanover  Station.  After  taking  the  outer 
works  they  marched  to  Fortress  Monroe,  the  whole 
length  of  the  peninsula,  and  camped  at  Norfolk. 
They  joined  Gen.  Grant’s  army  at  Cold  Harbor,  in 
June,  1864,  and  after  the  engagement  at  that  place 
were  transported  to  the  James  river.  They  led  the 
advance  on  Petersburg,  and  in  the  skirmish  line 
commenced  fighting  June  15,  1864,  being  under  fire 
until  the  18th.  Mr.  Hall  was  detailed  as  sergeant, 
and  had  command  of  Company  C for  a time.  While 
leading  the  charge  he  was  seriously  wounded  in  the 
right  hip,  and  lay  on  the  field  of  battle  for  three 
days.  He  was  then  taken  to  Hampton  hospital, 
near  Fortress  Monroe,  remaining  there  until  July, 
when  he  was  sent  to  Fort  Schuyler,  N.  Y.  He  was 
finally  discharged,  October  19,  1864,  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Susquehanna 
county. 

In  1868  Mr.  Hall  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Helen  Van  Nostram.of  Susquehanna,  a daughter 
of  James  and  Diantha  Van  Nostram,  representatives 

of  old  and  prominent  people  of  Dutchess  county,  N;Y- 
Mrs.  Hall  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  that  State,  in 
April,  1846,  and  was  educated  at  the  schools  of  New 
York,  and  is  now  successfully  conducting  the  leading 
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millinery  establishment  in  Susquehanna.  After  his 
marriage  our  subject  purchased  property  in  that 
city,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  To  him 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren: William  Ray,  born  in  1872,  graduated  from 
the  schools  of  Susquehanna,  from  a commercial  col- 
lege at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  from  a school  of 
pharmacy  in  New  York  City;  he  is  now  engaged  in 
the  drug  business  on  Monroe  avenue,  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  young  business  men 
of  that  city.  Cora,  born  in  1874,  also  graduated 
from  the  Susquehanna  schools,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  William  T.  Evans,  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
Erie  Railroad  Co.  at  Susquehanna.  Frank,  born  in 
1880,  attended  the  home  schools,  and  is  now  clerk- 
ing for  Brush  & Son,  in  Susquehanna. 

Mr.  Hall  is  a leading  and  worthy  citizen  of 
Susquehanna,  and  one  of  its  most  prominent  busi- 
ness men.  He  is  a supporter  of  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  the  first  chief 
of  police  elected  in  Susquehanna,  in  which  capacity 
he  most  creditably  served  for  nine  years.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  Moody  Post  No.  53,  G.  A.  R., 
of  which  he  has  been  commander,  and  also  belongs 
to  the  Union  Veteran  Union,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
Religiously  his  wife  is  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

MARTIN  V.  SMITH  (deceased)  was  for  a 
number  of  years  a trusted  and  faithful  employe  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  and 
for  a quarter  of  a century  he  made  his  home  on  the 
farm  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
his  widow  still  resides.  A native  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  was  born  near  Milford,  Pike  county,  in  July, 
1840,  and  was  the  only  child  of  Jacob  and  Cath- 
erine (Vangorden)  Smith,  both  representatives  of 
honored  pioneer  families  of  Pike  county,  where 
their  deaths  occurred.  The  father  was  one  of  the 
early  school  teachers  of  that  county.  By  trade  he 
was  a carpenter,  and  during  the  summer  seasons  he 
engaged  in  contracting  and  building. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  Martin  V.  Smith 
grew  to  manhood,  and  being  a close  (Student  in  early 
life  he  obtained  a good  education  in  the  higher 
schools  of  the  county.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
offer  his  services  to  the  government  during  the  Civil 
war,  enlisting,  in  Pike  county,  in  Company  B,  56th 
P.  V.  I.,  at  the  first  call  for  volunteers,  and  on  the 
expiration  of  that  term  he  re-enlisted,  remaining  in 
the  service  until  hostilities  ceased,  and  participating 
in  many  important  engagements. 

In  December,  1865,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Leah  White,  who  was  born  in 
July,  1847,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Mat- 
amoras,  Pike  county.  Her  parents,  David  and  Mary 
(Cortwright)  White,  had  two  other  children:  Peter 
White  married  Sarah  A.  Reder,  of  Pike  county,  and 
they  now  reside  in  Pocono  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty; Lorena  White  is  the  wife  of  Tames  B.  Arm- 
strong, who  owns  and  operates  a large  farm  near 
Milford,  Pike  county,  and  they  have  five  children, 


Henrietta,  Ida,  Sadie,  Viola  and  Carrie.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  were  born  two  children : ( 1 ) 

Amy,  born  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  in  1869,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Parkside  schools,  and  married  William 
Derrick,  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county. 
They  now  reside  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a millwright.  They  have  two 
sons,  Arthur  Elwood  and  William  Martin.  (2) 
Jesse  M.,  born  in  Scranton,  in  March,  1873,  received 
a public-school  education,  and  now  has  charge  of  the 
home  farm  for  his  mother.  He  married  Ella  Cos- 
lar,  of  Monroe  county,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Laura. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith  located  in  Scran- 
ton, where  he  made  his  home  for  eight  years,  and 
then  purchased  a farm  in  Paradise  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  one  mile  from  Henryville.  He  made 
many  improvements  upon  the  place  in  the  way  of 
buildings,  and  continued  the  management  of  the 
same  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
January,  1895.  For  over  thirty  years  he  held  the 
position  of  conductor  with  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  railroad,  and  he  had  the  entire 
confidence  and  respect  of  his  employers,  as  well  as 
the  esteem  and  friendship  of  a large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances. From  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  he  was  one  of  its  stanch  supporters,  and 
always  took  an  active  and  commendable  interest  in 
public  affairs.  Socially  he  was  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Stroudsburg,  the 
Order  of  American  Mechanics,  the  Patriotic  Order 
Sons  of  America,  and  the  Mutual  Aid  of  Railroad- 
ers. He  was  a man  of  indomitable  courage  and 
bravery  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances, 
and  on  the  field  of  battle  was  always  found  in  the 
front  ranks.  Mrs.  Smith  and  her  children  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
are  highly  esteemed  by  the  entire  community. 

PROF.  GEORGE  SAWYER,  the  well-known 
county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Pike  county, 
was  born  at  Mill  Rift,  Westfall  township,  that  coun- 
ty, October  15,  1864,  a son  of  John  N.  and  Martha 
A.  (Crane)  Sawyer,  who  spent  almost  their  entire 
lives  at  that  place. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  at  Carpen- 
ter's Point.  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  6,  1817,  and 
was  only  a year  old  when  taken  by  his  parents,  James 
and  Catherine  (Nearpass)  Sawyer,  to  Mill  Rift, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.  Here  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
his  time  being  devoted  to  farming  and  milling  dur- 
ing his  active  business  life,  but  he  is  now  living  re- 
tired. The  name  of  Mill  Rift  was  given  to  the  lo- 
cality on  account  of  the  mill  owned  by  the  father  at 
a large  rift  at  that  place.  He  is  a man  of  promi- 
nence, and  has  been  honored  with  a number  of  local 
offices.  At  Handsome  Eddy,  Pike  county,  he  was 
married,  April  16,  1846,  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Crane, 
who  was  born  in  Shohola  township,  Pike  county, 
August  27.  1829,  a daughter  of  Calvin  and  Jemima 
(Quick)  Crane,  and  died  January  2,  1899.  Twelve 
children  blessed  this  union,  namely : Calvin,  a farmer 
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of  Mill  Rift,  who  married  Josephine  Hallock;  Julia 
and  Harriet,  both  deceased ; Gertrude,  wife  of  Henry 
Sterns,  a carpenter  of  Matamoras,  Penn. ; William, 
a carpenter  of  Mill  Rift,  who  married  Mary  Winter- 
mute  ; Mary,  deceased ; Frank,  a horse  trainer  of 
Beaver  Dam,  Wis. ; Samuel,  who  married  Kate  En- 
nis, and  died  in  September,  1896;  Carrie,  wife  of  W. 
J.  Joy,  a school  teacher  of  Chichester,  N.  Y. ; George, 
our  subject;  Henry,  a blacksmith  of  Middletown, 
N.  Y.,  who  married  Ora  Ferris ; and  Emma,  who  is 
with  her  father.  More  extended  mention  is  made 
of  the  family  elsewhere. 

Prof.  Sawyer  attended  the  local  schools  and  aid- 
ed in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  fifteen  years 
of  age.  Being  an  ambitious  youth,  desirous  of  a 
better  education,  he  and  Horatio  Hazelton,  a boy 
of  seventeen  years,  became  interested  in  the  stone 
quarry  business,  and  in  this  way  he  earned  enough 
monev  during  the  summer  months  to  pay  his  expenses 
while  in  school  through  the  winter  season,  at  Mat- 
amoras, Pike  county.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  be- 
gan teaching  at  Mill  Rift,  and  was  thus  employed 
for  two  terms.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  entered  the 
Ohio  Normal  University,  at  Ada,  Ohio,  but  com- 
pleted his  education  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  where  an 
uncle  lived.  In  1887  he  was  chosen  principal  of 
the  Matamoras  schools,  and  most  satisfactorily 
filled  that  position  until  1892,  when  he  was  appoint- 
ed county  superintendent,  to  fill  an  unexpired  term 
as  county  superintendent  of  Pike  county.  In  May, 
1893,  he  was  elected  to  that  office,  and  in  1896  and 
1899  honored  with  re-election.  His  labors  in  behalf 
of  the  schools  have  been  most  effective,  raising  their 
standard  until  they  now  rank  among  the  best  in  the 
State. 

On  August  10,  1887,  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  Prof. 
Sawyer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Earl, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  Calvin  Hare, 
a Baptist  minister,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Rena,  born  December  11,  1890.  Mrs.  Sawyer  was 
born  in  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Edward  H.  and  Jennie  (Van  Horn) 
Earl,  natives  of  Montague,  N.  J.,  and  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  respectively.  At  the  age  of  seven  her  father 
came  with  his  parents  to  Pike  county,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming,  and  later  in  the  stone  quarry 
business  until  1890,  when  he  accepted  a position  as 
watchman  with  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.  He  was  born 
in  1845,  and  his  wife  in  1852,  and  they  now  make 
their  home  in  Westfall  township,  Pike  county.  Airs. 
Sawyer  is  one  of  a family  of  five  children,  the  others 
being  Charles,  Albert,  Jennie  and  Maud,  all  at  home. 
Mrs.  Sawyer’s  paternal  grandfather,  Moses  Earl, 
came  from  New  Jersey  to  Pike  county  in  1852. 

Socially  Prof.  Sawyer  is  a member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  at  Milford,  Penn.,  and  politically  he 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  His  prom- 
inent characteristics  were  manifest  when  he  pro- 
vided for  his  own  education,  determination,  self- 
reliance  and  undaunted  perseverance  showing  that 
the  student  would  make  a capable  man  of  affairs. 
He  is  popular,  and  is  the  center  of  a large  circle  of 


friends  and  acquaintances,  who  honor  and  esteem 
him  for  his  many  virtues  and  his  genuine  worth. 
Of  large  brain  and  kindly  heart,  he  is  interesting 
and  instructing  in  conversation,  courteous  and  genial 
in  deportment,  and  affable  and  agreeable  at  all  times. 

CLARK  ERNEST  YOSS,  general  merchant 
and  postmaster  at  Auburn  Four  Corners,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  a valuable  citizen  of  this  section, 
holding  a prominent  place  among'  the  thrifty  and 
progressive  business  men.  He  is  a native  of  the 
county,  born  October  5,  1859,  in  Ditnock  township, 
three  miles  from  his  present  home,  and  is  a son  of 
David  and  Mary  E.  (Titman)  Voss. 

David  Voss  was  born  December  29,  1835,  in 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  the  only  child  of  Jacob  and 
Mahala  (McKnight)  Voss,  who  passed  their  entire 
lives  in  that  locality,  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
reared  in  the  vicinity  of  his  birthplace,  where  he 
was  married,  in  August,  1858,  to  Mary  Elizabeth 
Titman,  who  was  born  in  Warren  county  January 
27,  1841,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Jane  (Mann) 
Titman.  In  1859  they  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  a few  years  later  removing  to  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  where  Mr.  Voss  followed  farming  for  one 
year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned  to  his 
old  home  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.  In  a few 
months,  however,  he  took  up  his  home  at  South 
Auburn,  Susquehanna  county,  residing  there  for 
six  years,  and  in  1866  he  settled  on  the  farm  in 
Auburn  township  where  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  dying  July  19,  1894.  His  remains  are 
interred  in  the  Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  He  left  three 
children : Clark  E.,  whose  name  introduces  this 

sketch;  Roxana,  wife  of  Calvin  Dean,  a farmer  of 
Shannon  Hill,  Penn.,  and  Jennie  A.,  who  lives  at 
home.  On  March  14,  1865,  Mr.  Voss  enlisted,  at 
Rock  Island,  111.,  in  Company  K,  58th  111.  V.  I., 
and  served  until  the  expiration  of  his  term,  receiv- 
ing an  honorable  discharge  March  13,  1866,  at 
Montgomery,  Ala.  He  was  never  wounded  in 
action,  but  while  guarding  prisoners  he  slipped 
from  a wall  and  injured  his  knee. 

Clark  E.  Voss  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm, 
and  received  the  advantages  offered  by  the  neigh- 
boring public  schools,  acquiring  a good  practical 
education.  He  remained  at  home  up  to  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  after  which  he  taught  school  for  two 
terms,  one  in  the  Pickett  school  and  the  other  at 
Auburn  Center.  On  March  23,  1880,  he  became 
connected  with  the  business  which  he  now  carries 
on  as  proprietor,  clerking  for  ten  years  with  his 
uncle,  D.  C.  Titman,  who  was  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Titman  & James  during  the  first  year  of 
that  period,  and  then,  the  partnership  having  been 
dissolved,  conducted  the  business  alone  until  our 
subject  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  which  continued 
thus  for  three  years.  Mr.  Voss  has  been  sole  owner 
since  April,  1894.  He  has  taken  a keen  interest  in 
the  public  as  well  as  the  commercial  affairs  of  his 
town,  served  as  township  auditor,  and  during  Har- 
rison's administration  was  first  appointed  post- 
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master,  holding  the  position  throughout  his  term ; 
he  was  reappointed  September  15,  1897.  Mr.  Voss 
gives  his  attention  principally  to  his  mercantile 
business,  but  he  has  also  been  interested  in  other 
lines,  and  has  proved  himself  to  be  an  able  and  en- 
terprising merchant,  just  and  honorable  in  all  his 
transactions,  and  possessing  good  judgment  in  mat- 
ters financial.  His  thrift  and  good  management 
have  brought  him  encouraging  success,  and  he  is 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Auburn  township  in 
every  sense  of  the  word.  I11  political  faith  he  is  a 
Republican.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Maple  Lodge, 
1.  O.  O.  F.,  Springville. 

Mr.  Voss  was  married,  in  November,  1884,  in 
Bridgewater  township,  to  Miss  Almeda  Lake,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Glen  L.  Our  subject  is  not  a 
member  of  any  denomination,  but  he  attends  the 

M.  E.  Church,  and  contributes  liberally  toward  its 
support.  Mrs.  Voss  was  born  November  21, 
1863,  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
daughter  of  Isaac  Lake,  a native  of  Warren  county, 

N.  J.,  who  was  a son  of  Abraham  Lake  and  great- 

grandson  of  Garrison  Lake,  who  passed  his  life  in 
Warren  county.  Abraham  Lake  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  and  settled  in  Rush  town- 
ship about  1859,  carrying  on  farming  there  for  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  Isaac  Lake  remained  in 
his  native  county  until  i860,  when  he  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  locating'  first  in  Springville  town- 
ship and  later  in  Rush  township,  and  thence  re- 
moving to  South  Montrose,  where  he  died  June 
22,  1882,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years,  having 
been  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a buggy.  He 
was  a lifelong  farmer,  and  became  quite  prominent 
in  the  neighborhood  of  his  adopted  home.  He  was 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  South  Montrose.  Mr. 
Lake  was  married,  in  Warren  county,  to  Margaret 
Raub,  whose  parents,  Michael  and  Mary  (Reed) 
Raub,  and  grandparents  were  all  residents  of  War- 
ren county.  To  this  union  were  born  four  chil- 
dren : Michael,  who  is  a stock  dealer  of  South 

Montrose;  Erastus,  a stock  dealer  of  Springville; 
Lodaska,  wife  of  Charles  Allen,  a farmer  of  Dimock 
township;  and  Almeda,  Mrs.  Voss.  The  mother 
now  resides  among  her  children.  She  was  born 
August  19,  1837. 

EDWIN  J.  MATTHEWS,  now  serving  as 
president  of  the  town  council  of  Susquehanna,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  one  of  the  most  important 
factors  in  business  circles  there,  is  a man  whose 
sound  judgment  and  good  executive  ability  have 
won  him  success  in  both  private  and  public  life. 
He  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  granite  and 
marble  monuments,  and  prosperity  has  crowned  his 
well-directed  efforts. 

Mr.  Matthews  was  born  in  Salisbury  Center, 
Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  13,  1854,  a son  of 
Daniel  and  Sarah  J.  (Curtis)  Matthews,  natives  of 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  who  were  married  in 
Oakland  township,  November  6,  1842.  In  18^1  they 
removed  to  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  but  three  years 


later  returned  to  their  native  county  and  located 
in  New  Milford  township,  making  their  home  there 
until  i860,  when  they  again  took  up  their  residence 
in  Oakland  township.  Throughout  life  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and,  as  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  community,  he  was 
called  upon  to  fill  many  township  offices,  including 
those  of  school  director  and  supervisor.  Politi- 
cally he  was  a Jeffersonian  Democrat,  and  relig- 
iously he  and  his  wife  were  earnest  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  died  February 
20,  1878,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years  and  three 
months,  and  she  passed  away  October  10,  1887,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years  and  six  months,  both  be- 
ing laid  to  rest  in  South  Windsor,  N.  Y.  Their 
children  were  Amasa  G.,  a farmer,  living  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Oakland  township ; Warren,  who 
died  March  2,  1844,  aged  three  months;  Mary  ]., 
who  died  November  25,  1863,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years;  Edwin  J.,  our  subject;  Ella,  wife  of 
Wells  Harris,  foreman  of  the  car  repair  shops  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Myrta,  wife  of  A.  L.  Bur- 
ton, a farmer  of  Oakland  township. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Da- 
vid and  Clarissa  (Blowers)  Matthews,  the  former 
a native  of  Vermont,  the  latter  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  He  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  in  1810,  first  locating  in  Franklin 
township,  but  after  living  there  two  years  he  re- 
moved to  Bridgewater  township,  locating  on  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Daniel  McCollum  farm.  In 
1826  he  removed  to  New  Milford  township,  and 
settled  two  miles  east  of  the  borough  of  New  Mil- 
ford, at  what  is  now  Matthews  Corners,  owned  by 
a Mr.  Tingley.  Mr.  Matthews  owned  and  operated 
a farm  in  that  township  for  many  years,  but  spent 
his  last  days  in  New  Milford  borough,  where  he 
died  in  1869,  aged  seventy-three  years.  His  wife 
died  in  1883,  aged  eighty-three  years,  and  both  were 
buried  in  New  Milford.  They  held  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  the  following  children:  Nellie,  wife  of 
John  Wood,  of  Bridgewater  township;  Daniel,  fa- 
ther of  our  subject;  James,  who  died  in  Galesburg, 
111. ; William,  who  died  in  Sidney,  N.  Y. ; and  Mary, 
wife  of  John  Williams,  a retired  citizen  of  Bing- 
hamton, New  York. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandparents,  Warren 
and  Polly  Curtis,  were  farming  people  of  East 
Bridgewater  township,  where  they  made  their  home 
throughout  life.  The  former  died  in  1859,  aged  six- 
ty-three years,  the  latter  in  1865,  aged  seventy- 
five  years.  Their  children  were  Ira  C.,  who  died 
in  Oakland  borough ; Phenelia,  who  married  Sher- 
man Hunger,  and  died  in  Salisbury  Center,  N.  Y. ; 
Betsy,  deceased  wife  of  J.  F.  Mclvune : Sarah  J., 
mother  of  our  subject;  and  Mary,  deceased  wife  of 
Charles  Palmer,  of  Kirkwood,  New  York. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  Edwin  J.  Mat- 
thews obtained  his  primary  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  entered  Wind- 
sor Academy,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  two- 
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years.  He  then  served  a three-years’  apprenticeship 
to  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  period  opened  a blacksmith  shop 
in  Susquehanna,  conducting  same  in  partnership 
with  A.  V.  Price  until  August,  1877,  when  he  went 
upon  the  road  as  traveling  salesman  for  De  Long 
Bros.,  marble  dealers  of  Susquehanna,  remaining 
with  them  two  years  and  six  months.  lre  was  then 
with  A.  W.  Ayers,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  lw  a short 
time,  and  in  July,  1880,  located  in  Montr6.se,  Penn., 
where  he  carried  on  the  marble  business  on  his  own 
account  until  coming,  in  July,  1885,  to  Susquehanna, 
where  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  the 
same  line  of  trade. 

On  June  15,  1879,  Mr.  Matthews  was  mar- 
ried, in  the  North  Jackson  church,  to  Miss  Ella  A. 
Whitney,  who  was  born  in  Thompson  township, 
April  9,  1854,  a daughter  of  Russell  V.  and  Melissa 
(Wheaton)  Whitney,  now  residents  or  Thompson 
borough.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  four  chil- 
dren: Ruth  E.,  lna  L.,  Fred  E.  and  Frank  W. 

Mr.  Matthews  has  always  been  deeply  interest- 
ed in  public  affairs,  and  the  good  of  the  communi- 
ties where  he  has  resided.  He  is  genial,  courteous, 
enterprising  and  progressive,  has  displayed  com- 
mendable public  spirit  and  the  highest  integrity  of 
character,  and  reflects  credit  on  the  community 
which  has  honored  him  with  its  highest  office. 
While  a resident  of  Montrose,  he  was  a member  of 
the  town  council  three  years,  and  since  coming  to 
Susquehanna  has  served  as  poormaster  three  years, 
judge  of  election  two  years,  and  member  of  the  town 
council  for  the  past  four  years.  He  is  a Republican 
in  politics.  Fraternally  Air.  Matthews  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  Starrucca  Lodge  No.  423,  I.  O.  O. 
E.,  in  which  he  is  a past  grand,  is  also  a member  of 
the  Encampment  and  Rebekah  branches  of  that 
Order:  of  Canawacta  Tribe  No.  246,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  of 
which  he  is  past  sachem  and  past  president  of  the 
Past  Sachems  Association  of  Susquehanna  county ; 
and  of  the  Degree  of  Pocohontas.  He  is  a promi- 
nent and  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  held  official  relation  to  the  Church 
for  fifteen  years,  being  president  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees at  the  present  time.  He  served  as  Sunday-school 
superintendent  for  six  years,  and  is  prominent  in 
the  County  and  State  Sunday-school  Association 
work,  in  which  he  takes  an  enthusiastic  and  ener- 
getic part,  having  been  vice-president  three  years 
and  president  of  the  county  association  two  years. 
His  services  are  much  sought  after. 

DAVID  W.  BAILEY  is  a most  progressive  and 
energetic  agriculturist  of  Liberty  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  his  management  of  his  farm  being 
marked  by  the  scientific  knowledge  and  skill  which 
characterize  the  modern  farmer.  He  was  born  in 
that  township  in  1845,  a son  °f  B.  Watson  and 
Louisa  (Dawley)  Bailey,  the  former  born  in  Bucks 
county,  Penn.,  in  1811,  the  latter  in  Rhode  Island, 
in  1816. 

Our  sub  ject’s  paternal  great-grandfather,  Thom- 
24 


as  Bailey,  was  also  a native  of  Bucks  county,  where  he 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  his  children  were 
grown,  and  then  moved  to  Maryland,  locating  near 
Baltimore,  where  his  death  occurred.  He  had  one 
son,  David,  and  one  daughter,  Edith,  who  married 
Richard  Margery,  twin  brother  of  our  subject’s 
grandmother,  and  located  in  Bucks  county. 

David  Bailey,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Bucks  county,  in  1783,  and  there  wed- 
ded Mary  Margery,  who  was  born  in  the  same  coun- 
ty in  1788.  In  1815  they  came  thence  to  Lawsville, 
now  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  at 
which  time  that  region  was  all  wild  and  unim- 
proved, and  he  was  forced  to  do  his  milling  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  sixteen  miles  from  his  home, 
driving  through  the  woods  with  a yoke  of  oxen 
and  cart.  He  took  up  land  near  the  village  of 
Lawsville,  where  John  Butler  now  resides,  and 
erected  thereon  a little  log  house  in  which  he  and 
his  family  lived  until  1829,  when  it  was  replaced  by 
a good  frame  residence.  There  he  died  in  1844,  and 
his  wife,  who  for  a few  years  previous  to  her  death 
lived  with  her  sons,  passed  away  in  1868.  To  this 
worthy  couple  were  born  seventeen  children,  nine 
of  whom  reached  maturity,  viz. : ( 1 ) Edith,  born 

in  1807  61  Bucks  county,  first  married  Jacob  Allard, 
whose  home  was  near  Lawsville,  and  who  died  leav- 
ing four  children.  For  her  second  husband  she 
wedded  Solomon  Williams,  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  by  whom  she  had  a 
large  family.  (2)  Elizabeth,  born  in  Bucks  coun- 
ty in  1810,  married  Nathaniel  Banker,  of  Liberty 
township,  where  she  died  leaving  one  son,  who  died 
shortly  afterward.  (3)  Benjamin  Watson  is  men- 
tioned below.  (4)  Richard,  born  in  Bucks  county, 
in  1813,  married  Annie  Webster,  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, and  after  his  father's  death  lived  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  died  in  1872,  leaving  a wife 
and  two  children,  Mary  and  Jane.  Mary  wedded 
Ebenezer  Webb,  who  died  leaving  two  children 
(still  living),  and  for  her  second  husband  wedded 
Charles  Mitchell,  who  left  three  children,  all  resi- 
dents of  Susquehanna  county.  Jane  is  the  wife  of 
John  Butler,  who  lives  on  the  old  Bailey  farm  in 
Liberty  township.  (5)  David,  born  in  Liberty 
township,  in  1815,  married  Freelove  Kenyon,  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  located  in  Liberty  township, 
where  he  died  in  1880.  Of  his  four  children  Newell 
died  in  1892 ; Phineas  is  a resident  of  Lawsville ; 
Leonard,  of  Liberty  township ; and  Margaret  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Craik,  of  Liberty  township.  (6) 
Joseph,  born  in  1820,  married  Mercy  Dawley,  who' 
died  leaving  two  daughters — Elizabeth,  wife  of  John 
Eastmas,  of  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  Eliza,  a bookkeeper  of  Grand  Forks,  N.  Dak. 
For  bis  second  wife  he  married  Jane  Bell,  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  bv  whom  he  bad  one  daughter,  now 
the  widow  of  Mr.  Caswell,  of  Liberty  township. 
Mr.  Bailey  died  in  1886,  his  second  wife  in  1896. 
(7)  Deborah,  born  in  1822,  married  Rev.  John 
Green,  now  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where  she 
died  in  1897,  leaving  two  daughters — Martha,  wife 
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of  Robert  Jacob, of  Thompson, Susquehanna  county; 
'and  Josephine,  wife  of  Frank  Robertson, of  Bradford 
county.  (8)  Edward  L.,  born  in  1823,  attended  the 
high  school  of  Hallstcad,  and  later  Hamilton  Univer- 
sity and  the  Rochester  Theological  Seminary,  after 
which  he  was  ordained  a minister  of  the  New-School 
Baptist  Church.  He  wedded  Mary  Turrell,  of  Lib- 
erty township,  and  located  in  Carbondale,  Penn., 
where  he  preached  for  thirteen  years.  Later  he 
was  chaplain  of  the  State  Senate  at  Harrisburg  for 
three  years,  and  then  returned  to  Carbondale,  where 
he  died  shortly  afterward.  He  was  a brilliant  and 
highly  educated  man,  greatly  beloved  by  his  own 
congregation,  and  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
people  of  all  denominations.  As  a husband  and 
father  he  was  kind  and  affectionate,  and,  as  a neigh- 
bor, social,  cheerful  and  sympathetic,  while  the  poor 
and  needy  always  found  in  him  a friend.  He  left 
a wife,  who  died  in  November,  1898,  and  four  chil- 
dren— Dr.  D.  L.,  of  Carbondale;  Edward  L.  and 
Willis  L.,  both  of  Franklin  Forks;  and  Lillian,  wife 
of  Edson  Rhinevault,  of  Franklin  township.  (9) 
William  M.,  the  youngest,  is  mentioned  farther  on. 

Benjamin  Watson  Bailey,  the  . father  of  our 
subject,  was  married,  on  reaching  manhood,  to  Miss 
Louisa  Dawley,  a daughter  of  Stephen  and  Eliza- 
beth Dawley,  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  early  set- 
tlers of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bailey  located  in  that  town- 
ship, where  he  cleared  and  improved  a farm.  Dur- 
ing his  boyhood  and  youth  he  had  become  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  the  arduous  labors  which  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  pioneer  in  a thickly  wooded  coun- 
try, and  for  several  years  he  followed  lumbering 
in  connection  with  farming,  and  successfully  oper- 
ated a sawmill.  Upon  his  property  he  erected  a 
large  brick  house,  and  made  many  other  useful  and 
valuable  improvements,  so  that  he  had  one  of  the 
best  places  of  the  locality.  There  he  died  in  1879, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His 
first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died  in  1858, 
and  he  subsequently  married  Miss  Sarah  Stanford, 
who  died  in  1862,  leaving  no  children.  In  1863  he 
wedded  Mrs.  Flora  A.  Bell,  the  widow  of  Joseph 
Bell,  of  Liberty  township,  and  to  them  was  born  one 
son,  Frederick  L.,  who  married  Dora  Chandler,  of 
Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  has  one  daughter,  Ella  M. ; 
they  reside  on  the  old  homestead  in  Liberty  town- 
ship with  his  mother.  By  the  first  marriage  there 
were  five  children,  of  whom,  Stephen,  the  eldest, 
married  Amanda  Webster,  of  Liberty  township,  and 
settled  on  a farm  near  his  father’s  home,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  leaving  a 
wife  but  no  children.  Albert  P.,  the  second  son, 
married  Sarah  Craik,  of  Silver  Lake  township,  and 
is  still  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  the  old 
homestead.  Dimock  L.  and  Delia  both  died  in 
early  life.  David  W.,  the  youngest,  is  the  subject 
proper  of  these  lines. 

David  W.  Bailey,  the  youngest  in  the  family, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Libertv  town- 
ship, and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm 


until  he  was  married,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Delphine 
Law,  a daughter  of  Hiram  T.  and  Mary  E.  Law, 
representatives  of  old  and  prominent  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  Liberty  township.  Her  grandlather,  Garry 
Law,  came  from  Connecticut  to  Susquehanna  county 
as  early  as  1827,  and  located  on  the  farm  in  Liberty 
township  where  our  subject  now  resides,  and  where 
he  continued  to  make  his  home  throughout  life. 
Some  years  after  locating  here  he  returned  to  his 
native  State  on  a visit,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
four  children.  They  made  the  entire  journey,  of 
over  300  miles,  In  a cart  drawn  by  oxen,  and  re- 
turned in  the  same  manner,  the  trip  requiring  sev- 
eral months.  His  children  were  Phoebe,  wife  of 
Lee  Smith,  of  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of  Alvin  Dickinson, 
of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  is  the  only  one  of  the  fam- 
ily now  living ; Edward,  who  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Liberty  township  when  a young  man ; and 
Hiram  T.,  father  of  Mrs.  Bailey.  The  last-named 
remained  upon  the  old  homestead  throughout  life, 
and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  his  community,  taking  an  active  part  in 
local  politics  and  most  efficiently  filling  a number  of 
township  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  His  children 
were  Delphine,  wife  of  our  subject;  Julia,  wife  of 
G.  W.  Meeker,  of  Liberty  township ; Grace,  wife  of 
G.  W.  Lindsley,  of  the  same  township;  and  Nettie 
and  Charlotte,  who  died  in  early  girlhood. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bailey  located  in  How- 
ardville,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a farm  for 
two  years,  and  then  purchased  a place  near  Laws- 
ville,  where  he  resided  for  twenty-three  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  erected  a comfortable  residence 
and  two  barns.  His  son  Burt  L.  now  occupies  that 
farm.  In  1895  our  subject  purchased  the  old  Law 
homestead,  where  he  is  living  at  the  present  time. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  have  been  born  seven 
children:  (1)  Burt  L.,  born  July  13,  1873,  re- 

mained under  the  parental  roof  until  reaching  man- 
hood, and  acquired  his  education  in  the  home 
schools.  In  May,  1898,  he  married  Miss  Myra 
Southworth,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Henri- 
etta Southworth,  the  former  a merchant  and  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Lawsville.  (2)  Frank  H.,  born  in 
1874,  began  his  education  in  the  district  schools, 
and  later  attended  the  State  College,  in  Centre  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  where  he  learned  butter  making,  taking  a 
full  course  in  the  creamery  business.  In  November, 
1897,  he  married  Miss  Jessie  Southworth,  a sister  of 
his  brother's  wife,  and  moved  to  Jefferson  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  the  creamery  business 
for  some  time.  On  his  return  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty he  took  charge  of  the  Quaker  Lake  Creamery, 
with  which  he  was  connected  when  he  contracted 
typhoid  fever,  in  April,  1898,  and  died.  He  was  a 
very  ambitious  young  man,  possessed  of  many  good 
qualities,  and,  besides  his  sorrowing  wife  and  his 
father’s  family,  he  left  many  friends  to  mourn  his 
decease.  (3)  Gertie,  born  in  March,  1879,  died 
at  the  age  of  one  year.  (4)  Rose  M.,  born  in 
October,  1881,  is  a student  in  the  Lawsville  schools. 
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(5)  Earl  D.,  born  in  June,  1884,  (6)  Florence, 
born  in  May,  1888,  and  (7)  Bruce  T.,  born  Decem- 
ber 2,  1895,  are  all  in  school. 

Mr.  Bailey  comes  of  good  old  Whig  stock,  and 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He 
uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  takes  a 
commendable  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  has 
most  efficiently  served  as  poormaster  of  Liberty 
township  two  terms,  and  was  treasurer  one  term. 
He  and  his  wife  stand  high  in  the  community  where 
they  make  their  home.  Those  who  know  them  best 
are  numbered  among  their  warmest  friends,  and 
no  citizens  of  Liberty  township  are  more  honored 
or  highly  respected. 

\\  illiam  M.  Bailey,  a representative  farmer 
of  Liberty  township,  was  born  there  June  19,  1830, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  the  township, 
and  when  a young  man  acquired  a knowledge  of  the 
shoemaker’s  trade,  which  he  followed  during  the 
winter  months,  while  he  operated  the  home  farm 
for  his  mother  during  the  summer  season.  In  1853 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura  M.  Tur- 
rell,  a daughter  of  David  O.  and  Annie  (Webster) 
Turrell,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island, 
respectively,  who  were  married  in  Libertv  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  began  their  domestic 
life  in  Lawsville  Centre,  but  later  removed  to  Frank- 
lin township,  where  the  mother  died.  The  father 
then  lived  with  our  subject  and  his  wife  until  he, 
too,  was  called  to  his  final  rest.  For  two  years 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Bailey  remained  on  his 
mother's  place,  in  1856  purchasing  a partially  im- 
proved farm  in  Liberty  township,  two  miles  west  of 
Brookdale,  where  he  has  erected  a fine  residence, 
good  barns  and  outbuildings,  and  made  many  other 
improvements  which  add  to  its  value  and  attractive 
appearance. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  have  a family  of  three 
children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter:  (1)  C.  L., 
born  in  Liberty  township,  in  1857,  received  a good 
common-school  education,  and  married  Mertie  I. 
Travis,  of  Liberty  township,  a daughter  of  James 

M.  and  Etta  Travis.  They  now  reside  in  Bingham- 
ton, X.  Y.,  where  he  works  at  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
(2)  Dr.  M.  L.,  born  in  1865,  acquired  his  literary 
education  in  the  home  schools,  and  later  attended 
a medical  college  in  New  York,  where  he  was  grad- 
uated. He  is  now  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  Carbondale,  and  is  also  medical  examiner  in  a 
hospital  there.  In  1898  he  married  Miss  Catherine 
Diamond,  of  Philadelphia.  (3)  Hattie  R.,  born  in 
1867.  received  a district-school  education,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Richard  Thompson,  of  Binghamton, 

N.  Y.,  by  whom  she  has  one  daughter,  Florence  E. 

Politically  Mr.  Bailey  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  most  credit- 
ably filled  the  offices  of  auditor,  justice  of  the  peace 
and  assessor  for  a number  of  terms.  For  over 
twenty  years  he  and  his  wife  have  been  members  of 
the  Old-School  Baptist  Church,  and  have  taken  an 
active  part  in  Church  work.  They  are  highly  re- 


spected and  esteemed  in  the  community  where  they 
have  so  long  made  their  home,  and  their  strict  in- 
tegrity and  kindly  disposition  have  won  for  them 
a host  of  warm  personal  friends. 

SAMUEL  P.  LOOMIS  (deceased)  was  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  Great  Bend  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  for  many  years.  He 
was  widely  known  and  honored,  and  in  his  death  the 
community,  whose  interests  he  had  much  advanced 
by  his  enterprise,  has  lost  a valuable  citizen.  His 
integrity  of  character  and  never-failing  courtesy 
made  him  beloved  by  all  who  had  the  honor  of  his 
acquaintance. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  born  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y., 
October  6,  1840,  a son  of  C.  F.  and  Betsy  (Lyons) 
Loomis.  The  Loomis  family  is  of  old  New  Eng- 
land stock,  having  been  founded  in  this  country  by 
three  brothers,  natives  of  England,  who  crossed  the 
Atlantic  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury and  located  at  Agawam,  Mass.  One  of  these, 
Thomas  Loomis,  later  removed  to  Hartford  county, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1789,  leaving  two  sons  and 
one  daughter.  To  this  branch  of  the  family  our 
subject  belonged. 

C.  F.  Loomis,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  and  was  a farmer  and  lumber- 
man by  occupation.  In  1855  he  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  and  established  a sawmill  on 
Wiley  creek,  then  known  as  Steam  Hollow,  where 
he  did  quite  an  extensive  business,  and  gained  quite 
an  enviable  reputation  as  an  honorable,  energetic 
and  moral  man.  He  married  Betsy  Lyons,  who  was 
born  in  1815,  and  was  a sister  of  David  Lyons,  of 
Lanesboro,  Penn.  Five  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely : Harriet  T.  married  J.  D.  Fisk,  of  Linden, 
111. ; Rebecca  B.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Crouch,  who 
was  connected  with  the  Erie  railroad  for  over  twenty 
years,  and  is  now  living-  retired  in  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.';  Samuel  P.,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest  son; 
Julius  F.,  born  in  1842,  is  an  extensive  business 
man  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn. ; and  John  S.,  born  in 
1846,  is  a prominent  railroad  official  in  Kentucky. 

Samuel  P.  Loomis  spent  his  early  life  upon  a 
farm  in  Broome  county.  N.  Y.,  and  was  not  only 
given  the  benefits  of  a district-school  education,  but 
was  also  a student  for  some  time  in  the  Windsor 
Academy,  Windsor,  N.  Y.  During  the  time  his 
father  operated  a sawmill  in  Great  Bend  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  he  assisted  in  the  work, 
and  early  acquired  habits  of  industry  and  self-reli- 
ance. For  a number  of  years  he  was  in  the  train 
service  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  and 
the  Erie  railroads,  and  during  the  Civil  war  he  held 
a position  under  the  government  as  an  engineer,  run- 
ning between  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  until  hos- 
tilities ceased.  He  was  then  employed  as  an  engi- 
neer on  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & Dayton  rail- 
road, with  headquarters  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
continued  with  that  company  until  appointed  mas- 
ter mechanic  and  train  dispatcher  for  the  Cincin- 
nati, Richmond  & Chicago  railroad,  which  position 
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he  held  for  some  years.  He  then  returned  home 
and  took  a leading  place  in  township  affairs,  serv- 
ing as  school  director  (six  years),  assessor,  con- 
stable and  tax  collector  (for  several  terms).  Be- 
sides operating  his  farm,  which  adjoins  the  village 
of  Hallstead,  he  extensively  engaged  in  business, 
as  a dealer  in  ice  and  farm  implements  during  the 
summer,  and  in  lumbering  in  the  winter  season.  As 
a Republican  he  took  an  active  part  in  local  politics, 
and  he  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Order  of 
American  Mechanics  (in  which  he  held  a number 
of  official  positions)  and  of  the  Masonic  Frater- 
nity. He  died  August  23,  1891,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him. 

In  1881  Mr.  Loomis  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Hattie  E.  Holdridge,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  two  children : Harvey  C.,  born  in 

1883,  and  Frederick  Lyons,  born  in  1886,  both  at- 
tending school  in  Hallstead.  Mrs.  Loomis  was 
born  in  1857,  and  is  a daughter  of  Harvey  and  Fan- 
nie S.  (Hull)  Holdridge,  the  former  born  in  Scho- 
harie county,  N.  Y.,  in  1828,  the  latter  in  Windham 
county,  Vt.,  in  1833.  In  their  family  were  two 
daughters,  the  other  being  Jessie  F.,  now  the  wife 
of  Charles  Proctor,  a machinist  of  Susquehanna. 
Mrs.  Loomis  received  a good  classical  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Susquehanna,  and  was  one 
of  the  successful  teachers  of  Oakland  township  for 
several  terms.  After  her  husband’s  death  she  took 
charge  of  his  business  interests,  which  she  has  suc- 
cessfully carried  on,  with  the  exception  of  the  lum- 
ber trade  and  farm  implement  business.  In  1893 
she  became  treasurer  of  the  Hallstead  Co-Operative 
Store,  which  is  located  opposite  her  beautiful  home. 
She  is  a lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  has 
been  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Hallstead  for  thirteen  years. 

ARTHUR  J.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the 
young  and  successful  practitioners  of  the  village 
of  Hop  Bottom,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  has 
• practiced  for  seven  years,  during  which  time  his 
careful  and  skillful  professional  work  has  brought 
him  a large  and  lucrative  practice.  Dr.  Taylor  is 
a native  of  Lenox  township,  born  October  13,  1864, 
son  of  James  and  Lucy  A.  (Westcott)  Taylor. 
James  Taylor,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Lenox  town- 
ship, is  a native  of  Leicestershire,  England,  born 
October  25,  1834,  son  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth 
(Rose)  Taylor,  who  came  to  America  and  died  here. 

Edward  Taylor,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  1806.  In  his  native  land  he  became 
a butcher.  There  he  married  Elizabeth  Rose,  who 
was  born  February  11,  1812,  daughter  of  William 
Rose,  and  he  soon  after  came  to  America  with  his 
wife  and  child  James  and  his  brother  Samuel,  land- 
ing in  New  York  in  January,  1835.  In  a short 
time  he  went  to  Oxford  Furnace,  N.  J.  He  worked 
in  the  iron  mines,  and  lived  in  Ohio  for  a short 
time  before  his  death,  November  it,  1844.  The 
children  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Rose)  Taylor 
were : Ann,  who  died  in  England ; James,  the  fa- 


ther of  our  subject;  Martha  Ann,  widow  of  Joseph 
Millard,  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  John,  of  Factoryville ; 
Hannah,  who  married  Charles  Cooper,  of  Scran- 
ton, Penn.;  and  Sarah,  who  died  young.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Taylor  married  for  her  second  husband 
Spencer  Scott,  who  in  1847  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  to  that  union  were  born  three  sons : 
Joseph  L.,  deceased;  Benjamin  F.,  deceased;  and 
John  Henry,  of  Kansas.  She  died  in  1892,  aged 
eighty  years. 

James  Taylor  was  a babe  of  several  months 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  America.  He  was 
a boy  of  ten  years  and  the  eldest  child  in  the  family 
when  his  father  died,  and  from  that  time  he  was 
thrown  largely  upon  his  own  resources.  As  a boy 
and  young  man  he  worked  in  the  Scranton  roll- 
ing mills.  On  January  1,  1864,  he  was  married  in 
Lenox  township  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Westcott,  who 
was  born  January  17,  1845,  daughter  of  Richmond 
and  Abigail  (Albrough)  Westcott.  Mrs.  Taylor 
is  one  of  three  children,  her  two  brothers  being 
M.  Elwin  Westcott,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  Lowell 
Westcott,  of  Nicholson,  Penn.  To  James  and 
Lucy  A.  Taylor  were  born  children  as  follows: 
Arthur  J.,  the  subject  of  this  sketchj  Eldon  R.  and 
Aldon  R.,  twins,  the  latter  of  whom  died  June  16, 
1898;  Myrtie,  wife  of  J.  H.  Hortman,  of  Lenox 
township;  Ollie,  wife  of  Truman  Watrous,  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; and  Ionia,  at  home.  In  1864  James 
Taylor  purchased  in  Lenox  township  one  hundred 
acres  of  partly  improved  land,  which  he  brought 
under  a fine  state  of  cultivation.  For  many  years 
he  lived  in  a small  house,  16x20  feet,  building  his 
present  commodious  residence  in  1883.  He  is  en- 
gaged in  general  farming,  and  to  some  extent  in 
dairying,  keeping  about  twelve  cows,  a stock  of 
sheep,  etc.,  and  is  enterprising  and  successful  in  his 
agricultural  work.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican, 
and  he  has  held  various  local  offices,  serving  six 
years  as  school  director  and  four  years  as  poor- 
master. 

Arthur  J.  Taylor  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Lenox  township.  His  education  was  com- 
menced in  the  district  schools,  and  he  later  attended 
the  graded  schools  of  Hop  Bottom,  also  Keystone 
Academy,  at  Factoryville,  for  one  and  one-half 
years.  Matriculating  at  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, Ann  Arbor,  he  attended  lectures  there  for  two 
years,  and  spent  the  next  year  at  Jefferson  Med- 
ical College,  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  graduating  from 
that  institution  April  2,  1890.  For  the  practice  of 
his  profession  Dr.  Taylor  located  the  same  year 
at  Dalton,  Lackawanna  county,  where  he  remained 
six  months.  Then  he  practiced  one  year  at  -Fleet- 
ville,  Lackawanna  county,  and  in  1892  located  at 
Hop  Bottom,  where  he  has  since  met  with  flattering 
professional  success.  He  is  a member  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna County  Medical  Society.  The  Doctor 
was  married,  in  Factoryville,  Wyoming  county,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1891,  to  Miss  Eva  Freeman,  and  they  had 
one  child,  Ruth,  born  June  26,  1893,  who  died  in 
infancy.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  which  1 
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'occurred  April  21,  1894,  our  subject  married,  at 
Hop  Bottom,  on  September  10,  1895,  Miss  Cora 
Wright,  daughter  of  I.  W.  and  Ella  (Bell)  Wright, 
of  LaGrange,  111.,  and  by  this  marriage  there  is  one 
child,  Pauline,  born  July  1,  1897.  In  politics  Dr. 
Taylor  is  a Republican.  He  is  serving  his  sec- 
ond term  as  coroner  of  Susquehanna  county.  So- 
cially he  is  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Brooklyn 
and  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  at  Hop  Bottom. 

WILLIAM  J.  BAKER,  son  of  the  late  Judge 
Isaac  P.  Baker,  who  through  the  greater  part  of 
the  decade  between  1890  and  1900  has  been  the 
■efficient  and  popular  prothonotary  and  assistant  pro- 
thonotary  of  Susquehanna  county,  is  a native  of  the 
county,  born  September  4,  1853,  in  Dimock  town- 
ship, where  he  was  reared  amid  rural  scenes,  work- 
ing on  his  father’s  farm  and  attending  the  neigh- 
boring schools.  He  also,  for  a period,  attended 
school  in  Wayne  county,  and  completed  his  studies 
in  the  Montrose  Academy.  After  leaving  school 
he  successfully  engaged  in  farming  in  Susquehanna 
county  until  1891,  when  he  was  elected  county  pro- 
thonotary, taking  his  seat  in  January,  1892.  So 
acceptably  did  he  fill  the  office  that  he  was  re-elected 
in  1894,  and  since  the  expiration  of  his  second  term 
he  has  been  assistant  to  his  successor,  his  duties 
being  most  capably  and  satisfactorily  performed. 
An  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Baker  is 
held  as  a citizen,  and  the  appreciation  of  his  serv- 
ices as  a county  official,  is  shown  in  the  following 
extract  taken  from  one  of  the  Montrose  papers, 
which  appeared  therein  at  the  close  of  his  first 
term  of  office : 

When  the  late  County  Convention  assembled  the  cus- 
tom was  recognized,  and  the  present  prothon.  tary,  William 
J.  Baker,  was  re-elected  without  a dissenting  voice.  Mr. 
Baker  has  served  one  term  in  that  office  with  greatest  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  people.  That 
he  is  an  eminently  fit  man  for  the  place  is  universally  ad- 
mitted. Until  elected  prothonotary  three  years  ago  he  was 
a successful  farmer  in  Dimock.  It  is  characteristic  of  the 
farming  element  in  Susquehanna  county  that  they  are  not  only 
intelligent  but,  literally,  educated  men,  fitted  for  whatever 
station  in  life  they  may  be  called  to  fill.  The  office  of  pro- 
thonotary has  never  been  more  ably  or  satisfactorily  filled 
than  during  the  three  years’  incumbency  of  Mr.  Baker,  and 
the  people  have  therefore  decided  to  retain  him  for  another 
term.  This  is  good  policy  as  well  as  good  politics. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Baker  has  been 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
has  taken  an  active  and  influential  part  in  local  pol- 
itics. Fraternally  he  is  a Mason,  and  in  religious 
connection  he  is  Presbyterian.  In  1877  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Ida  M.  Hollister,  who  was  born  March 
15,  1856,  daughter  of  F.  H.  and  Hannah  (Bies- 
ecker)  Hollister,  and  they  have  one  child,  Clare. 
Mrs.  Baker  received  a good  academic  education, 
and  is  especially  proficient  in  music,  having  grad- 
uated from  the  musical  department  of  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Mansfield,  Penn.,  class  of  ’74. 
Mr.  Baker  owns  a fine  farm  in  Dimock  township 
besides  his  comfortable  home  in  the  city.  He  also 
has  landed  interests  in  North  Dakota  and  Nebraska. 


BENJAMIN  MAXEY.  With  the  mining  in- 
dustries of  Susquehanna  county  are  connected  many 
men  of  sterling  character,  keen  intellect,  indomit- 
able will,  who  win  their  success.  It  is  by  their 
efficiency  that  the  great  underground  resources  are 
developed.  Among  the  number  the  name  of  Ben- 
jamin Maxey  is  conspicuous.  The  mining  predi- 
lections of  our  subject  are  inherited,  for  his  father, 
grandfather,  and  ancestors,  for  remote  generations, 
mined  before  him.  I he  name  Maxey  is  of  German 
origin,  and  generations  ago  in  the  misty  past  was 
carried  from  Germany  into  Wales  by  one  of  our 
subject’s  forefathers. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  William  Maxey,  was 
born  in  Wales  in  1783,  and  in  1832  migrated  to 
America,  with  two  sons,  John  and  David,  settling  in 
Carbon  county,  Penn. ; the  other  three  surviving 
children  followed  three  years  later.  Having  mined 
in  the  old  country,  he  became  a pioneer  miner  at 
Carbondale,  helping  to  open  the  first  mine  there, 
and  continued  to  follow  that  vocation  until  old  age 
approached.  He  died  at  Carbondale  December  17, 
1859.  He  was  a member  of  the  Welsh  Independent 
Church,  and  in  politics  was  a Whig.  He  married 
Jane  Jones,  a native  of  Wales,  born  in  1781,  who 
died  in  1865.  Of  their  eleven  children,  four  died  in 
infancy;  Daniel  and  William  died  in  South  Wales; 
John  died  in  Carbondale;  David  died  in  Hazleton; 
George  was  the  father  of  our  subject  ; Edwin  and 
Mary  came  to  America  in  1835,  three  years  after  the 
father  and  elder  brothers. 

George  Maxey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  South  Wales,  October  15,  1821.  He  had 
no  opportunities  for  an  education,  entering  the  mines 
near  his  home  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  he  con- 
tinued mining  in  Pennsylvania,  near  Beaver  Mead- 
ows. On  February  14.  1841,  in  Carbon  county, 
Penn.,  he  married  Mary  Daniels,  who  was  born 
June  14,  1822,  and  seven  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  as  follows : Edwin,  born  November  9, 

1842,  died  in  1844;  William,  born  March  9,  1844, 
was  educated  at  Plarford  and  Wyoming  Seminary, 
elected  from  Susquehanna  county  to  the  State  Leg- 
islature, serving  two  years,  and  is  non  a merchant, 
living  at  South  Gibson;  Jane,  born  in  1846,  died  in 
infancy;  Benjamin  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mary  J..  born  August  4,  1854,  married  John  Pritch- 
ard, and  died  at  South  Gibson  in  1887 ; George  E., 
born  May  9,  1857,  is  a resident  of  Forest  City ; 
John  was  born  January  10,  i860.  George  Maxey 
developed  extensive  abilities  as  a miner,  and 
“bossed”  for  years.  Later  in  life  he  became  a con- 
tractor for  sinking  slopes  and  tunnels,  and  he  re- 
tired from  active  life  about  1883.  His  early  polit- 
ical support  was  given  to  the  Whigs,  his  first  Pres- 
idential vote  being  cast  for  Henry  Clay,  and  later 
he  has  been  a Republican. 

Benjamin  Maxey  was  born  in  Carbon  county, 
Penn.,  September  10,  1849,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  at  Olyphant.  At  the  age  of  eight  years  he 
went  into  a breaker,  four  months  later  was  tending 
door  in  the  mines,  and  then  became  mule  driver, 
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laborer  and  miner  successively,  taking  his  pick  at 
the  age  of  eighteen.  After  mining  for  several  years 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
Canal  Co.,  engaging  as  fireman  at  their  mine  at 
Olyphant,  and  was  promoted  from  that  position  to 
engineer,  for  six  years  running  the  engine  engaged 
in  hoisting  coal  from  the  mine.  Subsequently  he 
took  a similar  position  with  the  Hillside  Coal  & Iron 
Co.,  working  at  Old  Forge  until  the  mine  was  aban- 
doned, and  in  1876  came  to  Forest  City,  engaging 
m mining  for  a short  time.  His  experience  as  a 
machinist,  however,  soon  won  him  recognition.  He 
began  putting  in  machines,  installing  the  first  hoist- 
ing engine  ever  operated  at  Forest  City,  and  by 
efficiency  and  genuine  merit  rose  step  by  step  to 
his  present  responsible  station,  beginning  to  “boss” 
in  the  mines  in  December,  1884,  and  continuing  as 
foreman  ever  since.  He  now  holds  that  position  in 
Mine  No.  2,  belonging  to  the  Hillside  Coal  & Iron 
Co.,  and  has  450  men  in  charge. 

Mr.  Maxey  was  married,  May  9,  1874,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Evans,  and  two  sons  have  blessed  the 
union:  Benjamin  F.,  Jr.,  and  George  D.  Benja- 

min F.  Maxey,  Jr.,  was  born  February  24,  1875. 
He  studied  pharmacy  at  the  New  York  City  College 
of  Pharmacy,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  being 
president  of  the  Senior  class,  and  holds  a diploma 
from  his  Alma  Mater  and  the  New  York  City 
Board,  as  well  as  from  the  State  Board  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. While  in  New  York  he  was  on  the  staff  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Era  of  that  city.  For  some 
time  he  was  eng'aged  in  Philp's  Pharmacy,  in  Scran- 
ton, Penn.,  and  he  is  now  dispensing  clerk  with 
McGara  & Thomas,  of  the  same  place.  George 
D.  Maxey  was  born  February  14,  1878,  graduated 
from  the  Mansfield  State  Normal  School,  and  then 
attended  the  Marty  College  of  Oratory,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  graduating  in  April,  1877.  He  is  a re- 
markably brilliant  young  man.  During  the  Pres- 
idential campaign  of  1896,  though  only  a boy  of 
nineteen  years,  his  voice  was  heard  on  the  rostrum 
throughout  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  he 
was  eulogized  by  the  local  press  as  the  boy  orator  of 
Pennsylvania ; he  is  now  studying  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan. 

Benjamin  Maxey  has  been  active  and  prominent 
in  the  local  politics  of  Forest  City  ever  since  his  lo- 
cation there.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  was 
nominated  by  his  party  for  member  of  the  first  city 
council  of  Forest  City,  the  nomination  being  en- 
dorsed by  the  Democrats  ; he  was  elected,  and  served 
as  president  of  the  board.  For  three  terms  he  has 
served  as  city  burgess;  he • was  elected  township 
school  director ; and  has  frequently  been  elected 
delegate  by  his  party.  Mr.  Maxey  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  an  attend- 
ant of  the  Methodist  Church.  Besides  his  home  in 
Forest  City  he  has  a fine  block  representing  several 
thousand  dollars. 

Mrs.  Maxey  was  born  December  9,  1849,  in 
Carbon  county,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Ann 
(Jones)  Evans,  who  were  natives  of  Wales,  born 


ir  1821  and  1827,  respectively.  Her  father  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  locating  for  a 
time  in  Carbon  county,  Penn.,  where  he  followed 
mining,  and  thence  removing  to  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  has  since  engaged 
in  farming.  Mrs.  Evans  came  to  this  country  at 
the  age  of  four  years.  Margaret,  Mrs.  Maxey,  is 
the  eldest  in  their  family  of  seven  children,  of  whom, 
Mary  Jane  died  young.  Ann  E.  (who  died  Novem- 
ber 19,  1898  ) was  first  married  to  T.  G.  Reynolds,  by 
whom  she  had  one  daughter,  Lena,  and  after  his 
death  became  the  wife  of  John  L.  Westgate.  Mary 
Ann  married  Arthur  Gillett,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
William  died  in  infancy.  David  is  living  at  his 
home  in  Gibson.  Cora  is  the  wife  of  George  Kist- 
hart,  of  Corning,  N.  Y.  The  mother  of  this  family 
passed  away  April  23,  1897.  She  was  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  to  which 
Mr.  Evans  also  belongs.  He  was  originally  a Whig 
in  political  sentiment,  and  now  casts  his  ballot  with 
the  Republican  party. 

MICHAEL  L.  SHERIDAN  (deceased)  was 
for  many  years  prominently  identified  with  the  ag- 
ricultural and  business  interests  of  Palmyra  town- 
ship and  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  giving  the  greater 
part  of  his  attention  to  merchandising  and  farming. 
On  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  was  employed 
as  a boatman,  from  which  business  he  retired  in 
1872,  locating  along  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal, 
where  he  conducted  a large  grocery  store  and  where 
his  family  continue  to  reside.  He  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  old  homestead,  a farm  in  Palmyra 
township,  upon  which  place  was  a good  stone  quarry 
which  he  profitably  operated.  It  was  -while  hauling 
a load  of  stone  over  the  Pike  county  bridge,  below 
the  eddy,  that  he  was  killed,  September  19,  1894, 
the  bridge  giving  way. 

Mr.  Sheridan  was  born  February  22,  1842, 
in  Williamsburg,  Penn.,  and  when  about  five  years 
old  was  brought  to  Wayne  county  by  his  parents, 
Hugh  and  Catherine  (Lynch)  Sheridan,  natives  of 
County  Meath,  Ireland,  who  in  1841  crossed  the 
Atlantic  and  became  residents  of  Williamsburg. 
From  there  they  removed  to  Honesdale,  and  in  1862 
came  to  Hawley,  where  the  mother  died  in  1867, 
aged  forty-five  years,  the  father  in  1887,  aged  sev- 
enty. He  was  a farmer  and  boatman  by  occupation, 
was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  served  as  constable 
in  Hawley  for  mapv  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Their  children  were  Sylvester,  a farmer  of  Paupac 
township.  Pike  Co.,  Penn. ; Michael  L..  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Bridget,  wife  of  Bryan  Mat- 
hews, a farmer  of  Palmyra  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty; Sarah,  wife  of  Michael  Gillern,  of  California; 
Mary,  who  wedded  William  McKeon,  both  being 
now  deceased  ; Catherine,  wife  of  Thomas  Gaughon, 
a boatman  of  Hawley;  and  Ellen,  wife  of  Thomas 
McAndrew,  a stone  mason  of  Dunmore,  Penn.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Sylvester  Sheridan, 
always  lived  in  Ireland. 
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On  April  22,  1867,  by  Father  McCullum,  Mr. 
Sheridan  was  married,  at  Hawley,  to  Miss  Bridget 
Lennon,  who  was  born  in  Honesdale,  January  27, 
1849.  Her  parents,  William  and  Mary  (Carroll) 
Lennon,  were  natives  of  Counties  West  Meath  and 
Meath,  Ireland,  respectively,  but  became  acquainted 
and  were  married  in  Honesdale,  Penn.  The  father 
was  employed  in  Wayne  county  on  the  coal  clocks 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  He  died  in  February, 
1891,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  his  wife  in  1888, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  Both  were  consis- 
tent members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  he  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  Of  their  children,  Bridget  is 
the  widow  of  our  subject;  Jane,  Mary,  Anna,  Ed- 
ward and  John  all  died  in  childhood ; and  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Jane,  Anna,  and  Patrick  and  John  (twins), 
all  live  at  the  old  home  in  Honesdale.  Mrs.  Sheri- 
dan’s paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Bridget 
(Branigan)  Lennon,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ire- 
land, but  the  maternal  grandparents,  Patrick  and 
Mary  Carroll,  came  to  America  at  an  early  day,  and 
died  in  Honesdale. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheridan  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children : Catherine  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years ; Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  M.  B.  Barrett, 
of  Hawley  ; Michael  J.  lives  with  his  mother,  and 
in  partnership  with  Patrick  Sullivan  operates  the 
stone  quarry ; Mary  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years ; 
Jennie  is  at  home;  William  died  at  the  age  of  three 
months ; Edward  is  at  home ; John  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years ; and  Ann  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Sheridan  still  resides  in  her  home  along  the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson  canal  left  her  by  her  husband,  and 
has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  neighbor- 
hood. She  is  a devout  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  to  which  Mr.  Sheridan  also  belonged.  He 
was  also  a member  of  the  Catholic  Benevolent  As- 
sociation, and  used  his  right  of  franchise  in  support 
of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party. 
His  record  as  a business  man  and  citizen  was  an 
honorable  one,  and  his  memory  will  long-  be  cherished 
by  the  many  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  friendship. 


culture.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  postmaster  at  Jackson.  His 
deatli  occurred  at  his  farm  July  17,  1895,  from  in- 
juries received  in  a runaway,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  New  Milford  cemetery.  He  married 
first  Miss  Elizabeth  Fulkerson,  who  was  born  in 
1821  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  died  there  July  5,  1853, 
her  remains  being  buried  in  the  local  cemetery. 
Her  father,  John  Fulkerson,  a native  of  New  Jer- 
sey, settled  at  Mt.  Pleasant  when  seventeen  years 
old,  and  became  a successful  agriculturist.  He  and 
his  wife,  Phoebe  King,  a native  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  died  at  Mt.  Pleasant  some  years  ago.  Chaun- 
cey  and  Elizabeth  Fletcher  had  two  sons  : Henry  W., 
deceased,  and  Stanley  R.  The  father  married  a sec- 
ond wife,  Mrs.  Julia  (Watson)  Bryant,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children:  Nettie,  deceased;  Benjamin  B., 
who  settled  in  Michigan ; and  James,  who  was  killed 
in  McKean  county,  Penn.,  in  March,  1892,  by  a 
falling  tree. 

Stanley  R.  Fletcher  was  only  seven  months  old 
when  his  mother  died,  and  he  was  cared  for  by  his 
maternal  grandparents.  After  their  death  he  re- 
mained with  an  uncle,  John  J.  Fulkerson,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  engaged  in  lumbering.  For 
some  time  he  operated  sawmills  at  different  places, 
and  after  his  marriage  he  engaged  in  butchering. 
Later  he  took  charge  of  the  Pleasant  Mount  Hotel 
at  Alt.  Pleasant,  continuing  two  years,  and  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  farming,  having  spent  five 
years  in  Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  before 
removing  to  his  present  homestead  in  January, 
1892.  Fie  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Masonic  Or- 
der, having  attained  the  third  degree,  and  politically 
he  is  a stanch  Democrat.  While  at  Mt.  Pleasant 
he  served  as  constable  and  inspector  of  elections, 
and  since  removing  to  New  Alilford  township  he  has 
held  the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  poor. 

On  October  25,  1883,  Mr.  Fletcher  was  mar- 
ried, at  New  Milford,  to  Miss  Alargaret  A.  Corwin, 
a native  of  Great  Bend,  born  April  2,  185^..  Her 
ancestors  came  to  America  in  Colonial  times  and 
her  great-great-grandparents,  David  and  Deborah 
(Wells)  Corwin,  settled  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  David  Corwin  was 
born  in  1705  and  died  before  1782,  while  his  wife 
was  born  in  1717  and  died  in  November,  1798. 

Eli  Corwin,  Airs.  Fletcher's  great-grandfather, 
was  born  April  1,  1757,  and  died  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  March  16,  1833.  His  wife,  Dorothy  Hor- 
ton, was  born  April  3,  1756,  and  died  January  5, 
1840.  Silas  Corwin,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Fletch- 
er, was  born  in  Orange  county,  July  21,  1786,  and 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  clay.  He 
died  in  Bridgewater  township  April  10,  1865.  His 
wife,  Sarah  Little,  who  was  born  September  4.  1806, 
died  June  20,  1886,  and  both  were  buried  at  Mont- 
rose. They  had  the  following  children : Rosetta, 
Isaac,  George  L.,  Alfred,  Parmena,  William  T. 
(father  of  George  T.  Corwin,  of  New  Alilford  town- 
ship). George  L.  Corwin,  father  of  Mrs.  Fletcher, 
was  born  in  Orange  county,  February  5,  1811,  and  is 


STANLEY  R.  FLETCHER,  a well-known 
agriculturist  of  New  Alilford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  has  an  excellent  reputation  as  a man- 
ager which  is  fully  justified  by  the  appearance  of 
his  farm,  upon  which  he  has  erected  new  buildings 
and  made  other  improvements.  He  was  born  De- 
cember 5,  1852,  at  Thompson,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  is  of  New  England  stock  in  the  paternal 
line.  William  Fletcher,  his  grandfather,  came  from 
Vermont  at  an  early  day  with  his  wife,  and  settled 
upon  a farm  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  his-  remaining  years  were  spent. 
Chauncey  Fletcher,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  1819  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  in 
1848  removed  to  Thompson,  Penn.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business.  Later  he  went  to 
Jackson,  continuing  in  the  same  line  of  business, 
but  in  1866  he  located  upon  a farm  in  New  Mil- 
ford township  and  devoted  his  attention  to  agri- 
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now  residing  with  our  subject.  He  was  married  in 
his  native  county,  in  1853,  to  his  third  wife,  Miss 
Mary  A.  Tompkins,  mother  of  Mrs.  Fletcher.  That 
year  he  went  to  Great  Bend  and  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business,  and  then  he  removed  to  Scranton  and 
became  interested  in  the  retail  milk  business.  In 
1865  he  returned  to  the  present  farm  and  his  wife 
died  there  November  1,  1898,  aged  sixty-eight  years, 
her  remains  being  buried  in  the  New  Milford  ceme- 
tery. In  religious  faith  he  is  a Presbyterian,  while 
his  estimable  wife  was  a devout  Baptist.  Mrs. 
Fletcher  was  the  only  child  of  the  third  marriage. 
By  the  first  wife,  Harriet  Roe,  Mr.  Corwin  had 
three  children : Moses ; Sally,  who  married  M.  B. 
Luckey,  a railway  conductor  residing  in  Paterson, 
N.  J.,  and  J.  Mills,  a harness  maker  at  Carthage, 
N.  Y.  By  his  second  wife,  Eunice  Peck,  he  had  one 
daughter,  Harriet  E.,  who  married  Benjamin  Chad- 
wick and  died  in  1890. 

JOHN  E.  O’BRIEN,  a well  known  under- 
taker and  furniture  dealer  of  Montrose,  Penn., 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  with  nothing  but  Ins 
own  indomitable  energy,  and  his  accumulation  of 
this  world’s  goods  is  attributable  to  his  persever- 
ance, untiring  industry  and  good  business  ability. 
His  word  m business  transactions  is  considered  as 
good  as  his  bond,  and  he  is  justly  recognized  as  one 
of  the  energetic  and  representative  citizens  of 
Montrose. 

Mr.  O'Brien  was  born  in  New  York  City,  April 
11,  1851,  and  is  a son  of  Maurice  and  Mary  (Burke) 
O’Brien,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Dub- 
lin, Ireland,  and  on  their  emigration  to  the  United 
States,  in  1847,  located  in  New  York  City,  where 
the  father  was  engaged  in  the  upholstering  business 
for  thirty-four  years.  He  died  March  9,  1895,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  the  mother  died  in 
1855,"  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years.  To  them  were 
born  four  children:  James,  who  died  in  infancy; 

Joseph  L.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness in*  New  York  City;  John  E.,  our  subject;  and 
Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  The  fa- 
ther married  a second  time,  by  which  union  he  had 
three  children.  His  third  wife  was  Ellen  Murray, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children : Ellen,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years;  William  R.,  a 
salesman  of  New  York  City;  and  Mary,  who  died 
when  four  years  of  age.  Our  subject’s  paternal 
grandparents  were  Patrick  and  Margaret  O’Brien, 
natives  of  Ireland,  where  the  former  died,  but  the 
latter  came  to  New  York  at  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
and  there  died  in  1879. 

The  first  six  years  of  his  life  our  subject  spent 
in  his  native  city,  and  he  then  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  to  make  his  home  with  his  grand- 
uncle, James  O’Brien,  of  Bridgewater  township, 
with  whom  he  'remained  until  nineteen  years  of  age. 
Returning  to  New  York  City,  he  worked  for  his 
father  during  the  following  three  years,  and  then 
again  made  his  home  with  his  aunt  in  Bridgewa- 
ter township  until  his  marriage. 


On  February  8,  1881,  in  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  O'Brien  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  R.  Burns,  who  was  born  in  Spring- 
vdle,  April  18,  i860.  Her  parents,  John  and  Mary 
(Conely)  Burns,  were  natives  of  Counties  Kildare 
and  Tipperary,  Ireland,  respectively,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.  The  fa- 
ther, who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in 
Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  a 
year  later  the  mother  came  to  make  her  home  with 
our  subject  and  his  wife,  where  she  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1898,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  They 
were  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  and 
were  buried  in  Silver  Lake  cemetery.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  three  children : Mary,  a resident  of  Mont- 
rose; Catherine,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Maggie, 
wife  of  John  Quailey,  a grocer  of  Montrose.  Seven 
children  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
namely:  Mary  E.,  who  died  April  4,  1898,  at  the 

age  of  sixteen  years;  Maurice  J.,  John  E.,  Jr.,  Jo- 
seph P.  and  Margaret  T.,  all  at  home;  Catherine, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  Leonard  G.,  at  home. 
For  two  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  O’Brien 
rented  the  farm  of  his  aunt,  and  then  purchased  a 
farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  which  he  success- 
fully operated  until  June  27,  1896,  when  he  em- 
barked in  his  present  business.  However,  he  still 
owns  the  farm,  which  consists  of  144  acres  of  rich 
and  arable  land  which  he  has  placed  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  is  well  fitted  for  his  present 
business,  having  graduated  from  the  United  States 
College  of  Embalming,  New  York  City;  the  Mas- 
sachusetts School  of  Embalming,  Boston,  Mass. ; 
and  the  Massachusetts  School  of  Embalming,  Scran- 
ton, Penn.  Although  he  has  but  recently  become 
one  of  the  business  men  of  Montrose,  he  has  al- 
ready won  the  public  confidence  by  fair  and  hon- 
orable dealing,  and  has  built  up  an  excellent  trade 
as  a furniture  dealer.  He  is  a prominent  member 
of  several  civic  societies,  belonging  to  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians,  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 
He  is  a communicant  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  a 
Democrat  in  politics. 

B.  T.  CARLTON,  a well-known  farmer  of 
Springville  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  be- 
longs to  a family  which  was  founded  in  this  section 
of  the  State  in  pioneer  days,  and  has  since  been 
prominently  identified  with  its  agricultural  and  in- 
dustrial interests.  His  grandfather,  David  H.  Carl- 
ton, a native  of  Maine,  was  born  April  13,  1802,  and 
at  an  early  day  came  to  Northeastern  Pennsylvania, 
locating  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  July,  1867.  He  first  wed- 
ded Nancy  Dickerson,  bv  whom  he  had  the  follow- 
ing children : David  Albert,  a resident  of  Greene 
township.  Pike  county;  John  and  Thomas  D.,  both 
deceased  ;Moses  R., father  of  our  subject;  Miller  Jo- 
seph, deceased : Emily  Jane,  deceased  wife  of  Sam- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


537 


uel  Simons,  of  Greene  township,  Pike  county ; and 
Jasper,  deceased.  The  mother  of  these  died  and  the 
father  was  again  married.  To  him  and  his  wife, 
Henriette,  were  born  Mahlon,  Nancy,  Ellen,  Frank, 
Eliza,  Piiram  (deceased),  Chester,  Silas  L.,  Milo 
H.,  Eugene  (deceased),  and  Amanda. 

Moses  R.  Carlton,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  March  23,  1832, 
and  in  early  manhood  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  married  Miss  A.  Cordelia  Taylor,  who 
was  born  September  27,  1831,  a daughter  of  Jo- 
tham  H.  and  Polly  (Wakefield)  Taylor.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Eaton  township,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn., 
February  15,  1803,  and  died  in  Springvule  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  November  30,  1877.  When 
a child  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
continued  to  make  his  home  throughout  life.  Here 
he  followed  the  occupations  of  farming  and  shoe- 
making, and  for  a time  worked  at  the  cooper's  trade 
in  New  York  State.  His  parents  were  Aaron  and 
Elizabeth  (Hall)  Taylor,  natives  of  Connecticut, 
and  Mrs.  Carlton’s  maternal  grandparents  were 
Jesse  and  Polly  Wakefield,  natives  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living  and 
is  the  oldest  in  a family  of  seven  children,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  Matilda  I.,  born  March  26,  1833, 
is  deceased;  Edwin  L.,  born  February  7,  1835,  is  a 
farmer  of  Kalkaska  county,  Mich.;  Almeda  M., 
born  December  19,  1836,  married  Theodore  Dicken- 
son, of  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased ; J. 
D.,  born  December  27,  1838,  is  a farmer  of  Gib- 
bon township,  Buffalo  Co.,  Neb. ; Phoebe  Iv.,  born 
November  13,  18 — , is  the  wife  of  Silas  J.  Dickenson, 
of  Greene  township,  Pike  county ; and  Martha  Eliza- 
beth, born  August  2,  1843,  is  a resident  of  Spring- 
ville,  Penn.  Soon  after  his  marriage  the  father 
of  our  subject  returned  to  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  where  he  followed  the  carpenter's  trade 
until  called  from  this  life,  August  21,  1866,  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-four  years.  He  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  those  who 
knew  him  best  were  numbered  among  his  warmest 
friends.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. Besides  his  widow,  he  left  two  children  to 
mourn  his  untimely  death,  the  elder  being  Nettie, 
who  was  born  April  13,  1862,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  W.  D.  Smith,  of  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  The  younger  is  the  subject  of  this 
review. 

B.  T.  Carlton  was  born  in  Greene  township, 
Pike  county,  March  13,  1864,  but  was  only  five  years 
old  when  brought  to  Springville  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  He  had  the  advantages  of  a com- 
mon and  graded  school  education,  but  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  was  forced  to  begin  the  battle  of 
life  for  himself  and  remained  away  from  home  about 
fourteen  years,  working  as  a laborer  for  several 
years  in  a brick  yard.  He  was  employed  in  the 
lumber  woods  for  two  years  and  also  engaged  in 
farming.  Success  has  at  length  crowned  his  well- 
directed  efforts,  and  he  is  now  the  manager  of  a 
fine  farm  of  ninety-nine  acres  of  well-improved 


land  in  Springville  township,  on  which  he  has  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming  for  the  past  nine 
years.  He  is  a thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist 
and  the  prosperity  that  has  come  to  him  is  certainly 
well  deserved.  He  is  interested  in  sugar  making, 
fruit  raising,  bee  culture  and  dairying,  and  has 
upon  the  place  nine  cows,  and  twenty-three  sheep 
besides  some  young  stock.  Politically  he  has  al- 
ways been  a supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and 
its  principles,  and  socially  has  affiliated  with  Maple 
Lodge  No.  992,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Springville,  since 
August,  1887,  and  the  Encampment  No.  50,  at  Lynn, 
since  1898. 

JOHN  A.  STORER,  of  Harmony  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  holds  a leading  place  among 
the  successful  dairymen  and  agriculturists  of  that 
locality.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he  has  resid- 
ed upon  his  homestead  near  Lanesboro,  and  his  at- 
tractive dwelling-house,  recently  remodeled,  his 
new  barns,  and  other  substantial  improvements, 
show  his  progressive  management. 

Mr.  Storer  was  born  April  11,  1847,  in  Har- 
mony township,  and  is  of  English  descent  in  both  pa- 
ternal and  maternal  lines.  George  Storer,  our  sub- 
ject's grandfather,  resided  in  Derbyshire,  England, 
where  he  was  a prominent  business  man,  being  su- 
perintendent of  stone  and  lime  quarries.  He  and 
his  wife  Julia  had  a family  of  eleven  children,  five 
of  whom  came  to  America.  Of  these  : ( 1 ) Abram 

married  Martha  Welch  and  settled  in  Bradford 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  died  leaving  one  son,  Ferd- 
inand, now  a resident  of  South  Warren.  '(2) 
Moses  was  married  in  England  to  Mary  A.  Harts- 
horn, and  on  coming  to  this  country  made  his  home 
at  Stevens  Point.  He  is  now  living  in  Harmony 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  with  a daughter, 
Mrs.  Bailey.  (3)  Sarah  was  married  in  England 
to  John  Jackson,  who  became  a farmer  in  Harmony 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; he  died  leaving  no 
family,  and  she  survived  him  but  a few  years.  (4) 
Harriet  was  married  in  this  country  to  Robert  Mur- 
phy, and  settled  at  Susquehanna,  where  he  died. 
She  has  five  sons — Daniel,  Frederick,  Robert, 
George  and  Charles,  all  residents  of  Broome  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  Susquehanna  county. 

Jacob  Storer,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
1820  in  Derbyshire,  England,  and  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Mary  Alton,  a native  of  the  same 
county,  born  in  1813.  He  came  to  America  in  1841, 
locating  for  a short  time  at  Lanesboro,  and  soon 
afterward  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Har- 
mony township,  which  he  cleared  and  improved  for 
a homestead.  He  first  built  a log  house  and  barn, 
but  as  time  passed  he  erected  substantial  frame 
buildings,  and  his  last  years  were  spent  in  well- 
earned  comfort.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat, 
and  at  times  he  held  important  local  offices.  He 
and  his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  being  highly  esteemed  among  their  associ- 
ates for  their  excellent  qualities  of  character.  The 
wife  died  May  14,  1879,  and  Mr.  Storer  survived 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


538 


her  many  years,  dying  November  16,  1893.  They  j 
had  eight  children,'  two  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 
Of  the  others:  (.1)  Hannah,  born  January  6, 

1839,  died  December  2,  1855.  (2)  Jennie,  born 

May  28,  1843,  in  Harmony,  married  Joseph  Shrimp- 
ton,  of  Binghamton,  and  has  three  children  Emma 
(wife  of  Herbert  Harring,  of  Binghamton),  Will- 
iam and  Matie.  (3)  Clarice,  born  February  9, 
1845,  died  June  24,  1874,  married  Jacob  Kishpaugh, 
and  had  three  children — Fred,  Ella  and  Anna. 
(4)  John  A.  is  next  in  order  of  birth.  (5)  Fred- 
erick A.,  born  May  14,  1850,  resides  at  the  old  home- 
stead. Fie  married  Miss  Cora  W ay,  of  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  has  two  sons — William  and 
Ralph,  both  at  home.  (6)  George  M.,  born  March 
30,  1852,  resides  in  Bradford,  McKean  Co.,  Penn.; 
he  married  Miss  Della  Steamback,  of  Jackson, 
and  they  have  had  two  children — Stephen  and 
Edna. 

John  A.  Storer  received  a district-school  educa- 
tion and  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  In  1869  he  married,  for  his  first 
wife,  Miss  Samyra  Foote,  of  Windsor,  N.  Y., 
daughter  of  Andrew  Foote,  and  a member  of  a 
well  known  pioneer  family  of  that  section.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Storer  located  at  Stevens 
Point,  where  his  wife  died  a year  later,  leaving 
one  son — Oscar,  born  February  13,  1870,  still  at 
home.  In  1874  Mr.  Storer  married  Miss  Martha 
Watson,  and  in  the  following  year  he  purchased  the 
old  Austin  homestead  in  Harmony  township,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  By  his  second  marriage  he 
has  three  children:  Nellie  M.,  born  March  15, 

1877,  is  a graduate  of  Mansfield  Normal  School 
and  a successful  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Lanes- 
boro ; Susie  A.,  born  May  19,  1881,  graduated  in 
1899  from  the  Mansfield  Normal  School ; and  Leon 
J.,  born  July  20,  1883,  is  a student  in  Laurel  Hill 
Academy.  The  family  is  prominent  socially,  and 
Mrs.  Storer  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
while  our  subject  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  he  has  frequently  held  office.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  at  times  he  has  served 
as  school  director,  poormaster  and  supervisor. 

Mrs.  Martha  (Watson)  Storer  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  her 
parents,  Andrew  and  Susan  Watson,  were  early 
settlers.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in  1809,  at 
Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  cleared  a fine  homestead  in 
Franklin  township  in  early  manhood,  and  he  and 
his  wife  passed  their  remaining  years  there,  he  dying 
in  February,  1889,  and  his  wife  passing  away  Jan- 
uary 19,  1894.  They  had  one  son,  Richard,  who 
died  in  childhood,  and  four  daughters,  viz. : Eliza, 

now  Mrs.  Clark  D.  Bryant,  of  Franklin  township; 
Emma  S.,  widow  of  Edward  S.  Foot,  of  Harmony 
township  ; Martha,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Marilla, 
wife  of  A.  D.  Fish,  of  Franklin  township.  An- 
drew Watson  was  a Republican  in  political  senti- 
ment, and  was  one  of  the  two  men  in  Franklin  town- 
ship that  first  voted  against  slavery. 


PATRICK  T.  IRVING.  Railway  companies 
are  jealously  careful  of  the  ability  and  faithfulness 
of  their  employes,  and  the  men  who  rise  from  the 
ranks  to  positions  of  wide  responsibility  are  with 
rare  exceptions  individuals  who  possess  superior 
claims  to  promotion.  “Pat"  Irving,  as  he  is  tamil- 
iarlv  known  at  Oakland  borough,  Susquehanna 
county,  his  home,  has  for  many  years  been  boiler 
inspector  in  the  Susquehanna  shops  of  the  New 
York  & Erie  Railroad  Co.  That  he  deserves  the 
promotions  that  have  come  to  him  is  universally 
recognized,  and  few,  if  any,  men  in  Oakland  are 
better  liked  than  he. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Piermont,  N,  Y.,  in 
1855,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Johanna  (Foley)  Irving,, 
who  were  natives  of  County  Cork,  Ireland,  born 
in  1835  and  1837,  respectively.  They  came  when 
young  to  New  York,  where  they  married,  and 
Thomas  Irving  became  a brakeman  on  the  Eastern 
New  York  Division  of  the  Erie  road.  He  later 
moved  to  Susquehanna,  and  worked  on  the  Delaware 
Division  for  some  years.  He  then  entered  the 
shops  and  learned  the  trade  of  boiler  maker,  which 
he  followed  until  his  retirement  from  active  life. 
He  purchased  real  estate  in  the  town  of  Susque- 
hanna, where  he  and  his  wife  still  reside  in  happy 
old  age.  To  Thomas  and  Johanna  Irving  were 
born  twelve  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
eldest.  (2)  Dennis,  born  in  Susquehanna  in  1857, 
died  in  boyhood.  (3)  John,  born  at  Susquehanna 
June  27,  1863,  died  in  Brooklyn  when  a boy.  (4) 
Mary  died  in  girlhood.  (5)  William  J.  died  in 
boyhood.  (6)  Nicholas  became  a fireman  on  the 
Erie  railroad,  and  died  when  a young  man.  (7) 
Cornelius,  born  in  Susquehanna  May  18,  1865,  had 
the  advantage  of  the  parochial  schools.  When 
young  he  learned  the  trade  of  boiler  maker,  took 
up  railroading,  and  ran  on  the  Jefferson  branch  for 
a number  of  years.  He  died  in  early  manhood,  leav- 
ing many  friends  among  his  young  companions.  (8) 
Ellen  died  in  childhood.  (9)  Nora,  born  Novem- 
ber 17,  1875,  in  Susquehanna,  was  a graduate  of 
the  Laurel  Hill  Academy,  class  of  ’9 2,  and  then  held 
several  responsible  positions  with  different  firms  in 
her  town.  Although  she  died  in  young  woman- 
hood, her  short  life  was  filled  to  overflowing  with 
love  and  charity  for  all.  Her’s  was  truly  a Chris- 
tian life.  Her  one  desire  was  to  serve  her  Divine 
Master,  and  how  well  she  served  Him  was  known 
by  all.  The  sweetness  of  her  disposition,  and  mod- 
est, unassuming  manner,  were  the  sunshine  of  her 
home,  and  gained  friends  for  her  everywhere.  Her 
pleasant  smile  and  cheery  greeting  will  long  be  re- 
membered and  sadly  missed  by  those  who  knew  her 
in  life.  (10)  Edward  died  in  childhood.  (11) 
Thomas  was  born  in  Susquehanna  September  19,. 
1871,  was  educated  in  the  parochial  schools,  and 
when  young  entered  the  Erie  store  as  clerk,  remain- 
ing four  years.  He  then  entered  the  shops  as  a 
machinist  apprentice,  finishing  his  trade  in  1895,. 
and  has  since  been  employed  in  the  shops,  remain- 
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ins:  with  his  father  and  mother  at  the  old  home  in 

o t 

Susquehanna.  He  is  a young  man  admired  tor  his 
many  good  qualities.  (12)  Agnes,  born  July  24, 
1873,  was  educated  in  the  parochial  schools,  is  at 
home,  and  is  one  of  the  admired  young  ladies  of 
her  town. 

Patrick  T.  Irving,  our  subject,  grew  up  in  Sus- 
quehanna, attending  the  home  schools.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1868,  he  entered  the  New  York  & Erie  railroad 
shops,  as  apprentice  to  the  boiler  trade,  which  he 
completed  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  He  then 
received  full  wages  as  a journeyman  workman  until 
1888,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  in- 
spector,, which  he  still  holds  with  the  company. 

On  November  5,  1878,  Mr.  Irving  married 
Johanna  McCarthy,  of  Susquehanna,  daughter  of 
John  and  Catherine  McCarthy,  old  and  prominent 
residents  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Irving  was  born  in  Sus- 
quehanna December  20,  1858,  and  was  educated  in 
the  home  schools.  After  his  marriage  our  subject 
purchased  real  estate  in  Oakland,  where  he  erected 
one  of  the  fine  homes  of  that  borough,  having  every 
modern  improvement  and  convenience.  To  him- 
self and  wife  have  been  born  five  children,  namely: 
Katie,  born  July  16,  1879,  who  was  educated  in  the 
Laurel  Hill  Academy,  graduating  in  the  class  of 
’96,  and  is  a young  lady  of  culture,  well  advanced 
in  musical  studies;  Thomas,  born  February  2,  1883, 
a student  in  the  high  school  of  his  town ; John,  born 
April  1 7,  1886;  William,  born  July  17,  1888;  and 
Robert,  born  February  3,  1892. 

Politically  Mr.  Irving  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  served  as 
town  councilman  and  as  inspector  of  the  election 
board.  In  religious  connection  he  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  to  which  his 
parents  also  belong. 

Patrick  T.  Irving  is  deserving  of  special  men- 
tion in  this  work  as  a young  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary abilitv.  Commencing  his  work  in  the  shops 
early  in  life,  he  made  his  way  upward  year  by  year, 
until  he  now  fills  an  important  position.  He  start- 
ed life  a poor  boy,  but  his  constant  application  and 
many  good  qualities  brought  him  favorably  to  the 
consideration  of  the  company.  He  holds*  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  his  employers,  and  is  asso- 
ciated in  their  business  as  a first-class  mechanic. 
His  home  is  a model  of  neatness,  comfort  and  lux-' 
ury,  and  his  family  are  esteemed  and  respected  by 
all  who  know  them. 

RICHARD  T.  GILLESPIE.  Among  the  rep- 
resentative leading  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of 
Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who 
thoroughly  understand  their  business,  and  pursue 
their  chosen  vocation  in  a methodical  and  work- 
manlike manner,  is  the  subject  of  this  biography. 
He  was  born  in  that  township,  June  4,  1838,  and 
comes  of  a good  old  Scottish  family. 

John  and  Jane  (McMichael)  Gillespie,  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  were  born,  reared  and  edu- 


cated in  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland,  where  their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated.  In  1828  they  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Great 
Bend  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  the  father 
for  some  years  working  for  Judge  Thompson,  an 
uncle  of  Mrs.  Gillespie,  who  gave  to  the  young 
couple  200  acres  of  land  in  Great  Bend  township, 
near  the  New  York  State  line.  To  the  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  of  this  place  Mr.  Gillespie  de- 
voted his  time  and  attention  until  his  death,  in  1876. 
Acre  after  acre  of  the  land  he  cleared  and  placed 
under  cultivation,  and  erected  thereon  good  and  sub- 
stantial buildings.  His  wife  died  in  1854.  She 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
with  which  she  united  in  her  younger  days,  was 
greatly  respected  and  loved  by  her  friends  and 
neighbors,  and  by  her  death  her  pastor  lost  a firm 
friend.  Air.  Gillespie,  although  not  a member,  at- 
tended the  same  Church  as  his  wife,  and  aided  in 
its  support.  As  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town  he  was  looked  up  to  and  honored  in  his  life, 
and  sincerely  mourned  at  his  death.  This  worthy 
couple  had  the  following  children:  (1)  James 

M.,  born  in  Scotland,  in  1827,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Great  Bend  and  Harford,  Penn.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  was  a member  of  a govern- 
ment construction  corps,  and  remained  in  the  serv- 
ice until  peace  was  restored.  He  is  now  one  of  the 
wealthiest  citizens  of  Neligh,  Antelope  Co.,  Neb., 
owning  one  square  mile  of  land,  under  cultiva- 
tion, in  that  county,  and  resides  on  the  home  farm 
with  his  daughter  Josephine,  who  is  unmarried,  and 
makes  a lovely  home  for  her  father.  (2)  Will- 
iam, born  in  Great  Bend  township,  in  1829,  wedded 
Alary  A.  Leslie,  of  Harford,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  they  reside,  as  he  owns  two  good  farms  there. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  took  part  in 
a number  of  battles.  His  children  are  Leslie,  Alag- 
gie,  Jennie,  Clara,  Thomas,  James,  Nellie,  Jessie, 
Francis,  Elizabeth  and  Anna.  (3)  Thomas,  born 
in  1832,  learned  the  wagon  maker’s  trade  with 
Grant  Trowbridge,  of  Great  Bend,  and  now  resides 
at  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.  He  owns  one-half  of  the  old 
Gillespie  farm,  and  a fine  and  convenient  house  on 
Alain  street,  Great  Bend.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Terboss,  of  Great  Bend,  who  died  in  1891,  leaving 
two  children,  William  and  Nina.  William  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  D.  L.  & W.  Railroad  Co.  and  was 
head  man  in  their  office  at  Binghamton  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  On  account  of  failing  health  he  re- 
moved to  Texas,  and  was  in  the  railroad  service 
there,  but  as  his  health  continued  to  decline  he 
underwent  an  operation  for  spinal  trouble  at  one 
of  the  Philadelphia  hospitals.  It  was  not  a suc- 
cess, however,  and  he  died  soon  afterward,  at  Kirk- 
wood, N.  Y.  Nina  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Atwood, 
of  Great  Bend,  who  was  principal  of  the  Hacketts- 
town  schools  for  a number  of  years,  and  is  now 
superintendent  of  that  county.  They  have  one,  son, 
William.  (4)  Joseph,  born  in  1835,  is  employed 
in  one  of  the  leading  clothing  stores  of  Bingham- 
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ton,  N.  Y.,  and  owns  one  of  the  fine  residences  of 
that  city.  He  married  Frances  Styles,  of  Gibson, 
Penn.-,  but  has  no  children.  (5)  Richard  T.  is 
next  in  the  family.  (6)  John,  the  youngest  son, 
received  a district  school  education,  and  when  a 
young  man  entered  the  service  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  advancing  to  the 
position  of  engineer  and  later  conductor.  He  mar- 
ried Stella  Turboss,  of  Great  Bend,  and  in  1878 
they  removed  to  Antelope  county,  Neb.,  where  he 
purchased  land  adjoining  that  of  his  brother,  near 
Clearwater,  and  now  owns  a large  amount  of  real 
estate  there.  His  children  are  Lizzie,  John,  Birdie, 
James,  Nina,  Pearl,  Ritchie,  Frank,  Charles  and 
Harlan ; the  four  older  ones  are  married,  and  live 
in  central  Nebraska.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillespie,  hav- 
ing no  daughters,  adopted  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Gil- 
lespie's brother  William,  Isabella,  who  married 
Fletcher  Simons,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  and  still  resides 
there. 

Richard  T.  Gillespie,  our  subject,  was  reared 
upon  the  home  farm,  began  his  literary  education 
in  the  local  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
became  a student  in  the  Wyoming  Seminary.  When 
his  school  days  were  over  he  assisted  his  father  in 
the  operation  of  the  farm  for  several  years.  In 
April,  1864,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
V enica  Simons,  of  Great  Bend,  whose  parents  were 
from  New  Jersey.  She  died  in  1870,  leaving  one 
child,  Bertha  M.,  who  was  born  in  April,  1869,  and 
Avas  educated  in  the  graded  schools  of  Great  Bend, 
where  she  graduated  in  the  class  of  '85.  Later 
she  completed  a course  in  stenography  and  book- 
keeping at  the  Binghamton  Business  College,  grad- 
uating in  1894,  and  she  now  holds  a position  as 
bookkeeper  with  the  Grand  Union  Tea  Co.,  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.  She  is  a lady  of  culture  and  re- 
finement, and  a great  comfort  to  her  father  in  the 
home. 

In  January,  1878,  Mr.  Gillespie  married  Miss 
Flora  A.  Johnston,  who  was.  born  April  6,  1843,  in 
Hallstead,  Penn.,  where  she  was  educated  in  the 
higher  schools.  For.  some  time  she  was  one  of  the 
successful  teachers  in  the  district  schools  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  also  taught  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Montrose.  She  is  a lady  of  marked  in- 
telligence, and  presides  with  gracious  dignity  OA^er 
their  beautiful  home,  so  pleasantly  located  on  the 
Susquehanna  river.  Her  parents  were  J.  B.  and 
Phoebe  Johnston,  prominent  citizens  of  Hallstead. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillespie  have  two  sons,  namely: 
John,  born  in  March,  1880.  and  James,  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1885,  both  students  in  the  graded  schools 
of  Great  Bend. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Gillespie  had 
charge  of  the  home  farm  until  1873,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  Oliver  Trowbridge  farm  and  hotel  prop- 
erty, adjoining  the  village  of  Great  Bend,  Avhere 
he  now  resides.  LTpon  this  place  he  has  erected 
neAY  buildings  and  remodeled  others,  and  noAV  has 
a fine  two-story  residence,  supplied  Avith  all  mod- 


ern conveniences.  He  has  also  built  a number  of 
houses  to  rent  upon  this  property.  In  connection 
with  general  farming  he  is  quite  extensively  en- 
gaged in  stock  raising  and  dairying,  and  for  the 
latter  purpose  has  a fine  herd  of  milch  coavs,  ship- 
ping the  milk  to  the  New  York  rharkets.  Although 
he  is  a pronounced  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  al- 
ways declined  official  honors,  preferring  to  give  his 
undivided  attention  to  his  business  interests.  Re- 
ligiously he  and  his  family  hold  membership  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  they  occupy  an  enviable 
position  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  community. 

HON.  GEORGE  REED  RESSEGUIE.  This 
enterprising  farmer  and  fruit  grower  of  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  for  three  years 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  participating  in  some  of 
the  most  stubbornly-contested  engagements  of  the 
conflict,  and  was  twice  wounded.  He  made  a most 
excellent  military  record. 

Mr.  Resseguie  was  born  in  South  Gibson,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  February  1,  1839,  son  Fitch 
and  Mary  (Tewksbury)  Resseguie,  and  grandson 
of  Samuel  Resseguie,  who  Avas  the  first  permanent 
settler  in  South  Gibson.  Samuel  Resseguie  Avas 
a son  of  William  Resseguie,  of  Fishkill,  N.  Y.  In 
May,  1813,  he  brought  his  family  to  the  wilder- 
ness, paying  a Mr.  Taylor  $40  for  a quit-claim  deed 
for  400  acres.  He  erected  a log  cabin,  having  bark 
shingles  held  down  by  poles,  and  moved  with  his 
family  into  this  rude  dwelling.  His  quit-claim  deed 
proving  worthless,  he  bought  120  acres  of  land 
at  $2  per  acre,  which  he  occupied  until  he  passed 
away,  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  eightv-two  years.  He 
had  married,  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  Freelove  Disbrow, 
a native  of  Connecticut,  and  their  children  Avere: 
Fitch,  LeAvis,  Aaron,  William,  Harrison,  Nelson, 
Betsey,  Cynthia  and  Sally. 

Fitch  Resseguie,  the  eldest  child,  was  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject.  Lie  was  born  in  1804,  and 
was  reared  in  the  backwoods  home,  developing  the 
sturdy  character  of  a pioneer  and  the  generous  hos- 
pitality which  usually  abounded  in  the  early  settle- 
ments. He  married  Mary  TeAvksbury,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Mary  (Reed)  Tewksbury,  natives  of 
Vermont,  Avho  migrated  in  1814  to  Susquehanna 
county,  settling  in  Brooklyn  township.  Fitch  Res- 
seguie Avas  a lifelong  farmer  of  the  Tunkhannock 
Valley.  He  was  a charter  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  in  the  early  days  his  house  and  barn 
were  always  open  for  Church  services.  His  noble 
wife,  whose  Avomanly  and  Christian  graces  Avere 
refining  influences  throughout  the  community,  died 
in  1876,  aged  sixty-three  years.  Fitch  Resseguie 
died  in  1890,  aged  eighty-six  years.  Their  chil- 
dren Avere  as  follows : Charles  W.,  now  deceased, 

became  editor  of  the  Daily  Transcript  and  Ledger 
of  Susquehanna : he  married  Angeline  M.  Wood- 
Avard.  Freeman  T.  Avas  drowned  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  George  R.  is  our  subject.  Will- 
iam E.,  a merchant  of  South  Gibson,  married  Helen 
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Denny.  Mary  D.  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  L.  Holmes, 
an  extensive  farmer  of  South  Gibson.  Manly  T., 
who  married  Vianna  Pickering,  died  at  the  age  of 
forty  years. 

George  R.  Resseguie,  our  subject,  remained  on 
the  home  farm  until  he  attained  his  majority,  as- 
sisting his  father  and  receiving  the  education  which 
the  neighboring  schools  afforded.  For  one  year  he 
worked  on  a farm.  On  August  22,  1862,  at  New 
Milford,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  141st  Regiment 
P.  V.  I.,  Capt.  H.  F.  Beardsley,  for  three  years’ 
service  or  during  the  war.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Cul- 
peper, Centerville,  the  Wilderness,  etc.  At  Chan- 
cellorsville, May  3,  1863,  he  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  right  hand  with  a minie  ball,  was  taken  to 
Harwood  hospital,  and  thence  transferred  to  Mc- 
Clellan Hospital,  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained 
three  months.  Rejoining  his  regiment  at  Warren- 
ton,  Va.,  he  remained  with  his  company  until  the 
final  musterout,  June  7,  1865,  at  Falls  Church,  Va., 
except  a few  days  lost  in  consequence  of  a wound  in 
the  right  shoulder  received  in  the  battle  of  the  Wil- 
derness. He  was  promoted  from  the  ranks  to  the 
office  of  sergeant,  and  on  February  14,  1865,  be- 
came first  sergeant. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army  our  subject 
returned  to  his  old  home.  He  was  married,  in 
Jackson  township,  October  22,  1866,  to  Harriet  M. 
Ehrgood,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children : 
Gracie  B.,  who  died  aged  eleven  years;  Daisy  D., 
who  married  Norman  N.  Howard,  a bookkeeper  of 
Scranton,  Penn.;  Mary  M.,  wife  of  Fred  E.  Moore, 
a farmer  and  milk  dealer  of  Harford;  and  Leo  E., 
at  home.  On  August  22,  1899,  Mr.  Resseguie  mar- 
ried, for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Carrie  (Johnson) 
Briggs  (widow  of  William  J.  Briggs),  who  was 
born  July  29,  i860,  in  West  Burlington,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Henry  L.  and  Mary  (More- 
house) Johnson.  Her  father  served  in  the  Civil 
war  as  a member  of  the  207th  P:  V.  I.  Mrs.  Res- 
seguie is  an  accomplished  musician,  both  vocal  and 
instrumental,  possessing  a fine  voice  which  has  been 
thoroughly  trained  under  various  teachers  of  high 
standing.  She  pursued  her  earlier  studies  under 
Prof.  Marsh,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  she  formerly 
resided,  and  later  was  a pupil  of  Prof.  Courtney, 
Mrs.  Hattie  Clapper  Morris,  and  J.  Harry  Wheeler, 
in  New  York  City,  and  of  Campanari,  in  Boston. 
For  several  years  she  sang  frequently  in  the  Elmira 
Churches,  subsequently  for  a time  in  St.  Steven's 
Church,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  filled  various  im- 
portant engagements,  acquiring  special  reputation 
for  her  fine  powers  of  interpretation.  She  taught 
music  for  a number  of  years,  being  located  for  three 
vears  at  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  where  she 
had  charge  of  the  musical  instruction  in  the  State 
Soldiers’  Orphans’  School,  and  in  this  connection 
the  Elmira  Advertiser  says:  “The  success  which 

has  attended  her  efforts  is  another  proof  of  her  abil- 
ity as  an  instructor  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music. 


Her  abilities  as  a vocalist  are  well  known  to  many 
outside  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  management  is 
to  be  congratulated  in  securing  the  services  of  such 
an  accomplished  musician  and  instructor.”  Mrs. 
Resseguie  had  two  children  by  her  first  marriage: 
M.  Edna,  who  died  when  two  years  old;  and  Henry 
Jack,  who  lives  with  his  mother. 

Mr.  Resseguie  purchased  and  for  four  years 
operated  the  old  Resseguie  homestead  in  Gibson 
township.  He  then  sold  it  to  his  brother  Charles  W. 
and  in  1871  moved  to  his  present  farm  of  163  acres 
in  Harford  township,  where  in  addition  to  general 
farming  he  is  largely  interested  in  fruit  raising 
and  dairy  work ; he  has  six  hundred  fruit  trees  on 
his  fertile  farm,  and  is  an  extensive  grower  of  small 
fruits.  Our  subject  is  an  agriculturist  of  progres- 
sive ideas,  and  by  his  wide-awake  methods  has  not 
only  brought  prosperity  to  himself,  but  has  been 
a potent  influence  for  advanced  and  improved 
methods  throughout  the  community. 

In  1885  Mr.  Resseguie  was  elected  a member 
of  the  State  Legislature,  serving  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  his  constitu- 
ents. He  is  a man  of  wide  popularity,  and  has 
held  almost  all  the  local  offices,  including  that  of 
school  director  for  six  years.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  A.  J.  Ropper  Post  No.  452,  G.  A.  R.,. 
at  South  Gibson.  In  politics  he  is  a strong  Re- 
publican, in  religious  affiliation  an  active  member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  of  South  Gibson.  He  lias  been 
especially  active  in  the  Harford  Agricultural  Soci- 
ety, of  which  he  has  served  sixteen  years  as  general 
superintendent,  four  years  as  vice-president,  and 
two  years  as  president. 

NORMAN  E.  TRAVIS  stands  prominent 
among  the  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  has  had  his 
home  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  born  Octo- 
ber 7,  1846,  at  Meshoppen,  Wyoming  county,  this 
State,  son  of  James  B.  and  Catherine  (Wilcox) 
Travis,  who  were  natives  of  Abington,  Penn.,  and 
New  York  State,  respectively. 

Mr.  Travis’  grandfather,  Zebulon  Travis,  was 
a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a farmer  by  occupation. 
He  died  at  Abington,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.  His  fa- 
ther, fames  B.  Travis,  born  October  6,  1810,  was 
also  a farmer,  and  in  an  early  day  settled  in  Wyo- 
ming county,  where  he  died  March  26,  1859.  He 
was  buried  near  the  West  Nicholson  church.  For 
his  first  wife  he  married  Phcehe  Featherby,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children : Eliza  A.,  who  mar- 

ried Jonas  Stanton;  Elizabeth,  who  did  not  marry; 
and  Phcehe  C.,  wife  of  John  Kaufman,  all  now 
deceased.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Catherine 
(Wilcox)  Palmatier,  widow  of  John  Palmatier, 
who  had  four  children  by  her  first  marriage: 
Rebecca,  deceased;  Henry,  a farmer  of  Chenango 
county,  N.  Y. ; Isaac,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Cal- 
ista,  Mrs.  Jacob  Palmer,  deceased.  Her  parents,  Isaac 
and  Freelove  Wilcox,  came  from  New  York  State 
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to  Pennsylvania,  settling  at  Peckville,  Luzerne  coun- 
ty. To  James  B.  and  Catherine  lravis  were  born 
three  children:  Norman  E. ; Benjamin  F.,  a miner, 
who  was  killed  in  1898  in  a rock  cut  at  Scianton, 
Penn.;  and  Freelove  A.,  wife  of  Norman  S.  Brown, 
a farmer  and  beeman  of  Springville  township  (he 
has  105  colonies  of  bees).  The  parents  were  act- 
ive members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mrs.  Travis 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  with  her  son  Norman 
E.  in  the  spring  of  1877,  and  remained  here  until 
her  death,  which  occurred  April  10,  1889;  she  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Newton  cemetery,  in  Dimock  town- 
ship. She  was  born  March  30,  1809. 

Norman  E.  Travis  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  boy- 
hood home,  but  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  on  the  farm,  becoming  skilled  in  agricultural 
work  of  all  kinds  at  an  early  age.  When  fourteen 
years  of  age  he  began  to  support  himself,  working 
"for  farmers  and  on  public  works,  and  during  the 
winter  time  in  the  lumber  woods,  continuing  thus 
until  his  marriage,  since  when  he  has  devoted  him- 
self exclusively  to  farming.  He  rented  land  for 
nineteen  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1877  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  for  nine  years  residing  in 
Dimock  township.  On  January  1,  1889,  he  pur- 
chased his  present  property  in  Auburn  township, 
which  comprises  eighty-eight  and  one-half  acres, 
and  he  has  become  well  known  in  the  neighborhood 
for  his  progress  and  thrift,  deriving  a good  income 
from  his  farm  as  a result  of  judicious  and  capable 
management.  Mr.  Travis  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  best  interests  of  the  community, 
and  while  in  Dimock  township  he  served  for  six 
years  as  school  director,  during  five  years  of  that 
time  acting  as  secretary  of  the  board.  However, 
he  has  given  strict  attention  to  his  private  affairs, 
and  is  not  an  office-seeker.  His  political  support  is 
given  to  the  Democratic  party. 

On  Apri^  1,  1871,  Mr.  Travis  was  married,  in 
Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Lucy  B.  Robbins,  and 
they  have  had  two  children,  Harry  J.  and  Lena  M., 
both  of  whom  are  still  with  their  parents.  The 
family  are  prominent  members  and  workers  of  the 
■ M.  E.  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Travis  has  been  stew- 
ard for  four  terms,  at  different  times.  While  in 
Dimock  he  was  class-leader  for  four  years. 

Mrs.  Lucy  B.  (Robbins)  Travis  was  born  Oc- 
tober 11,  1850,  in  Montrose,  Penn.  Her  grand- 
parents, Ephraim  and  Jane  (Wright)  Robbins, 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
respectively,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  co’unty  in 
1830,  passing  the  remainder  of  their  days  here. 
They  were  farming  people.  They  located  three 
miles  east  of  Montrose,  where  she  died  in  1852,  and 
Ephraim  Robbins  subsequently  removed  to  Jessup 
township,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1865,  when 
he  was  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  They  had  a fam- 
ily of  four  children : Mary,  Mrs.  William  Melmish, 
deceased;  Isaac  W.,  father  of  Mrs.  Travis;  Elisha, 
deceased ; and  Henry,  living  retired  in  Bridgewa- 


ter township.  Isaac  W.  Robbins  was  born  in  Tren- 
ton. N.  J.,  September  20,  1818,  came  to  Susquehanna 
count)  with  his  parents,  and  here  married  Miss 
Lucy  A.  Day,  a native  of  the  county,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Lucy  (Bush)  Day;  they  were  born  in 
Rhode  Island  and  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  re- 
spectively, and  both  died  in  Susquehanna  county,  . 
where  Mr.  Day  was  engaged  in  farming.  To  Isaac 
W.  and  Lucy  A.  Robbins  were  born  three  children : 
Frank,  who  is  a railroad  engineer  of  Susquehanna, 
Penn.;  Lucy  B.,  Mrs.  Travis;  and  Charles  F.,  de- 
ceased, of  Susquehanna  county.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  Auburn  township  in  August,  1870, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  and  her  remains  rest 
in  the  Bunnell  cemetery.  The  father,  who  is  now 
retired,  makes  his  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Travis. 
He  was  a farmer  and  stone  mason  by  occupation, 
and  he  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

SIMON  MARCY.  The  man  who  possesses 
strong  convictions,  and  lives  up  to  them,  not  only 
gets  more  out  of  life  than  the  individual  of  looser 
principles,  but  his  influence  in  the  community  in 
which  he  lives  is  infinitely  superior.  Simon  Marcv, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  evidently  believes  in  well- 
doing, both  in  conduct  and  in  the  practical  duties  of 
life.  Even  a cursory  inspection  of  his  well-tilled 
acres  reveals  the  presence  of  the  principle  that  what- 
ever is  worth  doing  is  worth  doing  well.  He  has 
built  miles  of  wall,  he  has  greatly  increased  and  im- 
proved his  possessions,  he  has  exemplified  in  a most 
admirable  manner  the  advantages  of  thoroughness 
as  applied  to  farming. 

The  family  ranks  among  the  pioneers  of  north- 
eastern Pennsylvania.  John  Marcy,  the  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  a resident  of  Wyoming 
county.  Simon  Marcy,  his  father,  was  born  In 
Wyoming  county  in  1812.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  married  Esther  Phillips,  and  followed  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight  years.  His  three  children  were : 
Olive,  who  died  young;  Angeline,  wife  of  J.  T. 
Bennett,  of  Lenox  township ; and  Simon,  our  sub- 
ject. 

The  latter  was  born  in  Lenox  township  May 
x7’  1839-  He  received  a good  common-school  ed- 
ucation, and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  working  in 
the  lumber  woods  in  Lenox  township.  Three  vears 
later  he  came  into  the  possession  of  a farm  left  by 
his  father.  Mr.  Marcy  was  married  to  Miss  D. 
Llarinda  Phillips,  and  has  ever  since  engaged  in 
farming  in  Lenox  township.  The  original  farm 
of  seventy-five  acres  has  been  increased  to  222  acres, 
about  125  acres  of  which  is  cleared,  and  the  lumber- 
ing is  chiefly  the  result  of  Mr.  Marcy’s  labors.  Be- 
sides general  farming  our  subject  is  interested  in 
dairying  and  in  market  gardening.  He  is  not  with- 
out his  experiences  in  a business  way,  having  trav- 
eled for  several  years  as  salesman  for  washing  ma- 
chines, etc.  In  politics  Mr.  Marcy  is  a Republican, 
but  has  never  scught  office.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Marcy  have  been  born  thirteen  children,  nine  of 
whom  survive ; their  names  and  dates  of  birth,  etc., 
are  as  follows:  Sidney,  July  7,  1859;  Emily,  Feb- 

ruary 21,  i860;  Fernando,  March  5,  1863  (died 
August  5,  1863);  Ferdinand,  September  18,  1864; 
Nellie,  March  10,  1867;  James,  August  13,  1868; 
Olive,  June  12,  1870;  Russel,  December  8,  1872; 
Wellington  and  Walter,  twins,  December  21,  1874 
(the  former  died  March  16,  1876,  the  latter  March 
7,  same  year)  ; Helen,  November  12,  1877;  Harry, 
October  14,  1879;  Oscar,  April  16,  1882  (died 
March  14,  1883). 

THOMAS  CAMERON.  When  twelve  years 
of  age  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Susquehanna  county  from  his  native  city, 
Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  and  here  he  has  ever  since  re- 
mained, except  when  in  the  army  during  the  Civil 
war.  John  Cameron,  father  of  our  subject,  pur- 
chased the  hotel  property  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  Fenox  township,  and  the  name  of  Cameron’s 
Corners  still  clings  to  the  place.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a native  of  Scotland, 
and  removed  to  the  North  of  Ireland.  There  John 
Cameron,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  emigrated  to  America, 
and  secured  employment  in  Newburgh,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  there  marrying  Mary  Moore,  who  when  a babe 
had  been  brought  by  her  parents  to  America  from 
Ireland,  her  native  land.  John  Cameron  removed 
from  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  to  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  in  1852,  and  for  many  years  con- 
ducted a hotel  at  Cameron’s  Corners.  For  three 
years  prior  to  his  death,  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eightv- 
two  years,  he  lived  in  Harford  township,  where  he 
owned  a farm  of  fifty  acres.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat.  His  widow  now  lives  with  our 
subject.  The  eight  children  of  John  and  Mary 
Cameron  were  Thomas,  our  subject;  John,  a carpen- 
ter of  Wilcox,  Elk  county;  Ellen,  wdio  married 
George  Dun,  of  Lenox  township,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ; William,  of  Brooklyn  township  ; Marv,  wife 
of  John  Adams,  of  Kingsley;  Sarah,  who  married 
G.  W.  Howell,  of  Carbondale ; James,  of  Harford; 
and  Robert,  a dentist  of  Meshoppen. 

Thomas  Cameron,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  November  18,  1840,  and  when 
twelve  years  old  came  with  his  parents  to  Susque- 
hanna county.  He  received  a good  common-school 
education.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  177th  P.  V.  I.,  serving  about  ten  months, 
and  after  being  mustered  out,  in  August,  1863,  he 
was  in  the  government  service  for  about  eighteen 
months.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to 
Susquehanna  county  and  engaged  in  carpenter  and 
blacksmith  work  at  Cameron’s  Corners  until  1869, 
when  he  purchased  a farm  of  eighty-one  acres, 
about  two-thirds  of  which  was  improved.  He 
erected  a home,  cleared  the  remainder  of  the  farm, 
and  has  since  engaged  successfully  in  general  and 
dairy  farming. 


Mr.  Cameron  was  married  in  South  Gibson 
township,  December  26,  1869,  to  Miss  Sarah  Wil- 
son, daughter  of  Peter  \\  ilson,  of  Dallas,  Luzerne 
county.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
the  following  named  children : Byron  T.,  a farmer 

of  Lenox  township  ; Jennie  E.,wife  of  J.  E.  Corey,  of 
Lenox  township;  Gertrude  M.,  at  home;  and  Albert 
J.,  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Cameron  is  a Demo- 
crat. He  is  not  an  office-seeker,  but  for  eighteen 
years  has  been  postmaster  at  Lenox.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Capt.  Lyons  Post  No.  85,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is 
one  of  the  substantial  and  enterprising  men  of  the 
township. 

JOHN  A.  McCONNELL,  an  enterprising  ag- 
riculturist of  New  Milford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  the  first  man  in  that  locality  to 
make  a specialty  of  growing  berries  for  the  mar- 
ket, and  his  success  demonstrates  the  advantage,  of 
seeking  new  lines  of  effort  instead  of  adheiing 
closelv  to  the  old  ways. 

Mr.  McConnell  was  born  December  25,  1840, 
in  Bangor,  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  is  a repre- 
sentative of  the  Scotch-Irish  race  which  has  pro 
duced  so  many  able  and  energetic  wmrkers  in  vari- 
ous lines.  John  McConnell,  his  grandfather,  was 
a farmer  in  the  North  of  Ireland,!  and  he  and  his 
wife,  Sarah  (McCollough) , died  there  many  years 
ago.  David  McConnell,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and 
was  married  there  to  Catherine  McKee,  daughter 
of  John  McKee,  a weaver  and  farmer.  Their  chil- 
dren were  all  born  in  Ireland.  In  April,  1853,  our 
subject's  parents  left  the  old  home  for  America, 
and  for  a number  of  years  they  resided  on  a farm 
in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county.  The 
father  lost  his  eyesight  in  his  later  years,  causing 
his  retirement,  and  he  passed  away  February  22, 
1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  while  on  a 
visit  to  our  subject.  The  mother  died  March  6, 
1893,  aged  ninety,  while  visiting  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Id.  B.  Tiffany,  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  the  remains  of  both  now  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  New  Milford.  While  in  Ireland  they 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  through- 
out their  lives  they  commanded  the  respect  of  all 
who  knew  them  by  their  consistent  following  of  the 
Christian  faith.  They  had  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Margaret,  who  married  James 

Alexander,  and  died  at  Harford;  Joseph,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years ; John  A.,  our  subject ; Hugh, 
a farmer  and  blacksmith  in  Harford  township ; twin 
of  Hugh,  deceased  in  infancy ; David,  a harness 
maker  at  New  Milford ; and  Elizabeth,  who  married 
H.  B.  Tiffany,  a farmer  at  Kingsley,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject’s  youth  was  spent  mainly  in  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  he  took  charge  of  the  place  for 
one  year.  He  then  operated  the  Nathan  Aldrich 
farm,  in  Brooklyn  township,  for  one  year,  and  on 
March  28.  1868,  he  took  possession  of  his  present 
homestead,  an  attractive  farm  of  fifty-two  acres. 
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As  a good  citizen  he  takes  an  intelligent  interest 
in  local  affairs,  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican 
organization,  and  has  served  two  years  as  township 
assessor  and  held  the  office  of  school  director  for 
part  of  a term,  resigning  to  take  that  of  poor  com- 
missioner, which  he  held  for  six  years.  Socially 
he  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  is  a leading 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  New  Milford, 
having  served  as  trustee  for  many  years.  On  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1866,  he  was  married  at  Harford  to  Miss 
Ellen  A.  Aldrich,  and  two  children  have  blessed  the 
union:  Nellie  A.  was  a successful  school  teacher, 

having  taught  eight  years  prior  to  her  marriage, 
June  28,  1899,  to  Joseph  Mathews.  Elmer  F.,  resid- 
ing in  New  Milford  township,  married  Bertha  Mat- 
hews, and  they  have  three  children,  Nelson  John, 
Harold  C.,  and  Ellen  Fay. 

Mrs.  Ellen  A.  (Aldrich)  McConnell,  to  whose 
efficient  aid  much  of  her  husband’s  success  is  due, 
was  born  March  1,  1843,  in  Harford  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  She  comes  of  good  New 
England  stock,  her  paternal  grandfather,  Nathan 
Aldrich,  having  been  a native  of  New  Hampshire, 
while  his  wife,  Betsey  Wheelock,  was  born  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. They  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in 
1814,  with  little  or  no  capital,  and  after  residing 
in  Harford  township  for  a few  years  settled  in 
Brooklyn  township,  where  they  acquired  a large 
estate.  The  grandmother  died  in  1869,  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  the  grandfather  married,  for  his 
second  wife,  a Mrs.  Appley.  Alanson  Aldrich,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  McConnell,  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the 
age  of  seven.  He  became  a successful  agriculturist, 
and  died  in  Harford  township,  April  19,  1873,  at 
the  age  of  sixtv-six.  He  was  married  in  that  town- 
ship to  Miss  Electa  Loomis,  a native  of  Coventry, 
Conn.,  born  August  18,  1815,  who  when  eight  years 
old  came  to  this  section  in  1823  with  her  parents, 
Eldad  and  Fannie  (Jeffers)  Loomis,  to  settle  upon 
a farm  in  Harford  township.  She  died  March  -26, 
1895,  her  remains  being  interred  in  Harford  town- 
ship beside  those  of  her  husband.  Mrs.  McCon- 
nell was  the  eldest  of  a large  family  of  children. 
Of  the  others,  Frank  E.  died  in  Harford  township, 
aged  twenty;  Edna  married  Emerson  C.  Caperon, 
a farmer  in  Harford  township ; Lucy  married  C. 
A.  Sterns,  of  Harford  ; Alvin,  who  married  Emma 
Clark,  of  Sullivan  county,  Penn.,  is  a stock  dealer 
in  New  Milford;  Fanny  married  B.  C.  Tourje,  a 
farmer  near  New  Milford ; and  William  died  at  the 
age  of  three  months. 

GILES  L.  LEWIS.  The  sight  of  the  high 
mountains  and  lofty  hills  naturally  inspires  high  am- 
bitions, and  the  necessity  of  carving  out  one’s  own 
future  amid  such  surroundings  tends  to  build  char- 
acters strong  and  simple  and  noble.  Giles  L.  Lewis 
was  born  in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
tv, March  1,  1825,  a son  of  Giles  and  Roxanna  L. 
(Hammond)  Lewis. 


Giles  Lewis,  Sr.,  was  born  March  10,  1795,  and 
in  early  manhood  became  one  of  the  soldiers  in  the 
war  of  1812 — a war  that  settled  forever  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States.  On  January  13, 
1820,  Mr.  Lewis  was  wedded  to  Roxanna  L.  Ham- 
mond, Who  was  born  November  30,  1804,  and  died 
in  1882.  To  this  union  came  seven  children:  Mary 
A.,  born  March  6,  1821  ; Samuel  H.,  born  April  2, 
1823  ; Giles  L. ; Roxanna  C,  born  January  15,  1828 ; 
Elgiva  O.,  born  January  3,  1830;  Ephraim  W., 
born  January  17,  1834;  and  Sally  E.,  born  June  6, 
1836,  all  of  whom  except  Sally  are  now  deceased. 
After  the  death  of  her  father  Mrs.  Lewis  married 
Job  Benson,  who  died  in  1877. 

Giles  L.  Lewis,  the  third  child  in  the  above- 
named  family,  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  day.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  twenty-one,  becoming  a thorough  ag- 
riculturist under  the  tuition  of  his  father  and  the 
neighbors  for  whom  he  occasionally  worked.  He 
also  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  followed  it 
for  many  years.  Many  of  the  buildings  in  that 
vicinity  have  been  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  the 
home  now  occupied  by  his  widow  was  built  for 
their  home  when  they  were  married.  He  toiled 
faithfully  in  the  daytime,  but  when  the  evening 
shadows  fell,  and  the  time  was  all  his  own,  the  na- 
ture of  the  man  was  made  manifest,  and  he  passed 
the  time  in  reading  and  study,  finally  beginning  the 
study  of  law.  He  continuing  carpentering  up  to 
1868,  but  early  in  the  ’sixties  he  took  up  law  and 
surveying  as  a business,  and  about  1868-1869  he 
started  a general  store  and  was  appointed  postmas- 
ter under  Grant.  This  office  he  held  through  the 
changing  administrations  until  1884,  when  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  came  into  power.  In  1884  he  gave  up 
the  store  to  his  sons  Charles  M.  and  Frank  W.,  who 
still  continue  the  business.  In  addition  to  his  other 
affairs  Mr.  Lewis  also  bought  and  sold  land  and 
loaned  money.  His  position  in  the  legal  world  was 
the  natural  outcome  of  his  own  efforts.  For  thirty- 
three  years  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  in  all  those  years  he  had  but  one  decision  re- 
versed. The  same  carefulness  that  characterized 
his  management  of  his  own  affairs  was  given  to 
ail  the  work  entrusted  to  him.  He  was  the  executor 
for  a large  number  of  estates,  and  served  as  guard- 
ian for  several  children.  In  the  political  world 
Giles  L.  Lewis  was  a powerful  factor.  He  was 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  was  ever 
found  a clear-headed  adviser,  and  his  uncompromis- 
ing integrity  made  him  at  once  loyal  to  his  party 
and  to  his  manhood.  He  held  at  different  times 
every  office  in  the  township,  and  after  he  had  labored 
unceasingly  for  the  erection  of  Thompson  borough 
he  became  its  first  burgess.  He  served  as  delegate 
to  county  and  State  conventions,  and  constantly 
used  his  influence  to  the  furthering  of  wise  legisla- 
tion. 

On  April  24,  1853,  Giles  L.  Lewis  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Augusta  M.  Salsbury,  and 
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the  young  couple  went  at  once  to  the  home  built  by 
Mr.  Lewis.  Four  children  gladdened  their  home: 
(i)  James  L.,  born  March  28,  1854,  died  in  in- 
fancy. (2)  Charles  M.,  born  October  21,  1858, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  now,  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  owns  the  store.  He 
married,  on  October  21,  1881,  Bessie  Leonard.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican.  (3)  Sudie,  born  Jan- 
uary 21,  1861,  died  February  16,  1864.  (4)  Frank 

W.,  born  May  21,  1870,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  also  took  a course  in  business  col- 
lege at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  is  now  one  of  the 
partners  in  the  store.  For  a time  he,  too,  followed 
in  the  political  footsteps  of  his  father,  but  of  late 
has  been  identified  with  the  Prohibition  party ; he 
is  now  serving  as  school  director  and  auditor.  On 
October  16,  1894,  he  wedded  Miss  Bertha  Clark,  a 
native  of  Green  Grove,  Penn.,  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  two  children — Willard,  born  April 
4,  1897,  and  Florence,  born  February  22,  1899.  On 
July  21,  1898,  Giles  L.  Lewis  was  killed  by  falling 
under  a train,  as  he  was  attempting  to  climb  over. 
His  death  was  looked  upon  as  a public  calamity — 
and  many  expressions  of  sympathy  were  extended 
the  bereaved  family.  A firm  friend,  a kind  husband 
and  father,  a loyal  citizen,  he  was  a man  who  met 
every  issue  squarely  and  unflinchingly,  and  when 
the  end  came,  so  suddenly  and  so  swiftly,  men  of 
ail  classes  came  to  pay  their  tribute  of  respect  to 
his  upright  character. 

Mrs.  Augusta  M.  (Salsburv)  Lewis  was  born 
February  13,  1834,  in  Harmony  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  a daughter  of  Joel  and  Aurelia  (Stod- 
dard) Salsbury,  the  former  of  whom,  a farmer  by 
occupation,  was  born  April  9,  1807,  in  Great  Bend 
township,  and  died  December  12,  1889.  The 
mother  was  born  April  23,  1814,  at  Great  Barring- 
ton, Mass.,  and  died  February  12,  1871.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children : Augusta  M. 

was  the  eldest;  Caroline  L.,  born  December  31, 
1837,  married  E.  E.  Dow,  and  lives  in  California; 
Frances  E.,  born  July  10,  1840,  married  Thomas 
Slanton,  a farmer,  and  died  November  15,  1892; 
Stanley  G.,  born  June  15,  1843,  Hied  in  April,  1899; 
Alford  O.,  born  June  26,  1846,  is  a blacksmith  at 
Thompson,  Penn. ; Milo  O.,  born  October  24,  1849, 
died  April  8,  1872;  Lillie  B.  married  Florence 
Silsby,  and  lives  in  Nebraska. 

ALFORD  B.  LINABERRY,  one  of  the  most 
active,  prominent  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  with  whose  agricul- 
tural interests  he  is  closely  identified,  was  born  in 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  February  15,  1841,  a son  of 
Joseph  D.  and  Alary  C.  (Gardner)  Linaberry,  also 
natives  of  Warren  county,  the  former  born  September 
9,  1 8 1 1 , the  latter  June  8,  1812.  They  were  married 
April  27,  1833,  and  continued  to  make  their  home  in 
the  county  of  their  nativity  until  coming  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  in  1851,  locating  on  the  farm 
in  Auburn  township  where  their  son  William  B. 


now  resides.  There  the  mother  died  May  23,  1853* 
and  was  buried  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  In  con- 
nection with  farming  and  dairying,  the  father  con- 
ducted a hotel  at  Auburn  Four  Corners  for  three 
years,  from  1878  to  1881,  and  in  1886  came  to  Rush 
township,  where  he  passed  away  in  April,  1891  ; 
his  remains  were  interred  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery, 
Auburn  township.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  ten 
children,  as  follows:  Emma  E.,  born  January  31, 
1834,  lives  with  her  brother  William  B.  in  Auburn 
township;  John  L.,  born  April  4,  1836,  died  in  that 
township  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years ; William 
B.,  born  December  16,  1837,  was  formerly  engaged 
in  the  gristmill  business  for  thirteen  years,  but  now 
owns  and  operates  a farm  of  165  acres  in  Auburn 
township;  Mark  G.,  born  December  24,  1839,  died 
young;  Alford  B.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order 
of  birth;  Theodore  C.,  born  February  4,  1844,  is  a 
retired  farmer  of  Auburn  township;  Alson  Marshall, 
born  September  22,  1846,  is  a farmer  of  Rush  town- 
ship; Mary  C.,  born  May  12,  1848,  is  the  wife  of 
Baltus  Titman,  a grocer  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; 
Josephus,  born  May  2,  1S50,  is  a farmer  of  Auburn 
township;  Letitia,  horn  September  11,  1852,  mar- 
ried Marvin  Bennett,  of  Auburn  township,  and  died 
in  1898.  On  August  28,  1858,  the  father  married 
for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Mary  (Hay)  Hibbard, 
who  died  in  1865,  leaving  three  children:  Merilda, 
born  October  9,  1859,  is  the  wife  of  John  Bennett, 
a grocer  and  restaurant  man  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
Philip  B.,  born  March  6,  1862,  is  a farmer  of  Dimock 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; and  Evaline,  born 
January  10,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Miner  Manning,  of 
Rush  township.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  John  and  Elisabeth  (Kishpaugh)  Lina- 
berry, spent  their  entire  lives  engaged  in  farming 
in  Warren  county,  N.  J.  The  maternal  grandpar- 
ents, David  and  Mary  Gardner,  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  of  which  State  they  were  lifelong  resi- 
dents. They  were  also  agriculturists. 

Alford  B.  Linaberry  was  a lad  of  ten  years 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna 
county.  With  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in 
Oakland  county,  Mich.,  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  he  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  his  mar- 
riage, on  November  2,  1867,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Sarah  C.  L. 
Lott.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, namely:  Preston,  born  November  10,  1868, 
married  Agnes  Lehman,  and  lives  in  Rush  town- 
ship ; they  have  one  child,  Clark  E.,  born  January 
30,  1892.  Lelia,  born  December  25,  1870,  is  the 
wife  of  Augustus  Crissman,  a farmer  of  Auburn 
township,  and  has  two  children,  Beatrice  A.,  born 
January  16,  1896;  and  Myron  H.,  born  May  7,  1897. 
Lovina,  born  December  25,  1872,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Roberts,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  Airs.  Linaberry  was  born  in 
Auburn  township,  Alay  22,  1844,  a daughter  of 
John  W.  and  Lovina  (Hallock)  Lott,  the  former 
also  a native  of  Auburn  township,  the  latter  of 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  The  father,  who  was  born 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


540 


May  5,  1818,  is  now  living  retired  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Auburn  township,  honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  know  him.  The  mother  died  April  19. 
1888,  aged  sixty-four  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  Their  children  were  Leander 
L.,  who  also  lived  on  the  old  homestead,  but  is  now 
county  treasurer  and  resides  at  Montrose ; Sarah 
C.  L.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Adelbert,  who  died  Sep- 
tember 16,  1879,  aged  thirty-one  years,  Emma, 
born  October  19, 1853,  who  died  in  infancy  ; George, 
born  July  8,  1863,  who  is  now  a farmer  of  Broome 
county,  N.  Y. ; and  Alford,  born  July  2,  1868,  a 
farmer  and  paper-hanger  of  Broome  county.  Mrs. 
Linaberry's  paternal  grandparents,  Abraham  and 
Sarah  L.  (Heverly)  Lott,  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  in  1826  became  residents  of  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  former 
engaged  in  business  as  a farmer  and  speculator. 
The  maternal  grandparents,  Peter  and  Lovina  Hal- 
lock,  were  natives  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
early  settlers  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  the 
former  carried  on  operations  as  a farmer  and  hotel 
man. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Linaberry  located  upon 
his  present  fine  farm  in  Rush  township,  and  he  has 
since  successfully  engaged  in  its  cultivation  and 
improvement,  making  it  one  of  the  most  desirable 
places  of  the  community.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  for  three  years  he  has  most  creditably 
served  as  school  director.  He  is  also  a director  of  the 
East  Rush  Creamery,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  reliable  and  conscientious  business  men  of 
the  township.  For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has 
been  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  East  Rush,'  of  which  he 
has  been  steward  and  trustee  the  entire  time.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  highly  esteemed  and  respected 
by  their  neighbors  and  many  friends,  and  enjoy  the 
confidence  and  regard  of  all  who  know  them. 

MRS.  AUGUSTA  LEACH.  Among  the  most 
attractive  rural  homes  of  Harmony  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  that  of  this  highly-esteemed 
lady,  widow  of  the  late  Charles  Leach,  and  her  able 
and  successful  management  of  the  estate  indicates 
unusual  business  acumen.  Her  interest  in  religious 
work  and  other  progressive  movements  has  been 
shown  in  many  ways,  but  throughout  her  life  she 
has  made  her  home  the  center  of  her  thought  and 
effort. 

Mrs.  Leach  is  a native  of  the  northern  part  of 
Vermont,  and  comes  of  good  New  England  an- 
cestry. Stephen  Howard,  her  father,  was  born  in 
Concord,  N.  H.,  and  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812.  By  trade  he  was  a carpenter,  and  for  some 
years  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a contractor  and 
builder  in  Vermont,  where  his  death  occurred  when 
Mrs.  Leach  was  but  four  years  old.  His  wife, 
Laura  Eastman,  was  born  in  Danville,  Yt.,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Eastman,  a well-known  physician.  She 
married  for  her  second  husband  Jacob  Brady,  of 


Vermont,  and  later  removed  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, where  shejdied  some  years  ago.  By  her  first  mar- 
riage she  had  nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Leach 
was  the  youngest.  ( 1 ) Joseph  married  Miss  Martha 
Litchfield,  and  removed  to  New  Hampshire,  where 
he  still  resides.  (2)  Hannah  married  Lewis  North, 
of  Canada,  where  she  died.  (3)  Divexa  married 
George  Banfort,  of  Vermont,  and  died  leaving  sev- 
eral children.  (4)  Eliza,  deceased,  married  Christ- 
opher Morgan,  of  Massachusetts,,  where  her  four 
children  still  reside.  (5)  Ezra  married  a New 
Hampshire  lady,  and  settled  in  that  State.  He  has 
two  children,  Charles  and  Frank.  (6)  Emily  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen.  (7)  Frank  served  during 
the  Civil  war  in  a Pennsylvania  regiment,  enlisting 
at  Scranton.  At  Gettysburg  he  was  wounded  and 
captured,  and  for  three  months  endured  the  horrors 
of  Libby  prison.  After  the  war  closed  he  settled 
in  Susquehanna,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  rail- 
road shops  until  his  death,  in  1894.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  J:  Stamback,  of  Susquehanna,  and  had 
two  children,  Frank  and  Lila,  who  reside  with  their 
mother  in  Susquehanna.  (8)  Lafayette  was  killed 
at  Norfolk,  Va.,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  while  on  a 
sailing  vessel. 

Mrs.  Leach  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Vermont,  and  during  her  girlhood  made  her  home 
with  her  married  sisters.  In  1848  she  married  Mr. 
Leach,  then  a successful  farmer  in  New  Milford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  was  born 
and  reared.  His  parents,  Samuel  and  Betsey  Leach, 
came  from  Connecticut  at  an  early  day,  and  were 
among  the  pioneers  of  New  Milford  township.  For 
some  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Leach  continued 
to  occupy  his  old  homestead,  but  in  1873  he  pur- 
chased the  present  farm  in  Harmony  township, 
comprising  one  hundred  acres.  The  land  was  under 
cultivation,  but  he  made  many  improvements,  being 
known  as  one  of  the  enterprising  agriculturists  of 
the  locality.  As  a citizen  he  was  held  in  high  es- 
teem, and  although  he  never  sought  political  hon- 
ors he  was  an  ardent  believer  in  the  principles  and 
policy  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  religious  faith 
he  was  a Methodist,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
became  known  as  liberal  supporters  of  the  work  of 
the  Church  wherever  they  resided.  He  died  at  the 
homestead  in  1890,  leaving  three  children:  (1) 
Laura,  born  in  1861,  in  New  Milford,  married  Ellis 
Slocum,  of  Harmony  township,  who  afterward 
settled  in  Potter  county,  Penn.,  where  his  death 
occurred.  They  had  five  children,  Stella,  Rufus, 
Nina,  Scott  and  Harry,  all  living  with  their  grand- 
mother, Mrs.  Leach.  (2)  Lillie,  born  in  1871  in 
New  Milford,  married  Edwin  Turner,  of  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  now  reside  in  Harmony 
township.  They  have  seven  children,  Oliver,  Della, 
Dora,  Edna,  Agnes,  Roy,  and  Annie  A.  (3)  Harry, 
born  in  April,  1878,  on  the  present  homestead,  re- 
ceived a district-school  education,  and  now  assists 
in  the  management  of  his  mother’s  interests,  being 
regarded  as  a bright  young  business  man. 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


547 


OLIVER  W.  CHANDLER,  an  enterprising 
and  progressive  young  farmer  residing  on  Elk  Hill, 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a na- 
tive of  the  county,  born  in  Herrick  township,  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1872,  the  only  child  of  Alvin  and  Abby 
(Churchill)  Chandler.  The  father  was  born  in 
Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1810,  and  was  a son 
of  Oliver  Chandler,  who  conducted  a hotel  in  that 
county,  and  was  a lifelong  resident  of  the  Empire 
State. 

In  1830  Alvin  Chandler  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Her- 
rick township,  where  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  throughout  life,  dying  there  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  His  remains  were  interred  in 
the  Lyons  Street  cemetery,  Herrick  township.  In 
connection  with  farming  he  operated  a gristmill 
and  turning  shop,  was  a man  of  considerable  promi- 
nence in  his  community,  and  served  as  constable  and 
collector  for  twenty  consecutive  years.  Politically 
he  was  a Democrat.  He  was  three  times  married, 
his  first  wife  being  Racbel  Tucker,  bis  third  Mrs. 
Cordelia  Arnold,  and  by  those  unions  he  had  no 
children:  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  Feb- 

ruary 22,  1872,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Churchill 
family 'burying  ground,  in  Herrick  township.  She 
was  of  the  sixth  generation  in  descent  from  Roger 
Williams,  and  was  a daughter  of  Rev.  William 
Churchill. 

Our  subject  was  with  his  father  until  eleven 
years  of  age,  and  then  started  out  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world  empty-handed.  He  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  until  seventeen,  and  then  contracted  to 
purchase  his  present  farm  of  ninety  acres  in  Clif- 
ford township,  which  he  secured  on  attaining  his 
majority.  He  is  a thorough  and  systematic  farmer, 
of  known  reliability,  and  for  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  in  life  deserves  great  credit,  as  it  was  all 
due  to  his  own  industry,  perseverance  and  capable 
management.  In  his  political  views  he  is  inde- 
pendent. 

In  May,  1889,  in  Susquehanna  county,  Mr. 
Chandler  married  Miss  Christina  Finn,  a native  of 
Clifford  township,  who  died  in  June,  1892,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Uniondale  cemetery.  Her  father, 
Clark  Finn,  was  born  in  the  same  township,  Jan- 
uary 23,  1820,  and  died  January  22,  1895,  his  re- 
mains also  being  interred  in  Uniondale  cemetery. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a member  of 
the  Adventist  Church.  On  January  23,  1843,  in 
Dundaff,  he  married  Maria  Coleman,  who  was  born 
near  Hyde  Park,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  October 
30,  1822,  and  is  still  living  in  Uniondale,  whither 
the  family  removed  in  1890.  Their  children  were 
Albert  E.,  deceased ; Ann  F.,  wife  of  Alson  Bur- 
dick, a farmer  of  Clifford  township ; Henry  H.,  a 
merchant  of  Uniondale,  who  married  Emma  E. 
Whitman ; and  Christina,  deceased  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Chandler  was  again  married,  in  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y.,  in  October,  1893,  bis  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Mary  E.  Williams,  by  whom  he  had  three 


children,  Luella  A.,  Alvin  E.  and  Olive  I.  She  was 
born  in  Clifford  township,  August  13,  1874,  and 
is  a daughter  of  Edward  and  Huldah  (Casterline) 
Williams,  prominent  farming  people  of  that  town- 
ship. The  father  was  born  in  North  Wales,  No- 
vember 14,  1836,  the  mother  in  Pittston,  Penn.', 
June  8,  1850,  and  they  were  married  in  Clifford 
township,  March  31,  1867.  In  their  family  are 
five  children : John,  who  married  Evalyn  Lowry, 

and  is  a school  teacher  and  traveling  agent,  residing 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county ; Charles 
B.,  who  married  Ethel  Bowman,  and  is  a farmer 
of  Gibson  township;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Owen  W.  and  Lena  1VL,  both  at  home. 

HENRY  W.  LOVE,  one  of  the  prosperous 
farmers  and  dairymen  of  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  there,  April  9,  1863, 
son  of  Newell  and  Annie  (Fox)  Love.  Mr.  Love  is 
of  Irish  descent,  his  great-grandfather,  Henry  Love, 
having  been  a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  whence 
he  came  to  the  western  continent  with  his  brother 
John,  who  located  in  Canada.  Both  brothers  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  Henry  lost  a limb 
in  the  service.  He  settled  in  Wyoming  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Andrew  Love,  son  of  Henry  Love,  passed  his 
entire  life  in  Wyoming  county,  engaging  in  farm- 
ing and  lumbering.  Newell  Love  was  born  in  1819, 
in  Wyoming  county,  and  there  reared,  in  early  man- 
hood coming  to  Susquehanna  county  and  settling 
in  Auburn  township,  where  he  purchased  105  acres 
of  land  which  was  then  for  the  most  part  in  its  wild 
state.  He  devoted  himself  to  clearing  and  cultivat- 
ing his  property,  and  succeeded  in  improving  nearly 
all  of  his  original  purchase,  to  which  he  had  added 
another  105  acres  before  his  death.  He  also  owned 
a tract  of  100  acres  in  the  vicinity.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Annie  Fox, 
who  was  born  in  1824,  daughter  of  William  Fox, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  region,  and  of  the 
children  born  to  this  union,  John,  who  died  in  1896, 
lived  in  Auburn  township;  Jackson  resides  in  Au- 
burn ; Charles,  deceased  in  1897,  lived  in  both  Sus- 
quehanna and  W yoming  counties ; Marcella  is  the 
wife  of  John  Titman,  of  Dimock  township ; Sophia, 
Ida  and  another  died  in  infancy;  Lucy  died  when 
thirty  years  old ; Butler,  deceased,  was  a resident  of 
Auburn  township;  Plenry  W.  is  the  subject  proper 
of  these  lines ; one  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of 
this  family  passed  away  in  November,  1889,  and 
the  father  followed  her  to  the  grave  March  4,  1895, 
dying  in  Wyomnig  county.  He  was  a Republican 
in  political  faith  and  took  an  active  part  in  local 
affairs,  serving  some  years  as  supervisor  of  his 
township. 

Henry  W.  Love  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
place,  and  during  his  boyhood  attended  the  common 
schools  of  the  township,  receiving  a good  practical 
education.  When  eighteen  years  old  he  went  to 
Michigan,  in  which  State  he  remained  for  five  years, 
living  in  Saginaw  and  Bay  City ; he  was  engaged  in 
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lumbering  on  the  lower  peninsula.  After  his  re- 
turn home  he  continued  to  live  at  home  for  some 
years,  and  when  he  married  he  bought  a place  of 
ninety-six  acres,  which  he  sold  after  residing  six 
years  thereon.  Meantime  he  had  added  eleven 
acres  to  the  place,  erected  buildings  and  made  other 
improvements.  His  next  purchase  was  a tract  of 
175  acres  near  South  Auburn,  which  he  still  oc- 
cupies, successfully  carrying  on  general  farming 
pursuits.  At  one  time  he  owned  300  acres.  In 
addition  to  the  regular  farm  work  he  has  engaged 
in  dairying  for  some  time,  at  present  keeping  twenty 
cows.  Mr.  Love’s  large  farm  is  nearly  all  im- 
proved, and  he  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of 
the  most  careful  agriculturists  in  this  section,  justly 
deserving  of  the  prosperity  which  has  rewarded  his 
efforts.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  highly 
respected  citizens  of  the  community  which  has  al- 
ways -been  his  home,  and  a man  of  unquestioned 
integrity  and  fairness  in  all  his  dealings  with  his 
fellow  men. 

On  September  18,  1888,  Mr.  Love  was  married, 
in  Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Arvilla  Titman,  who 
was  horn  March  21,  1867,  a daughter  of  Elias  and 
Almira  (Low)  Titman,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and 
granddaughter  of  Elias  and  Phoebe  (Harris)  Tit- 
man  and  Cornelius  and  Elsie  (Brown)  Low.  Ibis 
union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children,  born  as 
follows:  Anna  Grace,  May  25,  1889;  Frank  Elias, 
August  8,  1890;  Almira  Ruth,  July  25,  1891  ; Fred 
Newell,  October  26,  1892.  The  entire  family  attend 
the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Love  is  a mem- 
ber. Our  subject  is  a stanch  Republican  in  political 
faith. 

HENRY  ALDRICH,  a leading  dairyman  and 
agriculturist  of  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  one  of  the  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil 
war,  having  seen  active  service  during  some  of  the 
most  critical  and  decisive  engagements  of  that 
struggle.  Enlisting  in  1861,  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  as 
a member  of  Company  K,  89th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
his  first  battle  being  at  Roanoke,  Ya.  Later  he 
fought  at  Camden,  under  Burnside,  and  at  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Charleston, 
Folly  Island,  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  with  Gen. 
Butler,  and  during  the  fierce  conflict  along  the 
Weldon  railroad  he  had  a leg  broken,  necessitating 
a stay  of  several  months  in  convalescent  hospital. 
On  recovering  he  joined  his  regiment  at  Roanoke 
Island,  from  there  went  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and 
later  participated  in  the  engagements  at  Petersburg 
and  Chapin's  farm,  being  mustered  out  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  enlistment. 

Mr.  Aldrich  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, born  in  Silver  Lake  township,  June  25,  1840. 
During  boyhood  he  attended  the  Brackney  school 
in  his  native  township,  and  his  term  of  military 
service  came  before  he  had  made  a definite  start 
in  business  life.  In  1865,  after  his  return  from  the 
army,  he  married  and  settled  upon  a farm  in  Broome 


county,  N.  Y.,  in  1879  purchasing  his  present  home- 
stead, which  is  located  near  the  New  York  line,  and 
not  far  from  the  village  of  Gulf  Summit.  He  has 
made  many  improvements,  clearing  much  of  the 
land  himself,  and  now  has  150  acres  under  culti- 
vation. In  1891  he  built  a large  two-story  house, 
also  excellent  barns  and  other  buildings  for  use 
in  connection  with  his  extensive  dairy  business.  He 
has  a large  herd  of  cows,  and  at  present  is  one  of 
the  large  shippers  of  milk  to  New  York  markets. 
Politically  Mr.  Aldrich  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  he  has  not  aspired 
to  office,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent  in  re- 
ligious work  as  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Of  their  four  children,  (1)  George  H.,  who  was 
born  in  Binghamton,  in  August,  1869,  died  there 
when  ten  years  old.  (2)  Louis  S.,  born  in  Bing- 
hamton, in  January,  1871,  was  educated  in  the  town 
of  Sanford,  and  is  now  a telegraph  operator  on  the 
Erie  railroad  in  New  Jersey.  He  married  Miss 
Charlotte  Silvernail,  of  the  town  of  Sanford,  N. 
Y.,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Freda.  (3)  Mary 

M. ,  horn  in  Binghamton,  August  2,  1872,  was  ed- 
ucated in  Sanford,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Edward 
Lawrence,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  station  agent 
and  operator  at  Gulf  Summit.  They  have  three 
children,  Henry  R.,  Eleanor  and  Elbert  B.  (4) 
Miss  Lida  A.,  born  at  Binghamton,  in  1879,  is  an 
accomplished  young  lady,  living  at  home. 

Mrs.  Aldrich,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
C.  Balcom,  was  born  in  1836,  in  Chenango  county, 

N.  Y.,  where  she  was  educated,  and  became  a suc- 
cessful teacher,  being  employed  for  some  time  in 
Chenango  and  Broome  counties,  N.  Y.  She  comes 
of  good  New  England  stock,  her  parents,  Benja- 
min and  Maria  (Smith)  Balcom,  having  both  been 
natives  of  Connecticut,  although  their  last  years 
were  spent  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  This  worthy 
couple  had  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  living: 
(1)  Samuel  S.,  born  in  1832,  in  New  York  State, 
is  a manufacturer  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Louise  Taylor,  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.  (2) 
Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  (3)  George 
M.  N.,  born  in  1845,  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y., 
served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a member  of  the  16th  New 
York  Artillery,  taking  part  in  a number  of  import- 
ant battles.  He  was  educated  at  Cortland,  N.  Y., 
and  for  some  time  was  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching  school,  but  at  present  he  is  in  business  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  married  Miss  Adelia  Gage, 
of  that  city,  and  they  have  two  living  children — 
Theodore,  who  married  Miss  Georgia  Thompson, 
and  resides  in  Binghamton ; and  Louise,  a teacher 
in  the  city  high  school. 

HARRY  C.  FRENCH.  This  section  is  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  dairying,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a well-known  resident  of  Harmony  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  is  among  the  leaders  in 
that  branch  of  industry.  He  is  a representative  of 
a family  that  has  long  been  prominent  in  the  coun- 
ty,  his  grandparents,  Nelson  and  Amelia  French, 
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having  come  from  Vermont  at  an  early  date  to  make 
their  home  in  Jackson  township,  then  a wilderness. 
Their  old  homestead,  a large  estate,  which  is  now  in 
a high  state  of  cultivation,  is  still  held  in  the  family. 
The  six  children  of  this  worthy  couple  were  all 
born  in  Jackson  township.  Cordelia  married  Wes- 
son Lamb,  of  Oakland.  Eliza  married  Charles 
McKune,  of  Harmony  township.  Julia  married 
Elias  Barrett,  of  Susquehanna,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Agnes  (wife  of  Harry  Page,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship) and  Herbert  (who  is  at  home).  George 
occupies  the  old  homestead. 

Edgar  French,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  1845,  the  second  youngest  in  the  family,  and 
grew  to  manhood  at  the  old  home  farm,  his  educa- 
tion being  received  in  the  district  and  select  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  In  1865  he  married  Miss 
Martha  Birdsall,  daughter  of  George  Birdsall,  a 
prominent  resident  of  Jackson  township.  For 
three  years  Mr.  French  resided  upon  a farm  in  the 
same  township,  but  he  then  purchased  a large  tract 
of  land  at  Comfort’s  Pond,  where  he  cleared  and 
improved  two  farms.  In  1898  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  Susquehanna,  purchasing  property  there. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs,  being  a strong  Republican,  was  frequently 
chosen  to  office  by  his  fellow  citizens  in  Harmony 
township,  and  is  at  present  serving  as  street  com- 
missioner in  Susquehanna.  He  and  his  wife  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  the  support  of  which  he  has  been  a 
liberal  contributor.  They  have  three  sons,  of  whom 
the  first,  George,  born  February  18,  1868,  in  Jack- 
son  township,  was  drowned  in  Comfort’s  Pond 
when  six  years  old.  (2)  Harry  C.,  our  subject, 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (3)  Frank,  born 
January  22,  1874,  in  Harmony  township,  was  edu- 
cated in  Lanesboro  Academy,  and  taught  for  some 
time  in  the  public  schools  of  Harmony  township, 
but  is  now  engaged  in  carpentering  in  Susquehanna. 
He  married  Miss  Leona  Bennett,  of  Lanesboro,' 
daughter  of  John  Bennett,  a highly-respected  citi- 
zen of  Harmony  township,  and  they  have  had  one 
daughter,  Margaret. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  14,  1871,  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Harmony  township,  and,  after 
completing  a course  in  the  local  schools,  attended 
the  Jackson  Academy.  As  a young  man  he  took 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  and  in  1891  he  purchased 
the  Willard  Austin  estate,  at  Comfort’s  Pond,  which 
he  has  since  conducted  as  a dairy  farm.  He  owns 
a fine  herd  of  cattle,  and  the  products  of  his  dairy 
find  a ready  sale  in  the  markets  of  Susquehanna. 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  in  religious  faith  he  inclines 
toward  Methodism,  in  which  he  and  his  wife  were 
reared.  He  is  connected  with  the  Order  of  Red 
Men,  Lodge  No.  268,  at  Lanesboro,  and  socially 
he  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed.  In  January, 
1891,  Mr.  French  married  Miss  Emma  Hankinson, 
of  Rome,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Obadiah 
and  Adaline  (Knapp)  Hankinson,  formerly  resi- 


dents of  Susquehanna  county,  where  her  youth  was 
spent.  Two  sons  brighten  our  subject’s  home: 
Carl,  born  November  16,  1892;  and  Lloyd,  born 
March  20,  1895. 

LEE  D.  SPEARBECK  is  one  of  the  active 
young  farmers  and  dairymen  of  Great  Bend  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  He  has  been  identified 
through  life  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  this 
fertile  and  beautiful  locality,  and  his  forbears  for 
two  generations  before  him  cultivated  the  same 
soil,  clearing  the  land  of  its  primeval  forest  growth 
and  ever  since  retaining  possession. 

Mr.  Spearbeck  was  born  on  his  present  farm 
February  10,  1855,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza 
(Shufelt)  Spearbeck,  and  grandson  of  Michael 
Spearbeck,  a native  of  Greenbush,  N.  Y.,  who  in 
1839  removed  to  Great  Bend  township  and  made 
the  first  improvement  on  our  subject's  present 
farm.  There  he  died  October  27,  1877,  aged 
eighty-four  years.  His  children  were  as  follows: 
Alpha,  who  married  Ivilborn  Roberts,  and  moved 
to  Cass  county,  Mich.,  where  she  died  leaving  one 
son,  Frederick;  Henry,  who  lived  in  Harford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; Andrew,  a farmer  of 
Windsor  township,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.  (he  served 
during-  the  Civil  war  as  a member  of  Company  M, 
1st  New  York  Regular  Cavalry)  ; Michael,  now  a 
resident  of  Binghamton ; Theodore,  who  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war,  serving  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany E of  a Pennsylvania  volunteer  regiment,  and 
who  now  resides  in  Great  Bend ; Mary,  widow  of 
Charles  Snedeker,  of  Binghamton ; Catherine,  who 
married  Russell  Thatcher,  of  Harford  township, 
and  died  leaving  a family ; Nancy,  who  married 
Alonzo  Andrews,  and  settled  in  Broome  county, 
N.  Y. ; Amanda,  wife  of  Ralph  McLeod,  of  Conk- 
lin, N.  Y. ; and  Benjamin,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

The  last  named  was  born  in  Conklin,  Broome 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1822,  and  came  with  his  father  to  the 
wilderness  home  in  Great  Bend  township.  He  mar- 
ried Eliza  Shufelt,  who  was  born  near  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  in  1832,  and  after  his  marriage  purchased  his 
father’s  farm,  adding  to  it  by  purchase  until  he 
had  200  acres  of  land.  He  cleared  up  a large  farm, 
erected  good,  substantial  buildings,  and  built  one 
of  the  old-fashioned  sash  sawmills,  which  he  later 
improved  by  substituting  a circular  saw.  The  mill 
as  thus  improved  is  yet  in  operation  by  our  subject. 
Benjamin  Spearbeck  died  on  the  farm  in  1897,  his 
worthy  wife  passing  away  in  1895.  They  left  two 
children:  Lee  D.,  our  subject;  and  Georgia,  the 

daughter,  still  living  on  the  old  homestead. 

Lee  D.  Spearbeck  grew  up  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  received  a good  common-school  educa- 
tion. He  remained  on  the  homestead,  managing 
his  father’s  farm,  for  many  years.  In  1877  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ida  A.  Baker,  of  Windsor,  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Barker,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1857, 
daughter  of  Jerome  and  Jane  Baker.  Our  subject 
and  wife  began  housekeeping  on  the  old  homestead, 
which  he  purchased  in  1898.  They  have  a family 
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of  three  children,  namely:  Lena,  born  in  1879, 

who  in  March,  1899,  married  Elmer  E.  Lockwood, 
a farmer  of  Marydell,  Aid.;  Bertha,  born  in  1882, 
a student  in  the  home  schools ; and  Duane  E.,  born 
in  1890. 

Politically  Mr.  Spearbeck  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  for 
three  years  he  served  as  supervisor  in  Great 
Bend  township.  He  is  a member  of  the  Order  of 
Red  Men  at  Great  Bend,  and  is  a Protestant  in  his 
religious  faith.  He  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him,  and  is  intimately  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  township. 

JOHN  W.  SPENCE,  a popular  engineer  on 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad, 
running  between  Montrose  and  Alford,  Penn.,  with 
headquarters  in  the  former  place,  was  born  in  Har- 
risburg, Penn.,  July  2,  .i860,  a son  of  John  and 
Nancy  M.  (Youngs)  Spence,  also  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  father  enlisted  in  1861,  at  the  call 
for  three-months’  men  during  the  Civil  war,  be- 
coming a member  of  Company  I,  84th  P.  V.  I.,  and 
was  killed  in  the  service.  Our  subject  was  the 
only  child  of  this  union.  In  1865  the  mother  mar- 
ried Moses  Snyder,  of  Lake  Ariel,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  who  was  a raftsman,  and  to  them  were  born 
five  children : Frances,  now  the  wife  of  Jacob 

Haines,  a farmer  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; 
James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; George 
N.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; Anna,  who 
died  in  1888 ; and  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years.  The  father  of  these  children  died  at 
Moscow,  Penn.,  in  March,  1874,  the  mother  at 
Salem,  Penn.,  September  22,  1872. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother  our  subject  was 
bound  out  to  Isaac  Myers,  of  Lake  Ariel.  He  had 
attended  school  previous  to  that  time,  but  the 
knowledge  he  has  since  gained  has  been  acquired 
mainly  by  his  own  unaided  efforts.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  years,  while  on  his  way  to  Hawley  to  dis- 
pose of  some  berries,  he  slipped  from  the  train  at 
the  foot  of  No.  14,  light  tract  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Gravity  Coal  Co.,  and  was  run  over,  his  left  leg 
being  broken  at  two  different  places  above  the 
ankle.  He  was  taken  to  the  home  of  a neighbor, 
who  cared  for  him  for  eight  months,  until  he  re- 
covered, and  in  the  meantime  his  step-father  had 
married  again  and  moved  to  Moscow,  where  our 
subject  joined  him.  A month  later  he  entered  the 
service  of  R.  E.  Wardell,  working  for  his  board 
and  clothes  for  two  years.  Then,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  he  secured  a position  with  David 
Dale,  a lumberman  of  Daleville,  Penn.,  driving  oxen 
in  the  lumber  woods  for  a few  months,  and  the 
next  summer  worked  on  a farm  in  Lackawanna 
county,  tending  hops.  The  following  fall  he  en- 
tered the  clothes-pin  factory  of  Staples  & Brown, 
where  he  operated  a lathe  for  one  year,  then  had 
charge  of  the  gang-saw  for  a year,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  was  promoted  to  engineer  of  the  fac- 
tory, which  position  he  held  several  months,  or 


until  the  mill  was  closed  by  the  sheriff.  For  three 
months  he  held  a similar  position  in  S.  Ivistler  & 
Bros.’  clothes-pin  factory  in  Monroe  county,  Penn., 
when  the  old  mill  was  re-opened  returning  to  it  as 
engineer,  and  he  remained  there  until  February, 
1883,  when  he  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  was 
made  fireman  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad.  A year  later  he  moved  to  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  and  was  fireman  on  a fast  passen- 
ger train  between  that  place  and  Washington,  N.  J., 
until  January,  1888,  when  he  was  transferred  to 
Scranton  and  made  engineer  of  a coal  and  freight 
train.  On  August  24,  1894,  when  the  present 
branch  of  the  road  was  completed,  he  removed  to 
Montrose,  and  has  since  had  charge  of  a train  run- 
ning between  that  place  and  Alford.  He  was  en- 
gineer on  the  first  train  which  passed  over  this 
branch  on  its  completion. 

At  Moscow,  Penn.,  May  28,  1881,  Mr.  Spence 
married  Miss  Delia  Hay,  who  was  born  at  Houser 
Mill,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1863,  a daughter  of 
Hiram  and  Maria  (Bounser)  Hay,  also  natives  of 
that  county.  Pier  fatner  now  conducts  a hotel  in  Ef- 
fort, Monroe  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spence 
have  come  three  children : Earl  R.,  born  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  September  10,  1887,  who  died  111 
Scranton,  Penn.,  July  27,  1888;  Ernest  R.,  born 
November  27,  1889;  and  Fenella  R.,  born  Janu- 
ary 23,  1896. 

Mr.  Spence  was  a charter  member  of  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Locomotive  Firemen  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  and  later  transferred  his  membership  to 
Acme  Lodge  No.  228,  of  Scranton,  where  he  served 
as  chairman  of  the  grievance  committee.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  second  biennial  convention,,  held  at 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  September  8,  1890;  he  is  now 
a member  of  Division  No.  305,  Brotherhood  "of  Lo- 
comotive Engineers,  at  Hallstead,  Penn.,  and  of 
Warren  Lodge  No.  240,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Montrose. 
He  is  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  of  that  city;  was  president 
of  the  Epworth  League  four  terms ; and  is  now  a 
director  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
of  Montrose.  He  affiliates  with  the  Republican  par- 
ty, and  was  appointed  a member  of  the  town  coun- 
cil, to  fill  an  unexpired  term  ending  in  February, 
1898.  He  was  then  elected  to  that  office,  and  is 
now  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Sidewalks  and 
Streets.  Mr.  Spence  is  a self-educated  as  well  as  a 
self-made  man,  and  was  taught  to  write  on  shavings 
in  the  clothes-pin  factory  where  he  was  employed, 
being  aided  by  the  foreman  of  the  factory,  an  old 
school  teacher,  who  secured  the  position  for  him 
and  ever  took  considerable  interest  in  his  welfare. 
Mr.  Spence  is  now  an  elegant  penman,  and  is  a well 
informed  man,  keeping  thoroughly  abreast  of  the 
times,  and  commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

R.  G.  FRINK,  the  present  well-known  burgess 
of  New  Milford,  was  born  in  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1856,  a son  of  Tracy  and 
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Harriet  (Griffis)  Frink.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Benijah  Frink,  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and 
when  a young  man  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  taking  up  land  and  en- 
gaging in  agricultural  pursuits.  Here  he  married 
Nancy  Hancock,  who  was  born  in  Susquehanna 
county,  near  Wyalusing,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  sons : Orin,  who  died  in  Scranton,  Penn., 
about  1877  ; Isaac,  who  died  in  Potter  county,  Penn. ; 
Tracy,  father  of  our  subject;  and  William,  a resi- 
dent of  Scranton. 

Tracy  Frink  was  born  in  Auburn  township,  in 
1809,  was  there  reared  on  a farm,  and  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools.  In  Jessup  township 
he  married  Harriet  Griffis,  a native  of  the  latter 
township  and  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Lydia 
Griffis,  who  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Jessup 
township.  Mr.  Frink,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, continued  to  live  in  Auburn  township  until 
1866,  when  he  removed  to  New  Milford  township, 
making  his  home  there  until  called  to  his  final  rest, 
January  28,  1887.  He  was  a stanch  Republican  in 
politics,  and  was  called  upon  to  fill  several  town- 
ship offices  of  honor  and  trust.  His  wife  died  Janu- 
ary 18,  1887.  In  their  family  were  three  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest,  the  others  be- 
ing Mrs.  Lucy  Frink,  of  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county;  and  Edith,  wife  of  R.  M. 
Bushnell,  of  Auburn  township. 

R.  G.  Frink  spent  the  first  ten  years  of  his  life 
in  Auburn  township,  and  in  1866  accompanied  the 
family  on  their  removal  to  New  Milford  township, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  educated.  With 
the  exception  of  two  years,  devoted  to  the  harness 
business  in  Herrick  township,  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  in  New  Milford  township  until  1893,  when 
he  removed  to  the  village  of  New  Milford. 

In  Uniondale,  Herrick  township,  Mr.  Frink  was 
married,  in  1880,  to  Miss  Ella  Louise  Harrow.  She 
was  born  in  Clifford  township,  and  her  parents, 
Orlando  and  Guyelma  (Barringer)  Darrow,  were 
also  natives  of  Susquehanna  county,  the  former 
born  in  Bridgewater  township,  the  latter  in  Great 
Bend  township.  To  -our  subject  and  his  wife  has 
been  born  one  child,  Florence. 

Mr.  Frink  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  influen- 
tial leaders  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  commu- 
nity, and  does  all  in  his  power  to  promote  its  in- 
terests. In  February,  1897,  he  was  elected  burgess 
of  New  Milford,  to  succeed  F.  G.  Inderlied,  and  was 
sworn  into  office  during  the  following  March.  All 
that  pertains  to  the  public  welfare  receives  his  hearty 
endorsement.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Cana- 
wacto  Lodge  No.  207,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

AUGUSTUS  DARROW  is  a prominent  and 
influential  citizen  of  Bridgewater  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  residing  on  the  farm  where  he 
was  born  December  16,  1840,  a son  of  Daniel  Dar- 
row, who  was  born  in  the  same  township,  in  1805. 
The  grandfather,  John  Darrow,  was  a native  of 


Connecticut,  and  was  of  English  descent.  He  aided 
the  Colonies  in  their  successful  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
was  present  at  the  Wyoming  massacre.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  in 
common  with  other  pioneers  endured  all  the  hard- 
ships and  trials  incident  to  life  on  the  frontier.  He 
married  Miss  Martha  Herrick,  and  to  them  were 
born  fourteen  children,  some  of  whom  died  young, 
the  others  being  William,  Mrs.  Electa  Griffin,  Mrs. 
Polly  Dowd,  Mrs.  Phoebe  Green,  Amos,  Royal, 
Flerrick,  Daniel,  John  and  Dennison. 

Amidst  pioneer  scenes  Daniel  Darrow,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm, 
and  during  his  early  life  he  assisted  in  the  arduous 
task  of  clearing  the  wild  land  and  transforming  it 
into  productive  fields.  He  married  Miss  Angeline 
Beebe,  who  proved  to  him  a good  wife  and  help- 
meet. She  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
a daughter  of  Joseph  Beebe.  Five  children  blessed 
this  union:  Ellen  (Mrs.  Backus),  Coleman  T., 
Oscar  B.,  Augustus,  and  Horace  (deceased).  The 
father  died  at  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  honored  and  respect- 
ed by  all  who  knew  him ; the  mother  is  still  living, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 

Augustus  Darrow  was  reared  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  honesty  upon  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  is  now  living,  and  was  provided  with  good  school 
privileges.  He  is  a progressive  farmer,  and  has 
met  with  excellent  success  in  the  management  of  his 
place,  which  comprises  164  acres,  under  good  culti- 
vation and  well  improved.  Politically  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  aid  is  never 
withheld  from  any  object  which  he  believes  calculat- 
ed to  prove  of  public  benefit.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Grange  and  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  socially  he  is  quite  pop- 
ular with  a host  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

On  November  8,  1870,  Mr.  Darrow  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Cole,  a native  of 
Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Cole,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  that  township,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
died  February  12,  1854,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  By  his  first  wife,  Nancy  Sullard,  Mr.  Cole 
had  the  folowing  children:  Nelson,  Nancy,  Ruby, 
Olive,  Sallie,  Lydia,  Erastis,  Lurisis  and  Joseph. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Elizabeth  Rosekranz 
and  to  them  were  born  six  children:  Elanson  (a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war),  Eliza,  Mary,  John,  Martha, 
and  Phoebe.  The  mother  of  these,  who  was  an 
earnest  and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  died  March  17,  1894,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darrow  have 
an  interesting  family  of  three  children,  namely : 
Leroy  H.  (also  a member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows),  Lizzie  W.  and  Bruce  Cleveland. 

WOOSTER  B.  CHURCHILL,  an  energetic 
and  progressive  agriculturist  of  Herrick  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  October  11,  1849, 
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in  Greenfield  township,  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna) 
county,  a son  of  Abraham  and  Margaret  (Clark- 
son) Churchill,  residents  of  Lenoxville,  Susque- 
hanna county.  The  father  was  born  in  Herrick 
township,  January  16,  1821,  a son  of  William  and 
Basheba  (Williams)  Churchill,  early  settlers  of  that 
township,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
until  death.  The  latter  was  a native  of  Rhode  isl- 
and and  a descendant  of  Roger  Williams.  Our 
subject's  mother  was  born  in  England,  February  2, 
1825,  and  in  1833  was  brought  to  America  by  her 
parents,  James  C.  and  Isabella  (Bigland)  Clark- 
son, who  located  first  in  Greenfield  township,  Lu- 
zerne Co.,  Penn.,  but  later  removed  to  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  they  died.  Abra- 
ham Churchill  is  a farmer  and  fruit  grower  by  occu- 
pation, is  a Prohibitionist  in  politics,  and  has  most 
efficiently  served  as  constable,  auditor,  school  di- 
rector, and  collector  in  his  township.  Religiously 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Of  their  children,  Carvasso  is 
manager  for  a medicine  company  in  Philadelphia ; 
Abraham  W.  died  young;  Wooster  B.  is  our  sub- 
ject; Isabella  is  the  wife  of  D.  K.  Lee,  a merchant 
and  carpenter  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Abraham  W. 
is  a farmer  of  Briscoe,  Texas;  and  Melvina  E.  died 
at  the  age  of  eight  years. 

On  leaving  home,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  Wooster  B.  Churchill  worked  as  a farm  hand 
for  two  and  a half  years,  and  then  worked  for  his 
father  one  year.  O11  January  29,  1873,  in  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  he  married  Miss 
Hulda  Bennett,  who  was  born  in  Lenoxville,  same 
county,  February  23,  1852,  a daughter  of  Benjamin 
Bennett.  To  this  union  four  children  were  born, 
namely:  William  F. ; George  R.,  who  died  young; 
Grace,  a school  teacher,  residing  at  home;  and 
Frederick  L.,  at  home.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Churchill  operated  three  different  farms  in  Lenox 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  which  he  rented, 
and  also  lived  for  a time  in  Clifford  township,  in 
the  spring  of  1892  purchasing  his  present  farm  in 
Herrick  township  from  G.  E.  Burdick,  and  he  has 
since  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  its  further 
improvement  and  cultivation.  It  comprises  108 
acres  of  valuable  land,  and  the  well-tilled  fields 
plainly  indicate  his  careful  supervision  and  good 
business  ability.  The  farm  is  pleasantly  located  on 
Elk  Mountain,  and  is  one  of  the  highest,  in  point 
of  elevation,  in  the  State.  Politically  Mr.  Churchill 
is  a supporter  of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  while 
a resident  of  Lenox  township  he  filled  the  offices  of 
school  director  and  auditor.  He  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  steward  of  same. 

ELIJAH  L.  ADAMS,  justice  of  the  peace  and 
retired  agriculturist  of  Auburn  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  has  been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
his  locality,  both  as  a prosperous  business  man  and 
an  able  public  official,  and  his  repeated  election  to 
positions  of  trust  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  esteem 


in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  township,  born  August  4,  1824,  on  the 
farm  where  he  still- makes  his  home,  son  of  Chester 
and  Susan  (Sherwood)  Adams,  who  came  hither 
from  Litchfield,  Connecticut. 

Chester  Adams  was  born  in  1779,  and  came  to 
Pennsylvania  in  1802,  taking  up  land  in  what  was 
then  a wilderness.  He  made  a clearing  for  a log 
cabin,  and  other  preparations  for  settling  on  the 
farm  in  Auburn  township,  though  he  did  not  make 
a permanent  home  thereon  until  1805,  meanwhile 
living  in  Tunkhannock,  where  he  worked  at  the  car- 
penter’s trade.  He  was  one  of  the  three  first  free- 
holders in  Auburn  township,  was  active  in  local 
public  affairs,  was  the  second  postmaster  at  Auburn 
Four  Corners,  and  also  held  various  township  of- 
fices, serving  as  school  director,  supervisor  and  col- 
lector with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  all 
concerned.  He  was  first  a Jacksonian  Democrat, 
but  afterward  a Republican  in  sentiment.  Chester 
Adams  passed  away  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years,  his  wife,  who  survived  until  1867,  dying 
at  the  same  age.  Their  remains  rest  in  the  Frink 
burying-ground.  Mr.  Adams  was  a Universalist  in 
religious  connection,  but  his  wife  was  not  a member 
of  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing named  children  : Cyrus,  deceased  ; Chester,  de- 
ceased ; Mahala,  Mrs.  William  Cunningham,  who 
died  in  1898;  Betsey,  Mrs.  William  Wav,  deceased; 
Thomas,  deceased ; Julia,  Mrs.  Isaac  Bissewell,  de- 
ceased ; Lydia,  Mrs.  David  Roberts,  deceased  ; Elijah 
L. ; and  Susan,  wife  of  John  Millgrove,  a retired 
farmer  of  Jackson  county,  Iowa. 

Elijah  L.  Adams  has  passed  his  entire  life  in 
the  place  of  his  birth.  Being  the  youngest  son,  he 
1 emained  on  the  home  farm.  In  1851  he  began  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  on  his  own  account,  purchasing, 
from  G.  W.  Bushnell,  thirty-three  acres  of  land  at 
Auburn  Four  Corners,  the  same  year  building 
thereon  a hotel  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for 
a period  of  eleven  years.  For  the  next  eleven  vears 
he  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising,  and  he 
afterward  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  farm- 
ing, though  he  has  lived  retired  since  1898.  Mr. 
Adams  piospered  in  all  his  business  undertakings, 
)\  dint  of  perseverance  and  good  management,  and 
he  has  been  progressive  as  well  as  enterprising, 
keeping  abreast  of  the  times  in  his  chosen  vocation 
and  matters  of  general  interest.  As  above  stated, 
lie  has  been  frequently  honored  with  election  to  of- 
fices of  responsibility,  and  he  has  served  creditably 
as  postmaster  (for  "fifteen  years),  supervisor,  poor 
director,  auditor,  member  of  the  school  committee, 
and  justice  of  the  peace,  being  first  chosen  to  the 
last-named  incumbency  in  1881,  since  when  he 
has  acted  continuously  with  the  exception  of  one 
term. . He  was  one  of  the  poor  commissioners  who 
established  the  Auburn  and  Rush  township  poor- 
house,  located  in  Rush  township.  In  1863  he  enlist- 
ed in  the  36th  P.  V.  I.  as  emergency  man,  and 
helped  to  clear  the  battlefield  .and  guard  prisoners 
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at  Gettysburg.  Mr.  Adams’  record  in  both  public 
and  private  life  is  above  reproach,  and  he  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  substantial,  worthy  citizens  of 
the  town  in  which  he  resides,  meriting  the  respect 
which  has  ever  been  accorded  him,  and  the  success 
which  has  attended  him  in  a business  way.  His 
political  support  has  been  given  to  the  Republican 
party.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Universalist,  as 
was  his  father  before  him.  He  is  a member  of  the 
G.  A.  R. 

On  December  24, 1851, ’Squire  Adams  was  mar- 
ried, at  Auburn  Four  Corners,  to  Miss  Phoebe  Ann 
Bushnell,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born  children 
as  follows:  Arthur  E.,  a salesman,  of  Baltimore, 

Mel.,  who  married  Miss  Sarah  James,  of  Rush  town- 
ship, and  has  six  children ; Jessie  B.,  who  is  married 
to  Prof.  B.  E.  James,  of  Montrose,  Penn.,  and  has 
two  children ; and  John  0.,  living  with  his  parents, 
who  married  Charlotte  F.  Fargo,  and  has  one  child. 
Mrs.  Adams  was  born  May  6,  1833,  in  Bridgewater 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  daughter  of  Capt. 
David  and  Thirza  (Hitchcock)  Bushnell,  who  were 
natives  of  Saybrook.  Conn'.,  and  Greene  county,  N. 
Y.,  respectively.  Capt.  Bushnell  was  captain  of 
sea  craft  during  his  earlier  years,  and  after  settling 
in  Susquehanna  county  followed  farming.  He  died 
April  5,  1872,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  his  wife  in  September,  1890,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-five ; their  remains  rest  in  Bunnell’s 
cemetery.  He  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  deacon  for 
many  years.  Of  their  children,  John  M.  is  a retired 
farmer  of  Auburn  township ; Rowena,  Mrs.  Floyd 
Kellogg,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three ; David  L. 
died  at  Auburn ; George  W.  is  a retired  leather 
merchant  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Lemuel  H.  is  a re- 
tired farmer  of  Springville  township ; Perry  C.  is 
a merchant  at  Auburn  Four  Corners;  Phoebe  A.  is 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Harriet  became  the  wife 
of  Henry  Ross,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township ; 
Julia  G.  married  Abel  Arnold,  a farmer  of  Brad- 
ford county,  Penn.  Mrs.  Adams’  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Ezra  and  Patience  (Lord)  Bushnell, 
of  Connecticut,  where  he  died,  and  she  subsequently 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  to  pass  the  remainder 
of  her  days  with  her  son.  Her  maternal  grand- 
father, Lemuel  Hitchcock,  a Revolutionary  soldier, 
was  originally  a resident  of  Connecticut,  removing 
thence  to  Greene  county,  New  York. 

DAVID  S.  MICHAEL,  an  honored  and  highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  who  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  also 
acts  as  pension  agent,  was  born  in  the  same  town- 
ship, about  two  miles  from  his  present  home,  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1841,  a son  of  John  M.  and  Margaret 
(Reece)  Michael,  who  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Wales.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Morgan 
Michael,  was  a farmer  in  that  country,  and  there 
spent  his  entire  life.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Reece  Reece,  was  also  a lifelong  resident  of  Wales, 


where,  as  superintendent,  he  had  charge  of  a gen- 
tleman's estate. 

In  1832  the  parents  of  our  subject  emigrated  to 
America,  and  first  located  in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  two 
years  later  coming  to  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  making  their  home  in  the  Welsh 
settlement,  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. In  1853  they  removed  to  Pittston,  Penn., 
where  the  father  served  as  superintendent  of  a large 
farm  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  At  Carbondale 
he  had  worked  in  the  coal  mines.  He  died  at  Pitts- 
ton, in  August,  1856,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Odd  Fellows’  cemetery  at 
that  place.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dy- 
ing on  the  home  farm  in  Clifford  township,  August 
16,  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  and  her  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Manzer  cemetery,  in  South  Gib- 
son. Both  were  earnest  and  faithful  members  of 
the  Welsh  Congregational  Church,  and  the  father 
was  a teacher  in  the  Sunday-school  for  many  years. 
In  their  family  were  children  as  follows : Mar- 

garet, wife  of  William  Owen,  a farmer  of  Gibson 
township;  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Jeremiah  Davis; 
Morgan,  who  was  killed  in  the  coal  mines  in  1851 ; 
Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Alamander  Felton;  Ellen, 
deceased  wife  of  Judson  Chamberlin ; David  S.,  our 
subject;  William,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township; 
and  Joseph,  deceased. 

David  S.  Michael  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  eighteen  years  of 
age.  At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war  he  served  as 
deputy  in  the  recruiting  office  for  three  months,  and 
on  November  13,  1861,  enlisted  at  Scranton,  Penn., 
in  Company  G,  77th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Captain  Alex- 
ander Phillips.  After  being  mustered  in  at  Pitts- 
burg, he  went  to  the  front,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Shiloh  and  Perryville,  Ky.  During  the 
latter  engagement  he  was  wounded  in  the  hip  by  a 
piece  of  shell  and  sent  to  the  hospital  in  Louisville, 
Ky.  Being  unfit  for  active  service  in  the  field,  he 
was  made  orderly  sergeant  at  the  barracks,  then  at 
the  corner  of  Seventh  and  Main  streets,  Louisville, 
in  the  fall  of  1862,  aqd  held  different  offices  there 
for  some  time.  While  acting  as  chief  clerk,  in  1863, 
he  was  attacked  by  a deserter,  who  plunged  a dag- 
ger into  him  three  times,  as  he  was  calling  the  roll, 
having  1,000  men  in  line  at  the  time.  His  would-be 
assassin  was  finally  overpowered,  but  it  required 
four  men  to  do  it.  Our  subject  was  left  in  a dan- 
gerous condition,  and  was  not  expected  to  live  for 
some  time.  He  was  finally  discharged,  at  Pitts- 
burg, Penn.,  December  7,  1864,  and  returned  to  his 
home,  a cripple.  The  following  year  he  took  con- 
tracts for  delivering  coal  at  Pittston,  and  was  then 
superintendent  of  the  rolling  stock  for  the  same 
length  of  time,  after  which,  in  1869,  he  located  upon 
his  present  farm  in  Clifford  township.  Since  then 
he  has  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits 
with  the  exception  of  five  years,  from  1872  to  1877, 
when  he  again  had  charge  of  the  rolling  stock  at 
Pittston  and  superintended  the  carpenter  work  for 
the  coal  company. 
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On  March  9,  1865,  in  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  .Mr.  Michael  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Pickering,  and  to  them  have 
been  horn  the  following  children : Alary  E.,  wife 

of  C.  W.  Lewis,  a blacksmith  and  wagonmaker  of 
South  Gibson;  Jennie  B.,  wife  of  Lyman  Bell,  a 
farmer  of  Clifford  township ; David  A.,  who  mar- 
ried E.  Maud  Manzer,  and  is  engaged  in  farming; 
Benjamin  F.,  a school  teacher,  residing  at  home; 
William  W.,  who  married  Grace  Brundage,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Gibson  township ; Charles 
W.,  who  wedded  Mary  E.  Maxey,  and  follows 
school  teaching  in  South  Gibson ; Howard  G.  and 
Harry  B.,  both  at  home.  Mrs.  Michael  was  born 
in  Gibson  township,  October  20,  1842,  a daughter 
of  William  and  Mary  (Tiffany)  Pickering,  natives 
of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  respectively.  Her 
parents  both  died  in  the  former  place,  the  father  in 
September,  1883,  aged  sixty-four  years,  the  mother 
in  February,  1889,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  were 
buried  in  Manzer  cemetery,  that  township.  They 
were  active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in 
politics  the  father  was  a Republican.  He  often  acted 
as  deputy  for  sheriffs,  and  filled  the  offices  of  con- 
stable and  collector  of  his  township  for  many  years. 
By  occupation  he  was  a farmer.  Airs.  Michael  is 
the  eldest  in  a family  of  three  children,  the  others 
being  Auldin  S.,  who  died  in  Herrick  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  in  1898;  and  William  F.,  a farmer 
of  that  township.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Pre- 
served and  Nancy  (Whitney)  Pickering,  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  from  Rhode  Island,  and  settled 
in  Gibson  township,  where  they  spent  their  remain- 
ing days.  The  grandfather  was  a farmer,  carpenter 
and  joiner.  The  maternal  grandparents,  John  and 
Sarah  (Bigelow)  Tiffany,  natives  of  Connecticut, 
were  early  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where 
both  died. 

Socially  Air.  Alichael  is  an  honored  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  Post  of  South  Gibson,  serving  as 
post  commander  or  adjutant  since  the  date  of  its 
organization  in  1885,  and  for  the  past  fifteen  years 
lie  has  most  acceptably  filled  the  position  of  pension 
agent.  He  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  and  its  principles,  and  is  a recognized  leader 
in  local  politics.  He  has  served  as  school  director 
six  years ; township  treasurer  and  road  master  for 
one  year  each ; held  a position,  by  appointment,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  at  Harrisburg,  during 
1889-90;  and  in  1890  was  appointed  census  enumer- 
ator for  Clifford  township  and  the  borough  of  Dun- 
daff.  He  is  a member  of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  justly  merits  the  high  regard  in  which 
he  is  uniformly  held. 

GEORGE  W.  NOBLE  is  a leading  citizen  of 
Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  with 
whose  agricultural  interests  he  has  been  identified 
throughout  his  active  business  life.  The  family  was 
originally  from  Vermont,  in  which  State  Enoch 


Noble,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born. 
On  first  coming  to  Pennsylvania,  he  located  in  Ster- 
ling township,  Wayne  county,  but  later  became  a 
resident  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
tv, where  he  died  when  our  subject  was  several 
years  old. 

Daniel  Noble,  son  of  Enoch  Noble,  was  born  in 
January,  1811,  and  came  with  his  father  to  Sterling 
township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  married  Fanny 
Wheeler.  She  died  about  one  year  after,  and  he  sub- 
sequently married  Afarv  Forbes,  of  Canaan,  Wayne 
county,  "soon  after  coming  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty and  locating  in  Springville  township,  where  he 
purchased  a farm,  and  became  a successful  agri- 
culturist. Five  years  later  he  removed  to  Bradford 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  some  time,  on  his.  return  to  Susque- 
hanna county  buying  the  farm  in  Springville  town- 
ship where  our  subject  now  resides.  He  was 
an  ardent  Republican  in  politics,  and  was  an 
active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday,  school.  He  and  his  wife 
reared'  a family  of  six  children,  namely:  (1) 

Theresa,  born  November  13,  1839,  was  married 
December  7,  1875,  to  John  Coy,  of  Forest  Lake 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 7,  1899.  One  daughter  was  born  to  them. 
(2)  Emily,  born  February  28,  1841,  was  married 
March  11,  i860,  to  F.  B.  Coy,  of  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, and  has  had  seven  children,  William  H.,  Eva 
L.,  Alice  E.,  Frank  D.,  Edgar  L.,  Addie  M.  and 
Homer  AI.  (3)  Adeline  H.,  born  September  22, 
1843,  died  June  5,  1858.  (4)  George  W.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (5)  Henry 
H.,  born  January  31,  1847,  was  a fanner  in  Spring- 
ville township;  he  died  June  19,  1895.  He  married 
Emma  AIcEachin,  who  died  three  years  later,  the 
mother  of  two  daughters,  and  he  subsequently  wed- 
ded Annette  Emmons,  by  whom  he  had  four  hfil- 
dren,  Jesse,  Jennie,  Seldon  and  Viva.  (6)  Edwin, 
born  November  20,  1851,  is  a resident  of  Dim- 
ock township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  married 
Esther  Button,  and  their  children  are  Frank,  Thom- 
as and  Grace  Theda. 

George  W.  Noble  was  born  in  Springville 
township,  December  28,  1845,  and  was  reared  in 
much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day, 
assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm  and  attend- 
ing the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He 
never  left  the  parental  roof,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  the  old  homestead,  comprising  sixty-three  acres 
of  valuable  land,  all  cleared  and  under  excellent 
cultivation,  and  besides  this  he  operates  another 
farm  of  eighty-one  acres.  His  chief  products  are 
corn  and  oats,  and  he  is  quite  extensively  engaged 
in  raising  hogs,  and  in  dairying,  keeping  fifteen 
cows  for  the  latter  purpose. 

On  November  6,  1875,  in  Springville  township. 
Air.  Noble  was  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Julia 
Oakley,  a daughter  of  John  and  Amanda  (Rey- 
nolds) Oakley,  and  one  son  blessed  this  union.  They 
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have  an  adopted  daughter,  Myrtle.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Noble  is  a stalwart  Republican,  and  he 
has  served  on  the  election  board.  He  is  a man  of 
recognized  ability,  and  stands  high  in  the  commu- 
nity where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home. 

NELSON  PHILLIPS,  an  energetic  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  who  follows  his  chosen  calling  on 
Elk  Hill,  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
was  bom  in  that  township,  October  7,  1851.  His  fa- 
ther, Nelson  Phillips,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  born  August  21,  1805,  and  first 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  when  a young 
man  of  nineteen  years.  As  a life  work  he  followed 
the  shoemaker's  trade,  in  Luzerne  and  Susquehanna 
counties,  Penn.  He  was  married,  January  12,  1832, 
to  Miss  Sally  A.  Farnum,  who  was  born  January 
14,  1812,  a daughter  of  Eliab  Farnum,  a native  of 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  an  early  settler  of 
Luzerne  county.  They  made  their  home  in  Clif- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  both 
died,  the  father  January  21,  1881,  the  mother  August 
17,  1897,  their  remains  being'  interred  in  the  old 
Clifford  cemetery.  The  mother  held  membership 
in  the  Baptist  Church.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  children:  Celestia,  born  November  10, 
1832,  married  Hiram  Dolph,  and  died  July  18,  i860; 
Owen,  born  July  26,  1834,  married  Emma  Rouland, 
and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May 
5,  1864;  Stephen,  born  March  13,  1836,  married 
(first)  Loretta  \ ail  and  (second)  Sarah  Fritz,  and 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Lycoming  county,  Penn. ; 
George,  born  July  31,  1838,  was  killed  May  4,  1864, 
on  the  railroad,  while  returning  to  his  company  in 
the  army;  Mary  A.,  born  August  18,  1840,  is  the 
wife  of  Joshua  Vail,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Hannah  M,. 
born  October  14,  1842,  is  the  widow  of  Truman 
Whipple,  and  a resident  of  Carbondale,  Penn.;  Ada 
M.,  born  March  28,  1845,  died  young;  Alzada,  born 
Def.  aber  8,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  F.  A.  Osborne,  a 
resident  of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Julliette,  born  February  16,  1849,  is  die  wife  of 
Charles  Gifford,  a farmer  of  Lenoxville,  Penn. ; 
Nelson,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth; 
and  Elisha  P.,  born  October  20,  1854,  has  not  been 
heard  from  since  going  West,  in  1889.  Our  sub- 
ject’s paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Phillips,  was 
a native  of  England,  and  on  his  emigration  to  this 
country  settled  first  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
later  in  Benton,  Penn.,  where  his  death  occurred. 
His  first  wife  died  in  England ; his  second  wife 
Avas  the  grandmother  of  our  subject. 

At  the  age  of  eleven  years  Nelson  Phillips,  Jr., 
began  earning  his  own  livelihood  by  working  as  a 
farm  hand,  but  he  continued  to  reside  with  his 
parents  until  sixteen,  after  which  he  worked  at 
farming  and  teaming  until  his  marriage.  At  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  Clifford  township,  March  5, 
1884,  he  wedded  Miss  Sadie  B.  Miller,  a daughter  of 
G.  P.  Miller,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere,  and 
five  children  blessed  this  union:  Nellie  A.,  born 


August  29,  1885,  who  died  September  4,  1888; 
Maud  E.,  born  January  6,  1888 ; Dennis,  born  De- 
cember 19,  1890,  who  died  January  9,  1891  ; Claud 
W.,  born  May  26,  1892 ; and  Pearl  W.,  born  April 
1,  1897. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  began  housekeeping  with 
his  parents,  and  remained  there  until  1893,  when  he 
purchased  the  farm  of  seventy  acres  in  Clifford 
township  which  he  now  successfully  operates.  He 
is  enterprising  and  progressive,  and  quite  popular 
with  his  associates  and  many  friends.  Politically 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 

ALBERT  J.  GREEN.  It  is  not  uncommon  to 
hear  a citizen  of  northeastern  Pennsylvania  speak 
of  the  wild  land  which  his  father  or  grandfather 
a century  ago  helped  to  clear.  It  is  rare  to  meet  a 
farmer  who  in  recent  years  has  undergone  the  same 
experience,  endured  the  same  hardships  and  toil. 
One  naturally  stops  to  take  a second  look  at  a man 
of  that  stamp,  for  it  requires  far  more  than  the  or- 
dinary energy  and  determination  in  these  latter  days 
for  a man  to  carve  out  his  fortune  with  the  pioneer 
ax.  Mr.  Green,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  per- 
haps the  only  resident  of  Lenox  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  who  now  lives  upon  land  which  he 
was  the  first  to  clear,  who  was  compelled  to  clear 
away  the  stumps  to  find  room  for  Ins  house.  The 
same  energy  which  prompted  Mr.  Green  to  essay 
that  task  has  not  since  abandoned  him.  He  has  gone 
right  on,  carving  his  future  through  Avhatever  ob- 
stacles presented  themselves,  and  he  has  attained 
a prominent  place  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  men. 

Our  subject  comes  of  pioneer  stock.  His  grand- 
father, Abel  Green,  was  born  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
He  married  Mary  Whitford,  and  migrating  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  purchased  two  tracts  of 
land,  and  settled  on  the  turnpike  in  what  is  hoav 
Lathrop  township.  Lie  died  in  Lathrop  township  in 
1 868,-  aged  eighty-one  years. 

Wanton  Green,  son  of  Abel,  and  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Susquehanna  county  in 
1816.  Ide  married,  in  Lathrop  township,  Axcv 
Ainey,  daughter  of  William  Ainev,  and  through 
most  of  his  subsequent  life  farmed  in  Lathrop  town- 
ship. In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Democrat.  He 
died  June  29,  1889,  aged  seventy-three  years,  and 
his  widow,  mother  of  our  subject,  is  still  living  in 
Lathrop  township.  Their  children  were:  George 
W.,  James  E.,  William  A.,  Louisa  J.  and  Albert  J. 

Albert  J.  Green,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Lath- 
rop township,  July  14,  1850.  He  attended  only  the 
district  schools,  and  in  ffis  youth  was  inured  to  the 
toil  of  an  active  farmer’s  life.  At  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one he  began  life  for  himself.  For  a time  he  fol- 
lowed carpentering,  and  for  a short  time  he  worked 
on  the  D.  L.  & W.  road.  In  1876  Mr.  Green  pur- 
chased a tract  of  107  acres  of  unimproved  land  in 
Lenox  township,  and  at  once  began  to  convert  this 
property  into  a home.  He  erected  buildings,  but 
first  he  had  to  cut  away  the  stumps  from  the  ground 
selected.  Mr.  Green  has  since  then  cleared  eighty 
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acres  of  the  land,  most  of  it  by  his  own  manual  labor. 
Here  he  has  since  profitably  engaged  in  general 
and  dairy  farming,  keeping  fourteen  cows.  He  also 
sells  farming  implements  and  represents  a fertilizer 
company. 

Mr.  Green  was  married,  in  Brooklyn,  in  1875, 
to  Miss  Alida  Lindsey,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Laura  (Goos)  Lindsey,  and  two  of  them  have  been 
born  three  children,  1'loy  E.,  Clayton  A.,  and  Clara 
B.,  all  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  and  their 
daughter  are  members  of  the  Grange,  of  which 
Mr.  Green  is  the  fire  insurance  agent.  He  is  also 
a member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Hopbottom. 
In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Democrat.  He  has  filled 
various  local  offices,  including  those  of  constable 
(for  three  years)  and  collector  (for  four  years), 
and  is  now  serving  as  township  auditor.  He  pos- 
sesses the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
him,  and  in  business  enterprise  and  ability  he  ranks 
among  the  foremost  men  of  the  township. 

S.  D.  THOMAS.  There  is  particular  satis- 
faction in  reverting  to  the  life  record  of  this  hon- 
ored, worthy  citizen  of  Springville  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  since  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  its  agricultural  and  industrial  inter- 
ests throughout  life,  and  has  attained  a position  of 
distinctive  prominence  in  the  community  where  he 
was  born  and  where  he  has  retained  his  residence 
up  to  the  present  time,  being  one  of  the  revered 
patriarchs  of  the  community. 

Salmon  Thomas,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  November,  1776,  in  Claremont,  N.  H.,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood.  I11  1800,  in  company  with  other 
parties,  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and 
located  in  Springville  township,  where  he  took  up 
300  acres  of  land  under  the  common  title,  but  he 
lost  the  place  after  paying  for  it,  as  it  was  claimed 
by  a Pennsylvanian.  Under  the  Pennsylvania  title, 
he  then  took  up  a smaller  tract,  which  was  not  fully 
paid  for  when  it  came  into  the  possession  of  our 
subject.  This  is  the  only  family  in  Springville 
township  retaining  the  original  property  taken  up 
under  the  charter.  Salmon  Thomas  followed  lum- 
bering and  farming  throughout  life.  Politically  he 
was  a supporter  of  the  Whig  party,  and  he  held  sev- 
eral local  offices  of  trust.  In  1806  he  married  Miss 
Roselinda  Lathrop,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
in  1781,  a daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Polly  Lathrop. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  she  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.  In  religious  faith  they  were  Episco- 
palians. Their  children  were  as  follows : Calista, 

who  married  M.  Tuttle,  and  moved  to  Grant  county, 
Wis.,  where  she  died ; Reuben,  who  also  died  in  that 
county;  Benjamin,  born  February  9,  1811,  who  is 
now  living  in  Nicholson,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.; 
Denison,  a resident  of  Dimock  township,  Susque- 
hanna county;  Sarah  and  Clarissa,  who  both  died 
in  infancy;  Parazina,  deceased  wife  of  Justice 
Smith,  of  Springville  township ; Lydia  Ann,  widow 


of  Anthony  Lamb,  of  Grant  county,  Wis.;  S.  D., 
our  subject;  Jerusha,  who  lives  with  our  subject; 
Rebecca  widow  of  George  Mitchell,  of  Springville 
township;  and  Edwin,  a resident  of  Virginia  City, 

Montana.  . , , , 

S.  D.  Thomas  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 

in  Springville  township,  June  8,  1823,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  took  charge  of  the  farm 
work.  After  attaining  his  majority  he  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  place,  and  in  time  secured  the 
entire  purchase  of  225  acres,  one-half  of  which  had 
then  been  cleared;  now  nearly  200  acres  are  im- 
proved and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
engaged  first  in  general  farming,  in  later  years  be- 
coming interested  in  dairying  and  stock  raising.  In 
1878,  in  company  with  A.  J.  Mack,  he  erected  a 
sawmill,  at  a cost  of  $6,000,  but  it  was  totally  de- 
stroyed by  fire  only  six  weeks  after  its  completion, 
and  was  an  entire  loss.  In  1896  Mr.  Thomas  built 
a gristmill,  at  a cost  of  $4,000,  and  this,  with  other 
property,  he  sold  in  1898  to  his  son.  He  allowed 
two  of  his  sons  to  take  the  old  homestead  in  1888, 
and  is  now  living  retired  upon  a farm  in  the  same 
township,  which  was  left  to  his  wife  by  their  son 
Salmon  G.,  at  his  death.  This  property  consists  of 
eighty-five  acres  of  land,  mostlv  cleared,  which  Mrs. 
Thomas  has  recently  sold  to  another  son.  She  also 
owns  two  dwelling-houses  in  Springville. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Lemon 
township,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  September  19,  1850, 
with  Miss  Rachel  L.  Ely,  who  was  born  November 
21,  1828,  a daughter  of  Horatio  Gates  and  Polly 
(Curtis)  Ely.  The  father  was  born  in  New  Lon- 
don county,  Conn.,  December  24,  1800,  and  died  in 
Springville,  Penn.,  in  March,  1888,  while  the  moth- 
er, born  in  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1802,  died 
January  11,  1888.  They  were  married  December 
18,  1825,  and  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  still  living.  Of  these,  Mrs. 
lhomas  is  the  eldest.  Theresa  E.,  born  August  5, 
1831,  was  married,  November  26,  1865,  to  Justice 
Smith,  now  deceased.  Edgar  C.,  born  August  8, 
J833,  was  married,  October  3,  1861,  to  Sarah  A. 
Stemple,  and  is  now  a retired  farmer  of  Springville 
township.  Children  were  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  worthy  wife  as  follows : Anson,  who  is  now 

living  on  the  original  homestead  of  the  family; 
Emily,  wife  of  James  Dugler,  an  engineer  on  the 
Montrose  railroad ; Salmon  G.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-eight  years ; Elmer,  a fireman,  living  in 
I unkhannock,  Penn. ; Edward,  who  is  at  home  with 
his  parents;  and  Rosie,  wife  of  Frederick  Smales, 
of  Springville  township. 

Since  casting  his  first  vote,  in  1844,  Mr. 
I homas  has  never  failed  to  support  the  Presiden- 
tial candidates  of  either  the  Whig  or  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  never  missed  an  election.  He  has 
always  taken  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  has  most  efficiently  served  his  fel- 
low citizens  in  the  capacity  of  supervisor,  three 
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years ; assessor,  ten  years ; and  school  director,  fif- 
teen years,  being  president  of  the  board  most  of 
the  time.  He  has  also  been  a member  of  the  elec- 
tion board  a number  of  times,  and  was  constable  and 
collector  of  Ins  township  from  1880  until  1896,  in 
all  the  relations  of  life  proving  true  and  faithful  to 
every  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  attends  and  gives 
his  support  to  different  Churches.  In  August,  1883, 
he  united  with  Maple  Lodge  No.  992,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Springville. 

ANDREW  B.  MITCHELL,  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Liberty 
township,  and  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
prominent  early  families  of  Susquehanna  county, 
was  born  in  Eranklin  township,  that  county,  m 
January,  1851,  a son  of  Lemuel  B.  and  Annie  (Hard- 
ing) Mitchell,  who  were  born  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  the  former  in  1818,  the 
latter  in  1815. 

Our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  Lemuel 
Harding,  came  to  this  region  from  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  m pioneer  days.  His  paternal  grandparents, 
Seth  and  Polly  Mitchell,  left  their  old  home  in 
Connecticut  in  1790,  and  with  an  ox-team  drove 
across  the  country  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
being  among  the  first  settlers  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship, where  the  grandfather  built  a log  cabin  and 
made  a home  for  his  family.  Later  he  bought  land 
in  Franklin  township,  near  Bridgewater,  and  there 
cleared  and  improved  a large  farm.  He  owned  con- 
siderable property,  which  he  divided  among  his 
sons  on  his  removal  to  Montrose,  where  he  spent 
his  last  days.  He  was  known  as  "Squire"  Mitchell, 
having-  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  a 
number  of  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  active 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  held  in 
high  respect  by  all  who  knew  them.  Lemuel  B. 
Mitchell,- our  subject’s  father,  was  one  of  their  fam- 
ily of  six  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Norman;  Henry;  Elmira,  wife  of  Brazila  Grover; 
Ophelia,  wife  of  George  Lathrop,  of  Montrose ; 
and  Dr.  Ellen,  a highly  educated  lady,  who  was  a 
surgeon  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  later 
built  up  a large  practice  at  Montrose,  but  is  now  a 
missionary  at  Burmah,  India. 

Lemuel  B.  Mitchell  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  after  his  marriage  located  at  his  fath- 
er's old  home  in  New  Milford,  where  he  followed 
•farming  and  merchandising.  Forming  a partner- 
ship with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Grover,  in  1853, 
he  erected  a tannery  in  Franklin  township,  but  when 
it  burned  down  a few  years  later  he  returned  to 
his  farm  in  New  Milford  township.  Shortly  after- 
ward he  sold  that  place  and  purchased  a farm  near 
Miller’s  Hill,  in  the  same  township,  where  he  re- 
mained for  ten  years,  and  then  bought  the  Capt. 
Luce  farm,  near  Montrose,  remaining  there  until 
a few  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he  returned 
to  New  Milford.  Here  he  passed  away  in  1888, 
his  wife  in  1889,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.  In  their  family  were  four  sons,  of 


whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest.  (1)  Charles,, 
born  m 1840,  acquired  a good  education,  and  for 
several  years  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Later  he  was  interested  111  mer- 
cantile trade  in  New  Milford,  and  is  now  a book- 
keeper for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
Railroad  Co.  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
sides. He  married  Harriet  Thomas,  of  Nicholson, 
Penn.,  and  they  have  three  sons,  Charles,  Butler 
and  Robert.  (2)  Seth,  born  in  New  Milford,  in 
1843,  was  educated  in  the  higher  schools  of  Mont- 
rose, and  when  a young  man  followed  clerking  in 
a store  in  that  town,  but  is  now  engaged  in  rail- 
roading at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  first  married 
Bessie  Carpenter,  and  after  her  death  wedded  Sarah 
Grady,  of  Glean,  N.  Y.  (3)  George,  born  in  1849, 
received  a district-school  education.  During  his 
youth  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  lie 
followed  some  years,  but  is  now  an  engineer  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad.  He 
married  Annie  Lindsey,  of  Montrose,  by  whom  he 
has  three  children,  Ellen,  Lemuel  and  Guy,  and  they 
live  in  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  has  a fine  home. 

Andrew  B.  Mitchell  grew  to  manhood  upon 
the  home  farm,  and  pursued  his  studies  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  neighborhood.  When  a young 
man  he  learned  engineering,  and  for  a time  ran  a 
stationary  engine  in  a tannery.  In  1876  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Luce,  a daugh- 
ter of  Warren  J.  and  Wealthy  R.  (Webster)  Luce, 
prominent  citizens  of  Liberty  township.  The 
father  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1831,  and  when 
seven  years  old  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
with  his  father,  Philo  Luce,  locating  in  Liberty 
township,  upon  the  farm  where  he  still  resides  with 
our  subject.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Mitchell  took 
up  his  residence  upon  a farm  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  which  he  operated  for 
a few  years.  When  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad  was  built,  he  obtained  a position 
as  fireman,  and  three  years  later  was  promoted  to 
engineer,  in  which  capacity  he  served  the  company 
for  sixteen  years.  On  account  of  failing  health  he 
was  obliged  to  give  up  railroading,  and  he  then 
purchased  the  Knapp  farm,  in  Liberty  township, 
one  mile  west  of  Brookdale,  which  is  now  one  of 
the  best  and  most  highly  cultivated  places  in  the 
locality,  and  which  is  still  his  home.  Politically  he 
is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  most 
efficiently  filling  the  office  of  town  auditor.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a member  of  the  Farmers  Alliance, 
and  religiously  both  himself  and  wife  attend  and 
support  the  Baptist  Church.  Wherever  known 
they  are  held  in  high  regard,  and  their  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  in  Susquehanna  county 
is  extensive. 

C.  WILLIAM  BARNES,  a well  known  black- 
smith and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Springville,  is  a 
native  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  a representa- 
tive of  one  of  its  pioneer  families,  his  paternal  grand- 
parents being  Caleb  and  Fannie  (Blakeslee)  Barnesr 
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who  conducted  a public  house  at  Dimock  Corners  in 
an  early  day.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, all  now  deceased,  namely:  Cyrus;  Sarah,  wife 
of  Merwin  Handrick ; Lewis ; Zopher,  father  of  our 
subject;  and  Clyrinda,  wife  of  Jonathan  Melvin,  a 
Baptist  minister. 

Zopher  Barnes  was  born  in  Dimock  township, 
and  in  Susquehanna  county  grew  to  manhood. 
Throughout  his  active  business  life  he  followed  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  and  prior  to  the  Civil  war  he 
conducted  a general  mercantile  store  in  Springville, 
where  his  last  days  were  passed.  On  April  24, 
1861,  he  was  married  in  Springville  township,  by 
Rev.  Herman  Blakeslee,  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  to  Lucinda  Vandusen,  and  the  fol- 
lowing children  came  to  this  union:  Lesley,  born 

March  1,  1862,  died  in  1884;  C.  Anna,  born  March 

II,  1863,  is  now  the  wife  of  William  Stephens,  a 
blacksmith  of  Springville  township,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Jerry,  born  September  19,  1895;  C.  Will- 
iam, our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth; 
Archie,  born  May  6,  1873,  is  a farmer  of  De  Kalb, 

III. ;  and  Alice,  born  March  16,  1877,  is  the  wife  of 
Jerry  A.  Lyman,  of  Lynn,  Pennsylvania. 

C.  William  Barnes  was  born  in  Springville 
township,  January  24,  1866,  and  was  reared  in  the 
village  of  Springville,  pursuing  his  studies  in  the 
common  schools.  Leaving  home  during  boyhood, 
he  began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  at  farm  work, 
being  thus  employed  in  Bradford  county,  Penn., 
for  seven  years.  In  Le  Raysville,  that  county,  he 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  and  in  April,  1894, 
opened  a shop  of  his  own  in  Springville,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  has  since  successfully  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a general  blacksmith  and  as 
agent  for  farm  implements.  He  is  a good  me- 
chanic and  an  upright,  reliable  business  man,  com- 
manding the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contract.  At  Birchardville,  Forest 
Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county,  he  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Ada  Baxter,  daughter 
of  George  W.  and  Julie  Baxter,  and  they  now  have 
two  children:  Lesley,  born  July  25,  1892;  and 

Christine,  born  January  11,  1895.  Politically  Mr. 
Barnes  Is  identified  with  the  Republican  party ; so- 
cially he  is  affiliated  with  Maple  Lodge  No.  992, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  since  1890,  and  is  also  a member  of  the 
Encampment,  of  the  same  order,  at  Lynn.  Although 
he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  empty-handed  and 
is  still  comparatively  a young  man,  he  has  already 
achieved  success,  and  besides  his  property  in  the 
village  he  owns  a good  farm  of  sixty-five  acres. 

JAMES  E.  COREY.  When  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  two  years  old  his  father,  James  H. 
Corey,  returned  home  after  a confinement  of  nine 
months  and  twenty-seven  days  in  Belle  Isle  and 
Libby  prisons,  wasted  in  muscle  and  weakened  in 
strength  to  the  point  of  death.  The  end  came  soon 
afterward.  The  father  had  enlisted,  in  1862,  in 
Company  D,  50th  P.  A'.  I.,  and  gave  to  his  country 


three  vears  of  his  life,  which  terminated  in  the  sac- 
rifice ’ The  father  was  a wagon  maker  and  car- 
penter. He  was  born  January  5,  1838,  in  New 
York,  son  of  Rufus  and  Sarah  (Bennett)  Corey, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a miller  by  trade ; he  was 
a man  of  deep  religious  convictions,  and  was  a local 
Methodist  preacher.  James  H.  Corey,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  married  in  Jessup  township 
October  9,  1861,  to  Eliza  A.  Resseguie,  who  was 
born  February  20,  1838,  and  died  January  18,  1886. 
They  had  two  children:  Eugene  H.,  who  died  in 

infancy;  an*d  James  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

James  E.  Corey  was  born  in  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he 
began  farm  work,  which  he  has  since  continued 
successfully  in  Lenox  township,  owning  fifty  acres 
of  well  improved  land,  and  is  engaged  in  general 
and  dairy  farming.  He  is  a stanch  Republican  in 
politics,  and  socially  is  a member  of  Russell  Phillips 
Post  No.  189,  Sons  of  Veterans,  now  serving  as 
quartermaster  of  the  Post.  Mr.  Corey  was  mar- 
ried, October  7,  1888,  to  Miss  Jennie  Cameron,  who 
was  born  June  8,  1864,  in  Lenox  township,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Cameron,  of  that  township,  and  to 
our  subject  and  wife  have  come  three  children: 
J.  Burton,  born  January  15,  1890;  Bessie  May,  born 
April  16,  1892;  and  William  T.,  born  June  1,  1894. 

HARRY  WEBSTER  BEEBE,  a prominent 
representative  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Frank- 
lin township,  Susquehanna  county,  residing  on  the 
old  Beebe  homestead,  was  born  in  Surry  county, 
Ya.,  June  9,  1874,  and  is  a son  of  Walter  L.  and 
Elmira  (Eastman)  Beebe.  His  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Lyman  and  Phoebe  (Merritt)  Beebe,  and 
his  maternal  grandparents  were  Nathaniel  and  Mary 
(Cook)  Eastman,  natives  of  Connecticut  who  at  an 
early  day  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where 
Mr.  Eastman  engaged  in  farming. 

Walter  L.  Beebe  was  born  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, January  28,  1841,  and  followed  farming 
throughout  life.  For  three  years  he  was  one  of 
the  gallant  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil 
war,  being  a member  of  Company  D,  of  a Pennsyl- 
vania volunteer  regiment,  and  a bullet  received  in 
the  service  remained  in  his  body  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  ^ Soon  after  the  war  he  married  and 
moved  to  Surry  county,  \ a.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  for  ten  years.  On  his  return  to  Susque- 
hanna county  he  purchased  the  present  farm  of  our 
subject  from  the  old  Beebe  estate,  and  located  there- 
on in  1880,  but  three  years  later  removed  to  Frank- 
lin Forks,  where  his  death  occurred  January  28, 
1890,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the  cemetery  at 
t lat  place.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  was  a Re- 
publican.^ His  widow,  who  was  born  in  Maine,  N. 
\ .,  in  1844,  now  makes  her  home  in  Binghamton, 
N.  \ . To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  three  sons, 
namely:  Lyman  E.  has  just  returned  from  the 

v ondyke,  where  he  met  with  good  success,  and  is 
now  in  business  in  Seattle,  Wash.;  Harry  W.  is 
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next  in  the  order  of  birth ; and  Phineas  W.  is  with 
his  mother  in  Binghamton. 

Harry  W.  Beebe  was  a lad  of  seven  years  when 
his  parents  located  upon  his  present  farm,  and  two 
years  later  he  accompanied  them  on  their  removal 
to  Franklin  Forks,  where  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated, returning  to  the  farm  in  1895.  He  has  shown 
good  business  ability  and  sound  judgment  in  its  man- 
agement, and  is  meeting  with  excellent  success  in 
his  farming  operations.  Politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  socially  affiliates 
with  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  He  is  a worthy  represent- 
ative of  one  of  the  most  prominent  families  in  this 
section,  and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
him. 

At  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.,  May  15,  1895,  Mr.  Beebe 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Kate  Yailes,  a 
native  of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Emma  (Kittle)  Wiles,  resi- 
dents of  New  Milford,  where  the  father  operates  a 
gristmill.  He  was  born  in  New  Milford  in  May, 
1844,  son  of  Ralph  and  Phoebe  (Smith)  Yailes. 
He  has  ever  taken  quite  a prominent  and  influen- 
tial part  in  local  politics,  served  as  postmaster  for 
four  years  under  President  Harrison,  has  been  tax 
collector,  was  constable  eight  years,  and  filled  other 
offices  in  a most  creditable  manner.  His  wife  was 
born  near  Port  Jervis,  in  September,  1845,  a daugh- 
ter of  Richard  and  Deborah  (Westbrooke)  Kittle, 
natives  of  Pike  county,  Penn.  Mrs.  Beebe  is  the 
second  youngest  in  a family  of  four  children,  the 
others  being  as  follows:  Letta  M.,  wife  of  Harry 

Bartlett,  a traveling  agent,  residing  at  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Vinnie  L.,  wife  of  Eugene  Osborne, 
who  conducts  a tonsorial  parlor  at  Harford,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; and  Ruth,  at  home  with  her 
parents. 

SYLVANETS  P.  PECK,  one  of  the  represen- 
tative citizens  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  May  19,  1858,  on  the  farm  where 
he  still  resides,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  and 
prominent  families  of  Wayne  county,  whose  iden- 
tification with  her  history  dates  from  an  early 
period  in  the  development  of  this  section  of  the 
State.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Rev.  Elijah 
Peck,  a pioneer  Baptist  minister  of  northeastern 
Pennsylvania. 

Hiram  Peck,  our  subject’s  father,  was  also  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Au- 
gust 11,  1819,  and  there  grew  to  manhood  amidst 
pioneer  scenes.  He  was  married,  September  27, 
1848,  to  Miss  Maria  Perham,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  a daughter  of 
Aaron  Perham,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wayne 
county.  Seven  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
namely:  Chloe,  Mrs.  Kennedy;  George:  Hiram  E. ; 
Sylvanus  P. ; Charles  and  Fred,  both  deceased; 
and  Francis  A.  The  father  died  in  February,  1889, 
at  the  age  of  nearly  seventy  years ; the  mother  is 
still  living.  Both  were  consistent  members  of  the 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics.  Throughout  his  business  career 
he  engaged  in  stage  driving  and  farming,  and  he 
most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  filled  the  offices 
of  collector  and  constable  in  his  township. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Sylvanus  P.  Peck 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  much  the  usual 
manner  of  farmers’  sons  of  that  day.  On  April  7, 
1880,  he  married  Miss  Lottie  Hacker,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  Hacker,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
seven  children:  William  Frederick,  Mabel  Ellen, 

Elizabeth  Perham,  Samuel  Reese,  Anna  May, 
Charles  Egbert  and  Harold  Sylvanus.  The  parents 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  the 
social  circles  of  the  community  occupy  an  enviable 
position.  Mr.  Peck  is  a thorough  and  systematic 
farmer,  and  is  meeting  with  success  in  the  operation 
of  the  farm,  which  comprises  160  acres  of  rich  and 
arable  land,  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
welt  improved.  His  comfortable  and  convenient 
residence  was  erected  in  1897,  at  a cost  of  $1,500. 
In  the  exercise  of  his  elective  franchise  he  supports 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  always  takes  a deep  and  commendable  inter- 
est in  publis  affairs. 

HENRY  B.  WILLIAMS.  Industry  has  been 
the  highway  by  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
now  a prosperous  and  prominent  citizen  of  Hop- 
bottom,  Susquehanna  county,  has  attained  his  suc- 
cess in  life.  As  farmer  and  stone  mason  he  has 
spent  many  years  in  the  community  in  which  he 
now  lives.  They  have  been  years  of  patient  toil, 
cheerfully  given,  and  followed  by  the  reward  that 
has  been  their  due.  As  a young  man  our  subject 
worked  with  an  ox-team  in  the  labor  of  the  farm. 
He  has  never  since  then  outgrown  the  nobility  of 
labor.  As  a youth,  too,  he  enlisted  under  his  coun- 
try's flag  when  the  national  life  was  assailed.  He 
has  ever  been  a conscientious  and  a forceful  char- 
acter in  the  history  and  growth  of  Susquehanna 
county. 

Mr.  Williams’  grandfather,  Latham  Williams, 
about  the  opening  of  the  present  century  migrated 
with  his  young  wife  from  New  England  and  set- 
tled in  Brooklyn  township,  where  he  passed  the  re-- 
mainder  of  his  life,  engaged  in  farming.  He  died 
in  Springville  township,  in  the  spring  of  1864,  aged 
eighty-four  years.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by 
his  first  wife,  Lucy  Stanton,  had  two  sons  and  five 
daughters,  viz.:  Nelson,  who  died  August  4,  1864; 
Angeline,  deceased  in  infancy;  Betsy  E.,  wife  of 
Otis  Boss,  of  Middletown,  Penn. ; Luke,  who  died 
September  6,  1829;  Thankful,  wife  of  Charles 
Miles,  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Amanda,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Giles,  of  Brooklyn,  Penn. ; and  Lucy,  wife  of 
Henry  Giles,  also  of  Brooklyn.  By  his  second  wife, 
Lucy  Dix,  Latham  Williams  had  one  child,  John 
S.,  father  of  our  subject,  born  June  11,  1817. 

John  S.  Williams  grew  to  manhood  in  Brook- 
lyn township,  and  became  one  of  its  most  estimable 
citizens.  He  followed  farming,  and  also  the  trade 
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of  carpenter.  JIc  married  Eliza  K.  Wesbrook,  who 
was  born  June  29,  1817.  About  1843  J 0I111  S.  W ill- 
iams moved  to  Springville  township,  where  he  had 
purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  wild  land,  and  this 
with  the  aid  of  his  sons  he  cleared,  adding  to  the 
original  acres.  1 le  remained  on  the  farm  until  1862, 
and  he  died  January  4,  1874.  His  widow,  mother 
of  our  subject,  is  yet  living,  in  Linn  county,  Mo. 
John  S.  W illiams  in  politics  was  a Whig  and  later 
a Republican.  He  was  an  active  worker,  a class- 
leader  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  superintendent  in 
the  Sunday-school.  The  family  of  John  S.  and 
Eliza  E.  W illiams  consisted  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: George  L.,  born  July  7,  1838,  now  living  in 
Meadville,  Linn  Co.,  Mo.;  William  N.,  born  April 
3,  1840,  who  died  when  nineteen  days  old ; Lucy 
E.,  born  January  13,  1842,  who  died  November  29, 
1844:  Thankful  A.,  born  January  11,  1844,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Henry  B.,  our  subject,  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1845;  Daniel  G.,  born  March  5,  1848, 
now  a farmer  of  Meadville,  Mo. ; Erastus  .P.,  born 
May  13,  1850,  a mason  of  Meadville,  Mo. ; Luke  A., 
born  March  8,  1853,  a hardware  merchant  of 
Meadville,  Mo. ; Warren  K.,  born  May  26,  1855, 
who  died  February  2,  1864;  and  John  C.,  born  Au- 
gust 23,  1857,  a railroad  employe  of  Meadville, 
Missouri. 

Henry  B.  Williams  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  neighboring 
schools.  In  the  spring  of  1864  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  1st  Penn.  Light  Artillery,  and  served  to 
the  close  of  the  war,  doing  guard  duty  at  Washing- 
ton much  of  the  time. 

Mr.  Williams'  was  married,  in  Springville  town- 
ship, January  3,  1871,  to  Miss  Rachel  P.  Kinney, 
who  was  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  January  18, 
1851,  daughter  of  Isaac  S.  and  Catherine  Reed  Kin- 
ney. Isaac  S.  Kinney  was  born  in  Warren  county, 
N.  J.,  November  19,  1811,  son  of  Frederick  and 
Margaret  (Snover)  Kinney,  of  that  county;  Cath- 
erine Reed  was  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  T.,  Jan- 
uary 2,  1813,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Margaret  Reed, 
and  died  August  13,  1891.  In  1867  Isaac  Kinney 
moved  with  his  family  to  Susquehanna  county,  locat- 
ing in  Dimock  township.  He  died  in  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  October  10.  1895,  while  visiting  his 
boyhood  home.  The  children  of  Isaac  and  Cath- 
erine Kinney  were  as  follows:  Margaret,  who  mar- 
ried John  A.  Van  Scotten,  of  Warren  county,  N.  T. ; 
David  I.,  a resident  of  Dimock  township ; ’Maria! 
who  married  John  Messier,  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  ■ 
Bartley,  a farmer  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.’;  Aaron! 
a resident  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  Co.! 
Penn. ; Sarah,  wife  of  Benjamin  Linaberrv,  of  War- 
ren county,  N.  J. ; Frederick,  a farmer  of  Lathrop 
township ; Samuel,  of  Bridgewater  township : 
Rachel  P„  wife  of  our  subject;  Johnston  T.,  a 
farmer  of  Lathrop  township:  Tennie.  wife  of 

Thomas  Giles,  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn. ; 
and  Aimed? , wife  of  Judson  Saunders,  of  Scran- 
ton, Pennsylvania. 


Our  subject  began  housekeeping  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Springville,  which  he  purchased,  and 
where  he  remained  about  twenty-six  years.  In 
1895  he  leased  his  farm  of  100  acres  and  removed 
to  Hopbottom,  where  he  built  his  present  home. 
While  on  the  farm  he  followed  both  farming  and 
stone  masonry,  but  since  moving  to  Hopbottom  he 
has  given  exclusive  attention  to  stone  mason  work. 
In  politics  Mr.  Williams  is  a stanch  Republican. 
He  has  served  as  street  commissioner  and  in  the 
council  in  Hopbottom  borough.  He  is  a member 
of  Rogers  Post  No.  143,  at  Brooklyn  Center. 


REV.  CHARLES  E.  VAN  ALLEN,  D.  D., 


needs  no  introduction  to  the  residents  of  Middle 
Smithfield,  Monroe  county,  for  he  and  his  worthy 
wife  are  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed  in  that 
township  and  throughout  the  surrounding  country, 
where  the  most  active  years  of  their  busy  and  useful 
lives  have  been  spent. 

Dr.  Van  Allen  is  a native  of  West  Perth,  N.  Y., 
born  June  21,  1835,  son  of  Lawrence  E.  and  Maria 
(Ellis)  Van  Allen,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  1802,  in  West  Perth,  the  latter  in  1800,  in  the 
State  of  Vermont.  Lawrence  E.  Van  Allen  grew 
to  maturity  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage, which  took  place  in  1825,  settled  down  there 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a successful  farm- 
er and  a representative  leader  in  local  public  affairs 
in  his  day,  taking  a warm  interest  in  politics  as  an  en- 
thusiastic supporter  of  the  Old-line  Whig  party  and 
its  principles.  During  the  campaign  in  which 
Henry  Clay  ran  for  President  he  took  the  stump  in 
his  county  in  that  gentleman’s  interest.  He  died 
March  21,  1878.  Mrs.  Van  Allen  passed  away  in 
1842,  leaving  a family  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Evert  E.,  A.  Emily,  Marinda  A.,  Charles  E.,  Chester 
L..  Chauncey  E.,  and  Clark  L.  (1)  The  eldest  son, 
Evert  E.,  was  born  at  West  Perth  in  1826,  graduat- 
ed from  the  Albany  State  Normal  School  in  1840, 
and  followed  teaching  for  a few  years,  finally  em- 
barking in  mercantile  business  in  New  York  City  as 
a commission  merchant  and  real  estate  broker ; he 


amassed  a large  fortune,  and  made  his  permanent 
home  in  New  York  City,  although  his  death  oc- 
curred in  September,  1869,  at  West  Perth,  where  he 
was  buried.  Evert  E.  \ an  Allen  married  Miss 
Maiy  Gunn, of  New  York  City, and  he  left  two  sons, 
E\  eret  and  Chester,  the  former  of  whom  is  engaged 
in  business  in  Albany,  the  latter  a resident  of  Johns- 
town,  N.  Y.  (2)  A.  Emily  was  born  in  West  Perth 
m 1 1-30,  and  married  James  Aiken,  of  the  same  place, 
yight  children  being  born  to  their  union,  viz. : James 
C.  ( who  is  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Schenec- 
ta<l\,  N.  \ .j,  William  E.  (a  prosperous  merchant  of 
J"  instown,  N.  Y .),  Isabelle,  Helen,  Marv,  Margaret, 
A.  Emma,  and  Katherine  A.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Aiken 
moved  to  Michigan,  and  after  several  vears’  resi- 
tiere  returned  East,  settling  in  "Johnstown, 
where  they  died,  the  former  March  19,  1879,  the  lat- 


ter March  1 


A 


(3)  Marinda  A.  became  the 
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wife  of  John  Frydendall,  of  New  York,  and  they 
died  at  Johnstown,  the  former  in  1874,  the  latter  ten 
years  later.  They  left  one  daughter,  Cora,  who  is 
married  to  Jonathan  Hovey,  of  Burdett,  N.  Y.  (4) 
Charles  E.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth,  and  is  more 
fully  mentioned  below.  (5)  Chester  L.,  born  in  Au- 
gust, 1836,  finished  his  collegiate  education  at  Johns- 
town and  became  a Baptist  minister,  continuing  in 
active  ministerial  work  until  his  death,  in  1898;  his 
wife  survives  him.  They  had  one  daughter,  May  Zel- 
ma,  who  died  in  young  womanhood,  a very  bright  and 
scholarly  young  lady  and  a graduate  of  the  Schen- 
ectady high  school.  (6)  Chauncey  E.,  born  in  1838, 
prepared  for  college  at  Johnstown  and  matriculated 
at  the  Schenectady  (N.  Y.)  Union  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1864,  afterward  taking  a 
course  in  the  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  where 
hegraduatedin  1867  ;he  entered  the  Presbyterian  min- 
istry, and  is  at  present  located  at  Russell,  Mass.  He 
married  Miss  Annie  Ward,  of  Schenectady,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Dr.  Harvey  W.  Van  Allen,  who  is  a 
leading  physician  of  Springfield,  Mass.  (7)  Clark 
L.,  born  at’West  Perth  in  March,  1842,  prepared  for 
college  at  Johnstown,  N.  Y.,  and  graduated  from 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  commencing  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for 
some  years  ; he  then  moved  to  New  York  City,  en- 
gaging as  a commission  merchant,  and  later  in  the 
wholesale  tea  and  coffee  trade,  until  1886,  when  he 
embarked  in  business  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  as  an  import- 
er of  tea  and  coffee  from  Ceylon  and  China,  in  which 
he  has  continued  up  to  the  present  time,  though  he 
is  now  living  in  Schenectady.  He  has  been  highly 
successful  in  the  commercial  world  and  has  amassed 
a large  fortune,  of  which  he  gives  liberally  to  re- 
ligious and  charitable  enterprises.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  Church  work,  and  was  the  founder 
and  builder  of  the  Villa  Road  Baptist  Church,  of 
Schenectady.  Dr.  C.  L.  Van  Allen  was  married 
January  11,  1898,  to  Miss  Ada  Parks,  of  Jersey  City, 
New  Jersey. 

Charles  E.  Van  Allen  was  brought  up»in  his  na- 
tive place,  where  he  received  his  elementary  educa- 
tion, preparing  for  college  in  the  Johnstown 
Academy,  and  he  attended  the  Fort  Edward  Insti- 
tute, at  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.,from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1855.  He  took  a professorship  in  the  Fort 
Plain  Institute  of  Literature  and  Science,  and  in 
1859,  while  holding  this  incumbency,  became  a 
student  of  the  Union  College  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y., 
graduating  therefrom  in  1862,  and  in  1865  from 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary.  The  same  year 
he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Coolbaugh  Pres- 
byterian Church,  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  in  which  charge  he  was  retained 
for  a quarter  of  a century,  working  faithfully  and 
energetically  for  the  religious  growth  of  the  com- 
munity and  the  upbuilding  of  the  interests  of  his  own 
congregation.  I his  Church  was  founded  and  built 
by  John  V.  Coolbaugh  and  others,  the  gentleman 
named  giving  largely  of  his  time  and  means  tow  ai  d 


its  support  and  the  successful  carrying  on  of  its 
work,  being  zealous  in  all  worthy  religious  and  char- 
itable projects.  When  Dr.  Van  Allen  assumed  the 
charge  there  were  only  fifteen  members,  which  num- 
ber he  brought  up  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  com- 
municants, and  the  Sabbath-school,  in  the  work  of 
which  he  was  the  leading  spirit,  was  one  of  the  thriv- 
ing examples  among  those  in  the  Lehigh  Presbytery. 
In  1890  the  Doctor  took  a Church  at  Delaware, 
Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  where  he  continued  for  five  years, 
and  he  subsequently  supplied  the  Church  of  La- 
fayette, Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  for  two  years. 

In  1886  our  subject  purchased  the  Plains  farm, 
since' known  as  the  “Echo  Lake  Farm,”  a valuable 
tract  in  Middle  Smithfield  township  upon  which 
many  improvements  have  been  made  since  he  came 
into  possession,  and  which  is  well  laid  out  for  gen- 
eral farming  purposes.  New  buildings  have  been 
erected,  and  many  beautifying  changes  made  in  the 
residence,  which  has  been  converted  into  a summer 
boarding-house  and  is  known  as  the  “Echo  Lake 
House,”  one  of  the  most  desirable  of  the  many  re- 
sorts which  abound  in  this  section.  The  house  is 
provided  with  all  modern  improvements,  is  sur- 
rounded by  a large  lawn,  delightfully  shaded,  and 
charmingly  situated  on  an  elevated  plateau  in  the 
center  of  the  farm,  which  lies  1,200  feet  above  the 
sea  level,  in  a beautiful  mountain  region  unrivalled 
for  the  purity  and  dryness  of  its  atmosphere,  a place 
where  malaria  and  kindred  ills  are  unknown,  and 
whose  equal  for  those  in  search  of  health  or  recrea- 
tion cannot  be  found  east  of  the  Rockies.  Dr.  V an 
Allen’s  guests  hail  from  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Phila- 
delphia and  many  of  the  States,  and  they  are  unani- 
mous in  pronouncing  the  scenery  and  the  bene- 
ficial climate  a combination  of  delights  made  still 
more  enjoyable  by  their  genial  host  and  his  efforts 
to  do  all  in  his  power  for  their  material  comfort.  The 
table  at  “Echo  Lake  House”  is  supplied  almost 
exclusively  from  the  farm,  the  land  yielding  fine  fruit 
and  vegetables  in  great  variety,  and  the  butter  and 
milk  supply  coming  from  a fine  herd  of  thorough- 
bred Jersey  cows  kept  on  the  place.  The  post  office 
of  Coolbaugh  is  located  at  the  house,  and  Dr.  Van 
Allen  served  as  postmaster  here  for  many  years 
during  his  pastorate,  his  son  Willie  holding  that 
office  at  the  present  time.  The  Doctor  is  a Repub- 
lican politically. 

Though  no  longer  a pastor,  Dr.  Van  Allen  is  by 
no  means  an  idle  man.  While  resting  from  the 
active  ministry,  in  his  own  delightful  home, 
he  preaches  a great  part  of  the  time,  supplying 
pulpits  for  neighboring  ministers,  and  in  the 
autumn  and  winter  season  is  largely  engaged  in 
evangelistic  work,  in  which  he  is  not  a little  sought 
for,  and  in  which  he  has  always  been  a marked  suc- 
cess. It  is  the  concensus  of  opinion  of  all  who  know 
him  best  that  he  has  hardlv  a peer  in  the  pulpit.  He 
is  a good  sermonizer,  has  a very  fine  delivery,  and 
is,  on  the  whole,  a very  interesting  and  attractive 
speaker.  His  pulpit  ministrations  are  more  than 
ordinarily  acceptable.  The  Doctor  is  also  spending- 
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his  riper  years  in  writing,  both  for  the  secular  press, 
on  the  popular  topics  of  the  day,  and  for  religious 
magazines  and  periodicals,  and  has  now  in  prepara- 
tion a work  entitled  “How  to  he  successful  in  the 
Ministry,”  in  which  lie  will  give  some  valuable  ex- 
perience of  his  long  and  successful  career.  May  he 
long  live  to  complete  this  and  other  works  in  con- 
templation. 

Rev.  Dr.  Van  Allen  is  entirely  a self-made  man, 
and  a good  example  of  what  energy  and  ambition 
can  accomplish.  By  his  own  efforts  he  worked  his 
way  through  a four-years’  Academic  course,  a four- 
years’  College  course,  and  a three-years’  Theological 
course,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  of  his  class  in  each 
of  these  institutions  from  which  he  graduated.  He 
has  been  honored  by  three  different  colleges  by  the 
respective  degrees  of  A.  B.,  A.  M.  and  D.  D.,  and 
In'  Reverend  by  a Presbytery  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  upon  graduation  front  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated Theological  seminaries  of  the  land. 

He  has  given  all  his  children  a liberal  education 
and  has  enough  of  this  world’s  goods  left  to  own 
one  of  the  most  delightful  homes  in  the  section  in 
which  he  resides. 

This  memoir  would  be  incomplete  without  some 
mention  of  Mrs.  Van  Allen,  who  though  modest 
and  retiring  in  disposition  has  been  a constant  aid 
to  her  husband  in  his  religious  and  charitable  work, 
and  is  universally  beloved  by  scores  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  in  Middle  Smithfield  and  elsewhere. 
She  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  M.  Emma  Cool- 
baugh,  the  daughter  of  John  V.  and  Mary  Cool- 
baugh.  They  were  married  February  22,  1866,  and 
four  children  blessed  their  union,  viz.:  (1)  Willie, 
born  in  Middle  Smithfield  in  December,  1866,  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  qnd 
under  a private  tutor  at  home,  later  entering  the 
Poughkeepsie  Business  College,  where  he  took  a 
commercial  course.  He  now  resides  on  the  farm  with 
his  father,  engaged  in  stock  raising,  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  Jersey  stock,  his  large  herd  being  the 
only  one  of  thoroughbreds  in  Monroe  county.  In 
1892  he  married  Miss  Bertha  Iv.  Brands,  of  Dela- 
ware, N.  J.,  whose  parents,  John  S.  and  Caroline 
Brands,  were  prominent  people  of  that  place,  and 
they  have  two  children — Ralph  B.  and  W.  Morton. 
(2)  Myra  E.,  born  in  Middle  Smithfield  in  Novem- 
ber. 1870,  was  first  instructed  by  a private  governess 
at  home  and  later  entered  Blair  Hall,  in  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  whence  she  graduated  with  highest 
honors  in  the  class  of  ’88  ; in  June,  1893,  she  married 
Tames  P.  Ammerman,  of  New  Jersey,  and  they  have 
two  daughters,  Adelaide  and  Ruth.  They  make 
their  home  in  Delaware,  N.  J.,  where  he  is  engaged 
as  ticket  and  express  agent  for  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  road.  (3)  Charles  P.,  born  in 
October,  1873,  ’n  Middle  Smithfield,  was  educated 
at  Blair  Hall,  graduating  in  the  class  of  ’93,  and  sub- 
sequently took  a four-years’  course  in  Lafayette 
College,  studying  electrical  engineering.  He  finished 
his  course  in  1897,  receiving  the  degree  of  Electrical 
Engineer,  and  the  same  year  he  traveled  in  England, 


Germany,  France,  Italy,  and  other  European  coun- 
tries, to  complete  his  preparation  for  his  life  work. 
On  his  return  he  settled  in  New  York  City,  and  he 
has  entered  upon  a promising  career  as  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Van  Allen  & Zahn,  electrical  contractors. 
(4)  Clarence  II.,  born  in  July,  1876,  graduated  from 
Blair  Hall  in  the  class  of  ’94  and  has  taught  one  term 
in  the  public  schools  of  Middleville,  N.  J. ; during 
the  summer  he  acted  as  clerk  for  L.  W.  Broadhead, 
at  the  “Delaware  Water  Gap  ITouse,”  and  he  is  now 
in  his  second  year  at  Lafayette  College. 

From  her  girlhood  Mrs.  Van  Allen  has  been 
a tireless  worker  in  Church  and  kindred  interests, 
and  during  her  husband’s  active  life  in  the  ministry 
she  was  an  invaluable  helpmeet,  laboring  zealously  in 
the  Church  and  Sabbath-school  for  the  advancement 
of  the  Master’s  kingdom.  As  organist  and  choir 
instructor  she  has  never  failed  to  be  present  on  the 
Lord’s  day  exceDt  when  kept  home  by  sickness,  and 
her  devotion  to  her  Church  is  recognized  by  all  who 
know  her  and  who  take  delight  in  acknowledging 
their  appreciation  of  her  faithful  service  and  unite 
in  praise  of  her  fine  Christian  character.  She  shares 
with  her  noble  husband  the  highest  regard  of  their 
fellow  citizens  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and 
the  loving  esteem  of  the  many  she  has  helped  and 
befriended. 

WILLIAM  WHITFIELD  KIZER,  one  of 
the  wide-awake  and  progressive  business  men  of 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  is  now  the 
proprietor  of  the  Middle  Creek  Grist  Mill,  which 
was  built  by  Philip  W.  Lerch,  George  EnsTin,  and 
L.  A.  Robinson,  in  1856,  and  is  of  eighty-horse 
power.  Near  his  present  place  of  business  our 
subject  was  born  March  22,  1857,  in  Jefferson 
township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  John 
D.  and  Phoebe  (Beemer)  Kizer,  who  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey,  but  became  acquainted  and  were 
married  in  Lackawanna  county,  when  it  formed  a 
part  of  Luzerne  county,  and  there  they  still  contin- 
ued to  reside.  The  father  was  born  August  22, 
1827,  the  mother  on  February  12,  1835.  He  is  a 
lumberman  by  occupation,  and  has  capably  filled  a 
number  of  local  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  His 
parents,  Jacob  and  Mary  (Emory)  Kizer,  were 
also  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  were  early  settlers 
o'  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  the  former  owned 
and  operated  a sawmill. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  W.  W.  Kizer,  is 
second  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a large  family  of 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows : Judson  died 
in  infancy;  Edwin  Floyd  resides  at  Towanda, 
Penn.,  and  is.  extensively  interested  in  the  lumber 
business  in  Jefferson  and  Bradford  counties.  He 
is  a member  of  the  firm  of  Clark,  Kizer  & Kipp,  lum- 
berman, Cortez,  Penn.,  is  manager  and  treasurer  of 
the  Towanda  Water  Works,  Towanda,  Penn.,  he 
owning  a large  portion  of  the  stock.  Almeda  is 
the  wife  of  V illiam  Cobb,  an  extensive  lumberman 
of  Bradford  county,  Penn.;  Augusta  is  the  wife 
of  Mortimer  Arnold,  watchman  at  the  car-shops 
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•of  the  D.  & H.,  Carbonclale,  Penn. ; J.  Dahlgreen 
is  a resident  of  Kizers,  Lackawanna  county ; Verna 
is  the  wife  of  M.  S.  Shaffer,  a prominent  merchant 
of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Alton  F.  is  a prominent 
merchant  of  Peckville  and  Scranton,  Penn. ; Syl- 
vania  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Peck,  a merchant  of 
Peckville,  Penn. ; and  Bertha  is  the  wife  of  Vane 
H.  Kennedy,  clerk,  Peckville,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  Kizers,  which  was 
named  in  honor  of  his  father,  and  with  his  parents 
he  remained  until  he  attained  his  majority,  aiding 
his  father  in  the  mill.  He  then  successfully  oper- 
ated the  sawmill  with  his  father  and  others  for  two 
years.  In  1881,  removing  his  family  to  South 
Canaan,  Wayne  county,  he  rented  from  his  father 
a gristmill,  which  he  operated  until  1884,  when  he 
sold  his  stock  to  his  father  and  went  to  Bradford 
county,  Penn.,  buying  a one-third  interest  in  the 
firm  of  Kipp,  Kizer  & Co.,  operating  several  saw- 
mills. After  remaining  one  year  and  one-half,  he 
sold  his  interest  to  his  brother,  E.  F.  Kizer,  and  re- 
turned to  South  Canaan,  took  charge  of  the  mill, 
and  operated  it  for  the  following  three  years.  He 
sold  his  stock  to  John  D.  Kizer,  and  traveled 
throughout  the  Southern  States,  and  finally  located 
in  North  Carolina  in  1890,  and  again  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business;  built  a residence,  removed  his 
family  and  remained  there  nearly  three  years.  He 
then  returned  to  Varden,  Wayne  county,  in  1894, 
and  took  charge  of  the  Middle  Creek  Mills,  owned 
by  his  father;  our  subject  now  operates  both  11611.--, 
and  is  meeting  with  a well  deserved  success  in  his 
business  undertakings. 

At  Kizers,  Mr.  Kizer  was  married  April  8, 
1877,  to  Miss  Mary  Van  Sickle,  Rev.  Mark  Berri- 
man,  a Methodist  Protestant  minister,  officiating. 
Four  children  bless  this  union:  Ernest  C.,  Leslie  A., 
Lillian  May,  and  Ward  Glenn,  all  at  home.  Mrs. 
Kizer  was  born  in  Jefferson  township,  Lackawanna 
•county,  February  9,  1857,  a daughter  of  Garrett 
and  Rachel  (Sharp)  Van  Sickle. 

Socially  Mr.  Kizer  is  a Knight  Templar 
Mason,  belonging  to  the  Commandery  in  Scranton, 
Penn. ; politically  he  is  a Republican  with  Prohibi- 
tion tendencies,  and  religiously  is  an  earnest  and 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church.  His  straightforward,  honorable  course 
as  a business  man  and  citizen  has  won  the  com- 
mendation of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con- 
tact, and  he  has  a host  of  warm  friends  through- 
out the  community. 

RICHARD  H.  BIDDLECOMBE,  at  present 
living  on  the  Hartwell  farm  in  Damascus  township, 
where  he  has  full  charge  for  J.  Burchard,  is  an 
Englishman  by  birth,  born  October  2,  1843,  in  Dor-  1 
setshire,  and  as  an  honest,  loyal  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  made  his  home  for  so  many 
years  none  is  more  highly  respected  or  esteemed. 

In  1856  Mr.  Biddlecombe  came  with  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Esther  Biddlecombe,  to  the  United 
States,  and  they  settled  in  Damascus  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  she  was  subsequently 


married  to  W.  Goodall,  who  was  also  a native  of 
England.  She  died  in  1879,  the  mother  of  three 
children  by  her  second  marriage,  viz. : Alexander, 
who  grew  to  manhood  in  Wayne  county,  and  moved 
some  years  ago  to  Colorado,  where  he  married  and 
has  a family;  Matilda,  born  in  Damascus,  who 
resides  on  the  Goodall  homestead  with  her  brother ; 
and  William,  unmarried. 

Richard  H.  Biddlecombe  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  country. 
After  coming  to  Wayne  county  he  commenced 
work  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  he  also  learned 
wagon-making,  but  he  has  been  principally  engaged 
at  farming,  in  which  line  he  has  made  a signal  suc- 
cess. After  his  marriage  he  settled  on  what 
is  known  as  the  old  Stearns  property,  which  he 
bought,  and  there  he  continued  to  clear  the  land, 
erected  a house  and  barn  and  made  general 
improvements,  living  on  that  place  until  1871,  when 
he  sold  and  removed  to  the  farm  adjoining.  In 
1881  he  moved  to  Boyd's  Mill,  in  Damascus  town- 
ship, where  he  had  charge  of  -the  mill  work  for 
twelve  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  returning  to 
his  old  home  in  the  township,  where  he  lived  until 
the  spring  of  1897,  since  which  time  he  has  resided 
on  and  managed  the  Hartwell  farm  for  J.  Burch- 
ard. He  is  a thorough-going  farmer,  progressive 
and  up-to-date  in  all  his  ideas  and  methods  where- 
ever  practicable,  and  he  has  the  unqualified  respect 
of  his  employer  and  his  fellow  farmers  in  this 
locality. 

In  1865  Mr.  Biddlecombe  rvas  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Frances  E.  Darling,  of  Damascus, 
whose  parents,  James  and  Phoebe  Darling,  now 
residents  of  Damascus  township,  were  formerly  of 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  Five  children  have  blessed 
this  union,  of  whom,  Etta,  born  May  14,  1867,  is  a 
teacher  in  select  schools ; she  obtained  her  prelim- 
inary education  in  the  public  schools  of  Damascus, 
later  became  a student  in  the  select  schools  of  the 
town,  and  is  a very  bright  young  lady,  highly 
accomplished;  she  resides  at  home.  John  J.,  born 
March  28,  1870,  died  August  2,  1870.  Martha  A., 
born  August  5,  1871,  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Damascus,  and  in  September,  1892,  became  the 
wife  of  Ellery  P.  Bunnell,  of  Honesdale ; they  re- 
side on  his  farm  in  Berlin  township ; they  have  no 
children.  Frank  H.,  born  September  25,  1874,  and 
Irene  M.,  born  December  12,  1883,  are  with  their 
parents.  In  religious  connection  the  entire  family 
belong  to  the  Disciple  Church.  They  are  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  Damascus  township, 
and  are  a family  which  would  be  a credit  to  any 
community,  industrious,  intelligent  and  progressive 
in  every  way. 

Mr.  Biddlecombe  has  always  been  active  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  is  a 
stanch  member,  and  he  is  at  the  present  writing 
holding  the  office  of  collector  in  Damascus  town- 
ship. Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
I.odge  No.  561,  at  Callicoon,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  No.  240,  at  Jef- 
fersonville. 
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ISAAC  M.  THORP,  one  of  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  Damascus  township,  W ayne  Co.,  Penn., 
lias  occupied  his  present  farm  for  over  thirty  years, 
and  during  that  time  he  has  attained  a high  stand- 
ing among  the  agriculturists  of  this  locality.  He 
was  born  in  1837  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
of  English  descent,  his  grandfather,  Cornelius 
Thorp,  having  been  a native  of  England. 

John  W.  Thorp,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1800  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  lie  married  Abigail  Hendricks, 
of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  they  located  in 
Orange  county,  later  moving  to  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  bought  a farm  and  re- 
mained some  years.  In  1852  the  family  removed 
to  Kalamazoo  county,  Mich.,  but  they  returned 
east  after  three  years’  stay  there  and  located  in 
Long  Eddy,  X.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Thorp  died  in  1856. 
His  wife  survived  until  1871.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  six  children:  Lester  A.,  Louisa,  John  J., 
Isaac  M.,  Commodore  H.,  and  Nathan,  of  whom, 
Lester,  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  married  a 
Miss  Kellam,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  now 
resides  in  Illinois.  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Edgar 
Pullis,  of  Wayne  county.  John  J.,  born  in  Orange 
county,  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war  as  a 
member  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Petersburg.  Commo- 
dore H.,  born  in  Wayne  county,  also  enlisted  in  the 
Civil  war,  and  was  starved  to  death  in  Libby 
prison.  Nathan,  born  in  Michigan,  married  Miss 
Rosie  Billing,  of  this  county,  and  they  reside  on 
his  farm  at  Pine  Mills,  in  Manchester  township; 
they  have  two  children — William  and  Florence. 

Isaac  M.  Thorp  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Pennsylvania,  during  his  boyhood  attending  the 
common  schools.  In  January,  1862,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Baker,  whose  parents, 
James  and  Phoebe  (Mitchell)  Baker,  were  promi- 
nent people  of  Damascus,  Wayne  county,  and 
belonged  to  its  early  pioneer  families.  In  1867  he 
bought  a partially  improved  farm  in  Damascus, 
located  three  miles  north  of  Galilee,  and  he  has 
since  devoted  all  his  time  and  attention  to  the  care 
of  this  place,  having  now  a large  farm,  cleared 
from  its  primitive  condition  by  his  own  exertions 
and  under  a profitable  state  of  cultivation.  He  has 
erected  a substantial  dwelling,  barn  and  other  out- 
buildings, and  made  numerous  other  improvements 
on  the  neat  sixty-acre  tract,  of  whose  appearance 
he  may  well  be  proud.  Mr.  Thorp  is  known  as  a 
thrifty,  industrious  man,  systematic  and  careful  in 
all  the  details  of  his  work,  and  progressive  in  his 
methods  of  operating  his  farm,  a fact  which  is 
apparent  in  all  his  surroundings.  Lie  is  honest  and 
straightforward  in  his  dealings  with  all,  and  is 
spoken  of  by  those  who  know  him  in  terms  of  the 
highest  respect. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thorp  have  had  three  children: 
James  A.,  born  in  1863  at  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  mar- 
ried Miss  Violetta  Conklin,  of  Damascus,  and  has 
two  children — Josephine  and  Isaac;  they  reside  in 
Delaware  county,  X.  Y.  John  P.,  born  in  1868, 


died  in  December,  1869.  Emily  L.,  born  in  1871 
in  Damascus,  is  the  wife  of  Evans  L.  Rutledge, 
formerly  of  Damascus,  who  is  now  engaged  as  a 
glass  manufacturer  in  Brooklyn,  where  they  live; 
they  have  three  children— Beatrice,  Louisa  L.  and 
Ralph.  In  religious  connection  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thorp  are  zealous  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
with  which  they  both  united  in  early  life,  and  they 
take  an  active  and  deep  interest  in  Church  work, 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  further  the  Master’s 
cause,  and  living  up  to  their  faith  in  their  every- 
day life.  Politically  Mr.  Thorp  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  SCHOONOVER. 
There  are  few  men  more  worthy  of  representation  in 
a work  of  this  kind  than  the  subject  of  this  review, 
who  is  now  passing  the  later  years  of  his  life  in  re- 
tirement on  the  old  homestead  in  Lehman  township. 
Pike  county.  His  has  been  a long  and  busy  career, 
in  which  he  has  developed  a fine  farm,  and  also 
established  himself  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Schoonover  was  born  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  November  16, 
1825,  a son  of  Daniel  and  Cornelia  (Swartwood) 
Schoonover,  who  were  natives  of  Pike  county,  and 
were  married  in  Monroe  county,  when  it  formed  a 
part  of  Pike.  Both  died  on  the  present  farm  of  our 
subject,  the  father  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years,  the  mother  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  a private  burying 
ground  on  their  homestead.  In  their  family  were 
three  children:  Barney  (deceased),  who  married 
Miss  Hester  (Brown)  Berner;  Benjamin  F.,  our 
subject,  and  Ryma,  a resident  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Rudol- 
phus  Schoonover,  an  early  settler  of  this  region,  and 
the  maternal  grandfather  wasManordus  Swartwood. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  Benjamin  F.  Schoon- 
over accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  his 
present  farm,  and  since  attaining  to  man’s  estate  he 
has  successfully  operated  the  same,  its  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  indicating  his  careful  supervision 
and  untiring  industry.  However,  he  is  now  living- 
retired,  leaving  the  arduous  labors  of  the  farm  to 
younger  hands.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  draft- 
ed, and  paid  $300  for  a substitute.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has  served  as  poor- 
master  twenty-one  years ; collector,  two  years,  and 
assessor,  three  years — to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  his  life  has 
ever  been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

On  March  5,  1873,  'n  Pike  countv,  Mr.  Schoon- 
over was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Van 
Campen,  a native  of  Marshall  Falls,  Monroe  county, 
Penn.  Her  parents,. John  M.  and  Jane  B.  (Heller) 
\ an  Campen,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Cal- 
no>  X.  J.,  whence  they  removed  to  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  where  the  mother  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two  y eai  s,  being  laid  to  rest  in  Bushkill  cemetery. 
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1 he  father,  who  was  born  January  2,  1818,  was  in 
■early  life  a farmer,  and  is  now  living  retired  at 
Noxen,  Penn.  Their  children  were  Mary  A.,  wife 
of  Cyrus  Van  Aukrti,  a farmer  of  Monroe  county; 
Sarah,  wife  of  our  subject;  George,  who  died  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  Philip  B., 
who  married  Eliza  Overfield,  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Monroe  countv.  For  his  second  wife  the 
father  married  Margaret  Michael,  who  died  in  1896, 
leaving  three  sons : Andrew,  who  married  Eliza- 
beth Smith,  and  resides  in  Pittston,  Penn. ; Peter, 
who  married  Maggie  Burger,  and  lives  at  Berwick, 
Penn.,  and  John  G.,  who  married  Clara  Norris,  and 
lives  in  Noxen,  Penn.,  his  father  making  his  home 
with  him.  Mrs.  Schoonover's  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Andrew  and  Anna  (Michael)  Van  Cam- 
pen.  The  former  was  born  in  Calno,  N.  J.,  where 
lie  also  died,  while  the  latter  was  born  in  Monroe 
county,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Pike  county.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Mary,  John,  Sally,  Moses,  Abraham, 
James,  Elizabeth,  George  and  Margaret.  The 
maternal  grandparents  were  Michael  and  Elizabeth 
(Depew)  Heller,  natives  of  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and 
New  Jersey,  respectively,  and  both  died  in  Bush- 
Till,  Pike  county,  where  their  remains  were  interred. 

GEORGE  F.  RONEY,  a successful  and  pros- 
perous lumberman  and  agriculturist  of  Buckingham 
township,  Wayne  county,  started  out-  in  life  for 
himself  with  nothing  but  his  own  indomitable 
energy,  and  his  accumulation  of  this  world’s  goods 
is  due  entirely  to  his  own  individual  efforts.  He 
is  justly  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  energetic 
and  representative  citizens  of  his  community,  and 
his  success  is  well  deserved. 

Frank  Roney  (our  subject’s  father)  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  when  a young  man  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  locating  first  in  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
where  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Hamlin.  Subse- 
cjuently  he  purchased  a tract  of  timber  land  in 
Lackawanna  county  where  he  followed  both  lum- 
bering and  farming,  delivering  his  lumber  at  the 
Scranton  markets.  He  bought  other  property  in 
the  same  locality,  cleared  and  improved  a farm,  and 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  in  connection  with 
lumbering.  There  he  still  makes  his  home ; his  wife 
died  in  February,  1886.  Four  children  constituted 
their  family,  all  of  whom  were  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Lackawanna  county.  In  the  order  of 
Firth  they  are  as  follows : Eveline,  now  the  wife  of 
Orrin  Spencer,  of  Scranton;  George  F.,  subject  of 
this  sketch ; Melville  D.,  a resident  of  Scranton,  who 
married  Marv  Russell,  of  that  city,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Maggie;  and  Johnnie  A.,  who  lives  on 
the  old  homestead  with  his  father. 

The  public  schools  of  Lackawanna  county 
afforded  George  F.  Roney  his  educational  privi- 
leges, and  he  early  became  familiar  with  the  occu- 
pations of  lumbering  and  farming  in  their  various 
Tranches,  being  for  eight  vears  in  the  employ  of 
Frank  Holenback,  a lumberman  carrying  on  opera- 
tions in  both  Lackawanna  and  Wayne  counties. 
After  his  marriage,  he  located  in  Forest  Citv, 


where  he  continued  to  engage  in  lumbering  until 
1894,  when  he  purchased  the  William  L.  Sherman 
farm  of  286  acres  in  Buckingham  township,  Wayne 
county,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  He  has 
made  it  one  of  the  best  dairy  farms  in  the  county. 

In  February,  1891,  Mr.  Roney  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Nettie  A.  Miner,  a daughter 
of  Robert  and  Annie  Miner,  of  Waymart,  Wayne 
county,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Clarence  F.  and  Howard  R.,  both  born  in 
forest  City.  The  parents  are  Protestants  in  relig- 
ious belief,  and  have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
who  know  them.  Politically  Mr.  Roney  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Democratic  party. 

\\  ILLIAM  DOWNEY.  Quite  a number  of 
the  leading  and  prominent  citizens  of  Pike  county 
are  of  alien  birth,  and  in  this  country  have  succeed- 
ed in  accumulating  a comfortable  competence,  and 
in  making  a good  home  for  themselves  and  fam- 
ilies. Among  these  there  is  no  one  better  known 
or  more  widely  respected  than  William  Do'wney, 
a prosperous  farmer  of  Blooming  Grove  township. 

Mr.  Downey  was  born  in  1835,  in  County 
Limerick,  Ireland,  of  which  place  his  parents, 
1 homas  and  Ellen  (Maloney)  Downey,  were  also 
natives.  The  mother  died  when  our  subject  was 
eighteen  years  of  age.  The  father  spent  his  entire 
life  in  County  Limerick,  engaged  in  farming,  but 
since  our  subject’s  emigration  to  America,  the 
remainder  of  the  family  went  to  Australia.  The 
children  were  as  follows : Michael,  who  is  probablv  a 
resident  of  Australia ; William,  of  this  review ; 
Mary,  wife  of  Martin  Simmons,  of  Countv  Limer- 
ick. Ireland;  and  Nora,  who  was  unmarried  when 
our  subject  came  to  America. 

During  early  life  William  Downey  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm,  and  was  also  employed  in  a 
gristmill.  When  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  landing  in  New  York  City,  and  first 
worked  as  a gardener  in  Westchester  county,  N. 
Y.,  remaining  there  until  1861,  when  he  returned 
to  the  city,  where  he  was  employed  for  a short  time. 
He  then  came  to  Blooming  Grove  township,  Pike 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  had  previously  purchased 
land  which  was  covered  with  a dense  forest.  He 
at  once  began  to  prepare  the  land  for  farming,  car- 
rying on  lumbering  during  the  winter  months,  and 
clearing  the  land  during  the  summer  season.  Acre 
after  acre  was  soon  placed  under  the  plow,  and  he 
now  has  one  of  the  most  productive  and  desirable 
farms  of  the  township.  To  his  first  purchase, 
which  consisted  of  fifty  acres,  he  has  added  from 
time  to  time  until  now  he  has  160  acres,  of  which 
forty  are  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

In  New  York  City,  Mr.  Downey  married  Miss 
Ann  Hanlon,  a native  of  County  Limerick,  Ireland, 
and  a daughter  of  Thomas  Hanlon.  She  died  leav- 
ing no  children.  In  his  political  affiliations  our 
subject  is  a stalwart  Democrat,  and  he  has  several 
times  served  as  judge  and  inspector  of  elections, 
also  twice  elected  to  the  position  of  tax  collector. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a Catholic. 
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JOHN  MARSCH  is  one  of  the  honored  citi- 
zens that  Germany  lias  furnished  to  the  New 
World,  and  since  coming  to  this  country  he  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  J ’ike  county,  owning  and  operating  at 
the  present  time  a fine  farm  of  175  acres,  about 
half  of  which  is  fitted  for  pasturage  and  the  rais- 
ing of  grain.  In  connection  with  farming  he  also 
gives  considerable  attention  to  dairying  and  lumber- 
ing, having  upon  his  place  both  hemlock  and  hard- 
wood timber. 

Jacob  Marsch,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  near  the  Rhine,  in  Prussia,  Germany,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1 799,  and  was  a son  of  Jacob  Marsch, 
also  a native  of  Prussia.  There  the  former  grew 
to  manhood  and  followed  farming  for  some  years. 
In  his  native  land  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Beisher, 
who  was  also  born  in  Prussia.  In  1844  he  sold 
his  small  farm  with  the  intention  of  coming  to 
America,  but  it  was  not  until  March  17,  1847,  that 
the  family  started  for  the  New  World.  1 hey  were 
fifty-three  days  at  sea,  but  finally  were  safely  land- 
ed in  New  York  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Hones- 
dale,  Penn.,  a part  of  the  trip  having  to  be  made 
on  foot,  as  no  railroad  at  that  time  connected  New 
York  with  Wayne  county  points.  From  Plones- 
dale  they  went  by  slow  stages  to  Sterling 
township,  Wayne  county,  where  they  located. 
There  all  of  the  family  commenced  working  for  the 
farmers  of  the  neighborhood,  each  trying  to  add  a 
little  to  the  general  store,  as  land  and  a home  they 
could  call  their  own  was  the  desire  of  all. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Prussia 
January  3,  1834,  received  a good  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  German  schools,  and  came  over  from 
Germany  with  the  rest  of  the  family  in  1847.  Sub- 
sequently the  father  purchased  seventy  acres  of 
land  in  Greene  township.  Pike  county.  Space  was 
cleared  to  erect  a barn,  and  in  this  the  family  lived 
for  two  years.  As  the  land  had  to  be  cleared,  the  fa- 
ther and  the  family  (except  John)  began  the  work  of 
improvement,  while  the  latter  worked  among 
neighboring  farmers  and  supplied  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  with  the  necessaries  of  life. 
When  this  property  was  cleared,  improved  and  a 
home  had  been  built  upon  it,  they  took  a just  pride  in 
knowing  that  they  possessed  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  Greene  township.  In  order  to  pay  for  this  land, 
our  subject  worked  for  sixteen  years  as  a farm 
hand.  After  a long,  useful  and  honorable  life,  the 
father  died  January  12,  1871.  and  the  mother 

passed  away  May  5.  1882.  To  them  were  born  six 
children,  all  still  living,  namely : Margaret,  wife  of 
Reuben  Albright,  of  Lancaster,  Penn. ; John,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Sophia,  wife  of  Charles 
Heis.  of  Columbia  county,  Penn. ; Catherina,  wife 
of  Jacob  G.  Simons,  of  Greene  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty ; Peter,  a farmer  of  the  same  township,  and 
Charles,  of  New  Columbus,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

John  Marsch  was  first  married,  March  7.  i860, 
to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  Hazelton,  a native  of  Dreher 


township,  Wayne  county,  who  died  October  6,  1863,. 
leaving  two  daughters : Sophia  A.,  now  the  wife  of 
Gus  D.  Distle,  living  in  Jefferson  county,  Penn.;' 
and  Marv,  wife  of  Edward  f.  Helmicn,  a Mora- 
vian minister,  now  located  in  North  Dakota. 

At  Newfoundland,  Penn.,  November  12,  1865, 
Mr.  Marsch  wedded  Miss  Emma  J.  Reberling,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  by  John  J.  Detterer,  a 
Moravian  minister.  She  was  born  March  29,  1842,. 
and  is  the  eldest  child  of  Peter  and  Regina 
(Stroup)  Heberling,  both  natives  of  Germany,  the 
former  born  in  Bavaria.  August  10,  1814,  and  died 
December  8,  i8qi,  and  the  latter  born  in  Wurtem- 
berg,  June  23,  1820,  and  is  still  living.  They  were 
married  June  6,  1841.  The  other  children  of  their 
family  are:  Louisa,  wife  of  George  Robacker,  of 
Greene  township;  William  H.,  who  married  Bertha 
Cramer,  and  lives  in  the  same  township;  John  L., 
also  a resident  of  Greene  township ; Edward  Peter, 
who  married  Ellen  Fribley,  and  lives  in  Greene 
township;  Jacob,  of  Helena,  Mont.;  L.  Bernard, 
who  married  Eva  Logger,  and  is  engaged  in  the  in- 
surance business  in  Philadelphia,  Penn. ; Peter  F., 
of  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; Elizabeth  H.,  wife  of  Moses- 
Phillips,  of  Stroudsburg;  Ellen  L.,  wife  of  George 
Meyers,  of  Greene  township,  Pike  county;  Ida  E., 
wife  of  Jacob  Waltz,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  Herbert, 
who  married  Helen  Grimm,  and  lives  in  Greene 
township.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marsch  were  as  follows : Ellen  Louisa,  born  July 
17,  1866,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ; Henry  L.„ 
born  April  12,  1868.  is  interested  in  silver  mining  in 
Montana,  where  he  makes  his  home;  Albert  John, 
born  March  29,  1870,  married  Sue  Auman,  and  is 
employed  as  bookkeeper  at  Lancaster,  Penn. ; Jacob 
F.,  born  February  27,  1872,  died  December  6,  1874; 
Elizabeth  R.,  born  August  23,  1874,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  A.  Sieg,  a blacksmith  of  Newton,  N.  J. ; 
Annie  E.,  born  September  9,  1876,  is  also  living  in 
Newton,  N.  J. ; Hattie  A.,  born  January  28,  1879,  is- 
at  home;  Louella  B.,  born  March  19,  1883,  died  De- 
cember 19,  1892,  and  Ida,  born  August  10,  1884,  is- 
at  home. 

Mr.  Marsch  is  unswerving  in  his  allegiance 
to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  he  has  been  honored  with  a number  of  local 
offices,  which  he  has  most  creditably  and  satisfac- 
torily filled,  being  constable,  one  year;  assessor,  one 
year ; school  director,  six  years  ; county  auditor,  nine 
years,  and  tax  collector,  seven  years,  serving  in  the 
last  named  office  at  the  present  time.  He  and  his 
family  are  leading^  members  of  the  Moravain  Church 
at  Newfoundland,  Penn.,  in  which  lie  has  served  as 
trustee  and  leader  for  many  years ; socially  he  be- 
longs to  the  Grange. 

ELIAS  TRACH.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
E a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  prominent 
families  of  Pennsylvania,  a family  noted  for  its 
stiii  d\  independence,  its  admirable  industry,  its 
effective  contributions  to  those  causes  which  have 
made  the  Keystone  State  famous  for  her  agricult- 
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ural  and  industrial  development.  While  the  fam- 
ily for  generations  has  been  devoted  to  agriculture 
and  has  prospered  in  that  pursuit,  its  members  also 
usually  allied  themselves  with  some  branch  of 
industry,  and  thus  broadened  their  respective  fields 
of  usefulness.  Our  subject  has  been  a worker  in 
both  iron  and  wood,  and  as  a wheelwright  and  a 
blacksmith  has  been  known  far  and  wide  through- 
out Monroe  and  adjacent  counties.  He  has  now 
partially  retired  from  these  active  trades,  but  his 
reputation  for  good  workmanship  lingers,  and 
work  that  requires  both  care  and  skill  still  seeks  his 
well-known  shop. 

Mr.  Trach  was  born  in  Northampton  county, 
Penn.,  November  23,  1835,  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Anna  (Hinev)  Trach,  and  the  grandson  of  Mich- 
ael and  Soloma  (Cope)  Trach.  His  maternal 
grandparents  were  Michael  and  Susannah  Hiney. 
Both  grandparents  were  old  settlers  of  Northamp- 
ton county.  Michael  Hiney  was  a life-long  farmer 
of  that  county.  Michael  Trach  was  by  trade  a pot- 
ter, and  closed  his  active  and  useful  career  at 
Moorestown,  Pennsylvania. 

Jacob  Trach,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Northampton  county,  in  1802.  He  there 
grew  to  manhood,  and  acquired  the  trade  of  a 
weaver,  which  he  followed  through  life.  He  was. 
a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  died  in 
1845,  and  was  buried  at  Moorestown,  Penn.  His 
widow  subsequently  married  David  Smith,  of 
Monroe  county,  Penn.  She  survived  her  hus- 
band three  years,  and  died  at  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject in  1875,  ag'ed  seventy-three  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  is  buried 
in  Pleasant  Valley  cemetery.  The  children  of 
Jacob  and  Anna  Trach  were  as  follows:  Helen, 
who  married  John  Hofif,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Michael,  a farmer  of  Indiana,  who  married  Levina 
Smith ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Edward  Craver,  of  Car- 
bon county,  and  is  now  deceased ; Elias,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Maria,  who  married  Lawrence 
Smith,  and  is  now  deceased,  and  Sarah,  wife  of 
John  Smith,  of  Springtown,  New  Jersey. 

When  a boy  our  subject  came  with  his  mother 
to  Ross  township,  Monroe  county.  He  remained 
at  home  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm  until  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  when  he  began  an  appren- 
ticeship at  the  blacksmith  shop  of  Jonas  Serfass. 
A year  later  Mr.  Serfass  gave  up  the  business,  and 
the  young  apprentice  then  worked  for  two  years 
with  David  Krechel,  at  Kunkletown.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  with  his  trade  acquired,  and  with 
faith  in  the  future,  our  subject  united  his  fortunes 
with  Miss  Christina  Correll.  They  were  married 
in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county  No- 
vember 9,  1856.  Mrs.  Trach  was  born  in  Eldred 
township,  Monroe  county,  January  19,  1839, 

daughter  of  Jacob  and  Susannah  Correll.  Jacob 
Correll  was  a well-known  farmer  of  Monroe 
county,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  had  lived  to  good 
old  ages.  He  died  in  1882  aged  eighty-three  years; 
his  wife  survived  until  1885,  passing  away  at  the 


age  of  eighty-three  years.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Reuben,  who  married  Salina  Boyer; 

.Elizabeth,  widow  of  Peter  Hawk  (now  deceased)  ; 
Charles,  who  married  Eliza  Bushkirk,  and  is  now 
deceased;  Adam,  who  married  Levina  Tittle,  and, 
later,  Sarah  Mixsell,  and  is  now  deceased ; Maria, 
who  died,  the  wife  of  John  Stetter;  Christina,  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  Salina,  who  married  Charles 
Bachman,  and,  later,  Godfrey  Green;  Jacob,  who 
married  Maria  Boyer,  and  Susanna,  who  died,  the 
wife  of  James  Schoch. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  started  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  at  Trachville,  Carbon  county.  He 
remained  there  two  years,  then  came  to  his  pres- 
ent residence  at  Pleasant  Valley,  which  he  has 
ever  since  made  his  home.  His  marriage  has  been 
blessed  with  the  following  children : Jacob,  a 
blacksmith  of  Moosic,  Penn.,  who  married  Annetta 
Altimose;  Peter  F.,  who  died  young;  Fannie,  wife 
of  Peter  Metzer,  a farmer  of  Kunkletown,  Penn. ; 
George,  a minister,  who  married  Martha  Plalton, 
and  now  lives  at  Mannington,  W.  Va. ; David,  a 
physician,  who  married  Edna  Kunkle,  and  lives  at 
Ivresgeville ; Anna,  at  home ; Flora,  wife  of  Joseph 
Radeline,  of  Lehigh  county;  John,  a medical  stu- 
dent at  Kresgeville ; and  Maggie  E.,  deceased. 

During  his  long  residence  of  more  than  forty 
years  at  Pleasant  Valley,  Mr.  Trach  has  built  and 
established  for  himself  a character  and  reputation 
that  is  the  synonym  of  sterling  and  substantial 
worth.  He  has  followed  the  line  of  general  farm- 
ing, and  the  anvils  at  his  shop  have  rung  with 
merry  and  continuous  music.  He  has  been  through 
life  an  active  member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  for  many  years  served  as  a deacon  and  an 
elder  in  the  congregation.  Pie  has  ever  been 
alive  to  the  mental  and  moral  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity  in  which  he  lives,  and  for  several  terms  he 
served  as  school  director.  In  politics  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, but  his  political  affiliation  was  not  of  that 
character  which  led  him  to  seek  public  life.  His 
own  business  affairs  offered  to  him  the  more  at- 
tractive and  inviting  field,  save  that  he  was  ever 
ready  to  respond  and  contribute  his  time  and  abili- 
ties to  causes  for  the  general  good.  He  is  a pro- 
gressive citizen,  and  in  the  line  of  his  own  indi- 
vidual work  has  kept  fully  abreast  with  the  times, 
besides  maintaining  a familiarity  with  subjects  of 
current  interest  and  value.  In  brief,  Mr.  Trach  is 
a typical  • representative  of  prominent  and  success- 
ful citizenship,  and  his  busy  and  fruitful  life  illus- 
trates the  possibilities  of  intelligence  and  continued 
effort. 

PETER  ECIvHART,  Jr.,  one  of  the  most  en- 
ergetic and  enterprising  citizens  of  Shohola  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  is  a native  of  Pike  county,  having 
been  born  upon  his  present  farm  March  5,  1868. 

Peter  Eckhart,  Sr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Hessen,  Germany,  January  18,  1827,  and  in 
that  country  learned  the  mason’s  and  builder’s  trade. 
After  following  it  for  a short  time  in  his  native 
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Province  he  came  to  the  New  World  and  found  em- 
ployment in  J laltimore,  Md.,  and  Albany,  N.  W 
Wishing  to  settle  down,  he,  in  company  with  an 
older  brother,  purchased  233  acres  of  wood  land 
in  Shohola  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  from  the  j 
wild  tract  developed  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
locality.  When  his  sons  were  old  enough  they  were 
set  to  work  clearing  the  land  and  attending  to  the 
general  farming,  while  the  father  was  employed  at 
liis  trade.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  held 
several  of  the  township  offices,  including  that  of 
tax  collector.  He  died  November  7,  1896,  honored 
and  respected  bv  all  who  knew  him.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  were  active  members  of  the  German  Luth- 
eran Church.  He  was  married  in  Shohola  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  1 lipsman,  who  is  still  living  on  the  old 
homestead.  They  have  five  children:  George  F., 
who  married  Julia  Buck,  and  is  a mason  at  Barry- 
ville,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Katie,  wife  of  Jacob  J. 
Ruegger,  a railroad  employe,  residing  at  Matamoras, 
Pike  county ; Valentine  C.,  who  married  Susan 
Heyer,  and  is  a mason  and  contractor  at  Congers, 
Rockland  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Peter,  of  this  sketch,  and 
Charles  W.,  who  is  represented  elsewhere. 

Peter  Eckhart,  Jr.,  remained  at  home  until  after 
his  marriage,  December  27,  1890,  with  Miss  Justine 
C.  Keller.  They  have  one  son,  Harold  C.,  born 
July  30,  1897.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they  re- 
moved to  Congers,  Rockland  Co.,  N.  i.,  where  our 
subject  found  work  with  his  brother  as  a mason  and 
contractor.  At  the  end  of  six  years,  however,  he 
returned  to  Shohola  township,  Pike  county,  and  now 
occupies  the  old  homestead  consisting  of  11 6j4 
acres,  fifty  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  In  1896 
he  erected  a handsome  twelve-room  house  upon  the 
place,  valued  at  $3,000,  and  here  he  intends  to  enter- 
tain city  boarders  during  the  summer  months.  Po- 
litically he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party; 
religiously  both  he  and  his  wife- are  members  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church. 

George  Keller,  Mrs.  Eckhart’s  father,  was  a 
native  of  Baden,  Germany  and  when  a boy  came  to 
America.  After  working  for  some  time  in  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  he  located  in  Shohola  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  married  Miss  Josephine 
Kreiter,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  children : 
William,  who  wedded  Mary  Rugger,  and  is  a stone 
mason  of  Barryville,  N.  Y. ; Frank,  who  wedded 
Mary  Palmer,  and  is  a farmer  in  Parkers  Glen,  Sho- 
hola township : Eugenia,  wife  of  Dunham  Gregory, 
a liveryman  at  Milford,  Penn.;  Justin  C.,  who  was 
born  September  22,  1865,  and  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  our  subject,  and  Carrie,  wife  of  George  Haas, 
a farmer  of  Shohola  township.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  when  Mrs.  Eckhart  was  a child  of  six 
years,  and  the  mother  is  now  the  wife  of  Valentine 
Hipsman.  Her  parents  were  Franz  and  Christana 
(Hassen)  Kreiter,  natives  of  Bavari^,  Germany. 
Her  father  was  born  January  13,  1806,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  the  territory  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  then  un- 
der the  French  rule.  Of  his  eight  children  five 
reached  years  of  maturity,  namely:  Catherine,  born 


in  1832,  is  now  the  wife  of  Jacob  Persbacker,  fore- 
man on'  the  Erie  railroad  and  a resident  of  Shohola 
township,  Pike  county,  where  he  owns  a large  farm  ; 
Josephine,  born  December  6,  1840,  is  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Eckhart;  Barbara,  born  February  13,  1842,  is 
the  widow  of  Charles  Classe,  and  a resident  of  Alle- 
gheny. Penn.;  John  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  in  South  Carolina, 
being  murdered  on  the  battlefield,  and  Elizabeth 
(deceased)  was  born  September  29,  1845,  an<4  was 
the  first  wife  of  Valentine  Hipsman. 

WILLIAM  SHOTWELL  WINTERMUTE, 
deceased.  Among  the  men  whose  enterprise  and 
foresight  helped  to  develop  the  resources  of  this 
section  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  formerly  a leading 
resident  of  Stroudsburg,  is  especially  deserving  of 
honorable  mention.  As  the  pioneer  brick  manufac- 
turer of  Monroe  county  his  connection  with  business 
interests  was  notably  helpful,  while  in  non-com- 
mercial lines  his  influence  was  no  less  potent,  every 
movement  for  the  welfare  of  the  community  receiv- 
ing from  him  sympathy  and  support.  For  nearly 
half  a century  he  made  his  home  in  Stroudsburg,  and 
so  closely  was  he  identified  with  the  best  interests  of 
the  place  that  his  death,  on  October  10,  1879, 
caused  profound  grief  among  all  classes  of  people,  to 
whom  his  name  had  become  a synonym  for  manly 
endeavor. 

Mr.  Wintermute  derived  his  sterling  qualities 
of  character  from  good  Colonial  ancestry,  his  family 
having  resided  in  New  Jersey  for  several  genera- 
tions. Peter  Wintermute,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  married  Esther  Rhodes,  and  they  had  sev- 
eral children,  among  whom  was  a son  Charles. 

Charles  Wintermute,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  August  16,  1784,  and  made  his  home  in  Still- 
water township,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.  He  married 
Susannah  Shotwell,  who  was  born  in  the  same  local- 
ity on  January  6,  1789,  and  went  to  Eavette  county, 
Penn.,  when  only  five  years  old,  her  father,  Hugh 
* Shotwell,  taking  his  family  across  the  mountains 
in  a wagon  drawn  by  a team  of  oxen.  In  1809 
Charles  Wintermute  went  to  Fayette  county,  and 
he  and  Miss  Shotwell  were  married  after  a brief 
acquaintance,  the  ceremony  being  performed  No- 
vember 20,  of  that  year.  He  immediately  returned 
to  New  Jersey  with  his  voting  bride,  the  entire 
journey  being  accomplished  on  horseback.  His 
death  occurred  February  21,  1868,  and  his  wife  died 
March  15,  1874.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of 
thirteen  children.  (2)  Joseph  R.,  born  October  25, 
1811,  was  married  March  21,  1840,  to  Judith  A. 
Wolfinger,  and  died  December  19,  1864.  (3)  Ro- 
setta A.,  born  September  19,  1813,  was  married, 
March  24,  1853,  to  George  S.  Smith.  (4)  Hugh  S„ 
born  April  18,  1816,  was  married,  November  8.  1840, 
to  Mercy  Luce  and  died  April  2,  1869.  ( 3 ) Esther, 

bi  a n April  26,  1818,  was  married,  January  3',  1843, 
to  Aaron  Mitchel  and  died  July  13,  1888;  her  hus- 
band’s death  occurred  July  15,’  1888.  (6)  John  S„ 
3om  June  2,  1819,  married  Sarah  Linaberrv  Mav 
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9,  1847,  and  died  March  13,  1885.  (7)  George, 

born  May  1,  1821,  was  married,  April  18,  1850,  to 
Sarah  Middlesworth.  (8)  Caroline,  born  February 
6,  1823,  died  May  9,  1898,  was  married,  February 
26,  1845,  to  John  Mitchel.  (9)  Charlotta,  born  No- 
vember 26,  1824,  married  Reuben  Randolph  No- 
vember 15,  1847.  (IO)  Abigail  R.,  born  June  6, 
1826,  married  Cummins  O.  Harris  March  4,  1847, 
and  died  April  28,  1892.  (11)  Howel  G.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1828,  died  September  20,  1831.  (12) 

Alice  A.,  born  September  5,  1829,  married  William 
Willetts  December  27,  1855.  (13)  Oliver  B.,  born 

March  15,  1832,  married  Alice  Tunison  March  24, 
i855- 

William  S.  \V  intermute  was  born  September  30, 
1810,  near  Stillwater,  N.  J.,  where  his  youth  was 
mainly  spent.  He  learned  the  brick  maker’s  trade 
during  a brief  residence  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  on 
March  4,  1836;  located  in  this  section.  For  a few 
years  he  leased  the  Peter  Hollinshead  farm,  west  of 
Stroudsburg  (later  owned  by  Henry  Kantz),  where 
with  his  sister  Esther  as  his  housekeeper  he  followed 
farming  and  brick  making,  having  one  kiln  on  the 
place.  About  1843  removed  to  town  and  began 
the  manufacture  of  brick,  which  he  successfully  con- 
tinued as  a permanent  occuoation.  For  a number 
of  years  be  was  extensively  engaged  in  that  business 
both  in  Stroudsburg  and  East  Stroudsburg,  and  all 
of  the  first  brick  buildings  there,  including  the  old 
courthouse,  county  office  and  many  others,  were 
made  of  bricks  of  his  manufacture.  During  the 
second  remarkable  freshet  from  which  Stroudsburg 
suffered,  on  October  4,  1869,  his  home,  in  common 
with  several  others,  was  undermined  and  destroyed, 
his  residence  being  one-half  of  the  edifice  erected 
by  him  on  the  site  of  old  Fort  Penn,  of  Revolution- 
ary fame.  He  soon  afterward  rebuilt  it,  enlarging 
it  to  more  than  double  its  former  size,  and  it  is  per- 
haps one  of  the  best  and  most  substantially  built 
edifices  in  town,  having  the  foundation  laid  from  the 
bottom  of  the  wash-out,  twenty-three  feet  below  the 
level  of  the  pavement. 

Mr.  Wintermute  became  a Republican  when 
that  party  was  forjued,  and  in  his  day  was  one  of  the 
influential  workers  in  the  local  organization,  being 
entrusted  with  many  borough  offices,  including  those 
of  chief  burgess  (four  years),  town  councilman 
and  school  director,  which  he  held  at  different  times 
for  a number  of  years,  as  his  eminently  practical 
judgment  and  good  sense  made  his  services  of  value. 
He  loved  peace,  and  consistently  avoided  contention 
and  strife,  often  enduring  wrong  rather  than  resent 
it.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  living  members  of  Fort 
Penn  Lodge  No.  134,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  his  funeral 
was  largely  attended  by  the  members.  In  his  vouth 
he  united  with  the  Christian  Church  of  Johnsons- 
burg,  N.  J.,  and  throughout  his  life  lie  manifested  by 
his  conduct  the  reality  of  his  faith.  On  October  30, 
1841,  he  married  Eliza  Fowler,  by  whom  he  had 
four  children,  viz. : Susan,  Esther,  Charles  and 

Mary. 

(1)  Susan  was  married,  December  15,  1880,  to 


Henry  T.  Van  Iderstine,  of  Passaic,  N.  J.,  and  bad 
one  daughter,  Lida  W.,  born  August  15,  1884. 
Henry  T.  Van  Iderstine,  son  of  Tunis  and  Sallie 
Van  Iderstine,  was  born  in  Saddle  River  township, 
Bergen  Co.,  N.  J.,  September  29,  1827.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  First  Reformed  (Dutch) 
Church  of  Broadway,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  remained 
an  active  member,  holding  the  office  of  deacon.  By 
trade  he  was  a coachmaker,  and  he  conducted  this 
business  many  vears  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  retiring 
about  middle  age,  owing  to  declining  health.  His 
death  occurred  in  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  February  15, 
1893,  and  bis  remains  were  taken  to  Passaic,  N.  J., 
for  interment  in  the  cemetery  attached  to  the  First 
Reformed  Church  of  that  place. 

(2)  Esther  was  married,  January  22,  1880,  to 
Dr.  William  James  Gulick,  of  North  Lansing,  N.  Y., 
who  was  born  at  Lacon,  Marshall  Co.,  111.,  January 
22,  1844,  son  °f  Williamson  and  Charlotte  (Van 
Buskirk)  Gulick.  His  father  died  in  1846,  and  his 
mother  afterward  married  Charles  Henry,  who 
was  several  times  sheriff  of  Monroe  county,  Penn. 
Losing  his  father  at  the  age  of  two  years,  Dr.  Gu- 
lick became  the  ward  of  his  grandfather,  William 
Van  Buskirk,  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  Co., 
Penn.,  who  educated  him.  In  1862  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  A. 
Reeves  Jackson,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  on  graduating 
from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  11, 
1865,  he  located  at  Nanticoke,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  for  three  vears. 
He  then  removed  to  Venice  Centre,  Cayuga  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  later  to  North  Lansing,  Tompkins  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  continued  successfully  for  thirteen 
years.  In  1881  he  removed  to  Stroudsburg,  where 
he  enjoyed  a large  practice  up  to  the  beginning  of  bis 
last  illness,  caused  by  lobar  pneumonia.  He  died 
September  20,  1891,  aged  forty-seven  years,  seven 
months,  and  twenty-eight  davs,  deeply  mourned  by 
a large  circle  of  friends,  and  among  the  many  ex- 
pressions of  sorrow  called  forth  by  the  event  was  the 
following  obituary  in  the  Jeffersonian.  “Mr. 
Editor : — I desire  to  pay  a small  tribute  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Dr.  William  J.  Gulick.  I was  personally 
acquainted  with  him  through  all  the  vears  of  his 
life,  and  never  has  it  been  mv  experience  to  know 
a more  honorable  man.  He  was  a skillful  physician, 
giving  all  his  leisure  hours  to  the  careful  study  of 
the  profession  he  had  chosen  and  loved  so  well,  mak- 
ing him  a safe  counselor.  As  a friend  he  was  stanch 
and  true  in  the  fullest  sense,  and  so  kindly  disposed 
and  high-souled  that  he  would  not  stoop  to  retaliate 
upon  an  enemy.  Gradually  he  arose  above  the  petty 
circumstances  of  life,  coming  out  of  the  crucibie 
tried,  with  a soul  purified  and  elevated.  In  his  home 
he  was  a tender  loving  husband,  appreciating  wife 
and  friends,  ancl  finding  his  great. happiness  at  his 
own  fireside.  In  a practice  of  twenty-six  years,  when 
called  upon  he  never  stopped  to  consider  whether 
rich  or  poor,  but  gave  the  same  earnest  attention  to 
all  alike.  The  life  of  Dr.  William  J.  Gulick  fully 
merits  the  lines  of  Robert  Burns : 
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An  honest  man  has  gone  to  rest 
As  e’er  God  with  his  image  blest; 

The  friend  of  man,  the  friend  of  truth, 

The  friend  of  age,  the  guide  of  youth;  * 

Few  hearts  like  his,  with  virtue  warm’d, 

Few  heads  with  knowledge  so  inform'd, 

If  there’s  another  world,  he  lives  in  bliss; 

If  there  is  none,  he  made  the  best  of  this. 

A Friend.” 

Esther  \\  . Gulick,  after  'lie  death  of  her  hus- 
band, took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and  on  May  0, 
1896,  she  graduated  with  honor  from  the  Woman’s 
Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia.  In 
that  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  law  required  a State 
examination  also  before  graduates  could  practice 
medicine,  and  she  took  the  required  examination  at 
Harrisburg,  Penn.,  receiving  a diploma.  On  De- 
cember 1,  1896,  site  accepted  a position  as  resident 
physician  in  the  Lying-in  Charity  Hospital  at 
Eleventh  and  Cherry  streets,  Philadelphia,  where  she 
served  acceptably  one  year. 

(3)  Charles,  only  son  of  William  S.  Winter- 
mute,  learned  the  brick  making  trade,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  business  with  his  father  for  many  years. 
Like  his  father  he  is  a stanch  Republican  and  an 
excellent  citizen. 

(4)  Mary  was  married,  March  11,  1886,  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  to  William  E.  Hogan,  of  Lynch- 
burg, Va.,  and  now  resides  in  New  York  City. 

Mrs.  Eliza  (Fowler)  Wintermute  was  born 
September  3,  1813,  and  died  September  29,  1872, 
aged  fifty-nine  years.  She  was  a devout  Christian, 
and  throughout  her  life  was  a consistent  member  of 
the  Hicksite  branch  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  to 
which  her  three  daughters  also  belonged.  Her 
father,  William  Fowler,  was  born  August  27,  1767, 
and  died  July  21,  1852.  He  was  married  first,  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1799,  to  Elizabeth  Sands,  who  was  born 
September  24,  1776,  and  died  November  21,  1813, 
at  6 :30  A.  M.  By  this  marriage  there  were  five  chil- 
dren ; Daniel  S.,  born  September  22,  1799,  was 
married  December  5,  1830,  to  Hannah  Carey,  and 
died  March  27,  1879;  Jane  B.,  born  December  7, 
1801,  married  John  Yerkes,  of  Spring  Mills,  Penn., 
and  died  January  21,  1862;  William,  Jr.,  born  Au- 
gust 16,  1806,  was  married  October  13,  1844,  to 
Amanda  Queer,  and  died  November  27,  1897;  Ma- 
riann,  born  August  8,  1808,  was  married  September 
20,  1838,  to  John  H.  Ware,  and  died  January  7, 
1892  ; and  Eliza  became  Mrs.  Wintermute.  Of  these 
Daniel  S.,  William,  Jr.,  and  Mariann  removed  in  1836 
from  Stroudsburg  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  then 
known  as  “the  far  West,”  the  journey  being  made 
by  wagon  and  lasting  two  weeks.  By  his  second 
marriage,  to  Mrs.  Phebe  Adams,  William  Fowler, 
Sr.,  had  three  children. : Susan  S.,  born  February 
28,  1817,  was  married  June  7,  1849,  to  William 
Smiley,  and  died  November  3,  1896;  Alexander  A., 
born  January  13,  1819,  was  married  November  19! 
1845,  to  Maria  Rafferty  ; Sally  Ann  P.,  born  No- 
vember 13,  1821,  was  married  November  30,  1851, 
to  Jesse  B.  Sharp,  and  died  April  2,  1887,  at  Clarks- 
ton,  Michigan. 


Elizabeth  -Sands,  first  wife  of  William  Fowler, 
Sr.,  was  a daughter  of and  Cornelia  (Carpent- 

er)’ Sands,  and  one  of  her  sisters,  Mrs.  Caleb  Tunis, 
resided  near  White  Hall,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Fowler’s  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Timothy  Carpenter,  had  three 
children : Zeno,  Zoroaster  and  Cornelia. 

GEORGE  FIOLBERT,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  successful  agriculturists  of  Pike 
county,  is  the  owner  of  a beautiful  farm  in  Lacka- 
waxen  township.  His  methods  of  farm  manage- 
ment show  deep  scientific  knowledge  combined  with 
sound  practical  judgment,  and  the  results  show  that 
high-class  farming  as  an  occupation  can  be  made 
profitable  as  well  as  pleasant. 

Mr.  Holbert  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  highly  respected  families  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State,  his  great-grandfather  Holbert  hav- 
ing come  to  Wayne  county  prior  to  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  Learning  that  the  Indians  had  planned  a 
raid  on  his  locality,  he  started  for  a settlement  far- 
ther south,  driving  his  cattle  before  him,  while  his 
wife  paddled  down  the  Delaware  in  a canoe.  He 
was  overtaken  by  the  Red  men,  however,  and  cap- 
tured, but  was  released  when  peace  was  restored-. 

Benjamin  Holbert,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county, 
December  25,  1782,  and  died  May  24,  1856.  Dur- 
ing his  lifetime  he  followed  farming  and  lumbering 
in  that  county,  rafting  the  logs  down  the  Delaware 
river  to  market.  He  wedded  Mary  Rider,  also  a 
native  of  Pike  county,  and  to  them  were  born  ten 
children,  all  now  deceased,  namely:  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  John  Barnes,  of  Wayne  county;  William,  also  a 
resident  of  Wayne  county;  Joseph  G.,  father  of  our 
subject;  Catherine,  wife  of  John  Grey;  Martha  J., 
wife  of  William  G.  Stanton  ; Stephen  Decatur  and 
Benjamin  F.,  both  of  whom  died  when  young  men; 
Mary,  wife  of  Benjamin  H.  Rose,  of  Milford,  Penn. ; 
Frederick  R.  and  Albert  J. 

Joseph  G.  Holbert,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  at  Westcolang,  Lackawaxen  township.  Pike 
county,  March  2,  1803,  and  in  that  township  spent 
his  entire  life  as  a farmer  and  •lumberman,  dying 
there  May  14,  1848.  The  old  homestead  stood  at 
an  eddy  in  the  Delaware  river,  commonly  spoken 
of  as  Holbert’s  Bend,  and  after  his  marriage  the 
father  built  a home  of  his  own  about  two  miles  far- 
ther down  the  river,  of  which  the  huge  fireolace  and 
a considerable  portion  of  the  log  sides  still  stand. 
In  Pike  county  he  married  Miss  Sabra  Brown,  who 
was  born  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county, 
March  22,  1803,  a daughter  of  George  and  Eleanor 
(Decker)  Brown,  and  died  April  13,  1882.  The 
children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows : 
Elizabeth  is  now  the  widow  of  Moses  Cole,  and  a 
resident  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  Josephine  is  the 
wife  of  C.  B.  Lishey,  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county.  \\  illiam,  a tanner,  farmer  and  lumberman, 
fii  st  married  Emma  Pool,  and  for  his  second  wife 
uedded  Elizabeth  Hornbeck ; he  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine  years.  Benjamin  D.  married  Miranda 
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Haggarty;  when  a young  man  he  was  for  seven 
years  an  engineer  at  Kimble,  Pike  county,  and  died 
in  that  county,  March  6,  1898,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five.  George,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  next  in 
the  family.  John,  a resident  of  Buckingham  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  married  Catherine  Lassley,  and 
is  engaged  in  farming,  dairying,  lumbering  and  the 
flag-stone  business.  Franklin  is  a resident  of  Lack- 
awaxen  township,  Pike  county,  and  is  represented 
elsewhere.  Thomas  Jefferson,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven  years,  married  Mary  Stewart,  and  they 
lived  at  Big  Equinunk,  Wayne  county;  he  was  for 
some  years  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  Beach 
Lake,  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county,  and  was  fore- 
man of  a tannery  for  many  years.  Mary,  born  March 
7,  1843,  was  married,  January  8,  1873,  to  Randall 
W.  Kelley,  who  was  born  in  Lackawaxen  township, 
Pike  county,  December  29,  1835,  and  by  him  she  has 
had  three  children — Wilbert,  Edith  (deceased)  and 
Lana;  Mr.  Kelley  served  in  the  Union  army  during 
the  Civil  war,  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
at  Kimble,  Pike  county,  for  some  years,  but  now 
devotes  his  entire  time  to  farming.  Lana,  the 
youngest  of  the  Holbert  family,  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years. 

In  the  above  mentioned  log  house  in  Lacka- 
waxen township,  Pike  county,  George  Holbert  was 
born  March  25,  1834,  and  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  he  acquired  the  greater  part  of  his 
education,  attending  school  at  Milford,  Penn.,  for 
one  winter.  He  now  owns  370  acres  of  the  old 
homestead,  sixty  of  which  are  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation  and  well  improved.  Here  he  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming,  and  still  de- 
votes some  attention  to  lumbering.  His  political 
support  is  always  given  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
has  most  acceptably  filled  the  offices  of  auditor  and 
assessor.  Religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
earnest  and  faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  and  trustee. 

In  1882  Mr.  Holbert  married  Miss  Phoebe 
Adelza  Brown,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Catherine 
(Sherwood)  Brown;  she  died  September  3, 
1888,  leaving  one  daughter,  Phoebe,  who  was  born 
August  16,  1888.  On  April  27,  1892,  Mr.  Holbert 
married  Miss  Ella  Remsen,  by  whom  he  has  one 
daughter,  Effie  Mildred,  born  September  13,  1895, 
and  one  son,  Walter  E.,  born  October  10,  1898. 
Rev.  James  R.  Remsen,  Mrs.  Holbert’s  father,  was 
born  January  19,  1827,  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  educated  for  the  Bap- 
tist ministry.  He  engaged  in  preaching  in  New 
York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  but  for  some 
years  prior  to  his  death  was  unable  to  attend  to  act- 
ive Church  work.  He  was  widely  and  favorably 
known  both  in  Wayne  and  Pike  counties,  where  he 
had  had  several  charges,  and  his  death  occurred  at 
Honesdale,  in  1898.  In  New  York  City  he  married 
Miss  A.  A.  Hunt,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Eliza 
(Low)  Hunt,  and  granddaughter  of  Benjamin 
Low,  who  was  a graduate  of  Princeton  College,  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  New  Brunswick  College. 


The  children  born  to  Rev.  Remsen  and  wife  were: 
Maria,  now  the  wife  of  Aaron  Fowler,  a gristmill 
superintendent  at  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Ella,  wife  of 
our  subject ; John  E.,  a physician  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
who  married  Rena  Gaylord,  a native  of  Aldenville, 
Clinton  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn. ; Fred  C.,  an 
engineer  at  Brooklyn ; Mary,  wife  of  Ward  Hall, 
of  Honesdale,  Penn. ; Grace,  who  lives  with  her  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Holbert ; Anna,  a school  teacher  of  Pike 
county,  and  Harrietta,  a school  teacher  of  Wayne 
county. 

HARRY  PETERS  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  "Peters  House,”  a first-class  hotel  in  all  its  ap- 
pointments, pleasantly  situated  at  Bushkill,  Pike 
county,  only  a half  mile  from  the  Delaware  river, 
two  miles  from  Bushkill  Falls,  where  the  water  falls 
ninety  feet  into  a beautiful  glen,  and  about  the  same 
distance  from  Pond  Run  Falls. 

The  business  was  commenced  here  in  1861  by 
the  father  of  our  subject,  who  erected  a hotel  con- 
taining about  ten  sleeping  rooms  ; but  it  has  been  en- 
larged and  improved  from  time  to  time  until  it  is 
now  a handsome  structure  containing  seventy-five 
rooms,  supplied  with  water  and  all  the  accessories  of 
a model  hotel.  It  is  only  twelve  miles  from 
Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  railroad,  also  the  New  York  & Susque- 
hanna railroad,  and  thirty  miles  from  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  now  most  successfully  conducted 
by  our  subject,  his  brother  Edward  and  their  mother. 
They  also  have  an  excellent  farm  of  100  acres  under 
cultivation,  from  which  they  supply  their  table  with 
fresh  vegetables  which  are  much  better  than  the 
markets  afford. 

Harry  Peters  was  born  at  his  present  home 
April  12,  1859,  a son  of  Charles  R.  and  Elizabeth 
(Coolbaugh)  Peters,  the  former  of  whom  was  also 
born  and  reared  at  the  old  home.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  May  26,  1819.  In  addition 
to  his  hotel  business  the  father  also  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  at  the  polls  he  always  support- 
ed the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party. 
LTpright  and  honorable  in  all  things,  he  gained  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  all  who  knew  him.  He 
died  December  2,  1867,  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  and 
was  buried  in  Bushkill  cemetery.  The  mother 
makes  her  home  with  her  sons.  In  the  family  were 
five  children : Edwin,  who  is  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  with  our  subject;  Elizabeth  and  John,  de- 
ceased ; Harry,  of  this  review,  and  Van  C.,  who  mar- 
ried Eva  Knighton,  and  is  engaged  in  the  tannery 
business  in  Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

The  first  of  the  Peters  family  to  come  to  Amer- 
ica was  the  great-great-grandmother  of  our  subject, 
who  sailed  from  Holland,  her  native  land,  with  her 
three  sons,  Peter,  John  and  Henry,  and  located  in 
Philadelphia  where  they  were  sold  to  pay  their  pas- 
sage. Peter  Peters  became  the  father  of  five 
children,  namely : John,  George,  Henry,  Betsy  and 
Polly.  Of  these,  Henrv  Peters,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  married  in  Middle  Smithfield  township. 
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Monroe  county,  to  Sarah  Gonzales,  then  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  shortly  afterward  they  removed  to 
IJushkill,  the  present  home  of  the  family,  where  he 
served  as  postmaster  many  years,  and  was  engaged 
in  lumbering  and  farming.  I lc  died  March  27, 
18^7,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  his  wife  in 
1890,  at  the  extreme  age  of  ninety-six,  and  both 
were  buried  in  Bushkill  cemetery.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  the 
grandfather  was  a Democrat  in  politics.  I heir  chil- 
dren were:  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  March,  1857* 

aged  fifty-five  years;  Elsa,  deceased  wife  of  Hon. 
Henry  H.  La  Bar,  associate  judge;  Charles  R., 
father  of  our  subject;  Delinda  P.,  deceased  wife  of 
Hon.  Henry  S.  Mott;  Maria  L.,  who  died  August 
2,  1899;  Catherine,  widow  of  Frank  Eilenberg,  and 
a resident  of  Bushkill ; Samuel  G.,  who  is  repre- 
sented elsewhere,  and  William  N.,  a retired  mer- 
chant of  Easton,  Penn.,  who  married  Lena  Mackey. 

Harry  Peters  grew  to  manhood  at  his  parents 
home,  and  in  January,  1881,  at  Bushkill,  married 
Miss  Adelaide  Quick,  a native  of  that  place,  and  a 
daughter  of  Webb  and  Sarah  E.  (Heller)  Quick. 
Three  children  bless  this  union : Charles  E.,  AA’al- 

ter  G.  and  Adelaide  L. 

DAVID  C.  TRACH,  M.  D.  The  study  of 
biography  yields  in  point  of  interest  and  profit  to  no 
other  study,  for  it  is  here  that  we  learn  how  success 
has  been  achieved,  the  plans  that  have  been  followed, 
the  methods  that  have  been  pursued.  In  the  life 
record  of  Dr.  Trach  are  contained  many  valuable  les- 
sons, showing  what  may  be  accomplished  by  young 
men  in  this  free  country,  though  they  have  no  capital 
with  which  to  start  out  on  life’s  journey.  Through 
his  own  efforts  he  has  risen  to  a position  of  prom- 
inence among  his  professional  brethren,  and  now 
enjoys  a large  and  lucrative  practice  in  Kresgeville, 
Monroe  county,  and  surrounding  country.  , 

The  Doctor  was  born  May  9,  1867,  at  Gilberts, 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  where  his 
father,  Elias  Trach,  who  is  represented  elsewhere, 
still  resides.  Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  our  sub- 
ject obtained  his  primary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen entered  the  Fairview  Academy,  at  Brodheads- 
ville,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  at  intervals  for 
three  years,  in  the  meantime  teaching  school  at 
Middle  Creek  and  Gilberts,  Monroe  county,  to  earn 
the  money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  own  educa- 
tion. He  also  clerked  in  a mercantile  store  at 
AVeissport  for  one  year,  and  learned  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  of  his  father.  It  was  his  father’s  desire  that 
he  should  remain  at  home,  but  he  had  determined  to 
adopt  the  medical  profession  as  his  life  work,  and 
for  one  and  one-half  years  studied  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Dr.  E.  A.  Gearhart,  at  Kresgeville.  He  then 
attended  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Baltimore,  Mel.,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1891,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  successfully 
engaged  in  active  practice  at  Kresgeville.  He  not 
only  paid  for  his  own  education,  which  cost  about 


$[,800,  but  purchased  his  present  comfortable  home 
at  the  same  price,  and  now  has  money  out  at  interest. 
He  has  that  true  love  for  his  work,  without  which 
there  can  be  no  success,  and  has  always  been  a pro- 
gressive physician,  constantly  improving  on  his  own 
and  others’  methods  and  gaining  further  encourage- 
ment and  inspiration  from  the  performance  of  each 
day's  duties.  The  Doctor  has  served  as  school  di- 
rector and  gives  support  to  the  Democratic  party. 
Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  socially  he  affiliates  with  the  Patriotic  Order 
Sons  of  America  and  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Eagle. 

At  Kresgeville,  May  27,  1891,  Dr.  Trach  mar- 
ried Miss  Edna  E.  Kunkle,  a native  of  that  place, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children : Miriam 
F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  three 
months ; Ruth  C. ; and  Thomas  Latimer  K. 

William  Kunkle,  Mrs.  Trach’s  father,  was  born 
on  the  old  family  homestead  in  Polk  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  August  8,  1841,  a son  of  John  and  Sallie 
(Kresge)  Kunkle.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  on  leaving  the  parental  roof,  in  1861, 
located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Polk  township. 
He  has  met  with  success  in  his  life  work  and  is  now 
quite  well-to-do.  He  is  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  In  Polk  township  he  was  married,  Febru- 
ary 28,  1859,  to  Eleanor  Keller,  who  was  born  in 
Northampton  county,  Penn.,  February  13,  1838,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Lucy  A.  Keller,  also  natives 
of  that  county,  whence  they  came  to  Polk  township, 
Monroe  county,  in  1848.  Her  father,  who  was  a 
miller  by  trade,  died  here  in  1888,  aged  seventy- 
three  years,  the  mother  in  1898,  aged  eighty-three, 
and  both  were  buried  in  the  Trachsville  cemetery. 
They  were  members  of  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran 
Churches,  respectively.  Their  children  were  La- 
vine,  a blacksmith  of  Polk  township ; Eleanor, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Trach  ; Maria,  wife  of  George  Detot, 
of  Kansas  City,  Mo. ; Edwin,  a farmer  of  Polk  town- 
ship, Monroe  county ; Susannah,  wife  of  Henry 
Roth,  of  Slatington,  Penn. ; Jane,  wife  of  Samuel 
AVolfe,  of  Kresgeville ; and  Henry,  Lewis  and 
Oliver,  all  deceased.  Children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kunkle  as  follows : Emeline,  deceased ; Cath- 
erine, wife  of  Jacob  Sebring,  a farmer  of  Carbon 
county,  Penn.;  Elmira,  deceased;  James,  a farmer 
of  Minnesota;  Alvin,  who  married  Clara  Christman, 
and  resides  in  Coplay,  Penn. ; Sarah,  deceased  wife 
of  Alvin  Santee ; Lillian,  wife  of  John  Fletcher,  who 
conducts  a bakery  in  Sayre,  Penn. ; AVilliam,  at 
home;  Edna  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Frances,  de- 
ceased; Sulie,  a resident  of  Nazareth,  Penn. ; Jennie, 
deceased  ; and  Cora  and  Clinton,  both  at  home. 

J.  AA  ALIER  HURST,  one  of  the  most  thor- 
ough and  systematic  general  farmers  of  AVestfall 
township,  Pike  county,  was  born  in  Pottsville, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Penn.,  November  17,  1848,  a son  of 
Benjamin  L.  and  Frances  (AVagner)  Hurst. 

The  father  was  born  in  England  May  8,  1819, 
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whence  in  1824  he  was  brought  to  America  by  his 
parents,  John  and  Mary  (Lees)  Hurst,  who  settled 
in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  they  spent  their 
remaining  years,  the  former  following  mining. 
Benjamin  L.  was  the  eldest  of  their  three  children, 
the  others  being:  Sarah  B.,  a resident  of  Hazelton, 
Penn.;  and  Mary  J.,  wife  of  William  James  of  the 
same  place.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared 
in  the  coal  regions  of  Luzerne  county,  and  from  the 
age  of  eighteen  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  May  26,  i8qo,  he  was 
employed  as  a railroad  engineer,  being  the  oldest 
in  America  when  called  from  this  life.  The  mother 
was  born  August  17,  1817,  on  a part  of  the  present 
farm  of  our  subject,  and  died  February  14,  i88n. 
Her  parents  were  Frederick  and  Catherine  (Ken- 
ard)  Wagner,  natives  of  Holland,  who  on  coming  to 
this  country  located  at  Plains,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  her  father  engaged  in  farming.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Peter;  Paul;  William;  James;  Ziba; 

Frances;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Stark;  Margaret  A., 
wife  of  William  Gardner ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Appel ; and  Louise,  wife  of  C.  Stark,  a brother 
of  James.  Our  subject  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth 
in  a family  of  four  children,  the  others  being  as  fol- 
lows: James,  who  married  Juliette  Piatt,  and  was 
drowned  December  2,  1868;  and  William  and  Mary 
J.,  who  are  living  together  on  a part  of  the  old  home 
farm. 

In  1864  J.  Walter  Hurst  came  with  his  mother 
to  his  present  farm,  which  she  had  purchased  a few 
years  previously,  and  upon  which  her  son  James  lo- 
cated when  it  was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness. 
Prior  to  this  time  our  subject  had  worked  in  a stone 
quarry  for  one  year,  but  since  then  has  devoted  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits 
with  most  gratifying  results.  In  connection  with 
his  brother  and  sister  he  owns  400  acres  of  valuable 
land,  mostly  covered  with  timber.  He  is  an  exten- 
sive reader,  and  is  well  posted  on  the  leading  ques- 
tions and  topics  of  the  day,  and  is  a supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party. 

At  Dingman’s  Ferry,  Pike  county,  September 
20,  1882,  Mr.  Hurst  wedded  Miss  Mary  A.  Holden, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  Holden.  She  was  a 
native  of  Lancashire,  England,  and  died  August  13, 
1896,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years,  being  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  of  Ellenville,  Lister  Co.,  N.  Y. 
The  children  born  of  this  union  were:  Harry  L., 
deceased:  and  Frank  B.,  Walter  B.,  Frances  M.  and 
Daniel,  all  at  home. 

S.  R.  HAZELTON  finds  an  appropriate  place 
in  the  history  of  those  men  of  business  and  enter- 
prise in  Pike  county,  whose  force  of  character, 
whose  sterling  integrity,  whose  fortitude  amid  dis- 
couragements, whose  good  sense  in  the  management 
of  complicated  affairs  and  marked  success  in  estab- 
lishing large  industries  and  bringing  to  completion 
great  schemes  of  trade  and  profit  that  contributed  in 
an  eminent  degree  to  the  development  of  the 
vast  resources  of  this  section  of  the  State.  His 


career  has  not  been  helped  by  accident  or  luck,  or 
wealth  or  family  or  powerful  friends.  He  is,  in- 
deed, a self-made  man,  being  both  the  architect  and 
builder  of  his  own  fortune. 

Richard  Hazelton,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and 
when  a young  man  came  to  America,  afterward  en- 
gaging in  farming  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.  There 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Thorp,  a native  of  Philadelphia.  Their  son,  Phin- 
eas  Flazelton,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Sterling  township  (now  Dreher),  Wayne  county, 
March  10,  1841,  and  died  February  2,  1889.  He 
was  married  in  Salem  township,  that  county,  to 
Miss  Mary  Hopps,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mar- 
tha (Dilworth)  Hopps.  Pier  maternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Anthony  and  Martha  (Hanna)  Dilworth. 
Her  father,  Samuel  Hopps,  was  born  in  County 
Armagh,  Ireland,  of  Scotch-English  ancestry,  and 
came  to  the  New  World  in  1850,  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Greene  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  also  worked  at  his  trade, 
that  of  a gunsmith.  He  died  in  January,  1881, 
his  wife  in  August,  1874.  Our  subject  is  the  eldesr 
child  in  his  father's  family,  the  others  being  as  fol- 
lows: George  W.,  born  July  20,  1867,  married  Cora 
Ebber,  and  lives  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; F.  G.,  born 
July  29,  1869,  married  Margaret^  Gilpin,  and  lives 
in  Greene  township,  Pike  county ; .Sarah  M.,  born 
March  26,  1871,  is  living  in  Stroudsburg,  Monroe 
Co.,  Penn. ; P.  T.,  born  May  10,  1873,  is  employed  in 
western  Pennsylvania;  E.  E.,  born  March  7,  1875, 
makes  his  home  with  our  subject,  and  assists  in  the 
lumbering  business;  Lizzie  A.,  born  June  13,  1877, 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Sanders,  of  Greene  township, 
Pike  county;  and  Augusta  L.,  born  July  2,  1880, 
lives  with  our  subject. 

S.  R.  Hazelton  was  born  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  October  26,  1865,  and  when  a mere 
boy  found  employment  in  the  lumber  woods.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  purchased  a half- 
interest in  a mill  and  timber  tract  in  Dreher  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  commonly  known  as  the  Owl 
Hoot  property,  and  this  establishment  he  continued 
to  operate  for  some  years.  On  the  death  of  his 
parents  the  care  of  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters 
fell  upon  him,  and  through  his  efforts  the  family 
were  kept  together  until  old  enough  to  provide  for 
themselves.  Selling  the  Owl  Hoot  property  in  1892, 
he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Green- 
town,  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  but  since  1894 
he  has  rented  his  store.  In  the  latter  year  he  pur- 
chased a half-interest  in  a lumber  plant,  consisting 
of  2,700  acres  of  timber  land,  on  which  he  erected, 
at  his  own  expense,  a sawmill  which  the  firm  has 
since  operated,  being  engaged  in  sawing  lumber  and 
in  the  manufacture  of  umbrella  handles,  dowels,  etc. 
The  plant  is  built  in  a pleasant  valley  of  Palmyra 
township,  Pike  county,  and  is  surrounded  by  a dense 
forest ; in  fact  there  is  sufficient  timber  on  the  leased 
lands  to  keep  the  mill  busy  for  the  next  eight  years. 
The  mill  turns  out  one  million  feet  of  sound  lumber 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


574 


yearly,  besides  thousands  of  umbrella  handles,  etc., 
and  in  the  past  three  years  this  establishment  has 
sold  $25,000  worth  of  dowels.  During  the  winter 
season  thirty-five  men  are  employed,  besides  almost 
as  many  teams,  and  during  the  contract  season  these 
numbers  are  nearly  doubled.  Besides  this  business 
Mr.  Hazelton  is  also  interested  in  the  Gouldsboro 
Ice  Company  at  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county,  and  has 
met  with  marked  success  in  all  his  undertakings. 
He  erected  an  elegant  home  in  1896,  and  in  time 
hopes  to  convert  his  place  into  a resort  for  tourists 
as  this  locality  abounds  in  rabbits,  pheasants,  foxes, 
etc.,  besides  larger  game,  and  the  many  streams  and 
ponds  are  well  stocked  with  fish. 

On  June  8,  1894,  at  Lopez,  Sullivan  Co.,  Penn., 
Mr.  Hazelton  married  Miss  Esther  E.  Grurr^p,  a 
daughter  o'f  Rev.  C.  W.  and  Catherine  (Highlind) 
Crump,  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  by  the 
bride’s  father,  who  is  a Methodist  Protestant  min- 
ister. Her  parents  are  both  natives  of  Pike  county, 
and  in  their  family  are  the  following  children : Ger- 
shum,  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Ashley,  Penn. ; 
Esther  E.,  who  was  born  August  13,  1872,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Clara,  wife  of  Walter 
Reynolds,  formerly  a resident  of  Wayne  county, 
now  a Methodist  Protestant  minister  having  a 
charge  at  Laketon,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn. ; Arvilla, 
at  home;  Nettie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years; 
and  Ida,  Charles,  Lizzie  and  Granville,  all  at 
home.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hazelton:  Gershum,  who  was  born  July  23, 
1895,  and  died  September  28,  1895  ; Katharine,  born 
April  14,  1896;  and  Dorothea,  born  April  17,  1898. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hazelton  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  he  has  capably  filled  some 
minor  offices,  while  he  is  now  serving  on  the  school 
board  and  as  postmaster  at  Crosses,  to  which  posi- 
tion he  was  appointed  November  16,  1897.  Socially 
he  has  been  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  since  1892,  and  the  Patriotic  Order 
Sons  of  America  since  1895  ; religiously  he  and  his 
wife  are  leading  members  of  and  active  workers  in 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  at  East  Sterling, 
Wayne  county. 

WALTER  VETTERLEIN,  an  enterprising 
agriculturist  of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  is 
the  owner  of  a fine  farm,  and  his  management  of  the 
estate  is  marked  by  the  scientific  knowledge  and 
skill  which  characterize  the  modern  farmer. 

Our  subject  comes  of  a good  old  German  family, 
his  grandfather  being  August  Vetterlein,  a native 
of  Saxony,  where  he  was  married  and  always  re- 
mained employed  in  the  manufacture  of  porcelain 
ware.  The  father,  Henry  Vetterlein,  was  born  in 
Saxony,  in  1831,  and  on  his  emigration  to  this  coun- 
try, in  1856,  located  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
was  employed  for  three  years  as  an  assistant  in 
beautifying  Central  Park.  He  then  purchased  a 
farm  on  Long  Island,  but  after  engaging  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  a short  time  he  sold  out  and 
embarked  in  the  flour  and  feed  business  in  New 


York  City.  In  1876  he  removed  to  Palmyra  town- 
ship, Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  bought  a farm,  and 
with  his  son  spent  his  remaining  days.  In  New 
York  City  he  married  Miss  Henrietta  Miller,  also  a 
native  of  Saxony,  Germany,  who  died  in  1857- 
I-Iis  death  occurred  in  Palmyra  township,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1888. 

Walter  Vetterlein  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
May  11,  1856,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
was  a valuable  assistant  in  all  his  father’s  undertak- 
ings, and  when  the  latter  died  he  took  charge  of  the 
farm  in  Palmyra  township,  where  he  is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  both  general  farming  and  dairying. 
This  place  consists  of  two  hundred  acres,  about  one- 
third  of  which  is  tillable  and  under  excellent  culti- 
vation. In  connection  with  the  operation  of  his 
farm  Mr.  Vetterlein  also  acts  as  agent  for  farming 
implements  and  fertilizers. 

In  Palmyra  township  Mr.  Vetterlein  was  mar- 
ried by  Rev.  B.  Krusi,  a German  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, to  Miss  Wilheimina  Buehler.  Her  parents, 
Christopher  and  Catherine  (Gardner)  Buehler,  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
and  the  children  that  grace  their  union  are:  Fred- 
ericka,  wife  of  Lewis  Singer,  a farmer  of  Palmyra 
township;  Frederick, who  is  married  and  is  employed 
in  a steel  mill  in  Chicago,  111. ; Wilheimina,  who  was 
born  April  5,  1871,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Katie,  the  wife  of  Peter  Falter,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ; and  William,  who  is  employed  as  a machinist 
in  that  city.  The  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife  are : Henry,  Frederica,  Louise,  Alma  and 
Hildegard. 

In  the  exercise  of  his  elective  franchise  Mr. 
Vetterlein  supports  the  Democracy,  and  on  his  party 
ticket  he  has  been  elected  to  the  offices,  of  school  di- 
rector, township  clerk,  assessor,  collector  and  treas- 
urer, also  a member  of  the  election  board,  all  of 
which  incumbencies  he  has  most  creditably  and  sat- 
isfactorily filled.  Religiously  he  holds  membership 
in  the  German  Presbyterian  Church,  and  socially 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  a branch  order 
of  the  American  Mechanics. 

CHARLES  LOTTS  FRANK,  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  enterprising  agriculturists  of 
Blooming  Grove  township,  Pike  county,  was  born 
in  Saxony,  Germany,  August  4,  1840,  and  is  a son 
of  Ernst  Ferdinand  and  Caroline  Frank.  The  father 
was  also  a native  of  Saxony, born  in  1800,  and  in  that 
country  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  flutes  and 
other  musical  instruments  until  the  emigration  of 
the  family  to  America  in  1851.  Locating  in  Bloom- 
ing  Grove  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  he  purchased 
property,  and  to  some  extent  engaged  in  farming, 
though  he  still  continued  to  make  musical  instru- 
ments, New  \ork  offering  a ready  market  for  the 
same.  He  died  in  that  township  May  9,  1876;  his 
widow  passed  away  December  10,  1897. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children:  Augusta,  deceased  wife  of  Jacob 
Averley,  of  Paupack  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.; 
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William,  a molder  by  trade,  who  is  living  near 
Bloomlngfield,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J. ; Herman,  who  died 
.at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Fritz,  widow  of 
Peter  Felter,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Caroline,  wife  of 
Peter  Wimtz,  of  Scranton,  a shoemaker  by  trade; 
Tillie,  widow  of  John  Reed,  of  Scranton;  Rosa, 
widow  of  George  Lewis,  of  the  same  place ; Charles 
Louis,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Bertha,  wife  of 
Francis  Singer,  of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county; 
Gust,  who  married  a Miss  Blooss,  and  is  living  in 
Blooming  Grove  township ; and  Louisa,  widow  of 
Conrad  Miller,  of  Blooming  Grove  township. 

Charles  Louis  Frank  was  eleven  vears  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  the  New  World,  and  after  locating  in  Blooming 
Grove  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  he  assisted  his 
father  in  lumbering  and  clearing  the  land,  preparing 
it  for  farm  work.  Throughout  his  entire  business 
career  he  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in 
1865  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a farmer. 
Pie  is  now  the  owner  of  a good  farm  of  fifty-six 
acres,  much  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  while  his 
wife  has  a tract  of  about  the  same  size.  He  has  no 
specialty,  but  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  and 
the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his  place  denotes 
his  careful  supervision  and  unremitting  industry, 
Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  religiouslv  holds  membership  in  the  German 
Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Frank  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  with  Miss  Margaretta  Staphaus,  by 
whom  he  had  nine  children,  namely:  Emily,  a resi- 
dent of  Jersey  City,  N.  J. ; Ferdinand,  a lumberman, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; 
Philip,  who  is  also  a lumberman  of  Wyoming 
county ; Rosy,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; 
Francis,  who  is  living  at  home  and  assists  in  the 
farm  work;  Fritz,  also  at  home;  Louis,  who  died 
in  childhood;  and  Fred  and  Mary,  who  both  died 
when  young.  The  mother  of  these  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  March  21,  1884,  and  in  1890  Mr.  Frank 
married  Mrs.  Caroline  (Delling)  Ploss,  widow  of 
John  Ploss.  She  is  also  a native  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  when  a child. 

JOHN  STARK,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  is  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  which  his  industry  and  judicious  manage- 
ment have  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Stark  was  born  January  5,  1850,  at  his 
present  homestead,  and  is  of  German  ancestry. 
John  P.  Stark,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who 
was  born  in  Germany,  November  18,  1782,  came  to 
America  in  1836,  with  his  wife  Mary  and  their 
children,  and  after  spending  one  year  in  New  York 
removed  to  this  section,  locating  at  the  present 
homestead.  He  died  there  March  27,  1875,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  born  October  18,  1786,  died  May 
25,  1858.  They  had  the  following  children:  Henry, 
who  married  Dora  Smith;  Rachel  (Mrs.  Iveno)  ; 
Mary  E.  (Mrs.  John  Watson)  ; Elizabeth  (Mrs. 
Jacob  Stickler)  ; Angeline  (Mrs.  Jacob  Zimmer), 


and  John  P.,  Jr.,  our  subject’s  father,  all  of  whom 
died  in  America. 

John  P.  Stark,  Jr.,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  June  4,  1827,  in  Germany,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  early  manhood  with  his  parents.  After  one 
year  in  New  York  he  came,  in  1837,  to  the  present 
farm,  where  he  followed  agriculture  many  years, 
his  death  occurring  March  14,  1894.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  serving  in  various  township  offices,  while  he 
was  also  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church.  He  was  married  in 
Dingman  township  to  Miss  Margaret  Stark  (no 
relation),  who  was  born  January  25,  1824,  and  died 
September  16,  1891,  the  remains  of  both  being 
interred  in  Milford  cemetery.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren : Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Bridge,  a 
farmer  in  Dingman  township  ; and  John. 

Mr.  Stark,  our  subject,  has  always  resided  at 
the  old  homestead,  and  he  is  much  esteemed  as  a 
citizen.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  at  times 
he  has  been  called  to  serve  in  various  offices,  includ- 
ing those  of  township  supervisor  and  inspector  of 
elections.  On  February  22,  1880,  he  was  married 
at  Woodtown,  Pike  county,  to  Miss  Hattie  E.  Wood, 
a native  of' Pike  county,  and  daughter  of  Bradner 
and  Elizabeth  (Meadow)  Wood,  who  now  reside 
upon  a farm  at  Woodtown.  She  died  August  16, 
1882,  and  May  7,  1885,  Mr.  Stark  was  married  at 
Port  Jervis  to  Miss  Ida  Barnes.  By  the  first  mar- 
riage he  had  one  son,  George  W.,  born  August  16, 
1882,  who  is  at  home,  and  by  the  second  marriage 
there  were  five  children:  Charles  H.,  born  May  25, 
1886;  Mabel  S.,  January  19,  1888;  John  P.,  Decem- 
| ber  12,  1889;  Mary  C.,  November  12,  1891,  and 
James  E.,  January  25,  1897. 

Mrs.  Ida  (Barnes)  Stark  was  born  February  3, 
1S61,  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  D.  Barnes,  and  a granddaugh- 
ter of  John  and  Elizabeth  (ITolbert)  Barnes,  who 
settled  on  a farm  in  Pike  county  at  an  early  day.  Her 
father  was  born  February  27,  1833,  near  Honesdale, 
and  died  February  14,  1884.  being  buried  at  Beach 
Pond.  He  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Smith,  who  was 
born  August  17,  1836,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Jane  (DeWitt)  Smith,  of  Wayne  county,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Samuel  Smith,  of  Germany;  she  now 
resides  with  our  subject.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  Stephen  D.  and  Marv  E.  Barnes : Rosalphea,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Alonzo  O.,  deceased:  Ida,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Clarissa  L.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Fred- 
ick  M.,  a stone  mason  at  Honesdale,  who  married 
Estella  Eldron ; Frank  H.,  deceased;  and  Olive  M., 
deceased. 

WILLIS  TUTPIILL,  a leading  dairyman  and 
enterprising  citizen  of  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike 
county,  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Hawley, 
May  16,  i860.  His  grandfather,  Alexander  Tuthill, 
was  born,  reared  and  married  in  New  York  State, 
and  there  the  birth  of  his  children  also  occurred. 
By  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and  lumberman. 
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Alexander  Tuthill,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  New  't  ork  State,  January  1 8,  1822, 
and  died  November  i<S,  1897*  When  a young  man 
lie  located  ill  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  was  for  many 
years  employed  in  a tannery  at  Hawley,  and  was  a 
boatman  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal  for  sev- 
eral years.  1 le  was  married  in  Honesdale,  Penn., 
July  4,  1846,  to  .Miss  Caroline  Milham,  daughter  of 
John  and  Charity  Milham,  both  natives  of  New 
Jersey.  The  children  born  of  this  union  are  as  fol- 
lows: Edward,  a resident  of  Hawley,  first  married 
Lucretia  Barnard,  and  for  his  second  wife  wedded 
Agnes  Destin ; George  has  also  been  twice  married 
and  lives  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.;  John  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years ; Willis  is  next  in  the  order  of 
birth;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Stephenson,  of 
Hawley;  and  Marvin  married  Edith  King,  and  re- 
sides in  Dunmore,  Pennsylvania. 

Willis  Tuthill  received  a district-school  educa- 
tion, and  at  the  early  age  of  ten  years  began  to  pro- 
vide for  himself,  at  first  working  as  a chore  boy  for 
neighboring  farmers,  while  later  he  was  employed 
for  some  years  by  a large  lumber  firm  in  caring  for 
their  horses.  He  then  rented  a farm  in  Lackawaxen 
township,  Pike  county,  near  Hawley,  for  three 
years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  purchased  the 
same,  consisting  of  fifty-one  acres,  twenty  of  which 
are  under  excellent  cultivation.  He  has  a valuable 
orchard  upon  his  place,  and  is  engaged  in  general 
farming,  but  gives  the  greater  part  of  his  attention 
to  dairying,  having  twenty  cows,  and  finding  a ready- 
market  for  the  milk  in  Hawley. 

On  March  16,  1880,  at  Hawley,  Mr.  Tuthill 
was  married  by  Rev.  Williams,  a Methodist  Episco- 
pal minister,  to  Miss  Hannah  J.  Baisden,  who  was 
born  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  February  18,  1857, 
a daughter  of  John  J.and  Mary  ( Schoonmaker)  Bais- 
den. Her  grandfather,  John  M.  Baisden,  was  a na- 
tive of  England,  where  he  married  Tamer  Percal, 
and  in  1834  they  came  to  America  and  located  at 
Kingston,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  John 
J.  Baisden,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Tuthill,  was  born  in 
Chatham,  England,  August  22,  1832,  grew  to  man- 
hood in  New  York  City,  and  for  some  time  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Brooklyn  Navy  yard,  where  he  learned 
the  trade  of  ship  building.  Later  he  come  to  Haw- 
ley, Penn.,  and  embarked  in  the  biulding  of  canal 
boats  on  property  he  purchased  in  Lackawaxen  town- 
ship, Pike  county.  Here  he  built  up  a flourishing- 
business,  and  soon  had  a little  settlement  on  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal,  known  as 
Baisdenville.  From  Pike  county  he  removed  to 
Rondout  (now  Kingston),  N.  Y.,  where  he  still 
carries  on  an  extensive  ship  building  business,  hav- 
ing two  yards.  At  that  place  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Schoonmaker,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Hannah 
(Wolsey)  Schoonmaker,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children : Mary  and  Tamer, 
who  both  died  young:  Hannah  J.,  the  wife  of  0111- 
subject;  Sarah  I.,  wife  of  James  G.  Fowler,  of 
Sleightsburg,  N.  Y. : Martha  A.,  wife  of  Albert  M. 
Cooper,  of  New  Salem,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y. ; John  S., 


who  married  Ella  Heins,  and  is  foreman  in  his 
father's  shipyard;  Charles  E.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Lewis  H.,  who  married  Jennie  Birdsley,  and  is  a 
boatbuilder  at  Baisdenville,  Lackawaxen  township, 
pike  Co.,  Penn.;  William  N.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
and  Walter  M.,  a resident  of  Edgewater,  N.  J.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tuthill  have  five  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows  : Caroline  I.,  July  28, 
1881  ; Mary  E.,  September  11,  1883  ; Hattie  D.,  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1888;  Charles  H.,  April  5,  1891  ; and  Mabel 
[.,  October  5,  1895. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Tuthill  is  a Republi- 
can, and  socially  has  been  a member  of  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men  ever  since  the  lodge  was  or- 
ganized at  Hawley,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Junior 
Order  of  American  Mechanics.  With  his  wife  and 
two  eldest  daughters  he  holds  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Hawley,  and  the 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  social  circles  of 
the  community. 

EMILE  SCHANNO,  deceased.  The  beautiful 
scenery  and  fertile  soil  of  this  section  have  attracted 
many  of  the  thrifty  sons  of  France,  whose  artistic 
tastes  enable  them  to  appreciate  the  charm  of  its 
picturesque  hills  and  valleys.  The  subject  of  this 
memoir,  founder  of  the  “Hotel  Schanno,”  in  Ding- 
man  township.  Pike  county,  was  a man  of  marked 
culture  and  refinement,  and  while  the  practical  busi- 
ness sagacity  so  characteristic  of  his  race,  enabled 
him  to  establish  a profitable  enterprise,  the  hotel  and 
grounds  show  that  in  his  selection  of  an  abiding 
place  he  was  actuated  by  a keen  sense  of  the  beau- 
tiful. 

The  late  Emile  Schanno  was  born  July  22,  1827, 
at  Turckheim,  in  the  province  of  Alsace,  then  a part 
of  France,  and  was  a descendant  of  an  old  and 
highly-esteemed  family  of  that  locality.  The  name 
was  formerly  Jeannot,  originating  in  the  south  of 
France,  the  spelling  having  been  changed  during  a 
flight  to  Switzerland  in  the  revolution  of  ’93,  by  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  Joseph  Jeannot,  or  Schanno. 
Francois  Joseph  Schanno,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a man  of  wealth  and  influence,  and 
he  died  at  the  old  home  in  Alsace  in  1866,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-five ; his  wife,  Hergel  Reine, 
died  in  1872,  aged  eightv-six.  They  had  four 
children : Joseph,  Anna,  Reine  and  Emile,  the  eld- 
est son  being  named  Joseph  in  accordance  with  a rule 
which  has  been  followed  in  the  family  for  seven 
generations. 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  only  member  of  the 
family  to  come  to  America,  was  engaged  in  business 
ii\  his  native  land  for  many  years,  owning  a flour 
mill  and  several  tracts  of  vineyards,  and  as  may  be 
judged  was  a man  of  means  and  influence.  He  was 
prominent  in  civic  affairs,  serving  as  mayor  of 
lurckheim,  and  was  also  president  of  the  Game- 
keepers  Association  in  Alsace.  However,  he  lost  his 
propei  ty  in  1870,  during  the  trouble  between  France 
and  Germany,  and  after  the  conquest,  in  order  to 
spare  his  son  from  German  military  service,  he  de- 
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termined  to  come  to  America,  in  the  hope  also  of  re- 
trieving his  lost  fortune,  emigrating  to  the  United 
States  in  1876.  He  settled  in  Dingman  township, 
Pike  county,  upon  the  present  homestead  of  his 
children,  where  he  established  a summer  hotel, 
known  as  the  “Hotel  Schanno.”  He  was  too  in- 
dependent to  take  aid  from  his  friends,  though  he 
had  many  both  in  France  and  America,  and  his  own 
regret  was  that  he  was  not  able  to  do  better  by  his 
children.  Air.  Schanno  died  at  his  home  in  Ding- 
man  May  21,  1883,  and  his  estimable  wife,  Caroline 
Kroell,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Alsace  on  Janu- 
ary 23,  1857,  survived  him  but  two  years,  passing 
away  April  19,  1885,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  She 
was  also  a native  of  France,  and  her  parents,  Chris- 
tophe  and  Madelaine  (Heinrich)  Kroell,  were  people 
of  prominence,  her  father  being  the  owner  of  a very 
large  estate.  To  Emile  and  Caroline  Schanno  the 
following  children  were  born : Aliss  Anna,  who 
resides  at  the  homestead  ; Joseph,  a farmer  in  Ding- 
man  township;  Paid,  who  married  Louise  Flocjuet, 
and  is  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  New  York 
City;  Charles  Leon  and  Louise,  who  are  not  mar- 
ried, and  reside  at  the  farm.  The  family  are  Catho- 
lics in  religious  belief.  Air.  Schanno's  political 
sympathies  were  with  the  Republican  party. 

All  of  our  subject’s  children  were  carefully 
educated  abroad,  and  the  impress  of  generations  of 
cultured  ancestry  is  manifest  in  their  charming  man- 
ner. The  Schanno  place  comprises  about  thirty- 
seven  acres  of  land,  and  is  located  three  miles  from 
Alii  ford  on  the  banks  of  the  Raymondskill,  the  Ray- 
mondskill  Falls  being  only  a half  mile  distant.  The 
locality  is  famous  for  its  fine  roads,  and  coaching 
parties  often  drive  over  from  Port  Jervis,  thirteen 
miles  away,  and  from  Delaware  Water  Gap.  The 
locality  is  unique,  and,  a land  mark  of  its  true 
French  character,  “Hotel  Schanno”  is  known  to  the 
best  of  New  York’s  society  as  "Little  Delmonico”  be- 
cause of  the  excellence  of  the  table,  all  the  appoint- 
ments being  first-class.  Although  in  the  heart  of 
a valley,  it  is  possible  for  business  men  to  reach  their 
office  therefrom  at  all  hours  through  the  long-dis- 
tance telephone.  At  present  the  hotel  is  far  from 
adequate  to  accommodate  all  guests  who  apply  in 
summer,  as  there  are  but  twenty  rooms.  Being- 
most  comfortable  in  winter  as  well  as  in  summer, 
even-one  takes  an  impression  with  him  of  having- 
been  in  a home,  not  a hotel,  surrounded  by  beauties 
of  nature  never  to  be  forgotten. 

SxA.AILTEL  POSTEN  (deceased)  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Price  township,  Alonroe  county.  He  was 
a native  of  the  county,  born  in  Stroud  township,  in 
1825,  and  was  a son  of  Elihu  and  Eleanor  Posten, 
who  in  1832  located  in  Price  township,  where  our 
subject  grew  to  manhood.  In  1849  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Aliss  Alargaret  Yeisley,  who  was  born 
in  Alonroe  county,  Penn.,  in  1822,  a daughter  of 
Peter  and  Catherine  (Transue)  Yeisley.  The  grand- 
father was  a native  of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to 
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this  country  located  in  Bucks  county,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  some  years,  and  then  removed  to  Alon- 
roe county,  locating  on  the  farm  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, where  his  son  John  Yeisley  now  resides. 

After  his  marriage,  Air.  Posten  purchased  the 
Harrison  Sebring  property  in  Price  township,  on 
which  he  made  many  valuable  and  useful  improve- 
ments, continuing  to  carry  on  general  farming  there 
until  called  from  this  life  in  Alarch,  1877.  He  was 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  took  quite 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  politics,  most 
creditably  serving  as  county  commissioner  of  Alon- 
roe county  for  two  terms,  and  filling  a number  of 
other  township  offices,  such  as  supervisor,  collector, 
assessor  and  school  director.  He  was  a man  of 
upright,  Christian  character,  honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  and  his  wife  united  with 
the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  early  in  their  mar- 
ried life,  and  always  took  an  active  part  in  all  Church 
work. 

Having  no  family  of  their  own,  this  worthy  cou- 
ple adopted  Annie  Turner,  who  was  born  in  Price 
township,  in  1875,  a daughter  of  John  and  Susan 
(Yeisley)  Turner,  and  a granddaughter  of  John 
A'eisley.  Since  her  mother's  death  in  March,  1877, 
she  has  made  her  home  with  Mrs.  Posten,  who  reared 
her  in  a careful  manner,  and  provided  her  with  a 
good  public-school  education.  In  January, . 1892, 
she  married  Perry  Turner,  of  Barrett  township, 
Alonroe  county,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children,  Florence  and  Ruth.  They  have  spent  their 
entire  married  life  on  the  old  homestead  with  Airs. 
Posten,  and  are  of  great  comfort  and  help  to  her  in 
her  declining  years. 

Airs.  Posten  is  an  amiable  Christian  lady  of 
kind  heart  and  noble  impulses,  whose  kindly  face  is 
often  seen  at  the  home  of  her  neighbors  in  times  of 
sickness  or  distress,  and  her  words  of  comfort  anj. 
acts  of  kindness  have  cheered  many  a sick  and 
despondent  soul  in  the  community  in  which  she 
lives.  Her  married  life  was  most  exemplary,  for 
she  was  a loving  wife  and  true  helpmeet  to  her  hus- 
band in  times  of  adversity  as  well  as  prosperity. 

JOSEPH  C.  BRANNING,  one  of  the  most 
wide-awake  and  enterprising  business  men  of  Laclc- 
awaxen  township,  Pike  county,  has  shown  in  his  suc- 
cessful career  that  he  has  the  ability  to  plan  wisely 
and  execute  with  energy,  a combination  which,  when 
possessed  by  men  in  any  walk  of  life,  never  fails  to 
effect  notable  results. 

Mr.  Branning  comes  from  an  old  and  honored 
Wayne  county  family.  His  grandfather,  Jacob 
Branning,  though  a native  of  the  Empire  State, 
passed  most  of  his  life  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-three years.  Here  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ellen  Lashley,  a native  of  Damascus 
township,  Wayne  county. 

Aloses  D.  Branning,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Damascus  township,  April  15,  1822,  and  for 
many  years  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  Wayne 
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county,  also  extensively  engaged  in  lumbering,  but 
for  several  years  lie  has  practically  lived  retired, 
finding  a pleasant  home  with  our  subject.  In  Sulli- 
van county,  N.  Y.,  lie  married  Ellen  Carpenter,  and 
of  the  children  born  to  them,  Joseph  C.  is  the  eldest; 
Sarah  Jane  is  now  the  wife  of  James  Hornbeck,  an 
excelsior  manufacturer  at  Equinunk,  Wayne  county  ; 
Ophelia  is  the  wife  of  Wells  Lester,  a carpenter  of 
Equinunk;  William  Frank,  a farmer  of  Berlin 
township,  Wayne  county,  married  Sophia  Brink- 
man,  and  Susie  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Hiller,  a farmer 
of  the  same  township. 

Joseph  C.  Branning  was  born  in  Damascus 
township,  Wayne  county,  December  n,  1845,  but 
was  reared  in  Berlin  township,  where  his  parents 
located  when  he  was  a mere  child.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  lie  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  for  several  years  followed  that  calling  in 
Berlin  township.  After  his  marriage  he  removed  to 
Buckingham  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a farmer  and  lumberman  for 
twenty  years,  and,  as  a jobber  in  the  lumber  woods 
during  the  winter  months,  he  gave  employment  to 
manv  men.  Coming  to  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike 
county,  in  1887,  he  rented  two  large  farms,  a saw  and 
planing  mill,  bought  all  the  timber  on  4,500  acres  of 
land,  and  opened  a small  general  store.  Here  he 
has  since  carried  on  operations  along  these  various 
lines,  overseeing  the  entire  business,  and  in  this  un- 
dertaking he  has  prospered,  the  winter  of  1897-98 
proving  the  most  successful  in  regard  to  the  amount 
of  timber  cut.  He  still  owns  260  acres  of  land  in 
Wayne  county,  most  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 
Socially  Mr.  Branning  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  and  politically  is  a strong  Republican. 
For  six  years  he  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily 
served  as  supervisor  of  Buckingham  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  has  been  postmaster  at  West- 
colang,  Pike  county,  since  the  office  was  established 
six  years  ago. 

On  May  1,  1867,  Mr.  Branning  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Hornbeck,  who  was  born 
in  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county,  February 
27.  1849,  a daughter  of  Jason  and  Rebecca  (Cole) 
Hornbeck.  Her  father  was  born  near  Milford, 
Penn.,  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed  that 
occupation  in  Pike  and  Wayne  counties  through- 
out life.  In  Lackawaxen  township  he  married  Miss 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  John  Cole,  whose  family  was 
originally  from  New  Jersey.  Five  children  blessed 
tins  union:  John,  who  died  in  infancy;  Elizabeth, 

wife  of  Franklin  Holbert,  a farmer  of  Lackawaxen 
township : Tames  K.,  who  married  Sarah  Jane  Bran- 
ning, a sister  of  oui*  subject,  and  operates  an  excel- 
sior factory  in  Equinunk,  Wayne  county;  Mary 
Alice,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Mary,  wife  of  our 
subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Branning  have  had  seven  chil- 
dren, namely : Gertrude  E.,  born  May  23,  1869, 

was  married  April  20,  1887,  to  Edward  Barnes,  a 
blacksmith  of  Big  Equinunk,  Wayne  county;  Car- 
rie, born  March  16,  1872,  is  a music  teacher;  Fred, 


born  December  16,  1873,  died  October  1,  1874;  Roy, 
born  January  26,  1877,  died  March  4,  1880;  Mabel, 
born  September  25,  1881,  died  October  31,  1881 ; 
and  Lulu,  born  November  2,  1882,  and  Edna,  born 
October  u,  1886,  are  both  at  home. 

GEORGE  PI.  BANKS  has  for  several  years 
carried  on  both  farming  and  school  teaching  in 
Greene  township,  Pike  county,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  able  educators  as  well  as  one  of  the 
most  thorough  and  skillful  agriculturists  of  the  lo- 
cality. He  was  born  August  5,  1855,  on  a farm 
which  now  forms  a part  of  his  present  homestead. 

Samuel  and  Mary  (Stott)  Banks,  parents  of 
our  subject,  were  both  natives  of  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, and  came  with  their  respective  parents  to 
America  in  1844,  but  were  not  acquainted  at  that 
time.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were 
Rev.  William  and  Elizabeth  Banks,  the  former  a 
cabinet  maker  and  local  preacher.  He  came  to  this 
country  in  the  interest  of  the  Howe  Company,  land 
agents  residing  in  England,  and  paid  William  Fitz 
Howe  one  dollar  for  a deed  to  100  acres  of  land. 
He  made  his  home  upon  the  present  farm  of  our 
subject,  and  his  first  residence  here  was  built  of 
planks  which  he  sawed  with  a whipsaw.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  His  children  were 
William  and  James,  both  deceased;  Martha,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Reuben  Hanes ; Ann,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Crothers ; Sarah,  wife  of  Reuben 
Hanes;  Samuel,  father  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth, 
deceased  wife  of  Albert  Carlton ; and  Mary,  widow 
of  John  Carlton.  At  about  the  same  time  the  pater- 
nal grandparents  came  to  the  Lhiited  States,  and  the 
maternal  grandparents,  James  and  Susan  Stott,  of 
England,  also  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  became  resi- 
dents of  Chester  county,  Penn.,  where  the  grand- 
father followed  weaving.  They  had  nine  children : 
John ; Joseph  ; James  ; Ellis,  the  only  one  to  locate  in 
Greene  township,  Pike  county;  William;  George; 
Sarah,  wife  of  John  Gleddle ; Ellen,  who  married 
John  Gledhill,  and  remained  in  England;  and  Mary, 
the  mother  our  subject. 

Samuel  Banks,  our  subject’s  father,  came  on 
the  home  farm  with  his  parents,  and  in  his  younger 
days  followed  cabinet  making  and  school  teaching  in 
Greene  township,  but  later  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a man  of  prominence 
in  his  community  and  held  a number  of  township 
offices,  including  those  of  school  director  and  poor 
master.  He  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  his  wife  in  February,  1894,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years  and  one  month,  and  both  were  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Greentown  cemetery,  Pike  county, 
i hey  were  active  and  faithful  members  of  Llemlock 
Methodist  Episcopal.  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Banks 
was  one  of  the  organizers,  and  he  was  also  a licensed 
exhorter  in  the  Church.  The  children  born  to  this 
worthy  couple  were  Sarah,  deceased;  George  H.,  of 
this  sketch ; Mary  A.,  widow  of  Ernest  Smith,  and  a 
lesid.ent  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county;  and 
u illiam  J.,  who  married  Matilda  Rohmer  and  lives 
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on  the  old  homestead  in  Greene  township,  Pike 
comity. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority,  George  H. 
Banks  remained  on  the  home  farm  and  aided  his 
father  in  its  improvement  and  cultivation.  The  edu- 
cation he  had  acquired  in  the  public  schools  he  sup- 
plemented at  the  age  of  twenty-three  by  attending 
a private  school  taught  by  Prof.  J.  F.  Dooley.  Since 
then  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  teaching,  in 
connection  with  his  farming  operations.  His  polit- 
ical support  is  always  given  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  for  several  years  he  most 
efficientlv  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity 
■of  township  clerk. 

At  Nobletown,  Penn.,  June  io,  1880,  Mr.  Banks 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  K. 
Kipp,  who  was  born  in  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  August  1,  1859,  a daughter  of  John  Kipp. 
Five  children  graced  this  union:  Florence  I.;  Sam- 
uel L. ; Mabel  M. ; Rapha  G.,  who  died  in  1898 ; 
and  Myrtle  G. 

MOSES  VAN  GORDEN  BRISCO  is  a true 
type  of  the  energetic,  hardy  and  industrious  citizens 
wdio  make  up  the  agricultural  population  of  Pike 
county,  and  for  several  years  he  was  postmaster  at 
Delaware,  in  what  has  been  known  for  half  a cen- 
tury as  the  half-way  house  between  Port  Jervis, 

N.  Y.,  and  Stroudsburg,  Penn. 

Mr.  Brisco  was  born  September  25,  i860,  on 
the  old  Van  Gorden  homestead,  in  Lehman  town- 
ship, two  miles  from  his  present  home,  and  is  a son 
of  James  D.  and  Elizabeth  (Van  Gorden)  Brisco, 
also  natives  of  Pike  county.  The  father  was  born 
in  Milford,  in  October,  1834,  and  died  May  6,  1895, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  Delaware  cemetery,  Ding-mans 
Ferry.  The  mother  was  born  in  Lehman  town- 
ship, May  12,  1832,  and  now  finds  a pleasant  home 
with  our  subject.  The  father  gave  his  political  sup- 
port to  the  Democracy,  and  was  honored  with  sev- 
eral township  offices.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in 
a family  of  three  children,  the  others  being:  Mary 

O. ,  wife  of  H.  M.  Hornbeck,  who  conducts  a board- 
ing house  at  Culbert  Gap,  N.  J. ; and  Harry  L.,  who 
married  Jennie  Hornbeck,  and  is  a stone  mason  at 
Dingmans  Ferry.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject  were  Hugh  and  Sarah  (McCarty) 
Brisco,  natives  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  respectively.  About  1800  the  former  came 
to  the  New  World  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Milford,  Pike  county,  where  he  followed  the  stone- 
mason’s trade.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  that 
county.  His  brother,  who  had  accompanied  him  on 
his  emigration  to  America,  died  shortly  after  his 
arrival  here.  The  children  of  Hugh  Brisco  were : 
Patrick,  who  married  Matilda  Van  Gorden,  and  is 
now  a stonemason  of  Milton,  N.  Y. ; James  D., 
father  of  our  subject;  Louise,  wife  of  Edward  Gib- 
bons; Margaret,  a resident  of  New  York  State; 
Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Louis  Benedict;  Jane,  who 
died  unmarried ; and  Elizabeth,  a resident  of  Gulf 
Summit,  New  York. 


In  i86q  Moses  V.  Brisco  accompanied  his  par- 
ents, on  their  removal  to  liis  present  farm  in  Leh- 
man township,  which  the  father  rented  for  four 
years,  after  which  the  family  lived  in  Westfall 
township,  Pike  county,  for  thirteen  months,  and  for 
one  year  at  Milford.  Returning  to  the  farm  in  Leh- 
man township  April  1,  1876,  the  father  purchased 
the  place,  and  here  our  subject  has  since  made  his 
home,  having  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs  since  the  father’s  death.  He  has  always 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  recognized 
as  a most  thorough  and  skillful  farmer.  On  Novem- 
ber 24, '1895,  in  Lehman  township,  he  married  Miss 
Cornelia  Cortright,  a daughter  of  William  Cort- 
right,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Brisco  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  since  casting  nis  first  vote,  on  attain- 
ing his  majority,  he  has  held  some  office.  For  four- 
teen years  he  most  acceptably  served  as  postmaster 
at  Delaware,  and  on  resigning  in  1896  his  wife  was 
appointed  to  the  same  position.  He  has  also  been 
auditor  and  supervisor  of  his  township,  and  recently 
has  been  elected  for  his  fourth  term  as  collector, 
having  filled  that  office  for  the  past  ten  years.  His 
official  duties  have  been  discharged  with  the  utmost 
promptness  and  fidelity,  and  his  career  has  ever 
been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
In  religion  he  is  a Presbyterian. 

FREDERICK  DREYER,  a leading  merchant 
tailor  of  Matamoras,  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
progressive  citizens  of  Pike  county.  Though  born 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  he  is  thoroughly 
American  in  thought  and  feeling,  and  is  patriotic 
and  sincere  in  his  love  for  the  “Stars  and  Stripes.” 
For  almost  a quarter  of  a century  his  career  has 
been  identified  with  that  of  Matamoras,  where  he 
has  acquired  a comfortable  competence,  and  where 
he  is  an  honored  and  respected  citizen. 

Ludwig  Dreyer,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Hanover,  Germany,  about  1787,  and  during  his 
youth  learned  the  tanner’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
in  his  native  kingdom  throughout  his  entire  life. 
His  father,  Henry  Dreyer,  was  a brewer  by  trade, 
and  worked  at  the  same  until  well  advanced  in 
years.  Ludwig  Dreyer  married  Miss  Margaret 
Rolfingmeyer,  also  a native  of  Hanover,  and 
a daughter  of  Frederick  Rolfingmeyer,  who  was 
born  in  Prussia.  Frederick  is  the  eldest  of  their 
six  children,  the  others  being:  Charlotte,  now  the 
widow  of  Frederick  Beckman,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio ; 
George,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years ; Louisa, 
widow  of  Jacob  iUoepper,  of  Berlin,  Germany; 
Henry,  a farmer  of  Quincy,  Mich. ; and  Ludwig, 
who  was  killed  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Frederick  Dreyer  was  born  February  27,  1835, 
in  Hanover,  Germany,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
and  for  five  and  one-half  vears  he  was  a member 
of  the  German  army.  In  his  native  land  he  also 
learned  the  tailor's  trade,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  went  to  London,  England,  where  he  followed 
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that  occupation  for  four  years.  I here  he  was  mar- 
ried November  16,  1862,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Swindel, 
a native  of  that  country,  and  soon  afterward  they 
emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  New  York  City, 
where  lie  worked  at  his  trade  for  nearly  five  years. 
Thev  then  returned  to  London,  where  the  wife 
died,  and  the  only  son  born  of  this  union  died  in 
infancy.  The  daughter,  Alvena,  born  January  t6, 
1870,  is  now  the  wife  of  Michael  Lch,  a butcher  of 
Matamoras,  Penn.,  and  they  have  three  children: 
Maggie  and  Mary  (twins),  born  September  6, 
1891:  and  Frederick  Michael,  born  May  28,  1898. 
Mr.  Dreyer  was  again  married  in  London,  Eng- 
land, August  25,  1872,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Maria  Veil,  who  was  born  in  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  September  1,  1838. 

Immediately  after  his  second  marriage,  Mr. 
Dreyer  returned  with  his  wife  to  America,  and  this 
time  took  up  his  residence  In  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y., 
where  he  carried  on  the  tailoring  business  for  a 
time.  In  1874,  however,  he  purchased  property  in 
Matamoras,  Penn.,  and  removed  to  that  place, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home  and  has  suc- 
cessfully followed  his  chosen  occupation.  Since 
1878  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  since  becoming  a naturalized  citizen  has  cast 
his  ballot  for  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  served  as  assessor  of  his  township  two  terms, 
and  as  a member  of  the  school  board  five  years, 
being  its  secretary  for  three  years.  For  twelve 
years  he  has  also  been  the  treasurer  of  the  Mata- 
moras Building  & Loan  Association,  and  has  given 
his  support  to  all  enterprises  which  he  believes  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  public  benefit.  In  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  of  Port  Jervis,  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership. 

SAMUEL  R.  DIMMICK,  deceased.  The  Dim- 
mick  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  es- 
teemed in  this  section,  and  the  subject  of  this  me- 
moir, formerly  a leading  resident  of  Milford,  Pike 
county,  was  a worthy  representative  of  the  name. 
In  every  generation  the  family  has  been  distin- 
guished for  enterprise,  thrift  and  patriotic  spirit,  and 
its  members  have  won  honorable  records  in  various 
lines  of  effort.  The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have 
a definite  account  was  Thomas  Dimmick,  who  came 
to  America  at  an  early  date  and  settled  at  Barnstable, 
Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1658.  He  married  Ann 
Hammond,  and  left  a son.  Shubael. 

II.  Shubael  Dimmick  (1644-1732)  married 
Joanna  Bursley,  and  had  three  children:  Thomas 
(1664-1697)  (known  as  Capt.  Thomas),  who  mar- 
ried Desire  Shirges ; John,  who  is  mentioned  below, 
and  Shubael  (1673-1728),  who  married  Tabitha 
Lathrop. 

III.  John  Dimmick  was  born  in  1666.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Lumbert,  and  had  three  sons: 
Thomas  (1694-1747).  who  married  Ann  Mason,  a 
direct  descendant  of  Capt.  John  Mason,  the  conquer- 
or of  the  famous  Indian  King  Philip:  Timothy,  who 


is  mentioned  below,  and  Shubael,  who  married 
Esther  Pierce. 

I V.  Lieut.  Timothy  Dimmick,  next  in  the  line 

of  descent,  was  born  in  1698,  married  Ann  Brad- 
ford, and  had  two  sons:  Timothy  and  Shubael 

(1737-1828)  (known  as  Capt.  Shubael),  who  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Wright. 

V.  Timothy  Dimmick,  the  next  ancestor,  was 
born  in  1726,  and  married  his  cousin,  Desire 
Dimmick. 

VI.  Capt.  Mason  Dimmick,  son  of  Timothy 
Y.,  married  Anna  Robinson.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Revolutionary  war  he  enlisted  from  Mansfield, 
Conn.,  receiving  an  appointment  as  captain,  and  he 
served  with  that  rank  throughout  the  struggle  under 
Gen.  Scott.  An  engraved  sword,  presented  to  him 
by  Capt.  Nathan  Fulton,  has  been  carefully  pre- 
served, passing  in  turn  to  his  son  Samuel,  his  grand- 
son Chauncey  W.,  and  great-grandson,  Edward 
Dimmick.  Capt.  Mason  Dimmick  was  an  early  set- 
tler at  Milford,  where  he  taught  school  'for  some 
time. 

VII.  The  late  Samuel  R.  Dimmick,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  biography,  was  born  at  Mansfield, 
Conn.,  in  1793,  and  died  at  Milford,  August  14, 
1867,  his  remains  being  interred  at  the  latter  place. 
Fie  enlisted  from  Mansfield  during  the  war  of  1812, 
and  served  until  peace  was  restored.  Later  he  came 
to  Monroe  county,  and  for  some  time  he  taught 
school  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  a short  inter- 
val being  spent  in  teaching  at  Johnsonburg,  N.  J., 
and  on  finally  leaving  Monroe  county,  in  1826,  he 
taught  for  a term  at  Dingman's  Ferry,  and  then  lo- 
cated permanently  at  Milford,  where  a sister  and 
several  brothers  had  already  settled.  He  conducted 
a hotel  in  the  house  afterward  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Pinchot,  and  in  1828-20  he  built  the  “Dimmick”' 
House,”  a famous  hostelry  which  has  sheltered  many 
noted  people,  Horace  Greeley  having  been  a frequent 
visitor  in  the  old  days.  The  house  burned  down  in 
1856,  but  was  rebuilt  with  brick  and  is  now  a sub- 
stantial and  commodious  structure,  accomodating 
about  fiftv  guests  comfortably.  Mr.  Dimmick  was 
an  enterprising  man,  and  at  an  early  day  he  bought 
an  interest  in  the  stage  line  on  the  Milford  and  Owe- 
go  turnpike,  that  method  of  travel  and  trans- 
portation being  afterward  superseded  by  the  Erie 
railroad.  When  the  line  was  abandoned  Mr. 
Dimmick  had  forty  or  fifty  horses  and  a number  of 
coaches  left  on  his  hands,  and  these  were  sent  west 
to  be  used  in  less  develoued  regions.  Mr.  Dimmick 
was  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was 
prominent  in  political  affairs,  serving  as  county 
treasurer  and  county  commissioner,  and  holding 
various  township  offices,  including  that  of  justice  of 
the  neace.  Lie  was  married  at  Mansfield,  Conn., 
to  Miss  Wealthy  Dimmick,  daughter  of  Capt.  Shu- 
bael and  Elizabeth  - (Wright)  Dimmick,  and  a de- 
scendant of  Shubael  Dimmick  II.  She  was  born  in 
1 703.  and  died  at  Milford  in  1872,  her  remains  being 
laid  to  rest  beside  those  of  her  husband.  This 
worthy  couple  had  five  children:  Emeline,  wife  of 
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Britton  A.  Biclclis ; Samuel  ().,  a retired  hotel  keeper 
at  Port  Jervis,  who  married  Lucinda  Dimmick; 
Chauncey  W.,  a retired  hotel  keeper  at  Washington, 
U.  C.,  who  married  Maria  Church ; Henrietta  L., 
widow  of  Evert  Eldred,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  Miss  Frances  A.,  who  is  mentioned  below. 

VIII.  Miss  Frances  A.  Dimmicic,  who  was 
horn  at  Milford  in  1831,  is  a lady  of  remarkable 
talent  and  rare  executive  abdity.  Her  musical  gifts 
are  of  a high  order, and  she  is  especially  accomplished 
as  a violinist,  two  old  French  violins,  made  in  1700 
and  1721,  respectively,  being  among  her  most  highly 
prized  possessions.  She  has  always  been  popular 
in  the  best  social  circles,  being  prominent  in  the  Or- 
der of  the  Eastern  Star,  and.  is  noted  for  her  fine 
conversational  powers.  Horseback  riding  is  a 
favorite  diversion,  but  with  all  her  accomplishments 
she  has  always  found  time  to  devote  to  business  in- 
terests. For  some  time  she  was  assistant  postmas- 
ter at  Milford,  and  the  management  of  the  hotel  has 
been  in  her  hands  for  many  years.  The  first  license, 
issued  in  1858,  was  taken  out  in  her  name  by  her 
father,  and  this  arrangement  continued  until  1879 
when  she  removed  to  her  own  cottage,  the  heirs  hav- 
ing decided  to  rent  the  hotel.  In  the  spring  of 
1896,  seeing  that  the  property  was  being  misman- 
aged, she  again  took  charge,  and  has  since  conducted 
it  successfully. 

SEBASTIAN  SINGER,  a leading  farmer  of 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  evidences  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  carries  on  his  business  that  he 
thoroughly  understands  the  vocation  in  which  he  is 
■engaged,  and  success  has  attended  his  efforts  toward 
acquiring  a competency.  Neatness  and  order  pre- 
vail upon  his  place,  which  is  managed,  with  regard 
to  its  cultivation,  in  a manner  which  reflects  great 
■credit  upon  the  owner. 

The  Singer  family  was  founded  in  Monroe 
■county  by  our  subject’s  grandfather,  who  was  prob- 
ably a native  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  and 
when  a young  man  came  to  Monroe  county,  locating 
in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  where  ne  took  up  a tract 
of  wild  land.  Here  he  developed  a small  farm,  and 
in  connection  with  its  cultivation  he  also  worked  at 
the  cooper’s  trade.  He  was  married  in  that  town- 
ship to  Susanna  Possinger.  a daughter  of  John  Pos- 
singer,  a pioneer  of  Monroe  county.  After  his 
death,  which  occurred  In  Chestnut  Hill,  she  made 
ber  home  with  our  subject  until  she  too  was  called 
to  her  final  rest.  In  their  family  were  nine  children  : 
Catherine  married  Jacob  Hessler  and  was  living  in 
Huntersville,  Penn.,  at  the  time  of  her  death ; 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  Nicholas  Zacherias,  is  living 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Amandus  Possinger,  at  the 
age  of  eigthv-three  vears  ; George,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  next  in  the  family;  Henry  married  Har- 
riette  Boien,  and  died  at  Clarks  Summit,  Penn.,  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years  ; Sarah,  widow  of  Henry 
Siptrowth.  is  living  with  a son  in  Jackson  township, 
Monroe  county;  John  married  Eva  Ann  Rinker.  and 
is  ens'as'ed  in  farming  in  Bradford  countv,  Penn.; 


David,  deceased,  married  Elizabeth  Hoffman,  and 
lived  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  countv ; Solo- 
mon lived  in  Jackson  township,  and  died  unmarried 
in  1895  ; and  Mary,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Phineas 
Miller,  of  Tunkhannock  township,  Monroe  county. 

George  Singer,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  in  1810,  and  died  in 
1865.  In  his  native  township  he  grew  to  manhood, 
and  later  spent  twenty  years  in  Jackson  township, 
where  he  purchased  property.  O11  selling  his  inter- 
ests there  he  came  to  Pocono  township,  and  in  the 
midst  of  a dense  wilderness  began  to  clear  the  land 
for  farming  purposes.  He  purchased  fortv-three 
acres  just  below  Mt.  Pocono,  and  before  his  death 
succeeded  in  placing  twenty-five  acres  under  the 
plow.  In  earlv  life  he  follovved  the  cooper’s  trade, 
but  his  later  years  were  devoted  exclusively  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  On  attaining  his  majority  he 
became  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
ever  remained  one  of  its  stanch  adherents.  He 
served  as  supervisor  of  his  township  for  one  term, 
and  was  always  recognized  as  one  of  the  valued  and 
useful  citizens  of  the  community.  In  Jackson 
township,  Monroe  county,  he  married  Hannah 
Brong,  a native  of  that  township,  and  a daughter  of 
Peter  and  Hannah  (Miller)  Brong.  She  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  both  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  buried  at  Tannersville,  Pocono  town- 
ship. Seven  children  constituted  their  family: 
Elias  (deceased)  was  a farmer  of  Jackson  township; 
Amos  married  Lebina  Ivinkle,  and  was  for  some  time 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering  in  Monroe 
county,  but  is  now  in  business  in  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.;  Sebastian,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in  the 
family;  Julia  Ann  is  the  wife  of  George  Becker,  of 
Jackson  township;  Peter  (deceased)  married  Mary 
Riekert,  and  was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in 
Portland,  Penn.;  Mary  Ann  (deceased)  married 
Henry  Smith,  and  lived  in  Tompkins  countv,  N. 
Y. ; Joshua  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  was 
for  some  time  incarcerated  in  Libby  prison,  where 
he  was  nearly  starved,  dying  soon  after  his  release 
from  the  effects  of  his  hardships. 

Sebastian  Singer  was  born  in  Jackson  township, 
December  2,  1835,  and  was  a mere  child  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Pocono  township,  where 
he  was  reared,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  locality.  As  soon  as  able  he 
began  to  assist  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  took  complete 
charge  of  the  same,  having  purchased  his  brothers’ 
interests.  Here  he  has  since  successfully  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  1 10  acres,  of  which  forty-five  acres  have  been 
cleared  and  placed  under  excellent  cultivation,  the 
remainder  being  good  timbefland. 

At  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  in  February,  1862,  Mr. 
Singer  was  married,  bv  Squire  Dutot,  to  Miss 
Sally  Ann  Possinger,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Pos- 
singer, and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children ; 
Franklin  married  Sally  Dailey,  of  Pocono  township, 
and  is  engaged  in  business  as  a contractor  and 
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builder  at  Clarks  Summit,  Penn.;  Joel  married  Ann 
Wasburg,  and  is  a bricklayer  living  in  Dalton, 
Lackawanna  Co.,  remi. ; Steward  married  Sue 
Krcsge,  and  farms  the  old  homestead;  Edna  is  a 
dressmaker,  residing  at  home ; Alice  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Dailey,  of  Clarks  Summit;  and  llarvey,  a 
plasterer  of  Clarks  Summit,  married  Elsie  Bailey, 
of  Dalton,  Lackawanna  county. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  Mr. 
Singer  enlisted,  in  December,  1863,  and  served  for 
eleven  months  as  a member  of  Company  F,  176th 
1'.  Y.  I.,  under  Capt.  Joseph  Nicholas.  From 
Fortress  Monroe  the  regiment  went  to  Norfolk, 
and  later  to  Suffolk,  Newbern  and  Hilton  Head, 
at  all  of  which  places  they  experienced  the  usual 
hardships  of  army  life.  In  National  affairs  Mr. 
Singer  is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
at  local  elections  he  votes  independent  of  party  ties 
always  endeavoring  to  support  the  best  man  for  the 
office.  For  several  terms  he  has  served  as  assessor 
of  his  township,  and  his  duties  of  citizenship  are  at 
all  times  most  faithfully  and  conscientiously  per- 
formed. He  and  his  family  all  hold  membership 
in  the  Reformed  Church,  and  are  quite  prominent 
socially. 

MARTIN  B.  RINEHART  (deceased).  The 
mystery  of  life  and  death  is  deepened  by  the  uneven 
allotment  of  years  to  men  of  wide  influence  and 
prominence.  Some  are  spared  to  a mellow  old  age, 
others  cut  down  in  their  prime ; when  the  end  of  life 
came  swiftly  to  Martin  B.  Rinehart  he  was  seem- 
ingly in  the  midst  of  his  useful  and  active  career. 
A man  of  high  ideals  and  rectitude  of  thought  and 
deed,  he  devoted  his  energies  to  the  material  prob- 
lems which  the  country  offered  to  brave  and  persist- 
ent effort.  He  had  wide  interests  as  a lumberman 
and  merchant,  but  craved  also  the  amenities  of  cult- 
ure and  refinement,  and  in  his  home  he  fcund  the 
quickening  impulses  to  mental  and  moral  growth 
which  aided  him  in  the  prosecution  of  his  enterprises 
and  perfected  in  him  a man  of  noble  type. 

Mr.  Rinehart  was  born  at  Charleston,  Hunter- 
don Co.,  N.  J.,  March  1,  1835.  son  of  Jacob  and  Jane 
Rinehart,  of  that  county.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained chiefly  in  Easton,  Penn.,  and  when  a young 
man  he  taught  school  for  a number  of  terms  in  his 
native  State.  For  his  first  wife  he  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Evans,  who  died  in  New  Jersey,  leaving 
two  children : Arthur,  a resident  of  New  York  City, 
and  Howard,  a resident  of  Ardsley,  on  the  Hudson 
river.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Rinehart  married, 
in  187.1,  Miss  Tillie  D.  Drake,  of  Stroudsburg, 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Elizabeth  (Batron)  Drake, 
and  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Drake,  one  of  the 
early  and  prominent  pioneers  of  Delaware  Water 
Gap.  Joseph  Drake  was  the  son  of  Levi  Drake,  who 
settled  in  Cherry  Valley ; he  raised  a large  family  of 
children,  and  many  01  his  descendants  are  still  res- 
idents of  Monroe  county.  Amos  Drake  died  at 
Stroudsburg,  and  his  wife  in  1895  at  Oswego,  N.  Y. 
They  had  two  children : Tillie  D.,  widow  of  our  sub- 


ject, and  Minnie,  now  Mrs.  C.  D.  Yothers,  of  Oswe- 
(ro  \ y.  Mrs.  Tillie  D.  Rinehart  was  educated  in 
The  high  schools  of  Stroudsburg,  and  was  one  of  the 
successful  teachers  in  the  public  schools. 

Before  his  second  marriage  our  subject  became 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Rinehart  & Shafer,  and  in 
1875  he  removed  from  Hampton  Junction,  N.  J.,  to 
Mountain  Home,  where  they  commenced  operations- 
in  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  In  1888  the  part- 
nership was  dissolved,  Mr.  Shafer,  who  was  a 
brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Rinehart,  taking  the  farm, 
and  our  subject  continuing  to  manufacture  and  ship- 
sawed  lumber  until  his  death,  which  occurred  July 
13,  1895.  During  Cleveland’s  administration  Mr. 
Rinehart  was  postmaster  at  Mountain  Home,  and 
there  he  built  a commodious  and  attractive  residence. 
He  died  very  suddenly,  from  a stroke  of  apoplexy, 
while  away  from  home,  and  his  death  was  a severe 
blow  to  his  wife  and  only  daughter,  Minnie  G. 
They  still  occupy  the  residence.  Minnie  G.  Rine- 
hart was  born  at  Mountain  Home  in  1876,  attended 
the  home  schools  and  those  of  Pennington,  N.  J., 
and  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
East  Stroudsburg  Normal  School  in  1895,  and  is. 
now  a bright  and  successful  teacher  in  the  schools  of 
Mont  Clair,  N.  J.  She  is  a universal  favorite  among 
her  wide  circle  of  friends,  winning  many  by  her 
charming  manners  and  cultured  mind. 

Mr.  Rinehart  was  a lifelong-  Democrat,  but 
never  aspired  to  office.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  throughout  his  life 
he  commanded  the  highest  esteem  and  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  retiring  and  unassuming- 
in  manner,  but  thoroughly  genuine,  frank  and  gen- 
erous. His  widow  is  a lady  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment, and  in  her  loss  is  sustained  by  her  talented  and 
affectionate  daughter. 

JACOB  B.  KRESIvY,  a skillful  and  progres- 
sive farmer  of  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county, 
was  born  there  January  3,  1842,  and  is  a representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of  the 
county.  Pie  has  changed  the  name  from  Ivresge, 
as  it  was  originally  spelled.  His  grandparents, 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Kresge,  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Chestnut  Hill  townsnip,  Monroe  county, 
and  to  them  were  born  nine  children,  all  deceased 
with  the  exception  of  Linford,  namely:  John,  a 

resident  of  Chestnut  Hill  township;  Tacob,  father 
of  our  subject:  Joseph  and  Michael,  also  residents 
of  Chestnut  Hill  township;  Henry,  a farmer  of  that 
township;  Linford,  who  is  engaged  in  lumbering, 
and  lives  at  J obyhanna  Mills;  Samuel,  of  Chestnut 
Plill  township;  Marv,  wife  of  Jacob  Miller,  of 
Chestnut  Hill  township ; and  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Thomas  Burger,  of  Chestnut  Hill. 

Jacob  Ivresge  was  born  in  1801,  in  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  and  there  passed  his  bovhood  and 
youth.  In  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  he 
man  ied  Miss  Hannah  Rinker,  of  that  township, 
v ho  died  fifteen  years  later,  leaving  the  following; 
children . Joseph  and  Israel,  who  were  both  sol- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


583 


diers  in  the  Civil  war  and  are  now  residents  of 
Jackson  township;  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Will- 
iam Eckhard,  of  Ledgedale,  Warren  Co.,  Penn.; 
Maria,  deceased  wife  of  Michael  Hilliard,  of  Eas- 
ton, Penn. ; Levi,  who  married  and  lived  in  Jack- 
son  township  prior  to  the  Rebellion,  in  which  strug- 
gle he  was  killed ; and  Richard,  who  also  entered 
the  service  of  his  country  during  the  Civil  war  and 
died  at  Annapolis.  In  Chestnut  Hill  township  the 
father  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Barbara  Brong,  a native  of  that  town- 
ship and  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Learn) 
Brong.  To  this  union  three  childreen  were  born : 
Jacob  B.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Mary,  now  the 
widow  of  Samuel  Felker,  of  Jackson  township,  and 
a resident  of  Northampton  county,  Penn. ; and 
Emma,  wife  of  M.  B.  Woodling,  of  Appenzell,  Jack- 
son  township.  The  parents  are  now  both  deceased. 

Jacob  B.  Kresky  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  remained  with  his 
father  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  as  he  was  the 
youngest  son  and  his  parents  were  becoming  quite 
old.  On  May  io,  1866,  he  was  married  in  Hamil- 
ton township,  Monroe  county,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Setzer,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Micksel) 
Setzer.  Five  children  were  born  to  them,  as  fol- 
lows : Alta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years ; 

Emma  Celesta,  now  a dressmaker  in  Philadelphia ; 
Marietta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; Ellen 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; and  Harry,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  mother,  oldest  daughter  and 
only  son  all  died  within  a week,  in  1873.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Kresky  married  Elizabeth  Doll, 
daughter  of  Frederick  and  Mary  Doll,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  two  children : Hattie  is  the  wife 

of  Philip  Smith  and  resides  at  Trumbull  Corners, 
N.  Y.  (She  is  a dressmaker).  Frank  is  in  busi- 
ness at  Bear  Lake,  Pennsylvania. 

On  leaving  home  Mr.  Kresky  went  to  the  lum- 
ber woods  of  Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe  county, 
where  he  worked  for  different  firms  for  a period  cf 
twenty  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to 
Jackson  township  and  purchased  a farm  of  forty- 
six-acres,  to  which  he  has  since  added  a twenty- 
acre  tract.  At  the  time  of  purchase  nearly  all  the 
land  was  wild  and  unimproved,  but  by  persistent 
labor  he  has  succeeded  in  clearing  thirty  acres  and 
converting  it  into  a rich  and  productive  farm,  im- 
proved with  good  buildings.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions Mr.  Kresky  is  a pronounced  Democrat,  and 
he  has  served  as  judge  of  election  and  inspector  of 
election  at  two  different  times.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  has  been  steward  for  four 
years,  and  his  honorable,  straightforward  course  in 
life  has  won  him  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  in  contact,  either  in  business  or  social  life. 

SAMUEL  IT  HAY,  who  is  pleasantly  located 
in  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county,  is  operating 
successfully  as  a farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  industrious  and  enterprising 


men  of  the  community.  He  is  a native  of  the  town- 
ship, born  March  30, 1844.  His  grandfather,  Charles 
Hay,  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  Monroe 
county.  He  was  born  at  Easton,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn.,  and  there  wedded  Miss  Mary  Tyrone,  who 
was  of  German  extraction.  At  an  early  day  he  re- 
moved to  Luzerne  county,  where  he  purchased  land 
and  engaged  in  farming  until  Samuel  Hay,  father 
of  our  subject,  was  a lad  of  eight  years.  He  then 
located  in  what  is  now  Jackson  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  re- 
maining days.  To  them  were  born  fourteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  are  still  living,  and  we  have 
record  of  John,  a resident  of  Jackson  township; 
Charles,  who  is  living  retired  at  Tobyhanna  Mills, 
Monroe  county;  Hiram,  who  is  conducting  a hotel 
in  Tunkhannock  township,  Monroe  county;  Melchor, 
deceased,  who  lived  in  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; 
Philip,  deceased,  who  lived  in  Jackson  township, 
Monroe  county;  Samuel,  father  of  our  subject; 
Catherine,  widow  of  Powell  Heller,  of  Jackson 
township;  and  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Jacob  Doll. 

Samuel  Hay  was  born  near  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.,  July  19,  1810,  and,  as  previously  stated,  was 
eight  years  old  when  the  family  removed  from  Lu- 
zerne county  to  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county. 
After  reaching  manhood  he  owned  and  operated  a 
small  farm  there,  and  also  worked  at  the  cooper’s 
trade,  but  finally  sold  his  property  and  removed  to 
Tobyhanna  township,  same  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a tract  of  118  acres  of  wild  land,  on  which 
he  made  his  home  for  half  a century.  During  that 
time  he  cleared  seventy  acres  and  placed  it  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  In  Pocono  township, 
Monroe  county,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sally  Heller,  a native  of  Northampton  county, 
Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  John  Heller.  She  passed 
away  August  24,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years,  and  her  death  was  widely  mourned,  as  she 
was  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  The 
father  devoted  his  active  years  principally  to  lum- 
bering and  farming,  and  lived  retired  for  some  time 
prior  to  his  decease,  which  occurred  November  2, 
1899 ; he  was  buried  November  6,  in  Tompkinsvilh 
cemetery,  Tobyhanna  township.  He  was  always 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  served  as 
judge  of  election  and  tax  collector,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Wherever  known  he 
was  held  in  high  esteem  for  his  many  excellencies 
of  character  and  sterling  worth.  The  children  of 
the  family  are  as  follows : William,  a resident  of 

Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe  county;  Jonas,  a 
farmer  of  Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe  county ; 
Samuel  Id.,  our  subject;  Charles,  who  is  mentioned 
below;  Rachel,  widow  of  William  Bouser,  of  Toby- 
hanna township ; Sally  Ann,  wife  of  Henry  Pos- 
singer,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; and  Mary,  widow 
of  Joseph  Bouser,  and  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn. 
Charles  Hay  was  born  in  Tobyhanna  township, 
January  26,  1848,  and  throughout  life  has  followed 
lumbering  and  farming.  He  and  his  brother  owned 
the  old  homestead,  a valuable  estate  in  Tobyhanna 
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township,  which  they  operate 
finally  sold,  and  on  March  17- 
present  property  in  Jackson 


d for  some  time,  but  . 
1898,  purchased  their  ; 
township.  Politically 


he  is  a Democrat. 

Samuel  II.  Hay  assisted  his  father  in  the  work 
of  the  farm  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  in 
Tobvhanna  township  followed  lumbering  for  about 
twenty-two  years;  in  fact  has  spent  most  of  Ins  life 
in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1873  be  and  bis  brother 
Charles  came  into  possession  of  the  old  homestead, 
which  they  successfully  carried  on  until  the  spring 
of  189S,  when  they  sold  and  purchased  an  improved 
farm  of  ninety-five  acres  in  Jackson  township.  I he 
old  home  place  they  had  improved  until  it  was  one 
of  the  most  valuable  and  attractive  farms  in  1 oby- 
hanna  township.  1 here  Samuel  H.  Jlav  was  mai- 
ried,  in  1898,  to  Miss  Celesta  Koch,  a native  of  Cat- 
bon  county,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  Enos  Koch,  of 
that  county.  Mr.  Hay  is  unwavering  in  his  support 
of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  withholds  his  aid  from  no  enterprise  which  he 
believes  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit.  Dur- 
ing bis  boyhood  he  found  a bayonet  which  had  been 
lost  bv  Gen.  Sullivan  in  early  war  times. 


MARCUS  X.  IP  KILLAM  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
pioneer  families  of  Pike  county,  its  various  mem- 
bers having  won  for  the  name  an  enviable  distinc- 
tion bv  their  intelligence  and  worth. 

The  Killams  are  of  English  extraction,  tracing 
their  ancestry  back  to  1637,  in  which  year  Austin 
Killam  and  his  wife  sailed  from  England  and  set- 
tled at  Salem,  Mass.  They  had  three  sons,  David, 
Lot  and  John,  and  from  John  sprang  the  branch  to 
which  our  subject  belongs.  John  married,  March  5, 
1718,  Sarah  Rose,  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Rose, 
a native  of  England  who  came  to  America  and  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Preston,  Conn. ; he  was  a 
man  of  culture  and  note.  John  and  Sarah  Killam 
lived  at  Preston,  Conn.  They  had  three  sons: 
Zadock,  Silas  and  Moses. 

Zadock  Killam  was  born  November  8,  1720,  at 
Preston,  Conn.,  and  was  one  of  the  very  first  farmers 
of  Pike  county,  Penn.,  having  a cabin  near  the  old 
Wallenpaupack  fort,  a rude  affair  built  for  protection 
against  the  Indians.  In  his  family  were  three  sons : 
Silas,  the  maternal . grandfather  of  our  subject's 
wife  ; Ephraim,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war ; and  Moses,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject. 

Moses  Killam  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  born 
in  1759,  and  when  a young  man  went  to  Goshen, 
N.  Y.,  later  coming  to  Palmyra  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  took  a leading  part  in  the  settlement 
and  advancement  of  this  region,  being  prominent  in 
both  business  and  political  circles ; he  served  for 
many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  in  which  office 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Moses.  He  was  a large 
land  owner,  and  erected  a grist  and  saw  mill  on 
Mill  Brook.  Moses  Killam  was  a stanch  Whig  in 
politics.  He  died  May  15,  1831.  leaving  two  sons: 


Benjamin  T.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  and  Moses, 
a farmer  of  Palmyra  township,  who  died  in  1861. 

Benjamin  T.  Killam  was  born  June  21,  1771, 
probably  in  Palmyra  township,  was  reared  in  Pike 
county,  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
township,  and  also  a select  school  at  Goshen,  N.  h . 

I le  spent  his  entire  life  in  Pike  county,  first  engaging 
in  farming  upon  land  cleared  by  the  Indians  along 
the  flats  of  the  Paupack  stream,  but  later  in  life  turn- 
ing his  attention  to  lumbering.  He  was  a local  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  he 
extended  his  hospitality  to  those  of  all  denomina- 
tions, and  was  well-known  throughout  Wayne  and 
Pike  counties  as  an  earnest  Christian  worker.  In 
Pike  county  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Witter,  who 
was  born  September  3,  1773,  and  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  this  vicinity,  either  in  Pike  or  Wayne 
county.  Her  parents,  Elijah  and  Elizabeth  Witter, 
were  driven  from  their  home  by  the  Indians 
about  the  time  of  the  Wyoming  massacre.  Elijah 
Witter  was  born  September  26,  1735,  and  died  when 
between  seventy  and  eighty  years  of  age ; his  wife 
was  born  September  26,  1749,  and  passed  away  near 
Geneva,  AT.  Y.,  aged  ninety  years.  Benjamin  T. 
Killam  died  May  9,  1856,  his  wife  on  July  1,  1872. 
He  was  a Whig  and,  finally,  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  had  often  been  urged  to  accept  office,  but  in- 
variably declined  such  honors. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children:  Anna,  born  March  7,  1798, 
married  Thomas  Bortree,  of  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  died  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
March  27,  1884;  James,  born  May  11,  1799,  died  in 
November,  1800;  Lewis,  born  October  16,  1801, 
married  Elizabeth  Bortree,  and  died  in  Dexter  town- 
ship, Washtenaw  Co.,  Mich.,  April  7,  1851  ; Emeline, 
born  December  24,  1803,  married  John  K.  Bingham, 
and  died  at  Plainwell,  Kalamazoo  Co.,  Mich.,  April 
4,  1898;  Alfred,  born  March  23,  1806,  married 
Prances  Nordman,  a native  of  Germany,  and  died 
in  Calhoun  county,  Mich.,  September  21,  1853;  Eli- 
jah, born  June  2,  1808,  married  Sarah  Rockwell,  and 
died  in  Dexter  township,  Washtenaw  Co.,  Mich., 
April  18,  1851  ; Moses  B.,  born  July  19,  1810,  died 
in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  July  3,  1830: 
Lucy,  born  July  16,  1812,  married  Jacob  Preston,  and 
died  in  Dexter  township,  Washtenaw  Co.,  Mich., 
February  26,  1846;  Marcus  N.  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth  ; Polly,  born 
April  4,  1820,  married  James  \ an  Camp,  and  died  at 
Hollisterville,  Salem  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
April  26,  1895. 

Marcus  XT.  B.  Killam  was  born  February  6, 
1815,  in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  where  he 
has  passed  his  entire  life  in  rural  pursuits.  During 
his  youth  he  attended  the  common  schools,  and  he 
assisted  his  father  in  the  work  upon  the  farm  and  in 
the  lumber  woods  until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirty 
years,  when  he  took  entire  charge  of  both.  They 
owned  large  tracts  of  valuable  timber  land,  in  Pike 
and  \\  ayne  counties,  but,  in  1869,  our  subject  sold 
3,400  acres  to  Farnham  Collingwood  & Co.,  besides 
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houses,  ioo  acres  of  cleared  land,  and  other  property. 
He  owned  and  operated  a saw  mill  for  many  years, 
actively  engaging  in  lumbering  from  boyhood  until 
old  age.  After  selling  the  above  mentioned  tract 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  500  acres,  where 
he  and  his  wife  enjoy  the  quiet  of  a country  home, 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  lux- 
uries of  life.  He  still  oversees  the  operation  of  his 
farm,  but  leaves  the  arduous  work  of  the  place  to 
other  hands.  Mr.  Killam  is  remarkably  active  for 
one  of  bis  years,  and  keeps  himself  well  informed 
on  current  topics,  taking  a lively  interest  in  the 
events  of  the  day. 

On  April  20,  1S45,  Mr-  Killam  was  married,  by 
Rev.  Elbert  E.  Young,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minis- 
ter, to  Miss  Olive  W.  Kimble,  who  was  born  in  Pike 
county,  February  14,  1821,  and  died  July  19,  1847. 
By  this  union  there  was  one  daughter,  Margaret, 
who  was  born  February  11,  1846,  and  died  October 
27,  1864.  Mr.  Killam  was  again  married.  June  19, 
1848,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Nancy  J. 
Bennett,  daughter  of  Jared  and  Esther  (Killam) 
Bennett.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Stephen  Ben- 
nett, a native  of  Connecticut,  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  under  Gen.  Washington.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Connecticut  to  Miss  Mary  Gates,  a daughter 
of  Nathaniel  Gates.  The  Gates  family  was  one  of 
the  first  to  locate  in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  but  during  the  Indian  troubles  they  were 
driven  away  and  forced  to  return  to  Connecticut. 
To  Mary  Gates,  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Killam,  is  due 
the  credit  of  discovering  a oand  of  Torv  deserters, 
who  were  hidden  near  the  Paupack  settlement,  pre- 
paring an  assault  on  the  unsuspecting  settlers.  She 
spread  the  alarm,  and  the  band  was  captured.  Jared 
Bennett,  Mrs.  Ivillam’s  father,  was  bom  in  Palmyra 
township  October  5,  1797,  and  was  married  in  Octo- 
ber, 1814,  to  Esther  Killam,  who  was  also  born  in 
that  township,  March  28,  1796,  a daughter  of  Silas 
and  Sarah  (Chapman)  Killam.  Silas  Killam  was 
a native  of  Connecticut,  and  when  a young  men  had 
many  encounters  with  the  Pennsylvania  Indians. 
His  death  occurred  April  8,  1818.  Jared  Bennett 
died  March  22,  1874,  having  survived  his  first  wife 
many  years,  her  death  occurring  April  24,  1843. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Gibson  G.,  born 
July  19,  1815,  was  a farmer  of  St.  Joseph  county, 
Mich.,  and  died  August  5,  1899; -Nancy  Jane,  born 
March  2.  1818,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Frederick 
B.,  born  March  5,  1821,  died  April  20,  1825;  Isaac 
K.,  born  May  15,  1825,  first  married  Maria  Quick, 
and  second  Augusta  Beam,  and  died  in  April,. 1897; 
Harvey  K.,  born  January  15,  1829,  married  Jane 
Weldon,  and  is  a retired  lumberman,  living  at  Cam- 
den, N.  J. ; Volney,  born  April  9,  1837,  married  Erne- 
line  Davis,  and  is  a wholesale  and  retail  lumber 
dealer  of  Camden,  N.  J.  For  bis  second  wife  Jared 
Bennett  married  Louisa  Curtis,  who  was  born  in 
Salem  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  February  26, 
1817,  and  by  this  union  he  had  three  children: 
Stephen,  born  September  10,  1845,  is  unmarried,  and 
lives  at  Paupack;  Esther  Ann,  born  January  15, 


1853,  is  the  wife  of  W.  Townsend,  of  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.;  and  Fanny,  born  January  31,  1861,  lives  in 
Janesville,  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Killam  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  (1)  Benjamin  F.,  a lawyer  of 
Scranton,  Penn.,  was  born  July  4,  1849,  an(l  mar- 
ried Frances  Hollister,  by  whom  he  has  three  chil- 
dren— Emalene  B.,  Yolande  A.,  and  Frances  Marie. 
(2)  Olive  E.,  born  November  19.  1850,  died  June 
6,  1883;  she  married  Samuel  W.  Edgar,  an  attorney 
of  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  had  two  children — Mark 
K.  and  Annie  Florence.  (3)  Alfred  K.,  a farmer 
of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  was  born  July  27, 
1853,  and  married  Elizabeth  Wallace,  by  whom  be 
has  two  children — Marcus  A.,  born  November  7, 
1885;  and  Ruth,  born  May  6,  1880.  (4)  Esther 

B.,  born  June  30,  1855,  is  with  her  parents.  On 
June  19,  1898,  Mr.  andMrs.  Killam  celebrated  their 
Golden  Wedding,  a “surprise  having  been  arranged 
by  their  children  and  friends. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
Mr.  Killam  has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters, 
and  he  has  been  elected  justice  of  the  peace  many 
times,  but  always  refused  to  qualify,  political  honors 
having  no  attraction  for  him.  He  is,  however,  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  giving  bis  support  to  all  en- 
terprises  which  he  believes  will  prove  of  public  ben- 
efit. His  estimable  wife  holds  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Lnurch,  and  both  are  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  know  them. 

F.  WILSON  HURD,  M.  D.,  proprietor  of  the 
Water  Gap  Sanitarium,  which  is  situated  in  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county  near  the  famous 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  is  probably  one  of  the  best- 
known  physicians  in  northern  Pennsylvania  and  the 
State  of  New  York,  where  the  success  and  popu- 
larity of  the  establishment  under  his  management 
have  given  him  a widespread  and  enviable  noto- 
riety in  both  professional  circles  and  among  those 
of  the  general  public  who  are  interested  in  enter- 
prises of  this  character.  Dr.  Hurd  was  first  led  to 
investigate  the  water  cure  for  invalids  while  in 
search  of  health  on  his  own  account,  and  he  has  now 
been  engaged  in  this  work  for  about  forty  years, 
in  1871  founding  the . institution  of  which  he  has 
since  been  the  head,  and  in  the  conduct  of  which  he 
has  made  his  record  as  a skillful  and  successful 
physician. 

Dr.  Hurd  was  born  March  23,  1830,  in  Trum- 
bull, Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  son  of  Eliot  and  Fanny 
(Burton)  Hurd,  and  he  is  a descendant  of  one  of 
the  old-settled  families  of  the  Nutmeg  State,  being 
a great-grandson  of  John  Hurd  and  a grandson  of 
Frederick  Hurd,  both  of  whom  were  in  their  day 
well-known  residents  of  Fairfield  county.  On  the 
maternal  side  he  is  a grandson  of  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Burton,  who  was  a West  India  trader,  and  a de- 
scendant of  the  Booth  family,  which  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  America  in  the  early  Colo- 
nial days.  The  Doctor  is  a cousin  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Nathaniel  T.  Burton,  of  Hartford.  Conn.  In  1833, 
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when  he  was  a young  child,  the  family  moved  to 
South  Bend,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Jnd.,  where  the  parents 
died  not  long  afterward,  within  three  weeks  of  each 
other,  and  grandfather  Frederick  Hurd  sent  for  the 
children  and  gave  them  a home  upon  his  farm  in 
Fairfield  county,  near  Beers'  Mills,  near  the  ITousa- 
tonic  railroad.  Here  \\  ilson  passed  his  early  years, 
alternating  the  hard  work  of  New  England  farm 
life  in  the  summer  with  attendance  at  the  public 
schools  of  the  district  in  the  winter,  acquiring  a 
practical  elementary  education.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  went  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  hatter,  but  as  his  health  showed 
signs  of  failing  he  returned  to  Connecticut  and  fol- 
lowed his  trade  there  for  a time,  later  entering  a 
machine  shop,  where  he  learned  to  make  surgical 
instruments.  During  this  time  he  succeeded  in 
earning  enough  for  his  own  support,  but  on  account 
of  continued  poor  health  he  was  making  little  head- 
way beyond  this,  and  dissatisfied  with  such  a state 
of  affairs  he  at  length  determined  to  go  to  sea  in 
the  hope  of  improving  physically.  He  shipped  for 
four  years  in  the  capacity  of  engineer,  and  followed 
the  water  for  nine  years,  during  which  time  he 
served  also  as  cook,  foremast  hand,  second  and  first 
mate,  principally  engaged  in  coasting;  one  of  his 
voyages  was  to  .San  Francisco  around  Cape  Horn, 
and  return  by  way  of  Callao  and'  the  Chincha  Isl- 
ands. 

In  1857,  still  in  quest  of  better  health,  Dr.  Hurd 
visited  the  old  Glen  Haven  Water  Cure,  at  the  head 
of  Skaneateles  Lake.  N.  Y.,  and  there  was  opened 
to  him  the  avenue  of  usefulness  which  he  has  since 
followed  with  such  gratifying  results  to  himself 
and  others.  Becoming  deeply  interested  in  the 
system  employed  there  he  studied  it  thoroughly,  and 
after  considerable  research  along  this  line  he  re- 
solved to  devote-  his  life  to  the  practice  of  its  prin- 
ciples. In  1858  he  formed  a partnership  with  two 
other  gentlemen,  and  with  James  C.  Jackson  as 
physician-in-chief,  they  opened  what  is  known  as 
the  Dansville  Water  Cure,  of  Livingston  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  for  ten  years  Dr.  Hurd  had  a daily 
average  of  one  hundred  patients  under  his  care,  in 
addition  to  which  he  was  entrusted  with  all  the 
mechanical  workings  of  this  large  institution.  In 
1868  he  sold  out  his  interest  there,  and  in  1871, 
having  made  choice  of  his  present  location,  two 
miles  east  of  Stroudsburg,  in  Monroe  county,  Penn., 
as  combining  all  the  best  advantages  for  a Cure,  he 
came  here  and  opened  the  sanitarium  where  he  has 
since  earned  such  fame.  In  the  meantime  he  was 
making  continual  progress  along  medical  lines,  hav- 
ing graduated  in  i860  from  the  hydropathic  school 
known  as  the  Hygieo-Therapeutic  College  of  New 
York  City,  a school  working  under  a charter  from 
the  Legislature  of  New  York  State,  and  he  also 
attended  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  and  the  Bellevue  Medical  College,  New 
York. 

The  site  which  Dr.  Hurd  selected,  near  the 
Delaware  river  and  Blue  mountains,  is  one  of  the 


most  charming  spots  in  Pennsylvania,  and  for  over 
fifty  years  people  have  been  attracted  to  the  place 
by  the  wild  and  weird  grandeur  of  the  scenery,  the 
remarkable  healthfulness  of  its  clear,  dry  air,  and 
the  ease  of  access  from  the  great  cities  and  sur- 
rounding country.  Its  popularity  has  increased 
steadily  until  it  now  ranks  among  the  favorite 
places  of  resort  for  the  world’s  tourists,  and  the 
number  of  visitors,  to  the  locality  grows  with  each 
succeeding  year.  Thirty  years  ago,  when  asked 
“where  is  the  most  healthy  locality  in  our  country,”' 
that  remarkable  observer  of  facts,  Thurlow  Weed, 
the  veteran  editor  of  the  Albany  Evening  Journal , 
replied,  “Monroe  county,  Penn. and  after  close 
observation  and  study  of  climatic  healthfulness  dur- 
ing the  twenty-eight  years  of  his  residence  here 
while  treating  chronic  invalids  Dr.  Hurd  has  be- 
come fully  satisfied  that  he  could  not  have  made  a 
wiser  choice.  The  entire  absence  of  malaria,  great 
purity  of  air,  the  mildness  of  the  winters  and  the 
general  equability  of  temperature  are  a few  of  the 
advantages  upon  which  its  claims  for  superiority 
over  any  resort  of  the  kind  east  of  the  Rocky 
mountains  are  based,  and  the  delightful  location  of 
the  sanitarium  buildings — in  a broad,  shallow, 
irregular  upland  basin  nestled  among  the  spurs  of 
hills  adjacent  to  and  northwest  of  the  Blue  moun- 
ains,  with  gentle  slopes  to  the  south  affording  a 
partial  view  of  the  Delaware  river — completes  the 
impression  that  for  sublime  beauty  and  healthful- 
ness this  place  has  no  superior  in  the  United  States. 

The  treatment  at  the  Sanitarium,  chiefly  water, 
treatment  in  its  various  forms  to  meet  the  needs  of 
different  patients,  is  based  upon  the  law  of  human 
organism  which  involves  continual  supply  and  waste 
to  maintain  a healthy  state.  All  kinds  of  baths,  in 
a variety  of  forms  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  spe- 
cial diseases,  are  prescribed,  together  with  mas- 
sage— dry  rubbings  and  oil  rubbings,  etc.  The 
medical  department  is  under  the  direct  management 
of  Dr.  Hurd  and  his  daughter,  Dr.  Fanny  H.  Brown, 
and  the  daily  life  of  each  patient  is  regulated  by 
competent  and  skillful  physicians  to  meet  his  or  her 
special  wants,  nothing  being  left  undone  which  may 
add  to  the  comfort  or  convenience  of  the  patrons. 

1 he  table  is  supplied  with  an  abundance  of  health- 
ful and  hygienic  food,  and  the  Cure  building, 
erected  with  the  idea  of  providing  warmth  in  win- 
ter as  well  as  coolness  in  the  summer,  is  equipped 
with  everv  modern  convenience,  has  abundant 
light,  and  is  well  ventilated  and  supplied  with  hot 
and  cold  water,  etc.  Though  this  institution  was 
especially  designed  for  invalids,  it  is  a delightful 
place  for  anyone  in  search  of  rest  and  healthful 
1 ecreation  to  pass  a few  weeks  or  months,  and  the 
praise  which  has  been  bestowed  upon  it  from  all 
quarters  is  well  deserved.  Dr.  Hurd  lives  in  the 
Line  with  his  patients,  all  of  whom  receive  his  per- 
sonal attention,  and  in  his  forty-one  years  of  expe- 
1 ience,  nine  of  which  were  passsed  as  examining  and 
superintending  physician  of  one  of  the  largest  water 
cures  in  the  country,  he  has  acquired  a rare  skill  in 
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diagnosing  diseases  safely  and  clearly  and  admin- 
istering the  proper  treament.  He  has  based  all 
his  methods  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  nat- 
ural law,  and  adheres  closely  to  these  scientific 
rules,  this  constituting  the  difference  between  his 
system  of  treating  disease  and  that  of  prescribing 
medicines,  and  he  is  fully  entitled  to  the  confidence 
of  the  public  and  the  large  patronage  which  has 
been  accorded  to  him  in  this  his  life  work.  He  has 
made  a record  which  could  not  fail  to  satisfy  the 
most  exacting  inquirer  as  to  his  ability  to  determine 
the  nature  of  a disease  and  determine  upon  the  most 
beneficial  course  of  treatment,  and  his  patients  come 
chiefly  from  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  though 
a great  number  are  from  New  York,  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania.  Naturally  he  is  particularly 
well  advanced  in  the  science  of  healing  by  the  water 
treatment  in  its  varied  forms,  and  it  "is  in  this  field 
that  he  has  acquired  the  greater  part  of  his  wide 
practice  and  his  special  reputation. 

In  August,  1866,  Dr.  Hurd  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Hannah  A.  Johnson,  daughter  of 
the  Hon.  Emerson  Johnson,  of  Sturbridge,  Mass., 
and  two  daughters  blessed  this  union : Fanny  Bur- 
ton, born  in  1867.  and  Anna  Johnson,  born  in  1870, 
at  Round  Hill,  Mass.  The  eldest  daughter  re- 
ceived her  early  education  at  home,  having  for  a 
tutor  Rev.  Andrew  W.  Hardy,  of  Stroudsburg,  who 
was  an  old  friend  of  the  Hurd  family.  He  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  finished  his  education  in  the 
Edinburg  University,  and  the  Doctor,  knowing 
him  to  be  a man  of  high  scholarly  attainments, 
brought  him  to  his  home  to  instruct  his  daughters. 
Miss  Fanny  Hurd  subsequently  attended  Oberlin 
(Ohio)  College  for  a period  of  two  years,  and  in 
1888  she  entered  the  University  of  Michigan,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  where  she  took  the  regular  course  in 
medicine,  graduating  in  July,  1891.  During  her 
attendance  there  she  became  actively  interested  in 
the  religious  work  of  the  institution,  especially  the 
Mission  Band,  and  when  Robert  Speer,  the  mis- 
sionary enroller  for  foreign  work,  called  there  for 
volunteers,  Miss  Hurd  was  one  of  those  to  offer  her 
services  for  the  foreign  field,  and  was  in  due  time  ac- 
cepted by  the  Presbyterian  Board.  In  October, 
1891,  she  was  married  to  Dr.  Hugh  M.  Brown,  of 
Kincardine,  Canada,  who  was  also  a student  at  Ann 
Arbor  and  a member  of  the  Mission  Band,  and  they 
set  sail  for  Korea  within  a short  time,  continuing 
in  medical  missionary  work  in  that  country  for 
three  years.  They  returned  to  America  in  1894  on 
account  of  Dr.  Brown’s  health,  living  in  California 
until  1896,  during  which  time  he  practiced  medi- 
cine as  he  was  able,  and  in  January,  1897,  they  came 
East  to  New  York  State,  staying  in  Dansville  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  January  5,  following.  1 
After  her  husband’s  death  Mrs,  Brown  returned  to 
her  early  home  in  Monroe  ccunty,  and  here  she  has 
since  resided,  acting  as  assistant  physician  to  her 
father  in  his  work  in  the  sanitarium.  She  has  two 
children — Donald  H.,  born  in  1892  at  Cheefu, 
China,  and  Agnes  L.,  born  in  February,  1894,  at 


Fusan,  Korea.  Anna  J.  Hurd  received  her  educa- 
tion at  home  and  in  the  college  at  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
and  she  is  a highly  intelligent  young  lady,  of  a 
business  turn  of  mind  and  possessed  of  unusual  ex- 
ecutive ability.  She  is  at  present  residing  in  Dans- 
ville, New  York. 

In  religious  connection  Dr.  Hurd  is  a devout 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Stroudsburg,  in 
whose  welfare  he  is  deeply  interested,  and  he  has 
always  been  pronounced  in  the  religious  feature  of 
his  institution,  starting  the  day  with  family  wor- 
ship, and  believing  the  daily  life  should  be  so  true 
as  to  be  a part  of  religion.  He  is  regarded  by  all 
who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance  as  a 
thorough  Christian  gentleman,  and  it  is  generally 
acceded  that  his  attractive  personality  has  had  much 
to  do  with  his  success  in  his  chosen  profession,  his 
genial  and  kind  disposition  winning  him  many 
friends  from  all  classes  of  humanity.  Dr.  Hurd  is 
well  informed  on  all  matters  of  general  interest 
relating  to  the  social,  industrial  and  political  life  of 
his  country,  and  he  has  been  public-spirited  in  aid- 
ing by  his  means  and  influence  the  advancement 
and  progress  of  the  locality  of  his  adopted  home, 
where  he  is  held  in  high  esteem.  His  political  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  Republican  party,  in  whose 
success  he  takes  a warm  interest. 

JOHN  H.  SMITH,  a leading  business  man 
and  influential  citizen  of  Lackawaxen,  Pike  county, 
eminently  deserves  classification  among  the  purely 
self-made  men  who  have  distinguished  themselves 
for  their  ability  to  master  the  opposing  forces  of 
life,  and  to  wrest  from  fate  a large  measure  of  suc- 
cess and  an  honorable  name. 

Andrew  Smith,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
February  19,  1818,  in  the  southern  part  of  Germany, 
where  the  grandfather,  Andrew  Smith,  Sr.,  spent 
his  entire  life.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  the 
former  came  to  America,  and  first  found  employ- 
ment in  New  York  City.  When  the  Erie  railroad 
was  being  constructed  he  kept  a boarding  house  for 
the  laborers  at  various  points  along  the  line,  both 
at  Otisville,  N.  Y.,  and  near  Narrowsburg,  that 
State.  He  was  married  in  Germany  to  Miss  Anna 
Stager,  who  was  born  in  April,  1816,  a daughter 
of  Michael  and  Anna  Stager,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Margaret,  now  the 
wife  of  Michael  Stager,  who  is  engaged  in  the  shoe 
business  in  Dayton,  Ohio;  John  H.,  of  this  review; 
Anna,  deceased,  who  was  married  and  lived  in  New 
York  City  : and  Charles,  who  is  married  and  engaged 
in  farming  near  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y.  The  father  de- 
parted this  life  March  19,  1892,  and  the  mother  now 
makes  her  home  with  her  younger  son. 

John  H.  Smith  was  born  April  4,  1847,  M Otis- 
ville, Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  first  attended  the  common 
schools  of  that  State,  and  later  was  a student  in  the 
New  York  City  schools  for  four  years.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  and 
learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  he  followed  it  for 
fourteen  vears  along  the  Delaware  river,  in  both 
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Kcw  York  and  Pennsylvania.  In  1876  he  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Lackawaxen,  and  lias 
successfully  carried  on  operations  along  that  line 
ever  since.  He  is  also  engaged  in  quarrying  blue 
stone  quite  extensively,  the  greater  part  of  the 
product  of  his  quarries  being  sold  in  Brooklyn  and 
other  eastern  cities,  lie  lias  about  400  acres  9^ 
heavilv  wooded  land,  on  which  he  is  engaged  in 
lumbering,  the  lumber  at  one  time  being  rafted 
down  the  Delaware  river  to  Philadlephia.  During 
the  busy  season  he  employs  some  seventy  men, 
while  at  other  times  about  half  that  number  find 
emplovment  in  his  quarries  and  lumber  woods.  He 
is  an  enterprising  and  energetic  business  man,  of 
known  reliability,  and  has  met  with  more  than  or- 
dinary success  in  his  undertakings. 

In  New  York  City  Mr.  Smith  was  married,  in 
August,  1870.  to  Miss  Margaret  Beisel,  who  was 
born  in  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county,  De- 
cember 28,  1855,  a daughter  of  George  Beisel.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born  five  children: 
Charles,  who  assists  his  father  in  business  and  re- 
sides at  home ; and  John,  Andrew,  Albert  and  Mar- 
garet, all  at  home.  Since  casting  his  first  vote  Mr. 
Smith  has  been  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
he  has  most  efficiently  tilled  the  offices  of  collector, 
township  auditor  and  school  director.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a Roman  Catholic. 

JOHN  F.  GREEN.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  one  of  the  young  men  of  Monroe  county  whose 
ancestral  history  extends  back  for  several  genera- 
tions in  this  immediate  locality.  He  has  demon- 
strated the  strong  fibre  and  the  inherent  integrity  of 
his  inheritance,  and  also  that,  in  the  conditions 
which  now  surround  the  vocation  of  a Pennsyl- 
vania farmer,  he  can  thrive  and  prosper  to  a notable 
degree.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progress- 
ive agriculturists  of  Monroe  county,  fully  alive  to 
the  possibilities  about  him,  and  ever  ready  and  faith- 
ful in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  a public-spirited 
citizen. 

Mr.  Green  was  born  in  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
July  9,  1859,  a son  °f  John  J.  and  Elizabeth 
( Kresge)  Green,  both  natives  of  Monroe  county, 
John  J.  Green,  who  was  by  occupation  a farmer  and 
wheelwright,  died  at  Effort,  Penn.,  in  April,  1884, 
aged  fifty-three  years.  He  was  a son  of  John  Green, 
a pioneer  and  prominent  farmer  of  Monroe  county, 
and  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  politics 
a Democrat.  His  widow  is  now  living  at  Effort  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  a well-preserved  and 
intelligent  lady.  Her  parents,  John  and  Sally 
Kresge,  were  early  and  lifelong  residents  of 
Monroe  county.  The  children  born  to  John  J.  and 
Elizabeth  Green  were  as  follows : Alice,  wife  of 
Oscar  Rodenback,  a tinsmith,  of  Brodheadsville ; 
John  F.,  subject  of  this  sketch:  Wilson,  a lumber- 
man: Catherine,  who  married  Jefferson  Kresge,  of 
East  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; Oscar,  a bookkeeper,  of 
Philadelphia,  Penn. ; and  Nettie,  wife  of  Peter  Van 
Buskirk,  of  Saylorsburg. 


John  F.  Green  remained  at  the  home  of  his 
parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
In  his  earlier  youth  lie  was  engaged  in  farming,  and 
when  his  services  were  not  needed  at  home  he  might 
be  found  in  the  fields  of  his  neighbors,  for  he  was 
an  industrious  lad,  and  had  early  in  life  learned  the 
value  and  importance  of  continual  labor.  To  him 
work  was  not  a burden  to  be  shunned,  but  rather 
a problem  to  be  overcome,  and  he  took  pleasure  in 
fulfilling  his  tasks  as  they  daily  appeared  before 
him.  The  spirit  thus  displayed  perhaps  explains 
his  subsequent  success.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
entered  the  service  of  a spoke  manufacturer  at  Ef- 
fort, and  remained  in  that  work  for  ten  years.  It 
is  notable,  however,  that  until  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority he  gave  his  salary  to  his  parents. 

In  March,  1884,  Mr.  Green  was  married  at  Gil- 
bert, Monroe  county,  to  Miss  Ida  Barthold,  a native 
of  Chestnut  Hill  townsnip,  Monroe  county  and 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Eliza  (Roth)  Barthold, 
prominent  residents  of  the  same  township.  To 
John  F.  and  Ida  Green  have  been  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Miles,  Spener,  Ella,  Wilbur,  Pearl 
(deceased),  Esther,  Harvey,  John,  and  Arthur.  In 
1889  Mr.  Green  came  to  his  present  farm,  which  he 
purchased  from  Jefferson  Kresge,  and  here  he  has 
since  remained,  engaged  successfully  in  farming. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His  po- 
litical affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  known  as  a self-made  man,  a thorough  famer, 
and  commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  people 
to  whom  lie  is  known. 

MELCHIOR  HELLER,  whose  memory  is 
still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  his  fellow  citizens  and 
business  associates  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county,  was  for  many  years  prior  to  his  death,  on 
April  10,  1889,  one  of  the  leading  men  in  this  part 
of  Monroe  county.  He  was  a native  of  the  county, 
born  in  June,  1828,  in  Poplar  Valley,  Stroud  town- 
ship, son  of  Anthony  and  Sallie  (Fetherman)  Hel- 
ler, and  he  was  a self-made  man  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  successful  through  his  own  efforts,  but 
nevertheless  modest  and  unassuming  in  everything 
with  a generous  disposition  and  kindliness  of  heart 
which  won  friends  for  him  wherever  he  went. 

Mr.  Heller  commenced  life  a poor  boy,  but 
from  early  life  he  displayed  those  qualities  which 
played  so  important  a part  in  his  successful  career, 
and  he  rose  by  untiring  industry  and  watchful 
economy  to  an  enviable  position  among  the  oros- 
perous  farmers  and  lumbermen  of  the  county.  He 
followed  farming  from  his  youth,  after  his  mar- 
riage buying  the  Huffman  farm,  which  he  culti- 
vated, but  he  clicl  not  devote  all  his  time  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  following  milling  and  lumbering 
and  dealing  largely  in  stock  in  addition  to  conduct- 
ing his  farm.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  trade  of 
cooper,  he  and  his  father  manufacturing  flour  bar- 
rels, and  at  one  time  he  was  engaged  quite  exten- 
sively in  the  manufacture  of  brick  and  lime  (he 
burnt  the  brick  used  in  the  house  on  the  old  home- 
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stead).  In  company  with  his  sister's  husband, 
John  Smoyer,  he  bought  the  mill  property  now 
owned  by  his  son-in-law,  F.  W.  Eilenberger,  which 
then  consisted  of  a grist  and  saw  mill  run  by  water 
power,  and  they  made  many  improvements,  repaired 
the  sawmill  and  put  in  an  engine;  Mr.  Heller 
finally  purchased  Mr.  Smoyer 's  interests.  In  these 
connections  he  became  widely  known  throughout 
Monroe  county,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  man 
gained  and  retained  a better  reputation  for  hon- 
esty and  integrity  in  all  his  dealings  than  Mr.  Hel- 
ler, The  indomitable  perseverance  and  good  judg- 
ment which  characterized  all  his  business  transac- 
tions won  for  him  the  admiration  of  all  who  knew 
him  in  commercial  life,  and  he  was  gifted  with 
personal  qualities  which  invariably  inspired  respect 
and  friendship  in  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  a large  amount  of 
real  estate,  and  was  a director  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Stroudsburg.  Prosperous  beyond  his 
early  hopes,  he  never  lost  an  opportunity  to  let 
others  benefit  by  his  good  fortune,  and  no  one  ever 
called  on  him  for  help  in  vain,  his  generosity  re- 
lieving many  people,  especially  the  worthy  poor. 
Cheerful  and  considerate  in  his  treatment  of  all,  he 
was  highly  esteemed  and  beloved  by  all  classes 
during  his  life  and  deeply  mourned  at  his  decease, 
which  was  regarded  throughout  the  community  as 
an  irreparable  loss.  He  was  thoroughly  sincere 
in  his  personal  attachments,  numbering  his  friends 
by  the  score  in  and  around  Smithfield,  where  by  his 
prominence  in  business,  political  and  religious  cir- 
cles he  was  widely  acquainted  and  correspondingly 
popular.  Politically  he  was  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party  all  his  life,  and  though  not  a poli- 
tician in  the  sense  of  office-seeker  he  received  many 
honors  at  the  hands  of  his  friends  in  this  locality, 
being  elected  to  various  offices  of  importance  in  the 
township,  all  of  which  he  filled  with  his  customary 
ability  and  faithfulness.  For  three  years  he  served 
as  treasurer  of  Monroe  county. 

In  January,  1850,  Mr.  Heller  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Smith,  who  was  born  in 
November,  1826,  daughter  of  John  and  Katie 
(Huffman)  Smith,  and  comes  from  one  of  the  prom- 
inent old  families  of  Smithfield  township.  Her 
grandfather,  Adam  Smith,  was  horn  in  Lehigh  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  coming'  from  good  old  German  stock, 
and,  removing  to  Monroe  county,  settled  in  Smith- 
field  township  during  the  pioneer  days.  He  pur- 
chased a large  amount  of  land  here,  which  he  di- 
vided among  his  sons,  and  John,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Heller,  settled  on  a tract  near  East  Stroudsburg, 
where  he  followed  farming  all  his  days.  John 
Smith  married  Katie  Huffman,  the  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Catherine  Huffman,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  children,  Elizabeth,  Philip,  and 
Sarah,  Mrs.  Heller.  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Bush,  of  Smithfield,  and  died  there  leaving 
three  children — Catherine,  Sarah  (Mrs.  Detrick), 
and  Ettie  (Mrs.  Samuel  Meckley).  Philip  lived  and 
died  on  the  old  Smith  homestead,  where  he  followed 


farming;  he  married  Katie  Lee,  and  they  had  two 
children — Ida,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Brutzman, 
and  Sarah  J.,  Mrs.  Alfred  LaBar,  both  of  Smith- 
lield.  Mrs.  Heller  now  has  a Bible,  published  in 
17 65,  which  belonged  to  her  grandfather,  Adam 
Smith ; it  is  sixteen  inches  long,  ten  inches  wide, 
and  six  inches  thick,  bound  in  board,  covered  in 
leather,  and  has  brass  corners. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleller  had  a family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  we  have  the  following  record:  John, 
born  in  1852  in  Smithfield,  married  Miss  Ella 
Trible,  and  resided  on  his  farm  at  Shawnee,  where 
he  died  in  February,  1898,  leaving  his  wife  and 
three  children — Robert  D.,  Melchior  and  Sarah. 
Elizabeth,  horn  in  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Hiram 
LaBar,  of  Shawnee,  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
Smithfield  township.  Catherine,  born  in  1856, 
married  M.  C.  Kautz,  of  Smithfield,  where  she 
died;  she  left  no  family.  Sallie,  born  in  1858,  is  the 
widow  of  Jonas  Nye,  of  Smithfield ; she  has  one 
daughter,  Mattie.  Isabel,  born  in  i860,  is  the  wife 
of  Albert  Knapp,  of  East  Stroudsburg ; they  have  no 
children.  Frank,  born  in  1861,  grew  to  manhood 
on  the  Heller  homestead  and  received  a good  edu- 
cation, attending  the  local  public  schools  and  the 
Brodheadsville  high  school;  in  1893  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Edinger,  daughter  of  Peter  R.  and 
Eliza  Edinger,  who  are  prominent  residents  of 
Poplar  Valley,  Monroe  county,  belonging  to  one  of 
the  old-settled  families  of  that  section,  and  the 
young  couple  have  made  their  home  with  Mrs. 
Fleller,  in  her  pleasant  home  at  Branchville.  Ber- 
tha, born  July,  1865,  is  the  wife  of  Philip  Peters, 
of  East  Stroudsburg,  and  has  three  children — Bes- 
sie, Amy  and  Bernard.  William,  born  in  1866, 
married  Miss  Viola  Eilenberger,  and  they  reside 
on  his  farm  at  Shawnee;  they  have  no  family.  Amy, 
born  in  1871,  married  Frederick  W.  Eilenberger, 
of  Minsi,  and  has  five  children.  Mary  L.,  born  in 
1872,  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Cyphers,  of  Bethlehem, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn. ; they  have  one  son,  Earl. 

The  father  of  this  family  was  from  earlv  life 
a faithful  member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  in 
which  he  was  an  active  worker,  and  he  gave  liberally 
of  his  ample  means  toward  its  support  throughout 
his  life.  In  1887  Mr.  Heller’s  health  began  to  fail, 
and  he  passed  away  in  April,  1889,  sincerely  re- 
gretted by  a wide  circle  of  sorrowing  friends  and 
acquaintances,  all  of  whom  realized  that  in  his  death 
the  community  lost  a citizen  whose  place  could  not 
easily  be  filled — a man  who  had  always  proved  him- 
self a true  friend,  a good  neighbor  and  a public- 
spirited  worker  for  the  general  welfare  and  progress 
whenever  occasion  demanded.  He  was  a member 
of  Barger  Lodge  No.  325,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Strouds- 
burg, and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors.  Mrs. 
Heller  shared  with  her  husband  all  the  hardships 
and  privations  which  he  experienced  in  his  early 
struggles,  aiding  him  faithfully  as  counselor  in  his 
business  affairs  as  well  as  in  the  precincts  of  home, 
and  she  also  shared  with  him  the  esteem  and*  regard 
which  came  to  him  in  his  later  years.  She  is  now 
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living  retired  in  the  comfortable  home  to  which 
thev  removed  in  1882,  when  Air.  llcller  gave  up  the 
farm,  and  she  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
residents  of  Smithfield  township,  where  her  friends 
are  legion. 

LEVI  DRAKE  is  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  and  no  work 
which  aims  to  present  an  account  of  the  chief  actors 
in  the  various  activities  of  that  thriving  little  city 
would  be  complete  without  mention  of  his  name. 

The  Drake  family  originated  in  England,  but 
as  no  definite  records  are  known  to  exist  the  infor- 
mation concerning  early  generations  depends  upon 
tradition  only.  Levi  Drake,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  probably  in  the  United  States,  and 
for  many  years  he  was  a fanner  in  Smith- 
field  township,  Northampton  (now  Monroe)  county. 
He  married  Elnor  Van  Camp,  and  left  a family  of 
eleven  children.  Of  the  seven  sons,  Daniel  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven ; Joseph  W.,  at  eighty-three ; 
Wayne,  at  sixty-five;  John,  at  sixty-six;  Silas,  at 
seventy-six;  Alfred,  at  eighty-three;  and  James  is 
now  (1899)  aged  seventy-eight  years.  There  were 
four  daughters:  Alary,  Airs.  John.  Lazerds ; Sarah, 
Airs.  Melchoir  Dreher;  Jane,  Airs.  Ephraim  Lock- 
ard ; and  Hannah,  who  married  and  died  in  early 
womanhood. 

Joseph  W.  Drake,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  August  24,  1794,  in  what  is  now  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood amid  the  surroundings  of  pioneer  life.  His 
meager  education  was  acquired  mainly  by  private 
study,  but  his  innate  ability  was  seen  in  his  success- 
ful business  career,  in  which  he  accumulated  a 
handsome  competence.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the 
millwright’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  fifteen 
years,  and  later  he  became  interested  in  farming  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  March,  1877.  He  was  an  excellent 
citizen,  and  was  active  in  religious  work  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  Physically  he  was 
hardy  and  robust,  weighing  about  160  pounds,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  who  was  of  medium  size,  were  both 
blondes.  He  was  married  in  1824,  to  Miss  Mary 
Labar,  generally  known  as  “Pollie,”  who  was  born 
August  6,  1806,  in  Northampton  county,  and  died 
January  24,  1886.  They  had  three  children : Amos, 
born  July  17,  1828,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven;  Levi,  our  subject;  and  Louis,  who  resides 
in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  on  the  old 
homestead. 

Levi  Drake  was  born  October  14,  1833,  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and  was  educated 
in  the  country  schools  of  the  day.  His  opportuni- 
ties were  limited,  but  he  made  the  most  of  them, 
and  by  his  own  ingenuity  and  industry  developed 
a keen  and  accurate  insight  into  business  methods. 
For  a number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  general  business  operations,  but  in  1885,  he  re- 
tired a»d  took  up  his  residence  in  Stroudsburg,  own- 
ing, besides  his  home  there,  a fine  farm.  His  time 


is  now  occupied  chiefly  with  the  management  of  his 
investments  and  the  loaning  of  money,  and  while 
his  manner  is  quiet  and  unostentatious,  any  good 
judge  of  character  will  recognize  in  him  the  quali- 
ties of  the  typical  financier ; he  has  been  a director 
in  the  Stroudsburg  National  Bank  for  ten  years. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  and  his  family 
are  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a leading  member.  During  the  Civil 
war  Mr.  Drake  was  drafted,  but  being  unable  to 
leave  his  business  he  sent  a substitute. 

On  September  10,  1859,  Mr.  Drake  married 
Miss  Catherine  Weiss,  a native  of  Smithfield,  Mon- 
roe county,  whose  valuable  counsel  and  assistance 
were  potent  factors  in  his  success,  as  he  proudly 
acknowledges  she  assisted  him  nobly  in  accumu- 
lating the  competence  which  he  now  enjoys.  Mrs. 
Drake  passed  away  December  2,  1898,  deeply 
mourned  by  her  many  friends.  She,  too,  was  a 
member  of  and  active  worker  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Their  only  son,  Stewart,  born  August  6, 
i860,  is  a farmer  in  Stroud  township,  Alonroe 
county.  He  married  Miss  Alice  Swartwood,  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  Swartwood,  of  the  same  township,  and 
they  have  two  children — Jennie  C.  and  Garfield. 
The  former,  who  now  resides  with  her  grandfather, 
has  received  an  excellent  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  State  Normal  School  at  Strouds- 
burg. 

The  Weiss  family  is  of  French  origin,  and  Airs. 
Drake’s  paternal  grandfather,  John  Weiss,  came 
from  France  to  settle  in  Northampton  county.  Her 
father,  the  late  Reuben  Weiss,  was  born  in  1807,  at 
Bethel,  and  died  in  1896.  He  married  Miss  Susan 
Myers,  daughter  of  John  Myers,  a mason  by  trade, 
who  died  in  Alonroe  county,  and  ten  children  were 
born  of  this  union:  Mary,  who  married  (first) 
Robert  Demont,  and  (second)  Frank  Bush,  of 
Newark,  N.  J. ; Catherine,  Airs.  Drake ; John,  a resi- 
dent of  Northampton  county;  William,  who  resides 
in  Portland,  Northampton  county ; Louisa,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eleven ; Enos,  who  died  in  childhood ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  S.  Purdy;  Jacob,  a resident  of 
Philadelphia ; Louis,  who  resides  in  Scranton ; and 
Ida,  wife  of  H.  Edinger. 

WILLIAM  GUNSAULES,  cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Stroudsburg,  Alonroe  coun- 
ty, is  a man  of  influence  in  his  community,  his 
honorable  record  as  a soldier,  business  man  and 
citizen  having  thoroughly  established  him  in  the 
confidence  of  the  people.  His  public  spirit  has  been 
shown  in  many  ways,  all  worthy  movements  re- 
ceiving his  sympathy. 

Mr.  Gunsaules  is  descended  in  the  paternal  line 
from  an  old  Spanish  family,  the  name  appearing  in 
history  as  Gonzales.  Alanuel  Gunsaules,  a native 
of  Spain,  settled  at  Bushkill,  in  Pike  county,  as 
early  as  1750.  This  worthy  pioneer  had  ten  chil- 
dren, among  whom  were  the  following:  Manuel, 
Samuel,  Elizabeth,  and  Catherine  (wife  of  Samuel 
Turner,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.).  Of  these,  Eliza- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


191 


'beth  was  captured  by  the  Indians  at  the  age  of 
seven  years,  while  she  and  her  father  were  hunting 
for  the  horses  on  the  Delaware  flats  in  the  rear  of 
Bushkill  church.  The  Indians  started  in  pursuit  of 
them,  and  Mr.  Gunsaules  escaped  by  jumping  into 
a washout,  where  he  remained  concealed,  hut  little 
Elizabeth  ran  in  a different  direction  and  was  over- 
taken. That  night,  on  encamping,  the  Indians 
talked  of  killing  her,  hut  an  old  man  among  them 
•objected,  saying  that  she  was  a smart  girl,  and  he 
would  take  care  of  her.  She  accompanied  them  to 
Canada,  where  she  remained  thirty-two  years,  shar- 
ing the  life  of  the  tribe  and  marrying  a chief,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children  who  died  before  ma- 
turity. An  old  Indian  who  visited  the  former 
haunts  of  his  people  at  Bushkill  remarked  to  Mr. 
Gunsaules  that  if  he  would  give  him  a drink  he 
would  tell  where  his  daughter  was,  and  on  learning 
of  her  fate  Mr.  Gunsaules  went  to  Canada  with  a 
neighbor  and  found  her  as  described.  She  remem- 
bered that  her  name  was  Lizzie,  hut  had  forgotten 
her  family  name,  and  although  her  husband  and 
•chief  was  dead  she  did  not  wish  to  return  to  her 
native  country  and  abandon  the  mode  of  life  she  had 
followed  so  long.  She  was  finally  induced  to  go, 
however,  and  later  married  Peter  Quick,  of  Belvi- 
dere,  New  Jersey. 

Manuel  Gunsaules,  son  of  the  pioneer,  was 
horn  at  Bushkill,  where  he  made  his  home.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Utt,  and  they  had  the  following 
named  children : Samuel,  Margaret,  and  Manuel. 

Manuel  Gunsaules,  third  child  of  Manuel  and 
Elizabeth  (Utt)  Gunsaules,  married  Sarah  Cort- 
right,  daughter  of  William  Cortright,  who  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  he  and  two  com- 
panions, a Mr.  Teal  and  a Mr.  McGinnis,  being 
taken  to  the  backwoods,  where  Mr.  McGinnis  was 
hilled  by  his  captors.  The  white  settlers  near  Bush- 
kill afterward  rescued  the  other  two  men,  killing 
a number  of  Indians.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gunsaules 
settled  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  a 
short  distance  below  Bushkill.  Their  children, 
were:  Betsy,  who  married  Barney  Decker,  of 

Smithfield  township ; Anna,  wife  of  George  Ivint- 
ner ; Margaret  S.,  who  did  not  marry ; Susan,  who 
married  Martin  Overfield;  Sarah,  wife  of  Jacob 
Cortright;  Emanuel  Heister,  father  of  our  subject; 
Wiliam,  who  married  Mary  Kirwan;  James  and 
Samuel,  who  settled  in  New  York;  and  Mary,  wife 
of  Andrew  Frutchev. 

Emanuel  H.  Gunsaules  was  born  in  Middle- 
smithfield,  near  Bushkill,  June  6,  1819,  and  died 
there  February  13,  1897.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer,  his  homestead  being  one  of  the  best  in  the 
township,  and  for  many  years  he  took  a leading  part 
in  local  affairs,  serving  in  various  offices,  including 
those  of  county  commissioner  and  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  was  noted  for  his  sound  judgment  and 
impartiality,  and  as  magistrate  he  administered  jus- 
tice alike  to  friend  and  foe.  Integrity  was  one  of 
his  marked  characteristics,  his  dealings  being  free 
from  duplicity,  and  he  followed  any  course  which  he 


deemed  right  regardless  of  results.  As  a neighbor 
he  was  always  ready  to  lend  a helping  hand,  and 
be  often  acted  as  a good  Samaritan  to  the  needy  and 
infirm,  llis  kindliness  winning  him  the  esteem  of 
all  classes  in  the  community.  In  politics  he  was  a 
lifelong  Democrat,  and  during  his  long  official  career 
he  made  many  friends  among  the  leaders  of  the 
party.  Flis  wife,  Elizabeth  (Trach),  who  died  in 
August,  1882,  aged  sixty  years,  was  of  German  de- 
scent, and  her  parents,  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Michaels)  Trach,  were  early  settlers  in  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county.  Ten  children  were  born 
of  their  union,  as  follows:  William,  our  subject; 
John  M.,  a resident  of  Madisonville,  Lackawanna 
county;  Luther,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  L.,  wife 
of  M.  D.  Turn,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township; 
Helen,  wife  of  Findley  B.  Overfield,  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Henrietta,  who  married  Henry  T.  La- 
Bar,  of  Stroudsburg;  Frank,  of  Middle  Smithfield 
township ; Miss  Susan,  who  cared  for  her  father  in 
his  declining  years;  George  M.,  of  Washington,  N. 
J. ; and  Charles  E.,  of  Binghamton,  New  York. 

William  Gunsaules  was  born  March  22,  1842, 
and  was  reared  a farmer  boy,  his  education  being 
obtained  in  the  schools  near  his  homestead.  When 
sixteen  years  old  he  began  his  business  career  as 
clerk  in  a store  at  Dingman’s,  Pike  county,  and  in 
1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  132nd  P.  V.  I.,  being 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  re- 
mained in  the  service  one  year,  taking  part  in  sev- 
eral engagements,  including  the  battles  of  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  and  Chancellorsville,  but  was  not 
wounded.  On  his  return  to  the  North  he  was  em- 
ployed for  four  years  as  clerk  in  a wholesale  house 
at  Stroudsburg,  after  which  he  took  a position  in 
the  Stroudsburg  Bank,  remaining  there  six  years. 
He  then  entered  the  First  National  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington, N.  J.,  as  teller,  holding  that  position  nine 
years,  and  in  1885  he  accepted  the  post  he  has  since 
occupied,  that  of  cashier  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Stroudsburg. 

In  1874  Mr.  Gunsaules  married  Miss  Catherine 
A'  an  Vliet,  who  is  a native  of  Monroe  county,  and  a 
member  of  an  old  and  honored  family,  being  the 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Lettie  (Griffin)  A^an  Vliet, 
farming  people.  Three  children  have  blessed  this 
union:  Jennie,  who  died  at  the  ag’e  of  four  years; 
Mary,  who  graduated  in  June,  1899,  from  the 
Woman’s  College,  at  Baltimore,  Md. ; and  Bertha, 
who  graduated  in  1899,  from  Pennington  (N.  J.) 
Seminary.  The  entire  family  unite  with  the  M.  E. 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Gunsaules  has  held  some  of- 
ficial positions  for  the  past  twenty-five  years.  He 
is  a strong  supporter  of  the  temperance  cause.  Po- 
litically he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  but 
he  has  never  had  any  official  aspirations. 

HENRY  TRAN SUE,  a well-known  merchant 
of  East  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  is  a man 
whose  industry  and  thrift  have  enabled  him  to  over- 
come adverse  circumstances  and  accumulate  a hand- 
some competence. 
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Mr.  Transue  conies  of  good  French  ancestry, 
and  his  grandfather,  Elias  Transue,  was  a prominent 
pioneer  of  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county. 
When  he  died  he  left  five  sons:  John,  Abraham, 

Isaac,  Jacob,  and  Anthony,  our  subject's  father 

Anthony  Transue  was  born  in  1787,  and  died 
in  i8(>o.  lie  was  a man  of  excellent  character,  a 
member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  polit- 
ically he  was  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party, 
liis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Brutz- 
man,  was  born  in  1806,  and  died  in  1865  . 1 hey  had 
the  following  children : Susan,  Frederick,  Charles, 
Henry,  Jacob,  Caroline,  Adam  and  Eve  (twins), 
Hannah,  Abraham  and  Warren. 

Our  subject  was  born  hebruary  16,  1834-  hi 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and  was 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  from  youth,  hrom 
daylight  to  dark,  day  after  day,  he  labored  at  farm 
work,  but  he  managed  to  save  from  his  scanty  earn- 
ings, and  in  time  he  bought  a farm  for  himself  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  resided  until  1896.  He  then  purchased  his  pres- 
ent property  in  East  Stroudsburg,  where  he  built  a 
combined  store  and  residence.  The  products  of  his 
farm  form  a large  portion  of  his  stock,  and  their  ex- 
cellent quality  has  brought  him  a fine  class  of  custo- 
mers and  a constantly  increasing  trade.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a Democrat  of  the.  old  fashioned  sort,  but 
he  has  not  entered  the  race  for  official  honors. 

In  1872  Mr.  Transue  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Hosier,  and  after  her  death  he  married  Miss  Fannie 
Gardner,  of  Delaware  Gap.  By  his  first  marriage  he 
had  three  children : Carrie  A.,  who  died  when  six 
years  old  ; Samuel,  who  died  when  thirteen  months 
old,  and  Miss  Mattie,  who  is  at  home.  By  the  sec- 
ond union  he  has  had  two  children : Edna  and  Clyde. 

STROUD  BURSON  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  a prominent  resident  of  Monroe  coun- 
tv, and  his  name  will  always  be  associated  with  the 
development  of  East  Stroudsburg,  the  village  having 
been  built  upon  the  farm  once  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  him.  Although  he  spent  his  later  years  in 
retirement  he  never  lost  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  community,  and  his  death,  on  November  16, 
1891,  caused  sincere  grief  among  his  large  circle 
of  acquaintances. 

The  Burson  family  is  of  Bucks  county  stock, 
and  our  subject’s  father,  James  Burson,  who  was 
born  in  that  county  March  2 7,  1777,  came  to  this 
section  early  in  life,  locating  in  the  vicinity  of 
Stroudsburg,.  He  engaged  in  farming  and  mill- 
ing, which  he  followed  many  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring February  18,  1855.  On  April  9,  1801, 
he  married  Aliss  Deborah  Stroud,  who  was  born 
January  25,  1782,  and  died  August  4,  1866.  Of 
their  nine  children,  the  eldest,  Miss  Danelia  S..  born 
February  25,  1802,  died  September  2,  1882;  Caro- 
line, born  November  15,  1803,  was  married  June 
20,  1842.  to  W illiam  Hollinshead,  and  immediately 
went  to  Wisconsin  where  her  death  occurred  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1890;  Jacob,  born  April  1,  1806,  died 


December  12,  1828;  Miss  Elizabeth  S.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 2 1808,  died  November  27,  1872;  Isaac,  born 
Mav'  28  1810,  settled  at  Elkhorn,  Wis.,  where  he 
died  March  5,  1881  ; Miss  Emily,  born  December 
j 1,  1812,  died  December  5,  1872;  Stroud,  our  sub- 
ject, is  mentioned  more  fully  below:  Louis,  boin 
November  7,  1820,  died  in  infancy;  and  Louis  M., 
born  July  28,  1822,  died  October  21,  1892. 

Stroud  Burson  was  born  July  28,  1816,  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  during  boyhoocj  he  attended  the  academy  at 
Stroudsburg  for  some  time.  He  then  pursued  a 
higher  course  of  study  at  Newton,  N.  J.,  and  on 
leaving  school  spent  a year  or  two  in  teaching  in 
Virginia.  Returning  home,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. continuing  that  occupation  a number  of  years, 
until  liis  land  came  into  demand  for  building  pur- 
poses owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  East  Strouds- 
burg. Mr.  Burson  was  keenly  interested  in  the 
questions  of  the  day,  and  while  he  was  a Republi- 
can in  early  manhood  he  became  an  ardent  Pro- 
hibitionist in  later  years.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a Methodist.  On  August  23,  1871,  he  married 
Miss  Charlotte  A.  Miller,  who  survives  him  and 
still  resides  at  Stroudsburg. 

ALVIN  SLUTTER  is  the  populaUand  genial 
proprietor  of  “The  Elvin,”  one  of  the  favorite  sum- 
mer boarding  houses  of  Paradise  township,  Mon- 
roe county.  He  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Monroe 
county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Hamilton  township, 
in  September,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Annie 
(Arnold)  Skitter.  The  father  was  born  in  Ham- 
ilton township,  Monroe  county,  in  1809,  and  was  a 
son  of  George  Slutter,  a native  of  Germantown, 
Philadelphia,  Penn.,  who  died  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship. His  other  children  were  George,  who  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Hamilton  township,  where  his 
wife  still  resides ; and  John,  who  has  made  his  home 
in  Missouri  since  early  manhood. 

After  his  marriage  Jacob  Slutter  began  domes- 
tic life  on  the  old  Slutter  homestead  in  Hamilton 
township,  where  he  and  his  wife  remained  until 
called  to  the  world  beyond,  the  former  dying  in 
1885,  the  latter  in  1877.  In  their  family  were  twelve 
children — eight  sons  and  four  daughters — all  born 
on  the  old  homestead.  Joseph  and  John  are  un- 
married and  are  still  living-  on  die  old  home  farm  in 
Hamilton  township;  Jacob  married  Martha  Will- 
iams, of  Hamilton  township,  where  they  live  with 
their  five  children;  George  and  Andrew,  twins,  died 
when  young;  Charles  is  unmarried  and  lives  in 
Northampton  county,  Penn. ; Stewart  is  unmarried 
j and  is  a resident  of  Iowa;  Lydia  A.,  who  was  a de- 
vout Christian,  died  on  the  old  homestead  a few 
years  ago ; Mary  is  the  wife  of  David  Ivahlor,  of 
Northampton  county ; Sarah  married  Edwin  Bower, 
of  Northampton  county,  and  died  leaving  five  chil- 
dren— Edwin,  Robert,  Asher,  Laura  and  Annie. 

Alvin  Slutter  was  reared  to  habits  of  industry 
upon  the  old  home  farm  and  received  his  literary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Hamilton  town- 
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ship.  When  a young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of 
painter,  which  he  followed  for  some  years  before 
his  marriage.  In  March,  1894,  he  wedded  Miss 
Sarah  Ellen  Johnson,  the  accomplished  daughter  of 
Amos  and  Lizzie  Johnson,  of  Pocono  township, 
Monroe  county,  the  former  a native  of  Northamp- 
ton county,  the  latter  of  Carbon  county,  Penn.  Mrs. 
Slutter  was  born  in  Plainfield,  Northampton  county, 
in  October,  1866,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Tannersville,  Monroe  county.  She  is  third  in  the 
order  of  birth  in  a family  of  seven  children,  the 
others  being  as  follows:  Joseph,  who  is  single  and 
resides  in  Northampton  county ; Eugene,  who  is 
married  and  makes  his  home  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Augusta,  wife  of  Edward  Babp,  of  Northampton 
county;  Lillie,  Peter  S.,  and  Edwin,  who  are  still 
with  their  parents. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slutter  be- 
gan domestic  life  in  Paradise  township,  near  the 
famous  Wiscasset.  In  1896  Mr.  Slutter  erected ‘one 
of  the  fine  boarding  houses  for  which  this  region 
is  justly  noted.  It  is  supplied  with  every  modern  im- 
provement, including  hot  and  cold  water,  bath 
rooms,  and  in  fact  every  comfort  and  convenience 
found  in  a first-class  boarding  house.  Being  heated 
throughout  by  furnace,  it  is  comfortable  in  winter 
as  well  as  summer.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  on 
Main  street,  near  Mt.  Pocono,  in  the  midst  of  all  the 
beauties  for  which  the  Pocono  mountains  are  noted. 
“The  Elvin”  is  a model  of  neatness  in  every  respect 
and  possesses  many  attractions  for  its  boarders. 
Politically  Mr.  Slutter  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  socially  is  a member  of  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  No.  827,  of  Neola.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  his  wife  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  Tan- 
nersville ; their  kindly  influence  is  felt  among  their 
many  associates,  while  their  generous  hospitality  is 
appreciated  by  the  many  guests  who  linger  at  their 
beautiful  home  until  the  chilly  winds  of  winter  drive 
them  back  to  the  city. 

JACOB  S.  MICK,  a well-known  cigar  manu- 
facturer at  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  citizens  of  that  place,  and  in  1897 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  jury  commis- 
soner,  in  which  he  is  serving  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Mick  was  born  November  30,  1850,  in  New 
York  City,  a son  of  Jacob  Mick,  a native  of  Ger- 
many, who  came  to  the  country  in  early  manhood, 
and  followed  the  carriage  maker’s  trade  in  New 
York  for  some  years  prior  to  his  death.  After 
his  arrival  in  New  York  he  married  Miss  Frederica 
Sommers,  who  survived  him  with  five  children : 
Charles,  Catherine,  Frederica,  Emma  and  Jacob  S. 
His  widow  married  David  Bender,  and  removed  to 
Monroe  county,  and  by  this  union  there  were  four 
children : Rose,  Ida,  Walter  and  Frances. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Monroe  county,  and  later  served  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  cffiar  trade  with  his  brother,  Charles  P., 
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in  Stroudsburg.  He  remained  with  this  brother 
until  fourteen  years  ago,  when  lie  engaged  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  meeting  with  success  from 
the  start.  He  now  has  a large  trade,  his  cigars  being 
disposed  of  in  his  own  and  adjacent  counties.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  being  an  active 
worker  in  the  local  organization,  and  in  addition  to 
his  duties  as  jury  commissioner  he  is  serving  at  pres- 
ent as  a member  of  the  Stroudsburg  board  of 
health.  In  1876  Mr.  Mick  married  Miss  Catherine 
Miller,  who  was  born  in  1856,  in  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  have  two 
children:  Rose  Ella,  a student  in  the  State  Normal 
School  at  East  Stroudsburg,  and  Frank.  Socially 
Mr.  Mick  is  identified  with  various  organizations, 
and  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men. 

WILLIAM  H.  STUBBS,  one  of  the  honored 
veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a highly  esteemed  citi- 
zen of  Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe  county,  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  August  17,  1838,  and  is 
of  English  ancestry.  His  grandfather,  Joseph 
Stubbs,  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in  1794, 
and  there  married  Martha  Wilshire,  who  was  born 
in  Cheshire,  England,  by  whom  he  had  two  children : 
William,  the  father  of  our  subject;  and  Alice,  who 
married  Elijah  Blowers,  and  lived  in  Tobyhanna 
township,  where  they  reared  their  family,  and  both 
spent  their  last  days  in  Colorado.  Some  years  after 
his  marriage  the  grandfather  brought  his  family  to 
the  New  World  and  located  at  Philadelphia,  where 
he  made  his  home  for  several  years.  From  there 
he  removed  to  Monroe  county,  and  in  Tobyhanna 
township  purchased  four  hundred  acres  of  wild  land 
at  Locust  Ridge,  on  which  he  engaged  in  lumbering 
and  farming.  He  was  a cotton  manufacturer  in 
England,  and  during  his  residence  in  Philadelphia 
also  followed  that  occupation.  He  died  in  Toby- 
hanna township  in  1871,  his  wife  on  August  8,  1862,. 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

William  Stubbs,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  March  1,  1815,  and  was  a 
mere  boy  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  America. 
His  first  work  was  in  Tobyhanna  township,  but  he 
afterward  returned  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
worked  in  a cotton  factory  for  some  years.  He  was 
married  in  that  city  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Geary,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Ann  (Fitzplace) 
Geary.  Her  father  was  born  in  Lancashire,  England, 
and  came  to  America,  but  afterward  returned  to  his 
native  land,  where  his  death  occurred.  Her  mother 
was  a native  of  Portsmouth,  England,  and  daughter 
of  a custom  house  officer.  Mrs.  Stubbs  was  born  in 
Lancashire,  England,  and  died  in  Monroe  county, 
March  14,  1882,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  the  father  returned  to  Toby- 
hanna township,  but  subsequently  he  again  went 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  until  our  sub- 
ject was  ten  years  old.  He  then  took  up  his  resi- 
dence on  Parkenson's  clearing  in  Tobyhanna  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  where  he  engaged  in  lumber- 
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ing  and  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
five  vears  later.  Jle  was  a Republican  in  politics 
and  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

William  Henry  Stubbs,  our  subject,  is  the  eld- 
est in  the  family  of  five  children ; Joseph  Aaron  was 
a member  of  Company  D,  67th  P.  V.  I.,  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  was  killed-  at  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Creek,  June  21,  1864;  John  Mangar  served  in  the 
same  company  and  is  now  living  in  Clearfield 
county,  Penn.;  Martha  Jane  (deceased)  was  the 
wife  of  Edwin  Everett,  lived  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  died  August  23,  1 868 ; 
George  Washington  is  a farmer  and  lumberman 
living  in  Clearfield  county. 

As  previously  stated,  William  H.  Stubbs  was 
ten  vears  of  age  when  he  came  to  Tobyhanna  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  his  education  was  ob- 
tained prior  to  that  time  in  the  schools  of  Philadel- 
phia. After  the  death  of  his  father  he  remained 
upon  the  home  farm,  and  assisted  his  mother  in  car- 
ing for  the  younger  members  of  the  family. 
Throughout  his  business  career  his  energies  have 
been  devoted  to  lumbering  and  farming. 

On  June  1,  1867,  in  Carbon  county,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Stubbs  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Buck,  who  was  born  there,  October  6,  1847,  a 

daughter  of  George  and  Polly  (Boyer)  Buck,  also 
natives  of  Carbon  county.  The  children  born  to 
our  subject  and  his  wife  are  as  follows:  Joseph 
Ambrose,  a laborer,  is  living  in  Luzerne  county, 
Penn. : he  is  married  and  has  three  children 

Almeda  is  now  the  widow  of  Chillis  Felker  and  has 
one  child,  William  Harry.  William  Harry,  son  of 
our  subject,  is  a member  of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons 
of  America  and  resides  at  home.  George  W.  is  a 
member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  is  engaged  in 
office  work  in  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn.  Theodore  F. 
resides  at  home,  and  is  the  mail  carrier  between 
Stoddardsville  and  Pocono  Summit.  Susana 
Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Francis  Serfass,  of  Toby- 
hanna township,  and  has  two  children — Varnes 
Raymond  and  Clarence.  Florence  Nightingale 
resides  111  Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

On  September  21,  1861,  Mr.  Stubbs  responded 
to  his  country’s  call  for  aid,  enlisting  in  Company 
D,  67th  P.  Y.  I.,  and  when  his  term  expired  was 
mustered  cut.  but  in  January,  1864,  he  re-enlisted, 
serving  until  July,  1865.  He  was  a brave  and  fear- 
less soldier,  always  found  at  his  post  of  duty,  and 
participated  in  many  important  engagements,  in- 
cluding the  battles  of  Occoquan  Creek  and  Win- 
chester, also  skirmishing  around  Berryville.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester,  and  was  confined 
in  Libby  prison  for  thirty-five  days.  After  rejoin- 
ing his  regiment  he  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Mine 
Run,  Locust  Grove,  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  all 
of  the  engagements  around  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg, the  Wilderness,  the  second  battle  of  Win- 
chester, and  the  battles  of  Fisher’s  Hill  and  Cedar 
Creek,  besides  many  minor  engagements.  He  was 
also  present  at  the  surrender  of  General  Lee. 


Soon  after  the  war  Mr.  Stubbs  went  to  Mis- 
souri', but  did  not  remain  there  long,  and  on  his 
return  to  Monroe  county,  resumed  farming  and 
lumbering*  in  i obvhanna  township.  Here  he  owns 
a good  farm  of  forty  acres,  all  cleared  and  under 
cultivation,  and  is  also  interested  in  stock  raising. 
The  Republican  party  has  always  found  in  him  a 
stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  has  filled 
the  positions  of  inspector  on  the  election  board, 
while  at  present  he  is  serving  his  second  term  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  holds  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  his  wife  is  a 
Lutheran  in  religious  faith. 

JACOB  R.  STORM,  one  of  the  most  reliable 
and  * enterprising  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of 
Jackson  township,  Monroe  county,  was  born  in 
Paradise  township,  that  county,  December  31,  1844, 
and  is  a grandson  of  John  Storm,  of  whom  mention 
is  made  in  the  sketch  of  John  B.  Storm  elsewhere. 

Andrew  L.  Storm,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a native  of  Monroe  county,  born  in  Hamilton 
township,  April  29,  1804,  and  there  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Rhodes,  who  was 
born  in  Dry  Land,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  April 
18,  1808,  a daughter  of  John  Rhodes.  After  their 
marriage  they  located  in  Paradise  township,  where 
Mr.  Storm  purchased  a tract  of  unimproved  land, 
which  he  cleared  and  converted  into  a good  farm. 
In  connection  with  general  farming  he  also  specu- 
lated in  cattle,  and  he  remained  on  the  original  pur- 
chase until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  September, 
1887.  Elis  wife  survived  him  one  year,  dying  in  Sep- 
tember, 1888.  Both  were  earnest  and  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he 
was  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  To  them 
were  born  the  following  children : Sally  Ann,  wife 
of  B.  Neison,  of  Hyde  Park,  Penn. ; William,  who 
died  in  1892  in  Paradise  township,  where  his  chil- 
dren now  reside ; Peter,  a resident  of  Lestershire ; 
Maria,  widow  of  Charles  Row,  who  lives  on  the  old 
farm  in  Paradise  township ; Katie,  deceased  wife  of 
J.  Hillard,  of  Monroe  county;  Rachel,  widow  of 
William  Beisheker,  and  a resident  of  Barrett  town- 
ship, Monroe  county ; Amanda,  wife  of  Augustus 
Beisheker ; Ellen,  wife  of  M.  E.  Bush,  a speculator 
living  in  Paradise  township ; John,  who  died  in 
Paradise  township,  leaving*  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren ; Andrew,  who  died  in  the  same  township, 
leaving*  a family  of  ten  children;  Jacob  R.,  our  sub- 
ject; Joshua,  an  employe  of  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  railroad,  residing  in  Mt.  Pocono, 
Monroe  county;  Mahlon,  a farmer  of  Paradise 
township ; and  Lydia,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  his  native  township  Jacob  R.  Storm  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth  in  much  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  and  earl)'  acquired  an 
excellent  knowledge  of  every  department  of  farm 
work.  Ihere  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sallie  Doll,  who  was  born  December  2,  1854,  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Miller)  Doll, 
who  are  mentioned  in  connection  with  Harrison 
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Miller,  elsewhere.  Her  mother  is  still  living  in 
Jackson  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Storm  have  become 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  Ella,  born 
January  18,  1875,  is  now  the  wife  of  James  Frailey, 
of  Appenzell,  Jackson  township;  Charles,  horn  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1877,  died  in  infancy;  Arthur,  born  Sep- 
tember 19,  1878,  and  Harry,  born  July  14,  1881, 
are  both  employed  at  Mt.  Pocono,  Monroe  county ; 
Libby,  born  November  25,  1883;  Andrew  Roscoe' 
born  May  18,  1888,  and  Walter,  born  June  8,  1890! 
are  all  at  home;  Lula,  born  June  19,  1892,  died 
February  10,  1893 ; Wilmer,  born  December  24, 
1894,  died  April  14,  1896;  and  Stanley  Elington, 
born  April  21,  1896,  completes  the  family. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Storm  continued  to 
live  in  Paradise  township  until  1885,  and  owned 
land  there,  on  which  he  was  engaged  in  general 
farming.  During  the  winter  months  he  also 
Avorked  in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1885  he  moved 
to  Jackson  township  and  purchased  a farm  of  sev- 
enty-two acres,  about  fifty  acres  of  which  are  tilla- 
ble, and  here  he  has  successfully  carried  on  opera- 
tions as  a farmer  and  stock  raiser.  At  National 
■elections  he  always  supports  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Democratic  party,  but  at  local  elections,  where 
no  issue  is  involved,  Azotes  independently.  He  has 
served  as  inspector  of  elections,  but  his  time  is  occu- 
pied for  the  most  part  with  his  business  interests, 
leaving  little  opportunity  to  participate  in  public 
•affairs.  Both  he  and  his  Avife  are  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  is  now  serving  as  trustee. 

DEWITT  C.  YOTHERS,  a leading  citizen  of 
Tobyhanna  Mills,  Monroe  county,  and  the  popular 
station  agent  for  the  DelaAvare,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad  at  that  place,  is  a native  of  Mon- 
roe county,  born  in  Coolbaugh  township,  in  1852,  a 
son  of  John  W.  and  Catherine  (Deetz)  Yothers,  the 
former  a native  of  Montgomery  county,  Penn.,  the 
latter  of  Phildelphia.  The  father  Avas  reared  in 
his  birthplace,  and  when  a young  man  came  to  Cool- 
baugh toAvnship,  Monroe  county,  where  he  folloAved 
lumbering  for  a number  of  years.  From  1850  until 
1859  he  was  one  °f  the  leading  lumbermen  in  his 
section  of  the  county,  and  in  partnership  with  Na- 
than Houck  was  an  extensive  dealer  in  manufac- 
tured lumber.  I11  1867  he  removed  to  Barrett 
township,  Monroe  countv,  and  erected  a hotel  at 
Cresco,  which  he  successfully  conducted  for  some 
years ; but  his  last  years  Avere  devoted  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  died  in  1886,  and  his  AvidoAV 
still  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Barrett  township. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  Avere  four 
sons,  our  subject  being  the  eldest.  The  others  are 
as  follows:  (2)  William  D.,  born  in  Coolbaugh 

tCAvnship,  in  1854,  received  a public-school  educa- 
tion and  noAV  resides  in  Cresco,  Avhere  he  is  serving 
as  station  agent  for  the  DelaAvare,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad;  he  married  Amelia  A.  Shafer,  of 
Mountain  Home,  and  they  have  an  adopted  daugh- 
ter, Emma.  (3 1 Charles  D.,  born  in  Coolbaugh 


township,  in  1856,  is  assistant  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  of  Owego,  N.  Y. ; he  married  Min- 
nie Drake,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  and  they  have 
two  daughters,  Nellie  and  Florence.  (4)  Horace, 
born  in  Coolbaugh  township,  in  i860,  received  a 
good  common-school  education,  and  when  a young 
man  also  learned  telegraphy,  holding  the  position  of 
operator  for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
railroad  at  Gouldsboro ; at  present,  however,  he  is 
manager  of  an  electric  light  plant  at  Owego,  N.  Y., 
where  he  makes  his  home ; he  married  Miss  Fannie 
Lamont,  of  that  city. 

Dewitt  L.  Yothers  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  Monroe  county  for  his  literary  education. 
In  1869  he  commenced  learning  telegraphy  at  Cres- 
co, and  his  first  position  Avas  as  operator  in  charge 
of  the  telegraph  office  for  the  DelaAvare,  Lackawanna 
& Western  Railroad  Company  at  Stroudsburg. 
From  1872  until  1876,  he  was  general  agent  at  their 
office  in  Mt.  Pocono,  and  for  the  following  four 
years  Avas  with  the  New  Jersey  Central  railroad  at 
Ocean  Beach,  N.  J.  He  was  assistant  agent  at  El- 
mira, N.  Y.,  on  the  Buffalo  division  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western,  and  from  there  was  trans- 
ferred to  Bath,  N.  \ . He  Avas  next  in  the  dis- 
patcher’s office  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  until  July,  1884, 
when  he  came  to  Tobyhanna  Mills  to  accept  his 
present  position,  that  of  general  agent.  He  is  now 
one  of  the  most  trusted  employes  of  the  company, 
and  has  full  charge  of  their  extensive  business  at  that 
place.  He  is  a man  of  good  business  ability,  is 
genial,  courteous  and  obliging,  and  has  made  many 
friends  in  the  various  places  where  he  has  been  lo- 
cated. Since  attaining  his  majority  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  while  a 
resident  of  Mt.  Pocono  served  as  postmaster  for 
three  years.  He  has  also  filled  the  offices  of  tax  col- 
lector and  township  auditor  for  several  terms,  and 
is  at- present  a school  director  and  treasurer  of  the 
board. 

On  October  9,  1889,  Mr.  Yothers  Avas  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Jessie  Black,  who  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  New  York,  and  for  a year  Avas  one 
of  the  successful  teachers  of  Tobyhanna  Mills. 
They  have  a pleasant  home  in  that  village,  where 
they  have  passed  their  entire  married  life.  Mr. 
Yothers  is  a member  of  Stroudsburg  Lodge  No. 
325,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Katahdin  Tribe  No.  353,  I.  O. 
R.  M.,  of  Tobyhanna  Mills,  and  his  wife  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Edward  Black,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Yothers,  Avas 
born  in  1830,  in  Allegany  county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of 
William  D.  and  Julia  Black,  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  the  Empire  State.  The  father,  Avho  was  a 
lumberman  by  occupation,  died  in  1887 ; the  mother 
is  also  deceased.  Edward  Avas  the  eldest  in  their 
family  of  five  children,  the  others  being  as  folloAvs : 
(2)  Jane  Avas  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and 
married  Levi  Longcore,  of  New  York,  Avho  removed 
to  Michigan,  Avhere  he  died  leaving  a widow  Avith 
four  children ; she  has  since  married  and  lives  in 
Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.  (3)  Adaline  is  the 
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wife  of  John  Henry  I Hack , of  Scio,  N.  Y.,  and  they 
have  two  daughters:  Frances  and  Teressa.  (4) 
Solomon,  a resident  of  New  York,  wedded  Mary 
Tucker,  of  that  State,  and  they  have  five  children: 
Eugene,  Garfield,  Alice,  Eva  and  Ora.  (5)  V ill- 
iam  enlisted  in  a New  York  regiment  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  in  one  of  the  hospitals  at  \\  ash- 
ington,  D.  C. 

Reared  in  his  native  State,  Edward  Black  was 
educated  in  its  district  schools,  and  when  a young 
man  followed  lumbering  there.  Coming  to  Cool- 
baugh  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1862,  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  William  E.  Dodge  & Co.,  as 
foreman  of  their  planing  mill,  which  position  he  held 
until  1896,  being  also  manager  of  their  large  mills 
at  Williamsport  for  three  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1862,  to  Miss  Sarah  Dowling,  daughter  of 
John  P.  and  Jane  Dowling,  representatives  of  one  of 
the  prominent  pioneer  families  of  Coolbaugh  town- 
ship. She  received  a good  classical  education  in  the 
schools  of  Monroe  county  and  New  York.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Black  located  at  Tobyhanna  Mills, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  three  years  spent  at  Williamsport.  In  1892 
he  purchased  real  estate  in  the  village,  has  erected 
thereon  a fine  home,  known  as  Prospect  Cottage, 
and  during  the  summer  months  entertains  city  board- 
ers. Both  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  and  faithful 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Tobyhanna  Mills,  while  he  is  also  a member  in  good 
standing  of  Stroudsburg  Lodee  No.  325,  F.  & A.  M. 
In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  most  creditably  filled  the  offices  of  auditor,  school 
director  and  judge  of  election. 

Mrs.  Yothers,  who  was  born  in  Tobyhanna 
Mills  in  1864,  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren. (2)  Joza  E.,  born  in  the  same  place,  in  1875, 
obtained  her  literary  education  in  the  home  schools 
and  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; she  is  a young  lady  of 
culture  and  refinement,  possessing  more  than  ordi- 
nary musical  ability,  and  has  been  given  superior 
advantages  along  that  line;  she  was  for  some  time 
a pupil  in  Prof.  Southworth’s  Musical  College  at 
Scranton,  in  1897  attended  the  New  York  Musical 
College,  has  been  a student  in  the  Philadelphia  Mu- 
sical Academy,  and  is  now  instructor  of  music  at 
Tobyhanna  Mills.  (3)  Allen  S.,born  1882, is  a young 
man  of  scholarly  attainments,  and  is  now  attending 
school  in  Philadelphia.  (4)  W.  Fleming,  born  in 
1885,  is  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  New  York 
schools.  Socially  the  family  is  one  of  prominence. 

JOSEPH  F.  FOULKE  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
‘ Highland  Dell  House,”  near  Stroudsburg,  Monroe 
county,  a beautiful  country  residence  which  is  much 
visited  by  summer  tourists,  and  the  attractions  of 
the  place  have  done  much  to  advertise  the  merits 
of  the  picturesque  region  around  Stroudsburg  is 
resort  for  seekers  after  health  and  recreation. 
Year  after  vear  there  is  gathered  there  a large  cir- 
cle of  cultured -guests,  and  the  host  and  his  family 
by  their  own  refinement  command  the  respect  and 


friendship  of  the  most  exclusive.  Mr.  Foulke 
comes  of  honorable  ancestry,  his  family  being  of 
old  Colonial  stock,  and  in  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character  he  does  credit  to  his  name. 

I.  The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  definite 
record  was  Edward  Foulke,  who  was  born  at  Gwy- 
nedd, Wales,  in  1651,  and  came  to  America  in  1698, 
locating  in  Gwynedd  township,  Montgomery  Co., 
Penn,  (then  a part  of  Philadelphia),  where  he  died 
in  1741.  He  bought  a large  tract  of  land  there,  and 
the  station  of  Penllyn,  on  the  Northern  Pennsylva- 
nia railroad,  named  after  an  ancestral  home  in 
Wales,  is  now  located  on  a portion  of  this  purchase. 

II.  Hugh  Foulke,  the  second  son  of  Edward, 
was  born  in  Wales  in  1685,  and  accompanied  his 
parents  to  America.  He  married  Ann  Williams, 
and  afterward  moved  from  Montgomery  county 
to  Bucks  county,  his  death  occurring  in  the  latter 
locality  in  1760.  Like  all  of  his  family  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  a minister  in  that  body.  He  left  a 
large  family  and  the  line  of  descent  in  which  we 
are  now  interested  was  continued  tnrough  his  sec- 
ond son,  John. 

III.  John  Foulke  was  born  in  1722  and  died 
in  1787.  He  was  a prominent  citizen  of  his  com- 
munity in  his  day,  and  from  1769  to  1775  served  as 
a member  of  the  Provincial  Assembly.  His  wife, 
Mary,  was  a daughter  of  Edward  Roberts,  and  they 
had  seven  children. 

IV.  Evan  Foulke,  the  third  son  of  John,  was 
born  at  Quakertown,  Bucks  county,  in  1771,  and 
became  the  owner  of  large  tracts  of  land  there. 
Later  in  life  he  removed  to  Doylestown,  Penn.,  and 
in  1817  he  located  at  Cherry  Valley,  Stroud  town- 
ship, Monroe  county  (then  Northampton),  where 
he  purchased  real  estate,  but  his  last  days  were  spent 
in  Zanesville,  Ohio.  He  married  Miss  Sarah 
Nixon,  daughter  of  William  Nixon,  a descendant 
of  Morris  Morris  (an  early  settler  of  Abingdon 
and  Richland),  and  his  wife  Susannah,  who  was  a 
beloved  minister  in  the  Society  of  Friends.  To 
Evan  and  Sarah  Foulke  the  following  children 
were  born:  Olivia;  Samuel;  Charles  M. ; Margaret, 
wife  of  James  Michener ; Susan,  wife  of  George 
Linton;  Tacy;  Morris,  who  married  Mary  Edkin : 
Edward,  who  married  Miss  Vicker;  and  Asenath, 
who  married  Samuel  Foulke. 

V.  Charles  M.  Foulke,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  February  26,  1801,  at  Quakertown,  where 
his  education  was  begun  in  the  Friends  School,  and 
during  boyhood  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Doylestown.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  became  a 
resident  of  Cherry  Valley,  and  for  some  years  he 
assisted  his  father  in  the  clearing  and  cultivation 
of  his  extensive  tracts  of  land.  On  his  father’s 
removal  to  Ohio,  Charles  M.  Foulke  purchased  the 
Cherry  Valley  property,  and  continued  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  About  1840  he  wished  to  dispose 
of  a portion  of  his  land,  which  lay  partly  on  the 
mountain  and  partly  in  the  valley,  and  as  he  found 
no  purchaser  for  the  former  tract  he  sold  the  latter, 
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building  himself  a new  home  on  the  mountains. 
The  boarding  of  summer  tourists  was  then  an 
entirely  new  enterprise,  but  the  salubrious  air  and 
charming  scenery  made  the  project  seem  feasible, 
and  Mr.  Foulke  began  with  two  young  ladies,  the 
venture  meeting  with  such  success  that  before  his 
house  was  completed  he  had  all  the  guests  he  could 
make  room  for.  As  time  passed  the  demand  for 
accommodations  increased,  many  wealthy  guests 
engaging  quarters  a year  ahead,  and  he  found  the 
business  more  lucrative  as  well  as  more  congenial 
than  farming.  To  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  his  place  has  always  been  a favored  retreat, 
and  the  warm  friendships  formed  with  visitors 
from'  a distance  was  one  of  the  chief  pleasures  of 
his  life.  His  wife,  Mary  Caroline  P.  Edkins,  was 
a talented  woman  of  much  strength  of  character, 
and  while  she  never  neglected  her  domestic  duties 
she  was  for  many  years  a minister  in  the  Society 
■of  Friends.  At  various  times  she  traveled  about, 
visiting  congregations  at  different  places,  espe- 
cially in  the  Southern  and  Middle  States,  going  as 
far  west  as  Indiana,  and  she  was  a regular  attend- 
ant at  meetings  in  New  York  City,  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore.  She  was  born  March  9,  1809,  and 
died  December  17,  1890,  while  her  husband  passed 
away  March  r,  1883.  They  had  four  children: 
Frances  A.,  deceased ; Sarah  Jane,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  fifteen;  Miss  Susan  L.,  who  resides  in 
Stroudsburg;  and  Joseph  F.,  our  subject. 

VI.  Joseph  F.  Foulke  was  born  October  24, 
1838,  at  his  present  homestead,  and  his  education 
was  obtained  at  an  academy  at  Water  Gap,  with 
one  year  in  a school  at  Gwynedd  and  two  years  at 
school  in  Quakertown.  For  some  time  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  an  uncle,  a bridge  contractor  at 
Philadelphia,  but  later  he  returned  home  and  be- 
came the  mainstay  of  his  father  in  managing  the 
■“Highland  Dell  House.”  Amid  the  congenial  so- 
ciety gathered  in  that  pleasant  resort  his  manners 
early  received  the  polish  of  refinement,  while  his 
active  mind  has  been  quick  to  seize  upon  informa- 
tion concerning  the  current  topics  of  the  time.  The 
House  is  located  on  a range  of  mountains  with 
Cherry  Valley  on  the  south,  and  on  the  north  the 
valley  in  which  nestles  the  city  of  Stroudsburg, 
over  700  feet  below,  making  an  ideal  spot  for  a 
health  resort.  About  125  rooms  are  set  apart  for 
guests,  and  during  the  summer  season  they  are  all 
filled  with  appreciative  visitors.  Mr.  Foulke  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  but  has  not  taken  an  active 
share  in  partisan  work.  He  married  Caroline  Mc- 
Cullev,  a native  of  Philadelphia,  and'  his  home  is 
brightened  by  three  children : Maria,  Charles  M. 
and  Helen. 

WILLIAM  SAWYER.  Pike  county  has 
many  well-to-do  and  successful  citizens  who  are  the 
architects  of  their  own  fortunes,  and  are  connected 
largely  with  the  official  life  of  their  commuity. 
Among  these  is  the  subject  of  this  personal  history, 
who  makes  his  home  in  Westfall  township,  and  is  1 


successfully  engaged  in  both  carpentering  and  farm- 
ing at  Mill  Rift. 

Mr.  Sawyer  was  born  on  a part  of  his  present 
farm,  July  8,  1856,  and  is  a son  of  John  N.  Sawyer, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere.  Though  he  made 
his  home  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-five,  he  commenced  earning  his  own  live- 
lihood at  the  age  of  twelve  by  working  for  neigh- 
boring farmers,  being  thus  employed  until  his  mar-, 
riage.  He  then  erected  his  present  comfortable 
residence,  and  has  since  given  much  attention  to 
carpentering.  He  is  a natural  mechanic,  having 
never  served  an  apprenticeship  at  his  trade ; but  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  commenced  working  at  the 
same  with  his  father-in-law.  He  is  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  fellow  citi- 
zens recognizing  his  worth  and  ability  have  called 
him  to  office.  He  acceptably  served  as  township 
auditor  for  two  years,  and  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  for  a term  of  five  years,  but  resigned  at  the  end 
of  three.  Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church. 

At  Mill  Rift,  in  December,  1882,  Mr.  Sawyer 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Winter- 
mute,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three 
children ; Nellie  E.,  John  and  Wilber  W. 

Isaac  Wintermute,  Mrs.  Sawyer’s  father,  is  a 
well-known  general  merchant  and  postmaster  at 
Mill  Rift,  where  he  is  also  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
Uire  of  kindling  wood.  He  was  born  in  Stillwater 
township,  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  October  4,  1819,  and 
is  a son  of  Joseph  R.  and  Elizabeth  (Maines)  Win- 
rermute,  who  were  of  German  extraction  and  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Sussex  county.  The  father.  a 
farmei  by  occupation,  died  in  1858,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years,  the  mother  in  1888,  aged  eightv-four 
years,  and  both  were  buried  in  Tranquility  cemetery, 
Sussex  county.  Their  children  were:  Jacob,  a brick 
manufacturer  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  who  married 
Susan  Quick ; Isaac,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Sawyer ; 
Margaret,  deceased  wife  of  John  P.  Vought ; Elias, 
deceased;  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Ralph  Titus; 
Levi,  who  married  Jane  Cowles,  and  is  sexton  of  the 
cemetery  at  Tranquility,  N.  J. : Jane,  wife  of  Philip 
Savercool,  a farmer  of  Sussex  county  ; and  Winfield, 
a carpenter  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Ann 
Van  Akin.  Mrs.  Sawyer’s  paternal  great-grandpar- 
ents were  Peter  and  Rachel  (Rhodes)  Wintermute, 
the  former  a native  of  Germany,  the  latter  of  Eng- 
land. He  was  a merchant  and  farmer  at  Stillwater, 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  was  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  .George,  Peter,  Mrs.  Margart 

Dodder,  Charles,  William,  Joseph  R.  and  Mrs.  Elsie 
Wilson. 

Isaac  Wintermute  has  been  three  times  mar- 
ried. In  1845,  in  Westfall  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  he  wedded  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin C.  Van  Akin,  and  she  died  leaving  one  child, 
Elizabeth  Ann,  now  deceased,  who  first  married  Ed- 
ward Lucky  and  (second)  Mark  Van  Etten.  Mr. 
Wintermute’s  second  wife  was  Kate  J.  Nearpass,  a 
daughter  of  Walter  Nearpass,  of  Sussex  county,  N. 
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J.,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children : Levi  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Cora  Allen;  Jennie,  wife  of 
Nathan  Smith,  an  engineer  of  Middletown,  N.  V; 
Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  George,  deceased. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1866,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-two  years.  For  his  third  wife  Mr. 
\\  intermute  married  Mrs.  Hannah  (Davis)  Sawyer. 

CALVIN  C.  SHANNON.  Among  the  pros- 
perous and  intelligent  farmers  of  Pike  county,  the 
record  of  whose  lives  fills  an  important  place  in  this 
volume,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  commemorate  the 
name  of  this  gentleman,  who  is  now  carrying  on 
operations  as  a general  farmer  in  Lackawaxen  town- 
ship, and  is  meeting  with  a well  deserved  success. 

Mr.  Shannon  was  born  in  that  township,  Jan- 
uary 17,  1840,  and  there  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
much  the  usual  manner  of  country  boys,  acquiring 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, ancl  assisting  his  father  in  the  farm  work, 
and  also  in  his  hotel  and  store.  In  this  way  he  ac- 
quired an  excellent  knowledge  of  business  methods 
which  has  been  of  much  practical  benefit  to  him  in 
later  vears.  For  some  years  after  his  marriage  he 
was  employed  as  a carpenter  on  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  canal  and  the  Erie  railroad,  but  in  1879  he 
embarked  in  mercantile  business  in  Lackawaxen, 
continuing  the  same  for  twenty-one  years,  and  for 
fifteen  vears  he  also  had  charge  of  a restaurant  at 
that  place.  Selling  out  in  1898,  he  bought  the  farm 
which  his  father  had  owned  many  years  previous, 
and  to  its  cultivation  and  further  improvement  he 
now  devotes  his  energies.  It  consists  of  350  acres, 
of  which  forty  have  been  placed  under  the  plow, 
and  upon  the  place  is  an  excellent  orchard  contain- 
ing apples,  pears,  peaches,  etc.  LTpright  and  honor- 
able in  all  his  dealings  he  has  gained  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con- 
tact either  in  business  or  social  life,  and  his  friends 
throughout  the  county  are  legion.  In  his  political 
affiliations  Mr.  Shannon  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  he  has  been  honored  with  several  local  offices, 
being  school  director  many  years,  township  auditor, 
county  auditor  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  past 
ten  years.  Socially  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  eleven  years, 
and  religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

On  January  31,  1861,  at  Tustan,  Sullivan  Co., 
X.  Y.,  Mr.  Shannon  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Elmyra  Bennett,  and  they  have  had  the  follow- 
ing children  : Isabella,  born  October  5,  1862,  died 
September  17,  1863;  Albert  Joel,  born  November  8, 
1864,  married  Marian  Lewis,  and  is  now  a mer- 
chandise broker  of  Jackson,  Mich. ; Amy  Blanche, 
born  December  13,  1865,  is  the  wife  of  Floyd  L. 
Pelton,  a mail  carrier  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Horace 
Lozelle,  born  May  26, 1868,  married  Adelaide  Brown, 
and  is  bookkeeper  for  a railroad  company  at  New 
Haven,  Conn. ; Myra,  born  August  5,  1869,  is  the 
wife  of  Alfred  Brink,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Friend 
B.,  born  April  14,  1871,  married  Jennie  Conklin,  and 


thev  reside  at  Kirkwood,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  "is  employed  as  a telegraph  operator ; Fonda  H., 
born  August  10,  1873,  died  April  1,  1875;  Stanley 
R.,  born  September  29,  1875,  was  kdled  on  the  Erie 
railroad  June  14,  1894;  and  Bertha  Edith,  born  Au- 
gust 24,  1879,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Allis,  of  Mont- 
clair. New  Jersey. 

lames  L.  Bennett,  Mrs.  Shannon's  father,  who 
is  at  present  located  at  Barry,  Pike  Co.,  111.,  was 
born  February  1,  1823,  in  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  studied  for  the  min- 
istry. In  July,  1845,  he  married  Ann  Piper  who  was 
born  March"  10,  1826,  and  died  July  16,  1875.  Mrs. 
Shannon,  who  was  born  May  24,  1846,  was  their 
oldest  child,  the  others  being  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of 
M.  Brown,  a farmer  of  East  Pharsalia,  N.  Y. ; 
Richard  James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years; 
Erastus,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Joseph  F.,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Illinois.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  Luther  Bennett,  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  spent 
his  last  vears  in  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where  his  death 
occurred.  The  maternal  grandfather,  James  Piper, 
was  born,  reared  and  married  in  England,  and  on 
his  emigration  to  America  located  in  Oregon  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  lum- 
bering and  farming.  His  grandson,  James  Mills, 
now  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 

VALENTINE  E.  ENGELHART  is  one  of 
the  prominent  and  representative  business  men  now 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  in  the  quarry- 
ing- of  stone  in  Shohola  township.  Pike  county, 
where  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed. 
He  was  born  there  November  18,  1859,  and  is  a son: 
of  Jacob  Engelhart,  a native  of  Germany,  who  when 
a young  man  came  to  America  and  found  employ- 
ment in  the  Pennsylvania  coal  mines,  where  he  re- 
mained some  years.  He  then  came  to  Shohola 
township,  Pike  county,  and  here  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elizabeth  Beyer,  a sister  of  John 
W.  Beyer,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere.  Mr. 
Engelhart  purchased  twenty-one  acres  of  land  in 
Shohola  township,  cleared  the  same  and  erected  a. 
dwelling  thereon,  making  it  his  home  until  called 
from  this  life.  Besides  engaging  in  farming,  he 
was  also  employed  by  the  Erie  Railroad  Company 
for  thirty  years.  Valentine  E.  is  the  eldest  of  his 
five  children  ; John  married  Annie  Bridge,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  homestead ; Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Charles  Fraley,  a railroad  en- 
gineer living  in  Shohola  township  ; George  is  living- 
on  the  old  homestead  with  his  mother  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming ; and  Mary,  twin  sister  of  George, 
is  the  wife  of  William  Lesner,  a resident  of  Nor- 
folk, Virginia. 

In  his  native  township  Valentine  E.  Engelhart 
grew  to  manhood,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
learned  the  trade  of  stone  cutting,  which  he  followed 
for  some  ten  years  in  New  Jersey,  Albany  and 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  Scranton,  Penn.  In  New 
York  City  he  was  married,  in  1891,  to  Miss  Rosa 
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Yager,  who  was  born  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  in 
1868,  a daughter  of  John  and  Sophie  (Bower- 
sacks)  Yager.  Three  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Alma,  born  in  April,  1892;  Hannah,  who 

died  in  infancy ; and  Florence,  who  was  born  in 
1896. 

Returning  to  his  native  township,  Mr.  Engel- 
hart  worked  in  the  bine-stone  quarries  for  a time. 
In  1893  he  bought  his  present  farm,  consisting  of 
1 17  acres  of  land,  sixty-five  of  which  are  tillable, 
and  has  since  engaged  in  general  farming,  and  also 
operates  the  stone  quarries  upon  his  place.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  though  somewhat  inde- 
pendent in  his  views,  and  in  religious  faith  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  German  Lutherans.  Wherever 
known  thev  are  held  in  high  regard,  and  have  the 
friendship  of  a large  circle  of  acquaintances. 

STEPHEN  CUDDEBACIv  (deceased)  was 
for  many  years  a leading  citizen  of  Milford  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  where  he  was  actively  identified 
with  agricultural  interests,  and  was  also  prominent 
in  social  and  political  life.  Possessing  a fine  taste 
for  literature,  he  took  pleasure  in  drawing  about 
him  a cultured  and  refined  circle  of  friends,  and  he 
was  a member  of  a literary  society  at  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y.,  for  vears  previous  to  his  death.  His  sound 
judgment  and  public  spirit  made  him  influential  in 
local  affairs,  and  he  was  one  of  the  chief  workers  in 
the  Democratic  organization  of  his  township,  serv- 
ing in  various  offices,  including  that  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  which  he  held  for  two  terms  of  five  years 
each. 

Mr.  Cuddeback  was  of  French  descent  in  the 
paternal  line,  and  traced  his  ancestry  to  one  of  two 
brothers  who  came  from  Candebec,  France,  in  1662, 
during  the  conflict  between  the  Huguenots  and  the 
Catholics.  His  grandparents,  Henry  and  Esther 
(Demore)  Cuddeback,  were  residents  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  his  father,  Simeon  Cuddeback, 
was  born  and  reared  in  that  locality,  and  in  early 
manhood  engaged  in  farming  there.  In  1852 
Simeon  Cuddeback  removed  with  his  family  to  Pike 
county,  and  settled  upon  the  farm  which  was  after- 
ward our  subject's  homestead.  He  was  much 
esteemed  as  a citizen,  and  at  times  held  township 
offices.  He  died  January  24,  1886,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine,  and  his  wife,  Belinda  Bennett,  a 
native  of  Montague,  N.  J.,  died  January  10,  1892, 
aged  seventy-eight,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  Laurel  Grove  cemetery  at  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y.  This  worthy  couple  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: James,  who  married  Eliza  Decker,  and  set- 
tled in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Henry,  a farmer  at  Ovid, 
Mich.,  who  married  Miss  Greenleaf;  George  and 
Benjamin,  who  died  In  infancy:  Stephen,  onr  sub- 
ject; Thomas,  a coal  dealer  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  who  is 
not  married;  Eli,  who  died  in  1879,  unmarried; 
Lydia,  wife  of  William  Martin,  a farmer  at  Green- 
ville, N.  Y. : and  Franklin. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  18,  1836,  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1852  he  accompanied 


his  parents  to  Pike  county.  In  1862  he  entered  the 
United  States  navy,  where  he  served  one  year,  and 
he  then  settled  down  to  agricultural  pursuits  at  the 
homestead.  This  is  a beautiful  estate,  comprising 
336  acres,  160  of  which  lie  on  the  Delaware  river, 
and  it  was  originally  a part  of  the  tract  owned  by 
William  Brodhead.  Mr.  Cuddeback  was  an  excel- 
lent farmer,  his  estate  showing  scientific  manage- 
ment, and  he  was  active  until  about  five  years  before 
his  death,  two  strokes  of  paralysis  making  him  a 
helpless  invalid.  He  passed  away  March  16,  1897, 
and  his  remains  were  taken  to  Port  Jervis  for  in- 
terment in  Laurel  Grove  cemetery.  On  November 
18,  1869,  he  was  married  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Morris,  whom  he  met  while  he  was  on  a 
pleasure  trip  through  the  South.  Eight  children 
blessed  the  union : Miss  Irene,  who  is  at  home ; 
Lewis,  who  married  Miss  Maggie  McDermont,  and 
resides  in  New  York  City;  and  David,  William  H., 
Stephen,  Blondine,  Marie  J.  and  Solomon  V.,  who 
are  all  at  home. 

Mrs.  Cuddeback,  whose  womanly  qualities  have 
won  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  her,  was  born  July 
30,  1848,  in  Richmond,  Va.,  a daughter  of  Patrick 
and  Ellen  (Dowd)  Morris.  Her  father,  who  was 
born  in  New  York,  was  a stonemason  Dy  trade,  and 
for  many  years  was  engaged  in  business  in  Rich- 
mond as  contractor  and  builder,  his  death  occur- 
ring there  in  '1858.  His  wife,  who  was  a native  of 
Virginia,  died  in  1861,  aged  forty-eight.  They 
were  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Of 
their  five  children  Mrs.  Cuddeback  was  the  eldest. 
William  went  west  in  1872,  and  has  never  been 
heard  from  since.  James,  Ellen  and  Patrick  died 
in  infancy. 

CALVIN  O.  BILLINGS,  a representative 
farmer  and  lumberman  of  Blooming  Grove  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  belongs  to  an  old  and  honored 
New  England  family,  which  was  founded  in  this 
country  by  five  brothers  of  English  birth  who 
landed  at  Boston  in  1635.  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut have  been  the  home  of  his  ancestors  for 
many  generations. 

At  an  earlv  day  his  great-grandfather,  Thadeus 
Billings,  Sr.,  traveled  from  Boston  through  the 
wilderness  to  the  Connecticut  river,  locating  near 
Windsor  Locks,  where  he  purchased  land  and 
engaged  in  farming.  His  son,  Thadeus,  moved,  to 
Enfield,  Conn.,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
called  from  this  life,  at  the  extreme  old  age  of 
ninety-six  years.  His  wife  had  died  some  years 
previous.  In  the  family  were  nine  children,  namely: 
Levi,  who  was  killed  in  the  Revolutionary  war; 
Thadeus,  who  resided  at  Long  Meadow,  Mass. ; 
Erastus  and  Eli,  who  resided  in  Wyoming  Valley, 
Penn.,  whither  they  removed  when  young  men; 
David,  who  spent  most  of  his  life  near  the  Hudson 
river,  above  Troy,  N.  \.;  Freegrace,  the  father  of 
our  subject ; Lucy  and  Eunice,  who  joined  the  Shak- 
ers; and  Lovva,  who  married  John  Parker  and  later 
lived  on  the  old  homestead. 
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l'reegrace  Hillings  was  born  in  1777,  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Connecticut,  and  spent  bis  entiie  life 
there,  dving  December  5,  1822;  he  was  thrown  from 
a load  of  hay.  He  was  married  in  Wilbraham, 
Mass.,  May  19,  1805,  to  Miss  Sophronia  Colley,  who 
was  born  in  1787,  daughter  of  John  and  Eleanor 
(Warner)  Colley,  and  died  in  Springfield,  Mass., 
February  17,  1834.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest 
of  their  children  and  the  only  one  now  living,  the 
others  being  as  follows:  Lorenzo,  born  February 
11,  1806,  was  a farmer  of  Somers,  Conn.,  and  died 
May  6,  1853:  Eleanor,  born  August  11,  1807,  mar- 
ried Henry  Pomeroy,  of  Springfield,  Mass. ; So- 
phronia, born  December  20,  1808,  married  Lorain 
Blodgett,  of  Long  Meadow,  Mass. ; Eunice,  born 
December  25,  1810,  married  Alvin  Hunn,  of  Long 
Meadow,  A l ass. ; Roland,  born  September  6,  1812, 
died  in  Kansas  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years; 
Alzina,  born  in  1814,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years, 
and  Austin,  born  in  1816,  died  in  boyhood. 

Calvin  O.  Billings,  our  subject,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1819,  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  and  as  his 
father  died  when  he  was  only  three  years  old,  he 
made  his  home  with  an  uncle  and  aunt  at  Long 
Meadow,  Mass.,  until  he  attained  the  age  of  four- 
teen, during  which  time  he  attended  the  common 
schools.  Subsequently  he  pursued  his  studies  for  a 
time  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  in  the  Ellington 
Academy,  at  Ellington,  Conn.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  accepted  a position  as  chore  boy  in  a hotel 
at  Springfield,  and  it  was  while  working  in  that 
capacity  for  his  board  and  clothes  that  he  attended 
school.  After  learning  the  mason’s  trade  at  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  he  returned  to  Springfield,  and  from 
there  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  taught  school  during 
the  winter  months  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  period  he  returned  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  but  soon 
afterward  went  to  New  York  City,  where  as  a mason 
he  successfully  engaged  in  contracting  and  building 
for  thirty  years.  Later  he  was  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  sash,  door  and  blinds  at  Troy,  N. 
Y.,  for  three  years,  and  in  1875  came  to  Blooming 
Grove  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  locating  on  land 
which  he  had  previously  purchased.  He  now  has 
between  thirteen  and  fourteen  hundred  acres  of 
wood  land,  seventy-five  acres  of  which  he  has 
cleared  and  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  is  now  quite  successfully,  engaged  in  general 
farming  during  the  summer  months  and  in  lumber- 
ing throughout  the  winter  season.  His  has  been  a 
long  and  useful  career,  and  the  prosperity  that  has 
crowned  his  efforts  is  certainly  well  deserved.  He 
is  a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  for  the  last 
twenty  years  he  has  most  acceptably  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Blooming  Grove  township. 
He  is  thoroughly  impartial  in  meting  out  justice,  his 
opinions  being  unbiased  by  either  fear  or  favor,  and 
his  fidelity  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him  is  above  ques- 
tion. Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

In  New  York  City,  December  23.  1843.  Mr.  Bil- 
lings was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Fran- 


ces Taylor,  a daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Taylor, 
the  former  a native  of  Johnston,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  England.  Mrs.  Billings  was  also 
born  in  Johnstown,  N.  Y.,  January  25,  1823,  and 
died  February  23,  1895.  By  her  marriage  she 
became  the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Cal- 
vin O.,  Jr.,  born  February  28,  1847,  died  Sep- 
tember 2,  1849;  Celia  Adelaide,  born  July  30,  1849, 
is  living  in  New  York  City;  Emma  Augusta,  born 
September  12,  1851,  died  January  10,  1857 ! Mor- 
timer W.,  born  September  21,  1853,  married  Alice 
Voss,  and  is  a traveling  salesman  living  in  New 
York  City;  Ella  Amelia,  born  April  8,  1856,  is 
living  in  New  York  City;  and  Clarence,  born 
August  3,  1858,  attends  to  the  work  on  the  home 
farm. 

THOMAS  Y.  BOYD,  whose  death,  on  March 
7,  1889,  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, was  one  of  the  best-known  men  in  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  where  for  years  he  was  an  active  fig- 
ure in  the  business  and  political  life  of  the  commu- 
nity, honored  and  esteemed  as  a deservedly  success- 
ful self-made  man,  and  a credit  to  the  county  where 
he  passed  all  his  busy,  useful  career. 

Our  subject  was  a son  of  James  Boyd,  who  was 
born  in  1795  in  Philadelphia,  and  accompanied  the 
Duffield  family  to  Wayne  county,  Penn,,  in  about 
1808,  as  an  apprentice  boy.  Pie  married  Nancy 
Canfield,  and  they  settled  on  wild  land  in  Damas- 
cus township,  where  he  set  about  the  work  of  clear- 
ing out  a home  and  establishing  himself  on  a good 
farm,  a task  which  in  those  days  of  rude  machinery 
was  no  inconsiderable  one,  for  the  pioneers  experi- 
enced many  drawbacks  and  hardships  in  the  early 
times.  His  death  occurred  in  1842,  and  he  was  fol- 
lowed to  the  grave  by  his  wife  in  1848.  Of  their 
children,  four  survived  them — Joseph,  who  was  a 
resident  of  Warren  county,  Penn. ; Caroline,  Mrs. 
William  Eighmy,  of  Damascus  township. ; David, 
who  lived  in  Warren  county,  Penn.;  and  Thomas 
Y.,  whose  name  introduces  these  lines. 

Thomas  Y.  Boyd  was  born  January  9,  1823,  in 
Damascus  township,  and  received  such  education  as 
the  public  schools  of  his  boyhood  afforded,  but  he 
began  work  at  an  early  age,  and  the  practical  busi- 
ness experience  which  he  acquired  in  his  various 
transactions  was  by  far  the  more  important  part  of 
his  training.  After  the  father’s  death  he  embarked 
in  the  lumbering:  business  in  a small  way,  and  he 
rafted  down  the  Delaware  river  from  Damascus  to 
Philadelphia,  becoming  an  expert  steersman  on  that 
stream,  well  known  among  lumbermen  especially 
all  along  his  route.  He  made  rapid  progress  along 
the  road  to  prosperity,  and  as  his  interests  widened 
his  opportunities  increased.  In  1867,  in  partner- 
ship with  Joseph  Wood,  he  purchased  the  sawmill 
of  P ruman  G.  Tymerson,  at  what  is  now  known  as 
Boyd’s  Mills,  this  partnership  continuing  until  Mr. 
Wood’s  death,  in  1877.  after  which  Mr.  Boyd  con- 
ducted the  business  alone.  A large  steam  sawmill 
was  erected,  and  as  time  advanced  he  added  other 
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enterprises,  a gristmill,  blacksmith  shop  and  store 
on  his  mill  property,  and  continued  to  buy  in  land 
until  he  was  the  owner  of  about  1,900  acres  in 
Wayne  county,  for  the  most  part  timberland.  After 
his  marriage,  which  will  be  presently  spoken  of,  he 
settled  on  the  home  near  where  his  family  still  re- 
sides, built  a residence  and  made  many  other  im- 
provements, clearing  out  a large  farm.  In  18C7 
they  removed  to  the  mill  property,  on  which  they 
have  since  lived. 

In  1854  Mr.  Boyd  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Eldred,  holding  that  office  until  his  removal  to 
Boyd’s  Mills,  where  he  was  again  appointed,  and  it 
was  mainly  through  his  influence  that  the  daily 
mail  was  established  between  Boyd’s  Mills  and  Da- 
mascus, in  1870.  Mr.  Boyd  became  in  time  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  influential  men  in  his  sec- 
tion, not  only  in  business,  but  in  public  life,  and  he 
was  honored,  at  a special  election  in  March,  1874, 
by  being*  chosen  as  member  of  the  State  Legislature, 
the  district  at  that  time  including  Wayne  and  Pike 
counties;  he  was  the  first  Republican  to  hold  the 
office,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  his  cus- 
tomary faithfulness  and  ability,  so  much  so  that  in 
1875  he  was  re-elected,  this  time  representing  Wayne 
county  alone.  He  closed  his  legislative  career  in 
1877,  retiring  with  the  esteem  of  all  his  constituents, 
whose  approval  and  good  will  he  had  honestly 
earned  during  his  public  service,  in  which  the  judg- 
ment and  excellent  capabilities  developed  in  a long 
and  successful  commercial  experience  manifested 
themselves  constantly,  and  gave  him  an  enviable 
prestige  among  his  fellow  legislators.  Mr.  Boyd 
commenced  life  in  a humble  way,  and  rose  from  the 
bottom  round  of  the  ladder  to  a position  among  the 
foremost  men  of  his  time  and  place  amid  obstacles 
which  only  the  most  determined  and  courageous 
would  deem  surmountable.  Perseverance  and  un- 
tiring energy  marked  his  whole  life,  and  although 
his  success  was  not  an  everyday  occurrence,  it  was 
conceded  on  all  sides  that  it  was  only  the  sure  reward 
which  comes  to  men  of  his  character  and  firmness 
of  purpose,  no  matter  in  what  line  they  engage.  He 
left  a reputation  unsullied  by  underhanded  or  dis- 
honest dealing,  and  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
March  7,  1889,  from  pneumonia,  after  an  illness  of 
only  seven  days,  was  regarded  as  a public  loss  in 
Wayne  county,  and  especially  in  Damascus  town- 
ship. His  life  was  an  exemplary  one,  in  his  busi- 
ness, public  and  social  relations,  and  is  an  inspira- 
tion for  any  man  who  thinks  that  lack  of  education 
or  capital  are  necessarily  stumbling-blocks  in  the 
road  to  usefulness  or  prosperity. 

On  March  7,  1849,  Mr.  Boyd  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Mitchell,  whose  par- 
ents, Isaac  and  Ursula  Mitchell,  were  born  and 
reared  in  Connecticut,  coming  thence  to  Damascus 
in  an  early  dav,  and  doing  their  share  in  the  early 
advancement  of  this  section  of  Wayne  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bcyd  became  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren (of  whom  five  survive),  viz.:  Mary,  Emily, 
Linn,  James  and  Asie  all  died  of  diphtheria  within 


sixteen  days.  Two  children  died  in  infancy.  Jo- 
seph, Elizabeth,  Irene  S.,  Charles  E.  and  Thomas 
Y.  are  all  useful  residents  of  Damascus  township, 
and  we  give  a brief  record  of  their  lives.  Joseph, 
born  in  i860,  received  a good  education  in  the  acad- 
emy at  Damascus,  and  is  at  present  holding  the  po- 
sition of  treasurer  of  Wayne  county,  making  his 
home  in  Honesdale ; he  married  Miss  Lydia  Hall,  of 
this  county,  and  they  have  two  children,  Lulu  Irene 
and  E.  Rush.  Elizabeth,  born  in  1862,  is  the  wife  of 
Edgar  Clark,  who  is  a merchant  at  Boyd’s  Mills ; 
they  have  four  children,  Carrie  E.,  Boyd,  Russell 
and  Anita.  Irene  S.,  born  in  1864,  married  Arthur 
Noble,  of  Damascus,  and  they  reside  on  his  farm 
in  that  township ; they  have  two  children,  Mary  J. 
and  Clarence  A.  Charles  E.,  born  in  1866,  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Damas- 
cus, and  finished  his  literary  education  in  Hones- 
dale ; he  is  a professional  horseshoer,  having  learned 
the  blacksmith’s  trade  under  Prof.  George  E.  Rich ; 
in  1893  he  wedded  Miss  Nancy  Noble,  daughter  of 
Sexton  and  Lavina  Noble,  prominent  people  of  Da- 
mascus, and  they  have  two  children,  Robert  and 
David.  Thomas  Y.,  born  in  1868,  received  the 
greater  part  of  his  schooling  in  Damascus  and 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  a thorough  com- 
mercial training,  and  he  has  developed  marked  busi- 
ness capacity,  giving  his  time  to  the  large  interests 
connected  with  the  mills  and  general  business  of  the 
Boyd  estate,  which  Mrs.  Boyd,  her  two  sons,  Charles 
and  Thomas,  and  her  son-in-law,  Edgar  Clark,  are 
now  conducting.  Their  lumbering,  milling  and 
mercantile  interests  are  among  the  most  extensive  in 
this  section,  and  these  young  men  have  gained  an 
enviable  popularity  in  commercial  circles  by  their 
skillful  handling  of  the  estate,  the  demands  of  which 
call  into  play  no  small  amount  of  acute  judgment 
and  executive  ability.  Mr.  Boyd  at  the  time  of  his 
death  held  the  office  of  postmaster  at  Boyd’s  Mills, 
and  the  authorities  at  Washington  transferred  the 
appointment  to  his  wife,  who  has  continued  to  con- 
duct the  office  up  to  the  present  time.  The  entire 
family  are  esteemed  and  admired  by  their  neighbors 
for  their  many  sterling  qualities  of  head  and  heart, 
and  they  can  always  be  counted  upon  for  generous 
support  in  any  worthy  religious  or  charitable  enter- 
prise, or  any  project  which  is  for  the  general  good 
and  advancement.  Mrs.  Boyd  and  her  family  are 
all  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  father 
belonged  to  the  Baptist  society.  In  fraternal  affilia- 
tions he  was  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  uniting 
with  the  lodge  at  Callicoon,  N.  Y.,  to  which  his  son 
Joseph  also  belongs. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  originally  a Douglas  Democrat 
in  political  sympathy,  but  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion  he  joined  the  Republican  forces,  with 
which  he  continued  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
acted  as  delegate  to  the  National  convention  held  at 
Chicago,  when  Benjamin  Harrison  was  nominated 
for  President.  His  son  follows  in  his  footsteps  in  this 
regard,  and  all  are  actively  identified  with  party  and 
public  affairs  in  Wayne  county,  bidding  fair  to  take 
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as  active  a part  in  the  administration  or  local  gov- 
ernment as  their  worth}’  father.  Charles  at  present 
holds  the  office  of  assessor  in  Damascus. 

LAFAYETTE  ROWLAND,  one  of  the  most 
thorough  and  skillful  agriculturists  of  Lackawaxen 
township,  Pike  county,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
that  county,  and  belongs  to  a family  which  was 
founded  in  this  country  at  an  early  day  by  three 
brothers,  probably  natives  of  County  Armagh,  Ire- 
land ; one  located  in  Philadelphia,  Penn. ; another 
in  Maine;  while  Joseph  Rowland,  our  subjects 
great-grandfather,  took  up  his  residence  near  Sara- 
toga, X.  Y.  The  grandfather,  Thaddeus  Rowland, 
was  born  in  Greenfield  township,  Saratoga  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  at  his  death  was  buried  near  Porter’s  Cor- 
ners, sixteen  miles  from  Saratoga  Springs.  He  was 
a farmer  by  occupation  and  reared  a large  family  of 
children. 

Samuel  H.  Rowland,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Greenfield  township,  Saratoga  Co.,  Nl  Y., 
in  1801,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  Pie  mar- 
ried Lucinda  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
in  1803,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
This  worthy  couple  became  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  (1)  George  H.,  born  in  December, 
1827,  came  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in  boyhood,  and 
the  postoffice  known  as  Rowland  was  named  in  his 
honor,  he  having  engaged  in  general  mercantile 
business  at  that  place.  He  was  a well  informed 
man,  due  more  to  observation  and  study  in  later 
years  than  to  schooling  during  his  boyhood  days. 
He  took  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  po- 
litical affairs,  served  as  Presidential  elector  at  one 
time,  and  also  represented  his  district  several  times 
in  both  branches  of  the  State  Legislature.  He  died 
in  1895.  (2)  Obediah,  born  in  1833,  was  a farmer 
and  canal  foreman  in  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike 
county,  and  died  in  1885.  He  married  Adelaide 
Griswold,  who  is  still  living  in  that  county.  (3) 
Lafayette  is  next  in  the  family.  (4)  Mary  C.,  born 
in  1840,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  (5)  Emily 
C.  is  the  widow  of  Moses  Brink,  who  was  a farmer 
of  Lackawaxen  township.  Coming  to  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  April  16,  1828,  the  father,  Samuel  H.  Row- 
land, located  in  Lackawaxen  township,  where  he 
purchased  property  and  engaged  in  farming  and 
lumbering.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years,  and  also  filled  the  office  of  school  di- 
rector to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

In  Pike  county  Lafayette  Rowland  was  born 
January  16,  1837,  and  the  education  acquired  in  the 
common  schools  near  his  boyhood  home  was  sup- 
plemented by  a course  at  the  Fort  Edward  Institute, 
Washington  county,  N.  Y.  Later  he  successfully 
taught  school,  and  assisted  his  father  by  attending 
to  the  financial  part  of  his  lumber  and  other  business 
enterprises.  At  the  age  of  thirty-two  he  commenced 
lumbering  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  is  still  in- 
terested in  that  business  in  connection  with  general 
farming. 

On  July  1,  1869,  Mr.  Rowland  was  united  in 


marriage  with  Miss  Arabella  Kimble,  daughter  of 
Ephraim  Kimble,  and  a sister  of  Ephraim  Kimble, 
Jr.,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
volume.  Four  children  blessed  this  union,  namely: 
Gertrude,  born  May  30,  1871,  died  at  the  age  of 
six  years  and  five  months ; Otis  F.,  born  September 
12,  1873,  was  graduated  from  Lafayette  College  in 
1895,  and  successfully  taught  school  in  Lackawaxen 
township,  Pike  county,  but  is  now  practicing  civil 
engineering  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Earl  S.,  born  No- 
vember 8,  1878,  died  April  23,  1891 ; and  Helen  B., 
born  September  5,  1880,  is  attending  the  high  school 
at  Honesdale,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Rowland’s  political  support  is  given  to  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  is  one  of  the  best  informed 
men  in  the  county  on  the  subject  of  American  poli- 
tics. He  ranks  among  the  most  honored  counselors 
of  his  party,  and  for  two  years  represented  his  dis- 
trict in  the  House  of  Representatives,  while  he  is 
now  a prominent  member  of  the  State  Senate.  He 
is  a progressive  man,  pre-eminently  public-spirited 
and  all  that  pertains  to  the  public  welfare  receives 
his  hearty  endorsement.  Socially  he  has  affiliated 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  1874.  Courteous, 
genial,  well-informed,  alert  and  enterprising,  he 
stands  to-day  one  of  the  leading  representative  men 
of  his  State — a man  who  is  a power  in  his  com- 
munity. 

ISAAC  S.  LA  BAR,  a well-known  and  suc- 
cessful carpenter  of  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  be- 
longs to  an  old  and  honored  Pennsylvania  family. 
The  first  of  whom  we  have  any  authentic  record  is 
George  La  Bar,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, whose  grandfather  came  to  America  with  two 
brothers  in  1730,  leaving  France,  their  native  land, 
on  account  of  religious  persecution.  George  La 
Bar  was  born  near  Water  Gap,  at  Mt.  Bethel, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1765,  and  died  in 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  in  1876,  at 
the  extreme  old  age  of  one  hundred  and  eleven 
years.  He  reared  a large  family  of  children,  among 
whom  was  Peter  La  Bar,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Monroe  county  as  a 
farmer.  His  children  were : Elias,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; Jacob:  John;  Louis;  Polly,  wife  of  Samuel 
Garris;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  John  Heller. 

Elias  La  Bar  was  born  in  Lehman  township. 
Pike  county,  and  there  died  in  1856,  aged  sixty-four 
years.  His  wife,  Catherine,  a daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Catherine  (Arnst)  Smith,  was  born  June  18, 
1800,  and  died  October  20,  1870.  The  children 
born  to  them  were  as  follows : Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Henry  Tolan,  a farmer  of  Hunterdon  county,  N. 
J. ; Charles,  who  died  young;  Isaac  S.,  our  sub- 
ject; Sarah  A.,  who  married  Sylvester  Tolan,  and 
died  at  NTew  York,  March  9,  1872 ; and  Frances, 
wife  of  Seeley  Drake,  a miller  of  Wayne  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Isaac  S.  La  Bar  was  born  at  Bushkill,  Pike 
county,  March  1,  1835,  and  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  their  deaths.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years 
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he  began  working  for  neighboring  farmers  in  order 
to  help  support  the  family,  as  his  father  was  con- 
fined to  his  bed  during  the  last  seven  years  of  his 
life.  Leaving  the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  wheel- 
wright’s trade  with  Simeon  Schoonover,  at  Bush- 
kill,  remaining  with  him  three  years.  He  then  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter's  trade  during  the  summer 
months  while  employed  as  a wheelwright  through- 
out the  winter  season.  In  1862  he  opened  a carpen- 
ter's shop  at  Marshall’s  Creek,  Monroe  county, 
which  he  conducted  for  four  years,  and  then  pur- 
chased a hotel  at  Craig’s  Meadow,  samp  county, 
which  he  carried  on  for  four  years.  On  selling  out 
he  worked  at  the  millwright's  trade  for  three  years, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  purchased  a farm  in  Leh- 
man township,  Pike  county,  devoting  his  energies 
to  agricultural  pursuits  for  four  years.  On  dispos- 
ing of  that  place  he  moved  to  Matamoras  and 
secured  employment  as  a carpenter  for  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company,  remaining  with  them  twelve 
years.  Since  then  he  has  successfully  engaged  in 
carpentering  on  his  own  account  at  Matamoras. 
He  has  taken  cpiite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
local  affairs,  has  always  been  a stanch  supporter  of 
the  Democracy,  and  has  most  capably  and  satisfac- 
torily served  as  supervisor  for  two  terms. 

At  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  November  3,  1864,  Mr. 
La  Bar  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
Yetter,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  J. 
S.  Coit,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister.  They 
have  two  children:  (1)  Annie  B.,  born  September 
5,  1866,  was  married  December  6,  1891,  to  William 
Case,  a bicycle  dealer  of  Port  Jervis.  (2)  Edwin  B., 
born  October  29,  1868,  resides  in  Matamoras,  Penn., 
and  as  a feed  anci  coal  merchant  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  He  married  Grace  Near- 
pass and  has  one  child,  Beatrice. 

Mrs.  La  Bar  was  born  in  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  June  13,  1841,  a daughter  of 
David  and  Elizabeth  (Bush)  Yetter,  also  natives  of 
Monroe  county,  where  the  father  carried  on  farm- 
ing throughout  life.  He  died  in  1875,  aged  sixty- 
seven  years,  and  his  wife  on  April  23,  1887,  aged 
seventy-five  years.  In  their  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children : Martin,  a farmer  of  (Monroe 

county ; Andrew,  a business  man  of  New  York 
City;  Maria,  wife  of  Andrew  Hoffman,  a farmer  of 
Monroe  county;  Eliza,  wife  of  our  subject;  John  B. 
and  Samuel  (twins),  the  former  a resident  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y..  the  latter  of  \\  ilkes  Barre, 
Penn. ; Milton,  a glass  manufacturer  and  president 
of  the  East  Stroudsburg  Bank  at  East  Strouds- 
burg, Penn. ; and  Emma  J.,  wife  of  P.  C.  Dickerson, 
a bookkeeper  of  New  York  City.  Airs.  LaBar  s 
maternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Hannah 
Bush,  of  Monroe  county. 

THE  WOOD  FAMILY,  now  so  prominent  in 
Pike  county,  was  founded  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  this  country,  but  at 
the  present  time  many  of  its  representatives  make 


their  home  in  Shohola  township,  Pike  county,  Penn., 
including  AIrs  R.  J.  Bradford.  Her  great-grand- 
father was  probably  a native  of  Orange  county,  and 
there  he  served  for  many  years  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  being  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influen- 
tial men  of  his  community. 

Charles  Wood,  the  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  January  16,  1785,  and  there 
married  Phoebe  Cole,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the 
same  county  July  10,  1789.  He  died  March  9, 
1861,  and  her  death  occurred  in  March,  1846.  In 
their  family  were  seven  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  were  as  follows  : Mary  Ann,  December 
25,  1807 ; an  infant,,  December  27,  1809,  who  died 
unnamed;  Reeves,  April  15,  1811;  Jerusha,  August 
10,  1813;  Bradner,  February  1,  1816;  Sarah,  July 
29,  1819;  and  Samuel,  February  5,  1823.  All  are 
now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Bradner,  father 
of  Mrs.  Bradford;  and  Sarah,  widow  of  Decatur 
Wells,  of  Lyons,  Kansas. 

Bradner  Wood  is  a native  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  but  has  been  a resident  of  Shohola  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  almost  his  entire  life,  coming  here 
with  his  father  who  purchased  a large  tract  of  land 
in  this  locality.  Air.  Wood  now  owns  about  150 
acres,  which  ne  successfully  operates.  He  is  an  ar- 
dent Republican  in  politics,  and  has  served  bis  fel- 
low citizens  in  the  capacity  of  road  master,  school 
director,  and  in  nearly  all  the  other  township  offices. 
Religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Aflethodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

In  Pike  county  Bradner  Wood  was  married, 
October  28,  1843,  t°  Elizabeth  Aliddaugh,  daughter 
of  Levi  and  Alargaret  (Van  Akin)  Aliddaugh,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Jerusha,  born  July  7,  1844,  is  now  the  wife  of 
W.  C.  Cortright,  of  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike 
county;  James  W.,  born  November  4,  1845,  died  in 
boyhood;  Phoebe  (deceased),  born  December  16, 
1847,  married  George  McCartv ; Rebecca  J.,  born 
December  9,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Bradford; 
John  F.,  born  June  28,  1854,  married  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  John  and  Alelissa  (Hoover)  Stephens, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  he  is  now  in  Alaska ; 
Harriette  E.  (deceased),  born  July  13,  1856,  mar- 
ried John  Stark,  of  Shohola  township,  Pike  countv; 
and  Levi  B.,  born  January  22,  1859,  went  to  the 
West  and  has  not  been  beard  from  for  many  years. 

On  December  31,  1881,  Rebecca  J.  Wood  gave 
her  hand  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Bradford,  and 
four  children  bless  their  union,  their  names  and 
dates  of  birth  being  as  follows : Henry,  September 
27,  1882:  Hattie,  July  17,  1884;  Clara,  August  11, 
1886;  and  Beatrice,  May  17.  1891.  Hattie  is  now 
attending  school  in  New  York  City. 

Thomas  Bradford  was  born  in  County  Down, 
Ireland,  October  15,  1852,  and  lost  his  parents  when 
quite  young.  His  father,  Henry  Bradford,  was  a 
native  of  Ulster,  County  Down,  and  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  throughout  life.  He  married 
Eliza  Greer,  daughter  of  Nevin  Greer,  and  to  them 
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were  born  these  children:  William  (deceased),  who 
married  Agnes  Shields,  of  Shohola  township,  I ’ike 
county;  Alary,  wife  of  James  Aiken,  of  New  York 
City;  Eliza,  widow  of  William  McKittrick,  of  Sho- 
hola township;  Agnes,  wife  of  George  Lonnecker, 
of  Florida ; Margaret,  wife  of  Samuel  Stephenson, 
of  New  Jersey;  and  Thomas.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  Thomas  Bradford  came  to  America  with 
his  older  brother,  and  located  in  West  Brookville, 
Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  employed  in  the 
stone  quarries  for  nearly  two  years.  He  then  came 
to  Parker’s  Glen,  Shohola  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  and  worked  in  the  stone  quarries  here  for 
about  fifteen  years.  With  his  brother  he  bought 
a farm  of  179  acres,  fifty  acres  of  which  had  been 
cleared,  and  he  followed  farming  for  three  or  four 
years  before  selling  his  interest  in  the  same.  For 
ten  years  he  also  worked  in  his  father-in-law’s 
farm,  but  now  owns  168  acres  in  Shohola  township, 
forty  acres  of  which  are  cleared,  and  devotes  his  at- 
tention to  farming,  lumbering  and  quarrying  with 
good  success.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  takes  a deep  and  commendable 
interest  in  public  affairs. 

MARTIN  PLACE,  a wealthy  farmer  and  land- 
owner  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county,  is  one  of  the  venerable  and  esteemed  resi- 
dents of  that  town,  where  all  his  long  life  has  been 
passed,  and  where  he  was  born  March  16,  1811,  on 
the  homestead  which  he  now  occupies. 

Air.  Place's  grandparents,  James  and  Phoebe 
Place,  were  born  and  reared  in  New  York  State,  and 
during  the  Revolutionary  period  migrated  to  Penn- 
sylvania, settled  in  Middle  Smithfield  near  the  place 
now  owned  by  Martin  Place,  which  at  that  time  was 
included  in  Northampton  county.  James  Place  suc- 
ceeded in  clearing  out  a home,  and  here  he  reared 
his  family  of  eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five 
daughters:  William,  John,  James,  Isaac,  George, 
Jacob,  Rebecca  (wife  of  Benjamin  Jennings),  Ro- 
sanna (wife  of  Alexander  Boiles,  of  Wilkes  Barre), 
Mary  (who  married  John  Bunnell,  of  Wilkes  Barre) , 
Lena  (Airs.  Solomon  Bunnell,  of  Tunkhannock), 
and  Annie  (who  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Har- 
mon. and  settled  with  him  on  the  north  branch  of 
the  Susquehanna  river,  where  some  of  their  descend- 
ants are  still  living). 

Jacob  Place,  father  of  Alartin  Place,  passed  his 
early  life  on  the  parental  homestead,  and  after  his 
marriage  to  Mary  Overfield  settled  on  the  place  in 
Middle  Smithfield  now  owned  by  his  son  Alartin, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  As  the 
Indians  were  still  numerous  in  this  locality,  Mr. 
Place  built  a log  fort  (chinked  with  stones  to  make 
it  proof  against  the  arrows  and  guns  of  the  savages) 
for  the  protection  of  his  family,  and  in  this  house 
he  lived  and  died,  passing  away  in  1816  at  the  com- 
paratively early  age  of  thirty-three  years ; his  death 
was  the  result  of  a severe  cold  contracted  during  his 
service  for  his  country  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1S12.  Air.  Place  had  succeeded  by  persevering'  in- 


dustry in  clearing  out  a large  portion  of  this  farm, 
and  made  general  improvements,  and  here  his  widow 
reared  her  family,  continuing  to  reside  on  the  place 
until  her  death  in  1871.  She  was  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  AI.  E.  Church,  and  an  exemplary  Chris- 
tian woman  and  devoted  mother.  Of  the  seven  chil- 
dren, (1)  Eliza,  born  in  1802,  was  like  the  rest  of 
the  children  instructed  at  home,  by  private  tutors, 
and  after  reaching  womanhood  she  married  Jacob 
Frutchey,  of  Mt.  Bethel ; they  settled  along  the  Sus- 
quehanna, near  Tunhannock,  where  they  made  a 
permanent  home,  and  some  of  their  children  are 
still  living  there.  (2)  William,  born  in  1804,  mar- 
ried Miss  Susan  Custard,  of  Pike  county,  where  he 
settled,  engaging  in  hotel-keeping  and  farming  for 
some  years ; he  became  one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens 
of  his  community  and  at  his  death  left  a large 
amount  of  property.  Of  their  children  Jacob  H.  con- 
ducts a large  and  commodious  boarding  house  at 
Alaple  Grove  : Oliver  E.  is  a cabinet  maker  at  Scran- 
ton, Penn. ; Airs.  Susan  Howell  lives  in  Pen  Argyl, 
Penn.,  and  Mrs.  Vanaucken  resides  in  Pike  county. 
(3)  Rebecca,  born  in  1806,  married  Martin  Court- 
wright,  of  Monroe  county,  and  they  passed  their 
days  on  his  farm  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
where  they  died.  They  left  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren: Jacob,  who  lives  in  Pike  county;  Elijah,  of 
Monroe  county;  James,  residing  in  Wilkes  Barre; 
Lydia,  in  Stroudsburg;  Savannah  (Mrs.  Bossard, 
of  Stroudsburg)  ; and  Cynthia  and  Eliza,  also  living 
in  Stroudsburg.  (4)  Sarah  died  in  childhood.  (5) 
Alartin  is  the  fifth  in  the  family.  (6)  James, 
born  in  1814,  married  Miss  Sarah  Overfield,  and 
they  settled  at  Coolbaugh  on  the  Milford  road,  where 
he  kept  hotel  for  a number  of  years,  becoming  a very 
prosperous  business  man ; he  and  his  wife  both  died 
on  this  home.  His  heirs  are  Henry  E.,  of  Worces- 
ter, Afass. ; James  N.,  a hotel  keeper  of  East  Strouds- 
burg, Penn. ; Frank,  of  Mt.  Pocono,  Penn. ; George 
Ad.,  of  Chicago,  111. ; Seymour,  of  Philadelphia, 
Penn. ; Mrs.  J.  S.  Coleman,  of  Williamsburg,  Penn. ; 
Airs.  A.  O.  Ball,  of  Newark,  N.  J. ; and  Miss  Hannah 
Place,  a resident  of  Newark,  N.  J.  (7)  Mary  A., 
born  in  1816,  became  the  wife  of  Adam  Mosier,  of 
Adiddle  Smithfield,  and  they  removed  to  Wilkes 
Barre,  where  they  died ; their  children  are  also  de- 
ceased. 

From  early  boyhood  Martin  Place  was  obliged 
to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  family,  and  when  his 
services  were  not  required  at  home  he  hired  out  to 
neighboring  farmers  until  old  enough  to  embark  in 
business  on  his  own  account.  Having  learned  the 
carpenter  s trade  he  followed  the  same  as  a con- 
tractor and  builder  for  many  years,  succeeding  be- 
yond his  expectations,  and  he  was  finally  enabled  to 
buy  his  brothers’  and  sisters’  interest  in  the  home- 
stead, which  has  been  divided  among  the  six  chil- 
dren who  grew  to  maturity.  Numerous  improve- 
ments have  been  made  upon  the  property  since  he 
came  into  full  possession,  and  he  erected  a good 
house,  barn  and  gristmill,  the  last  named  as  much 
for  the  promotion  of  industry  in  the  locality  as  for 
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his  own  interest.  Although  the  mill  is  now  many 
years  old,  it  is  still  in  good  running  order,  and  in 
addition  to  his  undertakings  in  agriculture  and  mill- 
ing Mr.  Place  has  engaged  in  various  other  enter- 
prises, by  untiring  energy  and  indomitable  persever- 
ance winning  his  way  to  a foremost  position  among 
the  leading  business  men  of  this  part  of  Monroe 
county.  He  has  made  large  purchases  of  land  ad- 
joining his  homestead  and  owns  farms  in  different 
parts  of  the  county,  accumulating  much  valuable 
property  during  his  long  and  active  career,  and  his 
landed  possessions  entitle  him  to  a place  among  the 
wealthy  citizens  of  the  section.  Left  fatherless  at 
a tender  age  and  obliged  to  begin  life  without  the 
preliminary  training  now  considered  so  essential  to 
success  in  any  field,  Mr.  Place’s  early  prospects  were 
not  of  the  brightest,  but  he  improved  his  every  op- 
portunity, and  in  his  life  we  have  an  example  of  the 
worthy  self-made  man  seldom  equalled.  By  his 
great  ambition,  his  industry  and  a faculty  for  good 
management  he  overcame  all  the  obstacles  in  his 
road  to  fortune,  with  characteristic  energy  working 
his  way  up  the  ladder  step  by  step  and  progressing 
steadily  until  he  gained  the  position  which  he  has 
since  held  as  one  of  the  prosperous  business  men  and 
large  landowners  of  Middle  Smithfield,  in  all  his 
dealings  keeping  his  reputation  for  integrity  and 
honor  unsullied,  and  gaining  the  admiration  of  all 
who  met  him  for  his  many  sterling  qualities.  He 
has  been  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
county,  especially  in  the  agricultural  line,  for  years, 
and  has  taken  an  influential  part  in  the  growth  of 
her  industries.  Mr.  Place  has  always  commanded 
the  highest  respect  of  his  associates,  whether  in 
business  or  private  life,  and  no  man  in  the  county 
bears  a better  name  than  he.  At  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-eight  he  is  still  attending  personally  to 
the  management  of  his  numerous  affairs,  and  his 
faculties  are  as  strong  as  they  were  when  he  was 
but  fifty. 

In  1838  Mr.  Place  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Overfield,  who  came  of  one  of  the  prom- 
inent families  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  be- 
ing a daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Overfield,  and 
a granddaughter,  on  the  maternal  side,  of  Judge 
Coolbaugh.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Place  always  made  their 
home  on  the  old  Place  farm,  and  here  nine  children 
were  born  to  them,  of  whom  we  have  the  following 
record:  J.  M.  married  Miss  Venie  Lewis,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mary;  they 
live  in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. Jacob  married  Miss  Georgia  Harmon,  of 
Middle  Smithfield,  and  they  conduct  a hotel  at  Ma- 
ple Grove.  Morris  R.  is  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  Middle  Smithfield,  living  on.tbe  home 
farm,  of  which  he  has  charge,  and  also  assisting  his 
father  in  his  business ; he  is  unmarried.  George 
died  in  early  manhood.  Lydia  became  the  wife  of 
Philip  DePuy,  and  they  took  up  their  residence  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  Middle  Smithfield,  where  he 
died  not  long  afterward ; he  left  one  _ daughter, 
Edith,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Verne  Smith,  one  of 


the  well-to-do  young  men  of  Middle  Smithfield, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Viva.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of 
Jacob  Transue,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  and 
former  county  commissioner  of  Monroe  county, 
and  lives  in  Smithfield  township;  they  have  one 
son,  Irvin.  William  married  Miss  Estella  Over- 
field, of  Middle  Smithfield,  and  they  have  one  son, 
George ; they  reside  on  their  farm  near  Shawnee. 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Walter,  of  East  Strouds- 
burg, who  is  engaged  in  carpentering  there ; they 
have  no  family.  Martin,  Jr.,  is  unmarried,  and  is 
engaged  with  his  brother  Morris  in  helping  his 
father ; he  is  a man  of  sterling  character,  highly 
respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

Politically  Mr.  Place  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  one  of  the 
men  who  cast  their  ballots  for  Jackson  in  1834. 
Though  too  busy  to  have  any  aspirations  for  polit- 
ical preferment,  he  has  been  honored  again  and 
again  with  elections  to  various  local  positions  of 
trust,  and  he  has  held  all  the  township  offices,  acting 
for  years  as  overseer  of  the  poor  and  school  direc- 
tor, in  every  incumbency  discharging  his  duties 
with  characteristic  fidelity  and  ability.  Elis  son 
Morris  is  now  serving  as  overseer  of  the  poor  in 
Middle  Smithfield.  Religiously  Mr.  Place  was 
brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mrs. 
Place  passed  away  in  1891. 

RANDALL  VAN  GORDEN,  better  known  to 
his  numerous  friends  and  acquaintances  as  Ran. Van 
Gorden,  the  popular  proprietor  of  the  “Delaware 
House,’’  at  Dingman's  Ferry, in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  is 
a native  of  the  county,  born  March  31,  1838,  in  Leh- 
man township.  As  his  name  indicates,  he  is,  like 
many  of  the  best  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  country, 
of  Dutch  origin,  and  the  Van  Gorden  family  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  history  and  prog- 
ress of  Lehman  township  for  over  a century. 

Moses  Van  Gorden,  the  grandfather  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  these  lines,  was 
born  in  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  where  he 
carried  on  farming  all  his  life,  and  was  one  of  the 
well  known  men  of  his  day  in  that  region.  On  May 
28,  1781,  he  married  Elizabeth  Van  Etten,  a native 
of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  whose  father. 
Jacobus  Van  Etten,  came  from  his  native  country, 
Holland,  to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day,  and 
settling  in  Delaware  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn., 
passed  his  remaining  days  here.  A large  family 
blessed  this  union,  of  whom  we  give  a brief  record : 
Mary,  born  July  30,  1782,  died  April  1,  1813;  Cath- 
erine was  born  August  25,  1784;  Elizabeth  was  born 
December  5,  1786;  James,  born  January  9,  1788, 
married  Sarah  Rosencrans,  and  died  May  16,  1854: 
John,  twin  of  James,  married  Mary  Van  Gorden, 
and  died  August  7,  1852  (his  wife  lived  to 

the  advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years)  ; Rachel, 
Mrs.  Reser,  was  born  April  1,  1790,  and  died 
October  8,  • 1853 ; Diana,  Mrs.  Eldredge,.  was 
born  in  August,  1793,  and  died  September 
18,  1852;  Jemima,  Mrs.  David  Howell,  was  born 
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May  12,  1798,  and  died  January  24,  1830;  Lanah, 
Mrs.  I ’eter  Walter,  was  born  September  24,  1800, 
and  died  August  21,  1855;  Moses,  born  October  27, 
1803,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  I lie  mother 
of  tiiese  passed  away  March  30,  1813  ; the  father  Oc- 
tober 9,  1838,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  both 
dying  in  Lehman  township  ,and  their  remains  rest 
in  a private  burying-ground  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  William  Cortright,  in  that  township.  After  her 
death  he  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Elsa 
Middaugh.  No  children  were  born  to  this  mar- 
riage. 

Moses  Van  Gorden,  father  of  Randall  Van  Gor- 
den,  was  born  October  27,  1803,  in  Lehman  town- 
ship, and  there  passed  his  entire  life.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  owning  a fine  property  at  the 
head  of  the  Delaware  Valley,  in  Lehman  township, 
and  inheriting  the  industrious  and  thrifty  traits  of 
his  Dutch  ancestors  he  became  in  the  course  of  his 
long  life  one  of  the  well-to-do  men  of  his  township, 
where  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  Though 
not  an  office  seeker,  he  was  made  justice  of  the 
peace  and  held  the  office  for  many  years  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  all  concerned,  his  neighbors  generally 
having  the  greatest  confidence  in  his  judgment,  and 
his  opinions  on  matters  of  local  interest  were  sought 
and  valued  by  all.  He  was  a good  business  man  as 
well  as  farmer,  and  he  was  regarded  by  all  as  one  of 
the  representative,  intelligent  and  worthy  citizens 
of  the  vicinity,  a man  who  would  be  a credit  to  any 
community.  On  August  9,  1835,  Mr.  Van  Gorden 
was  united  in  marriage,  at  Lehman,  to  Mrs.  Char- 
lotte (Newman)  Easton,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  three  children,  namelv:  Elizabeth,  born 
May  17,  1836,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  D.  Brisco, 
of  Lehman  township;  Randall,  born  March  31, 
1838,  and  Thomas  N.,  born  May  12,  1840,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Bedient,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming 
at  Oshkosh,  Wis.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Newman  (Eas- 
ton) Van  Gorden  was  born  December  14,  1802,  at 
Milford,  Penn.,  and  died  July  28,  1858 ; she  is  bur- 
ied in  the  Milford  cemetery.  By  her  first  husband, 
Calvin  Easton,  she  had  two  children — Ophelia  and 
Tames,  the  former  of  whom  is  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Broadhead,  a retired  resident  of  Flemington,  N.  J. 
Janies,  who  married  Elizabeth  Corwin,  is  a merchant 
at  Otisville,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Van  Gorden  was  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Cornelia  (Randall)  New- 
man, the  former  of  whom  was  born  May  22,  1770, 
and  died  November  27,  1841,  in  Sussex  county,  N. 
J. ; the  mother  was  born  April  20,  1776,  and  died  De- 
cember 16,  1833,  M Lehman  township,  Pike  county. 
Their  family  consisted  of  three  childern,  viz. ; Sarah, 
Mrs.  Peter  A.  L.  Quick,  born  April  11,  1799;  Cyn- 
.thia,  Mrs.  Samuel  L.  Thrall,  born  February  26,  1801, 
and  Charlotte,  Mrs.  Van  Gorden.  Mr.  Van  Gorden 
passed  away  August  25,  1873,  M Milford,  while  vis- 
iting his  daughter.  In  religious  connection  he  was 
a member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  His  po- 
litical sympathies  were  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Randall  Van  Gorden  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  place,  living  on  the  old  homestead  at 


the  head  of  the  Delaware  Valley  until  1876,  when  he 
sold  the  property  and  moved  to  Milford,  where  he 
lived  retired  for  seven  months.  In  1864  Mr.  Van 
Gorden  had  gone  to  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn.,  and  he 
remained  there  one  year,  as  car  inspector  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Co.  In  1877 
he  came  to  Dingman's  Ferry,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  conducting  the  “Delaware  House,”  which 
he  purchased  at  a sheriff’s  sale.  This  hotel  was 
erected  by  John  Lattimer,  and  is  located  on  the  river 
road,  sixteen  miles  from  Port  Jervis,  and  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Stroudsburg.  There  are  twenty- 
two  rooms  in  the  house,  which,  owing  to  the  popu- 
larity of  its  genial  proprietor,  has  a good  patronage 
from  the  traveling  public,  and  Mr.  Van  Gorden 
leaves  nothing  undone  which  will  add  to  the  com- 
fort of  his  guests,  who  are,  one  and  all,  his  friends 
and  well  wishers.  He  is  highly  esteemed  in  the 
town  where  he  resides,  his  fellow  citizens  regarding 
him  as  a valuable  and  intelligent  member  of  the  com- 
munity, where  his  energy  and  activity  in  all  affairs 
of  local  interest  have  made  him  widely  known  and 
equally  respected.  He  is  generous  and  liberal  to  a 
fault,  especially  to  the  needy,  and  he  well  deserves 
the  favorable  opinions  which  he  has  won  in  this 
neighborhood,  for  he  has  proved  himself  a valuable 
friend  and  citizen  whenever  occasion  has  arisen.  His 
political  sentiments  are  Democratic,  but  he  is  not 
particularly  active  in  that  line,  though  he  has  been 
elected  to  the  office  of  school  director  for  the  past 
twelve  years,  filling  the  position  with  his  customary 
efficiency. 

On  March  10,  1863,  at  Milford,  Mr.  Van  Gor- 
den was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  L. 
Decker,  and  eight  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
namely:  Carrie,  who  died  April  19,  1865;  Hattie, 
at  home;  Charlotte  E.,  at  home;  Edgar,  who  died 
June  27,  1895;  Linda  D.,  at  home;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Floyd  E.  Bevans,  of  Dingman’s  Ferry,  and 
has  one  child,  Hilda  V. ; Gertrude  G.,  and  Warren, 
both  at  home. 

Mrs.  Hannah  L.  (Decker)  Van  Gorden  is  the 
great-granddaughter  of  Daniel  Decker,  who  ran  the 
old  Decker  ferry  which  crossed  the  Delaware  river 
below  Bushkill.  His  son,  John  Decker,  was  born 
April  24,  1780,  and  died  March  10,  1827.  He  was 
a farmer  of  Wallpack,  Sussex  county  N.  J.,  where 
he  passed  his  entire  life.  His. wife,  Maria  (Bro- 
kaw)  Decker,  was  born  September  18,  1787,  and 
died  July  31,  1823.  Both  are  buried  at  Wallpack. 
His  son,  Peter  Decker,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Ran.  Van 
Gorden;  was  born  September  18,  1806,  in  Wallpack, 
Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  mar- 
ried, and  remained  until  1838,  in  which  year  he  re- 
moved to  Pike  county,  Penn.  Locating  on  a farm 
in  Lehman  township  lie  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits there  until  1867,  when  he  went  to  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  and  there 
continued  to  farm  for  the  remainder  of  his  days.  In 
his  youth  he  had  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  during  his  early  manhood,  and  while 
living-  in  Lehman  township  he  was  for  fourteen 
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years,  in  addition  to  his  farm  labors,  engaged  in 
hotel-keeping,  conducting  the  old  “Central  Hotel,” 
which  is  known  as  the  old  “half-way  house”  between 
Port  Jervis  and  Stroudsburg,  being  located  on  the 
river  road.  Mr.  Decker  died  December  26,  1887, 
in  Monroe  county,  in  the  parsonage  of  the  old  Cool- 
baugh  Church,  of  which  he  was  a member. 

Peter  Decker  was  married  to  Miss  Margerie 
Smith,  who  was  horn  July  8,  1810,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Decker)  Smith,  farming  people  of 
Wallpack,  N.  J.  The  mother  died  there,  the  father 
in  Montrose,  Penn.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
Peter  and  Margerie  (Smith)  Decker,  as  follows: 
Mary,  July  22,  1830;  Salache,  August  4,  1832;  An- 
geline,  December  21,  1834;  William  S.,  December 
24,  1836;  John,  April  19,  1839;  Hannah  L.,  August 
15,  1841  ; Bedinda,  January  15,  1844;  Malvine,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1846;  George,  December  29,  1849.  Of 
these,  Mary  married  Shay  Dephew.  Salache 
lives  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Overfield,  in  Smithfield 
township.  Angeline,  the  widow  of  Oliver  Place, 
also  lives  with  Mrs.  Overfield.  William  S.  died  Au- 
gust 23,  1839.  John,  deceased,  married  Margaret 
Pipher.  Belinda  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Bens- 
ley,  of  Lehman  township.  Malvene  married  John 
Overfield,  a farmer  of  Middle  Smithfield,  Monroe 
Co.,  Penn.  George  resides  in  East  Stroudsburg, 
Penn. ; he  married  Mary  Shoemaker.  The  mother 
of  this  family  passed  away  September  15,  1890,  in 
Monroe  county,  and  she  and  her  husband  sleep  their 
last  sleep  in  the  Coolhaugh  Church  cemetery.  He 
was  a Democrat  in  political  faith. 

JOHN  N.  SAWYER,  a retired  farmer  living 
at  Mill  Rift,  Westfall  township,  Pike  county,  was 
born  at  Carpenter’s  Point,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April 
6,  1817,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Catherine  (Near- 
pass) Sawyer,  also  natives  of  that  place.  His  pater- 
nal great-grandfather,  James  Sawyer,  was  born  in 
England  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  came  to 
America  at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  this  coun- 
try, locating  somewhere  in  the  New  England 
States.  He  entered  the  Colonial  sei'vice  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
British  and  placed  on  Long  Island,  where  he  was 
starved  to  death.  A Mr.  Cunningham  had  charge 
of  the  prisoners  at  that  place.  Benjamin  and  Han- 
nah (Wood)  Sawyer  were  both  born  near  Goshen, 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  for  many  years  the  grand- 
father engaged  in  farming  and  in  conducting  a hotel 
at  Carpenter’s  Point,  same  county.  He  also  oper- 
ated a ferry  on  the  Delaware  river  just  below  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a man  of  prominence  in  his 
community.  He  died  in  1838,  aged  seventy-five 
years,  his  wife  had  passed  away  a few  years  pre- 
viously. Their  children  were:  John  W. ; James, 
father  of  our  subject;  Calvin  Garner,  who  was  a 
general  in  the  State  militia;  Moses;  Benjamin  F. ; 
Juliann,  who  died  unmarried;  Eliza,  wife  of 
Anthony  Wood ; and  Harriet,  wife  of  Fleming  Val- 
entine. On  the  maternal  side  our  subject  traces 
his  ancestry  to  Major  John  Nearpass,  a native  of 


Germany,  who  was  a distinguished  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Bea- 
ver Brook,  N.  Y.  His  son,  Benjamin  Nearpass,  also 
a native  of  Germany,  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject.  The  grandparents  were  John  and 
Sarah  (Squirrel)  Nearpass,  of  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  whose  family  were  the  following  children: 
Walter;  Rachel,  who  married  William  K.  Stone; 
Catherine,  mother  of  our  subject;  Michael,  who 
married  Jemima  Cuddeback ; Jacob,  who  married 
Frances  McCavy;  William,  who  married  Sarah 
Cole;  and  Mary,  who  married  Benjamin  A.  West- 
brook. 

James  Sawyer,  our  subject’s  father,  was  an 
extensive  lumberman  and  farmer,  owning  land  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Pike  county,  Penn.  I11 
1818  he  removed  to  Mill  Rift,  where  he  operated  a 
large  lumber  mill,  and  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  early  prosperity  and  development  of  this 
region.  He  was  born  in  1794  and  died  in  1850;  his 
wife, who  was  born  in  1792, departed  this  life  in  1852, 
and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  Re- 
formed Church  burying  grounds  at  Port  Jervis,  N. 
Y . Their  children  were  as  follows  : Hannah  married 
Solomon  Middaugh;  John  N.  is  nekt  in  order  of 
birth;  Benjamin  married  Mary  Valentine;  James 
married  Hannah  Davis ; Sally  Ann  married  James 
Caskey;  William  married  (first)  Frances  Arnett, 
and  (second)  Susan  Wood;  and  Michael  married 
Jemima  Coleman.  John  N.,  Michael,  Benjamin  and 
William  are  the  only  ones  now  living. 

John  N.  Sawyer  was  only  one  year  old  when 
the  family  located  upon  a part  of  his  present  farm 
at  Mill  Rift,  Westfall  township,  and  here  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  In  common  with  the  other 
members  of  the  family  he  experienced  all  of  the 
hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life,  and  was 
early  inured  to  the  arduous  task  of  clearing  and 
developing  wild  land.  From  the  age  of  ten  years 
until  1849  he  worked  in  the  sawmill,  first  for  his 
father  and  later  for  himself,  and  since  then  has  been 
principally  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  though 
he  has  followed  lumbering  to  some  extent.  His 
early  school  privileges  were  very  meagre,  he  attend- 
ing the  old  fashioned  district  schools  to  a limited 
extent,  and  studying  by  the  light  of  a pine  knot. 
His  education  was  mostly  obtained  at  Sparrowbush, 
N.  Y.,  crossing  the  Delaware  river  on  the  ice  in 
going  to  and  from  school.  One  winter  he  was 
able  to  attend  school  only  thirteen  and  a half  days, 
and  during  his  entire  life  received  but  about 
three  months  schooling.  By  reading  and  observation 
in  later  years,  he  has  become  a well  informed 
man,  and  he  has  most  capably  filled  a number  of 
local  offices,  including  those  of  supervisor,  collector, 
school  director  and  poormaster.  His  parents  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  in  early 
manhood  he  became  a Methodist,  and  later  joined 
the  Evangelical  Church,  in  which  he  now  holds 
membership.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a Demo- 
crat. In  many  respects  his  life  is  well  worthy  of 
emulation,  and  he  has  the  esteem  and  high  regard 
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of  llic  entire  community,  where  he  has  so  long  made 
his  home  and  where  lie  is  so  widely  known. 

At  Handsome  Eddy,  Pike  county,  April  16, 
1846,  Mr.  Sawyer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  i 
Martha  A.  Crane,  who  was  born  in  Shohola  town- 
ship, same  county,  August  27,  1829,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 2,  1899.  She  was  a -daughter  of  Calvin  and 
jemima  (Quick)  Crane,  the  former  a native  of  Ver- 
mont, the  latter  of  Pike  county,  Penn.  When  a 
young  man  her  father  came  to  Pike  county,  where 
lie  followed  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  dying  here  in  1870  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  The  mother  died  in  1862  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five,  and  both  were  buried  at  Handsome 
Eddy,  near  Shohola.  In  religious  faith  they  were 
Methodists,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a Dem- 
ocrat. In  the  family  were  the  following  children : 

J oseph  Y.  married  Rosanna  Westbrook ; Phoebe 
married  Robert  Johnson;  Catherine  married  Isaac 
Buley ; Harriet  married  Thomas  Gilroy ; Perry  mar- 
ried Hannah  Lambert ; Asa  married  Charlotte  Snow  ; 
Jesse,  a farmer  of  Wisconsin,  married  a Miss 
Pounder;  Martha  A.  was  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Carrie  married  William  Nearpass,  of  Carpenters 
Point,  N.  Y. ; a-nd  Manning  F.,  a resident  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  married  Sarah  Nearpass.  All  are 
now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  three:  Jesse, 
Carrie  and  Manning  F.  Mrs.  Sawyer’s  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  Asa  Crane,  a farmer  of  Ver- 
mont, and  her  maternal  grandparents  were  Henry 
and  Hannah  Quick. 

Twelve  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sawyer:  Julia  Ann,  born  July  2,  1847,  died 
June  7,  1871  ; Calvin  C.,  born  April  5,  1849,  is  men- 
tioned below;  Harriet,  born  September  22,  1850, 
died  September  27,  1851;  Gertrude,  born  Febru- 
ary 14,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Stearns,  of 
Matamoras,  Penn.;  Mary  Alice,  born  October  25, 
1854,  died  December  25,  1855;  William,  born  July 
8,  1856,  is  represented  elsewhere;  Gabriel  F.,  born 
October  8,  1858,  is  a veterinary  surgeon  and  horse 
trainer  living  in  Beaver  Dam,  Wis. ; Samuel  PL, 
born  September  8,  i860,  married  Kate  Ennis,  and 
died  September  14,  1896;  Carrie  A.,  born  August 
13,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  Jasper  Joy,  a school  teacher 
of  Chichester,  N.  Y. ; George,  born  October  15, 
1864,  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
Henry  H.,  born  November  6,  1866,  is  a machinist 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.;  and  Emma  T..  born  March 
28,  1871,  is  at  home. 

Calvin  C.  Sawyer,  son  of  our  subject,  has  spent 
his  entire  life  on  the  old  homestead  at  Mill  Rift. 
He  aided  in  the  work  of  the  farm  and  engaged  in 
teaming  at  a stone  quarry  until  1891,  but  since  then 
has  devoted  his  attention  wholly  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits with  good  success.  He  "holds  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  local  Democratic  organization. 

In  1897  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  Westfall 
township,  and  so  acceptably  did  he  fill  the  office  that 
he  was  re-elected  the  following  year,  being  the  pres- 
ent incumbent.  In  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y„  he  was 


married,  April  28,  1883,  to  Miss  Josephine  Halock, 
bv  whom  he  has  two  children:  Mabel  E.  and  Jessie. 
Mrs.  Sawyer  was  born  in  that  county,  May  1,  1851, 
a daughter  of  Hosea  and  Mary  (Vantile)  Halock, 
natives  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  The  father,  who 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  held  a number  of 
township  offices,  died  in  Sullivan  county,  in  1889, 
aged  seventy-one  years,  and  the  mother  died  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1893,  aged  seventy-one.  They 
had  five  children,  namely:  Rebecca,  wife  of  John 
Van  Akin,  of  Matamoras,  Penn.;  Daniel,  who  wed- 
ded Mary  Idalock;  Josephine,  wife  of  Calvin  C. 
Sawyer;  Horace,  who  died  when  young;  and 
Estelle,  wife  of  W.  W.  Reynolds,  a contractor  and 
builder.  Mrs.  Sawyer’s  paternal  grandparents 
were  Thomas  and  Julia  (Vantile)  Halock,  natives 
of  Long  Island  and  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  respect- 
ively, while  her  maternal  grandparents,  Daniel  and 
Rebecca  (Riter)  Vantile,  were  born  in  Orange 
county  of  German  ancestry. 

HON.  JOHN  D.  HOL'CK,  associate  judge  of 
Pike  county,  is  one  of  its  representative  citizens,  and 
for  years  has  been  prominent  alike  in  business  and 
in  public  life.  Beginning  his  career  with  the 
prestige  of  a name  which  was  already  made  hon- 
orable bv  the  enterprise  and  ability  of  his  ancestry, 
he  has  added  new  distinction  to  the  family  record. 

The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a definite 
account  was  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  Peter 
Houck,  who  died  at  a good  old  age  in  Lehig'h  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  where  he  had  long  been  active  in  public 
affairs,  having  been  the  first  sheriff  of  that  county. 
This  worthy  pioneer  was  an  earnest  worker  in  the 
Lutheran  Church.  He  married  a daughter  of 
Abraham  Harp,  a life-long  resident  of  Berks  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania. 

Peter  Houck  (2),  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  June  25,  1777,  in  Allentown,  Penn.,  and 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the  vicinity 
of  Boyertown.  By  occupation  he  was  a carpenter 
and  joiner,  and  in  politics  he  was  a stanch  Demo- 
crat. On  May  10,  1801,  he  married  Elizabeth  Harp, 
of  Berks  county,  and  they  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Abraham,  who  married  Mary  Gotchall ; 

Sarah,  who  married  George  Gilbert;  Charles  and 
Reuben,  who  never  married ; Peter,  who  married 
Mary  Cassel ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Dutery; 
Isaac,  who  married  Rebecca  Keeler;  and  Nathan, 
who  is  now  the  only  survivor  of  the  family.  The 
father  died  December  30,  1854,  and  the  mother  on 
February  19,  1875. 

Nathan  Houck,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
March  24,  1818,  at  Boyertown,  Berks  county,  and 
remained  at  home  until  he  attained  his  majority, 
his  educational  opportunities  being  restricted  to  the 
local  schools.  On  leaving  home  he  spent  about 
sixteen  years  in  cabinet-making,  lumbering  and 
similar  work,  dividing  the  time  between  Philadel- 
phia, Montgomeryville  and  Spruce  Grove.  In  1855 
he  purchased  from  John  Torrey  a tract  of  300 
acres  of  land  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county. 
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where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  The  neighbor- 
hood was  practically  an  unbroken  wilderness  w*hen 
he  first  settled  there,  and  he  cut  the  first  road 
through,  leading  the  first  team  that  entered  there. 
ITis  first  dwelling  was  a rude  structure  covered 
with  peeled  bark,  and  for  some  time  the  only  beds 
which  the  family  had  consisted  of  boughs  or  brush. 
With  the  practical  knowledge  of  lumbering  gained 
in  his  previous  experience,  Mr.  Houck  was  able  to 
make  good  use  of  his  opportunities  in  that  line,  and 
by  energetic  and  judicious  management  he  soon  de- 
veloped the  resources  of  his  new  estate.  As  years 
passed,  he  added  other  purchases  until  he  had,  at  one 
time,  over  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  and  at  present 
he  owns  an  extensive  tract  which  he  has  improved, 
and  keeps  in  a high  state  of  cultivation.  During  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion  he  furnished  the  government 
with  large  quantities  of  tent  poles,  and  soon  after- 
ward he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  umbrella 
and  parasol  sticks,  toys  of  all  kinds,  clothes-pins, 
and  similar  articles.  His  factory,  built  in  1872,  is 
now  one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States,  but  since  1886  he  has  not  given  personal 
attention  to  the  management,  his  health  being  much 
impaired  of  late  years,  and  his  sons  have  since  car- 
ried on  the  business  in  connection  with  same,  giv- 
ing employment,  the  year  round,  to  about  fifty 
hands — men,  boys  and  girls.  They  have  enlarged 
it  considerably,  and  now  run  a sawmill  and  general 
store. 

On  April  14,  1841,  Mr.  Houck  married  Miss 
Laanna  Deetz,  and  eight  children  were  born  of  the 
union,  viz.:  John  D.,  our  subject;  Charles,  born 

January  1,  1845;  Franklin,  born  May  29,  1847,  died 
in  infancy;  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Dr.  Fletcher  Gilpin), 
born  March  17, 1849  5 Amanda  (Mrs.  Emory  Gilpin), 
born  September  6,  1851  ; Emma  (Mrs.  Frank  Nich- 
olson), born  February  10,  1854;  Anna  M.,  born 
June  9,  1856,  died  October  5,  1864;  and  Carrie  M. 
(Mrs.  Dr.  Arthur  Simons),  born  November  26, 
i860. 

On  the  maternal  side  our  subject  is  a great- 
grandson  of  Jacob  Deetz,  who  came  from  Germany 
at  an  early  day,  and  a grandson  of  Abraham  Deetz, 
of  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania.  Abraham  Deetz 
married  Elizabeth  Berger,  daughter  of  Abraham 
Berger,  a farmer  in  Connecticut,  and  they  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Caroline,  who  married  (first) 

Charles  Scheisle,  and  (second)  Jesse  Deetz; 
Laanna,  mother  of  our  subject;  Charles,  who  mai- 
ried  Mary  Yeager;  Elias,  who  married  Sarah  Au- 
burn; Mariah,  wife  or  Elias  Althaus ; W illiam, 
who  married  Hester  W eidner ; Livy,  who  mai  1 ied 
James  Althaus;  Thomas,  who  married  Caroline 
Nace;  Edward,  who  married  Hannah  Thomas  , 
Sarah,  wife  of  William  Sellars ; Daniel,  who  mar- 
ried Emma  Ott;  Catherine,  who  married  John  W. 
Youthers ; and  Manassa,  who  married  Sarah  h ritz. 

Judge  Houck  was  born  September  28,  1842,  in 
Bucks  county,  and  was  a lad  of  thirteen  when  he 
came  to  this  section  with  his  parents.  The  coun- 
try schools  of  that  day  did  not  satisfy  the  demands 
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of  his  active  intellect,  but  with  the  exception  of 
three  months  in  Wyoming  Seminary,  when  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old,  he  was  obliged  to  look  to  the 
local  schools  for  instruction.  At  an  early  age  he 
began  to  display  ability  in  business  lines,  and  in 
1871  he  became  a partner  with  his  father  and 
brother  Charles  under  the  firm  name  of  N.  Houck  & 
Sons,  continuing  thus  until  the  father’s  retirement  on 
January  1,  1886;  the  business  has  since  been  con- 
ducted under  the  name  of  J.  &.  C.  Houck.  He  is 
still  engaged  in  merchandising  and  manufacturing 
at  Houcktown,  a pleasant  little  village,  named  after 
the  mother,  and  containing  seventeen  families, 
which  are  chiefly  employed  in  his  factory.  He  has 
always  been  interested  in  local  affairs,  being  an 
active  member  of  the  Democratic  organization,  and 
from  1883  to  1897  he  served  as  school  director  of 
his  township.  In  the  fall  of  1891  he  was  elected 
associate  judge  of  Pike  county  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  and  his  able  and  efficient  service  led  to  his 
being  chosen  again  in  1896  for  the  same  office.  In 
1886,  through  the  influence  of  our  subject,  a post- 
office  was  located  at  Houcktown,  called  Laanna, 
after  Mr.  Houck's  mother’s  first  name,  and  the 
town  has  been  called  that  since,  instead  of  Houck- 
town. Mr.  Houck  was  appointed  postmaster,  and 
has  held  it  since.  Socially  Mr.  Houck  and  his 
family  are  prominent,  and  he  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  as  a member  of  Salem  Lodge, 
F.  & A.  M.,  at  Salem,  Wayne  county,  in  which  he 
is  a Master  Mason.  Mr.  Houck  spent  considerable 
time  in  travel  in  the  East. 

On  May  3,  1871,  Mr.  Houck  was  married,  at 
Houcktown,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Wallace,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  by  Rev.  G.  H.  Hornet,  pas- 
tor of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Salem.  Three  children 
have  blessed  this  union:  Nathan  Ray,  born  Feb- 

ruary 3,  1880;  Lulu,  born  March  25,  1884;  and 
John  Earl,  born  February  25,  1887. 

Mrs.  Plouck,  who  is  much  esteemed  by  her  as- 
sociates, was  born  September  27,  1843,  in  Sterling- 
township,  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (McDavitt)  Wallace,  both  natives  of  the 
North  of  Ireland.  On  the  paternal  side  she  is 
of  Scotch  descent,  and  her  grandparents,  John  and 
Martha  (Stewart)  Wallace,  were  born  in  Scotland, 
but  removed  to  Ireland  and  later  to  America,  her 
father  being  about  sixteen  years  old  at  the  time  of 
emigration.  Her  mother  crossed  the  ocean  when 

ten  years  old,  with  her  parents,  Robert  and — 

McDavitt,  who  were  born  in  Ireland.  John  Wal- 
lace (2)  and  Mary  McDavitt,  parents  of  Mrs. 
Houck,  were  married  in  1837  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
and  removed  in  1840  to  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  the  mother  died  January  2,  18931 
aged  eighty-one  years,  eleven  months  and  four 
days.  The  father,  who  was  born  March  1,  1813, 
is  now  residing  at  Madisonville,  Lackawanna  Go., 
Penn.  They  had  six  children : Elizabeth,  wife  of 

W.  R.  Gilpin,  a farmer  in  Greene  township.  Pike 
county;  Joseph  W.,  who  died  while  serving  in  the 
United  States  army;  Mary  L.  (Mrs.  Houck);  Jo- 
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hanna  L.,  who  married  George  \\  . \\  eldy,  a farmer 
in  Madison  township,  Lackawanna  county ; Sarah 
A.,  wife  of  Henry  Benjamin,  a farmer  of  near 
Uunmore,  Penn.;  and  Isabella,  deceased. 

SAMUEL  G.  PETERS,  the  well-known  post- 
master at  I’.ushkill,  Pike  county,  and  one  of  its  lead- 
ing and  prominent  citizens,  is  a representative  of  an 
old  Pennsylvania  family,  of  Holland  origin,  which 
was  founded  in  this  country  by  his  great-grand- 
mother, who  with  her  three  sons,  Peter,  John  and 
I lenrv,  embarked  for  America  in  an  early  day.  The 
mother  died  on  the  ocean,  and  the  three  sons  located 
in  Philadelphia,  where  they  were  sold  to  pay  their 
This  was  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Of  this  family,  Peter  Peters,  the  grandfather  of  oui 
subject,  married  and  had  a family  of  seven  children, 
namelv:  John,  who  married  Betsy  Smith;  George, 
who  married  Margaret  Michaels ; Henry,  father  of 
our  subject;  Betsy,  who  married  A\  illiam  Meredith  ; 
Polly,  who  married  Cornelius  Gregory;  Michael, 
who’ married  Fanny  Bright,  and  Peter,  who  enlisted 
in  the  army  and  never  returned  home. 

Henry  Peters  was  born  in  Northampton  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  was  married  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Gon- 
zales (a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elsa  (Dewitt) 
Gonzales),  who  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  was 
eighteen  years  of  age.  Shortly  afterward  they  re- 
moved to"  Bushkill,  Pike  county — where  they  made 
their  home  throughout  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
— making  the  journey  in  a sled.  The  young  couple 
arrived  in  June,  1812,  at  the  present  Peters  property, 
Mr.  Peters’  first  purchase  being  a tract  of  land  and 
a saw-mill,  for  which  he  was  obliged  to  run  in  debt, 
his  means  being  then  very  limited.  In  his  younger 
days  Air.  Peters  followed  farming  and  lumbering, 
adding  to  his  land  and  building  a grist-mill  as  pros- 
perity came  to  him,  but  for  twenty-seven  years  prior 
to  his  death  he  was  crippled  with  rheumatism.  He 
served  as  postmaster  of  Bushkill  for  many  years. 
He  was  an  ardent  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  He  died  March 
27,  1857,  aged  seventy-two  years,  his  wife  in  May, 
1890,  aged  ninety-six,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Bushkill  cemetery.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight 
children,  namely : Elizabeth,  who  died  in  March, 

1858,  aged  fifty-five  years;  Elsa,  deceased  wife  of 
Hon.  Henry  H.  LaBar,  associate  judge  of  Pike 
county ; Charles  R.,  deceased ; Delinda  P.,  deceased 
wife  of  Hon.  Henry  S.  Mott;  Maria  L.,  who  lives 
with  our  subject;  Catherine,  widow  of  Frank  Eilen- 
berg  and  a resident  of  Bushkill;  Samuel  G.,  of  this 
review,  and  William  N.,  a prominent  merchant  of 
Easton,  Penn.,  who  married  Lena  Mackey. 

Samuel  G.  Peters  was  born  and  reared  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Bushkill,  where  he  still  resides. 
Here  he  owns  a well-improved  and  highly  cultivated 
farm  of  130  acres,  on  which  he  erected,  in  1874, 
a large  and  elegant  house  of  twenty-five  rooms  that 
can  easily  accommodate  forty  people,  and  during 


the  summer  months  his  home,  which  is  well  fur- 
nished, is  filled  with  boarders.  During  his  youth  he 
clerked  in  his  father’s  store,  and  when  the  latter  re- 
tired he  purchased  the  same,  which  he  continued  to 
carry  on  in  connection  with  general  farming  and  the 
conduct  of  his  boarding  house  until  1891.  He  then 
retired  from  mercantile  pursuits,  and  now  rents  his 
store.  Industry,  enterprise  and  perseverance  are 
numbered  among  his  chief  characteristics,  and  in 
his  undertakings  he  has  met  with  a well-merited  suc- 
cess. As  a Democrat  he  is  quite  an  active  politician, 
and  he  has  most  faithfully  and  satisfactorily  served 
his  fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of  township  clerk 
for  twelve  years,  and  school  director  three  years.  In 
1857  he  was  first  appointed  postmaster  at  Bushkill, 
to  succeed  his  father,  who  had  been  postmaster 
since  the  establishment  of  the  office,  and  under  each 
succeeding  administration  has  been  reappointed,  his 
official  duties  having  always  been  most  capably  per- 
formed. 

JERVIS  GORDON,  a venerable  and  highly 
esteemed  resident  of  Milford,  Pike  county,  is  deserv- 
ing of  a prominent  place  in  any  list  of  the  business 
men  of  that  region,  having  been  engaged  for  more 
than  thirty  years  in  operating  a flour  and  grist  mill. 
His  history  is  one  of  more  than  usual  interest,  as  he 
is  a self-made  man,  and  his  successful  career  affords 
an  encouraging  example  to  others. 

Air.  Gordon  was  born  December  22,  1819,  at 
Stroudsburg,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent  in  the  pater- 
nal line.  His  grandparents,  Thomas  and  Mary  Gor- 
don, came  from  Scotland  at  an  early  day  and  settled 
in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  where  their  remaining  years 
were  spent.  They  had  the  following  children: 
AA'illiam.  Joseph,  Abraham,  George,  Samuel,  R.obert, 
Jane  (who  married  John  Bowen),  and  Mary  (who 
married  (first)  John  Murphy,  and  (second)  Philip 
Featherman) . 

William  Gordon,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Bucks  county,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  cabinet  maker.  In  early 
manhood  he  located  at  Stroudsburg,  where  for  some 
years  of  his  later  life  he  was  engag'ed  in  the  milling 
business.  He  died  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  in  1850, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred at  Stroudsburg.  His  widow,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Alargaret  Albert,  passed  away  at  the  old 
home  in  Stroudsburg  in  1875  aged  seventy-five 
vears.  Her  father,  Andrew  Albert,  was  a native  of 
Germany,  and  was  one  of  the  Plessian  soldiers  sent 
to  America  by  the  British  government  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Colonial  forces,  and  after  the  war  closed  he  made 
his  home  in  Monroe  county.  He  married  a Miss 
AA  orkheiser,  and  had  ten  children:  George,  John, 

Peter,  Joseph,  Jacob,  Margaret,  Julian  (who  mar- 
ried John  Quick),  Barbara  (who  married  (first) 
Air.  Myers,  and  (second)  Michael  Walters),  Katie 
1 whoalsomarried) .and  Betsy  (who  did  not  marry). 
\A  illiam  and  Margaret  Gordon  had  eight  children : 
Evans,  who  never  married;  Jeannette,  Mrs.  Daniel 
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Corbett;  MaryA.,  Mrs.  Drake  Reasey;  Jervis,  our 
subject;  Albert,  who  married  Susan  A.  Long; 
Charles,  who  married  Jane  Depue;  Garbot  B.,  who 
married  Miss  Berry,  and  Louis,  a printer  at  Pitts- 
ton,  Penn.,  who  married  Miss  Mellick.  Of  this 
family  only  one  is  now  living,  our  subject. 

Mr.  Gordon’s  youth  was  spent  in  useful  work 
which  taught  him  habits  of  industry,  while  giving 
him  practical  knowledge  of  business  methods.  He 
remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty, 
assisting  his  father  in  the  mill  and  carpenter  shop, 
and  working  upon  neighboring  farms  in  the  busy 
seasons.  When  twenty  years  old  he  began  working 
in  a mill  on  his  own  account,  and  in  1840  he  took 
charge  of  a gristmill  at  Pokono,  Penn.,  for  William 
Bisby.  After  one  year  he  went  to  Wilkesbarre, 
Penn.,  where  he  was  employed  for  some  time  in  dif- 
ferent mills,  and  in  1868  he  settled  at  Milford,  pur- 
chasing an  old  mill  on  the  site  of  his  present  plant. 
In  1882  the  old  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  Mr. 
Gordon  rebuilt  one  on  modern  principles,  his  present 
mill  containing  improved  machinery  of  2,400  horse- 
power. While  he  has  not  been  especially  active  in 
politics,  he  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been  active  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

In  1842  Mr.  Gordon  was  married  in  Monroe 
county  to  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Gish,  who  was  born  in 
Belvidere,  N.  J.,  in  1824,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Gish, 
a native  of  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  and  his  wife, 
Sallie  Ann  (Henyen),  a native  of  New  York  State. 
Mrs.  Eliza  Ann  Gordon  died  February  4,  1878,  aged 
fifty-five  years,  and  in  1880  our  subject  was  married 
in  Pike  county  to  Mrs.  Catherine  (Van  Etten) 
Rosenkrantz.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  the  fol- 
lowing children : Ollis,  who  died  at  the  age  of 

seven  months ; Margaret  J.,  wife  of  Miller  McEwen, 
a carpenter  at  Easton,  Penn.;  Lewis,  a jeweler  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  married  (first)  Emma  Rose, 
and  (second)  Lena  M.  Brannigan ; Emma  E.,  wife 
of  Oscar  Merrill,  a farmer  of  near  Easton;  John  E., 

an  express  agent,  who  married  Emma  , and 

resides  in  Topeka,  Kans. ; Melvina,  who  married 
(first)  George  Clark,  and  (second)  Cass  Cress- 
man,  of  Iowa,  and  Anna,  wife  of  Thompson  Mc- 
Graney,  of  Toronto,  Canada,  attorney  for  the  Rock 
Island  railroad.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Gor- 
don has  one  daughter,  Miss  Lucy,  a successful 
school  teacher,  who  resides  at  home.  Mrs.  Cath- 
erine Gordon  was  born  April  21,  1837,  in  Delaware 
township,  Pike  county,  a daughter  of  Daniel  E.  and 
Lucinda  (Van  Gorden)  Van  Etten,  natives  of  Pike 
county.  Her  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, died  in  February,  1880,  aged  seventy-two  years, 
and  her  mother  died  May  15.  1891,  aged  eighty-one. 
The  Van  Gorden  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Pike 
county,  and  John  and  Mary  (Van  Gorden)  Van 
Gorden,  Mrs.  Gordon’s  maternal  grandparents,  re- 
sided upon  a farm  there.  Of  their  large  family  of 
children,  Lucinda,  Mrs.  Gordon's  mother,  was  the 
only  one  who  lived  to  maturity.  Daniel  and  Lucin- 
da Van  Etten  had  eleven  children : Maria,  Airs. 


David  O.  Brodhead ; John,  who  married  Sarah  A. 
Cole ; Sidney,  who  died  in  childhood ; Catherine, 
Airs.  Gordon;  Sarah  A.  and  Robert,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Martha,  who  married  (first)  Andrew 
Rosenkrantz,  and  (second)  B.  Drake;  Hannah  J., 
wife  of  Joseph  Buckley;  Mary,  Mrs.  Albert  Shinier; 
C.  Ella,  wife  of  Jacob  Coburn,  and  Sophia,  who  died 
in  childhood. 

S.  ST.  JOPIAT  GARDNER,  a well-known  and 
prominent  business  man  of  Shohola,  Pike  county, 
is  a representative  of  one  of  the  most  honored  and 
distinguished  pioneer  families  of  Sullivan  county,  N. 
Y.  His  grandfather.  Sears  Gardner,  was  probably 
a native  of  Newark,  AT.  J.,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  married  Miss  Mary  Keen.  He  was 
appointed  a lieutenant  in  the  army  during  the  war 
of  1812,  but  was  unable  to  serve,  and  was  one  of 
the  militia  trumpeters  that  put  down  the  “whiskey 
rebellion.”  As  early  as  1800  he  came  to  Pond 
Eddy,  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
for  twenty  years  engaged  in  lumbering.  He  then 
located  at  Eldred,  Sullivan  Co.,AT.  Y.,and  from  there 
went  to  Beaver  Brook,  same  county,  at  both  of 
which  places  he  carried  on  extensive  lumber  opera- 
tions. Retiring  from  business,  he  made  his  home 
with  the  father  of  our  subject  until  called  from  this 
life  in  March,  1849.  His  widow  died  about  1865. 

James  K.  Gardner,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  at  Pond  Eddy,  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  August 
9,  1805,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  began  business 
as  a wheelwright  and  manufactured  wheelbarrows  at 
Eldred,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  1834,  he  moved  to 
Beaver  Brook,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  lumbering 
at  that  place,  then  in  1848  removed  to  Barry ville, 
A".  Y.,  where  he  carried  on  mercantile  business 
until  his  death,  June  30,  i860.  In  connection  with 
his  other  business  interests  at  Barryville  he  operated 
a mill,  and  he  was  a man  widely  known  throughout 
the  counties  along  the  Delaware  river,  both  in  A'ew 
York  and  Pennsylvania.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his  community ; 
in  1852  he  was  elected  to  the  New  York  State  Leg- 
islature, and  was  honored  with  all  the  local  offices, 
being  justice  of  the  peace,  judge  of  courts,  etc.  He 
also  took  quite  an  active  part  in  Church  work,  and 
served  as  deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
in  which  he  and  his  wife  held  membership.  Polit- 
ically he  was  a Democrat.  At  Eldred,  Sullivan  Co.. 
N.  Y.,  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Eldred,  a daughter  of 
Hon.  James  Eldred,  a prominent  man  of  his  time 
and  a member  of  the  New  York  State  Legislature. 
She  was  born  December  23.  1810,  and  now  lives 
with  our  subject  in  Barryville,  N.  Y.  She  became 
the  mother  of  several  children,  only  four  of  whom 
reached  maturity,  namely : Maria,  rvife  of  Oliver 
Calkin,  a farmer  and  miller  of  Barryville;  S.  St. 
John,  our  subject;  James  E.,  a groceryman  of 
Brooklyn.  AT.  Y.,  who  married  Rebecca  j.  Rider ; 
and  Ann  E.,  widow  of  Louis  Cuddeback,  and  a resi- 
dent of  Orange  county,  New  York. 

S.  St.  John  Gardner  was  born  at  Beaver  Brook, 
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Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  September  2,  1 83 5 » an<^  coni~ 
pleted  his  education  at  the  University  of  Northeast- 
ern Pennsylvania,  located  at  Bethany,  Wayne 
county.  I le  remained  at  home  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  and  the  following  winter  taught  school 
near  Otisville,  N.  Y.  In  1857  he  secured  employ- 
ment as  clerk  in  a general  store  at  Shohola,  Penn., 
and  in  1858  bought  a half  interest  in  the  business, 
but  disposed  of  the  same  within  a short  time  and 
embarked  in  a similar  enterprise  across  the  Delaware 
river  at  Barryville,  N.  Y.  As  in-door  life  did  not 
agree  with  him,  he  purchased  property  in  M011- 
gaup  Valley,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  for  twelve 
years  he  carried  on  an  extensive  lumber  business, 
the  output  of  his  mills  finding  ready  markets  in 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  Philadelphia,  Penn.  When 
intended  for  the  latter  market  the  lumber  was 
floated  down  the  river  in  rafts.  At  the  end  of  twelve 
years  he  sold  his  business  and  returned  to  Barry- 
ville to  resume  mercantile  pursuits.  In  1883  he 
opened  a general  store  at  Shohola,  Penn.,  which  he 
now  carries  on  in  partnership  with  his  son,  James 
K.,  and  also  deals  in  coal  and  lumber.  Although 
engaged  in  business  at  this  place  he  still  makes  his 
home  in  Barryville,  New  York,  just  across  the  Dela- 
ware river. 

On  September  12,  i860,  Mr.  Gardner  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  McElroy,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  six  children  were  born  to  them,  three  of 
whom  survive:  James  Iv.,  born  June  26,  1861,  mar- 
ried Ella  Breen,  and  has  one  child,  Edna ; Kate 
McElroy,  born  February  24,  1864,  is  at  home;  and 
Myers  J.,  born  January  30,  1866,  married  Annie 
Long,  and  is  bookkeeper  for  a lumber  firm  at  Stock- 
ton,  Cal.  The  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  September  14,  1877,  and  Mr.  Gardner  mar- 
ried, in  November,  1880,  Miss  Margaret  J.  Terns. 

The  Democratic  party  finds  in  Mr.  Gardner  a 
stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  has  ever 
taken  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  political 
affairs,  having  filled  all  the  township  offices.  In 
i860  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Assembly  of 
New  York,  and  most  ably  represented  his  district. 
He  is  always  courteous,  kindly  and  affable,  and  those 
who  know  him  personally  have  for  him  a warm 
regard.  A man  of  great  natural  ability,  his  sue-, 
cess  in  business  has  been  uniform  and  rapid,  and 
he  has  ever  supported  those  interests  which  are  cal- 
culated to  uplift  and  benefit  humanity.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  both  hold  membership  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church. 

MARTIN  HELLER  has  for  many  years  been 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Matamoras, 
Pike  county,  as  a manufacturer  of  cigars,  and  he 
has  just  completed  a new  shop  fitted  with  modern 
appliances.  In  his  factory  he  uses  both  foreign 
and  domestic  tobacco,  and  the  product  turned  out 
is  of  a superior  quality. 

Mr.  Heller  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  Sep- 
tember 3,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Ernest  Heller,' whose 
birth  occurred  January  6,  1797,  in  Meiningen,  Sax- 


ony, where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  married  Margaret  Fleish- 
man, who  died  in  1870,  and  he  passed  away  two 
years  later.  Our  subject  is  one  of  their  four  chil- 
dren, the  others  being:  Dorey  (deceased),  who 
married,  and  was  a china  decorator  in  Saxony; 
Lena,  who  died  in  Germany ; and  Charles,  who  is 
the  youngest,  a carpenter  and  builder  at  Jersey 
City  Pleights,  New  Jersey. 

Reared  in  his  native  province,  Martin  Heller 
attended  the  local  schools  for  nine  years,  and  seen  (;d 
a good  practical  education  in  the  German  language. 
He  also  learned  the  bookbinder’s  trade,  which  he 
followed  in  that  country  for  five  years.  He  was 
married  in  Meiningen,  Saxony,  to  Miss  Caroline 
Hopf,  who  was  born  May  5,  1836,  a daughter  of 
Martin  Hopf,  and  six  children  blessed  their  union : 
Louisa,  born  May  22,  1861,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Jacob,  a retired  baker  of  New  York  City; 
William,  born  March  28,  1863,  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cigars  with  his  father  at  Mata- 
moras; Edward,  born  March  31,  1865,  is  a barber 
of  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. ; Emma,  born  July  7,  1870, 
is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Roberts,  a railroad  employe 
residing  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Sophia,  born  June 
3,  1873,  is  at  home;  and  Henry,  born  August  7, 
1875,  is  a cigar  manufacturer  with  his  father. 

I11  1861  Mr.  Heller  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  first  secured  employment  in  a cloth  fac-  ■ 
tory  in  New  York  City,  where  he  remained  for 
over  two  years.  He  then  learned  the  cigar  trade, 
which  he  followed  there  for  five  years,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  came  to  Matamoras  and  embarked 
in  the  manufacture  of  cigars  on  his  own  account. 
As  the  excellence  of  his  goods  became  known,  he 
built  up  good  trade,  which  has  been  constantly 
increasing.  He  is  a strong  Republican  in  National 
politics,  but  at  local  elections  endeavors  to  support 
the  best  man  for  the  office  regardless  of  party  ties. 
For  thirty  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  with  the  Man- 
nerchoir  for  the  same  length  of  time,  with  the 
Knights  of  Honor  for  nine  years,  while  religiously 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Lu- 
theran Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  trustee 
and  secretary. 

HON.  DESIRE  BOURNIQUE  (deceased). 
To  the  sunny  land  of  France  we  owe  much  that  is 
best  in  the  development  of  our  country.  From  the 
dark  days  of  the  Revolution  when  the  French  nation 
contributed  so  much  that  was  of  inestimable  value  to 
the  struggling  Continental  army,  when  the  young 
men  left  their  comfortable  homes  to  cross  the  sea  and 
endure  the  hardships  of  war  under  our  own  indomit- 
able leaders,  the  French  born,  or  naturalized  citizens, 
have  been  of  the  best  element  of  our  cosmopolitan 
population. 

Desire  Bournique  was  born  in  Lorain,  France, 
December  26,  1833,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Rosa 
Bournique,  both  of  whom  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
France.  Joseph  was  an  inspector  in  a French  plate- 
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glass  factory  for  many  years,  and,  after  becoming 
incapacitated  for  work  by  reason  of  advancing 
years,  he  was  retired  on  a pension.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  died  in  the  year  1884,  when  they  were  aged 
eighty-four  years.  In  their  family  were  the  follow- 
ing children:  Josephine,  in  France;  August,  who 

died  in  New  York ; Emily,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
who  was  twice  married,  first  to  F.  Grudot,  and  after 
his  death  wedded  Paul  Provo ; Mary  Ann,  who  wed- 
ded a Mr.  Reka,  and  lives  in  Paris,  France,  and 
Desire,  our  subject. 

In  1847  Desire  Bournique  accompanied  by  his 
sister  Mary  Ann,  bade  farewell  to  the  familiar  scenes 
of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  find  his  fortune  in  the  New  World.  He  settled  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  under 
Joseph  Mecire  at  watchcase  making.  Pie  remained 
five  years,  when  his  employer  failed,  and  his  next 
venture  was  in  New  York  City,  where  he  remained 
until  1863,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Milford,  Penn. 
During  his  sojourn  in  New  York  he  had  accumulat- 
ed some  money,  and  on  coming  to  Milford  he  began 
the  manufacture  of  silver  watchcases,  employing 
about  seventy-five  operators  in  his  factory.  This  he 
continued  until  his  death.  Though  always  attentive 
to  his  business  interests  he  took  active  part  in  the 
political  world,  and  his  interests  in  public  affairs 
brought  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  most  prom- 
inent citizens.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  was  a 
stanch  Republican.  When  the  borough  of  Milford 
was  chartered,  he  was  one  of  the  first  councilmen, 
and  was  the  second  chief  burgess.  So  well  and  ably 
did  he  discharge  the  duties  of  these  offices,  that  when 
his  terms  had  expired  there  was  not  a more  popular 
man  in  the  borough.  On  January  18,  1880,  he  was 
appointed  associate  judge  of  Pike  county  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  the  late  Hon.  George  Heller. 
The  official  positions  which  he  held  were  not  of  his 
own  soliciting,  but  the  tribute  paid  by  his  fellow 
citizens  to  his  worth  and  ability. 

On  October  10,  1855,  at  Hoboken,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Bournique  was  married  to  Miss  Emelie  Loreaux, 
and  to  this  union  the  following  children  were  born : 
Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  : Emily, 
deceased  wife  of  James  F.  Tobin ; Henrietta,  de- 
ceased at  the  age  of  four  years  ; Juliette,  wife  of  Oc- 
tave Boillotat,  lives  on  the  old  farm  in  Dingman 
township,  Pike  county;  Desire,  a grocer  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  married  to  Agnes  Moran';  Adele,  wife  of 
James  T.  Welding,  an  upholsterer  in  New  York ; 
Paul,  manager  of  the  “Bluff  House,”  married  to 
Catherine  Wells;  George,  a salesman  in  New  York; 
Regina,  at  home,  and  Beatrice,  deceased  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  months.  For  seven  years  the  father  of 
this  family  had  been  a sufferer  from  what  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  consumption.  On  November 
19,  1884,  he  went  home  from  the  factory,  and  two 
hours  later  his  weary  soul  took  its  flight,  and 
Pike  county  was  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  respected  citizens,  a man 
who  stood  firm  for  the  right,  honorable  in  all  his 
dealings,  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  every 


duty,  charitable  in  its  broadest  sense,  a wise  and  ten- 
der husband  and  father.  Fraternally  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a 
communicant  of  St.  Patrick’s  Church,  to  the  support 
of  which  he  contributed  most  liberally. 

Emelie  (Foreaux)  Bournique  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  October  10,  1836,  a daughter  of  Remy 
and  Helen  (Devoe)  Foreaux,  natives  of  France  and 
Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  Remy 
Foreaux  was  born  in  Waighnies,  France,  January 
13,  1800,  and  died  in  1875.  When  a lad  he  accom- 
panied his  father  and  uncle  in  the  campaign  under 
Napoleon  Bonaparte.  With  scarcely  a dollar  in  his 
possession  he  came  to  America,  reaching  Pike  coun- 
ty in  1830,  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  Pinchot 
family,  and  for  about  one  year  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  mother  of  the  late  Cyril  C.  D.  Pinchot,  and  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  connected  with  this  posi- 
tion he  visited  his  native  country.  On  his  return  to 
America,  he  engaged  in  business  in  New  York  City, 
importing  baskets ; this  he  continued  with  great 
financial  success  until  1849,  during  which  time  he 
invented  a machine  to  cut  out  envelopes,  and  while 
this  machine  had  been  extensively  used,  it  was  never 
patented.  In  1833  he  bought  of  Mr.  McCarty  160 
acres  of  land  in  Dingman  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn. 
This  land  was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness,  only 
a few  acres  having  been  cleared,  but  on  this  little 
clearing  stood  a primitive  log  cabin.  Mr.  Foreaux 
sent  to  France  for  his  relatives,  and  established  them 
on  his  farm.  In  all  that  he  attempted  he  ultimately 
won  success,  although  his  business  in  New  York 
was  three  times  burned,  but  he  met  disaster  with  the 
cool  head  that  will  not  be  cast  down,  and  from  the 
ashes  of  the  old,  there  came  forth  new  and  better 
things.  On  his  property  in  Pike  county  he  spent 
over  $40,000  in  improvements.  In  1840  he  built  a 
brewery  which  was  carried  on  to  a limited  extent 
for  several  years,  and  in  1849  he  moved  his  family 
from  New  York  to  the  farm,  but  a year  later,  daz- 
zled by  the  reports  of  the  fortunes  that  only  awaited 
the  seeker,  he  left  home  for  California.  Accom- 
panied by  four  other  men,  and  with  a two  years’  sup- 
ply  of  provisions,  he  sailed  for  the  Eldorado,  taking 
the  circuitous  route,  around  Cape  Horn.  After  two 
years  or  more,  he  found  his  business  would  prove 
unprofitable,  and  he  returned  home,  and  success- 
fully operated  his  brewery  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Foreaux  married  Helen  Devoe,  and  became 
the  father  of  the  following  children : Charles,  who 

married  Nancy  Doolittle,  and  lives  in  Philadelphia; 
Emelie  (Mrs.  Bournique)  ; Rame,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years ; Julia,  who  died  when  three 
years  old ; Edward,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  who  mar- 
ried Emily  Fabor ; Helen,  wife  of  Walter  Newman, 
manufacturer  of  watchcases  in  New  York ; Cloves, 
who  was  twice  married,  (first)  to  Elizabeth  Rider, 
and  (second)  to  Grace  Hissen ; Isabella,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  DuBois;  Ashel  and  Artance,  both 
deceased  in  infancy,  and  Mary,  deceased  wife  of 
Frank  Deppert.  The  father  was  a man  noted  for 
his  philanthropy ; his  charity  extended  to  all  man- 
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kind,  both  in  word  and  in  deed.  The  mother  died 
in  1888  when  sixty-nine  years  old,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  at  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the  cemetery  at 
Milford. 

ARNOLD  T.  POOLE,  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
igent  and  wide  awake  citizens  of  Buckingham 
township,  Wayne  county,  is  proprietor  of  the  Hill- 
side Farm,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  in  this 
section  of  the  State.  The  residence  is  located  on  a 
high  hill  commanding  a fine  view  of  the  surrounding 
country,  which  is  very  picturesque,  being  made  up 
of  mountains,  valleys,  streams  and  lakes.  It  is  only 
a mile  and  a half  from  the  village  of  Lake  Como, 
which  affords  a good  market  for  his  products.  The 
farm  comprises  300  acres  of  valuable  land,  its  pas- 
tures rivaling  the  famous  blue-grass  regions  of 
Kentucky,  and  the  cultivated  fields  yielding  to  the 
owner  rich  returns  for  the  care  and  labor  bestowed 
upon  them. 

Mr.  Poole  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England, 
June  29,  1832,  a son  of  Richard  and  Hannah  (Len- 
thall)  Poole,  the  former  a native  of  Devonshire,  the 
latter  of  Somersetshire,  England.  In  the  family 
were  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely : 
George  Fredrick,  Frances  Drusilla,  Arnold  Theo- 
philus,  Walter  Adolphus,  Amelia  Sophia,  and  Sabina 
Dorcas,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living  except  Amelia 
Sophia.  The  father  was  a baker  by  trade,  making 
a specialty  of  bread  and  biscuit,  and  was  an  indus- 
trious, honest  and  successful  business  man.  He  died 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years,  in  the  faith 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also 
belonged.  She  was  a woman  of  many  good  qualities 
and  died  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  land  Arnold  T. 
Poole  received  a fair  education,  and  being  studiously 
inclined  he  has  largely  supplemented  the  knowledge 
there  acquired  by  extensive  reading  and  observation. 
At  the  early  age  of  ten  years  he  began  learning 
the  baker’s  trade,  and  soon  became  quite  proficient 
in  all  kinds  of  baking,  but  like  his  father  he  made 
a specialty  of  bread  and  biscuit.  On  March  28, 
he  started  for  America,  taking  passage  on  the 
“Margaret  Ann,”  a sailing  vessel  of  the  Plymouth 
line,  which  was  sixty-one  days  in  crossing  the  Atlan- 
tic, during  which  time  several  severe  storms  were 
encountered,  one  of  which  lasted  three  days  and 
nights.  Few  expected  ever  to  see  land  again,  the 
hatchways  were  closed,  and  the  passengers  were 
locked  in  the  cabins,  but  they  finally  reached  their 
destination  in  safety.  Mr.  Poole  located  in  Hones- 
dale,  Penn.,  whence  he  removed  to  Hawley,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade.  Subse- 
quently he  spent  a year  in  Equinunk,  where  he  drove 
a team,  working  sixteen  hours  a day.  Later  he 
engaged  in  lumbering,  and  being  very  industrious 
and  faithful  to  his  employers’  interests,  his  wages 
were  increased  from  time  to  time  until  he  received 
an  excellent  salary  for  those  days. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Poole  engaged  in  lum- 
bering and  jobbing  on  his  own  account,  and  also 


operated  a sawmill  for  some  years,  employing  a 
large  force  of  men  and  doing  a profitable  business. 
He  purchased  1,900  acres  of  land,  a portion  of 
which  he  cleared,  converting  the  timber  into  mar- 
ketable lumber,  but  later  sold  both  mill  and  land, 
which  is  now  the  Williams  mill  property  and  farm. 
In  1872  he  located  upon  his  present  farm,  and  has 
since  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  He  also  operates  a dairy. 

At  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  October  12,  1858,  Mr. 
Poole  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  A.  Martin,  a lady 
of  intelligence,  culture  and  refinement,  and  a repre- 
sentative of  a highly  respected  family  of  Preston 
township,  Wayne  county.  Her  parents,  Jeremiah 
and  Mary  (Coats)  Martin,  were  natives  of  New 
York  State  and  New  Berlin  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  respectively,  and  both  died  in  Wayne  county, 
the  former  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  the  latter  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  children:  Alonzo  (deceased),  Ellen, 
Maria,  Betsy  and  Mary  (both  deceased),  Albert, 
Lawreston,  Allen,  and  Eva,  who  died  in  1877. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Poole  were  born  four  chil- 
dren: (1)  Amelia  is  now  the  wife  of  M.  J.  Erk,  of 
Seely ville,  Wayne  county,  and  has  two  children, 
Helen  and  Arnold.  (2)  Elmer  Ellsworth,  an  expert 
plumber  ‘residing  in  Jermyn,  Penn.,  is  married  to 
Satie  Mathews,  of  Equinunk ; he  lost  one  daughter, 
Lena,  who  died  July  4,  1897.  (3)  Myra  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years ; Ella  married  Richard 
Watson,  of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  but 
is  now  deceased.  Of  her  two  children,  one  died  at 
the  age  of  nine  months,  and  James  is  living  at  the 
age  of  ten  years. 

Mr.  Poole  is  a well-informed  man,  possess- 
ing a retentive  memory,  and  is  an  able  speaker  from 
either  rostrum  or  stage.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate 
of  woman  suffrage,  and  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  .party,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote 
its  interests  or  insure  its  success.  Socially  he  affil- 
iates with  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge,  while  his  wife  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Woman’s  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union,  and  both  are  prominent  and  influen- 
tial members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
AYherever  known  they  are  held  in  high  regard, 
and  have  a host  of  warm  friends  through- 
out the  county. 

BURTON  W.  BRYANT,  one  of  the  intelli- 
gent, progressive  farmers  of  Damascus  township, 
Wavne  county,  is  a native  of  that  county,  born  in 
August,  1854,  at  Girdland,  Oregon  township, 
where  his  father,  J.  H.  Bryant,  carried  on  farming 
for  many  years. 

J.  H.  Bryant  was  born  in  1824  in  Bethany, 
Wayne  county,  and  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  during  all  of  his  active  life.  He  married 
Mary  A.  Scambler,  and  soon  afterward  settled  on 
a tract  of  wild  land  in  Oregon  township  which 
he  had  purchased,  making  his  home  there  until 
1894,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  retired, 
in  Honesdale.  He  has  well  earned  the  repose  he 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


015 


now  enjoys,  for  be  has  cleared  out  a valuable 
farm  from  the  land  he  bought,  put  it  under  a good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  made  numerous  improve- 
ments on  the  place  during  his  residence  thereon. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  we  have  the  following  record : Flor- 
ence is  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Crocker,  who  owns  a fine 
farm  and  neat  home  in  Damascus  township ; they 
have  two  children — Blanch  and  Earl.  Mary  mar- 
ried Theodore  Walls,  who  is  engaged  in  gristmilling 
in  Hawley,  where  they  reside ; they  have  three  sons 
— Russell,  Ray  and  Arthur.  Albert  F.  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  the  farm,  and  at  present  makes  his 
home  in  Honesdale ; he  married  Miss  Carrie  Yerks. 
Frederick  J.  married  Miss  Eva  Penwarden,  of 
Wayne  county,  and  ■ they  have  three  children — 
Pearl,  Flossie  and  Ollie ; they  live  in  Honesdale. 
Sarah  married  Frank  Robinson,  of  Lebanon,  Wayne 
county,  and  resides  in  Dyberry;  they  have  no  fam- 
ily. George  R.  married  Miss  Lizzie  Ray,  of  Hones- 
dale, and  they  have  two  children — Noble  and  Al- 
bertie;  they  reside  in  Scranton,  Penn.  Otis  mar- 
ried Miss  Carrie  Appel,  of  Girdland,  and  they  have 
two  daughters — Violetta  and  Carlottie;  they  reside 
on  the  old  Bryant  homestead  in  Oregon. 

Burton  W.  Bryant  lived  on  the  paternal  farm 
until  he  reached  his  majority,  meantime  attending 
the  local  public  schools,  where  he  acquired  a 
thorough,  practical  education.  After  leaving  home 
he  engaged  to  work  with  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany, at  Bradford,  and  continued  in  their  employ 
for  a year  and  a half,  but  with  this  exception  his 
time  has  for  the  most  part  been  devoted  to  farming 
and  stock  raising,  and  he  has  gained  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  one  of  the  most  reliable  and  system- 
atic agriculturists  in  this  region.  His  land  yields 
him  a steady  income,  and  the  appearance  of  his 
farm,  his  home  and  all  his  surroundings  indicate 
a taste  for  neatness  and  beauty  not  often  consid- 
ered necessary  even  by  good  farmers.  He  has  dis- 
played more  than  ordinary  ability  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  place  and  in  all  his  business  transac- 
tions, which  have  been  marked  as  well  by  honesty 
and  sterling  integrity  to  all. 

In  March,  1879,  Air.  Bryant  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Dann,  who  was  born 
October  1,  1854,  in  Damascus  township,  one  of  the 
three  daughters  of  Asil  and  Elizabeth  Dann,  who 
were  prominent  residents  of  this  locality  for  many 
years.  Asil  Dann  bought  his  farm  in  the  township 
in  1848,  the  property  being  then  included  in  the 
“Shields  lands,”  erected  a frame  house,  and  com- 
menced to  clear  the  place,  engaging  in  lumbering 
as  well  as  farming  until  all  the  timber  on  his  land 
was  exhausted.  He  erected  a sawmill  on  the 
place,  and  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  lumber  for  many  years,  in  all  his  under- 
takings meeting  with  well-merited  success.  In  1854 
he  erected  a commodious  residence,  with  all  im- 
provements, and  he  also  put  up  three  large  barns 
and  provided  the  farm  with  many  other  conven- 
iences. Mr.  Dann  passed  away  in  1889,  his  wife 


following  him  to  the  grave  in  1891,  and  the  farm  is 
now  occupied  by  Air.  and  Airs.  Bryant,  who  have 
proved  to  be  worthy  successors  to  these  noble  pio- 
neers. Of  the  daughters,  Carrie  A.,  the  eldest,  was 
born  in  1849,  and  married  Edward  Callan,  of  Cali- 
fornia ; she  died  in  October,  1896,  leaving  one  son, 
Asil  Dann  Callan.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Air. 
Bryant.  Alaria  A.,  born  in  1863,  was,  like  her  sis- 
ters, educated  in  the  Alonticello  (N.  Y.)  Academy, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Benson  Eighmy,  of  Damas- 
cus, residing  on  his  farm  in  that  township ; they 
have  one  daughter,  Bertrice.  In  1894  Airs.  Bry- 
ant and  Mrs.  Eighmy  journeyed  to  the  Pacific  coast 
to  visit  their  sister,  who  was  dangerouslv  ill,  and 
on  their  trip  passed  through  numerous  places  of  in- 
terest, Los  Angeles,  New  Mexico,  Pueblo,  Ogden, 
Salt  Lake  City  and  Kansas  City,  whence  they  re- 
turned home,  via  Chicago. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Bryant  have  had  one  son,  Duane 
C.  Their  comfortable  home  is  provided  with  every- 
thing necessary  to  happiness  and  enjoyment,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  hospitable  in  the 
neighborhood,  where  they  command  the  respect  of 
all  as  refined  Christian  citizens,  best  liked  where 
they  are  best  known.  In  religious  connection  they 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Air.  Bryant 
has,  politically,  always  affiliated  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  in  whose  interests  he  has  been  quite 
active.  In  1896  he  was  elected  delegate  to  the  con- 
vention held  at  Honesdale,  and  he  has  served  one 
term  as  school  director. 

A.  B.  WILLIAMS,  a worthy  representative  of 
the  agricultural  and  lumber  interests  of  Wayne 
county,  has  for  the  past  thirty-three  years  resided 
upon  his  present  farm  in  Sterling  township,  where 
he  has  seventy-five  acres  of  good  land.  He  now 
gives  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  having  300  maple 
trees  upon  his  place,  he  also  manufactures  about  400 
pounds  of  sugar  annually. 

His  grandfather,  Jacob  Williams,  was  of  Ger- 
man ancestry,  but  his  forefathers  came  to  America 
when  this  country  was  still  a Colonial  possession  of 
England.  His  father,  David  Williams,  was  a native 
of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where  he  spent  his  entire 
life,  following  the  occupation  of  farming  from  early 
manhood  until  old  age.  He  was  married  in  that 
county  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Bush,  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Margaret  (Fish)  Bush,  and  they  continued  to 
reside  on  the  old  homestead  there  until  the  wife  died. 
Air.  Williams  then  sold  the  place,  but  he  did  not  long 
survive  her.  The  children  born  to  them  were  Ann 
Alaria,  wife  of  Jacob  Perth,  head  carpenter  for  the 
D.  L.  & W.  railroad  at  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; A.  B., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Daniel,  a blacksmith,  of 
Tannersville,  Alonroe  Co.,  Penn. ; George,  a carpen- 
ter, of  the  same  place ; Alorris,  a farmer  of  Sterling 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  Joseph,  a shoe  dealer 
of  Alt.  Pocono,  Alonroe  county. 

On  the  old  homestead  near  Stroudsburg,  Alon- 
roe county,  A.  B.  Williams  was  born  August  3,  1839, 
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and  in  the  schools  of  that  city  lie  acquired  his  educa- 
tion. On  starting  out  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  he  worked  for  neighbor- 
ing farmers,  and  later  was  employed  as  a lumberman 
for  many  rears  in  different  parts  of  Pennsylvania, 
being  a sawyer  in  one  mill  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  for  the  long  period  of  seventeen 
years.  For  live  years  he  was  a member  of  the  State 
Militia,  and  on  September  22,  1864,  he  entered  the 
United  States  service,  as  a member  of  the  regular 
army,  3rd  Brigade,  1st  Division,  9th  Army  Corps. 
He  took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Bayton  Road, 
Hatcher’s  Run,  and  Fort  Steadman,  where  he  had 
his  hat  shot  from  his  head ; was  in  a bayonet  charge 
at  Petersburg,  and  was  present  at  the  fall  of  that 
stronghold.  He  also  participated  in  several  other 
battles  of  less  importance ; was  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Lee  at  Appomattox  Court  House ; 
and  was  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
He  had  several  narrow  escapes,  a sharpshooter  at 
one  time  piercing  his  coat  while  he  was  on  picket 
duty.  He  was  honorably  discharged  June  17,  1865, 
and  returned  home. 

At  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  Mr.  Williams  was  mar- 
ried, August  26,  1864,  by  Rev.  W.  Thaxton,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  Miss  Mary  Batzel, 
a daughter  of  Charles  and  Margaret  (Frick)  Batzel. 
Five  children  were  born  of  this  union,  namely:  J. 
G.,  born  July  27,  1866,  is  represented  elsewhere; 
Edith,  born  May  25,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  George 
Hartford,  a farmer  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county  : Annie,  born  February  20,  1872,  is  now  keep- 
ing house  for  her  father ; Charles  and  Daniel 
(twins),  were  born  March  18,  1879  (the  former  is 
at  home  and  the  latter  is  deceased).  The  wife  and 
mother,  who  was  a most  estimable  lady,  died  July 
2,  1892. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Williams  has 
been  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  now  acceptably  serving  his  seventh  year  as  su- 
pervisor of  Sterling  township.  Socially  he  is  an  hon- 
ored member  of  tbe  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and 
the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America,  and  religiously, 
is  a sincere  and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  stew- 
ard and  trustee. 

ISAAC  BASSETT  CRAFT,  M.  D.  (de- 
ceased). The  salubrious  air  and  picturesque  scen- 
ery of  this  favored  section  have  attracted  many 
prominent  residents  of  the  metropolis,  who  have 
found  here  the  quiet  seclusion  so  highly  prized  after 
the  noise  and  turmoil  of  city  life.  " The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  in  his  day  a successful  physician  of 
New  York  City,  was  for  many  years  a resident  of 
Milford  township,  Pike  county,  and  his  useful  life 
was  doubtless  prolonged  by  his  sojourn  amid  the 
healthful  surroundings  of  his  charming  country 
home. 

Dr.  Craft  was  born  April  8,  1808,  at  North 
Castle,  T Ister  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  family  had 
been  prominent  from  an  early  date.  William  Craft, 


bis  father,  was  born  and  reared  at  North  Castle, 
where  he  conducted  a tavern  for  some  years,  but 
in  1883  he  removed  to  New  York  City.  He  and  his 
wife,  Rebecca  Bassett,  had  three  children:  William 
D.,  Hannah  W.,  and  Isaac  B.,  all  now  deceased. 
William  D.  studied  law  with  Aaron  Burr,  the  emi- 
nent lawyer  of  New  York,  and  became  a successful 
practitioner  in  that  city ; he  was  married  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  to  Margaret  Richard,  now  de- 
ceased. 

The  Bassett  family  is  of  Welsh  origin,  and  the 
old  ancestral  castle  in  Wales  is  still  standing.  The 
first  of  the  line  to  come  to  America  were  two  broth- 
ers, David  and  Isaac,  who  being  Protestants  had 
found  it  impossible  to  dwell  in  harmony  with  two 
other  brothers  who  were  zealous  Catholics. 

Our  subject’s  early  life  was  chiefly  spent  in 
New  York  City,  and  after  rece'iveing  a good  aca- 
demic education  he  read  medicine  with  Dr.  Bushe, 
Valentine  Mott  and  Horseck.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  entered  a college  in  New  York  City,  from 
which  he  was  graduated.  For  a time  he  was 
demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  this  noted  institution, 
while  in  general  practice  he  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess. His  health  failed,  however,  and  in  1865  he 
found  the  symptoms  of  heart  disease  so  alarming 
that  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  professional 
work.  Thinking  that  he  would  be  benefited  by  an 
outdoor  life  in  the  pure  air  of  our  mountains,  fie 
removed  to  Pike  county,  purchasing  300  acres  of 
forest  land  in  Milford  township,  five  miles  from 
Milford  village.  Here  he  spent  his  remaining 
years,  finding  pleasant  recreation  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  estate,  while  as  his  health  permitted  he 
would  respond  to  the  frequent  calls  of  the  people  of 
the  locality  for  professional  attendance.  Politic- 
ally he  was  a stanch  Democrat,  as  were  all  his  rela- 
tives, and  in  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian. 
His  death,  which  occurred  February  26,  188c. 
caused  sincere  grief  among  his  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances,  and  his  remains  now  rest  with- 
in the  soil  of  the  homestead  at  Milford,  where  he 
had  so  long  resided.  On  August  14,  1851,  he  was 
married  in  New  York  City,  to  Miss  Sarah  M. 
Phillips,  and  four  children  were  born  to  the  union. 
Rev.  Francis  B.  Craft  entered  the  Catholic  priest- 
hood at  the  age  of  thirty,  and  is  now  stationed  in 
North  Dakota.  Dr.  Walter  B.  Crafts,  who  died  at 
the  homestead  in  1885,  was  a physician,  practicing 
in  the  neighborhood  of  his  home.  Alice  B.  is  the 
wife  of  Stephen  D.  Wells,  a farmer  in  Mlford  town- 
ship. Miss  Fannie  F.  Crafts,  an  accomplished 
young  lady,  resides  with  her  mother ; she  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  King’s  Daughters  of  New  York  City. 

Mrs.  Craft,  who  possesses  fine  mental  quali- 
ties combined  with  executive  ability  of  a high  order, 
has  recently  made  many  improvements  on  the  home- 
stead, building  new  barns,  and  sbe  intends  to  build 
a larger  dwelling  house  soon.  She  has  added  one 
hundred  acres  to  the  estate,  and  under  her  able 
management  the  entire  place  is  kept  in  a neat  and 
attractive  condition.  It  is  situated  a mile  from  the 
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county  road,  a driveway  leading  through  the  primi- 
tive forest,  and  the  hunting  and  fishing  on  the 
place  and  in  the  surrounding  wilderness  are  most 
excellent.  There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  good 
water  on  the  estate,  and  altogether  it  is  an  ideal 
spot  on  which  to  build  a country  home.  Mrs. 
Craft  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  she  and  her  family 
are  prominent  in  social  life.  She  was  born  in  New 
York  City  February  5,  1830,  daughter  of  Charles 
Phillips,  and  a granddaughter  of  Thomas  and 
Frances  (Dyke)  Phillips,  natives  of  England,  who 
settled  at  Harlem,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  date.  Her  father, 
who  was  born  in  England,  became  a hardware 
merchant  on  the  Bowery,  New  York  City,  and  he 
died  of  yellow  fever,  September  12,  1834,  when  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  while  he  was  in  New 
Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a branch  store. 
He  married  Miss  Hannah  Frost,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Phoebe  (Greene)  Frost,  wealthy  resi- 
dents of  North  Castle,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Phillips,  who 
Avas  a Quaker  in  religious  faith,  died  September  12, 
1892,  aged  ninety-three,  and  her  remains  were  in- 
terred at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  those  of  her  hus- 
band being  laid  in  a cemetery  in  New  Orleans. 
Mrs.  Craft  Avas  the  elder  of  tAvo  children,  and  her 
only  sister,  Frances,  died  in  1837,  aged  six  years. 

JOSEPH  B.  WARREN.  Prominent  among 
the  self-made  men  of  Pike  county  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch — a man  honored,  respected  and  esteemed 
Avherever  known,  and  most  of  all  Avhere  he  is  best 
known.  He  makes  his  home  in  Matamoras,  and 
for  twenty-tAvo  years  has  been  a faithful  employe 
of  the  Erie  railroad. 

Air.  Warren  traces  his  descent  back  to  Gen. 
Warren  of  Revolutionary  fame.  His  grandfather, 
William  A.  Warren,  Avas  a native  of  Boston,  Mass., 
and  Avas  a school  teacher  by  profession.  When  a 
young  man  he  removed  to  Delaware  county,  N.  Y., 
and  Avas  married  at  Equinunk,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
to  Mary  HoAvey,  a daughter  of  Daniel  HoAvey,  Avho 
Avas  of  German  origin  and  an  early  settler  of  Port 
Jervis,  Orange  Co.,  NeAv  York. 

William  H.  Warren,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Lordville,  DelaAvare  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  12, 
1815,  and  throughout  life  followed  the  occupations 
of  a farmer  and  lumberman,  rafting  on  the  DelaAvare 
river  for  many  years.  He  died  in  his  native  village 
March  12,  1891.  At  Easton,  Penn.,  he  was  married, 
April  3,  1846,  to  Miss  Maria  L.  Houk,  who  Avas 
born  July  13,  1825,  a daughter  of  Abram  and  Eliza- 
beth (Meesmer)  Houk  ; her  father  Avas  a resident  of 
AllentoAvn,  Penn.  The  children  born  to  William 
H.  and  Maria  L.  (Houk)  Warren  Avere  as  folloAvs: 
Ann,  born  March  24,  1847,  is  now  the  widow  of 
John  Carmichle,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; William  G., 
born  October  26,  1848,  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  : Daniel  H.,  born  November  4,  1850,  married 
Etta  Schoonmaker  and  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead at  Lordville,  N.  Y. ; Elizabeth,  born  January 
22,  1853,  is  the  Avife  of  George  Marshall,  of  Cam- 
pello,  Mass. ; Marv,  tAvin  sister  of  Elizabeth,  is  the 


wife  of  Louis  Devour,  of  Matamoras,  Penn. ; Joseph 
B.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in  the  order  of  birth; 
Susan  E.,  born  January  8,  1858,  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years;  John,  born  June  19,  i860,  died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years;  Fremont,  born  August  8,  1863, 
Avas  killed  by  a falling  tree  at  Lordville,  N.  Y.,  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age ; and  Harry  E.,  born  May 
15,  1866,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Joseph  B.  Warren  Avas  born  at  Lordville,  Dela- 
Avare Co.,  N.  Y.,  August  6,  1855,  and  received  a 
common-school  education.  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  he  Avas  forced  to  provide  for  his  own  main- 
tenance, and  at  first  Avorked  in  a glass  factory  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  in  DelaAvare  county  for  some 
years,  and  on  March  12,  1878,  entered  the  service 
of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company,  as  brakeman ; later 
he  filled  the  position  of  flagman,  and  in  1886  be- 
came a conductor,  in  Avhich  capacity  he  is  still  serv- 
ing. Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Conductors  and  the  Royal  Templars,  politically 
is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  in  religious  connection 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

At  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Warren  Avas  married, 
August  9,  1882,  to  Miss  Annie  M.  Buckle,  a daugh- 
ter of  Michael  and  Frances  (Beck)  Buckle,  natives 
of  Germany.  They  have  tAvo  children:  Frances  M., 
born  June  8,  1883;  and  Grace,  born  July  19,  1885. 

WILLIAM  S.  DEPUY,  the  well-knoAvn  mail 
carrier  of  DelaAvare  Water  Gap,  Monroe  county,  is 
a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  prominent  families  of  this  section  of  the  State. 
He  Avas  born  near  his  present  home  in  Smithfield 
township,  in  1837,  a son  John  and  Margaret 
(Staples)  Depuy,  The  father  Avas  also  a native  of 
the  same  township,  born  in  1804,  and  Avas  a son  of 
Aaron  and  Elizabeth  (LaBar)  Depuy,  and  brother 
of  Abram  Depuy,  Avho  served  as  a soldier  of  the 
Avar  of  1812  and  was  the  first  settler  north  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  in  Pennsylvania.  Samuel  Depuy,  a son 
of  Abram,  inherited  the  old  homestead  at  Shawnee, 
Monroe  county,  Avhich  was  fortified  during  the 
French  and  Indian  Avar  for  the  defense  of  the  people 
of  the  locality  and  Avas  known  as  Fort  Depuy. 
Nicholas  Depuy,  a son  of  Samuel,  Avas  for  several 
years  a prominent  actor  in  the  civil  and  political 
history  of  this  part  of  the  State. 

Aaron  Depuy,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  Avas 
born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  in  1760,  and  died  in 
1845.  Although  quite  young  he  entered  the  Conti- 
nental army  near  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  Avar, 
and  with  Charles  Broclhead  Avas  appointed  on  a com- 
mission to  treat  with  the  Indians  on  the  Susque- 
hanna river.  For  many  years  he  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  bore  an  important  part  in  the  development  and 
upbuilding  of  this  region.  In  an  early  day  he  es- 
tablished a store  at  the  old  Oxford  Iron  Works  in 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  he  Avas  the  first  mer- 
chant in  his  section  of  Monroe  countA' ; he  pur- 
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chased  the  John  Smith  farm,  known  to  this  clay  as 
the  Depuy  or  River  farm,  which  is  now  owned  by 
E.  T.  Crossdale.  In  the  family  of  Aaron  and  Eliza- 
beth (LaBar)  Depuy  were  nine  children  as  follows: 
( i ) Margaret  was  the  wife  of  George  Houser.  (2) 
Jemima  was  the  wife  of  John  Newhart,  of  Smith- 
field  township,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren— Charles,  Abram,  Aaron,  Peter,  Lewis,  Daniel, 
Sarah  (wife  of  Frederick  Casebeer,  of  Smithfield 
township),  and  Susan  (unmarried).  (3)  Hannah 
was  the  wife  of  Ferdinand  Dulott,  of  Smithfield 
township,  now  deceased.  (4)  Eliza  was  the  wife 
of  Christopher  Teeple,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn. 
(5)  Julia  married  John  Groot,  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, where  they  made  their  home  and  where  their 
family  still  live.  (6)  Sarah  was  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin V.  Bush,  of  Delaware  Water  Gap,  Monroe 
county.  (7)  Daniel  married  Christina  Myers,  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  Smithfield  township  until 
his  death.  (8)  Abram  married  Annie  Bush,  and 
made  his  home  in  Cherry  Valley,  Monroe  county, 
where  he  and  his  wife  both  died,  leaving  a family 
of  ten  children — four  sons  and  six  daughters.  (9) 
John  was  the  father  of  our  subject. 

John  Depuy  resided  in  Smithfield  township, 
where  he  operated  a sawmill,  and  in  the  spring  of 
the  year  rafted  his  lumber  down  the  Delaware  river 
to  market.  He  died  in  1884,  his  wife  in  1883, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 
They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children  all  born 
in  Smithfield  township.  ( 1 ) Elizabeth  married 
Abram  Allurtson,  of  Pocono  township,  where  she 
died,  leaving  a family  who  still  live  in  Monroe 
county.  (2)  Sarah  J.,  a resident  of  Stroudsburg, 
first  married  Charles  Gordon,  of  Stroud  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  they  resided  in  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.,  where  he  died  leaving  three  children — Willis, 
who  is  now  in  Klondike,  while  his  wife  is  in  Seattle, 
Wash. ; Fannie,  wife  of  Abial  Leonard,  of  Tioga 
county,  Penn. ; and  Alice,  wife  of  Uriah  Shaffer, 
of  Stroudsburg.  For  her  second  husband  Sarah  J. 
Depuv  married  Thomas  Winters,  now  deceased. 

(3)  Mary  A.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  James  H. 
Houftman,  of  Luzerne  county,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren— YV  alter  PL,  a resident  of  Sullivan  county, 
Penn.;  Hattie,  wife  of  Frank  Strail,  of.  Williams- 
port, Penn. ; and  Jennie,  who  died  in  childhood. 

(4)  Rachel  married  George  Migh,  of  Stroudsburg, 
where  she  died  leaving  two  children — Edward  C., 
who  died  leaving  a family  in  Easton,  Penn. ; and 
Maggie,  widow  of  William  Fulton,  of  York,  Penn. 

(5)  Jemima  married  James  Stephenson,  of  Florida, 
and  both  died  in  North  Carolina,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren— George : and  Ella,  wife  of  Luther  Cowels, 
of  North  Angeles,  Cal.  (6)  Harriet  is  the  wife  of 
Jerome  Scott,  of  White  Haven,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn., 
and  they  have  two  children — Edwin  and  Mattie, 
both  at  home.  (7)  Riphard  S.  married  Susan  Will- 
iams, of  Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren— Edward,  a resident  of  Seattle,  Wash. ; Mary, 
wjt'e  of  Thomas  Nixon,  of  Stroudsburg ; and  Robert, 
of  Dawson  City,  Alaska.  (8)  Hannah  died  in  child- 


hood. (9)  Margaret  married  Charles  Wood,  who 
died  leaving  one  son,  John  D.,  now  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ; and  she  later  wedded  Frank  Foulk,  of  New 
York  City.  (10)  Susan  is  the  wife  of  George 
Stocker,  of  East  Stroudsburg.  (11)  Ellen  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Brown,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Emma,  now  the  wife  of 
Arthur  Taylor,  of  Mt.  Pocono,  Monroe  county. 

William  S.  Depuy,  who  completes  the  family, 
grew  to  manhood  in  Smithfield  township,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  worked  in  the  slate  factory  in  Mon- 
roe county.  In  1859  he  married  Miss  Catherine 
Ace,  who  was  born  in  Smithfield  township,  in  1839. 
Her  parents,  George  and  Sarah  Ace,  removed  from 
Smithfield  to  Pocono  township,  where  the  father 
followed  his  trade  of  a mason,  and  where  both  died. 
Their  other  children  were  William  T. ; Moses  T. ; 
Simeon  T. ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Warner,  of 
Tunkhannock,  Penn.;  Sarah,  widow  of  Thomas 
Bush,  of  Pocono;  and  Julia,  wife  of  Frank  Newell, 
of  Gouldsboro,  Monroe  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Depuy  have  been  born  children  as  follows : ( 1 ) 
Rachel,  (2)  George  and  (3)  Frank  all  died  in  child- 
hood. (4)  Frances  G.,  born  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, in  August,  i860,  is  the  wife  of  Byron  Laub- 
sher,  a railroad  man,  residing  at  Clark’s  Summit, 
Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Jennie  and  Beatrice.  (5)  Charles  S.,  born 
in  Scranton,  Penn.,  June  25,  1864,  is  now  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  rail- 
road. He  married  Elmyra  Cresge,  and  has  two 
daughters — -Verona  and  Virginia.  (6)  Hattie  S., 
born  in  Scranton  in  1867,  married  Frank  Belden, 
of  that  place,  and  they  now  reside  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  where  he  follows  railroading;  he  is  secre- 
tary of  the  Railroad  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Their  children 
are  Mildred  E.  and  Martha  S.  (7)  John  D.,  born 
in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  in  March, 
1871,  is  a railroad  man,  residing  in  Scranton.  (8) 
Mary  E.,  born  in  Smithfield  township,  in  1874,  is  the 
wife  of  Clarence  Kunkle,  of  that  township. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Depuy 
made  his  home  in  Smithfield  township,  while  em- 
ployed as  brakeman  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  railroad,  but  in  February,  1862,  he  laid 
aside  all  personal  interests  and  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  90th  P.  V.  I.,  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  being 
sworn  in  at  Philadelphia.  Under  Major  McDowell, 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  troops  marched 
to  Aqua  creek,  where  our  subject  was  injured  while 
unloading  railroad  iron.  He  was  first  taken  to  the 
regimental  hospital,  later  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
and  from  there  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  in  October,  1862.  In  September, 
1864,  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a member 
of  the  185th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen.  Meade.  O11  Oc- 
tober 27,  1864,  he  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Hatcher  s Run,  where  the  losses  on  both  sides  were 
heavy ; was  in  the  engagement  on  the  Weldon  rail- 
road in  February,  1865  ■ at  Five  Forks,  Va.,  March 
29 ; and  again  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  March  30. 
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The  regiment  then  engaged  in  skirmishing  toward . 
Appomattox  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  on  April  9, 
1865,  and  on  May  30,  following,  Mr.  Depuy  was 
honorably  discharged.  Returning  to  his  home  in 
Monroe  county,  he  followed  railroading  for  some 
time,  and  then  removed  to  Lackawanna  county, 
Penn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  lumbering  for  two 
years.  From  there  he  went  to  Scranton,  Penn., 
where  he  resumed  railroading  in  the  capacity  of 
conductor  on  a freight  train,  continuing  thus  until 
1883.  Ten  years  previous  he  had  purchased  a lot 
in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  near  Dela- 
ware Water  Gap, and  upon  this  he  erected  a fine  home, 
where  he  and  his  family  have  lived  since  1883.  He 
has  practically  laid  aside  all  business  cares,  his  only 
occupation  being  the  carrying  of  mail  from  the  rail- 
road to  the  post  office  at  Delaware  Water  Gap. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Depuy  is  an  honored  member 
of  Wadsworth  Post  No.  150,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Strouds- 
burg, and  politically  he  is  a Republican.  For  two 
years  he  held  the  office  of  school  director,  but  he  has 
never  cared  for  political  preferment.  He  and  his 
family  hold  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  in  social  circles  are 
deservedly  popular.  From  early  pioneer  days  the 
family  has  been  an  influential  and  prominent  one  in 
this  section,  and  at  all  times  has  been  very  patriotic 
and  loyal,  being  well  represented  in  the  wars  of  the 
country.  Three  of  our  subject’s  cousins  were  also  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  were  among  the  men  who  braved  so  many  hard- 
ships on  the  march  and  in  the  field  of  battle  and  are 
to-day  deserving  of  the  highest  honors  this  govern- 
ment can  bestow. 

J.  Iv.  POLK  WILSON.  If  experience  in  life 
counts  for  anything,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  must 
be  ranked  fortunate.  He  has  traveled  extensively ; 
he  follows  the  independent  life  of  a farmer ; he  has 
engaged  for  many  years  in  the  broadening  and  en- 
nobling occupation  of  a school  teacher,  and  for 
nearly  five  years  he  followed  the  flag  of  his  country 
through  many  desperate  battles  to  make  perfect  the 
unity  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  born  at  Auburn,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  in  January,  1845,  a son  °f  George  and 
Abigail  (Mowry)  Wilson.  George  Wilson  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State ; his  wife  was  born  in 
Meshoppen,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1811,  a daugh- 
ter of  Ezekiel  and  Abigail  (Alden)  Mowry,  natives 
of  Rhode  Island,  who  became  early  settlers  of 
Wyoming  county,  Penn.  George  Wilson  was  a 
farmer.  He  purchased  a farm  in  Wyoming  county, 
but  later  removed  to  Illinois.  Rerurning  east,  he 
followed  railroad  contracting  in  Virginia  during 
the  Civil  war,  after  which  he  removed  to  Blooms- 
burg,  111.,  and  there  died- in  1870,  leaving  a widow 
and  eleven  children.  The  widow  is  now  a resident 
of  Polk  county,  Wis.,  and  is  aged  eighty-eight 
years.  The  children  of  George  and  Abigail  Wil- 
son were  as  follows:  (1)  William  H.,  born  in 

Wyoming  county  in  1832,  migrated  to  California 


with  the  Argonauts  in  1849,  when  a boy  of  sixteen, 
and  has  never  since  been  heard  from  by  his  friends. 
(2)  Marion  and  (3)  Mary  Jane  (twins)  ; Marion 
married  Rice  Webb,  of  Polk  county,  Wis.,  and  died 
in  South  Dakota,  leaving  two  children,  Edith  and 
George;  Mary  Jane  married  James  Kent,  of  Polk 
county,  Wis.,  is  now  a widow  with  four  children, 
and  resides  in  Chicago,  111.  (4)  George,  born  in 

1836,  migrated  to  Wisconsin  in  1856,  married  Rose 
Fisk,  and  now  resides  at  Osceola,  Wis.,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  hotel  and  mercantile  trade.  He  was 
elected  register  and  recorder  of  Polk  county,  Wis., 
and  has  three  children — Burton,  a civil  engineer  at 
New  Orleans,  La. ; Carrie,  who  married  a physician 
of  Polk  county,  Wis.,  and  Nelson,  proprietor  of  a 
music  store  at  Chicago.  (5)  Alden  M.,  born  in 
1838,  enlisted  in  October,  1861,  in  Company  B,  52nd 
P.  V.  I.,  Gov.  Hoyt’s  regiment.  He  was  wounded 
at  Fair  Oaks,  the  bullet  entering  his  head  and  pass- 
ing out  of  his  mouth.  He  remained  at  Baltimore 
hospital  until  discharged,  when  he  enlisted,  in  1864, 
in  his  old  company,  serving  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  then  lived  successively  in  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.,  in  Wisconsin,  Colorado,  and.  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.,  where  he  died  unmarried  at  the  Sol- 
diers’ Home  in  1892.  (6)  Adelia,  born  in  Sus- 

quehanna county  in  1841,  married  Abram  Gillespie, 
now  a lumberman  of  Osceola  Mills,  Wis. ; they 
have  two  children,  Alma  and  Hattie.  (7)  Fannie, 
born  in  Wyoming  county  in  1843,  married  Henry 
Barnes,  of  Osceola  Mills,  and  moved  to  Dakota, 
where  she  now  lives,  a widow  with  her  children. 
(8)  J.  K.  Polk,  subject  of  this  sketch.  (9)  Hat- 
tie, born  in  1847,  married  Capt.  Webb  Seavy,  of 
Osceola  Mills,  Wis.,  where  they  now  reside  with 
their  family.  (10)  Noble  E.,  born  in  1850,  a lum- 
berman of  Wisconsin,  unmarried.  ( 1 1 ) Herbert 
M.,  born  in  1852,  who  is  also  engaged  in  lumbering 
in  Wisconsin,  and  is  unmarried. 

J.  K.  Polk  Wilson,  our  subject,  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  and  in 
his  youth  followed  boating  on  the  canal  until  Octo- 
ber, 1861,  when,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  52nd  Regiment  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Javne,  of  Wyoming  county.  He  was  mustered  in 
at  Camp  Curtin.  The  regiment  was  attached  to 
the  5th  Corps,  Gen.  Key’s  army  of  the  Potomac. 
It  was  engaged  at  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Chick- 
ahominy  Swamp,  Fair  Oaks  and  Seven  Pines  (May, 
1862),  then  was  engaged  in  skirmishing  until 
within  three  miles  of  Richmond.  After  the  battle 
of  Fair  Oaks  the  army  crossed  the  Chickahominy 
and  retired  to  Harrison’s  Landing.  The  regiment 
wintered  at  Yorktown,  until  December  29,  1862; 
then  it  embarked  for  Hilton  Head  and  on  trans- 
ports to  Beaufort,  S.  C.  Proceeding  to  Folly  Is- 
land, it  encountered  the  enemy  at  James  Island,  and 
for  three  nights  was  under  fire.  Marching  to  Fort 
Wagner,  the  regiment  took  part  in  the  siege  of 
Charleston  until  Sherman  took  the  city.  The  52nd 
was  under  fire  almost  every  day  during  the  cam- 
paign. At  Fort  Gregg,  Morris  Island,  Mr.  Wilson 
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was  given  charge  of  a mortar  and  siege  gun,  and 
while  there  was  wounded  by  the  bursting  of  a 
shell.  For  five  months  he  lingered  in  hospital  No. 
12,  Beaufort,  S.  C.  Rejoining  his  regiment,  he  was 
mustered  out  at  Harrisburg  in  November,  1864. 
Returning  to  Wyoming  county,  he  attended  school 
until  February,  1865,  when  he  went  to  Philadelphia 
and  enlisted  in  Hancock’s  Veteran  Volunteers. 
They  were  taken  to  Washington,  and  there  held  in 
reserve  until  Lee’s  surrender  in  April,  1865.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  at  Washington  during  the  grand  re- 
view'. He  remained  with  the  army,  and  was  sta- 
tioned at  Camp  Butler,  near  Springfield,  111.,  guard- 
ing army  property.  In  December,  1865,  he  was 
promoted  to  second  lieutenant  for  gallant  service. 
Lieutenant  Wilson  holds  three  army  discharges, 
dated  respectively,  November  5,  1864,  December, 
1865,  and  March,  1866. 

After  finally  mustered  out,  Lieutenant  Wilson 
attended  school  at  Chicago,  111.  He  then  engaged 
in  railroading  work  for  a time.  Rejoining  his 
father’s  family  in  Wisconsin,  he  again  attended 
school  and  became  a clerk  on  a Mississippi  boat  for 
a lumber  firm.  He  was  engaged  for  a time  in  mer- 
cantile business  with  his  brother-in-law,  Rice 
Webb.  Returning  to  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  he 
a little  later  engaged  in  distributing  winter-green 
oil  for  a firm.  During  the  winter  of  1868-69  he 
taught  school  in  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  while  there  he  became  accptainted  with  and 
married  Miss  Emma  L.  Zabriskie,  daughter  of  Gar- 
ritt  and  Mary  (Palmer)  Zabriskie,  one  of  the  old 
families  of  Barrett  township.  Garritt  Zabriskie 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1821,  his  wife  in  Lon- 
don, England,  in  the  same  year.  They  had  four 
children:  James,  Ida,  Jennie,  and  Emma,  wife  of 

our  subject. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Wilson  settled  in 
Wyoming  county.  Moving  to  Pittston,  Lnzerne 
county,  he  remained  there  until  1872,  when  he  pur- 
chased part  of  the  old  Palmer  homestead  in  Barrett 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  erected  a handsome 
homestead.  Mr.  Wilson  has  remained  here  ever 
since.  In  addition  to  farming  he  has  been  one  of 
the  prominent  school  teachers  of  the  township, 
teaching  eight  terms  in  one  school.  He  has  been 
elected  to  local  offices,  is  now  town  auditor,  and  is 
also  a school  director.  He  was  married  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  now  gives  that  Church  his 
support.  He  is  a member  of  Stroudsburg  Post  No. 
150,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  Lodge  No.  684,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Mountain  Home,  and  is  an  honorary  member'  of 
the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
52nd  Regimental  Association  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W ilson  are  among  the  people  of  the 
township  whom  it  is  a pleasure  to  know.  Their 
influence  is  widely  and  beneficially  felt  in  all  causes 
which  promote  the  general  welfare. 

HON.  JOEL  G.  HILL,  who  has  been  promi- 
nent among  the  successful  business  men  of  Damas- 
cus, V ayne  county,  as  a prosperous  lumberman  and 


dairyman,  has  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
this  region,  having  come  here  in  1849  with  his  par- 
ents, A.  C.  and  Elmira  (Gillette)  Hill. 

Mr.  Hill  was  born  August  1,  1845,  hi  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  grandparents,  Josiah  and 
Sophia  (Bigsbee)  Hill,  settled  in  an  early  day. 
They  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  where  they 
were  married,  and  removed  thence  in  1812  to  New 
York  State,  locating  for  a time  in  Herkimer  coun- 
ty, and,  later,  in  Otsego  county,  where  they  died 
well  advanced  in  years.  Their  family  consisted  of 
five  children,  two  daughters  and  three  sons. 

A.  C.  Plill  was  born  in  1812  in  Herkimer  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  grew  to  manhood  in  Otsego  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  married  Miss  Elmira  Gillette,  of  that  coun- 
ty, by  whom  he  had  three  sons.  Abner  G. ; George, 
who  died  in  childhood,  and  Joel  G.  The  eldest 
was  born  in  1840  in  Otsego  county,  and  there  re- 
ceived a good  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  enlisted  at  Equinunk  in  1861,  and  re-enlisted 
in  1863,  serving  four  years  in  the  army;  he  was 
sergeant,  and  had  been  recommended  for  a com- 
mission when  the  war  closed.  After  his  marriage 
A.  C.  Hill  purchased  a farm  in  Otsego  county, 
seven  miles  north  of  Cherry  V alley,  and  after  living 
there  four  years  sold  the  place  and  moved  to  the 
town  of  Hartwick,  same  county,  where  he  bought 
an  improved  tract  on  which  he  also  made  his  home 
four  years:  In  1845  he  disposed  of  this  property, 

and  for  one  year  afterward  conducted  a public- 
house  at  Jacksonville,  Otsego  county,  at  the  same 
time  embarking  in  another  new  undertaking,  the 
raising  of  hops,  in  which  he  was  very  unfortunate, 
losing  his  entire  crop  by  fire  in  the  drying-house. 
In  1848  he  began  railroad  contracting,  his  first 
work  in  this  line  being  between  Hancock  and  De- 
posit for  the  New  York  & Erie  Railway  Co.  The 
following  year  he  moved  his  family  to  Equinunk, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  resided  for  sixteen 
years,  and  until  1854  he  continued  to  engage  in 
contracting  and  lumbering,  building  the  public  road 
from  Equinunk  to  Union,  Manchester  township, 
and  others.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  bought  what  was 
then  known  as  the  Chapman  farm  (now  the  Thomas 
Tyner  farm),  at  Equinunk,  where  he  lived  until 
1864,  in  which  year  he  went  to  Idaho  and  com- 
menced mining.  His  first  venture  was  in  the 
mines  of  Farwell's  Gulch,  where  he  was  located 
for  one  year,  and  thence  he  migrated  by  way  of  the 
Columbia  river  to  Oregon,  in  which  State  he  fol- 
lowed staging  for  about  a year  on  the  Oregon  & 
Canyon  City  line.  As  his  life  in  that  business  was 
in  constant  danger  from  the  Indians  he  abandoned 
it,  and  in  1866  drifted  to  Honey  Lake,  Cal.,  where 
he  made  a purchase  of  a tract  of  farm  land,  on 
which  he  remained  four  years,  in  1870  selling  the 
place  and  removing  to  Reno,  Nev.,  there  continu- 
ing to  farm  for  one  year.  During  the  next  two 
eai  s he  carried  on  a livery  business,  and  then  sold 
out  to  give  his  attention  to  the  managing  and  train- 
ing of  horses  for  the  race  course,  being  engaged 
thus  until,  in  1879,  he  went  to  Oakland,  Cal.  In 
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the  fall  of  1880  his  son  Joel  visited  him  there,  and 
Mr.  Hill  returned  with  him  to  Wayne  county, 
where  he  has  since  lived  retired,  making  his  home 
in  Damascus  with  the  son  just  mentioned.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Equinunk,  when  he  was  in  the 
prime  of  life,  Mr.  Hill  took  an  active  part  in  its 
public  affairs,  and  held  a number  of  offices  in  his 
township,  where  he  was  widely  known  and  re- 
spected. In  political  faith  he  is  a Democrat  of  the 
old  Jacksonian  stripe.  Mrs.  Hill  passed  away  in 
September,  1869. 

Joel  G.  Hill  was  reared  in  Equinunk,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  there. 
The  first  event  of  real  importance  in  his  life  was 
his  enlistment,  in  September,  1863,  in  the  15th  N. 
Y.  V.  E.,  under  Col.  Spalding,  with  which  regi- 
ment he  served  faithfully  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
participating  in  a number  of  important  engage- 
ments, among  others  those  of  Petersburg,  Yellow 
Tavern,  Fort  Stedman,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Five  Forks, 
Berksville  Junction  and  Appomattox  C.  H.  After 
Lee's  surrender  the  regiment  was  retained  to  do 
duty  on  the  Danville  road,  building  the  entire  rail- 
road bridge  across  the  Staunton  river,  destroyed  by 
the  Rebel  forces,  and  from  there  they  went  to 
Washington,  and  thence  home,  Mr.  Hill  receiving 
his  discharge  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  in  July,  1865.  On 
his  return  home  he  entered  the  employ  of  Holbert 
& Brauning,  general  merchants  ,in  the  capacity  of 
clerk,  and  remained  with  them  four  years,  after 
which  he  entered  the  employ  of  Isaac  Young,  in 
Damascus,  and  continued  with  him  until  a short 
time  after  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1873. 
He  then  took  up  his  home  on  his  present  place  in 
Damascus  township,  having  invested  here  in  2,100 
acres  of  timber  land,  which  he  purchased  from 
Isaac  Young  & Co.,  and  whereon  he  erected  a saw- 
mill, the  lumber  he  manufactured  being  run  down 
the  Delaware  river  and  disposed  of  in  Philadelphia 
and  New  York  markets.  Later  he  put  up  a grist- 
mill, which  he  still  operates  in  connection  with  his 
other  enterprises,  and  in  1876  he  opened  a general 
merchandise  store,  which  he  carried  on  profitably 
until  1895.  During  these  years  Mr.  Hill  has 
cleared  much  of  his  land  and  placed  it  in  a good 
state  of  cultivation,  raising  100  tons  of  hay  alone 
each  season.  Numerous  improvements  in  the  way 
of  fences,  buildings,  etc.,  have  been  made,  his 
handsome  modern  residence  and  two  fine  barns  be- 
ing worthy  of  notice,  and  one  of  his  barns  is  used 
exclusively  for  his  fine  herd  of  cows,  which  is  one 
of  the  largest  and  best  in  this  section.  His  dairy 
business  has  assumed  large  proportions,  and  adds 
no  small  amount  annually  to  his  -income,  being  con- 
ducted with  the  same  success  which  has  attended 
all  of  his  undertakings.  Our  subject’s  interest  in 
the  lumbering,  milling,  agricultural  and  dairy  line 
gave  him  a foremost  position  among  the  wealthy 
and  active  business  men  of  the  county,  and  in  his 
shrewd  management  of  his  different  concerns  he 
has  won  a reputation  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
reliable.  He  manages  the  various  branches  of  his 


business  personally,  and  has  made  an  honorable  and 
enviable  record  as  a man  of  strict  integrity,  and 
worthy  the  confidence  and  trust  of  his  employees 
and  business  associates  alike. 

Mr.  Hill  has  naturally  taken  a deep  interest  in 
the  progress  and  improvement  of  the  community 
where  his  personal  affairs  and  undertakings  have 
centered,  but  he  steadfastly  refused  office  until  1893, 
when  the  Democrats  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  nomi- 
nated and  elected  him  to  the  office  of  county  com- 
missioner, the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  with 
such  universal  satisfaction  that  he  was  re-elected 
in  1896,  and  is  still  serving.  Llere  at  least  is  an 
instace  of  the  office  seeking  the  man.  Mr.  Hill’s 
friends  and  acquaintances  have  long  recognized 
the  fact  that  a citizen  of  his  ability  and  standing 
would  be  particularly  suited  to  public  office  could 
he  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept.  Democrats  of  Da- 
mascus, Manchester  and  Berlin  determined  to  nomi- 
nate him  for  county  commissioner,  feeling  certain 
of  his  election,  and  he  has  not  disappointed  his  con- 
stituents in  any  respect,  bringing  the  same  sound 
principles  and  judgment  into  his  public  service  as 
he  has  exercised  so  successfully  in  his  commercial 
life.  After  serving  two  terms  as  commissioner,  he 
declined  nomination  for  a third  term,  and  was  nomi- 
nated by  acclamation  for  the  office  of  associate 
judge.  In  the  fall  of  1899  he  was  elected  to  the 
office,  receiving  the  largest  vote  of  any  candidate  in 
the  county,  and  defeating  his  opponent  by  the  hand- 
some majority  of  1,134  votes. 

On  June  17,  1873,  Mr.  Hill  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  Flynn,  of  Wayne  county,  a daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Margaret  Flynn,  of  Manchester 
township,  who  were  formerly  residents  of  Greene 
county,  N.  Y.  Four  children  have  blessed  this 
union:  Lewis,  John,  Harris  and  Myra,  all  of 

whom  are  still  under  the  parental  roof,  a roof  which 
has  a reputation  throughout  this  section  of  Wayne 
county  for  bounteous  and  kindly  hospitality.  Lewis 
G.,  the  eldest  son,  enlisted  May  1,  1898,  in  Company 
E,  13th  P.  V.  L,  for  service  in  the  Spanish- Ameri- 
can  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  number  their  friends 
by  the  score,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  all  that  this  esti- 
mable couple  may  live  to  enjoy  the  esteem  of  then- 
fellow  citizens  for  many  years  to  come.  Mrs.  Hill 
is  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
Mr.  Hill  contributes  liberally  to  its  support.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a member  in  good  standing  of  Lodge 
No.  552,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  Capt.  James  Flam 
Post  No.  198,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

NATHAN'  PERKINS,  who  was  for  many 
years  a leading  representative  citizen  of  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  died  December  30,  1874, 
on  the  farm  where  his  widow  and  children  contin- 
ued to  live.  He  was  a native  of  that  township,  born 
on  the  old  Perkins  homestead,  January  20,  1829, 
a son  of  Plarvey  and  Caroline  (Fobes)  Perkins. 
The  father  was  born  November  6,  1797,  in  New 
Haven  county,  Conn.,  in  which  State  his  parents, 

I David  and  Nancy  (Todd)  Perkins,  spent  their  en- 
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tire  lives,  being  numbered  among  the  wealthy  and 
influential  citizens  of  their  community.  The  father 
of  David  Perkins,  accompanied  by  his  brothers, 
came  from  England  to  America  at  an  early  day, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  Nutmeg  State. 
Our  subject’s  father  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of 
six  children,  the  others  being  Seymour,  a farmer, 
who  died  in  New  York  State;  Willis,  who  died  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.;  Emily,  who  married  David 
Lonsberry,  and  died  in  Connecticut;  Alvin,  a mer- 
chant, who  also  died  in  that  State;  and  David  A., 
who  died  in  childhood,  in  Connecticut. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  Harvey  Perkins 
began  learning  the  cabinet  maker’s  trade,  but  after 
working  at  that  occupation  for  five  years  he  served 
a two-years’  apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
and  later  became  quite  a prominent  contractor  and 
builder,  erecting  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
in  Honesdale,  and  also  two  hotels  in  Carbondale, 
Penn.  In  1854  he  practically  retired  from  carpen- 
tering, but  when  past  the  age  of  eighty  years  built 
a large  barn  for  John  Shaffer.  Coming  to  Wayne 
county  in  1821,  he  ever  afterward  made  his  home 
in  Canaan  township,  In  1822  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Caroline,  Fobes,  who  was  born 
January  21,  1802,  a daughter  of  John  and  Lida 
(Baldwin),  Fobes,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  New 
York,  respectively,  who  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  having  located  in 
Canaan  township  in  1808.  After  building  a log 
cabin,  her  father  began  to  .clear  and  improve  his 
land.  For  many  years  in  early  life  he  engaged  in 
school  teaching.  Later,  as  a contractor,  he  built 
one  mile  of  the  Belmont  & Easton  turnpike,  for 
which  he  received  $1,000,  and  three  miles  of  the 
Milford  & Owego  turnpike,  for  which  he  received 
$3,000.  He  invested  $500  in  the  stock  of  the  latter 
road,  but  lost  it  all.  For  the  long'  period  of  thirty- 
five  years  he  most  creditably  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Canaan  township,  Wayne  countv. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  third  in  the 
order  of  birth  in  a family  of  seven  children,  the 
others  being  as  follows : Thomas  C.,  born  July  3, 
1826,  was  a jeweler  by  trade,  and  died  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Canaan  township  in  1866.  Emily, 
born  in  1828,  married  Lafayette  Davis,  a farmer 
of  Kansas,  and  died  in  1851.  Alvin,  born  in  1834, 
died  in  1852.  Anna  E.,  born  in  1837,  died  in  1877. 
George  E.,  born  January  7,  1842,  is  a resident  of 
Waymart,  Wayne  county,  employed  on  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  Railroad.  Lucretia,  born  April  9,  1847, 
is  the  wife  of  Dwight  Buckland,  a brakeman  on 
the  Gravity  railroad,  residing  in  Canaan  township, 
and  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  May  14,  1884,  the  father  October  4, 
1887.  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Canaan  Cor- 
ners cemetery.  In  early  days  he  was  a member  of 
the  State  Militia,  and  later  held  several  local  offices 
of  honor  and  trust. 

For  five  years  after  starting  out  in  life  for  him- 
self. Nathan  Perkins  worked  as  a carpenter  for  the 
Gravity  railroad,  but  with  that  exception  his  entire 


life  was  devoted  to  lumbering  and  farming.  A 
short  time  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to  the 
farm  on  which  his  widow  lived  until  her  death,  and 
there  spent  his  remaining  days.  He  was  a thorough 
and  skillful  farmer,  and  met  with  a well-deserved 
success  in  his  undertakings.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  representatives  of  the  Republican 
party  in  his  community,  and  was  often  called  upon 
to  fill  local  official  positions.  Honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him,  no  man  in  Wayne  county  is 
more  worthy  of  representation  in  a work  of  this 
kind,  and  there  is  none  whose  name  is  held  in  more 
grateful  remembrance. 

In  McKean  county,  Penn.,  Mr.  Perkins  was 
married,  September  16,  1857,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Lasher,  Rev.  A.  Roberts,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
minister,  officiating.  She  was  born  in  that  county 
June  20,  1834,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Lvda 
(Maker)  Lasher,  who  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  New  York  State,  whence  they  removed  to 
McKean  county,  Penn.,  where  the  father  followed 
fanning  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
died  in  May,  1869,  at  about  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years,  his  wife  in  February,  1850,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
five,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Smethport 
cemetery,  McKean  county.  They  were  earnest  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he 
was  a stanch  Republican  in  politics.  Their  children 
were  Elizabeth  S.,  who  married  Henry  Barrett,  and 
both  are  now  deceased ; Eunice,  who  married  Orrin 
Haven,  and  both  are  deceased;  Mary  A.,  widow  of 
our  subject,  who  died  April  7,  1899;  Laura  J.,  who 
married  Henry  French,  and  both  are  deceased;  Cas- 
sie  E.,  wife  of  George  Leonard,  a retired  farmer  of 
'Waymart,  Wayne  county  ; Lydia  A.,  deceased  wifeof 
Charles  Rice,  who  is  living  retired  in  Steubenville, 
X.  Y. ; and  Charlotte,  who  married  George  Perkins, 
a railroad  man  of  Waymart,  and  died  January  9, 
1900. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Perkins  were  born 
five  children,  namely : Delazean  H.  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-one  years ; Merton  A.  is  a school  teacher, 
living  at  home;  Minnie  L.  was  for  a time  success- 
fully engaged  in  school  teaching,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  D.  C.  Elliott,  a farmer  of  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne 
county ; Herbert  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; and 
Cora,  an  accomplished  musician,  now  engaged  in 
teaching  that  art,  resides  at  home.  The  family  is 
one  of  prominence  in  social  circles,  and  at  their  hos- 
pitable home  they  delight  to  entertain  their  many 
friends. 

CHARLES  AY.  AKERS,  a well-known  black- 
smith and  farmer  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. is  an  excellent  mechanic  and  one  of  the  best 
agriculturists  of  the  community,  having  thoroughlv 
mastered  both  occupations.  He  was  born  in  that 
township,  November  27,  1848,  and  is  a son  of  John 
and  Alary  A.  (Kevin)  Akers,  natives  of  Monroe 
and  AA  ayne  counties,  Penn.  , respectively.  His 
paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Rebecca  Akers, 
came  to  this  country  from  Ireland,  and  were  among 
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the  earliest  settlers  of  Monroe  county.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Edward,  Sarah,  Rebecca,  Martha, 

Betsy,  John  and  George.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents, John  and  Abigail  Nevin,  were  also  natives 
of  Ireland. 

During  his  youth  John  Akers,  Jr.,  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  near  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  when  a young  man  came  to  Wayne  county, 
where  he  continued  to  follow  that  occupation 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1894,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Albright  Church  cemetery, 
Dreher  township.  They  were  sincere  and  faithful 
members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children : Warren, 

who  married  Louise  Hengenin,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Dreher  township ; Thomas  J.,  who  is 
married  and  carries  on  farming  in  California ; 
Elizabeth  P., deceased  wife  of  Thomas  Bird; Charles 
W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Richard,  who  mar- 
ried Ellen  Heberling,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  county ; Eliza,  wife  of 
Jacob  Bird,  a laborer  of  Scranton,  Fenn. ; Joseph, 
who  married  Mahala  Kelley,  and  is  engaged  in 
blacksmithing  in  California ; Mary  A.,  wife  of  Ber- 
ton  Heberling,  a contractor  and  builder  of  Cali- 
fornia; Ferminda,  who  died  when  young;  Elmer, 
who  died  unmarried  in  California,  and  Ebers,  who 
married  Tillie  Light,  and  is  a laborer  of  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 

Charles  W.  Akers  learned  his  trade  with  his 
father,  and  continued  to  work  with  him  until  twen- 
ty-three years  of  age,  when  he  embarked  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account.  In  1876  he  located  upon 
his  present  farm  in  Dreher  township,  and  has  since 
successfully  followed  both  blacksmithing  and  gen- 
eral farming.  As  one  of  the  representative  and 
prominent  citizens  of  his  community  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  as  judge  and  inspector  of  elec- 
tions, was  constable  in  his  township  for  two  years, 
and  school  director  twelve  years.  'In  political  sen- 
timent he  is  a Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  a 
Methodist. 

In  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Akers 
was  married,  December  25,  1871,  to  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Ansley,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children, 
namely:  Harry,  a blacksmith,  who  resides  at 

home;  Charles  J.,  deceased:  and  Lewis  and  Her- 
bert, both  at  home.  Mrs.  Akers  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  September  30.  1849,  and  is  a daughter 
of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Dilworth)  Ansley,  natives 
of  Ireland,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1847  and 
were  married  in  New  York  City,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  until  1861.  In  that  year 
they  removed  to  Greene  township.  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  where  they  still  reside.  In  New  York,  Mr. 
Ansley  drove  a street  car,  but  since  his  removal  to 
Pike  countv  he  has  given  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  is  seventy  years  of  age,  and 
his  wife  is  eighty.  Both  hold  membership  in  the 
Episconal  Church,  and  are  honored  and  respected 


by  all  who  know  them.  Their  family  numbered 
six  children:  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  our  subject;  John, 

who  married  Amanda  Rohrbacker,  and  is  a wood 
turner  of  Philadelphia;  Arthur,  James  and  Thomas, 
who  all  three  died  when  young;  and  James,  who 
married  Ida  Custard,  and  lives  in  New  York. 

DAVID  O.  BRODHEAD,  who  is  now  living 
retired  on  the  Brodhead  homestead  in  Delaware 
township,  Pike  county,  has  for  many  years _been  one 
of  the  prominent  farmer  citizens  of  this  vicinity, 
where  the  name  of  Brodhead  is  a respected  one. 
He  was  born  July  24,  1824,  on  the  place  which  has 
always  been  his  home,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Mar- 
garet (Owens)  Brodhead,  who  were  pioneers  in 
that  part  of  Pike  county. 

Garret  Brodhead,  grandfather  of  David  O. 
Brodhead,  was  the  first  owner  of  the  Brodhead 
property  in  Delaware  township,  where  he  lived  and 
died.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  married  Effie  Decker,  who  died  at  Dingman’s 
Ferry,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Cornelia 
Emory.  Their  son,  Nicholas  Brodhead,  was  born 
on  the  homestead  in  Delaware  township,  and  car- 
ried on  farming  there  all  his  days.  He  married 
Margaret  Owens,  a native  of  Newfoundland,  N.  J., 
whose  family  is  mentioned  more  fully  below,  and 
they  became . the  parents  of  six  children,  born  as 
follows:  Effie,  December  25,  1819;  Hannah,  No- 

vember 28,  1821  ; David  O.,  July  24,  1824;  L.  Jane, 
March  11,  1830  ; Garret,  September  27,1832;  Cyrus, 
June  2 7,  1835.  Effie  married  Thomas  Preston 
and  died  March  14,  1873.  Hannah  became  the 
wife  of  Cyrus  Emory,  and  died  December  15,  1871. 
L.  Jane  married  Ezra  Marvin,  and  died  in  October, 
1880.  Garret,  unmarried,  is  a resident  of  Delaware 
township.  Cyrus  resides  with  his  brother  Garret. 
The  father  of  this  family  passed  away  March  7, 
1865,  aged  seventy-six  years,  three  months,  one 
day,  and  was  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Delaware. 
The  mother  survived  him  several  years,  dying  April 
9,  1873,  aged  seventy-three  years,  eighteen  days. 

Hugh  and  Mercy  (Ross)  Owens,  the  maternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  New- 
foundland. N.  J.,  the  former  born  April  10,  1776, 
the  latter  March  9,  1781.  They  were  married  May 
9,  1799,  and  four  children  came  to  them,  .viz.: 
Margaret,  born  March  22,  1800,  Mrs.  Nicholas 
Brodhead;  John,  born  September  21,  1802;  Isaac, 
born  September  6,  1804,  and  David,  born  Novem- 
ber 6,  1806,  all  of  whom  died  unmarried.  The 
family  came  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in  an  early  day, 
and  Mr.  Owens,  returning  to  Newfoundland,  died 
there  June  17,  1814;  Mrs.  Owens  surviving  until 
September  30,  1862,  when  she  passed  away  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Nicholas  Brodhead,  in 
Delaware  township. 

David  O.  Brodhead  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  township  of  his  birth,  where  he  also  received 
his  agricultural  training,  under  his  father's  tuition. 
He  has  prospered  in  his  life  vocation,  by  constant 
industry  and  years  of  hard  labor  managing  to 
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derive  a good  income  from  liis  land,  which  is  thor- 
oughly cultivated  and  well-kept,  his  son  Garret  as- 
suming the  management  thereof  before  his  decease. 
Mr.  Brodhead  is  well  liked  all  over  the  township, 
where  his  friends  are  numerous,  and  he  has  been 
actively  and  prominently  identified  with  local  pub- 
lic affairs  for  a number  of  years.  He  has  been 
honored  with  election  to  various  offices  in  the  gift 
of  his.  fellow  townsmen,  has  served  as  supervisor 
and  collector,  and  at  present  is  acting  as  poormas- 
ter,  in  all  these  capacities  giving  universal  satis- 
faction. Mr.  Brodhead  is  very  active  for  one  of 
his  years,  and  he  is  one  of  the  best  known  of  the 
older  residents  of  the  township,  where  he  is  held  in 
the  greatest  respect.  Politically  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat. 

On  December  3,  1853,  Delaware,  Mr.  Brod- 
head was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Van 
Etten,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  namely:  John  is  in  the  cattle  business 

and  engages  in  farming  in  Nebraska;  he  married 
Margaret  Crowen.  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  John 
Titman,  of  Delaware  township.  Daniel  married 
Mary  Van  Campen;  he  is  a farmer  in  Lehman 
township.  Ruth  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Morris  T. 
Gibbs,  an  M.  E.  minister.  Blanche  is  the  wife  of 
Robinson  Shepherd,  of  Silver  Lake,  Delaware  town- 
ship. Garret,  who  died  October  19,  1898,  con- 
ducted the  old  homestead  for  his  father ; he  mar- 
ried Mary  Schuyler.  George  died  unmarried. 
Hugh  married  Emma  Shepherd ; he  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Delaware  township.  Charles"  died 
young. 

Mrs.  Mary  (\  an  Etten)  Brodhead  was  born 
March  21,  1832,  in  Delaware  township,  daughter 
of  Daniel  A.  and  Lucinda  (Van  Gorden)  Van 
Etten,  who  were  natives  of  Delaware  and  Lehman 
townships,  respectively.  ■ Both  died  in  Delaware 
township,  the  father  February  11,  1880,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two,  the  mother  May,  189-1,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one.  Their  remains  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Milford. 

GEORGE  C.  HUGHES,  editor  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  Stroudsburg  Daily  and  Weekly  Times. 
displays  in  the  management  of  his  establishment 
the  progressive  spirit  of  the  typical  American  busi- 
ness man,  his  office  being  fitted  up  with  the  modern 
appliances  of  the  craft,  including  a linotype  ma- 
chine, while  gas  and  steam  are  utilized  to'  furnish 
the  motive  power.  Nor  does  his  enterprise  stop 
with  the  attainment  of  mechanical  perfection  for 
his  paper,  as  the  reading  matter  shows  the  same 
sound  practical  judgment,  and  his  able  editorial 
work  has  enabled  him  to  build  up  a large  circula- 
tion. As  the  Times  is  the  first  daily  paper  ever 
established  in  Stroudsburg,  its  success  reflects  the 
greater  credit  upon  its  energetic  and  far-sighted 
founder. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  born  June  16,  i860,  at  Flem- 
ington.  N.  J.,  and  is  of  English  descent  in  the  pa- 
ternal line.  William  Hughes,  our  subject's  grand- 


father, who  was  born  in  1790,  in  London,  England, 
came  to  America  in  early  manhood,  and,  after 
spending  some  years  in  New  York  City  as  a shoe- 
maker, he  located  at  Flemington  , where  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  about  forty  years,  his  death  occur- 
ring in  1879.  He  married  Ellen  Barwell,  and  had 
th  e following  children : William,  who  died  in 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  was  a soldier  in  the  Mexican 
war,  and  during  the  Rebellion  he  served  in  the 
army  with  the  rank  of  captain ; Arthur,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Eliza- 
beth (Mrs.  Heath),  resides  in  Wilmington,  Del.; 
and  Annie  (Mrs.  Gordon  Buchanan),  resides  at 
Flemington,  New  Jersey. 

Arthur  Hughes,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is 
a prosperous  carriage  manufacturer  at  Flemington, 
N.  J.  Lie  married  Miss  Susan  Stires,  and  they 
have  had  five  children : Annie  is  married  and  re- 

sides in  Boston;  George  C.  is  our  subject;  William 
C.  is  a clerk  in  John  Wanamaker’s  store  in  New 
York  City;  Lester  B.  is  a printer  employed  at 
Trenton,  N.  J. ; and  Miss  Bertha  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Hughes  passed  the  greater  portion  of  his 
early  life  at  the  old  home  in  Flemington,  and  for  a 
time  attended  the  academy  at  his  native  place.  He 
began  his  business  career  as  clerk  in  a store,  but 
finding  the  occupation  uncongenial  he  learned  the 
printer’s  trade  in  an  office  at  Flemington.  He  then 
established  a weekly  paper  there,  known  as  the 
Hunterdon  Advertiser , and  after  conducting  it  suc- 
cessfully for  several  } ears  he  sold  it  and  opened  a 
job  printing  office.  Later  he  disposed  of  that  busi- 
ness and  entered  the  employ  of  a New  York  shoe 
manufacturer  as  a traveling  salesman ; but  he  soon 
returned  to  journalism.  Going  to  Penargvle, 
Penn.,  he  established  the  Penargyle  Index,  a weekly 
paper,  which  he  carried  on  for  some  years  and  then 
sold.  In  the  meantime  he  founded  the  Strouds- 
burg Weekly  Times,  the  first  issue  appearing  July 
30,  1888,  and  after  disposing  of  the  Index  he  de- 
voted his  entire  attention  to  the  Times.  On  April 
2,  1894,  he  established  the  daily  edition,  the  enter- 
prise meeting  with  gratifying,  success  from  the 
start.  In  1880  Mr.  Hughes  married  Aliss  Ella 
Rittenhouse,  and  six  children  brighten  his  home : 
Viola,  Helen,  May,  Russell,  Edna  and  Carl. 

C.  A.  PELLETT.  Among  the  wide-awake 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  Palmyra  township,  Pike 
county,  this  gentleman  occupies  a prominent  posi- 
tion, He  is  a grandson  of  John  Pellett,  probably 
a native  of  Connecticut,  who  when  a young  man 
came  to  Pike  county,  and  was  one  of  the  very  first 
settlers  of  northeastern  Pennsylvania.  This  hon- 
ored pioneer  died  in  Pike  county. 

Gerdon  Pellett,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Palmyra  township,  in  1807,  and  died  in  1874. 
He  married  Sybil  Kimble,  who  was  also  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  families 
of  this  section  of  the  State.  To  them  were  born 
children  as  follows : Ira,  who  married  Matilda  Ains- 
ley  (now  deceased),  and  resides  at  Milton  Junction, 
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Wis. ; B.  K.,  who  married  Belle  McClellan,  of  Clear- 
field county,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Virginia;  C.  A.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Susan,  wife  of  Senator  E.  B. 
Hardenburg,  of  Honesdale,  Penn. ; Clara,  a resident 
of  Waverly,  Penn.;  F.  B.,  who  married  Annie 
Bishop,  and  died  at  Honesdale,  Penn.,  in  1897;  and 
Ada  G.,  wife  of  William  Waite,  of  Waverly,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

C.  A.  Pellett  was  born  in  Palmyra  township, 
October  31,  1844,  and  received  a fair  country-school 
education.  He  remained  with  his  father  on  the  old 
homestead,  assisting  in  the  work  until  the  latter’s 
death,  and  now  owns  the  place,  consisting  of  153 
acres,  about  seventy-five  acres  of  which  are  in 
pasture  and  plowed  land.  Here  he  follows  general 
farming  with  marked  success,  and  is  also  quite  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  keeping 
a dozen  or  more  cows  for  that  purpose.  He  has 
traveled  through  many  of  the  Western  States,  and 
spent  some  time  in  both  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 

At  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Mr.  Pellett  was  mar- 
ried, in  1875,  t°  Miss  Augusta  De  Pew,  a daughter 
of  Shay  and  Mary  (Bortree)  De  Pew,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  five  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : Gertrude,  August 
24,  1876;  Sybil,  May  5,  1879;  Franc,  May  13,  1882; 
Arthur,  January  28,  1885  ; and  Mabel,  July  31,  1891. 
All  are  at  home  with  the  exception  of'  Gertrude, 
who  resides  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  Sybil,  who  was 
married  in  January,  1899,  to  H.  C.  Anness,  and  now 
resides  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

The  Republican  party  finds  in  Mr.  Pellett  an 
ardent  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  his  fellow 
citizens  have  called  upon  him  to  serve  as  auditor  (ten 
years),  tax  collector,  school  director  and  secretary 
of  the  board,  and  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
elections,  the  duties  of  which  positions  he  has  di- 
charged  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  sat- 
isfaction of  all  concerned.  Socially  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  for  twenty-eight 
years.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a member 
of  Company  B,  143rd  P.  V.  I. 

DAVID  W.  BOWMAN,  general  manager  of 
the  Wiscasset  farm  and  livery  stables  in  Paradise 
township,  Monroe  county,  has  held  that  responsible 
position  for  more  than  twenty  years,  a fact  which 
speaks  volumes  for  his  ability  and  personal  worth. 
His  straightforward  business  methods  have  won 
the  confidence  of  his  employers  as  well  as  that  of 
the  public,  and  his  genial  disposition  and  gentle- 
manly manner  awaken  friendship  among  people  of 
all  classes.  It  has  been  his  policy  to  invest  judi- 
ciously in  real  estate ; he  now  owns  a large  tract  of 
land  in  the  most  attractive  portion  of  Monroe 
county,  its  constant  increase  in  value  bringing  him 
handsome  returns. 

Mr.  Bowman  belongs  to  a leading  pioneer  fam- 
ily of  his  locality,  his  grandfather,  George  Bowman, 
a native  of  Northampton  county,  having  been  the 
first  to  make  permanent  improvements  at  Paradise 
\rallev,  where  his  remaining  vears  were  spent.  This 
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worthy  citizen  married  Christine  Blatz,  and  had  five 
sons : John,  David,  Jacob,  Samuel,  and  George. 
There  were  also  two  daughters : Margaret,  who  mar- 
ried Jacob  Harps ; and  Anna,  wife  of  Aaron  Kouch, 
of  Paradise  township. 

David  Bowman,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
September  27,  1808,  in  Plainfield,  Northampton 
county,  but  his  youth  was  mainly  spent  at  Swift- 
water,  Monroe  county.  He  learned  the  cooper’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  many  years,  and  in  early 
manhood  also  engaged  in  farming,  clearing  a fine 
homestead.  His  first  dwelling  house  on  the  place 
was  a humble  log  cabin,  but  as  his  finances  improved 
he  built  a good  frame  house.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  but  he  never  aspired  to  office. 
His  life  was  full  of  good  deeds,  and  for  many  years 
he  was  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church  in  his  neighborhood, 
which  he  was  instrumental  in  founding.  He  died 
March  3,  1888;  his  first  wife,  Susanna  (Angle- 
meyer),  died  May  3,  1848.  By  this  union  there 
were  children  as  follows:  Maria,  wife  of  James 
Kintz ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Maurice  Beam ; Matilda, 
wife  of  Anthony  Kintz ; Hannah,  wife  of  Ispen 
Price;  Christine,  wife  of  John  Hamblin,  of  Para- 
dise township ; and  Aaron,  who  married  Martha 
Fovett,  and  resides  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa.  Our 
subject’s  father  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Werkheiser,  a daughter  of  George  and 
Catherine  Werkheiser, and  she  survives  him  with  five 
children:  (1)  Susannah,  who  married  Francis 

Mackis,  of  Saylorsburg,  Monroe  county,  and  has  one 
son,  Charles;  (2)  David  W.,  our  subject;  (3) 
Amanda,  who  married  Adam  Fromfelker,  of  Scran- 
ton, a conductor  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad,  and  has  two  daughters — Myrtle 
and  Bessie;  (4)  Lena,  who  married  David  Arnold, 
of  Paradise,  and  has  three  daughters — Beulah, 
Mamie  and  Ethel;  and  (5)  Sarah,  who  married 
William  J.  Learn,  of  Paradise  township,  and  has 
two  daughters — Pearl  and  Edith. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  22,  1852,  in  Po- 
cono  township,  Monroe  county,  and  was  reared  at 
the  old  homestead,  working  on  the  farm  in  the  sum- 
mer seasons  and  attending  the  local  school  in  the 
winter.  In  1875  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
at  Tobvhanna,  but  in  1876  he  took  charge  of  the 
homestead  for  his  father.  About  1878  he  became 
foreman  and  general  manager  of  the  Wiscasset 
Farm  in  Paradise  township,  on  the  Easton  and  Bel- 
mont turnpike,  for  Howard  A.  Chase,  a wealthy 
business  man  of  Philadelphia,  and  this  position  he 
has  held  ever  since.  His  first  purchase  of  real  es- 
tate was  in  the  same  township,  near  Paradise  Valley, 
and  later  he  bought  a lot  at  Swiftwater,  where  he 
built  a winter  home.  He  also  bought  400  acres  of 
wild  land  adjoining  Mr.  Chase’s  property,  upon 
which  he  made  various  improvements  and  not  long 
afterward  he  purchased  from  Mr.  Chase  a tract  near 
the  Wiscasset,  where  he  has  erected  two  substantial 
buildings.  In-  1894  he  bought  land  in  Paradise 
township  from  P.  A.  Grover,  and  built  a large  car- 
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riage  factory  and  wheelwright’s  shop,  and  at  present 
he  owns  an  interest  in  W iscasset  Lake,  a popular 
summer  resort  which  is  especially  noted  for  its  line 
facilities  for  boating.  Politically  Mr.  Bowman  is 
a Democrat,  and  lie  and  his  daughter  are  active 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Paradise.  Jn 
1X74  he  married  Miss  Annie  McCarty,  of  Dovers 
Home,  Monroe  county,  a refined  and  accomplished 
ladv.  who  for  some  time  previous  to  her  marriage 
taught  successfully  in  the  public  schools  of  Monroe 
county.  She  was  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Anne 
McCarty,  and  a member  of  a well-known  family  of 
Coolbaugh  township,  where  her  father  held  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  She  died 
in  1885,  and  Mr.  Bowman  afterward  married  Miss 
Marietta  Miller,  daughter,  of  Manassah  Miller,  a 
prominent  hotel  keeper  of  Pocono  township.  In 
1896  his  second  wife  died  at  his  present  homestead, 
leaving  no  children.  His  only  daughter,  Miss 
Agnes  Bowman,  who  was  born  August  12,  1876,  of 
the  first  marriage,  is  now  at  home.  She  is  an  at- 
tractive and  accomplished  young  lady,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Scranton,  and  Tonawanda, 
and  at  the  Normal  school  at  East  Stroudsburg,  of 
which  she  is  a graduate. 

J.  C.  LAMM  is  an  industrious,  energetic  and 
reliable  citizen  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  as  a skilled  carpenter  and  farmer  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  its  industrial  and  agri- 
cultural interests  for  several  years.  He  makes  his 
home  in  Newfoundland. 

Our  subject’s  father,,  John  George  Lamm,  was 
a native  of  Germany,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
On  coming  to  this  country  he  located  in  Monroe 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  married  Miss  Margaret 
Erbach,  also  a native  of  the-  Fatherland,  and  a 
daughter  of  Walter  and  Margrite  (Shaffer)  Er- 
bach. For  some  time  the  father  was  employed  by 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  and 
then  moved  to  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  Penn., 
where  he  purchased  a farm  and  engaged  in  agri- 
culture and  lumbering  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  There  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  Their 
children  were:  J.  C.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Catherine,  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Eva,  wife 
of  J.  R.  Brown,  of  that  place ; Sophia,  wife  of  M.  N. 
Dickson,  a stationary  engineer,  formerly  of  Toby- 
hanna,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  and  now  employed  at 
that  trade  in  Scranton ; Mary,  wife  of  Emil 
Hugnine,  a farmer  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne 
county;  Emma,  wife  of  John  Compton,  foreman  in  a 
mill  at  Scranton ; George  W.,  who  married  Caro- 
line Regal,  and  was  killed  in  Greene  township,  Feb- 
ruary 18.  1897,  while  assisting  in  removing  a barn; 
Maggie,  a resident  of  Scranton  ; Ida  and  Ella,  twins, 
the  former  of  whom  lives  in  Scranton  ; and  the  latter 
died  in  infancy;  Peter,  who  married  Susan  Wardale, 
of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  and  lives  in  Scran- 
ton : and  Edith  who  died  in  infancy. 

J.  C.  Lamm  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1854,  and  during  infancy  was  taken  by  his 


parents  to  Pike  county,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood 
and  vouth  on  his  father’s  farm.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  he  left  home  and  found  employment  in 
a mill  at  Tobyhanna,  Monroe  county.  He  next 
worked  for  eight  years  in  an  umbrella  stick  factory 
in  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  was  for  a short 
time  employed  in  another  factory  in  the  same  county, 
for  one  year  worked  in  hotels  in  Gouldsboro  and 
Scranton,  Penn.,  and  for  two  years  ran  an  engine 
in  a sawmill  at  Owl  Hoot.  He  then  bought  land  in 
Newfoundland,  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county, 
upon  which  he  erected  the  comfortable  dwelling  that 
has  since  been  his  home.  He  engages  in  farming  to 
a limited  extent,  but  pays  particular  attention  to  his 
trade,  that  of  carpentering,  and  is  now  meeting  with 
a fair  degree  of  success  in  his  undertakings. 

On  December  9,  1884,  Mr.  Lamm  was  married, 
by  Rev.  Charles  L.  Moench,  a Moravian  minister,  to 
Miss  Ella  Osborne,  who  was  born  March  21,  1863, 
a daughter  of  T.  S.  and  Rebecca  (Williams)  Os- 
borne, both  natives  of  Dreher  township.  Of  the 
other  children  of  their  family,  W.  H.  and  A.  J.  are 
both  farmers  of  Dreher  township;  Grace  M.  died  at 
the  age  of  nine  years ; Eva  and  Ruth  both  died  at 
about  the  age  of  two  years ; and  Lyman  L.,  M. 
Frances  and  Ida  all  live  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Dreher  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamm  have  a 
family  of  seven  children,  whose  names  and  dates 
of  birth  are  as  follows:  Grace  Maria,  March  15, 
1886;  Oscar  V.,  February  14,  1888;  Allen  Wayne, 
June  3,  1890;  G.  Truman,  March  4,  1892:  Ruth  W., 
June  21,  1894;  Theo  W.,  March  26,  1897;  Frances 
M.,  September  4,  1899. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Lamm  is  a stench 
Democrat,  and  he  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
election  board  and  as  inspector  several  times  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  For  over 
twenty  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  now  an 
active  and  prominent  member  of  Wallenpaupack 
Lodge  No.  478,  in  which  he  has  passed  through  all 
the  chairs. 

GEORGE  W.  COLLINS.  The  Collins  fam- 
ily lias  been  prominent  in  this  section  from  an  early 
day,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well-known 
business  man  residing  at  Hoadleys,  Wayne  county, 
has  shown  in  his  career  the  qualities  of  enterprise 
and  intelligence  which  characterized  his  ancestry. 
For  many  years  he  has  carried  on  extensive  build- 
ing operations,  and  some  of  the  best  residences  in 
Scranton,  Dunmore,  Honesdale  and  neighboring 
cities  bear  testimony  to  his  skill.  He  is  also  engaged 
in  agricultural  work  on  a large  scale,  one  of  his 
farms  having  been  purchased  by  his  father. 

Mr.  Collins  comes  of  good  New  England  stock, 
tracing  his  descent  through  four  generations  to 
Rev.  Timothy  Collins  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
(Hyde),  residents  of  Litchfield,  Conn.  This 
worthy  couple  had  a son,  Charles,  our  subject’s 
great-grandfather,  who  married  Ann  Huntington, 
and  made  his  home  in  Litchfield.  Dr.  Lewis  Col- 
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lins,  the  eldest  son  of  Charles,  and  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Litchfield  October  29, 
1753,  and  during  the  Revolutionary  war  served  as 
a surgeon  in  Washington’s  army.  For  some  time  j 
he  practiced  medicine  at  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  later 
he  removed  to  Old  Guilford,  in  the  same  State,  but 
in  1800  he  came  to  this  section,  locating  first  at 
Little  Meadows,  in  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  upon  an  estate  then  known  as  the  Jacob 
Stanton  place.  He  was  the  first  physician  to  set- 
tle permanently  in  Wayne  county,  and  his  ability 
and  professional  knowledge  soon  gained  him  a large 
practice,  extending  for  many  miles  through  the 
country.  In  1803,  wishing  to  be  near  the  center  of 
his  practice,  he  purchased  200  acres  of  land  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  buying  out 
the  “squatters’  rights”  of  Enos  Woodward,  and 
afterward  perfecting  his  title  by  securing  a deed 
from  Edward  Tilghman,  of  Philadelphia,  the  latter 
formality  requiring  a journey  on  horseback  to  and 
from  that  city.  On  taking  possession  he  began 
improving  the  property,  and  in  1812  he  built  a barn 
which  is  now  (1897)  standing.  He  was  a man  of 
fine  education,  speaking  several  languages,  and  in 
person  was  tall  and  athletic,  with  a sandy  complex- 
ion and  features  of  Roman  type.  He  died  in  1818 
at  the  home  of  Simeon  Ansley,  in  Paupac  settle- 
ment. having  been  stricken  with  fever  while  making 
a call  upon  a patient.  He  had  met  with  an  accident 
on  his  trip,  his  horse  falling  through  a bridge,  and 
his  illness  was  doubtless  due  to  the  chill  from  wet 
clothing.  His  remains  were  interred  in  Paupac 
Cemetery.  On  June  14,  1779,  he  was  married  to 
Ruth  Root,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Root.  She  died 
in  Connecticut,  and  on  November  26,  1791,  he  mar- 
ried Louisa  Huntington,  daughter  of  Oliver  and 
Anna  (Lynde)  Huntington,  of  Lebanon,  Conn. 
She  was  born  in  1763,  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age, 
her  death  occurring  in  1858.  By  his  first  marriage 
Dr.  Collins  had  one  son,  Augustus  (1790-1829), 
who  followed  fanning  at  Bethany,  Penn.  There 
were  ten  children  by  the  second  marriage,  as  fol- 
lows: Oritus,  who  was  born  in  1792,  and  died  at 
Rye,  N.  Y.,  in  1884,  was  an  attorney  at  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.,  and  served  one  term  as  presiding 
judge  of  Lancaster  county;  Lorenzo,  our  subject’s 
father,  is  mentioned  below;  Abner,  born  in  1795, 
died  in  1875  in  Lake  township,  Wayne  county ; 
Alonzo  (deceased),  born  in  1796,  was  a resident  of 
Luzerne  county;  Philena,  born  in  1798,  married 
Virgil  Diboll,  and  died  in  Ohio  in  1855  ; Lucius, 
born  in  1799,  was  sheriff  of  Wayne  county  from 
1831  to  1837,  and  died  in  1875;  Decius,  born  in 
1801,  was  a farmer  in  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  died  in  1870;  Huntington,  born 
in  1803,  occupied  the  old  homestead  and  followed 
the  millwright’s  trade,  building  more  than  two  hun- 
dred sawmills  in  his  time ; Theron,  born  in  1805, 
was  a farmer  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  where  he 
died  in  1870;  and  Aretus,  born  in  1808,  died  in 
1859  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  where  he  had 
been  engaged  in  business  as  a wheelwright. 


Lorenzo  Collins,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  May  24,  1794,  in  Connecticut,  but  came  in  early 
life  to  Wayne  county,  where  he  remained,  becoming 
known  as  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Cherry 
Ridge  township.  He  was  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  holding  various  township  offices,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church  in  his  locality,  serving  as  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  for  a full  quarter  of  a century. 
On  July  7,  1839,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Muchmore,  who  was  born  January  31,  1803,  in 
Cornwall,  England,  and  died  May  16,  1871,  and 
his  own  death  occurred  July  14,  1878,  the  remains 
of  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Cherry  Ridge  Ceme- 
tery. 

Our  subject,  the  only  child  of  this  worthy  cou- 
ple, was  born  June  16,  1842,  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  and  during  his  youth 
he  enjoyed  the  usual  advantages  of  a country  lad. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  to  learn  the  car- 
penter’s trade  with  James  Pragle,  of  Honesdale, 
and  after  serving'  an  apprenticeship  of  two  years 
and  a half  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account  as  a contractor  and  builder,  meeting  with 
decided  success.  During  the  larger  part  of  his  life 
he  made  his  home  at  the  old  farm  on  which  he  was 
born,  but  in  1893  he  removed  to  another  estate  at 
Hoadleys.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  as  were 
previous  generations  of  his  family,  and  since  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  has  held  some  office  in  the 
township,  having  served  fifteen  years  as  constable, 
and  a number  of  terms  in  other  positions,  including 
those  of  auditor  and  school  director,  He  is  also 
active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church,  and  he  has  always  been  prompt  to  show 
his  sympathy  with  any  movement  which  promised  to 
benefit  the  community  in  which  he  has  passed  his 
life. 

On  January  27,  1875,  he  was  married  in  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  by  Rev.  Jacob  Harris,  a Metho- 
dist minister,  to  Miss  Victoria  E.  Avery.  She  was 
born  December  5,  1851,  a daughter  of  James  B. 
and  Rosina  Avery,  well-known  residents  of  Wayne 
county,  and  a niece  of  Otis  A.  Avery,  formerly 
assistant  judge  of  that  county.  She  died  October 
13.  1888.  and  her  remains  were  interred  in  Cherry 
Ridge  Cemetery.  On  April  26,  1893,  Mr.  Collins 
was  married  at  the  Woodward  homestead  by  Rev.  F. 
A.  Donv,  a Methodist  clergyman,  to  Alice  L.  Wood- 
ward, whose  family  is  mentioned  below.  Mr.  Collins 
has  had  three  children,  all  by  his  first  marriage : Miss 
Sadie  M.,  born  October  31,  1877,  resides  at  home, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  successfully  teaching  school ; 
and  George  L.,  born  February  4,  1880,  and  Walter 
A.,  born  November  2,  1884,  are  also  at  home. 

Mrs.  Alice  (Woodward)  Collins  was  born 
October  9,  1849,  at  Honesdale,  and  is  a member  of 
one  of  the  leading  families  of  that  locality.  Her 
grandparents,  John  and  Sarah  (Kay wood)  Wood- 
ward, natives  of  Connecticut,  came  to  Wayne 
county  at  an  early  day,  and  made  their  home  upon 
a farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township.  The  late  Daniel 
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I).  Woodward,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Collins,  was  born 
in  that  township,  and  was  for  many  years  engaged 
in  agriculture  there,  being  at  one  time  an  extensive 
land  owner.  Later  he  was  employed  as  agent  for 
the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  at  Iloadley’s  Station, 
where  he  died  August  3,  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years,  ten  months  and  eleven  days,  his  burial 
taking  place  at  Cherry  Ridge  Cemetery.  He  was 
widely  known  and  greatly  respected,  his  honored 
character  winning  the  regard  of  all  classes,  and  he 
was  especially  noted  for  his  charitable  disposition 
and  for  his  even  temper,  having  never  been  heard 
to  utter  a profane  word.  He  was  frequently  urged 
to  accept  public  office,  and  from  1855  to  1859  served 
as  countv  commissioner,  while  he  held  the  position 
of  justice  of  the  peace  for  several  terms  until  he 
declined  to  allow  his  name  to  be  again  presented  as 
a candidate.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  for 
many  vears  he  was  a leading  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church  in  his  locality.  The  family  has  always 
been  prominent  in  political  life,  and  Hon.  George 
W.  Woodward,  a cousin  of  Mrs.  Collins,  was  chief 
justice  of  this  commonwealth.  Daniel  Woodward 
married  Miss  Frances  D.  Stanton,  who  was  born 
April  28,  1821,  in  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  is  now  residing  with  our  subject  and  his  wife. 
Her  parents,  Jonas  and  Eliza  (White)  Stanton, 
came  from  Connecticut  during  pioneer  times  and 
located  upon  a farm,  her  father  being  well-known 
in  his  day  as  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  a worker  in  the  local  Democratic  organization. 
Daniel  and  Frances  Woodward  had  the  following 
children  : Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Rev.  F.  A.  Dony,  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; Harlan  P.,  a resident  of  Dun- 
more,  Penn.,  and  editor  of  the  Wyoming  Monitor; 
and  Alice  L.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Franklin 
P.,  editor  of  the  Dumnore  Pioneer. 

J.  B.  EIGHMY,  one  of  the  well-known  farmers 
and  stock  raisers  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  is  a native  of  same,  and  is  a son  of  William 
and  Caroline  (Boyd)  Eighmy,  who  were  well  known 
among  the  old  residents  of  this  region. 

William  Eighmy  was  born  in  1830  in  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.,  son  of  John  Eighmy,  of  that 
county,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  place 
of  his  birth.  In  1848  he  came  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  to  commence  life  as  a farmer  on  his  own  ac- 
count, purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Damascus 
township,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  cleared  out  a good  sized  farm,  which  he  put 
under  cultivation  and  improved  by  the  work  of  his 
own  hands,  and  he  lived  to  see  all  the  surrounding 
country  undergo  the  same  transformation  as  his 
own  land.  In  1855  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Boyd, 
daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  Boyd,  who  were 
prominent  people  in  the  county,  and  they  located 
on  the  homestead,  where  she  is  still  living  and  where 
he  passed  away  in  November,  1895.  They  had  four 
children — two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
Helen.  J.  B.,  Lynn  B.  and  Jessie  C.  The  eldest  was 
born  in  1856  and  has  always  lived  on  the  homestead ; 


she  is  unmarried.  Lynn  B.,  born  in  1867,  was  mar- 
ried in  1892  to  Miss  May  Calkins,  of  Damascus,, 
daughter  of  Harrison  and  Mary  Calkins,  and  they 
reside  in  Port  Jervis;  they  have  no  family.  Jessie 
C,  born  in  1879,  received  her  elementary  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  later  attended  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant and  Waymart  academies,  where  she  had  a thor- 
ough English  training;  she  is  now  following  the 
profession  of  teacher  in  Wayne  county  and  has 
taught  several  terms  with  encouraging  success. 

J.  B.  Eighmy  was  born  in  September,  1858,  in 
Damascus  township,  and  was  trained  to  farm  work 
on  the  home  place,  acquiring  a good  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  neighboring  public  schools.  He  con- 
tinued under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage, 
in  1882,  with  Miss  Maria  A.  Dann,  who  was  born 
in  Damascus  township  and  is  the  daughter  of  Asil 
and  Elizabeth  Dann,  prominent  farming  people  of 
the  township  in  their  day.  The  young  couple  settled 
on  their  present  farm,  which  Mr.  Eighmy  had  pur- 
chased in  1881  from  John  Balome,  and  which  is 
best  known  as  the  Stewart  farm,  and  here  they  have 
since  resided.  Mr.  Eighmy  has  also  purchased 
forty-seven  acres  adjoining,  and  the  greater  part 
of  this  tract  has  been  cleared  under  his  own  super- 
vision and  brought  to  a high  state  of  excellence. 
He  has  a large  farm  under  cultivation,  highly  im- 
proved with  good  barns,  outbuildings,  etc.,  and  he 
has  earned  an  enviable  reputation  as  a good  man- 
ager and  systematic  agriculturist  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  carried  on  his  farm  work.  During 
his  earlier  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing, but  since  the  disappearance  of  the  vast  timber 
tracts  which  once  covered  Wayne  county  and,  in- 
deed, this  entire  portion  of  Pennsylvania,  he  has 
devoted  all  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing, in  which  he  has  met  with  continued  success 
from  the  start.  Mrs.  Eighmy  has  proved  a com- 
petent and  worthy  helpmeet  to  him  in  all  these  busy 
years,  and  the  prosperity  which  they  now  enjoy 
is  due  to  their  united  efforts.  One  daughter  has 
blessed  their  union,  Bertrice,  born  in  November, 
1883,  who  is  now  attending  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eighmy  are,  in  religious  connection,  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  they  are  known  to  all  as 
obliging,  kind-hearted  neighbors  and  true  Christian 
people.  Mr.  Eighmy  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  Republican  party,  but  he  takes  no  interest  in 
politics  beyond  casting  his  vote,  and  he  has  never 
aspired  to  office. 

In  1895  Mrs.  Eighmy  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Bry- 
ant, made  a trip  to  California  to  visit  their  other 
sister,  Mrs.  Edward  Callan,  who  was  dangerously 
ill  and  died  in  Napa  City,  Cal.  They  made  the  jour- 
ney to  the  Pacific  coast  through  Chicago,  Kansas 
City,  Deming  (N.  M.),  and  Los  Angeles  to  Napa 
City,  returning  by  way  of  Pueblo,  Kansas  City,  Chi- 
cago and  Buffalo. 

FRANKLIN  HOLBERT,  a highly  respected 
and  honored  citizen  of  Lackawaxen  township.  Pike 
county,  has  for  many  years  been  prominently  identi- 
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fied  with  the  agricultural  and  industrial  interests 
of  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  and  lias  borne  an 
important  part  in  the  development  and  upbuilding 
of  this  section. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  this  region 
was  our  subject’s  great-grandfather  Holbert,  who 
located  in  .Wayne  county  before  the  Revolutionary 
war,  but  learning  that  the  Indians  had  planned  a 
raid  in  this  part  of  the  State,  he  started  for  a set- 
tlement farther  south,  driving  his  cattle  before  him, 
while  his  wife  paddled  down  the  Delaware  in  a 
canoe.  However,  he  was  overtaken  by  the  Red 
men  and  captured,  but  was  released  when  peace  was 
restored. 

Benjamin  Holbert,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Lackawaxen  township, ' Pike  county, 
December  25,  1782,  and  died  May  24,  1856.  Dur- 
ing his  lifetime  he  followed  farming  and"  lumber- 
ing in  that  county,  rafting  the  lumber  down  the 
Delaware  river  to  market.  He  wedded  Mary 
Rider,  also  a native  of  Pike  county,  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children,  all  now  deceased,  namely: 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Barnes,  of  Wayne  county; 
William,  also  a resident  of  Wayne  county;  Joseph 
-G.,  father  of  our  subject;  Catherine,  wife  of  John 
Grey;  Martha  J.,  wife  of  William  G.  Stanton;  Ste- 
phen Decatur  and  Benjamin  F.,  both  of  whom  died 
when  young  men;  Mary,  wife  of  Benjamin  PI. 
Rose,  of  Milford,  Penn. ; Frederick  R. ; and  Albert  J. 

Joseph  G.  Holbert  was  born  at  Westcolang 
( Holbert's  Bend),  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike 
county,  March  2,  1803,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in 
that  township,  dying  there  May  14,  1848.  The  old 
homestead  stood  at  an  eddy  in  the  Delaware  river, 
commonly  spoken  of  as  Holbert’s  Bend,  and  after 
his  marriage  our  subject’s  father  built  a home  of 
his  own  about  two  miles  farther  down  the  river, 
of  which  the  huge  fireplace  and  a considerable  por- 
tion of  the  log  house  still  stand.  In  Pike  county 
he  married  Miss  Sabra  Brown,  who  was  born  in 
Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  March  22, 
1803,  a daughter  of  George  and  Eleanor  (Decker) 
Brown,  and  died  April  13,  1882.  The  children  born 
to  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows : Elizabeth 
is  now  the  widow  of  Moses  Cole,  and  a resident 
of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  C. 
B.  Lishey,  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county. 
William,  a tanner,  farmer  and  lumberman,  first  mar- 
ried Emma  Poole,  and  for  his  second  wife  Eliza- 
beth Hornbeck,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine 
years.  Benjamin  D.  married  Miranda  Haggartv ; 
when  a young  man  he  was  for  seven  years  an  engin- 
eer at  Kimble,  Pike  county,  and  died  in  that  county 
March  6,  1898,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  George, 
a farmer  residing  on  the  old  homestead  at  Holbert's 
Bend,  first  wedded  Phoebe  Adelza  Brown,  and  after 
her  death  Ella  Ranisen.  John,  a resident  of  Buck- 
ingham township,  Wayne  county,  married  Catherine 
Lassley,  and  is  engaged  in  farming,  dairying,  lum- 
bering and  the  flag-stone  business.  Franklin, 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  is  next  in  the 
family.  Thomas  Jefferson,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
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forty-seven  years,  married  Mary  Stewart,  and  they 
lived  at  Big  Equinunk,  Wayne  county;  he  was  for 
some  years  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  Beach 
Lake,  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county,  and  was 
foreman  of  a tannery  for  many  years.  Mary,  born 
March  7,  1843,  was  married,  January  8,  1873,  to 
Randall  W.  Kelley,  who  was  born  in  Lackawaxen 
township,  Pike  county,  December  29,  1835,  and  by 
whom  she  had  three  children — Wilber,  Edith  (de- 
ceased) and  Lana;  Mr.  Kelley  served  in  the  Lhiion 
army  during  the  Civil  war ; he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  at  Kimble,  Pike  county,  for  some 
years,  but  now  devotes  his  entire  time  to  farming. 
Lana,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years. 

Franklin  Holbert  was  also  born  at  Westcolang 
(Holbert's  Bend),  December  15,  1838,  and  at  the 
early  age  of  fifteen  years  began  to  earn  his  own 
livelihood  as  a teamster  at  Masthope,  Pike  county, 
for  a lumber  company  in  which  an  older  brother  was 
interested.  They  also  operated  a tannery  at  Equi- 
nunk, Wayne  county,  where  our  subject  was 
employed  for  twenty  years  as  foreman  over  two 
hundred  men.  He  became  a partner  in  this  tannery, 
and  on  selling  his  interest  acted  as  foreman  for  his 
brother  in  the  lumber  business  for  sixteen  years. 
After  spending  many  years  in  Wayne  county,  he 
returned  to  the  county  of  his  nativity  in  1894  and 
settled  at  Lackawaxen.  Accustomed  as  he  had 
been  to  be  continually  on  the  alert,  he  decided  to 
have  some  occupation  to  engage  his  time,  so  rented 
a large  farm  located  along  the  Delaware  river,  and 
now  oversees  its  operation,  carrying  on  both  general 
farming  and  dairying  with  good  success.  He  has 
always  been  a stanch  Republican,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  political  honors,  and  has  served  only  as 
school  director.  Though  not  a member  of  any 
Church,  he  believes  in  Christianity,  and  gives  his 
support  to  all  measures  calculated  to  advance  the 
moral,  intellectual  or  material  welfare  of  his  town- 
ship or  county. 

At  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  in  February,  1859, 
Mr.  Holbert  was  married,  by  Rev.  Halstead,  to 
Miss  Clara,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Hol- 
bert) Barnes.  She  was  born  in  February,  1839, 
and  died  in  February,  1888.  Of  the  two  children 
born  to  this  union,  the  elder  died  in  infancy;  and 
Franklin  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  At  Han- 
cock, N.  Y.,  Mr.  Holbert  was  again  married,  in 
November,  1894,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Holbert)  Hornbeck. 

PIENRY  LESOINE,  a prominent  and  repre- 
sentative farmer  of  Price  township,  Monroe  county, 
was  born  in  New  York  City,  in  July,  1846,  a son 
of  Leonard  and  Mary  (Essebourn)  Lesoine,  na- 
tives of  Bolburn,  Germany.  The  father,  who  was 
born  in  1812,  was  a cabinet  maker  by  trade,  and 
after  coming  to  America  followed  his  occupation 
in  New  York  City  for  eight  years.  In  1852  he 
brought  his  family  to  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and 
in  the  midst  of  the  forest  developed  a fine  large 
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farm  in  Price  township.  His  first  home  here  was 
a small  plank  house  which  he  erected,  which  four 
or  five  years  later  was  replaced  by  a more  commo- 
dious and  substantial  residence.  Ide  made  many 
other  improvements  upon  the  place,  which  added 
greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive  appearance,  and 
cleared  and  placed  under  cultivation  over  ioo  acres. 
There  he  and  his  wife  made  their  home  until  called 
from  this  life,  his  death  occurring  in  1883,  hers  in 
1893.  ...  . . 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  in  their 
family  of  ten  children — seven  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters— the  others  being  as  follows:  (2)  Charlotte, 

born  in  New  York,  in  1848,  married  Philip  Ruster, 
of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
with  their  family  they  now  reside  in  East  Strouds- 
burg. (3)  Lewis,  born  in  New  York,  in  1850, 
married  Elizabeth  Rinehart,  who  died  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  leaving  no  family.  (4)  John,  born 
in  New  York,  in  1851,  married  Katie  Kline,  of  Price 
township,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons,  Edward  and 
Lewis,  and  they  now  reside  in  Stroud  township, 
Monroe  county.  (5)  Leonard,  born  in  Monroe 
county,  in  1853,  married  Katie  Cowell,  of  Smith- 
field  township,  where  he  now  resides,  but  his  wife 
died,  leaving  three  children,  Charlie,  Irene  and  Mat- 
tie.  (6)  David,  born  in  Price  township,  in  1855, 
married  Tressie  Derone,  of  Smithfield  township,  by 
whom  he  has  two  children,  Harry  and  Layton,  and 
they  make  their  home  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county.  (7)  George,  born  in  i860,  married 
Hattie  Dunn,  of  Stroudsburg,  by  whom  he  has  two 
children,  Vernie  and  Sadie,  and  they  live  on  a farm 
in  Middle  Smithfield  township.  (8)  Mary,  born 
in  1863,  died  in  early  life;  she  was  a young  lady  of 
great  promise  and  a favorite  among  her  many 
friends.  (9)  Susan,  born  in  1866,  married  Peter 
Lesoine,  of  New  York,  by  whom  she  has  one  son, 
Lewis,  and  they  reside  in  East  Stroudsburg-.  (10) 
Frederick,  born  in  1869,  married  Laura  Dunn,  of 
Smithfield  township,  by  whom  he  has  four  children, 
Willie,  Clarence,  Frederick  and  Raymond,  and  they 
reside  on  his  father’s  old  homestead  in  Price  town- 
ship. 

Henry  Lesoine  was  eight  years  of  age  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  Price 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  his  education  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his  mar- 
riage, in  October,  1869,  to  Miss  Helena  Blackmire, 
of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  a daughter 
of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Haas)  Blackmire.  She 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  in  1849,  an<^  after  the 
death  of  her  mother  came  with  her  aunt,  Mrs. 
George  Ackerman,  to  Paradise  townchip,  Monroe 
county,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools.  Mr.  Lesoine  brought  his 
bride  to  his  present  home  in  Price  township,  which 
he  had  previously  purchased  of  Benjamin  Price. 
He  has  remodeled  the  buildings,  cleared  much  of  the 
land,  planted  an  orchard  and  made  many  other  im- 
provements upon  the  place  until  it  is  now  one  of  the 


best  and  most  desirable  farms  in  the  township.  He 
has  purchased  200  acres  of  valuable  timber  land  ad- 
joining his  farm,  making  in  all  a tract  of  300  acies. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lesoine  have  a family  of  eleven 
children.  Mary  A.,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1871,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Albert  Somers, 
of  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county,  by  whom  she 
has  two  children,  Chester  and  Vienna.  William  L., 
born  in  May,  1872,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  W. 
IT.  and  Hannah  Detrick,  one  of  the  old  and  prom- 
inent families  of  Paradise  township,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Otto  and  Anna  B.  Charlotte,  born  in 
October,  1873,  is  now  the  wife  of  William  Smith, 
a resident  of  Stroudsburg.  Henrietta,  born  in  Oc- 
tober, 1875,  is  the  wife  of  Calvin  Bush,  of  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Mabel  and  Lizzie.  Lizzie  M.,  born 
in  October,  1877,  resides  in  Stroudsburg.  Leonard 
L.,  born  in  May,  1880,  George  B.,  in  May,  18S2, 
David  H.,  in  November,  1883,  Robert  J.,  in  July, 
1885,  Frederick,  in  June,  1890,  and  Earl  H.,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1893,  are  all  at  home. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Lesoine  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  has  most  creditably  and  satisfactor- 
ily filled  the  offices  of  school  director,  supervisor, 
overseer  of  the  poor,  in  the  first  and  last  of  which  he 
is  still  serving.  Religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  is  a man  of  rare  business  ability,  and 
has  met  with  wonderful  success  in  life  by  his  good 
management,  industry  and  perseverance,  having  ac- 
cumulated a fine  property,  although  he  started  out 
in  life  for  himself  empty-handed.  His  wife  is  a lady 
of  fine  character,  who  has  proved  a true  helpmeet 
to  him,  and  has  reared  a large  family  which  does 
credit  to  her  training.  She  has  two  brothers : 
Henry  Blackmire,  a farmer  of  Mountain  Home, 
Penn.,  and  George,  a business  man  of  Philadelphia. 

WILLIAM  PARTRIDGE  (deceased)  was  born 
December  20,  1824,  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  a son 
of  Stephen  J.  and  Polly  (Bigelow)  Partridge.  The 
father  was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1798,  and  when  a 
young  man  came  to  Wayne  county.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  located  near  the  Attewater  mills,  which  he 
conducted  a number  of  years,  but  in  1829  removed 
to  Wysox,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  had 
charge  of  limekilns.  There  his  wife  died  in  1831, 
leaving  a family  of  five  children — two  sons  and  three 
daughters  : ( 1 ) Sophia,  the  eldest,  was  born  in 

Wayne  county,  in  1822,  and  married  Calvin  Peck, 
who  belonged  to  an  old  and  prominent  family  of  that 
county ; she  died  a few  years  after  her  marriage, 
leaving  no  family.  (2)  William  was  the  second 
child.  (3)  James,  born  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Wayne 
county,  in  1826,  married  a daughter  of  Edwin  Spen- 
ser, and  she  died  upon  his  farm  in  Dyberrv  town- 
ship, leaving  one  daughter,  Eva,  now  the  wife  of 
David  Spencer,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  He  subse- 
quently married  Rhoda  John,  of  New  Milford,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  who  died  leaving  three  sons, 
Irvin,  Bert  and  Lewis.  The  father  now  resides  with: 
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friends  in  New  Milford.  (4)  Parney,  born  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  in  1828,  married  Egbert  Norton,  of 
Wayne  county,  and  removed  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich., 
where  her  death  occurred.  He  died  a few  years 
later.  (5)  Martha,  born  in  Mount  Pleasant,  in 
1830,  died  of  consumption  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years. 

The  opportunities  afforded  William  Partridge 
of  obtaining  an  education  were  very  limited.  After 
the  death  of  his  parents  he  and  one  sister  lived  with 
Jonathan  Wilbur,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  on  at- 
taining his  majority  he  began  to  learn  the  black- 
smith’s trade  with  Benjamin  F.  West,  who  later  ad- 
mitted him  to  a partnership  in  the  business.  In 
1850  he  married  Miss  Lucinda  Gates,  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  three  years  later  he  purchased  prop- 
erty at  Whites  Valley,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  erected  a blacksmith  shop  upon  his 
land,  and  continued  to  successfully  engage  in  busi- 
ness until  1890,  when  he  retired  after  forty  years  of 
work  at  his  trade.  During  this  time  he  erected  a 
fine  residence  which  he  still  occupies,  and  also 
bought  a partially  improved  farm  near  the  village, 
which  he  continued  to  superintend.  His  first  wife 
died  in  1890.  There  were  two  children  born  of  that 
union,  the  elder  being  Ella  V.,  who  was  born  in 
Bethany,  Wayne  county,  in  1853.  She  was  serious- 
ly injured  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  and  re- 
mained an  invalid  until  her  death  in  1887.  The  son, 
William  W.,  was  born  in  1856,  and  was  principally 
educated  in  academies  in  Massachusetts  and  in 
Kingston,  N.  Y.,  in  which  he  was  well  fitted  for  a 
business  life.  He  married  Miss  Sadie  Norton,  of 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  and  they  resided  in  Whites  Valley, 
where  he  engaged  in  merchandising  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1889.  He  left  a widow  and  one 
daughter,  Belle,  who  is  a fine  scholar  and  success- 
ful teacher  in  the  public  schools. 

In  1891,  Mr.  Partridge  married  Mrs.  Della  L. 
Hine,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  Thomas 
Leonard,  and  a representative  of  one  of  the  old 
and  prominent  families  of  Wayne  county.  By  her 
first  marriage  she  had  two  children : Earl  E.,  who 
died  in  childhood,  and  Bessie,  now  the  wife  of  Al- 
bert Fitze,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  Mr.  Partridge  died 
May  12,  1899,  of  chronic  cystitis,  at  Dr.  Wheeler’s 
private  hospital,  Carbondale,  Penn.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  his 
widow,  and  contributed  liberally  to  its  support.  Po- 
litically he  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  though  he  took  a deep  interest  in  its  success, 
he  never  sought  political  honors.  At  one  time  he 
held  membership  in  the  Odd  Fellows  society  at 
Bethany.  His  honorable,  upright  course  in  life 
won  for  him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact. 

LAFAYETTE  W.  QUICK.  In  our  rural 
communities  we  find  a high  type  of  citizenship,  the 
fertile  soil  and  picturesque  scenery  of  the  region  hav- 
ing attracted  some  of  the  best  of  the  old  pioneer 
families  who  settled  in  Pennsylvania  and  trans- 
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formed  the  vast  wilderness  into  a well-ordered 
state.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent 
young  agriculturist  of  Delaware  township,  Pike 
county,  belongs  to  a family  which  has  occupied  a 
leading  place  in  this  section  from  an  early  day,  and 
no  history  of  Pike  county  could  be  written  without 
mention  of  the  part  that  has  been  taken  by  its  mem- 
bers in  the  settlement  and  development  of  the  local- 
ity. As  a more  complete  account  of  the  early  gen- 
erations is  given  elsewhere,  it  will  suffice  here  to 
trace  our  subject’s  line  of  descent  to  Peter  Quick, 
probably  a native  of  Holland,  who  settled  in  what  is 
now  Westfall  township.  Pike  county,  about  the  time 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  taking  up  a large  tract 
of  land  at  Quicktown.  This  worthy  pioneer  was  not 
the  first  of  the  family  to  locate  in  Pike  county,  how- 
ever, one  Thomas  Quick,  supposed  to  have  been 
a brother  of  Peter,  having  made  his  home  near  Mil- 
ford between  1730  and  1735.  The  noted  Indian 
fighter,  Tom  Quick,  was  a son  of  Thomas.  Peter 
Quick  had  the  following  children:  Jacob:  John  B. ; 
Margaret,  who  married  Dr.  Francis  A.  L.  Smith; 
Elias;  Cornelius;  Roger;  Jane,  wife  of  Cyrus  Jack- 
son,  and  Maria,  who  married  Cornelius  Cox. 

John  B.  Quick,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  mar- 
ried Diana  Rosenkrantz  and  settled  upon  the  old 
homestead,  engaging  in  farming,  lumbering  and 
hotel-keeping.  Lie  was  also  interested  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  anthracite  coal  lands  in  Luzerne 
county,  where  he  owned  a large  tract  of  land.  He 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five,  and  three 
sons  survived  him,  viz. : Martin  C.,  James  R.  and 

Peter  A.  L. 

Peter  A.  L.  Quick,  our  subject’s  father,  whose 
biography  appears  elsewhere,  married  Miss  Cath- 
erine A.  Angle,  and  they  have  five  children : Emma 
J.,  who  married  (first)  Franklin  C.  Robb,  and  (sec- 
ond) George  R.  Snelling;  Margaret  A.,  wife  of 
John  W.  Nyce,  of  Caldwell,  Kans. ; Flora  A.,  wife 
of  William  R.  Connor,  of  the  same  city ; Lafayette 
W.,  our  subject,  and  Lena  A.,  wife  of  W.  C.  Cole, 
of  Port  Jervis. 

Lafayette  W.  Quick  was  born  June  27,  1868,  in 
Pike  county,  and  his  youth  was  spent  at  the  old 
homestead.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  took  pos- 
session of  his  present  farm,  a fine  estate  of  200  acres, 
which  was  given  him  by  his  father.  He  has  im- 
proved the  place  in  a substantial  manner,  and  his 
handsome  and  commodious  residence,  which  he  has 
thoroughly  remodeled,  is  equipped  with  a water  sys- 
tem and  other  modern  conveniences.  Politically 
Mr.  Quick  is  a Democrat,  but  so  far  he  has  not  en- 
tered the  race  after  official  honors.  On  March  31, 
1891,  he  was  married,  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  Pike 
county,  to  Miss  Caroline  D.  Kilsby,  and  two  chil- 
dren brighten  their  home,  Lena  A.  and  Courtney. 

The  Kilsby  family  is  well-known  in  Pike  coun- 
ty, and  Mrs.  Quick,  who  was  born  at  Dingman’s 
Ferry  July  17,  1865,  is  a daughter  of  the  late  John 
W.  Kilsby,  formerly  the  owner  of  the  ferry  boat  at 
Dingman’s  Ferry.  This  honored  citizen  was  born  in 
Northamptonshire,  England,  March  12,  1804,  and 
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came  to  America  in  1829,  locating  first  in  New  01k 
City.  In  1857  he  removed  to  Pike  county,  and  for 
some  time  followed  farming  in  Delaware  township, 
hm  in  1871  lie  took  charge  of  the  ferry,  which  he 
operated  for  twenty  years,  lie  first  married  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Brewer)  Davis,  by  whom  lie  had  three 
children  : John,  Elizabeth  and  William.  After  her 

decease  lie  married  Miss  Mary  D.  Dingman,  a mem- 
ber of  the  leading  family  of  Dingman  s berry,  and 
tliev  had  two  children,  viz. : Caroline  D.,  wife  of 

our  subject,  and  Victoria,  who  married  John  Fields, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  mother  of  this  family,  who 
was  born  in  Delaware  township,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Caroline  (Sayers)  Dingman,  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  since  the  death  of  her  husband  she  has  made 
her  home  with  our  subject  and  his  wife. 

ERASTUS  BUCK  HOLLISTER,  justice  of 
the  peace  and  a well-known  and  prominent  citizen 
of  Hollisterville,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  highly  respected  families  of  Wayne 
county.  No  State  in  the  Union  can  boast  of  a 
more  heroic  band  of  pioneers  than  Pennsylvania, 
and  their  privations,  hardships  and  earnest  labors 
have  resulted  in  establishing  one  of  the  foremost 
commonwealths  of  America.  The  Hollister  fam- 
ily has  borne  an  important  part  in  the  development 
and  prosperity  of  this  section  of  the  State,  and  on 
the  roll  of  its  honored  pioneers  this  name  should 
be  found  among  the  foremost. 

At  his  present  home  in  Hollisterville,  E.  B. 
Hollister  was  born  January  8,  1827,  a son  of  Alanson 
and  Sallie  (Goodrich)  Hollister,  natives  of  Glas- 
tonbury, Conn.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Amas- 
sa  and  Mehitable  Hollister,  were  also  born  in  Glas- 
tonbury, and  in  1815  emigrated  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  and  located  on  the  present  site  of  Hollister- 
ville, where  the  grandfather  conducted  the  first 
blacksmith  shop  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Glas- 
tonbury, Conn.,  was  also  the  birthplace  of  Seth  and 
Mary  (Nicholson)  Goodrich,  the  maternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject. 

Alanson  Hollister  was  born  February  8,  1799, 
and  in  1815  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Wayne  county,  locating  on  a farm  about 
a half  mile  from  the  present  home  of  our  subject  at 
what  is  known  as  the  Back  Meadows.  They 
brought  with  them  ten  sheep,  and  were  compelled 
to  put  them  within  a fence  of  logs  to  protect  them 
from  the  wolves.  The  grandfather  built  the  first 
sawmill  in  this  region,  and  as  they  did  much  of  the 
sawing  after  dark  in  those  days,  Alanson  Hollister 
was  often  compelled  to  carry  a torch  and  walk 
backward  on  his  return  home  to  keep  the  wolves  from 
attacking  him.  Several  months  after  locating  in 
Salem  township,  he  purchased  from  Ebenezer  Cobb 
the  present  home  of  our  subject,  the  house  at  that 
time  being  a small  frame  dwelling.  From  time  to 
time  he  made  many  excellent  improvements  upon 
the  place,  including  the  erection  of  a two-story-and- 
a-half  residence,  beautifully  located  on  the  hill  at 
the  cross  roads.  He  purchased  200  acres  of  land. 


and  in  paying  for  the  same  paid  more  interest  than 
! principal.  In  1819,  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
Alpheus,  he  began  operating  a saw  and  grist  mill 
and  also  engaged  in  farming,  this  connection  con- 
tinuing until  1849.  He  was  quite  extensively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  and  lumbering,  and 
the  gristmill  operated  by  the  firm  is  still  in  the  fam- 
ily, being  now  owned  and  conducted  by  Albert  G., 
a son  of  Alpheus  Hollister.  Alanson  Hollister  was 
one  of  the  most  influential,  wealthy  and  highly 
respected  citizens  of  his  community,  and  the  village 
of  Hollisterville  was  named  in  his  honor.  He  was 
the  first  postmaster  of  the  place,  filling  that  office 
from  1856  to  i860. 

At  Little  Meadows,  Salem  township,  Alanson 
Hollister  became  acquainted  with  Sallie  Goodrich, 
and  there  they  were  married  January  7,  1820.  She 
was  born  September  9,  1799,  and  died  May  17, 
1875  ; he  passed  away  June  30,  1876.  They  were 
buried  at  Hollisterville  at  a place  set  aside  by  him 
for  that  purpose,  and  in  the  same  burying  ground 
were  interred  the  remains  of  our  subject’s  great- 
grandmother and  his  grandparents.  For  many 
years  the  family  held  membership  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Salem  Corners,  three  miles  from 
Hollisterville,  but  in  1859  the  father  of  our  subject 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Baptist  Church  at  the 
latter  place,  and  they  became  members  of  that  con- 
gregation. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  fourth  in  the  order 
of  birth  in  a family  of  eight  children,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  (1)  Harriet  G.,  born  January 

27,  1821,  married  Lewis  S.  Waters,  and  she  was 
an  author  of  considerable  prominence,  being  known 
throughout  Lackawanna  Valley  by  the  nom  de 
plume  of  “Stella  of  Lackawanna.”  They  made 
their  home  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  served  as 
alderman  for  many  years,  and  was  holding  that 
office  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife  is  also  de- 
ceased. Their  son,  Louis  A.  Waters,  was  lieuten- 
ant-governor of  Pennsylvania  for  four  years,  and  a 
member  of  the  State  Senate  for  eight  years.  (2) 
Horace,  born  November  2,  1822,  married  Mary  E. 
Goff,  now  a resident  of  Scranton,  and  a daughter  of 
ex-Sheriff  Goff,  of  Luzerne  county.  For  fifty 
years  Horace  Hollister  was  a prominent  physician 
of  Scranton,  was  a man  of  note  and  a great  writer, 
having  written  a history  of  the  Lackawanna  Valley 
in  five  volumes,  embellished  with  portraits.  He 
died  December  30,  1894.  (3)  Sarah  A.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1825,  married  Harrison  Stevens,  and  died 
November  15,  1855,  while  he  died  four  years  later. 
For  many  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  (5)  Hershel  H.,  born  July 
10,  1829,  is  a resident  of  Scranton.  He  has  been 
twice  married,  first  to  Maria  S.  Norton,  and  after 
her  death  he  wedded  Susie  C.  Ayers.  (6)  Arian  C., 
born  January  28,  1832,  is  the  widow  of  Charles 
R.  Hall,  who  was  a wealthy  farmer  and  real-estate 
agent,  and  she  now  resides  in  Rochelle.  111. : her 
husband  passed  away  May  9,  1892.  (7)  Ange- 
line  G.,  born  January  27,  1836,  now  resides  with  our 
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subject,  and  is  the  widow  of  Giles  Whitney,  who 
was  a farmer  at  Black  River  Falls,  Wis.  (8)  Fran- 
ces, born  March  23,  1839,  lives  in  Philadelphia, 
Penn.,  and  is  the  widow  of  Lyman  W.  Hamlin, 
who  was  for  fifteen  years  a clerk  in  the  custom 
house  in  that  city,  and  was  postmaster  of  Cedar 
Keys,  Fla.,  for  four  years.  He  was  a member  of 
•Company  B,  3rd  P.  V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
was  in  the  service  for  four  years. 

Mr.  Hollister,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  obtained  his  education  in  the  village  school 
at  Hollisterville.  On  the  first  of  January,  after  he 
had  attained  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  accepted 
a position  as  teacher  at  Daleville,  Penn.,  five  miles 
from  his  home,  and  taught  there  for  two  terms, 
declining  a third  term.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
he  went  to  Mount  Vernon  Mills  (now  Winton), 
where  he  resided  with  his  brother-in-law,  Louis  S. 
AYaters,  a lumberman,  for  five  years,  clerking  in  his 
store,  counting  lumber,  etc.,  and  while  there  he  was 
married.  On  October  22,  1854,  he  returned  to  the 
old  homestead,  and  in  partnership  with  his  father 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering  until  i860,  when 
the  father  retired.  After  that  he  continued  opera- 
tions alone  until  1877,  when  he,  too,  laid  aside  busi- 
ness cares,  and  has  since  lived  retired. 

I11  Salem  township,  November  1,  1848,  Mr. 
Hollister  was  married  by  Rev.  Edwin  Menden- 
hall, an  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Fes- 
senden, who  was  born  in  Hamden,  Conn.,  July 
20,  1830,  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Minerva 
Fessenden,  and  died  October  20,  1853.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union : Fred,  born  at  Blake- 
ly, Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  August  30,  1850,  died  De- 
cember 17,  1852,  and  Charles  F.,  born  at  Hollister- 
ville, December  20,  1853,  died  March  3,  1861.  Mr. 
Hollister  was  a second  time  married,  this  time  De- 
cember 5,  1858,  in  the  Baptist  Church  at  Hollister- 
ville, to  Aliss  Mary  E.  Burns,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  by  Rev.  Joseph  Bullivant,  a Baptist  min- 
ister. They  have  two  children : Jennie,  born  at 
Hollisterville,  February  15,  1862,  is  now  the  wife 
of  John  R.  Walker,  a farmer  of  that  place,  by  whom 
she  has  one  son,  Harold  E. ; and  Grover  G.,  born 
at  Hollisterville,  October  5,  1874,  is  a stenographer 
at  Scranton,  Penn.  Mrs.  Hollister  was  horn  at 
Hornersville,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  13,  1836, 
a daughter  of  George  and  Jane  (Drake)  Burns,  of 
that  county,  who  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn, 
in  1843,  and  located  in  Cherry  Ridge  township, 
where  they  lived  for  several  years,  removing  thence 
to  Promp'ton,  Wayne  county.  By  occupation  her 
father  was  a farmer  and  lumberman. 

Air.  Hollister  has  held  eight  commissions  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  serving  first  from  March  13, 
1855,  f°r  ten  years.  He  was  then  appointed  marshal 
to  enroll  the  drafts  during  the  Civil  war,  and  since 
1870  has  served  uninterruptedly  as  justice  of  the 
peace ; his  decisions  are  marked  by  fairness  and 
impartiality,  being  well  calculated  to  serve  the  ends 
of  justice.  He  has  held  nearly  all  of  the  township 
offices,  and  since  1880  has  been  United  States  pen- 


sion attorney.  Socially  he  is  a Master  Mason, 
and  is  the  only  surviving  charter  member  of  Salem 
Lodge  No.  330,  F.  &.  A.  M.,  having  been  identified 
with  that  order  for  forty-six  years.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  a Republican..  He  is  a man  of 
fine  personal  appearance,  is  very  erect  and  active 
for  one  of  his  age,  and  is  well  versed  on  all  topics 
of  general  interest,  as  well  as  the  leading  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day. 

AA  ILLIAM  L.  JACKSON,  prominent  among 
the  well-to-do  farmers  and  extensive  landowners  of 
Damascus,  Wayne  county,  belongs  to  one  of  the  old- 
est and  best-known  families  in  this  section,  and 
the  place  he  occupies  in  Damascus  township  has 
been  in  the  possession  of  his  family  for  over  half 
a century.  He  is  a son  of  John  and  Abbie  (Ap- 
plev)  Jackson,  and  was  born  September  1,  1850, 
at  the  homestead  which  he  now  owns. 

Mr.  Jackson  is  a great-grandson  of  Thomas 
Jackson,  who  was  born  in  England,  and  emigrated 
thence  to  this  country  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
war,  in  which  he  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Con- 
tinental army.  His  discharge  from  the  service  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  our  subject,  and  reads  as 
follows : 

Thomas  Jackson,  Soldier  in  the  First  Regiment,  having 
served  the  term  of  time  for  which  he  enlisted  with  reputa- 
tion, is  hereby  Discharged  from  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Col.  J.  Starr,  Command. 

Springfield,  4th.  Apr.  1780. 

N.  B. — Mr.  Jackson  is  to  Recv.  Pay  and  Rations  until 
the  12th  instant  and  victuals  to  carry  him  Home.  J.  S. 

This  Thomas  Jackson  was  a clockmaker  of 
more  than  ordinary  skill  and  ingenuity,  and  his 
fame  was  far-reaching  in  New  England.  He  had 
settled  in  Preston,  Conn.,  on  his  arrival  in  this 
country,  and  there  he  pursued  his  vocation  for  many 
years,  casting  the  movements  and  other  pieces  him- 
self, making  the  case,  and  in  fact  attending  to  every 
detail  in  the  manufacture  of  a timepiece,  even  set- 
ting it  going.  One  of  his  clocks  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Moses  C.  Tyler,  president  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Ann  Arbor  (Mich.),  and  is  highly  prized 
by  him.  Another  stands  in  the  house  of  his  great- 
grandson,  William  L.  Jackson,  who  has  every  reason 
to  be  proud  of  this  monument  to  his  ancestor’s 
skill.  It  has  been  running  for  over  one  hundred 
years,  and  its  movements  are  still  in  good  condition 
and  apparently  ready  for  another  century  of  useful- 
ness. The  cabinet  work  is  unique  and  durable, 
and  the  face  is  made  of  brass,  neatly  inscribed  with 
the  name  of  the  maker.  Thomas  Jackson  died 
November  23,  1806,  at  Griswold,  Conn.,  aged  sev- 
enty-three years,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  Pachaug  Plain,  same  State. 

Thomas  Jackson,  only  son  of  the  above,  was 
born  in  1774,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years 
married  Miss  Esther  Phillips,  who  was  then  about 
eighteen  years  old.  They  reared  a family  of  twelve 
children — five  sons  and  seven  daughters — of  whom 
two  daughters  are  still  living,  viz. : Abbie,  the  widow 
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of  Vlbert  Avery,  who  died  in  Groton,  Conn.;  and 
Mrs.  Louise  Gardner,  a widow  living  in  Council 
Grove,  Kans.  Thomas,  the  eldest  son,  received 
a good  education,  finishing  at  Oneida  (N.  Y.) 
Institute,  where  he  was  engaged  for  a time  teaching. 
Later  he  was  employed  at  surveying,  in  the  West, 
for  the  Government,  and  as  he  has  not  been  heard 
from  for  years  it  is  supposed  he  fell  a victim  to  yel- 
low fever  or  some  other  disease  then  prevalent  in 
the  Southwest.  John,  the  second  son,  was  the  father 
of  William  L.  Jackson,  and  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below.  Albert,  the  third  son,  died  when  sixteen 
vears  of  age.  Horace  W.  was  a resident  of  Chelsea, 
Mass.  Orin  F.  Jackson  learned  the  printer’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years  in  his  native 
State,  but  when  the  gold  fever  broke  out  in  California 
he  went  West  and  remained  in  the  new  El  Dorado 
a few  years.  Returning  East  he  resumed  his  for- 
mer business,  editing  a paper  in  Newport,  R.  I., 
until  1864,  when  he  and  his  wife’s  brother  leased 
a plantation  in  northern  Mississippi,  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. A few  months  later  the  place  was  vis- 
ited by  guerrillas,  who  after  destroying  all  the  prop- 
erty, took  Mr.  Jackson  and  his  brother-in-law  pris- 
oners, and  it  is  supposed  they  were  murdered  on 
their  way  to  Jackson,  Miss.  Julia  Jackson,  another 
of  the  daughters,  married  Charles  Gray,  and  re- 
moved to  Honolulu,  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  where 
they  made  their  home.  She  died  in  Norwich, 
Conn.,  while  on  a visit,  leaving  no  family.  Of  the 
great-grandchildren  of  Thomas  Jackson,  the  clock- 
maker,  eight  are  living,  and  of  the  next  succeeding 
generation  there  are  seventeen  living  representa- 
tives. 

John  Jackson,  second  son  of  Thomas  and 
Esther  (Phillips)  Jackson,  was  born  September  10, 
1812,  in  the  town  of  Preston,  Conn.,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  There  he  was  married  to  Abbie 
Applev,  who  was  one  of  the  eleven  children  of 
Chester  and  Sarah  (Fitch)  Appley,  viz.:  Abigail, 
Luther,  Orilla,  Charles,  Chester,  Elhanan,  Daniel, 
Sarah,  Lyman,  Norman  and  Edwin.  Chester  Ap- 
pley was  born  in  February,  1778,  in  Connecticut, 
was  married  to  Sarah  Fitch  in  1808,  and  passed  his 
entire  life  in  his  native  State,  dying  December  17, 
1843;  Mrs.  Appley  passed  away  in  August,  1863. 
The  family  is  also  of  English  origin,  the  first  in 
this  country  having  been  James  Appley,  a tanner 
and  currier,  who  came  from  London  to  this  side 
the  Atlantic  and  settled  near  Canterbury,  Windom 
Co.,  Conn.  Prior  to  his  emigration  he  served  as 
a soldier  in  Queen  Anne’s  war,  although  he  had  but 
three  fingers  on  his  right  hand.  He  married  Miss 
Abigail  Williams,  by  whom  he  had  seven  sons  and 
one  daughter,  namely:  Asa;  Lydia,  who  married 
Asa  Phinney,  of  Canterbury,  and  had  three  daugh- 
ters, who  lived  and  died  in  Connecticut ; James ; 
Chester  ; Elisha  ; Festus  ; William  and  Luther. 

In  1835  John  Jackson  and  his  young  wife 
migrated  from  their  native  State  to  western  New 
York,  locating  in  Hankins,  Sullivan  county,  and 
he  changed  his  occupation  from  overseer  in' a cot- 


ton factory  to  lumberman  and  farmer  in  a new  region. 
They  lived  in  that  section  for  about  ten  years,  in 
1846  removing  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
purchased  the  land  in  Damascus  township  now 
occupied  by  his  son,  William,  and  there  made  a 
permanent  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  reared  a 
family  of  six  children,  five  sons  and  one  daughter, 
of  whom  we  give  the  following  record  : ( 1 ) Charles 
R.  was  born  October  27,  1834,  in  Connecticut,  and 
when  a voting  man  took  up  the  study  of  medicine, 
graduating  from  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago. 
Fie  practiced  his  profession  in  Morgan  county,  111., 
until  his  death  in  September,  1865.  (2)  Sarah  L., 
born  August  12,  1837,  at  Hankins,  N.  Y.,  received 
a fine  education  in  the  common  and  high  schools' 
of  Damascus.  She  married  Edwin  B.  Gager,  of 
that  town,  and  they  make  their  home  on  his  farm 
in  Dyberry,  Wayne  county.  They  have  no  family. 
(3)  Chester  Thomas,  born  July  10,  1840,  on  the 
Delaware  river,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  oppo- 
site Hankins,  N.  Y.,  enlisted  in  1862  as  a member 
of  Company  I,  Eighty-fourth  Regiment  P.  V.  I., 
and  died  July  1,  1864,  of  disease  contracted  while 
in  the  service.  He  rose  to  the  rank  of  orderly  ser- 
geant. (4)  John  O.  was  also  born  opposite  Hank- 
ins, in  1845.  (5)  H.  Clark  was  born  in  May,  1847, 
in  Damascus;  he  is  fully  mentioned  elsewhere.  (6) 
William  L.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  biography. 
The  father,  John  Jackson,  was  an  ardent  Church 
worker  during  all  his  active  life,  having  united  as 
early  as  1831  with  the  Congregational  denomination, 
and  he  alwavs  remained  faithful  to  the  profession 
he  then  made.  From  1847  to  the  time  of  his 
death  he  served  as  a trustee  in  the  M.  E.  Church 
at  Damasus,  and  he  was  a member  of  the  build- 
ing committee  during  the  erection  of  the  first  M. 
E.  edifice  in  Damascus.  He  frequently  acted  as 
executor,  administrator,  trustee  and  guardian  for 
his  friends,  who  had  imnlicit  trust  in  his  integrity 
and  good  judgment,  and  he  always  discharged  his 
duties  in  such  capacity  in  an  able  and  faithful  man- 
ner. He  was  an  exemplary  citizen,  in  every  respect, 
esteemed  and  admired  by  all  who  knew  him  for  his 
many  sterling  qualities  of  head  and  heart.  He  was 
a liberal  contributor  to  all  worthy  causes  as  well 
as  benevolent  and  religious  enterprises,  and  he  is  held 
in  loving  remembrance  by  scores  of  friends  and 
neighbors  throughout  this  section  of  Wayne  county. 
Mr.  Jackson  passed  away  January  11,  1892,  just 
eight  days  after  the  departure  of  his  beloved  life 
companion. 

William  L.  Jackson  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
home  farm,  during  his  boyhood  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  neighborhood  and,  later,  the  Union 
Academy,  of  Damascus.  In  October,  1872.  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  J.  Canfield, 
daughter  of  John  S.  and  Mary  J.  (Rutledge)  Can- 
field,  who  were  prominent  earlv  settlers  of  Damascus. 
The  young  couple  settled  at  the  old  homestead,  and 
Mr.  Jackson  took  upon  himself  the  work  of  culti- 
vating and  managing  the  large  farm,  his  father 
retiring  from  active  life.  The  parents  made  their 
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home  on  the  farm  until  their  decease.  The  prop- 
erty comprises  190  acres  of  the  choicest  land  in 
Damascus  township,  equipped  with  all  modern 
improvements  and  facilities  for  tilling  the  soil.  In 
connection  with  general  agriculture  Air.  Jackson  is 
engaged  extensively  in  dairying,  and  he  does  a 
profitable  business  in  both  lines,  ranking  among  the 
foremost  in  the  township.  His  home  is  a model 
of  pleasant  comfort,  and  Mr.  and  Airs.  Jackson  are 
proverbial  for  their  hospitality,  in  this  respect  fol- 
lowing the  precedent  set  by  his  parents,  who  were 
noted  for  their  kind-heartedness.  The  residence 
and  all  the  surroundings  give  every  evidence  of 
refined  plenty,  being  provided  with  everything 
which  goes  to  make  home  delightful.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  couple,  as  follows : 
Thomas  F.,  July  7,  1873  ; Coe  R.,  August  31,  1875 ; 
Gertrude,  September  18,  1877.  The  eldest  son 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Damascus,  and  his  business  education  in  tbe  Col- 
lege of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Coe  R.  is  at  present 
employed  in  the  King-Richardson  Publishing  Co., 
Springfield,  Mass.,  and  he  has  already  given  prom- 
ise of  more  than  ordinary  business  ability.  The 
daughter  was  educated  at  the  Damascus  Academy, 
and  on  June  10,  1896,  she  married  Edson  D.  Knapp, 
of  Damascus,  where  they  reside ; he  is  engaged  in 
a general  mercantile  business  there,  and  also  holds 
the  office  of  postmaster. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  and  Airs.  Jackson  are 
zealous  members  of  the  Af.  E.  Church  of  Damas- 
cus, of  which  Air.  Jackson  is  at  present  serving  as 
recording  steward,  and  he  was  also  superintendent 
of  the  Sabbath-school  of  Tyler  Hill.  He  has  been 
trustee  since  the  death  of  his  father,  and  he  has 
always  been  an  active  worker  for  and  liberal  con- 
tributor to  Church  and  charitable  causes.  The 
clergy  of  the  district  have  always  had  a warm  wel- 
come at  the  Jackson  homestead,  both  from  the  pres- 
ent and  the  preceding  generations,  and  it  has 
been  the  recognized  headquarters  for  clergymen 
for  years.  Our  subject  is  looked  upon  by  all  who 
have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance  as  a repre- 
sentative type  of  the  Christian  citizen,  and  he  has 
devoted'  a large  portion  of  his  time  and  means  to 
Church  and  Sabbath-school  work.  He  is  an  influen- 
tial man  in  his  section,  but  he  gives  little  attention 
to  public  affairs  as  an  active  participant,  and  takes 
no  part  in  politics  except  as  a voter,  formerly  sup- 
porting the  Republican  party,  but  recently  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  Prohibition  party,  serving 
as  delegate  to  State  and  county  conventions. 

CHARLES  J.  SHERMAN  is  the  present  well- 
known  foreman  of  the  Tobvhanna  & Lehigh  Lum- 
ber Company,  of  Coolbaugh  township,  Alonroe 
county,  and  his  record  is  one  of  which  he  may  be 
justly  proud.  Success  is  not  measured  by  the 
heights  which  one  may  chance  to  occupy,  but  by  the 
distance  between  the  starting  point  and  the  altitude 
which  he  has  reached ; therefore  Air.  Sherman  has 
gained  a brilliant  success — a just  reward  of  meritor- 


ious, honorable  effort,  which  commands  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  all. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  St.  Gregoire,  Xicolet 
Co.,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  July  29,  1844,  a 
son  of  Henry  and  l’hilasee  (Decelles)  Sherman,  the 
former  born  in  Covent  Garden,  London,  England,  in 
1796,  the  latter  in  St.  Gregoire,  NicoletCo.,  Canada,  in 
1820,  a daughter  of  Lewis  Decelles,  of  Canada,  who 
was  of  French  descent.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  for  many  years  an  officer  in  the  71st  Regiment, 
British  Regular  Army,  and  after  his  retirement 
from  the  service  lived  at  St.  Gregoire,  Canada,  where 
his  wife  died  in  1844;  his  death  occurred  in  Quebec, 
in  1849.  To  them  were  born  two  children,  Charles 
J.,  of  this  review,  and  his  twin  sister,  Eliza,  who  was 
educated  in  the  St.  Gregoire  Nunnery,  where  she 
has  held  the  position  of  teacher  since  1865. 

Charles  J.  Sherman  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Three  Rivers,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  near 
St.  Gregoire,  and  remained  in  his  native  Province 
until  reaching  man’s  estate.  In  1863  he  came  to 
Alonroe  county,  Penn.,  and  located  at  Tobvhanna 
Alills,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  company 
with  which  he  is  still  connected,  as  a workman  in 
their  mills.  Being  industrious,  energetic  and  reli- 
able, he  was  gradually  promoted  until  in  1885  lie  was 
appointed  foreman  of  the  mills,  which  responsible 
position  he  still  holds,  having  the  entire  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  employers.  In  1877  he  purchased 
property  at  Tobyhanna  Alills,  has  erected  thereon 
a good  house  and  barn,  and  still  makes  that  place 
his  home. 

In  June,  1865,  Air.  Sherman  wedded  Miss  Alar- 
garet  Costello,  of  Tobyhanna,  who  was  born  at 
South  Yarmouth,  Ale.,  June  12,  1849,  a daughter 
of  Alichael  and  Alargaret  (Hayse)  Costello,  who  re- 
moved from  Alaine  to  Alonroe  county  in  1854  and 
located  at  Tobyhanna.  The  father,  who  was  a rail- 
road employe,  died  at  that  place  in  1890,  the  mother 
in  April,  1886.  They  left  two  children,  Airs.  Sher- 
man being  the  elder.  (2)  Timothy,  a resident  of 
Scranton,  Penn.,  who  has  been  an  engineer  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  for 
twenty-eight  years,  is  married  and  has  four  children 
— John,  Charles,  William  and  Annie. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Sherman  have  become  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  all  born  in  Tobyhanna,  and  educated 
in  the  home  schools.  Fannie,  born  in  1866,  mar- 
ried Thomas  HafFerman,  of  Lackawanna  county,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children — Henry  and  Lucy,  and 
they  reside  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  is  engaged 
in  railroading;  Agnes,  born  in  1869,  married  John 
Even,  of  Scranton,  where  she  died  in  1897 ; Alar- 
garet, born  in  1871,  is  engaged  in  dressmaking  in 
Tobyhanna,  and  is  a great  favorite  socially;  Charles 
L.,  born  in  1872,  went  to  Bradford,  AIcKean  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  died  of  typhoid  fever  in  1895,  a 
bright  and  promising  young  man ; Esther,  born  in 
1875,  is  a graduate  of  the  Stroudsburg  Normal 
School,  and  is  now  one  of  the  successful  teachers 
of  Alonroe  county;  John,  born  in  1877,  died  in  1878  ; 
Catherine,  born  in  1880,  William,  born  in  1884.  and 
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Alice,  born  in  1884,  are  all  at  home,  and  Annie,  born 
in  1889,  died  in  1890. 

Politically  Mr.  Sherman  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  religiously  he  and  his  family  are  all  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  On  reaching  Monroe  coun- 
ty, at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  he  had  but  $12  in 
his  pocket,  and  the  success  that  he  has  achieved  in 
life  has  been  due  entirely  to  his  own  unaided  efforts, 
good  judgment  and  industrious  habits.  He  has  not 
only  gained  a comfortable  competence,  but  has  also 
won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

WILLIAM  J.  BELL  (deceased)  was  from 
i860  to  the  time  of  his  retirement  one  of  the  well- 
known  prosperous  farmers  of  Westfall  township, 
Pike  county.  He  was  a member  of  an  old  New  York 
family  of  Holland  origin,  the  first  ancestor  of  whom 
we  have  record  being  our  subjects’  great-great- 
grandfather,  William  Bell,  who  was  born  in  Holl- 
and. Johannes  Bell,  son  of  William,  ,born  in  Rock- 
land county,  N.  Y.,  March  19,  1731,  died  May  22, 
1807,  aged  76  years,  2 months,  3 days,  having  been 
drowned  in  the  North  River;  he  was  captain  of  a 
sloop.  William  Bell,  son  of  Johannes,  was  born 
March  4,  1758.  Johannes  was  a colonel  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  William,  his  son,  was  an  ensign. 

John.W.  Bell,  son  of  William,  was  born  March 

4,  1779,  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  Au- 
gust 11,  1851.  On  December  31,  1805,  he  married 
Hannah  Graham,  who  was  born  May  26,  1788,  in 
New  York  City,  and  died  October  5,  1836,  and  they 
spent  all  their  lives  in  Rockland  county,  N.  Y.  Their 
children  were:  Eliza,  born  May  8,  1808,  who  is  still 
living  in  Rockland  county  ; William  J.,  our  subject  ; 
John  G.,  born  July  12,  1812,  died  October  22,  1889; 
Tunis,  born  October  30,  1814,  died  March  9,  1886; 
Mary  Ann,  born  December  9,  1816,  died  September 
30,  1844;  Rachel  (Mrs.  James  S.  Harring),  born 
January  5,  1819,  died  in  March,  1896;  Daniel,  born 
August  16,  1821,  died  October  22,  1822;  and  Sarah 

5.  (Mrs.  Solomon  Crispell),  born  November  27, 
1823,  is  living  in  Ulster  county,  New  York. 

William  J.  Bell,  our  subject,  son  of  John  W., 
was  born  August  12,  1810,  in  Piermont,  Rockland 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  there  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  learned  and  followed  the  shoe- 
maker's trade  in  the  days  when  it  was  customary  to 
travel  from  house  to  house  to  make  boots  and  shoes, 
but  he  finally  learned  taxidermy  in  the  Peale  Muse- 
um, New  York  City,  following  this  business  also  in 
Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore.  His  children 
have  a cabinet  full  of  fine  specimens  of  his  work.  In 
company  with  his  brother  John,  he  opened  the  Al- 
bany Museum,  which  they  conducted  for  a number 
of  years,  and  later  he  bought  a farm  in  Rockland 
county,  X.  Y..  where  he  kept  a nursery.  In  the 
spring  of  i860  Mr.  Bell  came  to  Pike  county,  Penn., 
litre  purchasing  the  John  Carpenter  farm  in  Westfall 
township,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1883.  Lav- 
ing aside  all  business  cares  that  year,  he  removed 
to  Port  Jervis,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  Mr.  Bell  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss 


Eliza  S.  Graham,  who  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Edwards)  Gra- 
ham, natives  of  Scotland,  who  resided  for  a time  in 
New  York  City,  where  the  father  conducted  a hard- 
ware store.  He  invented  the  first  cook  stove.  Mrs. 
Bell  was  one  of  five  children:  Hester,  who  married 
Daniel  Tryan;  Catherine,  who  married  Wells  Wil- 
son ; Sarah,  wife  of  Stephen  Chamberlain ; John,  who 
married;  and  Eliza  S.  (Mrs.  Bell).  To  William  J. 
and  Eliza  S.  Bell  were  born  four  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy ; Reuben  P.  and  Edward  G.  are 
mentioned  more  fully  farther  on;  and  Sarah  E. 
(Mrs.  Abram  J.  Quick)  is  mentioned  below.  The 
mother  of  these  died  December  1,  1857,  in  Rockland 
county,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  and 
Mr.  Bell  for  his  second  wife  married  Miss  Ann 
Smith,  who  died  January  14,  1888 ; she  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Adolphus  Smith,  and  a cousin  of  Garret  Smith, 
the  noted  politician.  After  her  demise  Mr.  Bell  made 
his  home  in  Port  Jervis  with  Mrs.  Quick,  who 
proved  a loving  daughter,  and  there  he  passed  away 
April  20,  1897,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  over  eighty-six 
years.  He  was  a Democrat  in  political  sentiment. 
Mr.  Bell  at  one  time  belonged  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  but 
he  gave  up  his  membership  during  his  later  years. 

Mrs.  Sarah  E.  (Bell)  Quick  was  educated  at 
the  Rockland  (N.  Y.)  Female  Institute,  and  on 
April  24,  1879,  was  married  to  Abram  J.  Quick,  a 
native  of  Pike  county,  who  is  a prominent  contractor 
and  builder  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  where  they  have  a 
beautiful  home  at  No.  15  Mary  street.  They  have 
had  three  children : Anna  Gertrude  and  Ruth  Bell, 
living  at  home;  and  Edward  Graham,  who,  on  July 
16,  1892,  at  the  age  of  four  years  and  nine  months, 
was  drowned  in  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal,  near 
Sharp’s  mill  ; he  was  buried  in  Laurel  Grove  ceme- 
tery. Mr.  Quick  frequently  took  his  young  son  rid- 
ing with  him  when  visiting  the  various  houses  he 
had  in  course  of  erection,  and  about  3 o’clock  on  the 
Saturday  afternoon  of  the  day  of  the  accident  left 
him  sitting  in  the  wagon  at  Sharp’s  mill  while  he 
went  down  to  the  National  Bank.  On  his  return  a 
few  minutes  later  the  boy  was  missing.  A gentleman 
at  the  mill  had  a few  minutes  before  explained  to  him 
the  mysteries  of  the  water-wheel,  but  had  not  seen 
him  afterward.  Mr.  Quick  immediately  sent  a mes- 
senger to  his  mother’s  home  at  Matamoras,  where 
his  other  children  were  visiting  for  the  day,  and 
then  hurried  to  his  own  home,  feeling  sure  the  child 
would  be  at  one  or  other  of  the  places ; but  as 
the  lad  was  at  neither  his  father  procured  a boat  and 
commenced  dragging  the  canal,  finding  the  body  at 
almost  the  first  attempt.  All  known  methods  of 
resuscitation  were  tried  in  vain.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Quick  and  daughters  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  in  which  for  the  past  fifteen  years  they  have 
been  zealous  workers,  and  Mr.  Quick  has  served  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 

Reuben  P.  Bell  was  born  May  7,  1847,  in 
Piermont,  Rockland  county,  N.  Y.,  and  received  his 
education  there  and  in  Pike  county.  The  father  and 
two  sons  always  worked  together,  and  the  home  was 
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never  divided  until  after  the  father’s  death,  each  son 
now  occupying  his  share,  and  the  farm  on  which  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Reuben  P.  Bell  now  reside  was  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Bell’s  maternal  grandfather,  John  D.  Car- 
penter. Reuben  P.  Bell  was  married  December  3, 
1884,  to  Martha  E.  Cuddeback,  who  was  born  March 
16,  1864,  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  near  Port  Jervis, 
and  they  have  three  children:  Bertha  C.,  born  June 
13,  1886;  Margaret  A.,  born  April  28,  1889;  and 
Esther  G.,  born  April  7,  1898.  Mr.  Bell  is  prominent 
in  local  affairs,  always  standing  on  the  side  of  prog- 
ress, and  he  has  served  six  years  as  president  of  the 
Matamoras  school  board.  His  political  sympathies 
are  with  the  Democratic  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
Master  Mason,  holding  membership  with  Lodge  No. 
328,  Port  Jervis. 

Mrs.  Reuben  P.  Bell  is  of  Dutch  descent,  her 
great-grandfather  having  emigrated  to  America 
from  his  native  country,  Holland.  Her  grandfather, 
Henry  Cuddeback,  was  born  in  New  York,  and 
married  Esther  Gumear ; he  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation. George  Cuddeback,  father  of  Mrs.  Bell,  was 
born  August  10,  1815,  and  died  January  18,  1889. 
He  married  Margaret  Carpenter,  who  was  born 
March  24,  1824,  and  died  February  11,  1898.  They 
had  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Henry  G.  Cuddeback,  now  living  on  the  old  home 
in  New  York  State;  George,  at  Huguenot,  N. 
Y. ; and  Martha  E.  (Mrs.  Bell).  The  others  were: 
Mary  E.,  Margaret  A.,  Esther,  John  D.,  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Cuddeback  followed  farming. 
He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religious  con- 
nection a member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

WALTER  COREY,  a well-known  citizen  of 
Waymart,  Wayne  county,  has  been  connected  for 
many  years  with  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Company, 
holding  various  positions,  and  his  able  and  faithful 
service  has  won  him  the  entire  confidence  of  his  em- 
ployers, while  his  sterling  qualities  of  character 
command  the  respect  of  all  classes  in  the  com- 
munity. 

The  Corey  family  has  been  identified  with 
Wayne  county  since  1837,  when  Samuel  M.  Corey, 
our  subject’s  father,  who  was  born  August  17,  1793- 
came  from  Washingtonville,  N.  Y.,  to  make  his  per- 
manent home  in  Canaan  township,  where  his  death 
occurred  October  9,  1841,  his  remains  being  interred 
in  the  cemetery  at  Canaan  Corners.  He  was  mar- 
ried first,  on  January  22,  1824,  to  Miss  Susan  Still, 
w"ho  was  born  October  1,  1804,  and  died  March  17, 
1827.  On  October  17,  1830,  he  married  Miss  Mary 
E.  McLaughlin,  who  was  born  March  11,  1805,  and 
survived  him  many  years,  her  death  occurring  Sep- 
tember 13,  1871.  On  October  29,  1842,  she  married 
for  her  second  husband  Oscar  Hudson,  who  was 
born  December  22,  1801,  and  died  June  1,  1871; 
both  were  buried  at  Canaan  Corners.  Oscar  Hud- 
son was  first  married  to  Margaret  Jessup,  January 
22,  1825.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  not  a 
member  of  any  Church,  but  the  mother  was  an  active 
supporter  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  W avmart, 


her  earnest  efforts  being  so  essential  to  the  life  of  the 
organization  that  it  disintegrated  after  her  death. 
Our  subject  was  the  younger  of.  two  children  of 
Samuel  M.  and  Mary  E.  Corey.  His  sister,  Helen 
A.,  born  January  22,  1832,  was  married  April  26, 
1855,  to  Hon.  F.  V.  Carr,  associate  judge  of  Wayne 
county,  and  died  July  20,  1868. 

Walter  Corey  was  born  August  29,  1835,  at 
Washingtonville,  N.  Y.,  but  was  brought  to  Wayne 
county  by  his  parents  when  he  was  only  two  years 
old.  At  an  early  age  he  began  to  turn  his  attention 
to  the  problem  of  earning  a livelihood,  and  in  1845 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
Company,  his  work  for  the  first  year  being  the 
greasing  of  cars.  He  was  then  sgt  to  work  at 
dumping  coal  cars  at  Waymart,  and  later  was  em- 
ployed in  various  ways  by  the  company,  with  which 
he  has  been  connected  ever  since.  For  two  years 
(1848  and  1849)  he  resided  with  Noah  Rogers,  a 
farmer,  who  paid  him  two  shillings  per  day  for 
driving  a team,  but  as  Mr.  Rogers  had  a contract 
with  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Company  the  continu- 
ous connection  of  our  subject  with  the  latter  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  have  been  interrupted.  On  June 
6,  1850,  he  began  teaming  for  the  company,  and 
after  testing  his  reliability  in  many  positions,  they 
promoted  him  in  1859  to  the  post  of  wheelman, 
which  he  has  ever  since  held.  He  has  never  lost  a 
day  from  his  work,  being  noted  for  his  punctuality, 
while  he  has  never  used  intoxicating  liquors  ex- 
cept as  medicine.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,' 
but  his  retiring  disposition  has  made  it  impossible 
for  his  fellow  citizens  to  place  him  in  office,  and 
when  elected  against  his  will  to  the  position  of  poor- 
master  he  could  with  difficulty  be  induced  to  serve. 
Socially  he  is  connected  with  "the  Knights  of  Honor 
at  Waymart,  and  he  is  much  esteemed  among  his 
associates.  Although  his  early  educational  oppor- 
tunities were  limited,  he  has  made  good  use  of  his 
spare  time  by  reading,  and  he  has  accurate  informa- 
tion on  a wide  range  of  subjects. 

On  March  29,  1859,  Mr.  Corey  was  married, 
at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  by  Rev.  Abel  Barker,  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Buckland,  daughter  of  Horace  and  Betsey 
A.  Buckland,  of  Connecticut.  She  died  March  4, 
1886,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Canaan  Cor- 
ners. On  March  11,  1887,  Mr.  Corey  married  Miss 
Lottie  Goodnough,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
at  Carley  Brook,  Wayne  county,  by  Rev.  Lucien  H. 
Goodnough,  a brother  of  the  bride.  To  the  first 
union  were  born  eight  children:  (1)  1 rancis  B., 

born  August  9.  i860,  married  Miss  Jennie  Weed, 
and  resides  at  Waymart,  where  he  is  employed  as 
foreman  of  the  Gravity  railroad.  (2)  Charles  A., 
born  December  30,  1862.  married  Miss  Jennie  Keen, 
and  resides  at  Matamoras,  Penn.,  being  employed  as 
conductor  on  the  Erie  railroad.  (3)  George  \\  .. 
born  June  5,  1866,  married  Elsa  Stanton,  and  makes 
his  home  at  Waymart,  where  he  is  employed  as  a 
car  runner.  (4)  Horace,  born  June  15,  1868, 
died* January  15,  1877.  (5)  Willard  S..  born 

July  2,  1871,  died  January  13,  1877.  (6)  Harry, 
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born  December  29,  1876,  died  January  14,  18 77,  the 
three  deaths,  within  three  days,  occurring  from 
scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria.  (7)  Ambrose  H., 
born  April  23,  1879,  is  engaged  in  farming  and  re- 
sides with  his  father.  (8)  Raymond,  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1883,  is  also  at  home.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage there  are  two  children:  Clarence  A.,  born 

May  31,  1888,  and  Mary  A.,  born  March  28,  1894. 

Mrs.  Corey,  who  is  a lady  of  unusual  mental 
ability  and  culture,  was  born  April  13,  1853,  at  Car- 
ley  Brook,  the  daughter  of  Truman  A.  Goodnough, 
a prominent  resident  of  that  locality.  He  was  a na- 
tive of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  born  May  16,  1807, 
and  in  early  manhood  was  a stone  mason,  later  en- 
gaging in  farming  at  Carley  Brook,  where  he  pur- 
chased a tract  of  land  in  the  spring  of  1847.  He 
was  active  in  local  politics,  holding  various  town- 
ship offices,  and  for  many  years  was  a leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Bethany,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  W. 
Torrev,  was  born  June  3,  1811,  at  Bethany,  Wayne 
county,  and  was  baptized  there  at  the  age  of  eleven 
vears.  The  Torrev  family  has  long  been  prominent 
in  Wayne  county,  its  members  being  noted  for  public 
spirit  and  all  the  qualities  that  go  to  the  making  of 
good  citizenship.  Mrs.  Goodnough  died  November 
9,  1888,  and  her  husband  passed  away  on  Novem- 
ner  6,  of  the  same  year,  being  both  laid  to  their 
final  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Bethany.  Mrs.  Corey  is 
the  youngest  in  a family  of  seven  children : ( 1 ) 

Lucien  H.,  born  June  16,  1833,  is  a minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  resides  at  Carley  Brook.  He 
married  (first)  Miss  Margaret  Pulis,  now  deceased, 
and  (second)  Miss  Lucinda  Statbird.  (2)  Lowell, 
born  August  13,  1838,  married  Miss  Martha  Doug- 
las, now  deceased,  and  resides  at  Cold  Spring, 
Wayne  county.  (3)  Linus,  born  January  3,  1841, 
is  a farmer  near  Rileyville,  Wayne  county.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Alice  G.  Day.  (4)  Emily  T.,  born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1843,  married  James  Davy,  a farmer  near 
Torrev,  Wayne  county,  and  died  October  23,  1885. 
(5)  Eunice,  born  June  10,  1847,  died  January  3, 
1858.  (6)  Eliza,  born  April  2,  1850,  married  for 

her  first  husband  John  Boyd,  and  after  his  decease 
became  the  wife  of  Hon.  F.  V.  Carr,  whose  biog- 
raphy appears  elsewhere. 

M.  C.  WESTBROOK,  one  of  the  most  thor- 
ough and  skillful  agriculturists  of  Blooming  Grove 
township,  Pike  county,  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
having  been  born  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  February  4.  1827.  He  spent  his 
boyhood  days  near  the  Delaware  river  at  Ding- 
mans  Ferry,  and  in  1842  came  with  his  parents  to 
Blooming  Grove  township.  Here  his  father  owned 
a large  tract  of  land,  on  which  he  erected  a saw- 
mill. operating  same  for  a number  of  vears  in  con- 
nection with  lumbering.  In  due  time  our  subject 
and  his  brothers  formed  a partnership  and  carried 
on  the  work  which  their  father  had  started,  and 
since  the  connection  was  dissolved  M.  C.  West- 
brook has  continued  to  engage  in  lumbering  and 


farming,  paying  special  attention,  however,  to  his 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a wide-awake  and  enter- 
prising business  man  of  known  reliability,  and  has 
l he  entire  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  associates. 
In  his  home  farm  he  has  350  acres,  of  which  100 
acres  are  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  besides 
this  place  he  owns  1,000  acres  of  wild  land.  For 
fifteen  years  he  conducted  a tavern  and  his  pleas- 
ant home  is  now  filled  with  tourists  and  travelers 
most  of  the  time,  being  located  in  the  midst  of 
most  beautiful  scenery. 

At  Milford,  Penn.,  Mr.  Westbrook  married 
Miss  Emily  Jones,  who  was  born  August  22,  1827, 
in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  of  which  her  parents, 
Moses  and  Margaret  (Brokaw)  Jones,  were  also 
natives.  The  children  born  of  this  union  are  as 
follows:  (1)  William  B.  married  Ella  Wall  and  has 
two  children — Blanch  and  Ethel.  He  lives  with  his 
father,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  has 
taken  quite  a prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  filling 
the  offices  of  school  director,  treasurer  and  town- 
ship auditor,  being  the  present  incumbent  in  the 
latter  position.  (2)  Carrie  is  at  home.  (3)  John 
C.  is  now  the  efficient  and  popular  county  sur- 
veyor of  Pike  county.  (4)  Moses  C.,  Jr.,  who  is  con- 
ducting a livery  stable  at  Liberty,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  married  Nettie  Bishop,  and  has  one  son — - 
Frank.  (5)  Fred  L.  resides  at  home,  and  is  serving 
as  supervisor  of  Blooming  Grove  township. 

Socially  Mr.  Westbrook  has  been  a Mason  for 
over  thirty  years,  and  politically  he  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  ever 
taken  a commendable  interest  in  public  affairs,  and, 
though  not  an  aspifant  for  political  honors,  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  fill  most  of  the  township  offices, 
having  served  as  school  treasurer  for  twenty-six 
years  and  as  township  auditor  many  years.  He 
has  materially  aided  in  the  advancement  of  all 
social,  industrial,  educational  and  moral  interests, 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  and 
useful  citizens  of  his  community. 

F.  A.  ENGLE,  a representative  lumberman 
and  farmer  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  was 
born  October  8,  1836,  in  Northampton  county, 
Penn.,  and  is  a son  of  William  and  Susan  ( John- 
son) Engel,  also  natives  of  Northampton  county, 
the  father  being  of  German  parentage. 

During  the  childhood  of  our  subject  the  family 
removed  to  Monroe  county,  this  State,  then  to 
Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  and  subsequently 
to  Salem  township.  For  some  years  the  father 
conducted  a hotel  at  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  died  in  January,  1867.  His  children  were 
Sebina,  now  the  widow  of  j.  Fike,  of  Sterling 
township,  Wayne  county ; Reuben,  who  died  in 
Salem  township ; Chester,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Levina,  deceased  wife  of  Enos  Yought ; William, 
who  died  in  Salem  township ; F.  A.,  of  this  sketch ; 
Ellen,  wife  of  Phileman  Gillett,  of  Salem  township ; 
and  Thomas  B.,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Union 
1 service  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  wounded  at 
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Spottsylvania  Court  House ; he  is  now  employed 
at  Dunmore,  Penn.,  by  the  Erie  & Wyoming  Valley 
railroad. 

On  attaining  his  majority,  F.  A.  Engle  began 
life  for  himself  as  a lumberman  and  farmer,  and 
throughout  his  business  career  has  met  with  well 
deserved  success.  On  December  5,  1861,  he  enlisted 
for  three  years  in  the  regular  army,  in  Company 
H,  14th  United  States  Infantry,  and  was  in  many 
hotly  contested  engagements,  including  the  battles 
of  Bull  Run  (second),  Antietam,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  the  Wilderness  and 
Spottsylvania  Court  House.  Being  wounded  at  the 
last  named,  he  was  sent  home,  but  he  afterward  re- 
enlisted, becoming  a member  of  the  Construction 
Corps  in  North  Carolina.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  first  corporal  and  later  to  sergeant,  and  was 
finally  honorably  discharged  December  5.  1864, 
returning  home  with  a war  record  of  which  he  may 
be  justly  proud. 

On  December  25,  1866,  in  Hamlinton,  Penn., 
Mr.  Engle  was  married  by  Rev.  J.  O.  Woodroof, 
a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Martha  A. 
Andrews,  who  was  born  August  20,  1843,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Betsy  (Hollister)  Andrews.  The 
other  children  of  the  Andrews  family  are  Andrew 
J..  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere;  Amanda  J., 
deceased  wife  of  Anson  Bidwell ; Abigail  Maria, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years ; Ade- 
line. who  died  in  infancy;  Clement  A.,  who  died 
in  Salem  township  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight ; and 
Mary  E.,  deceased  wife  of  Thomas  B.  Engle,  of 
Dunmore,  Penn.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Engle  have 
been  born  two  children : Cartfie  M.,  born  February 
7,  1868,  is  at  home;  and  Mertie  E.,  born  July  13, 
1881.  died  on  the  15th  of  the  following  October. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Engel  is  a 
Republican.  His  wife  and  daughter  are  leading 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
the  social  circles  of  the  community  the  family  is  one 
of  prominence. 

ALEXANDER  W.  LODER,  of  East  Strouds- 
burg, Monroe  county,  is  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful merchant,  and  his  extensive  stock,  which 
comprises  hardware,  boots  and  shoes,  dry  goods, 
groceries,  and  other  merchandise,  occupies  three 
store  buildings  of  three  floors  each.  His  success  is 
based  upon  sound  business  methods  by  which  he 
has  won  the  confidence  of  the  community,  his  ster- 
ling qualities  of  character  being  recognized  among 
all  classes. 

Mr.  Loder  belongs  to  a pioneer  family  of  V ar- 
ren  county,  X.  J..  and  the  name  is  mentioned  in  the 
historv  of  that  county,  published  by  Everets  & Park, 
in  1881,  among  those  who  located  in  what-  is  now 
Oxford  township,  soon  after  John  Oxford,  the  first 
settler,  who  came  from  England  in  173°-  ^ illiam 

Loder,  our  subject's  great-grandfather,  was  born 
there  in  1740,  and  made  his  home  at  Oxford  Fur- 
nace. He  was  married  in  1764  to  Catherine 

Torn  in  1745,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
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Jane,  born  in  1764;  Sarah,  1766;  Anna,  1768;  John. 
1770;  Isaac,  our  subject’s  grandfather;  and  Will- 
iam, born  in  1774. 

Isaac  Loder  was  born  in  1772,  and  resided  on 
the  river  about  three  miles  below  Belvidcre,  N. 
J.,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1854.  His  wife, 
Sarah  Hummer,  was  born  in  1774  and  died  in  1839. 
They  had  ten  children:  Hannah,  born  in  1795; 
William  H.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Mary,  born 
in  1799;  Isaac,  1801;  Alexander  W.,  1805,  who 
settled  in  Kellarsville,  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  but 
afterward  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  died 
some  years  ago ; Samuel,  born  in  1807 ; James  D., 
in  1810,  now  deceased;  Sally  Ann,  born  in  1813; 
Jocob  Alfred,  in  1815,  formerly  a hat  manufacturer 
and  dealer  in  Philadelphia;  and  John,  born  in  1817. 

William  H.  Loder  was  born  in  1797  near  Oxford 
Furnace,  and  was  married  in  18x9  to  Elizabeth  Ann 
Kinney  (1797-1S48),  a daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Margaret  (Snover)  Kinney,  of  Walnut  Valley, 
Warren  Co.,  N.  J.  By  trade  he  was  a carpenter, 
and  in  addition  to  this  work  he  carried  on  farming 
for  many  years.  In  1826  he  located  in  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county,  purchasing  a small  farm, 
-and  to  this  he  afterward  added  from  time  to  time 
until  he  had  160  acres.  In  i860  he  removed  to 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  lived  in  retirement  until  his 
death  in  1872.  He  was  a self-made  man,  having 
started  in  life  without  capital,  and  as  a citizen  he 
was  held  in  high  esteem  for  his  sound  judgment 
and  exemplary  conduct.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a Presbyterian,  as  well  as  his  ancestors,  and  he  and 
his  wife  both  belonged  to  the  Church  in  Strouds- 
burg. Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  Frederick  K., 
born'  in  1823,  married  and  settled  near  Albion. 
Jackson  Co.,  Mich.,  where  he  died  in  1885,  leaving 
a family.  (2)  Isaac  H.,  born  in  1826,  married  and 
removed  about  1856  to  Kansas  where  he  died  in 
1883.  (3)  Alexander  W.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below.  (4)  Sarah  Marie,  born  in  1833, 
married  Melchior  Smith,  a wheelwright  of  Strouds- 
burg. (5)  Rachel  E.,  born  in  1835,  married  David 
Miller,  a blacksmith  of  East  Stroudsburg.  (6) 
William  M.,  born  in  1839,  went  to  Kansas  and 
enlisted  in  the  Union  army  from  that  State  soon 
after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  serving  in 
Missouri  under  Gen.  Sigel.  He  then  returned  to 
Stroudsburg,  and  at  the  time  of  the  drafting  in  1862 
he  went  to  the  front  as  a substitute,  and  served  nine 
months  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant.  Soon  after  his  discharge  he  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Albion,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged 
in  business  successfully  as  a contractor  and  lum- 
ber dealer. 

Alexander  W.  Loder  was  born  March  14,  1828, 
on  the  old  farm  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  his  education  being 
obtained  in  the  local  schools.  About  1851  he 
engaged  in  farming  on  a portion  of  the  old  home- 
stead, but  after  four  years  he  sold  out  and  spent 
a vear  as  a dealer  in  confectionery  at  Strouds- 
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burg,  lie  then  tried  farming  again  for  eight  years, 
purchasing  a farm  in  Stroud  township,  but  in  1868 
lie  sold  out  the  property  and  bought  a lot  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  built  a store  afterward  owned 
by  Dr.  Lesh,  who  still  owns  it.  1 hree  years  later 
lie  sold  that  place  and  bought  a lot  on  the  corner 
of  Crystal  and  Analomink  streets,  on  which  he  built 
his  present  store  and  dwelling  house  in  1871,  and 
since  1872  he  has  carried  on  his  business  there. 
His  three  stores  stand  side  by  side,  one  being  occu- 
pied by  hardware,  one  by  a stock  of  boots  and  shoes, 
and  the  other  by  dry  goods,  groceries,  flour,  feed 
and  similar  commodities.  He  has  always  been  act- 
ive in  local  affairs,  and  at  the  time  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  borough  of  East  Stroudsburg,  he  was 
chosen  as  a member  of  the  school  board  and  the 
council,  to  which  he  has  been  re-elected  at  differ- 
ent times.  In  1872  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  borough,  and  this  office  he  held  con- 
tinuously, by  re-election,  until  his  resignation  in 
July,  1885,  "to  take  the  position  of  postmaster  at 
East  Stroudsburg  under  President  Cleveland.  He 
served  four  years,  locating  the  postoffice  in  a build- 
ing adjoining  his  store,  and  fitted  it  up  in  a model 
manner  for  the  convenience  of  the  patrons,  its 
appearance  comparing  favorably  with  that  of  any 
office  of  the  size  in  the  State. 

In  1851  Mr.  Loder  married  Miss  Emily  Van 
Yliet,  and  they  have  had  four  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living:  (1)  Achilles  C.,  who  married  Miss  Ida 
Rafferty,  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  since  1870,  and  is 
now  ticket  agent  and  telegraph  operator  at  East 
Stroudsburg.  (2)  Laura  P.  married  Dr.  Horace 
Bush,  druggist,  East  Stroudsburg,  Penn.  (3) 
Vinton  S.,  a partner  in  his  father’s  store,  married 
Miss  Anna  Daily,  and  has  three  children — Lucy, 
Alexander  and  James.  (4)  William  H.,  a partner 
in  our  subject’s  store.  Mrs.  Loder  was  born  in 
Stroud  township  November  2 7,  1834,  daughter  of 
John  S.  Van  Vliet,  and  granddaughter  of  Derrick 
Van  Vleit,  an  early  settler  in  Stroud  township. 
John  S.  Van  Vliet  was  born  in  1808,  and  became  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  but  retired  in  1886.  His 
wife,  Susan  La  Bar  (1807-1861),  was  a daughter 
of  George  La  Bar  (-1763-1874) , and  granddaughter 
of  Peter  La  Bar,  who  came  from  France  in  1730 
and  settled  in  Mount  Bethel,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn.,  where  her  father’s  birth  occurred. 

PETER  A.  L.  QUICK,  a well-known  citizen  of 
Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  is  a Worthy  repre- 
sentative of  our  best  pioneer  stock. 

According  to  ex-Lieutenant-Governor  Bross, 
who  is  a descendant  of  the  Quick  family  in  the  ma- 
ternal line,  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle  in  America 
was  Thomas  Quick,  a native  of  Holland.  He  located 
neai  the  present  site  of  Milford  between  1730  and 
J735-  and  long  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war  oper- 
ated a gristmill  on  Vandemark  creek.  'This  noted 
pioneer  had  two  sons:  lorn  Quick,  the  famous  In- 

dian fighter,  and  James  Quick.  About  the  time  of 


the  Revolutionary  war  Peter  Quick,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  who  was  probably  a brother  of  Thomas, 
the  pioneer,  took  up  a large  tract  of  land  near  Quick- 
town,  and  built  a gristmill  and  sawmill  there.  He 
married  Margaret  Westbrook,  and  in  1770  estab- 
lished his  home  about  half  a mile  west  of  the  Dela- 
ware river.  Their  children  were : Jacob,  who  married 
Lens  Van  Gorden,  and  became  a prosperous  citizen 
of  the  same  locality,  engaging  in  business  as  a 
blacksmith  and  operating  a gristmill  and  sawmill ; 
John  B.,  our  subject’s  father;  Roger,  who  married 
Louisa  DeBerl,  and  now  lives  in  New  Jersey;  Mar- 
garet, who  married  Dr.  Francis  A.  L.  Smith,  and  re- 
sided for  some  time  on  a portion  of  the  old  Quick 
property ; Elias,  who  went  west ; Cornelius,  who 
married  Kate  Brink,  and  settled  in  Milford;  Jane, 
wife  of  Cyrus  Jackson;  and  Maria,  who  married 
Cornelius  Cox. 

John  B.  Quick,  our  subject's  father,  w-as  bom 
in  Milford  (now  Westfall)  township,  Pike  county, 
and  became  a farmer  at  the  old  homestead.  He  also 
engaged  extensively  in  lumbering,  and  for  thirteen 
years  he  operated  the  “Half-way  House",  two  and 
one-half  miles  from  Milford  on  the  road  to  Port  Jer- 
vis. Although  a man  of  quiet  disposition,  he  showed 
much  enterprise  in  business  matters,  and  in  1824  he 
purchased  1,200  acres  of  anthracite  coal  land's  at 
Hyde  Park,  Luzerne  county,  which  he  attempted  to 
develop,  the  presence  of  coal  not  having  been  known 
at  the  time  of  his  purchase.  In  partnership  with 
Warmoldus  Cooper  and  Abraham  Lefov,  he  secured 
a charter  for  a railroad  from  Milford  to  the  Lacka- 
wanna Valley  ;but  the  representative  from  Pike  coun- 
t\y  wishing  the  road  to  run  lower  down,  inserted 
words  to  the  effect  in  the  charter,  and  thus  caused 
Mr.  Quick  and  his  associates  to  abandon  the  project. 
He  drew  coal  by  team  to  New  York,  and  it  is  said 
that  he  was  the  first  to  burn  anthracite  coal  in  that 
city,  the  experiment  being  tried  at  “Orange  County 
Hotel”  on  Cortland  street.  With  a partner,  Gilbert 
L.  Thompson,  he  began  arrangements  for  mining  the 
coal  on  his  tract,  and  he  afterwards  sold  a three- 
quarter  interest  to  other  parties  who  organized  a 
company ; but  the  place  did  not  turn  out  well.  The 
company  had  agreed  to  pay  $15,000;  but  as  they 
paid  only  $6,000,  he  held  possession  until  1841.  On 
November  14,  1843,  he  gave  600  acres  to  our  subject, 
and  208  acres  to  his  son  Jacob  R.,  and  soon  after- 
ward an  ejectment  suit  was  brought  against  them 
by  the  Susquehanna  & Wyoming  Valley  R.  R.  & 
Coal  Co.,  which  failed,  as  the  former  was  not  noti- 
fied. After  the  matter  had  been  in  court  for  over 
thirty  years  our  subject  carried  it  to  the  supreme 
court,  and  the  company  thereupon  compromised  for 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 

John  B.  Quick  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and 
was  active  in  religious  work  as  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  being  the  founder  of  several  congre- 
gations in  Pike  county.  His  last  years  were  spent  in 
retirement  at  Shockapee,  Pike  county,  and  there  he 
died  March  5.  1865,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years, 
six  months.  His  wife,  Diana  (Rosenkrantz) , also' 
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a native  of  Milford  township,  died  October  19, 
1864,  aged  eighty-five  years  and  six  months.  The 
remains  of  both  were  first  interred  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  Milford ; hut,  owing  to  the  building  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  on  the  plot,  their  remains 
were  transferred  to  the  Upper  Cemetery  at  Milford. 
They  had  the  following  children:  Jacob  R.  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Hannah  Crawford,  and  re- 
moved to  Pinckney,  Mich.;  Martin  C.  (deceased), 
formerly  a resident  of  Milford,  who  married  (first) 
Maria  Wermeth  (since  deceased),  and  (second) 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hazett ; Maria  E.  (deceased),  who 
married  (first)  Mr.  Wood,  and  (second)  Barnhart 
Kratz,  her  death  occurring  at  Callicoon,  N.  Y. ; 
James  R.,  a retired  resident  of  Meadville,  Penn., 
who  married  Sally  Coskey;  Hannah  S.,  widow  of 
John  Jackson,  formerly  an  extensive  farmer  of  near 
Detroit,  Mich.,  and  Peter  A.  L.,  of  this  sketch. 

The  Rosenkrantz  family,  of  which  our  subject’s 
mother  was  a member,  was  of  Holland  stock,  and 
became  identified  with  Pike  county  at  an  early  day. 
James  Rosenkrantz,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Milford  township,  and  followed  farming 
there  throughout  his  life.  He  married  Maria  Horn- 
beck,  a descendant  of  a Holland-Dutch  family,  and 
had  four  children : Delanie,  wife  of  Martin  Coe ; 
Kate,  who  married  Crissy  Bull ; Choney,  who 
married  Soncler  E.  Ennis;  and  Diana,  our  subject’s 
mother. 

Peter  A.  L.  Quick  was  born  February  1,  1819, 
in  Milford  (now  Westfall)  township,  Pike  county, 
and  remained  with  his  parents  at  the  old  farm  at 
Shockapee  until  both  passed  away.  He  continued  to 
reside  there  until  1874,  when  he  removed  to  Milford. 
After  living  in  retirement  for  five  years,  he  located 
upon  a farm  now  owned  by  his  son  LaFayette  W., 
and,  after  five  years  there  and  three  years  in  Port 
Jervis,  he  retired  to  his  present  farm  in  Delaware 
township.  This  is  a fine  estate  of  300  acres,  and 
originally  contained  500,  but  our  subject  gave  200 
acres  to  his  son.  For  about  thirty-five  years  he  was 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  rafting  on  the  Delaware 
river,  and  at  one  time  was  given  a belt  by  his  fellow- 
raftsmen  as  a token  of  their  recognition  of  his  ex- 
pert management,  having  never  struck  or  "stove”  a 
raft  in  his  long  career.  He  also  won  a high  reputa- 
tion as  a hunter,  being  regarded  as  the  best,  shot  in 
Pike  county,  and  in  addition  to  a fine  record  for 
hears  and  other  game,  he  once  killed,  in  one  week, 
four  large  bucks.  His  dealings  with  other  men  have 
been  marked  by  strict  honesty,  and  at  one  time  he 
paid  $2,000  for  two  rafts  that  another  party  declared 
he  had  sent  to  him,  but  which  had  probably  been 
Carried  off  by  high  water,  as  our  subject  never  saw 
them.  He  owns  several  farms,  also  some  property  in 
Milford,  and  his  present  residence,  known  as  “Manor 
ITall”,  and  located  about  one-half  mile  from  Ding- 
man,  is  a handsome  six-story  brick  house.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  most  genial  and  hospitable, 
and  their  interesting  stories  of  the  past  make  a visit 
to  their  home  a pleasure  long  to  be  remembered. 
Among  the  reminiscences  over  which  our  subject 
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lingers  with  most  pleasure  are  the  struggles  with 
the  Susquehanna  & Wyoming  R.  R.  & Coal  Co., 
above  referred  to.  At  different  times  he  had  about 
twenty  lawyers  employed,  including  John  W.  May- 
nard, Garrick  M.  Harding  and  John  Handley.  He 
once  took  possession  of  his  land  by  force,  which 
caused  the  company  to  proceed  fo  extreme  measures  ; 
but  after  various  unsuccessful  efforts  to  oust  him 
they  decided  that  further  contest  was  useless,  and 
the  compromise  followed.  Politically  Mr.  Quick 
has  identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  he  has  been  prominent  in  local  affairs,  having 
been  chosen  to  various  township  offices,  the  duties 
of  which  he  has  discharged  with  his  customary  abili- 
ty and  fidelity  to  trust.  He  has  always  been  a liberal 
supporter  of  religious  interests.  Socially,  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  from  an  early  day. 

On  April  19,  1858,  Mr.  Quick  was  married  at 
Milford  to  Miss  Catherine  A.  Angle,  and  five  chil- 
dren have  come  to  brighten  their  home : ( 1 ) Emma 
J.,  who  married  (first)  Franklin  C.  Roob,  and  (sec- 
ond) George  R.  Snelling,  district  attorney-general 
at  Topeka,  Ivans.  (2)  Margaret  A.,  who  married 
John  W.  Nyce,  formerly  a banker  at  Caldwell,  Kans., 
where  he  held  the  office  of  postmaster  for*  a time. 
(3)  Flora  A.,  who  married  William  R.  Connor,  a 
jeweler  at  Caldwell.  (4)  LaFayette  W.,  a resident 
of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county.  (5)  Lena  A., 
who  married  W.  C.  Cole,  formerly  a merchant, 
and  now  holding  the  contract  for  sprinkling  the 
streets  of  Port  Jervis.  Mrs.  Catherine  A.  Quick'was 
born  July  25,  1832,  in  Delaware  township,  Pike 
county,  a granddaughter  of  Cornelius  Angle,  a na- 
tive of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  who  settled  in  Dela- 
ware township,  at  an  early  day  with  his  wife,  Cathar- 
ine Cumins,  and  he  and  two  brothers,  Andrew  and 
Adam,  with  a brother-in-law,  purchased  two  sections 
of  land  there.  He  had  the  following  children : 
Charles  B.,  Mrs.  Quick’s  father;  Sarah  A.,  who 
married  William  Frazier  : Jacob  ; Ellen,  who  married 
William  Meddler;  John;  Catherine,  who  married 
Dr.  Wallace;  Sarah  A.,  who  married  Irvin  Grear; 
Cornelia,  wife  of  Lemuel  L.  Hawk,  and  William. 

Charles  B.  Angle,  father  of  Mrs.  Quick,  was 
•born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  in  1809,  came  to  Pike 
county  in  1823  with  his  parents,  and  became  a lead- 
ing farmer  of  Delaware  township.  He  held  numer- 
ous township  offices,  including  that  of  justice  of 
peace,  and  was  a prominent  worker  in  the  local  Re- 
publican organization.  He  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Margaret  Steele,  were  devout 
members  of  the  Methodist  church.  They  had  a large 
family  of  children,  of  whom  we  have  mention  of  the 
following:  Jane  (deceased),  who  married  Benjamin 
Weitzel;  Catherine  A.  (now  Airs.  Quick),  David 
D.,  formerly  a stone  mason  and  blacksmith  at 
Shockapee,  who  married  Emma  Brooks : and  Will- 
iam, born  May  30,  1847,  a wheelwright,  wagon 
manufacturer  and  blacksmith  at  Milford,  who  is 
now  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  December  4,  1876,  the  father  in 
August,  1888,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  laid  to 
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rcst  in  the  cemetery  at  Dingman's  Ferry.  Mrs. 
Margaret  (Steele)  Angle  was  born  December  4, 
j S08.  in  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  a daughter 
of  Cornelius  Steele  and  his  first  wife,  Catherine 
( Reeser  ),  who  were  both  of  Hollancl-Dutch  descent, 
their  parents  having  been  among  the  first  settlers  in 
Pike  county,  hive  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Margaret  (Airs.  Angle)  ; Isaac,  who  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  H.  Latimore ; Ellen,  wife 
of  Ransom  Shaw;  Jane,  who  married  Barton  Car- 
luift;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Abram  Carmer.  By  his 
second  wife  Cornelius  Steele  had  two  children : 
Cornelia,  who  married  Shepard  Manes;  and 
Cornelius. 

SHRAWDER  LEE,  a prominent  agricultur- 
ist of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  is  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  most  attractive  homesteads  of  the 
locality.  A fine  orchard,  containing  fruit  trees  of 
all  kinds  suitable  to  this  climate,  is  a notable  feature, 
and  in  fact  everything  about  the  place  gives  evi- 
dence of  progressive  and  scientific  management. 

Air.  Lee  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  his  great- 
grandfather, Ebenezer  Lee,  having  been  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  what  is  now  Monroe  county.  Jos- 
eph Lee,  our  subject's  grandfather,  married  Sarah 
Smiley,  and  made  his  home  near  Stroudsburg.  John 
Lee,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared 
near  Stroudsburg,  and  became  a prosperous  lum- 
berman, operating  a sawmill  for  a number  of  years. 
Later  he  purchased  a farm  near  Spragueville, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1872.  His  es- 
timable wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  Bush, 
died  at  East  Stroudsburg  in  September,  1880.  Our 
subject  is  the  youngest  in  a family  of  eight  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  ( 1 ) Sarah  married  Hiram 
Walters,  of  Stroud  township,  and  has  a numerous 
family.  (2)  Susan  married  Abram  Rockafeller, 
of  East  Stroudsburg,  and  has  a large  family  of 
children.  (3)  Daniel  married  Miss  Sallie  BisSing, 
of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  who  died  a 
few  years  ago,  leaving' several  childien.  (4)  Cath- 
erine married  Lewis  Plattenberg,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship (now  deceased),  and  has  several  children.  (5) 
Rachel  married  Charles  Lee,  of  Stroud  township, 
and  also  has  a family  of  children.  (6)  Emma 
married  William  Turner,  of  Stroud  township,  and 
has  four  children.  (7)  John,  a resident  of  Easton, 
Penn.,  married  (first)  Jane  Long,  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, who  died  some  years  ago,  and  . (second)  Miss 
Lake.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  one  child,  Anna, 
now  Mrs.  William  Hillman,  of  Dover,  N.  J.,  and 
by  the  second  there  is  one  son,  Andrew. 

Shrawder  Lee  was  born  June  4,  1834,  at 
Spragueville,  and  remained  at  the  farm  with  his 
father  until  i860,  when  he  purchased  his  present 
homestead  near  Spragueville,  not  far  from  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  R.  R.  The 
tract  was  not  improved,  but  Mr.  Lee  cleared  it  and 
brought  it  under  cultivation  and  erected  the  present 
substantial  and  commodious  buildings,  the  dwelling 
being  ot  a fine  type  with  modern  conveniences. 


Politically  Air.  Lee  is  a Jackson  Democrat.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist,  and  he  and  his 
wife  have  been  consistent  members  of  the  Church  at 
Spragueville  for  more  than  forty  years. 

in  i860  Air.  Lee  married  Aliss  Susan  Platten- 
burg,  and  seven  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
(1)  Fannie,  born  in  1864,  married  Urias  Price,  of 
East  Stroudsburg,  and  in  1898  they  removed  to 
his  farm  in  Pocono  township,  Alonroe  county. 
They  have  three  children — William,  Lula  and  Liz- 
zie. ' (2)  Mary,  born  May  1,  1867,  married  Joseph 
Peters,  of  Stroud  township,  and  has  had  five  chil- 
dren— Fannie,  Norman,  Robert,  Adda  and  Harry. 
(3)  Flora,  born  September  13,  1869,  married  Alon- 
roe Wise,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  has  one  son, 
Bloom.  (4)  Nettie,  born  November  22,  1872,  mar- 
ried Oscar  Ruster,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Susie.  (5)  Samuel,  born  Septem- 
ber 12,  1875,  who  is  now  engaged  in  factory  work 
at  Spragueville,  is  not  married  and  resides  at  home. 
(6)  John,  born  September  11,  1878,  and  (7)  Aliss 
Grace,  born  in  1881,  are  at  home.  The  family  is 
highly  esteemed,  and  the  children  show  the  influence 
of  a refined  Christian  home.  Airs.  Lee,  whose  lov- 
ing care  has  been  rewarded  by  seeing  her  sons  and 
daughters  entering  upon  useful  and  honorable  posi- 
tions in  life,  is  a member  of  an  old  Northampton 
county  family,  her  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Cath- 
erine Plattenburg,  having  been  early  settlers  in  that 
region.  John  Plattenburg  (deceased),  the  father 
of  Airs.  Lee,  was  born  in  Northampton  county,  but 
made  his  home  in  Alonroe  county,  where  he  cleared 
a farm.  He  and  his  wife  Catherine  had  nine  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  now  living:  Susan,  wife  of 
our  subject;  and  George,  a resident  of  McKean 
county,  Penn.,  who  married  a lady  from  Bradford 
county. 

ATHERTON  B.  STEVENS,  AI.  D.,  an  able 
representative  of  the  medical  fraternity,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at 
South  Canaan  Corners,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
also  carries  on  a drug  store.  He  is  a native  of 
Wayne  county,  born  in  Sterling  township  June  18, 
1857,  a son  of  Nicholas  and  Isabella  (Caterson) 
Stevens,  natives  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  Phil- 
adelphia, Penn.,  respectively.  They  became  ac- 
quainted and  were  married,  however,  in  Sterling 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  father, 
who  was  born  Alarch  9,  1798,  died  July  28,  1880. 

Upon  the  home  farm  Dr.  Stevens  remained  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  Aledia  Col- 
lege at  Media,  Penn.,  pursuing  his  studies  there  for 
one  term.  The  following  year  he  attended  the 
Unionville  Seminary,  and  then  matriculated  at  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College,  whence  he  graduated  in 
Alarch,  1880.  He  also  attended  lectures  at  the  Phil- 
adelphia School  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  1879 
and  1880,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  the 
latter  year.  He  then  returned  home  and  cared  for 
his  father  until  the  latter’s  death,  when  he  came  to 
South  Canaan  Corners. 
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In  Lehman,  Penn.,  Dr.  Stevens  was  married, 
April  25,  1888,  to  Miss  Eva  Swingle,  Rev.  Mr.  Mott, 
a Methodist  Episcopal  clergyman,  performing  the 
ceremony,  and  one  daughter,  Madeline,  was  born  to 
them  February  16,  1892.  Mrs.  Stevens  is  a native 
of  Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  and  a daughter  of 
Oliver  and  Minerva  (Shaffer)  Swingle,  of  Wayne 
county,  who  are  buried  in  Varden.  In  early  life  the 
father  engaged  in  railroading,  but  later  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming. 

The  Republican  party  always  finds  in  Dr.  Ste- 
vens a stanch  supporter,  and  for  two  years  he  ac- 
ceptably served  as  treasurer  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship. Socially  he  is  a Knight  Templar  Mason,  and 
also  belongs  to  Trem  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S. ; to 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  skill  and  abil- 
ity as  a physician  were  soon  widely  recognized,  and 
at  South  Canaan  Corners  and  vicinity  he  has  built 
up  a large  and  lucrative  practice.  A man  of  pro- 
gressive ideas,  he  keeps  thoroughly  abreast  with  the 
times  in  his  chosen  profession,  and  has  won  a place 
in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  medical  fraternity  in 
Wayne  county. 

•JAMES  EVERITT.  Prominent  among  the 
prosperous  and  substantial  citizens  of  Monroe 
county  must  be  placed  the  name  of  James  Everitt, 
a life-long  resident  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  and 
a representative  of  an  old  pioneer  family. 

Upon  the  well-tilled  farm  of  our  subject  his 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Everitt,  settled  more  than 
a century  ago.  From  the  rude  material  of  the  wilder- 
ness he  fashioned  a home,  and  spent  his  life  in  the 
honorable  but  arduous  pursuit  of  reducing  the  waste 
of  past  centuries  to  a state  of  cultivation.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  served  his  town- 
ship as  constable,  and  proved  a most  useful  and  re- 
spected citizen.  He  married  a Miss  Steiner,  and 
at  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  left  a family 
of  seven  children  as  follows:  John  (father  of  our 
subject),  Jacob,  Peter,  Joseph,  Fanny,  Sally  (who 
married  Benjamin  Kuanze),  and  Elizabeth  (wife 
of  Charles  Siglin). 

John  Everitt  was  born  in  the  pioneer  home 
in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  in  1796.  He  was  an 
earnest  and  industrious  citizen,  faithful  to  every 
trust  and  responsibility,  and  through  life  a consist- 
ent member  of  the  Reformed  Church.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat.  He  married  Catherine  Lorsch, 
who  was  born  in  Northampton  county  in  1800, 
daughter  of  John  and  Soloma  (Seem)  Lorsch,  life- 
long residents  of  Northampton  county,  who  died 
leaving  two  children : Catherine,  mother  of  our 
subject,  and  Susan,  who  married  John  Aish.  The 
children  of  John  and  Catherine  Everitt  were  as  fol- 
lows : Lavina,  who  married  Robert  Newell,  and  is 
now  deceased ; Mary,  widow  of  James  Newell,  of 
Brodheadsville ; Eliza,  widow  of  Isaac  Lewis,  of 
Gouldsboro,  Penn. ; Joel,  who  served  during  the 
Civil  war,  was  twice  wounded  in  battle  and  died  un- 
married ; Sarah,  wife  of  Josiah  Hessler;  Lafayette, 


a farmer  who  married  Mary  J.  Dersheimer,  and 
lives  on  a part  of  the  old  homestead  ; Julia  N.,wife  of 
Linford  Everitt,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township;  James, 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Catherine,  wife  of  Nathan 
Hawk,  of  Allentown,  Penn.;  Jerome,  who  died  un- 
married; Edwin,  who  married  (first)  Martha 
Stubbs  and  (second)  Sophie  Rode,  and  who  is 
now  deceased;  Lucinda  E.,  who  died  young.  John 
Everitt,  the  father,  died  in  January,  1866,  aged 
sixty-nine  years,  eleven  months.  His  widow  died 
July  12,  1878,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  They  are 
buried  in  Salem  Church  cemetery. 

James  Everitt  was  born  November  25,  1836, 
on  the  old  homestead.  Here  lie  acquired  the  lessons 
of  industry  and  thrift,  and  here  he  obtained  the  edu- 
cation which  the  schools  in  the  vicinity  afforded. 
Mr.  Everitt  was  first  married  to  Miss  Emaline  Huf- 
macker,  a native  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  by 
which  union  there  were  seven  children,  as  follows : 
Franklin,  who  married  Addie  Weiss,  and  resides 
at  Freeland,  Penn. ; Oscar  (unmarried),  of  Strouds- 
burg, Penn.;  J.  Wilson,  a carpenter  of  Freeland, 
Penn.,  who  married  Caroline  Solomon ; Ulysses,  a 
farmer  and  blacksmith  of  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
who  married  Ella  Felker ; Emalinda,  wife  of  Willard 
Davidson,  of  Luzerne  county ; and  Augustus  and 
Joseph,  both  deceased.  Mrs.  Emaline  Everitt  died 
in  1876,  aged  thirty-six  years,  and  is  buried  in  Salem 
cemetery. 

On  June  28,  1884,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Van  Buskirk)  Christ- 
man, daughter  of  Enoch  and  Julia  Ann  (Altmose) 
Van  Buskirk,  of  Ross  township,  and  widow  of 
Dawalt  Christman.  She  is  a native  of  Ross  town- 
ship, where  her  parents  were  life-long  residents 
and  prominent  members  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
Her  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  A an  Buskirk,  was 
a native  of  Holland,  and  when  a young  man  migrated 
to  America,  becoming  an  early  settler  of  Ross  town- 
ship, Monroe  county.  He  married  Hannah  Hog- 
land,  and  followed  farming  through  life.  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents  of  Mrs.  Everitt  were  Adam  and 
Catharine  (Starner)  Altmose,  pioneers  of  Monroe 
county.  The  family  of  Enoch  and  Julia  Ann  Van 
Buskirk  consisted  of  the  following  children : Mary 
A.,  wife  of  our  subject ; Charles,  who  married  Emma 
Gruver,  and  is  now  deceased;  Jacob,  who  married 
Amanda  Ramel.and  resides  in  Philadelphia  ; Eliza  A., 
wife  of  Paul  Raseley ; Lizzie,  who  married  a Mr. 
Finkley,  of  Mississippi ; Ella,  wife  of  Barney  Miller, 
of  Easton,  Penn. ; Emma,  wife  of  LVias  Snyder,  of 
Catasauqua,  Penn.  Enoch  Van  Buskirk  died  April 
19,  1873,  aged  sixty-two  years.  His  wife  died  Sep- 
tember 11,  1868,  aged  forty-two  years.  Mary  A. 
Van  Buskirk.  the  eldest  child  of  this  prominent  and 
well-known  family,  was  first  married  to  Dawalt 
Christman,  who  was  a son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Gower)  Christman,  the  latter  now  ninety-six  years 
of  age.  Dawalt  Christman,  who  was  a blacksmith, 
died  in  October,  1881,  aged  forty-two  years  and  six 
months.  He  was  buried  at  St.  Peter’s  Church. 
Three  sons  were  born  to  Dawalt  and  Mary  A. 
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t hrisunan,  of  whom  Enoch  and  Charles  arc  part- 
ncrs  in  tire  tinsmith  business  at  Allegheny,  Penn.; 
and  Jacob  W.,  who  married  Mary  Wdliams,  is  em- 
ployed in  a silk  factory  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania. 

The  marriage  of  James  and  Mary  A.  Everitthas 
been  blessed  with  three  children  : A.  Mabel, Raymond 
D.,  and  Grace  E.  The  family  now  resides  in  a 
pleasant  home  which  was  erected  by  our  subject  in 
i860,  standing  on  a portion  of  the  old  homestead, 
which  was  divided  between  our  subject  and  his 
brother  Lafayette.  James  Everitt  is  a prosperous 
and  prominent  farmer  of  Monroe  county.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  for  the  past 
two  years  has  served  as  an  elder  in  the  congrega- 
tion. in  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  For  three  years 
he  served  as  supervisor,  and  in  various  other  ways 
has  rendered  public  service.  His  family  is  prom- 
inent in  the  social  affairs  of  the  community,  and  in 
every  sense  a typical  and  representative  unit  in  the 
social  fabric  of  Monroe  county. 

SAMUEL  L.  VAN  AKIN  is  a worthy  resident 
of  Lackawaxen,  Pike  county,  whose  name  has  been 
inseparably  connected  with  its  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial interests  for  several  years.  During  this 
time  he  has  not  only  won  a handsome  competence, but 
has  commanded  universal  respect  by  his  straightfor- 
ward business  methods. 

Mr.  Van  Akin’s  grandfather  was  Peter  Van 
Auken  (as  the  name  was  originally  spelled),  who 
was  born,  reared  and  married  in  Holland,  but  soon 
after  their  marriage  the  young  couple  emigrated  to 
America  and  located  near  the  head  waters  of  the 
Delaware  river,  where  they  engaged  in  pioneer  pur- 
suits. Subsequently  they  became  residents  of  Par- 
ker's Glen,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  grandfather 
followed  farming  and  lumbering  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  In  their  family  were  four  sons, 
namely:  James  Jeremiah,  Daniel,  Samuel  and  Sears. 

James  J.  Van  Auken,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  in  1797,  and  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  along  the  Delaware  river  in  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania.  Later  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Pike  county,  was  employed  on  public  works 
for  the  Canal  and  Erie  Railroad  Companies,  and 
for  many  years  was  a raftsman  on  the  Delaware 
river.  He  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  in  April, 
1881,  aged  eighty-four  years.  At  Delhi,  N.  Y.,  he 
had  married  Melina  Earnhardt,  who  died  in  June, 
1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  Her  father  was 
Morgan  Earnhardt.  To  James  J.  Van  Auken  and 
wife  were  born  nine  children,  namely:  Hattie  died 
in  infancy ; Artemus  and  Artimecia,  twins,  died  in 
infancy;  David  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years; 
Levi  died  at  the  age  of  six;  Alanson  married 
Minerva  Ball,  and  resided  at  Parker’s  Glen,  Pike 
county,  where  he  was  employed  by  the  Erie  Railroad 
Company,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years  ; Samuel 
L.,  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  next  in  the  family; 
Abram  W.  is  an  employe  of  the  Monticello  & New 
York  Railroad  Company  and  lives  in  Godfrey,  N. 
Y. ; and  Margery  married  John  Hisam,  of  Milford. 


Samuel  L.  Van  Akin  was  born  at  Parker's  Glen, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  November  19,  1847,  and  received  a 
district-school  education.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  obtained  employment  on  the  Erie  railroad, 
learned  telegraphy,  and  was  an  operator  for  that 
road  for  twenty  years,  spending  seventeen  years  of 
that  time  in  Lackawaxen.  After  severing  his  con- 
nection with  the  railroad  company  he  opened  a din- 
ing saloon  at  the  Lackawaxen  station,  which  he 
conducted  only  a short  time,  and  in  1888  embarked 
in  mercantile  business  at  that  place,  in  which  he  has 
since  successfully  engaged,  his  patronage  having 
steadily  increased  from  the  beginning  until  it  has 
now  assumed  extensive  proportions.  He  is  also  in- 
terested in  the  quarrying  of  blue  stone,  and  does, 
a large  and  profitable  business  as  a dealer  in  flour 
and  feed.  Upright  and  honorable  in  all  transactions, 
he  has  gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  Religiously  he  and 
his  wife  are  Christadelphians. 

At  Middaughs,  Pike  county,  Mr.  Van  Akin  was 
married,  January  5,  1871,  to  Miss  Abbie  M. 
Ketcham,  who  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  that 
county,  March  28,  1848,  a daughter  of  John  C.  and 
Phcebe  (Middaugh)  Ketcham.  Four  children 
blessed  this  union : John  D.,  born  April  25,  1872,  is 
now  telegraph  operator  for  the  Erie  Railroad  Com- 
pany at  Lackawaxen ; Samuel  L.  ,Jr., born  October  11, 
1874,  is  telegraph  operator  in  the  signal  tower  for 
j the  same  company  at  Lackawaxen  ; Maud,  born  Sep- 
tember 15,  1877,  died  October  1,  1890;  and  William 
L.,  born  May  10,  1882,  is  at  home.  Politically,  Mr. 

I Van  Akin  is  independent ; he  takes  a public-spirited 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  community,  but  he  has 
J never  sought  or  held  office,  though  often  urged  by 
his  friends  to  do  so. 

John  C.  Ketcham,  Mrs.  Van  Akin’s  father,  was 
born  at  Mt.  Hope,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  11,  1813, 
a son  of  John  and  Abigail  Ketcham,  both  natives 
] probably  of  New  York  State.  He  resided  for  many 
years  in  Middaughs,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company.  The 
! family  removed  to  Dodge  county,  Wis.,  where  he 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  on  his  return 
East  he  spent  a short  time  in  New  Jersey,  but  his 
last  days  were  passed  at  Parker's  Glen,  where  his 
death  occurred  April  2,  1872.  His  wife  was  born 
in  Westfall  township,  Pike  county,  March  13,  1816, 
a daughter  of  Levi  and  Margaret  (A"an  Akin)  Mid- 
daugh, and  died  October  6,  1893.  She  was  twice 
married,  her  first  husband  being  a Mr.  Drake,  by 
whom  she  had  six  children:  L.  Nelson,  Catherine 
Jane,  James  Seeley  and  Elizabeth  Ann,  all  deceased ; 
and  William  Jefferson  and  Margaret  E.,  still  living. 
By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Ketcham  she  had  two- 
children — Abbie  M.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  John 
P.,  who  died  at  Parker’s  Glen  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years. 

JOSEPH  W.  LEARN,  an  energetic  and  enter- 
prising farmer  of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, was  born  there  in  September,  1840,  and  is  a 
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worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  prominent  pio- 
neer  families  of  the  county. 

His  parents,  John  and  Susanna  (Workheiser) 
Learn,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Hamilton 
township,  but  began  life  together  on  a farm  in 
Paradise  township,  near  the  Pocono  township  line, 
where  the  father  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  and 
erected  thereon  a log  house,  which  was  the  home 
of  the  family  for  many  years,  but  was  finally  re- 
placed by  a good  two-story  residence.  Substantial 
barns  and  other  outbuildings  were  also  built,  and 
to  the  further  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his 
farm  he  devoted  his  energies  until  life’s  labors  were 
ended.  He  cleared  a large  tract,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
the  township.  Politically  he  was  a Jacksonian  Dem- 
ocrat, and  was  prominently  identified  with  the  polit- 
ical interests  of  his  township.  Pie  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  instru- 
mental in  erecting  the  house  of  worship  where  he 
attended  services,  and  was  a liberal  contributor  to 
all  Church  work.  His  wife,  who  was  a faithful 
member  of  the  same  Church,  died  in  1879,  and  he 
passed  away  in  December,  1881. 

Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  them,  nine 
reached  years  of  maturity:  (1)  Elizabeth  (de- 
ceased) was  the  wife  of  William  Coffman,  of  Para- 
dise township;  (2)  Christine  (deceased)  was  the 
wife  of  Tobias  Setzer,  of  the  same  township.  (3) 
Lydia  married  Jacob  Warner,  of  Pocono  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  they  lived  in  Paradise  township, 
where  she  died  leaving  a family.  (4)  Katie  is  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Bowman,  and  now  resides  in  Iowa. 
(5)  Hannah  married  Charles  Anglemyer,  of  Pocono 
township,  and  they  resided  in  Stroudsburg,  where 
she  died  leaving  a family.  (6)  Jacob  wedded  Mary 
A.  Woodling,  of  Pocono  township,  and  they  resided 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  she  died  in  1898,  leav- 
ing three  children — John,  Annie  and  Alvin.  (7) 
Julia  is  the  wife  of  William  C.  Heller,  a resident 
of  Mt.  Pocono,  and  they  have  a family.  (8)  Mary 
married  James  Buskirk.  of  Hamilton  township : they 
bought  a farm  in  Lackawanna  county,  and  there 
made  their  home ; they  had  a family  and  are  both 
now  deceased. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Paradise  township, 
Joseph  W.  Learn  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
much  the  usual  manner  of  farmers’  sons, aiding  in  the 
labors  of  the  fields  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and 
receiving  a limited  education  in  the  neighboring 
schools.  In  1861  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  E.  Heller,  a daughter  of  James  and 
Rachel  (Keller)  Heller,  of  Hamilton  township. 
She  was  born  in  1844,  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Paradise  township,  whither  her  parents 
has  removed,  and  where  they  spent  their  last  days. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Learn  purchased  a farm 
a mile  and  a half  east  of  Swiftwater  in  Paradise 
township  and  erected  thereon  a good  house,  which 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1892,  but  was  immediately 
replaced  by  his  present  comfortable  residence,  built 
on  the  same  foundation.  It  is  one  of  the  fine  homes 


of  the  country,  and  is  surrounded  by  good  and  sub- 
stantial outbuildings  and  well  cultivated  fields,  all  of 
which  stand  as  monuments  to  the  thrift  and  enter- 
prise of  the  owner. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Learn  have  been  born  five 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  William  J.,  born  on  the 
present  home  of  the  family,  in  February,  1862, 
married  Sarah  Bowman,  daughter  of  David  Bow- 
man, of  Pocono  township,  and  they  now  reside  in 
Paradise  township,  where  he  is  employed  at  the 
“Wiscasset  House.”  They  have  two  daughters, 
Pearl  and  Edith.  (2)  Franklin  J.,  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1865,  married  Annie  Schook,  of  Paradise  town- 
ship, and  they  make  their  home  in  Mt.  Pocono. 
Their  children  are  Florence  and  Clare.  (3)  Milton 
S.,  born  in  July,  1869,  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Paradise  township;  he  married  Nettie  Bush,  of  that 
township,  and  has  two  sons,  Dale  H.  and  Arlet. 
(4)  Ida  M.,  born  in  July,  1875,  is  the  wife  of  John 
Fanseen,  of  Paradise  township,  and  they  have  three 
sons — Leandro  J.,  Clinton  and  Norman.  (5) 
Clinton  E.,  born  June  6,  1879,  received  a good  pub- 
lic-school education,  and  is  now  at  home  with  his 
parents. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Learn  has 
been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  election  board,  and  filled  other 
local  positions  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. Both  he  and  his  wife  are  worthy  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  give  liberally  to 
the  support  of  the  Church  and  Sabbath-school  work. 
They  started  out  in  life  in  a very  modest  way,  but 
through  their  combined  efforts  they  are  now  well- 
to-do,  and  they  number  among  their  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  many  of  the  best  people 
of  the  county. 

ABRAM  TRANSUE  is  widely  known 
throughout  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county,  as  the  owner  of  Echo  Valley  farm,  where 
for  the  past  twelve  years  he  and  his  worthy  wife 
have  conducted  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the 
numerous  summer  resorts  in  this  locality  with  suc- 
cess characteristic  of  the  members  of  this  family, 
who  have  long  held  a place  among  the  valuable 
citizens  of  this  part  of  Monroe  county, 

Mr.  Transue's  grandparents  were  natives  of 
France,  his  grandfather,  Elias  Transue,  being  one 
of  three  brothers — John,  Philip  and  Elias — who 
left  their  native  country  and  came  to  seek  a home 
in  the  New  World,  all  settling  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  near  Shawnee.  John  and 
Philip  both  raised  large  families,  the  former  having 
six  children,  viz.:  John,  Abram,  Jacob,  Susan 

(Mrs.  Peter  Albert,  of  Smithfield),  Barbara  (Mrs. 
Shrauder,  of  Shawnee),  and  Mrs.  Henry  Strunk, 
whose  husband  settled  in  Smithfield.  Philip  and 
his  family  lived  in  Pocono  township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Elias  Transue  first  located  in  Northampton 
countv,  Penn.,  removing  thence  to  Smithfield,  Mon- 
roe county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Their  familv  consisted  of  nine  children — 
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five  s ns  and  four  daughters — namely:  Anthony 

(father  of  Abram  Transue),  John  C.,  Abram, 
|acob,  Isaac,  Margaret  (Mrs.  Jacob  Yetter),  Bar- 
bara (Mrs.  Philip  Shivej  ),  Susan  (Mrs.  Michael 
Hotterstine,  of  Middle  Smithfield)  and  Polly  (Mrs. 
William  Fish). 

Anthony  Transue  was  born  in  1790*  in  Smith- 
field  township,  and  during  his  boyhood  received  the 
benefit  of  such  schools  as  were  then  in  vogue  in  this 
locality,  in  the  meanwhile  obtaining  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  duties  on  a pioneer  farm.  On 
commencing  life  on  his  own  account  he  settled  in 
Shawnee  Valley  on  part  of  a large  tract  which  his 
father  had  purchased,  clearing  out  a large  portion 
of  that  .land,  upon  which  he  remained  for  some 
vears.  In  1827  he  bought  from  his  father  the  farm 
upon  which  his  son  Jacob  now  resides,  but  which 
at  that  time  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  and  he 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  the  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  this  place.  He  first  erected  a small  log 
barn,  and  in  1842  a frame  barn,  which  was  burned 
down  in  1853  and  replaced  by  a large  frame  barn, 
and  he  made  numerous  other  improvements  on  the 
property  during  his  residence  there.  He  died  in 
i860.  Anthony  Transue  married  Miss  Catherine 
Brutzman,  daughter  of  Jacob  Brutzman,  who  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Warren  county,  N.  J., 
coming  from  Montgomery  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
was  born  in  1779.  Mrs.  Transue  passed  away  a 
few  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Susan 
is  the  wife  of  Valentine  Transue,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren— Abram,  Alice  and  Ida;  they  reside  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.  Frederick,  born  in  1832, 
married  Miss  Matilda  Noack,  of  Monroe  county, 
and  they  resided  in  Shawnee,  where  he  died  in  1872, 
leaving  a family  of  five  children — Philip,  David, 
Jacob,  Elizabeth  and  Amanda ; his  widow  and  fam- 
ily still  reside  in  Monroe  county.  Henry,  born  in 
1834,  was  first  married  to  Elizabeth  Mosier,  who 
died  leaving  one  daughter,  Mattie,  and  he  subse- 
quently wedded  Miss  Fanny  Gardner,  of  New  Jer- 
sey, by  whom  he  has  two  children — Clyde  and 
Edna ; they  live  in  Stroud,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
mercantile  business.  Jacob  B.,  born  in  1837,  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Place,  of  Middle  Smithfield,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Irvin  L. ; they  live  on  his  farm 
in  Smithfield  township.  Katie,  born  in  1839,  is  the 
wife  of  Michael  Walters,  of  Smithfield;  they  have 
one  son  and  one  daughter — Josephine  and  Irvin. 
Adam,  born  in  1842,  married  Margaret  Kinney,  of 
Smithfield,  and  has  a family  of  three  children — 
Olive,  Kinney  and  Charles;  they  live  in  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  where  he  conducts  one  of  the  finest 
hotels  along  the  Delaware  river,  his  establishment 
being  especially  popular  as  a summer  resort.  Eve, 
twin  sister  of  Adam,  is  the  wife  of  James  Kinney, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Edith ; they  live  in  Stroud 
township,  near  East  Stroudsburg,  where  Mr.  Kin- 
ney follows  the  blacksmith  trade.  Hannah,  born  in 
1S44,  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Warren  Dunblazer, 
of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; she  left  one  son, 


Woodward.  Abram  is  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch. 

Abram  Transue  was  born  in  1849,  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old 
home  farm,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place,  supplementing 
this  with  an  attendance  of  several  terms  at  the 
Brodheadsville  high  school.  Up  to  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  was  engaged  in  assisting  in  the  agri- 
cultural work  on  the  paternal  farm,  after  which  he 
purchased  the  Henry  Overfield  property,  lying  three 
miles  northeast  of  Shawnee,  on  the  Middle  road  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  Air.  Transue  has  made  various 
changes  and  numerous  improvements  on  this  tract 
since  it  came  into  his  possession,  has  erected  a fine 
new  barn,  also  the  store  in  which  he  has  carried  on 
his  general  mercantile  business  since  1894,  and  the 
large  three-story  house  which  now  adorns  the  prop- 
erty, and  which  he  opened  to  the  public  twelve  years 
ago.  His  buildings  are  all  commodious  and  con- 
veniently  arranged,  and  the  entire  property  is  finely 
laid  out  and  under  a good  state  of  cultivation, 
yielding  the  owner  a substantial  income  in  addition 
to  that  derived  from  his  other  undertakings.  His 
home  is  beautifully  and  healthfully  situated  on  the 
road  leading  from  Water  Gap  to  Bushkill,  one  mile 
from  the  Delaware  river,  in  the  heart  of  the  Blue 
mountains,  and  six  miles  from  the  famous  Delaware 
Water  Gap,  to  which  place  trains  on  two  great 
roads  run  direct  from  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
and  he  numbers  many  of  his  guests  from  those  and 
other  large  Eastern  cities.  The  surrounding 
scenery  is  unrivalled  in  the  variety  and  beauty  of  its 
grandeur,  the  Echo  Valley  Farm  being  centrally 
located  from  all  the  noted  falls  in  this  region,  But- 
termilk Falls,  Marshall's  Creek  Falls  (four  miles 
east)  and  many  other  remarkable  points  of  interest 
in  the  neighborhood.  Air.  Transue  is  an  admira- 
ble host,  and  he  is  ably  assisted  in  entertaining  his 
guests  by  his  competent  helpmeet,  who  deserves 
credit  for  the  share  she  has  had  in  the  success  of 
their  establishment  as  a hostelry  for  summer  vis- 
itors to  this  part  of  Alonroe  county.  The  house  is 
supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences  for  the  ac- 
commodation and  comfort  of  their  patrons,  the 
table  is  provided  with  all  that  the  local  and  city 
markets  and  the  farm  itself  afford,  and  those  who 
have  once  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  this  worthy 
couple  are  always  ready  to  return. 

In  1877  Air.  Transue  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Arminta  Overfield  (daughter  of  Ananias 
and  Katie  Overfield)  , who  was  born  in  1855  in  Mid- 
dle Smithfield,  and  received  a good  education,  fin- 
ishing her  studies  in  the  higher  schools  of  Scran- 
ton, Penn.  Three  children  have  blessed  their 
union:  Edith,  born  in  1878;  Elmer,  born  in  1881, 

and  Ethel  A.,  born  in  1887,  ah  living  at  home.  The 
family  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Transue  are  earnest  members  and 
liberal  supporters.  Mr.  Transue’s  political  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  Democrats,  and  he  is  an  enthu- 
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siastic  and  loyal  worker  in  the  local  interests  of  his 
party.  He  has  held  the  office  of  inspector  of  elec- 
tions. 

bRANKLIN  BENDER,  a prominent  general 
farmer  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Lehigh  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
having  been  born  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  June  4,  1859.  His  father,  Jerome  Bender, 
was  born  in  the  same  county,  in  1832,  and  there 
followed  the  cooper’s  trade  throughout  his  active 
business  life.  For  three  years  he  was  a member  of 
the  Union  army  during  the  Rebellion,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  service.  He  was  married  in  Mon- 
roe county,  March  23,  1856,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Larn, 
who  died  July  17,  1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years,  one  month  and  twelve  days.  They  always 
made  their  home  in  Monroe  county,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  lumbering  for  many  years.  He 
died  January  6,  1889. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children:  Emma  L.,  born  September  7, 

1856,  is  the  wife  of  Malon  Steen,  of  Minnesota; 
Mary,  born  January  6,  1858,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
K.  Smith,  a farmer  of  Monroe  county,  Penn. ; 
Franklin  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth ; Tellilah,  born 
January  28,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  William  Deubler, 
of  Canadensis,  Monroe  county;  Sarah,  born  March 
24,  1867,  died  February  15,  1895,  the  wife  of  George 
Deubler;  Peter,  born  August  3,  1870,  died  Decem- 
ber 10,  1892;  and  Louisa,  born  February  17,  1875, 
is  the  wife  of  John  Iveesler,  a farmer  of  Lehigh 
township,  Wayne  county. 

When  a mere  youth  Franklin  Bender  began 
lumbering  with  his  father,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a lumber  job- 
ber. He  continued  operations  in  Monroe  county 
until  1886,  when  he  came  to  Wayne  county  and 
purchased  a tract  of  100  acres  in  Lehigh  township, 
on  which  he  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming  for 
some  time.  The  land  was  at  first  all  wild  and  un- 
improved, but  by  dint  of  continual  labor  and  good 
management  be  has  cleared  and  placed  under  the 
plow  fifteen  acres  of  the  amount,  and  has  erected  a 
large  barn  and  fine  residence.  He  has  now  prac- 
tically given  up  lumbering,  and  expects  in  the  future 
to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  general 
farming,  with  which  occupation  he  is  thoroughly 
familiar,  having  mastered  every  department  of  farm 
work. 

On  October  18,  1881,  at  Stroudsburg,  Penn., 
Mr.  Bender  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sophia  Beehler,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Rev.  J.  W.  Elliot,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister. 
Her  father,  Jacob  Beeler,  was  a native  of  Germany, 
and  on  coming  to  America  at  the  age  of  five  years 
located  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where  he  died 
February  16,  1877,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 
Her  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Wagner,  was  born  in  that  county  May  6,  1834.  and 
is  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Barbara  (Seigher) 
Wagner,  who  were  natives  of  the  Fatherland,  but 


were  married  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where  Mr. 
Wagner  was  employed  as  a farmer  and  cooper. 
Their  children  were  Joseph,  a Union  soldier,  now 
deceased ; Edward ; Simon ; David,  also  a soldier, 
now  deceased;  Frank,  deceased;  Catherine  ;Rosana  ; 
and  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Beehler,  who  finds  a pleasant 
home  with  our  subject  and  his  wife.  Her  children 
are  as  follows : Frank,  a resident  of  Dutchess 

county,  N.  Y. ; John,  of  Tobyhanna,  Monroe  Co., 
Penn.;  Mary,  wife  of  Edward  Hillard,  of  Paradise, 
Monroe  county ; Carrie,  wife  of  William  Lambert, 
Of  Bucks  county,  Penn.;  Tillie,  wife  of  Nick  Noll, 
of  Monroe  county;  Sophia,  who  was  born  June  21, 
1862,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  our  subject ; Julia,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  Michael,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Cassie,  who  married  William  Big- 
ley,  of  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years;  Edward,  a farmer  of  Barton- 
ville,  Monroe  county ; Albert,  a farmer  of  Lacka- 
wanna county,  Penn. ; Cyrus,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years ; Amsey,  a resident  of  Wayne  county ; 
one  who  died  unnamed  in  infancy;  Jacob,  a farmer 
at  Bartonville,  Monroe  county,  Penn. ; and  James 
W.,  in  the  Government  employ  at  Bethlehem,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bender  have  a family  of  eight 
children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: Archibald,  September  11,  1881  ; Lewis,  Sep- 

tember 6,  1882  (died  in  infancy)  ; Horace,  Septem- 
ber 24,  1885;  Charles,  January  20,  1889;  May,  De- 
cember 13,  1890  (died  at  the  age  of  five  years)  ; 
Roland,  February  11,  1893;  Teddie,  July  6,  1895; 
and  Prodice,  January  24,  1898.  Politically  Mr. 
Bender  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  has  served  as  in- 
spector of  elections.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  since  1888,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  influential  citizens  of 
his  community,  taking  an  active  and  prominent  part 
in  promoting  the  welfare  of  his  township  and 
county. 

DAVID.  B.  WARNER,  the  well-known  post- 
master of  Swiftwater,  Monroe  county,  and  a lead- 
ing general  merchant  of  that  place,  is  a native  of  the 
county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Paradise  township 
November  13,  1866.  There  his  father.  Richard 
Warner,  has  spent  his  entire  life,  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  is  a supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  wedded  Mary  Brown, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Brown,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  sons : David  B.  and  George  H. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  David  B.  Warner 
acquired  his  literary  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  began 
farming  for  the  neighbors,  continuing  that  occupa- 
tion for  some  years,  during  which  time  he  carried 
the  mail  between  Swiftwater  and  Pocono  for  twelve 
years.  In  1892  he  purchased  a stock  of  goods  and 
embarked  in  general  merchandising  at  Swiftwater, 
where  he  has  since  carried  on  operations  with 
marked  success,  by  fair  dealing  winning  a liberal 
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patronage  from  the  public.  Politically  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  takes  a com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  giving  his  aid 
to  all  enterprises  which  he  believes  calculated  to 
prove  of  public  benefit.  1 1c  has  efficiently  served 
as  school  director  for  three  years,  and  for  the  past 
three  years  has  also  been  postmaster  of  Swiftwater. 
Sociallv  he  is  a charter  member  of  the  Patriotic 
( )rdcr  Sons  of  America,  of  Tannersville,  Penn.  Mr. 
Warner  was  married  in  Columbia,  N.  J.,  in  1892, 
to  Miss  Annie  Learn,  daughter  of  Jacob  Learn,  of 
Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Elwood,  born  in  February,  1894. 

A.  K.  STONE,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
“News,"  at  East  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  is 
winning  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  journalistic 
field.  1 lis  paper,  a seven-column  folio,  semi-weekly, 
is  independent  in  politics,  and  its  able  and  fearless 
discussion  of  the  problems  of  the  day  have  made 
it  a recognized  factor  in  the  progress  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Stone  comes  of  good  Colonial  ancestry, 
and  is  a direct  descendant  of  Hugh  Stone,  a native 
of  England,  who  settled  in  one  of  the  New  England 
colonies  at  an  early  period.  Benoni  Stone,  our  sub- 
ject's grandfather,  came  from  New  England  many 
years  ago  and  settled  at  Waverly,  Lackawanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  lived  to  be 
ninety-five  or  ninety-six  years  old,  and  left  a large 
family  of  children. 

Oscar  F.  Stone,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Lackawanna  county,  and  in  early 
manhood  was  employed  as  a conductor  on  the 
Gravity  road,  between  Pittston  and  Hawley.  An 
accident  crippled  him  for  life,  and  for  many  years 
he  ran  a stationary  engine  at  Hawley,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  Politically  he  was 
a Democrat,  and  as  a citizen  he  was  much  esteemed 
for  his  excellent  qualities  of  character.  He  married 
Miss  Alvira  L.  Mitchell,  a native  of  Hollistervill'e, 
Wayne  county,  and  they  had  seven  children,  of 
whom  two  died  in  childhood.  Of  the  others  Victor 
B.  is  a locomotive  engineer,  residing  in  Scranton ; 
John  M.  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  railroad  at 
Hawley ; Earl  W.  is  a stone  cutter  and  contractor 
at  Scranton ; and  Sidney  S.,  also  a resident. of  Scran- 
ton, is  a train  dispatcher  on  the  Erie  & Wyoming 
railroad. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  11,  1862,  at 
Hawley,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a 
public-school  education.  He  learned  the  printer’s 
trade  there,  and  later  he  removed  to  East  Strouds- 
burg and  purchased  the  “News”  in  partnership 
with  a Mr.  Woodward.  After  a time  the  latter 
bought  our  subject’s  interest,  but  he  sold  the  entire 
business  to  Mr.  Emerson  from  whom  our  subject 
bought  it  again  in  the  fall  of  1889.  Since  that  time 
he  has  conducted  it  alone  with  marked  success. 
In  1886  he  married  Miss  Minnie  A.  Turner,  a na- 
tive of  Hawley,  born  January  31,  1870,  now  de- 
ceased. and  he  has  one  son,  Claude.  Mr.  Stone  is 


popular  socially.  He  belongs  to  the.  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and 
for  some  time  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  lo- 
cal fire  brigade. 

JOHN  SARSFIELD  O'CONNOR.  As  the 
founder  and  owner  of  the  J.  S.  O’Connor  cut-glass 
manufactory  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  the  larg- 
: est  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  this  gentleman  has 
more  than  a local  reputation,  and  the  products  of  his 
plant  are  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  O'Connor  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born 
Tune  6,  1831,  in  Londonderry,  a son  of  Neil  and 
Sarah  (Connor)  O’Connor,  and  a grandson  of  John 
and  Mary  (O’Hara)  O’Connor.  The  grandfather 
belonged  to  the  gentry  in  Ireland  where  he  passed 
all  his  days.  He  was  killed  in  a steeple  chase.  Neil 
O’Connor  was  born  in  Londonderry,  where  he  spent 
his  early  days,  and  when  a young  man  went  to 
Edinburg,  Scotland,  where  he  learned  his  trade, 
that  of  mason  builder.  There  he  met  and  married 
Miss  Sarah  Connor,  who  was  born  in  Greenock, 
Scotland,  daughter  of  David  and  Agnes  (Barr) 
Connor,  of  Ireland,  the  former  being  a merchant 
in  the  city  of  Londonderry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Con- 
nor crossed  the  Atlantic  with  their  family  about 
1836,  and  settled  in  St.  John’s,  Canada,  Mr.  O’Con- 
nor following  his  trade  until  1840,  in  which  year  he 
sent  them  to  Greenock,  Scotland,  as  he  wished  to 
enlist  for  service  in  the  Mexican  Avar.  He  held  the 
rank  of  captain  of  a company  of  New  Orleans 
Rangers,  under  Iverney,  throughout  that  struggle, 
and  after  it  was  ended  brought  his  family  to  New 
York  City,  where  they  made  a permanent  home, 
Mr.  O’Connor  dying  there  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  Flis  widow  died  four  years  later,  also 
aged  eighty-two.  During  his  earlier  years  he  had 
served  a part  apprenticeship  at  the  watchmaker’s 
trade,  and  acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness. On  settling  in  New  York  he  set  up  in  the 
business  on  his  own  account  as  a jeweler  and  watch- 
maker, continuing  thus  until  his  death.  There 
were  eight  children  in  his  family,  six  sons  and  two 
daughters,  viz. : Anna  married  Peter  McGregor, 

and  both  are  deceased.  John  S.  is  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch.  David  died  in  Greenock, 
Scotland.  Arthur  died  in  Greenock.  Arthur  (2) 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  New  York 
City.  William  died  in  Greenock.  Catherine  and 
her  husband,  James  Cochran,  are  both  deceased,  her 
death  occurring  in  New  York  Citv.  James  T.  is 
the  superintendent  at  C.  Dolphinger  & Son’s  glass 
manufactory  at  White  Mills,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.: 
he  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 

John  S.  O'Connor  Avas  still  in  his  boyhood 
when  his  parents  settled  in  New  York  City,  and 
it  Avas  there  he  learned  his  trade,  that  of  glass  cut- 
ter, serving  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years  with  the 
firm  of  E.  A . Houghnought  & Co.  For  four  years 
afterward  he  worked  as  a journeyman,  until  he 
Avas  appointed  superintendent  of  the  E.  V.  Hough- 
nought  plant,  in  which  responsible  position  he  also 
remained  four  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  resign- 
ing and  coming  to  W hite  Mills,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
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to  engage  in  the  same  line  under  his  brother-in-law, 
John  Marrett.  After  six  months  he  was  apppointed 
superintendent,  in  which  capacity  he  # continued  for 
another  six  months,  when  he  withdrew  to  accept 
the  same  position  with  C.  Dolphinger,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  twenty-five  years,  until  he  embarked 
in  business  on  his  own  account,  in  1890. 

Mr.  O'Connor's  judgment  in  business  affairs, 
naturally  keen,  strengthened  by  years  of  experience 
in  this  particular  line,  and  backed  by  sound  busi- 
ness principles,  was  in  all  those  years  a potent  factor 
in  the  prosperity  which  the  factory  enjoyed,  and 
his  ability  and  the  value  of  his  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  details  of  the  work  were  felt  in  every 
department.  In  addition  to  this  he  went  into  the 
mercantile  business  in  White  Mills,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  nine  years  until  his  store  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  April,  1897,  and  he  also  held  the  office  of 
postmaster  of  the  town  for  four  years,  finally  re- 
signing from  that  position.  In  1890  he  erected 
his  plant  at  Hawley,  where  all  kinds  of  fine  cut- 
glass  ware  is  turned  out,  and  which  is  completely 
fitted  with  the  most  modern  machinery  for  this 
work,  has  its  own  plant  for  illuminating  purposes, 
and  is  the  only  factory  of  the  kind  in  America  run 
by  water  power.  The  business  has  grown  steadily 
until  employment  is  furnished  to  300  men,  and  their 
cutting  shop,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  and  finest 
in  the  world,  is  built  of  stone  on  the  solid  rock, 
which  also  forms  one  end  of  the  first  story.  Mr. 
O’Connor  invented  the  Parisian  pattern,  in  which 
Avas  introduced  the  first  curve  cutting  done  on  glass, 
and  he  is  also  the  inventor  of  the  automatic  feeding- 
up  machine,  Avhich  saves  a great  deal  of  time,  keep- 
ing the  cutting  wheel  dampened ; they  also  manu- 
facture a putty  powder  for  polishing  high-grade 
work.  The  establishment  is  managed  by  Arthur 
E.  O'Connor,  and  our  subject  is  at  present  resid- 
ing in  Hawley  in  the  handsome  and  commodious 
home  he  recently  built. 

Mr.  O'Connor  deserves  to  be  ranked  among  the 
prosperous  self-made  men  of  the  community,  as  the 
Avealth  he  now  enjoys  has  been  accumulated  through 
his  OAvn  perseArering  and  untiring  efforts,  and  he 
started  out  with  no  particular  aid  to  his  fortunes. 
He  is  one  of  the  oldest  glass  cutters  "in  the  United 
States,  and  Avith  such  a hand  at  the  helm  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  industry  of  which  he  is  the  head, 
and  which  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  important 
in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  is  destined  to  still 
greater  prosperity  in  the  future.  Personally,  Mr. 
O'Connor  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  Avho 
meet  him,  as  business  associate,  employer  or  friend, 
and  he  is  Avell  and  favorably  known  all  over  Wayne 
county. 

On  April  5,  i860,  Mr.  O'Connor  Avas  united 
in  marriage,  in  NeAV  York  City,  with  Miss  Hannah 
Marrett,  Avho  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England, 
and  came  to  America  Avhen  a child  with  her  parents, 
William  F.  and  Johanna  O'Keiff  Marrett.  Mr. 
Marrett  Avas  a glass  cutter,  and  carried  on  an  es- 
tablishment in  New  York  City,  acquiring  a com- 


fortable fortune  in  the  business.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
O'Connor  have  been  born  five  children : Arthur  E., 
superintendent  of  the  glass-cutting  plant,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Tim- 
othy O’Connell,  a Avell-to-do  blacksmith  of  Hones- 
dale,  Penn. ; Catherine  and  Clotilde,  who  live  with 
their  parents;  and  Mary,  Avife  of  Thomas  Cusick. 

This  record  avouIc!  not  be  complete  without 
some  mention  of  his  service  in  the  Civil  war.  On 
May  26,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany F,  69th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  under  Col- 
Corcoran,  and  served  faithfully  to  the  end  of  his 
term,  receiving  but  one  wound,  a slight  one  in  the 
left  wrist.  He  was  honorably  discharged  Septem- 
ber 3,  1865,  with  rank  of  sergeant.  Politicallv 
Mr.  O’Connor  sympathizes  Avith  the  Republican 
party. 

WOODWARD  FAMILY.  The  first  settlers 
in  this  country  by  the  name  of  Woodward  came  from 
England.  At  just  Avhat  time  seems  to  be  a matter 
which  is  hard  to  state  positively.  Some  of  the  old 
members  of  the  family  claimed  that  they  came  in 
1634,  and  that  the  family  consisted  of  nine  brothers. 
The  name  Woodward  originated  from  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  family  early  in  the  history  of  England, 
as  they  Avere  at  that  time  the  wardens  of  the  King’s 
Avood — hence  the  name  Woodward.  The  first  set- 
tlers made  their  home  in  Connecticut. 

The  first  one  of  this  name  to  settle  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country  Avas  Enos  Woodward,  Avho  came 
here  in  the  year  1775,  from  Massachusetts,  and  Avas 
among  the  first  settlers  in  Paupack,  Pike  Co.,  Penn. 
This  party  had  intended  to  settle  in  Wyoming,  and 
Avere  on  their  Avay  there,  but  as  the  land  along  the 
Wallen  Paupack  Avas  good,  and  as  there  Avere  large 
quantities  of  timber  there,  they  concluded  to  settle 
alongthe  Paupack.  They  built  a block  house  of  large 
logs,  hewn  on  tivo  sides  and  the  flat  sides  laid  on 
top  of  each  other,  then  the  cracks  Avere  thoroughly 
cemented  with  clay,  Avhich  was  found  in  abundance 
along  the  flat  lands  of  the  place.  This  building  Avas 
made  as  strong  and  secure  as  it  Avas  possible  to  make 
it  Avith  the  material  which  they  had.  The  block 
house  Avas  surrounded  by  a court,  Avith  a stone  wall 
enclosing  the  court,  and  making  the  place  quite 
secure  against  the  attacks  of  either  wild  beast  or 
Indians.  Temporary  huts  Avere  erected  around  near 
the  block  house,  but  at  night  all  Avere  gathered  into 
the  block  house  for  safety.  These  people  began  to 
clear  the  land  at  once,  and  put  in  corn  and  other 
crops  as  soon  as  the  ground  could  be  prepared  for 
them.  As  there  Avas  no  mill  nearer  than  Easton,  they 
pounded  their  corn,  and  thus  prepared  it  for  food. 
From  the  spring  of  1775  till  the  summer  of  1778 
they  lived  in  quiet,  except  iioav  and  then  a skirmish 
with  Indians  or  an  exceptional  attack  of  Avolves, 
Avhich  Avere  quite  numerous  in  that  section.  We 
haAre  no  knoAvledge  of  the  name  of  Enos  Wood- 
Avard’s  Avife,  excepting  that  her  name  Avas  Mary. 
They  had  several  sons,  all  young  men  at  this  time, 
and  very  helpful  in  preparing  a home  for  the  family. 
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In  1778  they  were  attacked  by  the  Indians,  and  j 
although  secure’  in  the  block  house  and  having  a 
knowledge  of  Indian  warfare,  yet  they  came  very 
near  being  beaten  out  .by  the  Indians.  As  it  was, 
they  succeeded  in  driving  the  Indians  away,  and 
were  about  to  leave  for  a more  safe  locality,  when 
the  messengers  reached  them  telling  them  of  the 
massacre  at  Wyoming.  1 his  decided  them  to  leave 
for  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  at  once,  and  the  entire 
settlement  left  for  that  place.  Enos  Woodward  and 
family  left  with  the  others.  We  here  lose  track  of 
the  family  for  a few  years.  Enos  Woodward  joined 
the  patriot  army,  and  became  a soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  serving  as  a soldier  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  Then  a~part  of  the  original  settlers 
came  hack  to  Paupack,  and  Enos  Woodward  and 
his  family  were  of  that  number. 

Why  Mr.  Woodward  did  not  settle  again  in 
Paupack  we  are  unable  to  say,  but  instead  of  stay- 
ing long  with  the  settlers  there,  he  with  his  family 
made  a settlement  at  Cherry  Ridge,  near  where  the 
cemetery  is  now  (1898)  located.  Mr.  Woodward 
purchased  a large  tract  of  land,  and  divided  it  into 
farms  which  were  occupied  by  himself  and  his  sons. 
It  is  supposed  that  he  began  this  settlement  in  or 
about  the  year  1794.  P.  G.  Goodrich  in  his  “His- 
tory of  Wayne  County,”  says:  “By  an  assessment 
of  Canaan  township,  made  in  1799,  by  John  Bunting, 
it  appears  that  Enos  Woodward  and  his  sons  John, 
Silas  and  Abisha,  had  more  cleared  land  than  any 
others  in  the  county;  Enos  Woodward  had  fifty 
acres  of  improved,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acres  of  unimproved  land.  Enos  Woodward,  the 
great-grandfather  of  C.  H.  Woodward,  was  a na- 
tive of  Massachusetts.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  while  home  on  a fur- 
lough took  part  in  an  Indian  fight  on  the  Paupack. 
He  was  tall,  noble  in  bearing  and  much  resembled 
his  grandson,  Hon.  George  W.  Woodward.” 

Enos  Woodward  died  August  9,  1803,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Paupack  cemetery.  A fine  stone 
which  was  erected  at  the  head  of  his  grave  bears 
this  inscription : “This  stone  is  erected  in  the  mem- 
ory of  Enos  Woodward,  who  settled  in  the  country 
in  1775,  and  died  August  9,  1803,  aged  78  years.” 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Woodward  the  old  home- 
stead came  into  the  possession  of  his  son,  John,  and 
he  lived  there  until  his  death.  His  mother  lived 
with  him  until  her  death,  and  she  was  buried  at 
Cherry  Ridge.  Why  she  was  not  buried  at  Paupack 
we  do  not  know,  but  we  suppose  because  of  the  fact 
that  a burial  place  had  been  selected  at  Cherry 
Ridge,  and,  perhaps,  they  thought  to  remove  the 
remains  of  her  husband  to  that  place,  but  it  was  not 
done.  The  stone  at  her  grave  is  exactly  the  same 
as  the  one  at  the  grave  of  her  husband,  and  bears 
this  inscription : “In  memory  of  Mary,  wife  of  Enos 
Woodward,  who  died  April  15,  1818,  age  87  years.” 
John  Woodward  (son  of  Enos,  and  grandfather 
of  C.  PI.  Woodward)  had  married  Sarah  Charlotte 
Caywood,  and  their  children  were:  (1)  Elam 
moved  to  Scott  township,  Luzerne  county,  Penn. 


(2)  Asher  went  West  several  years  after  the  death 
of  his  mother.  (3)  Arnzi  L.  in  1830  was  married 
to  Irene  R.  Killam,  a daughter  of  Moses  Killam, 
of  Paupack,  Pike  county,  Penn.  This  couple  located 
on  a farm  along  Middle  creek,  in  Paupack,  Wayne 
county,  which  is  still  known  as  the  Woodward  farm. 
He  died  December  22,  1878,  leaving  five  children 
(three  daughters  and  two  sons) — Mrs.  John  H. 
Ames,  whose  husband  is  a farmer,  resides  at  Haw- 
ley. Mrs.  Jacob  S.  Ames  is  a resident  of  the  same 
place.  Miss  Adelia  and  her  nephew,  Raymond  D. 
Woodward,  occupy  the  old  Woodward  farm  above 
mentioned.  R.  Bruce  died  February  11,  1875,  leav- 
two  children  (Raymond  D.,  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Cramer,  a resident  of  Dunmore,  Penn.).  Cassius 
IT.  is  referred  to  farther  on.  Moses  K.  died  in 
1865.  Two  daughters  died  in  early  childhood.  (4) 
Daniel  D.  Woodward  lived  on  a farm  at  Hoadleys 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township.  He  died  several  years 
ago  leaving  a widow,  who,  with  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Collins,  resides  on  the  farm.  Four  other 
children  survive — two  daughters,  Mrs.  Henry  Stan- 
ton, of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and  Mrs.  F.  A.  Dony,  of 
Scranton,  Penn.,  and  two  sons,  H.  P.  Woodward 
and  F.  P.  Woodward,  prominent  newspaper  men 
of  Dunmore.  (5)  John  lived  at  different  places  in 
Wayne  county.  He  died  several  years  ago  leaving 
two  sons,  Delevan  Woodward,  who  resides  at 
ITonesdale,  and  Enos  Woodward,  who  lives  in 
Texas. 

Amzi  L.  Woodward.  In  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Killam  there  were  united  descendants  of  two  of  the 
oldest  families  in  that  section  of  the  county,  as  her 
ancestors,  Zadock  and  Ephraim  Killam,  were  com- 
panions of  Enos  Woodward  in  the  first  settlement 
of  Paupack.  In  the  following  poem,  written  by 
Cassius  H.  Woodward,  are  given  the  names  of  near- 
ly all  the  first  settlers  of  Paupack : 

THE  OLD  SETTLERS. 

From  the  far  away  New  England, 

Through  the  forest  wild  to  roam, 

Came  a band  of  sturdy  people 
Seeking  for  themselves  a home. 

Down  the  grand  and  beauteous  Hudson 
With  its  lovely  banks  of  green, 

And  its  swiftly  flowing  current, 

Our  own  grand  and  noble  stream. 

From  Poughkeepsie  striking  westward 
Through  the  valley,  o’er  the  hill, 

Often  weary  with  their  journey 
But  pressing  onward  with  a will. 

They  had  heard  of  a fair  valley 
Which  was  known  as  Minisink, 

And  they  would  not  pause  until  they 
Sat  their  feet  upon  its  brink. 

But  the  Indian  tribes  were  hostile, 

And  the  traitor  Brant  was  there, 

Sorrow,  trouble,  death  was  near  them, 

Fleavy  was  their  load  of  care, 

And  they  said,  “ there  is  a river 
Which  is  known  as  the  Paupack, 

And  along  its  shady  border 
Of  rich  land  there  is  no  lack. 
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“ If  we  could  but  reach  that  river 
With  its  natural  meadow  land, 

We  indeed  would  then  be  happy 
And  would  rest  our  tired  band.” 

And  they  started,  ever  westward, 

Kept  their  course  o'er  vale  and  hill, 

Till  they  saw  the  falls  of  Paupack 
And  the  sight  their  bosoms  fill. 

With  thoughts,  sublime  and  tender 
As  they  stand  and  gaze  awhile, 

Then  they  follow  up  the  river 
Many  a long  and  weary  mile. 

And  at  last  they  reach  the  fiat  land 
With  its  tender,  waving  grass, 

And  they  settled  near  the  river — 

They  had  found  a home  at  last. 

And  they  built  a fort  for  safety, 

For  their  wives  and  children  dear, 

While  around  them  every  evening 
Howling  wolves  are  very  near; 

And  they  toil  on,  nobly  bearing 
Summer’s  sun  and  winter’s  snow, 

That  their  loved  ones  may  have  plenty 
As  adown  life’s  path  they  go. 

And  the  names  of  the  old  settlers 
On  the  Paupack  thus  appear, 

Enos  Woodward  and  his  family, 

Wife  and  sons  so  very  dear. 

Zadock,  John  and  Ephraim  Killam, 

Zebulon  Parish  and  old  Amos  Park, 

And  their  three  kind  neighbors, 

J.  Edwards,  D.  Gates  and  Roger  Clark. 

Nathaniel  Gates  and  Joshua  Varnum, 

Old  Uriah  Chapman,  and  another 
Neighbor  of  his,  named  Reuben  Jones, 

Jacob  and  Walter  Kimble  and  their  brother 
Able  Kimble.  Then  Isaac  Parish  and 
Eliab  Varnum,  men  of  mind 
If  not  of  money.  Hezekiah  Bingham 
And  John  Pellet,  neighbors  very  kind. 

Then  the  Washburns,  Nat  and  Joe, 

With  John  Ansley,  men  of  worth, 

Silas  Park  and  old  William  Pellet, 

Better  men  have  ne’er  had  birth. 

Thus  they  lived  in  peace  and  quiet, 

Raised  their  families,  tilled  the  soil, 

And  enjoyed  their  home  life  greatly, 

Though  they  led  a life  of  toil. 

And  the  present  generation 
Kindly  think  of  these  old  men, 

Who  cleared  land  and  founded  homesteads 
Along  the  Paupack  river,  when 
Naught  but  forests  were  around  them, 

Indian  foes  were  very  near, 

And  upon  their  graves  so  lowly 
Kindly  do  we  drop  a tear. 

Cassius  H.  Woodward  was  born  on  the  old 
Woodward  homestead  in  Paupack  township,  Wayne 
county,  July  8,  1851,  a son  of  Amzi  L.  and  Irene  R. 
(Killam)  Woodward,  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  attending  the  district 
schools  and  aiding  in  the  labors  of  the  farm. 
For  two  years  he  then  clerked  in  the  mercantile  es- 
tablishment of  J.  S.  Ames  & Bros.,  at  Hawley,  but 
feeling  the  need  of  a better  education,  he  then  en- 
tered Wyoming  Commercial  College,  Kingston, 
Penn.,  where  he  graduated.  Returning  to  Hawley, 
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he  clerked  in  the  store  of  his  former  employers  for 
five  years,  and  then  embarked  in  merchandising  on 
his  own  account,  being  alone  for  eight  years.  He 
then  became  associated  with  William  A.  Gregg,  and 
the  business  has  since  been  carried  on  under  the 
firm  style  of  Woodward  & Gregg.  They  are  wide- 
awake, progressive  business  men,  who  by  straight- 
forward, honorable  business  methods  have  built  up 
an  excellent  trade.  On  November  24,  1874,  at 
Hawley,  Mr.  Woodward  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Quick,  of  Tafton,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Jane  Quick.  To  this  union  has  come 
one  daughter — Nellie. 

In  his  home  Mr.  Woodward  has  further  con- 
tinued his  studies  along  various  lines,  and  is  a grad- 
uate of  the  Chautauqua  Literary  and  Scientific 
course.  Aside  from  casting  his  ballot  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  he  takes  no  active  part  in  political 
affairs.  Socially,  he  affiliates  with  the  Junior  Order 
United  American  Mechanics  of  Hawley,  and,  re- 
ligiously, he  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  now  steward. 

JOHN  BOOREM.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
has  a record  as  a soldier  of  his  country  of  which 
he  may  well  be  proud.  He  is  a descendant  of  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  through 
life  has  lived  most  worthily  amidst  the  scenes  of  his 
youth.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  in  defense 
of  the  flag  and  participated  in  many  of  the  desperate 
struggles  of  that  memorable  conflict. 

Mr.  Boorem  was  born  in  Paradise  township, 
Monroe  county,  July  21,  1832,  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Nauman)  Boorem,  and  grandson  of 
John  Boorem,  who  migrated  to  America  from  Eng- 
land during  the  Revolutionary  war  and  settled  in 
the  wilderness  of  what  is  now  Northampton  county, 
Penn.  Here,  surrounded  by  hostile  Indians,  he 
cleared  up  a little  farm  and  made  a home  for  his 
family.  He  died  in  1808,  leaving  four  children — 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Of  these,  John,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  the  eldest;  Jacob  married 
and  settled  in  Northampton  county,  where  for  many 
years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  there 
he  died,  leaving  no  children ; Catherine  became  Mrs. 
Ereader,  and  died  in  Berwick,  leaving  a family. 

John  Boorem  was  born  in  Northampton  county 
in  1798.  He  was  only  ten  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died,  and  being  the  eldest  of  the  four  chil- 
dren, the  burdens  of  life  fell  heavily  upon  his  young 
shoulders.  Not  only  did  he  bravely  assume  the 
duties  that  lay  before  him,  but  he  made  unusual 
efforts  to  secure  an  education,  attending  school 
whenever  possible  and  studying  at  home  by  the  light 
of  the  log  fires  at  night.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was 
the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  Nauman,  natives 
of  Northampton  county  and  later  near  neighbors  of 
the  Boorems  in  Paradise  towship.  John  Boorem  en- 
gaged in  various  callings.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
a stone  mason  and  followed  same  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  teaching  school  in  winter,  and  leaving 
mainly  to  his  sons  the  work  of  clearing  up  the  farm, 
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now  known  as  the  Heller  place,  near  the  Paradise 
Church.  Ilis  trade  he  would  follow  in  Northamp- 
ton county,  returning  to  Monroe  county  to  teach 
during  the  winter.  He  remained  upon  the  farm  in 
Paradise  township  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1844.  He  left  a wife  and  ten  children,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  maturity.  (1 ) Joseph  married  Eliza- 
beth Dornblacer,  and  settled  on  the  farm  in  Para- 
dise township,  now  owned  by  Ann  Keller ; here  he 
died,  leaving  a wife  and  three  children.  (2)  Jacob, 
unmarried,  lives  with  his  brother  h rank  in  Para- 
dise township.  (3)  Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Robins,  of  Scranton,  and  died  leaving  a family. 
(4)  Mary  married  Henry  Masters,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  later  for  many  years 
conductor  on  the  Gravity  road.  She  lives  near 
Salem,  Wayne  county,  and  has  five  children.  (5) 
Susan  married  Reuben  Miller,  and  died  leaving  three 
children — Jacob,  Jeremiah  and  Annie.  (6)  Frank, 
a farmer,  lives  in  Paradise  township  with  his  fam- 
ily. (7)  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Theodore  Pol- 
hamus,  of  Scranton,  died  leaving  five  children.  (8) 
Samuel  is  married  but  has  no  children ; for  thirty 
years  he  has  been  a railroad  conductor  at  Scranton. 
(9)  Lvdia,  who  married  Sanford  Robins,  of  Scran- 
ton, has  two  children — Edith  and  Julia. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  when  a boy  learned  the  cooper's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years.  He  also 
worked  in  the  lumber  .woods  at  White  Haven,  on 
the  Lehigh,  and  at  other  points.  In  1862  Mr. 
Boorem  enlisted,  at  Philadelphia,  in  Company  H, 
90th  P.  A’.  I.,  which  became  a part  of  Gen.  Pope's 
army.  Their  first  battle  was  at  Cedar  Mountain, 
where  the  losses  were  heavy,  and  our  subject  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  immediately  fol- 
lowing. He  was  at  South  Mountain,  and  saw  Bar- 
bara Fritchie  in  the  house  where  she  had  run  out 
the  American  flag.  At  Antietam,  where  the  90th 
Pennsylvania  lost  seventy- five  men,  our  subject  was 
seriously  wounded  in  the  left  breast  by  a bullet, 
and  was  taken  to  Findley  hospital,  Washington^ 
whence  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  service  as 
unfit  for  further  military  duty. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Boorem  in  1866  married 
Miss  Jane  Smieson,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary 
Smieson.  He  settled  at  Mountain  Home  and  there 
engaged  in  farming.  Mrs.  Jane  Boorem  died  in 
1874,  leaving  four  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Agnes, 
born  in  1869,  is  the  wife  of  David  John,  an  iron 
worker  at  Walls,  Penn.  (2)  Joseph,  born  in  1870, 
married  Celestia  Crissman,  and  now  follows  lumber- 
ing in  McKean  county;  he  has  one  child,  Ina.  (3) 
Laura  is  the  wife  of  William  Doble,  of  Bethlehem, 
Penn.,  and  has  one  child.  (4)  Susan  is  the  wife  of 
William  Surplus,  of  Gouldsboro.  Penn. : they  have 
two  children — Herbert  and  Clarence.  Mr.  Boorem 
for  his  second  wife  married  Miss  Emma  Bond, 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Elizabeth  Bond,  and  by  this 
marriage  has  five  children : Mabel,  Alexander, 
Sedgwick.  Ord  and  Maude. 

In  1892  Mr.  Boorem  purchased  what  was 


known  as  the  Cross  farm,  near  Mountain  Home, 
erected  a new  house  and  shop,  and  has  made  many 
general  improvements,  and  here  he  now  resides  with 
his  family.  Politically  Mr.  Boorem  is  a Republican. 
He  was  reared  under  the  influence  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  parents  were  de- 
vout and  consistent  members.  Mr,  Boorem  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Stroudsburg.  He 
is  also  a member  of  the  Mountain  Home  Lodge 
No.  684,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons 
of  America.  He  is  a worthy  representative  citi- 
zen of  Monroe  county,  and  has  won  and  holds  the 
high  respect  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

LEWIS  T.  SMITH.  In  this  age  of  colossal 
enterprise  and  marked  intellectual  energy,  the  prom- 
inent and  successful  men  are  those  whose  abilities, 
persistence  and  courage  lead  them  into  large  under- 
takings and  assume  the  responsibilities  and  labors 
of  leaders  in  their  respective  vocations.  Success 
is  methodical  and  consecutive,  and  however  much 
we  may  indulge  in  fantastic  theorizing  as  to  its 
elements  and  causation  in  any  isolated  instance, 
yet  in  the  light  of  sober  investigation  we  will  find 
it  to  be  but  the  result  of  the  determined  application 
of  one’s  abilities  and  powers  along  the  rigidly  de- 
fined line  of  labor.  The  late  Lewis  T.  Smith  was 
by  far  one  of  the  most  prominent,  enterprising  and 
successful  business  men  of  Mt.  Pocono,  Monroe 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  was  a most  important  factor  in 
promoting  the  welfare  of  the  village. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  Tobyhanna  Mills,  Mon- 
roe county,  in  1836,  and  was  a son  of  Oliver  D. 
and  Eleanor  (Trible)  Smith,  pioneers  and  prominent 
citizens  of  Coolbaugh  township,  where  they  died. 
In  the  family  were  eight  children : Lewis  T. ; George 
T.,  a resident  of  Coolbaugh  township ; Martin,  who 
died  in  East  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county;  Frank, 
Katie,  Anna  and  Susan,  all  deceased ; and  Effie, 
wife  of  Emanuel  Detrick,  of  Paradise  township, 
Monroe  county. 

Our  subject  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Miss  Caroline  Lasher,  a daughter  of  Howard 
Lasher,  of  Tobyhanna,  and  she  died  in  Mt.  Po- 
cono, in  1882,  leaving  one  son,  Harry,  who  is  repre- 
sented elsewhere.  In  1886  he  married  Miss  Martha 
Warner,  who  was  born  in  Mt.  Pocono,  in  1864,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Lavina  (Fetherman)  War- 
ner, who  were  born  and  reared  in  Coolbaugh  town- 
ship, Monroe  county.  She  is  a lady  of  culture  and 
refinement,  who  was  also  reared  in  Coolbaugh  town- 
ship and  received  a good  practical  education.  He 
brought  his  bride  to  his  elegant  home  in  Mt.  Po- 
cono, where  they  lived  happily  until  he  was  called 
from  this  life  January  11,  1898.  There  were  two 
sons  born  of  this  union : Lewis  T.,  who  was  born 
in  1889,  and  is  now  attending  the  public  schools  Of 
Alt.  Pocono;  and  Francis  J.,  who  was  born  April 
7,  1898. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Smith  moved  to 
Alt.  Pocono  and  purchased  300  acres  of  land  which 
are  now  included  within  the  corporate  limits  of  that 
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village.  There  he  erected  a large  hotel,  which  he 
opened  for  the  accommodation  of  city  boarders ; 
also  embarking  in  merchandising  at  that  place,  and 
was  identified  with  many  other  business  enterprises 
which  materially  advanced  the  interests  of  the 
town.  At  one  time  he  conducted  a large  liven 
stable,  and  also  engaged  extensively  in  the  manu- 
facture of  sawed  lumber,  making  a specialty  of 
props  and  ties.  He  was  a man  of  unusual  business 
ability,  was  remarkably  successful  in  all  his  under- 
takings, and  was  a recognized  leader  in  public 
aifairs,  being  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  became  general  manager 
of  transports,  and  remained  in  the  United  States 
service  for  four  years.  For  a number  of  years 
he  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  at  Mt. 
Pocono  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  general  public,  being  first  elected 
to  that  position  in  July,  1889,  and  remaining  in 
office  until  his  death. 

Mrs.  Smith  has  taken  full  charge  of  his  ex- 
tensive business,  and  has  successfully  managed  the 
livery  stable  and  farm,  and  gives  her  close  atten- 
assisted  him  in  many  ways  prior  to  his  death.  She 
is  a woman  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  well  fitted 
to  take  charge  of  her  husband’s  affairs,  having 
assisted  him  in  many  ways  prior  to  his  death.  She 
is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Mt.  Pocono, 
is  a true  Christian  woman,  and  her  many  charitable 
acts  have  endeared  her  to  the  people  round  about 
her.  Mr.  Smith  was  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity. 

J.  MILTON  SHICK,  treasurer  of  Monroe 
county,  is  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  popular  officials 
now  connected  with  the  administration  of  affairs  in 
that  section.  While  his  early  education  was  limited 
to  the  country  schools  of  his  time,  he  has  gained 
through  personal  observation  and  study  a wide  and 
accurate  knowledge  of  public  business,  and  his  care- 
ful attention  to  technical  details  leaves  nothing  to 
be  desired.  Flis  efficient  work  has  received  the  ap- 
proval of  all  classes  of  people,  and  his  honesty  and 
uprightness  are  unquestioned,  while  his  kindliness 
and  courtesy  transform  his  acquaintances  into  warm 
friends. 

Mr.  Shick  comes  of  a good  old  pioneer  family, 
his  grandfather,  John  Shick,  having  been  a resident 
of  Monroe  county  for  many  years  previous  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  his  seventy-ninth  year. 
This  worthy  pioneer  married  a Miss  Marsh,  who 
also  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  and  they  had  two 
sons,  Samuel  and  Peter,  and  two  daughters,  Lydia 
Mervine  and  Sallie  Kresge,  the  latter  still  living  at 
this  writing. 

The  late  Samuel  Shick,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  1800,  in  Plainfield  township,  Northamp- 
ton county,  and  made  his  home  in  Pocono  township, 
Monroe  countv,  where  he  died  in  1890.  He  owned 
a large  farm  and  was  a prominent  citizen  of  the 
locality,  taking  an  active  part  in  political  work  as 
a stanch  Democrat.  He  was  the  first  tax  collector 
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in  his  township,  and  he  served  at  times  in  other  local 
offices.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a Lutheran.  He 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Edinger,  who  was  born  in 
1807,  the  daughter  of  Henry  Edinger,  and  died  in 
1883.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a family 
of  eleven  children : Plenry  resides  in  Bradford 

county,  Penn.;  Amos  settled  in  Oregon;  Frank  re- 
sides in  Nicholson,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn. ; Lydia 
married  George  Jennings,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Sam- 
uel resides  in  Philadelphia ; George  is  deceased ; 
Mary  married  William  Werkeiser  and  resides  in 
Nicholson;  Carrie,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Dickson ; Sarah  married  Joshua  Werkheiser,  of 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  and  Stewart  is  a 
farmer  of  Clearfield  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  4,  1856,  in 
Monroe  county,  and  in  his  youth  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Pocono  township.  He  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years, 
but  becoming  disabled  he  engaged  in  farming,  hav- 
ing at  first  a farm  of  sixty  acres,  which  he  sold  in 
the  spring  of  1898,  when  he  purchased  his  present 
property,  consisting  of  146  acres  of  choice  land  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  and  his 
family  now  reside.  Of  late  years  his  time  has  been 
largely  occupied  with  official  work  of  various  kinds. 
He  has  held  different  township  offices,  serving  as 
tax  collector,  school  director,  treasurer  of  the  school 
board  nine  years,  and  assessor  five  years,  and  he  re- 
signed the  latter  position  to  take  his  present  office 
of  county  treasurer,  to  which  he  was  elected  in 
1896.  Fie  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  on  Jan- 
uary 1,  1897,  and  in  November  following  he  re- 
moved his  family  to  Stroudsburg.  He  has  always 
been  a strong  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  his  devotion  is  appreciated  by  his  fellow  workers 
in  that  organization.  He  and  his  family  are  prom- 
inent socially,  and  are  identified  with  the  Reformed 
Church  of  Tannersville,  Monroe  county.  His  wife, 
who  was  formerlv  Miss  Lowrie  E.  Sleiker,  was  born 
September  30,  1864,  in  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county,  a daughter  of  George  A.  Sleiker,  now  de- 
ceased, and  his  wife  Lucy,  who  were  residents  of 
Monroe  county.  Seven  children  have  brightened 
their  home:  Mary  E..  Myrtie  E.,  Lotie  E.,  Ettie  E., 
Grover  L.,  Norman  M.  and  Florence  K. 

CHARLES  A.  BEEHN,  an  energetic  and  pros- 
perous general  farmer  and  carpenter  of  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county,  residing  on  a part  of  the 
old  Beehn  homestead,  was  born  on  that  place  Octo- 
ber 29,  1838,  a son  of  John  and  Angeline  (Belling) 
Beehn.  the  former  a native  of  Baden.  Germany,  the 
latter  of  Northampton  county,  Pennsylvania. 

His  paternal  grandparents  were  Charles  and 
Magdelina  (Fisher)  Beehn,  of  Baden.  In  1818  the 
grandfather  started  for  the  United  States,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  died  of  yellow  fever  near  New 
Orleans.  In  1828  his  wife  and  her  three  sons 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  first  located  at  Easton, 
Penn.,  where  they  spent  two  years.  At  the  end  of' 
that  time  they  came  to  Sterling  (now  Dreher  town- 
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ship),  Wavne  county,  with  a colony  that  pur- 
chased a tract  of  2,000  acres  of  land,  and  when  this 
property  was  divided  our  subject’s  grandmother  re- 
ceived 100  acres,  which  is  his  present  homestead. 
I ler  children  were:  John,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
and  Charles  M.  and  Adam,  who  both  died  in  Dreher 
township. 

In  his  native  land  John  Beehn  had  learned  the 
wheelwright’s  trade,  but  after  coming  with  the  fam- 
ily to  Wayne  county  he  gave  his  attention  principally 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  continued  to  success- 
fully operate  the  old  homestead  farm  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  March,  1887.  He  was  born  in 
1812,  and  on  reaching  man’s  estate  was  married, 
in  Nazareth,  Penn.,  to  Angeline  Belling,  who  was 
born  in  1815.  Her  parents  were  Godfrey  and 
Catherine  (Brooner)  Belling,  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  and  reared  a 
family  of  four  children,  the  others  being  August 
and  Christian,  both  deceased;  and  Sylvester,  a re- 
tired citizen  of  Bethlehem,  Penn.  Mrs.  Beehn  died 
in  March,  1855,  and  like  her  husband  was  buried 
in  the  Moravian  Church  cemetery,  both  being  mem- 
bers of  that  congregation.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his  community, 
and  held  many  local  offices  of  honor  and  trust. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  ten  children:  Frances  died  in  infancy; 
Amelia  lives  with  our  subject;  Adelaide  is  the  wife 
of  Philip  Eck,  a farmer  of  Dreher  township ; An- 
gelica is  the  wife  of  Reuben.  Sieg,  a blacksmith  of 
Newfoundland-;  Henry  A.,  a member  of  the  51st 
P.  V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war,  married  Anna  Kauf- 
man, and  died  in  1873,  from  an  accident  near  a saw- 
mill, a log  rolling  on  him ; John  W.  lives  with  our 
subject;  Edward  and  Lewis  both  died  when  young; 
and  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  William  Graser,  a farmer 
of  Greene  township,  Pike  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Charles  A.  Beehn  has  always  lived  on  the  old 
home  farm,  and  early  became  familiar  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  but  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
he  began  learning  the  wheelwright’s  trade,  serving 
a two-years'  apprenticeship  with  Christian  Lange. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  drafted  and  joined 
Company  C,  52nd  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Walter  S. 
Chatham.  He  participated  in  no  battles,  was  never 
wounded,  and  was  stationed  for  a time  at  Morris 
Island  : he  was  promoted  to  sergeant.  When  hostil- 
ities ceased  he  was  discharged  July  28,  1865,  and 
returned  home.  As  he  could  not  obtain  work  at  his 
trade,  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  carpen- 
tering, and  has  since  carried  on  operations  along 
those  lines  with  marked  success. 

On  September  5,  1876,  in  Dreher  township, 
Mr.  Beehn  married  his  brother’s  widow,  Mrs.  Anna 
( Kaufman)  Beehn,  by  whom  he  has  three  children  : 
Emma,  who  is  teaching  school,  is  married  to  Frank 
D.  Waltz,  a merchant  at  Newfoundland;  Caroline 
and  Catherine  are  both  at  home.  Bv  her  former 
marriage,  Mrs.  Beehn  had  one  son,  William  J.,  a car- 
penter of  Dreher  township, who  married  Edith  Rohr- 
backer.  The  mother  of  this  son  was  born  in  Mon- 


roe county,  Penn.,  in  February,  1849,  a daughter 
j of  William  Kaufman,  and  died  in  September,  1891, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Moravian  burying  ground. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Beehn  is  a member  of  the 
Moravian  Church;  fraternally  he  affiliates  with 
Wallenpaupack  Lodge  No.  478,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
with  the  G.  A.  R. ; politically  he  is  a Republican. 
For  ten  years  he  efficiently  served  as  school  di- 
rector, was  census  enumerator  in  1890,  and  has 
filled  the  offices  of  assessor  and  collector  of  his 
township  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

JACOB  NYCE  (deceased)  ranked  among  the 
stalwart  sons  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  life  spanned 
the  greater  part  of  the  century  now  closing,  and  who 
in  his  long  career  typified  the  strength,  courage  and 
progress  of  an  advancing  people.  He  possessed  that 
enduring  and  saving  trait  of  character  that  gave  to 
each  element  of  life  its  due  proportion.  He  was  not 
blinded  by  the  glitter  or  pomp  of  office  and  position, 
but  recognized  intrinsic  merit  and  worth.  Trained 
by  both  precept  and  example  by  a father  of  rare 
benevolence  and  discernment,  he  acquired  in  his 
early  youth  those  inestimable  views  of  right  living 
which  crowned  and  enriched  his  after  life. 

Mr.  Nyce  was  fifth  in  the  line  of  descent  from 
the  ancestor  who  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago 
left  parents  and  friends  at  Crefeld,  Germany,  to 
found  in  an  unknown  distant  land  a new  home.  It 
was  in  1683  that  Hans  de  Neus  (or  Nuyse)  migrat- 
ed to  America  with  one  or  more  brothers  and  other 
colonists,  and  settled  at  Germantown,  near  Philadel- 
phia. On  March  26,  1699,  Hans  de  Nuyse  pur- 
chased fifty-two  acres  of  land  from  Mary  Doubly, 
for  a consideration  of  fifty  pounds.  He  was  a man 
of  thrift,  industry  and  business  capacity,  for  on  Sep- 
tember 4,  1704,  he  also  purchased  from  Mathias  Von 
Bebler,  for  seventy  pounds,  seventy  acres  of  land, 
at  Germantown,  Penn.,  which  became  his  homestead. 
He  also  bought  from  John  Budd  and  Humphrey 
Marrey,  October  26,  1720,  725  acres  of  land  in  Fred- 
erick township,  Montgomery  Co.,  Penn.  Hans  and 
Jeninke  de  Neuse,  September  20,  1724,  sold  200 
acres  of  the  tract  to  their  son  John  de  Nyce.  Hans, 
the  father,  died  at  his  homestead  in  Germantown 
in  1736. 

John  de  Nyce  moved  to  the  tract  of  land  in 
Montgomery  county  which  he  purchased  from  his 
father.  He  died  there  in  May,  1743,  and  was  buried 
in  the  family  burial  plot  on  this  land,  which  is  now 
known  as  Bertolets  burying  ground.  To  him  and 
his  wife  Mary  were  born  eight  children,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  as  follows:  John,  George,  Joel, 

Anna  Maria,  Susanna,  Aesse,  Zachariah  and  Will- 
iam. 

William,  youngest  son  of  John  and  Mary  de 
Nvce,  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  was 
born  1738-  and  died  at  Harmony,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J., 
July  13,  1805,  from  the  effects  of  a fall  from  a cherry 
tree.  He  was  buried  at  St.  James  Lutheran  Church, 
near  Phillipsburg,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.  His  first 
wife  s name  was  Dorothy.  On  April  29,  1779,  he 
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made  his  first  purchase  of  land  in  Lehman  township. 
Pike  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

John  Nyce,  the  father  of  our  subject,  purchased 
a large  tract  of  land  in  Lehman  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty, and  there  lived  through  life.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  and  a great  Bible 
student.  He  was  a practical  Christian,  a man  not- 
ed for  his  kindly  and  benevolent  character,  incul- 
cating the  spirit  of  love  among  Ins  fellow  men  and 
the  members  of  his  family,  and  in  his  own  upright 
and  friendly  conduct  giving  expression  and  illustra- 
tion of  the  high  human  aims  to  which  he  gave  men- 
tal and  moral  allegiance.  Nor  did  he  neglect  the 
material  things  of  life,  for  he  accumulated  by  his 
labor  and  business  capacity  what  in  his  time  and 
location  was  almost  a fortune.  At  his  death  he  left 
to  each  of  his  children  a good  farm  or  its  equivalent. 
He  married  Lena  Westbrook,  who  bore  him  eight 
children,  as  follows:  John,  who  married  Maria 

Van  Campen ; Mary,  who  married  Moses  W.  Cool- 
baugh  : William,  who  married  Margaret  Westbrook  ; 
Catherine,  who  married  Dr.  John  Morrison:  James; 
George,  who  married  Elizabeth  Place ; Lydia,  who 
married  Alfred  Wells,  and  Jacob,  the  youngest  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  John  Nyce,  the  father, 
died  in  1839.  His  wife  survived  him  twenty  vears. 

Jacob  Nyce  was  born  at  Egypt  Mills,  Pike 
county,  May  2,  1813.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  like  his  fore- 
fathers devoted  his  life  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
becoming  one  of  the  substantial  and  reliable  farmers 
of  Pike  county,  one  whose  name  was  the  synonym  of 
good  faith,  fair  dealing,  uprightness  of  character 
and  abundant  success  in  his  time-honored  calling. 
His  mind  was  keen  and  active,  well  fitted  to  assume 
and  conduct  larger  interests  than  those  of  the  farm 
alone.  He  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Lehman  township.  He  owned  both 
a grist  and  saw  mill,  and  thus  assisted  in  develop- 
ing the  material  resources  of  the  county.  He  em- 
barked in  mercantile  life  and  for  a few  years  con- 
ducted a general  store  at  Egypt  Mills.  In  brief,  he 
was  one  of  those  rare  men  of  general  ability  who  be- 
come the  natural  leaders  of  the  community  in  which 
they  live,  and  by  their  energv  and  intelligence  give 
direction  and  character  to  its  life.  Mr.  Nyce  was 
the  first  postmaster  at  Egypt  Mills,  and  held  that 
position  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  16, 
1880.  He  was  a Democrat  in  political  faith  and  not 
a politician  in  the  strict  sense  of  that  term,  prefer- 
ring the  freedom  and  opportunities  of  private  life  as 
the  proper  field  of  his  energies  and  ambition.  He 
held  many  of  the  local  offices,  but  aspired  to  noth- 
ing beyond.  He  was  keen-minded  and  kept  him- 
self well  informed  upon  current  events  and  matters 
of  general  interest. 

Mr.  Nyce  was  married,  November  13,  1849, 
to  Delinda  Peters,  daughter  of  George  and  Margaret 
(Miller)  Peters,  the  former  of  whom  was  horn  in 
Cherry  Valley,  Monroe  county.  May  26,  1793.  He 
became  a prosperous  farmer  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  and  his  fine  farm  is  now  owned  by  his  son 


George  W.  He  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  politics  was  a Democrat.  He  died 
July  14,  1880.  His  wife,  Margaret  (Miller),  was 
born  July  25,  1799,  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  died  September  14,  1877.  To 
George  and  Margaret  Peters  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Henry,  John,  Daniel,  Jacob,  Philip, 

William,  Washington,  Delinda,  Sarah,  Margaret, 
Jane  and  Susan.  Delinda,  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county,  October  18,  1827. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  were  born  six  children, 
as  follows:  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  Guillot,  of  Bushkill, 

who  has  two  sons — Clinton  and  Norman  ; Margaret ; 
Mary  J.,  wife  of  Judge  Klaer,  of  Milford  ; James  E., 
who  married  Grace  H.  Whitaker,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Elizabeth  and  Dorothy  (they  reside  on  the  old 
homestead  at  Egypt  Mills)  ; Harry  P.,  who  married 
Deborah  Schoonover,  and  has  seven  children — Rob- 
ert J.,  Frank  W.,  Mary,  J.  Roy,  Bessie  E.,  Margaret 
D.,  Kathryn  C.  and  Eva,  now  Mrs.  J.  C.  Bull,  resid- 
ing near  Milford.  Harry  P.  Nyce  now  owns  a half 
interest  in  the  New  Method  Steam  Laundry  Co.,  lo- 
cated at  Nos.  1 27- 1 29  Catharine  street,  Philadelphia, 
being  treasurer  of  the  same.  Mrs.  Jacob  Nyce,  the 
widow  of  our  subject,  resides  at  Stroudsburg  with 
her  daughter  and  grandson. 

ASA  K.  KIMBLE,  one  'of  the  enterprising  and 
representative  business  men  of  Wayne  county,  car- 
rying on  operations  in  Dyberry,  belongs  to  a prom- 
inent and  honored  family  of  northeastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, whose  identification  with  her  history  dates 
from  an  early  period  in  the  development  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  His  great-grandfather,  Ephraim 
Kimble,  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  of  Paupac, 
Pike  county,  Penn.,  where  he  extensively  engaged  in 
both  farming  and  lumbering.  His  son,  Asa  Kim- 
ble (our  subject’s  grandfather),  was  born  there,  and 
as  a lumberman  engaged  in  business  on  Middle 
creek,  Pike  county,  for  some  time.  Subsequently 
he  removed  to  Dyberry  township,  Wayne  county, 
locating  near  the  present  site  of  the  -Wayne  County 
Fair  Grounds,  and  at  this  place  followed  farming, 
lumbering  and  hotel-keeping  with  good  success.  He 
married  Abigail  Pellett,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  the  following  children : Nancy  was  born  August 

18,  1815;  Ephraim  B.,  born  August  31,  1817,  died 
September  18,  1880;  Olive  W.,  born  August  20, 
1819,  died  March  7,  1820;  George  W.,  born  March 
2,  1821,  died  September  8,  1894:  John  P.,  born  July 

19,  1824,  died  December  31,  1886;  Isaac  R.,  born 
January  2,  1827,  is  living  in  Lebanon  township, 
Wayne  county  ; William  was  born  June  15,  1832,  and 
Martin  K.,  born  May  24,  1835,  is  proprietor  of  his 
father’s  old  hotel  in  Dyberry  township. 

Ephraim  B.  Kimble,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Dyberry  township,  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  locality,  and  learned  the  black- 
smith’s trade  during  his  youth.  Being  an  ambitious 
young  man,  he  opened  a shop  of  his  own  near  his 
1 birthplace,  hut  later  removed  his  business  to  the 
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liamlet  of  Dyberry.  This  place  was  then  a flourish- 
ing little  settlement,  as  much  lumbering  was  carried 
on  in  the  vicinity,  and  seeing  promise  of  profitable 
business,  Mr.  Kimble  shortly  afterward  opened  a 
general  store  and  also  a hotel.  This  hotel  is  well 
known  throughout  the  county,  and  many  a wayfarer 
lias  reason  to  be  grateful  to  its  genial  proprietor.  He 
served  as  postmaster  at  Dyberry  for  many  years, 
and  in  addition  to  his  other  business  interests  he  was 
an  extensive  lumberman,  owning  and  operating  saw- 
mills in  different  parts  of  the  county.  After  a few 
years  spent  in  Dyberry  borough  he  gave  up  black- 
smithing,  but  continued  his  other  enterprises  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  September  18,  1880. 
Besides  being  an  excellent  business  man,  he  was  a 
practical  agriculturist,  and  had  personal  charge  of 
his  farm  in  Dyberry  township. 

On  December  6,  1848,  Ephraim  B.  Kimble  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amelia  Schoonover, 
a daughter  of  Elijah  and  Rachel  (Bishop)  Schoon- 
over. Her  father  died  in  1826,  aged  fifty-five  years, 
her  mother  November  16,  1879,  aged  eighty-three 
years  and  six  months.  Born  of  their  union  were 
Maria,  wife  of  Frederick  Jacoby;  Thomas,  a resi- 
dent of  Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  Amelia, 
mother  of  our  subject;  Lucinda,  wife  of  Reuben 
Packingham;  John;  George,  and  Elijah.  The  two 
last  named  and  Thomas  are  still  living.  Mrs,  Kim- 
ble’s grandparents  were  Thomas  and  Margaret 
Schoonover,  who  were  descended  from  original 
Pennsylvania-Dutch  families ; the  former  served  un- 
der Gen.  Washington  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
shortly  after  the  close  of  that  struggle  located  near 
the  present  site  of  Indian  Orchard,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  took  up  a large  tract  of  land  and  erected 
a gristmill,  operating  it  for  many  years.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  youngest  of  three  children,  the  others 
being  Sallie  Maria,  who  was  born  May  18,  1850,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  James  Ketchum,  and  Isaac  K., 
who  was  born  August  1,  1853,  and  died  December 
30,  1887. 

Asa  K.  Kimble  was  born  December  5,  1859,  in 
Dyberry  township,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools,  while  his  business  education  was  obtained 
in  a practical  manner  by  assisting-  his  father.  At 
his  father  s death,  although  but  twenty  years  of  age, 
lie  took  charge  of  the  estate,  and  now  owns  and  con- 
ducts the  hotel,  store  and  farm,  besides  serving  as 
postmaster  of  Dyberry.  His  success  has  been  the 
result  of  honest,  persistent  effort  in  the  line  of  hon- 
orable and  manly  dealing.  His  aims  have  always 
been  to  attain  the  best,  and  he  has  carried  forward  to 
successful  completion  whatever  he  has  undertaken. 

< )n  December  5,  1883,  Mr.  Kimble  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  O.  Brooks,  who  was  born 
July  28.  1859,  a daughter  of  Major  and  Eliza  (Beth- 
ick)  Brooks.  Her  grandfather,  Homer  Brooks, 
came  from  Connecticut  to  AVayne  county  in  an  early 
dac  and  located  in  Dyberry.  His  children  were : 

A hgil,  still  a resident  of  Dyberry  township;  Hor- 
tensa,  widow  of  Mathew  AAGtt ; Lucy  (deceased), 
wife  of  Byron  Bunnell,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; 


Ezra,  of  Dyberry  township  ; Phoebe  (deceased),  wife 
of  Rockwell  Bunnell,  of  Prompton,  AVayne  county; 
Major,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Kimble ; AVilliam  Drinker, 
who  went  west  and  has  not  been  heard  from  for 
some  time,  and  Horace,  a resident  of  New  Milford, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  To  Major  Brooks  and 
wife  were  born  the  following  children : Mary 

Josephine,  wife  of  Ezra  Bennett,  of  Dyberry;  Ed- 
win, who  died  in  Chicago,  111.,  in' 1890;  Frank, 
Charles  and  Howard,  all  residents  of  Chicago ; Ella 
O.,  wife  of  our  subject,  and  Edith  L.,  born  April  28, 
1868.  The  father  died  April  7,  1876,  but  the 
mother  is  still  living.  She  was  born  in  England, 
March  14,  1826,  and  came  to  America  when  sixteen 
years  of  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kimble  have  two  children : Beat- 
rice L.,  born  February  8,  1886,  and  Harold  Frank- 
lin, born  January  24,  1898.  Politically,  Mr.  Kimble 
is  not  strictly  partisan,  but  at  national  elections  sup- 
ports the  Democratic  candidates.  He  has  served  as 
school  director,  overseer  of  the  poor,  supervisor  and 
postmaster  with  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  general  public.  Socially  he  be- 
longs to  the  Order  of  Heptasophs.  As  a public- 
spirited  citizen  he  is  thoroughly  interested  in  what- 
ever tends  to  promote  the  moral,  intellectual  and 
material  welfare  of  the  community,  and  his  name 
is  inseparably  connected  with  the  history  of  Dyberry 
township. 

ISAAC  S.  CASE.  The  man  who  rises  in  the 
world  is  more  highly  regarded  than  he  who  inherits 
and  holds  material  wealth,  and  the  best  inheritance 
is  a good  name  and  sterling  principles.  Isaac  S. 
Case,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Tobyhanna  Mills,  is  a son  of  Samuel 
Case,  who  was  a man  of  strong  convictions  and  a 
power  in  the  moral  and  mental  atmosphere  of  Mon- 
roe county  in  his  day.  He  dared  to  do  openly  for 
the  cause  of  right  that  which  others  predicted  must 
result  in  failure  and  he  won  his  victory.  The  an- 
cestry of  our  subject  for  several  generations  back, 
as  far  as  lineage  can  be  traced,  was  one  inured  to 
struggle,  but  guided  by  right  living. 

Jacob  Case,  the  great-grandfather,  was  a life- 
long farmer  of  German  extraction,  who  lived  in 
Hunterdon  county,  N.  J.  He  lived  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances, accumulating  considerable  property,  but 
at  his  death  this  land  descended  to  the  eldest  son 
under  the  old  English  common  law,  which  ruled  in 
the  Colony  of  New  Jersey  before  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Jacob  Case  had  six  sons  and  possibly  sev- 
eral daughters,  of  whom  nothing  is  known.  Mar- 
tin Case,  the  youngest  son.  and  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  bv  occupation  a farmer.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  by  the  one  wife  left  two  sons, 
Isaac  and  Samuel,  and  by  the  other  wife,  one 
daughter,  Mary. 

Samuel  Case,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1803.  He  followed  harness  making  in  New 
Tersev,  and  in  1837  moved  to  Stroudsburg,  Monroe 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  followed  butchering  till  1847, 
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and  then  removed  to  Luzerne  county.  There  he 
kept  a temperance  hotel  till  1853,  when  he  moved  to 
Tobyhanna,  and  kept  hotel  there  until  his  death  in 
1880.  He  was  a man  of  strong  religious  and 
temperance  convictions,  and  though  his  temperance 
hotel  was  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  that  part  of 
the  county,  yet  the  plucky  proprietor  made  it  a 
succcess.  He  was  an  active  and  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  hos- 
telry was  often  alluded  to  as  a preacher's  tavern. 
But  besides  his  sturdy  principles  Samuel  Case  pos- 
sessed other  admirable  traits.  He  was  liberal,  enter- 
prising and  benevolent,  and  evinced  those  happy 
qualities  of  geniality  and  good  cheer  which  espe- 
cially befit  "mine  host.”  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  voting  for  Andrew  Jackson.  He  mar- 
ried Euphemia  McMannus,  who  bore  him  six  chil- 
dren: Isaac  S. ; Sarah,  who  died  in  1853  aged  nine- 
teen years ; Mary,  who  married  Charles  Hebard,  of 
Pequaming,  Mich.,  and  has  four  children ; Will- 
iam, who  married  Miss  Lucia  Allen,  and  lives  a 
retired  life  at  Tobyhanna;  and  two  daughters  who 
died  young.  Samuel,  the  father,  died  in  1880,  aged 
seventy-seven  years ; the  mother  passed  away  in 
1873. 

Isaac  S.  Case,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Hunter- 
don county,  N.  J.,  November  1,  1832.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  Stroudsburg,  but  his 
school  days  ended  when  he  was  fourteen  years  old, 
and  as  the  eldest  son  in  his  father’s  family  he  be- 
came in  his  youth  an  active  assistant  in  his  busi- 
ness. Arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
having  acquired  a fair  knowledge  of  men  and  of 
affairs  he  secured  employment  as  the  agent  for  H. 
S.  Wells  & Co.,  who  had  secured  the  contract  for 
constructing  a twenty-five  mile  section  of  the  D. 
L.  & W.  railroad.  As  agent  of  these  contractors 
he  purchased  for  them  hay  and  straw  along  the  line 
of  the  road  they  were  building.  Mr.  Case  re- 
mained with  them  until  1855,  gaining  a valuable 
business  experience,  and  this  he  applied  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  general  store  which  he  at  once  opened 
at  Tobvhanna,  and  which  he  continued  to  operate 
successfully  until  1863.  In  the  latter  year  he  was 
offiered  a position  with  the  Tobyhanna  & Lehigh 
Lumber  Co.,  owned  by  the  Hon.  William  E.  Dodge 
& Sons,  of  New  York  City.  He  developed  a high 
degree  of  executive  ability,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1865  he  took  active  charge  of  the  business  as  treas- 
urer and  general  manager,  and  continued  to  conduct 
the  affairs  of  the  company  until  he  resigned  and 
retired  in  January,  1898.  During  that  period  of  a 
third  of  a century  the  company  cut  over  four  hun- 
dred million  feet  of  lumber,  besides  doing  an  im- 
mense business  in  tan  bark  and  other  material. 

Mr.  Case  is  treasurer  of  the  Pocono  Mountain 
Ice  Co.,  of  Tobyhanna,  organized  in.  1894  with  a 
capacitv  of  200.000  tons,  and  producing,  in  1898- 
99,  230,000  tons.  He  is  also  a director  of  the 
Stowes  Packing  Company,  of  Scranton,  1 enn.. 
and  of  the  Stroudsburg  Passenger  Railroad  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Case  is  also  identified  with  several 
banks.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  He  has  at 
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various  times  been  a delegate  to  State  and  National 
conventions,  but  has  been  too  closely  wedded  to  his 
business  affairs  to  consent  to  the  use  of  his  name 
for  political  preferment.  He  has  not,  however, 
been  averse  to  the  assumption  of  duties  in  local 
affairs,  which  would  not  interfere  too  seriously 
with  his  business,  and  has  held  various  local  offices. 
He  has  been  especially  interested  in  education,  and 
for  forty  years  or  longer  has  served  most  of  the 
time  as  a school  director.  Mr.  Case  was  a charter 
member  of  Barger  Lodge  No.  325,  F.  & A.  M.,  of 
Stroudsburg,  and  is  now  a prominent  member. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  Union  cause,  and  sent  a substitute  to  the 
front.  Pie  is  devoted  to  the  gun  and  rod,  and  his 
home  contains  many  trophies  of  his  skill  as  a hunt- 
er. He  takes  great  delight  in  the  season,  and  the 
extensive  entertainment  of  his  friends  who  are 
inclined  to  the  sport  of  the  field  and  lake  is  an  an- 
nual occurrence. 

Mr.  Case  was  married,  in  i860,  to  Miss  Har- 
riet S.  Abbott,  of  Bangor,  Maine,  daughter  of  Major 
Joseph  and  Sallie  (Lawrence)  Abbott.  To  our 
subject  and  wife  have  been  born  three  children: 
Frank  (now  Mrs.  Dr.  Rhoads)  ; Mittie  G.  (Mrs. 
W.  B.  Easton,  of  Summit,  N.  J.)  ; and  Isaac  S., 
Jr.,  lately  a student  at  Yale.  The  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject died  December  22,  1894,  mourned  by  a large 
circle  of  friends,  and  since  her  death  the  home  of 
Mr.  Case  has  been  presided  over  by  his  accomplished 
daughter,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Easton.  The  home  bears 
every  evidence  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  truly 
attests  the  character  of  the  owner.  Though  de- 
prived in  his  youth  of  educational  advantages,  he 
has  by  the  application  of  his  native  talents  won 
from  the  world  a brilliant  substitute.  He  possesses 
those  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  endear  him 
to  many  friends,  which  make  his  acquaintanceship 
sought  bv  men  of  influence  throughout  the  State. 
He  is  genial,  generous,  benevolent  and  enterprising. 
His  judgment  of  men  and  affairs  is  keen  and  un- 
erring. In  the  annals  of  Monroe  county  for  the 
past  half  century  he  typifies  its  highest  and  best 
citizenship. 

DANIEL  B.  OWEN.  Among  the  many  rep- 
resentatives of  railroad  interests  in  Matamoras,  Pike 
county,  this  gentleman  occupies  a prominent  posi- 
tion. He  was  born  at  Pine  Bush,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  June  8,  1851,  but  when  a mere  child  came  with 
his  parents  to  Pike  county,  Penn.  His  father,  Levi 
Owen,  was  also  a native  of  Orange  county,  born  in 
1810.  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  When  a young 
man  he  traveled  through  portions  of  southeastern 
New  York  selling  clocks,  but  during  his  residence- 
in  Pike  county  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  oper- 
ating a farm  in  Milford  township.  He  died  at  Mil- 
ford in  May,  1892.  He  was  twice  married,  first  in 
New  York  to  Sarah  Jane  Sloat,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children : George,  who  died  in  Pine  Bush, 

Orange  county;  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of  John  Chillis, 
of  Pine  Bush,  and  James,  a soldier  of  the  Union 
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armv,  who  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg. 
In  Milford,  Penn.,  Levi  Owen  wedded  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Harrell,  who  is  still  residing  at  that  place,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years.  She  is  the  youngest  child 
of  Daniel  Burrell,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  and 
earlv  settlers  of  Pike  county,  whose  other  children 
were  Daniel,  who  served  as  major  in  the  Civil  war 
and  is  now  a resident  of  Westminster,  Md. ; Susan, 
wife  of  George  Olmstead,  living  near  Milford, 
Penn.,  and  Mary,  wife  of  William  McCarthey,  of 
Sawkill,  Pike  county.  Daniel  B.  is  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  six  children,  the  others  being  Edward,  a 
resident  of  Milford,  Penn. ; John,  a tinsmith,  of  that 
place:  Levi,  a farmer  of  Milford  township;  Ida,  a 
resident  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  Mary,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Milford 
township,  Pike  county,  and  though  he  only  attended 
the  public  schools  for  six  weeks,  he  was  taught  at 
home  by  his  father,  who  was  a man  of  considerable 
learning.  He  began  life  for  himself  at  Lackawaxen, 
Pike  county,  where  he  tended  a lock  on  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  canal,  and  also  worked  for  a farmer  in 
Lackawaxen  township  At  the  end  of  two  years  he 
went  to  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1869  commenced 
railroading  on  the  Erie  line,  serving  as  brakeman 
on  the  Delaware  division  of  that  road  for  three 
years.  He  was  then  a brakeman  on  the  New  York 
division,  and  afterward  a flagman  until  1879,  when 
he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  freight  con- 
ductor, which  he  still  holds.  - Politically  he  follows 
in  the.  footsteps  of  his  father,  voting  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  he  always  takes  an  active  and  commend- 
able interest  in  public  affairs. 

On  March  27,  1871,  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Owen  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriett 
Billings,  who  was  born  November  18,  1850,  a daugh- 
ter of  Oliver  and  Jane  (Gifford)  Billings,  both  now 
deceased.  Her  father  was  a native  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  in  his  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren : Jane,  wife  of  Palmer  Hinkley,  of  Equinunk, 
Wayne  county;  John,  a farmer  of  the  same  county; 
Alice,  wife  of  Theodore  Barriger,  of  Hancock,  N. 
Y. ; Adeline,  wife  of  Coe  Decker,  of  Matamoras, 
Penn. ; Henry,  who  was  in  California  when  last 
heard  from;  Harriett,  wife  of  our  subject,  and  Na- 
than, a carpenter  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Six  chil- 
dren blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen, 
namely:  Blanche,  born  October  21,  1872,  is  a 

nurse  in  the  hospital  at  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; Grace, 
born  August  5,  1874,  died  August  5,  1875;  Leah 
Belle,  born  August  7,  1876,  is  at  home;  Effie,  born 
November  27,  1879,  is  a nurse  in  the  Metropolitan 
Hospital  of  New  York  City,  and  Albert,  born  Octo- 
ber 28,  t886,  and  Agnes,  born  June  2,  1890,  are  both 
at  home. 

NA  THANIEL  P.  DENNIS,  one  of  the  thrifty, 
prosperous  farmers  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  owns  and  conducts  a fine  tract  of  100  acres 
situated  one  mile  west  of  Boyd’s  Mills,  where  he  has 
resided  for  over  thirty  years.  Mr.  Dennis  has 


passed  all  his  active  life  in  this  vicinity,  but  he  is 
a native  of  England,  born  in  1842  in  Cornwall,  and 
his  parents,  John  and  Sallie  A.  (Pethick)  Dennis, 
were  also  born  in  that  country. 

John  Dennis  was  reared  and  married  in  his  na- 
tive country,  and  his  family  consisted  of  five  chil- 
dren when  he  set  sail  for  the  New  World,  where  he 
had  determined  to  try  his  fortune.  In  October, 
1847,  he  located  near  Riley ville,  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  where  he  resided  for  about  four  years,  farm- 
ing for  Stephen  Hopkins.  In  1851  he  removed  to 
Four  Story  Hill,  in  Damascus  township,  where  he 
lived  another  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  bought  fifty  acres  of  wild  land  in  the  township, 
on  which  he  erected  a house  and  barn  and  com- 
menced clearing.  Later  he  purchased  a fiftv-eight- 
acre  tract  adjoining,  making  a farm  of  108  acres, 
to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  devoted  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  establishing  himself,  in  time,  in  a com- 
fortable home  and  acquiring  by  earnest  and  unre- 
mitting labor  a valuable  property.  He  died  in  1890, 
preceded  to  the  grave  by  his  wife,  who  passed  away 
in  1881.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
viz.:  (1)  Henry,  born  in  England  in  1838,  resides 
in  Oregon  township  where  he  owns  a good  farm ; 
he  married  Miss  Annie  McCarthy,  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  has  a family  of  four  children — Frank,  Will- 
iam, Sadie  and  Ernest.  (2)  Annie, born  in  Cornwall, 
England,  in  1840,  became  the  wife  of  Abram  Knapp, 
of  Wayne  county,  and  they  resided  in  Damascus, 
where  she  died  in  1876,  leaving  four  children — Ella  ; 
Iona,  Mrs.  August  Smith,  of  Damascus ; Elwood, 
who  is  married  and  lives  on  the  homestead ; and 
Burton,  married,  who  resides  in  Dyberry.  (3) 
Nathaniel  P.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  (4) 
William,  born  in  England,  was  drowned  when  a 
young  man  in  Penn  Wardens  Lake,  in  Oregon 
township.  (5)  Samuel,  born  in  England,  was 
drowned  at  Carbondale,  while  boating  on  the  lake. 
(6)  John,  born  in  Lebanon  in  1846,  married  Miss 
Eunice  Roberts,  of  Wayne  county,  and  has  five 
children — Bertha,  Edith,  Howard,  Hattie  and 
Mabel.  They  make  their  home  in  Scranton.  (7) 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Parson  Smith,  of  Damascus. 
They  have  no  children  (8  ) Iamsen  B.  is  the  wife 
of  Leavitt  Holgate,  and  they  reside  in  Honesdale 
with  their  family  of  three  children — Chester,  Lulu 
and  Ella.  (9)  Charles,  who  married  Miss  Rachel 
Blair.  owns  a farm  of  about  seventy-five  acres,  and 
lives  in  Lebanon  township ; he  has  one  son.  ( 10) 
Hattie  became  the  wife  of  Harrv  Dennis,  who  was 
born  in  England,  and  they  now  reside  in  Carbon- 
dale,  Lackawanna,  Co.,  Penn.  They  have  no  family. 

Nathaniel  P.  Dennis  attended  the  public  schools 
in  the  neighborhood  of  his  home  during  his  boy- 
hood, and  from  his  earliest  years  had  been  inured 
to  agricultural  Work,  commencing  to  assist  his  father 
when  a mere  child.  He  worked  on  various  farms 
in  the  county  until  his  marriage,  on  February  28, 
1865,  to  Miss  Phoebe  J.  Simonson,  of  Damascus, 
who  was  a daughter  of  A\  ashington  and  Rachel 
Simonson.  Her  father  was  a native  of  New  Jersey, 
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married  in  Lackawaxen,  and  subsequently  lived  in 
Hawley,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years. 
The  mother  was  later  married  to  Joseph  Soite,  who 
resides  in  Honesdale.  Mrs.  Dennis  was  one  of 
eight  children,  viz. : Thomas  A.,  married  to  Gertrude 
Van  Kuren,  residing  at  White  Lake,  N.  Y. ; Phoebe, 
Mrs.  Dennis ; Asa,  married  and  residing  in  Buffalo, 
N Y. ; Hannah,  widow  of  George  Lakin,  of  Scran- 
ton; Harrison  W.,  living  in  East  Branch,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  is  married  and  has  four  children; 
William,  a resident  of  New  York  City,  married  and 
has  four  children ; Maria,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Daniels,  of  Hawley,  and  has  one  daughter,  Florence  ; 
and  John,  married  and  living  in  Pike  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  year  following  his  marriage,  1866,  Mr. 
Dennis  moved  to  the  home  which  he  has  since  oc- 
cupied in  Damascus  township,  and  which  after  many 
vears  of  toil  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  most  highly 
improved  and  desirable  farms  in  this  section.  He 
has  cleared  a large  part  of  the  land,  erected  a house, 
barn  and  other  outbuildings  and  made  many  other 
substantial  improvements,  all  of  which  have  ma- 
terially increased  the  value  and  appearance  of  the 
place.  His  noble  wife  has  shared  with  him  all  the 
hardships  and  drawbacks  which  are  invariably  to 
be  met  with  in  the  arduous  work  of  converting  a 
piece  of  wild  land  into  a profitable  farm,  but  they 
have  gained  prosperity  by  their  united  efforts,  and 
they  are  highly  respected  among  their  neighbors  and 
friends  as  hard-working  people  and  good  managers, 
who  have  richly  deserved  the  reward  which  their 
toil  has  brought  them.  Ten  children  have  been  born 
to  this  couple,  four  of  whom — Theodore,  Everett, 
Avis  and  Frank — died  in  childhood.  Dorsey  Mary, 
born  in  April,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  Wilbert  Calkins, 
of  Boyd’s  Mills.  Emmet  Roy,  born  in  December, 
1871.  received  a good  common-school  education  and 
afterward  learned  the  blacksmith  trade,  which  he 
is  now  engaged  in,  living  at  Kennebec  Corners ; he 
married  Miss  Ada  Kimble,  of  Damascus.  Minnie 
E.,  born  in  August,  1873,  received  a good  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  is  now  following  dressmak- 
ing in  Carbondale,  Penn.  William  Edwin,  born  in 
July,  1875,  is  learning  the  blacksmith  trade  with  his 
brother  Emmet ; he  is  unmarried.  Samuel  Irwin, 
born  in  March,  1877,  is  at  home  with  his  parents. 
P'red  (twin  of  Frank),  born  in  1881,  is  still  at  school. 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Dennis  are  earnest  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  they  are  known  to  all  as  Christian 
citizens,  always  readv  to  aid  with  their  means  and 
influence  any  worthy  cause  for  the  moral  or  material 
advancement  of  the  community.  Mr.  Dennis  is  an 
ardent  Democrat  in  political  faith,  and  he  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  local  public  affairs. 

URIAH  TRANSUE,  a well-known  carpenter 
residing-  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  one  of  the  honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war, 
was  born  in  Shawnee,  in  the  same  township,  July 
24,  1832,  a son  of  Isaac  E.  and  Elizabeth  (Titus) 
Transue,  the  former  a native  of  Bucks  county, 
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Penn.,  the  later  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Elias  Transue,  was  of  French 
descent,  born  in  the  United  States,  llis  father  was 
one  of  the  Huguenots,  who  fled  France  at  the  time 
of  the  French  revolution.  The  family  located  in 
Bucks  county,  Penn.,  but  at  an  early  day  three  of  the 
sons  came  to  Monroe  county,  Elias  and  John  set- 
tling at  Shawnee,  and  Jacob  near  Stroudsburg. 
All  made  for  themselves  homes  in  Smithfield 
township.  Elias  took  up  a large  amount  of  gov- 
ernment land  and  cleared  an  extensive  tract,  con- 
verting it  into  a good  farm.  He  reared  a large 
family  of  children,  namely : Anthony  lived  and  died 
in  Smithfield  township;  John  died  in  Bradford 
county,  Penn. ; Abram  lived  for  some  years  in 
Monroe  county,  and  then  removed  to  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.,  where  his  death  occurred;  Jacob,  a 
miller  by  trade,  lived  for  some  time  in  Smithfield 
townhip,  but  spent  his  last  years  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  J. ; Lanor  was  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Kiper,  of  New 
\ork  State;  Katie  married  Joseph  Price,  and  moved 
to  Ohio;  Rachel  was  the  wife  of  Jacob  Yetter,  of 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county;  Bar- 
bara married  Philip  Shively,  and  died  in  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county;  Susan  married  Michael 
Hardenstein,  and  died  in  Stroudsburg ; Mary  wed- 
ded William  Fish,  and  died  in  Bradford  county ; 
and  Isaac  completes  the  family.  All  married  and 
nearly  all  reared  families  of  their  own. 

Isaac  Transue,  our  subject's  father,  spent 
almost  his  entire  life  in  Shawnee  following  his 
trade  of  shoemaking,  and  there  died  in  1879.  His 
worthy  wife  then  made  her  home  with  our  subject 
until  she,  too,  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1887. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children : ( 1 ) 
Sarah,  born  in  Smithfield  township,  in  April, 
1826,  is  now  the  widow  of  Alfred  Stephens,  of 
Plymouth,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn,  where  she  and  her 
family  still  reside.  (2)  Jane,  born  in  Shawnee,  in 
May,  1888,  is  a resident  of  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
in  Monroe  county,  and  the  widow  of  Jeffrey  Ten- 
ner, who  enlisted  in  Company  G,  142nd  P.  Y.  I., 
and  died  in  the  service  of  his  country  during  the 
Civil  war ; he  left  three  children  who  are  still  liv- 
ing— Elizabeth,  Hannah  and  Charles.  (3)  Cather- 
ine, born  in  Monroe  county  August  24,  1830,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Cortwright,  of  Warren,  N.  J.,  and 
with  their  family  they  now  reside  in  Greene,  Iowa. 
(4)  LYiah,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth.  (5)  Martin,  born  in  1834,  married  Harriet 
Christian,  and  follows  the  mason's  trade  in  Sinith- 
field  township ; they  have  two  children — Caroline, 
now  the  wife  of  William  Snyder,  of  Warren  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  and  Flora,  wife  of  Myron  Detrich,  of 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  countv.  (6)  Hannah 
M.,  born  in  1838,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Doll,  of 
Jackson,  Monroe  county,  and  they  have  seven  chil- 
dren— Harry,  Anna.  Katie,  Grant,  Edward,  Lizzie 
and  Will.  (7)  Ananias,  born  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship in  1840,  was  a member  of  Company  G,  142nd 
P.  V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war,  and  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  after  which  he  was  dis- 
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charged  on  account  of  physical  disability,  lie  mar- 
ried Sarah  Walter,  of  Smithfield  township,  and 
resides  at  Shawnee,  where  lie  owns  a home;  his 
children  are  Walter,  Charles,  Maggie  and  Alta. 
(8)  Aramilla,  born  in  Smithfield  township,  in  1842, 
married  George  Merian,  of  New  Jersey,  who  died 
in  1870,  leaving  two  children — Maggie,  now  the 
wife  of  J.  Eliot;  and  George.  The  mother  subse- 
quently married  David  Conklin,  alsd  of  New  Jer- 
sey, who  died  in  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  in  1890,  leav- 
ing four  children — Lizzie,  Roscoe,  Martha  and 
Mabel.  (9)  Findley,  born  in  1844,  married  a Miss 
Donbrazer,  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  who 
died  leaving  one  son,  Bradley,  and  he  later  wedded 
Frances  Beers,  of  Bradford  county,  where  they  now 
live;  they  have  one  child,  Georgie. 

Reared  at  the  old  home  in  Shawnee,  Uriah 
Transue  received  a fair  district-school  education 
and  when  a young  man  was  apprenticed  with  Rich- 
ard Benjamin  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  to 
which  he  has  since  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his 
attention.  J11  1853  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Smith,  of  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, a daughter  of  Rudolph  Smith,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Monroe  county.  He  then  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  December,  1861,  when  he 
entered  the  service  of  his  country  as  a member  of 
Company  K,  90th  P.  V.  I.,  to  assist  in  putting  down 
the  rebellion.  After  being  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  at  Philadelphia,  the  regiment 
was  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  it  was  as- 
signed to  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen.  Mc- 
Dowell. They  built  the  railroad  from  Aqua  creek 
to  Fredericksburg.  At  Falmouth  Mr.  Transue 
was  taken  ill  with  bilious  and  intermittent  fever 
and  sent  to  the  Alexandria  hospital,  May  7,  1862, 
rejoining  his  regiment  October  8,  same  year,  at 
Sharpsburg,  after  the  battle  of  Antietam,  and  re- 
maining with  it  until  honorably  discharged  in  Janu- 
ary, 1865.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, spent  the  winter  of  1862-63  at  Pratts, 
Va.,  and  the  following  spring  was  with  Gen.  Burn- 
side in  the  march  of  “Stick  in  the  Mud.”  The 
regiment  was  on  tire  extreme  left  in  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville,  and  after  their  retreat  across  the 
Rappahannock  to  Warrington  Junction,  Gen.  Lee 
marched  into  Pennsylvania,  bringing  on  the  famous 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  the  losses  were  heavy 
on  both  sides,  but  the  Union  forces  were  victorious. 
Following  this  the  90th  P.  A'.  I.  met  the  enemy  at 
Hagerstown,  then  crossed  the  river  near  Harper’s 
Ferry,  proceeded  to  Centerville  and  on  to  War- 
rington Junction.  Near  Fredericksburg  they  again 
crossed  the  Rappahannock  to  Culpeper  Court 
House,  where  some  of  the  advanced  troops  met  the 
enemy,  and  then  were  in  winter  quarters  until 
March  1.  1864.  The  campaign  of  that  year  was 
opened  with  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  where  the 
90th  P.  Y.  I.  was  filled  up  with  conscripts.  In 
April,  1864.  Air.  Transue  was  detailed  with  others 
as  commissary  guard  on  the  Rapidan  river  at  Aline 
creek,  where  he  remained  on  duty  until  finallv  dis- 


charged in  January,  1865,  with  the  honors  of  a 
! brave  and  gallant  soldier. 

Returning  to  Monroe  county,  where  he  had 
left  his  wife  and  three  children,  Mr.  Transue  super- 
intended the  farm  of  J.  D.  Labar  for  five  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1872.  During 
the  following  six  years  he  worked  at  his  trade  in 
Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
returned  to  Monroe  county,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  Here  his  wife  died,  leaving  four 
children:  (1)  Charles,  born  in  Monroe  county,  in 

1858,  married  Ida  Alichaels,  and  resides  in  Aliddle 
Smithfield  township,  where  he  follows  the  black- 
smith’s trade.  He  has  three  children — Cora,  Pres- 
ton and  Emma.  (2)  Lovenia,  born  in  Alonroe 
county,  in  i860,  is  now  the  wife  of  Theodore  Wel- 
ter, chief  of  police  of  Stroudsburg,  and  they  have 
two  children — May  and  Charles.  (3)  Clarence, 
born  in  1866,  married  Susan  Plattenburg,  of  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  live  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  follows  boiler-making ; their 
children  are  Adda  and  Ernest.  (4)  Elnora,  born  in 
1868,  married  Jacob  Anthony,  of  Stroud  township, 
and  they  reside  near  Spragueville.  Their  children 
are  Norman,  Minnie  and  Gracie. 

In  March,  1889,  Air.  Transue  married  Aliss 
Clara  E.  Titus,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Susan  (Alil- 
ler)  Titus,  prominent  early  settlers  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, Monroe  county.  The  Titus  family  is  of  En- 
glish descent,  and  was  first  founded  in  Titusville, 
Penn.,  whence  they  came  to  Alonroe  'county,  loca- 
ting in  Jackson  township.  Daniel  Titus  was  a sol- 
dier of  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  the  service  of  his 
country  in  March,  1865.  His  children  were  : Lucy, 
now  the  wife  of  David  AIcDonald,  of  Butte  county. 
Cal. ; Alary,  wife  of  Elbridge  Engler,  of  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.;  Clara  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  John 
W.,  a resident  of  Mitchell  county,  Iowa;  Franklin, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Iowa ; Jennie,  who  re- 
sides with  her  sister  in  California ; and  Hattie,  wife 
of  Rev.  P.  J.  King,  of  Manayunk,  Philadelphia. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Transue  have  a pleasant  home  in 
Smithfield  township,  and  it  has  been  brightened  by 
three  children:  Susan  Ilena,  born  August  18,  1890; 
Paul  Irvin,  born  June  24,  1893;  and  Fred  S.,  born 
Alarch  10,  1897.  The  parents  are  both  earnest 
Christian  people,  take  a prominent  and*  active  part 
in  all  Church  work,  and  are  identified  with  Union 
Chapel  at  Hauserville,  while  Air.  Transue  is  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  managers.  His  political  sup- 
port is  given  the  Prohibition  party,  and  he  never 
withholds  his  aid  from  any  enterprise  which  he  be- 
lieves calculated  to  benefit  his  fellow  man.  A loval 
and  patriotic  citizen  in  times  of  war,  he  is  equally 
true  to  his  duties  of  citizenship  in  times  of  peace, 
and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  entire  community 
in  which  he  lives. 

FREDERICK  KESTTNG  is  one  of  the  highly 
esteemed  citizens  of  Alatamoras,  Pike  county, 
wuose  early  home  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 


CGI 


Atlantic,  His  grandfather,  William  Resting,  was 
a native  of  Mengeringhausen,  Germany.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Augusta  Lerpst,  and  their  son,  Charles, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  the  above  village,  prin- 
cipality of  Waldeck,  April  27,  1827,  was  the  father 
of  our  subject.  When  a young  man  he  entered  the 
German  army,  and  remained  in  the  service  for 
fourteen  years,  attaining  to  the  rank  of  sergeant. 
He  participated  in  the  Rebellion  of  1848^  the 
war  with  Denmark  in  1864,  the  war  with  Austria 
in  1866,  and  the  Franco-Prussian  war  in  1870-71, 
and  he  was  five  times  wounded.  After  leaving 
the  army  he  was  appointed  a government  inspector 
of  breweries  and  distilleries;  later  was  revenue 
collector  for  seven  years,  and  a custom  house  offi- 
cer for  thirteen  years.  He  married  Wilhelmena, 
daughter  of  Carl  Hauschildt,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Charles,  who  is 
married  and  is  a prosperous  grocer  in  Germany, 
having  been  in  business  since  1884;  Henrietta,  wife 
of  Frank  Driller,  a tinsmith,  of  Matamoras,  Penn. ; 
Frederick,  our  subject ; Martin,  who  is  engaged  in 
business  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; Lena,  wife  of  Frank 
Houghton,  a saddler  of  Diisburg,  Germany;  and 
Robert,  who  is  a corporal  in  the  German  army,  and 
has  been  in  the  service  for  six  years.  The  father 
died  October  4,  1883.  and  the  mother,  who  was 
born  November  20,  1833,  died  October  17,  1878. 

Frederick  Resting  is  also  a native  of  Menger- 
inghausen, Germany,  born  May  10,  1859,  but  when 
eleven  years  old  went  to  Carbach,  Germany.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  a machin- 
ist to  learn  the  trade,  which  was  accomplished  in 
three  years,  and  lie  later  worked  at  same  for  some 
years  in  several  different  cities  in  Germany.  In 
1879  be  was  drafted,  and  for  four  years  served  in 
the  German  army,  holding  the  rank  of  corporal 
during  the  last  year.  When  discharged  he  resumed 
work  at  his  trade,  and  was  thus  employed  until  com- 
ing to  the  New  World,  in  1884.  He  located  at 
Matamoras,  Penn.,  and  soon  after  his  arrival 
secured  employment  at  his  trade  in  the  Erie  shops 
at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  a position  he  still  holds. 

At  Matamoras,  Mr.  Resting  was  married, 
December  28,  1885,  to  Miss  Barbara  Moses,  a native 
of  Baden,  Germany,  and  a daughter  of  William 
Moses,  who  owned  a large  vineyard  in  Baden. 
Five  children  blessed  this  union : Minnie,  born 

September  20,  1886:  Frederick,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  months;  Carl,  born  May  21,  1889;  Fred- 
die, born  January  5,  1892:  and  Sophia,  born  March 
7,  1896.  The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  Church  of  Port  Jervis,  and  they 
have  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know  them.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Resting  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  now 
efficiently  serving  his  first  term  as  school  director 
of  Westfall  township.  Pike  county. 

HIRAM  P.  L.OOMIS.  The  Loomis  family 
has  from  early  pioneer  days  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  growth  and  development  of  Wayne 
county.  Our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  back  for 


nine  generations,  the  first  of  whom  he  has  any  record 
being  Joseph  Loomis,  who  was  born  about  1590,  and 
was  a woolen  draper  in  Braintree,  Essex,  England. 
Deciding  to  try  his  fortune  in  America,  he,  with  his 
five  sons  and  three  daughters,  sailed  from  London, 
April  11,  1638,  in  the  ship  “Susan  and  Ellen.”  He 
died  November  25,  1658.  From  him  to  our  subject 
in  direct  line  are  Joseph,  Nathaniel,  David,  Aaron, 
Ephraim,  and  Reuben. 

Reuben  Loomis  (our  subject's  father)  was  born 
October  9,  1785,  in  Torrington  township,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1848.  He  married  Miss  Sal- 
lie  Westlin,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Erastus,  born  April  9,  1810,  died  Decem- 
ber 31,  1894;  Oliver  IT . , born  in  1812,  died  Decem- 
ber 25,  1838;  Daniel  D.,  born  in  1814,  died  in  1841  ; 
Reuben  F.,  born  June  18,  1817,  died  June  1,  1833; 
Hiram  P.  is  next  in  the  family;  Mariette,  born  Jan- 
uary 2,  1821,  died  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county, 
in  1848;  and  Lucretia,  born  December  5,  1832,  is  the 
wife  of  Rensselaer  Stephenson,  of  Peckville,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  December 
9,  1819,  at  Alt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-nine  purchased  a farm  in  Clinton 
township,  which  he  successfully  operated  for  sev- 
eral years.  The  following  three  years  he  spent  in 
Delaware,  and  he  afterward,  for  one  and  one-half 
years,  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Carbondale, 
Penn.  Removing  his  business  interests  to  Alden- 
ville,  Wayne  county,  he  continued  merchandising 
at  that  place  for  five  years,  and  then  returned 
to  the  old  homestead  in  Wayne  county,  where 
he  owns  250  acres  of  valuable  and  well  improved 
land.  Upon  this  farm  Mr.  Loomis  erected  a beauti- 
ful residence  at  a cost  of  $5,000,  and  the  outbuild- 
ings alone  are  valued  at  $2,000.  A sawmill,  belong- 
ing to  the  estate,  was  burned  in  1896,  at  a loss  of 
$1,500,  but  it  is  now  being  rebuilt  by  some  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  family.  This  model  farm 
is  stocked  with  four  horses,  thirty  head  of  cattle,  be- 
sides calves  and  hogs. 

At  Aldenville,  May  20,  1846,  Mr.  Loomis  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura  Griswold,  and 
together  they  have  traveled  life’s  journey  for  over 
half  a century,  sharing  its  joys  and  sorrows,  its  ad- 
versity and  prosperity.  Her  parents  were  Francis 
and  Jane  (Loomis)  Griswold,  the  former  a native 
of  Massachusetts,  and  an  honored  pioneer  of  Clinton 
township,  Wayne  county.  In  the  Griswold  family 
were  six  children,  namely:  Louis,  born  January  31, 
1822,  died  January  6,  1832;  Alvin,  born  April  22, 
1824,  died  in  New  York  State  in  September,  1849; 
Laura,  born  July  7,  1826,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Louisa,  born  November  2,  1828,  is  the  wife  of  H.  B. 
Cutris ; Nathan,  born  March  21,  1832,  is  a resident 
of  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county;  and  Homer, 
born  March  14,  1835,  died  April  1,  1874. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loomis  are 
as  follows:  Theron  O.,  born  February  25.  1848,  is 
a resident  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Oliver  G.,  born  Au- 
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gust  1 6,  1857,  died  April  23,  1862;  Helen  A.,  born 
February  25,  i860,  died  November  17,  same  year; 
and  brands  E.,  born  December  17,  1861,  wedded 
Mary  E.  Pavnter,  and  has  five  children — Flora, 
Herbert,  Nettie,  Floyd  and  Laura.  Francis  E. 
Loomis  is  an  energetic  and  progressive  young  man, 
now  successfully  engaged  in  lumbering. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  reared  under  Democratic  in- 
fluences, but  seeing  that  Republican  principles  more 
closely  agreed  with  his  political  ideas,  he  has  for 
more  than  fifty  years  supported  the  platform  of  the 
"grand  old  party.”  He  has  never  sought  public 
favor,  but  has  capably  filled  most  of  the  township 
offices,  being  assessor  four  years,  town  clerk,  over- 
seer of  the  poor  and  school  director.  Religiously 
he  and  his  family  are  connected  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  the  social  world  occupy  a prominent 
position. 

JOHN  F.  KEARNEY  has  been  a resident  of 
Wayne  county  for  half  a century,  and  he  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  interests  of  Hawley, 
where  he  makes  his  home,  for  many  years.  Since 
1890  he  has  lived  retired,  enjoying  a well-earned 
rest  after  a long  career  of  constant  industry,  during 
which  he  became  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens  of 
his  adopted  town  and  gained  an  honorable  place 
among  its  respected  self-made  men. 

Air.  Kearney  is  an  Irishman  by  birth,  born 
January  2,  1834,  in  County  Mayo,  where  his  par- 
ents and  grandparents  were  also  born.  His  father, 
John  F.  Kearney,  was  the  son  of  Mathew  and  Marv 
(Loftus)  Kearney,  who  passed  their  entire  lives 
in  Ireland,  engaged  in  farming.  In  County  Mayo 
he  met  and  married  Mary  Carlan,  whose  parents, 
John  and  Phoebe  (Narey)  Carlan,  were  also  farm- 
ing people  in  that  county,  and  they  made  their  home 
in  Ireland  until  1848,  in  which  year  they  came  with 
their  family  to  the  United  States,  locating  first  in 
Llonesdale,  Wayne  county,  Penn.  Several  months 
later  the}-  moved  to  Carbondale,  where  Mr.  Kearney 
had  a contract  from  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  to 
build  a road  bed,  and  after  two  years’  residence  there 
they  came  to  Hawley,  making  their  home  in  this 
place  for  three  years,  during  which  period  Mr. 
Kearney  continued  in  the  employ  of  the  same  com- 
pany, loading  boats,  etc.  After  that  the  family  set- 
tled on  a farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  on  the 
farm  in  1872,  when  he  was  seventy-five  years  of  age. 
The  mother  died  there  five  years  later,  aged  seventy- 
three  years.  1 heir  remains  rest  at  Hill  Top,  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children,  viz. : Mathew,  who  now  owns  and  car- 
ries on  the  farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township;  John  F., 
of  Hawley;  Mary,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Loftus,  a shoemaker,  of  Moberlv,  AIo. ; 
Patrick,  residing  at  Forest  City,  Penn.,  where  he 
has  a meat  market ; and  Alartin,  the  only  child  born 
in  the  United  States,  who  died  in  i8qq  in  California. 
The  parents  were  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


Mr.  Kearney  became  an  influential  and  well-known 
man  in  the’  neighborhood  of  his  home,  and  held 
several  offices  of  trust  and  importance  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township.  Fie  was  a Democrat  politically. 

John  F.  Kearney  lived  with  his  parents  until 
their  removal  to  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  after  which 
he  remained  at  Hawley,  though  for  several  years.dur- 
ing  the  winter  months  when  work  here  was  scarce, 
he  would  work  on  the  farm  at  wood  chopping  or 
an_\-  other  employment  there  was  for  him.  For 
seven  years  he  held  the  position  of  foreman  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  and  he  also  worked  as 
gauger  of  boats  for  seven  years  until  the  company 
built  the  pockets,  continuing  with  them  afterward 
until  1886,  when  he  changed  to  the  Erie  Co.,  for 
whom  he  did  road  repairing  until  his  retirement 
from  active  labor  in  1890.  Mr.  Kearney's  industry 
and  steady  habits  made  him  valued  as  a worker  in 
whatever  capacity  he  was  engaged,  and  he  was  re- 
garded by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him  as  a 
reliable  and  trustworthy  man.  By  dint  of  economy 
and  shrewd  management  he  acquired  the  comfort- 
able competence  which  he  now  enjoys  deservedly, and 
he  occupies  a respected  position  among  the  prom- 
inent old  citizens  of  Hawley,  where  his  sociable  dis- 
position and  genuine  worth  have  gained  him  scores 
of  warm  friends.  On  June  21,  1898,  he  met  with 
a heavy  loss  by  fire,  covered  only  by  light  insurance. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  and 
he  is  a Catholic  in  religious  belief.  His  political 
influence  is  given  to  the  Democratic  party. 

On  October  15,  1859,  Air.  Kearney  was  united 
in  marriage,  at  Hawley,  with  Miss  Mary  Coughlin, 
Rev.  Filand  performing  the  ceremony,  and  they 
have  reared  a family  of  five  children,  namely:  James 
married  Catherine  Atkinson,  and  has  one  child, 
Mary ; he  is  in  the  wholesale  liquor  business  at 
Scranton,  Penn.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  William 
Bushwaller,  a glass  blower,  and  lives  in  Clyde,  N. 
Y. ; they  are  mentioned  elsewhere.  Ann  is  the 
widow  of  WillianyDunn  and  resides  with  her  par- 
ents ; she  had  one  child,  Lawrence,  who  is  dead. 
Francis  J.  lives  at  home.  Patrick  H.  is  mentioned 
below. 

Mrs.  Kearney  is  like  her  husband  a native  of 
County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  she  came  thence  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents,  Anthony  and  Mary 
(Harrison)  Coughlin,  in  1856.  The  family  set- 
tled at  Hawley,  Penn.,  where  Mr.  Coughlin  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  May,  i860;  he  was  sixty- 
three  years  of  age.  The  mother  followed  him  to  the 
grave  four  years  later,  at  the  ag_e  of  sixty-six. 
Both  were  interred  at  Hawlev.  Six  children  were 
born  to  them — Patrick,  who  lives  in  Pennsyl- 
vania ; Michael,  in  the  foundry  at  Scranton,  Penn.; 
Francis,  who  is  a stone  mason  of  Scranton  ; Ann, 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  James  FI.  Murohy, 
also  deceased;  James,  deceased;  and  Marv,  Mrs. 
Kearney.  Mrs.  Kearney's  grandparents,  Francis 
and  Catherine  (Mellet)  Coughlin  on  the  paternal 
side,  and  Peter  and  Ann  (Rown)  Harrison  on  the 
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maternal  side  passed  their  lives  in  County  Mayo, 
Ireland,  the  latter  engaged  in  farming. 

Patrick  H.  Kearney,  son  of  John  F.  and  Mary 
(Coughlin)  Kearney,  was  born  December  14,  1872, 
at  the  parental  home  in  Hawley,  and  has  spent  all  his 
life  in  that  place.  He  attended  school  up  to  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  and  after  his  fifteenth  year  he 
worked  during  vacations  for  H.  F.  Bea  in  his  gro- 
cery store  at  Hawley  until  his  literary  education  was 
completed.  After  leaving  school  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Erie  Railway  Co.  at  Hawley  in  his 
present  position,  that  of  recording  clerk  in  the  car 
repair  shops,  and  he  has  proved  a capable  and  steady 
man  for  this  work,  gaining  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  all  associated  with  him.  He  has  a wide 
acquaintance  among  the  younger  men  of  Hawlev 
and  vicinity,  with  whom  he  is  popular  and  well 
thought  of  as  an  agreeable  and  social  companion, 
honorable  and  straightforward  in  his  intercourse 
with  everybody.  In  fraternal  connection  he  is  a 
member  of  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  the  A.  O.  H.,  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  and  the  Nat.  P.  L.,  and  re- 
ligiously he  unites,  like  the  rest  of  the  family,  with 
the  Catholic  Church.  He  is  a Democrat  in  political 
preference. 

ALFRED  DECKER  has  held  the  position  of 
foreman  in  the  shops  of  the  Erie  Railway  Co. at  Haw- 
ley, Wayne  county,  since  January,  1864,  and  during 
his  many  years  of  service  in  this  responsible  capacity 
he  has  gained  the  confidence  of  his  employers  as  a 
man  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  and  made  an 
enviable  reputation  among  his  fellow  citizens  in  this 
town.  Mr.  Decker  deserves  to  be  called  a self- 
made  man  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  term,  for  he  has 
worked  his  own  way  into  the  comfortable  circum- 
stances he  now  enjoys  and  attained  his  high  stand- 
ing by  virtue  of  his  genuine  worth,  which  is  recog- 
nized by  all  who  know  him,  either  in  a business  or 
friendly  way. 

Mr.  Decker  was  born  August  9,  1836,  in  Sus- 
sex county,  N.  J.,  and  he  is  a great-grandson  of 
Daniel  Decker,  a native  of  New  York  State,  who 
settled  in  Sussex  county  in  an  early  day  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  there.  He  was  a man  of 
means,  being  an  extensive  farmer  and  landowner 
in  Wallpack  township,  that  county,  where  he  had 
five  farms,  and  he  also  owned  slaves.  John  S. 
Decker,  brother  of  our  subject,  has  a copy  of  his 
will  in  which  he  bequeaths  his  most  valuable  slave, 
Diana,  to  his  son  John.  The  last  named  was  born 
in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  passed  all  his  life  there, 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  son  Abra- 
ham was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Eliza- 
beth Struble,  a daughter  of  John  Struble,  a farmer 
of  Sussex  county,  and  by  her  he  had  five  children, 
viz. : Julia,  now  the  widow  of  L.  L.  Hawk,  living 
in  Purcells,  I.  T. ; Alfred,  our  subject:  John  S.,  of 
Hawley;  Eveline,  deceased  in  1873.  the  wife  of 
Theodore  Winans,  a blacksmith,  who  now  lives  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J. ; and  Theodore,  a conductor 
on  the  Erie  road,  residing  at  Hornellsville.  N.  Y. 


The  mother  of  these  died  July  27,  1847,  and  was 
buried  in  Sussex  county,  and  Mr.  Decker  subse- 
quently wedded  Jane  Schoonover,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children — William,  who  is  a clerk  in  the 
employ  of  the  Jersey  Central  Railway  Co.  in  New 
York  City,  and  James,  whose  whereabouts  are  un- 
known. Mr.  Decker  was  a tailor  by  trade  and  fol- 
lowed that  business  while  in  New  Jersey,  but  in  his 
later  years  he  took  up  agricultural  pursuits  in  Leh- 
man township,  Pike  county,  Penn.,  whither  he  re- 
moved  with  his  family  in  1855.  There  he  died,  on 
July  u,  1881,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
and  he  was  buried  in  Milford,  Pike  county,  llis 
wife's  death  also  occurred  in  Lehman  township,  in 
April,  1887,  when  she  was  aged  seventy-one.  Mr. 
Decker  was  a man  of  quiet  disposition,  but  he  was 
persevering  and  industrious  in  everything  he  under- 
took, and  he  was  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

During  his  early  years  Alfred  Decker  led  the 
usual  life  of  a farmer  boy,  working  with  his  father 
until  lie  was  fourteen  years  old  and  after  that  for 
others,  receiving  at  first  but  $3.25  per  month  for 
his  services.  When  eighteen  he  commenced  to 
learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  three  years,  one  year  in  Sussex 
county  and  two  years  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Yr.,  which 
is  just  across  the  river  from  his  old  home  in  Pike 
county.  He  subsequently  worked  as  journeyman 
carpenter  in  Port  Jervis  until  1857,  when  he  went 
into  the  car  shops  at  that  place,  and  there  he  was 
employed  until  his  enlistment  in  April,  1861,  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  army.  He  -served  until  May, 

1863,  as  a member  of  Company  D,  18th  N.  Y.  Y.  I., 
under  Capt.  John  C.  McGinnis,  and  with  his  com- 
mand took  part  in  numerous  battles  and  skirmishes, 
among  others  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  the  seven 
days'  fight  at  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Freder- 
icksburg, Chancellorsville,  West  Point,  etc.  After 
his  discharge  Mr.  Decker  resumed  work  in  the  car 
shops  at  Port  Jervis,  continuing  there  until  January, 

1864,  when  he  was  sent  to  Hawley  as  foreman  of 
the  Erie  shops  here,  a position  which  he  has  since 
held  in  a most  creditable  manner.  Mr.  Decker  gives 
orders,  etc.,  and  looks  after  the  machinists’  work 
of  the  Erie  Co.  here,  discharging  his  duties  as  only 
a man  of  his  long  experience  and  excellent  judgment 
in  this  line  could.  He  has  been  a tireless  worker 
for  the  interests  of  his  employers,  and  deserves  the 
respect  which  is  paid  to  him  by  his  fellowmen  in 
Hawley,  where  he  has  a wide  acquaintance.  He  is 
regarded  as  a valuable  citizen  of  the  town,  one  whose 
intellect  and  force  of  character  are  appreciated  and 
carry  weight  wherever  he  is  known.  Mr.  Decker, 
though  interested  in  a loyal  and  public-spirited  way 
in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  town,  has  taken  no 
active  part  in  public  affairs  and  has  never  aspired 
to  office.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.andF.&A.  M.— Blue  Lodge, Chapter  and  Com- 
manderv— at  Port  Jervis.  His  political  sympathies 
are  with  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Decker  has  been  twice  married,  the  first 
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time  on  August  16,  1865,  at  Fort  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to 
Miss  Martha  M.  Johnston,  who  was  horn  in  1839, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Anne  ( I ’.orris ) Johnston,  of 
Huntingdon  county,  X.  J.  None  of  the  children 
born  to  this  union  lived,  and  on  April  I,  1883,  Mrs 
Decker  died,  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  Port  Jervis. 
(9n  November  26,  1887,  Mr.  Decker  wedded,  at  New 
York  City,  Miss  Anna  Dow,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Marv  Dow,  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  They 
have  no  children. 

MARTIN  REAFLER.  Few  men  are  more 
prominent- or  more  widely  known  in  the  enterprising 
borough  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  than  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  the  present  proprietor  of  the  “Reader 
Hotel".  He  has  been  an  important  factor  in  busi- 
ness circles,  and  his  popularity  is  well  deserved,  as  in 
him  are  embraced  the  characteristics  of  an  unbend- 
ing integrity,  unabated  energy  and  industry  that 
never  flags.  He  is  public-spirited,  and  thoroughly 
interested  in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  his  town  or  county. 

Mr.  Reafler  was  born  June  4,  1842,  in  Witten- 
berg, Germany,  whence  when  a child  of  six  years 
he  was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents,  Michael 
and  Barbara  (Bauman)  Reader,  who  located  in 
Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  the  father 
was  employed  as  a mason  for  two  years.  Removing 
to  Smith  Hill,  Oregon  township,  he  . worked  in  a 
tannery  until  i860,  and  then  settled  at  Cherry  Ridge, 
where  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  he  developed  a farm, 
making  it  his  home  until  called  to  his  Anal  rest  in 
1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  His  wife  died 
five  years  later  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Honesdale  cemetery.  They 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  of 
that  place,  and  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
who  know  them.  Of  their  children,  Martin  is  the 
eldest ; the  second  died  in  infancy ; Henry  is  a black- 
smith of  Hawley ; and  George,  who  remained  on  the 
old  homestead,  is  now  deceased.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Martin  Bauman,  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Honesdale,  where  he  died. 

At  the  early  age  of  nine  years  Martin  Reader 
started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and 
has  since  been  dependent  upon  his  own  exertions  for 
a livelihood,  driving  a horse  on  the  canal  the  drst 
summer.  He  then  worked  for  Gilbert  Palmer,  do- 
ing chores,  etc.,  until  twelve  years  of  age,  and  for  the 
following  four  years  was  bound  out  to  learn  the 
wheelwright’s  trade  with  William  Wicher,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  for  whom  he  afterward 
worked  as  a journeyman  for  one  year.  He  then 
spent  a few  months  at  the  home  of  his  parents  at 
Cherry  Ridge,  and  in  the  fall  of  i860  came  to  Haw- 
ley, where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  George  Schu- 
man  for  three  and  one-half  years.  He  then  bought 
out  his  employer,  and  successfully  engaged  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  for  eighteen  years,  often 
having  flve  men  working  under  him.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  sold  out  to  his  brother  Henry  and  J. 
H.  1 wigler,  and  for  the  following  flve  vears  engaged 


in  the  livery  business  in  Hawley.  After  disposing 
of  that  business  at  a heavy  loss,  he  went  to  New 
York  City,  where  for  one  season  he  was  engaged  in 
Inn  ing  and  selling  butter  and  eggs,  and  subsequently 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  for  one  year.  Going 
to  Cone)'  Island,  he  engaged  in  the  restaurant  busi- 
ness with  his  sister-in-law  for  a short  time,  and  then 
returned  to  Hawley  where  his  family  had  remained. 
In  1885  he  took  charge  of  the  “Wayne  County 
House,”  and  after  managing  it  for  four  years  for 
Mrs.  Herman  Frank,  he  leased  the  place,  successful- 
ly conducting  it  until  1896,  when  he  sold  the  stock 
and  fixtures  to  Miss  Altemus.  Two  months  later  he 
purchased  from  Jacob  F.  Seidler  what  was  formerly 
known  as  the  “German  Hotel,”  but  he  has  since 
changed  the  name  to  the  “Reader  Hotel.”  It  con- 
tains twenty-four  rooms,  all  elegantly  equipped  and 
up-to-date  in  appointment,  and  lighted  throughout 
with  electric  lights.  Mr.  Reader  has  always  been  a 
progressive,  enterprising  citizen,  and  in  1894  pur- 
chased water  power  for  the  purpose  of  starting  an 
electric  plant,  but  could  not  get  enough  stockholders 
to  aid  in  the  afifair.  He  then  sold  to  a Scranton  firm, 
who  organized  the  Hawley  Light  & Power  Co., 
which  is  now  doing  a large  and  profitable  business. 

Mr.  Reader  was  married  at  Honesdale,  June  12, 
1864,  to  Miss  Ida  Schurer,  a native  of  Saxony,  Ger- 
many, who  died  in  1865  and  was  buried  in  Eddy  cem- 
etery at  Hawley.  Martin,  the  only  child  born  to  them, 
died  in  infancy.  At  Hawley,  January  21,  1866,  Mr. 
Reader  married  Miss  Ida  Augusta  Schurer  (a  sis- 
ter to  his  first  wife),  Rev.  Arnold  officiating.  Nine 
children  bless  this  union:  Ida  B.  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  H.  Ehlert,  who  for  eighteen  years  has  been 
a clerk  in  the  Jay  Gould  Exchange,  New  York,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Augusta  H.  Lena  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Weehle,  who  is  employed  by  the  glass  works 
of  Hawley.  Anna  A.,  Amelia  A.,  Martha  B.,  Hilda 
C.,  William  J.,  Augusta  L.  and  Flora  C.  are  all  at 
home  with  their  parents. 

Mrs.  Reader  was  born  January  29,  1843,  in 
Stunning  Green,  Saxony,  Germany,  a daughter  of 
Christian  and  Cristiana  (Pleadner)  Schurer,  who 
in  1852  brought  their  family  to  the  New  World,  first 
locating  in  Hawley.  I11  his  native  land  the  father 
had  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  but  here  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Paupack  township,  Wavne 
county.  He  died  in  1857,  aged  sixty-three  years,  his 
wife  on  January  6,  1879,  aged  sixtv-six  years,  being 
laid  to  rest  in  the  cemeterv  at  Hawlev.  They  were 
members  of  the  German  Protestant  church,  and  in 
politics  the  father  was  a Democrat.  Their  children 
were  Charles,  who  is  now  living  retired;  Sophia, 
wife  of  Charles  Glutha,  who  conducts  a meat  market 
in  New  A ork  City;  Christiana,  wife  of  Alexander 
Goldbach,  a stone  mason  of  Hawley ; Caroline,  wife 
of  John  Glass,  a carpenter  ; Ida  Augusta,  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Ida,  his  first  wife,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years.  Mrs.  Reader’s  paternal  grand- 
father, C hristian  Schurer,  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Germany. 

Socially,  Mr.  Reader  is  a charter  member  of 
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Lackawaxen  Lodge  No.  667,  I.  O.  O.  I\,  of  HawT 
ley;  also  belongs  to  Lackawaxen  Encampment  No. 
30;  the  Heptasophs,  of  Honesdale,  No.  210;  is  a 
charter  member  of  High  Sun  Tribe  No.  326,  I.  O. 
R.  M. ; and  is  one  of  the  three  charter  members  of 
the  Maennerchor  Society  of  Hawley.  Religiously 
lie  is  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church.  At 
the  polls  he  always  supports  the  men  whom  he  con- 
siders best  qualified  to  fill  the  offices,  regardless  of 
party  affiliations,  and  for  seven  years  he  most  credit- 
ably served  as  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  for  four 
years  as  constable.  As  a citizen  he  meets  every  re- 
quirement, and  manifests  a commendable  interest  in 
everything  that  is  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  community. 

ERASTUS  T.  CADE,  one  of  the  respected 
well-to-do  farmers  of  Damascus  township  Wayne 
county,  is  a native  of  that  county,  born  October  4, 
1838,  in  Berlin  township,  where  his  father,  George 
Cade,  settled  in  an  early  day. 

George  Cade  was  born  and  reared  in  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  whence  when  a young  man  he  came 
west  to  Wavne  county,  Penn.,  here  marrying  Miss 
Dorcas  Smith,  daughter  of  William  Smith,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Berlin  township.  The  young  couple 
settled  on  land  in  the  township  which  Mr.  Cade  pur- 
chased, and  which  at  that  time  was  in  its  primitive 
state,  uncleared  and  uncultivated.  He  succeeded 
in  clearing  out  a home  for  his  family,  and  by  ardu- 
ous labor  had  the  work  of  cultivation  well  under 
way  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  iniSqi. 
His  death  was  accidental,  a tree  falling  on  him  while 
he  was  engaged  in  felling  timber  on  his  land.'  Four 
children  were  born  to  George  and  Dorcas  Cade, 
namely:  Lucinda  C.  and  Prudence  A.  (twins), 
Charles  W.  S.  and  Erastus  T.  Lucinda  married 
Holland  E.  Groom,  of  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  who 
died  some  years  ago  leaving  her  with  two  children — • 
George  and  Louisa.  Prudence  became  the  wife  of 
Henrv  Wood,  of  Damascus,  who  during  the  Civil 
war  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Onion  army,  as  a 
member  of  a Pennsylvania  regiment,  and  was 
starved  to  death  in  a Rebel  prison ; they  also  had 
two  children — George  and  Alonzo  B ; Mrs.  Prudence 
Wood  died  November  16,  1899.  Charles  enlisted 
during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  A,  49th  P.  V.  I., 
and  fought  throughout  his  term  of  service,  taking 
part  in  many  battles  and  serving  all  through  the 
Peninsular  campaign ; he  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Savage  Station  and  confined  in  Rebel  prison  four 
months : after  his  return  home  he  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Hall,  of  Beech  Creek,  Penn.,  and  they  now 
reside  in  McPherson,  Kans.,  where  he  owns  a large 
farm.  They  have  a family  of  five  children — Jessie, 
Carrie,  Bessie,  Tasie  and  Elsie.  Mrs.  Dorcas  Cade 
married  for  her  second  husband  a Mr.  1 little  of 
Wayne  county.  She  is  now  deceased. 

Erastus  T.  Cade  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
early  manhood  went  to  Clinton  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  engaged  in  lumbering  on  Beech  Creek,  following 


that  occupation  until  his  enlistment  in  the  spring 
of  186 r,  for  service  in  the  Union  army.  He  joined 
from  Clinton  county,  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
pany A,  49th  P.  Y.  I.,  under  Capt.  Green,  of  Miles- 
burg,  Center  county,  was  sworn  into  the  service  at 
Camp  Curtin,  Harrisburg,  and  from  there  pro- 
ceeded to  \ irginia,  where  they  were  assigned  to  the 
army  of. the  Potomac,  under  Hancock.  The  first 
engagement  in  which  our  subject  took  an  active 
part  was  the  battle  of  Gaines  Mills,  Va.,  and  he  was 
subsequently  all  through  the  Peninsular  campaign, 
in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  and  at  Fair  Oaks. 
He  was  wounded  in  front  of  Yorktown  while  on 
picket  duty,  was  in  the  battle  of  White  Oak  Swamp, 
and  continued  with  his  regiment  until  1863,  when  he 
was  retired  to  the  hospital  on  account  of  physical 
disability  and  he  was  honorably  discharged,  from 
the  convalescent  camp,  in  Virginia,  February,  1863. 
In  February,  1865,  he  again  enlisted,  this  time  be- 
coming a corporal  in  Company  G,  192nd  P.  V.  I., 
and  was  discharged  at  Harper’s  Ferry  August  24, 
1865.  His  army  record  is  an  enviable  one,  and  he, 
may  well  be  proud  of  the  part  he  had  in  the  great 
struggle  between  the  North  and  South. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army  Mr.  Cade 
came  to  Wayne  county,  shortly  afterward  going  to 
Beech  Creek  again  and  resuming  his  old  occupa- 
tion of  lumbering,  which  he  continued  there  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  1872  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Harriet  K.  Bitner,  of  Clinton  coun- 
tv,  whose  parents,  Abram  and  Mary  Bitner,  were 
prominent  among  the  early  settlers  of  Clinton 
county,  and  the  young  ccuple  made  their  home  in 
Beech  Creek  for  several  years,  finally  removing  to 
the  farm  in  Damascus  which  they  have  since  occu- 
pied. Mr.  Cade  had  bought  this  place  previous  to 
his  marriage,  and  he  has  been  constantly  engaged 
in  clearing  and  improving  ever  since  he  settled  there, 
at  the  present  time  enjoying  the  distinction  of  having 
one  of  the  best  conducted  farms  in  the  township. 
The  tract  consists  of  eighty-four  acres,  lying  two 
miles  north  of  Galilee,  and  was  known  as  the  Jacob 
Marks  farm.  In  1880  Mr.  Cade  erected  a com- 
modious two-story  dwelling,  and  in  1887  he  put  up 
a large  bank  barn,  besides  which  the  place  is  pro- 
vided with  all  the  other  necessary  outbuildings,  sub- 
stantial stone  walls  and  the  various  et  ceteras  which 
are  considered  essential  by  the  up-to-date  farmer. 
The  land  is  carefully  and  systematically  cultivated, 
and  brings  the  owner  a good  income. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cade  have  a family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Bertha  H.,  born  in  1873  iu  Clinton  coun- 
tv, now  living  in  Honesdale;  Alice  M.,  born  in  1874 
in  Clinton  county,  now  residing  in  St.  Augustine, 
Fla. ; George  Lincoln,  born  in  1875,  who  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Damascus  ; Harry  W.,  born  in  1876, 
who  enlisted  June  20,  1898,  in  Company  K,  nth 
U.  S.  Inf.,  and  went  with  his  regiment  to  Porto 
Rico,  where  he  became  ill  and  was  sent  home  on 
furlough  ; Edith  M.,  born  October  8,  1877-  now  with 
her  sister  in  St.  Augustine,  Fla. ; Charles  E.,  born 
August  13,  1879;  Garfield  E.,  born  November  12, 
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1880;  Ida  G.,  born  August  14,  1882;  and  Ernest 
Blaine,  born  in  January,  1885.  All  but  the  two  eld- 
est are  natives  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  coun- 
tv. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cade  have  the  respect  of  their 
neighbors  and  friends  everywhere  and  are  esteemed 
by  all  as  earnest  Christian  people,  always  ready  to 
do  a kindness  or  assist  in  an)-  benevolent  enterprise, 
especially  one  connected  with  the  Master's  cause, 
for  which  they  are  zealous  workers,  having  a firm 
faith  in  the  tenets  of  the  Christian  religion.  1 hey 
are  generous  and  unselfish  in  their  dealings  with  all, 
and  Mr.  Cade’s  business  reputation  is  equally  irre- 
proachable, his  associates  in  any  relation  of  life 
speaking  of  him  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect. 
In  political  affiliation  he  is  a stanch  Republican  and 
he  has  always  been  an  interested  worker  for  the 
party.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Farmers’ 
Alliance  No.  691,  Pennsylvania. 

J.  WEBSTER  HAUSE  is  a well-known  gen- 
eral farmer,  butter-maker  and  carpenter  of  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county,  one  who  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  promoting  its  substantial  improve- 
ment and  material  development.  As  a citizen  he 
ever  stands  ready  to  discharge  every  duty  devolv- 
ing upon  him,  and  wherever  known  is  honored  for 
his  sterling  worth. 

Mr.  Hause’s  paternal  grandfather  was  Joshua 
Hause,  a native  of  Germany,  who,  on  coming  to  the 
New  World,  took  up  his  residence  in  West  Vincent 
township,  Chester  Co.,  Penn.  He  had  married  in 
the  Fatherland,  and  there  his  eldest  son  was  born. 
In  his  family  were  three  sons — Daniel,  Isaac  and 
Joshua,  and  three  daughters — Margaret,  Anna  and 
Catharine. 

Daniel  Hause,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Chester  county,  in  1801,  and  there  and  in 
Juniata  county,  Penn.,  spent  his  entire  life.  By 
occupation  he  was  a laborer,  chiefly  employed  on 
masonry.  In  West  Pikeland,  Chester  county,  he 
was  married,  November  10,  1826,  to  Miss  Hannah 
Quay,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Esther  (Sherr) 
Quay,  who  were  of  Welsh  ancestry  and  distantly 
connected  with  Hon.  M . S.  Quay,  the  nominee  for 
United  States  senator  from  Pennsylvania.  Some 
of  Mrs.  Quay’s  brothers  and  sisters  were  kidnapped 
in  the  southern  part  of  this  State  and  taken  South, 
where  they  were  probably  sold  into  slavery,  as  no 
trace  was  ever  found  of  them.  The  father  of  our 
subject  died  December  18,  1861,  the  mother  on  De- 
cember 31,  1864.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
Sarah  Anna,  born  October  5,  1845,  married  David 
Woodland,  a carpenter  of  Chester  county.  I.  Web- 
ster, born  November  3,  1847.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  John,  born  February  18,  1850,  married 
Arabella  Bloomer,  and  is  a blacksmith  of  Royer's 
Ford,  Montgomery  Co.,  Penn. ; he  died  July  4,  1898. 
Mary,  born  January  14,  1853.  died  April  29,  1861. 
Lydia,  born  September  15,  1855,  is  the  wife  of 
George  Strough,  a miller  of  West  Vincent  town- 
ship, Chester  county.  Daniel,  born  November  28, 
1857,  died  May  18,  1861.  N.  E.,  born  February  20, 


i860,  is  a resident  of  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  and  the 
present  cataloguer  of  the  State  Library.  X.  E. 
Hause  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Jennie  Dil- 
worth,  a native  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  second  to  Sarah  V.  Taft,  who  was  born  in  Haw- 
ley. At  the  age  of  five  years  he  entered  an  Orphans’ 
Home,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  fourteen. 
The  education  obtained  there  was  supplemented  by 
a thorough  course  of  study  at  home,  and  he  became 
a successful  teacher,  first  in  the  country  schools  of 
Monroe  county,  later  in  the  Pitt  school,  in  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  the  graded  schools 
of  Honesdale.  He  was  deputy  prothonotary  under 
F.  V.  Carr,  of  that  place,  and  was  afterward  editor 
of  the  Hawley  Times  for  some  years,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  connected  with  the  State  Library, 
having  first  been  appointed  messenger  by  Gov. 
Hastings. 

Born  and  reared  in  East  Vincent  township, 
Chester  county,  J.  Webster  Llause  obtained  his  liter- 
ary education  in  the  common  schools  of  that  locality. 
As  his  father  died  when  he  was  only  twelve  years 
old,  and  he  received  but  $16  from  the  estate,  he 
early  commenced  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world, 
being  employed  on  farms,  where  he  first  worked  for 
his  board  and  clothes.  In  1874  he  began  carpen- 
tering, and  has  since  followed  that  occupation  the 
greater  part  of  the  time.  He  also  learned  butter- 
making at  Fairmount,  in  Chester  county,  and  has 
since  found  employment  in  creameries  during  the 
summer  months,  being  for  the  past  seven  years  a 
butter  maker  at  Newfoundland,  Wayne  county.  On 
coming  to  the  county,  September  1,  1885,  he  located 
in  Dreher  township,  where  he  bought  a farm  con- 
sisting of  fifty  acres  of  unimproved  land,  and  im- 
mediately commenced  to  clear  and  improve  the  same, 
erecting  thereon  a comfortable  residence  and  mak- 
ing many  other  improvements  which  add  greatly  to 
its  value  and  attractive  appearance. 

At  West  Vincent,  Chester  county,  on  Novem- 
ber 24,  1874,  Mr.  Hause  was  married,  by  Rev.  Jesse 
B.  Knite,  a German  Reformed'  minister,  to  Miss 
Clara  Mary  Francis,  who  was  born  September  16, 
1849.  Her  parents,  Sampson  and  Harriet  (Jenkins) 
Francis,  were  natives  of  Chester  and  Lancaster 
counties,  Penn.,  respectively,  while  her  paternal 
grandparents,  Frederick  and  Hannah  (Waitnight) 
Francis,  were  both  of  German  ancestry,  and  her 
maternal  grandparents  were  Richard  and  Elizabeth 
(Evans)  Jenkins,  the  former  of  Welsh  and  the  lat- 
ter of  German  descent.  Tier  father  died'  April  10, 
1857,  and  her  mother  afterward  married  Jacob 
Rhodes,  who  died  May  4,  1878.  By  the  first  union 
there  were  three  children : Albert,  a painter  and 

paper-hanger  of  Baltimore,  Mel.,  who  married  Lou- 
rena  De  Shields;  Clara  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Hannah  E.,  wife  of  John  Short,  of  Lebanon, 
Kent  county,  Del.  The  only  child  of  the  second 
union  was  Minerva,  who  died  when  young. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hause  have  become  the  parents 
of  eight  children:  Alfred  Evans,  born  in  Chester 

county,  August  13,  1875,  is  in  the  picture  frame 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


607 


business;  Joseph  Rose,  born  September  iS,  1877,  is 
[employed  in  Dreher  township;  Mary  C,  born  De- 
cember 31,  1878,  is  at  home;  William  G.,  born 
April  16,  1881,  is  attending  school  and  resides  at 
(home;  Warren  G.,  born  October  17,  1883,  died  Sep- 
tember 9,  1884;  Raymond  W.,  born  December  21, 
11884;  David  W.,  born  May  24,  1886,  and  John  W., 
born  March  19,  1893,  are  all  at  home. 

If  Mr.  Hause  has  always  been  a stanch  Repub- 
lican  in  his  political  views,  and  has  served  his  town- 
: ship  as  judge  of  election,  overseer  of  the  poor  and 
inspector  of  election.  He  is  a correspondent  to 
several  county  papers,  is  a member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grange,  and  in 
1897  represented  the  latter  in  the  convention  at  Har- 
risburg. Both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  are  held 
in  high  regard  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their 
acquaintance. 


AMOS  P.  SMITH  is  one  of  the  thrifty,  intel- 
ligent and  progressive  farmers  of  Texas  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  is  a native  of  this  section, 
horn  in  1859  'n  Damascus,  Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a grandson  of  William  Smith, 
who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Dyberrv, 
\\  ayne  county,  where  he  reared  a large  family.  lie 
was  twice  married,  and  had  three  children  by  his 
first  union,  viz.:  (1)  George  D.  (2)  Dorcas 

first  married  George  Cade,  by  whom  she  had  four 
children — Erastus,  Charles,  Caroline  and  Adaline ; 
Mr.  Cade  was  accidentally  killed,  and  the  widow 
married  Levi  Tuttle,  of  Wayne  county ; no  children 
were  born  to  this  union.  (3)  Jacob  died  in  Wayne 
county.  \'\  illiam  Smith  was  of  German  parentage. 

George  D.  Smith  was  born  in  1822  in  Wayne 
county,  and  married  Achsah  Stephenson,  a native  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Egbert  D.,  born  in  March,  1850,  died 

in  1873.  (2)  Masie  Louise,  born  in  1852,  was 

reared  to  womanhood  in  Wayne  countv.  She  lived 
with  her  parents  during  their  lifetime,  and  has 
since  made  her  home  with  her  brother  Amos.  She 
is  unmarried.  (3)  Clinton  Dewitt,  born  in  1854, 
married  Miss  Myra  Jacobs,  who  lived  near  Em- 
porium, Cameron  Co.,  Penn.,  and  after  their  mar- 
riage they  lived  at  Larrabee.  McKean  county,  where 
he  followed  lumbering.  He  died  there  in  1889, 
leaving  a wife  and  two  children — Lillian,  who  died 
soon  after  her  father,  and  Lloyd  D.,  living  with  his 
mother.  (*4)  Robert  D..  born  in  1856,  married 
Miss  Lizzie  Campfield.  of  Berlin,  Wayne  county, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Olive.  They  live  near 
Forest  City,  where  he  carries  on  lumbering  (.5) 
Amos  P.  is  the  youngest  in  the  family.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  D.  Smith  settled  on 
an  improved  farm  at  Dyberrv,  which  he  bought, 
and  some  vears  later  they  removed  to  Bunneltown 
and  purchased  propertv  on  which  they  made  a per- 
manent home.  Mrs.  Smith  passed  away  there  in 
November,  1888.  and  her  husband  followed  her  to 
the  grave  in  February,  1894. 


During  his  boyhood  Amos  P.  Smith  enjoyed 
the  advantages  for  a time  of  the  public  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  of  his  home,  but  he  was  onlv  six- 
teen when  he  commenced  to  make  his  own  living. 
His  father  being  a mason,  he  learned  that  trade  and 
followed  it  for  some  years,  in  1881  turning  his  atten- 
tion to  lumbering,  in  which  he  was  engaged  at  North 
Bend,  Clinton  Co.,  Penn.,  doing  jobbing  for  Wash. 
Campbell.  In  1882  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Fran- 
cis Deloy,  in  Big  Run,  Cameron  county,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  afterward  he  worked  in  McKean 
county,  returning  to  Wayne  county  in  1889,  when 
he  settled  on  the  old  home  place  in  Bunneltown. 
He  remained  there  until  1894,  when  he  bought  part 
of  the  Whitney  farm,  lying  three  miles  west  of 
Honesdale,  on  the  Waymart  road,  and  here  he  has 
since  resided  with  his  family,  giving  his  time  to  the 
cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  land.  He  has 
remodeled  the  dwelling,  built  a new  barn  and  made 
general  improvements  about  the  place,  the  appear- 
ance of  which  gives  ample  proof  of  the  industry 
and  progressive  ideas  of  the  owner.  The  property 
is  now  one  of  the  most  desirable  tracts  in  Texas 
township,  and  Mr.  Smith  has  spared  no  pains  to 
make  it  a pleasant  as  well  as  a profitable  place. 

In  1888  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Millie  R.  Comes,  daughter  of  David  D.  and 
Polly  Comes,  who  were  prominent  residents  of 
Smethport,  McKean  Co.,  Penn.  Mr. Comes  was  born 
and  reared  in  McKean  county,  and  during  his  active 
years  was  a well-known  and  extensive  lumberman 
there.  He  and  his  wife  passed  away  some  vears 
ago,  leaving  seven  children — Jane,  Almena,  Clin- 
ton, Marvin,  Hattie,  Millie  and  Eseck,  all  of  whom 
live  in  McKean  county  but  Millie,  Mrs.  Smith,  and 
Hattie,  who  is  a resident  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith — 
George  D.,  in  August,  1889,  and  Maud  E.,  in  1893. 
Mr-,  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Prompton.  Politically  Mr.  Smith 
supports  the  Democratic  party. 

JOSEPH  MACLIELL  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  having  for  many  years  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  its  industrial  interests,  as  pro- 
prietor of  the  woolen-mill  on  Mill  Creek.  The 
plant  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  community,  it 
being  one  of  the  oldest  buildings  in  Wayne  county — ■ 
a frame  structure  erected  for  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  blankets  on  a small  scale,  and  was  aband- 
oned for  many  years.  The  mill  has  been  remod- 
eled by  Mr.  Machell,  who  now  gives  his  attention  to 
the  manufacture  of  both  blankets  and  carpets. 

Mr.  Machell  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
October  22,  1848,  a son  of  Mathew  and  Mary  (Ine- 
son)  Machell,  also  natives  of  England,  where  the 
mother  died  when  our  subject  was  only  two  weeks 
old.  Subsequentlv  the  father  married  her  sister, 
Miss  Sarah  Ineson,  who  now  lives  with  our  sub- 
ject. In  1864  Mathew  Machell  came  to  the  New 
World  and  located  at  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y.,  sending 
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for  his  wife  and  two  children  a year  later.  In  his 
native  land  lie  had  learned  the  art  of  manufacturing' 
woolen  goods,  and  at  Rhincbeck  operated  a mill  for 
many  rears.  Coming  to  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  he  took  charge  of  the  mill  now 
owned  hr  our  subject,  and  was  connected  with  its 
operation  until  a year  before  his  death,  when  his 
son  Joseph  assumed  the  entire  management.  He 
died  May  7,  1896,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  two  sons,  John  T.,  a 
farmer  of  Galway,  N.  Y.,  and  Joseph,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  There  were  also  two  children  born 
of  the  second  union,  namely:  Mary,  who  still  lives 

in  England,  and  William,  who  died  in  childhood. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  John 
and  Sarah  (Bullong)  Machell,  never  left  England, 
where  the  former  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
shoes.  All  of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  them  are 
now  deceased,  among  the  number  being  Mathew, 
Thomas,  Samuel,  John,  Martha  and  Ann.  The 
great-grandfather,  Rev.  Joseph  Bullong,  was  a local 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Joseph  and 
Hannah  (Davenbrooke)  Ineson,  the  maternal 
grandparents,  also  spent  their  entire  lives  in  En- 
gland, where  the  former  engaged  in  the  butcher 
business,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  blankets.  He 
died  in  i860,  aged  eighty-six  years,  his  wife  March 
7,  1864.  aged  eighty-four  years.  Their  children 
were:  Rebecca,  wife  of  Abraham  Woodward; 

Joshua;  Abraham;  Luke;  Edward;  Luke;  Charles; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jacob  Smith ; Ann,  wife  of  John 
Ivellet;  Mary,  the  mother  of  our  subject;  and 
Sarah,  stepmother  of  our  subject,  and  the  only  one 
of  the  family  now  living. 

In  his  father’s  woolen  factory  in  England  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  learned  his  trade,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  work  for  other  parties  until  coming  to 
America,  in  1864,  in  company  with  his  stepmother 
and  brother.  In  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y.,  he  worked  for 
his  father  until  the  removal  of  the  family  to  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1871, 
when  he  and  his  brother,  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  operated  his  present  mill  for  two  years.  The 
sons  then  engaged  in  farming  for  a year  and  a half, 
after  which  our  subject  went  to  Seelyville,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  five  years. 
He  then  returned  to  his  father’s  mill,  which  was 
willed  him  at  the  latter’s  death, and  here  he  has  since 
successfully  engaged  in  business.  Besides  this 
property  he  owns  a small  farm. 

Mr.  Machell  was  married  at  Seelyville,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1877,  to  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Moerling,  Rev.  O. 
Talle,  a German  Lutheran  minister,  officiating. 
They  have  five  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of 
birth  are  as  follows:  William  C.,  August  6,  1879; 

Samuel.  December  17,  1881  : Katie  N„  July. 9,  1884; 
Marv  C.,  February  1,  1888;  and  Alice,  Tuly  24, 
1893. 

Mrs.  Machell  was  born  in  Paterson,  N.  T., 
December  1,  1855,  a daughter  of  Conrad  and  Bar- 
bara (Shermer)  Moerling,  who  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Germany,  whence  they  came  to 


America  in  1854.  After  a year  passed  in  Paterson 
N.  J.,  they  removed  to  Seelyville,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn, 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until  1896 1 
since  which  time  they  have  lived  retired  in  Phillips- 
burg,  N.  J.  By  trade  the  father  is  a wood  turner. 
He  was  born  in  September,  1823,  his  wife  in  Janu- 
ary, 1830.  Both  are  consistent  members  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  and  most  estimable  peo- 
ple. Mrs.  Machell  is  the  eldest  of  their  children, 
the  others  being:  Maggie,  now  the  widow  of 

Peter  Llensey,  and  a resident  of  Seelyville ; Katie, 
wife  of  James  Poppel,  who  is  employed  in  a cotton 
mill  at  Central  Village, Conn. ; Christian  (deceased)  ; 
Clara,  at  home;  Andrew  (deceased);  and  Tillie 
and  Dena,  both  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Socially  Mr.  Machell  is  a member  of  the  P.  H. 
Circle  of  South  Canaan  township ; religiously  he  is 
a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church ; politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  and  his  wife  stand  deservedly  high 
among  the  best  people  of  their  community. 

OLIVER  HAMLIN  BUNNELL  (deceased) 
was  for  many  years  a leading  citizen  of  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county,  being  prominently  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  that  thriving  city. 

Mr.  Bunnell  was  born  March  27,  1840,  in 


Oregon  township,  Wayne  county, 


son  of  P. 


and  Clarinda  (Bonham)  Bunnell,  and  was  the  eldest 
in  a family  of  eight  children.  The  others  were: 
Ellery,  who  met  a soldier’s  death  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg;  Amelia  S.,  wife  of  Ulysses  F.  Beers,  a 
mason  of  Honesdale ; Martha  J.,  who  married  Alva 
S.  Keyes ; Helen  N.,  who  married  Thomas  Bines,  of 
Warren  county,  Penn.,  and  is  deceased;  Oscar  E., 
a farmer  in  Wayne  county ; Almira,  wife  of  Charles 
E.  Mills,  of  Ariel,  Wayne  county;  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Bunnell  was  reared  to  farm 
work,  and  as  he  was  about  sixteen  years  old  when 
his  father  died  he  took  charge  of  the  homestead, 
which  he  operated  successfully  until  March,  1871. 
He  then  removed  to  Honesdale  and  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  with  G.  M.  Keyes,  whose  interest 
he  purchased  a few  years  later,  in  order  to  continue 
the  business  alone.  In  1886  he  disposed  of  the  store 
and  retired  from  active  business.  He  died  July  29, 
1895.  He  was  a man  of  much  intelligence,  taking 
an  interest  in  all  public  questions,  and,  although  he 
was  never  a politician  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term, 
he  was  a stanch  believer  in  the  principles  and  policy 
of  the  Republican  party. 

In  1861  Mr.  Bunnell  was  married  by  the  Rev. 
Elias  O.  Ward,  a Presbyterian  minister,  to  Miss 
Florence  Bangs,  who  survives  him.  They  had  five 
children,  namely:  Lewis  D.,  who  married  Miss  Kate 
Ackerman,  and  settled  in  Honesdale,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  ice  business ; Etta  V.,  at  home ; Lucy, 
deceased;  Clara  M.,  wife  of  William  H.  Kreitner,  a 
contractor  and  builder  of  Honesdale;  and  Fred  O., 
who  resides  with  his  mother,  was  attending  college, 
but  owing  to  ill  health  gave  up  school  and  enlisted 
with  the  Mass.  Naval  reserves  on  the  training  ship 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


009 


I ; Minnesota,”  later  being  transferred  to  the  cruiser 
I j Prairie,  patrolling  the  New  England  coast. 

I | Mrs.  Bunnell,  who  is  highly  esteemed  socially, 
I vas  horn  at  Rush,  Penn.,  and  her  father,  the  late 
' di  j ah  K.  Bangs,  was  also  a native  of  the  Empire 
State.  He  was  a well-known  manufacturer  of  edge 
cols,  and  for  some  years  conducted  a shop  at  Flones- 
i.lale,  hut  in  1852  he  removed  to  Hawley,  Penn.,  and 
[later  located  at  South  Bend,  Minn.,  where  his  re- 
maining years  were  spent.  Pie  continued  his  busi- 
ness operations  successfully  until  his  death,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  was  always  enterprising  and  progressive. 
J11  politics  he  was  a Whig,  and  lie  and  his  family 
uvere  identified  with  the  Methodist  church.  His 
| wife,  Elmira  Robinson,  who  died  during  his  resi- 
lience at  Plonesdale,  was  a native  of  Connecticut. 
They  had  the  following  children:  Mary  J.,  who 
I married  John  B.  Mack;  Viola,  who  married  Frank 
Kramer  (deceased)  ; Frank  D.,  a resident  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn. ; Alfred  W.,  who  is  in  the  real-estate 
business  in  South  Dakota;  Matilda  L.,  who  married 
Paul  Siegler  and  resides  in  California ; and  Pdorence 
G.  (now  Mrs.  Bunnell). 

ISAAC  PI.  SMITH,  who  is  ranked  among  the 
intelligent,  progressive  and  prosperous  agricultur- 
ists of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  belongs  to 
a family  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
this  section,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  Smith,  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  the  township.  He  is  of  German 
lineage,  his  great-grandfather,  John  Smith,  having 
been  born  in  Germany,  whence  he  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1775,  settling  in  Northampton 
county,  Penn.  The  succeeding  generations  have 
continued  to  make  their  homes  in  this  section  of  the 
Keystone  State,  taking  an  active  and  honorable  part 
in  the  affairs  of  their  respective  communities, and  our 
subject  and  his  father  are  typical  representatives  of 
the  family,  industrious,  progressive,  successful  and 
respected  wherever  they  are  known. 

I’eter  Smith  was  born  October  28,  1816,  in  Leh- 
man township,  Pike  county,  son  of  Isaac  and  Cath- 
erine (Arnst)  Smith,  the  former  of  whom  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Barbara  (Otterweller)  Smith,  the 
first  of  the  family  who  came  to  this  country ; the 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  Michael  Arnst,  also 
a native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  settled  in 
Monroe  county,  Penn.  On  November  27,  1841, 
Peter  Smith  wedded  Miss  Caroline  Schuman,  who 
was  born  April  22,  1821,  in  Nazareth  township, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Herman  and 
Catherine  (Sholl)  Schuman,  of  Bucks  county, 
Penn.,  who  came  to  Pike  county  in  1839,  and  twelve 
children  blessed  their  home,  namely  :Sophia,  mar- 
ried to  Daniel  Lattimore,  who  now  lives  retired  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J. ; Catherine,  deceased,  wife  of 
Tames  Nvce;  Sally  Ann,  widow  of  Charles  V icham, 
of  Port  Jervis;  Isaac  H.,  our  subject:  John  C.,  a 
farmer  in  Delaware  township,  who  married  Jane  La- 
Bar  ; Charles,  who  died  when  young ; Hannah, 
James  and  Cornelia,  deceased ; Emma,  living  at 


home ; Philip,  who  died  young;  and  Alfred,  living 
at  home. 

Isaac  H.  Smith  was  born  December  23,  1848, 
in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  Co.  (then 
Pike  Co.),  Penn.,  was  reared  and  educated  for  the 
most  part  in  Delaware  township,  and  remained  at 
home  until  he  reached  his  majority,  about  which  time 
he  was  married.  On  commencing  life  for  himself 
he  rented  a place  in  Lehman  township,  Pike  county, 
returning  shortly  to  Delaware  township,  where  he 
also  rented,  and  the  year  following  removed  to 
Dingman’s  Ferry  where  he  resided  for . another 
year.  For  the  next  five  years  he  lived  on  the  farm 
first  mentioned,  in  Lehman  township,  after  which 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  140  acres  in  Dela- 
ware township,  which  he  has  ever  since  occupied. 
Mr.  Smith  has  been  a hard  worker,  tireless  in  his 
efforts  to  improve  his  farm  and  property,  and  he  has 
earned  the  position  he  now  occupies  among  the  well- 
to-do  and  thrifty  farmers  of  the  township  by  en- 
ergetic industry  and  faithful  attention  to  all  the  de- 
tails of  his  work.  He  is  highly  esteemed  by  his 
fellow  citizens  in  Delaware  township,  who  have 
shown  their  appreciation  of  his  worth  by  honoring 
him  with  election  to  various  offices  of  trust,  and  he 
has  served  three  terms  as  supervisor  and  three  years 
as  school  director  with  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. His  political  support  is  given  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

On  August  21,  1869,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in 
marriage,  at  Bushkill,  Pike  county,  with  Miss  Mary 
Middaugh,  daughter  of  Albert  B.  Middaugh,  who  is 
a prominent  farmer  of  Delaware  township,  and  they 
have  had  thirteen  children,  namely:  Frank  E.,  Susie, 
Ella,  Hannah,  Daniel,  Caroline,  Peter,  Amsey, 
Clarence,  Albert,  Herald,  Russell  and  Lillie.  Frank 
is  a farmer  at  Conasaugh,  Pike  county.  Ella  is  de- 
ceased. Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Alpheus  Bensley, 
a farmer  of  Lehman  township,  Pike  county.  Car- 
rie resides  at  Bushkill,  The  others  are  still  under 
the  parental  roof. 

JOHN  M.  RICKARD.  Germany  has  sent  to 
this  section  a most  desirable  class  of  citizens,  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a leading  resident  of 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  exempli- 
fies in  his  career  the  thrift,  industry  and  enterprise 
which  we  associate  with  that  nation.  His  fellow- 
citizens  have  frequently  called  him  to  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  and  he  is  actively  inter- 
ested in  various  lines  of  business,  in  all  of  which 
he  has  met  with  success.  His  farm  is  a fine  estate 
of  227  acres,  and  his  judicious  improvements  have 
made  it  one  of  the  most,  attractive  and  valuable 
homesteads  in  this  section,  while  his  beautiful  resi- 
dence, with  its  artistic  furnishings  and  profusion  of 
books,  gives  evidence  that  he  and  his  clever  wife 
know  how  to  put  their  hard-earned  prosperity  to 
good  use. 

Mr.  Rickard  was  born  October  16,  1842,  in 
Baden,  Germany,  where  his  family  has  resided  for 
many  generations.  Arnold  Rickard,  his  grandfa- 
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tlur,  was  a life-long  resident  of  that  province,  and 
In  occupation  was  a blacksmith.  He  married  and 
had  the  following  children:  Mary,  who  married  a 
tanner  and  remained  in  Germany ; Anna,  deceased, 
who  did  not  marry;  John  B.,  our  subject’s  father; 
and  Charles,  who  died  in  New  York  City. 

John  B.  Rickard,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
married  in  Baden  to  Miss  Emma  Krug,  also  a native 
of  that  province,  and  in  1847  he  came  to  America 
with  his  family  and  his  brother  Charles.  They 
landed  at  New  York,  and  after  a short  stay  in  the 
city,  he  came  to  Wayne  county  and  located  near 
South  Canaan,  having  purchased  a tract  of  700 
acres  of  wild  land  from  Robert  Torrey,  of  Hones- 
dale.  This  he  proceeded  to  clear,  much  of  the  wood 
being  taken  off  the  place  under  contract,  and  for 
many  years  he  followed  lumbering  and  farming  in 
connection  with  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  He  also 
did  considerable  work  as  a contractor,  and  built 
seven  miles  of  the  Washington  Gravity  railroad, 
the  first  railroad  constructed  on  that  principle  in  this 
country.  It  is  now  known  as  the  Erie  & Wyoming 
railroad,  and  since  1892  has  been  operated  by 
steam.  He  was  of  a quiet  disposition,  not  seeking 
public  honors,  and  in  politics  was  a Democrat.  He 
passed  away  November  18,  1894,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight years  and  six  months,  and  his  wife  died 
October  15,  1896,  aged  seventy1six  years  and  a few 
days.  Their  remains  were  interred  in  the  Catholic 
cemetery  at  Honesdale,  as  they  had  been  devout  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  through- 
out their  lives.  Their  children  were:  John  Michael, 
our  subject;  Eliza,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Durest,  foreman  of  a tannery  at  Galeton,  Pot- 
ter Co.,  Penn. ; August,  a blacksmith  in  a tannery 
in  Potter  county;  Elijah,  a farmer  and  blacksmith 
in  Wayne  county,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere ; 
Mary,  wife  of  Archard  Messier,  a glass  cutter  at 
A\  bite  Mills,  Penn.;  Frederick,  who  is  in  the  livery 
business  at  Honesdale ; and  Maggie,  wife  of  P.  R. 
Murray,  a hardware  dealer  at  Honesdale. 

John  M.  Rickard  made  his  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-three,  his 
earnings  going  to  his  father.  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  time  he  worked  with  his  father  for  L. 
A.  Robinson,  in  the  first  tannery  ever  built  in  Wayne 
county.  On  leaving  the  parental  roof  he  went  to 
Sliver  Town,  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  to 
take  charge  of  a sawmill  for  the  same  emplover, 
and  he  held  this  position  six  years,  conducting 
a boarding-house  in  the  meantime.  He  then  went 
to  Preston  township  to  operate  the  largest  sawmill 
in  Wayne  county,  then  the  property  of  Charles 
AA'aller,  of  Honesdale.  There  he  remained  until 
1875,  when  he  purchased  his  present  farm  for  the 
sum  of  $5,500.  He  has  good  water  power  from  a 
large  spring  on  the  place,  supplying  1,600  feet  of 
pipe  which  he  has  laid  for  various  purposes,  and 
among  the  improvements  made  by  him  is  an  ele- 
gant fountain.  While  he  devotes  much  attention 
to  general  farming,  he  is  extensively  engaged  in 
dairying,  and  at  present  sells  more  milk  than  anv 


other  person  in  the  township.  At  times  he  under- 
takes work  for  other  parties,  doing  threshing  and 
mowing  on  a large  scale,  and  he  also  owns  and  con- 
dusts  a blacksmith  shop.  With  all  this  he  might  be 
supposed  to  be  too  busy  to  pay  attention  to  public 
affairs,  but  as  a good  citizen  he  has  always  respond- 
ed cheerfully  to  any  call  to  duty,  serving  in  various 
offices,  including  those  of  school  director,  judge 
of  elections,  and  township  auditor.  In  1882  he  was 
elected  county  commissioner,  and  his  able  and  effi- 
cient service  during  the  term  of  three  years  so  won 
the  approval  of  the  people  that  he  was  again  chosen 
to  the  position,  serving  six  years  in  all.  In  politics 
he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  adheres  to  the  Catholic 
faith,  in  which  he  was  reared,  while  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

On  October  18,  1867,  Mr.  Rickard  was  mar- 
ried in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  by  Rev.  David 
Williams,  a Methodist  minister,  to  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Bartron.  Of  the  children  of  this  union,  (1)  Will- 
iam was  born  December  21,  1868,  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  partnership  with  our  subject.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Agatha  Forster,  and  has  four  children — 
Irvin,  John  L.,  Sadie,  and  Esther.  (2)  Anna,  born 
May  16,  1872,  died  February  21,  1882,  from  diph- 
theria, and  (3)  Mamie,  born  April  13,  1876,  died 
from  the  same  disease  on  February  26,  1882.  Mrs. 
Rickard  was  born  February  22,  1850,  at  the  present 
homestead,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lucetta 
(Spancenburg)  Bartron.  Her  father  was  a native 
of  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  came  to  Wayne  county 
in  early  manhood,  and  for  many  years  was  a prom- 
inent lumberman,  being  largely  engaged  in  rafting. 
He  was  much  esteemed  as  a citizen,  and  at  times 
held  local  offices.  He  was  married  April  29,  1849, 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  his  wife  being  a native 
of  Jefferson,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  a few  months 
after  their  marriage  they  settled  upon  the  present 
homestead,  where  Mrs.  Bartron  died  April  18,  1862, 
at  the  age  of  forty-two.  In  1878  Mr.  Bartron 
removed  to  the  home  of  a daughter  in  Texas  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  he  passed  away  in 
December,  1880,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years 
and  ten  months.  He  was  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  and  his  wife  was  a Baptist,  and  their 
remains  now  rest  in  the  Cherry  Ridge  cemetery. 
Mrs.  Packard  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Josephine  J.,  who  married 
Zara  Robins,  both  now  deceased ; George  W.,  a 
farmer  in  Texas  township,  Wayne  county;  William, 
deceased  ; Mary  P.,  who  married  first  Wallace  Bun- 
nell, and  after  his  death,  Frank  Gill,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Seelyville,  now  engaged  in  the  foundry 
business;  Leonard,  a farmer  in  Texas  township; 
and  Emily  L.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

LEWIS  GRIFFIN.  England  has  furnished 
to  the  New  World  many  of  her  best  and  most  re- 
liable citizens,  who  have  taken  an  active  and  prom- 
inent part  in  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
country.  Among  the  leading  residents  of  Damascus 
township,  A\  ayne  county,  whose  early  home  was  on 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


G71 


the  “Merrie  Isle,"  is  Mr.  Griffin,  who  since  1862  has 
been  a permanent  resident  of  this  section  of  the  State. 
He  was  born  in  January,  1828,  in  Shebbear,  Eng- 
land, a son  of  John  ancl  Fannie  Griffin,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  country.  He  was  the  eldest 
of  their  ten  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Mary  A.,  now  Mrs.  James  Merris,  of  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  Bessie; 
Elizabeth,  who  died  in  England ; Thomas  and  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Pike,  still  residents  of  that  country ; and 
John  William,  Isaac,  Nora  and  Fannie,  who  all  died 
in  England. 

Reared  in  his  native  land,  Lewis  Griffin  at- 
tended the  public  shools  of  that  country,  but  his 
educational  advantages  were  exceedingly  limited, 
a fact  which  he  has  never  ceased  to  regret.  He 
is,  however,  a man  of  clear,  bright  intellect,  and  is 
well  informed  on  the  leading  questions  and  issues 
of  the  day.  When  a young  man  he  decided  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  Lhiited  States,  and  accordingly 
crossed  the  ocean,  landing  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  worked  for  some  time.  Subsequently  he  spent 
three  years  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  then  re- 
turned to  England,  where  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Bolch,  a daughter  of  George  and  Grace  Bolch,  prom- 
inent English  people.  For  eight  years  after  his  mar- 
riage he  remained  in  his  native  land.andin  i862again 
came  to  America  taking  up  his  residence  in  Damas- 
cus township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  With  a desire  to  aid  his  adopted 
countrv  in  her  hour  of  peril,  he  enlisted,  in  1864,  in 
Company  F,  3rd  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  for 
service  in  the  Civil  war,  and  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Grant  was  stationed  at  Fortress  Monroe  until 
the  fall  of  that  year,  when  they  were  ordered  to  move 
to  a position  in  front  of  Richmond.  Mr.  Griffin  was 
subsequently  wounded  by  a shell  in  the  battle  of 
Fair  Oaks,  and  taken  to  hospital  at  Willis  Point, 
where  he  remained  until  honorably  discharged  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  Returning  to  his  wife  and  family  in 
Wayne  county,  he  purchased  a farm  near  Isaac 
Loveless’  place,  which  he  sold  at  the  end  of  eight 
vears  and  bought  the  Samuel  Henderson  farm,  in 
Damascus  township,  where  he  has  made  many  use- 
ful arid  valuable  improvements  which  add  greatly 
to  its  attractive  appearance. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin  have  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: John  R.,  born  in  England,  in  July,  1856,  is 
single,  and  is  a resident  of  \\  ayne  county,  whither 
he  came  with  his  parents.  William  G.,  born  in  Eng- 
land, in  February,  1858,  died  in  boyhood.  Elida, 
born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1864,  married  Barney  Gib- 
bony,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  resided  at  Hones- 
dale.  where  he  died  six  years  ago,  leaving  a widow 
and  two  children — George  S.  and  Julia  E.  Emma, 
born  in  May,  1866.  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Skinner, 
of  Damascus,  and  has  four  children — A alter,  Ed- 
ward, Nelson  and  Emma  J.  Edward  L.,  born  in 
October,  1868,  Frank  W..  born  in  May,  1870.  and 
George  H.,  born  in  September,  1872,  were  all  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Damascus  township,  and  now 
assist  their  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 


Katie  E.,  born  August  25,  1875,  married  Howard 
Spry,  of  Wayne  county,  now  a resident  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  and  they  have  one  son — Levi. 

Voting  as  he  fought  during  the  war,  Mr.  Griffin 
is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  is  to-day  an  honored  member  of  Grand  Army 
Post  No.  198,  of  Honesdale.  Religiously  he  and 
his  wife  are  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Damascus,  and  are  numbered 
among  the  highly-respected  citizens  of  the  commu- 
nity, whose  honorable,  upright  Christian  lives  never 
fail  to  win  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  they  come  in  contact. 

^ DANIEL  K.  LONG,  who  died  December  11, 
1878.  was  in  his  day  a busy  contractor  in  his  part  of 
Wayne  county,  and  also  conducted  the  farm  in 
1 exas  township  now  occupied  by  his  widow.  He 
was  a native  of  this  section,  born  November  3,  1821, 
at  White  Mills,  and  was  the  son  of  Peter  and 
Amanda  (Kimble)  Long,  who  resided  in  Pike 
county,  Penn.,  where  the  father  died. 

Mr.  Long  grew  to  manhood  at  White  Mills, 
where  he  worked  for  Mr.  Benjamin  Kimble  until 
his  marriage,  in  1848,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Coon, 
of  Texas  township.  After  that  he  was  for  a num- 
ber of  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
son Canal  Co.,  and  he  finally  commenced  contract- 
ing with  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  Coon,  who  was  one 
of  the  most  extensive  railroad  and  mill  contractors 
in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania  for  many  years.  In 
1853  he  purchased  the  farm  of  no  acres  in  Texas 
township,  near  Honesdale,  on  which  he  and  his 
family  made  their  permanent  home,  and  which  he 
managed  in  connection  with  his  contracting  inter- 
ests during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  cleared 
part  of  the  land  for  a residence  site,  putting  up  a 
good  two-story  house,  and  he  also  erected  a good 
barn  and  other  outbuildings,  continuing  to  improve 
the  land  year  after  year  until  he  had  established  a 
most  comfortable  home.  Mr.  Long  was  the  archi- 
tect of  his  own  fortunes,  for  he  began  life  with  no 
capital  but  his  own  perseverance  and  energy,  but  he 
succeeded  in  accumulating  a comfortable  compe- 
tence before  his  decease  and  occupied  a good  position 
among  the  substantial  men  of  this  locality.  He 
died  in  1878,  from  cancer,  and  the  property  has 
since  been  looked  after  by  his  widow,  who  has  shown 
herself  to  be  a capable  business  woman,  and  during 
her  husband's  life  time  proved  a competent  and  valu- 
able helpmeet  to  him  in  the  management  of  their 
home  affairs.  Five  children  blessed  their  union,  of 
whom  (x)  Daniel  J.,  the  eldest,  died  at  the  age  of 
twentv-two  vears.  (2)  Alfred  received  a good  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  the  high  school  at 
Honesdale,  and  when  a young  man  went  west,  first 
locating  in  Kansas,  and  later  in  Denver,  Col.,  whence 
he  returned  east,  settling  in  Chicago.  There  he 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a wholesale  house,  where  by 
faithfulness  and  steady  habits  he  advanced  from 
salesman  to  bookkeeper,  receiving  a salary  of  $2,000 
per  year  from  Clement  & Saver,  with  which  firm 
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he  continued  for  sixteen  years.  In  1881  he  returned 
to  his  old  home  in  Wayne  county,  and  for  one  year 
carried  on  a mercantile  business  in  Tracyville,  but 
lie  sold  out  and  moved  back  to  Chicago,  where  he 
is  at  present  engaged  as  general  manager  in  the 
large  wholesale  clothing  house  of  Rosenthal  & 
Weil.  In  Chicago  lie  met  and  married  Miss  Eve- 
line Renaud,  of  Canada,  and  they  have  had  five 
children — Roy  J).,  Mabel  G.,  Jessie,  Olive  and 
Alfred.  The  eldest  of  these  makes  his  home  with 
his  grandmother,  Mrs.  Long,  managing  the  farm 
for  her,  and  he  lias  twenty-one  head  of  dairy  stock 
and  three  horses  on  the  place.  (3)  Evelyn  was  born 
in  Honesdale,  and  died  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen 
years.  She  was  a promising  girl,  and  a favorite  in 
the  family  and  among  all  her  companions.  (4)  Ella 
C.  was  born  on  the  home  farm,  and  was  given  a fine 
education,  attending  the  high  school  in  Honesdale, 
where  she  was  one  of  the  most  advanced  scholars. 
For  two  years  she  followed  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  Texas  and  Cherry  Ridge,  but  on  account 
of  ill  health  and  sickness  in  the  family  she  gave 
up  the  profession  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
mother  on  the  home  place.  (5)  Eugenia  M.  was 
born  on  the  home  farm  and  died  when  but  fourteen 
years  of  age.  The  entire  family  are,  in  religious 
connection,  Episcopalians.  Mr.  Long  was  a life- 
long Republican  in  political  faith,  but  he  was  not 
active  in  public  or  party  affairs.  Mrs.  Long  is  now 
passing  her  declining  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
comfortable  property  accumulated  by  the  early 
efforts  of  herself  and  husband,  and  she  well  deserves 
the  prosperity  which  has  fallen  to  her  lot.  She  is 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  her,  and  has  the 
love  and  esteem  of  her  family  and  more  intimate 
friends. 

Jacob  and  Comfort  Coon,  the  parents  of  Mrs. 
Long,  were  prominent  among  the  well-to- 
do  people- of  Texas  township  during  their  day,  Mr. 
Coon  being  one  of  the  most  extensive  railroad  and 
mill  contractors  in  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  owner  of  large  tracts  of  land  in  Texas  town- 
ship and  other  parts  of  Wayne  county.  He  did 
a leading  business  in  general  contract  work  here, 
and  was  a very  successful  man  in  all  his  under- 
takings, which  were  generally  conducted  on  a large 
scale.  He  built  the  plank  road  between  Mast  Hope 
and  Honesdale.  and  he  was  engaged  in  building  a 
railroad  at  Hackettstown,  N.  J.,  when  attacked 
with  the  illness  which  resulted  in  his  death,  in 
1865.  He  owned  a large  tract  of  land  in  Texas 
township,  where  he  kept  his  stock  for  his  contract 
work,  and  he  purchased  a home  for  his  family  near 
Iionesdale,  where  his  widow  resided  until  her 
death,  in  January,  1872.  For  a short  time  he  was 
located  in  Carbondale,  where  he  had  large  contracts. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coon  had  a family  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  Elizabeth  J.  (Mrs.  Long),  the  eldest,  was 
born  in  1827.  Alfred  is  a prominent  resident  of 
Kingston,  Lackawanna  county,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  milling  business ; he  has  six  sons — Charles, 
Alfred,  Crittendon,  Bolton,  Frank  and  Oswer. 


Charles,  also  living  in  Kingston,  is  married  and  has 
two  children.  Douglas  also  makes  his  home  in 
Kingston.  Augusta  died  unmarried.  Giles  was 
killed  while  raising  a building  in  Kingston.  Dal- 
las died  in  childhood.  George  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years. 

ZERAH  VERY  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
prominent  residents  of  Harford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  as  merchant  and  farmer  he  was 
widely  known  and  highly  respected  as  a man  of  the 
strictest  integrity,  a valuable  public  servant,  and  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  whom  the  community 
had  reason  to  be  proud. 

Mr.  Very  was  a native  of  Danville,  AT.,  born 
August  10,  1805,  and  came  thence  to  Pennsylvania 
with  his  parents,  Asa  and  Chloe  (Rexford)  A'ery, 
in  1814,  the  family  settling  on  a farm  two  miles 
north  of  Harford  village  on  the  turnpike  leading  to 
New  Milford.  The  father  was  born  in  1776,  the 
mother  in  1774,  and  they  passed  away  in  1829  and 
1842,  respectively,  ending  their  days  on  the  farm  in 
Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Of  their 
children,  Betsey  married  Aaron  Mogg,  of  \\raverly, 
Penn.,  and  died  1894;  Russell  resided  near  Fairclale, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  died ; Orin  died  in 
Michigan ; Olney  H.  was  a resident  of  Montrose 
Depot,  and  died  1898 ; Zerah  is  the  subject  proper  of 
this  sketch ; Cyrena,  widow  of  Judson  Mulneaux, 
who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war,  died  1887. at  her 
home  in  Washington,  D.  C. ; Lorinda' became  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Cornell,  of  N.ew  Milford,  and  died 
in  1843;  Emily  died  in  young  womanhood;  Loren 
was  a physician,  and  practiced  his  profession  in 
Centerville,  La.,  where  he  died. 

During  his  boyhood  Zerah  Very  attended  the 
district  school  near  his  home,  then  for  two  winters 
studied  at  the  Harford  school,  and  by  making  the 
most  of  his  opportunities  he  acquired  a good  English 
education,  which  with  his  native  intelligence  and 
practical  nature  he  turned  to  more  than  ordinary  ac- 
count. He  was  reared  to  farming,  and  settling-  on  the 
homestead  after  his  marriage  continued  to  follow 
agricultural  pursuits  and  worked  in  a saw  mill  on  his 
own  farm,  until  1849,  by  which  time  he  had  succeed- 
ed in  saving  enough  to  justify  him  in  embarking  in 
mercantile  business.  He  opened  a store  in  Harford, 
for  the  first  two  years  renting  a place  opposite  the 
Congregational  church,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period 
removing  to  the  property  he  had  bought  of  Saxa  Sey- 
mour (opposite  the  postoffice),  which  he  had  remod- 
eled and  added  to.  The  front  part  of  the  building  was 
used  for  the  business,  and  the  family  resided  in  the 
other  part.  Mr.  Very  conducted  the  business  success- 
fully until  1870,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  sons- 
in-law,  and  from  that  time  until  his  decease  he  lived 
comparatively  retired,  attending  only  to  his  own 
private  affairs  and  the  management  of  the  farm, 
which  he  still  retained.  He  passed  away  at  Harford 
December  9,  1886,  full  of  years  and  honor,  but  his 
life  and  influence  have  left  a permanent  impress  up- 
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on  the  community.  Though  unostentatious  in  his 
life  and  habits  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  various  po- 
sitions of  public  trust,  serving  his  township  as  school 
director,  collector,  constable  and  in  other  minor 
offices,  and  while  he  never  sought  preferment  he 
never  shirked  responsiblities,  and  was  never  found 
wanting  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  His  political 
sympathies  were  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was 
not  a member  of  any  Church,  but  gave  liberally  to  all 
religious  and  benevolent  enterprises. 

Mr.  Very  was  three  times  married.  In  1828 
be  married  Lavinia  Richardson,  who  was  born  in 
1807,  at  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  a daughter  of  Francis 
Richardson,  and  children  as  follows  blessed  their 
union : Eleanor,  born  in  1829,  lives  on  the  homestead 
with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Avery.  Leonora,  born  in  1832, 
married  Thomas  J.  Cai;r,  and  died  in  1865,  leaving 
four  children,  Susan  L.,  who  married  Charles  S. 
Edwards,  of  Scranton,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Leonora  May ; Ida  May,  who  died  in  1891  ; Anne  E. 
wife  of  W.  B.  Miller,  of  Moscow,  Penn.,  and  Clar- 
ence E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Ludora, 
born  in  1835,  is  mentioned  farther  on;  and  Emmer- 
ancy,  born  in  1839,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
The  mother  of  these  died  in  1871,  and  in  1872  Mr. 
Very  married  Mrs.  Cyrena  (Hammond)  Green,  who 
died  in  1881.  She  was  a sister  of  Major  Asa  Ham- 
mond, of  New  Milford.  For  his  third  wife  he  wed- 
ded Mrs.  Eloranda  (Richardson)  Hartt,  daughter  of 
Richard  Richardson,  a resident  of  Harford,  and  she 
now  lives  in  New  Milford,  Pennsylvania. 

Francis  Richardson,  father  of  Mrs.  Lavinia 
Very,  was  born  in  1768,  and  migrated  from  Wrenth- 
am,  Mass.,  to  Harford  township  in  1825,  locating 
about  two  miles  from  the  village.  Two  of  liis  sons 
preceded  him  and  put  up  a log  cabin,  12x12,  into 
which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  and  their  family 
of  twelve  children  moved.  They  were  the  first  set- 
tiers  in  that  section,  and  took  up  their  home  in  the 
wilderness  cut  of  which  Mr.  Richardson  and  bis 
sons  cleared  up  a farm,  purchasing  at  first  one 
hundred  acres  and  afterward  adding  another  hun- 
dred acres.  Air.  Richardson  married  Mehitabel  Puf- 
fer, who  was  born  in  1778,  and  of  their  children 
we  have  mention  of  Mehitabel  (Airs.  John  Tenant), 
Lavinia  (Airs.  Zerah  Very),  Lois  (Airs.  Peter 
Dunn),  Silence,  Laura  (Airs.  George  Lindsey), 
Richard  (who  lived  and  died  on  the  homestead), 
Francis,  Thomas,  Mellovd,  John  and  Joseph.  Francis 
Richardson  passed  awav  in  1850,  his  widow  in  1854. 

Airs.  Eudora  (Very)  Avery  is  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly-respected  residents  of  Har- 
ford, and  she  has  her  home  on  the  same  site  where 
was  her  old  homestead,  she  and  her  sister  being  the 
sole  survivors  of  a family  universally  esteemed 
throughout  Susquehanna  county.  She  was  born  in 
Harford  and  on  October  20,  1859,  married  Hezekiah 
H.  Avery,  who  was  born  in  New  Alilford  township 
July  29,  1835,  a son  of  Ebenezer  and  Catherine  (Av- 
erv)  Avery,  his  parents  being  second  cousins.  Their 
early  home  was  in  Connecticut,  and  Air.  Avery  came 
to  Susquehanna  county  in  1813,  dving  there  in  1863, 
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at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  upon  the  farm  of  Eben- 
ezer Avery  in  New  Alilford  township,  where  Mrs. 
Avery  also  passed  away.  There  were  three  children 
in  their  family  besides  Hezekiah : Nancy,  who  died 
unmarried ; Henry,  who  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  is  now  living  in  Iowa;  and  Fanny,  the 
wife  of  Egbert  E.  Corwin,  a carpenter,  of  Scranton, 
Penn.,  who  died  in  August,  1899.  For  his  first  wife 
Ebenezer  Avery  married  Nancy  Avery,  also  a cousin, 
who  died  in  1832,  in  her  thirty-seventh  year,  and 
they  had  children  as  follows : Ebenezer,  deceased ; 
Charles  D.,  of  New  York  State;  Jonas  E.,  of  Grand 
Haven,  Mich. ; Alonzo,  deceased  ; Sarah  A.,  who  was 
twice  married,  her  first  husband  being  Nathan  Brain- 
ard  and  her  second  D.  M.  Farrar;  Hannah  E.,  mar- 
ried to  Erastus  Wilcox,  and  now  deceased;  and 
Alary  E.  (Mrs.  Andrew  Gillespie),  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  (Mr.  Gillespie  died  in  August,  1899).  Eben- 
ezer Avery  took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  serv- 
ing as  constable  and  supervisor,  and  was  highly  es- 
teemed. He  was  a Presbyterian  in 'religious  faith. 

Mr.  Avery’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Eben- 
ezer and  Hannah  Avery,  of  Groton,  Conn.,  and  his 
maternal  grandparents  were  Jonas  and  Esther  (Den- 
nison) Avery,  of  the  same  place.  Ebenezer  and 
Hannah  Avery  remained  at  Groton,  while  his 
mother's  parents  settled  at  New  Milford  in  the  early 
days  of  the  township,  and  conducted  one  of  the  first 
hotels. 

Hezekiah  H.  Avery  was  a resident  of  Harford, 
He  was  injured  in  a railroad  accident  at  Union,  N. 
Y.,  he  being  at  the  time  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  Co.,  with  which  he  had  been  connected  for 
two  years;  he  died  Alay  7,  1869,  and  his  remains 
were  brought  to  New  Alilford,  where  he  now  rests. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Avery  bad  one. daughter,  Elfrida  E., 
who  was  born  February  6,  1861,  and  became  the  wife 
of  Calvin  D.  Brown,  a farmer  of  Woodbury  county, 
Iowa,  where  she  died  Alay  30,  1890.  Her  remains 
were  brought  back  to  her  native  place,  and  she  now 
rests  there.  Mrs.  Avery  and  her  sister  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 

JACOB  ZIMAIERMAN,  a leading  agricult- 
urist and  a worthy  citizen  of  Palmyra  township, 
Pike  county,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  August  18, 
1837,  and  is  a son  of  Alathew  and  Elsie  Zimmer- 
man, who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  country, 
the  father  working  at  his  trade  as  a print  cutter. 
The  grandfather,  Jacob  Zimmerman,  also  remained 
in  Switzerland,  and  followed  farming  as  a life  work. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  in  a family  of  eight 
children  and  the  only  one  to  come  to  America,  the 
others  being  Regila,  who  married  and  died  in 
Switzerland  at  the  age  of  seventy  years ; Theobold, 
a farmer,  who  died  in  Switzerland  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five ; Barbara,  who  married,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty ; Mathew,  who  is  still  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  his  native  land ; Catherine,  also  a resident  of 
Switzerland ; Alarcus.  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  ; and  Annie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  vears. 
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Jn  his  native  land  Jacob  Zimmerman  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  and  on  attaining  to  man’s  estate 
was  there  married  to  Miss  Barbara  Hefty,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Agnes  Hefty.  She  died  in  Paterson, 
N.  J.,  leaving  five  children.  Matt,  the  eldest,  was 
born  in  i860,  is  now  married,  and  is  employed  as  a 
print  cutter  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Agnes  is  the  wife 
of  Adolph  Widmcr,  of  Paterson,  N.  J.  John, 
born  October  22,  1869,  is  his  father’s  right-hand 
man,  and  is  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and 
operating  a cider-mill  during  the  busy  season ; in 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  election  board.  Elsie  and  Barbara  are 
both  at  home. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  the  New 
World  was  Matt,  the  elder  son,  but  he  was  soon 
joined,  by  the  others  and  they  located  in  New  York 
City,  where  our  subject  was  employed  at  his  trade, 
that  of  a print  cutter,  for  seven  years.  In  1886  Jacob 
Zimmerman  came  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  buying  a place  of  283  acres, 
about  100  of  which  are  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation. Here  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in 
general  farming,  and  also  in  dairying  on  a small 
scale.  He  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  citizens  of  the  community,  is  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  a 
deep  and  commendable  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
adopted  land.  He  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
German  Methodist  Church,  and  also  belongs  to  sev- 
eral German  societies. 

BENJAMIN  LESTER,  a leading  farmer  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Manchester  township, 
Wayne  county;  is  a worthy  representative  of  a fam- 
ily noted  for  its  patriotism  and  loyalty  to  country, 
he  and  eight  of  his  brothers  having  been  Union  sol- 
diers in  the  Civil  war.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no 
family  in  northeastern  Pennsylvania  can  boast  of  a 
more  honorable  war  record. 

Mr.  Lester  was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
May  15,  1842,  son  of  Daniel  and  Fanny  (Gard- 
ner) Lester,  the  former  a native  of  Connecticut, 
where  his  family  was  founded  at  an  early  day,  the 
latter  a native  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  and 
a representative  of  one  of  its  pioneer  families. 
In  1844  the  parents  came  to  Wayne  county,  and 
located  upon  the  farm  where  our  subject  now 
resides,  it  being  at  that  time  all  wild  land,  in  which 
wild  animals  roamed  at  will.  The  father  devoted 
his  energies  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
his  land,  and  in  addition  to  general  farming  he  also 
engaged  in  lumbering.  He  was  unswerving  in  his 
support  of  the  Republican  party,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one,  she  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  .years. 
In  their  family  were  eleven  sons  and  one  daughter, 
and  with  the  exception  of  Henry  and  Norris,  all  of 
the  sons  valiantly  aided  their  country  in  her  suc- 
cessful efforts  to  preserve  the  Union.  Fortunately 
none  were  killed  or  died  in  the  service.  In  order 


of  birth  the  children  are  as  follows : Charles,  a resi- 
dent of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county;  Henry, 
of  Crawford  county,  Wis. ; Alfred,  of  Iowa ; Emily, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; Nathaniel,  who 
died  in  Minnesota,  in  1896;  George  E.,  of  Manches- 
ter township,  Wayne  county;  Erastus,  who  died  in 
Carbondale,  Penn. ; Norris,  of  Greene  county,  N. 
Y. ; Warner,  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne 
county;  Alson,  of  the  same  township;  Joseph,  of 
Warren  county,  Penn.;  and  Benjamin,  our  subject, 
who  is  a twin  brother  of  Joseph. 

When  two  years  old  Benjamin  Lester  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  Wayne 
county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  an 
excellent  knowledge  of  work,  but  a limited  literary 
education.  In  i860  he  visited  Iowa  and  Minnesota, 
with  a view  of  locating  in  the  West,  and  he  made 
a claim  on  the  Des  Moines  river,  in  the  former 
State,  where  he  broke  twenty  acres  of  land  and 
erected  a log  house.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war,  however,  the  Indians  in  western  Iowa  became 
very  troublesome,  and  he  and  his  brother  were 
forced  to  leave  their  claims  and  return  to  Penn- 
sylvania. In  May,  1861,  when  President  Lincoln 
called  for  75,000  volunteers,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany F,  70th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  going  to  the  front 
took  part  in  several  battles,  including  the  engage- 
ment at  Fair  Oaks.  At  the  latter  place  he  lost  one 
finger  of  his  right  hand,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. Going  to  Wisconsin,  he  enlisted,  in  1865, 
in  Company  C,  6th  Wis.  V.  Iv  and  remained  in  the 
service  until  the  war  was  over,  when  he  returned 
to  Wisconsin.  In  1866  we  again  find  him  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  he  has  since  lived  on  the  old  home- 
stead of  fifty-five  acres  in  Manchester  township, 
Wayne  county. 

At  Equinunk,  Wayne  county,  in  1872,  Mr.  Les- 
ter was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Layton,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Manchester  township,  and  to 
them  were  born  three  children,  all  of  whom  died 
in  early  life:  Wellmer,  at  the  age  of  fourteen 

months ; Emma,  at  the  age  of  five  years ; and  Cur- 
tiss Benjamin,  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Lester  affiliates  with  George  Scudder  Post  No. 
340,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Equinunk,  and  politically  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party,  whose  principles 
always  find  in  him  a stanch  supporter  and  earnest 
advocate.  His  career  has  been  characterized  by  the 
utmost  fidelity  to  duty,  and  he  well  deserves  mention 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  his  adopted 
county. 

David  Layton,  Mrs.  Lester's  father,  was  a 
native  of  Callicoon,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a son 
of  Charles  Layton,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
of  French  ancestry,  and  took  part  in  the  early  wars 
of  this  country.  David  Layton  married  Loretta 
Billings,  also  a native  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y., 
and  a daughter  of  William  Billings,  Jr.,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  State,  and  was  a son  of  William 
Billings,  Sr.,  a Revolutionary  soldier.  Mrs.  Lay- 
ton  s mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Margaret 
Swage,  and  was  the  daughter  of  a Revolutionary 
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soldier  of  German  birth.  Sixteen  children  were 
born  to  David  and  Loretta  (Billings)  Layton,  as 
follows : Eliza,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; 
John,  a Union  soldier,  now  residing  in  Holmes- 
ville,  N.'Y. ; William  E.,  who  was  also  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Manchester  township, 
Wayne  county ; Jacob,  who  died  in  1862 ; Charles, 
of  Equimmk ; Sally,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years ; Margaret,  deceased  wife  of  Mr,  Rush,  of 
Damascus  township,  Wayne  county ; Hannah,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Mrs.  Maria  Teeple,  deceased;  Mrs. 
Millie  Kellam,  of  Buckingham  townhip;  Joseph; 
Thersey,  wife  of  H.  Reifler,  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  a 
daughter  who  died  in  infancy ; David,  of  Damascus 
township;  James  Curtiss,  of  Dutchess  county,  N. 
Y. ; and  Loretta,  wife  of  Benjamin  Thomas,  of 
Stockport,  Penn.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  forty-eight 
years.  Both  held  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  was  connected  with  the 
Democratic  party.  By  occupation  he  was  a lum- 
berman and  farmer. 

Joseph  Layton,  of  the  above  family,  was  born 
in  Manchester,  Wayne  county,  April  27,  1846,  and 
during  his  boyhood  attendee!  the  common  schools 
of  that  locality  to  a limited  extent.  In  December, 
1861,  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  responded 
to  his  country’s  call  for  aid,  enlisting  in  the  56th 
N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  he  was  first  with  the  Army  of  the 
James  and  later  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
under  Gen.  McClellan,  participating  in  many  im- 
portant engagements.  In  January,  1863,  they  left 
Yorktown,  Va.,  for  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  and 
remained  there  until  the  close  of  the  war,  under 
Gilmor,  taking  part  in  the  siege  of  James  Island 
and  Morris  Island,  and  they  were  among  the  first 
troops  to  enter  Charleston,  S.  C.  In  October,  1865, 
Mr.  Layton  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned 
home  with  a war  record  of  which  he  may  be  justly 
proud.  Throughout  his  business  career  he  has  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming,  and 
has  also  found  time  to  devote  considerable  atten- 
tion to  public  affairs.  He  is  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar and  influential  men  of  Manchester  township, 
and  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  collector  and 
assessor  for  six  years.  He  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  Scudder  Post  No.  340,  G.  A.  R. 

WILLIAM  WEISS.  There  is  probably  no 
better  known  figure  in  public  life  in  Wayne  county 
than  William  Weiss,  who  has  been  closely  identified 
with  its  interests,  more  particularly  in  Honesdale, 
for  the  last  half  century. 

William  Weiss  was  born  February  21,  1819,  in 
Bohemia,  the  son  of  Moses  Weiss,  who  was  a soap 
manufacturer  in  that  country.  He  received  a lib- 
eral education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land, 
where  he  was  thoroughly  drilled  in  his  own  language 
and  German,  and  also  studied  Hebrew  in  addition  to 
all  the  practical  branches.  English  he  acquired  his 
knowledege  of  after  settling  in  the  Lmited  States. 
Mr.  Weiss  early  conceived  the  idea  of  bringing  his 


family  to  America,  and  his  plans  matured  in  1848, 
in  which  year  they  landed  in  New  York  City.  At 
that  time  he  had  little  knowledge  of  the  vastness 
of  this  Western  world,  and  he  concluded  that  his 
best  course  was  to  travel  through  the  country  on 
foot  in  order  to  make  himself  familiar  with  the  hab- 
its of  the  people  and  learn  the  language,  at  the  same 
time  keeping  a lookout  for  a good  location  for  his 
family.  With  this  intention  he  set  out  from  Eliza- 
beth, N.  J.,  and  walked  to  Easton,  Penn.,  thence  con- 
tinuing his  journey  northward  until  he  came  to  with- 
in fifteen  miles  of  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  hired  himself  out  to  a farmer  to  learn  the  mys- 
teries of  agriculture.  Having  no  suitable  working 
clothes,  he  was  obliged  to  come  to  Honesdale  to  pro- 
vide himself  with  an  outfit,  and  here  he  met  a num- 
ber of  German  settlers  who,  recognizing  in  him  the 
ability  which  would  make  him  a valuable  member 
of  any  community,  induced  him  to  lay  aside  his  agri- 
cultural plans,  assuring  him  that  a man  of  his  re- 
sources had  no  need  to  begin  as  a farm  hand.  He 
was  given  a position  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Asa 
Snyder ; but  it  was  not  long  before  he  realized  what 
opportunities  lay  along  his  path  in  a growing  town 
like  Honesdale,  and  he  embarked  in  business  on  his 
'own  account.  The  manufacture  of  soda  water  was 
his  first  venture,  and  he  bottled  and  sold  that  prod- 
uct for  about  five  years,  doing  a profitable  business 
in  that  line  until  he  was  able  to  enter  commercial  life 
in  a more  substantial  branch.  He  purchased  a gen- 
eral merchandise  store  in  Honesdale,  which  he  car- 
ried on  with  continued  success  until  about  1892, 
when  he  withdrew  from  business  pursuits,  and  he 
is  now  enjoying,  in  peaceful  retirement,  the  fruits  of 
a long  career  of  activity. 

Flowever,  Mr.  Weiss’  sphere  of  usefulness  was 
not  limited  by  the  four  walls  of  his  store  room. 
Church  and  charitable  movements,  educational  mat- 
ters and  the  public  affairs  of  the  community  all  came 
in  for  their  share  of  his  attention,  and  he  attained  a 
popularity  almost  unparalleled  in  that  it  came  entire- 
ly unsolicited  and  from  ail  quarters,  regardless  of 
creed,  nationality,  or  politics.  As  a business  man 
he  was  never  sued  or  sued  any  one,  and  his  social 
and  public  career  was  marked  by  the  same  peaceful- 
ness and  liberality,  for  he  has  acquired  and  main- 
tained a reputation  surpassed  by  none  for  honor  and 
justness  in  all  his  transactions,  of  whatever  nature. 
He  has  held  various  positions  of  responsibility,  to 
which  he  has  been  elected  because  of  his  genuine 
worth  and  fitness,  a statement  which  will  be  best  ap- 
preciated when  it  is  known  that  he  was  elected  to 
one  office — that  of  jury  commissioner — bv  the  Re- 
publicans of  his  county,  and  while  still  serving  in 
that  position  was  elected  county  auditor  on  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  city  school  board,  of  which  he  acted  as  pres- 
ident or  treasurer  for  about  half  that  time,  and  he 
has  also  been  a member  of  the  town  council.  He 
was  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  Cincinnati  conven- 
tion which  nominated  Horace  Greelev  for  President. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  give  Mr.  Weiss  any  higher 
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praise— his  record  speaks  for  itself.  Such  numer- 
ous honors  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  citizens  arc 
accorded  no  man  unless  deserved,  and  that  Mr. 
Weiss  has  deserved  them,  is  a fact  recognized  by  all. 
That  he  himself  is  liberal  is  shown  in  many  acts,  one 
instance  being  his  service  as  member  of  the  building 
committees  of  two  Churches  at  the  same  time — the 
Jewish  and  the  German  Lutheran.  He  is  a prom- 
inent Hebrew  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  In 
point  of  vears  of  membership  he  no  doubt  has  the 
distinction  of  being  tbe  oldest  Odd  bellow  in  Wayne 
county,  having  joined  in  1851,  and  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  1853.  In 
addition  to  his  many  interests  Mr.  Weiss  found  time 
for  an  important  branch  of  agriculture,  and  he 
planted  the  first  vineyard  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  which  he  still  owns. 

M"r.  Weiss  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  occurred  in  1845,  'n  the  old  country,  the 
bride  being  Miss  Caroline  Lewi,  who  died  April  10, 
1856.  Of  this  union  there  survives  one  son,  Sam- 
uel W.,  who  is  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Yale, 
and  of  the  Columbia  Law  School,  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  1874,  and  is  now  practicing  in  New  York 
City.  He  married  Carrie  Stix,  daughter  of  Louis 
Stix,  Escp,  and  they  have  four  children — William, 
Nina,  Louis  and  Carol.  Mr.  Weiss’  second  mar- 
riage occurred  October  3,  1858,  when  Miss  Theresa 
Lederer  became  bis  wife.  She  was  born  in  Bo- 
hemia April  21,  1830,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Roselle  Lederer,  and  came  to  America  with  her  par- 
ents about  1856,  her  father  being  nearly  eighty 
years  of  age  at  that  time.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weiss 
have  been  born  five  children,  as  follows : Matilda, 

Caroline,  Minnie  (who  married  Seligman  J.  Straus, 
a lawyer  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  and  has  three 
children- — Frank  A.,  Emily  T.  and  Theresa),  Mollie, 
and  W.  Monroe  (in  business  in  New  York).  The 
girls  were  all  graduated  from  the  Honesdale  Acad- 
emy, while  Minnie  was  graduated  from  the  Mans- 
field (Penn.)  College,  and  Mollie  from  the  Welles- 
ley College,  in  Massachusetts.  W.  Monroe  studied 
at  Andover,  Mass.,  and  Princeton  (N.  J.)  College. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  October  26,  1892.  At 
her  bier  three  ministers  of  different  denominations — 
two  of  them  at  their  own  request — delivered  eulo- 
gies upon  the  noble  character  of  the  deceased  to  a 
numerous  gathering  from  every  Church  in  town. 
Such  is  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  people  in  the  beau- 
tiful town  of  Honesdale. 

GEORGE  ROBINSON  has  resided  on  the 
Clover  Hill  farm,  on  the  Whitney  estate,  in  Texas 
township,  Wayne  county,  for  the  past  twenty  years, 
as  superintendent  for  Mrs.  Whitney,  and  he  is  one 
of  the  well-known  agriculturists  and  stockmen  of 
that  township.  He  is  a native  of  the  same,  born 
in  March,  1856,  and  he  belongs  to  one  of  the  old 
pioneer  families  of  this  section,  being  a grandson 
of  William  Robinson,  who  settled  in  Wayne  county, 
at  an  early  day. 

William  Robinson  was  born  on  the  ocean  while 


his  parents  were  en  route  to  the  United  States,  and 
they  settled  in  Reading,  Penn.,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  After  commencing  life  for  himself  he 
came  to  Wayne  county,  here  marrying  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Patton,  and  they  settled  in  Dyberry,  where  they 
made  their  home  until  their  removal,  in  1838,  to 
near  Seelyville,  Texas  township.  There  he  died,  in 
1849,  his  wife  surviving  until  1873.  He  was  a 
stone  mason  by  occupation.  They  reared  a family 
of  seven  children — two  sons  and  five  daughters, 
viz. : ( 1 ) William,  the  eldest,  died  in  Wayne  county. 
(2)  Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Leonard  Sloan,  of 
Carbondale.  (3)  Mary  was  first  married  to  Rob- 
ert Sibottom,  and  after  his  death  she  became  the 
wife  of  Minor  Swingle,  of  Pittston,  where  they 
reside.  (4)  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Robbins. 
(5)  Elizabeth  has  been  three  times  married,  her 
first  husband  being  James  Belknap,  her  second 
Nelson  Lawrence,  and  her  present  husband  is 
Charles  Gillmartin,  of  Carbondale.  (6)  Margaret  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Allen,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
(7)  Jerome  B.  is  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Jerome  B.  Robinson  was  born  in  Wayne  county 
in  January,  1831,  and  has  passed  his  entire  life  here, 
making  his  home  at  present  in  Texas  township.  He 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  in 
his  earlier  years,  and  he  erected  a number  of  saw- 
mills in  the  county,  where  he  has  also  engaged  in 
lumbering  to  some  extent.  He  married  Frances 
Switzer,  who  was  born  in  1830  in  Switzerland,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  father,  Nicholas  Switzer, 
landing  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Switzer  migrated 
finally  to  Ohio,  where  he  died,  but  the  daughter 
came  from  New  York  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and 
here  met  and  married  Mr.  Robinson,  the  young 
couple  settling  in  Texas  township,  near  the  present 
home  of  their  son  George.  They  reared  a family 
of  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  we  give 
a brief  record:  (1)  William  H.  Robinson  was  born 
in  1853  in  Texas  township  where  lie  grew  to  man- 
hood and  married  Miss  Verna  Gier.  They  now 
reside  at  Como,  this  county,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  running  mill  engines.  They  have  two  children — - 
Lillie  and  Edna.  (2)  John  G.  Robinson,  born  in 
1855  in  Texas  township,  married  Miss  Rachel 
Myers,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  they  have  four 
children  living — Albert,  Harry,  Bessie  and  Flos- 
sie. They  reside  in  Carbondale.  (3)  George  is  the 
third  in  order  of  birth.  (4)  Christina,  born  in  1859 
in  Texas  township,  is  the  wife  of  John  Sporer,  of 
Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  county,  and  they  reside  on 
their  farm  there.  Seven  children  have  blessed  their 
union — Edward,  John,  Joseph,  Francis,  Theresa. 
Frank  and  George.  (5)  Sarah,  born  in  1861,  is 
the  wife  of  John  Deitz,  of  Texas  township,  and  they 
reside  on  his  farm  ; he  is  employed  on  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  railroad.  They  have  a familv  of  nine 
children — John,  Joseph,  Francis,  Theresa,  Annie, 
Lizzie,  Charles,  Arthur  and  Elsie.  (6)  Frank  Rob- 
inson, born  in  1863,  grew  to  manhood  in  Texas 
township,  and  is  married  to  Miss  Katie  Manion,  of 
Starrucca,  by  whom  he  has  three  children — Clar- 
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ence,  Frank  and  Chester.  They  have  their  home 
in  Carbondale.  (7)  Joseph  F.  Robinson,  born  in 
1865,  received  a good  common-school  education, 
and  at  any  early  age  took  up  architectural  work, 
for  which  he  manifested  unusual  ability,  and  in 
which  he  has  won  unusual  success. " He  has 
acquired  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  finest 
architectural  draftsmen  in  Pennsylvania,  through- 
out which  State  he  is  well  known,  and  he  is  very 
popular  in  his  own  county  and  the  adjoining  sec- 
tion. Mr.  Robinson  not  only  aims  at  erecting  a 
building  which  will  command  attention  for  archi- 
tectural beauty,  but  also  makes  it  a rule  to  econo- 
mize space  in  every  way,  and  he  has  furnished 
plans  and  specifications  for  some  of  the  best  public 
buildings  in  the  State.  In  1892  he  wedded  Miss 
Vina  Toby,  of  Carbondale,  where  they  reside,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Marie.  (8)  Barbara,  born 
in  1867,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Vincent,  and  they 
reside  in  Georgetown,  Wayne  county,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  farming.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Mabel.  (9)  Nicholas  Robinson,  born  in  1869,  mar- 
ried Miss  Maggie  White,  of  Texas,  Wayne  county, 
and  they  reside  in  Carbondale,  where  Mr.  Robin- 
son follows  the  carpenter  thade.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren living — Eva  and  Florence.  Jerome  B.  Robin- 
son, the  father  of  this  large  family,  is  a citizen  of 
Texas  township,  and  he  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party  in  that  section  as  one 
of  its  most  loyal  members.  He  is  a devout  Catholic 
in  religious  connection. 

George  Robinson  was  reared  in  his  birthplace, 
and  he  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  the 
most  part,  being  also  known  as  a stockman  in  this 
part  of  the  township.  For  the  past  twenty  years 
he  and  his  family  have  occupied  their  present 
home  in  Texas  township,  known  as  the  Clover  Hill 
farm,  which  is  part  of  the  Whitney  estate,  and  dur- 
ing that  time  he  has  acted  as  superintendent  for 
Mrs.  Whitney.  In  1880  Mr.  Robinson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Murrman,  of 
Seelyville,  and  seven  children  have  come  to  their 
union:  Lizzie  A.,  born  in  February,  1881:  Henry 
A.,  July,  1882 ; Louis  G.,  August,  1886 ; Cora  M., 
August,  1888:  E.  Royal,  September,  1890;  Grace 
A.,  October,  1897;  and"  Laura,  in  June,  1899.  Henry 
A., the  eldest  son,  is  now  employed  in  the  office  of  the 
Montreal  Daily  Witness,  and  resides  with  his  uncle 
in  Montreal.  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Prompton.  In 
political  affiliation  he  is  a stanch  Prohibitionist. 

Mrs.  Robinson  is  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  five 
children  born  to  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Murrman, 
natives  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  who  came  to  America 
in  1866  and  settled  in  Seelyville,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  the  father  followed  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  A 
record  of  the  family  is  as  follows : ( 1 ) Catherine 
(Mrs.  Robinson  I was  born  in  i860  in  Bavaria, 
Germany.  (2)  Rev.  Adam  Murrman.  born  in  1863 
in  Germany,  is  now  a minister  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  located  at  Montreal,  Canada.  He  married 
Miss  Julia  Moody,  of  Northfield,  Mass.,  who  is  a 


niece  of  the  late  famous  evangelist,  Dw  ight  L. 
Moody.  They  have  no  children.  (3)  Henry  was 
born  in  1864  in  Germany,  and  learned  his  father’s 
trade,  shoemaking,  working  with  him  in  the  Dir- 
land  & Thompson  shoe  factory  in  Honesdale.  He 
married  Miss  Clara  Long,  of  Honesdale,  where 
they  reside,  and  they  have  two  daughters — Marion 
and  Gertrude.  (4)  Mary  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
was  an  infant  when  the  family  came  to  America. 
She  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Folley,  of  Seely- 
ville, and  has  one  son,  Edward.  (5)  Cornelia  was 
born  in  Seelyville,  and  married  Willis  Searles  of 
that  place.  They  now  reside  in  Pcckville,  near 
Scranton,  with  their  two  children — Harold  and 
Clarence.  Mr.  Murrman  still  makes  his  home  in 
Honesdale,  and  is  among  the  honored  and  respected 
residents  of  that  place. 

D.  W.  WILCOX,  who  has  resided  on  his  farm 
in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  for  nearly 
forty  years,  is  a representative  prosperous  farmer 
and  lumberman  of  this  part  of  the  county,  and  a 
member  of  one  of  the  earliest  pioneer  families  of  the 
region,  being  a son  of  Darius  and  Sophronia  (Sim- 
mons) Wilcox,  who  were  well  known  among  the 
early  settlers  of  this  locality. 

Darius  Wilcox  was  a native  of  Blackstown, 
R.  I.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  For  a few  years 
he  was  located  in  Windham  county,  Conn.,  and 
there  he  married,  but  in  1836  he  decided  to  migrate 
west  and  try  his  fortune  in  a region  just  then  open- 
ing up  to  civilization,  Wayne  county,  Penn.  He 
preempted  169  acres  of  wild  land  situated  in  Damas- 
cus township,  erected  a round-log  house  and  barn 
upon  the  property,  and  in  the  following  year,  1837, 
brought  his  family  to  their  home  in  the  wilderness 
and  commenced  the  work  of  carving  out  a farm  and 
establishing  himself  in  a comfortable  home.  By 
arduous  and  unceasing  toil  he  succeeded  in  clear- 
ing seventy-five  acres  of  the  land,  which  he  brought 
to  a highly  improved  state  and  cultivated  profita- 
bly to  the  end  of  his  days,  succeeding  beyond  his 
expectations  in  acquiring  a valuable  property,  a 
property  whose  condition  and  appearance  were  in 
reality  a monument  to  his  energy  and  skill.  As  the 
passing  years  brought  him  continued  prosperity 
he  made  various  improvements  on  the  place,  put- 
ting up  a commodious  frame  house  and  barn,  etc., 
and  he  made  his  home  there  until  his  death,  in  1868. 
His  wife,  who  shared  with  him  all  the  hardships 
and  privations  incident  to  life  on  a new  farm  in  an 
unsettled  region  and  proved  a faithful  helpmeet  to 
him  in  all  his  trials,  survived  him  nine  years,  pass- 
ing away  in  1877.  They  were  among  the  most  suc- 
cessful of  the  early  settlers  in  the  neighborhood, 
but  their  neighbors  and  friends  were  all  of  the  one 
opinion,  that  none  merited  better  success,  and  they 
were  respected  and  admired  by  all  for  their  cour- 
age and  industry  and  for  the  many  sterling  traits  of 
character  which  showed  forth  in  all  their  actions 
and  dealings  with  others.  They  reared  a family 
of  four  children,  of  whom  D.  W.  is  the  eldest. 
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Freda  was  born  in  1835  in  Connecticut,  grew  to 
maturity  on  the  farm  in  \\  aync  county,  and  thcie 
married  W illiam  H.  Rose,  of  Sullivan  county,  N. 
Y. ; they  now  reside  on  a part  of  the  old  V ilcox 
homestead  in  Damascus;  they  have  had  two  chil- 
dren — William  J.,  who  is  unmarried,  and  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  William  Tymerson,  of  Richmond  Hill,  L.  I. 
Ellen,  born  in  1838  in  Damascus,  is  the  wife  of 
Solomon  C.  Impson,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
has  one  son  living,  Marian,  a bright  young  man, 
who  has  received  a fine  education ; they  are  now 
residents  of  Hollisterville,  Wayne  county.  John 
T.,  born  in  1844,  in  Damascus,  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  farm,  and  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Frances 
E.  Winkley,  also  of  Wayne  county,  settled  on  the 
homestead,  where  he  still  has  his  home;  they  have 
four  children — Julia  ( Airs.  Nathaniel  Wood,  of 
Damascus),  Ferry,  Lon  and  Dovie. 

D.  W.  Wilcox  was  born  in  February,  1832, 
in  Windham  county,  Conn.,  and  grew  to  manhood 
on  the  homestead  in  Damascus  township,  where 
from  his  earliest  years  he  was  inured  to  the  duties 
of  farm  life.  The  public  schools  in  those  days  were 
few  and  far  between,  and  as  our  subject’s  services 
were  needed'at  home  his  attendance  was  somewhat 
limited,  and  if  the  perseverance  which  he  has  dis- 
played in  everything  had  not  manifested  itself  early 
in  his  life  his  learning  might  have  been  limited  too. 
But  he  studied  evenings  by  the  fire  until  he  had 
mastered  the  rudimentary  English  branches,  and 
possessing  intelligence  of  no  mean  order  he  has 
succeeded  in  gaining  more  than  the  average  in  the 
school  of  experience.  He  has  always  kept  his  own 
business  accounts,  and,  like  his  father,  acquired  by 
good  management  and  tireless  industry  a comfort- 
able share  of  this  world's  goods.  In  1853  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Julia  Rose,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y., 
and  they  lived  on  a farm  in  Oregon  township  which 
he  had  purchased  for  the  three  years  following,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  and  bought  a farm 
in  Damascus,  near  Beaver  Meadows,  while  on  this 
place  engaging  in  agriculture  and  lumbering,  job- 
bing logs  and  peeling  bark  for  one  and  a half  years. 
In  1859  he  purchased  the  present  home,  comprising 
1 50  acres,  which  at  that  time  was  in  a primitive  con- 
dition, and  he  at  once  set  about  the  task  of  clearing 
and  improving  this  tract,  125  acres  of  which  are 
now,  thanks  to  his  industry,  under  a fine  state  of 
cultivation.  A good  frame  house,  two  commodious 
barns  and  other  outbuildings  adorn  the  place  and 
enhance  its  value,  which  is  now  considerable,  for 
it  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  the  township. 
During  the  early  part  of  his  residence  here,  for 
about  ten  years,  Mr.  Wilcox  followed  lumbering- 
in  connection  with  general  farming,  working  along 
the  Delaware  river,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
and  attention  has  been  devoted  to  the  management 
of  his  agricultural  interests.  His  farm,  besides 
being  provided  with  all  the  modern  improvements 
considered  necessary  by  the  up-to-date  farmer,  is 
well  stocked  with  the  best  Durham  cattle,  fine  sheep, 
hogs  and  poultry  of  improved  breeds;  and  the  I 


orchard,  set  out  by  his  own  hands  and  carefully 
cultivated,  is  one  of  the  largest  in  Damascus.  | I 

Mr.  Wilcox  has  made  a place  for  himself  among 
the  intelligent  and  successful  farmers  of  this  section, 
and  he  is  a self-made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the  I 
term,  having  risen  by  his  own  efforts.  Beginning 
life  a poor  boy,  he  toiled  early  and  late  to  obtain  a 
good  start  in  the  world,  and  he  advanced  steadily  i 
year  by  year  to  a place  among  the  solid  men  of  this  ! 
prosperous  community,  respected  by  all  who  know  j 
him.  ft  I 

In  1862  Mr.  Wilcox  enlisted  in  the  Union  cause,  i. 
becoming  a member  of  Company  E,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  , 

Capt.  G.  W.  Hubbel,  Col.  Funk,  commanding.  He  | 
was  sworn  into  the  service  at  Philadelphia,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  guard  duty,  acting  during  the  J 
heavy  drafts  of  1863,  when  he  was  detailed  to 
guard  public  property.  In  the  meantime  he  was 
elected  sergeant  and  was  later  promoted  to  orderly,  1 
which  rank  he  still  held  at  the  time  of  his  discharge 
from  the  service.  He  was  in  Philadelphia  for  ten 
months. 

In  June,  1869,  Mrs.  Julia  Wilcox  passed  away, 
leaving  five  children,  viz:  Alice,  Mrs.  Acie  M. 

Scott,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  who  has  four 
children ; May,  born  in  Damascus,  now  the  wife  of 
John  P.  Jaycox,  of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county;  Dann, 
born  in  Damascus,  who  resides  in  Pikeville  (near 
Scranton),  Penn.;  Sophronia,  Mrs.  William  Dela- 
mater,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  who  has  three 
children ; and  Mattie,  born  in  Damascus,  who  is 
married  and  lives  near  Scranton.  In  December, 
1869,  the  father  wedded  Miss  Lucretia  Skinner, 
of  Damascus,  who  passed  away  in  May,  1879,  the 
mother  of  three  children,  namely : Jenie,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Pikeville,  Penn. ; Lillie,  who 
became  the  wife  of  William  Hughes,  of  Pikeville, 
where  she  died,  leaving  one  daughter ; and  Miles 
A.,  who  was  born  and  reared  on  the  homestead  and 
is  now  living  in  Starrucca  (he  is  unmarried).  On 
November  16,  1879,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Addie  Smithers,  of  Damascus, 
whose  parents,  James  and  Phoebe  Darling,  were 
natives  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Milford 
Penn.,  respectively.  In  1869  she  married  William 
Smithers,  and  to  that  union  were  born  three  chil- 
dren— Alvidena,  now  Mrs.  Fred  Gudline,  of  Damas- 
cus, who  has  one  child,  Ella;  Addie,  born  in  Wayne 
county,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  A.  Bennett,  of 
Damascus  (she  has  no  children)  ; and  Allen  D., 
unmarried,  who  lives  at  home.  One  daughter  has 
blessed  this  last  marriage,  Flattie  L.,  born  October 
23,  1882,  in  Damascus,  who  is  now  attending  school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  are,  in  -religious  connection, 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  before  the  formation  of  that  party 
belonged  to  the  Old-line  Whigs,  always  taking-  more 
or  less  interest  in  public  affairs,  especially  in  his 
own  locality ; while  in  Oregon  townhip  he  served 
one  term  as  supervisor.  Socially  he  is  a member 
of  Capt.  James  Hann  Post  No.  106,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
his  sOn  Miles  is  a member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
at  Lackawaxen. 
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ISAAC  LOVELASS  is  well  known  in  Wayne 
county  as  a prosperous  lumberman,  miller  and  land- 
owner  of  Damascus  township,  where  he  owns  a fine 
property,  and  he  is  a leading  spirit  in  the  social  and 
public  life  of  his  locality.  He  is  a native  of  Wayne 
county,  born  December  23,  1837,  near  Honesdale, 
son  of  Isaac  and  Annie  (Mills)  Lovelass,  who  were 
natives  of  Beaminster,  Dorsetshire,  England,  and 
were  reared  and  married  in  the  country  of  their 
birth. 

On  coming  to  this  country,  Isaac  Lovelass  and 
his  young  wife  lived  for  a time  in  Philadelphia, 
Penn.,  removing  thence  to  Wayne  county  and  locat- 
ing in  Damascus  township,  where  he  had  made  a 
purchase  of  land.  He  made  various  improvements 
on  the  place,  and  they  resided  there  until  1835,  when 
he  sold  and  removed  to  Oregon  township,  again  in- 
vesting in  real  estate.  During  his  residence  here 
he  followed  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  boat-builder, 
continuing  thus  until  1847,  in  which  year  he  sold  his 
place  in  Oregon  township  and  went  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  bought  land  with  the  intention  of  establish- 
ing a new  home  in  that  State.  While  returning  to 
Pennsylvania  for  his  family,  however,  he  was  taken 
sick,  and  he  died  soon  after  reaching  his  destination, 
in  September,  1847.  He  left  a wife  and  seven  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Mary,  born  May'll,  1832,  in  Halifax, 

Nova  Scotia,  married  George  Sheard,  of  Damascus, 
three  children  being  born  to  this  union — Ellsworth 
A.,  George  W.  and  Mary  Alice  (Mrs.  Joseph  Bur- 
cher,  of  Damascus)  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheard  live  on 
his  farm  and  he  is  engaged  in  shoemaking.  John, 
born  November  23,  1833,  in  Philadelphia,  married 
for  his  first  wife  Miss  Charlotte  Gavitt,  of  Wayne 
county,  who  died  leaving  a large  family,  and  he 
subsequently  wedded  Mrs.  Murrilla  Matthews,  of 
Lebanon,  by  whom  he  has  no  children ; they  reside 
in  Damascus.  Emily,  born  July  10,  1836,  in  Damas- 
cus, is  the  wife  of  David  Orr,  of  Damascus,  and 
they  live  on  a farm  in  that  township ; they  have 
had  two  children — William  D.,  who  is  married,  and 
Eliza  J.,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Sisson,  of  Wayne  county. 
Abigail,  born  December  29,  1840,  in  Oregon,  is  mar- 
ried to  Simeon  Skinner,  of  Damascus,  and  has  one 
son,  Wellington.  Catherine,  born  March  4,  1845, 
in  Oregon,  became  the  wife  of  H.  M.  Stanton,  of 
Damascus,  and  they  now  live  at  Long  Branch,  N.  J., 
where  he  follows  contracting  and  building;  they 
have  two  daughters — Harriet  and  Florence,  both  at 
home.  Annie,  born  April  15,  1847,  011  the  old  home- 
stead, is  the  widow  of  Mr.  Ayers,  of  Brooklyn,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Ethel. 

Isaac  Lovelass  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood  in  Wayne 
county,  and  being  a mere  boy  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death  he  was  obliged  to  begin  life  in  earnest 
at  a very  early  age.  He  learned  the  trade  of  mill- 
wright and  carpenter,  following  the  same  for  five 
years,  after  which  he  commenced  lumbering,  for 
some  years  as  a jobber.  He  purchased  his  present 
property  in  1864,  at  which  time  he  was  a partner  in 
thefirmof  Wood,  Boyd  & Lovelass,  and  he  continued 


to  do  business  with  them  until  1876,  when  he  became 
sole  owner,  and  he  has  since  conducted  it  on  his  own 
account.  He  erected  a new  sawmill,  as  well  as  a 
grist  and  cider  mill,  and  manufactures  sawed  lum- 
ber, in  addition  to  this  giving  considerable  attention 
to  the  improvement  of  his  land,  which  is  kept  under 
a fine  state  of  cultivation  and  supplied  with  all  the 
necessary  conveniences  for  modern  agricultural 
work.  He  has  erected  a fine  home,  substantial  barns 
and  other  outbuildings,  and  has  a place  of  which  he 
may  well  be  proud,  for  it  is  as  attractive  as  it  is  val- 
uable. Mr.  Lovelass  is  one  of  the  oldest  lumbermen 
on  the  Delaware  river,  where  he  has  rafted  lumber  for 
over  a quarter  of  a century,  running  it  to  Camden, 
N.  J.,  and  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  he  has  always 
been  foremost  among  the  lumbermen  of  this  section 
as  a shrewd  manager  and  prosperous  business  man, 
possessing  good  judgment  in  the  line  in  which  he  is 
engaged.  His  business  methods  have  never  been 
questioned,  and  his  reputation  for  integrity  and  hon- 
esty is  second  to  none,  for  he  is  admired  and  respect- 
ed by  his  business  acquaintances  wherever  he  goes, 
and  commands  the  esteem  of  all  who  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  knowing  him.  In  the  affairs  of  his  home  com- 
munity, in  supporting  any  movement  for  the  prog- 
ress or  benefit  of  the  neighborhood,  he  gives  material 
aid  and  influence  to  every  cause  which  in  his  opin- 
ion is  for  the  general  good.  For  three  years  he 
held  the  office  of  supervisor  of  the  township,  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  that  incumbency  with  fidel- 
ity and  ability,  but  he  is  not  an  office-seeker,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  time  to  his  private  interests. 

In  1865  Mr.  Lovelass  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Rebecca  Fish,  of  Damascus,  whose  par- 
ents, Daniel  and  Nancy  (Maffit)  Fish,  were  former- 
ly of  Liberty,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  removed 
thence  in  1862  to  Wayne  county,  here  passing  the 
remainder  of  their  days.  Daniel  Fish  was  born 
June  26,  1789,  at  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  died  at  Da- 
mascus, December  26,  1879.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812.  His  wife,  Nancy  (Maffit)  Fish, 
was  born  November  3,  1801,  in  Dutchess  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  died  October  20,  1884.  They  were  married 
May  16,  1832.  On  February  10,  1824,  Mr.  Fish  had 
wedded  Margaret  Harmes,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children:  Ellen,  born  December  1,  1824,  married 

Gersham  Porter,  and  died  in  1890.  William  P., 
born  October  7,  1826,  served  in  the  Civil  war  as 
gunner  in  Company  F,  144th  New  York  Battery, 
and  was  killed  by  accident  at  Morris  Island  in  1863. 
John  B.,  born  March  4,  1829,  enlisted  in  1861,  in 
Company  FI,  52nd  P.  V.  I.,  rose  to  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain, and  was  mustered  out  in  March,  1865 ; he  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Malvern  Hill, 
White  Oak  Swamp,  Seven  Pines  and  Fair  Oaks ; 
after  the  close  of  the  war  he  became  a major  in  the 
State  militia.  Margaret,  born  January  27,  1831, 
married  Isaac  Pinckney,  who  is  now  deceased.  By 
his  second  union  Mr.  Fish  became  the  father  of  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Sarah  A.,  born  April  14,  1833, 

married  Morris  A.  Reybolds.  Edmund,  born  No- 
vember 27,  1834,  enlisted  in  January,  1864,  in  Com- 
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pany  F,  15th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was 
discharged  in  October,  1865;  he  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Spottsylvania,  the  Wilderness,  Cold  Har- 
bor and  Petersburg.  Lavina,  born  December  25, 
1836,  married  Sexton  Noble,  Drusilla  was  born 
January  14,  1840.  Rebecca,  Mrs.  Lovelass,  was  born 
August  29,  1842.  Mr.  Lovelass  and  his  young 
wife  settled  at  their  present  home  soon  after  mar- 
riage, and  here  they  have  reared  their  family  of 
children,  as  follows:  Lena,  born  April  17,  1870, 

received  a fine  education  in  Damascus  and  for  the 
past  several  years  has  followed  teaching  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Wayne  county.  Lydia,  born  Novem- 
ber 13,  1872,  died  February  14,  1886,  a bright, 
charming  girl,  whose  early  death  was  greatly 
mourned.  Isaac  N.,  born  December  20,  i874>  is  en~ 
gaged  in  business  with  his  father,  having  charge  of 
the  gristmill ; he  is  unmarried.  Laura  S.,  born  Oc- 
tober 21,  1876,  commenced  her  education  in  the 
schools  of  Damascus  and  graduated  from  the  nor- 
mal school  at  Stroudsburg;  she  has  taught  three 
terms  in  the  Wayne  county  schools  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  parents.  Homer,  born  August  3, 
1878,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Damascus,  and 
also  graduated  from  the  Scranton  Business  College. 
The  home  is  a pleasant  place,  equipped  with  all 
modern  improvements,  and  the  family  circle,  cul- 
tured and  refined,  and  pervaded  with  the  spirit  of 
the  father,  who  is  noted  for  his  genial,  hospitable 
nature,  is  one  of  the  most  cheerful  in  the  locality. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lovelass  and  their  daughters  are 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Union  Church  of  Damascus. 
He  is  a Republican  in  political  faith,  belonging 
originally  to  the  Old-line  Whigs,  and  he  has  always 
been  active  in  the  local  workings  of  the  party. 

HENRY  S.  BLOES,  who  after  a busy  and 
useful  life  is  now  living  retired  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Bryant,  in  Varden,  Wayne  county,  was  born 
in  Easton,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  April  22,  1826. 
His  parents,  Nicholas  and  Mary  (Radeline)  Bloes, 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  county,  where  the 
father  carried  on  farming  as  a life  work.  He  died 
in  1836,  aged  sixty  years,  his  wife  passing  away  at 
the  age  of  seventy.  To  them  were  born  children 
as  follows : Eliza,  now  the  widow  of  Charles  Zink, 
who  lived  near  Weissport,  Penn.;  David,  a retired 
railroad  engineer,  who  lives  in  Hazleton,  Penn. . 
Reuben,  deceased;  Henry  S.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Mason,  an  undertaker,  of  Weissport;  and 
Mary,  wife  of  Reuben  Zimerman,  a retired  wheel- 
wright, living  in  Weissport. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Henry  S.  Bloes 
went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Benjamin  Bates,  a mill- 
er at  Ivreidersville,  Northampton  county,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
Going  to  Easton,  Penn.,  he  worked  in  the  mill  of 
Peter  Snyder  for  a year,  and  in  May,  1848,  came  to 
the  present  site  of  Varden,  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  worked  as  a miller  for 
Gabriel  Howell  nine  years.  The  following  two 
years  were  spent  in  farming,  after  which  he  spent 


another  year  with -Mr.  Howell.  Again  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  a short  time,  and  then  returned  to 
Mr.  Howell,  who  subsequently  sold  his  mill  to  Mr. 
O'Donald,  for  whom  our  subject  worked  two  years. 
Eor  one  year  he  was  also  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Jntirc,  the  next  owner  of  the  mill,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  he  traded  his  farm  for  a half-interest 
in  the  same,  Moses  Swingle  purchasing  the  other 
half.  After  operating  it  together  for  three  years 
the  property  was  divided,  Mr.  Bloes  continuing 
to  own  and  conduct  the  mill  until  1869,  when  he 
traded  it  for  a farm  in  South  Canaan  township. 
In  1871  he  sold,  and  then  purchased  another  farm 
and  sawmill  at  Varden ; but  after  carrying  on  the 
latter  for  two  years,  he  sold  it  to  his  son  Charles, 
who  continued  business  there  for  three  years.  In 
the  meantime  our  subject  continued  to  devote  his 
energies  to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm,  but  since 
selling  out  to  his  son-in-law,  George  Bryant,  in 
1890,  he  has  lived  retired,  enjoying  the  rest  which 
should  always  follow  a long  and  honorable  business 
career. 

At  South  Canaan  Mr.  Bloes  was  married,  in 
April,  1894,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Frisbie,  a native  of 
South  Canaan  township,  and  a daughter  of  Solo- 
mon and  Charlotte  (Howard)  Frisbie,  of  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.  She  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
February  3,  1895,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years 
and  five  months.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bloes  are  as  follows;  Charles,  baggage-mas- 
ter for  the  Erie  & Wyoming  Valley  railroad,  living 
at  Dunmore,  Penn.,  married  Adelia  McM'inn, 
and  has  three  children — Blanche,  Bertha  and  Hen- 
ry. Viola  is  the  wife  of  Edgar  Yale,  a farmer  of 
Lebanon,  Penn.,  and  has  four  children,  Grace, 
Henry,  Olan  and  Ethel ; Wilton,  a druggist  and 
merchant  of  Peckville,  Pennsylvania,  married  Lana 
Shaffer,  and  has  two  children — Lee  and  Wai- 
ter ; and  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  George  Bryant,  a 
farmer  of  Varden,  and  has  two  children.  Mr. 
Bloes  has  one  great-grandchild. 

Originally  Mr.  Bloes  was  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, but  he  now  gives  his  support  to  the  principles 
of  the  Prohibition  party,  believing  the  question  of 
Temperance  to  be  the  most  important  issue  be- 
fore the  people.  Socially  he  is  an  honored  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  South  Canaan,  and  in  relig- 
ious connection  is  a prominent  and  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  in  which  he 
has  served  as  treasurer,  steward  for  the  past  fifteen 
vears,  and  trustee  for  the  past  twenty  years.  He 
has  also  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  local  political 
positions  of  honor  and  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he 
has  most  capably  and  conscientiously  performed. 

GEORGE  CHECKLEY  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  respected  citizens  of  Honesdale.  To 
untiring  industry  and  sound  business  judgment 
he  adds  a genial  and  kindly  demeanor  that  wins 
the  cctrdial  good-will  of  all  who  come  within  his  in- 
fluence, and  the  helpful  wishes  of  a host  of  friends 
brighten  his  pathway  in  life.  An  evidence  of  his 
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popularity  is  seen  in  the  fact  that,  although  a stanch 
Democrat,  he  occupies  a place  in  the  council  of  a 
borough  which  has  long  been  a Republican  strong- 
hold, and  it  is  but  fair  to  say  that  his  able  and 
•efficient  discharge  of  duty  in  that  position  has  still 
further  established  him  in  public  favor. 

Mr.  Checkley  is  of  English  birth  and  ancestry, 
the  home  of  his  family  having  been  at  Mollington, 
Oxfordshire,  where  he  was  born  April  n,  18G0. 
His  father,  the  late  William  Checkley,  was  born 
and  reared  in  that  locality,  and  for  some  years  of 
his  early  manhood  was  engaged  in  agriculture.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Hazelwood,  also  a native  of 
England,  who  died  in  January,  1868.  In  1873  he 
came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York  City,  and 
soon  afterward  settled  at  Honesdale,  where  lie  en- 
tered the  employ  of  B.  L.  Wood.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  New  York  and  spent  five  years  in  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  Willis,  but  his 
last  days  were  passed  in  Honesdale,  his  death  occur- 
ring there  in  September,  1897.  He  and  his  wife 
had  a family  of  five  children,  of  whom  three  died 
in  childhood,  previous  to  the  death  of  their  mother. 
The  only  surviving  daughter,  Ada,  kept  house  for 
her  father  after  coming  to  Honesdale  until  her 
marriage,  in  1888,  to  Charles  Willis,  a furniture 
dealer  in  Newark,  N.  J. ; they  have  two  children — 
Charles  W.  and  Florence  A. 

As  Air.  Checkley  was  about  thirteen  years  old 
when  he  came  to  the  United  Statees  with  his  father, 
he  had  already  received  some  educational  advan- 
tages in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land.  Not 
long  after  his  arrival  in  Honesdale  he  secured  em- 
ployment in  the  glass  factory,  and  in  1874  he  began 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  barber’s  trade  with  William 
T.  Heft.  On  completing  his  apprenticeship,  in 
1877,  Air.  Checkley  entered  the  employ  of  Ferdi- 
nand W hite,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years, 
but  in  1879  he  formed  a partnership  with  Nicholas 
Loris,  and  purchased  the  shop  of  his  old  employer, 
Mr.  Heft.  The  partnership  continued  until  Janu- 
ary, 1896,  when  Mr.  Checkley  bought  the  entire 
interest,  and  he  has  ever  since  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone,  with  increasing-  patronage.  He  is  a 
thorough  American  in  spirit,  and  has  always  taken 
keen  interest  in  public  questions.  In  February, 
1898,  he  was  elected  to  his  present  office  of  coun- 
cilman, and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
active  members  of  that  body.  In  religious  faith  he 
inclines  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  his  parents  hav- 
ing been  members  of  the  Church  of  England.  Al- 
though he  was  but  eight  years  old  when  his  beloved 
mother  passed  to  the  unseen  life,  he  has  never  for- 
gotten the  lofty  Christian  principle  which  she  in- 
stilled into  his  young  mind.  Growing  to  manhood 
under  the  watchful  care  of  a kind  and  indulgent- 
father,  with  the  loving  sympathy  of  a gentle  sister 
sustaining  him,  he  developed  a fine  character,  rich 
in  the  elements  of  true  manliness. 

In  1884  Mr.  Checkley  married  Miss  Mary 
Weiser,  of  Honesdale,  and  the  union  has  been 
blessed  by  three  daughters — Edith  W.,  who  died  1 


at  the  age  of  fourteen  months ; Martha,  born  April 
10,  1893,  and  Marion,  born  July  6,  1895.  In  1888 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Checkley  went  to  Europe  on  a pleas- 
ure trip  and  remained  about  three  months,  visiting 
his  old  home  in  England  and  the  locality  in  Ger- 
many where  his  wife’s  ancestors  had  resided  for 
generations.  They  had  a delightful  journey,  their 
voyages  on  the  Atlantic  being  made  in  most  favora- 
ble weather,  and  on  their  return  to  Honesdale  they 
again  settled  down  in  their  cozy  home.  In  1893 
Mr.  Checkley  purchased  the  old  homestead  of  his 
wife’s  parents,  located  in  Spring  street,  Honesdale. 
Mrs.  Checkley  is  a native  of  Honesdale,  born  in 
1859,  ar*d  her  parents,  Michael  and  Rosina  Weiser, 
who  were  both  born  in  Germany,  were  for  many 
years  residents  of  that  place.  This  worthy  couple 
had  a large  family  of  children,  and  Mrs.  Checkley 
is  one  of  six  who  are  living  at  the  present  time.  ( 1 ) 
John  M.  is  married  and  lives  in  Honesdale.  (2) 
Michael,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  now  resides  at 
Port  Jervis,  where  he  owns  a fine  home  and  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  business  as  a machinist.  He 
is  married  and  has  a large  family.  (3)  Barbara, 
who  was  born  in  Honesdale,  married  Lewis 
Schuetz,  a stonemason  of  that  town,  and  they  have 
a large  family.  (4)  Mrs.  Rosa  Feeley  resides  in 
Honesdale;  she  has  one  daughter.  (5)  William, 
a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  married  Miss  Adelia 
Kilcoyne,  of  Honesdale,  who  has  one  son,  Will- 
iam, Jr. 

JOHN  WHITAKER,  a prominent  agricultur- 
ist of  Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the 
most  highly-esteemed  citizens  of  that  locality,  and 
his  genial  and  cheerful  disposition  has  attracted  to 
him  a host  of  friends.  His  family,  which  has  been 
identified  with  this  section  for  many  years,  has  al- 
ways been  noted  for  public  spirit  and  patriotism,  and 
in  war  and  peace  its  members  have  shown  a high 
order  of  citizenship. 

Mr.  Whitaker  was  born  in  1827  in  Orange 
county,  AT.  Y.,  son  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  (Rob- 
inson) Whitaker.  Flis  father,  who  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  came  to  America  in  1825,  and  after  spend- 
ing a few  years  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  removed 
to  this  section,  locating  on  the  canal  in  Texas  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  at  the  present  site  of  Leonards- 
ville,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land.  He 
cleared  the  place  for  a farm  and  erected  comfortable 
buildings,  securing  a fine  homestead  as  the  result 
of  his  labors,  and  for  many  years  he  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  that  vicinity.  His 
death  occurred  in  1862,  and  his  wife  survived  him 
only  a few  years.  Of  their  children,  William,  who 
was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1833,  served  as 
a soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  and  some  years  ago 
moved  to  the  West  with  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Collins.  (2)  John,  our  subject, 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (3)  Francis  served 
in  the  Union  army  in  the  Civil  war,  and  in  early 
manhood  went  West  to  make  his  home,  but  bis 
whereabouts  are  now  unknown.  ( 4)  Thomas, who  was 
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born  in  1835,  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  came  to  Wayne 
county  with  his  parents,  and  for  some  time  followed 
boating  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal,  but  for  a 
number  of  years  he  has  held  the  office  of  foreman 
for  the  canal  company.  Pic  served  during  the  Civil 
war  in  Company  B,  4th  New  York  Battery,  taking 
part  in  numerous  battles.  In  1868  he  married  Miss 
Frances  Secor,  daughter  of  John  and  Emeline 
(Williams)  Secor,  who  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut and  settled  at  Plonesdale  at  an  early  day,  be- 
coming leading  residents  of  that  place.  Thomas 
Whitaker  resides  about  two  miles  from  Honesdale, 
on  the  road  to  Hawley.  Pie  and  his  wife  have  two 
bright  children — Frederick  and  Plattie.  (5)  Miss 
Eliza  Jane  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
now  resides  with  our  subject  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  where  she  is  held 
in  great  respect  for  her  excellent  qualities  of  char- 
acter. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm, 
and  became  familiar  at  an  early  age  with  the  details 
of  agricultural  work.  After  the  death  of  his  father 
he  remained  at  the  homestead  with  his  sister  Eliza 
Jane,  who  takes  charge  of  the  house,  and  for  many 
years  he  has  conducted  the  farm  successfully. 
Some  time  ago  he  became  crippled  with  rheumatism, 
preventing  him  from  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
work  of  the  place,  but  he  bears  this  severe  affliction 
with  remarkable  fortitude,  seldom  mentioning  his 
sufferings.  In  religion  he  inclines  toward  the 
Methodist  Church,  his  parents  having  been  devout 
members  of  that  organization.  At  one  time  he  was 
an  active  worker  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Honesdale, 
and  he  was  a charter  member  of  Lodge  No.  1709. 
Among  his  admirable  traits  of  character  is  that  of 
absolute  loyalty  to  his  friends,  a rare  quality  which 
is  thoroughly  appreciated  by  those  who  are  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  be  included  in  his  circle  of  intimates. 
Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  of  Old-line 
Whig  antecedents,  and  ne  has  taken  an  influential 
share  in  the  local  work  of  the  party,  having  served 
nine  consecutive  years  in  the  office  of  supervisor. 

JOHN  J.  BAIRD,  who  resides  in  Tracyville, 
Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the  well  and  favorably 
known  citizens  of  Texas  township.  He  is  a native 
of  the  county,  born  in  February,  1854,  in  Hones- 
dale, and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Annie  (Cain) 
Baird,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  early  life. 

John  Baird  settled  in  Honesdale  before  his 
marriage,  and  for  many  years  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.  at  that  place. 
Pie  purchased  property  and  established  a comforta- 
ble home  for  himself  and  his  children,  who  were 
eight  in  number,  viz. : Thomas,  who  died  in  boy- 

hood ; Mary,  born  in  Honesdale,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  John  Loftus,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; William, 
born  in  1856  in  Plonesdale,  living  in  Winona,  Minn., 
where  he  follows  the  trade  of  machinist  (he  mar- 
ried Miss  Maggie  Kerns,  of  Winona,  and  they  have 
four  children — Edward, ‘Mary,  Julia  and  Bernard)  ; 


Annie,  Mrs.  Ploward  Bishop, of  Honesdale,  who  has  ■ 
four  children — Susan,  Frank,  Emma  and  George;  j II 
James,  born  in  Honesdale,  now  engaged  in  rail-  jil 
reading  on  the  New  York  & Erie  road,  and  resid-  I 
ing  on  the  old  Baird  homestead  (he  married  Miss  II 
Mary  Murray,  of  Honesdale,  and  they  have  two  11 
children — Madeline  and  Joseph)  ; Edward,  born  in  II 
Honesdale,  who  married  Miss  Annie  Grove,  of  that  II 
place  and  still  lives  there  (they  have  two  sons — II 
Paul  and  Thomas)  ; Joseph,  a railroad  man,  resid-  II 
ing  in  Deposit,  who  is  married  to  Miss  Mary  Madi-  'jl 
gan,  of  Port  Jervis;  and  John.  The  father  of  this  || 
family  passed  away  in  1897  in  Honesdale,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  and  his  widow  still 
occupies  the  old  homestead.  I 

John  J.  Baird  attended  the  schools  of  Hones-  ij 
dale  during  his  boyhood,  acquiring  a good  common- 
school  education,  and  at  an  early  age  began  work 
on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal,  where  he  became  I 
captain  on  a boat.  In  1878  he  left  this  to  work  on  I 
the  dock  at  Honesdale,  and  continued  to  be  thus  j 
employed  for  about  ten  years,  with  the  Erie  com-  b 
pany,  repairing  cars,  etc.  In  November,  1882,  he  j 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  J.  Dunn, 
who  was  born  in  Honesdale  in  1854  and  received 
her  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  town 
and  Tracyville,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood. 

The  young  couple  settled  on  the  homestead  of  her 
parents,  in  Tracyville,  and  have  ever  since  made 
thfflr  home  there,  making  various  improvements, 
however,  in  the  dwelling,  which  they  have  remod- 
eled and  changed  until  it  is  now  a most  comforta- 
ble and  pleasant  residence.  . Four  children  have 
blessed  their  union,  namely:  Elizabeth,  born  in  1884 
in  Tracyville,  who  is  now  a pupil  in  the  Honesdale 
schools;  William,  born  in  1888,  Abbie,  born  in  1890, 
and  Francis,  born  in  1892,  all  three  attending  the 
Tracyville  school.  In  religious  faith  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baird  are  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
in  the  work  of  which  they  take  an  active  part,  and 
he  is  also  united  with  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  of  Hones- 
dale. He  gives  his  political  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  with  whose  local  interests  he  has  been 
closely  identified,  and  he  is  at  present  filling  his 
second  term  as  school  director,  having  been  re-elec- 
ted to  that  position  in  1898.  Mr.  Baird  has  the  sin- 
cere respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  township, 
and  he  has  an  enviable  reputation  among  the  busi- 
ness men  of  Tracyville  for  honesty  and  sterling  in- 
tegrity. 

Mrs.  Baird  belongs  to  one  of  the  early  families 
of  this  section  of  Wayne  county,  her  maternal 
grandparents,  Francis  and  Jerusha  Burns,  having 
migrated  from  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
were  born,  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1814.  They 
settled  in  South  "Canaan  when  that  portion  of  the 
county  was  a vast  wilderness,  and  there  resided  un- 
til 1840,  clearing  out  a farm  and  establishing  a com- 
fortable ■ home  during  those  years.  They  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Rilevville,  Lebanon 
township.  They  reared  a family  of  five  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom,  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  Septem- 
ber, 1813,  in  South  Canaan,  and  became  the  wife 
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of  Patrick  Dunn  in  1845,  the  ceremony  taking  place 
in  Honesdale.  Mr.  Dunn  was  a native  of  Ireland, 
born  September  16,  1816,  and  settled  in  Honesdale 
in  1842,  obtaining  employment  with  the  E.  V. 
White  Axe  Co.,  for  whom  he  worked  forty-five 
years,  continuing  with  them  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1887.  His  wife  followed  him  to  the 
grave,  passing  away  on  Christmas  Day,  1897.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dunn  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  politically  he  was  a loyal 
member  of  the  Democratic  party.  They  passed  their 
married  life  in  Traeyville,  where  were  born  their 
family  of  five  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Charles 

F.  died  when  three  years  of  age.  (2)  Alice  J.  is 
the  wife  of  John  J.  Baird.  (3)  Andrew,  born  in 
1856,  died  in  childhood.  (4)  William  F.  was 
killed  in  June,  1894,  being  thrown  from  a loaded 
wagon.  He  was  a most  exemplary  young  man, 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  sudden  and 
untimely  death  was  deeply  mourned.  (5)  John, 
born  in  April,  1864,  married  Miss  Maggie  Ryan, 
of  Honesdale.  where  they  reside ; he  is  engaged  in 
the  butcher  business.  They  have  four  children — 
Hilda,  Irene,  Helen  and  Arthur. 

JAMES  McBETTI,  an  energetic  and  enter- 
prising farmer  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county, 
was  born  in  New  York  City,  February  25,  1847. 
a son  of  James  and  Ellen  (Hall)  McBeth,  natives 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  respectively.  They  were 
married  in  Scotland,  and  on  their  emigration  to 
America  in  1840  located  in  New  York  City,  where 
the  mother  died  in  1852.  Five  years  later  the 
father  removed  to  Blooming  Grove  township.  Pike 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  made  his  home  until  called  to 
his  final  rest,  February  12,.  1893,  his  remains  being 
interred  at  Fords  Valley,  that  county.  In  early 
life  he  was  employed  as  a ship  builder,  but  after 
coming  to  Pennsylvania  gave  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  was  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics and  a faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  His  children  were:  Robert  (deceased), 

who  married  Eliza  Crom  ; Sarah  J.,  deceased  wife 
of  Patrick  McGinn  ; Rachel,  widow  of  John  Wil- 
son, a merchant  of  New  York ; and  Tames. 

At  theearlyageof  twelvevears  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  left  home,  and  started  out  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world  by  working  for  neighboring  farm- 
ers. He  was  thus  employed  until  October,  1862, 
when  he  enlisted  for  three  years  in  Companv  M, 
1 8th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  E.  J.  Penne- 
packer.  He  joined  his  regiment  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  with  it  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Gettysburg,  Cedar  Creek,  Winchester  and  Spottsyl- 
vania,  besides  many  skirmishes.  Fortunately  he 
was  never  wounded,  and  when  the  war  was  over 
he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  in 
November,  1865.  Returning  to  Blooming  Grove 
township.  Pike  county,  he  worked  as  a farm  hand 
until  1868,  when  he  purchased  a farm  in  that  town- 
ship, which  he  operated  for  eight  years.  Selling 
the  same  at  a profit,  he  bought  another  farm  on  the 


Lackawaxen  river,  in  Pike  county,  and  two  years 
later  sold  that  place  at  an  advance.  He  then  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county,  which  is  one  of  the 
neatest  and  best  cultivated  places  of  the  locality. 
In  addition  to  bis  farming  operations,  he  run  a 
stage  line  and  carried  the  mail  between  Lords  Val- 
ley, Paupack  and  Hawley,  from  1870  until  1874, 
making  three  trips  a week. 

On  October  7,  1866,  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  Mr.  McBeth  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Susan  Cron.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Emma  J.,  now  the  wife  of  James  W. 
Harmon,  a railroad  engineer  of  Petersburg,  Penn., 
by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Helen  M.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Beth was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  December 
25,  1852,  and  is  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Hannah 
E.  (Wilson)  Cron,  also  natives  of  that  county, 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until 
1856,  when  they  removed  to  Paupack,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, entered  the  service  of  his  country  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  was  wounded  on  the  first  day  of  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  dying  from  the  effects  of  the 
same  three  days  later.  The  mother  died  in  Ster- 
ling township,  Wayne  county,  September  28,  1886, 
and  was  buried  there.  The  children  born  to  them 
were  Lotta,  deceased  wife  of  David  Ayres ; Moses, 
a laborer »of  Sterling  township;  Susan,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Simon,  a lumberman  of  Pike  county,  who 
married  Phoebe  Osmer ; John,  a farmer  of  Wayne 
county ; Peter,  a farmer  of  Dreher  township,  who 
married  Flenriette  Digrote ; and  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Frank  Eargon.  The  mother  was  twice  married, 
her  second  husband  being  Thomas  B.  Nevin,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children : Thomas  W.,  a team- 

ster of  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  Eve,  wife  of  William 
Crompton,  of  Scranton. 

Mr.  McBeth  gives  his  political  support  to  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party.  In 
recognition  of  his  services  in  the  war,  he  now  re- 
ceives a pension  from  the  general  government,  and 
is  an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at 
Newfoundland. 

PETER  SMITH,  who  passed  away  September 
28,  1899,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years, 
eleven  months,  was  for  a number  of  years  one  of  the 
retired  farmers  of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county, 
and  held  an  honored  place  among  the  venerable 
pioneer  citizens  of  this  region,  where  he  passesd 
all  of  his  long  and  useful  life — a prosperous  agri- 
culturist and  a valued  member  of  the  community 
in  whose  development  he  took  an  interested  and 
active  part. 

Dir.  Smith  was  a native  of  Pike  county,  born 
October  28,  1816,  in  Lehman  township,  son  of  Isaac 
and  Catherine  (Arnst)  Smith,  and  was  of  German 
descent,  his  paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Bar- 
bara (Otterweller)  Smith,  having  been  born  in 
Germany,  whence  they  came  to  the  LTnited  States 
in  1775,  settling  in  Northampton  county,  Penn. 
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Here  Mrs.  Smith  died.  Grandfather  Smith  took 
part  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  after  the  close  of 
that  struggle  came  to  Pike  county,  settling  at  the 
present  site  of  Middle  Smithfield,  which  is  now  in- 
cluded in  Monroe  county.  Ide  was  a cooper  by 
occupation  and  lie  followed  his  trade  and  also  en- 
gaged in  veterinary  surgery, being  noted  far  and  wide 
for  his  skill  in  that  direction.  He  had  purchased 
700  acres  of  river-bottom  land  upon  his  location 
here,  and  he  became  a citizen  of  wealth  and  prom- 
inence in  the  community.  He  was  the  father  of 
thirteen  children — Jonas,  John,  Philip,  William, 
Michael,  Isaac,  Abram,  Jacob,  Ludwig,  Elizabeth, 
Barbara,  Susan  and  Margaret,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity  and  reared  families,  each  having  a son 
named  John. 

Isaac  Smith,  the  father  of  Peter  Smith,  was 
born  in  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  and  was  a life- 
long farmer.  He  was  married  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  then  in  Pike,  now  in  Monroe  county,  to 
Miss  Catherine  Arnst,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  as  follows : John,  deceased,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Hankerson  ; Catherine,  Mrs.  Elias 
Labar,  deceased ; George,  who  died  in  Nebraska, 
first  married  to  Mary  Berry  and  afterward  to  Mar- 
garet Snover ; Elizabeth,  widow  of  Charles  Hoff- 
man, of  Monroe  county,  Penn. ; Peter,  the  subject 
proper  of  these  lines;  Sarah,  wife  of  Joseph  Ace, 
deceased ; Anna,  Mrs.  Isaac  Stronk,  of  Monroe 
county;  Louisa,  widow  of  Peter  Hoffman,  of  Mon- 
roe county;  and  Mary  wife  of  Anthony  Friend,  of 
Sparrow  Bush,  N.  Y.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  in  i860,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  the  mother 
two  years  later,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  Their  re- 
mains rest  in  Coolbaugh  cemetery, in  Monroe  county. 
Religiously  they  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  a Democrat  in  political 
sentiment.  Mrs.  Smith’s  father,  Michael  Arnst, 
was  a native  of  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
settling  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  children  were  George, 
Michael,  William,  Henry,  Jacob,  Barbara,  Eliza- 
beth and  Catherine. 

Peter  Smith  grew  to  manhood  under  the  pa- 
rental roof,  and  remained  at  home  helping  his  father, 
until  his  marriage,  on  November  27,  1841,  in  Leh- 
man township,  to  Miss  Caroline  Schuman.  For 
the  two  years  following  the  young  couple  lived  on  a 
farm  in  Lehman  township  rented  from  Mrs.  Smith’s 
father,  removing  thence  to  the  farm  owned  by  Mr. 
Smith  s father,  which  they  rented  for  seven  years. 
In  the  meantime  Mr.  Schuman  had  died,  and  they 
returned  to  the  farm,  which  was  now  owned  by  Mrs. 
Schuman,  living  there  for  another  seven  years,  car- 
ing  for  her  and  working  the  land  until  their  final 
removal  to  the  place  in  Delaware  township  where 
the)  afterward  had  their  home,  Ibis  farm,  which 
comprises  141  acres  of  valuable  land,  is  now 
under  a fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  Mr,  Smith 
succeeded,  by  years  of  unceasing  industry,  in  con- 
verting it  into  a most  profitable  tract,  which  yielded 


him  a good  income.  During  his  active  years  he 
ranked  among  the  progressive  and  prosperous 
farmers  of  the  vicinity,  and  all  the  good  fortune 
which  came  to  him  was  the  result  of  faithfulness  and 
hard  labor  on  his  own  part,  assisted  of  course  by  his 
good  wife.  Mr.  Smith  was  respected  among  a wide 
circle  of  friends  and  neighbors  in  Delaware  town- 
ship. In  religious  connection  he  was  identified  with 
the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  trustee  for 
three  years,  and  of  which  his  wife  is  also  an  ad- 
herent. His  political  sympathies  were  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  while  never  a politician  in  the 
sense  of  office-seeker  he  served  his  fellow  citizens  in 
various  capacities,  filling  ably  the  offices  of  auditor, 
supervisor  and  school  director  in  the  township.  His 
remains  rest  in  the  family  plot  in  Delaware  cemetery. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  had  a large  family,  of 
whom  we  give  a brief  record : Sophia  married  Daniel 
Latimore,  who  now  lives  retired  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  J. ; Catherine,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  James 
Nyce ; Sally  Ann  is  the  widow  of  Charles  Wicham, 
of  Port  Jervis ; Isaac  H.  is  a farmer  in  Delaware 
township,  and  is  mentioned  elsewhere ; John  C., 
who  is  a farmer  in  Delaware  township,  mar- 
ried Jane  LaBar ; Charles  died  young;  Hannah, 
James  and  Cornelia  are  deceased  ; Emma  lives 
at  home ; Philip  died  young ; Alfred  is  living  at 
home.  Mrs.  Caroline  (Schuman)  Smith,  the 
mother,  is  a native  of  Northampton  county,  Penn., 
born  April  22,  1821,  in  Nazareth  township,  daughter 
of  Herman  and  Catherine  (Sholl)  Schuman,  of 
Bucks  county, _ Penn.,  who  came  to  Pike  county  in 
1839.  They  located  in  Lehman  township,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days,  Mr.  Schuman 
engaging  in  milling,  farming,  carpenter  work,  etc. 
He  passed  away  November  14,  1846,  aged  sixty-six 
years,  and  Mrs.  Schuman  survived  him  many  years, 
her  death  occurring  September  23,  1865,  when  she 
was  eighty-four  years,  two  months,  five  days  old ; 
they  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  the  cemetery  in  Lehman 
township.  They  were  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  politically  Mr.  Schuman  was  a Demo- 
crat. Their  famly  consisted  of  nine  children,  viz. : 
Mary,  Mrs.  Andrew  Friend;  Catherine,  Mrs.  John 
Finger  ; William  H.,  who  married  Eliza  Flick  ; Sally, 
Mrs.  Jonas  Leah;  Peter,  who  married  Sally  A. 
Jacoba;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Charles  Wagner;  Rebecca, 
Mrs.  Jacob  Walter;  Caroline,  Mrs.  Smith;  and 
James  B.,  who  married  Eleanor  Smith.  Mrs.  Smith 
is  the  only  survivor. 

AARON  CORTRIGHT,  the  well-known  rail- 
way conductor,  whose  sudden  death  on  August  9, 
1898,  is  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, passed  almost  his  entire  life  in  Pike  county, 
but  he  came  of  an  old  and  highly-respected  New 
Jersey  family  which  was  founded  in  this  country  by 
his  great-grandfather,  a native  of  Germany  and  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Aaron  Cort- 
right,  was  born  probably  in  New  Jersev,  and  for 
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many  years  was  a blacksmith  at  Pinkneytown,  Sus- 
sex county,  that  State.  He  died  about  1853,  his 
wife  passing  away  some  years  before.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  John  J.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Will- 
iam (deceased),  who  was  a farmer  of  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  where  his  descendants  still  live;  Elsie 
(deceased),  who  married  James  Space,  and  lived  in 
Sussex  county;  Phoebe  (deceased),  who  married 
George  De  Vour,  of  the  same  county;  and  Mary 
Ann,  who  died  unmarried. 

John  J.  Cortright  was  born  and  reared  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  was  married  in  Pike  coun- 
ty, Perm.,  to  Miriam  Greening,  daughter  of  John 
Greening,  a representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  the  county.  About  1843  Mr.  Cortright 
removed  to  Pike  county  and  located  in  Dingman 
township,  not  far  from  Shohola  Falls,  where  he 
purchased  a tract  of  land  and  engaged  extensively 
in  lumbering.  He  erected  a sawmill  which  he  oper- 
ated for  fifteen  years,  and  on  disposing  of  this  prop- 
erty purchased  farm  land  in  Dingman  township. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  151st  P.  V.  I., 
for  nine  months,  but  being  a middle  aged  man  he 
could  not  well  endure  the  hardships  of  camp  life 
and  was  taken  ill,  was  sent  to  the  military  hospital 
and  after  his  recovery  was  placed  in  the  hos- 
pital service.  He  was  able  to  do  no  hard  labor 
after  his  return  from  the  war,  and  soon  afterward 
sold  his  farm,  securing  light  employment  with  the 
Erie  Railroad  Company  at  Lackawaxen,  Penn., 
where  he  remained  some  years.  Subsequently  he 
made  his  home  with  his  son  Levi,  in  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  departed  this  life  in  July,  1882,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  His  wife  survived 
him  for  some  time,  dying  December  23,  1892,  at  the 
age  of  sixtv-six  years.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest 
of  their  seven  children  ; Emma  died  at  the  age  of  six 
years ; Ellen  married  Marvin  Shannon,  of  Lacka- 
waxen township,  Pike  county,  and  died  in  1894; 
Levi,  a railroad  employe,  married  Charlotte  Lam- 
brick,  and  died  in  1882 ; Phcebe  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Hendershot,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; and  VVilliam  and 
Annie  both  died  in  infancy. 

Aaron  Cortright,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  July  27, 
1841,  and  when  a little  child  came  with  his  parents 
to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  where  he  ever  after  made 
his  home.  Prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  he 
enlisted,  at  Hawley,  Penn.,  April  18,  1861,  for  three 
months,  but  on  account  of  illness  did  not  serve. 
However,  on  September  13,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  I,  7th  N.  J.  V.  I.,  to  serve  three  years 
or  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  participated  in 
many  fierce  battles,  among  the  most  noteworthy 
being  the  battles  of  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Han- 
over Court  House,  Fair  Oaks,  Union  Church,  the 
Seven-days  fight,  Malvern  Hill,  Bull  Run  (second). 
Chantilly,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettys- 
burg, Manassas  Gap,  Bristol  Station,  Mine  Run, 
the  Wilderness,  Spottsvlvania  and  Rappahannock 
Station,  besides  many  minor  engagements.  On 
May  24,  1864,  at  North  Anna,  he  was  wounded  by 


a minie  ball  passing  through  his  jaw  and  neck,  and 
for  five  months  lie  lay  in  the  hospital  at  Philadel- 
phia. On  regaining  his  strength  he  joined  his  regi- 
ment, but  at  Hatcher’s  Run,  February  5,  1865,  he 
was  wounded  in  the  right  breast.  At  that  time 
the  men  were  in  marching  trim,  and  our  subject 
had  a small  tent  rolled  up  and  strapped  over  his 
shoulder.  Had  the  bullet  not  been  intercepted  by 
this  the  wound  would  certainly  have  proved  fatal, 
for  it  passed  through  forty-seven  thicknesses  of  the 
cloth  before  imbedding  itself  in  his  breast.  He 
has  a relic  of  the  Rebellion  in  this  bullet,  and  says 
that  he  could  not  be  induced  to  part  with  it.  After 
receiving  his  first  wound  he  participated  in  the 
siege  which  ended  in  the  fall  of  Petersburg,  and 
the  battles  of  Sailor’s  Creek,  Farmville,  and  Appo- 
mattox, where  Lee  surrendered.  After  taking  part 
in  the  grand  review  at  Washington,  D.  C,  he  was 
honorably  discharged,  July  22,  1865,  with  the  rank 
of  first  sergeant,  and  returned  home  with  a war 
record  of  which  he  might  be  justly  proud. 

At  Milford,  Penn.,  January  1,  1866,  Mr.  Cort- 
right married  Miss  Annie  M.  Blackmer,  daughter  of 
Etna  Blackmer,  a prominent  farmer  and  lumberman 
of  Pike  county.  Two  children  were  born  to  them : 
John  J.,  born  November  18,  1867,  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years  and  ten  months ; and  Grace,  born  No- 
vember 12,  1869,  died  March  18,  1874.  They  lived 
at  Matamoras. 

In  December,  1865,  Mr.  Cortright  secured  em- 
ployment on  the  Erie  railroad  as  switchman  at 
Lackawaxen,  Penn.,  and  later  became  a member 
of  the  bridge  carpenter's  crew.  From  that  he  was 
promoted  to  the  train  servied,  first  as  flagman,  then 
as  brakeman,  and  later  as  conductor,  having  held 
the  last  position  for  twenty-one  years,  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  Leaving  the  road  in  1880,  he 
spent  two  years  in  the  West  and  Southwest,  but  at 
the  end  of  that  time  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and 
resumed  his  old  employment.  On  August  9,  1898, 
Mr.  Cortright  was  killed  while  making  up  his  train 
at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  He  was  standing  on  the  front 
platform  of  his  caboose,  talking  to  some  friends, 
when  some  cars  were  switched  on  the  same  track, 
striking  his  caboose  and  knocking  him  off,  and  he 
was  killed  instantly. 

Mr.  Cortright  was  an  honored  member  of  Car- 
roll  Post  No.  279,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Port  Jervis,  also 
belonged  to  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors,  and 
was  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd- 
Fellows  from  1878.  He  was  a firm  believer  in 
Churches,  and  gave  liberally  to  their  support.  Po- 
litically he  was  a pronounced  Republican,  and  served 
several  terms  as  a delegate  to  the  State  conventions 
held  at  Harrisburg.  At  one  time  he  was  the  can- 
didate of  his  party  for  representative,  and  although 
his  opponent,  F.  A.  Kessler,  of  Matamoras,  was 
elected,  our  subject  made  a phenomenal  run,  polling 
the  largest  Republican  vote  ever  known  in  the 
county.  He  manifested  the  same  loyaltv  in  davs 
of  peace  as  in  days  of  war,  and  all  who  knew  him 
had  for  him  the  highest  regard. 
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W INTON  SHAFFER,  until  recently  the 
genial  and  popular  proprietor  of  the  “Grove  House,” 
at  Georgetown,  Wayne  county,  is  a member  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  highly-esteemed  families  of 
that  locality,  being  a great-grandson  of  John  Shaffer, 
who  settled  there  in  1783.  This  well-known  pioneer 
was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in 
Colonial  times,  locating  first  in  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  served  in 
Washington’s  army.  While  in  New  York  State  he 
married  a Miss  Forbes,  by  whom  he  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  John,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
State ; Moses,  the  first  white  child  born  in  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county;  Samuel,  our  sub- 
ject’s grandfather;  Catherine,  Mrs.  James  McBean ; 
Susan,  Mrs.  Joshua  Borleigh ; Effie,  Mrs.  Jacob 
Swingle ; Betsey,  Mrs.  Edward  Doyle ; and  Polly, 
Mrs.  Samuel  Chumard. 

Samuel  Shaffer  was  born  March  15,  1791,  at 
the  old  homestead  in  South  Canaan  township,  and 
was  reared  among  the  primitive  surroundings  of 
that  time.  He  became  a tanner  by  occupation,  and 
was  for  many  years  a leading  resident  of  Shaffer- 
town,  now  Varden,  a little  rural  community  in  which 
he  resided.  Pie  died  July  28,  1864,  and  his  wife, 
who  like  himself,  was  noted  for  kindliness  of  heart, 
died  April  12,  1851.  Their  children  were:  Eliza- 
beth, Mrs.  John  Spangenburg;  Moses,  our  subject's 
father ; Abraham,  who  married  Lydia  Shumard ; 
Eli,  who  married  Peggie  A.  Quick;  Amy,  Mrs. 
Daniel  Everts ; Lydia,  Mrs.  Simon  Enslin ; Barsilla, 
a resident  of  Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  and  the 
eldest  of  the  family  now  living ; Oliver,  who  died  in 
childhood ; Mary,  who  married  Henry  Reed,  both 
deceased ; Joseph,  who  married  Laura  E.  Enslin, 
and  resides  in  South  Canaan  township ; Alexander, 
who  married  (first)  Martha  Quick  and  (second) 
Amanda  Reed ; Rachel  S.,  who  married  Jacob  Ens- 
lin ; and  Martha,  wife  of  Francis  Enslin. 

Moses  Shaffer,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
September  20,  1813,  in  South  Canaan  township,  and 
his  death  occurred  there  July  4,  1875.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Priscilla  Curtis,  was  born 
April  8,  1817,  and  died  December  9,  1880,  the  re- 
mains of  both  being  interred  at  Shaffertown,  now 
Varden.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Minerva,  born  September  20,  1834,  married  the  late 
Oliver  Swingle  and  died  in  November,  1891  ; Sil- 
venus,  born  April  18,  1836,  died  September  11, 
1S75  ; Isaiah,  born  December  19,  1837,  married  Miss 
Margaret . Curtis  and  resides  at  Gravity,  Penn., 
where  he  is  employed  as  foreman  on  the  track  of  the 
Erie  & Wyoming  railroad;  Angeline,  born  October 
16,  1839,  married  Henry  W.  Rose,  of  Franklin, 
Penn. ; Henry,  born  August  6,  1841,  is  a farmer  in 
South  Canaan  township ; Oliver,  born  January  7, 
1843,  died  March  13,  1890:  Emily,  born  August  18, 
1S40,  married  Stanley  Burleigh,  both  now  deceased ; 
Saphronis,  born  January  30,  1846,  married  Susan 
Garner,  and  resides  at  Lima,  Ohio,  where  he  is  em- 
ployed as  a foreman  for  an  oil  company ; Lewis,  born 
June  18,  1847,  married  Elizabeth  Miller  and  re-  ' 


sides  in  Priceburg,  Penn. ; Ophelia,  born  December 
30,  1848,  died  May  22,  1854;  Mary,  born  March  30, 
1851,  married  Daniel  B.  Lamerton,  a farmer  in 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  Norman,  born  Jan- 
uary 13,  1853,  married  Jane  Baker,  and  resides  at 
Baltimore,  Ohio,  where  he  is  employed  as  foreman 
of  an  oil  company;  Winton,  our  subject,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below;  Oscar,  born  January  11, 
1857,  died  June  15,  same  year ; Willard,  born  August 
19,  1858,  married  Miss  Anna  Dickman,  and  resides 
at  St.  Marys,  Penn.,  where  he  conducts  a boarding- 
house. 

The  Curtis  family,  to  which  our  subject’s 
mother  belonged,  was  of  German  origin,  and  the  first 
to  come  to  this  country  was  Henry  Curtis,  who  had 
served  in  the  German  army  for  four  years,  and,  after 
his  arrival  in  America,  spent  three  years  as  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  forces.  In  1784  he  and  his 
wife  Merilla  (Swingle)  removed  to  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  purchasing  205  acres  of 
land  at  two  shillings  per  acre.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren : Jeremiah  (who  bought  the  old  homestead  for 
thirty-four  cents)  and  Mary  (who  married  John 
Reed).  Jeremiah  Curtis,  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  married  Polly  Wagner,  daughter  of 
Adam  Wagner,  of  South  Canaan  township,  and  had 
the  following  children:  Rhoda,  Aaron,  Priscilla  (our 
subject’s  mother),  Moses,  Mary  Ann,  Elizabeth, 
Angeline,  and  Caroline.  By  his  second  marriage, 
with  Elizabeth  Hoadley,  Jeremiah  Curtis  had  two 
children : Solomon  and  Charlotte. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  31,  1854,  in 
South  Canaan  township,  and  remained  at  the  home- 
stead until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five,  with 
the  exception  of  six  months  spent  in  the  oil  fields. 
He  was  strong  and  active  up  to  his  sixth  year,  when 
he  was  taken  ill,  and  after  being  helpless  for  two 
years  he  did  not  fully  regain  his  strength,  having 
been  compelled  to  use  crutches  ever  since.  Not- 
withstanding this  disadvantage  he  has  made  a sub- 
| stantial  success  in  life,  conquering  bravely  the  physi- 
cal conditions  which  the  most  skillful  treatment  that 
could  be  obtained  has  failed  to  cure.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-five  he  began  trading  horses ; for  some 
years  he  followed  various  occupations,  as  his  health 
permitted,  and  spent  some  time  clerking  in  the  store 
of  J.  L.  Miller,  at  Georgetown.  On  April  1,  1891, 
he  commenced  to  conduct  the  “Grove  House,”  and 
under  his  capable  management  it  increased  in  popu- 
larity and  prestige.  He  has  always  taken  much  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  and  until  recently  has  been 
a stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  as 
he  does  his  own  thinking  he  has  seen  fit  to  vote  in- 
dependently of  late,  choosing  the.  best  men  and 
measures  regardless  of  partisan  lines.  He  has 
served  three  years  as  tax  collector  in  South  Canaan 
and  was  also  township  assessor  there.  Socially  he  is 
connected  with  different  organizations,  including 
the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  at  Gravity.  Mr.  Shaffer  has  re- 
cently disposed  of  his  interests  in  Georgetown,  and 
now  resides  at  Elmhurst,  Lackawanna  county. 

On  February  15,  1S90,  Mr.  Shaffer  was  married 
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at  Honesclale,  by  Rev.  L.  J.  Swift,  a Presbyterian 
minister,  to  Miss  Eliza  Miller.  Two  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  Layton,  born  May  i,  1892,  and 
Priscilla  H.,  born  November  24,  1895.  Both 

are  notably  attractive,  and  the  elder  is  developing 
into  a remarkably  bright  boy,  possessing  an  unusual 
memory.  Mrs.  Shaffer,  who  is  a true  helpmeet  to 
her  husband,  was  born  March  24  1858,  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Hannah  (Dobelle)  Miller.  Her  father,  a prominent 
farmer,  was  born  in  Lake  township  July  16,  1821, 
and  his  death  occurred  there  April  7,  1883.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county,  August  11,  1822,  died  in  Lake  township, 
same  county,  January  24,  1896.  This  worthy  couple 
had  the  following  children:  Julia,  born  November 
16,  1842,  who  married  Alfred  Chapman,  a farmer 
near  Chapmantown,  Lake  township,  Wayne  county ; 
Celestie,  born  August  7,  1844,  wife  of  Daniel  Tiller- 
son,  a contractor  in  Dover.  N.  J. ; Annie,  born  De- 
cember 4,  1845,  now  Mrs.  Lewis  Thorpe,  a widow, 
residing  at  Honesdale ; Armena,  born  January  28, 
1847,  wife  of  William  Henderson,  a farmer  of  Port 
Oram,  N.  J. ; Isabella,  born  December  24,  1848,  who 
died  Lebruary  24,  1862;  Jesse,  born  December  8, 
1850,  who  married  Miss  Mary  Edwards,  and  resides 
upon  the  old  homestead  in  Lake  township ; Char- 
lotte, born  January  21,  1853,  who  died  April  17, 
1877;  Olive,  born  October  5,  1S54,  who  married 
James  Henderson  and  died  January  6,  1883;  Fran- 
cis,  born  July  14,  1856,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Eliza,  wife  of  our  subject;  Addie,  born  March  24, 
i860,  who  died  in  infancy;  Lriend,  born  January 
6,  1863,  who  married  Miss  Belle  Edwards,  and  re- 
sides in  Philadelphia,  where  he  is  employed  as  a 
machinist.;  Josie,  born  April  30,  1864,  who  died  in 
infancy;  and  Cora,  born  May  15,  1868,  who  married 
John  Pellett,  a farmer  near  Deckertown,  N.  J. 
The  ancestors  of  the  Miller  family  were  early  set- 
lers  in  New  England.  Jesse  Miller,  Mrs.  Shaffer’s 
grandfather,  a native  of  Connecticut,  married  Miss 
Margaret  Bishop,  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  he  followed  farming  for  many  years,  and 
both  died  at  the  old  homestead,  which  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  their  grandson,  Jesse  Miller.  This  couple 
had  five  children:  Palmer,  Jason.  Jesse,  John,  and 
Joseph  (the  father  of  Mrs.  Shaffer). 

JAMES  F.  DAVALL,  the  well-known  propri- 
etor of  “The  Spruces,”  a beautiful  farm  in  Preston 
township,  Wayne  count}',  is  a native  of  the  county, 
born  October  12,  1833,  at  Little  York,  now  called 
Winwood,  and  is  a representative  of  an  old  and 
prominent  family.  The  name  was  originally  spelled 
De  Valle.  The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  the 
New  World  were  French  Huguenots,  who  were 
obliged  to  leave  France  on  account  of  religious  per- 
secution, and  in  this  country  they  established  a home 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  they  were 
represented,  serving  under  Gen.  La  Fayette.  There 
were  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  went  South  and  was 
killed  during  a Fourth  of  July  celebration,  while 


the  other  located  in  northern  New  York,  and  from 
him  our  subject  is  descended. 

William  F.  Davall  (our  subject’s  father)  was 
born  in  New  York  City,  a son  of  Franklin  and 
Sarah  (Sands)  Davall,  the  former  a native  of  Og- 
densburg,  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of 
Connecticut,  belonging  to  the  same  Sands  family 
which  has  its  representatives  near  Hancock,  N.  Y. 
About  1820,  when  William  F.  Davall  was  eleven 
years  of  age,  his  father,  who  was  a rope  maker,  left 
New  York  City  for  Preston  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  where  the  son  grew  to  manhood.  He  wedded 
Mary  J.  Simpson,  a native  of  England,  who  when 
a child  of  eight  years  was  brought  by  her  parents, 
James  and  Sarah  (Stockdale)  Simpson,  to  America, 
they  spending  their  last  days  in  Preston  township, 
Wayne  county.  Being  an  only  son,  William  F.  Da- 
vall remained  on  the  old  homestead  for  many  years, 
and  later  lived  for  some  years  on  the  Stockport  road 
in  Preston  township,  following  lumbering  and  farm- 
ing throughout  his  active  business  life.  On  attain- 
ing his  majority  he  became  a Democrat,  but  in  1856 
voted  for  Fremont,  and  continued  to  support  that 
party  until  called  from  this  life  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years.  He  attended  Church,  was  quite  liberal 
in  his  religious  views,  while  his  wife  held  member- 
ship in  the  Universalist  Church.  She  died  in  De- 
cember, 1899,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Fanny 
McLaury,  Oquaga  Lake,  aged  eighty-eight  years. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  twelve 
children:  James  F. ; Airs.  Julia  Belknap  (de- 
ceased) ; William  H.,  a resident  of  .Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.;  Airs.  Sarah  J.  Hays  (deceased); 
Charles  O.,  of  California;  Savillian  F.,  who 
during  the  Civil  war  was  a member  of  the  56th  P. 
V.  I.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years ; Airs. 
Eliza  Parsons,  of  Potter  county,  Penn. ; John  S., 
a member  of  the  6th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  during 
the  war,  and  now  a resident  of  Preston  township, 
Wayne  county ; Airs.  Phoebe  O.  Lord,  of  Potter 
county;  George  L.,  a merchant  of  Winwood;  Airs. 
Clara  L.  Hartwick,  of  Potter  county;  and  Fanny 
AI.  McLaury,  of  Oquaga  Lake,  N.  Y.  Our  subject, 
two  brothers,  and  three  brothers-in-law — Hays,  Par- 
sons and  Hartwick — were  all  Lhiion  soldiers  during 
the  Rebellion.  Two  sisters,  Julia  and  Eliza,  were 
for  a time  successful  school  teachers. 

To  a limited  extent  James  F.  Davall  attended 
the  district  schools  during  his  boyhood,  but  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  laid  aside  his  text  books  to  aid 
his  father  in  the  mill,  and  to  lumbering  and  milling 
he  devoted  his  time  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war.  In  August,  1861,  at  the  first  call  for  three 
years'  men,  lie  enlisted  in  the  50th  New  York  En- 
gineer Corps,  and  with  his  command  was  at  or  near 
most  of  the  great  battles  in  which  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  participated.  During  the  last  year  of  the 
war  he  was  on  detached  service  with  Hancock’s 
corps,  and  was  finally  honorably  discharged  at 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  after  three  years  and  thirty-one  days 
of  arduous  and  faithful  service.  Returning  home, 
Air.  Davall  resumed  the  occupations  of  farming  and 
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lumbering,  and  in  1870  bought  the  John  Stearns 
farm  of  144  acres,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 
J 1 is  beautiful  residence  was  built  in  1893,  at  a cost 
of  $3,500,  and  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings 
have  also  been  erected,  making  it  one  of  the  most 
desirable  farms  of  Preston  township.  It  is  con- 
veniently located  two  miles  from  Winwood,  and  here 
he  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
dairying. 

On  October  27,  1864,  Mr.  Davall  married  Miss 
Mary  J.  Carpenter,  a daughter  of  Nathan  T.  and 
Mary  (Luther)  Carpenter,  the  latter  a descendant  of 
Martin  Luther.  In  1831  her  parents  removed  from 
Swansea,  Mass.,  to  Preston  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  where  the  father  died  in  1893,  aged  eighty- 
nine  years,  the  mother  when  aged  fifty-seven.  In 
their  family  were  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
namely : Theopholis  Luther,  who  was  a member  of 
the  50th  New  York  Engineer  Corps  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Jackson,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn. ; Mary  J.,  wife  of  our  subject ; Dan,  who 
died  of  measles  while  serving  as  a member  of  the 
50th  New  York  Engineer  Corps;  Hannah,  who  died 
unmarried ; and  Nathan  who  was  a member  of  the 
same  regiment  as  his  brothers  and  is  now  living  in 
Pleasant  Mount,  Penn.  Politically  the  father  was 
first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican.  I11  religious 
faith  he  was  liberal,  while  his  wife  was  a member 
of  the  Freewill  Baptist  Church. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davall  are:  Mary 
L.,  wife  of  Oscar  Curtis,  of  Sherman,  Penn. ; Anna, 
wife  of  Edwin  Bayless,  of  Glen  Hazel,  Elk  Co., 
Penn. ; Phenie  C.,  a popular  and  successful  teacher, 
now  the  wife  of  T.  B.  Lippincott,  of  Elk  county; 
and  William  F.  and  Grace,  both  at  home.  The  chil- 
dren have  all  been  well  educated,  attending  the 
academies  at  Pleasant  Mount,  Hancock  and  De- 
posit, N.  Y.  The  family  are  all  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  have  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them.  Fraternally, 
Mr.  Davall  is  an  honored  member  of  Capt.  Oliver 
Mum  ford  Post  No.  373,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Starrucca. 

HON.  HUMPHREY  J.  MILLARD.  Men  of 
marked  ability,  forceful  character  and  culture  leave 
their  impress  upon  the  world  written  in  such  indeli- 
ble characters  that  time  is  powerless  to  obliterate 
their  memory  or  sweep  it  from  the  minds  of  men. 
Their  commendable  acts  live  long  after  they  have 
passed  from  the  scene  of  their  earthly  careers.  Mr. 
Millard  is  one  of  the  strongest  characters  who  have 
become  an  integral  part  of  the  business,  political 
and  religious  life  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  by 
the  exercise  of  his  powers  has  not  only’ advanced 
his  individual  prosperity  but  has  contributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  welfare  of  the  county. 

J his  worthy  citizen  of  Rush  township  is  a na- 
tive of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, December  24,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  Stephen 
S.  and  Sallie  E.  (Tower)  Millard.  The  father 
was  a farmer  and  lumberman  by  occupation,  oper- 
ating sawmills  in  this  region.  In  politics  he  was 


first  a Democrat,  and  later  a Republican.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  earnest  and  faithful  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  was  born  in  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  December  7,  1818, 
and  died  in  Rush  township,  April  27,  1880,  being 
laid  to  rest  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery,  Auburn  town- 
ship. His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Harford  township,  October  28,  1823,  and 
died  in  Lenox  township,  February  28,  1850,  being 
buried  there.  The  children  born  to  them  were : 
Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Samuel  D.  Janes,  of  Great 
Bend;  Humphrey  J.,  our  subject;  Freeman  T.,  who 
was  killed  on  the  railroad  while  working  as  brake- 
man  ; and  Rosanna  P.,  deceased  wife  of  Oscar  C. 
Tallman.  For  his  second  wife  the  father  married 
Ann  Kennedy,  a daughter  of  Ezra  Kennedy,  of 
New  Jersey.  She  died  August  18,  1873,  and  was 
buried  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  The  following 
children  were  born  of  this  union  :•  Libby,  wife  of 
William  Terry,  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn. ; Martha,  wife  of  David  Patterson,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Fremont,  also  a resident  of 
Binghamton ; Amanda,  wife  of  Adelbert  Allen,  of 
South  Montrose,  Penn. ; Norman,  a farmer  of 
Owego,  N.  Y. ; Alice,  wife  of  Charles  Flummerfelt, 
a hotel  man,  of  Springville,  Penn. ; Arthur,  a stone 
mason,  of  Rome,  Penn.  The  father's  third  mar- 
riage was  with  Sylvia  Maxy,  by  whom  he  had  no 
children.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents, 
John  T.  and  Sallie  (Buck)  Millard,  were  of  Irish 
and  Dutch  extraction,  respectively,  and  died  in 
Jackson  county,  Wis.  He  was  a farmer  and  manu- 
facturer of  shingles.  Their  children  were : Andrew, 
Stephen  S.,  John,  Margaret  (wi+’e  of  Benjamin 
Carr),  Clarissa  (wife  of  William  Llanulton),  Nel- 
son, David,  Ebenezer,  Sarah  (wife  of  Allen  Mc- 
Donald), and  Lydia.  The  maternal  grandparents 
were  Rial  and  Betsy  (Carr)  Tower,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont who  removed  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
in  a sleigh.  They  were  quite  literary  people. 

Humphrey  J.  Millard  was  only  seven  years  old 
when  his  mother  died.  He  remained  with  his  father 
until  seventeen,  when  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  Com- 
pany, serving  as  brakeman  for  eight  months.  Not 
liking  that  occupation  he  sought  employment  in  the 
lumber  woods,  and,  by  peeling  bark  and  doing 
similar  work  for  six  months  of  the  year,  he  was 
able  to  pay  his  own  expenses  while  attending  school 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  His  time  was 
thus  occupied  until  after  the  opening  of  the  Re- 
bellion. On  August  12,  1862,  he  enlisted,  becoming 
a private,  in  Company  H,  141st  Regiment,  P.  V.  I., 
under  Capt.  Casper  Tyler,  and  was  in  active  ser- 
vice until  April  9,  1865,  participating  in  the  battles 
of  Fredericksburg;  Gettysburg,  where  the  regi- 
ment lost  200  out  of  240  men ; the  Wilderness ; 
Spottsylvania  ; Cold  Harbor  ; North  Anna  ; and  all 
of  the  engagements  and  skirmishes  in  front  of 
Petersburg.  During  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville 
he  was  ill  and  off  duty  for  two  weeks,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  his  army  career  was  sick  with  malarial 
fever.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Bailey’s- 
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Cross  Roads,  Va.,  May  28,  1865,  with  the  rank  of 
corporal,  and  on  his  return  home  resumed  work  in 
the  lumber  woods.  His  father  was  a member  of  the 
same  company,  and  received  a wound  at  the  battle 
of  Spottsylvania  from  the  effects  of  which  he  never 
fully  recovered,  his  back  being  injured  while  climb- 
ing over  breastworks  in  obedience  to  orders.  He 
was  discharged  from  Emory  Hospital. 

On  September  12,  1866,  at  New  Milford,  Penn., 
Mr.  Millard  married  Miss  Eudora  M.  Baldwin, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children,  Harvey 
E.,  who  died  young;  Ernest  S.,  at  home;  Mary  R., 
wife  of  James  L.  Grow,  who  also  lives  with  our 
subject ; and  Judson  C.,  at  home.  Mrs.  Millard  was 
born  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, July  12,  1847,  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Nan- 
cy M.  (Tinker)  Baldwin,  the  former  also  a native 
of  Bridgewater  township,  the  latter  of  Connecticut. 
Both  died  in  that  township,  the  father  August  6, 
1889,  aged  seventy-one  years,  the  mother  May  28, 
1897,  aged  seventy-four  years,  and  were  buried 
there.  They  were  faithful  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  the  father  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  Their  children  were  Albert  J.,  a 
merchant  of  Groton,  N.  Y. ; Edwin  C.,  a resident 
of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county; 
Eudora  M.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Irving,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  creamery  business  in  Tully,  N.  Y. ; 
James,  who  is  engaged  in  the  same  business  in 
Baldwinsville,  N.  Y. ; George,  who  conducts  a 
creamery  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; and  Ella  and  Della,  who  both  died  young. 
Mrs.  Millard's  paternal  grandparents,  Mathew  and 
Betsy  (Vaughn)  Baldwin,  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, but  from  an  early  day  made  their  home  in  Sus- 
quehanna county.  The  maternal  grandparents, 
William  and  Eliza  Tinker,  were  also  natives  of 
Connecticut,  and  early  settlers  of  New  Milford, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  the  former  engaged  in 
farming. 

After  his  marriage,  in  the  fall  of  1866,  Mr. 
Millard  went  to  La  Crosse,  Jackson  Co.,  Wis.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  until  1869, 
and  on  his  return  to  this  State  entered  the  Keystone 
Academy,  for  three  vears  pursuing  Ins  studies  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Harris,  now  president  of  Buck- 
nell  University.  He  then  entered  the  ministry  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  his  first  charge  was  at 
Benton  Center,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
was  ordained,  and  he  remained  for  three  years, 
also  having  charge  of  the  congregation  at  Dalton 
for  the  two  last  years.  Having  contracted  spotted 
fever,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  work  the  fol- 
lowing three  vears,  and  his  next  Church  was  at 
Hyde  Park,  Scranton,  where  he  also  remained  for 
three  years.  Owing  to  ill  healtli  he  was  again 
forced  to  retire,  at  this  time  purchasing  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
to  the. improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  he  has 
since  devoted  much  of  his  energies  with  most  grat- 
ifying results,  and  is  still  successfullv  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  dairying.  He  has  also  en- 
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gaged  in  his  chosen  calling  much  of  the  time,  being 
pastor  of  the  Church  at  Rush  two  years,  Birchard- 
ville  two  years,  Warren  Center  seven  years,  and 
Olyphant  two  and  one-half  years,  and  he  has  de- 
voted considerable  time  to  evangelistic  work  in  New 
York  State.  He  has  labored  most  faithfully  in  the 
Master’s  cause  as  his  health  would  permit,  and  he 
is  beloved  by  all  who  know  him. 

Politically  Mr.  Millard  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  in  1893  and  1895  most  ably  and  satisfactorily 
represented  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature. 
He  was  one  of  the  members  who  first  introduced 
and  secured  the  passage  of  the  Erie  Bonus  Bill. 
He  is  a man  of  high  intellectuality,  broad  human 
sympathies  and  tolerance,  and  imbued  with  fine 
sensibilities  and  clearly  defined  principles.  Honor 
and  integrity  are  synonymous  with  his  name,  and 
he  enjoys  the  respect,  confluence  and  high  regard 
of  all  who  know  him. 

WILLIAM  CORTRIGHT  (deceased)  was 
a native  of  Pike  county,  born  in  Delaware  town- 
ship in  September,  1823,  and  was  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  prominent  old  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  the  county,  being  a son  of  Abram  P.  and 
Mary  (Haines)  Cortright.  The  father  was  born 
in  Pike  county,  and  both  parents  spent  their  entire 
lives  here,  Abram  P.  Cortright  dying  in  Delaware 
township,  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years, 
his  wife  in  Westfall  township,  in  1862,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four.  Both  were  buried  in  Delaware  ceme- 
tery. Of  their  children,  Mary  (now  deceased) 
married  John  Dickerson;  Benjamin  (deceased) 
married  Eliza  Dickerson;  Susan  (deceased)  mar- 
ried George  Heater;  Isaac  (deceased)  married 
Susan  Cole ; Milla  is  the  widow  of  Abram  Rosen- 
crans,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Joseph  died  unmar- 
ried; William,  our  subject,  was  the  next  in  the 
family;  Angeline  (deceased)  married  Thomas 
Friedenberg;  Jacob  married  Lettie  Whitmore,  and 
resides  in  Hawley,  Penn. ; and  John,  a farmer  of 
Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  married  Sarah 
Williams.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and,  being  a man  of  prominence  in  his  community, 
he  was  called  upon  to  serve  in  several  township 
offices.  He  enlisted  during  the  war  of  1812,  but 
never  saw  active  service,  the  struggle  ending  before 
he  reached  the  front.  His  mother  was  killed  by  the 
Indians  in  an  early  day. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  William  Cort- 
right remained  with  his  parents,  but  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and 
until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-four  worked 
by  the  year  at  farming  and  lumbering.  For  the 
following  thirteen  years  he  rented  his  late  farm, 
and  then  he  purchased  the  same,  which  is  now  a 
highly  cultivated  tract  of  seventy-six  acres,  well 
improved  with  good  and  substantial  buildings.  At 
all  times  he  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  in  several 
local  offices,  including  those  of  supervisor  and 
school  director.  Religiously  lie  was  a member  of 
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the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  he  was  eminently 
worthy  of  the  trust  and  high  regard  in  which  he 
was  held  by  his  fellow  citizens.  In  the  fall  of  1864 
he  was  drafted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  but  he 
sent  a substitute  at  an  expense  of  $800. 

At  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  January  2,  1852,  Mr. 
Cortright  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sally 
Ann  Collins,  a native  of  Northampton  county, 
Penn.,  w ho  died  in  March,  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Delaware  ceme- 
tery.’ Her  parents,  John  and  Catherine  (Hunt) 
Collins,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Northampton 
county.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born 
eight  children,  as  follows : Irvin,  who  died  young ; 

Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Stephen  Cole,  a clerk  of 
Bangor,  Penn.,  who  has  had  three  children — Mabel 
(deceased)  ; Beatrice  and  Elston  C. ; Maria, at  home  ; 
Sarah  Ann,  who  died  young;  Cornelia,  wife^of 
Moses  Briscoe,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere;  Will- 
iam, at  home;  Alva,  who  married  Isabelle  Green, 
now  deceased,  and  is  a resident  of  Staten  Island, 
N.  Y.  (he  had  one  son,  William)  ; and  Philip,  who 
married  Anna  Swartwood,  and  is  a farmer  of  Leh- 
man township,  Pike  county.  William  Cortright, 
the  father  of  this  family,  died  December  4,  1899, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Delaware  cemetery. 

F.  W.  CLAUSON,  who  has  the  leading  black- 
smith business  in  Texas  township,  Wayne  county, 
is  one  of  the  prosperous  self-made  men  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  though  he  is  one  of  the  younger  element 
in  business  circles  he  is  classed  among  the  solid  and 
reliable  citizens  of  the  vicinity,  where  he  has  estab- 
lished himself  and  made  so  signal  a success.  Mr. 
Clauson  is  a native  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  born  in  1865,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Louisa 
(Melich)  Clauson. 

Nicholas  Clauson  was  born  in  Denmark,  and 
was  a young  man  when  he  came  to  New  York  City. 
At  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  sailing,  holding  the 
position  of  steward  on  one  of  the  sailing  vessels 
of  the  old  Cunard  Line,  which  traded  all  over  the 
western  hemisphere.  In  New  York  City  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Louisa  Melich,  a native  of 
Germany,  and  she  accompanied  him  on  many  of  his 
voyages,  visiting  a number  of  ports.  He  finally 
made  a home  for  his  family  in  New  York,  where 
they  lived  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  leave 
the  water,  after  which  they  resided  for  several  years 
in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Clauson  died  in 
1868,  in  New  York  City,  and  in  1871  the  widow 
moved  to  Damascus,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  bought 
a farm,  where  she  still  makes  her  home.  They 
erected  a fine  home,  she  and  her  four  sons  working 
and  improving  the  place,  which  they  converted  into 
a most  valuable  property.  The  boys  all  received  the 
advantages  of  the  neighboring  public  schools  during 
their  early  years,  but  they  were  inured  to  farm  work 
when  very  young,  and  showed  more  than  ordinary 
ability  and  ambition  in  helping  their  mother  to  make 
a comfortable  living  from  the  home  place.  They 
were  all  eager  to  strike  out  for  themselves  and  take 


their  place  in  the  active  world  of  business,  and  when 
the  time  came  they  proved  equal  to  it,  for  they  have 
all  prospered  in  life.  The  family  consists  of  four 
sons,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Charles  M..  is  engaged 
in  business  in  Plawley;  George  L.  is  a sergeant  in 
the  Sixth  Cavalry,  belonging  to  the  regular  army 
and  stationed  at  Fort  Myer,  W.  Va. ; Nicholas  P.  is 
one  of  the  leading  young  merchants  in  Scranton. 

F.  W.  Clauson  received  his  training  in  Sullivan 
and  Wayne  counties,  obtaining  his  schooling  for  the 
most  part  in  Damascus.  When  eighteen  years  old 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which 
he  completed  under  Prof.  George  G.  Rich,  of  Tioga 
county,  Penn.,  one  of  the  most  skillful  professional 
horseshoers  of  the  day,  who  is  famous  throughout 
Pennsylvania  and  neighboring  States.  In  1888  Mr. 
Clauson  built  a shop  of  his  own  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Damascus,  and  carried  on  business  there  until 
1896,  when,  feeling  that  his  experience  and  skill 
would  have  better  chance  for  development  in  a wider 
field,  he  moved  to  Honesdale  and  established  him- 
self in  business  in  that  town,  purchasing  a fine  prop- 
erty on  Maple  avenue.  He  now  commands  the  lead- 
ing trade  in  this  section,  and  he  well  deserves  the 
success  which  has  come  to  him,  for  he  has  won  it  all 
by  hard  work  and  faithful  attention  to  the  details  of 
his  business.  His  reputation  for  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity is  unquestioned. 

In  1894  Mr.  Clauson  wedded  Miss  Jennie  Irene 
Teeple,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Sylvia  Teeple,  of 
Lookout,  Manchester  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  her  father  is  one  of  the  leading  merchants 
and  a prominent  citizen.  They  lived  on  the  Clauson 
homestead  until  their  removal  to  their  present  home 
in  1896.  No  children  have  been  born  to  this  union. 
Mr.  Clauson  is  a Republican  in  political  preference, 
differing  in  this  respect  from  his  father,  who  sup- 
ported the  other  great  party.  He  has  always  taken 
a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  his 
community,  but  he  has  never  taken  any  particular 
part  in  public  or  political  affairs.  Religiously  he 
attends  and  supports  the  M.  E.  society. 

JAMES  M.  GILPIN,  a successful  agricultur- 
ist of  Dreher  township,  and  a leading  business  man 
of  South  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  is  an  honored 
member  of  a well-known  highly  respected  family  of 
this  section  of  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Energetic  and  industrious,  straightforward  and  pro- 
gressive, he  well  merits  prominent  mention  among 
the  representative  citizens  of  Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Gilpin  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  having 
been  born  at  his  present  place  March  10,  1850,  a 
son  of  Richard  and  Eliza  B.  (Bennett)  Gilpin, 
natives  of  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  and  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  respectively,  the  former  born  May 
15,  1800,  died  February  25,  1870,  and  the  latter  born 
February  3,  1808,  died  November  20,  1886.  The 
remains  of  this  honored  pioneer  couple  now  rest  in 
Pine  Grove  cemetery,  Wayne  county. 

Richard  and  Mary  (Bortree)  Gilpin,  paternal 
grandparents  of  cur  subject,  were  both  natives  of  the 
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North  of  Ireland,  whence  with  their  family  of  chil- 
dren, they  in  1810  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  1811  at  Sterling,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  they  became  prosperous  farmers.  They  had 
children  as  follows:  William  married  a Miss  Bor- 
tree;  Richard,  father  of  James  M.,  comes  next  in 
the  order  of  birth ; Thomas  was  married  twice,  first 
time  to  a Miss  Dobson,  and  (second)  to  Elizabeth 
Lee;  John  R.  married  Susanna  Bortree;  Mary  mar- 
ried Jesse  Ransberry;  Eliza  married  Edward  Bor- 
tree, and  Ann  married  John  Bortree  (a  brother  of 
Edward ) . 

Jeremiah  and  Lyda  (Brown)  Bennett,  the  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  were  natives  of  Connecticut, 
whence  they  migrated  to  Wayne  county  at  an  early 
day  (the  grandfather  coming  with  his  parents  when 
a boy),  and  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  this 
section  of  the  State.  Their  children  were:  Eliza, 

B.  (mother  of  James  M.)  and  Lucina.  Jeremiah 
Bennett  married  for  his  second  wife  Elizabeth  Clem- 
ens, and  they  had  two  children ; Perry,  married  to 
Margaret  Madden,  and  Phineas,  who  died  unmar- 
ried, at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years. 

Richard  Gilpin,  the  father  of  our  subject 
proper,  as  will  be  seen,  was  about  eleven  years  old 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  in  their  emigra- 
tion from  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  settled  in  Wayne 
county.  He  received  a good  common-school  edu- 
cation, for  a time  taught  school,  and  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which,  in 
connection  with  lumbering,  he  made  his  life  work. 
Promintent  and  active  in  political  and  social  circles, 
he  was  called  to  fill  various  offices  of  responsibility 
and  trust,  at  one  time  serving  as  commissioner  of 
Wayne  county;  was  a justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years,  and  also  a school  director.  In  religious  faith 
he  was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  were  married  at  South 
Sterling,  Wayne  county,  December  28,  1824,  and  ten 
children  were  born  to  them,  a brief  record  of  them 
being  as  follows : ( 1 ) Charles  W.,  born  October  14, 
1825  (died  March  24,  1893),  married  Margaret  Lan- 
caster; (2)  Richard  J.,  born  October  12,  1827  (died 
April  2,  1886),  married  Mary  A.  Bortree;  (3)  Jere- 
miah, born  May  16,  1830,  a farmer  of  Sterling  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  married  Catherine  Buckley; 
(4)  Thomas,  born  December  19,  1832,  died  unmar- 
ried, at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years;  (5)  William 
R.,  born  January  25,  1836,  a farmer  in  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Elizabeth 
Wallace,  second  to  Mary  Huguenin;  (6)  Robert 
E.,  born  May  19,  1839,  a^so  a farmer  of  Pike  county, 
residing  at  Laanna,  married  Amanda  Houck;  (7) 
Lydia  A.,  born  August  18,  1840  (died  in  1890),  mar- 
ried Isaac  M.  Barnes,  of  Dreher  township;  (8) 
Fletcher,  born  July  2,  1843,  a physician  in  Dreher 
township,  married  Elizabeth  Houck;  (9)  George 
A.,  born  April  25,  1846,  died  unmarried  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  years;  (10)  James  M.  is  the  gentle- 
man, whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

James  M.  Gilpin  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
in  Dreher  township,  receiving  a liberal  education 


at  the  public  schools,  and  since  the  death  of  his 
father  in  1870  has  conducted  the  homestead  with 
the  same  skill,  care  and  zeal  that  have  characterized 
his  entire  life.  In  1889,  desiring  to  embark  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  as  well,  he  formed  a partnership 
with  his  nephew,  Alvin  E.  Barnes,  in  general  mer- 
chandising, and  they  opened  their  present  place  of 
business  in  South  Sterling,  where,  by  close  attention 
to  business,  strict  integrity  and  courteous  treatment 
of  their  customers,  they  have  succeeeded  in  secur- 
ing a liberal  trade,  which  is  continually  expanding. 

/On  November  13,  1878,  at  Sterling,  Wayne 
county,  Mr.  Gilpin  was  united  in  marriage  by  Rev. 
J.  F.  Warner,  an  M.  E.  minister,  with  Miss  Lizzie 
H.  Simons,  who  was  born  at  Sterling,  October  1. 
1856,  a daughter  of  Lewis  Simons,  of  Sterling  town- 
ship, a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  four  children,  their  names  and 
dates  of  birth  being  as  follows : Blanche  Iv.,  Octo- 
ber 6,  1880;  Homer  L.,  February  7,  1882;  Ruth  E., 
December  16,  1895  ; and  Berton  IT.,  August  14,  1899. 
In  religious  faith  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilpin  are  members, 
in  good  standing,  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  he 
is  serving  as  trustee  and  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent. In  politics  he  is  active  in  the  ranks  of  the  Pro- 
hibition party,  and  faithfully  served  his  township  as 
assessor  and  auditor.  Socially  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  P.  O.  S.  of  A. 

Mr.  Gilpin  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  farm 
properties  in  his  township,  and  he  is  justly  recog- 
nized as  one  of  Wayne  county’s  most  successful, 
thrifty,  up-to-date  agriculturists,  also  holding  emi- 
nent standing  among  the  thorough  business  men. 
His  elegantly  furnished  home  presents  the  reflex  of 
cultured  minds,  and  he  and  his  esteemed  wife  extend 
unstinted  hospitality  to  a wide  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. A firm  and  enduring  friend,  it  may  also  be 
said  of  Mr.  Gilpin  that  he  has  never  had  a bitter 
or  vindictive  enemy,  and  that  he  enjoys  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact 
goes  without  saying. 

B.  C.  ROSS,  a well-known  farmer  of  Damas- 
cus township,  Wayne  county,  is  descended  on  both 
sides  of  the  house  from  people  who  were  prominent 
among  the  early  settlers  along  the  Delaware  river 
in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  States,  and  comes 
from  good  New  England  Revolutionary  stock,  an- 
cestry of  which  he  may  well  be  proud.  On  the 
maternal  side  he  traces  his  lineage  through  the 
Thomases,  who  were  early  settlers  in  Connecticut 
and  located  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  time  when  the 
Indians  were  still  numerous  enough  in  this  region 
to  be  troublesome.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Ross,  was  among  the  first  to  settle  in  Wayne  county, 
and  both  the  Rosses  and  Thomases  were  noted  in 
their  day  as  guides  and  scouts.  John  and  Sophia 
Ross  reared  a family  of  eleven  children,  viz. : John 

(who  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812),  Elias, 
Amos, George, Bezaleel  C.,  Polly,  Betsy,  Jane  (Mrs. 
Ivellam),  Sarah  (Mrs.  Ennis),  Lydia  (Mrs.  Lukins) 
and  Julia  (Mrs.  Tyler). 
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Bezaleel  C.  Ross  was  born  in  March,  1805,  in 
Callicoon,  N.  Y„  and  was  married  in  Damascus 
township  to  Clarissa  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  July, 
1808,  the  daughter  of  Moses  Thomas,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Moses  Thomas  (2),  an  Indian  scout, 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Lackawaxen.  Mr 
Ross  located  for  a time  on  the  New  York  side  of 
the  river,  but  after  his  marriage  settled  in  Damas- 
cus  township,  where  he  bought  a farm  and  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in  1854;  and  his 
wife  survived  him  many  years,  passing  away  in 
1887,  on  the  old  Thomas  homestead,  where  shevvas 
born.  They  had  a large  family,  of  whom  we  give 
the  following  record:  Moses,  born  in  New  York 

State,  died  in  1889.  Chester  H.,  born  in  Sullivan 
county,  married  Miss  Sallie  Dexter,  of  the  same 
county,  and  they  settled  in  Susquehanna  county,  , 
Penn.,  where  he  died  in  1885  ; he  left  four  sons,  who 
are  engaged  on  the  Delaware  & Lackawanna  rail- 
road. William  V.,  born  in  Wayne  county,  resides  at 
Callicoon,  N.  Y. ; he  is  unmarried.  John  R.,  born  in 
May,  1841,  in  Damascus,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
three  years,  unmarried ; when  eighteen  years  old  he 
enlisted  in  the  56th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  served  until  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  after  which  he  was  discharged 
for  disability ; subsequently  he  recruited  a company, 
of  which  he  was  elected  first  lieutenant,  and  they 
joined  the  84th  P.  V.  I.,  with  which  he  served  in  all 
its  engagements  up  to  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  when 
he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  hip  and  was  car- 
ried off  the  field  to  hospital;  after  recovering  he 
returned  to  his  command,  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  captain  of  Company  I,  and  continued  in  active 
service,  receiving  another  wound,  in  the  scalp ; 
after  his  return  home  to  Wayne  county  he  was  elect- 
ed sheriff,  and  held  the  office  one  year.  Mary  E. 
Ross,  born  in  Wayne  county,  married  Marvin  Por- 
ter, of  Michigan,  who  was  formerly  a merchant,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Ross  Porter;  they  now  reside  in 
California.  Bruce,  born  in  Damascus,  married 
Miss  Sophie  Tyler,  of  Hallstead,  where  they  have 
their  home,  he  being  engaged  as  engineer  on  the 
Delaware  & Lackawanna  railroad;  Rebecca  S.,  born 
in  Damascus,  became  the  wife  of  Archie  D.  O’Neil, 
of  Sullivan  county,  and  in  October,  1897,  while 
crossing  the  Never  sink  river  in  a carriage,  was 
drowned  at  Dennis’  ford  with  her  daughter  Clara. 

B.  C.  Ross  was  born  in  1837  in  Damascus  town- 
ships and  lived  at  home  until  after  his  father’s  death, 
since  which  time  he  has  worked  on  his  own  account. 
When  a young  man  he  engaged  with  his  uncle,  C. 
Thomas,  and  lie  and  his  brothers  finally  bought  the 
Thomas  homestead  in  Damascus,  our  subject  mak- 
ing his  home  thereon  for  a number  of  years.  Later 
they  added  the  Brush  farm,  and  when  they  divided 
their  holdings  the  latter  property  fell  to  the  share 
of  our  subject,  who  has  since  resided  there.  This 
place  lies  along  the  Newburg  turnpike,  one  mile 
from  Tyler  Hill.  The  residence  and  outbuildings 
are  substantial  and  comfortable,  and  Mr.  Ross  has, 
by  his  energetic  and  persistent  efforts,  won  a place 
for  himself  among  the  solid,  well-to-do  men  of  the 


locality,  one  who  has  had  a direct  share  in  its  prog- 
ress and  improvement,  and  a citizen  who  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  community.  Like  all  the  members  of 
his  family  he  occupies  a position  among  the  best  and 
most  influential  people  of  the  town,  where  he  is  re- 
garded as  a representative  Christian  citizen,  honest 
and  generous  in  his  dealings  with  all. 

In  September,  1879,  Mr.  Ross  was  married  to 
Miss  Lana  Lassly,  the  daughter  of  Cornelius  and 
Josephine  Lassly,  who  were  prominent  residents  of 
Damascus  township.  Three  children  have  blessed 
this  union — Marvin  Porter,  Chester  H.  and  Laura 
M.  Mrs.  Ross  and  her  family  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Fraternally  Mr.  Ross  is  a Ma- 
son, belonging  to  Lodge  No.  568,  at  Callicoon,  N. 
Y.  His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  has  held  the  office  of  school  di- 
rector in  his  township. 

RICHARD  TEETER,  whose  death  on  Octo- 
ber 29,  1896,  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  was  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  that  place  for  almost  half  a century,  settling 
there  when  the  town  contained  but  three  houses 
and  establishing  a business  which  became  the  largest 
and  most  important  of  its  kind  in  Wayne  county. 
He  was  a native  of  Northampton  county,  Penn., 
born  August  6,  1827,  in  Klecknersville,  and  was  the 
son  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Dreisbauck)  Dieter, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a cabinet  maker  and  un- 
dertaker by  trade. 

Adam  Dieter  carried  on  cabinet  making  and 
undertaking  in  the  town  of  Klecknersville  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1832,  when  he  was  a young 
man  of  thirty  years,  and  there  he  was  buried.  He 
left  two  children — Hannah  and  Richard,  the  latter 
the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch;  the  daughter, 
now  deceased,  married  Jonathan  Johnson,  who  died 
in  1894  at  Nanticoke,  Penn.  Mrs.  Dieter  married, 
for  her  second  husband,  Charles  Shupp,  who  at 
that  time  was  engaged  in  farming  and  gristmilling 
at  Nanticoke,  Penn.,  whence  they  removed  some 
time  later  to  Monroe  county,  same  State,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Four  chil- 
dren blessed  their  union,  viz. : Levy,  who  is  de- 

ceased ; Sarah,  who  first  married  Reuben  Ivresge, 
and  after  his  death  became  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Antimos ; Eliza,  who  married  Jacob  Kintz,  a farmer, 
merchant  and  quarryman  of  Pittston,  Penn. ; and 
Silas,  a real-estate  man  at  Albany,  Oregon.  The 
mother  passed  away  in  1887,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Gilbert,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Col.  Dreisbauck,  who  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  he  lost 
a right  limb. 

Richard  Teeter  passed  the  first  few  years  of 
his  life  at  Klecknersville,  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood at  Nanticoke  and  in  Monroe  county,  where 
he  received  his  schooling.  When  he  entered  school 
at  Nanticoke  the  teacher  misspelled  his  name,  writ- 
ing it  Teeter  instead  of  Dieter,  and  he  continued 
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to  spell  it  that  way  all  his  life.  When  a youn~  man 
he  went  west  to  Wisconsin  and  Missouri,  where  he 
remained  five  years,  carrying  on  an  undertaking 
business  in  St.  Louis,  during  the  great  plague  of 
black  diphtheria,  black  smallpox  and  cholera* which 
swept  over  that  region.  On  his  return  to  Pennsyl- 
vania he  located  in  Maucli  Chunk  for  two  years, 
finally,  in  1849,  coming  by  horse  and  wagon  to  what 
is  now  known  as  Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  purchased  a lot,  built  a shop,  and  opened  out 
the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  which  he 
conducted  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  The  site  he 
purchased  is  now  included  in  Sixteenth  and  Eight- 
eenth streets,  Hawley,  but  at  the  time  the  settle- 
ment boasted  of  but  three  houses,  as  above  stated, 
and  gave  little  promise  of  becoming  the  thriving 
town  it  now  is.  Mr.  Teeter  had  started  out  to 
serve  a three-years’  apprenticeship  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  to  learn  upholstering,  etc.,  but  after  two 
years  of  faithful  work  his  employer  assured  him  he 
was  perfectly  competent  to  do  the  work  of  a fin- 
ished tradesman,  and  he  accordingly  determined  to 
commence  business  on  his  own  account.  From  a 
modest  beginning  he  increased  his  equipment  again 
and  again  as  the  increase  of  trade  demanded,  and 
as  he  was  thrifty  and  enterprising,  attending  closely 
to  business,  and  keeping  his  stock  up-to-date  in 
every  respect,  he  soon  found  himself  at  the  head  of 
a large  and  profitable  concern  and  commanded  the 
best  patronage  in  his  line  in  Wayne  county.  His 
busness  associates  had  the  utmost  confidence  in 
his  integrity  and  straightforward  methods,  which 
they  never  had  any  reason  to  question,  and  he  was 
highly  thought  of  by  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact as  a man  worthy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow  beings  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

Generous  and  open-hearted  in  disposition,  Mr. 
Teeter  was  always  ready,  with  the  abundant  means 
which  he  had  accumulated,  to  assist  the  needy,  and 
the  deserving  poor  were  never  turned  away  from 
him  empty-handed.  Pie  was  never  slow  in  giving 
his  influence  and  substantial  aid  to  any  cause  which 
he  thought  would  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
though  his  extensive  commercial  interests  absorbed 
the  greater  part  of  his  time,  he  took  a public-spirited 
interest  in  local  affairs,  and  was  considered  one  of 
the  valuable  citizens  of  the  county.  He  held  several 
borough  offices,  but  he  never  sought  political  pref- 
erence and  took  little  active  part  in  party  affairs. 
His  first  vote  was  cast  in  Wisconsin  for  William  H. 
Harrison,  and  he  remained  a Republican  to  the  end 
of  his  days.  In  religious  connection  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Teeter's  death 
was  looked  upon  as  a public  loss,  and  he  was 
mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances throughout  Wayne  county,  where  he  was  well- 
known.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Hawley. 

On  December  14,  1850,  at  Lehighton,  Penn., 
was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Teeter  and 
Eliza  A.  Hagenbuch,  who  was  born  in  that  place 
April  4,  1830,  and  the  young  couple  took  up  their 


residence  in  Hawley,  where  hediad  settled  the  year 
previously.  Six  children  were  born  to  them,  of 
whom  the  eldest,  William,  died  in  infancy.  Ella  E. 
is  engaged  with  her  brothers  in  carrying  on  the  fur- 
niture and  undertaking  business,  and  has  been 
bookkeeper  for  the  house  for  twenty  years.  Charles 
L.  is  a stone  mason  and  contractor  of  Scranton, 
Penn. ; lie  married  Miss  Lizzie  Brader.  William  R. 
is  a clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.  at  Scranton;  he  married  Miss  Mamie  Nettie 
Law.  George  S.  resides  with  his  mother  and  man- 
ages the  business.  Richard  A.  is  a telegraph  opera- 
tor at  Hawley.  The  children  have  evidently  inher- 
ited their  father’s  business  ability  and  enterprise, 
for  they  have  continued  the  establishment  with  the 
same  degree  of  success  which  attended  his  manage- 
ment, and  carry  the  largest  stock  of  furniture  and 
undertaking  goods  in  the  county. 

Mrs.  Teeter's  parents  were  Reuben  and  Sallie 
(Bowman)  Hagenbuch,  both  of  whom  are  now 
deceased,  the  father  having  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years,  the  mother  in  1889  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five ; he  died  at  ■ Lehighton,  she  in  Bow- 
manstown,  Penn.  They  reared  a large  family,  of 
whom  we  give  the  following  record : Sarah,  now 

deceased,  married  William  Swank,  who  was  a con- 
tractor and  builder  at  Summit  Hill,  Penn.  Eliza 
became  the  wife  of  Richard  Teeter.  Isabella  was 
twice  married,  the  second  time  to  Louis  Schultz ; 
both  are  deceased.  John  is  a merchant  at  Lehigh- 
ton. William  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  was  killed  by  a sharpshooter  at  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run.  Thomas  was  also  killed  while  serving 
in  the  army.  Rosa  married  Alfred  Beers,  foreman 
of  furnaces  at  Parryville,  Penn.  James  is  a chem- 
ist at  Parryville.  During  his  active  years  Mr. 
Hagenbuch  conducted  a hotel,  and  accumulated  con- 
siderable wealth,  which  enabled  him  to  live  in  com- 
fortable retirement  for  many  years  before  his  death. 
Religiously  he  united  with  the  Reformed  Church. 

GEORGE  S.  TEETER,  manager  of  the  Rich- 
ard Teeter  Furniture  & Undertaking  Co.,  of  Hawley, 
Wayne  county,  is  ranked  among  the  most  able  and 
enterprising  young  business  men  of  this  section, 
and  is  a worthy  representative  of  this  well-to-do  and 
clever  family. 

Mr.  Teeter  was  born  in  Hawley  March  23,  1863, 
received  his  education  here,  and  in  his  boyhood  and 
early  manhood  assisted  his  father  in  the  store,  ac- 
quiring a thorough  knowledge  of  the  details  of  the 
business  which  he  now  runs.  In  1887  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Erie  & Wyoming  Railway  Co., 
as  fireman,  and  worked  as  such  three  years,  after 
which  he  became  engineer,  serving  in  that  capacity 
for  one  year,  when  he  returned  to  Hawley  to  resume 
the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  with  his 
father.  During  his  experience  on  the  railroad  he 
was  employed  for  the  most  part  at  Scranton  and 
Dunmore.  After  his  father's  death  a great  share 
of  the  responsibility  fell  upon  his  shoulders,  but  he 
has  attended  faithfully  to  business,  and  has  gained 
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an  enviable  reputation  as  a progressive  and  capable 
merchant  and  manager  and  a man  of  genuine  worth 
both  in  commercial  and  social  life.  In  December, 
1896,  he  went  to  New  York  City  to  take  a course  in 
embalming  in  Taylor’s  School  for  Embalmers,  and 
graduated  from  same.  Iiis  business  career  has 
been  characterized  by  unusual  activity  and  energetic 
push,  and  he  already  ranks  among  the  prominent 
well-to-do  men  of  the  county,  holding  an  influential 
position  among  the  best  citizens.  He  is  quite  active 
in  political  circles  as  a loyal  worker  for  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  socially  he  unites  with  the  F.  & A. 
M.,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  junior  warden, 
the  Red  Men,  and  the  Social  Maennerchor  of  Haw- 
ley. In  religious  belief  he  leans  toward  the  doc- 
trines of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Mr.  Teeter  has  for  a number  of  years  been  in- 
terested in  chicken  raising,  and  he  always  keeps 
about  one  hundred  on  hand.  He  has  taken  several 
prizes  at  exhibitions. 

JOHN  CLIFT  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  and 
reliable  citizens  of  Prompton,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  has  for  several  years  successfully  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a general  farmer  and  stone  mason.  He  comes 
from  across  the  sea,  having  been  born  in  Plymouth, 
Cornwall,  England,  March  8,  1831.  His  parents, 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Derry)  Clift,  always  made 
their  home  in  that  country,  where  as  a life  work  the 
father  was  employed  as  a stone  mason.  He  died  in 
1885,  aged  eighty-four  years,  the  mother  in  1837,  in 
middle  life.  John,  the  eldest  of  their  three  children, 
is  the  only  one  now  living,  both  Ann  and  Thomas 
having  died  in  England.  For  his  second  wife  the 
father  married  Miss  Mary  Webb,  who  died  in  1882, 
and  five  children  blessed  this  union : Thomas,  who 

died  in  England ; James,  who  remained  in  that 
country  ; William,  who  came  to  America,  but  has 
not  been  heard  from  for  some  years ; Samuel,  in 
England;  and  Mary,  deceased.  Our  subject’s  pater- 
nal grandparents  were  John  and  Martha  (Bailey  i 
Clift,  of  Cornwall,  England,  and  the  former  was  also 
a stone  mason. 

With  his  father  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
learned  the  stone  mason’s  trade,  which  he  contin- 
ued to  follow  in  England  until  1869,  when  he  came 
to  the  New  World,  reaching  the  shores  of  this 
country  after  a voyage  of  fourteen  days.  He  first 
located  in  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  hut  at 
the  end  of  two  months  came  to  Prompton,  where 
.he  has  since  made  his  home. 

In  England,  Mr.  Clift  was  married  in  1862, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ann  Colwell,  who  died  in  Promp- 
ton, in  1884,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years,  and 
was  buried  at  that  place.  To  them  were  born  three 
children : Richard,  who  wedded  Mary  Wherry,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Clinton  township, 
Wayne  county ; John,  who  died  in  Denver,  Colo. ; 
and  Ann,  who  first  married  A.  Penwarden,  and 
after  his  death  wedded  James  Kenworthy,  a barber 
of  Carbondale,  Penn.  By  Rev.  W.  L.  Thorp,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  Mr.  Clift  was  again 


married,  at  Honesdale,  Penn.,  September  16,  1886, 
his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Eliza  (Harris) 
Hines.  Our  subject  sent  for  her  to  come  to  Amer- 
ica, having  previously  been  acquainted  with  her  in 
England.  ' She  was  born  in  Lewanick,  Cornwall, 
May  3,  1838,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Prout)  Harris,  who  were  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  never  left  England. 
The  father  died  in  1870,  aged  sixty-five  years,  the 
mother  in  1892,  aged  eighty-six.  Of  their  chil- 
dren, John  is  still  a farmer  in  England;  Ann  is  the 
deceased  wife  of  Richard  Hicks;  William  died  in 
England;  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary  is 
the  widow  of  Richard  Hicks,  and  a resident  of  Eng- 
land ; Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  John  Tucker,  of  Pain- 
ton,  England. 

Mrs.  Clift  first  married  John  Hines,  who  died 
May  4,  1875,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Bude,  Cornwall.  The  children  born  to 
them  were  Hedley  Samuel,  a sailor,  who  is  still  liv- 
ing in  England;  John,  also  a resident  of  that  coun- 
try ; Thomas  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  there ; Mary, 
wife  of  Elsworth  Bodie,  a salesman  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn. ; Lewis,  a railroad  man  of  Prompton, 
Penn. ; and  Bessie  and  Frederick  William,  who  both 
died  in  England. 

Since  becoming  an  American  citizen,  Mr.  Clift 
has  always  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  taken  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part 
in  local  politics,  having  served  his  fellow  citizens  as 
councilman  three  terms ; poormaster  for  the  past 
seven  years ; school  director  three  years ; and  super- 
visor two  terms.  The  duties  of  these  various  posi- 
tions he  has  discharged  in  a prompt  and  capable 
manner,  winning  the  commendation  of  all  con- 
cerned. In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  both  hold  membership. 

JOHN  S.  DECKER  has  for  over  twenty  years 
been  a respected  resident  of  Hawley,  Wavne  county, 
where  he  is  a trusted  employe  of  the  Erie  Railway 
Co.,  his  occupation  being  that  of  machinist.  He 
was  born  April  28,  1839,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
son  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Struble)  Decker, 
who  were  also  natives  of  that  county,  the  father 
born  in  1809. 

Daniel  Decker,  the  great-grandfather  of  John 
S.  Decker,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and 
moved  thence  to  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a man  of 
means,  being  an  extensive  farmer  and  landowner 
in  Wallpack  township,  Sussex  county,  where  he 
had  five  farms,  and  he  also  owned  slaves.  John 
S.  Decker  has  a copy  of  his  will,  in  which  he  be- 
queathes his  most  valuable  slave,  Diana,  to  his  son, 
John.  The  last  named  was  born  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  and  passed  all  his  life  there,  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  His  son  Abraham  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Elizabeth  Struble, 
daughter  ofjohn  Struble,  a farmer  of  Sussex  county, 
and  by  her  he  had  five  children,  viz. : Julia,  now  the 
widow  of  L.  L.  Hawk,  living  in  Purcells,  I.  T. ; 
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i Alfred,  foreman  of  the  Erie  Company’s  shops  at 
Hawley,  Penn. ; John  S. ; Evaline,  deceased  in  1873, 
the  wife  of  Theodore  Winans,  a blacksmith,  who 
now  lives  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  Theodore, 
a conductor  on  the  Erie  road,  residing  at  Hor- 
nellsville,  N.  Y.  The  mother  of  these  died  July 
27,  1847,  and  was  buried  in  Sussex  county, 

and  Mr.  Decker  subsequently  wedded  Jane 
Schoonover,  by  whom  he  had  two  children — Will- 
iam, who  is  a clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  Jersey  Cen- 
tral Railway  Co.  in  New  York  City,  and  James, 
whose  whereabouts  are  unknown.  Mr.  Decker  was 
a tailor  by  trade  and  followed  that  business  while 
in  New  Jersey,  but  in  his  later  years  he  took  up 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Lehman  township,  Pike 
Co.,  Penn.,  whither  he  removed  with  his  family  in 
1855.  There  he  died,  on  July  11,  1881,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one  years,  a faithful  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church,  and  was  buried  at  Milford, 
Pike  county.  His  wife’s  death  also  occurred  in 
Lehman  township,  in  April,  1887,  when  she  was 
aged  seventy-one.  Mr.  Decker  was  a man  of  quiet 
disposition,  but  persevering  and  industrious  in  every- 
thing he  undertook,  and  was  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

John  S.  Decker  was  inured  to  farm  work  from 
his  earliest  boyhood,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
he  commenced  to  work  away  from  home,  remaining 
with  one  farmer  three  years,  during  which  time  he 
received  four  dollars  per  month.  After  that,  until 
he  reached  his  majority,  he  worked  on  his  father’s 
place  in  Pike  county,  and  then  for  the  two  years 
following  was  employed  by  two  other  farmers,  one 
year  each.  On  August  4,  1861,  he  enlisted,  at 
Centreville,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  in  the  Union  ser- 
vice, and  was  mustered  in  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
as  private  in  Company  B,  Second  Regiment  New 
York  Volunteer  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  E.  M.  Cook, 
Col.  J.  Mansfield  Davis,  commanding.  The  regi- 
ment was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  saw  service  in  the  following  engagements  and 
skirmishes:  Bull’s  Bluff  (AM.),  Falmouth,  Rapidan 
Station,  Rappahannock,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Bull 
Run,  Leesburg',  Salem,  Brandy  Station,  Aldie, 
Middleburg,  Upperville,  Jones  Cross  Road,  Rob- 
inson’s Ford,  AVhite’s  Ford,  Richmond  Raid,  New 
Kent  C.  H.,  Craig’s  Church,  Hanover  C.  H.,  Stony 
Creek,  Ream’s  Station,  Charlestown  (W.  Va.), 
Shepardstown  (Va.),  Waynesboro,  Opequon,  Luray 
Valley,  Bridgewater,  New  Market,  Cedar  Creek, 
Mt.  Jackson,  Ashland,  Five  Forks,  Deep  Creek, 
Appomattox,  Va.  During  the  early  part  of  his 
service  Mr.  Decker  was  in  Lincoln  Hospital, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  for  two  months,  and  in  the  field 
hospital  at  Brandy  Station  for  two  weeks,  and  in 
1862  he  was  detailed  as  orderly  to  Gen.  Sachs.  On 
December  28,  1863,  he  re-enlisted  as  veteran  in  his 
old  command  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  strug- 
gle, receiving  his  final  discharge  on  June  25,  1865. 

Mr.  Decker  returned  to  his  father's  home  upon 
receiving  his  discharge  from  the  army,  and  a few 


months  later,  on  November  8,  1865,  he  was  mar- 
ried, at  Centreville,  N.  J.,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Clements,  to 
to  Miss  Martha  Carmer,  who  was  born  in  Sussex 
county  April  17,  1842.  Shortly  afterward  the 
young  couple  located  on  a farm  in  Bradford  county, 
Penn.,  which  Mr.  Decker  rented  for  four  years,  and 
moved  thence  to  another  farm  in  the  same  county, 
near  the  New  York  line,  where  they  also  resided  for 
four  years.  They  again  moved,  continuing  to  live 
in  the  same  township,  however,  and  occupied  their 
last  place  for  two  years,  until  their  removal,  in 
1875,  to  Plawley,  Wayne  county,  where  they  have 
since  had  their  home.  Mr.  Decker  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Erie  Co.,  with  whom  he  has  remained, 
and  he  is  at  present  working  with  his  brother 
Alfred,  who  is  foreman  of  the  Erie  shops  at  Haw- 
ley. Our  subject  is  a thoroughly  experienced 
machinist,  and  has  proved  competent  and  trust- 
worthy in  the  capacity  in  which  he  is  engaged,  giv- 
ing evidence  of  considerable  mechanical  ingenu- 
ity. He  has  the  respect  of  all  who  are  associated 
with  him  in  a business  way,  as  well  as  of  the  people 
of  Hawley  in  general,  among  whom  he  is  well 
known. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Decker  have  had  three  children, 
namely:  Seely,  Emma  J.  and  Victor  A.,  of  whom 
the  two  eldest  died  when  six  months  old.  Afictor 
A.  Decker  has  been  for  ten  years  the  manager  of  the 
Erie  Railroad’s  main  telegraph  office  in  Hawley ; 
he  married  Miss  Minnie  B.  Kimble,  and  they  have 
had  three  children — Irene  E.  (deceased),  Florence 
L.,  and  Helen  M.  Our  subject  and  wife  occupy 
a comfortable  and  cozy  home  in  the  town  of  Haw- 
ley. Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Red  Men,  G. 
A.  R.  Post  No.  195,  and  of  the  K.  of  H.  In  political 
faith  he  is  a Republican. 

Mrs.  Martha  Decker  is  the  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham B.  and  Elizabeth  (Steele)  Carmer,  who  were 
born  in  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively, 
and  were  married  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where 
they  ever  afterward  resided,  Mr.  Carmer  engaging 
in  farming.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren— Martha,  Mrs.  Decker;  Sarah  J.,  who  mar- 
ried Joshua  Shay  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Sussex  county ; Phoebe  C.  and  Ann  Eliza,  both  of 
whom  died  young;  Ann  Eliza  (2),  who  died 
when  twenty  years  of  age ; and  Isaac  H.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  The  father  died  Jan- 
uary 25,  1886,  when  sixty-six  years  old,  the  mother 
April  13.  1885,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  He  was 
a Republican  politically.  He  was  a son  of  Isaac 
Carmer  and  Hannah  Shav,  his  first  wife,  who  lived 
and  died  in  New  Jersey;  his  second  wife  was  Mary 
Clark,  of  the  same  State.  Mrs.  Carmer’s  father 
was  Isaac  Steele,  of  Pennsylvania. 

ISAAC  V.  WESTBROOK,  who  is  at  present 
serving  as  auditor  and  justice  of  the  peace  in  Leh- 
man township,  Pike  county,  has  been  a resident  of 
same  since  1870,  and  he  is  ranked  among  the  well- 
to-do  and  thoroughly  progressive  general  farmers 
of  this  locality.  Mr.  AVestbrook  is  a native  of  Del- 
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aware  township,  l’ike  county,  born  February  12, 
1847,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Jacob  I!.  Westbrook  and 
grandson  of  Col.  John  and  Sarah  (Brodhead) 
Westbrook,  the  former  of  whom  represented  his 
district  in  the  Pennsylvania  General  Assembly.  On 
the  maternal  side  his  grandparents  were  Isaac  P. 
and  Jane  (Frazier)  Van  Gorden,  who  were  also 
prominent  people  of  their  day;  Mrs.  Van  Gorden’s 
father  was  a native  of  Scotland. 

Jacob  1!.  Westbrook,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  November  28,  1815,  in  Delaware  township, 
and  passed  his  entire  life  there,  dying  in  January, 
1853,  at  a comparatively  early  age.  He  was  buried 
in  Delaware  cemetery.  Mr.  Westbrook  was  a well- 
known  citizen  in  his  township,  serving  for  ten  years 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  On  October  24,  1838,  he 
married  Hannah  Jane  Van  Gorden,  who  was  born 
November  20,  1819,  in  Lehman  township,  Pike 
county,  and  to  their  union  came  four  children, 
namely:  Sarah  J.,  born  February  20,  1840,  who 
resides  in  Lehman  township,  the  widow  of  Oba- 
diah  Hornbeck;  Susan,  born  July  10,  1842,  the  wife 
of  Hon.  Everett  Hornbeck,  who  served  three  terms 
as  associate  judge  of  Pike  county  and  is  now  em- 
ployed in  the  mint  at  Philadelphia ; Isaac  V.,  whose 
name  introduces  these  lines;  and  Jacob  B.,  born 
April  9,  1853,  who  is  engaged  in  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  in  Dingman's  Ferry.  In  religious 
connection  the  parents  were  both  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Westbrook  was  a Democrat 
in  politics.  Sixteen  years  after  his  death  Mrs. 
Westbrook  wedded  Jacob  Hornbeck,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  and  she  lived  to  the 
age  of  seventy-seven,  passing  away  December  13, 
1896,  at  the  home  of  her  son  Jacob,  in  Dingman's 
Ferry.  She  too,  was  laid  to  rest  in  Delaware  ceme- 
tery. There  were  no  children  by  the  second  mar- 
riage. 

Isaac  V.  Westbrook  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  township,  during  liis  boyhood  attending 
the  common  schools,  and  after  his'  father's  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  six  years  old,  he  made 
his  home  with  his  grandfather  Van  Gorden.  He 
has  made  farming  his  life  occupation.  In  1870, 
immediately  after  his  marriage,  he  removed  to 
Venango,  Penn.,  engaging  in  the  oil  business  there 
for  about  one  year,  and  in  1871  returning  to  Pike 
county  and  purchasing  the  place  in  Lehman  town- 
ship which  he  has  since  conducted — a beautiful 
tract  of  fine  river-bottom  land,  which  has  repaid 
him  well  for  the  years  of  labor  he  has  expended 
in  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  He  is  go- 
ahead  and  energetic  in  all  his  work,  and  as  a result 
of  thrift  and  good  management,  which  are  char- 
acteristic traits  of  members  of  the  Westbrook  fam- 
ily, he  has  gained  a high  standing  among  the  suc- 
cessful and  intelligent  farmers  of  his  township. 
He  is  well  informed  on  matters  of  general  interest, 
and  is  well  fitted  to  take  the  active  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs  to  which  his  fellow  citizens  have  called 
him,  for  he  has  served  ably  and  efficiently  in  vari- 
ous offices  of  local  importance.  He  held  the  po- 


sition of  school  director  for  three  years,  was  as- 
sessor of  his  township,  and  in  the  spring  of  1898 
was  elected  to  his  present  incumbency,  that  of  au- 
ditor; in  the  spring  of  1894  he  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace  for  a term  of  five  years.  Though 
the  requirements  for  the  satisfactory  discharge 
of  his  duties  in  these  offices  have  been  many  and 
varied,  Mr.  Westbrook  has  always  proved  himself 
equal  to  them,  and  his  public  service  has  been 
honorable  and  praiseworthy  in  every  respect.  He 
is  a Democrat  in  political  connection. 

On  April  24,  1870,  Mr.  Westbrook  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  Lehman  township,  with  Miss  Mar- 
cena  Hornbeck,  and  two  children  have  blessed 
this  union — Mabel,  born  May  4,  1872,  and  Lucien, 
born  March  17,  1874,  both  of  whom  live  with  their 
parents.  Lucien  Westbrook  commenced  teach- 
ing school  in  the  district  schools  of  Pike  county 
when  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  has  since  grad- 
uated at  the  State  Normal  School  at  East  Strouds- 
burg, Penn.  He  is  now  teaching  in  the  graded 
school  at  Milford,  the  county  seat  of  Pike  county. 
Mrs.  Westbrook  was  born  May  4,  1846,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Eliza  Ann  (Hetzel)  Hornbeck, 
the  former  of  whom  was  an  extensive  farmer  of 
Lehman  township  and  in  his  day  one  of  its  best- 
known  citizens. 

HENRY  W.  NORTHROP.  It  is  difficult  to 
realize  the  fact  that  within  the  memory  of  living 
men  much  of  this  section  has  been  reclaimed  from 
the  wilderness,  but  the  reminiscences  of  this  ven- 
erable resident  of  New  Milford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  bring  the  early  days  clearly  before 
us.  Coming  here  in  boyhood,  he  was  reared  amid 
the  surroundings  of  pioneer  life,  and  later  he  and 
his  worthy  wife  made  a new  home  in  a clearing, 
their  hard  work  being  lightened  by  hope  and  affec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Northrop  was  born  January  13,  1817,  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  ancestors  in  both 
paternal  and  maternal  lines  settled  at  an  early  period. 
Nathan  Northrop,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Orange  county,  N.  Yr.,  and  married 
Miss  Jane  Miller,  also  a native  of  that  county.  In 
1820  they  removed  to  Susquehanna  county,  settling 
in,  a log  cabin  in  the  wilderness  in  what  is  now 
Bridgewater  township.  Later  they  made  their  home 
in  Hart  Lake,  remaining  there  "twenty  years,  and 
their  last  years  were  spent  in  Jackson  township. 
The  father  followed  farming  as  an  occupation  until 
twenty  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1867,  when  he  was  seventy-four  years  of  age.  The 
mother  died  in  1877,  aged  eighty-four,  both  being 
buried  in  Jackson  township.  In  religious  faith 
they  were  Methodists,  and  their  influence  did  much 
to  promote  the  growth  of  the  Church  in  their  local- 
ity in  pioneer  times.  Of  their  children,  the  first, 
Elsa,  died  in  infancy ; Henry  W.  was  second  in  the 
order  of  birth;  Eunice  (deceased)  married  Alexan- 
der Martin;  Betsy  Ann  (deceased)  married  Theo- 
dore Galway;  Stephen  J.,  a retired  resident  of 
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Montrose,  Penn.,  was  formerly  an  editor  of  the 

Montrose  Sentinel. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four,  and  on  at- 
taining his  majority  was  allowed  a salary  by  his 
father.  With  his  earnings  he  bought  a small  tract 
■of  land  at  Plart  Lake  which  was  considered  so  worth- 
less that  his  taxes  amounted  to  but  nine  cents,  but 
under  his  able  and  scientific  management  it  in- 
creased in  value  until  he  was  offered  and  declined 
$40  per  acre.  As  time  passed  he  added  to  his  first 
purchase  until  he  had  200  acres,  but  in  1869  he 
rented  this  and  removed  to  Caroline  county,  Md.. 
where  lie  spent  eight  years.  On  his  return  to 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1877,  he  lived  on  the  farm 
until  1881,  when  he  bought  the  house  and  lot  in 
New  Milford  borough  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  has  also  purchased  other  property  in  the 
borough,  now  owning  five  houses  and  lots,  and  he 
has  a substantial  bank  account.  Among  the  at- 
tractions of  his  comfortable  home  is  a fine  apiary, 
to  which  he  has  given  much  attention,  although 
a slight  stroke  of  paralysis  has  restricted  his  work 
of  late.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  while 
residing  on  his  farm  he  served  as  judge  of  elections 
and  for  one  year  was  township  assessor.  For  more 
than  forty  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  tnree 
years  as  trustee  and  four  years  as  member  of  the 
official  board.  On  December  30,  1840,  Mr.  North- 
rop was  married,  in  New  Milford  township  to  Miss 
Elsa  Miller,  and  five  children  have  brightened 
their  home : Hester  A.  died  in  Marvland  at  the 
age  of  thirty.  Mary  E.  married  Alford  Dennis,  a 
farmer  in  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.  James  B.  married 
Isabella  Sewall,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  New- 
ark \ alley,  N.  Y.  Richard  died  in  Susquehanna 
county  at  the  age  of  thirty ; and  Charlotte  J.  is  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Lewis,  a farmer  in  New  Milford 
township. 

Mrs.  Elsa  (Miller)  Northrop,  whose  loving 
companionship  and  aid  have  cheered  her  husband’s 
life  for  nearly  sixty  years,  was  born  May  22,  1818, 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  When  a girl  she  became 
an  expert  in  spinning  and  weaving,  and  after  her 
marriage  she  raised  all  the  flax  and  wove  all  the 
cloth  used  by  the  family  for  manv  years.  Before 
her  children  were  able  to  help  she  made  a coat  and 
overcoat  for  her  husband.  Her  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, Nicholas  and  Elsa  (Parker)  Miller,  resided 
in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  and  her  father,  Elisha 
Miller,  spent  some  years  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
but  removed  to  this  section  in  1834.  For  about 
twenty  years  he  made  his  home  in  New  Milford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  spending  his  last 
days,  however,  in  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.  By  occupa- 
tion he  was  a farmer  and  blacksmith.  He  died  in 
1871,  aged  seventy-three  years,  and  his  wife,  Anna 
Price,  a native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-five.  This  worthy  couple  had  seven 
children,  viz.:  Peggie  A-.,  deceased,  who  married 
James  Watson,  of  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna 


county;  Elsa,  Mrs.  Northrop;  Naymeyer  P.,  a resi- 
dent of  Nebraska;  James,  a farmer  in  New  Mil- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county;  Nathaniel, 
who  died  in  Maryland ; Mariette,  who  married 
Alfred  Dennis,  and  died  in  New  York  State;  and 
John  W.,  a farmer  near  Ithaca,  New  York. 

JOHN  TOMS.  A well-known  writer  has 
said  that  "every  person  may  learn  something  from 
the  recorded  life  of  another,”  and  in  the  history  of 
this  enterprising  and  thrifty  agriculturist  there  is 
much  to  encourage  others  to  perseverance.  Mr. 
Toms  came  to  America  in  early  manhood  without 
capital  or  influence,  yet  he  has  attained  a hand- 
some competence  through  his  own  efforts,  his  farm 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  being 
one  of  the  best  in  that  neighborhood. 

Like  many  of  our  leading  men,  Mr.  Toms  is 
of  English  birth  and  ancestry,  and  his  paternal 
grandparents,  John  and  Mary  (Marshall)  Toms, 
were  life-long  residents  of  Cornwall,  England, 
where  the  grandfather  followed  farming.  John 
Toms  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Cornwall,  England,  and  for  many  years  was  a day 
laborer  there.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  Hock- 
ing, a daughter  of  John  Hocking,  and  a native  of 
the  same  locality;  she  passed  to  the  unseen  life  in 
1843,  her  remains  being  interred  in  the  burial 
ground  at  the  old  home.  In  1854  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  locating  upon  a farm  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  where  he  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-nine, and  his  remains  now  rest  in  Glen  Dyberry 
cemetery,  at  Honesdale.  He  was  a man  of  in- 
telligence, taking  much  interest  in  public  affairs 
in  his  adopted  country,  and  politically  he  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a Methodist,  his  wife  a member  of  the  Church 
of  England.  Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  Will- 
iam, remained  in  England;  John',  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below ; Jane,  deceased,  mar- 
ried Rev.  John  Durham,  a Methodist  minister,  now 
residing  in  Illinois;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
J.  Jay,  a carpenter  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Penn. ; Francis 
is  a farmer  in  Manchester  township,  Wayne  countv ; 
Joseph  resides  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county 
(he  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted, 
in  1862,  as  a member  of  Company  D,  179th  P.  V.  L, 
and  served  nine  months)  ; and  Stephen  died  in 
Wayne  county  in  December,  1862. 

John  Toms  was  born  August  23,  1831,  in  the 
Parish  of  St.  Cue,  Cornwall,  England,  and  dur- 
ing his  boyhood  gained  a knowledge  of  agricultural 
work  while  assisting  his  father.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  make  his  home  in 
America,  the  voyage  lasting  thirty  days,  as  was 
common  in  those  days  of  sailing  vessels.  On  land- 
ing in  New  York  he  spent  a short  time  in  the 
metropolis,  but  later  came  to  Wayne  county,  where 
he  worked  two  years  for  a farmer  in  Berlin  town- 
ship. His  father  having  then  arrived  in  Wayne 
county,  they  rented  a farm  in  Berlin  township  which 
they  conducted  for  four  years  when  Mr.  Toms 
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removed  to  the  present  homestead,  a fine  estate 
of  100  acres,  soon  followed  by  his  father.  Mr. 
Toms  is  prominent  in  local  affairs,  being  one  of 
the  leading  Republicans  of  his  section,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  he  was  a member  of  the  county  com- 
mittee of  that  party,  while  he  held  several  town 
offices,  including  those  of  school  director,  super- 
visor, and  auditor.  He  is  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church  at  Honesdale.and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  his  community. 

On  August  6,  1864,  Mr.  Toms  was  married,  at 
Hamlinton,  Wayne  county,  by  Rev.  J.  O.  Wood- 
ruff, a Methodist  minister,  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Swin- 
gle, and  their  home  has  been  brightened  by  six  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Harry  W.,  who  married  Miss  Sarah 
Brock,  December  23,  1890,  resides  at  Tracey v'ille, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  is  employed  in  a planing 
mill ; Joseph  S.,  who  lives  on  a farm  near  the 
homestead,  was  married  December  28,  1897,  to 

Florence  Jennings,  of  Hawley;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
William  E.  Brock,  a farmer  in  Cherry  Ridge  town- 
ship ; Miss  Mattie  A.,  a graduate  of  Scranton 
Business  College,  resides  at  home;  John  Wesley, 
a glass  cutter  at  White  Mills,  Wayne  county ,_  was 
married  December  15,  1897,  to  Elizabeth  Decker, 
and  Andrew  D.  is  at  home.  Mrs.  Toms  was  born 
September  12,  1839,  at  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne 
county,  and  is  a member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  esteemed  families  of  that  county.  The  first 
ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a record  was  Hans 
Ulrich  Swingle,  a native  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  locat- 
ed for  a time  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  He  was 
drafted  during  the  war  but  did  not  serve,  as  he  was 
not  a naturalized  citizen.  In  1783  he  settled  in 
Wayne  county,  where  he  purchased  400  acres  of 
land  in  the  wilderness,  upon  which  no  tree  had 
been  cut.  There  was  not  even  a road  made  through 
the  forest  to  his  land,  but  he  began  at  once  on  his 
arrival  to  clear  the  place  and  build  himself  a log 
cabin  for  a home.  His  death  occurred  March  28, 
1809,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Shaffer,  died  in  March, 
1816.  They  had  the  following  children:  Christina, 
who  married  Silas  Woodward;  Morilla,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  Curtis,  a Revolutionary  soldier;  Con- 
rad, who  married  Lucy  Bunting;  Kate,  wife  of 
George  Enslin ; Jeremiah,  who  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Patience  Bunting;  John,  the  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Toms,  who  was  married  three  times  and  had 
eighteen  children  (he  was  a class  leader  in  the  M. 
E.  Church)  ; Frederick  (born  in  1781,  died  May 
10,  1861),  who  married  Susannah  Enslin  (born 
in  1780,  died  August  15,  1856)  ; Jacob  (died  July 
23,  1870),  who  married  Eva  Shaffer  (died  June 
23,  1861)  ; Henry,  who  married  Elizabeth  Enslin, 
and  died  September  13,  1851  ; and  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Moses  Shaffer,  and  died  July  20,  1839. 

Joseph  Swingle,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Toms,  was 
born  March  28,  1811,  in  Wayne  county,  a son  of 
John  Swingle,  and  his  second  wife  Catherine 
(Shorter),  and  throughout  his  life  was  successfully 
engaged  in  farming.  He  took  a prominent  part  in 


local  affairs,  holding  various  township  offices,  and 
for  many  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church,  with  which  his  family  had  been  identi- 
fied from  pioneer  times.  Flis  wife,  Susan  (Ackers), 
who  was  born  in  Wayne  county  in  1814,  died  Au- 
gust 9,  1847,  South  Canaan  township,  where  her 
remains  now  rest,  and  his  death  occurred  February 
21,  1880,  in  Salem  township,  his  remains  being 
interred  there.  Their  children  were:  Milo  E.,  born 
July  13,  1832,  is  a farmer  and  fruit  grower  near 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. ; Artemus  C.,  born  December 
14,  1833,  is  a carpenter  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; Amasa 
A.,  born  March  12,  1836,  resides  at  Peckville,  Penn., 
and  at  present  holds  the  office  of  postmaster  there ; 
Sanford  S.,  born  October  18,  1837,  died  August  30, 
1871 ; Martha  A.,  Mrs.  Toms,  born  September  12, 
1839,  was  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth;  John  E.,  born 
March  28,  1842,  died  September  30,  1852;  Andrew 
J.,  born  March  12,  1844,  enlisted  during  the  Civil 
war  in  Company  G,  5th  U.  S.  Regulars,  rose,  through 
his  gallant  service,  to  the  rank  of  corporal,  and 
on  May  5,  1864,  met  a soldier’s  death  at  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness;  Egbert,  born  June  17,  1847,  died 
July  13,  1897. 


JAMES  M.  SPENCER,  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous lumbermen  and  influential  citizens  residing 
in  Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a native  of 
that  county,  born  in  January,  1832,  and  is  a worthy 
representative  of  one  of  her  prominent  families.  The 
grandfather,  Ezra  Spencer,  Sr.,  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  belonging  to  one  of  the  old  and  hon- 
ored families  of  that  State,  and  as  early  as  1816 
he  emigrated  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  taking  up 
his  residence  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township. 

Ezra  Spencer,  Jr.  (our  subject’s  father),  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  in  1806,  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  removel  to  Wayne  county,  and  is  still 
living  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township — one  of  the  old- 
est, as  well  as  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  men 
of  the  county.  He  married  Miss  Mary  B.  Moore, 
a native  of  New  Jersey,  and  a daughter  of  James 
Moore,  a representative  of  a leading  family  of  that 
State.  Mrs.  Spencer,  who  was  a faithful  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died  January 
21,  1858,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  j^ears.  During 
his  active  business  life  the  father  always  engaged 
in  farming,  and  since  attaining  to  man’s  estate  has 
been  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  while 
in  religious  faith  he  is.  an  Episcopalian. 

In  the  family  were  eleven  children,  James  M. 
being  the  eldest ; the  others  were : Mrs.  Eliza  Part- 
ridge and  Mrs.  Juliette  Kerr  (both  deceased)  ; Nor- 
man, who  was  a Union  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  in  Starrucca,  Wayne  county;  Mrs.  Adaline 
Butler  (deceased)  ; Clark  E.,  who  lives  on  his  grand- 
father's old  farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township ; Mrs. 
Iveziah  Le  Barr,  of  Starrucca ; Mrs.  Kate  Clemon, 
of  Bethany,  Penn. ; Charles,  who  resides  on  his 
father’s  old  homestead:  Olive,  wife  of  Janies  Wat- 
son, of  Lake  Como,  Wayne  county ; and  Mrs.  Hat- 
tie Clough,  who  died  in  Logan  county,  Ohio.  Of 
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these  children,  James,  Juliette  and  Keziah  all  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  in  early  life. 

Mr.  Spencer,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  obtained 
a good  practical  education  during  his  youth,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  began  teaching,  a profession 
which  he  successfully  followed  for  some  time.  In 
1 86 1,  with  his  uncle,  W.  H.  Spencer,  of  Kirksville. 
Mo.,  he  built  a sawmill,  and  after  operating  it 
together  for  a while,  he  purchased  his  partner’s 
interest,  carrying  on  business  alone  with  good  suc- 
cess. During  the  season  of  1875  he  sawed  one  mil- 
lion feet  of  lumber.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a fine 
farm  of  220  acres  in  Preston  township,  on  which 
he  has  erected  one  of  the  most  convenient  and  pleas- 
ant residences  in  the  county,  at  a cost  of  $3,000.  It 
is  heated  by  steam,  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water, 
and  in  fact  has  all  of  the  conveniences  of  a city 
home. 

On  January  1,  1864,  Mr.  Spencer  married  Miss 
Martha  A.  Monroe,  who  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Preston  township,  Wayne  county.  Her 
father,  Charles  Monroe,  was  born  January  1,  1810, 
in  Massachusetts,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Jos- 
lyn)  Monroe,  of  the  old  Bay  State.  Charles  Mon- 
roe married  Philinder  Partridge,  a native  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  and-thev  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  namely:  Charles  H. 
(deceased),  who  was  a member  of  the  45th  P.  V. 
I.  during  the  Civil  war;  Polly  B.,  wife  of  G.  B. 
Sherwood ; Alphonso,  a resident  of  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn. ; Martha  A.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Eleazer  and  William,  both  of  Forest  City,  Penn. 
The  mother,  who  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  died  March  4,  1897,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years,  but  the  father  is  still  liv- 
ing. By  occupation  he  is  a farmer,  and  in  politics 
is  a Republican. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  have  been  born 
twelve  children,  namely:  Nelson  J.,  vice-principal 
of  the  high  school  of  Honesdale,  Wayne  county; 
Alma  E.  and  Elva  A.  (twins),  the  former  a teacher 
in  the  Starrucca  schools,  the  latter  the  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Noble,  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county; 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Doyle,  of  Preston  township ; Mrs. 
Jennie  Doyle  (deceased),  and  her  twin  sister  who 
died  at  birth ; Hattie  and  Etta,  both  popular  teach- 
ers of  Wayne  county ; George  Ezra  ; Grace  J. ; Ralph 
W. ; and  Herbert  M.  All  of  the  children  have  been 
provided  with  good  school  privileges,  and  the  fam- 
ily is  one  of  prominence  in  social  circles  where 
intelligence  and  worth  are  received  as  passports. 

Politically  Mr.  Spencer  is  what  may  be  termed 
an  independent  Democrat,  as  he  is  not  strictly  par- 
tisan, voting  at  local  elections  for  the  candidate  he 
believes  best  qualified  to  the  office  regardless  of 
party  ties.  Pie  has  efficiently  served  as  school 
director  for  six  years.  By  his  energy,  perseverance 
and  business  ability  he  has  been  enabled  to  secure 
an  ample  fortune,  and  to-day  he  enjoys  the  reward 
of  his  painstaking,  conscientious  work.  Social,  edu- 
cational and  moral  interests  have  been  promoted  by 
him,  and  anything  that  tends  to  uplift  and  benefit 


humanity  secures  his  hearty  co-operation.  Relig- 
iously his  wife  is  an  earnest  and  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

I 

DAVID  S.  BISBING,  a representative  farmer 
of  Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe  county,  and  who 
was  a valiant  defender  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil 
war,  was  born  near  Tannersville,  in  Pocono  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  in  October,  1831,  and  is  a son 
of  Jacob  and  Abbie  (Seebring)  Bisbing,  who  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Pocono  township. 

Jacob  Bisbing  was  born  in  1797,  a son  of  John 
and  Sarah  Bisbing,  of  Philadelphia ; his  wife  was 
born  in  Pocono  township,  in  1795.  After  their  mar- 
riage, in  1817,  they  located  near  Tannersville,  where 
he  cleared  and  developed  a fine  farm.  Their  first 
home  was  a log  cabin,  but  in  later  years  it  was  re- 
placed by  a good  frame  house,  substantial  outbuild- 
ings were  also  erected,  and  many  other  improve- 
ments were  added  to  the  place,  which  remained  the 
home  of  the  family  until  after  the  children  were  all 
grown  up  and  married.  The  father  then  sold  his 
farm  and  bought  a house  and  lot  in  Tannersville, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1871.  After  the 
death  of  the  mother  in  1847,  he  married  a Mrs.  Cus- 
ter, of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  but  all 
his  children  were  of  the  first  marriage,  and  were  as 
follows:  (1)  James  S.,  born  in  1818,  married  and 

lived  in  Pocono  township,  where  he  died  leaving 
two  sons,  Samuel  and  Randal ; Samuel  still  resides 
in  Monroe  county ; he  and  his  father  were  both  sol- 
diers in  the  Civil  war.  (2)  John,  born  in  June, 
1820,  married,  reared  a family  of  eight  children,  and 
died  at  Tannersville.  (3)  Peter  S.,  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1822,  married  Magdalene  Berry,  of  Tanners- 
ville, and  resided  on  his  farm  in  Pocono  township, 
where  he  died  leaving  a family  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  one  son  also  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. (4)  Henry  S.,  born  in  December,  1823, mar- 
ried Sarah  Hilyer,  of  Spragueville,  and  they  located 
near  the  old  homestead,  where  he  owned  a fine  farm. 
At  their  deaths  they  left  a family  of  twelve  children. 

(5)  Jacob  S.,  born  in  November,  1825,  married 
Julia  Smith,  of  Tannersville,  and  removed  to  Mich- 
igan, where  some  of  his  children  are  still  living  at 
Saginaw  City ; he  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 

(6)  Annie  S.,  born  in  September,  1827,  is  the  wife 

of  Samuel  Nye,  and  with  their  family  they  now  re- 
side in  Dallas  county,  Iowa.  (7)  Abigail  S.,  born 
in  September,  1829,  died  in  July,  1831.  (8)  David 

S.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  of  the  family.  (9) 
Amos,  born  in  October,  1833,  married  Isabel  Will- 
iams, of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  who 
died  at  White  Haven,  Penn.,  leaving  eight  children, 
of  whom  five  are  still  living ; later  he  married  De- 
lila  Staggers,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Hattie 
and  Amos,  and  they  now  live  in  Scranton,  Penn. 
(10)  Edna,  born  in  November,  1835,  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years.  ( 1 1 ) Malissa,  born  in  Septem- 
ber. 1837,  is  now  the  widow  of  Charles  Hilyer,  and 
a resident  of  Stroudsburg;  she  has  three  children, 
Emma,  Annie  and  Susan.  (12)  Susan,  born  in 
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December,  1839,  married  Hiram  Gould,  who  died 
in  the  service  of  his  country  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  she  later  wedded  Allen  Ellis,  of  Dallas  county, 
Iowa,  and  they  spent  their  last  days  in  Nebraska. 

David  S.  Bisbing  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Pocono  township,  and  received  the  benefits 
of  a common-school  education.  When  a young  man 
he  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  with  Austin  New- 
comb, of  Tannersvillc,  and  for  a number  of  years 
successfully  followed  that  occupation.  In  1856  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Miller, 
who  was  also  reared  and  educated  in  Pocono  town- 
ship. Her  father,  John  Miller,  born  in  New  Jersey, 
married  Eliza  Stein,  a native  of  Poughkeepsie,  N. 
Y.,  and  a daughter  of  Mathew  and  Phoebe  Stein,  of 
that  place.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Miller  located 
in  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  fol- 
lowed lumbering,  and  he  was  killed  by  a falling 
tree  at  White  Haven,  Penn.,  leaving  a widow  and 
one  daughter,  now  Mrs.  Bisbing.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  been  born  six  children,  namely: 
(1)  Eliza  J.,  born  at  Mountain  Home,  Monroe 
county,  in  March,  1859,  married  George  Stiff,  of 
Tannersville,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Coolbaugh  township,  and  they  have  six  children — 
Clara  May,  Bertha  M.,  Nellie  G.,  Metia  K.,  Horace 
B.  and  Lizzie  F.  (2)  Horace  W.,  born  in  May, 
1861,  is  a conductor  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  railroad,  and  resides  in  Scranton,  Penn. 
He  married  Almeda  Lance,  of  Blairstown,  N.  J.,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Mary  E.  and  Walter.  (3) 
Jerome  H.,  born  in  Tannersville,  June  25,  1866,  is 
depot  agent  for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & West- 
ern railroad  at  Scranton.  He  married  Lizzie  Jetter, 
of  that  place,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Alverna. 
(4)  Mary  E.,  born  in  Paradise  Valley,  in  July,  1868, 
married  Clark  D.  Wagoner,  of  Paradise,  and  they 
now  reside  in  Potter  county,  Penn.  (5)  Nettie  F., 
born  in  January,  1871,  is  now  engaged  in  clerking 
in  one  of  the  dry-goods  stores  of  New  York.  (6) 
Frank  N.,  born  August  10,  1875,  is  at  home  with 
his  parents  and  is  one  of  the  reliable  young  men  of 
the  community. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Bisbing 
lived  in  Tannersville,  and  then  removed  to  Moun- 
tain Home,  Barrett  township,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  In  response 
to  his  country’s  call  for  troops,  he  enlisted  for  nine 
months  in  Company  H,  176th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Samuel  Keller,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  time 
was  honorably  discharged,  but  in  September,  1864, 
he  re-enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
pany L,  2nd  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  E. 
Von  Panowitz,  and  was  sworn  into  the  United 
States  service  at  Trenton.  N.  J.  From  Philadelphia 
the  regiment  went  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  they 
were  placed  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Grant,  and 
later  for  five  months  served  as  body  guard  to  Gen. 
Greerson.  The  first  engagement  in  which  our  sub- 
ject participated  was  the  battle  of  Guntown,  Miss., 
where  Capt.  Von  Panowitz  was  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner,  but  the  Rebels  were  driven  back  with 


heavv  loss.  This  was  followed  by  the  engagement  ■ 
at  Egypt  Station,  where  the  Confederates  were  alsojH 
defeated  and  1,600  prisoners  captured.  The  regi-jM 
ment  took  part  in  Gen.  Greerson’s  famous  raidiH 
through  Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  and  from  Mem-SH 
phis  to  Natchez  were  twenty-one  days  in  the  saddle,!* 
during  which  time  Company  L lost  117  horses,  il 
having  only  four  left  when  they  reached  the  latter  H 
city.  Being  dismounted  they  were  placed  on  pro-jH 
vost  duty,  and  Mr.  Bisbing  was  detached  from  his  !■ 
regiment  as  one  of  the  body  guard  of  Gen.  Greer-  I 
son.  For  five  months  they  remained  in  New  Or-  jfl 
leans,  then  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Mobile,  and 
after  a few  days  spent  there  joined  Sherman’s  army  ; jfl 
but,  after  Forrest  cut  off  the  supply  train,  they  were  jfl 
ordered  back  to  recapture  the  same.  After  demolish-  11 
ing  Gen.  Forrest's  army  they  left  the  supply  train  to  >1 
rejoin  Sherman’s  forces,  and  under  Gen.  Greerson  || 
marched  to  Troy,  Ala.,  and.  from  there  to  Jackson. 
After  the  surrender  of  the  capital  they  started  for 
Vicksburg,  and  on  the  way  met  Mosby’s  guerrillas 
and  participated  in  a number  of  skirmishes.  At 
Big  Black  they  were  finally  mustered  out  July,  1865,  j 
and  after  being  paid  off  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  returned 
to  their  homes. 

On  entering  the  army  Mr.  Bisbing  left  his  wife 
and  two  children  at  Tannersville,  and  on  his  return  ‘ 
in  1865  worked  at  his  trade  in  that  place  for  two 
years.  In  1868  he  removed  to  Paradise  Valley, 
where  he  continued  that  employment  for  two  years, 
and  in  1871  took  up  his  residence  in  Mt.  Pocono, 
but  remained  there  only  a short  time.  Going  to 
Spruce  Grove  Mills,  he  and  his  wife  conducted  a 
boarding  house  for  John  Calahan  for  four  years, 
and  then  returned  to  Mt.  Pocono,  where  he  pur- 
chased real  estate  and  built  a fine  home,  and  also 
good  barns  and  outbuildings.  Here  they  have  since 
continued  to  reside,  while  he  has  developed  a good 
farm  from  a wild  tract  of  land,  and  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bisbing  were  reared  in  the  Protestant  faith,  his 
parents  being  first  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  later  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

In  his  political  affiliations  he  has  always  been  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  has  most  efficiently  served  as 
school  director  in  Coolbaugh  township  for  seven 
years.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  American 
Protective  Association  at  Mt.  Pocono,  and  at  all 
times  and  under  all  circumstances  has  been  found 
to  be  a patriotic  and  loyal  citizen,  willing  to  sacri- 
fice his  life,  if  need  be,  to  the  service  of  his  country. 

JEROME  H.  FETHERMAN  (deceased), 
who  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Stroudsburg,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1894,  was  a leading  citizen  of  Monroe 
county,  and  for  many  years  was  identified  with 
various  business  enterprises  in  which  his  ability  and 
energy  won  for  him  substantial  success.  As  a 
citizen  he  was  held  in  high  esteem,  and  for  twenty 
years  he  took  a prominent  part  in  religious  work 
in  his  locality  as  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Mr.  Fetherman  derived  his  sterling  qualities 
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of  character  from  good  Colonial  ancestry.  His 
great-grandfather  Fetherman,  and  grandfather, 
Balsar  Fetherman  were  born  and  reared  in  Berks 
county,  Penn.  John  Fetherman,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a farmer  in  Hamilton  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  was  accidentally  killed  through  the 
breaking  of  a bridge.  He  married  Anna  Storm, 
and  they  had  six  children:  Joseph,  a resident  of 

Snydersville,  Monroe  county;  Jane  (Mrs.  Weller, 
of  Valley  Center,  Kan.)  ; Lavina,  who  married 
Hiram  Warner,  and  resided  on  Mount  Pocono 
(both  are  now  deceased)  ; Regina,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Stier,  of  Northampton  county;  Peter,  who  set- 
tled in  Minnesota;  and  Jerome  H.,  our  subject. 

Jerome  H.  Fetherman  was  born  June  12,  1836, 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Hamilton  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the 
common  schools  of  that  neighborhood.  He  was 
always  a great  reader.  On  February  1,  1859,  he 
married  Miss  Anna  E.  Walter,  a member  of  a well- 
known  family  of  Monroe  county,  who  survives  him. 
Previous  to  his  marriage  he  had  followed  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  millwright,  but  a year  after  that 
event  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  Kellers- 
ville,  where  he  remained  three  years.  In  1864  he 
went  to  Bartonsville  and  took  charge  of  a hotel, 
and  on  selling  out  three  years  later  he  went  to  Fen- 
nersville,  where  he  conducted  a hotel  for  three 
years.  He  then  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
Sciota,  Penn.,  in  partnership  with  Charles  E.  Kist- 
ler,  who  died  eleven  years  afterward,  and  Mr.  Feth  - 
erman continued  business  alone  for  four  years.  In 
1884  he  disposed  of  the  store  and  removed  to 
Stroudsburg,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  he 
lived  in  semi-retirement.  The  care  of  his  invest- 
ments occupied  much  of  his  time,  and  his  ability  as 
a financier  led  to  his  official  connection  with  the 
Stroudsburg  National  Bank,  in  which  he  served 
for  a time  as  director  and  later  as  vice-presidenr. 
Determination  and  perseverance  marked  his  com- 
mercial career.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but 
he  was  not  an  active  worker  in  partisan  affairs ; so- 
cially he  was  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Sny- 
dersville. 

Mrs.  Fetherman,  who  was  an  efficient  helpmeet 
to  her  husband  in  his  active  career,  was  born  in 
Stroudsburg  July  25,  1841,  and  now  resides  there. 
She  is  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  has 
always  taken  much  interest  in  its  work,  while  in 
social  life  she  has  won  many  friends.  Her  great- 
great-granclfather, Mathias  Shaffer. a native  of  Ger- 
many, settled  in  Northampton  county  at  a very 
early  date,  and  her  greatgrandfather,  Jacob  Wal- 
ter, and  grandfather  Huston  were  both  born  there. 
The  former  settled  near  Bushkill,  Monroe  county, 
about  the  time  of  the  separation  of  the  counties, 
and  he  died  near  Stroudsburg  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  He  married  a Miss  Smith,  and  had  thirteen 
children : John,  Mrs.  Fetherman’s  father ; Peter, 

who  died  at  Bushkill  at  the  age  of  seventy-four: 
Jacob,  who  removed  to  Wisconsin  about  1850,  and 
and  died  there  in  1868  of  typhoid  fever;  Daniel,  a 


fanner  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  who 
died  two  years  ago ; Barnett,  who  resides  upon  a 
farm  on  Cayuga  Lake,  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y. ; 
Oliver,  a resident  of  Bangor,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn. ; Chauncey,  who  went  to  Idaho  some  years 
ago,  and  is  now  in  South  Dakota ; Katie,  who  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Garis,  of  New  Jersey,  and  died  in  1877; 
Mary,  who  died  on  a farm  in  East  Stroudsburg  in 
the  summer  of  1896;  Julia,  who  married  Peter 
Kunkel,  a farmer  near  Stroudsburg,  and  died  in 
1894;  Sarah,  who  was  accidentally  killed  in  child- 
hood ; Elizabeth,  who  married  a Mr.  Shafer,  the 
owner  of  a large  farm  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y., 
where  she  died  in  1892 ; and  Margaret,  who  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Edinger,  and  resides  upon  a farm  near 
Tannersville.  Thirteen  years  ago  all  but  two  of 
this  large  family  were  living,  but  at  present  only 
three  survive. 

John  Walter,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Fetherman, 
was  born  at  Bushkill,  August  17,  1812,  and  died 
February  22,  1886.  He  married  Miss  Lavina 
Huston,  who  was  born  in  1821,  and  died  in  1897, 
and  this  union  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows : 
Anna  E.  (now  Mrs.  Fetherman)  ; Charles,  who 
resides  at  the  old  homestead  in  Monroe  county ; 
Emma,  who  married  a Mr.  Bossard,  and  settled 
near  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  she  died  in  1896 ; 
Ellen,  who  became  the  wife  of  Sheriff  Learn,  of 
Monroe  county,  and  died  in  1886;  Mary,  wife  of 
Henry  Warner,  of  Bangor,  Penn.;  and  Nettie  and 
Minnie,  who  died  in  childhood. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Fetherman  was  a member 
of  the  Huston  family,  which  had  been  prominent 
in  Monroe  county  from  an  early  period,  and  her 
father,  Col.  Huston,  was  a well-known  resident  of 
Stroud  township,  where  he  died  in  February,  1861, 
when  between  sixty-five  and  seventy  years  of  age. 
He  married  Miss  Anna  C.  Shafer,  and  they  had 
thirteen  children:  Jacob;  Samuel,  who  was  one 

of  the  first  to  cross  the  plains  to  California,  and 
later  settled  in  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  1891  ; Na- 
than, who  resides  upon  a fine  farm  near  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law ; 
Robert,  who  died  in  Stroudsburg  about  1890 ; 
Joseph,  a bachelor,  who  resides  upon  a farm  in 
Iowa;  Frank,  who.  was  in  California  when  last 
heard  from ; Eliza,  who  married  Mr.  Frantz,  and 
died  about  1888;  Rachel,  who  married  a Mr.  Mar- 
vin, of  New  Jersey,  and  resided  upon  a farm  in 
Monroe  county,  that  State,  until  her  death,  twenty- 
five  years  ago;  Mary  (Mrs.  Kemerer),  who  died 
about  1858:  Ellen,  who  died  unmarried;  Lavina, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Fetherman;  Jeanette,  who  died  in 
the  West,  unmarried;  and  Tacy  Ann,  who  married 
Chauncey  Walters,  and  removed  to  Idaho  in  1865 
(they  now  reside  in  South  Dakota). 

F.  PIERCE  SHUPP.  Prominent  among  the 
enterprising  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Ches- 
nut  Plill  township,  Monroe  county,  is  the  subject 
of  this  biographical  notice,  who  is  living  on  the 
old  Shupp  homestead  where  he  was  born  Septem- 
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her  27,  1852.  Wide-awake  and  progressive,  he  has 
given  to  his  life  work  a significance  and  beauty  of 
which  few  deemed  it  capable. 

Joseph  and  Ellen  (Sax)  Shupp,  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  were  both  natives  of  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  and  there  the  father  died  October  9,  1894, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  two  months  and  three 
days,  being  laid  to  rest  in  Pleasant  Valley  cemetery, 
lie  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  his  commu- 
nity, and  was  called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow  citi- 
zens as  poormaster,  school  director  and  in  other 
township  offices.  The  mother  died  March  22,  1899, 
aged  seventy-nine  years,  eight  months  and  nine 
days.  In  their  family  were  the  following  children : 
Eliza,  now  the  widow  of  John  H.  Weiss,  of  Car- 
bon county,  Penn. ; Kindarus,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere;  Josiah,  who  died  young;  Catherine,  wife 
of  William  Andrews,  of  White  Hall,  Penn. ; Fanny, 
wife  of  Michael  Martin,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn. ; 
John  and  Ellen,  who  both  died  young;  Franklin 
Pierce,  our  subject;  Milton,  who  died  young;  and 
Zenus,  who  married  Lizzie  Geissell,  and  is  engaged 
in  clerking  in  Mauch  Chunk.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject,  Peter  and  Margaret  (Houck) 
Shupp,  were  natives  of  Monroe  county,  and  from 
there  removed  to  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  where 
as  farming  people  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  maternal  grandparents,  John  and  Cath- 
arine Sax,  died  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe 
county,  the  former  at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years, 
the  latter  at  the  age  of  forty-eight. 

Early  in  life  the  subject  of  this  review  became 
familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of 
the  agriculturist,  and  is  to-day  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  skillful  farmers  of  the  community.  He 
purchased  the  old  homestead  from  his  father,  though 
the  latter  remained  with  him  until  his  death.  In 
his  native  township  Mr.  Shupp  was  married  No- 
vember 11,  1876,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Shaffer,  and  to 
them  were  born  three  children:  George  L.,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  clerking  in  a store  at  Hazel  Brook ; 
Alice  W.,  at  home ; and  Charles,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Religiously  Mr.  Shupp  is  an  earnest  and 
faithful  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  deacon,  and  in  his  political  affilia- 
tions he  is  an  ardent  Democrat. 

BAYARD  F.  TEWKSBURY,  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  and  well-informed  men  of  Scott 
township,  Wayne  county,  where  throughout  his 
active  business  life  he  has  engaged  in  lumbering 
and  farming,  was  born  in  1857,  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  a son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Lucy  J. 
(Benson)  Tewksbury.  The  father  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in  1833,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  high  schools  of  Hart- 
ford and  Montrose.  After  his  marriage,  which  was  cel- 
ebrated in  1852,  he  removed  to  New  Milford,  and  for 
some  time  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  county.  While  re- 
siding in  New  Milford  he  was  elected  superintend- 
ent of  schools  for  Susquehanna  county,  and  when 


his  three-years’  term  had  expired  was  re-elected, 
but  died  while  in  office,  in  i860.  He  was  a man  of 
scholarly  tastes,  and  commanded  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Tewks- 
bury also  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  which 
she  had  followed  prior  to  her  marriage,  and  again 
for  twelve  years  engaged  in  that  occupation.  She  is 
a daughter  of  Henry  and  Betsey  Benson,  who  were 
well-to-do  citizens  and  honored  pioneers  of  Jackson  j 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  she  completed  | 
her  education  in  Harford  Academy.  In  1872,  she  i 
married  George  Woodworth,  of  Norwich,  Conn., 
who  died  in  February,  1892,  and  she  is  still  living  f 
in  Norwich.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  two  chil- 
dren,  one  son  and  one  daughter ; the  latter,  H.  i 
Evelyn,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Susquehanna  , 
county,  and  was  for  some  time  a successful  teacher  ] 
in  the  public  schools  of  Susquehanna  and  Wayne  '! 
counties,  Penn.,  and  later  of  Connecticut.  In  1877  1 
she  wedded  Harvey  S.  Brown,  of  Jackson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  is  engaged  in  dairy- 
ing, and  they  have  two  children,  Anna  C.  and  H.  . 
Bissel,  both  at  home.  By  her  second  marriage  Mrs. 
Woodworth  has  two  daughters,  born  in  Norwich, 
Conn.,  namely:  B.  May,  a well  educated  young  lady, 
who  followed  teaching  for  a time  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  Charles  A.  Perene,  of  Norwich,  by  whom  she  has 
one  child,  Clifford  W. ; and  Sara  L.,  who  is  with 
her  mother. 

Bayard  F.  Tewksbury  during  his  youth  ob- 
tained  a good  district-school  education,  which  has 
been  supplemented  by  extensive  reading  in  later 
years.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  went  to  live 
with  his  uncle,  Joshua  Myrick,  of  Susquehanna 
county,  but  subsequently  came  to  Wayne  county, 
and  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  present  farm  in 
Scott  township.  In  1879  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  R.  Grace  Gardinier,  of  Deposit,  Broome 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Zedekiah  and  Abigail 
Gardiner,  the  former  a prominent  lumberman  on  the 
west  branch  of  the  Delaware  river.  Having  ob- 
tained an  excellent  education  in  the  Academy  at 
Deposit,  Mrs.  Tewksbury  began  teaching  when 
quite  young,  and  successfully  followed  that  profes- 
sion until  her  marriage.  She  has  become  the  mother 
of  three  sons;  Benjamin  F.,  born  December  14, 

1 879 ; Jacob  Z.,  born  July  6,  1882  ; and  Carl  H.,  born 
September  5,  1884.  All  are  now  attending  the  home 
schools. 

Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Tewksbury  has  resided 
upon  his  present  farm,  and  has  devoted  his  energies 
principally  to  lumbering  and  dairying,  with  good 
success.  Politically  he  has  always  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  being  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  influential  citizens  of  his  community  he 
has  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  school  director, 
township  treasurer  and  clerk,  and  judge  of  the  elec- 
tion board.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  prominent 
members  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance  and  Industrial 
Union,  belonging  to  Scott  Centre  Alliance  No.  560, 
of  Wayne  county,  of  which  he  is  now  serving  as 
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president  and  his  wife  as  lecturer.  They  have  al- 
ways taken  a leading  part  in  its  work,  have  assisted 
in  organizing  different  lodges,  and  have  done  much 
for  the  protection  and  benefit  of  its  members. 

E.  E.  AVERY,  one  of  the  most  energetic  and 
enterprising  business  men  of  Lebanon  township, 
Wayne  county,  has  been  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  that  county  since  1855,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  the  beautiful  place  just  east  of 
Avery  Lake  known  as  Avery  Park.  There  is  noth- 
ing more  worthy  of  praise  than  the  quiet  and 
steady  pursuit  of  some  honest  calling  and  the  de- 
termined exercise  of  the  industry,  economy  and 
sagacity  which  enables  a man  to  acquire  a home  and 
competence.  Although  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  in  rather  limited  circumstances,  Mr.  Avery 
has  prospered  in  his  undertakings,  and  is  to-day 
one  of  the  well-to-do  and  substantial  citizens  of  his 
community. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  14,  1845,  on  one  °f 
the  most  beautiful  sea  coasts  of  England,  near  Barns- 
taple, in  North  Devon,  of  which  place  his  parents, 
Henry  and  Mary  (Knott)  Avery,  were  also  natives. 
The  father  was  born  in  1808,  at  Bushton,  about 
eight  miles  from  Barnstaple,  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  served  some  years  in  the  British  army. 
In  his  family  were  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
came  with  the  parents  to  America  in  1855,  namely: 
Mary  Jane,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  T.  Poole, 
of  Buckingham  township,  Wayne  county;  John,  who 
makes  his  home  near  Mont  Alto,  Franklin  Co., Penn. ; 
William,  deceased;  Lydia,  wife  of  William  Tutler, 
of  Wayne  county ; George ; E.  E. ; and  Susie,  who 
married  John  Richards,  and  died  near  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  from  exposure  in  a blizzard.  For  some  time 
after  coming  to  the  New  World,  the  father  lived  at 
Dyberry,  Wayne  county,  on  the  Bethany  turnpike, 
and  then  removed  to  Equinunk,  where  he  engaged 
in  lumbering  for  three  years,  after  which  he  made 
his  home  in  Bethany  for  a time.  From  there  he 
removed  to  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
our  subject,  and  upon  this  place  he  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  his  wife  dying  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine.  Both  held  membership  in  the.  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  Mr.  Avery  was  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  By  all  who  knew  them  they 
were  held  in  high  regard. 

E.  E.  Avery  was  a lad  of  ten  years  when  he 
crossed  the  ocean  and  with  his  parents  took  up  his 
residence  in  Wayne  county.  He  was  early  taught 
the  lessons  of  honesty  and  industry,  and  when  quite 
young  began  to  drive  a two-yoke  team  of  oxen  used 
in  work  upon  the  home  farm.  He  never  left  the 
parental  roof,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  the  old  home- 
stead, comprising  180  acres  of  highly  cultivated  and 
well-improved  land.  The  residence,  with  its  broad 
verandas  and  large  bay  windows,  is  one  of  the  most 
delightful  homes  in  Lebanon  township,  and  there 
hospitality  reigns  supreme,  the  many  friends  of  the 
family  being  always  sure  to  find  the  latchstring  out. 
Mr.  Avery  was  one  of  the  first  men  in  this  section 


to  become  interested  in  the  cultivation  of  berries  for 
the  market,  and  although  he  began  the  business  in 
a very  modest  way,  he  now  ships  about  22,000  quarts 
of  berries  annually.  The  “Avery  Park”  berries 
have  become  well  known  in  the  market,  and  com- 
mand the  highest  prices  omaccount  of  their  size  and 
superior  flavor. 

.On  July  16,  1866,  Mr.  Avery  married  Miss 
Philine  Niles,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated 
in  Lebanon  township,  and  is  a daughter  of  Calvin 
and  Elmira  (Pullis)  Niles.  P'ive  children  born  of 
this  union  are  still  living,  viz.:  Willie,  who  married 
Amanda  Bennet,  and  makes  his  home  in  Berlin 
township,  Wayne  county;  Leland  D.,  who  married 
Jennie  Bishop,  and  lives  on  the  home  farm;  Frank 
H.,  also  at  home ; Edith,  wife  of  Charles  Schweig- 
hoffer,  of  Lebanon  township;  and  Fred  J.,  who  is 
still  in  school.  Those  deceased  are  Ernest,  who 
was  born  May  24,  1870,  and  died  January  14,  1889; 
and  Ella  M.,  born  April  17,  1872,  died  May  25,  1889. 

Mr.  Avery  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  which  he  always  sup- 
ports by  his  ballot,  has  served  as  a delegate  to  its 
conventions,  and  has  filled  the  office  of  judge  of 
election  and  other  official  positions  of  honor  and 
trust  in  his  township.  He  is  an  indefatigable 
worker  in  the  Baptist  Church,  has  served  as  sup- 
intendent  of  the  Sabbath-school  for  fourteen  years, 
and  his  life  has  ever  been  in  harmony  with  his  pro- 
fessions. His  genial  temperament,  sound  judgment 
and  well-proved  integrity  have  brought  him  the  es- 
teem and  friendship  of  a host  of  acquaintances  far 
and  near. 

GEORGE  LINCOLN  ADAMS,  of  Strouds- 
bui  g',  Monroe  county,  is  a member  of  and  general  su- 
perintendent for  the  Union  Tanning  Co. successor  to 
the  firm  of  George  L.  Adams  & Co.,  and  is  recognized 
authority  upon  all  branches  of  the  leather  trade. 
To  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  practical  details 
of  the  business  he  adds  executive  ability  of  a high 
order,  and  at  present  he  superintends  the  work  of 
twelve  tanneries  in  this  State,  all  under  the  control 
of  his  corporation. 

Mr.  Adams  comes  of  good  New  England  stock, 
and  his  father,  Adoniram  Adams,  was  a native  of 
Washington,  Vt.  As  a boy  Adoniram  Adams  dis- 
played remarkable  business  tact,  and  at  the  early 
age  of  thirteen  he  left  his  native  place  to  enter  upon 
mercantile  life  as  a clerk  in  the  large  wholesale 
grocery  house  of  Stephen  Hall  & Co.,  of  Boston. 
He  worked  his  way  up  from  a subordinate  position 
until  he  acquired  a partnership,  and'  at  present  he 
is  the  head  of  the  firm,  which  is  now  known  as 
Martin  L.  Hall  &:  Co.  As  executor  of  the  late 
Martin  L.  Hall  he  has  successfully  administered  an 
estate  of  $1,250,000,  and  the  vast  business  of  the  firm 
is  under  his  personal  control.  He  married  Miss 
Harriet  Lincoln  Norton,  whose  father  was  a ship 
builder  in  West  Brooksville,  Maine.  Her  father’s 
brother  was  formerly  the  captain  of  a United  States 
steamer,  and  received  great  praise  at  one  time  for 
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saving  the  ship  in  mid-ocean  while  on  a voyage 
from  New  York  to  New  Orleans.  Later  he  was  ap- 
pointed master  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  in 
1886  was  made  government  inspector  of  marine  boil- 
ers on  the  coast.  1 o Adoniram  and  Harriet  Adams 
eight  children  were  born  : ( 1 ) Edward  D.,  a financier 
of  high  standing, has  been  for  years  an  active  partnei 
in  the  firm  of  Winslow,  Lanier  & Co.,  of  New  York, 
the  second  largest  banking  house  in  that  city.  He 
has  also  been  identified  with  various  important  en- 
terprises, and  at  the  time  of  the  re-organization  of 
the  West  Shore  railroad  he  was  made  chairman  of 
the  board  which  conducted  the  project  to  a success- 
ful conclusion.  He  helped  to  re-organize  the  Jersey 
Central  railroad  and  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad, 
the  latter  being  recognized  as  one  of  the  largest 
financial  operations  ever  conducted  in  America. 
Som  years  ago  he  accepted  the  presidency  of  the 
American  Cotton  Oil  Company,  then  in  the  hands  of 
a receiver,  and  he  completely  rehabilitated  the  con- 
cern, making  it  a decided  success.  The  New  York 
Sun  has  since  said  that  it  is  the  only  stock  company 
known  that  “shows  its  hand”  at  the  first  of  every 
year.  He  was  one  of  the  original  promoters  of  the 
plan  for  “harnessing  Niagara  Falls”  to  furnish 
power  for  various  purposes,  and  at  one  time  he  went 
to  Europe  and  offered  prizes  for  plans  from  famous 
architects  and  engineers.  Having  collected  all  the 
opinions  obtainable,  he  returned  to  work  out  the 
problem  practically,  and  he  is  now  president  of  the 
Cataract  Construction  Company,  which  has  estab- 
lished an  electrical  plant  at  the  Falls.  (2)  Charles 
A.  is  the  New  York  representative  of  a well-known 
manufacturing  company,  and  has  an  office  in  the 
metropolis.  (3)  Walter  B.  is  the  head  of  the  bank- 
ing firm  of  Adams  & Co.,  of  New  York.  (4)  George 
L.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (5) 
Frank  is  the  London  buyer  for  a Chicago  business 
firm.  (6)  William  is  a salesman  for  a leather 
house  in  Boston.  (7)  Marshall,  formerly  cashier 
for  a railroad  company,  died  in  Mexico.  (8)  Hat- 
tie married  Henry  J.  Williams,  an  analytical  chemist 
at  Boston. 

George  L.  Adams  was  born  December  5,  1853, 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  after  attending  the  public 
schools  of  the  South  End  he  entered  the  English 
high  school,  where  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of 
sixteen.  As  he  was  inclined  to  business  life,  rather 
than  a profession,  he  entered  the  store  of  Atherton, 
Stetson  & Co.,  leather  dealers,  as  office  boy,  and 
afterward  became  a clerk,  continuing  with  them 
for  about  three  years.  During  this  time  he  learned 
much  of  business  methods,  and  as  he  found  the 
leather  trade  congenial  he  determined  to  gain  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  all  its  details,  including  the 
practical  processes  of  manufacture.  In  1872,  at  the 
age  of  nineteen,  he  left  BQSton,  resigning  his  position 
which  then  brought  a good  salary,  and  for  a year 
and  a half  he  worked  as  a regular  employe  of  the 
Fulmer  tannery  at  Portland,  Penn.,  at  one  dollar 
per  day.  _ His  efficient  and  skillful  work  attracted 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Fulmer,  who  promoted  him  to 


the  post  of  foreman  which  he  held  for  nine  months. 
Not  content  with  the  knowledge  gained  in  that  estab- 
lishment he  found  employment  in  the  Bottle  Run 
tannery,  near  Cumberland,  Md.,  and  later  in  the  up- 
per tanneries  at  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  with  the  result 
that  on  finally  returning  to  Boston  he  did  so  with 
the  conviction  that  he  “knew  how  to  tan  a hide  of 
leather.”  His  services  were  eagerly  sought  by  ] 
leather  manufacturers,  and  in  July,  1874,  he  accepted  j 
the  position  of  general  manager  of  the  Oak  Valley 
Branch  Tannery,  at  Spragueville,  Monroe  county, 
owned  by  Day,  Wilcox  & Co.  During  the  first  two 
years  of  his  stay  there  the  quality  of  leather  manu- 
factured under  his  direction  became  so  noted  that 
he  was  asked  to  add  to  his  work  the  superintending 
of  the  Oak  Valley  Tannery,  at  Mountain  Home, 
Monroe  county.  He  conducted  both  plants  success- 
fully until  the  destruction  of  the  latter  by  fire  on 
January  5,  1885,  and  at  the  same  time  he  carried  on  a 
store  at  the  Oak  Valley  branch.  Over  a hundred  men 
were  employed  in  the  tanneries,  and  during  the  sea- 
son for  peeling  bark  a large  additional  force  was  re- 
quired, Mr.  Adams  giving  his  personal  attention  to 
every  branch  of  the  business.  In  1881  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  firm,  the  name  being  changed  to 
George  L.  Adams  & Co.  On  March  23,  1885,  they 
purchased  the  Elk  Flora  Tannery  at  East  Strouds- 
burg from  the  heirs  of  Stephen  Kistler,  and  his  firm 
afterward  sold  both  tanneries  to  the  United  States 
Leather  Company,  Mr.  Adams  taking  the  position 
of  general  superintendent.  The  practical  sagacity 
which  has  marked  his  career  is  seen  not  only  in  the 
preparation  of  a high  grade  leather  which  commands 
profitable  prices,  but  in  the  successful  placing  of 
product  upon  the  market.  Altogether  Mr.  Adams  is 
a good  example  of  the  American  business  man.  His 
excellent  physique  gives  him  a great  advantage,  en- 
abling him  to  conduct  his  enormous  business  with 
ease,  and  he  has  not  neglected  the  finer  side  of  life, 
as  his  cultured  mind  and  polished  address  make  him 
a favorite  in  the  best  social  circles.  He  belongs 
to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and  Patri- 
otic Order  of  Elks,  and  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
being  member  of  Hugh  DePayne  Commandery  No. 
19,  at  Easton.  On  October  3,  1878,  he  married  Miss 
May  V.  Stites,  daughter  of  Thomas  D.  Stites,  for- 
merly a contractor  of  Philadelphia.  Two  children 
have  blessed  this  union,  Lucy  Hamilton  and  Grace. 

MILES  LEACH  HUTCHINSON,  who  is 
probably  best  known  as  the  “Father  of  East  Strouds- 
burg,” has  been  identified  with  that  now  thriving 
city  since  it  was  a hamlet  of  about  thirty-one  inhabi- 
tants. Some  of  its  buildings  occupy  a portion  of  his 
old  farm,  and  he  had  the  honor  of  naming  two  of  its 
streets,  “Courtland”  and  “Washington.”  At  the 
time  of  the  organization  of  the  borough  he  served 
as  a member  of  the  council,  and  his  popularity  may 
be  inferred  from  the  fact  that,  although  he  is  stanch 
Republican  and  the  township  is  Democratic,  three 
to  one,  he  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
for  thirty  consecutive  years. 
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Squire  Hutchinson  was  born  April  18,  1831,  in 
the  town  of  Harmony,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  is  of 
hardy  Scotch  ancestry  in  the  paternal  line.  John 
Hutchinson,  his  great-grandfather,  was  a native  of 
Scotland,  and  became  a sailor  in  boyhood,  making  a 
trip  around  the  world  before  he  reached  the  age  of 
eighteen.  In  early  manhood  he  settled  near  Mar- 
tins Creek,  in  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
followed  farming  many  years.  He  died  there  at  the 
advanced  age  of  101  years,  leaving  three  sons,  John, 
William  and  Thomas,  and  several  daughters  whose 
names  are  not  known. 

John  Hutchinson  (2),  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, became  a farmer,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  the  owner  of  1,200  acres  of  land  at  Martins 
Creek  and  Lower  Mount  Bethel,  Northampton  coun- 
ty. He  was  an  active,  energetic  man,  and  doubtless 
shortened  his  life  by  overwork,  as  he  died  when 
only  sixty-five  years  old.  He  married  a Miss  Brit- 
ten, and  had  four  sons,  Thomas,  James,  John  and 
William;  and  two  daughters,  who  married  and  left 
families. 

William  Hutchinson,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  1783  at  Lower  Mount  Bethel,  and  died  in 
1847.  He  was  reared  as  a farmer  boy,  receiving  a 
common-school  education,  and  became  a farmer, 
miller  and  lumberman.  He  built  a gristmill  at 
Uniontown,  N.  J.,  but  afterward  sold  it  and  pur- 
chased a sawmill  at  Hutchinson’s  Station,  Warren 
Co.,  N.  J.,  which  he  operated  many  years.  In  1831 
he  settled  in  Jones  Eddy,  N.  J.,  where  he  died  while 
engaged  In  rafting.  Like  his  father,  he  was  ambi- 
tious, and  his  death  was  attributed  to  overwork. 
Politically,  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  and  his  family 
were  devout  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  married  Miss  Mary  Hay,  who  was  born  in  1794, 
in  South  Easton,  Penn.,  and  died  in  1849.  Her 
father,  John  Hay,  was  a farmer  near  South  Easton, 
whence  he  removed  to  a farm  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  eightv-five  years,  and  his  wife,  Mary 
(Best),  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  Of  the 
children  of  William  and  Mary  (Hay)  Hutchinson, 
John  D.  (deceased)  owned  the  Samuel  De  Puy  prop- 
erty at  Hutchinson  Station,  comprising  a sawmill 
and  farm.  His  wife  survived  him  with  one  daugh- 
ter, who  married  Rev.  Clark  Kline,  of  Oxford,  N. 
T.  (2)  Ellen  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  George 
Stocker,  of  Lower  Mount  Bethel.  (3)  Mary  mar- 
ried Judge  Jeremy  Mackey,  formerly  associate  judge 
of  Monroe  county,  and  cashier  of  the  Stroudsburg 
Bank,  but  now  deceased.  (4)  Harriet  (deceased) 
married  Edward  L.  Allen,  of  Harmony,  N.  J.,  who 
died  in  Stroudsburg.  (5)  Elizabeth  (deceased) 
married  (first)  James  Ramsey,  and  (second)  Dr. 
Little  Osmmr,  of  Harmony,  N.  J.  (6)  William 
(now  deceased)  was  not  married  and  resided  at  Del- 
aware Station.  (7)  Eveline  married  Jeremiah 
Osmun,  of  Delaware  Station.  (8)  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  a lumberman,  resides  at  the  same  town.  (9) 
Miles  L.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low. (10)  James  conducts  a gristmill  at  Dela- 
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ware  Station.  ( 1 1 ) Thomas  died  when  three  years 
old. 

Our  subject’s  early  life  was  spent  on  the  old 
home  place  in  New  Jersey,  and  he  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Harmony  and  Oxford.  For  a time  he 
engaged  in  lumbering,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  in  1846,  he  took  charge  of  the  mill  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  Andrew  J.,  renting  the  prop- 
erty from  their  mother  until  her  death  in  1857. 
Owing  to  the  ill  health  of  his  brother-in-law,  James 
Ramsey  (mentioned  above),  our  subject  went  to 
Ramseyburg,  N.  J.,  to  operate  his  store,  lumberyard 
and  farm,  and  after  Mr.  Ramsey's  death,  two  years 
later,  Mr.  Hutchinson  continued  in  charge  three 
years  as  a partner  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Ramsey.  In 
1866  he  removed  to  East  Stroudsburg,  purchasing 
a farm  of  sixty-five  acres,  which  he  sold  eighteen 
months  later.  For  one  year  he  resided  in  Strouds- 
burg, and  in  1869  he  settled  in  East  Stroudsburg, 
building  his  present  residence  on  Washington  street. 
He  built  seven  other  residences,  which  he  still  owns  in 
the  town, andhisenergyand  foresighthave  done  much 
for  the  development  of  the  locality.  Among  other  en- 
terprises we  may  mention  the  Stroudsburg  Bank, 
in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of  director  for  many 
years.  The  Hutchinson  family  has  been  identified 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church  as  far  back  as  tradi- 
tion runs,  and  our  subject  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Church  at  East  Stroudsburg,  serving  as  elder  and 
for  nineteen  years  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  His  career  as  a justice  of  the  peace  began 
at  the  organization  of  the  borough  of  East  Strouds- 
burg, when  he  was  elected  for  a term  of  five  years, 
and  after  serving  a second  term  by  re-election  he  was 
appointed  for  one  year  by  Governor  Hoyt  under  a 
regulation  in  the  new  constitution.  At  the  end  of 
the  time  he  was  again  elected,  and  his  continuance 
in  office  since  is  convincing  evidence  of  the  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow  townsmen  in  his  impartiality 
and  sound  judgment.  In  only  one  instance  has  ait 
appeal  been  taken  to  a higher  court,  and  in  that  case 
his  decision  was  sustained.  On  January  19,  1861, 
the  Squire  married  Miss  Amanda  D.  Pace;  no  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  the  union.  Mrs.  Hutchinson 
was  born  January  3,  1838,  daughter  of  Major  John 
Pace,  and  granddaughter  of  Major  Pace,  of  War- 
ren county,  N.  J.,  where  the  family  has  resided  for 
many  years.  Major  John  Pace  died  in  1842,  and 
his  wife  Sarah  (Frome)  in  1845,  and  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  are  interred  at  their  home,  Oxford, 
N.  J.  The  Frome  family  was  also  of  pioneer  stock, 
and  Henry  Frome,  Mrs.  Hutchinson's  maternal 
grandfather,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-six,  re- 
sided near  the  old  Warren  county  almshouse.  Mrs. 
Hutchinson  was  one  of  a family  of  seven  children, 
the  others  being:  Mary  (deceased),  who  married 

Gen.  Shoemaker,  of  Oxford,  N.  J. ; Jacob  (de- 
ceased), who  occupied  the  old  homestead  ; Elizabeth 
(Mrs.  George  Hoff),  a resident  of  Belvidere,  N.  T. ; 
Jane  (deceased),  formerly  the  wife  of  Thomas  Mc- 
Fall  Davidson,  of  Harmony,  N.  J.,  and  later  of  Illi- 
nois; Sally  Ann  (Mrs.  Able  Huff),  of  Harmony; 
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and  C.  Catherine,  widow  of  Amzi  Mutchler,  of  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  mother  of  Dr.  John  Mutchler,  of 
Stroudsburg.  Socially  our  subject  is  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  I . O.  O.  F.  Lodge  at  East  Stroudsburg, 
in  the  work  of  which  body  he  has  been  quite  active. 

WESLEY  J.  and  MILTON  D.  PRICE. 
To  the  sightseer  who  revels  in  vistas  of  beauty  and 
grandeur,  “Spence  Cabin  Inn”  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent attractions  of  Monroe  county.  To  the  deni- 
zen of  the  city,  whose  youthful  love  of  nature  and 
nature’s  recreations  has  not  perished,  this  magni- 
ficent home  holds  special  interest.  It  stands  on 
the  summit  of  the  proud  Pocono  range,  presenting 
a series  of  views  that  ennobles  and  expands  thought 
and  sentiment.  To  the  sportsman  the  glades  and 
ravines  offer  additional  attraction.  Little  wonder 
that  “Spence  Cabin  Inn”  is  famous'  little  wonder 
that  guests  throng  there  in  numbers  to  enjoy  the 
bountiful  hospitalities.  The  inn  is  the  creation  of 
Wesley  J.  and  Milton  D.  Price,  who  have  thus 
crested  an  ancestral  home  with  an  edifice  of  most 
honorable  renown. 

They  are  the  sons  of  Jacob  and  Susan  (Nye) 
Price,  and  the  grandsons  of  Benjamin  Price.  Jacob 
Price  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  and  became  one 
of  the  leading  business  and  lumber  men  of  Barrett 
township,  Monroe  county.  After  his  marriage  to 
Susan  Nye,  member  of  an  old  Smithfield  township 
family,  he  settled  upon  the  farm  now  graced  by 
“Spence  Cabin  Inn.”  Here  in  the  wilderness  Jacob 
Price  erected  a sawmill  and  engaged  extensively  in 
lumbering,  rafting  the  product  of  his  mill  down 
Brodheads  creek,  and  thence  in  large  rafts  to  Phila- 
delphia and  New  Jersey  markets.  He  was  widely 
known  on  the  Delaware  river  as  one  of  its  most 
prominent  lumbermen.  His  judgment  was  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  among  his  neighbors,  who  for 
twenty- four  years  elected  him  justice  of  the  peace. 
Throughout  Monroe  county  he  was  widely  and 
popularly  known.  In  politics  he  held  allegiance  to 
the  Democratic  faith,  and  in  religion  he  liberally 
supported  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  his  wife 
was  a worthy  and  consistent  member.  Jacob  Price 
remained  actively  in  business  until  a few  years  be- 
fore his  death,  in  1888.  His  wife  survived  him 
three  years.  The  six  children  of  Jacob  and  Susan 
Price  were  as  follows:  (1)  Paul,  who  married 

Charlotte  Deubler,  and  is  engaged  extensively  in 
farming  at  Cresco.  He  has  three  chlidren,  Clif- 
ford, Leroy  and  Erna.  (2)  Stroud,  who  married 
Ella  Edwards,  of  Moscow,  Monroe  county,  and 
followed  farming  in  Barrett  township  until  his  death. 
A wife  and  six  children,  Gertrude,  Lillie,  Sanford, 
Euretta,  Edna  and  Orville,  survive  him.  The 
widow  is  now  postmistress  at  Canadensis,  where  she 
has  a 'home.  (3)  Jacob,  a bright  young  man  who 
died  in  1883.  (4)  Esther,  who  married  Julius 

Bush,  of  Smithfield ; they  now  reside  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  have  six  children,  Lewis,  Nettie, 
Wallace,  Poe,  Fred  and  Harold. 

(5)  Wesley  J.  Price  was  educated  in  the 


public  schools,  and  attended  also  the  noted  private 
school  of  the  Northrups.  He  received  a splendid 
practical  business  training  under  his  father’s  guid- 
ance, and  in  1887,  when  he  reached  his  majority, 
formed  with  his  brother  (6)  Milton  D.  (who  had 
been  employed  in  a New  York  wholesale  drug 
house)  a business  partnership  for  the  erection  of 
a fine  city  boarding  house  on  the  old  homestead. 
The  enterprise  was  successful  from  the  start,  and 
became  a favorite  resort  for  wealthy  New  York 
sportsmen,  who  visited  the  inn  to  fish  and  hunt. 
In  June,  1891,  the  home  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but 
the  energetic  young  proprietors  at  once  began  the 
work  of  reconstruction  upon  an  enlarged  scale. 
The  present  handsome  edifice  is  60x70  feet,  and  has 
every  modern  improvement,  including  water,  bath 
rooms,  light,  etc.  It  is  distant  but  three  and  one- 
half  hours  from  New  York,  and  the  gentlemanly 
proprietors  have  spared  no  pains  to  make  the  home 
attractive  to  their  guests.  They  are  young  men  of 
ability  and  education,  and  enjoy  a ’wide  acquain- 
tance among  the  wealthy  business  men  and  sports- 
men of  Stroudsburg,  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

Both  are  Democrats  in  politics.  Wesley  J.  has 
filled  the  office  of  constable  in  his  township  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  Democratic 
county  committee,  also  a member  of  the  order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Lodges  at  Mt. 
'Home.  Milton  is  a member  of  the  Order  of  Elks 
at  East  Stroudsburg,  and  Odd  Fellows  at  Mt. 
Home.  Both  have  made  large  and  profitable  busi- 
ness investments  in  real  estate  in  Monroe  and  Pike 
counties. 

A.  M.  MERWINE  deceased),  late  a well- 
known  wholesale  dealer  in  malt  liquors  and  mineral 
waters  at  Mt.  Pocono,  Monroe  county,  is  a native 
of  that  county,  born  in  Tunkhannock  township,  in 
1854,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Coult) 
Merwine. 

Peter  Merwine  was  born  at  Long  Pond,  same 
county,  and  was  a son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Denton) 
Merwine,  who  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Tunkhannock  township,  where  the  grandfather  im- 
proved a farm  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
sleighs  for  the  Jersey  and  Philadelphia  mar- 
kets. Throughout  life  he  continued  to  follow 
lumbering  and  farming.  In  his  family  were  the 
following  children : ( 1 ) Jacob  became  a resident 

of  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  and  had  one  son,  who  is  still 
living  in  that  city.  (2)  Denton  is  now  a resident 
of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  while  his  family  are  living  in 
Belvidere,  N.  J.  (3)  John  married  a Miss  Schick, 
of  Monroe  county,  and  located  at  Merwinesburg, 
where  he  engaged  in  hotel-keeping  and  farming. 
He  was  elected  associate  judge  of  the  county,  and 
filled  that  office  with  ability.  He  died  at  Merwines- 
burg, leaving  a family  of  six  children ; but  seven 
children  were  born  to  him,  namely:  Franklin; 

Sylvester ; Oliver ; Lucinda,  deceased  wife  of  Ste- 
phen Daniel,  of  Plickorv  Run,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn. ; 
Diana,  wife  of  Dr.  George  Sepe,  of  Philadelphia ; 
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Sophia ; and  Emily,  who  married  Alexander  Gould, 
now  deceased,  and  they  resided  on  the  old  home- 
stead of  Judge  Merwine.  (4)  George  married 
Sallie  Warner,  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  they  located  in  Tunkhannock  township, 
where  he  followed  lumbering  and  farming  until  his 
death  in  1898.  His  children  were:  Josiah;  Wil- 

son, a resident  of  Kansas ; Luther,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  Clearfield  county,  Penn., 
for  some  years,  but  was  living  in  Philadelphia  at 
the  time  of  his  death ; Edward,  who  is  married,  and 
lives  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county ; 
Marshall,  who  is  married,  and  is  connected  with  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  at  Stroudsburg;  Augustus, 
who  died  unmarried  in  Stroudsburg;  Delila,  who 
married  William  Bower,  of  Monroe  county,  and 
both  died  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; and  Emma,  wife 
of  Edward  Wilson,  who  is  now  living  on  the  old 
Merwine  homestead.  (5)  Peter,  father  of  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (6)  Will- 
iam. (7)  Fannie  married  Dr.  Rupert,  of  Hamil- 
ton township,  Monroe  county.  (8)  Amanda  mar- 
ried Jesse  Travel,  of  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  who  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  she  died  in  Strouds- 
burg in  1897.  (9)  Sallie  married  Robert  Sleep, 

of  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  where  she  and  her  husband  both 
died  leaving  three  sons : Peter,  a1 1 resident  of 
Reading,  Penn.;  Wesley,  a resident  of  Weatherly, 
Penn. ; and  Andrew,  who  was  a soldier  during  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  is  now  living  in  Reading. 

After  his  marriage,  Peter  Merwine,  father  of 
our  subject,  bought  the  old  homestead,  and  in  con- 
nection with  agricultural  pursuits  followed  lumber- 
ing during  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  was  al- 
ways identified  with  the  Democracy,  and  on  his 
party  ticket  was  elected  sheriff  of  Monroe  county, 
which  office  he  filled  with  ability  for  three  years. 
Pie  also  served  in  a number  of  local  offices,  and  was 
military  inspector  of  the  county  for  a number  of 
years.  He  was  very  prominent  in  commercial  cir- 
cles, and  was  actively  engaged  in  business  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1895.  His 
wife,  who  is  a most  estimable  lady,  is  still  living  on 
the  old  homestead  with  her  son,  Vincent  O.  Our 
subject  was  the  youngest  of  their  three  children, 
the  others  being  as  follows:  (1)  Irvin  J.,  born 

on  the  old  homestead  in  Tunkhannock  township, 
in  1848,  began  his  education  in  the  local  schools, 
and  later  graduated  from  the  business  college  at 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  after  which  he  studied  law 
with  Judge  John  B.  Storm,  of  Stroudsburg.  Pie 
married  Lizzie  Roberts,  of  Stroud  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  they  resided  upon  a part  of  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  died  in  1894.  He  had  two 
children:  Peter  R.,  who  died  in  childhood;  and 

Carrie.  (2)  Vincent  O..  born  in  1851,  has  spent 
his  entire  life  on  the  old  homestead,  and  for  one 
term  most  acceptably  served  as  treasurer  of  Mon- 
roe county.  He  married  Martha  Rineheart,  of  Jack- 
son  township,  Monroe  county,  and  to  them  were 
born  thirteen  children:  Wade  H.,  who  married  a 
Miss  Altamos,  and  resides  near  his  father ; twins 


who  died  in  childhood,  and  a daughter  who  also 
died  in  childhood;  John;  Otwell ; Grover  C. ; Burt; 
Vincent;  Nettie,  wife  of  Irvin  Johnson,  of  Port- 
land, Penn.;  Jennie,  deceased;  Minnie,  unmarried; 
and  Maggie,  wife  of  Kirk  Real,  of  Wind  Gap. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  A.  M.  Merwine 
obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  assisted  his  father  in  his  farming 
and  lumber  operations  until  his  marriage.  In  1874 
he  wedded  Miss  Delilah  M.  Everett,  of  Gilbert, 
a daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Dottery) 
Everett,  representatives  of  prominent  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  Monroe  county,  which  were  founded  in 
Chestnut  Hill  township  at  an  early  day.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Merwine  became  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Harry  J.,  who  was  born  in  1874, 

and  is  now  a resident  of  Minnesota ; Lizzie,  born 
in  1876,  at  home ; Lucy,  who  was  born  in  1877,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years;  Effie,  born  in  1878; 
Charles,  born  in  1880;  Ella,  born  in  1882;  Beulah, 
born  in  1883;  Alva  and  Lila  (twins),  born  in  1886; 
Walter,  born  in  1888;  and  Berson  Leroy,  born  in 
1892. 

In  1880  Mr.  Merwine  purchased  property  in 
the  village  of  Mt.  Pocono,  and  built  a pleasant  home. 
In  partnership  with  F.  D.  Smith  he  embarked  in 
the  wholesale  manufacture  of  bottled  beer,  later 
bought  out  his  partner,  enlarged  the  entire  plant 
by  the  erection  of  new  and  improved  buildings,  and 
continued  in  business  up  to  his  death,  May  31,  1899, 
his  trade  extending  all  over  the  county.  He  pros- 
pered in  his  business  and  purchased  the  McPher- 
son property  at  Mt.  Pocono,  including  fifty  acres 
of  land,  witir  a fine  large  private  residence  erected 
by  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Philadelphia,  for  a summer 
home.  From  the  time  of  his  attaining  his  majority 
Mr.  Merwine  was  always  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
office  of  school  director.  Socially  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  Mountain  Home  Lodge  No.  684,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 
the  Benevolent  and  Patriotic  Order  of  Elks  No. 
123,  of  Scranton;  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men  at  Mt.  Pocono.  In  religious  faith  his  widow 
is  a member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Merwine,  he  having  left  no 
will,  the  properties  were  sold,  and  were  purchased 
by  his  widow,  Delilah  M.  Merwine,  who  still  carries 
on  the  business. 

WYMAN  KIMBLE,  burgess  of  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county,  has  experienced  an  active  and  suc- 
cessful business  career  in  that  thriving  borough, 
where  he  was  born  and  where  he  has  ever  since 
resided.  His  present  political  duties  do  not  absorb 
his  entire  attention,  for  he  is  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  glass-polishing  goods. 

Mr.  Kimble  descends  from  New  England 
stock.  His  grandfather,  Daniel  Kimble,  married 
a Miss  Ross,  and  settled  in  Honesdale,  migrating 
from  the  old  ancestral  home  in  New  England.  He 
was  a sturdy  and  upright  citizen,  and  lived  to  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years.  He  had  two  daughters, 
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one  of  whom  died  unmarried ; the  other  became  the 
wife  of  John  Diltze,  who  settled  near  Indian 
Orchard.  His  six  sons  were  Daniel,  Purdham, 
Scott,  Benjamin  F.,  Joseph  and  Samuel.  Scott 
enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the  Mexican  war  and  never 
returned.  Daniel  and  Purdham  lived  and  died 
near  White  Mills. 

Benjamin  F.  Kimble,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  White  Mills,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  in 
1803,  and  in  early  life  acquired  the  millwright’s 
trade.  While  yet  a minor,  in  1823,  he  erected  what 
in  early  days  was  well  known  as  the  “Old  Red  Grist- 
mill.” It  was  afterward  purchased  by  the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson  Canal  Co.  Benjamin  F.  Kimble 
married  Prudence  Vastbinder,  who  was  born  near 
Lake  Ontario  in  1808,  and  died  in  1883.  Their 
surviving  children  are  as  follows:  Ellen  J.,  wife  of 
Robert  Bailey,  who  lives  on  a part  of  the  old  home- 
stead; B.  F.,  a resident  of  Damascus  township; 
Clarence  D.,  a carpenter  and  contractor,  living  on 
the  old  place;  and  Wyman,  subject  of  this  sketch. 
The  father  followed  milling  until  his  retirement, 
in  1867.  In  politics  he  was  an  Old-line  Whig,  and, 
later,  a Democrat.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Universalist.  His  wife  was  a Methodist.  He  con- 
tinued to  live  at  the  old  home  on  the  mill  property 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  December  14,  1875. 

Wyman  Kimble  was  born  in  Honesdale,  April 
16,  1843.  He  attended  school  at  Bethany  Academy 
for  three  years.  He  had  a natural  taste  for  mathe- 
matics and  mechanics,  and  applied  himself  diligently 
to  those  branches.  After  leaving  school  he  learned 
the  trade  of  millwright,  in  which  he  actively  en- 
gaged from  1859  to  1866.  During  the  latter  year 
lie  and  his  father  repurchased  from  the  canal  com- 
pany the  “Old  Red  Gristmill”  property,  and  there 
built  Kimble’s  Steam  Mills.  His  father  retired  the 
following  year,  and  Wyman  conducted  the  business 
with  a partner  until  1876,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
interest  to  the  other  owner. 

Mr.  Kimble  realized  that  the  sweep  of  modern 
progress  was  retiring  to  comparative  obscurity  the 
millwright’s  occupation,  and  was  quick  to  turn  his 
genius  into  another  channel.  He  entered  a machine 
shop  as  a pattern-maker,  and  worked  steadily  for 
two  years.  He  was  then  engaged  in  a sash  and 
blind  factory,  in  getting  out  polishing  woods  for 
polishing  glass.  While  so  engaged  Mr.  Kimble 
developed  the  important  idea  of  having  the  wood  so 
cut  that  the  grain  would  all  run  in  one  direction, 
and  thus  render  the  polishing  wheel  doubly  effect- 
ive and  doubly  valuable.  He  patented  his  idea,  and 
is  now  engaged  at  Honesdale  in  manufacturing 
polishing  wood  for  cut  glass.  His  finished  product 
has  acquired  a world-wide  reputation,  and  is  now 
exported  in  large  quantities  to  all  glass-producing 
countries,  besides  commanding  an  extensive  sale  in 
our  own  country. 

Mr.  Kimble  was  first  married  to  a Miss  Hoag- 
land,  a native  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y. ; the  only 
child  by  this  marriage,  Ida  M.,  is  the  wife  of  Elmer 
Goodman,  of  North  Branch,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y., 


and  has  one  child — Floyd.  Mr.  Kimble  was  again 
married,  July  26,  1870,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Charlotte  Fox.  They  have  two  children,  Nel- 
lie G.  and  Wyman  W. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kimble  is  a Democrat.  He 
was  elected  to  the  mayoralty  of  Honesdale  on  a 
Bimetallic  platform  in  1897.  He  is  a true  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Blue  Lodge 
No.  218  and  Chapter  No.  204,  both  of  Honesdale, 
filling  all  the  chairs  in  the  Blue  Lodge;  he  was  a 
charter  member  of  Callicoon  Lodge,  in  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.  He  is  a public-spirited  and  promi- 
nent citizen,  wedded  to  his  private  business,  and 
not  seeking  official  life,  yet  ready  to  bear  his  share 
of  public  service  when  principles  and  the  exigencies 
of  the  time  require  a standard  bearer. 

FRANKLIN  SIPTROTH,  who  owns  and 
operates  a good  farm  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  has  been  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune,  and  has  builded  wisely  and  well  so 
that  he  is  now  in  the  possession  of  a comfortable 
home  and  competence  acquired  through  his  own 
perseverance,  industry  and  good  management.  He 
has  brought  his  land  to  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
largely  by  the  labor  of  his  own  hands,  has  erected 
a good  set  of  buildings  thereon,  and  each  year  has 
added  something  to  enhance  the  beauty  and  value 
of  the  property. 

A native  of-  Monroe  county,  Mr.  Siptroth  was 
born  in  Jackson  township,  in  1850,  a son  of  Henry 
and  Sally  (Singer)  Siptroth.  The  father  was  born 
in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  January,  1820,  and  when 
a boy  crossed  the  Atlantic,  taking  up  his  residence 
in  Northampton  county,  where  he  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade.  After  coming  to  Monroe  county 
he  married  Miss  Sallie  Singer,  daughter  of  John 
Singer,  of  that  county,  and  they  began  their  domes- 
tic life  in  Easton,  Penn.,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  for  some  years.,  Returning  to  Monroe  coun- 
ty, he  purchased  a home  in  Jackson  township,  and 
in  connection  with  carpenter  work  also  followed 
masonry,  being  familiar  with  several  branches  of 
mechanics.  There  he  died  in  1896,  but  his  wife  is 
still  living,  making  her  home  with  her  son  Christian 
in  Jackson  township. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters : ( 1 ) 

Oliver,  born  in  Jackson  township,  in  1849,  married 
Maria  Butts,  of  Monroe  county,  and  they  now 
reside  with  their  family  in  East  Stroudsburg.  (2) 
Franklin  is  next  in  order  of  birth.  (3)  Chris- 
tian, born  in  1852,  wedded  Mary  Rinker,  of  Jack- 
son  township,  and  they  live  on  the  old  homestead. 
1 heir  children  are  Albert,  Ray,  Hattie,  George, 
Emma,  Elias,  John  and  Alice.  (4)  Edward  died 
in  childhood  at  Easton,  Penn.  (5)  Elias  died 
when  young.  (6)  Alexander,  born  in  1863,  mar- 
ried Ida  Possinger,  of  Jackson  township,  and  they 
make  their  home  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn. 
They  have  children,  Weldon,  Flossie,  Olive  and 
Easton.  (7)  Margaret,  born  in  1844,  is  the  wife 
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of  Conrad  Morningstar,  a farmer  of  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  they  have  three  children,  Franklin, 
Elizabeth  and  Ray.  (8)  Elizabeth,  born  in  1853, 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Zacharias,  a merchant  of  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Amzie  and 
Alva.  (9)  Alvesta,  born  in  i860,  is  the  wife  of 
Michael  Harbenstein,  of  Paradise  township,  Mon- 
roe county. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  reared  in  Jack- 
son  township,  his  education  being  obtained  in  its 
public  schools.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a 
lumberman  at  Tobyhanna,  Monroe  county,  and  later 
in  Bradford  county.  In  1875  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Zacharias,  and 
purchased  the  Starner  brickyard  in  East  Strouds- 
burg, Monroe  county,  where  they  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick  for  about  seven  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  Mr.  Siptroth  purchased  a lot  and 
erected  thereon  a fine  brick  residence  for  bis  own 
use. 

In  1878  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Ramsberger,  a lady  of  culture  and  refinement, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  in  1857,  and  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  a good  education.  After  her 
parents,  John  and  Mary  (Kime)  Ramsberger,  re- 
moved to  Marshalls  Creek,  Monroe  county,  she.  re- 
turned to  New  York  to  complete  her  education.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and 
when  a young  man  emigrated  to  New  York,  where 
he  was  married,  and  continued  to  work  at  the  cabi- 
net maker’s  trade  for  ten  years  thereafter,  coming  to 
Monroe  county  in  1863.  Here  he  purchased  a farm, 
on  which  he  made  his  home  until  called  from  this 
life  in  1887.  His  widow  now  finds  a pleasant  home 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Siptroth.  In  their  family  were 
only  two  children,  the  son  being  John,  who  married 
Lizzie  Doll,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  where  they  now 
reside.  Their  children  are  John,  William,  Lulu  and 
Mary.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
five  children.  Anette,  born  in  East  Stroudsburg, 
in  1880,  is  a scholarly  young  lady,  who  was  educat- 
ed at  the  high  school  and  State  normal  of  that  place, 
and  is  now  a teacher.  Florence,  born  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  in  1881,  was  also  a student  in  the  East 
Stroudsburg  high  school,  and  is  a very  refined  and 
attractive  young  lady  possessing  considerable  mu- 
sical talent.  Lulu,  born  in  1882,  died  in  childhood. 
Herman,  born  in  1886,  died  the  same  year.  Archer 
F.,  born  at  Marshalls  Creek,  in  July,  1889,  is  attend- 
ing the  home  schools. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Siptroth  resided  in  East 
Stroudsburg  until  1888,  when  he  sold  his  property 
there  and  spent  the  following  two  years  on  his 
father-in-law’s  old  homestead  at  Marshalls  Creek. 
He  then  bought  a tract  of  land  near  that  place  In 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  which  he  has  converted 
into  his  present  fine  farm.  The  neatness  and  thrift 
that  pervades  the  home  shows  the  culture  and  re- 
fined taste  of  the  inmates,  while*  a gracious  hos- 
pitality adds  to  its  material  charms.  The  friends  of 
the  family  are  many.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Siptroth  were 
active  and'  prominent  members  of  the  Baptist 


Church,  and  he  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sab- 
bath-school  at  Craig’s  Meadows  six  years.  In  his 
political  affiliations  he  is  a Democrat,  and  is  now 
serving  as  school  director  of  liis  township ; he  is  a 
member  of  Analomink  Lodge  No.  946,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  East  Stroudsburg. 

BERNHARD  BUCK  is  a prominent  repre- 
sentative of  the  German-Americaii  citizens,  who 
have  been  such  important  factors  in  the  development 
and  prosperity  of  this  country.  For  thirty-six  years 
he  has  been  identified  with  the  lumber  and  farming 
interests  of  Monroe  county,  and  is  now  carrying  on 
operations  as  an  agriculturist  in  Paradise  township. 

Mr.  Buck  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
in  1843,  a son  °f  Jacob  and  Margaret  Buck,  also 
natives  of  that  country,  who  in  1866  emigrated  to 
the  New  World  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Bar- 
rett township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  pur- 
chased a farm  and  continued  to  make  their  home 
until  called  from  this  life,  the  mother  dying  in  1880, 
the  father  in  1888.  Both  were  earnest  and  consist- 
ent members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  their 
family  were  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of 
whom  were  born  in  Germany  with  the  exception  of 
the  youngest,  who  was  born  in  Barrett  township  : ( 1 ) 
Bernhard  is  our  subject.  (2)  Martin,  a lumberman 
of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  who  married  Louisa 
Phelerious,  of  Barrett  township,  and  has  a large 
family.  (3)  Mary  wedded  Conrad  Single,  of  Ger- 
many, by  whom  she  has  children,  and  they  now 
reside  in  Pittson,  Penn.,  where  he  works  as  a brick- 
layer. (4)  Abby  is  the  wife  of  John  Gravel,  a 
farmer  of  Barrett  township,  and  they  have  a family. 

(5)  Casper,  a farmer  of  the  same  township,  married 
Maudline  Deibler,  and  has  one  daughter,  Laura. 

(6)  Adam,  a resident  of  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county,  married  Mary  Pie,  of  Barrett  town- 
ship, and  they  have  a family.  (7)  Conrad  is  still 
on  the  old  homestead.  (8)  Margaret  is  the  wife  of 
Albert  Phelps,  a farmer  of  Barrett  township,  and 
they  had  two  children,  Howard,  and  Margaret,  who 
died  young.  (9)  Agnes,  born  in  1867,  married 
Michael  Dursch,  of  Luzerne  county,  and  with  their 
family  now  reside  in  Pittston.  The  eldest  four 
children  were  educated  in  Germany,  and  the  others 
in  the  schools  of  Barrett  township. 

In  1862,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  Bernhard 
Buck  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  located  in  Barrett 
township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  followed 
lumbering  for  some  years.  He  was  married  there, 
in  1864,  to  Miss  Caroline  Wettling  who  was  born 
in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  in  1846,  and  in  1850  was 
brought  to  America  by  ber  parents,  Henry  and 
Susan  Wettling,  who  located  on  the  farm  in  Para- 
dise township,  Monroe  county,  where  our  subject 
now  resides.  The  father  made  some  improvements 
upon  the  place,  but  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  to  work  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & W est- 
ern  railroad.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  upon  that 
farm.  They  reared  a family  of  three  children, 
namely:  Godfrey,  John  and  Caroline.  Ten  children 
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were  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife:  (i)  John, 
born  in  Barrett  township,  in  1866,  now  resides  on 
a farm  in  Paradise  township.  He  married  Minnie 
Warrick,  and  has  four  children:  David,  Margaret, 
Anther,  and  Helen.  (2)  Henry,  born  in  1868,  died 
in  August,  1898.  (3)  Annie,  born  in  1870,  is  the 

wife  of  Sandford  Henry,  of  Paradise  township,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Florence.  (4)  Margaret, 
born  in  1872,  is  the  widow  of  Jesse  Palmer,  of 
Stroudsburg,  and  has  one  daughter,  Jennett.  (5) 
Abbie,  born  in  1873,  is  a resident  of  Germantown. 
(6)  Martin,  born  in  1875,  received  a good  public- 
school  education,  attending  the  home  schools  and  the 
high  school  at  Brodheadsville.  Fie  is  now  book- 
keeping in  the  Alderney  dairies  at  Germantown, 
Penn.  (7)  Mary,  born  in  1877,  was  educated  in 
home  schools,  and  has  now  charge  of  a Ladies’ 
Home  in  Philadelphia.  (8)  Lizzie,  born  in  1879, 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  (9)  Walter,  born  in 
1880,  is  at  home.  (10)  Cora,  born  in  1884,  is  a 
student  in  the  local  schools. 

Mr.  Buck  continued  his  lumbering  operations 
in  Barrett  township  until  1881,  when  he  purchased 
his  father-in-law’s  farm  in  Paradise  township, 
erected  thereon  a new  house  and  made  many  other 
improvements.  He  has  cleared  much  of  the  land, and 
now  has  one  of  the  best  cultivated  farms  in  Paradise 
township.  Coming  to  America  a poor  boy,  he  has 
through  his  own  energy,  honesty  and  perseverance, 
succeeded  in  accumulating  a comfortable  compe- 
tence. He  even  had  to  borrow  money  to  pay  his 
passage  to  this  country,  but  soon  paid  it  back.  He 
possessed  the  marked  characteristics  of  the  people 
of  his  native  land,  being  industrious,  economical  and 
ambitious  to  success,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his 
careful  and  painstaking  wife,  he  has  succeeded  far 
beyond  his  highest  expectations.  They  have  also 
reared  a good  industrious  family,  of  which  they 
may  be  justly  proud.  Politically  Mr.  Buck  has  al- 
ways supported  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  served 
as  school  director  and  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  is 
now  filling  the  office  of  supervisor  of  his  township. 

JOHN  A.  HOBBS,  an  enterprising  and  pros- 
perous farmer,  resides  on  what  is  known  as  the  old 
Thorpe  homestead  in  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  which  was  cleared  by  Martin  Thorpe 
in  1847,  an<l  iater  came  into  the  possession  of  Samuel 
B.  Thorpe,  the  father-in-law  of  our  subject.  Mr. 
Hobbs  is  a thorough  and  systematic  farmer,  and  the 
success  that  has  crowned  his  labors  in  life  is  due  en- 
tirely to  his  own  individual  efforts. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  14,  1858,  in 
Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  when 
it  formed  a part  of  Luzerne  county,  and  is  a son  of 
Abiaham  and  Ester  (Tarns)  Hobbs,  also  natives 
of  that  county,  whence  they  removed  to  Wayne 
county  in  1865,  locating  on  North  & South  turn- 
pike, in  South  Canaan  township.  There  the  father, 
who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  1891,  aged 
eighty-two  years.;  the  mother,  who  was  born  De- 
cembei  14,  1812,  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead. 


Their  children  were  Alma,  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Howell,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township;  Ellen, 
wife  of  Simon  Enslin,  a merchant  of  Wymart, 
Wayne  county;  Candas,  widow  of  George  Emory, 
of  South  Canaan  township,  who  died  in  May,  1885 ; 
and  John  A.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Eli- 
jah and  Mary  (Treat)  Hobbs,  natives  of  Vermont, 
and  farming  people,  who  died  in  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  the  former  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  the 
latter  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  Duer  and  Mary 
(Foster)  Yarns,  the  maternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  early  set- 
tlers of  Lackawanna  county,  where  the  former  died 
aged  eighty  years,  the  latter  aged  eighty-six. 

At  the  age  of  six  years  John  A.  Flobbs  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  South  Canaan 
township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  under  the 
parental  roof.  His  first  purchase  consisted  of  a farm 
in  Benton  township,  Lackawanna  county,  which  he 
owned  for  two  years  but  never  lived  thereon,  in  the 
meantime  working  for  others  at  farming  and  thresh- 
ing. At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  bought  a farm 
in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  on  North 
& South  turnpike,  which  he  operated  for  six  years, 
and  then  purchased  two  farms  in  Clinton  township, 
Wayne  county.  Four  years  later  he  sold  one  of 
these,  but  still  owns  the  other,  and  in  April,  1892, 
he  removed  to  his  present  farm. 

At  his  present  home,  Mr.  Hobbs  was  married, 
December  20,  1881,  to  Miss  Jennie  Thorpe,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  three  children,  namely : Mabel 
E.,  Edna  C.  and  Wallace  J.  Mrs.  Flobbs  was  born 
on  an  adjoining  farm  in  the  same  township,  August 
6,  1862,  a daughter  of  Samuel  B.  and  Elizabeth 
(Reed)  Thorpe.  The  father,  a retired  farmer,  liv- 
ing with  our  subject,  was  born  in  Sussex  county,, 
N.  J.,  December  4,  1821,  a son  of  Ephraim  and  Ellen 
(Vanocker)  Thorpe,  also  natives  of  New  Jersey,, 
who, in  1823,  came  to  Wayne  county  and  first  located 
at  old  Canaan.  In  1838  they  removed  to  a farm  ad- 
joining the  one  on  which  our  subject  now  resides,, 
where  they  made  their  home  during  their  remaining 
years.  Going  out  one  morning,  the  grandfather 
caught  a fish  for  his  dinner,  in  Mile  Brook,  South 
Canaan  township,  and  in  the  afternoon  determined 
to  again  try  his  luck  at  that  sport,  and  while  thus 
engaged  was  drowned,  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  eigthy- 
two  years.  His  wife  died  seven  years  later,  aged 
seventy-five  years,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
South  Canaan  township.  Their  children  were  Sam- 
uel B.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hobbs ; Sallie  A.,  who 
married  Aaron  Vangorder  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; 
Mahala,  who  married  Adam  Swingle  (both  are  now 
deceased)  ; Ephraim, who  is  living  retired  in  Wiscon- 
sin. Ephraim  Thorpe  had  three  children  by  a 
former  marriage,  all  now  deceased,  namely:  Mary, 
who  wedded  John  Harding  (now  deceased)  ; Jesse; 
and  John. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thorpe  ( the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Hobbs)  was  born  in  South  Canaan  township,  Feb- 
ruarv  6,  1824,  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Cur- 
tis) Reed,  the  former  a native  of  Connecticut,  the 
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latter  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  With  their  respect- 
[ ive  parents  they  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  at 
i a very  early  day,  and  were  married  in  South  Canaan 
| township.  Mr.  Reed  was  born  August  14,  1796, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  while  his 
I wife  was  born  November  6,  1802,  and  also  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven,  both  being  buried  in  South 
[ Canaan  township.  Of  their  children,  Henry  and  Ira 
are  both  deceased ; Elizabeth  is  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Hobbs ; Amos  is  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship ; Catherine  first  married  Thomas  Dexter,  and 
i after  his  death  a Mr.  Smith,  and  now  resides  in 
Minnesota;  Hiram  is  a farmer  in  Minnesota; 
Charles  is  deceased ; Ann  is  the  deceased  wife  of 
Stanley  Day,  who  is  living  retired  in  Georgetown, 
Wayne  county;  Morris  is  a farmer  of  South  Canaan 
township ; Amanda  is  the  wife  of  Alexander  Shaffer, 
a farmer  of  Nebraska;  Clarissa  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years ; and  Densie  is  the  deceased  wife  of 

(George  Durshimer,  a farmer  of  Lake  township, 
Wayne  county. 

Samuel  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Reed)  Thorpe  are 
the  parents  of  the  following  children  : Utley  A.,  born 
October  1,  1851,  is  a railroad  conductor,  living  in 
Peckville,  Penn.;  Loren  E.,  born  August  1,  1854, 
is  a railroad  brakeman,  living  in  Carbondale,  Penn. ; 
Volney  F.,  born  September  28,  1857,  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years  and  five  months ; and  Mrs.  Jennie  M. 
Hobbs  completes  the  family.  For  half  a century 
the  father  of  these  children  was  actively  engaged  in 
farming,  but  owing  to  ill  health  sought  a lighter  em- 
ployment, serving  as  night  watchman  for  the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson  Coal,  Co.  for  two  years,  while  his 
family  continued  to  reside  on  the  home  farm.  He 
1 and  his  wife  now  find  a pleasant  home  with  our  sub- 
ject, and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  the  entire  com- 
munity. They  are  faithful  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church ; for  fifty  years  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and  politically  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobbs  are  also  leading  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  social 
circles  occupy  an  enviable  position.  Fraternally  he 
holds  membership  in  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of 
America,  at  Georgetown,  and  the  Heptasophs,  at 
Waymart.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  he  has 
most  efficientlv  served  as  auditor,  tax  collector  ( two 
terms),  and  in  other  local  offices  of  honor  and 
trust. 

EBEN  CLARK  BROWN,  a prominent  agri- 
culturist and  dairyman  of  Cherry  Ridge  township, 
Wavne  county,  resides  on  the  old  family  homestead, 
which  under  his  able  and  energetic  management  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  best  farms  of  its  size  in  the  lo- 
cality. The  family  is  of  good  Colonial  stock,  and  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  William  Brown,  a native  of 
Connecticut,  served  as  a private  in  the  Revolutionary 
army,  and  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  business  as 


a woolen  manufacturer  and  fuller  in  Stonington, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was 
the  father  of  six  sons — Dudley,  Russell,  William, 
Reuben,  Palmer,  and  Warren — and  four  daubhters, 
all  deceased. 

Reuben  Brown,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  September  3,  1801,  and  was 
married  September  2,  1829,  to  Miss  Susan  S.  Clark, 
a native  of  the  same  State,  born  January  11,  1807. 
She  belonged  to  an  old  Colonial  family  noted  for  its 
patriotism,  and  her  father,  Perry  Clark,  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  while  two  of  her  brothers 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  Three  years  after  their 
marriage  Mr.  Brown  moved  to  this  section,  locating 
first  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  later,  after  spend- 
ing a few  years  in  Luzerne  county,  he  then  settled 
permanently  in  Wayne  county,  purchasing  in  1845 
the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject.  At  that 
time  there  were  but  few  improvements  on  the  place, 
the  only  dwelling  being  an  old  log  cabin,  but  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  transformed  the  scene  in  a 
few  years  as  the  fertile  soil  was  brought  under  culti- 
vation. The  father  was  a man  whose  sympathies 
were  always  on  the  side  of  right,  and  while  he  was 
not  a member  of  any  religious  society  he  was  a man 
of  strong  religious  belief  and  convictions,  and  gave 
liberally  toward  the  support  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  belonged.  He  died 
March  3,  1870,  and  his  wife  survived  him  only  a few 
years,  passing  away  November  8,  1876,  the  remains 
of  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Cherry  Ridge  cemetery. 
They  had  four  sons,  three  of  whom  served  in  the 
Union  army  in  the  Civil  war,  and  three  daughters, 
two  of  whom  married  soldiers.  Perry  was  born 
in  Connecticut  January  1,  1831,  served  through  the 
war  as  a private  in  Company  L,  56th  N.  Y.  V . I.,  and 
died  December  31,  1889;  John  W.,  born  August  17, 
1833,  died  May  16,  1875;  George  C.,  born  January 
11,  1836,  was  corporal  in  Company  M,  17th  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township;  Eben  C.,  our  subject, 
was  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth  ; Susan  S.,  born  June 
17,  1842,  married  Layton  T.  Smith,  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty, a farmer  and  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war ; Lucretia 
M.,  born  September  27,  1844,  died  September  17, 
1849;  and  Anna,  born  April  12,  1848,  married,  first, 
on  June  5,  1872,  Walter  D.  King,  and  later  became 
the  wife  of  Capt.  George  Woodward,  a military 
veteran,  now  deceased,  who  resided  in  Rock  Island, 
Illinois. 

Eben  C.  Brown  was  born  September  6,  1838,  in 
Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  and  resided  with  his  parents 
until  the  fall  of  1864,  when  he  joined  a construction 
corps,  being  a member  of  Company  M,  Sub.  Div.  No. 
1,  4th  Div.,  Construction  Corps,  U.  S.  Mil.  Railroad 
Div.  of  the  Mississippi.  He  started  for  the  seat  of 
war,  and  served  three  months,  reaching  Chattanoo- 
ga, but  was  taken  seriously  ill  with  typhoid  fever 
and  sent  home,  being  honorably  discharged.  On  his 
recovery  he  resumed  work  on  the  farm,  and  has  ever 
since  given  his  attention  to  general  agricultural 
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work  and  dairying,  meeting  with  success  in  both.  In 
politics  he  is  a strong  Republican,  and  he  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  holding  town- 
ship offices  at  times.  Jn  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Methodist,  and  he  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Church  at  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  county.  On  July 
9,  1879,  he  was  married  in  Lake  township,  Wayne 
county,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wells,  a Methodist  minister, 
to  Miss  Catherine  C.  Chapman,  and  their  home  has 
been  brightened  bv  five  children,  as  follows:  Eben, 

Jr.,  born  April  9,  1880;  Cora  M.,  born  August  14, 
1881,  a graduate  of  Hawley  high  school ; Horace  De, 
born  June  21,  1885  ; Susan  C.,  born  July  8,  1891,  and 
Frances  S.,  born  January  27,  1897. 

Mrs.  Brown  was  born  December  31,  1856,  in 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  daughter  of  Francis 
and  Sarah  (Foote)  Chapman,  highly-esteemed  resi- 
dents of  that  locality,  where  the  father  is  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  Both  parents  were  born  in 
Connecticut,  the  father  in  1829,  and  the  mother  in 
November,  1831,  but  they  came  to  Wayne  county 
in  childhood  with  their  respective  families.  They 
are  devout  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Chapman  has  always  been  influential  in  local  poli- 
tics, being  chosen  at  times  to  township  offices.  Mrs. 
Brown’s  grandparents  on  the  paternal  side  were 
Ralph  and  Laura  (Tavlor)  Chapman,  natives  of 
Connecticut,  and  they  became  well  known  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  her  grandfather 
being  engaged  in  business  for  many  years  in  Salem 
township  as  a blacksmith  and  farmer.  Her  maternal 
great-grandfather,  George  Foote,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, and  her  grandparents,  George  and  Hannah 
(Moorehouse)  Foote,  were  natives  of  Connecticut 
who  came  in  the  early  days  to  Wayne  county,  where 
Mr.  Foote  followed  farming  in  addition  to  his  work 
as  a plasterer  and  stone  mason.  He  served  one  term 
as  commissioner  of  Wayne  county.  Mrs.Brown'is  the 
eldest  of  a family  of  seven  children,  the  others  being 
Eva,  who  married  Benjamin  Hoffman,  a lumberman 
and  contractor  at  Hawley,  W ayne  county ; Clayton, 
deceased ; Anna,  wife  of  Edward  Warner,  an  em- 
ploye of  the  Erie  & Wyoming  Valley  railroad,  Penn. ; 
John,  a farmer  in  Lake  township,  Wayne  county; 
Julia,  wife  More  Purdy,  a carpenter  at  West  Pitts- 
ton,  Wayne  county ; and  Grace,  who  married  Elmer 
Wickzier,  a machinist  of  Kingston,  Pennsylvania. 

LEWIS  W.  BARTON,  deceased.  Among  the 
earlier  settlers  of  Apolacon  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  New  Englanders  who  early  in  the  century 
swept  over  the  forested  region  and  selected  the  more 
eligible  farming  tracts,  was  the  Barton  family. 
William  Barton,  in  1812,  and  his  wife,  Almira  (Ful- 
ler), left  their  home  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  reach- 
ing northeastern  Pennsylvania  erected  on  the  farm 
occupied  by  the  widow  of  our  subject  a log  cabin, 
which  continued  to  be  their  home  until,  in  later 
years,  the  present  commodious  dwelling  was  built. 
Here  William  Barton  remained  a resident  until  his 
death  in  October,  1851,  his  wife  passing  away  in 
1869.  Both  were  conscientious  and  active  members 


of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Barton 
was  a Whig.  They  reared  a family  of  seven  daugh- 
ters and  one  son,  as  follows:  (1)  Lucinda,  born 

in  December,  1812,  and  died  in  1891,  married  Hora- 
tio Bowen,  of  Warren  Center,  Bradford  county  : 

(2)  Polly,  born  in  1815,  died  unmarried  in  1878; 

(3)  Violetta  died  in  childhood;  (4)  Louisa,  born  in 
1820,  and  died  in  1888,  married  Nathaniel  Deuel, 
of  Little  Meadows,  whose  son,  Ward  Deuel,  is  now 
sheriff  of  Susquehanna  county;  (5)  Phoebe,  born  in 
1822,  died  unmarried  in  1892;  (6)  Harriet,  born  in 
1828,  married  Frederick  Noteware,  of  Tioga  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  in  1891,  leaving  one  son,  Oscar ; (7) 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1831,  lived  at  Nichols,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  unmarried  in  1899. 

Lewis  W.  Barton,  our  subject,  the  only  son  in 
the  family,  was  born  in  Little  Meadows  July  4,  1824. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  in  his 
early  manhood  taught  school  one  term.  In  1863  he 
married  Miss  Caroline  C.  Beebe,  daughter  of  Lewis 
and  Harriet  (Wilson)  Beebe.  The  Beebe  family  is 
one  of  the  oldest  in  Apolacon  township.  Joseph 
Beebe,  son  of  Reuben,  settled  in  the  township  in 
1805,  and  on  October  19,  1809,  married  Eunice 
Beardslee ; this  is  said  to  be  the  first  white  mar- 
riage in  the  township.  Of  their  children,  thirteen 
lived  to  mature  age.  Lewis,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Barton,  married  Harriet  Wilson,  who  was  born  in 
Middletown  township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1815, 
a daughter  of  Samuel  Wilson,  a pioneer  from  Ver- 
mont. In  September,  1862,  Lewis  Beebe  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  143rd  P.  V.  I.  He  was  stricken  with 
disease,  and  for  a time  was  confined  to  hospital,  and 
after  partially  recovering  he  became  a hospital  nurse, 
serving  as  such  until  honorably  discharged  on  sur- 
geon’s certificate,  in  August,  1863.  He  returned  to 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death  in  1898 ; his  wife  preceded  him  to  the  grave 
five  years.  To  Lewis  and  Harriet  Beebe  came  ten 
children:  (1)  Aruba  O.,  the  eldest,  born  in  1838, 

married  Homer  Currier,  of  Warren,  Bradford  coun- 
ty: she  died  in  Nebraska  in  1893.  (2)  Martha  H., 

born  in  1840,  married  Dexter  Sleeper,  of  Warren 
Center.  (3)  Joseph  W.,  born  in  1842,  resides  on 
the  old  home  in  Apolacon  township ; he  married 
Julia  Murphy,  and  has  two  children,  William  and 
Maud.  (4)  Caroline  C.,  widow  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1843,  an(I  received  a good  education  in  the 
common  schools.  (5)  Calvin  L.  Beebe,  born  in 
1845,  enlisted  in  Company  H,  5th  N.  Y.  C.,  in  1862, 
and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  died  in  1874 
from  injuries  received  from  a falling  tree.  (6) 
Lois  A.,  born  in  1848,  married  H.  C.  Brainard,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  has  one  son,  Burnette 
Brainard,  of  Binghamton : another  child  is  deceased. 
(7)  Isaiah  S.,  born  in  1850,  married  (first)  Belle 
Collar,  and  (second)  Mary  Carter;  he  resides  in  Le 
Raysville,  Bradford  county.  He  has  one  son,  Clyde 
(by  his  first  marriage).  (8)  Minor  T.,  born  in 
1853,  died  in  1871.  (9)  Nettie,  born  in  1858,  mar- 

ried David  Collar,  of  Kalkaska,  Mich.,  and  has  seven 
children,  Etta,  Hattie,  Rosa,  Arley,  Elma,  Floyd  and 
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Lena,  (io)  Willie,  born  in  i860,  died  in  1862. 
Politically  Lewis  Beebe  was  a Republican,  and  in 
religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

After  his  marriage  to  Caroline  C.  Beebe,  Lewis 
W.  Barton,  our  subject,  purchased  from  the  other 
heirs  the  old  Barton  homestead  in  Apolacon  town- 
ship. He  remodeled  the  house,  erected  good  barns 
and  made  other  improvements,  and  here  remained 
an  active  and  progressive  farmer  until  his  death,  oh 
September  20,  1896.  He  was  a prominent  citizen  of 
the  township,  and  for  twenty-five  years  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Little  Meadows.  For  a num- 
ber of  terms  he  was  also  school  director.  He  and  his 
wife  and  family  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Little  Meadows.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  wife  were  born  six  children,  two  of  whom, 
Mattie  and  Emma,  died  in  childhood.  The  surviv- 
ing children  are  as  follows:  (1)  Mary  E.,  born  in 

1868,  married  in  1890  F.  A.  Johnson,  of  Potterville, 
Bradford  county,  and  they  reside  at  the  Barton 
homestead ; one  of  their  sons,  Lewis,  died  in  child- 
hood ; another  son,  Frank  A.,  was  born  in  1900.  (2) 
Elsie  A.,  born  in  1870,  married  Arthur  E.  Woodruff, 
of  Le  Ravsville,  Bradford  county,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Glenn  and  Lewis.  (3)  Calvin  L.,  born  in  1874, 
graduated  at  Cazenovia  Seminary,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y., 
and  in  1899  completed  the  civil-engineering  course  at 
Cornell  University.  He  is  now  practicing  his  profes- 
sion at  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (4)  Walter  W.,  born  in 
1 876,  was  for  three  years  a student  at  theOwego  high 
school,  and  in  1896  graduated  from  Cazenovia  Sem- 
inary. In  1899  he  graduated  in  dental  surgery  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  practicing  in 
Binghamton,  New  York. 

In  the  century  of  history  just  closing  both  the 
Barton  and  Beebe  families  have  been  leading  factors 
in  northeastern  Pennsylvania.  Their  men  and  wom- 
en have  possessed  the  sterling  traits  of  energy,  indus- 
try and  perseverance,  good  judgment  and  business 
ability,  and  have  been  liberal  supporters  of  Church, 
school  and  public  institutions.  They  have  reared 
families  of  intelligence,  whose  influence  upon  the 
world  has  been  conspicuous  for  right  living  and 
good  citizenship. 

M.  FRANK  COOLBAUGH,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent business  men  and  agriculturists  of  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  is  a worthy 
descendant  of  a family  whose  members  have  been 
conspicuous  in  the  history  of  this  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  the  past  three  generations,  as  leaders  in 
political  and  commerial  circles.  He  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1844,  on  the  homestead  which  he  still  oc- 
cupies, which  was  also  the  home  of  his  father,  Moses 
Coolbaugh,  and  his  grandfather,  John  Coolbaugh, 
who  in  their  day  were  among  the  most  influential 
citizens  of  this  region. 

John  Coolbaugh  was  a native  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  and  during  the  Revolutionary  war 
served  as  a Continental  soldier  in  a New  Jersey  reg- 
iment and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  un- 


der Washington.  After  the  close  of  the  conflict  he 
migrated  to  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Susanna  Van  Campen,  and  they  settled  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Mr.  Coolbaugh  having 
purchased  a large  amount  of  land  lying  along  the 
Delaware  river  and  Marshall’s  creek,  in  the  im- 
provement of  which  he  was  engaged  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  erected  the  comfortable 
stone  mansion  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  clearing  off  a large  portion  of  the  land,  for 
it  was  in  its  primitive  condition  when  it  came  into 
his  possession,  and  he  experienced  all  the  hardships 
and  inconveniences  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  those  who 
had  the  courage  to  brave  pioneer  life  in  this  section. 
He  became  prominent  in  the  civic  affairs  of  the  coun- 
ty, serving  as  a member  of  the  General  Assembly, 
from  this  District,  for  several  terms,  and  as  associate 
judge  of  Pike  and  Wayne  counties  for  many  years, 
and  emphasizing  in  his  public  career  those  traits 
which  brought  him  success  and  popularity  in  his 
private  life,  making  a clean  and  honorable  record 
as  a statesman  and  jurist.  He  passed  away  in  1842, 
his  death  occurring  on  the  farm,  some  years  after 
that  of  his  wife.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born 
six  children,  Abram,  John  V.,  Sarah,  Susan,  Hannah 
and  Moses,  of  whom  we  have  the  following  record : 
Abram  settled  at  Shawnee,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  followed  surveying  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
life ; he  married  Miss  Margaret  Dingman,  daughter 
of  Judge  Dingman,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Monroe  county,  and  they  left  one  daughter,  Susan, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Andrew  Tully,  a Pres- 
byterian minister  of  Monroe  county.  John  V.  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Eilenberger,  of  Monroe  county, 
and  they  settled  in  Smithfield  township,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits ; they  left  a 
large  family ; throughout  his  life  he  took  an  active 
interest  in  Church  work  and  kindred  affairs,  and 
he  was  a leading  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Sarah  became  the  wife  of  William  Overfield,  and 
they  settled  in  Smithfield  township,  where  they  died, 
leaving  a large  family.  Susan  married  William 
Brodhead,  who  came  from  one  of  the  best  families 
in  Pike  county,  and  their  children  live  in  New  York 
State.  Hannah  was  the  wife  of  Solomon  West- 
brook, who  also  belonged  to  an  old  and  prominent 
family  of  Pike  county. 

Moses  Coolbaugh  was  born  in  1799  on  the  Cool- 
baugh homestead,  in  Middle  Smithfield,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  locality.  When  a young  man 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Nyce, 
whose  parents,  John  and  Eleanor  Nyce,  were  born 
and  reared  in  Pike  county,  along  the  Delaware  river, 
and  were  descended  from  Virginia  families  of  the 
first  rank ; at  one  time,  when  slavery  was  allowed  in 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Nyce  had  a large  number  of  slaves 
at  his  home  in  Pennsylvania,  near  Bushkill,  where 
he  and  his  wife  both  ended  their  days.  Mr.  Cool- 
baugh brought  his  wife  to  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in 
addition  engaged  to  some  extent  in  lumbering,  and 
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though  lie  followed  in  his  father’s  footsteps  as  a 
leader  in  the  public  life  of  the  community  his  great- 
est interest  was  always  centered  in  his  home  life  and 
private  business  affairs.  He  made  his  home  on  the 
farm,  but  he  was  nevertheless  a prominent  factor  in 
the  development  of  the  city  of  Stroudsburg,  espe- 
cially in  a business  way,  and  he  was  active  and  in- 
fluential in  every  project  for  the  general  welfare  and 
advancement  of  the  entire  county  for  many  years. 
Politically,  he  was  one  of  the  “wheel-horses”  of  the 
old  Jacksonian  Democratic  party  in  this  section,  in 
whose  interest  he  was  a tireless  worker,  and  his 
name  and  fame  spread  far  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  his  native  county,  for  he  served  several  terms  in 
the  State  Legislature  as  member  from  Monroe  and 
Northampton  counties,  being  first  honored  with  elec- 
tion to  that  position  in  1838.  He  was  subsequently 
appointed  by  Governor  Shunk  to  fill  a vacancy  as 
associate  judge,  and  later  was  elected  to  the  same  in- 
cumbency, which  he  held  with  ability  for  a number 
of  years,  displaying  rare  good  judgment  in  his  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  this  office  and  attaining  a 
high  standing  among  the  foremost  men  in  public 
life  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  Coolbaugh  was 
equally  active  in  religious  affairs,  being  a zealous 
worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he 
held  membership  and  toward  whose  support  he  was 
a liberal  contributor.  He  passed  from  earth  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1866,  widely  mourned  in  the  community 
where  his  busy  and  useful  life  had  been  spent,  and 
was  followed  to  the  grave,  by  his  wife  in  August, 
1867. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moses  Coolbaugh  reared  a large 
family,  as  follows : William  F.  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below ; Amzi,  who  was  a prominent  farmer  of 
Monroe  county,  died  January  28,  1896,  in  Strouds- 
burg; George  is  deceased;  John  is  now  living  in 
Iowa;  M.  Frank  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Mrs.  Catherine  Kerr  is  a resident  of  Stroudsburg; 
Mrs.  Lydia  Peters  resides  in  Somerville,  Somerset 
Co.,  N.  J. ; Elenor  is  the  wife  of  E.  Freeman,  of 
Montclair,  N.  J. ; Fannie  married  Q.  S.  Hoagland, 
of  New  Jersey;  Susan,  Mary  and  Hannah  died  un- 
married. 

William  F.  Coolbaugh,  the  eldest  child  in  the 
above  family,  was  born  on  the  home  farm,  received 
his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
home  neighborhood,  and  finished  with  an  academic 
course  111  Philadelphia,  in  which  city  he  remained 
for  some  time,  employed  as  clerk  in  a store.  Later 
he  took  charge  of  a store  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  which, 
after  managing  a few  years,  he  purchased  in  part- 
nership with  John  H.  Gear  (who  has  since  served  as 
governor  of  Iowa,  and  is  now  United  States  Senator 
from  that  State),  and  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Coolbaugh  & Brooks  he  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Burlington  (Iowa)  Bank,  a private  concern. 
From  Iowa  he  removed  to  Chicago  about  i860, 
where  lie  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  business  interests  of  that 
citv,  as  one  of  the  organizers  and  president  of  the 
Union  National  Bank.  William  F.  Coolbaugh  was 


first  married  to  Miss  Jane  Brown,  of  Kentucky,  who 
died  leaving  four  children — Mary,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Chief  Justice  Fuller,  formerly  of  Chicago; 
Jennie,  who  married  B.  F.  Marsh,  member  of  Con- 
gress from  Illinois  and  chairman  of  the  Military 
committee;  and  Minnie  and  James,  both  of  whom 
died  young.  Mr.  Coolbaugh’s  second  marriage  was 
to  Miss  Ada  Reeves,  of  Newburg,  N.  Y.,by  whom  he 
had  three  children — Addie,  Wilhemine  and  Illinois. 

M.  Frank  Coolbaugh  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  six  years  he  resided  in 
Stroudsburg  he  has  always  made  his  home  on  the 
farm,  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr.  Cool- 
baugh has  inherited  the’Democratic  tendencies  of  his 
father  and  grandfather,  and  has  been  foremost 
among  the  leaders  of  his  party  in  this  section,  being 
well  known  in  political  circles  throughout  the  State. 
He  began  his  public  service  in  early  manhood,  when 
he  filled  the  office  of  auditor  of  Monroe  county,  and 
he  served  frequently  as  delegate  to  county  and  State 
conventions  up  to  1880,  when  he  was  first  honored 
with  election  to  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  re- 
elected in  1882.  Mr.  Coolbaugh  represented  part 
of  the  District  from  which  his  father  and  grand- 
father were  elected,  and  he  ably  sustained  the  rep- 
utation established  by  them  for  efficient  and  faith- 
ful service.  He  served  on  a number  of  important 
committees,  was  chairman  of  the  Committees  on  Ap- 
propriations and  Agriculture,  and  one  of  the  joint 
committee  which  attended  the  one  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown, 
Va.,  the  members  of  this  committee  being  for  the 
most  part  descendants  of  Revolutionary  soldiers. 
After  his  service  in  the  legislature  Mr.  Coolbaugh 
withdrew  to  some  extent  from  the  political  arena, 
though  he  has  always  continued  to  take  a warm 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  locality.  In  1891  he 
removed  to  Stroudsburg,  where  he  resided  until 
1897,  and  during  that  time  he  served  two  years  as 
president  of  the  city  council,  and  was  active  in  the 
building  of  the  street  railroad.  In  1886  he  was  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  State  senator,  but  was  de- 
feated, and  though  in  1898  he  was  urged  by  the 
leading  men  of  his  section  to  again  take  the  nomina- 
tion he  declined  for  personal  reasons.  The  same 
year  he  declined  nomination  for  Congress  as  Dem- 
ocratic candidate.  During  his  residence  in  Strouds- 
burg Mr.  Coolbaugh  carried  on  the  coal  business 
which  his  nephew,  Robert  Coolbaugh,  has  since  con- 
tinued. 

In  November,  1872,  Mr.  Coolbaugh  married 
Miss  Martha  V.  Squire,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Cole)  Squire,  prominent  residents  of  Plain- 
field,  N.  J.,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one 
child.  Adelaide  R.,  who  is  still  with  her  parents.  The 
family  occupy  the  old  stone  mansion  built  by  Mr. 
Coolbaugh  s grandfather,  a comfortable  and  com- 
modious dwelling  containing  about  twenty  rooms, 
and  many  prominent  men  have  been  entertained  as 
guests  beneath  his  hospitable  roof.  In  1821  the 
upper  part  of  the  house  was  used  as  a hall  by  the 
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Masonic  Lodge  in  this  locality,  this  being  the  only 
J lodge  between  Easton  and  Milford,  and  our  subject’s 
j father  and  grandfather  were  both  masters  of  that 
i lodge  and  active  members  of  the  Fraternity.  He 
himself,  however,  is  connected  with  no  social  order. 
He  attends  the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which 
the  family  has  always  been  connected,  and  of  which 
his  wife  and  daughter  are  members. 

The  Coolbaugh  farm  is  a fine  estate  of  140 
acres,  equipped  with  substantial  barns  and  outbuild- 
ings, and  all  the  surroundings  betoken  the  most 
careful  attention  on  the  part  of  the  owner  to  every 
detail  connected  with  the  management  of  the  place. 

’ Mr.  Coolbaugh  owns  another  farm  of  about  the 
same  size,  as  well  as  some  valuable  property  in 
Stroudsburg. 

JOHN  M.  EILENBERGER,  a worthy  rep- 
1 resentative  of  the  intelligent  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens who  make  up  the  agricultural  population  of 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  is  a native  of 
that  county,  born  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  in 
May,  1834,  and  is  a son  of  Frederick  and  Sarah 
(Michaels)  Eilenberger.  The  father  was  also  born 
in  that  township,  in  June,  1798,  a son  of  Andrew  and 
Elizabeth  Eilenberger,  who  were  natives  of  North- 
ampton county  and  at  a very  early  day  settled  at 
Shawnee,  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 

I where  both  died.  Their  children  were  Jacob,  who 
also  died  at  Shawnee;  Frederick,  our  subject’s 
father  ; Henry  ; Peter  ; Moses  ; David  ; and  Mary, 
the  only  daughter,  who  married  John  Coolbaugh, 
of  Middle  Smithfield  township.  All  are  now  de- 
ceased. 

Frederick  Eilenberger  cleared  the  farm  in  Mid- 
dle Smithfield  township  now  owned  by  Charles  W. 
Angle,  and  throughout  life  followed  lumbering  and 
agricultural  pursuits,  being  quite  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  former  occupation,  rafting  his  lumber 
down  the  Delaware  river  to  the  markets  of  Phila- 
delphia. He  made  many  improvements  upon  his 
farm,  and  there  died  in  March,  1834.  bis  wife  de- 
parting this  life  ten  years  later.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  three  children,  our  subject  being  the  only 
son,  and  second  in  the  order  of  birth.  (1)  Cath- 
erine, born  in  Smithfield  township,  in  1831,  mar- 
ried Jacob  Angle,  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  they 
located  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  near 
the  Delaware  & Lackawanna  railroad,  but  later  re- 
moved to  South  Stroudsburg ; he  departed  this  life  in 
1888,  leaving  a widow,  who  still  resides  there,  and 
three  children,  Chester,  Cora,  and  Charles,  the  last 
named  being  a Baptist  minister  of  East  Stroudsburg. 
All  are  unmarried.  (3)  Louisa,  born  in  Smithfield 
township,  in  March,  1837,  is  now  the  wife  of  Rev. 
John  E.  Sweitzer,  of  Allendale,  N.  J.,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Walter  and  Carrie,  who  reside  in 
New  Jersey. 

On  the  old  Eilenberger  homestead  John  M. 
Eilenberger  grew  to  manhood,  and  is  indebted  to 
the  subscription  and  free  schools  of  the  locality  for 
his  education.  He  remained  on  the  farm  with  his 


father  until  the  latter’s  death  in  1854,  and  then  be- 
came manager  of  the  estate  in  connection  with  his 
mother.  In  1864  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Katharine  Bush,  of  Ohio,  formerly  of  Monroe 
county,  her  birth  occurring  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  in  January,  1836.  At  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage she  was  residing  with  her  brother  George  in 
Ohio.  She  is  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Annie  La- 
Bar)  Bush,  and  granddaughter  of  Henry  Bush,  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  who  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  British  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island 
in  1776,  at  which  time  he  was  also  wounded, and  later 
he  died  in  Monroe  county  from  the  effects  of  the 
same. 

Mr.  Eilenberger  brought  his  bride  to  the  old 
homestead  which  they  occupied  until  1872,  when  he 
sold  the  place  to  Charles  W.  Angle,  and  removed 
to  the  home  of  his  father-in-law.  Prior  to  his  mar- 
riage he  engaged  in  school  teaching,  and  continued 
to  successfully  follow  that  profession  for  twenty- 
three  years,  conducting  his  last  school  in  Smithfield 
township  in  1893.  In  the  spring  of  1886  he  pur- 
chased, of  James  Kintner,  the  farm  known  as  the 
Jacob  Kramer  homestead,  where  he  has  forty  acres 
of  well-improved  land,  and  is  now  devoting  his  en- 
tire time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  with 
marked  success.  He  has  remodeled  his  residence, 
and  made  many  other  improvements  upon  the  place 
which  add  greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive  appear- 
ance. He  is  an  enterprising  and  energetic  man, 
his  success  being  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  and 
he  has  not  only  succeeded  in  gaining  a comfortable 
competence,  but  has  also  won  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
Politically  he  is  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  has 
been  honored  with  a number  of  local  offices  in  Mid- 
dle Smithfield,  as  well  as  in  Smithfield  township,  in- 
cluding those  of  mercantile  appraiser  and  school 
director,  while  -he  is  assessor  of  the  latter  township 
at  the  present  time.  He  and  his  family  are  leading 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Shawnee, 
and  socially  he  and  his  son  Frederick  affiliate  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  the  family  are  five  sons:  (1)  Frederick  W., 
born  in  Smithfield  township,  in  1866,  received  a good 
practical  education,  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Monroe  county,  being  extensively 
engaged  in  lumbering,  milling  and  other  business. 
In  1893  he  was  elected  county  treasurer  of  Monroe 
county,  which  office  he  filled  in  a most  able  and  cred- 
itable manner.  In  1859  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same 
office,  which  he  now  holds,  being  the  only  man  who 
was  ever  re-elected  to  this  office  in  the  county.  He 
married  Miss  Amy,  daughter  of  Melcher  and  Sarah 
Lleller,  one  of  the  prominent  families  of  Monroe 
county.  (2)  William  B.,  born  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, in  1876,  was  for  a time  a student  at  the 
Kutztown  (Penn.)  Normal,  subsequently  completed 
the  scientific  course,  and  was  graduated  at  Lebanon 
(Ohio)  University,  and  then  took  up  the  study  of 
law  under  Judge  Storm,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  com- 
pleting his  preparation  for  the  legal  profession  at 
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the  Law  School  of  Pennsylvania.  He  is  now  a 
prominent  young  attorney  of  Stroudsburg.  He 
marr  ied  Miss  Clara  Rhodes,  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Catherine.  (3)  Louis 
D.,  born  in  1870,  is  now  bookkeeper  for  his  brother 
Frederick  W.,  and  resides  in  East  Stroudsburg. 
He  married  Miss  Minerva  Heller,  of  Monroe  county, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Ralph  and  Gladys. 
(4)  C.  Webster,  horn  in  Smithfield  township,  in 
1872,  was  a student  of  the  Stroudsburg  Normal, 
also  of  the  Drexel  Institute  of  Architecture,  and  is 
now  a prominent  contractor  and  builder,  making  his 
home  with  his  parents.  He  is  a scholarly  young 
man,  and  is  well  posted  on  everything  pertaining 
to  his  chosen  profession.  (5)  Clinton  B.,  born  in 
January,  1876,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  the  East  Stroudsburg  Normal,  also  took  one 
term  at  Drexel  Institute  in  the  Normal  Department, 
and  has  been  a successful  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  for  several  terms.  He  makes  his  home  with 
his  parents.  At  the  present  time  he  holds  the  posi- 
tion of  deputy  treasurer  of  Monroe  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

JONATHAN  BROWN,  a well-known  boot 
and  shoe  merchant  of  Lake  Ariel,  is  one  of  Wayne 
county’s  most  reliable  and  upright  business  men,  and 
his  genial  temperament,  sound  judgment  and  well- 
proved  integrity  have  brought  him  the  esteem  and 
friendship  of  a host  of  acquaintances  far  and  near. 

Like  many  of  our  best  citizens,  Mr.  Brown  is 
a native  of  England,  born  in  Callington,  Cornwall, 
December  28,  1841,  third  son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Pote)  Brown,  also  natives  of  England,  where 
the  father  died  June  18,  1874,  aged  seventy  years. 
Throughout  life  he  followed  the  tailor’s  trade,  and 
also  owned  a grocery  store,  which  is  now  carried  on 
by  the  widow  and  a daughter.  Our  subject’s 
mother  was  born  March  9,  1816,  and  is  still  living 
at  the  old  home  in  Callington,  highly  respected  by 
all  who  know  her.  The  record  of  the  family  is  as 
follows:  (1)  John  died  in  infancy.  (2)  Thomas 
was  drowned  at  London  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
while  working  on  a vessel.  (3)  Jonathan  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  (4)  Dr.  George,  M.  R.  C. 
S.  (member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons),  is 
a prominent  and  wealthy  physician  of  London,  No. 
6 Gibson  Square,  the  originator  of  the  Medical 
Practitioners’  Association  of  that  city,  founded  in 
1891  : also  founder  of  a popular  journal  in  1872, 
now  known  as  the  Medical  Times  and  Hospital 
Gazette,  and  for  over  twenty  years  its  sole  editor. 
He  is  now  head  of  the  editorial  department  of  a new 
official  weekly  journal,  entitled  The  General  Prac- 
titioner, which  the  Medical  Practitioners’  Association, 
through  their  executive  committee,  decided  to  pub- 
lish. The  first  number  appeared  January  6,  1900. 
It  is  devoted  to  Medical  Reform,  Medico-Ethical 
questions,  Clinical  papers  and  reports  relating  to  ad- 
vances in  [Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  new  methods 
of  treatment.  Dr.  Brown  is  also  the  author  of 
‘‘Aids  to  Anatomy,”  “Aids  to  Surgery,”  etc.  Lie 


was  married  December  8,  1898,  to  Miss  Edith  Kate 
Reay,  only  daughter  of  Major-General  Reay,  late 
of  the  Indian  army;  a son  was  born  to  them  Decern-  ; : 
her  27,  1899.  He  is  one  of  the  direct  representatives 
for  England  and  Wales  on  the  General  Medical 
Council.  (5)  Samuel  is  a general  outfitter  and 
dealer  in  ladies’  and  gentlemen’s  clothing  at  Plym-  i 
outh,  formerly  Callington.  He  has  a large  family  of 
sons  and  daughters.  (6)  John  died  in  infancy.  1 
(7)  John  (2)  is  a^so  a distinguished  and  wealthy  J 
physician,  medical  officer  of  the  borough  of  Bacup,  j 
England,  and  has  a family  of  six  sons,  of  whom  two  II 
are  physicians.  (8)  Eliza  lives  with  her  mother, 
and  conducts  the  store.  (9)  Emma,  wife  of  Will-  I 
iam  Jane,  is  engaged  in  the  millinery  business.  They 
have  two  children,  George  and  Ellen.  (10)  Ellen  jl 
i.-,  the  wife  of  William  G.  Bickle,  a leading  wealthy 
merchant  of  Tuckingmill,  Cornwall  (there  is  no 
issue).  (11)  William  has  a marble  yard  in  Call- 
ington. He  married  Bessie  Angwin,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  Angwin,  Margaret  and  Thom- 
as Owen  (deceased).  (12)  Albert  died  in  infancy. 
Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather  was  Jonathan 
Brown,  a grandson  of  John  Brown,  of  Trethinna, 
Alternun,  Cornwall,  which  estate  has  been  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Brown  family  for  several  centuries.  The 
family  crest  is  a vine  with  bunches  of  grapes.  Jon- 
athan Brown,  the  grandfather,  passed  his  entire  life  ! 
in  England.  His  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  de- 
ceased, were:  Thomas;  Edward;  John;  William; 

Jonathan,  who  migrated  to  America,  was  once  a 
blacksmith  at  the  old  glass  factory  near  Bethany, 
afterward  a farmer  in  that  locality ; George ; Mary,  , 
who  married  William  Gadgecombe ; and  Jane,  who 
married  Joseph  Parkyn,  for  many  years  a farmer  in 
Dyberry,  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  at  home.  After  leaving  school,  at  the  age 
of  between  ten  and  eleven  years,  he  began  learning 
the  shoemaker’s  trade,  serving  a six-years’  appren- 
ticeship with  John  Coker,  of  Callington.  After  his 
time  had  expired  he  remained  with  that  gentleman 
for  a few  weeks,  and  then  worked  for  a Mr.  Rogers, 
of  the  same  place.  Going  to  Albaston,  four  miles 
from  home,  he  worked  at  his  trade  there  for  a year 
and  a half,  and  for  the  following  four  years  was  in 
the  employ  of  Collier  & Son,  at  Devonport.  In  1865 
he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account,  but  in 
less  than  a year,  finding  he  was  not  prosperous,  he 
decided  to  come  to  America.  Having  relatives  liv- 
ing near  Honesdale,  Penn.,  he  located  at  that  place, 
where  he  worked  for  John  Wood  for  several  months,  . 
subsequently  for  William  LI.  Stanton,  and  continued 
in  the  same  position  until  April,  1868.  He  then 
came  to  Lake  Ariel,  where  he  first  engaged  in  re- 
pairing and  making  boots  and  shoes.  In  1871  he 
put  in  a stock  of  manufactured  goods,  and  is  to-day 
the  leading  shoe  merchant  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  at  Lake  Ariel,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1871,  to  Miss  Mary  F.  Mills,  of  that  place, 
a daughter  of  Dwight  Mills,  a machinist,  who  set  up 
the  engines  on  the  Gravity  railroad  in  1849.  She 
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died  November  4,  1876,  aged  thirty-one  years,  leav- 
ing three  children : Hattie  E.,  wife  of  Robert  H. 

i Cobb,  a machinist  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  by  whom  she 
had  three  children,  William  B.  (who  died),  Ellen  B. 
and  Ethel  F. ; Homer  D.,  also  a machinist  of  that 
place;  and  Francis  M.,  a machinist  of  Oxford,  N.  J., 
who  married  Blanche  M.,  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  Bell,  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county  (a 
'son,  Edwin,  was  born  to  them  June  10,  1899).  On 
May  18,  1880,  Mr.  Brown  married  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Hand,  the  ceremony  being  performed  in  Hawley,  by 
Rev.  P.  R.  Tower,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister. 
Mr.  Brown  is  an  active  worker  in  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  class  leader,  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  and  in  other  official  positions. 
Being  a strong  Temperance  man,  he  gives  an  un- 
wavering support  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Prohibition  party,  and  bis  aid  is  never  withheld 
from  any  object  which  he  believes  calculated  to 
prove  of  public  benefit  or  will  in  any  way  better  the 
condition  of  his  fellow  men.  He  is  a true  Christian 
gentleman,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  the  regard  in 
which  he  is  uniformly  held. 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  (Hand)  Brown  was  born  on  a 
farm  two  miles  from  Hawley  in  Palmyra  township, 
Wayne  county,  April  27,  1850,  and  is  the  youngest 
child  of  Robert  and  Susan  (Goble)  Hand.  Her  ma- 
ternal great-grandfather,  Matthias  Goble,  was  the 
largest  land  owner  and  wealthiest  man  in  Valley 
Forge,  whence  he  had  come  from  England  prior  to 
the  Revolution.  He  spent  almost  his  entire  fortune 
furnishing  soldiers  in  that  historic  encampment. 
In  later  years,  when  Independence  had  been  se- 
cured, and  the  new  government  offered  him  remu- 
neration for  his  services,  he  proudly  exclaimed,  “My 
country’s  freedom  is  my  all-sufficient  reward !’’  He 
married  a daughter  of  Stephen  Roy,  who  fled  from 
Scotland  in  a time  of  great  persecution,  and  settled 
in  America.  Their  son,  Nathan  Goble,  was  born  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  was  engaged  as  a farmer 
and  drover.  Susan,  daughter  of  Nathan  Goble,  and 
mother  of  Mrs.  Brown,  was  a granddaughter  of 
Francis  Price,  who  was  judge  of  Sussex  county  for 
thirty-two  years.  She  was  also  a relative  of  the 
illustrious  Governor  Price  of  New  Jersey.  All  of 
the  male  members  of  the  family  who  were  old 
enough  to  carry  a gun  fought  in  defense  of  the 
colonies  during  the  Revolution.  Four  of  Mrs. 
Hand’s  great-uncles  bearing  the  family  name  of 
Dunn  were  killed  in  the  Wyoming  massacre,  and 
two  of  her  sons  and  sons-in-law  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Rebellion,  and  one  of  each  sacrificed 
his  life  for  his  country ; thirteen  cousins  served  in  the 
Union  army.  During  the  Rebellion  Mrs.  Hand  and 
her  youngest  son,  thirteen  years  old,  did  almost  the 
entire  work  of  the  farm. 

On  the  paternal  side,  Mrs.  Brown’s  great-grand- 
father, Stephen  Hand,  was  a native  of  New  jersey, 
and  raised  a family  of  twenty  children.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  one  of  four  brothers  who  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Connecticut  and  Long  Island. 


Their  descendants  branched  off  in  New  York  and 
New  Jersey.  Her  grandfather,  Nathan  Hand,  was 
born  in  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  November  13,  1781, 
and  died  in  Cortland  county,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four.  Her  grandmother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Margaret  Grandemyer,  was  born  in  Germany, 
and  came  to  New  Jersey  when  five  years  old,  dying 
in  Damascus,  Wayne  county,  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
Nathan  Hand,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  (Her 
father  lived  to  be  more  than  one  hundred  years  old). 

Robert  Hand,  father  of  Mrs.  Brown,  was  born 
in  Wantage,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  November  26,  1806, 
and  was  married  to  Susanna  Goble  in  Milford  in 
1827.  I11  1831  he  moved  to  Hawley,  then  a wilder- 

ness with  but  four  or  five  houses,  being  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  Wayne  county.  He  found  the  hills 
covered  with  valuable  timber,  and  purchased  180 
acres  of  land  two  miles  from  the  present  site  of  the 
town,  near  the  Middle  Creek,  of  David  Bishop.  He 
cleared  fifty  acres  and  erected  a large  dwelling  and 
barn.  He  turned  his  attention  to  lumbering,  and 
found  the  Lackawaxen  and  Delaware  rivers  easy 
highways  to  the  large  cities  and  the  seaboard.  He 
died  in  1854  at  the  age  of  forty-eight,  the  result  of 
a fever  contracted  during  a freshet,  while  absent 
from  home.  He  left,  besides  his  widow,  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  (1)  Nathan  G.,  who  died  in  a hos- 

pital in  Philadelphia  from  disease  contracted  in  the 
Union  service  during  the  Civil  war.  He  married 
Leah  Crone,  and  left  three  children,  William,  Anna 
and  Alida.  (2)  Charles  F.,  who  was  an  engineer 
on  the  old  Pennsylvania  Gravity  railroad,  and  died 
at  the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of  thirty-three.  He 
married  Hannah  Truesdell  (no  issue) . (3)  Eliza- 

beth L.,  widow  of  Dr.  H.  B.  Stephens,  an  early  and 
trusted  practitioner  in  Wayne  county.  She  is  a 
well-known  evangelist  and  Christian  worker,  and 
has  been  connected  with  the  Woman’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union  since  1876.  In  1884  she  was 
elected  president  of  the  County  W.  C.  T.  U.,  which 
position  she  held  for  six  years,  and  has  been  one  of 
the  mainsprings  of  the  work  since  its  inception. 
She  is  now  State  superintendent  of  the  Mothers’ 
Work,  and  State  organizer  for  Pennsylvania.  Her 
first  husband  was  George  M.  Rohne,  who  served  in 
the  Union  army.  Two  children  were  born  to  them, 
Susie  M.  (deceased),  and  Carrie  S.,  married  to 
James  Stevenson.  (4)  Mrs.  Melissa  A.  Smith, 
who  lives  in  Tioga  county,  has  been  twice  married; 
her  first  husband,  Nelson  Wilber,  died  in  the  Union 
army  from  wounds  received  on  the  battlefield,  leav- 
ing three  children,  Lina  M.,  William  N.  and  Charles 
Judd.  (5)  William  J.,  who  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
enlisted  for  three  years  at  Tennallytown,  D.  C.,  in 
Company  B,  3rd  Regiment,  Penn.  Res.  Vol.  Corps 
(the  regiment  having  preceded  him  there),  August 
7,  1861,  and  participated  in  thirteen  engagements. 
He  was  twice  wounded.  At  Gaines  Mills  June  27, 
1862,  he  was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  busily  en- 
gaged in  shooting  down  the  Rebel  color  bearers,  and 
not  hearing  the  order  given  to  fall  back,  he  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  enemy,  and  after  two  weeks  spent  in 
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Libby  Prison  and  four  weeks  in  Belle  Isle  he  was 
exchanged  and  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, Va.  He  was  wounded  (the  second  time)  at 
Cloyd  Mountain,  May  9,  18C4.  His  regiment  was 
discharged  in  June  of  the  same  year,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  the  1st  Kentucky  Artillery;  from  that 
to  Company  C,  54th  P.  V.  I.,  where  he  served  till 
August  21,  when  he  was  discharged  from  service. 
On  his  return  from  the  army  he  married  Catherine 
Treslar.  They  had  six  boys:  David  T.,  Jerry  W., 
Charles  (deceased),  Floyd,  Homer,  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  He  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Company  for  thirty-six  years, 
latterly  as  their  land  and  lumber  agent.  (6)  David 
B.,  who  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  New  York  City,  and  now  resides 
in  Scranton,  where  he  has  established  a large  prac- 
tice. Dr.  Hand  is  a self-made  man,  having  won  his 
way  in  life  over  obstacles  that  would  have  daunted  a 
weaker  character.  His  lifelong  study  of  materia 
medica,  his  extensive  practice  that  has  brought  him 
in  contact  with  all  forms  of  disease,  and  his  acknowl- 
edged skill  in  the  treatment  of  intricate  cases,  place 
him  in  the  front  rank  of  professional  men.  His  rem- 
edies for  children,  so  popular  everywhere  through- 
out the  United  States,  were  the  result  of  long  prac- 
tice and  of  a specialty  of  children’s  diseases.  After 
traveling  extensively  through  the  United  States  he 
returned  to  his  native  State  (Pennsylvania)  from 
choice.  By  his  energy  and  skill  as  a business  man 
he  has  amassed  a competency.  He  married  Sarah 
T.  Cromwell,  of  Hawley,  who  has  been  a most  de- 
voted wife  and  mother,  and  an  earnest  worker  in 
Church  and  temperance,  being  president  at  one  time 
of  the  Lackawanna  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance 
Union.  Their  children  were  Mary  Isabella  (de- 
ceased), Fred  Cromwell,  Elizabeth  L.,  and  Floward 
D.  (7)  Sarah  A.  (Brown)  was  but  four  years 
old  when  her  father  died.  She  began  teaching  in 
the  public  schools  of  her  county  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
and  continued  in  that  profession  fifteen  years.  She 
stood  at  the  head  of  her  chosen  profession,  and 
taught  successfully  in  the  counties  of  Wayne,  Pike, 
Chester  and  Lancaster.  Her  two  sisters  were  also 
successful  teachers  for  several  years.  In  1884  she 
became  identified  with  the  Woman’s  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union,  and  has  labored  in  nearly  all  of  its 
departments.  With  a strong  conviction  between 
right  and  wrong  nothing  would  swerve  her  from 
her  purpose  when  once  convinced  she  was  in  the 
right.  Her  motto  through  life  has  been  “Whatso- 
ever thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might,” 
and  this  has  been  exemplified  in  her  untiring  devo- 
tion to  Sunday-school,  Mission,  Church  and  Tem- 
perance work.  She  has  organized  Unions  and 
Bands  of  Hope  throughout  her  county,  and  for  some 
years  held  the  office  of  State  W.  C.  T.  U.  organizer, 
doing  effective  work  in  several  counties.  In  1884 
she  was  appointed  W.  C.  T.  U.  County  Superintend- 
ent of  Scientific  Temperance  Instruction  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  YV  ayne.  She  circulated  the  petition 
for  this  bill  to  be  presented  to  the  legislature  of  her 


State.  Since  the  bill  became  a law  she  has  been  un- 
ceasing in  her  effort  to  secure  the  introduction  of 
suitable  text-books  in  this  branch  in  the  schools. 
Through  her  influence,  Mrs.  Mary  IT.  Hunt,  of  Bos- 
ton, the  founder  of  Scientific  Temperance  Instruc- 
tion, was  secured  as  an  instructor  before  the  Teach- 
ers’ Institute  in  Honesdale  in  November,  1897. 
Whatever  success  the  sons  and  daughters  have 
achieved  in  life  they  attribute  largely  to  the  love  and 
training  of  their  mother,  Susan  (Goble)  Hand,  who, 
by  the  death  of  her  husband,  was  left  with  a fam- 
ily of  dependent  children  and  slender  means,  and, 
courageously  adapting  herself  to  their  changed  con- 
ditions, she  inspired  her  children  with  her  own 
fortitude  and  invincible  will,  and  secured  educational 
advantages  for  them  at  the  sacrifice  of  her  own  com- 
fort. She  lived  to  see  the  result  of  her  labors,  for 
her  last  days  were  brightened  by  her  children’s  suc- 
cess, and  the  knowledge  of  their  unfailing  devotion 
to  her.  She  passed  away  September  17,  1891,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years. 


ANGUS  SMITH.  Years  of  quiet  usefulness, 
and  a life  in  which  the  old-fashioned  virtues  of  sin- 
cerity, industry  and  integrity  are  exemplified,  have 
a simple  beauty  that  no  words  can  portray.  Youth 
has  its  charms,  but  an  honorable  and  honored  old 
age,  to  which  the  lengthening  years  have  added  dig- 
nity and  sweetness,  has  a brighter  radiance,  as  if  some 
ray  from  the  life  beyond  already  rested  upon  it. 
Among  the  old  and  honored  citizens  of  Starrucca, 
Wayne  county,  none  stands  higher  in  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow  men  than  Angus  Smith,  who  was  for 
many  years  engaged  in  the  chemical  business  at  that 
place,  but  is  now  living  retired. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  1817,  in  North  Knap- 
dale,  Scotland,  in  which  country  his  parents,  Archi- 
bald and  Sarah  (McGugan)  Smith,  spent  their  en- 
tire lives.  Archibald  Smith's  father,  Angus  Smith, 
Sr.,  was  a farmer,  but  the  son  passed  his  life  work- 
ing in  acid  factories.  He  died  in  1848,  and  his 
wife  three  years  later.  In  their  family  were  eight 
children,  besides  our  subject,  namely:  John,  who 
died  in  childhood ; Christina,  widow  of  John  Pat- 
terson, of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; John,  who  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Scotland ; Mary,  wife  of  Alexander 
McPherson,  of  Scotland ; Katie,  who  resides  in  Aus- 
tralia ; Lizzie,  who  married  and  died  in  Scotland ; 
Malcolm,  who  is  married  and  still  lives  in  his  native 
land ; and  Jane,  now  deceased. 

In  his  native  land  Angus  Smith  was  married, 
May  29,  1851,  to  Miss  Margaret  McAlpine,  who 
was  born  there  November  6,  1824,  a daughter  of 
Archie  and  Margaret  McAlpine,  well-to-do  people. 
The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  as 
follows : ( 1 ) Margaret  resides  with  her  parents* 
(2)  Archibald  died  in  his  fifteenth  year.  (3) 
Sarah,  united  in  marriage  to  Charles  Getter,  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  now  live  in  Auburn,  N.  Y., 
where  he  is  serving  as  foreman  in  a chair  factory. 
Four  children  were  born  to  them,  Angus  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  six  years),  Archie  (at  the  age  of  three 
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years),  Harriet,  and  Charles.  (4)  Katie  is  the  wife 
of  W.  H.  Brown,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
and  insurance  business  in  Forest  City,  Penn.  They 
have  had  six  children,  Margaret  (who  died  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years),  Jennie,  Florence,  Harry, 
Archie  (deceased),  and  Marion.  (5)  Christina  P. 
! married  Rev.  J.  W.  Young,  of  Clifford,  Penn.,  and 
three  children  have  brightened  their  home,  Myra 
. W.,  Archie  S.  and  Omar  Kenneth.  They  now  re- 
1 side  at  Gilbertsville,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Young  is 
j pastor  of  a fine  Presbyterian  Church.  (6)  Mary 
E.  is  the  wife  of  L.  B.  Smith,  of  Starrucca,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  bakery  business  in  Dunmore, 
Penn.  Their  children  are  Angus  D.  and  Isabelle 
J.  (7)  Jean  McAlpine  resides  at  home.  (8)  Isa- 
belle A.,  a teacher,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Starrucca,  and  later  graduated  from  the  Mansfield 
State  Normal,  in  1890.  She  has  served  as  princi- 
pal of  the  graded  schools  of  Brandt,  Penn.,  and  is 
now  teaching  in  the  public  schools  at  Starrucca. 

Mr.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Scot- 
land, but  as  he  himself  confesses,  it  was  hard  to 
learn,  yet  to-day  one  finds  him  a well-read  man. 
When  he  landed'  in  New  York  with  wife  and  three 
children  he  had  but  twenty-five  dollars.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  Mr.  Smith  learned  the  acid  business  in 
the  chemical  works  of  Messrs.  Turnbull  & Co.,  in 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  of  which  establishment  hisfather 
was  foreman,  and  on  coming  to  America,  in  18^5, 
he  assisted  that  firm  in  building  the  first  acid  factory 
in  the  United  States,  it  being  located  at  Conklin, 
N.  Y.  Fie  is  therefore  the  pioneer  in  that  line  in 
America.  After  spending  about  twelve  years  in 
Conklin,  N.  Y.,  he  located  at  Brandt,  Penn.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  acids  and 
wood  alcohol,  under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  & Co. 
Coming  to  Starrucca  in  1880,  he  also  embarked  in 
. the  manufacture  of  charcoal  in  connection  with 
those  chemicals,  this  time  carrying  on  business 
under  the  name  of  the  Susquehanna  Chemical  Co., 
and  his  partners  being  Messrs.  Wright,  Eisman  and 
Falkenberry,  of  Susquehanna.  This  connection 
proved  mutually  pleasant  and  profitable,  as  is  evi- 
denced by  the  desire  of  the  others  that  Mr.  Smith 
should  join  them  in  establishing  large  works  of  the 
same  kind  in  the  W est,  after  carrying  on  business 
for  sixteen  years  in  Starrucca.  He  is  now  living  re- 
tired, however,  enjoying  the  rest  which  should  al- 
ways follow  a long  and  useful  career. 

In  politics  Mr.  Smith  was  first  a Whig,  and  is 
now  a Republican.  For  some  time  he  served  as 
councilman  in  Starrucca,  and  for  about  ten  years 
was  treasurer  of  the  school  board.  He  is  elder  in 
Harmony  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  his  wife 
and  family  have  been  for  many  years  prominent 
and  consistent  members.  In  1887  he  and  his  daugh- 
ter Margaret  returned  to  Scotland,  where  three  en- 
joyable months  were  passed  in  visiting  relatives  and 
places  of  beauty  and  historic  interest.  For  almost 
half  a century  he  and  his  estimable  wife  have  trav- 
eled life’s  journey  together,  and  it  is  safe  to  say 


that  no  couple  in  Wayne  county  are  held  in  higher 
regard  or  have  more  warm,  true  friends  than  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith. 

JACOB  B.  TRANSUE,  one  of  the  prosperous 
farmers  and  large  landowners  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneer  families  of  this  section,  the  Tran- 
sues  having  been  closely  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  county  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Transue’s  grandparents  were  natives  of 
France,  his  grandfather,  Elias  Transue,  being  one 
of  three  brothers,  John,  Philip,  and  Elias,  who  left 
their  native  country  and  same  to  seek  a home  in  the 
New  World,  all  settling  in  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  near  Shawnee.  John  and 
Philip  both  reared  large  families,  the  former  hav- 
ing six  cihdlren,  viz.:  John,  Abram,  Jacob,  Susan 
(Mrs.  Peter  Albert,  of  Smithfield),  Barbara  (Mrs. 
Shrauder,  of  Shawnee)  and  Susie  (wife  of  Henry 
Strunk,  who  settled  in  Smithfield).  Philip  and  his 
family  lived  in  Pocono  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Elias  Transue  first  located  in  Northampton  county, 
Penn.,  removing  thence  to  Smithfield,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Their  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  five  sons 
and  four  daughters,  namely : Anthony  ( father  of 
Jacob  B.  Transue),  John  C.,  Abram,  Jacob,  Isaac, 
Margaret  (Mrs.  Jacob  Yetter),  Barbara  (Mrs. 
Philip  Shivey),  Susan  (Mrs.  Michael  Plotterst'ine, 
of  Middle  Smithfield)  and  Polly  (Mrs.  William 
Fish). 

Anthony  Transue  was  born  in  1790  in  Smith- 
field  township,  and  during  his  boyhood  received  the 
benefit  of  such  schools  as  were  then  in  vogue  in  this 
locality,  in  the  meantime  obtaining  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  duties  on  a pioneer  farm.  On 
commencing  life  on  his  own  account  he  settled  in 
Shawnee  Valley  on  part  of  a large  tract 'which  his 
father  had  purchased,  clearing  out  a large  portion 
of  that  land,  upon  which  he  remained  for  some  years. 
In  1827  he  bought  from  his  father  the  farm  upon 
which  his  son  Jacob  now  resides,  but  which  at  that 
time  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  and  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life  in  the  improvement  and  cultivation 
of  this  place.  He  first  erected  a small  log  barn  and, 
in  1842,  a frame  barn,  which  was  burned  down  in 
1853  and  replaced  by  a large  frame  barn,  and  he 
made  numerous  other  improvements  on  the  property 
duringhis  residence  there.  He  learned  blacksmithing, 
and  erected  a shop  on  the  farm  whereon  our  subject 
now  lives,  and  it  is  still  in  existence  as  the  family 
do  their  own  blacksmithing.  He  died  in  i860. 
Anthony  Transue  married  Miss  Catherine  Brutz- 
man,  daughter  of  Jacob  Brutzman,  who  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Monroe  county,  coming 
from  Montgomery  county,  Penn.,  where  he  was  born 
in  1779.  Mrs.  Transue  passed  away  a few  years 
after  the  death  of  her  husband.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  of  whom,  Susan  is  the  wife  of 
Valentine  Transue,  and  has  three  children,  Abram, 
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Alice  and  Ida;  they  reside  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  Frederick,  born  in  1832,  married  Miss  Ma- 
tilda Newark,  of  Monroe  county,  and  they  resided 
in  Shawnee,  where  he  died  in  1872,  leaving 
a family  of  five  children,  Philip,  David,  Jacob,  Eliza- 
beth and  Amanda;  his  widow  and  family  still  reside 
in  Monroe  county.  Henry,  born  in  1834,  was  first 
married  to  Elizabeth  Mosier,  who  died  leaving  one 
daughter,  Mattie,  and  he  subsequently  wedded  Miss 
Fanny  Gardner,  of  New  Jersey,  by  whom  he  has 
two  children,  Clyde  and  Edna;  they  live  in  Stroud, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  Jacob 
B.  is  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth.  Katie,  born  in 
1839,  is  the  wife  of  Michael  Walters,  of  Smithfield; 
they  have  one  son  and  one  daughter,  Josephine  and 
Irvin.  Adam,  born  in  1842,  married  Margaret 
Kinney,  of  Smithfield,  and  has  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren, Olive,  Kinney  and  Charles;  they  live  in  War- 
ren county,  N.  J .,  where  he  conducts  one  of  the  finest 
hotels  along  the  Delaware  river,  his  establishment 
being  especially  popular  as  a summer  resort.  Eve, 
twin  sister  of  Adam,  is  the  wife  of  James  Kinney, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Edith ; they  live  in  Stroud 
township,  near  East  Stroudsburg,  where  Mr.  Kin- 
ney follows  the  blacksmith  trade.  Hannah,  born  in 
1844,  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Warren  Dunblazer,  of 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; she  left  one  son,  Wood- 
ward. Abram,  born  in  1847,  married  Miss  Arminta 
Overfield,  of  Middle  Smithfield,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Edith,  Ethel  and  Elmer;  they  live  on  his 
farm  in  Smithfield  township. 

Jacob  B.  Transue  was  born  November  9,  1837, 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  and 
there  was  reared,  in  his  youth  attending  the  neigh- 
boring public  schools,  where  he  received  all  his  edu- 
cation. During  his  early  manhood  he  commenced 
lumbering, which  he  followed  in  all  for  thirteen 
years,  rafting  down  the  Delaware  river  to  the  East- 
ern markets  as  far  as  Trenton,  and  he  has  since  de- 
voted his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
living  on  the  farm  of  his  birth,  which  he  purchased 
in  1865,  shortly  after  his  mother’s  death.  Subse- 
quently, in  partnership  with  his  brother  Henry,  he 
bought  a farm  in  Middle  Smithfield,  and  in  1872 
the  brothers  bought  the  Christian  farm,  in  New  Jer- 
sey, where  he  erected  his  large  boarding-house ; he 
afterward  sold  his  interest  in  the  latter  investment 
to  his  brother.  Mr.  Transue  has  continued  to  make 
his  home  on  the  old  place  up  to  the  present  day, 
making  various  improvements  on  the  place  in  the 
way  of  additions  to  buildings,  new  outbuildings, 
etc.,  and  he  and  his  wife  have  by  their  united  efforts 
succeeded  in  converting  it  into  a beautiful  property, 
their  home  being  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  the 
township.  The  land  is  under  a profitable  state  of 
cultivation,  yielding  its  owner  a good  income,  and 
in  appearance  as  well  as  productiveness  it  ranks 
with  the  fine  farms  of  Monroe  county.  In  addition 
to  this  place  Mr.  Transue  owns  a large  amount  of 
real  estate  in  Middle  Smithfield,  and  a piece  of 
property  in  Delaware  Water  Gap,  N.  J.  Mr.  Tran- 
sue has  been  actively  identified  with  local  public 


affairs,  and  has  held  various  offices  in  the  township 
with  ability  and  with  satisfaction  to  his  constituents, 
serving  for  several  terms  as  overseer  of  the  poor 
and  as  school  director.  In  1876  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  county  commissioner,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  faithfully  during  his  term  of 
service,  making  a clean  record  for  himself  as  a val- 
uable citizen  and  competent  official.  Politically  he 
has  always  been  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  regarded  by  all  as  one  of  the  substan- 
tial, progressive  citizens  of  the  town  in  which  he 
makes  his  home,  and  by  his  upright  life  he  has 
gained  the  respect  of  those  who  have  come  in  con- 
tact with  him,  whether  in  business,  social  or  political 
circles. 

On  May  9,  1882,  Mr.  Transue  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Place,  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Mary  Place,  prominent 
residents  of  Middle  Smithfield,  and  their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  one  son,  Irvin  L.,  who  was  born 
January  25,  1883,  and  is  at  present  attending  the 
public  schools.  In  religious  connection  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Transue  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

ORANGE  A.  BALDWIN  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  early  New  England  pioneers 
of  Middletown  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
his  grandfather,  Peleg  Baldwin,  having  settled  on 
wild  land  in  that  locality  in  1817.  Our  subject  is 
one  of  the  prosperous  and  successful  farmers  of 
that  township,  and  has  always  been  closely  identi- 
fied with  its  development  and  best  interests.  He 
was  born  in  the  township,  and  has  been  a continu- 
ous resident  thereof  except  for  the  three  years  which 
he  gave  to  his  country  during  the  Civil  war. 

Peleg  Baldwin  was  a Revolutionary  soldier, 
and  in  his  later  life  he  drew  a pension  from  the 
government  for  his  military  service.  In  1817,  with 
his  wife  Anna  (Fields)  and  family,  he  migrated 
from  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  settled  upon  wild 
land  in  Middletown  township,  where  he  made  a 
home.  He  died  in  1848.  He  had  five  children: 
(1)  Miles,  the  father  of  our  subject.*  (2)  Sam- 
uel, who  settled  in  Wyoming  county,  where  he  died 
leaving  a family,  of  whom  are  mentioned  Miles  D., 
who  lives  near  Leraysville,  Penn. ; Charles,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Lyman,  of  Middletown ; Heze- 
kiah,  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; Anne,  deceased 
wife  of  Ithamer  Canfield  ; and  Hellena,  widow  of 
Frank  Brister,  of  Bradford  county.  (3)  David 
settled  in  Wilkes  Barre,  where  he  died  leaving  two 
children:  Ruth,  widow  of  E.  G.  Ball,  of  Mont- 
rose; and  Mary,  wife  of  E.  G.  Gorman,  of  Hope, 
Penn.  (4)  Nancy,  born  in  Middletown,  married 
David  Whited,  of  Middletown,  and  reared  a fam- 
ily, including  Charles,  of  Middletown ; David,  who 
lived  near  Ithaca,  N.  Y. ; Mary  A.,  who  married 
John  Butler,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Louisa,  wife 
of  Ed.  Stephens,  of  Warren,  Bradford  county;  and 
Samuel,  of  Liberty  township,  now  deceased,  (5) 
Caroline  married  Russell  Sheldon,  and  lived  in 
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Bradford  county  until  her  death.  She  left  four 
children,  George  R.,  who  was  a soldier  in  Company 
H,  143rd  P.  V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war,  and  now 
resides  in  Shawnee  county,  Kans. ; Caroline,  wife 
of  Eliphalet  Wilcox,  of  Nineveh,  N.  Y. ; Lucy,  wife 
of  Philander  Foster,  of  Carbondale ; and  Nancy,  of 
Owego. 

Miles  Baldwin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  September  2, 
1808,  and  when  nine  years  of  age  came  with  his 
parents  to  Middletown  township.  Here  he  was 
reared  to  manhood,  receiving  a limited  education  in 
the  common  schools,  and  adopting  farming  as  his 
occupation.  In  1839  he  married  Miss  Habitable 
Spafford,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Spafford, 
pioneers  of  Middletown  township,  who  had  migra- 
ted from  New  Hampshire  about  1817.  She  was 
born  in  Friendsville  January  31,  1817,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Friendsville  and  Montrose, 
and  for  some  years  prior  to  her  marriage  taught 
school  in  Susquehanna  county.  After  their  mar- 
riage Miles  and  Habitable  settled  on  the  old  Bald- 
win homestead  in  Middletown  township,  where  they 
remained  through  life.  They  were  active  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  poli- 
tics Miles  Baldwin  was  a Democrat,  and  he  was  a 
prominent  citizen  of  the  township.  He  held  vari- 
ous local  offices,  including  those  of  constable,  col- 
lector, school  director  and  supervisor.  Of  his 
seven  children,  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  (2) 
Emma  M.,  born  November  13,  1846,  was  a teacher 
in  her  girlhood,  married  John  E.  Strange,  of  For- 
est Lake  township,  and  has  two  children,  Alice  E., 
wife  of  Adam  Rear,  of  Orwell,  Penn.,  and  Cora, 
wife  of  George  Willis,  of  Standing  Stone,  Penn. 
Mrs.  Strange  later  married  S.  G.  Case,  of  Orwell. 
Penn.  (3)  Ellen  T.,  born  June  10,  1849,  was  we^ 
educated  at  the  Montrose  high  school,  and  taught 
school  very  successfully  in  Susquehanna  until  her 
death,  in  1876.  (4)  Elsie  T.,  born  June  18,  1851, 

married  Fred  Sheldon,  of  Coudersport.  Penn., 
where  she  died  soon  after, .leaving  no  family.  (5) 
Candace,  born  September  23,  1853.  married  Powell 
Jones,  a farmer  of  Apolacon  township.  They  have 
three  children,  Clarence,  Emma  and  Ida.  (6) 
Chester  J.,  born  November  28,  1856,  is  engaged  in 
farming  at  the  old  homestead  with  our  subject.  (7  > 
Olive  I.,  born  November  2,  1859,  is  the  wife  of 
Fred  L.  Compton,  of  Middletown,  and  has  two 
children,  Benton  O.  and  Irene  H. 

Orange  A.  Baldwin,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Middletown  December  20.  1843,  received  bis  ele- 
mentarv  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  later 
attended  Montrose  Academy.  He  was  engaged  in 
school  teaching  in  Susquehanna  county  when,  in 
August,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  en- 
listed at  Friendsville  in  Company  H,  143rd  P.  A . I.. 
and  was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Curtin.  Pie  served 
during  the  full  term,  of  three  years,  and  was  pro- 
moted from  corporal  to  sergeant  July  i,.i864.  He 
followed  the  fortunes  of  his  regiment,  participating 
in  many  of  the  severest  battles  of  the  war,  his  first 
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engagement  being  at  Chancellorsville.  At  Gettys- 
burg be  was  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  there  entered 
the  field  hospital.  Just  before  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  in  which  he  was  engaged,  he  was  de- 
tailed as  adjutant’s  clerk  for  the  regiment,  and  in 
that  capacity  served  until  August  30,  1864,  when, 
his  health  having  failed,  he  was  sent  home  on  fur- 
lough, where  he  came  very  near  dying.  When 
sufficiently  recovered  he  returned  to  the  hospital  and 
performed  the  duties  of  clerk  until  discharged,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1865,  at  Philadelphia,  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service. 

Returning  to  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Bald- 
win engaged  in  teaching  school  until  his  marriage, 
June  19,  1867,  to  Miss  Juliet  L.  Leonard,  of  Forest 
Lake  township.  She  was  born  in  South  Owego, 
N.  Y.,  June  10,  1839,  a daughter  of  Henry  and 
Catherine  Leonard.  After  his  marriage  our  sub- 
ject settled  in  the  old  Baldwin  homestead,  which  he 
has  ever  since  occupied.  Here  his  wife  died  March 
2,  1875,  leaving  two  daughters,  Louise  W.,  born 
August  13,  1869,  and  Juliet  L.,  born  February  20, 
1875,  both  of  whom  have  adopted  teaching,  and  are 
now  among  the  bright  and  progressive  teachers  of 
Susquehanna  county.  On  August  4,  1878,  our  sub- 
ject married  Miss  Julia  A.  Allen,  who  was  born 
November  19,  1856,  a daughter  of  David  and  Abbie 
L.  Allen,  one  of  the  prominent  families  of  South 
Montrose.  By  this  marriage  there  were  three  chil- 
dren: Burton  M.,  born  July  26,  1881,  a graduate 

of  the  Montrose  High  School  in  1899,  and  now  a 
teacher;  Edgar  A.,  who  died  aged  seventeen 
months;  and  Jessie  P.,  born  June  5,  1888. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin  are  active  members  of 
tbe  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  has  held  many  of  the  local 
offices,  including  those  of  auditor  and  school  di- 
rector, secretary  and  treasurer,  inspector  and  judge 
of  election.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Four 
Brothers  Post,  No.  453,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Montrose.  He 
is  one  of  the  wide-awake,  prosperous  farmers  of 
Middletown  township,  and  his  success  is  attributed 
largely  to  bis  industry,  thrift  and  careful  manage- 
ment. Quiet  in  demeanor,  he  has  by  his  kindly 
manner  and  many  good  qualities  won  a cherished 
place  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow  men.  His  record 
in  the  Civil  war  was  that  of  a faithful  and  cour- 
ageous soldier,  and  the  same  qualities  have  dis- 
tinguished his  subsequent  career  in  the  vocations 
of  peace. 

MILO  KTSTLER  is  a prominent  and  influen- 
tial citizen  of  Tannersville,  Monroe  county,  who  is 
now  living  retired  at  his  beautiful  home  known  as 
Glenwood  Hail.  He  began  his  business  career  at 
the  bottom  round  of  the  ladder  as  bookkeeper  in 
his  father’s  store,  but  steadily  worked  his  way  up- 
ward, and  for  several  years  was  at  the  head  of  a 
large  and  profitable  business  in  New  York  City. 
Comparatively  few  men  can  attain  to  the  highest 
offices  in  civil  or  military  life ; but  commerce  ofifers 
a broad  and  almost  limitless  field  in  which  one  may 
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exercise  his  powers  unrestrained,  and  gain  a leader- 
ship as  the  head  of  a chosen  calling.  Drawing  the 
lessons  which  we  do  from  the  life  of  Mr.  Kistler,  we 
learn  that  the  qualifications  necessary  for  success  are 
a high  ambition,  and  a resolute,  honorable  purpose 
to  reach  the  exalted  standard  that  has  been  set  up. 

Mr.  Kistler  belongs  to  an  old  Pennsylvania 
family,  his  grandfather,  Michael  M.  Kistler,  having 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  Lynnville,  Lehigh  county, 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  children 
were  Stephen,  father  of  our  subject;  Michael,  who 
is  now  living  retired  at  East  Stroudsburg ; William, 
who  died  at  Delaware  Water  Gap,  Monroe  county, 
in  1896;  Joel,  deceased;  Daniel,  a resident  of  Schuyl- 
kill county,  Penn. ; Jacob,  who  died  in  Lynnville,  Le- 
high county;  Angelina,  widow  of  Peter  Seip,  of 
Lehigh  county ; and  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  J. 
Snyder. 

Stephen  Kistler,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Lynnville,  and  on  reaching  manhood  went  to 
Leh'ighton,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  tanning  business.  In  1852  he  came  to  Po- 
cono  township,  Monroe  county, where  he  purchased  a 
tannery,  which  he  operated  until  his  death,  and 
which  was  then  operated  by  his  heirs  until  destroyed 
by  fire,  in  1882.  In  Lehigh  county  he  married  Miss 
Hettie  Mosser,  also  a native  of  that  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Magdalena  (Oswold) 
Mosser.  She  died  in  April,  1878,  at  the  age  of  six- 
ty-two years,  and  he  departed  this  life  March  16, 
1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them : Charles  married  Ann  Eliza- 
beth Woodling,  and  was  engaged  in  the  tanning 
business  at  Sciota,  Monroe  county,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  Rufus,  also  a tanner, 
wedded  Mary  Jane  Ettinger,  and  they  reside  in  Mt. 
Jewett,  McKean  Co.,  Penn.  Angelina  died  and  was 
buried  in  Lehighton,  Carbon  county.  Wilson,  a tan- 
ner, married  Llenrietta  Stauffer,  and  is  living  at 
Lock  Haven,  Penn.  Alfred  died  in  infancy.  Mary 
Elizabeth  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  John  H. 
Leash,  of  Monroe  county.  Milo  is  the  next  in  order 
of  birth.  Michael  D.  married  Sena  Siebert  (now 
deceased),  and  operates  a tannery  at  Morganton, 
Burke  Co.,  North  Carolina. 

Milo  Kistler  was  born  in  Pocono  township, 
Monroe  county,  August  31,  1854,  and  received  a 
common-school  education.  In  1874  the  father  and 
his  eldest  son  opened  a leather  gtore  in  New  York 
City,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  our  subject  was 
made  bookkeeper  in  that  establishment,  where  he 
remained  until  1880.  In  accordance  with  his  father’s 
will  he  then  took  entire  charge  of  the  business, 
which  he  successfully  carried  on  for  five  and  a half 
years.  In  the  interests  of  the  firm  he  traveled  ex- 
tensively over  the  Eastern  States  and  also  visited  the 
\\  est.  In  partnership  with  his  brothers  he  contin- 
ued in  active  business  until  1889,  since  which  time 
lie  has  lived  retired,  and  they  have  engaged  in  the 
tanning  business.  In  that  year  he  returned  to  his 
native  township,  where  he  had  previously  purchased 
the  old  homestead  with  its  surroundings.  He  now 


has  260  acres  of  valuable  land  and  seventeen  dwell- 
ing houses,  besides  a store,  gristmill,  blacksmith 
shop,  butcher  shop  and  other  property  in  Tanners- 
ville.  He  is  a wide-awake,  enterprising  business 
man,  who  carries  forward  to  successful  completion 
whatever  he  undertakes. 

At  Maxatawny,  Berks  Co.,  Penn.,  January  27, 
1876,  Mr.  Kistler,  was  married  by  Rev.  Heffrich, 
a German  Reformed  minister,  to  Miss  Alice  C.  Clader, 
a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Fisher)  Clader. 
Her  great-great-grandfather,  Valentine  Clader, 
was  born  in  Germany,  June  17,  1726,  and  on  coming 
to  America  located  in  Northampton  county,  Penn., 
where  he  died  August  7,  1775.  He  was  married 
December  12,  1749,  and  became  the  father  of  nine 
children,  one  of  whom,  Adam,  was  killed  by  the 
Indians.  Another,  Jacob  Clader,  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  Mrs.  Kistler.  He  was  born  Febru- 
ary 8,  1751,  and  died  March  25,  1832.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  a Miss  Sherer,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children,  namely:  Joseph,  the 
grandfather;  Abraham;  John;  Isaac;  Mrs  Sallie 
Francis  ; and  Mrs.  Polly  Bost.  His  second  wife  was 
a Miss  Ivolp,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children: 
Valentine,  Jacob,  Hannah  and  Eva.  This  family 
became  widely  scattered  over  the  United  States. 
Joseph  Clader,  Mrs.  Ivistler’s  grandfather,  died 
February  26,  1849,  at  the  age  of  sixty- two  years, 
nine  months  and  twelve  days.  He  married  Cath- 
erine Gangewere,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children:  John;  Levi,  a resident  of  East  Allentown, 
Penn.;  Paul;  Josiah,  of  East  Allentown;  Daniel; 
Owen : and  Elizabeth,  who  died  young.  All  are 
now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Leva.  Daniel 
Clader,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Kistler,  who  spent  most 
of  his  life  in  mercantile  pursuits,  was  reared  in  Al- 
lentown, Penn.,  and  there  married  Miss  Sarah 
Fisher,  by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Albert  J.,  a 
merchant,  who  wedded  Mary  Jones,  and  lives  at 
Delta,  Penn. ; and  Alice  C.,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 26,  1853,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Kistler’s  father'  was  a Democrat  until  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  in  1861,  when  he  joined  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  our  subject  also  supported  that 
party  until  the  silver  issue  was  brought  before  the 
people  when  he  joined  the  Democracy.  He  has 
filled  the  office  of  overseer  of  the  poor,  but  has  never 
taken  a very  prominent  part  in  political  affairs  aside 
from  voting.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Protective  Association,  has  affiliated  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  two  years, 
and  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  for  one 
year,  while  in  religion  he  is  a Lutheran,  and  his  wife 
holds  membership  in  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

JOHN  WITTICH,  a well-to-do  farmer  of 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  and  one  of  the  best 
of  the  German  element  who  have  made  Wayne 
county  their  home,  and  to  whom  it  is  indebted  for 
much  of  its  prosperity,  is  a native  of  Hessich,  Ger- 
many, born  January  4,  1836. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Philip  and  Anna  Martha 
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(Honigle)  Wittich,  lived  and  died  in  the  Father- 
land.  In  connection  with  farming  they  wove  what 
was  there  called  ‘‘Loom  harness.”  He  died  when 
aged  sixty-eight  years,  and  she  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  thirty-five.  They  had  children  as  follows : 
John  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Deitrich,  a 
farmer,  resided  in  Allen  county  Ivans.,  until  his 
death  on  Oct.  29,  1899;  while  out  hunting  duck  his 
' gun  was  accidentally  discharged,  the  butt  hitting 
him  in  the  stomach,  and  he  died  next  morning. 
Martha  married  (first)  Gotlieb  Miller,  and  (sec- 
ond) William  Eglehoof,  a farmer  of  Bucks  county, 
Penn.  Augustus  died  in  Germany,  unmarried. 
Adam  also  died  in  Germany.  The  father  of  these 
children  was  four  times  married. 

John  Wittich  was  reared  until  eighteen  years 
of  age  in  his  native  land.  In  1855  he  came  to 
America  and  stopped  at  Reading,  Penn.  He  had 
an  uncle,  Deitrich  Wittich,  residing  there,  and  with 
him  served  two  years  at  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  re- 
ceiving for  his  services  twelve  cents  per  week  and 
his  clothes.  In  the  winter  season  he  made  a little 
extra  money  by  shoveling  off  snow,  so  that  at  the 
end  of  the  two  years  he  had  saved  twenty  dollars. 
Prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  be- 
came a member  of  an  artillery  company  in  Reading. 
Not  long  after  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  on  June 
4,  1861,  young  Wittich  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
32nd  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  under  Capt. 
Jacob  Lanhart.  His  term  of  enlistment  was  for 
three  years,  but  owing  to  his  having  contracted  ty- 
phoid fever  at  Georgetown,  Del.,  and  rheumatism, 
by  which  he  was  rendered  unfit  for  duty,  he  was 
discharged  June  14,  1862.  As  soon  as  able  after  re- 
turning home  he  resumed  work  at  his  trade,  and 
followed  the  business  at  that  point  until  1867, 
whence  he  came  to  Salem  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.  Here  for  four  years  he  continued  working 
at  his  trade,  then  purchased  his  present  farm  of  112 
acres.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  one  of  the  most 
industrious  farmers  of  his  locality,  by  his  frugal 
habits  and  good  management  has  prospered,  and  is 
to-day  comfortably  fixed.  He  has  taken  a com- 
mendable interest  in  all  measures  that  have  from 
time  to  time  come  up,  looking  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  For  two  years  he  was  supervisor  of 
Lake  township.  In  his  political  views  he  is  an  In- 
dependent. 

On  February  3,  1863,  Mr.  Wittich  was  married 
to  Henrietta  Ames,  and  their  home  has  been  made 
happy  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  namely : Laura, 
Lizzie  (who  died  in  March,  1890),  and  Bertha. 
Mrs.  Wittich  and  her  daughters  are  greatly  es- 
teemed for  their  womanly  graces.  Mrs.  Wittich 
was  born  April  27,  1845,  in  Bradford,  N.  Y.,  a 
daughter  of  Lorenzo  and  Rosanna  (Avery)  Ames, 
of  Connecticut.  They  became  acquainted  and  were 
married  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  but  later  moved 
to  New  York  State,  thence  to  Illinois,  where  the 
mother  died  in  1853,  when  aged  thirty-two  years. 
After  her  death  the  father  returned  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty and  again  married.  His  death  occurred  in  1887, 
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when  he  was  sixty-two  years  of  age,  while  on  a visit 
at  Scranton.  Flis  children  by  the  first  marriage 
were : Henrietta ; Laura,  now  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried John  Tucker,  and  resided  at  Scranton;  Clara, 
who  was  twice  married,  first  to  Elmer  Blanding, 
and  second  to  Edward  Limon  (their  home  is  in 
California)  ; Ralph,  who  married  Mary  Jones,  of 
Salem ; Frank,  who  married  Ella  Smith,  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Wayne  county;  Isidora,  married  to  Frank 
Slote,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; William,  married  to  Ida 
Williams,  of  Scranton ; Plawley,  a carpenter  of 
Scranton,  Penn.;  and  James,  who  married  Mary 
Edwards,  and  is  in  the  foundry  business  at  Scran- 
ton. 

Henry  Avery,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  John 
Wittich,  came  from  Connecticut  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  and  settled  in  Salem  township,  being  among 
the  first  to  settle  there.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Lucy  Fishe.  He  passed  away  at  the 
home  of  his  eldest  daughter,  Elmira  Avery,  when  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years. 

AMOS  J.  MITCHELL,  who  resides  in  Damas- 
cus township,  Wayne  county,  two  miles  west  of  Tyler 
Hill,  is  one  of  the  prosperous  general  farmers  of 
this  region,  where  he  passed  all  his  life.  He 
was  born  in  Damascus  in  March,  1840,  son  of  Amos 
T.  and  Sallie  E.  (Conklin)  Mitchell,  and  comes  of 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock,  his  great-grandfather, 
Nathan  Mitchell,  having  been  a soldier  in  that  war. 
Nathan  Mitchell  settled  along  the  Delaware  river 
about  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  there  he 
reared  his  large  family,  which  consisted  of  fourteen 
children,  namely:  John,  Abram,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Jo- 

seph, James,  Nathan,  Stephen,  Hannah,  Jane,  Polly, 
Betsy,  Sarah  and  Lydia. 

Amos  T.  Mitchell,  father  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  these  lines,  was  born  in 
Cochecton,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  son  of  James  and 
Martha  Mitchell,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
place.  After  his  marriage  he  invested  in  a tract  of 
new  land  along  the  Newburg  & Great  Bend  turn- 
pike, ten  miles  from  the  Delaware  river,  where  he 
passed  the  rest  of  his  life,  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  With  the  aid  of  his  sons  he  succeeded  in 
clearing  out  a comfortable  farm,  upon  which  he 
erected  a dwelling,  barn,  outhouses,  etc.,  and  made 
general  improvements,  having  164  acres  under  cul- 
tivation at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  May,  1882.  Mrs. 
Mitchell  proved  a faithful  helpmeet  to  him  in  the 
early  struggles  and  hardships  incident  to  life  in  a 
new  region,  and  she  passed  away  in  January ,#  1897, 
after  a long  life  of  usefulness,  after  her  husband’s 
decease  making  her  home  with  her  son  Amos.  Eight 
children  blessed  the  union  of  Amos  T.  and  Sallie  E. 
Mitchell,  as  follows:  (1)  Benjamin  C.,  born  in 

1834  in  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  was  first  married  to  Miss 
Pamelia  Brandamore,  of  Honesdale,  and  settled  in 
Chester  county,  Penn.,  where  she  died  in  October, 
1894,  leaving  two  children — Maggie  and  Clinton. 
He  has  since  wedded  Miss  Maggie  McCrudden,  of 
Chester  county,  where  they  reside.  They  have  no 
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children.  (2)  Analiva,  horn  in  1836  in  Damascus, 
is  the  wife  of  Virgil  Mitchell,  of  Lebanon,  Penn., 
and  has  two  children — Nora  and  Judson.  1 hey  re- 
side in  Liberty,  N.  Y.  (3)  Eliza,  born  in  1838  in 
Damascus,  married  J.  L.  Brush,  of  lyler  Hill,  and 
lias  a family  of  four  children — Flora,  Emma,  Mary 
and  Sidney.  (4)  Amos  j.  is  next  in  order  of 
birth  and  is  spoken  of  more  fu'ly  below.  (5)  Ran- 
som Y.,  born  in  1842,  was  like  the  rest  of  the  fam- 
ily reared  and  educated  in  Damascus,  and  now  re- 
sides at  Findlay,  Ohio,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil.  He  married  Miss  Lydia  A. 
Averv,  of  Damascus,  and  they  have  five  children — 
Fann v,  Frank,  Amos,  Mabel  and  Donald.  (6) 
Lauretta,  born  in  1843,  married  Theophilus  Lukens, 
of  Damascus,  and  has  four  chidlren — Minnie,  Amos, 
Thaddeus  and  Gilbert.  They  live  in  Wadena  coun- 
ty, Minn.  (7)  Nancy,  born  in  1847,  is  now  the 
wife  of  J.  O.  Jackson,  of  Tyler  Hill,  and  has  five 
children — John,  Hattie,  Benjamin,  Eula  and  Mary. 
(8)  Mary  Alice,  born  in  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Vail,  of  Lebanon,  and  has  one  son,  Frank.  They 
make  their  home  in  Orange  county,  New  York. 

Amos  J.  Mitchell  received  his  early  schooling  in 
the  public  schools  of  Damascus,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and  finished  his  literary  training  with 
a term  in  the  Delaware  Academy.  In  September, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  84th  P.  V.  I.,  was 
sworn  into  the  Union  service  at  Camp  Curtin,  Har- 
risburg, Penn.,  sent  to  Washington,  and,  with  his 
command,  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
served  under  Capt.  Gilbert,  and  was  injured  at  Ar- 
lington Flats  while  engaged  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty,  being  disabled  for  further  military  service, 
on  which  account  he  received  an  honorable  discharge 
at  Washington  in  February,  1863.  On  returning 
home  he  found  employment  in  a wholesale  notion 
house  in  Susquehanna  county,  with  which  he  re- 
mained for  five  years,  after  which  he  engaged  with 
the  Weston  firm  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  county, 
wholesale  stone  dealers,  for  whom  he  also  worked 
five  years.  Two  years  after  his  marriage  he  located 
in  the  town  of  Damascus,  near  the  parental  home- 
stead, and  there  made  his  home  for  ten  years,  finally, 
in  1885,  purchasing  what  was  known  as  the  “Thomas 
Brown  farm”  in  Damascus,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. This  property  is  situated  on  the  pike  two 
miles  west  of  Tyler  Hill,  and  here  Mr.  Mitchell  has 
carried  on  general  farming,  at  the  same  time  'im- 
proving his  place,  which  is  now  provided  with  every- 
thing necessary  to  the  conducting  of  a modern  farm 
and  is  under  a fine  state  of  cultivation.  By  indus- 
try and  g'ood  management  he  has  been  able  to  make 
a good  income  from  the  place,  and  he  well  deserves 
the  success  which  he  has  met  with. 

In  November,  1863,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Fidelia  E.  Dodge,  of  Damas- 
cus, whose  parents,  John  S.  and  Sarah  (Mitchell) 
Dodge.  were  old  and  prominent  people  of  Cochec- 
ton,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Dodge  was  a native  of 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y,,  and  when  a young  man  locat- 
ed in  Cochecton,  where  he  met  and  married  his  wife. 


To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  have  been  born  nine  chil- 
dren, viz : Leonard  A.,  born  in  Honesdale,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1866,  married  Miss  Christina  Smith,  of  Damas- 
cus, and  resides  at  Tyler  Hill,  Wayne  county  (they 
have  no  family).  Charles  M.,  born  in  June,  1869, 
in  Damascus,  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home.  Harry- 
R.,  born  in  Damascus,  in  April,  1871,  married  Miss 
Annie  Mitchell,  of  Berlin,  Wayne  county,  where 
they  reside ; they  have  one  son,  Nathan  T.  Lauretta, 
born  in  September,  1872,  is  the  wife  of  Howard  B. 
Lord,  of  Tyler  Hill,  and  they  reside  on  his  farm 
there ; they  "have  no  children.  Wallace  was  born  in 
August,  1874.  Mattie  L.  was  born  in  March,  1876. 
Melvin  was  born  in  November,  1878.  Arthur  L. 
was  born  in  October,  1882.  Robert  E.  was  born  in 
December,  1886.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  are  ranked 
among  the  best  and  most  useful  members  of  the 
community  in  which  they  reside,  and  they  are  well- 
known  and  highly-respected  throughout  Damascus 
township  and  the  surrounding  country.  Mrs. 
Mitchell  was  appointed  postmistress  at  West  Damas- 
cus in  1892  under  Harrison's  administration,  and  she 
has  continued  to  hold  the  office  ever  since  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  the  townspeople,  proving  herself 
a competent  and  reliable  business  woman  in  the  dis- 
charge of  her  duties.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  a Republican 
in  political  faith,  but  his  activity  in  public  affairs  is 
not  carried  much  beyond  voting,  and  he  has  never 
aspired  to  office.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  reared 
in  the  Baptist  faith. 

LEWIS  A.  LYBOLT,  one  of  the  well-to-do 
agriculturists  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, has  occupied  his  present  farm  in  that  township 
since  1874,  and  during  his  residence  of  almost  a 
quarter  of  a century  here  has  established  a repu- 
tation for  himself  as  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  the 
neighborhood  and  a leading  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity. Mr.  Lybolt  was  born  in  Hanbury,  N.  J.. 
in  November,  1843,  and  his  parents,  Daniel  and 
Sarah  A.  (Edsel)  Lybolt,  were  natives  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  New  Jersey,  respectively. 

Daniel  Lybolt  was  married  in  New  Jersey,  and 
m 1847  removed  with  his  family  to  western  New 
York  State,  settling  in  the  Mongaup  Valley,  where 
he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  blacksmith,  for  many 
years.  His  death  occurred  in  1891  at  Monticello, 
Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  four  years  after  that  of  his 
wife.  This  worthy  couple  had  a family  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  (1)  Henry,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey  in  1840.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  New 
York,  whither  he  removed  with  his  parents,  and 
during  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army, 
serving  theree  years  with  the  143rd  N.  Y.  V.  I. 
He  married  Miss  Catherine  Rhinehart,  and  now 
makes  his  home  in  Monticello,  Sullivan  county, 
N.  Y.  They  have  no  children.  (2)  Daniel  died 
when  four  years  of  age.  (3)  Lewis  A.  is  the  next 
in  order  of  birth.  (4)  Annie  E.,  born  in  1845  i’1 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  became  the  wife  of  Hiram 
Rose,  of  Mongaup  Valle)’,  Sullivan  county,  who 
now  resides  in  Port  Jervis,  that  county,  with  his 
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family  of  three  children,  viz. : William  H.,  horn 

in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  educated  in  Port 
Jervis,  was  an  employe  in  the  postoffice  at  the  latter 
place  for  four  years ; May  Rose  was  born  in  Orange 
county;  Frank  was  born  at  Port  Jervis.  Mrs.  Rose 
passed  away  in  July,  1897.  During  the  Civil  war 
Mr.  Rose  enlisted,  in  18G3,  in  the  25th  New  York 
Cavalry,  and  in  his  three-years’  service  took  an 
active  part  in  a number  of  engagements,  aiding  his 
country  faithfully  until  the  close  of  his  term.  " (5) 
William  L.,  born  in  1847  m Sullivan  county,  is  un- 
married and  makes  his  home  in  Port  Jervis.  (6) 
Jane  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  (7)  Mar- 
cus, born  in  1851  in  Sullivan  county,  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade,  and  after  reaching  manhood 
removed  to  Colorado  and  thence  to  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, where  he  was  last  heard  from  in  1896.  (8) 
George,  unmarried,  is  a resident  of  Sullivan  county. 
(9)  Mary,  born  in  1855  in  Sullivan  county,  mar- 
ried Milo  Racine  of  that  county,  and  still  resides 
there.  They  have  five  children,  of  whom  Truman, 
Edith  and  Ralph  are  mentioned.  (10)  Albert, 
born  in  1857  in  Sullivan  county,  married  Miss 
Ettie  Fox  of  the  same  county,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren— Jennie  and  Howard.  Their  home  is  now  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.  (11)  Emma  married  Con- 
rad Condroman,  of  Callicoon,  Sullivan  county,  and 
has  three  children — Lizzie,  Elmer  and  Elsie.  They 
reside  in  Port  Jervis. 

Lewis  A.  Lybolt  grew  to  manhood  in  Sullivan 
county,  and  there  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  He  commenced  lumbering  in  early 
life,  when  a mere  boy  engaging  in  peeling  bark  and 
similar  work,  and  this  continued  to  be  his  princi- 
pal business  nutil  his  removal,  in  1874,  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn.  After  his  marriage  he  located  in 
the  Mongaup  Valley  and  followed  lumbrMg  on 
his  own  account,  also,  for  a time,  worki.  j in  a 
tannery,  but  he  finally,  in  the  year  above  mentioned, 
purchased  what  was  known  as  the  Stearns  prop- 
erty in  Damascus,  Wayne  county,  and  took  up  his 
residence  thereon.  He  has  since  devoted  his  time 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  this  place,  a 
large  part  of  which  was  not  even  cleared  when  he 
took  possession,  and  it  is  now  equipped  with  sub- 
stantial outbuildings  and  all  modern  improvements 
necessary  in  the  estimation  of  the  progressive 
owner,  who  takes  more  than  ordinary  pride  in  the 
appearance  of  his  place.  A fine  dwelling,  erected 
in  1890,  also  adorns  the  farm,  which,  taken  all 
around,  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  Damascus. 
Mr.  Lybolt  may  well  be  proud  of  his  property,  for 
its  increased  value  and  splendid  condition  are  all 
due  to  the  unremitting  care  and  energy  which  he 
has  bestowed  upon  it,  and  he  has  won  an  honora- 
ble place  for  himself  among  the  deservedly  pros- 
perous farmers  of  his  section.  He  is  respected  and 
esteemed  everywhere  as  one  of  the  best  citizens  in 
his  township,  where  he  is  well  known. 

This  record  would  be  incomplete  without  men- 
tion, at  least,  of  Mr.  Lybolt’s  military  career,  for 
he  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  served 


for  over  tw’o  years.  He  enlisted  in  1863  in  the 
9th  New  York  Heavy  Artilley,  under  Capt. 
Wood,  with  which  he  served  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  with  Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah 
\ alley.  The  first  engagement  in  which  our  sub- 
ject took  an  active  part  was  at  Cold  Harbor,  in 
1864,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  the  battle  near 
Harper  s Ferry,  Md.  When  the  Rebels  marched 
on  to  Washington  his  command  helped  to  drive 
them  back,  following  them  along  the  Washington 
Pike  to  Snicker’s  Gap,  where  they  had  a battle 
which  resulted  in  heavy  losses  on  the  Rebel  side. 
They  remained  near  Harper's  Ferry,  and  on  Septem- 
ber 19,  1864,  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Winchester, 
and  after  the  color-bearer  of  the  regiment  was  shot 
our  subject  carried  the  Hag  into  the  battle.  The 
next  day  the  Rebels  made  a stand  at  Fisher’s  Hill, 
where  Mr.  Lybolt’s  command  was  again  engaged, 
and  they  subsequently  fought  them  at  Newmarket 
and  Staunton,  near  Richmond.  They  then  came 
back  to  Middletown,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and 
on  October  19  met  the  enemy  at  Cedar  Creek,  where 
the  company  of  which  our  subject  was  a member 
was  reduced  to  nineteen  men  and  the  losses  were 
heavy  on  both  sides.  When  Sheridan  reached  them 
they  forced  the  Rebels  to  retreat,  taking  a large 
number  of  prisoners.  In  November  the  regiment 
marched  to  Richmond,  where  they  were  encamped 
for  the  winter,  being  engaged  in  picket  duty.  On 
April  2 they  participated  in  the  charge  on  Rich- 
mond, and  Mr.  Lybolt  was  shot  in»the  chin  when 
climbing  over  the  breastworks.  The  ball  lodged 
in  his  neck  and  he  was  taken  to  City  Point  Hos- 
pital, being  transferred  thence  to  the  hospital  at 
Washington,  from  which  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  June,  1865,  when  he  returned  to  his  old 
home.  Mr.  Lybolt  served  bravely  in  the  defense 
of  the  Union,  and  can  look  back  with  pride  to  his 
army  experience,  during  which  he  was  a participant 
in  some  of  the  hardest-fought  battles  of  that  strug- 
gle, and  he  is  one  of  the  honored  survivors  of  his 
command. 

In  August,  1868,  Mr.  Lybolt  wedded  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Sisson,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
her  parents,  William  and  Angeline  Sisson,  were 
early  pioneer  settlers.  They  made  their  home  in 
Mongaup  Valley  until  they  settled  on  the  108-acre 
farm  in  Damascus  which  has  since  been  their  home, 
and  where  they  now  have  a most  comfortable  and 
pleasant  residence.  Five  children  have  blessed  their 
union,  of  whom  two  died  when  young,  Willie  at  the 
age  of  two  years.  Alma  and  Alfa,  twins,  were  born  in 
March,  1874,  in  Sullivan  county,  and  received  their 
literary  education  in  the  cchools  of  Damascus,  where 
they  were  given  a thorough  practical  training.  Both 
have  evinced  unusual  talent  for  music,  and  Alfa  is 
a graduate  of  the  musical  conservatory  at  Port 
Jervis.  Lewis  Lybolt,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
was  born  in  Damascus  in  May,  1885.  The  entire 
family  are  connected,  religiously,  with  the  M.  E. 
Church.  Socially,  Mr.  Lybolt  unites  with  the  Odd 
Fellows  lodge  at  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  and  with  Capt. 
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James  Howe  Post  No.  198,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Honesdale. 
His  political  sympathy  is  given  to  the  Republican 
party,  in  the  local  interests  of  which  lie  takes  an 
active  part,  and  he  is  at  present  serving  his  second 
term  as  supervisor  of  his  township,  where  he  ranks 
among  the  foremost  of  the  solid,  reliable  citizens, 
a man  who  has  won  respect  on  his  own  merits  and 
is  universally  esteemed  for  his  genuine  worth. 

MATTHEW  CLEMO.  Among  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  Wayne  county,  the  record  of  whose  lives 
fills  an  important  place  'in  this  volume,  it  gives  us 
pleasure  to  record  the  name  of  this  gentleman.  He 
is  now  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Dyberry 
township,  but  his  early  life  was  spent  in  England, 
of  which  country  he  is  a native.  His  grandfather, 
Matthew  Clemo,  who  took  part  in  the  famous  battle 
of  Waterloo,  always  made  his  home  in  Cornwall, 
England,  and  there  married  Ann  Sanders,  by  whom 
he  had  five  children:  Ann,  John  S.,  Matthew, 

Margaret  and  Joseph,  all  of  whom  died  in  England. 

Joseph  Clemo  (the  youngest,  and  the  father  of 
our  subject)  was  born  in  Cornwall,  in  1807,  and 
there  died  March  31,  1849.  He  wedded  Mary  Jay, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children : Matthew ; 
Stephen,  who  married  and  died  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Penn. ; and  John,  who  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  was  killed  at  Tracyville,  Penn.,  while  sink- 
ing a well  (his  widow  and  six  children  survive  him). 
Our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  Stephen  Jay, 
also  spent  his  fntire  life  in  Cornwall.  His  children 
were  as  follows:  (x)  Elizabeth  (deceased)  was  the 
wife  of  Peter  Harris  and  had  four  children,  Joseph, 
Elizabeth,  Hannah  and  Thomas.  (2)  Stephen  and 
his  son  Richard  came  to  America.  The  latter, 
familiarly  known  as  “Dickie,  the  mail-carrier,”  car- 
ried the  mail  for  many  years  between  Mt.  Pleasant 
and  Honesdale,  Wayne  county.  (3)  John  also  emi- 
grated to  America.  His  children  were  (a)  Joseph, 
who  in  1850  married  May  Lattey,  and  had  three 
children,  Mary  L.,  Hattie  and  Carrie ; (b)  John, 
who  wedded  Mary  Ann  Moore  (now  deceased), 
and  had  two  children  (both  deceased)  ; (c)  Stephen 
(deceased)  ; (d)  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  John  Thomas, 
by  whom  she  has  seven  children.  Mary  J.,  Charles, 
William,  Joseph,  Stephen,  Grace  and  Walter;  and 
(e)  Charles,  a resident  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Wayne  county.  (4)  Mary  (the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject) came  to  the  New  World  in  1851  ; for  her  sec- 
ond husband  she  married  Josiah  Wilcox,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township.  (5)  Ann  died  in  England. 
(6)  Richard,  with  his  four  sons,  came  to  the  United 
States  and  located  in  Pennsylvania. 

Matthew  Clemo  was  born  March  22,  1831,  in 
Cornwall,  England,  and  in  1849  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic  and  located  in  Bethany,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  or  three  years  spent  in  New  York,  New 
Jersey  and  Canada.  For  many  years  he  has  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  lumbering,  farming  and  stock 
dealing,  and  now  has  one  of  the  very  best  farms  in 
northeastern  Pennsylvania. 


At  Kingston,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Clemo  was  M 
married  July  4,  1852,  to  Miss  Adelia  Broadhead,  H 
daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Van  Buren)  Broad-  H 
head,  the  latter  being  closely  related  to  President  I 
Van  Buren.  Mrs.  Clemo,  who  was  the  eldest  of  a II 
large  family  of  children,  was  born  September  9,  H 
^3 — , and  died  February  22,  1880.  Her  sister  Mar-  ■ 
sena  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Du  Bois,  of  Kings-  ; I 
ton,  N.  Y. ; her  brother  John  was  a Union  soldier,  I 
and  died  in  Bethany,  Penn.  The  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clemo  were  as  follows:  Mary,  born 
April  4,  1855,  died  May  25,  1861  ; Joanna,  born  Oc- 
tober 25,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  S.  B.  Sergent,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township;  Jane,  born  September  18,  1858,  1 
died  April  18,  1859;  Matthew  B.  was  born  March  ; 
23,  i860;  Maria  T.,  born  October  10,  1863,  married  ! 
James  O.  Ried,  and  moved  to  Canada,  where  she 
died  October  21,  1897,  leaving  four  children;  Mary  J 
Jane,  born  April  18,  1867,  died  September  18,  1868;  J 
Emily  FI.,  born  September  7,  1868,  is  the  wife"  of  1 
Horace  Hoyle,  of  Texas  township,  Wayne  county ; 
John  S.,  born  March  1,  1871,  married  Florence  Bun-  j 
nell,  of  Seelyville,  Texas  township;  Stephen,  j 
born  September  2,  1873,  is  a railroad  employe;  and 
Joseph  S.,  born  September  26,  1876,  died  March  28, 
1880.  Mr.  Clemo  is  very  proud  of  his  twenty-four 
grandchildren,  and.  his  first  great-grandchild  named 
Matthew  Clemo,  born  September  30,  18(39.  I11  Mt. 

Pleasant,  October  23,  1880,  he  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Elizabeth  Thomas,  Rev.  Stephen  Jay  offi- 
ciating. She  is  a native  of  Cornwall,  England,  and 
a daughter  of  Richard  and  Ann  (Treloar)  Thomas, 
who  died  in  that  county,  the  former  in  1864,  the  j 
latter  in  1844.  It  was  in  1880  that  Mrs.  Clemo  emi- 
grated to  America.  Our  subject  is  widely  and  fa- 
vorably known  throughout  Wayne  county  and  has 
many  warm  friends.  Fie  is  a very  pronounced 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  most  capably  and  sat- 
isfactorily served  his  fellow  citizens  as  overseer  of 
the  poor  fourteen  years,  and  supervisor  a number  of 
years. 

SAMUEL  N.  SETZER,  one  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty’s ablest  educators,  as  well  as  one  of  its  highly-es- 
teemed and  valued  citizens,  has  spent  most  of  his 
life  in  Jackson  township. 

George  Setzer,  father  of  our  subject,  made 
his  home  there  for  many  years,  and  to  agricultural 
pursuits  gave  his  entire  time  and  attention.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Elizabeth 
Siglin.  After  her  death  he  wedded  Miss  Barbara 
Singer,  a daughter  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  (Brong) 
Singer,  natives  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  where 
the  latter  died.  Soon  after  her  death  Mr.  Singer 
went  to  Eckley,  Penn.,  where  he  passed  away  at 
an  advanced  age.  Both  lived  to  be  quite  old,  and 
throughout  life  he  worked  as  a day  laborer.  Polit- 
ically the  father  of  our  subject  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  was  honored  with  a number 
of  local  offices,  such  as  school  director,  overseer  of 
the  poor,  township  clerk,  inspector  and  judge  of 
election.  He  also  acceptably  served  as  justice  of 
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the  peace  for  seventeen  years,  being  first  appointed 
by  the  governor.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  with  which  he 
was  officially  connected.  He  died  in  December, 
1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  eight  months 
and  twenty-five  days,  and  the  mother,  who  was  a 
native  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county, 
departed  this  life  March  19,  1898,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years,  eleven  months  and  eleven  days. 
To  them  were  born  four  children,  namely : Thomas 
J.,  born  October  22,  1848,  died  December  18,  1849; 
Samuel  N.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of 
birth;  Amanda,  born  May  22,  1855,  is  the  wife  of 
Abram  Hoffner,  of  Jackson  township;  and  Sarah, 
born  April  11,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  Ervin  Prutzman, 
of  Lackawanna  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  N.  Setzer  was  born  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, April  25,  1851,  and  to  a limited  extent  at- 
tended the  common  schools  during  his  boyhood, 
but  secured  his  education  almost  wholly  by  home 
study  and  perseverance.  He  was  a student  in  the 
graded  school  at  Brodheadsville  for  sixteen  weeks, 
under  Prof.  D.  E.  Schevdler,  and  so  well  did  he 
improve  his  opportunities  that  he  was  granted  a 
teacher’s  certificate  in  1872.  For  nineteen  terms 
thereafter  he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Monroe  county — in  Tunkhannock,  Chestnut  Hill, 
Jackson  and  Hamilton  townships.  The  time  not 
occupied  by  his  profession  was  devoted  to  lumber- 
ing. He  now  owns  twenty-four  acres  of  cleared 
land  in  Jackson  township,  on  which  he  is  engaged 
in  farming,  but  is  principally  employed  at  the  car- 
penter’s trade. 

On  May  9,  1874,  Mr.  Setzer  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Susan  Northrup,  a native  of  Chest- 
nut Hill  township,  and  a daughter  of  Joel  and  Mary 
(Bond)  Northrup.  Her  father  was  born  in  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  when  a young  man  came  to 
Monroe  county,  where  his  marriage  was  celebrated. 
He  was  a prosperous  farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, where  his  death  occurred,  and  his  widow  is 
still  living  on  the  old  homestead  there.  In  their 
family  were  five  children : Susan,  wife  of  our  sub- 

ject; Jacob,  who  is  living  on  the  old  home  farm; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Alvin  Ivresge,  of  Chestnut  Hill 
township;  William  H.,  deceased;  and  Amanda  C., 
who  is  with  her  mother.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Setzer 
have  become  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : Mary 

A.,  April  17,  1875;  Laura  F.,  December  15,  1876; 
Sarah  E.,  November  17,  1878;  Georgiana,  March 
24,  1881  ; one  who  died  unnamed,  May  18,  1883  ; 
Jerome  C.,  June  27,  i884;Minerva  J.,  April  6,  1887; 
Maggie  C.,  May  12,  1889;  Mabel  A.  (deceased), 
July  25,  1890;  one  who  died  unnamed,  July  5,  1891  ; 
William  Ervin,  April  17,  1893:  and  Ada  May  (de- 
ceased), December  7,  1895.  Of  those  still  living, 
all  are  at  home  with  the  exception  of  Sarah  E.,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  Johnston  Monsteller,  of  Ham- 
ilton township,  Monroe  county. 

Among  Mr.  Setzer’s  most  cherished  posses- 
sions is  a clock  of  Colonial  style,  which  has  been 


in  the  family  for  several  generations.  Politically 
he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
has  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of 
school  director  six  years,  assessor  two  years,  town- 
ship clerk  two  years,  and  inspector  of  elections  sev- 
eral times.  His  official  duties  have  always  been 
most  promptly  and  faithfully  discharged,  winning 
the  commendation  of  the  entire  community.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Evangel- 
ical Church,  with  which  he  is  also  officially  con- 
nected. 

HIRAM  J.  ROCKWELL,  an  enterprising  and 
successful  agriculturist  of  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the  most  deserving  citizens 
of  the  locality.  But  few  men  in  this  section  have 
had  as  great  obstacles  to  overcome  in  their  way  to 
success,  and  the  account  of  his  life  will  be  read  with 
the  deep  interest  which  follows  any  story  of  earnest 
and  well-directed  effort. 

Mr.  Rockwell  was  born  October  19,  1829,  in 
Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  his 
family  had  long  been  prominent.  His  paternal 
grandparents,  William  and  Mary  Rockwell,  were 
natives  of  Connecticut,  who  settled  upon  a farm  in 
Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  day.  Hiram  Rock- 
well, the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent 
in  this  section.  .In  early  manhood  he  engaged  in 
farming,  which  he  continued  for  many  years,  and 
he  was  also  an  active  worker  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
He  was  married,  at  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county, 
to  Miss  Rebecca  Merrit,  a native  of  Connecticut, 
whose  parents,  William  and  Rebecca  (Lanfer)  Mer- 
rit, came  from  that  State  in  pioneer  times  to  make 
their  home  in  Susquehanna  county.  To  Hiram  and 
Rebecca  Rockwell  the  following  children  were  born : 
Hiram  J.,  our  subject;  Rebecca  J.,  Mrs.  J.  Safford, 
now  deceased ; Harriet  C.,  Mrs.  Albert  Blowers,  de- 
ceased; Elizabeth,  deceased;  Worden,  a farmer  in 
Susquehanna  county ; MaryL., wife  of  Chester  Wright, 
of  Carbondale;  Lydia  A.,  Mrs.  Abraham  Wessels, de- 
ceased ; Almira  C.,  Mrs.  Wilmot;  Joseph,  who  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness ; and  S. 
Corinna,  wife  of  Peter  Eckerson,  of  Iowa.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  January  9,  1877,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine  years,  and  the  father  died  in  May, 
1888,  aged  eighty-four. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  habits  of  industry. 
He  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  when  he  began  to  earn  his 
own  livelihood  by  working  for  neighboring  farmers, 
spending  three  years  with  Orin  Eley,  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  two  years  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  William  Gardner,  and  later  he  worked  at  various 
places  in  the  same  county,  sometimes  as  a farm 
hand  and  sometimes  as  a lumberman  in  the  woods. 
In  1851  he  came  to  Wayne  county,  and  in  1853  was 
married  in  Clinton  township,  for  his  first  wife,  to 
Miss  Phoebe  Etta  Buckland.  Settling  upon  a farm 
in  Wayne  county,  he  engaged  in  lumbering  in  con- 
nection with  his  agricultural  work,  and  in  i860  he 
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removed  to  his  present  farm  near  V arden,  where, 
by  energetic  work  in  clearing  and  improving, 
he  lias  made  himself  a comfortable  home.  He  has 
been  prominent  in  all  social  and  religious  move- 
ments in  his  locality,  and  he  is  a leading  worker  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  South  Canaan, 
having  served  as  Sunday-school  superintendent  for 
several  terms.  For  six  years  he  has  held  the  office  of 
school  director.  His  first  wife  died  in  June,  1857,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  leaving  no  children. 
She  was  a daughter  of  lielden  and  Henrietta  Buck- 
land,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  settled  in  the  early 
times  in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
her  father  was  a prominent  farmer.  On  July  3, 
i860,  Mr.  Rockwell  was  married  at  Honesdale  to 
Mrs.  Rebecca  A.  (McMinn)  Griffing,  by  whom  he 
has  had  six  children : Elbert  L.  is  deceased ; Eliza- 
beth was  first  married  to  Charles  McIntyre,  and  after 
his  decease  to  Charles  Gillett,  of  Windsor,  N.  Y. ; 
Henry  U.  married  Miss  Sarah  Chesworth,  of  Wy- 
oming, Penn.,  and  resides  at  Lake  Ariel,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  carpentering  and  farming;  Olive  J. 
is  the  wife  of  David  Treslar,  of  Lake  Ariel,  Penn.; 
Hiram  H.,  noiv  deceased,  married  Miss  Dora  Loftus, 
of  Scranton,  Penn. ; James  W.  is  living  at  Scranton. 

Mrs.  Rockwell  is  a native  of  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  is  a great-grand- 
daughter of  Thomas  McMinn,  who  came  from  Scot- 
land in  1772,  and  located  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  later 
removing  to  a farm  in  Delaware  county,  in  same 
State.  Her  grandfather,  Major  James  McMinn, 
met  a soldier’s  death  in  the  war  of  1812,  leaving  a 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susan  Fish,  and  three 
children : Harrison,  James,  and  Susan.  Harrison 
McMinn,  Mrs.  Rockwell’s  father,  was  born  in  1807 
at  Ivortright,  N.  Y.,  and  same  to  Wayne  county  in 
1825  to  work  on  the  Gravity  railroad.  In  1829  he 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Jaggers,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Jaggers,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a pioneer 
farmer  of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county. 
She  died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years, 
and  he  passed  away  in  April,  1893,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years,  both  being  buried  in  the  Canaan 
cemetery.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists 
of  South  Canaan  township  in  his  day,  and  he  took  an 
active  part  in  all  progressive  movements,  he  and  his 
wife  being  much  esteemed  for  their  excellent  quali- 
ties of  character.  Of  their  children,  James  R.,  is  a 
farmer  near  Jackson,  Penn. ; William  H.  is  a ma- 
chinist at  Carbondale  ; Roseanna  died  in  childhood  ; 
Hannah  M.  married  Squire  W.  H.  Moore,  a farmer 
in  South  Canaan  township ; Richard  Elbert  resides 
at  South  Canaan  Corners,  and  at  present  holds  the 
office  of  assistant  postmaster ; Susan  E.  died  in 
childhood ; George  H.,  a resident  of  Carbondale,  has 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Gravity  railroad  for  twen- 
ty-seven years ; and  Adelia  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Bloes,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  a baggagemaster  of  the 
Erie  & Wyoming  railroad.  Mrs.  Rockwell  was 
first  married  to  Henry  Griffing,  who  died  in  1857, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  eleven  months,  and 
seven  days,  his  remains  being  interred  at  Old  Ca- 


naan Corners.  The  only  child  of  their  union, 
Eleanor  S.,  died  in  infancy,  and  is  buried  beside  her 
father. 

HON.  WILLIAM  B.  GUINNIP,  a well- 
known  general  merchant  of  Damascus  township, 
Wayne  county,  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  commercial  interests  of  that  township  for  the 
past  ten  years,  and  also  oversees  the  operation  of  a 
fine  farm  there.  He  is  a man  of  keen  perception, 
of  great  sagacity  and  unbounded  enterprise,  and 
these  characteristics  have  been  important  factors 
in  his  success,  while  his  integrity  and  reliability 
have  won  for  him  an  honorable  position  among  his 
fellow  men. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty was  our  subject’s  grandfatner,  David  Guinnip, 
a son  of  George  Guinnip.  He  afterward  removed 
to  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married  Per- 
melia  Dunn,  a daughter  of  William  Dunn,  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y.,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering.  David  Guinnip 
continued  to  reside  in  New  York  for  a number  of 
years,  but  he  finally  returned  to  Wayne  county, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  He 
was  a lumberman,  owning  and  operating  a sawmill. 
Politically  he  was  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  took 
quite  a prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  serving  in 
several  township  offices.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  She 
departed  this  life  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninetv 
years.  In  their  family  were  eight  children,  of 
whom  six  are  still  living:  William  D.,  Mary, 

Caroline,  Catherine,  Jane  and  George.  Erastus  and 
Mathias  are  deceased. 

William  D.  Guinnip,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  July  2,  1821,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  remained 
at  home,  assisting  his  father,  until  he  was  twenty- 
two  years  old,  when  he  started  out  in  the  world  to 
make  his  own  living-.  The  greater  part  of  his  life 
he  has  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business.  He 
helped  to  draw  the  lumber  to  build  the  first  bridge 
across  the  Delaware  river  at  Narrowsburg,  and 
well  remembers  plowing  where  that  thriving  town 
now  is.  In  1843  he  married  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Knapp,  a native  of  Bethel,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Huldah  (Corwin)  Knapp, 
who  were  also  born  in  the  Empire  State.  Only 
two  children  were  born  of  this  union : William 

B.,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch;  and  Louisa 
Jane,  wife  of  Milton  L.  Skinner,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  sawmill  business  at  Milanville,  Penn.  The 
father  is  a firm  Democrat  in  politics,  an  earnest  ad- 
vocate of  the  Monroe  doctrine,  and  for  several 
years  has  most  efficiently  served  as  a justice  of  the 
peace;  he  has  also  been  supervisor  and  school  di- 
rector. He  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  they  are  numbered  among 
the  most  highly  esteemed  and  honored  citizens  of 
their  community. 

I he  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  October 
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31,  1850,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the 
Prompton  Normal  and  the  schools  01  Monticello, 
N.  Y.  In  early  life  he  took  up  the  profession  of 
teaching,  which  he  successfully  followed  for  sev- 
eral years,  but  for  the  past  decade  he  has  been 
interested  in  mercantile  pursuits,  conducting  a good 
general  store  at  Atco.  By  fair  and  honorable  deal- 
ing, and  courteous  treatment  of  customers,  he  has 
succeeded  in  building  up  a large  trade,  which  is 
constantly  increasing,  and  in  1895  erected  a new 
store  24x52  feet  in  dimensions,  fie  resides  upon  a 
farm,  and  here  hospitality  reigns  supreme,  the  many 
friends  of  the  family  always  being  sure  of  a hearty 
welcome. 

On  May  24,  1876,  Mr.  Guinnip  married  Flor- 
ence R.  Scudder.  tier  father,  Isaiah  Scuduer,  was 
born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  March  26,  1808,  a 
son  of  Obediah  and  Peace  (Corbin)  Scudder,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  that  State.  By  trade  he 
was  a tanner,  and  in  1848  he  removed  to  Pquinunk, 
where  he  built  a large  tannery.  In  1852  lie  erected 
the  High  Lake  tannery,  which  cost  $30,  000,  selling 
it  in  1856  and  removing  to  Equinunk,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. In  1833  he  married  Margaret  Hadsell,  a native 
of  New  \ork,  whose  father  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier.  They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  are  living,  besides  Mrs.  Guinnip : 
Isaiah,  a carpenter,  at  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; Horner 
A.,  a railroad  contractor,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. ; 
Harriet  S..  wife  of  Charles  F.  Rockwell,  of  Hones - 
dale;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  the  late  Dr.  Jonas  Starnes, 
a surgeon  in  the  Civil  war,  who  died  at  Burton 
Barracks,  Mo.,  in  1864;  and  Charlotte  A.,  wife  of 
Judge  Thomas  F.  Ham,  of  Wauseon,  Fulton  Co., 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Scudder  died  August  6,  1876.  and  for 
the  past  ten  years  Mr.  Scudder  has  made  his  home 
with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Guinnip.  Politically  he 
is  identified  with  the  Republicans,  and  socially  he 
is  one  of  the  principal  members  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
Lodge  at  Bethany,  while  in  religious  faith  lie  has 
been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  over 
sixty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guinnip  have  a family 
of  four  children : Mabel  G.,  a student  in  the 

Stroudsburg  Normal  School ; Sadie  L.,  Milton  W. 
and  Ruth. 

Mr.  Guinnip  is  a recognized  leader  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  his  community,  and  he 
has  not  only  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  local  offices 
of  honor  and  trust,  but  in  1884-85  was  elected  to 
represent  his  county  in  the  State  Legislature.  His 
loyalty  as  a citizen  and  his  devotion  to  his  coun- 
try's interests  have  ever  been  among  his  marked 
characteristics,  and  the  community  is  fortunate  that 
numbers  him  among  its  citizens. 

THOMAS  MILLER,  a representative  farmer 
of  Monroe  county,  is  actively  engaged  in  his  profita- 
ble occupation  on  his  homestead  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, where  his  energetic  labors  in  developing  the 
wild  land  into  a well  cultivated  and  productive  farm 
have  met  with  due  reward.  He  is  a native  of  the 
county,  born  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  February 


-6,  1837,  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  its  prom- 
inent pioneer  families.  His  paternal  grandfather 
spent  ins  entire  life,  and  for  many  years  carried  on 
business  in  Chestnut  Hill  township  as  a cooper  and 
farmer. 

Jacob  Miller,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  in  1800,  and  was  there 
reared  to  manhood.  He  purchased  a farm  of  about 
200  acres,  and  during  the  summer  months  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  while  the  winter  season  was 
devoted  to  the  cooper’s  trade.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions he  was  a strong  Democrat.  In  his  native 
township  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Kresge,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Kresge.  She  was  born 
in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  and  died  in  Jackson 
township,  Monroe  county,  in  1865,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-rive  years;  he  departed  this  life  in  1859  at 
the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  The  children  born  to 
this  worthy  couple  were : Mary,  wife  of  Frederick 

Doll,  of  Jackson  township;  Samuel,  a farmer  of 
Chestnut  Hill  township;  JLnzabeth,  wife  of  Joseph 
Franz,  of  Jackson  township;  Sally  Ann,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Felker,  of  Jackson  township;  Jacob 
(deceased),  who  was  a farmer  of  Jackson  township ; 
Joshua,  deceased,  who  was  a farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill 
township ; Catherine,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years;  Jonas,  who  was  killed  near  Spottsylvania 
during  the  Civil  war;  Thomas,  the  subject  of  this 
review;  Hannah,  wife  of  William  Smith,  of  New- 
field,  N.  Yd  ; and  Barbara,  also  a resident  of  New 
York  State. 

During  his  youth  Thomas  Miller  had  the  ad- 
vantages of  a common-school  education,  and  upon 
the  home  farm  obtained  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  commenced  working  in 
the  lumber  woods  in  the  northern  part  of  Monroe 
county,  and  was  there  employed  for  fifteen  winters. 
In  the  meantime,  in  1861,  he  was  married  in  Jack- 
son  township  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Rinker,  who  was 
born  in  that  township,  November  19,  1843,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Rinker.  Five  children  bless  this  union : 
Francis,  a farm  hand  living  in  Lackawanna  county, 
Penn.,  has  been  married,  but  his  wife  is  now  de- 
ceased ; Eugene  is  a stable-boss  at  the  mines  of  Pitts- 
ton,  Penn. ; William  is  a farmer  living  near  Ithaca, 
N.  Y.  ; Milton  is  a resident  of  Lackawanna  county, 
Penn.;  and  Richard  is  at  home  assisting  his  father. 

In  the  spring  of  1864  Mr.  Miller  offered  his 
services  to  his  country,  enlisting  in  Company  I,  51st 
P.  V.  I.,  with  which  he  served  until  the  war  was 
over.  He  went  with  his  regiment  to  Virginia,  and 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsyl- 
vania Court  House,  Weldon  Railroad,  and  the  en- 
gagements round  Petersburg,  but  was  in  hospital  at 
the  time  of  Gen.  Lee's  surrender.  Soon  after  his  re- 
turn home  Mr.  Miller  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Jackson  township,  which  he  began  to  improve,  but 
later  sold  the  original  purchase  and  bought  an- 
other farm  in  .the  same  township.  He  has  nearly 
eighty  acres  of  this  place  cleared  and  under  culti- 
vation, and  in  1892  he  erected  thereon  a pleasant 
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residence  at  a cost  of  $1,000.  His  time  and  atten- 
tion is  now  devoted  exclusively  to  general  farming 
and  stock  raising,  and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appear- 
ance of  his  place  bears  testimony  to  his  industry  and 
careful  management.  In  politics,  he  is  a true  Re- 
publican, heartily  supporting  the  principles  of  that 
,party,  and  in  religious  faith  both  he  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  are  Lutherans. 

ISAAC  R.  KIMBLE.  The  subject  of  this 
review  is  one  whose  history  touches  the  pioneer 
epoch  in  the  annals  of  Wayne  county,  and  whose 
days  have  been  an  integral  part  of  that  indissolu- 
ble chain  which  links  the  early  formative  period 
with  that  of  latter-day  progress  and  prosperity. 
He  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  at  Middle  Creek, 
January  i,  1825,  and  is  a representative  of  one  of 
its  most  honored  pioneer  families,  his  father  being 
Asa  Kimble,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  region. 

Asa  Kimble  was  a native  of  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  and  a son  of  Ephraim  Kimble,  while  his  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Abigail  Pellet,  was 
born  in  the  same  county,  and  was  a daughter  of 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  In  their  family  were 
seven  children,  namely:  Nancy,  wife  of  E.  W. 

Genung;  Ephraim,  who  died  in  Dyberry,  Wayne 
county ; George,  who  died  in  Oregon  township ; 
John  P.,  who  died  in  Texas  township;  Isaac  R. ; 
William,  a resident  of  Dyberry  township ; and  Mar- 
tin, of  the  same  township.  The  father  departed 
this  life  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  the  mother 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  was  not 
spent  in  idleness,  for  there  was  much  pioneer  work 
to  be  done  upon  the  home  farm,  and  at  an  early  age 
he  began  to  assist  in  clearing,  cultivating  and  im- 
proving the  wild  land.  Agricultural  pursuits  have 
occupied  the  greater  part  of  his  time,  but  for  thirty 
years  he  also  worked  in  a sawmill,  and  is  now  as- 
sociated with  his  son,  F.  C.,  in  the  operation  of  a 
mill.  In  1852  he  went  to  California,  with  the  hope 
of  securing  a fortune  more  quickly  than  it  could 
be  obtained  in  the  East.  Sailing  from  New  York 
City,  he  proceeded  to  the  Pacific  slope  by  way  of 
the  Panama  route,  and  located  in  Mariposa  county, 
Cal.,  where  he  was  employed  for  four  and  one-half 
months  in  a saw  mill,  receiving  $100  per  1,000  feet 
for  cutting  redwood  lumber.  After  a year  spent 
in  the  West  he  returned  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
and  now  owns  and  successfully  operates  a fine  farm 
of  237  acres  in  Lebanon  township,  through  which 
runs  a brook,  and  which  is  equipped  with  a good 
set  of  farm  buildings. 

In  1857  Mr.  Kimble  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Scantleberry,  a native  of  England, 
and  a daughter  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Scantle- 
berry, both  of  whom  died  in  Wayne  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kimble- have  two  sons:  Franklin  C., 

born  September  21,  i860,  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Wayne  county,  and  married  Lucy  E.  Baker, 
daughter  of  George  Baker.  They  have  one  daugh- 


ter, Clara.  Calvin  P.,  the  younger  son  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  1865,  and  is  now  a railroad  man, 
residing  in  Carbondale,  Penn.  He  married  Kate 
Roadknight,  and  has  two  children — Alice  and  Will- 
iam. The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1892,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-two  years.  Politically  Mr.  Kimble  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  a deep  and 
commendable  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  is  a 
frank,  genial  man,  a "hail  fellow  well  met,”  whose 
cordial  hospitality  befits  an  old  lumberman  and 
Californian. 

JONAS  HAY,  who  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Tobyhanna 
township,  Monroe  county,  for  several  years,  is  a 
native  of  that  county,  born  in  Jackson  township, 
January  24,  1836,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  Hay, 
whose  sketch  is  given  in  connection  with  that  of 
Samuel  H.  Hay.  Our  subject  is  third  in  the  order 
of  birth  in  a family  of  eight  children,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  William,  born  December  18,  1833, 
is  now  living  in  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn. ; 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1834,  is  deceased;  Rachel,  born 
May  21,  1840,  is  the  wife  of  William  Bonser ; Sam- 
uel H.  and  Sally  Ann  (twins)  were  born  March 
30,  1843;  Mary,  born  November  29,  1845,  is  the 
widow  of  Joseph  Bonser;  and  Charles,  born  June  30, 
1848. 

When  ten  years  old  Jonas  Hay  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Tobyhanna  town- 
ship, where  he  was  reared.  His  educational  priv- 
ileges were  very  meager,  as  he  was  able  to  attend 
the  common  schools  only  to  a limited  extent.  He 
continued  to  work  for  his  father  in  the  lumber 
woods,  and  on  the  home  farm  until  he  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-six.  His  father  owned  large  tracts 
of  land,  and  also  cut  millions  of  feet  of  lumber 
from  land  that  no  one  had  laid  claim  to.  Our  sub- 
ject’s first  independent  effort  in  life  was  the  opera- 
tion of  the  sawmill,  where  he  manufactured  lumber 
for  four  years.  Subsequently  he  again  worked  in 
the  lumber  woods,  and  has  followed  lumbering 
longer  than  any  other  man  now  living  in  Toby- 
hanna or  Coolbaugh  townships.  After  following 
that  occupation  for  eighteen  consecutive  years,  in 
1866  lie  bought  fifty-five  acres  of  wild  land  in 
Tobyhanna  township,  and  has  since  cleared  thirty 
acres  and  placed  it  under  excellent  cultivation.  In 
1868  he  erected  thereon  a house,  which  in  1894  was 
replaced  by  his  present  comfortable  residence,  the 
material  for  which  cost  $1,000,  while  he  did  all  the 
work  himself,  being  a carpenter  by  trade.  A part 
of  his  time  is  still  devoted  to  carpenter  work,  and 
the  remainder  to  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 

At  Wilkes  Barre,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Hay  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Overbeck,  a 
native  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Overbeck.  She  died  on  the  28th 
of  August,  1874,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three 
years,  six  months  and  twenty-four  days.  There 
were  two  children  born  of  this  union:  Joseph  E., 
born  June  30,  1865,  married  Alice  Dunlap,  and  is 
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living  in  Tobyhanna  township;  and  Mary  Emma, 
born  October  2,  1866,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years, 
five  months  and  seventeen  days.  Mr.  Hay  was 
again  married  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  March  25,  1875, 
his  second  union  being  with'  Miss  Ellen  Utt,  who 
was  born  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county, 
October  30,  1849,  a daughter  of  Charles  Utt.  Five 
children  came  of  the  second  mariage : Aaron,  born 
' November  4,  1876,  is  at  home;  Effie,  born  Decem- 
ber 8,  1879,  diecl  May  17,  1897  ; Jerome,  born  March 
30,  1882,  Lillie,  born  December  10,  1883,  and  Gro- 
ver, born  October  10,  1886,  are  all  at  home. 

At  the  polls  Mr.  Hay  always  votes  the  straight 
Democratic  ticket,  and  he  has  served  as  inspector 
of  election  and  as  supervisor  two  years.  Pie  is  a 
member  of  Church,  and  expects  soon  to  join  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

CHARLES  CHRISTIAN,  who  resides  upon 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  desirable  farms  in 
Smithfield  township,  has  for  many  years  been  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  part  of  Monroe 
county,  prominently  identified  with  various  interests 
in  its  civic,  social,  educational  and  religious  life, 
and  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
locality  of  his  borne. 

Mr.  Christian  is  a native  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship. born  in  1837,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Mary 
(Hill)  Christian.  His  grandfather,  John  Chris- 
tian, settled  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  followed  his 
trade,  that  of  blacksmith,  for  a number  of  years, 
spending  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  Monroe  county 
with  bis  son  James,  who  was  the  only  one  of  his 
six  children  to  leave  New  Jersey.  James  Chris- 
tian was  born  in  March,  1806,  in  Hunterdon  coun- 
ty., N.  J.,  and  when  a young  man  removed  thence 
to  Monroe  county,  Penn., locating  first  near  the  Del- 
aware Water  Gap.  He  later  purchased  a farm  in 
Middle  Smithfield,  where  he  died  in  1843.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Hill,  who  was  also  a native  of  Hunterdon 
county,  N.  J.,  born  in  1809,  a daughter  of  John  Hill, 
and  after  her  husband’s  death  she  purchased  a small 
farm  in  Smithfield,  where  she  reared  her  six  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  reached  maturity.  Mrs.  Chris- 
tian occupied  this  home  until  her  death  in  1886. 
Of  the  family,  Lucinda,  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1828, 
married  George  Merrick,  of  Carbon  county,  Penn., 
and  they  made  their  home  at  Mauch  Chunk,  where 
she  died  leaving  two  children.  Harriet,  born  in 
1830  in  New  Jersey,  was  first  married  to  Adam 
Smith,  and  they  lived  in  Smithfield,  where  he  died, 
leaving  three  children,  Maria,  Eliza  and  Amzi ; her 
second  mariage  was  to  Martin  Transue,  of  Smith- 
field,  in  which  township  they  reside,  near  Shawnee, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  two  children,  Flora 
(Mrs.  Byron  Detrick)  and  Caroline  (Mrs.  Will- 
iam Snyder),  both  of  Monroe  county.  John  Chris- 
tian, born  in  New  Jersey  in  1832,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years.  Charles  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth.  Caroline,  born  in  1839  at  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  is  the  wife  of  H.  S.  Drake,  who  is  justice  of 
the  peace  in  Stroudsburg;  they  have  a family  of  five 


children,  Jennie,  Mary,  Charles,  Alice  and  John. 
Sarah  M.,  born  in  1840  in  Middle  Smithfield,  is  the 
wife  of  John  Custard,  and  has  four  children,  Henry, 
Katie,  Joseph  and  Mary;  their  home  is  in  Tunk- 
hannock,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.  Mary  Etta,  born 
in  1843,  resides  in  Middle  Smithfield,  and  is  mar- 
ried to  E.  O.  Cortwright ; they  have  no  children. 

Charles  Christian  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
home  farm  in  Smithfield,  during  his  boyhood  attend- 
ipg  the  local  public  schools,  where  he  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  common  branches. 
When  a young  man  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  later  returning  to  his  studies  and  attending 
the  academic  schools  of  Monroe  county,  where  he 
completed  his  preparation  for  the  teacher’s  profes- 
sion, in  which  he  was  engaged  almost  every 
winter  from  1858  to  1885.  Pie  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  instructors  in  the  public  schools  of 
Monroe  county,  and  lie  taught  in  one  district  in 
Smithfield  for  twenty-two  successive  years,  a 
record  which  speaks  for  itself,  and  testifies  more 
substantially  to  his  ability  and  popularity  than  mere 
words  could.  However,  it  is  not  only  in  his  pro- 
fession that  Mr.  Christian  has  had  opportunities 
for  the  display  of  those  qualities  of  head  and  heart 
which  have  entitled  him  to  a high  standing  among 
the  best  citizens  of  his  community.  His  fellow- 
men,  recognizing  his  fitness  for  public  office,  have 
called  upon  him  time  and  again  to  serve  in  various 
positions  of  trust  in  the  township,  and  he  has  served 
ably  in  almost  every  office  in  the  gift  of  his  towns- 
men, having  served  for  twelve  years  as  school  direc- 
tor, during  which  time  he  has  also  acted  as  secre- 
tary of  the  board.  He  was  elected  jury  commis- 
sioner for  three  years.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Mr. 
Christian’s  personality  has  had  much  to  do  with  the 
esteem  and  regard  which  has  been  accorded  him  on 
every  side,  for  he  is  a man  worthy  the  honors  be- 
stowed upon  him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and  his 
intelligence  and  executive  ability  have  made  them- 
selves felt  in  every  enterprise  in  which  he  has  had 
a hand,  more  espcially  the  projects  calculated  to 
advance  the  general  welfare  of  his  town. 

Mr.  Christian  was  married,  in  1858,  to  Miss 
Cornelia  A.  Custard,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Catherine  Custard,  who  were  formerly  residents  of 
Pike  county,  Penn.,  but  removed  to  Monroe  county 
and  settled  in  Smithfield,  where  they  died.  After  his 
marriage  he  bought  his  mother's  farm  in  Smithfield, 
which  he  cultivated  during  the  summer  season,  fol- 
lowing his  profession  in  the  winter  time,  as  above 
stated,  and  here  he  made  his  home  until  1867,  when 
he  purchased  the  place  he  has  since  occupied,  the 
Benjamin  Custard  farm.  He  has  erected  a fine 
two-storv  residence  and  other  substantial  buildings 
on  this  property,  which  is  one  of  the  best  kept  and 
most  valuable  in  the  section,  and  his  peach  orchard 
is  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  Monroe  county. 
He  has  over  2,000  trees  in  one  body,  raising  also 
apples  and  other  fruit,  and  he  sells  large  quantities 
every  year.  The  location  of  the  Christian  farm, 
on  the  high  ground  between  the  Delaware  river  and 
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Marshalls  Creek,  is  an  enviable  one,  commanding 
as  it  does  one  of  the  finest  views  of  the  surrounding 
country  in  Monroe  county ; from  this  high  point 
Port  Jervis,  forty  miles  distant,  may  be  seen,  as  well 
as  Pocono  mountain  and  the  noted  DelawareWater 
Gap.  The  locality  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  and 
healthful  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  every 
summer  Mr.  Christian  and  his  worthy  wife  entertain 
many  guests  from  Philadelphia,  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  in  their  beautiful  home,  which  is  certainly 
a most  delightful  place  to  spend  the  warm  season. 
Mr.  Christian  has,  by  untiring  energy  and  good  man- 
agement, brought  his  farm  into  a most  profitable  con- 
dition of  fertility,  attaining  no  meaner  degree  of 
success  in  his  agricultural  work  than  he  made  in 
other  lines. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  of  whom  we  have  the  following  record: 
Lvdia  A.,  born  in  1859,  received  her  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  married  John  Frederick,  of 
Delaware  W ater  Gap ; they  now  reside  in  Smith- 
field  with  their  family  of  nine  children,  Charles, 
Jay,  Laura,  Clara,  Edith,  Elmer,  John,  Elsie  and 
Bertha.  Henry  IT,  born  in  1861,  completed  his 
education  in  the  Millersville  (Penn.)  State  Nor- 
mal School,  and  has  since  been  successfully  engaged 
in  the  teacher's  profession,  at  present  holding  the 
position  of  principal  of  the  East  Stroudsburg  and 
Delaware  Water  Gap  high  schools;  he  married 
Miss  Katie  Newheart,  of  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and 
they  make  their  home  on  a farm  in  Smithfield  which 
he  purchased  in  1897;  they  have  four  children  liv- 
ing, Charles,  Joseph,  Cornelia  and  Rodger;  Gilbert 
died  in  childhood.  Mary  Olive  Christian,  born  in 
1867,  received  her  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  for  her  first  husband  wedded  William  Lander, 
of  Smithfield,  with  whom  she  removed  to  Oregon ; 
she  later  married  William  Stewart,  and  they  reside 
in  East  Stroudsburg ; she  has  four  children,  Ern- 
est, Ruth,  Amzi  and  Ethel.  John  S.  Christian,  born 
in  1872,  married  Miss  Minnie  Strenk,  of  Smith- 
field,  and  they  live  with  his  parents ; they  have  one 
child,  W.  Lloyd  Garrison.  Robert  H.  Christian, 
born  in  1881,  is  still  under  the  parental  roof.  Re- 
ligiously Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  are  active  members 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  whose  welfare  and  interest 
they  have  always  been  zealous  workers.  His  polit- 
ical sympathies  are  with  the  Democratic  party,  but 
he  is  liberal  in  that  as  in  other  matters. 

1 his  record  would  not  be  complete  without 
some  mention  of  Mr.  Christian’s  service  in  the  Civil 
war.  In  1865.  under  Abraham  Lincoln’s  last  call 
for  volunteers,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  214th 
P.  V.  I.,  was  sworn  into  service  at  Philadelphia,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  Winchester,  marching  under 
Gen.  Hancock.  About  the  time  of  Lee’s  surrender 
Mr.  Christian’s  command  was  held  at  Winchester, 
doing  guard  duty  there  until  Toly,  when  they  were 
marched  to  Washington  and  held  as  guard  for  gov- 
ernment property  until  March,  1866.  Mr.  Chris- 
tian received  an  honorable  discharge,  leaving  the 
service  with  the  rank  of  sergeant. 


LOUIS  FAUCHERE  (deceased),  founder  of 
the  “Hotel  Fauchere,”  at  Milford,  Pike  county,  was 
for  many  years  a leading  resident  of  that  thriving 
little  city,  and  his  name  will  always  be  associated 
with  its  development  and  growth.  He  was  a man 
of  rare  energy  and  fine  talents,  and  was  uniformly 
successful  in  any  line  of  effort  which  he  chose  to 
undertake,  bis  later  prosperity  being  the  result  of  his 
own  industry  and  judicious  management. 

Mr.  Fauchere  was  born  March  4,  1823,  at  Ver- 
bey,  Switzerland,  and  was  one  of  a family  of  thir- 
teen children,  but  tw'O  of  whom,  our  subject  and 
his  only  brother,  Alphonse  L.  Fauchere,  came  to 
America.  The  father  died  when  Louis  was  but 
two  and  one-half  years  old,  leaving  a large  proper- 
ty ; the  mother  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  dying  in 
Switzerland.  Alphonse  L.  Fauchere  became  a 
wealthy  business  man  in  New  York  City,  and  for 
a number  of  years  operated  the  large  marble- 
cutting works  of  Fauchere,  Batterson  & Co. 

Louis  Fauchere  was  reared  by  his  mother  up 
to  the  age  of  fifteen,  when  he  began  his  apprentice- 
ship as  a cook,  being  afterward  employed  in 
various  prominent  hotels  in  Switzerland  In 
1851  he  came  to  America,  and. on  landing  in  New 
York,  on  June  2,  he  found  employment  as  chef  in 
Delmonico’s  hotel  and  restaurant, ' where  he  re- 
mained two  years.  He  then  spent  five  years  as  chef 
at  the  “Delavan  House,”  at  Albany,  a noted  hotel, 
and  during  this  time  passed  three  summers  at  the 
“Fort  William  Henry  Hotel,”  on  Lake  George.  On 
returning  to  New  York  City  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  and  conducted  a French 
restaurant  and  hotel  until  March  1,  1867,  when  he 
removed  to  Milford,  Penn.  There  he  purchased 
a small  hotel  and  saloon  property,  known  as  ihe 
“Van  Gorden  & La  Bar”  place,  and  began  con- 
ducting it,  making  improvements  from  time  to  time 
as  business  increased  under  his  careful  manage- 
ment. In  1880  he  built  the  present  handsome  and 
commodious  hotel,  containing  twenty-four  sleep- 
ing rooms  and  other  apartments,  including  a beau- 
tiful dining-room  at  the  rear  of  the  house  enclosed 
with  glass  and  commanding  a pleasing-  view. 
There  are  two  cottages  on  the  premises,  one  of 
frame,  with  six  rooms,  and  the  other  of  brick,  with 
twelve  rooms,  and  during  the  summer  season  the 
place  is  so  well  patronized  by  appreciative  guests 
from  the  city  that  these  cottages  are  kept  constantly 
occupied  by  those  who  cannot  be  accommodated  in 
the  main  building.  Until  a year  previous  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  September  11,  1893,  Mr. 
Fauchere  had  personal  charge  of  the  establishment, 
but  it  has  since  been  conducted  by  his  only  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Marie  Tissot,  a lady  of  marked  executive 
ability  and  pleasing  manners,  under  whose  ad- 
ministration the  house  more  than  maintains  its  old 
popularity.  Mr.  Fauchere  was  a Democrat  in  po- 
litical sentiment. 

On  November  16,  1846,  Mr.  Fauchere  was 
married  in  Switzerland  to  Rosalie  Perrochet,  daugh- 
ter of  Francois  H.  Perrochet  (a  prominent  dis- 
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tiller),  and  his  wife  Henriette  (Rochat).  Mrs. 
Fauchere,  who  was  born  July  2,  1823,  now  resides 
with  her  daughter,  who  cares  for  her  in  her  de- 
j dining  years.  Mrs.  Tissot  was  born  May  4,  1848, 
in  Switzerland,  and  was  married  (first)  to  Alfred 
Choi,  a noted  comedian  much  older  than  herself, 
who  died  in  Paris  in  1875,  while  on  a business  trip. 
On  November  6,  1886,  she  was  married  at  Brook- 
1 lyn,  N.  Y.,  to  Flenri  Tissot,  also  a native  of  Switzer- 
land. She  had  four  children  by  her  first  marriage: 
Louise,  wife  of  Percy  Lyman,  of  Oranpe,  N.  J., 
who  has  two  children,  Annette  and  Percy,  Jr.; 
Louis  and  Rose,  who  died  in  childhood ; and  War- 
ren, who  now  assists  his  mother  in  the  hotel  (he 
married  Bessie  Heller,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Marie  and  Margaret). 

FIenri  Tissot  was  born  April  9,  1841,  son  of 
Charles  Edward  and  Adele  (Nicolet)  Tissot,  na- 
tives of  Switzerland.  His  father,  who  conducted 
an  old  watch-case  factory,  died  in  1869,  aged  sev- 
enty years,  and  his  mother  died  in  1867,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight.  They  had  the  following  children : 
Fanny  (a  resident  of  Switzerland),  Marie,  Eliza- 
beth, Henri,  Adelle,  Juliette  and  Charles.  Flenri 
Tissot  learned  the  trade  of  watch-case  maker  in 
Switzerland,  and  after  coming  to  America  in  1881 
was  employed  for  a time  in  a factory  in  New  York 
City.  Later  he  came  to  Milford,  where  he  worked 
about  fifteen  months  in  the  watch-case  factory,  but 
since  1883  he  has  been  connected  with  the  hotel. 
He  takes  a keen  interest  in  the  questions  of  the  day, 
and  politically  he  is  a stanch  Democrat. 

EDGAR  H.  SWINGLE  is  a prominent  agri- 
culturist of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  by  his  industry  and  skillful  management  has 
brought  his  farm  to  a high  state  of  cultivation,  while 
as  a citizen  he  has  gained  in  a high  degree  the 
esteeem  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 

Mr.  Swingle  comes  of  a pioneer  ancestry,  and 
on  the  paternal  side  is  a descendant  of  Hans  Ulrich 
Swingle,  who  came  from  Switzerland  in  Colonial 
times,  and  after  residing  for  some  years  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  located  in  1873  in  what  is  now  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  bought 
four  hundred  acres  of  land.  There  he  and  his  wife, 
Mary  (Shaffer),  passed  their  remaining  days,  their 
home  being  a primitive  log  cabin  surrounded  at 
first  by  dense  forests  which  were  gradually  cleared 
as  time  passed.  Their  son  Frederick,  our  subject  s 
great-grandfather,  engaged  in  the  hotel  business 
in  the  same  locality,  the  conditions  in  his  day  being 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  had  to  travel  to  East- 
on, Penn.,  sixtv  miles  distant,  to  do  his  "trading. 
Frederick  Swingle  and  his  wife,  Susannah  (Enslin), 
had  the  following  children:  Jacob,  Moses,  Levi, 
Benjamin.  Charles,  Elijah  B.,  Annie,  Polly  (wife  of 
Richard  Beers),  and  one  who  met  an  accidental 
death  in  childhood. 

Tacob  Swingle,  our  subject's  grandfather,  mar- 
ried Susan  Shaffer,  daughter  of  Moses  and.  Mary 
Shaffer,  of  South  Canaan  township,  and  they  had 


five  children : Chauncey,  who  is  mentioned  below ; 
Frederick,  a resident  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county, 
and  an  employe  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co. ; 
Matilda,  deceased ; Francis,  a farmer  in  South 
Canaan  township ; and  Rebecca,  wife  of  Elmer 
Enslin,  also  a farmer  in  that  township.  Jacob 
Swingle  died  in  1818,  and  his  widow  married  Moses 
Springer,  who  died  in  1867,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Abe  Enslin,  a farmer  near 
Georgetown,  Wayne  county. 

Chauncey  Swingle,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  July  15,  1827,  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, and  is  now  living  in  retirement  there  upon  his 
farm.  He  has  been  active  and  influential  in  local 
affairs  and  in  the  Democratic  organization  in  his 
township,  and  served  eight  years  as  constable  and 
the  same  length  of  time  as  supervisor.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a Methodist.  On  December  25,  1846, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Sloat,  and  the 
following  children  were  born  of  the  union : Edgar 
FI.,  our  subject;  Merilla,  deceased;  Amron,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Odell,  and  resides  upon  a farm 
in  South  Canaan  township;  Franklin  and  Anna  M., 
both  deceased ; and  Mamie,  unmarried,  who  is  at 
home  with  her  parents.  Our  subject’s  mother  was 
born  in  March,  1829,  in  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Stevens)  Sloat, 
who  came  in  1831  to  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  her  father  followed  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  for  many  years.  She  was  the  youngest  in  the 
family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  are  mentioned : 
Maria,  who  married  a Mr.  Odell ; George  and 
James,  deceased ; Lavina,  deceased,  formerly  the 
wife  of  Charles  Taylor,  of  Honesdale ; John,  de- 
ceased ; and  Daniel,  a farmer  in  Lackawanna  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  15,  1849,  at 
his  present  homestead,  where  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  has  been  spent.  During  his  boyhood  he  gained 
a thorough  knowledge  of  agricultural  work  under 
his  father's  direction,  and  in  1879  he  went  to  Dun- 
more,  on  a farm  belonging  to  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.,  remaining  there  seven  years.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  engaged  in  general  farming  at  the 
homestead.  He  is  a man  who  does  his  own  think- 
ing. and  in  politics  he  is  independent.  Socially  he 
and  his  family  are  popular,  and  he  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Junior  Order  of 
American  Mechanics.  Having  been  reared  in  the 
Methodist  Church  by  his  parents,  he  has  long  been 
identified  with  that  organization,  his  assistance 
being  readily  given  to  that  and  other  worthy  move- 
ments in  the  locality. 

On  September  29,  1869,  Mr.  Swingle  was  mar- 
ried. at  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Elmira 
Osborn,  and  a bright  and  attractive  family  of  chil- 
dren has  blessed  their  home.  Almeros,  who  married 
Miss  Grace  Burns,  is  now  a contractor  and  builder 
at  Dunmore,  Penn. ; Amelia  is  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Chapman,  of  Dunmore,  an  employe  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Coal  Co. ; Hanford,  who  married  Miss  Maude 
Mellman,  is  also  in  the  employ  of  that  company  at 
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Dunmore;  Miss  Clara  resides  at  Dunmore;  and 
Miss  Edith,  Berton,  Frank  and  Harry  are  at  home. 
Mrs.  Swingle  was  born  July  22,  1848,  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Osborn,  and  the  granddaughter  of  Timothy  Weth- 
erill.  Her  father  was  born  in  Pittston,  Luzerne 
Co.,  Penn.,  but  for  many  years  was  a resident  of 
Wayne  county,  and  he  died  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship November  14,  1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
He  was  a wool  carder  by  trade.  He  was  married 
in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Hannah 
Wetherill,  a native  of  Easton,  Penn.,  who  survived 
him  and  is  now  residing  in  South  Canaan  township 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  This  worthy  couple 
had  six  children,  as  follows:  Friend,  a railway  fire- 
man, who  resides  at  Carbondale,  Penn.;  Draper, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Lamira,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Irvin,  a resident  of  Carbondale;  William,  a 
shoe-maker  in  Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  and 
Georgiana,  wife  of  Thomas  Allen,  a miner  at  Car- 
bondale. 

CPIARLES  F.  KINNEY,  who  is  at  present 
engaged  in  conducting  the  East  Stroudsburg  Roller 
Mills,  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  does  a general  milling  business,  is  a native  of 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  born  December  18.  1838,  son 
of  Gideon  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Hankinson)  Kinney. 

Mr.  Kinney  comes  of  sturdy  New  England 
ancestry,  and  his  paternal  grandfather,  Frederick 
Kinney,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  who  survived 
him,  reared  a family  of  seven  children,  of  whom, 
the  eldest,  David,  married  and  migrated  from  New 
Jersey  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  making  the  journey 
by  wagon ; he  settled  in  Calhoun  county,  where  he 
carried  on  farming  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Johnson  married  in  New  Jersey,  and  also  migrated 
west,  making  the  trip  by  wagon  to  Ohio,  where  he 
followed  farming  until  his  death.  Isaac  married, 
and  lived  in  New  Jersey  until  1878,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  settling  near 
Montrose,  the  county  - seat ; he  too  was  a life-long 
farmer.  Gideon  L.  was  fourth  in  the  family  in  the 
order  of  birth.  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Loder,  and  they  settled  in  Calhoun  county,  Mich. 
Annie  married  John  Smith,  of  Warren  county,  N.  J. 
Rachel  married  Bartley  LaRue,  of  Warren  county, 
New  Jersey. 

Gideon  L.  Kinney  was  born  at  Blairstown, 
Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits  which  he  followed  all  his  life,  for  a number 
of  years  engaging  also  in  sawmilling.  After  his 
first  marriage,  to  Elizabeth  Hankinson,  he  took  up 
his  residence  at  the  old  homestead  in  Warren  coun- 
ty, remaining  there  until  his  removal,  in  1853,  to 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
spent  the  balance  of  his  life.  His  first  location 
was  near  Shawnee,  where  he  purchased  a small 
farm  and  sawmill,  and  carried  on  farming  and  the 
manufacture  of  lumber  for  some  three  or  four  years, 
finally  selling  this  place  and  buying  the  farm  on  the 


Milford  road,  two  miles  east  of  Stroudsburg,  on 
which  he  made  a permanent  home.  Mr.  Kinney’s 
first  wife  died  in  1845,  in  New  Jersey,  leaving  six 
children,  and  after  settling  in  Smithfield  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Bush,-  daughter  of  Henry  Bush, 
of  Shawnee,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Nelson 
and  Emma.  He  died  on  the  farm  in  1891,  Mrs. 
Kinney  in  1890.  Of  the  family,  Rachel  became 
the  wife  of  John  Primrose,  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
where  they  resided  for  some  time,  in  1859  moving 
to  near  Rochelle,  111.,  where  Mr.  Primrose  followed 
farming  for  several  years ; they-  returned  to  Monroe 
county  and  purchased  a farm  in  Middle  Smithfield, 
upon  which  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days, 
Mrs.  Primrose  preceding  her  husband  to  the  grave ; 
they  had  two  sons,  Gideon,  who  is  unmarried  and 
lives  in  Massachusetts,  and  Charles,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  engaged  in  farming  in  Smithfield  township. 
Charles  F.  is  the  eldest  son.  Elsie  is  the  wife  of 
Elias  Snover,  a farmer  of  Blairstown,  N.  J.,  and 
has  two  children,  Marshall,  and  Mary,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  lives  in  New  Jersey.  Margaret  married 
Adam  Transue,  of  Smithfield,  and  they  now  make 
their  home  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  where  he  owns 
and  conducts  a fine  farm ; they  have  three  children, 
Kinney  (who  married  a Miss  Mosier,  and  resides 
in  New  Jersey),  Charles  (unmarried)  and  Olive 
(wife  of  William  Allen,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.). 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Chester  McClellan,  of  Nebraska, 
and  has  four  children.  Thomas  grew  to  manhood 
in  Monroe  county,  and  married  Miss  Meda  Heet- 
ers,  of  New  Jersey,  by  whom  he  has  two  children, 
Ida  (Mrs.  Samuel  Lynch,  of  Stroudsburg),  and 
Lester  (living  at  home)  ; they  live  in  Stroudsburg. 
These  children  of  the  first  marriage  were  all  born  in 
New  Jersey.  Nelson  Kinney  married  a Miss  Wolf, 
and  resides  in  Stroudsburg ; Emma  is  the  wife  of 
Reder  Morgan,  of  Pike  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Charles  F.  Kinney  spent  his  early  life  in  the 
place  of  his  birth,  where  he  received  his  schooling, 
being  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
father  to  Monroe  county.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  home 
farm,  until  he  reached  his  majority,  when  he  com- 
menced an  apprenticeship  to  the  milling  business 
under  Philip  Swartwood,  of  Stroudsburg.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  after  he  had  been  engaged  thus  about 
one  year,  the  mill  was  washed  away  by  the  high 
water,  and  our  subject  entered  the  employ  of  Jacob 
Angle,  a miller  of  Hope,  N.  J.,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  his  enlistment,  in  September,  1863, 
for  three-years’  service  in  the  Civil  war.  He  became 
a member  of  Company  E,  Thirty-fifth  New  Jersey 
Zouaves,  under  Capt.  Stine,  was  mustered  in  at 
Flemington,  N.  J.,  and  taken  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  Arlington  Heights,  the  command  having  been 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen. 
Sherman.  They  were  ordered  thence  to  Vicks- 
burg, and  with  the  exception  of  the  time  he  was  in 
the  hospital  Mr.  Kinney  saw  hard  service  through- 
out his  term,  taking  an  active  part  in  numerous 
skirmishes  and  several  important  engagements. 
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He  participated  in  the  famous  “march  to  the  sea,” 
[ was  taken  sick  at  Savannah,  and  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital at  Vicksburg,  whence  after  three  months  he 
i was  transferred  to  Memphis,  remaining  there  four 
I months.  On  receiving  his  discharge  from  the  hos- 
| pital  he  proceeded  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  from 
| there  to  Chattanooa,  took  part  in  the  operations 
| around  Nashville  in  1864,  returned  to  Chattanooga, 
and  thence  was  ordered  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  where 
he  rejoined  his  regiment.  After  Lee’s  surrender 
he  was  sent  to  Alexandria,  receiving  his  discharge 
there  in  July,  1865,  when  he  came  back  to  his  old 
home  in  Monroe  county.  In  1866  he  went  to  Ogle 
county,  111.,  where  he  remained  during  the  summer, 
and  on  his  return  he  resumed  his  old  occupation, 
milling,  working  at  Belvidere  and  Blairstown,  N. 
J.,  locating  in  the  latter  place  upon  his  marriage, 
and  making  his  home  there  for  several  years.  Com- 
ing again  to  Monroe  county,  he  engaged  at  milling 
for  Peter  H.  Pifer,  and  after  leaving  his  employ 
took  the  position  of  foreman  of  the  mills  at  White 
Haven,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  which  he  held  for  four 
years.  Lie  has  since  occupied  the  old  homestead 
in  Smithfield  township,  which  he  purchased,  and  he 
lias  succeeded  in  keeping  the  farm  in  a highly  cul- 
tivated and  profitable  condition,  though,  beyond 
managing  and  superintending,  he  takes  no  special 
part  in  the  work  himself.  In  1898  Mr.  Kinney 
rented  the  East  Stroudsburg  Roller  Mills,  where 
he  carries  on  a general  milling  business,  manufac- 
turing fine  grades  of  flour,  chopping  feed,  and  also 
turning  out  sawed  lumber,  operating  a circular  saw 
in  connection  with  the  roller  mill.  Mr.  Kinney  has 
not  been  particularly  active  in  the  public  affairs 
of  Smithfield  except  as  a business  man,  but  he  nev- 
ertheless feels  a public-spirited  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  town  and  county,  and  takes  a just  pride 
in  the  advancement  of  the  community  of  which  he 
is  a member,  and  where  he  is  regarded  as  a valuable 
citizen,  worthy  the  high  respect  in  which  he  is  held 
by  his  fellow  townsmen. 

In  July,  1878,  Mr.  Kinney  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Catherine  Schoonover,  only  daugh- 
ter of  Ira  and  Catherine  Schoonover,  highly  respect- 
ed residents  of  Bushkill,  Pike  county,  this  State, 
and  five  children  have  blessed  their  union,  viz. : Ira, 
Eugene,  Samuel,  William  and  Lizzie  May.  Ira 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  completed  his  literary  train- 
ing in  Stroudsburg  at  the  Normal  school;  he  has 
been  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for  a number 
of  years,  at  present  holding  the  position  of  principal 
of  the  Houserville  graded  schools,  and  he  is  con- 
idered  by  all  who  know  him  an  intelligent  and  ambi- 
tious young  man,  worthy  of  the  high  standing  which 
he  has  attained  among  the  educators  of  this  part  of 
Pennsylvania.  Eugene  was  born  in  Monroe  county, 
and  is  now  a resident  of  Bushkill,  Pike  county, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  business ; he  married  Miss 
Lulu  Angle,  daughter  of  Jabez  Angle,  of  Middle 
Smithfield,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  named 
Verner.  Samuel  was  born  and  reared  in  Monroe 


county,  receiving  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  is  now  employed  in  a bicycle  factory  in  Massa- 
chusetts. William,  born  and  reared  in  Monroe 
county,  followed  the  teacher’s  profession  here  for 
some  time,  was  also  engaged  in  clerking,  and  is  at 
present  in  the  barber  business  in  Bushkill.  The 
daughter  is  attending  the  district  schools  of  Smith- 
field  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney  and  their 
family  are  connected  with  the  Baptist  Church. 
Politically  Mr.  Kinney  has  been  a stanch  member 
of  the  Democratic  party. 

SAMUEL  A.  RAISIT  is  an  enterprising  and 
wide-awake  business  man  of  Snydersville,  Monroe 
county,  and  one  who  through  his  own  efforts  has 
established  himself  among  the  successful  and  prom- 
inent citizens  of  that  place.  Here  he  has  carried 
on  operations  as  a blacksmith  and  wheelwright  since 
1891,  and  his  well-directed  efforts  have  been 
crowned  with  success. 

Mr.  Raish  was  born  February  C,  1864,  at  Briar 
Patch,  near  Gouldsboro,  Monroe  county,  a son  of 
Godfrey  and  Jane  (Olewine)  Raish,  also  natives  of 
Monroe  county.  He  is  the  youngest  of  their  four 
children,  the  others  being  George  W.,  who  married, 
and  is  now  a lumberman  of  Tioga  county,  Penn. ; 
Charles,  a farmer  and  stockman,  of  Denver,  Colo. ; 
and  William,  deceased.  The  mother  died  February 
27,  1864,  when  our  subject  was  only  a few  days 
old,  and  was  buried  near  Gouldsboro.  The  father 
subsequently  wedded  Mary  Seibring,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children : Hattie,  deceased  ; Harry,  a res- 
ident of  Tannersville,  and  Maggie,  living  In  Analo- 
mink.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he 
worked  in  the  lumber  woods,  and  was  not  very 
successful  financially.  He  died  at  Briar  Patch  in 
1870,  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
by  the  side  of  the  mother  in  a cemetery  near  Goulds- 
boro. 

Being  only  three  weeks  old  when  his  mother 
died,  Samuel  A.  Raish  was  reared  by  his  grand- 
mother, Mrs.  Sarah  Shaffer,  with  whom  he  made  his 
home  off  and  on  until  nineteen  years  of  age.  In  the 
meantime  he  spent  three  summers  on  the  canal,  and 
during  the  winter  months  worked  in  the  lumber 
woods.  When  nineteen  he  entered  the  blacksmith 
shop  of  Valentine  Kautz,  at  Stroudsburg,  to  learn 
the  trade,  serving  a three-years’  apprenticeship,  and 
when  that  had  expired  he  continued  to  work  for  Mr. 
Kautz  as  a journeyman  for  six  months.  Lie  then 
went  to  Lit.  Bethel,  Penn.,  where  he  spent  a few 
months,  after  which  he  came  to  Snydersville,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count for  three  years.  Subsequently  he  went  to 
Sciota,  and  from  there  to  Stormsville,  where  he  re- 
mained seven  months,  returning  to  Snydersville  in 
1891.  Being  a good  mechanic,  he  was  not  long  in 
building  up  a large  trade,  which  he  still  enjoys.  His 
success  has  been  the  result  of  honest,  persistent  ef- 
fort in  the  line  of  honorable  and  manly  dealing. 
His  aims  have  always  been  to  attain  the  best,  and  he 
has  carried  forward  to  successful  completion  what- 
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ever  he  lias  undertaken.  In  his  political  views  he  is 
a Republican. 

Mr.  Raish  was  married,  January  18,  1887,  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  to  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Hunsicker,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Rev.  R.  1 1.  Clair.  Three  children  bless  this  union : 
Charles  W.,  Antzi  B.  and  Irene  V.  Mrs.  Raish  is 
a native  of  Cherry  Valley,  Hamilton  township,  a 
daughter  of  Ezra  and  Lydia  A.  (Frederick)  Hun- 
sicker, and  a granddaughter  of  Peter  Hunsicker,  of 
Lehigh  county,  Penn.  The  father  was  born  in  Lehigh 
county,  followed  farming  throughout  life,  and  died 
in  Cherry  Valley,  in  February,  1895,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Mt. 
Zion  cemetery.  The  mother,  who  was  born  in  Ham- 
ilton township,  Monroe  county,  December  15,  1828, 
is  still  living  in  Cherry  Valley.  The  children  born 
to  them  are  as  follows:  Mary  J.,  now  the  wife  of 

George  Dreisback,  of  Oxford,  N.  J. ; Irvin  L.,  who  is 
with  his  mother;  Jacob,  a resident  of  Stroudsburg; 
Matilda,  a resident  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ; Sarah, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Peter,  of  South  Stroudsburg; 
Charles,  at  home ; and  Clara,  of  Philadelphia. 

JOHN  MALE,  Sr.,  a retired  farmer  and  dairy- 
man residing  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  has  for  al- 
most half  a century  been  identified  with  the  agricult- 
ural interests  of  Wayne  county,  having  purchased 
his  present  farm  in  1852. 

Mr.  Male  is  from- the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
born  January  8,  1818,  in  Cornwall,  England,  where 
his  parents,  John  and  Lucy  (Bant)  Male,  spent  their 
entire  lives.  The  father,  who  throughout  life  fol- 
lowed farming,  died  in  1872,  aged  eighty-five  vears, 
and  the  mother,  who  was  born  October  5,  1797, 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Both  were 
earnest  and  faithful  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  were  most  estimable  people.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest  of  their  children,  the  others  being 
as  follows:  Betsy,  born  June  10,  1821.  is  the  wife 
of  John  Bastard,  a retired  farmer  of  England  : Isaac, 
born  April  14,  1823,  is  blind,  and  is  now  living  re- 
tired in  England;  Joan,  born  November  15,  1831, 
married,  lives  near  Melbourne,  Australia  ; and  Anna, 
born  March  12,  1836,  married  James  Bassett,  and 
lives  in  Australia. 

Nicholas  Male,  our  subject’s  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  always  made 
his  home  in  Cornwall,  England,  where  he  married 
Elizabeth  Bonear  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  In  their  family  were  three  children  : Christo- 
pher, who  died  in  England ; Elizabeth,  who  married 
Harry  Hocking,  and  died  in  England ; and  John,  the 
father  of  our  subject.  The  maternal  great-grand- 
iather,  John  Bant,  Sr.,  was  a country  gentleman : 
lie  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The  grand- 
fathei,  John  Bant,  Jr.,  lived  to  the  extreme  old  age  of 
ninety-six  years.  He  was  twice  married,  and  had  the 
following  children:  Lucy,  mother  of  our  subject; 
Mai  v,  who  wedded  John  Broad,  and  remained  in 
England  .John,  who  died  in  that  country;  Ann,  who 
hist  mairied  William  Kernig,  and  remained  in  Eng- 


land; William,  who  died  in  England;  Richard,  who 
died  in  Canada ; ana  Betsy,  of  whom  nothing  is 
known.  The  two  last  named  were  by  the  second 
marriage. 

John  Male,  Sr.,  grew  to  manhood  in  liis  native 
land,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  at  Marham  Church,  Cornwall, 
England,  September  18,  1841,  Miss  Elizabeth  B. 
Medland  becoming  his  wife,  while  Rev.  Ivingdon 
performed  the  ceremony.  She  was  born  at  Marham 
Church,  England,  December  13,  1818,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Hacker)  Medland,  who  died  in 
England,  where  the  father  followed  farming  as  his 
life  work.  Mrs.  Male  is  the  eldest  of  their  family; 
James  and  William  are  both  deceased  ;Thomas,  a res- 
ident of  Honesdale,  Penn.,  is  a lumberman  and  ex- 
sheriff of  Wayne  county;  Jane  died  unmarried; 
Mary  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Henry  Box,  of  Promp- 
ton,  Wayne  county ; Richard  and  Henry  are  farmers 
in  England;  and  Philippi  and  John  are  both  de- 
ceased. James  Medland,  Mrs.  Male's  paternal 
grandfather,  was  a farmer  in  England,  and  there 
reared  his  family  of  four  children.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  William  Hacker,  of  England,  was  three 
times  married,  and  had  fifteen  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Male  have  three  children.  (1) 
Isaac,  born  June  30,  1842,  is  vardmaster  for  the  Erie 
& Wyoming  Valley  Railroad  Co.,  at  Hawley,  Wayne 
county.  He  married  Julia  Sandercock,  and  has  three 
children : Roy  R.  (graduate  of  New  York  State  Nor- 
mal at  Cortland),  Elizabeth  M.,  and  Grace.  (2)  An- 
na, born  December  9,  1847,  married  (first)  Frederick 
Saunders,  and  had  two  children:  (a)  Frederick,  a 
dealer  in  wool  hides'  at  Honesdale,  Penn.,  married 
Sadie  Canfield,  and  has  three  children,  Clara,  Arthur 
and  Frederick,  (b)  Rosa  M.,  married  Arthur  Sliter, 
private  secretary  of  J.  Sloat  Fassett,  and,  with  their 
daughter  Mildred,  they  reside  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.  For 
her  second  husband,  Anna  (Male)  Saunders  wedded 
J.  B.  Sliter,  a wagon  maker,  of  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  by 
whom  she  has  three  children:  Plarold  M.,  Frances 
and  Gertrude.  (3)  John,  born  August  12,  1857, 
married  Rebecca  S.  Bonear,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Rebecca  Blake  Bonear,  farming  people  of 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  and  had  two  children : Ed- 
win, born  May  3,  1889,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Herbert  B.,  born  July  18,  1890.  John  Male,  Jr.,  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  his  town  and  at  the  Hones- 
dale graded  school.  He  is  the  youngest  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  has  always  remained  at  home.  About  the 
time  of  his  marriage  he  took  full  charge  of  the  place, 
and  to-day  ranks  among  the  leading  farmers  of  the 
township.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has 
been  town  clerk  for  three  terms  regardless  of  the 
usual  Democratic  tendencies  of  the  town.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  acting  as  school  director.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Freedom  Lodge  No.  88, 
Honesdale. 

In  1850  Mr.  Male,  Sr.,  emigrated  to  America, 
landing  at  Quebec,  Canada,  after  a voyage  of  six 
weeks  and  four  days.  After  spending  the  first  win- 
ter in  St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  he  came  to  Honesdale, 
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Wavne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  at  general 
labor  for  eighteen  months,  and  then  rented  from  B. 
Is  Kimble  a farm  in  Texas  township,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully operated  for  three  years.  He  then  removed 
to  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  which  he 
had  purchased  two  years  previously  for  $24  per  acre. 
At  that  time  it  was  almost  an  unbrokecl  wilderness, 
but  his  untiring  labors  have  transformed  it  into  one 
of  the  most  highly  cultivated  tracts  in  Cherry  Ridge 
township.  It  is  supplied  with  all  the  conveniences 
and  accessories  of  a model  farm,  and  is  up-to-date 
in  all  its  appointments.  On  April  21,  1890,  Air.  Male 
lost  all  his  barns  and  out-buildings,  as  well  as  ten 
head  of  cattle  and  all  his  farm  implements,  hay  and 
grain,  the  damages  amounting  to  some  $2,500.  Mr. 
Male  always  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican 
partv,  and  take  a deep  interest  in  its  success,  but  he 
has  never  aspired  to  office.  In  his  native  land  he 
united  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  still  adheres 
to  its  doctrines,  although  he  holds  membership  with 
no  Church  organization.  Starting  out  in  life  for 
himself  in  limited  circumstances,  he  has  worked  his 
way  steadilv  upward  to  a position  of  affluence,  and  is 
now  able  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares  and  enjoy  a 
well-earned  rest. 

WESLEY  C.  TRANSUE,  a leading  agricult- 
urist of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  and  one 
of  its  highly  esteemed  citizens,  belongs  to  one  of  the 
old  and  prominent  families  of  th§  county.  Plis 
grandfather,  Abraham  Transue,  was  born  April  27, 
178C,  in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  whence  during  his 
infancy  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Monroe 
countv  and  he  grew  to  manhood  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, where  he  married  Rebecca  Newhart,  a lady  of 
German  descent.  When  a middle-aged  man  he 
moved  to  Pocono  township,  where  he  purchased  400 
acres  of  wild  land,  from  which  he  developed  a farm. 
He  also  followed  the  stone  mason’s  trade,  and  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  quite  extensively.  He  died 
upon  his  farm  in  Pocono  township,  August  23,  1864, 
and  there  his  wife  also  departed  this  life  in  1877,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  who  married  Peter  Shick,  and 

died  in  1887;  William,  a resident  of  Pocono  town- 
ship ; Sarah,  deceased  wife  of  George  Ace,  who 
belonged  to  an  old  Pocono  family ; Rachel  ( de- 
ceased), who  married  David  Shannon  and  lived  at 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  Monroe  county ; Peter  ( de- 
ceased), who  lived  in  Pocono  township;  George, 
father  of  our  subject;  Elihu  (deceased)  ; Moses,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Pocono  township ; Ann,  deceased 
wife  of  Abram  Halterman ; and  Abraham  (de- 
ceased), who  was  a farmer  of  Wyoming  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

George  Transue,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  August  29, 
1821,  and  when  a boy  came  with  his  parents  to  Po- 
cono township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
When  young  he  taught  school  there,  and  later  fol- 
lowed both  lumbering  and  farming.  At  one  time 
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he  owned  174  acres  of  land,  of  which  only  a few 
acres  had  been  cleared  when  he  located  thereon,  but 
in  time  he  had  sixty  acres  fit  for  cultivation.  On 
this  place  arc  apple  trees  which  were  planted,  about 
the  time  of  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  by  a 
Quaker  named  Scott,  who  settled  far  from  civiliza- 
tion to  be  awav  from  the  perils  of  war.  George 
Transue  married  Sophia  Ruth,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Newhart)  Ruth,  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children  : Peter,  a school  teacher, 
who  lived  first  in  Pocono  township  and,  later,  in 
Ross  township,  and  died  in  the  latter;  Mahlon,  a 
farmer  of  Pocono  township;  John  A.,  a Methodist 
Episcopal  minister  living  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn. ; 
George  Alvin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years; 
Emma  and  Maria,  who  both  died  young;'  Wesley 
C.,  our  subject;  Joshua,  a stone  mason,  now  de- 
ceased, who  lived  in  Pocono  township  and  also  at 
Jermyn,  Penn. ; Aaron,  a machinist  of  Philadelphia  ; 
George  M.,  who  died  in  Pocono  township  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years ; Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  H.  Cus- 
tard, of  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; Edward  M.,  who  is 
living  on  a sheep  ranch  in  northeastern  California ; 
Edan,  wife  of  Clarence  Ruff,  of  Stroudsburg,  Mon- 
roe county ; and  Charles,  who  is  living  with  our 
subject. 

Wesley  C.  Transue  was  born  in  Pocono  town- 
ship, July  8,  1858,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old 
homestead.  His  opportunities  for  obtaining  an  ed- 
ucation were  good,  and  he  graduated  from  the 
graded  schools  of  Tannersville,  and  from  other  in- 
stitutes of  learning.  For  some  time  he  was  one  of 
the  popular  and  successful  teachers  of  Pike  and 
Monroe  counties,  teaching  in  all  twenty-two  terms. 
Since  then  he  has  engaged  in  general  farming,  also 
in  lumbering  on  a small  scale,  and  he  now  owns  118 
acres  of  the  old  homestead  and  forty-nine  acres  ad- 
joining. He  is  thorough  and  systematic  in  his 
work,  and  has  met  with  well-deserved  success. 

On  March  17,  1883,  in  Rowlands,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Transue  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nina 
Chedister,  who  was  born  in  Lackawaxen,  Pike  coun- 
ty, May  15,  1863,  a daughter  of  Joseph  S.  and  Nellie 
(Fuller)  Chedister,  and  four  children  grace  this 
union,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as  fol- 
lows : Ross,  born  in  Pike  county,  February  20, 

1884;  Cora,  born  February  9,  1886;  Effie,  June  22, 
1888,  and  Calvin,  October  3,  1893,  all  three  born  in 
Monroe  county.  The  parents  are  both  members  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  and  for  the  past  five  years 
Mr.  Transue  has  been  identified  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Politically  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, as  was  also  his  father,  but  his  grandfather  was 
a supporter  of  the  Whig  party.  Our  subject  has 
been  a member  of  the  county  committee,  and  has  also 
served  as  supervisor  of  his  township  and  inspector 
of  elections  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

WILLIAM  A.  KRESGE.  Brodheadsville, 
Monroe  county,  has  possessed  many  prominent  cit- 
izens, useful  and  loyal ; but  in  their  number  can  be 
found  no  one  more  truly  representative,  more  widely 
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or  actively  awake  to  the  interest  of  the  community 
at  large  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch. 

Born  in  Chestnut  Iiill  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, June  12,  1845,  Mr.  Kresge  is  a member  of  one  of 
tiie  earliest  settled  families  of  this  section  of  the 
State,  whose  name  is  familiar  as  household  words, 
and  withal,  the  synonyms  for  uprightness,  conscien- 
tious and  honorable  dealing.  The  first  of  the  fam- 
ily, of  whom  we  have  specific  mention  in  Monroe 
county,  was  Conrad  Kresge,  who  made  his  perma- 
nent home  at  Effort  about  the  year  1745,  and  became 
the  owner  of  his  father’s  estate.  In  1765  William 
Kresge,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  settled  in  Polk 
township,  on  a farm  now  operated  and  owned  by  his 
grandson,  Freeman  Kresge.  He  married  Hannah  Ser- 
fass,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  and  there  they  passed 
the  rest  of  their  pioneer  lives  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
dying  at  the  respective  ages  of  eighty  and  eighty- 
six.  Their  remains  were  interred  in  Gilbert’s  cem- 
etery. Children  as  follows  were  born  to  them : 
William,  Jacob,  George,  Joseph  W.  (father  of  Will- 
iam A.),  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  Susan.  Of 
these,  William  married  Sallie  Storm ; Jacob,  Sarah 
Gregory ; George,  Sarah  Kunkle ; Hannah,  Reuben 
Gregory;  Elizabeth,  John  Bouser;  Sarah,  John  Ser- 
fass ; Susan,  Peter  Kunkle. 

Joseph  W.  Kresge,  father  of  William  A.,  was 
born  in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  and  was 
reared  to  farming  pursuits.  He  married  Lucinda 
Andrew,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Young- 
kin)  Andrew,  of  Monroe,  county,  Penn.,  who  had 
children  as  follows : Lucinda,  Charles,  and  Maria 
(wife  of  J.  Iv.  Shaffer).  The  father  of  these  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty-six,  the  mother  when  seventy-two 
years  old.  To  Joseph  W.  and  Lucinda  Kresge  were 
born  the  following  children,  all  yet  living : William 
A.,  our  subject;  Ann  M.,  who  married  William  Ser- 
fass,  a carpenter  of  Chestnut  Hill  township ; Eliza- 
beth, who  wedded  Joseph  Smail,  a farmer  of  Chest- 
nut Hill  township ; Nathan,  proprietor  of  the  Par- 
mer City  Eating  House,  Parmer  City ; Hannah,  wife 
of  John  Mason,  a farmer  of  Dallas,  Penn. ; Charles, 
residing  on  the  old  farm  in  Ross  township,  Monroe 
county,  married  to  Mary  Frabel;  Franklin,  married 
to  Nettie  Frabel;  Amanda,  married  to  Charles  Ser- 
fass,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Catherine,  wife  of  Tilman 
Gower,  a farmer  of  Ross  township ; and  Emma  V., 
wife  of  Davis  Machas,  of  New  Jersey.  The  parents 
of  these  died,  the  father  on  December  21,  1897,  aged 
seventy-nine  years,  eleven  months  and  twelve  days, 
the  mother  on  November  21,  1886,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three,  and  they  are  sleeping  their  last  sleep 
in  Brodheadsville  (now  Buena  Vista)  cemetery. 
They  were  members  of  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran 
Churches,  respectively.  The  father  was  a man  of 
prominence  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  was 
a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  served  his  township  in  the 
capacity  of  school  director,  poormaster  and  in  other 
offices  of  honor  and  trust. 

William  A.  Kresee,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines,  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty- 


four  years  of  age,  during  which  time,  after  his 
school  days  were  over,  he  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter, in  Ross  township,  with  Elias  Mixell  (two 
years),  finishing  the  same  with  John  M.  Serfass 
(one  and  one-half  years).  He  then  came  to  Brod- 
headsville, and  there  followed  his  trade  some  fifteen 
years,  or  until  1880,  in  which  year  he  commenced  his 
present  prosperous  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
ness in  Brodheadsville,  and  he  is  one  of  the  leading 
funeral  directors  in  Monroe  county.  He  has  re 
cently  added  to  his  establishment  the  first  white 
hearse  in  Monroe  county.  Socially  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Iv.  of  P. ; in  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat ; and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  He  holds  membership  in  three 
telephone  corporations. 

On  October  15,  1872,  at  Brodheadsville,  Mon- 
roe Co.,  Penn.,  William  A.  Kresge  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Christman,  and  chil- 
dren as  follows  have  been  born  to  them:  Cora  A., 
wife  of  George  S.  Brown,  clerk  of  Weissport,  Penn. ; 
and  Eugene  M.,  Morris  C.  (a  teacher),  and  Mary 
C.,  all  three  living  at  home. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Kresge  was  born  August  12, 
1847,  in  Kunkletown,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Smail)  Christman,  also 
of  Monroe  county,  who  had  a family  of  ten  children, 
to  wit:  David  (in  Eldred  township),  Aaron  (in 

Dallas,  Penn.),  Mary  A.  (wife  of  our  subject), 
Sarah  (deceased),  Lucinda  (married  to  Peter  Hi- 
nene,  of  Eldred),  Edwin  (of  Lehighton,  Penn.), 
Emma  and  Sarah  (both  deceased),  Abraham  (of 
Lehighton),  and  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Theodore 
Smith,  a carpenter  and  contractor,  also  of  Lehigh- 
ton). The  father  of  this  family,  who  was  a carpen- 
ter by  trade,  died  October  13,  1892;  the  mother 
passed  away  in  September,  1888,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years,  and  they  are  buried  at  Kunkle- 
town. 

John  and  Mary  (Andrews)  Christman,  paternal 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Kresge,  were  married 
in  Eldred,  Monroe  county,  where  they  were  promi- 
nent farmers.  Their  children  were  : Thomas  ( father 
of  Mrs.  Kresge),  Elizabeth  (wife  of  John  Boyer), 
and  Kate  A.  (wife  of  William  Hauck).  William 
and  Barbara  Serfass,  maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs. 
Kresge,  were  also  farming  people  of  Eldred  town- 
ship, Monroe  county.  They  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Mary  (mother  of  Mrs.  Kresge),  George 

(married  to  Kate  Greenswike),  Elizabeth  (wife  of 
Anthony  Frantz),  William  (married  to  Barbara 
Serfass),  John  (married  to  Effie  Everett),  Amelia 
(wife  of  Melvin  Christman),  Susanna  ("wife  of 
Henry  Hauck),  and  Reuben  (married  to  a Miss 
Hauck) . 


FRANK  KELLER  is  a well-known  resident 
of  Shohola  township,  Pike  county,  where  he  was 
born  July  19,  1861.  His  father,  George  Keller, 
was  a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  when  a lad 
of  seventeen  years  came  to  the  United  States.  Here 
he  married  Josephine  Ivreiter,  who  since  his  death 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


739 


has  become  the  wife  of  Valentine  Hipsman,  of  Sho- 
hola township. 

Frank  Keller  remained  in  his  native  township 
until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  then 
secured  employment  as  a stone  cutter  in  Albany 
and  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  being  gone  about  four  years. 
In  1886  he  came  into  possession  of  fifty-two  acres 
of  new  land  in  Shohola  township,  nine  of  which  he 
now  has  under  cultivation,  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  a small  way,  but  devotes  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  and  attention  to  quarrying,  cutting  and 
carving  building  stone,  and  also  in  lumbering  dur- 
ing the  winter  months.  He  is  a very  industrious, 
energetic  and  enterprising  business  man,  and  in  his 
undertakings  is  meeting  with  a well-merited  suc- 
cess. 

At  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  October  30,  1886,  Mr. 
Keller  was  married  by  Rev.  James  A.  McWilliams, 
a Presbyterian  minister,  to  Miss  Mary  Augusta 
lvnealing,  who  was  born  October  25,  1859,  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  C.  and  Anna  (Byer)  lvnealing.  She 
first  weddded  Charles  Palmer,  who  died  in  1885, 
leaving  three  children,  George  C.,  Plenry  C.,  and 
Valentine,  and  by  her  marriage  to  our  subject  has 
become  the  mother  of  two  others : Lorena,  born 
May  22,  1887;  and  Norman  H.,  born  January  5, 
1890. 

Mr.  Keller  exercises  his  right  of  'franchise  in 
support  of  the  Democracy,  and  has  most  ably  served 
his  fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of  inspector  of 
elections,  judge  of  elections  several  times,  constable 
and  tax  collector  for  three  years  each,  and  justice 
of  the  peace  since  1897.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Labor,  and  religiously  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church  of  Shohola,  Penn.,  and  they  are  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  know  them. 

EDMUND  BUDD  is  one  of  the  worthy  citi- 
zens of  Oregon  township,  Wayne  county,  that  Eng- 
land has  furnished  to  this  region.  Flis  grandfather, 
George  Budd,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Cornwall, 
England,  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  that  occupa- 
tion has  been  followed  by  most  of  his  descendants. 
His  children,  George,  Richard,  Joseph,  John,  Sarah 
and  Betsy,  all  died  in  England. 

Richard  Budd,  our  subject’s  father,  was  also 
born  in  Cornwall,  where  on  attaining  to  man’s 
estate  he  was  united  in  mariage  with  Miss  Jane 
Prower,  a daughter  of  William  and  Betsy  (Mitch- 
ell) Prower.  After  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Budd 
came  with  her  eldest  son  to  America,  in  1851, 
locating'  at  Beach  Lake,  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  Her  children  were  Richard  and  John, 
who  both  died  in  Berlin  township ; William,  a resi- 
dent of  Michigan ; Jane,  who  died  in  infancy ; and 
Edmund,  who  is  the  youngest. 

In  the  parish  of  Whitestone,  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, Edmund  Budd  was  born  in  June,  1820,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood,  learning  the  trade  of  a car- 
penter. In  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  Cornwall,  he 
was  married  January  1,  1842,  by  Rev.  Walter  Gee, 


to  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ann 
(Elliott)  Woodley.  The  year  of  their  marriage  they 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  and  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Honesdale,  Penn.,  and  a year  later  located 
on  the  farm  where  Mr.  Budd  still  continues  to  make 
his  home,  having  transformed  the  native  forest 
into  one  of  the  most  productive  farms  of  the  local- 
ity. Upon  the  place  is  an  excellent  orchard,  well- 
kept  buildings  and  a handsome  residence,  all  of 
which  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  in- 
dustry. 

For  forty  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Budd  traveled 
life’s  journey  together,  sharing  its  joys  and  sor- 
rows, but  on  August  25,  1882,  she  departed  this  life. 
1 hey  were  the  parents  of  the  following  named : 
Jane  Ann,  born  September  10,  1842,  died  March 
30,  1893,  at  which  time  she  was  the  widow  of  Joseph 
May;  Richard  W.,  born  May  1,  1845,  is  a contrac- 
tor and  builder,  living  in  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Sarah 
T.,  born  March  10,  1847,  is  the  widow  of  Brice 
Davey;  Mary  T.,  born  May  29,  1848,  died  January 
7,  1850;  H.  Thomas,  born  July  1,  1853,  is  a carpen- 
ter in  Scranton;  and  Ellen  T.,  born  February  18, 
i860,  is  the  wife  of  Arnold  Sluman. 

For  many  years  the  Republican  party  has  found 
in  Mr.  Budd  a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles, 
and  he  has  most  capably  and  satisfactorily  filled  the 
offices  of  school  director,  assessor,  tax  collector 
and  member  of  the  election  board.  He  has  always 
been  foremost  among  the  old  settlers  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  the  township,  and  has  given  his  aid 
to  every  enterprise  for  the  public  good.  He  is  a 
regular  attendant  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

A.  F.  VOIGT,  proprietor  of  a leading  restau- 
rant in  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  its  well 
and  favorably  known  citizens,  and  has  been  identi- 
fied with  business  interests  here  for  almost  twenty 
years. 

Mr.  Voigt  is  a native  of  the  Fatherland,  born 
August  4,  1847,  in  the  kingdom  of  Saxony,  son  of 
August  and  grandson  of  Samuel  Voigt.  The  last- 
named  married  Augusta  Ackerman  in  his  native 
country,  and  they  reared  a family  of  five  children — 
Ferdinand,  Edward,  Adolph,  Henry  and  August. 
In  1847  the  parents  and  some  of  the  children  sailed 
for  the  United  States,  intending  to  settle  in  Texas, 
but  the  father  died  on  board  ship  during  the  voyage 
and  the  rest  were  obliged  to  proceed  alone,  arriving 
safely  at  their  destination,  the  town  of  Industry, 
Texas.  August  Voigt  was  born  in  Germany  De- 
cember 12,  1818,  and  there  married,  in  1842,  Miss 
Caroline  Raetzer,  who  was  born  November  17,  1823, 
and  died  in  1869.  Six  children  blessed  their  union 
— August  E.,  who  lives  on  a farm  in  Texas,  where 
he  engages  in  stockraising;  Constantine,  who  was 
killed  in  the  West;  A.  F.,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch ; Max,  who  has  a store  in  Red  Rook,  Texas ; 
Ottilia,  the  wife  of  Herman  Pester;  and  Cecelia, 
who  died  when  a child.  In  1865  the  father  brought 
his  family  to  America,  and  for  five  years  after  their 
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arrival  they  lived  in  New  York  City,  August  Voigt 
engaging  in  the  window  shade  business.  Jle  then 
removed  to  Texas,  where  he  carried  on  farming 
until  thirteen  years  ago,  since  which  time  he  has 
made  his  home  in  Honesdale  with  his  son  A.  F. 
\ oigt.  Jle  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  he  gives  his  political  support  to  the  Republican 
party. 

A.  F.  Voigt  received  a liberal  classical  education 
in  the  old  country,  attending  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive place  and  the  high  school  at  the  State.  Capital  in 
Bohemia.  He  also  studied  at  Rackoniz;  and  at  these 
various  institutions  received  instruction  in  the  Ger- 
man, Bohemian,  Latin  and  French  languages.  After 
coming  to  America  he  engaged  in  the  window-shade 
business,  becoming  foreman  for  a New  York  com- 
pany, and  continued  to  follow  it  until  he  had  an 
attack  of  painter's  colic,  which  caused  him  to  aban- 
don that  occupation.  Coming  to  Hawley,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  he  took  charge  of  the  “Eddy  Hotel,” 
which  he  conducted  from  1870  until  1873,  and  then 
for  six  years  he  owned  and  conducted  a general 
merchandise  store,  which  he  disposed  of  in  1879, 
the  year  of  his  removal  to  Honesdale.  For  the  first 
five  years  of  his  residence  here  he  had  charge  of 
the  "National  Hotel,"  and  he  has  since  carried  on  his 
present  place  of  business,  one  of  the  leading  and 
best  conducted  restaurants  in  Honesdale.  Mr. 
Voigt  numbers  among  his  patrons  some  of  the 
leading  citizens  and  prominent  men  of  Honesdale 
and  Wayne  county,  whose  custom  he  has  attracted 
no  doubt  as  much  by  his  genial  and  courteous  man- 
ners as  by  the  excellent  service  of  his  establishment. 
He  makes  a comfortable  income  from  his  restaurant, 
and  deserves  the  encouragement  which  has  been 
shown  from  all  quarters. 

In  1869  Mr.  Voigt  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emelia  Ott,  who  was  born  September 
10,  1848,  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  who  became 
the  mother  of  ten  children,  namely : One  who  died  in 
infancy ; Otto  C.,  who  is  in  I exas ; Arno  C.  and 
George  E.,  who  are  studying  medicine,  the  former  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  the  latter  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  one  deceased  in 
infancy;  Alma  O.,  Mrs.  Harry  Gretter;  Inka  C., 
deceased  in  infancy;  Cora;  hlorence;  and  Martha, 
living  at  home.  Mrs.  Voigt  passed  away  April  5, 
1889. 

Our  subject  is  socially,  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  popular  men  in  the  town  of  his  adoption. 
He  is  a,  gentleman  of  culture  and  agreeable  man- 
ner, with  those  genial  pleasant  ways  which  are  only 
born  of  good  nature  and  love  of  sociability,  and  he 
is  welcomed  into  all  circles  as  a desirable  compan- 
ion, worthy  friend  and  interesting  conversational- 
ist. For  twenty  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
Honesdale  Liederkranz,  of  which  he  has  served  as 
president  several  times ; is  an  honorarv  member  of 
•the  Wilkes  Barre  Liedertafel ; a member  of  the 
Hawley  Maennerchor,  and  of  Scranton  Lieder- 
kranz. Fraternally  he  unites  with  the  Red  Men 
and  the  American  Legion  of  Honor  at  -Honesdale, 


of  which  he  has  been  collector  for  six  years,  and  is 


a member  of  Lackawanna  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at' 
Hawley,  where  he  has  passed  all  the  Chairs.  Mr. 
Voigt’s  fine  appearance,  polished  bearing  and  fine 
voice  have  won  him  an  enviable  popularity  where 


ever  he  has  gone,  and  he  numbers  his  friends  in 


Honesdale  by  the  score, 
are  Democratic. 


His  political  predilections 


PROF.  DAVID  L.  HOWER  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  public  schools  of  Wayne  county 
since  1892,  and  is  at  present  serving  his  fourth  year 
as  county  superintendent.  He  makes  his  home  in 
Llonesdale.  Mr.  Hower  is  a native  of  Lycoming 
county,  Penn.,  son  of  Christian  and  Katharine 
(Kiess)  Hower,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1821,  came  to  this  country  in  early  life,  ! 
and  settled  in  Lycoming  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
and  his  wife  still  reside.  She  was  born  in  that 
county,  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  respected  family 
of  Pennsylvania.  Christian  Hower  is  a mason  by 
trade,  but  after  coming  to  this  country  he  made 
farming  his  principal  business.  He  was  the  father 
of  a large  family/  eight  of  whom  lived  to  maturity. 

David  L.  Flower  was  reared  in  Lycoming 
county,  where  he  began  his  education  in  a log  school 
house  on  his  father’s  farm.  Having  determined 
to  take  up  the  teacher's  profession  he  entered  the 
Lycoming  County  Normal  school,  at  Muncy,  where 
he  graduated  in  1884;  later  he  matriculated  at  La- 
fayette College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1892,  with  honor,  in  the  scientific  course,  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  B.  S.  In  1894  he  took  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Sciences  from  his  Alma  Mater.  How- 


ever, he  had  long  ago  commenced  active  work  in 


his  life  calling,  having  taught  previous  to  entering 
college,  and  in  1892  he  came  to  Honesdale  as  assist- 
ant principal  of  the  high  school,  a position  for 
which,  by  experience  and  thorough  preparation,  he 
was  well  fitted.  He  continued  as  such  four  years, 
giving  the  utmost  satisfaction  in  his  labors,  and  in 
1896  the  people  showed  their  appreciation  of  his 
faithful  and  efficient  services  by  electing  him  to  the 
responsible  position  of  county  superintendent,  which 
he  has  held  continuously  since  June  of  that  year. 
Prof.  Hower  has,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  superintendent,  proved  himself  a capable  and 
tireless  worker  for  the  advancement  of  educational 
interests  in  Wayne  county,  a competent  instructor, 
and  a citizen  who  takes  a vital  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  his  adopted  community.  During  his  term  of  office 
he  has  organized  a directors’  association  in  con- 
nection with  the  teacher's  institute,  established  sev- 
eral township  high  schools,  conducted  district  insti- 
tutes, started  many  country  school  libraries,  issued 
common-school  diplomas  to  deserving  pupils  and  has 
raised  the  standard  of  the  teacher's  profession  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Hower  is  a Republican  in  political 
sentiment.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  fraternally  he  is 
an  Odd  Fellow,  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Order, 
being  a Roval  Arch  Mason. 
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EDWARD  A.  HOLMBECK,  blacksmith,  of 
! Damascus,  Wayne  county,  is  looked  upon  as  one  of 
: the  respected,  intelligent  men  of  this  community,  of 
I which  he  has  been  an  active  citizen  since  1869.  Mr. 
j Holmbeck  is  a native  of  New  York  State,  horn 
in  August,  1840,  in  Fosterdale,  Sullivan  county, 
son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  F.  (Horton)  Holmbeck. 
His  maternal  grandfather,  Paul  Horton,  was  one  of 
the  old  pioneer  settlers  of  Sullivan  county. 

After  his  marriage  Samuel  Holmbeck  settled  in 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  where  he  remained  four 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  returning  to  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  locating  on  a farm  which  he 
purchased.  Six  years  later  he  moved  to  Fosterdale, 
same  county,  where  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of 
blacksmith,  and  in  connection  he  also  farmed  and 
lumbered  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
passed  away  in  1886,  his  wife  in  i860,  leaving  two 
sons,  Sanford  and  Edward  A.,  whose  name  intro- 
duces these  lines.  Sanford  Holmbeck  was  born 
in  1837,411  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  there  grew 
to  manhood,  being  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  county.  He  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Lay- 
man, of  Sullivan  county,  and  they  now  reside  in 
Bethel,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business. 
They  have  a family  of  five  children — Edward  A. 
married  Flora  Davidson,  of  Bethel,  where  they  re- 
side. Harvey  married  Mabel  Lapalt,  of  White 
Lake,  Sullivan  county,  and  now  lives  in  Liberty, 
same  county,  where  he  follows  his  trade,  that  of 
barber.  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Knight,  of 
Callicoon,  N.  Y.  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  John  E. 
Lamoreaux,  of  Liberty.  Nettie  is  unmarried  and 
lives  at  home. 

Edward  A.  Holmbeck  grew  to  manhood  -in 
his  native  county  and  there  received  his  education, 
attending  the  common  schools.  In  1861  he  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  Union  army,  joining  Company  F, 
56th  N.  Y.*V.  I.,  Tenth  Legion,  under  Col.  C.  H. 
Vanwyck,  and  was  sworn  in  at  Newburg,  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.  He  was  all  through  the  Peninsular 
campaign  under  McClellan  in  the  spring  of  1862, 
and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  was  sent  to  Hilton  Head, 
S.  C.,  and  from  there  to  Morris  Island,  where  his 
command  was  stationed  during  the  siege  of  Charles- 
ton, in  the  latter  part  of  1864.  There  they  were 
engaged  in  guard  duty  until  the  close  of  their  term 
of  service.  Mr.  Holmbeck’s  first  term  had  expired 
in  1864,  and  he  re-enlisted  at  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  re- 
ceiving a corporal's  commission.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  October  17,  1865,  being  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  with  an  army  record 
of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud,  for  he  was  in 
active  service  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment  to 
the  close  of  the  struggle,  and  took  part  in  many  im- 
portant movements.  Mr.  Holmbeck  returned  to  his 
old  home,  and  on  March  10,  1866,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  A.  Layman,  of  Sul- 
livan county,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Deru- 
sha  Layman,  who  were  prominent  residents  of  that 
county.  The  young  couple  located  on  a farm  in 
Delaware  countv,  N.  Y.,  which  Mr.  Holmbeck  pur- 


chased, but  after  one  year’s  residence  there  they 
sold  and  removed  to  the  town  of  Delaware,  where 
he  invested  in  a tract  of  timber  land.  Pie  built  a 
house  and  continued  to  improve  the  place  during 
his  stay  on  it,  but  in  1869  he  sold  and  went  to  New 
York  City,  for  a short  time  following  his  trade 
there.  He  returned  the  same  year,  however,  and 
settled  in  Galilee,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  had 
bought  real  estate,  building  the  first  house  in  the 
village.  He  also  put  up  the  blacksmith  shop  which 
he  has  carried  on  up  to  the  present  time,  and  he 
has  become  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  place, 
both  in  business  and  public  affairs.  In  1891  he 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens in  Damascus  township,  who  showed  their  ap- 
preciation of  his  fidelity  and  ability  bv  re-electing 
him  in  1896,  and  he  continues  to  hold  the  office  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  is  regarded 
throughout  the  township  as  a citizen  of  true  moral 
worth,  and  he  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him.  His  neighbors  and  friends  generally 
have  the  utmost  faith  in  his  judgment  in  local 
affairs,  and  he  bears  an  enviable  reputation  for  jus- 
tice and  fair  dealing  among  his  associates  every- 
where. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmbeck  have  had  one  son, 
Eugene,  who  was  born  in  February,  1867,  in  Sulli- 
van county,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Galilee, 
where  he  received  a good  public-school  training. 
He  is  an  energetic,  progressive  young  man,  of  good 
moral  habits,  and  a favorite  among  his  companions. 
He  now  resides  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  fol- 
lows the  trade  of  barber.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmbeck 
are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  Galilee.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Republican,  and  takes  a deep  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  of  his  party.  As  one  of  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  56th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  he  is  a well-known 
member  of  Grand  Army  Post  No.  284,  of  Calli- 
coon, N.  Y.,  in  whose  affairs  he  takes  a loyal  in- 
terest. 

WESLEY  C.  HENRY.  The  “Park  House,” 
at  Parkside,  Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the  best  of 
' the  summer  hotels  of  this  section,  and  its  guests 
include  the  cream  of  society  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia.  Situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Analo- 
mink  creek,  with  234  feet  of  water  front,  the  place 
presents  unusual  advantages  in  boating  and  bath- 
ing, while  brook  trout  abound  in  this  and  other 
streams  in  the  locality.  The  house  is  surrounded 
by  shady  lawns  and  a beautiful  park,  and  500  feet 
of  veranda  afford  lounging  places  for  the  guests. 
A tennis  court  provides  exercise  and  amusement 
for  lovers  of  that  game,  and  walks  and  drives  to 
places  of  interest  supply  constant  relief  from  mo- 
notony. Mt.  Pocono  is  only  eight  miles  distant, 
Delaware  Water  Gap  thirteen  miles  and  High 
Bridge  three  miles,  while  Paradise  Falls,  Red  Rock 
Glen  and  other  noted  spots  are  within  easy  reach. 
A well-appointed  livery  stable  is  maintained  in  con- 
nection with  the  hotel,  the  equipage  being  of  the 
finest,  and  in  every  way  the  genial  and  enterprising 
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proprietor  endeavors  to  meet  the  needs  of  his  vis- 
itors. The  hotel,  which  is  about  1,700  feet  above 
the  sea  level,  is  supplied  with  modern  conveniences, 
including  acetylene  light,  and  bath  rooms,  reading 
rooms,  sitting  rooms,  and  bed  rooms  arc  furnished 
with  an  eye  to  solid  comfort  rather  than  display. 
The  water  is  of  the  purest,  coming  from  an  ice-cold 
spring  near  by,  and  the  table  is  bountifully  pro- 
vided with  the  best  the  city  markets  afford,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  delicious  cream,  milk,  eggs,  vegetables 
and  fruits  from  our  subject’s  farm.  The  place  is 
only  three  hours  ride  from  New  York  or  Phila- 
delphia on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
R,  R.,  allowing  business  men  every  facility  for  at- 
tending their  affairs  in  the  city  white  spending  their 
leisure  hours  in  the  salubrious  air  of  the  delightful 
resort. 

Mr.  Henry  comes  of  excellent  pioneer  stock, 
and  is  a great-grandson  of  Arthur  Henry,  a native 
of  Scotland  or  Ireland,  who  settled  in  Northamp- 
ton county  at  an  early  day.  Arthur  Henry,  who 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  had  a large  family  of 
children,  as  follows:  William,  Jacob,  James, 

Charles,  Lydia  (Mrs.  Jacob  Smith,  of  Paradise 
township,  Monroe  county), Hannah  (Mrs.  Decker), 
Nancy  (Mrs.  Ichabod  Price),  Jane  (Mrs.  Hanson 
Campbell,  of  Monroe  county),  and  Arthur,  Jr.,  of 
whom  nothing  is  known  except  that  he  settled  in 
the  south. 

Charles  Henry,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  came 
to  Monroe  county  in  1829,  locating  for  a time  in 
Stroudsburg,  and  later  in  Henry ville,  where  he 
purchased  a large  tract  of  land.  For  many  years  he 
rafted  extensively  on  the  Delaware  river,  and  in 
1842  erected  a sawmill  on  the  property  now  owned 
by  his  grandson, Wesley  C.  Henry,  subject  of  this 
sketch, and  this  remained  on  the  property  until  1896, 
when  our  subject  had  it  removed.  He  also  built 
a number  of  houses  on  the  property,  and  one  he 
operated  as  a hotel  for  'some  years.  Later,  in  1858, 
he  purchased  300  acres  of  land  near  Stroudsburg, 
where  he  erected  a large  stone  house  now  owned  by 
Dr.  P.  J.  Mucheer.  He  was  a man  of  rare  busi- 
ness ability  and  experience,  but  notwithstanding 
his  cares  he  was  always  keenly  interested  in  polit- 
ical affairs  in  Monroe  county,  serving  two  terms  as 
sheriff,  and  holding  a number  of  local  offices.  His 
popularity  was  based  on  personal  worth,  and  he  had 
many  friends  all  over  the  county.  He  died  in  1876 
at  his  old  homestead  near  Stroudsburg,  and  was 
buried  in  the  new  cemetery  at  that  city.  Bv  his  first 
wife,  Mary  (Posten),  he  had  seven  children: 
William,  father  of  our  subject;  Caroline,  wife  of 
Samuel  Brown,  of  Stroud  township ; Emily,  wife 
of  Samuel  Hilgret,  of  Paradise  township ; Hetty, 
wife  of  Henry  Braman,  of  Henryville;  Mary,  who 
married  Mr.  McFall,  of  New  Jersey,  and  settled 
near  Spragueville.;  and  Charles,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. His  second  wife  was  a Miss  Van  Buskirk, 
a member  of  a prominent  family  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  they  had  one  daughter,  Susan,  who  mar- 
ried Vincent  F.  Miller,  of  Manasquan,  New  Jersey. 


William  Henry,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  I 
June  16,  1838,  in  Paradise  township,  and  was  edu-<| 
cated  in  the  schools  of  Henryville,  where  he  grew  I 
to  manhood ; much  of  his  time  was  spent  in  clerk-  !:| 
ing  in  the  store  for  his  father.  In  1858  he  married  I 
Miss  Susan  S.  Brown,  who  was  born  in  1834,  the! 
daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Posten)  Brown,  and  I 
a member  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  j| 
Smithfield  township.  After  his  marriage  Air.  I 
Henry  removed  to  Dallas,  Luzerne  county,  where  I 
he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  for  some  two  or  1 
three  years ; but  a fire  destroyed  his  store,  leaving  I 
him  without  capital.  He  then,  in  1864,  removed  to  1 
Stroudsburg,  and  engaged  in  the  well  and  pump  1 
business.  Later  he  moved  to  East  Stroudsburg,  ] 
where  he  purchased  the  primitive  property,  and  | 
opened  a livery  stable,  which  he  conducted  until  I 
1880.  He  also  engaged  in  a general  grain  and  hay 
business,  and  dealt  largely  in  horses,  buying  and  1 
selling  in  the  markets  of  Philadelphia.  On  dispos- 
ing  of  his  livery  business  in  1880,  he  started  a 
match  factory  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  E.  Henry 
& Co.,  and  this  he  sold  to  the  Diamond  Alatch 
factory  in  1882.  In  October,  1882,  he  purchased 
the  old  homestead  at  Henryville  owned  by  his 
father,  where  he  rebuilt  the  mill  and  engaged  in  the 
general  stone  and  flag  stone  business,  in  partner- 
ship with  Air.  Ivistler.  In  Alarch,  1883,  he  erected 
a large  addition  to  the  house  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  city  boarders,  and  in  April,  1884,  he  pur- 
chased Air.  Kistler’s  interest  in  this  business,  which 
he  continued  alone  until  his  death,  on  May  13,  1885. 
His  worthy  wife,  who  is  much  esteemed  for  her 
devoted  Christian  life,  survived  him,  with  one  son, 
Wesley  C.,  our  subject.  They  succeeded  to  his 
large  business,  and  still  reside  on  his  homestead, 
which  is  one  of  the  finest  estates  in  Paradise  Valley. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  25,  1859,  at 
Dallas,  Penn.,  and  his  education  was ’obtained  in 
the  public  schools  of  Stroudsburg.  He  also  took 
a course  in  a business  college  at  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.,  graduating  in  1883,  and  since  his  return 
home  has  purchased  his  mother’s  interest  in  the 
business,  which  he  conducts  with  marked  ability 
and  success.  In  January,  1884,  he  married  Aliss 
Annie  L.  Spragle,  who  has  been  a most  efficient 
helpmeet  in  all  his  enterprises.  She  was  born 
Alarch  28,  1864,  at  Tannersville,  and  was  educated, 
at  Stroudsburg,  where  her  parents,  William  and 
Absilia  Spragle,  were  prominent  residents.  Air. 
Henry  and  his  wife  are  popular  socially,  and  he 
belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  to  Lodge  No. 
319,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  of  Stroudsburg.  Politically  he 
is  a Democrat,  and  in  religion  he  inclines  to  the 
Alethodist  faith,  of  which  his  mother  is  p.n  earnest 
and  faithful  adherent. 

JOHN  S.  OLIVER,  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing, energetic  nnd  successful  young  business  men 
of  Pike  county,  is  now  carrying  on  operations  along 
various  lines  of  endeavor  at  Glen  Evre,  where  he 
owns  much  valuable  property.  Flis  ability,  enter- 
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prise  and  upright  methods  have  already  gained  for 
him  an  enviable  reputation  in  business  circles,  and 
his  popularity  is  established  on  a firm  basis — that 
of  his  own  well-tested  merit. 

Mr.  Oliver  was  born  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  12, 
1874,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  J.  Oliver,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  the  same  city  in  1834.  The  father  is 
still  engaged  in  business  at  that  place  as  a contractor. 
In  Rome,  Ga.,  he  married  Miss  Frances,  daughter 
of  Jacob  Shopshire,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Beatrice  F.,  who  was  born  in  1873, 
and  is  at  home ; John  S. ; and  Susan  S.,  who  was 
born  in  1877,  and  is  also  at  home. 

After  completing  a high-school  education  in 
Atlanta,  John  Shopshire  Oliver  went  to  New  York 
City  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  there  secured 
a position  in  a bank,  which  at  the  end  of  a year  was 
consolidated  with  the  Standard  National  Bank,  and 
Mr.  Oliver  was  appointed  assistant  cashier  in  the 
new  concern.  Fie  remained  with  the  bank  for  three 
years,  and  as  he  adhered  strictly  to  business,  he  re- 
ceived several  promotions.  In  1897  he  speculated 
quite  extensively  in  sugar  and  gas  stocks  with 
marked  success,  and  these  gains  he  invested  in  Pike 
county  real  estate,  purchasing  976  acres  of  valuable 
timber  land,  including  the  village  of  Glen  Eyre, 
tenement  houses,  store,  etc.,  also  a farm  of  fifty-five 
acres,  all  under  cultivation.  Upon  this  land  are 
very  valuable  quarries  of  Pennsylvania  blue  stone. 
Under  the  firm  name  of  the  Blooming  Grove  Lum- 
ber Company,  of  which  Mr.  Oliver  is  president,  an 
extensive  lumber  business  is  carried  on,  the  com- 
pany owning  and  operating  a steam  sawmill  at 
Glen  Eyre,  and  in  the  quarries  and  mill  employment 
is  given  to  from  twenty  to  forty  men  the  year 
round.  Besides  the  above  mentioned  enterprises, 
Mr.  Oliver  is  also  engaged  in  the  sale  of  general 
merchandise  at  Glen  Eyre.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  though  not  radical  in  his  views,  and  on 
May  15,  1898,  he  was  commissioned  postmaster 
at  Glen  Eyre. 

ANDREW  J.  KIMBLE,  a highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  belongs 
to  a family  which  was  early  founded  in  this  section 
of  the  State.  His  grandfather,  Abel  Kimble,  was 
probably  a native  of  Connecticut,  whence  when  a 
young  man  he  came  to  Pike  county,  locating  on 
the  Wallenpaupack  stream,  in  what  is  now  com- 
monly called  the  Paupac  settlement.  There  he 
erected  the  first  gristmill  built  in  northeastern 
Pennsylvania.  He  married  Sibel  Chapman,  who 
was  born  April  22,  1757,  and  died  in  1847.  She 
was  a daughter  of  Uriah  and  Sibel  Chapman,  the 
former  of  whom  died  April  23,  1816,  aged  eighty- 
two  years,  the  latter  on  September  17,  1807,  aged 
seventy-one.  The  children  born  to  Abel  Kimble 
and  his  wife  were  as  follows:  LTriah,  who  spent  part 
of  his  life  in  Michigan,  but  died  in  Pike  county, 
Penn. ; Erastus,  who  died  in  Michigan ; Philip, 
who  died  in  the  Mexican  war;  Burnum,  the  father 
of  our  subject;  Otto,  who  died  in  Milford,  Penn.; 


Clara,  who  first  married  Robert  Drake,  and  for  her 
second  husband  wedded  Henry  Bartleson ; Mary, 
who  married  a Mr.  Pwack ; Betsy,  who  married 
John  Connet ; Sarah,  who  married  Rudolphus  Bing- 
ham ; and  Mahala,  who  married  Jacob  Atherton. 

Burnum  Kimble  was  born  in  Palmyra  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  in  1795,  and  died  in  1866.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  milling  business  throughout 
life,  and  the  ruins  of  his  old  mill  can  still  be  seen 
near  the  Marcus  Killam  place.  He  also  followed 
farming,  and  in  later  years  took  up  lumbering. 
Politically  he  was  a stanch  Democrat,  up  till  the 
Fremont  campaign,  since  when  he  has  voted  the 
Republican  ticket.  He  was  honored  by  an  election 
to  all  of  the  township  offices,  which  he  has  most  ably 
filled.  He  married  Miss  Annie  Brown,  a native  of 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children:  Caroline  (deceased),  who 
married  Henrv  Edward,  a farmer  of  Palmyra  town- 
ship, Pike  county;  Sibel  (deceased),  married  to  G. 
Pellett,  of  the  same  township ; Susan,  who  died 
young;  Philip  (deceased),  who  married  Lucy 
Kimble  (of  a different  family),  and  was  employed 
for  years  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal  at  Haw- 
ley, Penn. ; Arthur,  who  married  Millie  Killam 
(now  deceased),  and  resides  in  Flawley ; Ada  J., 
widow  of  Rush  Killam,  and  living  in  Rock  county, 
Wis. ; Andrew  J.  is  the  next  of  the  family;  Erastus, 
who  died  young;  and  Sarah  A.  (deceased),  who 
married  A.  J.  Nice,  of  Palmyra  township. 

Andrew  J.  Kimble  was  born  in  Palmyra  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  December  1,  1828,  and  his  early 
life  was  spent  in  attending  the  common  schools  and 
assisting  in  the  farm  work.  On  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  went  to  Van  Buren  county,  Mich.,  where 
he  was  employed  in  a sawmill  for  three  years,  and 
then  returned  to  his  native  county  and  engaged  in 
lumbering  there.  At  the  end  of  twelve  years  he 
again  went  west,  this  time  traveling  with  his  first 
wife,  for  the  benefit  of  her  health,  through. Illinois 
and  Wisconsin,  and  in  Rock  county,  latter  State, 
she  died.  Returning  to  Pennsylvania,  he  engaged 
in  lumbering  and  also  in  the  manufacture  of  spokes 
and  hubs  at  Hawley  for  some  years,  and  when  he 
sold  his  property  there  he  bought  his  present  farm 
in  Palmyra  township.  Pike  county,  comprising 
twenty  acres,  all  under  excellent  cultivation.  Here 
he  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming,  and  he 
also  keeps  summer  boarders. 

On  December  25,  1859,  in  Carbondale,  Penn., 
Mr.  Kimble  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Helen 
M.  Pellett,  who  was  born  March  13,  1835,  and  died 
September  30,  1866.  Of  the  three  children  born 
to  this  union,  Hattie  and  Howard  both  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  Addie  was  married  in  Rock  county,  Wis., 
to  Atlev  Bingham,  but  is  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Kimble  was  again  married,  December  10,  1867,  to 
Miss  Nancy  G.  Pellett,  a sister  of  his  first  wife,  and 
a daughter  of  Calvin  and  Eunice  (Kimble)  Pellett. 
Her  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Nancy 
(Bingham)  Pellett,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Canterbury,  Conn.,  February  2,  1748,  and  died 
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in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  September 
i8,  1X37,  while  his  wife  was  born  about  1788,  a 
daughter  of  ilezekiah  Bingham,  and  died  February 
15,  1815.  Mrs.  Kimble’s  maternal  grandparents 
were  Ephraim  and  Eunice  (Ainsley)  Kimble,  the 
former  a farmer  and  extensive  lumberman  of  I ’ike 
county.  Calvin  1 ’el let t was  born  in  Palmyra  town- 
ship, August  13,  1804,  passed  his  entire  life  on  the 
old  homestead  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering, 
and  died  August  3,  1 805  ; his  wife,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  township',  December  10,  1810,  passed  away 
May  14,  1871.  Their  eldest  child  was  Helen  Marr, 
the  first  wife  of  our  subject,  the  others  being  as 
follows:  William  Wallace,  horn  May  26,  1837,  died 
December  13,  1866  (he  married  Anna  Edwards)  ; 
Ezra  B.,  horn  June  7,  1839,  wedded  Mary  Ann 
Lord,  and  lives  in  Jackson  county,  111. ; Nancy  G., 
horn  June  8,  1841,  is  the  present  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Ephraim  K.,  born  March  24,  1843,  married 
Josic  Prichet,  and  died  May  5,  1881 ; Theodore  F., 
born  December  27,  1844,  married  Esther  Bennett, 
and  resides  in  Murphysboro,  111.;  Millie  M.,  born 
December  T2,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  P.  Grant, 
of  Knoxville,  Iowa;  Obediah,  born  March  20,  1849, 
died  May  12,  1849;  Calvin  O..  born  January  3,  1853, 
married  Emma  Tippett,  and  resides  in  Murphys- 
boro, 111.:  and  Eunice,  born  May  31,  1856,  died 
May  9,  1857.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kimble  have  a family 
of  five  children,  namely:  Helen  M.,  born  May  15, 
1869,  is  the  wife  of  Artemus  Simons,  a carpenter 
of  Dunmore,  Penn.;  Eunice,  born  August  21,  1871, 
and  Cora,  born  October  ix,  1873,  both  reside  in 
Scranton,  Penn.;  and  Annie  B.,  born  October  21, 
1875,  and  Clara  Belle,  born  June.21,  1878,  are  both 
at  home. 

The  Republican  party  finds  in  Mr.  Kimble  a stanch 
supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  has  ever  taken 
quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  political 
affairs.  His  fellow  citizens  have  often  called  him 
to  public  office,  and  he  has  most  efficiently  served 
as  jury  commissioner,  township  assessor,  super- 
visor, school  director  nine  years,  and  overseer  of 
the  poor  nine  years.  He  was  also  postmaster  at 
Paupac  for  many  years,  and  since  1894  his  wife  has 
filled  that  office  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

JOHN  PETERS,  who  now,  after  a long  and 
active  career  in  the  commercial  world,  is  living  re- 
tired in  his  old  home,  Middlesmithfield,  Monroe 
county,  has  won  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens  to  an  enviable  degree,  and  may  be  truly 
looked  upon  as  a representative  type  of  the  Chris- 
tian element  in  citizenship.  He  has  occupied  his 
beautiful  residence  since  1881,  when  he  relinquished 
active  business  cares,  and  he  is  now  passing  his  days 
in  peaceful  enjoyment  of  the  ample  competence 
which  he  accumulated  by  years  of  close  attention  to 
his  life  occupation,  merchandising. 

Mr.  Peters  was  born  August  18,  1822,  in  Mid- 
dlesmithfield township,  son  of  George  Peters  and 
grandson  of  Peter  Peters,  the  latter  a native  of 


Germany  who  came  to  this  country  in  early  life  and 
located  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  for  some 
years.  He  married  a native  of  Alsace,  France,  and  in 
the  early  part  of  the  present  century  they  removed 
with  their  family  to  Stroud  township,  at  that  time 
included  in  Northampton  county,  now  Monroe 
county,  Penn.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  days.  Peter  Peters  was  a miller  by  calling. 
Of  the  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  John,  born  in  Philadelphia, 
settled  in  Deposit,  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  along  the 
Delaware  river,  and  there  followed  lumbering  for  a 
number  of  years,  dying  in  that  place;  he  married  a 
Miss  Smith,  of  Wallpack,  N.  J.  Henry,  oorn  in 
Philadelphia,  married  Miss  Sarah  Gunsaulus,  of 
Monroe  county,  and  settled  at  Bushkill,  Pike  county, 
where  he  carried  on  a general  mercantile  business 
for  many  years,  becoming  one  of  the  prominent  men 
of  his  town ; he  died  at  his  home  in  Pike  county 
about  twenty-five  years  ago,  leaving  two  sons, 
William  and  Samuel,  who  still  reside  there.  Michael 
passed  his  entire  life  in  Philadelphia ; his  family  are 
all  deceased.  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  'Samuel 
Meredith,  of  Philadelphia. 

George  Peters  was  born  in  1793  at  Chestnut 
Hill,  Philadelphia,  came  with  his  parents  to  Monroe 
county,  and  was  here  reared  to  manhood,  after  his 
marriage  settling  on  a large  tract  of  land  in  Middle- 
smithfield which  he  purchased.  He  was  engaged  in 
clearing  and  cultivating  this  farm  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  and  he  succeeded  by  untiring  in- 
dustry in  converting  the  place  into  a valuable  prop- 
erty. Mr.  Peters  wedded  Miss  Margaret  Miller, 
who  was  born  in  1799  and  grew  to  womanhood  in 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  both  passed  away  on  the 
homestead,  Mrs.  Peters  in  1877,  Mr.  Peters  in  July, 
1880;  their  remains  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Cool- 
baugh.  They  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  instrumental  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Middle- 
smithfield, of  which  they  were  liberal  supporters,  and 
in  which  Mr.  Peters  served  as  elder  for  a number 
of  years.  Twelve  children  were  born  to  this  couple, 
of  whom  six  are  now  living;  (1)  Sarah  died  when 
eleven  years  of  age.  (2)  Plenry,  born  in  January, 
1821,  was  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Mar- 
shall’s Creek  and  Bushkill  for  many  years,  during 
his  later  years  removing  to  Somerville,  N.  J.,  where 
he  died ; he  married  Miss  Lydia  Coolbaugh,  by 
whom  he  had  two  daughters,  Delinda  and  Mary.  (3) 
John  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  (4)  Daniel,  born 
in  1823,  now  deceased,  lived  retired  in  Camden,  N. 
J. ; he  married  Miss  Susan  Coolbaugh,  of  Strouds- 
burg, and  they  had  four  children,  Mary,  George, 
John  and  Nellie.  (5)  Dalinda,  born  in  October, 
1827,  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Nice,  of  Pike  county, 
where  they  resided  until  his  death,  since  which  time 
Mrs.  Nice  has  lived  in  Stroudsburg;  they  had  six 
children,  Ella  (Mrs.  Jacob  P.  Gillott,  of  Strouds- 
burg), Margaret  (living  with  her  mother),  Mary 
(wife  of  Judge  Clair,  of  Pike  county),  James  E., 
Harry,  and  Eva  (wife  of  Christopher  Bull,  of  Mil- 
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ford,  Pike  county).  (6)  Philip  M.,  born  in  Novem- 
ber, 1829,  married  Miss  Sarah  A.*  Shoemaker,  of 
Monroe  county,  who  died  in  1897  leaving  one  son, 
Edgar,  now  residing  with  his  father  on  the  farm  in 
Middlesmithfield.  (7)  Margaret,  born  in  1831, 
keeps  house  for  her  brother  Philip.  (8)  Jacob,  born 
April  11,  1834,  married  Miss  Eliza  Dreher,  of 
Stroudsburg,  sister  of  Judge  Samuel  Dreher,  one  of 
the  leading  lawyers  of  that  town,  and  they  settled 
in  Middlesmithfield,  where  he  died  in  August,  1865  ; 
they  had  no  family.  (9)  George  W.,  born  in  Octo- 
ber, 1836,  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Middlesmith- 
field ; lie  married  Miss  Eliza  Dreher,  who  died  in 
February,  1893,  leaving  three  children,  Frederick, 
William  F.,  and  Helen.  (10)  William  S.,  born  in 
May,  1839,  received  his  education  in  the  college  at 
Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.,  and  became  a missionary  under 
the  American  Sunday-school  Union,  of  Philadelphia, 
of  which  he  became  secretary ; he  was  sent  to  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  and  later  to  California,  where  he  died 
in  1872,  in  San  Diego ; he  was  a man  of  fine  educa- 
tion, and  possessed  remarkable  ability  for  the  noble 
work  in  which  he  was  engaged.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Peters  made  a trip  to  the  coast  and  brought  the  re- 
mains to  Smithfield,  where  they  were  buried.  (11) 
Jane,  born  in  November,  1841,  married  Case  F. 
Smith,  of  Middlesmithfield,  and  they  made  their 
home  in  Smithfield  township,  where  they  died ; they 
had  two  children,  Carl  Verne  and  Margaret.  (12) 
Susan,  born  in  March,  1844,  is  unmarried  and  re- 
sides in  Monroe  county. 

John  Peters  attended  the  public  schools  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  early  home  in  Middlesmithfield,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  After  commencing  life  on  his 
own  account  he  carried  on  a mercantile  business  in 
Easton,  Penn.,  for  five  years,  thence  removing  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandising 
for  himself  for  one  year.  In  1854  he  entered  the 
wholesale  dry-goods  house  of  James,  Kent,  Sauter 
& Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  in  whose  employ  he  continued 
for  thirty-four  years  as  salesman.  Mr.  Peters  was 
married,  in  1858,  to  Miss  Clara  Magee,  the  accom- 
plished daughter  of  Hugh  S.  and  Margaret  Magee, 
of  Philadelphia,  where  she  was  born  and  educated, 
and  they  resided  in  their  home  at  No.  1826  Green 
street,  until  their  removal  to  Middlesmithfield, 
Monroe  county,  in  1881.  Mr.  Peters  owns  the  place 
upon  which  his  dwelling  stands,  and  since  he  has 
made  his  home  here  numerous  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  property,  which  is  now  one  of  the  most 
highly  improved  in  the  township ; he  originally  had  a 
large  farm,  but  now  retains  only  eleven  acres.  The 
barns  and  outbuildings  are  all  new  and  very  sub- 
stantial, and  the  residence,  beautifully  located  on 
high  ground,  and  surrounded  with  well-kept  lawns, 
is  one  of  the  finest  between  Stroudsburg  and  Bush- 
kill  and  is  generally  admired.  It  is  commodious  and 
conveniently  fitted  with  all  modern  improvements, 
having  water  all  over  the  house,  and  is  tastefully 
finished  in  hardwood,  and  here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters 
dispense  a bounteous  hospitality,  for  their  friends  in 
this  neighborhood  are  numbered  by  the  score.  They 


have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  they  have  all  their 
lives  endeavored  to  help  the  young  in  their  early 
struggles,  and  they  are  now  devoting  the  greater 
part  of  their  time  to  the  Master’s  cause  as  home  mis- 
sionaries. In  1883  he  erected  the  Highland  Grove 
Mission  building,  where  they  established  a mission 
Sabbath-school,  and  they  have  labored  zealously  in 
this  work  and  in  enterprises  of  a similar  nature,  tak- 
ing an  active  interest  in  Church  work  as  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  denomination,  with  which  they 
have  been  identified  for  over  fifty  years.  They  are 
worthy  an  honored  place  among  the  most  intelligent 
citizens  of  the  community,  and  the  love  and  esteem 
in  which  they  are  held  by  all  who  know. them  is 
sufficient  proof  that  their  services  in  the  good  work 
they  have  undertaken  are  highly  appreciated.  Mr. 
Peters  was  originally  a Democrat  in  political  senti- 
ment, but  of  late  years  he  has  been  identified  with 
the  Independent  party. 

GEORGE  HENRY  COOK,  a well-known 
brakeman  on  the  Erie  railroad,  residing  in  Hawley, 
Wayne  county,  was  born  February  3,  1852,  in  Phil- 
adelphia, Penn.,  a son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Irwin) 
Cook,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  and  on  coming  to  America  located 
in  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Cook's  paternal  grandparents,  Anthony 
and  Mary  Cook,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  County 
Mayo,  where  they  reared  their  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, namely : Patrick  was  the  father  of  our  subject ; 
Henry  died  in  Philadelphia ; Bridget  married  An- 
thony Cook  (no  relation),  and  died  in  Philadelphia; 
Mary  wedded  Nale  Fallan,  and  both  died  in  Car- 
bondale,  Penn. ; Ann  married  Owen  Smith,  and  both 
died  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio ; Katharine  married  John 
Manley,  and  both  died  in  New  York;  Ellen  mar- 
ried William  Monghin,  and  both  died  in  Phila- 
delphia. The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
Patrick  and  Mary  (Heffran)  Irwin,  left  their  old 
home  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica, with  the  Cook  family,  spending  their  remaining 
days  in  Philadelphia.  Their  children  were  Mary, 
the  mother  of  our  subject;  George,  who  was 
drowned  at  Philadelphia ; Michael,  who  died  in 
Havre  de  Grace,  Md. ; and  Thomas,  who  died  in 
Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Mary  Cook  was  a first  cousin 
of  Rev.  Patrick  Irwin. 

After  spending  a few  years  in  Philadelphia  the 
parents  of  cur  subject  returned  to  their  native  land, 
but  three  years  later  again  came  to  Philadelphia, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1854,  aged  thirty-eight 
years,  and  was  there  laid  to  rest.  In  1857  the  father 
came  to  Hawley,  where  he  lived  for  six  years,  and  then 
moved  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  dying  there  in  July,  1877, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years ; his  remains  were 
brought  back  to  Hawley  for  burial.  In  Philadel- 
phia: lie  was  employed  as  a ship  gauger.  Both  parents 
were  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Their  children  were  Bridget,  who  was  drowned  at 
Philadelphia  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ; John, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nine ; Michael,  who  died  at 
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the  age  of  seven  ; Mary,  who  wedded  1 homas 
Cavanaugh,  and  both  died  in  Hawley;  Sarah  E., 
widow  of  Patrick  Gallagher,  and  a resident  of  Haw- 
lev  ; Patrick,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years; 
Thomas,  a laborer  living  in  Hawley;  Henry,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nine;  and  George  H.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
the  father  married  Catherine  Hine,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Scranton. 

During  his  boyhood  George  II.  Cook  began 
driving  a horse  on  a canal  and  was  thus  employed 
for  fourteen  years.  Later  he  worked  for  six  months 
on  the  construction  of  the  M.  O.  & W.  railroad, 
and  for  one  summer  was  captain  on  the  Morris 
Canal,  between  Jersey  City  and  Philipsburg.  The 
following  two  years  he  was  a street-car  driver  on  the 
Tenth  Avenue  Line  in  New  York  City,  after  which 
he  worked  in  a distillery  at  that  place  for  the  same 
length  of  time,  and  for  four  months  drove  a wagon 
for  the  Knickerbocker  Ice  Co.  Subsequently  he 
was  employed  for  a few  months  in  a sawmill  at 
Wilsonville,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  from  April  un- 
til September,  1873,  worked  at  widening  the  tracks 
of  the  Erie  railroad  at  Parker’s  Glen.  He  was  then 
employed  as  brakeman  until  April,  1875,  when  he 
accepted  a position  in  the  coal  mines  at  Scranton, 
remaining  there  until  1877.  The  following  year 
he  was  similarly  employed  by  E.  A.  Corey  & Co., 
and  from  April,  1881,  until  November  16,  1882,  he 
operated  his  wife’s  farm.  Removing  to  Hawley, 
he  worked  for  the  firm  of  Lambert  & Co.,  silk 
manufacturers,  remaining  with  them  until  June, 
1883,  digging  wells,  etc.  During  the  construction 
of  the  Erie  & Wyoming  Valley  railroad  he  was  em- 
ployed in  grading  until  1885,  and  next  worked  in 
a stone  quarry  until  March  12,  1888,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  brakeman  on  the  Erie  railroad. 

On  March  3,  1874,  at  St.  Michael’s  Church, 
New  York  City,  Mr.  Cook  was  married,  by  Father 
Donnelly,  to  Mrs.  Mary  T.  (Roach)  Farley, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children:  Hannorah, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  .years,  four  months 
and  ten  days ; and  Sarah  A.  and  George  H.,  both  at 
home.  Mrs.  Cook  is  a native  of  Lackawaxen, 
Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  Patrick  and  Hannorah 
(Colbert)  Roach,  who  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  and  on  coming  to  the 
New  World  located  at  Lackawaxen,  the  father  en- 
gaging in  farming  until  the  fall  of  1875,  when  he 
went  to  Scranton  to  make  his  home  with  our  sub- 
ject, dying  there  in  February,  1876,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years ; he  was  brought  to  Hawley  for  in- 
terment. The  mother  died  at  Pond  Eddy,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  while  residing  with  her  son,  in  April,  1888, 
aged  sixyt-eight  years,  and  was  also  interred  in 
Hawley.  Both  were  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  the  father  was  a Democrat  in  politics. 
Their  children  were  John,  deceased  ; Mary,  who  died 
when  young;  Mary  T.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Bi  ldget,  who  died  in  childhood.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Edward  Roach,  spent  his  entire  life 
in  County  Cork,  Ireland. 


Mrs.  Cook  has  been  twice  married,  her  first 
husband  being  Lawrence  Farley,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 9,  1868,  aged  twenty-seven  years.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  them  were  John,  who  married  Jane 
Dougherty,  and  lives  in  Dunm.ore,  Penn. ; Joseph, 
now  deceased,  who  wedded  Mary  E.  Laughney,  now 
a resident  of  Dunmore ; Lawrence  E.,  who  was 
killed  by  an  overhead  bridge  while  engaged  in  rail- 
roading in  New  Britain,  Conn.;  and  Peter,  who  is 
a brakeman  on  the  Erie  railroad  with  our  subject. 
The  father  of  these  children  was  a native  of  Ireland, 
and  a son  of  Patrick  and  Kate  (McConna)  Farley, 
of  County  Meath,  where  the  former  died.  The 
mother  afterward  came  to  America  with  five  of  her 
children,  but  later  returned  to  Ireland  with  them. 
They  were  related  to  Bishop  Farley,  and  the  family, 
which  was  one  of  prominence,  numbered  three  cler- 
gymen. 

Politically,  Mr.  Cook  is  independent;  religious- 
ly he  is  a Catholic ; and  fraternally  he  is  a member 
of  the  B.  R.  T.,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; the  C.  M.  B. 
A.,  of  Hawley,  and  the  N.  P.  L.,  also  of  Hawley, 
Throughout  his  varied  and  useful  career  he  has 
made  many  friends,  and  has  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  all  who  know  him. 

EDSON  D.  KNAPP,  postmaster  and  mer- 
chant of  Damascus,  Wayne  county,  and  one  of  the 
rising  young  business  men  of  this  region,  is  a native 
of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  born  January  17,  1875, 
in  Cochecton,  son  of  DeWitt  and  Susan  C.  Knapp. 

DeWitt  Knapp  was  born  September  15,  1839, 
in  the  town  of  Crawford,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  father.  Nelson  Knapp,  was  engaged  in  farming, 
near  Callaber  Hill.  The  mother  died  when  DeWitt 
was  a small  boy,  and  the  father  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Ilamptonburg,  in  which  place  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  When  sixteen  years  of 
age  DeAVitt  Knapp  met  with  an  accident  which 
in  all  probability  changed  the  entire  course  of  his 
life.  The  injury  caused  a white  swelling  in  one  of 
his  limbs,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  amputate 
the  member,  thus  crippling  him  for  life.  This  nat- 
urally shut  him  out  from  the  more  active  and 
vigorous  life  led  by  most  young  men,  and  he  turned 
his  attention  to  books,  becoming  a close  student. 
He  graduated  at  the  Hudson  River  Institute,  and 
later  attended  Eastman’s  Business  College,  at 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
first  graduates,  after  which  he  took  up  the  teacher’s 
profession,  following  same  for  a number  of  years 
in  Orange  county  and  at  Bloomingburg,  Sullivan 
county.  At  the  latter  place  he  embarked  in  the 
hotel  business,  and  after  a couple  of  years’  experi- 
ence there  became  proprietor  of  the  “Cochecton 
House,”  in  Cochecton,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  which 
town  he  removed  111  1869,  making  a permanent  resi- 
dence there.  He  retired  from  business  a few  years 
before  he  died,  on  September  22,  1895,  after  a few 
days’  illness.  Fie  became  one  of  the  most  popular 
landlords  in  the  Delaware  Valley,  his  genial  good  na- 
ture, accommodating  disposition  and  hearty  hospitable 
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manner  making  him  a favorite  with  the  traveling 
public,  who  showed  their  appreciation  in  a substan- 
tial way.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  public  af- 
fairs of  the  cummunity  in  which  he  settled,  and  was  as 
well  liked  in  political  as  in  business  circles,  his  pop- 
ularity being  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. He  was  elected  supervisor  of  the  town 
of  Cochecton  fifteen  times,  and  for  five  consecutive 
years  served  as  chairman  of  the  board;  in  1881  and 
1884  he  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  the  office 
of  county  treasurer;  in  1884  he  was  chairman  of 
the  Republican  County  Committee ; and  he  re- 
ceived numerous  other  honors  within  the  gift  of  the 
people,  who  always  gave  him  their  enthusiastic  sup- 
port. In  1879  he  was  nominated  for  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  by  the  Greenback  party,  then 
powerful  in  Sullivan  county,  but  he  was  too  loyal  a 
Republican  to  accept  nomination  at  any  other  hands, 
and  lie  was  always  a zealous  and  influential  worker 
in  the  interests  of  his  chosen  party.  No  man  who 
knew  Mr.  Knapp,  in  any  relation  of  life,  could  speak 
aught  but  good  of  him.  He  was  regarded  with  the 
highest  respect  by  his  fellow  citizens  and  business 
associates,  and  his  long  career  was  unsullied  with 
the  mark  of  one  mean  or  underhanded  transaction. 
His  generosity  to  the  unfortunate  and  afflicted  was 
proverbial  wherever  he  was  known,  and  he  was 
loyal  and  true  to  his  friends  under  all  circumstances, 
just  in  all  his  dealings  and  possessed  of  a degree 
of  judgment  and  foresight  only  acquired  in  a wide 
business  experience. 

While  engaged  in  teaching  at  Bloomingburg 
Mr.  Knapp  met  and  married  Mrs.  Susan  C.  (Camp- 
bell) Barkley,  and  they  reared  a family  of  three 
children,  viz. : Charles  N.,  Susan  F.,  and  Edson  D. 
Charles  N.  was  born  in  1868,  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  received  his  preparatory  education  in  the 
Hudson  River  Institute,  and  later  entered  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York,  whence  he 
was  graduated ; ne  is  now  practicing  his  profession 
in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  Susan,  born  in  1871,  in  Co- 
checton, N.  Y.,  graduated  from  the  Delaware  Valley 
Academy,  Penn.,  and  in  1894  married  J.  J.  McCol- 
lough,  of  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  to  which  union  have 
been  born  two  children,  Gladys  and  Kingsley ; they 
resided  for  a time  in  Cochecton,  where  Mr.  McCol- 
lough  carried  on  mercantile  business  for  six  years, 
but  their  home  is  now  at  White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  is  foremost  among  the  wealthy  and  influential 
citizens,  now  living  retired  from  active  business  life. 

Edson  D.  Knapp  was  reared  in  his  native  town, 
and  received  the  greater  part  of  his  education  in  the 
Delaware  Valley  Academy,  after  leaving  which  he 
entered  Lowell's  Business  College,  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.  After  leaving  college,  in  July,  1895,  he  invested 
in  real  estate  in  Damascus,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
known  as  the  Vail  & Appley  property,  and  here  he 
has  since  resided,  carrying  on  a general  merchan- 
dise business.  On  June  15,  1897,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  the  town,  and  is  still  serving  as  such. 
Mr.  Knapp  has  evidently  inherited  the  business  abil- 
ity and  capacity  of  his  father,  for  though  he  is  young 


in  years  he  has  displayed  careful  judgment  in  his 
business  affairs  of  whatever  nature,  developed  and 
strengthened  no  doubt  by  the  experience  gained 
under  his  father.  He  handles  a large  amount  of 
goods  annually,  and  has  established  himself  on  a 
solid  business  footing  in  the  town,  where  he  bids 
fair  to  gain  a standing  among  the  most  successful. 
He  is  treasurer  of  the  Laurel  Lake  Telephone  Co. 
Mr.  Knapp  is  at  present  holding  the  office  of  town 
committeeman  in  Damascus,  in  political  affiliation 
belonging  to  the  Republican  party. 

In  June,  1896,  Mr.  Knapp  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Gertrude  Jackson,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Lydia  Jackson,  who  are  prominent  people 
in  Damascus  township,  and  they  have  since  had 
their  residence  in  Damascus.  Mrs.  Knapp  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  our  subject  uniting 
with  the  First  Baptist  Church,  of  Damascus,  in 
which  he  is  now  serving  as  trustee. 

JOHN  LI.  DAUMANN,  a prominent  agri- 
culturist of  Milford  township,  Pike  county,  is  the 
owner  of  two  good  farms  in  that  locality,  and. his 
industry  and  thrift  are  seen  in  the  careful  manage- 
agement  and  cultivation  of  his  estates.  These  excel- 
lent qualities  of  character  he  derives  from  hardy 
German  ancestry,  and  he  represents  well  the  enter- 
prising spirit  of  that  race. 

Mr.  Daumann  was  born  March  3,  1856,  at  Mil- 
ford, Pike  county,  a son  of  George  and  Marie  (Boh- 
ner)  Daumann,  natives  of  Bavaria,  of  whom  a more 
extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere.  His  parents 
came  to  New  York  before  their  marriage,  and  his 
father  was  engaged  in  business  there  as  a manu- 
facturer of  shoes,  employing  ten  men,  and  after  his 
removal  to  Milford,  in  1855,  he  continued  that  busi- 
ness, his  trade  keeping-  two  workmen  busy.  He 
also  followed  farming  at  the  present  homestead  of 
our  subject,  and  at  times  he  took  an  active  part  in 
local  affairs  as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  died  June  29,  1891,  aged  seventy-three  years ; his 
widow  passed  away  January  27,  1895,  aged  seventy- 
six.  Their  children  were:  Margaret  (Mrs.  George 
Essenfelder),  deceased;  Rosa  (Mrs.  Edward 
Stickler),  deceased;  George,  now  the  treasurer  of 
Pike  county ; Anna,  wife  of  Seth  L.  Faunce,  of 
Marion,  Mass. ; John  H. , our  subject;  and  Mary 
L.,  deceased. 

Our  subject  has  resided  at  his  present  home 
since  he  was  seven  years  old,  and  was  reared  to  farm 
work.  When  his  parents  left  the  homestead  in  1874 
to  locate  in  Milford  village  he  was  left  in  charge 
of  the  place,  which  he  has  continued  to  manage  with 
marked  ability'.  He  is  interested  in  local  politics, 
and  as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party  has  often 
taken  an  active  share  in  party  work,  serving  at  times 
as  inspector  of  elections.  As  a citizen  he  is  much 
respected,  and  his  genial  manners  have  won  for 
him  a large  circle  of  friends. 

On  November  8,  1877,  he  was  married  at  Mil- 
ford by  Rev.  E.  H.  Mateer,  a Presbyterian  min- 
ister, to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Lauer,  and  seven  children 
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have  blessed  their  union:  Miss  Carrie  A.,  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1878;  I 'Yank  II.,  born  March  24,  1880; 
William  J.,  born  February  18,  1882;  George  A., 
born  May  15,  1884;  Evalynn  and  Katie  M.  (twins), 
born  September  27,  j886,  the  latter  of  whom  died 
in  infancy;  and  Daisy  L.,  born  April  18,  1892. 
Mrs.  Daumann,  who  is  a lady  of  fine  mental  ability, 
and  social  talent,  was  born  October  20,  1859,  in 
Milford  township,  Pike  county,  a daughter  of  Ever- 
hart Latier,  a native  of  llipes,  Bavaria.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  in  early  manhood,  and  after 
spending  a few  years  in  New  York  City  he  settled 
in  Milford  township,  Pike  county,  upon  a farm 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1865  at  the  age  of  forty 
years,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the  cemetery 
at  Milford.  He  was  married  in  New  York  City 
to  Miss  Catherine  Polach,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  January  19,  1826,  and  now  resides  on  a 
farm  in  Dingman  township,  Pike  county.  After 
the  death  of  Mr.  Laucr  she  married  Eberhard  Ham- 
mond, who  died  in  1892  aged  sixty  years.  By  her 
first  marriage  she  had  the  following  children : Au- 
gust, who  died  in  childhood ; Louise,  who  married 
William  Ramsey  and  now  resides  in  Philadelphia; 
Henry,  a retired  farmer  in  Livingston  county,  111., 
who  has  never  married ; Edward,  a carpenter  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Barbara  Grass; 
Sarah  J.  (Mrs.  Daumann)  ; James  W.,  a farmer  in 
Westfall  township,  Pike  county,  who  married 
Amelia  Wirtz;  and  John  P.,  a farmer  in  Dingman 
township,  Pike  county,  who  married  Amie  Helms. 

JAMES  W.  TAYLOR  (deceased),  who  was 
for  several  years  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and 
lumbermen  of  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  May  1,  1829, 
and  in  1840  came  to  America  with  his  parents, 
Robert  and  Jane  Taylor,  also  natives  of  Cornwall. 
They  located  at  Oregon,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
called  from  this  life.  The  parents  were  both  laid 
to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  ITonesdale.  In  their 
family  were  the  following  children : Charles,  who 
is  now  living  retired  in  ITonesdale;  John,  a black- 
smith, now  deceased ; Sophia,  who  married  Thomas 
Bonear,  both  being  now  deceased;  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  Schenck,  both  now  deceased;  James  W., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Lewis,  who  lives 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Oregon  township. 

On  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  James  W. 
Taylor  entered  the  employ  of  Col.  Seely,  at  Seely- 
ville,  Wayne  county,  operating  his  sawmill  for 
many  years.  In  1855  he  purchased  the  farm  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township  on  which  his  family  still 
reside,  and  in  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits 
he  continued  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  lum- 
ber for  many  years.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was 
twice  drafted,  hut  paid  $350  for  substitutes. 

On  October  22,  i8q^,  at  Seelyville,  Mr.  Taylor 
was  married  by  Rev.  Gibbs,  to  Miss  Susan  Almira 
Hapeman,  who  was  born  in  Greenfield,  Penn..  May 
6,  1833,  a daughter  of  Ira  and  Catherine  (Rheuport) 


Hapeman,  natives  of  Catskill  and  Johnstown,  N.  Y., 
respectively.  They  were  married  at  the  latter  place, 
whence  they  removed  to  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and  in 
1836  came  to  Wayne  county,  locating  at  Seelyville. 
The  father  was  injured  while  working  on  the  Grav- 
ity railroad,  and  died  at  Seelyville  in  1856,  at  the 
age  of  forty-six  years,  being  buried  at  Honesdale. 
The  mother  afterward  married  James  Jordon,  and 
moved  to  Honesdale,  where  she  died  in  1870,  aged 
sixtv-two  years.  Mr.  Jordan  passed  away  in  1868, 
and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred  at  Hones- 
dale. By  her  first  marriage  she  had  three  children : 
Susan  A.,  the  widow  of  our  subject;  Francis  F., 
deceased ; and  Mary  E.,  widow  of  A.  K.  Harris, 
and  a resident  of  Flatbush,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Taylor’s 
father  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  was  a man  of 
unswerving  integrity,  his  word  being  considered  as 
good  as  his  bond.  In  religious  connection  he  was 
a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  politically  he  was  an  ardent  Rpubli- 
can,  being  elected  to  a number  of  local  offices  on 
that  ticket. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  were  born  four  chil- 
dren : Ella  E.  lives  with  her  mother.  Ida  M.  is  now 
the  widow  of  William  Pethick,  who  died  May  15, 
1897,  and  was  buried  at  Carbondale ; she  has  three 
children,  Frank,  Amy  and  William,  and  with  her 
family  resides  in  Carbondale,  Penn.  Ira  F.  owns 
and  operates  the  old  home  farm,  and  also  owns 
another  farm.  Anna  C.  is  the  wife  of  Fred  C. 
Keen,  who  is  engaged  in  clerking. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  a well  informed  man  and 
great  reader.  He  died  March  22,  1886,  and  his  re- 
mains were  interred  in  the  Cherry  Ridge  cemetery. 
Pie  was  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  served 
as  supervisor  (several  terms),  township  treasurer 
and  collector.  In  his  religious  faith  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  taking  an 
active  and  leading  part  in  its  work.  In  his  daily 
life  and  actions  he  was  ever  genial  and  affable,  made 
many  warm  and  admiring  friends,  and  had  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact,  either  in  business  or  social  life.  Plis 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  social  circles  of 
the  community  where  they  make  their  home,  and 
they  are  held  in  high  regard  bv  all  who  know  them. 

JOHN  GLOVER,  one  of  the  representative 
dairymen  and  farmers  residing  in  the  borough  of 
Starrucca,  Wayne  county,  comes  from  across  the 
Atlantic,  having  been  born  in  Devonshire,  England, 
June  25,  1844,  a son  of  John  and  Mary  A.  (Gollaf) 
Glover,  also  natives  of  that  country. 

In  1848,  the  family  sailed  for  America,  in  April 
of  that  year  arriving  in  New  York,  whence  they 
proceeded  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  In 
Thompson,  the  father  purchased  a farm  of  116 
acres,  and  after  erecting  buildings  thereon  began 
to  clear  and  cultivate  his  land,  which  he  soon  trans- 
formed into  a fine  farm.  Upon  that  place  he  died 
in  1881,  his  wife  in  1889,  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them.  In  their  family  were  nine 
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children,  of  whom  : ( i ) , J oseph,  who  when  a young 
man  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents, 
married  Anna  Estabrook,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  in  that  county  engaged  in  the  butchering  busi- 
ness until  his  death.  (2)  Elizabeth  married  Daniel 
Taylor,  of  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna  county,  and  is 
now  deceased.  (3)  Grace  married  Philo  Dix,  and 
they  made  their  home  upon  his  farm  in  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  until  called  from 
this  life  some  years  ago.  They  left  three  sons, 
Jesse  B.,  Walter  A.  and  Frank  O.  (4)  Catherine 
wedded  Andrew  Babcock,  of  Thompson,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Ida, 
now  Mrs.  Frank  McKall.  (5)  Andrew,  a farmer 
living  in  Starrucca,  married  Phoebe  Carr,  of  that 
place,  and  has  three  children,  Annie,  wife  of  John 
Springsteen,  of  Harmony,  Penn. ; Stephen,  who  is 
married  and  lives  on  the  farm  with  his  father ; and 
Edna,  wife  of  Butler  Bryant,  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. (6)  Thomas,  who  lives  on  his  father’s  old 
homestead  in  Thompson,  Susquehanna  county,  mar- 
ried Annie  Gollof,  of  that  county,  and  has  three 
daughters,  Annie,  wife  of  Walter  A.  Dix;  Rosie, 
wife  of  Monta  Walker,  of  Susquehanna  county; 
and  Ina,  at  home.  (7)  Daniel,  the  only  one  of  the 
family  born  in  this  country,  has  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  part  of  the  old  homestead.  He  wedded  Mary 
Penn,  of  Wayne  county,  and  has  two  sons,  John  and 
Charles,  who  are  now  married  and  living  in  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

John  Glover  pursued  his  studies  in  the  public 
schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  upon  the  home 
farm  early  became  familiar  with  every  department 
of  farm  work.  In  1866  he  married  Miss  Helen 
Nash,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  soon  afterward 
purchased  140  acres  of  partially  improved  land  in 
Starrucca  Borough,  Wayne  county,  upon  which 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  has  devoted  his 
energies  with  good  results  to  the  further  develop- 
ment and  cultivation  of  the  place,  and,  among  other 
improvements,  he  has  erected  a large  barn. 

Mr.  Glover  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death 
of  his  estimable  wife  in  September,  1895  ; she  died 
in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  she  was  a consistent  member.  All  their  nine 
children  were  born  in  Starrucca.  (1)  Frederick 
J.,  born  October  22,  1867,  married  Cora  Deafen- 
baugh.  (2)  George  H.,  born  June  11,  1869,  mar- 
ried Angie  Thomas,  of  Starrucca,  by  whom  he  has 
two  children,  Arthur  and  Harold.  They  now  reside 
in  Starrucca.  (3)  Clinton  Thomas,  born  in  Jan- 
uary, 1872,  is  still  living  in  Starrucca.  He  married 
Minnie  Marks,  of  that  place,  and  has  four  children, 
Harry,  Horace,  Albert  and  Ernest.  (4)  Martha 
A.,  born  in  November,  1872,  is  at  home.  (5) 
Helen,  born  October  1,  1874,  died  September  19, 
1875.  (6)  John  and  (7)  Johan  (twins),  born  De- 

cember 16,  1876,  died  in  infancy.  (8)  Thomas  M., 
born  March  29,  1878,  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Starrucca,  and  is  now  at  home.  (9)  Henry, 
born  December  16,  1880,  is  attending  the  schools 
of  Starrucca. 


Politically  Mr.  Glover  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  he  has  most  efficiently  served 
as  overseer  of  the  poor  in  Starrucca  Borough.  He 
holds  membership  111  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  his  life  has  ever  been  in  harmony  with 
its  teachings.  A man  of  undoubted  integrity  and 
sterling  worth,  he  commands  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  all  who  know  him,  and  has  made  many 
warm  friends.  During  his  wife’s  long  illness,  he 
patiently  cared  for  her  with  all  the  tenderness  of  a 
true  and  loving  husband. 

CHARLES  ARTHUR  MILES,  M.  D.,  was 
for  a number  of  years  prior  to  his  decease  a success- 
ful and  popular  physician  and  surgeon  of  Starrucca, 
Wayne  county.  He  was  born  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
August  2,  1859,  a son  °f  Dr.  Francis  Joseph  Miles, 
an  eminent  physician  of  that  State,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  was  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
.Michigan.  For  several  years  the  father  success- 
fully engaged  in  practice  in  Bdrlin,  Ohio.  He  died 
in  1891,  and  his  widow  now  resides  with  her 
daughter,  who  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  C.  M.  Rice, 
Wooster,  Ohio.  Dr.  Francis  J.  Miles  affiliated  with 
the  Prohibition  party,  and  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his 
widow  also  belongs.  In  their  family  were  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a good 
academic  education  at  Milan,  Ohio,  and  subsequent- 
ly began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Babcock, 
a prominent  and  well-known  physician  of  Nor- 
walk, Ohio,  remaining  with  him  for  some  time.  In 
1883  he  graduated  with  honor  from  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital Medical  College,  New  York  City,  and  for  a 
short  time  was  engaged  in  practice  in  Cannons- 
ville,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.  On  November  27,  1887, 
he  opened  an  office  in  Starrucca,  and  his  skill  and 
ability,  which  ranked  him  among  the  leading  physi- 
cians of  Wayne  county,  were  attested  by  the  liberal 
patronage  he  enjoyed.  He  was  a progressive  mem- 
ber of  the  profession,  and  a public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising citizen.  The  Doctor  passed  away  August 
26,  1899.  He  was  united  in  marriage  June  15,  1898, 
with  ^ Miss  Minnie  Beatrice  Mumforcl,  and  his 
voung  wife  of  nineteen  years  and  an  infant  daugh- 
ter survive  him. 

A.  W.  LAKIN.  Fortunate  is  he  who  has  back 
of  him  an  ancestry  honorable  and  distinguished, 
and  happy  is  he  if  his  lines  of  life  are  cast  in  har- 
mony therewith.  Our  subject,  a well-known  farm- 
er and  undertaker  of  Lake  Como,  Wayne  county, 
is  blessed  in  this  respect,  for  he  springs  from  a 
prominent  family  which  was  early  founded  on  the 
Delaware  river  in  this  region.  He  was  born  in 
Hancock,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  1 7,  1839,  a 
son  of  Omar  A.  and  Clarissa  (Wainwright) 
Lakin,  also  natives  of  that  county,  the  former  born 
in  March,  1808,  the  latter  April  25,  1810. 

Jonas  Lakin,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  in  1765,  and  on  reach- 
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ing  manhood  married  Prudence  Parks,  a daughter 
of  Josiah  Parks,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  in 
1745,  and  was  one  of  the  early  British  marine  sol- 
diers. Mr.  Parks  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  on 
the  Delaware  river,  was  a famous  scout  during  the 
early  wars  of  this  country,  and  participated  in  as 
many  as  thirty  different  engagements  with  the 
Indians  and  Tories.  Jonas  Lakin  was  a man  of 
fair  education,  and  was  very  prominent  in  his  com- 
munity, taking  a leading  and  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  l ie  was  the  founder  of  the  town  of  Han- 
cock, Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there  continued  to 
make  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1848.  His  wife  lived  to  the  extreme  old  age  of 
108  years.  In  their  family  were  nine  children,  of 
whom  (1)  William  was  the  eldest.  (2)  Elmira  mar- 
ried John  Bonner,  of- Delaware  county.  (3)  Sallows 
married  a Miss  Blackman,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
made  his  home  in  Plancock.  (4)  Omar  A.,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (5)  Arad 
S.  was  chaplain  of  a regiment  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  struggle  located  in  Alabama, 
where  he  took  a prominent  part  in  the  organization 
of  the  Freedman’s  Bureau  and  became  an  eminent 
divine  among  the  colored  people  of  the  South.  He 
died  a few  years  ago,  and  was  buried  by  the  side  of 
his  wife  in  Alabama.  They  left  one  daughter,  now 
Mrs.  John  Raines,  of  Missouri.  (6)  Thankful  mar- 
ried David  B.  Turner,  a minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  conference  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
both  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  a family  of  chil- 
dren, who  are  now  quite  prominent  men  in  the 
Western  States.  (7)  Sallie  M.  married  David 
Pettit,-  of  Belvidere,  111.,  where  she  died,  and  where 
her  husband  and  family  still  make  their  home.  Her 
son  Frank  is  now  a stenographer  for  a famous 
lawyer  in  Chicago.  (8)  George  married  and  lived 
in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  for  a number  of 
years,  but  later  returned  to  Hancock,  where  he  died 
some  years  ago.  His  family  now  live  in  the  West. 
(9)  Robert  died  in  boyhood. 

Omar  A.  Lakin  was  married  in  1833  to  Cla- 
rissa Wainwright,  and  continued  to  reside  in  Plan- 
cock  until  1844,  when  he  removed  to  Preston  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  purchasing  no  acres  of 
wild  land  there.  Upon  the  place  he  first  erected 
a log  house  and  barn,  which  in  later  years  were 
replaced  by  more  substantial  buildings.  He  engaged 
extensively  in  lumbering  on  the  Delaware  river, 
and  also  devoted  considerable  attention  to  clearing 
and  cultivating  his  farm,  where  he  continued  to 
make  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1890. 
His  wife  died  in  May,  1873.  In  the  family  of  this 
worthy  couple  were  seven  children.  ( 1 ) Adda,  born 
in  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  in  July,  1834,  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Preston,  Wayne  county,  and  later 
graduated  at  the  commercial  college  of  Bryan,  Ohio. 
She  then  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
of  Lackawanna  and  adjoining  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  several  years,  but  is  now  living  retired 
on  a part  of  the  old  homestead  at  Winwood  sta- 
tion, on  the  Ontario  & Western  railroad.  (2) 


Emmet  and  (3)  Amanda  died  in  infancy.  (4)  Lois 
E.  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  (5)  Betsy  P., 
the  first  of  the  family  born  in  Wayne  county,  died  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years.  (6)  W.  Palmer,  born  in 
Preston  township,  November  25,  1846,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  and  married  Sarah  L. 
Jaycox,  of  Wayne  county,  who  died  on  his  farm  in 
Preston  township,  in  March,  1897.  To  them  were 
born  two  children,  Minnie,  who  is  still  living;  and 
Omar  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

A.  W.  Lakin,  who  completes  the  family,  re- 
ceived a common-school  education,  and  was  reared 
upon  the  home  farm.  Feeling  that  his  country 
needed  his  services  during  the  dark  days  of  the 
Civil  war,  he  enlisted,  in  1862,  in  Company  D,  179th 
P.  V.  L,  which  was  assigned  to  the  4th  Corps,  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  His  regiment  was  held  at  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  to  prevent  Lee’s  army  from  entering 
Pennsylvania,  and  when  their  term  of  enlistment 
expired  they  were  honorably  discharged,  in  July, 
1863.  Returning  home,  Mr.  Lakin  took  charge  of 
his  father’s  farm,  and'  in  connection  with  its  cultiva- 
tion engaged  in  lumbering.  In  1868  he  purchased 
260  acres  of  timberland,  and  four  years  later  bought 
160  acres  in  Preston  township,  where  he  continued 
lumbering  for  a number  of  years.  He  also  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  Winwood  for  several  years, 
but  since  1887  has  made  his  home  in  Lake  Como, 
where  he  carries  on  the  undertaking  business  in  con- 
nection with  his  farming  operations.  He  has  a 
dairy  farm  in  the  locality,  and  he  is  doing  a profit- 
ble  business. 

In  January,  1881,  Mr.  Lakin  married  Miss 
Anna  M.  Pishon,  a well-educated  and  refined  lady, 
who  was  born  in  Sidney,  Kennebec  Co.,  Me.,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Almira  Pishon.  Her 
father  was  a prosperous  business  man,  owning  and 
operating  two  large  tanneries  in  Maine,  and  was 
a prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  his  commu- 
nity, being  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  to  the 
State  Legislature.  He  was  a personal  friend  of  the 
eminent  statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  He  and  his 
wife  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Maine.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Henry;  Helen;  Anna  M.;  George  E. ; 
Eunice  E. ; and  George,  who  died  while  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war. 

Mrs.  Lakin  was  educated  at  Oak  Grove  Sem- 
inary, Maine,  and  after  her  graduation  engaged 
in  teaching  in  that  institution  for  one  year.  In 
1869  she  went  to  Manchester,  Va.,  where  for  one 
year  she  served  as  superintendent  of  the  colored 
schools  of  that  district,  and  for  the  same  length  of 
time  she  taught  in  Wilmington,  N.  C.  In  1872 
she  was  appointed  by  the  State  as  treasurer,  book- 
keeper and  clerk  of  the  insane  asylum  at  Augusta, 
Maine,  and  later  was  employed  as  corresponding 
clerk  by  the  Wheeler  & Wilson  Sewing  Machine 
Co.,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  she  remained  for  six 
and  one  half  years.  Going  to  Sacramento,  Cal.,  in 
1878,  she  served  as  forelady  for  the  Automatic  Sew- 
ing Machine  Co.  for  three  and  one-half  years,  in 
the  fall  of  1880  coming  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
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where  she  met  and  married  our  subject.  They  have 
since  lived  at  Lake  Como. 

The  Prohibition  party  finds  in  Mr.  Lakin  an 
ardent  supporter,  and  a most  earnest  advocate  of 
its  principles.  Through  his  untiring  efforts,  with 
the  assistance  of  a few  others,  he  has  advanced  its 
interests  until  it  now  numbers  sixty  voters  in  Pres- 
ton township.  He  and  his  wife  are  also  active  and 
prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Lake  Como,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
recording  steward  for  a number  of  years,  and  she 
is  now  filling  .that  position.  Socially  he  affiliates 
with  Blue  Lodge  No.  552,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Han- 
cock, N.  Y. ; Odd  Fellows  Lodge  No.  965,  of  Lake 
Como;  and  Capt.  Mumford  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Starrucca. 

CLAYTON  R.  SPANGENBERG,  a well- 
known  general  farmer  and  lumberman  of  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  the  business  circles  of  that  county  for  many 
years,  and  his  success  may  be  attributed  to  the  un- 
bending integrity,  unabated  energy  and  industry 
that  never  flags.  His  career  has  been  such  as  to 
command  the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Spang- 
enberg was  born  in  South  Canaan  township,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1837,  a son  of  Llenry  J.  and  Rhoda 
(Curtis)  Spangenberg,  natives  of  New  York  and 
Wayne  county,  respectively.  The  father  was  born 
February  10,  1802,  and  was  only  one  year  old  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Wayne  county,  the  family 
settling  in  Bethany,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  subsequently  made  his  home  in  South  Canaan 
until  1869,  when  he  removed  to  Lycoming  county, 
Penn.,  dying  in  that  county  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years  and  one  month,  and  his  remains  are 
interred  there.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  and 
influential  farmers  of  his  community,  and  was  high- 
ly esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife,  who 
was  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  Curtis,  of  Wayne 
county,  died  in  South  Canaan  township,  and  was 
buried  there.  Jeremiah  Curtis  was  a son  of  Henry 
Curtis,  who  ran  away  from  Germany,  and,  coming 
to  America,  enlisted  at  Boston  and  served  through 
the  Revolutionary  war,  participating  in  the  fight  at 
Bunker  Hill.  Our  subject’s  parents  had  children 
as  follows : Armenia,  who  died  when  young ; 

Rhena,  deceased  wife  of  Emory  Kizer ; Clayton  R., 
of  this  sketch  ; Polly,  widow  of  John  Peck,  and  a res- 
ident of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Washington,  who  wed- 
ded Mary  Weber,  and  is  employed  in  the  car  shops 
at  Dunmore,  Penn. ; Reimer,  who  died  unmarried ; 
Emily,  who  first  married  Samuel  Purdy  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  George  Shannon,  of  Pittston,  Penn. ; 
Moses,  who  died  unmarried ; Susan,  wife  of  Samuel 
Hazen,  who  was  employed  by  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
son Railroad  Co. ; and  Curtis,  who  died  when 
young. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  on  the 
home  farm  with  his  parents  until  he  had  attained 


the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when  he  began  working 
for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Coal  Co.,  on  the  Grav- 
ity railroad,  remaining  with  them  for  one  year  and 
nine  months.  For  several  months  following  he 
engaged  in  farming  in  Lackawanna  county,  Penn., 
and  then  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Company  on  gravity  for  six  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  period  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
of  300  acres  in  Salem  township,  on  which  is  a beauti- 
ful lake  of  eighty  acres,  known  as  Bidwell’s  Lake. 
It  is  fed  by  springs,  is  ninety-three  feet  deep,  and 
is  well-stocked  with  pickerel,  perch,  bass  and  cat- 
fish. From  this  lake  he  gets  the  water  supply  to 
run  his  sawmill,  which  he  has  operated  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years  with  good  success. 

On  February  26,  1862,  in  Salem  township,  Mr. 
Spangenberg  married  Miss  Esther  Foote,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  by  Rev.  Edward  Menden- 
hall, an  Episcopal  clergyman.  To  them  have  been 
born  the  following  children:  Robert  E.,  whose 

sketch  appears  elsewhere ; Curtis  F.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  foureen  years;  George  H.,  who  is  now  with 
his  parents,  his  wife,  Edith  Baisley,  having  died 
March  29,  1897 ; Berton  W.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  years  ; Cora,  who  married  Frank  W.  Paston, 
a jeweler  of  Moscow,  Penn. ; and  Homer  D.,  Thom- 
as LI.  and  Millard,  all  at  home. 

During  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Spangenberg  enlist- 
ed at  New  York  City,  February  29,  1864,  in  Com- 
pany F,  6th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  and  Cold 
Harbor,  those  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  those 
in  front  of  Petersburg,  where  he  was  stationed  at 
the  time  of  Lee’s  surrender.  .The  war  ended,  he 
was  honorably  discharged,  in  September,  1865,  and 
returned  home  to  resume  the  more  quiet  pursuits  of 
farming  and  lumbering.  He  usually  supports  the 
Republican  party  by  his  ballot,  but  at  local  elections 
is  not  strictly  partisan,  always  voting  for  the  man 
whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  to  fill  the  office.  He 
has  served  as  township  collector  two  years,  super- 
visor two  years,  and  auditor  six  years,  discharging 
the  duties  of  these  positions  in  a prompt  and  able 
manner.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  is  everywhere  honored  for  his  sterling  worth 
and  exalted  character. 

GEORGE  A.  ERIEH  (deceased),  late  proprie- 
tor of  the  “Central  Square  Hotel,”  at  Milford,  Pike 
county,  was  an  able  an  successful  manager  and  had 
won  a high  reputation  with  the  traveling  public. 

Mr.  Frieh  was  born  April  13,  1852,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Alsace,  then  a part  of  France,  where  his 
ancestors  had  resided  for  generations.  His  paternal 
grandparents,  Francis  A.  and  Frances  Frieh,  passed 
their  lives  there,  the  grandfather  being  a farmer  by 
occupation.  They  had  three  sons:  Francis  A.,  Jo- 
seph and  John,  of  whom  Joseph  was  the  only  one 
to  come  to  America.  Joseph  Frieh,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  March  12,  1822,  and  in  early  man- 
hood engaged  in  farming  in  his  native  land.  He 
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married  Ann  M.  Vogel,  who  was  born  in  Alsace  in 
1K2 6,  and  in  1881  they  came  to  the  United  States 
to  make  their  home,  locating  upon  a farm  in  Ding- 
man  township,  Pike  county.  I he  wife  died  tlui  in 
November,  1888,  her  remains  being  interred  in  Mil- 
ford cemetery,  and  in  1890  he  removed  to  Milford. 
The  family  is  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  the  children  of  this  worthy  couple  were  reared 
in  that  faith.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  a fam- 
ily of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Francis  X.,  who  married  Miss  Kate  Greind,  and 
died  December  27,  1899;  Marie  (deceased),  who  did 
not  marry;  Theresa  M.,  who  is  connected  with  a 
summer  hotel,  " J he  Halcyon,’  at  Newport,  R.  I., 
married  Francois  Leclerccj ; Alphonse  M.,  a cook  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  not  married;  Philip,  a help  in  a 
hotel  kitchen  in  Boston ; and  Isadore,  who  died  un- 
married. 

George  A.  Frieh  spent  his  youth  upon  his 
father’s  farm  in  Alsace,  and  in  1872  came  to  this 
country,  for  five  months  remained  in  New  York 
City  working  for  a florist,  and  then  went  to 
Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  a year 
upon  a farm.  During  the  next  two  years  he  was 
employed  in  a hotel  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn.,  and 
later  he  went  to  New  York  and  served  a regular  ap- 
prenticeship as  a cook  in  the  old  “St.  Nicholas 
Hotel.”  For  some  time  he  was  employed  as  chef 
in  different  hotels,  but  in  1881  he  joined  his  father 
upon  the  farm  in  Pike  county,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  Having  decided  to  engage  in  the  hotel  business 
on  his  own  account,  he  purchased  the  old  “Union 
House”  property  at  Milford,  and  having  torn  down 
the  old  building,  he  erected  the  present  attractive 
hotel,  containing  eighteen  rooms  and  supplied  with 
modern  improvements,  including  steam-heat  and 
hot  and  cold  water.  Mr.  Frieh  died  June  8,  1899, 
and  the  hotel  will  be  run  under  the  same  name  and 
under  the  proprietorship  of  Mrs.  L.  J.  Frieh.  Mr. 
Frieh  was  a Democrat  in  politics;  socially  he  was 
connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Milford,  and  the 
Iv.  of  Id.  at  Port  Jervis. 

On  January  11,  1888,  George  A.  Frieh  was 
married  in  New  York  City  to  Miss  Louise  J.  Beck, 
and  one  daughter,  Pauline  F.,  has  blessed  the  union. 
Mrs.  Frieh,  who  is  a native  of  Milford,  was  a most 
capable  helpmeet  to  her  husband.  She  is  of  German 
descent  and  belongs  to  a family  which  has  long  been 
prominent  in  the  hotel  business  in  Milford,  her 
father,  the  late  Ernest  J.  Beck,  a native  of  Germany, 
having  been  the  proprietor  of  the  “Vandermark 
Flotel.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  M.  Frederika  (Brin- 
niei  ) Beck,  now  owns  that  establishment,  and  a 
brother,  John  Beck,  is  the  founder  and  proprietor  of 
“Beck’s  Hotel,”  in  the  same  village. 

HON.  FRANK  P.  KIMBLE  is  one  of  the 
a )le  and  successful  attorneys  of  Idonesdale,  Wayne 
county..  Like  many  other  members  of  the  legal 
profession  who  have  risen  to  prominence  he  was 
,orn  011  a farm,  and  his  early  life  was  passed  amid 
t le  scenes  and  activities  of  agriculture.  He  was 


eager  for  an  education,  and  neglected  no  opportunity 
to  add  to  his  advantages  in  that  direction.  Teach- 
ing school  was  the  natural  stepping-stone  to  a broad- 
er culture,  and  in  this  our  subject  engaged  in  his 
youth  while  preparing  for  his  life  vocation. 

Mr.  Kimble  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Penn., 
October  17,  1852,  a son  of  Heman  N.  and  Lydia 
(Dimon)  Kimble,  and  grandson  of  Jacob  Kimble, 
one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Pike  county,  who  lived 
to  an  advanced  age..  He  was  original  and  inde- 
pendent in  his  ideas  and  opinions,  and  by  some  of 
his  neighbors  regarded  as  eccentric.  He  had  sev- 
enteen children,  twelve  sons  and  five  daughters. 
One  of  these  sons,  Heman  N.  Kimble,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Pike  county  in  1825.  He 
was  an  industrious  and  successful  farmer,  possessed 
a good  common-school  education,  and  in  politics 
was  a Democrat.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  His  wife,  Lydia  (Dimon),  was  a native  of 
New  Jersey,  when  a child  removing  with  her  par- 
ents to  Pike  county,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fortv- 
five  years.  The  children  of  Heman  N.  and  Lydia 
Kimble  were  as  follows:  Jennie,  wife  of  James 
Cranston,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Josephine,  who 
married  George  N.  Killman,  of  Paupack  township, 
Pike  county ; Almeron  F.,  a resident  of  Hawley, 
Penn.;  Maggie,  who  married  Wesley  C.  Warner, 
of  Chicago,  111.;  Frank  P.,  subject  of  this  sketch;, 
Blanche,  wife  of  A.  Down,  of  White  Mills,  Penn. ; 
Carrie,  wife  of  Edward  Maginnis,  of  Logansport, 
Ind. ; George,  a carpenter  of  White  Mills,  Wayne 
county,  and  Lor  in  W.,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

Frank  P.  Kimble  attended  the  public  schools 
in  Pike  county,  at  intervals,  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  old.  At  that  early  age  he  began  teaching 
school  in  Pike  county,  continuing  thus  for  some 
years,  and  later  he  attended  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Mansfield,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  was  graduated  in  1876.  He  taught  in 
the  State  Normal  School  preceding  his  graduation, 
and  also  in  the  Wayne  County  Normal.  In  order 
to  further  prepare  himself  for  a professional  ca- 
reer he  took  a private  course  of  instruction  in  lan- 
guage. 

In  1883  Mr.  Kimble  settled  in  Honesdale.  He 
entered  the  law  office  of  C.  S.  Miner  as  a student, 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  the  March  term  of  Court, 
1886,  at  once  opening  an  office,  and  has  since  been 
engaged  in  the  successful  practice  of  his  profession. 
'Mr.  Kimble  was  married,  in  1878,  to  Miss  Eleanor 
Sears,  who  was  born  in  Prompton  in  1856,  and  died 
within  two  years  of  her  marriage,  leaving  one  child, 
Eleanor  S.  In  1886  Mr.  Kimble  married  Ida  L. 
Hall,  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Constance. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kimble  is  an  ardent  Democrat. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
has  been  Worshipful  Master  of  the  lodge  to  which 
he  belongs ; he  is  also  a prominent  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  now  serving  his  third  term 
as  school  director  at  Honesdale.  In  1891  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  served  with 
credit  and  distinction  to  his  country.  Mr.  Kimble 
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is  a public  speaker  of  recognized  force  and  ability, 
and  in  addition  to  the  exaction  of  his  profession 
his  services  are  in  demand  during  important  po- 
litical campaigns.  In  recent  years  he  has  delivered 
many  addresses,  political  and  otherwise,  in  Wayne 
and  adjoining  counties. 

ALBERT  HELMS,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war 
and  a well-known  resident  of  Milford,  Pike  county, 
is  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  families,  his 
grandfather,  Samuel  Helms,  having  been  noted  in 
pioneer  times  as  an  Indian  hunter.  He  was  severe- 
ly wounded  at  the  battle  of  Conashaugh,  April  21, 
1780.  The  Helms  family  is  of  Dutch  origin,  and 
our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  Samuel  Helms,  of 
Holland,  came  to  America  at  an  early  day  with  his 
wife,  formerly  a Miss  Gonzaules,  and  settled  upon 
a farm  in  Ulster  county,  New  York. 

Samuel  Helms  (2),  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  reared  in  Ulster  county,  and  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1802,  locating-  in  Pike  county,  where  he 
followed  hunting  and  trapping  in  connection  with 
agricultural  work.  He  built  the  first  house  in  what 
is  now  Blooming  Grove  township,  but  after  a few 
years  removed  to  Dingman  township,  where  his  last 
days  were  spent.  Lie  married  Miss  Hannah  West- 
fall,  a native  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  they  had 
the  following  children : Peter,  Jacob,  Daniel,  Solo- 
mon, Samuel,  Hiram,  and  Polly  (Mrs.  Darion 
Blackmore),  all  now  deceased. 

Hiram  Helms,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
at  Lord’s  Valley,  Pike  county,  in  1803,  and  became 
a prosperous  farmer  in  Dingman  township.  He 
was  much  esteemed  as  a citizen,  being  frequently 
chosen  to  local  offices.  He  died  May  17,  1877,  and 
his  wife,  Hecklie  (Blackmore),  died  February  28, 
1868,  aged  sixty  years,  their  remains  being  interred 
in  a private  cemetery  in  Dingman  township.  This 
worthy  couple  had  ten  children : Hiram,  who  mar- 
ried Ann  Royal  and  settled  in  Luzerne  county, 
Penn. ; Maribee,  deceased,  formerly  the  wife  of 
Silas  C.  Plulse ; Maria,  Mrs.  Samuel  M.  Drew,  de- 
ceased ; Samuel,  deceased,  who  married  Sarah  J. 
Nuting;  Simon,  who  died  in  childhood;  Victoria, 
Mrs.  Samuel  C.  Wood,  deceased ; Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Salvenus  Proctor,  a railway  engineer  residing  at 
Susquehanna;  Albert,  our  subject;  Peter,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Lilly,  and  resides  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Dingman  township ; and  William,  deceased,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Blackman. 

Albert  Helms  was  born  September  3,  1844, 
at  the  old  homestead,  now  owned  by  his  brother 
Peter,  and  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  was  spent 
there  until  his  marriage,  at  the  age 'of  twenty-nine. 
He  then  went  to  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  was  foreman  of  a stone  quarry  for  two  years, 
and  later  he  engaged  in  farming,  spending  two  years 
in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  and  two  years 
in  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county.  Since  that 
time  he  has  made  his  home  in  Milford,  where  he 
held  the  position  of  jailer  for  six  months,  and  then 
became  clerk  of  the  “Dimmick  House,”  remaining 
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there  six  months.  For  a few  years  he  conducted 
a boarding-house,  and  in  August,  1891,  he  took 
his  present  position  as  clerk  in  a general  store  in 
Milford.  The  firm  was  formerly  known  as  A.  D. 
Brown  & Son,  and  later  as  Brown  & Armstrong, 
and  in  1898  the  business  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Armstrong,  but  through  all  these  changes 
Mr.  Helms  has  been  retained,  his  faithful  and  effi- 
cient service  being  appreciated  by  his  employers. 
On  August  1 7,  1864,  Mr.  Helms  enlisted  at  Mil- 
ford under  Capt.  Hart,  in  Company  E,  5th  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  a Philadelphia  regiment,  and  he 
served  until  honorably  discharged  in  1865,  at  Kit- 
tery  Point,  Maine.  During  the  latter  part  of  his 
term  of  service  he  was  with  the  Veteran  Reserves, 
owing  to  injuries  caused  by  a fall  from  his  horse. 
Politically  Mr.  Helms  is  a Democrat,  and  in  relig- 
ion he  inclines  to  the  Methodist  faith,  although 
he  is  not  a Church  member.  Socially  he  is  popu- 
lar, being  clever  and  intelligent,  and  for  years  he 
has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  G.  A.  R. 

On  June  19,  1873,  Mr.  Helms  was  married,  in 
Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county,  to  Miss  Martha 
B.  McCarty,  a native  of  Milford,  and  a member  of 
a highly-respected  family  of  Pike  county.  Her 
father,  William  McCarty,  now  a retired  agricult- 
urist in  Dingman  township,  was  born  January  2, 
1816,  son  of  James  and  Margaret  (Buchanan)  Mc- 
Carty, well-known  pioneers  of  that  county.  In 
early  manhood  he  conducted  a meat  market  in  Mil- 
ford, and  later  he  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business 
for  thirty-five  years  in  Dingman  township  and  at 
Shohola  Falls,  in  1887  settling  upon  his  present 
farm.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Burrell,  who  was 
born  March  20,  1820,  and  they  had  a large  family 
of  children,  as  follows : Alanson,  who  was  killed  at 
Yorktown,  Va.,  in  1862;  James  P.,  who  died  in 
November,  1864,  while  home  on  furlough ; Eliza- 
beth, deceased ; Arthur,  who  married  Catherine 
Brennen,  of  Ulster  county,  N.Y.,  and  resides  at  Mil- 
ford, Penn. ; George  H.,  a farmer  in  Dingman  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  who  married  Martha  Stevens, 
of  Biltmore,  N.  C. ; Mary,  wife  of  William  Parker, 
a sawyer  in  Hawley,  Penn. ; Martha  B.,  Mrs.  Helms ; 
William  S.,  unmarried,  who  is  employed  as  clerk 
in  a hotel  at  Milford;  and  Maggie  H.,  wife  of 
George  E.  Melius,  superintendent  of  the  Canfield 
Rubber  Works  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

F.  G.  HAMES  is  a well-known  general  mer- 
chant and  wide-awake  business  man  of  Greentown, 
Pike  county,  where  he  opened  a mercantile  estab- 
lishment in  1892,  and  has  since  enjoyed  a constant- 
ly increasing  business,  due  to  his  enterprise  and  fair 
dealing.  In  the  spring  of  1898  he  also  put  in  opera- 
tion a local  telephone  line,  it  being  only  two  miles 
in  length  at  the  start,  but  in  a short  time  he  organ- 
ized a stock  company,  of  which  he  is  president, 
superintendent  and  general  manager,  and  they  now 
have  some  ninety  miles  of  line  and  over  125  tele- 
phones in  use. 

Mr.  Hames  was  born  September  26,  1867, 
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at  Wilsonville,  V ayne  Co.,  Penn.,  whence  when  a 
hoy  he  removed  with  li is  parents  to  Greene  township, 
pike  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  took  charge  of  a stationary 
engine  at  Raymerville,  Pike  county,  where  he  was 
employed  for  four  years.  Since  then  he  has  con- 
ducted his  present  store,  sawmill  and  other  business 
at  Greentown.  A man  of  keen  perception,  of  un- 
bounded enterprise,  his  success  in  life  is  due  entire- 
s' to  his  own  efforts,  and  he  deserves  prominent 
mention  among  the  leading  and  representative  busi- 
ness men  of  the  county.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  for  four  years  he  filled  the  office  of 
postmaster  of  Greentown  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  He  still  holds  the  postoffice  in  his 
place  of  business,  and  is  assistant  postmaster  under  a 
Republican  administration. 

On  June  23,  1892,  at  Hamesville,  Pike  county, 
Mr.  Hames  was  married,  by  Rev.  L.  W.  Karschner, 
a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Emily  E., 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Martha  J.  (Dawson)  Corey, 
and  one  son  and  one  daughter  bless  this  union:  Ver- 
non W.,  born  August  27,  1896,  and  Georgie  May, 
born  January  12,  1900.  Isaac  K.  Corey,  Mrs. 
Hames’  father,  was  born  in  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life  as  a prosperous 
farmer  and  lumberman,  dying  in  his  native  town- 
ship. His  parents  were  John  and  Mary  Carlton 
Corey.  His  wife  was  born  111  County  Tyrone,  Ire- 
land, May  2,  1844,  and  still  survives  him.  The 
children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows : 
Elmer,  a resident  of  Greene  township,  Pike  county ; 
Emily  E.,  who  was  born  August  21,  1864,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Victor  E.,  also  of 
Greene  township ; and  Alice,  wife  of  W.  F.  Weiss, 
of  Auburn  Corners,  Penn.  James  Dawson,  Mrs. 
Corey’s  father,  was  also  a native  of  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  where  he  married  Miss  Amelia  Dilworth. 
In  1861,  with  his  family,  he  emigrated  to  America 
and  located  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  while  vis- 
iting friends  and  relatives  at  his  birthplace  in  Ire- 
land. The  children  born  to  James  and  Amelia  Daw- 
son were  James,  who  died  in  Ireland ; Alacia,  who 
married  George  Cummins,  and  died  at  Dunmore, 
Penn.,  in  1897;  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years;  Annie,  wife  of  John  Neville,  a 
Kansas  farmer;  Martha  J.,  mother  of  Mrs.  Hames; 
Richard,  a farmer  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn. ; Eliza,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ; 
and  James,  who  died  in  Dreher  township,  Wayne 
county.  Mrs.  Corey’s  paternal  grandparents,  James 
and  Mary  Ann  (Courtney)  Dawson,  and  maternal 
grandparents,  Anthony  and  Martha  (Hanna)  Dil- 
worth, all  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ireland. 

JAMES  FRANCIS  MOYLAN,  a representa- 
tive and  prominent  citizen  of  Canaan  township, 
Wane  county,  was  born  June  8,  1843,  on  the  old 
homestead  where  he  now  makes  his  home,  the  place 
being  known  as  the  Elk  Forest  tract. 

Mr.  Moylan's  parents,  David  and  Julia  (Re- 


gan) Moylan,  were  both  natives  of  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  but  became  acquainted  and  were  married 
in  Carbondale,  Penn.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Moylan,  never  left  the  Emerald  Isle,  but 
the  maternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Regan,  emigrated 
from  County  Cork  to  America  at  an  early  day  and 
died  in  Lackawaxen,  Penn.  A distinguished  and 
prominent  representative  of  the  Moylan  family  was 
Jasper  Moylan,  who  was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ire- 
land, in  1781,  a brother  of  John  Moylan,  and  a half- 
brother  of  Gen.  Stephen  Moylan.  Being  intended 
for  the  Caholic  priesthood,  he  received  an  excellent 
classical  education  at  St.  Omer,  France,  but  later 
studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  became 
one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
where  he  continued  to  successfully  engage  in  prac- 
tice until  his  death,  on  February  11,  1812,  when  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  He  was 
married  in  Christ  Church,  that  city,  to  Mrs.  Isabella 
Mease,  widow  of  James  Mease. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a contractor  on 
the  construction  of  canals  and  railroads,  and  from 
the  north  branch  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal 
came  to  Wayne  county,  in  1820,  when  still  a young 
man,  becoming  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Canaan 
township.  For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent and  influential  members  of  the  community, 
and  was  called  upon  to  fill  several  township  offices. 
He  died  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, in  1857,  aged  sixty-three  years,  and  was 
buried  at  Honesdale,  while  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject died  in  1884,  ag'ed  seventy-two  years,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Canaan  cemetery.  Both  were  devout 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  In  their  family 
were  four  children,  namely:  James  F. ; Catherine, 
who  married  James  Jenkins,  and  died  in  Texas; 
Patrick,  a farmer  of  Middle  Valley,  Wayne  county; 
and  Charles,  a fireman  in  a tannery  in  Potter  coun- 
ty, Penn.  The  father  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Miss  Catherine  Whallen,  and  to  them 
were  also  born  four  children : John,  who  died  in 
1895  ; Mary,  widow  of  Edward  Quinlin,  of  Promp- 
ton,  Penn. ; Bridget,  wife  of  John  Quinlin  (brother 
of  the  above),  an  employe  on  the  Gravity  railroad 
at  Prompton ; and  David,  who  lives  with  our  sub- 
ject. 

James  F.  Moylan  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
until  1863,  when  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  and  for  a 
year  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Milwaukee  & Prairie 
du  Chien  railroad.  For  three  months  he  drove  a 
stage  in  Minnesota,  then  engaged  in  farming  a short 
time,  and  operated  a reaper  at  Plainview,  but  after 
two  years  spent  in  the  West  he  returned  home,  and 
began  railroading  on  the  Jefferson  branch,  between 
Honesdale  and  Hawley.  Later  he  was  connected 
with  the  Midland  railroad,  at  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  1871  went  to  New  York  City,  where  for  two  years 
he  had  charge  of  a force  of  men  employed  on  the 
rock  work  of  the  underground  road  on  Fourth 
avenue.  Going  to  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  he  con- 
tracted with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Co.,  and 
had  charge  of  a force  of  men  for  four  years.  The 
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following  eight  years  he  was  located  at  Sayre,  Penn., 
where  he  superintended  the  work  in  coal  pockets, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned  to  the  old  home 
farm,  which  he  has  since  successfully  operated  He 
ha^s  made  many  improvements  upon  the  place,  mak- 
ing it  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  Canaan 
township. 

In  Honesdale,  April  17,  1871,  Mr.  Moylan  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Eichholzer,  Father  Booth 
officiating.  They  have  three  children : Ida,  the  wife 
of  Howard  Gilpin,  who  is  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing and  in  the  operation  of  a sawmill  in  Greentown, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn. ; David  J.,  engaged  in  teaching 
school  at  Honesdale,  and  also  assisting  his  father 
in  the  operation  of  the  farm  for  about  three  months 
during  the  year ; and  Minnie,  who  also  follows  teach- 
and  resides  at  home. 

Mrs.  Moylan  was  born  in  Honesdale,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1850,  a daughter  of  Fredrick  and  Marie 
(Miller)  Eichholzer,  natives  of  Switzerland,  who 
in  1846  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  first  located  in 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  removed  to 
Honesdale  two  years  later.  There  the  father  died 
in  1869,  aged  sixty-six  years,  and  was  buried  at 
that  place;  the  mother  passed  away  at  Pittston, 
Penn.,  October  22,  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery 
there.  Both  were  communicants  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  were  highly-respected  people.  Of  their 
children,  Joseph  is  fireman  on  an  engine,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Forest  City,  Penn. ; John  is  proprietor  of 
the  “Junction  House,”  in  Pittston ; Fouisa  married 
Frank  Miller,  a miner  of  Wilkes  Barre,  and  is  now 
deceased;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Casper  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Moylan’s  paternal 
grandparents  were  Josphine  and  Fredrick  Eich- 
holzer, and  her  maternal  grandparents  were  Mor- 
ris and  Catherine  Miller,  residents  of  Canton 
Aargau,  Switzerland. 

The  Democratic  party  finds  in  Mr.  Moylan  an 
earnest  advocate  of  its  principles,  and  among  the 
many  local  offices  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill 
are  those  of  supervisor,  school  director  and  tax  col- 
lector. He  and  his  family  are  all  communicants  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  in  social  circles  occupy  an 
enviable  position,  numbering  among  their  friends 
the  best  people  of  the  community. 

HENRY  L.  CANNE,  a well-known  contractor 
and  builder  residing  in  Dingman  township,  Pike 
county,  on  the  old  Milford  & Dingman  road,  about 
a half  mile  from  Milford,  comes  from  ancestry  that 
originated  in  the  city  of  Cannes,  France. 

Mr.  Canne  was  born  in  Bruxelles,  Belgium, 
February  19,  1851,  a son  of  Henry  J.  and  Adelaide 
(Gerard)  Canne,  also  natives  of  that  country.  The 
father,  who  was  in  the  wheelwright  business,  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1856,  and  after  stopping  for 
a time  in  New  York  City, went  to  Boston,  and  thence 
to  New  Orleans,  at  all  of  which  places  he  worked  at 
his  business.  Returning  to  Belgium  in  i860,  he 
brought  his  family  to  America  and  located  in  Ding- 


man township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased 
a farm,  on  which  the  family  resided  while  he  carried 
on  a wheelwright  and  blacksmith  establishment  in 
New  York  City,  returning  home  every  few  weeks. 
Later  he  engaged  in  business  on  Long  Island,  but 
in  1885  retired  from  active  labor,  owing  to  ill  health, 
and  returned  to  his  family.  He  died  in  1887,  while 
on  business  in  Union  Hill,  N.  J.,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years.  His  wife  made  her  home  with  our  sub- 
ject until  she  was  called  to  her  final  rest,  July  7, 
1884,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  In  their  family 
were  four  children : Louis,  who  was  married  and 

died  in  New  York,  leaving  no  children;  Joseph  C., 
who  is  married,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Dela- 
ware township,  Pike  county;  Henry  L.,  our  subject; 
and  Nathalie,  wife  of  O.  Van  Suetendael,  a machin- 
ist of  Yonkers,  New  York. 

Kerry  L.  Canne  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  emigration  to  the  New  World  in  i860,  and 
the  first  three  years  in  America  he  spent  upon  the 
home  farm  in  Dingman  township,  after  which  he 
worked  in  a stave  factory  in  Bufifalo,  N.  Y.,  for 
eighteen  months.  The  following  year  he  was  again 
upon  the  farm,  and  he  afterward  spent  a year  and 
a half  in  the  Bournique  watch-case  factory  at  Mil- 
ford, Penn.  For  one  year  he  worked  with  his  father 
in  his  shop  at  South  Greenfield,  Long  Island,  and 
was  interested  in  the  same  business  in  New  York 
City  for  a year  and  a half.  He  also  followed  the 
carpenter’s  trade  there  until  1870,  when  he  returned 
to  Milford,  remaining  there  until  1874,  when  he 
built  his  present  home  in  Dingman  township ; but 
he  has  continued  to  engage  in  carpentering  and 
building,  and  has  met  with  a fair  degree  of  success. 

On  December  25,  1873,  in  Dingman  township, 
Mr.  Canne  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bar- 
bara E.  Klingler,  who  was  born  in  that  township 
February  2,  1855,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Charles  C.,  Edwin  C.,  Nellie  E.  and  Lillie  B.  In 
his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Canne  is  a Democrat, 
and  he  has  most  acceptably  filled  the  offices  of  town- 
ship collector  and  coroner  of  Pike  county,  being 
elected  to  the  latter  position  in  1892  for  a term  of 
three  years.  In  1899  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  for  five  years  by  both  the  Democratic  and  Re- 
publican parties.  In  the  conscientious  discharge  of 
his  official  duties  he  has  won  the  commendation  and 
esteem  of  the  entire  community,  and  in  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life  he  has  been  found  true  and  faithful  to 
every  trust  reposed  in  him. 

F.  HARLAND  KENNEDY  is  the  present 
well-known  proprietor  of  the  old  Kennedy  home- 
stead in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  which  for  al- 
most a century  has  been  the  home  of  the  family. 
Wherever  there  is  pioneer  work  to  be  done  men  of 
energy  and  ability  are  required,  and  success  or  fail- 
ure depends  upon  the  degree  of  those  qualities 
possessed.  In  wresting  the  land  of  Wayne  county 
from  its  native  wilderness ; in  fitting  it  for  the  habi- 
tation of  men ; in  developing  the  natural  resources 
of  the  community  in  which  they  live,  few  if  any 
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have  contributed  more  largely  than  members  of  the 
Kennedy  family,  and  it  is  meet  and  proper  that  for 
the  arduous  and  important  labor  they  have  per- 
formed they  should  receive  due  reward. 

Robert  Kennedy,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  and 
having  secured  a wild  tract  of  land  in  Mt.  I leasant 
township,  he  cleared  a spot  in  the  midst  of  the  forest 
on  which  to  erect  his  simple  log  house,  the  first  home 
of  the  family  in  this  region.  He  came  here  from 
Connecticut,  his  native  State,  and  married  Betsy 
King,  also  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a daughter 
of  Benjamin  King,  lo  them  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, namely : Maria,  wife  of  John  Biglow ; Nathan  ; 
Sallie,  wife  of  William  Harrison ; Matilda,  wife  of 
Asher  Woodward ; Eliza,  wife  of  Thomas  L.  Mum- 
ford,  the  proprietor  of  the  old  stage  house  at  Bel- 
mont; and  Robert  M.,  the  father  of  cur  subject. 
Robert  Kennedy  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years,  his  wife  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Both 
were  connected  with  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
were  most  estimable  people. 

Robert  M.  Kennedy  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead, in  October,  1817,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood amidst  scenes  common  to  pioneer  life.  . He 
was  married,  August  27,  1843,  to  Miss  Hemietta 
Rittenhouse,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Reese)  Rittenhouse, 
the  former  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of 
Germany.  Her  maternal  grandfather  was  a very 
prominent  man,  serving  as  burgomaster  in  Hessen- 
Cassel,  Germany.  Mr.  Rittenhouse  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three  vears,  and  his  wife  departed  this 
life  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  To  Robert  M.  and 
Henrietta  Kennedy  were  born  six  children:  Charles 
Henry,  a resident  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne 
county ; F.  Harland,  of  this  review ; Milton  Herbert, 
of  Forest  City,  Penn.;  a son  who  died  in  infancy; 
Henrietta  Jane,  wife  of  Benjamin  E.  Gager,  of 
Lebanon  township;  and  Carrie  Eliza,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years.  The  father  always  gave  his 
political  support  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  for  many  years  efficiently 
and  satisfactorily  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  his 
rulings  being  fair  and  impartial,  and  his  opinions 
unbiased  by  either  fear  or  favor.  He  was  justly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  valued  and  useful  citizens 
of  the  community.  His  death  occurred  July  18, 
1896,  his  worthy  wife  still  living,  in  her  seventy- 
fourth  year.  They  held  membership  in  the  Method- 
ist Church. 

On  the  ancestral  homestead  F.  Harland  Ken- 
nedy was  born  December  12,  1845,  and  as  he  was 
reared  there  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On  attaining  his 
majority  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  but  in  1891  returned 
to  the  old  homestead,  which  he  has  since  success- 
fully operated.  It  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  containing  250  acres  under  ex- 
cellent cultivation  and  well  improved  with  good 
buildings. 


On  June  13,  1867,  Mr.  Kennedy  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Chloe  Peck,  a daughter  of 
Hiram  and  Maria  (Perham)  Peck,  the  former  of 
whom,  a native  of  Wayne  county,  is  now  deceased. 
She  is  the  only  daughter  in  his  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  sons  have  passed  away.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kennedy  have  two  children:  Jennie  and 
Fludson  Nane.  Religiously  the  mother  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  while  Mr.  Kennedy  is 
very  liberal  in  his  views.  Although  he  usually  sup- 
ports the  Democratic  party  at  the  polls,  he  is  some- 
what independent  in  politics,  preferring  to  favor 
candidate  rather  than  party.  In  his  social  relations 
he  is  an  Odd  Fellow.  As  a neighbor,  citizen  and 
friend  he  has  always  been  found  reliable,  true  to 
every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  has  accordingly  be- 
come quite  popular  and  influential  in  both  business 
and  social  circles.  Those  who  know  him  best  are 
numbered  among  his  warmest  friends,  and  no  citizen 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  is  more  honored  or  highly 
respected. 

REUBEN  W.  REDMOND,  a highly-respected 
and  honored  citizen  of  Equinunk,  Wayne  county, 
was  called  from  this  life  to  the  world  beyond  in 
November,  1897.  He  was  born  in  Middletown, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  November,  1840,  a son  of 
William  and  Clarissa  (Patch)  Redmond,  honored 
pioneers  of  that  county,  who  died  some  years  ago 
at  their  home  in  Middletown.  They  reared  a family 
of  four  children,  of  whom  the  others  are  as  follows : 
Samuel,  a farmer  living  near  Middletown,  is  mar- 
ried and  has  a family ; Mathias,  a resident  of  Mid- 
dletown, married  Miss  Robinson,  of  that  place,  and 
has  a family ; and  Sarah  married  James  Fuller,  of 
Delaware  county,  who  died  some  years  ago,  leaving 
a widow  and  eleven  children,  who  are  still  residents 
of  that  county. 

In  the  common  schools  near  his  childhood  home 
Reuben  W.  Redmond  acquired  his  education,  and 
his  business  training  was  obtained  upon  the  home 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  his  marriage.  In 
1876  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Delana  C.  Sands,  of 
Hancock,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born  in 
1831,  at  Ball’s  Eddy,  on  the  Delaware  river,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Clarinda  Labarr.  Her  par- 
ents became  residents  of  Hancock,  where  they  died 
some  years  ago,  leaving  a family  of  seven  children 
of  whom  (1)  Janett  married  Richard  Sands,  of 
Delaware  countv.  (2)  Delana  C.  is  next  in  the  order 
of  birth.  (3)  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  George  Conk- 
lin, of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.  (4)  Emily  married 
William  Pennfish,  who  died  while  serving  in  the 
Civil  war,  leaving-  two  children,  Harriet  (Mrs. 
Farmington),  and  John  B.  (also  married),  both  of 
whom  live  in  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Pennfish  also 
makes  her  home  there.  (5)  Marv  E.,  born  in 
Hancock,  married  Angus  Vicker,of  Canada,  who  was 
killed  in  a railroad  accident,  and  she  now  lives  in 
Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Her  children  are 
Bernice,  Evva  E.,  Elmer,  Addison  M.,  Agnes  and 
Nina.  (6)  Daniel,  born  in  Hancock,  married  Net- 
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11  tie  Greentree,  of  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  a 
if  conductor  on  the  New  York  & Erie  railroad, 
if  At  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  our  subject, 

1 Mrs.  Redmond  was  the  widow  of  Richard  Sands, 
|.  who  died  near  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  in  1844.  Mr.  and 
r,  Mrs.  Redmond  began  housekeeping  upon  a rented 
d farm  in  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  where  they  resided  for 
t six  years,  and  then  located  on  the  Redmond  home- 
is  stead  in  Delaware  county.  On  selling  that  place, 
)-  i>i  1881,  they  removed  to  Brownsville,  Penn.,  where 
he  purchased  a farm  and  lived  for  thirteen  3^ears. 
In  1894  he  came  to  Equinunk,  Wayne  county,  and 
bought  the  old  Chapman  homestead,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  his  death.  For  over  three 
years  during  the  Civil  war  he  valiantly  fought  for 
the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it  represented,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  101st  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  participated  in  a 
number  of  important  engagements,  including'  the 
battles  of  Fair  Oaks  and  Antietam,  where  he  was 
wounded  in  the  hand  by  a minie  ball.  As  a citizen 
he  faithfully  discharged  every  duty  that  devolved  up- 
on him,  and  by  his  honorable,  upright  life  he  gained 
1 the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  Descended  from  old  Whig  stock, 
he  became  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs. 
In  religious  connection  he  was  a Methodist,  to  which 
Church  his  widow  also  belongs.  For  twenty-one 
I years  she  had  been  the  sharer  of  his  joys  and  sor- 
rows, his  successes  and  his  trials,  and  was  to  him 
indeed  a true  helpmeet.  She  is  a cultured  and  re- 
fined lady,  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  know  her, 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  all  Church  work. 

JOHN  B.  HAMES,  a prosperous  German 
farmer  and  lumberman  of  Greene  township,  Pike 
I county,  and  a representative  citizen,  respected  alike 
for  his  industry  and  integrity,  may  be  properly 
placed  in  the  list  of  self-made  men  who  have  done 
so  much  toward  developing  the  resources  of  this 
section  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Hames  was  born  in  Luxemburg,  Germany, 
March  28,  1834,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Hames,  natives  of  the  same  place,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  farming  and  also  conducted  a hotel  until 
his  death ; he  died  in  1835,  M the  age  of  forty  years. 
His  father,  Nicholas  Hames,  was  a man  of  prom- 
inence in  Luxemburg,  where  he  operated  a grist- 
mill for  some  years.  After  her  husband's  death, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  with  her  family,  con- 
sisting of  two  sons  and  three  daughtsrs,  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1845,  and  first  located  in  New 
York  City,  where  the  children  were  variously  em- 
ployed. At  the  end  of  four  years  she  became  a 
resident  of  Hawley,  Penn.,  but  she  died  at  the  home 
of  a daughter  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1879,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  was  buried  in  that 
city.  Michael,  her  eldest  son,  married  a Miss  Lad- 
der. and  was  drowned  while  working  as  a sawyer 
at  Peter  Long’s  mill.  Susan  married  Charles  Pol- 
lock, a farmer,  now  deceased,  and  her  death  occur- 
red in  Iowa.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  John  Hauf,  a 


retired  tailor  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Anna  is  the  wife 
of  Henry  Kinn,  also  a retired  tailor,  of  Brooklyn. 
John  B.,  of  this  sketch,  completes  the  family. 

On  July  13,  1844,  J°lin  B.  Hames  landed  in 
New  York  City,  and  during  the  four  years  of  his 
residence  there  he  worked  three  years  at  cigar- 
making, receiving  but  $25  the  first  year,  he  board- 
ing himself.  Coming  to  Hawley,  Penn.,  in  1848, 
he  found  employment  in  the  sawmill  of  “Uncle 
Billie  Shouse,”  and  remained  there  until  1879,  when 
he  purchased  his  present  farm,  paying  for  the  same 
$6,200.  The  land  at  that  time  was  all  wild  and  un- 
improved, but  the  year  previous  James  Cooper  had 
erected  a sawmill  upon  it,  and  this  Mr.  Hames 
operated  until  1885,  when  he  sold  the  mill  and  also 
disposed  of  all  his  land  with  the  exception  of  164 
acres,  which  he  reserved  for  his  home.  Pie  now 
gives  his  attention  to  general  farming  and  keeping 
summer  boarders,  and  is  meeting  with  excellent 
success. 

At  Scranton,  Penn.,  November  1,  1856,  Mr. 
Hames  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Engle,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following  fifteen 
children : George,  now  a well-to-do  merchant  of 

Elizabeth,  Colo. ; William,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  months ; Anna,  wife  of  Charles  Augentine, 
a farmer  and  blacksmith  of  Sterling,  Wayne  county, 
Penn.;  Amelia,  a resident  of  New  York;  Henry,  a 
prosperous  meat  merchant  of  Louisville,  Colo. ; 
Frank  G.,  a prosperous  merchant  of  Greene  town- 
ship, Pike  Co.,  Penn. ; Mary  and  Jacob,  both  resi- 
dents of  Brooklyn  ; Peter,  who  recentlv  married  and 
has  taken  up  a home  in  Elizabeth,  Colo. ; Eugene 
and  Alford  (twins),  who  died  in  infancy;  Tillie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years  and  seven  months ; 
and  Susie,  Elizabeth  and  Eleanora,  all  at  home. 
The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a native  of  Baiern, 
Germany,  died  September  3,  1897,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  Hawley, 
Penn.  She  was  the  only  child  of  George  and  Bar- 
bara Engle,  also  natives  of  Baiern,  Germany,  who 
emigrated  to  this  country  in  1848,  and  first  located 
in  Hawley,  in  1850  removing  to  Scranton,  Penn., 
and  six  years  later  becoming  residents  of  Colorado. 
There  Mr.  Engel  engaged  in  farming  until  called 
from  this  life  in  i8q6,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years ; his  wife  died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Hames  is  a Catholic,  and 
in  political  sentiment  is  a stanch  Democrat.  Dur- 
ing the  years  1882  and  1883  he  most  acceptably 
served  as  supervisor  of  his  township.  As  a citizen 
of  the  communitv,  in  which  he  has  so  long  lived  and 
been  so  active,  he  is  highly  respected,  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  his  neighbors,  and  is  justly  regarded 
as  a man  of  excellent  business  judgment. 

E.  A.  MARSHALL.  Among  the  brave  men 
who  made  up  the  quota  of  soldiers  sent  by  Penn- 
sylvania to  defend  the  Union  in  the  dark  days  of  the 
Rebellion  was  the  subject  of  this  biography,  now  a 
prominent  resident  of  Palmyra  township,  Wayne 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


75b 


county.  lie  made  an  honorable  record,  taking  part 
in  important  battles  at  different  points,  and  through- 
out his  term  he  displayed  the  same  faithfulness  to 
duty  which  has  characterized  his  conduct  in  private 

1,k‘  The  Marshall  family  is  of  English  origin,  but 
Henry  A.  Marshall,  the 'father  of  our  subject,  was 
] ii  1 1 i i in  New  i 1 >rk  State,  and  ! 1 cars  was  a 

n - « ni  of  Sullivan  county, .where  he  was  engaged  in 

business  as  a harness  maker.  Later  he  removed  to 
Ulster  county,  in  the  same  State,  where  his  fiist 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  .donioc, 
died  in  1853.  Soon  after  this  he  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania and  spent  some  years  in  llawley,  following 
his  trade,  but  he  finally  located  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y., 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1892.  By  his  second 
wife,  Mrs.  Dr.  [ewitt,  of  Rosendale,  Lister  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  he  had  110  children,  but  by  his  first  marriage 
there  were  six,  two  daughters  and  four  sons:  (1) 
Lottie  died  at  an  early  age.  (2)  E.  A.  (3)  Thomas 
enlisted  in  1862  in  Co.  G,  141st  P.  V . I.,  from  Wayne 
county,  and  was  in  service  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in 
all  the  battles  of  his  regiment.  After  his  return 
home  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Shannon,  of  Pike 
county,  this  State,  and  later  he  removed  to  Port 
Jervis,  where  he  died  in  1895,  leaving  no  family. 
(4)  Frederick,  who  was  born  in  Sullivan  county, 
N.  Y.,  enlisted  in  1861  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  in 
Company  B,  3rd  Penn.  Reserves,  and  took  part  in 
the  campaign  on  the  Peninsula,  being  in  the  famous 
“seven-days  fight.”  Soon  afterward  he  was 
stricken  with  fever  and  died,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred at  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  (5)  Cornelius,  who 
was  born  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  enlisted  in  1862 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  in  the  6th  N.  Y.  H.  A.,  as 
bugler,  and  remained  in  the  service  until  the  end 
of  the  war.  The  family  was  then  residing'  at  Port 
Jervis,  and  after  his  return  home  he  married  Miss 
Tyson,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  settled  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  has  since  been  employed  as  an 
engineer  on  the  2nd  Avenue  Elevated  road.  His  only 
son,  Frederic  R.,  died  in  early  manhood.  (6)  Miss 
Mary,  who  was  born  in  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  is  now 
a resident  of  New  York  City,  where  she  is  prominent 
in  charitable  work,  to  which  she  gives  liberally  of  her 
time,  means,  and  talents.  She  is  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  local  Society  of  the  King’s  Daugh- 
ters. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  born  February  4,  1841,  in 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
came  to  Wayne  county,  where  he  soon  afterward 
found  employment  on  the  canal  as  a water  boy. 
In  1858  he  was  employed  by  the  canal  company  as 
a carpenter,  and  was  thus  engaged  when  the  Civil 
war  broke  out.  His  ardent  patriotism,  which,  as 
has  been  seen,  was  fully  shared  by  his  brothers,  led 
him  to  enlist,  in  the  spring  of  1861,  in  Company  B, 
3rd  Penn.  Reserves,  for  three  years,  and  he  was 
mustered  into  service  at  Easton,  Penn.,  under  Capt. 
William  D.  Curtis,  of  Wayne  county.  After  a short 
stay  in  W ashington  the  regiment  was  sent  south, 


and  he  was  present  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
later  taking  part  in  the  engagements  at  Fredericks- 
burg, South  Mountain,  Antietam,  and  Clovd’s 
Mountain,  also  in  what  is  known  as  Cook’s  raid. 
He  remained  in  active  service  until  June  17,  1864, 
participating  in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment 
was  engaged,  and  then  spent  a few  months  at  home 
in  Wayne  county.  In  the  fall  he  joined  a construc- 
tion corps,  and  served  with  Sherman’s  army  until 
after  the  battle  of  Nashville,  when  he  returned  home 
to  stay.  In  i860  he  married  Miss  Mary  Arm- 
strong, daughter  of  George  and  Nancy  (Brown) 
Armstrong,  prominent  residents  of  Wayne  county. 
For  some  time  after  his  marriage  he  resided  at  Haw- 
lev,  where  he  was  employed  by  the  D.  & H.  Co.  in 
building  locks  and  similar  work  connected  with  his 
trade,  and  while  there  he  purchased  real  estate  and 
built  himself  a home.  In  1883  he  was  appointed 
to  his  present  position  of  foreman  on  the  canal,  and 
he  has  since  made  his  home  in  Palmyra  township. 
Mr.  Marshall  is  highly  esteemed  as  a citizen,  and  he 
is  a leading  member  of  the  G A.  R.  Post  No.  195,  at 
Hawley,  while  for  thirty  years  past  he  has  been 
prominent  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  that  locality, 
belonging  to  Hawley  Lodge  No.  305.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Hawley,  and  his  family  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  work  of  the  society.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and,  although  he  is  not  an  office  seeker, 
he  is  now  serving  as  school  director,  having  been 
elected  in  1897. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall  have  five  children,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters:  (1)  Frank  H.,  born  at 
Hawley  in  1867,  is  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  at  Dunmore,  Penn.  He 
married  Miss  Tillie  Masters,  of  Dunmore,  and  has 
two  children,  James  and  Clarence.  (2)  Cornelia 
B.,  born  at  Hawley,  married  George  Woodward, 
who  is  employed  as  shipping  clerk  in  the  Clark 
glass  factory  at  Honesdale;  they  have  one  son,  Ed- 
win. (3)  Miss  Josephine,  who  was  born  at  Hawley, 
is  an  attractive  young  lady,  and  one  of  the  brightest 
students  of  the  Hawley  public  schools.  (4)  Charles 
and  ( 5 ) Mary,  who  were  born  in  Palmyra  township, 
are  at  home,  and  the  latter  is  attending  school. 

ELIJAH  RICKARD.  Among  the  worthy 
men  whose  histories  lend  interest  to  this  volume 
none  stands  higher  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens than  does  this  well-known  resident  of  Clemo, 
Wayne  county.  Like  many  of  our  successful  men 
he  is  of  German  ancestry,  and  his  industry,  thrift, 
and  perseverance  do  credit  to  his  race 

The  ancestral  home  was  in  Baden,  Germany, 
and  our  subject’s  grandfather,  Arnold  Rickard,  was 
a blacksmith  there.  The  late  John  B.  Rickard, 
father  of  our  subject,  came  to  America  in  1847,  and 
located  first  at  Canaan,  Wayne  county,  but  in  1833 
he  removed  to  Clemo,  where  he  followed  the  black- 
smith’s trade.  In  1878  he  settled  upon  a farm  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  same  county,  and  his  re- 
maining years  were  spent  there  in  agricultural 
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work.  Politically  his  sympathies  were  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  and  his  family  were  from 
the  time  of  their  arrival  identified  with  the  German 
Catholic  Church,  near  their  home.  He  died  in 
1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Krug,  passed  away 
in  1896,  aged  seventy-six,  their  remains  being  in- 
terred in  the  German  Catholic  cemetery,  at  Hones- 
dale.  They  had  the  following  children:  John  M., 
ex-commissioner  of  Wayne  county,  whose  biogra- 
phy appears  elsewhere ; Eliza,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried William  Dorse,  foreman  of  a tannery  in  Potter 
county,  Penn.;  Augustus  B.,  of  Potter  county; 
Elijah,  our  subject;  Mary,  wife  of  Archie 
Missler,  a farmer  and  glass  blower  at  White  Mills, 
Penn. ; Frank,  who  occupies  the  old  homestead  of 
fifty  acres  in  Cherry  Ridge  township ; Maggie,  wife 
of  Philip  Murray,  a hardware  merchant  at  Honesdale; 
and  Frederick,  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business 
in  the  same  city. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  30,  1849,  Ca- 
naan, and  he  resided  with  his  parents  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-two.  When  only  thirteen 
year  old  he  began  to  run  a stationary  engine  for 
Robinson  & Gail,  at  Middle  Valley,  now  known  as 
Clemo,  and  three  years  later  gave  up  that  employ- 
ment to  learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  This  he  fol- 
lowed until  1881,  when  he  settled  upon  his  present 
farm,  a fine  estate  of  one  hundred  acres,  where  he  has 
combined  agricultural  work  with  his  trade,  meeting 
with  good  success  in  both.  Mr.  Rickard  is  a man 
who  does  his  own  thinking,  and  in  politics  he  votes 
for  the  “best  man,”  though  in  the  main  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party  in  national  issues.  He 
takes  much  interest  in  local  affairs,  being  especially 
active  in  educational  matters,  and  has  served  two 
terms  as  school  director. 

On  November  12,  1871,  Mr.  Rickard  was  mar- 
ried, at  Waymart,  by  Rev.  I.  L.  Race,  a Methodist 
minister,  to  Miss  Ella  E.  Deming,  and  five  children 
have  blessed  their  union,  viz. : Charles  F.,  bom  Au- 
gust 21,  1872 ; Sadie  M.,  born  May  5,  1876,  who  was 
married  August  26,  1896,  to  Peter  Racht,  a stone 
mason  at  Chinchilla,  Penn. ; Florence  L.,  born  July 
24,  1880  ; Elbert  J.,  born  August  16,  1884;  and  Fran- 
cis J.,  born  March  27,  1887.  Mrs.  Rickard,  who 
has  been  a true  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  was  born 
May  1,  1853,  at  Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne  county, 
and  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines  is  descended 
from  early  settlers  in  that  locality.  Ichabod  Dem- 
ing, her  paternal  grandfather,  was  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, where  he  married  Mary  , and  they 

afterward  removed  to  a farm  at  Pleasant  Mount 
where  they  made  their  permanent  home.  Frederick 
Deming-,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Rickard,  was  born  in 
Connecticut  September  6,  1808,  accompanied  his 
parents  to  this  section,  and  engaged  in  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade  at  Pleasant  Mount  in  early  manhood. 
In  1851  he  abandoned  this  occupation,  owing  to  ill 
health,  and  he  afterward  followed  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  November  5,  1887.  On  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1833,  he  was  married  at  Pleasant  Mount 


to  Miss  Sarah  Beatty,  who  was  born  January  3, 
1805,  in  New  York  State,  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Bessie  (Washburn)  Beatty,  whose  last  years 
were  spent  upon  a farm  in  Wayne  county.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Deming  died  February  24,  1894,  and  her  re- 
mains were  laid  beside  those  of  her  husband  in  the 
Baptist  cemetery  in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  were  held  in  high  esteem  among  their 
associates  for  their  excellent  qualities  of  character. 
Mr.  Deming  never  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  but 
he  gave  his  support  in  a quiet  way  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Mrs.  Rickard  is  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  seven  children.  The  others  were:  Nor- 
man, born  May  25,  1834,  died  June  3,  1834;  Cath- 
erine R.,  born  August  1,  1835,  is  now  the  widow  of 
Horatio  Bennett,  of  Clinton,  Penn. ; Fucretia  J., 
born  August  10,  1838,  died  November  19,  1839; 
Fucretia  F.,  born  September  2,  1840,  is  now  the  wife 
of  A.  Sutton,  a carpenter  at  Ashland,  N.  Y. ; Fyman 
F.,  born  September  3,  1843,  *s  a farmer  near  War- 
ren, Penn. ; and  Oscar  W.,  born  November  1.9,  1846, 
is  the  foreman  of  a mine  at  Peckville,  Pennsylvania. 

CHARFES  W.  JACOBS,  a progressive  and 
wide-awake  lumberman  and  farmer  of  Starrucca 
township,  Wayne  county,  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  one  of  Pennsylvania’s  highly-respected  fam- 
ilies, his  parents  being  Jonathan  and  Nancy  (Shad- 
wick)  Jacobs.  His  father  was  born  in  Schoharie 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1810,  and  after  his  marriage  re- 
moved to  Warren  township,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  purchased  a tract  of  land  which  he  trans- 
formed into  a good  farm,  erecting  thereon  good 
buildings,  and  making  many  other  useful  and 
valuable  improvements.  Pie  added  to  his  original 
purchase,  but  in  1859  sold  the  place  and  purchased 
a farm  of  100  acres  in  New  Milford,  Susquehanna 
county.  On  disposing  of  that  property  he  bought 
a home  in  Thompson,  same  county,  where  he  spent 
his  remaining  days,  dying  there  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.  His  faithful  wife  survived 
him  only  about  three  months,  her  death  occurring 
when  she  was  in  her  eighty-fifth  year. 

Of  their  thirteen  children,  five  died  in  child- 
hood, while  the  others  are  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Andrew, 
born  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  married  Fouisa 
Reynolds,  of  Potter  county,  Penn.,  by  whom  he  has 
two  children,  Charles  and  Katie.  The  family  re- 
side on  his  farm  in  Potter  county.  (2)  Betsy  is 
now  Mrs.  Crisped,  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Della.  (3)  Sarah,  born  in  Bradford 
county,  married  Daniel  Towner,  of  Susquehanna 
county,  who  died  in  1896,  and  she  now  makes  her 
home  in  Hickory  Grove,  Susquehanna  county.  Her 
children  are  Joseph,  Frank,  Judson,  Samuel,  and 
Emma.  (4)  Robert,  born  in  Bradford  county, 
married  Martha  Green,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
now  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Thompson.  He 
has  two  sons,  Ernest  and  Earle.  (5)  Jane,  born  in 
Bradford,  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Othanile  Phelps,  of 
Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  and  has  one  son, 
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Lewis.  (6)  Annie,  born  in  Bradford  county,  mar- 
ried Calvin  Towner,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
also  lives  at  Great  Bend.  (7)  Della,  born  in  Brad- 
ford county,  is  the  wife  of  \\  illiam  Cole,  of  Lanes- 
boro,  Susquehanna  county. 

Charles  W.  Jacobs,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  born  February  28,  1845,  in  Bradford 
county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads. 
Throughout  bis  active  business  life  he  has  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  occupations  of  lumbering 
and  farming,  making  his  home  in  Susquehanna 
county  after  his  marriage  until  1891,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  m Wayne  county,  near  the  village 
of  Starrucca,  on  which  he  is  now  living.  It  is  well 
improved,  and  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  of 
the  locality. 

In  18*66  Mr.  Jacobs  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Lucretia  Knapp,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
a daughter  of  Peter  and  Mahala  Knapp,  prosperous 
farming  people  of  that  county.  Two  children  bless 
this  union,  namely : Edward  A.,  born  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  in  1873,  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  that  county,  and  in  1896  married  Winnifred 
Washburn,  of  Thompson ; they  live  near  his  father’s 
homestead.  Myrtle,  born  in  Susquehanna  county, 
in  1874,  obtained  a good  common-school  education, 
and  is  now  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Since  casting  his  first  vote,  Mr.  Jacobs  has 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  Republican  party, 
which  he  always  supports  by  his  ballot,  and  has  done 
much  to  promote  its  interests.  In  religious  con- 
nection he  and  his  wife  affiliate  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  they  occupy  a po- 
sition of  prominence,  numbering  among  their 
friends  many  of  the  best  people  of  the  community. 
Public-spirited  and  enterprising,  Mr.  Jacobs  gives 
his  support  to  all  worthy  objects  for  the  good  of 
his  adopted  town  and  county. 

JACOB  WESTBROOK  (deceased)  was  a man 
of  the  highest  respectability,  and  those  who  were 
most  intimately  associated  with  him  speak  in  un- 
qualified terms  of  his  sterling  integrity,  his  honor 
in  business,  and  his  fidelity  to  all  the  duties  of  pub- 
lic and  private  life.  In  his  life-span  of  almost 
seventy  years  he  accomplished  much,  and  left  be- 
hind him  an  honorable  record  well  worthy  of  per- 
petuation. 

Mr.  Westbrook  was  born  November  4,  1824, 
in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  a son  of  Benjamin  and 
Mary  (Nearpass)  Westbrook,  also  natives  of  Sus- 
sex county,  who  made  their  home  there  until  1841, 
in  that  year  removing  to  a farm  in  Westfall  town- 
ship, Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  continued  to 
reside  until  called  to  their  final  rest.  The  father 
was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  community, 
and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  in  manv 
other  township  offices.  In  the  family  were  four 
children,  all  now  deceased,  namely:  Solomon,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Westfall;  Jacob;  Sally  J.,  wife 
of  Solomon  \ an  Inwegen ; and  Catherine,  who  mar- 


ried John  Quinn,  also  deceased.  Our  subject’s  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  Abram  Westbrook. 

Jacob  Westbrook  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
under  the  parental  roof  in  much  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  boys  of  his  day.  On  October  29,  1858, 
at  Pemberton,  N.  J.,  he  married  Miss  Caroline 
Palmer,  who  was  born  at  Mt.  Plope,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.  Her  parents,  Robert  R.  and  Mehitable 
(Penny)  Palmer,  were  natives  of  Sullivan  county, 
and  Mt.  Hope,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  respectively, 
and  came  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in  1840,  locating 
in  Milford,  where  the  father  carried  on  business 
as  a merchant  tailor.  Later  they  removed  to  West- 
fall  township,  and  he  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  was  widely  and  favorably 
known,  and  was  honored  with  a number  of  town- 
ship offices.  He  died  December  24,  1882,  aged 
seventy-one  years,  his  wife  February  12,  1885.  aged 
seventy-three,  and  both  were  buried  in  Milford 
cemeterv.  Their  children  were  Caroline,  now 
Mrs.  Westbrook;  Henry  E.,  a farmer  of  Wyoming 
county,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Henrietta  Slack ; John 
W.,  deceased,  who  married  Harriet  Olmstead ; 
Maria  A.,  a resident  of  Matamoras,  Penn. ; Mary 
and  Jane,  twins,  who  died  unmarried ; and  Robert 
R.,  a grain  merchant  of  Creston,  111.,  who  married 
Ella  Lockwood. 

Among  the  first  Pilgrims  from  the  Old  to  the 
New  World  were  three  by  the  name  of  Palmer 
who  came  from  Nottinghamshire,  England,  Will- 
iam, in  1621  ; Walter  and  Abraham,  brothers,  in 
1629.  Though  from  the  same  locaity  in  England,  it  is 
not  certain  they  were  brothers.  William  settled 
in  what  is  now  called  Duxbury,  Mass. ; Walter  at 
Pawtucket,  now  Stonington,  Conn. ; and  Abraham 
removed  to  Barbadoes,  West  Indies.  William  and 
Walter  are  the  ancestors  of  a legion  of  descend- 
ants, the  larger  proportion  being  the  posterity  of 
Walter,  who  in  1653  settled  at  Stonington,  Conn., 
where  he  died  in  1661.  His  homestead  there  was 
at  Wequetquock  Cove.  Mrs.  Westbrook’s  pater- 
nal grandparents,  Aaron  and  Silpha  (Rogers) 
Palmer,  were  natives  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y., 
where  the  former  died,  the  latter  passing  away  in 
New  Jersey  while  on  a visit.  Their  children  were: 
Smith;  Daniel;  Robert  R.,  father  of  Mrs.  West- 
brook ; Margaret,  wife  of  C.  Ayers ; Charity,  wife 
of  J.  Gregory;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Louis  Taylor; 
Dolly,  wife  of  T.  Buchanan ; Stephen ; Dorrence ; 
and  Henry. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Westbrook  located  on 
the  farm  where  his  family  still  resides,  and  devoted 
his  energies  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
until  called  to  his  final  rest,  February  1,  1895,  his 
remains  being  interred  in  Milford  cemetery.  He 
was  a man  of  progressive  ideas,  was  upright  and 
reliable  in  all  things,  and  met  with  fair  success  in 
his  business  operations,  so  that  he  was  able  to  leave 
his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances.  His  farm, 
which  fronts  on  the  river,  is  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful as  well  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  locality.  In 
his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Westbrook  was  a Demo- 
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crat,  and  he  most  acceptably  filled  the  offices  of 
supervisor  and  school  director.  Air.  and  Airs.  West- 
brook had  eight  children : Carrie  died  unmarried 

when  twenty-three  years  of  age ; Alary  A.  is  a trained 
nurse  in  New  York  City;  Ida  Eveline  is  a trained 
nurse  in  Columbus,  Ga.  (both  are  graduates  of  the 
New  York  City  Training  School)  ; Alabel  Anna 
married  Henry  P.  Aldrich,  a farmer  of  Westfall 
township,  and  has  one  child,  Percy  W. ; Charlotte 
resides  in  Alatamoras ; Alyrta  married  Augustus  A. 
Balch,  a merchant  of  Alatamoras;  Alildred  (twin 
of  Alyrta)  is  living  at  home;  Robert  J.,  unmarried, 
is  also  living  at  home.  The  Westbrook  farm  com- 
prises one  hundred  acres  of  improved  land,  and  200 
acres  of  wild  land.  Airs.  Westbrook  is  an  estima- 
ble lady,  of  many  sterling  qualities,  and  the  family 
have  a large  circle  of  friends  in  the  community. 

CHARLES  LABAR  HELLER  (deceased), 
during  his  lifetime  one  of  the  leading  and  most 
highly-respected  citizens  of  Lehman  township,  Pike 
county,  was  born  September  10,  1833,  in  that  town- 
ship, about  one  hundred  yards  from  his  present 
home,  and  was  a representative  of  one  of  the  most 
prominent  families  of  the  locality,  his  parents  being 
Hon.  John  and  Julia  (Smith)  Heller.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  Simon  and  Sarah  (Carpenter) 
Heller,  of  Bushkill,  the  former  a son  of  John  Hel- 
ler, and  both  died  in  Pike  county.  All  of  their 
children  are  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of 
the  eldest,  Susan,  who  is  the  widow  of  George 
Kentner,  and  is  living  in  Dixon,  111.,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-one ; Alary  was  the  wife  of  Samuel 
G.  Schoonover;  John  was  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Sarah  was  the  wife  of  Simeon -Schoonover ; Amos, 
married,  comes  next ; Eleanor  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years ; and  Elizabeth  died  unmarried  at  the 
age  of  fifty. 

Hon.  John  Heller  was  born  in  Lehman  town- 
ship, in  1808,  and  by  occupation  was  a farmer  and 
tanner,  erecting,  in  1836,  a tannery,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully operated  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1881.  He  was  also  a large  landowner  in  Pike 
county,  and  in  business  affairs  met  with  marked 
success.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  was 
an  active  and  zealous  worker  for  his  party’s  inter- 
ests. Being  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  the  county,  he  was  often  called 
to  public  office,  serving  as  county  treasurer,  asso- 
ciate judge,  and  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty- 
five  years.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife  were  both 
sincere  and  earnest  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  She  was  born  in  Lehman  township,  Pike 
county,  in  February,  1810,  and  departed  this  life 
January  18,  1888,  being  laid  to  rest  by  his  side  in 
Bushkill  cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children.  Hon.  Mahlon,  a retired  merchant  of 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
that  section,  having  served  as  representative  in  the 
State  Legislature  and  as  deputy  sheriff  of  his  coun- 
ty. Charles  L.  comes  next  in  the  order  of  birth. 
Alary  is  the  wife  of  Oliver  Smith,  a retired  carpen- 


ter of  Bushkill,  Penn. ; Thomas  S.,  who  died  in  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  in  1898,  married  Carrie  N ill,  was  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a merchant,  miller  and  stave 
manufacturer,  and  served  as  county  clerk.  Sarah 
E.  (deceased)  married  Webb  W.  Quick.  Ila  J.,  a 
resident  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  first  married  Rev. 
George  O.  Carmichael,  and  after  his  death  married 
Porter  Heller.  Amos  (deceased)  married  Susan 
Labar. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years,  Charles  L.  Heller  went  to  Stroudsburg, 
Penn.,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  Monroe 
Democrat  newspaper  office  for  three  years,  and 
later  worked  as  a journeyman  printer  for  twelve 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  home 
and  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  parents  for  about 
seven  years.  After  his  marriage  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  harness  at  Bushkill  for  sixteen 
years,  then,  in  1882,  located  upon  a part  of  the  old 
homestead,  and  thereafter  devoted  his  energies  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  September,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  D,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
John  D.  Frazier,  for  nine  months,  and  served  with 
the  rank  of  second  lieutenant.  He  received  a flesh 
wound  in  the  right  leg  above  the  knee,  and  for  five 
weeks  was  unfit  for  active  duty.  On  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  he  was  honorably  discharged 
and  returned  home.  Air.  Heller  died  June  26,  1899, 
of  apoplexy,  in  the  Bushkill  school-house,  while  at- 
tending a meeting  of  the  directors.  Lie  was  one 
of  the  leading  Democrats  of  his  community,  and 
was  honored  with  a number  of  local  offices,  includ- 
ing all  of  the  township  offices  with  the  exception  of 
overseer  of  the  poor  and  supervisor.  For  twenty- 
five  consecutive  years  he.  was  a justice  of  the  peace, 
an  office  which  had  been  in  the  family  some  sixty 
years,  and  his  public,  as  well  as  his  private,  duties, 
were  most  faithfully  and  satisfactorily  performed. 
Socially  he  was  a Freemason,  and  in  religious  faith 
he  was  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

On  November  10,  1863,  at  Bushkill,  Penn., 
Air.  Heller  married  Aliss  Clarissa  D.  Wallace,  and 
to  them  were  born  the  following  children : Sand- 

ford,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  meat  business  in 
Newark,  N.  J. ; John  L.,  a miller,  residing  in  Rock- 
land, N.  Y.,  who  married  Florence  Decker;  Ar- 
menta  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  and  one-half 
years  ; George,  who  is  also  engaged  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness in  Newark,  N.  J. ; Cora  W.,  a trained  nurse  in 
Elizabeth,  N.  J. ; Alarcia  C.  and  Anna,  who  are 
teachers,  Alarcia  being  a graduate  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal at  East  Stroudsburg;  Frank,  a resident  of 
Newark,  N.  J. ; and  Adelaide  and  Julia  C.,  both  at 
home. 

Airs.  Heller  was  born  in  Bushkill,  Alay  7,  1843, 
a daughter  of  Webb  and  Alary  A.  (Sandford) 
Wallace,  natives  of  New  York  and  Connecticut, 
respectively.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer  and 
millwright  by  occupation,  was  reared  in  New  Jer- 
sey, and  came  to  Pike  county  in  1825,  locating  at 
Bushkill,  but  both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  Alonroe 
county,  the  former  in  August,  1868,  aged  sixty- 
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three  years,  the  latter  in  1882,  aged  fifty-eight,  and 
they  were  buried  at  Bushkill.  Their  children  were: 
Oran,  a resident  of  Bushkill;  Clarissa  D.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Anna  A.,  deceased  wife  of  George 
Ross;  Charles  D.,  a farmer  of  Bushkill,  who  mar- 
ried Emma  Bush;  William  P.,  who  died  unmarried; 
Hannah  N.,  wife  of  Jerry  Van  Gordon,  a merchant 
of  Matamoras,  Penn.;  John  L.,  who  died  unmar- 
ried ; Maria  L.,  wife  of  Leonard  Hornbeck,  of 
Matamoras;  Charlotte  C.,  wife  of  John  H.  Cook, 
of  Bushkill;  Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  Dr.  Theo- 
dore Wiggins;  Blanche,  wife  of  Ferdinand  Sher- 
wood, a retired  citizen  of  Livingston  Manor,  N.  Y. ; 
Webb  W.,  who  married  Cora  Wilcox,  and  lives  in 
Newark,  N.  J. ; and  Louis  O.,  who  died  unmarried. 
Mrs.  Heller’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Charles 
and  Hannah  (Newman)  Wallace,  natives  of  Scot- 
land, and  her  maternal  grandparents  were  Oran 
and  Clarissa  (Dimmick)  Sandford,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Heller's  first  American  ancestor,  Christian 
Heller,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
From  him  the  line  is  traced  through  Simon  Heller, 
Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Hellertown,  Northampton 
Co.,  Penn. ; John  Heller,  Sr.,  who  was  horn  at  Ham- 
ilton, Monroe  Co.,  Penn.;  Simon  Heller,  of  Bush- 
kill; and  Hon.  John  Heller,  to  our  subject. 

EUGENE  L.  BATES,  who  is  numbered 
among  the  substantial  and  energetic  farmers  of  Dy- 
berry  township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  January 
8,  1859,  on  the  old  homestead  where  he  still  con- 
tinues to  reside,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Emily 
(Swingle)  Bates,  the  former  a native  of  Cornwall, 
England,  the  latter  of  South  Canaan,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. The  father,  who  became  a prosperous  farmer 
of  Dyberry  township,  died  June  11,  1887,  and  the 
mother  departed  this  life  September  28,  1889. 
Their  children  were  Elizabeth,  who  resides  on  the 
old  homestead  with  our  subject,  having  a cottage 
of  her  own ; Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Peter  Randall,  of 
Hancock,  N.  Y. ; Robert  S.,  a resident  of  Lebanon 
township,  Wayne  county;  Jacob  I.,  a well-known 
miller  of  Dyberry  township ; Dr.  John  M.,  who  died 
April  28,  1882;  J.  Isadora,  wife  of  Samuel  B.  Bry- 
ant, of  Waymart,  Wayne  county;  Amanda  L.,  wife 
of  Richard  Randall ; George  W.,  who  died  Novem- 
ber 7,  1861  ; Edwin  Spencer,  who  died  October 
28,  1861  ; and  Eugene  L. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  'attended  the  common  schools  and  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  farm  work.  After  the  lat- 
ter's death  he  took  possession  of  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  is  still  living.  In  Oregon,  Wayne  county, 
he  was  married,  in  1879,  to  Miss  Eva  Smith,  Rev. 
J.  I.  Burrell  officiating.  She  was  born  January  26, 
1861,  in  Oregon  township,  on  the  farm  where  her 
parents  still  continue  to  reside.  They  are  Fred- 
erick and  Harriette  (Pullis)  Smith,  the  former 
born  in  that  township,  the  latter  in  Lebanon  town- 
ship. Their  children  are  Emma,  wife  of  Jerome 


Mitchell,  of  Lebanon  township;  Eva,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Mattie,  wife  of  Adelbert  Bunting,  of  Alford 
Centre,  N.  Y. ; Herbert,  a resident  of  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.;  Edwin,  of  Wayne  county;  Frank, 
a farmer  of  Dyberry  township ; and  Elw'in,  of  Ore- 
gon township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  have  six  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : 
Roland,  January  18,  1880;  May,  December  12, 
1881 ; Judson,  March  8,  1884  ;'Hattie,  July  20,  1890; 
Daisy,  November  29,  1893;  and  Bertie,  February 
12,  1895.  Roland  is  of  great  help  to  his  father  in 
the  operation  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Bates  is  one  of  the  most  thrifty,  progress- 
ive and  enterprising  farmers  and  dairymen  of 
Dyberry  township,  and  in  his  business  undertakings 
has  met  with  a well-merited  success.  On  attain- 
ing his  majority  he  became  a supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party,  but,  seeing  what  a curse  the  free 
use  of  alcohol  has  been,  he  has  for  the  past  two 
vears  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Prohibition  party. 
He  has  never  cared  for  the  honors  or  emoluments 
of  public  office,  but  has  efficiently  served  as  school 
director  in  his  township. 

WILLIAM  HAAG,  one  of  the  representative 
and  prosperous  farmers  carrying  on  operations  in 
Greene  township,  Pike  county,  was  born  in  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county,  January  23,  1859,  and  is 
a son  of  John  Flaag,  a native  of  Prussia,  Germany, 
born  March  17,  1817.  His  paternal  grandparents, 
Blosidus  and  Frances  A.  Haag,  reared  a family  of 
six  children : John ; Anthony,  who  married  and 
remained  in  Prussia ; Peter,  also  a resident  of  Ger- 
many; Catherine,  who  married  Jacob  Ritter,  living 
in  Germany;  and  Merlana  and  Perrinina,  who  also 
married  and  remained  in  that  country. 

In  1853  John  Haag  came  to  the  United  States 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn., 
where  he  worked  until  he  had  earned  sufficient 
money  to  pay  his  expenses  to  the  gold  fields  of  Cali- 
fornia. In  that  State  he  engaged  in  mining  for 
three  years,  and  was  quite  successful.  Returning 
to  Pennsylvania  he  purchased  property  in  what  is 
now  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  and  upon  his 
place  erected  a gristmill,  which  he  operated  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  December  13,  1891.  Be- 
sides his  mill  property  and  farming  lands  in  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county,  he  owned  two  good  farms 
in  Pike  county,  having  met  with  good  success  in 
his  business  ventures.  He  was  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, but  he  never  cared  for  political  favors.  Re- 
ligiously he  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  and  at  his  death  his  remains  were 
interred  in  the  Evangelical  cemetery  in  Dreher 
township. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Pike  county,  John 
Haag  was  married,  October  4,  1856,  to  Miss  Louisa 
Robacker,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Anna,  born  August  4,  1857,  is 

the  wife  of  David  Leisher,  a farmer  of  Greene  town- 
ship, Pike  county;  William,  our  subject,  comes  next; 
Maurice,  born  April  1,  1861,  married  Jennie  Com- 
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mings ; Emma,  born  January  3,  1863,  is  the  wife  of 
Byron  Bartleson,  of  Columbia  Falls,  Mont.;  and 
A.  L.,  born  August  22,  1864,  married  Minnie  Lan- 
caster, and  operates  his  father’s  old  gristmill  in 
Dreher  township,  Wayne  county.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  December 
26,  1834,  and  is  a daughter  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth (Rohrbacker)  Robacker,  prosperous  farming 
people  of  that  township,  who  went  west  and  spent 
their  last  days  in  Edwards  county,  111.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Margaret,  widow  of  Louis  Cagany, 

and  a resident  of  Edwards  county,  111. ; Samuel 
(deceased),  who  married  Eva  Williams,  and  was 
engaged  in  farming  in  Pike  county,  Penn. ; Louisa, 
our  subject’s  mother,  who  now  resides  in  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county;  Franz,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  engaged  in  farming  in  Kansas;  William, 
who  wedded  Mary  Beeher,  and  is  farming  in  Dre- 
her township,  Wayne  county;  Christina,  deceased 
wife  of  Franz  Swartz,  a Kansas  farmer;  Louis,  who 
married  Eliza  Fry,  and  is  engaged  in  blacksmithing 
in  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county;  Libby,  de- 
ceased ; and  Charles,  who  is  married  and  lives  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Edwards  county,  Illinois. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  William  Haag 
attended  the  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years,  assisting  him  in  the  mill  and 
with  the  farm  work.  He  then  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  100  acres  in  Greene  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty, upon  which  he  has  made  numerous  improve- 
ments which  add  greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive 
appearance,  besides  clearing  considerable  wooded 
land.  He  is  a progressive  farmer,  who  thoroughly 
understands  his  chosen  calling,  and  is  meeting  with 
excellent  success. 

On  August  17,  1884,  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Haag  was  married,  by  Rev.  Louis  C.  Muller,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Crissie  C. 
Haser,  who  was  born  July  21,  1861,  and  died  Au- 
gust 23,  1895.  Her  father,  Adam  Haser,  was  born 
March  17,  1828,  and  died  November  5,  1885.  He 
was  married  January  26,  1854,  to  Miss  Christina 
Lalerbacht,  who  was  born  May  6,  1824,  and  died  in 
September,  1891.  They  are  mentioned  more  fully 
in  the  sketch  of  Frederick  Plaser.  To  our  subject 
and  bis  wife  were  born  three  children:  John  A., 

born  October  28,  1885  : Emma  C.,  December  8,  1887  1 
and  Clara  L.,  October  14,  1891,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  six  months. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Haag  is  a strong 
Republican ; socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Ridgley 
Protective  Association. 

GEORGE  L.  WALTZ  is  one  of  the  typical 
business  men  of  Wayne  county,  having  successfully 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  at  Newfoundland 
for  many  years,  and  being  also  interested  in  the 
creamery  business  at  that  dace.  Straightforward 
and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  the  prosperity 
that  has  come  to  him  is  certainly  well  deserved. 


Mr.  Waltz  was  born  May  5,  1840,  within  200 
yards  of  his  present  home  in  Newfoundland,  and  is 
a son  of  George  A.  and  Christiana  (Wolf)  Waltz, 
natives  of  Baden,  Germany.  In  1826,  at  the  age  of 
nine  years,  the  father  came  to  America  with  his  par- 
ents, George  A.  and  Barbara  Waltz,  who  first  lo- 
cated in  Newfoundland,  Wayne  county,  and  in  1842 
removed  to  a farm  in  Dreher  township,  about  a 
mile  from  the  village.  There  were  four  children 
in  their  family,  namely : Charles  ; Catherine,  wife  of 
Leonard  Bankert ; Mrs.  Armena  Keen ; and  George 
A.,  the  father  of  our  subject.  Our  subject's  mater- 
nal grandparents  were  Christopher  and  Christina 
Wolf.  Throughout  life  the  father  of  our  subject 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  at  Newfoundland, 
which  was  originally  known  as  Dutch  Flats.  He 
was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Church.  He  died  November 
14,  1892,  aged  seventy-six  years,  his  wife  in  May, 
1888,  aged  seventy-two,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Evangelical  cemetery  at  Newfoundland.  In 
the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the  follow- 
ing children:  Charles  D.,  who  married  Sophia 

Rohrbacker,  now  a resident  of  Greene  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn. ; George  L.,  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view ; Louisa,  wife  of  Charles  Klein,  a butcher  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; Catherine,  widow  of  Lavine  Rohr- 
backer, and  a resident  of  Greene  township,  Pike 
county;  David,  who  married  Sophia  Mack,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; 
William,  who  married  Emma  Heberling,  and  lives 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Dreher  township;  John,  a 
butcher  of  Forest  City,  Penn. ; Libby,  wife  of  Moses 
Iv.  Rohrbacker,  a farmer  of  Dreher  township ; and 
Mary,  wife  of  Lavine  Frively,  a farmer  of  Greene 
township.  Pike  county. 

Until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  George 
L.  Waltz  assisted  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm.  On  September  15,  1862,  together  with 
several  Wayne  county  men,  he  then  enlisted,  in  Pike 
county,  in  Company  B,  151st  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Westbrook,  and  on  October  12,  1862,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Company  R,  17th  Penn.  Cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Lee.  His  spine  was  injured  while 
he  was  on  the  right  flank  of  his  company  during 
a skirmish  near  White  Oak  church,  his  horse  jump- 
ing and  straining  his  back.  For  six  weeks  he  was 
confined  in  hospital,  and  three  times  since  the  war 
he  has  been  ill  from  the  same  injury.  The  war 
ended,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Boston  Har- 
bor, August  12,  1865,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant,  and 
went  to  Line  Lexington,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  on 
a farm  for  six  months.  The  following  year  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  and  then  came  to  Newjoundland,  where  in 
partnership  with  his  brother  Charles  D.  he  exten- 
sively carried  on  business  as  a lumberman,  merchant 
and  farmer  until  his  brother’s  death,  in  October, 
1881.  The  latter’s  heirs  then  retained  an  interest 
in  the  business  until  1889,  when  our  subject  became 
sole  proprietor,  and  he  has  since  carried  on  opera- 
tions alone  with  marked  success.  In  1890  he  also 
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embarked  in  the  creamery  business  as  a member  of 
a firm,  and  two  years  later,  when  the  company  failed 
to  agree,  lie  purchased  the  plant,  which  he  has 
since  successfully  conducted,  lie  is  a wide-awake, 
energetic  business  man,  of  known  reliability  and 
sound  judgment. 

In  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  Mr.  Waltz 
was  married,  in  January,  1870,  to  Miss  Magdalina 
C.  Rohrbacker,  Lev.  Mr.  Gorman  performing  the 
ceremony.  Three  children  bless  this  union:  Ed- 

ward W.,  who  wedded  Mary  C.  Beisecker,  and  is 
a prominent  farmer  of  Newfoundland;  Clara  L., 
wife  of  David  B.  Smith,  of  the  same  place;  and 
Frank  D.,  in  partnership  with  his  father,  who  mar- 
ried Emma  Beehn,  and  resides  at  Newfoundland. 
Mrs.  Waltz  was  born  in  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  April  12,  1849,  and  is  a daughter  of  George 
and  Elizabeth  (Frively)  Rohrbacker,  natives  of  Ba- 
den, Germany,  who  came  to  America  with  their 
parents  at  the  ages  of  thirteen  and  eight  years,  re- 
spectively. They  located  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  the  father,  who  was  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  his  community,  engaged 
in  farming  and  filled  a number  of  local  offices.  ITe 
died  in  1855,  aged  forty-two  years,  his  wife  in 
1888,  aged  sixty-two.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  she  of  the  Moravian 
Church,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in 
the  cemeteries  belonging  to  the  Church  with 
which  they  were  connected.  Their  children  were 
Moses  K.,  who  married  Elizabeth  Waltz,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Dreher  township,  Wayne 
county ; George,  who  married  Louisa  Heberling,  and 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Greene  township,  Pike 
county;  Lavine,  deceased,  who  married  Catherine 
Waltz,  now  a resident  of  Greene  township;  Sophia, 
widow  of  Charles  Waltz,  and  a resident  of  Greene 
township;  Jacob,  who  lives  on  a part  of  the  old 
homestead  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county ; 
Magdalina,  wife  of  our  subject;  Harriet,  wife  of 
William  Doran,  a railroad  man  of  Bethlehem,  Penn. ; 
and  Anna,  who  lives  with  her  brother  George. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Waltz  is  a Re- 
publican, and  on  April  27,  1889,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Newfoundland,  to  which  position  he 
was  re-appointed  July  23,  1897,  filling  the  same  at 
the  present  time  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  He  has  also  held  the  offices  of  school 
director  (eleven  years)  and  auditor  (seven  years). 
Since  1859  he  has  been  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  in  which  he  'is 
now  serving  as  trustee,  and  socially  he  belongs  to 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  New- 
foundland, and  the  Grand  Army  Post  in  Dreher 
township. 

JEREMIAH  M.  TITMAN,  now  living  re- 
tired on  his  large  farm  in  Lehman  township,  Pike 
county,  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  that  sec- 
tion, and  he  ranks  among  the  self-made  prosperous 
men  of  his  neighborhood,  where  during  his  earlier 
years  he  was  an  active  figure  both  in  the  public  and 


private  life  of  the  community.  He  is  a native  of 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  born  May  10,  1819,  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Teeal)  Titman,  and  grandson 
of  Baldus  and  Marie  (Force)  Titman.  Baldus 
Titman  and  his  wife  were  lifelong  residents  of  War- 
ren county,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  an  extensive  scale.  He  died  from  the  effects 
of  a snake  bite.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven 
children  : George,  Philip,  William,  John,  Margaret 
(Mrs.  Eugene  Krause),  Lena  (Mrs.  Isaac  Black- 
ford) and  Anna  (Mrs.  Isaac  France). 

John  Titman  was  the  only  one  of  this  family 
to  come  to  Pike  county.  He  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  grew  to  manhood  there,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Teeal,  whose  father,  John 
Teeal,  came  from  his  native  country,  Holland,  in 
early  life,  and  settled  in  Warren  county,  where  he 
carried  on  farming  for  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
Some  few  years  after  their  marriage,  in  about  1819, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Titman  migrated  to  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  taking  up  their  residence  on  a farm  at  what 
is  now  known  as  Egypt  Mills,  in  Lehman  township, 
where  they  made  a permanent  home.  In  addition 
to  general  agriculture  Mr.  Titman  engaged  in  car- 
pentering and  cooper  work,  and  by  industry  and 
thrift  he  acquired  a comfortable  property,  at  the 
time  of  his  death  ranking  among  the  prosperous 
and  prominent  citizens  of  the  locality ; he  served 
as  constable  for  many  years.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat.  He  passed  away  in  March,  1865,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years,  his  wife  preceding  him 
to  the  grave  in  1863,  when  seventy-one  years  old. 
Their  remains  rest  in  the  Swartwood  cemetery. 
Of  their  children,  Catherine  married  David  Emory ; 
both  are  deceased,  Mrs.  Emorv  dying  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  Jacob  F.  (deceased)  mar- 
ried Barbara  Reaser.  Jeremiah  M.  is  the  subject 
proper  of  this  memoir.  John  T.  married  Elmira 
Counterman;  he  is  deceased.  Baldus  and  Joehila 
died  young.  Charles  married  Margaret  Counter- 
man ; he  lives  in  Milford.  Maria,  who  is  unmar- 
ried, is  also  a resident  of  Milford. 

Up  to  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  Jeremiah 
M.  Titman  remained  under  the  parental  roof,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
home  neighborhood,  and  learning  agriculture  in  its 
various  branches  under  the  able  instruction  of  his 
father.  On  leaving  home  he  commenced  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  William 
Fuller,  and  he  continued  to  follow  this  vocation  for 
eighteen  years,  engaging  also  in  farming  during  that 
time  to  some  extent.  In  i860  he  came  to  bis  pres- 
ent home  in  Lehman  township,  purchasing  430 
acres,  but  little  of  which  was  cleared  at  that  time, 
and  he  had  the  experiences  of  a veritable  pioneer 
in  bringing  his  farm  from  its  original  state  to  the 
condition  of  neatness  and  the  fine  appearance  it  now 
presents.  He  has  been  progressive  and  systematic 
always  in  his  farming  methods,  and  he  has  devoted 
all  his  time  and  attention  to  his  business  affairs, 
even  declining  on  several  occasions  to  serve  in  pub- 
lic office  after  he  was  elected.  His  prosperity  has 
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come  to  him  as  the  result  of  years  of  persistent 
hard  labor,  and  he  is  respected  everywhere  as  a 
man  altogether  worthy  of  the  enviable  reputation 
he  bears  among  his  associates,  either  in  a business 
or  social  way.  In  political  preference  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

Mr.  Titman’s  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Wild- 
rick  took  place  June  4,  1844,  at  Bushkill,  Pike 
county,  and  children  were  born  to  this  union  as  fol- 
lows: Albert  J.,  April  21,  1846;  Phoebe  J.,  April 
11,  1848;  Maria  E.,  March  18,  1850;  Emeline,  May 
17,  1852;  Electa,  March  27,  1854;  Martha  L.,  May 
8,  1856;  Melisssa,  July  3,  1858;  and  Linda,  Janu- 
ary 7,  1863.  Of  these,  the  eldest  son  married  Mary 
Ziler,  and  they  reside  in  Dover,  N.  J.,  where  he  is 
principal  of  the  public  school.  Phoebe  is  the  wife 
of  Jacob  Tolman,  who  is  a farmer  of  Milton,  N. 
J. ; he  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  Maria  is  mar- 
ried to  Louis  Hafner,  who  has  a harness  shop  in 
Milford.  Emeline  is  the  wife  of  Arba  Emory,  a 
farmer  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.  Electa 
married  Marshall  Reed,  a stone  mason  and  contract- 
or of  Newark,  N.  J.  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Iv.  Schultz,  who  is  engaged  as  baggage  master  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  Melissa  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-seven years,  unmarried.  Linda  died  March  3, 
1863.  George,  now  twenty-one  years  of  age,  has 
lived  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Titman  from  the  age  of 
five  years,  and  though  never  adopted  he  has  been 
reared  as  a son. 

Mrs.  Sarah  M.  (Wildrick)  Titman  was  born 
April  11,  1S23,  near  Blairstown,  N.  J.,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Phoebe  (Harris)  Wildrick,  of  that 
place,  the  former  a son  of  Michael  Wildrick,  who 
passed  his  entire  life  in  Nw  Jersey.  Charles  Wil- 
drick died  in  1824  in  his  native  place,  where  he  was 
laid  to  rest,  and  his  widow  subsequently  married 
Elias  Titman,  who  died  in  1883.  She  survived  until 
1890,  passing  away  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six  years,  and  she  was  also  interred  near  Blairstown, 
N.  J.  Sarah  M.  was  the  only  child  of  the  first 
marriage.  To  the  second  union  were  born  nine 
children,  namely : George,  who  is  a carpenter  in 
Blairstown,  N.  J. ; Elizabeth,  now  deceased,  who 
was  married  to  Elijah  Crane;  Mary,  wife  of  Abra- 
ham Stone,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn. ; Jacob,  now 
deceased,  who  married  Rosella  Coot ; John,  de- 
ceased ; Alexander ; Elias,  who  married  Elmira 
Low;  Elemuel,  who  died  while  serving  in  the  cavil 
war;  and  Elijah,  deceased  in  infancy. 

SIDNEY  E.  STANTON,  a worthy  and  hon- 
ored reperesentative  of  the  agricultural  and  lumber 
interests  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a 
true  type  of  the  energetic,  hardy  and  courageous 
men  who  have  actively  assisted  in  the  development 
of  this  wonderful  region.  He  was  born  in  Preston 
township,  Wayne  county,  December  9,  1831,  and 
belongs  to  an  honored  pioneer  family. 

Our  subject’s  father,  John  Stanton,  was  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  and  when  a young  man  came 
to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  met  and  mar- 


ried Miss  Rhoda,  daughter  of  Elihu  and  Lucretia 
Tallman.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  pioneer  lum- 
bermen of  this  section  of  the  State,  erecting  the 
first  sawmill  in  Preston  township,  near  Lake  Como, 
and  later  bought  a tract  of  land  known  as  the  Kri- 
der  tract,  building  a sawmill  on  the  boundary  line 
between  Scott  and  Preston  townships.  John  and 
Rhoda  Stanton  began  their  domestic  life  in  Preston 
township,  Mr.  Stanton  purchasing  a large  tract  of 
land,  which  he  converted  into  a good  farm,  but 
later  sold  and  bought  another  tract  of  timber  land 
near  Tallmanville,  on  which  he  made  many  improve- 
ments, including  the  erection  of  a good  house  and 
barn.  While  living  there  his  residence  and  all  his 
household  effects  were  destroyed  by  fire,  but  he 
promptly  rebuilt,  and  continued  to  make  that  farm 
his  home  for  several  years.  His  last  days,  however, 
were  spent  in  Preston  township,  on  a farm  near 
Shehawking  Pond,  where  he  died  in  1871,  his  wife 
in  1866.  In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were 
eleven  children,  all  born  in  Wayne  county,  namely : 
Samuel,  who  married  and  reared  a family ; Betsy, 
wife  of  David  Dix,  by  whom  she  has  a family  of 
children ; Louisa,  who  married  Abram  Haines,  of 
Wayne  county,  where  both  died,  leaving  a large 
family;  Mary  A.,  who  wedded  Ambrose  Payne,  of 
Wayne  county,  and  both  died  some  years  ago, 
leaving  a family ; Henry  P.,  a lumberman  and 
farmer  of  Preston  township,  who  married  Emeline 
Roberts,  and  died  leaving  four  daughters ; David 
H.,  who  married  Martha  McClaury,  of  Ivortright, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Preston  township, 
Wayne  county,  leaving  a widow  and  five  children ; 
Sidney  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Maxie,  who 
married  Jesse  Haines,  of  Wayne  county,  and  died 
some  years  ago,  leaving  six  children ; Eunice,  wife 
of  Charles  Roberts,  a farmer  of  Scott  township,  by 
whom  she  has  several  children;  J.  W.,  who  married 
Delia  Campbell,  and  with  his  family  lives  in  Pres- 
ton township ; and  John,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Sidney  E.  Stanton  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
common  schools,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  Roberts,  of  Preston 
township,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail  Rob- 
erts, prosperous  farming  people  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Wayne  county.  Four  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanton,  namely:  (1)  L.  D.,  born 

in  Preston  township,  in  1854,  attended  the  local 
schools,  and  in  1877  married  Linda  Campbell,  of 
Preston  township,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter, 
Daisy.  He  located  on  a part  of  his  father’s  home- 
stead, buying  no  acres  of  land  adjoining,  which 
he  has  transformed  into  a well-cultivated  and  highly- 
improved  farm,  it  being  supplied  with  all  modern 
improvements  and  conveniences.  (2)  Jennie,  born 
on  the  present  homestead  in  Scott  township,  in  1838, 
received  a common-school  education,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  G.  W.  Howell,  a merchant  of  Winwood, 
Wayne  county.  They  have  two  sons,  Harry  and 
Y\  illie.  (3)  Hattie  E.,  born  in  1864,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools,  and  married  Urben  Howell, 
who  owns  and  operates  the  farm  known  as  the 
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George  W.  Leech  farm,  near  Tallmanville,  Wayne 
county.  They  have  one  son,  Dean.  (4)  Rose  R 
finished  her  education  in  the  high  school  of  Mt. 
l'leasant,  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  teachers  of 
Scott  township,  where  she  has  successfully  taught 
for  five  years.  She  is  a refined  and  cultured  young 
lady,  a gri  at  favorite  with  all  who  know  her. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Stanton  purchased  160 
acres  of  timber  land  in  Scott  township,  all  of  which 
he  has  placed  under  excellent  cultivation.  After 
his  first  home  was  destroyed  by  fire,  in  1863,  he 
built  a fine  two-story  residence,  with  all  modern 
improvements,  and  has  also  erected  large  barns  and 
other  outbuildings.  For  several  years  after  his  mar- 
riage he  engaged  extensively  in  lumbering  on  the 
Delaware  river,  but  of  late  years  has  devoted  his 
time  and  attention  principally  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

Politically  Mr.  Stanton  first  supported  the 
Whig  party,  but  since  its  dissolution  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  on  that 
ticket  has  been  elected  to  the  offices  of  supervisor, 
school  director,  auditor  and  other  local  positions. 
During  President  Grant’s  administration  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Island  Pond,  and  acceptably 
filled  that  position  for  fourteen  years.  In  religious 
connection  he  and  his  family  hold  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Stanton  Hill,  and 
they  receive  and  merit  the  high  regard  of  the  entire 
community.  His  public  and  private  life  are  above 
reproach,  for  his  career  has  ever  been  one  charac- 
terized by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty. 

ELI J API  S.  HUFTELN.  Among  the  brave 
men  who,  at  their  country’s  call  for  aid  during  the 
dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  but  aside  all  personal 
interests  and  went  to  the  front,  never  more  to  re- 
turn, was  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
October  26,  1836,  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  a son 
of  Hiram  Plufteln,  also  a native  of  the  Empire 
State.  His  grandfather,  Isaac  Hufteln,  was  of  Hol- 
land descent,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Elijah  S.  Plufteln  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Maria  A.  Haynes,  who  was  born  June  24, 
1837,  a most  estimable  lady,  who  for  years  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Pennsylvania. 
Her  father,  Roger  Haynes,  married  Anna  Cramer, 
a good  wife  and  loving  mother,  and  they  had  eight 
children.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hufteln  were  born 
three  children,  namely:  Rhoda,  who  was  in  her 

fifteenth  year  at  the  time  of  her  death;  Etta  S.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  months,  and  Arminda  L., 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Leonard  Randall,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Ardie  C. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Hufteln 
“donned  the  blue,”  and,  bidding  good-bye  to  wife 
and  children,  proceeded  to  the  front.  He  was  a 
brave  and  fearless  soldier,  always  found  at  his  post 
of  duty  until  killed  in  a skirmish  at  Camp  Stoneman, 
near  Washington,  in  July,  1864,  his  remains  being 
interred  in  the  National  cemetery  at  that  place.  Sur- 
viving comrades  letain  for  him  a kindly  remem- 


brance, such  as  is  only  accorded  a brave  and  faith- 
ful soldier,  who  willingly  lays  down  his  life  for  his 
country.  Pie  was  a supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  was  a man  honored  and  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him.  Mrs.  Hufteln,  who  still  survives 
her  husband,  has  lived  a lonely  but  busy  life,  and  has 
prospered  financially,  always  “paddling  her  own 
canoe.”  She  is  a firm  believer  in  temperance  and 
prohibition,  and  has  many  warm  and  admiring 
friends  in  Wayne  county. 

AMERICUS  HUGH  DOWN,  one  of  the  most 
energetic,  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of 
Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  is  a native  of  this 
section  of  the  State,  having  been  born  in  Sterling 
township  (now  Dreher),  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  May 
22,  1847.  paternal  grandfather,  William 

Down,  a native  of  England, . there  married  Miss 
Mary  Russling,  and  afterward  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  locating  in  Easton,  Penn.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  bakery  business.  To  them  were 
born  six  children : Sydney,  a blacksmith,  who  lived 
in  Pike  county,  but  died  at  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; 
Sophia  (deceased),  who  married  Jacob  Golden; 
Phoebe,  who  died  young;  Maria  (deceased),  who 
married  Jacob  Reese,  and  lived  in  Easton;  Syl- 
vian (deceased),  who  was  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  sash,  door  and  blinds  at  Hackettstown,  N. 
J. ; and  Charles,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Charles  Down  was  born  in  Easton,  Penn.,  in 
1808,  and  died  May  27,  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years,  eleven  months  and  five  days.  In  his 
native  place  he  grew  to  manhood  and  learned  the 
tailor’s  trade,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years 
he  moved  to  Sterling  township  (now  Dreher), 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  bought  a small  tract  of 
land  and  erected  a house  thereon,  working  at  his 
trade  there  for  many  years.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Barbara  Pleck,  of  Easton, 
Penn.,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children:  Mary, 
deceased,  who  married  James  Felker,  and  lived  in 
Elmira,  N.  Y. ; and  Russling,  who  died  young.  In 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  he  married  Miss 
Esther  Newton,  a daughter  of  Herman  Newton. 
She  was  born  in  1818  and  died  in  July,  1892.  The 
following  children  blessed  the  second  union : Maria, 
wife  of  Simeon  Brink,  of  Hawley,  Penn. ; Clarissa 
Ann  (deceased),  who  married  Benjamin  Dun- 
ning, and  lived  in  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county; 
Eliza,  the  second  wife  of  Benjamin  Dunning,  now 
living  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county;  Sydney  S., 
who  died  young;  Americus  Hugh,  our  subject;  Seth 
N.,  who  married  Amanda  Beemer,  and  resides  at 
White  Mills,  Wayne  county ; G.  Eunice,  wife  of 
James  Owens,  of  Carrolton,  N.  Y. ; Ozro,  who  raar- 
’ ried  Blanche  Kimble,  and  lives  in  White  Mills, 
AVavne  county ; Homer  C.,  who  married  Susan 
McLane,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  at  Johnson, 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. ; and  Russling,  who  died  young. 

During  his  boyhood  Americus  Hugh  Down 
attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  township, 
but  as  soon  as  old  enough  to  provide  for  himself 
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he  found  employment  in  the  lumber  woods,  also 
worked  in  a factory  at  Hawley,  Penn.,  and  was  for 
three  months  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania 
& Erie  railroad.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  lo- 
cated in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  where  he 
worked  for  his  father-in-law  at  farming  and  in  the 
hotel  business,  and  since  the  latter’s  death,  which 
occurred  February  18,  1892,  has  had  entire  man- 
agement of  the  farm,  consisting  of  275  acres,  of 
which  seventy  are  under  excellent  cultivation  and 
well  improved.  Here  he  successfully  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying. 

At  Tafton,  Palmyra  township,  Mr.  Down  was 
married  by  Rev.  Van  Houten,  a Presbyterian  min- 
ister, to  Miss  Susan  B.  Dimon,  who  was  born 
March  28,  1849,  a daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Lucy 
Ann  (Bartleson)  Dimon,  the  former  a native  of 
New  Jersey,  the  latter  of  Paupack  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  Her  paternal  grandparents  were  Ste- 
phen and  Mary  (Fuller)  Dimon,  and  her  mater- 
nal grandparents  were  Peter  and  Hannah  (Har- 
ford) Bartleson.  Mrs.  Down  is  second  in  the  order 
of  birth  in  a family  of  three  children,  the  others 
being:  Alice,  wife  of  Harvey  Fitch,  of  Lloyd, 
Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y. ; and  Hannah,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
two  children:  (1)  Nina  Edith,  born  June  27,  1869, 

attended  the  Hawley  (Penn.)  high  school  and  also 
the  Pennington  Seminary,  and  has  been  a most 
popular  and  successful  teacher  for  several  years 
in  Pike  county.  (2)  Howard  C.,  born  May  20,  1872, 
was  graduated  in  1892  at  the  Baltimore  Medical 
College.  He  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession  at  Lake  Como,  Wayne  county,  for  four 
years,  and  also  at  Lake  Ariel,  and  in  Ohio,  and  is 
now  taking  an  advanced  lecture  course  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

Mr.  Down  has  always  been  a strong  Repub- 
lican in  political  sentiment,  and  has  been  honored 
with  a number  of  local  offices,  being  school  director 
eighteen  years,  a member  of  the  election  board  and 
a delegate  to  the  county  conventions  of  his  party. 
His  wife  is  at  present  postmistress  at  Tafton,  hav- 
ing acceptably  filled  that  office  for  the  past  eight 
years.  Both  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Hawley,  are  widely  and  favor- 
ably known,  and  have  many  friends  throughout  the 
community.  Socially  Mr.  "Down  has  affiliated  with 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  for  twenty-three  years. 

JARVIS  CHRISSIE  BULL.  Among  the 
most  beautiful  homesteads  of  this  picturesque  region 
is  the  farm  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well- 
known  resident  of  Milford  township,  Pike  county. 
The  estate  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware 
river,  giving  a delightful  prospect,  and  its  well-tilled 
acres  and  neat  and  attractive  appearance  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  industry  and  thrift  of  its  fortunate 
proprietor. 

Mr.  Bull  is  of  English  descent,  William  Bull, 
his  great-great-grandfather,having  crossed  the  ocean 
from  England  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Orange 


county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married  a Miss  Wells. 
Chrissie  Bull,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  married  Catherine 
Rosenkrantz.  Removing  with  his  family  to  West- 
fall  township,  Pike  county,  he  there  followed  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  in  connection  with  farming,  and 
he  and  his  wife  died  in  that  township,  in  1851,  and 
June,  1856,  respectively.  They  had  three  children: 
Hannah  R.  (Mrs.  Henry  S.  Mott)  ; Maria  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  1813,  who  married  Eli  Van  Inwegen ; 
and  Rosencranse  C.,  onr  subject’s  father,  born  June 
10,  1816. 

Rosencranse  C.  Bull,  who  is  now  a highly-es- 
teemed resident  of  Milford,  has  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life. 
He  was  born  in  Pike  county,  and  was  married  July 
2,  1842,  to  Miss  Jemima  Westfall,  a lady  of  Hugue- 
not descent,  who  was  born  in  Pike  county,  June 
21,  1817,  a daughter  of  Cornelius  Westfall,  and 
died  in  August,  1892.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest 
in  a family  of  six  children,  the  others  being:  Henry 
Mott,  who  married  Minda  Crissman ; Cornelius 
Westfall,  an  attorney  in  Milford,  who  married 
(first)  Julia  A.  Cross,  and  (second)  Anna  R. 
Nyce ; Maria,  who  married  John  Klaer ; and  Hul- 
dah  and  Sarah  Elizabeth,  unmarried,  who  reside 
with  their  father. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  15,  1861,  at 
the  homestead  which  he  now  occupies.  He  has 
always  made  his  home  there,  and  at  an  early  age 
became  interested  in  agricultural  work,  which  he 
has  followed  with  marked  success.  His  genial 
manners  and  sound  practical  judgment  have  won 
for  him  many  friends,  and  he  has  frequently  been 
chosen  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  offices  of  trust,  hav- 
ing served  as  township  treasurer  and  township 
clerk,  and  as  a member  of  the  election  board.  Polit- 
ically, he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  prominent  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Milford.  On  January  28,  1885,  he  was 
married  at  Egypt  Mills,  Pike  county,  to  Miss  Eva 
Nyce,  a native  of  that  village,  and  a member  of 
another  well-known  family  of  this  section.  Her 
father,  Jacob  Nyce,  who  was  a farmer  and  lumber- 
man by  occupation,  died  in  1880,  aged  sixty-seven 
years,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Delinda  Peters,  is  now  a resident  of  Stroudsburg. 
Of  the  children  born  to  Jacob  and  Delinda  Nyce, 
the  eldest,  Ellen,  widow  of  Dr.  P.  J.  Guillot,  re- 
sides at  Bushkill,  Pike  county;  Miss  Margaret  P. 
resides  in  Stroudsburg  with  her  mother ; Mary  J. 
is  the  wife  of  Judge  Jacob  Klaer,  of  Milford ; James 
Edwin  is  on  the  homestead ; and  Harry  P.  lives  at 
Stroudsburg. 

ROBERT  TENNANT,  an  honored  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  and  a well-known  resident  of  Pres- 
ton township,  Wayne  county,  whose  death  is  still 
fresh  in  the  memory  of  his  fellow  citizens,  was  born 
March  9,  1821,  in  Willet,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a 
representative  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  of 
that  county. 
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Mr.  Tennant’s  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed 
in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  after  the  out- 
break of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted,  November  7, 
1862,  in  Company  L,  13th  Penn.  Cavalry,  under 
Capt.  George  Spearman,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Col. 
Gallagher.  At  different  times  lie  was  under  com- 
mand of  several  generals,  and  he  participated  in 
many  hotly  contested  engagements.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  when  under  Gen.  Millroy  at  the  battle  of 
Winchester,  and  his  horse  was  shot  from  under  him 
while  trying  to  escape,  but  he  finally  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  10th  Ohio  Cavalry.  For  a time  he 
was  under  Gen.  Gregg,  and  later  was  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen.  Grant,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Richmond.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Stony 
Creek,  and  assisted  in  capturing  the  Confederate 
supply  trains  on  the  Weldon  railroad.  Fie  took  part 
in  two  attempts  to  capture  Fort  Foster,  was  with  his 
regiment  when  they  met  Gen.  Sherman’s  troops  at 
Neuse  river,  and  subsequently  was  under  command 
of  Gen.  Kilpatrick  until  the  surrender  of  Gen. 
Johnston.  With  his  regiment  he  took  part  in  the 
skirmish  on  the  road  from  Raleigh  to  Durham, 
and  was  engaged  in  many  scouting  expeditions 
at  Point  of  Rocks,  Md.,  and  Leesburg,  Va.,  where 
his  company  was  stationed.  While  riding  hard, 
on  one  of  these  trips,  his  horse  fell;  and  he  severely 
injured  his  hip,  side  and  foot.  He  was  first  taken 
to  the  hospital  at  Newbern,  N.  C.,  and  from  there 
was  sent  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  honorably 
discharged  June  19,  1865,  with  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant. 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  business 
career,  Mr.  Tennant  devoted  his  time  and  atten- 
tion to  lumbering,  working  in  the  woods  and  in  the 
manufacture  of  sawed  lumber.  In  early  manhood 
he  married  Miss  Charlotte  Callender,  and  the  chil- 
dren born  to  them  were:  Lucy  (deceased),  Henri- 
etta J.,  Josephine,  Adelbert,  Edwin,  Florence,  Rob- 
ert, Ida,  Earl,  Frank,  and  three  who  died  in  child- 
hood. The  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her  final 
rest  in  1888,  and  two  years  later  Mr.  Tennant  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Phoebe  Ann  Marvin,  widow  of  Jehial 
Marvin,  who  served  for  one  year  in  the  8th  New 
York  Cavalry  and  was  injured  in  the  back.  He 
died  in  1883,  in  Chenango,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Tennant 
had  three  sons : William,  who  was  also  a Union  sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Clark  county,  111. ; Ambrose,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  James,  who  died  in 
Binghamton,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  Mrs. 
Tennant  is  a native  of  Roxbury,  Delaware  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  is  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Betsy 
(Grove)  Andrews. 

The  Republican  party  always  found  in  Mr. 
Tennant  a stanch  supporter  of  its  men  and  meas- 
ures, and  for  several  years  he  most  efficiently 
served  as  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Preston  township. 
Fraternally  he  was  an  honored  member  of  Capt. 
Mum  ford  Post  No.  373,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Starrucca. 
He  was  always  found  true  to  every  trust  reposed 


in  him,  whether  public  or  private,  and  was  justly 
entitled  to  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held. 
He  passed  away  in  December,  1897. 

HON.  JAMES  E.  WOODMANSEE.  There 
are  no  rules  for  building  characters ; there  is  no  rule 
for  achieving  success.  The  man  who  can  rise  from 
the  ranks  to  a position  of  eminence  is  he  who  can 
see  and  utilize  the  opportunities  that  surround  his 
path.  The  essential  conditions  of  human  life  are 
ever  the  same,  the  surroundings  of  individuals  differ 
but  slightly ; and,  when  one  man  passes  another  on 
the  highway  to  reach  the  goal  of  prosperity  before 
others  who  perhaps  started  out  before  him,  it  is  be- 
cause he  has  the  power  to  use  advantages  which 
probably  encompass  the  whole  human  race.  To-day, 
among  the  most  prominent  business  men  of  Wayne 
county,  stands  Mr.  Woodmansee,  of  Lake  Como, 
whose  name  is  inseparably  connected  with  some  of 
the  most  important  industries  of  the  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  4,  1836,  in  Bucking- 
ham township,  Wayne  county,  and  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  a distinguished  and  honored  family, 
which  has  been  well  represented  in  the  wars  of  this 
country.  His  great-grandfather,  Gideon  Woodman- 
see, one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Wayne  county, 
having  located  here  in  1816,  aided  the  Colonies  in 
achieving  their  independence  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  for  his  services  later  received  a pension, 
while  his  son,  James  Woodmansee  (grandfather  of 
our  subject),  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812.  James 
M.  Woodmansee,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  in  1812,  and  was  only  four  years  old 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  was 
married  in  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Lydia 
Griffis,  who  was  born  near  Forest  Lake,  in  Jessup 
township,  that  county,  a daughter  of  John  Griffis, 
one  of  its  pioneers.  Her  mother  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Susanna  Leonard,  and  was  of  English  de- 
scent. To  James  M.  Woodmansee  and  wife  were 
born  the  following  children:  James  E.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Sylvester,  who  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Lake  Como ; Ella,  wife 
of  James  Kent,  of  Windsor,  Susquehanna  county; 
Chester  and  John,  who  died  in  childhood;  Nelson, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  leaving  a 
widow  and  one  son ; and  Amanda,  who  married 
Martin  Huffman,  and  died  leaving  four  children. 
The  father  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Both 
were  worthy  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
were  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew  them.  By 
occupation  he  was  a farmer  and  lumberman,  and  in 
politics  he  was  a Whig  until  1856,  when  he  joined 
the  Republican  -party,  voting  for  Fremont  in  that 
year.  He  served  in  a number  of  local  offices,  being 
justice  of  the  peace  for  several  years. 

Upon  the  old  home  farm  in  Buckingham  town- 
ship, Mr.  W oodmansee,  of  this  review,  grew  to  man- 
hood, acquiring  a thorough  knowledge  of  agricult- 
ural pursuits  and  lumbering,  but  his  school  training 
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was  quite  limited,  being  almost  entirely  a self-educat- 
ed man.  Throughout  life,  however,  he  has  been  a 
student,  and  is  especially  well  informed  on  the  lead- 
ing questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  During  his 
youth  he  engaged  in  lumbering  and  rafting  on  the 
Delaware  river,  but  in  1857  started  for  the  far 
west  via  St.  Louis,  thence  by  boat  to  Brownsville, 
Bleb.,  a distance  of  759  miles.  He  then  proceeded  on 
foot  across  the  Indian  reservation  to  Pawnee  county, 
that  State,  where  he  pre-empted  160  acres  of  land 
and  built  a log  cabin.  After  spending  seven  months 
upon  his  claim  in  order  to  secure  it,  he  returned  to 
his  old  home  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1862  he  received 
the  patent  to  his  land,  signed  by  President  Lincoln. 

In  September,  1861,  Mr.  Woodmansee  enlisted 
as  a private  in  Co.  F,  45th  P.  V.  I.,  but  was  after 
ward  promoted  to  second  lieutenant,  serving  as  such 
until  he  was  forced  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health, 
in  October,  1862.  Later  as  a private  he  joined  the 
50th  New  York  Engineer  Corps,  and  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Returning  to  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Woodmansee 
gave  his  time  and  attention  to  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  his  large  farm  until  elected  county 
treasurer  in  1870,  when  he  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  that  office.  In  1888  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  and  in  the  session  of  the  following 
year  was  one  of  its  most  influential  members,  serv- 
ing on  the  committees  on  agriculture,  appropriations, 
pensions,  ways  and  means,  and  as  chairman  of  the 
geological  survey.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term, 
he  was  re-elected,  and  in  1892  he  returned  to  private 
life,  and  has  since  devoted  his  energies  to  his  exten- 
sive business  interests.  Lumbering  has  been  his 
principal  occupation,  he  at  one  time  owning  an  in- 
terest in  three  mills. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Woodmansee  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  his  valuable 
farm  of  300  acres  in  Buckingham  township.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Wayne  Chemical 
Co.,  of  which  he  is  now  president,  their  first  plant 
being  erected  in  Buckingham  township,  on  Equinunk 
creek,  in  1887,  and  he  is  also  interested  in  the  chemi- 
cal works  at  Glen  Hazel,  Elk  County,  Penn.,  which 
were  established  in  1892.  With  his  son  Calvin  E. 
and  others  he  is  engaged  in  merchandising'  at  Star- 
light, Wayne  county,  and  with  his  son,  Frederick 
M.,  and  others  is  interested  in  the  same  business  at 
Equinunk,  while  at  the  former  place  the  firm  owns 
and  operates  a creamery,  and  also  ships  milk. 

On  January  2,  i860,  Mr.  Woodmansee  married 
Miss  Lavina  A.  Underwood,  who  was  born,  reared 
and  educated  In  Preston  township,  Wayne  county. 
She  is  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Flarriett  (Fay) 
Underwood,  and  a sister  of  Hon.  N.  F.  Underwood, 
of  Lake  Como.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodmansee  have 
four  children : Elma,  who  prior  to  her  marriage  was 
a successful  teacher,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Peter  E. 
Low,  editor  of  the  Boomerang,  of  Laramie  City, 
Wyoming;  Calvin  E.,  a general  merchant  of  Star- 
light; Frederick  M.,  a merchant  of  Equinunk;  and 
Floward  F..  who  is  attending  the  Wyoming  Semi- 
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nary.  One  daughter,  Jennie,  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.  All  of  the  children  have  been  provided  with 
good  educations,  Elma  having  graduated  from  the 
high  schools  of  Pleasant  Mount. 

Politically,  Mr.  Woodmansee  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  affiliates,  socially,  with 
Scudder  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Equinunk ; the  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  No.  965,  of  Lake  Como,  of  which  he 
is  past  noble  grand ; and  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter, 
Council  and  Commandery,  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  has  made  an  untarnished 
record  and  unspotted  reputation  as  a business  man. 
In  all  places  and  under  all  circumstances  he  is  loyal 
to  truth,  honor  and  right,  justly  valuing  his  own 
self-respect  as  infinitely  more  preferable  than  wealth, 
fame  and  position.  Flis  estimable  wife  is  a promi- 
nent and  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  of  the  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance 
Union. 

JAMES  COLE  ROSE  is  a well-known  gen- 
eral farmer  and  proprietor  of  the  popular  summer 
resort  known  as  “Pocono  Farm,”  it  being  a part  of 
the  original  Rose  homestead  in  Westfall  township, 
Pike  county,  and  most  beautifully  located  between 
the  mountains  and  the  Delaware  river.  It  com- 
prises 200  acres  of  valuable  land,  well-improved 
with  good  buildings,  including  an  attractive  hotel, 
one  mile  from  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. , which  will  ac- 
commodate fifty  guests.  Mr.  Rose  is  most  ably 
managing  the  same,  and  does  all  in  his  power  for 
the  convenience  and  comfort  of  his  guests. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  27,  1840,  upon 
a part  of  his  present  farm,  a son  of  Elijah  and  Maria 
(Cole)  Rose.  The  father  was  a native  of  New 
York,  born  at  Masthope  in  1813,  and  became  a large 
landowner  and  wealthy  and  prominent  citizen  of 
Pike  county,  where  he  was  widely  and  favorably 
known.  He  was  a man  of  refined  tastes.  He  died 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Westfall  township,  in  April, 
1871  ; his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N. 
J.,  in  1812,  departed  this  life  in  February,  1870, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Laurel  Grove 
cemetery,  Carpenter’s  Point,  N.  Y.  In  their  family 
were  the  following  children : Sarah,  who  died 

young;  James  C.,  our  subject;  Margaret  J.,  widow 
of  Oliver  Carpenter,  residing  in  Port  Jervis ; Cla- 
rissa, who  died  in  childhood;  Frederick,  a farmer  of 
Matamoras,  Penn.,  who  married  Fanny  Cornwall; 
and  Mary,  wife  of  Linn  Ettsal,  a coal  merchant  of 
Port  Jervis. 

Our  subject's  paternal  great-grandfather  was 
Thomas  Rose,  a native  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  who 
in  early  life  removed  to  Shavtown,  N.  J.,  later  to 
Masthope,  N.  Y.,  finally  to  Mongaup,  N.  Y., 
where  his  death  occurred.  He  was  laid  to  rest 
in  a private  burying  ground,  and  his  grave  is 
marked  by  a headstone  erected  by  his  son,  Fred- 
erick A.  Rose,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  who 
would  not  permit  the  little  cemetery  to  be  dis- 
turbed during  the  construction  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  canal  which  now  curves  around  it.  The 
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grandparents,  1* rcdcrick  A.  and  Margaret  (Rider) 
Rose,  were  natives  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  and 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  and  at  an  early 
day  removed  from  Mongaup,  N.  Y.,  to  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  on  a raft.  Here  he  purchased  a farm  from 
Cortland  Rosencrans,  and  at  his  death  was  a large 
landowner.  Roth  he  and  his  wife  were  buried  in  a 
lot  upon  his  father’s  farm  which  lie  had  set  aside 
for  that  purpose,  having  built  a stone  wall  around 
it  a number  of  years  prior  to  his  death.  Ilis  chil- 
dren were  Elijah,  father  of  our  subject;  Catherine, 
wife  of  Isaac  Cuddeback;  Benjamin,  who  married 
(first)  Mary  Holbert,  and  (second)  Clarissa  Hol- 
bert ; and  Mary,  wife  of  Ezekiel  Gumaer.  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  James  R. 
and  Jennie  (Cuddeback)  Cole,  residents  of  Sussex 
county,  New  Jersey. 

Janies  C.  Rose  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  walking  from  two  to  four  miles 
(and  crossing  the  Delaware)  to  the  school  houses. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage 
October  17,  1866,  at  Elk  Lake,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Martin.  To  them  have 
been  born  five  children,  namely : Maud,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seven  years,  and  Elijah,  who  died  when 
five  years  old,  both  dying  of  diphtheria,  within  three 
weeks  of  each  other ; and  Clarence,  Marguerite  and 
May,  all  at  home,  attending  school  at  Port  Jervis. 
Mrs.  Rose  is  a native  of  Flatbrookshire,  Sussex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  a daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Stoll) 
Martin,  natives  of  Warren  and  Sussex  counties,  N. 
J.,  respectively.  The  mother  died  at  Stroudsburg, 
Penn.,  December  19,  1896,  aged  sixty-six  years,  and 
is  interred  in  Laurel  Grove  cemetery,  N.  Y. ; the 
father  is  now  living  at  Cahoonzie,  N.  Y.  In  early 
life  he  enaged  in  merchandising,  but  he  now  gives 
his  attention  to  farming.  Mrs.  Rose  is  the  eldest 
of  his  children,  the  others  being  Robert,  a farmer 
of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn. ; James,  a farmer  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; Hannah,  deceased  wife  of  Will- 
iam Clark,  a farmer  of  Westfall  township,  Pike 
county;  and  Joseph,  also  a farmer  of  Westfall  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Rose’s  paternal  grandfather,  Andrew 
Martin,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage,  and  be- 
longed to  a prominent  and  wealthy  family  in  Ire- 
land, leaving  home  on  account  of  some  religious 
trouble.  He  was  married  in  Warren  county,  N. 
J.,  to  Hester  Carlington,  a lady  of  German  birth, 
and  there  they  ever  afterward  made  their  home. 
The  maternal  grandparents,  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
(Struble)  Stoll,  were  born  in  Newton,  N.  J.,  the 
former  dying  at  Sanderson,  N.  J.,  where  he  had 
lived  for  some  time  as  a retired  merchant  and  pros- 
perous citizen. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rose  removed  to  a 
house  on  a part  of  his  present  farm,  and  remained 
there  until  the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old 
homestead.  Here  he  has  250  acres  of  valuable  land, 
which  he  successfully  operates  in  connection  with 
his  hotel  business,  and  it  is  one  of  the  best  and  most 
beautiful  farms  in  Pike  county  along  the  Delaware. 


Although  he  has  never  aspired  to  office,  Mr.  Rose 
has  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  poormaster  and 
auditor  of  his  township.  Politically  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  religious 
connection  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Church.  She  is  a woman  of  sound  judg- 
ment and  great  general  information,  of  vigorous 
thought  and  high  moral  principle;  gentle,  refined, 
unobtrusive  in  manner,  she  is  withal  a woman  of 
great  independence,  and  self  reliance  of  character. 

JOHN  R.  Me  ANDREW,  the  present  weigh- 
master  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  at  Hawley, 
Wayne  county,  was  born  May  2,  1828,  on  the  bor- 
der between  County  Sligo  and  County  Mayo,  Ire- 
land, a son  of  James  and  Bridget  (Healey)  Mc- 
Andrew,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  coun- 
try. For  half  a century  the  father  was  connected 
with  the  firm  of  Meshers,  Gallacher  & Co.,  grist- 
mill operators,  serving  as  superintendent  most  of  the 
time.  He  died  in  1867,  aged  seventy  years,  and 
his  wife  two  years  later  at  the  same  age.  Three 
sons  constituted  their  family,  namely : Patrick,  a 
stone  mason,  who  died  in  Paris,  Ivy. ; John  R.,  of 
this  sketch;  and  James,  a carpenter,  who  died  in 
Dunmore,  Penn.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  Richard  and  Nancy  (Holland)  Mc- 
Andrew,  also  lived  in  Ireland,  the  former  having 
charge  of  the  estate  of  a Mr.  Jones,  but  in  1798 
he  was  transported  to  Botany  Bay  for  no  other 
crime  than  saving  the  life  of  a friend  at  the  risk  of 
his  own.  He  died  at  the  above  named  place  in  1805. 
John  Healey,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was  a far- 
mer in  Ireland. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  married  in  Ireland,  in  1847, 
to  Miss  Maria  Holland,  who  died  a year  later,  leav- 
ing no  children.  He  was  later  married  in  that  coun- 
try, in  February,  1851,  to  Miss  Eliza  Kane,  who 
was  born  in  County  Mayo,  in  1832,  a daughter  of 
Tames  Kane,  a boot  and  shoe  merchant  who  died 
in  Ireland,  in  1872,  in  middle  life.  In  the  Kane 
family  were  four  children : Maria,  who  died  un- 
married in  New  York;  Eliza,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Jane,  who  also  died  unmarried  in  New  York;  and 
John,  a veteran  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  who  died  in  the 
same  place. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McAndrew  have  a family  of 
children,  of  which  they  may  be  justly  proud.  Rev. 
Richard  A.,  the  eldest,  now  has  charge  of  a parish 
in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  Jane  married  Michael  J. 
Healey,  a wholesale  merchant  of  Scranton,  Penn., 
and  is  now  deceased.  Mary  is  living  with  her 
brother-in-law  in  Dunmore.  Harriet  is  an  Ursuline 
nun  in  Youngstown,  Ohio.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Hawley,  a railroad  engineer  living  in  Dun- 
more. James  W.,  a graduate  of  the  military  school 
at  West  Point,  is  a captain  in  the  3rd  U.  S.  I.,  and 
is  now  serving  in  the  Philippines.  He  married 
Nellie  Roach,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  Dr.  Patrick  H. 
is  a physician,  also  in  the  army,  and  is  at  present 
in  the  Philippines.  Iveatie  is  the  wife  of  JohnCreigh- 
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ton,  freight  agent  for  the  Erie  Railroad  Company 
at  Greenwood  Lake,  New  Jersey. 

In  1851,  Mr.  McAndrew  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  first  located  in  New  York  City, 
where  for  nine  months  he  was  employed  as  col- 
lector for  a sack  factory.  He  then  came  to 
Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home,  and  for  many  years  he  has  served 
as  weighmaster  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  He 
has  just  completed  an  elegant  new  home  in  that  vil- 
lage, where  he  expects  to  spend  his  remaining  days. 
He  has  provided  his  children  with  excellent  school 
privileges,  and  all  are  filling  honorable  and  respon- 
sible positions  in  life.  In  the  Catholic  Church  he 
holds  membership,  as  do  the  other  members  of  his 
family.  At  State  and  National  elections  he  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  at  local  elections, 
where  no  issue  is  involved,  he  supports  the  man 
whom  he  believes  is  best  qualified  to  fill  the  office. 
He  himself  has  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily 
served  as  school  director  for  eleven  years  and  coun- 
cilman for  three  years. 

JOHN  DETRICK,  a prominent  resident  of 
Milford,  is  the  owner  of  valuable  real  estate  in  that 
village,  and  also  has  a fine  farm  on  the  bottom 
lands  of  the  Delaware  river  in  Dingman  township, 
Pike  county.  As  a citizen  he  is  much  respected, 
and  his  intelligence  and  genial  manners  have  made 
him  many  friends  in  the  course  of  his  long  and  active 
life. 

Mr.  Detrick  comes  of  good  old  Holland- 
Dutch  stock,  and  his  ancestors  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania at  an  early  period.  His  grandparents,  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Kurtz)  Detrick,  were  born  in 
Northampton  county,  and  after  their  marriage  re- 
moved (in  1821)  to  Monroe  county,  where  the 
grandfather  was  accidentally  killed  in  1827.  While 
at  work  he  fell  from  his  wagon,  and  a four-horse 
team  following  passed  over  him  inflicting  fatal  in- 
juries. He  was  buried  at  Centerville,  Penn.,  and 
his  wife,  who  died  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine,  while  visiting  her  son  William  in  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  was  interred  beside  her  husband. 
This  worthy  couple  had  the  following  children : 
William,  Samuel,  Andrew,  Reuben,  Barbara  (who 
married  Charles  Lander),  Lena  (who  married 
(first)  Joseph  Fenner,  and  (second)  Washington 
Overfield),  and  Lavina  (who  married  James 
Young) . 

Samuel  Detrick,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
December  22,  1813,  near  Centerville,  Penn.,  and  in 
early  manhood  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering. 
I11  i86x  he  removed  to  Pike  county,  settling  upon 
the  old  homestead  of  which  our  subject’s  farm  is  a 
portion.  After  two  years  he  purchased  a farm  at 
the  Delaware  Bridge,  near  Milford,  and  two  years 
later  he  removed  to  Milford,  where  he  bought  lots 
and  for  some  years  was  engaged  in  building  houses 
for  sale.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  180 
acres  of  land  in  Pike  county,  and  the  old  homestead 
was  divided  between  his  sons,  John  and  Moses.  He 


was  a man  of  high  character,  and  wielded  an  influ- 
ence for  good,  being  especially  active  in  temper- 
ance work  and  in  religious  and  educational  affairs. 
For  many  years  he  served  as  president  of  the  local 
school  board,  and  he  was  a leading  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Milford,  and  of  the  Bible 
Society.  While  he  did  not  aspire  to  prominence 
in  political  life  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and 
was  always  ready  to  discharge  his  full  duty  as  a 
citizen,  serving  at  times  in  minor  township  offices. 
He  died  May  14,  1876,  and  was  buried  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Milford.  Lie  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Catherine  Albert,  had  four  children : 
John,  our  subject;  Barbara  A.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Calvin,  a real  estate  dealer  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who 
married  (first)  A.  Stark,  and  (second)  Jennie  Mur- 
ray ; and  Moses,  a farmer,  now  residing  in  Milford, 
who  married  Adelle  Burleigh. 

Mrs.  Catherine  (Albert)  Detrick,  our  subject’s 
mother,  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  January  25, 
1812,  and  died  at  Milford,  October  3,  1888.  Her 
parents,  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Transue)  Albert, 
resided  upon  a farm  in  Monroe  county,  where  her 
mother  died  in  1853  aged  sixty-five  years,  and  her 
father  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  They 
had  nine  children : Philip,  Henry,  John,  Peter,  Will- 
ian,  Catherine,  Sarah  (Mrs.  Samuel  Walter),  Eliz- 
abeth (Mrs.  J.  G.  Jerollman),  and  Mary  (Mrs. 
Caleb  DeWitt). 

Our  subject  was  born  October  9,  1834,  in  Mid- 
dle Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and  at  an 
early  age  became  interested  in  the  management 
of  the  homestead.  When  he  was  twenty-eight 
years  old  his  parents  removed  to  Milford,  and  he 
took  entire  charge  of  the  farm.  After  nine  years 
he  purchased  the  old  farm  near  Delaware  Bridge 
from  his  brother  Moses,  and  there  he  resided  for 
twenty-five  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed 
to  Milford.  For  one  year  he  rented  a home  in  the 
village,  and  then  purchased  his  present  residence. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  in  religious  faith 
he  is  a Methodist,  'being  a prominent  member  of 
the  Church  at  Milford  in  which  he  is  serving  as 
steward  and  trustee.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was 
drafted  into  the  service,  but  paid  $300  for  a sub- 
stitute. On  June  27,  1861,  he  was  married  at  Mil- 
ford to  Miss  Emma  Angle,  by  whom  he  has  had 
two  children : ( 1 ) Samuel,  who  operates  the  old 
homestead,  married  Laura  Kaul,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Wallace  G.  and  Ethel.  (2)  Frank  F.  died, 
aged  sixteen  years  and  six  months. 

Mrs.  Emma  (Angle)  Detrick  was  born  March 
24,  1834,  near  Delaware  Station,  Warren  Co.,  N. 
T.,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  families  of  that  lo- 
calitv.  Her  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
Angle,  passed  their  lives  there,  the  grandfather 
being  engaged  in  agriculture.  Samuel  Angle,  Mrs. 
Detrick’s  father,  was  born  and  reared  in  New  Jer- 
sev,  whence  he  removed  to  this  section  in  1845,  lo- 
cating upon  a farm  in  Monroe  countv,  where  he 
died  in  1883,  aged  eighty-two  years  and  six  months. 
He  married  (first)  Miss  Mary  Cool,  daughter  of 
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William  Cool,  a well-known  resident  of  Warren 
county,  N.  J.  She  died  in  1836  at  the  age  of  thirty, 
and  he  afterward  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Angle, 
who  was  not  related  to  him.  By  the  iirst  marriage 
he  had  children  as  follows:  Peter,  who  died  in 

childhood;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  William  Finger, 
of  Milford;  Jerusha,  who  married  Eastburne 
Workheiser,  a miller  at  Potterville,  Penn. ; Jabez 
G.,  a farmer  in  Monroe  county,  who  married  (first) 

M.  A.  Posten,  and  (second)  S.  J.  Van  fleet;  Sarah 
C.,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Anderson,  a farmer  of  near 
Herrickville,  Penn.,  and  Emma,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. By  the  second  marriage  there  were  two  sons, 
Samuel  and  William,  both  deceased. 

LEWIS  PHILANDER  COOKE,  D.  D.  S.,  a 
leading  and  popular  dentist  of  Hawley,  Wayne 
county,  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  in  Salem, 
September  16,  1854.  Thomas  Cooke,  his  grand- 
father, was  born  in  1797,  in  Leicestershire,  Eng- 
land, and  there  married  Rebecca  Barsby.  1 heir  chil- 
dren were:  William  (deceased)  married  Lorilla 
Lewis,  of  Unadilla,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Mary  mar- 
ried Griswold  Johnson,  of  Franklin,  Delaware  Co., 

N.  Y.,  and  is  now  a widow;  Thomas  (2)  is  re- 
ferred to  farther  on ; and  Robert  and  Rebecca,  who 
died  in  infancy,  are  buried  in  England.  The  family 
came  to  America  in  1830,  and  settled  in  Franklin, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y. ; the  father  died  in  1849,  the 
mother  in  1866,  when  she  was  aged  eighty  years. 

Thomas  Cooke  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  June  5,  1820,  in  Leicestershire,  England, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents.  He  was 
reared  in  Franklin,  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  1845,  went  to  Salem,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  was  employed  in  working  on  a farm  until  in 
1852,  when  he  bought  the  tract  of  ninety  acres  in 
that  township  ; one  year  later  he  sold  this  and  bought 
another  farm  in  the  same  township.  This  he  farmed 
until  in  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  Com- 
pany B,  2nd  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  under 
Capt.  R.  C.  Horner,  and  served  his  adopted  coun- 
try faithfully  until  in  January,  1866,  when  he  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Philadelphia,  having  been 
mustered  out  at  City  Point,  Va.  Soon  after  re- 
turning from  the  army  lie  sold  his  farm  and  pur- 
chased a large  tract  of  improved  land  of  Luther 
Weston  in  the  same  township,  which  he  farmed 
very  successfully  until  the  winter  of  1896,  at  which 
time,  being  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
he  sold  this  farm  and  purchased  a house  and  lot 
in  the  village  of  Hamlinton,  where  he  now  resides. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
since  i860.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  but  has 
cared  nothing  for  official  preferment.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  inspector  at  elections.  On  April  9, 
1851,  Thomas  Cooke  (2)  was  married  to  Miss 
Julia  A.  Collins,  and  the  marriage  was  blessed  with 
children  as  follows : Sydney  W.,  born  November 
21,  1852.  and  married  to  Helen  Raymond,  is  a mer- 
chant residing  at  Jermyn ; Lewis  P.,  our  subject, 
is  referred  to  farther  on  ; Herbert  E.,  born  April  13, 


1861,  died  October  9,  1862;  Ella  L.,  born  August 
18,  1867,  married  William  H.  Noble,  a merchant  of 
Sterling  township;  and  Stella  G.,  born  December 
20,  1876,  is  still  at  home. 

Julia  A.  Cooke  was  born  August  4,  1831,  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  daughter  of  Abner  D.  and 
Hannah  (Jones)  Collins,  natives  of  Connecticut. 
The  father  was  born  May  22,  1795,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 22,  1875,  and  the  mother,  born  January  18, 
1798,  died  on  January  18,  1849,  both  being  bur- 
ied in  Salem  cemetery.  Their  children  were : 
Philander,  born  July  25,  1824,  married  Susan 
London,  is  a farmer  of  Lake  township ; Lysan- 
der,  born  October  26,  1827,  married  Eliza  Brown, 
and  died  in  California ; Elizabeth,  born  Septem- 
ber 24,  1829,  married  Alva  A.  Harding,  a farm- 
er of  Wayne  county;  Julia  A.  (Mrs.  Cooke); 
Hannah  M.,  born  January  12,  1834,  married  J.  W. 
Slocum,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  now  retired;  Calista, 
born  January  24,  1837,  married  (first)  Capt.  War- 
ren G.  Moore,  and  (second)  Edward  Moore  (cous- 
ins). 

Like  most  farmers’  sons,  Dr.  Cooke  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  on  the  farm.  During  the  win- 
ter seasons  he  obtained  his  education  under  the 
guidance  of  Prof.  M.  H.  Race  in  the  high  school 
at  Hollisterville,  a distance  of  two  miles  from  his 
home.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Hamlin- 
ton, Wayne  county,  where  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  tinner’s  trade  with  John  Nash,  remaining 
with  him  three  years.  During  the  following  three 
years  he  worked  as  a journeyman  in  Franklin,  Dela- 
ware Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  while  there  studied  dentistry 
for  one  year  with  Dr.  H.  R.  Scott.  He  then  attend- 
ed the  New  York  College  of  Dentistry  for  one 
term,  and  on  his  return  to  Hamlinton  opened  an 
office  where  he  practiced  his  profession  for  a year 
and  a half.  He  then  entered  the  Pennsylvania 
College  of  Dentistry  at  Philadelphia,  and  after  his 
graduation  located  in  Salem,  where  he  engaged  in 
practice  until  1891,  when  he  removed  to  Hawley, 
Six  years  previously  he  had  opened  an  office  here, 
where  he  spent  three  days  out  of  each  week,  but  now 
gives  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  extensive 
practice  in  this  place. 

On  January  1,  1890,  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y., 
Dr.  Cooke  was  married  to  Miss  Helen  M.  Harden- 
bergh,  daughter  of  Frank  H.  and  Amelia  (Kellam) 
Hardenbergh,  Rev.  R.  H.  Craig,  a Presbyterian 
minister,  performing  the  marriage  ceremony.  Mrs. 
Hardenbergh  is  a descendant  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Paupack,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.  Mr.  Harbenbergh  was 
a conductor  on  the  Erie  R.  R.  from  1866  until  1890, 
at  which  time  he  was  promoted  to  train  master  of 
the  Delaware  Division  of  the  Erie  R.  R.,  a position 
he  retained  until  his  death  June  26,  1895.  Mrs. 
Cooke  was  born  September  26,  1865,  and  is  a grad- 
uate of  the  Port  Jervis  Academv.  In  her  religious 
belief  she  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Four  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Cooke,  two  of  whom,  Gerald  and  Harold, 
died  in  infancy ; those  living  are : H.  Florence  and 
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A.  Earle.  Socially  the  Doctor  is  a Free  Mason, 
politically  a Republican,  and  religiously  a Presby- 
terian. For  six  years  he  served  as  school  director 
in  Salem,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  and  prom- 
inent part  in  promoting  those  interests  which  he 
believes  calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  intellectual 
and  material  welfare  of  his  town  and  county.  He 
is  a stockholder  and  director  in  the  Hawley  Water 
Co.  As  a dentist  he  is  numbered  among  the  best 
in  Wayne  county,  and  as  a citizen  he  is  progressive, 
public-spirited  and  reliable. 

JOHN  O.  ADAMS,  who  as  a boy  faithfully 
served  his  country  in  the  Civil  war,  making  for  him- 
self a war  record  both  honorable  and  glorious,  is 
now  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Bucking- 
ham township,  Wayne  county,  and  is  serving  his 
fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of  supervisor.  He 
was  born  at  Fong  Eddy,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June 
2,  1848,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Deliverance 
Adams,  a Revolutionary  hero,  and  a relative  of 
President  Adams,  of  Massachusetts. 

Jonathan  Adams  (father  of  our  subject)  was 
also  a native  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a 
son  of  James  Adams  and  a grandson  of  Deliverance 
Adams.  He  married  Miss  Lydia  Cole,  a daughter 
of  Abram  Cole,  whose  father,  Hans  Cole,  was  a 
native  of  Germany.  Mrs.  Adams  died  in  i860, 
when  our  subject  was  only  twelve  years  old,  but 
the  father  survived  her  several  years,  dying  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  sixty-eight.  He,  too,  was  a Union 
soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  serving  from 
1862  until  hostilities  ceased,  and,  being  wounded, 
he  received  a pension  from  the  government.  By 
occupation  he  was  a farmer  and  lumberman,  and 
was  an  old  river  pilot  or  steersman  on  the  Dela- 
ware. In  politics  he  was  a Republican,  and  in  re- 
ligious belief  a Universalist.  His  last  days  were 
spent  in  Manchester  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  was  numbered  among  the  honored  and  highly- 
esteemed  citizens.  In  his  family  were  six  children, 
namely:  Julia,  a successful  teacher,  who  died  in 

1868:  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Charles  Glidden,  of  Boston, 
Mass.;  John  O.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Thomas 
Jefferson,  who  died  in  1869;  and  Madora  L.,  de- 
ceased wife  of  H.  Berry,  of  Carbondale,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Reared  on  a farm,  John  0.  Adams  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
Like  many  brave  boys  during  their  country’s  hour 
of  peril,  he  manifested  his  patriotism  by  enlisting, 
November  3,  1863,  in  Company  A,  25th  New  York 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Woodruff  and  Col. 
Lebanon.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  General 
Sheridan’s  command,  and  with  it  Mr.  Adams  par- 
ticipated in  several  engagements.  At  Bunker  Hill 
he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  for  six  long  months  was 
confined  in  different  prisons  of  the  South,  being  in 
the  Bull  Pen  at  Winchester  during  the  battle  at  that 
place,  and  later  at  Lynchburg,  Va.,  and  Salisbury, 
N.  C.,  whence  he  was  taken  back  to  Richmond,  and 
from  there  to  Castle  Thunder.  At  Annapolis,  Md., 


he  was  finally  paroled,  and  from  there  was  sent  to 
New  York.  Being  granted  a thirty-days’  furlough, 
he  returned  home,  where  for  some  time  he  was  very 
ill  with  typhoid  fever,  which  he  had  contracted  in 
the  South.  The  doctor,  believing  his  disease  to  be 
smallpox,  vaccinated  two  hundred  persons  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  home.  At  the  end  of  fifty  days  he 
was  able  to  return  to  the  front,  and  remained  in  the 
service  until  honorably  discharged,  July  5,  1865, 
the  war  being  over.  For  three  years  after  his  return 
to  his  home  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  he  was  un- 
able to  engage  in  any  hard  labor,  but  since  that  time 
has  been  employed  on  the  river,  in  the  lumber  camps 
and  at  general  farming.  For  a quarter  of  a century 
he  has  lived  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  now  owns 
and  operates  a well-improved  farm  of  sixty-seven 
acres  in  Buckingham  township. 

In  1880,  Mr.  Adams  married  Miss  Matilda  M. 
Cole,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Wayne 
county,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Moses  and  Jane 
(Anderson)  Cole,  of  Buckingham  township.  To 
them  have  been  born  five  children:  Willard  Em- 

mett, John  L.,  Dora  T.,  Cora  M.  and  Hazel  G.  Mr. 
Adams  is  a prominent  member  of  John  Plasket 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Republican  party  in  his 
community.  He  is  now  acceptably  serving  as  su- 
pervisor of  his  township,  and  supports  all  measures 
which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance  the  public 
welfare.  His  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  takes  an  active  part  in  its  work,  and 
has  served  as  teacher  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath-school  at  Sunshine,  Pennsylvania. 

TOSEPH  SOLLIDAY,  a representative  and 
popular  business  man  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county, 
was  born  in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  September  5, 
1824,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Fretz)  Solliday, 
also  natives  of  Bucks  county.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents, Daniel  and  Mary  (Wyker)  Solliday,  were 
born  in  America  of  German  ancestry,  and  died  in 
Bucks  county,  Penn.,  where  the  former  engaged  in 
farming  for  many  years.  Anthony  Fretz,  the  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  was  also  a resident  of  that  coun- 
ty, and  throughout  his  business  career  engaged  in 
farming,  operating  a gristmill  and  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  linseed  oil. 

For  some  years  the  father  of  our  subject  con- 
ducted the  “Black  Eddy  Hotel”  on  the  Delaware 
river,  and  in  Bucks  county  he  died  in  1830,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-seven  years.  Subsequently  his  widow 
went  to  Lambertville,  N.  J.,  where  she  passed  away 
in  1885,  aged  seventy-six  years,  but  her  remains  were 
taken  to  Bucks  county  and  interred  by  the  side  of 
her  husband.  A few  years  previous  to  her  death 
she  married  John  Bissey,  who  was  a farmer  in  early 
life,  and  later  lived  retired.  He  was  also  buried  in 
Bucks  county.  There  were  six  children  born  to 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Fretz)  Solliday,  namely:  Ely 
(deceased)  ; Rachel,  widow  of  Robert  F.  Beard, 
of  Lambertville,  N.  J. ; Joseph,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Clarissa,  who  died  unmarried  in  1897;  Wil- 
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son,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Sarah,  the  wife  of 
Dr.  John  Longshore,  of  Camden,  New  Jersey. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  Joseph  Solliday 
removed  to  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
was  employed  as  clerk  by  Charles  W eiss  at  the 
“Wayne  County  House/’  for  two  years.  He  then 
clerked  in  the  mercantile  store  of  William  C.  Conk- 
lin at  Hawley  (then  l’aupack  Eddy)  for  two  years, 
and  in  1847,  in  partnership  with  Charles  V.  I aft, 
he  embarked  in  merchandising  on  his  own  account 
in  Hawley  (then  Pan  pack  Eddy).  At  the  end  of 
about  two  years  he  purchased  Mr.  Taft’s  interest, 
but  after  being  alone  for  a few  years  he  admitted 
another  partner,  whose  interest  he  later  purchased. 
Subsequently  he  had  another  partner,  to  which  he 
later  sold  the  store,  and  retired  from  business  on 
account  of  ill  health.  In  1881,  however,  he  opened 
another  store  in  Hawley,  but  at  the  end  of  a year 
sold  to  the  glass  factory,  continuing  to  work  in  the 
store,  however,,  for  about  four  years,  when  the 
business  was  sold  to  J.  Milham  & Co.  He  lived 
retired  for  two  years,  but  since  then  he  has  returned 
to  the  store,  where  he  is  now  employed. 

On  February  17,  1846,  in  Hawley,  Mr.  Solli- 
day was  married  to  Miss  Anna  C.  Atkinson,  a Bap- 
tist minister  officiating.  She  was  born  in  Hawley, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Kimble)  Atkinson. 
The  mother  died  during  the  infancy  of  Mrs.  Solli- 
day, and  the  father  passed  away  in  May,  1853,  aged 
sixty-six  years.  Both  were  interred  in  Kimbles 
burying  ground  in  Pike  county.  Of  their  children, 
Eunice  died  in  infancy ; Lucy  is  the  widow  of 
Charles  Weiss,  of  Oil  City,  Penn.;  John,  Ephraim 
and  George  are  all  deceased ; and  Anna  C.  com- 
pletes the  family.  By  a second  marriage  the  father 
had  the  following  children : Mrs.  Amelia.  Bell,  de- 
ceased ; Margaret,  widow  of  Ira  Daniels,  of  Haw- 
ley; Eunice,  widow  of  Charles  V.  Taft,  of  Haw- 
ley ; Mrs.  Marilla  Chambers,  deceased ; William  and 
Mary  (twins),  deceased;  Malisa,  wife  of  Rev.  J. 
Woodruf,  deceased ; Joseph,  superintendent  of  the 
glass  factory  at  Hawley,  and  ex-sheriff  of  Wayne 
county;  and.  Lott,  a merchant  of  Hawley.  Mrs. 
Solliday’s  maternal  grandfather,  Ephraim  Kimble, 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wayne  county. 

With  the  exception  of  the  office  of  auditor, 
which  he  filled  for  two  terms,  Mr.  Sollidav  has 
always  refused  to  accept  any  public  positions,  but 
is  an  earnest  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a prominent  and  active 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  the 
past  twenty-five  years  has  served  as  elder.  He  is 
also  one  of  the  Church  trustees.  His  life  is  exem- 
plary in  all  respects,  and  he  has  ever  supported  those 
interests  which  are  calculated  to  uplift  and  benefit 
humanity,  while  his  own  high  moral  worth  is  de- 
serving of  the  highest  commendation. 

NATHAN  CARPENTER,  a leading  agricult- 
urist and  popular  citizen  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Wayne  county,  was  born  February  28,  1843,  m 
Preston  township,  that  county,  a* son  of  Nathan 


T.  and  Mary  (Luther)  Carpenter,  the  former  a 
native  of  Attleboro,  Mass.  Their  children  were 
Luther,  Mary,  Don,  Elannah  and  Nathan.  Our 
subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  day  before  he  attained  his  majority  (Feb- 
ruary 27,  1864)  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army, 
and  after  faithfully  serving  for  sixteen  months  he 
was  honorably  discharged  at  Fort  Burr,  Va.,  June 
30,  1865,  as  hostilities  had  ceased.  Among  the  en- 
gagements in  which  he  participated  was  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness.  On  his  return  home  he  entered 
the  employ  of  A.  G.  Lyman  & Co.,  in  Potter  county, 
Penn.,  as  foreman,  a position  he  most  creditably 
filled. 

On  February  21,  1878,  Mr.  Carpenter  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  E.  Chittenden, 
a woman  of  intelligence  and  refinement,  who  prior 
to  her  marriage  was  a popular  and  successful  school 
teacher.  Her  father,  Aaron  Chittenden,  was  born 
in  Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne  county, in  February,  1815, 
and  was  a son  of  Anson  Chittenden,  a native  of 
Connecticut.  The  former  was  married  April  30, 
1843,  to  Miss  Eliza  Abbott,  a daughter  of  Samuel 
Abbott,  whose  family  came  to  America  in  1829,  and 
after  living  for  some  time  in  New  York  removed 
to  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  in  1834, 
locating  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  old  Abbott 
farm.  Nine  children  were  born  to  Samuel  Abbott 
and  wife,  namely : Sarah  Myells,  now  deceased ; 
Henry,  who  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
on  the  old  home  farm ; Mrs.  Eliza  Chittenden,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Carpenter;  Sophia,  who  married 
Noah  A.  Chittenden ; Lydia  Ann  Abbott,  a resident 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Charles  John,  deceased ; Matil- 
da Brentnoll,  wife  of  William  Nynce,  a soldier  of 
the  Civil  war,  now  living  in  Caldwell,  Ivans. ; Har- 
riet Elizabeth,  wife  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Ravce,  pastor  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Lucy, 
widow  of  F.  Wicks,  also  a Union  soldier  of  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion.  The  father  of  these  children  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  the  mother  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five,  both  earnest  and  faithful  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Politically  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party.  Aaron  Chitten- 
den and  wife  had  two  children : Anna  E.  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  a son,  now  deceased.  The  father 
passed  away  June  23,  1875,  honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  For  many  years  he  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  in  later  life  he  joined 
the  Republican  ranks,  and  in  religious  connection 
was  an  active  member  and  trustee  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Charles  Chittenden,  born  October  7,  1879; 
and  Friend  Bliss,  born  July  22,  1882,  now  attending 
school  at  Bloomsburg,  Penn.  In  his  political  affili- 
ation Mr.  Carpenter  is  an  active  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  arid  for  fift  een  years  has  been  connected 
with  the  Baptist  Church.  His  wife  is  president  of 
the  W.  C.  T.  LT.  at  Pleasant  Mount,  and  is  an  in- 
defatigable worker  in  the  temperance  cause.  Both 
I are  interested  in  all  education  and  temperance  re- 
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forms,  are  well-posted  on  the  general  topics  of  the 
day,  and  their  home  is  the  center  of  a cultured  so- 
ciety circle. 

WILLIAM  H.  REILLY  is  a thorough  and 
skillful  farmer  now  carrying  on  operations  upon  the 
old  Reilly  homestead  in  Canaan  township,  Wayne; 
county,  where  he  was  born  May  21,  1853.  His 
father,  William  Reilly,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Ireland, 
February  2,  1803,  a son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Russell)  Reilly,  natives  of  the  same  country,  where 
the  latter  died  in  1848.  A few  years  later  the  grand- 
father came  to  America  and  made  his  home  with  his 
son  William  in  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1855,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty  years,  being  buried  at  Llonesdale.  His 
children  were:  Mrs.  Ellen  Dinan,  who  never  came 
to  America;  William;  Michael,  who  died  in  this 
country;  James,  who  died  in  Ireland;  John,  who 
died  in  America  in  1870;  and  Jeremiah,  who  became 
a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  in  1889. 

In  1837  the  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  and  after  a short  time  spent  in 
New  York,  where  he  helped  to  build  the  Croton 
Aqueduct,  he  came  to  Wayne  county,  locating  upon 
the  farm  which  his  son  William  now  occupies.  He 
was  an  industrious,  enterprising  citizen,  and  while 
not  engaged  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
his  own  farm,  he  worked  at  the  stone-mason’s  trade, 
or  at  other  employments.  Two  of  his  brothers  had 
also  located  in  Wayne  county. 

William  Reilly,  Sr.,  was  married  in  New  York 
City,  August  15,  1841,  to  Miss  Mary  Welsh,  who 
was  born  in  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  May  1,  1819, 
a daughter  of  Michael  and  Catherine  (Maloney) 
Welsh,  who  never  left  the  Emerald  Isle,  where  her 
father  followed  farming.  She  was  the  youngest  of 
their  three  children,  the  others  being  John,  who  died 
in  Ireland,  and  Thomas,  who  came  to  America,  but 
afterward  returned  to  Ireland,  where  he  died.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  Mrs.  Reilly  came  to  the 
United  States  with  her  cousins.  By  her  marriage 
she  became  the  mother  of  six  children : Elizabeth, 
now  the  wife  of  Henry  Fitzsimmons,  a railroad  en- 
gineer living  in  Bedford,  Ohio ; Catherine,  wife  of 
George  Shreehan,  footman  of  the  Gravity  railroad, 
located  at  Fairview,  Penn.;  Ellen,  wife  of  Albert 
Piatt,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
county ; Mary  and  Michael,  both  deceased ; and 
William  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father 
died  February  6,  1877,  and  was  buried  in  the  Cath- 
olic cemetery,  Canaan  township.  He  creditably 
filled  several  local  offices,  and  was  a stanch  Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  and  was  a Catholic  in  religious  be- 
lief. The  mother,  who  now  lives  with  our  subject 
upon  the  old  homestead,  is  also  a faithful  member 
of  the  Catholic  Church. 

William  H.  Reilly  early  became  familiar  with 
the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist, 
and  now  successfully  carries  on  the  home  farm. 
One  of  his  favorite  teams  is  a fine  yoke  of  oxen, 
which  he  uses  for  heavy  hauling.  He  is  a public- 


spirited,  enterprising  citizen,  giving  his  aid  to  all 
measures  which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove  of 
public  good.  Lie  has  proved  a competent  and  trust- 
worthy official,  having  served  as  township  clerk  five 
terms,  collector,  auditor,  and  in  other  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and 
in  religious  belief  is  a Catholic.  On  December  26, 
1899,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maggie 
Hughes,  of  Highland  township,  Sullivan  Co.,  New 
York. 

JOHN  M.  WELTON  is  not  only  one  of  the 
wide-awake  and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Da- 
mascus township,  Wayne  county,  but  is  also  a recog- 
nized leader  in  public  affairs,  taking  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  local  politics.  He  was  born  October 
10,  1843,  on  the  farm  where  he  still  lives,  and 
throughout  his  active  business  life  has  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Levi  LI.  Welton,  his  father,  was  born  in  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.,  December  27,  1812,  but  was 
reared  in  Sullivan  county,  that  State.  Ithureal  Wel- 
ton, the  grandfather,  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812, 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  father  of  eight 
children,  namely:  Elizabeth,  Susan,  Ithureal,  Ira  W., 
Truman,  Benjamin,  Levi  and  Darius.  On  reaching 
man’s  estate  Levi  H.  Welton  married  Miss  Maria 
White,  a daughter  of  L.  White,  a native  of  Sulli- 
van county,  N.  Y.  Four  children  blessed  this 
union : George  W.,  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Civil 
war,  who  now  fills  a soldier’s  grave  in  the  National 
cemetery  at  Washington,  D.  C. ; John  M.,  our  sub- 
ject; Almira  M.,  deceased  wife  of  A.  Foster;  and 
Ellery  C.,  a resident  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  August  17, 
1888,  aged  sixty- four  years,  and  the  father  passed 
away  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two.  Through- 
out his  entire  life  he  engaged  in  farming;  in  politics 
was  first  a Whig,  later  a Republican ; and  in  his  re- 
ligious connection  he  was  a worthy  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Upon  the  home  farm  John  M.  Welton  grew  to 
manhood,  early  learning  lessons  of  thrift  and  in- 
dustry, to  which  he  attributes  his  success  during  his 
active  business  life.  His  literary  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools,  which  he  attended 
when  his  services  were  not  needed  at  home.  On 
June  2,  1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Brown,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Catherine 
(Sherwood)  Brown,  and  granddaughter  of  George 
Brown,  who  was  drowned  in  the  Delaware  river. 
Mrs.  Welton  is  one  of  a family  of  thirteen  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz. : Daniel,  Eber, 
Marion  F.,  Elizabeth,  Caroline  Comfort,  Rose  Noble 
and  Sarah  Wood.  The  father  of  these  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-seven  years,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-two,  both  earnest  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  his 
political  affiliations  Mr.  Brown  was  a Democrat. 

Mr.  Welton  is  now  the  owner  of  the  old  home- 
stead, which  is  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  of 
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the  locality,  its  well-tilled  fields,  comfortable  resi- 
dence and  good  outbuildings  representing  the  skill 
and  ability  of  the  proprietor  in  his  chosen  calling. 
The  home  has  been  brightened  by  the  presence  of  one 
child,  Fannie  M.,  who  is  now  twenty  years  old.  Mr. 
Welton  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited  men  of  his  township,  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  Republican  principles,  and  is  a man  of  the  strict- 
est honor  and  integrity.  His  fellow  citizens,  recog- 
nizing his  worth  and  ability,  elected  him  auditor  of 
Damascus  township,  a position  he  creditably  filled 
for  one  term,  and  he  has  also  efficiently  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  His  wife  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  both  are  earnest 
supporters  and  patrons  of  educational  as  well  as 
religious  institutions. 

THOMAS  GILL,  justice  of  the  peace,  of  White 
Mills,  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  that  locality,  and  for  some  years  past  has  filled, 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  people,  the  responsi- 
ble office  mentioned.  His  popularity  is  not  limited  to 
his  own  neighborhood,  however,  as  his  able  and 
judicious  management  of  his  hotel,  known  as  the 
“White  Mills  Hotel,”  has  gained  him  the  good  will 
of  the  traveling  public.  Mr.  Gill  is  now  an  extensive 
property  owner,  and  his  success  in  life  reflects  great 
credit  upon  him,  having  been  secured  through  his 
carefully  directed  industry. 

Like  many  of  our  successful  citizens,  Mr.  Gill 
is  of  Irish  blood,  as  his  grandfather,  Anthony  Gill, 
was  a life  long  resident  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  Roger 
Gill,  his  father,  was  born  in  1828,  in  County  Gal  wav, 
Ireland,  where  he  received  his  education,  and  in  early 
manhood  came  to  America,  locating  first  in  Lordville, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.  For  many  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a foreman  on  the  Erie  railroad  at  that 
place,  and  for  two  years  he  worked  in  a tannery  for 
Scudder  Brothers,  in  1866  removing  to  Hancock, 
in  the  same  county,  and  engaging  in  the  grocery 
business,  which  he  continued  one  year.  In  1869  he 
settled  at  White  Mills,  being  employed  by  the  Dor- 
flinger  Glass  Co.,  as  a skilled  temperer  of  glass,  but 
in  1890,  after  many  years  of  faithful  work,  his  eye- 
sight failed,  leaving  him  almost  blind.  He 
was  treated  in  New  York  for  this  affliction,  and 
fortunately  has  recovered,  his  eyesight  being  now 
nearly  as  good  as  in  his  youth.  He  resides  in  White 
Mills  in  a pleasant  home  built  by  our  subject,  who 
purchased  for  that  purpose  in  1883  the  property 
known  as  the  David  Jillard  place.  In  1852  he 
married  Miss  Bridget  Caine,  who  was  born  in  1833 
in  County  Galway,  Ireland,  and  died  at  White  Mills 
in  February,  1896.  This  honored  couple  had  a fam- 
ily of  twelve  children,  of  whom  (1)  Thomas,  our 
subject,  is  the  eldest.  (2)  Anthony,  who  was  born 
at  Lordville,  N.  Y.,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  (3) 
Patrick,  born  in  1857,  at  Lordville,  learned  the  glass- 
blower’s  trade,  but  was  killed  in  December,  1872,  in 
his  sixteenth  year,  at  a lock  on  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
son canal.  (4)  Celia,  born  at  Lordville  in  1859,  died 
when  two  years  old.  (5)  Margaret,  born  in  1861, 


was  for  some  years  engaged  in  the  hotel  business 
with  our  subject,  and  in  1890  married  William 
Bolan,  of  Hawley,  a conductor  on  the  Erie  railroad. 
They  have  four  children,  Mary,  Robert,  Bessie  and 
William.  (6)  John  F.,  born  in  1863  at  Lordville,  N. 
Y.,  learned  the  glass-blower’s  trade  in  White  Mills. 
In  1885  he  went  to  Pittsburg  to  follow  his  trade,  and 
at  present  resides  at  Jeannette,  Penn.,  where  he  is 
ployed  in  the  glass  factory  of  McKee  Brothers.  In 
1890  he  married  Miss  Annie  McFarland,  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  they  have  had  four  children,  Nora  and 
John,  who  died  in  childhood,  and  William  and 
Thomas,  who  are  at  home.  (7)  Mary,  born  in 
1865  at  the  old  home  in  Lordville,  was  married 
in  1885  to  George  Trueman,  of  White  Mills,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business.  They  have 
two  children  living,  Thomas  and  Vera;  two  others, 
John  and  Christina,  died  in  infancy.  (8)  Nora, 
born  in  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  in  1867,  resides  with  her 
father,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed 
young  ladies  in  the  village.  (9)  Roger,  who  was 
born  in  1869  at  White  Mills,  learnel  the  glass- 
blower’s  trade  in  boyhood,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  went  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has 
since  been  employed  in  that  business.  He  was 
married  in  1893  to  Miss  Katie  Farrell,  of  that  city, 
and  they  have  had  three  children,  Roger  and  Rich- 
ard, who  are  at  home,  and  Nora,  who  died  when  four 
years  old.  (10)  William,  born  in  1872  at  White 
Mills,  is  not  married,  and  resides  with  his  father. 
He  is  a glass-blower  by  occupation,  and  is  now  em- 
ployed in  the  Dorflinger  works.  ( 1 1 ) Patrick  J., 
born  in  1874  at  White  Mills,  is  also  employed  as 
a glass-blower  at  White  Mills,  and  resides  with  his 
father.  ( 12)  Delia,  born  in  1877  at  White  Mills,  be- 
gan her  education  in  the  schools  of  White  Mills,  and 
later  pursued  a course  of  study  at  Hawley,  graduat- 
ing in  1885.  She  is  an  accomplished  musician,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  teaching  that  art  at  her  native 
place. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  19,  1853,  at 
Lordville,  N.  Y.,  and  during  his  boyhood  attended 
the  school  of  that  town,  receiving  a good  practical 
education.  When  the  Erie  railroad  was  being  con- 
structed along  the  Lackawaxen  between  Honesdale 
and  Hawley  he  was  employed  as  a water  boy,  and  in 
February,  1868,  he  was  employed  in  the  glass-blow- 
ing department  of  the  Dorflinger  Glass  factory  at 
White  Mills.  After  some  time  he  was  promoted  to 
the  post  of  engineer,  which  he  held  until  the  fall  of 
1881,  when  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  in 
which  he  has  met  with  marked  success.  Previous 
to  his  marriage  he  had  the  assistance  of  his  sister 
Margaret,  and  on  April  16,  1889,  he  took  to  himself 
a life  partner,  Miss  Teresa  Driscoll,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  A.  Driscoll,  prominent  residents  of 
White  Mills.  Five  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
Thomas  S.,  born  June  20,  1890,  died  in  infancy; 
Anthony  H.,  born  October  21,  1891  ; Leo  C.,  born 
August  8,  1894;  Myrtle  M.,  born  March  25,  1896, 
and  Esther  M.,  born  May  6,  1898.  Mr.  Cull  and  his 
amiable  wife  are  prominent  socially,  and  are  mem- 
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bers  of  the  Catholic  Church  at  White  Mills,  of  which 
he  is  a liberal  supporter.  He  was  reared  in  that 
faith,  his  parents  being  devout  adherents  of  the 
Church. 

In  addition  to  the  David  Jillard  property,  men- 
tioned above,  Mr.  Gill  owns  other  real  estate  in 
White  Mills,  including  a restaurant,  purchased  in 
1890,  and  now  rented  by  him  to  his  brother-in-law, 
George  Trueman.  He  has  always  taken  a deep  in- 
terest in  politics,  and  for  years  has  been  an  influen- 
tial worker  in  the  local  Democratic  organization.  In 
1895  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  his 
faithful  and  prompt  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
position  has  won  him  the  approval  of  all  classes  of 
citizens,  regardless  of  party  lines. 

HARRY  HUDSON  HARWOOD,  formerly 
the  well-known  proprietor  of  the  Waymart  Steam 
Flouring  Mill,  of  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  was 
born  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  July  5,  1868. 

Albert  F.  and  Rebecca  (Shaffer)  Harwood,  his 
parents,  are  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  respectively,  and  now  make  their 
home  in  Gravity,  where  the  father  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  Fie  is  a stanch  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  has  most  efficiently  served  in  a number 
of  local  offices.  Of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  he  and  his  wife  are  members,  and  they  are 
held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  them  on  ac- 
count of  their  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies 
of  character.  Both  are  about  fifty-six  years  of  age. 
Harry  H.  is  the  eldest  of  their  children ; Charles  M. 
comes  next;  Clara  is  the  wife  of  J.  D.  Kizer,  Jr.,  a 
farmer  and  lumberman  of  Lackawanna  county, 
Penn. ; Bessie  is  the  wife  of  Ml  M.  Abbey,  a farmer 
of  Salem,  Wayne  county;  and  John.  The  father 
has  made  his  home  in  Wayne  county  since  the  age 
of  seven  years,  having  first  located  near  Honesdale. 
The  paternal  grandparents,  Hastings  and  Roxana 
(Greene)  Harwood,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, while  the  maternal  grandparents,  Sam- 
uel and  Mary  A.  (Curtis)  Shaffer,  were  natives  of 
Germany  and  early  settlers  of  Wayne  county. 

In  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  March  13,  1892,  Harry 
H.  Harwood  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Florence  Griffiths,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children : Harold  and  Eva.  Mrs.  Harwood  was 
born  in  Jermyn,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  May  20, 
1877.  Her  father,  Daniel  Griffiths,  was  born  in 
Wales,  Tune  21,  1854,  and  when  a child  of  six  years 
was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents,  Daniel  and 
Christiana  (Watkins)  Griffiths,  who  located  at  Belle- 
vue, Penn.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a miner 
by  occupation,  died  June  15,  1896,  aged  sixty-four 
years,  and  his  widow  now  makes  her  home  in 
Jermyn.  Daniel  Griffiths,  Jr.,  was  married  at  Jer- 
myn, January  22,  1876,  to  Miss  Ada  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  Scott,  Penn.,  in  October,  1853.  Her 
parents  are  Jabez  and  Jane  (Stewart)  Smith,  the 
former  a native  of  New  York  State,  the  latter  of 
Scott,  Penn.,  where  they  now  make  their  home. 
Mr.  Smith  is  a farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffiths 


live  in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county,  and  he  is 
now  in  the  employ  of  the  Gravity  railroad.  In  re- 
ligious belief  they  are  Baptists.  Their  children  are 
Florence,  wife  of  our  subject;  Walter  (deceased)  ; 
and  Crissie,  Roy  and  Pearl,  all  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Mr.  Idarwood 
attended  the  public  schools,  and  assisted  his  father 
in  the  work  of  the  farm,  remaining  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  he  \vas  married  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four.  He  then  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  of 
Pike  county,  Penn.,  for  three  years,  and  in  1895 
built  the  Waymart  steam  flouringmill, which waswell 
equipped,  but  which  on  October  4,  1898,  was  entirely 
destroyed  by  fire.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  lumber  at  Shady  Springs,  Raleigh  Co., 
W.  Va.  Socially  he  affiliates  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  South  Canaan,  and  the  I.  O.  H.,  of  Waymart, 
while  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

WILLIAM  D.  KELLAM,  one  of  the  brave 
“boys  in  blue,”  whose  devotion  to  his  country  was 
tested  on  many  a Southern  battlefield,  is  now  pro- 
prietor of  Rock  Glen  farm,  one  of  the  most  hos- 
pitable homes  in  Buckingham  township,  Wayne 
county.  He  was  born  in  Manchester  township, 
same  county,  August  18,  1840,  and  is  a grandson 
of  John  Kellam,  one  of  its  honored  pioneers,  who 
in  an  early  day  was  well  known  all  along  the  Dela- 
ware river.  He  died  in  Manchester  township. 

Amid  pioneer  scenes,  Larkin  Kellam  (father  of 
our  subject),  grew  to  manhood,  and  throughout  his 
business  career  engaged  in  farming,  working  in  the 
lumber  woods  and  rafting  on  the  Delaware  river. 
At  Hawkins,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  married  Miss 
Malinda  Dunn,  who  belonged  to  an  old  and  highly- 
respected  family  of  that  county,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  seven  sons  and  one 
daughter,  namely : William  D. ; Sandreth  E.,  a vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  and  a resident  of  Bucking- 
ham township,  Wayne  county;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Joseph  Lester,  of  Warren  county,  Penn. ; Ed,  of 
Manchester  township,  Wayne  county ; Chauncey  and 
Chester,  both  of  Warren  county;  and  John  and 
Charles,  who  died  in  childhood.  The  father  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  and  the  mother,  who 
was  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  passed  away  aged  seventy-six  years.  He 
was  a highly-esteemed  citizen  of  his  community,  and 
a supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 

William  D.  Kellam  attended  school  for  only 
a few  months  during  the  winter  season,  the  remain- 
der of  the  year  being  spent  in  work  upon  the  farm, 
in  the  lumber  woods  or  at  rafting  on  the  Delaware. 
Soon  after  attaining  his  majority  he  enlisted  in 
December,  1861,  in  Company  L,  56th  N.  Y.  V.  I., 
on  President  Lincoln’s  call  for  75,000  volunteers. 
He  was  in  the  Peninsular  campaign  under  Gen. 
McClellan,  was  in  the  battle  of  Yorktown,  the  seven 
days’  fight,  and  the  engagements  at  Hampton  Cross 
Roads.  For  a time  he  was  a member  of  Gen.  Neg- 
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ley’s  brigade,  and  was  on  picket  duty  in  front  of 
Richmond.  At  Honey  Hill  he  assisted  in  destroy- 
ing the  railroad,  and  was  with  the  troops  when  they 
fell  back  from  Richmond  to  Harrison’s  Landing, 
\V.  Va.  From  Williamsburg  he  went  to  Fortress 
Monroe,  later  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Hilton 
] lead,  Morris  Island,  and  for  a time  was  under  Gen. 
Gilmore  in  the  siege  of  Forts  Wagnex  and  Sumter. 
When  his  three-years’  term  expired,  Mr.  Kellam 
enlisted  as  a veteran,  and  after  thirty  days  furlough 
spent  at  home,  he  re-joined  his  regiment,  and  re- 
mained in  the  service  until  the  war  ended,  being 
honorably  discharged  at  Hart  s Island,  in  the  fall 
of  1865.  Being  taken  ill  with  fever  and  ague  he 
was  confined  in  a hospital  at  Beaufort,  S.  C. ; he 
also  received  a rupture  in  the  service  from  which 
he  has  never  recovered. 

For  twenty  years  after  his  return  from  the 
army  Mr.  Kellam  successfully  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing' and  jobbing  in  timber,  and  also  in  rafting  on 
the  Delaware  river.  In  1882  he  purchased  Rock 
Glenn  Farm  in  Buckingham  township,  comprising 
eighty  acres  of  good  land,  improved  with  substantial 
buildings,  including  a comfortable  residence  and 
barn  with  a rock  basement. 

On  December  18,  1877,  Mr.  Kellam  married 
Miss  Millie  Layton,  a bright,  witty  woman,  very 
popular  in  society,  who  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Manchester  township,  Wayne  county.  Pier 
grandfather,  Charles  Layton  (deceased),  was  of 
Scottish  descent,  and  was  a pioneer  of  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sallie  Ross.  David 
Layton  (father  of  Mrs.  Kellam),  was  born  in  Sulli- 
van county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  married  to  Loretta  Bil- 
lings, daughter  of  William  Billings,  Jr.,  and  grand- 
daughter of  William  Billings,  Sr.,  who  was  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  and  whose  wife  lived  to  the  ex- 
treme old  age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years. 
Mrs.  Kellam  is  one  of  a family  of  sixteen  children, 
namely:  Eliza  (deceased);  John,  who  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Hornellsville,  N.  Y. ; William,  of  Manchester  town- 
ship, Wayne  county;  Jacob  (deceased);  Charles, 
of  Manchester  township ; Sallie  and  Mrs.  Margaret 
Bush  (both  deceased)  ; Mrs.  Hannah  Lester,  of 
Manchester  township;  Mrs.  Maria  Teiple  (de- 
ceased) ; Mrs.  Millie  Kellam;  Mrs.  Thursey  Reifler, 
of  Scranton,  Penn.;  Joseph,  of  Manchester  town- 
ship, who  was  a Union  soldier ; David,  of  Man- 
chester township  ; Curtiss,  of  Newburg,  N.  Y. ; Mrs. 
Loretta  Thomas,  of  Stockport,  Wayne  county;  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering,  and  his  po- 
litical support  was  always  given  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Democratic  party.  Both  he  and 
his.  wife  were  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  were  worthy  and  honored 
citizens  of  the  community  where  they  made  their 
home.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  his  wife 
at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years. 

Socially,  Mr.  Kellam  is  identified  with  Scudder 


Post  No.  340,  G.  A.  R.,  and  Lake  Como  Lodge  No. 
965,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  while  politically  he  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He  and  his 
wife  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
social  circles  occupy  an  enviable  position,  their 
genial,  pleasant  manners  winning  them  many 
friends. 

LAUREN  A.  CURTIS,  a prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizen  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county, 
was  born  July  ri,  1864,  and  is  a son  of  William 
Curtis,  a native  of  Cornwall,  England,  born  Octo- 
ber 16,  1816,  a son  of  John  Curtis.  In  1830 
William  Curtis  came  to  the  United  States,  and  for 
some  time  followed  boating  on  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  canal.  After  locating  in  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county,  he  was  married  in  1840,  to  Miss. 
Sarah  Smith,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  in 
1821.  At  the  time  her  father,  Lbriah  Smith,  located 
in  the  northern  portion  of  Wayne  county,  it  was  al- 
most an  unbroken  wilderness,  wolves,  bears,  pan- 
thers and  other  wild  beasts  being  numerous.  He 
was  a native  of  Long  Island,  and  was  a Methodist  in 
religious  belief. 

After  his  marriage  William  Curtis  located  on 
the  site  of  the  present  homestead,  which  originally 
contained  147  acres,  but  to  it  he  later  added  a sixty- 
three-acre  tract.  Upon  the  place  he  erected  a good 
residence,  large  barns,  and  made  other  substantial 
improvements,  which  add  greatly  to  its  value  and  at- 
tractive appearance,  making  it  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  Scott  township.  For  -nearly  forty  years  he  con- 
tinued to  engage  in  lumbering  and  farming,  and 
accumulated  a goodly  amount  of  this  world’s  goods. 
He  was  a man  of  wonderful  endurance,  persever- 
ance and  thrift,  and  the  success  which  came  to 
him  was  but  the  just  reward  of  his  own  untiring 
labors.  Politically  he  was  an  unswerving  Demo- 
crat, and,  being  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, he  was  elected  by  them  to  many  offices  of  trust 
in  his  township.  He  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Method- 
ist Church ; his  widow,  who  is  also  a member  of  that 
Church,  is  making  her  home  in  Sherman,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, as  follows : Flattie  E.,  wife  of  Samuel  Leas, 
Carbondale,  Penn. ; Mary  A.,  wife  of  Samuel  Sandy, 
of  Philadelphia;  John  Dwight,  a resident  of  Ohio; 
Lewis  Perry,  who  married  Clara  LI owell,  and  died 
in  December,  1887  J William  O.,  of  Sherman,  Penn. ; 
Wesley  L.,  of  Valona  Springs,  N.  Y. ; Francis  U., 
who  died  on  the  old  homestead,  January  27,  1885; 
Adeline  S.,  wife  of  J.  IT.  Smith,  of  Sherman; 
Charles  R.,  who  wedded  Mary  Haggerty;  Rosa  E., 
wife  of  E.  E.  Squire,  of  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; and 
Lauren  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mary  A. 
and  Rosa  E.  were  both  successful  teachers  in  the 
common  schools  of  Wayne  county. 

Lauren  A.  Curtis  was  provided  with  excellent 
educational  privileges,  having  attended  the  graded 
schools  in  Starrucca,  Wayne  county,  the  Pleasant 
Mount  Academy,  and  the  Normal  School  at  Millers- 
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v'ille,  Penn.  For  several  years  he  was  a popular 
and  successful  teacher  of  Scott  and  Buckingham 
townships,  Wayne  county,  but  now  he  devotes  his 
time  principally  to  his  agricultural  interests,  own- 
ing and  operating  the  old  homestead  in  Scott  town- 
ship, where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed.  He  is  a 
progressive,  energetic  farmer,  and  is  a business  man 
of  known  reliability.  In  1889  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Josephine  Weed,  a native  of  Winwood,  Wayne 
county,  who  also  received  a part  of  her  education 
in  the  graded  schools  of  Starrucca,  and  for  a time 
followed  teaching.  Her  parents  are  Joseph  and 
Susan  (Sanford)  Weed,  the  former  a native  of 
New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  had  two  inter- 
esting children:  Howard  J.,  born  January  6,  1891; 
and  Homer  L.,  who  was  born  January  6,  1895,  and 
died  March  17,  1897. 

As  a representative  and  leading  citizen  of  his 
township,  Mr.  Curtis  takes  an  active  part  in  all 
movements  tending  to  the  welfare  and  advancement 
of  the  people  of  the  community.  He  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
has  frequently  represented  his  township  in  the  con- 
ventions of  Wayne  county.  Fie  now  holds  the  office 
of  county  auditor,  is  secretary  of  the  Wayne  County 
Farmers’  Alliance,  and  for  years  has  been  a member 
of  the  school  board.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Lake 
Como  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  religious  faith  he 
and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  f Since  the  above  was  written 
Mr.  Curtis  has  sold  his  farm  in  Scott  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  moved  into  New  York 
State,  about  forty  miles  from  his  old  home.] 

Y\  ILLIAM  E.  CORCORAN,  a well-known 
and  prominent  citizen  of  Oregon  township,  Wayne 
county,  is  engaged  in  farming  in  all  its  branches, 
but  pays  particular  attention  to  dairying  and  stock 
raising.  He  was  born  in  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 24,  1827,  a son  of  Peter  Corcoran,  who 
was  born  in  1780,  in  Kings  county,  Ireland, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Eliza- 
beth Fleury,  also  a native  of  that  county.  In  Mav, 
1827,  they  came  to  America,  landing  at  Quebec, 
Canada,  and  located  in  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  whence 
they  later  removed  to  Albany  and  subsequently  to 
Troy,  where  the  father  died  in  1833.  William  E. 
is  the  youngest  of  their  children;  Margaret  (now 
deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Elijah  Bartlett,  of  Troy, 
N.  Y. ; Mary  is  the  widow  of  John  Conran,  of 
Cohoes,  N.  Y. ; Ann  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of 
Hugh  McCord,  of  Troy;  James  was  for  the  long 
period  of  thirty  years  postmaster  at  Georgetown, 
Conn.,  and  now  resides  in  Waterbury,  that  State ; 
and  Elizabeth  married  Michael  Horan,  of  Troy, 
and  died  leaving  a family  of  eight  children. 

William  E.  Corcoran  was  reared  in  northeast- 
ern New  York,  attending  the  public  schools  of 
Cohoes  and  Troy  to  a limited  extent.  At  the  age 
of  ten  years  he  was  forced  to  begin  the  battle  of  life 
for  bimself,  finding  employment  in  a tobacco  factory 
in  Troy,  where  he  worked  for  nearly  two  years. 


Then  for  some  years  he  lived  in  private  families, 
where  he  worked  for  his  board  and  attended  school. 
Subsequently  he  clerked  in  a grocery  store  in  Troy 
for  three  years ; but  wishing  to  be  the  master  of  a 
trade,  he  apprenticed  himself  to  a carpenter,  under 
whom  he  served  for  four  years,  and  he  later  worked 
at  that  occupation  in  New  York  City  and  on  Staten 
Island. 

Returning  to  Troy,  Mr.  Corcoran  was  married 
there  on  September  26,  1853,  to  Miss  Ellen  M. 
Doyle,  by  Father  Rinaldo,  an  Italian  priest.  She 
was  born  April  3,  1834,  a daughter  of  Louis  and 
Judith  (Gorman)  Doyle,  both  natives  of  County 
Kildare,  Ireland,  the  former  born  January  1,  1808, 
the  latter  on  February  15,  1798.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
located  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  their  children  were 
born,  namely : Louis,  who  died  in  infancy ; Mary 

(deceased)  ; Ellen,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Louis 
John,  who  died  in  New  York  City. 

To  Mr.  and.  Mrs.  Corcoran  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Mary  A.,  born  July  9,  1854,  died 

September  26,  1896;  Julia  A.,  born  October  11, 
1855,  died  at  the  age  of  two  weeks ; John,  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1856,  is  married  and  resides  in  Oregon 
township,  Wayne  county;  Judith,  born  January  16, 

1858,  is  at  home;  Louis  Philip,  born  August  17, 

1859,  is  a farmer  living  near  Boise  City,  Idaho; 
Eilzabeth,  born  June  21,  1861,  lives  in  New  York 
City;  Peter  Joseph,  born  November  5,  1862,  is  a 
blacksmith  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; William  Edward, 
born  December  5,  1864,  is  foreman  in  a glass-cutting 
shop  in  New  York  City,  and  resides  in  Brooklyn; 
James,  born  February  21,  1866,  died  March  1, 
1885 ; Francis,  born  April  4,  1869,  died  May  4, 
1869;  Ellen  P.,  born  June  5,  1870,  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Spillam,  of  Mayfield,  N.  Y. ; Margaret 
Ann,  born  August  2,  1872,  is  successfully  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Oregon  township ; Theresa  Matilda, 
born  January  22,  1875,  is  at  home,  and  teaching  one 
of  the  township  schools  ; and  Robert  V.,  born  March 
27,  1879,  is  at  home. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Corcoran  worked  at 
his  trade  in  Troy  for  two  years,  and  then  came  to 
ITonesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  In  the  fall  of  1855 
he  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Oregon  town- 
ship, and  to  agricultural  pursuits  has  since  devoted 
his  attention  with  most  gratifying  results.  Though 
his  school  privileges  were  limited,  he  has  by  close 
observation  and  constant  reading  become  one  of  the 
best  informed  men  of  the  township,  and  is  a sub- 
scriber of  many  weekly  and  monthly  publications  of 
merit.  Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Franklin  Pierce,  he  has  been  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party,  but  at  local  elections  votes 
independent  of  party  lines,  casting  his  ballot 
for  the  men  whom  he  believes  best  qualified  to  fill 
the  offices.  He  has  never  aspired  to  political  hon- 
ors, though  he  has  efficiently  served  as  a member 
of  the  school  board.  A gentleman  of  integrity  and 
sterling  worth,  he  has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of 
his  wav  as  an  honest  man  and  good  citizen,  and 
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commands  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He 
and  his  family  arc  all  communicants  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church. 

DANIEL  E.  DRAKE,  M.  D„  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Equinunk, 
Wayne  county,  and  has  that  love  for  and  devotion 
to  his  profession  which  has  brought  to  him  success, 
and  won  for  him  a place  among  the  ablest  repiesenta- 
tives  of  the  medical  fraternity  in  Wayne  county. 

Born  at  Loomis,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  June, 
1864,  our  subject  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Deutalier)  Drake.  The  father  was  a native  of  the 
same  county,  born  near  the  town  of  Hobart,  and  was 
a son  of  Joshua  and  Mary  Drake,  representatives  of 
old  and  prominent  families  of  Connecticut.  For 
several  years  after  his  marriage,  the  father  of  our 
subject  worked  at  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  then  returned  to  Delaware  coun- 
ty, locating  first  in  the  village  of  Little  York,  and  a 
few  years  later  on  a farm,  where  he  spent  his  re- 
maining days,  dying  October  26,  1891.  His  wife  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  in  1884. 

Of  the  six  children  of  the  family,  the  first  four 
were  born  in  Broome  county,  the  other  two  in  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.  (1)  Mary,  born  May  I,  1847, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Broome  and 
Delaware  counties,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  George 
Niles,  of  Trout  Creek,  Delaware  county,  by  whom 
she  had  three  children ; Berton  and  Ismay,  still  liv- 
ing, and  Althea  (deceased).  (2)  Charles,  born  in 
1851,  married  Anna  Howes,  of  Delaware  county,  and 
had  two  children;  Leverne  and  Mildred.  In  1878 
he  was  seriously  injured  by  slipping  from  a load  of 
hay,  and  died  a few  days  later.  (3)  James  B.,  born 
in  1853,  completed  his  literary  education  at  the  AValt- 
on  (N.  Y.)  Academy,  and  for  some  time  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  Delaware  and 
Broome  counties.  After  attending  medical  lectures 
at  Baltimore,  Md.,  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.,  in  1882,  and  is  now  a prominent  practicing 
physician  of  Hancock,  N.  Y.  He  married  Margaret 
Ronk,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  has  had  four 
children:  Charles,  Roscoe,  Alta  (deceased)  and 
Gladys.  (4)  Ella  A.,  born  in  1856,  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Delaware  county,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Horace  J.  Howes,  a farmer  of  Walton, 
that  county,  by  whom  she  had  three  children,  Samuel 
J and  Eva,  living ; and  Jessie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years.  (5)  Marietta  E.,  born  in  1861,  received 
a common-school  education,  and  married  Clifford  A. 
Bundy,  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in 
1891,  leaving  a widow  and  one  daughter,  Prudy. 
One  child  died  in  infancy. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  Dr.  Drake  received 
the  rudiments  of  his  education,  and  also  became 
familiar  with  farm  work  upon  the  old  homestead. 
After  attending  the  graded  schools  of  Hancock,  in 
1885,  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his 
brother,  and  later  attended  medical  lectures  at  the 
University  of  Vermont,  where  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.,  in  1889.  Immediately  after- 


ward he  opened  an  office  in  Equinunk,  where  he 
soon  succeeded  in  building  up  a large  and  paying 
practice.  Being  a progressive  member  of  his  pro- 
fession, he  keeps  abreast  of  the  latest  discoveries  and 
theories  by  his  perusal  of  medical  journals.  His 
skill  and  ability  are  attested  by  the  liberal  patronage 
which  he  now  enjoys. 

In  1890  Dr.  Drake  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Belle  Walley,  of  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Almira  Walley,  prominent  people  of  that 
village.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  two  children, 
both  born  in  Equinunk:  Leonore  E.,  born  July  14, 
1893;  and  Leo  B.,  born  December  31,  1896.  The 
family  have  a beautiful  home  near  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  river,  on  the  Como  road,  it  being  a corner 
lot,  and  formerly  the  property  of  L.  W.  Lord,  Dr. 
Drake  having  purchased  it  in  1892.  It  is  the  center 
of  a cultured  society  circle,  the  Doctor  and  his  wife 
being  numbered  among  the  most  refined  and  highly 
educated  people  of  the  village.  They  are  leading 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; po- 
litically, he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 

FRANK  S.  GREEN,  who  is  now  holding  the 
responsible  position  of  foreman  of  the  Equinunk 
Chemical  Works  at  Equinunk,  Wayne  county,  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  November,  1853,  a son  of 
Edwin  and  Phoebe  (Fuller)  Green,  the  former 
a native  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  the  latter  of  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.  They  were  married  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Buffalo  until  the  gold  excitement 
of  1837,  when  the  father  left  for  the  gold  fields  of 
California,  but  ere  he  reached  his  destination  was 
shipwrecked  and  lost,  leaving  a widow  and  two 
children  in  Buffalo. 

Flora,  the  only  daughter,  was  born  in  that  city 
in  1856,  but  was  principally  reared  and  educated  in 
Downsville,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.  She  married 
James  Paul,  of  that  county,  and  after  living  for  a 
few  years  in  Colchester,  Delaware  county,  they  re- 
moved to  Hall  county,  Neb.,  in  the  spring  of  1873, 
where  he  purchased  a large  amount  of  government 
land  by  the  homestead  law  and  soldier’s  pre-emp- 
tion. He  has  improved  his  land,  and  now  owns 
some  very  valuable  real  estate.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul,  namely:  Frank, 

Genevieve,  Edith  and  Gladys,  who  are  all  living; 
and  Nettie,  Esther  and  DeWitt,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. The  mother  of  our  subject  accompanied  her 
daughter  Flora  on  her  removal  to  Nebraska,  and 
since  the  latter’s  death,  in  1886,  she  has  made  her 
home  with  her  grandchildren,  being  now  sixty-six 
years  of  age. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Frank  S.  Green 
were  passed  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
attended  the  common  schools  until  fourteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  started  out  to  fight  life’s  battles  for 
himself,  being  employed  at  first  in  lumbering  in  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania.  Going  south  in  1875,  he 
located  on  a large  plantation  near  the  Weldon  rail- 
road, in  Virginia,  where  he  engaged  in  raising  to- 
bacco, corn  and  sweet  potatoes,  but  his  crops  being 
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a failure,  he  returned  north,  and  for  two  years 
worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  Delaware  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  In  1879  he  contracted  with  Rufus 
Broughton  for  putting  in  logs  on  the. Delaware 
river,  and  was  thus  employed  until  his  marriage. 

In  1880  Mr.  Green  married  Miss  Nettie  Se- 
cord,  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Sarah  A.  Secord,  the  former  a pioneer 
lumberman  of  that  county.  In  the  Secord  family 
were  the  following  children : Cordelia,  now  the 

wife  of  Tunis  Misner,  of  Delaware  county ; Geor- 
giana,  wife  of  John  Staib,  of  the  same  county; 
Clayton,  Thomas  and  Irvine,  who  are  all  married 
and  living  in  Delaware  county;  Florence  and  Ed- 
win, who  are  still  single;  Julia  and  Lela,  who  died 
in  childhood;  and  Nettie,  wife  of  our  subject.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Green  have  four  children : Grace,  born  in 
Hancock,  N.  Y.,  in  1880;  Willie  Everett,  born  in 
Colchester,  N.  Y.,  in  1882;  and  Annie  Maud  L., 
born  in  Colchester,  in  1884,  all  three  attending  the 
schools  of  Equinunk ; and  Waldron  Secord,  born  in 
Equinunk  in  1895,  completes  the  family. 

Upon  his  farm  in  Colchester,  Delaware  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  began  their  domestic 
life,  and  in  1885  removed  to  Hancock,  same  county, 
where  he  learned  the  business  of  acid  making  in  the 
Buckley  Chemical  Works,  being  made  foieman  of 
that  establishment  in  1S88,  and  serving  as  such  un- 
til coming  to  Equinunk  in  1892.  He  has  since  had 
full  charge  of  the  Equinunk  Chemical  Works,  and 
in  its  management  has  displayed  excellent  business 
ability.  He  has  the  entire  confidence  and  respect 
of  his  employers,  which  are  well  merited,  as  he  most 
faithfully  discharges  the  duties  of  his  responsible 
position..  Being  a strong  temperance  man,  Mr. 
Green  always  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  support 
of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Prohibition  party. 
He  and  his ‘wife  are  active  and  prominent  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Equinunk, 
take  great  interest  in  the  Epworth  League,  and  do 
all  within  their  power  to  promote  the  moral  and 
material  welfare  of  their  adopted  village.  Their 
true  worth  being  widely  recognized,  they  enjoy  the 
hospitality  of  the  best  homes  in  Equinunk,  and  have 
become  the  center  of  a large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

EDWARD  HACKER,  a general  farmer  re- 
siding in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county, 
is  a self-made  man  who,  without  extraofdinary  fam- 
ily or  pecuniary  advantages  at  the  commencement 
of  life,  has  battled  earnestly  and  energetically,  and 
by  indomitable  courage  and  integrity  has  achieved 
both  character  and  fortune.  By  sheer  force  of  will 
and  untiring  effort  he  has  worked  his  way  upward, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  100  acres. 

Mr.  Hacker  was  born  November  23,  1825,  in 
the  parish  of  Oakhampton,  Devonshire,  England, 
a son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  (Bray)  Hacker,  the 
former  a native  of  Cornwall,  the  latter  of  Devon- 
shire. They  never  left  their  native  land,  where  the 
father  was  a farmer.  He  died  in  1865,  at  the  age 


of  seventy-five  years,  the  mother  in  i860,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six.  In  the  Church  of  England  they  held 
membership.  The  children  born  to  them  were  John, 
who  died  in  England ; .William,  a farmer  in  Can- 
ada; Thomas,  who  died  in  England;  Jane,  who  died 
unmarried;  Edward,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Nathaniel,  who  died  in  England;  Mary  A.,  widow 
of  Richard  Martin,  a carpenter  of  England ; Mrs. 
Sarah  Glanville,  a widow,  who  resides  in  England ; 
Dina,  deceased  wife  of  John  Downs,  of  England; 
and  Samuel,  a farmer  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  Co., 
Pennsylvania. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Edward  Hack- 
er assisted  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and 
on  leaving  home,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
sailed  for  America.  For  five  years  he  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  in  Canada,  and  then  came  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  finding  employment  in  a sawmill  at 
Prompton  for  a few  years,  after  which  he  returned 
to  England.  In  Devonshire,  he  was  married,  in 
February,  1852,  to  Miss  Harriet  Karslake,  and  to 
them  were  born  five  children,  namely : ( 1 ) Helen 

J.,  born  May  4,  1854,  deceased.  (2)  Malena,  wife 
of  Daniel  Kinsman,  who  is  engaged  in  farming 
with  our  subject,  and  by  whom  she  has  two  chil- 
dren— Edward  Elmer,  a graduate  of  the  Hones- 
dale  high  school,  and  also  a graduate  of  the  Blooms- 
burg  State  Normal,  and  William  Ellsworth,  a stu- 
dent at  Honesdale.  (3)  Elmer  Ellsworth,  de- 
ceased. (4)  Hattie,  wife  of  Thomas  Roe,  a 
farmer  of  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county, 
by  whom  she  has  two  children — Russell  H.  'and 
Ellsworth  A.  (5)  William  Henry,  who  died  in 
early  infancy,  March  30,  1859.  Helen  J.  and  Elmer 
Ellsworth  both  died  on  the  same  day,  January  12, 
1875,  of  diphtheria. 

Mrs.  Hacker  was  born  in  England,  a daughter 
of  Roger  and  Ann  (Browning)  Karslake,  who  came 
to  this  country  at  an  early  day.  Of  their  children, 
Roger,  who  was  principal  of  a school,  died  in  Eng- 
land; Mary  A.  wedded  H.  Hersh,  and  both  were 
teachers  in  a college  in  England,  where  she  died  ; 
Harriet  was  the  wife  of  our  subject ; Agnes  married 
William  Smell,  and  both  died  in  England ; Char- 
lotte is  the  wife  of  William  Wood,  of  England ; 
William  is  a farmer  in  Michigan ; Louis  died  in  Eng- 
land ; Helen  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Samuel  Hacker, 
a brother  of  our  subject,  who  now  resides  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Penn. ; and  Plenrv  is  connected  with  the 
navy  yard  at  Long  Island  City.  Mrs.  Hacker  de- 
parted this  life  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years. 

A short  time  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Hacker 
returned  to  Prompton,  Penn.,  and  after  working  for 
three  years  in  a sawmill. at  that  place  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  to  the 
cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  has  since 
devoted  his  energies  with  most  gratifying  results. 
Although  not  a member  of  any  religious  denomina- 
tion, he  leans  toward  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  political  support  is  always  given  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  has  most  creditably  filled  the 
offices  of  school  director  and  auditor,  as  well  as 
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other  local  positions.  Although  now  seventy-three 
years  of  age,  lie  is  still  quite  active,  being  able  to  do 
the  work  of  a man  much  younger.  His  career  has 
been  one  that  he  can  look  back  upon  with  just  and 
pardonable  pride,  and  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  is  certainly  well  merited. 

ISAAC  F.  STOKER,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  whose  devotion  to  his  adopted  coun- 
try was  tested  upon  many  a Southern  battle  field,  is 
a native  of  England,  born  in  Crich,  in  1841,  and 
America  has  no  more  loyal  or  patriotic  citizen. 
This  gallant  soldier  is  now  a resident  of  Scott  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  he  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  dairying. 

In  1847,  Moses  and  Mary  Storer  (the  parents 
of  our  subject)  crossed  the  Atlantic,  accompanied 
by  their  children,  and  located  near  Lanesboro,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  father  purchased  a 
farm  and  still  continues  to  reside.  The  mother  died 
in  1886.  In  their  family  were  six  children;  (1) 
Annie,  born  in  England,  married  Wiliam  Ticknor, 
of  Brandt,  Susquehanna  county,  and  died  in  1862 ; 
he  died  in  1867.  ( (2)  Hannah  married  Anson 
Walker,  of  Brandt,  and  died  in  1877;  he  died  in 
1891.  (3)  Eliza  died  unmarried.  (4)  Sarah,  born 

in  England,  married  E.  G.  Bailey,  of  Gibson,  Penn., 
and  is  now  a resident  of  Stevens  Point.  (5) 
George,  born  in  Harmony,  Susquehanna  county, 
lives  near  Stevens  Point,  and  (6)  Isaac  F. 

Isaac  F.  Storer  was  living  in  Susquehanna 
county  when  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  in  October, 
1861,  enlisted  in  Company  A,  56th  P.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Osburn,  of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Pope,  and  participated 
in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  O11  account  of 
disability,  Mr.  Storer  was  transferred  to  the  Invalid 
Corps  at  Fort  Schuyler,  but  remained  in  the  service 
until  the  expiration  of  his  three  years  of  enlistment, 
On  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  in  1867  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Nancy  Carr,  of  Starrucca,  Wayne 
county,  a daughter  of  Erastus  and  Margaret  Carr, 
honored  pioneer  and  prominent  citizens  of  that 
county.  Her  father  is  now  deceased,  but  her  mother 
is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  on 
the  old  Carr  homestead  in  Scott  township,  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Storer.  She  has  had  eleven  children, 
namely:  Phoebe,  James,  Richard,  Nancy,  Charity, 
John.  Erastus,  Mary,  Oliver,  Emmons  and  Oscar. 

Mrs.  Storer  received  her  education  in  the  high 
schools  at  Waymart,  Penn.,  and  at  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  and  for  seven  years  was  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful teachers  of  Wayne  county.  By  her  marriage 
to  our  subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  four 
children:  (1)  Lillian,  born  in  Harmony,  Susque- 
hanna county,  in  1870,  was  educated  in  the  graded 
schools,  and  for  some  time  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  Wayne  county.  She  is  now  the  wife  of 
Henry  Spielman,  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  (2)  Will- 
iam, born  in  Susquehanna  county  in  1874,  is  at  home 


with  his  parents.  (3)  Mary,  born  in  the  same  coun- 
ty, in  1876,  has  taught  for  three  years  in  the  public 
schools,  and  is  now  attending  the  Thompson  Busi- 
ness College,  New  York.  (4)  Harry,  born  ini879, 
in  Susquehanna  county,  completed  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  at 
home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Storer  began  housekeeping  at 
Susquehanna  Depot,  where  he  worked  in  the  shops 
of  the  Erie  railroad  for  twenty-four  years,  and 
in  1890  they  located  on  the  old  Carr  homestead  in 
Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  operated.  Politically,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party.  In  religious  faith  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Storer  are  believers  in  the  Inspiration  of 
the  Scriptures,  and  wish  to  follow  Christ,  and  not 
a Church.  They  are  numbered  among  the  promi- 
nent people  of  the  township,  where  they  are  both 
widely  known,  and  their  hospitable  home  is  ever 
open  for  the  reception  of  their  many  friends. 

JOHN  B.  LEONARD,  one  of  the  brave  “boys 
in  blue’’  during'  the  Civil  war,  and  now  a leading 
citizen  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  was  born 
July  11,  1835,  at  Tompkins,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  James  Leonard,  his 
great-grandfather,  a resident  of  Paterson,  N.  J., 
who  was  a Continental  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary- 
war.  The  grandfather,  Udney  Leonard,  was  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Cannonsville,  Delaware  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  he  married  a native  of  that  county,  Miss 
M.  Hoag,  who  was  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends. 

James  Leonard  (father  of  our  subject),  also 
a native  of  Delaware  county,  married  Miss  Clarissa 
Bullock,  who  was  born  in  Tompkins,  N.  Y.,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  Bullock,  whose  home  was  on  North 
river,  New  York.  Five  children  blessed  this  union: 
Miriam;  John  B. ; Joshua,  who  served  his  country 
for  four  years  and  a half  during  the  Rebellion,  as 
a member  of  the  71st  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  under  Gen. 
Sickles,  and  is  now  living  in  Emerson,  Dixon  Co., 
Neb. ; Stephen,  who  was  a member  of  the  same 
regiment,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Williams- 
burg, Va. ; and  Gilbert,  who  also  entered  his  coun- 
try’s service  when  a mere  boy,  and,  losing  his  health, 
was  a cripple  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
In  Milwaukee,  Wis.  The  father  passed  away  at 
Sherman,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  aged  sixty-eight 
years,  the  mother  at  Emerson,  Dixon  Co.,  Nebraska. 

In  the  count}'-  of  his  nativity  John  B.  Leonard 
grew  to  manhood,  and  when  his  country  was  in 
peril  during  the  Civil  war,  he  joined  the  16th  Inde- 
pendent Battery  of  New  York,  serving  with  the 
same  for  ten  months.  He  was  on  duty  in  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  was  stationed  for  some  time 
near  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  was  at 
Fort  Fisher  with  Gen.  Butler.  He  was  with  Gen. 
A.  IT.  Terry  at  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher;  was 
also  at  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  and  was  finally  honorably 
discharged  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  July  9,  1865.  Re- 
turning to  his  home  to  engage  in  peaceful  pursuits, 
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he  was  for  some  time  interested  both  in  lumbering 
and  farming  in  Wayne  county,  and  operated  a saw- 
mill for  a number  of  years. 

In  1866  Mr.  Leonard  married  Miss  Ann 
Thomas,  a daughter  of  Moses  and  Osillfa  (Cole) 
Thomas,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children : Cassie, 
now  the  wife  of  John  Jackson,  of  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county ; and  Stephen,  also  a resident  of  Scott 
township.  The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a most 
estimable  lady,  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1896.  braternally  Mr.  Leonard  affiliates  with 
Egleston  Post  No.  184,  Department  of  New  York, 
at  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; politically  he  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party. 

EUGENE  H.  WRIGHT  is  one  of  the  ener- 
getic and  enterprising  farmers  of  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  owns  a valuable  farm  of 
126  acres,  purchased  by  him  in  1871.  In  addition 
to  the  cultivation  of  his  land  he  is  also  engaged  in 
dairying,  and  in  both  lines  is  meeting  with  well-de- 
served success. 

Our  subject's  grandfather,  Nathan  Wright,  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  was  a native  of  Litchfield 
county,  Conn.,  where  he  married.  His  children,  all 
now  deceased,  were  as  follows:  Ebenezer,  the  eld- 
est, was  born  September  9,  1795.  Abel,  born  Au- 
gust 16,  1798,  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  Polly, 
born  May  25,  1800,  never  married.  Moses,  born 
May  30,  1802,  married  Polly  Peet.  Ann,  born 
July  29,  1804,  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Peet,  and 
bad  four  children,  Romina,  Caroline,  Georgiana 
and  Daniel.  Lucinda,  born  October  4,  1806,  married 
Amos  Brooks,  and  had  one  son,  William,  who  was 
killed  in  the  Civil  war.  Sanford  was  born  October 
30,  1809.  Esther,  born  July  17,  1812,  was  the  wife 
of  Abijah  Peet.  Ruth,  born  February  18,  1815,  mar- 
ried Lyman  Brooks,  and  had  four  children,  Ros- 
well Oscar,  George,  Polly  Ann  and  Frank. 

Abel  Wright  was  born  in  Slocum  Hollow, 
Penn.,  where  the  city  of  Scranton  is  now  built,  .went 
with  his  parents  to  Connecticut,  and  when  a young 
man  returned  with  them  to  this  State,  locating  in 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county.  He  was  a cooper 
by  trade,  and  was  also  one  of  the  great  hunters  of 
Wayne  county.  He  married  Miss  Caroline  Peet, 
whose  father,  Daniel  Peet,  was  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Connecticut,  and  came  to  Wayne  county, 
settling  in  Salem  township,  when  but  two  or  three 
families  had  taken  up  land  within  the  township. 
The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  were 
as  follows : Eliza,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Ira  Bidwell,  a farmer  and  lumberman  of  Salem 
township ; Sylvia  is  the  widow  of  Samuel  Smith,  of 
the  same  township ; Rosalia,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  Leonard  Tracy,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Albert, 
now  living  near  Scranton,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn., 
was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and-  was  taken  pris- 
oner at  Cedar  Creek,  being  confined  in  Libby  prison 
and  afterward  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  where  in  com- 
pany with  10,000  he  was  nearly  starved  to  death, 
but  was  exchanged  in  1865  ; Eugene  H.,  the  young- 


est of  the  family,  is  our  subject.  Abel  Wright, 
the  father,,  died  February  15,  1880.  Eugene 
H.  Wright  was  born  July  3,  1843,  M Salem  town- 
ship, and  there  grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  the 
greater  part  of  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  locality,  but  completing  his  literary  training 
by  a short  attendance  at  the  Hollisterville  Academy. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  life  for  himself,  and 
a year  later  laid  aside  civil  pursuits  to  take  up  arms 
in  defense  of  the  Union.  On  February  24,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Third  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Reserve  Corps,  and  participated  in  the 
seven-days’  fight  before  Richmond,  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  including  Spottsylvania  and  Cold 
Harbor,  and  the  engagements  before  Petersburg. 
While  charging  on  the  earthworks  at  the  last  named 
he  was  twice  wounded,  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  remained  until  dis- 
charged from  the  service,  March  17,  1865.  For  a 
year  or  more  after  his  return  to  his  home  in  Salem 
township  he  was  unable  to  perform  any  manual 
labor. 

At  Honesdale,  Penn.,  April  14,  1869,  Mr. 
Wright  was  married,  by  Rev.  Leonard  Cole,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Hawker,  only  child  of  John  and  Sarah  (Rogers) 
Hawker.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Abram  and 
Mary  Hawker,  were  natives  of  Cornwall,  England, 
while  her  maternal  grandfather,  George  Rogers, 
wras  born  in  Maine.  Mrs.  Wright  was  born  Au- 
gust 4,  1848.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  come 
the  following  children : Charles  H.,  born  May  8, 

1870,  is  cashier  for  the  Wells-Fargo  Express  Co., 
at  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; Effie  D.,  born  March  29, 
1872,  was  educated  at  Waymart  Academy  and  the 
East  Stroudsburg  Normal  School,  and  is  now  a 
teacher  in  Salem  township ; Ida  May,  born  January 
17,  1874,  is  at  home,  and  is  engaged  as  a music 
teacher ; Clarence  E.,  born  December  19,  1875,  has 
been  employed  by  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co.,  but 
is  now  at  home;  John  Howard,  born  April  10,  1879, 
died  September  21,  1880;  Harold  H.,  born  February 
12,  1882,  and  Bertram  W.,  born  January  15,  1888, 
are  both  at  home. 

The  Republican  party  finds  in  Mr.  Wright  a 
stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  has  ac- 
ceptably served  on  the  election  board,  and  as  a 
school  director  for  eighteen  years.  Socially  he  is 
an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. 

ROBERT  E.  BAYLY.  The  picturesque  hills 
and  valleys  of  this  favored  region  afford  many 
’charming  residence  sites,  and  the  home  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  a well-known  resident  of 
Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  is  one  which  would 
attract  the  most  artistic  observer.  Within  as  well 
as  without  it  gives  evidence  of  taste  and  judicious 
use  of  abundant  means,  and  its  furnishings,  while 
luxurious,  are  in  perfect  keeping  with  a home  where 
refinement  and  culture  are  rated  above  mere  display. 
Mr.  Bayly  was  for  many  years  a prominent  business 
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man  of  this  section,  and  in  his  present  retired  life 
he  enjoys  the  esteem  of  a host  of  friends. 

Like  many  of  our  successful  citizens,  Mr.  Bayly 
is  a native  of  Cornwall,  England,  born  in  1826. 
1J  is  family  has  been  identified  with  that  locality  for 
generations,  and  his  father,  Richard  Bayly,  born  in 
1798,  remained  there  throughout  his  life,  being  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  connection  with  the  shoe- 
maker's trade.  He  died  in  1838,  leaving  a wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Grace  Bellamy,  and  live 
children.  The  family  came  to  America  in  1841,  and 
located  in  Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
the  mother  married,  for  her  second  husband,  Will- 
iam Tamblyn,  also  a native  of  England,  by  whom 
she  had  no  children.  They  resided  near  Beach 
Lake,  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county,  and  the 
mother  died  there  in  1886.  Of  the  live  children  of 
the  first  union,  ( 1 ) Samuel,  born  in  Cornwall  in 
1824,  was  educated  there,  and  after  coming  to 
Wayne  county  engaged  in  contracting  and  building, 
which  he  followed  until  his  death,  in  1853.  He 
was  unmarried.  (2)  Robert  E.,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below.  (3)  Abraham,  born 
in  1828,  in  Cornwall,  learned  the  tailor’s  trade  in 
his  youth,  and  since  coming  to  Wayne  county  has 
continued  to  follow  it  successfully.  He  is  not  mar- 
ried, and  resides  with  his  brothef  Robert  E.  (4) 
Thomas  B.,  born  in  1830,  in  Cornwall,  was  edu- 
cated partly  in  his  native  country  and  partly  in  the 
public  schools  of  Honesdale.  He  married  Miss 
Caroline  Triverton,  of  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  soon  afterward  bought  a farm  and 
made  his  permanent  home.  He  died  there  a few 
years  ago,  leaving  no  children ; his  wife  survives 
him.  (5)  Elizabeth  A.,  born  in  1833,  in  Cornwall, 
has  never  married,  and  during  her  mother’s  life  re- 
sided with  her  in  Berlin  township,  where  she  is  still 
living. 

Robert  E.  Bayly  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  place,  and  after  coming  to  Wayne 
county  he  began  to  learn  the  cabinet  maker’s  trade 
with  Alanson  Blood,  of  Honesdale,  with  whom  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  six  years.  In  1849  he 
engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  in  the 
borough  of  Honesdale,  but  failing  health  compelled 
him  to  give  it  up  after  a few  years.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  the  boat-building  business  with  an  uncle, 
Thomas  Ham,  and  continued  thus  about  twenty 
years,  meeting  with  marked  success,  but  he  has  since 
retired  from  active  business.  He  has  always  taken 
an  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  at  times  has  held 
local  office,  serving  as  constable  and  school  driector  in 
I exas  township,  and  he  is  a strong  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  also 
prominent  in  religious  work,  he  and  his  family  being 
leading  members  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  at 
Honesdale.  ^ At  one  time  he  was  connected  with 
tne_  Sons  of  Temperance,  but  at  present  does  no 
active  work  in  the  cause  of  reform. 

In  1850  Mr.  Bayly  married  Miss  Ellen  J.  Kim- 
ble, daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Prudence  Kim- 
ble, who  came  from  Connecticut  at  an  early  day 


and  were  prominent  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
along  the  Lackawaxen.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
he  purchased  real  estate  near  Honesdale,  on  the 
Texas  township  side  of  the  river,  which  he  after- 
ward sold,  and  in  1873  he  built  his  present  beautiful 
residence  near  the  silk  mill,  in  the  same  township. 
He  and  his  wife  have  had  twelve  children,  of  whom 
seven  are  now  living : ( 1 ) Miss  Adaline  K.  was  edu- 
cated in  Honesdale,  and  is  now  an  accomplished  and 
popular  member  of  the  best  social  circles  of  that 
town.  She  is  a communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  devotes  much  time  to  Church  and  Sun- 
day-school work.  (2)  Benjamin  F.,  who  resides 
near  his  father  upon  property  belonging  to  the  lat- 
ter, learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  his  boyhood,  and 
is.  now  engaged  in  the  building  business,  making  a 
specialty  of  the  building  of  elevators.  He  married 
Miss  Katie  Stephen,  of  Honesdale,  and  they  have 
had  four  children,  Walter,  Grace,  Benjamin  F.  and 
Carlotta.  (3)  Robert  E.,  Jr.,  a farmer  in  Berlin 
township,  Wayne  county,  married  Miss  Eva  Will- 
iams, of  that  township,  and  they  have  had  four  sons, 
Roy,  Ray,  Floyd  and  Charles.  (4)  Miss  Minnie 
Grace  received  a good  classical  education  in  the 
schools  of  Honesdale,  and  like  her  sister  is  prom- 
inent in  society  and  in  Church  and  Sunday-school 
work.  ,(5)  William  T.  was  born  at  the  present 
homestead,  and  is  now  employed  in  the  Penwarden 
factory.  (6)  J.  Marshall,  a resident  of  Tracyville, 
Wayne  county,  married  Miss  Barbara  Blockberger,  of 
Honesdale,  and  they  have  had  three  children,  Robert 
C,  Helen  and  Marguerite.  (7)  Clarence  A.,  who 
was  born  in  Tracyville,  resides  at  home,  and  con- 
tributes greatly  to  the  comfort  of  his  parents  by  his 
thoughtful  care. 

JENNINGS  FAMILY.  The  Jennings  fam- 
ily has  been  identified  with  the  history  of  Wayne 
county  for  almost  a century,  and  its  various  mem- 
bers have  won  for  the  name  an  enviable  distinction 
by  their  sterling  worth.  They  endured  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  incident  to  pioneer  life, 
and  by  their  earnest  labors  assisted  in  establishing 
one  of  the  foremost  counties  in  this  great  com- 
monwealth. Tradition  says  that  the  family  orig- 
inally came  from  England  in  Colonial  days,  and  lo- 
cated in  Connecticut. 

Jonathan  Jennings  was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn., 
March  26,  1764,  and  when  a young  man  came  to 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  purchasing  a tract  of  wood- 
land near  the  present  site  of  the  Wayne  Countv 
Fair  grounds.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Rachel  Schoonover,  who  was  born  July  30, 
1774,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  several  chil- 
dren, Henry  being  the  eldest ; Ephraim,  bora  April 
28,  1810,  died  in  April,  1882;  Alvira,  born  Octo- 
ber 5,  1812,  married  F.  D.  Thayer  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ; the  others  died  in  infancy.  Jonathan  Jen- 
nings served  faithfully  as  a soldier  in  the  Conti- 
nental army.  He  was  a very  devout  man,  and  helped 
to  found  the  Baptist  Church  of  Bethany,  Penn.,, 
to  which  faith  his  descendants  have  adhered. 


HENRY  JENNINGS 
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Of  this  family,  Henry  Jennings,  was  born 
in  Dyberrv  township,  Wayne  county,  October  12, 
1802,  and  received  his  early  training  in  the  Dyberry 
district  schools.  He  became  an  extensive  farmer 
and  lumberman  in  his  native  township,  and  one  of 
the  numerous  ponds  in  that  locality  still  bears  the 
family  name.  At  Bethany  Henry  Jennings  was 
married  in  1832,  by  Rev.  Lyman  Richardson,  to 
Miss  Mary  Law,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Law,  a na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  where  his  parents  spent  their 
entire  lives.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings  were  born 
three  daughters : Lucy  Ann,  and  Adeline  Lucretia, 
living  to  gether  upon  the  old  homestead ; and  El- 
vira Minerva,  the  wife  of  John  Welsh,  a wholesale 
merchant  of  Rock  Island,  111.;  she  has  three  chil- 
dren, Allen,  Mary  and  Harry.  Henry,  who  has 
a fruit  ranch  at  Peoria,  Arizona,  married  Bessie 
Webber,  and  has  two  children,  Theodore  and  Ma- 
bel. The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  May  12,  1801,  died  in  Dyberry 
township,  Wayne  county,  April  21,  1858,  and  the 
father  passed  away  April  2,  1872,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  them.  Politically  he  was 
a Democrat,  and  he  most  creditably  served  in  all 
of  the  township  offices.  For  thirty  years  he  was 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  supervisor  for  a num- 
ber of  terms.  He  also  was  trustee  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Northern  Pennsylvania,  at  Bethany,  and 
was  greatly  interested  in  matters  of  education. 

Ephraim  Jennings,  son  of  Jonathan  Jennings, 
made  his  home  with  his  brother  Henry,  with  whom 
he  was  engaged  in  business.  He  never  married, 
and  after  his  brother's  death  continued  to  make  his 
home  there  until  his  death,  in  April,  1882. 
He  was  known  as  “Uncle  Ephraim”  in  all  the  coun- 
try around,  and  his  genial  disposition  made  him  a 
welcome  visitor  to  any  neighboring  fireside. 

MRS.  CAROLINE  LAMM,  residing  in  Dre- 
her  township,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  most 
highly-respected  and  honored  families  of  Wayne 
county.  Her  paternal  grandparents  were  J.  and 
Susie  Rickel,  who  had  four  children:  Mark,  the 
father  of  our  subject;  Caroline  and  Catherine,  both 
residents  of  Hoboken,  N.  J. ; and  Rosanna,  who 
died  in  Germany.  The  grandfather  also  died  in  that 
country,  and  there  the  grandmother  was  again  mar- 
ried, August  24,  1853,  her  second  union  being  with 
David  Hecker,  who  found  a pleasant  home  with 
Mrs.  Lamm  until  his  death,  on  August  17,  1898; 
his  wife  died  in  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county, 
in  1889.  He  was  a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  and 
a son  of  David  and  Barbara  (Havler)  Hecker.  In 
joined  the  Union  army,  serving  for  four  years  in 
June,  1861,  he  came  to  America,  and  soon  afterward 
Company  D,  45th  New  York  Cavalry,  and  partici- 
pating in  some  of  the  most  severe  battles  of  the  war. 
At  Gettysburg  he  was  twice  wounded. 

Mark  Rickel  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
July  10,  1831,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  being 
given  a soldier’s  education  while  serving  for  six 
years  in  the  German  army.  In  July,  1858,  he  ar- 
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rived  in  the  United  States,  after  a voyage  of  forty- 
eight  days  on  the  Atlantic.  He  also  manifested  his 
love  for  his  adopted  country  by  enlisting,  in  1861, 
for  three  years,  in  Company  H,  4th  New  York  Cav- 
alry, under  command  of  Phil.  Sheridan,  and  saw 
considerable  fighting  on  the  Peninsula.  He  is  now 
an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, and  is  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics.  In 
Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  he  was  married, 
September  13,  1865,  by  Rev.  Thomas  Harpin,  to 
Miss  Harriet  Krouse,  who  was  born  in  that  town- 
ship, a daughter  of  John  and  Olyvia  (Alteman) 
Krouse,  the  former  a native  of  Germany,  the  latter 
of  Northampton  county,  Penn.  Mrs.  Rickel  de- 
parted this  life  in  February,  1876,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren : Caroline,  whose  name  introduces  this  review ; 
and  Emma,  wife  of  George  Emery,  of  Greene  town- 
ship, Pike  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

On  March  7.  1889,  in  New  Jersey,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  George  William  Lamm  and 
Miss  Caroline  Rickel,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
by  Rev.  Amzi  L.  Smith.  Two  children  blessed  this 
union:  Albert  David,  born  June  8,  1890,  and  Leon 
William,  born  January  8,  1892. 

Mr.  Lamm  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Penn., 
March  28,  1863,  a son  of  John  G.  and  Margaret 
(Erbach)  Lamm,  natives  of  Germany.  They  were 
married  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and  there  made 
their  home  while  the  father  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  but 
afterward  removed  to  Pike  county,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  Both  died  in 
Greene  township,  that  county.  Their  children  were  : 
J.  C.,  a farmer  and  carpenter  of  Dreher  township ; 
Catherine,  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Eva,  wife 
of  J.  R.  Brown,  of  that  place ; Sophia,  wife  of  M. 
N.  Dickson,  a stationary  engineer  of  Tobyhanna, 
Monroe  county ; Mary,  wife  of  Emil  Hugnine,  a 
farmer  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county;  Emma, 
wife  of  John  Compton,  foreman  in  a mill  at  Scran- 
ton ; George  W. ; Ida  and  Ella,  twins,  the  former 
of  whom  lives  in  Scranton,  and  the  latter  died  in  in- 
fancy; Peter,  who  married  Susan  Warclale,  of  Lack- 
awanna county,  Penn.,  and  lives  in  Scranton ; and 
Edith,  who  died  in  infancy.  On  reaching  man’s  es- 
tate, George  W.  Lamm  began  farming  in  Pike  coun- 
ty, but  soon  after  his  marriage  came  to  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  at 
the  early  age  of  thirty-four  years.  While  assist- 
ing in  the  removal  of  a barn  in  Greene  township,  he 
was  accidentally  killed,  February  18,  1897.  He  was 
widely  and  favorably  known,  and  left  many  friends, 
as  well  as  his  immediate  family,  to  mourn  his  un- 
timely death.  Politically  he  was  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  socially  affiliated  with  Anthony 
Wayne  Council  No.  228,  of  Newfoundland,  while 
religiously  he  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Mo- 
ravian Church  at  that  place,  to  which  his  wife  also 
belongs.  Like  her  husband  she  has  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  her. 
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COMMODORE  D.  SANDS  is  one  of  the 
busiest,  most  energetic  and  most  enterprising  men 
of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  carrying  on  oper- 
ations along  several  different  lines,  and  meeting 
with  excellent  success  in  his  undertakings.  He  is 
a native  of  Wayne  county,  born  at  Balds  Eddy,  and 
is  a son  of  Decatur  and  Bertha  (Cartwright)  Sands. 

Decatur  Sands  was  born  March  I,  1818,  in 
Delaware  county,  N.  Y a son  of  Richard  and  Chloe 
Sands,  of  Long  Island,  who  died  in  New  York. 
After  his  marriage  lie  came  to  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  followed  the  occupations 
of  lumbering  and  farming,  and  there,  in  1856,  pur- 
chased 200  acres  of  land,  of  which  forty  acres  had 
been  cleared.  To  its  further  development  and  im- 
provement he  and  our  subject  devoted  their  ener- 
gies, and  erected  thereon  a commodious  two-story 
residence  and  large  barn,  sixty  feet  square,  with  an 
addition  sixty  by  fourteen  feet.  There  the  father 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  called  to  his  final 
rest,  January  15,  1897;  the  mother  died  April  10, 
1896.  For  over  half  a century  they  had  traveled 
life’s  journey  together,  having  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  in  1888.  They  had  four  children, 
of  whom  (1)  George  H.,  born  at  Balds  Eddy,  June 
15,  1840,  married  Almeda  Ledgyard,  of  Pleasant 
Mount,  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  Hiram  Ledg- 
yard, a wealthy  citizen  of  that  place.  They  lived 
in  Scott  township,  where  he  engaged  in  lumbering 
until  his  death,  in  1890.  The  two  children,  Annie 
C.  and  Ord  L.,  live  with  their  mother  in  Peckville, 
Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.  (2)  Lydia  A.,  born  at 
Balds  Eddy,  December  6,  1842,  was  educated  in  the 
high  schools  of  Prompton  and  Iiones'dale,  Wayne 
county,  and  followed  teaching  for  a number  of 
years.  On  June  16,  1869,  she  married  Montellas 
Moore,  of  Balds  Eddy,  by  whom  she  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Susie  L.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Moore  lived 
for  a time  in  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  from  there  moved  to 
West  Virginia,  where  he  served  as  foreman  for  the 
lumber  firm  of  Horton  & Dallas  until  1891,  and  then 
went  to  Fort  Morgan,  Colo.,  where  he  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  banking  business.  (3)  Richard  N., 
born  in  A'Vayne  county,  July  14,  1846,  finished  his 
education  in  the  high  schools  of  Walton  and  Han- 
cock, and  is  now  engaged  in  the  insurance  business 
in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  was  married  October 
J7>  XS74>  to  Ruth  Fletcher,  of  Haine’s  Corners, 
Wayne  county. 

On  his  present  farm  Commodore  D.  Sands 
early  became  familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  pur- 
chased his  brother  Richard’s  interest  in  the  old 
homestead,  and  has  greatly  improved  the  place, 
making  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  of  Scott 
township.  Of  late  years  he  has  devoted  considera- 
ble attention  to  lumbering  and  dairying,  and  since 
1889  lias  been  interested  in  the  stone  quarry  busi- 
ness, shipping  his  stone  from  Sands  Switch,  on  the 
Delaware  river  and  the  Erie  railroad.  He  is  a wide- 
awake, progressive  man,  of  more  than  ordinary 


business  ability,  and  the  success  that  he  has  achieved 
is  certainly  well  deserved. 

Mr.  Sands  was  married,  December  31,  1878,  to 
Miss  Rosie  D.  Searles,  of  Honesdale,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, who  had  been  one  of  the  successful  teachers  in 
the  public  schools, and  is  a cultured  and  refined  lady. 
Her  parents,  William  and  Sarah  Searles,  are  natives 
of  Cornwall,  England,  who  at  an  early  day  crossed 
the  Atlantic  and  became  residents  of  Wayne  county. 
They  are  now  living  retired  in  Carbondale,  Penn. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sands  have  four  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : William 

R.,  September  15,  1880;  Sarah  B.,  October  3,  1881 ; 
George  Everell  January  21,  1883  ; and  Carl  E.,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1884.  They  have  been  provided  with 
good  school  privileges.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Sands  is  a Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  he  and 
his  wife  are  Presbyterians.  Their  home  is  noted 
far  and  wide  for  its  generous  hospitality,  and  the 
friends  of  the  family  are  legion. 

CHARLES  C.  SPENCER.  Among  the  sub- 
stantial and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Wayne 
county,  whose  names  are  scattered  through  the  pages 
of  this  volume,  none  is  more  worthy  of  mention  than 
Mr.  Spencer,  who  devotes  his  energies  to  the  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  his  fine  farm  of  100 
acres  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  conveniently  situ- 
ated only  two  miles  from  the  village  of  that  name.' 
In  his  labors  he  has  met  with  prosperity,  and  also 
gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  those  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  either  in  business  or 
social  life. 

On  the  family  homestead  in  Wayne  county,  Mr. 
Spencer  was  born  February  26,  1841,  a son  of  Philo 
C.  Spencer,  and  grandson  of  Ezra  and  Eliza 
(Clark)  Spencer,  both  natives  of  Connecticut,  the 
■former  born  in  Hartford.  During  the  pioneer  epoch 
of  this  region  they  came  to  Wayne  county,  where 
the  grandftaher  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  Philo  C.  Spencer  was  born  in 
1818,  in  Wayne  county,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  followed  carpentering  and 
wagonmaking  as  a life  work.  He  married  Miss 
Lucy  Ann  Simonds,  a representative  of  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  families  of  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  in  all  the  relations  of 
life  has  been  found  true  and  faithful  to  every  trust 
reposed  in  him. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Charles  C.  Spencer 
early  became  familiar  with  farm  work  in  its  various 
departments,  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  most 
thorough  and  systematic  agriculturists  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township.  During  his  boyhood  and  youth  he 
attended  the  public  schools,  *and  also  clerked  in  a 
store  to  some  extent.  In  1865  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Antoinette  Hall,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Wayne  county,  and  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  prior  to  her  marriage. 
Her  father,  Zenas  AY.  Flail,  was  a native  of  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  her  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden 
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name  of  Selina  Hoe,  was  a niece  of  Richart  Hoe,  the 
great  inventor.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  were 
born  seven  children:  (i)  Fred  H.,  born  August  8, 
1866,  is  a steam  fitter  by  occupation;  (2)  Lizzie  S., 
born  April  1,  1868,  died  May  10,  1873;  (3)  Emma 
J.,  born  January  25,  1870,  is  a music  teacher  in 
Hornellsville,  N.  Y. ; (4)  Lottie  A.,  born  July  31, 
1873,  is  a graduate  of  the  East  Stroudsburg  Normal 
School;  (5)  Katie  E.,  born  June  6,  1875,  died  Oc- 
tober 14,  1890;  (6)  Anna  M.  was  born  December 
14,  1877;  and  (7)  Bessie  M.  was  born  April  5,  1880. 
Mrs.  Spencer,  who  was  an  affectionate  wife  and 
mother,  a kind  neighbor  and  a good  Christian 
woman,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  de- 
parted this  life  in  August,  1891,  and  her  death  was 
widely  and  deeply  mourned.  On  September  12, 
1899,  Mr.  Spencer  married,  for  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Emma  C.  Blandin.  He  takes  an  active  and 
commendable  interest  in  whatever  tends  to  promote 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives,  and  is  therefore  numbered  among 
its  most  valued  and  useful  citizens,  one  who  com- 
mands the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

JAMES  ORR,  an  old-time  agriculturist  of 
large  experience,  is  now  numbered  among  the  elderly 
residents  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  is  held  in  that  reverence  and  respect  tacitly 
accorded  those  whose  lives  have  been  distinguished 
by  integrity  and  usefulness. 

A native  of  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  Mr.  Orr 
was  born  January  2,  1S19,  a son  of  James  Orr,  also 
a native  of  that  county,  where  the  paternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject,  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Mc- 
Knight)  Orr,  spent  their  entire  lives.  Their  chil- 
dren were  James,  Joseph,  John,  Catherine,  Sarah 
and  Belle.  Of  these,  James  Orr,  our  subject’s 
father,  took  up  the  occupation  of  farming  as  a life 
work, but  he  was  often  called  upon  to  accept  positions 
of  public  trust  in  Ireland,  and  after  coming  to  this 
country  had  the  construction  of  the  State  peniten- 
tiary, the  marine  hospital  and  the  United  States 
mint,  at  Philadelphia.  He  married  Miss  Catherine 
Ralston,  a lady  of  refinement  and  education,  and  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (King)  Ralston, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children : James,  of  this 
sketch;  and  John,  who  was  born  in  1821  and  died 
in  1887.  In  1820  the  family  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  living  for  some  years  in  Philadelphia,  and 
in  1833  taking  up  their  residence  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  where  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  the  father 
developed  a farm,  after  erecting  a log  house  upon 
his  place.  He  operated  his  farm'  with  two  yoke  of 
oxen.  He  died  at  the  a*ge  of  seventy-four  years, 
the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

James  Orr  was  a lad  of  two  years  when  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the 
United  States.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the 
schools  of  Philadelphia.  During  early  life  he 
clerked  in  a store  for  three  years,  but  the  greater 
part  of  his  time  and  attention  has  always  been  given 


to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  two  fine  farms  in  Damascus  township,  one  of  121 
acres  and  another  of  182  acres,  which  are  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved  with 
good  buildings. 

In  September,  1851,  Mr.  Orr  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  McClintock,  also  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  and  a daughter  of  James  and  M. 
(Ralston)  McClintock.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  born  three  children:  James  Iv.,  who  married 
Belle  Curley,  and  resides  in  Damascus  township ; 
Catherine,  wife  of  James  Blair,  of  the  same  town- 
ship; and  John  L.  (living  on  the  old  homestead  with 
our  subject),  who  married  Josephine  Millks,  by 
whom  he  had  one  child.  Mrs.  Orr  departed  this 
life  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  Although 
over  eighty  years  of  age  Mr.  Orr  is  still  hale  and 
hearty  after  years  of  pioneer  life,  and  bids  fair  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labor  for  many  years  to  come. 
He  is  frank  and  genial  in  manner,  and  is  in  every 
way  a worthy  citizen  of  the  land  of  his  adoption. 
His  political  support  is  always  given  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a Presbyterian. 

CHARLES  H.  MILLS,  coal  agent  and  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  Ariel,  Wayne  county,  is  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  refers  with  pride  to  the 
fact  that  several  of  his  ancestors  fought  for  liberty 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Col.  John  Mills,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
a patriot  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a 
polished  gentleman,  of  neat  personal  appearance,  al- 
ways carrying  a pocket  mirror  in  his  hat  to  see  that 
he  was  “in  trim.”  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  too,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, serving  as  a corporal  and  sergeant.  He  was 
of  Scotch  descent,  and  was  pYoud  of  the  name  he 
bore.  He  reared  a large  family,  and  used  to  say, 
jokingly,  that  none  were  ever  in  a criminal  prison. 
His  descendants,  in  all  their  various  occupations  of 
life,  were  of  the  best  class  of  people  in  their  respect- 
ive communities. 

John  Mills,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
at  Old  Hadley,  in  Hampshire  county,  Mass.,  where 
he  owned  a frame  house  and  about  eight  acres  of 
land ; he  also  owned  about  twelve  acres  in  Hocka- 
num  Meadows,  which  lay  along  the  Connecticut 
river,  giving  him  a small  interest  in  the  shad  fishing 
waters.  The  land  was  a veritable  garden  spot,  and 
its  close  proximity  to  the  village  made  it  valuable. 
He  married  ITannah  Buckman,  of  Hadley,  and  in 
1814  moved  with  his  family,  which  was  then  small, 
to  New  York,  where  he  purchased  a farm  from  his 
brother  Edward.  Remaining  on  this  until  1820. 
he  moved  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and 
there  for  a time  lived  on  a rented  farm,  mak- 
ing another  move,  to  near  Dundaff,  where  he  farmed 
for  a period.  I11  1823  he  settled  in  the  woods  on  a 
tract  of  wdld  land  located  three  miles  west  of  the 
present  site  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  then  known  as 
“Ragged  Island.”  This  land  he  purchased,  mak- 
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ing  a clearing  and  building  a small  log  house  into 
which  he  at  once  moved  his  family,  and  began  the 
work  of  clearing  and  improving  a farm.  His  family 
bv  that  time  had  increased  to  seven  in  number. 
Their  only  neighbor  was  a man  by  the  name  of  Nor- 
ton, who  lived  one  mile  distant.  1 he  now  nourish- 
ing city  of  Carbondale  was  then  a place  of  two  log 
houses.  John  Mills  died  in  1840,  aged  sixty-three 
years,  and  his  wife  in  1846,  aged  sixty-five  years; 
both  were  buried  in  the  Carbondale  cemetery.  They 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  lheir  chil- 
dren were:  (1)  J lieodore  (deceased)  was  a farmer 
of  Carbondale  township,  Luzerne  county.  (2)  Ed- 
ward (deceased)  lived  in  New  York  City,  and  there 
died.  He  was  a broker,  a man  of  means,  and  prom- 
inent in  business  circles.  He  was  the  first  man  to 
contract  with  the  United  States  Government  to  carry 
the  mails  from  this  country  to  Europe,  in  1845  coj1_ 
tracting  to  make,  twenty  trips  per  year,  and  he  built 
several  vessels  for  that  purpose.  In  1848  he  formed 
a company  and  started  an  opposition  line  of  boats 
to  those  operating  in  the  Pacific  waters  to  San 
Francisco.  (3)  John  was  drowned  at  the  age  of 
five  years.  (4)  Mary  died  in  infancy.  (5)  Sam- 
uel, a blacksmith  by  occupation,  died  at  Carbondale, 
Penn.  (6)  Abial  B.,  a merchant  of  New  York,  died 
in  Washington  Heights,  N.  Y.  (7)  Dwight,  who 
for  years  was  engaged  in  railroading,  died  at  Lake 
Ariel,  Penn.,  December  24,  1894.  (8)  William  was 

a sailing  master  in  the  employ  of  his  brother  Ed- 
ward, on  the  steamer  “Uncle  Sam.”  During  the 
Civil  war  he  was  acting  master  of  the  United  States 
gunboat  “Pembino.”  (9)  Mary  J.  married  Capt. 
Henry  Randall,  master  of  the  steamer  “Yankee 
Blade,”  belonging  to  Edward  Mills.  (10)  Charles 
H.  is  our  subject. 

Charles  H.  Mills  was  born  January  22,  1826, 
in  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna)  county,  Penn.,  and 
remained  on  the  home  farm  until  a short  time  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  went  to  attend 
school  at  the  Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston,  Penn. 
In  less  than  a year  thereafter  he  went  to  New  York, 
intending  to  go  to  work  on  a vessel  for  his  brother 
Edward,  but  on  his  arrival  in  that  city  found  the 
vessel  had  departed,  so  he  became  employed  in  a 
grocery  store  with  his  brother  A.  B.  Later  he  em- 
barked in  that  line  for  himself,  continuing  until 
1849,  when  he  disposed  of  his  business.  On  De- 
cember 16,  1849,  he  started  on  a voyage  through 
the  straits  of  Magellan,  and  was  out  one  year  when 
he  went  aboard  of  a river  boat  at  Panama  Bay. 
For  three  years  he  was  assistant  clerk  and  general 
utility  man  on  a steamboat  that  ran  between  San 
Francisco  and  Sacramento.  In  1853  he  returned 
to  New  York  City,  taking  the  position  of  storekeeper 
on  the  steamship  “Uncle  Sam,”  of  E.  Mills’  “Inde- 
pendent Line  from  Panama  to  San  Francisco,”  made 
a second  trip  through  the  straits  of  Magellan,  re- 
maining until  1857  on  the  Pacific  coast.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  service  he  returned  to  New  York, 
and  for  two  years  was  engaged  in  the  business  of 
general  supplies  for  vessels.  In  i860  he  went  to 


Ariel,  Penn.,  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.,  as  a measurer  of  lumber,  and  was  so  employed 
for  fifteen  years,  excepting  while  in  the  United 
States  service  during  the  Civil  war.  Since  the 
extension  of  the  Erie  & Wyoming  railroad  to  Lake 
Ariel  he  has  been  coal  agent  at  that  point.  It  may 
be  stated  here  that  Mr.  Mills  is  also  quite  exten- 
sively engaged  in  bee  culture. 

On  September  16,  1864,  Mr.  Mills  enlisted  in 
Company  M (Capt.  Rogers),  15th  N.  Y.  Vol.  En- 
gineers, under  command  of  Col.  Wesley  Brainerd, 
and  served  faithfully  until  discharged,  with  the  rank 
of  sergeant,  June  13,  1865.  , He  was  stationed  at 
City  Point,  Va.,  and  took  part  in  some  of  the 
maneuvers  about  Petersburg.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  George  Davenport  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Gravity.  Mr.  Mills  is  identified  with  the  M.  E. 
Church.  He  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  vari- 
ous official  capacities,  among  them  as  school  director 
for  eleven  years,  during  six  of  which  he  was  treas- 
urer of  the  board.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

On  October  24,  1855,  a t San  Francisco,  Cal., 
our  subject  was  married  to  Mary  A.  Crawford,  and 
to  their  union  have  come  children  as  follows ; Charles 
H.,  Jr.,  born  August  7,  1856,  at  San  Francisco,  died 
January  14,  i860,  and  was  buried  in  Greenwood 
cemetery,  New  York.  Frank,  born  August  25, 
1857,  married  Frances  Smith,  and  is  a brakeman 
on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad. 
Myron,  born  at  New  York  City,  February  19,  1859, 
died  January  5,  i860.  Isaac,  bom  at  Ariel  May 
26,  1861,  married  Myrtle  Hathaway,  and  resides 
at  Bairdstown,  Wood  Co.,  Ohio.  Butler,  born  Sep- 
tember 25,  1862,  died  February  22,  1871,  and  is 
buried  in  Dyberry  cemetery.  Herbert,  born  June  19, 
1865,  died  February  21,  1871.  Theodore,  born  Oc- 
tober 25,  1867,  is  a captain  in  service  in  the  New 
York  harbor.  L.  Agnes,  born  June  28,  1869,  mar- 
ried A.  R.  Braunl'ick,  M.  D.,  of  New  York  City, 
September  3,  1898.  Wilfred  B.,  born  February  6, 
1871,  was  married  July  25,  1898,  to  Kate  S.  Ivellam  ; 
he  is  a machinist  by  trade.  The  mother  of  this 
family  was  born  April  24,  1834,  in  New  York  City, 
a daughter  of  Isaac  and  Ann  (Fitzgerald)  Craw- 
ford, natives  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  and  New  York 
City,  respectively.  He  died  October  26,  1835,  in 
New  York,  aged  thirty-two  years,  and  she  died  in 
California  in  1865.  ihe  paternal  grandparents  of 
Mrs.  Charles  H.  Mills,  Silas  and  Hannah  (Odell) 
Crawford,  were  residents  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.  He 
and  all  his  brothers  were  soldiers  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution. 

CALVIN  UTTER,  a t leading  blacksmith  and 
prominent  business  man  of  Starrucca,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, was  one  of  the  valiant  soldiers  of  the  Civil  war, 
fighting  for  the  country  which  his  grandfather  as- 
sisted in  freeing  as  a soldier  of  the  Revolution.  He 
was  born  at  Harpersfield,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
1843,  a son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Sawyer)  Utter, 
in  whose  family  were  fifteen  children,  namely : Dan- 
iel, John,  Abigail,  Henry,  Alfred,  Roxy,  Mary,  Jo- 
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seph,  Edward,  Silas,  Sarah,  Susan,  Calvin,  James 
K.  and  Benjamin.  Of  these  Alfred  was  also  a 
Union  soldier  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  first  seven- 
teen years  of  his  life  in  the  county  of  his  nativity, 
acquiring  his  education  in  its  public  schools,  and 
then  went  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
worked  at  the  blacksmith’s  trade  until  the  Civil  war 
broke  out.  In  June,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  6th  P.  R.  V.  C.,  with  which  regiment  he  served 
’ until  discharged,  September  17,  1862,  under  a gen- 
eral order  to  enlist  in  Company  C,  5th  U.  S.  Artil- 
lery, for  the  remainder  of  his  three-years’  term.  On 
February  17,  1864,  he  re-enlisted  in  the  last-named 
command,  remaining  in  the  service  until  discharged 
on  February  17,  1867.  He  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Drainesville,  the  seven  days’  fight  on  the  Penin- 
sula, the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  and  the  engagements  at  South  Mountain, 
Antietam  and  Gettysburg,  followed  by  the  riot  in 
New  York  City.  Later  he  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Fredericksburg,  Spottsylvania,  the  Wilderness, 
Petersburg  and  Hatcher's  Run.  After  the  surren- 
der of  Lee,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Fortress 
Monroe,  where  they  guarded  Rebel  officers,  and 
while  there  often  saw  Jefferson  Davis  during  his 
imprisonment.  Mr.  Utter  received  his  final  dis- 
charge at  Fortress  Monroe,  leaving  the  army  with 
the  rank  of  sergeant. 

On  January  1,  1867,  Mr.  Utter  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  C.  Toping,  of  Elizabeth 
City,  Va.,  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Martha 
Toping,  of  that  State,  and  four  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  namely:  Viola  V.,  now  the  wife  of 
Obid  Sampson,  of  Starrucca ; John  L.,  who  is  de- 
ceased ; Oddie  Garfield,  who  is  engaged  in  business 
with  his  father ; and  Clarence  L. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Utter  located  at  Stevens 
Point,  Susquehanna  county,  and  in  1872  came  to 
Starrucca,  Wayne  county.  He  has  always  engaged 
successfully  in  general  blacksmithing  and  wagon 
making,  and  being  one  of  the  best  mechanics  in  this 
line  in  the  county,  enjoys  an  excellent  trade.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a charter  member  of  Oliver  Mumford 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is  past  commander,  and 
he  also  affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Honor.  His  political 
support  is  given  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has 
served  as  constable,  overseer  of  the  poor,  school 
director  and  collector,  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  Honor- 
able and  upright  in  all  things,  he  commands  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact,  either  in  business  or  social  life. 

CHARLES  W.  BOGERT,  one  of  the  leading 
and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Paradise  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
May  11,  1854,  a son  of  James  S.  and  Harriet  J. 
Bogert,  wdio  were  also  prominent  residents  of  Para- 
dise towmship.  The  father  was  born  February  10, 
1827,  a son  of  Gilbert  and  Elizabeth  Bogert,  of 


Brooklyn.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  J.  Ray,  a 
native  of  the  same  city.  There  he  followed  the 
cooper’s  trade  until  January,  1878,  when  he  came 
to  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  locating  near  Swiftwater, 
in  Paradise  township,  where  he  is  still  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  Since  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  he  has  been  one  of  its  stanch 
supporters,  and  since  early  life  he  and  his  wife  have 
been  sincere  and  devout  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

To  them  were  born  nine  children,  five  sons  and 
four  daughters,  six  of  whom  are  still  living,  George 
W.,  Harriet  E.  and  Carrie  having  all  died  in  child- 
hood: (1)  Julia  S.,  born  in  Freehold,  N.  J.,  in  De- 
cember, 1856,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  married  Isaac  Whitman, 
of  that  city,  where  they  continued  to  reside  for 
some  years.  They  then  came  to  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  on  account  of  his  declining  health,  and  here 
he  died  leaving  his  young  wife  with  three  children : 
Charles  B.,  Laura  E.  and  Edwin  M.  Subsequently 
she  wedded  Freeman  Heller,  of  Swiftwater,  Mon- 
roe county,  who  is  now  engaged  in  carpenter  work 
in  Paradise  township,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children:  George  C.,  Maud  FI.  and  James  B. 
(2)  Frank  H.,  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  May,  1859, 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn,  and  now  resides  in  Dunmore,  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
Erie  & Wyoming  Railroad  Company.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Hobday,  of  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Frank.  (3)  Elizabeth  F.,  born  in 
New  Jersey,  October  5,  1861,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Brooklyn,  and  married  Andrew  L. 
Rowe,  of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  who 
is  now  engaged  in  lumbering  at  Gouldsboro,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  They  have  had  three  children,  Charles 
and  Alva  living,  and  Maud  E.,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. (4)  Arthur  J.,  born  in  Brooklyn,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1865,  married  Emma  Schick,  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  is  now  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  near 
Swiftwater.  They  have  four  children : Ethel, 

George,  Edna  and  Evelyn.  (5)  William  G.,  born  in 
New  Sharon,  N.  J.,  in  December,  1870,  attended 
school  in  Brooklyn  and  also  in  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  and  now  owns  and  operates  a fine  farm  in 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county.  He  married  Miss 
Lydia,  daughter  of  Peter  Heller,  of  the  same  coun- 
ty, and  they  have  three  sons : H.  Sterling,  Harry 
E.  and  Leon. 

Charles  W.  Bogert,  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
was  principally  educated'  in  the  schools  of  Brook- 
lyn and  New  York  City,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. When  a boy  he  entered  the  employ  of  J. 
B.  Spelman  & Son,  wholesale  dealers  in  fancy 
goods,  remaining  with  that  firm  as  clerk  for  thir- 
teen years.  The  following  two  years  he  was  gen- 
eral buyer  of  fancy  goods  for  Butler  Pitkin  & Co., 
and  in  1882  became  connected  with  Levi  Brothers’ 
importing  house,  where  he  remained  for  four  years. 
Subsequently  he  was  wholesale  buyer  for  the  whole- 
sale firm  of  F.  G.  Ferris  & Co. 
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In  December,  1877,  Mr.  Bogert  married  Miss 
Nettie  J.  Casper,  of  Brooklyn,  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  Bernard  and  Alida  Caspei,  of  that  city, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Rotterdam,  Holland, 
and  when  young  came  to  New  York,  where  they 
were  married.  Mr.  Casper  was  for  many  years 
a prominent  architect  and  builder,  and  became  quite 
wealthy,  so  that  he  is  now  able  to  spend  his  declin- 
ing years  in  ease  and  retirement.  His  wife  died  in 
1870,  leaving  three  daughters:  Nettie  J.,  who  was 
born  in  Brooklyn,  in  June,  1857,  received  a good 
education,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Alida  E.  and  Delia  are  still  with  their  father  in 
Brooklyn.  The  last  named  was  born  in  that  city 
in  1863,  and  is  a well  educated  lady.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bogert  have  three  children:  (1)  Charles  W.,  Jr., 
born  in  Brooklyn,  December  16,  1879,  was  partly 
educated  in  the  schools  of  that  city,  and  was  for  a 
time  a student  at  Stroudsburg,  Penn.  He  is  a 
bright,  scholarly  young  man,  now  residing  at  home, 
and  is  foreman  of  the  Monroe  property  belonging 
to  a Mr.  Broas,  of  New  York.  He  is  a young 
man  of  steady  habits,  and  is  well  spoken  of  by  his 
employers.  (2)  A.  Casper,  born  in  Brooklyn,  April 
24,  1881,  began  his  education  in  the  schools  of  that 
city,  later  attended  the  high  schools  of  Stroudsburg, 
and  still  later  a school  at  Dansville,  N.  Y.  He  now 
holds  a first-class  teacher’s  certificate,  and  is  one  of 
the  successful  and  popular  teachers  of  Monroe 
county.  (3)  Hattie  M.,  born  in  Lakeview,  N.  J., 
September  1,  1883,  was  a student  for  a time  in  the 
schools  of  Brooklyn,  and  is  now  attending  the  home 
schools,  being  well  advanced  in  her  studies. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bogert  continued  to 
engage  in  business  in  Brooklyn  until  1886,  when  he 
came  to  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  where  he 
was  interested  in  the  dry-goods  trade  for  two  years. 
Returning  to  Brooklyn,  he  was  again  with  Levi 
Brothers  for  two  years,  and  then  accepted  a position 
as  general  salesman  with  S.  A.  Castle  & Co.,  im- 
porters and  commission  merchants,  remaining  with 
them  one  year.  In  1892  he  became  a resident  of 
Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  purchased  the  James  Smith  farm,  and  has  since 
devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  with 
good  results.  He  has  greatly  improved  his  place, 
and  has  purchased  a tract  of  timber  land  adjoining. 

Religiously  Mr.  Bogert,  his  wife  and  family 
are  all  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  Swiftwater,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  trustees 
and  steward,  has  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath-school  one  term,  .and  has  always  taken  an 
active  and  influential  part  in  Church  work.  Since 
attaining  his  majority  he  has  been  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party,  has  held  the  office  of  clerk  of 
Paradise  township  for  five  consecutive  years,  and 
assessor  two  terms.  A man  of  large  business  ex- 
perience, he  is  well  qualified  to  fill  any  important 
position  to  which  his  fellow  citizens  may  see  fit  to 
elect  hint.  He  is  well-educated  and  refined,  and 
his  daily  life  is  governed  by  the  golden  rule,  to  do 
unto  others  as  you  would  have  others  do  unto  you. 


GEORGE  HOWELL,  who  is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Scott  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  in  Lackawanna  county,  in  1845,  and  is  a son 
of  George  and  Betsy  (Price)  Howell,  the  former 
born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1816,  the  latter  in  Lacka- 
wanna county,  in  1818. 

After  their  marriage  our  subject’s  parents  lo- 
cated in  Benton,  Lackawanna  county,  where  the 
father  followed  farming  and  lumbering  until  1852, 
when  he  removed. to  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.  Upon  the  farm  which  he  there  pur- 
chased he  spent  his  remaining  days,  dying  in  1879, 
the  mother  in  1889.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of 
the  four  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  the 
others  being  as  follows:  (2)  Mary,  born  in  Lack- 
awanna county,  received  a public-school  education 
and  married  Isaac  Morris,  of  that  county,  who 
was  a teamster  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county.  They  have  four  children — George 
N.,  Tillie  LI.,  William  LI.  and  Laura  P.  (3)  Will- 
iam T.,  born  in  Lackawanna  county,  in  1848,  was 
reared  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  now  living  in 
Richland  county,  Wis.,  where  he  follows  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade.  He  married  Miss  Yager,  of  that 
State,  ancj  they  have  children — Fred  C.,  Ida,  Emma 
and  Leora.  (4)  S.  E.,  born  in  Susquehanna  county, 
married  Miss  Frances  Morris,  of  Lackawanna 
county,  and  they  now  make  their  home  in  Scran- 
ton, Pennsylvania. 

George  Howell  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  boys.  Prompted  by  a spirit 
patriotism,  he  enlisted  at  Scranton,  in  1864,  in  the 
58th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Gen.  Butler,  and  the  regi- 
ment was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  James.  His 
first  engagement  was  at  Spring  Hill,  Va.,  Decem- 
ber 10,  1864,  followed  by  the  engagement  at  Cha- 
pin’s Farm,  and  then  the  regiment  went  into  win- 
ter quarters.  The  following  spring  they  proceeded 
to  Richmond,  where  they  remained  until  after  the 
surrender  of  Lee,  and  did  provost  duty  until  the 
fall  of  1865,  when  they  were  honorably  discharged 
at  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 

In  1866  Mr.  Howell  married  Miss  Alice  Price, 
of  Lackawanna  county,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Fannie  Price,  well-to-do  agriculturists.  Five  chil- 
dren bless  this  union : Cora  V.,  born  in  Lackawanna 
county,  in  1867,  is  now  the  wife  of  Edwin  Foster, 
of  that  county,  and  has  two  children,  Ethel  and 
Howard  T. ; Ralph  L.,  born  in  Susquehanna  county, 
in  1870,  assists  his  father  in  farming  and  dairy- 
ing; Bertha  E.,  born  in  Susquehanna  county 
in  1876,  is  the  wife  of  C.  D.  Tarbox,  of  Scott  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  has  one  child,  Leslie ; 
Elva  E.,  born  in  Susquehanna  county,  in  1881,  and 
Ina  G.,  born  in  the  same  county,  in  1887,  are  attend- 
ing the  home  school. 

Mr.  Howell  began  his  domestic  life  in  Lenox, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  lived  for  a number 
of  years,  and  then  removed  to  Scranton,  where  he 
learned  the  mason’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
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for  about  six  years.  The  following  three  years 
he  passed  in  Scott  Centre,  Wayne  county,  and  in 
1895  he  located  upon  his  present  farm  at  Chestnut 
Ridge,  Scott  township,  where  he  has  since  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  with  good  success.  Relig- 
iously he  was  reared  in  the  Baptist  Church,  his 
mother  being  a faithful  member  of  that  denomina- 
tion, and,  politically  he  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  a brave  sol- 
dier, and  as  a citizen  he  faithfully  discharges  every 
duty  that  devolves  upon  him. 

SIMPSON  FETPIERMAN.  It  has  often 
been  remarked  that  common  sense  is  the  most  un- 
common thing  in  this  world  of  ours,  and  the  truth 
of  the  assertion  is  shown  by  the  involuntary  respect 
bestowed  by  a community  upon  a man  of  sound 
judgment,  capable  of  making  an  independent  esti- 
mate of  men  and  affairs.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a well-known  citizen  of  Stroudsburg,  is  a man 
whose  opinion  is  sought  in  various  lines  of  thought 
and  enterprise,  and  his  influence  in  the  community, 
though  quietly  exerted,  is  none  the  less  marked. 

Mr.  Fetherman  is  of  German  ancestry  in  the 
paternal  line,  his  great-grandfather,  Philip  Fether- 
man, having  been  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to 
America.  Abraham  Fetherman,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  probably  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  farming  in 
Monroe  county,  where  he  died  in  1852  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years,  seven  months  and  twenty  days.  He 
owned  two  farms,  and  in  addition  to  his  general 
agricultural  work  he  was  engaged  in  distilling 
apple  whiskey.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
in  religious  faith  he  was  a Lutheran.  Plis  wife, 
Rachel  Miller,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two, 
was  born  in  Monroe  county,  then  a part  of  North- 
ampton county.  They  had  the  following  children : 
Jacob  A.,  a resident  of  Stroudsburg;  Absalom, 
who  resides  in  Cherry  Valley,  Monroe  county ; 
Sophia,  deceased,  who  married  Joseph  A.  Buz- 
zard; Simpson,  our  subject;  Abraham  H.,  of  Plam- 
ilton  township,  Monroe  county;  Joseph,  deceased; 
Masias,  deceased ; Charles,  who  died  in  childhood ; 
Manasseh,  a resident  of  Hamilton  township ; and 
A.  J. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  u,  1831,  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  se- 
cured a common-school  education.  From  an  early 
age  he  made  himself  useful  in  the  work  of  the  farm, 
and  at  seventeen  he  began  to  learn  the  tailor’s  trade 
at  Buzzardville.  This  he  followed  at  intervals 
until  1878  in  Quakerstown  and  other  places  in  Mon- 
roe county,  and  about  1856  he  was  interested  for  a 
time  in  business  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  in  partnership 
with  one  of  his  brothers.  He  has  always  been 
active  in  politics  as  a member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  in  1871  he  was  elected  county  treas- 
urer for  a term  of  two  years,  next  changed  to  three 
years.  For  three  years  he  was  supervisor  of 
Stroud  township,  and  for  ten  years  he  served  as 
township  collector,  retiring  in  1896.  He  and  his 


family  are  prominent  socially,  and  he  belongs  to 
the  Methodist  Church  and  to  various  fraternal  or- 
ganizations, including  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men;  the  Senior  Order  of  American  Mechanics, 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in 
which  he  has  been  an  active  member  since  1871, 
having  passed  all  the  Chairs.  On  October  28, 
1871,  he  married  Miss  E.  Andrews,  who  was  born 
in  1853,  in  Pittston,  Penn.,  and  six  children  have 
blessed  their  union:  William  died  when  about  nine 
months  old ; Ralph  Van  Allen,  a member  of  the 
mercantile  firm  of  Decker  & Fetherman,  of 
Spragueville,  married  Miss  Jennie  Hannah; 
Flora  M.  is  a successful  teacher  in  the  schools  of 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county;  Clyde  S.  is  a 
clerk  in  the  Stroudsburg  National  Bank;  Nettie 
and  Randall  are  still  attending  school.  Mr. 
Fetherman  places  a just  value  upon  education  for 
his  children,  and  has  given  them  excellent  oppor- 
tunities of  which  their  native  ability  enables  them 
to  make  good  use. 

DAVID  C.  KINGSBURY,  a prosperous 
lumberman  of  Lake  Como,  Wayne  county,  has 
done  probably  more  to  promote  the  commercial 
activity,  advance  the  general  welfare  and  secure 
the  material  development  of  Buckingham  township 
than  any  other  individual.  As  a business  man 
he  has  been  enterprising,  energetic  and  always 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  has  been  rewarded  by  a 
comfortable  competence. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Kingsbury 
was  born  in  Preston  township,  January  23,  1844, 
a son  of  Charles  and  Keziah  (Cole)  Kingsbury. 
The  father  was  born  in  Northampton  county, 
Penn.,  in  1794,  and  when  a young  man  located  on 
the  Delaware  river,  near  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  with  his 
father,  William  Kingsbury,  a native  of  Holland. 
There  he  engaged  in  lumbering  and  quarrying 
until  1844,  when  he  removed  to  Lake  Como,  Pres- 
ton township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  operated  a 
sawmill.  He  also  purchased  a tract  of  government 
land  at  Preston  Park,  and  transformed  it  into  a 
good  farm,  erecting  thereon  substantial  buildings 
and  making  it  his  home  until  called  from  this  life, 
in  1866.  His  wife  died  on  the  same  place  in  1872. 
All  their  children  were  born  in  Wayne  county, 
as  follows:  (1)  Victorene  is  the  wife  of  S.  D.  Will- 
iams, of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county.  (2) 
Jane  married  Jesse  Dix,  of  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  died,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters, Annie  (Mrs.  J.  L.  Sherwood)  ; and  Myra,  wife 
of  Col.  Barnhart,  of  Beaverdale,  Penn.  Mrs.  Dix 
afterward  married  Rufus  Geer,  of  Preston  town- 
ship, by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Spafford.now  a resi- 
dent of  Nebraska.  (3)  Abba  is  the  wife  of  Free- 
man Lord,  of  Hancock,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.  (4) 
William  married  Mahala  Woodmansee,  of  Wayne 
county,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  and  after 
her  death  wedded  Samantha  Stanton, . of  Clinton 
township,  Wayne  county.  (5)  Harriet  married  L. 
A.  Underwood,  of  Preston  township,  and  they  lived 
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in  Lake  Como  until  their  deaths.  They  left  a fam- 
ily. (6)  James,  a cripple  from  childhood,  made 
his  home  with  our  subject  after  his  father  s death, 
and  there  died  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  forty-one 
years.  (7)  Grin  M.  resides  in  Hale’s  Eddy,  N.  Y., 
where  lie  is  engaged  in  the  stone  quarry  trade  with 
the  firm  of  Randal  & Underwood.  He  married 
Sarah  Murray,  of  Buckingham  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  has  four  children,  Fred  M.,  Harriet 
W.,  Roy  and  Lewis  C. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  such 
as  the  common  schools  of  his  day  afforded,  and  he 
received  an  excellent  knowledge  of  business  and 
business  methods,  which  has  been  of  great  benefit 
to  him  in  later  years.  Feeling  that  his  country 
needed  his  services,  he  laid  aside  all  personal  con- 
siderations in  August,  1862,  and  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  137th  P.  V.  I.,  for  nine  months,  under 
Capt.  McLaughlin,  of  Schuylkill  county,  Penn., 
The  regiment  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  he  took  part  with  that  command  in  the 
battles  of  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Sharpsburg 
and  Chancellorsville.  On  receiving  an  honorable 
discharge,  in  June,  1863,  he  returned  home. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  was  married,  in  July,  1867, 
to  Miss  Plarriet  E.  Hawks,  of  Delaware  county, 
N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Nelson  and  Lurana  Hawks, 
who  in  1861  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where 
the  father  died  the  following  year.  The  mother 
now  finds  a pleasant  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kingsbury.  She  has  only  two  children,  the  other 
being  Clauson  I.,  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
Six  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  viz. : (1)  Jennie,  born  in  Preston  Park  in  1868, 
was  educated  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Academy,  and  later 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Wayne  county.  She 
is  now  the  wife  of  Frederick  Niles,  of  Matamoras, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  has  two  children,  Florence  and 
Herbert.  (2)  Mary  F.,  born  December  4,  1867,  died 
in  March,  1874.  (3)  Lillian  E.,  born  in  March,  1870, 
died  the  same  week  as  her  sister,  the  fatal  disease 
of  both  being  diphtheria.  (4)  Hattie  A.,  born  June 
10,  1875,  completed  her  education  in  the  high 
schools  of  Matamoras  and  Mount  Pleasant,  Penn., 
and  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Wayne  county.  (5)  Mabel  E.,  born  in  1878,  was 
educated  in  the  Pleasant  Mount  schools,  and  is  now 
teaching  in  Wayne  county.  (6)  Harold  R.,  born 
September  5,  1881,  is  attending  school  at  Winwood. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Kingsbury  located  at 
Preston  Park,  where  he  engaged  in  lumbering,  and 
having  purchased  the  old  homestead  there  he  con- 
tinued to  make  it  his  home  for  about  fifteen  years. 
In  1881  he  bought  the  sawmill  property  of  Linder- 
wood  & Woodmansee,  at  Lake  Como,  where  he 
has  since  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
doing  a large  and  profitable  business.  His  wife  is 
the.  owner  of  a good  farm  near  Preston  Park  Sta- 
tion. She  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  her  father  and  mother 
also  belonged. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Kingsbury  is 


a Republican,  and  on  that  ticket  has  been  elected 
to  a number  of  local  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  hav- 
ing been  collector  six  years,  school  director  and 
president  of  the  school  board  four  years,  and  assess- 
or for  the  past  eight  years.  A man  of  keen  per- 
ception, of  unbounded  enterprise,  his  success  in  life 
is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  and  he  deserves 
prominent  mention  among  the  leading  and  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  Wayne  county. 

PROF.  EDWIN  T.  KUNKLE.  Perhaps  no 
name  is  more  closely  interwoven  with  the  educa- 
tional history  of  Monroe  county  than  that  which 
is  borne  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  For  more 
than  a century  and  a half  his  family  name  has  been 
prominent  in  the  records  of  Monroe  county,  shap- 
ing its  history,  developing  its  natural  resources, 
and  now  giving  impetus  and  character  to  its  men- 
tal and  moral  growth.  Beautiful  Fairview  Acad- 
emy, rebuilt  and  rejuvenated,  standing  in  the  quiet 
and  peaceful  village  of  Brodheadsville,  upon  the 
watershed  which  divides  the  Lehigh  and  Delaware 
river  systems,  is  the  oldest  institution  for  higher 
education  in  Monroe  county.  It  was  founded  by 
Rev.  G.  G.  Kunkle.  Its  present  principal  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a young  man  who  from 
earliest  youth  has  been  connected  with  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  Monroe  county,  and  who  now 
ranks  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  progressive 
educators  in  eastern  Pennsylvania. 

Prof.  Edwin  T.  Kunkle  was  born  in  Kresge- 
ville,  Monroe  county,  September  16,  1868,  a son  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Kresge)  Kunkle.  His  fa- 
ther is  a prominent  merchant  and  farmer  of  that 
village.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
in  his  boyhood  assisted  both  upon  the  farm  and  in 
the  store,  at  the  same  time  attending  the  schools 
of  Kresgeville.  But  the  natural  bent  of  his  mind 
was  neither  for  things  agricultural  or  commercial. 
The  higher  education  beckoned  him  on,  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  as  a student  in  Fairview  Academy,  then 
under  the  principalship  of  Rev.  G.  G.  Kunkle,  his 
uncle.  After  attending  three  terms,  and  when 
only  a lad  of  seventeen  years,  he  began  teaching 
district  school  in  Monroe  county,  and  so  continued 
for  four  years.  Having  completed  the  academic 
course  at  Fairview  he  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  entered  the  Freshman  class  of  Muhlenberg 
College,  Allentown,  Penn.,  and  four  years  later  was 
graduated  from  that  institution,  the  first  honors  of 
his  class  being  divided  between  himself  and  another. 
His  vacations  he  had  spent  upon  the  farm  of  his 
father,  assisting  in  the  operations  of  the  many  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  latter,  the  farm,  store  and  mill. 
Immediately  after  graduation  Professor  Kun- 
kle entered  his  educational  career,  assuming  the 
principalship  of  Fairview  Academy,  and  has  since 
been  in  charge  of  that  thorough  and  progressive 
institution.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  principal, 
he  is  instructor  in  Science,  Mathematics  and  Peda- 
gogics. Since  the  Academy,  in  1893,  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  present  management,  success  has 
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marked  every  year.  In  1895  the  institution  became 
the  property  of  a corporation.  In  1898  the  academy 
was  rebuilt  and  refurnished,  and  the  curriculum 
revised.  The  high  standing  of  scholarship  at  the 
institution  may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that  in  recent 
years  its  students  have  taken  first  honors  at  Wil- 
son’s Female  College,  Pennsylvania  College,  Muh- 
lenberg College,  and  the  Pierce  Business  School. 
Their  laurels  have  also  included  the  oratorical  prize 
at  Muhlenberg,  gold  medal  at  Allentown  Female 
College,  and  the  second  honor  at  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College. 

Prof.  Kunkle  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  when  at  home  was  choir  leader  of  the 
Church  at  Kresgeville.  He  occasionally  leads  the 
choir  at  Brodheadsville.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat. He  is  a brilliant  and  talented  teacher,  highly 
respected  throughout  the  county  for  his  lofty  char- 
acter and  attainments,  for  the  zeal  and  marked 
abilitv  he  has  displayed  in  the  cause  of  education, 
and  for  the  success  which  has  crowned  his  pro- 
fessional labors. 

ADAM  H.  BROOKS,  a leading  citizen  and 
farmer  of  Varden,  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  July  22,  1857,  on  the  old  home- 
stead, of  which  he  is  now  a resident  and  owner. 

Cortland  Brooks,  his  father,  was  a native  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  born  March  13,  1814.  His 
parents  dying  when  he  was  but  a child,  he  had  little 
knowledge  of  his  ancestry.  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
he  was  bound  out  to  a Quaker  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  to  learn  the  wheelwright's  trade,  the  term  of 
the  apprenticeship  being  seven  years.  In  1835, 
when  of  age,  and  after  he  had  completed  his  trade, 
he  came  to  South  Canaan,  locating  on  the  north 
and  south  turnpike,  and  here  worked  at  his  trade 
some  five  years,  when  he  began  farming  in  a small 
way.  He  purchased  thirty  acres  of  land,  on  which 
were  an  old  house  and  rude  barn,  paying  $300  for 
the  property.  His  capital  on  his  arrival  in  South 
Canaan  was  fifty  cents,  hut  he  had  health  and  a good 
trade,  and  that  hope  which  inspires  youth,  so  he 
applied  himself  with  a will  to  do  and  to  succeed. 
Year  by  year  he  added  to  his  land  and  made  im- 
provements until  he  possessed  some  400  acres,  a 
part  of  which  is  the  150  acres  on  which  his  son 
Jessup  now  resides,  then  covered  partially  with 
hemlock,  and  for  which  he  paid  one  dollar  per  acre. 
He  lived,  with  the  exception  of  a few  years  on  first 
coming  to  Wayne  county,  on  the  farm  where  his 
son  Adam  H.  now  resides,  engaging  throughout  his 
lifetime  in  farming.  In  his  rdigious  views  he  was 
orthodox,  and  became  a member  of  the  M.  P. 
Church.  Politically  he  affiliated  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  held  different  local  offices.  He 
was  a good  man,  and  in  his  death,  on  January  27, 
1878,  his  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens  lost  a good 
citizen;  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  East 
cemetery. 

On  January  15,  1837,  Cortland  Brooks  was 
married  to  Lucinda  Swingle,  the  ceremony  being 


performed  by  Squire  John  McIntosh.  Mrs.  Brooks 
now  makes  her  home  on  the  old  place  with  her  son 
Adam  H.  She  was  born  111  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, May  5,  1817,  a daughter  of  John  and  Sally 
(Wagner)  Swingle,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
South  Canaan  township  and  there  lived  and  died, 
the  former  on  January  3,  1853,  and  the  latter  No- 
vember 14,  1874,  when  aged  sixty-eight  and  eighty- 
eight,  respectively.  John  Swingle  was  a farmer 
throughout  his  lifetime.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  a man  of  excellent  character. 
He  was  the  father  of  sixteen  children,  viz. : Otho, 
formerly  of  South  Canaan  township,  married  (first) 
Lavina  Mecham  and  (second)  Margaret  Hathaway 
(all  are  now  deceased)  ; Catherine  married  Joseph 
Woodward  (both  are  deceased)  ; Polly  married 
Isaac  Seely  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; Elizabeth 
married  James  Robinson  (both  are  deceased)  ; 
Adam  married  (first)  Mahaley  Thorp  and  (second) 
Lucinda  Schumand  (the  latter  survives)  ; Samuel 
married  Elizabeth  Curtis  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; 
Lucinda  is  the  mother  of  our  subject ; Barbara  mar- 
ried Samuel  Leland ; Sally  A.  married  Amos  Span- 
genburg  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; Andrew  married 
(first)  Abigail  Sharp  and  (second)  Caroline  Cort- 
right ; James  married  Clarissa  Sharp;  Frederick  and 
Sylvester  died  when  young ; the  others  died  in  in- 
fancy. John  Swingle,  the  father  of  this  numerous 
family,  was  the  son  of  John  Swingle,  by  his  first 
wife,  Catherine  Moore.  John  Swingle  ( 1 ) was  the 
son  of  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  from  whom  sprang 
the  Swingles-  of  Wayne  county.  He  located  in  the 
county  in  about  1784,  coming  from  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Sally  (Wagner)  Swingle  was  the 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary  (Wheatcroft)  Wag- 
ner, who  came  from  Maryland  in  about  1783,  and 
located  in  South  Canaan  township,  first  moving  into 
a sugar  house  built  of  logs  and  covered  with  bark, 
located  on  what  in  after  years  was  the  Edgar  Wells 
farm.  Their  children  were:  Rebecca  married  Jo- 

seph Jaggars;  Sally  married  John  Swingle;  Otho 
married  Margaret  Eustin ; Rachel  married  Samuel 
Shaffer;  and  John.  Adam  Wagner  died  in  1793. 

To  the  marriage  of  Cortland  and  Lucinda 
(Swingle)  Brooks  came  children  as  follows:  An- 
drew, born  March  30,  1838,  is  mentioned  below. 
Sarah,  born  October  23,  1840,  married  Abraham 
Hafler,  a farmer  of  Lake  township.  Jessup  B., 
born  April  24,  1843,  who  married  Susan  Rockwell, 
is  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township ; Cortland, 
born  February  q,  1845,  who  married  Theresa  Curtis, 
is  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township.  John,  born 
February  3,  1847,  is  a carpenter  and  mason  by  trade 
and  resides  at  Scranton;  he  married  (first)  Eliza- 
beth Swingle,  and  (second)  Armena  Swingle.  Eliza- 
beth, born  February  17,  1849,  married  Peter  M. 
Mains,  a lumberman  of  Wilsonville.  Mary,  born 
February  16,  1851,  married  Richard  Enslin,  a farm- 
er of  Lake  township.  Samuel,  born  October  8, 
1852,  married  to  Alida  Freeman,  is  a farmer  of 
South  Canaan.  Ida,  born  October  23,  1855,  mar- 
ried (first)  John  Glenn,  and  (second)  James  Mos- 
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teller,  a glass-blower  of  Scranton,  Penn.  Adam  H. 
is  our  subject. 

Andrew  Brooks  served  as  a Union  soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  enlisting  first  in  September,  1861,  in 
Company  B,  3rd  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteers. 
In  1863  he  re-enlisted,  in  Company  JJ,  54th  Penn- 
sylvania Veteran  Infantry,  and  was  discharged 
July  15,  1865,  after  a continuous  service  of  nearly 
four  years.  He  participated  in  the  hard  services 
of  his  regiment,  and  was  engaged  in  the  following 
battles:  The  seven  days’  battle  before  Richmond 

in  June,  1862;  Second  Bull  Run;  South  Mountain 
and  Antictam,  September,  1862;  Snicker’s  Gap; 
Berryville;  Winchester;  Fredericksburg;  Lynch- 
burg; Cloyd  Mountain;  Fort  Gregg;  and  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Farmville  on  April  5,  three  days  before 
Lee’s  surrender.  He  married  Ellen  Glenn,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  farming. 

Adam  H.  Brooks  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  was  thoroughly  trained  in  the  work 
of  the  agriculturist.  He  attended  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  concluded  to  make  farming  his 
life  work.  On  the  death  of  his  father  the  old 
home  fell  to  him,  and  here  he  resides,  caring  for  his 
aged  mother.  He  is  a very  industrious  man,  under- 
stands farming  thoroughly,  and  has  prospered  and 
made  a success  of  his  chosen  vocation,  his  life  being 
an  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  putting 
forth  an  effort,  and  working  to  the  accomplishment 
of  a purpose.  He  is  identified  with  the  Grange,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Society  of  A.  P.  A.  at  Gravity. 
In  politics  he  is  Republican.  He  is  an  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  bears  the  respect  of 
the  community  at  large. 

On  March  12,  1881,  in  South  Canaan,  our  sub- 
ject was  married  to  Emma  F.  Treslar,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  Rev.  Brown,  a minister  of  the 
M.  P.  Church.  The  marriage  has  been  blessed  by 
children  as  follows:  Blanche  F.,  born  February  21, 
1862 ; Bertha,  born  September  29,  1884,  died  March 
29,  1886  (she  was  buried  in  the  East  cemetery)  ; 
Allen  R.,  born  May  14,  1887;  and  Mattie  M.,  born 
July  11,  1892.  The  mother  of  these  was  born  March 
8-  1857,  at  Treslarville,  Wayne  county,  a daughter 
of  Allen  and  Mary  M.  (Hafler)  Treslar,  the  former 
a native  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  born  in  October, 
i834,  and  the  latter  of  South  Canaan  township,  born 
May  2,  1840.  He  is  foreman  of  one  of  the  sections 
on  the  Erie  & Wyoming  Valley  railroad,  with  resi- 
dence at  Treslarville.  Their  children  were : Emma 
F.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Hattie  A.,  married  to  Abra- 
ham Jaggars,  of  South  Canaan  township;  Alice, 
married  to  Sanford  Bishop,  and  living  on  the  old 
homestead;  Nettie  G.,  married  to  W.  M.  Shaffer,  a 
merchant  of  Varden ; Ida  J.,  who  died  when  three 
years  of  age;  Katie,  deceased  in  infancy;  Delia, 
married  to  John  Morgan ; and  Charles  I.,  an  oper- 
ator at  Dunmore,  who  married  Bertha  Swingle. 

Mrs.  Brooks’  paternal  grandfather,  David  Tres- 
lar, ajiative  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  married  Eliza- 
beth Smith,  born  in  the  same  county,  and  in  an  early 
day  settled  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  coun- 


ty, thence  removing  to  Treslarville,  in  Lake  town- 
ship, where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Their  children  were:  Dianna  died  unmar- 

ried ; Henry  is  living  retired  at  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. ; 
Allen  is  the  father  of  Mrs.  Brooks ; Caroline  mar- 
ried John  Bigart,  a farmer  of  Lake  township;  Jere- 
miah is  deceased ; Catherine  married  William  Hand, 
a lumberman  at  Dunmore;  and  Oliver,  William  and 
Mary  all  reside  at  Treslarville.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents, Joseph  and  Ann  (Apple)  Hafler,  of  Bucks 
county,  Penn.,  came  to  Wayne  county  in  an  early 
day.  Their  children  were : Mary  was  the  mother 

of  Mrs.  Brooks;  Catherine  married  Samuel  Kizer, 
an  engineer  on  the  railroad,  living  at  Dunmore ; 
William  was  a mason  by  trade,  and  resided  at  Hol- 
listerville,  Penn. ; Dianna  married  Flarvey  Swingle, 
also  a railroad  engineer  at  Dunmore ; Sarah  J.  mar- 
ried Peter  Cass,  a fireman  on  the  railroad  at  Dun- 
more ; and  Oliver  is  a farmer  of  Lake  township. 

R.  W.  PENWARDEN,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Penwarden  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Tracy- 
ville,  Wayne  county,  is  an  able  and  enterprising 
business  man,  whose  example  is  worthy  of  emula- 
tion by  any  youth  who  desires  to  achieve  an  honor- 
able success  in  life.  While  Mr.  Penwarden’s  abil- 
ity and  force  of  character  have  been  proven  in  many 
ways  it  is  not  for  these  alone  that  he  is  esteemed  by 
his  fellow  citizens,  their  confidence  being  based  as 
well  upon  his  integrity  and  honesty. 

The  Penwarden  family  is  of  English  origin, 
and  William  Penwarden,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  Cornwall,  coming  in  early  man- 
hood to  Wayne  county,  where  he  became  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  lumber  business.  He 
married  Miss  Olive  Depew,  of  Madisonv'ille,  and 
they  had  six  children:  (1)  Leroy  D.,  born  in 

Bunnelltown,  November  24,  1854,  was  educated  in 
Wyoming  Seminary,  at  Kingston,  Luzerne  Co., 
Penn.,  and  is  now  engaged  in  business  in  Chicago. 
He  married  Miss  Belle  Stephens,  of  Berlin,  Wayne 
county,  and  they  have  two  living  children,  Nellie 
and  Raymond.  (2)  Charles  L.,  born  January  18, 
1857,  attended  Wyoming  Seminary,  obtaining  a 
good  education,  and  when  a young  man  went  to 
Kansas,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1895  he 
removed  to  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  he  is  now  in  busi- 
ness there.  During  his  residence  in  Kansas  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Zade  B.  Williams,  of  Cloud  county, 
that  State,  and  they  have  three  children,  Euretta, 
Mabel  and  Lewis.  (3)  Levi  W.  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  at  Carley  Brook,  Wayne  county,  No- 
vember 22,  1859,  an^  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  that  locality  and  Honesdale  high  school.  At 
present  he  resides  in  Honesdale,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  business.  He  married  Miss  Lizzie  Rogers,  of 
that  city,  and  they  have  two  bright  daughters,  Grace 
and  May,  both  students  in  the  Honesdale  high 
school.  (4)  Eva  A.,  born  September  15,  1863,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Carley  Brook, 
her  native  place,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred  J. 
Bryant,  of  Honesdale,  formerly  a resident  of  Gird- 
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land,  Wayne  county.  They  have  three  daughters, 
Pearl,  Ollie  and  Flossie.  (5)  R.  W.,  our  subject, 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (6)  E.  Darwin,  born 
at  Carley  Brook,  in  18C9,  was  educated  at  Wyoming 
Seminary,  graduating  from  the  business  department. 
He  now  resides  at  Carley  Brook,  on  a portion  of  the 
old  homestead,  and  is  in  partnership  with  John 
Riefler  in  the  manufacture  of  wood  alcohol,  etc. 
He  married  Miss  Lottie  Riefler,  of  that  place,  whose 
parents  have  since  removed  to  Honesdale,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Katherine  Olive. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  25,  1867,  at  the 
homestead  in  Carley  Brook,  and  after  receiving  an 
elementary  education  in  the  local  schools  was  sent 
to  Wyoming  Seminary  to  pursue  a higher  course  of 
study,  his  instruction  including  a thorough  business 
training.  In  1888  he  married  Miss  Katie  G.  Mills, 
daughter  of  Jonas  and  Sarah  Mills,  who  were  prom- 
inent among  the  early  settlers  of  Oregon  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  for  one  year  afterward  made 
his  home  in  Honesdale.  He  then  removed  to  his 
present  residence  at  Tracyville,  becoming  associated 
with  the  Penwarden  Manufacturing  Company,  which 
owns  one  of  the  largest  manufacturing  plants  in 
Wayne  county.  For  the  last  five  years  he  has  held 
the  responsible  position  of  assistant  manager,  and  his 
ability  has  .been  a potent  factor  in  the  success  of  the 
work,  which  includes  the  making  of  cot  and  bed 
frames,  wheelbarrows,  newel  posts,  piazza  columns, 
moldings,  shingles  and  other  building  material.  He 
is  now  running  a gristmill  which  he  built  near  Tra- 
cyville. In  politics  Mr.  Penwarden  is  a Republican, 
and  as  a good  citizen  he  takes  an  active  part  in  all 
local  movements  which  promise  to  benefit  the  people. 
In  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  are  Methodists, 
and  they  are  prominent  in  the  work  of  the  Church  at 
Honesdale.  Their  only  child,  William  M.,  who  was 
born  in  May,  1891,  passed  to  the  better  world  when 
but  nine  months  old. 

HENRY  IMBT.  Among  the  brave  men  who 
responded  to  the  call  of  tne  government  during  the 
dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  was  this  well-known  citi- 
zen of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  who,  though 
a German  by  birth,  has  proved  himself  a true  Amer- 
ican at  heart.  Not  less  worthy  of  mention  is  his 
devoted  wife,  whose  industry  and  thrifty  manage- 
ment of  the  farm  insured  the  comfort  of  their  three 
little  children  during  his  absence,  and  whose  cour- 
age sustained  him  in  the  hardships  of  camp  life. 
With  her  own  hands  she  plowed,  planted  and  reaped, 
gaining  results  worthy  of  an  experienced  farmer, 
while  at  the  same  time  she  neglected  no  duty  within 
the  home.  Surely  we  need  not  fear  for  the  future  of 
our  country  while  such  citizens  as  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Imbt  are  to  be  found,  and  it  is  a pleasure  to  present 
in  this  volume  a history  so  suggestive  of  patriotism. 

Mr.  Imbt  was  born  September  19,  1834,  in 
Munich,  Bavaria,  Germany.  His  parents,  Adam 
and  Catherine  (Miller)  Imbt,  were  natives  and  life- 
long residents  of  Bavaria,  and  of  their  six  children 
our  subject  was  the  only  one  to  come  to  America. 


(1)  Caroline  married  Abraham  Snyder,  and  has 
had  four  children.  (2)  Louisa  died  in  childhood . 
(3)  Adam,  a farmer  in  the  old  country,  married 
Elizabeth  Wyngot,  and  has  four  children,  Henry, 
Jacob,  Adam  and  Catherine.  (4)  Henry,  our  sub- 
ject, is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (5)  Eliza- 
beth married  Daniel  Lillie,  of  Bavaria.  (6)  Jacob 
died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  his  education  being  obtained  in  Bavaria  pub- 
lic schools.  In  1852,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  came 
alone  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  York 
with  but  little  money,  and  no  friends  to  rely  upon. 
He  soon  found  work,  however,  and  a year  later  he 
came  to  Monroe  county,  where  he  worked  eleven 
years  grinding  plaster  for  Mr.  DeWitt.  By  close 
economy  he  managed  to  save  sufficient  money  to 
make  a payment  on  his  present  farm,  located  one 
mile  west  of  Spragueville,  a fine  estate  of  one  hun- 
dred acres,  formerly  belonging  to  Jacob  Brish.  It 
was  partially  improved  at  the  time  of  purchase  in 
1864,  but  he  has  added  greatly  to  its  -value  and  at- 
tractiveness, building  a good  house  and  barn  and 
making  other  changes,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  best 
farms  of  its  size  in  that  vicinity.  Politically  Mr. 
Imbt  is  a strong  Republican,  but  he  has  never 
aspired  to  office.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Method- 
ist, and  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent  members  of 
Church.  In  March,  1864,  Mr.  Imbt  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  214th  P.  V.  I.,  the  8th  Union  League 
regiment  organized  at  Philadelphia.  From  that 
city  the  regiment  went  to  Baltimore,  then  to  Ste- 
phen’s Station,  and  on  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  in 
Virginia,  where  they  were  on  picket  duty  four  weeks. 
They  then  spent  four  weeks  on  similar  duty  in  Win- 
chester, and  later  they  were  sent  to  Washington, 
D.  C.,  where  they  were  assigned  to  service  on  the 
provost  guard  until  March,  1866,  when -they  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia  and  were  honorably  dis- 
charged. 

In  1855  Mr.  Imbt  married  Miss  Jane  Brish,  who 
was  born  in  June,  1837,  a daughter  of  Peter  and 
Luconda  (LaBar)  Brish,  natives  of  Monroe  county, 
and  highly  esteemed  citizens.  Ten  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  (1)  Emma,  born  in  February, 

1856,  married  Jesse  Cramer,  a farmer  of  Monroe 
county.  (2)  James  P.,  born  December  20,  1857, 
married  Miss  Hattie  Brish,  of  Stroud  township, 
where  they  now  reside ; they  have  five  children, 
George,  Charles,  Wilbur,  Julia  and  Walter.  (3) 
Lavina,  born  in  March,  1861,  married  John  B.  Cra- 
mer, of  Pocono  township,  and  has  five  children, 
Louis,  Viola,  Jennie,  Ledith  and  Willie.  (4)  Mil- 
ton  B.,  born  in  June,  1864,  married  Miss  Katie  Cra- 
mer. of  Stroud,  and  they  reside  in  East  Strouds- 
burg, where  he  follows  the  plumbing  trade.  They 
have  two  sons,  Herbert  and  Verne.  (5)  Oscar  D., 
born  December  28,  1866,  married  Miss  Annie  Arn- 
old, of  East  Stroudsburg,  where  he  is  employed  in 
a tannery ; they  have  two  children,  Myrtle  and  Elva. 
(6)  William,  born  February  13,  1869,  married  Miss 
Amy  Henry,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  where  he  is  em- 
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ployed  in  the  woolen  mill ; he  has  two  sons,  Russell 
and  Floyd.  (7)  Charlton,  born  November  28, 
1871,  is  single  and  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Mad- 
ison, N.  J. ; be  is  a graduate  of  the  normal  school  of 
Str<  u Isburg.  (8)  Lizzie,  born  April  2,  18751 inal_ 
ried  George  Bisbee,  a farmer  of  Pocono  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  has  two  children,  Walter  and 
Martha.  (9)  Blanche  L.,  born  January  20,  1877, 
is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Henry,  a farmer  of  East 
Stroudsburg;  they  have  three  children,  Willie,  Earl 
and  Effie.  (10)'  Cora  May,  born  September  30, 
1879,  married  George  P.  Busch,  of  Crisco,  who  was 
born  in  March,  1875,  a son  oj  Peter  and  Annie 
Busch,  well-known  residents  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  at  present  they  reside  with 
her  parents  at  their  homestead,  of  which  Mr.  Busch 
takes  charge. 

ALBERT  GALATIN  HOLLISTER.  The 
Hollister  family  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  in 
this  section,  and  the  town  of  Hollisterville,  Wayne 
county,  may  be  said  to  be  a monument  to  their  en- 
terprise, ability  and  public  spirit.  Coming  of  good 
old  English  stock,  tempered  by  a residence  for  sev- 
eral generations  in  New  England,  its  members  have 
always  displayed  a high  quality  of  citizenship,  mak- 
ing their  way  to  the  front  in  different  lines  of  effort, 
and  meeting  every  duty,  public  and  private,  with 
faithfulness  and  fidelity.  The  family  coat  of  arms, 
a copy  of  which  is  a cherished  possession  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  gives  the  following  motto: 
Fuimus,  et  sub  Deo  Erimus  (“We  have  been,  and 
by  God’s  help  we  shall  be.”).  In  the  mysterious 
phraseology  of  Heraldry  the  description  of  the 
emblem  is  as  follows : “Sable  between  a greyhound 
courant  bendwise  and  a Dolphin  haurient  in  base, 
argent  three  roses  gules,  on  a chief  of  the  second, 
two  slip§  of  strawberries  fructed  proper.  Crest : 
An  arm  in  armor  embowed  between  two  sprigs  of 
strawberries,  as  in  arms,  and  holding  a branch  of 
holly,  proper.”  The  name  is  supposed  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  holly  tree. 

The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a definite 
account  was  Lieut.  John  Hollister,  who  was  born 
in  1612  in  Bristol,  England,  and  came  to  America 
in  1642.  That  he  was  of  a good  family  and  well 
educated  is  almost  certain,  as  he  immediately  became 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  men 
of  Wethersfield,  Conn.  He  married  Joanna  Treat, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Richard  Treat,  Sr.,  and  his  first 
wife,  Joanna.  His  death  occurred  in  Wethersfield 
in  April,  1665,  and  his  widow  died  in  October. 
1694.  Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  Elizabeth,  mar- 
ried Samuel  Wells,  in  1659.  John  is  mentioned  be- 
low. Thomas  married  (first)  Elizabeth  Lattimer. 
and  (second)  Elizabeth  Williams;  Joseph  died  in 
1673-74;  Lazarus  died  in  1709;  Mary  married 
John  Wells  in  1669;  Sarah  married  (first)  Rev. 
Hope  Atherton,  and  (second)  Lieut.  Timothy 
Baker  ; and  Stephen  married  (first)  Abigail  Treat, 
and  (second)  widow  Elizabeth  Reynolds,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Coleman. 


II.  John  Hollister,  Jr.,  son  of  Lieut.  John  Hol- 

lister, was  one  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Glas- 
tonbury, Conn.,  and  his  death  occurred  there  No- 
vember 24,  1 71 1.  He  married  Sarah  Goodrich 
November  20,  1667,  and  their  children  were:  John 
married  (first)  Abiah  Hollister,  and  (second)  Su- 
sannah   ; Thomas  is  mentioned  more  fully 

below;  Joseph  married  (first)  Ann,  and  (second) 
Sarah Sarah  married  Benjamin  Talcott, 
1698-99;  Elizabeth  died  in  infancy;  David  married 

Charity  ; Ephraim  married  Elizabeth  Green  ; 

Charles  died  in  1711,  unmarried;  Elizabeth  married 
Dr.  Joseph  Steel ; Mary  married  Capt.  Robert  Wells. 

III.  Thomas  Hollister,  son  of  John  Hollister, 
Jr.,  and  Sarah  Goodrich,  was  born  in  Wethers- 
field, Conn.,  in  1672.  He  married  Dorothy,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Hills,  of  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and 
they  had  the  following  children : Josiah  married 
Martha  Miller ; Dorothy  married  Abram  Fox ; 
Gideon,  born  September  16,  1699,  married  Rachel 
Talcott;  Charles,  born  1701,  married  Prudence 
Francis,  of  Wethersfield;  Elizabeth,  born  December, 
1703,  married  William  Miller,  Jr. ; Hannah,  born  De- 
cember, 1705,  died  young;  Thomas,  born  Janu- 
ary, 1707,  married  Abigail  Talcott ; Ruth,  born  1710, 
married  Nehemiah  Smith;  Rachel,  born  1712,  mar- 
ried Joshua  Talcott;  Hannah  (2),  born  1714, 
married  William  House;  Eunice  married  Thomas 
Loveland  ; Susannah  married  Benoni  House  ; Elisha, 
born  1722,  married  (first)  Experience  Robbins,  and 
(second)  Penelope  Graves. 

IV.  Gideon  Hollister,  son  of  Thomas  Hollister 
and  Dorothy  Hills,  born  in  Glastonbury,  Conn., 
in  September,  1699,  married  Rachel  Talcott  in  1723, 
died  February  15,  1785,  and  is  buried  in  the  old 
Eastbury  grave  yard;  his  wife  died  June  13,  1790. 
Their  children  were:  Gi’deon,  born  in  1728,  married 
(first)  a daughter  of  Stephen  Hollister,  and  (sec- 
ond) Esther  Case;  Mary,  bom  1730,  married  Ben- 
jamin Strickland;  Nathaniel,  born  1731,  married 
Mehitable  Mattison ; Jemima,  born  1734  married 
a Mr.  Brainard ; Rachel,  born  1738,  married  (first) 
Jonathan  Holden,  and  (second)  a Mr.  Holmes; 
Israel,  born  1741,  married  Sarah  Skinner;  Eliza- 
beth, born  1743,  married  John  Howe;  Hannah,  born 
March,  1745,  married  Ralph  Smith;  and  Ann,  twin 
of  Hannah,  married  Elisha  Howe. 

-V.  Nathaniel  Hollister,  born  in  Glastonbury, 
Conn.,  in  1731,  died  in  1810.  In  1754  he  married 
Mehitable  Mattison,  and  they  have  sixteen  chil- 
dren: Patience  married  Joseph  Llollister;  Nathaniel 
died  young ; David  married  Hope  Clark ; Ruth  mar- 
ried Daniel  House ; Chloe  married  Abner  House ; 
John  and  Jonathan,  twins,  died  young  ; Isaac  mar- 
ried Betsy  Lucas ; Amasa  is  mentioned  below ; 
Edith  married  Asa  Cook;  Nathaniel  married  Pru- 
dence Strickland ; Phcebe  married  William  Case ; 
Gideon  married  Mary  Olmstead ; Giles  married 
Rhoda  May ; Rachel  ( 1 ) died  young,  and  Rachel 
(2)  married  Allen  Hollister. 

VI.  Amasa  Hollister,  son  of  Nathaniel  Hol- 
lister and  Mehitable  Mattison,  and  grandfather  of 
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our  subject,  was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  May 
30,  1768.  In  1790  he  married  Mehitable  Everts, 
and  in  1817  they  removed  from  Glastonbury  to 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  locating  where  the  village  of 
Hollister  now  stands.  The  fine  water  power  there 
is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  A.  G.  Hollis- 
ter, our  subject,  being  the  present  owner.  Amasa 
Hollister  died  March  30,  1847,  his  wife  on  June 
26,  1843.  They  had  eight  children:  Alpheus,  our 
subject's  father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Mary,  born  March  29,  1795,  married  Leonard 
Kenney;  Amasa,  born  April  26,  1797,  married  Eliza 

' Goodrich ; Alanson, born  February  28,  1799,  married 
Sally  Goodrich;  Ursula,  born  May  16,  1801,  mar- 
ried Marcus  Steward;  Wesley,  born  August  16, 
1805,  married  Mary  Clark;  Daphne,  born  June 
26,  1808,  married  Hiram  Brown;  and  John  F.,  born 
September  3,  1811,  married  Sharlev  E.  Carver. 

VII.  Alpheus  Hollister,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  March  11,  1793,  in  Eastbury  parish, 
Glastonbury,  Conn.,  in  1817  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Wayne  county,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
Hollisterville  November  8,  1870.  He  married  (first) 
Mary  Palmer,  who  was  born  July  20,  1796,  and 
died  July  21,  1828,  and  (second)  Mrs.  Pamela 
(Palmer)  Page,  who  died  in  1862.  He  was  a man 
of  ability,  holding  a prominent  place  in  the  com- 
munity. He  was  the  father  of  six  children,  all  by 
his  first  marriage:  Joshua  Palmer,  born  June  8, 
1821,  died  February  18,  1842;  John  and  Jonathan, 
twins,  born  February  26,  1823,  died  in  childhood; 

I Clarissa,  born  March  21,  1824,  married  A.  L.  Greg- 
ory, and  died  August  20,  1874;  Albert  Galatin, 
our  subject,  will  be  mentioned  again  more  fully: 
William  Alpheus,  born  May  20,  1828,  now  a farm- 
er at  Hollisterville,  was  married,  in  1851,  to  Nancy 
Mitchell,  who  died  in  1896. 

VIII.  Albert  Galatin  Hollister,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  May  9,  1826,  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Hollisterville,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. In  his  youth  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade 
under  the  direction  of  his  father,  with  whom  he 
continued  to  work  until  the  age  of  twenty-four. 
He  then  worked  at  his  trade  on  his  own  account 
for  one  year,  and  for  five  years  he  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  rakes.  In  1868  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  near  Moscow,  Penn.,  and  oper- 
ated a sawmill  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  Railroad  for  several  years,  when  he  sold 
the  plant  to  his  son-in-law,  Hon.  W.  K.  Beck,  who 
still  owns  it.  Mr.  Hollister  then  removed  to  Plano, 
111.,  and  spent  eight  months  in  the  manufacture 
of  harvester  teeth,  in  April,  1876,  removing  to  the 
old  home  and  taking  charge  of  the  flour  and  feed 
mill,  which  has  long  been  famous  for  making  a 
superior  brand  of  buckwheat  flour.  The  mill  was 
erected,  in  1813,  by  Ebenezer  Cobb,  who  started 
it  with  but  one  run  of  stone,  and  it  is  now  a noted 
landmark.  Mr.  Hollister  is  a man  of  sterling  qual- 
ities of  character,  firm  in  his  convictions  and  strong 
in  his  likes  and  dislikes,  yet  of  a quiet  and  unassum- 
ing manner,  and  his  unfailing  kindness  has  won  for 


him  the  name  of  “the  poor  man’s  friend.”  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Democrat,  and  fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  order,  having  taken  his 
first  degree  many  years  ago.  On  March  7,  1847, 
he  was  married,  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county, 
by  Rev.  Edwin  Mendenhall,  an  Episcopal  minister, 
to  Miss  Mary  Eliza  Ellting,  who  was  born  Febru- 
ary 13,  1825,  at  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  and  died 
January  13,  1887,  her  remains  being  interred  at 
Hollisterville.  She  possessed  a bright,  sunny  dis- 
position, and  was  beloved  by  all  who  came  within 
her  influence.  Her  father,  Addison  Ellting,  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  came  to  Wayne  county  at  an 
early  day,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Hannah  Starr  Raymond,  was  a sister  of  John  Ray- 
mond, of  Scranton,  familiarly  known  throughout  a 
large  circle  of  friends  as  “Uncle  John.”  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hollister : Charles 

A.,  born  July  12,  1848,  died  June  26,  1851  ; Hannah 
Mide  married,  May  23,  1870,  Hon.  W.  Iv.  Beck, 
then  of  Lockport,  now  of  Moscow,  Lackawanna 
county;  Frances  E.  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Killam, 
a lawyer,  who  is  practicing  in  Scranton;  Nellie  M., 
a talented  musician,  resides  with  her  father,  and  is 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  music ; Mary  E. 
died  in  infancy ; and  Carrie  A.  married  Isaac  W. 
Cobb,  who  died  June  1,  1892,  and  she  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  father. 

Hannah  Mide  Hollister  married  William  K. 
Beck  May  23,  1870,  and  children  as  follows  were 
born  to  this  union : Mary  Ellting,  who  married 

Bion  A.  Miller,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  in  September, 
1893,  and  has  one  child,  Marjorie,  born  in  February, 
1898;  Alberta  Mai,  who  married  Dr.  Frank  Budd, 
of  Worcester,  Mass.;  Daisy  Mildred;  Nellie  May, 
who  married  Frank  Rafferty;  Thomas  Albert,  who 
married  May  Fisher;  Karl  Herbert;  Kathryn  Fran- 
ces, and  Grace  Margaret.  Frances  E.  Hollister  mar- 
ried Benjamin  F.  Killam  in  September,  1871,  and 
their  children  are:  Emalene  Beaver,  who  mar- 

ried Dr.  Edson  M.  Green,  of  Scranton;  Yolande; 
and  Frances  Marie. 

HENRY  HILL,  a prosperous  lumberman 
and  farmer  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  is  one 
of  the  most  influential  and  popular  citizens  of  his 
community.  In  looking  back  through  the  vista 
of  the  past  we  see  a friendless  boy  who  came  to 
the  New  World  in  search  of  home  and  fortune ; 
at  present  we  see  his  ambitious  dreams  realized, 
and  could  the  veil  of  the  future  be  lifted  we  would 
doubtless  see  an  honored  old  age,  crowned  with 
the  respect  and  veneration  which  is  accorded  a 
well-spent  life. 

Mr.  Hill  was  born- in  Belfast,  Ireland,  in  June, 
1847,  a son  °f  John  and  Christina  Hill,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  country,  the  father  being  a 
farmer.  Of  their  eight  children,  Mary,  Agnes, 
Martha,  John  and  James  are  still  residents  of  Ire- 
land, while  Robert,  Thomas  and  our  subject  came 
to  this  country.  Robert  located  in  Harford,  Penn., 
where  he  married  Miss  Mary  Alexander.  He  was 
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burned  to  death  when  his  home  was  destroyed  by 
lire,  leaving  a wife  and  four  children : Mary,  Mar- 
tha, Agnes  and  Janies,  still  residents  of  Harford, 
Susquehanna  county.  Thomas  came  to  America 
with  our  subject  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  and  for  some  years  engaged  in  farming  in 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  In  1865  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  E.  Alexander,  of  Harford,  where 
they  lived  on  a farm  for  about  twelve  years,  and  on 
selling  out  removed  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  stone  business  and  still  continues 
to  make  his  home.  He  has  two  children:  Mary, 
Mrs.  Tiffany,  of  Susquehanna  county ; and  Will- 
iam, who  is  with  his  father  in  Scranton. 

On  coming  to  the  United  States,  in  1862,  Hen- 
ry Hill  also  located  in  Harford,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  worked  on  a farm  for  nine  years, 
and  iii  1871  came  to  Wayne  county,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  as  a contractor  for  W.  G. 
Underwood,  of  Lake  Como,  for  a number  of  years. 
After  his  marriage,  in  1874,  he  located  in  Preston 
township,  where  he  continued  lumbering,  and  near 
Preston  Park  Station,  in  that  township,  he  pur- 
chased a partially  improved  farm  in  1879,  making 
it  his  home  for  two  years.  He  then  sold,  and 
bought  156  acres  of  land  in  Scott  township,  near 
Island  Pond,  from  which  heavily  wooded  tract  he 
has  developed  a fine  place,  which  he  has  improved 
with  a good  residence  and  substantial  outbuildings, 
making  it  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township. 
In  1890  the  borough  of  Starrucca  adopted  the  cash 
system  of  road  making,  and  Mr.  Hill  was  employed 
as  superintendent  and  roadmaster  for  a term  of 
two  years,  during  which  time  he  faithfully  dis- 
charged his  duties.  He  was  then  elected  road- 
master  for  Scott  township,  and  most  efficiently 
served  in  that  capacity  until  March,  1897,  construct- 
ing a number  of  county  bridges  and-  keeping  the 
roads  in  first-class  condition.  He  now  devotes  his 
time  and  attention  principally  to  his  lumbering 
and  farming. 

In  1874  Mr.  Hill  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Ellen  A.  King,  of  Starrucca,  a daughter  of 
R.  K.  and  Minerva  King,  well-to-do  agriculturists. 
Four  children  bless  this  union,  one  son  and  three 
daughters.  Leone  D.,  born  in  Preston  township, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  for  several  years  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching;  she  married  E.  L.  Stanton,  of  Wayne 
county,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Wind- 
sor, N.  Y.  Henry  Lione,  born  in  Preston  town- 
ship, was  educated  in  the  local  schools  and  is  still 
at  home  with  his  parents.  Anna  Pearl  and  Glennie 
C.,  both  born  in  Wayne  county,  are  still  attending 
school. 

As  a Republican,  Mr.  Hill  has  taken  a very 
prominent  part  in  political  affairs,  has  been  a dele- 
gate to  a number  of  county  conventions,  was  a 
member  of  the  county  committee  seven  or  eight 
years,  and  has  done  much  to  advance  the  interests 
of  his  party  and  insure  its  success  in  his  locality. 
He  has  capably  filled  several  township  offices,  and 


during  the  senatorial  contest  in  1896  was  elected  one 
of  th9  conferees  to  Montrose,  where  he  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  advancing  the  interests  of  Jus  party.  In 
religious  connection  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  En- 
dowed by  nature  with  more  than  ordinary  intellect- 
ual ability,  and  having  received  a fair  education, 
Mr.  Hill  has  succeeded  in  attaining  a position  of 
prominence,  and  has  accumulated  a handsome 
property,  all  through  his  own  individual  efforts. 

JOSEPH  F.  OLLDORF,  proprietor  of  the 
“Burnett  House’’  at  Stroudsburg,  is  an  able  and 
efficient  manager,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  won  the  appreciation  of  the  traveling  public 
by  the  careful  attention  which  they  give  to  the  com- 
fort and  welfare  of  all  guests.  The  atmosphere  of 
good  cheer  which  prevails  in  the  establishment 
seems  reflected  from  the  genial  disposition  of  the 
host,  and  it  is  by  no  means  the  least  of  the  attrac- 
tions of  the  place. 

Mr.  Olldorf  is  of  German  descent.  His  father, 
Frederick  Olldorf,  was  the  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  America,  and  he  settled  at  Honesdale  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  this  country,  and  for  many  years 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  woolen  mills  at  See- 
leyville,  Wayne  county,  resigning  the  position  a 
short  time  previous  to  his  death  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
one.  His  wife,  Mary  (Nichols),  of  Middletown, 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  was  over  sixty  years  old  at  the 
time  of  her  death,  and  her  father,  Joseph  Nichols, 
lived  to  be  over  eighty  years  of  age.  Our  subject 
was  the  eldest  of  five  children,  the  others  being: 
Frederick,  who  died  in  childhood;  John,  foreman 
of  a silkmill  at  Stroudsburg;  Fanelta  B.,  deceased; 
and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Elmer  Ferguson,  who  re- 
sides near  Honesdale,  Wayne  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  22,  1848, 
at  Honesdale,  and  while  his  education  was  par- 
tially secured  in  the  schools  of  Seeleyville  he  also 
attended  a German  school  at  Honesdale  for  some 
time.  From  an  early  age  he  displayed  rare  talent 
as  a musician,  and  at  different  times  he  took  lessons 
on  the  violin  under  two  men  who  were  considered 
the  best  teachers  obtainable  in  that  locality.  He 
became  an  expert,  and  for  a long  time  his  services 
were  in  demand  by  the  traveling  shows  and  dra- 
matic troops  which  visited  Honesdale.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  employed  in  a woolen  mill,  at 
carding  and  spinning,  but  in  1884  he  went  to  Scran- 
ton, Penn.,  to  take  a position  as  foreman  in  Albert 
Harvey’s  silk-mill.  After  five  years  there  he  re- 
moved to  Stroudsburg  to  superintend  the  new  silk- 
mill  then  being  started  in  that  city,  and  for  six  years 
he  served  as  its  foreman.  He  then  went  to  Lees- 
ville,  Conn.,  and  started  a silk-mill  for  Theodore 
Teels,  which  he  superintended  for  a year,  and  later 
he  held  a similar  position  at  Petersburg,  Va.  Since 
leaving  the  latter  place  he  has  resided  in  Strouds- 
burg, and  in  June,  1894,  he  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  the  “Burnett  House,”  which  he  has  suc- 
cessfully conducted.  In  politics  he  is  a Republi- 
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can ; fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Benevolent 
and  Patriotic  Order  of  Elks. 

In  1872  Mr.  Olldorf  married  Miss  Mary  Hard- 
wick, a native  of  Prompton,  Wayne  county,  and  six 
children  have  blessed  the  union.  (1)  Frederick  D., 
head  bookkeeper  for  the  S.  S.  Beef  Co.,  of  Scran- 
ton, married  Miss  Hettie  Morgan,  and  has  two 
children,  Joseph  and  Margaret.  (2)  Willie  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years.  (3)  Harry,  a popular  young 
man,  is  a clerk  in  his  father’s  hotel.  (4)  Edward 
and  (5)  Alice  are  at  home,  and  (6)  Elsie,  twin  of 
Alice,  is  deceased. 

JOHN  G.  CHAMBERLIN  is  a representa- 
tive and  prominent  citizen  of  Polk  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  who,  through  the  winter,  is  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  cigars,  while  during  the  summer 
months  his  time  and  attention  are  devoted  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  is  enterprising  and  progress- 
ive, and  carries  forward  to  successful  completion 
whatever  he  undertakes. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  was  born  in  Lower  Saucon 
townhip,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  July  21,  1848, 
a son  of  Levi  W.  and  Mary  (Groop)  Chamberlin, 
natives  of  Montgomery  and  Northampton  coun- 
ties, respectively.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  laid  aside  all  personal  interests  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  enlisted  for  nine  months  in 
Company  F,  153rd  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Stouds, 
but  ten  months  of  faithful  service  had  expired  be- 
fore he  was  mustered  out.  He  was  injured  in  the 
woods  by  the  limb  of  a tree  falling  upon  him,  mak- 
ing him  humpbacked,  but  he  never  applied  for  a 
pension.  Pie  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chan- 
cellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  and  was  always  found 
at  his  post  of  duty,  valiantly  defending  the  old  flag 
and  the  cause  it  represented.  He  was  a supporter 
of  the  Republican  party  and  a faithful  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  Pie  died  in  Hellertown,  North- 
ampton county,  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  that  place, 
while  his  wife,  who  held  membership  in  the  Luther- 
an Church,  died  in  Hellertown,  in  June,  1876,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  old 
Williams  township  cemetery,  Northampton  county. 
They  were  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  had  a 
host  of  warm  friends  in  the  community  where  they 
made  their  home.  Their  children  were : Catherine, 
now  the  wife  of  John  Flick,  of  Northampton  coun- 
ty ; John  G.,  our  subject ; and  James  S.,  a cigar  man- 
ufacturer of  Alton,  Illinois. 

John  G.  Chamberlin  remained  on  the  home 
farm,  assisting  his  father  in  its  operation  until 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  was  married  at  Bethle- 
hem, Penn.,  December  31,  1875,  to  Miss  Anna 
Krome,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children : 
William  C.,  a barber  and  cigar  maker  of  Philadel- 
phia; Robert  R.,  who  taught  school  three  years, 
graduated  from  the  Polytechnic  Institute  at  Gil- 
berts, Penn.,  June  30,  1899,  and  entered  Lafayette 
College,  at  Easton,  September  18,  1899;  and  John 
S.,  an  expert  cigar  maker,  who  resides  at  home. 


Idle  parents  take  great  pride  in  educating  their  chil- 
dren and  have  provided  them  with  good  school 
privileges.  The  eldest  son  also  holds  a teacher’s 
certificate. 

Mrs.  Chamberlin  was  born  in  Penn  Forest 
township,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  March  2,  1853,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Dellinger)  Krome, 
who  were  natives  of  Germany,  but  became  ac- 
quainted and  were  married  at  Albrightsville,  Car- 
bon Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  until  1866.  That  year  they  removed  to 
Effort,  Monroe  county,  where  Mr.  Krome  followed 
farming  until  called  from  this  life  in  July,  1893, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  He  was  quite 
prominent  and  highly  esteemed.  ITis  widow,  who 
was  born  in  1834,  is  still  living  on  the  home  place 
in  Effort,  with  her  son.  The  children  of  the  fam- 
ily are  as  follows:  Anna,  wife  of  our  subject; 

Jennie,  deceased  wife  of  John  Tidd;  George,  a 
farmer  of  Polk  township ; Charles,  a cigar  manu- 
facturer of  Effort;  Emily,  wife  of  Charles  Werley, 
of  Easton ; James,  a farmer  of  Effort ; Gustave, 
a carpenter  of  Monroe  county;  William,  a 
plumber  of  Philadelphia;  and  John,  a clerk  of 
Wilkes  Barre. 

On  leaving  home  Mr.  Chamberlin  went  to 
Lowqr  Saucon  township,  Northampton  county, 
where  he  served  a seven-months’  apprenticeship  to 
the  cigarmaker’s  trade  with  John  Emory,  and  then 
worked  as  a journeyman  at  different  places.  For 
two  years  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars 
at  Lehighton,  Penn.,  on  his  own  account,  and  in 
1881  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Polk  town- 
ship, Monroe  county.  He  is  fond  of  reading,  and 
is  well  posted  on  general  literature,  and  the  lead- 
ing questions  and  topics  of  the  day.  He  is  not 
identified  with  any  political  organization,  but  sup- 
ports the  man  whom  he  believes  best  qualified  to 
fill  the  office,  regardless  of  party  ties.  He  has  al- 
ways taken  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in 
educational  affairs,  and  for  four  years  was  a most 
efficient  member  of  the  school  board.  In  religious 
belief  he  and  his  wife  are  Lutherans,  and  in  the 
social  circles  of  the  community  they  occupy  an 
enviable  position. 

EUGENE  SWINGLE.  The  homestead  of  the 
Swingle  family  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
county,  a fine  estate  now  occupied  by  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  that  locality, 
being  a portion  of  a 400-acre  tract  purchased  in  1783 
by  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  a native  of  Switzerland, 
who  is  mentioned  more  fully  in  the  Swingle  family 
history,  elsewhere.  Our  subject  is  of  the  fifth  gen- 
eration in  direct  descent  from  the  old  pioneer,  the 
line  being  traced  through  Squire  Paul  Swingle,  his 
father,  who  is  now  a leading  resident  of  South 
Canaan  Corners ; Moses  Swingle,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Cobb ; and  Conrad  Swingle,  a son  of 
Hans. 

Eugene  Swingle  was  born  December  3,  1858, 
at  the  old  homestead,  where  his  youth  was  spent. 
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At  the  age  of  twenty  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber,  which  he  has  ever  since  continued  suc- 
cessfully. He  resided  at  different  places  in  his  na- 
tive township  until  1885,  when  he  purchased  from 
E.  Swingle  the  homestead  on  which  he  now  ic- 
sides,  and  which  has  been  much  improved  under  his 
judicious  management,  and  as  it  has  never  been 
alienated  from  the  family  name  it  possesses  many 
interesting  associations  with  the  past.  His  present 
attractive  residence,  which  was  built  by  him  in  1885, 
is  worthy  of  its  surroundings.  Mr.  Swingle  is  act- 
ive and  influential  in  local  affairs,  being  one  of  the 
leading  Republicans  of  his  township,  and  in  June, 
1897,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  South  Canaan. 
In  religious  work  he  is  also  prominent  as  a member 
of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  has 
for  some  time  held  the  office  of  trustee,  and  is  now 
serving  as  secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees.  So- 
cially lie  and  his  family  are  popular,  and  he  is  identi- 
fied with  various  organizations. 

On  March  19,  1879,  Mr.  Swingle  was  married, 
in  South  Canaan  township,  by  Rev.  M.  Berriman, 
to  Miss  Jeannette  Hetzel,  and  their  home  has  been 
brightened  by  the  following  children : Frances, 

born  May  5,  1880;  Blanche,  born  July  31,  1883; 
Mead,  born  March  1,  1887,  died  May  3,  1897;  and 
Hazel,  born  June  12,  1891.  Mrs.  Swingle  was  born 
in  South  Canaan  township,  March  12,  1858,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Hetzel,  and  granddaughter  of  Peter 
Hetzel.  Her  grandfather,  who  was  a clock-maker 
by  trade,  removed  in  1842  from  Lehman,  Pike  coun- 
ty, to  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  there  October  1, 
1843,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two,  and  his  wife,  Eliza- 
beth (Gunn),  died  in  1877,  aged  eighty-six,  the  re- 
mains of  both  being  interred  in  that  township.  Of 
their  children,  the  eldest,  Jacob,  is  a farmer  in  Kan- 
sas; John,  deceased,  was  a farmer  at  Fallston, 
Penn. ; Eliza  A.  married  Jacob  Hornbeck,  of  Pike 
county  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; Samuel,  Mrs. 
Swingle's  father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; 
and  Peter  (2)  is  a farmer  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship. 

Samuel  Hetzel  was  born  May  15,  1825,  in  Sus- 
sex county,  N.  J.,  and  in  1842  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Wayne  county.  He  remained  at  home  until 
he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  began  working 
on  the  gravity  railroad  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
Co.,  and  after  four  years  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  continuing  on  the  road 
for  them  for  ten  years.  During  this  time  he  was 
conductor  on  trains  of  various  kinds.  On  Tune  28, 
t86o,  his  train,  which  consisted  of  forty  cars,  went 
through  a trestle  at  Kizertown,  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, killing  his  brother-in-law,  George  Shaffer,  and 
crippling  John  Hafifer.  After  this  occurrence  Mr. 
Hetzel  continued  on  the  road  only  a few  months,  and 
then  retired  to  his  present  farm,  which  he  had  pur- 
chased in  185S  and  upon  which  his  family  was 
already  settled.  hile  his  father  was  a stanch 
Demon  at.  Air.  Hetzel  is  an  Independent  in  politics, 
voting  for  the  men  and  measures  that  he  considers 


best,  irrespective  of  party  lines,  and  although  he  is 
not  an  office-seeker  he  has  served  as  poormaster  for 
a time.  He  was  married,  in  January,  1852,  at 
Bethany,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Shaffer, 
],v  whom  he  had  the  following  children  : Albert,  un- 
married, who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty ; Warren,  who  died  in  Montana,  unmarried ; Jean- 
nette, wife  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Squire 
Paul  Swingle,  of  South  Canaan  township;  and 
Charles,  who  married  Amanda  Curtis,  and  resides  at 
the  homestead  with  his  parents.  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 
(Shaffer)  Hetzel  was  a member  of  a well-known 
family  of  this  section,  and  was  born  in  South  Canaan 
township,  about  1830.  She  died  November  3,  1893, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  near  her  home. 
Her  great-grandfather,  John  Shaffer,  settled  in 
Wayne  county  in  1783,  and  her  grandfather,  Moses 
Shaffer,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  that  local- 
ity. Moses  Shaffer  was  twice  married,  his  sec- 
ond wife  being  Elizabeth  Gunn.  Jacob  Shaffer,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Hetzel,  was  a lifelong  resi- 
dent of  South  Canaan  township,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  His  death  occurred  in  1880,  at 
the  home  of  Samuel  Hetzel,  and  his  wife,  Susan  Ens- 
lin,  died  in  1872,  their  remains  being  interred  in  a 
cemetery  upon  the  farm  of  Samuel  Hetzel.  Mrs. 
Hetzel  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  six  children, 
the  others  being:  George,  who  was  killed  while 

working  on  a railroad ; Leonard,  a farmer  in  South 
Canaan  township;  Matilda,  Mrs.  John  Haffer,  a 
widow,  residing  at  Dunmore,  Penn. ; Jacob  E.,  a 
farmer  in  South  Canaan  township ; and  Sophia,  who 
died  in  childhood. 

CHARLES  W.  ANGLE,  a wealthy  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  was 
identified  for  many  years  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  that  locality,  but  is  now  passing  the  after- 
noon of  life  in  well-earned  leisure.  He  is  an  able 
financier,  and  his  investments  receive  his  personal 
attention,  while  he  is  also  a valued  adviser  in  several 
business  enterprises  in  which  he  is  a stockholder. 

According  to  tradition,  the  Angle  family  in  the 
United  States  is  descended  from  three  brothers  of 
that  name  who  came  from  Germany  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  war.  When  the  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence culminated  in  open  strife,  two  of  the  broth- 
ers supported  the  British  claim,  while  the  other 
joined  the  forces  under  Washington.  Unfortunately 
a full  genealogical  record  has  not  been  preserved, 
and  the  successive  generations  cannot  now  be  traced  ; 
but  it  is  definitely  known  that  our  subject  is  a de- 
scendant of  the  brother  who  fought  on  the  side  of 
freedom.  Jacob  J.  Angle,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  where  he 
followed  farming  for  many  years.  He  lived  to  the 
age  seventy-two  y^ears  and  ten  months,  and  was  twice 
married.  By  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  (Beilis),  he  had 
five  children:  Margaret,  who  married  Abraham 
Cool,  and  died  in  the  West;  John  J.,  our  subject’s 
father ; Johanna,  who  married  Phillip  Butz,  of 
Belvidere,  N.  J. ; Samuel,  a farmer,  who  married 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


801 


Mary  Cool,  and  died  in  Monroe  county ; and  Charles 
W.,  who  married  Eliza,  daughter  of  Dr.  Jabez  Guin- 
nip.  By  his  second  wife,  Mary  (Kirkeff  ) , Jacob  J. 
Angle  had  twochildren  : Jay  J., who  removed  to  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  and  engaged  in  business  as  a tan- 
ner; and  Charlotte,  who  married  (first)  a Mr.  Quig, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  (second)  David  Silverthorne. 

John  J.  Angle,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  30,  1798,  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and 
in  April,  1845,  removed  to  this  section,  purchasing 
land  in  Middlesmithfield  township,  Monroe  county. 
The  tract  was  partially  improved,  and  he  continued 
to  cultivate  it  until  1862,  when  he  retired  from  the 
active  management,  our  subject  taking  charge  of  the 
place.  He  died  there  August  15,  1887,  aged  89  years. 
He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  possessing  a strong 
character  and  positive  convictions,  and  for  nearly 
half  a century  he  was  a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church, 
holding  that  office  at  the  time  of  his  death  ; in  politics 
he  was  a Democrat.  He  married  (first)  a Miss 
Roan,  who  died  a few  years  later,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Anna  Maria,  born  in  1820,  who  did  not  live 
to  womanhood.  On  May  25,  1822,  he  married  Miss 
Margaret  Cool,  a native  of  Warren  county,  N.  J., 
who  was  born  October  23,  1799,  and  died  April  14. 
1888,  aged  88  years  and  5 months,  and  they  had  six 
children,  each  of  whom  attained  the  age  of  sixty 
years  or  more:  (1)  Jacob  J.,  born  December  19, 
1822,  accompanied  his  parents  to  Middlesmithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  for  some  time  he  al- 
ternated farming  with  teaching,  in  which  he  was  re- 
markably successful.  After  his  marriage  to  Cather- 
ine Eilenberger,  of  that  township,  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county ; later  he 
sold  that  place  and  bought  another  in  the  suburbs  of 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  died  October  15,  1887,  aged 
sixty-four  years  and  ten  months.  (2)  Susannah, 
born  November  24,  1824,  died  June  5,  1890,  and  her 
husband,  Henry  Alberton,  of  Warren  county,  N.  J., 
died  June  9,  1888.  (3)  Elizabeth,  born  December 

17,  1826,  married  Samuel  Diltrick,  and  resided  near 
East  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county ; she  died 
January  29,  1890,  in  Stroudsburg.  ' (4)  Sarah  K., 
born  March  22,  1829,  married  Henry  D.  Bush,  and 
resides  in  Stroudsburg.  (5)  Charles  W.  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below.  (6)  Maria  C.,  born  Febru- 
ary 11,  1833,  married  James  W.  Overfield,  and  now 
resides  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county. 

Charles  W.  Angle  was  born  October  9,  1831, 
near  Delaware  Station,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  was 
educated  in  the  country  schools  of  his  day,  making 
such  good  use  of  his  limited  opportunities  that  he 
became  qualified  to  teach,  and  spent  six  winters  in 
that  work.  He  became  familiar  with  all  the  details 
of  farm  work  while  assisting  his  father  on  the  home- 
stead, and  after  the  retirement  of  the  latter  he  con- 
ducted the  place  for  eleven  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased a farm  near  Marshall’s  creek,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1893  : but  since  that  time  has  resided 
in  Stroudsburg  in  a comfortable  and  attractive 
home.  At  present  he  is  a director  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Stroudsburg  and  in  the  Stroudsburg 
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Water  Co.,  while  for  a number  of  years  he  served 
as  manager  of  and  surveyor  for  the  Farmers  Fire  In- 
surance Co.,  of  Monroe  county.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  for  some  time  he  held  the  office  of 
auditor  of  Middlesmithfield  township,  being  clerk  of 
the  board.  On  January  22,  1861,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Posten,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Emma 
Clara.  She  possesses  much  talent,  and  after  com- 
pleting the  course  of  study  offered  in  the  local 
schools  she  attended  a seminary  in  Hacketstown,  N. 
J.,  and  a school  at  Nyack,  on  the  Hudson,  later  going 
to  Claverack,  N.  Y.,  to  pursue  a higher  course  in 
French  and  music ; on  October  30,  1895,  she  married 
Edwin  Coolbaugh,  of  Philadelphia,  who  is  conected 
with  the  Electric  & Gas  Co.  The  family  is  identified 
with  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Angle  and 
his  wife  are  both  members.  He  was  at  one  time  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Grange. 

Mrs.  Angle  was  born  April  20,  1840,  in  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  received  a good  com- 
mon-school education.  On  the  paternal  side  she  is  of 
good  old  Bucks  county  stock,  and  her  grandparents, 
Jacob  and  Anna  (Burson)  Posten,  removed  from 
that  county  about  1789,  settling  in  what  is  now 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  where  they 
died  at  an  advanced  age.  James  Posten,  the  fa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Angle,  was  born  in  1784,  in 
Bucks  county,  but  the  greater  portion  of  his  life 
was  spent  in  farming  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  he  died  March  1,  1862,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years,  seven  months  and  twenty-seven 
days.  In  his  youth  he  clerked  in  a store  for  a short 
time,  and  previous  to  settling  down  upon  his  farm 
he  traveled  over  the  Western  States  on  horseback. 
He  was  a Quaker,  having  been  reared  in  that  faith, 
but  his  wife,  Mary  Dean,  who  died  April  5,  1881, 
aged  seventy  years  and  seven  months,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church.  This  worthy  couple 
had  the  following  children:  Jacob,  a railroad  man, 
who  married  Malvina  Bush  and  resides  in  East 
Stroudsburg;  Anna  M.,  deceased  wife  of  Jabez 
Angle ; Emily,  who  married  Reuben  Detrick,  and 
resides  in  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  Mary  E.  (Mrs. 
Angle)  ; Esther,  who  married  (first)  Sylvester  Van- 
vliet,  and  (second)  John  Austin,  of  Clark’s  Green, 
Penn. ; James,  a machinist  in  Stroudsburg,  who  mar- 
ried Anna  L.  Huntsman ; Martha,  wife  of  David  S. 
Lee,  an  attorney  at  Stroudsburg ; Sarah  B.,  who 
married  (first)  Jerome  Storm,  and  after  his  death 
wedded  Adam  Dichel,  of  New  York  City,  who  su- 
perintends the  construction  of  large  buildings  under 
contract ; and  Willis,  a painter  in  Stroudsburg,  who 
married  Mary  Erdman. 

GEORGE  W.  SIGLIN.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  one  of  those  active  human  forces  whose 
progressive  spirit  and  enterprise  count  for  so  much  in 
the  life  of  a community.  ■ Mr.  Siglin  has  within  him 
the  genius  for  hard  work,  for  cheerfully  and  man- 
fully grappling  with  the  problems  and  labors  of  life 
as  they  appear.  His  industry,  patience  and  intelli- 
gence have  won  for  him  an  enviable  reputation,  and 
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established  for  him  a character  that  is  vitalizing  in 
its  influence  upon  the  community. 

Mr.  Siglin  was  born  in  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county,  April  20,  185°)  a son  Frederick 
and  Susannah  (Zeigenfus)  Siglin,  also  natives  of 
Monroe  county,  ihe  grandfather,  hrcdrich  Sig- 
lin, who  had  married  Miss  Susannah  Nult,  migrated 
to  Chestnut  11  ill  township  about  1825,  and  there 
remained  through  life,  following  the  vocation  of  a 
farmer,  llis  son  Frederick,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1807.  lie  married  Susannah  Zeigenfus, 
daughter  of  George  Zeigenfus,  a prominent  farmer 
of  Carbon  county,  and  in  Monroe  county  became 
a prominent  citizen.  For  a period  of  twenty  years 
he  was  supervisor,  so  well  were  his  capable  services 
appreciated.  Himself  and  family  were  leading 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Brodheadsville. 
In  1865  he  removed  to  the  farm  now  owned  and 
operated  by  his  son  George  W.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  here  he  died  in  1890  aged  eighty-two 
years.  His  widow,  who  was  born  in  November, 
1815,  died  October  9,  1899.  The  family  of  Fred- 
erick and  Susannah  Siglin  were  as  follows : Simon, 
who  enlisted  in  the  67th  Regiment,  P.  V.  I.,  and 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Winchester  June  15,  1863  ; 
Jesse,  now  in  the  oil  business  in  St.  Mary’s,  Ohio ; 
William,  a member  of  the  same  company  with  his 
brother  Simon,  was  also  killed  in  the  battle  of  Win- 
chester ; Elizabeth,  widow  of  Thomas  Sebring,  of 
Tannersville,  Penn.;  Susannah,  wife  of  Benjamin 
Ashton,  of  Shelton,  Neb. ; Ferd,  late  of  Canadensis, 
Penn.,  died  March  2,  1899;  George  W.,  subject  of 
this  sketch ; and  Mary,  Hannah,  and  Charles,  who 
all  died  in  childhood  within  a period  of  three  months. 

George  W.  was  reared  on  the  farm  of  his  par- 
ents, and  remained  at  home  until  the  age  of  twenty 
years.  He  was  then  engaged  in  the  lumber  woods 
in  Coolbaugh  township,  until  his  marriage,  May  23, 
1880,  at  Cherry  Valley,  Monroe  county,  to  Miss 
Emma  Sandt.  She  was  born  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  in  May,  1862,  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Bowman)  Sandt,  farmers 
of  that  township.  William  Sandt  was  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Susannah  (Kickline)  Sandt,  of  North- 
hampton county,  who  removed  to  Hamilton  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  in  an  early  day.  William 
Sandt  served  during  the  Civil  war  as  a member 
■of  Company  G,  67th  P.  V . L,  and  is  now  a promi- 
nent resident  of  Hamilton  township.  Himself  and 
family  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  The 
•children  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Sandt  are  as  fol- 
lows: Emma,  wife  of  our  subject;  Montgomery, 
a resident  of  Saylorsburg,  Monroe  county;  Isaac, 
a farmer  of  Hamilton  township ; George,  living  with 
his  parents;  Maggie,  wife  of  John  E.  Heller,  a resi- 
dent of  Bossardsville ; and  John,  with  his  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Siglin  have  one  child,  Ida. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Siglin  lived  for  three 
years  in  the  woods  at  Bear  Creek,  Luzerne  county. 
He  then  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  where  he  has  continued  lumbering  in  con- 
nection with  farming.  He  is  a member  of  the  Re- 


formed Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 
In  1896  he  was  elected  school  director,  and  has 
served  as  secretary  of  the  board ; he  is  prominently  , 
identified  with  the  K.  of  P.,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  P.  O. 

S.  of  A.,  and  is  most  highly  respected  by  his  ever- 
widening  circle  of  friends. 

SIDNEY  G.  WEBSTER,  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing and  energetic  young  farmers  of  Sterling  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  still  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  was  born  January  26,  1869. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Gustavus  A.  and  Ar- 
menia (Bidwell)  Webster,  were  also  natives  of 
Wayne  county,  the  former  born  in  Sterling  town- 
ship, the  latter  in  Salem  township.  The  father  car- 
ried on  operations  in  his  native  township  through- 
out life,  and  transformed  his  place  into  a well-cul- 
tivated and  productive  farm.  He  held  several  local 
offices,  such  as  supervisor,  assessor  and  school  di- 
rector, and  was  numbered  among  the  most  useful 
and  honored  citizens  of  his  community.  Politically 
he  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
religiously  he  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  He  died  June  25,  1892,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one  years,  nine  months  and  five  days,  and 
was  buried  at  Salem.  His  widow,  who  was  born 
May  30,  1826,  is  an  intelligent  woman,  and  now 
makes  her  home  with  her  sons  Elmer  E.  and  Sidney 
G.,  who  live  on  adjoining  farms.  In  order  of  birth 
their  children  were  as  follows : Marion  J.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1848,  married  Jennie  Martz ; he  is  an 
agent,  living  in  .Scranton,  Penn.  Frances  D.,  born 
August  2,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  Nelson  C.  Benjamin, 
a farmer  of  Brooklyn,  Penn.  Leonora  F.,  born 
February  14,  1855,  is  the  widow  of  G.  A.  Catterson, 
of  Chinchilla,  Penn.  Helen  B.,  born  February  5, 
1858,  is  the  wife  of  John  Swartz,  a farmer  of  Ster- 
ling township.  Elmer  E.,  born  March  14,  1863, 
married  Albertie  L.  Ferguson;  he  is  a farmer  of  the 
same  township.  Sidney  G.  completes  the  family. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
Levi  A.  and  Martha  (Munn)  Webster,  of  Connecti- 
cut, of  which  State  his  maternal  grandparents,  Oren 
and  Betsy  (Daniels)  Bidwell,  were  also  natives. 

In  1801,  when  a child  of  five  years,  Oren  Bidwell 
came  to  Salem  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  with  his 
parents,  Ephraim  and  Dorcus  (Andrews)  Bidwell, 
who  spent  their  remaining  years  here.  On  reach- 
ing manhood  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
and  continued  to  follow  that  pursuit  throughout 
life.  He  died  March  27,  1851,  aged  fifty-five  years, 
his  wife  in  1861,  aged  sixty  years,  and  both  were 
buried  in  Salem.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
Ira  married  Eliza  Wright;  Lavisa  married  Archi- 
bald Smith  ; Hiram  married  Doha  Nicholson  ; Mary 
J.  married  Abram  Simons;  Armenia  is  the  mother 
of  our  subject;  Amanda  married  Reuben  Ingel; 
Gilbert  died  when  young ; Stephen  died  in  the  army 
during  the  Civil  war ; William  H.  married  Polly 
Jones  : George  married  Marian  Leonard  ; and  Frank- 
lin died  in  the  army.  Ira,  William  H.  and  Armenia 
are  now  the  only  survivors. 
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As  soon  as  he  was  large  enough  to  be  of  any 
assistance  Sidney  G.  Webster  began  to  aid  in  the 
operation  of  the  home  farm,  to  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  which  he  still  devotes  his  energies. 
He  is  a thorough  and  systematic  agriculturist,  and 
is  meeting  with  well-deserved  success  in  life.  The 
Republican  party  finds  in  him  a stanch  supporter  of 
its  principles,  and  he  holds  membership  in  the  Pa- 
triotic Order  Sons  of  America. 

At  Hollisterville,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Webster 
was  married  March  26,  1890,  to  Miss  Kate  Snyder, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  Beilis,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Dora  E.,  born  July  3,  1897.  Mrs.  Web- 
ster was  born  in  Madison  township,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  June  20,  1871,  and  is  a daughter  of  Fred- 
erick and  Emeline  (Beisecker)  Snyder.  Pier  father 
was  born  on  the  ocean,  in  1851,  when  his  parents, 
Charles  and  Mary  (Brock)  Snyder,  were  emigrating 
from  Germany  to  America.  In  this  country  they 
made  their  home  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.  Mrs. 
Webster’s  mother  was  a native  of  that  county,  and 
a daughter  of  Adam  and  Polly  (Swartz)  Beisecker. 
of  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna)  county,  where  they 
sirl!  make  their  home.  Mrs.  Webster  is  the  second 
in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  five  children,  the 
others  being  Mary  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Edward 
Webster,  a farmer  of  Madison  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county;  Ethel  E.,  wife  of  Forest  Pees,  a 
decorator  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Elizabeth  B.  and 
PTederick  C.,  who  both  died  when  young.  The 
father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Christian  Church,  died  No- 
vember 1 6;  1879,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-eight 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Madison  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county.  The  mother  is  now  the  wife  of 
Peter  Frederick,  a farmer  of  that  township,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children,  George  C.  and  Gracie  G. 

SAMUEL  T.  SMITH,  a leading  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county, 
successful  as  a tiller  of  the  soil,  and  one  who  has 
been  prominently  identified  -with  local  affairs,  is 
the  proprietor  of  two  good  farms.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  stock  raising,  which  he  carries  on  on 
an  extensive  scale,  and  is  to-day  the  largest  stock 
dealer  in  the  township. 

Mr.  Smith  belongs  to  one  of  the  old  families 
of  the  county,  his  grandfather,  Abram  Smith,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Hamilton  township.  At  an  early 
day,  however,  he  located  in  Jackson  township, 
where  he  took  up  118  acres  of  wild  land,  a con- 
siderable portion  of  which  he  cleared,  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
his  own  farm  he  engaged  in  threshing  with  a flail 
for  neighboring  farmers.  He  died  in  Jackson 
township  in  1883,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
four  years,  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Possinger,  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years.  In  their  family  were  six  children  : Fan- 
nie, "deceased  wife  of  David  Gantzhorn,  of  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county;  Susan,  deceased  wife  of 


Robert  Thompson,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  who 
lived  in  Blakeslee,  Penn.,  and  participated  in  four 
wars,  two  in  this  country;  Sarah,  widow  of  Jacob 
Buskirk;  Joseph  P.,  father  of  our  subject;  Cather- 
ine, deceased  wife  of  John  Buskirk;  and  Abraham, 
a farmer  in  Bay  county,  Michian. 

Joseph  P.  Smith,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Jackson  township,  May  30,  1830,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood.  He  received  only  a common- 
school  education,  but  was  a great  reader,  possessed 
a wonderful  memory,  and  his  opinion  was  always 
sought  in  township  matters.  He  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  old  homestead  in  Jackson  township, 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life  as  a general  farmer. 
In  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  Turner,  a daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Acre)  Turner,  natives 
of  that  township.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  there, 
July  15,  1827,  and  died  March  10,  1897;  her  hus- 
band passed  away  February  28,  1882,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  Reeders  cemetery, 
Jackson  township.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  them.  In  politics  Mr.  Smith  was  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  he  acceptably  filled  the  offices  of 
school  director,  constable  and  collector.  Samuel 
T.  is  the  eldest  of  their  children,  the  others  being: 
Mahlon,  a farmer  and  lumberman  of  Clearfield 
county,  Penn. ; Morris,  a hotelman  of  Du  Bois, 
Clearfield  county ; and  David,  section  boss  on  the 
Wilkes  Barre  & Easton  railroad,  and  a resident  of 
Lackawanna  county,  Pennsylvania. 

In  Jackson  township  Samuel  T.  Smith  was 
born  August  26,  1852,  and  in  its  common  schools 
he  acquired  his  literary  education.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  he  left  home,  and  for  some  time  did 
general  work  throughout  Monroe  county.  He 
followed  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  also  engaged 
in  lumbering  at  Tobyhanna  Mills,  Monroe  county, 
and  in  Sullivan  county,  where  he  worked  as  con- 
tractor for  Hoyt  Brothers  for  three  years.  One 
year  he  devoted  to  distilling  birch  oil  in  Lycoming 
county,  Penn.,  but  in  1886  he  returned  to  Monroe 
county  and  bought  an  improved  farm  of  eighty- 
seven  acres  at  Neola,  Jackson  township,  to  the 
cultivation  of  which  he  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  for  ten  years.  In  1897  he  purchased  the 
Silas  Rinehardt  homestead,  comprising  119  acres, 
too  of  which  have  been  cleared,  and  he  now  owns 
both  farms. 

At  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  June  24,  1878,  Mr.  Smith 
married  Miss  Emma  A.  Reinhart,  who  was  born 
in  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county,  February  5, 
1855,  a daughter  of  Silas  and  Rachel  (Heller) 
Reinhart  (whose  sketch  is  given  elsewhere  in  con- 
nection with  that  of  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Wilson),  and 
died  September  9,  1899.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  had 
three  children : Linnie,  born  April  20,  1881 ; Stan- 

ton, born  August  13,  1883;  and  Essie  Olive,  born 
June  1,  1887.  Essie  O.  is  now  attending  school, 
while  Linnie  and  Stanton  are  successful  teachers 
in  their  township. 
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Since  casting  his  first  vote  Mr.  Smith  has  been 
unwavering  in  his  support  of  t lie  Democracy,  and 
lie  has  taken  a very  active  and  prominent  part  in 
local  politics,  lie  has  served  as  school  director  for 
three  years,  was  inspector  of  elections  in  1886,  as- 
sessor in  1887  and  1888,  and  in  1890  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  which  office  he  is  now  most 
capably  and  satisfactorily  filling.  In  1 895  his  name 
was  before  the  county  convention  for  the  office  of 
sheriff,  and  he  was  defeated  only  by  a small  ma- 
jority; again,  in  1898,  he  entered  the  list  with 
eight  opponents  in  the  field,  and  made  a good  race, 
coming  out  only  ninety-three  votes  behind  the  win- 
ning candidate.  Twenty-three  years  ago  Mr. 
Smith  joined  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows at  Snydersville,  Penn.,  and  is  to-day  a mem- 
ber of  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics  at 
Sciota,  Monroe  county ; American  Protective  As- 
sociation, and  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  Amer- 
ica at  Tanncrsville,  having  become  connected  with 
the  last  named  in  1897.  Although  not  identified 
with  any  religious  denomination, he  attends  Church 
and  gives  liberally  to  the  support  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  at  Reeders.  As  a citizen  he 
meets  every  requirement  and  manifests  a com- 
mendable interest  in  everything  that  is  calculated 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  any 
line.  In  manner  he  is  pleasant  and  genial,  and 
all  who  know  him  esteem  him  highly  for  his  genu- 
ine worth. 

TRUMAN  S.  OSBORN,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  lumbermen  of  Dreher  township, 
Wayne  county,  is  a native  of  that  county,  born 
March  6,  1839,  in  Salem  township. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  born  in  Pittston, 
Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  June  6,  1814,  and  at  an 
early  day  came  to  Wayne  county,  making  his  home 
thereafter  in  Salem  township,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  as  a farmer  and  lumberman.  He  was 
quite  prominent  in  ' local  affairs,  and  was  called 
upon  to  serve  in  several  township  offices.  Re- 
ligiously he  held  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  At  Palmyra,  Penn.,  he  was 
married,  December  17,  1837,  to  Miss  Harriet  Har- 
ris, who  was  born  in  Kingston,  Penn.,  July  18,1821, 
and  died  in  October,  1865,  being  laid  to  rest  in 
Arlington  cemetery.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of 
their  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : Oli- 

ver, born  September  26,  1842,  married  Lucy  Wil- 
cox, and  died  November  8,  1890;  Mary  F.,  born 
September  27,  1845.  's  the  wife  of  F.  Brundage, 
a farmer  of  Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  Will- 
iam FI.,  born  March  8,  1847,  married  Martha  Kick- 
worth,  and  died  in  Wisconsin  in  1885 ; Zilpha  M., 
born  July  1,  1849,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  White, 
a sawyer  of  Mayfield,  Penn. ; Lucy  A.,  born  Au- 
gust 25,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  Daniels,  a 
farmer  of  Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  Wilson 
and  Wilmer,  twins,  were  born  December  21,  1835, 
and  the  former  is  a resident  of  California,  the  lat- 
ter dying  when  young;  Martha  A.,  born  February 


4,  1857,  is  the  widow  of  Hiram  Williams,  a farmer 
of  Lake  township;  George,  born  October  5,  i860, 
married  Ann  Beach,  and  is  a fireman  on  the  Dela- 
ware & Fiudson  railroad,  residing  in  Carbondale, 
Penn.;  and  Peter,  born  April  10,  1863,  died  when 
young.  For  his  second  wife  the  father  married 
Martha  Madison,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Albert 
P.,  a carpenter  of  Carbondale.  Mr.  Osborn  passed 
away  December  24,  1876. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Truman  S. 
Osborn  aided  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm, 
but  after  attaining  his  majority  he  went  to  Prom- 
ised Land,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in 
lumbering  for  a time.  He  then  helped  Lewis 
Bortree  to  build  a sawmill,  and  afterward  worked 
for  his  father-in-law,  Jeremiah  Williams,  for  four 
years.  Returning  to  his  father’s  old  homestead, 
he  operated  the  same  for  one  year  on  shares,  and 
then  again  rented  the  Williams  farm  for  four  years. 
In  connection  with  farming  he  carried  the  mail 
between  South  Sterling  and  Moscow  for  four 
years,  and  on  May  15,  1868,  purchased  his  present 
place,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which 
he  has  since  devoted  his  attention  with  marked 
success.  He  first  bought  fifty  acres,  for  which  he 
paid  $700,  and  to  the  original  purchase  has  added 
forty-one  acres,  making  a fine  farm,  on  which  he 
has  erected  all  the  buildings  and  made  other  im- 
provements that  add  to  its  beauty  and  value. 
Prosperity  has  crowned  his  well-directed  efforts, 
and  besides  his  home  farm  he  also  owns  the  one 
which  his  son  operates.  During  the  early  sixties, 
besides  attending  to  his  other  business,  Mr.  Osborn 
carted  lumber  to  Easton,  Nazareth,  Bath,  Cherry- 
ville,  Mechanicsville,  Bethlehem  and  Quakertown, 
the  distance  being  from  fifty  to  sixty  miles,  and 
sold  one  load,  drawn  by  two  horses,  for  $160. 
He  also  carted  lumber  to  New  Jersey,  crossing  the 
Delaware  on  a ferry  at  Slateford,  and  selling  near 
Blairstown.  At  that  time  horse  feed  was  selling 
for  $3.30  per  hundred  pounds. 

At  Fennersville,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Os- 
born was  married,  June  21,  1862,  to  Miss  Rebecca 
J.  Williams,  who  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Dreher  township,  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  Will- 
iams, whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  of  this  union:  Ella  A., 

wife  of  Jacob  Lamm,  of  Newfoundland,  Penn.  ; 
William  H.,  who  married  Emma  Distol,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  grandmother's  farm  in 
Dreher  township ; Arthur  J.,_who  married  Eliza- 
beth B.  Carlton,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Dreher  township ; Grace,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years ; Ruth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years 
and  ten  months ; Lyman,  who  married  Celia  Bur- 
rus,  and  is  running  a farm  of  his  own  known  as  the 
“C.  G.  Wolfe  farm”;  Eva,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years  and  ten  months ; Ida  M.,  at  home ; and 
Mary  F.,  who  was  married  June  29,  1898,  to  Eddie 
Adams,  a farmer  in  Dreher  township. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Osborn  was  drafted, 
and  to  hire  a substitute  he  had  to  give  $300,  which 
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was  all  the  money  that  he  possessed.  In  politics 
he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has  most  creditably  filled 
the  offices  of  collector  and  constable  for  two  terms 
each.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  is  identified  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America. 

JACOB  PLACE  is  widely  known  through- 
out Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  as  the  proprietor  of  “Mountain  View 
House,”  at  Maple  Grove,  and  he  belongs  to  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  that  section,  being  a son  of 
Martin  Place  and  a grandson  of  Jacob  Place. 

Jacob  Place,  the  grandfather,  was  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812.  He  made  his  home  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  where  he  cleared  up  a farm 
upon  which  he  made  general  improvements  and 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life.  He 
and  his  wife  died  on  the  home,  and  were  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Coolbaugh  cemetery.  Their  family 
consisted  of  six  children,  of  whom  William,  the 
eldest,  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  some 
years,  during  his  early  manhood,  after  his  marriage 
engaging  in  hotel-keeping  in  Pike  county ; he  left 
three  children,  Jacob  Id.,  Oliver  (who  lives  in 
Scranton,  Penn.),  and  Fannie  (the  wife  of  Wilson 
Vanauken,  of  Pike  county).  James  married  and 
lived  thereafter  in  Smithfield  township,  carrying 
on  a hotel;  Martin  is  the  father  of  our  subject;  the 
three  daughters  married  and  settled  in  Monroe 
county. 

Martin  Place  was  born  in  1811  in  Middle 
Smithfield,  where  he  is  .still  living,  the  only  sur- 
viving member  of  his  family.  When  a young  man 
he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  which  he  fol- 
lowed as  a contractor  and  builder  for  some  years, 
and  as  he  prospered  in  business  he  invested  from 
time  to  time  in  land  in  various  parts  of  Monroe 
county,  now  owning  a number  of  well  improved 
farms  and  other  real  estate  there.  He  is  well- 
known  as  a man  of  fine  business  qualifications  and 
wide  experience,  and  he  has  for  years  been  one  of 
the  most  prominent  citizens  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  where  no  man  occupies  a higher  position 
among  the  leading  men  of  the  section.  Martin 
Place  married  Miss  Mary  Overfield,  who  was  also 
a native  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  still  living.  Mrs.  Place  departed  this 
life  in  1894.  Of  their  family,  Lydia,  who  is  the 
widow  of  Philip  Depuy,  resides  with  her  father  on 
the  homestead ; she  has  one  daughter,  Edith,  now 
the  wife  of  Verne  Smith,  of  Smithfield.  Eliza  mar- 
ried Jacob  Transue,  of  Shawnee,  and  has  one  son, 
Irvin.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Walter,  of  East 
Stroudsburg.  Madison  married  Vernie  Lewis, 
of  New  Jersey,  and  they  reside  in  East  Strouds- 
burg, where  he  is  engaged  in  millwrighting ; they 
have  one  daughter,  Mamie.  Morris  R.  is  unmar- 
ried, and  resides  on  the  old  homestead  with  his 
father.  William  married  Miss  Sallie  Overfield,  of 


Middle  Smithfield,  and  lives  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, where  he  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on 
his  fine  farm ; they  have  one  son,  George.  Martin, 
Jr.,  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home,  assisting  his 
father  in  looking  after  his  numerous  business 
interests. 

Jacob  Place  was  born  September  29,  1842,  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  and  grew  to  manhood 
on  the  home  farm.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  in  his  earlier  years,  and  for  a number  of  years 
was  engaged  in  contracting  and.  building  in  Mon- 
roe county,  Penn.,  and  New  Jersey,  making  his 
home  in  Middle  Smithfield,  and  since  1890  he  has 
conducted  the  hotel  at  Maple  Grove.  He  purchased 
the  property  and  the  building,  which  was  erected 
by  Dr.  Grover  and  originally  used  as  a sanitarium, 
and  he  has  one  of  the  most  commodious  and  modern 
establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  vicinity,  which  he 
has  changed  and  improved  materially  for  hotel 
purposes.  It  is  located  on  the-  Milford  road,  only 
a quarter  of  a mile  from  Bushkill  and  a mile  from 
the  Delaware  river,  in  a region  noted  far  and  wide 
for  the  healthfulness  of  its  climate  and  the  beauty 
of  its  scenery,  and  they  are  prepared  to  entertain 
the  traveling  public  the  year  round,  having  the  best 
accommodations.  Mrs.  Place  is  his  able  assistant, 
superintending  the  culinary  department  personally, 
and  their  table  is  provided  with  everything  the 
city  and  local  markets  afford  in  the  way  of  eatibles. 
The  host  and  his  wife  endeavor  to  provide  every 
possible  comfort  for  their  guests,  and  the  hotel  is 
located  in  a beautiful  region  near  Bushkill  falls 
and  many  other  noted  points  of  interest  to  visitors. 

On  March  22,  1881,  Mr.  Place  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Georgiana  Herman,  of  Mid- 
dle Smithfield,  whose  parents,  Evan  and  Elizabeth 
Herman,  are  well-known  residents  of  that  town- 
ship. Our  subject  has  always  taken  a deep  interest 
in  the  public  affairs  of  his  county,  and  he  has  held 
various  local  offices,  serving  several  years  as  school 
director  and  a number  of  times  as  judge  of  elec- 
tions. He  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  Socially  he  and  his  wife  rank 
among  the  best  citizens  of  the  township,  and  they 
are  highly  esteemed  among  a wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 

JOPIN  KNAPP,  a leading  representative  agri- 
culturist of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  'is  one 
of  the  most  loyal  and  patriotic  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. For  four  years  during  the  Civil  war  he 
was  one  of  the  “boys  in  blue,”  valiantly  fighting  for 
the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it  represented.  It  has 
often  been  said  that  letters  sent  home  during  the 
war  by  the  soldiers  of  all  grades  would  make,  if  pub- 
lished, a better  history  of  the  war  than  has  yet  been 
given,  and  the  suggestive  views  of  the  conflict  in  the 
individual  experiences  contained  in  this  book  cer- 
tainly give  new  color  to  many  historic  scenes. 

In  the  township  where  he  still  continues  to  make 
his  home,  Mr.  Knapp  was  born  July  11,  1844,  a son 
of  William  Knapp  and  grandson  of  Henry  Knapp. 
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1 1 is  great-graml father  took  part  in  sonic  of  the  early 
wars  of  this  country.  The  father  was  born  and 
reared  near  Black  River,  N.  Y.,  coming  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  in  early  manhood.  Here  he  married 
Julia  Hinc,  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
whose  ancestors  were  from  Connecticut,  and  were 
early  settlers  of  Wayne  and  Susquehanna  counties. 
Her  father,  Merritt  Hine,  was  the  founder  of  the 
village  of  I line's  Corners.  After  his  marriage 
William  Knapp  purchased  the  farm  on  which  our 
subject  now  resides,  and  to  the  original  fifty  acres 
he  later  added  a 100-acre  tract,  clearing  and  con- 
verting the  entire  amount  into  a good  farm.  There 
he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  his  wife  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  They  were  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  knew  them.  Of  their  eight  chil- 
dren, George  is  the  eldest.  (2)  Ira  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  56th  P.  V.  I.,  during  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion, and  was  killed  in  an  engagement  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  June  19,  1864  (it  being  the  same  charge 
in  which  Capt.  Oliver  Muniford  lost  his  life)  ; he 
was  buried  on  the  battlefield  by  our  subject.  He  left 
a widow  and  two  sons.  (3)  Amanda  married  John 
Worth,  who  was  also  a member  of  Company  A, 
56th  P.  A . I.,  and  was  killed  at  Gainesville,  leaving 
a widow  and  three  children.  She  afterward  married 
J.  W.  Hayes,  a member  of  the  67th  P.  V.  I.,  and  now 
lives  in  Austin,  Potter  Co.,  Penn.  (4)  Mrs.  Mary 
Mumford  is  next  in  order  of  birth.  (5)  Thomas 
was  also  a soldier  of  the  56th  P.  V.  I.  (6)  John 
and  (7)  Dallas  M.  complete  the  family. 

John  Knapp  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the 
home  farm  attending  the  common  schools  and  aiding 
in  the  work  of  the  place  On  October  2,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  56th  P.  V.  I.,  and  partici- 
pated in  a number  of  important  engagements  in- 
cluding the  battles  of  Rappahannock  Station,  Sul- 
phur Springs,  Gainesville,  Groveton,  and  the  second 
battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  was  wounded  under  the 
right  ear  by  a minie  ball,  and  for  about  eight  weeks 
was  confined  to  hospital.  He  was  in  the  first  and 
second  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  and  the  battles 
of  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  where  he  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Rebels,  but  was  soon  after- 
ward recaptured  by  the  Union  men.  At  the  time  he 
was  assisting  his  brother  Thomas,  who  was  severely 
wounded.  Pie  took  part  in  the  Wilderness  cam- 
paign and  the  battles  of  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor 
and  North  Anna  River.  At  one  time,  while  engaged 
in  scouting,  he  captured  eight  Rebels.  A party  of 
twenty-five  had  been  sent  out  on  this  expedition,"  but 
he  became  separated  from  his  comrades,  and  alone 
captured  eight  Confederate  soldiers.  Other  en- 
gagements in  which  he  participated  were  the  battles 
of  Petersburg,  Weldon  railroad,  Hatcher’s  Run,  and 
at  Muddy  River  or  Five  Forks  he  was  slightly 
wounded  April  6,  1865.  Remaining  in  the  service 
until  after  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee,  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Philadelphia,  July  7,  1865, 
with  the  rank  of  sergeant. 

Returning  to  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Knapp  lo- 


cated on  the  old  homestead  where  he  is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying. 
He  owns  160  acres  of  valuable  land  on  Spruce  Lake. 
In  March,  1873,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Louisa  Lee,  a native  of  Preston  township,  and 
a daughter  of  William  and  Lucinda  Lee,  the  former 
born  in  West  Virginia,  the  latter  in  Preston  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Her  father  was  also- a mem- 
ber of  the  56th  P.  V.  I.,  and  served  all  through  the 
war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knapp  have  eight  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely:  Willard; 
Isabel,  wife  of  John  Lee;  Warner;  Ida;  Elmer; 
Floyd ; Edna  ; and  Flora. 

' Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Knapp  has 
been  a pronounced  Republican  in  politics,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs, and  he  has  acceptably 
served  as  supervisor  of  his  township  for  about  five 
years.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  Capt.  Oliver 
Mumford  Post  No.  373,  G.  A.  R.,  and  has  served  as 
junior  and  vice-commander  several  times.  He  is 
a man  of  good  physique,  and  of  soldierly  bearing, 
and  his  genial,  kindly  disposition  wins  him  friends 
wherever  he  goes. 

LEVI  HOFFMAN,  a leading  agriculturist  of 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  was 
born  in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  in  November,  1828, 
and  is  a son  of  Abram  and  Mary  (Roderick)  Ploff- 
man,  also  natives  of  that  county. 

Conrad  and  Elizabeth  Hoffman,  the  paternal 
grandparents,  were  both  natives  of  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many, and  on  coming  to  this  country  at  an  early 
day  located  in  Bucks  county,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  They  reared  a family  of 
five  children,  all  born  in  Bucks  county : ( 1 ) Philip 
married  and  lived  in  Haycock  township,  that  county, 
where  he  died  leaving  three  children,  all  now  de- 
ceased. (2)  John  wedded  Mary  Keiser,  of  Bucks 
county,  and  in  1823  they  removed  to  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  cleared 
and  improved  a farm,  making  it  his  home  until  his 
death  in  1883.  Fie  had  a large  family  of  children, 
one  of  whom,  E.  D.  Hoffman,  is  represented  else- 
where. (3)  Christian  married  and  died  in  Bucks 
county,  leaving  four  children,  Elias,  Joseph,  Lizzie 
and  Mary  A.  (4)  Elizabeth  married  John  Cool,  of 
Bucks  county,  where  both  died  on  his  farm,  leaving 
two  children,  Elizabeth,  who  is  married  and  resides 
in  Easton,  Penn. ; and  Isaac,  who  is  married  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Bucks  county.  (5) 
Abram,  father  of  cur  subject,  was  the  youngest  in 
the  family. 

Abram  Hoffman  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Rhoderick,  a daughter  of  John  Rhod- 
erick,  an  honored  pioneer  of  Bucks  county.  In  1834 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman  came  to  Monroe  county,  and 
he  purchased  land  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
which  he  transformed  into  a good  farm,  erecting 
substantial  buildings  thereon.  It  is  now  occupied 
by  his  daughter  and  son-in-law,  Charles  Hallett. 
Here  the  father  and  mother  both  died,  the  former 
in  1884.  Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Lu- 
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theran  Church, were  faithful  to  its  teachings  and  took 
an  active  interest  in  all  Church  work. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  child  of  this  worthy 
couple,  the  others  being  as  follows:  (2)  Ephraim, 
born  in  Bucks  county,  grew  to  manhood  in  Monroe 
county,  and  married  Margaret  Decker,  of  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  where  they  reside.  They  have 
three  children : Carrie,  wife  of  Ira  Shetter,  of  Mon- 
roe county;  and  Alva  and  Van,  also  residents  of 
that  county.  (3)  Susan,  born  in  Bucks  county,  is 
the  wife  of  Morris  Strouss,  of  Spragueville,  who  is 
represented  elsewhere.  (4)  Catherine,  born  on  the 
home  farm  in  Monroe  county,  married  Alfred  Smith, 
of  the  same  county,  and  they  moved  to  Bradford 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in  1890,  leaving  his 
wife  with  five  children,  Annie,  Sallie,  Virginia, 
George  and  Eli.  (5)  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Mosier,  a farmer  of  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  they  have  two  children : Stew- 
art, who  is  married,  has  two  children  and  resides 
in  East  Stroudsburg ; and  Clara,  wife  of  Samuel 
Franklinfield,  of  East  Stroudsburg.  (6)Lavina  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Hallett,  a sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears elsewhere.  (7)  James  and  (8)  George 
(twins)  were  born  in  Smithfield  township; 
James,  a farmer  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, married  Lizzie  Michaels,  and  has  two  sons,  Frank 
and  Clarence.  George  married  Flandena  Bush,  of 
Smithfield  township,  where  they  now  reside,  and 
they  have  three  sons,  Leroy,  Charles  and  Louis. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Levi  Hoffman 
received  a public-school  education,  and  aided  in  the 
work  of  the  home  farm  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship. In  1852  he  purchased  a tract  of  105  acres  of 
land  in  the  same  township,  and  at  once  commenced 
to  clear  and  improve  it.  After  liis  marriage  he  be- 
gan housekeeping  in  the  small  log  house  which  had 
previously  been  erected,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  1867  when  it  was  replaced  by  a large  brick 
residence.  He  has  also  erected  a good  barn  and 
other  outbuildings,  and  made  many  useful  improve- 
ments, so  that  he  now  has  one  of  the  handsomest 
homes  and  most  desirable  farms  in  this  section. 
The  land  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
by  his  careful  management  is  made  to  yield  bountiful 
harvest  in  return  for  the  care  and  labor  bestowed 
upon  it. 

In  1855  Mr.  Hoffman  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Detrick,  of  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  a daughter  of  Elias  and  Effie  Detrick, 
who  were  representatives  of  old  and  prominent 
families  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  whence 
they  came  to  Monroe  county,  making  their  home 
here  until  called  from  this  life.  When  quite  young 
Mrs.  Hoffman  united  with  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  died  in  that  faith  in  January,  1865.  She  wTas  a 
consistent  Christian,  a faithful  wife  and  loving 
mother.  She  left  three  children : ( 1 ) Eva,  born  on 
the  home  farm  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  in 
1858,  married  Amos  B.  Coleman,  of  Mercer  county, 
Penn.,  and  they  now  reside  in  Titusville,  N.  J. ; they 
have  one  son,  Austin.  (2)  Samuel  died  at  Ocean 


Grove,  N.  J.,  when  a young  man.  (3)  William, 
born  in  1863,  married  Ida  Mosier,  daughter  of 
Emanuel  Mosier,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
and  they  reside  on  a part  of  the  father’s  homestead, 
while  he  superintends  the  farming  operations ; 
they  have  three  children,  Herman,  born  in  1884; 
Ada,  born  in  1885  ; and  Georgia,  born  at  Wyalusing, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1886. 

In  1867  Mr.  Hoffman  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Anna  Brown,  of 
Smithfield  township,  a daughter  of  John  and  Jennie 
Brown,  who  belonged  to  one  of  the  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county.  Three 
daughters  bless  this  union : ( 1 ) Bessie,  born  in  Mid- 
dle Smithfield  township,  in  July,  1867,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  and  was  married  in  1896 
to  William  Herman,  a farmer  of  Monroe  county, 
by  whom  she  has  one  daughter,  Eva  C.  (2)  Mary, 
boEn  in  1868,  is  the  wife  of  George  Palmer,  a lead- 
ing butcher  of  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county. 
(3)  Hattie,  born  in  1869,  is  a young  lady  of  culture 
and  refinement,  who  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  is  the  pride  of  her  parents’  home ; she 
is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  takes 
an  active  part  in  Church  and  Sabbath-school  work. 

In  his  political  convictions  Mr.  Hoffman  is  a 
Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  has  most  acceptably 
filled  the  offices  of  school  director,  treasurer  and 
collector  of  the  board  for  a number  of  years.  Re- 
ligiously he  and  his  family  are  connected  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Coolbaugh,  and  have  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 

PURDON  L.  BRAMAN.  Prominent  among 
the  energetic,  enterprising  and  successful  business 
men  of  Wayne  county  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  has  -for  many  years  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  lumbering  and  farming  interests  of  Berlin 
township.  Integrity,  activity  and  energy  have  been 
the  crowning  points  of  his  success,  and  his  connec- 
tion with  the  various  enterprises  has  been  of  de- 
cided advantage  to  the  community,  promoting  its 
material  welfare  in  no  uncertain  manner. 

Mr.  Braman  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  1840,  a son  of  Rhodes  and  Catharine  (Russ) 
Braman,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  On  com- 
ing- to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  the  father  located  in 
Berlin  township,  where  he  engaged  in  lumbering 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Our  subject  was 
a lad  of  nine  years  when  he  came  with  the  family  to 
Wayne  county,  and  upon  a farm  adjoining  his  pres- 
ent place,  on  what  is  known  as  Braman  creek,  he 
grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  his  education  in  the 
local  schools.  When  a young  man  he  engaged  in 
freighting  hollowware,  glassware  and  other  com- 
modities between  Honesdale  and  Mt.  Hope,  carry- 
ing on  that  business  for  a number  of  years  before 
the  Erie  railroad  was  constructed  from  Lackawaxen 
to  Honesdale.  In  partnership  with  his  father  and 
brother  Llamilton  he  then  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  They  bought  and  owned  large  tracts  of 
timber  land,  and  did  the  most  extensive  lumber 
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business  of  any  firm  in  Berlin  township.  Until 
18K7  our  subject  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
on  the  old  homestead,  in  that  year  purchasing  the 
Allen  Compton  farm,  on  the  Narrowslnirg  turnpike, 
consisting  of  160  acres,  which  he  now  has  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved  with 
good  buildings. 

In  1867  Mr.  Braman  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Betsy  W.  Church,  of  Bethany,  Penn.,  a 
daughter  of  U.  W.  and  M illy  Church,  who  were 
old  and  prominent  citizens  of  Honesdale.  J ler 
father  was  born  in  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  in  1814,  her 
mother  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  in  1812,  and  aftei 
their  marriage  they  came  to  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where 
they  resided  for  some  years,  while  he  worked  at 
the’ trade  of  a millwright.  In  1848  he  removed  to 
Bethany,  where  he  continued  to  engage  in  the  same 
occupation  until  his  death  in  1880.  While  a resident 
of  Honesdale  he  also  taught  in  the  public  schools 
for  several  years.  His  wife  died  in  Bethany  in 
1881.  Mrs.  Braman,  who  was  born  in  Honesdale 
in  1842,  was  their  eldest  child.  < Mary,  born  in  the 
same  city  in  1845,  obtained  an  excellent  education, 
and  for  some  years  was  employed  as  teacher  in  the 
graded  school's  of  Honesdale,  but  at  present  is  a 
teacher  in  the  Oral  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Scranton, 
Penn.  Helen,  born  in  1848,  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years.  James,  born  in  Bethany,  in  1850,  mar- 
ried Katie  Johnson,  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  they 
reside  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  where  he  is  employed  as  a 
machinist.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Braman  have  two  daugh- 
ters : Adda,  born  in  1870,  received  a good  education 
in  the  schools  of  Bethany  and  Honesdale,  and  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  for  several  years  pre- 
vious to  her  marriage,  in  1895,  to  Edward  F.  Rice, 
of  Atco,  Wayne  county  ; they  reside  in  Bunnelltown, 
that  county.  They  have  one  son,  Lester.  Maude, 
the  younger  daughter,  was  born  in  Berlin,  in  1876, 
and  obtained  her  scholastic  training  in  the  home 
school  at  Waymart.  She  is  a refined  young  lady, 
now  employed  as  teacher  in  the  schools  at  Beech 
Lake. 

Mr.  Braman  is  descended  from  good  old  Whig 
stock,  and  since  attaining  his  majority  has  given  an 
unwavering  support  to  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  held  the  office  of  school  di- 
rector for  three  years,  and  gives  his  influence  to 
every  enterprise  which  he  believes  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  moral,  intellectual  or  material  welfare  of 
his  township  and  county.  Religiously  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  while  his  wife  is  a Pres- 
byterian, and  in  social  circles  they  occupy  a position 
of  prominence,  being  numbered  among  the  best  citi- 
zens of  Berlin  township. 

EDM  ARD  ADARE,  a leading  business  man 
of  Brandt,  Susquehanna  county,  has  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  many  years, 
and  is  also  extensively  interested  in  real  estate  therei 
and  at  Stevens  Point.  His  keen  foresight  and  sound 
judgment  as  to  values  have  enabled  him  to  g'ain  a 
substantial  competence,  while  in  political  affairs 


these  fpialities  have  been  no  less  useful,  making  him 
one  of  the  chief  advisers  in  local  movements. 

Mr.  Adare  was  born  November  14,  1835,  in  the 
town  of  Tompkins,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
spent  his  early  years  upon  a farm  along  the  Delaware 
river.  His  paternal  grandparents,  James  Adare  and 
Pis  wife,  natives  of  Ireland,  settled  there  at  an  early 
day,  making  their  home  in  the  “clearing.”  Joseph 
Adare,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and 
was  a boy  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  this 
country.  He  attended  school  in  Ireland  and  in  Del- 
aware county,  receiving  a good  education  for  that 
day,  and  for  a number  of  years  taught  school  suc- 
cessfully in  the  latter  locality.  After  his  marriage 
he  settled  upon  a farm,  where  he  died  in  1873.  He 
was  married,  in  Delaware  county,  to  Miss  Polly 
Peck,  a native  of  Connecticut,  whose  father,  Nich- 
olas Peck,  became  an  early  settler  in  Delaware  coun- 
tv. N.  Y.,  and  ten  children  were  born  to  this  worthy 
couple,  our  subject  being  the  second  youngest : ( 1 ) 

Jane  married  George  Houghtaling,  of  Delaware 
county,  and  settled  on  a farm  at  Little  York,  N.  Y., 
where  she  died  leaving  no  family.  (2)  Sarah  mar- 
ried John  Cowan,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Auburn, 
N.  Y.  She  died  some  years  ago  leaving  a family. 
(3)  Betsy  married  John  Burnside,  of  Otsego  coun- 
tv, N.  Y.  They  settled  in  Delaware  county,  where 
they  died  leaving  two  children,  David,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  at  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  and  Jane,  wife  of 
Milo  Gardinier,  of  Delaware  county.  (4)  Elmyra 
is  the  deceased  wife  of  John  Quackenbush,  of  Del- 
aware county,  and  left  three  children,  James,  Arling- 
ton and  May.  (5)  Abigail  married  ITiram  Mc- 
Guire, and  now  resides  at  Stevens  Point.  They 
have  three  children,  George,  Harriet  and  Lavanche. 
(6)  May  married  David  Walley,  of  Delaware  coun- 
ty, where  they  settled.  They  died  some  years  ago, 
and  their  only  son,  Milo,  is  now  a resident  of  Ithaca, 
N.  Y.  (7)  Samantha  married  Amos  Finch,  of 
Delaware  county.  She  died  at  Sidney  Center,  N. 
Y.,  leaving  two  children,  Fowler  and  Clarissa  (Mrs. 
Empit,  of  Sidney,  N.  Y.').  (8)  Esther  married  Allen 
Lawson,  of  Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died 
leaving  a family.  (9)  Edward  is  our  subject. 
( 10)  James  married  Jane  Brandt,  and  settled  on  the 
old  homestead.  He  died  leaving  a family  of  three 
children,  James  H.,  who  is  married  and  resides  near 
the  old  home;  Belinda,  wife  of  George  Walley,  of 
Delaware  county;  and  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Charles 
Wood,  of  Delaware  county. 

During  boyhood  our  subject  obtained  a dis- 
trict-school education  while  assisting  in  the  work  of 
the  farm.  In  i860  he  married  Miss  Harriet  Sim- 
mons, daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Simmons, 
well-known  residents  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y. 
He  then  settled  upon  a farm  in  Delaware  county, 
remaining  three  years,  and  later  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a butcher,  also  bought  cattle  for  sale  in  the 
New  \ork  markets.  In  1883  he  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business, 
which  he  followed  for  some  time  in  connection  with 
butchering  and  dealing  in  cattle  in  the  Susquehanna 
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markets.  During  President  Cleveland’s  first  term 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Stevens  Point,  serv- 
ing five  years,  and  at  the  same  time  had  a general 
store  at  the  same  point.  On  retiring  from  office  he 
sold  his  business  to  F.  E.  Putnam,  but  at  present  he 
is  again  conducting  a general  store  at  Brandt,  having 
bought  out  his  son  Charles,  who  had  gone  into  the 
stock  business.  He  purchased  at  one  time  two 
farms  near  Stevens  Point,  and  some  real  estate  in  the 
village  which  he  still  owns,  as  well  as  a store  and 
several  tenant  houses  in  addition  to  his  homestead  in 
Brandt.  His  residence  is  among  the  most  attractive 
in  the  town  of  Harmony,  and  his  farms  have  been 
substantially  improved  with  commodious  houses 
and  barns.  Politically  Mr.  Adare  is  a strong  Dem- 
ocrat, as  was  his  father  before  him,  and  in  religious 
faith  he  is  a Presbyterian,  he  and  his  wife  being 
leading  members  of  the  Church  at  Brandt.  Blis 
first  wife  died  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1883, 
and  in  1888  he  married  Miss  Emma  Myrick,  of  Har- 
mony township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  has  two 
sons,  both  by  the  first  union  : ( 1 ) Charles,  born 

July  20,  1861,  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  received 
a district-school  education,  and  after  coming  to  Ste- 
vens Point  became  interested  in  mercantile  business. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  an  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  has  an  excellent  stand- 
ing as  a citizen.  He  married  (first)  Miss  Fannie 
Kelder,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Amilicen  Ivelder, 
highly  esteemed  residents  of  Susquehanna  county. 
She  died  in  May,  1888,  leaving  one  son,  Edward, 
born  in  Brandt  a few  days  before  her  death.  He 
died  when  four  months  old.  Mr.  Adare  later  mar- 
ried Miss  Cora  Lee,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Eliza- 
beth Lee,  a member  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Harmony  township.  They  have  one  child,  Ray- 
mond, born  January  8,  1898.  (2)  George,  born 

November  8,  1863,  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  is  a 
telegraph  operator  at  Deposit,  N.  Y.  He  married 
Miss  Sybil  Evans,  of  that  place,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Pauline. 

Mrs.  Emma  (Myrick)  Adare  was  born  April 
25,  1855,  in  Australia,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Myrick, 
and  came  to  this  section  in  1868  with  her  parents, 
who  settled  near  Scott  Center.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  went  to  Australia  in 
early  manhood,  and  was  married  there  to  Miss  Pris- 
cilla Eckert,  a native  of  England  and  daughter  of 
Thomas  Eckert,  who  removed  to  Australia  and  died 
there  some  years  ago. 

GEORGE  FANSEEN  is  the  well-known  pro- 
prietor of  “Mount  Airy  Farm,”  a popular  summer 
resort  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county, 
pleasantly  situated  in  the  Pocono  mountains,  only 
two  miles  from  the  Mt.  Pocono  Station  on  the  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  and  only  a 
few  hours  ride  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 
This  region  abounds  with  many  large  hotels  where 
several  hundred  guests  are  entertained  during  the 
summer  months.  His  home  is  well-furnished  and 
supplied  with  every  convenience  for  the  comfort  of 


his  guests,  and  as  it  is  surrounded  by  pleasant  shady 
walks  and  drives  it  is  very  attractive  to  city  people, 
especially  as  the  fresh  fruits,  vegetables,  butter  and 
eggs  used  are  all  produced  on  his  own  farm.  His 
table  is  also  supplied  with  all  the  luxuries  that  the 
local  markets  afford.  He  has  given  special  atten- 
tion to  fruit  culture,  raising  different  varieties  of 
fruits  in  abundance,  including  apples,  pears,  plums, 
apricots  and  all  kinds  of  small  fruits  and  berries. 
For  persons  wishing  to  recuperate  from  the  cares 
and  worries  of  business  life,  they  will  find  in  his 
home  a pleasant  place  to  rest. 

Mr.  Fanseen  was  born  in  Lensing,  Germany, 
in  July,  1842,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  Fan- 
seen,  also  natives  of  that  country,  who,  in  1854, 
brought  their  family,  then  consisting  of  three  chil- 
dren, to  the  United  States.  After  spending  a 
short  time  in  New  York  City  they  removed  to  Para- 
dise township,  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  in  the  year 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  was 
constructed  through  this  region.  The  father  ob- 
tained employment  with  the  company  building  the 
road.  He  died  in  Germany  while  on  a visit  to  his 
old  home,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  in  Para- 
dise township  somewhat  later.  Our  subject  is  the 
eldest  of  their  children.  (2)  Dorothy,  born  in  Ger- 
many, in  1843,  was  reared  in  Monroe  county,  and 
became  the  wife  of  Joseph  L.  Llallett,  of  Sprague- 
ville,  where  she  died,  leaving  a son  and  two  daugh- 
ters. (3)  Lizzie,  born  in  Germany,  died  in  Para- 
dise township  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 

Our  subject  commenced  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  land,  being  twelve  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  the  emigration  of  the  family  to 
America,  and  in  Paradise  township  he  attended  the 
public  schools  for  a time.  He  began  his  business 
career  in  early  boyhood,  carrying  water  for  the  men 
building  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
railroad,  and  later  was  appointed  to  the  position  of 
flagman  at  Washington,  N.  J.  He  gradually  ad- 
vanced, remaining  with  the  same  road,  and  was 
finally  appointed  section  foreman  at  Spragueville, 
which  position  he  most  capably  and  satisfactorily 
filled  for  the  long  period  of  twenty-one  years. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Fanseen  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah,  the  worthy  and  refined  daughter 
of  James  and  Isabella  Wilson,  prominent  citizens 
of  Paradise  township.  They  began  housekeeping 
in  Spragueville,  and  continued  to  make  their  home 
there  until  1882,  when  our  subject  purchased  the 
old  Wilson  homestead  where  his  wife  was  born  in 
1847,  her  education  being  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  This  place  consists 
of  139  acres  of  well-cultivated  and  productive  land, 
on  which  he  has  made  many  useful  and  valuable 
improvements.  He  has  remodeled  the  house  and 
set  out  five  or  six  hundred  choice  fruit  trees.  As 
previously  stated,  he  is  now  engaged  in  keeping 
summer  boarders  in  addition  to  his  other  business. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fanseen  have  been  born  ten 
children,  six  of  whom  were  born  in  Spragueville, 
the  others  in  Paradise  township : ( 1 ) Mary,  born 
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in  1867,  died  in  childhood.  (2)  Joseph,  born  in 
November,  1869,  first  attended  the  home  schools, 
but  completed  his  education  at  the  Brodheadsville 
Academy  and  the  East  Stroudsburg  Normal ; he  is 
now  one  of  the  successful  and  popular  teachers 
of  Monroe  county,  where  he  has  followed  his  pro- 
fession for  eight  years.  (3)  John,  born  in  1872, 
married  Ida  Learn,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  Learn,  of  Paradise  township,  and  they 
now  reside  upon  a part  of  his  father’s  farm,  while 
he  aids  in  its  operation ; they  have  three  children, 
Leander,  Clinton  and  Norman.  (4)  Helena  A., 
born  in  August,  1873,  received  a good  education, 
and  was  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  August,  1895, 
she  was  taken  suddenly  ill  and  died  a few  days 
later ; her  death  was  deeply  mourned  not  alone  by 
her  family  but  by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances, for  she  was  a great  favorite  socially. 
(5)  Lillie  M.,  born  in  August,  1878,  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years.  (6)  Ada  L.,  born  in  August,  1880, 
is  a refined  and  cultured  young  lady,  educated  in 
the  local  schools  and  the  Brodheadsville  Academy, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  teachers  of  Monroe 
county.  (7)  Lulu  B.,  born  in  October,  1882,  (8) 
George  S.,  born  in  1884,  (9)  Maria  R.,  born  in 
1886,  and  (10)  Foster  H.,  born  in  1888,  are  all  at- 
tending the  home  school. 

Mr.  Fanseen,  his  wife  and  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  as 
treasurer  and  trustee  he  has  taken  a leading  part 
in  Church  work  for  many  years.  He  was  also  an 
active  factor  in  the  erection  and  management  of 
the  Swiftwater  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  served 
as  one  of  its  trustees,  and  has  been  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sabbath-school  at  Spragueville,  and  also 
the  one  near  his  present  home.  Formerly  he  cast 
his  ballot  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  being  a 
strong  temperance  man  he  is  now  a stalwart  sup- 
porter of  the  Prohibition  party.  He  has  been 
school  director  for  nine  years,  also  a justice  of  the 
peace.  Socially  he  is  a charter  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  East  Stroudsburg,  and  is  a 
member  of  Blue  Lodge  No.  225,  F.  & A.  M.,  at 
Stroudsburg.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has 
been  found  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and 
no  citizen  of  the  community  is  more  deserving  of 
the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held  than  George  J. 
Fanseen. 

JAMES  BLACKWELL,  the  well-known  pro- 
prietor of  Fair  View  Farm,  in  Damascus  township, 
Wayne  county,  is  a good  representative  of  the 
Scotch-Irish  race  in  America,  a race  from  which 
our  noblest  citizens,  best  soldiers  and  most  promi- 
nent business  men  have  come.  Fie  was  born  in 
Ireland  in  1841,  a son  of  William  and  Annie  (Or- 
rim)  Blackwell.  When  but  six  years  old  his  father 
died  in  tne  old  country,  and  the  mother  brought  her 
children  to  America,  believing  that  here  they  were 
more  sure  of  a successful  future.  Fler  death  oc- 
curred in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  The  children  were 


John  and  George,  who  were  Union  soldiers  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion  and  are  now  deceased ; Rob- 
ert; James;  Annie,  who  married  A.  Carden,  and 
lives  in  Mountain  Dale,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y. ; and 
Mrs.  Mary  Blackall,  a resident  of  New  York. 

After  coming  to  America  James  Blackwell 
lived  for  several  years  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Drake, 
of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  since  large  enough 
to  engage  in  any  occupation  he  has  followed  farm- 
ing and  lumbering,  meeting  with  decided  success 
in  his  undertakings.  Like  the  sturdy  race  from 
which  he  springs,  he  has  always  been  industrious, 
energetic  and  persevering,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  an  excellent  farm  of  138  acres  in  Damascus 
township,  on  which  he  has  erected  an  elegant  mod- 
ern residence  at  a cost  of  $2,500,  while  the  barns, 
outbuildings  and  well-tilled  fields  are  in  keeping 
with  it.  To  this  beautiful  rural  home  has  been 
given  the  appropriate  name  of  Fair  View. 

In  1861  Mr.  Blackwell  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Moore,  a native  of  Wayne  county,  and 
a daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Moore.  To  them 
were  born  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now 
living,  namely:  Alice,  wife  of  John  Eggleston,  of 
Wayne  county;  D.  W.,  who  married  Miss  Ida  Mit- 
chell, and  lives  in  Oregon  township,  Wayne  county; 
Jane,  wife  of  Charles  Bingham,  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, Penn. ; Wattie  S.,  wife  of  George  North,  of 
Long  Eddy,  N.  Y. ; Lily,  wife  of  William  Avary, 
of  Monroe  county,  Penn. ; Annie  Gertrude  ; 
George  T.,  at  home;  Grace,  a resident  of  Blackley, 
Long  Island,  N.  Y. ; and  Marion,  the  youngest  son, 
at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Blackwell  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
is  now  efficiently  serving  his  fellow  citizens  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  He  is  also  a trustee 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Damascus,  to  which  he 
belongs.  The  success  of  his  life  is  due  to  no  in- 
herited fortune,  nor  to  any  happy  succession  of  ad- 
vantageous circumstances,  but  to  his  own  sturdy 
will,  steady  application,  tireless  industry  and  ster- 
ling integrity. 

HARRISON  MILLER,  one  of  the  success- 
ful and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  was  born  at  Houser  Mill, 
May  22,  1852,  and  is  a worthy  representaetive 
of  one  of  the  leading  families  of  the  county.  His 
grandfather,  Frederick  Miller,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Jackson  township,  and  the  birth  of  the  great- 
grandfather, Frederick  Miller,  Sr.,  probably  oc- 
curred there.  The  former  wedded  Katie  Boir,  a 
daughter  of  John  Boir,  and  located  in  his  native 
township,  where  he  followed  farming  for  a time. 
Later  he  engaged  in  lumbering  at  Houser  Mill, 
and  there  he  died.  His  children  were : Phenas, 
father  of  our  subject;  Hiram,  who  is  now  living 
in  Iowa;  Timothy,  who  died  when  young  in  No- 
vember, 1892 ; Sarah,  deceased  wife  of  Jacob  Bon- 
ser,  of  Houser  Mill : Emanuel,  who  was  killed  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war ; Kate,  wife  of  William  Custard, 
of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Alexander,  a resident  of 
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Easton,  Penn. ; Barbara,  deceased  wife  of  John 
Knecht,  of  Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe  county; 
and  Josiah,  of  Wilkes  Barre. 

Phenas  Miller,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Jackson  township,  October  12,  1826,  and  was 
there  married  to  Miss  Mary  Singer,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Susie  Singer,  of  that  township  He  died 
March  27,  1858,  when  our  subject  was  a mere 
child,  and  the  mother,  who  was  born  December 
30,  1823,  departed  this  life  February  5,  1898.  Har- 
rison is  the  elder  of  the  two  children  born  to  them ; 
the  other,  Anna,  died  at  the  age  of  nine  months. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  Harrison  Miller 
began  life  for  himself  as  an  employe  in  the  lumber 
woods  and  in  sawmills,  and  in  1889  he  located  upon 
his  present  farm  in  Jackson  township,  which  he 
bad  previously  purchased,  and  has  since  devoted  his 
time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  with 
most  gratifying  results.  Pie  owns  a fine  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  thirty-five  of  which  have  been  cleared 
and  placed  under  excellent  cultivation.  In  polit- 
ical sentiment  he  is  a stalwart  Democrat,  and  in 
religious  connection  he  is  a member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  while  his  estimable  wife  holds 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  September  13,  1883,  at  Eaton,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Miller  was  married  by  Rev.  R.  W.  Hufford,  a Lu- 
theran minister,  to  Miss  Emma  Doll,  who  was  born 
in  Jackson  township,  December  20,  1862.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : Edith, 
July  27,  1884;  Grace,  June  29,  1886;  Leroy,  Octo- 
ber 24,  1888;  and  Frederick,  September  18,  1897. 
All  are  living'  with  the  exception  of  Edith,  who 
died  January  14,  1889. 

Mrs.  Miller’s  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob 
Doll,  was  born  in  Monroe  county  when  it  formed 
a part  of  Northampton  county,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood  and  married  Catherine  Ruthstine,  also  a 
native  of  Monroe  county,  and  a daughter  of  Fred- 
erick Ruthstine.  For  many  years  Mr.  Doll  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  shoemaking  in  Monroe  county, 
and  lived  to  a ripe  old  age,  while  his  wife  survived 
him  for  some  years.  They  were  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children,  namely:  Jacob  married  Elizabeth 
Hay,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Jack- 
son  township ; John  married  Susan  Felker,  and  also 
lived  in  Jackson  township;  Frederick  was  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Miller ; Samuel  married  Sophia  Boier,  and 
lived  near  the  present  home  of  the  Doll  family ; 
George  married  Susan  Singer,  and  lived  for  some 
time  in  Jackson  township,  but  is  now  a resident  of 
Mehoopany,  Penn. ; Joseph,  who  is  living  near 
Mehoopany,  wedded  (first)  Mary  Smoke,  and 
(second)  Hannah  Seip;  Charles  married  Hannah 
Transue,  and  they  make  their  home  in  Strouds- 
burg, Penn.;  Louisa  (deceased)  married  George 
Smith,  of  Jackson  township ; Katie,  deceased,  mar- 
ried James  Evans,  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county;  Sarah  (deceased)  married  Joseph  Slutter, 
of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county:  Betsy  (de- 
ceased) married  William  Bower,  of  Hamilton 


township;  Hannah  (deceased),  married  Charles 
Slutter,  of  Hamilton  township;  and  Christine  (de- 
ceased) married  Robert  Daily,  of  Pocono  township. 

Frederick  Doll,  Mrs.  Miller’s  father,  was  born 
in  Jackson  township,  September  8,  1819,  and  there 
passed  his  entire  life  as  a hard-working,  honest 
and  industrious  man,  highly  respected  by  the  en- 
tire community.  When  a young  man  he  learned  the 
cooper’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  many  years, 
and  at  the  same  time  cleared  a tract  of  land,  and  in 
later  years  paid  particular  attention  to  farming. 
For  many  years  before  his  death  he  was  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  When  young  he  and 
bis  wife  cast  their  lot  with  the  Reformed  Church, 
but  the  congregation  was  small,  and  they  later  be- 
came connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county, 
he  was  married,  May  3,  1840,  to  Miss  Mary  Miller, 
a native  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  Joseph  B.  Gross,  D.  D.  He 
died  January  14,  1898.  Mrs.  Doll,  who  was  born 
February  6,  1823,  died  of  dropsy  January  20,  1899, 
aged  seventy-six  years.  She  was  a most  excellent 
wife,  and  a wise  and  Christian  mother.  Before 
her  death  she  suffered  with  remarkable  fortitude 
all  that  could  be  borne.  “Truly  her  children  can 
rise  and  call  her  blessed.  May  they  all  follow  her 
teaching.”  Her  grandfather,  Jacob  Miller,  was 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Pocono  township,  but 
spent  much  of  his  life  in  Jackson  township.  Her 
father,  Jacob  Miller,  Jr.,  was  a native  of  Jackson 
township,  where  he  married  Miss  Pauline  Kresge, 
a representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  where  some  of  its  members 
still  reside.  For  many  years  Mr.  Miller  followed 
farming  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  where  his  death 
occurred;  his  wife  died  in  Jackson  township  while 
on  a visit.  Mrs.  Frederick  Doll  was  the  eldest  of 
their  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : Samuel, 
a resident  of  Chestnut  Hill  township ; Betsy,  wife 
of  Joseph  Frantz,  of  Jackson  township;  Sally  Ann, 
who  married  John  Felker,  of  Jackson  township, 
and  died  in  1890:  Jacob  (deceased)  married  (first) 
Betsy  Houser,  and  (second)  Sarah  Shoop,  and  lived 
in  Jackson  township;  Joshua  (deceased)  lived  in 
Chestnut  Hill  township ; Jonas,  a soldier  of  the 
Rebellion,  was  killed  in  the  seven  days  fight  in  the 
Wilderness ; Thomas  is  a farmer  of  Jackson  town- 
ship ; Hannah  is  the  wife  of  William  Smith,  of 
Newfield,  N.  Y. ; and  Barbara  lives  with  her  sister 
in  Newfield. 

The  children  born  to  Frederick  and  Mary 
(Miller)  Doll  were  as  follows:  Uriah,  born  Septem- 
ber 23,  1841,  was  a farmer  of  Tompkins  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  be  died;  Elizabeth,  born  December 
27,  1845,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Kresge,  of  Jackson 
township;  Mary  Ann,  born  May  11,  1848,  married 
Louis  Belsher,  and  died  at  Tobyhanna,  Penn.,  in 
1883  : Catherine,  born  April  17,  1852,  is  the  wife  of 
Moses  Ace,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Sarah  Ann,  born 
December  2,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Storm,  of 
Jackson  township;  Jacob,  born  January  29,  1857, 
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and  Jonah,  born  November  26,  1859;  arc  both  liv- 
ing in  Jackson  township;  Emma,  ljorn  December 
2o,  18O2,  is  the  wife  of  Harrison  Miller,  whose 
name  introduces  this  review ; and  James  W ilmcr, 
born  July  5,  1865,  married  Martha  Anglemoyer, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Jackson  township. 

CHARLES  CURTIS  SHAFFER.  In  the  re- 
spect that  is  accorded  to  men  who  have  made  their 
way  to  success  through  an  unfavorable  environment, 
we  find  an  unconscious  recognition  of  the  intrinsic 
worth  of  a character  which  can  not  only  stand  so 
rough  a test,  but  can  gain  new  strength  through  the 
discipline.  The  following  history  sets  forth  briefly 
the  steps  by  which  our  subject,  now  a leading  busi- 
ness man  of  Vardcn,  Wayne  county,  succeeded  in 
winning  his  present  enviable  place  in  life  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  he  was  left  an  orphan  in  infancy, 
without  any  inheritance  except  his  ability  and 
energy. 

Mr.  Shaffer  belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  Wayne  county,  being  a descendant  of  John 
Shaffer,  a German  by  birth,  who  after  residing  for 
some  years  in  Orange  county,  New  York  State,  lo- 
cated, in  1783,  in  this  section,  in  what  is  now  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  securing  a large 
tract  of  forest  land  on  Middle  creek.  This  place  he 
cleared  for  a homestead,  living  there  in  true  pioneer 
style,  and  about  the  year  1800  he  built  a gristmill  at 
what  is  still  known  as  Shaffer's  Hollow.  The  mill, 
though  primitive,  was  the  first  in  this  section  to 
have  a bolt  for  bolting  the  meal  and  flour.  The 
children  of  this  worthy  pioneer  were : John,  born  in 
New  York  State,  and  who  married  a Miss  Forbes; 
Moses,  the  first  white  child  born  in  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  who  married  Mary  Swin- 
gle; Samuel,  married  to  Rachel  Wagner;  Catherine, 
wife  of  James  McLean,  a Revolutionary  soldier; 
Susan  (Mrs.  Joshua  Borleigh)  ; Effie  (Mrs.  Jacob 
Swingle)  ; Betsey  (Mrs.  Edward  Boyle)  ; and  Polly, 
who  married  Samuel  Chumard. 

Moses  Shaffer,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was,  in  his  day,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  South 
Canaan  township,  and  like  all  the  members  of  this 
family  he  was  always  ready  to  furnish  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community.  He  married  Mary 
Swingle,  who  beloneed  to  another  pioneer  family  of 
the  same  locality,  and  they  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: (1)  Jacob,  who  married  Susan  Enslin  (both 

are  deceased)  ; (2)  Susan,  who  married  (first)  Ja- 
cob Swingle,  and  (second)  Moses  Springer,  all  now 
deceased;  (3)  Sarah,  who  married  John  Cobb  (both 
are  deceased)  ; (4)  Samuel,  who  married  (first)  Re- 
becca Jaggers,  deceased,  and  (second)  Mary  A.  Curtis ; 
(5)  Charles,  the  father  of  our  subject;  (6)  Fannie, 
deceased  wife  of  Aaron  Curtis,  a retired  resident  of 
South  Canaan  township;  (7)  Permilla,  who  married 
Adam  Wagner,  of  Waymart;  (8)  John,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Hoosier  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; 
(9)  Catherine,  who  married  Tames  Glenn  (both  are 
now  deceased)  ; (10)  Mary,  now  the  widow  of  Abra- 


ham Jaggers,  of  South  Canaan  township;  (11)  Syl- 
vester, who  married  Hannah  Swingle,  and  resides  in 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  and  (12)  Hannah 
J.,  wife  of  Rev.  George  Washington  Swingle,  of 
South  Canaan  township. 

Charles  Shaffer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  South  Canaan  township,  and  in  early  man- 
hood engaged  in  business  there  as  a miller  and 
farmer.  He  died  March  6,  1841,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight,  his  death  cutting  short  a promising 
career.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Alice 
Bennett,  died  April  9,  1841,  aged  twenty-two,  and 
the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  cemetery 
in  South  Canaan  township.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Francis  and  Esther  (Daniels)  Bennett,  and  her 
father,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  settled  in 
Paupack,  Wayne  county,  in  the  early  days.  Her 
paternal  grandparents,  Lemuel  and  Anna  (Chap- 
man) Daniels,  were  also  natives  of  Connecticut,  and 
her  grandfather,  who  was  born  in  1786,  of  English 
ancestry,  was  brought  to  Wayne  county  by  his  par- 
ents in  pioneer  times.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest 
of  three  children,  the  others  being:  Dorinda,  born 
May  17,  1836,  died  July  19,  1852;  and  Elijah,  born 
December  12,  1839,  resides  at  Dunmore,  Penn.,  and 
is  employed  as  a car  inspector. 

Charles  C.  Shaffer  was  born  April  9,  1841,  in 
South  Canaan  townshio.  At  his  mother’s  death  she 
gave  him  and  the  other  children  to  different  rela- 
tives: Dorinda  to  her  parents;  Elijah  to  her  de- 
ceased husband’s  parents;  and  our  subject  to  his 
Aunt  Fannie,  wife  of  Aaron  Curt’s,  of  Cherry  Ridge 
township,  Wayne  county,  who  gave  him  the  kind- 
ness and  care  of  a mother.  His  time  during  boy- 
hood was  mainly  devoted  to  work  upon  the  farm, 
his  educational  opportunities  being  restricted  to  a 
somewhat  irregular  attendance  at  the  local  schools. 
His  active  and  eager  mind  was  not  satisfied  with 
these  privileges,  and  he  determined  to  try  to  earn 
money  for  a course  in  a higher  school  by  working  in 
the  woods  at  peeling  bark  when  he  could  find  time 
from  his  tasks  on  the  farm.  By  this  means  he  se- 
cured, in  i860,  funds  for  one  term  in  the  Honesdale 
Normal  School,  then  conducted  by  Prof.  Briggs. 
As  he  was  residing  near  the  present  site  of  Clemo, 
and  had  to  walk  five  miles  to  Honesdale,  there  were 
still  many  difficulties  to  overcome,  and  at  times, 
owing  to  bad  weather,  he  was  unable  to  attend  at  all. 
He  made  good  use  of  his  time,  however,  at  the  end 
of  the  term  obtaining  a teacher’s  certificate,  and  he 
took  charge  of  a school  in  South  Canaan  township. 
After  three  terms  as  a teacher,  he,  in  February,  1864, 
entered  the  Quartermaster’s  department  of  the  En- 
gineer Brigade,  under  Brig.-Gen.  Rufus  Ingalls,  and 
served  until  discharged  in  March,  1865.  In  June, 
1865,  he  rented  a building  at  Varden  from  Butler 
Swan,  putting  in  a planing-mill  plant,  and  began  the 
manufacture  of  lumber,  his  capital  at  the  time 
amounting  to  about  $500.  During  the  following 
winter,  finding  that  Mr.  Swan  desired  to  sell,  he 
borrowed  $1,350,  and  purchased  the  plant.  He  has 
ever  since  carried  on  business  there  with  a con- 
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stantly  growing  trade,  and  has  made  extensive  im- 
provements in  tne  property.  Mr.  Shaffer  is  pleasing 
in  manner  and  interesting  in  conversation,  and  he  is 
not  only  prominent  in  business  circles,  but  he  is  much 
esteemed  socially.  He  is  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church  at  South  Canaan ; in  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican, but  he  does  not  aim  at  official  honors. 

On  October  17,  1865,  he  was  married  at  Haw- 
ley, Wayne  county,  by  Rev.  C.  V.  Arnold,  a Method- 
ist minister,  to  Miss  Henrietta  C.  Lamberton,  and 
the  following  children  have  blessed  the  union : Alice 

M. ,  born  July  17,  1867,  died  February  27,  1871  ; 
Caroline,  born  February  27,  1869,  is  a trained  nurse; 
Frances  G.,  born  September  29,  1872,  is  a teacher; 
and  Elizabeth  E.,  born  August  14,  1883,  is  at  home. 
Mrs.  Shaffer  was  born  March  25,  1846,  at  Hudson, 

N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Reuben  and  Maria  (Van 
Housen)  Lamberton. 

ALEXANDER  S.  GOULD  (deceased)  was 
one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Monroe  county. 
His  father  was  a man  of  large  business  affairs,  and 
Alexander  inherited  and  conducted  a portion  of 
these  vested  interests.  He  married  a young  lady 
who  represented  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
families  of  the  county,  and  about  whose  ancestral 
residence,  which  she  now  occupies,  there  clusters  a 
rich  and  extended  historical  scene.  Perhaps  no 
edifice  in  the  county  was  better  known  than  the  old 
mansion  of  Judge  Merwine,  the  father-in-law  of  our 
subject.  It  is  shadowed  beneath  the  memories  of  a 
century,  and  is  now  a land  mark  of  more  than  pass- 
ing interest. 

Alexander  S.  Gould  was  born  at  Hickory  Run, 
Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  July  29,  1839,  a son  of  Ste- 
phen and  Temperance  (Sax)  Gould.  Stephen 
Gould  was  born  on  the  plain  above  the  city  of 
Wilkes  Barre ; his  wife  was  bom  at  Tuckers,  Lu- 
zerne county.  Stephen,  who  was  a son  of  Isaac 
and  Sarah  (Worden)  Gould,  became  the  owner 
of  a large  lumber  tract  of  land  at  Buena  Vista  and 
Hickory  Run,  and  one  of  the  most  extensive  lum- 
berman and  wealthy  residents  of  that  region.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  years  of  his  life  he  gradually  shifted 
to  the  shoulders  of  his  two  sons  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  business,  and  with  wisdom  lived  a re- 
tired life  at  Allentown.  The  family  of  Stephen 
and  Temperance  Gould  consisted  of  the  following 
children:  Eliza,  who  married  Hiram  Mellick,  and 
is  now  deceased ; Julia,  wife  of  Samuel  Christ,  a 
lumberman  of  Lock  Haven,  Penn. ; B.  Franklin, 
a retired  lumberman  and  broker  of  Philadelphia, 
Penn. ; Anna,  wife  of  D.  H.  Neiman,  retired,  of 
Easton,  Penn.;  Alexander  S.,  subject  of  this 
sketch ; Ellen,  who  first  married  Andrew  Bryan,  and 
for  her  second  husband  wedded  John  Lemoine ; 
Sadie,  who  married- Francis  Troxwell,  and  is  now 
deceased ; Emma,  living  in  affluence  at  Williams- 
port, Penn. ; and  Alice,  who  married  Hiram  Mel- 
lick, and  is  now  deceased. 

The  youth  of  Alexander  S.  Gould  was  spent 
among-  the  thriving  business  interests  of  his  father 
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at  Hickory  Run,  and  the  responsibility  of  operat- 
ing the  extensive  sawmills  soon  became  his  and  his 
brother  Franklin’s.  Mr.  Gould  was  married  in 
November,  1865,  at  Easton,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Emma 
V.  Merwine,  who  was  born  in  that  stately  old  man- 
sion which  she  now  occupies,  and  who  is  a daughter 
of  Hon.  John  and  Lydia  (Shick)  Merwine.  Her 
great-grandfather  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Monroe  county,  coming  with  his  two  brothers, 
and  purchasing  a large  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now 
Monroe  county,  but  was  then  incorporated  within 
the  limits  of  Northampton  county.  He  built  the 
first  house  on  the  property,  and  remained  there 
through  life.  His  son,  Peter  Merwine,  was  born  in 
the  present  home  of  his  granddaughter,  Mrs. 
Gould,  and  married  Susannah  Denton,  a native  of 
Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.  Both  died  on  Pocono 
Mt.,  Monroe  county. 

In  the  ancestral  home,  John  Merwine,  son  of 
Peter  Merwine,  was  born  in  1806.  Here  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  here  he  became  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
became  an  associate  judge  of  Monroe  county,  and 
was  widely  known  as  a brilliant  and  able  judge, 
and  as  one  of  the  best  educated  men  in  the  county. 
His  education  was  largely  self  acquired,  and  was  of 
a practical  character.  For  a full  half  century 
Judge  Merwine  conducted  a hotel  at  the  old  home- 
stead, and  travelers  distinguished  and  obscure,  who 
a half  century  ago  journeyed  westward  through  the 
country,  learned  of  the  famous  hostelry  and  en- 
joyed its  hospitality.  Judge  Merwine  was  also 
postmaster  for  many  years.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  Fie  remained  in  the  historic  mansion 
until  his  death  in  1882,  when  he  was  eighty-two 
years  old.  He  had  married  Miss  Lydia  Shick, 
who  survived  him  nine  years,  dying  in  1893  at  the 
age  of  eighty-seven  years.  The  children  of  John 
and  Lydia  Merwine  were  as  follows : Lucinda,  who 
married  Stephen  Danner,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Franklin,  a resident  of  Florida;  Sylvester,  of  Phila- 
delphia; Sophia,  who  died  unmarried;  Anna  D., 
who  married  Dr.  George  Seip,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Oliver,  who  lives  a retired  life  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township;  and  Emma  V.,  widow  of  our  subject. 

To  Alexander  S.  and  Emma  V.  Gould  have 
been  born  the  following  children : Cyrus  H.,  at 
home ; Walter  M.,  who  married  Carrie  Kresge,  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead;  Claude  C..  in  Phila- 
delphia; and  Minnie  M.,  Gladius  and  Helen  B., 
deceased. 

Until  1876  Mr.  Gould  continued  to  conduct  his 
extensive  lumbering  interests  at  Hickory  Run, 
Carbon  county.  Fie  then  removed  to  the  home 
where  his  widow  and  three  sons  now  reside,  and 
here  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  until 
1887,  or  two  years  prior  to  his  death.  His  last  two 
years  he  spent  in  ease  and  retirement  from  active 
life.  Mr.  Gould  was  a man  of  great  force  of  char- 
acter. For  ten  years  he  had  been  the  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Carbon  county ; was  a prominent  member 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  in  politics  was  a Republic- 
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an,  and  fraternally  a member  of  the  I . & A.  M. 
and  of  the  Temple  of  Honor,  lie  died  August  24, 
1889. 

Scores  of  city  residents,  who  during  the  sum- 
mer months  seek  rest  and  recuperation  in 
the  quiet  and  beauty  of  rural  life,  have  been  atti act- 
ed to  the  historic  old  homestead  of  Mrs.  Gould. 
The  mansion  contains  twenty-two  rooms,  and  here 
for  seven  years  past,  or  since  Mrs.  Gould  has 
opened  its  portals  to  the  sojourners  of  summer, 
gaiety  and  wealth  have  held  sway,  and  sportsmen 
have  fished  for  the  trout  that  abound  in  Acquash- 
ickla  creek  meandering  through  the  farm.  It  is  a 
hallowed  sylvan  retreat  rich  in  its  memories  of  the 
past,  and  also  rich  in  its  opportunities  for  piesent 
and  prospective  enjoyment. 

WILLIS  W.  HOPKINS,  who  is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  both  milling  and  farming  in  Clinton 
township,  Wayne  county,  has  led  a life  of  honest 
toil.  Throughout  his  career  of  continued  and  far- 
reaching  usefulness  his  duties  have  been  performed 
with  the  greatest  care,  and  business  interests  have 
been  so  managed  as  to  win  him  the  confidence  of  the 
public  and  the  prosperity  which  should  always  at- 
tend honorable  effort. 

George  Hopkins,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  Connecticut,  where  he  mar- 
ried’Catherine  Bunting,  afterward  moving  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  and  locating  on  a farm  near  Promp- 
ton,  in  Clinton  township.  There  Simon  Hopkins, 
our  subject’s  father,  was  born,  March  1,  1830,  and 
on  reaching  manhood  he  married,  in  September, 
1851,  Miss  Adeline  Faatz,  Rev.  Kellow  officiating. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Christian  and  Matilda 
(Brink)  Faatz,  the  former  a native  of  Germany,  the 
latter  of  Wayne  county,  and  was  born  In  Dyberry 
township,  Wayne  county,  July  6,  1836,  one  of  a 
family  of  nine  children,  the  others  being  Jacob,  now 
a resident  of  Wood  county,  Ohio;  Lucinda,  who  is 
married  and  living  in  the  West;  Betsy,  widow  of 
Sumner  Isham ; Charles,  a resident  of  Bethany, 
Penn.;  Mary  (deceased);  George,  a farmer  living 
near  ITonesdale,  in  Wayne  county;  Andrew,  of 
South  Canaan,  the  same  county;  and  Edward,  of 
Honesdale.  To  Simon  and  Adeline  (Faatz)  Hop- 
kins were  born  three  children : Willis  W. ; David 

F. ; and  Ida,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

Willis  W.  Hopkins  was  born  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, January  26,  1854,  and  grew  to  manhood  upon 
the  home  farm.  Having  little  time  to  attend  school, 
his  education  has  been  acquired  mainly  by  night 
study,  for  he  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age  when 
his  father  died,  and  the  responsibility  of  carrying 
on  the  farm  was  thrown  upon  his  young  shoulders. 
After  operating  it  for  six  years  he  purchased  a por- 
tion of  the  old  homestead,  and  started  out  in  life  for 
himself.  In  1885  he  bought  a gristmill  at  Alden- 
ville,  Wayne  county,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
conducted,  doing  both  custom  and  merchant  busi- 
ness. From  time  to  time,  as  his  financial  resources 
would  permit,  he  has  added  other  tracts  of  land  to 


his  original  farm  until  he  now  has  200  acres  of  well- 
improved  and  valuable  land,  on  which  he  erected  a 
comfortable  and  commodious  residence  in  1881. 
Upon  the  farm  are  found  the  finest  grades  of  stock, 
including  twenty  head  of  Ayrshire  cattle  and  a large 
herd  of  Chester  White  hogs,  besides  horses  and 
sheep,  and  he  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  rais- 
ing of  poultry.  He  also  has  some  fine  flagstone  quar- 
ries on  the  farm,  and  has  large  interests  in  gold 
mines  in  Colorado. 

In  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  April  6,  1875,  Mr. 
Hopkins  married  Miss  Martha  J.  Andrew,  a daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Sarah  (Williams)  Andrew,  Rev. 
George  C.  Hart  performing  the  ceremony.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Ella  M.,  born  January  2,  1876. 
Mr.  Hopkins  does  all  in  his  power  to  insure  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Republican  party,  which  he  always  sup- 
ports by  his  ballot,  but  he  has  never  cared  for  polit- 
ical honors,  though  he  has  served  in  the  office  of  as- 
sessor. Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Clinton 
Grange.  He  takes  a deep  interest  in  everything  per- 
taining to  the  public  welfare  of  his  community,  and 
withholds  his  support  from  no  enterprise  calculated 
to  prove  of  public  benefit. 

VERDINE  E.  O’DELL  is  an  industrious,  en- 
terprising farmer,  successfully  engaged  in  his  chos- 
en profession  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township,  Wayne  county,  where  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  O’Dell  was  born  in  Sullivan  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  March,  1839,  and  his  parents,  Fields  and 
Mary  (Hanyan)  O’Dell,  were  natives  of  the  same 
county,  the  former  born  in  1814,  the  latter  in  1822. 
There  they  were  married  and  continued  to  reside 
until  March,  1844,  when  they  located  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  upon  a 
tract  of  100  acres  of  land  on  the  Belmont  turnpike, 
three  miles  northwest  of  White’s  Valley.  The  fa- 
ther purchased  this  property,  cleared  a large  por- 
tion of  the  land,  erected  a barn,  and  made  many 
other  improvements  upon  the  place.  Later  he  sold 
it  and  bought  another  farm,  on  the  Lackawaxen 
turnpike,  which  he  also  improved  with  good  and 
substantial  buildings,  making  his  home  there 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife  died 
in  1874,  and  he  passed  away  in  1886,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  In  their  family  of  six  children 
(1)  Verdine  E.  is  the  eldest.  (2)  Benjamin  F.,  born 
in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1840,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and 
reared  to  manhood  upon  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  still  resides.  He  has  never  married.  (3)  Abi- 
gail H.,  born  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1843,  *s 
the  widow  of  Cornelius  Bates,  of  Wayne  county, 
and  still  resides  on  the  home  left  her  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant. (4)  Mary  M.,  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
in  1845,  married  Benjamin  Tingley,  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  she  died.  Their  only  child, 
Benny,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  (5)  William, 
born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1850,  is  unmarried,  and 
resides  in  Mt.  Pleasant.  (6)  George,  born  in  Wayne 
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county,  in  1865,  married  Della  Davis,  of  New  York 
State,  and  they  reside  on  his  father’s  old  homestead 
in  Clinton  township. 

The  common  schools  of  Wayne  county  afford- 
ed our  subject  his  educational  privileges,  and  his 
business  training  was  obtained  upon  the  home  farm. 
In  the  fall  of  1862  he  joined  the  Union  army  as  a 
member  of  Company  M,  17th  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, under  Gen.  Pleasanton,  his  regiment  being 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  At  Harris- 
burg they  were  mustered  in,  and  were  then  ordered 
to  Falmouth,  Va.,  where  they  did  picket  duty  until 
the  spring  of  1863.  Then  followed  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville,  which  lasted  five  days,  and  the 
losses  on  both  sides  were  very  heavy.  Company  M 
opened  the  battle  at  that  place  by  firing  the  first 
shot,  and  when  the  engagement  was  over  they 
returned  to  their  old  camp  across  the  Rappahannock. 
Their  next  battle  was  a cavalry  engagement  with 
Stewart  at  Aldee  and  Upperville,  where  the  Union 
side  came  off  victorious.  This  was  followed  by  a 
hard  day’s  fight  at  Beverly  Ford,  and  then  came 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg, where  the  17th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  suffered  a heavy  loss.  Mr.  O’Dell’s  horse 
was  shot  from  under  him  at  the  battle  of  Beverly 
Ford.  He  was  taken  prisoner  the  first  day  of  the 
battle  at  Gettysburg,  and  when  released,  at  the  end 
of  three  days,  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  West 
Philadelphia.  From  there  he  was  ordered  to 
Camp  Stoneman,  where  he  was  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  disability,  and  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Wayne  county. 

In  1865  Mr.  O'Dell  married  Miss  Helen  Hau- 
ser, of  Wayne  county,  who  was  born  in  1841,  and 
is  a daughter  of  Abram  and  Harriet  Hauser,  hon- 
ored early  settlers  of  the  county.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  the  old  O’Dell  homestead,  which 
our  subject  rented  for  a few  years,  but  in  1886  he 
bought  the  old  Hauser  homestead,  which  he  has  since 
greatly  improved,  and  is  still  successfully  operat- 
ing. Four  children  came  to  brighten  the  house- 
hold: (1)  Charley  G.,  born  in  Wayne  county,  in 
June,  1868,  received  a common-school  education, 
and  now  resides  in  Mt.  Pleasant.  He  married 
Bertha  Stark,  of  Wayne  county,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren, Susie,  Helen,  Elsworth  and  Howard.  (2) 
Frank  B.,  born  in  Wayne  county,  in  December, 
1870,  is  unmarried,  and  resides  in  Forest  City, 
Penn.  (3)  George  W.,  born  in  November,  1872,  is 
still  at  home.  (4)  Hattie  M.,  born  in  October,  1877, 
began  her  education  in  the  home  school,  but  later 
attended  Mt.  Pleasant  Academy,  and  the  high  school 
of  Forest  City.  She  is  also  with  her  parents. 

Descended  from  old-line  Whig  stock,  Mr. 
O’Dell  became  a Republican  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority and  has  since  supported  that  party.  His 
popularity  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  1895  he  was 
elected  school  director  in  a strong*  Democratic  dis- 
trict, and  he  is  now  acceptably  filling  that  office. 
With  his  wife  and  daughter  he  holds  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Whites  Val- 
ley. He  is  an  industrious,  well-to-do  farmer,  who 


has  borne  his  part  in  the  development  and  up- 
building of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  and  he  is  num- 
bered among  its  highly-respected  citizens.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  fought  most  valiantly  for  home 
and  country,  endured  all  the  hardships  of  a soldier’s 
life,  and  was  willing,  if  need  be,  to  lay  down  his  life 
for  the  welfare  of  his  native  land. 

CALEB  G.  CYPHERS,  who  has  been  engaged 
in  general  agriculture  on  his  extensive  farm  in 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  for  almost  a 
quarter  of  a century,  is  one  of  the  substantial,  highly 
respected  citizens  of  the  town  in  which  he  makes  his 
home,  and  he  and  his  family  occupy  a high  position 
among  the  intelligent  and  progressive  residents  of 
this  section,  where  they  are  regarded  as  enterprising 
and  useful  members  of  a community  where  sterling 
qualities  of  mind  and  character  are  thoroughly  ap- 
preciated. 

Mr.  Cyphers  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
June  3,  1837,  in  Northumberland  county,  eight  miles 
north  of  Easton,  near  the  Delaware  river.  His 
father,  Philip  Cyphers,  was  born  in  1805  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  son  of  Philip  Cyphers,  Sr.,  who  had 
two  children,  Philip,  and  Hattie,  who  became  the 
wife  of  a Mr.  Millick,  of  Belvidere,  N.  J.  Philip, 
Jr.,  passed  the  first  fifty  years  of  his  life  in  the  coun- 
ty of  his  birth,  in  1854  migrating  to  Pennsylvania 
and  settling  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Luzerne  county,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  1873. 
He  was  a lifelong  farmer.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Weller,  who  died  in  i860,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  but  our  subject 
were  born  in  New  Jersey,  namely:  (1)  George 

grew  to  manhood  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life ; 
he  married  Miss  Eliza  Wydner,  of  Sussex  county, 
that  State,  and  they  finally  took  up  their  home  in 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  where  they  died  some  years 
ago,  leaving  six  children,  Philip,  Mary  (Mrs.  John 
Harrison),  George,  John,  Sharps  and  Edward.  (2) 
Annie  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Cyphers,  of  Al- 
toona, Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased ; they  had  five 
children,  four  girls  and  one  boy,  Luzettaand  George 
being  the  only  ones  whose  names  are  given.  (3) 
John  married  Effie  Butts,  of  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  and 
they  moved  to  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  she 
died ; he  subsequently  removed  to  Michigan,  where 
he  passed  away,  leaving  one  daughter.  (4)  Will- 
iam married  Miss  Susan  Casebeer,  of  Smithfield, 
where  they  made  their  home,  Mr.  Cyphers  dying 
in  1898 ; they  had  four  children,  three  girls  and  one 
boy,  Esther  (Mrs.  William  Bates,  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty), Seran,  Aminda  (Mrs.  George  Engle,  of  Fac- 
tory ville)  and  one  whose  name  is  not  given.  (5) 
Philip  married  Miss  Amanda  Fenner,  of  Monroe 
county,  and  they  reside  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; 
they  have  no  children.  (6)  Jacob  S.  married  Miss 
Charity  Headley,  of  Wyoming  county,  and  they  have 
a family  of  three  children,  Effie,  Fannie  and  Jennie ; 
their  home  is  in  Falls,  Wyoming  county.  (7)  Caleb 
G.  Cyphers  is  the  youngest  in  the  family. 
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During  his  early  years  Caleb  G.  Cyphers  attend- 
ed the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his 
home  in  Luzerne  county,  later  becoming  a student 
in  the  Wyoming  Seminary,  where  he  completed  his 
literary  education.  In  1864  lie  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  J.  Eldredge,  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  William  and  Miriam  Eldredge,  prom- 
inent residents  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  and  the 
young  couple  located  on  a farm,  to  the  cultivation  of 
which  Mr.  Cyphers  devoted  several  years.  In  1868 
he  commenced  contracting  and  building  in  the  city 
of  Wilkes  Barre,  continuing  in  that  line  for  seven 
years,  until  his  removal,  in  1874,  to  the  farm  in 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  which  he  has 
since  occupied.  This  place,  formerly  known  as  the 
Abram  Fenner  homestead,  comprises  123  acres  of 
valuable  land,  and  is  located  a half  mile  north  of 
Shawnee  and  four  miles  from  Stroudsburg,  and 
since  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Cyphers  many  im- 
provements have  been  made  all  over  the  property, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  most  highly  cultivated 
tracts  in  the  township.  Fie  has  done  considerable 
in  the  way  of  clearing,  and  the  close  attention  which 
he  gives  his  work  is  apparent  in  all  his  surroundings. 
Flis  land  has  been  devoted  to  general  farming  pur- 
noses,  and  he  has  gained  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  best  managers  and  most  successful  agri- 
culturists in  Smithfield  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyphers  have  reared  a family  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  we  give  a brief  record,  as 
follows:  (1)  Edgar  F\,  born  in  1865,  in  Wilkes 

Barre,  completed  his  education  in  the  Wyoming 
Seminary,  and  has  been  one  of  the  leading  professors 
in  the  schools  of  Bethlehem,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn. 
His  first  wife  was  Miss  Della  Wilt,  of  Bethlehem, 
who  died  a year  after  their  marriage,  leaving  one 
son,  Russell,  who  lives  with  his  grandparents.  In 
1898  Prof.  Cyphers  wedded  Miss  Lizzie  Yost,  of 
Bucks  county,  Penn.,  who  is  a daughter  of  Michael 
and  Lizzie  Yost.  (2)  Harry  A.  was  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1867,  received  a good  common-school  and 
classical  education,  finishing  his  literary  course  at 
the  Wyoming  seminary,  and  later  took  a commer- 
cial course ; he  commenced  the  study  of  law  under 
Mr.  James,  of  Allentown,  Lehigh  Co.,  Penn.,  and  he 
is  now  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  that  place. 
Fie  married  Miss  Mary  Heller,  daughter  of  Melchior 
and  Sarah  Fleller,  of  Smithfield  township,  and  they 
L'u  e one  son,  Earl  Tinsley.  (3)  Lizzie  May,  born  in 
1868  in  Wilkes  Barre,  received  her  academic  train- 
ing in  the  schools  of  Wyoming,  and  in  1894  gradu- 
ated from  the  East  Stroudsburg  Normal  School. 
She  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
in  Monroe  county,  where  she  has  taught  ten  terms, 
and  is  at  present  acting  as  principal  of  the  Bush- 
kill  Independent  district.  (4)  Robert  M„  born  in 
July,  1872,  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  is  also  a grad- 
uate of  the  East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal  Sschool, 
c ass  o.  96,  and  has  also  been  engaged  in  teaching 
for  some  years.  (5)  Frederick  L.,  born  in  June, 
19^  in  Monroe  county,  also  graduated  from  the 
Last  Stroudsburg  Normal  in  the  class  of  ’96,  and  is 


at  present  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  North- 
ampton county.  (6)  Miriam  E.,  born  in  1877,  in 
Monroe  county,  graduated  from  the  East  Strouds- 
burg Normal,  and  has  also  taken  up  the  teacher’s 
profession.  (7)  Jesse  H.,  born  in  1879,  is  at  pres- 
ent a student  in  the  State  Normal,  though  he  has  al- 
ready taught  one  term  of  school,  and  bids  fair  to 
make  the  same  success  which  has  attended  his  broth- 
ers’ and  sisters’  efforts  as  educators.  (8)  E.  Ray- 
mond, born  in  1882,  is  at  present  attending  the  Nor- 
mal School.  (9)  S.  Leonard,  born  in  November, 
1883,  is  attending  the  public  schools  in  Smithfield. 

As  will  be  seen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyphers  have 
given  their  children  the  best  advantages  for  educa- 
tion within  their  means,  and  taken  an  interest  in 
their  mental  training,  which  has  been  a source  of 
constant  encouragement  to  them.  Mrs.  Cyphers 
herself  received  a thorough  education,  and  her  close 
companionship  with  her  children  during  the  period 
of  their  early  studies  inspired  them  with  the  thirst 
for  more  advanced  knowledge  which  they  have  all 
displayed,  and  which  has  made  them  known,  as  a 
family,  as  progressive  and  scholarly  and  eminently 
useful  in  the  sphere  of  life  which  they  have  entered. 
This  worthy  couple  may  well  be  proud  of  their  large 
family,  all  of  whom  have  proved  such  competent  and 
successful  instructors,  and  socially  they  are  all 
ranked  with  the  cultured  and  advanced  people  of 
their  locality.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyphers  are  earnest 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  their  children 
have  united  with  various  denominations,  all  taking 
a warm  interest  in  Church  work  and  the  welfare  of 
religious  enterprises.  Politically  Mr.  Cyphers  has 
been  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has 
held  the  office  of  collector  in  Smithfield  township. 

RANDOLPH  TURRELL  is  well  known  as  a 
leading  farmer  and  business  man  of  Forest  Lake 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  the  family  has 
been  prominent  from  the  beginning  of  the  century. 
The  Turrells  are  of  that  sturdy  New  England  stock 
which  has  formed  the  backbone  of  many  of  the 
most  prosperous  and  progressive  communities  in 
Pennsylvania,  communities  where  the  moral  and  in- 
tellectual welfare  has  advanced  side  by  side  with 
business  and  material  interests,  and  the  family  has 
given  many  able  men  to  Susquehanna  county  in 
past  and  present  generations. 

Mr.  Turrell  was  born  January  14,  1844,  in 
Forest  Lake  township,  grandson  of  Leman  Turrell 
and  son  of  Leman  Miner  Turrell,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  father  was  born 
January  6,  1808,  in  Litchfield,  that  State,  and  in  1810 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  ad- 
vantages offered  by  the  public  schools  of  those  days 
were  very  limited,  and  Leman  Turrell  undertook  the 
education  of  his  children  himself,  attending  to  their 
lessons  in  the  evening  after  his  day’s  work  was  done. 
Under  his  instruction  our  subject’s  father  also  ac- 
quired his  early  knowledge  of  farming,  and  after  his 
marriage  he  made  his  home  in  Forest  Lake  township 
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on  part  of  the  old  homestead  which  his  father  gave 
him,  and  where  he  followed  general  agricultural 
pursuits  to  the  close  of  his  life,  clearing  up  a large 
farm.  In  1859  he  erected  a water  sawmill,  where  he 
manufactured  lumber  for  his  own  use  and  did  cus- 
tom work  in  that  line  for  his  neighbors,  and  for  many 
years  he  also  conducted  quite  a large  nursery  busi- 
ness, dealing  in  all  kinds  of  fruit  stock.  He  at  one 
time  owned  a large  tract  of  land  in  Nebraska. 
Naturally,  he  became  closely  identified  with  com- 
mercial as  well  as  with  agricultural  interests  in  the 
county,  and  he  also  took  an  active  part  in  public 
matters,  filling  a number  of  local  offices,  to  the  duties 
of  which  he  gave  the  same  careful  attention  as  he 
did  to  his  private  affairs.  His  political  sympathies 
were  originally  with  the  Old-line  Whigs,  and  he 
transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party 
on  its  organization. 

Leman  Miner  Turrell  married  Miss  Lovina 
Griffis,  who  was  born  June  20,  1815,  in  Jessup  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  daughter  of  John  and 
Susanna  (Leonard)  Griffis,  and  like  her  husband 
was  of  Connecticut  stock.  She  passed  away  in 
1875,  Mr.  Turrell  surviving  until  1883,  when  he  was 
drowned  while  crossing  a creek  near  his  home.  They 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
uniting  with  the  congregation  at  Birchardville,  in 
which  he  held  the  office  of  deacon  for  many  years, 
and  were  worthy  Christian  people,  holding  a high 
place  in  the  esteem  of  their  neighbors  and  many 
friends.  Six  children  blessed  their  union,  Emma 
A.,  Leman,  Lucy  A.,  Randolph,  Lester,  and  Martha 
M.,  all  born  in  Forest  Lake  township,  of  whom  we 
have  the  following  record:  Emma  A.,  born  March 
9,  1838,  received  a good  education  in  the  home 
schools  and  at  Wyoming  Seminary,  and  taught  in 
Susquehanna  county  for  a number  of  years  before 
her  marriage  to  Seth  R.  Wright,  of  Forest  Lake. 
Leman,  born  November  15,  1839,  enlisted  during  the 
Civil  war  in  Company  LI,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  Capt.  J.  C. 
Morris,  and  came  home  after  one  year's  service,  hav- 
ing been  discharged  on  account  of  physical  dis- 
ability; be  died  in  April,  1866,  cut  down  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a promising  career.  Lucy  A.,  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1841,  was  a teacher  for  some  years  prior 
to  her  marriage  to  Theodore  H.  Bradshaw,  of  Tomp- 
kins county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  now  reside  at  Port  An- 
geles, Wash. ; they  have  had  two  sons,  Charles  M., 
who  died  in  boyhood,  and  Harry,  who  survives. 
Martha  M.,  born  September  27,  1851,  died  January 
6,  1864. 

Randolph  Turrell  obtained  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  his  native  township,  attending  the  district 
schools  and  later  the  select  schools,  and  during  his 
early  manhood  he  taught  one  term  in  Forest  Lake. 
He  drifted  quite  naturally  into  his  father’s  business, 
working  on  the  farm  and  in  the  mill  from  early  boy- 
hood, and  in  addition  to  continuing  in  the  original 
lines,  lumbering  and  farming,  he  has  engaged  rather 
extensively  in  dairying,  being  a heavy  stockholder  in 
the  Birchardville  Creamery  Company,  of  which  he 
is  secretarv  and  treasurer.  His  standing  in  business 
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circles  is  unquestionably  high,  and  he  is  equally 
prominent  in  matters  relating  to  the  public  welfare, 
having  been  honored  with  election  to  various  of- 
fices in  the  gift  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  has  served 
ably  and  faithfully  as  town  clerk  and  assessor,  and 
is  filling  the  office  of  school  director  at  the  present' 
time.  Like  his  father,  he  is  Republican  in  political 
sentiment. 

On  December  11,  1867,  Mr.  Turrell  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  F.  Southwell,  who  was 
born  in  1848,  daughter  of  Francis  H.  and  Sarah 
(Deuel)  Southwell,  of  Forest  Lake.  She  received  a 
thorough  education  in  the  select  schools  of  the  town- 
ship and  in  Montrose  High  School,  and  taught  in 
the  public  schools  near  her  home  for  several  years 
prior  to  her  marriage.  Mr.  Turrell  purchased  the 
old  homestead  of  his  father,  which  he  has  improved 
in  various  ways  in  the  passing  years,  and  in  1895  he 
erected,  on  the  site  of  the  old  dwelling,  the  commodi- 
ous modern  house  which  the  family  now  occupy.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turrell  have  been  born  two  children, 
William  H.  and  Nellie  M.,  the  former  on  August  25, 
1869, thelatter February  13, 1871.  WilliamH. Turrell 
attended  the  Montrose  schools  and  Wyoming  Busi- 
ness College,  from  which  latter  he  was  graduated, 
and  for  two  years  he  was  a clerk  in  the  bank  at  Can- 
ton, Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  He  is  now  teller  of  the 
People’s  Bank,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  with  which 
he  has  been  connected  for  the  past  six  years.  In 
May,  1894,  he  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Stroud  Let- 
son,  and  they  have  had  two  children — Mildred,  born 
September  29,  1895,  and  Francis  R.,  born  March  8,. 
1899.  They  reside  at  Dorranceton,  Luzerne  county. 
Nellie  M.  Turrell  attended  the  schools  of  Montrose 
and  Wyoming  Seminary,  from  which  institution  she 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  ’94,  in  Music  and 
Art,  and  she  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  five  terms- 
in  the  schools  near  her  home  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage, November  17,  1897,  to  Judson  S.  Hosford,  of 
Friendsville,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  is  a 
merchant. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  Baptist  faith,  and 
his  daughter  is  a member  of  that  Church,  while  Mrs. 
Turrell  and  her  son  united  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  denomination.  Socially  Mr.  Turrell  is  an 
active  member  of  Rising  Sun  Grange,  Birchardville, 
in  which  he  has  served  for  twenty-one  years  as  sec- 
retary, and  he  filled  the  office  of  county  secretary  for 
ten  years.  He  is  one  of  the  intelligent,  prosperous 
citizens  of  his  township,  owning  a valuable  farm  and 
pleasant  home,  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
him  as  a man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  and  occupy- 
ing a high  position  in  his  community  as  a worthv 
representative  of  a name  which  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship has  long  been  regarded  as  a synonym  for  all  the 
sterling  qualities  which  constitute  good  citizenship. 

Lester  Turrell  was  born  February  6,  1846, 
and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm.  He  com- 
menced his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  township,  and  attended  high  school  in  Tomp- 
kins county,  N.  Y.,  receiving  a thorough  training 
for  the  practical  business  of  life.  He  taught  school 
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one  winter  in  his  early  manhood.  In  1868  Lester 
Turrell  was  married  to  Miss  Sophronia  L.  Handrick, 
daughter  of  Wakeman  C.  and  Eurania  (Stone) 
J Iandrick,  prominent  farming  people  of  Middletown, 
. Susquehanna  county,  where  Mrs.  1 urrell  was  born 
August  26,  1843.  She  obtained  her  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  near  her  home,  and  attended 
high  school  at  Montrose.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turrell 
settled  in  Forest  Lake  on  one  of  the  farms  owned  by 
his  father,  and  in  1869  the  beautiful  modern  dwell- 
ing in  which  they  have  since  resided  was  erected. 
New  barns  and  outbuildings  have  also  been  built, 
and  Mr.  Turrell  has  continued  to  improve  the  place 
until  it  is  now  one  of  the  finest  of  the  many  good 
farms  along  Wyalusing  creek,  well-cultivated  and 
well  kept  up  in  every  respect.  In  addition  to  general 
farming  he  has  carried  on  dairying  for  a number  of 
years,  meeting  with  substantial  success  in  both  lines. 
One  daughter,  Lorena,  was  born  January  19,  1873, 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turrell.  She  received  a thorough 
education,  attending  the  common  schools  and  Mont- 
rose High  School,  from  which  she  was  graduated 
in  1891.  In  October,  1893,  she  was  married  to  Will 
U.  Turrell,  of  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  son  of  Samuel  Turrell,  of  that  township,  and 
they  have  made  their  home  with  our  subject  and 
wife ; one  daughter,  Erma  L.,  was  born  to  them  June 
25,  1899.  In  religious  connection  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Turrell  and  their  daughter  hold  membership  with  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Birchardville. 

Lester  Turrell  has  been  a lifelong  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  though 
not  an  office-seeker,  he  has  taken  quite  a prominent 
part  in  political  affairs.  In  1881  he  served  as  cen- 
sus enumerator  of  Forest  Lake,  and  he  has  also  held 
the  offices  of  school  director  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
filling  the  latter  incumbency  two  terms.  In  all  his 
public  service  he  has  proved  himself  a man  of  strict 
honor  and  ability  in  business  affairs,  and  he  has  dis- 
played a high  sense  of  duty  in  the  responsibilities 
connected  with  his  several  public  positions.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Turrell  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M., 
uniting  with  Blue  Lodge  No.  240,  of  Montrose,  of 
which  he  is  a past  master. 

ELY  UTT.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Barrett  township,  Monroe 
county,  one  whose  life  has  been  actively  connected 
with  the  large  agricultural  and  lumbering  interests 
of  the  neighborhood,  but  who  is  also  widely  known 
for  an  earnest  and  conscientious  work  of  forty 
years  duration  in  the  moral  and  religious  history 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  He  is  a local 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  his  lifelong 
residence  in  Monroe  county  may  be  truly  said  to 
have  been  covered  with  a genuine  success,  sur- 
passed by  few  if  any  of  his  contemporaries. 

Mr.  Utt  is  grandson  of  a Dutch  emigrant,  Elias 
Utt,  who  migrated  to  the  New  World"  in  the  old 
Colonial  days,  and  bore  arms  in  the  cause  of  Amer- 
ican freedom  during  the  Revolutionary  struggle. 
In  a contest  with  the  hostile  Indians  he  was  wound- 


ed in  the  breast  by  a bullet,  but  happily  recovered. 
He  brought  with  him  from  Holland,  his  native  land, 
a number  of  articles,  which  are  now  cherished  by 
his  descendants  as  interesting  and  valuable  heir- 
looms. The  relics  include  a unique  button  mould- 
er of  brass,  and  several  vases  and  jugs  of  great 
present  value.  Elias  Utt  settled  upon  property 
near  Analomink,  on  Brodheads  creek,  now  owned 
by  Thomas  Stites.  Here  he  made  a small  clearing, 
and  died  leaving  a family  of  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  as  follows : Elizabeth,  wife  of  James 
Sebring,  of  Pocono ; Catherine,  wife  of  Thomas 
Smiley,  of  Stroud  township;  Jane,  wife  of  Charles 
Edgerton,  of  Warren  county,  N.  J. ; Henry,  Jacob, 
and  Andrew,  who  died  when  young  men ; Eli,  who 
married  and  settled  in  Wayne  county;  and  Adam, 
the  father  of  our  subject. 

Adam  Utt  was  born  in  Northampton  county  in 
1792,  grew  up  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  married 
Miss  Sarah  Mills.  He  settled  on  the  farm  of  his 
father  near  Analomink,  and  there  lived  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  followed  lumbering  as  a contractor 
for  various  lumbermen,  and  also  lumbering  for  sev- 
eral winters  in  Lackawanna  county.  In  1848  he 
purchased,  of  William  S.  White  and  Mathias  Brake- 
ly,  140  acres  of  wild  land  near  Mountain  Home, 
and  there  settled,  being  the  first  settler  on  the  north- 
east side  of  Brodheads  creek.  He  cut  out  the  road 
to  reach  his  farm,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  wilder- 
ness erected  a large  two-story  log  house,  16x24 
feet,  also  a log  barn  24x48  feet.  While  living  in 
this  wilderness  home  Mr.  Utt  contracted  to  peel 
bark  for  White  & Brakely,  who  built  the  first  tan- 
nery in  that  section  of  the  country.  He  became  an 
extensive  contractor,  at  times  employing  as  many 
as  forty  or  fifty  men,  and  followed  the  business 
until  shortly  before  his  death.  He  was  a lifelong 
Democrat,  and  was  honored  with  the  election  to 
many  local  offices,  among  others  that  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  which  he  held  for  fifteen  years.  He  was 
not  a member  of  any  Church,  but  attended  the 
Methodist  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a devout 
follower  and  an  earnest  Christian  worker  in.  He 
gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  the  support  of  the 
Church  and  the  erection  of  buildings.  Adam  LTtt 
died  June  8,  1875,  Ms  wife  having  passed  away  six 
days  prior  to  his  death.  Their  family  of  eleven 
children  were  as  follows : ( 1 ) Charles,  born  in 

Stroud  township  in  1823,  married  Elizabeth  Over- 
neck, of  Chestnut  Hill.  Thev  lived  on  a farm  in 
Paradise  township,  where  she  died  leaving  eight 
children,  Samuel,  Catherine,  Ellen,  Amanda,  Mich- 
ael, Susan,  Richard  and  Elizabeth.  Later  Charles 
Utt  married  Mrs.  Bartholomew,  and  to  this  mar- 
riage one  child,  Cora,  was  born.  The  second  wife 
died  in  1893,  and  he  afterward  married  Mrs.  Thom, 
of  Tannersville.  He  died  at  his  home  near  Para- 
dise in  1897.  He  served  throughout  the  Civil  war, 
and  was  honorably  discharged.  (2)  Almeron,  born 
in  November,  1825,  married  Marv  A.  Transue,  of 
Smithfield,  and  thev  now  reside  with  a large  family 
of  children  on  his  farm  in  Barrett.  He  served  in  the 
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Civil  war,  and  was  honorably  discharged.  (3)  Jacob, 
born  in  November,  1827,  married  Anne  "Washburn, 
of  Montrose,  and  now  resides  at  Paterson,  N.  J., 
where  his  wife  died,  leaving  two  children,  Florence 
and  Frank.  (4)  Lucretia,  born  January  2,  1830,  mar- 
ried Andrew  Somers,  of  Barrett  township,  where 
he  died  leaving  children,  Henry,  George,  Frank, 
Catherine,  William,  Jennie,  Sallie,  Mary.  (5)  Ely, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  child  of  this 
family.  (6)  Eliza,  born  in  1836,  died  in  childhood. 
(7)  Jackson,  born  in  April,  1839,  married  Emaline 
Wademan,  of  Barrett,  enlisted  in  the  army  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness.  (8)  George  died  young.  (9)  Phoebe, 
born  in  1841,  married  Isaac  W.  Sutton,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  settled  in  Barrett  township,  where  her 
husband  and  three  children  died.  ( 10)  Ellen,  born 
in  February,  1843,  married  Charles  W.  Decker,  of 
Smithfield,  who  became  superintendent  and  general 
manager  for  the  Oakland  Tannery  Co.,  of  Mountain 
Home.  After  that  company  passed  out  of  exist- 
ence Mr.  Decker  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
shoe  pegs  and  clothes  pins  for  some  years.  He  died 
in  August,  1893,  leaving  a wife  and  child,  Jennie,  an 
accomplished  young  lady.  Mrs.  Decker  is  the  pro- 
prietress of  a large  boardinghouse  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  city  boarders.  ( 1 1 ) JamesW.,  bornMarch8, 
1845,  married  Lavina  Quirk,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
resided  there  until  his  death  in  1880.  His  widow 
and  daughter  Marion  now  reside  in  Philadelphia. 

Ely  Utt,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
April  26,  1832,  in  Stroud  township.  He  grew  to 
manhood  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  there  remained, 
working  for  his  father,  until  1859.  In  that  year  he 
married  Miss  Catherine  A.  Sebring,  daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  Sebring,  an  old  and  prominent 
family  of  Pocono.  She  was  born  in  1840,  and  in  her 
girlhood  attended  the  district  schools ; but  like  her 
husband  she  supplemented  the  rudiments  of  an 
education  there  obtained  with  an  extended  course 
of  private  study  and  reading,  thus  acquiring  an  ex- 
cellent education. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ely  Utt 
settled  at  the  home  of  his  father,  taking  care  of  his 
parents  until  their  death.  Our  subject  engaged 
actively  in  lumbering  until  1886,  when  he  retired  to 
his  farming  interests.  In  1883  he  had  purchased 
from  F.  S.  Hovey,  of  Philadelphia,  the  timber  on 
a 700-acre  tract  of  land  near  Mountain  Home.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Utt  were  born  nine  children,  only 
three  of  whom,  Sarah  E.,  Herbert  and  Allen,  are 
now  living,  all  the  others  having  died  in  infancy. 
Sarah  E.,  born  in  1870,  married  Henry  Shaller, 
a railroad  employe  at  Cresco,  and  has  five  children, 
Nellie  M.,  Harry  S.,  Chester  C.,  Flora  T.,  and 
Arachie  B. ; Herbert  was  born  in  April,  1875,  and  is 
now  a bright  and  scholarly  young  man.  residing  in 
New  York;  Allen,  born  in  April,  1877,  has  received 
a good  education,  and  is  now  at  home.  Both  Her- 
bert and  Allen  are  members  of  Washington  Camp 
No.  483,  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America,  at 
Mountain  Home. 


In  politics  Ely  Utt  is  a Democrat.  He  has  held 
various  local  offices,  among  them  those  of  school 
director  and  overseer  of  the  poor.  In  religious  faith 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Utt  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  ever  since  their  marriage,  forty  years 
ago,  have  been  active  workers  in  the  Church.  Mr. 
Utt  established  the  first  Sabbath-school  at  Locust 
Ridge,  Tobyhanna  township,  also  at  Tompkins- 
ville  (now  Houser  Mills),  Monroe  county.  He  is 
a member  of  Lodge  No.  684,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Moun- 
tain Home,  and  also  of  the  Order  of  the  Star  of 
Bethlehem,  he  being  an  Eminent  Grand  Organizer 
of  the  lodge.  Mr.  Utt  is  prominent  as  a farmer, 
and  as  a Christian  worker  and  as  a public-spirited 
citizen.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  drafted,  but 
sent  a substitute  at  a cost  of  six  hundred  dollars. 
He  is  self-educated,  enjoys  the  possession  of  a hos- 
pitable home,  and  ranks  high  among  the  thinking 
and  active  people  of  Monroe  county. 

JOSEPH  BENNETT,  a prominent  and  high- 
ly respected  citizen  of  Clinton  township,  Wayne 
county,  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  bears  an 
honorable  record  for  brave  service  in  the  cause  of 
freedom  and  union,  and  he-  has  won  an  enviable 
reputation  in  the  paths  of  peace  through  the  ster- 
ling qualities  which  go  to  make  up  a good  citizen. 

Stephen  Bennett,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  January  18,  1802,  and 
died  January  22,  1841.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Desire  Ainslev,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children : George,  born  in 
1825,  is  now  living  in  Barry  county,  Mich.;  Levi, 
born  in  1827,  resided  in  Wavmart,  Wayne  county, 
and  died  in  1899;  Anna,  born  in  1830,  is  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Stanton,  of  Waymart ; Emmit  and  Emily 
(twins)  were  born  in  1833,  and  the  former  died  in 
1874,  the  latter  in  1893 ; Joseph  is  next  in  the  order 
of  birth;  John,  born  in  1837,  makes  his  home  in 
Hyde  Park,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn. ; and  Marian, 
born  in  1839,  died  m infancy. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a native  of  Wayne 
countv,  born  July  6,  1835,  and  from  the  age  of  six 
to  twenty  years  he  worked  in  Wayne  and  Pike  coun- 
ties, part  of  the  time  employed  in  a wagon  shop 
in  Carbondale.  For  a number  of  years  he  also 
found  employment  with  the  Gravity  road,  and  as  a 
contractor  did  an  extensive  lumber  business.  His 
business  was  interrupted  by  his  service  in  the  Union 
army,  he  having  enlisted  September  23,  1861,  in 
Company  H,  77th  P.  V.  I.  He  participated  in  the 
hotly-contested  engagements  at  Shiloh  and  Cor- 
inth. Through  a mistake  the  company  was  sent 
to  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  where  it  was  disbanded,  but 
not  having  had  enough  experience  as  a soldier, 
and  being  filled  with  patriotic  valor,  Mr.  Bennett 
re-enlisted,  in  Company  G,  187th  P.  V.  I.,  and  on 
June  1864,  while  in  action  before  Petersburg,  he 
was  wounded  and  sent  to  the  hospital.  He  was 
able  to  reioin  his  reffiment  in  time  to  go  to  Phila- 
delphia. where  they  did  garrison  duty.  In  August, 
1865,  they  were  mustered  out  at  Harrisburg. 
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Mr.  Bennett  was  married,  February  26,  1868, 
to  Miss  Julia  K.  Stone,  daughter  of  Lemuel  and 
Eliza  (West)  Stone,  in  whose  family  were  seven 
children,  namely:  Ellen,  now  the  widow  of  Emmit 
Bennett;  Julia  K.,  who  was  born  October  5,  1840; 
Elbert,  a resident  of  Port  Byron,  111.;  Mary  (de- 
ceased); George  W.,  of  Windom,  Minn.;  Jasper, 
of  New  York;  and  Mattie  (deceased).  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bennett  have  had  three  children:  (1)  John, 
born  April  8,  1869,  died  in  1878.  (2)  Judson  S., 
born  August  31,  1871,  graduated  from  the  Way- 
mart  Academy,  and  for  five  years  was  connected 
with  a mercantile  establishment  in  Lackawanna 
county,  Penn. ; he  is  now  a mail  clerk,  and 
resides  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  On  December  27,  1898, 
he  married  Miss  Jennie  Bremer,  of  Amsterdam,  N. 
Y.  (3)  Frank  W.,  born  November  13,  1873,  ob- 
tained his  early  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  later  attended  the  Waymart  Academy.  On 
February  8,  1899,  he  married  Miss  Martha  Lillie, 
and  they  have  a son,  J.  Irving,  born  December  29, 
1899.  Lilly  West,  a distant  relative,  finds  a pleasant 
home  with  our  subject.  She  was  born  December 
14,  1876,  and  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  in  Clinton  township. 

Although  a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  Mr. 
Bennett  has  never  cared  for  the  honors  or  emolu- 
ments of  office,  serving  only  as  tax  collector  of  his 
township.  Fraternally  he  is  a prominent  member 
of  the  Farmers’  Alliance  and  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  His  residence  in  Wayne  county 
covers  the  greater  part  of  sixty-fiye  years,  during 
which  he  has  ever  borne  his  part  in  the  work  of 
development  and  progress,  and  is  therefore  de- 
serving of  honorable  mention  among  the  valued 
representative  citizens. 

DAVID  BENDER,  proprietor  of  the  “High- 
land Villa,”  one  of  the  pleasant  homes  in  Monroe 
county,  and  which  is  popularly  sought  by  summer 
visitors,  is  a well-known  farmer  owning  one  of  the 
best  improved  farms  of  Barrett  township.  Mr.  Ben- 
der is  of  German  birth.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Nessel,  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  in  1834,  son  of 
Michael  and  Rosanna  Bender,  farming  people  of  the 
Fatherland.  In  1845  Michael  Bender  started  for 
America  with  his  family,  taking  passage  in  May  of 
that  year  on  a sailing  vessel,  and  not  reaching  New 
York  until  August.  He  proceeded  directly  to  Mon- 
roe county,  and  in  Barrett  township  purchased  a 
tract  of  wild  land  which  by  patient  industry  e con- 
verted into  a home,  tilling  the  land  until  his  u^ath  in 
1867.  His  wife  died  in  i860.  They  were  of  the  Lu- 
theral  faith,  earnest  and  conscientious  and  faithful  to 
every  obligation  and  responsibility.  Their  family 
consisted  of  three  children,  David,  George  and  Ro- 
sanna. The  daughter  died  at  the  home  of  her  uncle 
in  New  York  City,  while  attending  school  there,  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years.  George  was  born  in  Ger- 
many in  1843,  married  Elizabeth  Cross,  of  Moun- 
tain Home,  and  now  lives  with  his  large  family  at 
the  old  homestead. 


David,  the  eldest  of  the  two  sons,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  he 
made  with  his  parents  the  memorable  trip  across  the 
Atlantic.  He  attended  the  Barrett  schools,  and  as- 
sisted his  father  with  the  labors  of  the  farm.  In 
1856  he  founded  for  himself  a home,  following  his 
marriage  to  Mrs.  Rachel  Mick,  daughter  of  Chris- 
topher and  Louisa  Somers,  natives  of  Germany,  and 
near  neighbors  of  the  Bender  family  in  Barrett 
township.  After  his  marriage  David  Bender  pur- 
chased the  Jacob  Mick  improvement  in  Barrett 
township,  and  here  he  cleared  up  a fine  farm  of  190 
acres,  commencing  life  in  the  woods,  and  by  persist- 
ent and  honest  industry  transforming  the  wilderness 
into  a prolific  and  beautiful  farm.  He  has  erected 
substantial  buildings,  and  now  owns  one  of  the  well- 
cultivated  farms  of  the  county. 

To  David  and  Rachel  Bender  four  children  have 
been  born:  Rosanna,  Ida  A.,  Walter  E.,  and  Fran- 
ces A.  Of  these,  Rosanna,  born  in  1857,  married 
Garrison  Shaffer,  and  lives  at  Mountain  Home ; they 
have  one  daughter,  Ida  B.  Ida  A.,  born  in  1859, 
resides  with  her  parents,  and  manages  the  affairs  of 
“Highland  Villa”  during  the  summer  months.  Wal- 
ter E.,  born  in  1861,  died  November  26,  1899;  he 
was  a most  estimable  young  man,  highly  respected 
and  is  deeply  mourned  by  both  relatives  and  a wide 
circle  of  friends.  Frances  A.  Bender,  the  youngest 
member  of  the  family,  was  a young  lady  of  twenty- 
two  years,  a favorite  of  home  and  friends  when 
death  called  her  home  in  1886. 

Mr.  Bender’s  political  affiliations  are  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  edu- 
cational matters,  and  for  nine  years  has  filled  the 
office  of  school  director.  He  was  reared  in  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  now  attends  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  and  family  are  members. 
“Highland  Villa,”  the  pleasant  home  of  the  fam- 
ily, is  admirably  located,  and  each  season  accommo- 
dates a limited  number  of  guests.  Here  the  latter 
find  in  a generous  measure  the  rest  and  comfort 
which  a well-appointed  summer  residence  affords. 
Admirable  in  the  opportunities  for  enjojmient, 
“Highland  Villa"  is  found  among  the  many  attract- 
ive homesteads  of  Monroe  county. 

WILLIAM  H.  SMALE,  a prosperous  agri- 
culturist of  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  is  a 
self-made  man,  and  the  story  of  his  life  should  furn- 
ish an  instructive  object  lesson  to  any  aspiring 
youth.  Beginning  the  work  of  self-support  at  an 
age  when  most  boys  are  in  school,  he  made  his 
way  steadily  upward  to  financial  independence,  and 
a fine  farm  now  gives  tangible  evidence  of  his 
success. 

Mr.  Smale  was  born  November  28,  1854,  in 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  and  is  of 
German  ancestry.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Abra- 
ham Smale,  was  a native  of  Monroe  county,  and 
became  a leading  farmer  of  Eldred  township,  where 
he  died.  He  married  Catherine  Renner,  who  was 
born  at  Nazareth,  Penn.,  and  their  children  were: 
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Eliza  (Mrs.  Solomon  Cole),  Joseph,  Solomon, 
George,  Susan,  John,  Abraham,  and  Mary  (Mrs. 
Samuel  Frantz). 

John  Smale,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  at 
Nazareth,  and  for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county, 
where  he  was  much  esteemed  as  a citizen  and  was 
frequently  elected  to  local  offices.  He  died  there 
May  io,  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  seven 
months,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in  Pleasant  Valley 
Cemetery.  He  married  Elizabeth  Serfass,  who  was 
born  July  7,  1810,  and  still  resides  at  the  old  home- 
stead. They  had  a large  family  of-  children  as  fol- 
lows : Emma,  widow  of  Rudolph  Hawk,  of  Polk 
township ; John,  a resident  of  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, who  married  (first)  Susannah  Shupp,  and 
(second)  Ann  Rhode;  Joseph,  a farmer  on  the  old 
homestead,  who  married  (first)  Amanda  Hawk, 
and  (second)  Elizabeth  Kresge;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Nathan  Trodendorf,  and  (second) 
August  Walker,  both  deceased ; Christiana,  wife  of 
James  Muffley,  a machinist  at  Allentown,  Penn. ; 
Catherine  (deceased),  who  married  George  Best; 
Mary  (deceased),  who  married  Amos  Burger,  of 
Scranton, Penn. ; Peter,  a resident  of  Scranton, Penn., 
who  married ffeggie  Hines  ; William  H.,our  subject ; 
Amanda,  second  wife  of  Amos  Burger,  of  Scran- 
ton ; Jacob,  who  married  Ella  Fehnel,  and  resides 
in  Allentown,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Serfass),  our  subject’s  mother, 
was  born  June  12,  1814,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  belongs  to  a prominent  pioneer 
family.  Her  grandfather,  John  Serfass,  was  a na- 
tive of  Germany,  whence  he  came  to  this  country 
in  early  manhood  to  engage  in  farming.  He  died 
in  1839  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Hone,  a 
native  of  Lehigh  county,  died  a few  years  later  at 
about  the  same  age.  Of  their  thirteen  children, 
John  married  a Miss  Ivunkel ; Adam,  Christina 
Berger;  and  Joseph,  Eliza  Ivunkel;  William  died 
unmarried  ; David  married  Sally  Everitt ; Peter  mar- 
ried Kate  Storm ; Hannah,  William  Kresge ; Su- 
sannah married  John  Livigood;  Mary,  Powel  Soldt; 
Elizabeth,  Philip  Moyer ; Christina,  Conrad  Dreish- 
back ; Kate,  George  Kresge ; and  Sally,  George 
Hawk.  Adam  Serfass,  Mrs.  Smale’s  father,  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  and  by  occupation  was  a 
farmer  and  shoemaker.  He  died  in  1875,  aged 
seventy-two  years,  and  his  wife  in  1873,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine,  both  being  buried  in  Gilbert’s  Cem- 
etery. Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  Fannie,  married 
Aaron  Hinery ; Charlotte,  Double  Balou ; Ephraim 
died  unmarried;  Arom  married  Eliza  Hawk;  Joel, 
Elizabeth  Kress;  Elizabeth,  John  Smale;  Linford 
married  (first)  Sallie  Beers,  and  (second)  Polly 
Getz;  Manaville  married  (first)  Miss  Lusinda  Er- 
hardt,  (second)  Sarah  Shupp  and  (third)  Eliza 
Kleintop. 

Our  subject  was  but  fourteen  years  old  when 
he  left  home  to  find  employment  in  Scranton,  where 
he  followed  teaming  for  eight  months.  He  then 


spent  three  months  in  Wilkes  Barre  in  the  same  line 
of  work,  and  for  one  year  he  was  employed  in  a 
foundry  in  Reading.  For  more  than  five  years  he 
was  employed  by  the  Lehigh  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  as  a work- 
man on  the  tracks,  but  with  his  experience  in 
“roughing  it”  he  became  desirous  of  a permanent 
home,  and,  purchasing  a farm  in  Northampton 
county,  he  engaged  in  agricultural  work.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1893,  he  purchased  his  present  farm  from  Fred. 
Koch,  an  attractive  estate  which  he  devotes  to  gen- 
eral crops.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  but  he  does 
not  crave  official  distinction.  He  was  reared  in  the 
Reformed  Church,  with  which  his  parents  united 
many  years  ago,  and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the 
congregation  at  Gilberts. 

In  January,  1874,  he  was  married  at  Bath, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Amanda  Hickman, 
and  the  following  children  have  blessed  the  union : 
Thomas  (deceased),  Amelia,  George,  Eugene  (de- 
ceased), Mary,  Preston,  Carry,  Hattie  (deceased), 
Elmer  (deceased)  and  Eva. 

Mrs.  Smale,  whose  efficient  help  has  been  a 
valued  factor  in  her  husband’s  success,  was  born 
October  29,  1853,  in  Moore  township,  Northampton 
county,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hickman  and  grand- 
daughter of  Abraham  Hickman,  a lifelong  resident 
of  Lehigh  county.  Her  father  was  born  in  that 
county,  but  made  his  permanent  residence  in  Moore 
township,  Northampton  county,  where  he  died  in 
1891  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  at  Morristown.  In  early  life  he 
learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  and  for  many  years 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching,  while  later  he  became  a, 
successful  merchant.  In  politics  he  was  a Repub- 
lican, and  his  advice  and  influence  were  sought  in  all 
local  movements  of  importance.  In  religious  faith 
he  was  a Lutheran.  His  wife  Catherine  (Fogle), 
who  died  in  1890,  aged  eighty-one  years,  was  born 
in  Lehigh  county,  a daughter  of  Abraham  Fogle, 
a well-known  citizen  of  that  section.  Mrs.  Smale 
is  the  youngest  in  a large  family  of  children,  and  of 
the  others  the  eldest,  Hannah,  married  William 
Powell,  a miller  in  New  Jersey;  Steven  (deceased) 
married  Kate  Landenback ; Mary  married  Conrad 
Hoover,  deceased,  of  Bethlehem,  Penn. ; Caroline 
(deceased)  married  David  Mercer;  Hellena  (de- 
ceased) married  Frank  Donick ; Thomas,  a resident 
of  Lebanon,  Penn.,  married  a Miss  Berg;  Ellavesta 
is  the  widow  of  John  Daub,  of  Philipsburg ; Amelia 
married  Jacob  Stott,  of  Clearfield,  Penn.,  now  de- 
ceased; Manilious  (deceased)  married  Sarah  Weiss; 
Joseph  (deceased)  never  married;  and  Kate  mar- 
ried Anthony  Ketchledge,  of  Martin’s  Creek,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

HARRISON  V.  WATTS  is  one  of  the  most 
worthy  citizens  of  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  its  railroad  interests,  serving  as  engineer  on 
the  Erie  road  the  greater  part  of  the  time.  He 
belongs  to  an  honored  family  of  Scottish  origin, 
which  was  founded  in  this  country  at  an  early  day. 
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1 [is  grandfather,  John  Watts,  was  a tanner,  of 
Crawford  township,  Orange  county,  .X.  X.,  for 
many  years,  and  married  a lady  who  was  also  of 
Scott 'sh  parentage.  To  them  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Robert  was  for  many  years  a fann- 

er of  Ulsterville,  ( )range  county;  1 heodore  was  the 
father  of  our  subject;  Henry  resided  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ; Abram  was  a painter  in  Chicago,  111.,  where 
bis  sons  are  now  in  business;  Letta  married  George 
Barnum,  an  extensive  lumberman,  of  Sullivan 
county,  X.  Y. ; Eliza  married  Simon  Currington, 
a farmer  of  Sullivan  county,  who  was  living  in 
New  York  City  at  the  time  of  his  death ; Maria 
married  Samuel  Scnsebal,  a farmer  of  Blooming- 
burg,  Orange  county,  X.  Y. ; Elizabeth  married  a 
Mr.  Roemer,  a tanner  of  Burlingham,  Orange 
county.  All  are  now  deceased. 

Theodore  Watts,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Orange  county,  AT.  Y.,  November  18,  1822, 
and  there  spent  nearly  his  entire  life.  Learning 
from  his  father  the  tanner’s  trade,  he  followed  the 
same  when  a young  man,  but  was  for  many  years 
a prosperous  farmer  of  his  native  county,  and  when 
he  grew  tired  of  agricultural  pursuits  he  sold  his 
place  and  removed  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
became  interested  in  the  ice  business,  acting  as 
agent  for  the  Rockland  Lake  Ice  Co.  He  died 
October  22,  1854,  after  about  three  years  spent  in 
the  city.  On  December  25,  1843,  he  married  Miss 
Harrietta  Van  Kenren,  a daughter  of  Cherick  and 
Elizabeth  (Sensebal)  Van  Kenren,  who  were  of 
Dutch  ancestry  and  lived  in  Great  Bend,  N.  Y., 
though  carrying  on  farming  in  Orange  county. 
Mrs.  Watts  was  born  in  Orange  county,  August 
30,  1823,  and  died  December  29,  1897.  Harrison 
V.  is  the  eldest  of  her  children.  James,  born  April 
19,  1848,  married  Frances. Dale,  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
and  as  an  engineer  on  the  Wabash  system  resides 
in  Delroy,  a suburb  of  Detroit,  Mich.  Augustus, 
born  May  5,  1850,  married  Annie  Umstead,  of  Port 
Jervis,  XT.  Y.,  who  was  also  an  employe  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  Co.,  and  died  September  16,  1887.  Caro- 
line, born  September  18,  1852,  died  April  2,  1855. 

Harrison  V.  Watts,  the  subject  of  this  review, 
was  born  in  Wallkill  township,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  August  2,  1845,  and  there  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  such  an  education  as  the  common  schools 
of  that  day  afforded.  Going  to  Port  Jervis,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two,  he  secured  employment  on  the 
Erie  railroad  as  fireman,  continuing  as  such  for 
five  and  one-half  years,  when  he  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  engineer.  In  1870  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  Sterling  Mining  Co.  as  locomotive 
engineer,  and  remained  with  them  for  three  years. 
During  the  following  four  years  he  was  an  engin- 
eer on  the  Ontario  & Western  railroad,  and  for 
six  months  was  on  the  Third  Avenue  elevated  road 
in  New  York  City,  during  which  time  he  ran  the 
first  train  from  Harlem  to  the  Batterv.  On  leav- 
ing that  position  he  returned  to  the  Erie  railroad, 
and  has  since  been  an  engineer  on  the  New  York 
division. 


At  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Watts  was  mar- 
ried, June  18,  1868,  to  Miss  Anna  Torrey,  who  was 
born  September  2,  1849,  a daughter  of  Robert  and 
Antoinette  (Peet)  Torrey,  who  were  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  made  their  home  in 
Canterbury,  Orange  county.  Four  children  bless- 
ed this  union,  namely:  Emma,  born  April  19, 

1869,  is  now  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Moore,  an  employe 
of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  residing  in  Jersey 
City,  N.  J. ; Theodore,  born  October  23,  1870,  is 
a tinsmith  by  trade,  and  resides  with  his  father  in 
Matamoras,  Penn.;  Nellie,  born  December  22, 
1874,  died  June  29,  1875;  and  Blanche,  born  No- 
vember 20,  1885,  is  at  home.  The  mother  of  these 
died  July  5-  1899. 

Mr.  Watts’  parents  were  both  faithful  mem- 
bers. of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; the  father 
was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  acceptably  filled  a 
number  of  offices  in  his  township.  Our  subject, 
however,  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  on  that  ticket  was  elected 
overseer  of  the  poor  in  Westfall  township  the  first 
time  his  party  had  met  with  success.  He  served 
in  that  position  two  years,  and  while  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  he  filled  the  office  of  collector  of 
school  taxes.  Since  1872  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  were  charter  members  of  the 
Matamoras  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  served  for  some  time  as  trustee,  and  now  as 
steward.  Honorable  and  upright  in  all  things,  his 
life  has  been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact. 

DORASTUS  B.  ALLEN  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising,  energetic  and  progressive  business 
men  of  Matamoras,  Penn.,  proprietor  of  the  “Allen 
House”  since  December  28,  1898,  and  a member  of 
the  livery  firm  of  Allen  & Huff,  also  traveling  sales- 
man for  the  Gardner  hay  forks,  for  which  he  has 
been  agent  for  the  past  seventeen  years.  His  ter- 
ritory embraces  three  States,  but  his  business  is  not 
confined  within  their  borders,  and  he  often  makes 
sales  all  over  the  country.  He  also  speculates  con- 
siderably in  ' cattle,  horses  and  sheep,  and  since 
April,  1898,  has  been  interested  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness at  Matamoras  in  partnership  with  Abram  V. 
Huff.  He  also  keeps  summer  boarders,  and  for 
a short  time  was  once  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company  at  Port  Jervis,  XT.  Y.  He  has 
won  success  through  his  well-directed  efforts,  and 
the  prosperity  that  has  come  to  him  is  certainly 
well  deserved.  Although  his  father  was  a Demo- 
crat, he  himself  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party. 

Mr.  Allen  was  born  in  Greeneville,  Orange 
Co.,  NT.  Y.,  December  23,  1833,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood,  remaining  with  his  mother  for  several 
years,  while  he  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  His  grandfather,  Elijah  Allen,  was 
probably  a native  of  Allentown,  Penn.,  as  the  place 
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was  named  in  honor  of  the  family.  The  father, 
William  H.  Allen,  was  born  there,  and  when  a boy 
moved  to  Stillwater,  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  For 
some  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  tanning  busi- 
ness in  that  State ; later  he  followed  the  same  occu- 
pation at  Greeneville,  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  He 
was  married  in  that  county  to  Mary  Elizabeth 
Brown,  daughter  of  Dorastus  and  Ester  (Brink) 
Brown,  and  died  there  when  our  subject  was  two 
years  old. 

At  Westtown,  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  Octo- 
ber 17,  1877,  Dorastus  B.  Allen  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Halsey,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Hattie  Sayer,  born  October  1,  1879. 

Henry  C.  Flalsey,  Mrs.  Allen’s  paternal  grand- 
father, was  a native  of  Westtown,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  a son  of  Henry  Halsey,  who  was  of  Scot- 
tish origin  and  lived  for  some  time  on  Long  Island. 
The  former  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  was  the 
founder  of  the  Orange  County  Milk  business,  of 
which  he  was  president  for  some  time.  Fie  died 
in  New  York  City.  He  married  Elizabeth  Smiley, 
and  had  four  children:  William  S.  (deceased), 

who  was  a physician  of  Philadelphia ; John  B.,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Allen ; Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  Davis, 
of  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; and  Carrie,  deceased  wife 
of  Elbridge  Rice,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 

John  B.  Halsey  is  also  a native  of  Westtown, 
Orange  county,  where  he  still  makes  his  home  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  has  throughout  life 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriet  Saver,  daughter  of  William  S. 
and  Sally  (Murray)  Sayer,  and  granddaughter  of 
William  Sayer.  Her  father  was  a soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  was  also  a farmer  by  occupation. 
His  children  were  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Amelia  is  un- 

married and  still  lives  at  the  old  homestead.  (2) 
William  M.,  who  died  in  March,  1896,  married 
Jane  Sears,  of  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  and  their  children 
were:  Ed  S.,  of  Walton,  N.  Y.,  who  married 

Mary  Dick,  of  Meadville,  Penn.,  and  had  a family 
of  eight  children ; Ruth,  wife  of  Frank  Merriam, 
who  represents  a machine  firm  in  Chicago,  111. ; 
Richard,  who  married  Frances  Low,  of  Middle- 
town,  N.  Y.,  and  has  two  children ; Murray,  who 
married  Della  Halstead,  and  has  three  children ; 
Alice,  who  is  living  at  the  old  home  in  Goshen,  N. 
Y.  ;•  Jennie,  wife  of  J.  W.  Gott,  of  Goshen,  by  whom 
she  has  three  children : Antoinette,  at  home ; and 
Sally,  wife  of  James  Coats,  a farmer  living  near 
Goshen,  by  whom  she  has  two  children.  (3)  An- 
toinette is  the  wife  of  George  C.  Shaw,  of  Newton, 
N.  J.,  and  has  three  children:  Fannie,  wife  of 

Hon.  L.  J.  Martin,  of  Newton,  by  whom  she  has 
six  children  ; Albert  C.,  of  Passaic,  N.  J.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Demorest,  and  has  four  children ; and 
Sayer  C.,  traveling  salesman  for  a shoe  store  of 
Philadelphia.  (4)  Harriet  S.,  born  June  19,  1838, 
is  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Allen.  (5)  Sarah  is  unmar- 
ried. (6)  Emma  is  the  widow  of  John  R.  Hal- 
stead, of  Unionville.  N.  Y.,  and  had  five  children, 
namely:  Frank,  Minnie  and  Harry,  who  are  dead, 


and  Floyd  and  Mary,  living.  (7)  Daniel,  a resi- 
dent of  Unionville,  married  Mary  Williams,  and 
has  five  children.  Mrs.  Allen  is  one  of  a family  of 
six  children,  the  others  being  as  follows:  (1) 

Sarah  S.  is  the  wife  of  A.  D.  Cook,  who  conducts 
the  “Nassau  Hotel,”  in  Princeton,  N.  J.,  and  they 
have  two  sons,  both  graduates  of  Princeton  Col- 
lege: William  L.  and  Harry  S.  (2)  William  H. 

married  Jennie  Clark,  who  died  leaving  one  child 
that  died  five  months  after  its  mother.  He  then 
married  Louise  ITustin ; they  reside  at  Middle- 
town,  N.  Y.,  and  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
railroad.  (3)  Frank  H.  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen months.  (4)  Emma  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen days.  (5)  Carrie  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months. 

W.  JULIUS  SHARFF.  No  better  illustra- 
tion of  the  characteristic  energy  and  enterprise  of 
the  typical  German- American  citizen  can  be  found 
than  that  afforded  by  the  career  of  this  gentleman, 
now  a well-known  resident  of  Masthope,  Pike  coun- 
ty. Coming  to  this  country  with  no  capital  except 
his  abilities,  he  has  made  his  way  to  success  through 
widely-directed  effort,  and  he  can  now  look  back 
with  satisfaction  upon  past  struggles. 

Johan  Henry  Sharff,  his  fathei,  a native  of 
Saxony,  Germany,  was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and 
traveled  through  a large  portion  of  Germany  while 
employed  at  that  occupation.  He  married  Mary 
Shindler,  and  all  of  the  eight  children  born  to  them 
are  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  our  sub- 
ject. They  were  Gotlieb,  Henry,  Charles,  W.  Ju- 
lius, William,  Theresa,  Paulina  and  Amelia.  The 
father  departed  this  life  in  1878,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven  years. 

W.  Julius  Sharff  was  born  in  Saxony,  April 
15,  1823,  obtained  a fair  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  land,  and  served  for  four  years 
in  the  German  army.  In  1847  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Johanna  Minch,  a native  of 
Germany  and  a daughter  of  Andrew  Minch.  She 
died  after  the  emigration  of  the  family  to  Amer- 
ica, at  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y.,  December  28,  1855. 
Of  the  six  children  born  of  this  union  three  died 
in  infancy ; Mary  Johanna  is  now  the  wife  of  Peter 
Ruffer,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  who  is  an  engineer 
on  the  Erie  railroad;  Emma  (deceased)  was  mar- 
ried and  lived  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; and  Julius 
died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  At  Narrowsburg,  N. 
Y.,  Mr.  Sharff  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Susan  Elizabeth  Werry,  who  was  born 
April  30,  1843,  and  died  June  8,  1896.  By  the 
second  marriage  there  were  five  children : Aman- 

da, who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Robert  E., 
who  died  in  infancy ; an  infant,  who  died  unnamed ; 
Amelia,  wife  of  Edward  Tique,  of  Masthope,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  stone  business,  and  by  whom  she 
has  one  daughter;  and  Cora  Elizabeth,  who  is  with 
her  father. 

Before  entering  the  German  army  Mr.  Sharff 
learned  the  trade  of  a weaver,  and  during  his  mili- 
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lary  service  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  when- 
ever given  a furlough.  lie  was  discharged  when 
his  term  expired,  and  then  enlisted  in  the  militia, 
in  which  lie  served  as  one  of  the  higher  officers. 
Jn  1852,  with  his  family,  lie  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
and  located  with  his  wife’s  parents  on  a farm  in 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  hut  becoming  dissatisfied 
with  that  life  he  went  to  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  Not 
finding  employment  at  his  trade,  and  having  a 
family  depending  upon  him  for  support,  he  ac- 
cepted a laborer’s  position  on  the  railroad,  and  at 
this  work  hi-  spent  several  years.  In  185 7 he  came 
to  Masthope,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  served  as 
switchman  and  baggagemaster  for  six.  years  and 
a half,  and  then  embarked  in  mercantile  business, 
which  he  still  continues  with  good  success,  having 
by  fair  and  honorable  dealing  built  up  an  excellent 
trade.  Besides  his  store  he  now  owns  five  dwell- 
ing houses  in  the  village. 

Politically  Mr.  Sharff  is  a pronounced  Demo- 
crat, and  for  five  years  he  served  as  postmaster  at 
Masthope  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
He  has  also  filled  the  office  of  school  director  for 
twelve  years,  and  supervisor  for  four  years.  So- 
cially he  has  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity 
for  the  past  thirty-five  years,  and  religiously  he 
is  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

GEORGE  DAUMANN,  Jr.,  treasurer  of  Pike 
county,  is  a man  whose  sound  practical  judgment 
is  valued  by  his  fellow  citizens,  by  whom  he  has 
frequently  been  chosen  to  offices  of  responsibility 
and  trust.  While  he  is  a stanch  -Democrat,  his  sup- 
porters are  to  be  found  in  all  parties,  showing  gen- 
eral appreciation  of  his  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of 
duty. 

Mr.  Daumann  comes  of  good  old  German 
stock,  and  his  paternal  grandparents,  John  H.  Dau- 
mann and  wife,  were  natives  and  life-long  residents 
of  Bavaria.  The  name  has  been  variously  spelled, 
and  some  members  of  the  family  who  settled  in 
New  York,  in  the  Bohner  line,  have  changed  it  to 
Bennett.  George  Daumann,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  Bavaria,  and  came  to  America  in  early 
manhood,  landing,  about  1844,  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes, 
his  business  keeping  ten  men  employed.  In  1855 
he  removed  to  Milford,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
continued  that  business,  employing  two  workmen, 
and  later  he  also  followed  farming.  Although  he 
began  his  business  career  without  capital,  he  ac- 
quired a handsome  competence  through  his  indus- 
try. Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  took 
an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  serving  for  a time  as 
tax  collector  and  school  director.  He  and  his  wife, 
Marie  Bohner,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  New 
York  City,  were  both  devout  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  died  June  29,  1891,  aged 
seventy-three  years,  and  his  wife  survived  him  a 
few  years,  passing  away  January  27,  1895,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Margaret,  Mrs.  George  Eschenfelder,  who  I 


died  at  the  age  of  forty-five;  Rosa,  who  married 
Edward  Stichler,  a carpenter  in  New  York,  and 
died  in  1879;  George,  our  subject;  Anna,  wife  of 
Seth  L.  Faunce,  a railway  conductor,  residing  in 
Marion,  Mass.;  John,  who  married  Sarah  Lauer, 
and  resides  at  the  old  homestead;  and  Mary  L., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

The  Bohner  family  originated  in  Bavaria,  and 
our  subject’s  mother  was  born  in  that  country  in 
1818.  Her  parents,  John  and  Margaret  Bohner, 
came  to  New  York  City  during  her  childhood,  and 
there  spent  their  remaining  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  24,  1852,  in 
New  York  City,  and  was  three  years  old  at  the  time 
of  the  removal  to  Milford,  where  he  began  his  edu- 
cation at  the  age  of  four  and  one-half  years.  When 
he  was  eleven  years  old  his  father  settled  upon  a 
farm  two  and  one-half  miles  from  Milford,  and 
from  that  time  his  attendance  at  school  was  some- 
what irregular,  as  from  the  age  of  thirteen  he  gave 
much  of  his  time  to  doing  odd  jobs  at  carpentering. 
As  the  business  was  congenial,  he  decided  to  secure 
a thorough  training  in  all  its  branches,  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  apprenticed  himself  to  Harry 
Williamson,  of  Milford,  with  whom  he  remained 
three  years.  At  twenty-one  he  became  a school 
teacher,  and  in  this  work  he  showed  decided  ability, 
teaching  successfully  for  two  years  at  Milford  and 
one  year  in  Dingman  township,  Pike  county.  He 
next  spent  eighteen  months  in  farming  at  the  home- 
stead on  shares,  but  finding  the  venture  unprofita- 
ble he  went  to  New  York  City  and  found  employ- 
ment at  his  trade.  After  seven  months  he  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  the  building  operations 
of  T.  G.  Smith,  a contractor  and  builder,  with 
whom  he  remained  two  years,  and  he  then  returned 
to  Milford  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business, 
conducting  same  successfully  for  seventeen  years. 
In  July,  1897,  he  disposed  of  his  store,  and  at  pres- 
ent he  devotes  his  attention  to  his  public  duties. 
While  in  business  he  served  as  mercantile  appraiser 
for  one  year,  and  commissioner’s  clerk  for  nine 
years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1891,  while  still  holding  the 
latter  office,  he  was  elected  county  treasurer.  He 
served  with  so  much  ability  and  fidelity  that  many 
regretted  the  law  which  prevents  a treasurer  from 
serving  more  than  three  consecutive  years,  and 
after  one  term  had  intervened  he  was  again  elected, 
in  the  fall  of  1896.  Socially  Mr.  Daumann  and 
family  are  prominent,  and  since  1873  he  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Vandermark 
Lodge  No.  828,  at  Milford,  in  which  he  served  as 
secretary  for  many  years.  At  present  he  is  deputy 
grand  master  of  the  district.  He  is  not  a member 
of  any  Church,  but  inclines  to  the  Presbyterian 
faith,  and  while  in  New  York  he  taught  a Sunday- 
school  class  for  some  time. 

On  May  29,  1876,  Mr.  Daumann  married,  for 
his  first  wife,  Miss  Sarah  E.  Ellenwein,  who  was 
born  in  Milford,  daughter  of  John  Ellenwein,  a na- 
tive of  \\  urtemberg,  Germany,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  early  manhood  and  settled  in  Pike  county. 
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Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Daumann  died  December  14,  1888. 
at  the  age  of  thirty-one,  and  on  December  3,  1889, 
our  subject  married  Miss  Agnes  Gumble,  a native 
of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  born  October 
23,  i860.  Her  father,  Herman  Gumble,  a tailor 
by  trade,  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany, 
and  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  in 
1858  settling  in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county, 
where  he  followed  farming.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Moravian  Church  in  New  York  City.  Plis 
death  occurred  December  13,  1897,  when  he  was 
aged  seventy-four,  and  his  second  wife,  Maria,  Mrs. 
Daumann’s  mother,  died  in  1866,  aged  thirty-five. 
By  his  first  wife,  also  named  Maria,  he  had  two 
children : Charles  C.,  a farmer  at  the  old  home- 

stead in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county ; and  Ger- 
trude, wife  of  Frederick  Krieger,  a farmer  in 
Greene  township,  Pike  county.  By  his  second  mar- 
riage he  had  four  children : Mary,  wife  of  William 

Gesner,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Agnes,  Mrs.  Daumann ; 
Alice,  wife  of  Frank  Sommers,  a stonemason  and 
merchant  at  Newfoundland,  Penn. ; and  Emma, 
who  married  Charles  Graser,  a farmer  in  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county. 

DAVID  ULMER  has  for  a number  of  years 
been  one  of  the  most  highly-esteemed  and  valued 
citizens  of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county. 
He  is  of  foreign  birth,  but  his  duties  of  citizenship 
are  performed  with  a loyalty  equal  to  that  of  any 
native  son  of  America,  and  during  the  dark  days  of 
the  Civil  war  he  went  to  the  defense  of  the  Union 
and  protected  the  cause  of  his  adopted  country  on 
many  a Southern  battlefield. 

Mr.  Ulmer  was  born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany, 
July  15,  1830,  and  in  1851  came  to  America  with 
his  parents,  Michael  and  Eva  (Iseman)  Ulmer, 
reaching  the  shores  of  the  New  World  after  a voy- 
age of  five  weeks,  and  locating  in  Carbondale, 
Penn.  The  father,  who  was  lame,  engaged  in 
farming'  in  his  native  country,  but  here  lived  re- 
tired. He  died  in  Carbondale,  in  1871,  aged 
eighty-two  years,  his  wife  two  years  later,  aged 
sixty-seven.  In  their  family  were  the  follow- 
ing children : ( 1 ) Christina  married  Christian 

Spaeth,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; they  were  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children,  but  three  of  whom  are 
yet  living — Julius,  Poliana  and  Elizabeth  (2) 
David  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (3)  John,  who 
was  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  is  now  a watch- 
man for  a foundry  in  Carbondale ; he  married  Ber- 
tha Miller  and  has  two  children — Anna  and  Milla. 
(4)  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Moorhs,  a 
shoe  merchant  of  Carbondale,  and  has  two  daugh- 
ters, Frances  and  Anna.  (5)  Frederick  was  also 
in  the  military  service  of  his  adopted  country,  and 
lost  a leg,  dying  from  the  effects  of  his  injuries 
soon  after  his  return  home.  (6)  Catherine  is  the 
wife  of  Anthony  Kenbeck,  a furniture  dealer  of 
Archbald,  Penn. ; their  children  are : Anthony, 

John,  Frederick,  Albert,  Catherine,  William  and 
Nicholas.  The  father  was  twice  married,  his  first 


union  being  with  a Miss  Ivensley,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children:  Jacob,  who  died  in  Carbondale; 

Gottlieb,  who  died  in  Germany ; and  five  who  died 
in  infancy. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  David  Ulmer  commenced 
to  serve  an  apprenticeship  to  the  baker’s  trade  in 
his  native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  started 
out  as  a journeyman,  traveling  over  the  country. 
During  the  year  he  attained  his  majority  he  emi- 
grated with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  and 
located  in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  in 
the  coal  mines  for  five  years,  and  in  the  foundry  of 
Venbergen  & Co.  for  eight  years.  In  1862  he  en- 
listed, for  three  months,  in  Company  C,  13th  P.  V. 
I.,  and  during  his  term  of  enlistment  was  in  active 
service,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
In  March,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  M,  4th 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Alford  Dart, 
was  made  corporal,  and  among  the  engagements 
in  which  he  participated  were  those  at  St.  Mary’s 
Church  and  Spottsylvania,  with  Sheridan  at  Win- 
chester, and  many  others.  At  Dinwiddie  Court 
House,  Va.,  March  30,  1865,  he  was  shot  through 
the  left  arm,  near  the  shoulder,  and  on  his  arrival 
at  Washington  the  arm  was  so  swollen  that  it  had 
to  be  amputated.  He  was  first  confined  in  the 
Mt.  Pleasant  Armory  Hospital,  and,  later,  in  the 
Harwood  Hospital,  being  in  these  from  March  30 
until  September  4,  1865,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Carbon- 
dale. On  January  1,  1866,  he  removed  to  Scran- 
ton, Penn.,  where  he  was  employed  as  watchman 
at  the  First  National  Bank  for  over  eight  years. 
On  account  of  his  wife’s  health  he  resigned  his 
position  and  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention. 

In  Carbondale  Mr.  Ulmer  was  married,  on 
January  26,  1856,  to  Miss  Mary  Fielding,  daugh- 
ter of  Christopher  Fielding,  and  to  them  was  born 
one  son,  George,  now  of  Miles  City,  Mont.,  who 
married  Flora  Brown  and  has  one  child,  George  F. 
Mrs.  Ulmer  died  July  25,  1889,  aged  fifty-five  years, 
and  was  buried  in  Canaan  township.  Our  subject 
was  again  married.  August  9,  1890,  at  Scranton, 
Penn.,  this  time  to  Mrs.  Jane  E.  (Cobb)  Bell,  a na- 
tive of  Greenfield,  Penn., where  her  parents,  Ziprion 
and  Sallie  (Yarns)  Cobb,  spent  their  entire  lives. 
Her  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died 
in  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  her  mother 
in  January,  1872,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.  Their 
children  were:  Mahala,  wife  of  Nelson  Speding, 

a farmer  of  Clifford,  Penn. ; Eunice,  deceased  wife 
of  Anson  A.  Tingley,  a miller  and  retired  farmer 
of  Uniondale,  Penn. ; Elizabeth,  who  married  W. 
W.  Wallace,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  James  Z., 
a farmer  of  Greenfield,  Penn. ; Jane  E.,  Mrs. 
Ulmer;  Tamer,  deceased  wife  of  Melvin  Pierce, 
a farmer  of  Greenfield;  Sallie  A.,  who  died  un- 
married; Nathan,  a resident  of  Waymart,  Wayne 
county;  Caroline,  deceased  wife  of  George  Snyder, 
who  is  living  retired  in  Carbondale;  and  Armanda 
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A.,  wife  of  Andrew  Miller,  a farmer  of  Clifford, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Ulmer  was  first  married  to  John  Bell,  Jr., 
who  died  in  Greenfield,  Penn.,  in  March,  1887,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  eleven  months  and 
ven  days.  By  this  union  she  had  the  following 
children:  Ziprion,  proprietor  of  the  “forest 

House,”  of  Carbondale,  married  Minnie  Coyle,  and 
after  her  death  married  Mary  Smiley;  Nelson  J., 
blacksmith  of  Carbondale,  married  Hattie  Reed ; 
William  P.,  a farmer  of  Greenfield,  married  Mat- 
tie  Cobb;  and  James  A.,  who  operates  the  old  Cobb 
homestead  at  Greenfield,  married  Sarah  Edwards. 

Mr.  Ulmer  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup- 
port of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  most  creditably  served  as  school 
director  in  South  Canaan  township  for  nine  years. 
Socially  he  affiliates  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  belonging  to  the  post  at  Carbondale,  and 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  made  many  warm 
friends  in  Wayne  county,  and  has  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  He  attends  the 
Protestant  M.  E.  Church,  and  Mrs.  Ulmer  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

OTTO  ZOELLNER,  the  well-known  propri- 
etor of  the  “Walker  Lake  House,”  in  Shohola  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Germany, 
July  15,  1862,  and  is  the  only  child  of  Emil  and  Dor- 
othy (Ulrich)  Zoellner,  who  were  natives  of  Saxony, 
Germany,  the  former  born  June  10,  1833,  the  latter 
April  10,  1839.  In  1881  they  emigrated  to  America 
and  located  in  New  York  City,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  that  of  a mason,  for  some  time, 
but  they  now  make  their  home  with  our  subject  in 
Shohola  township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a good  prac- 
tical education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his 
native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  his 
business  training  commenced,  as  an  employe  in  a 
picture-frame  factory.  During  his  spare  hours, 
however,  he  continued  to  devote  his  time  to  study. 
He  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  at  the 
age  of  nineteen,  and  in  New  York  City  secured  em- 
ployment as  a picture-frame  gilder,  a trade  at 
which  he  is  an  expert.  After  his  marriage  he  was 
with  a street-car  manufacturer  for  three  years,  and 
then  learned  the  trade  of  a clothing  cutter,  which 
he  followed  for  two  years.  Coming  to  Shohola 
township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1888,  he  purchased 
125  acres  of  land,  fifty  of  which  are  tillable,  and  he 
has  since  engaged  in  general  farming  and  in  keeping 
summer  boarders.  In  1895  his  home  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  but  it  was  soon  replaced  by  the“  Walker  Lake 
House,”  a summer  hotel  valued  at  $5,000,  and  large 
enough  to  accommodate  sixty  guests.  The  sur- 
roundings are  most  attractive,  and  city  boarders  keep 
the  house  well  filled  during  the  summer  months. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Zoellner  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  on  April  15,  1897,  he  was  appointed  the 
first  postmaster  at  Walker  Lake  postoffice,  a position 
lie  is  now  acceptably  filling.  Religiously  he  is  a 


member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  he 
is  both  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
Pike  county. 

Mr.  Zoellner  has  been  twice  married,  first  time 
in  New  York,  November  18,  1883,  to  Lottie  Ber- 
nius.  She  died  in  1892,  and  in  New  York,  De- 
cember 27,  1894,  he  wedded  his  present  wife,  Miss 
Rosa  Forst,  a daughter  of  A.  Forst,  a native  of 
Austria. 

J.  J.  HELLER,  an  enterprising  and  successful 
agriculturist  of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county, 
ranks  among  the  leading  citizens  of  that  locality. 
His  industry  and  thrift  have  brought  him  prosperity, 
his  fine  farm  near  Swiftwater  showing  careful  and 
judicious  management,  and  he  also  finds  time  for 
active  participation  in  local  affairs. 

Mr.  Heller  was  born  December  18,  1859,  in 
Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  and  is  of  good 
pioneer  stock.  James  Heller,  his  grandfather,  was 
for  some  years  a resident  of  Hamilton  township, 
Monroe  county,  but  moved  to  Paradise  township 
to  sp,end  his  last  days.  He  married  Rachel  Keller, 
and  had  several  children,  of  whom  our  subject’s 
father,  William  C.  Heller,  was  the  eldest. 

William  C.  Heller  was  born  August  17,  1836, 
in  Hamilton  township,  and  was  reared  by  his  grand- 
father Keller.  He  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Learn, 
and  settled  upon  a farm  in  Paradise  township,  but 
in  1866  he  purchased  the  old  Setzer  estate  in  the 
same  township.  He  cleared  and  improved  a large 
portion  of  the  place,  making  a fine  homestead,  and 
the  present  buildings  were  erected  by  him.  In  1883 
he  removed  to  Tobyhanna,  and  later  he  settled  at 
Mt.  Pocono,  where  he  purchased  property  and  is 
at  present  engaged  in  business  as  an  undertaker. 
He  has  always  taken  a prominent  part  in  local  af- 
fairs wherever  he  has  made  his  home,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  is  much  esteemed  for  his  excellent  quali- 
ties of  character.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  five 
children,  our  subject  being  the  eldest.  (2)  Mahlon, 
born  June  16,  1861,  married  Miss  Blanch  Jones, 
of  Monroe  county,  and  settled  in  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  business  for  a short 
time.  He  died  in  1888,  and  his  wife  survives  him; 
there  are  no  children.  (3)  Sarah  A.  died  in  child- 
hood. (4)  Emma  L.,  born  May  17,  1866,  is  the 
wife  of  William  J.  Hamblin,  a farmer  of  Pocono 
township,  and  has  a family  of  five  children,  Earl, 
Anieta,  Ralph,  Esther  and  Clinton.  (5)  Alta,  born 
August  15,  1874,  married  George  Dowling,  of  Mt. 
Pocono,  Coolbaugh  township,  who  served  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  war  with  Spain.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Madaline. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  on  the  present 
homestead  which  he  purchased  from  his  father  in 
1895.  He  received  a public-school  education,  and 
remained  at  home  until  his  marriage  in  1879  t°  Miss 
Mary  J.  Setzer,  daughter  o.f  David  and  Sarah  Setzer, 
of  Paradise  township.  She  was  born  in  that  town- 
ship in  1859,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Lackawanna  county.  After  his  marriage 
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Mr.  Heller  settled  at  Houser  Mills,  where  he  re- 
sided some  time,  but  in  1881  he  removed  to  Toby- 
hanna  and  purchased  a home.  He  followed  dray- 
ing  there  for  thirteen  years,  and  then  went  to  Wyom- 
ing county, where  he  purchased  property  and  engaged 
in  business  as  a baker.  In  1895  he  bought  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  51  acres,  where  he  has  made  general  im- 
provements, making  it  a first-class  farm.  Two  sons, 
both  born  in  Tobyhanna,  Coolbaugh  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  are  growing  to  manhood  under  his 
watchful  care:  William  D.,  born  October  13,  1881  ; 
and  Harry  O.,  born  August  25,  1883,  both  at  pres- 
ent attending"  the  local  schools. 

Politically  Mr.  Heller  is  a sound  Democrat, 
and  he  has  always  been  interested  in  the  local  work 
of  his  party.  At  present  he  is  serving  acceptably  as 
auditor  and  school  director.  In  religion  he  inclines 
to"  the  German  Reformed  Church,  in  which  he  was 
reared. 

JOSEPH  PIAYNES,  who  for  thirty-eight 
years  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne 
county,  is  a native  of  New  York,  born  near  Still- 
water, Ulster  county,  May  1,  1820.  His  parents, 
Judson  and  Elizabeth  (Craipo)  Haynes,  were  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  the  former  of  English 
descent,  the  latter  born  in  Stillwater,  of  French  an- 
cestry. They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
namely:  Derrick,  Grant,  Seneca,  Anderson,  Joseph, 
Ansel,  Charlotta,  Dorcas  and  Lucy  Ann.  The  par- 
ents spent  their  entire  lives  in  their  native  State, 
where  both  died  when  past  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
By  occupation  the  father  was  a farmer,  and  in  poli- 
tics he  was  a Democrat. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  Joseph  Haynes 
early  became  familiar  with  hard  work,  but  his  liter- 
ary training  was  rather  limited.  He  was  married 
at  Dry  Brook,  in  what  is  now  Livingston  township, 
Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Amelia  Kent,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  that  county,  a daughter  of  Na- 
thaniel and' Sarah  (Tyler)  Kent,  the  former  born  on 
the  ocean  while  his  parents  were  coming  to  America ; 
he  was  of  English  descent.  Mrs.  Haynes’  mother 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  her  maternal  grand- 
father, Timothy  Tyler,  was  a representative  of  an  old 
and  prominent  Connecticut  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kent  had  children  as  follows : Andrew,  Anna,  Mary, 
Charles,  Louisa  and  Lavisa  (twins),  Henry,  Amelia, 
Nathaniel  and  Sarah.  When  a lad  of  fifteen  years  Na- 
thaniel Kent  set  out  from  home  one  morning  with 
his  dog,  to  look  after  some  traps  he  had  set  on  the 
mountainside,  and  as  he  failed  to  return  the  parents, 
becoming  alarmed,  instituted  a search.  He  had  to 
cross  the  Beaverkill,  which  was  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain.  It  was  the  first  day  of  February,  there  had 
been  a rain, and  the  stream  was  swelling, and  although 
perhaps  hundreds  of  people  searched  the  woods  and 
streams,  there  was  no  trace  of  the  boy  until  July, 
when  his  body,  and  that  of  the  dog,  were  found  sev- 
eral miles  farther  up  the  stream,  where  he  had  evi- 
dently gone  in  the  hope  of  finding  a crossing. 


Throughout  his  active  business  life  the  father  en- 
gaged in  farming,  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
or  operated  a sawmill.  His  political  support  was 
given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
early  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Both  died  in  Ulster  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haynes  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  as  follows : Gritman  Russell,  the  eldest, 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen;  William  Sherwood 
is  a railroad  employe  living  in  Austin,  Potter  Co., 
Penn. ; George  Henry  is  a farmer  of  Larabee,  Mc- 
Kean Co.,  Penn. ; Art  emus  Ward  is  a resident  of 
Walton,  Grand  Traverse  Co.,  Mich.;  Malissa  is  the 
wife  of  Warner  Lord,  of  Manchester  township, 
Wayne  county;  Walter  Joseph  is  a farmer  of  Mc- 
Kean county,  Penn. ; Charles  D.  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below ; U.  S.  Grant  is  also  an  agriculturist  of 
McKean  county.  Of  this  family,  Charles  D.  Elaynes 
has  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the  old  homestead  in 
Manchester  township,  Wayne  county,  which  he  now 
successfully  operates.  In  April,  1893,  he  married 
Miss  Julia  Blaes,  a native  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y., 
who  was  reared  and  educated  111  Equinunk,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  Her  father,  Peter  Blaes,  was  born  in 
France,  served  for  seven  years  in  the  French  army, 
and  died  in  this  country  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years, 
Her  mother,  now  seventy-seven  years  of  age,  is  a 
resident  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne  county. 
Charles  D.  Elaynes  and  wife  have  two  children, 
Amelia  and  Madaline. 

After  his  marriage  Joseph  Haynes  located  in 
Middletown,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  contin- 
ued to  live  until  coming  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
in  1852.  On  Hankin’s  creek,  in  Manchester  town- 
ship, he  conducted  a sawmill  for  a time,  and  then 
removed  to  his  present  farm,  consisting  of  ninety- 
six  acres  of  valuable  and  well-improved  land,  which 
he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 
The  buildings  are  all  good  substantial  structures, 
and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  farm 
plainly  indicates  the  industrious  habits  and  progress- 
ive spirit  of  the  owner.  Although  past  the  allotted 
age  of  three  score  years  and  ten,  Mr.  Haynes  is  still 
diale  and  hearty;  he  is  nearly  six  feet  in  height,  and 
weighs  200  pounds.  He  and  his  family  are  all  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
while  politically  he  and  his  son  are  identified  with 
the  Republican  party.  Upright  and  honorable  citi- 
zens, they  command  the  respect  of  all  with  whom 
they  come  in  contact,  and  have  many  friends  in  the 
communities  where  they  reside. 

JOSEPH  D.  SCHMALE.  The  career  of  this 
enterprising  and  prominent  citizen  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty has  been  varied  and  interesting.  The  scfon  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  best  known  families  of  that  county, 
he  enlisted  in  his  youth  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try, and  after  a dashing  military  experience  of  less 
than  a vear  he  was  seriously  wounded  in  the  most 
memorable  and  decisive  battle  of  the  Rebellion. 
The  humbler  interests  of  the  country  next  received 
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liis  attention  for  a few  years,  requiring  as  they  did 
men  of  muscular  strength  and  activity,  llicn  turn- 
ing to  farming,  which  was  necessarily  the  permanent 
occupation  of  the  county,  Mr.  Schmalc  became  one 
of  the  conspicuous  agriculturists.  He  may  be  called 
a man  of  action,  one  who  delights  in  attainment, 
whether  by  himself  or  others,  one  of  those  whose 
lives  may  properly  be  considered  as  typical  of  a high 
standard.  1 lis  mental  growth  has  been  continuous, 
and  in  the  political  and  social  allairs  of  the  com- 
munity he  holds  high  rank. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  Joseph  Schmale,  who  when  a young  man  left 
Germany,  and  with  his  two  brothers  came  to  Amer- 
ica. Joseph  settled  in  Eldred  township  as  one  of  its 
earliest  pioneers.  Here  was  horn  William  Schmale, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  married  Bar- 
bara  Seilfece,  and  through  life  followed  farming 
in  Eldred  township.  His  son  David,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1818,  and  married  Barbara  Ser- 
fass,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Kunkle) 
Serfass,  prominent  farmers  of  Polk  township,  Mon- 
roe county.  David  Schmale,  who  was  also  a farmer, 
died  March  16,  1866,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years, 
eleven  months,  and  two  days.  His  wife  survived 
him  until  April,  1892,  passing  away  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years.  Both  are  buried  in  Kunkletown 
church  cemetery,  Eldred  township.  The  children 
born  to.  David  and  Barbara  Schmale  were  as  fol- 
lows : David,  a farmer  of  Polk  township ; Joseph  D., 
subject  of  this  sketch  ; Charles,  who  served  his  coun- 
try as  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  meat-market  business  at  Lehighton, 
Penn. ; William, who  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  now  resides  at  Kunkletown ; Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Peter  Trable,  of  Eldred  township;  Paul  D.,  a farmer 
of  Eldred  township ; Reuben,  of  Northampton 
county,  Penn. ; Adam,  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn. ; 
Henry,  deceased ; Nathan,  deceased ; and  Thomas, 
a salesman  in  a store  in  Clearfield  county. 

Joseph  D.  Schmale,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Eldred  township,  November  11,  1844.  He  was  a 
youth  of  seventeen  on  his  father’s  farm,  when  he 
enlisted  for  nine  months  in  Company  H,  153rd  Regi- 
ment P.  V.  I.,  Capt.  George  PI.  Young.  He  was 
mustered  in  at  Harrisburg,  September  24,  1862, 
and  during  his  comparatively  brief  service  endured 
all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  war.  The  two 
greatest  battles  in  which  he  engaged  were  Chancel- 
lorsville  and  Gettysburg.  His  term  of  service  had 
expired  on  the  eve  of  the  great  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
when  Hood  was  making  his  dash  into  Pennsylvania, 
and  when  all  the  available  military  resources  of  the 
North  were  rallied  to  repel  the  daring  invasion.  The 
153rd  P.  V.  I.  had  by  a forced  march  of  nineteen 
days  arrived  from  Stafford  Court  House,  Va.  On 
the  first  day  of  the  fierce  engagement,  July  1,  1863, 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  our  subject  was 
shot  through  the  hip  and  rib  joint.  For  a few  days 
he  remained  in  the  field  hospital,  and  from  July  6, 
to  the  24th  lay  in  the  Philadelphia  hospital.  He  was 
afterward  mustered  out  at  Easton,  Penn.  Return- 


ing home,  the  young  soldier  assisted  on  his  father’s 
farm  until  fall,  when  he  went  to  Allentown,  and  the 
following  winter  teamed  in  the  lumber  woods.  For 
a year  he  was  employed  in  a sawmill  at  Bethlehem, 
Penn.,  and  then  he  was  similarly  engaged  at  White- 
haven until  the  opening  of  1866. 

On  March  24,  1866,  Mr.  Schmale  was  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Serfass,  who  was  born  January 
22,  1841,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Aaron  and  Elizabeth  (Hawk) 
Serfass,  a prominent  agriculturist  family  of  Eldred 
township.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  Joseph  and 
Elizabeth  Schmale,  Ella  and  two  infants  are  de- 
ceased; Adam,  who  married  Frances  D.  Hawk,  is 
at  home,  and  Eva  is  the  wife  of  Allen  P.  Schafer, 
a farmer  of  Eldred  township. 

Since  his  marriage  our  subject  has  remained 
on  his  present  farm,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general 
farming.  He  has  served  his  township  as  school 
director  for  seven  years,  has  been  treasurer  for  two 
years,  and  supervisor,  also  two  years.  He  is  a prom- 
inent member  of  Scotis  Post  No.  562,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
since  the  age  of  seventeen  has  been  a member  of  the 
Trachsville  Reformed  Church,  of  which  for  the  past 
two  years  he  has  been  elder.  Mr.  Schmale  is  one  of 
the  best  informed  men  of  Polk,  and  is  especially 
well  versed  in  local  history,  a subject  in  which  he 
has  taken  a deep  interest.  He  is  broad  in  his  views, 
intelligent  and  progressive,  and  ranks  as  one  of  the 
best  leading  citizens. 

HORACE  O.  PECK.  In  this  well-known 
citizen  of  Brandt,  Susquehanna  county,  we  find  a 
typical  business  man,  shrewd,  yet  honorable  in  all 
his  dealings,  and  winning  popular  esteem  by  his 
sterling  qualities  of  character.  Since  locating  in 
Brandt,  more  than  a quarter  of  a century  ago,  Mr. 
Peck  has  been  connected  with  nearly  every  im- 
portant enterprise  begun  there,  and  his  sound  judg- 
ment is  appreciated  by  his  business  associates  in  ail 
lines. 

The  Peck  family  is  well  known  in  this  country, 
our  subject’s  ancestors  having  come  from  England 
at  an  early  period  to  settle  in  Connecticut.  Amos 
Peck,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  and  married  Sybil 
Parker,  also  a native  of  that  State.  They  made 
their  permanent  home  at  Jewett,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y., 
clearing  and  improving  wild  land.  This  worthy 
couple  had  a large  family  of  children  who  lived  to 
maturity.  (1)  Levi  married  and  settled  in  Jewett, 
where  he  died.  (2)  Orin,  deceased,  married  and 
settled  on  a farm  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.  (3) 
Munson,  born  in  Jewett,  married  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Massachusetts,  where  he  died,  leaving  a 
daughter,  Emily,  now  the  wife  of  Lieut.  Dicker- 
man,  residing  near  Rockford,  111.  (4)  Charles, 

our  subject’s  father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low. (5)  Mary  married  Nathaniel  Hull,  of  Con- 
necticut, later  of  Jewett,  N.Y., where  she  died,  leav- 
ing no  family.  (6)  Lydia  married  Alfred  Peck, 
of  Jewett,  where  they  resided  for  a time,  but  later 
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they  removed  to  Great  Barrington,  Mass.,  where 
he  followed  mercantile  pursuits  for  many  years. 
She  died  in  1896,  leaving  two  daughters,  Mary, 
wife  of  J.  H.  Tuller,  and  Bell,  wife  of  John  Boyd, 
of  Waterbury,  Connecticut. 

Charles  Peck,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
1811,  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  but  his  youth  was 
spent  mainly  in  New  York  State,  his  education  be- 
ing secured  in  the  schools  of  Jewett.  For  many 
years  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in  that  locality, 
his  death  occurring  in  1881.  Politically  he  was 
first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and  his  popu- 
larity among  his  fellow  townsmen  was  shown  by 
his  frequent  election  to  local  offices.  He  married 
Miss  Stata  Coe,  who  was  born  in  1810  at  Jewett, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  in  1874.  Both  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  their  family 
was  reared  in  that  faith.  Of  their  seven  children 
our  subject  was  the  youngest,  and  all  were  born 
and  reared  at  Jewett.  (1)  Oliver,  born  June  21, 
1836,  settled  upon  a farm  at  Jewett,  where  he  died 
in  1891.  He  married  Miss  Luann  Barclay,  of  Jew- 
ett, and  had  four  children — Lyman,  a resident  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.;  Charles,  now  a resident  of  Jew- 
ett, N.  Y. ; Louise,  wife  of  Edward  Haines,  of 
Hensonville,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y. ; and  Lottie,  wife  of 
a Mr.  Lane,  of  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.  (2)  Lyman, 
born  May  13,  1838,  enlisted  in  the  120th  New 
York  Regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  being  mus- 
tered into  the  service  in  August,  1862,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was  in  all 
the  battles  of  his  command;  at  Fredericksburg  he 
was  taken  sick,  and  his  death  occurred  in  a hospital 
at  Falmouth,  Va.,  January  14,  1863.  He  was  held 
in  high  esteem  among  a large  circle  of  friends.  He 
was  unmarried.  (3)  George  W.,  born  July  25, 
1840,  enlisted  in  November,  1861,  in  the  90th  New 
York  Regiment,  and  sailed  from  Governor’s  Island 
to  Key  West,  Fla.,  where  he  died  of  yellow  fever, 
his  early  death  cutting  short  a promising  career. 
He  was  not  married.  (4)  Kate,  born  February  12, 
1843,  married  Newell  Morse,  a farmer  in  Greene 
county,  who  died  leaving  three  children,  Archie, 
Bell  and  Edward,  all  at  home  with  their  mother. 
(5)  Maria,  born  December  1,  1845,  married  George 
Rice,  of  Jewett,  where  they  now  reside;  he  was  a 
member  of  the  120th  New  York  Regiment,  and 
served  during  the  Civil  war.  They  have  a family 
of  six  children,  William,  John,  Kitty,  Annie,  Bes- 
sie and  Arthur.  (6)  Brainard,  born  November 
4,  1848,  married  Miss  Sarah  Jones,  and  now  resides 
on  his  father’s  old  homestead  in  Jewett.  He  has 

five  children— Frank,  who  married  Nettie  , 

and  settled  at  Old  Forge,  in  the  Adirondack  Moun- 
tains ; and  Raymond,  Bertha,  Harry  and  Allen,  at 
home. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  23,  1852,  at  the  old 
homestead  at  Jewett,  and  when  a boy  he  attended 
the  academy  at  that  place.  He  also  took  a course 
in  the  academy  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  and  for  some 
time  was  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
district  schools  of  Greene  county.  There  he  be- 


came a clerk  in  the  store  of  George  Chase,  of  Jew- 
ett, remaining  two  years,  and  in  1872  he  removed 
to  Brandt,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  engaged 
as  clerk  for  a time  with  Henry  W.  Brandt.  In  1875 
he  was  appointed  station  agent  at  Brandts,  on  the 
Jefferson  Branch  railroad,  which  position  he  held 
fifteen  years,  and  during  that  time,  in  company 
with  W.  S.  Brandt  and  Andrew  Blank,  he  engaged 
in  the  quarrying  of  stone  and  the  manufacture  of 
brick,  which  he  has  since  continued.  In  1895  they 
formed  a stock  company,  of  which  Mr.  Peck  is 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  they  employ  about 
seventy-five  men.  They  have  erected  a large  plant, 
and  make  a specialty  of  manufacturing  a high  grade 
of  red  brick,  which  they  ship  all  over  the  country. 
Mr.  Peck  is  also  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
a popular  line  of  chairs,  and  is  a stockholder  in  the 
American  Chair  Manufacturing  Co.,  having  a 
plant  at  Brandt.  In  1893  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile trade  near  the  brick  works,  where  there  is 
now  a large  trade.  Politically  Mr.  Peck  has  al- 
ways been  identified  with  the  Republican  party ; he 
has  held  the  office  of  school  director  and  treasurer 
of  Harmony  township,  and  is  a justice  of  the  peace 
for  his  town  at  the  present  time.  He  was  a dele- 
gate to  the  State  convention  in  1899,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  county  central  committee.  He  and  his 
wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Brandt,  in  which  he  has  been  elder  for 
several  years. 

In  1875  Mr.  Peck  married  Miss  Emma  Davis, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Anne  Davis,  well-known 
residents  of  Flat  Bush,  N.  Y.  Her  ancestors  set- 
tled in  the  Hudson  Valley  at  an  early  day,  and 
in  the  maternal  line  she  is  of  Holland-Dutch  de- 
scent. She  was  educated  at  the  Kingston  Acad 
emy,  where  Mr.  Peck  met  her,  and  for  several  years 
previous  to  their  marriage  she  was  a teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  Ulster  county,  New  York.  Since 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  have  resided  in 
a pleasant  home  at  Brandt,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  six  children.  ( 1 ) May,  born  at 
Brandt  May  24,  1876,  is  a graduate  of  the  Keystone 
Academy  at  Factoryville,  and  is  now  engaged  as 
instructor  in  music  in  that  institution,  being 
especially  gifted  as  a musician.  (2)  Martha,  born 
February  17,  1879,  is  a graduate  of  the  Lanesboro 
and  West  Chester  Normal  schools,  and  is  a schol- 
arly young  lady.  (3)  Sybil,  born  February  23, 
1884,  is  now  a student  in  the  Lanesboro  schools. 
(4)  Clarence,  born  February  10,  1886,  is  a student 
in  the  home  schools.  (5)  Theodore,  born  Decem- 
ber 26,  1889,  and  (6)  Anna,  born  May  7,  1894,  are 
attending  the  local  schools. 

GEORGE  R.  BELL  is  a representative  and 
prominent  business  man  of  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  who  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building.  His  entire  life  has  been 
passed  in  Wayne  county,  and  he  belongs  to  one  of 
its  highly-respected  and  honored  families.  Flis 
grandfather,  Russell  Bell,  was  a native  of  Con- 
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ncc  tic  lit,  where  lie  grew  to  manhood  mid  married,  and 
there  engaged  in  farming  for  many  years,  but  finally 
came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  spent  his 
last  days. 

Horace  Bell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
horn  in  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  after  reaching  man  s 
estate  was  employed  in  a stone  quarry  there  for 
several  years.  After  coming  to  Pennsylvania  he 
wedded  Miss  Mary,  a daughter  of  Anson  Goodrich, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  live  children,  namely : 
F red,  a hardware  dealer  at  Carbondale,  Penn.;  Hat- 
tie, wife  of  Delavan  Woodward,  of  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county;  Addie,  wife  of  James  Swingle,  of 
Lake  township,  same  county;  George  R.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  and  Charles,  who  is  living  in 
the  West.  The  parents  came  to  Wayne  county  in 
1837,  and  the  father  purchased  land  in  Salem  town- 
ship, near  Arlington,  upon  which  they  lived  for  ten 
years.  O11  selling  that  property  he  bought  land  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  same  township,  the  farm 
on  which  our  subject  now  resides.  He  died  January 
11,  1886,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

In  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  George  R. 
Bell  was  horn  February  11,  1857,  and  his  early  edu- 
cation, obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  the  lo- 
cality, was  supplemented  by  a course  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Prompton.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years  he  commenced  farming  on  his  own  account, 
following  that  occupation  steadily  for  twelve  years, 
when  he  turned  his  attention  to  carpentering,  and 
for  the  past  five  years  he  has  been  a contractor  and 
builder,  taking  contracts  for  summer  cottages  at 
Lake  Ariel,  Wayne  county.  He  owns  a lot  at  that 
place,  on  which  he  has  erected  a cottage,  and  also 
has  a fine  farm  of  ninety-three  acres,  much  of  which 
is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

On  October  1,  1878,  in  Lake  township,  Wayne 
county,  Mr.  Bell  was  married,  by  Rev.  George  M. 
Peck,  to  Miss  Mary  Swingle,  who  was  born  March 
20,  1859,  a daughter  of  Enos  and  Elizabeth  (Fow- 
ler) Swingle.  She  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  three 
children,  the  others  being  Rosie,  now  the  wife  of 
Miles  Keesler,  of  Chapmantown ; and  Katie,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  have  three  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows  : 
Blanche,  September  13,  1882;  Homer,  January  11, 
1887;  and  Spencer,  May  26,  1895.  Politically,  Mr. 
Bell  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
he  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  a member  of  the 
election  board.  As  a business  man  he  is  progres- 
sive, upright  and  reliable,  and  enjoys  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact, 
either  in  business  or  social  life.  He  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church. 

CHARLES  M.  LOW,  who  for  over  twenty 
years  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  in- 
dustrial and  agricultural  interests  of  Greene  town- 
ship,_ Pike  county,  operating  what  was  known  as 
Low  s mills,  was  born  in  Gelatt,  Susquehanna  Co., 


Penn.,  November  9,  1831,  a son  of  John  and  Eliza 
(Barnes)  Low,  the  former  a native  of  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Connecticut. 

Early  in  the  nineteenth  century  the  father  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  where  he  carried  on  operations  as  a farmer 
and  lumberman  throughout  his  active  business  life, 
becoming  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. He  died  September  6,  1888,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years,  six  months  and  six  days,  his  wife 
in  March, 1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and 
the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  Gelatt  bury- 
ing ground,  Susquehanna  county.  Their  children 
were:  Charles  M.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Eli, 
who  married  Calfernia  Dix,  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Susquehanna ; and  Diantha,  wife  of  Danford 
Hines,  a farmer  of  Susquehanna  county.- 

Upon  the  home  farm  in  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Charles  M.  Low  grew  to  manhood, 
remaining- with  his  parents  until  he  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-seven.  From  the  age  of  sixteen  to  twenty 
years  he  attended  the  Harford  University  and  in 
1854  commenced  teaching  school  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  successfully  following  that 
profession  at  intervals  for  fifteen  years,  during  which 
time  he  had  charge  of  a school  at  Kellersville, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  for  ten  years.  Agricultural 
pursuits  also  claimed  a part  of  his  attention,  and  he 
began  farming  in  Hamilton,  Monroe  county,  in 
1858.  From  1862  until  1868  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  coarse  woolen  goods,  but  in  the 
spring  of  1877  he  came  to  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  and  located  upon  his  present  farm,  purchas- 
ing 600  acres  of  land,  most  of  which  was  still  in  its 
primitive  condition.  Upon  the  place  was  an  old 
water  mill,  and  during  the  fall  season  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  until  a few  years  ago, 
carrying  on  business  quite  extensively  along  that 
line.  He  has  now  disposed  of  all  his  land  with  the 
exception  of  127  acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good 
buildings,  and  now  gives  his  entire  time  and  atten- 
tion to  general  farming. 

In  Kellersville,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  May  5,  1857, 
Mr.  Low  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rachel 
S.  Keller,  who  was  born  in  that  place,  February  1, 
1830,  a daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Tracli)  Keller, 
prominent  citizens  of  Kellersville,  which  was  named 
in  honor  of  her  grandfather.  Her  grandparents 
were  John  G.  and  Rachel  (Diltz)  Keller,  the  former 
a native  of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and  the  latter 
of  New  Jersey.  The  grandfather  was  one  of  the 
wealthy  and  influential  men  of  his  community,  and 
the  family  was  one  of  prominence  in  business  and 
social  life.  Mrs.  Low’s  father,  who  was  a manu- 
facturer of  woolen  goods,  died  in  Kellersville,  in 
x854»  aged  fifty-nine  years,  and  her  mother  passed 
away  at  the  same  place  on  December  26,  1872,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Mt.  Zion  cemetery. 
In  their  family  were  ten  children,  namely:  John  G., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; David,  who  died 
in  1896  at  the  age  of  seventy-six;  Rudolph,  a re- 
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tired  farmer,  of  Iowa,  who  married  Eliza  Reece ; 
Mary  M.,  who  married  Peter  William,  and  both  are 
now  deceased ; Andrew,  who  married  Eliza  Wallace, 
and  is  a retired  pensioner  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; 
Jacob,  deceased;  Julian,  who  first  married  Joseph 
Dech,  and  after  his  death  wedded  Anthony  George ; 
Rachel  S.,  wife  of  our  subject ; Sarah  A.,  wife  of*Dr. 
Roger  J.  Levering,  a physician  of  Kellersville,  and 
another  son,  John,  who  died  April  6,  1832. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Low  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: (1)  John  W.,  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy.  (2) 
Edward  F.  married  Minnie  Kramer,  and  is  rep- 
resented elsewhere.  (3)  Alice  O.  is  the  wife  of 
Edward  Freeland,  a machinist  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
Penn.  (4)  Frederick  C.  is  a successful  young  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  of  Philadelphia,  with  office  at 
No.  1336  Locust  street.  His  early  education,  ac- 
quired in  the  common  schools,  was  supplemented  by 
a course  at  the  Keystone  State  Normal  School, 
which  he  entered  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  in 
1889  he  matriculated  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, from  which  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  in  1894.  Being  thus  well  fitted  for  his  chosen 
profession  he  returned  home,  and  after  spending 
a few  months  with  his  parents  he  opened  an  office  in 
Philadelphia.  However,  he  engaged  in  practice 
at  High  Bridge,  N.  J.,  from  September,  1896,  until 
September,  1897,  since  when  he  has  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  has  already  met  with  fair  success. 
He  is  a progressive  member  of  his  profession,  keep- 
ing fully  abreast  with  the  latest  discoveries  and  the- 
ories by  his  perusal  of  medical  journals. 

Although  an  ardent  Republican  in’  politics,  Mr. 
Low  has  never  cared  for  the  honors  or  emoluments 
of  public  office.  For  the  past  twenty-five  years  he 
has  been  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  is  liberal  with  his  means  almost 
to  a fault,  and  his  life  has  ever  been  such  as  to  com- 
mand for  him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire 
community  in  which  he  has  cast  his  lot. 

JACOB  T.  GREENAMOYER,  a prominent 
and  influential  farmer  citizen  living  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Brodheadsville,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Monroe  county,  having  been  born  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  August  29,  1837. 

Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Arnold)  Greenamoyer, 
his  parents,  were  natives  of  Berks  and  Monroe 
counties,  respectively,  but  when  only  three  years 
old  the  former  came  to  Monroe  county  with  his 
parents,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Weiss)  Green- 
amoyer, who  spent  their  last  years  as  farming  peo- 
ple in  Chestnut  Hill  township.  The  family  is  of 
Holland  descent,  and  the  name  was  originally 
spelled  Greenemyer.  The  father  of  our  subject 
also  adopted  farming  as  a life  work,  and  success- 
fully followed  his  chosen  occupation  in  Chestnut 
Hill  township.  He  died  in  1889,  aged  eighty-two 
years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1895,  aged 
eightv-five,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in 
Brodheadsville  cemetery.  They  held  membership 
in  the  Reformed  Church,  and  were  highly  respected 


by  all  who  knew  them : In  their  family  were  three 

children : Margaret,  wife  of  Harrison  Snyder, 

a carpenter  of  Tiffin,  Ohio;  Daniel,  who  is  living 
with  our  subject;  and  Jacob  J.,  of  this  review. 

Until  seventeen  years  of  age  Jacob  J.  Green- 
amoyer assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  and 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  local  schools.  He  then 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  in  connection  with  lumbering 
until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Compauy  F,  176th 
P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Joseph  Nicholas.  During 
his  service  he  was  mostly  engaged  in  guard  duty 
and  in  building  forts,  etc.,  in  South  Carolina.' 
Fortunately  he  was  never  wounded,  and  at  Phila- 
delphia he  was  honorably  discharged  in  August, 
1863.  On  his  return  home  he  devoted  his  ener- 
gies to  agricultural  pursuits  for  some  years,  but 
has  now  laid  aside  business  cares,  and  is  en- 
joying a well-earned  rest,  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  which  make  life  worth  the  living. 

At  Brodheadsville,  Mr.  Greenamoyer  was 
married,  April  22,  1861,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Kunkle, 
who  was  born  February  18,  1840411  Polk  township, 
Monroe  county,  where  her  parents,  Peter  and  Su- 
sannah (Ivresge)  Kunkle,  spent  their  entire  lives, 
the  former  dying  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three 
years,  the  latter  in  1848,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three. 
Both  were  laid  to  rest  near  Pleasant  Valley  Church. 
In  religious  faith  they  were  Lutherans,  and  in  his 
political  views  the  father  was  a Democrat,  while  by 
occupation  he  was  a farmer.  In  their  family  were 
the  following  children : Harrison,  a merchant  of 

Carbon,  Penn. ; Nathan,  a mechanic  of  Kingston, 
Penn. ; Henry,  who  conducts  a sawmill  at  Harver's 
Lake,  Penn. ; Frederick,  who  is  clerking  in  Allen- 
town, Penn. ; Hannah,  wife  of  William  Smail ; 
Sena,  wife  of  Joseph  Smail,  of  Kresgeville,  Mon- 
roe county ; Sarah,  wife  of  Paul  Serfass,  of  Beth- 
lehem, Penn. ; Lucinda,  wife  of  J.  M.  Kresge,  of 
Bethlehem;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  our  subject. 
Her  paternal  grandparents,  George  and  Catherine 
(Dotter)  Kunkle,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Mon- 
roe county,  as  did  also  her  maternal  grandparents, 
William  and  Hannah  (Serfass)  Kresge.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Greenamoyer  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren : Alice  M.,  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  Lanfer, 

a farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill  township ; Ambrose,  now 
conducting  the  old  homestead,  who  married  Edna 
Shaffer ; William  H.  and  James  H.,  who  both  died 
young;  Lizzie  and  Sarah  (twins),  the  former  now 
deceased ; the  latter  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  E. 
Dorsheimer,  who  is  engaged  in  clerking  in  Sav- 
lorsburg,  Manroe  county.  Mr.  Greenamoyer  still 
occupies  the  old  farm  one  mile  from  Brodheads- 
ville, which  comprises  eighty  odd  acres  of  valuable 
land,  upon  which  his  father  settled  when  in  its 
primitive  condition.  At  present  he  is  looking  after 
the  stock  in  a store  at  Brodheadsville,  having  been 
appointed  to  the  position  by  a committee  of  cred- 
itors who  were  obliged  to  take  the  business. 

Sociallv  Mr.  Greenamoyer  affiliates  with  the 
Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America,  and  Theodore 
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Fenner  Post  No.  562,  G.  A.  R.,  and  religiously  he 
is  connected  with  the  Reformed  Church,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  deacon  for  four  years.  He  casts 
his  ballot  in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  has  most  capably  served 
in  a number  of  local  positions  of  honor  and  trust, 
such  as  jury  commissioner,  school  director,  poor- 
master  and  judge  of  election.  Twice  he  has  been 
the  candidate  of  his  party  for  county  treasurer.  He 
has  ever  been  found  true  and  faithful  to  every  trust 
reposed  in  him,  whether  public  or  private,  and  is 
well  worthy  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 

EDWIN  G.  SHAFFER,  who  was  for  several 
years  a most  able  and  popular  educator,  is  now 
devoting  his  energies  to  general  farming  at  Brod- 
headsville,  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  in  this  undertaking  is  also  meeting  with 
marked  success.  He  was  born  in  East  Genoa, 
Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  February  6,  1856,  but  is  a 
representative  of  old  and  honored  Monroe  county 
families,  being  a grandson  of  Peter  and  Lydia 
(Featherman)  Shaffer,  and  also  of  George  L.  and 
Maria  (Breece)  Van  Buskirk. 

His  maternal  grandfather’s  ancestor  was  a na- 
tive of  Holland,  and  a physician  by  profession.  Plis 
parents,  George  and  Mary  (Van  Buskirk)  Shaffer, 
were  both  natives  of  Monroe  county,  but  during  his 
infancy  the  father  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  New 
York  State,  and  is  now  living  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Hattie  Anderson,  in  Brooklyn,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  At  one  time  he  returned  to 
Monroe  county,  where  he  taught  school  for  a time 
when  a young  man,  and  here  married,  but  later  re- 
turned to  New  York.  His  principal  business 
throughout  life  has  been  farming,  and  for  a time 
he  was  interested  in  the  operation  of  iron  mines 
in  New  Jersey,  but  in  1888  he  retired  from  active 
business,  and  has  since  lived  retired.  His  wife 
died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  July  13,  1897,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years.  To  them  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Clarence  and  Lillie,  both  deceased; 
Edwin  G.,  our  subject;  and  Hattie,  wife  of  Mathew 
Anderson,  of  Brooklyn. 

On  the  home  farm  Edwin  G.  Shaffer  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  much  the  usual  manner  of 
farmers’  sons.  He  attended  the  country  schools 
at  East  Genoa,  X.  Y. ; then  spent  two  years  in  grad- 
ed school  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  and  finished  his' edu- 
cation at  the  “Centenary  Collegiate  Institute,”  of 
Hackettstown,  N.  J.  After  attaining  his  majority 
he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  six- 
teen years  or  more.  He  has  made  his  home  in 
Monroe  county  continuously  since  1878,  but  taught 
one  term  of  school  in  New  Jersey  in  1879-80.  He 
was  married  at  Brodheadsville,' July  1,  1879,  to 
Miss  Julia  Lanfer,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children:  Clara,  George  E.  (a  school  teacher 
at  sixteen  years  of  age),  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Shaffer  was 
born  in  that  place, May  25,  1858,  a daughter  of  Peter 
and  Mary  (Huffsmith)  Lanfer,  the  former  a native  of 
Northampton  county,  Penn. ; the  latter  of  Brod- 


headsville. The  father  owned  a farm,  to  the  culti- 
vation of  which  he  gave  some  attention,  but  his  time 
was  mostly  occupied  by  work  at  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  He  died  in  June,  1898,  aged  seventy-seven 
years,  the  mother  in  1885,  aged  sixty-one,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Brodheadsville  cemetery. 
Thev  were  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Their 
children  were : Sarah,  wife  of  Reuben  Bitting,  of 
South  Bethlehem,  Penn. ; Edward,  also  a resident 
of  South  Bethlehem,  who  married  (first)  Cather- 
ine Kresge,  and  (second)  Bell  Boyer;  Lena,  de- 
ceased wife  of  William  Beil ; Maria,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  six  years ; Milton,  of  South  Bethlehem, 
who  was  elected  sheriff  of  Northampton  county, 
in  1898;  and  Julia,  wife  of  our  subject. 

As  an  agriculturist  Mr.  Shaffer  has  met  with 
a well-merited  success,  and  as  a citizen  he  stands 
deservedly  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow- 
men.  Recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  they  elect- 
ed him  county  auditor  in  1891,  re-elected  him  in 
1893,  and  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  did  he 
fill  that  office  for  two  terms.  Previously  he  had 
served  as  township  auditor.  He  is  a pronounced 
Democrat  in  politics,  believing  in  a “tariff  for  rev- 
enue, only  for  the  affairs  of  government  econom- 
ically administered,”  and  does  not  believe  in 
“office  for  revenue  only.”  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

JACOB  B.  WESTBROOK,  proprietor  of  a 
thriving  general  merchandise  business  at  Ding- 
man’s  Ferry,,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  figures 
in  the  business  and  political  life  of  Pike  county,  and 
he  is  a representative  descendant  of  a family  which 
has  been  identified  with  the  history  of  this  section 
for  many  years.  He  is  a grandson  of  Col.  John 
and  Sarah  (Brodhead)  Westbrook,  the  former  of 
whom  represented  this  District,  the  Eighth,  in  Con- 
gress, he  being  its  first  member,  and,  on  the  ma- 
ternal side,  of  Isaac  P.  and  Jane  (Frazier)  Van 
Gorden,  who  were  also  prominent  people  of  their 
day;  Mrs.  Van  Gorden’s  father  was  born  in  Scot- 
land. 

Jacob  B.  Westbrook,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  November  28,  1815,  in  Delaware  township, 
Pike  county,  and  passed  his  entire  life  there,  dying 
in  January,  1853,  at  a comparatively  early  age.  He 
was  buried  in  Delaware  cemetery.  He  was  a well- 
known  citizen  in  the  township,  serving  for  ten  years 
as  a justice  of  the  peace.  On  October  24,  1838,  he 
married  Hannah  Jane  Van  Gorden,  who  was  born 
November  20,  1819,  in  Lehman  township,  and  to 
their  union  came  four  children,  namely:  Sarah  J., 

born  February  20,  1840,  who  resides  in  Lehman 
township,  the  widow  of  Obediah  Hornbeck ; Susan, 
born  July  10,  1842,  wife  of  Hon.  Everett  Hornbeck, 
who  served  three  terms  as  associate  judge  of  Pike 
county,  and  is  now  employed  in  the  mint  at  Phila- 
delphia; Isaac  V.,  born  February  12,  1847,  a farmer 
of  Lehman  township,  who  married  Marcena  Horn- 
beck; and  Jacob  B.,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
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lines.  In  religious  connection  the  parents  were 
both  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  West- 
brook was  a Democrat  in  politics.  Sixteen  years 
after  his  death  Mrs.  Westbrook  wedded  Jacob 
Hornbeck,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and 
she  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  passing  away 
December  13,  1896,  at  the  home  of  her  son  Jacob  in 
Dingman’s  Ferry.  She,  too,  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Delaware  cemetery.  There  were  no  children  by 
the  second  union. 

Jacob  B.  Westbrook  was  born  April  9,  1853, 
in  Delaware  township,  where  he  received  his  edu- 
cation and  early  training,  attending  the  common 
schools.  He  was  also  a student  for  thirteen  weeks 
at  the  Eastman  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life  on  the  home 
place,  remaining  at  home  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  Freemansburg,  Penn.,  to  take  a 
position  as  telegraph  operator  with  the  New  Jersey 
Central  Railway  Co.  Three  months  later  he  ac- 
cepted a similar  position  at  Irwin’s  Station,  on  the 
Pennsylvania  road,  and  there  he  continued  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  worked  as  extra  for  the  Bal- 
timore & Ohio  Railway  Co.,  on  the  Pittsburg  di- 
vision, remaining  in  this  employ  for  nine  months. 
He  has  since  been  in  commercial  life,  his  first  enter- 
prise in  this  line  being  in  partnership  with  A.  S. 
Dingman,  with  whom  he  engaged  in  business  in 
April,  1876,  conducting  a mercantile  establishment 
in  Dingman’s  Ferry  for  a year  and  a half,  when  the 
firm  dissolved,  and  up  to  the  present  writing  Mr. 
Westbrook  has  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account.  In  1894  he  removed  to  the  place  he  now 
occupies,  and  here  he  has  built  up  an  extensive 
trade,  his  customers  coming  from  all  parts  of  the 
surrounding  country.  His  prosperity  is  due  no  less 
to  his  personal  popularity  than  to  his  business 
ability,  for  he  has  a reputation  second  to  none  in 
the  county  for  strict  honesty  and  fairness  in  all  his 
dealings,  and  he  has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him  in  any  of 
the  relations  of  life. 

As  above  remarked,  Mr.  Westbrook  has  taken 
a prominent  part  in  the  civic  life  of  his  community 
from  early  manhood,  and  his  fellow  citizens  have 
given  convincing  proof  of  their  confidence  in  his 
ability  and  fitness  for  public  trust  by  selectinghim  for 
various  offices  of  importance  and  responsibility.  That 
he  has  never  fallen  below  their  estimate  of  him  may 
be  judged  by  his  repeated  elections : He  has  served 

as  county  chairman  for  the  past  five  years;  in  1887 
he  was  elected  county  treasurer  for  a term  of  three 
years,  and  in  1894  was  again  the  choice  of  the  peo- 
ple for  this  office ; he  has  served  many  years  as 
school  director,  and  for  the  last  five  years  acting  as 
secretary  of  the  school  board ; and  he  has  filled 
numerous  township  offices,  in  every  incumbency 
discharging  his  duties  with  a systematic  faithful- 
ness and  regard  for  the  wishes  of  his  constituents 
that  could  not  fail  to  give  satisfaction  and  win 
universal  commendation.  His  political  sympathies 
are  with  the  Democatic  partv.  Fraternally  he  be- 
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longs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being  a member  of  the  lodge 
at  Milford,  and  to  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Lodge  No.  344, 
Milford. 

On  October  23,  1878,  at  Egypt  Mills,  Pike 
county,  Mr.  Westbrook  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  Cole,  who  was  born  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  daughter  of  James  H.  and  Elizabeth 
(Stearns)  Cole,  and  five  children  blessed  this  union, 
namely : Ella,  who  lives  at  home,  and  is  a member 

of  the  class  of  1900,  East  Stroudsburg  Nor- 
mal ; Philip,  living  at  home ; Howard,  twin  of 
Philip,  who  died  young;  and  Fred  and  James, 
twins,  both  of  whom  died  young. 

JAMES  H.  COLE,  who  since  1881  has  been 
the  proprietor  of  “Cole’s  Cottage,”  at  Bushkill,  Pike 
county,  is  a native  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  was 
born  July  15,  1822,  a son  of  Steven  and  Catherine 
(Davenport)  Cole,  who  passed  all  their  lives  in 
that  State.  His  grandfather,  Wilhelmis  Cole,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  and  moved  thence  to  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  engaged  in  farming. 

Stephen  Cole  was  a millwright  by  occupation. 
He  died  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years, 
his  wife  in  1834,  at  the  age  of  forty,  and  they  lie 
buried  in  the  McClove  cemetery.  They  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  named  children : Heman, 

deceased;  James  H. ; Senath,  who  is  the  widow  of 
Daniel  Havens,  and  lives  in  New  York;  Richard, 
who  is  a mechanic  in  the  employ  of  the  Northern 
Central  Railway  Co.,  at  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; John,  a 
farmer  in  California;  Israel,  deceased;  and  Mar- 
garet, who  married  Thomas  Dairs,  of  Pike  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

James  H.  Cole  grew  to  manhood  in  the  place 
of  his  birth,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  acquiring  under 
his  father’s  tuition  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 
millwright’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  fif- 
teen years.  He  then  commenced  milling  at  Coles- 
ville,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  thence  re- 
moving to  Bolton  Basin,  N.  Y.,  where  he  operated 
a mill  for  eleven  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period 
coming  to  Dingman’s  Ferry,  Pike  county.  Here 
he  engaged  in  milling  for  two  years,  until  his  re- 
moval, in  1881,  to  his  present  residence,  which  he 
purchased  from  a New  York  man.  “Cole’s  Cot- 
tage” is  a commodious  summer  boarding-house, 
and  Mr.  Cole  has  kept  the  place  in  good  order  since 
his  occupancy,  by  careful  management  and  atten- 
tion to  the  wants  of  his  guests  deriving  a good  in- 
come from  this  property. 

I11  1857  Mr.  Cole  was  married,  at  Deer  Park,. 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Stearns,  who 
like  himself  was  a native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the 
daughter  of  Aldert  and  Elizabeth  (Quick)  Stearns. 
Of  their  children,  Henrietta  resides  with  her  father; 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  B.  Westbrook,  of  Del- 
aware township ; Daniel,  who  is  unmarried,  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; Steven  is 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Bangor,  Penn,  (he  mar- 
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ried  Mary  Cortright)  ; Margaret  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Quick,  a farmer  of  Lehman  township,  Pike 
county;  Elizabeth  is  married  to  Earl  l’lace,  a miller 
of  Bushkill ; Lila  lives  with  her  father.  'Ihe  mother 
passed  away  at  the  home  in  Bushkill  in  1885.  Mr. 
Cole  is  a Republican  in  politics. 

ALBERT  C.  SOMMERS.  Among  the 
younger  farmers  and  business  men  of  Barrett  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  who  are  in  the  present  gen- 
eration doing  the  same  active  work,  accomplished 
a generation  ago  by  their  fathers,  along  the  line  of 
land  improvement  and  cultivation,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  prominent.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  industry,  and  he  honored  and  took  pleas- 
ure in  the  schooling. 

John  Sommers,  his  father,  and  Christopher 
Sommers,  his  grandfather,  were  born  in  Germany. 
The  liberty-loving  grandfather  sought  a home  in 
America  early  in  the  present  generation.  He  was 
a rope  maker  by  occupation,  and  for  some  time  fol- 
lowed his  trade  in  New  York.  Later,  in  1842,  he 
moved  with  his  growing  family  to  the  wilds  of 
Monroe  county,  and  there  carved  out  for  himself  a 
home,  which  is  now  held  and  tilled  by  his  grand- 
son, the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Christopher  Som- 
mers and  the  Bender  family  purchased  in  common 
a tract  of  four  hundred  acres,  which  they  subse- 
quently divided,  Mr.  Sommers  acquiring  title  to 
100  acres,  which  with  the  aid  of  his  son  John  he 
cleared  up.  Upon  the  property  Christopher  Som- 
mers and  his  wife  died  leaving  a family  of  four 
sons  and  one  daughter  as  follows : ( 1 ) Rachel,  mar- 
ried to  Jacob  Mick,  who  died  leaving  a family  of 
children ; Mrs.  Mick  afterward  married  David 
Bender.  (2)  Andrew,  who  resided  in  Barrett  town- 
ship, and  was  killed  while  working  on  the  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  & Western  railroad;  he  left  a 
widow  and  a large  family.  (3)  Henry  married  and 
settled  at  Nyack,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  trade  until  his  death ; he  left  a widow  and 
a large  family.  (4)  John,  father  of  our  subject 

(5)  Joseph,  born  in  New  York,  is  now  a farmer 
near  Dalton,  Pennsylvania. 

John  Sommers,  the  father  of  our  subject,  pur- 
chased the  old  homestead  in  1861,  and  took  charge 
of  his  parents  in  their  old  age.  He  married  Miss 
Caroline  Grimm,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren. John  Sommers  erected  new  buildings  upon 
the  old  homestead  and  cleared  up  many  of  its  wild 
acres.  He  remained  here  until  1894,  when  he  sold 
the  farm  to  his  son,  Albert  C.,  and  purchased  a home 
near  Mountain  Home,  where  he  now  resides.  The 
children  of  John  and  Caroline  Sommers  were  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Joseph,  born  in  1862,  married  Ella  Bird, 
of  Wayne  county,  and  is  now  a blacksmith  at  Scran- 
ton. He  has  a family  of  seven  children,  Burton, 
John,  Elsie,  Leroy,  Alfred,  Ruth  and  Romaine. 

(2)  Albert  C.,  our  subject,  is  the  second  child. 

(3)  William,  born  in  August,  1867,  is  a farmer  of 
Barrett  township.  He  married  Julia  Smith  and  has 
two  children,  Walter  and  Edna.  (4)  Lizzie,  born  in 


1869,  married  Henry  Bender,  a farmer  of  Barrett 
township,  and  has  three  children,  John,  Arthur  and 
Elmer.  (5j  Ida  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months. 

(6)  Christian  J.,  born  in  1875,  enlisted  in  1894  in 
the  regular  army  in  Battery  J,  3rd  Artillery;  he 
served  at  Key  West,  in  California,  and  at  various 
other  points,  serving  three  years,  and  was  honora- 
bly discharged  at  San  Francisco.  When  the  war 
with  Spain  opened  he  re-enlisted,  and  was  a mem- 
ber of  Battery  L,  7th  Artillery,  stationed  at  Willets 
Point,  N.  Y.  For  two  years  he  was  a military 
student  at  Key  West,  and  did  signal  service  duty. 

(7)  Clara,  born  in  1879,  is  a bright  young  lady  at 
home.  (8)  Emma,  the  youngest,  was  born  in  1884, 
and  is  a student  at  the  Mountain  Home  schools. 

Albert  C.  Sommers,  our  subject,  was  born  at 
his  present  home  in  October,  1864.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  and  also  attended  the 
Fairview  Academy  at  Brodheadsville,  Penn.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to 
Eugene  Carmer,  of  Stroudsburg,  to  learn  the  cab- 
inet maker’s  trade,  and  for  three  years  followed 
the  trade.  In  1886  he  commenced  teaching  school 
in  his  own  district,  and  followed  this  vocation  for 
some  years  in  Barrett  and  Price  townships.  While 
so  engaged  he  met  his  future  wife,  Miss  Mary  A. 
Lessoine,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Margaret  Les- 
soine,  member  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  of 
Price  township. 

Becoming  interested  in  lumbering  in  Potter 
county,  Mr.  Sommers  engaged  in  that  business  for 
some  years.  In  1892  he  married  Miss  Lessoine, 
and  began  housekeeping  with  his  young  wife  in 
Potter  county,  where  he  was  employed  by  the  Lack- 
awanna Lumber  Co.  In  1894  he  returned  to  Mon- 
roe county,  and  purchased  the  old  homestead  of  his 
father  in  Barrett  township.  Since  that  time  Mr. 
Sommers  has  been  actively  engaged  in  farming  and 
lumbering  in  that  vicinity.  He  has  made  extend- 
ed and  general  improvements  to  the  farm,  and  has 
planted  orchards  of  small  fruits.  Three  children 
have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sommers : 
Chester  L.,  born  at  Coudersport,  Potter  county,  in 
1893;  Velma,  born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Bar- 
rett township,  in  December,  1895 ; and  Iva,  born 
in  June,  1899. 

In  politics  Mr.  Sommers  is  a Republican.  He 
has  served  as  clerk  of  the  election  board,  was  the 
census  enumerator  in  1890,  and  is  devoted  to  the 
principles  of  his  party.  In  religious  faith  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Moravian  Church 
of  Canadensis,  and  at  present  he  is  superintendent  of 
the  Moravian  Sunday-school.  He  is  a good  citi- 
zen, is  most  highly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors,  and 
besides  the  good  business  principles  and  judgment 
which  he  possesses  he  has  that  kind  and  hospitable 
disposition  which  makes  him  a close  friend  and  an 
endeared  companion. 

JOSEPH  SHOEMAKER,  a representative 
citizen  of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  is 
! now  quite  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming 
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and  the  manufacture  of  lime.  His  success  in  life  is 
due  to  no  inherited  fortune,  or  to  any  happy  succes- 
sion of  advantageous  circumstances,  but  to  his  own 
sturdy  will,  steady  application,  tireless  industry  and 
sterling  integrity. 

Born  in  Hamilton  township,  April  i,  1842,  Mr. 
Shoemaker  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Newhart) 
Shoemaker,  the  former  a native  of  Columbia  county, 
Penn.,  the  latter  of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county.  The  father,  who  followed  the  occupations 
of  a farmer  and  wheelwright,  and  served  as  school 
director  in  his  district,  died  in  Hamilton  township, 
July  6,  1863,  aged  sixty-six  years,  and  was  buried  at 
Custard  church ; the  mother  died  in  Ross  township, 
Monroe  county,  in  1889,  aged  seventy-four  years, 
and  was  buried  at  Mt.  Zion  church.  Of  their  chil- 
dren, Andrew,  who  married  Catherine  Carter,  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  during  the  Civil 
war;  Sophia  (deceased),  was  the  wife  of  Nathaniel 
Storm  ; Henry  married  Margaret  France,  and  is  now 
living  -retired  in  Stroudsburg ; Lydia  married  Capt. 
Samuel  Berry,  of  Company  D,  67th  P.  V.  I.,  and 
later  wedded  Samuel  Lessig;  Joseph  comes  next  in 
the  family ; and  Sarah  was  drowned  near  her  home. 
Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Andrew  Shoe- 
maker, was  a native  of  Columbia  county,  and  an 
early  settler  of  Monroe  county.  His  children  were: 
Jacob;  Kate,  wife  of  Peter  Houser;  Charles;  Han- 
nah, wife  of  Charles  M'iexell ; and  Peter.  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  Henry  and  Catherine  Newhart, 
were  born  in  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  and  came 
to  Monroe  county  about  1823.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren: Jonas;  Sarah,  mother  of  our  subject;  Han- 

nah, wife  of  Jacob  Storm ; Caroline,  wife  of  Jacob 
Hall ; and  Henry. 

The  subject  of  this  review  spent  his  boyhood 
on  the  home  farm,  and  was  but  seventeen  years  of 
age  when  he  offered  his  services  to  the  government 
during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  Company  D,  67th 
P.  V.  I.,  under  command  first  of  Capt.  George  K. 
Slutter,  and  later  of  Capt.  Samuel  Berry.  On  going 
to  the  front  he  participated  in  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  the  engagements  at  Locust  Grove,  Mine 
Run,  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court  House, 
and  Petersburg,  the  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  the  two- weeks’  march,  and  later  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Fisher’s  Hill,  the  second  battle  of  Winchester, 
Stanton  and  Cedar  Creek.  At  Winchester  he  was 
taken  prisoner  June  15,  1863,  was  first  confined  in 
Libby  prison  and  later  at  Belle  Isle,  and  when  par- 
oled was  sent  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he  remained 
two  months  to  recuperate.  At  one  time  he  was  in- 
jured by  a wagon  passing  over  his  right  leg,  and  for 
two  months  was  disabled.  He  was  finally  dis- 
charged at  Cedar  Creek,  October  22,  1864,  on  ac- 
count of  expiration  of  time,  and  returned  home 
with  a war  record  of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud. 

For  eight  years  thereafter  Mr.  Shoemaker 
worked  in  the  lumber  woods  at  Beach  Swamps,  and 
spent  the  following  six  years  with  the  Tannite  Com- 
pany, of  Stroudsburg.  He  then  purchased  a place 


known  as  the  Rising  Sun  farm,  which  he  operated 
for  three  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1878  bought 
from  Simon  Maxwell  his  present  farm  of  seventy- 
six  acres,  to  the  development  and  cultivation  of 
which  he  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention, 
and  has  met  with  well  deserved  success.  He  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  has  served 
as  poormaster  of  Hamilton  township  six  years,  and 
gives  an  unqualified  support  to  all  enterprises  which 
he  believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  is  of  a 
very  social  and  genial  nature,  and  is  very  enterpris- 
ing and  progressive.  Fraternally  he  is  a member 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

I11  Hamilton  township,  October  20,  1868,  Mr. 
Shoemaker  married  Miss  Sophia  Heller,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Margaret  (Beilis)  Heller,  of  Monroe 
county.  She  was  born  in  Jackson  township  July  16, 
1843,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  being 
laid  to  rest  at  Custard  church.  By  this  union  there 
were  six  children : Alfred,  who  married  Elizabeth 

Werkheiser,  and  is  engaged  in  broom  making  in 
Hamilton  township ; Arthur,  a resident  of  Delaware 
Water  Gap,  Monroe  county,  who  married  Estella 
Decker ; Annie,  of  Saylorsburg,  Penn.,  who  married 
Irvin  Bittenbender ; Weldon,  who  married  Annie 
Shaffer,  and  is  a farmer  of  Bossardsville,  Monroe 
county;  John,  who  died  April  4,  1893,  in  Scranton, 
Penn.,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ; and  Harry  L., 
a broom  maker  of  Saylorsburg.  Mr.  Shoemaker 
was  again  married  in  August,  1882,  at  Portland, 
Penn.,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mary  Will- 
iams, a daughter  of  Linford  and  Eunice  Williams. 
She  died  April  12,  1892,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four 
years.  On  February  22,  1898,  he  wedded  Mrs. 
Margaret  (Kresge)  Nevil,  who  was  born  in  Chest- 
nut Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  and  is  a daughter 
of  Jonas  and  Mary  (Kintz)  Kresge. 

MARY  E.  MILLER,  a well-known  and  highly- 
esteemed  citizen  of  Jackson  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, belongs  to  one  of  its  old  and  representative  fam- 
ilies. Her  paternal  great-grandfather,  Jacob  Miller, 
was  born  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  when 
it  still  formed  a part  of  Northampton  county,  and 
his  wife,  Catherine,  was  a native  of  the  same  town- 
ship. He  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  of  Jack- 
son  township,  where  he  opened  up  a farm  and  reared 
his  family  consisting-  of  five  sons  and  four  daughters, 
all  of  whom  reached  years  of  maturity. 

John  Miller,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Jackson  township,  in  1802,  and  there  mar- 
ried Miss  Catherine  Beishline,  a daughter  of  Mich- 
ael Beishline.  She  died  in  1836,  and  he  passed 
away  in  i860.  Both  were  faithful  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  in  political  sentiment  he  was 
a Democrat.  He  spent  his  entire  life  in  Jackson 
township  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His 
children  were  Lucinda,  wife  of  Henry  Getz,  of 
Iowa;  Michael,  a farmer  of  Jackson  township  ; Will- 
iam (deceased) , who  made  his  home  in  Iowa  ; Susan, 
who  married  Daniel  Titus,  of  Jackson  township,  and 
died  in  1897;  Levi,  father  of  our  subject;  Jeremiah, 


h:u; 
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a resident  of  East  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county; 
Maria  (deceased),  who  married  Daniel  Englcr,  and 
lived  m New  \ ork ; 1 lannali,  widow  of  1 atnek  Gil- 
ick,  and  a resident  of  Carbon  county,  Penn.;  and 
Jacob,  who  was  killed  in  a sawmill  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years. 

Levi  Miller,  born  in  Jackson  township,  Decem- 
ber 6,  1834,  wedded  Mary  Wolbert,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children:  Mary  Elizabeth,  our  subject; 

and  Franklin,  who  is  represented  elsewhere,  bor 
twenty  years  during  early  life  Mr.  Miller  worked 
in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  for  nine  months,  and  on  the  expiration 
of  that  term  re-enlisted,  valiantly  fighting  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  until  the  war  was  over 
and  peace  once  more  restored.  He  participated  in 
several  severe  engagements,  including  the  two  bat- 
tles of  Hatcher’s  Run,  also  those  at  White  Oak 
Roads  and  Jerusalem  Plank  Road,  besides  in  the 
Petersburg  campaign,  and  was  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Lee.  On  his  return  home  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Jackson  township,  where  he  still 
resides.  Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Miller  was  born  in  Jackson 
township,  August  22,  1858,  and  during  girlhood 
went  to  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  where  she  was 
employed  at  housework  for  some  years,  and  also  in 
Easton,  Penn.,  also  at  housework,  for  some  time. 
In  Jackson  township  she  married  Joseph  Rustine, 
a son  of  Jacob  and  Polly  Rustine.  He  was  also  a 
native  of  that  township,  and  died  there  in  1893.  The 
children  born  to  them  were  Rosana  Miller,  and  John 
A.  Kresge,  who  are  both  attending  school  in  Jack- 
son  township.  The  mother  is  now  the  owner  of 
eighty-seven  acres  of  good  land  in  Jackson  township, 
of  which  thirty  acres  are  cleared,  and  in  connection 
with  general  farming  she  is- also  interested,  in  stock 
raising,  including  sheep,  horses  and  pigs.  She  is 
a woman  of  excellent  business  ability,  and  the  suc- 
cess that  she  has  achieved  is  certainly  well  deserved, 
it  being  due  to  her  own  enterprise,  industry  and 
good  management. 

MRS.  ISABELLA  WILSON  SMITH,  widow 
of  the  late  Frank  D.  Smith,  of  Paradise  township, 
Monroe  county,  is  still  a much  esteemed  resident  of 
that  locality,  and  her  financial  ability,  as  shown  in 
the  administration  of  her  large  property,  commands 
respect  in  business  circles. 

Her  fine  farm  near  Mt.  Pocono  is  kept  in  an  ex- 
cellent state  of  cultivation,  and  for  three  years  past  she 
and  her  son  hatfe  conducted  a summer  hotel,  known 
as  the  “Meadowside  House,”  to  which  a large  num- 
ber of  city  visitors  are  attracted  annually.  A three- 
story  house  containing  thirteen  rooms,  large  and  well 
situated,  was  recently  completed,  and  its  wide  halls 
and  shady  verandas  which  surround  the  entire  build- 
ing make  it  especially  desirable  as  a resort  in  the 
warm  season.  The  building  stands  on  a knoll  a 
few  yards  west  of  the  old  farm  house,  and  the  place 
combines  all  the  advantages  of  a modern  hotel  with 
the  freedom  of  a genuine  country  home.  The  fur- 


nishings arc  tasteful  and  selected  with  an  eye  to  com- 
fort, and  the  table  is  supplied  with  every  delicacy  of 
the  city  markets  near  by,  while  the  farm  produces 
an  abundance  of  fresh  fruit,  vegetables,  cream  and 
milk.  A fine  tennis  court  affords  recreation  for  lovers 
of  that  game,  and  a livery  stable  is  maintained  for  the 
benefit  of  the  guests.  The  locality  is  famous  for 
its  beauty,  rivalling  the  Catskills  of  the  North,  or 
the  Cumberland  mountain  region  of  the  South,  and 
the  house  commands  one  of  the  most  charming 
views  to  be  found  in  this  picturesque  section.  Be- 
ing- 2,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  air  is 
pure  and  dry,  making  it  an  ideal  spot  for  either  sick 
of  well,  and  the  genial  and  kindly  hospitality  which 
permeates  the  house  adds  not  a little  to  the  benefi- 
cial effect  of  a visit  there.  The  place  is  easily  ac- 
cessible, being  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad,  three  hours’  ride  from  New  York 
City  and  four  from  Philadelphia,  and  many  of  the 
wealthy  people  of  those  cities  make  it  their  summer 
home. 

The  late  Frank  D.  Smith  was  born  March  4, 
1840,  in  Monroe  county,  a son  of  Oliver  D.  and 
Eleanor  (Trivley)  Smith,  early  settlers  in  Cool- 
baugh  township.  His  early  life  was  spent  chiefly 
in  Paradise  township,  and  after  his  marriage  in 
1863  he  located  in  Tobyhanna,  where  he  engaged 
in  lumbering.  A few  years  later  he  returned  to  the 
present  homestead  in  Paradise  township,  which  he 
had  purchased  previous  to  his  marriage.  Politically 
he  was  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  he 
did  not  seek  official  honors.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  served  one  year  in  the  Union  army,  winning  an 
honorable  record.  He  was  a man  of  high  moral 
character,  and  in  religious  faith  inclined  to  the 
Christian  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  reared.  He 
and  his  family  have  always  occupied  an  enviable  po- 
sition in  social  life,  and  he  was  an  active  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Cresco  or  Mountain  Home.  He 
passed  to  the  unseen  world  in  1884,  his  death  being 
sincerely  mourned  among  a large  circle  of  friends. 
Three  children  survive  him,  two  of  whom  still  re- 
side with  their  widowed  mother  : ( 1 ) Mittie,  born 

in  Paradise  township,  February  5,  1869,  received  a 
good  public-school  education,  and  in  1894  was  mar- 
ried to  George  Michael  Schoemaker,  of  Scranton. 
I hey  now  reside  at  Pocono  Summit,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged as  operator  and  manager  of  the  Wilkesbarre 
& Eastern  railroad.  (2)  Edward  H.  Smith,  born 
in  Paradise  township  February  21,  1872,  was  educat- 
ed in  the  public  schools,  and  since  the  death  of  his 
father  had  acted  as  manager  of  his  mother’s  farm. 
He  is  a young  man  of  steady  habits,  and  of  more 
than  ordinary  business  ability,  being  much  respected 
in  the  community.  (3)  Frances,  born  February 
23-  x875’  was  partly  educated  in  the  local  schools, 
and  later  attended  the  high  school,  where  she  grad- 
uated in  1895.  She  is  a bright  scholarly  young- 
lady,  refined  and  accomplished,  and  is  a favorite 
among  her  companions. 

Mrs.  Isabella  Smith  was  born  August  9,  1844, 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  daughter  of  James 
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and  Isabelle  Wilson.  During  her  childhood  her 
parents  removed  to  Paradise  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  her  father  was  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits  for  some  years.  Their  last  days  were 
spent  at  the  present  homestead  of  Mrs.  Smith,  the 
mother  dying  in  December,  1873,  and  the  father  in 
1883.  Mrs.  Smith  was  one  of  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  John,  born  in  Philadelphia,  who 
died  in  1882,  unmarried;  Maria,  now  the  wife  of 
George  Wagner,  of  Paradise  township ; James,  who 
married  Miss  Angeline  Warner,  and  was  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business  at  Mt.  Pocono,  where  he  died  Sep- 
tember 7,  1897;  Sarah,  wife  of  George  Fanseen.  of 
Paradise  township,  and  Rachel,  who  married  Hari- 
son  Scotch,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  Pennsylvania. 

JOHN  S.  MOSHER.  The  record  of  the  lives 
of  its  progressive  citizens  forms  the  history  of  a 
town,  and  in  recording  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Mosher 
and  his  life  work  we  tell  of  one  who  has  been  a 
prominent  factor  in  commercial  circles  in  Damascus, 
Wayne  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.Y., 
June  4,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  James  Mosher,  and 
grandson  of  John  Mosher,  who  loyally  served  his 
country  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  father,  James 
Mosher,  served  in  the  Rebellion,  being  a member  of 
Company  I,  84th  P.  V.  I.  In  politics  he  was  a Re- 
publican ; socially  he  was  connected  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  and  in  religious 
faith  he  was  a Methodist,  firm  in  his  convictions  of 
right  and  true  to  his  belief.  He  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  his  widow 
is  living  on  the  old  homestead,  now  owned  by  her 
son,  John  S.  Mosher. 

John  S.  Mosher  was  early  trained  to  habits  of 
industry,  and  entered  upon  his  business  career  at  the 
early  age  of  ten  years,  doing  chores  for  his  board. 
Later  he  received  a salary  of  $2  per  month.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when  the  call  came 
for  300,000  volunteers,  he  put  aside  all  personal  in- 
terests and  went  forth  to  battle  for  the  Union,  en- 
listing in  the  84th  P.  V.  I.  His  life  has  always 
been  one  of  fidelity  to  duty,  and  has  been  character- 
ized by  unfaltering  industry.  In  1876  he  embarked 
in  business  in  Damascus,  where  he  has  since  carried 
on  operations  as  a furniture  dealer,  in  1896  erecting 
a substantial  store  building,  24  x 36  feet,  and  two 
stories  in  height,  one  of  the  best  business  houses  in 
the  town.  There  he  carries  an  excellent  line  of  fur- 
niture, and  also  conducts  an  undertaking  establish- 
ment. His  well-directed  efforts,  his  earnest  desire 
to  please  his  customers,  and  his  reliability  in  all 
transactions  have  gained  him  a liberal  and  well- 
merited  patronage. 

Mr.  Mosher  was  married,  April  10,  1894,  to 
Miss  Isabella  Lovelass,  an  estimable  lady,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Lovelass,  a native  of  England. 
Mr.  Mosher  is  a member  of  Adelph  Lodge  No.  240, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Delaware  Lodge  No.  561,  F.  & A. 
M. ; he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Method- 
ist Church,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  for 


twenty-five  years,  his  wife  for  thirty-five  years,  and 
for  a number  of  years  he  has  served  as  trustee  and 
steward  of  the  same.  In  politics  he  is  a stalwart 
Republican,  and  tie  keeps  well  informed  on  the  issues 
of  the  day.  He  takes  a deep  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and 
ranks  among  the  progressive  and  leading  citizens  of 
Damascus. 

WILLIAM  H.  BARTHOLD.  The  revolu- 
tions and  changes  that  are  constantly  occurring  in 
the  industr  ions  world  bring  to  some  men  disaster 
and  to  others  fortune.  One  notable  mutation  in  in- 
dustrial activity  has  been  the  displacement  of  local 
and  scattered  plants  by  large  centralization  estab- 
lishments. With  one  of  these  industries,  that  of 
tanning,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  long  and 
prominently  connected,  but  with  judicious  manage- 
ment he  made  it  subservient  to  himself,  and  did  not 
become  the  creature  of  an  adverse  fate  when  chang- 
ing  years  at  length  decreed  that  the  industry  must 
pass  away.  Mr.  Barthold  is  a man  of  sterling 
character,  fertile  in  resource,  quick  to  perceive 
causes  and  conditions,  alert  and  watchful  in  the 
affairs  of  men  which  betide  for  weal  or  woe. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  7,  1839,  on  the 
well-known  homestead  which  he  now  owns  and  oc- 
cupies, a son  of  Jonas  and  Eliza  (Cassler)  Bar- 
thold. The  father  was  a native  of  Northampton 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  was  born  August  28,  1805. 
In  his  native  county  he  was  married  July  26,  1829, 
to  Miss  Eliza  Cassler,  by  Rev.  Broabst.  A tanner 
and  currier  by  trade,  he  had  been  married  but  three 
years  when  he  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  a new 
locality.  Accordingly,  in  1832,  he  migrated  to 
Monroe  county,  and  settled  upon  the  farm  in  Chest- 
nut Plill  township,  where  his  son,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  now  resides.  Jonas  Barthold  was  a 
prominent  citizen  in  his  clay,  recognized  by  his 
neighbors  as  a man  of  ripe  judgment  and  decision 
of  character.  He  was  frequently  called  upon  to 
fill  local  township  offices,  and  in  various  ways 
proved  his  character  as  a natural  leader.  In  addi- 
tion to  farming  he  operated  for  about  thirty  years 
the  tannery  which  upon  his  retirement  fell  to  the 
management  of  his  son  John  J.,  and  later  was  oper- 
ated by  our  subject.  Jonas  Bartbold  lived  to  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two  years,  passing  away 
September  18,  1887.  He  was  a member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church.  His  wife,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 28,  1807,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a Lutheran, 
died  June  15,  1887.  Both  were  buried  in  Pleasant 
Valley,  cemetery.  The  children  of  Jonas  and  Eliza 
Barthold  were  as  follows:  John  J.,  born  July  14, 
1830,  now  an  agent  at  Slatington,  Penn. ; Amelia 
F.,  born  March  4,  1832,  married  John  Umphert, 
and  died  in  New  York;  Thomas  F.,  born  Decem- 
ber 4,  1834,  died  at  Milwaukee,  Penn. ; Mary  A., 
born  January  7,  1837,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; 
William  H.,  subject  of  this  sketch  ; Eliza  A.,  born 
December  24,  1843,  wife  of  A.  Iv.  Berger,  formerly 
a carpenter  of  Noblesville,  Ind.,  now  deceased; 
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Catherine  J.,  born  June  1 5 > 1846)  wife  of  Josiah 
11.  Moyer,  a carpenter  of  Bethlehem,  Penn.;  Hen- 
rietta, born  1'cbruary  1,  1849*  Hied  in  infancy,  Jo- 
sephine S.,  born  March  20,  1850,  wife  of  timothy 
Everett,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; Ellen  E.,  born 
January  15,  1853,  married  Lyman  Everett,  a farmer 
and  school  teacher  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  and 
is  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  has  been  a lifelong  resident  of  the 
home  farm.  In  1860,  when  he  reached  his  ma- 
jority, the  tannery  was  transferred  to  his  manage- 
ment, and  lie  became  at  once  an  energetic  and  capa- 
ble business  man.  A few  years  later,  when  he  had 
attested  his  ability  to  care  for  himself  and  others, 
he  founded  a home  by  uniting  in  marriage  October 
4,  1864,  in  Hamilton  township  with  Miss  Eliza  A. 
Roth,  who  was  born  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  No- 
vember 5,  1847,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria 
( Hotz)  Roth.  In  i860  Mr.  Roth  had  removed 
from  Lehigh  county  to  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and 
there  for  four  years  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness. He  then  followed  farming  during  the  bal- 
ance of  his  days.  To  William  H.  and  Eliza  A. 
Roth  have  been  born  the  following  children : Ida 
A.,  wife  of  J.  F.  Green,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county ; Forest  F.,  who  married  Amanda 
Altemose,  and  is  now  a carpenter  at  Bethlehem, 
Penn. ; Edna  M.,  wife  of  M.  D.  Ivistler,  a book- 
keeper in  Morganton,  N.  C. ; Allen  Id.,  who  mar- 
ried Agnes  Gregory,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the 
wire  business  at  Philadelphia ; Emma,  who  died  in 
February,  1897;  Ella,  residing  in  New  York; 
Laura  J.,  wife  of  G.  M.  Shafer;  and  John  and  Ray- 
mond W.,  at  home. 

Our  subject  in  connection  with  general  farm- 
ing continued  to  operate  the  tannery  on  the  home- 
stead until  1885,  when  he  gave  up  the  business,  the 
conditions  of  trade  making  it  no  longer  profitable. 
Mr.  Barthold  has  been  a prominent  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church  for  many  years.  For  a period 
of  eight  years  he  has  served  as  deacon,  and  for  four 
years  as  elder.  For  the  year  1891  he  served  as  tax 
collector,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  political 
honors.  Ide  is  prominently  identified  with  both  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  K.  of  P.  As  a citizen  he  is 
most  highly  esteemed,  and  as  a farmer  he  has  won 
an  independent  financial  success. 

MICHAEL  BRISK,  a leading  agriculturist 
of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  is  a represent- 
ative of  that  hardy  German  stock  which  has  done 
so  much  for  the  general  development  of  this  section, 
and  he  and  his  wife,  who  have  spent  nearlv  half 
a century  of  wedded  life  on  their  present  home- 
stead, are  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know 
them. 

Mr.  Brish  was  born  July  16,  1824,  in  Baden, 
Germany,  where  his  ancestors,  in  both  maternal 
and  paternal  lines,  have  resided  for  generations. 
His  parents,  Peter  and  Lizzie  Brish,  were  born  and 
reared  in  Baden,  and  after  their  marriage,  in  1832, 
came  to  the  United  States,  locating  first  in  New 


York  City,  where  the  father  was  employed  for 
about  four  years  as  foreman  for  a street  railway 
corporation.  In  1836  he  removed  to  Stroud  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  where  he  bought  an  improved 
farm,  and  remained  there  until  1840,  when  he  sold 
and  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  in  the  same 
township,  near  the  Smithfield  line.  This  he  cleared 
and  improved,  erecting  good  farm  buildings ; but 
after  seven  years  he  sold  it  and  bought  the  home- 
stead where  our  subject  now  resides,  located  three 
miles  north  of  Stroudsburg.  He  died  on  his  home 
in  1873.  His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, died  in  New  York  in  1834,  and  he  afterward 
married  Mary  Shutter  of  New  York,  who  died 
on  the  present  homestead  in  1882.  By  his  first  wife 
he  had  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) Peter,  who  died 
in  childhood  in  Germany;  (2)  Lizzie,  who  came 
to  New  York  with  her  parents,  and  married  John 
Cramer,  of  that  city,  but  they  afterward  removed 
to  Long  Island,  where  she  died  in  1866  leaving 
five  sons  who  are  extensive  lumber  dealers  of  Long 
Island;  Tillie  died  in  France  on  the  way  to  Amer- 
ica; Eva  died  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, when  sixteen  years  of  age ; and  Michael,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 

Michael  Brish  came  to  America  with  his  par- 
ents when  seven  years  of  age,  and  received  a very 
limited  education  as  his  time  in  boyhood  was  large- 
ly spent  in  work  on  the  farm.  He  remained  at 
home,  gradually  assuming  the  cares  of  the  farm, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  parents  he  became  the 
owner  of  the  estate.  He  has  built  a fine  two-story 
residence,  a good  barn  and  other  buildings,  and 
made  many  general  improvements,  clearing  and  cul- 
tivating a large  portion  of  the  farm,  and  beautify- 
ing the  grounds  about  the  home.  It  is  an  attract- 
ive place,  containing  100  acres,  and  a natural  lake 
of  pure  mountain  water  is  one  of  its  most  charm- 
ing- features.  A few  years  ago  Mr.  Brish  bought 
the  Alexander  Fowler  farm,  adjoining  the  home- 
stead, and  this  he  has  also  improved,  erecting  a 
bank  barn,  wagon  shed  and  other  buildings.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Brish  is  a Republican,  originally  a 
Whig,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  office.  In  relig- 
ious faith  he  is  a Methodist,  and  he  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  to  which  they  contribute  liberally.  In 
August,  1850,  Mr.  Brish  married  Miss  Miriam 
Lee,  and  thirteen  children  have  blessed  the  union  r 
(1)  Mary,  born  January  12,  1852,  married  (first) 
a Mr.  Carr,  and  (second)  Robert  Roberts,  of  North- 
ampton county,  and  settled  in  Stroud,  where  she 
died.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  one  son, 
Charles,  who  was  two  years  old  when  his  father 
died.  By  her  second  marriage  she  had  four  chil- 
dren, Sadie  Roberts  (wife  of  Edmund  Hofner,  of 
Monroe  county),  Viola,  Frederick  and  Elrna.  (2) 
Joseph,  born  June  23,  1833,  married  Miss  Annie 
Roberts,  of  Stroud  township,  where  he  now  resides, 
being  employed  as  an  engineer.  They  had  two  sons, 
both  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  (3)  Margaret  J., 
born  October  22,  1854,  married  John  White,  of 
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Stroudsburg,  and  has  two  children,  Mary  and 
Charles.  (4)  Wesley,  born  January  6,  1856,  mar- 
ried Miss  Edith  Lee,  of  Michigan,  where  he  died 
in  1893  leaving  a widow  and  one  child,  Leola  Lee, 
who  are  still  residents  of  Michigan.  (5)  Mahlon, 
born  April  14,  1857,  married  Miss  Isabella  Hal- 
lett,  of  Stroud  township,  where  they  now  reside. 
They  have  four  children : Sylvana,  Miriam,  Lewis 
and  Charles.  (6)  Ida,  born  November  19,  1859, 
married  William  Phillips,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  has 
five  children,  Josephine,  Orna,  Cary,  and  Michael, 
and  Roy.  (7)  Elizabeth,  born  July  17,  1861,  mar- 
ried William  Patterson,  of  Stroud  township,  and 
has  four  children,  John  Patterson,  Georgie,  Miriam 
and  Charles.  (8)  Rhoda,  born  January  19,  1863, 
married  Williarfi  O.  Lee,  of  Scranton,  and  has  three 
children,  Malan,  Anna  and  Carrie.  (9)  Lecty,  born 
May  30,  1864,  married  Samuel  Smiley,  of  Strouds- 
burg, a brick  manufacturer,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Emily.  (10)  Mathias,  born  December 
20,  1865,  married  Miss  Llorence  Banty,  and  now 
resides  in  Stroudsburg;  they  have  three  children, 
Russel,  Henrietta  and  Cecial.  (11)  Henrietta,  born 
Lebruary  16,  1867,  married  (first)  Benjamin 

Baughman,  who  was  killed  on  the  Susquehanna 
railroad,  leaving  her  with  one  son,  Chester.  She 
afterward  married  James  Baughman,  a railroad 
man,  residing  in  Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Ruth,  and  one  son,  Stanly.  (12)  Sher- 
man, born  November  20,  1868,  is  single,  and  has 
charge  of  his  father’s  farm ; he  is  a bright  active 
young  business  man,  and  the  pride  of  his  father’s 
home.  (13)  Bertha  died  in  childhood. 

Mrs.  Brish  belongs  to  a well-known  pioneer 
family,  and  ber  grandfather,  Noah  Lee,  came  from 
England  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  set- 
tled in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he 
died  leaving  four  children : Jesse,  Joseph,  Mary 
(wife  of  John  Miller,  of  Stroud  township),  and 
Edward, all  deceased.  Joseph  Lee, the  father  of  Mrs. 
Brish,  married  Margaret  Bush,  and  made  his  home 
in  Stroud  township.  They  had  four  children : 
George,  now  a resident  of  Michigan ; Miriam,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Charles,  who  resides  on  his  farm  in 
Stroud  township ; and  Mathias,  who  married  and 
now  resides  in  Saginaw,  Michigan. 

EDMUND  V.  LA  BAR,  one  of  the  progress- 
ive, well-to-do  farmer  citizens  of  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  has  passed  all  his 
life  on  the  farm  which  he  owns  and  occupies,  hav- 
ing been  born  there  in  June,  1858,  a son  of  David 
and  Sallie  (Staples)  LaBar.  Mr.  LaBar  is  of 
French  descent,  and  several  of  his  ancestors  were 
prominent  officers  in  the  Continental  army  during 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

George  LaBar,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a native  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  coming 
thence  to  Monroe  county  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  century,  and  in  1829  settling  on  the  land 
still  owned  by  his  descendants  in  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  which  he  purchased.  He  erected  a 


log  house  and  commenced  to  clear  the  tract,  which 
was  then  in  its  primitive  state,  and  he  made  general 
improvements,  devoting  the  remainder  of  his  active 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  George  LaBar  lived 
to  the  great  age  of  112  years,  dying  in  1874  on  this 
home ; his  wife  passed  away  many  years  previous. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  this  couple,  the  follow- 
ing named  growing  to  maturity:  John,  Hugh, 

David,  Mary  (Mrs.  Jacob  Transue,  of  Monroe 
county),  Julia  (Mrs.  William  Kramer,  of  Mon- 
roe county),  Susan  (Mrs.  John  Vanvliet,  of  Stroud) 
and  Catherine  (Mrs.  Henry  Cook). 

David  LaBar  was  born  in  August,  1810,  in 
Northampton  county,  Penn.,  received  such  educa- 
tion as  could  be  obtained  in  the  public  schools  dur- 
ing his  boyhood,  and  came  with  his  father  to  Mon- 
roe county,  where  he  subsequently  made  his  home. 
He  was  always  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering, 
and  he  made  numerous  improvements  on  the  home 
place  after  it  came  under  his  management,  erect- 
ing a fine  barn  and  other  outbuildings,  and  work- 
ing industriously  to  bring  the  land  into  a product- 
ive state.  He  lived  on  the  home  place  until  his 
death  September  21,  1897,  a few  months  after  that 
of  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life  in  March  of  the 
same  year.  She  was  a devout  member  of  the  M. 
E.  Church,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  LaBar  were  both  con- 
sidered worthy  Christian  people,  who  deserved  the 
highest  respect  of  their  neighbors  and  friends. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  five  children,  namely : 
David,  Amanda  E.,  Mary  E.,  Sarah  M.  and  Ed- 
mund V.  Of  these,  the  eldest,  born  in  1849,  re_ 
ceived  a good  public-school  education,  and  took 
up  farming  as  his  life  occupation,  which  he  now 
follows  on  his  place  in  Middle  Smithfield  adjoining 
the  old  homestead ; he  married  Miss  Catherine 
Halterman,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary  Halter- 
man,  respected  residents  of  Smithfield  township, 
and  they  have  six  children,  Adam  H.,  Lewis  G., 
Sarah  A.,  David  L.,  Mary  A.  and  Nelson  D. 
Amanda  E.  was  the  wife  of  Depuy  Detrick,  who 
lives  in  Price,  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county ; 
she  left  four  children.  Flora  E.  (now  Mrs.  Charles 
Lander),  David  L.,  Alice  and  Susan.  Mary  E.  is 
the  widow  of  Benjamin  F.  Transue,  and  resides  on 
her  home  in  Middle  Smithfield  with  her  three  chil- 
dren, Sylvia,  Peter  and  Alice.  Sarah  M.  is  the  wife 
of  John  Trible,  of  Middle  Smithfield,  where  they 
reside  on  his  farm  ; their  family  consists  of  four 
children,  Harry,  Charles,  Sylvanus  and  Amanda. 

Edmund  V.  LaBar  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  was  trained  to  agricultural 
life,  working  with  his  father  in  the  summer  time 
and  during  the  winter  attending  the  district  schools, 
where  he  received  a good  practical  education.  After 
leaving  school  he  remained  on  the  home  place,  and 
about  two  years  after  his  marriage  he  purchased  the 
property  from  his  father,  his  parents  making  their 
home  with  him,  however,  until  they  passed  away. 
In  1883  Mr.  LaBar  built  the  fine  two-story  residence 
which  now  adorns  the  place,  and  a few  years  later 
he  built  an  addition  to  the  barn,  erected  new  out- 
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buildings  and  in  various  ways  lias  done  much  to 
enhance  the  value  and  beauty  of  his  farm.  He  has 
been  systematic  and  modern  in  his  methods  of 
working  the  land,  and  his  place  is  now  considered 
one  of  the  best  cultivated  and  improved  in  the 
township,  thanks  to  his  watchful  oversight  of  all 
the  details  of  the  work.  Mr.  La  liar  is  a hard  work- 
er as  well  as  a careful  manager,  and  he  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  in  this  section — an 
intelligent,  practical  citizen,  an  honor  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides.  lie  has  always  taken 
the  greatest  interest  in  public  affairs,  not  as  an 
office-seeker,  though  he  has  served  his  fellow  citi- 
zens in  various  capacities,  but  as  a public-spirited 
resident  of  his  town  and  county,  one  who  takes  the 
general  welfare  to  heart  and  lends  his  influence  to 
any  worthy  project  for  advancement  or  improve- 
ment. Politically  he  has  always  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  has  held  the  offices  of 
school  director,  inspector  of  elections,  also  that  of 
town  auditor,  and  lie  is  now  filling  the  position  of 
county  auditor. 

In  1880  Mr.  LaBar  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Annie  Rheinhart,  of  Price  township, 
Monroe  county,  whose  father,  Peter  Rheinhart, 
was  a native  of  Germany,  and  after  coming  to  this 
country  settled  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Pipher.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  LaBar 
have  always  made  their  home  on  the  LaBar  farm, 
and  here  three  sons  have  been  born  to  them,  Ches- 
ter P.,  in  October,  1880,  Ira  A.,  in  January,  1883, 
and  Norman  E.,  in  1884.  Chester  P.  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  is  at  present 
teaching.  Ira  A.  is  at  present  a student  in  the 
Normal  School  at  Stroudsburg  in  the  Senior  class. 
The  family  attend  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  they 
have  always  been  active  workers,  and  Mr.  LaBar  is 
at  present  holding  the  office  of  steward  in  the  con- 
gregation at  Wooddale.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America. 

WILLIAM  BARRON.  The  history  of  this 
gentleman,  who  is  now  practically  living  retired  upon 
his  farm  in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  a forcible  illustration  of  that  success  that  can  be 
achieved  in  life  by  the  exercise  of  perseverance  and 
resolution  under  all  circumstances,  for  unaided  he 
has  worked  his  way  upward  from  a humble  position 
to  one  of  affluence. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Barron 
was  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  August  18,  1824, 
and  on  his  father's  side  is  of  Scotch  descent,  his 
grandparents  having  been  natives  of  Scotland 
and  early  settlers  of  Nova  Scotia.  His  father, 
Alexander  Barron,  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia 
in  1769,  and  there  married  a Miss  Leonard, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children,  all  now  deceased, 
namely:  Jane  (who  first  married  J.  Sterling,  and 

after  his  death  wedded  Alva  Noble,  and  died  in 
Wayne  county,  Penn.),  James,  and  Phoebe;  the 
youngest  was  but  an  infant  when  the  mother  died, 


in  Nova  Scotia.  Alexander  Barron  was  a millwright 
by  trade,  and  when  testing  a sawmill  which  he  had 
built  he  caught  his  hand  in  the  saw,  severing  three 
fingers  entirely  and  part  of  the  thumb  and  little  fin- 
ger.  It  was  after  this  accident,  that,  leaving  his 
three  children  with  friends  in  Nova  Scotia,  he  came 
to  the  United  States  with  the  intention  of  establish- 
ing a permanent  home  in  this  country.  Arriving  in 
New  Milford,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  he  went 
westward  into  the  unbroken  wilderness  some  five 
miles  and  contracted  to  buy  200  acres  in  the  midst 
of  the  forest,  agreeing  to  pay  $600  therefor.  Bears, 
wolves  and  panthers  abounded  in  the  region  at  that 
early  day,  and  there  was  no  road,  Mr.  Barron  find- 
ing his  way  by  means  of  marked  trees.  He  cleared  a 
small  lot  and  built  a log  house,  but  knowing  the  dif- 
ficulties of  paying  for  a farm  in  the  wilderness  and 
clearing  it  at  the  same  time,  he  left  the  place  and 
went  over  on  the  Delaware  river,  obtaining  employ- 
ment at  his  trade,  and  continued  thus  for  six  years, 
paving  off  $100  each  year.  He  then  married  Miss 
Ruth  Bonna,  a native  of  Litchfield  county,  Conn., 
and  they  took  up  their  residence  on  the  home  in  the 
wilderness.  The  place  was  then  included  in  Frank- 
lin township,  but  after  the  formation  of  other  town- 
ships it  was  included  in  New  Milford  and  Bridge- 
water  townships.  A road  built  from  Summerville 
to  Montrose  passed  through  the  farm.  Mr.  Barron 
devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  farming.  To 
his  second  marriage  were  born  four  children : John, 
who  died  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years  ; Mary,  who  wedded 
Francis  Berge,  and  died  in  Wisconsin  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five;  William,  our  subject;  and  George,  who 
died  in  Wisconsin  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  The 
mother  died  in  Bridgewater  township,  in  1832,  at 
an  early  age,  and  was  buried  there,  while  the  father 
died  in  Newark  Valley,  N.  Y.,  in  1853,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  at  that  place.  Both  were  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics.  Mr.  Barron  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  prominent  citizens  of  his  community,  but 
would  never  accept  office.  Wolves  and  panthers 
were  numerous  when  he  took  up  his  home  in  the 
township.  One  evening  a wolf  began  howling  with- 
in thirty  rods  of  the  house,  and  was  soon  joined  by 
many  others,  keeping  up  a continuous  howling  until 
midnight.  This  was  near  the  spring  where  Stephen 
Trumbull,  the  present  owner  of  the  farm,  has  built 
his  house.  On  another  occasion,  when  returning 
from  an  evening  visit  to  the  house  of  a neighbor 
one  and  one-half  miles  distant  from  his  home,  he 
realized  that  he  was  being  cautiously  followed  by 
some  animal  that  at  times  came  so  close  its  glowing 
eyes  could  be  seen.  He  reached  home  in  safety,  but 
the  animal  came  up  to  the  house  and  snuffed  under 
the  door.  Next  morning  Mr.  Barron  found  that 
two  sheep  he  had  bought  and  kept  in  a log  pen  had 
been  killed,  leaving  unmistakable  evidence  of  the 
work  of  a panther. 

At  the  early  age  of  fourteen  years  William  Bar- 
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ron  began  his  business  career,  working  in  the  lumber 
woods  and  for  neighboring  farmers  for  four  years. 
He  then  spent  one  year  in  a carpenter’s  shop,  learn- 
ing the  trade,  and  for  five  years  followed  carpenter- 
ing in  Honesdale,  Penn.,  after  which  he  was  em- 
ployed as  carpenter  by  the  New  York  & Erie  Rail- 
road Co.,  constructing  bridges  until  the  completion 
of  that  road.  For  one  year  he  was  also  connected 
with  the  Catawissa  railroad,  and  after  his  marriage 
located  at  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  spend- 
ing three  years  at  that  place.  In  185C  he  came  to 
Jessup  township,  and  in  1865  he  located  upon  his 
present  farm  in  that  township.  On  locating  here 
he  retired  from  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  turned  his 
attention  to  the  operation  of  a saw  and  feed  mill, 
which  is  run  by  water  power.  This  he  still  owns, 
hut  he  leaves  both  the  mill  and  farm  to  the  man- 
agement of  his  son. 

In  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  countv.  De- 
cember 31,  1851,  Mr.  Barron  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Experience  Rogers,  and  to  them 
were  horn  three  children,  namely : Willis  E.  mar- 

ried Florence  Ervy  Pettitt,  and  resides  with  our  sub- 
ject; Frank  E.,  a merchant  and  postmaster  at  South 
Montrose,  first  married  Emma  Southworth,  and 
later  Tempy  Quick;  and  Edith  J.,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Peter  Osborn.  Mrs.  Barron  was  born  in 
Bridgewater  township,  August  15,  1827,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Butler)  Rogers,  who  were 
natives  of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  respectively, 
and  were  married  in  the  former  State,  in  18x7.  The 
father  was  horn  in  Montville,  Conn.,  July  3,  1790, 
and  after  his  marriage  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  locating  first  in  Brooklyn  township,  and  in 
1S20  in  West  Bridgewater  township,  where  he 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  called  from  this 
life  May  13,  1887.  His  wife  died  in  January,  1881, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  and  both  were 
buried  in  Bridgewater  township  cemetery.  Mr. 
Rogers  was  a lineal  descent  of  the  Martyr,  John 
Rogers,  who  was  burned  at  the  stake,  at  Smithfield, 
England,  1555,  during  the  reign  of  “Bloody  Queen 
Mary."  Rev.  John  Rogers,  a grandson  of  the 
martyr,  and  a minister  of  the  Church  of  England, 
who  died  in  1636,  was  the  father  of  James  Rogers, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  the  ship  “Increase”  in 
1635.  and  his  son  Samuel  was  the  first  white  set- 
tler in  the  town  of  Montville,  Conn.  He  died  in 
1713.  His  great-grandson,  Capt.  Andrew  Rogers, 
was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Barron. 

Mr.  Barron  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  Church  work,  and  in  early  life 
held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
hut  is  now  a Seventh-Day  Adventist.  He  has  held 
the  position  of  treasurer  and  elder  in  his  Church 
ever  since  its  organization,  in  1870.  According  to 
the  promise  of  God,  he  looks  for  a new  earth,  which 
hath  foundations  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God, 
wherein  dwelleth  righteousness.  His  honorable  and 
upright  life  has  commended  him  to  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and  he  is  held  in 
high  regard  by  his  neighbors  and  friends. 


THOMAS  EHRGOOD.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  is  certainly  entitled  to  be  considered  not  only 
one  of  the  enterprising  farmers  of  Dreher  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  but  one  of  its  respected  and 
valued  citizens,  and  a man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability.  He  is  a worthy  representative  of  an  old 
and  honored  Pennsylvania  family  which  was  found- 
ed in  this  country  by  his  great-grandfather,  Jacob 
Ehrgood,  who  was  a native  of  Germany;  he  died 
in  this  State. 

William  Ehrgood,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Bethlehem,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Mary  Ink. 
Subsequently  removing  to  Pike  county,  be  there 
bought  a gristmill,  and  engaged  in  milling  and  farm- 
ing for  many  years.  He  died  August  17,  i860,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-three  years,  his  wife  December  22, 
1862,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Eliza  Jane,  deceased  wife  of  Elias 
Pickering,  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn. ; Jacob, 
the  father  of  our  subject;  Angepne,  deceased  wife 
of  Isaac  Grant,  of  Susquehanna  county ; Emery,  a 
mill  owner  at  Moscow,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn. ; 
Hiram,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Union  army,  and 
died  in  Scranton  in  middle  age,  having  been  suffo- 
cated by  gas;  Emeline,  wife  of  Joseph  Dowling,' a 
hotel  proprietor  at  Monroe ; Harriette,  wife  of 
George  Ressigue,  of  Susquehanna  county ; Will- 
iam, a resident  of  Moscow,  who  is  now  one  of  the 
gold  seekers  in  Alaska ; Manuel,  also  a resident  of 
Scranton,  and  now  in  Alaska ; and  Maurice  and 
Mary,  who  both  died  in  infancy. 

Jacob  Ehrgood,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  April  8,  1829,  and  en- 
gaged in  milling  with  his  father  in  Pike  county  for 
many  years.  In  1852  he  went  to  Ohlstown,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  employed  in  a gristmill,  and  there 
he  was  married,  in  June,  i860,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Palm, 
a Presbyterian  minister,  to  Miss  Sarah  Esther 
Campbell,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Rig- 
gle)  Campbell.  Her  father,  who  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  died  at  Ohlstown,  Ohio,  in  1890,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years.  Mr.  Ehrgood 
continued  to  reside  in  Ohio  for  seven  years,  and  en- 
gaged in  milling  for  his  father-in-law.  Returning 
East,  he  operated  the  old  Pike  county  mill  until 
1890,  when  it  was  partially  destroyed,  and  he  now 
engages  in  general  farming,  owning  thirty  acres  of 
land  in  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  adjoin- 
ing the  old  homestead.  Politically  he  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  in  religious  connection  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.  Their  children  are  Thomas, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Alta  G.,  who  was  born 
August  8,  1863,  and  is'  now  the  wife  of  S.  M.  Bor- 
tree,  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  Penn. ; and 
Ella,  who  was  born  October  10,  1865,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Alfred  Swingle,  of  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county. 

The  birth  of  Thomas  Ehrgood  occurred 
April  29,  1861,  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  learned  the  miller’s  trade. 
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At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  was  employed  on 
farms  for  a short  time  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  then  purchased  a farm  in  Salem  town- 
ship, where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on 
his  own  account  for  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  bought  another  farm,  in  Dreher  township, 
on  which  he  erected  a good  residence  and  made 
many  other  useful  and  valuable  improvements, 
making  that  place  his  home  at  the  present  time, 
while  lie  devotes  his  energies  to  general  farming 
and  lumbering.  He  still  owns  his  farm  in  Salem 
township. 

At  South  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  May  2, 
1883,  Mr.  Ehrgood  was  married,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Mott, 
a Methodist  Protestant  minister,  to  Miss  Mary 
Whitaker,  a daughter  of  Josiah  and  Sarah  (Ten- 
nent)  Whitaker,  both  now  deceased  Five  children 
bless  this  union,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth 
being  as  follows:  Alta,  May  5,  1884;  Charles, 

August  31,  1886;  Clarence,  July  31,  1888;  Nellie, 
April  22,  1891;  and  William  ].,  October  5,  1893. 
The  parents  and  eldest  daughter  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  the 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  social  circles  of 
the  community.  Fraternally  Mr.  Ehrgood  affil- 
iates with  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America 
and  the  American  Protective  Association,  and 
politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

F.  M.  BIGELOW.  Among  the  representative 
farmers  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county, 
there  is  none  more  progressive  or  enterprising  than 
Mr.  Bigelow,  whose  valuable  and  productive  farm  is 
one  of  the  most  highly-cultivated  and  well-improved 
places  of  the  locality.  Upon  the  place  of  eighty 
acres  have  been  erected  three  good  dwellings,  besides 
large  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  which  together 
with  the  well-tilled  fields  indicate  the  supervision  of 
a careful  and  painstaking  owner,  who  thoroughly 
understands  his  vocation. 

Mr.  Bigelow  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  De- 
cember 13,  1841,  son  of  John  Bigelow,  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  who  was  born  about  1790,  near  Wor- 
cester. His  grandfather,  James  Bigelow,  one  of  the 
heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  married  Betsy 
Graham,  a lady  of  Scotch  descent,  and  in  1808  they 
brought  their  family  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  locat- 
ing on  the  farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  where 
their  grandson,  F.  M.  Bigelow,  now  resides.  By 
trade  the  grandfather  was  a blacksmith.  His  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  John,  now  deceased;  Betsy, 
wife  of  Seth  Yale,  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne 
county;  Sallie,  wife  of  John  Tiffany;  Tryphosa,  who 
married  Clayton  Rodgers,  and  died  in  Wisconsin ; 
Tryphena,  wife  of  Jonathan  Miller,  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  Wayne  county;  Pattie,  wife  of  Benjamin 
Fletcher,  of  Preston  township,  same  county ; Theres- 
sa,  wife  of  M.  DeLong,  of  Bradford,  Penn.;  and 
James  How,  who  died  at  Mt.  Pleasant  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  The  parents  of  these  children, 
died  when  quite  well  advanced  in  years. 


John  Bigelow,  the  father  of  our  subject,  on 
reaching  manhood  married  Miss  Lydia  Yale,  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  and  to  them  was  born  a family 
of  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  namely:  Zerina, 

wife  of  Orin  Lester ; James,  who  died  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township,  leaving  a family;  Catherine,  wife  of 
Wilber  Kennedy;  Sophronia,  wife  of  Bijah  Bush; 
Tryphena,  wife  of  Horatio  Periham;  John;  Mar- 
garet, who  died  when  young;  and  F.  M.,  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  the  only  one  now  living.  The  mother, 
who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years,  and  the  father  long  survived  her,  dying  in 
1884,  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-four  years 
All  his  life  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 
He  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  was  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  in  the  work  of  which 
he  took  an  active  part.  Upright  and  honorable  in 
all  things,  no  one  in  the  community  was  held  in 
higher  regard  than  John  Bigelow. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  a fair  common-school  education,  and 
was  also  given  instruction  in  music,  in  which  he 
early  manifested  considerable  talent.  After  reach- 
ing manhood  he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
vocal  music  for  some  years,  but  now  devotes  his 
energies  exclusively  to  his  farming  interests,  in 
which  he  is  meeting  with  marked  success. 

Mr.  Bigelow  was  married,  October  4,  1865,  to 
Miss  Eunice  Kennedy,  a lady  of  refinement  and  cult- 
ure, and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren: Nelson  E.,  a bookkeeper  at  Honesdale, 

Penn. ; Clarence  K.,  a clerk  at  Scranton ; Clara  May, 
a teacher  by  profession ; Janet,  also  a teacher,  who 
is  now  employed  in  the  Honesdale  graded  schools ; 
Walter  S. ; Verna,  a student  in  the  Carbondale 
graded  schools ; and  Herbert  and  Deloss,  who  are 
also  attending  school.  Nelson,  Clarence  and  Walter 
have  cleared  and  reclaimed  a swamp  on  the  home 
farm,  the  place  being  known  as  Bigelow’s  Truck 
Garden.  The  soil  is  very  deep  and  productive,  and 
a lake  one-quarter  of  a mile  distant  and  eighteen 
feet  higher  than  the  garden  furnishes  water  for 
irrigation  and  raising  truck,  the  connection  being 
made  with  a four-inch  pipe.  The  brothers  are  large 
growers  of  celery,  onions  and  other  truck,  in  1899 
raising  one  thousand  bushels  of  onions,  three  acres 
of  celery,  one  acre  of  cabbage  and  four  acres  of 
potatoes. 

Mrs.  Bigelow’s  parents,  Robert  H.  and  Char- 
lotte (V  heatcraft)  Kennedy,  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county,  re- 
spectively, while  the  latter  is  a daughter  of  Nelson 
Wheatcraft,  a native  of  England.  In  the  Kennedy 
family  were  five  children,  namely:  Nelson,  deceased; 
Nathan,  of  Pleasant  Mount ; Eunice,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Rebecca,  wife  of  John  Giles,  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township ; and  Wellington,  who  resides  on  the 
old  homestead.  The  father,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  and  the  mother 
departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  eighty.  For  fifty 
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years  she  had  been  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  she  and  her  lmsbapd  were  widely  and 
favorably  known  throughout  Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Bigelow  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  for  several  years  has  acceptably  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and,  being  a man  of  social,  frank 
and  genial  nature,  he  makes  friends  wherever  he 
goes.  His  support  is  never  withheld  from  any  ob- 
ject which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance  the  edu- 
cational, moral  or  material  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity. 

RICHARD  HAM,  a wide-awake  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturist  residing  in  Berlin  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, in  1849,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Wicket)  Ham,  both  also  natives  of  Cornwall, 
where  they  were  married,  and  where  they  continued 
to  reside  until  after  the  birth  of  seven  of  their  four- 
teen children.  The  father  .came  to  the  New  World 
in  the  spring  of  1852,  and  the  mother  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year,  and  they  first  located  in  Damas- 
cus township,  Wayne  county,  a few  years  later  re- 
moving to  Berlin  township,  the  father  having  pur- 
chased a tract  of  wild  land  near  Honesdale,  on  the 
Narrowsburg  pike,  from  which  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved a good  farm.  There  his  wife  died  in  1897, 
and  he  passed  away  in  the  following  year.  The 
children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  were  as  fol- 
lows : ( 1 ) William,  a blacksmith  by  trade,  died 

when  a young  man.  (2)  Lewis  grew  to  manhood, 
but  is  now  deceased.  (3)  John  married  Isabel 
Taylor,  of  Oregon  township,  Wayne  county,  and 
lived  in  Berlin  township,  where  he  died  in  April, 
1897,  leaving  a wife  and  five  children — George, 
Lewis,  Vernie,  Pearl'  and  Earl.  (4)  Betsy  A. 
married  Richard  Neal,  of  England,  and  they  made 
their  home  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  both  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  two 
daughters — Rosy  (now  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Mar- 
shall), and  Mary  (wife  of  J.  B.  Marshall).  (5) 
Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  William  P.  Budd,  of  Beach 
Lake,  and  they  have  four  children:  Julia,  Nettie, 

Frances  and  Horace.  (6)  Richard  is  the  next  of 
the  family.  7)  James  died  in  boyhood.  (8)  One 
died  in  infancy.  (9)  Eliza  W.  married  George 
Taylor,  of  Wayne  county,  afid  they  now  reside  on 
his  farm  in  Torrey.  They  have  two  sons,  Horace 
and  Forest.  (10)  Selina  is  the  wife  of  Lyman 
Garrett,, of  Berlin,  and  they  have  one  son,  Chester. 
(11)  Thomas  J.,  born  in  Berlin  township,  in  Au- 
gust, 1859,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and 
on  September  20,  1886,  married  Hattie  Marshall, 
of  Berlin  township,  a daughter  of  Simon  and  Eliza 
Marshall,  natives  of  England.  She  died  in  Janu- 
ary, 1897,  leaving  four  children,  Nettie,  Bertha, 
Ada  and  Irma ; Maud,  the  eldest  child,  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years.  After  his  marriage  Thomas  J. 
located  at  White’s  Mills,  and  was  in  the  employ  of 


the  Dorflinger  Glass  Works  for  fifteen  years.  In 
April,  1896,  he  accepted  the  superintendency  of  the 
Honesdale  and  Texas  Home,  and  is  now  accepta- 
bly filling  that  position.  He  is  a Republican  in 
politics,  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
belongs  to  Freedom  Lodge  No.  88,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at 
Honesdale.  (12)  Amanda  H.  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Cowell,  a farmer  of  Oregon  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  has  four  children,  Florence  E.,  Edna 
M.,  Lester  J.  and  Clarence  W.  (13)  Samuel  G. 
died  when  young.  (14)  William  H.  (2)  married 
Jennie  Demorest,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  re- 
side at  No.  3,  White’s  Mills,  Texas  township, 
where  he  is  employed  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Dor- 
flinger Cut  Glass  Company. 

Richard  Ham  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools 
of  Berlin  township  for  his  education,  and  his  busi- 
ness training  was  obtained  upon  the  home  farm. 
In  1867  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  T.  Spry,  of  Ber- 
lin township,  and  later  he  purchased  the  Andrew 
Davy  farm,  where  he  made  his  home  for  four 
years.  There  his  wife  died  in  1873,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Tamzon  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years.  In  1879  he  wedded  Miss  Sarah  P. 
Compton,  of  Berlin  township,  a daughter  of  Mark 
and  Elizabeth  (Garrett)  Compton,  and  for  three 
years  they  made  their  home  in  Oregon  township. 
Mr.  "Ham  then  removed  to  Berlin  township,  where 
he  rented  the  Richard  Neal  farm  at  $200  per  year 
for  four  years,  and  in  1885  purchased  the  Shepherd 
S.  Garrett  farm,  in  the  same  township,  on  the  State 
road  between  White’s  Mills  and  Beach  Lake.  He 
has  erected  thereon  a good  two-story  residence,  a 
frame  barn  and  other  outbuildings,  and  still  devotes 
his  attention  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  that  farm.  He  has  prospered  in  his  life  work, 
and  is  to-day  one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  his 
community.  In  1897  he  purchased  the  property 
known  as  the  Lewis  Rineing  estate  in  Berlin  town- 
ship, which  is  a well-cultivated  farm,  supplied  with 
a good  house,  barn  and  other  improvements. 

Mr.  Ham’s  second  wife  died  at  his  present 
home  in  1887,  leaving  three  daughters : Minnie 

S.,  who  is  now  visiting  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Bessie 
A.,  who  is  a student  in  the  Honesdale  High  School ; 
and  Cora  P.,  who  is  attending  the  home  school. 
They  are  bright,  intelligent  young  ladies,  who  have 
a host  of  friends.  In  1889  Mr.  Ham  married  Miss 
Gertrude  Munger,  of  Brooklyn,  a daughter  of 
Henry  and  Anna  Munger,  natives  of  .Germany, 
who  at  one  time  made  their  home  in  Berlin  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  the  father  died  some 
years  ago.  The  mother  is  now  Mrs.  Frederick 
Greybone,  of  Cohocton,  N.  Y.  By  his  third  mar- 
riage our  subject  has  three  chilrden:  Ethel  L.,  Jes- 
sie R.  and  Laura  Isabel. 

Politically  Mr.  Ham  is  an  ardent  Republican, 
and  three  times  he  has  been  elected  on  that  ticket 
to  the  office  of  poormaster.  He  and  his  wife  are 
both  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the  Berlin 
Baptist  Church.  His  energy,  thrifty  habits  and 
good  business  ability  have  secured  for  himself  and 
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familv  a good  home  and  placed  him  in  very  com- 
fortable  circumstances,  and  his  career  lias  ever  been 
such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  the  entire  community. 

ARTHUR  TAYLOR,  a prosperous  merchant 
of  Mt.  Pocono,  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  well- 
known  business  men  of  Monroe  county.  It  is  per- 
haps no  less  true  in  the  business  than  in  the  mechan- 
ical world  that  a thorough  apprenticeship  best  fits 
for  a subsequent  career.  The  qualifications  of  a 
clerk  or  a salesman  do  not  cover  the  wider  duties 
or  responsible  cares  of  a merchant,  but  it  is  never- 
theless true  that  the  thorough  familiarity  with  trade 
gained  by  a careful  and  varied  experience  as  sales- 
man proves  of  inestimable  value  to  the  future  mer- 
chant. It  was  so  with  our  subject.  Adopting 
business  as  his  career  in  life,  Mr.  Taylor  gave  due 
heed  to  the  foundations  of  his  success,  and  when  the 
structure  was  reared  it  proved  permanent  and  im- 
posing. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  a descendant  of  an  old  New  Jer- 
sey family.  His  great-grandfather,  Benjamin  Tay- 
lor, was  a citizen  of  New  Jersey  in  her  Colonial  days. 
Pie  married  a Miss  Abbot,  of  the  same  Colony,  and 
his  children  were : Moses,  who  died  wealthy,  leav- 

ing no  children ; John,  who  left  a large  family ; Rob- 
ert, one  of  whose  children  was  Jonathan  Taylor; 
Ruth,  who  married  a Mr.  Anderson ; Mary,  who 
married  a Mr.  Lee;  and  Benjamin,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject.  The  last-named  was  born  in  Amwell 
township,  Hunterdon  Co.,  N.  J.,  June  io,  1781.  On 
July  3,  1804,  he  married  Mary  Vankirk,  who  was 
born  April  17,  1787,  in  Alexandria  township,  Hun- 
terdon Co.,  N.  J.,  and  died  April  8,  1868.  To  Ben- 
jamin and  Mary  Taylor  were  born  fifteen  children, 
as  follows:  (1)  Ruth,  born  December  9,  1805,  in 

Alexandria  township,  Hunterdon  Co.,  N.  J.,  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Shoup.  (2)  Sally  Ann,  born  August  2, 
1807,  in  Greenwich  township,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  mar- 
ried Rev.  Jacob  Albert.  (3)  Esther,  born  Febru- 
ary 3,  1809,  in  Paine  township,  married  James  Mc- 
Fall,  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.  (4)  Peter, 
born  December  1,  1810,  in  the  same  township,  died 
young.  (5)  John  O.  was  born  October  2,  1812, 
in  the  same  township.  (6)  William  S.,  born  April 
2,  1814,  married  Nancy  Dewitt.  (7)  Jane  K.,  born 
November  1,  1815,  same  township,  married  Michael 
Miller.  (8)  Robert  K.  was  born  July  23,  1817, 
same  township.  (9)  Clarissa,  born  September  10, 
1819,  same  township,  married  Philip  Bartholomew. 
(10)  Moses  was  born  February  19,  1821,  same 
township.  ( 1 1 ) Conrad  S.  was  born  January  5, 
1823,  at  Harmony,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.  (12)  Enoch 
was  born  September  25,  1824,  at  Harmony,  Warren 
Co.,  N.  J.  (13)  Benjamin  J.,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  May  10,  1826,  at  the  same  place. 
( 14)  Samuel  L.  was  born  May  28,  1828,  at  Lower 
Mt.  Bethel,  Northampton  county,  Penn.  (15)  Theo- 
dore P.  was  born  July  22,  1831,  also  at  Lower  Mt. 
Bethel. 

Benjamin  J.  Taylor,  father  of  our  subject,  was 


an  infant  when  his  father  removed  with  his  large 
family  from  New  Jersey  to  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
reared  in  Northampton  and  Monroe  counties,  and 
followed  farming  and  lumbering  through  life.  He 
married  Miss  Susanna  Workheiser,  daughter  of 
Valentine  and  Mary  (Kunkel)  Workheiser,  the 
Workheisers  being  among  the  early  and  prominent 
settlers  of  Pennsylvania.  The  family  of  which  Val- 
entine Workheiser  was  a member  included  Henry, 
Charles  and  John,  and  his  sisters,  Mesdames  Will- 
iams, Learn,  Vanbuskirk  and  Houser.  Valentine 
Workheiser  was  born  December  11,  1798,  and  died 
December  5,  1857.  His  wife,  Mary  (Kunkel),  was 
horn  February  4,  1800.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Elizabeth,  born  October  22,  1817,  who  mar- 
ried George  Swartwood,  and  died  October  17,  1874; 
Johanna,  who  married  Charles  Smith ; Lavina,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ; Mary  Ann,  who 
married  Jonathan  Taylor;  Christiana,  who  married 
Warren  Bush;  Reuben,  who  married  Julia  Carey; 
Eastburn,  who  married  Jerusha  Angle;  Susannah, 
mother  of  our  subject,  born  July  31,  1833;  William, 
born  December  4,  1835,  who  married  Van  Smith; 
Eliza,  born  December  6,  1838,  who  married  Orvis 
Beecher ; and  Eleanor,  born  December  10,  1840,  who 
married  William  Butts. 

After  his  marriage  to  Susanna  Workheiser 
Benjamin  J.  Taylor,  the  father  of  our  subject,  pur- 
chased the  farm  of  his  father-in-law,  near  East 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  remained  through  life.  He 
was  a progressive  and  well-to-do  farmer,  and  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  interests  of  Monroe 
county.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a Presbyterian, 
and  was  active  in  Church  work.  He  died  February 
15,  1894,  leaving  his  worthy  wife,  who  still  survives, 
and  a large  family.  The  children  of  Benjamin  J. 
and  Susanna  Taylor  were  as  follows : (1)  E.  W., 
born  October  6,  1852,  in  Northampton  county,  was 
educated  in  the  high  schools  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y., 
and  Millersville.  He  followed  teaching  for  many 
years,  and  is  now  an  active  businessman  of  New  York 
City,  residing  at  Ludlow,  on  the  Hudson  river.  He 
married  Miss  Anna  Conkey,  of  New  York  City,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Florence.  (2)  William  S.,  born 
October  16,  1854,  also  received  a good  education, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  business  at  East  Stroudsburg. 
He  married  Miss  Anna  Griffin,  ana  has  two  chil- 
dren, May  and  Radia.  (3)  Bloomfield  L.,  born  Octo- 
ber 26,  1856,  died  at  East  Stroudsburg  January  27, 
1889.  (4)  Ida  May/born  May  20,  i860,  married 
Henry  A.  Bell,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Emma,  Bertha,  and  Archie,  students  in  the 
Philadelphia  schools.  (5)  Arthur,  born  August  12, 
1862,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  (6)  Minnie  E., 
born  September  6,  1865,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Hes- 
ter, a carriage  manufacturer  of  Easton.  (7)  Clara 
Belle,  born  October  17,  1867,  is  the  wife  of  Newton 
Featherman,  of  Stroudsburg.  (8)  Robert  C.,  born 
August  4,  1869,  married  Mrs.  Alice , of  Cam- 

den, N.  J.,  and  has  two  children,  Joseph  and  Reba. 
He  resides  in  Philadelphia,  and  is  connected  in  a 
business  way  with  the  Philadelphia  Transfer  Co. 
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(9)  Edgar  and  (10)  Frederick,  twins,  were  born 
March  18,  1872.  Edward  married  Miss  Ellen  Eilen- 
berger,  and  has  two  children ; he  is  engaged  in  the 
laundry  business  at  East  Stroudsburg.  Frederick 
married  Miss  Laura  Leap,  of  Minsi,  and  is  now  a 
weaver  in  the  woolen  mills  at  Stroudsburg.  ( 1 1 ) Jay- 
Benjamin,  born  February  4,  1875,  is  now  engaged  in 
business  in  Philadelphia. 

Arthur  Taylor  was  born  in  Smithfield,  grew  to 
manhood  in  Monroe  county,  and  received  a finished 
education  at  the  Stroudsburg-  Academy.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  in  August,  1883,  he  left  the  farm  and 
began  his  mercantile  career  as  salesman  in  the  gen- 
eral store  of  A.  W.  Loder,  at  East  Stroudsburg. 
Four  years  later,  on  account  of  failing  health,  he 
gave  up  his  position,  and  for  a time  was  engaged  as 
shipping  clerk  in  a shingle  mill  at  Pellston,  Mich. 
He  then  removed  to  East  Stroudsburg,  where  for 
about  one  year  he  was  head  clerk  in  the  store  of 
Frank  Ivistler,  and  he  was  then  bookkeeper  with 
George  L.  Adams  & Co.,  tanners,  at  the  same  place. 
He  was  also  engaged  for  some  time  with  the  East 
Stroudsburg  Lumber  Company. 

In  1891  Mr.  Taylor  married  Miss  Emma 
Brown,  only  daughter  of  Frank  and  Ellen  Depuy 
Brown,  and  a member  of  an  old  and  prominent  fam- 
ily of  Monroe  county.  Mrs.  Taylor  was  born  in 
1869,  and  was  educated  in  East  Stroudsburg.  After 
his  marriage  our  subject  settled  in  East  Stroudsburg 
and  was  there  employed  until  1893,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  general  merchandise  stock  of  Lewis  T. 
Smith,  at  Mt.  Pocono,  and  began  a mercantile  busi- 
ness of  his  own.  His  store  was  burned  in  1895,  but 
he  at  once  rebuilt,  and  has  continued  in  the  trade  up 
to  the  present  time.  He  conducts  a large  store,  well 
stocked  with  a full  line  of  merchandise  adapted  to 
the  trade  of  his  locality. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  have  come  two  chil- 
dren: Benjamin  F.,  born  February  14,  1892,  and 
Ruth,  born  June  25,  1895.  The  family  are  attend- 
ants of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Politically  Mr. 
Taylor  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  at  present  he  is  assistant  to  Post- 
master E.  E.  Hooker  at  Mt.  Pocono.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Oniskassett  Tribe  No.  354,  Order  of  Red 
Men.  As  a business  man  he  is  held  in  high  esteem, 
and  as  a citizen  is  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lives. 

W.  W.  WOOD.  Versatility  does  not  always 
lead  to  success  in  life,  but  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy, a leading  resident  of  Honesdale,  Wayne 
county,  seems  to  be  equal  to  every  position  in  which 
he  may  find  himself.  As  a business  man  he  is  en- 
terprising, able  and  far-sighted ; as  a soldier  he 
proved  himself  to  be  brave  and  energetic,  while  in 
political  and  social  life  he  has  displayed  qualities 
which  have  gained  for  him  popularity  and  influ- 
ence. 

Mr.  Wood  is  of  English  ancestry  in  both  pa- 
ternal and  maternal  lines.  Rev.  Francis  Wood, 
his  grandfather,  a minister  in  one  of  the  Evan- 


gelical Churches  in  England,  had  three  sons,  T. 
W.,  John  W.  and  Charles.  T.  W.  Wood,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  was  born  in  1810,  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, and  when  a boy  came  to  America,  locating 
first  in  Canada  and  later  in  New  York  City.  For 
some  time  he  was  engaged  in  glass-cutting,  but  he 
afterward  became  a mechanical  engineer  and  fol- 
lowed that  business  until  his  death  in  1870.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  Owens,  was 
born  in  Birmingham,  England,  in  1812,  and  died  in 
1869.  Her  father,  Robert  Owens,  was  a junior 
partner  of  the  firm  of  Boulton  & Watts,  the  latter 
being  the  renowned  inventor  of  the  steam  engine, 
and  through  his  mother  our  subject  is  also  related 
to  the  Wolfes,  a well-known  English  family,  to 
which  Wolfe,  of  Quebec,  belonged.  Of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  T.  W.  and  Anna  Wood,  William  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-five;  Henry  died  from  injuries 
received  while  silver  mining  in  Montana ; E.  J.  is 
a mechanical  engineer  in  New  York  City;  Charles 
B.  is  a resident  of  New  York;  Walter  Wolfe  is  our 
subject. 

W.  W.  Wood  was  boriv  February  2,  1848,  in 
New  York  City,  in  the  Seventh  ward.  He  was 
educated  in  ward  school  No.  31,  a school  of  which 
Boss  Tweed  was  one  of  the  trustees,  and  John  J. 
Anderson  principal,  and  on  leaving  school  he  be- 
gan to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade.  When  the 
Civil  war  broke  out  he  was  much  too  young  to  en- 
list, but  bis  patriotic  spirit  chafed  under  the  re- 
straint, and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  ran  away  from 
home  and  managed  to  gain  a place  in  Gen.  Kear- 
ney’s old  brigade,  the  4th  New  Jersey.  He  took 
part  in  some  severe  battles,  and  was  at  Cedar 
Creek,  Winchester  (where  he  witnessed  Sheridan’s 
famous  ride),  Petersburg  (where  he  participated 
in  the  noted  charge),  Hatcher’s  Run,  Appomat- 
tox, and  other  places  made  historical  by  our  brave 
soldiers,  and  he  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Lee.  He  marched  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Wash- 
ington, and  in  June,  1865,  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service.  On  his  return  home  he  resumed  work  at 
his  trade,  and  remained  in  New  York  until  1885, 
with  the  exception  of  a short  time  while  engaged 
in  business  in  the  oil  regions  of  West  Virginia, 
about  1867.  In  1885  he  came  to  Honesdale  to 
take  charge  of  the  works  of  the  National  Elevator 
& Machine  Company,  in  which  he  is  now  a stock- 
holder and  general  manager.  They  manufacture 
high-grade  elevators,  and  under  his  management 
the  establishment  turns  out  a large  amount  of  first- 
class  work.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  since  coming  to  Honesdale  be  has  been  a leader 
in  the  local  organization.  In  1894,  1895  and  1896 
he  was  chairman  of  the  central  committee  of 
Wayne  county,  and  no  candidate  failed  of  election 
who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  nominated  while 
Mr.  Wood  occupied  the  chair. 

In  1867  Mr.  Wood  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Jane  Kirkpatrick,  of  New  York,  and  six  children 
have  blessed  the  union:  (1)  Laura  S.  died  when 

one  year  old.  (2)  Charles  B.  married  Miss  Allie 
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B.  Miller,  ami  has  two  children,  Mignon  and  Alice. 
(3)  Blanche  is  at  home.  (4)  Ralph  C.  was  killed 
in  rex  as,  while  engaged  in  putting  up  machinery. 
(S)  Walter  Wolfe,  Jr.,  and  (6)  May  are  at  home. 
The  family  is  prominent  in  social  life,  and  Air. 
W ood  is  a member  of  Daniel  Carpenter  Lodge,  No. 
8j3,  F.  & A.  M,.  Standard  Chapter  No.  262,  of 
New  York  City.  Jlc  is  active  in  religious  work 
as  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  at 
one  time  was  chairman  of  the  Christian  Endeavor 
Society  in  Wayne  county. 

KINDARUS  SIICJPP,  a prominent  and  rep- 
resentative farmer  of  Brodheadsville,  was  born  in 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  Novem- 
ber 28,  1841,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Ellen  (Sax) 
Shupp,  of  that  township.  There  the  father  died 
October  9,  1894,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years, 
two  months  and  nine  days,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Pleasant  Valley  cemetery.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  of  his  community,  and  was  called 
upon  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens  as  poormaster, 
school  director  and  in  other  township  offices.  The 
mother  died  March  22,  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years,  eight  months  and  nine  days,  and  is 
buried  beside  her  husband.  In  their  family  were 
the  following  children : Eliza,  now  the  widow  of 

John  IT.  Weiss,  of  Carbon  county,  Penn.;  Ivin- 
darus.  our  subject;  Josiah,  •who  died  young;  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  William  Andrews,  of  White  Hall, 
Penn.;  Fanny,  wife  of  Michael  Martin,  of  Mauch 
Chunk,  Penn. ; John  and  Ellen,  who  both  died 
young;  Franklin  P.,  who  married  Sarah  J.  Shaffer, 
and  lives  on  the  old  homestead ; Milton,  who  died 
young ; and  Zenus,  who  married  Lizzie  Geissell, 
and  is  engaged  in  clerking  in  Mauch  Chunk.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Peter  and 
Margaret  (Hawk)  Shupp,  were  natives  of  North- 
ampton county  (now  Monroe  county),  Penn., 
where  as  farming  people  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  The  maternal  grandparents,  John 
and  Catharine  Sax,  died  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  the  former  on  February  23, 
1863,  aged  ninety- four  years,  eight  months  and 
twenty-nine  days,  the  latter  on  November  25,  1823, 
aged  forty-eight  years,  one  month,  sixteen  days. 

Until  he  was  twenty-nine  years  of  age  Kin- 
darus  Shupp  remained  unjer  the  parental  roof,  and 
by  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm  obtained  a 
good  practical  knowledge  of  farming,  which  he  has 
made  his  life  work.  On  leaving  home  he  removed 
to  his  present  place,  which  he  purchased  from 
George  W.  Altimost,  and  to  its  improvement  and 
cultivation  has  devoted  his  energies  with  good  re- 
sults, for  he  is  now  one  of  the  prosperous  and  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  Chestnut  Hill  township. 

At  Pleasant  Valley,  December  8,  1868,  Mr. 
Shupp  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine 
Ruth,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children : 
Eugene  A.,  a physician;  Joseph  A.,  who  married 
Katie  Green,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  and  school 
teaching  in  Chestnut  Hill  township ; and  Ella  J., 


at  home.  Mrs.  Shupp  was  born  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  December  1,  1847,  a daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Hannah  (Werkheiser)  Ruth, 
also  natives  of  Monroe  county,  where  the  mother 
departed  this  life  in  1853,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  rears.  She  left  three  children : Catherine ; 

George  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  and 
Louisa,  now  the  wife  of  John  Newell,  a farmer  of 
Minnesota.  The  father  was  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Emma  Lippencott, 
bv  whom  he  also  had  three  children:  George; 

Augusta,  wife  of  Nelson  Spade,  of  Luzerne  county, 
Penn. ; and  Ella.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  the  father  engaged  in  farming,  but  at  one 
time  also  conducted  a meat  market  in  Hamilton 
township,  Monroe  county.  He  died  near  Wilkes 
Barre,  Luzerne  county,  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-three years,  and  was  buried  in  that  county. 

The  Democratic  party  has  always  found  in 
Air.  Shupp  a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles, 
and  he  has  ever  taken  a prominent  part  in  political 
affairs.  His  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth 
and  ability,  elected  him  county  auditor  in  1872, 
and  so  acceptably  did  he  fill  the  office  that  he  was 
re-elected  in  1884,  serving  two  terms.  Prior  to 
this  he  had  served  as  constable  for  six  years,  and 
was  appointed  by  the  governor  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  one  year,  and  elected  to  that  office  in  1872 
for  a term  of  five  years ; he  also  held  he  offices  of 
assessor,  assistant  assessor  and  township  auditor. 
For  the  past  forty  years  he  has  been  a consistent 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  now  one  of 
its  trustees.  He  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  his  community,  and  is  public- 
spirited  and  progressive. 

JOHN  L.  DE  WITT,  a well-known  agricult- 
urist and  horticulturist  of  Stroud  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  is  a man  whose  character  commands 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  community  in  which 
he  has  made  his  home,  and  the  following  biog- 
raphy will  be  read  with  interest. 

Air.  De  Witt  was  born  February  19,  1849,  at 
Harmony,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  a son  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (Leffler)  De  Witt,  both  natives  and  life- 
long residents  of  that  county.  The  father,  who 
was  also  an  agriculturist,  died'  in  1866;  the  mother 
passed  away  in  1879.  This  worthy  couple  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Cather- 

ine married  Albert  K.  Metz,  of  Phillipsburg,  N.  J., 
who  died  in  1878.  She  has  five  children:  James 

V.,  Hannah,  Samuel,  Benjamin  and  Lizzie.  (2) 
Tames  AV.,  a farmer  in  New  Jersey,  married  Miss 
Lizzie  Kock,  of  Warren  county,  and  has  two 
daughters,  Rosie  (now  Airs.  Alarshall  Engler,  of 
New  Jersey),  and  Lillian  (wife  of  William  Bach- 
man, of  Warren  county,  N.  J.).  (3)  William  died 
in  childhood.  (4)  Levi  L.  married  Afiss  Eliza- 
beth Vanatta,  of  New  Jersey,  and  has  two  sons, 
Albert  and  Arthur.  (5)  Peter  B.,  a resident  of 
Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  married  Miss  Jane  Hawk,  of 
the  same  State,  and  has  had  seven  children,  Bertha 
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(who  died  in  childhood)  ; Eva  (wife  of  Howard 
Peiffer),  Kate,  Charlotte,  Sallie,  Jennie  and  Peter 
B.,  Jr.  (6)  John  L.  (our  subject).  (7)  Moses, 
who  died  in  1883,  married  Miss  Anna  Cotsley,  of 
New  Jersey,  who  survives  him  with  two  sons,  Ben- 
jamin and  Raymond,  still  residing  in  Warren  coun- 
ty, N.  J.  (8)  Hannah  and  (9)  Isaac  died  in 
childhood.  (10)  One  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  De  Witt  grew  to  manhood  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  receiving  a 
practical  education  in  the  local  schools.  In  1870 
lie  went  to  Grant  county,  Wis.,  where  he  followed 
farming  for  two  years,  and  on  his  return  to  New 
Jersey  he  engaged  in  bridge  building.  In  1880 
he  came  to  Monroe  county,  where  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Sallie  A.  Smiley,  and  then  settled  upon 
the  old  Smiley  homestead,  near  Spragueville, 
which  he  purchased  later.  ' He  has  enlarged  the 
farm  somewhat,  making  it  one  of  the  most  valua- 
ble estates  in  the  neighborhood,  and  has  made  many 
improvements,  the  buildings  being  of  modern  style, 
with  every  convenience.  He  makes  a specialty  of 
raising  berries  for  the  market,  but  has  all  kinds  of 
fruit  that  this  climate  will  permit.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat,  of  the  Jacksonian  type,  and  has 
served  two  terms  as  supervisor  of  Stroud  town- 
ship, and  four  years  as  town  clerk.  He  belongs  to 
he  A.  P.  A.,  and  the  Order  of  American  Me- 
chanics, Council  No.  12,  of  Phillipsburg,  N.  J., 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Spragueville, 
to  which  they  contribute  largely.  For  twelve  years 
Mr.  De  Witt  has  served  as  a trustee  in  that  society. 
Of  his  two  children,  Frederick  W.,  born  May  12, 
1883,  is  a student  in  school  No.  4,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship ; Annetta,  born  March  16,  1888,  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years. 

Airs.  De  Witt  is  a member  of  an  old  Colonial 
family,  and  her  great-grandfather,  Thomas  Smi- 
ley, was  a Revolutionary  soldier.  Her  grand- 
father, David  Smiley,  was  among  the  first  settlers 
of  Monroe  county,  and  her  parents,  William  and 
Susan  (Fowler)  Smiley,  were  both  natives  of  the 
county.  She  was  the  eldest  of  three  children ; the 
others,  Franklin  and  Alexander,  died  in  childhood. 

* SIAION  BONSER.  Among  the  self-made 
men  of  Alonroe  county — men  who  have  accumu- 
lated a comfortable  competence  through  their  own 
energy  and  thrift — may  be  numbered  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  He  now 
makes  his  home  in  Ross  township,  where  he  is 
meeting  with  well-merited  success  in  the  operation 
of  his  farm  and  steam  sawmill. 

A native  of  Alonroe  county,  Mr.  Bonser  was 
born  February  20,  1849,  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, and  is  a son  of  George  and  Lydia  (Frantz) 
Bonser,  natives  of  Chestnut  Hill  and  Ross  town- 
ships, respectively.  Both  died  on  a farm  ad- 
joining our  subject’s,  in  the  latter  township,  the 
father  on  February  4,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years,  the  mother  on  January  1,  1884,  at  the 


age  of  sixty-two ; the  former  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Ross  township,  the  latter  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship. Both  were  earnest  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Bon- 
ser was  a Democrat.  He  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  his  community,  and  served  as 
school  director  for  some  time.  In  his  family  were 
seven  children : James  and  Henry,  both  farmers 

of  Ross  township;  Simon,  our  subject;  John  and 
Freeman,  both  deceased;  William,  a farmer  of  Ross 
township ; and  Amanda,  wife  of  Oliver  Dardt,  who 
is  employed  in  the  slate  mines  of  Northampton 
count)-.  Mr.  Bonser’s  grandfather  was  John  Bon- 
ser, and  his  maternal  grandparents  were  Afichael 
and  Susannah  (Burger)  Frantz, of  Monroe  county. 

During  his  early  life  Simon  Bonser  assisted 
in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  and  attended  the 
local  schools,  remaining  with  his  parents  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  learning  the 
carpenter’s  trade  with  John  Maches.  After  serv- 
ing one  year’s  apprenticeship,  he  then  worked  as  a 
journeyman  in  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  for  one 
year,  after  which  he  embarked  in  contracting  and 
building  on  his  own  account,  carrying  it  on  quite 
successfully  in  connection  with  farming  until  1895. 
In  1884  he  purchased  his  present  farm  in  Ross 
township,  Alonroe  county,  to  which  he  removed 
from  the  old  homestead,  and  which  he  has  placed 
under  excellent  cultivation.  In  March,  1895,  he 
bought  a sawmill  of  25-horse  power  from  John 
Fabel.  and  has  since  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber,  together  with  his  farming  operations. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Reformed  Church,  and 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 

In  Alarch,  1880,  Mr.  Bonser  was  married  in 
Hamilton  township,  Alonroe  county,  to  Miss  Su- 
sannah Serfass,  by  whom  he  has  ten  children : 
William  J.,  Alary  L.,  Augusta  E.,  Emma  R.,  Nettie 
L.,  Alice  AT,  Howard  F.,  Jennie  M.,  Raymond  C. 
and  Eva  F.  Airs.  Bonser  was  born  in  Northamp- 
ton county,  Penn.,  and  is  a daughter  of  Peter  D. 
and  Alary  (Smith)  Serfass.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Northampton  county,  June  25,  1813,  and  died 
A-'Iarch  20,  1857 ; her  mother  was  born  in  Alonroe 
county,  August  7,  1820,  and  died  September  21, 
t 853,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Jersey, 
Penn.  They  were  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  in  political  sentiment  Air.  Serfass  was 
a Democrat.  Their  children  were : William  H., 

a mail  agent,  of  Ross  township ; Ploward  S.,  de- 
ceased ; Mary  L.,  who  wedded  William  Gordon, 
and  resides  in  Lambertsville,  N.  J. ; and  Susannah, 
wife  of  our  subject.  Her  maternal  grandparents 
were  Alexander  and  Susannah  Smith. 

JACOB  B.  VAN  TASSELL,  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  business  men  of  Afilford,  Pike  county, 
has  made  his  way  to  success  through  his  own  efforts, 
and  is  justly  respected  for  his  industry,  thrift  and 
sound  judgment. 

Air.  Van  Tassell  was  born  Alarch  3,  1855,  at 
Andover,  N.  J.,  a son  of  Jacob  H.  and  Catherine 
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(Pollard)  Van  Tassell,  the  former  of  whom,  who 
was  a blacksmith  by  occupation,  was  born  Sqpten 


ber  1826,  at  Pompton,  N.  J..  and  died  Novem- 
ber 18  at  Newton.  N.  J..  his  remains  being  in- 
terred at  Andover.  His  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
married  Mav  7 1842,  at  Ihicksheer  \ alley,  A.  J., 
continued  to' reside  at  Newton  until  '«</’■  when  she 
came  to  Milford  to  make  her  home  with  our  subject. 
This  worthy  couple  had  a large  faun  y of  children 
as  follows : Charles,  who  married  Elizabeth  \ an- 
Arden,  and  was  accidentally  killed  through  being 
thrown  from  a hay  wagon  by  the  limb  of  a tree ; 
William  1 1.,  who  married  Mary  1 lyler,  and  resides  in 
Stanhope,  N.  J.,  where  he  is  employed  as  foreman 
of  a furnace;  Vmanda,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty two;  Richard  1 deceased),  who  married  Amelia 
Stites;  Eliza  (deceased),  who  married  George  Gun- 
lap;  Jacob  I!.,  our  subject;  Jennie,  who  died  at  the 

of  twenty;  George,  who  died  at  twenty-one; 
Susan,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  and  one-half 
years ; and  Johnnie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
months. 

Mrs.  Catherine  (Pollard)  Van  Tassell  was  born 
August  7,  1822,  in  1 tuck  sheer  Valley,  Monis  Co., 
N.  J.,  a daughter  of  naron  and  Catherine  (Walton) 
Pollard,  well-known  residents  of  Mt.  Hope,  N.  J., 
where  her  father  was  engaged  in  business  as  a 
cooper.  They  had  the  following  children ; Harriet, 
Susan,  Jacob,  Catherine,  Sarah,  Alary,  all  now  de- 
ceased but  Catherine  and  Sarah. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  during  the  last  year 
of  that  time  he  worked  in  a shoe  factory.  He  then 
went  to  Suceasunna,  X.  J..  where  he  worked 
three  years  in  John  X.  Young’s  livery  stable.  Later 
he  came  to  this  section,  and  after  working  a year 
and  a half  as  hostler  and  bar  tender  at  the  “Half 
Way  House”  in  Pike  county,  he  located  at  Milford. 
For  six  months  he  was  engaged  in  the  milk  business 
on  his  own  account,  running  one  wagon,  and  on  sell- 
ing out  he  entered  the  employ  of  George  Horton, 
a liveryman  at  Alilford,  with  whom  he  remained  a 
year  and  a half.  The  next  three  years  he  spent  in 
managing  two  farms  in  Alilford  township  owned 
by  Col.  Augustus  Page,  and  for  seven  years  he  was 
employed  by  the  month  to  manage  a farm  near 
Alilford  village  for  Col.  Lewis.  Since  that  time  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  livery  business  at  his  present 
place,  and  he  has  built  up  a large  and  profitable 
trade.  He  has  a fine  stock  of  horses  and  carriages, 
and  in  addition  to  his  regular  business  he  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  carting  and  teaming.  Politic- 
ally he  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  not  taken  active 


part  in  public  affairs.  He  and  his  family  are  much 
esteemed  socially,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  K.  of 
H.  at  Port  Jervis. 

( )n  July  16,  1877,  Mr  Van  Tassell  was  married 
at  Alilford  to  Aliss  Pernina  Robinson,  and  three  chil- 
dren brighten  the  home:  Lillie  AL,  Mamie  P.  and 
V illiam  J.  Mrs.  \ an  Tassell  is  a native  of  Aforris 
county,  N.  J.,  and  is  descended  from  honored  pio- 
ncci  ancestn . Pier  grandparents,  Benjamin  and 


Alargaretta  Robinson,  were  lifelong  residents  of 
that  "locality,  and  her  grandfather  followed  farming 
there.  They  had  five  children:  Joel,  who  resides 
at  Cokesburg,  N.  J. ; John  ; Philip  comes  next ; Alary 
A.,  wife  of  Peter  Ely  ; and  William,  deceased.  John 
Robinson,  Airs.  Van  Tassell’s  father,  passed  his  life 
in  Aforris  county,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  for 
mam  years.  As  a citizen  he  was  greatly  respected, 
and  at  times  held  local  office.  He  died  January  6, 
1892,  aged  seventy-seven,  and  his  wife,  Clarissa  A. 
(Johnson),  died  December  29,  1898,  also  aged  sev- 
enty-seven. She  was  a daughter  of  John  and  Annie 
Johnson,  farmers  of  Morris  county,  and  was  the 
eldest  in  a family  of  six  children,  the  others  being: 
Alassa,  Nancy,  Mary,  William,  and  Andrew  J.  To 
John  and  Clarissa  A.  Robinson  the  following  chil- 
dren were  born:  James  (deceased),  who  married 
Catherine  Bess ; Andrew  J.,  a resident  of  Flanders, 
X.  J.,  who  married  Amanda  Lake;  Mary  H.,  wife 
of  Daniel  Hopler,  a farmer  in  Middle  Valley,  N.  J. ; 
Margaret  A.,  wife  of  John  Mooney,  a farmer  at 
Budd’s  Lake,  N.  J. ; Pernina,  wife  of  our  subject; 
William  O'.,  a farmer  at  Mt.  Schooley,  N.  J.,  who 
married  (first)  Cora  Conrad,  and  (second)  Eliza- 
beth Wright;  and  George  H.,  a stationary  engineer 
in  Livonia  Station,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Angeline 
Seals. 

JOSEPH  M.  KERR,  a leading  druggist  of 
Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  is  related  to  some  of 
the  oldest  and  most  highly-esteemed  families  of  that 
section,  and  in  his  successful  career  has  shown  that 
he  possesses  in  full  measure  the  sterling  qualities 
of  character  which  distinguished  his  pioneer  an- 
cestors. 

The  Kerr  family  originated  in  Scotland,  the 
first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America  being  Joseph 
Kerr,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  who  was  born  in 
Scotland  in  1793,  went  in  boyhood  to  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  in  1811,  came 
to  this  country.  For  a time  he  was  employed  in 
Philadelphia  as  a salesman,  thence  going  to  New 
Jersey,  where  he  was  engaged  in  a slate  quarry  as 
superintendent.  Later  he  removed  to  Stroudsburg, 
and  there  spent  his  remaining  days,  retiring  a number 
of  years  before  his  death.  He  married  Ellen  DePuy 
Stroud,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (DePuy) 
Stroud,  and  granddaughter  of  Col.  Jacob  Stroud, 
the  founder  of  Stroudsburg,  of  whom  an  account  ap- 
pears elsewhere.  The  following  children  were  born 
of  this  union:  Eliza,  Rachel  (who  died  in  1834), 
Ann,  George,  James,  Alary  AL,  Ellen  AL,  Rachel 
D.,  Sallie  (born  February  22,  1836,  who  married 
W.  E.  Little,  an  attorney  of  Wyoming  county), 
and  Emma.  Joseph  Kerr  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  by  industry  and  good  management  he  suc- 
ceeded in  accumulating  a handsome  property ; he 
once  owned  several  acres  now  included  in  the 
city  of  Chicago.  Taking  an  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  active  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party,  he  was  prominent  in  political  circles,  and  held 
many  local  offices,  serving  also  as  member  of  tile- 
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State  Legislature.  ' He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  and  one  of  the  first  elders  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Stroudsburg,  and  always  contributed 
liberally  toward  its  support. 

James  Kerr,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
April  17,  1827,  and  died  June  17,  1890.  He  was 
reared  in  Stroudsburg,  and  prepared  for  college  at 
Dr.  Van  Devee’s  school,  Easton,  Penn.,  fitting  him- 
self for  the  law  ; but  the  care  of  the  estate  left  by  his 
father  occupied  his  attention  until  1887,  when  he 
retired  from  business.  Pie  inherited  part  of  the  old 
homestead,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  an 
excellent  citizen,  and  though  no  aspirant  for  polit- 
ical preferment  he  was  chosen  to  several  local  po- 
sitions of  trust ; like  his  father,  he  was  a Democrat 
in  sentiment.  For  many  years  he  was  active  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  elder.  He 
did  not  belong  to  any  secret  order.  In  1859  James 
Kerr  married  Miss  Catherine  Coolbaugh,  who  was 
born  November  it,  1837,  and  now  resides  in 
Stroudsburg.  She  belongs  to  a well-known  pioneer 
familv,  being  a granddaughter  of  John  Coolbaugh, 
who  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  taking 
part  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  first  Masonic  lodge  in  Monroe 
county,  Zebulon  Lodge  No.  179,  of  Coolbaugh,  then 
in  Pike  county,  which  was  organized  in  1821,  in  the 
old  Coolbaugh  homestead,  and  was  the  first  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  same.  Moses  Coolbaugh,  Mrs. 
Kerr's  father,  was  born  in  the  old  family  home- 
stead in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  became  a substantial  and  prosperous  citi- 
zen. He  married  Miss  Mary  Nice,  and  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  William  F.,  now  deceased,  was  a 
banker  in  Chicago;  Amzi,  now  deceased  was  an 
honored  resident  of  Monroe  county ; George  is 
deceased;  M.  Frank  is  a farmer  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship ; Mrs.  Catherine  Kerr  is  the  mother  of  our 
subject;  Mrs.  Lydia  Peters  resides  in  Somerville, 
N.  J. ; Eloner  is  the  wife  of  E.  Freeman,  of  Mont 
Clair,  N.  J. ; Susan,  Mary  and  Hannah  all  died 
unmarried.  To  James  and  Catherine  Kerr  two  chil- 
dren were  born,  our  subject  being  the  younger. 
Frank  C.,born  March  1,  i860, attended  the  schools  of 
Stroudsburg,  and  then  took  a course  in  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Pharmacy.  On  returning  home 
he  engaged  in  business  as  a druggist,  continuing 
successfully  until  his  death,  which  occurred  No- 
vember 20,  1890.  During  his  brief  business  career 
he  gained  an  enviable  reputation,  and  he  was  con- 
nected for  some  time  with  the  Phoenix  Fire  Com- 
pany. He  was  popular  socially,  being  actively 
identified  with  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Young 
Men’s  Social  League,  and  from  an  early  age  he 
was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Joseph  M.  Kerr  was  born  February  5,  1865, 
and  his  education  was  begun  in  the  Monroe  Col- 
legiate Institute,  of  Stroudsburg.  Having  decid- 
ed upon  the  drug  business  as  his  calling,  he  took 
a course  in  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmaev, 

and  later  attended  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
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University  of  New  York,  New  York  City  ; but  while 
there  his  brother  died,  and  he  was  compelled  to  return 
home  and  take  charge  of  the  business.  Young  as  he 
was,  he  displayed  ability,  and  under  his  judicious 
management  the  business  has  steadily  increased.  In 
1894  lie  married  Miss  Lelia  M.  Michaels,  who  was 
born  May  1,  1871,  and  both  are  popular  in  the  best 
social  circles  of  their  locality.  Mr.  Kerr  is  an  act- 
ive worker  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  being  a Past 
Master  of  Barger  Lodge  No.  325  at  Stroudsburg,  a 
Past  High  Priest  of  Monroe  Chapter  No.  281,  and  a 
member  of  Hugh  De  Payne  Commandery  No.  19,  K. 
T.  at  Easton,  which  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  finest 
Commanderies  in  the  world.  Seventy-seven  years 
after  his  great-grandfather  Coolbaugh  helped  to 
organize  the  first  Blue  Lodge  (of  which  he  was  the 
first  Worshipful  Master),  our  subject  helped  to 
organize  the  first  Chapter,  of  which  he  became  the 
first  High  Priest,  and  lie  is  still  serving  as  such. 
Mr.  Kerr  is  independent  politically. 

ELIAS  D.  HUFFMAN,  of  Marshall’s  Creek, 
Monroe  county,  is  widely  known  in  and  about  the 
eastern  part  of  Monroe  county  as  one  of  the  most 
active  business  men  of  this  region,  his  varied  in- 
terests in  the  hotel,  mercantile  and  milling  lines 
bringing  him  in  contact  with  people  from  all  over 
the  surrounding  country.  He  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  the  community,  prominent  in  com- 
mercial and  public  affairs,  and  popular  among  his 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  he  be- 
longs to  a family  whose  members  have  been  leading 
citizens  of  Smithfield  township  for  many  years! 

Mr.  Huffman  was  born  in  August,  1841,  in 
Middle  Smithfield,  and  is  a grandson  of  John  and 
Mary  Huffman,  natives  of  Bucks  county,  this  State, 
who  migrated  to  Monroe  county  during  the  pioneer 
days  and  settled  on  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Middle 
Smithfield,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  John  Huffman  had  his  full  share  of  the 
trying  experiences  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  aver- 
age pioneer,  but  he  succeeded  by  hard  labor  in  clear- 
ing out  a good  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  lie 
became  one  of.  the  well-known  citizens  of  his  day 
in  the  township.  He  erected  a sawmill  on  his  prop- 
erty, and  in  addition  to  his  agricultural  work  was 
for  many  years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lum- 
ber. He  was  killed  in  1876  while  crossing  the  Dela- 
ware. Lackawanna  & W estern  tracks  in  his  carriage  ; 
his  wife  passed  away  a few  years  previously.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  we 
have  mention  of  Samuel  (the  father  of  our  subject), 
John,  Frederick,  Levi,  Joseph,  Maria  (Mrs.  Abram 
Halterman) , Polly  (Mrs.  John  Frutchey,  of  Middle 
Smithfield),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Possinger,  of  Brad- 
foid,  Penn.),  and  Susan  (Mrs.  E.  G.  Mosier,  of 
Middle  Smithfield). 

Samuel  Huffman  was  born  in  1815  in  Bucks 
ccunty,  Penn.,  and  when  a boy  came  with  his  parents 
to  Monroe  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
was  married  in  Middle  Smithfield  township  to  Miss 
Susan  Dietrick,  who  was  born  in  1817  in  Smith- 
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field,  of  which  town  her  parents,  Elias  and  Mary  E. 
Dietrich  were  early  and  prominent  residents,  and 
shortly  afterward  lie  purchased  a tract  of  new  land 
in  Middle  Smithfield,  where  he  made  a permanent 
home.  Mr.  Huffman  was  for  the  most  part  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  lie  cleared  out  a good- 
sized  farm,  on  which  he  made  general  improvements, 
erected  good  buildings,  etc.,  meeting  with  steady 
success  in  all  his  undertakings  as  a result  of  industry 
arid  economical  management.  He  died  in  1863. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Huffman  were  born  three 
children:  Elias  D.,  Mary  and  William.  Mary  was 
born  in  I December,  1843, on  the  home  farm  in  Middle 
Smithfield,  received  a good  education  in  the  public 
schools-,  and  after  the  death  of  her  father  removed 
with  her  mother  to  Marshall’s  .Creek,  where  she 
passed  away  in  1893;  she  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  was  widely  mourned 
by  her  friends  and  neighbors  here  and  about  her  old 
home,  to  all  of  whom  she  was  known  as  a worthy 
Christian  woman.  William  was  born  in  November, 
1845,  on  the  home  farm,  grew  to  manhood  there, 
and  died  in  1866. 

Elias  D.  Huffman  was  reared  on  the  home  place 
in  Middle  Smithfield,  acquired  a good  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  neighboring  public  schools  and  re- 
mained on  the  old  home  farm  until  about  five  years 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  and  his  mother 
sold  the  property  and  purchased  a half-interest  in 
the  gristmill  and  store  property  and  goods  of  Will- 
iam Peters,  at  Marshall’s  Creek,  where  they  took 
up  their  residence.  Our  subject  invested  about 
$2,oc5o  in  this  business,  which  he  took  hold  of  in 
January,  1867,  and  he  has  since  continued  it,  on 
a constantly  increasing  scale,  until  he  now  has  ex- 
tensive interests  all  over  the  county,  as  both  a mer- 
chant and  miller.  In  1877  he  built  the  large  hotel 
on  his  property,  which  he  has  since  conducted  with 
such  gratifying  success,  he  and  his  competent  wife 
seeing  to  the  comfort  and  entertainment  of  their 
many  guests  in  a truly  hospitable  and  friendly  man- 
ner, a fact  which  is  responsible  for  the  large  patron- 
age they  have  received  as  much  as  the  excellent 
management  in  other  directions.  In  addition  to 
the  duties  which  his  different  business  enterprises 
have  brought  Mr.  Huffman  has  for  a number  of 
years  filled  the  office  of  postmaster  at  Marshall’s 
Creek,  to  which  he  'was  first  appointed  in  1866. 
He  held  the  position  for  ten  years,  and  in  1898  he 
was  again  appointed,  serving  at  the  present  writ- 
ing. 

Mr.  Huffman  . has  been  remarkably  successful 
in  all  his  ventures, ‘but  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  he 
has  merited  all  the  good  fortune  which  has  come 
to  him,  for  he  has  worked  incessantly  to  keep  his 
affairs  in  smooth  condition  and  give  proper  attention 
to  the  numerous  details  of  his  various  concerns. 
He  has  proved  himself  equally  capable  as  hotel- 
keeper, miller,  merchant  and  public  servant,  and  he 
has  also  managed  his  large  farm  in  Middle  Smith- 
held,  which  yields  him  a good  income.  He  has 
taken  the  interest  which  ever}-  public-spirited  citi- 


zen should  feel  in  the  promotion  of  different  pro- 
jects for  advancement  in  the  locality,  encourag- 
ing every  such  movement  both  with  his  means  and 
influence.  He  is  one  of  the  stockholders  in  the 
local  telephone  company,  and  is  at  present  serving 
as  one  of  the  directors  and  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  same. 

In  November,  1866,  Mr.  Huffman  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Sarah  Smith,  prominent  residents  of 
Smithfield,  and  the  young  couple  came  to  the  home 
in  Marshall’s  Creek  which  they  have  since  occupied. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  eight  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters:  (1)  Laura,  born  in 
November,  1867,  is  at  home  with  her  parents.  (2) 
Harvey,  born  in  May,  1869,  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  schools,  attended  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Ivutztown,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1892,  went  to  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  later  studied  law  under  J.  B.  Storm.  He 
is  now  one  of  the  leading  young  practitioners  of 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  has  gained  considerable  pop- 
ularity for  his  cleverness  and  scholarly  attainments, 
and  made  many  friends  among  his  business  asso- 
ciates ; he  now  holds  the  position  of  commissioner’s 
clerk,  which  he  is  filling  with  faithfulness  and 
ability.  (3)  Eleithea,  born  in  June,  1871,  is  a well- 
educated,  intelligent  young  lady,  and  is  at  present 
in  charge  of  her  father’s  store.  (4)  Jay,  born  in 
October,  1874,  received  a good  education,  finishing 
in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Stroudsburg,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  the  livery  business.  (5)  Norman, 
born  in  January,  1877,  has  been  a student  in  the 
East  Stroudsburg  Normal  School,  and  is  now  at 
the  Normal  at  Ivutztown.  (6)  Flora,  born  in 
March,  1878,  received  her  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal 
School  above  mentioned ; she  is  living  at  home.  (7) 
Melvin  IT.,  born  in  September,  1880,  is  a student 
at  the  same  school.  (8)  Francis,  born  in  February, 
1885.  As  will  be  seen  all  the  children  have  been 
given  good  educational  advantages,  which  they  have 
not  failed  to  appreciate,  and  they  are  a credit  to  the 
parents  who  have  reared  them,  taking  their  place 
among  the  useful  and  active  members  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  reside  and  forming  a home 
circle  noted  for  brightness  and  geniality.  In  re- 
ligious connection  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huffman  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Smithfield.  Mr. 
Huffman  is  an  Odd  Fellow  fraternally,  and  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  Mountain  Home  Lodge  No. 
684.  In  political  faith  he  is  a loyal  Democrat. 

JESSUP  BROOKS,  one  of  the  substantial  men 
of  Wayne  county,  a farmer  widely  and  favorably 
known,  and  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  an  ancestry  whose  descendants  through 
the  several  generations  of  a hundred  years  have  been 
closely  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Wayne  county. 

Born  April  24,  1843,  011  the  Brooks  homestead 
on  the  present  site  of  Varden,  in  South  Canaan 
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township,  Mr.  Brooks  is  the  son  of  Cortland  and 
Lucinda  (Swingle)  Brooks.  Cortland  Brooks  was 
a native  of  New  York  City,  born  March  13,  1814. 
His  parents  dying  when  he  was  but  a child,  he  knew 
little  of  his  ancestry.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  was 
bound  out  to  a Quaker  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  to 
learn  the  wheelwright’s  trade,  the  term  of  the  ap- 
prenticeship being'  seven  years.  He  completed  his 
trade  in  1835,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
came  to  South  Canaan  township,  locating  on  the 
North  and  South  turnpike  of  that  locality.  After 
following  his  trade  some  five  years  he  began  farm- 
ing, purchasing  thirty  acres  of  land  on  which  were 
an  old  house  and  rude  barn,  paying  $300  for  the 
property.  On  beginning  life  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship his  capital  was  only  fifty  cents,  but  he  had 
health  and  a good  trade,  and  was  possessed  of  that 
hope  which  inspires  youth,  so  he  applied  himself 
with  a will  to  do  and  to  succeed.  Year  by  year  he 
added  to  his  lands  and  made  improvements,  until 
he  possessed  some  400  acres,  a part  of  which  is  the 
150  acres  on  which  our  subject  now  resides,  then 
partially  covered  with  hemlock,  and  for  which  he 
paid  one  dollar  per  acre.  He  lived,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a few  years  on  first  coming  to  Wayne 
county,  on  the  farm  where  his  son  Adam  H.  now  re- 
sides, throughout  his  lifetime  engaged  in  farming. 
He  was  a member  of  the  M.  P.  Church.  Politically 
he  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  held 
different  local  offices.  He  died  in  January,  1878, 
and  his  taking  away  was  regarded  as  the  loss  of  a 
good  man  and  citizen  by  the  community. 

On  January  15,  1837,  Cortland  Brooks  was 
married  to  Lucinda  Swingle,  who  survives,  mak- 
ing her  home  on  the  old  place  with  her  son  Adam 
PI.  She  was  born  in  South  Canaan  township,  May 
5,  1817,  a daughter  of  John  and  Sally  (Wagner) 
Swingle,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  South  Ca- 
naan township,  where  they  passed  their  useful  lives, 
dying  January  3,  1833,  and  November  14,  1874,  aged 
sixty-eight  and  eighty-eight  years,  respectively. 
John  Swingle  was  engaged  in  farming  throughout 
life,  and  was  a man  of  excellent  character ; he  was 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  To  John  and 
Sally  (Wagner)  Swingle  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows : Otho,  formerly  of  South  Canaan  township, 
married  (first)  Lavina  Mecham  and  (second)  Mar- 
garet Hathaway;  all  are  now  deceased.  Catharine 
married  Joseph  Woodward;  both  are  deceased. 
Polly  married  Isaac  Seely ; both  are  now  deceased. 
Elizabeth  married  James  Robinson ; both  are  de- 
ceased. Adam,  now  deceased,  married  (first)  Ma- 
haley  Thorp,  and  after  her  death  Lucinda  Schumard, 
who  is  still  living.  Samuel  married  Elizabeth 
Curtis ; both  are  now  deceased.  Lucinda  is  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  Barbara  married  Samuel 
Leland.  Sally  A.  married  Amos  Spangenburg; 
both, are  now  deceased.  Andrew  married  (first) 
Abigail  Sharp,  and  (second)  Caroline  Cortright. 
Janies  married  Clarissa  Sharp.  Frederick  and  Syl- 
vester died  when  young.  The  others  died  in  in- 
fancy. John  Swingle,  the  father  of  this  large  fam- 


ily, was  the  son  of  John  Swingle  by  his  first  wife, 
Catherine  (Moore).  John  Swingle  (1)  was  the  son 
of  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  from  whom  sprang  the 
Swingles  of  Wayne  county.  He  came  from 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  about  1784.  Mrs.  Sally 
(Wagner)  Swingle  was  the  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Mary  (Wheatcraft)  Wagner,  who  came  from  Mary- 
land and  located  in  South  Canaan  township,  first 
moving  into  a sugar  house,  built  of  logs  and  cov- 
ered with  bark,  located  on  what  in  after  years  was 
the  Edgar  Wells  farm.  Their  children  were:  Re- 
becca married  Joseph  Jaggars;  Sally  married  John 
Swingle ; Otho  married  Margaret  Eust'in ; Rachel 
married  Samuel  Shaffer;  and  John.  Adam  ^Vagner 
died  in  1793. 

To  the  marriage  of  Cortland  and  Lucinda 
(Swingle)  Brooks  came  children  as  follows:  An- 
drew, born  March  30,  1838,  is  mentioned  below. 
Sarah,  born  October  23,  1840,  married  Abraham 
Hafler,  a farmer  of  Lake  township.  Jessup,  our 
subject,  is  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township. 
•Cortland,  born  February  5,  1845,  married  Theresa 
Curtis,  and  is  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township. 
John,  born  February  3,  1847,  married  (first)  Eliza- 
beth Swingle,  and  (second)  Armena  Swingle;  he 
is  a carpenter  and  mason  by  trade,  and  resides  at 
Scranton.  Elizabeth,  born  February  17,  1849,  mar- 
ried Peter  Mains,  a lumberman  of  Wilsonville. 
Mary,  born  February  16,  1851,  married  Richard 
Enslin,  a farmer  of  Lake  township.  Samuel,  born 
October  8,  1852,  married  Alida  Freeman ; he  is  a 
farmer  of  South  Canaan.  Ida,  born  October  23, 
1855,  married  (first)  John  Glenn,  and  (second) 
James  Mostelerr,  a glass-blower  of  Scranton,  Penn. 
Adam  PL,  born  July  22,  1857,  married  Emma  F. 
Treslar,  and  resides  on  the  homestead. 

Andrew  Brooks  served  as  a Union  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  enlisting  first  in  September,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany B,  3rd  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteers.  In 
1 863,  he  re-enlisted,  in  Company  D,  54th  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Infantry,  and  was  discharged  July  15,  1865, 
after  a continuous  service  of  nearly  four  years.  He 
participated  in  the  hard  services  of  his  regiment,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  following  battles ; the  seven- 
days’  battles  before  Richmond,  in  June,  1862;  the 
second  Bull  Run ; South  Mountain  and  Antietam, 
September,  1862;  Snicker’s  Gap;  Berryville ; Win- 
chester; Fredericksburg;  Lynchburg;  Cloyd  Moun- 
tain; Fort  Gregg;  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Farm- 
ville  the  5th  of  April,  three  days  before  Lee’s  sur- 
render. He  married  Ellen  Glenn,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming. 

Jessup  Brooks  was  reared  on  the  Brooks  home- 
stead, and  had  the  benefit  of  the  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. Pie  remained  at  home  until  his  enlist- 
ment in  the  United  States  service,  in  the  Civil  war 
on  February  26,  1864,  for  three  years,  in  Battery 
A,  2nd  Pennsylvania  Pleavy  Artillery,  at  first  under 
Capt.  Seabold,  and  later  under  Capt.  P>.  F.  Everett. 
During  that  memorable  closing  year  of  the  war  he 
bore  an  honorable  part,  sharing  the  fate  of  his  com- 
pany. He  fought  at  the  Wilderness  May  5 and  8, 
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; Spottsvlvania  Court  House,  -May  12  to  20, 
North  Anna  River.  May  22;  Bethcsda  Church,  May 
^1  ; Cold  Harbor,  June  1 to  12;  and  was  at  the  siege 
of  Petersburg  for  seventy-one  days  from  June  it), 
was  at  the  W eldon  Railroad  August  19;  and  at  the 
Mine  Explosion  July  30,  1864;  at  Fort  Harrison 
October  28-29,  and  at  Fort  Fisher  in  February, 
1865.  Fortunately  he  escaped  being  wounded  or 
sick  during  his  term  of  service.  1 le  was  honorably 
discharged  January  29,  1866,  at  City  Point,  V irginia. 

Qu  his  return  home  Mr.  Brooks  worked  tlnee 
months  for  his  father,  and  then  worked  one  year 
in  the  woods,  lumbering  for  Jerry  I reslar,  receiv- 
ing for  services  thirty-two  dollars  per  month  and 
his  hoard.  After  this  experience  he  decided  to  work 
for  himself,  and  purchased  of  his  father  the  farm 
lie  now  owns  and  has  since  occupied,  paying  $4,800 
for  it.  The  tract  then  was  covered  with  a fine 
growth  of  hemlock  timber,  most  of  which  has  since 
been  cleared  and  marketed.  Like  his  ancestors, 
Mr.  Ilrooks  has  proven  himself  an  excellent  man 
and  worthy  citizen.  He  has  identified  himself  with 
such  measures  as  have  aided  in  the  development  of 
his  native  county,  and  has  by  his  thrift  and  good 
management  become  well-to-do.  Politically  he  is 
a Republican,  and  has  served  his  party  well  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty  at  the  polls  and  in  uphold- 
ing its  principles.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has 
been  one  of  the  board  of  school  directors  of  his 
township.  He  is  a member  of  Post  No.  534,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Gravity.  On  October  6,  1867,  Mr.  Brooks 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Susan  (Jaggars) 
Rockwell,  who  bore  him  children  as  follows : Cort- 
land C.,  born  October  28,  1868,  assists  his  father 
on  the  farm.  Mary  L.,  born  July  30,  1876,  was  mar- 
ried October  18,  1899,  to  Norman  Burleigh,  a farmer 
of  South  Canaan.  Charles  A.  was  born  July  15, 
1883.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  born  April 
16,  1846,  in  South  Canaan  township,  daughter  of 
Abraham  and  Mary  (Shaffer)  Jaggars,  of  that 
township,  both  members  of  old  families  of  this  lo- 
cality. Daniel  Jaggars,  Mrs.  Brook’s  great-grand- 
father, came  from  Philadelphia  to  Wayne  county 
in  1807,  in  company  with  his  son  Joseph,  the  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Brooks,  who  was  born  in  Philadel- 
phia. Joseph  Jaggars  married  Rebecca  Wagner, 
daughter  of  Adam  Wagner,  a native  of  Maryland, 
who  came  to  Wayne  county  in  1783,  and  died  in 
1793.  Abraham  Jaggars,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
October  5,  1817,  in  South  Canaan  township.  In 
August,  1842,  he  married  Mary  Shaffer,  and  to  them 
were  born  children  as  follows : Elizabeth  died  in 
infancy:  Susan  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Rebecca 
is  the  wife  of  Russell  Swingle;  Charles  D.  married 
Orphelia  Enslin  : Mary  L.  married  Phineas  Swingle; 
Abraham  F.  married  'Hattie  Tressler;  and  Jessie 
died  in  childhood.  The  father  of  this  family  died 
May  14,  t86o,  aged  forty-two  years.  The  mother, 
who  is  yet  living  and  resides  with  her  son  Abraham, 
was  born  in  South  Canaan  township,  June  10,  1823, 
and  is  a descendant  of  John  Shatter,  who  came  from 
Germany  in  Colonial  times.  FIc  served  as  a soldier 


in  the  Continental  army  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. For  a time  he  resided  in  New  York  State, 
where  he  married  Miss  Forbes,  and  in  1873  he  set- 
tled in  Wayne  county.  Moses  Shaffer,  the  second 
son  of  the  emigrant,  married  Mary  Swingle,  and 
of  their  children  Mary  Shaffer  became  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Jessup  Brooks.  [Further  data  concerning 
the  intermarriages  and  descendants  of  these  old  fam- 
ilies of  Wayne  county  are  given  elsewhere.] 

Susan  Jaggars  first  married  Joseph  C.  Rockwell, 
who  as  a patriot  during  the  Civil  war  sacrificed  his 
life  for  his  country.  He  enlisted  in  the  Union  army 
at  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  becoming  a member  of  Bat- 
tery F,  Sixth  Regiment  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
and  on  May  19,  1864,  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  Va.,  received  a wound  from  which 
he  died  June  10  following,  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  at 
the  early  age  of  twenty-three  years.  He  was  a brave 
and  gallant  soldier,  and  in  yielding  up  his  young  life 
on  the  battlefield  he  closed  an  honorable  service, 
leaving  a record  to  which  his  posterity  shall  ever 
refer  with  pride.  He  left  surviving  one  child, 
Rhoba,  born  October  3,  1863,  who  married  George 
Dersheimer,  a farmer  of  Lake  township,  Wayne 
county.  Mr.  Rockwell  was  a son  of  Hiram 
Rockwell,  a native  of  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  and 
grandson  of  William  Rockwell,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  but  at  an  early  day  settled  in 
Susquehanna  county.  Hiram  Rockwell  was  a. 
farmer,  an  active  worker  and  local  preacher  in  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  a good  man  and  citizen.  He 
married  Miss  Rebecca  Merrit,  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Rebecca  (Lanfer)  Merrit,  Connecticut  peo- 
ple who  settled  in  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

CONRAD  SWINGLE,  one  of  the  leading  ag- 
riculturists and  substantial  citizens  of  Lake  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  the  county,  a family  whose  nu- 
merous children  and  children’s  children  have  aided 
materially  in  developing  the  lands  of  Wayne  county, 
and  making  possible  the  high  state  of  its  cultivation 
of  to-day. 

Hans  Ulrich  Swingle, our  subject's  great-grand- 
father,prior  to  the  war  of  the  Revolution  came  to  this 
country  from  Switzerland,  and  settled  first  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1783  moving  to  what  sub- 
sequently became  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  He  bought  some  four  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  the  midst  of  an  unbroken  wilderness,  where 
he  built  a log  house  and  began  the  work  of  the 
pioneer.  His  wife,  who  was  formerly  Mary 
Shaffer,  bore  him  ten  children,  of  whom  Conrad, 
the  ninth  in  order  of  birth  and  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York 
in  1769,  and  on  reaching  manhood  wras  married 
to  Lucy  Bunton,  born  in  1774.  Among  their  chil- 
dren was  Samuel,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Samuel  Swingle  was  born  March  3,  1802,  on  a 
farm  in  South  Canaan  township.  He  was  reared 
amid  rural  scenes,  and  while  growing  up  received 
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such  schooling  as  the  times  and  surroundings  pre- 
sented to  the  neighborhood.  Reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  he  never  departed  therefrom,  remaining  a 
farmer  throughout  life.  He  was  a man  of  charac- 
ter and  worth  in  the  community,  exerting  an  influ- 
ence for  good.  He  married  Catherine  Cobb,  an 
amiable  and  estimable  woman  who  made  him  a good 
wife  and  their  children  a kind  and  indulgent  mother. 
She  was  born  April  26,  1812,  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship. In  1838  Samuel  Swingle  moved  from  the  old 
farm  to  one  located  in  what  is  now  Lake  township, 
where  the  family  resided  for  many  years  and  where 
the  father  died  August  27,  1888,  and  the  mother 
May  20,  of  the  same  year.  They  were  identified 
with  the  Christian  Church.  To  their  marriage 
came  children  as  follows:  Angeline,  born  June  4, 
1830,  died  August  30,  1831;  Robert,  born  July  7, 
1832,  married  Caroline  Fowler,  and  died  in  1893; 
Enos,  a farmer  of  Lake  Ariel,  was  born  March  27, 
1835,  and  married  the  late  Elizabeth  Fowler;  Ga- 
briel, born  September  10,  1837,  died  March  12, 
1845;  Jason,  born  December  11,  1839,  died  March 
7,  1845  ; Mary,  born  August  26,  1842,  makes  her 
home  with  our  subject;  James,  born  May  18,  1845, 
married  Adaline  Bell;  Dina,  born  September  23, 
1847,  now  deceased,  married  Jeremiah  Wilcox,  of 
Elmhurst,  Penn.;  Sarah,  born  December  n,  1851, 
died  April  19,  1895,  the  wife  of  William  J,  Ramble, 
farmer  and  operator  of  a sawmill  at  Avoy ; and  Con- 
rad is  our  subject. 

Conrad  Swingle  was  born  November  18,  1854, 
in  what  was  then  Salem  (now  Lake)  township,  on 
the  homestead  farm,  where  he  was  reared,  and  in 
the  neighborhood  schools  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
education  In  April,  1893,  he  moved  into  his  pres- 
ent elegant  residence  at  Lake  Ariel,  which  house 
he  built  and  had  just  then  completed.  He  has  over 
three  hundred  acres  of  land  and  farms  quite  ex- 
tensively, is  an  enterprising  and  public-spirited  man, 
possessing  intelligence  and  good  business  qualifica- 
tions, and  keeps  his  place  in  good  order.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Christian  Church,  and  politically 
is  an  Independent.  He  has  served  as  overseer  of  the 
poor  for  several  years. 

On  March  10,  1877,  in  Salem  township,  Mr. 
Swingle  was  married  to  Margaret  Edwards,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  P.  R.  Tower,  a 
minister  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  She  is  a most  es- 
timable woman,  bearing  the  respect  of  the  com- 
munity at  large.  Mrs.  Swingle  was  born  May  29, 
1859,  in  Salem  township,  a daughter  of  George  W. 
and  Eudora  (Snyder)  Edwards.  Her  ancestors 
were  from  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  her  great- 
grandfather, William  Edwards,  having  been  a 
farmer  in  Rhode  Island.  Her  grandparents, 
Thomas  J.  and  Eliza  (Carter)  Edwards,  the  latter 
originally  from  Connecticut,  came  in  1837  from 
Rhode  Island  to  Madisonville,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn., 
remaining  there  until  1853,  when  they  came  to 
Wayne  county,  settling  in  Salem  township ; they 
were  farming  people,  and  the  father  also  worked 
at  the  stone  mason's  trade.  He  took  quite  an  active 


part  in  politics,  and  for  years  served  as  a justice 
of  the  peace.  He  died  in  1883,  when  seventy-seven 
years  of  age,  and  his  wife  passed  away  three  years 
later,  at  the  same  age ; both  were  buried  in  a grave- 
yard which  he  had  set  apart  for  that  purpose  from 
his  farm.  Their  children  were  : Sarah  married  San- 
ford Wright;  both  are  now  deceased.  John  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Gilford,  and  died  in  Illinois.  Sarah 
J.  is  the  widow  of  Isaac  Safiford,  of  South  Washing- 
ton. George  W.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Swingle,  is 
referred  to  farther  on.  William,  a farmer  of  Lake 
township,  married  (first)  Catherine  McGraw,  and 
(second)  Lydia  Davis.  David,  'also  a farmer  of 
Lake  township,  married  Lucinda  Chapman.  Al- 
bert, a farmer  of  Lake  township,  married  Eleanor 
Glosinger.  Richard  married  Triphena  Goodridge ; 
both  are  deceased.  Joseph,  who  married  Laura 
Chapman,  was  killed  on  the  railroad.  Lucinna  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  Thomas  J.  married 
Augusta  Hedglin,  of  New  York. 

George  W.  Edwards,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Conrad 
Swingle,  is  a native  of  this  State,  born  in  Luzerne 
county.  He  was  reared  and  married  in  that  county, 
and  resided  there  until  1859,  in  that  year  bringing 
his  family  to  Wayne  county,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, and  is  at  this  time  one  of  the  county’s  sub- 
stantial men  and  farmers.  He  i-s-44entified  with  the 
Christian  Church,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a 
Prohibitionist.  He  has  been  twice  married,  the  first 
time  to  Eudora  Snyder,  born  August  4,  1837,  the 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Ann  M.  (West)  Snyder, 
who  bore  him  the  following  children : Sarah  E., 
born  June  18,  1851  (died  December  24,  1892),  mar- 
ried Fred  Abby,  a farmer  of  Salem  township.  Mar- 
garet E.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  John  N.,  a 
farmer  of  Canaan  township,  was  born  August  6, 
1861,  and  married  Margaret  S.  Swingle.  Rachel 
C.,  born  April  6,  1864,  married  Wyman  Knapp,  a 
fireman  on  the  railroad  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  Levi 
M.,  born  January  4,  1867,  died  in  1891.  Miles  S., 
born  February  27,  1869,  died  February  3,  1875. 
Milton  M.,  born  Tune  28,  1871,  died  December  22, 
1873.  Archie  C.,  born  December  7,  1874,  died  No- 
vember 12,  1876.  Edward  P.,  born  May  8,  1877, 
resides  with  his  brother,  J.  N.  Edwards,  at  Way- 
mart.  Enoch  O.,  born  February  17,  1879,  resides 
with  his  father.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
September  22,  1891,  and  was  buried  in  the  family 
burying  ground  at  Osgood.  The  father  was  married 
again  on  April  10,  1894,  this  time  to  Miss  Nettie 
Sadler,  a native  of  New  York  City,  born  June  15, 
1845,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Christina  (Landsiel) 
Sadler,  who  were  born  in  Germany.  The  father 
was  a tailor,  and  died  in  New  York,  in  January, 
1847,  and  Ike  mother  died  in  1852. 

WILLIAM  H.  GREGORY.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  one  of  the  active  and  prominent  young 
farmers  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county. 
From  a line  of  ancestors  he  has  inherited  traits 
which  among  his  forefathers  were  influential  in 
shaping  the  destinies  of  the  prosperous  region  in 
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which  he  now  resides.  Mr.  < ^ 

general  fanning,  and  lias  been  highly  successful 
ins  vocation.  He  was  born  in  Polk  township, 
Monroe  county,  November  8,  1862,  son  of  Nathan 
and  Catherine  (Hawk)  Gregory,  one  of  the  early 
and  most  important  citizens  of  Monroe . county. 

Nathan  Gregory,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  ill  1843.  He  was  reared  in  Monroe  county, 
and  was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife,  Catherine, 
who  died  in  1877,  his  four  children  were:  Mary  E., 
wife  of  Dr.  Allen  Gerhardt,  of  Allentown,  Penn.; 
William  H.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Emma  E.,  wife 
of  Edwin  Bonscr,  of  i’ittston,  Penn.;  and  George, 
a farmer  of  Polk  township,  who  is  married  to  Lizzie 
Bonser.  For  his  second  wife  Nathan  Gregory  mar- 
ried Christiann  Eckhardt,  and  by  that  marriage  his 
children  were  Edwin;  Amanda;  E.  Herbert;  Carrie 
(deceased);  Minnie;  and  Nathan.  The  father  is 
now  a retired  farmer  residing  in  Polk  township. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  He  has  filled  a number  of  local 
offices,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  influential 


residents  of  the  county. 

At  the  age  of  nine  years  William  H.  Gregory, 
our  subject,  became  a member  of  the  family  of  his 
grandfather  Reuben  Gregory,  who  served  as  treas- 
urer of  the  county,  and  was  a major  in  an  early  regi- 
ment of  militia ; by  occupation  he  was  a farmer,  but 
was  also  engaged  extensively  in  lumbering.  Will- 
iam PI.  acquired  a training  in  his  boyhood  which  has 
been  of  inestimable  service,  for  habits  of  industry, 
observation  and  studv  were  formed,  which  have  been 
influential  in  directing  the  course  of  the  enterprising 
young  farmer  into  successful  business  channels. 
He  was  married  September  29,  1885,  in  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  to  Miss  Emma  L.  Ivresge.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  union,  John  A.  and 
Howard  E.  Mrs.  Gregory  was  born  on  the  farm 
which  this  prosperous  family  now  occupies,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Timothy  Kresge,  a prominent  farmer 
of  Chestnut  Hill  township.  Mr.  Gregory  in  politics 
is  a Democrat,  in  religious  affiliations  a member  of 
the  Reformed  Church  of  which  he  is  now  a deacon. 
The  family  is  well  esteemed  among  a wide  circle  of 
social  acquaintances.  In  business  affairs  Mr. 
Gregory  has  won  a reputation  for  more  than  or- 
dinary ability,  and  his  genial  manners  have  made 
warm  friends  wherever  lie  is  known. 


STANLEY  H.  HINE,  one  of  the  energetic 
and  progressive  farmers  of  Preston  township, 
Wayne  county,  owns  and  operates  a valuable  farm  of 
263  acres,  formerly  known  as  the  old  Stevens  place. 
He  located  on  this  farm  in  1869,  and  has  made  it 
his  residence  ever  since,  devoting  his  attention  to 
its  improvement  and  cultivation  with  most  excellent 
results.  He  is  honored  and  respected  by  the  entire 
community,  where  he  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
most  wide-awake  farmers  and  model  citizens. 

Mr.  Hine  was  born  December  24,  1848,  on  the 
old  homestead  of  Merritt  Hine,  who  was  the  first 
settler  at  Hine’s  Corners,  and  his  parents,  Royal  and 


Sarah  (Johnson)  Hine,  were  representatives  of  hon- 
ored pioneer  families  of  Wayne  county.  The  father, 
born  March  19,  1827,  died  January  23,  1894;  the 
mother,  born  June  12,  1834,  died  August  19,  1895. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  twelve 
children,  the  others  being  Deniston  P.,  Adelaide  A., 
Lafayette,  Ira  W.,  Edwin,  Eva,  Ella  V.,  Bella,  Alba 
F.,  Julia  and  Clayton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hine  were 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Republican,  and  religiously  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  to  which 
his  wife  also  belonged.  Pie  instilled  into  the  minds 
of  his  sons  his  political  and  religious  principles,  to 
which  they  have  always  adhered. 

Stanley  H.  Hine  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  upon  the  home  farm  early  be- 
came familiar  with  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot 
of  the  agriculturist.  On  September  29,  1869,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Dyanthe  R.  Wood- 
mansee,  a daughter  of  Dire  and  Mary  A.  (Wooley) 
Woodmansee,  in  whose  family  were  four  children: 
Warner  (deceased)  ; Charles  Henry;  Caroline,  Mrs. 
Whipple,  of  Preston  township ; and  Mrs.  Hine.  The 
father  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy-two ; both 
were  earnest  and  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hine,  one 
daughter  is  living,  Blanche,  now  the  wife  of  Ernest 
Drake,  of  Hine’s  Corners;  there  is  also  an  adopted 
son,  Scott  Griffin.  During  the  terrible  diphtheria 
epidemic  that  made  so  many  homes  desolate  at 
Hine’s  Corners  some  years  ago  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hine 
lost  three  children,  Charles  W.,  Mabel,  and  Stella 
Ray,  the  last  named  an  adopted  daughter,  and  this 
sad  bereavement  cast  a shadow  over  the  household 
which  still  remains.  Mrs.  Hine  passed  away  De- 
cember 26,  1897,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  having 
been  born  July  8,  1847. 

Our  subject  is  a recognized  leader  in  the  Re- 
publican party  in  this  community,  and  takes  quite 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  all  public  affairs 
which  he  believes  calculated  to  benefit  his  township 
or  county.  He  has  been  town  treasurer,  school  di- 
rector, judge  of  election  and  G.  A.  R.  committeeman 
of  Preston  Post  No.  2.  Fraternally  he  affiliates  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men ; and  religiously  he  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Hine  s Corners,  to  which  Mrs.  Hine  also 
belonged,  taking  a leading  and  active  part  in  its 
work. 

JOHN  PALTL  LAUER,  a prominent  agricult- 
urist of  Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  is  the 
owner  of  an  attractive  and  valuable  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres,  which  his  judicious  management 
has  brought  to  a fine  state  of  cultivation. 

The  thrift  and  industry  which  have  charac- 
terized his  career  are  derived  from  his  good  old 
German  ancestry,  as  both  his  parents  were  natives 
of  the  Fatherland.  Eberhart  Lauer,  the  father  of 
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our  subject,  came  to  America  in  1848,  and  for  one 
year  followed  the  matchmaker’s  trade  in  New 
York  City.  He  then  spent  two  years  in  Rochester, 
N.  Y , in  the  same  occupation,  and  three  years  in 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  as  a truck  gardener,  but  later 
he  returned  to  New  York  and  conducted  a store. 
In  1856  he  came  to  Pike  county,  locating  in  Mil- 
ford, where  he  followed  his  old  trade  for  a year, 
and  in  1857  he  removed  to  a farm  in  Milford  town- 
ship, where  he  died  November  5,  1864,  at  the  age 
of  fortv-four,  his  remains  being  interred  at  Mil- 
ford. He  was  a man  of  excellent  character,  and 
was  much  esteemed  as  a citizen,  being  chosen  at  one 
time  to  the  office  of  supervisor  in  Milford  township. 
His  wife,  Catherine  (Pollock),  came  to  America 
alone  in  1851,  and  soon  afterward  they  met  and 
were  married  in  New  York  City.  She  survived 
him,  and  married  a second  husband,  Eberhart  Ham- 
mond, but  there  were  no  children  by  this  union. 
Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  six  children  by  the 
first  marriage,  the  others  being  Henry,  a farmer 
near  Chicago,  111.  ;Miss  Louisa,  a resident  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ; Edward,  a carpenter  in  Brooklyn,  who 
married  Barbara  Gress;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  John  H. 
Dauman,  of  Milford  township;  and  James  W.,  a 
farmer  in  Westfall  township,  Pike  county,  who 
married  Amelia  Woertz. 

Mr.  Lauer  was  born  April  22,  1864,  in  Mil- 
ford township,  Pike  county,  and  has  resided  at  his 
present  farm  since  he  was  three  years  old.  At 
twenty-three  he  purchased  the  place  from  his  step- 
father, Mr.  Hammon,  and  he  has  since  made  many 
improvements.  On  September  4,  1893,  he  was 
married  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Amy  A. 
Helms,  and  four  children  brighten  his  home:  Paul 

J.,  born  June  19,  1894;  Emil  J.,  November  25,  1895  ; 
Acelia  M.,  May  14,  1898;  and  Cyrus  S.,  January  8, 
1900. 

Mrs.  Lauer  is  a member  of  a highly  esteemed 
pioneer  family,  and  was  born  April  23,  1874,  at 
Pond  Eddy,  Pike  county.  Her  grandparents,  Hi- 
ram and  Hecla  (Blackmore)  Helms,  were  both  na- 
tives of  Pike  county,  and  her  father,  Peter  Helms, 
is  now  a well-known  agriculturist  of  Dingman 
township.  He  was  born  July  11,  1847,  and  was 
married  in  1870  to  Miss  Mary  Lilly,  by  whom  he 
has  had  six  children:  Amy  (Mrs.  Lauer),  Wyman, 
Charles,  Alida,  LeRoy  and  Fannie,  the  last  five  be- 
ing still  at  home.  Mrs.  Mary  (Lilly)  Helms  was 
born  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Hen- 
ry Lilly,  a successful  farmer. 

FRANK  D.  SHUPP.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  an  active  young  farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  whose  ancestry  in  the  county  extends  back 
for  four  generations.  His  father,  Nathan  Shupp,was 
a generation  ago  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the 
county,  prominent  in  politics,  prominent  in  Church 
affairs,  prominent  in  all  matters  of  public  welfare. 

Nathan  Shupp  was  born  in  1816  on  the  farm 
which  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  owns 
and  occupies,  and  was  the  son  of  George  and  Susan- 


nah (Hawk)  Shupp,  and  a grandson  of  Abraham 
and  Catherine  Shupp.  In  1814  Abraham  Shupp, 
a well-to-do  land-owner,  at  that  time,  trans- 
ferred to  his  son  George  the  title  of  the  farm 
now  held  by  the  latter’s  grandson,  our  subject, 
George  Shupp  entered  upon  the  property,  which  was 
then  a wilderness,  built  a home  and  remained  its 
lifelong  resident.  His  family  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Frederick,  Charles,  Aaron,  Peter, 
Nathan  (father  of  our  subject),  David,  Eliza  (Mrs. 
Charles  S.  Strauss),  Katie  (Mrs.  Charles  Lanfer), 
Anna  (Mrs.  John  S.  Fisher),  and  Julia  A.  (Mrs. 
James  Serfass).  In  this  pioneer  home  Nathan 
Shupp  was  reared,  and  here  he  remained  through 
life.  In  1841  he  married  Sally  A.  Dersheimer,  who 
was  born  in  Chestnut  Hill  township  April  17,  1817, 
a daughter  of  George  and  Ann  (Seiglan)  Dershei- 
mer, also  natives  of  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
George  Dersheimer  was  a farmer,  and  his  family 
consisted  of  the  following  children : George,  John, 
Jacob,  William,  Joseph,  Christiana  (Mrs.  William 
Everett),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Adam  Kresge),  and  Sally 
A.,  the  mother  of  our  subject. 

To  Nathan  and  Mary  A.  Shupp  were  born  the 
following:  Susannah,  who  married  John  Smale, 

and  is  now  deceased;  Josiah,  who  married  Sarah  J. 
Kresge,  and  is  a farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill  township ; 
Emanuel,  also  a farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
married  to  Sarah  J.  Serfass ; Henry,  a Chestnut 
Hill  township  farmer,  whose  first  wife  was  Eliza 
Smith,  and  his  second,  Christiana  Koch  ; Fanny,  wife 
of  Peter  Serfass,  a shoemaker  of  Chestnut  Hill 
township ; Anna,  wife  of  Charles  H.  Altemose,  a 
farmer  of  Polk  township ; and  Frank  D.,  our  sub- 
ject. Nathan  Shupp  was  a prominent  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  holding  continuously  through- 
out his  long  membership  the  office  of  elder  or  deacon. 
He  was  a Democrat  politically,  and  one  of  the  lead- 
ers of  his  party  in  Monroe  county.  He  died  upon 
the  old  home  farm  April  2,  1885,  after  an  active  and 
useful  career,  aged  fifty-five  years,  five  months  and 
twenty  days,  and  is  buried  in  Salem  church  cem- 
etery. His  widow,  now  eighty-one  years  of  age,  is 
living  with  her  son  upon  the  old  home  farm. 

Frank  D.  Shupp,  our  subject,  was  born  January 
13,  1858,  upon  the  farm  that  had  been  the  property 
of  his  father,  his  grandfather  and  his  great-grand- 
father. Once  for  a period  of  three  years  he  de- 
parted from  it  to  engage  in  huckstering  at  Kresge- 
ville,  but  in  1895  he  returned  and  now  cultivates  the 
acres  which  his  fathers  before  him  had  tilled  almost 
to  the  limits  of  a cemetery.  He  was  married  De- 
cember 26,  1885,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  to  Miss 
Ida  A.  Shafer,  who  was  born  in  Polk  township, 
Monroe  county,  June  3,  1862,  daughter  of  Charles 
J.  and  Hannah  (Kresge)  Shafer.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  have  been  born  seven  children:  Frederick 

M. ,  Roy  F.,  Charles  J.,  Burton  A.,  Floyd  E.,  Esther 

N.  and  Nettie  I.  Mr.  Shupp  is  a man  of  sterling 
character,  and  considerate  manners  make  him  a 
choice  companion.  He  has  the  thrift  and  enterprise 
of  his  ancestors,  and  justly  takes  pride  in  the  acres 
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which  ucccssfully  tills.  He  is  one  of  the 

strung  supporters  of  the  Lutheran  hurcli,  and  for 
the  past  four  terms  lias  served  as  deacon  In  pol- 
itic s he  i s a I )cmocrat.  For  three  years,  from  1893 
to  i8«/»,  he  served  as  school  director,  and  in  1898 
was  re-elected  to  the  same  position. 


IAMBS  BENNETT  WALK BR,  a prominent 
and  successful  citizen  of  Merrick  township,  Sus- 
quehanna countv,  who  is  now  living  retiied  10m 
business  cares,  is  a native  of  that  county,  Ins  birth 
having  occurred  in  < iiLson  township,  January  kj, 


1823. 

Willard  Walker,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  March  8,  1800,  and  was  a son  of 
Enos  and  Mary  ( Reading)  Walker,  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  who  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ts, I’enn.,  in  1817,  and  first  located  in  Beechwoods, 
Gibson  township;  in  1832  they  removed  to  Clifford 
township,  where  they  spent  their  remaining  days. 
Enos  Walker  was  born  March  11,  1777,  and  died 
March  29,  1856,  while  his  wife,  Mary  (Reading), 
was  born  February  20,  1 776.  and  died  October  3, 
1832.  Both  were  buried  in  South  Gibson  township. 
The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  were 
as  follows:  Warren  R.,  April  17,  I79&:  Willard, 
March  8,  1800;  Mary,  March  30,  1803;  Rins,  Octo- 
ber 7,  180b;  Eliza,  October  26,  1808;  Enos,  Feb- 
ruary 14.  181 1 ; Harriet,  July  5,  1813;  and  Marc 
A.,  August  25,  1815.  Eliza  married  Chauncev 
Cory,  and  Harriet  married  (first)  Thomas  Wil- 
cox and  (second)  Seth  Dann.  For  his  second 
wife  Enos  Walker  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Fenno, 
who  died  December  3,  1860,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years. 

Willard  Walker  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
with  his  parents,  and  in  Gibson  township  married 
Miss  Mary  A.  Bennett,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  November  15,  1799.  Her  parents,  Levi  and 
Lvdia  (Belcher)  Bennett,  farming  people,  were  na- 
tives of  Massachusetts,  but  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  from  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  They  had 
nine  children:  Betsy,  John,  Abigail,  William,  James, 
George,  Jane,  Margaret  and  Mary  A.  In  April, 
1870.  Willard  Walker  and  wife  removed  to  Kirk- 
wood, N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  their  remaining 
days,  the  former  dying  September  6,  1885,  the  latter 
April  11,  1883;  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Kirk- 
wood cemetery.  They  were  sincere  Christians  and 
active  members  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church. 
By  occupation  the  father  was  a farmer.  Only  two 
of  their  large  family  are  now  living:  James  B.,  our 
subject;  and  Albert,  a retired  farmer  of  Lenox 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  In  order  of  birth 
the  children  were  as  follows : Betsy,  wife  of  Martin 
Sweet;  Rebecca,  wife  of  John  Moore;  James  B. ; 
Albert : Isaac,  of  Gibson,  Penn. ; Erastus,  of  Her- 
rick township : Malinda,  wife  of  Josiah  Whiting, 
of  Lenox  township ; Nancy  J.,  wife  of  Emerson 
Hawkins,  of  Kirkwood,  N.  Y. ; Alvina,  wife  of 
George  Whittings,  of  Kirkwood ; Emily,  of  Her- 
rick township;  Henrietta,  wife  of  Levi  Miller; 


Melvern,  of  Herrick  township;  and  Willard,  of  Gib- 
son township. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of 
t went}  -two  years,  James  B.  Walker  purchased  a 
farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Gibson  township,  which  he 
successfully  operated  until  1854,  when  he  bought 
ninety-nine  acres  of  his  present  fine  farm,  now  com- 
prising 164  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land.  He  also 
owns  a farm  of  sixty  acres  in  Gibson  township, which 
is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  He  casts  his  ballot 
in  support  of  the  Republican  party,  and  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  have  often 
called  him  to  office.  He  has  served  as  school  director 
three  years,  poormaster  five  years,  supervisor  five 
years,  and  pathmaster  twenty  years.  Since  seventeen 
years  of  age  he  has  been  a consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  his  well-spent  life  has  not  only 
gained  for  him  a comfortable  competence,  but  has 
also  won  for  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  either  in  a busi- 
ness or  social  way. 

Jn  Gibson  township  Mr.  Walker  was  married, 
in  1846,  to  Miss  Philena  Tiffany,  a native  of  that 
township,  and  a daughter  of  Noah  and  Charlotte 
Tiffany.  She  died  in  February,  1863,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-nine  years.  Of  the  children  born  to  this 
union,  Frances  H.,  Ann,  Lillian  and  Edith,  all  died 
of  black  fever  in  February,  1863.  The  only  one 
now  living  is  Ernestine,  a farmer  of  Salem,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  who  married  Flora  Spangenburg,  and 
has  five  children:  Lena,  Russell,  Harry,  Everett  and 
Mildred. 

Mr.  Walker  was  again  married,  March  11, 
1865,  at  his  present  home,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Ladorna  Stone,  then  seventeen  years  of 
age.  To  them  have  been  born  two  children:  (1) 
Roselia  M.  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Dowd,  a far- 
mer of  Gibson  township,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, Iva  E.,  Lula  L.  and  Miles  Walker.  (2) 
Judson,  who  operates  the  home  farm,  married  Clara 
Archer,  and  has  one  son,  Robert.  Mrs.  Walker 
was  born  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
March  11,  1848,  a daughter  of  Elson  and  Elvina 
(Slocum)  Stone,  natives  of  Vermont,  who  became 
acquainted  and  were  married  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
as  farming  people.  Both  died  in  Thompson,  the 
father  August  8,  1862,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years, 
the  mother  January  29,  1882,  aged  sixty-nine,  and 
their  remains  were  interred  in  Jackson  cemetery. 
They  were  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.  In  their  family  were  eight  children, 
namely:  Norman,  Freeman  and  Dayton,  who  all 
died  in  Thompson ; Sarah,  wife  of  Silas  Gelatt,  a 
retired  citizen  of  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna  county; 
Oscar,  a farmer  of  Jackson,  Penn. ; Ladorna,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Adelbert,  who  died  in  Ararat  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; and  Emerson,  a farmer 
of  Thompson.  Mrs.  Walker’s  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Calvin  and  Nancy  (Cargell)  Stone,  na- 
tives of  A ermont  and  farming  people  who  came 
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to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day  and 
located  in  Jackson  township.  Their  children  were 
Elson,  Wilson,  Clarissa,  Eveline,  Pertainie,  Eu- 
nice and  Nancy.  Tier  maternal  grandparents  were 
Simon  and  Polly  (Cleveland)  Slocum,  also  natives 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State  and  early  settlers  of 
Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  They 
were  also  agriculturists.  Their  family  consisted  of 
nine  children:  Loren,  Hiram,  Jerusha,  Elvina,  Otis, 
William,  Mary,  Franklin  and  Paul. 

THEODORE  FLYTE.  Among  the  residents 
of  Monroe  county  whose  lives  have  been  measured 
by  the  golden,  standard  of  success,  must  he  in- 
cluded the  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a prosperous 
egg  merchant  of  Brodheadsville.  He  has  the 
strength  of  character  and  judgment  which  aims  at 
high  yet  reasonable  success,  and  then  unswerving- 
strides  to  the  goal.  Mr.  Elyte  won  the  founda- 
tion of  his  material  prosperity  on  the  farm,  and  in 
that  pursuit  he  was  diligent,  painstaking  and  all 
conquering.  He  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of 
the  county. 

Mr.  Elyte  was  born  in  Ross  township,  Monroe 
county,  March  13,  1846,  a son  of  Barnett  and  Cath- 
erine (Oueenswitef  Elyte,  nafives  of  Ross  and  El- 
dred  townships,  Monroe  county,  resnectively,  and 
grandson  of  Abraham  Flyte,  an  early  and  respected 
farmer  of  Ross  township.  Barnett  Flyte,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1809.  He  was  a lifelong- 
farmer  of  Ross  township,  industrious  in  habits  and 
prominent  among  his  fellow  men.  In  politics  he  was 
a Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  a member  of 
the  Evangelical  Church.  He  died  in  1883,  aged 
seventy-four  years.  His  wife  died  in  1882,  aged 
seventy-three  years.  They  are  buried  at  Saylors- 
burg,  Penn.  The  family  of  Barnett  and  Cather- 
ine Flyte  consisted  of  the  following  children : Mary, 
who  married  Alfred  VanBuskirk,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ; Christiann,  widow  of  Peter  Sobers,  who 
fell  in  battle  during  the  Civil  war ; Emanuel,  who 
now  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Ross  township  ; 
Amanda,  wife  of  John  Mansfield,  a farmer  of  Ham- 
ilton township : Lucinda,  widow  of  Henry  Hood- 
maker,  of  Lisbon,  la. ; Emaline,  wife  of  Wesley 
Green,  a farmer  of  Hamilton  township ; Theodore, 
subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Matilda,  wife  of  Joseph 
Werner,  an  insurance  agent  of  Pen  Argyl,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.  Flvte  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and 
remained  with  his  parents  until  1881.  During  the 
following  ten  years  he  was  variously  employed  by 
neighboring  farmers  and  in  slate  quarrying.  In 
1891  he  engaged  at  Brodheadsville  in  his  present 
business  as  an  egg  merchant,  and  has  since  con- 
ducted it  successfully.  He  buys  and  sells  on  a large 
scale. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Flyte  to  Miss  Ella  Ivresge 
occurred  in  November,  1897,  at  Pleasant  Valiev, 
Ross  township.  She  was  born  at  Gilberts,  Monroe 
county,  November  19,  1856,  daughter  of  James  and 
Nellie  (Gregory)  Kresge,  and  granddaughter  of 


George  and  Catherine  (Serfass)  Kresee,  farmers  of 
Monroe  county,  and  also  granddaughter  of  David 
and  Catherine  Gregory,  natives  of  Lehigh  and  Mon- 
roe counties,  respectively,  and  who  became  pioneer 
farmers  of  Monroe  county.  James  Kresge,  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Flyte,  was  a justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years.  He  was  a farmer,  and  also  engaged  extensively 
in  lumbering.  He  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  for  many  years  filling  the  du- 
ties of  class-leader,  elder  and  deacon.  James 
Kresge  died  December  5,  1896,  aged  seventy-six 
years;  his  wife  on  April  4,  1894,  and  both  are 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Gilberts.  The  children 
horn  to  James  and  Nellie  Kresge  were  as  follows: 
Lucinda,  wife  of  George  Bruch,  a carpenter  of 
Effort,  Penn. ; Adeline,  wife  of  Peter  Shaffer,  a re- 
tired shoemaker  of  Gilberts,  Penn. ; Edwin,  a re- 
tired merchant  of  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  who  married 
Emma  Buskirk ; Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Josiah  Shupp, 
of  Chestnut  Llill  township;  Amanda  E.,  wife  of 
Franklin  Smith,  a merchant  of  South  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.;  Frances  H.,  who  died  young;  James  LI., 
who  also  died  in  infancy ; Ella,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Oscar  D.,  who  married  Ella  C.  Shaffer,  and 
lives  at  Gilberts,  Penn. ; George  F.,  who  married 
Emma  Werst,  wras  a salesman  of  Bethlehem,  Penn., 
and  died  January  19,  1900,  aged  thirty-eight  years; 
and  Ira,  a farmer  of  Dalton,  Penn.,  who  married 
Flora  Summers. 

LYMAN  R.  BURRUS,  a successful  general 
farmer  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Greene  township, 
Pike  county,  August  2,  1863,  and  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  old  and  highly  respected 
families  of  this  section  of  the  State.  His  father, 
Thomas  M.  Burrus,  was  born  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  August  31,  1824,  a son  of  John  and 
Rebecca  (Bartleson)  Burrus,  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  Pennsylvania,  respectively,  who  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  where  they  were 
married  and  continued  to  reside  until  1828,  when 
they  removed  to  Greene  township.  Pike  county. 
There  the  grandfather  followed  farming  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in  1854,  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years,  his  wife  in  1875  at  the  age  of  eighty, 
and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Kipps  burying  ground. 

In  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  on  June  13, 
1855,  Thomas  M.  Burrus  was  married,  by  Rev. 
Mendenhall,  to  Miss  Sarah  Long,  who  was  born 
in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  October  1 r , 1835,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Ann  (Callahan)  Long, 
the  former  a native  of  Philadelphia,  the  latter  of 
Ireland,  having  come  to  America  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burrus  are  now  wealthy  and 
prominent  farming  people  of  Greene  township, 
Pike  county.  Their  children  are  as  follows : Mar- 
garet Ann,  born  October  25,  1856,  is  the  wife  of 
Robert  Cross,  a farmer  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county;  John  Henry,  born  April  9,  1858,  married 
Lfbbie  Larne,  and  is  a railroad  engineer  residing 
in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Lafayette  B.,  born  August 
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-7>  1839,  is  a weaver  residing  at  home;  Horace  M., 
born  June  11,  1861,  is  a school  teacher  and  carpen- 
ter of  Helena,  Mont.;  Lyman  R.  is  next  in  the 
family ; h.lla  M.,  born  April  iy,  1865,  is  the  wife  of 
Albert  F.  Simons,  a farmer  of  Pike  county;  Or- 
ville K.,  born  July  24,  1867,  married  Alma  Dick- 
erson, and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Greene  town- 
ship, Pike  county;  and  Clyde  L.,  born  November 
y,  1878,  is  at  home. 

Leaving  home  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Ly- 
man R.  Burrus  worked  on  the  farm  of  Richard 
Portree,  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  for 
six  months;  then  drove  a team  for  1 homas  H.  Gil- 
pin, df  I * ike  county,  for  the  length  of  time; 

and  for  the  following  six  months  worked  on  the 
farm  of  Dr.  Gilpin,  of  Wayne  county.  Coming 
to  Hollisterville,  Wayne  county,  he  worked  on  the 
farm  of  John  P.  Mitchell  for*  six  years,  and  then 
purchased  from  Charles  Hamlin  the  Harris  Hamlin 
farm  in  Salem  township,  paying  $i,55°  f°r  fifty' 
one  acres.  He  has  since  increased  the  amount  to 
fifty-seven  acres,  and  has  a highly  cultivated  and 
productive  farm.  Being  a thorough  and  skillful 
farmer,  he  is  meeting  with  success  in  its  operation. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Dreher  township, 
Wayne  county,  Lyman  R.  Burrus  was  married, 
May  7,  i8yo,  by  Rev.  J.  V.  Newell,  a Methodist 
Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Ella  Posten,  by  whom 
he  has  two  children : Legrand  W.,  born  April  18, 
1892,  and  Elma  S.,  born  June  7,  1898.  Mrs.  Bur- 
rus was  born  in  Smithfield,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn., 
July  29,  1864,  a daughter  of  William  E.  and  Susan 
(Gilpin)  Posten,  natives  of  Monroe  and  Wayne 
counties,  respectively.  The  father  came  to  Wayne 
county  in  1862,  and  is  now  a farmer  of  Dreher 
township.  Fraternally  Mr.  Burrus  affiliates  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Wallen- 
paupack  Lodge,  and  politically  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party. 

RICHARD  LUTHER  WOODLEY  is  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Berlin  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  Systematic  and  methodical, 
his  sagacity,  keen  discrimination  and  sound  judg- 
ment have  made  him  one  of  the  prosperous  citizens 
of  his  community. 

Air.  Woodley  is  a native  of  Wayne  county, 
born  in  Oregon  township,  May  24,  1850,  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Nora  (Sluman)  Woodley,  who  were 
both  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  the  former  in  1814, 
the  latter  in  1820.  In  1842  they  arrived  in  Hones- 
dale,  Wayne  county,  and  for  a year  or  two  made 
their  home  in  Seelyville.  The  father  then  purchased 
a tract  of  wild  land  in  Oregon  township,  which  he 
cleared  and  transformed  into  a good  farm,  making 
all  of  the  necessary  improvements.  There  he  died 
in  1886.  His  widow,  who  had  faithfully  shared  all 
his  early  hardships,  now  makes  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Herman  Bunting.  In  the  family 
were  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters, 
namely:  (1)  Elizabeth,  born  in  Wayne  county, 

is  now  the  widow  of  John  Lassley,  and  resides  on 


a farm  in  Damascus  township,  left  her  by  her  hus- 
band; she  has  four  daughters,  Fannie,  Nora,  Eva 
and  Libbie.  (2)  Frederick  G.,  born  in  Oregon 
township,  in  1844,  received  a public-school  educa- 
tion, and  now  makes  his  home  in  Damascus  town- 
ship ; he  married  Dorcas  Decker,  of  Berlin  township, 
and  has  six  children,  Louisa,  Fred  D.,  Blanch,  Wil- 
ber, Thomas  and  Sidney  L.  (3)  Fanny  married 
Herman  Bunting,  of  Wayne  county,  by  whom  she 
has  one  son,  John  L.,  and  they  reside  in  Berlin  town- 
ship. (4)  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Olver,  of 
Berlin  township,  and  their  children  are  Virginia, 
Woodley,  Sidney  L.,  and  Lillie.  (5)  Richard  Lu- 
ther. (6)  Lillie  married  T.  J.  Pentecost,  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  and  they  make  their  home 
in  Forest  City,  where  he  is  engaged  in  mercantile 
trade.  They  have  one  son,  Irving. 

Richard  Luther  Woodley  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  in  Oregon  township,  and  his  education, 
begun  in  the  public  schools,  was  completed  with  a 
course  at  a select  school  in  Damascus  when  a young 
man.  For  a number  of  years  in  early  life  he  fol- 
lowed lumbering  on  the  Delaware  river,  and  after 
his  marriage  he  resided  for  some  time  in  Berlin, 
where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  1876 
he  purchased  165  acres  of  wild  land  two  miles  east  of 
Beach  Lake,  and  to  its  development  and  cultivation 
he  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention  with 
most  gratifying  results.  He  has  one  of  the  finest 
country  homes  in  Berlin  township,  it  being  a large, 
commodious  residence  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments, and  the  barns  and  outbuildings  are  in  perfect 
harmony  therewith.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  is  also  interested  in  stock  raising,  mak- 
ing a specialty  of  choice  breeds  and  dairy  cattle,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  energetic  dairy- 
men of  the  township. 

In  September,  1872,  Mr.  Woodley  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Adelaide  Decker,  a daughter 
of  Nelson  and  Susan  Decker,  natives  of  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  honored  pioneers  of  Berlin  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Of  the  three  children  born 
of  this  union,  Forest  L.  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years;  Llewellyn  L.,  born  in  April,  1879,  completed 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y., 
and  is  now  clerking  in  a store  at  Honesdale ; Violet, 
born  in  1884,  is  a graduate  of  the  Narrowsburg 
school  and  Lowell’s  Business  College,  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  a very  bright  and  scholarly  young 
girl,  and  a favorite  among  her  companions. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Woodley  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
promoting  the  interests  of  his  party.  He  has  been 
honored  with  the  offices  of  supervisor  and  auditor  of 
his  town,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  Republican 
county  committee  from  Berlin.  Socially  he  is  affil- 
iated with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Freedom  Lodge  No.  88, 
Honesdale,  Penn.  It  is  not  alone  in  the  business 
world  that  he  is  well  known,  but  in  political  and 
social  circles  he  stands  equally  high.  Himself 
and  wife  and  family  all  hold  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Beech  Lake,  and 
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have  been  instrumental  in  promoting  the  moral  edu- 
cational and  social  interests  of  the  community.  Any- 
thing that  tends  to  uplift  and  benefit  humanity  re- 
ceives their  hearty  co-operation. 

CHARLES  H.  and  HOWARD  E.  DECKER 
are  among  the  most  prominent  stone  contractors 
and  builders  in  Damascus,  Wayne  county,  where 
they  have  done  an  extensive  business  for  the  past 
twenty  years,  and  they  are  both  natives  of  the  town, 
the  former  born  in  January,  1852,  the  latter  in 
April,  1853. 

Alfred  Decker,  the  grandfather  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, was  born  in  Deckertown,  N.  J.,  and  set- 
tled many  years  ago  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  follow- 
ing his  trade,  that  of  stone  mason.  His  son  James 
H.  was  born  in  1828  in  Orange  county.  N.  Y.,  and 
when  old  enough  began  to  learn  his  father’s  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  engaged  more  or  less  all  his 
life,  now,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-two,  con- 
tinuing to  follow  same.  In  1847  he  first  came  to 
Wayne  county,  where  he  remained  until  1850. 
working  in  a sawmill.  In  the  year  last  named  he 
returned  to  Sullivan  county  and  there  married  Ma- 
hala  A.  Chesire,  who  was  a native  of  Queens  coun- 
ty, L.  I.,  born  in  1829,  and  the  young  couple  first 
located  at  the  Skinner  Mill,  in  Damascus.  Later 
he  purchased  the  Levi  Little  farm,  in  that  town- 
ship, which  he  retained  until  1857,  during  his  resi- 
dence there  running  a sawmill  for  Moses  Young. 
After  selling  the  Little  farm  he  invested  in  fifty- 
five  acres  of  land  situated  on  the  south  branch  of 
Calkins  creek,  which  was  then  in  a primitive  state, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  clear  a space  for  the  frame 
dwelling  which  he  erected  for  himself  and  family. 
Here  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  by  in- 
dustry and  unceasing  energy  clearing  the  entire 
tract,  which  he  converted  into  a valuable  and  de- 
sirable property.  Later  he  bought  fifty-five  acres 
adjoining,  which  he  also  cleared  and  improved, 
putting  up  good  buildings  on  all  his  land,  and  there 
he  made  his  home  until  1889,  when  he  sold  the  place 
to  his  sons  Charles  H.  and  Howard  E.,  and  re- 
moved to  Narrowsburg,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  has  since  resided,  working  at  his  trade.  His 
faithful  life  companion  passed  away  in  February, 
1897.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children, 
of  whom  we  give  a brief  record:  Charles  H.,  the 
eldest,  is  mentioned  below.  Howard  E.  is  spoken 
of  more  fully  below.  Eliot  P.,  born  in  August, 
1854,  in  Wayne  county,  married  Miss  Lavina  Be- 
dient,  of  Damascus,  and  they  reside  there  with  their 
family  of  five  children,  Millie  B.,  Hiram  W., 
Charles  H.,  Earl  and  Ethel  May.  Alice,  born  in 
February,  1857,  married  Walter  Branning,  and 
they  reside  on  his  farm  in  Damascus ; they  have 
four  children,  Grover  A.,  Walter  Coe,  Madeline  L. 
and  Nahanita.  Flora  E.,  born  in  1858,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Ludwig  Heller,  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  has  two  children,  Harold  and  Clara; 
they  make  their  home  in  Rockland,  Sullivan  Co., 


N.  Y.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  milling  business. 
John  H.,  born  in  i860,  lives  in  Delaware  county,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  carries  on  a butcher  business  and  owns 
considerable  real  estate ; he  married  Miss  Jessie 
Parmatier,  of  that  county ; they  have  no  children. 
Minnie  Della,  born  in  1862,  married  Bernard  Mayo, 
of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  now  reside  in 
Ormsby,  McKean  Co.,  Penn. ; they  have  one  son, 
Ralph.  Fannie  M.,  born  in  1863,  is  unmarried 
and  lives  with  her  father  in  Sullivan  county,  N. 
Y.  Hattie  L.,  born  in  1867,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
I..  Noble,  and  they  reside  on  his  farm  in  Damascus ; 
they  have  three  children,  William,  Estella  and 
Floyd  Jehiah. 

Charles  H.  Decker  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
town  of  his  birth,  and  received  his  rudimentary 
education  in  the  public  schools  there,  later  attend- 
ing the  Damascus  academy,  where  he  was  given  a 
thorough  practical  training.  In  early  life  he  dis- 
played a remarkable  aptitude  for  the  calling  which 
he  finally  adopted  as  his  life  work,  when  a mere  boy 
giving  evidence  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  in  the 
cutting  and  building  of  stone  walls  and  arches, 
and  he  learned  the  trade  in  early  manhood,  work- 
ing under  Benjamin  Bussman,  head  mason  for  the 
Krupp  Gun  Manufacturing  Co.  in  Germany. 
Some  twenty  years  ago  he  commenced  contracting 
and  building  on  his  own  account,  and  in  connection 
with  his  brother  Howard  he  has  continued  to  en- 
gage in  this  line  up  to  the  present  day,  for  the  most 
part  on  public  buildings  and  improvements,  in 
Wayne  county  and  the  surrounding  country.  His 
genius  in  his  particular  branch  is  unquestioned, 
and  he  is  a fine  draftsman,  especially  of  arches 
and  bridge  architecture,  being  at  present  engaged 
on  the  plans  of  the  Honesdale  bridge,  a structure 
of  large  dimensions  which  the  commissioners  of 
Wayne  county  contemplate  erecting  at  the  county 
seat  over  the  Lackawaxen  river.  Mr.  Decker  is 
no  less  capable  in  the  management  of  his  affairs, 
and  his  executive  ability  and  untiring  energy  have 
been  no  small  factors  in  his  success,  which  has 
been  enviable,  for  he  ranks  among  the  leading  men 
in  his  line  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania.  He  is  un- 
married and  makes  his  home  with  his  brother  on 
their  fine  farm  in  Damascus,  which,  as  above  men- 
tioned, they  purchased  from  their  father. 

Howard  E.  Decker  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Damascus  and  grew  to  man- 
hood on  the  home  farm,  learning  the  stone  mason’s 
trade  with  his  father  and  brother.  On  December 
15,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Evelyn  L.  Noble, 
daughter  of  Sexton  and  Lavina  Noble,  old  pioneer 
people  of  Damascus,  the  family  being  considered 
one  of  the  best  and  most  highly  respected  in  this 
section.  They  now  make  their  home  on  the  old 
Decker  homestead,  a well-stocked  farm  of  173  acres 
in  Damascus  township,  and  eight  children  have 
blessed  their  union,  viz. : Carrie  B.,  Arthur  E.,  James 
IT.,  Inez  L.  and  Coe  LI.,  living,  and  Stella  M., 
Leona  E.  and  Rose  E.,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Religiously  the  Decker  brothers  have  followed 
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in  tlit*  footsteps  of  their  parents,  and  they  are  de- 
vout members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  whose  iuter- 
cst  they  are  earnest  and  zealous  workers..  They 
are  regarded  as  representative  Christian  citizens, 
men  whose  moral  character  and  strength  would 
give  them  influence  for  good  in  any  community 
and  command  for  them  the  respect  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  wherever  they  go.  Howard  I'..  Deck- 
cr  lias  been  superintendent  of  the  Union  Sabbath- 
schools,  and  is  at  present  serving  in  that  capacity 
in  the  Sabbath-school  in  Boyd’s  Mills,  having  the 
proud  distinction  of  being  the  youngest  Sabbath- 
school  superintendent  in  Damascus.  He  is  a man 
fitted  both  by  education  and  inclination  for  active 
religious  work,  and  he  and  his  worthy  wife,  who 
shares  with  him  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  them, 
workers  for  the  Master’s  cause,  and 
liberal  contributors  to  all  ( hurch  and  charitable  en- 
terprises. Politically  the  brothers  are  stanch  Re- 
publicans, and  the  younger  of  the  two  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  workings  of  the  party  in  this  lo- 
cality, at  present  serving  as  judge  of  the  election 
board  in  Damascus.  I he  elder  brother  takes  no 
interest  in  politics  beyond  voting. 

WARREN  D.  YERKES,  a prominent  and  in- 
fluential farmer  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  February  28,  1829,  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  and  he  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  this 
region. 

Mr.  Yerkes’  grandfather,  Jonathan  Yerkes, 
was  born  December  5,  1759,  near  Philadelphia,  of 
German  ancestry,  and  in  1803  took  up  his  residence 
in  Wayne  county.  By  occupation  he  was  a mill- 
wright and  builder,  and  as  such  erected  the  Milan- 
ville  mill,  and  also  a sawmill  in  Wayne  county. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Jarrette,  November  15,  1789, 
and  both  died  in  Damascus  township.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Jacob  Paul,  born  February  9,  1794;  died 
in  Evansville,  Inch;  Titus,  born  December  21,  1791, 
died  in  Michigan;  Joseph  W.,  born  September  11, 
1790,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Nathan  L.,  born 
July  t6,  1800,  died  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Clark,  born  January  24,  1798,  died  in  Michi- 
gan ; David  Shields,  born  April  23,  1807,  died  in 
W isconsin  : Margaret,  born  December  28,  1802,  and 
Sebastian  J.,  born  January  1 1 , 1805,  in  Damascus, 
both  deceased  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty; and  Hannah,  born  April  30,  1810,  married  to 
Jra  Sherwood,  and  died  in  Fort  Madison,  Iowa. 
In  politics  Jonathan  Yerkes  was  a Whig,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  were  reared  in  the  Quaker  faith, 
but  later  became  Baptists,  contributing  liberally  to 
all  Church  needs.  He  died  March  27,  1835,  and  she 
passed  away  February  3,  1833. 

Joseph  W.  Yerkes,  eldest  son  and  child  of 
Jonathan  Yerkes,  was  born  at  Germantown,  Penn., 
September  11,  1790,  but  was  reared  111  Wayne  coun- 
ty. He  was  a lifelong  lumberman  and  farmer,  and 
was  very  successful  in  his  ousinesss  operations. 
A consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  he  was 


honored  by  all  who  knew  him.  On  January  4, 
1816,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Burcher,  who  wa= 
born  at  Westminster,  England,  September  13,  1792, 
and  was  a daughter  of  William  Burcher,  and  a 
sister  of  John  Burcher,  of  Damascus  township. 
Six  children  were  born  of  this  union,  namely:  Caro- 
line, wife  of  Grin  Bentley,  of  Honesdale ; William 
I!.,  who  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Damascus 
township;  Jonathan,  who  died  in  the  same  town- 
ship; Jarrette  P.,  deceased;  Warren  D. ; and  Rox- 
anna,  deceased.  The  father  in  politics  was  first  a 
Whig  and  later  a Democrat.  He  died  upon  his 
farm  in  1854,  and  the  mother  passed  away  May  4, 
1874,  at  the  advanced  age  of  nearly  eighty-two 
years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Wayne  county,  and  after  going  to 
school  at  Milan ville  for  some  time  he  attended  the 
Union  Academy  several  terms.  On  March  28, 
1866,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mar- 
garet H.  Mitchell,  a woman  of  refinement  and  edu- 
cation, a native  of  Damascus  township,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  and  Margaret  (Lukens)  Mitchell. 
Her  parents  both  died  in  that  township,  the  father 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  the  mother  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Both  were  devout 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Yerkes  were  born  five  children:  Eva  Mar- 
garethe,  born  March  7,  1867,  was  educated  at  Mans- 
field, Penn.;  William  B.,  born  August  12,  1870, 
was  educated  at  Factory  ville,  Penn.,  and  in  Octo- 
ber, 1894,  married  Irene  Noble,  by  whom  he  has 
one  child,  E.  Helene,  born  August  31,  1895  (he  is 
at  home  in  business  with  his  father)  ; Edward  L., 
born  August  14,  1872,  died  September  29,  1878, 
Warren  J.,  born  October  14,  1875,  graduated  from 
the  Honesdale  high  school,  class  of  ’97,  and  is  em- 
ployed in  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Railroad  office 
at  Honesdale;  Harold  C.,  born  February  22,  1880, 
took  a course  in  business  college,  and  is  now  in  the 
office  of  T.  B.  Clark  & Co.,  manufacturers  of  cut 
glass  at  Honesdale. 

Mr.  Yerkes  has  lived  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Damascus  township,  which  is  a valuable  place  of 
250  acres,  under  a high  state  of  ‘ cultivation,  and 
improved  with  a comfortable  residence  and  good 
outbuildings.  Besides  this  property  he  owns  other 
farms  and  valuable  hemlock  and  pine  timber  lands. 
Throughout  his  entire  business  career  he  has  been 
interested  in  lumbering  as  well  as  farming,  and  by 
keen  discrimination  he  has  met  with  more  than  or- 
dinary success.  As  a citizen  he  meets  every  re- 
quirement, and  manifests  a commendable  interest  in 
everything  that  is  calculated  to  promote  the  general 
welfare.  He  used  his  franchise  for  the  support  of 
the  Republican  party.  In  private  life  he  is  sym- 
pathetic and  generous,  extending  a helping  hand  to 
the  poor  and  needy,  and  always  ready  to  aid  those 
less  fortunate  than  himself.  He  is  rather  reserved 
in  manner,  but  all  who  know  him  esteem  him  high- 
ly for  his  genuine  worth.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
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earnest  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  being  a member 
of  Delaware  Lodge  No.  561,  Callicoon,  New  York. 

JOSIAH  KRESGE,  for  some  considerable  time 
a prosperous  agriculturist  of  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county,  is  a member  of  one  of  the  leading 
families  of  his  locality,  and  his  career  shows  that  he 
possesses  in  a high  degree  the  thrift  and  enterprise 
which  characterizes  his  ancestors.  By  bis  careful 
management  of  his  affairs  he  has  won  an  excellent 
standing  in  business  circles,  and  several  fine  farms 
give  evidence  of  bis  well  directed  efforts. 

Mr.  Kresge  was  born  May  6,  1850,  in  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  a son  of  David  Kresge,  and  a grand- 
son of  George  and  Catherine  (Serfass)  Kresge, 
early  residents  of  that  locality.  David  Kresge  was 
born  in  Monroe  (then  Northampton)  county,  and 
died  at  Bossardsville,  March  2,  1881,  aged  sixty-one 
years,  two  months  and  nine  days.  For  thirteen 
years  he  operated  a gristmill  and  sawmill  at  Kresge- 
ville  in  addition  to  the  management  of  a large  hotel 
and  store  carried  on  in  a building  erected  by  himself, 
which  is  still  the  finest  in  that  town.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  where  he  conducted  the 
“Mansion  House”  for  three  years,  when  he  sold  out, 
and  at  the  time  of  bis  death  be  had  been  engaged  in 
a similar  business  at  Bossardsville  for  about  six 
years.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  as  all  of  his 
family  have  been  from  poineer  times.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Hoffsmith,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Sallian  (Shoemaker)  Hoffsmith.  She  died  Febru- 
ary 8,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years  and  nine- 
teen days,  while  on  a visit  to  her  daughter  in  Ivresge- 
v'ille;  at  the  time  she  was  residing  with  our  subject, 
and  her  funeral  took  place  from  bis  bouse,  her  re- 
mains being  laid  to  rest  beside  those  of  her  husband 
in  the  cemetery  at  Brodheadsville.  This  worthy 
couple  had  the  following  children:  Peter  H.,  a 

farmer  at  the  old  homestead,  who  married  (first) 
Miss  Emeline  Anthony,  of  Monroe  county,  and 
(second)  Miss  Alice  Moyer,  of  Carbon  county; 
James  M.,  a merchant  at  South  Bethlehem,  Penn., 
who  married  Lucinda  Kunkle,  of  Monroe  county ; 
Catherine,  wife  of  William  H.  Smale,  a farmer  in 
Polk  township,  Monroe  county  ; Sally  A.,  widow  of 
Melcher  Silfice,  of  Kresgeville ; Absolom,  a house 
painter  at  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  who  married  Miss  Car- 
rie Gearing;  Josiah,  our  subject;  Milton  H.,  a mer- 
chant at  West  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  who  married  Miss 
Fiola  Braider ; Ephraim  H.,  a merchant  at  South 
Bethlehem,  Penn.,  who  married  Miss  Carrie  Cus- 
tard ; Elizabeth,  who  married  Charles  Hardy,  a 
mason  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county. 

Our  subject  remained  at  borne  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he  engaged  in  farming 
on  his  own  account  in  Polk  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, where  he  continued  for  one  year.  He  then  took 
charge  of  the  mail  route  between  Lehighton  and 
Stroudsburg,  but  after  a year  and  a half  he  sold 
out  to  his  brother  Peter  and  went  to  Bethlehem, 
Penn.  There  he  purchased  a store,  but  three  months 
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in  the  mercantile  business  satisfied  him,  and  he  again 
engaged  in  farming,  locating  in  his  native  township, 
remaining  two  years  and  a half.  For  one  year  he 
rented  and  operated  bis  father's  hotel  at  Bossards- 
villc,  and  for  four  years  he  carried  the  mail  over  his 
old  route ; but  on  giving  up  that  business  he  engaged 
in  farming  at  his  present  homestead  which  he  pur- 
chased from  Peter  Kresge,  who  cleared  it.  A year 
later  he  rented  the  place  to  a tenant,  and  returned  to 
Bossardsville,  purchasing  his  father’s  hotel,  which 
he  conducted  three  years;  but  in  1885  'le  traded  it 
to  Peter  Bonser  for  a farm  adjoining  the  homestead. 
He  has  since  given  up  farming,  however,  and  moved 
to  the  village  of  Brodheadsville,  where  on  Novem- 
ber 22,  1898,  he  purchased  a store  property,  and  he 
is  now  in  the  general  merchandise  business.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Kresge  affiliates  with  fine  Democratic  party, 
and  for  six  years  he  served  as  constable,  while  at 
times  he  has  held  other  positions,  including  that  of 
judge  of  elections.  He  is  active  in  religious  move- 
ments as  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  in 
which  he  has  served  ten  years  as  deacon  and  four 
years  as  treasurer. 

On  April  16,  1871,  he  was  married  in  Lower 
Towamensin  township,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  to  Miss 
Francisca  E.  Sigfried,  and  five  children  have  bright- 
ened their  home : Ida  A.,  wife  of  Samuel  Miller,  of 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county;  David  H., 
a merchant  of  Philadelphia,  who  married  Henrietta 
Dixon,  June  1,  1899;  Franklin,  deceased;  Claud  M., 
and  Josiah  C.,  who  still  reside  with  their  parents. 
Mrs.  Kresge,  who  is  much  esteemed  by  her  circle  of 
friends,  is  a native  of  Carbon  county,  born  May  17, 
1855.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Daniel  and  Julia 
(Detter)  Sigfried,  were  residents  of  Northampton 
county,  and  her  father,  William  H.  Sigfried,  was 
born  there  in  June,  1837.  He  served  with  distinc- 
tion in  the  Lhiion  army  during  the  Civil  war,  being 
wounded  twice,  and  now  resides  in  Luzerne  county, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  lumber- 
ing for  many  years.  His  wife,  Eve  Green,  a native  of 
Carbon  county,  died  in  Luzerne  county  in  February, 
1891,  aged  fifty-three  years,  and  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining  Conyngham  Valley  Church. 
Mrs.  Kresge  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, the  others  being:  William,  a stone  mason  in 
Luzerne  county,  who  married  Miss  Emma  Shiner ; 
Leanclershear,  who  married  Miss  Frances  Readier, 
and  resides  in  Luzerne  county;  Sarah,  who  married 
Samuel  Shimer,  a farmer  in  Luzerne  county ; Alice, 
who  married  Peter  Hunter,  of  Luzerne  county ; Cal- 
vin, a resident  of  Hazelton,  Penn.,  who  married 
Mary  Hicks  ; Horatio,  a resident  of  Hazelton,  Penn., 
who  married  Lizzie  Realaser  ; Edward,  who  married 
Daisy  Shimer,  and  resides  in  Hazelton  ; and  Osulla, 
who  married  Reuben  Shad,  of  Hazelton. 

ENOCH  SWINGLE,  an  enterprising  and 
successful  agriculturist  of  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  is  deserving  of  special  mention  in 
this  volume,  not  only  because  of  the  excellent  repu- 
tation which  he  has  won  by  bis  thrifty  and  ener- 
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getic  management  of  his  homestead,  but  also  for 
his  upright  Christian  character  and  as  a repre- 
sentative. of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  this  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Swingle  is  a descendant  of  that  noted  pio- 
neer, Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  who  came  from  Swit- 
zerland to  America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  located  in  this  section  in  1783,  purchasing  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county.  His  wife,  Mary  (Shaf- 
fer), bore  him  ten  children,  among  whom  was  a 
son,  Conrad  Swingle,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
who  was  born  in  1769,  and  died  April  24,  1849.  He 
married  Lucy  Bunton,  who  was  born  in  1774,  anc^ 
died  in  1850,  and  they  had  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  the  seventh  was  a son  Isaac,  our  subject’s 
father.  The  late  Isaac  Swingle  was  born  October 
1 7,  1808,  in  South  Canaan  township,  and  passed  his 
life  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  locality.  He 
was  married,  February  3,  1833,  to  Miss  Polly 
Croop,  a native  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  who  was 
born  December  11,  1816,  and  died  August  7,  1893; 
his  death  occurred  June  12,  1892.  They  had  three 
children : Conrad,  born  February  7,  1834,  died  Oc- 

tober 31,  1853;  Enoch  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low' ; and  Seth,  born  August  10,  1839,  resides  upon 
a portion  of  the  old  homestead  in  South  Canaan 
township. 

Enoch  Swingle  was  born  February  9,  1837, 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies  as  a homestead, 
and  during  his  boyhood  became  familiar  with  the 
details  of  agricultural  work.  He  remained  at  home 
until  after  he  attained  his  majority,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1861  he  began  to  work  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  for 
a cousin,  John  Dull,  continuing  this  work  until  1864, 
and  then  for  a few  years  following  different  occu- 
pations, as  circumstances  permitted.  Later  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead  to  take  charge  of  the 
farm  work  for  his  aged  father,  and  he  has  since  re- 
sided there.  He  is  a successful  manager,  and  by 
his  strict  attention  to  business  has  accumulated  a 
fine  competence,  and  he  has  money  at  interest.  His 
farm  is  an  excellent  one,  well  adapted  to  general 
crops,  and  he  does  not  specialize  at  present  in  its 
cultivation.  He  is  now  unable  to  engage  in  any 
labor,  having  been  almost  helpless  for  the  past  year. 
While  he  has  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  is  a strong  believer  in  the  principles 
and  policy  of  the  Republican  party,  Mr.  Swingle 
is  of  a quiet  disposition  and  has  never  entered  upon 
active  political  work. 

Mr.  Swingle  has  a pleasant  home  and  an  attrac- 
tive and  clever  family.  On  May  30,  1866,  he  was  mar- 
ried at  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  by  Rev.  H.  Van  Hou- 
ton,  a Presbyterian  minister,  to  Miss  Ella  Compton, 
by  whom  he  has  had  three  children : ( 1 ) Lillian  D. 
married  William  Robinson,  a farmer  in  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  and  has  had  seven 
children,  Ethel  L.,  Fiarry  D.,  Mabel  E.,  Charles, 
Leah  M.,  John  C.  and  Karl.  (2)  Miss  Anna  M. 
resides  at  the  homestead.  (3)  Webb  R.,  who  is 
engaged  in  teaching  school,  also  makes  his  home 


with  his  parents.  Mrs.  Swingle  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  She  was  born  Jan- 
uary 22,  1842,  in  Palmyra  township,  Wayne  county, 
daughter  of  Ira  and  Susan  (Bishop)  Compton, 
well-known  residents  of  that  locality.  She  was  the 
second  in  their  family  of  four  children.  The  eld- 
est, George,  met  a soldier’s  death  during  the  Civil 
war;  Harvey,  the  third,  is  a farmer  on  the  old 
Compton  homestead  in  Palmyra  township ; and  Su- 
san, the  youngest  of  the  family,  went  west  and  has 
not  been  heard  from  since.  Ira  Compton  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
He  took  a prominent  part  in  the  political  issues  of 
the  times,  affiliating  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
was  town  collector  for  many  years,  and  held  other 
minor  offices.  His  death  occurred  in  August,  1888. 
His  wife,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  had  long  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  unseen  world,  dying  in  1848. 

EDWARD  FERGUSON,  a retired  farmer  of 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a self-made 
man,  having  through  his  own  unaided  efforts  suc- 
ceeded in  accumulating  a comfortable  property, 
which  now  enables  him  to  lay  aside  business  cares 
and  spend  his  declining  years  in  ease  and  quiet. 

Mr.  Ferguson  was  born  February  8,  1835,  on 
the  old  Ferguson  homestead  in  Sterling  township, 
a son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Severs)  Ferguson, 
the  former  a native  of  Sligo,  County  Sligo,  Ireland, 
born  January  1,  1802,  the  latter  a native  of  Bucks 
county,  Penn.,  born  December  5,  1806. 

Thomas  Ferguson’s  parents,  George  and  Ann 
(Wallace)  Ferguson,  who  were  also  born  in  Ireland, 
came  to  America  in  1820,  with  their  family,  and  lo- 
cated in  Philadelphia.  He  was  a farmer,  and  also 
bought  and  sold  cattle.  Mrs.  Ann  Ferguson  died  in 
1845.  Their  son  Edward  married  Ellen  Munns  in 
Ireland;  James,  unmarried,  was  a sailor;  John  mar- 
ried Mary  Ellet,  in  Philadelphia;  George  was  un- 
married ; Catherine  married  Archibald  Black ; Eliza 
became  the  wife  of  Tames  Cook ; Anna,  the  wife  of 
George  Graham ; Thomas  was  the  father  of  our 
subject.  In  1810  Edward  came  to  America  with 
his  wife  and  brother  John,  locating  in  Philadelphia. 
Our  subject’s  maternal  grandparents  were  farming 
people  and  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Bucks  county, 
Penn.  Their  children  were  Ridgeway;  Joel;  Clay- 
ton-; John;  George;  Maria,  wife  of  William  Jordan; 
Hannah,  mother  of  our  subject;  and  Sarah,  wife  of 
John  Barry. 

Thomas  Ferguson  came  to  America  in  1820, 
and  for  some  time  made  his  home  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  engaged  in  teaming,  but  after  coming  to 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  in  1834,  he  de- 
voted his* attention  to  farming,  buying,  raising  and 
selling  cattle.  He  was  a man  of  prominence  in  the 
community  and  held  a number  of  local  offices,  being 
commissioner  of  Wayne  count}''  for  three  years. 
In  Philadelphia  he  married  Hannah  Severs,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
George, born  Noveinber  16, 1829, is  a farmer  of  Ster- 
ling township ; he  first  married  Charlotte  Raub, 
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and  after  her  death  wedded  Elizabeth  Walters. 
Sarah  A.,  bora  June  30,  1831,  died  December  28, 
1832.  Margaret,  born  March  6,  1833,  is  the  widow 
of  Robert  Stevens,  and  resides  with  her  children  in 
Wayne  county.  Edward  is  next  in  the  family.  John, 
born  May  7,  1837,  is  a farmer  of  Sterling  township; 
he  married  Jane  Stevens.  Thomas,  born  May  1,  1839, 
is  unmarried,  and  is  a farmer  and  carpenter  of  Shasta, 
Cal.  James,  born  in  1842,  is  unmarried;  he  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  also  operates  a shingle  mill 
in  Sterling  township.  William  E.,  born  March  8, 
1845,  is  a farmer  of  Sterling  township,  he  married 
Macrina  IT.  Raub.  Joseph,  born  October  14,  1847; 
married  Maria  Butler;  he  operates  the  old  home 
farm  in  the  same  township.  The  father  of  these 
children  died  May  27,  1884,  aged  eighty-two,  the 
mother  March  25,  1882,  aged  seventy-six,  and  the 
remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  Catterson  bury- 
ing ground  in  Sterling  township. 

Edward  Ferguson  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
then  removed  to  his  present  farm,  the  owner  telling 
him  he  could  have  what  money  he  could  make  from 
it.  He  built  a log  house,  in  which  he  lived  alone 
for  ten  years,  and  in  1876  erected  his  present  com- 
fortable residence.  In  i860  he  purchased  the  place, 
and  now  has  a fine' farm  of  100  acres,  under  excellent 
cultivation.  For  several  years  he  has  lived  retired, 
while  his  son-in-law  operates  the  farm.  He  belongs 
to  the  Grange,  and  is  an  ardent  Democrat  in  politics. 
He  has  capably  filled  the  offices  of  supervisor  and 
auditor  of  his  township,  and  has  always  been  found 
true  and  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him, 
whether  public  or  private. 

On  June  22,  1868,  in  Lackawanna  county,  Penn., 
Mr.  Ferguson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  (Fike)  Hendershot,  by  whom  he  has  one 
daughter,  Estella,  born  March  14,  1869,  who  was 
married  December  28,  1892,  in  Honesdale,  to  Fred- 
erick Swingle,  who  operates  our  subject’s  farm. 
They  have  one  child,  Cecil  Eileen,  born  June  21, 
1899.  Mrs.  Ferguson  was  born  in  Scott  township, 
Lackawanna  county,  April  10,  1840,  and  first  mar- 
ried on  September  19,  i860,  David  Plendershot,  who 
was  a member  of  Capt.  Travers’  company,  143rd  P. 
V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  1,  1863.  He  left  one 
daughter,  Marietta,  born  November  3,  1861,  who 
was  married  January  3,  1891,  in  Scranton,  to  Samuel 
Billings,  a traveling  agent,  residing  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Jesse  Fike,  Mrs.  Ferguson’s  father,  was  born 
April  17,  1812,  in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  a son  of  Ja- 
cob and  Susannah  (Silfees)  Fike,  natives  of  the  Key- 
stone State  and  early  settlers  of  Lackawanna  county, 
where  they  continued  to  reside  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  Their  children  were  Jesse; 
John,  who  married  Sarah  A.  Rose;  Mary,  wife  of 
Ackley  Stanton ; William,  who  married  Rachel 
Stanton  ; Sallie,  who  married  David  Phillips  ; Abram, 

who  married  Lavina  ; Peter,  who  married 

Elizabeth  Britton ; and  Betty,  who  married  Levy 


Edwards.  On  reaching  man’s  estate  Jesse  Fike 
married  Miss  Sally  Beisecker,  a native  of  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  born  October  11,  1815,  daughter 
of  Michael  and  Catherine  Beisecker,  also  pioneers 
of  Lackawanna  county.  The  other  children  of  the 
family  were  Thomas,  who  married  Catherine  Noack; 
Jacob,  who  married  Sarah  ITornbeck;  Isaac,  who 
married  Mary  Potter ; Abram,  who  married  Catherine 
Bird;  Levi,  who  married  Sarah  Swartz;  Catherine, 
who  married  Allen  Anderson ; Mary,  who  married 
Erastus  Edwards ; Adam,  who  married  Polly 
Swartz;  Betsey,  who  married  Isaac  Swartz;  and 
Rosilla,  who  died  when  young. 

The  children  born  to  Jesse  and  Sally  (Beiseck- 
er) Fike  were  as  follows  : John  W.,  born  October  31, 
1838,  was  one  of  the  first  three-months’  men  to  enlist 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  after 
his  short  term  was  up  re-enlisted  for  three  years, 
dying  at  Washington  during  his  service ; he  was  first 
lieutenant  of  Company  G,  156th  P.  V.  I.  Mary  Ann, 
the  wife  of  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  family. 
George  IT.,  born  January  16,  1846,  married  Lillie 
Appleman,  and  is  a farmer  of  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county.  Charles  H.,  born  February  21, 
1850,  married  Myra  Swartz,  and  is  a physician  of 
Lackawanna  county.  Ellen  J.,  born  February  11, 
1854,  is  the  wife  of  William  Westcott,  a beef  sales- 
man with  Swartzchilds  & Salsberger,  dt  Pittston, 
Penn.  S.  Caroline,  born  April  25,  1856,  lives  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Lackawanna  county,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Elwood  Parry,  a farmer  and  foreman  of  sand 
pits.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  sincere  and  faithful  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  He  died  February  14,  1888, 
aged  seventy-six  years,  she  on  August  4,  1879,  aged 
sixty-four,  and  both  now  sleep  in  the  Union  cemetery 
in  Lackawanna  county. 

WILLIAM  E.  FERGUSON.  Among  the  in- 
fluential and  prominent  citizens  of  Sterling  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  who  are  indebted  for  their  pres- 
ent prosperous  condition  to  their  own  industry  and 
energy,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch..  Throughout  life  he  has  been  interested  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  and  in  addition  to  general  farm- 
ing engages  in  the  manufacture  of  maple  sugar  and 
syrup.  He  wras  born  March  8,  1845,  011  tljra  old 
homestead  in  Sterling  township,  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Hannah  (Severs)  Ferguson. 

Mr.  Ferguson  was  reared  like  most  farmer  boys 
of  his  day,  aiding  in  the  labors  of  the  fields  and  at- 
tending the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  enlisted  in  his  country’s 
service,  going  as  a substitute  for  his  brother  John. 
He  was  a member  of  Company  D,  179th  Regiment 
of  Pennsylvania  Militia,  and  served  for  ten  months, 
being  honorably  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  Penn. 
Returning  home,  he  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  fifty-five  acres  for 
$1,600.  He  has  prospered  in  his  undertakings,  and 
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is  to-day  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  substantial  citi- 
zens of  bis  community. 

( )M  May  jo,  1H72,  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  Mr.  Ferguson  was  married,  by  Rev.  R.  G. 
Lamb,  t«>  Miss  Macrina  H.  Raub,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  two  children:  Lizzie  H.  and  Alma  L., 
both  at  home.  Mrs.  Ferguson  was  born  March 
_> - . |S_^0,  in  \\  arren  county,  X.  J.,  where  her  parents, 
John  and  Klizabeth  (Swazey)  Raub,  spent  their  en- 
tire lives.  Her  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Catharine 
Raub,  were  also  natives  of  New  Jersey.  John  Raub 
was  born  January  8,  1799,  and  died  September  2, 
1866;  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  born  December  20,  1806, 
died  February  13,  1865;  they  were  buried  in  War- 
ren count v.  I11  religious  faith  they  were  Presby- 
terians, and  bad  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
knew  them.  In  their  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren : Catherine,  now  the  widow  of  \\  illiam  Hawk, 
lived  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  with  her 
son,  C.  C.  Hawk,  who  died  January  28,  1900,  aged 
thirty-eight  years,  six  months,  twenty  days.  Char- 
lotte R.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  George  Fer- 
guson, a brother  of  our  subject.  Sarah  A.  is  the 
wife  of  Daniel  L.  Gregory,  a farmer  of  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  Andrew  R.,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Millroy,  is  an  undertaker  of  Scranton,  Penn.  Caro- 
line is  the  wife  of  Charles  Kizer,  a railroad  car  re- 
pairer and  machinist  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  Mar- 
garet E.  is  the  wife  of  Emory  Oakley,  a farmer  of 
New  Milford,  Penn.  John  S.  is  deceased.  Macri- 
na H.  is  the  wife  of  cur  subject. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Ferguson  is  a 
pronounced  Democrat,  and  on  his  party  ticket  has 
been  elected  poormaster  of  his  township.  In  his 
social  relations  he  is  identified  with  the  Patriotic 
Order  Sons  of  America.  He  is  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  every  movement  that  will  in  any  wav  add  to  the 
prosperity  of  his  township  and  county,  and  is  there- 
fore accounted  one  of  the  best  and  most  useful  citi- 
zens of  his  community. 

JAMES  ALEXANDER  BIGART,  one  of  the 
most  successful,  prosperous  and  reliable  citizens  of 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  owns  and 
operates  a valuable  farm  of  200  acres,  in  the  midst 
of  which  is  Sand  Lake,  a beautiful  sheet  of  water 
covering  eighty-one  acres,  and  well  stocked  with 
fish.  Upon  this  place  he  has  made  his  home  since 
1871 . and  in  addition  to  general  farming  has  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  dairy  business. 

Mr.  Bigart  was  born  in  New  York  City,  May  7, 
t83T,  a son  of  Maxwell  and  Rebecca  (Carr)  Bigart, 
the  former  ot  whom  was  a native  of  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one.  Maxwell  Bigart  was  married  in 
New  \ ork  t ity  to  Rebecca  Carr,  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  in  1 834  removed  to  Orange  countv,  AT.  Y.,  where 
!'  engaged  in  farming  for  about  nine  years.  In  1841 
by  bi  ought  liis  family  to  South  Canaan  township, 
.a-Jlie  Go..  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of 
v dd  land,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  cleared  and 
developed  a farm,  actively  engaging  in  its  cultivation 


and  improvement  until  failing  health  compelled  his 
retirement.  He  then  removed  to  Bethany,  Wayne 
county,  and  lived  retired  until  called  from  this  life 
in  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Subse- 
quently the  mother  made  her  home  with  her  daugh- 
ter in  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  where  she  passed  away  De- 
cember 9,  1890,  aged  eighty  years,  and  was  laid  be- 
side her  husband  in  Honesdale  cemetery.  Both  were 
consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
while  politically  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Re- 
publican. Two  of  Mrs.  Bigart’s  brothers,  James 
and  Andrew,  served  in  the  Mexican  war.  Mr. 
Bigart  was  entirely  a self-made  man,  and  left  his 
widow  in  comfortable  circumstances.  In  the  family 
of  this  worthy  couple  were  the  following  children : 
James  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Eliza,  born 
July  9,  1833,  a resident  of  Binghamton,  NT.  Y. ; John 
D.,  born  September  12,  1835,  a farmer  of  Lake  town- 
ship, Wayne  county;  Jane  I.,  born  March  12,  1838, 
widow  of  Col.  William  Tamblyn,  a stock  dealer  of 
Chicago,  who  died  December  14,  1897,  at  West  Ba- 
den Springs,  Ind.,  where  he  went  for  his  health  ; 
William  H.,  born  September  9,  1840,  a merchant  of 
Hawley,  Wayne  county;  Steven  M.,  born  July  3, 
1842,  died  in  1873  at  Peckville,  Penn.;  Mary, 
born  February  26,  1845,  wife  of  William  Bone,  a 
butcher  of  Binghamton,  NT.  Y. ; Rebecca,  born  Sep- 
tember 13,  1848,  wife  of  James  H.  Corrigan,  who 
is  employed  as  clerk  in  a dry-goods  house  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  residing  at  Oakland,  Cal. ; and  Ma- 
tilda, born  May  27,  1850,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority  James  A.  Bigart 
remained  with  his  parents,  assisting  in  the  labors  of 
the  home  farm  and  attending  the  district  school  of 
the  neighborhood.  On  starting  cut  in  life  for  him- 
self, he  worked  for  five  years  in  the  lumber  woods, 
and  for  thirteen  years  was  employed  on  the  railroad 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  serving  as  engineer 
for  ten  years  of  that  time.  Laying  aside  all  personal 
interests,  he  enlisted,  in  September,  1864.  in  the  50th 
New  York  Engineers,  for  service  in  the  Civil  war, 
but  was  afterward  transferred  to  the  15th  New  York 
Engineers.  At  one  time  he  narrowly  escaped  being 
shot  by  a Rebel  sharpshooter,  he  distinctly  hearing 
the  ball  as  it  whizzed  by  his  head.  On  receiving  his 
discharge,  May  13,  1865,  he  returned  to  the  employ 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  remaining  with  them 
until  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  in  1871. 

At  Lake  Ariel,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Bigart  was 
married,  May  8,  1859,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Mills,  Rev. 
Mr.  Swallow,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  offici- 
ating. Ten  children  blessed  this  union,  namely: 
Eliza  J.,  deceased;  Alice,  wife  of  Frank  FI.  Thomas, 
of  Dunmore ; William  D.,  a conductor  on  the  Erie 
& Wyoming  \ alley  Railroad,  who  married  Cather- 
ine Seacore,  and  has  one  son,  Walter;  Stephen,  of 
Chicago,  who  died  April  14,  1899;  Edward  J.,  a resi- 
dent of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  who  married  Hattie  Os- 
born, and  has  three  children,  Anna,  Maud  and  Ray- 
mond ; Giles,  deceased ; Charles,  an  insurance  agent 
at  Dunmore,  who  married  Hattie  Brundige,  and  has 
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one  daughter,  Beatrice ; Horace,  an  insurance  agent 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Agnes,  wife  of  John  M. 
Chapman,  a farmer,  who  has  one  son,  Clayton ; and 
Oscar  S.,  at  home. 

Mrs.  Bigart  was  born  at  Tarrytown,  Westches- 
ter Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  June  16,  1841,  a daughter  of 
Dwight  and  Jane  (Beakman)  Mills,  the  former  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  latter  of  Westchester 
count,  N.  Y.  Dwight  Mills,  who  was  for  some  time 
an  engineer  and  superintendent  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Co.,  on  the  Gravity  railroad,  died  in  1894,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  was  buried  at 
Honesdale.  Among  the  more  noted  work  in  which 
he  was  engaged  was  the  Croton  aqueduct,  New 
York.  He  was  a man  of  considerable  prominence  in 
his  community,  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  was  called  upon  to  fill  a number 
of  local  offices.  Socially  he  was  a member  of  Haw- 
ley Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  in  religious  connection 
he  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  his  widow  is  also  a member.  She  is  now  liv- 
ing at  Lake  Ariel,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
Their  children  were : Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Bigart ; Will- 
iam W.,  a real-estate  dealer  of  Philadelphia;  Charles, 
a retired  hotel  man  of  Honesdale ; Frances,  deceased 
wife  of  Jonathan  Brown,  a shoe  merchant  of  Lake 
Ariel,  Penn. ; and  Clinton,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Bigart's  paternal  grandparents  were  pioneer  settlers 
of  Carbondale,  Pennsylvania. 

While  living  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county, 
Mr.  Bigart  served  as  school  director  one  term,  and  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township  he  has  served  as  supervisor 
three  years,  tax  collector  two  years,  and  assessor  one 
year.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party ; socially,  he  is  affiliated  with  Salem  Lodge  No. 
330,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  the  G.  A.  R.,  of  Gravity ; and, 
religiously  he  holds  membership  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  is  truly  the  architect  and 
builder  of  his  own  fortune,  his  success  in  life  being 
attributable  to  his  own  perseverance,  industry,  en- 
terprise and  good  management.  He  has  not  only 
secured  a competence,  but  by  his  honorable  straight- 
forward course  has  gained  the  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 

ARTHLTR  E.  O’CONNOR,  superintendent  of 
the  J.  S.  O'Connor  manufactory  of  fine  cut  glass  in 
Hawley,  is  one  of  the  most  energetic,  progressive 
and  reliable  business  men  in  Wayne  county,  and 
through  his  able  management  the  business  of  the 
factory  has  steadily  grown  until  employment  is  now 
furnished  to  three  hundred  men.  They  have  one 
of  the  finest  cutting  shops  in  the  world,  it  being 
built  of  stone  on  the  solid  rock,  which  also  forms 
one  end  of  the  first  story.  It  is  the  only  factory  of 
the  kind  in  America  run  by  water  power,  and  light  is 
furnished  by  their  own  electric  plant. 

Mr.  O’Connor  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
March  10,  1863,  eldest  child  of  John  S.  and  Hannah 
(Marrett)  O’Connor,  natives  of  Ireland  and  Eng- 
land, respectively.  The  father  was  born  in  1831, 
and  when  a lad  of  sixteen  years  came  to  the  United 


States,  locating  in  New  York,  where  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  as  a glass  cutter.  He  afterward  held 
the  position  of  superintendent  in  the  E.  V.  Hougo- 
naht  & Co.  cut  glass  manufactory  there  from  1858 
until  1862,  when  he  resigned,  and  volunteered  in  the 
69th  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  under  Col.  Corcoran.  He  was 
never  wounded.  In  1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge,  as  first  sergeant 
of  Company  F,  and  went  to  work  again  at  his  trade, 
as  superintendent  for  C.  Dorflinger  & Sons,  remain- 
ing with  them  for  twenty-five  years.  He  also  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  at  White  Mills,  and  filled 
the  office  of  postmaster  for  four  years.  In  1890  he 
came  to  Hawley  and  erected  his  present  plant  for  our 
subject  to  operate,  while  he  practically  lives  re- 
tired in  Honesdale,  although  he  is  now  building  a 
very  handsome  residence  in  Hawley,  where  he  ex- 
pects to  make  his  home  in  the  future.  He  is  one  of 
the  oldest  glass  cutters  in  the  United  States,  manu- 
factures  all  kinds  of  fine  cut  glassware,  and  has  in- 
vented the  Parisian  cut,  the  first  curve  cutting  done 
on  glass,  which,  indeed,  is  admitted  to  be  a new  de- 
parture in  the  glass  cutting  business.  He  also  in- 
vented the  automatic  feed  up  machine,  and  manu- 
factures a putty  powder  for  polishing  high-grade 
work.  As  a business  man  and  citizen  his  life  has 
been  such  as  to  win  for  him  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  con- 
tact, and  he  has  made  many  warm  friends  in  Wayne 
county. 

Arthur  E.  O'Connor  was  only  four  years  old 
when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  White  Mills, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  later  attended  the  public 
schools  until  he  was  twelve.  He  then  began  work- 
ing under  his  father  in  the  glass  factory,  while  he  at- 
tended night  school  for  three  months  during  the 
year.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Corning, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  the  Corning 
Glass  Co.  two  years,  and  was  afterward  similarly 
employed  in  New  York  City,  thence  returning  home. 
On  the  establishment  of  the  factory  in  Hawley,  he 
took  charge  of  the  business,  also  going  on  the  road 
to  obtain  orders.  As  the  excellence  of  his  work 
became  known,  orders  increased  rapidly,  and  he  has 
been  obliged  to  increase  his  force  of  workmen  until 
he  now  has  three  hundred  men  under  him.  He  has 
charge  of  every  department  of  the  work,  has  de- 
signed many  beautiful  patterns,  and  has  proved 
an  excellent  salesman  as  well  as  a most  competent 
business  man. 

I11  February,  1887,  at  Hawley,  Mr.  O’Connor 
was  married,  by  Rev.  Father  O’Malley,  to  Miss 
Catherine  Langan,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three 
children : Mary  E.,  John  S.  and  William  F.  Po- 
litically Mr.  O’Connor  is  now  a Republican.  He 
was  the  youngest  delegate  ever  appointed  to  a coun- 
ty convention  of  his  party  in  Wayne  county.  While 
a resident  of  White  Mills  he  served  as  school  di- 
rector for  six  years,  and  he  has  been  a prominent 
and  efficient  member  of  the  town  council  of  Hawley 
for  five  years.  He  has  traveled  extensively  over  the 
United  States  in  the  interest  of  his  business,  and  in 


8(3(5 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


this  way  has  added  greatly  to  the  education  he  ac- 
quired in  the  school  room,  gaming  the  thorough 
knowledge  of  places  and  events  which  only  travel 
can  bring. 

JOSEPH  L.  TAYLOR.  The  motto  “merit 
always  commands  its  reward  is  well  exemplified  in 
the  career  of  our  subject,  lie  eminently  deserves 
classification  among  the  purely  self-made  men  of 
Wayne  county  who  have  distinguished  themselves 
for  their  ability  to  master  the  opposing  forces  of  life 
and  to  wrest  from  fate  a large  measure  of  success 
and  an  honorable  name. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  a native  of  Wayne  county,  born 
in  Oregon  township,  November  5>  1856,  a son  of 
John  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  England,  and  in  1839 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  locating  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  was  employed  as  overseer  of  machinery  in  large 
woolen  mills.  After  ten  years  spent  in  that  city  he 
removed  to  ( )regon  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
the  family  still  continues  to  reside. 

Upon  the  home  farm  our  subject  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  assisting  his  father  in  the  labors 
of  the  field  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account.  He  contin- 
ued to  engage  in  farming  for  five  years,  but  believ- 
ing more  money  was  to  be  made  in  other  occupations 
he  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade  for  some  years.  He  then  entered 
a wholesale  furniture  store  as  shipping  clerk,  and 
afterward  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  for  himself. 
Selling  his  interests  at  Scranton  in  1892,  he  returned 
to  Wayne  county  and  located  at  Tanner’s  Falls, 
where  two  years  previously,  in  company  with  Riefler 
& Sons,  he  had  purchased  considerable  property. 
While  still  a resident  of  Scranton  Mr.  Taylor  and 
John  Riefler,  of  Honesdale,  had  become  interested 
in  the  real-estate  business,  buying  land,  building 
thereon,  and  selling  the  improved  property.  The 
firm  of  Riefler  & Sons  is  composed  of  John  Riefler, 
of  Honesdale;  William  F.  and  John  G.  Riefler,  of 
Tanner’s  Falls ; and  Mr.  Taylor.  They  are  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wood 
alcohol,  acetate,  lime  and  charcoal,  besides  hard- 
wood lumber,  and  have  lately  entered  upon  the  man- 
ufacture of  parasol  and  umbrella  handles.  Our 
subject  is  superintendent  of  the  acid  business,  and  is 
also  overseer  of  the  wood-cutting  department. 

On  May  5,  1881,  Mr.  Taylor  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Emma  Elizabeth  Riefler,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  at  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  by 
Rev.  Joseph  Burall.  Mrs.  Taylor  is  a daughter  of 
John  and  Catherine  (Vollmer)  Riefler,  of  Hones- 
dale. Three  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  namely : Lester  E.,  born  April 
29, 1884,  who  died  December  4,  1898,  of  appendicitis  ; 
a child,  born  December  24,  1895,  who  died  un- 
named ; and  Edna  Muriel,  who  was  born  November 
11,  1897.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  were  sadly  be- 
reaved in  the  death  of  their  only  son.  He  was  a 
bright,  manly  little  fellow,  a diligent  student,  and 
a universal  favorite  with  his  companions.  He  had 


been  a student  of  the  Honesdale  High  School,  and 
some  thirty  of  his  classmates  attended  the  funeral, 
six  of  them  serving  as  pall-bearers,  and  four  of  his 
young  friends  of  Tanner’s  Falls  as  flower  bearers. 
Rev.  William  H.  Swift  officiated,  delivering  a most 
feeling  and  touching  discourse.  The  interment  was 
in  Glen  Dyberry,  a large  number  of  friends  and  rela- 
tives attending  the  remains  to  their  last  resting 
place. 

Politically  Mr.  Taylor  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  now  serving  as 
school  dierector  in  Dyberry  township.  Socially  he 
affiliates  with  the  Royal  Arcanum.  His  wife  belongs 
to  the  Methodist  Church.  Their  home  is  noted  for 
its  hospitality,  and  their  friends  are  many  through- 
out Wayne  county. 

WILLIAM  PROWER  BUDD,  the  well-known 
proprietor  of  the  “West  Shore  House,”  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  summer  reports  in  Wayne  county, 
situated  on  the  west  bank  of  Beach  Lake,  has  been 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Berlin 
township  since  an  early  age,  and  is  numbered 
among  its  most  progressive  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens. 

A native  of  Cornwall,  England,  Mr.  Budd  was 
born  February  26,  1839,  a son  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Rogers)  Budd,  and  he  was  quite  a small  boy 
when  his  mother  died,  leaving  children  as  follows : 
Thomas,  who  still  lives  in  Cornwall ; William  P. ; 
Samuel,  now  deceased ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  George 
Bond,  of  Honesdale,  Penn. ; John  R.,  of  Forest 
City,  Penn.;  Edward,  of  New  York;  Susanna,  wife 
of  W.  T.  Budd,  of  Peckville,  Penn.,  and  Mary,  wife 
of  Chancy  Van  Gorder,  a prominent  revivalist  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1858 
the  father  with  six  of  his  children  crossed  the  At- 
lantic and  took  up  his  residence  on  the  east  side  of 
Beach  Lake,  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  for 
some  years  he  carried  on  a wagon  shop,  and  also 
operated  a sawmill  and  engaged  ^n  carpentering. 
He  died  there,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  For  his  second  wife  he  had  married 
Charity  Branning,  who  is  still  living  at  Beach 
Lake. 

During  his  youth  William  P.  Budd  became, 
quite  familiar  with  carpenter  work  under  his 
father’s  able  direction,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
interested  in  the  sawmill  business  on  Beach  Lake, 
clearing  about  250  acres  of  hemlock  timber,  which 
he  converted  into  lumber,  floating  the  same  down 
the  Delaware  river  and  selling  it  at  Philadelphia. 
During  the  twenty-five  years  he  was  engaged  in 
this  business  he  became  quite  well  known  to  all  the 
old  river  men.  He  is  still  the  owner  of  the  250- 
acre  tract  of  land  on  the  west  shore  of  the  lake,  and 
upon  bis  place  has  erected  an  elegant  residence, 
furnished  in  modern  style,  showing  taste  and  refine- 
ment, while  everything  about  the  place  is  in  keep- 
ing with  the  dwelling.  It  makes  a most  desirable 
home  for  summer  boarders,  and  is  liberally  patron- 
ized by  people  from  the  city  wishing  rest,  retire- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


867 


ment  and  beautiful  scenery,  as  well  as  wholesome 
food  and  comfortable  quarters. 

On  October  17,  1861,  Mr.  Budd  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Lathrop,  a native  of 
Berlin  township,  Wayne  county,  and  a daughter  of 
Halsey  Lathrop,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
for  many  years  was  engaged  in  the  foundry  busi- 
ness in  Bethany,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Peckville,  this 
State.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Budd  were  born  two 
children,  namely:  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Will 

Wilder,  of  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  she  has  one 
son,  William  Halsey;  Joseph  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  The  mother  of  these  children  de- 
parted this  life  in  1863,  and  Mr.  Budd  was  again 
married,  September  12,  1868,  his  second  union 
being  with  Mary  Plam,  a woman  of  intelligence  ami 
good  family,  who  has  proved  a true  helpmeet  to 
him,  and  to  her  is  due  much  of  his  success.  Her 
parents  were  John  and  Mary  (Wickett)  Ham,  the 
former  a prominent  citizen  of  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county ; the  latter  is  now  deceased.  By  his 
second  marriage  Mr.  Budd  has  four  children : ( 1 ) 

Julia,  who  in  early  life  was  a successful  school 
teacher,  married  C.  H.  Hiller,  of  Berlin  township, 
and  has  three  children,  Floyd,  Conrad  and  Fran- 
ces. (2)  Nettie  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Olver,  of 
Scranton,  Penn.,  and  has  four  children,  Mabel  F., 
Emmett,  Gilbert  L.  and  Mildred  M.  (3)  J.  Fran- 
ces is  a successful  and  popular  teacher.  (4)  Hor- 
ace, now  sixteen  years  of  age,  is  at  home.  Mrs. 
Budd  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Prior  to  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Budd  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Beach  Lake  Band,  which 
took  an  active  part  in  the  Lincoln  campaign  of 
i860,  and  at  the  present  time  he  and  his  son  are 
both  members  of  the  organization.  He  is  a lover 
of  music,  and  is  quite  well  informed  in  that  art. 
He  is  a man  of  fine  physique,  being  six  feet  in 
height  and  weighing  210  pounds,  and  in  manner 
is  frank,  genial  and  obliging,  thus  easily  winning 
friends  and  as  easily  retaining  them.  His  political 
support  is  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  On  purchasing  his  present  farm, 
thirty-five  years  ago,  the  land  was  all  wild  and  un- 
improved, and  at  first  he  lived  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  lake,  while  his  cows  were  kept  on  the  western 
shore.  His  daughter,  now  Mrs.  Hiller,  when  a girl 
of  eight,  would  row  across  the  lake  in  a boat  and 
bring  the  milk  home. 

EDGAR  J.  SHAFFER,  a well-known  con- 
tractor and  builder  residing  at  Varden,  Wayne 
county,  has  won  a substantial  success  in  life,  and 
his  career  shows  that  he  possesses  energy  combined 
with  the  sound  judgment  to  direct  it  to  good  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Shaffer  comes  of  excellent  ancestry.  His 
great-grandfather,  John  Shaffer,  who  came  from 
Germany  in  Colonial  times,  served  as  a soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  army.  In  1783  this  worthy 
patriot  removed  from  his  first  home,  in  Orange 


county,  N.  Y.,  to  this  section,  locating  in  what  is 
now  known  as  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
county.  At  that  time  his  family  consisted  of  his 
wife,  formerly  a Miss  Forbes,  of  New  York  State, 
and  one  son,  John,  and  after  their  removal  to 
Wayne  county,  the  following  children  were  born: 
Moses,  who  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  the 
locality;  Samuel;  Catherine,  wife  of  James  Mc- 
Bean,  a Revolutionary  soldier ; Susan,  wife  of 
Joshua  Borleigh ; Effie,  Mrs.  Jacob  Swingle;  Bet- 
sey, Mrs.  Edward  Doyle;  and  Polly,  wife  of  Samuel 
Chumard. 

Samuel  Shaffer,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  March  15,  1791,  and  became  a tanner  by 
occupation,  carrying  on  his  business  in  a primitive 
way,  which  would  seem  almost  amusing  if  con- 
trasted with  the  elaborate  methods  of  the  present 
time.  He  died  July  28,  1864,  and  his  wife,  Rachel, 
Wagner,  who  was  born  April  14,  18 — , died  April 
12,  1851.  They  had  the  following  children: 

Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Spangenburg  (both 
are  now  deceased ) ; Moses,  who  married  Priscilla 
Curtis  (both  are  deceased)  ; Abraham,  who  is  men- 
tioned below ; Eli,  who  married  Peggy  A.  Quick 
(both  are  deceased)  ; Amy,  wife  of  Daniel  Everts 
(both  are  deceased)  ; Lydia,  who  married  Simon 
Enslin  (both  are  deceased)  ; Barsilla,  a retired 
farmer  of  Lake  township,  W ayne  county ; Oliver, 
who  died  in  childhood ; Mary,  who  married  Henrv 
P.eed  (both  are  deceased)  ; Joseph,  a resident  of 
South  Canaan  township ; Alexander,  who  married 
(first)  Martha  Quick,  and  (second)  Amanda  Reed; 
Rachel  S.,  who  married  Jacob  Enslin;  and  Martha, 
wife  of  Francis  Enslin. 

Abraham  Shaffer,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  January  20,  1815,  and  for  many  years  fol- 
lowed farming  and  merchandising  in  South  Canaan 
township,  his  death  occurring  there  in  July,  1877. 
He  was  much  esteemed  among  his  associates  and 
in  the  community  generally,  but  he  did  not  seek 
prominence  in  public  life,  though  he  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  a number  of  years.  On  Janu- 
ary 7,  1843,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  Enslin, 
a member  of  another  well-known  family  of  that 
locality,  and  the  children  of  this  union  were : Sam- 
uel, a merchant  at  Plymouth,  Penn. ; Edgar  J.,  our 
subject;  Miss  Plelen  F.,  deceased,  who  resided 
with  her  mother  on  the  old  homestead  near  Varden ; 
Abraham  J.,  of  Plymouth,  Penn. ; William  R.,  a 
merchant  at  Varden;  Mahlon  S.,  who  is  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  at  Varden  and  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn. ; Flattie,  wife  of  J.  L.  Miller,  of  Wilkes  Barre  ; 
Lana,  wife  of  Wilton  S.  Bloes,  of  Peckville,  Penn. ; 
and  Anna,  wife  of  C.  A.  Clayton,  of  Jersey  City. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  23,  1845, 
the  old  homestead,  and  at  the  age  of  seven  years 
went  to  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  to  spend 
two  years  with  an  uncle,  Daniel  Everts.  Later 
after  a short  sojourn  at  home,  he  remained  eight 
months  with  another  uncle,  Asa  Cobb,  who  resided 
in  Jefferson,  Lackawanna  county.  The  next  three 
years  were  spent  at  home,  and  he  then  went  to 
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Plymouth,  where  lie  remained  about  three  years  al- 
together (from  1858  to  18O2).  At  the  age  ot  six- 
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serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  with 
Arnond  Quick,  of  Gravity,  Penn.  About  1877  he 
passed  a few  months  at  home  and  then  went  West, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years,  most  of  the 
time  being  spent  on  a cattle  ranch  in  Colorado,  al- 
though lie  was  also  employed  at  his  trade  foi  a 
while.  In  1880  he  came  hack  to  Wayne  county, 
having  decided  that  there  was  no  place  like 
home,”  and  he  lias  ever  since  been  engaged  in  busi- 
ness at  \ arden.  In  the  same  year  he  purchased  the 
old  mill  property  there,  on  which  lie  built  his  resi- 
dence, hut  at  present  he  rents  the  land  attached  for 
farming  purposes.  His  skill  as  a builder  has 
brought  him  many  important  contracts  at  different 
places,  some  of  the  best  buildings  in  the  section 
being  of  his  construction.  Although  he  is  not  a 
member  of  any  Church  or  social  order,  he  and  his 
family  are  prominent  in  the  community.  He  Is 
not  affiliated  with  any  political  party,  and  seldom  or 
never  votes. 

In  November,  1878,  Mr.  Shaffer  was  married, 
in  South  Canaan  township,  to  Miss  Armena  Shaf- 
fer, who  was  born  in  that  township  May  22,  1859; 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  Shaffer.  She  died  June 
29.  1 88 r , and  in  December,  1883,  Mr.  Shaffer  mar- 
ried Miss  Martha  Savitz,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed by  Rev.  James  Savitz,  father  of  the  bride. 
By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Shaffer  had  two  children : 
Asher,  horn  October  5.  1879,  who  married  Maud 
Swingle,  daughter  of  Sophronius  Swingle,  and  is 
a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township ; and  Frank, 
horn  June  20,  1881,  who  resides  with  our  subject’s 
mother.  By  the  second  union  there  are  four  chil- 
dren: John,  horn  April  1,  1885;  James,  No- 

vember 10,  1886;  Ralph,  April  15,  1888;  and  Eva, 
August  22,  1890. 

Mrs.  Martha  Shaffer  was  born  January  31, 
1854,  in  Bushkill  township,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn.,  where  her  great-grandparents,  George  and 
Catherine  Savitz,  natives  of  Germany,  settled  at  an 
early  period.  Joseph  Savitz,  her  grandfather,  was 
horn  in  Northampton  county,  and  followed  farming 
there  from  early  manhood.  He  died  in  January, 
1863,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four,  and  was  buried  in  a 
cemetery  in  Bushkill  township.  His  wife,  Cath- 
erine (Hecker),  a native  of  Lehigh  county,  Penn., 
died  May  8,  1877,  aged  eighty  years,  ten  months 
and  nine  days,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in 
Nazareth  township,  Northampton  county.  Their 
children  were:  Joseph,  deceased;  Eliza,  widow  of 

Jacob  Reese,  of  Nazareth,  Penn. ; Stephen,  de- 
ceased ; Caroline,  wife  of  John  Handelong,  a farmer 
in  New  Jersey;  Moses,  a railway  employe  residing 
at  Windgap,  Penn. ; Mary,  who  died  in  childhood ; 
and  Tames,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Shaffer. 

Rev.  James  Savitz,  who  now  resides  in  Lake 
township,  Wayne  county,  upon  a small  farm,  was 
born  August  9,  1834,  in  Bushkill  township,  North- 
ampton county,  and  made  his  home  with  his  par- 


ents until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He 
then  rented  a farm  in  the  same  county,  and  five 
years  later  purchased  a place  in  Bushkill  township, 
which  he  operated  for  two  years.  Having  dis- 
posed of  the  property,  he  removed  to  Mt.  Bethle- 
hem, Penn.,  where  he  was  employed  at  farming  for 
two  years  by  Samuel  Kulp.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  been  preparing  for  the  ministry,  and  in  1864 
he  was  licensed  to  preach  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
preliminary  to  ordination  as  a regular  minister.  On 
February  28,  1870,  he  was  ordained  as  a deacon 
and  was  assigned  to  local  work  for  a time.  His 
ability  and  efficiency  soon  caused  him  to  be  called 
to  a wider  sphere  of  activity,  and  from  that  time 
he  was  continuously  in  service,  spending  one  year 
in  Carbon  county ; two  years  on  the  Ashland  cir- 
cuit, in  Schuylkill  county;  three  years  in  Wayne 
county,  where  he  located  in  1873 ; one  year  at  Spar- 
row Bush,  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; another  three 
years  in  Wayne  county ; one  year  on  the  Wilkes 
Barre  circuit ; three  years  in  Lake  township,  Wayne 
county ; two  years  on  the  Schuylkill  circuit ; two 
years  at  Womelsdorf,  Berks  county ; one  year  at 
Annville,  and  three  years  more  in  Wayne  county. 
While  serving  the  last  year  on  this  charge  he  was 
taken  ill  (in  the  fall  of  1891),  and  his  ministerial 
labors  have  been  necessarily  limited  since  that  time. 
He  and  his  good  wife  are  greatly  esteemed  among 
all  classes,  and  his  influence  is  always  felt  on  the 
side  of  progress.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a 
firm  opponent  of  intemperance,  and  politically  he 
supports  the  Prohibition  party. 

On  July  31,  1853,  Mr.  Savitz  was  married,  at 
Bath,  Northampton  county,  by  Rev.  John  Fuchs, 
a Lutheran  minister,  to  Miss  Maria  Warner,  who 
was  born  in  that  county,  October  9,  1837.  Her 
paternal  grandparents,  Adam  and  Eve  Warner, 
were  early  residents  of  that  locality,  and  her  par- 
ents, John  and  Catherine  (Titus)  Warner,  were 
both  natives  of  the  county.  Her  father,  who  was 
a weaver  and  farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  1870, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  and  her  mother  passed 
away  June  3,  1850,  aged  forty-one,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  in  Northampton  county.  Mrs.. 
Savitz  was  the  younger  of  two  children,  and  the 
oilier,  Benjamin,  who  married  Miss  Sophia  Chrisr, 
is  a farmer  in  New  Jersey.  Rev.  James  Savitz  and 
his  wife  have  had  four  children,  viz.:  Martha, 

wife  of  our  subject;  Josiah,  born  July  10,  1856, 
died  in  August,  1856;  William,  born  August  27, 
1864,  who  married  Miss  Lida  Osgood,  and  resides 
at  Wilkes  Barre,  where  he  is  employed  as  a clerk ; 
and  John  F.,  born  February  20,  1871,  who  married 
Bertha  Cobb,  and  resides  upon  a farm  in  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county. 

PETER  A.  BOWER,  of  the  firm  of  Bower  & 
Son,  general  merchants  at  Hawley,  Wayne  count}', 
is  a typical  representative  of  that  class  of  thrifty 
Germans  who  make  up  so  large  a part  of  the  popu- 
lation of  this  section  of  Pennsylvania,  and  who, 
coming  to  America  in  the  hope  of  bettering  their 
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circumstances,  have  not  only  satisfied  their  own 
ambitions,  but  have  at  the  same  time  become  re- 
spected and  valued  citizens  of  the  community  in 
which  they  have  made  a home. 

Mr.  Bower  is  a native  of  Bremen,  Germany, 
born  June  2,  1829,  third  in  the  family  of  Peter  and 
Mary  (Roth)  Bower,  who  had  four  children,  viz.: 
Margaret,  who  died  in  Germany,  unmarried;  Re- 
gina, Mrs.  Peter  Moritz,  who  died  in  Germany; 
Peter  A. ; and  Philip,  who  died  in  Germany.  The 
mother  dying  in  1834,  the  father,  married,  for  his 
second  wife,  Elizabeth  Berkert,  and  by  that  union 
had  three  children:  Mary,  living  in  Honesdale, 

Penn.,  the  widow  of  Francis  Albert;  Steven,  who 
died  at  Honesdale;  and  Margaret,  Mrs.  John  Flo- 
derbaugh.  In  1852  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bower  sailed 
with  their  family  for  America,  and  landed  in  the 
United  States  after  thirty-four  days  on  the  ocean. 
They  settled  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
here  the  parents  died,  Mr.  Bower  in  1854,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-three  years,  Mrs.  Bower  in  1856.  They 
were  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

During  his  early  life  Peter  A.  Bower  was  a 
shepherd,  but  after  settling  with  the  family  in 
Honesdale  he  obtained  work  on  the  canal,  and  after 
two  seasons  in  the  employ  of  others  had  a boat  of 
his  own,  which  he  ran  for  sixteen  years.  The  next 
eighteen  years  he  worked  as  guager  for  the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson  Co.,  and  he  has  since  been  engaged 
in  the  general  mercantile  line  with  his  son  in  Haw- 
ley, where  they  do  a profitable  and  constantly  grow- 
ing business.  By  honesty  and  thrift  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  their  affairs  on  a firm  basis, 
and  gained  the  good  will  of  all  who  have  had  deal- 
ings with  them,  and  Mr.  Bower  is  respected  as  an 
industrious  and  hard-working-  man  who  has  won 
success  by  his  own  persevering  efforts  deserves 
to  be. 

On  June  2,  1854,  at  Honesdale,  Mr.  Bower  wa§ 
married,  by  Rev.  Father  Snyder,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Hutter,  and  three  children  have  come  to  them, 
namely:  Francis,  born  July  7,  1856,  died  May  27, 

1861  ; Mary,  born  March  3,  1858,  died  April  3, 
same  year;  and  Peter  J.,  born  September  16,  1864. 
The  family  are  Catholics  in  religious  connection, 
and  Mr.  Bower  also  belongs  to  St.  Joseph’s  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  is  a charter  member,  and  of  which 
he  was  the  first  trustee  in  Honesdale,  holding  that 
office  five  years.  Politically  he  supports  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Mrs.  Bower  was  born  October  9, 
1829,  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  her  parents,  An- 
drew and  Genevieve  (Guyer)  Hutter,  were  also 
natives  of  that  kingdom,  where  they  passed  their 
entire  lives.  The  mother  died  just  two  months  after 
the  father.  He  was  a stonemason  by  occupation. 
The  family  consisted  of  seven  children : Wyberg, 

who  died  in  Germany;  Otellia,  widow  of  Frank 
Riddle,  living  in  Germany ; Antinery,  who  married 
Benedict  Kerl  (both  died  in  Honesdale,  Penn.)  ; 
Sebastian,  deceased  in  Germany;  Cynthia  and 
Mary,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Borst,  of  Honesdale;  and  John,  who  died 


in  Germany.  Mary  A.  (Mrs.  Bower)  came  to 
America  with  one  of  her  sisters  in  1853 ; another 
sister  had  come  the  year  before. 

Peter  J.  Bower,  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Bower  & Son,  has  passed  his  life  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  rising  young 
business  men  of  Hawley.  He  was  married  on  June 
6,  1892,  to  Miss  Catherine  Kerl,  and  their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  three  children,  as  follows : Mary, 
born  April  C,  1893;  Joseph,  born  September  19, 
1894;  William.  Mrs.  Catherine  (Kerl)  Bower  was 
horn  March  26,  1867,  in  Cherry  Ridge  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Her  parents,  Joseph  and  Bar- 
bara (Meyers)  Kerl,  were  born  in  Germany,  where 
their  parents  lived  and  died,  and  they  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1845,  locating  first  in  Honesdale,  Wayne 
county.  After  a time  they  removed  to  Canaan  town- 
ship, and  thence  to  Cherry  Ridge  township,  where 
they  lived  for  a number  of  years,  but  they  now  make 
their  home  in  Honesdale,  retired  from  active  life. 
The  father  is  seventy-five  years  of  age,  the  mother 
sixty-three.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and 
carpenter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kerl  reared  a large  family: 
John,  who  died  young;  John,  who  is  a carpenter 
and  lives  at  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Christina,  widow 
of  Jacob  Undrier,  residing  in  Corning,  N.  Y. ; 
Joseph,  of  Honesdale,  Penn. ; Mary,  the  wife  of 
Frank  Soete,  who  conducts  a restaurant  in  Hones- 
dale ; Barbara,  Mrs.  Fred  Fesh,  of  Corning,  N.  Y. ; 
Kate,  Mrs.  Bower ; George,  who  owns  a restaurant 
in  Scranton,  Penn.;  and  Frank,  a nurse  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Carbondale.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  German  Catholic  Church. 

JOSEPH  EDWIN  EVERITT,  the  well-known 
and  popular  proprietor  of  the  “Central  Hotel,”  Brod- 
headsville,  Monroe  county,  was  born  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  Monroe  county,  September  30,  1853,  a 
son  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Dutter)  Everitt.  The 
family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  respected 
in  the  county.  Here  were  born  his  great-grandpar- 
ents, Henryand  Sarah  (Kresge)  Everitt,  who  died  in 
Chestnut  Hill  township.  The  former  took  part  in 
the  Pennite  war,  and  in  the  same  struggle  Jacob 
Everitt  was  killed,  his  remains  being  interred  at 
Focust  Ridge,  Monroe  county. 

Jacob  Everitt,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  spent 
his  entire  life  in  Monroe  county  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  was  a supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church.  He 
married  Christina  Dersheimer,  also  a native  of 
Monroe  county,  and  a daughter  of  George  Dershei- 
mer, a farmer,  who  was  born  in  this  State,  and  died  in 
Chestnut  Hill  township.  Jacob  Everitt  died  in  1877, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years  and  one  month,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  in  1822.  To  them  were  born 
six  children  : Sarah  (deceased),  who  married  (first) 
David  Serfass,  and  (second)  Peter  Shitz ; Elizabeth 
(deceased),  who  married  David  Hawk;  Charles, 
father  of  our  subject;  Mary  (deceased),  who  mar- 
ried Samuel  Vildtrick ; William,  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  and  a resident  of  Chestnut  Hill  township, 


870 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


who  married  Martha  J.  Hardy,  now  deceased;  and 

I lenry,  who  died  unmarried.  . . . 

C hark  Everitt,  our  subjects  father,  is  a retired 
farmer  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  < hestnut  lldl 
township,  where  he  was  born  December  20,1818, 
and  where  he  has  spent  his  entire  life.  He  has 
served  as  constable  in  his  township  for  three  years, 
iv  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Jle  was  mar 
ried  in  Carbon  county,  Penn.,  January  12,  1843,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Duddcry,  a native  of  that  county 
and  a daughter  of  Conrad  and  Louisa  (Hood- 
macher)  1 )udderv,  of  Carbon  county.  She  died  De- 
cember 31,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and 
was  buried  in  Pleasant  Valley  cemetery.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  of  this  union : Mahlon 

married  Rebecca  V alt,  and  is  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  in  Gilberts’  Chestnut  Hill  township ; David, 
a resident  of  Stroudsburg,  married  Lena  Kresge; 
Lyman,  who  was  formerly  a school  teacher,  but  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  in  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
married  (first)  Ellen  Barthold,  and  (second)  Alice 
Mill ; Timothy,  w ho  was  also  a school  teacher,  and 
is  now  register  and  recorder,  residing  in  Strouds- 
burg, married  Josephine  Barthold  ; Delila  is  the  wife 
of  Alvin  Mcrvine,  who  is  engaged  in  the  bottled- 
beer  business  in  Mt.  Pocono,  Penn. ; Henry  is  a resi- 
dent of  Stroudsburg;  Joseph  E.,  our  subject,  is  next 
in  the  order  of  birth ; Charles  married  Emaline 
Dersheimer,  and  operates  the  old  homestead;  Sarah 
J.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Norman,  foreman  in  a fac- 
tory at  Gouldsboro,  Penn. ; Amanda  is  the  wife  of 
George  Gruver,  a miller  of  Reeders,  Monroe  coun- 
ty; James  married  Ella  Werkheiser,  and  is  engaged 
in  the  hotel  business  at  Point  Philips,  Penn. ; Cor- 
nelia and  Alvin  are  twins,  the  former  being  now  the 
wife  of  Stephen  Bonser,  a hotel  man  of  White  Ha- 
ven, Penn. ; the  latter  died  in  infancy. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  then 
worked  at  farming  and  lumbering  for  others.  Sub- 
sequently for  two  years  and  a half  he  was  brakeman 
on  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad,  and  then  went  to  Bar- 
tonsville,  where  he  conducted  the  “Bartonsville 
Hotel’'  for  five  years.  Coming  to  Brodheadsville 
in  1893,  he  took  charge  of  the  “Central  Hotel,” 
which  he  has  since  carried  on  with  marked  success. 
It  has  become  widely  and  favorably  known  under  his 
able  management,  and  receives  a liberal  'share  of  the 
public  patronage.  Each  year  Mr.  Everitt  visits 
Maine,  where  he  purchases  Christmas  trees  for  the 
Philadelphia  market.  He  is  a stockholder  and  di- 
rector of  the  Fairview  Academy  at  Brodheadsville, 
and  is  a business  man  of  known  reliability,  com- 
manding the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  be  comes  in  contact.  He  casts  his  ballot  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  holds  membership  in  the 
Reformed  Church. 

At  Sciota,  Monroe  county,  August  1,  1879,  Mr. 
Everitt  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma 
Werkheiser,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children : 
Estella  and  Edith,  deceased ; and  Layton,  at  home. 


Mrs.  Everitt  was  born  in  Hamilton  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  a daughter  of  Enoch  and  Sarah  (Sum- 
nev)  Werkheiser,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that 
county.  The  father,  who  was  a tanner  in  his  younger 
years,  later  lived  retired  and  died  May  19,  1890,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  The  mother  departed 
this  life  December  10,  1882,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine, 
and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  Mt.  Zion 
cemetery,  Plamilton  township.  Both  were  sincere 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Democratic  party.  In  their  family 
were  eight  children : Peter,  a farmer  of  Sciota, 

married  Sarah  C.  Slutter ; Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of 
George  Metzger,  of  Portland,  Penn. ; Stewart  is  a 
stone  cutter  of  Pittsburg,  Penn. ; William  is  living 
in  the  same  place ; Eliza  died  young ; Emma  F.  is  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  Ella  is  the  wife  of  James  Ever- 
itt, our  subject’s  brother,  who  is  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  in  Northampton  county;  and  Delila  is  the 
wife  of  Rogers  Mackes,  of  Warners,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Everitt’s  paternal  grandparents,  George  and  Cath- 
erine (Kresge)  Werkheiser,  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  Monroe  county  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Her  maternal  grandparents  were  Jacob  and  Mary 
Sumney,  also  of  Monroe  county,  where  he  operated 
a large  tannery. 

DANIEL  D.  ROSENCRANS,  a well-known 
and  popular  citizen  of  Delaware  township,  Pike 
county,  devotes  his  attention  to  general  farming  and 
the  raising  of  fine  horses.  He  was  born  January  23, 
1830,  upon  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  and  is  a son 
of  Simeon  and  Mary  (Van  Etten)  Rosenkrans. 

The  father,  who  was  also  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, was  a man  of  prominence  in  his  community, 
and  held  nearly  all  the  township  offices.  He  was  a 
native  of  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  and  died 
on  the  present  farm  of  our  subject,  June  10,  1872, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  The  mother  also  de- 
parted this  life  there,  in  January,  1857,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-one,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Delaware 
cemetery.  The  children  born  of  their  union  were : 
Debby  A.,  deceased  wife  of  James  H.  Emery;  Cor- 
nelia J.,  widow  of  Major  William  J.  Schoonover, 
of  Bushkill,  Pike  county;  Daniel  D.,  the  subject  of 
this  review;  John  (deceased),  who  married  Cather- 
ine Van  Etten;  Andrew  (deceased),  who  married 
Martha  Van  Etten,  a sister  of  Catherine;  Balinda, 
deceased  wife  of  Simeon  Schoonover ; Eleanor,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Henry  W.  Nichols;  Mary,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years ; and  Sarah,  deceased  wife 
of  Nathan  B.  Westbrook.  Our  subject’s  paternal 
grandparents  were  Solomon  and  Catherine  (Van- 
Gordon)  Rosenkrans,  and  the  maternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Simeon  and  Cornelia  (Dingman)  Van- 
Etten. 

On  January  17,  1866.  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  Daniel 
D.  Rosencrans  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Abbv  H.  Nichols,  who  was  born  in  that  city,  October 
17.  1841,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Phoebe  (Crane) 
Nichols,  who  were  of  Scotch  origin  and  died  in 
Newark.  In  early  life  the  father  followed  the  stone 
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mason’s  trade,  and  as  he  prospered  in  business,  he 
was  enabled  to  spend  his  last  years  in  retirement, 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  died  in 
1887,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  and  his  wife  in  1881, 
aged  seventy-two,  and  both  were  buried  in  the  Fair- 
mount  cemetery,  N.  J.  Their  children  were  Emma 
L.,  deceased  wife  of  William  Winans;  George  H., 
who  died  when  young;  Henry  W.,  a resident  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  who  married  (first)  Eleanor  Rosen- 
crans,  and  (second)  Anna  Crane;  Cornelia,  who 
died  unmarried;  Edward  deceased),  who  married 
Martha  Binghamton;  Abby,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Isaac  (deceased),  who  married  Anna  Loscey, 
and  Johnson  (deceased),  who  married  Mar- 
tha Binghamton.  Mrs.  Rosencrans’  paternal 
grandparents,  Jedediah  J.  and  Deborah  Nichols, 
were  natives  of  Scotland,  who  on  coming  to  the 
United  .States  settled  in  Newark,  N.  J.  Her  ma- 
ternal grandparents  were  Josiah  and  Lois  Crane. 
The  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  are: 
Ida,  at  home;  Mary,  wife  of  Arthur  Genung,  a 
farmer  of  Rock  Island  county,  111. ; Clara,  wife  of 
Harry  J.  Stanley,  a clerk  at  the  Central  depot  at 
Newark;  and  Phoebe,  Frank  and  Solomon,  all  at 
home. 

Mr.  Rosencrans  has  always  made  his  home  upon 
the  farm  where  he  was  born,  and  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  has  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen,  however,  he  went  to  Ding- 
man’s  Ferry,  where  he  engaged  in  clerking  for  his 
uncle  William  F.  Brodhead  for  one  year.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  a successful  dealer  in 
horses,  and  has  owned  some  of  great  value  includ- 
ing “Rosy  Reath,”  which  animal  he  purchased  in 
1895.  He  is  a good  judge  of  the  noble  steed,  and  in 
this  branch  of  his  business  has  also  met  with  excel- 
lent success.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  he  has  most  creditably  filled  the  offices  of  town- 
ship auditor  and  supervisor.  His  loyalty  as  a citi- 
zen and  his  devotion  to  his  country’s  interests  have 
been  among  his  marked  characteristics,  and  the  com- 
munity is  fortunate  that  numbers  him  among  its 
citizens.  At  Philadelphia,  November  11,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  the  noted  18th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  un- 
der Capt.  Enos  J.  Penopacker,  and  was  made  ser- 
geant of  Company  M.  He  was  in  active  duty  most 
of  the  t'me,  and  among  the  engagements  in  which  he 
took  part  were  the  battles  of  Winchester  and  Gettys- 
burg. At  Hagerstown,  Md.,  July  6,  1863,  he  was 
captured  and  taken  to  Belle  Isle,  where  he  was  in- 
carcerated for  three  months.  He  was  then  paroled 
and  on  being  released  rejoined  his  company,  and  re- 
mained in  the  service  until  honorably  discharged  at 
Cumberland  City,  Mch,  June  26,  1865.  Though  he 
had  several  horses  shot  under  him,  he  fortunately 
was  never  wounded. 

CHARLES  KRAUSS,  a well-known  engineer 
on  the  Erie  railroad,  residing  in  Hawley,  Wayne 
county,  is  a native  of  that  county,  born  in 
Honesdale,  November  29,  1857.  He  is  a son  of 
Charles  and  Margaret  (Eagler)  Krauss,  natives  of 


Germany,  the  former  born  at  Wittenberg,  the  latter 
at  Baiern.  The  paternal  grandparents,  Charles  and 
Julia  Krauss,-  who  never  left  Germany,  had  a family 
of  five  children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  of 
whom  Henry  became  a prominent  physician  and  died 
in  Germany.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Charles  Krauss,  was  also  a well-known  physician 
of  the  Fatherland,  where  he  died  at  a ripe  old  age. 

In  1838  the  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  located  in  Honesdale,  where 
he  met  and  married  Margaret  Eagler  in  1841.  She 
was  born  August  24,  1823,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Greatline)  Eagler,  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Germany,  where  her  father  worked  at  the 
shoemaker's  trade.  She  was  the  younger  of  their 
two  children,  the  other  being  John,  who  was  killed 
while  serving  in  the  German  army.  Her  paternal 
grandfather,  John  Eagler,  was  a linen  weaver  by 
occupation,  and  never  came  to  America.  In  1840 
Mrs.  Krauss  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  came  to 
Honesdale  with  a lady  who  afterward  went  west. 
After  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Honesdale  until  1864,  when  they 
came  to  Hawley,  where  the  father  died  January  1, 
1878,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  He  was  an 
architect  in  his  native  land,  but  in  this  country  was 
employed  at  house  painting.  Politically,  he  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  re- 
ligious connection  he  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longed. She  passed  away  November  23,  1898.  Like 
her  husband  she  was  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
knew  her  for  her  many  excellencies  of  character. 
In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the  follow- 
ing children : Conrad,  a decorator,  residing  in 

Hawley,  married  Louise  Delling;  Charles  is  next  in 
the  order  of  birth ; Christian  was  killed  on  the  rail- 
road at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Frederick,  who  died 
October  30,  1898,  lived  with  his  mother;  Elizabeth 
also  lived  with  her  mother ; Sophia  is  the  wife  of 
Miles  Wilds,  a miller,  of  Hawley;  Jacob  died  in  in- 
fancy ; Mary  is  now  living  in  New  York  City. 

Charles  Krauss,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  has  always  resided  under  the  parental  roof, 
and  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Hawley.  At  the  early  age  of  nine  years  he  com- 
menced driving  a horse  on  the  canal,  and  was  thus 
employed  for  three  seasons,  after  which  he  worked 
at  the  painter’s  trade  with  his  father  until  the  latter’s 
death.  For  the  following  two  and  a half  years  he 
was  employed  in  the  Erie  car  shops  at  Hawley,  re- 
pairing cars,  and  was  then  fireman  on  an  engine  for 
eight  and  a half  years.  Being  promoted  to  en- 
gineer, he  has  since  served  the  company  in  that 
capacity  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  their  entire 
satisfaction.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen,  at  Dunmore, 
Penn.,  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers, 
at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  the  Blue  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Hawley,  while  religiously  he  is  connected 
with  the  German  Lutheran  Church ; politically  he  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a 
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WOrthv  representative  of  one  of  the  most  highly  rc- 
spected  families  of  Hawley,  and  is  quite  popular 
with  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

NEWELL  W.  BARNUM.  As  color-bearer  to 
Gen.  Sheridan  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a promi- 
nent farmer  of  Apolacon  townshm.  Susquehanna 
county,  closed  a war  history,  that  may  probably  be 
called  brilliant.  I le  was  a member  of  the  gallant  5th 
New  York  Cavalry,  which  saw  very  active  service, 
lie  was  wounded,  taken  prisoner  and  re-enlisted, 
serving  for  over  four  years,  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
lie  is  a descendant  of  the  Barnum  family  of  Con- 
necticut, of  which  the  famous  showman,  P.  1.  Bar- 
num, was  a representative. 

David  Barnum,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  of  English  extraction,  and  resided  in  Litchfield 
county,  t onn.  There  John  Barnum,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  w as  born  in  1809.  \\  hen  a young  man 

he  migrated  to  Warren,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  married  Jane  Wilson,  a native  of  St.  Lawrence, 
Quebec,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane  (Butler)  Wil- 
son, who  were  natives  of  \ ermont.  A few  years 
later,  in  1842,  he  settled  in  Middletown  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  purchasing  land  and  clearing 
ui>  a farm,  which  he  occupied  until  his  death  in  1894, 
surviving  for  many  years  his  first  wife,  who  had 
passed  away  in  1857.  John  Barnum  was  an  Old-line 
Whig  and  a Republican,  and  held  many  offices  dur- 
ing bis  residence  at  Middletown.  He  and  his  wife 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In 
later  life  he  married  Mrs.  Hannah  M.  (Wilson) 
Dimon,  a sister  of  his  first  wife,  by  which  union  there 
were  no  children.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  seven 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  Melissa,  born  in  Bradford 
county,  married  Hial  Heath,  who  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  leaving  three 
children — Chloe,  wife  of  Frank  Tinglepaugh, 
of  Olean,  N.  Y. ; vv’illiam,  of  Pultenev.  N.  Y. : 
and  Jennie,  wife  of  Peter  Turboss,  of  Hall- 
stead,  Penn.  Mrs.  Heath  later  married  Elias  Wilbur 
of  Binghamton,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  she 
has  four  children — Scott,  Leroy  (who  was  a soldier 
in  the  war  with  Spain  in  1899  as  a member  of  the 
1st  New  York  Regiment),  Alden,  and  Amy.  (2) 
Newell  W.  is  our  subject.  (3)  Margaret,  born  in 
Middletown  in  183c), ’died  on  the  homestead  when  a 
young  woman.  (4)  Ransom  J.,  born  In  1841,  married 
Miss  Lodcma  Diamond,  and  now  resides  on  the 
old  homestead.  Of  his  four  children,  Frank,  the 
second  child,  died  when  a boy ; Etta  is  the  wife  of 
Egbert  Green,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Lydia  married 
Ora  Terboss,  of  Lestershire,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y. ; and 
Nettie  is  a resident  of  that  village.  (5)  Henry,  born 
in  1843,  enlisted  in  Company  H,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  and 
was  fatally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
dying  July  13,  1863.  (6)  Amelia,  born  in  Middle- 

town  in  1846,  married  Lucius  Dimond,  and  resides  in 
Jefferson,  Greene  Co.,  Iowa.  He  Las  two  children, 
Luella  (wife  of  Fred  Anderson)  and  John,  both 
residents  of  Jefferson,  Iowa.  (7)  Alice,  born  in 


1848,  married  Chester  Wilson,  a merchant  of  Mid- 
land,’Mich.,  and  has  three  children,  Maggie  (wife  of 
James  Aboott,  of  Midland,  Mien.)  ; and  May  and 
Scott,  who  live  with  their  parents. 

Newell  W.  Barnum  was  born  in  Warren,  Brad- 
ford county,  April  23,  1837,  and  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Middletown.  In  September,  1861, 
lie  enlisted  in  Company  G,  5th  New  York  Cavalry, 
under  Capt.  A.  II.  Krom  and  Col.  O.  De  Forest.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
and  served  under  Gens.  Custer,  Kilpatrick  and  Phil 
Sheridan.  Their  first  engagement  was  at  Strasburg 
and  Cedar  Creek,  in  1862.  Our  subject’s  subsequent 
service  was  as  follows.  At  Front  Royal,  May  23, 
1862;  Newtown,  May  24;  Winchester,  May  25; 
Orange  Court  House,  August  2;  Cedar  Mountain, 
August  9;  went  to  Hospital  August  11,  was  taken 
prisoner  on  the  17th  sent  to  Libby,  paroled  and  sent 
to  Fort  Delaware,  exchanged,  and  joined  his  regi- 
ment February  12,  1863.  He  took  part  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Hanover,  June  30,  1863,  was  wounded 
in  the  neck  by  a gunshot  and  sent  to  Satterlee  Hos- 
pital, Philadelphia.  The  regiment  was  at  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg  July  3 ; Smithburg,  July  5 ; Hagers- 
town, July  6;  Bomsboro,  July  8;  Culpeper,  Septem- 
ber 13;  James  City,  October  10;  Brandy  Station, 
October  11  ; Buckland  Mills,  October  19;  Raccoon’s 
Ford,  November  26;  defenses  of  Richmond,  March, 
1864;  Wilderness,  May  6;  Millford,  May  21;  Ash- 
land, June  1 ; Salem  Church,  June  3;  White  Oak 
Swamp,  June  15;  Ottoway,  June  25;  Stone’s  Farm, 
1864;  Ream’s  Station,  June  29;  Snicker’s  Ferry, 
July  18;  Kernstown,  July  24;  Ivearneysville,  August 
25;  Winchester,  September  19;  Cedar  Creek,  Octo- 
ber 19;  Dinwiddie,  March  31,  1865;  Five  Forks, 
April:  Harper’s  Farm,  April  6;  Appomattox,  April 
8 and  9;  Waynesboro,  1865. 

As  above  noted,  our  subject  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Confederates  at  Culpeper,  Va.,  August  17, 
1862,  and  from  August  11  to  August  20  lay  at  Cul- 
peper, suffering  from  typhoid  fever.  He  was  re- 
moved to  Libby  prison,  and  after  being  confined  for 
about  three  months  was  paroled,  after  exchange  re- 
joining his  regiment  at  Fairfax.  He  was  wounded 
■in  the  neck  at  Hanover,  Penn.,  June  30,  1863,  and 
for  three  months  was  confined  in  the  hospital  at 
Philadelphia.  In  March,  1863,  he  was  promoted  to 
corporal  and  to  sergeant  in  1864.  In  January,  1864, 
he  re-enlisted,  and  after  the  capture  of  Earley’s  com- 
mand in  that  year  he  became  Gen.  Sheridan’s  color- 
bearer,  continuing  in  that  capacity  to  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  discharged  July  19,  1865. 

Air.  Barnum  had  owned  some  real  estate  in 
A'liddletown  prior  to  the  Civil  war.  Returning  to 
his  old  home  he  was  married  Alarch  13,  1866,  to  Miss 
Elvira  Galutia,  who  was  born  in  Middletown  in  1843, 
daughter  of  Corentine  and  Nancy  (Camp)  Galutia. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  in 
1807,  and  when  a young  man  moved  to  Middletown 
township,  where  he  married  Nancy  Camp,  who  was 
born  in  Middletown  township  in  1809,  daughter  of 
Albert  Camp,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  that 
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township.  Corentine  Galutia  settled  on  a tract  of 
land  in  Middletown  which  he  cleared.  To  himself 
and  wife  were  born  five  children,  namely:  Esther, 
who  married  John  Buxton,  of  Middletown;  Edwin, 
who  married  Matilda  Diamond,  and  resides  in  Mid- 
dletown; Elvira,  wife  of  our  subject;  Edith,  wife  of 
Andrew  Wood,  of  Towanda,  Penn.,  and  Nancy,  who 
died  in  early  womanhood.  The  mother  died  in  1851, 
and  for  his  second  wife  Corentine  Galutia  married 
Lucinda  Whitaker,  of  Bradford  county,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children  : Edgar,  a resident  of  Bradford 
county;  Frank,  of  Springville,  Susquehanna  county; 
and  Effie,  wife  of  George  Baxter,  of  Springville.  Mr. 
Galutia  was  an  active  Republican  in  politics.  He 
died  in  1884. 

After  marriage  our  subject  settled  on  his  farm 
in  Middletown  township,  where  he  remained  until 
1877,  in  that  year  purchasing  wild  land  in  Apola- 
con  township,  near  the  Middletown  line,  where  he 
cleared  up  a farm,  erected  good  buildings  and  made 
many  notable  improvements.  His  place  is  one  of 
thepvell-cultlvated  farms  of  Apolacon  township.  He 
erected  a saw  mill  on  his  farm,  and  for  a number  of 
years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  To 
himself  and  wife  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom 
six  survive.  They  are  as  follows : Nancy,  born  in 
August,  1868,  married  George  Philips,  a farmer  of 
Middletown,  and  has  two  children,  Clifford  and 
Nina;  Jesse,  born  in  April,  1870,  resides  on  the  old 
home  farm  ; Lucy,  born  in  July,  1872,  married  Will- 
iam Boutell,  a machinist  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; John, 
born  in  June,  1874,  died  in  July,  1875  ! Carrie,  born 
in  August,  1878,  married  Claude  Wilrnot,  now  of 
Rome,  Bradford  county;  Sylvester,  born  in  June, 
1881,  resides  at  home  ; Guy,  born  in  November,  1883, 
is  a student,  at  home. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a Republican,  and  has 
served  his  township  for  a number  of  years  as  school 
director.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Protestant,  and  is 
a liberal  supporter  of  Church  work.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Spaulding  Post  No.  33,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Bradford. 
For  his  gallant  service  in  the  army  he  has  the  high 
respect  of  all,  but  he  has  perhaps  no  less  won  the  re- 
gard of  his  many  friends  by  the  sterling  traits  of 
industry,  thrift  and  public  spirit  which  have  marked 
his  almost  life-long  residence  in  Susquehanna 
county. 

JOHN  N.  EDWARDS,  a well-known  and 
popular  citizen  of  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
has  for  the  past  six  years  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  upon  his  present  fine  farm  with  good  re- 
sults. The  place,  with  its  substantial  buildings,  and 
its  general  air  of  thrift  and  comfort,  forms  one  of 
the  most  attractive  spots  in  the  landscape  of  the 
township. 

Mr.  Edwards  is  a native  of  W ayne  county,  born 
in  Salem  township,  August  6,  1861,  a son  of  George 
W.  and  Eudora  (Snyder)  Edwards,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
whence  they  came  to  Wayne  county  in  1859.  The 
mother,  who  was  born  in  1837,  died  in  September, 


1891,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  burying-ground  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Salem  township.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  January,  1834,  is  still  living,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Lake  township, 
Wayne  county.  Their  children  were  Sarah  E.,  de- 
ceased wife  of  F.  A.  Abbey,  a farmer  of  Salem  town- 
ship ; Margaret  E.,  wife  of  Conrad  Swingle,  a farm- 
er of  Lake  township ; John  N.,  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view; Rachel  C.,  wife  of  W.  F.  Knapp,  a locomotive 
fireman  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Levi  M. ; Miles  S. : 
Milton  M. ; Archie  C.,  deceased ; Edward  P.,  who 
resides  with  John  N. ; and  Olin  E.,  at  home.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Thomas  J.  and 
Eliza  (Carter)  Edwards,  were  natives  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, and  were  early  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  mak- 
ing their  home  on  a farm  in  Salem  township  until 
called  from  this  life.  The  maternal  grandparents, 
Richard  and  Ann  M.  (West)  Snyder,  were  also 
pioneers  of  Wayne  county. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  John  N.  Ed- 
wards assisted  in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm,  and 
acquired  a good  practical  education  in  the  local 
schools.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  began  teach- 
ing, and  for  three  terms  successfully  followed  that 
profession,  in  the  meantime  also  canvassing  for 
books.  In  the  winter  of  1887-8  he  clerked  in  the 
grocery  store  of  C.  A.  Cortright  & Son,  at  Hones- 
dale.  subsequently  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade 
in  Scranton,  and  then  engaged  in  farming  for  his 
brother-in-law  until  a year  and  six  months  after  his 
marriage.  For  a year  and  three  months  he  then,  in 
■partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  P.  E.  Swingle, 
conducted  a store  at  South  Canaan,  and  in  April, 

1892,  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a thorough  and  syste- 
matic farmer,  and  a business  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary ability.  Politically  he  is  not  identified  with 
any  party,  but  votes  for  the  man  whom  he  believes 
best  qualified  to  fill  the  office. 

On  June  6,  1889,  in  Canarsie,  Long  Island,  Mr. 
Edwards  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  S.  Swingle, 
by  Rev.  T.  B.  Brown,  a Methodist  Protestant  minis- 
ter, and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children : Beu- 
lah May  and  Arden  Franklin.  Mrs.  Edwards  was 
born  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
September  9,  1S62,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and 
Arabel  (Swingle)  Swingle,  cousins.  Benjamin 
Franklin  Swingle  was  born  December  16,  1841,  in 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  a son  of 
Moses  Swingle,  and  grandson  oj  Conrad  Swingle. 
He  remained  on  the  home  farm  with  his  parents  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  built  a house  on  a part 
of  the  home  farm,  having  bought  the  land.  There 
he  remained  three  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  mov- 
ing to  Moosic  Mountains,  where  he  lived  some  five 
years.  In  November,  1873,  he  moved  to  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides.  Three  years  later  he  moved 
to  South  Canaan  Corners  and  there  remained  eleven 
years,  engaged  as  a general  merchant,  and  during 
that  period  he  served  as  village  postmaster.  In  July, 
1888,  he  sold  his  business  and  returned  to  the  farm. 
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While  located  at  the  “Corners"  lie  was  for  ten  years 
treasurer  of  the  township,  was  overseer  of  the  poor, 
and  also  collector.  I le  is  a good  business  man  as  well 
;ts  a practical  farmer.  Hi--  farm  is  well  improved, 
and  its  neal  appearance  is  indicative  ol  the  care  and 
taste  of  its  owner. 

In  the  fall  of  i860,  at  South  Canaan,  Mr. 
Swingle  was  married  to  Arabel  Swingle,  a native  of 
that  township,  born  August  25,  1841,  and  this  union 
has  been  blessed  with  children  as  follows:  Alton 

C.,  horn  June  24.  1861,  died  when  seventeen  years  c. 
age.  Margaret  S.,  now  Mrs.  John  N.  Edwards  ; and 
iVirter  E..  horn  April  23,  1870,  who  married  Lolo 
Motz,  and  is  a merchant  in  Utah.  'I  he  mother  of 
this  family  is  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Margaret 
(Croop)  Swingle,  natives  ol  Wayne  and  Luzerne 
counties,  respectively,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
farmer  of  South  Canaan  township.  He  went  to 
Iowa  in  1865,  and  remained  ten  years,  returning  to 
South  Canaan  township,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  September,  1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
His  wife  died  in  the  year  following,  aged  seventy- 
five  years.  Their  children  were:  Amy  jane, 

Arabel,  Celesta  (deceased),  and  Alexander,  a farmer 
in  South  Dakota. 


GEORGE  D.  LEE,  deceased,  was  for  a number 
of  years  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  and  highly- 
esteemed  citizens  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. He  was  born  in  that  township,  January  21, 
1838,  a son  of  Simon  and  Mary  (Clements)  Lee, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of  the  North  of 
Ireland,  the  latter  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Our  sub- 
ject was  one  of  a family  of  nine  children,  the  others 
being:  Burrows;  John  C. ; Mary  A.,  who  has  been 
twice  married,  first  to  a Mr.  McMillan  and  second  to 
a M.  Loomis  ; Jackson ; Harriet  E.,  Mrs.  Bortree;  Hi- 
ram ; Sarah  J.,  Mrs.  Perry;  and  Simon  C.,  a younger 
half-brother.  John  C.  and  Mrs.  Loomis  are  the  only 
survivors.  Simon  Lee,  the  father,  had  five  brothers — 
Dawson,  Thomas,  George,  John  and  James,  Simon, 
Dawson  and  Thomas  settling  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  on  adjoining  farms. 

On  reaching  man’s  estate  George  D.  Lee  was 
married,  at  Honesdale,  Penn.,  June  21,  i860,  to  Miss 
Abbie  Jane  Wilcox,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
by  Rev.  Cole,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely : 
Lefa,  born  March  15,  1868,  is  now  the  wife  of  Har- 
vey Dreisbach,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Annie  E., 
born  December  2,  1-872,  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Smith, 
of  Salem  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.;  and  Simon 
Burrows,  born  October  7,  1876,  and  Gertrude  May, 
born  January  14,  1879,  are  still  with  their  mother.  ’ 

Airs.  Lee  was  born  March  20,  1843,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Raymond  P.  and  Annie  Elizabeth 
(Waymer)  Wilcox.  Her  maternal  grandparents, 
Edward  and  Phoebe  (Taylor)  Waymer,  were 
natives  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they  spent 
their  entire  lives.  The  former  was  a son  of  Michael 
and  Mary  (Paramont)  Warmer,  and  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Anna  (Halstead)  Taylor. 


Michael  Waymer  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  on 
coming  to  the  United  States,  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  located  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  Jonathan 
Taylor  was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  and  he,  too, 
became  a resident  of  Orange  county  on  his  emigra- 
tion to  the  New  World. 

Mrs.  Annie  E.  Wilcox,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Lee, 
was  born  August  10,  1810,  in  Monroe  township, 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  only  one  now  living  of 
a family  of  six  children.  The  others  were  Mary, 
wife  of  John  Brundage,  of  Orange  county;  Annie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  Abigail,  wife  of 
S.  Birdsell,  of  Orange  county;  Margaret,  who  mar- 
ried Leonard  Conklin,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  and  died  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county; 
and  Jonathan,  who  made  his  home  in  Michigan.  At 
the  age  of  two  years  Mrs.  Wilcox  removed  with  her 
parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where  she 
grew  to  womanhood  and  was  married,  September  2, 
1831,  to  Raymond  P.  Wilcox,  a son  of. Thomas  Haz- 
ard and  Hannah  (Hoxie)  Wilcox.  Eight  children 
blessed  this  union  : Byron,  born  June  10,  1839,  who 

is  married,  and  has  seven  children,  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Nebraska;  Hannah  P.,  born  March  13, 
1841,  married  John  Kellium  and  lived  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  where  she  died;  Mrs.  Lee 
is  the  next  of  the  family ; Clarissa  Ruth,  born  April 
1,  1845,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Grimer,  of  Peckville, 
Penn. ; Lucy  M.,  born  December  25,  1847,  is  the 
widow  of  Oliver  Osborne,  of  Arlington,  Penn. ; 
Emelia,  born  January  19,  1849,  died  September  27, 
1865  ; Ada  Maranda,  born  September  20,  1850,  is  the 
wife  of  Davis  A.  Locklin,  a farmer  and  lumberman 
of  Hemlock  Hollow,  Paupack  township,  Wayne 
county;  and  Joseph  Edwin  died  in  infancy.  The 
mother  of  these  children  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
over  eighty-eight  years,  and  possesses  a most  re- 
markable memory.  She  finds  a pleasant  home  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Lee. 

Mr.  Lee  departed  this  life  December  14,  1888, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  In 
Sterling  township  he  filled  the  offices  of  school  di- 
rector, tax  collector  and  constable,  and  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life  was  found  true  and  faithful  to  every 
trust  reposed  in  him.  He  was  an  ardent  Republican 
in  politics,  and  with  that  party  his  son  also  affiliates. 
With  the  assistance  of  the  latter,  Mrs.  Lee  continues 
to  operate  her  farm,  and  from  appearances  it  would 
seem  that  the  same  had  especially  good  care.  She 
and  her  family  occupy  a position  of  prominence  in 
the  social  circles  of  the  community. 

MAJOR  WALTER  A.  WOOD.  Doubtless 
many  of  our  readers,  in  tracing  their  ancestral  lines 
to  the  point  where  uncertain  tradition  brings  their 
researches  to  an  early  and  unsatisfactory  close,  have 
realized  the  value  to  future  generations  of  this  at- 
tempt to  preserve  in  substantial  form  the  information 
yet  obtainable  concerning  the  genealogies  of  our  citi- 
zens, together  with  such  accounts  of  the  men  of  to- 
day as  will  serve  to  continue  the  record  for  pos- 
terity’s use. 
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In  the  case  of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  a 
well-known  resident  of  Honesdale,  Wayne  county, 
the  line  of  descent  is  traced  through  live  generations 
to  I.  Jesse  Wood,  a native  of  England,  who  was  born 
in  1742,  and  in  early  manhood  came  to  America  with 
his  brothers.  He  located  first  on  Long  Island,  and 
later  removed  to  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  while  his 
last  years  were  spent  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.  By 
occupation  he  was  a merchant,  and  as  a public- 
spirited  citizen  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs' 
of  the  communities  in  which  he  resided,  serving  at 
one  time  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  drowned  in 
his  sixtieth  year,  while  boating  on  the  Hudson  river. 
His  first  wife,  Abigail  Young,  died,  leaving  a large 
family,  and  he  then  married  a Miss  Oakley,  and 
later,  for  his  third  wife,  Margaret  Sclmlt. 

II.  Eliphalet  Wood,  the  third  child  of  Jesse  and 
Abigail  Wood,  was  born  March  7,  1776,  and  made 
his  home  in  mature  years  in  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
dying  at  Prompton,  March  10,  1842.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a Baptist,  and  for  many  years  he  was 
a leading  worker  in  the  Church  near  his  home,  serv- 
ing as  elder  during  a long  period.  He  married 
Thyrza  Babcock,  and  they  had  twelve  children, 
among  whom  was  a son,  Jesse  E. 

III.  Jesse  E.  Wood,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  Nevember  24,  1802,  and  died  June  23, 
1889.  He  was  married  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y., 
to  Miss  Jane  Louise  Allen,  a grandniece  of  Col. 
Ethan  Allen,  of  Vermont,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
She  was  born  January  15,  1810,  and  died  August 
4,  1871.  They  had  twelve  children. 

IV.  Benjamin  Lapham  Wood,  the  father  of 

our  subject,  was  born  October  19,  1832,  and  re- 
mained in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  until  1841,  when 
he  located  in  Honesdale ; his  death  occurred 
May  15,  1892,  at  Orange,  N.  J.  He  was  a man  of 
excellent  character,  and  for  many  years  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Hones- 
dale. On  November  7,  1861,  he  married  Miss  Me- 
lissa M.  Porter,  who  was  born  October  12,  1840,  at 
Pleasant  Valley,  N.  J.,  daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Maria  Jane  (Stuart  or  Stewart)  Porter.  Her 
father,  born  in  1802,  died  March  17,  1864,  at  Pleas- 
ant Valley  ; her  mother,  born  in  1814,  at  Branchville, 
N.  J.,  died  in  September,  1847,  at  Pleasant  Valley. 
Mrs.  Wood  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
Four  children  blessed  this  union,  viz. : Lizzie  Por- 

ter, born  September  8,  1863,  who  was  married  June 
13,  1888,  to  Thomas  B.  Clark,  of  Meriden,  Conn.; 
Walter  Alexander,  born  December  11,  1864;  Ala- 
phare  Stuart,  born  July  4,  1869,  who,  died  July  12, 
1874;  and  Florence  Stuart,  born  January  7,  1871. 

V.  Major  Wood  was  born  in  Honesdale,  and 
during  boyhood  he  attended  the  schools  of  that  city, 
graduating  in.  1880.  He  then  took  a course  in  a 
business  college,  and  on  leaving  that  institution  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cut  glass,  in  partner- 
ship with  T.  B.  Clark.  He  has  now  been  connected 
with  that  line  of  business  for  thirteen  years,  and  his 
constantly  growing  trade  shows  his  energy  and 
judgment.  Notwithstanding  the  cares  of  business 


he  finds  time  for  helpful  participation  in  local  affairs, 
and  he  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
1886  he  joined  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  en- 
listing in  Company  E,  12th  Regiment,  and  he  filled 
all  the  offices  connected  therewith,  up  to  and  includ- 
ing that  of  captain,  which  he  neld  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  when  his  entire 
regiment  enlisted  as  the  13th  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers. On  May  5,  1898,  he  was  commissioned 
major,  and  he  served  with  the  regiment  until  its 
muster-out,  March  11,  1899,  at  Augusta,  Ga. 

On  February  20,  1890,  our  subject  was  married, 
at  Paget,  Bermuda  Islands,  to  Miss  Mary  Butler 
Holmes,  and  three  children  have  brightened  their 
home:  Janet  Holmes,  Walter  A.,  Jr.,  and  Mary 
Daisy.  Mrs.  Wood  was  born  October  20,  1864, 
daughter  of  Myron  A.  and  Magdelina  (Reichard) 
Holmes,  who  were  married  October  30,  1861,  and 
lived  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  The  father,  born  Jan- 
uary 22,  1833,  died  April  18,  1889,  was  a son  of 
Frederick  and  Mary  (Butler)  Holmes,  residents  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  The  mother’s  parents,  John  and 
Wilhelmina  (Schroeder)  Reichard,  were  natives  of 
Germany,  and  settled  in  Wilkes  Barre. 

SIMON  RICHARD  EVANS.  Everywhere 
in  our  land  are  found  men  who  have  worked  their 
own  way  from  humble  beginnings  to  leadership  in 
commerce,  the  great  productive  industries  and  the 
management  of  financial  affairs,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
glories  of  our  nation  that  it  is  so.  Among  the  self- 
made  men  of  Wayne  county  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a general  merchant  of  Hawley,  and  a man 
respected  and  esteemed  wherever  known,  and  most 
of  all  where  he  is  best  known. 

Mr.  Evans  was  born  at  Liverpool,  England, 
March  9,  1841,  a son  of  Richard  and  Maria  (Hazel- 
ton)  Evans,  natives  of  England  and  Ireland,  re- 
spectively, the  former  being  of  Welsh  and  English 
and  the  latter  of  Scotch  and  English  descent.  Rich- 
ard Evans,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Wales.  He  was  a stair-builder  by  occu- 
pation, and  being  of  a roving  disposition  worked  in 
a number  of  cities  in  the  British  Isles.  He  came  to 
America,  and  followed  his  trade  at  Pittsburg,  Penn., 
for  a time,  but  finally  returned  to  England.  The 
maternal  grandfather,  Simon  Hazelton,  was  born  in 
England,  and  when  quite  young  removed  with  his 
parents  to  the  vicinity  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  where  they 
went  to  engage  in  the  linen  business.  He  studied 
law,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  practiced  as  an 
attorney.  He  never  came  to  America. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  became  acquainted 
in  England,  were  married  there  in  1836,  and  resided 
in  the  city  of  Liverpool  until  1841,  when  they 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  taking  up  their  residence  in 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Later  they 
located  in  Salem  township,  where  the  father,  who 
was  a carpenter  by  trade,  engaged  in  the  undertak- 
ing business.  He  most  creditably  served  in  one  or 
two  local  offices  in  Wayne  county.  He  was  a man 
of  quiet,  unassuming  disposition,  was  a strict  and 
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faithful  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  also 
a member  of  Amphyction  Lodge,  J.  O.  O.  r.,  ot 

n.  In  1868  he  removed  1-  Scranton,  Penn., 
and  he  died  at  Hyde  Park  (a  suburb  of  that  city)  m 
aged  eventj  one  years,  his  wife  in  18X9,  aged 
seventy-one.  Their  remains  were  brought  back  to 
Salem  Corners,  Wayne  county,  for  inteiment.  O 
their  childn n,  Anna  is  th<  feof  Joseph  lash,  a re- 
tired tinsmith,  of  Scranton;  Mary  died  in  infancy, 
Simon  Richard  is  next  in  order  of  birth,  Emma  C. 
i>  the  wife  of  Charles  hritz,  a railroad  engineer  of 
Trinidad,  Colo.;  Walter  S.  is  a carpenter  of  Hyde 
Park,  Penn.;  Edwin  H.  is  foreman  of  a breaker  for 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad 
Co.,  at  Scranton;  and  Fielding  F.  died  in  infancy. 

Simon  Richard  Evans,  our  subject,  was  married 
November  1869,  in  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
county,  to  Mis  Rena  Louise,  daughter  of  Louis  H. 
Buckland,  Rev.  George  C.  Hart,  a Presbyterian  min- 
ister, officiating.  To  them  were  born  two  children: 
Evangeline  L.,  at  home ; and  Elsie,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  wife  and  mother  died  October  23,  1889, 
aged  forty  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Keens 
cemetery,  Canaan  township. 

At  the  early  age  of  eleven  years  Mr.  Evans 
worked  away  from  home  for  the  first  time,  at  hay- 
ing for  Luther  Weston,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Salem,  the  agreement  being  he  was  to  receive  his 
board  and  ten  cents  per  day.  He  worked  long 
enough  to  earn  two  dollars  and  forty  cents,  the  first 
money  he  had  ever  earned,  and  it  seemed  a large 
amount  at  the  time.  Mr.  Weston  kindly  consented 
to  accept  this  in  payment  for  two  sheep,  which  he 
took,  agreeing  to  return  double  the  number  at  the 
expiration  of  four  years.  Our  subject  continued  to 
work  for  Mr.  Weston  six  months  in  the  summer  and 
attend  school  during  the  winter  until  the  spring  of 
1857,  when  he  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  the  late 
John  Raymond  having  secured  him  a situation  with 
Hawley  Barton  & Co.,  merchants,  as  errand  boy  and 
driver  of  delivery  wagon,  and  there  he  remained  un- 
til the  firm  went  out  of  business.  Returning  to 
Wayne  county  in  1858,  he  worked  in  the  post  office 
at  Salem  under  Dr.  J.  N.  Wilson  for  a short  time, 
and  then  entered  the  employ  of  Hon.  A.  B.  Walker, 
a merchant  of  that  place,  who  later  transferred  him 
to  his  other  store  at  No.  19,  now  the  present  village 
of  Lake  Ariel,  Wayne  county,  where  he  remained  for 
a year  and  a half.  During  the  winter  of  1859-60  he 
clerked  for  Charles  V.  Taft,  of  Blawley,  and  then 
returned  to  Lake  Ariel,  where  he  conducted  the 
store  of  Arthur  Kimble  and  Charles  V.  Taft  for  one 
year.  In  connection  with  William  D.  Curtis  he  then 
purchased  the  store,  which  they  carried  on  until 
September,  1862,  when  Mr.  Evans  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  137th  P.  \ . L,  for  nine  months,  being  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  J.  M.  Buckingham,  of  Canaan 
township.  The  regiment  was  in  no  regular  engage- 
ment.  but  was  under  artillery  fire  at  South  Mountain 
and  Chancellorsville,  and  at  Antietam  was  detailed 
to  guard  the  baggage  wagons  in  the  rear  during  the 
battle,  and  afterward  to  bury  the  dead  left  on  the 


field.  On  June  1,  1863,  Mr.  Evans  was  mustered 
out  with  his  regiment  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  receiv- 
ing an  honorable  discharge  from  the  service. 

Returning  to  Hawley,  Mr.  Evans  worked  in  the 
mercantile  establishment  of  Cromwells  & Solliday 
for  a year,  and  then  went  to  Nashville,  Chattanooga 
and  other  places,  being  in  the  transportation  depart- 
ment of  the  government  for  a year  and  a half.  On 
his  return  to  Wayne  county,  in  1866,  he  again  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  with  William  D.  Curtis  at 
Lake  Ariel,  for  two  years,  when  the  firm  sold  out 
to  J.  H.  Schenck,  for  whom  our  subject  worked  one 
year.  In  1869,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Curtis,  he 
purchased  the  Uri  Mills  corner,  on  First  street,  in 
Hawley,  Penn.,  erected  a store  building,  and  entered 
into  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Curtis  & 
Evans.  In  1877  the  store  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but 
they  rebuilt  the  same  year,  and  continued  in  business 
until  1885,  when  the  firm  was  obliged  to  make  an 
assignment.  Mr.  Curtis  retired,  and  Mr.  Evans 
continued  the  business  in  the  Mourman  building,  a 
few  doors  below.  In  1893  he  purchased  the  old 
stand,  where  he  remained  till  it  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  December,  1897.  The  proprietor  of  the  United 
Knitting  Mills  wishing  to  extend  their  plant,  he  ex- 
changed lots  and  erected  a fine  building  on  the  op- 
posite corner,  on  the  site  occupied  some  twenty-five 
years  ago  by  the  “Ewen  House,”  a noted  hotel  built 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  to  hold  their  elections 
in.  Here  Mr.  Evans  still  carries  on  operations,  re- 
ceiving a liberal  share  of  the  public  patronage.  He 
has  taken  an  active  and  commendable  interest  in 
public  affairs,  has  done  much  to  advance  the  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  the  village,  for  three  years  was  an 
efficient  member  of  the  borough  council,  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  health  the  same  length  of  time, 
and  has  also  been  school  director.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  Hawley  Lodge  No.  305,  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
James  M.  Thorp  Post  No.  157,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Hawley; 
and  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  As  a business  man  and  citizen  he  well  de- 
serves the  success  he  has  achieved  in  life,  and  the 
high  regard  which  is  accorded  him. 

WALTER  SPRY.  Among  the  citizens  of 
mark  in  Oregon  township,  Wayne  county,  no  one 
is  more  worthy  of  consideration  than  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  During  the 
trying  days  of  the  great  Civil  war  he  stood  firmly 
in  defense  of  the  Union,  and  took  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  that  struggle.  He  is  now  one  of 
the  represeiitative  farmers  and  leading  citizens  of 
Oregon  township. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Tames  and  Elizabeth  Spry,  who  spent  their  en- 
tire lives  in  Cornwall,  England.  In  their  family 
were  three  children:  (1)  Walter  Sory,  Sr.,  became 
the  father  of  our  subject.  (2)  Elizabeth  came  to 
America,  married  John  Robins,  and  made  her  home 
at  Beach  Lake,  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  she  died  in  1895.  (3)  William  emigrated 
to  the  country  in  1836,  and  also  located  at  Beach 
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Lake,  where  he  passed  away  in  1893.  He  mar- 
ried Ann  Tamblyn,  and  left  a family  of  six  children, 
two  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Walter  Spry,  Sr.,  was  born  September  17, 
1803,  in  Cornwall,  England,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  married  Miss  Patience  Kinsman,  daughter 
of  Charles  Kinsman,  born  March  25,  1807.  Five 
of  their  family  were  born  in  England,  and  the  others 
after  coming  to  the  United  States.  The  record  of 
their  children  is  as  follows:  Daniel  K.,  born  April 
19,  1827,  died  May  28,  1839;  Charles,  born  Febru- 
ary 27,  1829,  is  a resident  of  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county;  Iveziah,  born  August  22,  1831, 
is  the  wife  of  George  Oliver,  of  Berlin  township ; 
Walter  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; James  K.,  born 
April  14,  1836,  is  a resident  of  Waymart,  Wayne 
county;  Frederick,  born  June  22,  1838,  lives  in 
Plymouth,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.;  Tamzen,  born  Octo- 
ber 3,  1841,  died  December  20,  1867;  Daniel  K., 
born  November  21,  1843,  in  Beach  Lake,  Wayne 
county,  is  a resident  of  Plymouth ; Anna  M.,  born 
October  5,  1845,  is  the  wife  of  Edmund  Bucld,  of 
Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. ; and  Richard  Bray,  born  May 
3,  1847,  resides  in  Jersey  City,  and  is  employed 
as  a tinner  in  New  York  City.  The  mother  of 
these  died  July  17,  1848.  Bv  his  second  marriage, 
to  Emily  Raymond,  Mr.  Spry  had  one  daughter, 
Hannah  Emily,  who  was.  born  May  5,  1851,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Theodore  Taft,  of  Jersey  City. 
The  father  died  September  26,  1870. 

In  Cornwall,  England,  Walter  Spry,  Jr.,  was 
born  November  29,  1833,  and  when  a lad  of  nine 
years  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  this  country, 
locating  near  Beach  Lake,  in  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  He  assisted  in  the  work  of 
the  home  farm  until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  then 
obtained  employment  with  other  farmers  in  Wayne 
county. 

On  August  31,  1862,  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  our 
subject  enlisted  in  Company  C,  67th  Penn.  Vols., 
and  was  mustered  in  to  the  United  States  service 
at  Harrisburg.  He  was  first  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Milrov,  and  saw  active  service  at  Upper- 
ville  and  Opequan  Creek,  W.  Va.  While  engaged 
in  a severe  skirmish  at  Winchester,  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  his  division  was  captured  and  taken  to 
Richmond  prison,  where  they  were  confined  for 
thirty-six  days,  being  released  on  parole  at  the  end 
of  that  time.  Mr.  Spry  was  slightly  wounded 
at  Winchester,  but  soon  returned  to  the  front,  and 
under  Gen.  Grant  participated  in  the  battles  of  Bran- 
dy Station  and  Mine  Run,  where  he  was  wounded, 
losing  one  finger.  The  regiment  then  went  into 
winter  quarters,  and  on  May  5,  1864,  again  took 
the  field,  participating  in  the  famous  seven-days 
battle  in  the  wilderness,  in  which  Mr.  Spry  was 
slightly  wounded  in  the  leg.  At  the  bloody  bat- 
tle of  Cold  Harbor,  the  Union  troops  were  forced 
to  evacuate,  from  there  went  to  City  Point,  and 
thence  to  Washington,  joining  Sheridan,  under 
whom  they  were  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  being 


victorious  in  the  three  battles  of  Winchester,  Fish- 
er’s Hill  and  Cedar  Creek.  At  Winchester,  after  a 
gallant  charge,  the  Union  army  fell  back,  but  re- 
formed their  broken  lines,  and  upon  a second  charge 
drove  the  Rebels  from  the  field.  During  his  serv- 
ices Mr.  Spry  was  transferred,  in  the  spring  of 
1864,  to  the  6th  Corps,  which  was  the  first  to  break 
the  lines  in  the  siege  before  Petersburg.  The  last 
engagement  of  any  importance  in  which  he  took 
part  was  that  of  Sailor’s  Run,  in  which  a part  of 
Lee’s  retreating  army  was  defeated  and  their  wagon 
train  captured.  After  the  surrender  of  Lee  the 
6th  Corps  went  to  Danville,  N.  C.,  intending  to 
help  Sherman,  but  Johnston  surrendered  and  they 
returned  to  Washington.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
our  subject  took  part  in  the  grand  review  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  and  was  mustered  out  June  20,  1865, 
with  an  honorable  war  record. 

In  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Spry  was 
married,  September  20,  1853,  to  Miss  Ann  Eliza 
Nelson,  a daughter  of  Charles  Ripley,  who  died 
when  she  was  only  three  years  old,  and  she  was 
then  adopted  by  the  Nelson  family,  in  which  she  was 
reared.  The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Spry:  (1)  Alonzo  J.,  born  November  10, 
1854,  married  Elma  Barnes  (now  deceased),  and 
they  had  two  children,  Lizzie,  born  March  14,  1880, 
and  Wesley,  born  July  5,  1881.  (2)  George  M.,  born 
April  12,  1858,  is  living  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
county.  (3)  Abbie  Jane,  born  August  13,  1861,  is 
the  wife  of  David  M.  Bunnell,  of  Honesdale.  (4) 
Willie  K.,  born  April  28,  1867,  is  employed  in 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county.  (5)  Daniel  K., 
born  June  4,  1869,  is  a resident  of  Meriden,  Conn. 
(6)  Howard  Grant,  born  March  4,  1873,  is  employed 
as  a glass  cutter  in  Newark,  N.  J.  (7)  Franklin  W., 
born  October  1,  1878,  is  at  home. 

Ever  since  the  war  Mr.  Spry  has  been  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  he  is  not  an 
aspirant  for  political  favors,  though  he  has  been 
delegate  to  many  county  conventions,  and  for  six 
years  a member  of  the  county  central  committee.  He 
is  an  honored  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Post  No.  198, 
Honesdale,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Association 
of  Prisoners  of  War.  As  a true  citizen  and  honor- 
able business  man,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all 
who  know  him. 

EDUARD  METZGER,  a thorough  and  skill- 
ful farmer,  and  a business  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary capacity,  is  a representative  of  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county.  He 
was  born  in  Ross  township,  same  county,  in  June, 
1844,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Metz- 
ger, also  natives  of  Monroe  county.  The  grand- 
father, Christian  Metzger,  was  born  in  Bucks  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ross 
township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  and  his  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Strout,  both 
died.  Their  family  consisted  of  five  children,  one 
son,  Samuel,  and  four  daughters,  Tena,  wife  of 
John  Shupp,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe 
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count\  ; Julia  A.,  wife  of  William  Newheart  of 
Ross  township ; Annie,  wife  of  Levi  Frantz,  of  Koss 
township ; and  1 .avina,  wife  of  Jacob  Bond,  of  Chest- 
nut Hill  township. 

Samuel  Metzger,  our  subject’s  father,  grew  to 
manhood  in  Ross  township,  where  lie  purchased  a 
tract  of  wild  land  and  cleared  and  developed  a farm, 
erecting  thereon  good  buildings.  In  i860  he  pur- 
chased a grist  mill  in  Eldred  township,  Monro< 
county,  which  be  operated  for  many  years,  and  on 
selling  his  farm  removed  to  his  mill  property,  wheie 
he  died  in  1890.  I lis  wife,  who  had  proved  to  him  a 
true  helpmeet,  is  still  living  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
cighty-fiveycars.  She  aided  and  encouraged  him  in  his 
early  struggles  to  make  a home  for  his  family,  and 
many  times  took  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
harvest  field. 

This  worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  all  horn  in  Ross  township;  Betsy  is  now 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Frantz,  a leading  farmer  of  El- 
dred township  ; Truda  married  Edward  Huffelinger, 
of  Eldred  township,  and  they  now  reside  near  Mauch 
Chunk,  Penn.;  Eduard,  our  subject,  and  Joseph 
were  twins,  the  latter  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  months;  Mary  A.  wedded  Levi  Engline,  and 
they  live  at  Allentown,  Penn.;  Jane  is  the  wife  of 
Timothy  Damvort,  of  Easton,  Penn. ; Alfred  died 
young;  Peter  married  Tamar  Drauck,  of  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  and  they  now  reside  in  Eldred  town- 
ship, where  he  is  engaged  in  milling;  Fietta  mar- 
ried George  Bishop,  who  died  at  his  home  in  Phila- 
delphia from  injuries  received  in  a railroad  accident, 
and  she  afterward  married  Frank  Husen,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Eldred 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  by  whom  she  has 
one  son,  George ; and  Ella  is  the  wife  of  Walter 
Earl,  a railroad  engineer  of  Philadelphia,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Gurtie. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Ross  township,  Ed- 
uard Metzger  passed  his  early  life,  and  continued 
to  follow  farming  there  until  his  marriage.  In  i860 


daughter  of 


he  wedded  Miss  Emma  S.  Frantz 
Charles  Frantz,  of  Ross  township,  and  soon  after- 
ward he  purchased  the  old  home  farm  of  his  father. 
On  selling  the  place  in  1878,  he  bought  a farm  in 
Jackson  township,  Monroe  county,  to  the  develop- 
ment and  cultivation  of  which  he  devoted  his  ener- 
gies for  nine  years.  Here  his  wife  died  in  1885, 
leaving  the  following  children:  Milton;  Alvin;  Ja- 
cob; Levi;  Charles  and  Samuel  (twins);  Fannie, 
wife  of  Harry  Edwards;  Catherine,  wife  of  Tom 
Jeffer;  Maria  and  Lizzie.  The  daughters  are  all 
residents  of  Philadelphia.  Milton  married  Sarah 
Mixal,  of  Ross  township,  in  1890,  and  has 
four  children,  Emma,  Charles,  Miria  and  Alisis,  and 
has  purchased  the  old  homestead  in  Jackson  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Metzger  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  in  1885  with  Mrs.  Amy  V.  Kendrew, 
of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  widow  of  Christo- 
pher Kendrew,  and  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Rachel 
Wescott,  old  settlers  of  that  county.  By  her  first 


marriage  she  had  three  children:  (1)  Frank,  who 
married  Lucy  Cerry,  and  resides  on  a farm  in  Wayne 
county,  Penn.;  (2)  George,  a resident  of  Paradise 
township,  Monroe  county,  who  married  Claria 
Evcrets,  and  has  children,  Edgar,  Rebecca  and 
Lucy  ; and  (3)  Christiana,  who  married  George  Em- 
erson, of  England,  and  is  now  living  in  Madison, 
Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn. ; they  have  three  children, 
Emma,  Cristfer  and  Edna.  To  Mr.  Metzger 
were  born  two  children  by  his  second  mar- 
riage: Oscar,  who  was  born  in  Paradise  township 
in  1885,  and  is  now  attending  school;  and  Rachel, 
who  was  born  in  1886,  and  is  at  home. 

Jn  1888,  Mr.  Metzger  purchased  a farm  in 
Paradise  township  on  the  line  of  Barrett  township, 
and  has  since  made  many  improvements  on  the 
place,  including  the  erection  of  a good  barn.  He 
lias  cleared  a large  portion  of  the  farm  and  placed 
it  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  being  an 
up-to-date  fanner  has  equipped  his  place  with  mod- 
ern machinery  of  all  kinds.  He  started  out  in  life 
for  himself  a poor  boy,  being  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  at  an  early  day,  but  by  honest  industry, 
energy,  perseverance  and  good  management  he  has 
succeeded  in  accumulating  a comfortable  compe- 
tence, and  has  also  won  an  enviable  position  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Politically  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  religious  faith  is 
a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

MRS.  SARAH  B.  SETZER,  a most  estimable 
lady  whose  home  is  in  Jackson  township,  is  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of 
Monroe  county,  being  a granddaughter 'of  Peter 
Woodling,  a native  of  Germany,  who  when  a young 
man  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.  He  was 
a Revolutionary  soldier  under  George  Washington. 
Here  he  married  Miss  Maria  Hoffner,  a native  of  the 
county,  and  to  them  were  born  six  children,  all  now 
deceased,  namely:  Peter,  father  of  Mrs.  Setzer ; 
Jacob,  who  died  in  Sm'ithfield  township,  Monroe 
county ; Andrew,  who  made  his  home  in  Ohio ; 
George,  a resident  of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Miller,  of  Mon- 
roe county;  and  Sarah,  widow  of  John  Ritner,  of 
Missouri. 

Peter  Woodling  was  born  and  reared  in  Hamil- 
ton township,  and  was  married  in  Butler  township, 
Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Hannah  Beishline,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth  (Edinger) 
Beishline,  the  former  a native  of  Germany,  the  latter 
of  Tannersville,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.  Mrs.  Setzer  is 
the  eldest  of  the  children  born  of  this  union ; Simon 
died  at  the  age  of  two  3^ears ; Lena  died  at  the  age 
of  five ; Hannah  is  now  the  wife  of  James  Warner, 
of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county;  Rebecca  is 
living  in  Reeders,  Monroe  county;  William  and 
Peter  both  live  in  Paradise  township  (Peter  is  mar- 
ried to  Euphemia  Heller)  ; Michael  is  a resident  of 
Appenzell,  Jackson  township,  and  is  married  to 
Emma  Gresge ; Amos  lives  in  Reeders,  and  is 
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married  to  Tilde  Meakies;  Susanna  is  the  wife  of 
i Aaron  Handerlong,  of  Bangor,  Penn. ; Theodore, 

H unmarried,  lives  at  Reeders ; and  Mary  is  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  28,  1837,  in  what 
is  now  Jackson  township,  but  at  that  time  formed 
a.  part  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county.  On 

(March  17,  1837,  at  Reeders,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  William  Setzer,  a son  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  (Sigline)  Setzer.  His  father  was  born, 

I reared  and  married  in  Hamilton  township,  and  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  there  throughout  life,  his 
[ time  and  attent  ion  being  devoted  to  the  mason’s  trade. 
His  children  were  Susan  (deceased),  who  married 
Samuel  Harleman,  and  died  at  Weatherly,  Penn. ; 
Amos,  who  died  at  Wilkes  Barre ; William,  above 
mentioned;  George  and  Jerome  (twins),  the  former 
of  whom  is  living  in  Weatherly  but  the  latter  died 
in  Neola,  Jackson  township  (they  were  both  soldiers 
in  the  warl  ; Mary,  widow  of  David  McNear,  and 
[ a resident  of  Wilkes  Barre;  Washington  who  died 
in  Weatherly  (he  was  a soldier  in  the  war),  and 
Dolly  and  Melinda  who  both  died  young. 

William  Setzer  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old 
homestead  and  in  early  life  learned  the  mason’s 
trade  with  his  father.  In  1861  he  responded  to  the 
President’s  call  for  aid  in  putting  down  the  Re- 
bellion, and  on  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  re- 
enlisted. He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Wil- 
derness, and  never  fully  recovered  his  health.  When 
hostilities  ceased  and  his  services  were  no  longer 
needed,  he  returned  home  and  resumed  work  at  his 
trade,  to  which  he  devoted  his  energies  throughout 
life  with  good  success.  He  was  a stanch  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  held  several  local  offices,  includ- 
ing that  of  school  director.  Socially  he  was  an 
honored  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  the  K.  of  P.,  and 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  while  in  religious  faith  he  was  an  ac- 
tive and  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  with  which  he  was  officially  connected  up 
to  his  death.  He  died  December  25,  1896,  and  his 
! taking  away  was  mourned  bv  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  besides  his  immediate  family,  for 
he  was  widely  known  and  had  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Eight  children  blessed  the,  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Setzer:  Milton,  born  March  2,  1858,  married 
Hannah  Miller,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn. ; he  served  as 
sheriff  of  Carbon  county  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven, 
and  as  constable  thirteen  years.  Calvin  W.,  bom  De- 
cember 9,  i860,  married  Hattie  Bloce,  and  is  a fire- 
man residing  in  Dunmore,  Penn.  Alice  S.,  born  June 
26,  1863,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  F.  Altemose,  of  Dun- 
more.  Elmer  Elsworth,  born  August  4,  1867,  mar- 
ried Maggie  McDonald,  and  lives  in  Dunmore. 
Elizabeth  M.,  born  October  26,  1869,  married  Mil- 
ton  Bonser,  and  removed  to  Denver,  Colo.,  where 
he  died,  but  his  remains  were  brought  back  and  in- 
terred at  Reeders,  Monroe  county ; he  left  two  chil- 
dren, Jessie,  born  August  24,  1890;  and  Grant,  born 
September  4,  1892;  Mrs.  Bonser  is  now  living  in 
Scranton,  Penn.  Ada,  born  May  8,  1872,  is  the  wife 


of  James  Bell,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Jennie  J.,  born 
May  28,  1876,  is  the  wife  of  Ulysses  Kellow,  of 
Scranton.  S.  Aurora,  born  October  8,  1877,  is  now 
at  home,  but  spends  most  of  her  time  in  Scranton. 

JOHN  STEVENS,  one  of  the  leading  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county,  is  prominently  connected  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests,  and  with  those  enterprises  which 
tend  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Sterling  township,  April  15,  1836,  a son  of  Henry 
and  Sarah  (Dobell)  Stevens,  the  former  also  a na- 
tive of  Sterling  township,  and  the  latter  of  Kent 
County,  England,  whence  she  came  to  America  with 
her  father,  Rev.  George  Dobell,  a Baptist  minister, 
who  first  located  in  Sterling  township,  later  re- 
moving to  Jonestown,  Wayne  county.  Mr.  Dobell 
was  three  times  married,  his  first  wife  being  Eliza- 
beth Hillman,  who  died  in  England,  leaving  three 
daughters : Sarah  and  Anna,  twins,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  unmarried  in  1895  ; and  Eliza,  who  mar- 
ried Abbott  Purdy.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject  were  Henry  and  Martha  Stevens,  na- 
tives of  Germany  and  Long  Island,  respectively. 
From  the  latter  place  they  removed  to  Wyoming 
Valley,  Penn.,  but  they  spent  their  last  days  in 
Wayne  county,  their  remains  being  interred  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Sterling  township.  Their  children 
were  Valentine,  George,  Jane,  Nicholas,  Mary,  Ann, 
Henry  and  Martha.  A more  extended  history  of  the 
ancestors  is  given  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of 
William  Yates  elsewhere. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  farming  peo- 
ple, and  spent  their  entire  married  life  in  Wayne 
county.  The  father  died  May  21,  1878,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years,  the  mother  February  21,  1898,  aged 
eighty-five,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Nobletown 
cemetery.  Their  children  were  as  follows : Eliza 
A.,  widow  of  William  Yates,  and  a resident  of 
Sterling  township;  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mary  J.,  wife  of  John  Ferguson,  a farmer  of  Ster- 
ling township ; Harriet,  a resident  of  Salem  Cor- 
ners, Wayne  county,  and  the  widow  of  Solon  Peet, 
who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war ; Phoebe,  wife  of 
Benjamin  Yates,  a farmer  of  Sterling  township; 
William,  also  a farmer  of  that  township,  who  mar- 
ried Sarah  Sinquet;  Martha,  deceased  wife  of  James 
Bird,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Emma,  who  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  some  time  prior  to  her  death ; 
Lotta,  a milliner,  of  Georgetown,  Penn. ; and  George, 
who  married  Tacey  Noble,  and  is  a merchant  of 
Maplewood,  Wayne  county. 

John  Stevens  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
like  most  farmer  boys.  On  reaching  manhood  he 
was  married,  at  Hamilton,  Wayne  county,  on  Janu- 
ary 29,  1866,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Yates,  by  whom  he 
had  four  children:  Ira  M.,  who  is  with  his  father; 
Ida  M.,  who  is  with  her  brother  in  Denver,  Colo. ; 
Merton  J.,  a railroad  fireman,  living  in  Denver, 
Colo. ; and  Charles,  who  has  been  adopted  by  Mrs. 
William  Yates,  and  is  now  known  as  Charles  Yates. 
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The  mother  of  these  children  died  January  25,  1876, 
aged  thirty  two  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Noblctown  cemetery.  She  was  a daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin '1'.  and  Mary  A.  (Jarvis)  Yates,  and  a sister 
of  W illiam  Yates.  At  (ireenwood,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Stevens  was  again  married,  Janu- 
arv  $o,  1878,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mary 
L Siii(|uet,  and  to  them  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren: Arthur,  Nellie,  Lmma,  Henry  and  Gertrude, 
all  at  home.  Mrs.  Stevens  is  a native  of  Sterling 
township,  W’avne  county,  and  a daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Eliza  ( Fritz)  Sinquet,  who  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  C hester  county,  Penn.,  whence  they 
came  to  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  in  1858. 
The  father,  who  was  born  March  30,  1824,  died 
here  March  1,  1895,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
in  November,  1878,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years, 
their  remains  being  interred  in  Nobletown  ceme- 
tery. She  was  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Mr.  Sinquet  was  a carpenter  by  trade.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Society,  was  quite 
a prominent  man,  and  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
offices  of  constable  and  county  auditor.  His  par- 
ents were  Samuel  and  Mary  (Neils)  Sinquet,  of 
Chester  county,  where  the  mother  died,  the  father 
spending  his  last  days  with  his  son  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty. Samuel  Sinquet  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812. 

Mrs.  Stevens  is  one  of  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, who  in  order  of  birth  are  as  follows:  William, 
who  married  Anna  Smith,  and  is  engaged  in  carpem 
tcring  for  the  Gravity  Company  at  Waymart, 
Wayne  county  ; Sarah,  wife  of  William  F.  Stevens,  a 
farmer  of  Sterling  township;  Susan,  wife  of  Alvin 
Bisbing,  who  is  with  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co., 
at  Providence,  Penn. ; Mary  E.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Emma,  wife  of  Phineas  T.  Howe,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  creamery  business  at  Lake  Ariel, 
Wayne  county;  Ida,  wife  of  Edward  Ammerman, 
a farmer  of  Peetona,  Penn. ; and  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  George  Fisher,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Grav- 
ity railroad  and  lives  in  Waymart. 

Mr.  Stevens  accidentally  had  his  left  thumb 
shot  off  by  his  brother,  who  was  “fooling”  with  a 
pistol,  the  same  shot  penetrating  his  sister’s  head. 
He  is  a wide-awake,  progressive  farmer,  whose 
success  in  life  may  be  attributed  to  his  own  untir- 
ing efforts.  Flis  word  in  business  transactions  is 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  he  is  justly 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  energetic  representa- 
tive citizens  of  Sterling  township. 

JAMES  Y\  . FLA  NN.  In  the  agricultural  and 
industrial  development  of  the  western  portion  of 
Susquehanna  county  one  of  the  most  conspicuous 
figures  is  James  \\  . Flynn,  of  Middletown  township. 
He  is  a citizen  who  is  keenly  alive  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  people  among  whom  he  lives,  and  his 
native  talents  and  generous,  kindly  nature  have  ever 
commended  him  favorably  to  a wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 

Mi.  Flynn  was  born  in  County  Tipperary,  Ire- 


land, February  9,  1833,  son  of  John  and  Bridget 
( Ryan)  Flynn,  the  parents,  both  of  whom  w'ere 
born  in  the  year  1804,  immigrating  in  1841  to  Am- 
erica with  their  family  of  five  children.  In  their  na- 
tive land  they  had  farmed,  and  they  followed  the  same 
pursuit  in  the  United  States.  Patrick  Ryan,  a broth- 
er-in-law of  John  Flynn,  had  in  1840  purchased 
by  contract  a tract  of  land  in  Middletown  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  to  this  the  father  of 
our  subject  moved,  erecting  a small  log  cabin,  16x20, 
and  clearing  up  a farm.  Later,  in  1852,  he  bought 
from  John  Doughtery  an  adjoining  farm  of  100 
acres,  of  which  about  twenty  acres  were  cleared.  To 
this  farm  Mr.  Flynn  moved,  and  here  he  lived  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  May  11,  1874,  his  wife, 
who  survived  him  many  years,  passing  away  March 
8,  1891.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a consistent 
Catholic,  and  in  politics  a Democrat.  To  John  and 
Bridget  Flynn  were  born  nine  children  who  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood,  as  follows:  (1)  John, 
born  in  Ireland  June  4,  1831,  married  Miss  Mary 
Welsh,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  they  now  reside  on  a 
farm  in  Middletown.  Nine  children  have  been  born 
to  them — Thomas,  a blacksmith,  and  foreman  in  a 
bicycle  works  at  Albany,  Ind. ; William,  who  now 
owns  the  “Joel  Terrell  Stone  House”  farm  in  Forest 
Lake  township;  James,  general  manager  for  the 
State  Hospital  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  for  a time, 
and  now  a policeman  of  that  city;  John,  manager  of 
the  home  farm ; Edward,  who  was  well-educated, 
and  is  now  manager  of  the  State  Hospital  farm  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Henry  P.,  a dry-goods  salesman 
at  Binghamton;  Annie,  wife  of  James  Kahil,  of 
Binghamton ; Alice,  a resident  of  Binghamton ; and 
one  who  died  at  birth.  (2)  James  W.,  our  subject, 
was  the  second  child.  (3)  Thomas,  born  in  Ireland 
in  1835,  married  Emily  M.  Ryan,  daughter  of  Pat- 
rick Ryan  of  Apolacon  township,  and  was  for  a num- 
ber of  years  a grocer  at  Friendsville.  Later  he 
bought  a farm  in  Friendsville,  where  he  died  Jan- 
uary 15,  1866,  leaving  a wife  and  two  children — 
Alfonso,  who  died  soon  after  his  father’s  death ; 
and  Francis  J.,  a resident  of  Apolacon  township.  (4) 
Henry  P.,  born  in  1835,  left  home  when  a young 
boy,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  worked  for  a 
time  in  Tioga  county.  He  learned  the  tanner’s  trade 
in  Maine,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  was  general  superin- 
tendent in  various  tanneries  for  Thomas  E.  Proc- 
tor, some  twenty-two  years,  and  is  now  general  land 
agent  and  manager  for  the  Thomas  E.  Proctor  land- 
ed estate  in  the  State  of  New  York,  residing  in  the 
city  of  Carthage.  (5)  Mary,  born  in  Ireland,  married 
Francis  P.  Ryan,  who  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  being  a sergeant  of  Company  H,  143rd  P.  V.  I., 
and  took  part  in  many  important  and  hard-fought 
battles,  including  Antietam,  Gettysburg,  the  Wilder- 
ness, etc.  He  died  at  Friendsville  in  March,  1870, 
leaving  a wife  and  two  children — Thomas  and 
James,  both  residents  of  that  place.  (6)  Edward  F., 
born  November  14,  1841,  married  Miss  Mary  Casey, 
of  Oxford,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  settled  in 
Greene,  N.  Y.,  where  for  some  years  he  engaged  in 
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the  clothing  business,  in  1876  moving  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  exhibited  a midget  child  during  the 
Centennial  exposition,  and  later  he  traveled  through- 
out the  Uuited  States,  Europe  and  Australia,  dying 
while  in  the  latter  continent.  His  widow  still  travels 
with  the  child.  The  other  children  of  Edward  F. 
and  Mary  Flynn  are  William  J.,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; 
Nellie,  of  Binghamton;  Alice;  Beatrice,  whose  home 
is  with  her  uncle,  our  subject;  and  Edward,  who 
died  at  the  home  of  our  subject.  (7)  Margaret,  born 
in  Middletown  in  1843,  married  Charles  H.  Ham- 
lin, and  they  now  reside  at  Binghamton.  They  have 
a family  of  seven  children — Mary,  Thomas,  Lizzie, 
Charles,  James,  Carrie  and  Joseph.  (8)  Johanna, 
born  in  1854,  married  Andrew  Phalan,  and  died  on 
his  farm  in  Middletown  township  April  15,  1889, 
leaving  a husband  and  nine  children — John,  a hotel 
man  at  Scranton;  Andrew  J.,  hotel  proprietor  at 
Scranton;  Henry,  of  Middletown;  William,  of 
Scranton;  Frank,  of  Scranton ; Edward,  of  Middle- 
town;  Ambrose,  of  Jessup,  Lackawanna  county; 
Phelix,  of  Middletown ; and  George,  of  Middletown. 
(9)  Elizabeth,  born  in  Middletown  in  1847,  is  now  a 
dressmaker  of  Binghamton.  (10)  Michael  died  in 
childhood. 

James  W.  Flynn,  our  subject,  was  eight  years  of 
age  when,  in  1841,  he  was  brought  to  America  by  his 
parents.  He  received  a good  education,  attending 
the  district  schools  of  Middletown  in  his  youth,  but 
the  greater  part  was  acquired  bv  attendance  at  night 
school,  his  studies  being  pursued  by  candle  light  and 
while  he  was  working  by  his  blacksmith  fire.  When 
a young  man  lie  acquired  a knowledge  of  the  black- 
smith trade  in  Forest  Lake  township  and  in  Tioga 
county,  N.  Y.  At  the  close  of  his  thorough  appren- 
ticeship locating  at  Apalachin,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  followed  his  trade  for  three  years.  Re- 
moving to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  he  was  there  em- 
ployed for  a time  as  foreman  in  the  Shapley- Wells 
shops,  and  thence  removed  to  Deposit,  where  for 
three  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Devereux,  Clark 
& Co.  Later  he  came  to  Friendsville,  and  followed 
his  trade  continuously  until  1870.  Meanwhile,  in 
1859,  Mr.  Flynn  had  purchased  the  old  homestead, 
which  from  time  to  time  he  greatly  improved.  On 
Christmas  Day,  1861,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Donlin, 
who  was  born  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  February  23,  1842,  daughter  of  Patrick  and 
Mary  (Divin)  Donlin,  old  and  prominent  residents 
of  that  township,  and  they  commenced  married  life 
at  Friendsville,  our  subject  working  steadily  at  his 
trade  in  that  village  until  1870,  with  the  exception  of 
one  year.  1864,  when  he  worked  at  Birchardville. 

In  1870  Air.  Flynn  moved  to  the  old  homestead, 
on  which  he  erected  a large  two-story  frame  house 
and  made  many  other  improvements.  He  has  added 
to  the  place  by  purchase,  and  now  owns  153  acres, 
his  being  one  of  the  valuable  and  well-tilled  farms 
in  the  township.  He  also  owns  real  estate  in  the 
borough  of  Friendsville,  and  is  interested  in  other 
real  estate  in  New  York  State.  In  1894,  through  his 
energy  and  substantial  aid,  the  Woolf  Road  Cream- 


ery was-  established  near  his  home,  and  his  good 
judgment  in  business  matters  is  evident  in  the  fact 
that  it  has  been  a success  from  the  start.  For  over 
twenty-eight  years  Mr.  Flynn  has  acted  as  agent  for 
different  persons  from  various  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, receiving  quite  an  income  from  this  source. 
Having  discharged  every  trust  with  the  utmost 
fidelity  and  economy,  he  won  and  retained  the  con- 
fidence and  good  will  of  his  patrons.  hrom  his 
earliest  boyhood  his  motto  was  strict  attention  to  all 
business  intrusted  to  his  care. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flynn  have  no  family  of  their 
own,  but  they  have  reared  a son,  William  J.,  and 
also  five  of  his  brother’s  children,  besides  several 
orphans.  William  J.  Flynn  married  Miss  Kate  M. 
Doocey,  of  Middletown,  and  they  have  two  daugh- 
ters, Mary  and  Alena ; they  reside  on  the  homestead. 

Politically  Mr.  Flynn  was  formerly  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  latterly  he  has  sup- 
ported Democratic  principles.  Ever  since  his  mar- 
riage he  has  been  invested  by  his  fellow  citizens  with 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  some  position  of 
trust.  While  a resident  of  Friendsville  he  held  the 
offices  of  burgess,  town  councilman  and  school  di- 
rector, and  since  coming  to  Middletown  he  has  been 
supervisor,  poormaster  and  justice  of  the  peace,  at 
present  serving  his  fifth  term  in  the  responsible  judi- 
ciary office  last  named.  Through  the  efforts  of  Mr, 
Flynn  and  other  public-spirited  citizens  the  post- 
office  of  Flynn  was  established  in  1891,  at  our  sub- 
ject’s home,  and  he  was  appointed  the  first  postmas- 
ter. He  declined,  however,  and  F.  A.  Rouck  was 
appointed,  holding  the  office  for  two  years,  during 
which  time  the  duties  of  the  postoffice  were  dis- 
charged by  William  J.  Flynn.  The  next  four  years 
Mrs.  James  W.  Flynn  served,  resigning  in  1897  in 
favor  of  J.  A.  Curley,  who  removed  the  office  to  his- 
store,  near  by.  Mr.  Flynn  has  always  given  his- 
support  to  forwarding  all  enterprises  beneficial  to  his 
town  or  county.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of 
St.  Patrick’s  Catholic  Church,  Middletown.  He  is 
universally  regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost  men  of 
the  township,  his  social  standing  is  unexcelled,  and 
his  devotion  and  fidelity  to  public  interests  have  been 
attested  in  numerous  instances. 

PETER  F.  OSBORNE,  one  of  the  brave  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war,  and  a 
worthy  citizen  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county, 
is  a representative  of  a family  that  has  long  been 
identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  this 
section  of  the  State.  His  grandfather,  John  Os- 
borne, a famous  hunter,  was  born  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  married  Miss  Rebecca  McCape, 
b}  whom  he  had  four  children:  James,  the  father  of 
our  subject;  Rebecca,  deceased  wife  of  Nathaniel 
Rollison,  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county;  Hen- 
ry, who  died  in  Canaan  township ; and  Peter,  who 
died  in  Salem  township,  in  1875.  The  grandfather 
died  in  1816,  his  wife  two  years  later,  their  deaths 
resulting  fron  an  accidental  plunge  in  the  icy  waters- 
of  the  Susquehanna  river. 
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[amcs  Osborne  was  born  June  23,  1807,  111 
I ’ittston,  l’enn.,  and  was  but  nine  years  old  when 
bis  father  died.  The  children  lived  near  their  birth- 
place until  they  reached  maturity,  when  Rebecca 
married  and  came  to  Wayne  county.  1 he  brothers 
followed  s.  .on  afterward,  and  purchasing  wood  land 
in  Salem  township,  began  clearing  the  same  for 
farming  purposes.  Janies,  Rebecca  and  Peter  set- 
tled within  a radius  of  a mile,  while  Henry  bought 
propertv  six  miles  distant  on  Bidwell  Hill,  but  he 
afterward  removed  to  South  Canaan  township, 
W ayne  county,  where  be  operated  a carding  ma- 
chine. The  father  of  our  subject  was  a renowned 
hunter  and  fisherman,  and  when  the  infirmities  of 
age  prevented  him  from  doing  manual  labor  he  de- 
lighted to  sit  with  bis  descendants  around  him,  re- 
lating the  scenes  and  incidents  of  life  in  the  back 
woods.  I le  was  married,  April  22,  1829,  to  Miss 
Rachel  l’ersing,  of  Catawissa,  Penn.,  daughter  of 
Peter  Persing.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to 
them,  two  died  in  infancy;  Harriet,  wife  of  Abra- 
ham Cramer,  died  in  1874;  James  died  in  1893; 
Amanda,  wife  of  L.  II.  Cramer,  died  in  1896;  John 
\\  . is  a resident  of  1 lamilton,  Penn. ; Angeline  is  the 
wife  of  George  Penny,  of  Daleville,  Penn.;  Rebecca 
is  the  wife  of  Stephen  Kimble,  of  Hoadley’s,  Penn. : 
George  Henry  is  a resident  of  Reynoldsville ; Peter 
F.  is  next  in  the  arder  of  birth;  and  Rachel  is  the 
wife  of  W.  H.  H.  Bell,  of  Patton,  Penn.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  May  26,  1880,  the 
father  in  1897,  which  time  he  had  forty-six  grand- 
children and  fifty-eight  great-grandchildren.  He 
was  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  is  deserving 
of  prominent  mention  on  the  roll  of  Wayne  county’s 
honored  pioneers. 

Peter  F.  Osborne,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Arlington,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
November  1,  1842.  On  August  6,  1862,  he  offered 
his  services  to  his  country,  enlisting  for  nine  months 
in  Company  A.  137th  P.  V.  I.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  June  1,  1863,  and  March  7,  1864,  re- 
enlisted  for  three  years,,  or  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  becoming  sergeant  in  Company  D,  2nd  Penn- 
sylvania Heavy  Artillery.  He  was  mustered  out 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  November  22,  1865.  With 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  he  was  all  through  the 
Peninsular  campaign,  including  the  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Spottsy.lvania,  Cold  Harbor  and  South 
Mountain.  While  fighting  in  front  of  Petersburg 
he  was  wounded,  June  17,  1864,  and  was  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Chestnut  Hill. 

Mr.  Osborne  was  married,  in  Honesdale,  Au- 
gust 3.  1867,  by  Rev.  W.  J.  Judd,  a M.  E.  minister, 
to  Miss  Frances  G.  Williams,  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
and  Susan  Ruth  (Bartleson)  Williams.  Her  father, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  May  20,  1811, 
died  March  1,  1886.  in  South  Sterling,  Penn.,’ where 
her  mother  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Osborne’s  paternal 
grandfather,  Joseph  Williams,  a native  of  Wales, 
became  a sailor,  and  finally  located  in  New  York, 
where  he  wedded  Mary  Kinney,  a native  of  Ireland. 
When  their  son  Jeremiah  was  seven  years  old  they 


removed  to  Philadelphia,  and  subsequently  to  South 
Sterling.  This  was  in  the  early  days,  when  travelers 
were  forced  to  make  their  own  roads,  and  it  required 
four  days  for  them  to  cut  a road  through  the  dense 
woods,  a distance  of  twelve  miles.  Bartle  Bartle- 
son, Mrs.  Osborne’s  maternal  grandfather,  was  of 
German  descent,  and  married  Alice  Acres,  of  Eng- 
lish parentage.  The  children  of  Jeremiah  Will- 
iams and  wife  were  Rebecca,  wife  of  Truman  Os- 
borne, of  South  Sterling  ; Martha,  who  is  unmar- 
ried, and  lives  in  South  Sterling;  John  B.,  a law- 
yer of  Stroudsburg,  who  is  now  serving  as  district 
attorney  of  Monroe  county;  J.  W.,  a coal  dealer  of 
Elmhurst,  Penn. ; Mary  A.,  wife  of  Edward  Kimble, 
of  Lake  Ariel,  Penn.;  and  Frances  G.,  born  Decem- 
ber 15,  J846,  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborne  have  four  children:’ 
Bella  M.,  born  April  14,  1868,  was  educated  at  the 
Waymart  Academy  and  the  Bloomsburg  Normal 
School,  and  is  now  a successful  teacher;  Ernest  W., 
born  May  4.  1872,  attended  school  at  Waymart, 
Wood’s  Business  College,  and  the  Bloomsburg 
Normal  School,  and  is  now  a bookkeeper  for  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  Coal  Co.,  at  Honesdale;  and 
Gertie  R.,  born  March  1,  1878,  and  Lena  F.,  born 
June  27,  1879,  are  b°th  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Osborne  has  always  been  a pro- 
nounced Republican,  and  besides  serving  on  the 
Republican  county  committee  he  has  held  the  follow- 
ing township  offices  : Supervisor,  two  years  ; school 
director,  three  years ; overseer  of  the  poor,  seven 
years ; and  inspector  of  elections.  He  also 
served  as  postmaster  of  Arlington  for  six  years, 
and  has  proved  a most  popular  and  trustworthy 
official.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  Encampment,  while  religiously, 
he  and  his  wife  are  both  connected  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  As  a citizen,  friend  and 
neighbor  he  is  true  to  every  duty,  and  justly  merits 
the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 

THOMAS  LEONARD,  an  enterprising  and 
prominent  farmer  of  Buckingham  township,  Wayne 
county,  has  demonstrated  the  true  meaning  of  the 
word  success  as  the  full  accomplishment  of  an  hon- 
orable purpose.  Energy,  close  application,  perse- 
verance and  good  management,  these  are  the  ele- 
ments which  have  entered  into  his  business  career 
and  crowned  his  efforts  with  prosperity. 

Mr.  Leonard  is  a native  of  County  Meath,  Ire- 
land, and  a son  of  Daniel  and  Rose  (Langan)  Leon- 
ard, who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  that 
county,  where  the  mother  continued  to  make  her 
home  until  called  to  her  final  rest,  in  1863.  They 
were  poor  and  humble,  but  honest  and  highly-re- 
spected people.  In  his  native  land  the  father  was 
employed  as  a shepherd,  caring  for  sheep  and  stock 
of  all  kinds,  and  his  children  all  became  familiar 
with  that  occupation.  They  all  came  to  the  New 
World,  and  here  the  father  spent  his  last  years,  dv- 
ing  in  Wayne  county  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  In 
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order  of  birth  the  children  of  the  family  are  as  fol- 
lows: Thomas,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mathew, 
a leading  and  well-known  citizen  of  Buckingham 
township,  Wayne  county;  Michael,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  transfer  business  with  the  Decker  Company, 
in  New  York  City;  Mary,  wife  of  Bernard  Mc- 
Garry,  of  Buckingham  township;  Daniel,  a stone 
mason,  of  North  Adams,  Mass. ; John,  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township,  Wayne  county;  and  Christopher,  of 
Buckingham  township. 

In  i860  Thomas  Leonard  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  the  United  States,  and  first  located  at  Beach 
Pond,  Berlin  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  lived  for  four  years.  After  a few  months  spent 
in  Honesdale,  he  then  settled  upon  his  present  farm 
in  Buckingham  township,  his  first  home  being  a 
rude  log  cabin  now  used  as  a chicken  house.  On  a 
natural  building  site  he  later  erected  a comfortable 
and  more  commodious  residence,  has  built  good 
barns  and  other  outbuildings,  and  made  many  other 
improvements  which  add  greatly  to  the  value  and 
attractive  appearance  of  the  place.  The  farm  com- 
prises 300  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  and  is 
stocked  with  good  grades  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and 
hogs,  including  a herd  of  sixteen  cows.  In  con- 
nection with  general  farming  our  subject  has  also 
successfully  engaged  in  stock  dealing,  and  his  prop- 
erty is  all  free  from  debt. 

In  i86g  Mr.  Leonard  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ellen  Flynn,  a most  estimable  lady,  who 
has  proved  a true  helpmate  to  him.  She  is  a native 
of  County  Roscommon,  Ireland,  where  she  was 
reared  and  educated,  coming  to  America  in  1864. 
Her  parents  were  Patrick  and  Winifred  (Dwyer) 
Flynn,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1895,  aged 
eighty  years,  the’  latter  on  March  13,  1899.  In 
their  family  were  eight  children,  namely:  Ellen, 
Patrick,  William,  Luke,  Thomas,  Michael,  Bridget 
and  Mary  Ann.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  have  six 
children:  Rose,  William,  Thomas  P.,  Winifred, 
George  and  Edward.  The  Democratic  party  always 
finds  in  Mr.  Leonard  a stanch  supporter,  and  for 
nine  years  he  has  served  as  auditor  of  his  township 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  He  is  honorable  and  upright  in  all 
things,  his  word  being  considered  as  good  as  his 
bond. 

JOHN  H.  UTTER  owns  and  operates  a good 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Preston  township,  Wayne 
county,  conveniently  located  near  Poyntelle,  and  its 
neat  and  thrifty  appearance  well  indicates  his  care- 
ful supervision.  Substantial  buildings  are  surround- 
ed by  well-tilled  fields,  which  yield  to  the  owner 
bountiful  harvests  in  return  for  the  care  and  labor 
bestowed  upon  them. 

Mr.  LTter  was  born  November  29,  1848,  in 
Otsego  countv,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Dr.  Daniel  Utter, 
who  was  for  many  years  an  eminent  physician  and 
popular  citizen  of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county.  Dr. 
Utter  married  Miss  Abigail  Skinnerhorn,  a native 
of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y. ; and  to  them  were  born 
children  as  follows : John  H. ; Elizabeth,  Mrs. 


Koehler,  of  Starrucca ; Marvin,  a resident  of  the 
same  place;  and  Anna,  Mrs.  Thompkins.  The  fa- 
ther died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  Doctor, 
being  quite  a successful  business  man,  left  consider- 
able property  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

On  a farm  near  Lanesboro,  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  John  H.  Utter  grew  to  manhood, 
early  becoming  familiar  with  the  occupations  of 
farming  and  lumbering.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
most  successful  hunters  of  the  county,  and  during 
his  youth  had  ample  opportunity  to  indulge  in  that 
sport,  as  most  of  the  country  was  still  unimproved 
and  inhabited  principally  by  wild  game  of  all  kinds. 
For  two  years,  1870  to  1872,  he  was  engaged  in 
hunting  and  herding  cattle  in  Kansas,  during  that 
time  killing  500  buffalo  and  plenty  of  other  game. 

Mr.  Utter  was  married,  December  25,  1867,  in 
Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Marian 
Hine,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  that 
township,  and  is  a daugnter  of  John  and  Amanda 
(Thurston)  Hine,  now  deceased.  Nettie,  the  only 
sister  of  Mrs.  Utter,  has  also  passed  away.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Utter  are  as  follows: 
Rosa;  Emma  (wife  of  George  Haines,  of  Austin, 
Potter  Co.,  Penn.)  ; Arvilla  (wife  of  A.  Neele,  of 
Wayne  county)  ; Jennie,  Daniel,  Henry, Nettie, Daisy, 
and  Warren.  For  many  years  Mr.  Utter  has  been 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and 
always  takes  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in 
public  affairs. 

CYRUS  W.  LOVELASS,  a prosperous  and 
honored  citizen  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  August  18,  1848,  on  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  still  continues  to  reside. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Lovelass,  was  one  of  the  prominent  early  settlers  of 
Wayne  county,  and  here  reared  a family  of  four 
sons:  John;  Robert;  Isaac;  and  James,  who  is  still 
a resident  of  Damascus  township.  Of  these,  Robert 
Lovelass  was  born  in  Dorsetshire,  England,  and  in 
that  country  married  Ann  Wilkins,  a daughter  of 
John  Wilkins.  It  was  in  1837  that  they  crossed  the 
Atlantic  and  took  up  their  residence  upon  the  farm 
in  Wayne  county.  Penn.,  wnere  their  son  now  lives. 
I11  1878,  however,  he  rturned  to  England.  Robert 
Lovelass  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was 
a Republican  in  politics,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  devout  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
She  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  In 
their  family  were  five  children : Samuel,  Sarah, 
Jonathan,  Charles  and  Cyrus  W. 

Cvrus  W.  Lovelass  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
home  farm,  becoming  a thorough  and  skillful  agri- 
culturist, and  a business  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary ability.  Farming  has  been  his  principal 
occupation,  but  he  has  devoted  some  attention  to 
lumbering,  and  at  the  present  time  he  and  his  broth- 
er Samuel  own  and  successfully  operate  the  old 
homestead,  comprising  245  acres  of  valuable  and 
productive  land,  under  excellent  cultivation.  The 
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place  is  known  as  "Fallsville  Farm,”  and  an  elegant 
residence  was  erected  thereon  in  1884,  at  a cost  of 
( hie  of  the  great  attractions  of  this  farm 
1-.  the  Inn-  herd  of  jersey  cows  that  arc  a source  of 
much  pride  and  profit  to  the  owner.  Besides  his 
interest  in  his  home  farm,  our  subject  owns  a tract 
oi  land  at  Jamestown,  N.  Dak.,  and  also  lias  property 
in  other  localities. 

On  December  5,  18X3,  Mr.  Lovelass  married 
Miss  Helen  1 lurcher,  a daughter  of  William  P. 
1 lurcher  and  a granddaughter  of  J ohn  J lurcher.  I lie 
former  /as  married  in  1852,  to  Sarah  Sprague,  a 
native  of  Sullivan  county  X.  '1  .,  and  a daughter  of 
Samuel  Sprague,  who  was  born  at  Rockland,  that 
county;  his  father,  Levi  Sprague,  was  a Revolu- 
tionarv  soldier.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lurcher  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  named  children:  Helen, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Frank,  a resident  of  Denver, 
Colo.;  Lena,  wife  of  1’.  X.  Crawford,  of  Bingham- 
ton. X.  Y.  ; .Mary,  wife  of  G.  W.  Jenks,  of  Denver, 
Colo.;  Dunkort,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  three 
who  are  deceased ; Passmore,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty  years ; Maxwell,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen months ; and  Joseph,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
live  months.  The  father  died  in  1873;  the  mother 
is  still  living,  and  now  makes  her  home  in  Denver, 
Colorado. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lovelass  have  three  children: 
William  Foster,  born  March  24,  1890;  Helen  Ger- 
trude, born  February  25,  1895  1 and  Mildred  Grace, 
born  February  13,  1898.  The  wife  and  mother  is 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Damascus  town- 
ship, and  is  a most  estimable  lady.  Mr.  Lovelass 
partakes  of  many  of  the  admirable  characteristics  of 
his  English  ancestors,  those  of  industry,  good  man- 
agement and  honesty,  and  wherever  known  his  word 
is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  has  been  re- 
markably successful  in  business  life,  and  his  career 
has  been  such  as  to  win  for  him  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
Politically  he  is  a stanch  suoporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  is  now  acceptably  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board. 

I- RANG  IS  M.  Y\  AGNER  has  for  several  rears 
been  actively  identified  with  the  agricultural’  and 
commercial  interest  of  Wayne  county,  and  is  to- 
day numbered  among  the  most  reliable,  enterpris- 
ing and  energetic  business  men  of  South  Canaan 
Corners,  where  he  carries  on  operations  as  a gen- 
eral farmer  and  dealer  in  live  stock,  produce,  etci 

A native  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Wagner  was 
born  in  Huntington  township,  Luzerne  county,  Oc- 
t°ber  |3.  1851,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Huldah 
(Sutliff)  Wagner,  who  still  reside  in  that  town- 
ship. where  the  father  follows  farming.  They  are 
also  natives  of  Luzerne  county,  the  father  born  No- 
vember 25,  1822,  and  the  mother  April  18,  1824. 
In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  In  their 
family  were  only  two  childern,  and  the  elder.  Wells, 
died  in  1/ eburary,  1895,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years. 


The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  John 
and  Mary  (Miller)  Wagner,  died  in  Luzerne  coun- 
ts, Penn.  Their  children  were  George  and  Adam,, 
twins,  both  residents  of  Luzerne  county;  Milton, 
a stone  cutter,  of  the  same  county ; Henry,  a mer- 
chant of  Shickshinny,  Luzerne  county ; Frank,  who 
lives  in  the  West;  Leonard,  who  died  when  young; 
Mary,  who  first  married  a Mr.  Turner,  and  after 
his  death  wedded  Stephen  Clark,  a retired  farmer 
of  Luzerne  county ; Catherine,  widow  of  Lambert 
Bohman,  of  the  same  county;  and  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Wesley  Romick  (both  are  now  deceased). 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years,  Francis  M.  Wag- 
ner began  life  for  himself  as  a huckster,  buying  and 
selling  produce,  but  he  continued  to  reside  with  his. 
parents  for  ten  years  longer.  He  then  removed  to 
his  present  farm  at  South  Canaan  Corners,  Wayne 
county,  continuing  to  follow  his  former  business 
in  connection  with  its  operation.  He  has  prospered, 
in  his  undertakings,  and  besides  his  property  here 
he  now  owns  the  old  homestead  in  Luzerne  county, 
a large  and  valuable  piece  of  property,  which  he 
recently  purchased.  He  is  a progressive  business, 
man,  and  his  success  may  be  attributed  to  his  en- 
ergy and  industry.  Politically  he  follows  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father,  being  a pronounced  Re- 
publican, and  for  the  past  nine  years  he  has  most 
satisfactorily  filled  the  office  of  tax  collector  in  South 
Canaan  township. 

At  Harveyville,  Luzerne  county,  Mr.  Wagner 
was  married,  March  30,  1879,  to  Miss  Adelaide 
Swingle,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev. 
C.  H.  Bashford,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister. 
To  their  union  have  come  four  children:  Leotia, 
born  April  it,  1880,  who  was  married  May  30.  189S, 
to  Francis  Albert  Downing,  of  Carbondale,  and  re- 
sides in  Hancock,  N.  Y. ; Minnie,  born  September 
10,  1881 ; George,  born  January  16,  1891,  and  Helen, 
born  February  12,  1899,  all  at  home. 

Mrs.  Wagner  is  a native  of  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  a daughter  of  Prof. 
Ira  W.  and  Charlotte  J.  (Davenport)  Swingle. 
Her  father  was  born  December  1,  1839,  on  the  old 
Swingle  homestead  in  the  same  township  and  is  a 
great-grandson  of  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  the  found- 
er of  the  family  in  America.  His  grandparents  were 
Conrad  and  Lucy  (Bunton)  Swingle,  whose  son  Jo- 
seph was  born  in  South  Canaan  township,  April 
16,  1800,  and  became  the  father  of  Prof.  Swingle. 
He  died  in  1886,  and  was  blind  for  about  sixteen 
years  previous.  He  was  three  times  married,  his 
second  wife,  Orilla  Parish,  being  the  mother  of  the 
Professor.  For  many  years  Prof.  Swingle  has  been 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  successful  educators 
of  this  section  of  the  State,  and  during  the  Civil  war 
was  one  of  the  valiant  defenders  of  his  country. 
He  was  married  in  Huntington,  Penn.,  March  22, 
1858,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Rutan,  a Christian  minister,  to 
Miss  Charlotte  J.  Davenport,  who  was  born  in  that 
place,  April  11,  1841,  and  is  a daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Elizabeth  (Tubbs)  Davenport.  Mrs.  Wagner- 
is  the  eldest  of  the  five  children  born  of  this  union, 
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the  others  being  as  follows:  (2)  Elsa  married  T. 
K.  Swingle,  a merchant  of  Carbondale,  Penn.  (3) 
Orilla  married  Charles  Benjamin,  a contractor  of 
Carbondale,  and  they  have  one  child.  (4)  Helen, 
a trained  nurse,  resides  in  Carbondale.  (5)  Ira  W., 
Jr.,  a leading  business  man  of  South  Canaan  Cor- 
'ners,  left  home  at  the  age  of  sixteen  to  make  his 
•own  way  in  the  world,  commencing  as  a clerk  in  the 
employ  of  Thomas  K.  Swingle,  a merchant  of  Car- 
bondale. Since  1895  he  has  been  a successful  mer- 
chant of  South  Canaan  Corners,  having  built  up  a 
large  trade  through  his  judicious  management. 

WILLIAM  H.  HALL,  one  of  the  honored 
veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a leading  farmer  of 
Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a native  of  that 
county,  born  November  26,  1847,  ’n  Buckingham 
township,  and  is  a representative  of  a family  which 
for  five  generations  has  been  numbered  among  the 
Yankees. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Daniel  Hall,  was  born 
in  1805,  in  Connecticut,  and  he  was  reared  on  a farm 
in  that  State,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  On  reaching  manhood  he 
married  Miss  Sophia  Lewis,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  State  in  1804,  and  was  a member  of  an  old 
Connecticut  family  of  Welsh  origin.  The  father 
never  enjoved  good  health,  and  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  engaged  in  peddling,  as  he 
was  unable  to  attend  to  more  arduous  labor.  With 
a three-horse  team  and  wagon  he  moved  his  house- 
hold goods  and  family  to  Buckingham  township, 
Wayne  county,  his  son  David  riding  the  leading 
horse.  He  died  at  the  toll-house  on  the  river,  in 
Buckingham  township,  in  1884,  and  his  wife  de- 
parted this  life  March  12,  1880.  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-six vears.  They  were  earnest  and  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  po- 
litically he  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 
In  their  family  were  eleven  children,  namely:  Eliza- 
beth, deceased,  who  first  married  Sherman  Mal- 
lory, and  second  George  Le  Barr  ; David  L.,a  resident 
of  Washington,  D.  C. ; Mrs.  Fanny  Travis,  who  died 
in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Mrs.  Mary  Willcox,  of 
Connecticut ; Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Edwards,  who  died 
in  New  York;  Frederick,  a resident  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  who  died  there  in  1899:  Aaron  B.,  who 
was  a member  of  the  50th  New  York  Engineering 
Corps  during  the  Civil' war  and  met  his  death  while 
in  the  service,  passing  away  May  15,  1862,  on  the 
Pamunkev  river  (he  is  buried  under  a mulberry 
tree  near  White  House  Landing,  Ya. ) ; Daniel  C., 
who  also  aided  his  country  during  the  dark  days  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  is  now  operating  the  old  home- 
stead in  Wayne  county;  Mrs.  Sophia  Cole,  of  Chi- 
cago.  111'. ; Marcellus,  of  Boston,  Mass. ; and  Will- 
iam H..  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  knowledge  which  William  H.  Hall  ac- 
quired in  .the  public  schools  during  his  boyhood  and 
youth  has  been  greatly  supplemented  by  read.ng 
and  observation  in  later  years.  In  1864,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  vears,  he  enlisted  in  the  16th  NewTork 


Artillery,  and  for  some  time  was  stationed  at  Fort 
Fisher,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Butler  and  la- 
ter of  Gen.  Terry.  He  was  also  on  duty  in  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland  and  North  Carolina,  and  when 
the  war  was  over  received  an  honorable  discharge 
at  Elmira,  N.  Y.  Returning  to  his  home  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  New  Jersey  Railroad  Co.,  at  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y.,  for  two  years,  and  for  the  same 
length  of  time  was  subsequently  connected  with  the 
New  York  & Erie  railroad.  He  was  then  variously 
employed  until  1889, -when  he  located  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  sixty-five  acres  of  well-cultivated  land 
in  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  and  has  since  de- 
voted his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits,  meeting 
with  good  success.  The  fields,  pastures  and  mead- 
ows are  all  in  an  excellent  condition,  and  the  build- 
ings upon  the  place  are  models  of  convenience. 

In  November,  1877,  Mr.  Hall  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Bury,  of  Hancock,  N.  Y., 
who  was  born  in  Rockland,  that  State,  of  German 
ancestry.  To  them  have  been  born  three  children: 
Florence,  now  a successful  teacher ; Lelia,  and  Rav- 
mond.  Originally,  Mr.  Hall  was  a Republican 
in  political  sentiment  but  he  now  gives  his  allegiance 
to  the  Prohibition  party.  He  is  an  honored  member 
of  Starrucca  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
highly-respected'  citizens  of  Scott  township. 

SILAS  E.  BUCKLAND.  The  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Clinton  townshio,  Wayne  county,  find  a 
worthy  representative  in  this  gentleman.  He  belongs 
to  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State,  his  paternal  grandfather  having 
come  from  Connecticut  at  an  early  day  and  taken 
up  his  residence  in  the  wilderness  of  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  He  married  a Miss  Jenkins, 
and  to  them  were  born  five  sons : Charles,  Louis, 
Horace,  Belden  and  Lyman.  The  last  named,  who 
was  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut December  4,  1808,  and  came  with  ins  parents 
to  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  later 
engaged  in  farming.  Lie  was  married,  December 
29,  1829,  to  Phoebe  M.  Corev,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  children : Harvey,  ? resident  of 
Forest  City,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. ; Catherine  M., 
wife  of  Simeon  M.  Carpenter,  a well-to-do  farm- 
er of  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county ; and  Silas  E., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

On  a farm  in  Clinton  township,  Silas  E.  Buck- 
land  was  born  June  6,  1845,  and  he  obtained  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  working  for 
the  Delaware  & Pludson  Canal  Co.,  but  in  1864  he 
laid  aside  all  personal  interests  to  aid  in  the  defense 
of  his  country,  and  went  to  the  front  as  a member  of 
Company  G,  3rd  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  faithfully 
serving  until  the  war  ended.  The  year  following  he 
was  in  the  railroad  employ,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
purchasing  his  present  farm  in  Clinton  township, 
and  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  with  good  results. 

Mr.  Buckland  was  married  July  4,  1866,  to 
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Mis-  Augusta  E.  < >gilen,  the  wedding  ceremony  be- 
ing  performed  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  b\  Rc\-  ra 
Walker.  She  was  born  in  Clinton  township,  Jui> 
7 1K4K,  a daughter  of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  ( Eng  e) 

( Jgdcn.  hour  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Buekland,  named  \ : Edward,  born  May  7, 
i,Sr»7.  died  September  15,  1887;  Jennie  A.,  born  May 
n,  i8f)o.  died  May  9,  1887;  John,  born  May  24. 
1876,  and  Lyman,  born  January  20,  1884,  are  both 

at  home.  # r 

Since  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote 
Buekland  lias  been  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  bis  fellow  citizens,  recognizing 
bis  worth  ami  ability,  have  called  upon  him  to  serve 
as  overseer  of  the  poor,  supervisor,  constable  and 
school  director,  the  duties  of  which  offices  he  most 
capably  performed. 


EDWARD  A.  OPPELT,  a substantial  and  en- 
terprising farmer  of  Dreher  township,  \\  a\  ne  coun- 
ty, resides  on  the  farm  where  lie  was  born  Novem- 
ber 15.  1852.  Our  subject’s  father,  Francis  A.  Op- 
pelt,  was  born  March  15,  1813,  in  Gnadenhutten, 
Ohio,  and  on  April  7,  1 83 5 » was  married,  in  Naza- 
reth, Penn.,  to  Louisa  Beitel,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 30,  1814,  in  Schoeneck,  Northampton  Co., 

Penn.  The  father  was  a harnessmaker  by  trade, 
and  followed  that  occupation  in  his  younger  years 
in  connection  with  school  teaching,  but  later  in  life 
engaged  in  farming.  From  1875  until  1879  he  was 
a commissioner  of  Wayne  county,  was  a justice  of  the 
peace  thirty  years,  and  held  other  local  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  county  auditor.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  influential  and  prominent  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, and  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  died  June  22,  1897,  his  wife  July  22, 
1896,  and  as  they  were  members  of  the  Moravian 
Church,  their  remains  were  buried  in  that  cemetery. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children:  An- 

gelica. born  July  19,  1837,  is  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Ehrhart,  a merchant  of  Newfoundland,  Wayne 
count}’;  Caroline  J.,  born  August  27,  1839,  is  the 
wife  of  Christian  Lange,  a prominent  business  man 
of  Newfoundland;  Lawrence  V.,  born  February  13, 
1842,  died  March  5,  1851  ; Annie  E.,  born  Novem- 
ber 25,  1843,  is  the  widow  of  Isadore  Kastner,  and 
a resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Henry  S.,  born  No- 
vember 24,  1845,  resides  on  the  old  homestead : 
Sarah  A.,  born  November  12,  1847,  is  a resident  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; James  B.,  born  February  10,  1850, 
died  March  10,  1851  ; Mary  L.,  born  March  30, 
1851.  is  the  wife  of  Emil  Walter,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  millinery  business  in  Newfoundland;  Ed- 
ward A.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth  ; and  Celia  L., 
horn  May  10.  1854,  is  the  wife  of  William  Heber- 
ling,  a laborer  of  Newfoundland. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were  Rev. 
Godfrey  and  Anna  (Westhaffer)  Oppelt,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Saxony,  Germany,  the  latter  of  Lan- 
caster county,  Penn.  Early  in  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury the  grandfather  came  to  America  as  a mis- 
sionary of  the  Moravian  Church,  and  located  in 


Northampton  county,  Penn.,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. Later,  on  April  7,  1840,  his  wife  came  to 
Wayne  county,  where  she  spent  her  remaining  days, 
pheir  children  were  William,  Charles,  Benjamin, 
Herman,  Charlotte  (wife  of  Rev.  Decker),  and 
Francis  A.  (our  subject’s  father).  Our  subject's 
maternal  grandparents,  Frederick  and  Mary  (Fry) 
Beitel,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Northampton 
county,  where  the  former  engaged  in  blacksmithing. 
Their  children  were  Henry,  James,  Edwin,  William, 
Louisa  (mother  of  our  subject),  Sarah  (wife  of 
Amos  Seigler) , and  Lucetta  (who  first  married 
John  White,  and  after  his  death  a Mr.  Fetter). 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Edward  A.  Oppelt 
early  became  familiar  with  every  department  of 
farm  work,  and  is  to-day  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  thorough  and  skillful  agriculturists  of  Dreher 
township.  In  the  spring  of  1884  he  left  the  old 
homestead  and  removed  to  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  following  his  chosen  calling  there  until 
1 896,  "when  he  returned  to  his  birthplace,  which  he 
has  since  successfully  managed.  He  is  a worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
families  of  Wayne  county,  and  is  justly  deserving 
of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held.  He,  too,  is 
a faithful  member  of  the  Moravian  Church,  and  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics. 

In  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  Mr.  Oppelt 
was  married,  February  23,  1882,  to  Miss  Caroline 
M.  Grimm,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev. 
Charles  Moench,  a Moravian  minister.  They  have 
three  children : Katie  L. ; Francis  E. ; and  Lawrence 
H.,  born  June  27,  1899,  in  Dreher  township.  Mrs. 
Oppelt  was  born  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county. 
May  11,  1859,  and  is  a daughter  of  Christian  H. 
and  Catherine  (Ehrbaugh)  Grimm.  The  mother 
died  in  1862 ; the  father  is  still  living  and  makes  his 
home  in  Greene  township. 

JOSEPH  G.  SMITH,  a worthy  representative 
of  the  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of  Berlin 
township,  Wayne  county,  is  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  business  capacity,  intelligent  and  well  in- 
formed. He  was  born  in  that  township,  in  No- 
vember. 1858,  a son  of  John  and  Catharine  (Probst) 
Smith,  natives  of  Bavaria  and  Prussia,  Germany, 
respectively.  Mr.  Smith’s  paternal  grandparents, 
Joseph  Smith  and  wife,  emigrated  from  Germany  to 
America  and  located  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
former  died.  His  wife  then  came  to  Honesdale, 
Penn.,  where  her  son,  our  subject’s  father,  was  em- 
ployed as  a boatman  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
canal  for  a number  of  years.  Her  other  son  was 
killed  on  the  canal  near  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  leaving 
a wife  (who  afterward  married  Henry  Gumper.  of 
Berlin,  Wayne  county)  and  four  children,  Peter, 
Jacob,  Michael  and  Maggie. 

John  Smith  finally  purchased  a tract  of  wild 
land  in  Berlin  township,  from  which  he  developed 
a good  farm,  erecting  thereon  substantial  and  com- 
modious buildings,  and  he  still  resides  there  and  is 
numbered  among  tne  highly  respected  citizens.  His 
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children  were:  Rachel,  who  married  Frank  Gidline, 
of  Honesdale,  where  she  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years ; Margaret,  now  the  wife  of  A.  Fritch, 
of  Oregon  township,  Wayne  county;  Joseph  G.,  of 
this  sketch ; Peter,  who  was  drowned  at  Honesdale 
in  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal;  John,  Jacob, 
William,  Frederick  and  Claud,  glass  cutters  by  trade, 
who  are  all  married  and  live  in  Berlin  township ; and 
Victor,  who  is  single,  and  is  still  with  his  parents  on 
the  old  homestead. 

When  a young  man  Joseph  G.  Smith  also 
learned  the  glass  cutter’s  trade,  with  Dorflinger  & 
Son,  and  became  an  expert  in  that  line,  successfully 
following  the  trade  for  ten  years.  In  1885  he  bought 
the  William  Huffsetter  farm  of  125  acres  in  Berlin 
township,  locating  thereon  after  his  marriage,  and 
he  has  made  many  excellent  improvements  upon  the 
place,  including  a large  addition  to  the  barn  ; he  now 
lias  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  locality,  well  stocked 
with  a high  grade  of  horses,  cattle,  etc. 

In  1888  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Annie  Houth,  of  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  her  parents,  Nicholas  and  Malatine 
Houth,  located  in  1871,  on  their  emigration  from 
France  to  the  United  States.  Three  children  have 
blessed  this  union : Annie,  born  August  7,  1891  ; 
Mamie,  born  December  16,  1894;  and  John  Fred- 
erick, born  April  23,  1898.  The  parents  are  both 
devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Since 
attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Smith  has  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1896  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  supervisor  of  Berlin  township,  the  du- 
ties of  which  position  he  is  still  most  creditably  fill- 
ing, having  been  re-elected  in  1899.  Through  his 
own  industry  and  careful  management  he  has  al- 
ready accumu’ated  a comfortable  competence,  and 
being  a man  of  sterling  worth,  upright  and  honor- 
able in  all  things,  he  enjovs  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  all  who  know  him. 

JOHN  LERCH.  “Lerch’s  Hotel,”  a popular 
hostelry  at  South  Canaan  Corners,  Wayne  county, 
is  one  of  the  landmarks  of  that  region,  having  stood 
for  more  than  half  a century,  during  which  time 'it 
has  been  continuously  in  the  possession  of  the  same 
family.  It  is  still  in  successful  operation  under  the 
able  management  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  town,  and  attracts 
a large  patronage,  especially  in  the  summer  season. 
The  locality  was  formerly  known  as  Lerch’s  Cor- 
ners, and  at  one  time  boasted  the  only  postoffice  in 
South  Canaan  township. 

The  Lerch  family  is  of  German  origin,  sev- 
eral brothers  of  the  name  having  come  from  the 
P'atherland  in  Colonial  times.  Among  these  was 
Daniel  Lerch,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  who  served 
as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  in  Northampton  county,  Penn.  Daniel 
Lerch  was  horn  in  Germany  September  3,  1785,  lo- 
cated for  a time  in  New  Jersey,  and  finally  settled  at 
Nanticoke,  Penn.  He  was  an  energetic  man,  and 
for  many  years  was  extensively  engaged  in  business 


as  a miller  and  millwright,  though  in  his  later  years 
he  suffered  some  financial  reverses.  He  was  acci- 
dentally drowned  while  crossing  the  Suscpiehanna 
river,  near  Nanticoke,  to  do  some  work  at  his  trade 
of  millwright.  On  January  11,  1805,  he  married 
Rachel  Case,  who  was  born  in  Hackettstown,  N.  J., 
September  3,  1788,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  all  now  deceased:  Anna,  born  in 

1805,  married  Charles  Smith;  Philip  W.,  born  Sep- 
tember 12,  1807,  became  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Jacob  was  born  in  1809;  Sarah,  born  in  1811,  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Wade;  Catherine,  born  in  1813,  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years;  William,  born  in  1815,  was 
married  ; Louise  was  born  in  1817  ; Andrew,  born  in 
1819,  died  unmarried.  Daniel  Lerch  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  fifty,  his  wife,  Rachel,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years  and  ten  months.  William  Case, 
her  father,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution ; he  was 
killed  on  a Fourth  of  July  by  the  explosion  of  a 
cannon. 

Philip  W.  Lerch  was  born  in  LIunterdon  county, 
N.  J.,  and  received  an  excellent  education  in  his 
youth.  In  early  manhood  he  taught  school  in  New 
Jersey,  and  for  a time  he  was  employed  as  a book- 
keeper at  Oxford,  that  State.  Later  he  conducted  a 
hoarding  house  at  Lafayette  College,  Penn.,  and  on 
April  3,  1846,  he  settled  at  the  present  site  of  South 
Canaan,  purchasing  the  Gabriel  Howell  estate.  He 
built  and  operated  the  “Lerch  Hotel”  and  a store, 
which  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  present  thriving 
village  of  South  Canaan  Corners,  and  he  also  owned 
a gristmill  in  the  township,  and  conducted  it  for 
many  years,  while  he  was  at  times  extensively  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  ran  the  hotel  for  eighteen 
years,  and  then  rented  it  to  a tenant  for  about  fifteen 
years,  and  until  a year  and  a half  previous  to  his 
death,  on  November  18,  1873,  he  was  actively  inter- 
ested in  numerous  business  enterprises.  He  took 
an  influential  part  in  local  affairs,  and  at  times  held 
offices  in  the  township.  On  June  20,  1835,  he  was 
married,  at  Greenwich,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  Anna  Winters, 
a native  of  that  locality,  who  has  now  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-three,  being  an  honored 
member  of  our  subject’s  household.  Mrs.  Lerch’s 
father,  Michael  Winters,  a resident  of  New  Jersey, 
was  born  February  3,  1780,  and  died  September  28, 
1818;  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mar- 
garet Brakelev,  was  born  June  11,  1788,  of  Holland 
ancestry,  and  died  October  7,  1866.  Michael  and 
Margaret  Winters  had  five  children  : Jorn,  born  De- 
cember 16,  1807,  died  in  February,  1878;  Catherine, 
born  December  23,  1809,  married  Spencer  Carter 
(both  are  deceased)  ; Anna  (Mrs.  Lerch),  born 
March  6,  1816,  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  was  third 
in  the  order  of  birth  ; George,  born  October  23,  1813, 
is  deceased;  and  Margaret  C.,  born  June  3,  1818, 
married  Henry  Hance  (both  are  deceased). 

Our  subject,  who  was  born  November  16,  1836, 
at  Stewartsville,  N.  J.,  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of 
five  children:  (2)  Margaret  Lerch,  born  April  13, 

1840,  now  widow  of  Thales  K.  Varney,  resides  with 
our  subject.  She  has  two  children.  Lulu,  wife  of 
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William  Erk,  formerly  of  Seelyville  and  now  a res- 
ident of  South  Canaan  Corner's  (they  have  one  child, 
Reiphold  Varney ) ; and  Edward  M.,  a physician  at 
White  Mills.  (3)  Henry  Lerch,  born  July  1 1 , 1844, 
is  in  business  with  our  subject.  (4)  Spencer  C. 
Lerch,  born  July  10,  1848,  died  May  9,  1880,  unmar- 
died.  (5)  Miss  Annetta  Lerch,  born  August  31, 
1852,  resides  with  our  subject. 

John  Lerch  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-two,  when  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  on  his  own  account  in  South 
Canaan  Corners.  He  continued  thus  from  1859  to 
1869,  when  he  went  to  Honesdale  and  established  a 
similar  enterprise  in  partnership  with  Henry  Stan- 
ton. After  a few  years  he  returned  to  South  Canaan 
Corners  and  worked  for  a time  as  a clerk,  but  later  he 
began  to  manufacture  the  celebrated  “Dony’s  British 
Universal  Salve,”  which  belonged  to  P.  W.  Lerch ’s 
estate,  and  which  has  an  extensive  sale  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  States.  In  1881  he  took  charge  of  the 
hotel  on  behalf  of  the  estate,  and  he  has  since  con- 
ducted it  with  marked  success.  He  is  a man  of  fine 
intelligence,  fond  of  reading,  and  is  prominent  in 
local  affairs,  having  served  as  town  clerk  for  thirty 
years  past.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  so- 
cially he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  as 
a member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  at  Salem,  Wayne 
county. 

On  April  24,  i860,  he  was  married,  at  Promp- 
ton,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Rena  J.  Arnold,  by 
whom  he  has  had  two  children  : ( 1 ) Anna  married 

F.  C.- Niles,  a traveling  salesman,  and  moved  to 
Wichita,  Ivans.,  but  returned  to  her  old  home  in 
South  Canaan,  where  she  died  January  23,  1897, 
leaving  no  children.  (2)  Miss  Rena  S.,  a success- 
ful oral  teacher,  resides  with  her  father..  Our  sub- 
ject’s wife  passed  to  the  unseen  life  January  31,  1867, 
at  the  early  age  of  twenty-eight,  her  remains  being 
interred  at  South  Canaan  Corners.  She  was  highly 
esteemed  by  her  acquaintances  for  her  many  fine 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  Her  parents,  Phineas 
and  Jane  (Wood)  Arnold,  were  both  natives  of 
Wayne  county,  of  which  her  father  once  served  as 
associate  judge.  The  ancestors  of  Phineas  and  Jane 
Arnold  came  from  Connecticut. 

JOHN  CATTERSON,  a resident  of  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the  worthy  citi- 
zens that  Ireland  has  furnished  to  the  New  World. 
He  inherited  some  of  the  strong,  rugged,  persever- 
ing characteristics  developed  by  his  earlier  environ- 
ments, which,  coupled  with  the  livelier  impulses  of 
his  Celtic  blood,  made  him  at  an  early  day  seek  a 
wider  field  in  which  to  give  scope  to  his  ambition 
and  industry,  his  dominant  qualities.  He  is  now 
thoroughly  American  in  thought  and  feeling,  and 
is  patriotic  and  sincere  in  his  love  for  the  stars  and 
stripes. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  William  Catterson, 
was  born  in  Scotland,  but  when  a young  man  crossed 
the  channel  to  Ireland,  and  there  engaged  in  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  John  Cat- 


terson, the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  near 
Mount  Charles,  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  and  on 
reaching  manhood  married  Catherine  Lockart,  who 
was  also  of  Scotch  ancestry.  The  children  born  to 
them  were  William,  who  died  in  Ireland  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years;  Ann,  deceased;  John,  of  this 
sketch ; James,  a resident  of  Gouldsboro,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.;  Andrew,  of  New  York  State;  Thomas, 
who  died  in  Scotland  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years ; two  daughters  who  died  in  Ireland  when 
young ; and  Alexander,  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Ireland. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  came  to  America,  but  before  leaving  the  Em- 
erald Isle  he  married  Ellen  Baskin,  a daughter  of 
Moses  and  Sarah  (McAlwee)  Baskin,  natives  of 
England.  After  reaching  New  York  City  Mr.  Cat- 
terson became  a seaman  on  a coasting  schooner,  and 
on  leaving  the  water  he  worked  in  marble  yards  for 
some  months.  He  then  came  to  Ledgedale,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  for  five  years  was  employed  by  the 
tannery  company  there,  at  the  end  of  that  period 
purchasing  150  acres  of  woodland  in  Salem  town- 
ship upon  which  he  began  lumbering,  and  he  now 
has  a well-improved  farm,  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs. -Catterson  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  John,  born  October  30,  1849,  is 
now  a resident  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.;  Al- 
exander, born  in  1851,  makes  his  home  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  countv;  Sarah,  born  September 
8,  1853,  's  deceased ; Matilda,  born  August  26, 
1855,  married  John  Sosenhamer,  and  died  April  10, 
1885  ; Eliza  Jane,  born  March  2,  1858,  is  the  wife 
of  U.  S.  Dixon,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Mary,  born 
March  2,  i860,  died  September  25,  1881  ; William, 
born  September  10,  1862,  lives  in  Tioga  county, 
Penn.;  Margaret,  born  September  25,  1865,  died 
January  16,  1867  ; and  Fannie,  born  February  21, 
1869,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Simons,  of  Greene  town- 
ship, Pike  Co.,  Penn.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  September  2,  1895,  leaving  many  friends  as 
well  as  her  immediate  family  to  mourn  her  demise. 

Mr.  Catterson  is  a stalwart  Democrat,  and  at 
one  time  took  considerable  interest  in  politics  and 
served  as  a delegate  to  the  county  conventions  of 
his  party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  has  been  trustee  of  the  same  for  fifteen  years. 
He  has  traveled  quite  extensively  over  this  country, 
visiting  seven  States,  and  in- 1897  made  a visit  to 
his  old  home  in  Ireland  and  at  the  same  time  went 
to  Scotland.  He  is  a man  of  industrious  habits, 
one  whose  career  has  ever  been  such  as  to  command 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

E.  C.  MUMFORD,  of  Honesdale,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, is  a prominent  and  successful  lawyer.  He  has 
a large  clientage  and  office  practice,  and  has  tried  as 
many  cases  as  any  one  of  his  years  in  northeastern 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  also  identified  with  several 
important  business  enterprises,  and  his  keen  judg- 
ment and  knowledge  of  affairs  cause  him  to  be  fre- 
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quently  consulted  by  his  fellow  practitioners  in  cases 
involving  commercial  law.  Being  remarkably 
shrewd  in  making  investments,  be  rarely,  if  ever, 
loses  money. 

Mr.  Mumford  is  descended  from  an  old  English 
family,  the  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a definite 
account  having  been  a secretary  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Some  of  the  descendants  of  this  worthy  courtier 
came  to  America  at  an  early  day,  and  settled  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  through  them  he  traces  his 
lineage.  He  was  born  August  8,  1851,  in  Starrucca, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  son  of  Hon.  James  Mumford. 
His  boyhood  was  spent  near  the  village  of  Star- 
rucca, where  his  father  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
business,  milling  and  lumbering,  and  when  not  in 
school  he  assisted  in  these  industries,  thus  acquiring 
a practical  insight  into  business  methods.  After 
completing  the  course  of  study  offered  in  the  local 
schools  he  pursued  the  higher  branches  of  learning 
in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Milhrsville,  Lancas- 
ter Co.,  Penn.,  and  at  his  father’s  death,  in  1873,  it 
became  necessary  for  him  to  take  charge  of  the 
estate,  which  he  settled  up  in  a business-like  and 
eminently  satisfactory  way.  Soon  afterward  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  law  with  Hon.  M.  J.  Larrabee,  an 
attorney  at  Susquehanna  Depot,  and  in  1875  be  re" 
moved  to  Honesdale,  where  he  continued  his  studies 
in  the  office  of  Waller  & Bentley.  In  September, 
1876,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  he  at  once  es- 
tablished himself  in  independent  practice  at  Hones- 
dale, where  success  attended  him  from  the  start. 
As  has  been  said,  he  is  essentially  a business  lawyer, 
and  bis  advice  and  co-operation  are  valued  by  busi- 
ness men  and  practitioners  alike.  Among  the  enter- 
prises with  which  he  is  now  connected  we  may  men- 
tion especially  the  Honesdale  Savings  Bank,  in 
which  he  is  a director,  and  the  Honesdale  Board  of 
Trade,  of  which  he  is  secretary,  and  although  he  has 
never  had  a partner  in  the  legal  practice,  he  finds 
time  to  give  bis  personal  attention  to  various  local 
interests.  His  sympathies  are  always  on  the  side  of 
progress,  and  he  takes  pleasure  in  forwarding  any 
movement  which  promises  to  benefit  his  town. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Mumford  is  a Presby- 
terian, and  he  is  a trustee  of  the  Church  at  Hones- 
dale. On  May  17,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Ella  F.  Sutton,  who  was  born  in  Honesdale  Novem- 
ber 14,  1858,  and  their  home  is  brightened  by  three 
children,  namely:  Mamie,  Jamie  and  Margaret. 

Two  of  Mr.  Mumford’s  seven  brothers  were  captains 
in  the  Civil  war,  and  both  were  killed,  Oliver  at  the 
battle  of  Petersburg,  Ya.,  and  James  at  the  battle  of 
Cbancellorsville.  The  former  was  wounded  at  the 
first  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

Mr.  Mumford  naturally  resents  and  exerts  bis 
influence  against  the  abuses  of  power  and  the  per- 
petration of  wrongs  on  the  public,  and  strongly 
sympathizes  with  all  judicious  movements  for  re- 
form. Though  exceedingly  indeoendent  in  thought 
and  actions,  he  is  stable  in  character,  clinging  with 
great  constancv  to  his  friends,  but  is  broad  in  bis 
humanitv,  alwavs  responding  liberally  when  called 


upon  to  aid  persons  who  have  been  overtaken  by  mis- 
fortune. He  is  a great  reader,  a tireless  worker,  is 
careful,  methodical,  true  to  those  who  intrust  their 
business  interests  to  lfis  direction,  is  a safe  counselor, 
and  pursues  whatever  he  undertakes  with  great  en- 
ergy and  skill. 

RICHARD  WOLFF  is  one  of  the  successful 
and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Dreher  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  a representative  man  of  this  sec- 
tion. He  has  made  a success  in  his  special  field  of 
industry,  and  is  highly  esteemed  and  respected  by 
those  who  know  him  best. 

Our  subject's  father,  Paul  Wolff,  was  born  in 
Saxony,  Germany,  in  1801,  and  in  that  country  mar- 
ried Miss  Caroline  Swalbe,  a daughter  of  Jacob 
Swalbe.  For  many  years  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  cloth  in  his  native  land,  and  there 
seven  of  his  nine  children  were  born.  It  was  in 
1837  that  they  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  and  took 
up  their  residence  in  Nazareth,  Penn.,  a year  later 
removing  to  Bethlehem,  this  State,  where  the  father 
was  employed  in  a factory  for  two  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  with  his  entire  family,  he  came  to 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  his  death,  which  was  acci- 
dental, occurring  in  1845  1 be  was  killed  by  the  limb 
of  a tree. 

Of  the  children,  Paul  is  now  a retired  farmer 
and  nurseryman  of  Olivia,  Minn. ; Henry,  who  was 
for  many  years  a farmer  of  Bird  Island,  Minn.,  is 
now  deceased;  Julius  A.  is  also  a farmer  of  that 
State;  Richard  is  the  subject  of  this  review;  Gus- 
tavus  is  a farmer  of  Redwood  Falls,  Minn. ; Ed- 
ward, who  married  Julia  Groner,  a native  of  Monroe 
county,  Penn.,  is  engaged  in  farming  and  black- 
smithing  in  Snydersville,  that  county ; Louis  is  a 
farmer  and  blacksmith  of  Chaska,  Minn. ; Ferdi- 
nand is  an  agriculturist  of  Bird  Island,  that  State ; 
and  Bernard  is  a merchant  of  Redwood  Falls,  Min- 
nesota. 

Richard  Wolff  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany, 
December  9,  1830,  and  was  seven  years  old  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United  States.  He 
completed  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Wayne 
county,  and  after  his  father's  death  assisted  his 
mother  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm  until  he 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  when  he 
started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
Soon  afterward,  however,  he  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  and  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  to 
its  cultivation  and  improvement  with  most  gratify- 
ing results.  He  has  eighty-five  acres  of  valuable 
land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a substantial  dwell- 
ing and  good  outbuildings.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  has  engaged  in  lumbering,  and 
having  a grove  of  over  200  maple  trees  upon  his 
place,  he  manufactures,  in  a good  season,  400  pounds 
of  sugar,  besides  sufficient  syrup  for  home  use. 

In  Dreher  township,  Mr.  Wolff  was  married, 
in  1854,  to  Miss  Ernestina  Ehrhardt,  a daughter  of 
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Gotlieb  Ehrhardt,  and  they  have  had  children  as 
follows:  (x)  Agnes,  born  July  27,  1855,  died 

February  2,  1858.  (2)  Frank  E.,  born  March  11, 

1857,  wedded  Mary  Schroeder,  and  is  now  living  in 
Alameda,  Cal.  He  was  educated  at  Bethlehem, 
Penn.,  for  the  Moravian  ministry,  and  first  preached 
at  Whitewater,  Wis.,  later  at  Green  Bay,  that  State, 
and  at  Casselton,  N.  Dak.,  and  was  for  seven  years 
a missionary  in  Alaska.  (3)  John  R.,  born  No- 
vember 9,  1858,  is  married  and  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  (4)  Charles,  born  March 
1,  i860,  married  Mary  Burrus,  and  is  carrying  on 
farming  and  lumbering  in  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  Penn.  (5)  Richard  F.,  born  December  31, 
1861,  married  Mary  Raclifife,  and  is  a machinist  of 
Auburn,  N.  Y.  (6)  William  E.,  born  August  22, 
1863,  married  Katie  Kipp,  and  is  a farmer  and  lum- 
berman of  Greene  township,  Pike  county.  (7) 
Edward  A.,  born  March  12,  1865,  married  Frances 
Ruth,  and  resides  in  Mont  Clair,  N.  J. ; he  is  a car- 
penter by  trade.  (8)  Samuel  H.,  born  September 
10,  1869,  married  Frances  Brink,  and  makes  his 
home  in  Stroudsburg;  he  also  is  engaged  in  car- 
pentering. (9)  Mary  E.,  born  November  23,  1871, 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  Sebring.  The  mother  of  this 
family  passed  away  October  11,  1878.  Mr.  Wolff 
has  twenty-three  grandchildren. 

As  a Republican,  Mr.  Wolfit  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  political  affairs,  and  has  most  acceptably 
filled  the  office  of  supervisor  of  his  township.  He 
is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Moravian  Church,  and 
is  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  his 
adopted  county. 

IRWIN  R.  BENJAMIN,  an  enterprising  and 
thorough-going  farmer  of  Simon,  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  is  a native  son  of  that 
county,  born  August  9,  1843,  'n  what  was  then  Salem 
(now  Lake)  township. 

Henry  H.  Benjamin,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a native  of  New  York  State,  and  in  Lackawanna 
county,  Penn.,  about  two  miles  from  Dunmore,  be- 
came acquainted  with  Miss  Sarah  Ivrotzer,  a native 
of  Easton,  Penn.,  who  afterward  became  his  wife. 
In  1835  they  came  to  Wayne  county,  living  in  Salem 
township  until  1867,  when  they  returned  to  Dun- 
more,  and  she  died  there  in  1872,  aged  sixty-six 
years.  He  died  June  21,  1887,  while  on  a visit  to 
our  subject  in  Wayne  county,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years  and  three  months,  and  both  were  laid  to 
rest  at  Dunmore.  They  were  active  and  faithful 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  father  was 
a carpenter  by  trade  and  was  a Republican  in  politics. 
The  children  born  to  Henry  H.  and  Sarah  (Ivrot- 
zer)  Benjamin  were  as  follows  : Mary  wedded  Will- 
iam Beisecker,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  Sidney 
is  a carpenter  dv  trade.  Wells  and  Charles  are  both 
deceased.  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  P.  H.  Moan,  who 
is  with  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  in  Pittston,  Penn. 
Harriet  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Amos  Washer,  who  is 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  in  Dunmore.  Henry 
lived  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lake  township,  in  1898 


removing  to  Hollisterville,  where  he  died  October  2, 
1899.  Irwin  R.  is  the  next  of  the  family.  Cath- 
erine is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Sharp,  a farmer  of 
Lake  township.  Plettie  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Moon, 
a farmer  of  Salem  township. 

Irwin  R.  Benjamin  remained  under  the  paren- 
tal roof  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war. 
Responding  to  his  country’s  call  for  aid,  he  enlisted, 
August  6,  1862,  in  Company  A,  137th  P.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  J.  M.  Buckingham.  He  was  under  fire  at 
Chancellorsville,  but  was  never  wounded,  and  when 
his  term  of  service  had  expired  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, in  June,  1863.  After  a short  time  spent  at 
home,  he  began  working  for  the  railroad,  with  which 
he  was  connected  until  March,  1864,  when  he  went 
to  Tennessee  as  a carpenter  in  the  employ  of  the  gov- 
ernment for  five  months.  On  returning  to  Wayne 
county  he  again  entered  the  service  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Coal  Co.,  as  a railroad  employe  between  Dun- 
more and  Hawley,  remaining  with  them  four  and  a 
half  years.  He  then  purchased  a farm  in  South 
Canaan  township  which  he  operated  for  one  year, 
but  for  the  following  year  and  a half  was  again  with 
the  railroad,  at  the  end  of  that  time  returning  to  the 
farm,  and  continuing  its  cultivation  from  1871  until 
1876,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  place  of  160 
acres.  Here  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits. 

On  December  25,  1864,  Mr.  Benjamin  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  to  Miss  Orrilla  R.  Swingle,  and  to 
them  were  born  four  children : The  eldest,  born 

September  11,  1865,  died  in  infancy.  Jennie  M., 
born  April  17,  1867,  is  now  the  wife  of  Hayton 
Merithew,  a hardware  merchant  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Lyle  Leroy,  born  July 
8,  1890.  Simon  L.,  born  March  4,  1873,  died  in 
infancy.  Delbert,  born  March  21,  1877,  died 
childhood.  The  wife  and  mother  was  born  in  South 
Canaan  township,  April  4,  1846,  and  died  March  11, 
1895,  being  buried  in  the  Protestant  Church  cem- 
etery, in  South  Canaan  township.  Her  father, 
Simon  Swingle,  died  March  6,  1896,  but  her  mother 
is  still  living,  now  making  her  home  with  her  son- 
in-law,  Charles  McKinney,  at  Simon,  South  Canaan 
township. 

At  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  Mr.  Benjamin  was 
married,  March  3,  1897,  to  Miss  Clara  A.  Brown, 
Rev.  George  Eakens,  assisted  by  Rev.  J.  T.  Logan, 
of  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  performing  the  cere- 
mony. Mrs.  Benjamin  was  born  near  Pittston, 
Penn.,  a daughter  of  William  and  Abigail  (Will- 
iams) Brown,  the  former  a native  of  Scotland,  the 
latter  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen the  father  came  to  America,  locating  first  in 
New  York,  whence  he  removed  to  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.,  and  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died,  the 
former  in  April,  1862,  aged  fifty  years,  the  latter  in 
1876,  aged  fifty-four,  and  their  remains  were  in- 
terred at  Wilkes  Barre.  Their  children  were  Will- 
iam. who  died  in  1874;  Bradley,  deceased;  Clara 
A.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Harry  A.,  a printer  of  New 
York  ; and  Milton  C.,  a baker,  of  Wilkes  Barre.  The 
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mother  was  twice  married,  her  first  husband  being 
Charles  McKinney,  by  whom  she  had  five  children, 
namely : Thomas,  deceased  ; Lovia,  deceased  wife  of 
William  Mitchelltree ; Lucy,  who  died  when  young; 
Charles,  who  conducts  a poultry  farm  in  California ; 
and  Frances,  deceased  wife  of  L.  C.  Comer,  a jew- 
eler of  Wilkes  Barre.  Mrs.  Benjamin's  maternal 
grandfather,  Thomas  Williams,  was  descended  from 
Connecticut  ancestry  who  were  early  settlers  of 
Plains,  Luzerne  county,  being  there  at  the  time  of  the 
Wyoming  massacre.  Her  grandmother,  Hannah 
(Bennet)  Williams,  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Benjamin  is  a prominent  and  active  member 
of  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  is  at 
present  serving  as  trustee  and  steward.  Being  a 
strong  Temperance  man,  his  support  is  always  given 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Prohibition  party,  and 
his  influence  and  support  is  never  withheld  from  any 
object  which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove  of  pub- 
lic good.  In  many  respects  his  life  is  well  worthy  of 
emulation. 

GABRIEL  D.  W.  LAYTON.  On  June  18, 
1880,  there  passed  away,  at  his  home  in  Delaware 
township,  Pike  county,  this  well-known  educator 
and  prominent  farmer,  whose  many  years  of  faithful 
toil  in  his  profession  made  his  name  a household 
word  in  that  community.  In  all  the  varied  activities 
of  our  common  life  he  had  taken  a helpful  part  as  a 
loval  citizen,  devoting  his  abilities  to  the  cause  of 
progress.  His  death  was  felt  as  a loss  among  ail 
classes,  and  the  following  brief  account  of  one  so 
esteemed  will  be  read  with  unusual  interest. 

Mr.  Layton  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
July  1 7,  1818,  a son  of  Henry  D.  and  Julia  (Drake) 
Layton,  the  former  born  in  New  England,  of  En- 
glish ancestry,  the  latter  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y... 
of  Holland  extraction.  The  father,  who  was  also  a 
teacher  by  profession,  perished  in  the  woods  in  1836, 
darkness  overtaking  him  while  returning  home,  and 
he  was  lost  in  the  snow.  He  was  buried  where  his 
body  was  found.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  his 
children.  John  became  a man  of  prominence  in  his 
community,  having  served  nine  years  as  county  su- 
perintendent and  many  years  as  county  surveyor, 
filling  the  latter  office  at  the  time  of  his  death ; he 
wedded  Mary  Whittaker,  a native  of  Burnley,  Eng- 
land. Henry  D.  married  Susan  Johnson.  Anna  is 
the  widow  of  George  Silvey,  and  a resident  of  Chi- 
cago, 111.  Henrietta  is  the  widow  of  Christopher  H. 
Garrison. 

Gabriel  D.  W.  Layton  came  to  Pike  county  dur- 
ing boyhood,  and  here  continued  to  make  his  home 
until  called  to  the  world  beyond.  During  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  he  engaged  in  school  teach- 
ing, and  being  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  cit- 
.izens  of  his  township  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  many 
local  offices,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a 
Democrat. 

In  1840,  in  Delaware  township,  Mr.  Layton 
married  Miss  Belinda  Steele,  who  died  March  23, 


1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  one  month  and 
eleven  days.  Her  parents,  Gilbert  and  Hannah 
(Decker)  Steele,  well-known  agriculturists,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Pike  county,  the  father  dying  in 
1840,  aged  sixty  years,  the  mother  in  i860,  aged 
eighty-one.  Their  children  were  Daniel,  who  mar- 
ried Barbara  Miller ; Sarah,  wife  of  William  Mor- 
ris ; Gilbert  J.,  who  married  Elizabeth  L’Homedieu ; 
Eleanor,  wife  of  Abram  Van  Auken ; Belinda,  wife 
of  our  subject : Leah,  who  died  unmarried  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five  ; Jane  and  Hannah,  who  both  died  when 
young;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  Thomas  Cortright. 
The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Layton  were 
Maurice  H.,  who  died  in  Delaware  township;  Sarah 
E.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  John,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  and  a half  years ; Hannah  S.,  who 
lives  with  her  sister  on  the  home  farm;  Jennie  L., 
widow  of  George  M.  Bosler,  of  Milford,  Penn. ; and 
Kate,  who  is  now  serving  as  secretary  to  the  super- 
intendent of  a hospital  in  Warren  county,.  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Layton  began  her  professional 
career  as  a teacher  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  for 
nineteen  years  successfully  taught  in  Pike  county, 
and  for  one  term  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  She  was 
also  in  the  Harrisburg  State  Hospital  for  three  years, 
as  ladies’  companion,  and  as  supervisor  of  female 
wards  in  hospitals  at  Warren,  Penn.,  for  nine  and  a 
half  years,  but  since  1891  she  has  lived  retired  on  the 
old  home  farm.  She  is  a lady  of  more  than  ordinary 
business  ability,  is  cultured  and  refined  in  manner, 
and  has  a host  of  warm  friends  who  esteem  her 
highly  for  her  sterling  worth.  Religiously  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

SYLVESTER  SHAFFER,,  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  has  been  for 
many  years  identified  with  agricultural  interests  in 
that  locality,  but  is  now  living  in  retirement,  enjoy- 
ing the  rewards  of  his  past  labors.  He  comes  of  a 
family  which  is  noted  for  its  industry  and  thrift, 
and  his  successful  career  shows  that  he  possesses 
in  abundant  measure  these  admirable  qualities. 

Among  the  first  settlers  in  Wayne  county  was 
John  Shaffer,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  a 
German  by  birth.  This  pioneer  came  to  America 
previous  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  he 
took  an  active  part  on  the  side  of  freedom,  and  after 
residing  for  some  years  in  New  York  State,  where 
he  married  a Miss  Forbes,  removed,  in  1783,  to 
what  is  now  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. locating  in  the  wilderness  and  clearing  a farm. 
His  surroundings  and  conveniences  were  of  the 
most  primitive  type.  In  about  1800  he  built  a grist- 
mill at  Shaffer's  Hollow,  the  first  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children; 
John,  a native  of  New  York  State;  Moses,  our  sub- 
ject’s father;  Samuel;  Catherine,  Mrs.  James  Mc- 
Lane ; Susan,  Mrs.  Joshua  Borleigh ; Effie,  Mrs. 
Jacob  Swingle ; Betsey,  Mrs.  Edward  Doyle ; and 
Polly,  Mrs.  Samuel  Chumard. 

Moses  Shaffer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
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the  first  white  child  born  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  He  married  Mary  Swingle, 
a member  of  another  pioneer  family,  and  their  chil- 
dren were : Jacob,  who  married  Susan  Enslin,  both 

now  deceased;  Susan,  who  married  (first)  Jacob 
Swingle  and  (second)  Moses  Springer,  all  deceased ; 
Sarah,  who  married  John  Cobb,  both  deceased ; 
Fanny,  deceased,  who  married  Aaron  Curtis,  of 
South  Canaan;  Samuel,  who  married  (first)  Re- 
becca Jaggers,  deceased,  and  (second)  Mary  A. 
Curtis ; Charles,  who  married  Alice  Bennett,  both 
deceased ; Permelia,  who  married  Adam  Wagoner, 
of  South  Canaan ; John,  who  married  Mary  A. 
Hoosier,  both  now  deceased ; Catherine,  who  mar- 
ried James  Glenn,  both  deceased ; Mary,  widow  of 
Abraham  Jaggers,  of  South  Canaan  township ; 
Sylvester,  our  subject;  and  Hannah  J.,  wife  of 
Rev.  George  W.  Swingle,  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  30,  1826,  at 
the  old  homestead  in  South  Canaan  township,  and 
remained  with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-four.  For  about  four  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a farm  hand  and  at  lumbering,  working 
in  the  woods  as  well  as  in  sawmills.  He  then  set- 
tled at  his  present  farm  in  Lake  township,  .and  until 
his  retirement  from  active' work  his  time  was  chiefly 
given  to  its  management.  He  has  always  taken  an 
interest  in  local  affairs,  his  influence  being  exerted 
on  the  side  of  progress,  and  he  has  for  years  been  a 
leading  worker  in  the  Democratic  organization  of 
the  township,  having  served  in  various  official  posi- 
tions, including  that  of  supervisor,  which  he  held 
for  three  years. 

On  November  8,  1850,  Mr.  Shaffer  was  mar- 
ried, in  Jefferson  township,  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
to  Miss  Hannah  Swingle,  and  eight  children  have 
blessed  the  union.  (1)  Frances  married  William 
Black,  a railroad  man  residing  in  South  Canaan 
township,  and  they  have  had  three  children : Cath- 

erine, who  married  Emory-  Chapman,  and  has  two 
children,  Samuel  and  Buel ; Minnie,  who  married 
Silas  Bellows,  and  has  five  children : Leslie,  Leo, 
Frances,  Pearl  and  Luella ; and  Alice,  who  married 
Byron  Van  Sickles,  and  ha%one  child,  William  D. 
(2)  Benjamin,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, married  Miss  Ida  Wagner,  and  they  have  five 
children:  Jeanette  (who  married  Charles  Cobb, 

and  has  one  child,  Charles  P>.)  ; Anna  (who  married 
Albert  Minry,  and  has  one  child,  Grace),  Sylvester 
J.,  Mary  and  Susan.  (3)  Alvin,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  South  Canaan  township, married  Miss 
Eretta  Hawk,  and  they  have  four  children,  Clara 
(who  married  John  Bell),  Elmer,  Leroy  M.  and 
Harlan.  (4)  Sylvia,  widow  of  Spencer  Black,  re- 
sides in  South  Canaan  township.  She  has  five  chil- 
dren : Emmet,  Elida,  Martha,  Mattie  and  Bertha. 

(5)  Mary,  widow  of  Clinton  Black,  resides' in  South 
Canaan  township.  She  has  two  children,  Samuel 
and  Carl  L.  (6)  Charles,  a carpenter  in  South  Can- 
aan township,  married  Miss  Almina  Swingle,  and 
they  have  seven  children,  Vincent,  Gaston,  Woody  A., 


Herman,  Floyd,  Calvin  and  Nancy  A.  (7)  Al- 
mina married  Paolo  Testa,  a farmer  in  South 
Canaan  township,  and  they  have  five  children,  Alson 
B.,  Pearl,  Effie,  Raymond  and  Mead.  (8)  Estella 
married  George  Mancleville,  and  resides  in  South 
Canaan  township.  She  has  one  child,  Hannah  L. 
With  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Mandeville,  all  of  this 
family  reside  in  Lake  township. 

Mrs.  Shaffer  was  born  October  16,  1832,  in 
South  Canaan  township,  and  is  of  the  fourth  genera- 
tion in  descent  from  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  the 
noted  pioneer,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  else- 
where. Frederick  Swingle,  her  grandfather,  and 
the  fifth  child  of  the  pioneer,  married  Susan  Enslin, 
a native  of  South  Canaan  township,  and  a member 
of  another  well-known  family.  Charles  Swingle, 
the  father  or  Mrs.  Shaffer,  was  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  the  township  in  his  day,  and  he  died  there 
in  1869  at  an  advanced  age.  His  wife,  Elmina 
Quick,  who  died  in  1894  in  her  eightieth  year,  was 
born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  the  daughter  of 
Cornelius  and  Elizabeth  Quick,  who  settled  later  in 
Wayne  county.  Charles  and  Elmina  Swingle  had 
the  following  children : Anna,  who  married  Ira 

Reed,  both  now  deceased ; Oliver,  a resident  of 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county;  Hannah,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Leonard,  a resident  of  Canaan  town- 
ship; Sarah,  wife  of  James  Mandeville,  of  Canaan 
township ; Nancy,  deceased,  Who  married  Samuel 
Swingle,  of  South  Canaan  township ; Rachel,  who 
married  Michael  Cobb,  both  deceased ; Julietta,  who 
married  James  Ashley,  of  Canaan  township ; Cath- 
erine, deceased,  who  married  Delavan  Swingle,  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Elijah,  a resident  of  Scranton. 

ARTHUR  HENRY  AYRES,  of  Dundaff, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
largest  and  finest  farms  in  northeastern  Pennsylva- 
nia, supplied  with  all  the  conveniences  and  acces- 
sories found  upon  a model  nineteenth-century  farm. 

As  a tiller  of  the  soil  he  is  thorough  and  skillful, 
and  has  been  uniformly  fortunate  in  his  invest- 
ments. • 

Mr.  Ayres  was  born  in  the  old  “Dundaff  Hotel,” 
May  3,  1835,  and  is  a worthy  representative  of  one 
of  the  most  prominent  families  of  Susquehanna 
county,  being  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Margaret 
(Lepper)  Ayres,  the  former  a native  of  Bergen 
county,  N.  J.,  the  latter  of  Dublin,  Ireland.  But 
little  is  known  of  his  maternal  grandparents  ex- 
cept that  they  were  lifelong  residents  of  Dunmore,  I 
Ireland,  and  were  Protestants  in  religious  faith. 
His  paternal  grandparents  were  Elihu  and  Susan 
(Terhune)  Ayres,  the  grandfather  a native  of 
Southampton,  England,  whence,  in.  1780,  he  came 
to  America  with  a brother.  After  a year  spent  in 
New  Bedford  they  separated,  the  former  going  to* 
Bergen  county,  N.  J.,  the  latter  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  died  shortly  afterward.  For  many  years 
Mr.  Ayres’  grandfather  operated  the  first  cable 
ferry  between  Manhattan  Island  and  Jersey  City, 

N.  J.  He  died  in  1825,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-eight  j 
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years,  his  wife  in  1836,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight,  and  both  were  buried  at  biapieton,  i_.  1. 
Their  children  were  Susan,  wife  of  William  Stagg, 
of  New  York  City;  Eliza,  wife  of  1.  if.  Smith,  of 
the  same  place;  Benjamin,  father  of  our  subject; 
Ann,  wife  of  Jacob  Lake,  of  New  York  City ; Al- 
bert, who  married  Eliza  C.  bnyder ; and  Maria, 
wife  of  James  Clark. 

In  1824  Benjamin  Ayres,  father  of  onr  subject, 
came  from  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  to  Dundaff,  and 
purchased  the  ‘‘Dundaff  Hotel,  ’ which  he  conducted 
for  twenty  years.  His  first  hotel  was  a log  house, 
at  which  four  stages  stopped  daily.  He  was  in- 
strumental in  securing  the  construction  of  the  Mil- 
ford & Owego  turnpike,  in  which  he  owned  an  in- 
terest until  1855,  and  he  drove  the  first  “coach  and 
six”  over  that  road.  On  leaving  the  Dundaff 
House”  he  rented  the  “Lake  Hotel,”  in  Clifford 
township,  which  he  carried  on  for  sixteen  years. 
In  1855  he  purchased  front  Janies  Sliott,  of  Phila- 
delphia, 450  acres  of  land  in  that  townhsip  and  lo- 
cated thereon,  and  at  the  same  time  he  also  bought 
the  “Dundaff  Hotel”  and  three  and  one-half  acres. 
He  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  had  previously  purchased  550  acres, 
making  a tract  of  1,000  acres,  owned  a farm  of  250 
acres  at  Clifford  borough,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  had  1,770  acres  of  fine  farming  land.  He 
was  an  excellent  business  man,  of  keen  discrimina- 
tion and  sound  judgment,  and  the  success  he 
achieved  in  life  was  due  entirely  to  his  own  well- 
directed  efforts  and  good  management.  He  died 
August  7,  1868,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years  and 
eight  months,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Novembei 
16,  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years  and  six 
months,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  a private  ceme- 
tery on  a part  of  the-  old  homestead.  The  chil- 
dren bom  to  this  worthy  couple  were  William,  who 
died  young;  Thomas  S.,  who  died  in  1853;  Phin-% 
ney,  a broker  and  real-estate  dealer  of  New  York 
City;  Magaret  J.,  widow  of  P>.  J.  Edwards,  of  Dun- 
daff, mentioned  below;  Arthur  H.,  our  subject; 
Susannah,  a resident  of  New  York  City;  Eliza, 
wife  of  Dr.  E.  W.  Wells,  of  Eureka,  Cal.  ;Benja- 
min,  a physician  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Mary  R., 
wife  of  R.  P.  Olmstead,  a salesman  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. ; and  Albert,  who  died  June  13,  1892. 

Arthur  H.  Ayres  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  Kingston  (Penn.)  Acad- 
emy, and  on  leaving  home,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  for  three  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Dundaff,  bought,  rebuilt,  and  conducted 
the  “Dundaff  House”  for  twenty-eight  years  as  a 
summer  resort,  after  which  he  sold  the  place  and 
removed  to  the  old  homestead,  which  he  has  since 
carried  on  with  marked  success.  Mr.  Ayres  was 
the  first  to  introduce  guests  from  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  his  venture  proving  a com- 
plete success.  In  his  political  views  our  subject  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  has  ever  taken ‘an  act  ve  and  promi- 
nent part  in  public  affairs,  having  served  as  school 


director  fifteen  years,  as  a member  of  the  town 
conned  for  the  past  thirty  years,  and  as  overseer  of 
the  poor  at  the  present  time,  'i  he  family  is  one  of 
prominence  in  the  various  communities  where  its 
members  reside. 

In  i860,  at  Clifford,  Penn.,  Mr.  Ayres  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Angeline  Coil,  and 
they  have  one  son,  William  Id.,  who  married  Emma 
Smith,  and  is  now  a bookkeeper  in  New  York  City. 
Ide  is  a graduate  of  Eastman’s  Business  College, 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Ayres  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Dundaff,  in  the 
work  of  which  Society  she  takes  an  active  part. 
She  was  born  in  Clifford,  Eebruary  14,  1829, 

daughter  of  James  and  Amy  (Stevens)  Coil,  the 
former  a native  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  the  latter  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn.  The 
father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a man 
of  prominence  in  his  community,  died  in  his  native 
township  in  1849,  at  the  a8‘e  °f  sixty  years,  and  the 
mother  died  while  on  a visit  to  her  son  in  Spring 
Brook,  Penn.,  in  1851,  at  the  age  of  hfty-two ; both 
were  buried  in  Dundaff  cemetery.  Mr.  Coil  served 
as  captain  of  a company  in  the  State  militia  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children : Polly,  who  died  young ; Charles,  a re- 

tired farmer  of  Grenola,  Ivans.;  James,  deceased; 
Angeline,  wife  of  our  subject;  Woodbury,  a retired 
citizen  of  Forest  City,  Penn.;  Emaline,  wife  of 
Warren  Warner,  a wagon  maker  of  Scranton ; 
Ebenezer,  who  died  young ; Rachel,  deceased  wife 
of  Harvey  Stevenson ; Edwin,  who  has  never  been 
heard  from  since  going  to  California;  and  Martha, 
deceased  wife  of  Adelbert  Reynolds.  Mrs.  Ayres’ 
paternal  grandparents,  James  and  Margaret  Coil, 
were  natives  of  Ireland  and  Phdadelplna,  respect- 
ively, and  were  married  in  the  “Quaker  City.”  The 
grandfather  was  the  son  of  a wealthy  gentleman  of 
Ireland,  but  was  compelled  to  leave  home  on  ac- 
count of  an  article  he  had  written  about  the  sover- 
eign. Emigrating  to  America,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  at 
an  early  day,  became  quite  wealthy  and  prominent, 
and  at  one  time  owned  Crystal  Lake  and  most  of 
Dundaff.  Mrs.  Ayres’  maternal  grandparents  were 
Ebenezer  and  Rachel  (Squirrel)  Stevens,  of  Wy- 
oming county,  Penn.,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  afterward 
drew  a pension  from  the  government. 

Benjamin  J.  Edwards,  a brother-in-law  of 
Arthur  IT.  Ayres,  was  born  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
and  was  engaged  in  the  paint  and  glass  business  in 
New  York  City  for  fifteen  years.  Later  he  con- 
ducted a grocery  store  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  for 
two  years,  but  on  account  of  failing  health  was 
obliged  to  give  up  business,  and  in  1865  came  to 
Dundaff,  where  he  died  August  19,  1867,  at  the  age 
of  forty-two  years  and  five  months,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  Lfis  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  Ayres  family  burial  plot  at  Dundaff. 
On  August  11,  1853.  at  Crystal  Lake,  Clifford  town- 
ship, he  married  Miss  Margaret  J.  Ayres,  and  to 
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them  were  born  five  children : Emma  L.,  Arthur  and 
Walter,  all  deceased ; Charles  A.,  a railroad  man  of 
Saginaw,  Mich.;  and  Benjamin  J.,  deceased. 

STUART  O.  LINCOLN,  register  and  re- 
corder of  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the  best-known 
citizens  of  that  county.  He  has  been  a lifelong  resi- 
dent of  the  community  which  he  is  now  ably  serving 
in  an  official  capacity,  and  it  is  the  untarnished  rec- 
ord of  a -life  well  spent  that  is  adding  yearly  to  the 
popular  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 

Previous  to  1690  there  came  from  England 
three  brothers  by  the  name  of  Lincoln,  who  settled 
in  Hingham  (south  side  of  Boston  Harbor),  Mass. 
After  rerpaining  there  for  a short  time  a part  of 
one  of  the  families  removed  to  Taunton,  Mass.,  from 
which  place  Samuel  Lincoln  went  to  Windham, 
Conn.  On  June  2,  1692,  Samuel  Lincoln  married 
Eliza  Jacobs,  and  their  children  were : Samuel  (2), 

Jacob,  Marcy,  Thomas,  Jonah,  Nathaniel  and  Eliza- 
beth. Samuel  Lincoln  (2)  was  married,  in  1723, 
to  Ruth  Huntington,  by  whom  he  became  the  father 
of  Samuel  (3),  John  and  Nathaniel.  John  Lin- 
coln, who  was  born  July  28,  1726,  and  died  in  1810, 
was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife,  Rebecca,  he 
had  two  children,  John  and  Eleazer.  Lor  his  sec- 
ond wife  John  Lincoln  married  Anna  Stowel,  and 
their  children  were  Anna,  Eleazer,  Jonah  and  Je- 
rusha,  twins,  and  Oliver. 

Jonah  Lincoln,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1760,  and  on  reaching  man’s  estate 
married  Lucy  Webb,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  ten  children:  James  and  Dan,  Stowel, 

John,  Ralph,  Elisha,  Lucy,  Marcia,  Albert  and 
Burr. 

John  Lincoln,  fourth  son  in  the  family  of  Jonah 
and  Lucy  (Webb)  Lincoln,  was  born  in  Windham, 
Conn.,  Lebruary  17,  1790,  and  received  a good  com- 
mon-school education,  which  was  supplemented  by 
the  wide  range  of  reading  he  pursued  all  his  life. 
When  a young  man  he  worked  at  the  printer’s 
trade  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  after  which  his  principal 
occupation  was  farming.  In  1817  he  removed  to 
Pennsylvania,  locating  in  Lebanon  township  (then 
a part  of  Damascus  township),  Wayne  county.  This 
was  just  after  the  cold  summer  of  1816,  when  all 
crops  were  a failure,  and  potatoes  were  so  scarce  as 
to  be  almost  unobtainable.  Mr.  Lincoln  succeeded 
in  procuring  one  bushel,  but  only  with  the  express 
understanding  that  they  were  to  be  used  for  seed. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  tried  and  true,  and 
very  zealous  in  the  interests  of  his  party.  Lor  many 
years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  having  first 
been  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  for  three  years 
he  held  the  office  of  county  auditor.  He  was  a man 
of  strong  convictions,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  ex- 
press them.  When  once  he  had  his  mind  made  up, 
it  was  difficult  to  convince  him  otherwise.  On 
March  19,  1812,  he  was  married  to  Millanv  Hunt- 
ington, and  their  children  were : John,  who  died 

in  Morrisville,  Penn. ; Steadman,  a resident  of  Han- 
cock, N.  Y. ; Giles  H.,  who  died  at  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; 


Sarah,  who  married  David  Lindsay,  and  died 
leaving  one  son,  David  Lindsay,  now  a resident  of 
Wilmington,  Del.;  Lucy,  widow  of  H.  Wright; 
Emily  E.,  who  married  George  Baker,  and  died 
several  years  ago ; and  Stuart  O.  The  father  of 
this  family  was  a Universalist  in  his  religious  views, 
but,  believing  in  the  beneficent  influence  of  the 
Christian  religion  in  general,  lent  his  support  to  all 
denominations.  The  school  found  in  him  a willing 
advocate  for  better  facilities,  and  he  gave  to  all  his 
children  as  good  an  education  as  the  county  af- 
forded. He  died  December  6,  1867,  followed  to 
the  grave  some  four  years  later  by  his  devoted  wife. 

Stuart  O.  Lincoln  was  born  January  27,  1838, 
and  in  his  boyhood  days  attended  the  district  school 
and  also  the  Prompton  school.  He  was  apt  and 
quick  in  learning,  and  when  but  seventeen  years  of 
age  began  teaching,  continuing  his  first  school 
for  four  months  at  a salary  of  fifteen  dollars  a 
month.  He  followed  his  profession  in  connection 
with  farming  until  1861,  when  he  answered  the  call 
of  the  country,  enlisting  on  August  3,  of  that  year, 
in  Company  F,  50th  New  York  Corps  of  Engineers. 
The  regiment  became  a part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac ; its  duty  was  not  to  fight,  but  to  build  the 
bridges  and  breastworks,  forts  and  roads,  and  was 
many  times  exposed  to  the  enemy’s  fire.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln entered  the  service  as  a private,  but  his  effi- 
cient services  soon  won  for  him  promotion  to  cor- 
poral. During  his  three-years’  service  he  was  away 
from  his  regiment  but  two  months,  during  which 
time  he  was  suffering  with  fever.  At  Fredericks- 
burg, on  December  11,  1862,  the  company  lost  sev- 
enteen men  killed  and  wounded,  and  at  Deep  Run, 
Va.,  in  1863,  it  lost  six  men.  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
granted  an  honorable  discharge  September  20,  1864. 

Returning  to  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Lincoln  again 
engaged  in  his  old  pursuits,  farming  and  school 
teaching.  His  standing  is  attested  by  the  fact  that 
he  received  the  first  permanent  certificate  granted 
in  Wayne  county.  Prominent  as  he  was  in  intel- 
lectual and  social  advancement,  he  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  serve  in  local  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, and  for  twenty-eight  years  was 
clerk  of  Lebanon  township,  besides  filling  many 
other  offices.  In  1893  he  became  the  regular  nomi- 
nee of  the  Republican  party  in  Wayne  county  for 
register  and  recorder,  and  was  elected  to  that  office 
by  a majority  of  sixteen.  In  1896  he  was  re-elected 
by  a majority  of  1,174,  ?-nd  this,  too,  in  a county  that 
up  to  this  time  had  been  Democratic. 

In  1866  Mr.  Lincoln  was  married  to  Miss  El- 
vira E.  Bolkcom,  who  was  born  in  Lebanon  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  May  30,  1843,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Eleanor  W.  (Nelson)  Bolkcom,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  latter  of  German  descent,  her  father,  Richard 
Nelson,  settling-  on  the  Dyberry,  two  miles  above 
where  Honesdale  now  is,  in  1798.  Mr.  and  Mrs.' 
Lincoln  have  one  child,  Emma,  now  the  wife  of 
Otto  Pethrick,  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Lena. 
Mr.  Lincoln  is  a man  of  sterling  integrity,  popular 
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among  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances, 
devoted  to  the  good  of  his  county,  and  one  of  its 
most  representative  citizens.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  of  Post  No.  198, 
G.  A.  R.  of  Honesdale,  and  of  Blue  Lodge,  No.  218, 
F.  & A.  M.,  of  Honesdale,  which  lodge  he  joined 
March  9,  1865. 

WILLIAM  PERKIN,  deceased,  was  for  sev- 
eral years  one  of  the  leading  and  prominent  farmers 
of  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county.  Like  many  of 
the  best  citizens  of  this  locality,  he  was  a native  of 
England,  born  in  Cornwall,  in  1845,  a son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Perkin.  In  1873  the  family  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  and  after  about  a year  spent  in  Canada 
came  to  Pennsylvania,  locating  in  Berlin  township, 
AYavne  county,  where  the  father  purchased  the 
Cartwright  farm.  There  he  made  his  home  for  a 
few  years,  and  the  mother  died  upon  that  place  in 
1877,  leaving  a family  of  three  children.  John,  the 
eldest,  is  married  and  resides  in  Berlin.  Mary,  who 
died  in  1899,  came  with  her  parents  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty ; she  was  married,  in  Devonshire,  England,  to 
Richard  P.  Warring,  also  a native  of  England,  who 
still  resides  upon  his  farm  in  Berlin  township. 
William  completes  the  family.  For  his  second  wife 
the  father  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Robins,  of 
Beach  Lake,  where  he  died. 

In  his  native  land  Mr.  Perkin,  of  this  review, 
grew  to  manhood,  and  in  1869  he  married  Miss  Ann 
Parken,  of  Cornwall,  England,  who  was  born  in 
1844,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Charlotte  Parken. 
She  was  one  of  a family  of  fourteen  children,  all  of 
whom  remained  in  England  with  the  exception  of 
herself;  Nicholas,  a resident  of  Washington  county, 
Ivans. ; and  William,  who  was  killed  in  the  mines  at 
Cold  Springs,  Cal.,  when  a young  man.  In  1873 
Mr.  Perkin  accompanied  his  father  on  his  emigra- 
tion to  America,  and  lived  upon  the  old  homestead 
in  Berlin  township  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
June  19,  1884.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  was 
a Democrat.  He  was  a worthy  representative  of 
one  of  the  leading  English  families  of  Berlin  town- 
ship, who  have  borne  so  important  a part'  in  the  de- 
velopment and  prosperity  of  Wayne  county.  Thrifty 
and  energetic  people,  they  have  secured  good  homes 
for  themselves  and  families,  and  by  their  sterling 
worth  and  integrity  have  commanded  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  Mr.  Perkin 
was  one  of  the  best  of  these  worthy  citizens,  and  in 
his  death  the  township  realized  that  it  had  lost  one 
of  its  most  valued  and  useful  members. 

Mr.  Perkin  left  a widow  and  six  children,  who 
are  still  honored  residents  of  Wayne  county.  ( 1 1 
William  W.,  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  in  1870, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Berlin,  and 
married  Mrs.  Adelaide  Oliver,  of  Beach  Lake, 
where  they  make  their  home.  (2)  Elizabeth  A., 
born  in  Cornwall,  in  1872,  received  a good  common- 
school  education  in  the  town  of  Berlin,  and  in  Octo- 
ber, 1897,  married  William  J.  P.  Warwick,  who  was 


born  in  Devonshire,  England,  in  1869,  a son  of  John 
and  Charlotte  Warwick,  of  that  country.  Mr.  War- 
wick was  principally  educated  in  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
where  he  engaged  in  clerking  in  a wholesale  store 
for  several  years,  but  in  1890  he  came  to  Berlin, 
and  he  and  his  wife  now  live  with  Mrs.  Perkin  on 
the  old  homestead.  (3)  Charlotte,  born  in  Canada, 
in  1874,  came  with  her  parents  to  Wayne  county, 
and  like  the  other  members  of  the  family  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools.  She  is  at  home  with 
her  mother.  (4)  Emma  J.  and  (5)  Edith  E.  were 
both  born  on  the  present  homestead  of  the  family, 
in  Berlin  township,  the  former  in  1877,  the  latter  in 
1879,  and  are  still  under  the  parental  roof.  (6) 
Joseph  J.,  born  in  1883,  died  in  1890. 

LUCIEN  O.  MUMFORD,  a leading  agricult- 
urist of  Dyberry  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  as  well  as 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  honored  families 
of  that  county.  His  great-grandfather,  Jonah 
Mumford,  the  first  of  whom  we  have  any  authentic 
record,  was  a native  of  England,  and  at  an  early  day 
came  to  the  United  States,  locating  first  in  Rhode 
Island.  As  early  as  1792,  however,  he  became  a 
resident  of  what  is  now  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  when  this  section  of  the  State 
was  a vast  wilderness,  inhabited  principally  by  In- 
dians and  wild  animals.  He  was  joined  by  his 
family  the  following  year,  among  the  number  being 
his  son  Thomas,  who  was  married  here,  and  became 
the  father  of  H.  K.  Mumford,  born  in  August, 
1809. 

Throughout  life  H.  Iv.  Mumford  (our  subject's 
father)  was  closely  identified  with  the  upbuilding 
and  prosperity  of  Wayne  county.  He  was  a lum- 
berman and  farmer  by  occupation,  and  also  took 
contracts  for  constructing  turnpike  roads.  His 
death  occurred  January  24,  1882,  in  Dyberry  town- 
ship, where  he  had  lived  for  over  thirty  years.  He 
married  Maria  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Royal  and  Ma- 
tilda (Moore)  Wheeler,  who  were  residents  of 
Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  though  originally  from 
Connecticut.  The  other  members  of  the  Wheeler 
family  were  Earl,  now  deceased,  who  was  an  attor- 
ney of  Honesdale,  Wayne  county ; and  Ethelinda, 
who  married  and  lived  in  Cedar  county,  Iowa,  where 
she  died  in  1896.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mumford  were 
born  five  children,  namely:  James  Royal  and  De- 

uane,  both  deceased ; Lucinda,  wife  of  Isaac  Ivater, 
a Methodist  minister,  now  located  at  Victor,  Colo. ; 
Lucien  O.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Mary 
Sophia,  wife  of  Robert  B.  Millwee,  of  Hornsby, 
Texas. 

Lucien  O.  Mumford  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  July  1,  1845,  and  at  the  age  of  seven  years 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Dy- 
berry township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  His 
education,  begun  in  the  common  schools  near  his 
home,  was  completed  at  the  more  advanced  institu- 
tions of  learning  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  took  charge  of  the 
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homestead,  and  successfully  operated  it  for  several 
years. 

On  October  n,  1876,  Mr.  Mumford  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Daphne  L.  Hubbard,  at  Dy- 
berry,  Rev.  E.  O.  Ward  performing  the  ceremony. 
She  was  born  August  13,  1855,  a daughter  of  Fred- 
erick and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Hubbard.  Her  father 
was  born  at  Amenia,  N.  Y.,  September  1,  1826,  and 
when  between  two  and  three  years  of  age  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Dyberry,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there  February  28, 
1875.  His  wife  was  a native  of  Wayne  county, 
born  in  Lebanon  township,  February  20,  1830,  and 
they  were  married  at  Bethany,  October  18,  1854-) 
Rev.  E.  O.  Ward  also  officiating  at  this  marriage. 
Mrs.  Hubbard’s  father  was  a native  of  Connecticut, 
and  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  when 
under  eighteen  years  of  age.  On  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  came  to  Wayne  county.  Mrs.  Mumford  is 
the  elder  of  two  children,  the  other  being  Lillie 
Anna,  who  was  born  December  5,  1858,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  F.  J.  Wall,  of  Damascus  township,  ; 
Wayne  county.  One  child  blessed  the  union  of  our  j 
subject  and  his  wife,  namely:  Winfred  H.,  who 

was  born  September  18,  1877,  and  is  now  attending 
school  in  Dyberry  township. 

Politically  Mr.  Mumford  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  party  since  casting  his 
first  vote,  but  he  is  not  an  aspirant  for  public  favor, 
though  he  has  from  time  to  time  accepted  local 
offices,  such  as  collector,  assessor  and  school  di- 
rector. He  and  his  family  are  devout  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Bethany,  and  wherever 
known  are  held  in  high  regard. 

ABEL  ENSLIN,  one  of  the  most  prominent, 
industrious  and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Wayne 
county,  is  deserving  of  more  than  passing  notice  in 
the  pages  of  this  volume. 

A native  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Enslin  was  born 
March  22,  1838,  on  the  old  family  homestead  in 
what  is  now  South  Canaan  township,  a son  of 
George  and  Sarah  (Swingle)  Enslin.  Susan  Ens- 
lin, sister  of  George,  married  Jacob  Shaffer,  for- 
merly of  Canaan  township,  but  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. On  November  20,  i860,  Abel  Enslin  was 
married,  at  Washington,  D.  C:,  by  Rev.  B.  F.  Bit- 
tinger,  a Presbyterian  minister,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Springer,  who  was  born  July  6,  1842,  in  Canaan 
township,  "Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  Moses 
and  Susannah  (Shaffer)  Springer,  natives  of  Mont- 
gomery county  and  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  One 
child  came  to  this  union : George  E.,  born 

January  1,  1868,  who  died  October  6,  1869. 

Mrs.  Enslin’ s father  was  a farmer  in  his 
younger  days,  later  following  milling.  He  died 
in  1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years ; his  wife 
passed  away  January  9,  1891,  aged  eighty-five 
years,  and  they  were  interred  in  the  East  cemetery. 
Their  children  were  as  follows:  Mary  A.,  wife  of 

our  subject;  and  Jacob,  born  July  2,  1848,  who 


died  at  the  age  of  six  months.  The  mother  of  these 
was  twice  married,  first  time  to  Jacob  Swingle,  by 
whom  she  had  four  children:  Chauncey,  a retired 

farmer  of  Canaan  township;  Frederick,  a resident 
of  Hawley,  Penn.;  Francis,  living  retired  in 
Canaan  township ; and  Rebecca,  who  married  Elmer 
Enslin,  of  South  Canaan  township. 

Jacob  and  Susannah  (Miller)  Springer,  pater- 
nal grandparents  of  Mrs.  Abel  Enslin,  were  highly 
respected  farming  people  of  Montgomery  county, 
Penn.  Their  family  of  children  was  as  follows : 
Elias,  Levi,  Moses  (father  of  Mrs.  Enslin),  Mary 
A.  (wife  of  Louden  Stone),  and  Elizabeth  (wife 
of  Jacob  Schellenberger) , all  now  deceased.  A 
record  of  her  maternal  grandparents  Shaffer  will 
be  found  in  the  sketch  of  Joseph  Shaffer,  elsewhere. 

Abel  Enslin,  whose  name  introduces  these 
lines,  received  a liberal  education  at  the  schools  of 
his  native  place,  and  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  till  he  was  twenty-one,  when  he  commenced 
farming  and  peeling  bark  during  summers,  and  in 
the  winter  time  followed  lumbering  as  a jobber. 
In  i860  he  went  to  Fairfax  county,  Va.,  where  he 
worked  for  Moses  Springer  (his  father-in-law)  at 
farming  and  clearing  from  October,  that  year,  until 
May,  1861,  when,  owing  to  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war,  he  returned  to  Wayne  county.  He 
worked  the  old  homestead  on  shares  for  a few 
months,  after  which  he  rented  a house  from  John 
McIntosh,  in  Canaan  township,  and  labored  at  any- 
thing he  could  find  to  do  until  the  spring  of  1862. 
At  that  time  lie  purchased  thirteen  acres  of  land  in 
South  Canaan  township,  where  he  farmed  a few 
vears,  subsequently  going  to  work  for  the  L.  A. 
"Robinson  Tannery  Co. ; but  in  two  or  three  years’ 
time  he  left  that  employ  and  bought  and  cleared  a 
farm  in  Lake  township,  where  he  remained  about 
twenty-two  years.  In  1893,  after  selling  the  first 
farm,  he  bought  his  present  one  of  125  acres,  then 
a rough  tract  (now  included  in  Lake  township), 
which  he  cleared  and  improved,  adding  fine  build- 
ings fully  equipped  with  all  the  modern  improve- 
ments. For  some  fifteen  years  he  also  engaged  in 
stone  quarrying. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Enslin  are  members  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church;  in  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
is  justly  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  his  part  of  the  county,  respected  by  all. 

ELBERT  O.  ALLEN  is  successfully  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  the  old  home  farm  in 
Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  was  born 
July  7,  1861,  a son  of  Abram  Allen,  a soldier  of  the 
Civil  war,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Otsego  county, 
New  York,  May  26,  1820.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Justin  Allen,  also  devoted  some  time  to  mili- 
tary service,  being  a member  of  the  United  States 
army  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  married  a Miss  Russ, 
and  both  died  in  New  York  State. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  Abram  Allen  was 
reared  and  educated.  He  first  married  Sarah 
Millos,  also  a native  of  New  York,  and  to  them  were 
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born  four  children,  namely : Paul,  Charles  W.,  Ann 

Eliza  and  Catherine.  For  his  second  wife  he  wed- 
ded Samantha  Hufteln,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
Norman  and  Melvin,  and  after  her  death  he  married 
Rhoda  Haynes,  who  was  born  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Wayne  county,  Penn. 
Her  father,  Roger  Haynes,  was  born  on  the  Dela- 
ware river,  near  Indian  Orchard,  Wayne  county, 
son  of  Benjamin  Haynes,  a native  of  New  Jersey< 
who  was  a noted  Indian  fighter,  and  was  also  a sol- 
dier during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Roger  Haynes 
married  Anna  Cramer,  a native  of  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  as  follows:  Levi,  Rhoda,  Elisha, 

Jesse,  Mrs.  Anna  Marie  Hufteln,  Matilda,  George 
and  Charles.  The  father  of  these  children  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four,  the  mother  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years.  Both  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Abram  Allen 
continued  to  successfully  engage  in  farming  upon 
the  old  homestead,  where  his  son  Elbert  O.  is  now 
living-,  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when,  in 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  56th  P.  V.  I. 
During  his  service  he  received  injuries  from  which 
he  never  recovered,  and  which  caused  total  blind- 
ness before  his  death  ; the  government  gave  him  a 
good  pension.  His  comrades  say  of  him  that  he 
was  a brave  and  gallant  soldier  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, never  flinching  from  danger,  and  as  a' citizen  he 
was  equally  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  He 
died  December  19,  1894,  leaving  a widow  and  four 
children:  Elbert  O.,  Margaret  Tane,  Thorn  and 

Arthur. 

The  public  schools  near  his  home  afforded  our 
subject  good  educational  privileges,  and  his  busi- 
ness training  was  obtained  upon  the  home  farm. 
He  is  a thorough  and  systematic  agriculturist,  now 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  is 
meeting  with  a well-deserved  success  in  his  under- 
takings. His  fields  are  under  excellent  cultivation, 
and  upon  his  place  is  a comfortable  residence  and 
convenient  outbuildings. 

Mr.  Allen  married  Aliss  Edna  La  Barr,  a native 
of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  and  a daughter 
of  Frederick  and  Chloe  (Littell)  La  Bar,  she  being 
the  eldest  of  their  seven  children;  the  others  are: 
Cora.  Nettie,  Glenn,  Emma,  Ross  and  Ethel.  In 
politics  her  father  is  a Prohibitionist.  Mr.  Allen 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a well-informed 
man,  and  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  all  movements 
which  he  believes  will  advance  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, religion  and  temperance. 

SAMUEL  FOUND,  a well-known  carpenter 
and  farmer  residing  in  Prompton,  Wayne  county, 
is  a native  of  England,  born  in  Cornwall,  January 
30,  1832,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Herd) 
Found,  who  never  left  that  country.  The  father, 
who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  1842,  aged 
fifty  years ; the  mother  passed  away  about  thirty 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Of  their  children, 
William  died  in  England;  Mary  died  in  that  country 
during  childhood;  John  died  in  Austria;  Thomas 
died  in  England;  Samuel  is  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Nathan  died  in  England;  Ann  died  in  England;  and 
Daniel  is  still  a resident  of  that  country.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Herd, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  England. 

After  his  father’s  death  Samuel  Found  re- 
mained with  his  mother  until  seventeen  years  of 
age,  when  he  emigrated  to  the  New  World  in  com- 
pany with  Thomas  Brown,  locating  in  Bethany, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  whence  he  removed  to  Hones- 
dale a year  later.  With  Mr.  Brown  he  served  a 
three-years’  apprenticeship  to  the  millwright’s-  trade, 
and  then  went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  worked 
at  carpentering  for  two  and  a half  years.  He  mani- 
fested his  loyalty  to  his  adopted  country  by  enlist- 
ing, May  9,  1861,  in  the  British  Volunteers,  and  a 
few  months  later  joined  Company  K,  15th  N.  Y. 
V.  I.,  but  on  arriving  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  was 
transferred  to  the  Engineer  Corps.  Of  the  1,100 
who  were  in  the  regiment  at  the  beginning  of  the 
service,  only  400  returned,  although  it  was  recruited 
several  times.  As  a member  of  Capt.  Sewell  Sear- 
gant’s  company,  Mr.  Found  participated  in  eight- 
een battles.  Elis  term  of  service  having  expired, 
he  was  honorably  discharged  in  August,  1863,  and 
returned  to  Honesdale,  where  he  was  employed  as  a 
millwright  for  the  following  four  years.  Since 
then  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  house  carpen- 
tering, and  since  purchasing  his  present  farm  in 
1887  he  has  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  Honesdale  Mr.  Found  was  married,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1863,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Bellamy,  Rev.  Leonard 
Cole,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  performing 
the  ceremony.  To  them  were  born  four  children,, 
namely:  Robert  N.,  who  died  in  1890,  at  the  age 

of  twenty-three  years ; William  S.,  who  is  clerking 
m Scranton.  Penn. ; Mira  F.,  who  is  with  her  par- 
ent's; and  Charles  B.,  who  is  clerking  in  Seelyville, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Found  was  born  in  Honesdale,  February 
8,  1839,  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Frances  (Spry) 
Bellamy,  natives  of  Cornwall,  England,  who  in  1835 
came  to  America  and  located  near  Bethany,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  For  a few  years  the  father  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Honesdale,  but  w.ith  that  excep- 
tion he  followed  farming  throughout  life,  spending 
his  last  years  upon  the  present  farm  of  our  subject 
at  Prompton.  Pie  died  in  September,  1880,  aged 
seventy-four  years,  his  wife  two  years  later,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two,  and  both  were  buried  at  Promp- 
ton. Mrs.  Found  was  the  eldest  of  their  children, 
the  others  being  Frances  A.,  now  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Penticost,  a lumberman  of  Prompton ; Aravella, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years ; Mar- 
garet M.,  wife  of  Clark  Alvord,  a carpenter  of  Car- 
bondale,  Penn. ; Charles  T.,  agent  for  a condensed 
milk  firm  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; William,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eight  years ; and  Robert  N.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eleven.  Mrs.  Found’s  paternal  grand- 
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parents,  Humphrey  an  1 Grace  (Hick)  Bellamy, 
were  natives  of  Cornwall,  England,  and  at  an  early 
day  became  residents  of  Wayne  county,  Penn. 
Their  remains  were  buried  at  Honesdale.  The 
maternal  grandparents,  Richard  and  Frances 
(Webb)  Spry,  also  emigrated  from  Cornwall  to 
America  and  spent  their  last  days  in  Wayne  county. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Found  affiliates  with  the 
Grand  Army  Post  at  Honesdale,  and  the  Farmers 
Alliance  at  Keens,  and  politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party. 

RANDALL  WILLMOT  CARR,  one  of  the 
honored  sons  of  Wayne  county,  and  a prominent 
general  merchant  of  Prompton,  is  pre-eminently  a 
self-made  man.  Lie  began  life  for  himself  in  rather 
limited  circumstances,  but  has  steadily  worked  his 
way  upward,  and  is  now  the  possessor  of  a com- 
fortable competence.  He  was  born  on  the  old  Carr 
homestead  in  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1831,  a son  of  Edward  and  Caroline  (Hud- 
son) Carr,  whose  sketch  is  given  elsewhere  in  con- 
nection with  that  of  our  subject’s  brother,  Judge 
Carr,  of  Wavmart. 

Di  iring  his  boyhood  and  youth  Mr.  Carr  attend- 
ed the  common  schools,  and  assisted  in  the  work  of 
the  home  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  aee,  when  be 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  rail- 
road, at  first  driving  the  horses  which  pulled  the  cars 
to  the  cable.  For  some  time  he  worked  at  the  car- 
penter's trade  for  that  company,  continuing  with 
them  until  1895,  when  he  resigned  his  position  as 
track  foreman.  In  the  meantime  he  had  worked 
with  his  brother  Charles  in  a planing-mill  at  Port 
Morris,  N.  Y.,  for  one  year.  ITe  is  now  successfully 
engaged  in  business  at  Prompton  as  a general  mer- 
chant, having  built  up  a profitable  trade. 

On  March  5,  1837,  in  Honesdale,  Wavne  coun- 
tv, Mr.  Carr  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mar- 
tha Rounds,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children, 
namely:  Frederick,  born  December  3,  1857,  died 

November  8,  1882;  Herbert,  born  September  12, 
1859.  died  January  6,  1865  ; Horace,  born  March 
27,  1863,  wedded  Mary  Gay,  and  is  now  a traveling 
salesman  for  Francis  H.  Leggett  & Co.,  New  York; 
and  Nellie,  born  December  16,  1865,  and  Howard, 
born  June  21,  1868,  are  with  their  parents. 

Mrs.  Carr  was  born  in  Uniondale.  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  August  13,  1833,  a daughter  of  Arba  and 
Sallie  (Curtis)  Rounds,  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Connecticut,  respectively,  who  early  settled  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  the  father  carried  on  the 
occupation  of  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
the  mother  in  1842,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years. 
Both  were  sincere  and  faithful  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  The  following  children  blessed 
their  union : Nathan  and  Alva,  both  deceased  ; Levi, 
a carpenter  of  Huntington,  Conn. ; Laura,  wife  of 
Edward  Dimock,  both  now  deceased ; Lida,  wife  of 
Lucius  Curtis,  both  deceased ; Mary,  deceased  wife 
of  P.  H.  Stanton,  a farmer  of  Wavmart,  Wayne 


county;  Eliza,  wife  of  Mortimer  Williams,  both  de- 
ceased; Israel,  a farmer  of  Uniondale;  Zenis,  also  a 
farmer  of  that  place ; Hubble,  an  employe  of  the 
Gravity  railroad,  and  a resident  of  Waymart;  Mar- 
tha, the  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Hannah,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  The  father  of  these 
children  was  three  times  married. 

Mr.  Carr  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Republican  party  in  his  com- 
munity, and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in 
nearly  all  the  local  offices  in  Prompton,  including 
those  of  burgess  and  councilman.  His  honorable, 
straightforward  course  in  life  commends  him  to  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact,  and  he  has  the  friendship  of  the  very  best 
people  of  the  community. 

ANDREW  J.  TUTHILL,  whose  death  on 
February  10,  1899,  is  still  fresh  in  thewninds  of  his 
neighbors  and  fellow  citizens,  was  a leading  general 
farmer  of  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  residing 
on  the  old  Tuthill  homestead,  which  his  father  pur- 
chased from  Benjamin  Muson  in  March,  1839,  and 
there  almost  his  entire  life  was  passed. 

Mr.  Tuthill  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
October  26,  1838,  a son  of  John  B.  and  Fayette 
Tuthill,  natives  of  Orange  county,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  make  their  Lome  until  coming  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  in  March,  1839.  Until  1865  they 
lived  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Canaan  township, 
and  then  removed  to  Waymart,  Wayne  county, where 
the  father  died  March  12,  1895,  aged  eighty-one 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Canaan  Corners  ceme- 
tery. The  mother,  who  was  born  in  October,  1814, 
is  still  living,  making  her  home  in  Waymart.  She 
is  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  a most  estimable  lady.  In  politics  the 
father  was  a Republican.  Of  their  children,  Andrew 
J.  is  the  eldest;  George  was  killed  while  at  work  on 
the  Gravity  railroad;  Jane  died  in  infancy;  Albert 
R.  is  also  deceased;  and  Frank  is  employed  in  a 
wholesale  drug  store  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Josiah  Tuthill,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  removed  from  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  to 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1856,  and  located  near 
Pleasant  Mount.  He  was  a tailor  by  trade,  but  after 
coming  to  Pennsylvania  devoted  his  energies  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  though  he  lived  retired  for 
some  time  prior  to  his  death  in  1859,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years.  He  married  a Miss  Brown. 

From  his  infancy  Andrew  J.  Tuthill  lived  upon 
the  old  Tuthill  homestead  in  Canaan  township,  with 
the  exception  of  nine  months  spent  in  Iowa.  On 
September  10,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  77th 
P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Henry  W.  Derby,  but  though 
never  wounded  he  was  taken  seriously  ill,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  June  12,  1862.  His  captain 
would  not  permit  him  to  take  part  in  any  battle 
on  account  of  his  health,  and  he  never  fully  recov- 
ered ; he  received  a pension  from  the  government. 
From  the  fall  of  1858  until  1861  Mr.  Tuthill  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Gravity  railroad,  but  with  that 
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exception  his  time  and  attention  were  given  to  gen- 
eral farming. 

In  Waymart,  January  15,  1863,  Mr.  Tuthill  was 
married  to  Miss  Alice  A.  Sitgraves,  by  Rev.  Israel 
Brundage,  a Presbyterian  minister.  The  following 
children  blessed  this  union:  Lizzie,  born  January  2, 
1864,  is  now  the  wife  of  Monroe  Maymare,  a farmer 
of  Waymart;  Rena  J.,  born  November  15,  1865,  is 
the  wife  of  Emil  Weirtz,  a weaver  of  silk  in  New 
York  City;  Minnie,  born  December  26,  1866,  died 
three  years  later;  Wiliam  G.,  born  December  31, 
1867,  is  a railroad  man,  living  in  Peckville,  Penn. ; 
Arthur,  born  November  2,  1869,  died  in  infancy; 
Milton  T.,  born  December  23,  1870,  married  Agnes 
Enslin,  resides  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  and  is  in 
the  employ  of  the  Gravity  railroad ; Mortimer  E., 
born  October  11,  1872,  also  a railroad  man,  married 
Mattie  Weed,  and  lives  at  home ; Angie  M.,  born 
August  8,  1874,  is  at  home;  Raymond  R.,  born  July 
21,  1876,  died  in  infancy;  Roy  E.,  born  March  21, 
1878,  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years;  and  Ina  E., 
born  July  27,  1882,  died  May  6,  1888. 

Mrs.  Tuthill  was  born  March  21,  1844,  in  Co- 
lumbia county,  Penn.,  four  miles  from  Berwick,  a 
daughter  of  Martin  H.  and  Sarah  A.  (Iddings) 
Sitgraves,  the  former  a native  of  New  Jersey,  the 
latter  of  Columbia  county,  Penn.  In  1852  they  came 
to  Wayne  county,  and  in  Canaan  township  made 
their  home  until  1863,  when  they  removed  to  Peck- 
ville, thence  to  Pittston,  thence  to  Corning,  and 
thence  to  South  Dakota,  where  they  lived  on  a 
farm.  Both  were  born  in  1819,  and  they  held 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mrs.  Sitgraves  passed  away  November  5,  1899. 
Their  children  were  Alice,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Mary,  wife  of  William  R.  Evans,  a railroad 
man,  living  in  Corning,  N.  Y. ; George,  foreman 
for  the  railroad  company  at  Peckville,  Penn. ; Frank, 
a railroad  fireman,  residing  in  Peckville ; Elizabeth, 
who  is  with  her  father;  Helen,  wife  of  Charles  Bar- 
num,  a machinist  of  Leeds  City',  N.  Dak. ; and 
Thomas,  a railroad  man  of  Peckville.  . Mrs.  Tuthill’s 
paternal  grandparents  were  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Tomer)  Sitgraves,  of  English  extraction,  and  her 
maternal  grandparents  were  Thomas  and  Mary 
( Owens)  Iddings. 

In  his  political  views  Air.  Tuthill  was  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  in  1892  he  was  elected,  on  that  tick- 
et, tax  collector  of  Canaan  township,  a position  he 
filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  his  constituents  for  seven  years.  His 
son  Milton  serving  the  last  year  of  the  third  term. 

GLEASON  FAMILY.  This  family  was  estab- 
lished in  Wayne  county  earlv  in  the  present  centurv, 
at  which  this  time  this  section  of  the  State  was  al- 
most an  unbroken  wilderness,  most  of  the  land  being 
still  in  its  primitive  condition,  while  the  settlers  were 
widely  scattered.  Members  of  the  family  have  since 
been  prominently  identified  with  its  upbuilding  and 
prosperity. 

The  first  of  whom  we  have  any  authentic  ac- 


count is  Joseph  Gleason,  a native  of  Coventry,  N.  Y. 
His  son  Lyman  Gleason  was  born  in  the  same  place, 
December  25,  1818,  and  accompanied  the  family  on 
their  emigration  to  Wayne  county.  He  was  mar- 
ried, at  Dyberry,  January  2,  1843,  by  Rev.  Henry 
Curtis,  to  Miss  Leafy  S.  Brooks,  daughter  of  Homer 
Brooks,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  following 
children  blessed  this  union : E.  Thayer,  born  De- 
cember 14,  1843,  is  deceased;  Lola  M.,  born  May  21, 
1845,  the  wife  of  George  Faatz,  of  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county;  Cemira  D.,  born  April  22,  1847,  is 
the  wife  of  William  Sutton,  of  Texas  township, 
Wayne  county;  Joseph  A.,  born  March  27,  1849, 
died  January  2,  1857;  Ezra  L.,  born  May  24,  1853, 
is  mentioned  below;  E.  Wilson,  born  July  26,  1855, 
is  a resident  of  Warren  county,  Penn.,  and  Freelove 
Orvilla,  born  May  30,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  Richard 
Arthur,  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county. 

Ezra  L.  Gleason  remained  on  the  old  homestead 
until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself,  and  he  is  now  a prosperous  and  highly- 
respected  farmer  of  Dyberry  township.  He  was 
married,  May  1,  1879,  by  Rev.  D.  W.  Halstead,  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Johns,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
four  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are 
as  follows:  Merle  L.,  April  19,  1884;  Almon  E., 
December  18,  1890  (died  November  4,  1898)  ; Nel- 
lie P.,  Decerpber  4,  1893;  and  Lillian  C.,  December 
29,  1894. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  (Johns)  Gleason  is  a grand- 
daughter of  Joseph  Parkyn,  who  was  born  in  Corn- 
wall. England,  July  13,  1813,  and  was  one  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters. 
He  was  married,  May  21,  1833,  to  Jane  Brown,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  country,  January  4,  1810,  and 
had  six  brothers  and  one  sister.  In  the  year  of  1833 
they  sailed  for  America,  and  in  August  arrived  in 
Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  making  the  trip  from 
F He- water  on  a canal  boat.  They  first  located  in 
Dvberrv  township,  but  soon  afterward  returned  to 
Honesdale,  where  their  first  child,  William  B.,  was 
born  September  2,  1835.  Subsequently  they  a^ain 
took  up  their  residence  in  Dyberry  township,  where 
.they  made  their  home  for  many  years,  and  there 
their  daughter  Eliza  J.  was  born,  September  25, 
1838.  On  April  19,  of  the  following  year,  thev  re- 
moved to  the  farm  now  known  as  the  John  Robert- 
son place,  where  the  family  remained  until  1859. 
The  mother  died  there  August  8,  1857.  Subsequent- 
ly Mr.  Parkyn  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Lee  and  removed 
to  Warren,  Penn.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years.  His  second  wife  survived  him  about 
two  and  a half  years.  His  eldest  son,  William  B. 
Parkyn,  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Pul- 
lus,  and  to  them  were  born  six  children,  one  son 
and  five  daughters.  After  living  for  some  vears  in 
Wayne  county  they  went  West,  and  located  in  Cedar 
Rapids.  Iowa. 

Eliza  J.  Parkyn,  daughter  of  Joseph  Parkyn, 
was  married,  January  2,  1859,  to  Benjamin  Johns, 
and  thev  owned  and  occupied  the  farm  purchased 
bv  her  father.  The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their 
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children  are  as  follows:  Esther  J.,  July  14,  i860; 
Mary  E.,  May  19,  1862;  Naomi  J.,  1866;  Orange 
J.,  December  20,  1867;  Sarah  M.  (deceased),  Oc- 
tober 25,  1869;  Chilion  B.,  May  1,  1871  ; Harry  E., 
June  14,  1874;  Elsie,  February  13,  1877;  and  Ar- 
cher, January  25,  1879.  The  father  of  these  children 
was  born  in  Pembrokeshire,  South  Wales,  in  1822, 
and  in  1850  came  to  this  country.  He  died  January 
8,  1892,  but  the  mother  is  still  living-. 

Mr.  Gleason  has  never  taken  any  interest  in 
politics,  although  he  has  held  some  minor  offices. 
Fie  resides  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father  and 
grandfather,  a farm  consisting  of  some  135  acres. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Alvin  Gleason,  uncle  of  our  subject,  was  a soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  lost  his  life  in  the  service. 

JACOB  F.  TITMAN,  deceased,  was  in  his 
day  one  of  the  respected,  well-to-do  farmers  of  Dela- 
ware township,  Pike  county,  conducting  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  his  son,  John  C.  Titman,  and  he 
will  be  well  remembered  by  the  older  residents  of 
this  part  of  the  county.  He  was  a native  of  War- 
ren county,  N.  J..  born  June  4,  1817,  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Teeal)  Titman,  and  a grandson  of  Bal- 
dus  and  Marie  (Force)  Titman. 

Baldus  Titman  and  his  wife  were  lifelong  resi- 
dents of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  an  extensive  scale.  He  died 
from  the  effects  of  a snake  bite.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  seven  children:  George,  Philip,  William, 
John,  Margaret  (Mrs.  Eugene  Krause),  Lena  (Mrs. 
Isaac  Blackford)  and  Anna  (Mrs.  Isaac  France). 
John  Titman  was  the  only  one  of  this  family  to  come 
to  Pike  county.  He  was  born  in  Warren  county, 
N.  J.,  grew  to  manhood  there,  and  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Teeal,  whose  father,  John  Teeal,  came 
from  his  native  country,  Holland,  in  early  life,  and 
settled  in  Warren  county,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing for  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Some  few  years 
after  their  marriage,  in  about  1819,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Titman  migrated  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  taking  up 
their  residence  on  a farm  at  what  is  now  known  as 
Egypt  Mills,  in  Lehman  township,  where  they  made 
a permanent  home.  In  addition  to  general  agricult- 
ure Mr.  Titman  engaged  in  carpenter  and  cooper 
work,  and  by  industry  and  thrift  he  acquired  a com- 
fortable property,  at  the  time  of  his  death  ranking 
among  the  prosperous  and  prominent  citizens  of 
the  locality ; he  served  as  constable  for  many  years. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat.  He  passed  away  in 
March,  1865.  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  his 
wife  preceding  him  to  the  grave  in  1863,  when  sev- 
enty-one years  old.  Their  remains  rest  in  Swart- 
wood  cemetery.  Of  their  children,  Catherine  mar- 
ried David  Emory ; both  are  deceased,  Mrs.  Emory 
dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Jacob  F.,  deceased,  married  Barbara  Reaser.  Tere- 
miah  M..  who  is  a farmer  in  Lehman  townshin, 
married  Sarah  M.  Wildrick.  John  T.  married  El- 
mira Counterman  ; he  is  deceased.  Baldus  and  Joe- 
hila  died  young.  Charles,  deceased,  married  Mar- 


garet Counterman.  Maria,  who  is  unmarried,  is  a 
resident  of  Milford. 

Jacob  F.  Titman  was  a mere  child  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Pike  county,  and  he  passed 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  here  engaged  in  farming. 
On  April  20,  1840,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Barbara  Reaser,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in 
Sandyston  township,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  the 
young  couple  made  their  home  in  that  county  for  a 
number  of  years;  but  in  1855  Mr.  Titman  decided 
to  return  to  his  early  home,  and  they  settled  on  the 
farm  in  Delaware  township  where  he  continued  to 
live  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  which  is  now 
the  home  of  his  son.  Mr.  Titman  passed  away 
July  18,  1881,  sincerely  mourned  by  his  many 
friends  and  neighbors  in  this  section,  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  Delaware  cemetery.  He  was  an  in- 
dustrious worker  and  a good  manager,  and  at  his 
decease  left  a comfortable  property,  acquired  by  his 
own  exertions.  He  was  well  liked  in  his  community, 
in  whose  affairs  he  took  a hearty  interest,  and  he 
served  in  several  township  offices  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  To  him 
and  his  wife  were  born  two  children,  John  C.,  who 
is  more  fully  mentioned  elsewhere,  and  Sarah  S., 
who  is  the  widow  of  Morris  H.  Layton  and  resides 
with  her  mother  at  Dingman’s  Ferry. 

This  memoir  would  be  incomplete  without  some 
mention  of  Mrs.  Titman’s  family.  Her  grandpar- 
ents, Philip  and  Margaret  Reaser,  came  from  Mt. 
Bethel,  Penn.,  to  Pike  county  in  an  early  clay,  and 
continued  to  reside  here  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
Their  son  Peter  was  born  in  Mt.  Bethel  and  reared 
there,  and  settled  in  Pike  county  shortly  after  his 
marriage  to  Mary  Amy,  who  was  a native  of  Phila- 
delphia, Penn.  Mr.  Reaser  passed  away  in  1858 
in  Delaware  township,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years, 
and  his  remains  rest  in  the  Delaware  cemetery;  his 
wife  died  in  1849  i*1  Chemung  county,  N.  Y.,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  as  follows : John  married  Caroline 
Hotten ; Philip  married  Eleanor  Ferguson : Jacob 
married  Catherine  Hughes ; William  married  Sally 
J.  Drake ; Peter  is  also  married  and  is  living  in  Illi- 
nois ; Sarah  became  the  wife  of  William  Brooks ; 
Barbara,  born  January  17,  1819,  in  Delaware  town- 
ship, is  the  widow  of  our  subject;  Margaretta  mar- 
ried James  Hooker  and  resides  in  Indiana;  Daniel 
married  Sally  J.  Dalev,  and  they  reside  in  Chemung 
county,  N.  Y.  Five  of  this  family  are  deceased, 
Peter,  Barbara,  Margaretta  and  Daniel  being  the 
survivors. 

Maurice  FI.  Layton,  who  passed  away  March 
19,  1887,  was  during  his  lifetime  one  of  the  pros- 
perous farmers  and  active  citizens  of  Delaware  town- 
ship, Pike  county;  and  was  a native  of  same,  born 
September  3,  1840,  son  of  Gabriel  D.  W.  and  Be- 
linda (Steel)  Layton.  Fie  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  place,  and  engaged  in  school  teaching, 
clerking  and  farming.  On  August  31,1862,  Mr.  Lav- 
ton  enlisted  in  the  Union  service,  becoming  a mem- 
ber cf  Company  G,  142nd  P.  V.  I.,  Capt.  William 
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K.  Haviland,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Stroudsburg. 
He  participated  in  various  engagements  and  skir- 
mishes, and  after  the  battle  of  North  Anna  River, 
on  May  23,  1864,  in  which  he  lost  a finger  of  his 
left  hand,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Veteran  Re- 
serve Corps.  He  received  his  discharge  at  Annapo- 
lis, Md.,  at  the  close  of  the  struggle,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 1865,  he  returned  from  the  field  to  his  home 
in  Delaware  township,  where  he  resumed  farming, 
but  his  health  was  so  seriously  impaired  that  he 
never  recovered.  On  December  26,  1871,  Mr.  Lay- 
ton  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Delaware  township, 
with  Miss  Sarah  S.  Titman,  daughter  of  Jacob  F. 
and  Barbara  Titman.  They  had  no  children.  Mr. 
Layton  was  a well-known  leader  in  public  circles 
in  Delaware  township,  held  a number  of  important 
positions  here,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease  was 
serving  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Delaware  cemetery,  and  his  taking  awav  was  re- 
garded as  a loss  to  the  entire  community  with  whose 
interests  he  had  so  long  been  closely  identified.  His 
widow  made  her  home  on  the  farm  until  1891,  since 
when  she  has  lived  in  Dingmans  Ferrv  with  her 
mother.  Socially  Mr.  Layton  was  an  active  member 
of  Col.  John  Nyce  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Milford. 

B.  F.  GILL  is  the  owner  of  the  West  Branch 
Iron  Works,  of  Seelyville,  Texas  township,  which 
ranks  among  the  most  important  industries  of 
Wayne  county,  giving  employment  as  it  does  to  a 
large  number  of  men,  and  be  stands  high  in  com- 
mercial circles  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  enjoy- 
ing  also  a wide  reputation  for  mechanical  skill  and  as 
an  inventor  of  no  ordinarv  ability.  Mr.  Gill  is  a 
representative  citizen  of  Wayne  county,  more  es- 
pecially as  he  is  a native  of  the  town  where  his  suc- 
cess has  been  made,  having  been  born  in  Seelyville 
in  1847.  son  of  John  H.  and  Hannah  (Courtwright) 
Gill,  the  former  of  whom  was  one  of  the  earlv  manu- 
facturers of  this  region  and  the  first  mill  builder 
in  Wayne  county. 

John  H.  Gill  was  born  in  1807  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  where  he  passed  his  early  life.  When 
nineteen  years  of  age,  his  parents  bein?  dead  and  he 
thrown  on  his  own  resources,  he  decided  to  try  his 
fortune  in  the  New  World  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  his  first  location  in  this  country  being 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  For  a number  of  years 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  machin- 
ery at  New  Hope,  Penn.,  on  the  Delaware  river, 
doing  quite  an  extensive  business  in  that  line,  and 
later  he  built  a foundry  at  Dingmans  Ferry,  also  on 
the  Delaware,  which  he  conducted  for  several  years. 
In  1840  ne  settled  in  Wavne  county,  Penn.,  erecting 
a foundry  at  Seelyville  in  Texas  township,  where  he 
turned  out  all  kinds  of  machinery,  making  a special- 
ty, however,  of  castings  for  saw  and  grist  mill 
machinery.  In  1844  he  purchased  extensive  tracts 
of  land  of  R.  L.  Seely  and  put  up  a new  foundry, 
this  being  the  land  on  which  the  large  plant  now- 
operated  by  his  son  stands,  and  here  he  continued 
in  business  for  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death 


occurring  in  1883.  Mr.  Gill's  life  wras  an  eventful 
and  successful  one,  and  he  was  considered  one  of 
the  leading  mechanics  of  this  section  in  his  day,  be- 
ing a practical  workman  as  well  as  manufacturer. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  his  line  in  Wayne 
county,  but  with  that  spirit  of  energy  and  determina- 
tion  so  necessary  to  success  in  any  new  field  he 
carried  his  enterprises  through  safely  and  succeeded 
in  establishing  a business  which  has  proved  more 
and  more  profitable  as  the  years  go  by,  and  which 
under  .the  able  management  of  his  voungest  son  and 
successor  has  now  assumed  large  proportions. 

■While  at  New  Hope,  Penn.,  Mr.  Gill  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Hannah  Courtwright,  of  New  Jersey, 
who  shared  with  him  all  the  trials  and  successes 
in  their  long  married  life,  dying  one  year  after  he 
passed  away.  Nine  children  blessed  their  union, 
of  whom  we  have  the  following  record : ( 1 ) 

Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  became 
the  wife  of  George  Ingling,  of  Seelyville,  whence 
they  removed  to  Canada,  Mr.  Ingling  owning  a 
woolen  mill  there  which  he  operated  until  his  death. 
She  died  some  years  later,  leaving  four  children. 
1 2 ) Sarah  married  a Mr.  Churchill,  of  Seelvville, 
where  she  died,  leaving  one  son,  Eugene,  who  is 
now  a resident  of  Kansas ; she  was  burned  to  death, 
the  accident  being  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a 
lamp.  (3)  Fanny  was  born  in  Seelyville,  where 
she  was  reared  and  educated,  receiving  a good 
school  training.  She  was  a teacher  in  the  public 
schools  for  a number  of  years  previous  to  her 
marriage  with  George  Cutler,  of  Canada,  where  she 
subsequently  resided  until  her  death.  She  left  one 
son,  Harry,  a printer  by  trade,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Manitoba.  (4)  Alexander,  born  in  Seelyville,  is 
now  the  wife  Hugh  Mills,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  They 
have  no  children.  (5)  Alexander  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  and  grew  to  maturity  in  Seelyville,  where 
he  learned  the  molding  trade  under  his  father.  After 
his  marriage  he  resided  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn., 
where  he  died  some  years  ago.  Four  children  sur- 
vive him.  (6)  Morris  was  born  in  New  Jersey. 
When  a young  man  he  commenced  boating  on  the 
Erie  canal  in  New  York  State,  where  he  married 
and  still  resides,  his  home  being  in  Syracuse.  He 
has  one  son.  Morris,  who  works  with  his  father. 
(7)  John,  born  in  Wavne  county,  learned  the  mold- 
ing trade  under  his  father  in  "the  shoos  at  Seely- 
ville. He  married  a New  York  ladv,  and  they  had 
two  children,  Margaret  and  John,  the  latter  a resi- 
dent of  Scranton,  Penn.  (8)  George  was  born  in 
Seelvville  and  grew  to  manhood  there.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Union  army 
with  a New  Jersey  regiment,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
struggle  returned  to  his  home  in  Wayne  county, 
where  he  died  in  1882.  He  never  married.  (9)  B. 
F.  Gill,  the  youngest  of  this  interesting  family,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  The 
homestead  was  near  Seelyville,  on  the  same  ground 
as  the  plant  run  by  the  father. 

B.  F.  Gill  received  a eood  common-school  edu- 
cation at  Seelvville,  and  here  he  has  passed  his  entire 
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life,  commencing  work  in  his  father's  foundry  at 
an  early  age  and  acquiring  a thorough  practical 
knowledge  of  every  branch  of  the  business.  After 
his  father's  decease  he  bought  the  interest  of  the 
other  members  of  the  family  in  the  foundry  and 
shops,  which  he  has  since  operated  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  he  has  proved  a worthy  successor  to  his 
enterprising  father,  for  it  is  safe  to  say  there  is  not 
another  plant  of  the  kind  in  Wayne  county  which 
has  a more  progressive  or  up-to-date  man  at  its 
head.  In  1890  he  suffered  the  loss  of  his  entire 
establishment,  but  he  rebuilt  the  same  year  on  a 
larger  and  more  improved  scale,  equipping  his  new 
shops  with  what  is  known  as  the  Manilla  Trans- 
mission Power.  The  works  are  located  on  high 
ground,  the  elevation  from  the  river  being  sixty- 
five  feet,  and  the  power  is  transmitted  from  the  west 
branch  of  the  Lackawaxen  creek,  1,000  feet  of  Man- 
illa belting  being  required  to  run  the  machinery.  This 
is  one  of  the  finest  transmission  plants  in  the  State, 
and  the  only  one  in  Wayne  county,  and,  thus 
equipped  through  the  mechanical  skill  and  ingenuity 
of  the  proprietor,  is  run  with  less  expense  than  most 
works  of  the  same  size.  All  kinds  of  implements  are 
manufactured,  stoves,  plows,  cultivators,  corn  shell- 
ers,  cutting  boxes,  hay  racks,  mangers,  feed  rollers, 
water  motors,  gearing,  water  wheels,  mill  works, 
road  scrapers,  hog  troughs,  etc.,  and  in  addition 
they  do  a large  business  in  general  repairing  and  ma- 
chine jobbing  work.  Mr.  Gill  has,  by  satisfactory 
and  thorough  work,  acquired  a large  patronage,  and 
it  has  continued  to  grow  and  prosper,  taking  place 
among  the  thriving  and  important  manufactories  of 
Wayne  county  and  this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
Mr.  Gill  is  favorably  known  among  his  business  as- 
sociates as  a man  wortliv  their  confidence  and 
esteem,  and  one  who  can  be  relied  upon  for  strict 
integrity  in  all  his  dealings.  Broad  and  liberal  in 
all  his  views,  he  is  popular  also  among  his  fellow 
citizens  everywhere,  but  he  has  not  been  particularly 
active  in  public  life,  his  business  affairs  absorbing 
all  bis  time  and  attention.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
school  director  in  his  township. 

In  May,  1865,  Mr.  Gill  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Louisa  Mattese,  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county, 
who  was  born  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  and  came 
with  her  parents  to  this  country  when  young.  The 
family  first  located  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  county, 
later  removing  to  Hawley,  where  her  mother  still  re- 
sides. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gill  settled  at  Seelyville,  and 
there  she  passed  away  in  1881,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, viz. : ( 1 ) Edward  Gill  was  born  and  reared  in 
Seelyville,  learned  the  molding  business  in  bis  fa- 
ther's establishment,  and  at  present  resides  at  Han- 
cock, where  he  has  charge  of  molding  shops.  He 
married  a Miss  Bissel,  of  Seelyville  ; the}7  have  no 
children.  (2)  Fredward  C.  Gill  was  born  in  Seely- 
ville and  grew  to  manhood  there,  receiving  a good 
education  in  the  public  schools.  When  a young  man 
he  entered  his  father’s  machine  shops,  where  he 
learned  the  business  thoroughly,  supplementing  his 
experience  here  by  working  in  the  locomotive  shops 


at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  he  became  a finished  me- 
chanic. For  the  four  years  following  he  was  employed 
at  Stroudsburg,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  machin- 
ery department  of  the  J.  C.  Ryle  & Co.’s  silk  mills,  in 
1897  returning  to  Wayne  county  and  locating  in 
Honesdale,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  For 
a number  of  years  he  has  been  experimenting  con- 
stantly with  electrical  motor  devices  of  all  kinds,  and 
he  is  the  inventor  of  an  electric  motor  for  machinery, 
private  power  for  all  kinds  of  light  machinery — sew- 
ing machines,  etc. — and  other  useful  appliances.  He 
is  at  present  engaged  in  electrical  and  mechanical 
work,  and  is  experimenting  and  working  on  electri- 
cal motor  power.  Mr.  Gill  is  -a  talented  musician, 
one  of  the  leaders  in  musical  circles  in  Honesdale, 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  band,  concert  and  or- 
chestra work  in  that  place.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Red  Men,  uniting  with  Sagvmon  Tribe 
No.  325,  of  East  Stroudsburg.  In  1890  he  married 
Miss  Luetta  Silsbv,  of  Honesdale,  who  is  a daughter 
of  F.  and  Rebecca  Silsbv,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Niles.  (3)  John  H.  Gill  was  born  and  educated  in 
Seelyville,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  Having 
early  evinced  a talent  for  music,  he  was  given  every 
opportunity  for  instruction  In  that  art,  and  he  is  a 
fine  performer  and  composer.  For  the  past  three 
years  he  has  been  engaged  by  Walter  L.  Main  as 
director.  He  makes  his  home  at  Circleville,  Ohio, 
and  is  married  to  a Miss  Beltzer,  of  that  city ; they 
have  no  children.  (4)  David  W.  Gill,  the  youngest 
son,  is  unmarried  and  is  still  under  the  parental  roof. 
He,  too,  has  more  than  ordinary  musical  ability,  and 
has  received  a fine  musical  education,  for  several 
years  being  under  his  brother’s  instruction,  and  sub- 
sequently traveling  for  some  time  with  Walter  L. 
Main,  the  last  season  making  a tour  of  the  Pacific 
coast  and  Canada.  In  January,  1884,  the  father 
wedded  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Bun- 
nell, who  was  born  in  Cherry  Ridge,  this  countv.  and 
is  a daughter  of  Samuel  Bartram,  of  Cherry  Ridge. 
The  entire  family  are  connected,  religiously,  with 
the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Gill  is  a Democrat  in  po- 
litical preference. 

GEORGE  D.  BERGSTRESER,  a man  of  more 
than  ordinary  business  capacity,  owns  and  operates 
the  old  homestead  in  Lehman  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty, where  he  was  born  July  31,  1844.  He  is  now  in 
the  prime  of  life  and  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness, 
admired  and  esteemed  by  his  friends  and  neighbors, 
and  enjoying,  as  he  deserves,  a generous  portion  of 
this  world’s  goods. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  John  and  Mary  A. 
(Bensley)  Bergstreser,  were  natives  of  Bucks  and 
Pike  counties,  Penn.,  respectively.  In  1832  the  fa- 
ther came  to  Pike  county  with  his  parents,  John  and 
Barbara  Bergstreser,  also  natives  of  Bucks  county. 
The  grandfather  purchased  two  large  farms  in  Leh- 
man township,  and  there  spent  his  remaining  years, 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  children  were 
Nancy,  wife  of  G.  Bunnell;  Aaron,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Benslev  ; Jesse,  who  married  Levera  West ; 
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and  John,  father  of  our  subject.  The  last  named 
continued  to  make  his  home  in  Lehman  township 
until  1871,  when  he  removed  to  Milford,  and  in 
1883  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Dingmans  Ferry, 
where  he  died  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
He  followed  farming  until  1883,  when  he  laid  aside 
all  business  cares  and  lived  retired  untl  his  death. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens 
of  his  community,  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
served  as  collector  for  Lehman  township  for  a time. 
In  religious  belief  he  was  a Presbyterian,  as  was  also 
his  wife,  who  made  her  home  with  our  subject  from 
1897  until  she  too  was  called  away,  in  January,  1898, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  She  was  laid  to 
rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Delaware  ceme- 
terv.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  five  children, 
namely:  Milton,  now  a resident  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
George  D.,  our  subject;  Ella,  wife  of  Chandler 
Lewis,  who  is  conducting  a boarding-house  at 
Winnebago,  111.;  Susan,  wife  of  John  Prescot,  a 
plumber  of  Matamoras,  Penn. ; and  John  D.,  who 
married  Mrs.  Josephine  Dingman,  and  is  employed 
at  the  “Schanno  Hotel,”  at  Dingman,  Pike  county. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  George  D.  Bergstres- 
er  were  passed  upon  his  present  farm,  where  he  has 
spent  his  entire  life  with  the  exception  of  two 
vears  when  engaged  in  farming  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  whither  he  removed  in  1874.  He  was  married 
in  Lehman  township,  in  February,  1871,  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Van  Gorden,  a native  of  the  township,  and 
a daughter  of  Moses  W.  and  Julia  (Collins)  Van 
Gorden,  who  are  represented  elsewhere.  Twelve 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union:  Ella,  Frank, 
George,  Flora,  Bertha,  Van  Allen,  Kate,  Harry, 
Anna,  Lula,  Clyde  and  Henry.  Frank,  Flora,  Van 
Allen.  Harry  and  Lula  all  died  of  diphtheria.  The 
others  are  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Bergstreser  has  ever  taken  a deep  and 
commendable  interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  for 
fifteen  years  most  efficiently  served  as  school  director. 
He  was  also  fish  warden  for  one  year,  but  resigned 
at  the  end  of  that  time,  and  has  never  aspired  to  po- 
litical honors.  He  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  is  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  his  community. 

WILHELM  SCHMIDT.  Our  German-born 
citizens  are  among  the  strongest  upholders  of  true 
American  principles,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a prominent  resident  of  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna 
county,  showed  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
bv  enlisting  in  the  Union  army  only  nine  months 
after  his  arrival  in  this  country.  His  gallant  service 
entitled  him  to  recognition  as  a citizen,  and  he  has 
never  been  requested  to  take  out  naturalization 
papers,  although  he  is  an  active  and  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  party  in  his  locality. 

Mr.  Schmidt  was  born  March  20,  1834,  in  Som- 
merfelcl,  Prussia,  a son  of  Traugott  and  Louisa 
(Krumpelt)  Schmidt,  natives  and  life-long  residents 
of  that  place.  Our  subject  received  an  excellent 
education  in  his  native  land,  and  from  nine  to  four- 


teen years  of  age  he  attended  a military  academy 
there.  On  leaving  school  he  learned  the  baker’s 
trade,  and  in  1859  he  emigrated  to  Canada,  being  the 
only  member  of  his  family  to  leave  the  Fatherland. 
In  the  spring  of  i860  he  came  to  New  York,  and 
there  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  when,  in  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
8th  New  York  Volunteers,  for  two  years;  he  was  in 
the  first  and  second  battles  of  Bull  Run  (between 
these  two  battles  he  was  taken  sick,  and  confined  to 
hospital),  and  later  engaged  in  the  campaigns  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  and  along  the  Rappahannock 
and  Acqua  Creek.  He  then  returned  to  camp  and  was 
honorably  discharged  in  May,  1863.  On  his  return 
to  New  York  he  followed  his  trade  for  five  years, 
when  he  removed  to  Pittston,  Penn.,  and  engaged  in 
business  independently  as  a baker.  While  there  he 
met  and  married  Miss  Sophia  Kingsley,  who  was 
born  and  raised  in  Bavaria,  coming  to  this  country 
with  her  mother,  and  locating  (first)  at  Scranton, 
Penn.,  and  (later)  at  Pittston.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Schmidt  bought  a farm  at  Cascade,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  followed  farming  until  his  removal  to  Lanesboro, 
where  he  purchased  real  estate  and  built  a home 
and  bakery.  He  has  been  successful  in  business, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  the  town.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  Post  No. 
81,  G.  A.  R.,  and  at  one  time  he  was  a member  of 
the  Order  of  Red  Men.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church,  with  which  he  united 
in  boyhood,  and  their  children  have  been  reared  in 
that  faith.  Of  his  four  children:  (1)  Minnie  was 
born  in  New  York  State  January  7,  1875,  ant^  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  New  York  and  Lanesboro. 
. She  married  Jacob  Rendorff,  of  Lanesboro,  a stone 
cutter  by  trade.  (2)  Emma,  born  near  Scranton, 
October  13,  1876,  was  educated  in  Scranton  and 
Lanesboro,  and  married  Frank  Card,  a blacksmith 
at  Great  Bend  : they  have  one  daughter,  Baby  Card. 
(3)  Charles  N.,  horn  in  Cascade,  N.  Y.,  October  13, 
1879,  was  a student  of  the  Lanesboro  schools,  and 
now  follows  the  baker's  trade.  (4)  Herman,  born 
af  Cascade,  N.  Y.,  November  1,  1882,  attended 
school  at  Lanesboro. 

DAVID  D.  GAGER,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  farmers  of  Wayne  county,  residing 
in  Lebanon  township,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
here  March  2,  182.6,  a son  of  Horace  and  Millie 
( Holgate)  Gager,  the  former  also  a native  of  Wayne 
county,  the  latter  of  England.  The  naternal  grand- 
father, David  Gager,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
was  one  of  the  defenders  of  his  country  in  the  war  of 
1812. 

Our  subject’s  father  developed  a good  farm  on 
the  turnpike  in  Lebanon,  making  many  excellent 
improvements  unon  his  place,  including  the  erection 
of  a comfortable  residence  and  good  barns.  He 
was  quite  active  and  influential  in  public  affairs  in 
the  county,  was  widely  and  favorably  known,  was  a 
recognized  leader  in  the  local  Democratic  organi- 
zation, and  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  a member 
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of  the  school  board  and  as  supervisor  of  Lebanon 
township.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years, 
but  his  wife  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy — 
making  her  home  in  P'orest  City,  Penn.  In  the  family 
of  this  worthy  couple  were  thirteen  children,  as 
follows:  Herbert,  a resident  of  Rileyville,  Wayne 
county;  Benjamin,  of  Cold  Spring,  Lebanon  town- 
ship; Dorephas,  of  Forest  City;  David  D.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review;  Carrie,  wife  of  Isaac  Rutridge, 
of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county;  Lillian,  a 
teacher,  who  married  Clarence  Hopkins,  of  Riley- 
vile;  Frederick,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead; 
Bertha,  wife  of  J.  A.  Rutridge,  of  Damascus  town- 
ship; Lida,  wife  of  Warren  Douglass,  of  Lebanon 
township  ; May,  wife  of  Wesley  Rutridge,  of  Damas- 
cus township;  Vernie,  wife  of  William  Gummoe,  of 
Forest  City ; and  one  daughter  and  one  son  who  are 
deceased.  Reared  on  the  home  farm,  David  D. 
Gager  early  became  familiar  with  every  department 
of  farm  work.  Pie  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools 
of  the  neighborhood  for  his  educational  privileges, 
Since  a lad  of  fifteen  years  he  has  engaged  in  lum- 
bering in  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
on  leaving  home  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  he  lo- 
cated on  a tract  of  wild  timber  land,  being  the  first 
settler  in  that  section  of  Lebanon  township.  In  or- 
der to  dig  a cellar  for  his  house  he  was  first  obliged 
to  remove  the  Beech  stumps  from  the  site ; but  now 
on  all  sides  are  seen  waving  fields  of  grain  which 
bear  evidence  of  the  industry,  enterprise  and  perse- 
verance of  the  owner.  The  farm  comprises  135 
acres,  and  besides  the  good  barns  and  other  buildings 
upon  the  place  there  is  a comfortab’e  residence,  erect- 
ed on  a natural  building  site  with  picturesque  sur- 
rounding's. 

Mr.  Gager  was  married,  October  2,  1879,  to 
Miss  Mary  Atkins,  of  Lebanon  township,  a woman 
of  refinement  and  education,  and  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Cornelia  Atkins,  of  Rileyville,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. Five  children  grace  this  union,  namely:  Loren 
B-.  Russel  H.,  Ivy  L.,  Judson  L.  and  William  A. 
The  parents  are  worthy  members  of  the  Presby- 
ter’an  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Gager  is  now  serving 
as  elder,  and  as  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school.  He  is  firm  in  his  convictions  of  right  and 
wrong,  and  being  a strong  Temperance  man,  he 
gives  his  unwavering  support  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Prohibition  party.  His  word  is  con- 
sidered as  good  as  his  bond,  and  at  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances  he  has  been  found  true  and 
faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  his 
straightforward,  honorable  course  has  commanded 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  entire  community. 

\\  ORDEN  C.  ROCKWELL.  The  same  spirit 
which  in  his  father  and  grandfather  helped  to  clear 
up  from  the  wilderness  homes  in  Susquehanna 
county  has  been  of  invaluable  service  to  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  has  been  a man  of  unusual  ac- 
tivity, and  is  now  one  of  the  best-known  and  most 
successful  residents  of  Lathrop  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Prior  to  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he 


went  to  sea,  and  was  also  engaged  in  lumbering. 
During  the  great  struggle  for  National  existence 
he  gave  four  years  of  his  life  to  the  cause,  and  par- 
ticipated in  some  of  the  hard-fought  battles  of  that 
memorable  conflict.  He  has  since  settled  down  in 
Lathrop  township,  and  become  one  of  its  most  en- 
terprising and  successful  farmers. 

Mr.  Rockwell  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  August  21,  1833,  a son  of 
Hiram  and  Rebecca  Rockwell,  and  a grandson  of 
William  Rockwell,  a native  of  Connecticut,  who  in 
advanced  life  migrated  with  his  sons  to  Susque- 
hanna county  and  settled  in  Lathrop  township, 
there  passing  the  remainder  of  his  life ; he  sur- 
vived to  the  good  old  age  of  eightv-two  years  and 
five  months.  Hiram  Rockwell,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Connecticut  in  July,  1804,  and 
when  a boy  came  with  his  father  to  Franklin  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  He  there  grew  to  man- 
hood and  married  Rebecca  Merritt,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut  in  1808,  daughter  of  William  and 

(Northrup)  Merritt,  and  died  January  9,  1878, 

aged  sixty-nine  years.  To  Hiram  and  Rebecca 
Rockwell  were  born  the  following  children : Re- 
becca Jane,  who  married  Jedediah  Stafford,  of  La- 
throp township,  and  is  now  deceased ; Harriet,  who 
married  A.  Blowers,  of  New  York  City,  and  is  now 
deceased;  Hiram,  a resident  of  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county;  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years;  Worden  C.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ; Mary,  wife  of  Chester  Wright,  of  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn.;  Lydia,  wife  of  A.  Wessels;  Almira, 
widow  of  Abijah  Wilmarth,  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county;  Joseph,  who  enlisted  in  the 
6th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was  killed  at 
Spottsylvania  Court  House  May  9,  1864;  Carrena, 
wife  of  Peter  Eckerson,  of  Merrill,  Iowa.  In  1838 
the  father  bought  106  acres  of  unimproved  land  in 
Lathrop  township,  and  devoted  the  balance  of  his 
life  to  making  it  a well-improved  home.  He  cleared 
about  forty  acres  of  the  land,  and  throughout  his 
life  was  an  industrious  and  highly  esteemed  pioneer 
of  the  township.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Re- 
publican. He  died  May  1,  1888,  aged  eighty-three 
years,  nine  months  and  twenty-one  days. 

Worden  C.  Rockwell,  our  subject,  was  five 
years  of  age  when  he  was  brought  to  the  wilderness 
home  in  Lathrop  township  by  his  parents.  He  re- 
ceived only  a common-school  education,  and  when 
seventeen  years  of  age  began  to  work  out  among 
the  neighboring  farmers.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five, 
in  1858,  he  was  married  in  Lathrop  township  to 
Miss  Betsey  Williams,  who  was  born  January  ir, 
1835,  daughter  of  James  F.  M.  and  Lodema 
Williams,  and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  M.  Will- 
iams, of  Brooklyn,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.  F.  M. 
Williams  was  born  in  1800,  and  died  in  1880.  In 
1826  he  married  Lodema  Downing,  also  a native 
of  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  born  in  1799,  and  died  in  1875 ; 
she  was  a daughter  of  James  Downing.  They  lived 
at  Lawrence,  N.  Y.,  and  other  places  for  a few  years, 
and  in  1834  came  to  Brooklyn  township,  Susque- 
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hanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  remained  through  life. 
Their  children  were  Seymour  (1828-1881), for  many 
years  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Chicago; 
Phcebe,  who  married  Lyman  Saunders,  a farmer  of 
Lathrop  township;  Betsey,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Dyer,  a farmer  of  Lathrop. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  the 
following  named  children:  Charles  R.,  a farmer  of 
Lathrop  township,  married  Susie  Parmatier,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Claude,  Maude  and 
Blanche ; Leo  V.  died  in  infancy,  while  his  father 
was  in  the  army;  Fanny  R.  died  January  27,  1899; 
Joseph  S.,  of  Lathrop  township,  married  Mary 
Wade,  and  lives  on  part  of  the  old  home ; Benjamin, 
of  Nicholson,  married  Eva  Penny,  and  has  one  child, 
Melvin  : Jay  is  at  home ; Alvia  E.  is  attending  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Ada,  Ohio;  Mark,  formerly 
a student  at  the  State  Normal  School,  Ada,  Ohio,  is 
now  studying  law. 

For  three  years  in  his  early  life  Air.  Rockwell 
served  on  a merchant  ship,  visiting  the  West  Indies 
and  coast  cities.  He  was  engaged  in  lumbering 
at  intervals  during  the  twelve  years  he  spent  at 
Wavmart,  Wayne  county.  On  September  6,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  50th  P.  V.  V.,  Captain 
Dimock,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war.  The 
command  was  in  about  thirty-six  regular  engage- 
ments, besides  skirmishes,  etc.,  and  Mr.  Rockwell 
was  on  duty  all  the  time  with  the  exception  of  the 
two  months  he  spent  in  hospital  after  he  was  wound- 
ed at  Hatcher’s  Run.  During  his  service  he  marched 
over  sixteen  thousand  miles,  and  was  present  at 
Port  Royal,  November  7,  1861  ; Beaufort,  S.  C., 
December  6,  1861  ; Second  Bull  Run,  August  27, 
1862;  Chantilly,  September  1,  1862;  South  Mount- 
ain, September  14,  1862;  Antietam,  September  17, 
1862:  Fredericksburg,  December  11-12,  1862;  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  July  4,  1863;  Jackson,  Miss,  July 
io-ii.  1863;  the  Wilderness,  May  6,  1864;  Spott- 
sylvania;  Hatcher’s  Run;  the  engagements  around 
Petersburg;  and  many  others.  On  April  3,  1865,  he 
captured  sixty-five  Rebels  in  the  round-house  and 
handed  them  over  to  Sergeant  Brundage.  He  took 
part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  and  was 
mustered  out  August  5,  1865. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Rockwell  returned  to  his 
farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Lathrop  and  resumed  his 
agricultural  life.  He  has  since  added  largely  to  his 
possessions,  and  now  owns  a fine  home  place  of 
320  acres,  about  200  of  which  are  under  cultivation, 
and  our  subject  has  himself  cleared  much  of  the 
land,  which  is  adorned  with  fine  buildings  and  im- 
proved in  many  ways.  He  also  owns  land  in  other 
parts  of  the  county,  and  ranks  among  the  most  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  locality.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming  he  has  engaged  largely  in  dairying 
and  stock  raising.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican. Socially  he  is  a member  of  Billings  Post 
No.  392,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Nicholson,  and  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  Grand  Army  matters,  attending  all  the 
encampments;  in  1897,  at  Buffalo,  he  was  on  the 
commander’s  staff.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Patrons  ' 


of  Husbandry,  holding  membership  in  Union 
Grange,  of  which  he  is  the  present  treasurer. 

Mr.  Rockwell  was  shipwrecked  on  four  dif- 
ferent occasions,  among  which  we  have  mention  of 
the  following:  Wreck  of  the  “Joseph  P.  Case,”  of 
New  York;  wreck  of  the  “William  S.  Brown” 
packet,  of  New  York,  which  was  dashed  to  pieces, 
and  our  subject  had  to  remain  on  Long  Island,  West 
Indies,  twenty-one  days ; wreck  of  the  English 
schooner  "Rover,”  after  which,  after  many  other 
adventures,  Mr.  Rockwell  reached  South  Carolina; 
threatened  foundering  near  Cape  Hatteras  of  the 
“Winfield  Scott"  with  1,500  souls  on  board  (she 
sprung  a leak,  and  everything  that  was  loose  about 
the  vessel  was  thrown  overboard  in  order  to  save 
her) . 

RALPH  G.  ABBEY,  a representative  and 
prominent  farmer  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, has  spent  his  entire  life  there,  his  birth  occurring 
January  11,  1837,  on  the  old  Abbey  homestead. 

Mr.  Abbey’s  parents,  Anson  and  Clarissa  (Tay- 
lor) Abbey,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Con- 
necticut, the  father  being  a native  of  Portland,  the 
mother  of  South  Glastonbury,  just  across  the  line. 
They  continued  to  reside  in  their  native  State  until 
1833,  which  year  witnessed  their  arrival  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Here  the 'father,  who 
was  a farmer,  purchased  a tract  of  eighty  acres,  to 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  de- 
voted his  energies  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  there  in  December,  1865,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years.  While  in  Connecticut  he  was 
drum  major  of  a private  company.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  in  1802,  passed  away  in  December, 
1894,  and  was  laid  to  rest  by  his  side  in  the 
Salem  township  cemeterv ; she  held  membership  in 
the  Episcopal  Church.  Their  children  were  Henry, 
who  is  mentioned  more  fully  in  the  sketch  of  his  son 
Frederick  A.  Abbev,  elsewhere ; Harriet,  who  mar- 
ried Edwin  Bell,  and  both  are  now  deceased  ; Hancv, 
who  married  James  R.  Dayton,  and  both  are  de- 
ceased; Julia,  deceased  wife  of  Andrew  Snangen- 
berg,  a retired  shoemaker  and  farmer  of  Hollister- 
ville,  Wayne  county ; David,  now  deceased,  who 
married  Lucina  Andrews,  now  a resident  of  Salem 
township;  Russel  P.,  a merchant  of  Grand  Junction, 
Colo.,  who  first  married  Jennie  Shepoard,  and  after 
her  death  Elizabeth  Burns:  Ralph  G.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  : Victoria  V.,  deceased  ; Anna  M.,  who 
first  married  Wiliam  James,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
a Mr.  Allen,  of  La  Crosse.  Wis. ; and  Lucy,  who 
first  married  Georoe  W.  WaUcer.  and  after  his 
death  wedded  Jerome  T.  Stocker,  a farmer  and  mer- 
chant of  Salem  township. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
Asaph  and  Ruth  ( Hollister)  Abbey,  were  natives  of 
Connecticut, where  he  died,  but  her  death  occurred  in 
Ohio.  Thev  had  thirteen  children,  of  whom  Anson 
was  the  eldest.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Asaph  Abbey  lived 
and  kept  hotel  in  Portland,  where  he  was  a prom- 
inent citizen, and  he  was  a deacon  in  thePresbvterian 
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Church.  He  was  the  thirteenth  in  a family  of  twen- 
ty-five children, his  parents  having  both  been  married 
twice.  Our  subject’s  maternal  grandparents  were 
David  and  Rachel  (Andrews)  Taylor.  The  families 
were  near  neighbors. 

Ralph  G.  Abbey  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  on 
the  home  farm,  and  after  reaching  man's  estate  con- 
tinued to  reside  there,  caring  for  his  mother  until 
her  death.  In  addition  to  proving  for  her,  he  paid 
her  each  year  $125.  He  operated  the  old  home  farm 
until  June,  1891,  when  he  removed  to  the  Osgood 
homestead,  in  the  same  township,  comprising  130 
acres  of  rich  and  productive  land.  He  is  a pro- 
gressive and  energetic  farmer,  who  thoroughly  un- 
derstands his  chosen  calling,  and  has  met  with  well- 
merited  success  financially. 

At  Madisonville,  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna) 
Co.,  Penn.,  November  30,  1862,  Mr.  Abbey  was  mar- 
ried, by  Rev.  Milton  Clark,  a Christian  minister, 
to  Miss  Ruev  A.  Wilcox.  The  children  born  of 
this  union-are  as  follows:  (1)  Maud  is  the  wife  of 
S.  R.  Raymond,  a farmer  of  Salem  township,  and 
has  three  children,  Carl,  Albert  and  Helen.  (2) 
Merritt  O.,  a cabinet  maker  of  Carbondale,  Penn., 
married  Alberta  Miller,  and  has  two  children.  Iris 
and  Vera  A.  (3)  Mabel  is  at  home.  (4)  Meigs  M., 
a farmer  of  Salem  township,  married  Bessie  Har- 
wood, and  has  one  child,  Otis  H.  (5)  Manton  R., 
(6)  Morgan  H.  and  (7)  Monica  are  all  with  their 
parents. 

Mrs.  Abbey  was  born  in  Salem  township,  Feb- 
ruary 7.  1842.  a daughter  of  John  H.  and  Ruth  ( Os- 
good) Wilcox,  also  natives  of  Wayne  county.  Her 
father  was  born  February  1 x , 1816,  and  was  a son 
of  Hazard  and  Ann  ( Hocksey)  Wilcox,  natives 
of  Rhode  Island  who  settled  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  at  an  early  dav.  The  grandfather  was  a 
farmer  bv  occupation.  He  married  for  his  second 
wife  a Miss  Lowery.  By  trade  John  FI.  Wilcox  was 
a carpenter,  but  his  last  days  were  spent  in  retire- 
ment at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Elmhurst,  Penn., 
where  he  died  August  27,  1897.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  February  1,  1819,  now  finds  a pleasant  home 
with  our  subject.  She  is  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  to  which  her  husband 
also  belonged.  Mrs.  Abbey  is  the  eldest  of  their 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows : Teremiah  H., 
a resident  of  Elmhurst,  Penn.,  first  married  Dinah 
Swingle,  and  after  her  death  wedded  Hannah  Mc- 
Gargle ; Delzene  A.  and  Alden  are  both  deceased : 
Angelo  E.,  deceased,  married  Harriet  Nash,  who 
now  lives  in  Elmhurst. 

Mrs.  Abbey’s  great-great-grandfather,  Josiah 
Osgood,  of  Connecticut,  was  killed  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  her  great-grandfather,  Jeremiah 
Osgood,  Sr.,  resolved  to  avenge  his  father’s  death, 
enlisted  in  the  Continental  army  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years.  For  three  months  he  was  held  a prisoner 
by  the  British,  and  before  his  death  he  drew  a $3,000 
pension  in  recognition  of  his  service.  He  also  se- 
cured the  present  homestead  of  our  subject,  ob- 
taining about  400  acres  of  land  in  Wayne  county  on 


a Revolutionary  claim.  He  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut, September  1,  1761,  and  in  1801  came  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  settling  upon  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Mr.  Abbey,  where  he  died  October  26,  1857;  his 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ruth  Hewitt, 
also  died  at  that  place.  She  was  twice  married,  her 
first  husband  being  William  Swan,  by  whom  she 
had  one  child.  By  her  union  with  Mr.  Osgood  she 
had  four  children,  of  whom  Jeremiah,  Jr.,  the  eldest 
son,  was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Abbey.  He  was 
born  March  6,  1796,  and  on  May  23,  1819,  married 
Diantha  Lutz,  by  whom  he  had  three  children  ; Ruth, 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Abbey,  was  the  eldest.  Jeremiah 
Osgood,  Jr.,  died  September  12,  1870,  his  wife  Sep- 
tember 5,  I876,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Abbey  was  drafted, 
but  afterward  released.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  is  a pronounced  Republican,  and  for  seven  years 
he  most  acceptably  served  as  supervisor  of  Salem 
township,  at  the  end  of  that  time  declining  to  be- 
come a candidate  for  re-election.  He  is  a man  of 
broad  and  liberal  views,  and  very  progressive  and 
public-spirited,  giving  his  support  to  all  worthv  en- 
terprises for  the  public  good.  He  is  accordingly 
numbered  among  the  valued  and  useful  citizens  of 
the  county. 

W.  A.  ROCKWELL,  one  of  the  leading  lum- 
bermen and  farmers  of  Scott  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  in  1852,  in  Great  Bend  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  William  and  Lois 
A.  (Myr’ick)  Rockwell,  representatives  of  honored 
pioneer  families  of  this  section  from  New  York 
State. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  born  in  1818,  near 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  at  Great  Bend  he  followed  shoe- 
making- and  butchering  for  a number  of  years. 
While  engaged  in  the  latter  occupation  he  became 
widely  and  favorably  known  all  over  the  county  as 
a stock  buyer  and  dealer.  In  1865  he  removed  to 
Red  Rock,  where  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  shoe- 
making for  four  years,  and  then  came  to  Scott  town- 
ship, W ayne  county,  where  he  purchased  a partially- 
improved  farm  of  seventv-two  acres  near  the  village 
of  Sherman;  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy 
his  new  home,  as  he  died  on  the  29th  of  October, 
of  that  year.  Flis  widow  afterward  married  Hiram 
Englert,  of  Wayne  county,  but  still  continued  to  re- 
side on  the  old  homestead  with  our  subject  until  the 
latter’s  marriage.  She  is  now  a resident  of  Sher- 
man. Our  subject  is  one  of  a family  of  three  children. 
Mary,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Chenango  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  married  Edgar  Hitchcock,  of  that  State; 
they  lived  on  her  father’s  farm  until  her  death. 
Elizabeth,  born  at  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  Co,, 
Penn.,  married  Chauncv  Baker,  of  tnat  county,  and 
afterward  lived  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  where  she 
died,  leaving  one  daughter,  Minnie,  now  the  wife  of 
William  Kirchhoff,  of  Sherman,  Pennsvlvania. 

In  the  graded  schools  of  Susquehanna  county, 
Y\  . A.  Rockwell  acquired  a good  practical  education, 
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and  upon  the  home  farm  he  became  thoroughly  fa- 
miliar with  agricultural  pursuits.  After  his  father's 
death  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  old  home- 
stead, and  has  made  many  valuable  improvements 
upon  the  place,  including  the  erection  of  a com- 
fortable two-story  residence  and  two  barns.  He  has 
also  added  twenty-five  acres  to  the  original  tract,  and 
owns  an  adjoining  farm  on  the  west,  which  he  rents. 
In  connection  with  general  farming  he  has  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  dairy  business  and  lumbering, 
and  his  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  prosperity. 

In  1877  Mr.  Rockwell  was  married  to  Miss 
Harriet  C.  Bergmilller,  of  Sherman,  who  was  born 
in  1856  in  Harmony  (now  Brandt),  Susquehanna 
county,  daughter  of  William  Henry  and  Doretta 
(Wefferling)  Bergm idler.  They  were  natives  of 
Germany,  came  to  America  in  1840,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  1843.  Their  first  home  in  the  United  States 
was  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  near  Catskill,  where 
they  resided  until  1852,  the  year  of  their  removal  to 
Harmony,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  they  sub- 
sequently settled  in  Sherman,  Wayne  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bergmuller  had  three  children,  Henry 
William,  Louis  Carl,  and  Harriet  C.,  the  sons  born 
at  their  old  home  in  Greene  county.  The  parents 
both  died  in  1880,  the  father  May  2,  the  mother 
August  8.  He  was  at  one  time  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Sherman,  where  he  owned  and  op- 
erated a tannery. 

Having  no  children  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rockwell  adopted  a boy,  William  Bergmi  Her,  whom 
they  have  reared  to  manhood.  Thev  are  prominent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Sherman, 
to  which  his  mother  also  belongs,  while  socially  Mr. 
Rockwell  is  a member  and  Past  Sacbem  of  Tribe 
No.  136,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  of  that  place.  Politically  he 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party  and  has  for 
twelve  years  most  acceptably  served  as  supervisor  of 
his  township,  being  re-elected  every  three  years.  He 
is  a man  of  recognized  ability,  and,  with  his  amiable 
wife,  stands  high  in  the  community  where  they  have 
so  long  made  their  home.  Those  who  know  them 
best  are  numbered  among  their  warmest  friends. 

CHARLES  WOLBERT.  Among  the  enter- 
prising and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Monroe 
county,  who  have  attained  success  through  their  own 
well-directed  efforts,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  energetic  farmers 
and  stock  raisers  in  Jackson  township,  and  is  a com- 
plete master  of  the  calling  which  he  is  following. 
His  sterling  integrity  and  honorable,  upright  man- 
hood, fully  entitle  him  to  the  postion  which  he  holds 
in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  the  community. 

John  Wolbert,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  reared  near  Philadelphia,  and  when  a 
young  man  came  with  his  parents  to  Monroe  coun- 
ty, locating  in  Hamilton  township,  where  his  fa- 
ther purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  In 
that  township  John  Wolbert  married  Polly  Meizner, 
a native  of  the  township,  and  soon  after  his  marriage 
came  to  Jackson  township,  where  he  took  up  a tract 


of  500  acres  of  wild  land  which  he  commenced  to 
prepare  for  farming  purposes.  He  was  a Democrat 
in  politics,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  She  died  in  1842,  aged 
sixty  years,  and  he  departed  this  life  in  1863,  at  the 
extreme  old  age  of  ninety-three.  To  them  were 
born  eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Of  these,  Joseph  Wolbert,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  youngest.  He  was  born  in  Jackson  township, 
h ecember  30,  1818,  and  on  reaching  manhood  en- 
gaged in  farming  there  for  many  years.  In  the 
same  township  he  married  Elizabeth  Setzer,  who  was 
born  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  October 
16,  1820,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Kerr) 
Setzer,  also  natives  of  Hamilton  township,  where 
they  spent  their  entire  lives  as  farming  people.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolbert  were  born  two  children  : Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Miller,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere; 
and  Charles,  our  subject.  The  parents  now  make 
their  home  with  their  son. 

Charles  Wolbert  was  born  in  Jackson  township, 
September  9,  1841,  and  during  bis  youth  received  a 
common-school  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  began  operating  the  old  home  farm  on  his 
own  account,  and  some  years  later  purchased  the 
place.  It  comprises  176  acres,  and  elsewhere  he 
owns  twenty  acres,  making  a valuable  estate,  of 
which  sixty  acres  have  been  cleared  and  placed  under 
excellent  cultivation.  In  addition  to  general  farm- 
ing he  is  considerably  interested  in  stock  raising. 
Politically  he  is  a stalwart  Democrat,  and  has  served 
on  the  election  board. 

In  Jackson  township,  Mr.  Wolbert  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Amelia  A.  Boyer,  who  was 
born  December  25,  1843,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Sally  (Kerr)  Boyer,  natives  of  Jackson  township. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Joseph  E.,  born  June  28,  1864, 
died  October  20,  1864;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  Janu- 
ary 13,  1866,  is  now  the  wife  of  Peter  Gorman,  of 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county  ; Eugene,  born  No- 
vember 6,  1868,  is  foreman  for  a bridge  budding 
company  at  Seattle,  Wash.;  John,  born  August  17, 
1870,  is  a resident  of  Jackson  township;  Charles  B., 
born  February  12,  1871,  was  married,  but  his  wife 
died  leaving  two  children,  Jennie  May  and  Eugene 
II.,  who  live  with  our  subject;  Simon,  born  October 
29,  1872,  is  a resident  of  Jackson  township;  Daniel, 
born  March  9,  1874,  is  at  home;  Jacob,  born  De- 
cember 7,  1875,  is  now  in  Seattle,  Wash. ; and 
William  H.,  born  April  25,  1877,  Emeline,  born 
March  20,  1879,  an(l  Milton,  born  October  2,  1882, 
are  all  at  home. 

JOHN  D.  IRWIN,  a well-known  lumberman, 
farmer  and  contractor  in  stone  masonry,  residing  in 
Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a man_of  more 
than  ordinarv  business  ability,  enterprise  and  sagac- 
itv.  Although  he  is  comparatively  young,  his  popu- 
laritv  is  established  on  a firm  basis — that  of  his  own 
well-tested  merit. 

Born  in  Western  Ontario,  Canada,  in  July,  i860. 
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Mr.  Irwin  is  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (McEwen) 
Irwin.  His  father  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  in 
1819,  and  in  1831  emigrated  to  Canada  with  his  par- 
ents, John  and  Debora  Irwin,  the  family  locating  in 
Western  Ontario,  where  John  Irwin,  Sr.,  purchased 
a large  tract  of  land  which  he  and  his  sons  converted 
into  a good  farm.  Upon  that  place  he  and  his  wife 
both  died.  By  occupation  he  was  a tailor.  In  their 
family  were  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  the 
former  being  Frank,  James,  William,  Thomas, 
Henry  and  John,  all  of  whom  remained  in  Canada 
with  the  exception  of  the  father  of  our  subject. 

John  Irwin,  Jr.,  grew  to  manhood  in  Canada, 
and  received  a fair  common-school  education.  In 
1857  he  wedded  Mary  McEwen,  and  in  1865,  after 
residing  for  a few  years  in  that  country,  they 
came  to  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  For  ten  years 
thereafter  Mr.  Irwin  was  employed  as  foreman  by 
Richard  Henwood,  and  then  removed  to  the  Wise 
farm  in  Lebanon  township,  where  the  following  nine 
years  were  passed.  He  then  purchased  an  improved 
farm  in  Oregon  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
and  his  wife  still  continue  to  reside.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children.  (1)  Frank,  the  eldest,  died  in 
Canada,  during  childhood.  (2)  Tohn  D.  is  next  in 
order  of  birth.  (3)  Margaret,  born  in  Canada,  in 
1862,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Honesdale,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  A.  T.  Searle,  a prominent  at- 
torney of  that  place,  by  whom  she  has  had  three  sons, 
Jewett  (who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years), 
Charles  P.  and  Thurston.  (4)  Elizabeth,  born  in 
Canada,  died  in  Honesdale  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years.  She  had  received  a fine  classical  education, 
and  was  a young  lady  of  great  promise.  (5) 
Charles  H.,  born  in  Honesdale,  in  1866,  married 
Carrie  Williams,  daughter  of  William  H.  Williams,  . 
a pioneer  settler  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  now  re- 
side in  Honesdale,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business. 
(6)  James  IT,  born  in  Honesdale,  in  1868,  grew  to 
manhood  upon  the  home  farm,  receiving  a fair  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools.  He  married  Myra 
Kimble,  of  Oregon  township,  who  belongs  to  an 
old  and  prominent  family,  her  father  being  one  of 
the  largest  lumbermen  in  Wayne  county.  They 
now  reside  on  the  A.  T.  Searle  farm  in  Lebanon 
township,  with  their  family  of  two  children,  Bea- 
trice and  Hazel.  (7)  Bismarck,  born  in  Honesdale, 
in  1870,  is  still  with  his  parents  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Oregon  township. 

John  D.  Irwin  obtained  a good  common-school 
education,  which  has  well  fitted  him  for  the  respon- 
sible duties  of  business  life.  He  was  about  five  years 
of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Wayne 
county,  and  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Le- 
banon township  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming 
and  lumbering,  which  occupations  still  claim  a por- 
tion of  his  time.  He  was  married,  in  December,  188:;, 
to  Miss  Rosie  Hiller,  of  Oregon  township,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Catharine  Hiller,  natives  of  Germany, 
who  became  residents  of  Wayne  county  in  1857. 
Five  children  bless  this  union,  their  names  and  dates 
of  birth  being  as  follows:  Blanch,  July,  1886;  I 


Charles,  October.  1888;  Alonzo  W.,  December,  1891  ; 
Catharine,  October,  1893  ; and  Mary,  January  9,1895. 

For  three  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Irwin 
resided  on  the  Jenkins  & Wreiss  farm,  in  Lebanon 
township,  in  1884,  purchasing  ninety  acres  of  land  of 
that  firm,  to  which  he  has  added  a sixty-acre  tract  ad- 
joining, bought  of  Mr.  Greidlein.  Clearing  the  land 
of  its  timber,  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
and  lumbering,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  the  locality.  The  large  residence  he  erected  was 
unfortunately  destroyed  by  fire  in  1892,  but  on  the 
same  foundation  he  has.  since  built  a commodious 
and  beautiful  home,  with  all  modern  conveniences. 
He  has  also  erected  a large  barn,  and  made  many 
other. improvements  which  add  to  the  attractive  ap- 
pearance of  the  place.  Having  learned  the  mason’s 
trade  during  his  youth,  he  has,  in  connection  with 
his  other  business,  carried  on  operations  as  a con- 
tractor and  builder,  constructing  the  stone  arches  for 
a number  of  bridges  in  Wayne  county  and  also  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  As  a business  man,  he  is 
prompt,  energetic  and  reliable,  always  fulfilling  his 
part  of  every  contract.  In  his  efforts  to  secure  a 
home  and  competence  he  has  met  with  success,  and 
is  to-day  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  prosperous  citi- 
zens of  the  community.  He  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  has  held  the  office  of  school 
director  for  one  term.  Religiously  his  parents  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  while  his  wife 
holds  connection  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

SETH  R.  WRIGHT,  a well-known  farmer 
and  manufacturer  residing  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  is  a descendant  of  an 
old  New  England  family. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  Colonies  the  \\  rights 
settled  in  Connecticut.  Seth  Yv  right,  the  first  of 
whom  we  have  any  definite  knowledge,  lived  in 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  born,  and  he  died  there 
in  1775.  His  wife,  Lydia,  died  July,  1816.  Their 
son,  Seth  (2),  was  born  in  1755-  and  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1822.  He  married  Miriam  Wright,  who  died 

in  1803,  and  he  subsequently  wedded  Polly • 

In  1800  l*e  left  his  native  State  and  sought  a new 
home  in  New  York,  where  he  died,  leaving  a large 
family.  There  were  eleven  children  by  the  first 
marriage  and  three  by  the  second.  (1)  Erastus 
was  born  in  1778.  (2)  Sally,  born  in  1779,  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Williams,  and  died  in  1828.  (3)  Lu- 

cina,  born  in  June,  1782,  and  died  in  1842,  became 
the  wife  of  Joshua  Skiff,  and  settled  in  Alleghany 
county,  N.  Y.  (4)  Marilla,  born  in  1784,  died  in 
1785.  (5)  Chester,  born  in  1786,  died  in  t 86 r . 

(6)  Marilla  (2),  born  in  J788.  married  Marcus 
Willard,  of  New  York,  and  died  in  1861.  (7) 

Chauncey,  father  of  our  subject,  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (8)  Moses,  born  in  1793,  settled  in  Ashta- 
bula county,  Ohio,  and  there  died  in  1876.  (9) 

Milton,  born  in  1795,  died  in  May,  1804.  (10) 

Henry  C.,  born  in  1797.  became  a Presbyterian  min- 
ister, and  was  located  for  a number  of  years  in 
Philadelphia.  He  died  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  in 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


909 


1870.  (11)  Miles,  born  in  1800  in  Otsego  county, 

N.  Y.,  settled  in  Allegany  county,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
in  1866.  (12)  Miriam,  born  in  1806,  became  the 

wife  of  a Mr.  Gardner,  and  died  in  1869.  (13) 

Lydia,  born  in  1809,  became  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Button,  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  where  she  still 
lives.  (14)  Polly,  born  in  1811,  became  Mrs.  Na- 
thaniel Wells,  and  went  to  Allegany  county,  N.  Y., 
where  she  died  in  1861. 

Chauncey  Wright  was  born  in  Litchfield  county, 
Conn.,  in  1791,  and  when  quite  young  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools.  He  became  a cloth 
dresser  by  trade,  although  he  had  learned  carpentry. 
On  coming  to  Pennsylvania  in  1815,  he  purchased 
land  in  Choconut  Valley,  and  there  erected  a home 
in  which  he  continued  to  live  until  1842,  when  he 
purchased  land  of  Brown  & Knapp,  in  Forest  Lake, 
and  in  1846  erected  a grist  mill  which  he  ran  until 
1868,  when  he  turned  the  mill  work  over  to  his  sons, 
Chester  and  Seth  R.  He  continued  to  look  after  his 
farm  until  1871,  when  he  gave  up  his  farm  to  hi r 
children,  Chester,  Seth  R.,  Matilda  and  Sarah  M.. 
and  he  with  his  wife  continued  to  live  on  the  home- 
stead with  his  daughters,  Matilda  and  Sarah  M., 
until  his  death.  He  died  in  1883  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
two  years.  In  June,  1816,  Mr.  Wright  wedded 
Jerusha  Rockwell,  native  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y., 
born  in  1798,  daughter  of  Timothy  Rockwell,  of 
New  England.  To  their  union  came  children  as  f 
lows : ( 1 ) Chester,  born  in  Choconut  township  ir 
1818,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  taught 
one  term  of  school  at  Little  Meadows.  He  engaged 
in  business  with  his  father  as  cloth  dresser.  In  1843 
he  wedded  Julia  A.  Nickerson,  of  Forest  Lake. 
Penn.,  and  they  settled  near  the  old  homestead.  In 
1868  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  South- 
well  and  his  brother  Seth  R.,  and  they  erected  a plant 
for  the  manufacture  of  cloth  which  they  conducted 
until  the  mill  burned.  Chester  Wright  passed  aw? 
in  1896.  His  son  Charles  Fred  is  now  cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Susquehanna,  and  member 
of  Congress  from  his  district.  (2)  Lydia,  born  i 
1820,  married  Philip  Peckens,  of  Susquehanna 
county.  He  became  a soldier  in  the  Union  army 
and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  leaving 
a widow  with  three  children,  Chauncey  W.,  now  a 
railroad  engineer  located  at  Rochester,  N.  Y. : Cyn- 
thia M.,  wife  of  Edgar  Sprout,  of  Muncy,  Penn. ; 
and  Frederick  G.,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (3)  Lucina. 
born  in  1823.  married  Thomas  D.  Wright,  of  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died  in  1850  leaving  one 
daughter,  the  deceased  wife  of  Charles  A.  Brown 

(4)  Matilda,  born  in  1827,  died  unmarried  in  1884. 

(5)  Helen  M.,  born  in  1829,  died  in  1861.  (6)  Seth 
R.  is  sixth  in  the  order  of  birth.  (7)  Sarah  M.,  born 
in  1837,  died  in  1892.  (8)  Miriam  J.*  born  in  1841, 
married  George  A.  Guernsey,  who  first  started  a 
bank  in  Susquehanna  and  then  moved  to  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  banking,  later  removing  to 
New  York,  and  thence  to  Canton,  'Bradford  Co., 
Penn.  There  he  followed  banking  until  1898,  when 


he  retired,  locating  in  Winchester,  Mass.  Their 
children  are:  George,  Miriam  A.,  Helen  M.,  Harry 
C\,  Benjamin  W.,  Henry  C.  and  George  R.  Chaun- 
cey Wright,  tire  father  of  this  family  was  a strong 
Abolitionist  until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  with  which  he  was  prominently  identified  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  many  years,  and  was  a very  prominent 
man  in  many  ways.  Both  Chauncey  Wright  and  his 
wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mrs.  Wright  passed  away  in  1892,  aged 
ninety-three  years. 

Seth  R.  Wright  was  born  in  Choconut  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  January  22,  1835,  and 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
town,  also  in  the  schools  of  Hamilton,  N.  Y.  On 
reaching  man's  estate  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1868,  in  which  year  he  joined  his  brother  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  cloth  and  in  milling,  continuing  until  1878, 
when  he  sold  his  interest  to  W.  A.  Southwell.  Since 
1890  our  subject  has  been  a stockholder  in  the  Forest 
Lake  Creamery,  of  which  he  has  served  most  capably 
as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  reqlly  as  manager. 

In  1864  Mr.  Wright  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emma  A.  Turrell,  of  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, a daughter  of  L.  M.  and  Lovina  Turrell, 
prominent  residents  of  that  town.  Mrs.  Wright  was 
educated  at  Kingston  and  Montrose,  Penn.,  and  for 
some  time  was  employed  as  a teacher  in  the  New 
Jersey  and  Susquehanna  schools.  After  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  settled  on  a part  of  the  old 
homestead,  but  after  his  mother's  death  they  moved 
into  the  old  home,  which  is  equipped  with  every 
modern  convenience.  To  their  union  one  son,  Le- 
man T.,  was  born  in  1866:  he  died  in  1875. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Wright,  while 
formerly  a Republican,  is  now  a stanch  advocate  of 
and  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Prohibition 
party.  In  1862  he  was  appointed  postmaster  by 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  continued  in  office  for  fifteen 
years,  and  he  has  held  various  town  offices.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  Mr.  Wright  belongs  to  the  Rising  Sun  Grange. 
Socially  both  are  very  popular,  and  their  hospitable 
home  is  always  open.  Their  kindness  to  those  in 
less  fortunate  circumstances,  and  their  uniform 
courtesy  to  those  in  all  stations  of  life,  have  en- 
deared them  to, all  who  know  them. 

WILLIAM  WILSON.  It  has  often  been  re- 
marked that  this  is  the  “age  of  specialties,"  and 
that  any  man  who  desires  to  achieve  success  in  busi- 
ness should  select  some  new  or  unusual  line  of 
effort  rather  than  attempt  to  follow  in  the  steps  of 
the  multitude..  As  the  only  manufacturer  of  optical 
lenses  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  this  well-known 
citizen  has  brought  this  advice  to  a practical  test 
with  most  favorable  results,  and  the  history  of  his 
life  will  be  of  interest  to  any  ambitious  youth. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  born  April  12,  1835,  in  Shef- 
field, England,  where  his  ancestors  in  the  paternal 
line  had  their  home  for  many  years.  His  paternal 
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grandfather,  Wilson,  married  a Miss  Claten,  and 
both  belonged  to  Sheffield,  England.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Hewit,  of  Gate  Emsley,  near  Whitby, 
married  a Miss  Munster,  of  Munster  Hall,  near 
Whitby,  England. 

John  Wilson,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Sheffield,  and  for  many  years  was 
employed  there  as  a grinder  of  optical  lenses,  his 
death  occurring  in  1876.  He  was  married  in  Shef- 
field to  Miss  Mary  Hewit,  a native  of  Whitby,  Eng- 
land, who  died  in  1868.  They  had  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased  except  Isabella,  who  mar- 
ried William  Lineman,  of  Sheffield,  and  has  two 
sons,  Joseph  and  John;  and  William. 

Our  subject  received  a limited  education  in 
the  schools  of  Sheffield,  and  when  eleven  years  old 
began  the  art  of  preparing  lenses,  at  which  he  soon 
became  an  expert.  In  1840  he  married  Miss  Maria 
Hall,  daughter  of  Ralph  and  Betsey  Hall,  highly 
esteemed  residents  of  Sheffield.  He  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade  in  a Sheffield  factory  until  1873, 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  family,  locating 
first  in  Reading,  Penn.,  and  taking  the  position  as 
foreman  in  the  works  of  the  T.  A.  Wilson  Spectacle 
Co.  A year  later  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  optical  lenses  for  Spencer’s  Optical  Company, 
of  Maiden  Lane,  New  York. City.  Later  he  started 
a new  factorv  at  Katonah,  N.  Y.,  forty  miles 
from  New  York  City,  in  partnership  with  Cox  & 
Parent,  the  venture  proving  very  successful.  In 
1885  he  sold  his  interest  and  took  a position  as  fore- 
man of  the  same  plant ; but  in  1889  he  resigned,  hav- 
ing determined  to  move  to  this  section  on  account  of 
his  wife’s  failing  health.  Before  their  prepara- 
tions were  quite  completed  she  died,  and  he  brought 
her  remains  to  Stroudsburg  for  interment.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  he  purchased  from  William  Rafferty 
a gristmill  in  Cherry  Valley,  about  two  miles  south 
of  Stroudsburg,  for  the  grinding  of  lenses.  His 
business  is  chiefly  with  wholesale  markets  in  New 
York  and  in  Philadelphia,  and  he  keeps  a large 
quantity  of  goods  on  hand  at  the  factory,  his  pres- 
ent stock  and  machinery  representing  an  outlay  of 
about  $5,000.  His  skilled  workmanship  has  brought 
him  a high  reputation,  and  his  enterprise  and  sound 
judgment  have  enabled  him  to  reap  fair  financial 
returns.  As  a citizen  he  is  much  respected,  being 
prominently  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  his 
community,  and  he  is  active  in  religious  work  as  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Stroudsburg. 
Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  he  does  not 
crave  official  rewards  for  his  allegiance.  In  1893 
he  married  a second  wife,  Mrs.  Rhoda  Marvin, 
daughter  of  Simon  Hill,  a well-to-do  agriculturist 
of  New  Jersey.  He  has  five  children,  all  of  whom 
were  born  in  England  of  his  first  marriage,  and  are 
well  settled  in  life,  reflecting  credit  upon  their  par- 
ents, while  all  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church:  (1)  William,  a watch-spring  maker  of 

Sanford,  Conn.,  married  Miss  Emma  Clark,  of  New 
York,  and  has  two  sons,  Ernest  and  Arthur.  (2) 
John  T.  resides  in  Southbridge,  Mass.,  where  he 


owns  property.  He  married  Miss  Amelia  Sites, 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  has  one  daughter.  (3) 
Enos  is  foreman  of  the  American  Optical  Co.’s 
works  at  Southbridge,  Mass.,  having  500  workmen 
in  charge.  He  married  Miss  Ida  Raymond,  of  Mt. 
Ivisco,  N.  Y.,  and  has  three  children  living:  Glad- 

ness, Ida  Belle  and  George  C.  (4)  Mary  married 
James  Waster,  an  optical  expert  residing  in  Brook- 
lyn, and  they  have  one  daughter,  Eva  Mary.  (5) 
Elizabeth  married  John  E.  Bailey,  a real-estate 
agent  in  Brooklyn,  and  they  have  had  five  children : 
John,  Jennet,  William  (deceased),  Taber  and 
Eanos. 

NATHAN  SERFASS.  The  Serfass  family 
is  entitled  to  be  permanently  associated,  nor  only 
with  the  industrial  but  also  with  the  intellectual  de- 
velopment of  our  time ; and  of  those  who  bear  the 
name  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  none  more  worthy 
whose  memory  should  be  thus  preserved.  The  first 
of  this  family  to  come  to  America  was  John  Serfass, 
a native  of  Germany,  who  came  about  the  year  1750, 
and  soon  afterward  settled  in  Polk  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  where  he  purchased  large  tracts  of  land, 
which  are  still  owned  by  his  descendants.  He  mar- 
ried Susannah  Hone,  a native  of  Lehigh  county, 
Penn.,  and  had  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing mention  is  made : 

I.  John  married  Margaret  Kresge  Kunkel,  and 
settled  in  Polk  township.  II.  Joseph  married  Ehza 
Kunkel,  and  made  his  home  in  Polk  township.  III. 
Adam  married  Christina  Berger,  and  had  eight  chil- 
dren: Aaron  married  Eliza  Hawk ; Joel  married 
Elizabeth  Hess ; Charles  married  Dosie  Barlen ; 
Ephraim  never  married;  Linford  married  (first) 
Sally  Beers,  and  (second)  Polly  Getz;  Emanuel 
married  (first)  Lucinda  Erhardt,  (second)  Sarah 
Shupp,  and  (third)  Eliza  Kleintop ; Elizabeth,  born 
June  12,  1814,  married  John  Schmale,  in  his  day  a 
well-known  agriculturist  (is  now  deceased),  and  re- 
sides at  the  Schmale  homestead  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  Monroe  county;  and  Fanny  married 
Aaron  Heiny.  IV.  George  married  Elizabeth 
Christman,  and  had  five  children,  John,  George, 
Susan  (married  to  John  Iverchner),  Elizabeth 
(married  to  Amos  Everett),  and  Hannah  (married 
to  Peter  Smith). 

V.  Peter  is  more  fully  referred  to  farther  on. 
\ I.  William,  who  lived  to  middle  age,  never  mar- 
ried. VII.  David  married  Sally  Everett,  and  had 
four  children,  Henry,  Barton,  Solomon  and  Fred- 
erick. VIII.  Hannah  married  William  Kresge, 
and  they  had  eight  children,  William  (married  to 
Sallie  Storm),  Jacob  (married  to  Sarah  Gregory), 
George  (married  to  Sarah  Kunkel),  Joseph  W.  (mar- 
ried to  Lucinda  Andrew),  Hannah  (married  to 
Reuben  Gregory),  Elizabeth  (married  to  John 
Bonser),  Sarah  (married  to  John  Serfass),  and 
Susan  (married  to  Peter  Kunkel).  IX.  Sallie  mar- 
ried George  G.  Hawk,  and  they  had  children.  X. 
Catherine  became  the  second  wife  of  Georee  Kresge, 
and  had  seven  children,  Thomas  (married  Elizabeth 
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Dotter,  and  settled  in  Luzerne  county),  James 
(married;  settled  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Mon- 
roe county),  Joel  (married;  had  four  children, 
Charles  A.,  Henry,  Tilghman,  and  Emaline  (Mrs. 
James  Berlin),  David  (married;  died  about  1876, 
leaving  six  children,  Peter,  Josiah,  Absalom,  Cath- 
erine (Mrs.  William  H.  Small),  Sallie  (Mrs.  Mel- 
choir  Silfiese),  and  Elizabeth),  Reuben  (married; 
had  two  children,  Alfred  and  Catherine),  Sallie 
(married  to  John  Kunkel),  and  Katie  (married  to 
John  Gregory).  XI.  Christianna  married  Conrad 
Driesbach.  XII.  Elizabeth  married  John  Eshen,  of 
Northampton  county.  XIII.  Thomas  married 
Miss  Dotter,  and  a few  of  his  descendants  are  now 
to  be  found  in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county. 

Peter  Serfass,  son  of  the  pioneer,  was  a well- 
known  resident  of  Polk  township,  and  for  some 
vears  was  engaged  in  farming  at  the  homestead 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  Nathan.  He 
was  a leading  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at 
Gilberts,  and  was  a lifelong  Democrat  in  politics. 
He  died  at  the  homestead  in  July,  1844,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-six,  his  remains  being  interred  in  - Pleas- 
ant Valley  Cemetery.  His  wife,  Catherine,  who 
died  in  1875,  aged  seventy-two  years,  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  Storm,  and  a member  of  a leading 
pioneer  family  of  this  section.  Of  their  seven  chil- 
dren, the  eldest,  Anna,  married  Jacob  Christman,  of 
Eldred  township,  Monroe  county;  Andrew ' settled 
in  Whitehaven.  Penn.;  Sarah  (deceased)  married 
Henry  Hawk ; Hannah  married  Lewis  Hawk,  and 
resides  in  Iowa  ; Elizabeth  married  Samuel  Hawk, 
of  Allentown,  Penn. ; Franklin  resides  in  North- 
ampton county ; and  Nathan  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Nathan  Serfass  was  born  January  9,  1842,  on 
the  present  farm,  where  he  grew  to  manhood:  At 

the  age  of  twenty-one  he  went  to  Carbon  county, 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  teaming,  but  after  three 
years  he  returned  to  the  homestead,  and  has  since 
given  much  attention  to  its  management.  He  has 
also  been  engaged  in  surveying  for  twenty  years 
past,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  served  as  treasurer  of 
the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Monroe 
county,  his  integrity  and  sound  business  judgment 
being  a tower  of  strength  to  that  corporation.  His 
influence  is  felt  in  local  politics,  as  he  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Democratic  party,  and  at  times  he  has 
held  township  offices,  including  nine  years  as  school 
director,  four  years  as  constable,  and  four  years  as 
auditor.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Lutheran,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Church  at  Kresgeville,  serving  three  years  as  dea- 
con and  six  years  as  trustee.  In  1862  he  married 
Miss  Susannah  Hawk,  who  was  born  in  1842,  in 
Carbon  county,  a daughter  of  David  Hawk,  who 
afterward  removed  to  Monroe  county,  where  he 
became  a prominent  citizen.  She  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1876,  aged  thirty-four  years,  and  her  remains 
now  rest  in  Pleasant  Valley  Cemetery.  Nathan 
Serfass  married  (second)  Miss  Fannie  Fisher, 
daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Anna  (Dorsheimer) 


Fisher,  and  a native  of  Polk  township,  Monroe 
county.  By  the  first  marriage  there  were  three 
children:  Jerome,  of  whom  further  mention  will 

presently  be  made;  Louisa,  who  married  Milton 
Lurch,  of  Polk  township;  and  James  J.,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Jennie  George,  and  resides  at  the  home- 
stead with  his  father.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  is  one  son,  Francis  F.,  who  is  still  at  home. 

Jerome  Serfass,  an  enterprising  and  success- 
ful young  agriculturist  of  Polk  township,  Monroe 
county,  was  born  August  4,  1862,  at  the  old  family 
homestead  in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  his  early  training  in  farm 
work  establishing  habits  of  industry  which  have 
contributed  largely  to  his  later  success.  In  1885 
he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  near 
Kresgeville,  and  his  estate  shows  the  progressive 
management  of  the  modern  scientific  farmer.  As 
an  intelligent  and  public-spirited  citizen,  he  has  al- 
ways been  active  in  local  movements,  and  for  six 
years  he  served  ably  as  school  director.  Politically 
he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  while  he  is 
also  actively  interested  in  religious  work  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Kresgeville,  in  which 
he  held  the  office  of  deacon  for  six  years.  On  Au- 
gust 8,  1885,  he  was  married  at  Gilberts,  by  Rev. 
A.  M.  Strauss,  a Lutheran  minister,  to  Miss  Emma 
Kunkel,  and  three  children  have  blessed  the  union: 
Spener  J.,  born.  February  15,  1887;  Llarvey  N., 
born  May  24,  1889:  and  Byron  H.,  born  September 
T3,  1892.  Mrs.  Serfass,  who  is  highly  esteemed  by 
her  circle  of  friends,  was  born  June  12,  1865,  in 
Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  where  her  family 
has  long  been  prominent,  her  ancestors  having  set- 
tled there  as  early  as  1740.  Her  father,  John 
Kunkel,  was  a prominent  resident  of  Kresgeville, 
and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Kresge,  is  still  living  at  that  place : a more  com- 
plete account  of  the  family  is  g’iven  elsewhere. 

J.  L.  BROWN  has  the  reputation  of  a strictly 
first-class  business  man,  reliable,  energetic,  wide- 
awake and  progressive,  and  is  a citizen  of  whom 
Wayne  county  may  be  justly  proud.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  his  section  of  the  State,  and 
as  a carpenter  and  millwright  has  done  much  to- 
ward its  devolpment  and  upbuilding.  He  has  not 
only  erected  many  buildings  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
also  aided  in  the  construction  of  the  beautiful  build- 
ings at  the  World’s  Fair,  himself  and  family  spend- 
ing the  entire  year  of  1893  in  Chicago. 

William  Brown,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
probably  a native  of  England,  but  his  father, 
Obediah  Brown,  was  born  in  Rockwell,  N.  Y.,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  began  as  a boatman  on  the  Hud- 
son river,  continuing  that  work  for  fifteen  v^ars.  In 
Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Weist, 
and  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows : Nancy 
J.,  wife  of  Thomas  Sheeley,  of  Ulster  county:  Julia 
A.,  deceased  wife  of  Richard  Smith,  of  Lackawack, 
Ulster  county;  William  H.,  a mill  owner  and  wood- 
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en-ware  manufacturer  at  Leibhardt,  N.  Y. ; Cather- 
ine, deceased  wife  of  James  Allen,  of  Ulster  county; 
Lydia  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years; 
Mary,  wife  of  Joel  A.  Bennett,  of  Ulster  Heights, 
N.  Y. ; Ellen  M.,  deceased  wife  of  Sanford  Bennett, 
of  Ulster  county  ; J.  L.,  of  this  sketch;  James  W.,  a 
resident  of  Chester,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y;  Emily  M., 
wife  of  John  H.  Brooks,  of  Ulster  county;  and 
Margaret  T.,  wife  of  Peter  Conklin,  of  Passaic 
county,  New  Jersey. 

|.  L.  Brown  was  born  May  n,  1850,  in  Sun- 
down, Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  there  and  in  Sullivan  county,  same  State. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  came  to  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  after  working  at  lumbering  for  a time 
became  a carpenter  and  millwrisrht,  and  has  done 
considerable  work  along  those  lines  in  this  State. 
He  now  owns  a fine  farm  of  170  acres  located  in 
Wayne  and  Pike  counties,  and  in  three  townships, 
Sterling,  Salem  and  Greene.  For  some  years  he 
successfully  operated  a sawmill  in  Lackawanna 
county,  Penn.,  but  moved  its  machinery  in  1897,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  the  erection  of  a steam  sawmill 
on  his  own  property  in  Salem  township. 

On  August  15,  1872,  in  Salem  township,  Mr. 
Brown  was  married,  by  Rev.  Daniel  Gormer,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Angeline  H.,  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Sylvia  (Jones)  But- 
ler. The  parents  are  now  deceased,  the  father  hav- 
ing died  in  1885,  the  mother  in  1894.  Her  paternal 
grandparents  were  Daniel  and  Lydia  (Tindall) 
Butler,  and  her  maternal  grandparents  were  Erastus 
and  Sallv  (Mark)  Jones,  both  natives  of  Sheldon 
Falls,  Mass.  Mrs.  Brown  is  ninth  in  the  order  of 
birth  in  a family  of  twelve  : Eliza  J., married,  lives  on 
the  homestead  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county; 
Sidney  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; Horace  L.  is  a 
resident  of  Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  John 
B.  makes  his  home  in  Greene  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn. ; Charles  was  accidentally  killed  in  the  Alle- 
gheny mountains  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; Sally 
A.  is  the  wife  of  FI.  B.  Cook,  of  Salem  township, 
county ; Amanda  is  the  deceased  wife  of  James  Heim 
line,  of  Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  Maria  is  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Ferguson,  of  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county;  Angelina  FI.,  born  March  8,  1855, 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  George  W.  died  in  Ster- 
ling township ; Eliza  S.  died  in  infancy ; and  Sylvia 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Neville,  of  Sterling  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: George  W.,  March  24,  1873 ; O.  H.,  June  11, 
1875;  Charles  Joel,  March  19,  1877;  John  Flesher, 
December  25,  1878;  Anna  E.,  March  21,  1881  ; Lill- 
ian A.,  Julv  29,  1883;  James  A.,  August  7,  1883; 
Katie  Eveline,  January  16,  1889;  Carrie  A.,  Febru- 
ary 2,  i8qi  ; Homer  Harvey  Greene,  March  31, 
1803;  William  E.,  May  10,  1896;  and  Ruth  Ellen, 
January  1,  1899.  The  eldest  son,  George  W.  Brown, 
was  married,  -November  6,  1894,  to  Marilla  Kellum, 
of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county. 


Being  a strong  Temperance  man,  Mr.  Brown  is 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Prohibition  party.  While 
a resident  of  New  York  he  served  his  fellow  citizens 
in  the  capacity  of  county  supervisor.  In  1896  he  was 
licensed  as  a local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Church,  and  his  wife  is  also  an  active  and  promi- 
nent memb.-r  of  that  denomination.  His  life  has 
ever  been  in  harmony  with  his  professions,  and  as 
such  men  are  rare,  the  world  is  not  slow  to  appreciate 
them.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  man  in  his  com- 
munity has  more  or  warmer  friends  than  J.  L. 
Brown. 

CHARLES  OTT  is  the  owner  of  a good  farm 
in  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  where  he  has 
had  his  home  since  the  spring  of  1897,  but  although 
he  has  not  long  been  a permanent  resident  of  the 
locality  he  is  well  known  here,  his  father's  family 
having  occupied  the  place  before  him,  and  he  has 
had  the  management  thereof  for  a number  of  years. 
Mr.  Ott  is  a native  of  the  Fatherland,  and  is  a son  of 
Christian  Ott  and  grandson  of  Leonard  Ott,  who 
was  a roofer  by  occupation.  The  latter  lived  and 
died  in  Germany. 

Christian  Ott  was  born  in  1804  in  Wittenberg, 
Germany,  where  he  passed  his  youth  and  early  man- 
hood. In  his  native  country  he  married  Rosena 
Gebhardt,  who  was  born  in  1805  in  Wittenberg,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
we  give  a brief  record:  Frederick  is  a farmer  in 

Delaware  township ; he  has  been  twice  married. 
Fredrica,  living  in  New  York,  is  the  widow  of 
Henry  Boock,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 
Charles  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch.  Cath- 
erine (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Herman  Ohman, 
who  .was  a gardener,  of  Long  Island.  Anna  is  the 
wife  of  John  A.  Blatt,  who  carries  on  a meat-market 
in  New  York  City.  Pauline  married  Godfrey  Geb- 
hardt, a farmer  of  Pike  county.  Emil  has  a meat- 
market  in  Newark,  N.  J. ; he  married  Margaret 
Miller.  In  1847  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ott  came  with  their 
family  to  America,  making  the  ocean  voyage  in  the 
“Margaret  Evan,”  of  London,  and  spent  the  first 
two  years  of  their  residence  in  this  country  in  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  where  the  father 
carried  on  the  manufacture  of  soap  and  candles,  the 
business  he  had  engaged  in  in  Germany.  From 
New  York  they  removed,  in  1849,  to  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  where  Mr.  Ott  took  up  farming,  for  the  first 
four  years  in  the  employ  of  others,  and  then  on  his 
own  account.  His  first  purchase  was  a tract  of 
thirty  acres  in  Delaware  township,  from  William 
Cummins,  and  he  subsequently  added  the  fifty  acres 
adjoining  now  included  in  the  Ott  farm  in  Delaware 
•township,  the  whole  making  a most  comfortable 
property,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
died  on  the  farm  December  21,  1877,  his  widow  pass- 
ing away  in  April,  1892,  in  New  York  City,  and 
their  remains  rest  in  the  Milford  cemetery. 

Charles  Ott  was  born  April  22,  1838,  in  Witten- 
berg-,  Germany,  where  he  received  his  education  in 
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the  common  schools,  and  came  to  America  with  his 
parents  in  1847,  residing  with  the  family  in  Brook- 
lyn and  Delaware  township  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  proceeded  to  Tomp- 
kinsville,  Staten  Island,  and  having  obtained  a situa- 
tion in  the  "Union  Hotel"  continued  to  lie  employed 
there  until  March  15,  1857,  when  the  place  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  The  proprietor,  Christian  Huber, 
opened  another  hotel,  and  Mr.  Ott  remained  with 
him  until  August  20,  i860,  when  the  ownership  of 
the  place  was  changed.  He  was  retained  by  the  new 
proprietor  for  eight  years,  and  in  1868  was  admitted 
to  a partnership  in  the  business  with  his  father-in- 
law,  David  Elsaesser,  who  continued  as  a member  of 
the  firm  until  1873,  in  which  year  he  retired,  leaving 
our  subject  the  sole  owner  of  the  establishment;  it 
is  located  at  Xo.  6 Greenwich  street,  New  York  City. 
He  conducted  the  hotel  successfully  until  May  1, 
1897,  when  he  gave  up  the  business  and  came  to  Del- 
aware .township,  Pike  county,  to  live  on  the  farm  for- 
merly owned  by  his  father,  rebuilding  the  old  house 
anil  making  various  other  improvements  about  the 
place.  The  property  has  'been  under  his  manage- 
ment since  his  father’s  decease,  in  1877,  and  the 
farm  is  a valuable  one,  in  fine  condition,  devoted  to 
general  farming  purposes.  Mr.  Ott  also  owns  prop- 
erty in  New  York  City.  He  is  well-liked  by  his 
neighbors  in  Delaware  township,  and  is  highly  es- 
teemed by  all  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  his  ac- 
quaintance.  Fraternally  he  is  a Free  Mason,  hold- 
ing membership  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  in  New  York 
City.  In  politics  he  is  independent. 

On  April  27,  1869,  at  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Ott  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Louisa 
Elsaesser,  who  was  born  in  that  city,  a daughter  of 
David  and  Catherine  C.  (Miller)  Elsaesser.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  seven  children,  of  whom, 
the  eldest,  Christian  T.,  lives  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  lias  a printing  office  (he  is  at  present  at 
Chickamauga  with  his  regiment,  the  12th  New  York 
\ olunteers,  and  holds  the  position  of  sergeant  in  his 
company)  ; Catherine  (now  deceased)  was  the  wife  of 
Fred  Korz ; Charles  died  in  March,  1897;  David 
lives  in  New  York  City  ; Louisa  is  also  in  New  York  ; 
Caroline  and  George  died  in  infancy.  The  mother 
oi  these  died  February  5,  1884,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Lutheran  cem- 
etery in  Middle  \ illage,  Long  Island.  On  October 
],  1896,  Mr.  Ott  wedded,  for  Ins  second  wife,  in 
New  York  City,  Miss  Margaret  Blum,  and  they  have 
had  one  child,  Nicholas  Wilhelm.  Mrs.  Margaret 
(Blum)  Ott  was  born  in  Hessen,  Germany,  a daugh- 
ter of  Nicholas  Blum,  also  a native  of  the  Father- 
land,  and  came  to  America  in  1895,  living  in  New 
York  City  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Ott. 

CHARLES  A\  ERY"  is  a well-known  civil  en- 
gineer, residing  in  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  and  is 
highly  respected  as  a man  of  energy  and  enterprise, 
besides  being  a worthy  citizen  and  having  to  his 
credit  an  unblemished  war  record.  He  is  a native  of 
W ayne  countv,  and  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
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his  life  has  been  prominently  identified  with  its  busi- 
ness interests. 

Mr.  Avery’s  grandfather,  John  Avery,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  married  Miss  Roxilana  Humphrey.  Subse- 
quently they  removed  to  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.  Their 
children  were  as  follows  : Tracy ; John  F.,  who  died 

in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  Penn. ; Silas, 
who  died  in  Auburn,  N.  Y. ; Charles,  who  was  an 
engineer  on  the  Erie  railroad,  and  died  in  Dansville, 
N.  Y. ; Otis,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth, 
deceased  wife  of  George  Flint,  of  Cassville,  N.  Y. ; 
'I  homas  IT.,  who  died  in  New  Berlin,  N.  Y. ; Eliza, 
deceased  wife  of  John  VanDuzer,  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y. ; Z.  W.,  who  owned  an  orange  grove  in  Po- 
mona, Putnam  Co.,  Fla.,  where  he  died ; and  Lucius, 
who  died  in  Texas. 

Otis  Avery  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y., 
August  19,  1808,  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age 
went  to  Cochecton,  that  State,  whence  he  later  came 
to  Bethany,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  opening  a jewelry 
store.  While  a resident  of  that  place  he  studied 
dentistry,  and  in  1833  began  practice  in  New  York, 
where  he  remained  for  several  years.  Subsequently 
he  followed  his  profession  in  South  Carolina,  was 
next  located  in  New  York  City,  and  from  there 
came  to  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  where  he  is  still 
doing  a successful  business,  being  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  dentists  of  eastern  Pennsylvania.  In 
1829,  in  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Hoel,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Abigail  Hoel,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  Charles,  the  subject  of  this 

sketch;  Otis,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years; 
Martin  P.,  who  died  in  New  York  City ; Mrs.  Louisa 
Grillette,  a resident  of  Fairhaven,  Wash. ; Eliza,  wife 
of  William  H.  Brodhead,  of  Hale,  Idaho ; and  Otis 
E.,  who  was  one  of  the  many  gold  hunters  that  have 
never  been  heard  from. 

In  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  Charles 
Avery  was  born  January  14,  1830,  and  at  the  age  of 
eight  years  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  ye- 
moval  to  Bethany,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools  and  also  Beechwood  Academy.  He  then  en- 
tered his  father’s  dental  parlors  to  learn  the  profes- 
sion, and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began  the  practice 
of  dentistry  at  Columbia,  S.  C.  Later  he  was  one  of 
the  leading  dentists  of  Honesdale.  In  September, 
i86y  he  laid  aside  all  personal  interests,  .and  went 
to  the  front  as  a member  of  Company  I,  118th  P.  V. 
I.,  serving  until  June  1,  1865.  He  was  in  some  of 
the  most  noted  battles  of  the  war,  including  the  Wil- 
derness, Spottsylvania,  the  engagements  before 
Petersburg,  Hatcher's  Run  and  Five  Forks.  At  the 
last  named  he  was  slightly  wounded,  but  did  not  re- 
port his  injury.  He  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Gen.  Lee  to  Gen.  Grant  at  Appomattox.  Since  the 
war  he  has  been  employed  as  a civil  engineer. 

On  January  20, 1853,  at  Bethany,  Mr.  Avery  was 
married  by  Rev.  Z.  F.  Kellogg,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann, 
daughter  of  William  and  Eliza  (Brentnell)  Goff, 
who  were  natives  of  England  and  were  married  near 
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Elizabeth,  N.  J.  Their  children  were  William  IT., 
a resident  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa ; Mary  Ann,  wife 
of  our  subject;  John  E.,  a resident  of  Bethany 
borough,  Wayne  county;  and  Sarah  Jane,  who  died 
in  Bethany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avery  have  six  children, 
namely:  Mary  ffliza,  born  May  n,  1856,  is  the 

wife  of  IT.  H.  Ferguson,  of  Seelyville,  Wayne  coun- 
ty; Ella  B.,  born  July  5,  1858,  is  the*wife  of  R.  Du- 
ward  Allen,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Anna  M.,  born 
January  30,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  Ira  Bryant,  of  New 
Berlin,  N.  Y. ; Jennie  I.,  born  March  13,  1863,  is  the 
wife  of  Frederick  L.  Allen,  of  Binghamton : Carrie, 
born  April  28,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Lamont 
T itus,  of  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; and  William  Otis,  born 
June  26,  1875,  is  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Avery  has  always  upheld  the  party  of  pro- 
tection, being  a stanch  Republican,  and  has  most 
acceptably  filled  all  of  the  township  offices,  inclu  ling 
those  of  clerk,  auditor,  assessor,  overseer  of  the 
poor,  school  director  and  constable.  Socially  he 
affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. 

JOHN  W.  FINDLAY  (deceased).  The  visitor 
to  Milford,  Pike  county,  can  find  an  exhilarating 
recreation  in  riding  over  the.  picturesciue  hills  of  that 
region  in  the  old-time  “tally-ho”  and  stage  coach, 
now  nearly  superseded  by  more  modern  methods 
of  travel.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  in  his 
lifetime  was  a prominent  livery  man  of  Milford,  for 
many  years  maintained  the  stage  route  known  as  the 
Milford,  Port  Jervis  and  Dingmans  Ferry  United 
States  Line,  and  the  ample  patronage  bestowed 
upon  the  enterprise  by  the  public  demonstrates  the 
continued  popularity  of  that  mode  of  transportation. 

Mr.  Findlay  was  born  December  8,  1833,  on  a 
farm  near  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  a son  of  Ross  and 
Jane  Robinson  Findlay,  and  a grandson  of  John  and 
Elsped  (Davison)  Findlay.  His  father  died  in 
Scotland  in  1868,  aged  eighty  vears,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  Of 
their  four  children,  two  came  to  America,  our  sub- 
ject, and  another  son,  Robert  (now  deceased),  who 
landed  in  1862,  and  served  for  a time  in  the  60th 
N.Y.  V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war,  being-  with  Sherman 
on  his  march  to  the  sea.  Our  subject’s  two  sisters, 
Jane  and  Jessie,  remained  in  their  native  land  and 
both  are  now  deceased. 

The  Findlay  family  had  been  identified  with  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  for  several  generations  near  Aber- 
deen, but  our  subject  began  to  show  an  inclination 
toward  the  care  of  horses  at  an  early  age,  and  before 
he  was  sixteen  he  was  employed  as  a coachman  by 
Hon.  Mr.  Fordyce,  a member  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment. In  i860  he  came  to  the  Unitea  States,  land- 
ing in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  employed  for 
nine  months  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  A.  T.  Stewart, 
on  Broadway.  In  January,  1861,  he  located  at  Mil- 
ford, and  soon  afterward  he  engaged  in  the  livery 
business,  and  began  running  stage  lines  from  that 
point  to  other  towns.  He  prospered  from  the  first, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  the  largest  liv- 


ery business  in  Milford,  while  in  addition  to  his  other 
interests  he  acted  as  agent  for  the  Wells,  Fargo  Ex- 
press Co.  His  hard  work  met  with  good  financial 
returns,  and  he  acquired  a handsome  competence, 
becoming  one  of  the  substantial  self-made  citizens 
of  the  locality.  Politically  he  was  a Republican,  but 
was  not  especially  active  in  party  work.  In  religion 
he  inclined  toward  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  was 
not  formally  connected  with  any  denomination.  He 
died  July  21,  1899. 

On  December  6,  i860,  Mr.  Findlay  was  mar- 
ried at  New  York  City  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Mitchell, 
and  five  children  blessed  the  union,  of  whom  we 
have  mention  of  Elizabeth  J.,  Marv  M.  and  Robert, 
who  are  all  at  home ; and  William,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six.  Mrs.  Findlay  was  born  at  Aber- 
deen, Scotland,  and  died  November  24,  1898.  She 
was  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Sellar) 
Mitchell,  and  her  ancestors  were  well-to-do  agricult- 
urists of  that  locality.  Her  father  was  a farmer,  and 
also  had  large  lime-kilns ; he  died  in  Scotland  in 
1846.  Her  mother  came  to  America  in  1872,  and 
located  in  Milford,  where  she  died  November  25, 
1886,  deeply  mourned  by  a large  circle  of  friends, 
leaving  several  children,  all  of  whom  hold  honorable 
positions  in  life.  She  was  an  invalid  for  many  years 
prior  to  her  decease. 

SEBASTIAN  KRESGE.  The  value  of  scien- 
tific methods  in  farming  is  strictly  demonstrated  in 
the  management  of  this  enterprising  and  successful 
agriculturist  of  Ross  township,  Monroe  county,  who 
has  transformed  a barren  tract  into  a fertile  and  pro- 
ductive estate.  On  taking  possession  of  the  farm 
twenty  years  ago  he  planted  seven  acres  of  corn,  but 
reaped  only  thirty  bushels  for  his  pains,  while  a por- 
tion of  the  farm  which  he  planted  in  oats  did  not  pay 
the  cost  of  the  seed,  as  the  yield  was  so  poor  that  he 
plowed  it  all  under.  By  the  intelligent  use  of  fer- 
tilizers he  has  given  to  the  soil  the  needed  elements, 
and  one  could  not  ask  for  better  results  than  he  now 
obtains.  With  the  true  spirit  of  the  scientist  he  has 
sought  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  correct  methods 
of  tilling  and  enriching  poor  soils,  and  for  a number 
of  years  he  dealt  extensively  in  farm  implements 
and  fertilizers ; but  since  1894  he  has  found  his 
time  too  much  occupied  with  his  other  interests  to 
continue  that  line  of  business. 

Mr.  Kresge  was  born  July  21,  1838,  on  the  old 
Kresge  homestead  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  is  a member  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer 
families,  being  a great-grandson  of  Conrad  Kresge, 
who  settled  at  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Ef- 
fort about  1745.  The  descendants  of  this  noted 
pioneer  are  now  numerous  in  this  section,  and  the 
family  records  are  given  elsewhere.  Conrad  Kresge, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  became  the  owner  of 
his  father’s  estate.  He  married  Margaret  Kunkel, 
and  had  ten  children : Conrad,  Margaret,  John, 
Philip.  Charles,  Daniel,  Peter,  Elizabeth,  George, 
and  Katie. 

Peter  Kresge,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
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1S07,  and  died  in  1892,  at  Ivresgeville.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Brong,  who  died  in  1871  at  the  age 
of  fifty-nine  years.  They  had  eleven  children  as 
follows:  Amelia  N.  (deceased),  who  married  J.  J. 
Barthold;  Mary  Ann,  who  died  in  childhood;  Tim- 
othy, a farmer  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  formerly 
treasurer  of  Monroe  county  ; Sebastian,  our  subject ; 
Peter,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  who  now  resides 
in  Tennessee;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Kunkel,  of 
Ivresgeville ; Owen,  a farmer  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship ; Spearing,  who  settled  upon  a farm  in  Kansas ; 
Nathan  H.,  a farmer  in  Indian  Territory;  Susan- 
nah, wife  of  John  Graver,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn.; 
and  Amanda,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  received  thorough  practical  train- 
ing in  agricultural  work  during  his  youth,  and  on 
leaving  home  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he 
rented  a farm  at  Gilberts,  Monroe  county,  where  he 
remained  one  year.  He  then  purchased  a farm  in 
Polk  township,  which  about  two  years  later  he  sold, 
and  then  removed  to  Luzerne  county.  For  twelve 
rears  he  operated  a farm  there,  and  for  one  year  he 
had  charge  of  the  old  homestead  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  Monroe  county.  In  1878  he  settled  at 
his  present  farm  in  Ross  township,  an  estate  of  113 
acres,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general 
farming.  Although  he  is  a stanch  Democrat  in 
politics,  he  is  .not  especially  active  in  party  work, 
having  often  declined  to  take  official  positions.  For 
three  vears  he  served  as  school  director,  and  then 
resigned  the  office.  He  is  a leading  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church  at  Gilberts,  and  for  one  year 
served  as  deacon.  He  was  elected  and  served  one 
year  as  superintendent  of  the  Michal  Sunday- 
school  ; was  elected  and  served  one  year  as  secretary 
of  the  Reformed  Sunday-school  at  Pleasant  Valiev, 
and  next  ten  years  taught  in  the  same  Sunday-school, 
Class  No.  2,  composed  of  married  women.  Among 
the  exhibitors  at  the  county  fair  he  takes  a promi- 
nent place,  and  always  has  the  largest  display  of 
anv  one  in  the  county.  His  exhibits  consist  of 
grain,  potatoes,  fruit,  honey,  canned  fruit,  wine,  etc. 
He  has  400  apple  trees,  and  all  kinds  of  fruit  in 
abundance : also  an  apiary  of  fifty  bees,  all  kept  in 
hives  of  his  own  make,  having  movable  frames. 
He  and  his  family  are  prominent  in  the  social  life 
of  their  locality. 

On  May  it,  1862,  Mr.  Kresge  was  married  at 
Sciota.  Penn.,  bv  Rev.  Mr.  Becker,  a Reformed  min- 
ister. to  Miss  Catherine  Kunkel,  a native  of  Polk 
township,  Monroe  county,  born  November  7.  18^9. 
Her  father,  the  late  John  Kunkel,  was  a leading  citi- 
zen of  Kresgeville,  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Kresge.  is  still  living  at  that  place. 
Two  of  her  brothers.  Jacob  and  James  Kunkel, 
comprise  the  firm  of  Kunkel  Bros.,  at  Kresgeville, 
and  the  family  history  is  given  elsewhere  more 
fully.  Nine  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  all  of  whom  are  living  except  the  last  two 
(twins),  who  died  in  infancy:  (1)  Diana  mar- 

ried Charles  Wilson,  now  in  Port  Huron,  Mich., 
where  he  is  conducting  a five  and  ten  cent  store. 


(2)  Alvin  FI.,  a traveling  salesman,  married  Miss 
Susan  Fuller,  and  resides  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. 

(3)  Elmira,  twin  of  Alvin,  married  Charles  Depew, 
a railroad  fireman,  residing  in  Scranton.  (4) 
Sarah  E.  married  William  Gregory,  a dairyman  and 
farmer  of  Wetherly,  Penn.  (5)  Sebastian,  Jr., 
married  Miss  Anna  Hervey,  and  resides  in  Detroit, 
Mich.,  where  he  conducts  a five  and  ten  cent  store. 
(6)  Mary  A.  married  Edmond  Howell,  a farmer 
and  dairyman  in  Lehigh  county.  (7)  Cora  E.  mar- 
ried Washington  Howell,  a brother  of  Edmond, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  business  in  Le- 
high county. 

JOHN  GANTZFIORN,  a prominent  repre- 
sentative of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county,  is  of  German  descent. 
His  grandfather,  David  Gantzhorn,  was  a native  of 
Germany,  and  died  in  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

John  David,  Gantzhorn,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  January  4, 
1808,  and  in  1820  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his  par- 
ents, landing  at  Philadelphia,  where  they  remained, 
but  he  proceeded  to  Easton,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
employed  in  a tannery  for  a time.  Subsequently 
he  came  to  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  in  the  western  part 
of  that  township,  where  he  cleared  between  seventy- 
five  and  one  hundred  acres,  transforming  it  into  a 
fine  farm,  which  he  continued  to  operate  until  called 
from  this  life,  May  9,  1876.  In  Jackson  township, 
Monroe  county,  he  married  Miss  Fannie  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  that  township,  a daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Susana  (Possinger)  Smith,  and  died  in 
Pocono  township  August  7,  1876.  Of  the  thirteen 
children  born  to  this  union,  William,  born  March 
26,  1840,  died  April  27,  1840;  Levi,  a tanner,  born 
March  14,  1841,  wedded  Mary  Reinhart,  and  died 
February  22,  1897:  David,  born  November  30, 
1842,  and  died  April  15,  1889,  was  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  in  Elkhart  county,  Ind. ; Adam,  born 
May  23,  1844,  is  a farmer  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, Monroe  county;  Lydia,  born  June  28,  1845, 
died  September  22,  1861,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
Mary,  born  February  28,  1847,  died  in  February, 
1852;  John,  our  subject,  comes  next  in  the  family; 
Franklin,  born  March  14,  1850,  died  in  February, 
1852;  Nathan,  born  September  9,  1851,  died  Sep- 
tember 18,  1861,  at  the  age  of  ten;  Aaron,  born  Oc- 
tober 17,  1853,  died  March  20,  1879;  Anna  Maria,, 
born  January  20,  1856,  died  January  6,  1879,  was 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Buskirk,  of  Jackson  township, 
Monroe  county;  Lavina  and  Sabina  (twins)  were 
born  November  12,  1859;  Lavina  died  September 
22,  1861,  Sabina  on  November  5,  1861. 

Upon  his  present  farm  in  Pocono  township, 
John  Gantzhorn  was  born  October  31,  1848,  and 
there  amidst  scenes  common  to  pioneer  life  he  grew 
to  manhood,  attending  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhoood,  and  assisting  in  the  arduous  task  of 
clearing  the  wild  land  and  transforming  it  into 
highly  cultivated  fields.  At  his  father's  death  he 
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took  the  old  homestead,  on  which  he  has  successfully 
enoao-ed  in  general  farming,  while  through  the  win- 
ter" season  he  has  carried  on  lumbering  quite  ex- 
tensively. He  now  owns  136  acres  of  valuable  land, 
about  loo  of  which  are  under  excellent  cultivation, 
much  of  the  same  having  ben  cleared  by  our  sub- 
ject. The  old  log  house  erected  by  his  father  when 
he  first  purchased  the  property,  and  in  which  the 
children  were  all  born,  is  still  standing  upon  the 
place,  a land  mark  of  pioneer  days.  As  a dwelling 
it  has  long  since  been  replaced  by  a commodious 
frame  residence,  and  it  is  now  used  as  a store-room. 
An  air  of  neatness  and  thrift  pervades  the  place, 
and  shows  conclusively  that  the  owner  thoroughly 
understands  his  chosen  calling,  and  that  prosperity 
has  crowned  his  well-directed  efforts.  Tit  his  politi- 
cal views,  Mr.  Gantzhorn  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
but  he  has  never  cared  for  official  preferment.  He 
is  a prominent  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to 
which  his  wife  also  belongs,  and  for  twenty  yeats 
has  been  officially  connected  with  the  same  as  either 
deacon  or  elder.  In  the  estimation  of  his  fellow 
citizens  he  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  his 
community,  and  he  enjoys  the  friendship  and  high 
regard  of  a large  circle  of  acquaintances. 

In  Pleasant  Valley,  November  27,  1879,  Mr. 
Gantzhorn  was  married  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Straus,  a 
Lutheran  minister,  to  Miss  Emma  Jane  Gearhart, 
who  was  born  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe 
county.  July  3,  1856,  and  they  have  a family  of  seven 
children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as 
follows:  Spener,  November  5,  1880;  Ethan  Allen, 
October  22,  1882:  Fannie,  April  22,  1884:  Florence 
and  Clarence  (twins)  January  24,1887;  Elise, Octo- 
ber 13,  1888  ; and  Chester,  June  25,  1891.  Mrs.  Gantz- 
horn's  paternal  grandparents  were  Philip  and  Sarah 
(Wright)  Gearhart,  whose  home  was  at  Chestnut 
Hill,  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county.  Her  fa- 
ther, Edwin  Gearhart,  was  born  in  Stroud  town- 
ship. and  first  married  Margaret  Hufsmith,  a native 
of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  who  died  August  28, 
1860.  By  this  union  were  three  children,  Mrs. 
Gantzhorn  being  the  eldest ; Ethan  Allen  married 
Hester  Gregory,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Allentown,  Penn.;  and  William 
Henry  died  in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Gearhart  married  Lydia  Hofner,  now  deceased. 

PETER  P.  SCHAFFER  is  one  of  the  most 
intelligent,  enterprising  and  progressive  citizens 
of  Eldred  township,  Monroe  county,  where  for 
thirty  years  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  in  the  slate  and  stone  quarry  business. 

Our  subject  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
in  Moore  township,  Northampton  county,  December 
]o,  1833,  and  is  a son  of  Peter  and  Susan  (Graver) 
Schaffer,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Moore  town- 
ship, the  father  being  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  was  identified  with  the  Democratic  partv, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Church.  He  died  in  1873,  at  the  age  of 


sixty-eight  years,  and  she  passed  away  in  1892,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  Moore  township,  Northampton  county.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children : Polly, 

wife  of  Michael  Rabe,  a farmer  of  Northampton 
county;  Paul, also  a farmer  of  that  countv ; Daniel, a 
farmer  of  Monroe  county;  Peter  P.,  our  subject; 
Susan,  wife  of  Rudolph  Abel,  of  Northampton  coun- 
ty ; Rebecca,  widow  of  George  Spangler,  of  North- 
ampton county ; Mary,  wife  of  George  Lahr,  of  the 
same  county ; Belinda,  wife  of  Daniel  Rabe,  of 
Northampton  county;  Jacob  P.,  a farmer  of 
Elkhart,  Inch  ; and  Catharine,  a widow,  of  Easton, 
Penn.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
John  and  Sarah  (Shutt)  Sch  ffer,  also  made  their 
home  in  Moore  township,  Northampton  county, 
throughout  life.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a farm- 
er by  occupation,  served  as  captain  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
George  and  Rebecca  (Flick)  Graver,  farming  people 
of  Northampton  county. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  teaching  school, 
and  for  fifteen  years  he  successfully  followed  that 
profession  in  Northampton  and  Monroe  counties, 
being  a thorougii  and  caoable  instructor.  During 
the  following  two  years  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  but  in  1868  he  returned  to 
Monroe  county  and  located  upon  his  present  farm  in 
Eldred  township,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
In  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits  he  operates 
the  quarries  upon  his  farm,  and  for  seventeen  vears 
was  merchandising  at  Kunkeltown.  As  a business 
man  he  has  met  witn  well-deserved  success. 

Mr.  Schaffer  was  married  in  Eldred  township, 
in  1861,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Engler,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  seven  children : Amazon,  who  married 

Mary  E.  Smith,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Eldred 
township ; Milton,  who  married  Cora  Williams,  and 
is  carrying  on  a milk  business  in  Northampton 
county;  Ira  M.,  who  married  Flora  A.  Serfass,  and 
is  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Kunkeltown,  Mon- 
roe county ; Corus  A.,  deceased ; Allen,  who  mar- 
ried Eva  Smale,  and  lives  with  our  subject;  and 
Stanton  and  Asa  A.,  both  at  home. 

Mi's.  Schaffer  was  born  in  Eldred  township, 
November  6,  1841,  a daughter  of  Edward  and 
Christiann  (Smith)  Engler,  who  as  farming  people 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  Monroe  county.  The  fa- 
ther was  a prominent  man  in  his  community,  and 
was  called  upon  to  fill  several  township  offices.  He 
died  in  1868,  aged  forty-eight  years,  his  wife  in 
1888,  aged  sixty-five,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Ivunkletown  cemetery.  Religiously,  they 
were  members'  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Lu- 
cinda was  the  eldest  of  their  children ; Lydia  was 
three  times  married:  (first)  to  Aaron  Kunkel, 
(second)  to  Amandus  Marsh,  and  (third)  to 
Owen  Silliman ; William  H.  is  deceased ; 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  H.  Saeger,  of  Bethle- 
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hem,  Penn. ; and  Belinda  is  the  wife  of  H.  P:  Boyer, 
a hardware  merchant  of  Slatington,  Penn.  Mrs. 
Schaffer’s  paternal  grandparents,  Adam  and  Sarah 
(Learn)  Lngler,  were  lifelong  residents  of  Monroe 
county.  Her  maternal  grandparents,  Henry  and 
Lydia  (Andrews)  Smith,  were  both  born  in  North- 
ampton countv,  whence  at  an  early  dav  thev  came  to 
Monroe  county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  byes. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Schaffer  is  a 
strong  Democrat,  and  in  1877  he  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace,  wliicn  office  he  most  creditably  and 
satisfactorily  filled  some  fifteen  years.  He  is  an 
active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  ueacon  ten  years 
and  as  elder  five  years ; was  a delegate  several  times 
to  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  and  also  a delegate 
to  the  general  Synod  at  Akron,  Ohio.  For  six  years 
he  was  a director  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Co.  of  Monroe  County ; for  three  years  was 
secretary  of  the  school  board,  of  Fldred  township ; 
for  six  years  was  auditor  of  the  same  townsbio ; and 
for  twelve  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Kunkel- 
town  Union  Sunday-school,  under  whom  was  kept 
the  first  Picnic  and  Christmas  Festival  in  1877.  At 
all  times  under  all  circumstances  he  is  an  honor- 
able, u aright  man,  well  worthy  of  the  high  regard 
in  which  he  is  held. 

WILLIAM  SMITH,  a wealthy  retired  resident 
of  Stroudsburg,  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Monroe  county  for 
many  years,  and  has  also  been  extensively  engaged 
in  business  operations  of  various  kinds,  his  uniform 
success  in  his  enterprises  showing  that  he  possesses 
sound  judgment  as  well  as  energy.  He  has  also 
taken  an  influential  part  in  politics,  and  for  nearly 
a quarter  of  a century  he  has  held  office  in  his 
locality. 

In  the  paternal  line  Mr.  Smith  is  of  English  de- 
scent, while  on  the  maternal  side  he  comes  of  thrifty 
German  stock.  The  paternal  grandfather,  James 
Smith,  who  'was  born  in  England,  came  to  America 
at  an  early  day  and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  died.  He  left  two  sons,  Alexan- 
der, our  subject's  father,  and  James  (deceased), 
who  conducted  a retail  grocery  in  Philadelphia. 

Alexander  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject,  lo- 
cated in  Ross  township,  Monroe  county,  in  early 
manhood,  and  engaged  in  business  as  a tanner.  He 
died  when  about  forty  years  old,  but  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Susannah  Rilbert,  survived 
him  many  years,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
two.  ■ She  was  born  in  Ross  township,  Monroe 
county,  in  1792,  a daughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
Rilbert,  who  came  from  Germany  soon  after  their 
marriage  and  located  upon  a farm.  Our  subject 
was  the  fourth  child  and  only  son  in  a family  of  five 
children,  and  is  now  the  only  survivor.  Eliza  and 
Christiana  never  married : Mary  was  the  wife  of 
Peter  Serfass ; and  Louisa  married  David  Misson. 

William  Smith  was  born  February  12,  1824,  in 


Ross  township,  Monroe  county,  and  after  attend- 
ing the  district  schools  of  that  locality  for  some 
years  he  studied  for  a year  and  a half  at  a public 
model  school  in  Philadelphia.  On  leaving  school 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  secured  employment  as  a 
farm  hand  at  $4  per  month  and  board,  and  after 
spending  six  months  in  this  work  he  found  a situa- 
tion in  the  fall  of  the  year  in  a store  at  Brodheads- 
ville.  Six  months  later  the  proprietor  failed,  and 
Mr.  Smith  entered  the  employ  of  a merchant  in 
Eldred  township,  Monroe  county,  with  whom  he 
remained  three  years.  For  a time  he  took  charge 
of  a farm  for  his  mother,  and  for  three  or  four  years 
he  taught  school  in  the  winter  seasons,  receiving 
from  $10  to  $12  per  month.  As  he  could  read  and 
write  English  and  German,  he  taught  both  lan- 
guages. Farming  proved  to  be  a congenial  occu- 
pation, and  for  many  years  he  carried  on  general 
agricultural  work  while  engaged  in  other  business, 
mainly  of  a public  nature.  About  the  year  1850  he 
and  his  sister  Louisa  organized  the  first  Sunday- 
school  in  Ross  township,  furnishing  the  larger 
amount  of  the  funds  for  the  work.  For  twenty 
years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  resigning  the 
position  when  he  removed  from  the  township,  and 
during  that  time  he  held  the  office  of  county  treas- 
urer, being  elected  in  1859.  From  1854  to  1861  he 
carried  on  a general  mercantile  business  in  Ross 
township.  During  this  period  he  became  a stock- 
holder in  the  first  bank  organized  in  the  county, 
and  some  years  later  he  became  a director  of  the 
bank,  which  position  he  holds  at  the  present.  In 
1864  he  engaged  in  milling  which  he  followed  for  a 
year.  He  then  traded  his  mill  for  a new  farm  where 
he  resided  for  some  time,  but  later  he  returned  to 
the  old  homestead,  which  he  continued  to  culti- 
vate until  1873,  being  also  engaged  during  much  of 
the  time  in  supplying  bark  for  a tannery.  In  1883 
he  retired  from  active  work,  and  on  May  10,  1887, 
he  removed  to  Stroudsburg,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  Stroudsburg.  On  June  16, 
1869,  he  married  Miss  Anna  M.  Snyder,  who  was 
born  in  1832,  at  Snyderville,  Monroe  countv.  The 
only  child  of  this  union.  Mary  Ellen,  born  October 
4,  1870,  received  an  excellent  education,  and  was 
.married  February  1,  1885,  to  Layton  Weiss.  They 
have  two  sons,  Francis  S.  Weiss  and  William  B. 
Weiss. 

CLAYTON  YALE,  a prosperous  and  sub- 
stantial citizen  of  Lebanon  township,  is  one  of 
Wavne  countv’s  honored  sons,  his  birth  occurring 
.-Vug ust  6,  1832,  in  the  township  where  he  still  con- 
tinues to  make  his  home.  His  father,  Seth  Yale, 
was  a native  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  born  Seotember 
13,  1786,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Wayne 
countv,  becoming  a resident  of  Alt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship in  t8o6.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Ezra  Yale,  was  a wefl-to-do  Connecticut 
farmer.  He  served  as  colonel  in  the  Revolutionary 


918 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


war.  Besides  Seth,  he  had  two  other  sons,  Norman 
and  Elijah,  both  of  whom  were  soldiers  in  the  war 
of  18x2. 

Seth  Yale  was  married,  September  23,  1808, 
to  Miss  Betsey  Biglow,  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  a daughter  of  James  Biglow,  one  of  the  heroes 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  who  in  1808  located  in 
Wayne  county,  becoming  one  of  its  honored  pio- 
neers. In  1812  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yale  located  upon 
a tract  of  land  in  Lebanon  township  which  became 
the  homestead  of  the  family.  Throughtout  his 
active  business  life  be  followed  the  occupations  of 
a lumberman  and  farmer,  and  was  also  an  en- 
thusiastic hunter,  at  one  time  being  so  nearly 
killed  by  a bear  that  it  was  three  weeks  before  he 
was  able  to  leave  home.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years,  and  the  mother,  who  survived 
him,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years ; 
both  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a large  cir- 
cle of  friends  and  acquaintances.  In  the  family 
of  this  worthy  couple  were  children  as  follows : 
Seth  and  Franklin,  both  now  deceased;  Eliza,  wife 
of  G.  P.  Bass;  Tryphena,  who  married  Philo 
Sherwood,  both  now  deceased ; Norman,  a prom- 
inent citizen  of  Wayne  county,  who  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below ; Mary,  deceased ; Ezra,  a resi- 
dent of  Lebanon  township  ; Clayton,  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch;  and  Elijah  and  Treplence, 
both  deceased. 

Norman  Yale  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead, received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  locality,  and  since  starting  out  in  life  for  himself 
has  devoted  his  energies  principally  to  the  lumber 
business.  He  has  been  and  still  is  one  of  the  few 
great  hunters  of  Wayne  county,  and  is  a man  very 
popular  with  all  classes,  being  kind-hearted,  and 
broad  and  liberal  in  his  views.  He  is  unmarried, 
and  is  living  on  the  old  home  place  with  his  brother 
Clayton. 

Like  his  brother  Norman,  Clayton  Yale  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the  home  farm,  and  when 
not  attending  school  he  assisted  in  the  labors  of 
field  and  meadow,  obtaining  a good  practical 
knowledge  of  farm  work  in  its  various  depart- 
ments. He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  most 
desirable  places  in  Lebanon  township,  comprising 
400  acres  of  fertile  and  well-cultivated  land,  on 
which  have  been  erectecLa  pleasant  residence  and 
good  outbuildings.  Clayton  Yale  wedded  Miss 
Laura  Adams,  a daughter  of  William  Adams,  and 
of  the  children  born  to  them  five  are  vet  living: 
Emogene,  wife  of  James  Taylor,  of  Lebanon  town- 
ship; Eliza,  at  home;  Eunice,  wife  of  Rev.  John 
Knox,  of  Sayre,  Penn. ; Florence,  wife  of  A.  Cort- 
right,  sheriff  of  Wayne  county,  and  a resident  of 
Honesdale;  and  William,  who  married  Lillian 
LaTourette,  daughter  of  Jackson  LaTourette,  of 
Lebanon  township,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 
Three  children  of  the  family  are  deceased : a son 
in  infancy ; Ida  at  the.  age  of  fifteen  vears ; and 
Vernie,  the  youngest  child,  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

Mr.  Yale  is  a stalwart  supporter  of  the  Re- 


publican party,  and  for  years  has  most  efficiently 
served  as  a member  of  the  school  board.  He  is 
an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he 
is  an  active  and  prominent  member,  and  his  de- 
votion to  the  public  good  is  unquestioned,  arising 
froifi  a sincere  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  fellow 
men.  His  career  has  ever  been  such  as  to  warrant 
the  trust  and  confidence  so  freely  accorded  him. 

WILLIAM  BLANKENBUSH,  who  as  a 
farmer  and  blacksmith  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  development  and  prosperity  of  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county,  for  over  a quarter  of  a 
century,  is  a native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  born 
October  18,  1825,  and  is  a son  of  George  and 
Sarah  (Boring)  Blankenbush,  also  natives  of  that 
kingdom.  In  1851  he  and  his  son  emigrated  to 
America  and  located  in  New  York  City,  where  the 
father  farmed  and  the  son  followed  his  trade,  that 
of  a blacksmith,  for  several  years.  The  father  also 
lived  for  a time  in  Hoboken-,  N.  J.,  and  engaged  in 
farming  in  that  State,  after  which  he  removed  to 
the  West,  where  he  died.  Several  of  their  ten  chil- 
dren died  in  infancy,  those  who  reached  years  of 
maturity  being  Frederick  and  John,  who  both  re- 
mained in  Germany ; Elizabeth,  who  is  married  and 
also  lives  in  that  country;  and  William,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

William  Blankenbush  accompanied  his  father 
on  his  emigration  to  the  New  AYorld,  and  for  some 
years  made  his  home  in  New  York  City,  but  in 
1871  became  a resident  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  has  since  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  blacksmithing,  now  carrying  on 
operations  along-  those  lines  with  the  assistance  of 
his  son.  He  has  a good  thirty-acre  farm,  all 
cleared  and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  while 
the  improvements  are  first-class  in  every  respect. 
Mr.  Blankenbush  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Moravian  Church,  of  Newfoundland,  Wayne 
county. 

Mr.  Blankenbush  has  been  twice  married,  his 
first  union  being  with  Miss  Anna  Donallev,  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  who  departed  this  life  after  eleven 
years  of  married  life,  and  the  four  children  born 
to  them  are  also-  deceased.  In  New  York  City, 
May  14,  1862,  he  was' married,  by  Rev.  F.  Geisen- 
heimer.  a Lutheran  minister,  to  Miss  Christina 
Iviihner,  who  was  born  December  8,  1845,  in 

Wurtemberg,  Germany,  of  which  province  her  par- 
ents, Gotlieb  and  Elizabeth  (Loefleri  Kiihner,  were 
also  natives.  On  coming  to  America  the  family  lo- 
cated in  New  York  City,  where  .the  father  was  em- 
ployed as  a carpenter.  His  parents  were  Frederick 
and  Catherine  (Van  Frank)  Kiihner,  while  his  wife 
was  a dr  u filter  of  Jacob  Loefler,  who  spent  his  en- 
tire life  in  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kiihner  had 
j five  children:  Elizabeth.  now  the  widow  of  George 
| Sang,  and  a resident  of  New  York  City;  Sophia, 
1 deceased  wife  of  John  Stork,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J. ; 
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Fredericka,  widow  of  Henry  Young,  of  Hoboken, 
N.  J. ; Christina,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Caroline, 
wife  of  Peter  Mavus,  of  Richfield  Park,  New 
Jersey. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blanken- 
bush,  Henrietta,  born  August  I,  1863,  is  the  wife 
of  John  Mavus,  of  Richfield  Park,  N.  J.  William 
S.,  born  September  28,  1865,  assists  his  father  in 
the  farm  work ; he  married  Carrie  Humple,  of 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  who  died  in  Oc- 
tober, 1897.  John  A.,  born  June  27,  1867,  married 
Elizabeth  Olsomer,  of  Greene  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  and  lives  in  Wilkes  Barre,  this  State. 
Carrie  J.,  born  October  14,  1869,  died  April  25, 
1870.  Alice,  born  August  19,  1871.  is  the  wife  of 
William  Mathews,  of  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county; 
Bernard,  born  September  28,  1873,  died  July  17, 
1886;  and  Richard  C.,  born  November  10,  1875, 
is  at  home  with  his  parents. 

EDGAR  L.  HITCHCOCK,  a wide-awake  and 
energetic  farmer  carrying  on  operations  in  Scott 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  meeting  with  a well- 
deserved  success  in  his  undertakings,  was  born  June 
27,  1841,  in  Gilboa,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a grandson 
of  Levi  Hitchcock,  whose  father  was  a colonel  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Many  interesting  incidents  are 
related  of  the  early  trials  and  achievements  of  mem- 
bers of  this  prominent  and  highly  respected  family. 

Sylvester  Hitchcock  (our  subject’s  father)  was 
a native  of  Durham,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  on  at- 
taining man’s  estate  married  Miss  Julia  Maria  Jami- 
son, daughter  of  Timothy  and  Mary  Jamison,  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.  For  many  years  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hitchcock  resided  in  Jeffersonville,  N.  Y.,  and  then 
removed  to  Callicoon.  that  State,  where  the  father 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years  ; she  is  still  liv- 
ing, her  home  being  in  Long  Eddy,  Sullivan  Co.,  N. 
Y.  The  children  born  to  them  were  Edgar  L. ; 
Mary  E.  (deceased)  ; George;  and  Julia  E.,  wife  of 
William  Peak,  who  was  a Union  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war. 

From  his  birthplace  Edgar  L.  Hitchcock  re- 
moved to  Jeffersonville,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  when 
in  his  ninth  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war 
he  laid  aside  all  personal  interests  and  joined  the 
56th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Charles  Van  Wyck, 
remaining  in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased  in 
1865.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks, 
went  with  Gen.  Foster  to  Hilton  Head  : was  with 
Gen.  Gillmore  at  the  siege  of  those  islands,  and  was 
with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea. 
After  the  war  Mr.  Hitchock  returned  to  Callicoon, 
Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  later  removed  to  Great  Bend, 
Penn.,  where  he  spent  thre  years,  and  then  came  to 
Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  has  since 
successfully  engaged  in  farming. 

In  1867  A I r.  Hitchcock  wedded.  Miss  Mary 
Rockwell,  daughter  of  William  and  Louise  (Mv- 
reck)  Rockwell.  She  died  November  26,  1875,  and 
he  afterward  married  Miss  Althea  Shue,  who  was 
born  in  Scott  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  was 
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educated  at  Deposit,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Ezra  H. 
Shue,  was  a native  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
a son  of  John  and  Nelly  (Lane)  Shue.  In  Har- 
mony township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  Ezra  H. 
Shue,  married  Miss  Vashti  Wright,  who  was  born 
in  Hales  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  February  16,  1821,  a daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Betsy  E.  (Dickinson)  Wright.  Mr. 
Wright  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1777,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  In  1868  Ezra  IT.  Shue, 
who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  located  at  Maple 
Hill,  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest. 
Politically  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  relig- 
iously was  a faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Sherman.  Flis  wife,  a most  estimable 
lady,  died  December  20,  1899,  aged  seventy-seven 
years.  In  the  last  few  years  of  her  life  she  had 
pieced  many  quilts,  one  of  which  contained  2,902 
pieces  and  drew  a prize.  Their  children  were : 
Ward,  now  a resident  of  Axtell,  Kearney  Co.,  Neb. ; 
Althea,  wife  of  our  subject;  Edward  Allen,  who 
died  when  in  his  twenty-third  year ; and  Elizabeth 
F.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Politically  Mr.  Hitchcock  is  a Republican,  and 
while  an  energetic  member  of  his  party  he  is  a 
man  of  broad  and  liberal  views,  always  willing  to 
accord  to  others  their  right  of  opinion.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  Capt.  Oliver  Mumford  Post 
No.  373,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Starrucca,  and  himself  and 
wife  are  both  leading  and  active  members  of  the 
Sherman  Presbyterian  Church.  They  are  held  in 
high  regard  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their 
acquaintance,  and  their  friends  are  many. 

NAT  HAN  B.  SHERWOOD,  a wide-awake 
and  successful  agriculturist,  owns  and  occupies  a 
good  farm  of  ninety-five  acres,  pleasantly  located 
near  the  village  of  Pleasant  Mount,  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township,  Wayne  county.  He  thoroughly  un- 
derstands his  chosen  calling,  and  is  justlv  num- 
bered among  the  most  progressive  as  well  as  re- 
liable farmers  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Sherwood  was  born  in  Sullivan  county t 
N.  Y.,  December  30,  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Bradley 
Sherwood,  a native  of  Connecticut,  of  English 
origin.  The  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Eliza  Burr,  and  was  a daughter  of  Raleigh  Burr, 
also  a native  of  Connecticut.  In  1842  the  family 
came  to  Wavne  county,  Penn.,  in  company  with 
the  family  of  our  subject’s  uncle,  John  F.  Sher- 
wood. The  mother  had  previously  died  in  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  but  the  father’s  death  occurred  'in 
Nebraska,  when  lie  had  attained  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years.  Both  were  earnest  and  and  faithful 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  po- 
litical sentiment  Mr.  Sherwood  was  first  a Whig, 
later  a Republican.  By  occupation  he  was  a farm- 
er. The  children  of  the  family  were:  Nathan  B., 
Oliver  S.,  Stella,  Polly,  Lotta,  Josephine,  Rosa 
Yalt  and  Bradley. 

Upon  the  home  farm  in  Alt.  Pleasant  township 
Nathan  B.  Sherwood  grew  to  manhood,  attending 
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the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  when  his 
services  were  not  needed  in  the  fields.  On  starting 
out  in  life  for  himself,  he  worked  as  a teamster  and 
a farm  hand  for  a time.  In  May,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  6th  P.  V.  I.  He  was  in  a number  of 
severe  engagements,  including  the  hotly-contested 
battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Seven  Pines,  where 
he  contracted  a severe  cold,  which  made  him  an 
invalid  for  some  time,  being  confined  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  also  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  in  October,  1864, 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service,  after 
which  he  returned  home. 

In  June,  1865,  Mr.  Sherwood  was  married  to 
Miss  Eliza  Gellatte,  who  was  born  in  Thompson, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  of  French  lineage. 
To  her  parents,  Stephen  and  Angeline  (Hall) 
Gellatte,  were  born  eight  children,  namely : Vilana, 
Cynthia,  Thankful,  Eliza,  Diana,  Diantha,  Luella 
and  Wellington.  The  father,  who  was  a Republi- 
can in  politics  and  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
Susquehanna  county,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years ; the  mother  departed  this  life  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-six.  Capt.  Genatte,  Mrs.  Sherwood's 
great-grandfather,  was  one  of  the  earlv  settlers  of 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  died  at  the  extreme  old 
age  of  one  hundred  and  four  vears.  Her  grandfa- 
ther, Robert  Gellatte,  was  the  founder  of  the  pretty 
town  of  Gelatt,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sherwood  have  three  children : Mary,  now 
the  wife  of  Fred  Salsbury,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Wayne  county;  and  John  F.  and  Elizzie  Elva, 
both  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Sherwood  is  a firm  believer  in 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  at  elec- 
tions always  casts  his  ballot  for  that  organization. 
At  all  times  he  is  a supporter  of  every  measure 
which  he  believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit,  or 
will  advance  the  interests  of  his  community.  In 
the  Presbyterian  Church  he  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership, and  as  an  active  member  of  the  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union  she  has  done  a great 
deal  of  good  for  the  temperance  cause. 

SOLOMON  W.  SAMPSON  is  now  pleasantly 
situated  in  Dyberry  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  owns  a valuable  farm  of  between  twenty-seven 
and  twenty-eight  acres  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  improved  with  excellent  buildings  includ- 
ing a handsome  residence — in  fact  it  is  one  of  the 
very  best  places  of  the.  township.  He  has  had  a 
varied  career,  and  for  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  in  life  he  deserves  great  credit. 

Solomon  Sampson,'  Sr.,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  the  boundary  line  between  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut,  and  was  a son  of  William  Samp- 
son, a native  of  Connecticut  and  a descendant  of  one 
Henry  Sampson,  who  came  over  in  the  “Mayflower.” 
William  Sampson  wedded  a Miss  Ames,  and  fol- 
followed  farming  as  an  occupation.  Their  children 
were  Solomon,  Sr.,  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812; 


Levi,  also  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812;  Eliza,  who 
married  Samuel  Roberts,  reared  two  sons,  Samuel 
and  George,  and  resided  in  the  city  of  New  York 
until  the  decease  of  Mr.  Roberts,  when  she  moved  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  she  made  her  home  for  a time 
with  her  brothers  and  sisters.  Here  she  met  Col. 
John  Schenck,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  whom  she 
afterward  married  and  lived  with  until  his  decease. 
She  lived  many  years  his  widow,  and  a pensioner. 
Fanny,  who  married  William  Ferguson ; they  settled 
and  cleared  a farm  in  a wilderness  that  is  now  a part 
of  the  city  of  Scranton,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn. 
Olive,  who  married  Warellam  Day,  a native  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn. ; they  bought  an  improved  farm  in  South 
Canaan,  and  resided  there  until  their  deaths  ; she  was 
a noble  woman — peace  be  with  her  ashes.  Sophia, 
who  married  Luther  Hoadlev,  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, lived  and  died  on  their  homestead  farm  in 
Canaan  township.  Levi,  William,  Elijah  and  Ward 
all  bought  and  cleared  farms  in  the  wilderness  of 
South  Canaan,  made  comfortable  and  good  homes, 
and  raised  respected  families  except  Levi,  who  died 
childless  when  over  four-score  years.  All  of  the  above 
were  strictly  law-abiding  people.  The  above  fur- 
nished in  all  nine' faithful  soldiers  for  the  LTnion,  and 
not  one  for  the  lost  cause. 

Solomon  Sampson,  Sr.,  married  Elizabeth 
Clark,  a native  of  New  London  county,  Conn.  All 
of-  their  eight  children  were  born  in  the  latter  State, 
and  in  1845  the  family  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
locating  in  Canaan  township,  where  the  father  died 
six  weeks  after  their  arrival.  The  children  were  as 
follows:  Bartlett  P.  was  killed  while  employed  by 

the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co. ; William  Pitt  became  a 
sailor,  making  four  voyages  on  whaling  ships  to  the 
Arctic  regions,  and  died  while  in  the  far  North; 
Alexander  was  drowned  when  a small  boy ; Maria 
(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Janies  Nichol;  Sophia 
(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  William  Glossenger,  of 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county;  Christopher  L.,  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war  in  Battery  F,  5th  U.  S. 
Artillery,  died  in  Green  Castle,  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.  ; 
Solomon  W.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; and 
Henry  A.,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war  in  Company  M, 
17th  P.  V.  C.,  is  now  employed  at  Wavmart,  Wayne 
county,  by  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Company. 

Solomon  W.  Sampson  was  born  in  New  Lon- 
don, Conn.,  August  16,  1839,  ar>d  accompanied  the 
family  on  their  removal  to  Wayne  county.  His 
mother  married  a second  time,  and  moved  to  Forest 
City,  Penn.,  but  our  subject  returned  to  Wayne 
county,  living  with  an  uncle,  Wareham  Day,  in 
South  Canaan  township,  who  allowed  him  to  attend 
school  in  the  winter,  while  through  the  summer 
months  he  worked  in  the  fields.  His  opportunities 
tor  gaining  an  education  were  .extremely  limited, 
however,  yet  by  thorough  reading  and  observation 
he  has  gained  a practical  knowledge  of  business  af- 
fairs. For  one  year  he  was  employed  on  the  Grav- 
ity railroad,  which  was  then  operated  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Coal  Co.,  running  between  Scranton  and 
Hawlev.  He  also  worked  for  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
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son  Canal  Co.  for  a time,  and  then  returned  to 
farming. 

On  September  5,  1861,  Mr.  Sampson  enlisted  in 
Battery  I,  5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  was  with  the  army 
of  the  Potomac  under  Gens.  McClellan  and  Burn- 
side. He  participated  in  the  Peninsula  campaign,  the 
seven-days'  fight,  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and 
the  battles  of  Antietam  and  Fredericksburg.  After 
the  last  named  he  went  to  the  hospital  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C\,  as  he  was  unfit  for  further  duty,  having 
contracted  rheumatism  while  in  the  Virginia 
marshes.  Being  honorably  discharged  March  18, 
1863,  he  went  to  New  York,  where  he  received  med- 
ical treatment.  He  has  been  almost  helpless,  being 
unable  to  walk,  for  the  past  twenty-three  years.  Pie 
enlisted  as  a private,  was  promoted  to  corporal,  and 
later  became  a gunner,  being  considered  one  of  the 
best  in  the  battery. 

About  a year  after  leaving  the  army,  being 
somewhat  improved  in  health,  Mr.  Sampson  again 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co., 
and  was  later  a conductor  on  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
son railroad,  holding  that  position  until  completely 
disabled  by  rheumatism,  when  he  went  into  business 
In  Carbondale,  Penn.  On  selling  his  interest  there, 
he  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Dyberry  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home. 

At  Bethany,  V ayne  county,  Mr.  Sampson  was 
married  April  27,  1865,  by  Rev.  E.  O.  Ward,  to 
Miss  Ann  E.  Bodie,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Car- 
oline (Faatz)  Bodie,  a sketch  of  whom  is  given 
elsewhere,  in  connection  with  C.  W.  Bodie.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sampson  have  been  born  the  following- 
children:  (1)  Blanche  E.,  born  November  5, 

1866,  is  now  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Lipper.  (2)  Llewel- 
lyn Ewin,  born  October  14,  1871,  died  August  21, 
1872.  (3)  Ella  M.,  born  October  15,  1874,  is  the 

wife  of  John  T.  Jackson,  and  has  two  children,  Bruce 
Sampson,  horn  September  12,  1895,  and  Harland 
H.,  born  July  28,  1897.  (4)  Inez,  born  August  5, 

1877,  died  April  12,  1878.  (5)  Willard  Blaine, 

born  May  5,  1879,  died  April  26,  1889.  (6-7)  Lu- 

cia and  Lulu  (twins)  were  born  September  7,  1883, 
and  the  latter  died  April  26,  1889.  (8)  Anna,  born 

January  22,  1886,  completes  the  family. 

Socially,  Mr.  Sampson  is  an  honored  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  the  F.  & A.  M.,  while,  politically, 
he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  taking  a deep  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  but  caring  noth- 
ing for  public  office.  He  possesses  in  an  eminent 
degree  all  the  qualifications  which  go  to  make  up  a 
good  citizen  and  honorable  business  man,  and  has 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

EDWARD  S.  hOOTE,  deceased.  “Whoever 
leaves  behind  him  a record  of  a noble  life  has  be- 
queathed to  posterity  an  enduring  source  of  good." 
and  in  the  life  of  this  brave  soldier  and  upright 
citizen  there  was  much  that  was  worthy  of  emula- 
tion. Without  seeking  public  honors,  he  was  al- 
wavs  ready  to  fulfill  the  dutv  of  the  hour,  and  dur- 


ing Ills  long  residence  in  Harmony  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  his  fellow  citizens  frequently 
called  him  to  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 

Mr.  Foote  was  born  October  3,  1828,  in 

Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Andrew  and 
Roxana  Foote,  and  a member  of  one  of  the  old  and 
highly  respected  families  of  that  section.  During 
boyhood  our  subject  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  on 
completing  his  course  he  engaged  in  teaching,  in 
which  he  met  with  marked  success,  being  employed 
for  some  time  in  the  district  and  advanced  schools 
of  Broome  and  Schuylkill  counties.  Soon  after 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
1st  N.  Y.  Cav.,  with  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  struggle.  In  1865  he  married  Miss 
Emma  S.  Watson,  of  Franklin,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  made  his  permanent  home  in  that  county, 
purchasing  a farm  on  the  Belmont  turnpike,  one 
mile  east  of  Lanesboro.  He  cleared  and  improved 
the  place,  making  a most  attractive  homestead,  and 
the  present  residence  was  built  by  him  in  1879.  For 
many  years  he  was  active  in  the  work  of  the  local 
Republican  organization,  and  at  times  he  held  of- 
fice in  the  township,  serving  a number  of  terms  as 
poormaster,  school  director  and  supervisor.  He 
died  May  27,  1894,  and  was  sincerely  lamented  in 
the  community,  his  comrades  in  the  local  lodge 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Lanesboro  paying  appro- 
priate tributes  to  his  memory.  Mrs.  Foote  sur- 
vives her  husband  with  two  children : ( 1 ) Myron 
was  born  May  29,  1867,  at  the  present  homestead 
where  he  still  resides,  and  was  carefully  educated 
under  the  personal  direction  of  his  father.  He  is 
naturally  gifted  as  a mechanic,  and  is  engaged  in 
business  as  a mason  and  contractor.  He  married 
Miss  Leona  Dodge,  of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county, 
and  has  one  son,  Lloyd  E.  (2)  Cora,  born  May  27, 
1874,  at  the  homestead,  was  educated  by  her  fa- 
ther and  by  private  tutors,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Jesse  Mavo,  a farmer  in  Great  Bend  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Grace. 

Mrs.  Emma  (Watson)  Foote,  who  is  much 
esteemed  among  her  large  circle  of  friends,  was 
born  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  her  parents,  Andrew  and  Susan  (Webster) 
Watson,  were  earlv  settlers.  Her  father  was  a na- 
tive of  New  York  State,  and  her  mother  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  a daughter  of  Rev.  John  Webster 
and  his  wife,  Prudence  Merrit.  Rev.  Mr.  \\  ebster 
was  one  of  the  first  Baptist  ministers  to  locate  in 
Susquehanna  county,  and  for  many  years  he 
preached  the  Gospel  there,  making  long  journeys 
through  the  wilderness  to  visit  the  various  settle- 
ments. 

PETER  IvELLAM,  one  of  the  brave  defend- 
ers of  the  Union  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
is  to-dav  one  of  the  leading-  and  representative  citi- 
zens of  Manchester  township,  Wayne  county.  He 
was  horn  at  Coolev,  in  that  township,  September 
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22,  1828,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and  Hannah  Kellam, 
a sketch  of  whom  is  given  in  connection  with  that 
of  H.  P.  Kellam  elsewhere.  During  his  minority 
our  subject  obtained  an  excellent  education  in  the 
schools  of  Troy  and  Waverly,  Penn.,  which  has 
well  fitted  him  for  the  responsible  duties  of  busi- 
ness life,  and  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  he  engaged  in  lumbering  with  his  father. 

In  July,  1862,  Mr.  Kellam  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  143rd  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Benjamin 
Reynolds.  He  recruited  forty-two  men  in  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  and  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  with 
them  proceeded  to  Monticello,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  appointed  orderly  sergeant  of  his  company  and 
was  sworn  into  the  United  States  service  in  Au- 
gust, 1862.  The  regiment  then  went  to  Washington, 
D.  C.,  by  way  of  New  York  City,  and  was  placed  in 
Hooker's  army,  nth  Army  Corps.  For  one  year  it 
did  picket  duty  around  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  in  the 
summer  of  1863  was  transferred  to  Suffolk,  where 
it  remained  for  three  or  four  months,  after  which 
it  returned  to  Yorktown,  thence  marching  to  West 
Point,  Va.  There  they  participated  in  a skirmish 
with  Lee’s  army,  and  Fitzhugh  Lee  was  wounded 
and  the  Rebels  driven  back.  On  July  4,  1863, 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Hampton  Roads, 
Va.,  and  was  sent  to  re-enforce  Mead’s  army 
at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  it  was 
held  in  reserve.  The  regiment  took  part 
in  the  hard-fought  battle  of  Resaca,  where  the 
Union  batteries  were  taken  but  were  afterward 
recaptured,  and  a large  number  of  the  enemy  were 
killed,  while  the  Union  loss  was  also  heavy.  The 
regiment  was  then  transported  to  Bridgeport,  Ala., 
by  way  of  Gainesville,  and  in  November  marched 
to  Lookout  Mountain,  participating  in  the  engage- 
ment at  that  place.  1 hey  took  part  in  the  siege  of 
Knoxville,  and  in  December  returned  to  Bridge- 
port, Ala.,  where  they  went  into  winter  quarters. 
In  the  following  spring  they  were  in  the  four-days’ 
battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  the  engagement  at 
Buzzards  Roost,  and  all  others  against  Johnston’s 
army  during  the  march  to  Atlanta,  including  the 
battles  of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Dallas,  Culp’s  Farm, 
Round  Top,  etc.  After  the  surrender  of  Atlanta 
they  remained  at  that  place  for  a time,  and  then 
marched  to  Savannah,  driving  the  Rebels  back  to 
the  sea,  where  they  finally  surrendered  to  Gen. 
Sherman.  Crossing  the  river  into  South  Caro- 
lina, they  took  part  in  the  three-days’  battle  of 
Bentonville,  where  the  lieutenant  of  our  subject’s 
company  was  shot.  Mr.  Kellam  then  had  command 
until  wounded  in  the  left  leg  during  the  same  en- 
gagement. He  was  first  taken  to  Morehead  City, 
N.  C.,  and  later  to  David  Island  Hospital,  New 
York,  where  he  remained  four  months,  during 
which  time  he  contracted  black  fever.  He  was 
then  granted  a thirty-days’  furlough  which  he 
spent  at  home,  at  the  end  of  that  time  reporting 
for  duty  at  the  hospital,  where  he  was  honorably 
discharged  June  8,  1865,  as  first  sergeant  of  Com- 
pany G,  143rd  N.  Y.  V.  I. 


Reurning  home,  Air.  Kellam  accepted  the ’po- 
sition as  manager  of  Thomas  Barnes’  sawmill  busi- 
ness at  Hawley,  where  he  remained  for  several 
years.  He  then  came  hack  to  the  old  home  at  Little 
Equinunk,  and  has  since  given  his  attention  to  the 
operation  of  the  farm  when  not  discharging  the 
duties  of  some  official  position.  He  has  several 
times  been  elected  to  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and 
for  some  years  was  the  efficient  and  popular  post- 
master at  Braham.  Fraternally  he  is  a prominent 
member  of  Scudder  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  politically 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 

WILLIAM  DUSENBERRY,  the  present 
postmaster  of  Dingmans  Ferry,  Pike  county,  is  the 
junior  member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Smith  & 
Dusenberry,  the  leading  merchants  of  the  village, 
and  as  a public-spirited  citizen  he  is.  thoroughly 
interested  in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  material 
welfare  of  the  community. 

A native  of  Pike  county,  Mr.  Dusenberry  was 
born  in  Delaware  township,  April  17,  1859,  and  is 
a son  of  Abram  and  Mary  J.  (Stoll)  Dusenberry, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until 
the  spring  of  1856,  when  they  became  residents  of 
Delaware  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  but  in  1861 
they  returned  to  their  native  county.  There  the 
father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in 
1867,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  and  was  buried 
in  Bevans  cemetery,  N.  J.  His  children  were  Mar- 
garetta,  deceased;  William;  Susie,  wife  of  John  P. 
Van  Etten,  who  is  engaged  in  the  telephone  business 
at- Conashaugh,  Pike  county;  and  Edmond,  who 
died  when  young.  After  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band the  mother  married  John  S.  De  Pue,  who  died 
in  1887,  and  she  now  makes  her  home  in  Milford, 
Pike  county.  The  children  born  of  this  union  were 
Mary  E.,  who  is  with  her  mother;  and  Roy,  de- 
ceased. 

Upon  the  home  farm  William  Dusenberry  grew 
to  manhood,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  accepted 
a position  as  clerk  with  James  M.  Stoll,  at  Haines- 
ville,  N.  J.,  where  he  remained  for  six  months,  re- 
turning home  at  the  end  of  that  time.  In  the  follow- 
ing fall  he  entered  Coleman’s  Business  College, 
Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  graduated  in  Febru- 
ary, 1884,  and  until  the  spring  of  1885  he  remained 
on  the  home  farm.  He  was  partner  in  the  mercan- 
tile establishment  of  Smith  & Dusenberry,  at  Layton, 
N.  J.,  until  October,  1891,  when  they  opened  a 
branch  store  at  Dingmans  Ferry.  He  had  previously 
served  as  postmaster  at  Layton,  and  in  October, 
1897,  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Dingman’s  Ferry, 
a position  he  is  now  filling  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  He  is  a first-class  business  man, 
and  as  a citizen  he  is  enterprising  and  progressive. 
The  Republican  party  finds  in  him  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  its  principles,  and  he  is  now  ably  serving 
as  a member  of  the  county  committee.  Religiously 
he  holds  membership  in  the  Reformed  Church. 

On  September  23,  1896,  at  Layton,  N.  J.,  Mr. 
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Dusenberry  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Es- 
tella  M.  Bevans,  a native  of  that  place,  where  her 
parents,  Dayton  and  Elizabeth  (Schooley)  Bevans, 
still  reside.  Her  father  was  born  in  1844,  a son  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Bell)  Bevans,  and  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  farming  in  Sandyston  township, 
Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.  In  1866  he  married  Elizabeth 
Schooley,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  1846, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Martha  (Huff)  Schooley, 
and  two  children  graced  their  union:  Floyd  E., 
who  married  Elizabeth  Van  Gordon,  and  is  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  at  Egypt  Mills,  Penn.,  and 
Estella  M.,  wife  of  our  subject. 

WILLIAM  C.  COURTRIGHT,  the  well 
known  station  agent  and  postmaster  at  Lackawaxen, 
Pike  county,  needs  no  special  introduction  to  the 
readers  of  this  volume ; but  the  work  would  be  in- 
complete without  the  record  of  his  life,  as  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  county  for 
almost  thirty  years. 

Frederick  Courtright,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  Greenville,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  at  Coleville,  Sussex 
Co.,  N.  J.,  he  married  Miss  Didamia  Davenport,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Davenport  and  Sarah  (Win- 
field) Davenport.  Her  mother  was  one  of  four 
who  came  to  America  from  Holland  in  early  life. 
After  his  marriage  Frederick  Courtright  made  his 
home  in  Coleville,  N.  J.,  where  he  worked  as  a 
blacksmith  for  many  years.  He  died  in  1859,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-seven  years,  after  which  the  mother 
lived  with  our  subject  and  other  sons  until  she,  too, 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-one years.  The  children  of  the  family  were 
as  follows:  Micha,  who  lived  at  Coleville,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years ; Adam,  who  lived  for  some 
years  in  Illinois,  but  died  .at  Matamoras,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine;  Lydrana  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Decker  Dennis  and  lived  in 
Coleville,  N.  J. ; Alva,  who  followed  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  at  Branchville,  N.  J.,  for  many  vears ; George 
N.,  who  wedded  Mary  Austin,  and  lives  in  Cook 
county,  Minn,  (he  was  a soldier  in  the  Union  army 
during  the  Civil  war  for  three  years,  and  is  a black- 
smith by  trade)  : Tennie.  wife  of  Lewis  Richardson 
of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  who  was  a railroad  employe 
for  some  years,  and  is  now  a police  officer  at  Schb’tz 
Park,  that  place;  and  Nellie  C.  (deceased),  who 
married  James  K.  Osterhout,  who  was  a railroad 
man  living  at  Matamoras,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  died 
in  1898. 

William  C.  Courtright,  who  completes  the  fam- 
ily,  was  born  in  Coleville,  N.  T.,  September  28,  1845, 
and  as  he  was  a mere  boy  when  his  father  died  he 
was  earlv  forced  to  provide  for  his  own  mainten- 
nance.  For  two  years  he  worked  in  a smithy  with 
his  older  brothers,  and  then  learned  telegraphy, 
serving  as  operator  at  Shohola,  Pike  Co..  Penn.,  for 
one  year,  and  at  several  other  stations  on  the  Erie 
line.  He  was  next  in  the  dispatcher's  office  at  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y.,  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Shohola 


as  station  agent,  and  remained  at  that  place  fourteen 
years ; for  the  past  sixteen  years  he  has  been  sta- 
tion agent  at  Lackawaxen. 

At  Shohola,  in  December,  1870,  Mr.  Court- 
right  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jerusha 
Wood,  who  was  born  July  7,  1844,  a daughter  of 
Bradner  and  Elizabeth  (Micldaugh)  Wood.  Her 
paternal  grandparents  were  Charles  and  Phoebe 
Wood,  who  were  natives  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
and  there  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives.  The 
father,  Bradner  Wood,  was  born  in  Orange  county, 
February  2,  1816,  and  when  a young  man  came  to 
Pike  county,  Penn.  By  continual  reading  he  has 
always  kept  abreast  of  the  times,  was  an  Abolitionist 
before  the  Civil  war,  and  during  the  early  part  of 
that  struggle  was  in  some  danger,  due  to  his  ad- 
vanced ideas.  When  young  he  traveled  by  water  to 
New  Orleans,  La.,  where  he  was  employed  on  pub- 
lic works  for  a time,  but  finally  returned  to  the 
North  by  way  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers, 
and  then  overland  to  Pike  county,  Penn.  In  early 
life  he  was  an  extensive  lumberman,  but  later 
turned  bis  attention  to  farming  in  Shohola  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  where  he  and  his  wife  still  live, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know  them.  They 
were  married  in  Pike  county,  she  being  a native  of 
that  county,  born  May  8,  1818,  and  a daughter  of 
Levi  and  Margaret  (Van  Aukin)  Middaugh.  Mrs. 
Courtright  is  the  eldest  of  their  seven  children,  the 
others  being  James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  ; Phoebe  (deceased),  who  married  George  Mc- 
Carthy and  lived  in  Pike  county ; Rebecca  J.,  wife  of 
Thomas  Bradford,  of  Shohola  township;  John  F., 
who  married  Rebecca  Stephens,  and  is  now  on  his 
way  to  the  gold  fields  of  Klondike,  having  reached 
Dawson  City,  November  15,  1898;  Hattie  E.  (de- 
ceased), who  married  John  Stark,  and  lived  in  Ding- 
man  township.  Pike  county;  and  Levi  B.,  who  went 
to  Kansas  City,  Ivans.,  and  whose  whereabouts  are 
now  unknown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Courtright  have  five 
children:  Charles  G.,  born  December  5,  1873,  has 
been  baggage  master  at  Lackawaxen  for  the  past 
six  vears ; Ada,  who  was  graduated  at  the  Port  Jer- 
vis Academy  in  1897-  3- rid  has  successfully  taught 
three  terms  of  school  in  Sullivan  county.  N.  Y. ; 
William  B.,  who  also  attended  Port  Jervis  Academy 
and  has  taught  in  Shohola,  Pike  Co.,  Penn. ; Eliza- 
beth L.,  who  attended  the  same  institution  for  three 
years,  and  is  now  attending  Jamaica  State  Normal 
School ; and  John  W.,  who  is  preparing  himself  for 
teaching,  and  is  now  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Courtright’s  views  coincide  with 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  but  at  local 
elections  he  votes  for  the  best  man  regardless  of 
partv  affiliations,  and  he  has  most  acceptably  served 
as  township  and  county  committeeman,  and  as  town- 
ship auditor  at  Shohola.  In  July,  1897,  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Lackawaxen,  and,  as  the  du- 
ties of  that  office  have  never  been  more  capably  or 
satisfactorily  performed,  he  is  proving  a most 
* popular  official.  Since  attaining  his  majority  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  re- 
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ligiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  while  his  estimable  wife  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

JOHN  IRWIN,  a highly  respected  citizen  of 
Wayne  county,  now  living  retired  upon  his  farm 
in  Oregon  township,  was  born  in  Ireland,  March 
26,  1819.  The  first  of  this  family,  of  whom  we 
have  any  authentic  account,  was  his  grandfather, 
John  Irwin,  who  was  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Scotland,  whence  he  removed  to  County  Fer- 
managh, Ireland,  spending  his  last  vears  there.  In 
his  family  were  three  sons : James,  who  emigrated 
to  Canada,  where  he  died;  John,  the  father  of  our 
subject;  and  Edward,  who  resided  in  Ireland. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  born  "in  Scotland,  but 
was  married  in  Ireland.  In  1831  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and  first  located  at  Montreal,  Canada, 
where  he  remained  three  years.  The  family  then 
moved  to  the  Province  of  Ontario,  where  they 
bought  Coo  acres  of  land  in  Northumberland  comi- 
ty, and  on  selling  that  farm  went  farther  west,  each 
male  member  of  the  family  taking  up  a tract  of 
land  in  Huron  and  Bruce  counties.  The  children 
were. as  follows:  Francis  William  (now  deceased) 

was  a prominent  man  in  the  Dominion,  holding  the 
offices  of  commissioner  in  the  court  of  the  Queen’s 
bench,  notary  public,  officer  in  the  militia,  justice 
of  the  peace,  provincial  land  surveyor  and  post- 
master, and  he  also  had  the  authority  to  issue 
marriage  permits ; John  is  second  in  the  order  of 
birth  ; James  took  up  land  in  Canada,  but  afterward 
removed  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred ; Thomas  'makes  his  home  in  Wingham, 
Huron  Co.,  Canada;  William  is  a farmer  of  Bel- 
more,  the  same  county ; Mary  Jane  is  the  deceased 
wife  of  Archibald  Huston ; Margaret  is  the  widow 
of  John  Abraham;  Elizabeth  died  in  1896. 

The  public  schools  of  Ireland  afforded  our  sub- 
ject his  educational  privileges.  At  the  age  oi. 
twelve  years  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
emigration  to  the  New  World,  arriving  at  Mont- 
real, Canada,  at  about  the  time  the  Asiatic  cholera 
first  made  its  appearance  in  America,  and  he  can 
well  remember  seeing  the  dead  bodies  piled  into 
carts  and  hurried  away  through  the  almost  desert- 
ed streets.  In  Wellington,  Ontario,  Canada,  Mr. 
Irwin  was  married,  December  28,  1846,  to  Miss 
Helen  Afflack,  native  of  Scotland,  and  a daugher 
of  William  and  Janette  (Miller)  Afflack.  Four 
children  blessed  this  union,  namely:  Mary  Jane, 
born  November  8,  1847,  is  now  deceased;  William, 
born  January  16,  1849,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years;  William  Afflack,  born  May  20,  1850,  is 
deceased:  and  Helen,  born  April  1,  1852,  is  the 
wife  of  Alex.  Orr.  The  wife  and  mother  departed 
this  life  April  11,  1852.  Mr.  Irwin  was  again  mar- 
ried, December  28,  1857,  in  Belmore,  Huron  Co., 
Canada,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mary 
MeEwen,  a daughter  of  David  and  Margaret  (Mc- 
Gregor) McEwen,  natives  of  Scotland.  Mrs.  Irwin 
was  born  in  Stirlingshire,  Scotland,  September  30, 


1829,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  Canada.  By  her  marriage  to  our 
subject  she  became  the  mother  of  the  following 
children:  Francis  William,  born  December  11, 
1858,  died  June  13,  1859;  John  David,  born  July 
15,  i860,  makes  his  home  in  Lebanon  township, 
Wayne  county;  Margaret,  born  February  27,  1862, 
is  the  wife  of  A.  T.  Searle,  a lawyer  of  Idonesdale ; 
Elizabeth,  born  May  9,  1864,  died  in  1886;  Charles 
H.,  born  in  Honesdale,  July  1,  1866,  is  living  in 
Honesdale ; James  Hamilton,  born  February  10, 
1869,  is  a resident  of  Lebanon  township;  and  Bis- 
marck, born  April  19,  1871,  now  has  the  farm  and 
is  caring  for  his  parents. 

On  the  Canadian  frontier  Mr.  Irwin  grew  to 
manhood,  and  during  his  youth  assisted  his  father 
in  the  arduous  task  of  clearing  and  developing  a 
new  farm  in  the  midst  of  an  almost  unbroken  for- 
est. In  1865  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  near  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn*  where 
lie  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  in  the  meat 
business  for  several  years.  In  1886  he  purchased 
an  improved  farm  of  thirty  acres  in  Oregon  town- 
ship, upon  which  himself,  wife  and  son  are  now  liv- 
ing, the  last  named  having  charge  of  the  farm 
duties,  while  our  . subject  practically  lives  retired. 

While  in  Canada  Mr.  Irwin  was  appointed 
first  captain  in  the  militia,  and  as  such  was  re- 
quired to  take  an  oath  adhering  forever  to  the 
government  of  his  birth.  Accordingly,  since  com- 
ing to  the  , Uni  ted  States,  he  has  remained  an  alien, 
not  because  of  any  unfriendly  feeling  toward  our 
government,  but  because  he  has  always  felt  that 
m taking  the  oath  of  citizenship  he  would  be  break- 
ing his  former  oath.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  his  wife  and 
children  all  belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

GEORGE  W.  TISDEL,  well  known  as  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Maplegrove  Stock  Farm,  of  1 15  acres, 
manufacturer  of  cider,  cider  vinegar  and  shingles, 
also  dealer  in  bicycles,  sewing  machines  and  other 
machinery,  was  born  October  24,  1840,  a son  of 
Lawrence  and  Hannah  C.  (Jones)  Tisdel,  natives 
of  East  Windsor  and  Colchester,  Conn.,  respect- 
ively. _ 

Five  brothers  of  the  An  Tisdel  (as  the  name 
formerly  was  spelled)  were  noted  swordsmen  of 
Scotland,  from  which  land  they  were  driven  during 
religious  persecution.  They  settled  in  Connecticut, 
and  the  name  remained  An  Tisdel,  until  Lawrence 
Tisdel  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  followed  the 
hatter's  trade  there.  On  April  5,  1822,  he  came 
West,  settling  in  Salem  (now  Lake)  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  erected  a building  for  a hat  fac- 
tory, but  altered  his  plans  and  devoted  the  balance 
of  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a man 
of  quiet  disposition,  prominent  in  his  community  be- 
cause of  his  sterling  worth  and  wisdom,  and  faith- 
ful in  his  attendance  in  the  Methodist  Church.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  took  no  part  cutside 
of  casting-  his  ballot.  He  married  Hannah  C.  Jones, 
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and  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows : Fred- 

erick L.,  born  August  21,  1819,  is  a gardener  near 
Pittston,  Penn. ; Betsey  H.,  born  December  18,  1820, 
married  Hamlin  Bonaham,  a farmer  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township;  Gilbert,  born  October  30,  1822,  died  De- 
cember 10,  1822  ; Oliver,  born  October  22,  1824,  died 
June  29,  1828;  Mary,  born  March  6,  1826,  married 
Robert  Glossinger,  of  Hemlock  Hollow,  Wayne 
county,  and  died  September  9,  1881  ; Esther,  born 
December  1,  1827,  was  twice  married,  her  first  hus- 
band being  James  Thornton,  and  she  is  now  the 
widow  of  Newton  Ivimble,  of  Hawley,  Penn. ; Lu- 
ther W.,  born  July  25,  1829,  is  a gunsmith  and 
sporting-goods  merchant  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; Abner 
G.,  born  December  13,  1830,  an  inventor  and  electri- 
cian of  Brooklyn,  made  in  1853  the  first  car  run  by 
electricity  (this  car  ran  on  a circle  track,  taking  the 
electric  current  from  a center  post  with  wire  from 
car  to  post,  so  arranged  as  to  not  wind  up  on  the 
post,  similar  to  the  trolley)  ; Julia,  born  April  30, 
1833,  died  September  1,  1833;  Amanda  and  Arme- 
nia (twins),  born  July  30,  1834,  the  former  the  wife 
of  Heth  Bonhan,  a farmer  of  Herrick  Center,  Penn., 
and  the  latter  the  deceased  wife  of  Almond  Carpen- 
ter, of  Abington,  Penn.,  having  been  called  to  her 
final  rest  March  10,  1861  ; Cyrus,  born  July  17,  1836, 
died  May  11,  1S38;  Betlmel  I.,  born  December  11, 
1838,  is  now  of  the  firm  of  Ithaca  Calendar  Clock 
Works,  at  Ithaca,  X.  Y. ; George  W.,  our  subject,  is 
next  in  the  order  of  birth  ; Samuel  R.,  born  January 
16,  1844.  is  a gunsmith  and  dealer  in  sporting  goods 
at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  Lawrence  Tisdel,  the  father  of 
this  family,  died  January  8,  1888;  his  widow  passed 
awav  October  24,  1893,  and  the  remains  of  both  now 
lie  in  the  private  burying  grounds  on  the  old  home 
farm. 

LTntil  George  W.  Tisdel  was  nineteen  years  of 
age  he  remained  on  the  home  farm,  and  then  went  to 
Scranton,  where  he  entered  the  machine  shops  of  the 
Lackawanna  Iron  & Coal  Co.  After  two  years 
spent  in  learning  the  mysteries  of  the  machinist's 
trade  he  secured  employment  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
in  the  Starr  Arms  Co.,  manufactifrers .of  firearms, 
etc.  His  work  there  gave  great  satisfaction  to  those 
in  charge,  his  fidelity  to  duty  winning  the  attention 
of  the  proprietors  themselves,  and  he  was  given  a 
more  responsible  position  in  the  works  of  the  same 
company  at  Yonkers,  N..  Y.  In  August,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  navy,  serving  on  the 
“W.  G.  Anderson"  and  the  bark  “Arthur,"  on  the 
blockade  between  the  Rio  Grande  river  and  Galves- 
ton, fourteen  months  as  landsman  on  these  two  ves- 
sels, and  on  October  16,  1863,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  the  Boston  navy  yards,  Boston,  Mass. 
He  at  once  returned  to  the  works  of  the  Starr  Arms 
Co.,  at  Yonkers,  and  there  remained  until  the  oil  ex- 
citement in  1865,  when  he  went  to  Titusville,  Penn., 
and  began  dressing  tools  and  running  an  engine 
at  Prather  Hill,  near  Pit  Hole;  then  taking  charge 
of  Col.  Keys  Oil  Works.  His  parents  were  becom- 
ing aged,  and  he  saw  his  duty  to  them  pointed  to  a 
return  to  the  old  farm,  which  he  purchased  Novem- 


ber 20,  1867,  and  cared  for  them  the  remainder  of 
their  lives. 

On  November  18,  1867,  at  Owego,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Tisdel  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha 
E.  Coover,  by  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Westlake,  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  She  was  a daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Almira  (Cutler)  Coover,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  V ermont,  becoming  residents  of  Titusville, 
where  Mr.  Coover  followed  farming.  Besides 
Mrs.  Tisdel,  the)'’  had  children  as  follows:  Har- 

rison, manufacturer  of  brick  at  Titusville ; Oscar, 
an  engineer;  Joanna,  .wife  of  Robert  Dunn,  an  en- 
gineer at  Bradford,  Penn.;  Hannah,  of  Warren, 
Penn. ; Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Knoel,  an  engineer  in 
the  oil  fields ; Lida,  wife  of  David  Coleman,  con- 
tractor at  Bradford,  Penn.;  Sarah,  of  Titusville; 
David,  an  engineer  at  Bradford ; and  Ellen,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  Ivirchie,  of  Titusville.  Andrew 
Coover  was  a son  of  George  and  Martha  Coover,  of 
German  extraction-,  who  died  in  Crawford  county, 
Penn.  He  died. in  October,  1868,  when  he  was 
fifty-nine  years  of  age  ; his  wife  Almira,  daughter  of 
David  Cutler,  of  Vermont,  died  in  July,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  her  remains  now  rest  by 
the  side  of  her  husband  in  Titusville.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

George  W.  Tisdel  is  a man  whose  word  carries 
great  weight  in  the  community  in  which  he  dwells. 
His  political  ideas  have  made  him  a pronounced  Re- 
publican, and  he  has  served  as  school  director  for 
three  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Lincoln  Club, 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a charter  member  of 
George  Davenport  Post  No.  534,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which 
he  has  been  three  times  commander.  In  religious 
belief  he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Pro- 
gressive, wealthy  and  the  possessors  of  a happy, 
beautiful  home,  together  with  the  charming  indi- 
vidual personality,  combine  to  make  him  and  his  wife 
important  factors  in  the  social  world.  Mr.  Tisdel  is 
a good  financier,  and  in  the  world  of  finance  plays  a 
prominent  part  as  an  advisor.  His  influence  in  this 
world  is  one  for  good,  sound  advancement  on  con- 
servative principles. 

HENRY  R.  BIESECKER,  an  ex-county 
commissioner  of  Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the  prom- 
inent residents  of  Stroud  township,  and  his  long  and 
useful  life  has  endeared  him  to  all  classes  of  people 
in  the  community. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  2,  1827,  in  Madi- 
son, Lackawanna  county,  a son  of  John  and  Susan 
(Riegal)  Biesecker,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
September  6,  1787,  and  reared  in  Bucks  county, 
Penn.  For  some  years  he  followed  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  near  Scranton ; but  soon  after  his  marriage 
he  located  upon  a farm  near  Moscow,  Lackawanna 
county,  where  his  wife  died  in  1849.  He  died  May 
6,  1872,  at  Mondovi,  Wisconsin. 

Our  subject  was  one  in  a family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. (1)  Katie,  who  was  born  in  Northampton 
county,  married  Peter  Alt,  and  now  resides  in  Buf- 
falo county,  Wis.  They  have  children,  John,  Henry, 
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Mary  and  Adam.  (2)  Jacob,  a resident  of  Madi- 
son, Penn.,  married  Matilda  Swartz,  and  has  chil- 
dren, David,  Andrew,  William  H.,  Hiram,  Ira,  and 
Margaret.  (3)  John,  a resident  of  Buffalo  county, 
Wis.,  died  in  1864.  (4)  Susan  married  William 
Yeager,  of  Lackawanna  county.  (5)  Sallie  mar- 
ried Hiram  Knapp,  of- Mondovi,  Wis.  (6)  Charles 
resides  in  Sterling,  Wayne  county.  (7)  Reuben  en- 
listed as  a soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  from  the  effects  of  a wound 
received  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor.  (8)  Henry  R., 
our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (9) 
Lucinda  married  Henry  Rowe,  of  Eau  Claire,  Wis. 
(10)  Maria  married  John  Pace,  now  a resident  of 
Buffalo  county,  Wis.  (11)  Polly  married  Peter 
Yeager,  of  Lackawanna  county,  and  died  leaving 
five  children,  Spencer,  Charles,  Ella  (who  married 
Bowen  Swarts),  Mary  (wife  of  Jacob  Krotzer,  of 
Madison,  Penn.),  and  John  (a  lumberman  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.). 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  Moscow,  Penn., 
and  on  leaving  school  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  In  December,  1849,  he  married  Miss  Julia 
A.  Edinger,  daughter  of  David  and  Eva  Edinger, 
well  known  residents  of  Cherry  Valley,  Hamil- 
ton township,  Monroe  county.  For  some  time  Mr. 
Biesecker  followed  his  trade  in  Moscow,  where  his 
first  wife  .soon  died  leaving  one  son,  Elwood,  who 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  six  years.  On  December 
26,  1852,  Mr.  Biesecker  married  Miss  Catherine  J. 
Edinger,  sister  of  the  first  wife,  and  soon  after  he 
purchased  the  old  Edinger  homestead  in  Cherry 
Valley,  and  for  some  years  he  followed  farming 
there  in  connection  with  his  trade.  In  1867  he  sold 
out  and  bought  his  present  homestead  of  96  acres, 
situated  three  miles  west  of  Stroudsburg,  and  for- 
merly known  as  the  Jacob  Walter  farm.  Politically 
he  has  always  been  a Democrat,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1869  he  was  elected  county  commissioner  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  his  able  and  faithful  service 
proving  him  to  be  entirely  worthy  of  the  confidence 
of  his  constituents.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Meth- 
odist, and  he  and  his  family  are  active  members  of 
the  Church  at  Wesley  Chapel,  in  Stroud.  Of  his 
nine  children,  three,  Abram.  Frank  and  William, 
died  in  childhood.  (2)  Alice  M.,  born  August  9, 
1856,  wife  of  Chester  H.  Swarts,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below.  (4)  John  S.,  born  November  22,  i860, 
is  a dealer  in  dairy  supplies  in  New  YY>rk  City.  He 
married  Miss  Ella  Ransbury,  of  Stroud  township, 
and  has  one  son  living,  Royal  Iv.  (6)  Edgar,  born 
April  13,  1866,  in  Hamilton,  Monroe  county,  mar- 
ried Miss  Lizzie  Riesdorf,  of  New  York,  and  now 
resides  in  Hasbrook  Heights,  N.  J.  (7)  Charles 
N.,  born  June  26,  1868,  in  Stroud  township,  and 
now  in  the  employ  of  his  brother  John  in  New  York 
City,  married  Miss  Annie  Gregory,  of  Long  Island, 
and  has  one  son,  William  Henry.  (8)  Lizzie  E., 
born  July  28,  1871,  on  the  present  homestead,  mar- 
ried William  Merring,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and 
had  two  children,  Frederick  and  Alice.  (9)  Bur- 
ton H.,  born  June  20,  1S76,  at  the  homestead,  is 


not  married,  and  is  in  the  employ  of  his  brother 
John  in  New  York  City. 

Chester  H.  Swarts,  our  subject’s  son-in-law, 
was  born  November  3,  1853,  a son  of  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  Swarts,  prominent  residents  of  Moscow, 
Penn.  He  was  educated  chiefly  in  Moscow, and  after 
his  marriage,  in  1879,  to  Miss  Alice  M.  Biesecker, 
he  followed  the  butcher’s  trade  for  about  three 
years.  He  then  removed  to  Scranton,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  different  lines  of  business  until  1893, 
when  he  went  to  Pottsville,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Penn., 
to  engage  in  dairying.  In  1895  he  purchased  the 
Biesecker  homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
From  time  to  time  he  has  made  improvements,  and 
the  entire  tract  is  kept  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation 
under  his  skillful  management.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising and  successful  business  man,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  his  other  lines  of  effort  he  has,  at  times, 
dealt  extensively  in  horses.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  devout  Meth- 
odists, attending  Wesley  Chapel,  in  Stroud  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Swarts  was  born  August  9,  1856,  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  received  a 
good  public-school  education,  and  is  a leader  in  a 
cultured  social  circle,  she  and  her  husband  making 
their  home  the  center  of  a refined  hospitality.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Miss  Leahna  K.  Swarts,  born 
October  30,  1881,  who  has  supplemented  her  course 
in  the  local  schools  of  Pottsville  and  Scranton.  She 
is  especially  proficient  in  music,  and  is  also  fond  of 
outdoor  life,  being  unusually  skilled  in  horseman- 
ship, and  at  any  time  she  may  be  seen  driving 
through  the  picturesque  region  around  her  home 
with  a spirited  pair  of  ponies. 

DAVID  B.  SMITH,  a well  known  farmer  at 
Newfoundland,  Wayne  county,  commonly  known  as 
the  Dutch  Flats,  was  born  in  Greene  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  January  24,  1870,  and  is  a son  of 
Louis  R.  Smith,  a retired  farmer  of  Newfoundland. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  also  a native  of 
Pike  county,  borp  in  Palmyra  township,  December 
i6,  1832,  and  is  a son  of  George  and  Maria  (Rock- 
well) Smith,  natives  of  Plarmony,  N.  J.,  and  Mil- 
ford, Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  respectively.  George  Smith 
was  born  June  30,  1806,  a son  of  George  and  Mar- 
garet Smith,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  New 
Jersey,  while  his  wife  was  born  in  April,  1809,  and 
was  a daughter  of  Louis  and  Rebecca  (Gainsford) 
Rockwell,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day. 
In  1828  George  Smith,  Jr.,  came  to  Wayne  county, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a shoemaker  for 
one  year,  and  then  moved  to  Palmyra  township, 
Pike  countv,  but  three  years  later  he  returned  to 
New  Jersey,  where  he  spent  a few  years.  He  was 
next  a resident  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  for  one 
year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  again  located  in 
Pike  county,  where  he  remained  until,  in  1842,  he 
came  to  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county.  Here 
he  retired  from  shoemaking  and  gave  his  attention 
to  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883. 
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His  wife  died  in  1889,  and  was  laid  by  his  side  in 
the  South  Sterling  cemetery.  Pike  county.  Both 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Church.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
Hugh  E.,  who  died  in  infancy ; George  G.  and 
Louis  R.,  twins,  the  former  foreman  of  a lumber 
company  at  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county,  the  latter 
the  father  of  our  subject;  Emeline  E.,  widow  of 
Benjamin  Smith,  and  a resident  of  South  Sterling; 
Tunis  AT,  a hunter  and  farmer  of  Pike  county; 
Levi,  a retired  merchant  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn. ; 
James  R.,  a farmer  of  South  Sterling,  Penn.;  Han- 
nah ].,  wife  of  Charles  Houck,  a manufacturer  of 
sticks,  toys,  etc.,  at  Houckstown,  Pike  county ; 
John  and  Benjamin  J.,  both  farmers  of  that  county; 
Rebecca,  wife  of  Albert  Edwards,  a civil  engineer 
of  Wayne  county;  Francis  M.,  deceased;  Mary, 
wife  of  Theobold  Edwards,  a farmer  of  Norfolk, 
Ya. ; and  Samuel,  deceased. 

Throughout  his  active  business  life  Louis  R. 
Smith  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming,  and  for 
a time  conducted  the  “Hopewell  Hotel.”  Coming 
to  Wayne  county  in  1853,  he  located  at  South 
Sterling,  but  since  1881  has  resided  at  his  present 
home  in  Newfoundland,  where  he  is  now  living 
retired,  enjoying  a well-earned  rest.  He  is  sur- 
rounded by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances who  esteem  him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth 
and  many  excellencies  of  character.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Wallenpaupack, 
and  is  a stanch  Republican  in  politics.  In  Pike 
county,  January  1,  1854,  Louis  R.  Smith  was  mar- 
ried, by  William  Lancaster,  Esq.,  to  Miss  Christina 
Baillie,  who  was  born  in  Manchester,  England, 
September  11,  1835,  a daughter  of  Tames  and 
Christina  (Hunter)  Baillie,  natives  of  New  York 
City  and  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  respectively.  Her 
paternal  grandparents  were  David  and  Jean  Bail- 
lie,  of  Scotland,  the  former  a sea-faring  man,  and 
her  maternal  grandparents  were  James  and  Chris- 
tina Hunter,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland.  James  Baillie,  who  was  a sign, 
house  and  carriage  painter  by  trade,  died  in  Minne- 
apolis, Minn.,  in  1883,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1851,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  Their  children 
were  Jane,  who  died  in  infancy;  David,  deceased; 
James,  a resident  of  Minnesota ; Marian,  wife  of 
Anthony  A.  Roner,  a farmer  of  Pike  ccunty,  Penn. ; 
John,  a farmer  of  Minnesota : John,  who  is  living  in 
the  West ; Ann,  widow  of  Daniel  Bennett,  and  a 
resident  of  Louisville,  Kv. ; and  Christina,  mother 
of  our  subject.  In  the  family  of  Louis  R.  and 
Christina  Smith  are  the  following  children : Charles 
E.,  born  December  15,  1855,  married  Theressa 
■ Stark,  and  is  a farmer  of  South  Sterling,  Penn. ; 
Rev.  Horace  A.,  born  October  31,  1858,  married 
Susie  A.  Robacker,  and  L a resident  of  South 
Canaan,  Wayne  county;  Louis  B.,  born  April  23, 
i860,  married  Jennie  Hoover,  and  resides  in  Scran- 
ton, Penn.;  Ernest  E.,  born  August  20,  1862,  wed- 
ded Mary  Banks,  and  is  deceased : George  A.,  born 
June  1,  1865,  is  prothonotary  of  Wayne  county; 


Hugh  B.,  born  October  8,  1867,  married  Minnie 
Hinkley,  and  is  a traveling  salesman,  residing  in 
Nicholson,  Penn.;  and  David  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  completes  the  family.  The  mother  of  these 
passed  away  November  30,  1899. 

Until  eleven  years  of  age  David  B.  Smith  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  he  then  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the  hotel  in  New- 
foundland, which  he  so  successfully  conducted.  In 
1888  he  went  to  Scranton,  where  he  remained  nine 
months,  but  on  December  30,  1889,  returned  to 
Newfoundland  and  took  charge  of  the  hotel.  Being 
a genial  and  obliging  landlord,  his  house  became  a 
favorite  with  the  traveling  public,  and  received  a 
liberal  patronage.  He  has  just  completed  the 
“Central  House,”  at  Newfoundland.  Socially  he 
affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  at 
Newfoundland,  while  politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party. 

On  November  22,  1893.  at  Newfoundland,  Mr. 
Smith  was  married,  bv  Rev.  J.  W.  Widell,  to  Miss 
Clara  L.  Waltz,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one  son, 
who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a daughter  of 
George  L.  and  Magdeline  C.  (Rohrbacker!  Waltz, 
of  Newfoundland,  where  the  father  is  successfully 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  and  the  cream- 
ery business.  She  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
in  their  family  of  three  children,  the  others  being 
Edward  W.,  a prominent  farmer  of  Newfoundland, 
who  married  Mary  C.  Beisecker;  and  Frank  D., 
who  married  Emma  A.  Beehn,  and  is  now  in  part- 
nership with  his  father. 

BENJAMIN  V.  GRAY,  a well  known  and 
popular  citizen  of  Berlin  township,  and  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  honored  old  families  of 
Wayne  ccunty,  was  born  on  the  home  farm  in  that 
township,  February  21,  1854,  a son  of  Benjamin 
H.  and  Catherine  (Barnes)  Gray.  The  father 
was  born  in  Lackawaxen,  Penn.,  and  was  a son  of 
Tolin  and  Mary  (Holbert)  Gray;  while  the  mother 
was  also  born  in  Pike  county,  and  was  a daughter 
of  John  and  Betsy  (Holbert)  Barnes,  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Holbert,  a prominent  set- 
tler of  the  Delaware  valley,  in  Pike  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Coming  to  Wayne  county  at  an  early  day, 
Benjamin  H.  Grav  located  on  a farm  in  Berlin 
township,  and  in  the  miclst  of  the  forest  developed 
a good  farm.  He  was  a farmer  and  lumberman 
by  occupation,  and  was  a successful  fisherman  and 
hunter,  killing  many  bears,  wolves,  foxes  and 
other  wild  game  in  those  earlv  days.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  its  support, 
and  his  wife  was  ever  in  harmony  with  its  teach- 
ings. Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  efficiently  served  as  a member  of  the 
school  board.  He  died  in  November,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  his  widow  passed  away 
March  6,  1898,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  her 
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death  occurring  in  Peckville,  Penn. ; she  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  that 
place.  In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were 
thirteen  children,  who  in  order  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows: John  B. ; Decatur,  deceased;  William  D. ; 

Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Stearnes;  Benjamin  V.;  E.  Alice, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years ; Mrs.  Catherine 
A.  Breidenstein,  of  Honesdale;  Mrs.  Margaret 
Pethick,  of  Poyntelle,  Penn. ; Mrs.  Amanda  A. 
Loomis,  of  Peckville ; Mrs.  Rosa  A.  Hartson,  of 
Delaware  county,  N.  Y. ; Mrs.  Emma  V.  Gibson, 
of  Peckville;  Charles  N.,  of  Oliphant,  Penn.;  and 
George  H.,  of  Peckville. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  habits 
of  industry  and  honesty  upon  the  home  farm  in 
Berlin  township,  his  scholastic  training  being  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  was  married,  November  24,  1881,  to  Miss  Fran- 
ces D.  Buckingham,  a successful  and  popular 
teacher,  who  was  also  reared  and  educated  in 
Wayne  county.  Her  father,  the  late  John  Buck- 
ingham, was  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  and 
highly-respected  citizens  of  Berlin  township.  He 
was  born  October  28,  1826,  in  Cornwall,  England, 
a son  of  Digery  and  Elizabeth  (Haines)  Bucking- 
ham, also  natives  of  Cornwall,  where  the  father 
died.  Subsequently  the  mother  came  to  America, 
bringing  her  five  children,  namely : Richard ; Cath- 
erine, who  married  Ambrose  Davie,  now  deceased ; 
Digery,  a resident  of  California;  John;  and  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  when  a young  woman.  The  mother 
reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five  years,  and 
died  honored  and  respected  by  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

John  Buckingham  was  a lad  of  thirteen  years 
when  he  accompanied  his  mother  on  the  emigration 
to  the  New  World.  They  located  near  the  Haines 
farm  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county,  which  he 
helped  to  clear,  and  during  his  boyhood  he  also  en- 
gaged in  boating  on  the  canal  for  two  years.  To 
a limited  extent  he  had  attended  school  in  England, 
but  by  practical  experience  he  became  a well-in- 
formed man  on  general  topics.  In  1855  he  married 
Emma  Dony,  who  was  also  born  in  England,  but 
was  onlv  three  vears  old  when  brought  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  her  parents,  John  and  Frances 
(Cawrse)  Dony,  the  latter  being  the  fourth  Fran- 
ces in  her  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dony  were  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Bethany,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Dy- 
berrv,  Wayne  county,  at  advanced  ages.  Of  their 
seven  children,  six  reached  years  of  maturity, 
namely:  Mrs.  Emma  Buckingham,  Mrs.  Jane 

Blake,  George,  John,  Mrs.  Mary  Short  (a  widow), 
Fanny  (wife  of  William  Kai slake,  of  Michigan), 
and  Ella  (wife  of  Henry  Ivarslake,  of  Long  Island, 
N.  Y.).  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Buckingham  were 
born  seven  children,  as  follows:  Frances  D.,  wife 

of  our  subject;  Elizabeth  J.,  wife  of  Wallace  Spry; 
Sarah  E.,  wife  of  George  Spry,  of  Berlin  township; 
Rebecca  A.  Buckingham,  of  Forest  City,  Penn. ; 
William  D.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead ; Emma 
G.,  of  Forest  City;  and  John  R.,  of  Damascus 


township,  Wayne  county.  The  father  departed 
this  life  October  4,  1894.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
in  which  he  served  as  trustee  and  steward,  and 
was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican partv. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Gray  purchased  the 
William  Molaney  farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Berlin 
township,  which  nas  been  his  nome  for  some  years, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  places  of  its  size  in 
tne  locality.  The  soil  is  rich,  and  being  well  cul- 
tivated, has  oroved  very  productive,  and  upon  the 
place  is  also  a good  bearing  orchard,  while  the 
buildings  are  neat  and  attractive.  The  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  are  Mabel  A.,  Frances 
E.,  William  B.,  Lewis  V.  and  Catherine  W. 

Reared  a Republican,  Mr.  Gray  has  always 
been  a stanch  supporter  of  that  party,  and  has 
labored  earnestly  for  its  interests,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  office.  Now,  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  is 
acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  best  farmers  and 
most  useful  and  valued  citizens  of  his  community, 
taking  an  active  interest  in  whatever  tends  to  pro- 
mote the  moral  or  material  welfare  of  his  township 
or  county.  He  and  his  wife  are  leading  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Beach  Lake, 
in  which  he  serves  as  steward.  For  several  years 
he  was  both  steward  and  Sunday-school  teacher  in 
the  Church  at  Vine  Hill,  while  Mrs.  Gray  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school  before  her  marriage, 
and  organist  for  ten  years. 

JOHN  F.  LEE,  an  able  representative  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  County,  was  born  December  12,  1839,  on  the 
farm  where  he  still  continues  to  make  his  home.  He 
belongs  to  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of 
the  county,  his  parents  being  Horace  and  Catherine 
(Hamlin)  Lee,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts, respectively.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Vene  Lee,  who  was  a resident  of  Litchfield,  Conn., 
was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  union  he  had  one 
son,  Horace,  the  father  of  our  subject.  After  her 
death,  when  Horace  was  about  fourteen  years  old, 
he  wedded  a Miss  Griffin,  and  by  her  had  one  son, 
John,  who  died  when  twenty-one  years  old. 

Horace  Lee  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1792, 
and  came  to  Wayne  county  Penn.,  with  his  father 
about  1812.  The}'-  settled  on  500  acres  of  land,  200 
of  which  are  owned  by  our  subject,  John  F.  Lee. 
Horace  spent  his  entire  life  as  a farmer.  He  mar- 
ried Catherine  Hamlin,  who  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1790,  and  was  a sister  of  Judge  Butler  Ham- 
lin, mentioned  elsewhere.  Horace  Lee  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1867,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  his  wife, 
who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  passed  away  in  December,  1869,  aged 
seventy-seven,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Canaan 
Corners  cemetery,  Wayne  county.  Politically,  he 
was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  Of 
their  children,  Eliza  lived  with  our  subject  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  1891  ; Remanda  L.  married 
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George  A.  Stockweather,  now  a retired  merchant  of 
Waymart,  Wayne  county  (she  died  in  1869)  ; Bald- 
win H.  is  a farmer  of  Minnesota ; Carlton  O.  died 
in  Kansas  in  1893  ; Hannah  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  Lucy  A.  is  the  wife  of  John  Warner,  a stock- 
man  of  Kansas;  and  John  F.  completes  the  family. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  early  became  familiar  with  every  department 
of  farm  work,  and  is  now  acknowledged  to  be  one  of 
the  best  and  most  skillful  agriculturists  of  South 
Canaan  township.  His  education  was  limited  to  that 
obtained  in  the  connnon  schools  of  the  day,  and  one 
year  at  Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston,  Penn.  He 
was  married  at  Purdytown,  Wayne  county,  Novem- 
ber 10,  1868,  by  Rev.  William  Callender,  a Baptist 
minister,  to  Miss  Adelaide  V.  Purdy,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children : Earl  M.  and  Cora,  who 

both  died  of  scarlet  fever  aged  five  and  seven  years, 
respectively;  Harry  H.,  who  taught  school  in  South 
Canaan  township  (he  is  a graduate  of  the  Waymart 
Normal  Institute)  ; and  Daisy  A.  and  Roy  . A.,  both 
at  home. 

Airs.  Lee  was  born  in  Purdy ville,  Wayne  county, 
April  14,  1843,  a daughter  of  Reuben  R.  and  Clara 
(Purdy)  Purdy,  who  were  distant  blood  relations. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Rev.  William  Purdy,  was 
a Baptist  minister  of  New  York  State.  Airs.  Lee's 
parents  both  died  in  Wayne  county,  the  mother  in 
1844,  aged  forty  years,  the  father  in  1879,  aged 
seventy-eight  years,  and  were  buried  at  Purdyville. 
Lie  was  a farmer  and  lumberman  by  occupation,  and 
was  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens 
of  his  community,  being  elected  to  various  offices, 
including  that  of  commissioner  of  Wayne  county. 
Lie  was  one  of  the  most  active  workers  and  liberal 
supporters  in  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  be- 
longed. 

In  the  Purdy  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren: Percis  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Leonard,  a 

retired  farmer  of  Central  \ alley,  N.  Y. ; Darius  G. 
is  a hardware  merchant  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Lecta 
died  unmarried : Andrew  and  Alartin  are  both  de- 
ceased ; Delinda  is  the  deceased  wife  of  John  Weiss, 
a farmer  and  stock  dealer  of  Delaware  \\  ater  Gap, 
Penn. ; Franklin  is  a farmer  of  Purdyville  ; Adelaide 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject  ; and  Sylvanus  is  a retired 
hardware  merchant  of  Carbondale,  Pennsylvania. 

Air.  Lee  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  all  of 
the  township  offices,  being  an  efficient  school  direc- 
tor for  twelve  years  and  justice  of  the  peace 
for  five  years.  Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Demo- 
crat, and  religiously  is  a faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  one 
of  the  trustees.  Lie  lias  traveled  extensively,  some 
twenty  years  ago  visiting  the  West,  and  later  with 
his  wife  spent  one  summer  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 
Lie  takes  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  progress  and  development  of  his 
native  countv,  and  is  justly  numbered  among  its 
valued  and  useful  citizens,  as  his  support  is  never 
withheld  from  any  object  which  he  believes  will 
prove  of  public  benefit.  Air.  Lee  is  a Free  Alason, 
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being  a member  of  Blue  Lodge  No.  442,  Waymart, 
Penn.  For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  No.  531,  South 
Canaan,  and  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  No.  898, 
of  South  Canaan. 

HENRY  S.  BUSH,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  was  born  in 
that  township  in  August,  1845,  and  is  a descendant 
of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  the  coun- 
ty. His  great-grandfather,  Henry  Bush,  a native 
of  Germany,  was  one  of  its  earliest  settlers,  and 
since  his  time  members  of  the  family  have  been 
actively  identified  with  the  development  and  pros- 
perity of  this  region. 

John  C.  Bush,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  lo- 
cated near  Craig’s  Meadows,  where  he  erected  a 
building  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  for  a 
number  of  years.  His  worthy  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Hannah  Arndt,  died  in  October,  1858. 
Soon  thereafter  he  discontinued  the  hotel  business 
and  lived  with  his  children  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  February,  1867.  In  1843  he  purchased 
a farm  near  Marshall's  Creek,  which  he  rented 
until  1865,  when  he  sold  it  to  his  son  Daniel 
A.  He  took  quite  a prominent  part  in  public 
affairs,  and  was  elected  county  commissioner,  which 
office  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  In  his  fam- 
ily were  five  children : ( 1 ) Samuel  married  and 

moved  to  Shelby  county,  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death.  He  left  one 
son,  John  S.,  who  is  married,  has  a family,  and  still 
resides  in  Shelby  county.  (2)  Andrew1  married 
Susan  Brutzman,  of  Alonroe  county,  and  after  his 
marriage  moved  to  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  followed  farming  some  )'ears.  He  then  went 
to  Meshoppen,  Wyoming  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm  and  made  his  home  until  called  to 
his  final  rest,  his  wife  dying  at  the  same  place. 
Their  children  were  Sylvester  ; James  ; Van  ; Emma 
J. ; Hannah,  wife  of  Benjamin  Custard,  of  Wvalus- 
ing,  Penn. ; Mrs.  Lizzie  Sterling,  a resident  of 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn;  Albina  and  Cora  Bell,  who 
both  died  unmarried.  (3)  Catherine,  born  at 
Craig’s  Meadows,  married  Michael  Shearbaugh, 
of  Alonroe  county,  and  they  moved  to  Shelby  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  both  died,  leaving  four  children ; 
Caroline,  Alarietta,  Catherine  and  John.  (4)  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  Smithfield  township,  Adonroe  county, 
married  David  Yetter,  of  the  same  township,  where 
they  made  their  home  until  called  from  this  life. 
They  are  mentioned  more  fully  in  the  sketch  of 
their  son.  Alartin  Yetter. 

Daniel  A.  Bush,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
at  Craig’s  Meadows,  Alonroe  county,  in  June,  1819, 
grew  to  manhood  in  Smithfield  township,  and  re- 
ceived a good  common-school  education,  which  well 
qualified  him  to  successfully  engage  in  school  teach- 
ing in  Alonroe  county  for  several  terms.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1844,  he  married  Aliss  Ann  Eliza  Jayne,  who 
was  born  in  Alilford,  Penn.,  in  July,  1819,  a daugh- 
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ter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Shoemaker)  Jayne,  who 
belonged  to  old  and  prominent  families  of  Pike 
county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bush  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Smithfield  township,  and 
later,  for  a number  of  years,  managed  his  father’s 
farm,  which  is  now  owned  by  our  subject.  In  1859 
he  moved  to  Craig’s  Meadows  and  took  charge  of 
his  father’s  hotel,  which  he  conducted  for  six  years, 
but  in  1865  purchased  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  erected  a large  two-story  house.  In  1848 
he  and  his  father  had  erected  thereon  a com- 
modious barn,  and  in  1877  he  built  another  com- 
modious residence  for  his  younger  son,  Julius  F. 
Bush,  now  a resident  of  East  Stroudsburg.  Upon 
this  farm  Mr.  Bush  died  in  January,  1879,  honored 
and  respected  by  the  entire  community.  He  was 
always  identified  with  the  old  Democratic  party, 
and  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  a number  of  local 
offices.  His  wife  made  her  home  with  her  children 
after  his  death,  and  she,  too,  passed  away  in  1893. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  three 
children.  (2)  Blandena,  born  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship in  April,  1848,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  married  George  M.  D.  Huffman,  of 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
they  now  reside  on  his  farm.  Their  children  are 
Le  Roy,  who  married  Nettie  Strunk,  and  lives  in 
the  same  township;  Charles  P.  and  Lewis  B.,  both 
at  home.  (3)  Julius  F.,  born  December  17,  1851, 
was  married  in  1874  to  Esther  A.  Price,  of  Barrett 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  for  seven  years 
thereafter  had  charge  of  the  old  home  farm.  In 
1884  he  removed  to  East  Stroudsburg,  where  he 
purchased  real  estate,  and  is  still  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. He  had  six  children:  Lewis  D.  (a  glass- 

blower  by  occupation),  Nettie,  C.  Wallace,  A.  Roe, 
Fred  and  Harold. 

Amid  rural  scenes  Henry  S.  Bush  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  attending  both  public  and  select 
schools  of  Monroe  county,  and  assisting  in  the  farm 
and  hotel.  In  1863,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
he  commenced  teaching  school  in  that  county,  and 
continued  to  follow  that  profession  here  until  1869, 
when  he  went  to  Walworth  county,  Wis.,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  same  occupation.  In  1870  he 
went  overland  by  team  to  Mitchell  county,  Kans., 
and  in  Cowley  county,  that  State,  secured  a tract 
of  government  land  by  pre-emption.  For  three 
years  he  devoted  his  attention  to  its  improvement 
and  cultivation,  but  in  1873  returned  to  Pennsylva- 
nia and  operated  his  father’s  farm  for  four  years, 
again  going  to  Kansas  at  the  end  of  that  time.  In 
July,  1878,  on  account  of  his  father’s  ill  health,  he 
returned  home,  and  in  1883  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  still  resides.  Politically  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party 
as  advocated  by  Andrew  Jackson.  He  has  always 
been  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity, is  a man  of  upright  character  and  sterling 
worth,  and  is  highly  respected  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

In  18S4  Mr.  Bush  married  Miss  Malvina 
Mosier,  who  was  born  in  1858,  a daughter  of  Frank- 


lin and  Hannah  Mosier,  leading  citizens  of  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county.  She  was 
educated  in  select  schools  of  the  county,  was  a lady 
of  culture  and  refinement,  and  was  one  of  its  suc- 
cessful teachers  for  several  years.  She  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
took  an  active  part  in  religious  work,  and  made 
many  friends  throughout  the  community.  She  died 
after  a short  married  life  of  only  ten  months,  and 
her  death  was  widely  and  deeply  mourned. 

GEORGE  S.  MITCHELL,  a well  known 
farmer  of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  was 
born  there  October  18,  1846,  a son  of  Bateman  S. 
Mitchell,  also  a native  of  Wayne  county.  The 
grandfather,  Isaac  Mitchell,  came  here  with  four 
brothers,  and  members  of  the  family  have  since 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  this  region.  They  were  of  English 
descent.  Nathan  Mitchell,  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  once  taken  by  the  Indians,  and 
narrowly  escaped  freezing  to  death. 

Isaac  Mitchell  married  Ursula  Smith,  of 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  related  to  Lprd  Bateman’s 
family,  and  ten  children  were  born  to  them,  namely : 
Mrs.  Electa  Hunt ; Mrs.  Viletta  Gavitt ; Mary  Ann, 
wife  of  John  Y.  Tyler,  of  Damascus  township; 
Bateman  S.,  father  of  our  subject;  Albert,  a resi- 
dent of  Hallstead,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. ; Elmira, 
wife  of  J.  Wood ; Oliver,  who  died  in  Kansas ; Mrs. 
Betsy  Jane  Boyd,  of  Damascus  township ; David,  of 
Berlin  township,  Wayne  county;  and  Nathan,  of 
Hallstead,  Penn.  Isaac  Mitchell,  who  was  a miller 
by  occupation,  died  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  nine- 
ty-three years,  and  his  wife  reached  the  age  of 
ninety-one. 

Bateman  S.  Mitchell,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
reared  in  Wayne  county,  and  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Stewart,  daughter  of  Alexander  Stewart. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children : George 

S. ; Apply  L.,  of  Damascus  township;  Stewart  A.; 
and  Adelaide,  wife  of  Thomas  Buscher,  also  of 
Damascus  township.  Throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness life  the  father  followed  farming  and  lumber- 
ing, and  was  known  as  an  expert  hunter,  killing 
many  deer  and  other  wild  game  so  plentiful  in 
early  days.  Politically  he  was  a pronounced  Demo- 
crat, and  in  religious  belief  was  a Baptist.  He 
died  December  25,  1895,  aged  seventy-six  years, 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother,  also 
a worthy  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Buscher,  of  Damascus 
township. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  George  Mitch- 
ell remained  under  the  parental  roof,  and  not  only 
acquired  an  excellent  knowledge  of  farm  life,  but 
also  became  familiar  with  lumbering  on  the  river, 
while  his  literary  education  was  obtained  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  In  1878  he  located  upon  his  present 
farm  of  seventy-two  acres  in  Damascus  township, 
which  under  his  careful  supervision  ha:  become  one 
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of  the  most  desirable  places  of  the  locality.  He 
has  been  very  successful  in  his  business  ventures, 
and  has  become  much  interested  in  bee  culture, 
having  a large  apiary  upon  his  farm. 

In  1868  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  to  Miss 
Martha  R.  Martin,  a native  of  Sterling,  Wayne 
county,  and  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  Martin,  who 
was  born  in  January,  1813.  Her  grandparents, 
William  and  Mary  (Mertland)  Martin,  were  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  and  the  parents  of  eight  children. 
In  1832,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  Nathaniel 
Martin  came  to  Pennsylvania,  and  after  spending 
three  years  in  Philadelphia,  he  bought  200  acres  of 
land  at  Salem,  Wayne  county,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  a time.  Later  he  sold  that  land  and  pur- 
chased a farm  at  Sterling,  Wayne  county.  He 
married  Mary  Ann  Cross,  a native  of  Sterling, 
daughter  of  Ed  Cross,  anu  to  them  were  born  eight 
children : William  Edgar  and  Robert  M.,  who 

were  both  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war ; Mrs.  Frances 
Ridgeway,  who  died  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. ; Mary,  wife 
of  Charles  Wright,  of  Hawley,  Penn. ; Martha, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Nathaniel,  a resident  of  Da- 
mascus township ; Oliver,  of  Salem ; and  George, 
of  Sterling.  The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  de- 
parted this  life  in  1856.  Subsequently  Mr.  Mar- 
tin married  Sarah  G.  Cross,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children : Thomas  E.,  William  J.,  Henry  and  W.  G. 

The  children  horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  are 
Ora  E.,  of  Wayne  county,  who  was  educated  at 
Honesdale  and  Hallstead,  Penn. ; Louie  M.,  wife  of 
Scott  Bush,  of  Jersey  City;  Vernie  E.,  wife  of  Leslie 
Bush,  of  Damascus  township ; and  Merle  B.,  at 
home.  The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  occupy  an  enviable  position  in  the 
esteem  of  their  fellow  citizens.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  a 
man  of  broad  and  liberal  views,  is  a stalwart  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  is  a liberal  supporter  of  all 
measures  for  the  public  good. 

REINHARD  R.  WARG  (deceased)  was  for 
several  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  business 
men  and  valued  citizens  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county. 
He  was  of  foreign  birth,  born  in  Saxony,  Germany, 
June  6,  1836,  but  performed  his  duties  of  citizen- 
ship with  a loyalty  equal  to  that  of  any  native  son 
of  America.  He  was  killed  while  on  a pleasure 
trip,  February  25,  1883.  A party  of  friends,  num- 
bering twenty-eight,  were  in  a bus  to  which  four 
horses  were  attached.  The  road  being  very  slip- 
pery with  ice,  the  vehicle  went  over  an  embank- 
ment. and  he  was  the  only  one  of  the  party  killed. 

In  1852  Mr.  Warg  was  brought  to  America  by 
his  parents,  Carl  and  Wilhelmina  (Meinel)  Warg, 
who  first  located  at  Wilsonville,  Wayne  county,  but 
a year  later  came  to  Hawley,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  shoemaking.  There  he  died  in 
1866,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  the  mother  in  1876, 
aged  sixty-six.  Both  were  earnest  and  faithful 
members  of  the  German  Congregational  Church. 
Their  children  were  Amelia,  now  the  wife  of  Mich- 


ael Ivoehnlein,  of  Bridgeport,  Ohio ; Carl,  who  died 
in  Chicago,  111. ; Reinharci  R. ; Louisa,  who  mar- 
ried Frank  Hess,  and  died  in  Newark,  N.  J. ; and 
Augusta,  who  first  married  Frank  Kamsel,  and 
after  his  death  wedded  John  Davies,  foreman  of  a 
hardware  store  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

The  first  two  years  after  his  arrival  in  Wayne 
county,  Reinhard  R.  Warg  worked  in  a sawmill, 
and  then  went  to  Allentown,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
employed  in  a woolen  mill.  He  was  an  active 
worker  and  class-leader  in  the  German  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  that  place.  Returning  to  Hawley 
in  1859,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  shoe- 
maker's trade  with  his  father,  and  continued  to  work 
for  him  until  the  father's  death,  when  he  took  charge 
ot  the  business,  later  establishing  a regular  shoe 
store  which  he  successfully  conducted  until  he  too 
was  called  from  this  life.  He  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers and  president  of  the  Hawley  Maennerchor,  and 
also  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  to 
which  he  belonged.  A man  of  known  reliability, 
he  was  often  called  upon  to  fill  responsible  positions 
in  both  public  and  private  life,  serving  as  guardian 
for  three  different  families.  He  was  charitable  and 
benevolent,  and  always  took  an  active  and  prom- 
inent part  in  Church  work.  The  Democratic  party 
found  in  him  a stanch  supporter,  but  he  never  cared 
for  political  honors.  However,  he  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  education,  served  creditably  as  school  di- 
rector for  six  years,  declining  a renomination  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  graded 
school  in  Hawley. 

At  Hawley,  August  23,  1863,  Mr.  Warg  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  E.  Koesting,  Rev.  Frankford,  a 
German  Reformed  minister,  officiating.  She  was 
born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  February  6,  1844,  a daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Jenetta  (Everling)  Koesting,  of 
the  same  Province,  who,  in  1854,  came  to  America 
and  located  in  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  where  the 
father  worked  in  a mill.  The  mother  died  in  June, 
1854,  just  three  weeks  after  her  arrival  in  that 
place,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  In  i860  Mr. 
Koesting  came  to  Hawley,  where  he  conducted  a 
meat  market  for  three  years,  and  for  the  following 
six  years  engaged  in  the  same  business  in  Milford, 
Penn.,  where  "he  subsequently  lived  retired  until  his 
death  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  In  1858 
he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Meyer,  of  Hamilton, 
Penn.,  who  died  in  Milford,  in  1887.  The  children 
born  to  them  were  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years ; and  Anna,  now  the  wife  of 
Lawn  Greening,  a drover,  of  Milford.  By  his  first 
marriage  Mr,  Koesting  had  six  children:  Carl, 
who  died  in  Germany ; Frederick,  who  died  in  New 
York,  in  1891  ; Philipenna,  wife  of  George  Jacobs, 
who  is  employed  in  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  shops 
in  Hawley;  Mary  E.,  widow  of  our  subject;  Lena, 
who  first  married  Lafayette  Waldo,  and  after  his 
death  wedded  Harry  Ross,  a barber  of  Port  Jer- 
vis, N.  Y. ; and  Charles,  who  is  superintendent  of  the 
large  dry-goods  store  of  James  McCreery  in  New 
York. 
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The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  \\  arg  were 
as  follows:  Reinhard  F.,  who  now  owns  and  con- 
ducts the  shoe  store  left  by  his  father,  married  Rosa 
Merz,  and  has  two  children,  Reinhard  and  Lizzetta ; 
Carl  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ; Amelia  died 
at  the  age  of  six  ; Frederick  died  at  the  age  of  three  : 
Frank  is  a printer  living  in  New  York  City;  Au- 
gusta, who  was  an  accomplished  musician  and 
played  the  organ  at  Church  from  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  died  when  sixteen ; Lena  is  with  her  mother, 
and  Charles  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  Mr.  Warg 
left  his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and 
they  occupy  a prominent  place  in  the  social  circles 
of  the  community.  Mrs.  Warg,  who  is  a lady  of 
more  than  ordinary  business  ability,  conducted  the 
store  for  five  years  after  her  husband’s  death,  and 
then  sold  to  her  son.  Both  mother  and  son  have 
for  many  years  been  teachers  in  the  Sunday-school, 
and  are  leading  and  influential  members  of  the  Ger- 
man Congregational  Church. 

DWIGHT  CHAPMAN  is  pleasantly  located 
upon  a fine  farm  of  146  acres  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  is  industriously  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  brought  the  land 
to  a fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  the  improvements 
which  we  see  to-day  have  been  effected  by  his  in- 
dustry, perseverance  and  good  judgment.  The 
farm  buildings  are  neat  and  substantial,  and  with 
their  surroundings  present  the  picture  of  the  com- 
plete country  home. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  born  in  Portland,  Mid- 
dlesex Co.,  Conn.,  May  30,  1837,  a son  of  Ralph 
Chapman,  whose  sketch  is  given  elsewhere.  Dur- 
ing his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject  remained 
with  his  parents,  not  leaving  home  until  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Lavina  Andrews,  which  occurred 
March  11,  1858,  at  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  by  Siperon  Carr,  Esq. 
They  have  become  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Florance,  a farmer  of  Salem  township, 

married  Miss  Percie  Polley ; Delazine  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years ; Arthur  died  at  the  age  of  one  and 
one-half  years;  Ida  M.  married  Florance  Good- 
rich, who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Salem  town- 
ship ; Earl  is  at  home. 

Mrs.  Chapman  was  born  in  Salem  township, 
February  24,  1839,  a daughter  of  Adrial  and 
Eleanor  (McCabe)  Andrews,  natives  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  Canada,  respectively.  Her  paternal 
grandfather  was  John  Andrews.  Her  parents  be- 
came acquainted  and  were  married  in  Salem  town- 
shin,  Wayne  countv,  and  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  that  section,  where  they  made  their  home 
during  their  entire  married  life.  The  father  be- 
came a well-to-do  and  prosperous  business  man, 
engaging  in  farming,  the  sawmill  business,  and  the 
manufacture  of  wagons,  and  at  one  time  he  was 
also  interested  in  the  undertaking  business.  He 
died  in  1881,  aged  eighty-five  years,  the  mother  in 
1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  and  both  were  laid 
to  rest  in  Salem  cemetery.  Three  children  were 


born  to  them:  Nancy,  who  died  when  young;  and 
Lueina  and  Lavina,  twins,  the  former  the  wife  of 
David  Abbey,  a farmer  of  Salem  township,  and 
the  latter  the  wife  of  our  subject.  The  father 
was  three  times  married. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  a part  of  their  present  farm,  as  she  owned 
101  acres  of  it  at  that  time.  In  1892  he  purchased 
forty-five  acres,  and  now  has  146  acres  of  as  fine 
farming  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  township.  In 
October,  1862,  he  joined  the  “boys  in  blue,”  enlist- 
ing for  nine  months  in  Capt.  G.  B.  Hubble’s  Com- 
pany, 169th  P.  V.  I.  He  was  on  guard  duty  all  of 
the  time,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  en- 
listment was  mustered  out  at  Philadelphia  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863.  He  is  now  a prominent  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  politics  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party.  For  three  years  he 
lias  efficiently  served  as  school  director  in  his  dis- 
trict, and  as  supervisor  of  the  township  for  two 
years.  His  genial,  pleasant  manner  has  made  him 
quite  popular  with  all  classes,  and  as  a public- 
spirited,  enterprising  man  he  is  recognized  as  a 
valuable  citizen  of  the  community. 

WILLIAM  D.  BUCKINGHAM,  a progress- 
ive and  enterprising  farmer  of  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  lo- 
cality, his  birth  occurring  in  the  township  Septem- 
ber 22,  1864,  and  he  is  a worthy  representative  of 
one  of  the  most  honored  and  highly  respected 
families  of  the  community. 

John  Buckingham,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject,-was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  October  28, 
1826,  a son  of  Digery  Buckingham,  who  died  in 
that  country.  In  1839  the  widowed  mother  with 
her  five  children  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  United 
States,  and  took  up  her  residence  upon  a tract  of 
wild  timberland  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, which  the  son,  John  Buckingham,  later  trans- 
formed into  a good  farm.  The  first  log  house  was 
replaced  by  a good  frame  residence,  erected  on  a 
natural  building  site ; barns  were  built ; an  orchard 
set  out,  and  the  land  placed  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation.  Mr.  Buckingham  met  with  marked 
success  in  his  labors  as  an  agriculturist  and  be- 
came quite  well-to-do  financially.  He  married  Miss 
Emma  Dony,  who  in  every  possible  way  aided  him  in 
his  undertakings,  proving  a most  faithful  helpmeet. 
Her  father,  John  Dony,  was  also  a native  of  Corn- 
wall, England,  and  died  in  Bethany,  Penn.,  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  To  John  and 
Emma  (Dony)  Buckingham  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Frances  D.,  Mrs.  Benjamin  V.  Gray; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Wallace  Spry,  of  Berlin  town- 
ship; Sarah  E.,  wife  of  George  Spry,  of  the  same 
township ; Rebecca,  a resident  of  Forest  City, 
Penn.;  William  D.,  of  this  sketch;  Emma  G.,  also 
of  Forest  City;  and  John  R.,  who  lived  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  now  resides  on  a farm  in  Da- 
mascus township,  Wayne  county,  which  he  pur- 
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chased  (he  was  married  March  22,  1899,  to  Blanche 
Woodley,  daughter  of  Fred  Woodley).  The  fa- 
ther departed  this  life  in  1894,  but  the  mother  is 
still  living  on  the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  She  and  most  of  her  children  are 
faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  the  father  also  belonged.  He 
took  a very  active  and  prominent  part  in  its  work, 
gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  its  support,  and  his 
aid  was  never  withheld  from  any  measure  which 
he  believed  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 

Amidst  rural  scenes  William  D.  Buckingham 
grew  to  manhood,  his  early  life  being  spent  in  as- 
sisting in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm  and  in  at- 
tending the  local  schools,  where  he  acquired  a good 
practical  education.  He  now  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  as  a farmer  ranks  among  the  best  in 
Berlin  township,  as  a business  man  is  prompt, 
energetic  and  reliable,  and  as  a citizen  is  worthy 
of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who 
know  him.  On  October  23,  1890,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Saunders,  who  was 
also  born  and  reared  in  Wayne  county,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Grace  (Brock)  Saunders,  promi- 
nent residents  of  Berlin  township.  Two  children 
grace  this  union:  Stella  and  Joseph  William. 

DANIEL  S.  DECKER  (deceased)  was  for 
many  vears  a prominent  resident  of  Stroud  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  his  exemplary  Christian 
character  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  ac- 
quaintances in  a marked  degree.  His  long  term 
of  service  in  responsible  positions  with  leading  busi- 
ness firms  and  corporations  speaks  volumes  for  his 
ability  and  trustworthiness,  while  in  the  varied 
relations  of  life  he  displayed  a high  sense  of  duty. 

Mr.  Decker  was  born  December  30,  1838.  in 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  a son  of  Ber- 
nard and  Elizabeth  Decker,  both  natives  of  New 
Jersey.  His  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, removed  with  his  familv  to  Pike  county  at 
an  early  day,  but  later  purchased  a farm  in  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  where  his  remain- 
ing vears  were  spent.  Our  subject  was  one  of  a 
famify  of  ten  children,  the  others  being:  Samuel; 
Charles  W. ; Calvin ; Cornelia  and  Jackson,  who 
died  in  childhood  ; Margaret,  who  married  Ephraim 
Huffman,  and  had  three  children — Carrie,  Alvin 
and  Yanlee:  Rhina,  wife  of  Jerome  France,  .of 
Mountain  Home,  Monroe  county ; Susan,  who  died 
in  childhood;  and  Sarah,  who  married  Francis 
A 'an  Gordon,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Mon- 
roe county. 

The  late  Daniel  S.  Decker  was  reared  as  a 
farmer  boy  at  his  father's  homestead,  and  received 
a good  public  school  education.  In  i860  he  mar- 
ried Aliss  Margaret  J.  Metzgar,  and  made  his  home 
in  Spragueville,  taking  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
and  superintendent  in  the  store  of  L.  Andrews,  with 
whom  he  remained  a number  of  years.  Later  he 
had  charge  of  a store  for  his  brother  at  Mountain 
Home.  In  1886  he  moved  back  to  his  home  near 


Spragueville,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death, 
in  1892,  he  was  employed  as  local  yard  master  on 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 'Western  railroad. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat  of  the  Jacksonian 
type,  and  socially  he  was  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  at  Mountain  Home,  and  with  the  F.  & A.  M.  at 
Stroudsburg.  His  estimable  wife  survives  him, 
and  of  their  nine  children  seven  are  living:  (1) 
Harry,  born  in  November,  1861,  at  Belvidere,  N.  J., 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  now  holds  his  father's  former  position  as 
yard  master.  He  married  Miss  Morrilla  Tranger, 
of  East  Stroudsburg,  who  died  in  May,  1897,  leav- 
ing two  sons,  Leroy  and  Harry  I.  (2)  Edmond, 
born  in  October,  1863,  is  a telegraph  operator  at 
Wilkes  Barre.  He  married  Miss  Cassie  Daily,  of 
Tannersville,  and  has  three  children,  Mabel,  and 
Ruth  and  Raymond  (twins).  Charles,  born  in 
December,  1865,  at  Spragueville,  is  a telegraph  op- 
erator at  East  Stroudsburg.  He  married  Miss  Anna 
LeBar,  of  Stroud  township,  and  has  two  daughters, 
Edith  M.,  ancl  Lena.  (4)  Laura,  born  in  Sprague- 
ville September  5,  1867.  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years.  (5)  Franklin,  born  March  14,  1870,  died 
when  sixteen  months  old.  (6)  George  M.,  born 
May  1,  1872,  is  employed  as  yard  master  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad.  He 
married  Aliss  Bertha  Place,  of  East  Stroudsburg. 
(7)  Archie  W.,  born  in  June,  1874,  is  a railway 
fireman  and  resides  at  Moosic,  P.enn.  He  married 
Miss  Daisy  Vroom,  of  Columbia,  N.  J.  (8)  Cora 
B.,  born  March  29,  1878,  at  Mountain  Home, 
Penn.,  resides  with  her  mother.  She  possesses  fine 
musical  talent,  and  her  refinement  and  culture 
make  her  a favorite  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the 
neighborhood.  (9)  Lizzie  E.,  born  February  18, 
1885,  is  now  attending  the  Stroudsburg  schools. 

Mrs.  Margaret  j.  Decker,  who  is  highly  es- 
teemed among  her  many  friends  for  her  excellent 
qualities  of  character,  was  born  December  25,  1843, 
near  East  Stroudsburg,  a daughter  of  George  A. 
Metzgar,  a native  of  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  born  in  1813.  This  worthy  citi- 
zen followed  agricultural  pursuits  throughout 
life,  being'  employed  for  many  years  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  extensive  farming  interests  of  B.  F. 
Starboard,  at  East  Stroudsburg.  He  died  in  188S 
at  the  home  of  his  son,  W.  IT.  Metzgar,  with 
whom  both  father  and  mother  resided  a number  of 
years  in  their  old  age;  they  both  were  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  and  died  triumphant,  trusting  in  God 
The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elanor  \\  in- 
ans,  and  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  died  In  1892.  Airs.  Decker  is 
the  eldest  in  a family  of  nine  children.  (2)  Jonas 
died  In  childhood.  (3)  Mary  A.  married  W.  F. 
Nyce,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and  died  in 
1884.  She  had  nine  children,  Alaggie,  Lizzie  and 
Harry  living ; the  others  died  in  childhood.  (4) 
Hannah  AI.,  married  W.  R.  Stright,  a business  man 
of  Philadelphia,  and  has  two  children,  George  E., 
and  Alary  A.  (5)  Franklin  married  Aliss  Elmira 
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Sebring,  of  Price  township,  Monroe  county,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  in  that  locality.  He  had 
eight  children,  Ela  J.  (wife  of  Chas.  Bender,  of 
Barrett  township,  Monroe  county),  Maggie,  Ed- 
ward, Martha,  Charles,  Harry,  Earl,  Claude.  (6) 
John  J.,  born  at  Stroudsburg  in  April,  1851,  is  a 
resident  of  Stroudsburg.  He  married  Blanche  E. 
Bowman,  of  Paradise  Valley,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren, Lula,  Stella,  George  and  William.  (7)  Lizzie 
married  William  H.  Bugless,  farmer  of  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county,  who  is  also  a machinist 
and  is  employed  at  the  railroad  shops  at  Strouds- 
burg. They  have  three  children,  Laura,  Bertha 
and  William.  (8)  William  H.,  born  March  28, 
1856,  at  Stroudsburg,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  vicinity.  He  is  a member  of  the  M. 
E.  Church.  In  1886  he.  bought  the  W.  F.  Nyce 
property,  half  a mile  south  of  Spragueville,  and 
has  made  substantial  improvements  upon  the  place. 
In  1894  he  secured  a position  with  the  Elk  Tanning 
Co.,  in  Elk  county,  and  is  located  at  Ridgway,  Penn. 
He  is  not  married,  but  is  popular  socially,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Mountain  Home  Lodge  No.  684, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  (9)  George  M.,  born  March  8,  1858, 
resides  at  Wilkes  Barre,  and  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
Wilkesbarre  & Eastern  railroad.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Crandell,  of  Grover,  Bradford  county,  and 
has  three  children,  Chester,  Archie  and  Mary. 

JOHN  F.  BLAKE,  a leading  agriculturist  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  December  5,  1852,  at  Beach  Lake, 
Berlin  township,  same  county,  a son  of  John  V. 
Blake,  a native  of  Cornwall,  England,  who,  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  came  to  America  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  Pennsylvania.  By  occupation 
he  was  a blacksmith  and  farmer,  in  religious  belief 
a Methodist,  and  in  politics  a Republican.  He  took 
quite  an  active  interest  in  all  Church  work,  and 
served'  as  trustee  of  his  Church  for  some  time.  In 
early  life  he  married  Jane  Downey,  also  a native  of 
England,  and  to'  them  were  born  ten  children : 
George  (deceased),  John  F.,  William,  Samuel  and 
Franklin  (both  deceased),  Charles,  Alfred,  Ella 
(deceased),  Eva,  and  Benjamin.  The  mother  of 
these  children,  who  was  a true  Christian  woman 
and  a most  estimable  lady,  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
eight  years,  and  the  father  afterwards  married  Jane 
James,  who  was  also  born  in  England. 

On  the  home  farm  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  reared  to  habits  of  industry  and  thrift,  and  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  locality  obtained  a good 
practical  education,  which,  in  later  vears,  he  sup- 
plemented with  reading  and  study.  He  was  married 
December  28,  1876,  to  Miss  Tempie  S.  Woolheater, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Abigail  J.  and  Clarence  D.  Blake. 
One  of  the  greatest  sorrows  that  has  come  into  their 
lives  was  caused  by  the  loss  of  their  daughter  Peace, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  She  was  a 
bright,  intelligent  young  lady,  and  was  loved  for 
her  amiable  qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 


Noah  D.  Woolheater  (Mrs.  Blake’s  father) 
was  born  in  Roxburv,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June 
22,  1816,  a son  of  John  and  Susan  (Robinson) 
Woolheater,  both  natives  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y., 
the  former  being  of  German  parentage.  Previous 
to  his  marriage  Noah  D.  Woolheater  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  school  for  ten  years,  and  in  his 
native  country  also  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade 
until  coming  to  Equinunk,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  In 
1862  he  purchased  the  property  at  Union,  known  as 
the  Samuel  Price  tavern  and  farm,  one  of  the  well 
known  landmarks  of  Wayne  county.  He  was  mar- 
ried September  12,  1844,  to  Miss  Abigail  Scudder, 
also  a native  of  Roxbury,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  born 
July  21,  1820,  a daughter  of  Smith  Scudder,  who 
was  of  Welsh  parentage,  and  a member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends.  Her  brother,  Isaiah  Scudder, 
was  for  years  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Equi- 
nunk, Penn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  tanning- 
business,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Damascus  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woolheater 
were  born  eight  children,  namely : Edward,  a resi- 
dent of  Equinunk;  Daniel  (deceased);  Emona, 
a popular  and  successful  teacher  of  Wayne 
county;  Benjamin,  deceased;  Tempie  S.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Annie  (deceased);  Isaiah,  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; and  Mrs.  T.  H.  Dunn,  of  Scran- 
ton, Penn.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight,  the  father  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
He  was  a prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  his 
community,  and  as  a Republican  he  was  called  upon 
to  serve  as  tax  collector  of  his  township,  and  was 
also  postmaster.  In  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  he  held  membership,  and  served  as  trustee 
and  steward  in  same. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Blake 
lived  in  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  and  then  operated 
a farm  in  that  county  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
In  1880,  he  went  to  Caddo,  Blue  county,  Choctaw 
Nation,  Ind.  Ter.,  where  he  spent  one  year,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  went  to  Texas,  but  did  not  long 
remain  in  that  State  as  there  he  contracted  malarial 
fever.  Returning  north  to  Peabody,  Marion  Co.. 
Kans.,  he  spent  one  season  there,  and  in  1888  we 
again  find  him  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  reside.  In  Manchester  town- 
ship he  has  a fine  farm  of  100  acres,  on  which  he  is 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  He  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs,  and  is  a supporter  of  Republican  principles, 
and  has  efficiently  served  on  the  school  board  for 
six  years.  He  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  has  the  respect  arid  es- 
teem of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  either  in 
business  or  social  life. 

_ ALVA  S.  KEYES  is  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  Wayne  county,  successfully  carry- 
ing on  operations  as  a dealer  in  agricultural  im- 
plements. wagons,  buggies,  sleighs,  etc.,  at  Lake 
Ariel.  He  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  in  Dyberry 
township,  December  22,  1847,  and  is  a son  of  Dan- 
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forth  and  Nancy  (Smith)  Keyes,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Windham  county,  Conn.,  the  latter  of  Plain- 
field,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Keyes’  paternal  grandparents,  John  and 
Blanch  Keyes,  were  also  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
about  1829  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  bringing 
with  them  their  eight  children.  They  first  located 
in  Lebanon  township,  near  Rileyville,  where  the 
grandfather  rented  property  for  eight  or  ten  years, 
and  then  moved  to  Honesdale.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  (1)  Percy  married  Sabina  Will- 
moth,  who  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  a family. 
(2)  John  married  Abigail  Calkin,  and  resided  in 
Great  Bend,  Penn.,  where  she  died  and  where  the 
family  still  live.  (3)  Mary  A.  married  John  Ham, 
and  resides  near  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  her  husband 
died.  (4)  Danforth,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is 
next  in  the  family.  (5)  Josiah  married  Delila  Cal- 
kins, who  died  leaving  one  child.  Minor,  and  he 
afterward  wedded  Sarah  Wood,  of  Pike  county,  by 
whom  he  has  had  seven  children,  Chauncev,  George, 
Truman,  John,  Ella,  Lucy  and  Annie.  They  reside 
at  Matamoras,  Pike  county.  (6)  Henry  died  while 
attending  school  in  Wayne  county.  (7)  Austin  mar- 
ried Alice  Sampson,  who  died  soon  afterward,  leav- 
ing one  daughter,  Alice,  who  died  young ; for  his 
second  wife  he  married  a New  Jersey  lady,  by  whom 
he  has  one  daughter.  They  reside  in  New  Jersey. 
(8)  Lucius  married  Drucilla  Calkins,  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county,  and 
has  had  a family  of  six  children,  Lydia,  Danforth, 
Florence  (deceased),  Amasa,  Mabel  and  Howard. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  became  acquainted 
and  were  married  in  Wayne  county,  and  there  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  throughout  life.  The 
father  was  born  in  1817  and  died  in  1854,  the  moth- 
er was  born  May  28,  1812,  and  died  September  11, 
1870,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Bethany, 
Wayne  county.  Of  the  three  children  born  of  this 
union,  Henry  E.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years ; 
Alva  is  second  in  the  order  of  birth;  and  George  is 
a resident  of  Michigan. 

Alva  S.  Keyes  was  only  seven  years  old  when 
his  father  died,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  took 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  which  he  successfully 
opratecl  until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirty.  He 
then  joined  his  brother  George  M.  in  business  at 
Drinker,  Penn.,  where  they  conducted  a store  to- 
gether for  three  and  one-half  years.  On  disposing 
of  his  interest  he  removed  to  Gravity,  Wayne  county, 
and  there  carried  on  operations  as  'a  merchant  for 
two  and  one-half  years,  selling  out  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  though  he  remained  a resident  of  Grav- 
ity until  1891,  engaging  in  the  wagon  business. 
During  the  summers  of  1890  and  1891  he  was  mana- 
ger of  the  “Lake  Hotel,”  at  Lake  Ariel,  and  in  the 
latter  year  embarked  in  his  present  business,  which 
he  has  since  successfully  carried  on.  In  April,  1865, 
when  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  government,  going  to  North  Carolina 
with  a construction  corps  and  driving  oxen.  He 
served  some  two  months. 


At  Dyberry,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Keyes  was 
married,  November  25,  1869,  to  Miss  Martha  J. 
Bunnell,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Minor  E.,  born  May  17,  1871,  married 
Blanche  Schofield,  and  is  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness at  Detroit,  Mich.;  Frank  O.,  born  March  26, 
1873,  married  Augusta  Ely,  and  is  an  insurance 
agent  at  Dunmore,  Penn. ; and  Ellis  D.,  born  No- 
vember 28,  1874,  is  station  agent  at  Maplewood, 
Penn.  Mrs.  Keyes  is  an  active  worker  in  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

Politically  Mr.  Keyes  is  a stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  most  capably 
filled  the  office  of  school  director  in  Dyberry  town- 
ship three  years  and  at  Lake  Ariel  for  one  year. 
He  possesses  an  excellent  library,  of  which  he  makes 
good  use,  and  is  well  versed  on  the  leading  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day.  In  his  social  relations  he  is 
a Master  Mason,  belonging  to  Salem  Lodge  No. 
330,  at  Hamilton,  and  wherever  known  he  is  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  all.  One  of  his  most  cher- 
ished possessions  is  a Past  Master’s  jewel  presented 
him  by  the  lodge. 

PETER  C.  BISHOP,  section  foreman  for  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.,  at  Hawley,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  at  that  place,  January  5,  1826. 
His  parents,  Hiram  and  Anna  (Curcellis)  Bishop, 
were  natives  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  re- 
spectively, but  became  acquainted  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Bethany,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  The  father 
engaged  in  the  occupations  of  lumbering  and  farm- 
ing, and  was  also  interested  in  boating  on  the  canal 
at  different  times  throughout  his  business  career. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his  com- 
munity, and  was  elected  to  a number  of  local  of- 
fices, for  several  terms  serving  as  supervisor  of 
Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  resided 
for  many  years  prior  to  going  to  Honesdale.  His 
political  support  was  given  the  Democracy.  He 
died  in  Honesdale,  in  1882,  aged  eighty-four  years, 
his  wife  passing  away  two  months  previous  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two.  John  Bishop,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  of  Holland  origin. 

The  children  of  Hiram  and  Anna  (Curcellis) 
Bishop  were  as  follows : George  died  in  Missouri, 
where  he  was  engaged  iii  farming.  Margaret  mar- 
ried Simeon  Kimble,  a lumberman  and  lock  tender 
on  the  canal,  and  both  died  in  Wayne  county. 
Susan  married  Ira  Compton,  a farmer,  who  died  in 
Wayne  county;  she  died  in  1846.  John,  a lock  ten- 
der on  the  canal,  also  died  in  Wayne  county.  Lea- 
hany  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Charles  Leonard,  a re- 
tired farmer  at  Joliet,  111.  Harvey  is  foreman  on 
the  canal  at  Honesdale.  Peter  C.  is  next  in  the 
order  of  birth.  Henry  is  a carpenter  in  the  employ 
of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.,  under  our 
subject.  Hiram  is  attending  gates  for  that  com- 
pany at  Greenridge,  Penn.  Anna  married  Samuel 
Hazelbecker,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  Cather- 
ine is  a dressmaker  in  Hawley. 

When  a child.  Peter  C.  Bishop  accompanied 
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his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the  ridge  in  Palmyra 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  later  to  a place  near 
Honesdale,  in  Texas  township,  remaining  with 
them  until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  At  the 
age  of  ten  he  began  driving  a horse  on  the  towpath, 
and  later  was  engaged  in  boating  on  the  canal  with 
his  father  and  brother.  After  being  so  engaged  ten 
years,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  canal  company, 
working  at  carpentering  and  other  occupations 
until  1872  when  he  was  appointed  section  foreman, 
having  charge  of  ten  miles  of  the  canal  between 
West  Falls  and  Hawley.  This  responsible  position 
he  still  continues  to  fill  in  a most  efficient  and  ac- 
ceptable manner. 

At  Hawley,  December  25,  1850,  Mr.  Bishop 
married  Miss  Lucy  Williams,  Rev.  Barker,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  performing  the  cere- 
mony. The  children  born  of  this  union  are  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Anna  E.,  residing  with  her  parents,  is 

the  widow  of  Franklin  Pallett,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Lucy.  (2)  Louis,  a telegraph  operator  at 
Honesdale,  married  Ida  Summers,  of  Scranton, 
Penn.,  and  had  five  children,  Edna  (deceased), 
Grace,  Harry,  Plelen  and  Louise.  (3)  Albert  L., 
a lineman  for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co., 
and  the  Hudson  River  Telegraph  Co.,  at  Hawley, 
married  Fannie  Miller,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn:,  and 
has  two  children,  Irene  and  Ellen.  (4)  Frances 
is  the  wife  of  Herbert  Plum,  baggage  master  on  the 
E.  & Y.  R.  R.,  residing  at  Dunmore,  Penn.,  and 
has  four  children,  Max  V.,  Henry,  Marguerite 
and  Albert.  (5)  Sarah  J.  is  with  her  parents. 

Mrs.  Bishop  was  born  in  Carbondale,  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn.,  July  26,  1828,  a daughter  of 
Uriah  and  Elizabeth  (Hewett)  Williams,  who  were 
married  at  that  place,  but  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut and  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  respectively. 
The  paternal  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Fanny 
(Enist)  Williams,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Con- 
necticut. For  some  years  the  maternal  grandpar- 
ents, John  and  Mary  (Phillips)  Hewett,  lived  in 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  of  which  place  they  were 
early  settlers.  The  grandfather  was  wounded  in 
-the  war  of  1812.  After  his  death,  his  widow  mar- 
ried Seth  Goodridge.  The  great-grandfather, 
Captain  Hewett,  commanded  a company  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

By  trade  Uriah  Williams  (Mrs.  Bishop's  fa- 
ther) was  a stone  mason.  In  1832  he  removed 
to  Paupack  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  i860,  and  then  located  in  Haw- 
ley, where  he  engaged  in  the  butchering  business 
and  in  buying  and  selling  meat.  He  held  a number 
of  local  offices  in  Paupack  township,  and  was  one 
of  the  active  and  influential  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  for  many  years 
he  served  as  class  leader.  He  died  in  February, 
1872,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  his  wife  three  days 
later,  aged  sixty-four,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  cemetery  in  Paupack  township.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Sarah  A.,  who  died  in  childhood ; 


Frances,  who  married  John  Mitchell,  and  both  are 
now  deceased;  John  H.,  who  died  in  1893;  George, 
a merchant  and  postmaster  at  South  Canaan, 
Wayne  county;  Lucy,  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary 
J.,  deceased  wife  of  Harvey  Bishop  (a  cousin  of 
our  subject),  who  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  is  now  a lumberman  at  Lake  Ariel,  Wayne 
county  ; Nancy,  deceased  wife  of  John  McFarland, 
of  Hollisterville,  Penn. ; Angeline,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  ; Sanford  W.,  a carpenter,  build- 
er and  wheelwright  at  Hamilton,  Wayne  county; 
and  Mahala  and  Charles,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Although  Mr.  Bishop  has  never  aspired  to  of- 
fice, he  hasffieen  called  upon  to  serve  as  councilman 
and  school  director,  filling  the  latter  position  at  the 
time  the  large  school  house  was  erected  in  Hawley. 
He  is  unswerving  in  his  support  of  the  Republican 
party,  is  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  , 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  the  past  sixteen  years 
has  affiliated  with  the  Legion  of  Honor.  He  has 
rounded  the  Psalmist’s  span  of  three-score  years 
and  ten  with  mental  and  physical  vigor  unimpaired, 
overcoming  the  ordinary  and  usual  cares  and 
weaknesses  of  age  by  active  interest  and  participa- 
tion in  the  living  issues  and  affairs  of  the  day.  His 
friends  are  many  throughout  the  county,  and  he  is 
held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him. 

GILES  A.  WATROUS,- one  of  the  valiant  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war,  and  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Bridgewater  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  now  the  owner  of  the  old  fam- 
ily homestead  known  as  Sunny  Slope,  which  has 
been  in  possession  of  the  family  since  1818.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  rural  homes  in  this  section, 
and  is  supplied  with  all  the  comforts  which  make 
life  worth  the  living. 

On  this  farm  Mr.  Watrous  was.  born  May  15, 
1840,  a son  of  Spencer  Watrous,  who  was  a native 
of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1818,  during  his 
childhood,  was  brought  by  his  parents,  Benjamin 
and  Lucy  (Spencer)  Watrous,  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  locating  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
Bridgewater  township.  Before  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  in  later 
years  built  many  houses  for  his  neighbors  besides 
carrying  on  his  farm.  He  took  little  interest  in  po- 
litical matters,  never  sought  official  honors,  but  cred- 
itably served  as  supervisor  and  poormaster  when 
those  offices  were  given  him  by  the  vote  of  the  town- 
ship without  his  solicitation.  He  was  ever  content 
to  move  along  in  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  devoting 
himself  to  his  family  and  his  business  interests.  In 
boyhood  he  had  but  little  opportunity  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  books,  and  belonged  to  a class  of 
sturdy  citizens  who  cleared  aw'ay  the  forests  of 
Bridgewater  township,  prepared  its  soil  for  crops, 
built  its  roads,  fences,  school  houses  and  churches, 
and  placed  within  easy  reach  of  coming  generations 
good  facilities  and  a sustenance  without  indefatiga- 
ble labor.  During  the  old  days  of  the  militia  he 
served  as  captain  of  a company  under  Gov.  Wolfe. 
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Spencer  Watrous  was  born  March  26,  1810,  one 
of  the  eleven  children  of  Benjamin  and  Lucy  (Spen- 
cer) Watrous,  who  were  formerly  residents  of  Con- 
necticut. The  other  ten  children  were:  Ansel,  born 
September  4,  1792,  died  January  30,  1865;  Joseph, 
born  February  5,  1794,  died  May  6,  1875;  Linas, 
born  January  6,  1796,  died  April  29,  1865;  Sallie, 
born  April  13,  1798,  died  December  23,  1863;  Mar- 
garet, born  March  2,  1800,  died  December  6,  1808; 
Benjamin,  Jr.,  born  June  16,  1802,  died  March  28, 
18S2;  Hannah,  born  March  7,  1804,  died  December 
12,  1809;  James,  born  February  9,  1807,  died  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1868;  Maria,  born  February  9,  1807,  died 
December  13,  1887:  Ann,  born  July  12,  1812,  died 
Tune  13,  1872:  Lucy,  born  February  10,  1815,  died 
March  iS,  t888.  Benjamin  Watrous  died  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  his  wife,  who  had  married  again, 
died  in  Michigan.  In  1839  Spencer  Watrous  was 
married  to  Louisa  Giddings,  born  January  27,  1817, 
a daughter  of  James  and  Lucy  (Deming)  Giddings, 
who  came  to  Susquehanna  county  from  Groton, 
Conn.,  and  located  in  Herrick  township,  where  they 
reared  their  family  which  numbered  the  following 
children : Sarah  W.,  Fanny  D.,  Andrew,  Charles  W. 
(a  presiding  elder  in  the  Methodist  Church  for  many 
years),  Giles  A.,  Jabez  D.,  Louisa,  Maria,  John 
James,  George  Henry,  Francis  Marion,  Dewitt  Clint- 
on (who  was  a member  of  the  United  States  Con- 
gress), and  Mary  Ann.  Airs.  Watrous’  paternal 
grandparents  were  Solomon  and  Sarah  (Waterman) 
Giddings,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  1827,  the 
latter  in  1784.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  Spencer  and  Louisa  (Giddings)  Wat- 
rous, the  others  being  as  follows:  George  G.,  born 
June  24,  1847,  r^ad  law  with  Fitch  & Watson,  was 
admitted  to  the  Susquehanna  Countv  Bar  in  1879, 
and  was  engaged  in  practice  at  Montrose ; S.  Ann, 
hern  August  10,  1844,  is  the  widow  of  H.  E.  Tiffany, 
and  resides  in  Montrose  ; James  G.  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years.  The  mother  was  first  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  but  afterward  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  while  the  father  was  a Baptist 
in  religious  faith.  Both  were  earnest  Christian  peo- 
ple, held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  them.  He 
died  November  14,  1891,  preceded  by  his  wife  who 
passed  away  April  27,  1886,  on  the  old  homestead 
they  loved  so  well. 

During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  Giles  A.  Wat- 
rous manifested  his  loyalty  to  his  country  by  enlist- 
ing in  November,  1861,  in  an  independent  company 
raised  at  Carlisle,  and  commanded  by  Capt.  W.  J. 
Palmer.  It  first  acted  as  body-guard  to  Gen.  An- 
derson, and  after  going  to  Louisville,  Kv.,  served 
in  the  same  capacitv  for  Gen.  Buell  at  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing,  and  as  body-guard  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans  at  the  battles  of  Crab  Orchard  and  Stone  Riv- 
er. Being  sent  with  a message  from  Gen.  Rosecrans 
to  Gen.  AlcCook,  Mr.  Watrous  was  captured  on  the 
Salem  pike  near  Murfreesboro,  and  was  taken  to 
Libbv  prison.  After  one  month’s  imprisonment, 
however,  he  was  paroled  and  sent  to  Camp  ( ha<=e, 
Ohio,  from  which  place  he  returned  home  in  Alarch, 


1S63,  his  discharge  papers  having  been  previously 
made  out  with  the  rest  of  the  company  while  he  was 
in  prison.  On  August  31,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the 
marine  corps  at  Philadelphia,  and  then  went  to 
Washington,  D.  C.,  where  with  seventy-five  picked 
men  he  served  as  the  body-guard  of  President  Lin- 
coln until  the  early  part  of  1865.  He  was  next  sent 
with  the  ship  guard  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  where  he  was 
detailed  to  do  duty  in  the  navy  yard.  Four  months 
later  he  went  on  board  the  “Powhatan,”  the  ad- 
miral’s ship  of  the  South  Pacific  squadron,  which 
sailed  to  southern  seas  and  cruised  on  the  coast  of 
Peru  and  South  America  until  1868.  His  time  hav- 
ing expired,  he  was  then  discharged  and  returned 
home. 

Since  the  war  Air.  Watrous  has  engaged  in 
farming  with  marked  success  upon  the  old  home- 
stead consisting  of  100  acres,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  eighty,  making  180  acres.  He  married  Miss 
Celia  E.,  daughter  of  Spencer  and  Electa  (Watrous) 
Read,  of  Deep  River,  Conn.,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  daughters:  (1)  Nellie  R.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  was  a young  ladv  of  culture  and  re- 
finement, and  many  womanly  graces,  and  her  death 
was  a severe  blow  to  her  parents  and  friends.  She 
died  while  attending  the  normal  school  at  Afansfield, 
Penn.  (2)  Ella  R.,  twin  sister  of  Nellie,  died  in 
infancy.  (3)  Louise  E.  is  a graduate  of  the  Alont- 
rose  high  schools,  and  in  1897  also  graduated  with 
high  honors  from  the  Mansfield  Normal  school,  re- 
ceiving the  first  prize.  In  politics  Air.  Watrous  is 
a Republican,  has  served  his  town  six  years  as  asses- 
sor, and  has  been  school  director.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Four  Brothers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Alontrose 
(a  post  so  named  in  memory  of  four  brothers  who 
gave  up  their  lives  for  their  country).  Both  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Watrous  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Spencer  Read,  father  of  Airs.  Watrous,  was 
born  April  23,  1817,  in  Chester,  Conn.,  and  died  in 
April,  1898.  He  was  a mechanic,  and  worked  in  a 
bit  and  auger  factory,  and  during  the  war  worked 
in  the  Whitnevville  (Conn.)  gun  factorv,.  later  be- 
coming foreman  in  an  ivory  shop.  He  married 
Electa  Watrous,  who  was  born  September  10,  1818, 
and  died  January  16,  1886.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Eleanor,  born  June  27,  1841; 
Henry  $.,  born  April  11,  1844:  Celia  E.  (Airs.  Wat- 
rous) , born  June  5,  1846 ; and  Alvra  A.,  born  August 
7,  1854,  and  died  January  29,  1867. 

JOHN  MILTON  SPENCER.  Prominent 
among  the  leading  farmers  and  well-to-do  citizens 
of  Alt.  Pleasant  township.  Wayne  county,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  'this  review. 
He  was  born  in  that  township  October  27,  1842. 
at  what  was  then  known  as  “Wheeler  Corners,” 
about  a mile  south  of  where  he  now  lives,  and 
throughout  life  has  been  prominently  identified/ 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  region. 

Air.  Soencer’s  father,  Philo  C.  Spencer,  is  also 
a native  of  Wayne  county,  born  in  1818,  and  is  a 
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son  of  Ezra  and  Eliza  (Clark)  Spencer,  who  took 
up  their  residence  here  in  1816  and  were  among  the 
honored  pioneers.  During  his  early  life  Philo  C. 
Spencer  was  employed  as  a carpenter  and  joiner, 
wagon  maker,  etc.  He  married  Miss  Lucy  Ann 
Simons,  a daughter  of  Timothy  Simons,  an  early 
settler  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  to  this  worthy 
couple  were  born  five  sons:  Charles  Clark,  J.  Mil- 
ton,  Orville  W.,  George  F.  (a  resident  of  Thompson, 
Penn.,  where  he  is  the  well-known  proprietor  of  a 
steam-heating  business,  being  the  patentee  and  man- 
ufacturer of  steam  heaters),  and  Davie  E.  The 
mother's  death  occurred  in  January,  1885,  but  the 
father  is  still  living,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  know  him. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  reared  at  home, 
doing  such  work  as  his  father  furnished,  some- 
times in  the  shop  at  wagons  and  sleighs,  at  other 
times  at  farm  work.  He  obtained  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality.  In  the  spring 
of  1865  he  heeded  the  government  call  for  men  and 
took  his  place  for  a few  months  among  those  who 
went  to  defend  the  country’s  flag.  After  regaining 
his  health,  which  became  much  impaired  while  a 
soldier,  he  followed  mechanical  work,  such  as  is 
found  to  do  in  a country  wagon  shop,  or  as  car- 
penter and  joiner,  much  of  the  time  for  a few  years. 
He  has  occupied  the  farm  he  now  lives  upon  since 
1870,  obtaining  the  title  for  the  same  four  years 
later. 

On  September  6,  1883,  Mr.  Spencer  wedded 
Miss  Maria  E.  King,  a native  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Jane 
(Hall)  King.  Her  father,  who  was  a millwright 
and  farmer  by  occupation,  died  July  26,  1894,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spen- 
cer were  born  three  children,  but  the  only  one  now 
living  is  James  Russell,  whose  birth  occurred  Au- 
gust 21,  1887.  King,  the  first  born,  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years;  and  Ward  Wheeler,  the  youngest, 
died  at  the  age  of  four  months. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  are  both  devout  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Pleasant  Mount,  and 
she  is  much  interested  in  the  temperance  cause,  be- 
ing an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Wom- 
an’s Christian  Temperance  Union,  and  living  in  har- 
mony with  its  motto,  “For  God  and  home  and  native 
land."  In  politics  Mr.  Spencer  is  an  ardent  Republi- 
can, and  has  ever  been  a warm  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  great  political  organization.  Industry, 
honesty  and  integrity  are  among  his  chief  character- 
istics, and  he  too  is  a stanch  supporter  of  temperance 
principles,  being  a member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Good  Templars. 

JOSEPPI  BACON  SHAW,  M.  D.,  of  Dela- 
ware Water  Gap,  Monroe  county,  is  a physician  of 
the  highest  standing,  and  his  genial  and  courteous 
manners  make  him  popular  among  all  classes  of 
people. 

Our  subject  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock,  his 
ancestors  having  resided  at  Cape  May,  N.  J.,  for 


several  generations.  His  great-grandfather, 
Obediah  Shaw,  and  grandfather,  Obediah  Shaw, 
Jr.,  were  ocean  pilots,  and  the  latter  attained  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring at  Cape  May.  Of  his  children  our  subject 
remembers  only  five:  Washington,  who  went  west 
and  was  lost  from  memory ; Louisa  and  Elizabeth, 
(the  two  daughters),  who  lived  and  died  at  Cape 
May,  N.  J. ; Lemuel,  also  a pilot ; and  Alexander. 

Alexander  Shaw,  our  subject’s  father,  during 
the  California  gold  excitement  of  1845,  was  one  of 
the  first  to  go  to  that  country,  making  the  trip  by 
way  of  Cape  Horn.  However,  he  was  set  upon  by 
Indians,  and  lost  all  he  had.  A few  years  afterward 
he  returned  home  by  the  overland  route.  For  many 
years  he  followed  the  sea  as  pilot,  and  was  connect- 
ed with  the  Philadelphia  & Boston  Steamship  Line 
for  over  twenty-five  years,  sailing  from  Philadelphia 
to  Boston  every  week.  While  in  their  service  he  un- 
fortunately fell  down  the  hatchway  of  one  of  the 
vessels,  breaking  both  arms  in  several  places,  also 
several  ribs  and  dislocating  one  leg.  He  had  taken 
vessels  to  almost  every  port  in  the  known  world. 
He  located  at  Stonington,  111.,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a Baptist.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Jane  Mulford,  died  in  Florida  in  1897,  aged  eighty- 
four  years.  They  had  the  following-  children: 
Danelia,  who  married  Albert  McBridge,  and  died 
at  their  residence  in  Stonington,  111. ; Charles,  a 
carpenter  and  builder  at  Warren,  Penn. ; Virginia, 
who  was  married  to  John  Burnham,  of  Stonington, 
111.,  and  died  in  that  State;  George,  a resident  of 
Florida,  where  he  owns  an  orange  grove ; Charlotte, 
who  married  A.  McConnell  (they  also  live  in 
Florida  on  an  orange  grove)  ; Joseph  B.,  our  sub- 
ject; and  two  who  died  in  childhood. 

Dr.  Joseph  B.  Shaw  was  born  September  25, 
1845,  at  Cape  May,  and  was  educated  mainly  in 
the  public  schools  of  Philadelphia.  He  studied 
pharmacy  in  that  city  at  the  Philadelohia  College  of 
Pharmacy,  graduated  in  1868  and  then  entered  up- 
on the  study  of  medicine,  completing  his  course  in 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1877.  For  ten 
years  he  practiced  at  Darby,  Delaware  county, 
Penn.,  conducting  a drug  store  at  the  same  time, 
and  in  1878  he  located  at  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
where  he  speedily  built  a large  and  lucrative  gener- 
-al  practice.  At  present  he  is  the  only  physician  in 
the  town.  He  belongs  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  Med- 
ical Society,  and  is  also  prominent  in  non-profes- 
sional organizations,  being  an  active  worker  in 
Keystone  Lodge  No.  271,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Phila- 
delphia ;KadoahCommandery  No.  29,1c.  T.,at  Phila- 
delphia, Penn. .and  Oriental  Chapter,  No.  183.  Phila- 
delphia. For  nearly  forty  years  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  five 
years  past  he  has  served  as  elder  in  the  congrega- 
tion at  Delaware  Water  Gap.  On  February  7, 
1867,  at  Dover,  Del.,  he  married  Miss  Maria  Col- 
lins, who  was  born  July  4,  1848,  at  Milford.  Del., 
and  five  children  were  born  to  them : Elma,  Eva, 
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Mary,  Ernest,  and  Edward,  the  last  named  dying 
in  infancy.  Politically  the  Doctor  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, but  his  professional  labors  occupy  his  time 
to  the  exclusion  of  party  work.  Toward  the  close 
of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  7th  Delaware  Vol. 
Inf.  regiment. 

SPENCER  R.  RAYMOND,  until  recently  a 
well  known  agriculturist  or  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  presents  in  his  life  a splendid  example  of 
hard  labor,  close  application  to  business,  and  per- 
severance. He  commenced  life  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder,  but  is  now  able  to  take  life  easily  and  com- 
fortably, having-  acquired  a handsome  competence 
through  his  own  individual  efforts. 

Mr.  Raymond's  father,  Rev.  Albert  R.  Ray- 
mond, was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  distinguished 
members  of  the  Lackawanna  Presbytery.  He  was 
born  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  November  5,  1806, 
and  having  lost  his  father  November  5,  1816,  he 
was  reared  by  his  grandfather  Lathrop,  of  Malta, 
N.  Y.,  who  gave  him  a thorough  Bible  training. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  professed  religion 
and  joined  the  Church.  In  early  life  he  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  and  graduated  at  Union  College 
in  1831,  but  he  never  followed  that  profession,  as  he 
preferred  to  enter  the  ministry.  He  attended  Prince- 
ton College  one  year,  the  Auburn  Theological  Sem- 
inary two  years,  taking  the  regular  course,  and  stud- 
ied for  six  months  under  Dr.  Cox,  after  which  he 
was  licensed  to  preach.  His  first  charge  was  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Nelson,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  September  1,  1844,  when  he  accepted 
the  pastorate  of  the  Church  at  Hamlinton,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  remaining  there  for  nineteen  years.  He 
was  also  pastor  of  the  Church  at  Sterling,  Wayne 
county,  until  1868,  but  the  last  ten  years  of  his 
life  he  lived  retired,  and  he  died  in  Hamlinton  April 
30,  1888.  His  sympathy,  his  benevolence,  his  kindlv 
greeting  will  long  be  remembered.  He  was  one  of 
Nature's  noblemen,  and  the  world  is  better  for  his 
having  lived. 

In  1847  Rev.  Raymond  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  L.  Wright,  who  was  born  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  October  15,  1826,  a daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Erastus  Wright,  an  early  settler  and 
prominent  physician  of  that  township.  She  died 
January  4,  1896,  at  Jermyn,  Penn.,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Salem  cemetery.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  youngest  in  the  family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being  as  follows : Spencer  W.,  born  May 
5,  1850,  died  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month;  Fran- 
ces L.,  born  June  14,  1851,  married  J.  D.  Stocker, 
a merchant  of  Jermyn,  Penn.,  and  died  August  6, 
1876;  Helen  L.,  born  August  16,  1855,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Sidney  W.  Cooke,  a partner  of  J.  D.  Stock- 
er. at  Jermyn  ; Gertrude  L.,  born  July  28,  1858,  was 
the  second  wife  of  Mr.  Stocker,  and  died  March 
23.  1895. 

Spencer  R.  Raymond  was  born  at  Hamlinton, 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  November  7,  1861, 
and  remained  with  his  parents  until  fourteen  years 


of  age,  when  he  went  to  Hawley  and  worked  for 
James  Murray  at  wagonmaking  for  thirty  days. 
The  following  six  months  he  was  employed  at  the 
same  occupation  at  Honesdale,  and  for  one  and  a 
half  years  worked  at  his  trade  for  Moon  Brothers, 
at  Carbondale,  Penn.  Going  to  Jermyn,  he  was  then 
interested  in  the  butcher  business  with  J.  D.  Stocker 
for  five  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned 
home  with  the  intention  of  bidding  good-by  to  his 
friends  preparatory  to  starting  for  California,  but 
changed  his  mind  and  for  one  and  a half  years  rent- 
ed and  operated  his  father’s  farm.  He  also  carried 
on  a wholesale  and  retail  meat  business,  and  then, 
in  partnership  with  G.  C.  Andrews,  he  purchased 
a butcher  business  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  conducting 
the  same  for  one  year.  The  following  year  he 
worked  for  the  party  to  whom  he  sold  the  estab- 
lishment, and  subsequently  accepted  a position  with 
the  corps  of  engineers  on  the  New  York,  Ontario  & 
Western  railroad  at  Scranton,  remaining  with  that 
company  for  six  years  as  car  wiper,  foreman  of  re- 
pairs on  plumbing,  carpentering,  etc.  He  next 
worked  in  a furniture  factory  in  the  Cumberland 
mountains  of  Tennessee,  and  on  his  return  to 
Scranton  engaged  in  coal  mining  for  six  months  and 
operated  a mine  engine  for  one  year  and  nine 
months.  In  December,  1896,  he  located  upon  a 
farm  of  106  acres  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  he  successfully  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing until  October  1,  1899.  He  then  sold  the  farm 
and  removed  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  having  previously 
bought  a meat  business  in  that  city,  which  he  is  at 
present  engaged  in  conducting. 

Mr.  Raymond  was  married  in  Salem  township, 
September  6,  1886,  to  Miss  Maud  Abbey,  who 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  that  township, 
a daughter  of  Ralph  Abbey,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere.  They  now  have  an  interesting  family  of 
four  children : Carl  S.,  Albert  R.,  Helen  L.,  and 
Merle  I.  In  politics  Mr.  Raymond  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party. 

WARREN  A.  SHERWOOD,  the  popular 
station  agent  at  Starlight,  on  the  New  York,  On- 
tario & Western  railroad,  has  always  made  his  home 
in  Wayne  county,  at  present  residing  in  Maple- 
wood. He  was  born  August  18,  1867,  a son  of 
Zelotus  Sherwood,  an  early  settler  of  Wayne 
county,  who  married  Eliza  Jane  Hazen,  a native  of 
the  county,  and  a daughter  of  Daniel  Hazen,  also 
one  of  its  honored  pioneers.  By  occupation  Ze- 
lotus Sherwood  was  a farmer.  His  death  occurred 
May  19,  1898.  Of  his  eight  children,  only  three 
are  now  living:  A.  M.,  a resident  of  Maplewood; 
Warren  A. ; and  Delton  E.,  a station  agent  at  Hoad- 
leys,  on  the  Erie  & Wyoming  Valley  railroad. 

The  public  schools  of  Wayne  county  afforded 
our  subject  his  early  educational  privileges,  after 
which  he  pursued  a commercial  course  at  Bryant 
& Stratton’s  Business  College,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and  later  a three-months’  course  under  Prof.  H.  D. 
Saddler,  of  Baltimore.  During  his  youth  he  also 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


9±1 


rected  his  attention  to  the  lumbering  opportunities 
in  the  South.  At  any  rate,  a few  years  after 
the  close  of  the  war  he  became  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  vast  timber  industries  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  to  which  he  gave  about  twen- 
ty years  of  his  life.  He  then  returned  to  his  na- 
tive State,  where  he  is  now  a substantial  and  in- 
fluential citizen. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.,  August  13,  1843,  a son  °f  Harrison  and 
Abigail  (Colvin)  Smith,  and  a grandson  of  Da- 
vid Smith.  The  latter  was  of  French  descent,  and 
by  trade  a carpenter.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
served  in  the  cavalry,  and  the  saber  he  carried  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  David  Smith 
was  married,  in  Northumberland  county,  to  Mar- 
garet Utt,  and  for  many  years  lived  in  Luzerne 
county.  He  died  at  Waverly,  Penn.,  in  1862, 
his  widow  in  1868.  The  children  of  David  and 
Margaret  Smith  were  as  follows:  Fannie,  who 
married  Elijah  Angle  and  removed  to  Ohio;  Han- 
nah, who  married  Samuel  States,  of  Luzerne  coun- 
ty; Sally  Ann,  who  married  Jesse  Gibbs,  of  Luzerne 
county:  Jacob,  who  lived  in  Luzerne  county;  Eliza, 
who  married  Israel  Colvin,  of  Luzerne  county;  Har- 
rison, father  of  our  subject;  Molly,  who  married 
Michael  Raub,  of  Luzerne  county  ; Stinson,  who  was 
a resident  of  Luzerne  county,  and  was  killed  on  the 
railroad;  Jackson,  who  lived  in  Luzerne  county; 
and  Margaret  (the  only  survivor  of  the  family), 
wife  of  Joseph  Chase,  of  Lackawanna  county.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  a Democrat  in  political 
sentiment ; socially  he  was  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity. 

Harrison  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Northumberland  county,  Penn.,  March  23, 
1816.  When  a young  man  he  moved  to  Luzerne 
county,  where  he  married  Abigail  Colvin,  who  was 
born  April  18,  1822,  a daughter  of  James  Colvin,  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island.  Harrison  Smith  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed  same  for  many 
years  in  Luzerne  county.  He  died  September  28, 
1888,  his  wife  on  October  29,  1861.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Margaret,  who  marrie'd  (first) 

Adelburt  Thomas,  and  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Hugh 
Williams,  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; Edgar  E., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Maria,  born  November 
16,  1845,  wife  of  William  Coon,  of  Luzerne  coun- 
ty; Mary,  who  married  Jesse  Clifford,  of  Scranton, 
Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased;  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  A. 
Briggs,  of  Wyoming  county;  George,  of  Lacka- 
wanna county;  James  B.,  of  Wyoming  county,  an 
engineer  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
railroad;  Fannie,  a resident  of  Philadelphia;  and 
Abigail,  who  died  in  infancy.  Like  his  father,  Har- 
rison Smith  was  a Democrat  and  quite  an  active 
party  worker.  He  was  also  a Free  Mason. 

Edgar  E.  Smith,  our  subject,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  at  Madison  Acad- 
emy, Waverly.  He  was  a boy  of  nineteen  years 
when  in  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K, 
Eleventh  P.  V.  C.,  and  he  remained  in  service  until 


the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  mustered  out  with 
the  rank  of  corporal.  Mr.  Smith  participated  in  a 
number  of  sharp  engagements.  This  regiment  was 
attached  to  the  Army  of  the  James  under  Butler, 
doing  scouting  duty  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
and  after  being  stationed  some  six  or  eight  months 
at  Suffolk,  Va.,  moved  thence  to  Whitehouse  Land- 
ing. They  were  in  the  Virginia  campaign  before 
Richmond  and  Petersburg,  in  the  spring  of  1865 
joining  Sheridan  in  his  pursuit  of  Lee.  He  was  pres- 
ent at  the  surrender  at  Appomattox  C.  H.  Mr. 
Smith  was  fortunate  enough  never  to  receive  a 
wound,  and  he  was  always  able  to  present  himself 
for  duty  throughout  his  term  of  service. 

Returning  home,  our  subject  learned  the  trade 
of  a carpenter  and  millwight,  which  he  followed  in 
Luzerne  county  for  some  years.  In  1879  he  went 
to  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  for  five  years  was  engaged  in 
lumbering,  at  the  end  of  that  time  receiving  the  ap- 
pointment of  superintendent  of  the  Greenleaf  John- 
son Lumber  Co.,  which  he  successfully  held  in  Bertie 
county,  N.  C.,  for  fifteen  years.  Returning  to  Penn- 
sylvania, Mr.  Smith  purchased  ninety-seven  acres 
of  land  in  Lenox,  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  and  he  has  erected  a 
commodious  dwelling,  and  made  other  extensive  im- 
provements to  the  property. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married,  January  1,  1869,  to 
Della  L.  Titus,  who  was  born  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, daughter  of  Otis  B.  and  Mary  (Jeffers)  Titus. 
Mrs.  Smith  died  October  29,  1871,  and  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  our  subject  married,  on  June  22,  1874, 
Miss  Levina  Conrad,  who  was  born  April  22,  1852, 
a daughter  of  Martin  and  Eliza  (Clark)  Conrad. 
Mrs.  Smith  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
For  more  than  thirty  years  Mr.  Smith  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  having  united 
in  1868  with  Warren  Lodge,  at  Montrose,  Penn. 
He  is  a business  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
possesses  executive  force  to  a marked  degree,  and 
contributes  in  generous  measure  to  the  social  and 
civic  life  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  He 
deserves  to  be  called  a self-made  man  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  term.  Mr.  Smith  is  independent  in 
politics,  and  never  votes  at  a National  election. 

WILLIAM  COLWILL,  a successful  and  well- 
to-do  citizen  of  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county, 
as  well  as  one  of  its  most  honest  and  reliable  busi- 
ness men,  was  born  May  16,  1839,  ai  the  parish  of 
Weeks,  St.  Mary,  Cornwall,  England,  of  which  par- 
ish his  parents,  William  and  Phillippi  ( Jose)  Colwill, 
were  also  natives,  and  where  they  spent  their  entire 
lives.  The  father  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  was  a 
good  workman,  and  an  honest  and  industrious  man. 
In  the  family  were  six  children,  namely : Mary  Ann, 
Elizabeth.  Ann  Jose  (deceased),  Thomas,  John 
and  William. 

Reared  on  a farm,  our  subject  earlv  became  fa- 
miliar  with  the  care  of  cattle,  sheep  and  horses, 
and  at  an  early  age  was  considered  an  excellent 
farm  hand,  being  industrious,  energetic  and  relia- 
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ble.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Collins,  who  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  Cornwall,  and  to  her 
he  attributes  much  of  his  financial  success,  as  she 
has  ably  assisted  him  in  many  ways.  In  1863  they 
sailed  from  England  for  the  United  States,  and  after 
a voyage  of  two  weeks  landed  safely  on  the  shores 
of  this  country.  Since  then  their  home  has  always 
been  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.  Mrs.  Colwilks  par- 
ents, Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Ashton)  Collins,  also 
came  to  the  New  World,  and  both  died  in  this 
State,  the  father  in  Carbondale,  the  mother  in  Wayne 
county.  They  had  a family  of  seven  children : Ann, 
John,  Mary  Jane,  Elizabeth,  William,  Maria  and 
Samuel.  Of  the  children  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Colwill  three  are  still  living : ( 1 ) William  Henry, 
of  Oregon  township,  Wayne  county,  married  Aman- 
da Ham,  and  has  four  children,  Florence  Elizabeth, 
Edna  Mary,  Lester  John,  and  Clarence  William. 
(2)  Lillie  Maria  is  the  wife  of  Nevel  Arthur,  a 
Union  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  who  now  lives  at 
Forest  City,  Penn.,  and  they  have  four  children, 
Mabel  Freelove,  George  Ellsworth,  Nellie  Maud 
and  Salona  Elizabeth.  (3)  Nellie  Maud  is  at  home. 
Lizzie  May,  who  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth, 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

For  some  years  after  his  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try Mr.  Colwill  lived  near  Seelyville,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  he  worked  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
Co.,  receiving  good  wages,  as  his  work  was  excellent 
and  was  appreciated  by  his  employers.  In  1866  he 
purchased  what  was  known  as  the  Walter  Spry 
farm,  in  Berlin  township,  comprising  eighty-six 
acres  of  excellent  land,  which  he  has  converted  into 
highly-cultivated  fields,  good  meadows  and  rich 
pastures.  A good  dwelling  and  barns  are  upon  the 
place,  and  Mr.  Colwill  has  made  many  excellent 
improvements.  In  connection  with  general  farming 
he  is  interested  in  stock  raising,  having  a fine  grade 
of  horses,  cows  and  sheep  upon  his  place.  Politically 
he  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  religious  connection  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
active  and  leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Beach  Lake,  to  which  they  contrib- 
ute liberally. 

PA1RICK  GIBBONS,  an  honored  and  high- 
ly-respected citizen  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  was 
called  from  earth  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness, 
dying  November  8,  1895,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  He  was  a native  of  County  Mayo,  Ireland, 
and  a son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  (Cassey)  Gib- 
bons. After  the  death  of  the  father,  the  mother 
with  five  sons  left  the  Emerald  Isle,  crossed  the 
Atlantic  and  became  a resident  of  Hawley,  Penn. 
Her  children  were  John,  who  is  employed  as  “walk- 
ing boss”  on  the  canal  at  Hawley;  Michael,  who 
died  at  that  place ; James,  who  was  killed  by  being- 
crushed  between  two  boats  on  the  canal ; Patrick, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  William,  who  died 
of  diphtheria. 

Patrick  Gibbons  boated  on  the  canal  from  early 


boyhood  until  1862,  and  was  then  employed  as  brake- 
man  on  the  New  York  & Lake  Erie  railroad.  At 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  November  6,  1895,  he  had  just 
received  orders  to  proceed  to  Hawley,  and  was  in 
the  act  of  stepping  on  his  engine,  when  he  was 
struck  by  another  engine,  which  passed  over  him, 
cutting  off  both  legs.  He  died  at  the  Port  Jervis 
hospital  two  days  later.  He  was  a man  of  exem- 
plary habits,  never  using  intoxicants  of  any  kind, 
and  he  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  Politically  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Democratic  party,  in  religious  faith 
was  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  socially 
affiliated  with  the  C.  M.  B.  A.  and  the  N.  P.  L. 

At  Hawley  Mr.  Gibbons  was  married  to  Miss 
Bridget  Golden,  Father  O’Malley  officiating,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely: 
Catherine  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  school  and  re- 
sides at  home ; she  is  a leading  member  of  the  C.  W. 
B.  L.,  holding  a responsible  office  in  same  since  its 
organization,  and  is  also  connected  with  Church 
and  literary  associations;  William,  living  at  home, 
holds  a position  in  the  Hawley  Glass  Works,  and 
is  a young  man  of  exemplary  habits ; he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  O.  IT. ; Joseph  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years ; James  lives  at  home,  and  is  employed  as  clerk 
in  the  M.  R.  Barretts  grocery  store  in  the  town. 
Ambrose  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  ; and  Thomas 
is  at  home.  The  family  is  one  of  the  highest  respect- 
ability, and  is  the  center  of  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances.  Socially  Mrs.  Gibbons  affiliates 
with  the  L.  C.  B.  A. 

Mrs.  Gibbons  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
February  22,  1858,  a daughter  of  John  and  Cather- 
ine (Cunningham)  Golden,  natives  of  County  Mayo, 
Ireland,  the  former  born  in  1820,  the  latter  in  1808. 
In  1852  they  emigrated  to  the  New  World,  and  spent 
the  first  seven  years  after  their  arrival  in  Cincin- 
nati. They  then  removed  to  Hawley,  Penn.,  and 
from  1895  found  a pleasant  home  with  Mrs.  Gib- 
bons, where  the  father  died  September  13,  1898; 
his  faithful  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave  two 
months  later,  her  death  occurring  November  12,  of 
the  same  year.  Both  were  communicants  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a 
Democrat.  He  served  as  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship for  one  term,  and  for  many  years  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  In  the  Golden 
family  were  four  children,  namely:  Mary,  who  died 
in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  in  early  womanhood  ; Patrick, 
who  died  in  Hawley ; John,  who  entered  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  yar,  and  has  never  been  heard 
from  since;  and  Bridget,  widow  of  our  subject. 

GEORGE  E.  QUICK,  a representative  go- 
ahead  and  wide-awake  citizen  of  Lake  township, 
Wayne  county,  is  a practical  general  farmer,  at  the 
same  time  carryng  on  a prosperous  butchering 
business. 

Mr.  Quick  is  a native  of  Pike  county,  Penn., 
born  February  28,  1858,  a son  of  John  T.  and  Cath- 
erine (Vanetten)  Quick,  natives,  respectively,  of 
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Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Milford,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  in  which  latter  place  they  were  married. 
The  father  was  born  August  14,  1835,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  be  dead,  as  he  has  never  been  heard  from 
since  leaving  home,  ostensibly  in  search  of  work, 
when  our  subject  was  a child.  The  mother,  who 
was  born  June  12,  1837,  now  resides  at  Salem  Cor- 
ners, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Two  children  were  born 
to  Air.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Quick,  George  E.  being  the 
younger  and  the  only  one  living,  the  elder,  also  a 
son,  having  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  up  to  the  age  of  ten  years  re- 
mained for  the  most  part  with  his  mother,  who 
then  gave  him  to  Squire  T.  J.  Dickson,  a farmer  of 
Greene  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  to  bring  up  and 
educate  until  he  should  be  twenty-one  years  old. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen,  however,  the  ambitious  and 
independent  lad  thought  that  he  was  old  enough  to 
care  for  himself  and  so  “ran  away  ',  to  use  his  own 
expression,  and  returning  to  Pike  county  worked  in 
the  woods,  peeling  bark,  etc.,  in  which  line  of  labor 
he  continued  until  1878.  In  that  year  he  moved 
to  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  re- 
mained a few  months,  in  the  meantime  taking  unto 
himself  a life  partner,  after  which  we  find  him  in 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  in  a foundry 
some  five  years.  On  account  of  impaired  health, 
however,  he  once  more  moved  to  Salem  township, 
for  three  years  farming  on  shares  at  Salem  Corners, 
and  connected  with  different  farms  until  1890,  when 
he  came  to  his  present  place,  which  he  subsequently, 
January  15,  1894,  purchased.  In  1889  he  embarked 
in  the  butchering  business,  buying,  selling,  etc., 
and  in  all  his  undertakings  he  has  met  with  uni- 
form and  well-merited  success. 

On  September  8,  1878,  at  Newfoundland, 

Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  George  E.  Quick  was  married, 
by  Rev.  E.  F.  Rommel,  a minister  of  the  Moravian 
Church,  to  Miss  Ruey  E.  Glosenger,  and  eight 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  their  names  and 
dates  of  birth  being  as  follows:  Walter  E.,  April 

2,  1880;  Maude,  June  18,  1882;  Alva,  May  1,  1886; 
Mabel,  November  19,  1887;  Alice,  May  7,  1890; 
George  W.,  October  15,  1894;  Charles  V.,  October 
10,  1896;  and  Frank  L.,  January  13,  1900. 

Mrs.  George  E.  Quick  was  born  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  February  22,  1858, 
a daughter  of  William  and  Mary  A.  (Fowler) 
Glosenger,  natives  of  Salem  township  and  Con- 
necticut, respectively,  who  were  married  in  the  lo- 
cality ; there  the  father  followed  farming.  He  was 
born  October  8,  1828,  and  died  January  30,  1894; 
the  mother,  born  May  12,  1836,  died  in  July,  1886, 
and  they  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  the  Salem  burying- 
ground.  They  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
To  this  honored  couple  came  children  as  follows : 
George  B.,  born  in  February,  1856,  is  deceased; 
Ruey  A.,  our  subject’s  wife,  comes  next;  Alice  A., 
born  in  February,  i860,  married  Emerson  D.  Conk- 
lin, a railroad  fireman,  with  residence  at  Scranton ; 
Angelo,  born  December  29,  1862,  is  a farmer  at 
Gravity,  Penn.;  and  Florence,  born  September  23, 


1878,  is  living  with  our  subject  and  his  wife.  The 
father  was  thrice  married,  first  time  to  Miss  Lavira 
Sampson,  who  died  childless  about  one  year  later ; 
his  second  wife  was  Miss  Mary  A.  Fowler,  as  above 
recorded ; and  for  his  third  wife  Mr.  Glosenger, 
three  years  after  the  death  of  his  second,  wedded 
Miss  Florence  Barclay,  who  now  resides  in  Wayne 
county;  she  became  the  mother  of  two  children, 
one  of  whom  resides  with  her ; Belma  died  April 
17,  1893.  Mrs.  Quick’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
John  and  Mary  (Brown)  Glosenger.  Her  maternal 
grandparents,  Harmon  and  Mary  Fowler,  were  na- 
tives of  England,  whence  they  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  1830,  settling  in  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Quick  is  a self-made  man  in  the  literal 
sense  of  the  term,  one  whose  advancement  has  come 
through  his  own  efforts,  and  who  by  industry  and 
honest  toil  has  won  for  himself  an  enviable  place 
among  the  representative  agriculturists  and  busi- 
ness men  of  Wayne  county. 

JOHN  WESLEY  CHAPMAN.  More  than 
sixty-six  years  have  passed  since  this  gentleman 
arrived  in  Wayne  county,  and  he  is  justly  num- 
bered among  the  honored  pioneers  and  leading  cit- 
izens. He  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
her  lumbering  and  farming  interests,  and  is  still 
actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Buck- 
ingham township,  where  for  thirty  years  he  has 
owned  and  operated  his  present  farm  of  159  acres. 
The  well-tilled  fields  and  neat  and  thrifry  appear- 
ance of  the  place  indicate  the  industrious  habits  and 
progressive  spirit  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  born  in  Andes,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  February  9,  1828,  a son  of  Israel  Chap- 
man, who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  of  English  an- 
cestry, and  was  reared  in  that  State.  When  a 
young  man  the  father  removed  to  Delaware  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  he  subsequently  married  Parthena 
Pettibone,  a native  of  Vermont,  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children : Dinah,  Lucy,  Amaza 

(who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years),  Olive,  Israel, 
Anriis  (who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years), 
Parthena,  one  who  died  in  infancy,  Abner,  David 
(a  resident  of  Liberty,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.),  and 
John  Wesley.  The  two  last  are  the  only  ones  now 
living.  In  1832  the  father  brought  his  family  to 
Equinunk,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  at  which  time  the 
village  contained  but  two  or  three  log  cabins.  He 
began  the  erection  of  a tannery,  but  never  com- 
pleted it,  his  time  and  attention  being  given  to  the 
operation  of  a sawmill  and  to  the  lumber  business 
for  many  years  on  Equinunk  creek.  He  died  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-five  years,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Politically  he 
was  a Whig,  and  in  religious  connection  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  served  as  local  preacher,  being  an  active 
and  zealous  worker  in'  the  Master’s  cause.  His 
wife,  who  was  a member  of  the  same  Church,  and 
was  a true  Christian  woman,  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years. 
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Being  but  four  years  old  on  his  arrival  in 
Wayne  county,  John  W.  Chapman  was  reared  amid 
pioneer  scenes,  and  early  became  familiar  with  the 
arduous  task  of  clearing  and  developing  a new 
farm.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  busi- 
ness career  he  has  engaged  in  lumbering  in  connec- 
tion with  farming,  and  has  met  with  well-deserved 
success  in  his  undertakings,  being  to-day  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  Buckingham  township. 
His  farm,  which  is  pleasantly  located  on  Fall 
creek,  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

On  January  i,  i860,  Mr.  Chapman  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Rosetta  Abb'ie  Sher- 
wood, a representative  of  a prominent  family  of 
Wayne  county,  though  born  in  Liberty  township, 
Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Nathan  Sher- 
wood, was  a native  of  Connecticut,  but  was  reared 
in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  was  a son  of  Amos 
and  Betsy  (Burr)  Sherwood,  the  latter  a relative 
of  Aaron  Burr.  Nathan  Sherwood  married  Miss 
Sybil  Stone,  also  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a 
daughter  of  Abner  and.  Anna  (Kelsey)  Stone,  and 
Mrs.  Chapman  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  four 
children,  the  others  being  Charles,  a resident  of 
Equinunk,  Wayne  county ; A.  Osborn ; and  Anna, 
wife  of  Joshua  Pine,  of  Equinunk.  The  father, 
who  was  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
this  section  of  the  State,  died  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-six  years,  and  the  mother  later  became  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Tyner,  by  whom  she  had  the  fol- 
lowing children : ’ Elizabeth,  wife  of  Silas  Lord : 
Abner;  Oakley;  Julia,  wife  of  Clark  Spencer,  of 
Preston  township,  Wayne  county;  Clara,  now  de- 
ceased, who  was  a teacher  in  early  life,  and  later 
married  Walter  Ensign;  Eddy,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  years ; and  William,  a resident  of  Montana. 
The  mother,  who  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Epscopal  Church,  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman 
are  Elmer  W.,  who  resides  with  his  parents  and  is 
a member  of  Lake  Como  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; Henry 
Ivelsey,  who  married  Elizabeth  Vandemark,  ana 
has  three  children,  Ruby,  Agnes  and  Homer ; 
Olive,  wife  of  Ed  Egler,  of  Buckingham  township ; 
Oakley,  at  home;  Nathan,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  months ; and  Otis,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
months.  Politically  Mr.  Chapman  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  gives  his  support  to  all 
measures  which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove  of 
public  benefit.  Flis  is  the  honorable  career  of  a 
conscientious  man,  who  by  his  upright  life  has  won 
the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact.  He  has  rounded  the  Psalmist’s  span  of 
three  score  years  and  ten,  yet  has  the  vigor  of  a 
much  younger  man,  and'  seems  still  in  his  prime. 
His  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

LEVI  TEEPLE  has  always  made  his  home  in 
Manchester  township,  Wayne  county,  and  his  name 
is  inseparably  connected  with  its  agricultural  inter- 


ests. The  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  he  has 
attained  an  honorable  position  and  marked  prestige 
among  the  representative  farmers  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Teeple  was  born  in  Manchester  township, 
December  18,  1843,  a son  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
(Snyder)  Teeple.  The  father  was  born  in  Equi- 
nunk, his  parents,  Christopher  and  Louise  Teeple, 
having  come  from  Pike  county,  Penn.,  to  Wayne 
county  at  an  early  clay,  making  the  trip  in  canoes 
up  the  Delaware  river.  For  a number  of  years  they 
resided  in  Equinunk,  and,  on  selling  their  prop- 
erty there,  purchased  land  on  the  Union  road  three 
’ miles  from  the  village.  In  the  midst  of  the  forest 
the  grandfather  built  a log  cabin,  and  at  once  turned 
his  attention  to  clearing  and  improving  his  farm. 
Upon  that  place  he  reared  his  family  and  spent  his 
remaining  days.  Among  his  children  were : Will- 
iam F.,  one  of  the  famous  hunters  of  Wayne  county ; 
Christopher  Abraham  John  Elison  Depew;  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  William  Layton,  and  lives  in 
Manchester,  where  she  died  some  years  ago;  and 
Robert,  mentioned  below. 

Robert  Teeple,  our  subject’s  father,  settled  on 
a farm  in  Manchester  township  after  his  marriage, 
and  there  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  when  he  accepted  a position  as 
clerk  in  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  D. 
C.,  remaining  there  until  May,  1865,  when  he  start- 
ed for  home,  but  died  on  his  way  there.  His  wife 
and  children,  however,  never  left  the  farm.  Our 
subject  was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  the  others  being 
as  follows:  (2)  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Lay- 
' ton,  of  Manchester  township,  and  has  two  children. 
(3)  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Graham,  of 
Wisconsin,  and  has  five  children.  (4)  Peter  E.  mar- 
ried Beulah  Smith,  by  whom  .he  has  five  children, 
and  they  reside  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (5)  Elizabeth 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  Sherwood,  a farmer  of  Man- 
chester township,  and  they  have  two  children.  Grade 
and  Edwin.  (6)  Emaline  is  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Bishop,  of  Buckingham  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  has  five  children.  (7)  Dora  is  the  wife  of  Ira 
Travis,  of  New  Jersey,  who  is  engaged  in  the  cream- 
ery business. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
upon  the  home  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  responded  to  his  country’s  call  for  aid  in  put- 
ting down  the  rebellion,  enlisting  in  September, 
1861,  in  Company  F,  45th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Charles  Parker,  of  Equinunk,  Wayne  county.  After 
being  sworn  in  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  and  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  regiment  proceeded 
to  South  Carolina,  under  command  of  Gen.  Burn- 
sides, and  was  stationed  on  the  island  of  Hilton 
Head  and  different  parts  of  the  country  for  one 
-year.  After  McClellan’s  defeat  at  Richmond,  they 
were  called  to  Washington,  and  later  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Antietam  and  South  Mountain,  re- 
maining in  that  locality  until  Lee’s  army  was  driven 
out  of  Maryland  in  the  fall  of  1862.  After  the  vic- 
tor)- of  Antietam,  the  regiment  followed  the  re- 
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treating  Rebel  army  back  into  Virginia,  proceeding 
as  far  as  Fredericksburg.  After  tbe  siege  of 
Fredericksburg  Mr.  Teeple  was  taken  ill  and  sent 
to  the  hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  one  year,  being  discharged  in  May,  1863, 
on  account  of  physical  disability.  He  returned  to 
recuperate,  and  in  March,  1864,  re-enlisted  in  his  old 
company.  He  took  part  in  the  hard-fought  battle 
of  the  Wilderness  under  Gen.  Grant,  the  seven- 
davs’  fight,  and  the  engagements  at  Cold  Harbor 
and  Spottsylvania.  The  regiment  then  crossed  the 
North  Ann  river  and  proceeded  to  Petersburg, 
where  they  were  surrounded  and  taken  prisoners, 
all  being  sent  to  Libby  prison  in  Richmond,  where 
they  were  incarcerated  for  a time  and  then  trans- 
fered  to  Salisbury  prison.  After  Lee’s  surrender 
they  were  paroled  in  April,  1865,  and  sent  to  An- 
napolis. They  were  finally  discharged  at  Balti- 
more, May  19,  1865,  and  Mr.  Teeple  returned  home 
to  resume  the  more  quiet  pursuits  of  civil  life,  de- 
voting his  energies  to  lumbering  and  farming. 

In  1868  our  subject  married  Miss  Amy  Chase, 
of  Manchester  township,  a daughter  of  G.  B.  and 
Jane  Chase,  honored  pioneers  of  that  place.  Mr. 
Teeple  then  purchased  a farm  which  he  cleared  and 
continued  to  cultivate  until  1882,  when  he  sold  it 
and  bought  the  George  Modridge  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred acres  on  the  Union  road  in  Manchester  town- 
ship. He  has  made  many  excellent  improvements 
upon  the  place,  and  is  still  successfully  engaged  in 
its  operation.  He  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  died  of  appen- 
dicitis in  December,  1896,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight 
years.  She  was  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  a 
faithful  member  of  and  active  worker  in  the  Union 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  was  beloved  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  her,  and  is  greatly  missed 
especially  by  her  fellow  workers  in  the  Church, 
where  she  was  organist  for  a number  of  years.  The 
only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teeple  is  Ira  E.,  born 
in  Manchester  township,  November  19,  1869.  He 
began  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  later 
attended  the  high  school  at  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  graduated.  He  then  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  Wayne  county,  for  three  years,  and  in  1892  took 
up  the  study  of  telegraphy,  becoming  an  efficient 
operator.  For  three  years  he  held  a position  at 
Campbell  Hall,  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  at  present 
is  station  agent  and  operator  on  the  New  York, 
Ontario  & Western  railroad  at  Fairdale,  New 
York. 

Politically,  Mr.  Teeple  is  a pronounced  Repub- 
lican, being  descended  from  good  old  Whig  stock, 
and  at  present  he  is  one  of  the  township  auditors. 
For  twenty  years  he  has  also  been  a member  of  tbe 
Union  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  now  serving  as 
trustee  and  treasurer,  and  contributes  liberally  to  its 
support.  He  is  a member  of  Post  No.  340,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Equinunk.  Over  his  life  record  there  falls  no 
shadow  of  wrong  or  suspicion  of  evil,  and  he  merits 
and  receives  the  warmest  regard  of  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 

60 


HALSEY  MORGAN,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  a substantial  citizen  and  prosperous  farmer  of 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  has  descended  from 
an  old  New  England  family  who  came  from  Scot- 
land and  settled  in  Connecticut  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years  ago. 

Samuel  and  Mary  (Homes)  Morgan,  his 
grandparents,  resided  .in  Boston,  Mass.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  (Stratton)  Morgan,  Connecticut  people, 
he  from  New  London  county,  and  she  from  Hart- 
ford county,  came  in  1812  to  what  is  now  Lake 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  our  subject.  Jesse  Morgan,  the 
latter’s  granduncle,  bought  a large  tract  of  land  in 
Wayne  county  in  the  latter  part  of  the  17th  century, 
of  which  tract  Samuel  Morgan  (2)  purchased  160 
acres.  Samuel  Morgan  (2)  was  a farmer  through- 
out his  lifetime.  He  was  a man  of  intelligence,  and 
played  well  his  part  among  those  to  whom  it  was 
left  to  settle  and  develop  a new  country.  His 
good  wife,  too,  was  a sensible  woman,  who  proved 
a good  helpmeet  and  wise  companion,  and  reared 
her  children  to  become  useful  men  and  women.  He 
died  in  1861,  when  seventy  years  of  age,  and  she 
lived  to  be  seventy-seven,  dying  in  1870;  both  are 
buried  in  the  Salem  township  cemetery.  To  their 
marriage  were  born:  Samuel,  a farmer  living  in 

Tioga  county,  Penn.,  married  Maria  Spencer;  Ros- 
well, a farmer  residing  at  Washington,  Iowa,  mar- 
ried Sarah  A.  Beers;  Mary  M.  is  at  home;  Jane, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John  Headley,  of  Dakota ; 
Halsey  is  our  subject;  Ellen,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Louis  Moore,  of  Wayne  county;  Hannah 
is  the  second  wife  of  John  Headley;  and  David  is 
deceased. 

Halsey  Morgan  until  twentv-three  years  of 
age  remained  on  the  homestead  (the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides),  where  he  was  born  August  29, 
1823;  the  place  is  known  as  the  “Morgan  Hill 
farm.”  At  that  age  he  went  to  Jo  Daviess  county, 
111.,  and  there  purchased  a farm  of  300  acres,  which 
he  farmed  for  a number  of  years.  He  then  sold  the 
place  and  moved  to  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  purchas- 
ing a farm  there,  and  after  one  year's  experience  in 
that  locality  went  to  Missouri  and  bought  a 200- 
acre  farm  in  DeRalb  county.  I he  Civil  war  was  un- 
der headway  by  this  time,  and  resolving  to  become  a 
participant  in  it  Mr.  Morgan  sold  his  possessions 
and,  on  January  10,  1862.  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
1st  M.  V.  I.,  his  term  of  service  lasting  until  April 
4,  1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Warrensburg,  Mo.  He  served  first  under  Capt. 
Harvey  and  then  under  Capt.  William  Meredith. 
His  company  was  especially  assigned  to  the  work  of 
ridding  that  State  of  the  bushwhackers  and  guer- 
rillas who  were  so  troublesome  to  the  Union  forces 
in  that  section,  and  he  was  one  of  a band  of  twenty- 
five  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Missouri  to  fol- 
low up  and  capture  Quantrell,  the  notorious  guer- 
rilla operating  in  that  State.  After  his  discharge 
from  the  United  States  service  Mr.  Morgan  went 
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to  Chicago  and  there  joined  some  men  who  went 
to  lennessee  to  engage  in  building  a railroad  from 
Nashville  to  Johnsonville,  and  after  three  months 
so  employed  lie  came  to  his  present  farm  and  has 
here  since  remained,  engaged  in  farming.  He  has 
made  a success  of  his  vocation,  and  is  comfortably 
situated,  having  an  ample  share  of  his  world’s 
goods  to  gratify  his  tastes  and  desires.  He  is  an 
excellent  farmer,,  a careful  business  man  and  a good 
manager. 

A sister  of  Mr.  Morgan  resides  with  him  and 
presides  over  the  household.  In  his  political  views 
our  subject  is  Republican.  He  is  a member  of  Post 
No.  12,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Gravity,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

O.  R.  WHITE,  a leading  citizen  of  Damascus 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  one  of  the  valiant 
defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war,  was 
born  in  Liberty  township,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Au- 
gust ii,  1832. 

Mr.  White’s  grandfather,  Elaricum  White,  was 
a native  of  Connecticut  and  of  Irish  descent.  He 
married  Miss  A.  Crossman,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  several  children,  among  whom  was  Linas 
White,  the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  but  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1844  removing  to 
Parksville.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  By 
his  marriage  with  Sally  Bowker  he  had  a family 
of  ten  children,  namely:  Azubah,  Rumah,  Maria, 

James,  Sarah,  John,  O.  R.,  Anna,  Jane,  and  Noah 
P.  Of  their  four  sons,  three  entered  the  service 
of  their  country  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Re- 
bellion. John,  born  March  11,  1829,  enlisted  in 
Company  M,  4th  P.  V.  C.,  and  during  his  four- 
years’  service  had  his  shoulder  blade  dislocated; 
Noah  P.  enlisted  in  the  141st  P.  V.  I.,  and  was 
wounded  at  Chancellorsville,  being  shot  through  the 
shoulder.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty  years,  the  father  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight. Both  were  very  domestic  in  their 
tastes,  and  carefully  reared  their  large  family. 
They  were  devout  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  Mr.  White  was  a Republican  in  pol- 
itics. 

The  first  twelve  vears  of  his  life  O.  R.  White 
passed  in  his  native  county,  and  then  accompanied 
his  sister  to  Damascus  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  The  district  schools 
afforded  him  his  educational  privileges,  and-  his 
business  training  during  his  youth  was  obtained  on 
his  brother-in-law’s  farm  and  in  the  lumber  woods. 
In  September,  1862,  in  response  to  President  Lin- 
coln's call  for  30,000  men,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  84th  P.  V.  I.,  and  served  for  two  years  and 
eight  months,  being  honorably  discharged  in  June, 
1865.  He  oarticipated  in  the  battles  of  Chancel- 
lorsville and  Gettysburg,  and  all  the  battles  from 
Spottsylvania  to  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee  at  Ap- 
pomatox  Court  House  (twelve  engagements),  and 
at  Stoneman  Switch,  Va.,  was  wounded,  losing 
the  large  toe  on  the  right  foot. 


On  returning  home  Mr.  White  located  in  Da- 
mascus township  and  turned  his  attention  to  lum- 
bering. In  1867  he  purchased  his  present  farm, 
which  at  that  time  was  covered  with  a heavy 
growth  of  timber,  and  his  first  House,  which  was 
16x20  feet,  was  built  of  hemlock  and  beech  logs. 
It  is  still  standing,  being  used  as  a carpenter  and 
tool  shop.  To-day  the  farm  bears  little  resem- 
blance to  the  place  on  which  he  located  over  a 
third  of  a century  ago,  for  waving  fields  of  grain 
have  replaced  the  forest,  and  instead  of  the  log 
cabin  there  is  a comfortable  modern  residence, 
erected  on  a good  building  site  one  mile  east  of 
Galilee.  The  place  comprises  no  acres  of  valuable 
land. 

On  August  30,  1855,  Mr.  White  married  Miss 
Emily  Marks,  a native  of  Damascus  township,  and 
a daughter  of  Jake  and  Polly  (Keesler)  Marks, 
and  four  children  blessed  this  union : ( 1 ) Stephen 

L.  married  Esther  Gregg,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  Ernest  and  K'ittie  E.  yet  living.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  wedded  Mary  Gregg, 
and  to  them  has  been  born  one  child,  Emily.  (2) 
Mary  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  (3)  Ernest 
C.,  a resident  of  Damascus  township,  married 
Anna  Gregg,  and  has  one  child,  Cassie.  (4)  Re- 
becca is  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Marks,  of  Tanners  Falls, 
Wayne  county,  and  has  four  children,  Mabel,  Flor- 
ence, Harrison  and  Howard.  Mr.  White’s  great- 
est loss  was  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  November  14,  1890.  She  was  a good  wife, 
a tender  mother,  a kind  neighbor  and  a faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  White  is 
also  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  has  served  as  Sabbath-school  super- 
intendent for  the  long  period  of  twenty-three 
years.  His  political  support  is  always  given  to  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  a man  of  broad  and  lib- 
eral views,  and  one  who  has  always  given  a cordial 
support  to  those  enterprises  which  tend  to  elevate 
the  religious  and  educational  standing  of  the  com- 
munity. 

LEVI  OSTRANDER,  who  was  one  of  the 
“brave  boys  in  blue”  during  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  is  now  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a native 
of  New  York,  born  in  Ulster  county  in  1841.  His 
uncle,  Levi  Ostrander,  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  the  family  has  always  been  a loyal  and 
patriotic  one. 

John  Ostrander,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  on  reaching  man- 
hood was  married  in  that  State  to  Miss  Marinda 
Morehouse,  of  Ulster  county,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  namely:  John,  Eliza,  Harvey  and 

Amanda.  After  the  death  of  this  wife  he  wedded 
Miss  Susan  B.  Miller,  of  Greenfield,  N.  Y.,  a 
daughter  of  Peleg  Miller,  and  to  them  were  born 
eight  children : Jesse,  who  died  in  the  South  while 

fighting  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and  now 
fills  a soldier’s  grave;  Levi,  the  subject  of  this 
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sketch ; Reuben,  also  one  of  the  gallant  soldiers  of 
the  Civil  war,  who  for  nine  months  was  confined  in 
the  loathsome  Andersonville  prison,  and  later  died 
at  City  Point,  Va. ; Maggie ; Mary,  deceased ; 
Frances,  wife  of  S.  Stebbens,  of  New  York;  Ste- 
phen; and  Nelson,  deceased.  The  father  of  these 
children  followed  wagonmaking  as  a life  work ; was 
a Democrat  in  political  sentiment ; and  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to  which 
the  mother  also  belonged.  She  died  ill  Wayne 
county  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  he  passed 
away  when  sixty-two  years  of  age,  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them. 

In  the  State  of  his  nativity  Levi  Ostrander 
was  reared  to  manhood,  his  mother  teaching  him 
to  read  and  write,  and  later  he  attended  the  public 
schools,  where  he  received  a fair  English  education. 
When  President  Lincoln  issued  his  call  for  300,000 
volunteers  to  assist  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion 
our  subject  enlisted,  September  22,  1862,  in  Com- 
pany I,  84th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  John  Comfort 
and  Col.  Bowman,  and  on  December  13  of  that 
year  participated  in  his  first  battle,  that  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, under  Gen.  Burnside.  Here  he  had  his 
collar-bone  broken  and  received  a severe  kick  from 
a horse  that  cut  the  end  of  his  nose  and  knocked 
out  several  teeth.  The  following  July,  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Gettysburg,  he  was  injured  by  a bursting 
shell,  a piece  of  which  passed  through  his  hand 
and  another  through  his  thigh.  When  the  battle 
was  over  he  was  removed  from  the  field  on  a 
stretcher  and  for  over  a year  lay  in  hospital.  Fi- 
nally he  was  honorably  discharged,  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  in  June,  1865,  and  returned  home  to  resume 
his  farming  operations,  in  which  he  has  been  quite 
successful.  Pie  is  now  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of 
eighty-seven  acres  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  improved  with  a good  residence,  large  barns 
and  substantial  outbuildings. 

In  July,  1862,  Mr.  Ostrander  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Corinda  Youngs,  a daughter  of 
George  and  Lena  Youngs,  and  to  them  were  born 
six  children : Eunice  (now  the  wife  of  James  Lud- 

wig), Arthur  H.,  John  H.,  Nelson,  Harry  E.  and 
Lozelle  (who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
months).  The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was 
a worthy  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  passed 
away  in  September,  1891,  and  her  death  was 
mourned  by  many  warm  friends  as  well  as  her  im- 
mediate family.  Mr.  Ostrander  was  again  married, 
in  December,  1892,1ns  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Bertha  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and 
reared  and  educated  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  having 
come  with  her  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1873. 
Her  father,  P.  A.  Miller,  became  a miner  in  Scran- 
ton; her  mother  died  in  1883.  Their  children  were 
Lena,  Bertha,  John,  William  and  Tena.  By  his 
second  marriage  Mr.  Ostrander  has  three  children: 
Bertha  Amelia,  now  aged  six  years;  Erma  Fran- 
ces, aged  three;  and  Levi  Ransom,  aged  one. 

Politically  our  subject  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party;  and,  fraternally,  is  a member  of 


Grand  Army  Post  No.  198,  of  Honesdale.  He 
was  a brave  soldier,  and  is  therefore  a good  citizen, 
reliable,  enterprising,  and  progressive,  with  always 
a kind  word  and  a pleasant  smile  for  those  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

HON.  NELSON  FAY  UNDERWOOD.  In 
studying  the  lives  and  character  of  prominent  men, 
we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  into  the  secret  of 
their  success  and  the  motives  that  have  prompted 
their  action.  Self-reliance,  conscientiousness,  en- 
ergy, honesty — these  are  the  traits  of  character  that 
insure  the  highest  emoluments  and  greatest  success, 
and  to  these  may  we  attribute  the  success  that  has 
crowned  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Underwood,  who  is 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  Lake 
Como,  and  has  for  three  terms  represented  Wayne 
county  in  the  State  Legislature. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1830,  at  Oxford,  Wor- 
cester Co.,  Mass.,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  Under- 
wood, a native  of  Windham  county,  Conn.  The 
grandfather,  Samuel  Lmderwood,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut of  English  ancestry,  and  in  that  State 
married  a Miss  Richardson,  who  after  his  death 
wedded  Simon  Carpenter.  The  grandparents  both 
died  in  Connecticut.  Daniel  Underwood  was  reared 
at  Pomfret,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  near  the  Put- 
nam Wolf  Den,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade.  He  married  Harriet  Fay,,  a native 
of  Worcester  county,  Mass.,  and  a daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Phoebe  (Marsh)  Fay,  the  former  born  in 
Massachusetts  of  French  ancestry.  In  1830  Dan- 
iel Underwood,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two 
children,  came  by  team  and  wagon  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  spending  the  first  year  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 
In  1832  they  located  in  Preston  township  on  what 
has  since  been  known  as  the  Underwood  home- 
stead, but  at  that  time  only  three-quarters  of  an 
acre  had  been  cleared  and  a log  cabin  erected 
thereon.  Wild  animals,  including  wolves,  were 
frequently  seen,  and  most  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try was  still  in  its  primitive  condition.  The  father 
spent  the  last  seven  years  of  his  life  in  Hancock,  N. 
Y.,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-six;  the  mother,  who 
survived  him  some  years,  died  in  Equinunk,  Wayne 
county,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  For  many 
years  she  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Throughout  his  active  business  life  Dan- 
iel Underwood  was  quite  extensively  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  very  successful  in 
his  operations.  Until  1840  he  was  a Jacksonian 
Democrat,  but  that  year  voted  for  W.  H.  Harrison, 
and  continued  to  support  the  Whig  party  until  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  1856,  when 
he  voted  for  Gen.  Fremont,  and  four  years  later  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  was  a man  of  strong  con- 
victions, and  was  a firm  advocate  of  the  principles 
in  which  he  believed.  Fraternally  he  affiliated  with 
the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Hancock,  New  York. 

To  Daniel  and  Harriet  (Fay)  Underwood 
were  born  six  children : Lewis  A.  died  at  Lake 

Como  in  1893.  Nelson  Fay  is  second  in  the  family. 
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Willard  G.  is  engaged  in  the  stone  business  in  Han- 
cock, X.  Y.  Prescott  is  a farmer  living  near  Seattle, 
Wash.  Lavina  is  the  wife  of  Hon.  J.  E.  Wood- 
mansee,  of  Lake  Como.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Le- 
ander  Howard,  of  Hancock,  N.  Y.  I he  daughters 
both  engaged  in  teaching  school  prior  to  their  mar- 
riage. 

Reared  on  the  old  homestead,  Mr.  Underwood, 
of  this  review,  began  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  later  attending  an 
academy  for  two  terms,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  district  schools  for  the  same  length 
of  time.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  lumber- 
ing and  farming,  and  in  1866  located  upon  his 
father's  farm,  which  he  successfully  operated  for 
twenty  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  re- 
moved to  Lake  Como,  where  for  three  and  one-half 
years  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  his 
son,  E.  B. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  married,  January  17, 
1857,  at  Thompson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  to 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Rice,  who  was  Dorn  in  Worcester 
county,  Mass.,  but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Har- 
ford, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  Her  parents  were 
Amos  J.  and  Sallie  (Green)  Rice,  natives  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  former  of  whom  died  in  Harford, 
Penn.,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children : Har- 

riette,  who  married  F.  Sanford,  but  both  are  now 
deceased;  Sarah,  wife  of  our  subject;  Daniel,  who 
died  in  youth ; Ellen,  widow  of  S.  Hardy,  a resi- 
dent of  Westfield,  Mass.;  Carrie  C.,  wife  of  Wil- 
lard G.  Underwood,  of  Hancock,  N.  Y. ; and  Har- 
vey S.,  who  was  a member  of  the  17th  Pennsylva- 
nia Cavalry,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant,  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  in  action  near  Trevilians,  Va. 
The  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Harford,  Penn.,  is  named  in 
honor  of  this  young  hero. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Under- 
wood are  as  follows:  Nettie  F. ; E.  B.  and  H.  R., 

who  are  graduates  of  the  American  School  • of 
Osteopathy  at  Kirksville,  Mo.,  the  former  practic- 
ing at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  at  Scranton, 
Penn.;  Rosalia;  Kate  S.,  who  for  four  years  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching,  and  died  at  San 
Diego,  Cal.,  at  which  time  she  was  the  wife  of 
Jesse  Frisbee;  and  Dolly,  who  died  in  1879,  at  the 
ag-e  of  four  years.  All  have  been  provided  with  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages,  Nettie  having  at- 
tended school  in  Prompton,  Wayne  county;  Rose 
in  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  and  the  others  in  Pleasant 
Mount,  Wayne  county.  The  family  have  a beau- 
tiful home  at  Lake  Como,  where  they  delight  to 
entertain  their  many  friends,  and  in  the  social  cir- 
cles of  that  place  they  occupy  an  enviable  position. 
Parents  and  children  all  hold  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Underwood  has  the  finest  mineral  col- 
lection in  Wayne  county,  and  has  also  many  inter- 
esting- Indian  relics.  Socially  he  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  Hancock,  N.  Y., 
and  he  is  still  a member  of  Como  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters  and  an  earnest 
advocate  of  its  principles,  taking  a leading  and  im- 
portant part  in  political  affairs.  He  has  filled  al- 
most all  of  the  local  offices,  serving  as  justice  of 
the  peace  many  years,  and  in  1878  was  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature,  taking  his  seat  in  January 
of  the  following  year.  At  the  end  of  his  term,  his 
name  was  again  placed  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
but  this  time  he  was  defeated  by  nine  votes.  How- 
ever, in  1894,  and  again  in  1896,  he  was  elected  to 
that  body,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  influential 
and  popular  members  of  the  House,  serving  on  a 
number  of  important  committees.  From  1879  to 
1895  he  was  a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agri- 
culture. He  has  proved  a most  able  and  efficient 
representative  of  his  district,  and  the  measures  he 
advocates  have  always  met  with  warm  and  cordial 
support.  [Mr.  Underwood  has  contributed  an  in- 
teresting and  instructive  article  on  the  Geology  of. 
Wayne  county  to  Mr.  Haines  for  use  in  his  con- 
templated “Centennial  Llistory  of  Wayne  County.”] 

JOHN  F.  STEWART,  a prominent  citizen 
of  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna  county,  bears  an  hon- 
arable  record  as  a business  man  and  as  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war.  In  September,  1864,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  198th  P.  V.  I.,  the  “Union  League 
Regiment”,  under  Capt.  B.  F.  Gardner,  of  Fac- 
toryville.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth 
Corps.  Mr.  Stewart  served  on  detached  duty  until 
the  fall  of  1864,  and  took  part  in  all  the  engage- 
ments of  the  Fifth  Corps,  the  first  one  being  the 
battle  of  the  South  Side  Railroad.  After  Lee's 
surrender  he  marched  from  Appomattox  to  Ar- 
lington Heights,  where  he  was  mustered  out  of 
service,  after  participating  in  the  Grand  Review  at 
W ashington. 

Mr.  Stewart's  family  is  of  Scotch  origin,  and 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  James  Stewart,  came 
from  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  in  Colonial  times, 
being  the  first  white  settler  in  Delaware  county, 
N.  Y.  This  worthy  pioneer  was  driven  from  his 
home  three  times  by  the  Indians,  but  he  was  not  dis- 
heartened by  his  trials  and  hardships,  and  his 
estate  of  400  acres,  purchased  from  the  govern- 
ment, became  a fine  property.  He  and  his  wife, 
Margaret  (Frazier),  had  a large  family  of  children, 
and  their  four  sons  were  all  given  portions  of  the 
homestead.  (1)  William  married,  and  settled  for 
a time  at  the  homestead.  He  was  a man  of  much 
ability,  although  self-educated,  and  finally  entered 
the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  continued  until  his  death.  He  had 
several  children  who  became  noted  as  writers  in 
various  journals  and  magazines.  (2)  John,  our 
subject’s  father,  was  next  in  the  order  of  birth. 
(3)  Isabella,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
married  a Mr.  Gregory,  of  New  York  City,  a 
wealthy  importer  of  fancy  goods.  She  left  one 
son,  Daniel  Gregory,  who  was  a prominent  mer- 
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chant  of  New  York  City.  (4)  Margaret  married 
Swetan  Grant,  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.  They  had  no  family.  (5)  James 
remained  on  the  old  homestead.  He  married,  and 
had  two  sons — Hector,  who  married  and  settled  in 
Bridgeport,  Conn. ; and  Charles,  who  died  at  the 
old  homestead,  where  his  only  son,  Hector,  still 
resides.  (6)  Rachel  married  John  T.  Moore,  of 
Mooresville,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  left  no 
family.  (7)  Charles  was  well  educated,  and  was 
principal  of  different  schools  in  New  York  City 
and  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  where  he  finally 
settled.  He  died  leaving  two  children,  Clark  and 
Margaret ; Clark  became  a very  wealthy  and  promi- 
nent business  man  of  Brooklyn,  where  he  still  re- 
sides; he  was  cashier  for  Jenny  Lind,  the  “Swedish 
Nightingale,”  while  on  her  tour  of  this  country 
under  the  management  of  P.  T.  Barnum.  Mar- 
garet married  Mr.  Kingsley,  one  of  the  great  capi- 
talists of  Brooklyn,  later  a paper  manufacturer  of 
New  Jersey. 

John  Stewart,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1775  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and  his 
wife,  Millicent  (Landon),  was  born  in  the  same 
locality  in  1786.  He  acquired  a good  education 
through  his  own  efforts,  and  for  a number  of  years 
he  taught  successfully  in  Delaware,  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania.  In  1837  he  purchased  a farm 
in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to 
which  he  devoted  his  attention  in  summer  for  sev- 
eral years  while  teaching  in  winter.  He  resided  in 
New  Milford  for  two  years  while  teaching  there, 
and  later  he  made  his  home  in  Herrick,  where  his 
wife  died  in  1850.  From  that  time  he  lived  with 
his  children  until  his  death  in  1868,  and  his  remains 
now  rest  beside  those  of  his  wife  in  the  Harford 
cemetery.  While  he  did  not  crave  public  honors, 
he  always  took  an  interest  in  the  questions  of  the 
time,  being  a strong  Democrat  in  politics,  and  he 
and  his  worthy  wife  were  active  in  religious  work 
as  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They 
had  seven  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in 
Delaware  county,  N.  Y.  ( i ) Charles  was  placed 
bv  his  father  in  a wholesale  store  'in  New  York 
Citv  during  boyhood,  and  remained  there  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  old.  He  then  started  on  a 
nine-years’  tour  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
Washington,  D.  C..  he  traveled  all  over  the  country. 
Returning  to  his  father's  home  in  Susquehanna 
county,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Roberts,  a niece  of 
the  well  known  S.  Mvlert,  of  New  Milford,  who  was 
a Russian  by  birth.  Charles  Stewart  settled  in 
New  Milford,  then  in  Pittston,  where  he  resided 
for  some  time,  but  later  he  moved  to  the  vicinity  of 
Topeka,  Kans.  He  died  in  Chicago  while  under 
treatment  for  cancer,  leaving  a widow  and  four 
children,  Florence,  Willie,  Thomas  and  Jerome,  all 
residents  of  Kansas.  (2)  Polly  L.  married  Her- 
bert Dimock,  and  resided  at  Dimock  Corners,  in 
Susquehanna  county,  for  some  years.  In  1857  they 
removed  to  Avoca,  Wis.,  and  later  they  moved  to 
Lake  countv,  South  Dakota,  where  thev  died  leav- 


ing three  children,  Frederick,  Robertine  and 
Blanche ; both  of  the  daughters  were  well  educated, 
and  became  successful  teachers.  (3)  Harriet 
Helen  was  well  educated  under  her  father's  in- 
structions, and  was  one  of  the  successful  teachers 
of  Susquehanna  county  for  a number  of  years.  She 
married  Edmund  Sampson,  a farmer  of  Starrucca ; 
they  died  at  their  farm,  and  their  only  daughter, 
Agnes,  is  now  the  wife  of  Stephen  Skillett,  of  Star- 
rucca. They  have  six  sons,  Edmund,  Charles, 
George,  Ralph,  John  and  Thomas  Skillett.  (4) 
Thomas  J.  died  at  Herrick  in  early  manhood.  He 
was  much  liked  among  his  associates,  and  was  an 
active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  (5)  Margaret 
E.  is  the  widow  of  John  Hayden,  of  New  Milford, 
formerly  one  of  the  leading  merchants  and  business 
men  of  that  town.  He  died  leaving  no  family,  and 
his  widow  resides  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (6) 
Melicent  L.  taught  school  for  a time,  and  later  mar- 
ried George  Davis,  of  Prompton,  Wayne  county, 
and  moved  to  Kankakee,  111.,  where  they  resided 
two  years.  He  was  employed  as  car  inspector,  and 
was  killed  while  on  duty.  He  left  no  family,  and 
his  widow  now  resides  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Hay- 
den, in  Binghamton.  (7)  John  F.,  our  subject, 
comes  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (8)  Ursula  died 
in  Harford  when  eight  years  old. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  30,  1828,  and 
was  nine  years  old  when  the  family  removed  from 
the  old  homestead  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.  He 
received  a good  education  at  the  Harford  Academy, 
where  he  was  a schoolmate  of  Judge  Henry  Will- 
iams, of  the  Supreme  Bench,  also  of  E.  B.  Chase. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  on  the  farm  until  his 
marriage,  in  1856,  to  Miss  Gulielma  Williams,  a 
descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  a daughter  of  John  and  Esther  Williams, 
prominent  residents  of  Herrick  township.  After 
his  marriage  our  subject  bought  a farm  at  Dimock 
Corners,  where  he  resided  for  a number  of  years, 
and  during  the  Civil  war  his  wife  and  children  re- 
mained there.  In  1874  he  sold  his  farm,  and  in 
1876  bought  real  estate  in  Lanesboro,  where  he 
erected  a fine  house  in  1876.  His  genial  nature  has 
made  him  many  friends,  and  he  is  a leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Order  of  Red  Men  and  Tremain  Post  No. 
8j,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Lanesboro.  Although  never  an 
office  seeker,  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  his  sons 
are  also  adherents  of  that  party.  He  has  always 
been  active  in  Church  and  Sunday-school  work  in 
connection  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His 
beloved  wife,  who  was  for  many  years  a devout 
member  of  that  society,  died  in  Lanesboro  March 
ti,  1880.  Of  their  five  children,  the  eldest.  Ralph 
E.,  born  at  Herrick  in  1857,  was  educated  in  the 
select  schools  of  Lanesboro,  and  as  a young  man 
went  to  Schuylkill  county,  Penn.,  where  he  became 
a clerk  in  his  uncle’s  store.  Some  years  later  he 
entered  the  office  of  a coal  firm  in  Lykens  \ alley, 
and  while  there  he  had  his  limb  cut  off  in  a rail- 
road accident,  which  caused  his  death  in  1880.  He 
was  a promising  young  man  and  had  many  friends. 
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(2)  Ernest  W.,  born  at  Herrick  in  i860,  married 
Miss  Salina  Gray,  of  Lanesboro,  and  for  a time 
located  in  that  borough.  Later  he  and  Ins  brother- 
in-law,  M.  Bowers,  a business  man,  with  their  fami- 
lies, went  to  Omaha,  Neb.,  but  after  two  years  they 
all  returned  to  the  East.  Ernest  W.  then  hired  as 
stage  carpenter  in  an  opera  house  in  Chicago,  but 
was  there  taken  sick  with  pneumonia,  and  died  in 
1885.  Lie  left  a widow  and  two  children,  Walter, 
a student  in  the  high  schools  of  Binghamton,  and 
Bertha,  who  resides  with  her  mother  in  Susque- 
hanna. (3)  Blanche,  born  in  1862,  married 
Dwight  Newell,  of  Lanesboro,  and  moved  to  Ashe- 
ville, N.  C.,  where  he  is  a prominent  railroad  man, 
being  manager  of  the  Asheville  railroad.  Mrs< 
Newell  died  in  1885,  while  on  a visit  to  her  parents, 
and  is  buried  in  the  family  plot  in  Lanesboro.  She 
left  one  daughter,  Katie.  (4)  Rolla  F.,  born  in 
Herrick,  was  educated  in  Lanesboro,  and  as  a 
young  man  went  to  Omaha,  where  he  spent  one 
year  as  a clerk  in  a drug  store.  He  then  became 
manager  for  a telephone  company,  putting  up  lines 
from  Omaha  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  about  four- 
teen years  ago  went  to  Australia  to  superintend 
their  work.  (5)  Charles  H.,  born  at  Herrick  in 
1868,  is  now  employed  on  the  Susquehanna  rail- 
road ; he  married  the  widow  of  his  brother  Ernest 
W.,  and  has  three  children,  Frank,  Ida  May  and 
Mar  guerite,  who  reside  in  Susquehanna. 

PHILANDER  FLETCHER  is  one  of  the  hon- 
ored sons  of  Wayne  county,  as  well  as  a leading  and 
representative  farmer  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township. 
A man  of  progressive  ideas,  broad-minded  and 
liberal,  he  has  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities 
in  life,  and  has  risen  to  a foremost  place  among  the 
well-to-do  citizens  of  his  community. 

Born  February  23,  1823,  Mr.  Fletcher  is  a son 
of  John  and  Catherine  (Decoba)  Fletcher,  the 
former  a native  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  From  Connecticut  they 
came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  during  the  pioneer 
epoch  of  this  region,  when  the  country  was  an  al- 
most unbroken  wilderness,  and  in  the  primitive  for- 
est they  cut  the  logs  for  their  first  home  there. 
After  living  for  a time  on  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware river  they  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
and  located  where  Hugh  Lestrang  now  lives, 
about  one  mile  west  of  our  subject’s  present  home. 
By  trade  the  father  was  a cabinetmaker,  but  during 
his  residence  in  Pennsylvania  was  principally  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-one  years,  the  result  of  an  injury  sus- 
tained from  the  kick  of  a horse.  Politically  he  was 
a Democrat,  and  in  religious  connection  a worthy 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belonged.  She  departed  this  life  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  In  their  family 
were  children  as  follows : John  E. ; Ruth,  who 

died  when  young;  Almira,  widow  of  Marcus  Wil- 
cox, of  Honesdale ; Philander ; Solon,  who  died  at 
Pleasant  Mount ; Lucy  and  Joseph,  both  deceased ; 


Lucy  (2),  deceased  wife  of  Jackson  Hines,  of 
Wayne  county;  Nancy,  deceased;  Sally  Anne,  wife 
of  L.  W.  Rude,  of  Walton,  N.  Y. ; and  Amanda, 
wife  of  Norman  Hines,  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

During  his  minority  Philander  Fletcher  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof,  and  he  early  became 
familiar  with  all  the  duties  incident  to  farm  life. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  secured  fifty- 
six  acres  of  land,  and  several  years  later  purchased 
another  tract  of  forty-two  acres.  His  education 
was  received  in  the  old  log  school-house  so  common 
in  early  days,  and  since  leaving  the  school  room  he 
has  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits 
with  most  gratifying  results.  He  has  cleared 
about  nine-tenths  of  his  land,  and  has  replaced  the 
little  log  cabin  by  a more  commodious  and  modern 
dwelling,  which  is  surrounded  with  good  barns 
and  outbuildings.  Upon  the  place  is  one  of  the 
best  orchards  to  be  found  in  Wayne  county. 

On  August  21,  1845,  Mr-  Fletcher  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Wilcox,  a native  of 
Wayne  county,  and  a daughter  of  Ezaias  and  Lucy 
(Compton)  Wilcox).  Her  father,  who  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  the  forests  of  this  region,  was 
an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  and  served  as  deacon  in  the  same  for 
many  years.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  his  wife  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Ambrose,  deceased;  Ambrose  (2); 
Marcis ; Sarah,,  wife  of  our  subject;  Axie  Marie, 
deceased;  Axie  Marie  (2);  David  Stuart;  Lucy 
Jane,  wife  of  S.  Clemno;  Benjamin;  and  two  who 
died  when  young. 

Seven  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fletcher  in  order  of  birth  as  follows : George, 
who  now  lives  near  Philadelphia,  Penn. ; Abbie, 
wife  of  Norris  Brown,  of  Preston  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  the  mother  of  three  children, 
Merrett,  Clarence  and  Minnie ; Anna,  wife  of 
Charles  Gear,  by  whom  she  has  three  children, 
Cora,  Ernest  and  Wright;  Solon,  who  married 
Louise  Hartman,  and  has  four  children,  Francis, 
Grace,  Alice  and  Edna ; Libbie,  wife  of  Victor 
Gear;  Adelia,  deceased;  and  Leroy,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Fletcher  was  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, but  now  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Prohibi- 
tion party,  of  which  his  son  Solon  is  also  a sup- 
porter. He  is  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence and  natural  business  ability,  is  energetic,  en- 
terprising and  thoroughly  reliable,  and  his  life  has 
ever  been  such  as  to  command  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  He 
is  a devout  member  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church, 
while  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

ELDER  TOHN  GRUBB  RAYMOND,  a well 
known  Methodist  Episcopal  minister  now  located  at 
Carley  Brook,  Wayne  county,  was  born  on  a farm 
in  Newcastle  county,  Del.,  August  6,  1844,  a son 
of  Sebastian  and  Ann  B.  (Grubb)  Raymond,  na- 
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tives  of  Luzerne,  Switzerland,  and  Newcastle 
county,  Del.,  respectively.  The  father  is  now  a 
resident  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  a leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  that 
place;  he  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
three  years.  1 he  mother  who  passed  away  in 
January,  1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  was 
also  a devout  member  of  that  Church. 

Elder  Raymond  is  entirely  a self-made  man, 
having  left  the  home  farm  at  the  tender  age  of 
eight  years  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  learning  the  shoemak- 
er's trade  with  J.  B.  Murphy,  of  Wilmington,  Del., 
and  was  thus  employed  until  entering  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war.  On  October  23,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  2nd  D.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Thomas  J.  Wood,  and  was  afterward  discharged  in 
order  to  re-enlist  at  Stevensburg.  For  a while  he 
served  as  sergeant  of  his  company,  and  was  quar- 
termaster-sergeant of  the  1st  Del.  Vol.  Vet.  Inf. 
for  about  one  year,  holding  that  rank  until  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Munson’s  Hill,  July  12,  1865. 
He  then  resumed  work  at  his  trade  as  a shoemaker. 

In  1870  Mr.  Raymond  entered  the  ministry  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  for  about  ten 
years  was  interested  only  in  local  work.  In  1880, 
however,  he  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  Church 
at  Newark  Union,  Newcastle  Co.,  Del.,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years ; the  following  year  had 
charge  of  a Church  in  the  Catskill  mountains, 
Greene  Co.,  N.  Y. ; for  two  years  was  located  in 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  one  year  in  Waverly,  Penn.; 
one  year  in  South  Canaan,,  Wayne  county;  and  five 
years  in  Arlington,  Wayne  county.  He  now  has 
charge  of  the  Church  at  Carley  Brook,  and  is  an 
untiring  worker  in  the  cause  of  the  Master,  labor- 
ing earnestly  for  the  betterment  of  his  fellowmen 
and  for  the  welfare  of  the  communities  in  which  his 
lot  has  been  cast.  He  not  only  has  the  love  and 
confidence  of  his  own  congregations,  but  has  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

DAVID  S.  DOYLE.  Among  the  prominent 
farmers  of  Wayne  county  there  are  many  who  man- 
ifested their  loyalty  and  patriotism  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  Rebellion  by  going  to  the  front  and 
valiantly  fighting  for  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it 
represented.  Mr.  Doyle  responded  to  his  country's 
call  for  aid,  enlisting  in  Company  D,  179th  P.  V.  L, 
for  nine  months'  service,  and  with  his  regiment  was 
stationed  most  of  the  time  near  Yorktown,  Va.,  be- 
ing honorably  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  Penn., 
when  his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired. 

Mr.  Doyle,  now  a leading  farmer  of  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  August 
16,  1835,  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and  is  a son  of  Gar- 
rett Doyle,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica when  a young  man  and  lived  for  many  years  in 
Carbondale.  but  died  in  Philadelphia  when  in  his 
fortieth  year.  By  trade  he  was  a carpenter.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Huldah  Swezy, 
survived  him  for  many  years,  passing  away  in  Mt. 


Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six.  In  their  family  were  three  children: 
William,  who  lives  at  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; David 
S. ; and  Anne,  wife  of  Wesley  Howell. 

David  S.  Doyle  acquired  his  literary  education 
in  the  public  schools.  On  April  7,  1859,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Giles,  a native  of  England,  who  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  came  to  this  country  with  her 
parents,  William  and  Catherine  (Mills)  Giles.  In 
the  Giles  household  were  nine  children:  Emily, 

William,  Kate,  Mary,  Christopher,  John,  Grace,  and 
two  who  died  when  young.  Six  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doyle:  (1)  William  H.,  a 
resident  of  Wayne  county,  married  Mary  Spen- 
cer, daughter  of  James  Spencer,  and  they  have 
four  children,  Frank,  Clara,  Howard  and  David. 
(2)  John  W.,  also  of  Wayne  county,  married  Hat- 
tie Monroe,  and  they  have  three  children,  Emma, 
Irwin  and  Alice.  (3)  Emma,  who  married 
Charles  Id.  Spencer,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  died 
in  November,  1894.  (4)  Seymour,  who  lives  on 

the  old  homestead  with  his  parents,  married  Jennie 
Spencer,  daughter  of  James  Spencer;  she  died  Au- 
gust 1,  1892,  leaving'  one  child,  Tennie  Florence. 
(5)  Frank  died  when  young.  (6)  Susie  May 
lives  on  the  old  homestead.  Mrs.  David  S.  Doyle, 
the  mother  of  this  family,  died  November  8,  1898, 
after  an  illness  of  five  days,  aged  fifty-six  years. 

For  the  past  twenty  years  Mr.  Doyle  has  re- 
sided upon  his  present  farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, having  purchased  the  place  of  Joseph  L. 
Smith.  It  is  known  as  the  old  John  Howell  farm 
and  contains  120  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land, 
improved  with  a comfortable  residence  and  good 
farm  buildings  of  all  kinds,  which  stand  as  monu- 
ments to  his  thrift  and  enterprise.  Politically  he  is 
a member  of  the  Democratic  party,  as  are  also  his 
two  sons,  William  and  Seymour.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Methodist  Church,  and  John  and  Seymour 
take  a verv  active  and  prominent  part  in  both 
Church  and  Sabbath-school  work.  Wherever 
known  the  family  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem,  and 
their  circle  of  friends  is  only  limited  by  their  circle 
of  acquaintances. 

JOHN  WESLEY  VAN  WERT,  a prominent 
and  representative  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Berlin 
township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  at  Beaver 
Brook,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.  May  27,  1853,  and  be- 
longs to  an  old  and  distinguished  ' family  of  the 
Empire  State.  The  Van  Werts  are  of  Holland 
descent,  and  to  the  great-uncle  of  our  subject,  Isaac 
Van  Wert,  is  due  the  capture  of  Benedict  Arnold, 
the  traitor,  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Van  Wert, 
was  born  on  the  Hudson,  in  New  York,  son  of  John 
Van  Wert.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  Slater,  a na- 
tive of  Sullivan  county  and  a daughter  of  David 
Slater,  who  was  of  German  descent,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Mary  Ann  Johnson ; John  Wesley : Mrs.  Charlotte 
Koebler,  of  Pike  county,  Penn. ; George,  of  Empo- 
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rium,  Cameron  Co.,  Penn. ; William  H.,  of  he  same 
place";  Mrs.  Alice  Howland,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; 
Stephen,  of  Emporium,  Penn.;  Mrs.  Lenora  Buhr, 
of  Elizabeth,  N.  J. ; and  Frank,  of  Hawley,  Penn. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  February  23, 
1870;  the  father  is  still  living'  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years,  a resident  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. 
Throughout  his  active  business  career  he  has  been 
a lumberman  and  farmer,  and  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  party  has  been  a stanch  Republican. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a member  of  Company 
K,  143rd  l\ . Y.  V.  I.,  and  proved  a valiant  and 
fearless  soldier  on  many  a Southern  battlefield. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  John  W.  Van 
Wert  grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  a fair  educa- 
tion in  its  common  schools.  On  leaving  home  he 
came  to  Wayne  county,  in  1873,  and  has  since  been 
identified  with  its  agricultural  interests,  now  own- 
ing a valuable  farm  of  130  acres  in  Berlin  township, 
which  is  under  excellent  cultivation  and  improved 
with  good  and  substantial  buildings.  He  is  also 
a stockholder  in  a creamery  and  conducts  a good 
dairy  upon  his  farm,  finding  this  branch  of  his  busi- 
ness quite  profitable. 

Mr.  Van  Wert  was  married,  May  7,  1879,  to 
Miss  Susan  Male,  who  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Wayne  county.  Her  father,  John  C. 
Male,  was  born  in  Cornwall.  England,  April  19, 
1827,  a son  of  Richard  and  Susan  (Huskin)  Male, 
also  natives  of  that  county,  the  former  of  whom 
came  to  America  in  1832,  with  one  son,  George. 
The  following  year  he  was  joined  by  his  son  Will- 
iam, and  in  1836  the  mother  and  John  C.  also 
crossed  the  Atlantic.  For  some  time  Richard  Male 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a tailor  in  Horte'sdale,  Wayne 
county,  but  in  1836  he  came  to  Berlin  townshio. 
purchasing  land  on  Vine  Hill  from  which  he  cleared 
the  timber,  erecting  thereon  a house.  Later  he 
moved  to  the  neighborhood  where  our  subject  now 
resides,  and  died  there  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 
He  was  a Whig'  in  politics,  and  a devout  ..member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he 
served  as  class-leader  for  forty  years ; as  a local 
preacher  in  England,  and  as  an  exhorter  most  of 
his  life.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
Their  son  George  Male  removed  to  the  State  of 
Oregon,  where  he  passed  away  in  1894,  leaving 
three  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  second  son, 
William  Male,  died  in  1850.  leaving  a widow,  now 
Mrs.  Warfield;  and  a daughter,  now  Mrs.  Eliza 
Babcock,  of  Carbondale,  Penn.  John  C.  Male,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Van  Wert,  was  married  in  1854  to 
Miss  Ann  Spry,  a daughter  of  William  and  Ann 
(Tamblyn)  Spry,  who  were  also  born  in  Cornwall, 
England,  and  died  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Male  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  viz. : William  C.,  a resident  of 

Egeria,  Routt  Co.,  Colo. ; Joseph  Benson,  an  exten- 
sive cattleman  and  ranchman  of  the  same  place ; 
Miles  M.,  of  Peckville,  Penn. ; James  Spry,  a travel- 
ing man  of  Pittsburg,  Penn. ; Jonathan  T.,a  medical 
stndent,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; and  Susan,  wife  of  our 


subject.  The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was 
a most  estimable  woman,  died  February  14,  1871  ; 
the  father  passed  away  July  11,  1898,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  In  politics  he  was 
a Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  a Free  Method- 
ist. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Wert  have  a family  of  five 
children,  namelv:  Forest  Everett,  Herman  Mon- 

roe, Mabel  Anna,  Mildred  Jane,  and  Edith  Alice. 
The  parents  are  both  earnest  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Van  Wert  is  serving  as  steward.  Being  an  advo- 
cate of  Temperance  principles,  he  has  become  an 
active  worker  in  the  Prohibition  party,  which  he 
always  supports  by  his  ballot.  He  is  a large  man, 
of  kindly  disposition,  and  his  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  throughout  the  county  is  extensive. 

JOSEPH  H.  NEWHART,  a highly-esteemed 
resident  of  Delaware  Water  Gap,  Monroe  county, 
has  held  for  many  years  the  position  of  steward  in 
the  “Ivittatinny  House,'  a noted  hostelry  and  a fav- 
orite resort  of  the  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the 
Union  who  spend  their  summer  months  among  the 
charming  scenery  of  this  region.  As  a citizen  Mr. 
Newhart  is  public-spirited  and  progressive,  taking 
an  active  part  in  local  improvements,  and  his  genial, 
kindly  disposition  has  won  him  the  friendship  of 
everyone  in  the  community. 

Our  subject  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  his 
grandfather,  John  Newhart,  having  settled  in  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  at  an  early  day,  en- 
gaging in  the  blacksmith’?  trade.  This  worthy  citi- 
zen married  Jemima  DePuv,  and  they  had  eight 
children,  of  whom  our  subject’s  father,  Abram 
Newhart,  was  the  second.  Of  the  others,  (1) 
Charles  is  deceased.  (3)  Aaron,  who  was  not 
married,  went  South  previous  to  the  Civil  war,  and 
was  never  heard  from  afterward.  (4)  Peter  now  re- 
sides at  the  old  homestead  in  Smithfield  township. 
(5)  Daniel  is  deceased.  (6)  Lewis,  who  died  at  his 
home  in  Delaware  Water  Gap,  married  Miss  Louise 
Sandt,  of  .Northampton  county,  and  had  five  chil- 
dren, Mary,  Eva,  Lizzie,  David  and  George  (de- 
ceased). (7)  Sarah  married  Frederick  Casebeer,  of 
Smithfield  township,  where  she  died  leaving  no  fam- 
liv.  (8)  Miss  Susan  resides  at  the  old  homestead 
with  her  brother  Peter. 

Abram  Newhart,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
October  14,  1814,  in  Smithfield  township,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss  Susanna  Hau- 
ser, a native  of  the  same  locality,  born  September  10, 
1816.  He  then  settled  upon  a farm  in  Smithfield 
township,  now  Delaware  Water  Gap  borough,  and 
his  death  occurred  there  October  4,  1886,  his  esti- 
mable wife  having  died  a few  years  previous,  on 
December  26,  1879.  Of  their  ten  children:  (1) 
Elizabeth,  born  September  20,  1841,  died  in  in- 
fancy. (2)  Jemima,  born  November  9,  1842,  mar- 
ried J.  Van  Houser,  of  Smithfield  township,  and 
resided  in  Delaware  Water  Gap  borough,  where 
she  died  in  1882.  Her  husband  survived  her 
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with  three  children,  Lizzie,  Abram  and  George.  (3) 
Joseph  H.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low. (4)  Sarah  J.,  born  April  9,  1847,  married 
George  Reinhart,  then  of  New  Jersey  and  now  a 
resident  of  Delaware  Water  Gap  borough.  They 
have  six  children,  Anna,  Samuel,  Susan,  Ada,  Pres- 
ton and  Raymond.  (5)  Hannah  died  in  infancy. 
(6)  Anna,  born  April  12,  1849,  married  George  B. 
Shanon,  who  for  many  years  was  engaged  in  mer- 
' cantile  business,  and  is  now  living  in  retirement  at 
Delaware  Water  Gap.  (7)  John  N.,  born  March  4, 
1850,  died  March  5,  1879.  (8  ) Maggie,  born  October 
iS,  1854,  married  D^vid  Huddleson,  who  is  engaged 
in  general  mercantile  business  at  Bangor,  Penn.  (9) 
George  W.,  born  May  18,  1857,  married  Miss  Mary 
Yeislev,  of  Smithfield  township,  and  settled  upon  the 
old  homestead  in  Delaware  Water  Gap  borough,  but 
some  years  after  engaged  in  business  there,  and  still 
continues  same.  He  lias  three  children,  John,  Mag- 
gie and  Florence.  ( to)  Katie,  born  August  22,  i860, 
married  Harry  Christian,  of  Smithfield  township. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  n,  1844,  in 
Delaware  Water  Gap  borough,  was  reared  a farmer 
boy  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a number  of 
years.  In  1869  he  purchased  a lot  from  his  father's 
old  farm,  and  erected  a good  two-storv  house,  but 
in  1891  sold  the  property  and  removed  to  the  old 
homestead  which  he  purchased  later.  For  two  years 
he  resided  in  the  old  family,  residence,  but  he  then 
built  a fine  home  on  the  estate,  where  he  still  resides. 
Since  1881  he  has  been  steward  of  the  “Kittatinnv 
House,”  owned  bv  W.  A.  Brodhead  & Sons,  and  his 
skillful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  position  has 
been  a recognized  factor  in  the  success  of  that  well- 
known  establishment.  Politically  Mr.  Newhart  is  a 
Democrat  of  the  Jacksonian  tvpe.  and  he  has  been 
frequently  chosen  to  office  bv  his  fellow  citizens.  For 
six  years  he  was  school  director  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, and  after  the  organization  of  the  borough  he 
held  the  same  office  four  years.  In  1893  was 
elected  chief  burgess  for  one  year,  in  1894,  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  and  in  1897  he  was  chosen  to 
the  office  of  councilman,  which  he  is  now  filling  ac- 
ceptably. In  religious  faith  he  is  a Presbvterian,  and 
he  and  his  family  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Church  at  Delaware  Water  Gap;  his  parents  were 
among  the  original  supporters  of  the  denomination 
in  this  region. 

In  1868  Mr.  Newhart  married  Miss  Sarah 
Smith,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah  Smith,  and  a 
member  of  a leading  familv  of  Smithfield  township. 
Their  only  child.  Miss  Jennie,  born  October  30,  1869, 
received  an  excellent  classical  and  musical  educa- 
tion, and  is  a favorite  in  the  best  social  circles  of 
the  neighborhood.  She  is  especially  active  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  the  Presbvterian 
Church  and  Sunday-school  in  which  she  is  organist, 
and  she  is  one  of  the  workers  in  the  Christian  En- 
deavor Society.  Mr.  Newhart  and  his  wife  have 
also  reared  one  of  his  nephews,  George  Houser,  a 
son  of  his  deceased  sister  Jemima,  and  have  given 


the  lad  the  same  educational  opportunities  afforded 
their  daughter.  At  present  he  is  attending  the 
Stroudsburg  Normal  School,  taking  high  rank  in 
his  classes. 

DANIEL  VANWHY,  proprietor  of  the  “Val- 
ley House,”  near  East  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  locality, 
and  in  addition  to  the  management  of  his  well- 
patronized  hotel  he  has  recently  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  baskets  on  an  extensive  scale. 

Mr.  Vanwhy  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  and 
his  paternal  grandfather,  Israel  Vanwhy,  who  re- 
sided in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, was  a citizen  of  more  than  usual  prominence. 
He  was  almost  ninety  years  old  when  he  was  called 
from  earth,  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Leonard),  also 
lived  to  an  advanced  age.  Their  children  were : 
Henry,  Israel,  Martin,  Margaret,  Mary,  Lottie  and 
Julia. 

Henry  Vanwhy,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1832,  and  is  living  at  Smoky  Hill.  He 
spent  his  early  life  in  arduous  labor,  as  a tiller  of 
the  soil,  but  for  many  years  he  ,has  been  invalided 
through  rheumatism.  He  married  Miss  Liza  Mil- 
ler, and  had  three  children:  Daniel  (our  subject)  ; 

Sarah,  who  married  Roland  Miller,  and  resides  in 
Northampton  county,  Penn. ; and  Mary,  who  died 
when  two  years  old.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died,  and  for  his  second  wife  Mr.  Vanwhy  wedded 
Mary  Smith,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children : Mar- 

garet, William,  Jefferson,  .Mary  Ann,  Henry, 
Moses,  Israel,  Peter,  Samuel,  and  Susan. 

Daniel  Vanwhy,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
memoir,  was  born  April  15,  1850,  in  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county.  It  is  due  to  him 
to  say  in  the  outset  that  he  is  purely  a self-made 
man,  having  through  his  own  peculiar  genius  and 
in  a straightforward  business  way  lifted  himself  in 
a few  years  from  the. “ragged  edge”  of  poverty  to 
an  honorable  place  as  a citizen.  His  hotel  is  worth 
several  thousand  dollars,  and  his  basket  factory 
is  also  worth  several  thousand  dollars,  with 
every  prospect  of  an  advance  in  value.  In  his 
boyhood  days  his  educational  opportunities  were 
most  meagre.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  when 
he  desired  to  take  a wife  and  settle  down, 
he  found  himself  penniless,  but  this  did  not 
prevent  him  from  marrying.  He  commenced 
keeping  house  with  seventeen  dollars  worth 
of  furniture,  purchased  on  credit,  and  later  he 
bought  a horse  on  credit  with  his  father  for  se- 
curity, but  the  horse  died  soon  afterward.  He 
managed  at  last  to  secure  a span  of  mules,  and  with 
them  to  do  the  hauling  he  commenced  cutting  and 
hauling  railroad  ties.  He  chopped,  hewed  and  de- 
livered the  ties  himself,  and  having  knocked  from 
the  hardwood  a subsistence  he  finally  secured  a 
tract  of  land ; but  he  was  still  poor.  In  course  of 
time,  however,  he  saved  about  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, just  enough  to  pay  for  the  ground  required, 
and  he  decided  to  build  a hotel  in  the  picturesque 
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region  at  the  forks  of  the  road  north  of  East 
Stroudsburg.  His  friends  tried  to  discourage  him, 
but  he  saw  an  opportunity  and  he  took  advantage 
of  it.  By  careful  management  he  built  a fine  brick 
hotel  of  three  stories,  which  was  opened  in  1893 
and  then  he  was,  so  to  speak,  on  his  feet.  How 
he  managed  and  how  he  saved  and  traded  can  be 
better  imagined  than  described.  The  story  would 
fill  a volume,  but  he  made  money  to  pay  his  bills 
and  kept  his  credit  good,  and  soon  had  money 
ahead.  He  lost  some  by  over-liberality  with  the 
needy,  for  he  remembered  his  own  trials,  and  never 
suspected  that  any  poor  man  would  be  less  honest 
and  full  of  resource  than  himself ; yet  notwithstand- 
ing losses  the  short  period  of  three  years  has  made 
him  practically  independent.  A fine  basket  fac- 
tory worth  about  $6,000  was  offered  for  sale,  and  in 
1897  he  purchased  it,  and  this  he  also  makes  profit- 
able. Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  but  he  does  not 
aspire  to  otnce.  His  first  wife,  who  in  her  maiden- 
hood was  Miss  Gussie  Smith,  died  a few  years 
after  their  marriage,  and  their  two  children  passed 
away  in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Miss  Hannah  Miller,  who  has  proved  herself  an 
efficient  helpmeet.  Thev  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  adopted  two,  George  Vanwhy  and 
May  Miller.  Mrs.  Hannah  (Miller)  Vanwhy  is 
a daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Strunk) 
Miller,  the  latter  of  whom  is  a daughter  of  John 
C.  Strunk,  who  is  now  living  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-four  years,  with  unimpaired  intellect, 
though  he  has  been  blind  for  the  past  twenty-five 
years.  William  Miller  and  his  wife  have  six  liv- 
ing children : B.  F.,  who  has  been  county  commis- 
sioner for  six  years;  John;  Catherine,  wife  of  Ja- 
cob Mick;  Hannah;  Lizzie,  wife  of  Jacob  Rush; 
and  Rush,  who  married  Fannie  Smith. 

ERASTUS  BENNETT  is  numbered  among 
the  brave  “boys  in  blue’’  who, .during  the  Civil  war, 
laid  down  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  their  country 
while  defending  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it  repre- 
sented. He  was  born  September  25,  1822,  a son 
of  John  Bennett,  a native  of  Gibson,.  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  of  which  place  the  family  were  hon- 
ored pioneers.  His  parents  had  seven  children : 
The  eldest- son  is  deceased;  Erastus  was  second  in 
the  order  of  birth,  and  was  followed  by  Priscilla 
Coon,  Laura  Lee,  Wilbur,  Horace  and  John  Wes- 
ley. The  father  was  a pronounced  Republican  in 
politics,  but  was  very  broad  and  liberal  in  all  his 
views.  The  mother  was  a woman  of  strong  char- 
acter, and  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Reared  in  Susquehanna  county,  Erastus  Ben- 
nett obtained  his  literary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  section.  Soon  after  attaining  his 
majority  he  was  married,  October  30,  1843,  at  West 
Herrick,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Martha  D.  Coon,  who  was 
born  in  Roxburv  township,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y., 
a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Hariet  Coon.  The 
children  born  to  them  are  as  follows : Lester  E., 


who  resides  on  the  home  farm,  married  Miss  Etta 
Kennedy,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Estella 
and  George,  and  after  her  death  wedded  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Miss  Nettie  Miller;  to  them  have  been 
born  two  daughters,  Vera  and  Hazel.  Cynthia  J. 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Crandall,  of  Forest  City, 
Penn.  Alva  C.  is  married  and  makes  his  home 
in  Preston  township,  Wayne  county.  Ann  Del- 
plfine  is  the  wife  of  Wilbur  Kennedy,  of  Pleasant 
Mount,  Wayne  county.  Matilda  M.  is  *-he  wife  of 
E.  P.  Cargill,  of  Thompson,  Penn.  Louise  is  the 
wife  of  John  Hayden,  of  Dickinson,  N.  Dak. 
Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Ed  Hayden,  of  Ararat.  Penn. 
Weiss  is  . deceased.  Ira  N.  completes  the  family. 

Prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  Mr.  Ben- 
nett enlisted  in  1862,  on  President  Lincoln’s  call 
for  300,000  men,  becoming  a member  of  Company 
B,  17th  P.  V.  I.,  and  after  two  years  of  faithful  and 
gallant  service  on  many  a Southern  battlefield, 
he  died  August  28,  1864,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
South,  on  the  farm  that  once  belonged  to  Gen. 
Lee.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  was  a 
zealous  worker  and  class-leader  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  to  which  lie  belonged.  Thus  passed  to  his 
reward  a man  of  noble  character,  one  who  acted 
well  his  part  in  life,  “wherein  all  honor  lies,”  and 
who  gained  and  retained  the  confidence,  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 

Left  a widow  with  nine  children  depending 
upon  her,  Mrs.  Bennett  deserves  great  credit  for 
the  excellent  manner  in  which  she  has  managed 
her  affairs,  displaying  remarkable  skill  and  ability 
in  the  supervision  of  her  farm  and  other  busi- 
ness interests.  Her  children  do  credit  to  her  care 
and  attention,  all  occupying  honorable  positions  in 
life,  and  by  her  wisdom  and  kindness  she  has  reared 
an  everlasting  monument  in  their  hearts  and  those 
of  her  friends.  In  her  declining  years  she  will  be 
able  to  look  back  over  a well-spent  and  useful  life, 
and  when  the  inevitable  end  comes  can  confidently 
expect  the  welcome  plaudit : “Well  done,  thou 

good  and  faithful  servant.” 

W.  E.  FLOWER,  proprietor  of  the  leading 
meat  market  in  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county,  was 
born  in  Clifton  township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn., 
October  16,  1869,  and  is  a son  of  Silas  Flower,  a 
native  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  the  father  of  our 
subject  moved  to  Lackawanna  county,  where  he  has 
since  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming,  being 
foreman  of  a sawmill  there  for  fourteen  years. 
For  the  past  twenty-six  years,  however,  he  has  lived 
upon  his  present  farm,  and  now  devotes  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  general  farming.  He  was 
married,  in  Clifton  township,  Lackawanna  county, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Summers,  by  whom  he  has  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  W.  E.,  of  this  review;  and  Flora, 

Walter  ana  Mary,  residing-  on  the  old  home  in 
Lackawanna  county.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Abraham  and  Susan  (Hazelton) 
Flower,  the  former  born  in  Stroudsburg-.  Penn.* 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


955 


where  he  grew  to  manhood.  Later  in  life  he  be- 
came a resident  of  Sterling  townshio.  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  he  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for 
some  years.  His  last  days,  however,  were  spent 
in  Daleville,  Penn.,  where  both  he  and  his  wife 
died. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  indebted  to  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  countv  for  his  edu- 
cational privileges.  He  began  life  for  himself  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  working  for  neighbor- 
ing farmers,  and  subsequently  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  upon  which  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  lumbering  until  April  27,  1895,  when  he  moved 
to  Gouldsboro  and  purchased  the  meat  market 
which  he  has  since  so  successfully  conducted. 

At  Gouldsboro,  December  18,  1890,  Mr.  Flow- 
er was  married,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Heilig,  a Lutheran 
minister,  to  Miss  Linnie  Titrer,  whose  parents,  Gar- 
ner and  Mary  (Fackenthall)  Tiger,  are  natives  of 
Lebanon,  N.  J.,  and  now  make  their  home  in 
Gouldsboro.  By  trade  her  father  is  a mason.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Flower  have  three  children : Howard, 

born  September  22,  1891  ; Mabel,  born  March  24, 
1893;  and  Annie,  born  September  29,  1894.  In 
his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Flower  is  a Republican, 
has  most  creditably  served  as  inspector  of  elections 
for  two  years,  and  is  tax  collector  at  the  present 
time.  In  religious  faith  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
Lutherans,  and  they  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  them. 

ALEXANDER  F.  LAWSON,  of  Manchester 
township,  Wayne  county,  is  a well  known  contrac- 
tor and  builder,  of  whose  skill  many  notable  ex- 
amples are  seen  in  this  region.  Thoroughly  reli- 
able in  all  things,  the  quality  of  his  work  is  a con- 
vincing test  of  his  own  personal  worth,  and  the 
same  admirable  trait  is  shown  in  his  conscientious 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  different  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility  to  which  he  has  been  chosen 
in  business  and  political  life. 

Air.  Lawson  was  born  in  Bethel,  Sullivan  Co., 
N.  Y.,  January  7,  1836,  a son  of  Mathew  B.  and 
Elizabeth  (Kirshamer)  Lawson,  both  natives  of 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  born  in  Pough- 
keepsie. The  paternal  grandfather,  Benjamin 
Lawson,  was  one  of  the  Revolutionary  soldiers  who 
settled  on  Manhattan  Island,  and  was  driven  away 
by  the  British.  After  his  marriage  Mathew  B. 
Lawson  located  at  Bethel,  N.  Y.,  where  he  pur- 
chased a large  amount  of  real  estate,  and  he  died 
upon  one  of  his  farms  there,  in  i860,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  His  wife  passed  away  a few  years 
later,  at  the  age  of  about  seventy-eight.  In  their 
family  were  ten  children,  all  born  in  Bethel,  Sulli- 
van Co.,  N.  Y. : (1)  Peter  C.,  the  eldest,  married 

a Miss  Ostehont,  of  Bethel,  and  located  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  followed  farming.  His  wife 
died  leaving  three  children,  of  whom  two  died 
young,  and  the  other,  Margaret,  is  unmarried. 
Later  he  wedded  Eliza  Fitzgerald,  of  Bethel,  by 
whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Mary,  and  they  still 


live  on  the  old  home  farm.  (2)  Sarah  J.,  born  in 
1825,  married  Edward  R.  Lawrence,  of  Sullivan 
county,  who  died  in  1895;  her  death  occurred  in 
1888.  Their  children  were  Viola  S.,  William  N., 
Nellie  (deceased)  and  Edward.  (3)  Thomas, 
born  in  1832,  married  and  resided  in  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, where  he  died  some  years  ago,  leavipg  one 
daughter,  Annie,  now  a resident  of  New  York.  (4) 
Alexander  F.  is  the  next  of  the  family  that  reached 
years  of  maturity.  (5)  John,  born  in  1840,  enlisted 
during  the  Civil  war  in  the  28th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and 
was  killed  during  McClellan’s  retreat  at  the  battle 
of  Bull  Run.  Five  of  the  family  died  in  childhood. 

Alexander  F.  Lawson  was  reared  in  his  native 
county,  and  received  a good  education.  In  1857, 
when  still  a young  men,  he  came  to  Little  Equi- 
nunk,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  erected  a tannery  for 
the  firm  of  Wood  & Vanhenscoten,  continuing  to 
engage  in  contracting  and  building  there  until  his 
marriage.  In  1863  he  wedded  Miss  Mariette  Car- 
gin,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y., 
where  she  was  reared,  her  parents,  Gilbert  and 
Caroline'  Carg-in,  being  pioneers  of  that  county. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Lawson  located  at  Long 
Eddy,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  con- 
tracting for  three  years,  in  1866  returning  to  Little 
Equinunk.  In  1873  he  bought  forty  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Manchester  township,  on  the  creek,  one 
mile  from  the  village,  and  upon  that  place  erected  a 
fine  house  and  also  a wagon  and  blacksmmith  shop, 
which  he  still  conducts.  He  has  cleared  and  im- 
proved his  farm,  but  still  gives  a portion  of  his  time 
to  contracting  and  building.  In  187Q  he  built 
a tannery  at  Hills  Grove,  Sullivan  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
in  the  fall  of  the  following  year  erected  one  at 
Hoytville,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  for  the  firm  of  Hoyt 
Bros.  He  is  a skillful  workman,  and  conscien- 
itously  fulfills  his  part  of  every  contract. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawson  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  namely:  ( 1 ) Eudora  M., 

born  at  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  in  1865,  was  educated 
in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  married  Gilbert 
Miner,  of  Delaware  countv,  N.  Y.  They  now  live 
in  North  Sanford,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  farming.  They  have  had  the  follow- 
ing named  children:  Nellie,  Rena,  Grace,  Frank 
L.,  Helen,  and  Frank  B.  (who  died  in  infancy).  (2 ) 
Edward  G.,  born  at  Little  Equinunk,  in  1868,  mar- 
ried Lillie  Toms,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  reside 
at  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y.  Frank  B.,  born  in  Wayne 
county,  in  1870,  was  educated  in  the  schools  at 
Equinunk,  and  now  follows  the  carpenter’s  trade 
at  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  He  makes  his  home  with  his 
parents.  (4)  Mate  E.,  born  in  Little  Equinunk,  in 
1873,  is  a very  bright,  well  educated  young  lady, 
residing  at  home.  (5)  Ida  M.,  born  in  1876,  died 
in  1877. 

Mr.  Lawson  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party.  In 
1870  he  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  under 
J.  W.  Geary,  and  held  the  office  for  ten  years ; in 
1893  was  re-elected  to  the  same  position  and  is  the 
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present  incumbent,  discharging  the  duties  of  that 
office  in  a most  able  and  satisfactory  manner.  He 
has  also  held  the  office  of  school  director  for  thir- 
teen years,  and  township  treasurer  for  six  years. 
He  and  his  wife  are  prominent  members  and  liberal 
supporters  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Little 
Equinunk,  and  for  twenty-seven  years  he  has  been 
a Master  Mason,  belonging  to  Delaware  Lodge 
No.  561,  F.  & A.  M.  By  his  thrift  and  good  man- 
agement he  has  accumulated  a comfortable  proper- 
ty, and  as  a business  man,  private  citizen^and  pub- 
lic official  his  career  as  ever  been  such  as  to  com- 
mand the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  come  in  contact. 

DANIEL  BINGHAM,  a prominent  and  highly 
respected  ctizen  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  was  born 
November  3,  1845,  in  Brownville,  N.  Y.,  a son  of 
Hiram  and  Ann  (Deviny)  Bingham,  also  natives  of 
that  State,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
until  coming  to  Hawley,  in  the  fall  of  1848. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  a carpenter 
by  trade,  was  made  overseerer  on  the  construction 
of  the  Gravity  railroad  for  the  Pennsylvania  Co.  He 
was  of  quiet,  retiring  disposition,  but  all  who  knew 
him  had  for  him  the  highest  regard.  He  always 
cast  his  ballot  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belonged.  In  September,  1879,  he  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  she  died  three 
years  later,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  at  Hawley.  Our  subject, -the 
youngest  of  their  five  children,  is  the  only  one  now 
living.  John  was  drowned  in  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
son canal  at  Brownville,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  ten 
years  : Sylvia  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  ; Cornel- 
ius died  in  Hawley,  in  1876 ; and  Mary  A.  died  in 
Dunmore,  Penn.,  in  1894. 

Daniel  Bingham  was  but  three  years  old  at  the 
time  of  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  Hawley,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  attending  the  old-fashioned 
district  school  for  three  months  during  the  winter  un- 
til twelve  years  of  age.  He  was  then  apprenticed  to 
the  carpenter’s  trade  with  his  father,  and  finished  his 
literary  education  by  many  weary  nights  of  home 
study.  After  mastering  the  business,  he  had  charge 
of  the  machinery  in  Joseph  Ensley’s  planing-mill  for 
three  years.  He  then  worked  at  house  building  until, 
in  1865,  he  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  for  three 
years  he  was  employed  in  a sash  and  blind  factory. 
Returning  to  Hawley  in  1868,  he  and  his  brother 
Cornelius  leased  the  planing-mill  of  Mr.  Ensley, 
which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  J.  S.  O'Connor’s 
glass-cutting  shop,  and  operated  it  together  until 
1873,  when  they  admitted  B.  K.  Pellett  to  a partner- 
ship. With  other  work  they  manufactured  furni- 
ture, and  also  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business. 
After  Mr.  Pellett  became  a member  of  the  firm  the 
plant  was  removed  to  the  site  of  the  present  electric 
plant,  but  in  1876  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  at  a loss 
of  $9,000,  with  no  insurance  upon  it.  Owing  to  hard 
times,  business  was  not  resumed,  and  Mr.  Bingham 


again  turned  his  attention  to  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
being  engaged  in  house  building  until  1887,  when  he 
took  charge  of  B.  L.  Wood’s  planing-mill  in  Hones- 
dale.  During  the  five  years  he  operated  same  his 
family  still  continued  to  live  in  Hawley,  where  he 
afterward  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  three 
years.  In  1895  he  became  interested  in  journalistic 
work,  being  now  solicitor  and  correspondent  for  the 
Wayne  county  Independent,  and  is  also  on  the  staff 
of  the  Scranton  Daily  Republican  and  local  corres- 
pondent for  the  Citizen  of  Honesdale,  for  which  he 
has  written  many  able  and  interesting  articles.  He 
is  also  the  leading  insurance  agent  in  Wayne  county, 
for  fire,  life  and  casualty  insurance. 

Mr.  Bingham  has  devoted  his  whole  time  to 
newspaper  work  and  insurance  since  early  in  1897. 
His  courteous  treatment,  honest  representations  in 
business  matters  and  close  adherence  to  the  in- 
terests of  his  patrons  and  the  companies  he  repre- 
sents, have  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  the  inhabit- 
ants within  a radius  of  many  miles  from  his  home 
town,  and  the  mention  of  “Bingham’s  Agency"  at 
once  authenticates  reliability  in  all  branches  of  in- 
surance. Hawley  has  been  the  home  of  Mr.  Bing- 
ham for  fifty  years.  He  owns  and  occupies  a fine 
residence  on  the  corner  of  Fifteenth  and  Nineteenth 
streets,  and  has  his  office  adjoining,  on  Nineteenth 
street. 

In  Mav,  1867,  at  Hawley,  Mr.  Bingham  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Ammerman,  who  died  In 
December,  1880,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  East  Hawley.  Five  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely : Lizzie  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; 
Minnie  L.,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  M.  Potter,  a 
butcher  of  Dunmore,  Penn. ; Albert  Judgson,  a glass- 
blower  at  Streator,  111. ; Grace  M.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years ; and  William  G.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  five  months. 

At  the  bride’s  home  at  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne 
county,  Mr.  Bingham  was  again  married,  December 
11,  1882,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Jennie 
S.  Hurd,  who  was  born  there  September  13,  1855. 
Her  parents,  Thomas  and  Hanna  (Dony)  Hurd, 
were  natives  of  Cornwall,  England,  and  came  with 
their  respective  parents  to  America,  the  former  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  the  latter  at  the  age  of 
fifteen.  The  father  engaged  in  farming  at  Cherry 
Ridge.  He  died  in  February,  1897,  aged  eighty-five 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  there. 
The  mother  died  in  November,  1899.  Of  their 
children,  William  H.  died  in  1877;  Maria,  died  un- 
married ; Elizabeth  married  Alfred  Ward,  a stone 
mason  of  Honesdale,  and  is  now  deceased;  Jennie  S. 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Della  lives  in  Honesdale; 
and  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Pierce,  a farmer  of 
Greenfield,  Pennsylvania. 

Socially  Mr.  Bingham  is  a member  of  the  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Hawley;  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ; and  he  and  his 
wife  both  belong  to  the  Rebekah  branch  of  the 
latter  order.  He  is  an  earnest  and  faithful  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  she  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  they  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
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them.  Politically  our. subject  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  well  informed  on  the  lead- 
ing questions  and  issues  of  the  day. 

CHARLES  KELLER,  a well-to-do  agricult- 
urist of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  is  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  locality,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  long  and  useful  life  has  been  identi- 
fied with  many  progressive  movements.  His  home- 
stead, which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  fam- 
ily since  pioneer  times,  g'ives  evidence  of  thrift  and 
industry,  and  fully  justifies  the  high  reputation  en- 
joyed by  Mr.  Keller  as  manager. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  Monroe 
county  was  our  subject's  great-grandfather,  who 
made  his  home  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  at 
which  time  the  Indians  were  still  troublesome,  and 
our  subject's  grandfather,  Joseph  Keller,  and  a 
sister,  Mary  Keller,  were  captured  by  the  Indians 
and  held  as  prisoners  for  eight  years.  Joseph 
settled  at  the  site  of  the  present  homestead,  clear- 
ing the  land  and  building  a log  cabin.  He  and  his 
wife  died  there  many  years  ago,  leaving  a family  of 
nine  children : Adam,  Leonard,  Joseph,  Samuel, 
Peter,  George,  Sarah  (wife  of  Robert  Shaw,  of 
Illinois),  Melissa  (Mrs.  John  Hagenshalt),  and 
Lizzie  (Mrs.  John  Fellenser). 

Peter  Keller,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
at  the  present  homestead,  where  he  spent  his  life. 
In  1851  he  built  a residence,  which  still  stands  on 
the  farm,  and  he  died  there  in  September,  1878. 
In  October,  1798,  he  was  married  in  Hamilton 
township,  Monroe  county,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hel- 
ler, daughter  of  Peter  Heller,  and  she  died  No- 
vember 4,  1886.  They  had  twelve  children,  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  John,  born  in  1818,  died  in  April,  1886, 
unmarried.  (2)  Susan,  who  was  born  in  1821,  and 
died  in  1883,  was  never  married.  (3)  Catherine, 
born  on  1823,  married  Thomas  Rhodes  ( now  de- 
ceased), and  resides  in  Stroudsburg  with  her  chil- 
dren. (4)  Daniel,  born  in  1825,  married  Jane 
Drake,  of  Stroud  township  (now  deceased),  and 
at  present  he  resides  in  Scranton,  Penn.  (5) 
Charles,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  far- 
ther on.  (6)  Mary,  born  in  1829,  married  Henry 
Dennis,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  has  a large  family  of 
children.  (7)  Joseph,  born  in  1831,  died  in  Ham- 
ilton township  in  1871;  his  wife,  Jane  (Rhodes), 
of  Stroud  township,  died  in  1897.  1 hey  had  six 

children — Francis,  Rachel,  Clayton,  Jacob,  Harry 
and  Joseph.  (8)  Lewis,  born  in  1833,  married 
Miss  Julia  Workheiser,  of  Hamilton  township,  and 
now  resides  in  Scranton.  ■ (9)  MisS  Louise,  born 
in  1833,  and  (10)  Miss  Sarah,  born  in  1835,  are 
also  residents  of  Stroudsburg.  (11)  William, 
born  in  1837,  married  Miss  Sarah  Kemmerer,  of 
Hamilton  township,  and  now  resides  in  Bangor, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn.  (12)  Theodore,  twin  of 
William,  married  Miss  Martha  Staples,  of  Ham- 
ilton township,  and  resides  in  Scranton. 

Charles  Keller  was  born  April  20,  1827,  at 
the  old  homestead,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 


schools  of  that  neighborhood.  In  1851  he  married 
Miss  Lavina.  Smith,  daughter  of  Christian  and 
Elizabeth  Smith,  who  were  prominent  residents  of 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  in  the  early 
days.  Mr.  Keller  brought  his  bride  to  the  old 
home,  where  they  spent  nearly  half  a century  of 
wedded  life.  On  June  22,  1897,  she  passed  to  the 
unseen  world.  Of  their  nine  children:  (1)  Miss 
Ella,  born  February  28,  1853,  is  exceptionally  in- 
telligent, and  is  a capable  graduate  from  train- 
ing school  of  nurses  connected  with  a hospital  in 
New  Jersey,  being  now  in  successful  practice  in 
East  Orange,  N.  J.  (2)  Frank  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years.  (3)  Alary  E.,  born  October  22,  1856, 
married  Warren  Nyce,  of  Warren  county,  N.  J., 
and  later  of  Stroud  township,  Alonroe  county,  where 
she  died  in  1892,  leaving  three  children — Anna  L. 
(Mrs.  John  C.  Hunton),  Charles  E.,  and  Lester. 
(4)  Aliss  Emma,  born  November  25,  1858,  resides 
at  home,  caring  for  her  father  in  his  declining  years, 
and  is  much  esteemed  in  the  community  for  her 
fine  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  (5)  Davis,  born 
March  15,  1861,  occupies  a portion  of  the  home- 
stead. fie  married  Miss  Valeria  Ni.cholson,  of 
Stroud  township,  and  has  three  children,  Oscar 
N.,  Margaret  A.,  and  Alice,  all  born  at  the  old 
home.  (6)  Christian,  born  March  11,  1864,  is  a 
blacksmith  at  Scranton.-  He  married  Miss  Annie 
Hutchins,  of  that  city,  and  has  two  children,  Clay- 
ton and  Charles  Frederick.  (7)  Angeline,  born 
March  18,  1866,  married  Frank  Rice,  a machinist 
in  Scranton,  and  has  four  children — John,  Alildred, 
Charles,  and  Elizabeth.  (8)  Ernest,  born  May  10, 
1868,  is  a blacksmith  by  trade,  but  owns  and  oper- 
ates a fine  farm  in  Stroud  township.  He  married 
Aliss  Laura  Fellenser,  of  Hamilton  township,  and 
has  two  children — Ella  F.,  and  Emma  S.  (9) 
Thomas,  born  June  26,  1870,  is  a machinist  in 
Scranton.  He  married  Aliss  Alice  Spencer,  of  the 
same  city. 

Since  coming  into  possession  of  the  old  home 
Air.  Keller  has  made  many  improvements  of  a sub- 
stantial nature,  erecting  several  buildings.  The 
farm  comprises  125  acres  of  choice  land,  being  one 
of  the  best  estates  of  its  size  in  the  township.  Po- 
litically Air.  Keller  is  a Democrat,  and  at  times  he 
has  held  local  offices,  serving  as  supervisor  of  the 
poor.  He  and  his  family  have  always  been  noted 
for  their  liberal  aid  to  the  cause  of  religion  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  the  land  for  the 
German  Reformed  Church  in  the  valley  near  their 
residence  was  donated  by  him. 

FRANKLIN  L.  BENJAMIN,  a resident  of 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  farming  and  also  in  the  business  of  repairing 
clocks  and  watches,  is  a native  of  the  county,  born 
January  14,  1859. 

Air.  Benjamin’s  parents.  Wells  and  Alary  J. 
(Swingle)  Benjamin,  were  natives,  the  father  of 
the  present  site  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  born  August 
8,  1831,  and  the  mother  of  Jefferson  township,  Lu- 
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zerne  (now  Lackawanna)  county,  born  December 
10,  1838.  When  ten  years  of  age  Wells  Benjamin 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  farm  in  Wayne 
county  on  which  they  died.  He  was  by  occupation 
a farmer,  and  from  April,  1857,  to  June,  1865,  he 
was  also  in  the  employ  of  a railroad  company.  In 
June,  1865,  he  quit  the  railroad  work  and  purchased 
a farm  in  Jefferson  township,  Luzerne  (now  Lack- 
awanna) county.  Here  he  resided  until  the  autumn 
of  1866,  when  he  sold  this  farm  and  purchased  an- 
other in  what  is  now  Lake  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  continuing  to  reside  there  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  which  terminated  August  29.  1893.  He 

wife  died  some  years  previously,  passing  away 
June  10,  1887.  Both  were  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church ; their  remains  rest  in  the  Kizer  grave- 
yard in  Lackawanna  county.  Their  children  were : 
Franklin  L.,  Julia  A.  (born  March  23,  1868,  died 
October  26,  1879),  and  Elmo  O.  (who  is  attending 
school  at  Pittston,  Penn.).  The  grandparents, 
Henry  H.  and  Sally  (Krotzer)  Benjamin,  are  re- 
ferred to  elsewhere. 

Franklin  L.  Benjamin  passed  the  first  six  years 
of  his  life  on  the  top  of  the  Moosic  Mountains,  at  a 
place  callecf  “No.  11,”  on  the  line  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Coal  Co.’s  railroad,  on  which  road  his  father 
was  employed  as  a brakeman,  and  afterward  as  a 
conductor  of  a coal  train.  He  lived  with  and  worked 
for  his  father,  farming,  lumbering,  clearing  new 
land,  and  following  the  various  pursuits  connected 
with  farming,  until  1882,  when,  in  his  twenty-fourth 
year,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eva  A.  Bell,  of  Sa- 
lem township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  On  April 
16,  1882,  he  commenced  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count, on  a farm  owned  by  his  father  in  Jefferson 
township,  Lackawanna  county,  and  there  he  lived 
one  summer,  when  his  father  sold  the  farm.  The 
son  then  moved  with  his  father  to  the  house  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  August,  1885,  when 
he  built  the  house  near  his  father’s,  where  he  still 
makes  his  home,  dividing  his  time  between  farming 
and  watch  and  clock  repairing,  in  which  craft  he 
is  very  proficient.  On  October  17,  1889,  he  be- 
came a charter  member  of  Harvest  Grange  No. 
892,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  organized  at  Maple- 
wood, of  which  he  was  elected  secretary.  On  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1890,  he  became  a charter  member  of 
Macoby  Tribe  No.  234,  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men,  organized  at  Maplewood ; in  this  order  he 
held  varoius  positions,  including  that  of  chief  of 
records.  On  the  organization  of  the  Wayne  and 
Lackawanna  County  Pomona  Grange  he  became  a 
charter  member  and  was  elected  master,  which  office 
he  held  for  two  years,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office  he  was  unanimously  elected  lecturer 
on  the  first  ballot,  which  was  the  more  remarkable 
when  it  is  remembered  that  .no  nominations  were 
made,  each  one  voting  for  whom  he  chose.  In 
February,  1892,  he  was  elected  school  director  for 
three  years,  and  also  served  as  secretary  of  the 
board.  On  February  15,  1898,  he  was  re-elected 
a member  of  the  school  board  for  a term  of  three 


years.  We  may  here  remark  that  the  only  educa- 
tional opportunity  that  came  within  the  reach  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  was  that  of  a country  district  school, 
to  attend  which,  most  of  the  time,  he  was  obliged 
to  walk  one  and  one-half  miles.  The  term  was  a 
short  one  during  the  winter  season,  and  only  a few 
branches  were  taught  (and  many  times  those  in- 
differently), consisting  of  reading,  writing,  spell- 
ing, arithmetic  and  geography.  He  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities  in  this  direction,  and  be- 
came farther  advanced  than  most  of  his  school- 
mates. He  is  a great  reader,  and  is  at  present  a 
paid  subscriber  to  eight  newspapers,  periodicals 
and  magazines,  including  three  agricultural  and  one 
scientific  journal. 

Mr.  Benjamin  is  the  father  of  three  bright 
boys:  Howard  W.,  born  February  15,  1886;  Alton 
L.,  born  June  23,  1888;  and  William  Walter,  born 
April  8,  1891.  Mrs.  Eva  A.  Benjamin  was  born 
November  7,  1857,  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Barklow) 
Bell. 

WILLIAM  BLEWETT,  one  of  the  honored 
and  respected  citizens  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township 
is,  like  many  other  of  the  prominent  and  representa- 
tive men  of  Wayne  county,  a native  of  England, 
born  in  Cornwall  August  14,  1839. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Flenry  Blewett,  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  as  was  also  his  paternal  grand- 
father. Llis  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Anne  Wellington,  was  a daughter  of  Peter 
Wellington,  a farmer  by  occupation.  In  1849  the 
parents  with  their  children  sailed  for  America,  and 
after  a long  and  tedious  voyage  of  six  weeks  landed 
at  Quebec,  Canada,  whence  they  proceeded  to 
Montreal,  and  then  by  way  of  St.  Johns  to  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  and  from  there  to  Honesdale,  Penn.  In 
that  city  the  father  worked  at  his  trade  until  1852, 
when  he  purchased  a blacksmith  shop  and  farm  in 
Dyberry  township,  carrying  on  operations  there 
until  called  from  this  life,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years.  In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episco- 
palian, and  he  was  highly  esteemed  wherever 
known.  His  wife  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  years  at  the  time  of  her  death.  In  the  family  of 
this  worthy  couple  were  eight  children,  of  whom 
four  died  in  England.  Of  those  who  came  to  this 
country,  John  is  now  a farmer  at  Bethany,  Wayne 
county;  Mary  Anna  is  the  wife  of  James  Mc- 
Reynolds  (Tubs),  of  Delhi,  Delaware  Co.,  Iowa; 
Jane,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Arthur, 
of  Dyberry,  Wayne  county;  and  William  is  the 
subject  of  this  review. 

William  Blewett  was  a lad  of  only  nine  years 
when  the  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  up 
their  residence  in  Wayne  county,  where  he  resumed 
his  studies  in  the  public  schools,  his  education  hav- 
ing been  commenced  in  his  native  land.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  his  father’s  death,  and 
throughout  his  business  career  has  devoted  his 
energies  to  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  and  op- 
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erating  at  the  present  time  a well-improved  and 
highly-cultivated  farm,  one  of  the  most  valuable 
and  attractive  places  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township. 
The  residence  is  comfortable,  convenient  and  com- 
modious, and  the  out-buildings  are  such  as  are 
found  on  a model  farm  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

On  December  31,  1859,  at  Honesdale,  Mr. 
Blewett  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Betsy 
Cruse,  who  was  born,  reared  and . educated  in 
Wayne  county,  and  is  a daughter  of  Nicholas  and 
Wary  (Brown)  Cruse,  both  natives  of  Cornwall, 
England,  where  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  Mrs. 
Blewitt  is  the  elder  of  their  two  children,  the  other 
being  William  Cruse,  a resident  of  Hawley,  Wayne 
county,  who  was  a Union  soldier  during  the  Civil 
war.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which 
she  and  her  husband  were  consistent  members. 

Mr.  Blewett  and  his  wife  have  been  blessed 
with  twelve  children:  Mary  Anne,  born  February 
27,  1861,  died  May  23,  1892;  William  Henry,  born 
May  2.  1862,  died  November  25,  1889;  Fanny  Ellen, 
born  October  22,  1863,  is  a resident  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty; Eliza  B.,  born  February  25,  1865,  is  the  wife  of 
William  H.  Thomas,  of  Butte,  Mont. ; John  James, 
born  February  2,  1867,  makes  his  home  in  Wayne 
county;  Lillie  Maria,  born  January  31,  1869,  died 
July  31,  1870;  Ezra  Franklin,  born  April  17,  1871, 
married  Ida  G.  Strang,  and  lives  in  Lackawanna 
county,  Penn.;  Lillie,  born  March  21,  1873,  is  the 
wife  of  James  E.  Henshaw,  of  Dyberry  township; 
Wayne  county;  Amanda  L.,  born  January  7,  1875, 
is  at  home  with  her  parents ; Elias  W.,  born  No- 
vember 23,  1876,  is  now  a clerk  in  Mr.  Morgan’s 
store  in  Pleasant  Mount ; Bessie,  born  May  28, 
1879,  died  December  19,  1879;  and  Clarence, 
born  March  17,  1881,  is  at  home.  Three  daughters 
— Airs.  Thomas,  Mrs.  Henshaw  and  Amanda — have 
engaged  in  teaching,  and  Miss  Amanda  is  still  one 
of  the  popular  and  successful  teachers  of  Wayne 
county. 

The  Democratic  party  always  finds  in  Mr. 
Blewett  a stalwart  supporter  of  its  men  and  meas- 
ures, and  he  has  most  creditably  filled  the  offices 
of  supervisor  and  member  of  the  school  board.  He 
and  his  family  are  regular  attendants  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  he  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  Sixty  years 
of  age,  he  is  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  is  a man  of 
good  physique,  enjoys  excellent  health,  and  is  al- 
ways a courteous,  genial  gentleman,  well  de- 
serving of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 

WILLIAM  B.  CHAPMAN,  proprietor  of  the 
New  Milford  foundry  in  Susquehanna  county,  is 
an  able  business  man,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years 
he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  his  present  line 
of  business,  twenty-eight  years  having  been  spent  in 
Mehoopany,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  born  November  19,  1830, 
in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  and  comes  of  good  New 
England  stock,  his  ancestors  having  settled  in 


Rhode  Island  at  an  early  day.  John  Chapman,  his 
grandfather,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Rhode  Island,  but  his  last  years 
were  spent  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.  Willard 
Chapman,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Rhode  Island,  and  was  a child  when  the 
family  removed  to  New  York  State.  His  life  was 
spent  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  never  sought 
public  notice,  though  for  many  years  he  was  active 
in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  died  in  1878  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight;  and  his  wife,  Patty  ( Stone),  who  was  born 
in  Oneida  county,  died  in  1871  aged  sixty-five 
years.  They  had  the  following  children : Abigail, 
widow  of  William  LeRoy,  resides  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich. ; Leander  is  a farmer  In  Otsego  county,  N. 
Y. ; Morris  is  deceased;  William  B.,  our  subject, 
was  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth ; Joseph  is  a farm- 
er and  mechanic  at  Grand  Rapids;  Mary  married 
Jerome  Gouldeburg,  of  Grand  Rapids;  Maria,  wid- 
ow of  Charles  Hotchkis,  resides  at  Oneida,  N.  Y. ; 
Charles  occupies  the  old  homestead,  in  Oneida 
county ; and  Evaline  died  in  childhood. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  his  father’s  home- 
stead, and  when  twenty  years  old  entered  a foundry 
at  Clayville,  N.  Y.,  remaining  about  a year.  The 
following  year  he  spent  at  home,  but  he  then  began 
working  steadily  at  his  trade.  After  some  years 
at  Mehoonpany,  Penn.,  he  passed  one  year  in  Ot- 
sego, N.  Y.,  then  in  1868  he  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  New  Milford 
township,  continuing  four  years.  Returning  to 
Mehoopany,  he  remained  until  January  20,  1886, 
when  he  took  charge  of  his  present  foundry  in 
New  Milford.  In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Prohibi- 
tionist, while  in  religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist. 
Socially  he  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed,  and 
he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  November  23,  1853,  Mr.  Chapman  was 
married  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Asenath 
LeRoy,  and  five  children  have  blessed  the  union: 
Wilford  L.,  a farmer  in  New  Milford  township, 
married  Miss  Ella  Kent;  Archie  W.,  who  resides 
at  the  homestead,  married  Miss  Ella  Hatfield; 
Anna  M.  married  Nathaniel  Burdick,  a mechanic 
at  New  Milford;  Grace  P.  married  Charles  Culver, 
a painter  and  paper-hanger  at  New  Milford ; and 
Maurice  D.,  who  is  in  the  shoe  business  at  Lester- 
shire,  N.  Y.,  married  Miss  Lora  Babcock.  Mrs. 
Asenath  Chapman,  who  was  born  January  22,  1832, 
in  Fulton  county,  N.  Y.,  is  of  French  descent  in 
the  paternal  line.  Her  father,  Tennis  LeRoy,  was 
a blacksmith  in  Rensselaer  county,  and  he  and  his 
wife  Asenath  passed  away  in  Oneida  county. 

JOHN  WESLEY  WATSON.  Prominent 
among  the  successful  farmers  and  dairymen  of 
Wayne  county  is  the  subject  of  this  historical 
notice,  whose  homestead  lies  in  Salem  township, 
and  who,  by  his  enterprise  and  energy  in  the  direc- 
tion of  his  chosen  industry,  has  given  his  work  a 
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significance  and  beauty  of  which  few  deem  it  capa- 
ble. 

Thomas  J.  Watson,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  November  25,  1803,  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  received  his  literary  education, 
and  also  learned  the  trade  of  a wheelwright  and 
blacksmith,  at  which  he  worked  until  1859,  when  he 
and  his  family  came  to  Wayne  county.  He  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Salem  township,  and  upon  that 
place  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occur- 
red March  26,  1880.  Politically  he  was  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  while  a resident  of 
Philadelphia  took  quite  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  political  affairs,  serving  as  alderman  in  that 
city  for  ten  years.  There  he  was  married,  May  11, 
1829,  to  Miss  Mary  Ayers,  who  died  in  Philadel- 
phia December  20,  1848.  The  children  born  to 
this  union  were  Mary  Elizabeth,  now  the  widow  of 
Francis  Ferguson,  and  a resident  of  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo. ; Anna  S.,  widow  of  Theodore  Fry, 
and  a resident  of  Philadelphia;  Matilda  H.,  who 
died  in  Philadelphia  during  childhood;  Sarah  J., 
wdfe  of  Robert  Knox,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Will- 
iam IT.  H.,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
is  now  foreman  of  a machine  shop  in  Philadelphia; 
Matilda,  who  died  when  young ; Thomas  Corvin, 
who  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now 
a pattern  maker  in  Philadelphia;  and  John  Wesley, 
of  this  review.  On  March  6,  1851,  Mr.  Watson 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mary  Ann  Leonard,  who  died  in  April,  1870,  leav- 
ing three  sons : Leonard,  a resident  of  Ledge- 

dale,  Penn. ; and  George  and  David,  both  of  Scran- 
ton, this  State. 

John  W.  Watson  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
September  1,  1847,  and  when  a lad  of  twelve  years 
came  with  his  father  to  Wayne  county.  He  ac- 
quired a good  practical  education  in  the  schools  of 
Philadelphia  and  Salem  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  during  his  minority  assisted  his  father  in  the 
labors  of  the  home  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  commenced  farming  for  himself  in  Salem 
township,  and  in  1894  purchased  the  old  homestead, 
which  had  been  out  of  the  family  for  a number  of 
years.  He  now  owns  140  acres  in  that  township, 
of  which  120  acres  are  suitable  for  cultivation,  and 
is  successfully  carrying  on  farming  in  all  its 
branches,  paying  particular  attention  to  dairying. 

On  December  2,  1868,  in  Salem  township,  Mr. 
Watson  was  married,  by  Rev.  Everetts,  to  Miss 
Adelaide  Andrews,  a daughter  of  Abner  and 
Phoebe  O.  (Peet)  Andrews,  and  sister  of  J.  W. 
Andrews,  of  Lake  Ariel,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere.  Four  children  grace  this  union : Anna 
Mary,  born  March  15,  1870,  is'  the  wife  of  Gustav 
Greuner,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Emma  Eliza,  born 
February  23,  1875,  attended  school  for  two  years 
in  Philadelphia,  and  afterward  graduated  from  the 
East  Stroudsburg  Normal  School;  she  began  teach- 
ing in  1893,  and  is  now  successfully  following  that 
profession  in  Florence,  Mass.  Sarah  Jane,  born 
June  14,  1877,  and  John  Wesley,  Jr.,  born  Decem- 


ber 12,  1882,  are  both  at  home.  The  daughters 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Hamlinton. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Watson  has 
always  been  a stanch  Republican  in  political  senti- 
ment, and  has  most  creditably  filled  the  office  of 
school  director  in  Salem  township.  He  bears  high 
rank  in  the  community  as  a substantial  and  reliable 
citizen,  is  of  a genial  and  affable  disposition,  and 
his  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  is  extensive. 

C.  T.  TEGELER  has  for  many  years  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  business  interests 
of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  and  in  act- 
ing in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  his  faith  and 
judgment  he  has  reaped,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  the 
generous  benefits  that  are  the  recompense  of 
indomitable  industry,  spotless  integrity  and  mar- 
velous enterprise. 

Mr.  Tegeler  was  born  in  New  York  City,  April 
24,  1846,  a son  of  W.  H.  and  Catharine  (Tenant) 
Tegeler.  His  father  was  a native  of  Prussia,  Ger- 
many,. and  on  coming  to  America  located  in  New 
York,  where  he  engaged  in  cabinet  making  and  in 
the  furniture  business  for  some  years.  In  1854, 
however,  he  brought  his  family  to  Damascus  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  purchased  the  Thomas 
Shields  farm,  where  he  made  his  home,  though  he 
still  continued  in  business  in  the  city  for  some  time. 
In  his  later  vears  he  located  permanently  here,  and 
in  1865  bought  the  store  property  of  J.  H.  Louns- 
burg,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  trade  until 
his  'death  in  1871.  His  wife  survived  him  a 
number  of  years,  dying  in  1893.  In  their  family 
were  only  two  sons,  C.  T.  being  the  elder.  Fred- 
erick W.  was  educated  in  Damascus  township,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  He  married  Florence  Love- 
lass,  of  the  same  township,  and  there  purchased  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  a family  of  nine 
children:  Harry,  Elizabeth  E.  (wife  of  Lorenzo 
Price),  Catherine,  Otto,  Pearl,  Ralph,  Fred,  Clarence 
and  Vernon. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a lad  of  eight 
years  when  the  family  removed  to  Damascus  town- 
ship. He  received  a good  education  in  the  academy 
at  Monticello,  N.  Y.,  and  when  his  school  days  were 
over  worked  on  the  home  farm  until  his  marriage. 
On  December  4,  1867,  he  wedded  Miss  Amelia  M. 
Lovelass,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  the  old  homestead,  living  there 
while  he  engaged  in  raising  stock  and  dealing  in  the 
same,  for  a number  of  vears.  He  also  clerked  in 
his  father’s  store  for  some  time.  Mrs.  Tegeler 
died  in  1872,  leaving  three  children:  (1)  Wil- 

helmina  E.,  born  in  Damascus  township,  October 
21,  1868,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and 
was  married,  December  4,  1890,  to  Lewis  G.  Crock- 
er, of  Wayne  county,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  in  Topeka,  Ivans.,  where  they  re- 
side. They  have  one  son,  Clyde.  (2)  Frederica 
Grace,  born  June  28,  1870,  was  married,  in  April, 
1891,  to  William  J.  McIntyre,  of  Wayne  countv. 
1 hey  reside  in  ITonesdale,  and  have  two  children. 
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(3)  Amelia  M.,  born  in  July,  1872,  married  O.  J. 
Reynolds,  a resident  of  Damascus  township,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Ava,  John  and  Grace. 

On  June  11,  1873,  Air.  Tegeler  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Fannie  A. 
Noble,  of  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  C.  B.  and 
E.  A.  Noble,  residents  of  Damascus  township,  the 
former  a native  of  Massachusetts,  the  latter  of  Con- 
necticut. Mrs.  Tegeler  was  born  May  3,  1846, 
was  educated  partly  in  the  schools  of  Damascus  town- 
ship and  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  and  later  pur- 
sued her  studies  at  Waverlv,  Penn.,  where  she  was 

1-1  graduated.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  was  a suc- 
cessful and  popular  teacher  in  Wayne  county.  By 
il  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Tegeler  has  had  six  chil- 
dren: Hattie  E.,  born  July  24,  1874,  was  married, 
in  1894,  to  John  B.  Yerkes,  of  Damascus,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Irene  C.  Yerkes.  Irene  C.,  born 
March  16,  1876,  died  April  17,  1877.  Charles  B., 
born  August  2,  1878,  is  at  home.  Loverne  C.,  born 
April  16,  1880,  died  December  13  of  the  same  year. 
Beulah  H.,  born  October  30,  1881,  and  Luella  F., 
born  September  29,  1883,  are  both  at  home. 

After  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Tegeler  lived 
for  six  years  on  a farm  one  mile  from  his  present 
1 home,  and  in  1879  removed  to  the  place  where  his 
father  had  engaged  in  business  for  a number  of 
years.  Here  he  still  continues  to  reside,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising  and  handling  farm- 
ing implements  and  stock  on  quite  an  extensive 
scale.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  also  interested 
in  lumbering  on  the  Delaware  river,  rafting  his 
lumber  to  the  Trenton  and  Philadelphia  markets. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  energetic,  enterprising  and 
reliable  business  men  of  Damascus  township,  and 
j;  any  confidence  reposed  in  him  has  never  been  be- 
trayed. In  politics  he  is  a Jacksonian  Democrat, 
and  he  is  prominently  identified  with  the  interests 
1'  of  his  party.  In  1881  he  was  its  candidate  for 
county  commissioner,  and  being  elected  served  for  a 
term  of  three  years  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  During 
President  Cleveland’s  first  administration  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Boyd's  Mills,  at  the  end  of 
four  years  was  re-appointed,  and  is  still  the  in- 
cumbent, conducting  the  office,  which  is  known  as 
the  Calkins  post  office,  at  his  place  of  .business.  He 
has  also  held  the  office  of  school  director  for  three 
years,  and  both  public  and  private  duties  are  dis- 
charged by  him  with  the  utmost  promptness  and 
fidelity.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Callicoon 
Lodge  No.  561,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  in  religious  con- 
nection, both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Their  attractive  home  is  a 
model  of  neatness,  and  in  its  surroundings  denotes 
the  culture  and  refinement  of  the  inmates.  The  fam- 
ily is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and.  highly-re- 
spected in  the  township. 

AMOS  OSBORN  SHERWOOD,  the  well 
known  proprietor  of  “Sherwood  Forest,”  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
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Manchester  township,  Wayne  county.  His  entire 
life  has  been  passed  in  the  county,  Ins  birth  occur- 
ring in  Preston  township  February  2,  1847. 

Nathan  Sherwood,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  near  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated,  coming  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
when  a young  man,  and  conducting  a hotel  in 
Honesdale  and  Rileyville  for  several  years.  The 
paternal  grandparents,  Amos  and  Betsy  (Burr) 
Sherwood,  were  also  early  settlers  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty. 1 he  grandmother  was  a relative  of  Aaron 
Burr,  the  statesman  and  politician.  Nathan  Sher- 
wood married  Miss  Sybil  Stone,  a representative 
of  a prominent  family  of  Wayne  county,  her  father 
being  Abner  Stone,  one  of  its  honored  pioneers, 
who  came  to  this  region  with  an  ox-team  and  cart, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  midst  of  the  for- 
est, most  of  the  land  being  then  in  its  primitive 
condition  and  wild  animals  quite  numerous.  After 
his  marriage  Nathan  Sherwood  located  in  Preston 
township,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  called 
from  this  life,  when  in  his  prime.  He  was  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  left  a 
widow  and  four  children:  Rosetta,  now  the  wife 

of  Wesley  Chapman,  of  Buckingham  township, 
Wayne  county ; Charles,  a resident  of  Equinunk, 
Penn. ; Amos  O.,  of  this  sketch ; and  Anna,  wife  of 
Joshua  Pine,  of  Equinunk.  The  mother  later  be- 
came the  wife  of  Thomas  Tyner,  a well  known 
citizen  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  to  them  were  born  seven  children,  namely : 
Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Lord;  Abner;  Oakley;  Julia,  wife 
of  Clark  Spencer,  of  lVIt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne 
county ; Clara,  deceased ; Edward,  who  died  when 
young ; and  William,  a resident  of  Seattle,  Wash. 
Mrs.  Tyner,  who  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a most  estimable 
lady,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

The  education  of  Amos  O.  Sherwood,  acquired 
in  the  common  schools  of  Wayne  county  during  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  has  been  greatly  supplemented 
by  reading  and  observation  in  later  years,  and  he  is 
now  a well-informed  man.  He  early  became 
familiar  with  all  the  work  of  the  farm  and  the  lum- 
ber woods,  and  for  some  time  was  employed  at  the 
lumber  camps  on  the  Delaware  river.  On  June 
26,  1872,  he  married  Miss  Hannah  Parsons  Kellam, 
a lady  of  intelligence  and  culture,  who  was  for 
some  time  a successful  and  popular  teacher  of 
Wayne  county,  where  she  had  been  reared  and  edu- 
cated. Her  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Kellam, 
who  was  of  German  descent,  was  an  early  settler  of 
Wayne  county ; his  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Hannah  Pierce.  Jeptha  Kellam,  Mrs.  Sherwood’s 
father,  was  born  in  Manchester  township,  Wayne 
county,  educated  in  Franklin,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  on  reaching  man’s  estate  married  Elvira  Beda 
Parsons,  a native  of  Franklin.  Mrs.  Sherwood  is 
the  eldest  child  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  the 
others  being  Elizabeth  Young,  a resident  of  New 
London,  Conn. ; Emma  Calkins,  of  the  same  place ; 
Timothy,  Milton  and  Mary  Billings,  all  of  Bingham- 
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ton,  N.  Y. ; Marcia  Peak,  of  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y. ; 
Kate,  wife  of  Charles  Dewey,  of  New  London, 
Conn. ; and  Hattie  and  Jacob,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
Both  Mrs.  Sherwood  and  her  sister  Elizabeth  were 
very  successful  teachers.  The  parents  of  these 
children  died  in  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y .,  the  mother  at 
the  age  of  fifty-six,  the  father  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine.  He  was  a lumberman  and  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, a Republican  in  politics,  and  creditably  filled 
a number  of  local  offices  of  honor  and  trust. 

Joseph  Porter  Parsons,  father  of  Mrs.  Elvira 
Beda  Kellam,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  .and  mar- 
ried Hannah  M.  Smith,  of  Wolcott,  Conn.  They 
settled  in  Franklin,  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days,  and  there 
reared  and  educated  their  family  of  seven  children, 
six  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz.:  Timothy,  who 

was  at  one  time  cashier  of  the  National  Bank  at 
Franklin;  Edward,  a teacher  in  Delaware  Literary 
Institute  at  Franklin;  Addison,  deceased;  George, 
a dentist,  of  Walton,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Henry, 
a teacher  of  painting,  who  makes  his  home  in  New 
London,  Conn.;  Willard,  of  the  Tribune  staff  (and 
interested  in  the  Tribune  “Fresh  Air  Fund”),  of 
New  York  City;  and  Elvira  Beda,  Mrs.  Kellam. 
The  Parsons  family  were  Presbyterians  in  religious 
connection. 

In  1872  Mr.  Sherwood  purchased  what  is 
known  as  “Sherwood  Forest,”  one  of  the  finest 
, country  homes  in  Wayne  county.  The  elegant  and 
commodious  residence,  with  its  large  bay  windows 
and  well-ventilated  rooms,  is  tastefully  and  stylishly 
furnished,  and  the  house  is  surrounded  with  a beau- 
tiful grove  of  maples  and  pines  and  a fine  hedge.  A 
beautiful  trout  brook  flows  through  the  farm,  and 
water  is  supplied  from  birch  or  cold  springs,  which 
have  made  this  locality  famous  for  one  hundred  years. 
In  this  delightful  home  the  cultured  and  refined 
tastes  of  the  inmates  is  everywhere  manifest,  and 
here  hospitality  reigns  supreme,  the  members  of 
the  household  "being"  leaders  in  the  social  circles  of 
the  community.  The  family  consists  of  three  chil- 
dren, Frederick  J.,  Elvira  Elizabeth  and  Nathan 
Charles.  The  daughter  attended  Delaware  Liter- 
ary Institute,  Franklin,  N.  Y.,  graduated  from  the 
Binghamton  (N.  Y.)  high  school,  and  for  one  year 
was  a student  in  the  State  Normal  at  Cortland,  N. 
Y.,  after  which  she  was  for  three  terms  one  of  the 
most  popular  teachers  of  Delaware  county.  While 
at  the  Normal  she  met  Clarence  E.  Cowles,  who  is 
a graduate  of  that  institution,  and  whom  she  sub- 
sequently married,  and  they  now  reside  at  Hyde 
Park,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  principal  of  a school.  For 
several  summers  Mrs.  Cowles  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  .Tribune’s  fresh  air  work  for  the 
worthy  poor  of  New  York  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sherwood  and  their  family  are  active  and  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

LAYTON  T.  SMITH,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  representative  citizens  of  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  resides  on  the 


old  Smith  homestead.  He  was  born  in  Uniondale, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  January  15,  1842,  a son 
of  Raynsford  and  Margaret  (Jaggars)  Smith,  the 
former  a native  of  Coventry,  Conn.,  the  latter  of 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  In 
1812  the  father  removed  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  with  his  parents,  Raynsford  and  Sarah 
(Sprague)  Smith,  who  continued  to  make  their 
home  there  throughout  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  They  were  also  natives  of  Connecticut,  and 
were  Presbyterians  in  religious  belief.  The  grand- 
father was  a farmer  by  occupation.  His  father 
was  born  in  Scotland,  of  Scotch  and  English  ex- 
traction, and  on  coming  to  the  New  World  made 
his  home  in  Connecticut.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Joseph  Jaggars,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  came  to  Wayne  county  in 
company  with  his  father,  Daniel  Jaggars,  in  1807, 
ending  his  days  here. 

In  1850  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to 
Wayne  county,  and  after  renting  a farm  for  two 
years  in  South  Canaan  township  they  removed  to 
the  present  home  of  our  subject,  where  they  lived 
until  called  to  the  world  beyond.  The  father  was 
born  June  8.  1810,  and  died  March  23,  1892;  the 
mother  was  born  April  25,  1824,  and  died  January 

1,  1863  ; the  remains  of  both  are  interred  at  Var- 
den,  Wayne  county.  Layton  T.  is  the  eldest  of 
their  three  children,  the  others  being  Eugene  A. 
and  Eleanor  N.,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  child- 
hood. Eugene  A.,  now  a resident  of  Florida,  was 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  in  the  same  com- 
mand as  our  subject,  and  was  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner  in  the  charge  on  Fort  Harrison.  A few 
years  after  the  war  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Dart, 
and  they  have  one  son  and  one  daughter. 

Layton  T.  Smith,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  August  20,  1862,  when  he 
joined  the  “boys  in  blue,”  going  to  the  front  as  a 
private  of  Company  A,  137th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 

J.  M.  Buckingham.  He  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Crampton’s  Gap,  September  14,  1862;  Antietam, 
September  17,  1862;  Platt’s  Plantation,  Va.,  April  j 
29,  30,  and  May  1,  1863;  and  Chancellorsville,  May 

2,  3,  4 and  5,  1863,  being  mustered  out  the  same 

month.  On  March  7,  1864,  he  re-enlisted  for  three 
vears,  in  Battery  A,  2nd  Penn.  Heavy  Artillery, 
was  made  corporal  and  then  sergeant,  and  took 
part  in  the  following  engagements : The  Wilder- 

ness, May  5 to  8,  1864;  Spottsylvania  Court  House, 
May  12  to  20;  North  Anna  River,  May  22;  Bethes- 
da  Church,  May  11;  Cold  Harbor,  June  1 to  12;  : 
the  siege  of  Petersburg,  for  seventy-one  days  from 
June  16;  Weldon  railroad,  Va.,  August  19,  and  the 
Mine  Explosion,  July  30.  On  October  12,  1864, 
being  very  ill  with  chills  and  fever,  he  was  sent 
from  Point  of  Rocks,  on  the  Appomattox  river,  to 
Hampton  Hospital,  near  Fortress  Monroe,  the  j 
steamer  “Thomas  Powell”  transporting  the  sick  J 
and  wounded  on  this  date.  Becoming  convalescent 
in  November,  he  was  appointed  assistant  and  later 
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•ward  master  of  Ward 'No.  15,  being  detached  from 
liis  company  and  regiment  by  general  order,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until  June,  when  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  at  Chesapeake  Hospital  by  order 
of  D.  B.  White,  executive  officer,  and  E.  McClellan, 
surgeon-in-charge,  being  one  of  a detail  of  clerks 
appointed  for  the  duty  of  making  out  discharges 
and  muster-out  rolls.  On  August  15,  1865,  he  re- 
ceived a furlough  for  thirty  days,  reported 
promptly  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  and  was 
placed  in  charge  of  commissary  and  quartermaster’s 
stores  issued  for  Hampton  Hospital  and  the  Freed- 
men  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  government 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hampton  and  Fortress  Monroe, 
continuing  in  this  line  of  duty  until  he  rejoined  his 
regiment.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at  City 
Point,  Ya.,  January  29,  1866,  and  returned  home 
with  a war  record  of  which  he  may  justly  be  proud. 
He  has  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits upon  the  old  homestead,  which  he  has  convert- 
ed into  one  of  the  best  and  most  highly  productive 
tracts  in  South  Canaan  township. 

At  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Smith 
was  married,  January  1,  1867,  to  Miss  Susan 
Brown,  a most  estimable  lady,  who  was  born  in 
Greenfield,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  a daughter  of 
Reuben  and  Susan  (Clark)  Brown.  Having  no 
children  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have 
adopted  William  P.  Brown,  who  was  born  June 
12,  1884,  a son  of  Andrew  Brown  (deceased),  a 
nephew  of  Mrs.  Smith,  and  has  made  his  home 
with  them  since  eight  years  old.  Politically  Mr. 
Smith  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
fraternally  he  affiliates  with  Capt.  George  J.  Daven- 
port Post  No.  534,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Gravity,  of  which 
he  has  been  commander,  and  has  served  in  all  the 
minor  offices.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and 
prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  trustee,  class- 
leader  and  secretary  of  the  board,  and  in  tbe  social 
circles  of  the  community  they  occupy  a position  of 
prominence,  having  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
who  know  them. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  Normal  and 
high  schools  of  Prompton  and  Honesdale,  and  for 
seven  vears  taught  in  Wayne  and  Luzerne  counties. 
Her  parents,  who  were  Eastern  people,  removed 
from  Litchfield,  Conn.,  to  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
in  1833,  and  thence  to  Cherry  Ridge  in  1847.  To 
Reuben  and  Susan  (Clark)  Brown  were  born  seven 
children:  (1)  Andrew  P.  Brown,  born  in  Con- 

necticut January  1,  1831,  was  married  October  15. 
1851,  to  Miss  Sarah  Schenck,  of  Cherry  Ridge,  and 
engaged  in  the  business  of  lumbering  until  1864, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Company  L,  56th  N.  Y.  V.  I. 
He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  the  hardships 
of  army  service  leaving  him  broken  in  health  and 
evidently  causing  his  death,  December  31,  1889. 
His  wife  is  since  deceased.  (2)  John  W.  Brown, 
born  August  17,  1833,  was  married  June  18,  1861, 
to  Abby  Jane  Kenyon,  of  Luzerne  county.  He  had 
previously  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  after 


his  marriage  resided  for  some  years  in  Scranton, 
Penn.,  following  the  business  of  contractor  and 
builder.  Later,  entering  the  service  of  the  Dickson 
Manufacturing  Co.,  he  remained  in  their  employ 
until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  resign  his  po- 
sition. He  died  May  16,  1875,  leaving  a wife  and 
three  children.  He  was  a respected  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  (3) 
George  C.  Brown,  born  January  n,  1836,  married 
Miss  Harriet  Kimble,  of  Cherry  Ridge,  September 
27,  1865.  Previous  to  the  Civil  war  he  purchased 
a farm,  where  he  now  resides,  near  Hoadleys, 
Wayne  county.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company 
M,  17th  Penn.  Cavalry,  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
was  wounded  at  Chancellorsville  in  May,  1863,  and 
sent  to  hospital,  where  surgeons  removed  the  Rebel 
bullet  from  his  side.  Returning  to  his  company, 
be  participated  in  their  hard  marches  and  battles 
until  taken  prisoner  by  Mosbv’s  Cavalry,  and  he 
suffered  the  horrors  of  prison  life  in  Libby  and 
Salisbury  prisons  for  six  months,  being  released  at 
the  time  of  Sherman’s  march  to  the  sea.  Lie  re- 
turned home  but  a shadow  of  his  former  self,  and 
so  broken  in  health  that  he  has  never  recovered. 
(4)  Eben  C.  Brown,  born  September  6,  1838,  re- 
sided with  his  parents  until  the  fall  of  1864,  when 
be  joined  a construction  corps  and  started  for  the 
seat  of  war.  He  reached  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and 
was  on  duty  at  that  point  and  various  places  in  the 
vicinity  for  some  months,  when  he  was  taken  seri- 
ously ill  with  typhoid  fever,  and  shortly  after  re- 
turned home.  On  his  recovery  he  resumed  bis' 
work  on  the  farm,  and  has  ever  since  given  his 
attention  to  agricultural  work  and  dairying,  meet- 
ing with  success  in  both.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  takes  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  hold- 
ing township  offices  at  times.  In  religious  faith  he 
is  a Methodist,  being  a member  of  tbe  Church  at 
Cherry  Ridge.  On  July  9,  1879,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Katie  Chapman,  of  Lake  township.  (5) 
Lucretia  M.  Brown,  born  September  27,  1844,  died 
September  17,  1848.  (6)  Annie  L.  Brown,  born 

April  12,  1848,  was  married  June  5,  1872,  to  Wal- 
ter D.  King,  at  the  homestead  in  Cherry  Ridge. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them,  Edith,  now  Mrs. 
Marvin  Tuthill,  of  Dunmore,  and  Hattie,  of  Scran- 
ton. Mr.  King  was  a locomotive  engineer  for 
some  years,  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to 
retire  from  active  labor,  his  death  occurring  oh  Au- 
gust 9,  1887.  His  widow  some  years  later  married 
Capt.  George  Woodward,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  they  made  their  home  for  a time  at  Mo- 
line, 111.,  where  Mr.  Woodward  died  in  1898.  (7) 

Susan,  wife  of  our  subject,  completes  the  f&mily. 

CHARLES  W.  SHANNON  is  a well  known 
general  merchant  of  Lackawaxen,  Pike  county, 
whose  career  demonstrates  that  only  true  success 
in  life  is  that  which  Is  accomplished  by  personal 
effort  and  persevering  industry.  Lie  possesses  un- 
tiring energy,  is  quick  of  perception,  and  his  close 
I application  to  business  and  excellent  management 
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have  brought  to  him  the  high  degree  of  prosperity 
which  is  to-day  his. 

Joel  Shannon,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Monroe  county  July  15,  1812,  and  when  a boy 
lived  with  his  uncle  in  Hawley,  Wayne  county, 
where  he’  was  employed  by  a lumber  company. 
For  some  time  he  traveled  through  Susquehanna, 
Wayne  and  Pike  counties,  selling  medicines  and 
notions ; was  a boatman  on  the  canal  for  several 
years,  and  also  followed  the  butcher  business  for 
a time.  Locating  in  Lackawaxen,  he  purchased  a 
store  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  He  next 
rented  a store,  hotel  and  farm  situated  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Lackawaxen  and  Delaware  rivers,  and 
there  carried  on  operations  along  those  lines  for 
eighteen  years,  after  which  he  bought  a farm  a 
mile  from  the  village  of  Lackawaxen,  on  the  stream 
of  the  same  name.  Here  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  merchandising  until  well  advanced  in  years, 
and  then  retired  from  active  business,  making  his 
home  with  our  subject.  Lie  died  at  Matamoras, 
Pike  county,  January  28,  1895,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  At  Hawley,  Penn., 
he  married  Elizabeth  Hatteras,  who  was  born 
March  3,  1815,  at  Gloversv'ille,  N.  Y.,  near  Geneva, 
and  died  January  23,  1888.  Her  parents  were  John 
and  Catherine  (Glover)  Hatteras,  the  former  of 
English  descent,  the  latter  of  German.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Joel  and  Elizabeth  (Hatteras)  Shan- 
non were : Calvin  C.,  who  married  Almira  Ben- 

nett, daughter  of  Rev.  James  L.  Bennett;  Marvin 
W.,  a carpenter,  who  married  (first)  Fannie  Laub- 
shire,  who  died  not  long  afterwand,  and  he  then 
married  Ella  Cortright  (now  deceased),  and  resides 
in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. ; Jacob  D.,  who  married 
Jane  Detrick,  and  is  a carpenter  of  Port  Jervis,  N. 
Y. ; Charles  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Em- 
mett (deceased),  who  married  Helen  Kirkham,  and 
lived  in  Lackawaxen;  Frances  J.,  wife  of  Otto  K. 
Laubshire,  a retired  conductor  living  in  Matamoras, 
Pike  county;  and  George  W.,  a carpenter,  who 
married  Ida  Kirkham,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county. 

Charles  W.  Shannon  was  born  in  Lackawaxen, 
August  31,  1846,  and  first  attended  the  common 
schools,  later  spending  one  year  at  an  academy  at 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  Penn.  He  began  his  busi- 
ness career  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co. 
as  operator  at  Hawkins  Station,  Sullivan  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  for  eight  months,  after  which  he  opened  a gen- 
eral store  near  Lackawaxen,  which  he  conducted 
for  five  years.  He  then  purchased  a half-interest 
in  a store  in  Lackawaxen  with  his  brother,  whose 
interest  he  purchased  several  years  later,  and  he 
has  since  been  alone  in  business.  He  carries  a large 
and  well-selected  stock  of  general  merchandise, 
and  receives  a liberal  share  of  the  public  patron- 
age. He  also  owns  and  operates  a good  farm  of 
150  acres,  thirty-five  of  which  are  under  cultivation, 
and  to  some  extent  he  is  interested  in  both  lumber- 
ing and  stone  quarrying.  He  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics,  is  State  committee- 


man at  the  present  time,  and.  has  been  county  com- 
mitteeman on  several  occasions.  Socially  he  has- 
been  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  for  ten  years, 
and,  in  religion,  holds  membership  in  the  Baptist 
Church. 

In  November,  1873,  Mr.  Shannon  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Bushweiler,  who- 
died  in  1884.  Three  children  blessed  this  union: 
Nettie  C.,  born  October  13,  1874,  is  a student  at  the 
Boston  Conservatory  of  Music ; Walter  R.,  born 
February  10,  1876,  was  graduated  from  the  Balti- 
more University  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1897,  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.,  and  is  at  present  engaged  in  prac- 
tice in  Lackawaxen;  and  Laura  G.,  born  June  18, 
1877,  is  at  home.  Air.  Shannon  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Aliss  Louisa  Gil- 
lett,  who  was  born  August  3,  1865.  Her  father, 
Charles  A.  Gillett,  a son  of  Abner  Gillett,  was  born 
in  West  Brookville,  N.  Y.,  and  was  married  in 
Alonticello,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Alartha 
Manna,  daughter  of  James  Manna. 

GEORGE  C.  WHITE,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war  whose  devotion  to  his  country  was 
tested  on  many  a Southern  battle-field,  is  now  one 
of  the  honored  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Epuinunk,  Wayne  county.  He  is  a native  of  the 
county,  born  in  Scott  township,  April  23,  1824,  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Thomas)  White,  repre- 
sentative pioneers  of  this  region. 

Joseph  White  was  born  in  1800,  on  the  Dela- 
ware river  in  Wayne  county,  and  after  his  marriage 
located  in  Scott  township,  where  he  followed 
lumbering  for  some  years.  In  1830  he  moved  to 
Little  Equinunk,  on  the  Delaware,  where  he  worked 
in  a sawmill,  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  sawed 
lumber  for  the-  Philadelphia  and  New  Jersey  mar- 
kets. He  died  in  Equinunk  in  1868,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  at  the  same  place  in  1887,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-eight  years.  In  the  family 
of  this  worthy  couple  were  ten  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  eldest.  (2)  Albert,  born  in  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.,  married  a Western  lady,  and 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  Little  Equinunk, 
where  he  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  a wife  and 
family,  who  still  reside  in  Wayne  county.  (3) 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Layton,  of  Calli- 
coon,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.  (4)  Charles,  born  in 
Wayne  county,  married  Rebecca  Jenson,  of  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.,  and  moved  to  Cameron  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  where  he  died,  leaving  two  children,  who 
still  live  on  Sinnamahoning  creek.  (5)  Jerome, 
born  in  Wayne  county,  moved  to  Iowa  when  a 
young  man,  and  there  married.  When  the  Civil 
war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  an  Iowa  regiment,  and 
at  the  charge  on  Vicksburg  was  mortally  wound- 
ed, dying  shortly  afterward.  His  widow  subse- 
quently married  again,  and  went  as  a missionary 
to  Texas.  (6)  Annie,  born  in  Manchester  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  is  now  Mrs.  Hamilton  Gen- 
son,  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and  has  a family. 
(7)  Clarissa,  born  in  Manchester  township,  is  the- 
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■wife  of  John  H.  Layton,  of  Little  Equinunk,  and 
has  a family.  (8)  Henry,  born  in  Wayne  county, 
joined  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war  as  a 
member  of  the  99th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  served  until 
hostilities  ceased.  Later  he  moved  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  has  married  and  reared  a family.  (9) 
Florence,  born  in  Wayne  county,  is  the  widow  of 
Nathaniel  Kellam,  of  Little  Equinunk,  who  died 
some  years  ago,  and  she  and  her  family  still  reside 
in  Wayne  county.  (10)  John  died  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty during  boyhood. 

George  C.  White  was  reared  in  Wayne  county, 
receiving  a very  limited  education,  but  his  busi- 
ness training  was  by  no  means  meagre,  for  at  an 
•early  age  he  began  work  in  the  lumber  woods.  He 
also  learned  sawmill  work,  and  continued  to  op- 
erate  mills  until  a few  years  ago.  In  1848  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Julia  A.  Price,  of  Manchester  township, 
a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Polly  Price,  pioneers  of 
AVayne  county,  and  after  his  marriage  he  purchased 
a tract  of  land  in  Manchester  township  on  which  he 
made  his  home  for  some  years,  clearing'  forty  acres 
and  erecting  thereon  good  and  substantial  build- 
ings. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  White  joined  the  boys  in 
blue  as  a member  of  Company  F,  144th  N.  Y.  V. 
I.,  enlisting  at  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  was 
sent  to  Washington,  D.  C.  As  a member  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen.  Burnside,  his  first 
engagement  was  against  Longstreet  at  Suffolk,  fol- 
; lowed  by  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  Gettys- 
burg. The  regiment  then  crossed  the  river  below 
Harper’s  Ferry,  and  proceeded  along  the  ridge  to 
AYarrington,  and  from  there  to  Folly  Island, 
Charleston.  They  were  under  Gen.  Gilmore  at  the 
battle  of  Olnstee,  and  were  later  sent  to  Jackson- 
ville. Fla.,  being  on  guard  duty  from  that  place  to 
Hilton  Head.  In  November,  1863,  while  at 
Charleston,  Mr.  White  was  granted  a furlough 
and  returned  home,  where  he  remained  for  one 
month,  rejoining  his  regiment  at  Hilton  Head. 
Thev  then  succeeded  in  tearing  up  the  Charleston 
•&'  Savannah  railroad,  and  for  several  days  were  in 
a number  of  skirmishes  with  the  Rebels  under 
Johnston,  at  Honey  Hill  or  Grahamsville.  At  that 
place  Air.  White  was  wounded,  November  30, 
1863,  by  a minie  ball,  in  the  right  leg  below  the 
knee.  All  day  and  night  he  lay  on  the  battle  field, 
and  was  then  taken  to  Hilton  Head  hospital,  where 
the  limb  was  amputated.  In  February,  1864,  he 
was  transferred  to  Davis  Island,  and  was  later  taken 
to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  finally  discharged 
August  15,  1865.  Returning  to  his  home  in  Wayne 
countv,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shingles 
for  a number  of  years. 

Air.  White  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
death  of  his  wife,  who  passed  away  about  sixteen 
rears  ago.  This  noble  woman  had  most  tenderly 
cared  for  her  children  while  he  was  at  the  front  de- 
fending the  flag  of  our  glorious  country,  and  she  al- 
ways proved  to  him  a raithful  helpmeet  and  devoted 
wife.  She  left  four  children.  (i)Ida,  born  in  Man-  i 


Chester  township,  in  18544s  the  wife  of  Samuel  Lest- 
er, an  engineer  on  the  York  & Erie  railroad,  by  whom 
she  has  three  children — Claud,  Orie  and  Dotty — 
and  they  reside  in  Susquehanna,  Penn.  (2)  Alwyn, 
born  in  Manchester  township,  married  Ella  Jones, 
of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  they  make  their  home, 
and  he  is  employed  as  track  foreman  on  the  rail- 
road. Of  their  three  children,  Ida  accidentally  shot 
herself  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; Victor  and  Guy 
are  both  at  home.  (3)  Zana,  born  in  Manches- 
ter  township,  is  the  wife  of  Asa  Lester,  of  Susque- 
hanna, Penn.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Malcom, 
now  a resident  of  McKean  county,  Penn.  (4) 
Frank,  born  in  Wayne  county,  was  educated  in  the 
Susquehanna  Soldiers  Orphans  school,  and  mar- 
ried Julia  Woodslater,  by  whom  he  has  one 
daughter. 

Politically  Mr.  White  was  first  a Whig  and  is 
now  an  ardent  Republican,  while  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  George  C.  Scudder  Post  No.  240,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Equinunk.  He  is  a man  of  many  noble 
qualities,  is  generous  to  a fault,  and  a great  favorite 
with  the  children  and  young  people  of  the  village 
on  account  of  his  kind-heartedness  and  generosity. 
They  all  know  and  recognize  him  as  ‘‘Chicle 
George.” 

CHARLES  H.  SCUDDER,  for  about  half  a 
century  a well  known  resident  of  Lebanon  town- 
ship, and  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
prominent  families  of  Wayne  county,  was  born 
April  27,  1831,  at  Roxbury,  Delaware  Co.,  New 
York. 

David  Scudder,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Westchester  county,  that  State,  October  2,  1783, 
and  was  married,  February  17,  1823,  to  Airs.  Sallie 
(Pattison)  Yeaman,  widow  of  Drake  Yeaman,  and 
daughter  of  Alichael  Pattison,  who  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  a soldier  in  the  American  Revolution. 
To  Air.  and  Mrs.  Scudder  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren: Hellen ; Betsy  Fidelia  ; Mary  Jane,  deceased; 
Phcebe  Alarie ; Frances  H.,  deceased;  Charles  H. ; 
Abram  L. ; and  Sarah  Arubouette.  The  father  was 
a faithful  defender  of  his  country  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  during  his  business  career  was  variously 
employed,  being  engaged  in  farming,  conducting  a 
store  and  tavern,  and  manufacturing  potash.  In 
1839  he  removed  to  Louisiana  and  located  on  Ber- 
wick Bay,  in  St.  Alary’s  Parish,  about  two  hundred 
miles  from  New  Orleans,  where  he  died  three  years 
later.  Returning  to  the  North,  the  family  located 
in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in 
1847,  where  they  remained  two  years;  then  (in 
1849)  removed  to  Lebanon,  thence  (in  1898)  to 
Prompton,  Pennsylvania. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in 
the  public  schools  of  New  York  and  Louisiana, 
being  about  nine  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  the  latter  State. 
He  returned  with  the  family  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
for  nearly  half  a century  resided  upon  the  farm  of 
260  acres  in  Lebanon  township,  \\  ayne  county.  He 
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made  many  useful  improvements  upon  the  place, 
thereby  adding  greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive 
appearance,  including  the  erection  of  a good  frame 
residence  and  substantial  outbuildings. 

On  January  21,  1852,  Mr.  Scudder  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Ann  La  Tourette, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sallie  (Wheatcraft)  La 
Tourette,  and  eight  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  five  of  whom  are  still  living:  Jane  Metute, 
of  Honduras,  South  America ; David  W.,  a resi- 
dent of  Torrey,  Penn.;  Frank  J.,  of  Lebanon  town- 
ship ; Charles  G.,  of  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  business;  and  Helen,  wife  of  Fred  Ken- 
nedy, of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county. 
Those  deceased  are  Eleanor,  and  twins  who  died  in 
infancy.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life 
in  February,  1867,  and  on  August  23,  1870,  Mr. 
Scudder  wedded  Mrs.  Emily  (Iveesler)  Maffett, 
widow  of  John  Maffett,  who  died  in  1861,  leaving 
twin  daughters,  one  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of 
one  year  and  eight  months ; the  other,  Ella,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Deloss  R.  Boughton,  of  Broome  county, 
N'.  Y.  Mrs.  Scudder’s  parents  were  Peter  and 
Percy  (Lewis)  Iveesler,  the  former  a native  of  Sul- 
livan county,  N.  Y.,  in  whose  family  were  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  still  living,  namely:  Wallace  (who  was 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war),  Emily,  Roxie,  Joseph, 
Helen,  Martha  and  Peter.  To  Charles  and  Emily 
Scudder  have  been  born  seven  children : Mary 

Jane,  wife  of  Horace  Purdy,  of  Lebanon  township ; 
Samuel,  a resident  of  the  same  place ; Anna  C. ; 
L.  J. ; John  D.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years ; and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Scudder  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  ever  been 
a supporter  of  that  organization.  Sincere  and  con- 
scientious Christian  people,  he  and  his  wife  are 
worthy  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  he  is  serving  as  elder.  Their  lives  have  ever 
been  in  harmony  with  their  profession,  and  their 
sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of  character 
have  won  the  admiration  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  them. 

JOHN  SHAFFER,  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  at  Waymart,  is  a representative  of  an 
honored  and  highly  respected  family  of  Wayne 
county.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Shaffer, 
was  a native  of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  the 
New  World  at  about  the  beginning  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  located  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  married  a Miss  Forbes.  In  1783,  after  the  birth 
of  their  son  John,  they  came  to  Wayne  county,  and 
located  on  a tract  of  land  on  Middle  creek  below 
the  North  & South  road.  Here  their  son  Moses 
was  born,  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  South 
Canaan  township.  The  grandfather  had  received  a 
very  favorable  report  of  this  locality  from  a party 
of  hunters  living  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  he 
therefore  determined  to  make  it  his  future  home. 
On  removing  to  his  farm  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship he  was  obliged  to  cut  his  own  roads,  and  with 


the  early  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  county 
he  was  prominently  identified. 

I11  the  grandfather’s  family  were  the  follow- 
ing children:  (1)  John  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. (2)  Moses  wedded  Mary  Swingle,  and  had 
children,  to-wit : Jacob;  Fannie,  wife  of  Aaron  Cur- 
tis; Samuel;  John;  Sallie,  wife  of  Jacob  Cobb; 
Millie,  wife  of  Adam  Wagner,  of  Waymart;  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  James  Glen;  Sylvester;  and  Many 
wife  of  Abram  Jaggers.  (3)  Samuel  married  Rachel 
Wagner,  and  his  children  were  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
John  Spangenberger ; Moses,  Abraham;  Eli;  Lydia, 
wife  of  Simon  Enslin;  Amy,  wife  of  Daniel  Everts; 
Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Reed;  Berzilla;  Joseph; 
Rachel;  Alexander;  and  Martha,  wife  of  Francis 
Enslin.  (4)  Susan  married  Joshua  Berleigh.  (5) 
Effie  married  Jacob  Swingle.  (6)  Betsy  mar- 
ried Edward  Doyle,  of  Buckingham  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  (7)  Polly  married  Samuel 
Chumard.  (8)  Catherine  married  James  McLain. 

During  his  infancy,  John  Shaffer  (the  father 
of  our  subject)  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Wayne  county,  and  amid  scenes  of  frontier  life  he 
grew  to  manhood,  aiding  his  father  in  the  arduous 
task  of  clearing  and  developing  a new  farm.  In 
connection  with  his  agricultural  pursuits  he  also- 
did  some  contracting,  and  our  subject  now  has  in 
his  possession  a contract,  dated  January  29,  1831, 
between  the  Honesdale  & Clarksville  Turnpike  Co. 
and  Charles  Stanton,  Blilander  Beattys,  Asa  Stan- 
ton and  John  Shaffer.  He  also  has  the  commissions 
given  his  father  as  lieutenant  and  captain  of  the 
State  Militia,  dated  August  3,  1807;  and  a land 
warrant  for  his  farm  of  sixty-nine  acres,  for  which, 
he  paid  $130,  dated  September  23,  1828.  Our  sub- 
ject now  owns  sixty-five  acres  of  the  original  tract, 
having  purchased  the  same  of  the  other  heirs  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1876. 

The  father  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
December  25,  1783,  and  died  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  July  30,  1864.  He  was  three  times  married, 
his  first  wife  being  Miss  Lydia  Benjermin,  who  was 
born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  October  20,  1791, 
and  died  October  16,  1826.  They  were  married 
June  9,  1811.  On  July  5,  1827,  he  married  Louisa 
Fobes,  who  was  born  September  21,  1798,  and 
died  October  16,  1852.  The  following  children 
blessed  this  union:  (1)  Lydia  A.,  born  January  19, 
1830,  married  Alexander  McMillan,  who  died  June 
11,  1883,  and  she  died  in  October,  1891.  In  their 
family  were  two  children,  now  deceased,  namely : 
Mary  R.  and  Winta  L.  The  former  married 
Charles  Betz,  and  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Caro- 
line, now  a resident  of  Honesdale.  (2)  Mary,  born 
December  24,  1831,  is  the  widow  of  George  A. 
Clark,  and  resides  with  our  subject.  She  has  two- 
daughters,  Ida  L..  who  was  born  January  15.  1870, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Sumner  Merring,  a farmer 
of  Wayne  county;  and  Bertha  E.,  who  was  born 
February  2,  1872,  and  is  now  successfully  engaged 
in  teaching,  while  she  resides  at  home.  (3)  Amy, 
born  October  1,  1834,  lives  with  our  subject.  (4) 
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Jolni,  born  February  25,  1837,  is  next  in  the  family. 
(5)  Sarah  A.,  born  November  22,  1841,  died  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1852.  The  parents  and  the  children  who 
are  now  deceased  are  all  buried  at  Canaan  Corners, 
Wayne  county.  The  family  is  one  of  the  highest 
respectability  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  always  resided 
upon  the  old  homestead  at  Waymart,  where  he  was 
born,  and  now  gives  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  its  management.  From  1864  until  1882  he  was 
employed  as  brakeman  on  the  Gravity  railroad,  but 
with  that  exception  he  has  always  engaged  in  farm 
work.  He  is  well  posted  on  the  leading  puestions 
and  issues  of  the  day,  and  in  politics  is  a stanch 
Democrat. 

JAMES  P.  SIMPSON.  During  the  trying- 
days  of  the  Civil  war  the  cause  of  freedom  found 
many  gallant  defenders  among  our  foreign-born 
residents,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  an  English- 
man by  birth,  proved  his  devotion  to  the  principles 
of  Magna  Charta  by  volunteering  for  “three  years 
or  the  war.”  He  took  part  in  several  important  en- 
gagements, and  a serious  wound,  which  might  have 
been  fatal  except  for  the  pure  blood  and  sound  health 
that  a wholesome  life  had  brought  him,  is  an  incon- 
testable evidence  of  his  courage.  Mr.  Simpson  has 
been  for  a number  of  years  a resident  of  Salem  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  he  is  held  in  high  esteem 
for  his  excellent  qualities  of  character,  and  the  fol- 
lowing history  will  be  of  general  interest  to  our 
readers. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  an  old  Yorkshire  fam- 
ily, and  was  born  in  Bradford,  England,  February 
23,  1841.  His  father,  Thomas  Simpson,  who  for 
thirty  years  was  an  overseer  of  a large  factory  at 
that  place,  owned  by  Wood  & Walker,  manufac- 
turers of  worsted  goods,  died  in  1891,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four.  Our  subject’s  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jane  Perkins,  died  in  1854,  aged 
thirty-nine,  and  the  father  for  his  second  wife  mar- 
ried Jane  Reid,  who  died  March  8,  1886,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six.  By  the  first  union  there  were  five  chil- 
dren: James  P.,  our  subject;  John  W.,  now  a clerk 
in  a grocery  store  in  England ; Miss  Sarah,  a resi- 
dent of  Bradford,  England;  Elizabeth  and  Samuel, 
who  both  died  in  infancy.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  were  four  children : Hepsiba,  a resident  of 
Bradford,  England  ; Alfred,  who  is  clerking  at  Brad- 
ford ; Joseph,  who  died  December  9,  1899;  and 
Arthur,  who  is  a bookkeeper  for  one  of  the  largest 
business  houses  in  Bradford. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  lie  at- 
tained his  majority,  but  after  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  was  employed  as  a clerk  by  John  Milligan,  Son 
& Co.,  his  education  being  continued  at  a night 
school.  His  active  and  clever  mind  enabled  him  to 
make  good  use  of  his  educational  opportunities,  such 
as  they  were,  and  after  coming  to  America,  he  at- 
tended school  for  some  time  in  Boston,  Mass.  In 
1862  he  set  sail  for  this  continent,  the  voyage  last- 
ing six  weeks,  and  after  spending  a few  days  in  New 


York  City  he  went  to  Toronto,  Canada,  where  he 
remained  several  weeks.  He  then  proceeded  to  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  and  worked  for  three  months  for  Isaac 
Jones;  but  as  the  Civil  war  was  in  progress  he  de- 
cided to  enlist  in  the  government  service.  He  joined 
the  27th  N.  Y.  Light  Artillery,  under  Capt.  John 
B.  Eaton,  now  of  the  regular  army,  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  and  served  until  honorably  discharged 
at  Washington,  May  18,  1865.  Among  the  battles 
in  which  he  participated  were  those  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania,  Poplar  Grove  Church,  and  Cold 
Harbor,  also  Petersburg,  and  he  was  with  the  forces 
in  front  of  the  latter  place  from  June,  1864,  until 
Sunday,  April  2,  1865.  While  there  he  was  struck 
in  the  lower  jaw  by  a piece  of  a shell,  making  it 
necessary  to  remove  some  of  the  jaw  bone,  but  owing 
to  Ins  good  general  health  the  wound  healed  in  six 
weeks.  On  receiving  his  discharge  he  went  to 
Cambridgeport,  Mass.,  to  visit  relatives  for  a few 
weeks,  and  the  physicians  there  advised  him  to  go 
home  to  England  -to  recuperate.  He  did  so,  re- 
maining about  three  months,  but  returned  to  Cam- 
bridgeport and  learned  the  machinist's  trade  which 
he  followed  there  until  1871.  Before  settling  down 
permanently  he  determined  upon  a prospecting  tour, 
and  after  a few  weeks  passed  in  Brooklyn,  Penn., 
he  went  to  Scranton,  this  State,  and  took  a position 
in  the  Dickson  locomotive  shops.  After  a year  he 
removed  to  Philadelphia,  worked  there  for  a few 
months  in  the  Baldwin  locomotive  shops,  and  then 
the  next  four  years  he  spent  in  working  at  his 
trade  in  Corning,  N.  Y.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  went  to  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and  as  the  panic  which 
then  prevailed  made  work  at  his  trade  difficult  to 
obtain,  he  spent  seven  years  as  a bookkeeper  for  the 
Arlington  Woolen  Mills.  During  this  period  he 
saved  enough  money  to  purchase  his  present  home- 
stead, an  attractive  place  near  Hamlinton,  Wayne 
county,  consisting  of  forty-one  acres.  He  acquired 
the  title  in  1882,  and  removed  there  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  since  which  date  he  has  given  much  at- 
tention to  the  management  of  the  farm.  In  the  fall 
of  1883  he  was  employed  on  a lathe  in  the  shops  of 
the  Dickson  Manufacturing  Co.,  at  Scranton,  and 
this  position  he  held  until  1896,  when  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  discontinue  the  work ; but  he  still 
helps  his  old  employers  occasionally  if  they  send  for 
him  in  a busy  season.  He  is  an  expert  machinist,  and 
his  industry  has  brought  him  a fair  competence, 
while  he  also  draws  a pension  for  his  services  to  the 
nation  during  the  war.  In  politics  he  has  always 
been  a Republican,  his  first  vote  being  cast  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  but  he  has  not  sought  official  honors. 
Socially  he  and  his  wife  are  much  esteemed,  and  he 
is  connected  with  various  fraternal  orders,  includ- 
ing the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  the  G.  A. 
R.  at  Salem,  and  the  F.  & A.M.,  in  which  latter  he 
has  attained  the  32b  degree.  He  first  joined  the 
fraternity  in  November,  1870,  at  East  Cambridge, 
Mass.;  on  June  18.  1873,  was  enrolled  at  Corn- 
ing, N.  Y.,  as  a Chapter  Mason,  and  on  November 
23,  1878,  he  was  advanced  to  the  degree  of  Knight 
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Templar  at  Lawrence,  Mass.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a communicant  of  St.  Luke's  (Protestant  Epis- 
copal) Church  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  Mrs.  Simp- 
son is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Salem. 

On  September  14,  1871,  Mr.  Simpson  was  mar- 
ried at  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  by 
Rev.  Philip  Holbroker,  a Methodist  minister,  to 
Miss  Selina  L.  Blake,  but  no  children  have  blessed 
the  union.  Mrs.  Simpson  was  born  at  Brooklyn, 
Penn.,  June  7,  1839,  a daughter  of  Samuel  B. 
Blake,  and  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Blake,  a na- 
tive of  England,  who  came  to  America  many  years 
ag'O,  settling  in  Massachusetts,  and  was  a Conti- 
nental soldier  in  the  Revolution.  Samuel  B.  Blake, 
who  was  born  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  August  27,  1794, 
settled  in  Brooklyn,  Penn.,  taking  up  a large  tract 
of  land,  which  he  cleared  and  cultivated.  He  was 
a good  farmer,  was  intelligent  and  well  informed, 
and  was  a teacher  in  the  early  part  of  his  life ; he 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  married 
December  17,  1820,  at  Harford,  Penn.,  to  Miss 
Alcemena  Case,  a native  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  born 
December  22,  1797.  They  were  both  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  much 
respected  by  their  acquaintances.  He  died  August 
25,  1867,  and  the  wife  passed  away  on  February  9, 
1864,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Brook- 
lyn, Penn.  Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  Albert, 
born  November  26,  1821,  hsfs  never  married,  and 
is  a resident  of  Susquehanna  county ; Edwin  E., 
born  October  29,  1823,  married  Mrs.  Sarah  E. 
A oodward,  a widow,  now  deceased,  and  he  resides 
in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county;  Miss  Mary  R., 
born  February  22,  1833,  resides  in  Brooklyn,  Penn. ; 
and  Selina  L.,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  is  the  young- 
est in  the  family. 

JOHN  F.  McFARLAND,  ticket,  freight  and 
express  agent,  and  telegraph  operator  at  Lake  Ariel, 
A\  ayne  county,  is  one  of  the  active  native-born 
young  business  men  of  the  county. 

Born  July  6,  1872,  in  Lake  township,  Wayne 
county,  he  is  a son  of  John  S.  and  Sarahett  (Mitch- 
ell) McFarland,  of  Jefferson  township,  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn.,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where. Their  son  John  F.,  of  whom  we  write, 
received  a liberal  education  at  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  place,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  left 
the  parental  roof  for  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he 
clerked  in  a grocery  store  a year,  thence  removing 
to  Georgetown,  and  there  serving  as  telegrapher 
at  the  railway  station  one  year.  His  next  point  was 
at  \\  immers  Station,  in  Lackawanna  county,  where 
he  was  operator  also  a year,  afterward  serving  as 
operator  at  different  stations  between  Port  Jervis 
and  Hawley  until  1895,  in  which  year  we  find  him 
again  in  Scranton,  where  he  “worked  the  ticker” 
three  months,  finally  coming  to  Lake  Ariel  to  fill 
his  present  responsible  position. 

On  December  24,  1893,  at  Hawley,  Penn., 
John  F.  McFarland  was  united  in  marriage  with 


Miss  Ella  Philips,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Sarah 
(Smith)  Philips,  highly  respectable  people  of  Haw- 
ley, Penn.,  where  Mr.  Philips  is  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business.  Two  children,  Ethel  Sarah, 
born  January  31,  1897,  and  Ella  Ruth,  born  Janu- 
ary 8,  1900,  grace  this  union.  Socially  Mr.  Mc- 
Farland is  affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  Pie  is  bright, 
and  popular  with  all  classes,  and  embodies  a rare 
combination  of  good  nature  with  sound  common 
sense. 

EDWARD  G.  BELL  was  born  in  Rockland 
county,  N.  Y.,  June  8,  1851,  and  in  his  youth  re- 
ceived a good  training  in  the  common  English 
branches.  He  owns  and  operates  a beautiful  farm 
of  seventy-three  acres  on  the  Delaware  river,  in 
Westfall  township  Pike  county,  only  one  and  one- 
half  miles  from  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  in  connection 
with  general  agriculture  is  engaged  in  keeping  sum- 
mer boarders.  He  has  a fine  peach  orchard  on  the 
place,  raising  fruit  and  vegetables  for  the  Port  Jer- 
vis market,  and  is  a business  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary ability,  in  all  bis  undertakings  meeting  with 
most  gratifying  success.  After  bis  father  removed 
to  Port  Jervis,  he  and  his  brother  continued  to  oper- 
ate the  farm  together  until  1897,  when  it  was  di- 
vided, and  our  subject  erected  a beautiful  new  resi- 
dence upon  his  portion  of  the  150  acres.  He  is  a 
thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist,  and  has  made 
many  improvements  upon  the  place,  which  add 
greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive  appearance.  So- 
cially he  is  a Master  Mason,  and  politically  a strong 
Democrat.  He  and  his  family  have  been  quite 
prominent  in  the  community  where  they  reside,  and 
it  is  to  such  men  that  the  county  owes  its  prosperity 
and  advancement. 

In  July,  1893,  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Bell 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maggie  Treible, 
who  was  born  in  Bushkill,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  July 
15,  1875,  a daughter  of  Samuel  H.  and  Julia  A. 
(Ace)  Treible,  also  natives  of  that  county,  where 
the  mother  died  in  1883.  The  father  was  born 
in  1853,  a son  of  Henry  and  Katie  Treible,  and 
is  still  engaged  in  farming  at  Bushkill.  Plis  chil- 
dren are  Henry,  a resident  of  Monroe  county ; Mag- 
gie, wife  of  our  subject;  and  Edith,  wife  of  Floyd 
Lyon,  freight  agent  for  the  Chas.  W.  Davis  Trans- 
portation Line,  in  New  York  City.  [Mr.  Bell  is  a 
son  of  the  late  William  J.  Bell,  a sketch  of  whom 
appears  at  page  636.] 

JOHN  RACHT.  Among  the  more  prominent 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne’  county,  who  are  of  alien  birth,  is  the 
gentleman  wnose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 
Like  others  of  his  countrymen  he  has  brought  to 
the  New  World  the  habits  of  economy  and  fru- 
gality which  are  inherent  characteristics  of  his  na- 
tive land,  and  the  exercise  of  which,  accompanied 
by  industry  and  good  management,  have  secured 
for  him  a comfortable  competence. 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


909 


Mr.  Racht  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  Oc- 
tober 26,  1832,  a son  of  Michael  and  Catherine 
(Andres)  Racht,  who  in  1857  joined  our  subject 
and  his  brother  in  Honesdaie,  where  the  mother 
died  a year  after  her  arrival  from  a lingering  ill- 
1 ness  contracted  on  the  voyage.  The  father,  who 
; was  blind  for  several  years,  died  at  the  home  of  a 
daughter  in  Honesdaie,  in  1862,  aged  sixty-one 
years.  In  early  life  he  had  worked  as  a general 
laborer  and  later  as  a farmer  in  Germany,  accumu- 
lating in  this  way  some  money,  which  was  invested 
in  a farm  on  coming  to  America.  The  land  was 
purchased  in  his  name,  and  he  made  the  first  pay- 
! ment,  but  the  balance  was  paid  by  our  subject  and 
his  brother.  The  family  remained  together  for 
many  years,  and  as  four  of  the  children  were  mar- 
ried,  they  bought  the  farm  on  which  our  subject 
now  resides  in  order  to  have  more  room.  Work- 
ing together,  they  at  length  paid  off  the  indebted- 
ness on  the  place,  and  converted  the  land  into  a 
I valuable  and  productive  farm.  The  parents  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at  Honesdaie. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children : Se- 

bastian, a prominent  farmer,  who  died  in  South 
Canaan  township  in  1894;  Jacob,  a farmer  of  the 
same  township;  Michael,  a teamster  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y. ; William,  who  died  in  Germany  during  child- 
hood; John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Anna, 
who  married  Andrew  Stein  (both  died  in  Hones- 
daie). 

During  his  youth  John  Racht  learned  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  at  which  he  continued  to  work  in 
Germany  until  1852,  wnen  he  and  his  brother  Jacob 
sailed  for  the  United  States.  From  April  until 
July  they  spent  in  New  York  City,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade,  while  his  brother  engaged  in  tailoring, 
and  then  went  to  Rondout,  N.  Y.  After  following 
their  trades  for  some  time,  they  spent  two  years  in 
boating. on  the  canal  for  others,  and  subsequently 
purchased  a boat  which  they  ran  between  Rondout 
and  Honesdaie  for  three  years.  After  sending  for 
their  parents,  they  bought  the  farm  in  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  which  they  operated  to- 
gether for  nine  years.  Our  subject  then  took  his 
present  farm  as  his  share  of  the  property,  and  since 
locating  on  the  same  in  1867  has  devoted  his  ener- 
gies to  its  cultivation  and  improvement  with  most 
satisfactory  results, 

111  Honesdaie,  Mr.  Racht  was  married  Decern-' 
ber  12.  1855,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Trice-,  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following  children : Mary  A.  is 

now  the  wife  of  Anthony  Burkert,  who  is  connected 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  at  Honesdaie ; Mag- 
gie died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ; William,  a 
carpenter  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  married  Nora  Shaf- 
fer; Anna  is  the  wife  of  John  Doyle,  a lumberman 
of  McKean  county,  Penn. ; Andrew  married  Agnes 
Doyle,  and  is  engaged  in  lumbering  in  McKean 
county;  John  is  also  a lumberman  of  that  county; 
Susan  died  in  childhood  ; and  Charles,  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  are  still  with  their  parents. 

Mrs.  Racht.  who  had  been  an  invalid  for  four- 


teen years,  died  June  7,  1899,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Catholic  cemetery  at  Honesdaie,  Penn.  She  was 
born  July  10,  1835,  in  Prussia,  Germany,  where  her 
parents,  Mathew  and  Catherine  (Bollis)  Trice,  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  until  1852,  when  they 
emigrated  to  America  and  located  in  Honesdaie, 
Penn.  The  father,  who  was  employed  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Coal  Co.,  died  August  15,  1878,  aged  sev- 
enty-five years,  the  mother  in  September,  1864,  aged 
fifty-five,  and  both  were  buried  at  Honesdaie.  Of 
their  children,  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Pellance, 
who  is  employed  on  the  coal  docks  at  Honesdaie; 
Elizabeth  was  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary  wed- 
ded Charles  Storr  (now  deceased),  and  she  died  in 
January,  1871 ; and  William  is  a resident  of  Ron- 
dout, New  York. 

Mr.  Racht  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup- 
port of  the  Democracy,  and  he  has  most  efficiently 
served  as  school  director  for  the  past  six  years. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Hones- 
daie, and  also  of  St.  Joseph’s  Society.  He  -is 
surrounded  by  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  appreciate 
his  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of  char- 
acter. 

JACOB  I.  BATES  is  a prominent  representa- 
tive of  the  business  interests  of  Dyberry  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  owns  and  successfully 
operates  a large  gristmill.  Being  a man  of  excel- 
lent business  ability  and  sound  judgment,  he  has 
prospered  in  his  undertakings,  and  the  success  that 
lias  crowned  his  efforts  is  well  merited. 

John  Bates  (father  of  our  subject)  was  born 
in  Cornwall,  England,  September  2,  1806,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  came  to  the  New  World, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Dyberry  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  He  purchased  land  near  the  center  of 
the  township,  and  there  made  his  home  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life, dying  June  11,  1887.  He 
married  Miss  Emily  Swingle,  of  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Swin- 
gle; she  passed  away  September  28,  1889. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children:  Elizabeth  A.,  who  still  resides 

on  the  old  homestead ; Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Peter  Ran- 
dall, of  Hancock,  N.  Y. ; Robert  S.,  a resident  of 
Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county;  Jacob  I.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  John  M.,  who  died  April  28, 
1882;  J.  Isadora,  wife  of  Samuel  B.  Bryant,  of 
Waymart,  Wayne  county;  Amanda  L.,  wife  of 
Richard  Randall ; George  W.,  who  died  November 
7,  1861  ; Edwin  Spencer,  who  died  October  28, 
1861;  and  Eugene  L.,  who  also  lives  on  the  old 
homestead. 

In  Dyberry  township  Jacob  I.  Bates,  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  October  10,  1843,  and  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  township  he  gained  the  founda- 
tion of  an  education,  to  which  he  has  added  by 
extensive  reading  and  observation.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  and  was 
placed  in  the  construction  corps,  where  he  served 
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until  the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  to  Wayne 
county,  he  purchased  land  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Dyb'erry  township,  and  began  farming.  Soon 
afterward,  in  company  with  ms  brother,  he  bought 
a sawmill,  and  to  this  was  added  a feedmill.  In  1869 
Mr.  Bates  built  a large  gristmill,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  operated,  receiving  from  the  public  a 
liberal  patronage. 

On  September  10,  1865,  Mr.  Bates  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Jerusha  A.  Hunter,  who 
was  born  May  29,  1843,  a daughter  of  Mathew  and 
Phoebe  Ann  (Hoel)  Blunter,  the  former  a native  of 
England,  the  latter  of  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  When  a mere  lad  her  father  came  to  this 
country. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  were  born  seven 
children,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as 
follows : Charles  Spencer,  August  29,  1866,  mar- 

ried Sarah  Arnold,  and  has  one  child,  Horace; 
George  L.,  August  24,  1868,  married  Genevra 

Scambler,  and  has  one  child,  Russell ; Andrew  J., 
July  13,  1871;  Chauncey  E.,  November  21,  1873; 
Edmund  W.,  June  28,  1876,  married  Verna  Bishop, 
and  lives  in  Equinunk,  Penn. ; Wesley  A.,  Decem- 
ber 16,  1879;  an(l  Ida  M.,  December  2,  1885.  All 
are  stilll  living  with  the  exception  of  Andrew  J., 
who  died  October  23,  1895. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bates  is  a Democrat,  though 
at  local  elections  he  does  not  adhere  strictly  to  party 
lines,  endeavoring  to  support  the  man  best  qualified 
for  the  office.  He  has  always  been  before  the  peo- 
ple as  their  representative  in  township  matters,  and 
has  most  capably  and  acceptably  served  his  fellow’ 
citizens  in  the  offices  of  overseer  of  roads,  town- 
ship clerk  eight  years,  school  director  seven  years, 
and  the  present  year  completes  his  sixth  year  as 
supervisor.  He  is  also  a director  in  and  agent  for  the 
Wayne  County  Farmers  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co. 
His  public  service  is  most  ‘exemplary,  and  his  pri- 
vate life  is  above  reproach.  Mrs.  Bates  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church. 

COLUMBUS  WASHINGTON  HUBBARD, 
a prominent  agriculturist  of  Lake  township,  Wayne 
county,  has  not  only  won  for  himself  a substantial 
success  in  business  life,  but  he  bears  an  honorable 
record  as  a soldier,  gained  during  the  long  struggle 
which  settled  forever  the  question  o-f  our  national 
unity. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  22,  1833,  at  Green- 
field, Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  Columbus  and 
Mary  A.  (Young)  Hubbard,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Rhode  Island.  The  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  died  while  on  his  way  to 
California,  and  the  mother  afterward,  in  1886,  re- 
moved to  Wayne  county  to  spend  her  last  days  at 
the  home  of  our  subject,  her  only  child.  She  died 
February  4,  1895,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
five  years,  and  her  remains  now  rest  in  the  South 
Canaan  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Hubbard’s  youth  was  mainly  spent  at  the 
home  of  an  uncle,  Nicholas  Young,  a farmer  of 
Luzerne  county,  but  in  April,  1851,  he  located  in 


Wayne  county,  being  employed  for  some  time  in 
running  cars  on  the  Gravity  railroad  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania Coal  Co.  At  first  he  resided  at  “No.  12” y 
now  known  as  Gravity,  but  he  afterward  made  his 
home  at  different  places  along  the  road,  and  he  re- 
mained in  the  service  of  the  company  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  receiving  promotion  from  time  to 
time.  In  1857  he  was  appointed  a conductor,  but 
his  work  was  interrupted  in  May,  1861,  by  his  en- 
listment in  Company  B,  3rd  Pa.  Reserves,  with 
which  he  served  three  years  and  twenty-one  days, 
under  Captains  Curtis,  Davenport  and  Warren  G.  | 
Moore.  He  took  part  in  a number  or  severe  bat- 
tles, but  was  never  wounded.  During  the  famous 
“seven-days’  fight”  in  Virginia,  in  1862,  he  was  in 
active  service,  and  on  the  fifth  day  he  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Battle  City  Cross  Roads.  After  spend- 
ing thirty-seven  days  in  a prison  at  Richmond,  he  j 
was  exchanged  at  Akron  Landing,  on  the  James 
river,  and  he  soon  rejoined  his  regiment,  which 
was  then  stationed  near  the  James.  Among  the 
battles  in  which  he  participated  were  those  of  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg  and  second 
battle  of  Bull  Run.  In  June,  1864,  he  received  his 
discharge,  and  on  returning  home  he  at  once  took 
his  place  as  conductor  on  his  old  train,  and  con- 
tinued his  connection  with  the  company  until  De- 
cember 17,  1885,  when  the  road  was  abandoned. 
Having  in  the  meantime  made  his  home  at  his  pres- 
ent farm,  he  has  since  given  his  attention  to  general 
farming,  and  under  his  able,  judicious  management 
the  estate,  which  contains  150  acres,  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  best  in  the  neighborhood.  He  is  a stanch  i 
Republican  in  politics,  and  while  he  is  not  an  office 
seeker  he  takes  much  interest  in  local  affairs,  and 
has  served  three  years  as  school  director.  He  and 
his  family  are  popular  socially,  and  he  is  an  active 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Capt.  George  W.  Daven- 
port Post  No.  534,  at  Gravity. 

On  March  22,  1856,  Mr.  Hubbard  was  married 
in  Laxe  township,  Wayne  county,  on  the  farm  I 
where  he  now  resides,  by  Gabriel  Howell,  Esq.,  to  j 
Bliss  Rachel  Enslin,  and  eight  children  have  blessed 
the  union:  (1)  Rosatha  died  June  10,  1837.  (2)  j 

Diana  married  Nicholas  Croop,  of  Jefferson  town-  ; 
ship,  Lackawanna  county,  and  died  July  11,  1876.  j 
(3)  Almina  married  Butler  B.  Ivizer,  a railway  ; I 
conductor  residing  at  Scranton,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Cora  M.  and  Hazel  M.  (4)  Frank  D. 
died  October  31,  1879.  (5)  Kancy  J.,  who  mar- 

ried Ella  Swingle,  is  a farmer  in  Lake  township,  . 
Wayne  county  (they  have  one  child,  Carl  C).  (6) 

Inez  M.  died  November  6,  1879.  (7)  Sylvania  B. 

married  Walter  Williams,  operator  at  Scranton  on 
the  D.  L.  & W.  R.  R.  (8)  Fordyce  Meade,  who 
married  Virgie  House  on  May  11,  1898,  is  working 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  at  Scranton.  Mrs.  ; 
Hubbard  was  born  May  9,  1837,  in  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Nancy  A.  (Quick)  Enslin,  and  is  a member  j 
of  a well  known  family  of  this  section.  Her  pa-  ; 
ternal  grandparents,  George  and  Katie  (Swingle) 
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Enslin,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  settled 
in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  at  an 
early  day,  while  her  maternal  grandparents,  Cor- 
nelius and  Elizabeth  (Nesbit)  Quick,  spent  the 
greater  portion  of  their  lives  in  Luzerne  county, 
, where  both  were  born.  Her  mother  died  in  No- 
vember, i860,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  her  father 
in  the  following  month,  aged  sixty.  Their  children 
were:  Julieann,  deceased  wife  of  Henry  Ames,  of 
Waymart;  Jacob,  a retired  farmer  of  South  Canaan 
i township,  Wayne  county ; Francis ; Rosella,  wife  of 
Alexander  Cornell,  of  Hawley;  Rachel,  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Joshua,  deceased. 

GEOGE  HUMPHREY  SANDERCOCK. 
This  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturist  is  the 
owner  of  a fine  farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  his  family  has  been  promi- 
nent for  many  years.  He  is  of  English  descent  in 
both  paternal  and  maternal  lines,  and  in  his  career 
and  character  lie  has  shown  the  best  qualities  of 
that  race. 

George  Sandercock,  Sr.,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  a lifelong  resident  of  Pondstock,  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  engaged  in  farming-.  George 
Sandercock  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Cornwall,  England,  in  1819,  and  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Mary  Bellamy,  daughter  of  Hum- 
phrey H.  and  Grace  Bellamy.  For  some  time  after 
their  marriage  they  resided  in  Cornwall,  but  in 
1844  they  came  to  America,  their  first  home  being 
made  at  Berlin,  Wayne  county,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  In  1854  he 
removed  to  Cherry  Ridge  township,  having  pur- 
chased one  hundred  acres  of  land  for  a homestead. 
Three  years  later  he  bought  another  tract  of  one 
hundred  acres,  and  for  many  years  he  operated  the 
entire  estate.  He  was  extensively  engaged  in  lum- 
bering, owning  at  one  time  about  1 .000  acres  of 
timber  land  at  Paupac,  Wayne  county,  and  in  all 
his  enterprises  he  met  with  uniform  success.  As 
a citizen  he  was  much  respected,  and  he  was  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  fill  township  offices.  In 
politics  he  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  was  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  giving  liberally  to  its  sup- 
port. He  died  August  18,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four;  his  widow,  who  was  born  November  1,  1819, 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  children.  His  mor- 
tal remains  now  repose  in  the  cemetery  at  Hones- 
dale.  Of  the  children  of  this  worthy  couple,  the 
eldest,  Elizabeth,  married  John  Schenk,  of  Lara- 
mie City,  Wyoming;  Thomas  is  deceased:  John  W. 
is  a prominent  merchant  at  Lake  Ariel,  Penn. ; 
W illiam,  a railway  conductor,  resides  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.;  Julia  married  Isaac  Male,  the  foreman  of  a 
coalyard  at  Hawley,  Wayne  county:  George  H., 
our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Mary 
died  April  5,  1865  ; Amos  Mead  resides  upon  a por- 
tion of  the  old  homestead ; and  Augusta  died  in 
1864. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  11.  1854,  at 


the  present  homestead,  and  during  his  youth  he 
enjoyed  the  usual  experiences  of  a country  lad.  In 
1887  he  began  working  in,  an  axe  factory  at  Tracy- 
ville,  Wayne  county,  where  he  remained  about  two 
and  one-half  years,  but  after  the  death  of  his  father 
he  was  obliged  to  give  his  attention  to  the  care  of 
the  home  farm.  For  a few  years  the  estate  was  left 
undivided,  but  later  Mr.  Sandercock  took  the  one 
hundred  acres  comprising  the  original  purchase, 
while  his  brother  Amos  M.  took  the  remaining  half. 
Mr.  Sandercock  raises  general  crops,  and  manages 
his  farm  in  a thoroughly  scientific  manner.  His 
sound  judgment  is  recognized  by  his  neighbors,  and 
for  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  a director  in  the 
Wayne  County  Agricultural  Association,  a position 
formerly  held  by  his  lamented  father.  Politically 
he  is  a stanch  Republican,  but  he  has  no  inclina- 
tion to  enter  official  life,  having  refused  to  allow 
his  name  to  be  presented  as  a candidate  when  urged 
to  do  so.  Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Order 
of  Red  Men,  Honesdale  Lodge,  and  while  he  is  not 
a member  of  any  Church  he  inclines  toward  the 
Methodist  faith.  On  October  6,  1S80,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Van 
Cliff,  a Methodist  minister,  to  Miss  Anna  E. 
Bonear,  and  their  home  is  brightened  by  three  chil- 
dren, Isaac  B.,  George  and  Morrell  Ray. 

Mrs.  Sandercock  belongs  to  one  of  the  most 
prominent  families  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  and 
is  a leader  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  locality. 
She  was  born  August  15,  1857,  at  the  Bonear  home- 
stead in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  a beautiful  estate 
which  has  been  improved  of  late  years  at  great  ex- 
pense, the  residence  being  one  of  the  finest  in 
Wayne  county.  Her  father,  Isaac  Bonear,  was 
born  in  Cornwall,  England,  in  1827,  and  came  to 
America  when  about  nine  years  old  with  his  par- 
ents, Moses  and  Catherine  (May)  Bonear.  He  has 
always  been  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  at  times 
has  been  chosen  to  township  offices  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  while  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church  near  their  home.  His 
wife  was  born  in  1831  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  but 
her  parents  came  to  Wayne  county  during  her  child- 
hood. They  had  the  following  children : Cather- 

ine J.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  (deceased),  who 
married  George  VanWinkle,  a machinist  in  New 
Jersey;  Anna  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Ada  R., 
wife  of  Amos  Mead  Sandercock,  who  occupies  part 
of  the  Sandercock  homestead. 

JOHN  BEEMER,  the  present  efficient  and 
popular  street  commissioner  of  Hawley,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  in  Indian  Orchard,  same  county, 
March  14,  1836,  a son  of  Frederick  and  Laura 
(Dexter)  Beemer. 

The  paternal  grandparents  were  of  German 
origin,  and  were  lifelong  residents  of  Beemersville, 
N.  J.  The  father  was  by  occupation  a farmer  and 
lumbeiman,  politically  was  a Democrat,  and  in  re- 
ligious belief  was  a Baptist.  He  died  in  1844,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  honored  and  respected 
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by  all  who  knew  him.  His  children  were : John, 

the  subject  of  this  review;  and  Nancy,  now  the 
wife  of  Cornelius  Brown,  foreman  of  the  Delaware 
shipyard  at  Newburg,  N.  Y.  The  mother  was 
twice  married,  her  second  husband  being  G.  W. 
Daniels,  who  now  resides  at  White  Mills,  Wayne 
county.  By  this  union  she  had  five  children : Cyn- 
thia, who  first  married  David  Bishop,  and  after  his 
death  wedded  a Mr.  Hedglin,  a stationary  engineer 
at  Lake  Ariel,  Wayne  county;  Laura,  who  married 
Joel  Fish,  of  Wisconsin,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased ; Amanda,  who  lives  with  her  father  at 
White  Mills ; and  Emma  and  Edith,  who  both  died 
unmarried.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1892,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 

At  an  early  age  John  Beemer  commenced  work- 
ing in  the  woods  for  Russell  Daniels,  and  on  leav- 
ing home  at  the  age  of  seventeen  followed  lumber- 
ing in  the  employ  of  others.  For  thirteen  years 
he  served  as  foreman  for  Collingwood  & Co.,  lum- 
ber merchants  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  looking- 
after  their  business  in  Pike  county,  Penn.  In  1883 
he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account  as  a 
general  contractor  in  timber  and  sawed  lumber, 
and  was  thus  employed  until  the  spring  of  1896, 
when  elected  street  commissioner  of  Hawley,  to 
which  place  he  had  removed  in  1882  from  Pike 
county.  In  connection  with  the  duties  of  that  office, 
which  he  most  capably  discharges,  he  still  carries 
on  business  as  a lumber  contractor.  The  Repub- 
lican party  finds  in  him  an  ardent  supporter  of  its 
principles,  and  he  has  done  much  to  promote  its 
welfare  in  his  community.  He  is  an  energetic,  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising  business  man,  .and  the 
success  he  has  achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his 
own  unaided  efforts  and  excellent  management. 

Mr.  Beemer  was  married  November  1,  1856, 
at  White  Mills,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Caroline 
Morrow,  Rev.  C.  L.  Rice,  a Methodist  minister, 
officiating.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
namely : Amanda,  now  the  wife  of  Seth  Downs, 

a teamster  at  White  Mills,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children ; Ada,  at  home ; Anna,  wife  of  George  Pal- 
lott,  a traveling  salesman  living  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Frederick  B.,  who  is  employed  as  shipping  clerk  in 
the  glass  works  in  Hawley  and  resides  at  home ; 
and  Harry  R.,  who  also  lives  at  home  and  is  em- 
ployed at  the  glass  works. 

Mrs.  Beemer  was  born  in  1838,  at  what  is  now 
Hawley,  but  at  that  time  was  known  as  Paupack 
Eddy,  a daughter  of  Elias  and  Anna  (Ivellam) 
Morrow,  the  former  a native  of  New  Jersey,  the 
latter  of  Pike  county,  Penn.  The  father,  who  was 
a lumberman  by  occupation,  died  in  Palmyra  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  in  1877.  the  mother  in  Indian 
Orchard,  Wayne  county,  in  1867,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years.  Both  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  was  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics. Of  their  children,  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  William,  Louis  and  Amanda  all  died  when 
young;  and  Brown  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years. 


HARVEY  A.  WILLIAMS,  the  well-known 
proprietor  of  the  Williams  brush  handle  manufac- 
tory, at  Lake  Como,  has  resided  in  Wayne  county 
for  over  twenty  years,  and  his  name  is  inseparably 
connected  with  its  industrial  interests.  His  thor- 
oughly American  spirit  and  great  energy  have  en- 
abled him  to  mount  from  a lowly  position  to  one 
of  affluence.  One  of  his  leading  characteristics  in 
business  affairs  is  his  fine  sense  of  order  and  com- 
plete system,  and  the  habit  of  giving  careful  atten- 
tion to  details,  without  which  success  in  any  under- 
taking is  never  an  assured  fact. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Verona,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  in  April,  1854,  and  is  a son  of  Zadoc  and  Mary 
(Langdon)  Williams,  the  former  born  in  Orange, 
•N.  J.,  the  latter  in  Ireland,  in  1817.  They  were 
married  in  New  Jersey,  where  the  father  followed 
the  butcher  business  throughout  life,  dying  in  that 
State  in  1859.  Our  subject  is  the  fourth  in  a fam- 
ily of  six  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : ( 1 ) 
George,  born  in  1846,  attended  the  public  schools 
during-  boyhood,  and  on  reaching  man’s  estate  mar- 
ried Minnie  Sherry,  of  Verona,  N.  J.,  by  whom  he 
has  five  children.  He  lives  in  Verona,  and  is  em- 
ployed as  engineer  at  the  Newark  City  Home.  (2) 
Catherine,  born  in  1848,  married  John  Garretson, 
of  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  she  had  two  chil- 
dren, and  all  died  in  Verona,  her  death  occurring  in 
1887.  (3)  John,  born  in  1851,  married  Martha 

Iveifer,  of  Verona,  where  he  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business  until  his  death,  in  1894.  He  left  a 
widow  and  six  children  who  are  still  living  in  that 
city.  (5)  Louisa,  born  in  1856,  is  the  wife  of  Hiram 
Handville,  and  lives  on  her  father’s  old  homestead. 
She  has  two  children,  Ruth  and  Russell.  (6)  Sarah, 
born  in  1858,  died  in  1878. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Harvey  A.  Will- 
iams attended  the  public  schools  of  Verona,  in 
which  village  he  was  reared,  and  there  learned  the 
tool-making  trade,  becoming  an  accomplished  work- 
man during  the  three  years  he  devoted  to  that  occu- 
pation. Subsequently  he  learned  wood-turning,  and 
was  employed  in  that  work  in  Parkersburg,  W.  Va., 
for  fifteen  months,  after  which  he  returned  to  New- 
ark, N.  J.  Coming  to  Lake  Como,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  in  1876,  he  accepted  a position  in  the  wood- 
turning establishment  of  Jacob  R.  Lawshe ; six 
months  later  was  appointed  foreman  of  the  works, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  purchased  the  plant, 
which  he  has  since  successfully  operated.  Having 
put  in  new  machinery  and  otherwise  improved  his 
manufactory,  he  is  now  enabled  to  do  first-class 
work,  and  his  brush  handles  are  used  in  almost 
every  State  in  the  Union,  his  trade  being  very  large 
and  quite  profitable.  When  he  became  owner  of  the 
plant  the  business  was  yet  in  its  infancy,  but  to-day, 
through  his  energy  and  careful  management,  it 
has  assumed  extensive  proportions.  Besides  his 
business  property  he  owns  a fine  home  in  Lake 
Como,  and  500  acres  of  valuable  timber  land  in 
Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married,  in  1877,  to  Miss 
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Ada  Menhennett,  of  Lake  Como,  a daughter  of 
James  C.  and  Julia  (Martin)  Menhennett.  Her 
father  was  a native  of  England,  the  son  of  a Method- 
ist minister,  and  when  a young  man  came  to  the 
United  States,  locating  in  Wayne  county,  where  he 
was  married.  In  his  family  were  the  following- 
children:  Julia;  Ada  L. ; Lima,  now  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Bridges,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Etta,  now  Mrs. 
Miller,  of  Binghamton;  James,  deceased  in  infancy; 
William,  a railroad  man,  who  lived  at  Great  Bend, 
N.  Y.,  but  was-  killed  in  an  accident ; and  Olive,  now 
the  wife  of  Fayette  Littelle.  Mr.  Menhennet,  who 
was  a mason  by  trade,  died  December  5,  1897.  Five 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,  name- 
ly : Leona  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years ; May,  who 
was  born  in  1879,  is  a graduate  of  the  high  school 
at  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  being  an  accomplished  young 
lady,  of  high  musical  and  literary  talent ; Grace 
died  in  infancy;  Willma  was  born  in  August,  1890; 
and  Harley  was  born  in  1892.  The  parents  are 
leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Lake  Como,  take  an  active  and  prominent  part 
in  its  work,  and  do  all  within  their  power  to  pro- 
mote the  moral  welfare  of  the  community.  Mrs. 
Williams  obtained  her  literary  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  while  her  musical  training  was  secured 
under  private  instruction ; she  became  an  accom- 
plished musician,  and  taught  both  before  and  after 
her  marriage.  For  twenty  years  she  has  served  as 
organist  in  the  Como  Church,  where  her  father  for 
a like  period  was  chorister.  Mr.  Williams’  political 
views  coincide  with  the  principles  of  the  old  Jack- 
sonian Democracy,  but  he  has  kept  out  of  politics. 
His  genial,  pleasant  manner  has  made  him  quite 
popular  in  both  business  and  social  circles,  and  as  a 
public-spirited,  enterprising  citizen  he  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  valuable  members  of  the  community. 

CHARLES  H.  SPENCER.  The  State  of 
Pennsylvania  owes  its  high  standing,  among  the 
sovereign  Commonwealths  that  make  up  the  United 
States,  to  the  high  character  and  dauntless  spirit 
of  the  settlers  who  made  their  home  within  her 
borders  during  the  early  days.  To  their  inspira- 
tion and  work  is  due  her  wonderful  progress  in 
agriculture,  manufacturing  and  the  arts.  They 
opened  the  mines  and  cleared  away  the  forests, 
transforming  the  wilderness  into  fertile  farms ; 
they  established  Churches  and  schools  in  the  savage 
wilds,  laying  the  foundation  for  the  grand  institu- 
tions of  philanthropy  and  learning  which  are  the 
glory  of  the  State  at  the  present  day.  Connecticut 
has  furnished  to  Pennsylvania  many  of  its  worthy 
pioneers,  and  among  these  the  Spencer  family  of 
Wayne  county  are  deserving  of  honorable  men- 
tion. 

Charles  H.  Spencer  was  born  November  18, 
1847,  011  tlie  farm  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  where 
he  still  resides.  His  father,  Ezra  Spencer,  now  one 
of  the  oldest  men  living  in  Wayne  county,  being 
born  November  17,  1806,  is  a son  of  Ezra  Spencer. 
Sr.,  a native  of  Savbrooke,  Conn.,  who,  with  his 


father,  Joseph  Spencer,  of  English  ancestry,  came 
to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  when  it  was  almost  an 
unbroken  wilderness,  and  after  cutting  the  logs 
erected  their  dwelling  in  the  midst  of  the  forest. 
Joseph  Spencer's  brother  Peter  had  located  here 
about  two  or  three  years  previous,  being  among  the 
very  first  settlers  of  this  region.  Ezra  Spencer, 
Sr.,  married  Miss  Mehftable  Bushnell,  a native  of 
Connecticut,  who  died  when  quite  young,  leaving 
two  children,  Ezra,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
and  Hettie,  wife  of  John  Knight.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Miss  Ellett  Clark,  and  to  them 
were  born  four  sons,  all  now  (1898)  living:  Philo, 
George,  Orson  and  William.  The  father  of  these, 
who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Ezra  Spencer,  Jr.,  was  a lad  of  ten  years  when 
Drought  by  his  parents  to  Wayne  county,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  surrounded  by  scenes  familiar  to 
frontier  life.  When  about  twenty-two  he  bought 
a farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township  for  $100,  and  upon  the  partially  im- 
proved tract  he  erected  a log  house.  Having- 
secured  a home  he  wished  some  one  to  preside  over 
it,  and  soon  afterward  wedded  Miss  Mary  B. 
Moore,  a daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Terrell) 
Moore,  and  a native  of  New  Jersey.  The  eleven 
children  born  of  this  union  are  as  follows:  James 
M.,  a resident  of  Wayne  county;  Eliza,  deceased 
wife  of  James  Partridge;  Juliet,  who  married  Will- 
iam Kerr  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; Norman,  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  who  died  at  Starrucca, 
Penn. ; Adaline,  deceased  wife  of  H.  L.  Butler,  of 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county ; Clark,  who  lives  on 
his  grandfather’s  old  homestead;  Keziah,  wife  of 
Theodore  La  Barre,  of  Starrucca,  Penn. ; Charles 
H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Kate,  wife  of  Mat- 
thew Clemo,  of  Bethany ; Olive  B.,  wife  of  James 
Watson,  of  Lake  Como,  Penn. ; and  Hettie  M.,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Frank  Clough,  of  Rushsylvania,Ohio. 
The  mother,  who  was  a good,  kind,  and  affectionate 
woman,  died  in  January,  1859;  ^ie  father  died  Oc- 
tober 23,  1899,  aged  ninety-two  years,  eleven  months, 
six  days.  He  was  one  of  the  most  esteemed  citi- 
zens of  the  community. 

Charles  H.  Spencer  of  this  review  obtained  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  near  the  home  farm, 
and  as  soon  as  old  enough  began  to  assist  in  the 
labors  of  the  fields,  soon  becoming  a skillful  and 
painstaking  agriculturist.  Prosperity  has  crowned 
his  business  efforts,  and  he  is  to-day  one  of  the 
most  substantial  citizens  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township. 
On  February  21,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emily  Giles  Doyle,  a daughter  of  David 
Doyle,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  three  children : Ezra,  Clarence  D. 
and  Emory  G.  The  greatest  loss  that  has  come  to 
Mr.  Spencer  was  in  the  death  of  his  estimable  wife, 
who  passed  to  the  world  beyond  in  November,  1894, 
leaving  many  friends  to  mourn  with  her  sorrowing 
husband.  As  an  ardent  Democrat  Mr.  Spencer  has 
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ever  taken  an  active  part  in  local  politics,  and  has 
been  honored  with  a number  of  positions  of  public 
trust,  including  those  of  township  supervisor  and 
assessor,  which  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

DAVID  T.  BRYANT.  Among  the  leading 
and  influential  agriculturists  of  Oregon  township, 
Wayne  county,  who  thoroughly  understand  their 
business,  and  pursue  their  chosen  calling  in  a 
methodical  and  workmanlike  manner,  is  the  subject 
of  this  biography.  He  is  a native  of  the  county, 
born  in  Bethany,  July  n,  1830,  and  is  a son  of 
William  Bryant,  who  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, in  July,  1795,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years  came  to  America.  Two  years  after  his  arri- 
val he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rachel, 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth 
(Hodge)  Bidwell.  Tier  paternal  grandfather,  Ja- 
cob Bidwell,  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  on  com- 
ing to  America  when  a young  man  located  in  New 
York  State.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs. 
Bryant  were  Eliza,  wife  of  Gehnan  Page,  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass. ; Lucretia,  widow  of  Francis  Stephens, 
of  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county;  Mary,  deceased 
wife  of  Aaron  Pubs ; Nancy,  deceased  wife  of  T. 
Savage,  of  Boston,  Mass. ; Axie,  widow  of  Orin 
Parks,  of  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county;  Olive, 
widow  of  William  Stephens,  of  Boston,  and  An- 
drew Jackson,  who  died  in  New  York  State. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  William  Bryant  locat- 
ed in  Bethany,  and  assisted  in  clearing  the  first 
land  in  the  present  borough  limits.  His  father  had 
an  opportunity  to  purchase  the  land  on  which 
ITonesdale  is  now  located  for  six  cents  per  acre. 
On  selling  his  property  in  Dyberry  township,  Will- 
iam Bryant  purchased  land  in  Oregon  township, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  called  to  his  final 
rest  in  the  fall  of  1856.  His  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Ann,  who  married  Nathan  S.  Young  and 

died  in  Concordia,  Kans. ; James  H.,  who  was  a sol- 
dier of  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  during  the 
siege  of  Petersburg;  Amanda,  widow  of  John  S. 
Pulis,  and  a resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; David 
T.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Eliza,  who  married 
Martin  Reed,  and  died  in  California ; Henry  G., 
a Methodist  minister,  who  married  Mattie  Avery, 
and  died  in  California;  Lucretia,  widow  of  Frank- 
lin Dunchee,  and  a resident  of  Sidney  Centre,  Del- 
aware Co.,  N.  Y. ; Joseph,  who  is  now  living  in 
Kansas ; and  Elwyn  O.,  who  died  in  California. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  David  T.  Bry- 
ant had  little  opportunitv  to  attend  school.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Ore- 
gon township  when  it  was  all  a vast  wilderness,  and 
in  the  work  of  transforming  the  wild  land  into 
highly  cultivated  fields  he  bore  an  important  part. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  he  took  charge  of  the 
lumbering  and  farming  interests  of  the  family,  and 
still  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 

At  Barnet,  Vt.,  October  23,  1853,  Mr.  Bryant 
was  married  to  Miss  Lois  Ann  Stevens,  by  Rev. 


Thomas  Goodwillie.  Tier  parents  were  John  and 
Jennett  (Miller)  Stevens,  the  former  born  in  Bar- 
net,  Vt.,  December  25,  1788,  the  latter  in  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  in  1797,  emigrating  with  her  parents 
to  Vermont  when  twelve  years  old.  Their  children 
were:  Rhoda,  deceased  wife  of  James  Gibson,  of 

Barnet;  Janette,  deceased  wife  of  Horace  Brown, 
of  Barnet;  John  C.,  a resident  of  Granville,  Iowa; 
and  Lois  Ann,  who  was  born  February  28,  1826, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bryant  have  three  children:  (1)  Warren  S.,  born 

August  24,  1834,  married  Gertrude  Ames,  and  re- 
sides in  Mayfield,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.  (2)  Dar- 
win M.,  born  February  6,  1859,  is  now  at  home 
assisting  in  the  farm  work.  During  one  winter 
he  was  employed  in  the  orange  groves  of  Florida, 
the  winter  of  1879-80  he  passed  in  Georgia,  and 
Tor  one  summer  he  was  superintendent  of  Rev.  F. 
B.  Savage’s  farm  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  (3) 
Meroe,  born  October  25,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  Dwight 
M.  Cavin,  of  Delaware  county,  New  York. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Bryant  has  voted  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  the 
serve  as  school  director,  auditor,  and  on  the  elec- 
tion board.  In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
at  Bethany,  he  holds  membership,  and  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  all  measures  which  he  believes  will  in  any 
way  advance  the  moral,  educational  or  material  wel- 
fare of  his  township  and  county. 

DAVID  FREMONT  HOPKINS,  a well 
known  agriculturist  of  Clinton  township,  Wayne 
county,  is  a man  whose  sound  common  sense  and 
vigorous  able  management  of  his  affairs  have  been 
important  factors  in  his  business  success,  and  with 
his  undoubted  integrity  of  character  have  given 
him  an  honorable  position  among  his  fellowmen. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Hopkins  was 
born  in  Dyberry  township,  December  29,  1855,  but 
was  very  young  when  his  parents  removed  to  Clin- 
ton township,  where  he  attended  school,  while  later 
he  was  a student  in  the  Wayne  County  Institute, 
then  located  at  Prompton.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  went  to  Bergen  county,  N.  J.,  where  he  found 
employment  and  remained  two  years,  returning 
home  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  take  charge  of  the 
farm.  To  his  portion  of  the  old  homestead  he  has 
added  from  time  to  time  until  he  has  300  acres  of 
fine  land,  one-half  of  which  is  under  cultivation, 
and  the  farm  is  so  well  arranged  that  every  branch 
of  the  work  is  profitable.  Special  attention  is 
given  to  dairying,  Mr.  Hopkins  finding  a ready 
market  at  Carbondale  for  his  products,  which  re- 
ceive the  highest  market  price.  For  dairy  purposes 
he  keeps  twenty  milch  cows  of  the  best  breeds,  and 
in  his  dairy  has  the  latest  mechanical  appliances  such 
as  cream  separators,  etc.  Besides  his  cattle  he  has 
a flock  of  twenty-five  sheep,  several  horses,  hogs, 
and  poultry.  Pork  raising  has  proved  a paying 
venture  in  connection  with  the  dairy,  Honesdale 
being  a good  pork  market. 

Politically  Mr.  Hopkins  is  somewhat  liberal 
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in  his  views,  and  at  local  elections  votes  for  the 
man  he  considers  best  qualified  for  the  office,  but 
on  National  issues  he  stands  with  the  Republicans. 
He  has  most  efficientlv  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  five  years,  assessor  two  years,  and  as  president 
of  the  school  board.  He  and  his  family  are  all 
earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  while 
he  is  deacon  and  trustee  of  the  Church  and  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  Over 
liis  life  record  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong. 
His  public  service  has  been  most  exemplary,  and 
his  private  life  has  been  marked  by  the  utmost 
fidelity  to  duty. 

Mr  Hopkins  was  married,  November  27,  1879, 
to  Miss  Selina  A.  Moore,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 4,  1864.  Her  parents,  George  and  Mary 
(Mills)  Moore,  were  both  natives  of  England,  but 
were  married  after  coming  to  the  United  States. 
In  their  family  were  five  children,  namely : James, 
a blacksmith  of  Aldenville,  Wayne  county ; Selina 
A. ; Ida,  wife  of  Ernest  Oliver,  of  Carbondale ; Kate, 
wife  of  Francis  Oliver,  of  Dyberry,  Wayne  county; 
and  Mamie,  wife  of  Francis  Faatz,  of  Carbondale. 

Five  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Hopkins,  namely:  Harry  M.,  born  November 
14,  1881;  Ada  Violet,  August  20,  1886;  Arthur 
A.,  May  14,  1889;  Mark  Raymond,  June  6,  1893; 
and  Marion  Letta,  August  6,  1899.  The  home  has 
been  darkened  by  the  sudden  death  of.  the  eldest 
son,  Harry  M.,  who  departed  this  life  August  20, 
1897.  He  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  of  which 
he  had  been  president,  and  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  Sunday-school,  serving  as  its  treasurer  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Being  a very  industrious  boy, 
he  was  liis  father’s  right-hand  man,  his  mother’s 
comfort,  and  everybody’s  friend,  always  ready  to 
help  at  home,  at  school,  or  in  Church  work.  His 
life,  though  short,  contained  more  good  works  and 
was  a better  example  than  many  who  have  reached 
their  three-score  years  and  ten.  He  united  with 
the  Church  by  baptism  in  1892,  but  it  would  be 
difficult  to  say  when  he  was  converted,  as  he  had 
always  been  so  good.  As  was  said  of  President 
Madison,  “If  his  soul  was  turned  inside  out  we 
doubt  if  there  would  be  a spot  found  upon  it ; and 
then  he  was  ready  to  die  if  God  called  him.” 

CHARLES  H.  HOWELL,  a prosperous 
farmer  and  popular  citizen  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, is  one  of  Wayne  county’s  native  sons,  born 
April  2,  1842. 

Elisha  Iv.  Howell,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
also  a native  of  Wayne,  and  was  a son  of  John  W. 
Howell,  who  was  born  in  New  England,  and 
whose  father  was  Job  Howell.  Here  Elisha  K. 
Howell  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  on 
reaching  man’s  estate  wedded  Miss  Rosetta  Keen, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Mathias  Keen.  They  became 
the  parents  of  five  children,  as  follows : Charles 

H.,  our  subject;  Helen,  now  the  wife  of  Isaac 


Johnson,  of  Starrucca,  Penn. ; Thomas  N.,  a resi- 
dent of  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county ; Mary, 
wife  of  George  Kent,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and 
Rosa,  wife  of  Augustus  Jennings,  of  Broome  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  The  mother  is  now  living  at  Melrose, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. ; the  father  departed  this 
life  August  21,  1888.  He  was  one  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty’s highly  respected  citizens,  and  was  an  honored 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  hav- 
ing served  for  nine  months  in  the  Union  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  as  a member  of  Company  D, 
179th  P.  V.  I.  When  his  term  of  enlistment  had 
expired  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Harris- 
burg, Pennsylvania. 

The  Keen  family  of  Wayne  county,  of  which 
our  subject’s  mother  is  a member,  is  supposed  to 
be  of  Swedish  origin.  Jacob  Keen,  Mr.  Howell’s 
great-grandfather,  was  a resident  of  Virginia,  and 
Capt.  Mathias  Keen,  it  is  believed,  was  born  there. 
The  latter  first  married  Miss  Muzzy,  who  bore  him 
two  children.  In  February,  1815,  he  moved  with 
his  family  to  Canaan  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
and  purchased  200  acres  of  wild  land,  including 
Canoe  pond,  which  he  afterward  turned  into  a mill 
site.  To  get  to  his  new  home  he  had  to  drive  over 
lumber  roads  and  part  of  the  way  through  an  un- 
broken wilderness.  Their  new  home  was  a rude 
log  cabin,  but  he  at  once  commenced  to  improve 
the  desolate  surroundings.  The  accidental  dis- 
charge of  his  gun,  while  hunting,  gave  him  a pain- 
ful wound  which  he  carried  through  life.  But 
nothing  daunted,  this  brave  man  with  true  courage 
erected  a carding  machine  and  gristmill,  thereby 
benefiting  the  country  roundabout  for  many  miles. 
In  1830  the  gristmill  was  torn  down  and  a sawmill 
erected  in  its  place.  He  was  very  active  and  did 
much  for  the  good  of  the  country.  While  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  he  raised  a company  of  mili- 
tia, called  the  “Republican  Blues,”  of  which  he 
was  made  captain.  He  was  proficient  in  military 
drill,  and  on  reaching  Wayne  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  military  affairs  and  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Snyder  captain  in  the  103rd  Regiment  of  Pennsyl- 
vania militia.  He  was  a strong  Jacksonian  Dem- 
ocrat, and  held  many  township  offices,  an  ardent 
Freemason  and  a prominent  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity.  Capt.  Keen’s  second  wife  was 
Anna  Reeves,  and  their  children  were:  Julia, 

James,  Mathias,  Elvira,  Mary,  Jacob  L.  (who  lives 
on  the  old  homestead),  Ann,  Catherine,  Rosetta 
(who  married  Elisha  Howell),  Louisa  and  Eliza- 
beth. The  Captain  died  in  1835. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  comprising  142  acres  of  valuable  land 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  and  since  starting  out 
in  life  for  himself  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits  with  marked  suc- 
cess. His  farm  is  under  excellent  cultivation,  is 
very  productive,  and  is  improved  with  a model  res- 
idence and  good  barn  and  other  outbuildngs.  Upon 
the  place  there  is  a fine  orchard  of  good  bearing 
trees,  and  in  fact  everything  about  the  premises  is 
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kept  in  first-class  order,  so  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  farms  in  the  locality.  In  connection 
with  general  farming  Mr.  Howell  is  also  interested 
in  dairying,  and  this  branch  of  his  business  has 
also  proved  quite  profitable. 

In  1865  Mr.  Howell  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  Southwick,  daughter  of  Joshua 
Southwick,  from  New  Hampshire,  who  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends;  he  was  a poet  of  no 
small  ability.  Joshua  Southwick  was  married 
three  times,  and  Sarah  is  the  youngest  of  six  chil- 
dren by  the  third  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Weaver.  Mrs.  Howell  was  born  in  Astoria,  was 
but  an  infant  when  her  mother  died,  and  was  reared 
and  educated  in  New  York  City.  Of  the  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howell,  Bertha  is  now  the 
wife  of  Fred  Walker,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  Evelyn 
graduated  from  Pleasant  Mount  Academy,  was  an 
honored  student  of  the  Stroudsburg  State  Normal, 
and  is  now  a successful  and  popular  teacher,  en- 
gaged in  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades  in  the  high 
school  at  South  Abington,  Lackawanna  county. 
Maud,  the  youngest  daughter,  lives  at  home  with 
her  parents.  Harry  is  in  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Howell  is  independent  in  politics,  always 
voting  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified 
to  fill  the  office,  regardless  of  party  lines,  and  he 
himself  has  acceptably  served  as  a member  of  the 
school  board  for  three  years.  He  is  broad  and 
progressive  in  his  views,  is  intelligent  and  well  in- 
formed on  topics  of  general  interest  as  well  as  the 
leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  and  these 
qualifications  make  him  one  of  the  most  influen- 
tial citizens  of  his  community. 

ROBERT  F.  SPANGENBERG,  one  of  the 
successful  farmers  and  enterprising  business  men 
of  Hamlinton,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Wayne 
county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Lake  township,  Au- 
gust 1,  1863.  His  parents,  Clayton  R.  and  Esther 
(Foote)  Spangenberg,  are  now  prominent  and 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Salem  township,  their 
sketch  appearing  elStewhere. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  much 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  at  Hamlinton, 
June  19,  1889,  to  Miss  Carrie  L.  Haag,  who  was 
born  at  that  place  December  21,  1866,  daughter  of 
Matthias  and  Alice  A.  (Morgan)  Haag.  Mr.  Haag 
was  a native  of  Weidersheim,  Germany,  and  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  accompanied  his  father,  broth- 
ers and  sister  on  the  emigration  to  America,  the 
mother  having  died  in  Germany.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  commenced  to  learn  the  black- 
smith’s trade  in  Honesdale,  continuing  to  follow 
same  the  greater  part  of  his  days,  running  a black- 
smith and  wheelwright  shop  of  his  own  in  Hamlin- 
ton for  several  years,  though  the  last  sixteen  years 
of  his  life  were  principally  devoted  to  the  under- 
taking business.  He  prospered  financially,  and  left 
his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances.  He  had 
only  two  children,  and  the  elder,  Clarence  M.,  died 


in  infancy.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he 
manifested  his  love  for  his  adopted  country  by  en- 
listing, February  27,  1864,  in  Company  B,  2nd  P. 
V.  FI.  A.,  under  Capt.  R.  C.  Horner,  and  remained 
in  the  service  until  honorably  discharged,  January 
29,  1866;  although  he  was  in  several  hard-fought 
battles,  he  was  fortunately  never  wounded.  He 
was  a sincere  and  earnest  Christian,  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  the  lead- 
er of  the  Church  choir  for  many  years,  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school,  and  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing several  Sunday-schools  in  Wayne  county.  He 
was  a very  kind-hearted,  charitable  gentleman, 
always  ready  to  grant  a favor,  and  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  no  man  in  his  community  was  more  highly  re- 
spected or  honored  than  Mr.  Haag.  He  died  July 
6,  1885,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  widely  and 
deeply  mourned.  His  wife,  who  was  a native  of 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  passed  away  March 
14,  1893,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  was  laid  by  his 
side  in  the  Salem  Corners  cemetery. 

Mrs.  Spangenberg’s  maternal  great-grandpar- 
ents, Samuel  and  Mary  (Mason)  Morgan,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  New  London,  Conn.  Her 
grandparents,  Aaron  and  Ruby  W.  (Rathbone) 
Morgan,  removed  from  New  London  county,  Conn., 
to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day,  and  the 
former  became  a prominent  and  extensive  farmer 
and  landowner  in  Salem  township.  He  died  Oc- 
tober 8,  1850,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  and 
his  wife  October  3,  1867,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three.  In  their  family  were  five  children,  namely: 
Ruby  J.,  a resident  of  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county ; 
Sarah  A.,  who  married  Henry  Abbey,  but  both  are 
now  deceased;  Lucia  M.,  who  lives  with  her  sister 
in  Hamlinton ; Augustus,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years ; and  Alice  A.,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Spangenberg. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Spang- 
enberg operated  his  present  farm,  and  then  went  to 
Long  Island,  where  he  followed  carpentering  with 
Henry  Purday  for  the  same  length  of  time,  his 
wife  meanwhile  keeping  a milliner  shop.  Return- 
ing to  his  farm  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  place, 
which  consists  of  seventy  acres  of  'rich  and  arable 
land,  supplied  with  a good  set  of  farm  buildings. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Spangenberg  is  in- 
dependent, preferring  not  to  be  bound  by  party 
ties.  He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  the  social  cir- 
cles of  the  community  occupy  an  enviable  position. 

MERCER  B.  McCARTY  owns  and  conducts 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Delaware  township,  Pike 
county,  where  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  represen- 
tative thrifty  agriculturists  of  his  section,  and  he 
comes  of  a family  which  has  for  several  generations 
past  borne  an  honorable  and  useful  part  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  Pike  county.  He  is  a son  of  Cornelius 
McCarty,  who  in  his  day  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent men  in  and  around  Dingman’s  Ferry,  and  a 
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grandson  of  Philip  McCarty,  whose  father,  also 
named  Philip,  was  the  original  owner  of  the  old 
McCarty  homestead’  in  Dingman  township,  where 
he  died.  The  place  is  now  occupied  by  another 
great-grandson. 

Philip  McCarty,  grandfather  of  Mercer  B.  Mc- 
Carty, was  a native  of  Pike  county,  and  passed  his 
entire  life  here,  dying  March  22,  1885,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty  years  and  three  months.  He 
was  a lifelong  farmer.  He  married  Rachel  \ an- 
Etten,  who  was  also  a native  of  Pike  county,  born 
August  4,  1803,  died  January  7,  1880,  and  six  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union,  as  follows:  Cornelius,  born 
July  12,  1825;  Margaret,  born  May  17,  1828,  de- 
ceased January  1,  1898;  Jacob,  born  April  1,  1831, 
deceased  at  the  age  of  nine  years-;  Amanda,  born 
December  19,  1833,  deceased  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six,  unmarried  ; Martha  A.,  born  March  6,  1837,  who 
died  young;  and  Ralph  B.,  born  October  2,  1841. 

Cornelius  McCarty  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  county,  and  his  name  became  a well- 
known  and  respected  one  in  this  vicinity.  For 
thirty-five  years  he  successfully  conducted  an  ex- 
tensive mercantile  business  at  Dingman's  Ferry,  and 
he  also  engaged  in  lumbering  on  a large  scale,  ac- 
quiring a very  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods  dur- 
ing his  long  commercial  career.  He  was  as  active 
ir.  public  life  as  in  business  circles,  held  many  local 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  filling  the  of- 
fice of  school  director  up  to  the  time  of  liis  decease, 
and  was  looked  up  to  by  all  who  knew  him  as  a man 
of  keen  judgment,  a good  manager,  and  one  per- 
fectly honorable  and  trustworthy  in  all  his  trans- 
actions. 

Cornelius  McCarty  was  first  married  to  Miss 
Jane  Stoll,  a native  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Stoll,  who  passed  his  entire  life 
in  New  Jersey.  She  died  March  31,  1862,  the  moth- 
er of  three  children  : Savilla,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years  ; Beraldi.  who  carries  on  the  old  McCartv 
homestead  in  Dingman  township;  and  Mercer  B., 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  McCarty  wedded  Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Daniels) 
Stoll ; no  children  were  born  to  this  union.  Mrs. 
McCarty  had  one  child  bv  her  first  husband,  George 
Stoll.  Mr.  McCarty  passed  away  January  9,  1885, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  deeply  mourned  by  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  neighbors  throughout  this 
region,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Milford  cemetery. 

Mercer  B.  McCartv  was  born  October  25,  1859, 
at  Dingman's  Ferry,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  grew  to  man- 
hood here,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  has  engaged  in  farming  since  commenc- 
ing life  on  his  own  account.  His  mother  dying 
when  he  was  scarcely  three  years  old,  his  great- 
aunt,  Miss  Catherine  Van  Etten,  assumed  the  care 
of  him,  and  they  still  reside  together ; she  is  now 
eighty-four  years  of  age.  Mr.  McCarty  has  never 
enlisted  in  the  army  of  Benedicts.  He  devotes  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  care  of 
his  farm  and  the  management  of  his  business  in- 
terests, and  he  has  a reputation  among  all  who  have 
62 


had  dealings  with  him  as  a man'  of  unusually  good 
judgment,  upright  and  honest  in  all  liis  methods. 
His  farm  work  is  done  in  a systematic,  modern 
way,  everything  about  the  property  indicating  the 
personal  pride  which  the  owner  takes  in  its  appear- 
ance, and  the  fertility  of  the  land  speaks  volumes  for 
the  thorough  knowledge  he  has  on  all  matters  per- 
taining to  farming.  Air.  McCarty  takes  the  interest 
which  every  public-spirited  citizen  should  feel  in  the 
affairs  of  his  town  and  county,  and  he  has  held  the 
office  of  supervisor  in  Delaware  township.  His  po- 
litical sympathies  are  with  the  Democratic  party. 

FEWIS  ROBERTS,  a well  known  and  suc- 
cessful dairyman  and  farmer  of  Manchester  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Ulster  county, 
N Y.,  in  February,  1837.  His  father,  Richard 
Roberts,  was  a native  of  Dutchess  county,  that 
State,  and  a son  of  John  and  Catharine  Roberts, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Wales,  and 
after  living  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  for  some 
years,  removed  to  Michigan,  where  their  last  days 
were  passed.  They  reared  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren: Shadrack,  Robert,  John,  Margaret,  Annie, 

Eva,  David,  Catharine  and  Richard.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  eldest,  who  remained  in  Wales,  all 
died  in  this  country. 

In  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  Richard  Roberts 
married  Annie  Woolheater,  a native  of  that  coun- 
ty, and  they  made  their  home  in  Ulster  county,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  followed  farming  until  1851.  He  then 
purchased  a farm  in  Sullivan  county,  that  State, 
and  on  selling  that  place,  in  1880,  came  to  Man- 
chester township,  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1892.  His  wife  passed  awav 
in  1885.  In  their  family  were  five  children,  all 
born  in  Ulster  county,  N.  Y. : (x)  Dinghee  A., 

born  in  1835,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Ulster  and  Sullivan  counties,  and  now  owns  and 
operates  a farm  in  Manchester  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  He  is  unmarried.  (2)  Lewis  is  second 
in  the  family.  (3)  Phoebe,  born  in  1840,  married 
John  Wood,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  who  died 
during  his  service  in  the  Union  army  in  the  Civil 
war,  leaving"  a wife  and  two  sons,  Richard  B.  and 
David  H.,  both  residents  of  New  York  State.  (4) 
Catharine,  born  in  1843,  was  educated  in  Sullivan 
county,  and  now  keeps  house  for  her  brother 
Dinghee  A.  (5)  John  W.  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years. 

Lewis  Roberts  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools 
of  Ulster  and  Sullivan  counties,  N.  Y.,  for  his  edu- 
cational privileges.  Always  a patriotic  and  loyal 
citizen,  having  the  interests  of  his  country  at  heart, 
he  enlisted,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  in  Company  H,  56th 
N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  was  sworn  into  the  United  States 
service  at  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  where  the  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  com- 
mand of  Gen.  McClellan.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks  and  the  seven-days’ 
fight,  after  which  the  regiment  returned  to  York- 
town, and  remained  there  until  December,  1862 
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when  it  was  sent  to  Newbern,  N.  C.  It  was  next 
at  Hilton  Head,  under  Gen.  Gilmore,  and  after  tak- 
ing part  in  the  engagements  at  John’s  Island  went 
to  Folly  Island,  where  they  were  on  picket  duty  un- 
til the  spring  of  1863.  They  were  next  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Honey  Hill  and  the  engagement  on  the 
Charleston  railroad,  and  after  the  surrender  of  Lee 
remained  in  Charleston  for  a time,  thence  proceed- 
ing to  Summerville,  and  later  to  Columbia  and 
Orangeburg,  S.  C.  They  were  next  at  Windsboro, 
remaining  there  until  the  fall  of  1865,  when  they 
returned  to  New  York  and  were  honorably  dis- 
charged. Our  subject  became  corporal  and  later 
second  sergeant. 

Mr.  Roberts  returned  to  Sullivan  county,  where 
he  was  married,  in  June,  1870,  to  Miss  Olive  Smith, 
of  that  county,  and  a daughter  of  Harry  and  Lou- 
isa Smith,  natives  of  Connecticut.  Her  father  has 
been  dead  some  years,  but  her  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  finds  a pleasant  home  with  our  subject. 
Having  no  children  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roberts  have  given  homes  to  three  of  her  sister’s 
children  who  were  left  motherless,  and  are  now  ten- 
derly cared  for  by  them. 

In  1870  Mr.  Roberts  came  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  and  purchased  the  George  Price  farm  of 
150  acres  in  Manchester  township,  on  which  he  has 
erected  good  and  substantial  buildings  and  made 
many  other  excellent  improvements,  so  that  it  is 
now  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  in  the  locality. 
Here  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  dairy  business, 
keeping  on  hand  for  this  ourpose  twenty-five  cows 
at  the  present  time.  He  is  a prominent  member  of 
Scudder  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  politics  is  an 
ardent  Republican.  He  is  now  filling  the  office  of 
overseer  of  the  poor  in  a most  creditable  manner. 
He  and  his  wife  are  sincere  and  earnest  Christian 
people,  and  are  leading  members  off  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Braman,  taking  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  its  work,  while  their  lives  have 
ever  been  in  harmony  with  its  teachings. 

LANCELOT  W.  ARMSTRONG.  The 
charming  little  city  of  Milford  contains  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  homes  in  Pike  county,  and  that  of 
our  subject,  a prominent  business  man  of  New 
York  City,  is  a model  of  elegance  and  comfort. 
One  could  scarcely  imagine  a more  pleasant  spot 
in  which  to  recuperate  from  the  strain  of  business 
life,  and  Mr.  Armstrong  makes  it  a rule  to  spend 
there  the  interval  from  Friday  night  to  Monday 
morning.  As  a native  of  Milford  and  a member 
of  one  of  its  oldest  families  he  holds  a high  place 
as  a citizen,  and  his  fine  abilities  and  unassuming 
yet  genial  manners  have  won  for  him  a host  of 
friends. 

Mr.  Armstrong  is  a descendant  of  the  Arm- 
strong clan  of  Scotland  which  furnished  many 
noted  warriors  in  the  struggles  between  that  coun- 
try and  England,  and  according  to  good  authority 
he  is  of  the  same  stock  as  the  Armstrongs  who  were 
established  at  Liddesdale,  in  the  "Debatable  coun- 


try,” as  early  as  1376.  In  1377  Robert  Arm- 
strong and  his  wife,  Margaret  Temple,  were  the 
oXvners  of  the  town  of  Whithaugh,  in  Thorpe,  Eng- 
land, and  lands  adjoining,  and  this  estate  remained 
in  the  possession  of  the  family  until  1730.  A 
branch  of  the  Clan  Armstrong  settled  in  the  North 
of  Ireland  at  an  early  day,  and  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, Lancelot  Armstrong,  was  born  in  Gortin, 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland.  But  little  is  known  of  him 
beyond  the  fact  that  he  left  seven  children : John, 
Andrew,  James,  Thomas,  William,  Mary  (who 
married  Edward  Warwick),  and  Sarah.  Andrew 
came  to  America  about  1825  and  settled  at  Milford, 
where  he  constructed  some  of  the  first  buildings. 
William  Armstrong,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
married  at  Gortin,  Ireland,  in  1833,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Graham,  and  they  started  on  the  same  day  for 
America.  For  manv  years  he  was  engaged  in  con- 
tracting in  masonry  at  Milford,  retiring  in  1876, 
and  he  died  there  May  21,  1886.  He  had  the  repu- 
tation of  being  one  of  the  most  skillful  workmen,  in 
his  line,  to  be  found  in  this  section,  while  as  a cit- 
izen he  was  much  esteemed  for  his  excellent  qual- 
ities of  character.  His  widow  passed  from  earth 
April  30,  1888.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Catherine  (who  died  in  infancy),  Lancelot  W., 
Eliza,  Catherine,  Thomas,  Sarah,  William,  Mary, 
Wilhelmina,  and  Annie. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  24,  1835,  at  Mil- 
ford, and  when  eighteen  months  old  he  was  adopt- 
ed by  an  uncle,  Edward  Warwick,  of  whom  further 
mention  is  made  below.  His  education  was  begun 
in  the  schools  of  Milford,  but  in  1847  he  accom- 
panied his  uncle  to  New  York  City,  where  he  at- 
tended school  for  about  three  years.  In  1850  he 
found  employment  in  a straw-hat  factory,  but  he 
only  remained  a few  months,  as  the  work  was  not 
congenial.  For  six  months  he  Avas  in  the  office  of 
Austin  & Bradford,  attorneys  in  New  York,  where 
he  made  himself  useful  at  copying  and  other  work, 
and  on  September  11,  1851,  he  began  an  appren- 
ticeship to  the  mason’s  trade  with  Theodore  Hunt, 
a prominent  contractor  of  the  same  city.  He  soon 
showed  marked  aptitude  for  his  chosen  line  of 
work,  and  his  executive  ability  brought  him  pro- 
motion to  the  position  of  foreman.  In  1858  he  was 
taken  into  partership  with  Mr.  Hunt,  the  arrange- 
ment continuing  until  i860,  after  which  for  five 
years  he  was  in  business  alone.  In  1865  he 
formed  a partnership  with  Owen  Moran,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Moran  & Armstrong,  and  since 
Mr.  Moran’s  death,  in  1891,  he  has  conducted  the 
business  alone.  He  has  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
trade  among  the  best  people  of  the  metropolis,  and 
has  erected  many  of  the  costliest  buildings  in  the 
city,  prominent  among  which  we  may  mention  the 
New  York  Produce  Exchange,  built  in  1882-83; 
the  Insane  Asylum  buildings  on  Wards  Island, 
1869-1873;  St.  Bartholomew’s  church  and  rectory; 
the  Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Asylum;  New  York 
Life  Insurance  building ; the  Art  Musenm  at  Central 
Park ; St.  Agnes  Catholic  church,  and  West  W ash- 
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ington  Market.  Politically  Mr.  Armstrong  is  a 
Democrat,  and  socially  he  is  identified  with  Archi- 
tect Blue  Lodge  No.  519,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  New  York 
City. 

On  September  17,  1863,  Mr.  Armstrong  was 
married  in  New  York  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Souza, 
and  the  following  children  have  blessed  the  union : 
Sarah  E.,  who  died  in  infancy  and  was  buried  in 
Greenwood  cemetery,  New  York  City;  Mary  E., 
wife  of  Frederick  B.  Wilson,  of  New  York,  who 
is  in  the  employ  of  our  subject;  Edward  L.,  a ma- 
son in  New  York,  who  is  unmarried;  Joseph  T., 
who  married  Ellen  A.  Mahony,  and  settled  in  New 
York,  where  he  was  accidentally  killed  August  26, 
1895,  by  falling  from  a window;  Carrie  (1),  de- 
ceased; Miss  Carrie  (2),  who  resides  with  her  par- 
ents ; William,  who  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Con- 
solidated Gas  Co.  at  New  York,  but  is  now  a sol- 
dier in  Grimes  Battery,  stationed  at  Huntsville, 
Ala.;  Lancelot  W.,  a clerk  in  New  York;  Miss 
Mabel,  who  resides  in  New  York;  George  W.,  a 
resident  of  New  York,  who  is  employed  in  the 
Naval  office;  Frank,  who  died  in  childhood;  and 
Mattie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months.  Mrs. 
Armstrong  is  a native  of  New  York  City,  and  a 
daughter  of  Nicholas  Souza,  who  was  born  in  Por- 
tugal and  came  to  New  York  in  early  manhood. 
There  he  met  and  married  Miss  Sarah  Armstrong, 
a native  of  Ireland,  who  died  in  1855,  aged  forty- 
five  years ; his  death  occurred  in  1870,  when  he  was 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  and  the  remains  of  both 
were  interred  in  a cemetery  at  New  York.  They 
had  four  children:  John  (deceased),  who  married 

Ellen  Crittengton;  Joseph,  a government  appraiser 
at  New  York,  who  married  Martha  Hamilton; 
Mary  A.  (Mrs.  Armstrong)  ; and  Nicholas,  an  em- 
ploye of  the  Asbury  Park  Co.,  New  Jersey. 

Edward  Warwick,  our  subject  s uncle,  was 
born  August  15,  1803,  at  Gortin,  Ireland,  and  died 
in  April,  1891  (in  New  York  City),  at  the  home 
of  our  subject.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer, 
but  for  some  years  previous  to  his  death  he  lived 
in  retirement.  He  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Miss 
Mary  Armstrong,  who  died  at  Milford  in  1885,  aged 
eighty  years,  and  their  remains  now  repose  in  the 
cemetery  at  Milford.  They  came  to  Pike  county  in 
1832,  and  resided  at  Milford  until  1847,  when  they 
removed  to  New  York.  As  they  had  no  children 
of  their  own,  they  centered  their  affection  upon  our 
subject,  who  in  his  turn  watched  over  them  in  their 
declining  years  with  true  filial  devotion. 

THOMAS  VALENTINE  TAFT,  of  Hawley, 
Wayne  county,  is  the  possessor  of  a handsome  prop- 
erty which  now  enables  him  to  spend  his  years  in 
the  pleasurable  enjoyment  of  his  accumulations. 
The  record  of  his  life  previous  to  1889  is  that  of  an 
active,  enterprising,  methodical  and  sagacious  busi- 
ness man,  who  bent  his  energies  to  the  honorable 
acquirement  of  a comfortable  competence  for  him- 
self and  family. 

Mr.  Taft  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Febru- 


ary 2,  1819,  a son  of  Royal  and  Sarah  (Valentine) 
Taft.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Daniel  and  Rhoda 
(Ellis)  Taft,  were  residents  of  Woodstock,  Mass., 
while  the  maternal  grandparents,  James  and  Sarah 
(Werner)  Valentine,  who  were  of  Holland  origin, 
made  their  home  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  when  a young  man  went  to  Westchester  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  he  was  married.  In  1812  he  re- 
moved to  New  York  City,  making  his  home  there 
for  seven  years,  and  then  started  for  the  lake  re- 
gions, but  for  some  reason  finally  located  at  Wil- 
sonville.  Pike  Co..  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in 
merchandising,  hauling  his  goods  from  Newburg, 
N.  Y.  Later  he  located  on  a farm  one  mile  from 
that  village,  and  there  conducted  a store  and  also 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  When  the  mail 
route  was  established  he  was  appointed  postmaster, 
and  continued  to  serve  as  such  until  his  death, 
when  our  subject  was  appointed,  serving  from  1841 
to  1867.  In  his.  honor  the  village  of  Tafton  was 
named.  He  died  in  1841,  aged  fifty-one  years,  his 
wife  in  1853,  aged  fifty-six,  and  both  were  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Tafton.  She  was  first  an 
Episcopalian  in  religious  belief,  but  later  joined 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Politically  the 
father  was  an  ardent  Whig.  In  their  family  were 
eight  children,  namely:  (1)  James  died  in  in- 
fancy. (2)  Thomas  V.  is  our  subject.  (3) 
Adeline,  who  was  born  November  19,  1820,  (4) 
Amanda,  who  was  born  January  6,  1822,  and  (5) 
Elizabeth  A.,  who  was  born  October  18,  1823,  all 
died  unmarried.  (6)  Charles  V.,  born  June  6, 
1825,  died  in  Hawley,  Penn.,  in  March,  1874,  leav- 
ing a widow,  one  son  and  three  daughters.  He 
married  Eunice  K.  Atkinson,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Atkinson,  an  early  settler  and  lumberman  of  Wayne 
county,  who  was  connected  until  his  death  with 
mercantile  business  in  Flawley.  (7)  Theodore 
W.,  born  March  6,  1828,  is  now  living  retired  in 
lersev  City.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Shouse,  and 
after'  her  decease  Miss  Emma  Spry,  and  is  the 
father  of  seven  children,  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters now  living.  (8)  Eliza  A.,  born  May  4,  1833, 
died  unmarried. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  only  nine  months 
old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  he  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home  farm,  aid- 
ing his 'father  in  the  store  and  hotel  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  when  he  was  admitted  to  a part- 
nership in  the  business.  Several  months  later  the 
father  died,  and  as  administrator  our  subject  con- 
tinued to  conduct  the  store  and  other  branches  of 
his  father's  late  business,  the  younger  brothers  be- 
ing sent  to  the  Wyoming  Seminary,  at  Kingston, 
Penn.,  where  better  educational  opportunities  were 
afforded.  In  1866  Thomas  V.  Taft  removed  his 
family  to  the  then  new  village  of  Hawley,  in  order 
to  secure  better  educational  facilities  for  his  chil- 
dren, leaving  the  store  in  charge  of  his  brother,  and 
his  farm  and  stock  in  charge  of  a farmer  who 
shared  in  the  increased  avails.  In  1867,  with 
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Abram  Shinier  as  partner,  Mr.  Taft  engaged  in  the 
milling  business,  handling  grain,  flour  and  feed, 
Mr.  Shinier  subsequently  selling  his  interest  in  the 
mill  and  business  to  Wesley  N.  Pierson,  our  sub- 
ject's son-in-law.  The  firm  of  Taft  & Pierson  dis- 
solved July  i,  1879,  Mr.  Taft  withdrawing  and  sell- 
ing his  interest  to  Mr.  Pierson.  Some  years  after 
the  death  of  their  mother  the  Taft  brothers  aban- 
doned business  at  Tafton  and  sold  the  Tafton 
homestead — originally  comprising  444  acres — in 
parcels,  reserving-  the  burial  plat. 

In  Tafton,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Taft  was  mar- 
ried, April  20,  1845,  to  Miss  Dian  Labar,  who  was 
born  in  Paupack  township,  Wayne  county,  Septem- 
ber 18,  1823,  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  by 
Rev.  Elbert  Young,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minis- 
ter. Three  children  have  blessed  this  union  : ( x ) 

Mary  Adelaide  is  the  wife  of  Wesley  N.  Pierson, 
a miller  of  Hawley.  (2)  Pernina  J.  is  the  wife  of 
Friend  Tuttle,  a merchant  and  farmer  of  Hawley, 
by  whom  she  has  had  five  children,  three  still  liv- 
ing, Marcus  T.,  Thomas  T.,  and  Friend  L.  (3) 
Sarah  Ella  is  with  her  parents. 

The  Republican  party  always  finds  in  Mr.  Taft 
a stanch  supporter,  and  his  aid  is  never  withheld 
from  any  enterprise  which  he  believes  calculated 
to  advance  the  moral  or  material  welfare  of  the 
community.  He  owns  one  of  the  handsomest  res- 
idences hi  the  borough,  and  there  the  many  friends 
of  the  family  delight  to  congregate,  always  feeling 
sure  of  a hearty  welcome. 

WILLIAM  H.  DETRICK,  a well  known  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Price  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
is  a native  of  the  county,  having  been  born  in  Poco- 
110  township,  in  January,  1840. 

George  Detrick,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Germany,  in  1815,  there  grew  to  manhood,  and 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  regular  army  for  a time. 
Coming  to  the  United  States,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Tannersville,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a tanner  for  ten  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  married  Miss  Barbara  Prong. 
ITe  then  located  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  he  purchased  a farm  and  spent  his 
remaining  days,  dying  there  in  1888.  His  wife  had 
passed  away  in  1871,  leaving  him  with  two  children, 
John  having  died  prior  to  his  mother,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  Hannah,  the  only  daughter,  xvas 
born  in  Pocono  township,  in  1844,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Evans,  justice  of  the  peace  of  East 
Stroudsburg.  Out  of  the  seven  children  born  to 
them,  only  one  daughter  is  now  living,  Effie,  wife  of 
Abram  Smith,  of  East  Stroudsburg;  Edward  and 
George  both  reached  manhood,  but  the  former  was 
accidentally  killed  on  the  Lackawanna  & Western 
railroad,  and  the  latter  died  when  a young  man. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  in  Monroe  county,  and  his  education  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools  of  Paradise  township. 
Hardly  had  the  echoes  from  Fort  Sumter’s  guns 


died  away  when  he  enlisted  for  three  months  in 
Company  I,  1st  N.  J.  V.  L,  at  Oxford  Furnace, 
N.  J.  On  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  returned, 
home,  and  in  December,  1861,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Hannah  Bush,  a daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Sarah  Bush,  representatives  of  one  of  the 
prominent  pioneer  families  of  Paradise  township, 
Monroe  county.  Leaving  his  young  bride  with  her 
parents,  Mr.  Detrick  re-enlisted  in  Company  C,  nth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Col.  Samuel  P.  Speer, 
and  was  sworn  into  the  United  States  service  at 
Easton,  where  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  under  Gen.  Sheridan.  His 
first  engagement  was  at  Blackwater,  Va.,  in  1863, 
and  was  followed  by  the  battles  of  Hatcher’s  Run, 
Bull  Run,  Gaines’  Mills,  Charles  City  Cross  Roads, 
Johnson's  Farm,  and  Seven  Pines.  The  regiment 
then  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Camp  Geddy, 
Va.,  and  on  breaking  camp  March  28,  1864,  marched 
to  City  Point  along  the  Weldon  railroad,  and  par- 
ticipated in  many  skirmishes  on  the  way,  including 
Bermuda  Hundred,  Ream  Station  and  Knobaway 
Junction.  During  this  time  Mr.  Detrick  had  three 
horses  shot  from  under  him,  and  was  wounded  in 
the  head  at  Corn  Cross  Station  on  the  Weldon 
railroad.  He  also  took  part  in  the  Wilson  raid  in 
Virginia,  and  the  skirmish  at  Stony  Creek.  He 
was  seriously  injured,  having  three  ribs  broken, 
at  Ream  Station  by  a fall  of  his  horse  when  it  was 
shot,  and  for  three  days  he  and  Major  Ackley  lay 
in  ambush  at  that  place.  They  then  rode  on  an 
old  mule  to  camp  at  Jones  Iyneck,  where  they  joined 
their  regiment.  Being  taken  ill  with  fever  and 
ague,  our  subject  was  off  duty  for  six  weeks,  but  in 
the  spring  of  1865,  he  rejoined  his  command,  which 
was  then  pursuing  Lee’s  army,  overtaking  it  at 
Five  Forks,  where  Col.  Speer  was  wounded.  The 
nth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  in  a skirmish  every 
day  until  Lee’s  surrender  at  Appomattox  Corn-t 
House,  and  then  helped  to  bury  the  dead  and  take 
care  of  the  wounded.  They  then  marched  south  of 
Lynchburg,  where  they  were  on  guard  against 
Johnson’s  army,  which  finally  surrendered  April  17, 
1865.  After  that  they  marched  down  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  to  Staunton  and  from  there  to  Char- 
lottesville, where  the  army  was  disorganized. 
Company  C of  the  nth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  then 
proceeded  to  Palmyra  Court  House  to  parole  pris- 
oners, then  went  to  Columbia  and  on  to  Richmond, 
where  they  turned  over  their  horses  and  equip- 
ments to  the  government  and  were  transported  to 
Camp  Cadwallader,  Philadelphia,  where  they  were 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service. 

Returning  home  to  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Detrick  and  his  wife  took  up  housekeeping  in 
Price  township,  and  there  remained  until  1874, 
when  they  moved  to  Paradise,  where  he  built  a 
house  of  his  own.  In  1877  they  again  moved,  this 
time  to  Marsh  Mills,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
worked  two  years ; thence  to  Promised  Land,  where 
he  also  worked  two  years  for  the  Wilson  Mill 
Lumber  Co. ; thence  to  Dunning,  Lackawanna  coun- 
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tv,  and  there  contracted  for  Mathew  Rhode.  Here 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  burned  out,  losing 
everything  he  possessed,  amounting  in  all  to  some 
•$1,800,  with  no  insurance.  Mr.  Detrick  then,  in 
1887,  returned  to  Price  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  became  general  agent  for  A.  W.  Cutler,  of 
Morristown,  N.  J.,  who  is  the  owner  of  7,000  acres 
of  land  in  Monroe  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Detrick  became  the  parents  of 
■eig'ht  children,  all  born  in  Monroe  county:  (1) 
Emma,  born  in  December,  1862,  is  the  wife  of 
Hayden  Row,  of  Paradise  township,  and  has  had 
ten  children : Harry,  Mabel,  William  H.,  Steward, 
Malen,  Walter,  Paul,  Florence,  Maria  and  one 
deceased.  (2)  Alice,  born  in  1864,  married  Will- 
iam E.  Vanluveder,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn., 
and  they  now  reside  in  Dover,  N.  J.  They  have 
six  children,  Edward,  John,  Charley,  Aggie,  Berthey 
and  Hannah.  (3)  Charles,  born  in  1867,  is  unmar- 
ried. (4)  Howard,  born  in  1869,  married  Emma 
Vanluveder,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  and 
thev  live  in  Dover,  N.  J.  Their  children  are,  La- 
mon  and  Percy.  (5)  Sarah,  born  in  Price  town- 
ship. in  1871,  is  the  wife  of  William  L.  Lesoine,  of 
Price  township,  and  thev  have  four  children,  How- 
ard. Aredis,  Otto  and  Anna  B.  (6)  Minnie,  born 
in  Price  township,  in  1873,  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
H.  Pearson,  of  Dover,  N.  J.,  and  they  have  two 
children.  (7)  Annie,  born  in  Paradise  township, 
in  1876.  married  P.  B.  Miller,  of  Middle  Smitlffield 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  died  in  April,  1897, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Ella  May.  (8)  Jennie,  born 
in  1878,  is  the  wife  of  Richard  Truscott,  of  Dover, 
X.  J.,  and  has  one  daughter,  Adda. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Detrick  has 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has 
Teen  called  upon  to  fill  a number  of  official  positions 
of  honor  and  trust,  being  assessor  of  Price  town- 
ship four  terms,  and  of  Paradise  township  one  term, 
supervisor  two  terms,  school  director  and  secretary 
of  the  board  eight  years,  collector  two  terms  and 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Price  township  at  the  present 
time.  His  duties  have  always  been  most  faithfully 
and  satisfactorilv  performed,  and  in  days  of  peace 
as  in  time  of  war  has  always  been  found  ready  to 
aid  every  enterprise  for  the  good  of  the  country. 
He  holds  membership  in  Wadsworth  Post  No.  150, 
G.  A.  R. ; his  wife  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

GRANT  EDINGER,  J.  P.,  proprietor  of 
■“Bridge  View  House,”  at  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
has  shown  admirable  judgment  in  the  selection  of 
a site  for  his  hostelry.  From  its  wide  verandas  can 
be  seen  the  most  charming  views  to  be  found  on  the 
Delaware  river,  while  its  convenient  location  is 
within  five  minutes  walk  from  the  railroad  station, 
and  surrounded  by  all  the  attractions  afforded  by 
the  busy  life  of  the  town.  Ample  shade  is  found 
under  the  large  trees  on  the  lawn  surrounding  the 
bouse  and  in  the  beautiful  groves  near  by,  while 
walks  or  drives  tempt  the  visitor  to  visit  more  dis- 


tant scenes  on  the  mountain,  or  along  the  winding 
river,  carriages  being  always  in  readiness.  The 
fishing  011  the  river  is  unsurpassed,  and  boating  is  a 
favorite  amusement  throughout  the  season.  Within 
the  house  the  large  airy,  well-appointed  rooms  af- 
ford every  comfort,  while  the  table  is  supplied  with 
all  the  luxuries  of  the  local  and  city  markets,  no 
effort  being  spared  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  guests. 

The  genial  proprietor  is  a descendant  of  one 
of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  Monroe  county, 
his  grandfather,  David  Edinger,  having  settled  in 
Cherry  Valley  at  an  early  day,  engaging  in  agri- 
culture, working  also  at  the  mason’s  trade.  This 
worthy  .citizen  married  Eve  Kemmerer,  of  Hamilton 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  had  the  fallowing 
children:  Jacob,  John,  Henry,  Joseph,  Peter,  Julia 
(first  wife  of  Henry  Biesecker,  of  Stroud  township, 
Monroe  county),  Catherine  (.second  wife  of  Henry 
Biesecker),  Mary  (wife  of  William  Felker),  and 
Regnia,  wife  of  John  Staples. 

Joseph  Edinger,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  1825,  in  Kemmerer  Town,  Hamilton  township, 
and  in  1847  married  Catherine  Mosteller,  locating 
afterward  in  Cherry  Valley.  For  many  years  he 
was  employed  as  a mason  by  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  Railroad  Co.,  in  building  bridges, 
depots  and  other  structures,  and  in  1861  he  pur- 
chased a homestead  in  Poplar  Valley,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  work  at  his  trade.  He  was  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  skillful  workmen  in  his  line  in  the  coun- 
ty, and  many  of  the  finest  houses  in  Delaware 
Water  Gap  and  neighboring  towns  were  built  by 
him.  In  1870  he  bought  real  estate  at  Water  Gap, 
where  he  built  a handsome  and  commodious  resi- 
dence, in  which  he  and  his  wife  now  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  their  past  labors.  They  had  eight  children,  as 
follows : ( 1 ) Mary  E.,  born  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship April  8,  1848,  married  Samuel  Brewer,  a con- 
tractor and  builder  at  South  Bethlehem,  Northamp- 
ton Co.,  Penn.,  and  has  had  two  sons,  Howard  and 
Millard,  both  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  (2)  Will- 
iam, born  in  Hamilton  township,  in  1850,  is  a ma- 
son in  East  Stroudsburg.  He  married  Miss  Annie 
Boorem,  of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
has  had  four  children,  Grace,  Hilda,  Stanley  and 
Vergie.  (3)  Charles  E.,  born  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship July  31,  1852,  was  killed  in  October,  1896, 
on  the  railroad  at  East  Stroudsburg.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Alvina  Williams,  was  born 
at  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  died  there  in  1895. 
They  had  five  children,  Floyd,  who  married  Miss 
Lotta  LaBar,  of  Water  Gap,  and  now  resides  in 
Northampton  county;  Clarence,  who  resides  with 
his  grandfather  Edinger ; Anzie,  Katie,  and  Lena. 
(4)  Joseph,  Jr.,  born  in  Hamilton  township  October 
30,  1854,  is  a contractor  and  builder  of  masonry 
work,  residing  in  East  Stroudsburg.  He  married 
Miss  Louise  Meyers,  of  Shawnee,  and  has  three 
children,  Irwin,  Mabel,  and  William.  (5)  Frank, 
born  in  Hamilton  township  November  1,  1858,  re- 
sides at  the  Water  Gap,  and  is  a contractor  at  ma- 
sonry. He  married  Miss  Rachel  Keller,  of  Storm- 
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ville,  and  has  had  four  children,  Maggie,  who  died 
in  childhood ; and  Harry,  Laura  and  Mary,  who  are 
at  home.  (6)  Abram,  born  in  1856.  (7)  Grant,  our 
subject.  (8)  One  that  died  in  infancy,  unnamed. 

The  Hosteller  family  has  long  been  prominent 
in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  and  our  sub- 
ject’s maternal  grandparents,  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Fredericks)  Hosteller,  were  much  esteemed  resi- 
dents of  that  locality.  They  reared  a large  family 
of  children  as  follows:  Catherine,  our  subject’s 
mother;  Wesley;  Harrison;  Frank;  Marietta,  wife 
of  Charles  Hallet,  of  Stroud  township ; Amanda, 
wife  of  Joseph  Schoonover,  of  Moosic,  Penn.;  Em- 
ma, who  married  Rennis  Stone,  of  Marshalls.  Creek, 
Monroe  county ; Alice,  who  married  Azariah  Hunt, 
of  Stroud  township,  and  after  his  death  wedded 
Alonzo  Hunt,  of  the  same  township,  a brother  of 
her  first  husband. 

Squire  Grant  Edinger  was  born  March  25, 
1865,  m Cherry  Valley,  and  received  his  education 
chiefly  in  the  schools  of  Delaware  Water  Gap.  At 
the  age  of  eleven  he  entered  the  employ  of  L.  W. 
Brodhead,  proprietor  of  the  “Water  Gap  Hotel,” 
with  whom  he  remained  sixteen  seasons,  holding 
many  positions  of  responsibility  in  the  hotel.  During 
the  winter  seasons  he  assisted  his  father  in  his  rail- 
road contracts.  In  1890  he  purchased  his  present 
property  at  the  Water  Gap,  and  built  his  hotel,  in 
connection  with  which  he  conducts  a restaurant  at 
at  the  boat  landing,  where  he  supplies  the  public 
with  the  best  of  everything  in  the  way  of  refresh- 
ments. He  is  especially  gifted  as  a musician,  and 
for  a number  of  years  he  has  been  the  leader  of 
the  O.  A.  N.  M.  Orchestra  of  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  which  he  organized  in  1890.  Among  the  prom- 
inent members  of  this  orchestra  were:  John  L.  Mc- 
Carty, violin;  Carlton  McCarty,  piano;  Frank 
Brodhead,  guitar  ; W esley  Staples,  violin  ; Dr.  Voor- 
hies.  banjo;  Robert  Ivistler,  guitar;  C.  C.  Smith, 
guitar ; Horatio  Kennedy,  reporter.  Politically  our 
subject  is  a Republican,  and  he  takes  a keen  interest 
in  the  active  work  of  his  party.  For  three  years 
he  served  as  tax  collector  of  his  borough.  Quite  re- 
cently he  was  nominated  on  the  Republican  ticket 
for  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  also  endorsed 
by  the  Democratic  ticket  for  the  same  office,  and  so 
was  elected.  On  March  4,  1891,  Squire  Edinger 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Newheart,  of  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Louisa  Newheart, 
highly  respected  residents  of  Monroe  county.  So- 
cially the  Squire  and  his  wife  are  popular,  and  they 
are  leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Water  Gap,  to  which  our  subject’s  parents  also  be- 
long. 

The  Edinger  ancestors  came  from  Holland  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  with  England ; 
there  were  two  brothers.  After  the  war  one  of  them 
settled  in  Bucks  county,  the  other  in  Monroe  county. 
The  Edinger  family  being  of  Dutch  descent  they  are 
naturally  of  a quick  temper,  but  otherwise  good  citi- 
zens, so  much  so  that  in  a very  few  cases  have  they 
ever  had  a law  suit  that  the  Squire  could  not  set- 


tle. They  were  naturally  talented,  with  voices  for 
singing,  and  quick  to  learn  music.  They  were  also 
good  walkers.  Working  at  their  trade  as  masons  in 
the  country,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  go  a great 
distance  at  times,  and  this  they  did  mostly  before 
daylight,  going  as  far  as  fifteen  miles,  and  eating 
breakfast  by  candlelight.  In  one  instance  the  father 
of  our  subject,  together  with  two  of  his  brothers, 
went  forty-five  miles  to  erect  a wall,  starting  from 
home  at  midnight,  and  when  they  returned  setting 
out  in  the  evening,  walking  all  night,  and  getting 
home  in  the  morning. 

ALBERT  F.  HARWOOD,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Lake 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  an  ex-lumberman  of 
wide  reputation,  noted  for  his  shrewdness  and  in- 
tegrity, is  a native  of  Massachusetts,  born  March 
22,  1842,  in  North  Adams. 

Mr.  Harwood  comes  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  the 
first  of  the  family  in  this  country  appears  to  have 
been  a well-to-do  farmer  in  Massachusetts,  where 
he  settled  some  time  during  the  eighteenth  century. 
Our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  Granville  B. 
Green,  also  of  Massachusetts,  served  in  the  war  of 
1812.  Hastings  Harwood,  father  of  Albert  F.,  was 
also  born  in  the  Bay  State,  and  died  there  in  Au- 
gust, 1845,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty  years.  He 
was  a stone  cutter  by  occupation.  He  married  Miss 
Roxanna  Green,  of  the  same  locality,  and  children 
as  follows  were  born  to  them : Louisa  E. , wife  of 
John  R.  Wickham,  a farmer  of  Texas  township, 
Wayne  county;  Albert  F.,  our  subject;  and  Elmer 
E.,  a farmer  at  Beach  Lake,  Wayne  county.  After 
the  death  of  the  father  the  mother  wedded  Silas  W. 
Gary,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  1892 ; 
there  were  no  children  by  this  marriage.  Airs. 
Gary  died  August.  1,  1853,  aged  forty  vears. 

On  February  27,  1865,  at  Hawley,  Penn.,  Al- 
bert F.  Harwood,  our  subject,  was  married  to  Miss 
Rebecca  Shaffer,  and  a brief  record  of  their  family 
is  as  follows : Harry  H.,  born  July  5,  1868,  operates 
a gristmill  at  Waymart,  Wayne  county;  he  married 
Florence  Griffeth,  and  they  have  two  children,  Har- 
old and  Eva  Ruth.  Charles  M.,  born  February  21, 
1870,  is  a blacksmith  by  trade,  but  runs  the  engine 
in  his  brother  Harry's  mill.  Clara  E.,  born  October 
6,  1871,  married  Dahlgren  Ivizer,  a lumberman  at 
Kizertown,  Penn.,  and  has  three  children,  Edith, 
Lulu  and  Rebecca.  Susie,  born  October  17,  1875, 
died  April  9,  1876.  Bessie,  born  January  29,  1877, 
married  M.  Abby,  a farmer  of  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  has  one  child,  Otis.  John,  born 
July  14,  1879,  is  attending  school  at  Lebanon,  Penn. 
Mrs.  Harwood  was  born  December  12,  1841,  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  A.  (Curtis)  Shaffer,  natives 
of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  well-to- 
do  farming  people,  and  consistent  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church ; the  father  was  also  prominent  as  a 
Democrat.  'He  died  in  1845,  at  the  age  of  thirtv- 
two,  the  mother  in  September,  1881,  aged  sixty- 
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two  years,  and  tney  rest  from  their  labors  in  the 
burying  ground  in  Canaan  township.  The  children 
born  to  this  honored  couple  were  as  follows : Eliza 
married  William  Fitzsimmons,  a farmer  in  Dunning. 
Penn. ; Sidney  married  Catherine  Simons,  and  both 
- are  deceased ; Rebecca  is  now  Mrs.  Harwood ; and 
Sophrona  is  deceased.  After  the  death  of  the  fa- 
ther of  these  the  mother  married  Louis  Loubshire, 
who  died  December,  1877,  aged  fifty-eight  years. 
Their  children  were  Lury  (deceased),  who  married 
George  Ferris,  of  Maplewood,  Penn.;  Caroline  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Adam  Drake,  a carpenter,  of 
Long  Island ; Rufus,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
| years ; George,  connected  with  a railroad  in  Chi- 
cago,- 111. ; and  Byron,  an  employe  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  at  Clark's  Sum- 
mit, Penn.  [Mention  of  Mrs.  Harwood's  paternal 
grandfather,  Moses  Shatter,  will  oe  found  in  the 
sketch  of  Joseph  Shaffer,  of  South  Canaan  township, 
and  for  mention  of  her  maternal  grandparents, 
Jeremiah  and  Catherine  (Wagner)  Curtis,  see 
sketch  of  W.  N.  Curtis,  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship.] 

Albert  F.  Harwood,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  when  nine  years  of  age,  in  1851,  accompa- 
nied his  mother,  stepfather,  brother  and  sister  to 
Wayne  county,  and  they  remained  one  year  at 
Honesdale,  in  Berlin  township,  where  the  mother 
died,  and  the  family  became  separated.  Prior  to 
her  death,  however,  the  mother  had  thoughtfully 
made  provision  to  have  her  children  properly  reared, 
and  accordingly  young  Albert  was  brought  up  and 
educated  under  the  care  of  Galard  Russell,  a farm- 
er, whose  home  was  one-half  mile  distant  from 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  remaining  with  him  until  he  was 
aged  eighteen  years.  At  that  time  he  returnee,  to 
Berlin  township  and  worked  for  his  brother-in-law, 
J.  R.  Wickkam.  the  better  part  of  two  years,  and 
thence  moved  to  Lake  township,  where  he  found  em- 
ployment with  Alvin  Leonard,  at  band  Pond,  lum- 
bering in  the  woods  six  months ; thence  went  to 
Salem  township,  where  he  worked  at  lumbering  for 
John  McFarland  two  and  one-half  years.  He  was 
next  employed  by  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Coal 
Co.,  hewing  lumber,  also  helping  to  erect  the  first 
mill  for  that  corporation,  at  Forest  City,  Penn.,  then 
a wilderness,  and  was  with  them  in  all  five  months. 
We  next  find  Mr.  Harwood  at  Scranton,  Penn., 
doing  carpenter  work  for  the  Scranton  Coal  Co., 
nine  months,  after  which  he  worked  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania Coal  Co.,  repairing  railroad  tracks  for  that 
corporation  ; but  owing  to  a strike  among  the  em- 
ployes of  the  road  he  left,  and  removing  to  Elk 
county,  Penn.,  followed  lumbering  there  four  years. 
From  Elk  county  he  betook  himself  to  Lackawanna 
county,  where  he  bought  a tract  of  land,  chiefly 
woodland,  for  which  he  paid  $1,050  cash,  and  re- 
mained there,  farming  and  lumbering,  until  the 
Spring  of  1886,  in  that  year  purchasing  his  present 
farm  of  eighty-five  acres,  and  there  is  no  better  land 
to  be  found  in  Wayne  county.  As  we  have  just 
mentioned,  Mr.  Harwood  paid  $1,050  for  his  prop- 


erty in  Lackawanna  county,  and  after  taking  $2,- 
500  worth  of  lumber  off  same  he  sold  the  farm  for 
$2,000.  He  moved  to  his  Lake  township  purchase 
in  1888,  and  worked  both  places  together  about 
three  years.  Since  coming  to  Lake  township  he 
has  made  his  home  here  without  intermission,  al- 
though he  continued  his  lumbering  interests  at 
various  places,  retiring  therefrom  only  in  about 
1896.  In  1892  he  purchased  one  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  Pike  county,  which  he  succeeded  in  clear- 
ing within  three  years. 

in  1863,  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  Mr. 
Harwood  was  dratted,  but  paid  $350 — commuta- 
tion money.  Politically  he  has  always  been  a loyal 
Democrat;  socially  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M., 
uniting  with  Blue  Lodge  at  Salem,  and  also  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  uniting  with  Lodge  No.  307,  at  Mos- 
cow, Penn.  In  religious  faith  he  and  Mrs.  Har- 
wood are  prominently  identified  with  the  Method- 
ist Protestant  Church,  of  which  he  is  a trustee. 
Although  an  ever  busy  man  with  his  extensive  farm- 
ing, lumbering  and  other  interests,  he  has  yet  found 
time  to  devote  to  the  public  good  in  many  ways, 
in  which  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  he  is  a 
director  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co., 
of  Wayne  county,  also  a stockholder  in  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Georgetown  Creamery  Association. 
Taken  all  in  all,  he  is  a public-spirited,  enterprising- 
man,  as  is  evidenced  in  his  biography,  one  who  takes 
an  active  interest  in  everything  which  seems  to 
promise  a benefit  to  the  community,  and  enjoys  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

WILLIAM  DOUD,  a skillful  and  prominent 
artist  of  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  was  born  July 
28,  1834,  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  his  parents,  Franklin  and  Jemima 
(Halstead)  Doud,  spent  their  entire  lives.  He  -is 
a representative  of  an  old  and  honored  family  of 
northeastern  Pennsylvania,  his  great-grandfather, 
Jude  Doud,  a native  of  Connecticut,  having  located 
at  Lenoxville,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1799.  He 
crossed  the  river  at  that  place  on  the  rocks  below 
the  mill  dam.  He  built  and  operated  the  mill  known 
as  Doud’s  mill,  and  also  owned  and  cultivated  400 
acres  of  land. 

Near  his  father’s  mill  John  Doud,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  born,  reared  and  remained 
throughouT;  life,  while  he  engaged  in  both  farming 
and  milling.  He  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Baker, 
and  to  them  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  are 
mentioned:  Franklin,  Thomas  N.,  Harrison,  George, 
Elizabeth  (who  first  married  Skidmore  Thompkins, 
and  after  his  death  Rev.  Gray,  a Baptist  minister), 
Susan  (wife  of  Edmun  Worth),  Ann  (wife  of 
Ethen  Warren),  and  John.  The  survivors  are! 
Thomas,  who  is  living  retired  in  Clifford,  Penn. ; 
and  Elizabeth,  now  a widow,  living  in  Wilkes 
Barre,  Pennsylvania. 

Franklin  Doud.  our  subject’s  father,  was  a 
progressive  and  enterprising  farmer,  an  honored 
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and  valued  citizen  of  his  community,  and  a Repub- 
lican in  politics.  He  died  March  4,  1873,  aged 
sixty-five  years,  his  wife  in  1850  aged  thirty-seven 
years,  and  both  were  buried  in  Clifford  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  William  is  the  eldest  of  their 
children ; Joseph  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Clifford  township;  Martin,  now  a resident  of 
Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  was  a private  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  for  six  months 
a prisoner  in  Andersonville ; Marietta  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years ; Maria  E.  is  the  widow  of  Charles 
Niles,  and  is  a resident  of  Portland,  Oregon;  Jack- 
son  is  in  the  geographical  survey  at  Donbolia,  Aus- 
tralia. For  his  second  wife  the  father  of  these 
children  married  Mrs.  Dorothy  Reily,  who  is  now 
living  in  Lenoxville,  Susquehanna  county. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Joseph  and  Maria  Halstead,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
the  former  of  whom,  a lumberman  was  killed  by 
lightning  while  engaged  in  rafting  on  the  Susque- 
hanna river,  his  hat  band  being  cut  in  four  different 
places,  and  a hole  cut  in  the  tip  of  his  boot,  but  the 
skin  of  his  body  was  not  broken. 

William  Doud  remained  on  the  home  farm  with 
his  parents  until  February,  1862,  when  he  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  56th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Mitchell. 
He  was  never  wounded,  but  was  taken  ill  on  the 
march  to  Slaughter  Mountains,  Ya.,  and  was  sent 
to  hospital,  where  he  remained  until  honorably! 
discharged,  February  4,  1863,  when  be  returned 
home..  With  Mall  Wells,  at  Clifford,  he  began 
learning  photography,  serving  a six-months  appren- 
ticeship, and  was  later  with  S.  S.  Hull,  at  Carbon- 
dale,  for  four  months.  He  then  began  for  himself 
in  a wagon,  at  Gibson,  Penn.,  at  which  place  he 
remained  for  four  years,  and  in  1879  came  to  Way- 
mart,  where  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. In  1885  be  also  opened  a gallery  at  Far  View, 
which  is  located  2.300  feet  above  sea  level.  He  thor- 
oughly understands  his  profession,  and  his  work  is 
pronounced  by  competent  judges  to  be  of  a high 
order  and  to  possess  genuine  artistic  merit.  He  is 
an  active  and  capable  business  man,  possessing  a 
clear  judgment,  and  is  amply  endowed  with  those 
qualities  which  make  an  honorable  citizen,  and  in- 
sure for  him  the  highest  respect  and  regard  of  his 
fellow  men.  Socially  he  affiliates  with  Waymart 
Lodge  No.  542,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  politically  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party.  In  1890  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  town  council,  two  years 
later  was  elected  assessor,  and  is  now  acceptably 
serving  as  president  of  the  board  of  health. 

At  Nicholson,  Penn.,  Mr.  Doud  was  married, 
September  25,  1869,  to  Miss  Adeline  A.  Tennant, 
Rev.  L.  Pease,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  of- 
ficiating. They  have  one  daughter,  Viola,  now  the 
wife  of  Frederick  C.  Shaffer,  a fireman  on  the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson  River  railroad,  living  in  Carbon- 
dale,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Doud  was  born  in  Clinton  township, 
Wayne  county,  December  20,  1834,  a daughter  of 
John  A.  and  Abigail  ( Herd)  Tennant,  natives  of 


Connecticut  and  New  York,  respectively,  who  were 
married  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.  The  father  came  to 
Wayne  county  with,  his  parents  in  1812.  Mrs. 
Doud's  parents  spent  their  remaining  days  upon  a 
farm  in  Clinton  township.  The  mother  died  De- 
cember 25,  1843,  aged  thirty  years  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  Keens  cemetery,  Canaan  township,  but  the 
father  long  survived  her,  dying  December  6,  1896, 
at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-three  years,  seven 
months  and  nineteen  days,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Baptist  Church  burying-ground,  Clinton  township, 
j He  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  honored  pioneers 
of  Wayne  county,  and  was  honored  with  a number 
of  township  offices.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had 
six  children,  namely : Adeline  A.,  the  wife  of  our 
subj  ect ; Mabel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year ; 
William,  deceased;  Lyman,  who  died  aged  two 
years;  and  Abigail  and  Andrew  (twins),  who  died 
in  infancy.  For  his  second  wife  Mr,  Tennant  mar- 
ried Adeline  Tanner,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children : Emma,  who  married  James  Janes, 
j and  both  are  now  deceased ; George,  a retired  farmer 
| of  Honesdale,  Penn.;  Russell,  a farmer  of  Nebras- 
ka ; Everal,  who  was  a soldier  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  is  now  a lumberman  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn. ; Abigail,  wife  of  Alvin  Loomis,  a farmer  of 
Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne  county ; M.  A.,  the  wife 
of  Abel  Wilcox,  a carpenter  and  farmer,  of  Clinton 
township ; Lorin,  a fireman  on  the  Gravity  railroad, 
living  in  Ashley,  Penn. ; and  Ella  and  Ella  (2 ) who 
both  died  at  the  age  of  one  year. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Doud, 
Charles  and  Betsy  (Beckworth)  Tennant,  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut  who  became  residents  of  Clin- 
ton township,  Wavne  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1812,  but  later 
migrated  to  Illinois,  where  the  grandfather  died. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  a Mrs. 
Meredith.  His  children  were  Charles ; Abel ; John 
A. ; Lyman ; Betsy,  wife  of  Horace  Buckland ; Sal- 
lie,  wife  of  Pierce  Sloan ; Laura,  who  was  three 
times  married,  first  to  Castle  Peck,  second  to  a 
Mr.  Lynch,  of  New  York,  and  third  to  a gentle- 
man out  West ; and  Ann  J.,  who  first  married  Hi- 
ram Brown  and  later  Nelson  Carpenter. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Doud  were 
Hon.  William  and  Mabel  Herd,  of  New  York  State, 
the  former  of  whom  was  associate  judge  at  New- 
burg. His  daughters  were  Sallie,  wife  of  Jona- 
than Gates;  Nancy,  wife  of  E.  Fitch;  Betsy,  wife 
of  G.  Sherwood  ; and  Abigail,  mother  of  Mrs.  Doud; 
there  were  also  ten  sons  in  the  family.  The  grand- 
mother was  twice  married,  her  second  husband  be- 
ing a Mr.  Sherwood. 

JOHN  ANDREW  FISHER  is  a wide-awake 
and  progressive  agriculturist  of  Dingman  township, 
Pike  countv,  carrying  on  operations  on  the  old  Fish- 
er homestead,  where  he  was  born  May  24,  1861,  a 
son  of  Andrew  and  Sophia  (Gampert)  Fisher. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Saxony, 
Germany,  October  24,  1823,  and  died  on  the  pres- 
ent farm  of  our  subject,  May  10,  1888,  being  laid 
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to  rest  in  Laurel  Hill  cemetery.  At  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two he  emigrated  to  America  and  located  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  learned  the  cabinet  maker'-s 
trade,  following  that  occupation  there  for  ten  years. 
He  then  traded  his  home  in  New  York  for  a farm 
of  seventy-five  acres  in  Dingman  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  to  which  he  removed,  and  afterward  gave 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  having  previ- 
ously engaged  in  farming  in  his  native  land.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  two  good 
farms  in  Ding-man  township,  Pike  county,  the  other, 
which  has  since  been  sold,  being  in  Delaware  town- 
ship. Though  he  came  to  this  country  a poor  boy, 
lie  prospered  in  his  undertakings,  and  was  able  to 
leave  his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  his  community,  and  was  called  upon  to  serve 
in  several  township  offices,  acting  as  road  supervisor 
one  term  and  as  school  director  for  ten  years.  In 
religious  belief  he  was  a Presbvterian. 

Andrew  Fisher  was  united  in  marriage  at  New 
York  City,  in  April,  1851,  with  Miss  Sophia  Gam- 
pert,  who  was  born  in  Weisenbrun,  Germany,  May  3, 
1830,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Wilhelmina 
( Snyder)  Gampert,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
Germany,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  occu- 
pations of  milling  and  farming.  He  died  in  1841, 
aged  thirty-nine  years,  the  mother  in  1839,  at  the 
same  age.  Their  children  were  as  follows : Christo- 
pher, an  upholsterer,  who  died  in  New  York  City; 
Anna,  widow  of  John  Reiderick,  of  New  York; 
Sophia,  mother  of  our  subject ; Jenette,  wife  of  An- 
thony Reisert,  of  New  York,  a manufacturer  of 
brewery  material ; Dorothv.  deceased  wife  of  Lieut. 
Charles  Wolfe ; Ernest,  who  is  married  and  is  con- 
ducting a large  boarding  house  in  Germany;  and 
John,  who  is  married  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  the  Fatherland.  In  1850  Mrs.  Fisher  came 
with  her  sisters  Anna  and  Dorothy  to  the  United 
States,  and  located  in  New  York.  By  her  marriage 
to  Mr.  Fisher  she  became  the  mother  of  the  following 
children  : Barbara,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years  ; 
Jenette,  who  married  George  Major,  a carpenter  of 
New  York,  where  she  died : Charles,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  months ; Dorothy,  who  is  now  the 
widow  of  William  Quinn,  and  resides  with  her 
mother  and  our  subject;  Louisa  D.,  deceased  wife 
of  David  Newman,  ex-sheriff  of  Pike  county,  resid- 
ing in  Dingman  township;  John  A.,  our  subject; 
Helen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years ; 
Augusta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ; 
Sophia,  wife  of  Bernaldi  McCarty,  a farmer  of 
Dingman  township  ; Rosa,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years ; and  Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
six  years. 

John  A.  Fisher  early  became  familiar  with  all 
the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist, 
and  is  now  successfullv  operating  the  old  homestead 
and  another  farm  which  the  family  own.  He  is  a 
thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  an  upright  and  reliable 
business  man,  and  a citizen  of  whom  anv  commuity 
might  be  proud.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  be- 


came prominently  identified  with  public  affairs,  at 
that  time  being  elected  constable,  in  which  office 
he  served  one  year,  and  he  was  re-elected  to  the  posi- 
tion in  1893  and  in  1896,  serving  seven  years  in  all. 
He  has  been  inspector  of  elections  two  years,  judge 
of  elections  one  year,  overseer  of  the  poor  five  years, 
in  1896  was  made  county  mercantile  appraiser,  and 
for  the  past  four  years  has  been  school  director,  act- 
ing as  secretary  of  the  board  one  year.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat,  and  socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Milford  (be- 
ing past  grand  of  his  lodge),  and  the  Daughters 
of  Rebekah.  In  December,  1892,  he  represented 
Sawkill  Grange  of  his  town  in  the  annual  convention 
at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  and  since  1890  he  has  been 
the  regular  correspondent  for  Dingman  township 
to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  at 
Washington,  D.  C.1,  to  which  he  has  rendered  val- 
uable services. 

JOHN  W.  SANDERCOCK.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  finds  an  appropriate  place  among  those 
men  of  business  and  enterprise  in  Wayne  county 
whose  force  of  character,  sterling  integrity,  and  ex- 
cellent executive  ability,  have  contributed  in  an 
eminent  degree  to  the  development  and  prosperity 
of  this  section.  He  is  to-day  the  leading  general 
merchant  of  Lake  Ariel,  and  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts. 

Mr.  Sandercock  was  born  in  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county,  November  11,  1850,  a son  of  George 
and  Mary  (Ballemy)  Sandercock,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Cornwall,  England,  but  became  acquainted 
and  were  married  in  Wayne  county,  having  come  to 
this  country  in  1819.  Our  subject  remained  with  his 
father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years,  when  he  came  to  Lake  Ariel  and  embarked  in 
his  present  business.  He  has  a large  and  well-ap- 
pointed store,  and  by  fair  dealing  and  courteous 
treatment  of  his  customers  has  gained  a liberal 
patronage. 

In  1875  Mr.  Sandercock  was  married,  at  Plones- 
dale,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cridenwise.  a Methodist  Epis- 
copal clergyman,  to  Miss  Susan  Greene,  a native 
of  Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  and  a daughter 
of  Giles  Greene,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere. 
Seven  children  graced  this  union : Bertha,  who  is 
now  attending  Wells  College;  Rosa,  at  home;  Har- 
riet and  Julia,  both  deceased;  and  Agnes,  Homer 
and  Helen,  all  at  home. 

In  i8qo  Mr.  Sandercock  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Lake  Ariel,  and  most  acceptably  filled  that 
office  for  six  years,  two  years  under  President 
Cleveland’s  administration,  although  he  is  a stanch 
Republican  in  politics.  For  fifteen  years  he  has 
been  treasurer  of  Lake  township,  and  for  three 
years  school  director,  filling  both  positions  with 
the  utmost  fidelity  to  dutv  and  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  all  concerned.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the 
Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county, 
and  in  religious  connection  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  He  has  ever  been  an  im- 
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portant  factor  in  the  business  circles  of  his  com- 
munity, and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  has  been  found 
true  and  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him, 
whether  public  or  private. 

HENRY  O.  SILIvMAN,  an  enterprising,  pub- 
lic-spirited business  man  of  Maplewood,  Wayne 
county,  who  has  won  success  through  his  own  ef- 
forts, is  a man  of  influence  and  prominence  in  his 
community. 

Born  January  6,  1831,  at  Katonah,  Westchester 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Silkman  is  a son  of  William  and 
Mary  Jane  (Bailey)  Silkman,  both  born  in  West- 
chester county,  N.  Y.  William  Silkman’s  father 
was  John  Silkman,  and  his  mother  was  of  the  Hitch- 
cock family  of  New  York;  both  lived  and  died  at 
Cross  River,  Westchester  Co.,  that  State. 

William  Silkman  came  with  his  family  to  Penn- 
sylvania in  1838,  locating  on  the  site  of  Scranton, 
then  a wilderness,  where  he  cleared  and  improved 
a farm.  He  not  only  farmed,  but  engaged  in  con- 
tracting' and  the  real  estate  business.  He  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  were 
respected  members  of  society  and  esteemed  citizens. 
He  died  in  1877,  when  aged  sixty-five  years,  and  she 
in  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Their 
children  were:  John  (deceased)  married  Elizabeth 
Thatcher;  Henry  O.  is  our  subject;  William,  who 
married  a Miss  Ettinge,  is  a retired  hardware  mer- 
chant of  Scranton;  Frank  B.,  a merchant  of  Prov- 
idence (now  Scranton),  Penn.,  married  Lida  Ful- 
ler ; Caroline  E.  and  Augusta  reside  at  Scranton ; 
Theodore,  deceased,  was  the  youngest  of  the 
family. 

The  family,  as  stated  above,  moved  to  what  is 
now  Scranton,  Penn.,  when  Henry  O.  Silkman  was 
about  seven  years  old.  Our  subject  went  to  school 
summer  and  winter  until  fourteen  years  old,  and 
lived  on  a farm  until  fifteen.  He  then  worked  one 
year  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  after  one  year  at 
Wyoming  Seminary  went  into  an  engineer  corps 
under  James  Archibald  and  John  B.  Smith,  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.'s  railroad.  He  was  employed 
as  civil  engineer  for  several  years  on  different  rail- 
roads in  the  Lackawanna  and  Wyoming  valleys, 
making  the  first  survey  of  the  Scranton  & Blooms- 
burg  railroad,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  was  the 
chief  engineer  of  that  road,  continuing  thus  for  two 
years.  On  the  completion  of  the  road  he  was  for 
three  years  engaged  in  surveys  in  the  West  and 
Northwest,  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Paul,  making  the 
survey  for  the  first  road  from  Duluth  to  St.  Paul. 
Returning  East  in  i860,  he  engaged  in  and  built 
up  a large  stove  business  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  mak- 
ing and  selling  in  eight  years  twenty-five  thousand 
stoves.  His  large  factory  and  patterns  were  burned 
and  not  rebuilt.  In  1887  he  moved  into  Wayne 
county,  on  a tract  of  lumber  and  farming  land  of 
1,500  acres,  on  which  there  was  a large  chair  fac- 
tory, a sawmill,  a small  village  of  tenement  houses, 
two  churches,  and  a lake  of  three  hundred  acres 
now  called  Lake  Henry.  The  place  was  built  up  by 


Washburn  & Norman,  and  then  called  h orest  Mills, 
now  changed  to  Maplewood.  Mr.  Silkman  was  the 
financial  partner  of  the  Maplewood  Chair  Company, 
which  did  a large  business,  employing  some  thirty 
men  and  boys;  Jacob  Schantz,  deceased,  was  the 
managing  partner  of  the  company.  Lake  Henry, 
owned  by  Mr.  Silkman,  on  which  he  and  six  others 
have  their  summer  cottages,  is  an  attractive  sheet 
of  water,  noted  for  its  pickerel  and  perch  fishing, 
its  numerous  floating  islands,  and  as  a summer  re- 
sort for  fishermen  and  small  private  parties  all  along 
its  pleasant  shores.  The  Consumers  Ice  Company, 
in  which  Mr.  Silkman  has  a large  interest,  has  erect- 
ed at  the  lake  one  of  the  largest  ice  houses  in  the 
State,  and  ship  therefrom  thirty  thousand  tons  per 
annum. 

Mr.  Silkman  and  all  the  family  are  Republi- 
cans ; he  was  elected  to  the  first  council  of  Scran- 
ton City,  but  generally  he  has  avoided  office  and 
active  political  life,  his  own  business  requiring  all 
his  personal  attention.  Mr.  Silkman  has  been  a 
hard-working,  active,  successful  business  man,  and 
belongs  to  the  class  that  is  neither  rich  nor  poor. 
Fie  was  one  of  the  original  surveyors  of  Scranton, 
laying  out  the  first  streets  in  the  primeval  timber. 
His  financial  standing  and  reputation  have  always 
been  unquestioned,  and  the  property  that  he  now 
owns  has  been  honestly  made  and  none  of  it  inherit- 
ed. I11  1862  Mr.  Silkman  volunteered  to  defend 
his  State  and  served  for  three  months.  Previous  to 
this  he  had  been  drafted,  but  paid  three  hundred 
dollars,  as  his  private  affairs  would  not  permit  his 
leaving  them.  When  the  State  was  invaded  he  vol- 
unteered, leaving  his  stove  business  with  his 
partners. 

On  October  20,  1863,  our  subject  was  married 
to  Frances  Gardner,  and  to  the  union  have  come  the 
following  children : Bertram,  Gardner,  and  Eliza- 
beth, all  now  deceased.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Fulton,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Dewitt  and  Elizabeth 
G.  (Simmons)  Gardner,  who  were  also  born  in 
Fulton,  of  which  place  DeWitt  Gardner  was  for 
years  a prominent  and  influential  citizen  and  busi- 
ness man,  being  a large  flour  manufacturer,  and 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank' of  Fulton.  He 
died  in  November,  1897. 

W.  E.  SAMSON,  general  manager  for  the 
firm  of  Morgan  Brothers,  merchants  of  Pleasant 
Mount,  Wayne  county,  can  trace  his  ancestry  on 
the  maternal  side  back  to  the  sixteenth  century,  and 
the  family  was  prominently  identified  with  the  early 
history  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Samson  is  a native  of  Wayne  county,  born 
in  Starrucca,  July  29,  1855,  a son  of  Tames  M.  and 
Lois  (Sprague)  Samson.  The  father  was  born 
near  Starrucca,  November  6,  1826.  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  Wayne  county.  In  1850  he  married 
Mrs.  Lois  (Sprague)  Samson,  whose  ancestors 
were  among  the  Protestants,  known  as  Huguenots, 
driven  from  France  after  the  Edict  of  Nantes  was 
revoked,  being  again  persecuted  by  the  Catholics. 
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A shipload  of  these  refugees  landed  in  the  Province 
of  Maine,  whence  they  later  removed  to  Massachu- 
setts, and  finally  located  a few  miles  from  Plymouth 
Rock.  In  1732  there  was  a child  born  to  the 
Spragues,  and  he  was  given  the  name  of  Abel. 
After  reaching  manhood  he  removed  from  Rhode 
Island  to  Connecticut,  where  he  married  Mercy 
Harvey,  a bright  and  active  young  woman,  and  they 
reared  a family  of  six  sons.  They  prospered  in  the 
Nutmeg  State,  but  learning  that  land  could  be  pur- 
chased very  cheaply  on  the  west  shore  of  the  Hud- 
son, Abel  Sprague  packed  his  knapsack  with  pro- 
visions for  his  journey,  and  started  to  investigate 
this  new  territory.  On  his  way  he  met  Silas  Bowk- 
er,  formerly  a resident  of  Connecticut,  who  told 
him  that  the  land  was  cheap  but  the  Indians  were 
troublesome,  but  he  had  no  fear  of  the  Red  men, 
as  the  land  was  being  settled  up,  and  from  parties 
in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  he  purchased  a tract  of  land 
and  erected  thereon  a log  house  and  barn.  He  also 
bought  a yoke  of  oxen  and  a cow.  About  this 
time  King  George  sent  over  his  army  to  subdue  the 
Colonies,  which  had  become  rebellious  and  were 
ready  to  fight  for  liberty  and  freedom.  Mr.  Sprague 
enlisted  In  the  patriot  army  and  was  captured  by  the 
Tories  and  Indians,  who  took  him  as  prisoner  to  a 
place  called  Oquaga,  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  and 
in  trying  to  escape  he  was  shot  by  the  Indians  while 
swimming  the  river.  His  children  grew  up  to  be 
useful  men  and  women,  and  from  this  brave  and 
patriotic  gentleman  is  descended  Mrs.  Samson,  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  Her  brother.  Mil- 
ton  Sprague,  was  with  John  Charles  Fremont  in  his 
several  trips  over  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  was 
one  of  those  who  helped  plant  the  American  flag 
on  Fremont’s  Peak  and  save  California  to  the 
United  States.  He  has  passed  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  Wisconsin  and  still  survives. 

On  the  paternal  side  our  subject  can  trace  his 
ancestry  to  a little  before  1800,  when  his  great- 
grandfather, Henry  Samson,  with  his  twin  brother, 
Ezekiel,  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  from 
Seneca  Lake,  N.  Y.  Ezekiel  soon  left  the  county 
and  was  lost  track  of.  Henry  Samson  married  Polly 
Hammond,  and  to  this  union  were  born : Sons — 
Hiram  K.,  Justin,  James  M.  (father  of  our  sub- 
ject), Willard  IT.,  William  and  Isaac:  and  one 
daughter — Sallie,  who  died  rather  early  in  life. 
Henry  Samson  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Metho- 
dism in  Starrucca,  and  served  as  a class  leader  for 
many  years. 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  James 
M.  Samson  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business  and  in 
lumbering  along  the  Delaware  river.  He  resided 
in  Starrucca  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  when  he 
enlisted  at  Owego,  X.  Y.,  in  Company  A,  144th  N. 
Y.  V.  I.,  under  Dr.  Redfield,  of  Equinunk,  captain, 
and  he  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of 
the  conflict.  He  died  in  October,  1896,  leaving  a 
wife  and  five  children,  who  are  still  living. 

Mrs.  Samson  was  first  married  to  Justin 
Samson,  an  older  brother  of  James  M.,  and  three 


children  were  born  to  this  union : ( 1 ) Oscar  F.r 
born  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  enlisted  in  1861  in 
the  Union  army,  and  re-enlisted  in  1864,  remaining 
in  the  service  until  hostilities  ceased,  and  partici- 
pating in  the  battles  of  Cold  Harbor,  Spottsylvania 
and  the  Wilderness.  He  married  Maggie  Davis,  of 
Starrucca,  who  died  leaving  five  children,  and  he 
subsequently  wedded  Eunice  Stickner,  of  Stevens 
Point,  Penn.,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Lois. 
(2)  Osmar  died  in  infancy.  (3)  Mary,  born  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  married  E.  J.  Collyer,  of 
Thompson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  died  in 
Starrucca.  Her  children  were  May,  Fred,  Cora, 
Minnie,  Rose,  Frank  and  Lois.  To  James  M.  and 
Lois  Samson  were  born  nine  children  : ( 1 ) Sallie  D., 
born  at  Starrucca,  is  the  wife  of  William  Myrick, 
of  Sherman,  Wayne  county,  and  they  have  had 
three  children,  Lucy,  John  and  Vena,  the  eldest  now 
the  wife  of  Alvin  Fuller,  of  Deposit,  N.  Y.  (2) 
Milton,  born  in  Starrucca,  in  1853,  married  Han- 
nah Marks,  of  Galilee,  Wayne  county,  resides  in 
Scott  township,  and  has  two  children,  Ruth  and 
Robert.  (3)  W.  E.,  of  this  sketch,  is  next  in  the 
family.  (4)  Rose,  born  at  Hales  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  in 
1857,  married  George  L.  Sands,  of  Hancock,  N.  Y., 
and  died  in  1897,  leaving  a husband  and  five  chil- 
dren, Clinton,  Howard,  William,  Georgie  and 
Dorothy.  (5)  George  R.,  born  in  Wayne  county, 
in  1859,  is  engaged  in  farming  and  the  stone  quarry 
business  at  Stevens  Point,  Penn.  He  married  Leora 
Cook,  of  that  place,  and  has  five  children,  Harry, 
Ralph,  Mabel,  Archie  and  Georgie.  (6)  Nellie, 
born  at  Starrucca,  in  1861,  first  married  Alvin 
Newman,  of  Otsego,  N.  Y.,  and  after  his  death 
married  Jesse  Scott,  of  Meridale,  Delaware  Co., 
N.  Y.,  by  whom  she  has  two  daughters,  Grace  and 
Iva.  (7)  Cora  died  at  the  age  of  two  months.  (8) 
Minnie  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  (9)  James 
H.  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years. 

W.  E.  Samson  was  reared  in  Starrucca,  and 
after  attending  the  public  schools  of  that  place  for 
a few  years  was  a student  in  the  Pleasant  Mount 
Academy  for  two  terms.  During  the  year  1877  he 
began  his  business  career  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of 
W.  W.  Mumford,  of  Starrucca,  where  he  remained 
for  two  and  one-half  years,  and  in  May,  1880,  he  ac- 
cepted a position  in  the  store  of  J.  L.  Morgan  & 
Brother,  at  Pleasant  Mount,  in  whose  employ  he 
has  since  remained.  For  several  years  lie  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  their  general  mercantile 
establishment,  and  has  the  entire  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  members  of  the  firm.  In  1883  he  pur- 
chased a house  and  lot  in  the  place,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  Mr.  Samson  has  for  years 
been  a great  admirer  and  breeder  of  fine  poultry, 
his  favorites  being  the  Silver  Wyandottes,  which 
he  ships  to  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union.  He 
has  exhibited  at  the  leading  shows,  Madison 
Square,  New  York,  Boston,  etc.,  and  has  taken 
some  of  the  best  prizes  offered. 

Mr.  Samson  was  married,  in  November,  1881, 
to  Miss  Dora  Llovd,  of  Equinunk,  Wayne  county. 
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a daughter  of  Anthony  and  Martha  Lloyd,  former- 
ly of  Colchester,  N.  Y.  One  child  graces  this 
union:  James  Lynn,  who  was  born  in  1884,  and  is 
now  attending  the  Pleasant  Mount  Academy.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  take  a leading  part  in  all  Church  work, 
and  Mr.  Samson  has  held  the  positions  of  class- 
leader,  Bible  class  teacher  and  steward.  Fraternal- 
ly he  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Thomp- 
son, and  to  the  Knights  of  Honor.  Being  a strong 
Temperance  man,  he  is  unswerving  in  his  support 
of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Prohibition  party, 
and  his  influence  is  great  and  always  for  good  in 
the  community  where  be  has  now  made  his  home 
for  nearly  twenty  years.  He  is  treasurer  of  the 
Village  Improvement  Association,  and  he  is  al- 
ways numbered  among  the  most  valued  and  useful 
citizens  of  the  town. 

P.  R.  CROSS  is  a typical  well-to-do  farmer 
and  lumberman  of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county, 
whose  success  in  life  may  be  attributed  ta  his  per- 
severance, untiring  enterprise,  resolute  purpose  and 
commendable  zeal,  and  his  actions  have  always 
been  guided  by  an  honesty  of  purpose  that  none 
have  questioned. 

Mr.  Cross  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  He  is  a grandson  of  Thomas 
Cross,  a native  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  who 
was  married  in  his  native  place,  and  continued  to 
make  his  home  there  until  after  the  birth  of  some  of 
his  children.  In  1832,  with  his  family,  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  what 
is  now  Dreher  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  as  an  agriculturist. 
Besides  Abram,  our  subject’s  father,  he  had  children 
as  follows : Anthony,  who  is  deceased ; Mary  Ann 
(widow  of  Simon  Dilworth),  who  lives  at  Denver, 
Colo. ; Sarah  Ann,  who  married  Nathaniel  Martin, 
a farmer  of  Sterling,  Wayne  county;  William  B., 
deceased;  and  Thomas  Nathan,  a farmer  of  Greene 
township,  Pike  county. 

Abram  Cross,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  July  20,  1828,  and  was 
four  years  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
America.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  in 
Wayne  county,  and  when  a young  man  he  went  to 
Easton,  Penn.,  and  for  fourteen  years  was  in  the 
employ  of  one  man,  Peter  Uhler,  first  on  the  Dela- 
ware & Raritan  canal,  later  on  the  Morris  & Essex, 
and  the  last  few  years  on  the  Lehigh  canal.  Com- 
mencing as  boy,  driving  for  six  dollars  per  month, 
he  rose  in  time  to  captain,  being  engaged  as  such 
some  ten  years,  and  the  last  year  received  $1,000 
for  the  season.  Returning  to  Wayne  county,  he 
purchased  a farm  in  Dreher  township,  but  some 
time  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to  Greene  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  where  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  For 
two  years  he  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
pottery-ware,  a good  quality  of  clay  having  been 
found  in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  but  when 


the  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire  it  was  never  re- 
built owing  to  a disagreement  among  the  stock- 
holders, though  the  venture  had  proved  a success. 
In  Wayne  county  Mr.  Cross  married  Miss  Susan 
Hazelton,  a native  of  Philadelphia,  and  a daughter 
of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Thorp)  Hazelton,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ire- 
land. Mr.  Cross  died  February  14,  1894,  his  wife 
on  February  24,  1898.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest 
in  their  family,  the  others  being  Thomas  Wesley, 
a farmer  of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county ; Eliza 
J.,  wife  of  F.  V.  McMunn,  living  at  Campbell  Hill, 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Anthony,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years ; Abram  L.,  a lumber  inspector  at 
Austin,  Potter  Co.,  Penn.;  Friend,  a resident  of 
Dunmore,  Penn. ; and  Lafayette,  who  is  living  with 
bur  subject,  and  is  engaged  in  lumbering.  The 
parents  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  East 
Sterling-  for  nearly  fifty  years.  Mr.  Cross  was  a 
charter  member  of  Wallen  Paupack  Lodge  No.  478, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was  a Republican  in  political  senti- 
ment, but  he  neither  sought  nor  held  public  office. 

P.  R.  Cross  was  born  in  Sterling  (now  Dreher) 
township,  Wayne  ^county,  July  20,  1863,  but  was 
reared  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  and  in  the 
schools  of  that  locality  began  his  education.  He 
also  attended  Waymart  Academy  for  one  term,  and 
the  Telegraphic  Institute  of  Philadelphia  for  one 
year.  After  the  completion  of  his  education  he  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  school  for  five  years, 
in  Wayne  and  Pike  counties,  and  then  bought  a 
partially  improved  tract  of  175  acres  of  land  in  Pal- 
myra township,  Pike  county,  on  which  he  has  since 
followed  general  farming  with  marked  success.  He 
is  also  quite  extensively  interested  in  lumbering, 
being  a silent  partner  in  the  Hazelton  & Kipp  Lum- 
ber Co.,  who  own  the  timber  on  2,700  acres  of  land 
and  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sawed  lum- 
ber, turning  out  about  one  million  feet  annually, 
umbrella  handles,  dowells,  etc. ; they  give  steady 
employment  to  about  twenty  men,  and  last  year 
(1898)  paid  out  some  ten  thousand  dollars  to  their 
help.  In  addition  to  his  interest  in  this  concern,  Mr. 
Cross  follows  lumbering  on  a tract  of  his  own,  and 
has  in  all  about  500  acres  of  land  in  Pike  countv, 
much  of  which  is  covered  with  a fine  growth  of 
timber,  while  fifty  acres  are  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  also  conducts  a store,  selling  gro- 
ceries, feed  and  flour. 

On  May  28,  1885,  at  Factoryville,  Wyoming 
Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Cross  was  married,  by  J.  H.  Harris, 
V.  D.  M.,  to  Miss  Minnie  Basley,  who  was  born 
October  4,  1866.  Her  parents,  David  and  Rosie 
(Piper)  Basley,  were  natives  of  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  and  now  make  their  home  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county.  Their  other  children  are  Harry, 
a resident  of  Sullivan  county,  Penn. ; William,  of 
Freyton,  Lackawanna  county;  Georgie  E.,  who 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject  in  Palmyra  town- 
ship, Pike  county ; and  Hattie,  who  is  living  with  her 
grandmother  in  Monroe  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cross  have  an  interesting  family  of  five  children. 
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whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : 
Oscar  C.,  April  20,  1886;  Carl  P.,  September  16, 
1887;  Homer  H.,  May  16,  1889;  Susie  Myrtle,  April 
17,  1891  ; and  Raymond  E.,  December  14,  1892. 

Socially,  Mr.  Cross  is  identified  with  the  Pa- 
triotic Order  Sons  of  America,  Washington  Camp 
No.  279,  at  Sterling,  Wayne  county ; and  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Wallen  Paupack 
Lodge  No.  478,  at  Newfoundland,  Wayne  county. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  a Republican,  and  his 
fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability, 
have  called  him  to  office,  he  having  served  as  town 
clerk  for  one  term,  as  assessor  two  terms,  and  at 
the  present  time  he  is  justice  of  the  peace.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1899,  he  was  elected  township  auditor  for 
three  years;  also  in  August,  1899,  was  elected  one 
of  the  seven  county  committeemen,  receiving  the 
largest  number  of  votes  cast  at  that  election  of  four- 
teen candidates  that  were  running;  was  also  nom- 
inated for  county  treasurer  on  the  Republican  tick- 
et, but  was  defeated  by  a small  majority  in  a strongly 
Democratic  district. 

B.  F.  HOLBERT,  a representative  and  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Matamoras,  belongs  to  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  families  of  Pike  county.  His 
grandfather,  Benjamin  Holbert,  was  born  in  Lacka- 
waxen  township.  Pike  county,  December  25,  1781, 
and  married  INIary  Ryder,  born  July  24,  1782. 
They  reared  a large  family  of  children,  namely : 
Elizabeth,  born  Ma}'  26,  1799,  died  in  infancy. 
William,  born  April  17,  1801,  lived  at  Indian  Or- 
chard, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Joseph,  born  March  2, 
1803,  was  the  father  of  George  Holbert,  who  is 
represented  elsewhere.  James  R.,  born  April  4,  1805, 
died  young.  Catherine,  born  July  18,  1806, 

did  not  marry.  Margaret  Ann,  born  April 
3,  1809.  Martha  Ann,  born  November  7, 

1812,  married  John  Barnes.  Stephen  D.,  born 
February  14,  1815,  was  killed  when  a young  man. 
Benjamin  F.,  born  March  17,  1817,  did  not  marry; 
he  lived  in  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county. 
Mary,  born  March  15,  1819,  married  H.  B.  Rose, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Westfall  township,  Pike 
county.  Frederick,  born  November  26,  1822,  is 
mentioned  below.  Albert  J.,  born  August  22,  1825, 
and  who  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Lackawaxen 
township,  married  Phoebe  Shinier,  of  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.  The  grandmother  died  July  25,  1843,  the 
grandfather  on  May  4,  1S56. 

Frederick  Holbert,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  at  Westcolang,  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike 
county,  and  in  that  township  spent  his  entire  life  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Pole,  a native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  November, 
1824,  and  she  is  still  living  at  Westcolang,  but  his 
death  occurred  August  15,  1891.  He  was  widely 
and  favorably  known,  and  had  many  friends 
throughout  the  county.  B.  F.  Holbert,  our  subject, 
is  the"  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  twelve 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows : Albert,  born 
in  1848,  and  Emma,  born  in  1849,  both  died  when 


young;  F.  J.  is  the  proprietor  of  the  ‘‘Delaware 
House,”  a summer  hotel  at  Lackawaxen,  Penn. ; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Van  Wagener,  a resi- 
dent of  Rowland,  Lackawaxen  township ; Calvin 
died  in  infancy ; Philena  is  the  wife  of  Eugene 
Poole,  of  New  York  City;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
Alfed  Dailey,  a railroad  employe  living  at  Mata- 
moras, Penn. ; Rolandus  is  the  wife  of  Ebenezer 
Tyler,  of  Lackawaxen ; Ferdinandus  married  Kate 
Comfort,  and  lives  at  Westcolang;  Louis  N.,  a 
farmer  of  Lackawaxen  township,  married  Dottie 
Eldred ; and  Arthur  D.  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years. 

B.  F.  Holbert,  our  subject,  is  a native  of  Lack- 
awaxen township,  Pike  county,  born  May  15,  1851, 
and  there  grew  to  manhood.  In  Ulster  county, 
N.  Y.,  he  was  married,  July  2,  1872,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Furman,  who  was  born  September  20,  1850, 
a daughter  of  William  and  Phoebe  (Van  Wagener) 
Furman,  natives  of  Ulster  county.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  two  children : Candace,  born 

July  5,  1874,  is  telegrapher  and  stenographer  for 
R.  H.  D.  Siedenburg  & Co.,  Cotton  Exchange,  New 
York  City;  Otis  R.,  born  July  13,  1875,  married 
Clara  Buchanan,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  has  one 
child,  Earl  B.  In  early  life  Mr.  Holbert  followed 
lumbering  in  Lackawaxen  township,  but  in  1882 
he  moved  with  his  family  to  Matamoras  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  with 
which  he  is  still  connected.  He  has  always  been  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  while  a resident  of  Lackawaxen  town- 
ship served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of 
constable  eleven  years,  and  collector  six  years,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  their  entire  satisfaction. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railroad  Trainmen,  also  of  the  A.  L.  of  H.  Re- 
ligiously his  wife  and  daughter  hold  membership 
in  the  Baptist  Church,  while  socially  the.  faffiily  is 
one  of  prominence  in  the  community  where  they 
make  their  home. 

William  Holbert,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Holland,  in  1751,  and  married 
Mary  Showers,  of  the  same  place,  born  in  1752. 
They  came  to  America  in  1773  and  settled  at  Indian 
Orchard,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  In  1775  the  Indians 
took  him  and  a few  other  families,  and  after  burn- 
ing their  buildings  took  them  to  the  Forks,  now 
known  as  Hancock,  where  they  placed  the  women 
and  children  in  a canoe  and  let  them  go.  They 
came  down  to  the  barracks  at  Minisink,  known  now 
as  Carpenter’s  Point.  The  Indians  took  the  men  on 
west  to  what  is  now  known  as  Oneida,  but  they 
succeeded  in  getting  away  from  their  captors,  and 
returned  to  the  barracks.  When  Independence  was 
declared  the  Holberts  went  to  Lackawaxen  and 
bought  the  river  flats  of  Widow  Jones  at  sixpence 
an  acre,  and  then  followed  farming  and  lumbering. 
Mr.  Holbert  furnished  the  lumber  for  the  old  Tren- 
ton bridge  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  in  1803.  He  died  in 
1815,  his  wife  in  1832,  leaving  two  children,  Ben- 
jamin and  Joseph. 
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ELBERTE  E.  WEED,  a representative  farmer 
and  also  a well-known  contractor  and  builder  of 
Wayne  county,  resides  on  the  old  Weed  homestead 
at  Canaan  Corners,  where  he  was  born  January  25, 
1845,  a son  °f  Smith  and  Louisa  (ELoadley)  Weed, 
the  former  a native  of  Horse  Neck,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
latter  of  Branford,  Conn.  Both  died  on  the  farm 
where  our  subject  is  now  living,  the  father  in  Sep- 
tember, 1876,  aged  sixty-five  years,  the  mother  in 
May,  1888,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  and  the  remains 
of  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Canaan  Corners  ceme- 
tery. The  father  was  killed  by  falling  from  a hay 
rigging,  running  a sharp  stick  into  a blood  vessel, 
and  dying  the  same  night.  He  was  a good  mechan- 
ic, serving  as  boss  carpenter  for  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Railroad  Co.,  during  the  construction  of 
their  road  in  1828,  and  he  also  engaged  in  general 
contracting  and  building.  Politically  he  was  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  religiously  was  a faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  his  wife  also  belonged.  To  them  were  born 
two  children : Elberte  E. ; and  Louisa,  wife  of  Hen- 
ry Sampson,  an  employe  of  the  D.  & IT.  R.  R.,  with 
residence  in  Waymart. 

The  father  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Charlotte  Boertre,  of  Sterling,  Penn.,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  Robert  E.  and  Frank- 
lin H.  (twins).  The  former  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
D.  &.  IT.  R.  R.  Co.,  and  the  latter  was  instantly 
killed  hy  the  boiler  of  his  engine  blowing  up  while 
he  was  serving  as  engineer  for  that  company.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  also  twice  married,  her 
first  husband  being  Elisha  Fobes,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children,  Lydia  A.,  who  married  James 
Pugh,  of  New  York  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; and 
John  E.  (also  deceased). 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Abraham  and  Olive  (Price)  Hoadley,  who  were 
married  April  10,  1792,  and  came  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty, in  1823,  spending  their  last  days  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, where  the  grandfather  engaged  in  farming. 
Their  remains  were  interred  in  the  Canaan  Corners 
cemetery.  They  had  eight  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Lucretia  (Mrs. 
Squire  Day),  February,  1793;  John.  P.,  December 
23,  1794;  Miles,  September  4,  1796;  Mrs.  Polly 
Lindsley,  June  17,  1798;  Abigail  B.,  July  27,  1800: 
Betsy,  July  29,  1802;  Lydia  Charlotte  (Mrs.  Will- 
iam Covert),  June  25,  1805;  and  Louisa  A.  (Hod- 
ley)  Weed,  December  5,  1809. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his 
parents  upon  his  present  farm  until  eighteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  Railroad  Co.,  in  the  transportation  de- 
partment, for  two-  years.  Subsequently  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  for  three  terms  in  the  Henry  street 
grammar  school  of  New  York  City,  and  then  com- 
menced clerking  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  John  E. 
Seward,  at  Long  Island,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  After  a few  years  spent  at  home,  he  again 
entered  the  service,  of  the  railroad  company,  as  fire- 
man with  his  brother,  filling  that  position  for  six 


years.  Since  then  he  has  lived  uninterruptedly  upon 
the  old  homestead,  and  in  connection  with  the  culti- 
vation of  his  land  he  works  at  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
In  his  undertakings  he  has  met  with  a well-merited 
success. 

In  New  York  City,  April  20,  1871,  Mr.  Weed 
was  married,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Wetherell,  an  Episcopal 
minister,  to  Miss  Frances  W.  Dudley,  and  they  have 
two  children,  May  L.  and  Clarence  D.,  both  at  home. 
Mrs.  Weed  was  born  January  14,  1848,  in  Manches- 
ter, England,  a daughter  of  Ellis  W.  and  Mary  A. 
(Taylor)  Dudley,  who  on  June  14,  1848,  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  locating  in  New  York  City, 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  until 
called  from  this  life.  The  father,  who  was  a harness 
maker  by  trade,  died  in  August,  1888,  aged  seven- 
ty-two years,  the  mother  on  March  28,  1855,  aged 
thirty-two,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Greenwood 
cemetery,  New  York.  The  former  was  an  Episco- 
palian in  religious  belief,  while  the  latter  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their 
children  were:  Frances  W.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Ellis  E.,  a harness  maker,  of  New  York  City;  Car- 
rie, also  a resident  of  that  place;  and  John  T.,  who 
is  in  the  government  employ  in  New  Pork.  Mrs. 
Weed’s  paternal  great-grandfather,  Gilbert  R.  Dud- 
ley, Sr.,  always  remained  in  England,  as  did  also 
the  grandfather,  Gilbert  Dudley,  Jr.,  who  was  a bar- 
rister. He  married  Mary  Williams,  who  was  born 
in  England,  of  Welsh  ancestry.  The  maternal 
grandparents,  Ralph  and  Fannie  Taylor,  made  their 
home  in  Chathill,  England,  near  the  border  of  Scot- 
land, where  they  had  large  landed  interests. 

Mr.  Weed  is  a sincere  and  worthy  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  takes  an  active  part 
in  its  work,  and  has  served  as  trustee  since  1882. 
The  Prohibition  party  always  finds  in  him  a stanch 
supporter,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  a 
number  of  official  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  hav- 
ing been  justice  of  the  peace  five  years,  and  audi- 
tor, assessor  and  overseer  of  the  poor  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

JOHN  W.  BIDWELL,  a well-known  farmer 
of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the 
honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  his  devotion  to  his 
country  being  tested  not  only  by  service  on  the  field 
of  battle,  but  in  the  still  more  deadly  dangers  of  a 
Southern  prison. 

This  gallant  soldier  is  descended  from  good 
old  Revolutionary  stock,  his  grandfather,  Ephraim 
Bidwell,  having  valiantly  fought  for  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Colonies.  He  was  a pioneer  of  Wayne 
county,  having  in  1800  located  in  the  central  part 
of  Salem  township,  and  later  purchased  land  on 
what  is  now  known  as  Bidwell  Hill,  where  his 
death  occurred.  From  the  virgin  forest  he  de- 
veloped a farm,  and  built  thereon  his  cabin  home. 
His  burial  place,  though  not  exactly  located,  is  on 
the  John  Watson  farm,  near  Hamlinton,  Wayne 
county.  He  married  Dorcas  Andrews  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following  children : Luther,  who 
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made  his  home  in  Salem  township ; Jabez,  who  died 
in  Wayne  county,  where  he  made  his  home  after 
the  age  of  sixteen  years ; Orin,  an  extensive  lumber- 
man of  Salem  township,  now  deceased ; and  Ashbel, 
our  subject’s  father. 

. Ashbel  Bidwell,  the  only  one  of  the  family  born 

in  Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Salem  township, 
December  7,  1802,  and  there  grew  to  manhood, 
with  no  opportunities  of  gaining  an  education,  as 
there  were  no  district  schools  in  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania at  that  time.  For  many  years  he  engaged 
in  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  but  in  1858  sold 
the  place  and  removed  to  Nebraska.  Subsequently 
he  returned  to  Wayne  county  and  bought  a farm 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Salem  township.  He  mar- 
ried Polly  Griffin,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and-  a 
daughter  of  William  ML  Griffin,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Julia,  wife 
of  T.  W.  Conklin,  of  Nebraska;  John  W.,  of  this 
sketch;  S.  L.,  deceased;  Orlando,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ; and  George  M.,  a farmer  of  Salem  town- 
ship. 

John  W.  Bidwell  was  born  in  Salem  township, 
April  13,  1842,  and  like  other  country  boys  attend- 
ed the  common  schools  in  winter  and  assisted  in 
farm  work  during  the  summer  months.  On  Au- 
gust 9,  1862,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  enlisted 
for  nine  months  in  Company  A,  137th  P.  V.  I.,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  re-enlisted  in  Company  L, 
2nd  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery.  He  was  in  the 
engagements  in  the  Wilderness,  at  Cold  Harbor, 
and  at  the  explosion  of  the  mine  before  Petersburg, 
where  all  of  the  commissioned  officers  were  either 
wounded  or  taken  prisoners,  and  Mr.  Bidwell  was 
given  temporary  charge  of  his  company ; he  was 
in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  Antietam,  and 
with  his  regiment  was  detailed  for  duty  on  the 
Weldon  railroad.  Returning  to  Virginia,  they  were 
ordered  across  the  James  river  to  capture  several 
small  forts,  and  while  making  a charge  unon  one  of 
these  Mr.  Bidwell  was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  first 
taken  to  Libby  prison,  then  to  Belle  Isle,  and  for 
six  months  was  confined  within  the  stockade  at 
Salisbury,  N.  C.  He  endured  almost  every  con- 
ceivable hardship ; the  prisoners  burrowed  in  the 
ground  to  find  protection  from  the  rain  and  sun ; 
were  given  but  little  food ; and  great  numbers  died 
from  privations.  About  this  time  10,000  Northern 
prisoners  were  placed  in  this  pen,  and  at  the  end  of 
five  months  only  4,500  were  alive.  While  in  per- 
fect health  our  subject  weighs  nearly  200  pounds, 
but  at  this  time  his  weight  was  reduced  to  seventy- 
five.  In  March,  1865,  he  returned  home,  and  three 
months  later  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
United  States  service. 

At  his  father’s  death  Mr.  Bidwell  received  sev- 
enty-five acres  of  the  old  homestead,  most  of  which 
is  under  cultivation,  and  here  he  is  now  successfully 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  On  March  13, 
1867,  in  Salem  township,  he  was  married,  by  Rev. 
Harvey,  to  Miss  Adelia  Loring,  a daughter  of  Lu- 
ther and  Maria  (Crone)  Loring,  the  former  a na- 


tive of  Monticello,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  of  Pike 
county,  Penn.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Louis  and  Mercy  (Youngs)  Crone,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  Titusville,  Penn.,  the  latter  in  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bid- 
well  have  been  born  two  children:  David  W..  horn 
January  28,  1868,  is  now  postmaster  at  Arlington, 
Penn. ; and  Alice  L.,  born  May  28,  1870,  is  a millin- 
er at  Honesdale.  They  also  have  an  adopted  son, 
Stacy  L.,  a child  of  Sephronus  Bidwell,  deceased, 
who  was  taken  into  their  home  when  a little  child. 

Mr.  Bidwell  has  always  been  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  has  held  the  offices  of  school  director 
and  inspector  of  elections.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  class- 
leader,  trustee  and  steward ; while  socially  he  be- 
longs to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  the  Prisoners  of 
War.  As  a public-spirited  citizen  he  is  thoroughly 
interested  in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  moral, 
intellectual  and  material  welfare  of  tiie  community, 
and  as  a friend  and  neighbor  he  is  worthy  of  the 
high  regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly  held. 

JAMES  PIATT,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  is  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  of  that  locality, 
and  is  recognized  as  an  able  and  successful  manager 
of  large  enterprises,  having  been  frequently  called 
upon  to  take  charge  of  various  important  business 
interests  for  others.  He  is  a man  of  fine  mental 
'ability,  possessing  a remarkable  memory,  and  his 
untiring  industry  has  enabled  him  to  accomplish 
much  in  his  chosen  line  of  effort. 

The  Piatt  family  is  of  French  origin,  the  first 
of  the  name  to  come  to  America  having  been  the 
great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  This  wor- 
thy pioneer  settled  in  New  Jersey  early  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
there,  following  the  weaver’s  trade.  Our  subject’s 
giteat-grandfather  also  resided  in  New  Jersey,  and 
engaged  in  weaving  as  an  occupation.  He  married 
Miss  Ann  Harrison,  a native  of  Ireland,  and  had 
four  sons : Isaiah,  Charles,  Asa  and  Ephraim.  Asa 

Piatt,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  and  married  Miss  Diana  Prost,  also  a 
native  of  that  State.  He  died  in  the  West,  while 
on  an  extended  trip.  She  subsequently  married 
Louis  Fortner,  and  after  his  death  formed  a third 
matrimonial  union,  with  Matthias  Mount,  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier.  She  passed  away  in  Danby, 
Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 
Her  two  children,  both  by  her  first  marriage,  were 
Nancy,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Christopher  P., 
our  subject’s  father. 

The  late  Christopher  P.  Piatt  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  and  accompanied  his  mother  to  a new  home 
in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1804,  being  then  a 
small  child.  In  early  manhood  he  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Rebecca  Morris,  a native  of  New 
Jersey.  Her  parents,  John  and  Catherine  (Me- 
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Kelvy)  Morris,  were  natives  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, respectively,  were  married  in  JNew  Jersey,  and 
settled  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1806.  Our 
.subject’s  father  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  for 
many  years  he  carried  on  farming  on  an  extensive 
scale.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  and 
his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  being  much  esteemed  in  the.  community 
where  they  made  their  home.  He  died  December 
14,  1889,  aged  eighty-seven  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  September  25,  1887,  aged  ninety- four. 
Of  their  large  family  of  children,  the  eldest,  Asa,  born 
December  13,  1821,  married  Miss  Martha  Jones, 
and  settled  in  Southport,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming;  John  M.,  born  January  9,  1823,  mar- 
ried Miss  Hannah  Mingos,  and  is  now  a retired 
farmer,  residing  at  Towanda,  Penn.;  James,  our 
subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below  ;Matthias  M., 
born  July  26,  1826,  married  Mrs.  Ann  Reynolds, 
and  settled  at  Franklin,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged 
in  business  as  a blacksmith;  Arad,  born  June  21, 
1829,  died  in  1851,  unmarried;  Mary  A.,  born  April 
6,  1831,  is  the  widow  of  Lucius  Wadham,  and  re- 
sides at  Danby,  N.  Y. ; Dinah,  born  April  17, 
1833,  married  Josiah  Griffin,  a farmer  near  A'Vells- 
boro,  Penn. ; Christopher  P.,  born  January  6,  1835, 
was  a soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  died  while  held  as  a prisoner  by  the  enemy ; 
Miss  Charlotte  A.,  born  December  14,  1837,  resides 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Tompkins  county,  New 
York. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  25,  1824,  at 
the  old  home  in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  assisting  his  father  in  the  work 
of  the  farm  and  blacksmith  shop.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  went  to  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  to 
learn  the  tanner’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
about  a quarter  of  a century  at  various  places,  and 
for  the  last  fifteen  years  of  that  period  he  was  fore- 
man in  dififerent  tanneries.  In  1854  he  removed 
to  Wayne  county  to  take  charge  of  L.  A.  Robin- 
son's establishment  at  Middle  Valley,  Cherry  Rid^e 
township,  and  after  eight  years  there  took  charge 
of  another  plant  at  Dunning,  Penn.,  for  the  same 
firm.  There  he  spent  two  years,  and  later  he  was 
employed  for  two  years  as  foreman  for  Alva  Dever- 
aux,  at  Deposit,  N.  Y.  He  then  retired  to  his 
present  farm,  which  he  purchased  in  1858.  It  con- 
tains 210  acres  of  excellent  land,  well  adapted  to 
general  crops,  and  he  keeps  it  in  a high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. In  1896  a fire  destroyed  his  dwelling 
house  and  contents,  including  a valuable  library, 
but  he  intends  to  build  a new  residence  on  the  old 
site.  Mr.  Piatt  has  always  taken  keen  interest  in 
public  questions,  and  he  has  been  a supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  ever  since  its  organization, 
but  he  has  steadfastly  declined  to  appear  as  a can- 
didate for  any  official  position.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a Methodist,  and  has  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Church  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

On  July  17,  1850,  our  subject  was  married,  in 
Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  by  Rev.  Alfred  N.  Gardiner, 


a Presbyterian  minister,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hanson, 
and  the  union  was  blessed  with  six  children  : ( 1 ) 

Albert  J.,  born  September  10,  1851,  is  a farmer  in 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Ellen  J.  Reiley,  and  has  five  children, 
James,  William  H.,  Mary  E.,  Rebecca  V.  and  Al- 
bert. (2)  William  FI.,  born  August  20,  1853,  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  C.  Doyle,  who  died  May  18,  1887, 
aged  thirty-one  years  and  eighteen  days.  They 
had  three  children,  Sarah  E.,  Rebecca  C.  and  Char- 
lotte A.,  who  reside  with  their  grandfather.  (3) 
Catherine  R.,  born  May  31,  1856,  died  May  1,  1857. 
(4)  Lyman  L.,  born  May  28,  1859,  died  September 
15,  1884,  unmarried.  (5)  John  C.,  born  June  5, 
1862,  is  not  married,  and  makes  his  home  with  his 
father.  (6)  Rebecca  C.,  born  May  8,  1865,  died 
December  14,  1879. 

Mrs.  Piatt,  who  proved  herself  a true  helpmeet 
to  her  husband,  was  born  July  2,  1825,  in  Greene 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  April  9,  1895.  Her  father, 
Samuel  Hanson,  a native  of  the  Empire  State,  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
1857,  when  he  was  aged  sixty  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Jones,  was  born 
in  England,  and  came  to  America  in  1818  with  an 
uncle,  and  she  survived  her  husband  about  three 
years,  dying  in  i860,  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Mrs. 
Piatt  was  the  eldest  in  their  family,  the  others 
being : Henry,  who  resides  in  Minnesota ; Will- 

iam, a resident  of  Poynette,  Wis. ; Sarah,  wife  of 
Daniel  Cross,  of  Whitewater,  Wis. ; Abba,  who  mar- 
ried Isaac  Chapman,  of  Whitewater,  Wis. ; Lucinda, 
wife  of  John  Beach,  of  Minnesota;  Martha,  wife 
of  Romain  Huff,  of  North  Dakota;  and  Rebecca, 
who  married  Daniel  Guptill,  of  Minnesota. 

FRANK  J.  BELCHER,  the  second  of  three 
enterprising  and  indefatigable  brothers  who  went 
to  Alaska  and  the  Klondike  gold  fields,  was  born 
February  19,  1870,  in  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  a son  of  William  E.  Belcher,  a well- 
known  farmer.  His  education  was  received  in  part 
at  the  district  schools,  which  during  1890  and  1891 
was  supplemented  by  two  terms  at  Stratton’s  Busi- 
ness College,  Chicago. 

At  the  age  af  seventeen  years  Mr.  Belcher  com- 
menced business  life,  for  a time  working  on  a farm, 
but  chiefly  employing'  his  time  at  carpentry  in  Sus- 
quehanna and  Lackawanna  counties.  Later  he  took 
up  contracting,  and  so  continued  until  August,  1894, 
at  which  time  he  set  out  for  that  then  almost  unex- 
plored Territory,  Alaska,  landing  the  following 
September  at  Juneau,  Alaska.  Here  he  remained 
until  March,  1895,  occupying  his  time  chiefly  in 
cutting  wood  by  the  cord,  and  working  out  by  the 
day  in  the  mines.  In  March,  1895,  he  pushed  on 
to  Circle  City,  about  one  thousand  miles  from  Ju- 
neau, arriving  at  his  destination  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  following  May.  From  there  he  set  out  for  the 
Birch  Creek  mines,  some  eighty  miles  distant,  and  at 
this  place  contracted  to  represent  a claim  for  a half- 
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interest  belonging  to  other  parties.  Here  within  two 
months  Mr.  Belcher  became  the  owner  of  half-inter- 
ests in  three  adjoining  claims,  and  came  to  be  con- 
sidered the  leader  and  the  most  successful  who  en- 
tered the  Birch  Creek  mining  district  that  year. 
That  season  they  had  to  whip-saw  all  their  lumber, 
and  bring  their  supplies  from  Circle  City,  “pack- 
ing” them  on  their  backs — and  this  on  a rugged 
perilous  journey  of  eighty  miles. 

Next  year  (1896)  Mr.  Belcher  secured  inter- 
ests in  four  other  creeks  or  gulches,  also  in  a store, 
which  latter,  however,  he  did  not  hold  very  long, 
preferring  to  sell  out  so  that  he  might  the  better  be 
enabled  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  his  mining  in- 
trests.  During  most  part  of  this  summer  he  was  laid 
up  with  blood  poisoning  in  his  right  hand. 

At  this  period  in  the  history  of  Alaska  there  was 
no  real  municipal  government,  merely  a sort  of  au- 
tonomy, and  there  were  no  educational  institutions ; 
so  the  citizens  of  Circle,  during  the  winter  of  1895- 
96,  established  a free  school,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment supplying  the  teachers.  Mr.  Belcher  took  a 
lively  interest  in  that  and  every  other  movement, 
and  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  school  board. 
Being  a recognized  leader,  he  also  frequently  acted 
as  judge,  for  this  little  “self-government”  held  its 
own  courts. 

In  the  fall  of  1896  our  subject  sent  a man  to 
the  Klondike  to  invest ; but  hearing  nothing  from 
him,  he  on  February  4,  1897,  started  out  himself, 
traveling  some  400  miles  on  the  ice  up  the  Yukon 
river,  and  on  his  arrival  at  the  Klondike  he  found 
that  this  man  had  purchased  a claim  on  Bonanza 
creek.  Selling  this,  our  subject  bought  a claim  on 
Eldorado  creek,  running  in  debt  $18,000,  to  be  paid 
in  ninety-five  days.  Although  it  was  winter-time, 
he  worked  the  claim  right  along,  and  so  successfully 
that  at  the  end  of  ninety  days  he  was  able  to  pay  off 
the  indebtedness.  Here  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid 
fever,  and  reported  "dead  sick’’  all  summer.  Not  re- 
covering sufficiently  to  be  moved  to  the  steamer 
before  the  close  of  navigation,  he  was  compelled  to 
remain  in  the  country  another  winter,  and  in  a short 
time  was  taken  with  scurvey  and  inflammation  of 
the  kidneys,  which  kept  him  confined  to  his  bed 
until  March  of  the  following  year  (1898);  in  the 
meantime  he  had  been  given  up  by  his  physician. 
His  expenses  during  his  first  illness  averaged  $70 
per  day.  In  September,  1898,  he  left  Dawson  to 
bring  home  his  younger  brother,  who  had  just  been 
stricken  with  typhoid  fever,  from  home  went  to  Eng- 
land on  business,  and  in  February  once  more  set 
out  for  the  Klondike,  his  interests  there  at  this  time 
requiring  his  personal  attention.  On  this  trip  he 
had  to  travel  over  the  frozen  snow,  about  600  miles, 
with  dog-sleighs,  making  the  distance  in  twelve 
days.  In  November,  1899,  he  once  more  came  to 
his  old  home  in  South  Gibson,  Penn.,  where  he  is 
at  present  sojourning.  It  is  his  purpose  to,  in  the 
future,  visit  the  Klondike  every  spring,  and  return 
to  Pennsylvania  each  winter.  He  has  also  interests 
in  Oregon,  and  altogether  has  been  a successful 
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man.  He  is  a pronounced  advocate  of  temperance, 
and  socially  is  modest  and  unassuming. 

Oscar  C.  Belcher,  eldest  brother  of  Frank  J., 
was  born  January  21,  1867,  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  was 
educated  at  the  district  schools,  his  spare  time  being 
occupied  on  the  home  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen he  commenced  for  himself,  working  for  farm- 
ers during  the  summer  and  attending  school  in  the 
winter  season,  which  arrangement  continued  about 
three  years.  lie  then  took  a three-terms’  course  at 
the  Chili  Seminary,  near  Rochester,  N.'  Y.,  after 
which  he  clerked  in  a general  store  at  South  Gibson 
some  two  years.  Following  this  he  had  an  interest 
in  a store  at  Forest  City;  then  in  the  spring  of  1891 
he  went  to  Oregon,  where  he  homesteaded  160  acres 
of  land,  and  lived  until  1897.  In  that  year  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Dawson  City  to  join  his  brother  Frank  J. 
in  the  mining  business,  and  he  is  the  owner  of  sev- 
eral promising  claims.  He  is  still  in  the  Klondike 
regions,  and  his  industry  and  perseverance  well 
merit  all  the  success  that  may  come  to  him.  He  has 
lately  recovered  from  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever. 

Horace  Grf.eley  Belcher,  the  youngest  of  the 
three  brothers,  was  born  February  3,  1873,  at  the 
family  home  in  Gibson  township,  and  his  earlier 
education  was  received  at  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  while  at  the  same  time  he  helped  in 
the  working  of  the  home  farm.  He  is  a graduate  of 
the  South  Gibson  high  school,  and  he  also  attended 
the  Keystone  Academy  two  terms.  . At  the  age  of 
twenty-three,  in  the  spring  of  1896,  he  set  out  to 
join  his  brother  Frank  J.  at  Birch  Creek,  where  he 
became  interested  with  the  latter  in  several  Eagle 
Creek  claims.  At  the  end  of  a year,  receiving  the 
sad  intelligence  that  his  brother  Frank  J.  lay  at  the 
point  of  death,  he  hastened  to  Dawson,  after  his- 
brother’s  recovery  becoming  interested  in  various 
claims,  and  he  has  never  revisited  Eagle  creek.  Dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1898  he  was  taken  very  ill  with 
fever,  and  consequently  returned  to  his  Pennsylvania 
home;  but  in  the  spring  of  1899  he  once  more  jour- 
neyed to  Dawson,  and  is  living  there  at  the  present 
time. 

ENOS  POTTER,  an  industrious  and  thorough 
farmer  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  may  be 
properly  ranked  among  its  self-made  men,  for  he 
began  his  career  in  limited  circumstances,  and  by 
hard  labor,  perseverance  and  enterprise  has  steadily 
worked  his  way  upward  until  he  is  now  one  of  the 
prosperous  and  representative  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Potter  was  born  in  Middlesex  county,. 
Conn.,  September  3,  1828,  a son  of  Enos  and  Al- 
mira (Pease)  Potter,  of  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  who 
came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1838,  and  took  up 
their  residence  upon  a farm  in  Salem  township. 
They  were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was 
first  a Democrat  and  later  a Republican.  He  died 
1 in  1858,  aged  seventy  years,  his  wife  in  September,. 
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1856,  aged  fifty  years  and  six  months,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  the  Salem  cemetery. 
He  was  one  of  the  defenders  of  his  country  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  was  the  son  of  a Revolutionary 
soldier,  his  parents  being  Ezra  and  Ann  Potter. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  fifth  in  the  order  of 
birth  in  the  family,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Mary  A.,  the  widow  of  Gilson  Mitchell,  of  Wayne 
county;  George,  deceased  in  1895,  who  married 
Maria  Morrison,  also  deceased;  Francis,  who  mar- 
ried and  is  now  deceased ; David,  deceased,  who 
married  Jane  Arnold,  now  a resident  of  Moodus, 
Conn. ; Nancy,  widow  of  Jacob  Burley,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ; Anthony,  a carpenter  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
Penn.,  who  married  Julia  Kiblfer,  now  deceased,  and 
Dora,  who  married  Ferdinand  Steele,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  now  deceased. 

Until  his  marriage  Enos  Potter  remained  upon 
the  home  farm.  On  October  17,  1848,  in  Salem 
township,  he  wedded  Miss  Matilda  Mathews,  who 
was  born  in  that  township  February  5,  1827,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Laura  Mathews,  and  died 
April  23,  1890,  being  buried  in  Salem  cemetery. 
The  following  children  came  to  this  union : Gib- 

son N.,  born  October  11,  1849,  deceased;  Fran- 
cis U.,  born  September  19,  1851,  married  Katie 
Anderson,  and  lives  in  Scranton,  Penn;  Horatio  G., 
born  March  23,  1853,  married  Emma  Mombecker, 
and  lives  in  Scranton;  Almira  L.,  born  January  20, 
1855,  died  when  young;  Mary  E.,  born  December 
4,  1857,  Charles  W.,  born  February  26,  1859,  Clara 
L.,  born  October  9,  i860,  and  Flora  J.,  born  August 
9,  1864,  all  died  when  young;  Dora  S.,  born  Janu- 
ary 16,  1867,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Brown,  a farmer 
and  carpenter  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county; 
Clarence  E.,  born  June  23,  1869,  is  a painter  living 
in  Scranton ; Elray  C.,  born  October  29,  1870, 
married  Edith  Howe,  and  is  a painter  and  decora- 
tor, residing  at  home.  Mr.  Potter  was  again  mar- 
ried, March  30,  1892,  in  Paupack  township,  Wayne 
county,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mary  J. 
Harrison,  who  died  March  6,  1895,  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years,  and  was  buried  in  Wilkes  Barre, 
Pennsylvania. 

After  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Potter  purchased 
thirty-one  acres  of  his  present  farm,  on  which  he 
made  a payment,  but  he  was  twelve  years  in  paying 
off  the  $350  which  it  cost  him.  However,  he  now 
owns  sixty-five  acres,  entirely  free  from  debt  and 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  At  the  time  of 
the  purchase  there  was  an  unfinished  building  stand- 
ing upon  the  place,  but  to-day  is  one  of  the 
best  improved  and  most  desirable  farms  of  the 
locality. 

On  November  16,  1862,  Mr.  Potter  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  IT.  Ste- 
vens, for  nine  months,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
was  honorably  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  but 
he  subsequently  re-enlisted,  becoming  a member  of 
the  1 1 2th  P.  V.  I.,  with  which  he  was  mustered  out 
at  Philadelphia,  January  29,  1866.  O11  account  of 

lung  trouble  he  was  confined  at  the  hospital  at  City 


Point  for  two  weeks,  and  Alexandria,  Ya.,  for  four 
weeks.  On  rejoining  his  command  he  cooked  for 
the  officers  most  of  the  time  until  finally  discharged 
from  the  service  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  Salem  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in 
religious  connection,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  his  community,  and  has  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

ANSON  WHEELER,  one  of  the  wide-awake 
and  progressive  farmers  of  Clinton  township,  has 
throughout  his  entire  life  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  Wayne  county. 

The  first  of  the  Wheeler  family  of  whom  we 
have  authentic  record  was  Benjamin  Wheeler,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  who  was  a native  of  Win- 
sted,  Conn.,  and  late  in  life  became  a pioneer  set- 
tler of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn. 
His  son  Nathan,  also  a native  of  Winsted,  was  mar- 
ried in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  to 
Emily  Tanner,  of  New  York  State,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children : Anson,  the  sub- 

ject of  this  sketch;  Heman  J.,  born  in  1831;  Jan- 
ette, widow  of  Jacob  Wagner,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Alman,  a resident  of  Wyoming  Valley,  Penn. ; and 
Sylvester,  of  Port  Jervis,  New  York. 

In  Mt.  Pleasant  township  Anson  Wheeler  was 
born  March  4,  1829,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
went  to  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  at  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  for  six  years,  later  following  the 
same  occupation  for  one  and  one-half  years  at  Haw- 
ley, Wayne  county.  He  was  married,  October  21, 
1852,  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  by  Rev.  William  Wyatt, 
to  Miss  Harriet  C.  Norton,  and  one  daughter  blesses 
this  union,  Sarah  Freeman,  who  was  born  December 
28,  1854,  and  was  married  January  21,  1892,  to 
Henry  C.  Ames,  a banker  of  Waymart,  Wayne 
county.  In  1854  Mr.  Wheeler  took  charge  of  a 
shop  in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county,  which 
he  operated  for  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
laying  aside  all  personal  interests  to  enter  the 
service  of  his  country  as  a member  of  Company  D, 
97th  P.  V.  I.  When  the  war  was  over  he  returned 
to  his  family,  who  were  then  living  in  Waymart, 
and  soon  afterward  purchased  the  A.  W.  Norton 
homestead  in  Clinton  township,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. Mr.  Wheeler  is  a stanch  adherent  of  Re- 
publican principles,  and  gives  his  support  to  all 
measures  which  he  believes  calculated  tO'  advance 
the  general  welfare  or  promote  the  prosperity  of 
his  native  county. 

Mrs.  Wheeler  is  also  a representative  of  an 
honored  pioneer  family  of  Wayne  county.  Her 
grandfather,  Levi  Norton,  who  was  born  in  Goshen, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  May  13,  1759,  when  sixteen 
years  of  age  went  as  a substitute  for  his  older  brother 
Samuel  to  defend  New  York,  enlisting  in  the  Light 
Horse,  and  was  a member  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam’s 
staff.  When  discharged,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
received  in  return  for  his  services  “pay  certificates,” 
government  scrip  which  was  then  valueless.  In 
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the  spring  of  1783  he  went  to  Winchester  township, 
now  West  Winsted,  Conn.,  where  he  purchased  300 
acres  of  land.  The  following  year  he  married 
Olive  Wheeler  and  removed  to  his  new  purchase, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1812.  The 
names  and  dates  of  birth  of  his  children  are  as  fol- 
lows: Warren  W.,  November  12,  1785;  Alva  W., 

August  10,  1791;  Sheldon,  November  20,  1793; 
Clarissa,  March  28,  1796;  and  Samuel,  June  11, 
1799.  In  company  with  others,  Levi  Norton  came 
to  Pennsylvania  in  September,  1810,  in  search  of  a 
location  far  from  the  severe  Puritanic  rule  of  Con- 
necticut. After  a thorough  examination  of  this 
section  of  the  State  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  and 
in  return  for  the  “pay  certificates’’  received  nine 
tracts  of  land  in  what  is  now  Clinton  township, 
W ayne  county.  In  1811  he  fitted  out  his  son  Alva 
W.  and  started  him  for  his  newly  acquired  prop- 
erty. He  entered  Wayne  county  on  Christmas 
Day.  While  traveling  through  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship he  met  a young  man  who  had  been  sent  out 
with  sheep,  and  together  they  came  to  Clinton 
township,  where  they  built  a cabin  10x12  feet,  near 
where  the  Baptist  Church  now  stands.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  a large  colony  of  Connecticut  peo- 
ple arrived  in  the  county,  including  Levi  Norton  and 
the  remainder  of  his  family. 

Alva  W.  Norton  received  his  early  instruction 
under  Mr.  Beach,  a Presbyterian  minister.  He 
completed  his  education  at  the  Winsted  high  school, 
where  he  was  fitted  to  become  a civil  engineer,  and 
after  coming  to  Pennsylvania  he  did  considerable 
surveying,  locating  coal  lands  and  new  roads,  and 
was  also  one  of  the  surveyors  sent  out  to  determine 
the  boundary  lines  between  the  counties  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania.  O11  November  21,  1816,  Mr.  Nor- 
ton married  Miss  Sallie  Freeman,  and  to  their  union 
came  the  following  children : Emily  A.,  born  Oc- 

tober 3,  1817;  Olive  A.,  born  November  20,  1819, 
who  died  July  12,  1890;  Maria  S.,  born  January  5, 
1822,  who  died  November  29,  1862;  Lucius  F., 
born  February  9,  1824,  who  died  March  12,  1890; 
and  Harriet  C.,  born  June  13,  1827,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  July  5,  1881,  and  the  mother  November  9, 
1869. 

DAVID  M.  STALKER.  The  splendid  farm 
owned  by  this  gentleman  in  Manchester  township, 
Wayne  county,  is  a standing  monument  to  his  in- 
dustry, perseverance  and  good  management. 

Mr.  Stalker  is  a native  son  of  the  county,  born 
in  Damascus  township,  in  September,  1861,  and 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  is  the  birthplace  of 
his  parents,  David  and  Harriet  (Rog'is)  Stalker, 
who  continued  to  reside  there  for  some  time  after 
their  marriage  and  then  removed  to  Damascus 
township.  In  the  latter  place  the  father  owned 
property,  which  he  sold  in  1862,  purchasing  an  im- 
proved farm  of  100  acres  in  Manchester  township, 
to  the  further  development  and  cultivation  of 
which  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  with  good 


results.  He  has  erected  upon  the  place  a pleasant 
residence  and  substantial  outbuildings,  and  the  well- 
tilled  fields  testify  to  his  thrift  and  industry.  He 
and  his  wife  still  live  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
labor,  and  in  their  declining  years  are  surrounded 
by  a loving  family  and  many  friends.  To  this 
worthy  couple  came  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  all  born  in  Wayne  county : ( 1 ) 

Gordon  S.,  born  in  1854,  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  in  early  life  and  for  some  time  lived  in  the 
oil  regions  of  this  State,  doing  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  erecting  derricks.  He  also  bought  a farm 
in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  upon  which 
he  made  many  improvements  in  the  way  of  build- 
ings, but  later  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  now 
owns  property  and  is  successfully  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, his  home  being  at  Summit  City.  In  1881  he 
married  a Miss  Bush,  of  Wayne  county,  who  died 
after  a short  married  life,  leaving  one  son,  Royal, 
and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  -a  Michigan 
lady.  (2)  Eugene  S.,  born  in  1858,  married  Mary 
Purdy,  of  Wayne  county,  by  whom  he  has  two  chil- 
dren, Earl  and  Bertha.  He  moved  to  Arkansas, 
later  to  Indian  Territory,  and  then  back  to  Arkan- 
sas, where  he  now  resides.  (3)  David  M.  is  next 
in  the  family.  (4)  Amanda  died  at  die  age  of 
six  years.  (5)  Emma  Viola,  born  in  1865,  is 
with  her  parents.  (6)  Russell  E.,  born  in  1871, 
was  married  in  1896  to  Ella  Skinner,  of  Manches- 
ter township,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Arthur  R., 
and  they  now  reside  at  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  business. 

In  Manchester  township  David  M.  Stalker 
grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
took  charge  of  his  father’s  farm  while  the  latter 
was  in  the  oil  regions,  and  since  then  has  engaged  in 
business  on  his  own  account.  In  1883  he  purchased 
sixty-two  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  and  later 
bought  102  acres  of  partially  improved  land  known 
as  the  Weston  farm,  making  in  all  164  acres,  which 
to-day  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
improved.  In  1891  he  erected  thereon  a fine  two- 
story  residence,  with  all  modern  improvements,  and 
four  years  later  built  a most  convenient  and  substan- 
tial! barn,  so  that  he  now  owns  one  of  the  hand- 
somest homes  and  best  farms  in  Manchester  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Stalker  was  married,  in  1886,  to  Miss 
Zelma  Braman,  a daughter  of  Hamilton  and  Jane- 
Braman,  honored  pioneers  and  prominent  citizens 
of  Manchester  township,  and  three  children  have 
blessed  this  union:  Reuben  J.,  born  July  21,  1887; 

Gale  H.,  November  7,  1889;  and  Orman  C.,  May 
5,  1895.  The  young  couple  began  their  domestic 
life  in  the  village  of  Braman,  where  onr  subject 
worked  in  the  brush  handle  factory  for  two  years, 
and  then  moved  to  Long  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
engaged  in  quarrying  stone  for  two  and  one-half 
years.  In  1891  he  located  upon  his  farm,  and  has 
since  given  his  attention  to  its  operation.  Through 
his  own  efforts  he  has  become  quite  well-to-do,  and 
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he  always  cheerfully  gives  his  support  to  all  enter- 
prises for  the  good  of  the  community.  Politically 
lie  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  has  held 
the  office  of  supervisor  of  Manchester  township 
one  term,  and  is  a school  director  at  the  present 
time.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  improved  Or- 
der of  Red  Men,  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  the 
Farmers’  Alliance  of  Wayne  county;  and  in  re- 
ligious faith  he  and  his  wife  both  hold  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Equinunk. 
His  public  and  private  duties  have  always  been  dis- 
charged with  fidelity,  and  he  is  worthy  to  be  classed 
among  the  best  citizens  of  his  community. 

AUGUSTUS  WOOD  is  a well-known  and 
representative  lumberman  and  farmer  of  Berlin 
township,  who  throughout  life  has  been  identified 
with  the  industrial  interests  of  Wayne  county. 
Upon  his  farm  is  a good  residence,  flanked  by  a 
substantial  barn  and  various  other  outbuildings  re- 
quired by  the  progressive  agriculturist.  As  a tiller 
of  the  soil  he  is  thorough  and  skillful,  and  in  his 
business  ventures  has  met  with  a fair  degree  of 
success. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Wood  was 
born  in  Damascus,  in  September,  1844.  His  father 
was  born  at  Fishkill-on-the-Hudson,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  and  in  Binghamton,  that  State, 
he  married  Miss  Mary  Bigsby.  Subsequently  he 
purchased  a farm  near  Atco,  in  Damascus  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  cleared  the  land  and  there 
reared  his  family  of  five  children.  Upon  this  place 
both  he  and  his  wife  died  some  years  ago. 

Augustus  Wood  is  the  eldest  of  their  children. 
(2)  Moses  A.,  born  in  Damascus  township,  enlisted 
at  the  President's  first  call  for  troops  to  aid  in  put- 
ting down  the  Rebellion,  and,  as  a member  of  the 
84th  P.  V.  L,  he  participated  in  many  important 
engagements.  He  was  taken  prisoner  and  incar- 
cerated at  Asbury  prison  for  seven  months,  being 
almost  starved  to  death.  He  re-enlisted  as  a vet- 
eran, and  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  Fie  married  Betsy  Ferguson,  of  Wayne 
county,  and  they  now  reside  in  Duck  Harbor,  same 
county.  Their  children  are  George,  Edward,  Alex- 
ander, David  and  Mary.  (3)  Elizabeth  is  now  the 
widow  of  James  Knepp,  of  Damascus.  (4)  An- 
geline  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Walford,  a lumberman 
of  Tionesta,  Forest  Co.,  Penn.,  and  they  have  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Adda  Saltsgiver  and  Mrs.  Nettie 
Nepp.  (5)  Malissa  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Law- 
son,  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  his  native  township  Augustus  Wood  passed 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  as  he  attended  the  local 
schools  only  for  a few  winters  his  literary  education 
was  rather  limited.  When  a young  man,  during 
the  Civil  war,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  118th 
P.  V.  I.,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  under  command  of  Gen.  Grant.  His  first 
engagement  was  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  where 
the  losses  on  both  sides  were  heavy.  He  was  then 
in  the  campaign  around  Petersburg,  and  while 


tearing  up  the  Danville  railroad,  in  September,  1864, 
his  left  arm  was  pierced  by  a minie  ball,  necessi- 
tating amputation  immediately  on  the  battle  field. 
He  was  then  taken  to  City  Point  hospital  and  later 
to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  remained  until  hos- 
tilities ceased,  being  honorably  discharged  in  that 
city  in  July,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  home. 

In  1866  Mr.  Wood  wedded  Miss  Barbara  Hier, 
of  New  York  City,  and  soon  afterward  fie  purchased 
a farm  in  Berlin  township  adjoining  that  of  John 
Perkin,  but  subsequently  sold  that  place  and  bought 
Mrs.  Hiram  Branning’s  farm,  where  he  still  resides. 
Six  children  have  come  to  brighten  the  household : 
William  A.,  born  in  Berlin  township,  married  Annie 
White,  of  Milanville,  Wayne  county,  by  whom  he 
has  one  child,  Jessie  Ruth,  and  they  now  reside  in 
Pike  county,  Penn.  Alfred,  born  in  Damascus 
township,  married  Minna  Skinner,  of  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  resides  in  Hawley,  Pen'n.,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  business.  John,  born  in  Damas- 
cus, in  August,  1873,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Berlin  township,  and  is  still  at  home. 
Harry,  Frank  and  Mabel  are  also  under  the  pa- 
rental roof. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Wood  is  an  honored  member 
of  Capt.  Ham  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Honesdale,  and 
politically  is  a stanch  Republican,  taking  a deep  and 
commendable  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  is  cer- 
tainly deserving  of  honorable  mention  in  a work 
of  this  character,  for  he  is  not  only  one  of  the 
highly  respected  citizens  of  the  county,  but  was 
also  one  of  the  brave  defenders  of  the  Union  during 
the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war.  His  parents  are 
both  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

HENRY  A.  SPENCER,  a highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, was  born  there  October  21,  1824,  and  is  de- 
scended from  good  old  New  England  stock.  His 
great-grandfather  was  William  Spencer.  His 
grandfather,  Jeremiah  Spencer,  a native  of  New 
Hampshire,  was  captain  of  a company  in  the  Co- 
lonial army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was- 
in  Col.  Ashley’s  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Benning- 
ton, Vt.  He  married  Tirzah  Ashley,  a sister  of  the 
Colonel.  About  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 
century  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  made  the  first  clearing  in  Springville  township, 
his  home  being  near  the  present  site  of  the  village 
of  Lynn.  Here  this  worthy  pioneer  died  in  1825. 
His  children,  who  are  all  now  deceased,  were 
as  follows  : Daniel ; Usebia,  wife  of  Squire  Avery  ; 

Susana,  the  first  wife  of  Thomas  Ivassedy;  Eunice, 
wife  of  Abel  Marcy,  this  being  the  first  couple  ever 
married  in  Springville  township;  Betsy,  wife  of 
Elijah  Avery;  Annie,  the  second  wife  of  Thomas 
Kassedy;  and  Francis,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Francis  Spencer  was  born  in  Claremont,  N.  H., 
January  2,  1787,  and  was  twelve  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  For  many  years  he  followed  farming  in 
Springville  township,  and  was  one  of  the  most  in- 
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fluential  and  prominent  citizens  of  that  locality. 
He  served  as  county  surveyor  for  some  years ; was 
the  first  postmaster  of  the  village  of  Springville ; 
was  also  assessor  for  a number  of  terms ; and  a 
member  of  the  election  board.  Politically  he  was 
first  a Whig,  and  later  a Republican.  In  Susque- 
hanna county  he  married  Naomi  Lyman,  a daugh- 
ter of  Gideon  and  Dolly  (Spencer)  Lyman.  She 
was  born  in  Weathersfield,  Vt.,  June  22,  1789,  and 
died  August  20,  1859.  Mr.  Spencer  died  in  Ab- 
ington,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  January  1,  1869, 
They  had  . a large  family  of  children,  namely : 
Naomi,  deceased  wife  of  Frederick  M.  Hepburn, 
of  Tunkhannock,  Penn. ; Eunice,  who  died  unmar- 
ried May  11,  1840;  Benjamin  N.  (deceased),  who 
was  a shoemaker  by  trade  and  lived  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, later  in  Wisconsin;  Francis,  a Methodist  Epis- 
copal minister,  who  died  in  Lanesboro,  Penn. ; 
Mary  Ann  (deceased),  who  married  (first)  B.  H. 
Cogswell,  of  Springville,  and  (second)  H.  M. 
Whitney;  Henry  A.,  our  subject;  Lyman  C.,  a 
farmer  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  died  in  Albany, 
N.  \.;  Hume,  who  died  in  infancy;  Eveline,  who 
married  (first)  Ashley  Brooks,  and  (second)  Jonas 
Stanton,  of  Brooklyn,  Penn. ; and  Caroline,  Eve- 
line’s twin  sister,  who  married  Elias  Reynolds,  of 
Factoryville,  Penn.,  and  is  now  matron  of  Bucknell 
University. 

Henry  A.  Spencer,  our  subject,  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming 
counties,  and  received  a common-school  education. 
At  the  age  of  six  years  he  went  to  live  with  an  aunt 
and  uncle,'  where  he  remained  until  attaining  his 
majority,  and  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself 
as  a farm  hand.  I11  1881  he  located  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Suringville  township,  where  his  son  had 
purchased  forty-three  acres  of  land,  nearly  all  of 
which  was  under  cultivation.  For  five  weeks  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  gov- 
ernment, building  barracks  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
but  with  that  exception  he  has  always  engaged  in 
farming  and  painting  in  Springville  township. 

On  November  19,  1852,  in  New  Brunswick, 

N.  J.,  Air.  Spencer  married  Miss  Sarah  R.  Smith, 

whom  he  had  never  met  until  the  day  of  their  mar- 
riage. She  was  born  December  10,  1824,  in  Bloom- 
ingdale,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth (Storey)  Smith,  natives  of  Scotland,  and  died 
December  18.  1890.  She  was  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a most  estima- 
ble lady.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born 
eight  children,  as— follows : David  Smith,  born 

January  31,  1854,  is  now  a Methodist  Episcopal 
missionary  in  Japan;  Sarah  died  in  infancy;  John 

O.  is  also  a missionary  of  the  same  denomination 
in  Japan ; George  C.  died  in  Houstonville,  Wash- 
ington Co.,  Penn.,  Januarv  2,  1892;  Mary  Jenette, 
born  August  21,  1861,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years : William  E.,  who  resides  with  his  father, 
married  Emma  Eggleston,  of  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  and  is  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Lynn; 
Alice  L.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  S.  Wilcox,  of 


Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn. ; and  the  youngest 
died  in  infancy. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Spencer  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  he  has  been  honored  with  a num- 
ber of  local  offices,  serving  as  a member  of  the 
election  board,  auditor  of  his  township,  constable 
and  assessor  for  one  year  each.  Fraternally  he  is 
a member  of  the  Grange,  and  religiously  he  has 
been  a sincere  and  faithful  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  for  over  half  a century,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  has  served  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sabbath-school,  and  is  now  trustee  of  the 
Church.  Upright  and  honorable  in  all  things,  he 
has  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  tellow 
men,  and  has  always  been  willing  to  assist  those 
less  fortunate  than  himself. 

JOHN  W.  VAN  VLIET.  Among  the  first 
settlers  on  the  Delaware  river  near  Stroudsburg, 
Monroe  county,  was  Dyrick  Van  Vliet,  a native  of 
Holland,  who  passed  his  remaining  years  in  that 
locality,  and  died  in  1744,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred at  Stroudsburg.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  had  three  sons,  Joseph,  Derick  and  Charrick. 
Charrick  Van  Vliet,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  near  Stroudsburg,  and  resided 
at  the  present  homestead  in  Stroud  township,  which 
he  purchased  from  William  Penn.  Fie  was  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  as  was  also  his  brother  Joseph. 

Derick  Van  Vliet  (son  of  Charrick),  our  sub- 
ject’s grandfather,  passed  his  entire  life  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  built  the  stone  house  now  occupied 
by  our  subject.  He  married  Rachel  Staples,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Staples,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and 
had  eight  children,  of  whom  our  subject's  father, 
Charrick  Van  Vliet,  was  the  youngest.  Marion, 
born  on  the  present  homestead,  married  a Mr.  Bow- 
man, of  Wayne  county;  Amanda  is  the  widow  of 
Rufus  Bennett,  who  died  in  Wayne  county;  Anna 
is  the  wife  of  John  Randsburry,  of  Stroud  township,  - 
where  they  both  died;  Rebecca  married  John  Van 
Vliet,  of  Stroud  township,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased; Elizabeth  married  Major  Berry,  and  moved 
to  Kansas,  where  they  both  died ; John  S.  married 
Susan  LaBar,  of  Stroud  township,  and  settled  upon 
a farm  in  that  township,  where  he  spent  his  last 
days ; Richard  married  Jane  Griffin,  of  Stroud 
township,  where  he  followed  farming  for  some 
years,  later  removing  to  Stroudsburg',  where  he 
died. 

Charrick  Van  Vliet  (2),  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  at  the  present  homestead  in  1806,  and 
after  receiving  a good  common-school  education  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  The  farm  was 
left  him  by  his  father’s  will,  and  he  always  resided 
there.  He  also  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in  Pal- 
myra township,  Wayne  county,  and  for  many  years 
he  rafted  lumber  down  the  Lackawaxen  to  the 
Delaware  for  the  Eastern  markets,  while  the  lum- 
ber from  his  lands  in  Monroe  county  was  rafted 
down  the  Analomink  creek  to  the  Delaware,  and 
sent  to  Philadelphia.  In  1831  he  married  Miss 
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Hannah  Berry.  He  died  in  1844,  his  wife  in 
March,  1897I  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six 
years. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of 
seven  children.  (2)  Warren,  born  in  1833,  grew 
to'  manhood  at  the  old  farm,  and  now  resides  in 
East  Stroudsburg.  He  married  (first)  Miss  Sarah 
Dunlap,  of  Monroe  county,  and  (second)  Miss 
Ellen  Kelly,  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county. 
By  the  first  union  he  had  one  child,  Elizabeth,  and 
by  the  second  there  were  two  sons,  Edward,  a resi- 
dent of  Stroudsourg,  and  Charrick,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in.  Carbon  county,  Penn.  (3)  Sarah 
J.,  born  in  1835,  married  J.  G.  Angle,  of  Stroud 
township,  and  died  leaving  two  children,  (a)  Lulu, 
who  married  Eugene  Kinney,  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  later  of  Pike  county, 
and  has  one  daughter;  and  (b)  George  Angle, 
who  resides  with  his  father.  (4)  Milton,  who 
did  not  marry,  was  a soldier  in  the  Union 
army,  but  returned  home  with  his  health 
undermined,  and  died  in  1864.  (5)  Martin  is  a 

bricklayer  in  Louisa  county,  Iowa.  He  married 
Miss  Susanna  Stewart,  of  Pike  county,  and  has 
several  children.  (6)  Mary  married  Jacob  Shuper, 
of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  and  they 
now  reside  on  a farm  in  Louisa  county,  Iowa.  They 
have  two  sons,  Daniel  and  John.  (7)  Lydia  A. 
married  Wiliam  M.  Lader,  of  Albion,  Calhoun  Co., 
Michigan. 

John  W.  Van  Vliet,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  May,  1832,  in  the  old  stone 
house  in  which  he  now  resides.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality,  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Co.  as  a conductor.  He  ran  the  first  coal 
train  from  Port  Beanchard  to  Hawley  over  the 
Gravity  road,  and  later  on,  in  1854,  he  was  em- 
ployed on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
R.  R.  from  Scranton  to  the  junction  of  the  Jersey 
Central,  remaining  one  year.  In  1858  he  con- 
tracted for  building  a portion  of  the  Bloomsburg 
road,  grading  the  road  and  laying  the  ties  and  rails. 
He  also  built  several  miles  of  the  Lackawanna  road, 
where  he  had  large  investments.  For  a number 
of  years  he  was  one  of  the  leading  contractors  in 
railroad  work,  and  he  made  and  lost  a large  amount 
of  money  in  his  ventures.  In  1861  he  bought  the 
old  family  homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
and  he  recently  built  a fine  new  dwelling  house 
there  for  his  son  Harry,  who  is  of  the  fifth  genera- 
tion of  the  family  to  occupy  the  estate.  After  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  homestead  Mr.  Van  Vliet 
erected  a number  of  hot-houses,  and  at  present  he 
supplies  Stroudsburg  and  adjoining  towns  with 
choice  varieties  of  plants  of  all  kinds.  He  also  has 
an  extensive  business  in  canning  fruits  raised  on 
his  farm.  For  years  he  has  been  a leading  member 
of  the  local  Grange,  and  in  religion  he  inclines  to 
the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  was  reared,  and  of 
which  his  wife  is  a devout  member.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat  of  the  Jacksonian  type,  and  at 


times  he  has  held  local  offices,  having  served  fifteen 
consecutive  years  as  township  auditor.  In  1853  he 
married  Miss  Henrietta  Rau,  daughter  of  V alen- 
tine and  Elizabeth  Rau,  well  known  residents  of 
Pittston,  Luzerne  county.  Two  children  came  of 
this  union:  (1)  Martha,  born  in  1853,  at  the 

homestead,  received  a public-school  education,  and 
was  married  to  Charles  L.  Tobev,  a jeweler  in 
Scranton:  they  have  one  daughter,  Pearl.  (2) 
ITarry,  born  in  1855,  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Stroud  township,  and  after  teaching  success- 
fully for  some  time  engaged  in  business  with  his 
father ; he  married  Miss  Laura  Detrick,  of  Stroud 
township,  and  has  three  children,  Myrtle,  May  and 
Stanley. 

EDWARD  GILLEX.  Those  lives  are  often 
deepest  which  run  with  a smooth,  unruffled  surface. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a man  of  quiet  and  un- 
ostentatious manner,  yet  he  has  accomplished  more 
work  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  average  citizen. 
He  has  won  a lasting  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  many 
friends,  who  appreciate  his  abilities  and  sterling 
worth.  As  millwright  and  as  farmer,  he  is  now  a 
resident  of  Middletown  township,  Susquehanna 
county. 

For  more  th?n  a half  century  the  family  have 
been  grafted  to  the  soil  of  that  fertile  locality,  and 
in  numerous  ways  he  has  proved  its  inherent  strength 
and  vitality.  Our  subject  was  one  in  a family  of 
fourteen  children.  His  father,  after  whom  he  is 
named,  was  born  in  1810  in  Londonderry,  Ireland. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  coun- 
try, and  when  a young  man  emigrated  to  America. 
Locating  first  in  Philadelphia,  he  there  married  Aliss 
Margaret  McGargle,  of  that  city.  In  1840  he  moved 
to  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where  he  lived  for  about 
eight  years.  He  then  purchased  the  Rexford  farm 
in  Middletown  township,  where  he  remained  throug'h 
life.  He  erected  a good  house  and  barns  on  this 
place,  cleared  up  a large  portion  of  the  land,  and 
made  one  of  the  fine  homes  in  that  vicinity.  He 
died  on  this  home  in  1886,  his  worthy  Christian 
wife  surviving  him  three  years.  They  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  I11  politics 
Edward  Gillen  was  a Democrat. 

The  fourteen  children  born  to  them  were  as 
follows  : ( 1 ) James  Gillen  was  born  in  1835,  in  Phila- 
delphia. He  was  well  educated,  and  for  many  years 
was  one  of  the  leading  teachers  in  Susquehanna 
and  Wayne  counties.  He  married  Miss  Almira 
Wood,  of  Bradford  county,  and  first  settled  at  Hall- 
stead,  where  he  taught  the  higher  schools.  He  also 
followed  teaching  at  Honesdale  and  other  cities. 
He  died  at  Honesdale  in  1897,  leaving  a widow  and 
three  children,  Mattie,  Melissa  and  Rebecca,  all 
residents  of  Wayne  county.  (2)  Robert  Gillen,  born 
in  Philadelphia,  married  Miss  Mary  Cooney,  of  Mid- 
dletown, daughter  of  James  and  Lenora  Cooney. 
He  now  resides  in  Friendsville,  where  he  is  post- 
master. He  has  two  daughters,  Catherine  and  Mar- 
garet. (3)  Mary  Gillen,  twin  sister  of  Robert,  mar- 
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riecl  Janies  Delhanty,  clerk  in  a dry-goods  store  at 
Hallstead,  who  died  in  1870,  leaving  a widow  and 
live  children,  Mary,  wife  of  John  McCormick,  of 
Hallstead ; Edward  Delhanty ; Sarah,  wife  of  Bar- 
ney Degnam,  of  Middletown;  Margaret,  at  home; 
Katie,  wife  of  Samuel  Carmondy,  who  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1891  ; and  Edward,  who  was  an  employe  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad 
Co.,  and  was  killed  in  a wreck  near  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  in  November,  1896.  (4)  Benjamin  Gillen, 
born  at  Philadelphia,  died  at  the  home  when  a young 
man  of  twenty  years.  (5)  Elizabeth  Gillen,  twin 
sister  of  Benjamin,  married  John  McCovey,  of 
Bradford,  and  they  settled  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.  He 
died  in  1885,  leaving  a widow,  who  still  resides  in 
Elmira.  Mrs.  McCovey  has  always  been  devoted 
to  the  work  of  the  Catholic  Church.  She  is  a lady 
of  culture,  and  has  led  a useful  Christian  life.  (6) 
Edward  Gillen,  our  subject,  comes  next.  (7)  John 
Gillen,  born  in  Bradford  county,  married  Sarah 
Powers,  of  Susquehanna  county.  They  reside  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y and  eleven  children  were  born 
to  them : Anna,  who  married  George  A.  Printice,  of 
Deposit ; Abbie,  who  married  Oliver  L.  Huntington, 
also  of  Deposit;  and  George,  Charlie,  Frank,  Mary, 
Jay,  Veronica,  Bell,  Agnes  and  Hazel.  (8  Cath- 
erine Gillen,  born  in  Bradford,  entered  the  Friends- 
ville  schools,  where  she  prepared  for  the  Sisters 
School,  at  Lockport,  N.  Y.  She  is  now  Sister  Mary 
Frances  of  the  Lockport  Convent.  (9)  Margaret 
Gillen  prepared  for  the  convent  at  Owego,  N.  Y., 
and  is  now  Sister  Veronica  of  the  Niagara  Con- 
vent. (10)  Joanna  Gillen,  born  at  the  old  home  in 
Middletown,  remained  with  her  parents  until  their 
death.  She  then  became  manager  of  the  home, 
where  she  lived,  a devout  Christian,  until  her  death 
in  April,  1899.  She  was  greatly  missed.  Her  life 
was  spent  in  doing  charitable  work,  and  she  was 
much  loved  by  her  people.  (11)  Sarah  Gillen,  born 
in  Middletown,  resided  at  the  old  home  during  her 
life,  dying  in  April,  1887.  She  was  greatly  beloved 
and  respected  for  her  charitable  work.  (12)  Charles 
Gillen,  born  in  Middletown,  now  resides  in  Bing- 
hamton, where  he  follows  farming.  (13)  Sylvester 
Gillen,  born  at  the  old  home  farm  in  Middletown, 
is  a graduate  of  the  Riley  Business  College  at  Bing- 
hamton. He  has  followed  teaching  in  Middletown 
district,  and  for  two  years  taught  in  the  Black  Hills 
country  and  in  Ohio.  He  remained  with  his  par- 
ents during  the  latter  part  of  their  lives,  and  now 
has  charge  of  the  homestead.  He  is  an  intelligent 
man,  and  very  highly  respected  in  his  community. 
(14)  Agnes  A.  Gillen,  born  in  Middletown  at  the 
old  home,  married  John  Redding,  of  Rush,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  They  resided  at  Binghamton, 
where  she  died  leaving  four  children,  Mary,  who 
was  educated  in  the  parochial  schools  of  Bingham- 
ton, and  is  a very  bright,  scholarly  young  lady ; and 
Sarah,  Francis  and  Leo,  all  students  of  the  Bing- 
hamton schools. 

Religiously  this  entire  family  have  been  devout 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  The  mother  was 
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a thorough  Christian  woman,  justly  proud  of  her 
large  family  of  children,  all  of  whom  were  an  honor 
to  her. 

Edward  Gillen,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Brad- 
ford county,  May  22,  1843.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  received  a good  education  in  the  neighbor- 
ing district  schools.  When  a young  man  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  eight 
years.  He  was  then,  in  1869,  employed  in  a tan- 
nery in  the  Muncy  Valley.  For  eighteen  years  he 
was  superintendent  of  Thorn  & McFarland's  tan- 
nery. He  then  accepted  a responsible  position  with 
Thomas  E.  Proctor,  the  great  Boston  tanner,  and 
had  charge  of  the  construction  of  numerous  tan- 
neries in  Clearfield,  Jefferson,  McKean,  Elk,  and 
other  counties.  He  is  a natural  mechanic,  and  a 
skilled  one,  and  in  whatever  position  he  has  been 
placed  has  been  fully  equal  to  the  situation. 

Some  years  ago  he  retired  from  this  active 
life,  and  since  then  he  has  settled  on  the  old  home- 
stead which  is  now  managed  by  himself  and  brother. 
He  is  a devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
in  politics  is  a Democrat.  Mr.  Gillen  is  quiet  and 
unostentatious  in  manner,  but  possesses  that  en- 
ergy and  force  of  character  which  proclaim  the  suc- 
cessful man.  In  whatever  work  he  has  undertaken 
thoroughness  and  completeness  have  been  marked. 
He  knows  what  should  be  done,  knows  how  to  do 
it,  and  is  not  satisfied  with  anything  short  of  the 
best  that  is  attainable.  He  holds  the  respect  and  high 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

CHARLES  GILLETT  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  for  many  years,  his  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  being  one  of  the  best  in  that 
locality.  He  comes  of  good  New  England  stock  in 
both  paternal  and  maternal  lines,  and  his  ancestors 
have  been  chiefly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Joseph  Gillett,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
a farmer  in  Connecticut  throughout  his  life.  Aaron 
Gillett,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  1800,  and  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  1822, 
locating  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  and 
after  making  a trip  to  Ohio  he  settled  here  perma- 
nently, engaging  in  business  as  a butcher  while  con- 
ducting a farm  in  Salem  township.  He  was  a man 
of  excellent  abilities,  and  possessed  a good  educa- 
tion for  that  time,  being  employed  for  a time  as 
a teacher  on  his  arrival  in  this  section.  He  was 
active  in  local  affairs,  holding  various  township 
offices,  and  for  vears  he  was  a prominent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  his  neighborhood.  He 
was  married  in  Salem  township  to  Miss  Betsey 
Harford,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a daughter  of 
Samuel  Harford,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  at 
Purdytown,  Wavne  county.  Aaron  Gillett  died  in 
1881,  and  his  wife  passed  away  March  17,  1891,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-three,  the  remains  of  both  being 
interred  in  a cemetery  in  Salem  township.  Our 
subject  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  eight  children, 
the  others  being:  Harvey  (deceased),  who  married 
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Miss  Emma  Brooks;  Philemon,  who  married  Miss 
Ella  Engles,  and  resides  in  Salem  township;  Ezra, 
who  married  Miss  Jane  Buch  (both  are  now  de- 
ceased) ; Charlotte,  who  married  Simon  Lutz  (both 
are  now  deceased)  ; Diantha,  wife  of  Columbus 
Delong,  of  Hemlock  Hollow,  Penn. ; Sarah,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Charles  Delong,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
and  Oliver,  who  met  a soldier’s  death  while  serving 
in  the  United  States  army. 

Mr.  Gillett  was  born  August  27,  1825,  in 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  and  remained  at 
the  old  homestead  with  his  parents  until  his  mar- 
riage. His  father  gave  him  fifty  acres  of  land  for 
his  home,  and  by  his  industry  and  judicious  man- 
agement he  secured  other  tracts  from  time  to  time 
until  hi  is  farm  reached  its  present  handsome  pro- 
portions. After  residing  there  about  twenty-one 
years,  he  decided  to  retire  from  active  work,  and 
accordingly  removed  to  another  home  near  Hamil- 
ton, where  he  is  quietly  spending  the  afternoon 
of  his  life  in  well-earned  leisure.  As  a citizen 
he  is  much  esteemed,  and  although  he  has 
not  sought  office  he  has  at  times  served  in 
different  positions,  including  those  of  poor  master 
and  tax  collector,  holding  the  latter  for  two  years. 

In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  for  thirty 
years  past  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  near  his  home.  On  March  21,  1849,  he'  was 
married  in  Salem  township,  to  Miss  Nancy  Good- 
rich, and  two  sons  have  brightened  this  home: 
(1)  Clayton,  born  January  9,  1850,  died  June  1, 
1872.  (2)  George,  born  December  21,  1853,  owns 

the  farm  on  which  he  lives  as  one  of  the  success- 
ful agriculturists  of  Salem  township,  while  he  is 
also  engaged  in  business  as  an  undertaker ; he  | 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Benning. 

Mrs.  Nancy  (Goodrich)  Gillett,  who  has 
proved  herself  a true  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  is 
of  Scotch  descent  in  the  paternal  line,  her  great- 
grandfather, Enos  Goodrich,'  who  settled  in  Con- 
necticut at  an  early  day,  having  been  a native  of 
Scotland.  Seth  Goodrich,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  | 
Gillett,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  in  1803  re- 
moved to  this  section,  locating  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  died  in  1844,  aged  seventy 
years.  His  wife  was  Polly  (Grover), a native  of  Con- 
necticut, also  now  deceased,  and  their  remains  now 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Salem  Corners.  This  worthy 
couple  had  the  following  children:  Anson,  father  of 
Mrs.  Gillett;  George,  who  married  Naby  Moore; 
Phineas,  who  married  Lucy  Rathbone ; Dwight, 
who  never  married;  Nancy  (Mrs.  Zenius,  Nichol- 
son) ; Sallie  (Mrs.  Lansing  Hollister)  ; and  Re- 
becca (Mrs.  Joseph  Moore).  Anson  Goodrich  was 
born  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  in  1803  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Salem  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  his  father  purchased  from  Dr.  Collins  a 
small  farm  consisting  of  meadow  land.  As  a boy 
he  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  later  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  work  on  his  own  account, 
continuing  until  his  death  'in  1861  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine.  Politically  he  gave  his  support  to  the 


Republican  party  and  he  was  frequently  chosen  to 
township  offices,  while  he  was  prominent  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
On  Sunday,  September  14,  1814,  he  was  married 
by  Rev.  Lorenzo  Dow  to  Miss  Eunice  Andrews,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  at  Bidwell  Hill,  in  a 
barn  belonging  to  Mr.  Hamlin.  In  those  days  large 
gatherings  were  often  held  in  commodious  barns, 
and  although  there  were  no  costly  oresents  or  fash- 
ionable garments  to  display,  the  occasion  was 
doubtless  a joyous  one.  The  Andrews  family  is 
well-known  in  this  section,  and  the  ancestors  of 
Mrs.  Goodrich,  who  were  of  old  Connecticut  stock, 
settled  in  Wayne  county  at  an  early  date.  She  died 
in  1854  at  the  age  of  fifty-four,  and  her  remains 
repose  beside  those  of  her  husband  in  Salem  ceme- 
tery. A large  family  of  children  blessed  this  union, 
the  names  with  dates  of  birth  being  as  follows  : Julia, 
January  21,  1816,  married  Stephen  Clark  (now 
deceased),  and  resides  in  Salem  township;  George 
L.,  December  26,  1818,  died  some  years  ago,  leav- 
ing a widow  (formerly  bliss  Louise  Russell),  who 
resides  at  Abington,  Penn. ; Mary,  September  14, 
1820,  married  Horace  Bell  (now  deceased),  and 
resides  in  Salem  township;  Lucy  E.,  December  8, 
1822,  is  the  wife  of  L.  W.  Rohne,  a retired  resident 
of  Minneapolis,  Minn. ; Sallie,  September  10,  1824, 
married  Charles  Pelton,  and  both  are  now  deceased : 
Nancy  M.,  January  13,  1828,  is  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  Hiram  B.,  June  13,  1830,  married  bliss 
Phoebe  Quick,  and  is  now  living  in  retirement  upon 
a farm  in  Salem  township;  Angeline,  January  13, 
1833,  married  John  Bell  (now  deceased),  and  re- 
sides at  Hawley,  Wayne  county;  Ermina  and  Ar- 
menia (twins),  born  October  25,  1835,  died  un- 
married; and  Miss  Martha,  December  22,  1840, 
resides  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

GEORGE  OLVER.  Wayne  county  has  been 
the  home  and  scene  of  labor  of  many  men  who  have 
not  onlv  led  lives  that  should  serve  as  an  example 
to  those  who  come  after  them,  but  have  also  been 
of  important  service  to  the  community  through 
various  avenues  of  usefulness.  Among  them  must 
be  named  George  Olver,  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  Berlin  township. 

Mr.  Olver  was  born  December  28,  1824,  in 
Cornwall,  England,  where  his  parents,  John  and 
Sarah  (Aunger)  Olver,  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried. Both  his  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers, 
William  Olver  and  Edward  Aunger,  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  that  country.  John  Olver,  with  his 
wife  and  eleven  children,  sailed  for  the  New  World, 
arriving  on  these  shores  in  June,  1831,  and  locating 
in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  the  family  circle  was 
increased  by  the  birth  of  three  children.  In  order 
of  birth  they  are  as  follows:  Thomas  and  John, 

now  deceased ; William,  who  is  now  eighty  years  of 
age,  and  makes  his  home  in  Carbondale,  Penn. ; 
Richard,  deceased;  Edmond,  a resident  of  Berlin 
township ; Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  William 
Deckover,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Sarah,  widow 
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of  Charles  Treverton,  of  Beach  Lake;  George,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Frances,  who  died  in  Dy- 
berry  township,  Wavne  county;  James,  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Berlin  township ; Amos,  who  died 
young;  Daniel,  a resident  of  Berlin  township;  Moses, 
who  died  in  that  township;  and  Josepu,  who  still 
lives  on  the  old  farm  in  the  same  township.  This 
place  the  father  purchased  on  coming  to  the  coun- 
ty, converting  the  wild  wooded  tract  into  rich  and 
productive  fields.  For  six  years  he  made  his 
home  in  Bethany,  and  they  returned  to  the  home 
farm,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
■years,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
"in  early  life  he  was  identified  with  the  Episcopal 
Church,  but  later  joined  the  Methodist  denomina- 
tion, while  in  politics  he  was  a supporter  of  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  narty.  His 
estimable  wife  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
eight  vears,  and  died  in  1874. 

Reared  upon  the  home  farm,  George  Olver  early 
became  familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  for  twenty-three  years 
during  his  earlv  life  he  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  and  lumbering.  He  then  went  to  Beach 
Lake,  where,  in  connection  with  his  brother  James, 
he  embarked  in  mechandising,  subsequently  buying 
out  the  latter  and  conducting  the  business  alone  un- 
til 1892,  when  he  sold  his  store  to  William  Dunn. 
During  the  entire  time  he  was  engaged  in  business 
as  a merchant  he  never  sold  any  tobacco,  it  being 
against  his  principles  to  deal  in  that  weed,  let  alone 
use  it. 

On  October  2,  1850,  Mr.  Olver  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Keziah  Spry,  who  is  also  a 
native  of  Cornwall,  England,  whence  when  a child 
of  eleven  vears  she  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
bv  her  parents.  Walter  and  Patience  (Kinsman) 
Spry,  natives  of  the  same  niace.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spry  made  their  home  in  Berlin  township,  where 
the  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixtv-six  years,  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  fortv-two.  Both  were  earnest 
and  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church ; the  father  was  a Republican  in  politics 
and  a farmer  by  occupation.  Their  children  were: 
Charles,  who  Was  a Union  soldier  during  the  Civil 
war.  and  is  now  a resident  of  Berlin  township ; 
Keziah,  tne  wife  of  our  subject;  Walter;  James; 
Frederick;  Tomson,  deceased;  Daniel;  Mrs.  Anna 
Bucld ; and  Richard,  a resident  of  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Olver  have  two  daughters,  the  elder  be- 
ing Martha,  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Tamblyn, 
a Free  Methodist  minister  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  by 
whom  she  has  ten  children — Rev.  \\  illiam,  also  a 
preacher  ; Anna  ; George  Olver  ; Albert ; Arminta  : 
Luella;  Jeremiah  D. ; Eva;  Bessie;  and  Edson. 
Phoebe  P.,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Olver,  is  the  wife  of  George  C.  Olver,  of  Berlin 
township,  and  has  five  children — Edna  Rena,  Grant 
George,  Emmons  J.,  Merritt  Richard,  and  an  infant 
unnamed. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
Mr.  Olver  has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters,  and 


he  most  capably  filled  the  office  of  township  treas- 
urer, also  that  of  postmaster  at  Beach  Lake  for  years. 
Although  his  life  has  been  a busy  one,  he  has  never 
neglected  the  holier  duties,  for  as  an  earnest,  con- 
scientious Christian  gentleman  he  has  taken  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  organization  he  is  a licensed  ex- 
horter ; for  twenty  years  he  has  served  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sabbath-school,  and  has  also  been  an 
exhorter  and  class  leader  in  his  Church,  being  at 
all  times  an  active  and  zealous  worker  in  the  Mas- 
ter’s cause  or  for  the  good  of  his  fellow-men.  The 
cause  of  temperance  has  also  found  in  him  a stanch 
supporter,  and  he  has  probably  done  more  along 
these  two  lines  for  the  good  of  the  community  than 
any  other  man  in  Berlin  township.  Time  and  money 
are  as  nothing  to  him  if  by  their  use  he  can  further 
the  cause  of  Christ,  and  better  the  individual  or  the 
community  by  aiding  the  downfall  of  the  liquor 
traffic. 

WILLIAM  SEARFASS,  who  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  farming  at  Brodheadsville, 
Monroe  county,  was  born  on  the  old  Searfass  home- 
stead in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  Co., 
Penn.,  March  12,  1841,  and  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  that 
locality. 

William  and  Catherine  (Bond)  Searfass,  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  the  same  town- 
ship, the  former  born  August  13,  1813,  the  latter 
on  March  12,  1814.  The  paternal  grandparents, 
William  and  Margaret  (Everitt)  Searfass,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  the  same  township,  where  the 
grandfather,  who  was  a farmer  and  blacksmith  by 
occupation,  owned  a very  large  tract  of  land  which 
included  most  of  the  present  site  of  Brodheadsville, 
and  gave  to  each  of  his  children  a farm.  The  chil- 
dren were  Juliann,  who  married  Abraham  Shiffer; 
Catharine,  who  married  Peter  Fraley ; Mary,  who 
married  Michael  Getz ; Margaret,  who  married 
Tacob  Dorsheimer ; Daniel,  who  married  Lucinda 
Seigle ; Charles,  who  married  Hannah  Kresge ; 
William,  father  of  our  subject;  Samuel,  who  died 
unmarried  ; Sallyann,  who  married  Peter  Burger ; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  (first)  Peter  Shupp,  and 
(second)  John  Swartz.  The  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, George  and  Christianna  (Hoodmaker)  Bond, 
were  also  lifelong  residents  of  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, where  the  former  engaged  in  farming  and 
coopering.  In  their  family  were  nine  children; 
Christianna,  wife  of  John  Shiffer ; Catherine,  moth- 
er of  our  subject;  George;  Sarah;  Mary  A.; 
Charles,  married  to  Sally  A.  Krutz ; Jacob,  married 
to  Levina  Metzgar;  Joseph,  married  to  Sarah 
Stainer;  and  Simon,  married  to  Annie  Frey. 

Throughout  life  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject carried  on  farming  in  his  native  township,  and 
as  one  of  its  leading  and  influential  citizens  he  was 
called  upon  to  fill  many  local  offices  of  honor  and 
trust.  In  the  Reformed  Cnurch  both  he  and  his 
wife  held  membership.  He  died  May  28,  1883,  and 
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she  passed  away  February  12,  1893,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  in  the  Brodheadsv’ille  cemetery. 
In  their  family  were  the  following'  children : Chris- 
tianna,  born  September  11,  1832,  marrried  John 
Andrews,  and  died  in  May,  1875  ; Margaret,  born 
January  18,  1834,  is  now  the  widow  of  L.  Over- 
peck; Mary,  born  November  1 5,  1835,  married 
William  Adams,  and  died  July  23,  1881  ; Jacob, 
born  November  14,  1837,  died  in  1840;  George, 
born  November  9,  1839,  is  a farmer  of  Ross  town- 
ship, Monroe  county;  William,  our  subject,  is  next 
in  the  order  of  birth;  Maria,  born  March  iq,  1843, 
married  Daniel  Andrew,  and  died  March  10,  1881 
(Daniel  Andrew  was  born  January  16,  1835,  and 
died  March  31,  1885)  ; Charles,  born  March  19, 
1845,  is  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn,  (he  married 
America-  L.  Ivrese)  ; Simon,  born  March  13,  1847, 
was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  died  November 
5,  1866;  Sally  A.,  born  June  29,  1849,  married 
Amos  Rhodes,  and  died  in  August,  1886;  Joseph, 
born  February  13,  1852,  is  a resident  of  Hamilton 
township;  Franklin,  born  September  3,  1854,  is  a 
farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill  township ; and  Catherine, 
born  August  8,  1857,  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead. 

William  Searfass  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  on  the  home  farm,  and  in  1856  began  learn- 
ing- the  shoemaker’s  trade  with  Thomas  Evans, 
serving  a two-years’  apprenticeship.  He  then 
worked  as  a journeyman  for  a few  months.  At 
Tobyhanna,  Penn.,  March  2Q,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  51st  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Daniel 
Nicholas,  and  remained  in  the  service  until  hostil- 
ities ceased,  being  honorably  discharged  at  Alex- 
andria, Va.,  August  15,  1865.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  (May  6 and  7,  ’64), 
Spottsylvania  (May  12),  Cold  Harbor  (two  days, 
June  1 and  3),  Petersburg  (three  days,  June  17,  18 
and  July  30),  Weldon  Railroad  (August  19  and 
21),  South  Side  Railroad  (August  27)  and  Hatch- 
er’s Run.  On  Anril  1,  1865,  his  regiment  was  en- 
gaged in  the  battle  at  Petersburg ; on  the  morning 
of  the  3rd  it  entered  Petersburg,  and  on  the  9th 
Gen.  Lee  surrendered.  When  he  found  time,  our 
subject  was  engaged  in  shoemaking,  but  at  times 
was  forced  to  throw  away  his  tools,  and  afterward 
was  compelled  to  make  new  ones.  During  the  ex- 
plosion at  Petersburg  he  was  sligthly  wounded,  and 
at  Cold  Harbor  came  nearly  losing  his  life.  While 
lying  down  in  the  act  of  firing,  a ball  fell  at  his 
side,  passing  under  his  limbs.  In  the  same  en- 
gagement his  colonel  was  killed.  On  his  return 
home  he  worked  for  Mr.  Evans  another  year  and 
then  went  to  Tobyhanna,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  for  a few  months,  later  working  in  the  lumber 
woods.  In  1870  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own 
account  as  a shoemaker,  carrying  on  operations  at 
Brodheadsville,  for  three  years.  He  then  located 
on  his  present  farm,  where  he  continued  to  follow 
his  trade  for  a few  years,  and  subseqentlv  worked 
at  carpentering  until  1894,  when  ill  health  caused 
his  retirement  from  that  occupation.  Since  then  he 


has  devoted  his  time  and  attention  exclusively  to 
agricultural  pusuits. 

In  August,  1869,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Mr.  Searfass  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Ann  M.  Kresge,  a native  of  Ross  township  and  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lucinda  (Andrews)  Kresge, 
in  whose  sketch  may  be  found  the  history  of  the 
family.  The  children  bom  of  this  union  are  Lu- 
cinda, born  May  27,  1870,  wife  of  Edward  Jones, 
of  Carbon  county;  Augusta,  born  February  15, 

1872,  died  May  24,  1873;  Nathan,  born  July  2, 

1873,  died  September  6,  1873;  Eugene,  born  Janu- 
ary 31,  1875,  who  is  engaged  in  school  teaching 
and  resides  at  home;  Catherine  J.,  born  December 
4,  1876,  a resident  of  Philadelphia ; and  Mary  A., 

born 20,  1878,  Carrie,  born  July  29,  1880, 

Emma,  born  August  29,  1884,  Joseph,  born  Janu- 
ary 9,  1887,  and  Pearl  M.,  born  January  29,  1890, 
are  all  at  home. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Searfass  is  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Patriotic  Order 
Sons  of  America  and  the  Grand  Army  Post  of 
Sciota,  while  religiously  he  holds  membership  in  the 
Reformed  Church.  His  political  support  is  always 
given  the  Democracy,  and  he  has  most  creditably 
filled  the  offices  of  constable  three  years  and  school 
director  two  terms.  In  days  of  peace  as  in  days 
of  war  he  has  always  been  found  a patriotic  and 
loyal  citizen  willing  to  support  every  measure  for 
the  public  good. 

FRANKLIN  J.  TINGLEY.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  a member  of  the  Tingley  family,  an 
extended  sketch  of  which  appears  elsewhere.  Our 
subject  is  one  of  its  most  worthy  representatives 
of  the  present  generation.  Under  different  circum- 
stances from  those  which  surrounded  his  ancestors 
in  the  pioneer  history  of  Susquehanna  county,  he 
has  aggressively  and  successfully  fought  the  battle  of 
life,  displayed  business  ability  of  a high  order,  proved 
the  versatility  and  tenacity  of  his  talents,  and  withal 
made  conspicuous  in  achievement  his  innate  mental 
force.  As  a farmer  he  has  clung  to  the  traditions 
of  his  forefathers,  and  prospered ; as  a railroad  fire- 
man he  has  persistently  retained  employment ; as 
owner  of  grist  and  saw  mills,  as  postmaster  and 
courageous  man  of  afifairs,  he  has  given  his  time  to 
the  village  of  Tingley,  where  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Tingley  was  born  in  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  September  11,  i860,  son  of  War- 
ren and  Cornelia  (Avery)  Tingley,  grandson  of 
Hon.  Charles  and  Sally  (Wilmarth)  Tingley,  and 
great-grandson  of  Elkanah  Tingley,  the  pioneer 
of  the  family  in  Susquehanna  county.  Warren 
Tingley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  April 
24,  1820,  in  Harford  township.  In  earlier  life  he 
engaged  in  farming  in  Lenox  township,  but  became 
a man  of  great  prominence.  In  1868,  two  years 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  removed  from  his 
farm  at  Hophottom.  He  became  a successful  mer- 
chant, continuing  in  that  business  until  his  death 
August  15,  1892.  He  was  a justice  of  the  peace. 
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and  for  many  years  was  a surveyor.  He  married 
Cornelia  Avery,  who  was  born  in  Harford  town- 
ship, September  15,  1821,  daughter  of  Franklin 
and  Rosanna  (Brush)  Avery,  and  who  died  August 
5,  1866,  in  Lenox  township.  To  Warren  and  Cor- 
nelia Tingley  were  born  the  following  children: 
Morris,  born  February  8,  1845,  married  Libby  Jack- 
son,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lenox  town- 
ship; Alice  H.,  born  June  9,  1846,  married  E.  Al- 
bert Shook,  a farmer  of  Randolph  county,  Ind. ; 
Burt,  born  April  27,  1849,  is  a railroad  engineer 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Kate  J.,  born  March  3,  1851, 
married  George  W.  Smith,  reared  three  children, 
and  now  lives  at  the  home  of  her  brother;  Julius  P. 
A.,  born  October  30,  1854,  is  a druggist  at  Car- 
bondale,  Penn.;  Charles  W.,  born  June  10,  1857, 
is  a railroad  engineer  at  Great  Bend;  Franklin  J., 
subject  of  this  sketch,  comes  next;  Gaylord  N.,  born 
March  21,  1863,  was  a gardener,  and  died  at  Day- 
ton,  Tenn. ; Rosa  M.,  born  May  27,  1866,  married 
Bloomfield  H.  Howard,  formerly  a school  teacher 
and  now  government  gauger  in  the  vicinity  of  Pitts- 
burg, Penn.  Both  parents  were  devout  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead, 
received  a good  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  began  teaching 
school,  teaching  five  terms.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  he  became  a fireman  on  the  D.  L.  & W.  rail- 
road, a position  which  he  ever  since  continually 
filled.  In  1886  he  removed  to  a farm  in  New  Mil- 
ford, and  six  years  later,  in  1892,  he  purchased  from 
Mrs.  P.  I.  Shoemaker  and  removed  to  his  present 
residence  in  Tingley.  In  1893  he  was  appointed 
the  first  postmaster  at  Tingley.  He  there  conducts 
a general  store,  and  operated  grist  and  saw  mills. 

Mr.  Tingley  was  married  at  Great  Bend,  Penn., 
March  27,  1884,  to  Miss  Nellie  M.  Jackson,  who 
was  born  in  Franklin  township,  December  15,  1866, 
the  only  child  of  John  and  Jane  Jackson,  farmers 
of  Susquehanna  county.  To  our  subject  and  wife 
has  been  born  one  child,  Bruce  IT.,  born  July  1,  1888. 
The  home  of  our  subject  was  saddened  October  16, 
1894,  by  the  death  of  his  estimable  wife.  In  politics 
Mr.  Tingley  is  a Republican.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  of  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Locomotive  Firemen.  He  is  a man  of 
keen  intelligence  and  of  thrifty  and  energetic  hab- 
its. He  has  prospered  in  life,  and  ranks  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  of  the  younger  citizens  of  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

CANFIELD  STONE.  In  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  no  family  is  better 
known,  none  more  prominent  in  the  early  history 
and  development  of  that  locality,  than  the  Stone 
family.  The  name  has  been  perpetuated  in  Stone 
street,  a highway  extending  from  the  old  Snider 
place  to  Friendsville,  so  named  because  the  princi- 
pal landowners  along  the  street  were  members  of 
that  family,  the  descendants  of  which  at  one  time 
formed  a considerable  proportion  of  the  popula- 


tion. They  were  the  descendants  of  four  brothers, 
whose  father,  Canfield  Stone,  the  great-grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  a wealthy  landowner  in 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  where  he  lived  and  died.  Gar- 
rad  Stone,  his  son,  migrated  with  his  wife  from 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  in  1800,  and  settled  on  a farm 
of  300  acres  in  Forest  Lake  township.  Judson, 
his  brother,  came  in  1813,  and  located  on  280  acres 
adjoining.  Canfield  Stone,  another  brother  and  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  in  1821  and 
settled  on  a woodland  tract  of  150  acres,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  clearing  the  land 
and  engaging  in  farming.  In  1829  the  widow  of 
Walker  Stone,  another  brother  who  had  died  in 
Connecticut,  brought  her  family  of  five  children 
to  Forest  Lake  township. 

Canfield  Stone,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
married  Almira  Bostwick,  daughter  of  Dimon  and 
Mary  (Olmstead),  Bostwick,  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut. To  Canfield  and  Almira  Stone  were  born 
three  children:  James  E.,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Eliza,  who  was  born  in  1822  and  married  Robert 
Cooley,  a mechanic  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and 
Arabella,  born  in  1824,  who  married  Calvin  Leet, 
son  of  Dr.  Calvin  Leet,  a physician  of  Friendsville 
who  later  moved  to  Minnesota. 

James  E.  Stone  was  born  in  1819,  and  being 
the  only  son  in  the  family  succeeded  to  the  old 
homestead,  to  which  he  added  by  purchase  sixty- 
four  acres.  He  followed  farming  as  a vocation,  and 
became  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  in  the 
township.  He  was  a man  of  unflagging  industry, 
made  nearly  all  the  present  building  improvements 
on  the  farm,  and  was  possessed  of  keen  business 
judgment  which  he  was  content  to  apply  to  the 
ordinary  vocations  of  life,  for  he  had  no  ambition 
to  rise  beyond  the  circle  which  he  made  for  him- 
self and  family  among  his  friends.  He  was,  more- 
over, a man  of  high  moral  worth,  whose  character 
was  an  influential  force  an  the  township  and  its 
affairs.  He  was  fortunate  in  selecting  as  his  life 
companion  Miss  Amorillis  Beebe,  of  Choconut, 
Susquehanna  county,  whom  he  married  in  1843. 
She  was  born  May  18,  1822,  daughter  of  Joseph 
(1785-1861)  and  Eunice  (1795-1864)  Beebe, 
granddaughter  of  Reuben  Beebe,  who  came  from 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Apolacon  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  granddaughter  of  Silas 
( 1761-1820)  and  Catherine  (1770-1820)  (Tread- 
well) Beardsley,  natives  of  Connecticut  who  settled 
in  Middltown  township,  where  they  reared  a fam- 
ily of  nine  children.  To  Joseph  and  Eunice  Beebe 
were  born  children:  Marinda,  born  in  1810,  mar- 
ried Bela  Fairchild,  and  died  in  Warren,  Bradford 
county;  Lyman,  born  in  1812,  settled  in  Kalkaska, 
Mich. : Avery,  born  in  1813,  died  in  Little  Meadow, 
Apolacon  township,  in  1881  ; Lewis,  born  in  1815, 
is  a farmer  in  Apolacon  township : Allen,  born  in 
1817,  died  aged  nineteen  years;  Reuben,  born  in 
1820,  is  a farmer  of  South  Aoalachin  Creek,  Penn.; 
Amorillis,  mother  of  our  subject;  Caroline  and 
Catherine  (twins)  married  respectivelv  Samuel 
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Treadwell,  of  Forest  Lake,  and  Guy  Wells,  of 
Bridgewater ; Andrew  died  aged  seven  years ; 
Juliet,  born  in  1828,  married  Cullen  Darling,  of 
Freeville,  N.  Y. ; Almira,  born  in  1830,  taught 
school  and  married  James  F.  Whalen,  of  Warren, 
Bradford  county;  and  Burrace,  born  in  1833,  de- 
ceased, was  a resident  of  Freeville,  N.  Y.  Amorillis 
Stone,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  a successful 
teacher  in  her  early  days,  and  a woman  of  many 
accomplishments  and  social  charms.  To  James  E. 
and  Amorillis  Stone  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren : Adaline,  who  married  Henrv  Spafford,  and 
lives  in  the  Stone  homestead ; Dimon,  a farmer  at 
Ilia,  Wash. ; Elmira,  who  married  Chauncey  Peck- 
ins,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; Canfield,  our  subject; 
Horatio  B.,  a farmer  of  Forest  Lake;  Joseph,  a 
farmer  in  Rays  Hill,  Bradford  county ; and 
Charlotte  A.,  a teacher,  who  in  1884  graduated 
from  the  Mansfield  State  Normal  School,  and  now 
resides  in  Chicago,  wife  of  J.  H.  Tucker,  a Baptist 
minister.  James  E.  Stone  died  in  i860,  li'is  widow 
1892. 

Canfield  Stone,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Middletown  (now  Forest  Lake) 
township  September  26,  1849.  His  boyhood  was 
passed  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  he  received  a good 
common-school  education.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  in  1867,  he  enlisted  in  Battery  I,  First 
United  States  Light  Artillery,  and  for  three  years 
served  on  the  Mexican  frontier.  It  was  several 
years  after  his,  return  from  military  service  that 
the  genial  and  popular  Boniface  settled  down  to  his 
life  vocation.  He  began  his  pleasant  and  success- 
ful career  in  1882,  as  hotel  proprietor  at  Rush, 
where  he  conducted  the  hostelry  in  a manner  pleas- 
ing to  its  many  guests  for  eight  years.  Mr.  Stone 
then  purchased  and  for  two  years  conducted  the 
“Niver  House,”  at  Nicholson.  Selling  that  proper- 
ty, he  in  1893  bought  the  C.  H.  Killam  hotel,  at 
Hopbottom,  which  he  has  since  greatly  improved, 
introducing  gas  for  lighting  purposes,  and  adding 
other  modern  appliances.  His  business  career  at 
Hopbottom  has  been  most  successful,  for  Mr.  Stone 
possesses  in  a high  degree  that  combination  of 
happy  disposition  and  business  ability  which  is 
recognized  as  essential  to  the  best  results.  He  is 
moreover  an  ardent  admirer  and  follower  of  the 
rod  and  gun,  and  is  not  only  recognized  in  the  com- 
munity as  an  expert  in  hunting  and  fishing,  but  has 
that  reputation  well  established  throughout  his 
and  adjoining  counties.  He  has  been  elected  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Commercial  Travelers 
Association.  He  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at 
Rush,  and  for  twenty  years  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  both  Lodge  and 
Chapter ; he  has  also  been  connected  for  some  time 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  political  sentiment  he  is 
a Republican,  and  a quiet  but  effective  worker  for 
his  party,  but  he  is  no  office  seeker. 

Mr.  Stone  was  married,  at  Birchardsville, 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Ida  Pickering,  daughter  of  Fred 
Pickering.  One  son  has  come  to  them,  Frederick  J:, 


born  in  1876,  who,  as  a corporal  of  Company  L, 
Twelfth  New  York  Vols.,  saw  active  service  'in 
Cuba  during  the  late  Spanish-American  war. 

THOMAS  W.  ATKINSON,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  who  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  Clifford  and 
Dundaff  road,  one  mile  east  of  the  former  village, 
was  born  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  England, 
September  10,  1830,  a son  of  William  and  Isabella 
(Wilson)  Atkinson,  also  natives  of  that  county. 

The  paternal  grandparents,  Robert  and  Tane 
Atkinson,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  England.  Their 
children  were  as  follows  : Robert,  a farmer ; Richard, 
a brewer;  William,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Elea- 
nor, who  died  when  a young  woman ; and  James, 
who  served  fourteen  years  in  the  British  army,  and 
was  in  several  great  battles,  the  last  one  being  the 
battle  of  Waterloo,  soon  after  which  lie  was  honor- 
ably discharged.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died 
in  England  in  February,  1843,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one 
years.  Subsequently  the  father,  with  three  of  his 
children,  William,  Thomas  and  Isabella,  came  to 
America,  landing  in  New  York  in  June,  1849,  after 
a voyage  of  fifty-one  days  on  the  “Manila.”  They 
spent  a short  time  in  that  city,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Greenfield,  Luzerne  Co.,  Uenn.,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  business  as  a farmer  and  stone 
mason  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  held 
a number  of  local  public  offices  while  in  Eng- 
land, and  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  died  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and 
was  buried  in  Clifford  Valley  cemetery.  In  his 
family  were  the  following  children:  Jane  married 
Thomas  Robinson,  and  died  in  England,  leaving 
several  children  who  now  reside  in  the  United 
States;  Elizabeth  married  William  Sill,  and  died 
in  England;  Eleanor  married  James  Bigland,  came 
to  America  in  1843,  and  settled  in  Greenfield  town- 
ship, Luzerne  Co.,  Penn. ; William  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  lumber  yard  at  Car- 
bondale;  Thomas  W.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the 
order  of  birth ; John  died  in  England  when  young ; 
and  Isabella  is  a resident  of  Clifford. 

Since  the  age  of  thirteen  years  Thomas  W. 
Atkinson  has  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources 
for  a livelihood,  and  for  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  in  life  he  deserves  great  credit.  After 
coming  to  this  country  he  first  worked  for  John 
Spedding,  in  Clifford  township,  for  four  months, 
and  later  was  in  the  employ  of  different  farmers. 
He  worked  for  James  Hodgson  for  six  years,  and 
subsequently  rented  land  in  Clifford  township  for 
thirty  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased 
his  present  farm,  and  has  since  given  his  time  and 
attention  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation  with 
good  results. 

On  March  7,  1857,  in  Greenfield  township, 
Luzerne  county,  Mr.  Atkinson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Temperance  Miller,  and  by  this 
union  four  children  were  born : Adam  M.,  who 
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married  Myrtle  Tinklepaw,  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Clifford  township;  John  E.,  at  home;  Mary 
C,  wife  of  George  H.  Moon,  bookkeeper  for  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  Co.,  at  Carbondale ; and  Sarah 
C,  at  home.  Mrs.  Atkinson  was  born  in  Greenfield 
township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  May  4,  1828, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Coons)  Miller, 
natives  of  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they  were 
married  April  10,  1817.  Later  they  removed  to 
Hyde  Park,  Penn.,  and  subsequently  to  Greenfield 
township,  Lackawanna  county,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  farming  and  held  almost  all  of  the  town- 
ship offices,  being  a man  of  prominence  in  his  com- 
munity. He  was  born  March  23,  1796,  and  died 
October  5,  1852;  his  wife  was  born  July  11,  1799, 
and  died  July  4,  1852,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  old  Clifford  cemetery.  With  the  exception  of 
Mrs.  Atkinson,  all  of  their  children  are  also  de- 
ceased. In  order  of  birth  they  were  as  follows : 
Barbara,  wife  of  Clark  Stewart ; Eleanora,  wife  of 
Elisha  Davidson;  Caroline,  wife  of  James  Hodgson; 
Adam  C. ; Temperance;  Margaret,  wife  of  Albert 
Graves ; Sarah  E. ; and  Isaac.  Mrs.  Atkinson’s 
paternal  grandparents  were  Nicholas  and  Eleanor 
(Person)  Miller,  natives  of  Columbia  county,  N. 
Y.,  the  former  born  May  27,  1777,  the  latter  on 
March  20,  1772.  They  were  married  in  March, 
1792,  and  continued  their  residence  in  Columbia 
county  throughout  life.  The  grandfather  was  a 
farmer.  The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their 
children  were  as  follows:  Marcia,  June  7,  1792; 
Irena,  May  30,  1795;  John,  March  23,  1796;  Helen, 
June  24,  1798;  Temperance,  October  15,  1800; 
Catherine,  July  11,  1802;  Tobias,  May  13,  1803; 
Caroline,  October  9,  1807;  Isaac,  February  11,  1810; 
and  Lyman  H.,  October  10,  1816.  Mrs.  Atkinson’s 
maternal  grandparents  were  Andrew  and  Barbara 
Coons,  also  farming  people  and  lifelong  residents  of 
Columbia  county,  New  York. 

Mr.  Atkinson  is  a popular  and  influential  citi- 
zen of  his  community,  and  has  been  honored  with  a 
number  of  local  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  most 
capably  and  satisfactorily  discharged,  having  served 
as  township  assessor  twelve  years,  school  director, 
auditor  and  judge  of  elections.  He  is  a Repub- 
lican in  politics,  on  his  party  ticket  he  was  elected 
county  commissioner  in  1890,  and  at  the  end  of  a 
three-years’  term  re-elected. 

ISAAC  MELHUISH,  one  of  the  honorable 
veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a well-known  farmer 
and  dairyman  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  in  Spring  Hill,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  February  6,  1841.  He  is  a descendant  of 
an  old  English  family,  and  his  grandfather,  John 
Melhuish,  came  from  England  to  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1819.  After  a 
few  years  he  moved  to  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and 
there  died.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  children : 
Robert.who  died  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y. ; John, 
who  lived  and  died  in  Lycoming  county,  Penn. ; 
William,  mentioned  below ; James,  who  lived  in  '■ 


Illinois ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry  Granger,  of  Rush 
township;  Mary,  wife  of  Amos  Burrows,  of  Bridge- 
water  township;  and  Maria,  wife  of  Joseph  Burney. 

William  Melhuish  was  born  in  England  in  1813, 
and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents.  His  edu- 
cation was  secured  in  Bridgewater  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  in  Bradford  county  district 
school.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  for  a time 
in  Bridgewater,  and  then  bought  a farm  at  Spring- 
Hill,  Bradford  county,  where  he  lived  until  1844, 
when  he  moved  to  Montrose  and  began  farming 
for  Judge  Jessup.  He  continued  at  this  until  his 
death,  in  January,  1833,  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  A. 
Robbins,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1816, 
a daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Mary  Robbins,  of 
Bridgewater,  whence  they  had  removed  from  New 
Jersey.  Mr.  Melhuish  died  in  June,  1881,  and  his 
wife  in  July,  1879.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  as  follows  : ( 1)  Charles  D.,  born  in  Bridge- 
water  in  June,  1836,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years.  (2)  Ephraim,  born  in  April,  1838,  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade,  and  followed  it  until  his  death 
in  1861;  (3)  William  Henry,  born  in  September, 
1843,  now  traveling  salesman  for  a furniture  house, 
resides  in  Williamsport.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
military  railroad  service.  He  married  Mollie  Up- 
degraff,  and  has  one  daughter,  Reah.  (4)  James, 
born  in  Bridgewater,  in  September,  1846,  and  now 
a merchant  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  married  Mary 
Weeks,  of  Montrose.  (5)  Frank  D.,  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1849,  married  Alice  Green,  of  Montrose,  by 
whom  he  has  two  daughters,  Florence  and  Ruth. 
They  reside  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  is  in  busi- 
ness. (6)  George  L.,  born  in  1852,  is  a farmer  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.  He  married  Helen  Merrill, 
of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  has 
three  children,  David,  Jennie  and  Fannie.  (7)  Fan- 
ny J.,  born  in  June,  1854,  died  unmarried  in  Mont- 
rose, in  1876.  (8)  Samuel  M.,  born  in  March, 

1858,  married  Nettie  Hamlin,  and  has  three  children, 
Leona,  Laverne  and  Roy.  (9)  Albert  C.,  born  No- 
vember 28,  1863,  died  in  September,  1884.  (10) 
Isaac. 

Isaac  Melhuish  was  educated  in  the  country 
schools  near  his  home,  and  when  but  a boy  he 
learned  the  wagon  maker’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  1876.  In  the  hour  of  his  country’s  peril  he 
responded  to  her  call,  and  in  1862  he  became  a mem- 
ber of  Company  A,  151st  P.  V.  I.,  and  marched  to 
the  front.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chan- 
cellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  and  in  a number  of  skir- 
mishes. He  was  wounded  at  Gettysburg,  and  at 
the  end  of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  was  honorably 
discharged.  On  his  return  to  practice  the  arts  of 
peace,  he  soon  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he 
remained  three  years,  and  then  went  to  Montrose, 
where  he  followed  carriage  manufacturing  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  1876  he  purchased  the  Jarred  Stone 
farm  and  erected  a modern  house,  and  with  his 
well-kept  barns  and  out-buildings  he  now  has  one 
of  the  best  cultivated  farms  and  also  one  of  the  best 
dairies  in  the  country.  There  are  300  acres  of  im- 
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proved  land,  and  he  has  a large  herd  of  dairy  cows 
and  much  fine  blooded  stock. 

In  February,  1867,  Mr.  Melhuish  was  married 
to  Miss  E.  O.  Corwin,  a daughter  of  Shultz  and 
Valara  (Crane)  Corwin,  old  and  prominent  resi- 
dents of  New  Milford,  formerly  of  Orange  county, 

N.  Y.  Seven  children  came  to  gladden  their  home: 
(1)  Harry  M.,  born  in  Scranton,  in  December, 
1867,  was  educated  in  the  high  school  at  Montrose, 
and  is  now  a contractor  and  builder  in  that  city. 
He  married  Jennie  Baxter,  of  Harford  township, 
and  has  two  children,  Lawrence  and  Hilbert.  (2) 
Ernest  W.,  born  at  Montrose  in  July,  1869,  is  now 
a farmer  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. He  married  Laura  Baker,  of  Rush  township, 
and  has  one  son,  Paul.  (3)  Emma  A.,  born  at  Mont- 
rose, December  1,  1870,  was  educated  in  the  home 
schools  and  at  Kingston,  and  has  been  teaching 
with  great  success  for  several  terms.  (4)  Corwin 

O. ,  born  in  July,  1873,  died  at  the  age  °f  seventeen 
years.  (5)  William  B.,  born  in  1875,  now  resides 
in  Hallstead.  Penn.  (6)  Frederick  S.,  born  in  Forest 
Lake,  in  February,  1879,  is  a student  in  the  Mont- 
rose schools.  (7)  Lottie  R.,  born  in  1883,  is  still 
in  school  at  home. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Melhuish  has 
ever  been  an  earnest  Republican.  His  neighbors 
have  well  recognized  his  worth  as  an  upright  citi- 
zen and  business  man,  and  have  asked  his  services 
in  the  local  offices  many  times.  For  some  fifteen 
years  he  has  held  the  office  of  school  director, 
and  has  been  supervisor,  judge  of  elections,  etc., 
always  giving  satisfaction.  He  is  a member  and 
master  of  the  Rising  Sun  Grange,  and  was  delegate 
to  the  State  Grange  at  Williamsport  in  1898,  and  at 
Lock  Haven  in  1899.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the 
Four  Brothers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Montrose.  Mrs. 
Melhuish  and  daughters  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  while  not  a member  himself,  Mr. 
Melhuish  contributes  liberally  to  the  support  of  the 
Church,  and  uses  his  influence  to  advance  the  cause 
of  religion.  Public-spirited  and  progressive,  he  is 
of  the  highest  type  of  a good  citizen. 

MARTIN  R.  BARRETT  is  one  of  the  self- 
made  prosperous  men  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  has  carried  on  a mercantile  business  for 
several  years  past,  and  he  is  a native  of  the  place, 
born  July  11,  1861,  son  of  Alexander  Barrett,  who 
has  resided  here  for  almost  a half  century. 

Alexander  Barrett  was  born  October  31,  1826, 
in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  where  his  father,  Richard 
Barrett,  carried  on  farming.  Llis  first  ancestor  in 
that  country  was  Louis  Barrett,  a native  of  France, 
who  settled  in  Ireland,  and  there  reared  his  family 
of  seven  sons,  who  scattered  throughout  the  coun- 
try. He  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject.  One  of  the  sons,  Richard,  was  a Latin 
teacher,  and  was  a noted  poet  in  his  day.  Great- 
grandfather Patrick  Barrett,  his  brother,  remained 
in  County  Mayo,  where  his  father  had  settled,  and 
carried  on  farming  all  his  life.  His  son,  Richard 


Barrett,  married  a Miss  McDonald,  and  they  re- 
mained in  County  Mayo  until  1847,  in  which  year 
they  took  up  their  residence  in  Warrington,  Eng- 
land, where  they  ended  their  days,  the  father  dy- 
ing in  1848  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  the  mother 
two  years  later  at  the  age  of  seventy.  He  fought 
in  the  Rebellion  of  1798.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett 
had  eight  children,  of  whom,  Rossmore  P.  died 
young;  Alexander  comes  next;  Richard,  Catherine 
and  Ellen  died  young;  Thomas  died  at  Hawley,  at 
the  age  of  forty  years ; Louis  died  in  Ireland  at 
the  age  of  tewnty-one;  John  died  in  Ireland  when 
twenty  years  olu.  The  parents  were  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 

Alexander  Barrett  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  country,  living  with  his  parents  and  assisting 
his  father  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  the  LTnited  States. 
The  first  two  years  of  his  life  in  this  -country  he 
passed  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  near  Lackawaxen, 
and  there  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which 
he  followed  afterward  during  his  active  years. 
From  Pike  county  he  went  west  to  Ohio,  and  thence 
by  steamboat  to  St.  Louis,  Mo. ; but  as  the  boat 
was  tied  up  at  the  latter  city  on  account  of  the 
cholera  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  settling  at 
Hawley,  Wayne  county,  in  1849,  and  commencing 
work  at  his  trade  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Coal  Co.  He  continued  to  work  for  them  for 
thirty-seven  years,  until  he  retired  from  active  la- 
bor. He  died  May  19,  1898,  a member  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  a Democrat  in  politics.  He 
served  nine  years  as  school  director,  part  of  the 
time  acting  as  treasurer  of  the  board. 

On  October  31,  1850,  Alexander  Barrett  was 
married,  at  Hawley,  to  Miss  Hannah  O.  Quinn, 
Rev.  Father  Maloney  performing  the  ceremony, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Mary  A.,  Bridget,  Louis  and  Martin  R.  Mary  A. 
married  James  Reilly,  who  is  a railroad  conductor, 
and  they  live  at  Dunmore,  Penn. ; they  have  had 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  deceased.  Bridg- 
et married  Edward  McAndrew,  a machinist  of 
Scranton,  Penn.,  and  they  have  five  children. 
Louis  died  when  four  and  one-half  years  old.  Mrs. 
Hannah  O.  (Quinn)  Barrett,  was,  like  her  husband 
born  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  where  her  parents, 
Martin  and  Mary  (Clark)  Quinn,  were  farming 
people.  The  father  died  in  1845,  aged  seventy 
years,  the  mother  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six.  They  were  Catholics  in  religious  faith.  Their 
family  consisted  of  four  children,  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried Anthony  Welch  (both  died  at  Hawley)  ; 
Hannah;  Martin,  living  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  who 
is  a car  repairer;  and  Mary  (Mrs.  Michael  Narry), 
living  at  Scranton.  Mr.  Quinn  had  three  children 
by  his  first  wife,  a Miss  Duffv,  namely:  Owen,  who 
died  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Michael,  who  died  in 
Hawley ; and  Catherine,  who  married  Edward 
Cafferty  (both  died  at  Hawley).  Mrs.  Barrett  is 
a devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Martin  R.  Barrett  lived  with  his  parents  at 
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Hawley  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
when  he  went  to  Sranton,  at  which  place  he  served 
one  year  as  sexton  of  the  Cathedral.  For  three 
years  following  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  at  Hawley,  transferring  coal 
from  the  pockets,  and  worked  thus  until  the  pock- 
ets were  dispensed  with,  after  which  he  was  en- 
gaged for  another  year  at  Scranton,  repairing  cars 
in  the  shops.  Returning  to  Hawley  he  was  engaged 
in  different  occupations  for  two  years,  and  in  1889 
he  again  went  to  Scranton,  this  time  embarking 
in  the  mercantile  business  there,  which  he  continued 
for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  that  period  selling-  out 
and  establishing  himself  in  the  same  line  at  Hawley, 
where  he  has  since  remained.  Mr.  Barrett  has  now 
a thriving  trade,  which  he  has  won  by  fair  dealing 
and  strict  attention  to  his  business,  and  he  has 
made  a creditable  success  in  his  line  as  a result  of 
continuous  hard  work  and  thrifty  management. 
He  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  Hawley  and  the 
surrounding  country,  and  is  respected  as  a de- 
servedly prosperous  man  and  a substantial  citizen. 
In  1888  he  served  as  tax  collector  there,  but  he 
gives  little  time  to  public  affairs.  Politically  he 
is  a Democrat. 

On  April  25,  1894,  Mr.  Barrett  was  married, 
by  Father  Judge,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Sheridan, 
and  three  children  were  born  to  them,  John  L.,  who 
died  when  five  months  old;  Joseph;  and  Alexander, 
Jr.,  born  January  5,  1899.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett 
are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  frater- 
nally, he  unites  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hiber- 
nians. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  (Sheridan)  Barrett  is  a na- 
tive of  Hawley,  Penn.,  and  her  parents,  Michael 
and  Ann  (Lennon)  Sheridan,  were  born  in 
Williamsport  and  Honesdale,  Penn.,  respectively. 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  a merchant  at  Hawley,  where  he 
also  had  a teaming  business,  owning  several  wag- 
ons, and  since  his  death,  on  September  19,  1894, 
his  widow  has  conducted  the  store.  He  was  cross- 
ing the  Paupac  creek  on  a wagon  heavily  loaded 
with  stones  when  the  bridge  gave  way,  and  he  was 
killed ; he  was  fifty-two  years  of  age.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sheridan  had  nine  children:  Catherine  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen),  Elizabeth  C.  (Mrs. 
Barrett),  Michael,  Marv  A.  and  Jennie  (all  three 
living  with  their  mother),  William  (deceased), 
Edward  (at  home),  John  (deceased),  and  Anna 
(deceased).  On  July  8,  1897,  as  the  result  of  an 
accident  which  occurred  while  he  was  unloading 
some  stone,  Michael  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
one  of  his  limbs.  The  entire  family  are  Catholics 
in  religious  faith.  Mr.  Sheridan  was  a member  of 
the  C.  M.  B.  A.  He  was  a Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical preferences. 

P.  R.  JOHNSON,  proprietor  of  the  “Glen- 
wood  House,”  a popular  hotel  at  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  is  a man  of  marked  ability  and  force  of  char- 
acter, and  while  making  his  way  to  success  in  busi- 
ness life  has  taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs 


in  his  community.  At  present  he  holds  the  office 
of  burgess  of  his  borough,  having  been  elected  in 
February,  1897,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  in- 
fluential Democrats  of  his  locality. 

Our  subject  is  a member  of  an  old  Pennsylvania 
family  of  Dutch  stock,  and  his  great-grandfather, 
Jacob  Johnson,  and  grandfather  Jacob  (2),  were 
residents  of  Northampton  county.  Jesse  John- 
son, the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  North- 
ampton county,  and  made  his  home  in  Portland 
village,  where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a farmer 
and  stock  dealer,  his  death  occurring  about  nine 
years  ago,  when  he  was  fifty-nine  years  of  age.  He 
married  Miss  Marietta  Long,  daughter  of  John  A. 
Long,  of  Northampton  county,  a descendant  of 
Scottish  ancestry,  who  is  now  residing  with  our 
subject.  This  estimable  couple  had  six  children: 
J.  I.,  proprietor  of  the  “Portland  House,”  at  Port- 
land, Penn.;  P.  R.,  our  subject;  Frances,  wife  of 
Thomas  Chamberlain,  of  Bangor,  Penn. ; Ella,  wife 
of  John  C.  Miller,  of  Bangor;  Nettie,  who  married 
E.  S.  Albert,  of  Portland;  and  Josie,  wife  of  Frank 
S.  Knerr. 

P.  R.  Johnson  was  born  January  7,  1855,  at  the 
old  home  in  Portland,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  that  town,  He  learned  the  trade  of  lo- 
comotive engineer,  which  he  followed  about  ten 
years,  being  in  the  West  for  some  time  with  Lin- 
coln, Neb.,  as  his  headquarters.  For  about  three 
years  he  was  employed  as  hotel  clerk,  and  in  April, 
1892,  he  settled  at  Delaware  Water  Gap,  taking 
charge  of  his  present  hotel.  He  is  most  esteemed  so- 
cially, and  is  identified  with  various  organizations 
including  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  the  Brotherhood  of  Lo- 
comotive Engineers,  and  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 
He  is  not  married. 

JONATHAN  GILLESPIE.  One  of  the  most 
attractive  farms  in  Susquehanna  county  is  that  of 
our  subject,  a prominent  agriculturist  and  lumber- 
man of  New  Milford  township.  It  comprises  about 
160  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  a beautiful  lake, 
sixty  acres  in  extent  furnishes  water  power  for  a 
sawmill  on  the  estate.  The  water  of  the  lake, 
though  not  deep,  is  abundantly  stocked  with  fish 
of  many  kinds,  including  pickerel,  sunfish,  and  bull- 
heads, and  its  advantages  are  well  known  to  sports- 
men. 

Mr.  Gillespie  is  of  Scotch  descent  in  the  paternal 
line,  and  his  grandparents,  James  and  Margaret 
Gillespie,  were  both  natives  of  Scotland.  The  grand- 
father was  a man  of  superior  ability  and  education, 
and  after'  coming  to  this  country  taught  school  suc- 
cessfully for  many  years.  He  died  at  Rosendale,  N. 
Y.,  and  his  wife’s  death  occurred  in  New  York 
City. 

John  D.  Gillespie,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  was  but  four  years  old 
when  he  came  to  America,  his  boyhood  being  spent 
mainly  in  New  York  City.  He  became  a successful 
farmer  at  Stone  Ridge,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
also  carried  on  a large  blacksmith  shop,  employing 
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five  men.  He  was  a devout  member  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church,  and  died  in  that  faith,  in  1857, 
aged  sixty-four  years,  Ins  remains  being  interred 
in  Rosendale  cemetery.  O11  February  18,  1818, 
he  married  Miss  Sarah  Smith,  who  died  at  Stone 
Ridge  in  1840,  aged  forty-eight  years.  Her  an- 
cestors were  early  settlers  in  Ulster  county,  N.  Y., 
and  her  parents,  Hendrick  and  Margaret  (Notting- 
ham) Smith,  were  married  there  March  15,  1786, 
and  made  their  home  upon  a farm  near  Stone  Ridge, 
Marbletown.  John  D.  and  Sarah  Gillespie  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows : .Elizabeth,  born 
December  1,  1818,  married  Henry  Rosencrants,  and 
died  some  years  ago;  James  A.,  born  October  9, 
1820,  died  in  Columbus,  Ohio;  Henry  S.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1824,  is  a merchant  in  Ulster  county,  N. 
Y. ; Margaret  and  Jeanette  (twins),  born  July  26, 
1827,  are  both  deceased;  Mariah  K.,  born  February 
4,  1830,  married  Joshua  Dumond,  and  died  many 
years  ago  ; Jonathan,  our  subject,  comes  next ; Sarah ; 
born  March  9,  1835,  is  the  widow  of  William  Horn- 
by, of  Iveyport,  N.  J. ; Elsie,  who  married  Augustus 
Churchwell,  of  High  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  died  there; 
Marjorie  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  12,  1832,  near 
Kingston,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  For 
about  eight  years  he  was  employed  off  and  on  by 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.,  and  later  he 
engaged  in  farming  near  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He 
then  went  to  Illinois  spending  some  time  in  Chi- 
cago and  Belvidere ; but  in  September,  i860,  he  re- 
turned to  Binghamton  and  took  charge  of  his  old 
farm.  In  1870  he  removed  to  a farm  at  Herrick 
Center,  Susquehanna  county ; then  ten  years  later 
went  to  Harford  township,  where  he  resided  un- 
til 1895,  and  he  has  since  made  his  home  at  his 
present  farm.  For  many  years  he  was  extensively 
engaged  in  lumbering  in  connection  with  farming, 
his  sons  operating  the  farm  and  mill.  Politically 
he  is  a strong  Democrat,  as  are  all  of  his  relations, 
and  in  religion  he  inclines  toward  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  which  he  has  attended  for  many  years. 
On  October  12,  1853,  he  was  married  in  Ulster 
countjq  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary  Bowen,  and  the  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  them : Miss  Jeanette, 
who  is  at  home;  Margaret,  who  married  H.  J.  Tif- 
fany, an  insurance  agent  at  New  Milford;  Irving, 
clerk  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Towels;  Mary,  wife  of  John  Bennett,  a 
farmer  in  New  Milford  township;  Elsa,  who  mar- 
ried L.  O.  Farrar,  a bookkeeper  in  New  Milford ; 
William,  a resident  of  New  Milford  township;  F. 
N.,  a.  jeweler  in  New  Milford;  Harry  (deceased), 
who  married  Miss  Nellie  Coleman;  and  Manning, 
who  resides  at  the  homestead. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Bowen)  Gillespie,  who  has  been 
an  able  and  valued  assistant  to  her  husband  for  near- 
ly half  a century,  was  born  April  28,  1834,  in  the 
toWn  of  Shawangunk,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  only 
child  of  Aaron  and  Malinda  (Rogers)  Bowen. 
Her  paternal  grandfather,  Seth  Bowen,  who  was 


a farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  New  England, 
while  his  wife,  Susan  (Kelp),  was  born  in  Philadel- 
phia of  Welsh  ancestry.  Aaron  Bowen  followed 
farming  throughout  his  life,  and  in  i860  he  re- 
moved from  Ulster  county  to  the  vicinity  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.  His  wife,  Malinda  (Rogers),  was 
a daughter  of  Aaron  and  Susan  (Cox)  Rogers, 
who  resided  upon  a farm  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 
and  she  died  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  March  I,  1870, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  Aaron  Bowen  died  March 
10,  1875,  aged  sixty-eight,  at  Herrick  Center,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  his  remains  are  interred. 

WILLIAM  TINKER,  a prominent  retired 
farmer  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  was  born  on  his  grand- 
father's old  homestead  in  that  township,  February 
20,  1830,  a son  of  John  and  Agnes  (Stevenson) 
Tinker. 

John  Tinker,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Falkirk,  Scotland,  May  11,  1796,  and  in  1817 
came  to  America  with  his  parents,  William  and 
May  (Anderson)  Tinker,  also  natives  of  Falkirk. 
They  spent  the  first  winter  in  New  York  City,  then 
removed  to  Little  Britain,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
two  years  later  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
locating  on  a farm  in  Clifford  township  where  our 
subject's  brother  Robert  now  resides.  There  the 
grandfather  died  June  29,  1835,  aged  seventy-six 
years,  the  grandmother  on  May  27,  1852,  at  the  same 
age,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in  the  Tinker 
cemetery  upon  their  farm.  They  were  members  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  They  had  four 
children:  William,  born  February  20,  1797,  married 
Louise  Catlin,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Green- 
field township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
died  October  16,  1881  ; John,  father  of  our  subject, 
is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; James,  born  September 
2,  1801,  married  Polly  M.  Dunn,  and  was  a wealthy, 
prominent  and  charitable  farmer  residing  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  died  June  3,  1884;  and  Flem- 
ing died  in  Scotland  at  an  early  age.  During  his 
youth  the  father  of  our  subject  worked  in  his  father’s 
stocking  factory,  but  after  coming  to  Susquehanna 
county  followed  agricultural  pursuits  chiefly.  He 
was  a large  land  owner  in  Susquehanna  county,  and 
became  a noted  speculator,  stock  farmer  and  money 
lender.  In  the  spring  of  1830  he  removed  to  the 
farm  in  Clifford  township,  where  his  daughters  now 
reside.  Returning  to  Scotland,  he  was  married  in 
Silverwood,  Ayrshire,  March  18,  1829,  to  Miss 
Agnes  Stevenson,  a native  of  that  place  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas,  and  Agnes  (Templeton)  Stevenson. 
Six  children  blessed  this  union : William,  our  sub- 
ject; Agnes,  born  January  24,  1832,  died  unmarried 
January  17,  1864;  May,  born  August  1,  1835,  lives 
on  the  old  homestead ; John,  an  extensive  farmer  of 
Clifford  township,  was  born  June  2,  1839,  and  mar- 
ried Margaret  Bruce ; Robert,  born  September  19, 
1842,  wedded  Mary  Trollis,  and  operates  his  grand- 
father’s farm ; and  Janet  S.  S.,  born  October  14, 
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1846,  lives  with  her  sister  on  their  father’s  farm. 
The  father  died  September  29,  1891,  the  mother  on 
October  31,  1873,  aged  sixty-three  years,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Tinker  cemetery.  They 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them. 

William  Tinker,  of  this  review,  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  he  was  married  at  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn.,  April  20,  1869,  to  Miss  Rebecca  M. 
Carr,  who  was  born  in  P>rownloe  Hill,  England,  July 
29,  1844,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Ann  (Carter) 
Carr.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Tinker  located  upon 
his  present  fine  farm  of  eighty-five  acres  in  Clifford 
township,  which  has  been  in  his  possession  for  some 
years,  and  has  been  operated  by  him.  He  is  a thor- 
ough and  systematic  agriculturist,  and  has  met  with 
most  excellent  success  in  his  farming  operations. 
He  is  also  an  able  business  man  of  known  reliability, 
and  has  always  rejected  public  office,  preferring  to 
give  his  undivided  attention  to  business  interests. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Junior  Order  United  American  Mechanics.  He  is  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
has  served  as  trustee  of  the  same  for  the  past  four 
years.  He  and  his  wife  are  widely  known  and  highly 
respected. 

Mrs.  Tinker's  parents, Henry  and  Ann  (Carter) 
Carr,  were  born  in  Brownloe  Hill,  England,  and  on 
coming  to  America  in  1866  located  in  Carbondale, 
Penn.,  where  the  father  died  March  8,  1868,  aged 
seventy  years.  In  his  native  land  he  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming,  but  here  he  lived  retired  from 
active  labor.  He  traveled  quite  extensively  in  the 
Old  World,  and  was  a well-informed  and  highly  re- 
spected man.  He  was  in  the  British  army  under 
Wellington  at  the  battle  of  AYaterloo,  and  lost  the 
middle  finger  of  his  right  hand  in  that  engagement. 
He  was  a sincere  and  consistent  Christian  and  a local 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his  wife 
also  belonged.  She  departed  this  life  January  27, 
1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  by  his  side  in  the  Carbondale  cemetery. 

AAROX  SMITH,  general  farmer  of  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the  old 
and  highly  esteemed  residents  of  this  neighbor- 
hood. He  was  born  February  23,  1838,  on  the 
place  which  he  now  owns,  a son  of  Henry  Smith  and 
Sarah  (Schoch)  Smith. 

Mr.  Smith’s  grandparents  were  of  German  an- 
cestry. His  grandmother  Smith  was  a daughter 
of  Honas  Metzgar,  born  in  Springfield  township, 
Bucks  Co.,  Penn.,  April  11,  1776.  Honas  Metz- 
gar moved  into  what  is  now  Monroe  county  before 
his  grandmother  Smith  grew  to  womanhood,  and 
purchased  a piece  of  land  in  Lower  Smithfield  town- 
ship, containing  n6lA  acres,  conveyed  by  deed  of 
Abraham  Ball,  consideration  116  £ 10  shillings,  on 
the  17th  day  of  December,  A.  D.,  1790.  The  prop- 
erty is  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Charles  M. 
Hoffman  (deceased). 

9 fid. 


John  Smith,  who  was  formerly  a resident  of 
Lehigh  county,  married  Anna  Maria  Metzgar.  He 
purchased  a piece  of  land  in  Lower  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Northampton  (now  Monroe)  county,  con- 
taining 102  acres,  situated  one  mile  north  of  East 
Stroudsburg,  which  is  now  the  Pool  property,  which 
was  conveyed  by  deed  of  Adam  Fehler  April  23, 
1801,  where  Mr.  Smith  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  He  left  his  wife  with  seven  children, 
five  boys  and  two  girls.  Henry,  the  eldest,  was 
the  father  of  our  subject;  he  was  born  November 
ii,  1798. 

(2)  John  married  a Miss  Hauser,  of  Monroe 

county.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer,  and  lived 
a number  of  years  in  Monroe  county,  thence  moved 
to  Northampton,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  Four  children  were  born  to  them : Bar- 

net,  who  was  a carpenter,  lived  in  Phillipsburg,  N. 
J.,  for  many  years,  and  is  now  deceased.  Samuel, 
who  lives  in  Bangor,  Penn.,  taught  school  for  thirty 
years ; during  recent  years  he  has  been  a carpenter. 
A family  of  children  were  born  to  them.  John,  Jr., 
and  Mary  are  both  deceased. 

(3)  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Transue.  They  were  residents  of  Monroe  county. 
Mr.  Transue  was  a descendant  of  French  Hugue- 
not ancestry.  He  settled  in  Monroe  county  at  an 
early  date,  and  died  in  1873.  Mrs.  Transue  died 
in  1857.  Seven  children  blessed  their  union,  as 
follows:  Julia,  wife  of  Jacob  Pipher , Catharine, 
wife  of  Henry  Treible;  Charles  S.  married  Ellen 
Croot ; Mary  married  David  Z.  Michael ; Sarah  mar- 
ried Jesse  Albert;  Matilda  became  the  wife  of 
George  M.  Hoffman ; and  George  S.  married  Jane 
Nye.  They  are  all  deceased  with  the  exception  of 
George  S.,  who  is  a Methodist  minister  located  at 
Solvay,  New  YY>rk. 

(4)  Jacob  Smith,  approaching  manhood,  found 
employment  in  Mt.  Bethel,  Northampton  county, 
becoming  a carpenter  by  trade.  He  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Mathias  Frutchey,  of  Mt.  Bethel, 
Northampton  county,  in  1825.  He  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  1884.  Nine  children  blessed  their  union: 
Samuel  (deceased)  ; Simon,  Catharine  M.  and 
and  Mary,  who  live  in  Mt.  Bethel,  Northampton 
Co.,  Penn. ; Madison,  who  lives  in  New  York  State; 
Jesse,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and  William  H. 
in  the  State  of  Washington;  Jacob  lives  in  Mis- 
souri; and  Sarah,  the  wife  of  William  LaBar,  re- 
sides in  Mechanicsville,  New  York. 

(5)  Samuel  located  in  Northampton  county 
after  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  a carpenter  by 
trade.  He  married  Sally  Rasley,  of  the  same  coun- 
ty. Three  children  blessed  this  union  of  the  first 
wife,  one  son  and  two  daughters.  Theodore  mar- 
ried a Miss  Ott;  Mary  A.  married  George  Trovell; 
and  Liza  J.  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Angelmire. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  ’fifties  he  located  in  Ste- 
phenson county,  111.  His  wife  died,  and  he  after- 
ward married  Mrs.  Jennie  Dodd,  of  Tennessee.  By 
her  one  daughter  and  two  sons  were  born.  The 
children  of  the  first  union  are  deceased.  Samuel 
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Smith  died  in  Stephenson  county,  111.,  about  fifteen 
years  ago. 

(6)  Catharine  married  Henry  Detrick,  of 

Smithfield.  Mr.  Detrick  in  his  early  manhood  was 
a carpenter,  later  in  life  he  became  a farmer,  con- 
tinuing the  business  a number  of  years ; then  sold 
his  farm  and  moved  to  East  Stroudsburg,  where  he 
lived  retired.  They  both  died  at  a good  old  age. 
They  had  a family  of  nine  children : Charles  S. 

died  in  Stroudsburg,  leaving  a widow  and  two 
daughters  to  survive  him.  William  S.  lived  in 
Raymond,  Blackhawk  Co.,  Iowa;  he  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business.  He  died  in  1897,  leav- 
ing a widow,  one  daughter  and  three  sons.  Sam- 
uel lives  in  East  Stroudsburg.  Mary,  who  was 
married  to  Simon  Myers,  long  since  deceased. 
George,  who  lives  in  Oelwein,  Fayette  Co.,  Iowa. 
Martin  lived  and  died  in  Smithfield.  Reuben  lives 
at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa.  Joseph  lives  in  the  State 
of  Nebraska.  Frank  lives  in  Cerro  Gordo  county, 
Iowa.  Amanda,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Smith, 
lives  in  Stroud  township. 

(7)  Daniel,  born  and  reared  in  Smithfield 

township,  a farmer  by  occupation,  married  Sarah 
Phillips,  of  Northampton  county.  Hoping  to  bet- 
ter his  condition  financially,  he  moved  to  Columbia 
county,  Penn.,  where  land  was  less  costly.  Five 
children  were  born  to  them : Joseph,  who  enlisted 

in  the  U.  S.  service  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  from 
disease  contracted  in  the  service ; and  four  daugh- 
ters, Sophia,  Susanna,  Maria  and  Cristann. 

Henry  Smith,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Power  Smith- 
field  township,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  Novem- 
ber 11,  1798,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  county. 
On  reaching  manhood  he  chose  the  trade  of  weaver. 
He  went  to  Lehigh  county,  where  he  learned  the 
art ; then  returned  to  Lower  Smithfield,  where  he 
erected  a shop  about  the  year  1819.  He  wove 
spreads  and  worked  in  general  for  farmers  and 
others.  In  connection  with  weaving  he  held  an  ap- 
pointment from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  many  years.  His  jurisdiction 
extended  over  five  townships.  He  and  his  wid- 
owed mother  kept  house  to  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
in  1828,  to  Miss  Sarah  Schoch,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Anna  M.  Schoch,  of  Mt.  Bethel,  Northampton 
Co.,  Penn.  Sarah  Schoch  was  born  April  10,  1806. 

Henry  Smith  continued  the  occupation  of 
weaving  until  about  1840,  when  failing  health 
brought  him  to  seek  a more  healthful  occupation. 
A number  of  children  were  already  added  to  the 
family.  He  purchased  some  additional  land  and 
began  farming.  Later  he  purchased  more  land  and 
built  the  necessary  farm  buildings,  also  an  addition 
to  his  house.  Schools  being  few  and  far  between, 
people,  generally  speaking,  were  unlearned.  In 
those  days  the  law  made  no  provision  for  limita- 
tion. It  was  common  for  creditors  to  sue  for  the 
collection  of  small  debts,  and  this  brought  distress 
and  trouble,  and  many  a person  sought  counsel  and 
advice  in  the  person  of  Squire  Smith.  Politically 
Mr.  Smith  was  an  Old-line  Whig  until  the  advent  I 


of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  a member  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church.  He  continued 
farming  up'  to  his  death,  on  September  6,  1862. 
Sarah  (Schoch)  Smith  survived  him  many  years, 
passing  away  on  the  old  homestead  February  11, 
1895,  in  her  eighty-ninth  year. 

Eleven  children  blessed  their  union,  all  born  on 
the  farm  in  Smithfield,  and  all  of  whom  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood. 

(1)  John  J.  died  in  November,  1862,  unmar- 
ried. 

(2)  Samuel  went  to  Northampton  county  and 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  with  Ins  uncle,  S. 
Smith.  He  married  Caroline  Engler,  of  the  same 
county,  where  he  lived  from  that  time  until  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  enlisted  as  a 
member  of  Company  Iv,  153rd  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, for  one  year’s  service,  during  which  time 
he  participated  in  the  engagements  at  Chancellors- 
ville  and  Gettysburg.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
he  removed  his  family  to  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn., 
where  he  still  lives.  They  had  four  children : 
George,  who  died  in  1884,  in  young  manhood; 
Emma,  Stella  and  Harry.  Stella  was  graduated 
from  the  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School,  class 
of  1891,  and  has  since  been  a successful  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  city  of  W;lkes  Barre. 
Harry  is  a bookkeeper  in  Wilkes  Barre,  and  an 
accomplished  musician.  Emma  lives  with  her  par- 
ents. • Mr.  Smith,  his  wife  and  family  are  members 
and  active  workers  in  the  M.  E.  Church.  Politic- 
ally Mr.  Smith  is  a Republican. 

(3)  Mary  died  in  August,  1895,  at  the  Dela- 
ware Water  Gap.  She  was  unmarried.  She  was 
a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church ; was  devoted  to 
her  Church,  and  gave  liberally  of  her  means  for  its 
support.  For  eighteen  years  she  was  assistant 
matron  of  the  Orphans’  Home  in  Wilkes  Barre, 
and  was  devoted  to  its  interests. 

(4)  Levi,  after  leaving  the  old  home,  learned 

the  trade  of  bricklaying  and  plastering,  and  for 
many  years  engaged  in  that  pursuit.  In  the  fall 
of  1862  he  was  drafted  in  the  service.  At  the 
organization  of  the  176th  regiment  he  was  chosen 
second  lieutenant  of  Company  C,  for  nine  months, 
which  time  he  served  on  the  coast  of  South  Caro- 
lina. On  his  discharge  from  service  he  returned 
to  East  Stroudsburg,  where  he  continued  his  occu- 
pation in  connection  with  a farm  he  purchased  near 
the  town,  which  he  has  occupied  for  a good  many 
years.  In  1861  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Mott, 
daughter  of  Edward  Mott,  of  Stroud  township. 
They  have  three  surviving  children : Artisee, 

Sherman  L.  and  Lutetia.  Hannah  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  and  two  children  died  in  infancy.  Sher- 
man L.  is  a graduate  of  the  Millersville  State  Nor- 
mal School.  He  resides  at  Plymouth,  Penn.,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
for  a number  of  years.  He  married  Catharine 
Walton,  of  Plymouth.  They  nave  one  daughter. 
Artisee,  also  a graduate  of  Millersville  State  Nor- 
mal School,  makes  her  home  in  Laramie,  State  < 
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"Wyoming,  where  she  is  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching.  Lutetia  married  Howard  Shively,  of 
East  Stroudsburg.  Mr.  Shively  is  a barber  by 
trade.  They  live  in  Bushkill,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.  They 
have  one  danghter. 

(5)  Henry  Smith,  Jr.,  married  Miss  Cathar- 
ine iviosteller,  daughter  of  Philip  Mosteller,  of 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.  Mr.  Smith 
is  a mason  by  trade.  They  live  in  Scranton,  Penn. 
They  have  two  children,  Howard  M.  and  Hattie. 
Howard  M.  is  a graduate  of  the  Philadelphia  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy,  and  has  been  engaged  in  phar- 
macy most  of  the  time  since  his  graduation.  He 
now  lives  on  a farm  at  Liberty  Pails,  N.  Y.  He 
married  Miss  Anna  Gould,  daughter  of  a Meth- 
odist minister.  Two  children,  a daughter  and  son, 
have  been  born  to  them.  Hattie  is  a graduate  of 
the  Scranton  high  school,  and  has  given  half  a 
score  of  years  of  her  life  to  teaching.  She  is  mar- 
ried to  Prof.  James  R.  Hughs,  a graduate  of  Buck- 
nell  University.  He  is  professor  of  Latin  and 
Greek  in  the  Scranton  high  school.  Mr.  Smith  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Smith  is  an  uncompromising  Prohibi- 
tionist. (6)  Aaron  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth. 
(7)  Margaret  became  the  wife  of  Omer  B.  Smith, 
of  Monroe  county,  Penn.  He  died  in  1887,  leaving 
two  sons,  Orville  and  Charles  Russel.  The  former 
is  by  occupation  a house  painter;  the  latter  is  still 
in  school.  O.  B.  Smith  was  a member  of  Com- 
pany G,  142nd  regiment  Pa.  Voh,  served  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  was  mustered  out  at  the  close 
of  the  struggle.  He  took  part  in  a number  of  bat- 
tles, and  was  wounded  in  the  hand  at  the  battle  of 
Predericksburg,  Va.  After  his  marriage  he  moved 
to  Wilkes  Barre,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a car- 
penter until  a few  years  before  his  death,  when  he 
returned  to  Monroe  county,  where  he  died.  They 
lost  a daughter  in  childhood.  (8)  Reuben  mar- 
ried Miss  Almeda  Stetler,  of  Ashley,  Luzerne 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  reside  with  their  family  of 
five  children : Sterling,  Elethea,  Ruth,  Day  and 

Ethel.  Sterling  is  married  and  lives  in  Ashley. 
Mr.  Smith  has  been  engaged  in  delivering  coal  to 
customers  in  Wilkes  Barre  and  Ashley.  (9) 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  E.  D.  Huffman,  of  Mar- 
shall’s Creek,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.  They  have  eight 
children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  ( 10) 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Newhart,  of  Delaware 
Water  Gap,  Penn.  They  have  one  daughter,  Jen- 
nie, who  lives  with  her  parents.  She  is  organist  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Delaware  Water  Gap. 

( 1 1 ) Charles  S.,  the~youngest  child,  was  born 
August  28,  1848.  His  early  life  was  spent  at  home 
on  the  farm.  At  twenty  he  clerked  for  two  years 
in  a store  in  East  Stroudsburg,  and  later  taught 
school  two  winters  in  the  old  Houserville  school 
house.  In  April,  1873,  he  entered  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  at  Millersville,  Penn.,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  there  in  July,  1875.  The  following 
vvinrer  he  was  principal  of  the  public  schools  of 
iast  Stroudsburg.  In  the  Centennial  year  he  be- 


gan teaching  in  Tremount  Seminary,  Norristown, 
Penn.,  and  remained  there  five  years.  During  his 
stay  there,  in  June,  1880,  he  married  Ella  Dresher, 
of  Norristown.  In  1881,  because  of  ill  health,  he 
resigned  his  position,  and  in  September  of  that  year 
went  west  and  located  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 
There  he  has  since  resided.  After  going  to  Iowa 
he  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  law,  and  has  since 
given  his  time  to  law,  loans  and  real  estate.  In 
politics  he  is  a conservative  Republican ; in  religion 
a Presbyterian.  He  has  never  held  any  public 
office  except  that  of  school  director ; is  a Sunday- 
school  worker,  Church  trustee  and  Y.  M.  C.  A.  di- 
rector. Two  children  have  been  born  into  his  fam- 
ily: Herbert  H.,  on  April  17,  1883;  and  Florence, 

on  July  2,  1887. 

Aaron  Smith  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  of 
his  birth,  and  received  such  educational  advantages 
as  were  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of  his  boy- 
hood days.  He  was  trained  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, assisting  his  father  in  the  work  about  the 
home  farm,  and  in  his  early  manhood  also  learned 
the  milling  business,  at  which  he  served  four  years. 

Mr.  Smith  was  enrolled,  August  18,  1862,  at 
Stroudsburg,  under  W.  K.  Haviland,  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war.  The  company  was  called 
to  Harrisburg  on  September  1.  A regimental  or- 
ganization was  effected  by  the  choice  of  the  follow- 
ing officers : Colonel,  Robert  P.  Cummings,  of 

Somerset  county;  lieutenant-colonel,  Alfred  B. 
McCalmont,  of  Venango  county;  major,  John 
Bradley,  of  Luzerne  county.  It  was  called  the 
142nd  Regiment  Pa.  Vols.,  and  was  sworn  into  the 
U.  S.  service  at  Harrisburg.  The  following  day 
they  were  ordered  to  Washington,  and  arrived 
there  just  as  the  wounded  were  coming  in  after  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Few  of  them  had  ever 
seen  the  distinguished  place  before,  and  the  dome  of 
the  great  Capitol  building  rose  up  before  them  in 
great  splendor  as  they  entered  the  city.  They 
learned  from  the  wounded  that  came  flocking  into 
the  city  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  been 
defeated  on  the  same  identical  ground  where  the 
first  battle  of  Bull  Run  had  been  fought  the  year 
before.  The  regiment  was  marched  out  about  four 
miles,  near  the  Maryland  line,  where  they  were  or- 
dered into  camp.  Soon  the  regiment  was  actively 
engaged  throwing  up  earthworks  and  felling  the 
trees  around  the  chain  of  forts.  While  encamped 
here  Gen.  McClellan,  at  the  head  of  the  defeated 
army,  passed  their  camp  for  Maryland.  A few 
days  later  the  booming  of  cannon  was  heard,  which 
proved  to  be  at  South  Mountain  between  Gens. 
Hill  and  Longstreet,  Confederates,  and  Hooker  and 
Reno,  Federals.  Three  days  later,  on  the  17th  of 
September,  the  battle  of  Antietam  was  fought. 
Gen.  Lee  retreated  from  the  field.  The  loss  of 
killed  and  wounded  was  heavy  on  both  sides.  Gen. 
Lee  crossed  the  Potomac  into  Virginia.  The  142nd 
regiment  was  ordered  to  pack  up  and  leave  for 
Washington,  where  they  boarded  a train  on  the 
B.  & O.  railroad  for  Frederick,  Md.  There  a gen- 
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eral  field  hospital  was  established  for  the  wounded 
which  were  brought  to  that  place  from  South 
Mountain  and  Antietam.  The  regiment  was  on 
duty  there  for  a few  weeks,  where  they  heard  the 
groans  among  the  suffering,  wounded  and  dying 
soldiers.  From  this  place  his  regiment  left  for 
Antietam,  where  they  joined  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. On  October  26,  which  was  Sunday,  with 
this  grand  old  army  they  made  their  first  day's 
march.  They  well  remember  the  day.  It  com- 
menced raining  in  the  morning  and  continued  till 
late  in  the  night,  when  it  changed  into  sleet  and 
snow.  That  was  a night  of  suffering.  In  the 
morning  they  found  the  fences  for  miles  around 
had  been  burned.  The  next  morning  they  resumed 
their  march,  and  that  night  camped  at  Berlin,  on 
the  Potomac.  They  remained  there  a few  days, 
where  they  were  supplied  with  rations  and  forty 
rounds  of  ammunition.  Then  they  crossed  the 
Potomac  on  their  march  to  Fredericksburg.  On 
the  way,  at  Warrenton,  Va.,  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  was  drawn  up  into  line  and  reviewed  by 
President  Lincoln,  Gen.  McClellan  and  Gen.  Burn- 
side. At  this  place  Gen.  Burnside  superseded  Gen. 
McClellan  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. They  continued  the  march  to  Brooks  Sta- 
tion, where  the  army  encamped  a few  days,  getting 
ready  for  the  great  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  which 
was  fought  December  13,  1862,  proving  a dis- 
astrous defeat  to  Gen.  Burnside’s  army.  They  re- 
treated across  the  Rappahannock  under  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night.  In  the  morning  the  defeated 
army  was  safely  across  the  river.  The  loss  to  the 
regiment  was  270  men  killed  and  wounded.  Major 
Bradley  was  shot  in  the  leg,  and  died  from  its 
effects.  The  battle  was  brief  but  terrific.  Many 
of  Mr.  Smith’s  comrades  in  his  company  fell  in  the 
advance.  Mr.  Smith  found  his  overcoat  the  worse 
for  wear  after  the  battle,  several  holes  being  dis- 
covered. From  this  place  the  army  went  into  win- 
ter quarters  at  Belle  Plain,  Va.  In  February  a gen- 
eral move  was  ordered,  which  proved  a disastrous 
affair,  and,  was  known  as  the  “Burnside  Mud 
March.”  The  next  engagement  was  at  Chancel- 
lorsville,  and  there  the  army  met  with  further  dis- 
aster. His  regiment,  connected  with  the  First 
Army  Corps,  was  making  a feint  below  Fredericks- 
burg to  draw  the  enemy’s  force  from  Chancellors- 
ville.  The  enemy  was  shelling  them  from  the 
heights.  Disaster  happened  to  the  Eleventh  Corps, 
and  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  report  with  haste 
to  the  right  of  the  army.  As  they  pulled  out  a 
piece  of  an  exploded  shell  took  the  under  jaw  off 
of  the  Colonel’s  horse.  Another  horse  was  sub- 
stituted, a forward  move  was  made.  They  reached 
Chancellorsville,  a distance  of  eighteen  miles,  in  the 
night.  After  crossing  at  the  W.  S.  Ford  they 
passed  to  the  front,  where  the  battle  was  raging. 
As  the  regiment  went  into  line  of  battle  on  the  eve 
of  a charge,  there  came  a lull  in  the  battle,  as  both 
armies  ceased  firing.  The  regiment  slept  on  their 
arms  for  the  night.  In  the  morning  the  battle  was 


resumed  on  the  left  and  center.  Rain  fell  that 
night  in  torrents  and  the  army  was  withdrawn, 
a cause  of  discouragement,  and  the  ranks  depleted. 

The  army  then  went  into  camp  below  Freder- 
icksburg, near  the  Rappahannock,  doing  picket  duty 
and  drilling,  preparing  for  another  movement. 
After  a few  weeks  in  camp,  stories  were  rife  for 
another  movement.  Orders  were  issued  that  men 
were  to  have  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  and  sev- 
eral days’  rations,  and  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s 
notice.  Gen.  Lee,  with  his  entire  army,  was  mak- 
ing up  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to  invade  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania.  . The  Army  of  the  Potomac  was 
on  its  move  toward  Washington.  His  corps,  the 
First,  commanded  by  Gen.  Reynolds,  by  long  and 
hard  marches  up  through  Virginia  and  crossing  the 
Potomac  at  Edward’s  Ferry,  reached  Emmetsburg 
June  30,  by  way  of  Frederick.  Scouts  reported  the 
enemy  in  force  at  Gettysburg,  eight  miles  away. 
Early  on  July  1 the  corps  left  Emmetsburg  and 
advanced  toward  Gettysburg,  the  weather  being 
hot,  the  men  jaded  and  worn  out  by  long  marching. 
They  soon  heard  the  firing  of  skirmishers ; the 
column  filed  left  of  the  town  and  came  into  line  on 
Seminary  ridge.  The  battle  opened.  Gen.  Rey- 
nolds fell  while  riding  with  the  advance  skirmish- 
ers. Gen.  Doubleday  succeeded  Gen.  Reynolds  in 
command.  Batteries  were  gotten  into  position,  and 
the  firing  was  terrible.  The  enemy  had  a superior 
force  in  numbers.  His  corps  fell  back  through  the 
town,  and  escape  seemed  impossible.  Here  is  where 
Mr.  Smith  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  perhaps- 
two  thousand  beside.  The  remnant  of  Reynolds’ 
corps  formed  in  line  on  Cemetery  Hill.  Gen.  Han- 
cock, with  his  corps,  arrived  in  the  nick  of  time, 
and  stayed  the  progress  of  the  advancing  foe  for 
the  day.  At  the  close  of  this  day’s  contest  Mr. 
Smith  extracted  a minie  ball  from  his  haversack, 
lodged  among  the  hardtack.  His  colonel  fell  on 
the  field  mortally  wounded,  and  many  of  his  com- 
rades to  rise  no  more.  The  cannonading  on  the 
second  and  third  day  was  terrific.  After  Gen. 
Pickett’s  charge  and  repulse  on  the  third  day,  Gen. 
Lee  commenced  his  retreat  the  following"  day  over 
the  mountains  into  Maryland,  crossed  the  Potomac 
at  Williamsport,  thence  up  the  valley  to  Staunton,. 
Va.  In  making  this  tramp  Mr.  Smith’s  shoes  were 
worn  out,  and  he  marched  barefoot.  His  pants 
no  longer  reached  to  his  ankles.  The  same  was 
true  of  the  rest  of  the  large  number  of  prisoners. 
They  arrived  at  Richmond,  and  were  marched  over 
on  Belle  Isle,  about  August  1.  After  spending  two 
months  on  the  island  they  were  paroled  and  sent  ^o 
Annapolis,  where  the  men  took  a thorough  scour- 
ing and  received  new  clothing.  Once  more  they 
were  in  God’s  country,  where  Old  Glory  waved  over 
the  land  of  the  free  and  the  homes  of  the  brave. 
The  winter  was  spent  at  Camp  Parole,  Annapolis, 
Md.  The  following  day  they  were  exchanged 
and  joined  their  regiment,  after  Gen.  Grant’s  cam- 
paign of  the  Wilderness,  at  Cold  Harbor,  on  June 
6,  1864.  The  army  moved  forward,  marched  through 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1013 


Chickahominy  Swamp,  crossed  the  James  river  and 
arrived  in  front  of  Petersburg  June  18,  1864.  They 
found  the  enemy  in  force,  attacked,  and  pressed 
them  back  into  their  first  line  of  earthworks,  under 
the  cover  of  darkness,  formed  the  line,  and  threw  up 
the  breastworks  as  close  to  the  enemy  as  could  be 
got.  Forts  were  then  thrown  up  by  large  details 
of  men  nightly.  In  this  way  the  line  was  estab- 
lished for  miles,  and  supplied  with  cannon.  An- 
other important  move  was  made  to  take  the  Weldon 
railroad,  which  resulted  in  a severe  engagement. 
The  next  engagement  was  that  of  Hatcher’s  Run ; 
then  Chapin’s  farm ; then  Davney’s  Mills.  Winter 
now  came  on.  In  December  Mr.  Smith’s  corps  and 
the  cavalry  made  a raid  nearly  to  the  line  of  North 
Carolina  for  the  destruction  of  the  Weldon  rail- 
road. The  next  move,  in  the  spring  of  1865,  was 
to  take  the  South  Sicie  railroad  and  Five  Forks, 
which  resulted  in  a hard-fought  battle  by  the  Fifth 
corps  and  cavalry.  The  Rebel  army  was  routed. 
A forced  march  was  made  to  Amelia  Court  House, 
where  Gen.  Lee  was  cut  off  from  getting  to  Dan- 
ville. Lee  then  started  his  retreat  toward  Lynch- 
burg, and  at  Appomattox  Court  House  was  com- 
pelled to  surrender,  April  9,  1865.  The  subject  of 
this  review  was  an  eye  witness  to  his  surrender. 
The  Army  of  the  Potomac  considered  the  war 
brought  to  a close.  They  returned  to  Washington 
by  way  of  Petersburg  and  Fredericksburg,  where 
the  comrades  took  part  in  the  last  grand  review, 
and  were  mustered  out  of  service  a few  days  later. 
The  subject  was  mustered  out  as  first  sergeant. 
They  then  went  to  Harrisburg,  drew  their  final  pay, 
bade  each  other  farewell,  and  left  for  home.  His 
regiment,  the  142nd  Pa.  Yol.,  took  part  in  twenty- 
four  engagements.  Mr.  Smith  did  not  spend  one 
day  in  hospital. 

Mr.  Smith,  on  returning  home,  resumed  farm- 
ing in  Monroe  county,  and  carried  it  on  success- 
fully until  1884,  when  he  sold  the  larger  part  of  his 
place.  In  October,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Mar- 
garet Overfield,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
daughter  of  John  M.  and  Lydia  Overfield, 
who  had  a family  of  five  children : Sarah 

died  in  infancy.  William  J.,  who  was  a resident 
of  Elma,  Howard  Co.,  Iowa,  died  in  November, 
1898,  leaving  a widow  and  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters.  One  son,  Elmer  E.,  M.  D., 
is  serving  his  second  term  as  representative  to  the 
Iowa  Legislature.  William  J.  Overfield  married 
Miss  Maria  Shoemaker,  of  New  Jersey,  daughter 
of  Moses  and  Sarah  (Van  Campen)  Shoemaker. 
George  M.  Overfield,  who  resides  in  Bethlehem, 
Penn.,  married  Elizabeth  Shick,  of  Northampton 
county.  They  have  eight  surviving  children,  three 
sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  have  graduated 
from  the  Bethlehem  high  school.  Elizabeth  Over- 
field became  the  wife  of  John  V.  Shoemaker,  of  New 
Jersey.  In  1862  Mr.  Shoemaker  was  chosen  cap- 
tain of  Company  C,  178th  drafted  regiment  of  in- 
fantry, for  nine  months'  service  in  the  Civil  war. 
He  died  in  1881.  His  wife  passed  away  in  July, 


1888,  without  issue;  and  Margaret  Overfield,  wife 
of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Smith’s  great-great-grand- 
father was  Paul  Overfield.  He  was  of  Dutch  ori- 
gin, and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county ; 
he  was,  according  to  records,  assessed  with  160 
acres  of  land  in  Middle  Smithfield  township  in 
1786.  Mrs.  Margaret  (Overfield)  Smith’s  great- 
grandfather on  her  maternal  side  was  George  Mich- 
ael, Sr.  He,  with  his  wife  Anna  Margaret  and 
their  three  sons  and  their  wives,  came  from  Forks 
township,  Northampton  county.  They  were  of 
German  parentage.  They  settled  along  the  Dela- 
ware river,  four  miles  above  Shawnee,  on  four 
tracts  of  land  conveyed  by  deed  of  Isaac  Humphrey 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth  to  George  Michael,  Sr.,  April 
23,  1794,  containing  about  eight  hundred  acres, 
consideration  £2,900.  George  M.  Michael,  a grand- 
son, who  lived  in  the  same  house,  was  a son  of  John 
Michael,  Sr.,  and  died  July  16,  1893,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-three  years  and  sixteen  days. 
The  grandparents  of  our  subject's  wife  were  John 
Michael,  Sr.,  and  Elizabeth  (Schnable)  Michael; 
the  latter,  who  died  in  1830,  was  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  two  sons  and  eight  daughters.  One  of 
the  daughters  was  Lydia  (Michael)  Overfield, 
mother  of  our  subject’s  wife.  She  died  April  9, 
1891. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  come  two  chil- 
dren : Lizzie,  who  died  in  childhood,  and  Lucy, 

who  was  born  in  March,  1870,  and  is  still  living 
with  her  parents.  She  received  her  education  in 
the  pubilc  schools  and  the  Kutztown  (Penn.)  State 
Normal  School,  graduating  from  the  latter  institu- 
tion in  the  class  of  1890.  She  was  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  for  five  years  after  her  grad- 
uation, one  year  in  Lansford,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn., 
and  four  successive  years  in  the  Stroudsburg  public 
schools.  Miss  Smith  is  a well-informed,  refined 
young  lady,  well  known  and  liked  in  the  locality 
where  she  lives.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  settled  on  the  old  Smith  homestead, 
which  he  purchased  after  his  father’s  death,  and  here 
he  has  since  made  his  home,  with  the  exception  of 
three  years  which  he  spent  in  Middle  Smithfield, 
along  the  Delaware  river. 

Mr.  Smith  is  known  as  a frugal,  industrious 
man,  one  who  has  made  an  honest  living  by  his 
energy,  good  management  and  strictly  temperate 
habits,  and  is  ranked  among  the  solid,  respected 
citizens  of  the  township.  His  estimable  wife  shares 
with  him  the  good  opinion  of  their  friends  and 
neighbors.  They  are  noted  for  their  kindness  and 
hospitality,  which  are  almost  proverbial  in  Smith- 
field.  Mr.  Smith  holds  membership  with  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  his  wife  and  daughter  with  the  M.  E. 
Church.  They  are  regular  attendants  at  Church 
services,  and  actively  engaged  in  Sunday-school 
work.  Mr.  Smith  served  a number  of  terms  as 
school  director.  He  was  appointed  enumerator  for 
Smithfield  township,  and  took  the  census  for  1890. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  for  President  of  the  Lnited 
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States  in  i860.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  G. 
A.  R.,  belonging  to  Wadsworth  Post  150,  Strouds- 
burg, Penn.  The  Smith  brothers  are  strictly  non- 
drinkers and  anti-tobacconists,  an  example  worthy 
of  imitation. 

PARDON  T.  LINDSEY.  Among  the  old 
residents  of  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, the  subject  of  this  sketch  takes  high  rank.  His 
personality  is  forceful  and  attractive,  and  he  has 
exemplified  the  life  of  an  earnest  and  public-spirited 
citizen.  His  grandfather,  Amherst  Lindsey,  a na- 
tive of  Scotland,  migrated  to  America  and  lived  for 
years  in  Vermont.  Later  he  removed  to  Bridge- 
water  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
purchased  a farm  of  105  acres  and  resided  a num- 
ber of  years.  He  later  purchased  another  farm, 
near  by,  and  he  died  in  Dimock  township,  at  the 
same  residence  of  his  son. 

Myron  Lindsey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Vermont  in  1804.  He  was  a grown  boy 
when  he  came  with  his  father  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. He  was  married  in  Bridgewater  township  to 
Malinda  Tiffany,  daughter  of  Noah  Tiffany,  who 
settled  in  Brooklyn  township  in  1809.  [A  sketch 
of  the  Tiffany  family  appears  elsewhere.]  Myron 
Lindsey  was  a man  of  Christian  character.  I11  pol- 
itics he  was  a Republican  in  his  later  life.  He 
died  in  Bridgewater  in  1857  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
three  years,  his  wife  in  1891,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety  years.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
James,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  Jane,  who  died 
young;  Olney,  who  died  young;  Nancy,  who  mar- 
ried Edwin  Tiffany,  and  lived  at  Sugar  Notch,  Lu- 
zerne county;  Pardon  T.,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Lucy,  wife  of  Highland  Bissell,  of  Bridgewa- 
ter township. 

Pardon  T.  Lindsey  was  born  in  Dimock  town- 
ship, August  21,  1841.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Bridgewater  township,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  began  farm  work.  O11  August  9,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  141st  P.  V.  I.,  and  served 
until  discharged  on  surgeon’s  certificate  in  Novem- 
ber of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Lindsey,  when  his 
health  was  recovered,  worked  for  a time  as  a car- 
penter and  later  in  a sawmill.  He  was  married,  in 
1867,  in  Brooklyn  township,  to  Mary  Goss,  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  and  Sarah  (Gard)  Goss.  Edward 
Goss  was  married  in  Dimock  township  in  1822, 
and  died  December  25,  1868.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Susquehanna  county  March  6,  1825,  and  is  now 
living  at  Glenwood,  Penn.  The  family  of  Edward 
and  Sarah  Goss  consisted  of  the  following  children : 
John  Milan,  who  died  young;  Jane  Ann,  who  also 
died  young;  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject,  born  June 
10,  1849;  Susan  Emeline,  born  in  1851,  wife  of 
Cannon  Sprague,  of  Lenox  township ; Edgar  Fre- 
mont, who  died  in  early  childhood;  Julietta,  wife 
-of  E.  W.  Lord,  of  Hopbottom ; and  Minnie  Au- 
gusta, wife  of  A.  G.  Wheeler,  of  Tompkinsville. 
Pennsylvania. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  two 


sons:  Edwin,  born  in  1869,  a carpenter  of  Peck- 

ville,  Penn.,  and  Ernest,  born  in  1873,  a carpen- 
ter of  Ashley,  Penn.  Mr.  Lindsey  located  in  Hop- 
bottom  in  1868,  and  for  nine  years  was  employed  by 
the  D.  L.  & W.  R.  R.  Co.  Later  he  followed  car- 
penter work  in  Lenox  township.  In  1884  he  bought 
a farm  of  eleven  acres  in  Lathrop  township,  and 
erected  his  present  residence,  doing  all  the  work 
himself.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 
Himself  and  wife  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Brooklyn,  of  which  for 
the  past  five  years  he  dias  been  a trustee.  He  is  a 
member  of  Lieut.  Rogers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  143, 
of  Brooklyn,  Penn.  He  now  follows  his  trade  of 
carpentering  in  connection  with  farming,  and  for 
his  many  sterling  qualities  is  most  highly  regarded 
throughout  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

H.  C.  JACKSON,  a prominent  and  influential 
farmer  residing  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  there,  May 
12,  1848,  and  was  one  of  the  six  children  constitut- 
ing the  family  of  John  and  Abbie  W.  (Appley) 
Jackson. 

Reared  under  the  parental  roof,  Mr.  Jackson 
began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
locality,  later  attending  the  Union  Academy  at  Da- 
mascus, Penn.,  for  several  terms.  After  teaching 
for  two  terms  in  Fremont,  Sullivan,  Co..  N.-  \ ., 
he  accepted  a position  as  clerk  for  Fortnam  & 
Smith,  who  conducted  a general  store  at  Tyler 
Hill,  Wayne  county,  remaining  with  them  for  ten 
years.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Dyberry  town- 
ship, and  entered  the  employ  of  Menner  & Co.,  and 
conducted  a branch  store  for  that  firm  for  eight 
years  at  Tanners  Falls.  In  1887  he  located  upon 
his  present  farm,  known  as  the  Monington  farm, 
on  which  he  has  erected  a model  $2,000  residence, 
with  broad  piazza  and  bay  windows.  He  has  also 
built  good  barns,  a spring  house  for  milk,  and  made 
many  other  excellent  improvements  which  add 
greatly  to  the  value  and  attractive  appearance  of 
the  place.  In  connection  with  general  farming 
he  is  engaged  in  stock  raising  and  dairying.  He 
is  interested  in  all  the  new  and  progressive  meth- 
ods of  farming,  and  in  1896  was  elected  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Wayne  County  Farmers  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Co.,  which  was  organized  in  1891. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  married,  in  1872,  to  Miss 
Josephine  Anderson,  a successful  teacher,  who  was 
a native  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Hannah  Anderson,  both  now  de- 
ceased. She  is  a sister  of  Capt.  Anderson,  of  Cal- 
iicoon  Depot,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have 
four  children:  R.  E.,  who  as  a veterinary  sur- 

geon graduated  from  the  Toronto  (Canada)  Vet- 
erinary College  in  1896;  Julia  H.,  a competent  and 
successful  teacher  in  Wayne  county ; Edna  Blanche ; 
and  Harry  G.,  at  home.  Politically  Mr.  Jackson 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in 
which  he  is  serving  as  superintendent  of  the  Sab- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1.015 


bath  school  at  Tyler  Hill.  He  is  a director  and 
vice-president  of  the  Wayne  County  Agricultural 
Society,  and  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  pro- 
gressive men  of  his  community.  He  is  also  sec- 
retary of  the  school  board,  and  takes  a deep  inter- 
est in  everything  that  tends  to  the  advancement  of 
the  moral  and  educational  welfare  of  his  township 
and  countv. 

CHARLES  IT.  WOOD.  Among  the  residents 
of  Pike  county  who  may  be  considered  self-made 
men,  who  have  within  them  those  sterling  traits 
that  rise  superior  to  circumstances,  and  who  are 
not  only  instances  of  individual  success  but  exam- 
ples of  guidance  for  the  young  and  ambitious,  must 
be  mentioned  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  A keynote 
to  this  character  may  be  noted  here.  When  a lad 
of  thirteen  years,  during  the  final  year  of  the  great 
struggle  between  the  North  and  South,  he  sought 
to  enlist  as  a drummer  boy  in  the  service  of  his 
country ; but  against  this  patriotic  resolve  his  par- 
ents entered  a vigorous  and  successful  veto. 

Mr.  Wood  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1849,  a son  °f  Thomas  and  Matilda  L. 
(French)  Wood,  and  a grandson  of  William  Wood. 
The  latter  was  an  Englishman  of  considerable  prom- 
inence, and  lived  at  Canterbury,  England.  He  had 
a family  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  latter 
being  named  Charity  and  Susan.  Thomas,  one  of 
the  sons  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Canterbury  in  March,  1808.  When  a young  man 
he  left  home  and  friends  for  America.  He  mar- 
ried Matilda  L.  French,  who  was  born  in  Lon- 
don, England,  in  1824,  a daughter  of  Dr.  French, 
who  had  served  in  the  English  army,  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  French  and  held  for  some  time. 
Returning  to  England,  he  resumed  his  practice,  and 
died  of  blood  poisoning,  caused  by  a cut  in  perform- 
ing an  operation.  The  mother  of  Matilda  died 
when  the  latter  was  nine  days  old.  Matilda  had 
one  sister,  Mary  Ann,  and  they  were  reared  by  an 
aunt. 

After  his  arrival  in  America,  Thomas  Wood 
carried  on,  in  New  York  City,  a soap-manufactur- 
ing business  until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  Mil- 
ford, Penn.  There  he  rented  a farm  for  a time, 
and  later  conducted  a painting  business.  Return- 
ing to  New  York  in  1870.  he  conducted  a news 
stand  until  1884.  Again  taking  up  his  residence  at 
Milford,  he  lived  a retired  life  until  his  death,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1887.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife 
died  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  June  17,  1897,  and  was 
buried  at  Milford.  Thomas  and  Matilda  Wood 
had  eleven  children,  as  follows:  George  AY,  of 

New  York  City;  Charles  H.,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Winnie  M. ; Tillie  I.. ; Frank  M..  a druggist  at  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Ernest  C..  a painter  at  Milford;  Lil- 
lie ; and  William,  Durand,  AAr alter  and  Thomas,  all 
four  being  deceased. 

Charles  IL  in  his  boyhood  days. began  the  bat- 
tle of  life.  He  received  a common-school  educa- 


tion, but  his  mental  development  has  been  largely 
practical  in  its  nature,  and  very  valuable.  At  the 
age  of  nine  years  he  began  to  earn  his  own  living 
by  working  on  a farm  in  New  York  State,  and  later 
he  was  employed  by  a florist  in  New  York  City. 
He  removed  with  his  parents  to  Milford,  and  there 
worked  on  a farm.  Next  he  was  a salesman  for 
five  years  in  the  general  store  of  C.  C.  Pin  shot. 
Mr.  Wood  then  learned  the  painter’s  trade,  which  he 
has  carried  on  ever  since,  although  his  active  mind 
sought  supplementary  avenues  of  labor  and  busi- 
ness. For  seven  years  he  was  steward  of  the 
“Bluff  House.”  In  1883  he  entered  the  service  of 
H.  S.  Mott  as  a funeral  director.  He  afterward 
bought  a one-third  interest,  later  increased  to  one- 
half  interest,  in  the  undertaking  business,  the  firm 
name  becoming  Horton  & Wood.  Mr.  W ood  con- 
ducted the  first  funeral  in  the  New  Milford  cem- 
etery, and  also  the  first  at  which  the  vault  was  used. 

In  politics  Mr.  AAYod  is  a Democrat.  For 
three  years  he  has  been  tax  collector  at  Milford, 
and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  served  as 
court  crier.  He  has  served  in  the  town  council  two 
years,  and  for  the  same  period  was  treasurer.  He 
is  a prominent  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being  a 
charter  member  of  the  lodge  at  Milford. 

Mr.  W ood  was  married  January  7,  1874,  to 
Aliss  Josephine  Aldrich,  of  Westfall  township,  Pike 
county.  She  was  born  January  1,  1853,  a. daughter 
of  Adna  T.  and  Nancy  Jane  (Lutes)  Aldrich,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Jacob  O.  and  May  (Youngs) 
Aldrich,  natives  of  Germany,  who  became  early  and 
prominent  residents  of  Pike  county,  Penn.  Adna 
T.  Aldrich  was  a native  of  Pike  county,  and  was  a 
school  teacher  by  profession.  He  died  in  1850, 
leaving  a widow  and  four  children,  John  M.;  a 
farmer;  Mary  E.  (deceased);  Levi,  a leading 
farmer  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; and  Josephine, 
wife  of  our  subject.  . The  eldest  of  the  family, 
John  M.  Aldrich,  is  a leading  farmer  of  Westfall 
township,  Pike  county,  owning  a fine  farm  of  134 
acres,  100  of  which  are  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation. The  place  is  adorned  with  fine  buildings. 
Mr.  Aldrich  uses  the  latest  improved  machinery; 
He  was  the  first  man  to  build  a silo  in  Pike  county. 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Aldrich,  mother  of  Mrs.  Wood,  for  her 
second  husband  married  Henry  Hall,  a farmer  of 
English  birth,  who  died  December  9,  1879.  He  came 
of  a good  family,  and  early  in  life  had  been  butler 
for  Queen  Victoria.  On  coming  to  America  he  was 
in  business  in  New  \ork  City  for  some  ten  years, 
and  then  came  to  Pike  county  and  purchased  a fine 
farm,  becoming  a man  of  prominence  and  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  of  the  county.  He  was  a Dem- 
ocrat in  political  faith,  though  no  office  seeker.  By 
this  marriage  there  was  one  child,  Henry  Hall,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

To  Charles  H.  and  Josephine  Wood  were  born 
two  children,  Blanche  A.  and  Charles  G.  Blanche 
is  a graduate  from  the  Milford  high  school  class 
of  1893,  and  of  the  State  Normal  of  Stroudsburg; 
she  has  received  a fine  musical  education,  and  is 
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now  engaged  in  teaching.  For  eight  years  she 
has  been  organist  in  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Charles  G.  is  also  a graduate  of  the  Milford  high 
school,  and  of  Packard’s  Business  College,  New 
York.  He  is  a graduate  from  the  United  States 
School  of  Embalming,  passing  the  State  board  of 
examination  of  Pennsylvania  successfully  in  the 
same,  and  has  secured  a one-third  interest  in  the 
undertaking  business,  the  firm  name  being  Horton, 
Wood  & Son. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  is  one  of 
the  brightest  and  cultured  and  hospitable  in  Mil- 
ford. The  wife  and  mother  represents  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Pike  county,  is  highly  esteemed 
and  possesses  those  traits  of  grace,  dignity  and 
womanliness,  which  give  life  and  beauty  to  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  mother  and  daughter 
are  active  in  Sunday-school  and  Church  work. 

JONATHAN  FREDERICK  GARDNER, 
one  of  the  most  public-spirited  and  progressive  citi- 
zens of  Bridgewater  township,  is  a native  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  born  October  19,  1836,  and  is  a son 
of  William  Gardner,  one  of  the  prominent  and  high- 
ly respected  citizens  of  his  community. 

During  early  life  the  father  followed  the 
trade  of  a mason,  and  while  thus  engaged  worked 
on  the  construction  of  the  locks  on  the  north  branch 
of  the  canal.  At  this  time  he  became  acquainted 
with  Miss  Margaret  Ann,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Wagner,  a farmer  on  the  plains  near  Wilkes  Barre, 
and  subsequently  they  were  married.  In  1832  they 
located  on  the  farm  where  their  son  William  Frank- 
lin now  resides,  and  by  subsequent  purchase  be- 
came the  owner  of  200  acres  of  land.  The  house 
still  standing  upon  the  place  was  erected  in  1846. 
Mr.  Gardner  was  a man  of  untiring  industry,  great 
courage,  correct  habits  and.  fine  motives,  and  never 
sought  political  preferment,  but  exercised  his  right 
of  suffrage  according  to  his  own  will.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  now  deceased,  and  sleep  in  the  cemetery 
at  East  Bridgewater  near  the  church.  The  children 
born  to  them  are  as  follows:  Eunice,  born  in  1835, 
is  the  wife  of  Matthew  J.  Harrington,  of  East 
Bridgewater ; Jonathan  F.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the 
order  of  birth ; James  S.  is  a farmer  living  near  the 
old  homestead;  Mary  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years;  Lidia  is  the  wife  of  Major  J.  W. 
Young,  of  Minneapolis,  Kans.,who  raised  a company 
in  Susquehanna  county  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
served  with  distinction  hi  that  struggle ; Ziba,  born 
in  1850.  was  accidentally  killed  at  Alma,  Colo. ; and 
William  Franklin  resides  on  a part  of  the  old  home- 
stead. 

When  he  was  only  eighteen  years  of  age  Jona- 
than F.  Gardner  took  the  management  of  the  farm 
into  his  own  hands,  upon  the  death  of  his  father. 
His  previous  training  had  well  prepared  him  for  his 
task,  and  he  met  with  marked  success  in  the  under- 
taking. Throughout  his  active  business  career  he 
has  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 


and  is  now  the  owner  of  300  acres,  which  are  under 
a high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved.  In 
1883  he  purchased  the  sawmill,  known  as  the  Keep 
property,  at  New  Milford,  which  he  has  continued 
to  operate  in  connection  with  farming.  He  is  a 
thoroughgoing  and  intellectual  farmer,  and  by  un- 
tiring industry  and  judicious  management  has  accu- 
mulated a fair  competence.  He  manifested  his  loy- 
alty and  love  of  country  by  enlisting  in  October, 
1862,  in  Company  C,  151st  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Young,  and  at  the  end  of  nine  months,  when  illness 
compelled  him  to  resign,  he  held  rank  as  second 
lieutenant.  At  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances 
he  has  been  found  to  be  a useful  and  valued  citizen 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  Politically  he 
is  a Democrat,  and  socially  he  belongs  to  Blue  Lodge 
at  Montrose.  His  wife  and  sons  belong  to  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Gardner  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Harriet  Elizabeth  Jewett,  who  was  born 
September  23,  1842,  and  they  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased: 
Annie  M.,  who  died  in  1875,  at  affe  °f  seven 
years ; and  Benson,  who  died  the  same  year,  at  the 
age  of  two.  Those  living  are  William  Jewett  and 
Jonathan  Frederick.  Jr.  Mrs.  Gardner  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Rodney  and  Sally  Maria  (Bailey)  Jewett,  of 
Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  whose 
farm  property  was  just  on  the  line  between  that 
township  and  Bridgewater.  In  order  of  birth  their 
children  were  as  follows:  Mary  Electa,  wife  of  Rev 
Charles  Blake,  a Methodist  minister,  now  of  Rome, 
Penn. ; Nathan  Rodney,  who  occupies  the  old  hojne- 
stead  once  owned  by  his  grandfather  Jewett:  Jen 
nie  A.,  wife  of  Benson  Wood,  a lawyer  of  Effing- 
ham, 111.;  Harriet  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Gertrude 
Eliza,  wife  of  FI.  W.  Bardwell,  of  Tunkhannock, 
Penn. ; Lavina  A.,  wife  of  W.  H.  Stark,  a farmer  of 
East  Bridgewater;  and  Frederick  Bailey,  who  re- 
sides on  the  homestead  formerly  owned  by  his  father, 
adjoining  the  property  of  his  brother  Nathan.  Mrs 
Gardner’s  paternal  grandparents,  Nathan  and  Electa 
(Fox)  Jewett,  were  from  Connecticut  and  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  1810.  They 'erected  one  of 
the  first  frame  houses  in  their  locality.  The  grand- 
father died  in  i860.  Her  maternal  grandparents. 
Col.  Frederick  and  Mary  (Witter)  Bailev,  settled 
in  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1807, 
and  there  reared  their  family  of  ten  children — six 
sons  and  four  daughters.  The  Colonel  was  a dis- 
tinguished officer  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  the 
younger  brother  of  Capt.  Amos  Bailev,  who  came 
from  Groton,  Conn.,  and  located  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship as  early  as  1801.  In  religious  faith  the  Baileys 
were  Universalists,  while  the  Jewetts  were  Method- 
ists. 

ABRAHAM  LUCE  is  one  of  the  business 
men  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  has  successfully  carried  on  operations 
as  a wagon  maker  for  over  a third  of  a century. 
He  has  gained  recognition  and  prestige  as  one  of 
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the  influential  and  representative  citizens  of  the 
community,  and  has  won  an  enviable  reputation 
in  business  circles  by  his  superior  ingenuity,  me- 
chanical skill  and  business  ability. 

Our  subject’s  father,  David  Luce,  was  mar- 
ried in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  Phoebe 
Criger.  For  a number  of  years  they  lived  in  Hack- 
ettslown,  N.  J.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of 
wagon  making.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
he  married  the  widow  of  Cornelius  Low.  In  1836 
he  came  to  Pennsylvania,  but  afterward  returned  to 
New  Jersey,  and  did  not  locate  permanently  in  this 
State  until  1842,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
what  is  now  Wyoming  countv,  then  a part  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  where  he  bought  property  previous  to 
his  marriage.  In  Auburn  township  he  engaged  in 
farming  on  his  second  wife’s  property  until  called 
from  this  life  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  His 
wife  died  in  the  same  place  August  9,  1893.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  Luce  were  the  result  of  his 
first  marriage:  George  (deceased)  was  a carpen- 


ter and  farmer,  and  died  in  Wyoming  county ; 
Abraham;  Mary,  wife  of  Aaron  Jayne,  of  Russell 
Hill,  Wyoming  county  ; Catherine,  deceased  wife  of 
Thomas  Kintner ; Jacob,  a farmer  of  Wyoming 
county;  Fannie,  deceased  wife  of  Conrad  Kintner, 
of  W yoming  county ; Sarah  Ann,  deceased  wife  of 
Daniel  Carney,  of  the  same  county ; Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Belles,  who  died  in  Michigan,  and  Phoebe,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Abraham  Luce  was  born  in  Hackettstown,  N. 
J.,  September  15,  1820,  and  was  a young  man  when 
he  came  to  Pennsylvania.  He  and  his  brother  took 
charge  of  his  father’s  business  in  Wyoming  county, 
and  moving  the  plant  to  Pittston  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  wagons  there  for  seventeen  years, 
in  1864  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  Springville  township,  where  he 
opened  a wagon  shop  and  has  since  successfully 
engaged  in  business.  Pie  purchased  a well  im- 
proved farm  of  fifty  acres,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  another  fifty-acre  tract,  and  for  one  year  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  since  then  has 
either  hired  some  one  to  operate  the  farm  or  rented 
it.  In  1865  he  built  upon  his  place  a large  brick 
residence  at  a cost  of  over  $4,000,  and  in  this 
pleasant  home  hospitality  reigns  supreme,  the  many 
friends  of  the  family  always  being  sure  of  a hearty 
welcome. 

In  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Luce  married 
Miss  Lucinda  Blakeslee,  a daughter  of  Zopher  and 
Abigail  (Taylor)  Blakeslee,  and  nine  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  namely:  Alathea,  a resident  of 

White  Haven,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  married  Lyman 
Phillips,  and  had  one  child,  Edna,  now  deceased ; 
Francis  E.,  who  died  young;  Irwin  B.,  a salesman 
of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  married  Rose  Churchill, 
and  has  two  children,  Lillie  and  Walter;  Eunice, 
deceased  wife  of  Joel  Benscoter ; Mary  married 
Archibald  Sheldon,  a farmer  of  Springville  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  has  two  children, 
Clarence  and  Burns ; Clarence  C.  died  at  the  age  of 


sixteen  vears ; George  P.,  a lumber  dealer  of  Dow- 
ners Grove,  111.,  married  Jennie  Squires,  and  has 
three  children ; L.  B.,  who  married  Rowina  Kel- 
logg, has  two  children,  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Springville  township;  and  Nellie  married  John 
Maryott,  of  Montana,  and  has  two  children. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Luce  was  one  of  the 
State  guards  organized  to  drive  Lee’s  army  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  since  1861  he  has  been  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  never  an 
aspirant  for  public  favors.  For  half  a century  he 
has  been  a member  of  Gohonto  Lodge  No.  314,  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  of  Pittston,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
officially  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Pittston  and  Linn,  of  which  he  is  now  a 
trustee.  His  public  and  private  life  are  above  re- 
proach, for  his  career  has  been  one  characterized 
by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty,  and  he  receives  and 
merits  the  high  regard  of  the  entire  community. 

RICHARD  ELBERT  McMINN.  Pennsyl- 
vania sent  many  brave  men  to  the  defense  of  the 
Union  in  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  and  this 
well  known  resident  of  South  Canaan  Corners, 
Wayne  county,  was  among  the  number  that  gave 
proof  of  courage  on  the  battlefield.  He  comes  of 
patriotic  stock,  members  of  his  family  having 
served  in  the  two  wars  with  England,  and  by  his 
own  gallantry  he  has  added  lustre  to  the  name. 

On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Scottish  descent, 
the  first  of  the  family  to  leave  the  hills  of  “Auld 
Scotia”  being  his  great-grandfather,  Thomas  Mc- 
Minn.,  who  came  to  America  with  his  wife  in  1772. 
He  located  first  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resid- 
ed about  ten  years,  and  during  the  struggle  of  the 
Revolutionary  period  he  served  as  a soldier  under 
Washington.  About  1782  he  settled  upon  a farm  in 
Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  remaining  years 
were  spent.  Major  James  McMinn,  the  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  in  Del- 
aware county,  and  in  1805  was  married  there  to  Miss 
Susan  Fish,  by  whom  he  had  three  children : Har- 

rison, born  in  1807  ; James,  in  1809,  and  Susan,  'in 
1811.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  1812  he  volun- 
teered as  a soldier,  and  his  gallant  service  won  for 
him  a promotion  to  the  rank  of  major.  During  the 
fierce  and  decisive  battle  of  New  Orleans  he  met  a 
soldier’s  death  while  leading  his  men. 

Harrison  McMinn,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
being  left  fatherless  at  an  early  age,  was  soon 
taught  by  circumstances  that  he  must  rely  upon  his 
own  brain  and  brawn  to  gain  a livelihood.  As  his 
sister  and  younger  brother  were  not  strong,  they 
could  do  little  to  assist  in  the  supoort  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  he  became  the  chief  reliance  of  his  mother. 
Plis  schooling  was  necessarily  limited,  and  irregu- 
lar attendance  during  the  winter  was  all  that  was 
permitted  aim.  In  1825  a call  was  made  for  labor- 
ers to  prepare  the  great  railway  for  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  Canal  Co.  in  this  section,  and  this  led  to 
his  removal  to  Wayne  county,  where  he  made  his 
permanent  home.  At  that  time  there  was  but  one 


1018 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


house  in  the  site  of  the  beautiful  little  city  of  Hones- 
clale,  and  he  helped  to  build  the  first  frame  house 
in  Carbondale.  On  November  15,  1829,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Jaggers,  and  soon  afterward  he 
purchased  a tract  of  land  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, near  what  is  known  as  Curtis  Pond.  The 
estate,  which  is  now  called  the  McDonnough  farm, 
was  in  its  primitive  state,  and  after  making  a road 
to  it  by  blazing  the  trees  in  the  unbroken  forest 
he  cut  down  enough  trees  to  give  room  for  a log 
house  and  barn.  Here  the  young  couple  began 
housekeeping,  an  oxsled  full  of  furniture  enabling 
them  to  make  their  rude  cabin  comfortable.  Four 
miles  from  any  store,  postoffice  or  church,  and  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  dense  forests,  one  might 
have  supposed  that  they  would  have  been  lonelv, 
but  in  later  years  they  described  that  time  as  filled 
with  contentment  and.  pleasant  effort.  Bv  day  the 
sound  of  the  axe  betokened  the  advance  in  the  work 
of  clearing,  and  at  night,  around  the  fireside,  Mr. 
McMinn  drew  sweet  music  from  his  violin  or  flute, 
while  his  faithful  wife  continued  her  labors  with 
the  distaff  or  the  spindle,  transforming  the  flax  or 
newly  shorn  wool  into  cloth  for  the  use  of  the 
household.  The  howl  of  the  wolves  in  the  forest 
served  only  to  intensify  their  sense  of  comfort  and 
security,  and  the  wholesome  influences  of  a life 
‘‘near  to  nature’s  heart”  brought  unalloyed  hap- 
piness. As  prosperity  came  to  them  a frame  house 
was  built,  and  other  improvements  made,  and  in 
1863  they  changed  that  farm  for  the  one  now  owned 
by  George  Fielding,  in  the  same  township,  half  a 
mile  from  South  Canaan  Corners ; but  later,  as  ad- 
vancing years  told  upon  their  strength,  they  were 
induced  and  permitted  themselves  to  be  cared  for 
by  loving  hands  in  the  home  of  their  son-in-law, 
Hiram  Rockwell,  rather  than  by  hired  help  in  the 
old  home. 

The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  January  6, 
1891,  and  Mr.  McMinn  died  April  20,  1894.  He 
was  one  of  the  leading  men  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship in  his  day,  being  esoecially  active  in  educa- 
tional and  religious  work,  and  during  the  time  of 
compulsory  military  training  he  served  in  the  mili- 
tia as  drum  and  fife  major.  He  held  various  town- 
ship offices,  including  that  of  school  director,  and 
for  many  years  he  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  being  actively  en- 
gaged in  its  work  as  a class  leader,  Sunday-school 
superintendent  and  leader  of  the  choir.  Of  their 
children,  James  R.,  the  eldest,  born  January  18, 
i8ai,  married  Miss  Lizzie  Kennedy,  and  settled 
upon,  a farm  near  Jackson,  Susquehanna  county; 
William  H.,  born  January  14,  1833,  married  Miss 
Jeannette  Stanton,  and  resides  in  Carbondale,  where 
he  is  employed  as  a machinist;  Rosanna,  born  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1835,  died  in  infancy;  Rebecca,  born  No- 
vember 15,  1837,  is  the  wife  of  Hiram  Rockwell, 
a farmer  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty; Hannah  M.,  born  July  5,  1840,  married  William 
H.  Moore,  a farmer  in  the  same  township ; R. 
Elbert,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 


Susan  Eliza,  born  August  2,  1844,  died  at  the  age 
of  four  years ; George  H.,  born  April  20,  1847,  mar- 
ried Miss  Adelia  Stone,  and  resides  in  Carbon- 
dale, where  he  is  employed  as  foreman  of  the  D.  & 
IT.  Co.;  and  Adelia  E.,  born  January  19,  1851,  is 
I the  wife  of  Charles  Bloes,  the  station  agent  at 
Scranton  for  the  E.  & W.  railroad. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  2,  1842,  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  during  his  youth  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  farm  work,  and  at  lumbering  in  the 
woods  and  sawmills.  The  district  schools,  which 
he  was  permitted  to  attend  during  the  short  winter 
terms,  afforded  him  the  only  educational  opportu- 
nities, and  he  has  many  times  regretted  that  his 
ambition  was  not  more  strongly  turned  toward  his 
studies  rather  than  a competition  with  other  boys 
of  his  acquaintance  in  the  use  of  the  axe,  scythe, 
and  such  tools,  a contest  which  then  seemed  all  im- 
portant to  them.  On  August  3,  1862,  at  the  age 
of  twenty,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  137th  P.  V. 
I.,  under  Capt.  J.  M.  Buckingham,  and  although 
they  are  not  mentioned  among  Fox's  three  hundred 
gory  regiments,  they  saw  much  severe  fighting,  and 
fulfilled  every  duty  faithfully  and  cheerfully.  Mr. 
McMinn  took  part  in  the  battles  of  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietam  and  Fredericksburg,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 20,  1863,  he  was  injured  in  the  left  breast  while 
with  his  regiment  on  detached  duty  at  Aqua  Creek 
Landing.  Soon  afterward  they  were  ordered  out 
on  what  was  popularly  known  as  “Burnside’s  stick- 
in-the-mud  campaign,”  and  although  he  had  not  re- 
covered from  the  effects  of  his  injury,  he  bravely 
went  with  his  regiment.  After  many  weary  days 
spent  in  wading  through  the  deep  mud  under  stormy 
skies,  they  reached  Belle  Plain ; but  the  effort  was 
too  great  for  Mr.  McMinn,  and  he  was  prostrated 
with  pneumonia.  Violent  hemorrhages  set  in, 
which  continued  so  long  that  he  has  never  recov- 
ered his  health.  On  April  3,  1863,  he  was  dis- 
charged from  the  service,  and  he  now  receives  a 
small  pension  from  the  government. 

I11  1864  Mr.  McMinn  began  to  work  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade  in  Plymouth,  Penn.,  and  in  July, 
1865,  he  was  injured  by  some  falling  timber  while 
at  work,  necessitating  the  amputation  of  his  left 
leg  below  the  knee.  In  August,  1866.  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a watchman  by  the  New  England  Coal 
Co.,  at  Plymouth,  and  he  put  his  leisure  time  to 
good  use  by  studying  mechanics  and  the  various 
methods  of  mining  coal  and  preparing  it  for  mar- 
ket. In  1868  he  was  installed  as  engineer  of  the 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.  at  Plymouth,  Penn.,  and 
he  remained  until  1879,  running  machinery  and  at 
times  making  repairs  as  might  be  required.  At 
various  times  he  served  in  different  positions  with 
the  company  from  miner  and  carpenter  to  that  of 
bookkeeper.  In  1876  he  purchased  a one-half  in- 
terest in  a store  in  South  Canaan,  and  on  severing 
his  relations  with  the  Coal  company,  in  1879,  he 
removed  to  that  place,  and  took  active  part  in  the 
management  of  the  business.  A year  later  he  sold 
his  interest  and  good  will  to  his  partner,  B.  F.  Swin- 
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gle,  and  for  some  time  devoted  his  time  to  farming, 
carrying  the  mail,  and  following  other  occupations 
from  which  his  infirmities  did  not  debar  him.  He 
first  purchased  a farm  in  South  Canaan  township ; 
but  after  a year  he  sold  out  and  bought  the  old 
homestead  of  his  wife’s  family.  He  is  naturally  of 
an  energetic  nature;  yet  a continual  irritation  in 
his  old  wound  kept  him  from  hard  manual  labor,  and 
in  1894  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  South  Canaan  Corners.  Since  1896  he  has 
been  deputy  postmaster  there,  and  at  the  present 
time  he  is  agent  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Insurance 
Co.  for  that  locality.  He  has  always  been  in  sym- 
pathy with  progressive  movements,  and  is  especially 
interested  in  educational  matters,  having  served  as 
school  director  for  three  years.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Post  No. 
534,  at  Gravity,  and  socially  he  is  much  esteemed. 
In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  On  July  20, 

1872,  he  was  married  in  South  Canaan  township, 
by  Rev.  Mark  Berryman,  a Protestant  Methodist 
minister,  to  Miss  Abbie  E.  Swingle,  and  five  chil- 
drer  blessed  this  union,  Lizzie  A.,  born  June  8, 

1873,  married  J.  B.  Keen,  Jr.,  a mechanic  at  Willi- 
mantic, • Conn. ; Grace  E.,  born  July  25,  1875,  mar- 
ried Ira  W.  Swingle,  a South  Canaan  merchant ; 
William  H.,  born  June  27,  1877,  Edyth,  born  Sep- 
tember 5,  1880,  and  Ralph  E.,  born  October  11, 
1883,  are  at  home. 

On  December  20,  1884,  his  beloved  and  loving 
wife  passed  to  the  unseen  world,  leaving  a tender 
and  sacred  memory  which  nothing  can  efface.  She 
was  born  in  South  Canaan  township  March  27, 
1853,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Moses  and  Eliza- 
beth (Cobb)  Swingle.  Her  family  is  of  pioneer 
stock,  and  is  now  numerously  represented  in  Wayne 
county,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  history  that  appears 
elsewhere. 

WILLIS  RALPH  COBB,  who  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  agriculture  in  New 
Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  brings  to 
his  work  a degree  ^of  scientific  skill  which  has  pro- 
duced notable  results,  and  at  present  is  devoting 
considerable  attention  to  apiculture  in  addition  to 
other  lines  of  effort.  As  a thoughtful  and  efficient 
educator,  Mr.  Cobb  has  won  friends  in  various 
localities  in  his  county,  and  his  career  will  be 
watched  with  interest. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  20,  i860,  on 
a farm  of  which  his  present  homestead  is  a portion. 
His  paternal  ancestors  were  earl)'  settlers  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  his -grandparents,  Zipron  and 
Rebecca  (Byron)  Cobb,  passed  their  lives  there. 
His  parents,  Holloway  W.  and  Minerva  J.  (Dwan) 
Cobb,  were  both  natives  of  that  section,  but  are  now 
residents  of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  further  mention  being  made  of  them  else- 
where. From  an  early  age  our  subject  displayed 
a love  of  books,  and  gave  promise  of  intellectual 
ability,  and  at  eighteen  he  began  teaching  school, 
in  which  profession  he  met  with  gratifying  success. 


He  taught  fifteen  terms  in  Susquehanna  county, 
one  at  the  Dean  school,  one  at  Tewksbury,  eight  at 
Hart  Lake,  two  at  Davis  and  three  at  Summit,  and 
while  thus  employed  he  became  interested  in  the 
care  of  an  apiary  at  the  homestead,  the  work  occu- 
pying his  time  in  vacation.  During  his  first  ten 
terms  of  teaching  he  held  a “provisional”  certificate, 
but  during  the  last  five  terms  he  held  a "profes- 
sional” certificate.  In  1890  he  took  charge  of  his 
present  farm,  where  he  now  has  thirty-five  colonies 
of  bees,  but  at  one  time  he  had  fifty-five  hives. 
He  commenced  with  five  colonies,  which  the  fourth 
year  increased  to  fifty-five  colonies,  making  that 
year  over  a ton  of  honey.  Mr.  Cobb  has  also  given 
much  time  to  the  care  of  poultry,  in  which  pursuit 
he  has  been  very  successful.  He  raises  about  200 
chickens  each  year,  and  winters  about  150  fowls, 
always  keeping  a record  of  expenses  and  receipts 
in  connection  with  same.  Politically  Mr.  Cobb  is 
a Prohibitionist,  and  he  is  active  in  religious  work 
as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Heart  Lake,  being  secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees 
and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  On 
March  26,  1890,  he  was  married  at  New  Milford 
to  Miss  Jennie  S.  Burdick,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren: lsoline  G.,  born  January  21,  1893,  and 

Homes  R.,  born  October  16,  1895. 

Mrs.  Cobb  belongs  to  a well  known  family,  and 
was  born  January  9,  1864,  in  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
auehanna  county.  Her  paternal  grandparents, 
Simeon  and  Katherine  Burdick,  came  from  Con- 
necticut at  an  early  day,  and  her  father,  Simeon 
Burdick  (2),  was  born  in  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  March  28,  1818.  Since  1865  he 
has  resided  in  New  Milford  township,  and  for  some 
years  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  carpentering, 
but  he  has  now  retired  from  business.  Hig  wife, 
Caroline  (Price),  was  born  March  14,  1832,  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Triphena  Price,  of  Man- 
chester, Wayne  county.  Mrs.  Cobb  is  the  eldest 
of  three  children,  the  others  being  Nettie  M.,  wife 
of  Moses  H.  Cortright,  a carpenter  at  New  Milford, 
and  Miss  Bertha  B.,  who  is  at  home. 

L.  D.  TYLER.  We  are  now  permitted  to 
touch  briefly  upon  the  life  history  of  one  who  has 
retained  a personal  association  with  the  affairs  of 
Wayne  county  for  several  years,  and  is  to-day  a 
leading  merchant  of  Tyler  Hill.  He  is  a worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  pioneer 
families  of  the  county,  and  his  ancestral  line  traces 
back  to  the  Colonial  epoch  in  our  country's  history. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  honest  and  earnest  en- 
deavor, and  due  success  has  not  been  denied  him. 

Israel  Tyler,  our  subject's  father,  was  the 
founder  of  the  town  of  Tyler  Hill,  and  was  a promi- 
nent lumberman  and  miller  here  for  many  years. 
He  was  born  February  26,  1806,  in  Damascus  town- 
ship, a son  of,  William  Tyler,  of  Sullivan  county, 
N.  Y.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Paul  Tyler,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1751, 
and  on  selling  his  property  in  that  State  removed 
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to  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  one  of  the  five 
sons  of  Bezaleel  Tyler,  who  took  an  active  part  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  They  were  Capt. 
Bezaleel  (who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  M'innisink, 
on  the  Delaware  river,  July  22,  1779),  Silas, 

Charles,  William  and  Paul.  Israel  Tyler  grew  to 
manhood  in  Wayne  county,  receiving  a common- 
school  education,  and  became  one  of  the  promi- 
nent men  of  his  day.  He  built  two  sawmills  and  a 
gristmill  at  Tyler  Hill,  and  accumulated  a fine 
property.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent 
in  lumbering-,  and  then  rafting  down  tlie  Delaware ; 
he  also  carried  on  a general  store,  and  engaged  in 
farming.  In  politics  he  was  a leader  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party  until  his  death  April  23,  1S74.  He 
married  Miss  Lavina  Tyler,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Damascus  township,  a daughter  of  Judge 
Moses  and  Mary  (Ross)  Tvler,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 6,  1892.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential and  distinguished  citizens  of  the  county, 
and  was  the  grandson  of  Capt.  Bezaleel  Tvler,  be- 
fore mentioned.  Israel  Tyler  and  wife  had  a family 
of  three  children,  namely:  L.  D.,  the  subject  of 
this  review  ; Moses,  a pioneer  merchant  of  Damas- 
cus township,  who  was  engaged  in  business  with 
our  subject  until  his  death  in  1892  (he  left  a widow 
and  two  daughters)  ; and  William,  also  deceased. 
Israel  Tyler  and  his  wife  were  highlv  respected 
citizens,  and  steadfast  in  their  adherence  to  the 
teachings  of  John  Wesley. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  L.  D.  Tyler 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth,-  receiving  a good 
literary  education  in  the  local  schools,  and  an  excel- 
lent knowledge  of  business  methods  under  the  able 
guidance  of  his  father.  He  afterward  took  charge 
of  his  father’s  mill  at  Tyler  Hill,  and  continued  to 
engag'e  in  the  milling  and  lumbering  business  until 
the  death  of  his  brother  Moses,  since  which  time  he 
has  given  his  entire  attention  to  his  mercantile  in- 
terests. He  owns  a large  general  store,  and  enjoys 
an  extensive  trade.  Mr.  Tvler  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Cynthia  M.  Newcomb,  of  Middle- 
town,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Maria  Newcomb.  She  died  in  1883,  and  her 
death  was  widely  and  deeply  mourned,  for  she  was 
a woman  beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
her,  and  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Lillian,  the  only  child  of  this  union,  was 
liberally  educated  in  the  home  schools,  and  at 
female  seminaries  at  Binghamton  and  Saratoga,  N. 
Y. ; she  is  now  the  wife  of  N.  J.  Thompson,  a 
wholesale  merchant  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  has  two 
sons,  M.  D.,  who  is  attending  college  at  Princeton, 
N.  J.,  and  Jerome,  in  school  at  home.  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son is  a member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. On  January  29,  1890,  Mr.  Tyler  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Imelda 
Mapes,  a lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  who  was 
born  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  New- 
comb and  Mary  (Gabriel)  Mapes,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a lumberman,  but  is  now  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  at  AVhite  Lake,  N.  Y.  Besides  Mrs. 


Tyler  they  had  two  daughters,  Sarah,  now  the  wife 
of  John  Mercer,  a farmer  at  White  Lake,  and  Vic- 
toria, at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler  have  a most 
beautiful  home  at  Tyler  Hill,  with  broad  verandas 
and  bay  windows,  and  furnished  in  a modern  and 
most  approved  style. 

Politically  Mr.  Tyler  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  though  he  takes  a deep  interest  in 
its  success  he  has  never  cared  for  the  honors  or 
emoluments  of  public  office.  He  is  well  posted  on 
general  topics  of  the  day,  is  frank  and  cordial  in 
manner,  and  is  a popular  and  successful  citizen, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  He 
is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Delaware  Lodge 
No.  561,  of  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  now  Callicoon,  N. 
Y. ; he  is  not  only  a charter  member  of  the 
lodge,  but  is  past  master,  and  has  filled  all  the 
chairs. 

ALMON  L.  SOUTHWORTH.  Among  the 
leading  and  representative  farmers  and  stock  raisers 
of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  there  is 
none  who  stands  a more  prominent  figure  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Southworth  was  born  February  16,  1841, 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  a son  of  Arthur 
and  Maria  (Turner)  Southworth,  both  natives  of 
Connecticut,  the  former  born  in  1805,  the  latter  in 
1 8 1 1 . The  paternal  grandparents,  Gideon  and  Sal- 
lie  Southworth,  were  born  in  Saybrook,  Conn.  Be- 
ing opposed  to  the  war  of  1812  and  not  wishing  to 
be  drafted,  the  grandfather  left  his  family  in  Con- 
necticut, in  1813,  and  went  up  the  Hudson  river  to 
Albany,  and  from  there  proceeded  up  the  Mohawk 
Valley  to  the  Genesee  river.  He  went  up  that  river 
some  distance,  then  took  an  easterly  course  through 
a dense  and  unbroken  wilderness  to  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  going  all  the  way  on  foot  and  alone.  From 
Binghamton  he  came  to  Montrose,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  selected  land  and  developed  a 
farm.  He  did  not  leave  his  home  and  family  be- 
cause of  any  cowardice  or  because  he  was  afraid  to 
go  to  war ; but  his  principles  and  inclinations  being 
for  peace  and  harmony,  he  left  to  avoid  the  draft. 
In  Susquehanna  county  he  remained  about  three 
months,  there  purchasing  a farm,  and  then  returned 
to  Connecticut  for  his  family.  In  1814  he  made 
another  trip  to  Susquehanna  county,  this  time  with 
his  wife  and  children  conveyed  in  a wagon  con- 
structed by  “Chicle  Gideon”  in  the  following  fash- 
ion : two  pair  of  cart  wheels  put  together  so  as  to 
make  a big  wagon  drawn  by  four  cattle  (two  cows 
and  two  oxen).  The  cows  were  milked  twice  a day, 
and  the  milk  was  tested,  though  not  by  the  “Bab- 
cock test.”  LTpon  the  farm  above  mentioned  they 
lived  for  fourteen  years.  He  then  traded  the  farm 
for  400  acres  of  land  in  Liberty  township  one  mile 
west  of  Lawsville,  which  place  is  today  owned  by 
his  grandchildren.  There  he  died  in  1858,  his  wife 
in  1851,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
them.  He  was  always  a strong  Abolitionist  and 
fearless  in  his  denunciation  of  slavery.  He  took  an 
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active  and  prominent  part  in  religions  affairs  as  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  gave  liberally 
toward  the  erection  of  a house  of  worship,  and  after- 
ward to  its  support. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  pioneer  were  eight 
children,  namely:  (i)  Russell,  born  in  Connecticut, 
was  reared  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  be- 
ing provided  with  a fair  education,  he  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  public  schools  for  a time.  For  his 
first  wife  he  married  Mary  Smith,  who  died  leaving- 
no  children.  He  afterward  wedded  Eliza  Brown, 
by  whom  he  has  three  children:  Mary  (now  de- 
ceased) ; Eliza,  wife  of  Nathan  Shipman,  of  New 
York  State,  by  whom  she  has  one  daughter,  Flor- 
ence ; and  Charles,  a resident  of  Lawsville,  who  is 
married  and  had  two  children,  Mabel  and  Mildred. 
(2)  Fidelia,  born  in  Connecticut,  married  Charles 
Stanford,  of  Liberty  township,  where  they  and  their 
family  all  died,  except  two  daughters,  Hannah  and 
Emily.  (3)  Roxanna,  the  first  of  the  family  born  in 
Pennsylvania*,  married  Philo  Luce,  of  Bridgewater 
township,'  where  both  died.  Their  children  were : 
Flora,  Warren,  Israel,  Rebecca,  Spencer,  Sallie,  and 
Russell  (deceased),  all  residents  of  Susquehanna 
county  with  the  exception  of  Israel  who  makes  his 
home  in  California.  (4)  Emily  (deceased)  was  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Webster,  of  Susquehanna  county. 
They  have  grandchildren  living,  but  their  children 
are  now  deceased.  (5)  John  was  killed  by  a falling 
tree  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  (6)  Hannah  mar- 
ried Jared  Marsh,  a native  of  Connecticut  and  they 
located  in  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
Of  their  family  three  are  still  living:  Lora, who  mar- 
ried Ansel  Geer,  of  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  they  are  now  living  on  the  old  Marsh  home- 
stead ; Carrie,  an  invalid ; and  Wilmer,  a resident  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (7)  Benjamin  (deceased)  married 
Elmyra  Marsh  and  located  with  his  father  in  Laws- 
ville Center,  where  his  widow  is  still  living  with 
his  children  on  the  old  homestead.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children : Wallace,  who  was  never  heard 
from  after  being  taken  prisoner  during  his  service  in 
the  Civil  war  and  sent  to  Andersonville  prison,  in 
1864;  James,  who  died  in  New  Milford,  Penn.; 
Frederick, Clarence, Archie  and  Edgar,  all  residents  of 
Lawsville ; and  Emma, who  died  when  a young  lady. 

Arthur  Southworth,  father  of  our  subject,  com- 
pletes the  family.  He  was  born  in  Chester,  Conn., 
where  he  lived  until  nine  years  of  age,  after  which 
he  was  reared  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  attended  the  subscription  schools, 
making  the  most  of  his  educational  advantages,  so 
that  he  was  able  to  engage-  in  teaching  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  county.  In  1830,  he  wedded 
Miss  Maria  Turner,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield 
county,  Conn.,  in  1811,  a daughter  of  Chauncey  and 
Sylvia  (Warner)  Turner.  After  his  marriage  he 
located  in  Lawsville  (now  Liberty)  township,  where 
lie  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land,  which  has  since 
been  transformed  into  the  fine  farm  which  our  sub- 
ject now  owns.  Fie  bought  other  land,  erected  a 
sawmill  and  eneae-ed  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber 


for  many  years.  During  early  life  he  was  connected 
with  the  militia  of  the  county,  and  being  the  drum- 
mer of  his  company  he  beat  the  drum  at  the  public 
execution  of  Jason  Treadwell,  who  was  hung  at 
Montrose  for  the  murder  of  John  Harper.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and 
though  he  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  he 
never  aspired  to  office.  He  was  reared  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  but  later  in  life  became  connected  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  also 
a faithful  member.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  1880, 
and  she,  who  had  shared  with  him  all  the  hardships 
of  their  early  married  life,  passed  away  in  1896. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being  as  follows : ( 1 ) Mariette,  born  on 
the  old  homestead,  in  1831,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  that  district  and  in  the  Harford  schools, 
and  for  a number  of  years  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Susquehanna  county,  and  in  Broome  county,  N. 
Y.  She  married  Julius  Vance,  of  Montrose,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  business  in  Kirkwood,  Broome  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Arthur  T.,  a resident 
of  New  York  City,  who  is  married  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Arthur  and  Edith.  Arthur,  Sr.,  is  editor  and 
treasurer  of  the  “Home  Magazine,”  (2)  Turner  J., 
born  in  1837,  received  a collegiate  education  at  Har- 
ford, Penn.,  and  in  1861,  at  the  opening  of  the  Civil 
war,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  51st  N.  Y.  V.  I. 
Under  Gen.  McClellan,  he  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Yorktown,  after  which  he  was  taken  ill  and  sent 
to  Carver  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he 
died.  Later  his  body  was  brought  home  and  buried 
with  all  the  honors  of  a soldier.  The  Grand  Army 
Post  of  his  village  now  bears  his  name — South- 
worth.  (3)  Ezra  E.,  a bachelor,  born  in  1849, was  well 
educated,  especially  in  music,  which  he  took  up  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years,  is  now  a professor  of 
both  instrumental  and  vocal  music  at  the  Musical 
College  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  is  a leader  in  mu- 
sical circles.  (4)  Carrie  Lavilla,  born  in  1852,  is  the 
wife  of  James  C.  Wheaton,  a farmer  of  Franklin 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  they  have  five 
children,  Mary,  Julia,  Philip,  Arthur  and  Ezra. 

During  his  boyhood,  Almon  L.  Southworth 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  schools  near  his 
home,  and  later  assisted  his  father  in  his  farming  and 
lumbering  operations  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 
He  first  enlisted  in  the  28th  P.  V.  I.,  was  among  the 
reserves  at  Gettysburg,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his 
term  was  honorably  discharged ; but  in  August, 
1864,  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a member 
of  Company  H,  Second  New  York  Cavalry,  under 
Col.  Randel,  regimental  commander ; Gen.  Custer, 
brigade  commander,  and  Gen.  Sheridan,  division 
commander.  He  participated  in  many  engagements, 
including  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  in  October, 
1864,  where  his  horse  was  shot  from  under  him,  he 
received  a sabre  cut  across  the  forehead,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  and  made  to  wear  the  Rebel  uniform. 
Crawling  on  his  hands  and  knees  he  passed  the 
picket  line  and  reached  the  Blue  Mountains,  where 
! he  subsisted  on  chestnuts  for  nine  davs  before  he 
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reached  his  regiment.  He  was  captured  by  the  4th 
Ohio  Cavalry,  who  believed  him  to  be  a spy,  and  was 
sent  to  his  company  in  his  Rebel  uniform,  but  was 
received  by  them  in  cheers  as  they  supposed  him  to 
have  been  killed  in  battle.  He  also  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  October  19,  1864, 
and  witnessed  Gen.  Sheridan’s  wonderful  ride  which 
is  famous  for  all  time.  On  February  27,  1865,  his 
regiment  broke  camp  to  begin  the  long  tiresome 
march  (which  continued  about  forty  days)  from 
Winchester  to  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee 
at  Appomatox  April  9,  1865.  The  war  having  end- 
ed, he  was  honorably  discharged  in  June,  1865,  and 
returned  home. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Southworth  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elvira  Eastman,  a well-educated 
and  refined  lady,  who  was  born  in  Broome  county. 
N.  Y.,  whence  in  1866  she  was  brought  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  by  her  parents,  Nathaniel  and 
Emeline  Eastman,  also  natives  of  New  York  State. 
They  located  at  Franklin  Forks,  where  the  father 
conducted  a wood  factory  for  many  years,  and  in 
Susquehanna  county  both  parents  died.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Carrie  W.,  wife  of  T.  H.  Hopkins, 
an  attorney  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; Elmyra,  widow 
of  Walter  L.  Beebe,  of  Franklin  Forks ; Elvira,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Fannie,  wife  of  Albin  S.  Bur- 
rows, of  Grand  Forks,  N.  Dak. ; John,  who  mar- 
ried E.  Bailey  and  resides  in  Binghamton,  N. 
Y. ; Julia,  wife  of  E.  R.  Smith,  of  Montrose, 
Penn.,  and  Austin,  V.,  a resident  of  Louisiana. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Southworth  have  two  children,  one 
son  and  one  daughter.  (1)  Susie  E.,  born  in  1868, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Frederick  B.  Travis,  of  Lawsville  Center, 
by  whom  she  has  three  children : Pearl  E.,  Ethel  S., 
and  Myra  A.  (2)  Nathan  F.,  born  in  1873,  also  at- 
tended the  district  schools.  He  spent  the  summer  of 
1892  at  Grand  Forks,  N.  Dak.,  but  now  lives  with 
his  father  on  the  old  homestead  in  Liberty  town- 
ship. He  was  married,  in  1898,  to  Miss  Annie 
Tobey,  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  was  born  in 
Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1868,  and  was  educated 
at  Vestal,  Broome  county,  that  State. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Southworth  and  his 
wife  went  to  Missouri,  but  after  farming  there  one 
season  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Sus- 
quehanna county.  In  1883,  with  their  two  chil- 
dren, they  went  to  Los  Ang'eles,  Cal.,  and  spent 
about  two  years  mainly  in  traveling  over  that  State. 
On  their  return  they  left  San  Diego,  Cal.,  in  a 
“prairie  schooner,”  in  that  way  traveling  to  Dallas, 
Texas,  and  on  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  where  they 
visited  the  Cotton  Exposition.  From  that  city  they 
returned  to  their  home  by  rail.  Previous  to  his 
father’s  death  he  purchased  the  old  homestead  in 
Liberty  township,  and  since  his  return  from  the 
West  has  successfully  engaged  in  stock  raising  and 
dairy  farming.  Upon  his  place  he  has  erected  a fine 
residence  and  large  stock  barn,  and  made  many  other 
improvements  which  add  to  its  valuable  and  attrac- 
tive appearance. 


Though  reared  in  the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian 
Churches,  Mr.  Southworth  is  an  evolutionist  in  re- 
ligious faith,  and  in  political  sentiment  he  is  a Re- 
publican. He  served  as  supervisor  of  Liberty  town- 
ship for  one  term,  but  has  never  cared  for  official 
honors.  Socially  he  is  a man  of  prominence  in  his 
community,  and  is  quite  popular  with  all  classes  of 
people.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Southworth 
Post  No.  222,  G.  A.  R.,  and  during  his  residence  in 
Los  Angeles  was  a member  of  Frank  Bartlett  Post 
No.  6.  He  also  belongs  to  Warren  Lodge  No.  240, 
F.  & A.  M.,  of  Montrose,  and  to  the  Heptasophs 
Order  No.  338,  of  the  same  place;  to  Apalachin 
1 ribe  No.  296,  I.  O.  R.  M. ; and  to  the  Haymakers 
Auxiliary  to  the  Red  Men  No.  29 6R>.  His  son  is 
also  a member  of  the  Red  Men,  belongs  to  the  Sons 
of  Veterans,  to  the  Lawsville  Band,  and  to  the 
Heptasophs  No.  338,  of  Montrose. 

LYMAN  R.  GARRATT,  who  owns  and  oper- 
ates a good  farm  near  Indian  Orchard,  in  Berlin 
township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  at  Tracy ville, 
June  7,  1843,  and  belongs  to  a family  that  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
county  for  almost  a century.  His  father,  John 
Garratt,  Jr.,  was  born  in  England,  August  13, 
l797 > a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (K-elsey) 
Garratt,  the  former  born  January  4,  1760,  the 
latter  in  1756.  The  family  emigrated  to  America 
in  1801,  and  located  in  Bethany,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  since  which  time  its  members  have  borne 
an  important  part  in  the  development  and  upbuild- 
ing of  this  section  of  the  State.  From  Bethany 
John  Garratt,  Sr.,  and  his  wife  removed  to  Berlin 
Center,  where  they  spent  their  last  days.  Their 
children  were:  John,  Jeremiah,  Benjamin,  and 

Alice  (who  married  a Mr.  Williamson,  and  died  in 
Mansfield,  Ohio). 

John  Garratt,  Jr.,  was  four  years  old  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  this  country,  and  amid 
scenes  of  pioneer  life  in  Wayne  county  he  grew  to 
manhood.  At  one  time  while  in  the  woods  with  a 
flock  of  sheen  he  heard  the  howling  of  wolves. 
The  sheep  huddled  around  him,  so  that  he  could 
see  no  other  way  of  getting  out  than  by  clambering 
over  their  backs,  which  he  did,  and  then  ran  to  a 
clearing,  where  he  was  safe  from  the  wolves.  On 
another  occasion,  while  he  was  going  to  his  work 
through  the  wood,  he  saw  a hungry  wolf  coming 
down  the  path  toward  him ; he  got  behind  a log, 
occasionally  looking  around  to  see  what  had  be- 
come of  his  friend,  the  wolf,  and  just  as  it  came 
opposite  to  him  he  sprang  from  behind  the  log  and 
gave  a loud  screech,  and  the  wolf,  seemingly  glad 
to  escape  with  his  life,  scampered  off.  On  May 
25,  1828,  he  was  married  to  Patience  Albro,  a na- 
tive of  Dover,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Tice)  Albro,  the  latter 
of  whom  was  of  German  descent,  and  they  were 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Her  grandfa- 
ther was  born  in  1749,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years;  her  grandmother  was  born  in  1745,  and 
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died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Mrs.  Garratt  was 
reared  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  whither  her  par- 
ents had  removed.  After  his  marriage,  John  Gar- 
ratt, Jr.,  located  at  Berlin  Center,  where  he  owned 
and  operated  a sawmill,  engaging  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  lumber  until  misfortune  overtook  him,  when 
he  lost  the  mill  and  removed  to  Tracey ville,  Wayne 
county.  The  farm  on  which  he  located  he  after- 
ward sold,  and  in  1847  purchased  a tract  of  timber 
land  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  transforming  that  place 
into  the  fine  farm  which  our  subject  now  owns. 
There  both  parents  died,  the  father  at  the  age  of 
eig'hty  years,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven.  \\  herever  known  they  were  held  in  the  high- 
est regard. 

In  their  family  were  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters:  Those  living  are  Eunice,  now 
the  widow  of  William  Noble,  and  a resident  of  Da- 
mascus township,  Wayne  county;  Shepherd  J.,  of 
Beach  Lake;  Lyman  R.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
those  deceased  are  Amadillr,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  six  years ; Henry  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-four years,  leaving  a widow  and  three  children ; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Mark  Compton,  and  died  in 
Berlin  township ; Phoebe  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Ed 
Andrews,  having  died  in  Equinunk,  Penn. ; and 
John,  who  died  in  Berlin  township,  in  1894,  leaving 
a widow  and  five  children.  In  politics  the  father 
of  these  children  was  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  he 
most  capably  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
For  years  he  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  served  as  deacon  in  that  body. 

Lyman  R.  Garratt  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
like  most  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  assisting  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm  and  attending  the  local  schools. 
He  was  married  February  25,  1874,  to  Miss  Jennie 
. Berry,  a native  of  Salem,  Wayne  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  Berry  (now  deceased),  and  his 
wife,  Lena  (Barcow),  who  is  still  living  in  Wayne 
county,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Mrs.  Garratt, 
who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  died  July  28,  1880.  In  Wayne 
county,  March  15,  1882,  Mr.  Garratt  was  again 
married,  this  time  to  Selina  Ham,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  here.  Her  father,  John  Ham, 
was  a native  of  England,  where  he  married  Mary 
Wickett,  and  in  that  country  were  born  to  them 
seven  children.  On  coming  to  the  United  States 
they  located  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  seven  other  children  were  added  to  their  fam- 
ily, making  fourteen  in  all,  seven  of  whom  are  living, 
viz. : Mrs.  Mary  Budd,  Richard,  Mrs.  Eliza  Tay- 
lor, Mrs.  Selina  Garratt,  Thomas,  Mrs.  Amanda 
Colwell,  and  William  H. ; those  deceased  are  Will- 
iam, Lewis,  James,  Samuel,  Mrs.  Betsy  Neal,  and 
John.  The  mother  died  December  16,  1897,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years ; the  father  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  and  is  well  preserved. 
He  finds  a pleasant  home  with  our  subject.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  a farmer ; in  politics  a Democrat ; 
and  in  religious  connection  an  earnest  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garratt  have  one  son,  Chester 
Arthur,  born  October  10,  1884.  The  family  live  in 
Berlin  township,  where  Mr.  Garratt  owns  a valuable 
farm  of  ninety-seven  acres,  pleasantly  located  only 
five  miles  from  both  Honesdale  and  Idawley.  Here 
he  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
dairying.  The  Republican  party  always  finds  in 
him  an  ardent  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  his 
aid  is  given  to  every  measure  which  he  believes 
will  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  has  served  as  stew- 
ard, trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  which  he  and  his  wife  are  both  prom- 
inent members.  In  the  social  circles  of  the  com- 
munity they  also  stand  deservedly  high. 

THOMAS  SPExURS.  In  the  successful  career 
of  this  well  known  agriculturist  of  Harmony  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  we  have  a noteworthy- 
object-lesson  in  perseverance  and  industry.  Be- 
ginning life  without  capital,  he  has  made  his  way  to 
a substantial  success,  and  his  fine  homestead  near 
Stevens  Point  is  a model  of  good  management. 

Mr.  Spears  was  born  August  28,  1845,  in  Glas- 
gow, Scotland,  coming  to  this  country  when  about 
one  year  old.  David  Spears,  his  father,  married 
Ellen  Crookshanks,  daughter  of  George  Crook- 
shanks,  of  Scotland,  and  in  1846  they  came  to  the 
LTnited  States,  locating  near  Deposit,  Broome  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  he  conducted  a boarding  house  for 
some  time  during  the  construction  of  the  Erie  rail- 
road. Later  he  bought  a farm  in.  the  same  locality, 
and  he  was  killed  there  in  1859  while  walking  on  a 
railroad  track.  His  widow  still  resides  at  the  old 
homestead. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  their  children; 
^2)  Ellen,  born  December  25,  1848,  near  Deposit, 
married  James  Horan,  a cigar  manufacturer,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (3)  Jane  born  in  1850,  at  De- 
posit, married  J.  S.  Ives,  of  Binghamton,  and  has 
one  son  living,  John  Ives.  (4)  Agnes,  born  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1852,  married  George 
Delano,  of  Owego,  N.  Y., where  she  died  leaving  two 
children,  George  and  Nellie  Delano.  (5)  David, 
born  in  1854,  married  (first)  Miss  Pool,  of  Broome 
county,  and  settled  on  the  Spears  homestead.  His 
first  wife  died  leaving  one  son,  Frederick,  and  he 
later  married  Miss  Flora  Benedict,  by  whom  he 
has  had  three  children,  Agnes,  Willie  and  Anna. 
(6)  Henry,  born  in  Broome  county  N.  Y.,  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  near 
his  home  for  a short  time,  but  as  he  was  only  four- 
teen years  of  age  when  his  father  died  he  was  ob- 
liged to  give  his  attention  to  the  work  of  the  farm. 
He  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-four,  and  in  1870  he  married  Miss  Dorcas 
E.  Gardiner,  who  was  born  in  Broome  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  1850,  a daughter  of  Jedekiah  and  Abbie 
Gardiner,  and  a member  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer 
families  of  that  section.  She  was  well  educated,  for 
some  years  had  been  a successful  teacher  in  Broome 
county,  and  her  advice  and  aid  did  much  to  es- 
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tablish  her  husband’s  success.  In  1870  he  removed 
to  Susquehanna  county,  and  after  working  for  a 
time  in  the  acid  business  he  purchased  his  present 
farm,  where  he  has  made  many  improvements, 
clearing  land  and  erecting  a fine  two-story  resi- 
dence and  good  barns  and  other  buildings.  Po- 
litically he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  has  served  as  supervisor,  five 
years  as  assessor,  and  for  some  time  was  school 
director.  Since  1865  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  at  present  he  holds  the 
office  of  trustee. 

His  wife,  who  was  a devout  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  died  in  No- 
vember, 1894,  while  under  treatment  lor  kidney 
disease  at  a hospital  in  Brooklyn.  They  had  eleven 
children,  to  whom  have  been  given  the  best  educa- 
tional privileges  that  the  schools  of  Lanesboro  and 
vicinity  afford:  Mary  E.,  born  in  February,  1871, 
in  Susquehanna  county,  married  John  Vaughn,  of 
McClure,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  now  the  foreman  in 
a milk  factory  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; they  have 
one  daughter,  Edna.  Alvin  G.,  born  in  December, 
1872,  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  married  Miss  Maud 
Putnam,  of  Harmony  township,  and  they  now  re- 
side in  Wayne  county,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
stone  quarry  business.  David  T.,  born  in  1874,  now 
resides  in  Montana  near  Yellowstone  Park.  He  is 
not  married,  and  is  a promising  young  man.  Ber- 
tha, born  in  September,  1876;  Earl,  in  November, 
1878;  Willard,  in. April,  1880;  Millie,  October  17, 
1882;  Margaret  D.,  April  10,  1884;  Jesse,  in  July, 
1886 ; Rosie,  October  21,  1888 ; and  James  R.  Spears, 
May  15,  1891,  are  at  home. 

WILLIAM  NELSON  BARNES.  Rising 
above  the  head  of  the  mass  are  many  men  of  sterling 
worth  and  value,  who  by  sheer  perseverance  and 
energy  have  conquered  fortune,  and  by  their  own 
unaided  efforts  have  risen  from  the  ranks  to  stand 
among  the  successful  few  who  now  hold  honorable 
positions  in  life.  It  is  to  his  perseverance,  in- 
domitable energy  and  close  application  that  Mr. 
Barnes  owes  his  success  in  life,  and  he  is  now  most 
creditably  filling  the  office  of  deputy  register  and  re- 
corder of  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J., 
April  30,  1855,  a son  of  Royal  W.  and  Malinda 
(Stevens)  Barnes,  natives  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J. 
In  that  State  they  continued  to  make  their  home  un- 
til 1867,  when  they  removed  to  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  but  after  residing  there  for 
two  years,  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county.  For 
a year  they  made  their  home  in  Auburn  township, 
and  then  removed  to  Rush  township,  where  the 
mother  died  February  15,  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years.  The  father,  who  was  born  December  14, 
1813,  is  still  living,  and  now  makes  his  home  with 
his  daughter  in  Rush  township.  He  has  been  quite 
a prominent  man  in  his  community,  has  been  called 
upon  to  fill  township  offices,  and  was  director  of  the 
poor  asylum  for  a time.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 


lican, and  in  early  life  was  a member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  but  now  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  also  a 
consistent  member.  In  their  family  were  four  chil- 
dren: Watson  T.  (deceased),  who  was  a prominent 
attorney  of  Montrose,  and  represented  Susquehanna 
county  In  the  State  Legislature  for  two  terms ; 
Martha,  wife  of  Alden  Devine,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township;  William  N.,  our  subject;  and  Susan,  who 
died  in  New  Jersey  at  the  age  of  three  years.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  William  and 
Catherine  (Kirkhuff)  Barnes,  were  lifelong  resi- 
dents of  Sussex  and  Warren  counties,  N.  J.,  and 
the  former  was  a gunsmith  by  trade.  • 

William  N.  Barnes  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  continued  to  live  with  his  parents  most  of 
the  time  until  thirty  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  commenced  teaching  school,  and  suc- 
cessfully followed  that  profession  for  seventeen 
J terms  in  Rush  township.  On  leaving  home  he 
; studied  law  with  the  firm  of  Little,  Blakesley  & 

I Allen,  of  Montrose,  at  intervals  for  five  years,  and 
I was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  August,  1885,  since  which 
time  he  has  devoted  a part  of  his  attention  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  though  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  he  has  held  some  official  position. 

On  September  15,  1897,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
Mr.  Barnes  married  Mrs.  Lois  M.  (Bleakley) 
Tower,  and  to  them  has  come  one  son,  Guy  Seward, 
born  April  27,  1899.  Mrs.  Barnes  was  born  July  2, 
1868,  in  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  where  her  parents,  William 
Irving  and  Sarah  (Gray)  Bleakley  (both  yet  liv- 
ing), spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives.  The 
father,  who  is  a machinist  by  trade,  was  born  May 
25,  1838,  in  Moreau,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  of 
English  descent ; the  mother  was  born  November  26, 
1844,  in  Gilboa,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestry.  In  1892  Lois  M.  Bleakley  married 
John  E.  Tower,  of  Amsterdam,  N.  Y..  who  died 
the  same  year  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  bookkeeper. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Barnes  is  a Master  Mason,  also 
a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  of  the  Heptasophs ; in  religious  faith  he 
holds  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  political  support  is  given  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  takes  quite  an 
active  and  influential  part  in  public  affairs.  While  a 
resident  of  Rush  township  he  served  as  school  direc- 
tor three  years  ; township  clerk  three  terms  ; has  been 
secretary  of  the  Auburn  and  Rush  Poor  Asylum  for 
the  past  nineteen  years ; and  in  September,  1888,  was 
appointed  deputy  register  and  recorder,  which  po- 
sition he  will  cont'iue  to  fill  during  the  Democratic 
administration.  His  official  duties  have  always  been 
most  capably  and  conscientiously  discharged,  and  his 
public  and  private  life  are  alike  above  reproach. 

DANIEL  LOWE,  a prosperous  farmer  and 
lumberman  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  is  one 
of  the  public-spirited  citizens  to  whose  energy  and 
foresight  the  locality  is  indebted  for  many  improve- 
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ments.  While  he  has  given  close  attention  to  his 
private  affairs,  he  has  never  forgotten  or  ignored 
that  bond  of  common  interest  which  should  unite 
the  people  of  every  community,  and  he  has  always 
been  ready  to  promote  progress  in  every  line. 

Mr.  Lowe  was  born  in  1833,  near  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  a son  of  Lewis  and  Hannah  (Hopkins) 
Lowe.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Lowe,  was  a 
native  of  Holland,  and  served  as  captain  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  under  Gen.  Washington.  At 
an  early  day  Lewis  Lowe  removed  to  Ararat,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  at  the  black- 
smith’s trade  until  1872,  when  he  sold  out  and  went 
to  Great  Bend,  making  his  home  with  his  son  Mor- 
ris. Plis  wife  died  in  1883.  In  their  family  were 
seven  children,  Daniel  being  the  eldest.  (2)  Mor- 
ris, born  at  Ararat,  in  1835,  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  railroad  business  at  Great  Bend.  He 
married  Lucinda  Hill,  of  that  county,  and  has  six 
children.  (3)  Sarah,  born  in  Ararat  in  1837,  is 
now  living  in  one  of  the  Southern  States.  (4)  Hen- 
ry, born  in  1839,  in  Susquehanna  county,  was  for 
three  years  a Union  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  re- 
turned home  broken  down  in  health.  He  married 
Lucinda  Page,  of  Susquehanna  county,  by  whom 
he  has  five  children,  and  they  now  live  in  INlew  Mil- 
ford, Penn.  (5)  Perry,  born  in  Ararat  in  1841, 
married  Sarah  Griggs,  and  died  while  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country  during  the  Civil  war.  (6) 
Mary,  born  in  Susquehanna  county,  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years.  (7)  John,  when  a young  man  drift- 
ed with  the  tide  of  emigration  to  the  Black  Hills, 
and  has  never  been  heard  from  by  his  friends  in 
Pennsylvania.  [Anyone  reading  this  article  would 
confer  a great  favor  on  the  family  by  giving  any 
information  of  his  whereabouts.] 

Daniel  Lowe  conned  his  lessons  in  the  common 
and  high  schools  of  Susquehanna  county.  He  was 
married  in  September,  1857,  to  Miss  Ellen  Ray- 
mond, of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  born 
at  their  present  home.  Lansing  R.  is  with  his  par- 
ents ; Emma  married  Russel  Fletcher,  of  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  who  died  leaving  one  child,  Ellen; 
Nellie  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years ; Min- 
nie died  at  the  age  of  ten  years ; and  Ernest  and 
Myron  are  both  at  home.  Mr.  Lowe  began  his  do- 
mestic life  upon  his  present  farm  in  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county,  but  later  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Ararat,  Susquehanna  county.  Subsequently  he  re- 
purchased his  farm  in  Scott  township,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  homeH"  In  1884  he  erected  a 
pleasant  residence,  and  has  made  many  other  im- 
provements which  add  to  the  value  and  attractive 
appearance  of  the  place,  making  it  one  of  the  best 
rural  homes  in  Wayne  county.  His  farming  opera- 
tions were  interrupted  in  1864  by  his  enlistment 
in  Company  I,  127th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  with  which  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in  a 
number  of  important  engagements. 

Earnest  and  consistent  Christian  people,  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Lowe  have  become  active  and  prominent 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Sherman.  The 
Republican  party  has  always  found  in  him  a stanch 
supporter,  and  he  cheerfully  gives  his  influence  to 
all  measures  which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove 
of  public  good.  Fraternally  he  affiliates  with  De- 
posit Lodge  No.  396,  F.  & A.  M.  As  a citizen, 
friend  and  neighbor,  he  is  true  to  every  duty,  and 
justly  merits  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the 
entire  community. 

JOHN  R.  WILCOX,  an  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive farmer  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  February  19,  i860,  on  the  old 
homestead  where  he  still  resides,  and  is  a repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
the  community. 

Pardon  T.  Wilcox,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  December  29,  1814,  in  Rhode  Island,  and  at  an 
early  day  came  to  Wayne  county  with  his  parents, 
George  and  Hannah  (Whitman)  Wilcox,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Rhode  Island,  and  who  died  in 
Wayne  county.  On  March  19,  1841,  Pardon  T. 
Wilcox  wedded  Miss  Mary  E.  Wood,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  July  14,  1822,  a daughter  of  Samuel 
R.  and  Eliza  (Godfrey)  Wood,  natives  of  that 
State,  who  in  1836  came  to  Wayne  county,  making 
the  journey  with  horses  and  wagon.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  began  their  domestic  life  in  Damas- 
cus township,  Wayne  county,  but  later  removed  to 
Manchester  township,  where  they  erected  a rude 
log  house,  roofed  with  hemlock  shingles,  and  barn 
with  roof  of  hemlock  bark.  Upon  this  farm  the 
father  continued  to  reside  until  called  to  his  final 
rest  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years ; the  mother  is 
still  living  on  the  old  homestead.  Fourteen  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  only  five  of  whom  are  now 
living ; in  order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows  : Will- 

iam H.,  who  was  born  August  10,  1843,  died  in  the 
service  of  his  country  August  23,  1862,  his  name 
being  on  the  soldiers  monument  at  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county ; Hannah  E.  is  the  deceased  wife  of 
Gideon  B.  Chase,  who  was  also  a Union  soldier 
during  the  Civil  war;  Malissa  died  in  1849  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  months;  Cassandra  J.  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Brown,  of  Manchester  township ; Eleanor  E. 
is  the  wife  of  M.  Bursely,  of  Manchester  township ; 
Mary  Olive  is  the  wife  of  George  T.  Kellum,  of  the 
same  township ; Henry  W.  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years;  Edward  Fremont  is  also  deceased;  Diana  T. 
is  the  deceased  wife  of  William  Sanders,  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.;  John  R.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Solomon  Wesley  was  drowned  in  the  Sus- 
quehanna river  at  Plymouth,  Penn.,  in  1874;  and 
Caroline  F.  is  the  wife  of  John  Price,  of  Manchester 
township. 

John  R.  Wilcox  was  reared  on  the  old  home 
farm,  where  he  obtained  a thorough  knowledge  of 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  acquired  his  literary  education.  He 
now  has  entire  management  of  the  farm,  which 
comprises  eighty-three  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land 
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under  excellent  cultivation  and  improved  with  good 
buildings.  The  fields  are  well  tilled,  and  every- 
thing about  the  place  bespeaks  the  thrift  and  enter- 
prise of  the  owner,  who  is  a man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness ability.  His  frank  and  genial  manner  wins  the 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and 
those  who  know  him  best  are  numbered  among  his 
warmest  friends. 

On  May  24,  1888,  Mr.  Wilcox  married  Miss 
Jennett  Mawdsley,  who  has  proved  a true  helpmeet 
to  him.  She  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Da- 
mascus township,  Wayne  county,  and  is  a daughter 
of  George  and  Margaret  (Collins)  Mawdsley 
(both  now  deceased),  the  father  a native  of  Eng- 
land, the  mother  of  Scotland..  Mrs.  Wilcox  is  one 
of  a family  of  nine  children,  the  others  being  John, 
Thomas,  Joseph,  James,  Agnes,  George  and  Rachel, 
all  still  living,  and  Ellen,  deceased.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  two  bright  boys : Raymond,  now 
(1900)  aged  nine  years;  and  Sherman,  aged  eight. 

WILLIAM  JENNINGS,  a prominent  citizen 
of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
an  able  and  progressive  agriculturist,  and  his  farm, 
though  small,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  that 
locality,  the  scientific  methods  employed  in  its  man- 
agement bringing  better  results  than  are  secured  on 
many  larger  estates. 

Mr.  Jennings  was  born  October  28,  1853,  at 
the  old  family  homestead  in  New  Milford  township, 
and  is  a son  of  Lancaster  and  Eliza  Ann  (Richard- 
son) Jennings,  and  a grandson  of  David  B.  Jennings, 
a well-known  pioneer,  of  whom  an  extended  account 
is  given  elsewhere.  Lie  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  and  after  work- 
ing for  a year  among  farmers  in  the  vicinity  he 
purchased  a farm  in  that  township.  This  place  he 
kept  only  one  year,  when  he  sold  it  and  again 
worked  as  a laborer  on  neighboring  farms ; but 
after  his  marriage  he  rented  land  and  engaged  in 
farming  on  his  own  account.  In  the  fall  of  1880 
he  removed  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
employed  nine  years  in  cigar  factories,  being  fore- 
man of  the  Kent  factory  for  two  years.  He  then 
became  interested  in  the  coal  business,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  that  operated  a gristmill  for  two  years ; 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  farming  in  his 
native  township,  having  twenty-five  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  is  a member  of  the  local  grange, 
and  of  Binghamton  Lodge,  Order  of  Red  Men; 
politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  While  re- 
siding in  Binghamton  and  since  his  return  to  New 
Milford  he  lias  held  a number  of  local  offices;  also 
for  many  years  served  the  Methodist  Church  (of 
which  he  is  a member)  in  various  official  capacities. 
On  March  18,  1874,  he  was  married  in  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Titus,  daughter  of  Baker  and  Anna  (Cary)  Titus, 
of  Lenox  township.  She  died  March  17,  1875, 
aged  twenty-one  years,  and  was  buried  in  Lenox 
township.  On  October  31,  1877,  Mr.  Jennings 
married  Miss  Anna  Waldo,  of  New  Milford  town- 


ship, daughter  of  Anson  and  Jane  (Leach)  Waldo. 
The  Waldo  family  is  of  English  origin,  and 
Mrs.  Jennnings'  great-grandparents,  Edward  L. 
and  Hannah  (Elderkin)  Waldo,  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  England  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Wind- 
ham county,  Conn.  Zachariah  Waldo,  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Jennings,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  his 
wife,  Joanna  (Butterfield),  was  a native  of  New 
Hampshire.  Anson  Waldo,  father  of  Mrs.  Jen- 
nings, was  born  in  Windham'  county,  Conn.,  and  as 
a young  man  followed  the  molder’s  trade ; later,  in 
1841,  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  purchasing 
thirty  acres  of  land  in  New  Milford  township. 
There  he  made  a clearing  and  built  a log  cabin,  and 
two  years  later  he  removed  to  another  farm  adjoin- 
ing, but  in  1876  he  returned  to  his  original  home- 
stead, where  he  died  October  2,  1882,  aged  seventy- 
six  years,  three  months,  nineteen  days.  He  was  a 
Universalist  in  religious  belief,  and  as  a citizen  was 
much  respected  for  his  excellent  qualities  of  char- 
acter. His  widow,  Mrs.  Jane  (Leach)  Waldo,  who 
was  born  April  1,  1826,  is  now  residing  with  our 
subject.  Of  their  children,  Samuel,  the  eldest,  was 
born  in  New  Milford  township,  May  21,  1846,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  general  farming  in  the  same 
township.  (2)  Albert,  also  a farmer  in  New  Mil- 
ford township,  married  Miss  Ella  Fuller,  and  has 
one  daughter,  May,  wife  of  John  Monroe.  (3) 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

The  Leach  family  is  of  pioneer  stock,  and  Sam- 
uel Leach,  Mrs.  Jane  Waldo’s  father,  once  owned  the 
larger  portion  of  the  site  of  New  Milford  borough. 
He  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of 
Capt.  Leach,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in 
early  manhood,  settling  first  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, then  in  Franklin  township,  and  finally  in 
Bridgewater  township.  He  died  in  1829,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  at  New  Milford.  His  wife, 
Betsy  (McFall),  came  to  Susquehanna  county  from 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  during  her  girlhood.  She 
died  in  1862,  and  was  buried  at  Milburn,  N.  Y., 
near  Binghamton.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Eliza  (deceased),  who  married  Harvey 

Leach;  Charles  (deceased);  Hannah,  widow  of 
Sylvester  Simpson,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Harry, 
a school  teacher,  who  died  in  Colorado;  Ruth  (de- 
ceased), who  married  George  Hopkins;  Ellen  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Ludwig  Main;  and  Jane,,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Jennings. 

CHARLES  H.  FREDERICK  POEPPEL. 
Many  of  the  most  enterprising  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness men  of  Wayne  county  have  come  from  the  land 
beyond  the  sea,  and  especially  is  this  true  of  those 
who  have  left  their  homes  in  the  German  Empire 
and  sought  in  this  land  of  freedom  a home 
and  competence  for  themselves  and  family.  Among 
these  is  Mr.  Poeppel,  a leading  butcher  and  meat 
merchant  of  Hawley.  He  was  born  November  9, 
1845,  in  Hameln,  on  the  Weser,  Hanover,  Germany, 
a son  of  Henry  and  Wilhelmina  (Ouante)  Poeppel, 
who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Germane,  where  the 
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father  worked  at  his  trade  of  shoemaking.  He  died 
in  March,  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  his  wife 
two  months  previous,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  They  were  earnest  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Of  their  children,  Will- 
iam, who  came  to  America,  and  served  as  sergeant 
in  the  Civil  war,  has  not  been  heard  from  for  eight- 
een years ; Charles  was  also  a Union  soldier,  and 
died  from  the  effects  of  his  service  in  the  hospital 
at  Utica,  N.  Y. ; our  subject  is  next  in  the  order 
of  birth;  Henrietta  and  Wilhelmina  (twins)  com- 
plete the  family;  the  former  died  in  Germany  at 
the  age  of  four  years,  and  the  latter  is  now  the  wid- 
ow of  Frederick  Wolter,  a stonemason. 

Until  fourteen  years  of  age  our  subject  at- 
tended the  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  then  served 
a four-years’  apprenticeship  to  the  butcher's  trade, 
receiving  nothing  for  his  services  and  having  to 
furnish  his  own  clothes.  He  continued  to  work  for 
his  employer  as  a journeyman  for  about  six  months, 
at  fifty  cents  per  week,  and  then  went  to  Hanover, 
Gefmany,  where  he  worked  for  a year  and  a half 
at  seventy-five  cents  per  week.  Two  nights  out 
of  each  week  he  had  to  make  sausage,  but  while 
here  he  added  to  his  wages  by  selling  bones  and 
other  refuse,  realizing  in  this  way  about  two  dol- 
lars per  week.  The  following  three  years  he  spent 
in  Bremen,  Germany,  where  he  worked  for  one  em- 
ployer one  year,  and  for  another  the  remainder  of 
the  time. 

Taking  passage  on  the  steamer  “Columbia,” 
Mr.  Poeppel  landed  in  New  York  City  May  3,  1869, 
and  ten  days  later  came  to  Hawley,  Penn.,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  for  Frederick  Nell  one  year, 
the  following  year  he  was  employed  at  different 
kinds  of  labor,  after  which  he  returned  to  Mr.  Neil, 
remaining  with  him  for  six  years.  On  April  21, 
1874,  while  in  his  service,  the  horse  he  was  driving 
became  scared,  and  backing  down  an  embankment 
fell  on  our  subject,  breaking  his  collar  bone  and 
three  ribs.  He  was  thus  disabled  for  about  a month, 
but  with  that  exception  he  has  engaged  in  business 
uninterruptedly  since  coming  to  America.  In  March, 
1877,  he  opened  a meat  market  of  his  own  in  Haw- 
ley, and  seventeen  months  later  removed  to  his 
present  location.  He  has  met  with  remarkable 
success  in  business,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  three 
fine  farms  in  Wayne  county,  one  in  Paupack  town- 
ship, and  two  in  Palmyra. 

In  Hawley,  November  28,  1869,  Mr.  Poeppel 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  C.  Lange, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  seven  children : Fred- 
erick G.,  Amelia  F.,  Louisa  C.,  Henry  C.  F.,  Anna 
A.  and  Lena  M.,  all  at  home;  and  Carl  Christ,  who 
died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  Poeppel  was  born  in  Wal- 
lensen,  Province  of  Hanover,  Germany,  March  14, 
1850,  a daughter  of  Christopher  and  Christina 
(Pleuger)  Lange,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
that  country.  The  father,  who  was  a shoemaker 
by  trade,  was  born  in  1801,  and  died  in  1888,  while 
the  mother  was  born  in  1825  and  died  in  1885. 
Their  children  were  Frederick,  who  was  killed  at 


Metz  in  the  German  war  of  1870;  Caroline,  widow 
of  Nicholas  Miller,  and  a resident  of  Bremen,  Ger- 
many; Louisa  C.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Henry,  a 
stonemason  in  Germany;  and  Christina,  wife  of 
Charles  Brothagen,  a farmer  of  Germany. 

Socially  Mr.  Poeppel  affiliates  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Encampment,  the 
American  Legion  of  Honor,  and  the  American  Pro- 
tective Legion,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Waverly, 
N.  Y.  In  religious  connection  he  is  a member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  cared 
for  official  honors,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided 
attention  to  liis  business  interests.  Through  his 
own  efforts  he  has  risen  from  a humble  to  an  ex- 
alted position  in  the  business  world,  and  by  his 
upright,  honorable  course  has  gained  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 

ROSMAN  I.  PAGE.  The  rapid  development 
of  this  section  is  best  realized  when  one  listens  to 
the  reminiscences  of  some  sturdy  pioneer,  whose 
memory  goes  back  to  the  time  when  the  forest 
spread  unbroken  over  hills  and  valleys  which  now 
boast  of  populous  communities.  The  venerable 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a retired  agriculturist  of  New 
Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born 
and  reared  in  that  county  amid  the  environments 
of  the  "early  days,”  and  in  his  seventy-five  years  of 
life  has  seen  marvelous  changes,  his  own  industry 
having  been  a factor  in  the  progress  of  his  locality. 

Air.  Page  comes  of  good  Vermont  ancestry  in 
both  paternal  and  maternal  lines.  Peter  Page,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  was  a farmer  in  Vermont, 
and  he  and  his  wife  both  died  there  many  years 
ago.  Capt.  Levi  Page,  his  father,  was  born  and 
reared  at  Hardwick,  Caledonia  Co.,  Vt.,  and  was 
married  there  to  Priscilla  Ingalls,  daugnter  of  Amos 
and  Ruth  (Stevens)  Ingalls,  who  came  to  Gibson, 
Susquehanna  county,  at  an  early  day.  Her  father, 
who  was  a clothier  by  occupation,  died  at  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y.  CVe  of  her  sisters,  Ruth,  was  precep- 
tress of  Wyoming  Seminary  for  some  time,  and 
afterward  conducted  a ladies  seminary  at  Bingham- 
ton for  twenty-five  years.  In  1814  our  subject's 
parents  came  to  Susquehanna  county  with  their 
familv,  then  consisting  of  four  children,  and  located 
upon  the  site  of  the  present  homestead.  The  lo- 
cality was  a wilderness,  and  a clearing  had  to  be 
made  in  the  forest  before  the  double  log  house  was 
built  which  served  many  years  as  a family  resi- 
dence. Capt.  Page  was  a man  of  influence  in  the 
township,  holding  various  offices  and  serving  seven 
vears  as  captain  of  a militia  company.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  politically 
was  a Democrat  until  the  Civil  war  issues  arose, 
when  he  became  a Republican.  Fie  died  June  30, 
t873,  aged  eighty-seven  years,  his  wife  in  April, 
1866,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and  the  remains  of 
both  were  interred  in  Lakeview  cemetery,  Jackson 
township. 
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Their  children  have  taken  an  honorable  place 
in  life,  and  all  except  Elihu  taught  school  for  a 
time,  (i)  Amanda  (deceased)  married  (first) 
Joseph  Norris,  of  Vermont,  and  (second)  Henry 
Bunnell,  of  Wayne  county.  (2)  Ezoa  (deceased) 
married  Griffin  Cook.  (3)  Elihu  died  in  New  Mil- 
ford township  in  1899,  aged  eighty-five  years,  and 
is  mentioned  more  fully  elsewhere.  (4)  Levi  S., 
a retired  resident  of  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  was  for- 
merly engaged  in  carpentering  and  in  mercantile 
business,  and  also  served  thirty-five  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  (5)  Calvin  J.  (deceased)  was  a school 
teacher  at  the  time  of  his  death.  (6)  Eber  died  in 
infancy.  (7)  Hannah  married  J.  W.  H.  Bradford, 
of  Connecticut,  and  died  in  Susquehanna  county  in 
1897,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  (8)  Amos  I.  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-eight.  (9)  Rosman  L,  our 
subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (10)  Mari- 
etta M.  married  William  Benny,  farmer  of  New 
Milford  township.  (11)  Seth  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years.  (12)  Joseph  N.  died  in  1899  at 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  and  insurance  business.  For  a time  he 
was  president  of  the  Commercial  Travelers  Insurance 
Co.,  and  later  became  general  agent  of  the  United 
States  Insurance  Co.  (13)  John  W.,  a resident  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  was  formerly  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Commercial  Tavelers  Insurance  Co. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  3,  1824,  in 
the  log  house  above  mentioned,  and  as  the  son  of 
a busy  farmer  with  an  indebtedness  taking  the 
profits  of  the  estate  he  found  plenty  of  work  to  do 
during  his  youth.  At  seventeen  he  taught  school 
for  one  term ; but  as  the  pay  was  very  small  he  de- 
cided to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  his  brother 
L.  S.,  with  whom  he  worked  at  intervals  for  about 
eight  years,  the  remainder  of  the  time  being  spent 
in  assisting  his  father.  When  he  was  about  twenty- 
five  years  old  the  debt  was  finally  cleared,  and  his 
father  gave  him  seventy-five  acres  of  land  upon 
which  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account. 
From  time  to  time  he  has  purchased  other  tracts 
of  land  until  he  now  owns  103  acres  on  his  home- 
stead, with  several  wooded  lots  in  the  vicinity.  He 
also  bought  the  farm  in  New  Milford  on  which  his 
son  Seth  resides.  For  about  ten  years  he  followed 
carpentering  in  connection  with  farming.  As  a 
good  citizen  he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the 
questions  of  the  day  and  although  not  an  office 
seeker  he  served  as  supervisor  during  the  Civil 
war,  one  of  the  duties  being  to  fill  the  quota  from 
the  township  for  the  drafts,  and  take  the  men  to 
Scranton  for  enlistment.  Not  being  able  to  go  him- 
self, he  furnished  a substitute.  Previous  to  the 
war  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he  has  ever  since  affil- 
iated with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Grange  for  twenty-five  years. 

On  December  8,  1849,  Mr.  Page  was  married 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
Orilla  E.  Chandler,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  and 
Sally  (Lewis)  Chandler,  of  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  his  father  was  a prominent 


physician  in  his  day.  She  died  March  31,  1885, 
aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  her  remains  rest  in  Lake- 
view  cemetery.  Of  the  two  sons  of  this  union, 
Seth,  the  eldest,  a farmer  in  New  Milford  township, 
married  Miss  Hattie  R.  Kenyon,  and  had  three 
children,  May,  Glen  R.  (who  died  in  1898,  aged 
fourteen  years),  and  an  infant.  (2)  Lamont  L., 
who  resides  on  a portion  of  the  old  homestead  ad- 
joining our  subject’s  farm,  married  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Kenyon,  a sister  of  his  brother’s  wife.  On  Decem- 
ber 24,  1891,  our  subject  was  married  at  New  Mil- 
ford to  Miss  Betsey  C.  Follet,  who  was  born  April 
25,  1832,  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
Her  paternal  grandparents,  Warren  and  Patty  P. 
(Tingley)  Follet,  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  at  an  early  day,  and  made 
their  home  in  Harford  township.  Capt.  Hiram 
Follet,  Mrs.  Page’s  father,  was  born  in  Harford 
township,  and  became  a successful  farmer  In  Jack- 
son.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  fre- 
quently chosen  to  office  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
died  at  Danville,  Penn.,  October  27,  1876,  aged  sev- 
enty-three years,  and  his  wife,  Nancy  (Green), 
died  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
April  10,  1868,  aged  sixty-three  years,  the  re- 
mains of  both  being  interred  in  Gibson  cemetery. 
The  Green  family  has  been  identified  with  Gibson 
township  from  pioneer  times,  and  Mrs.  Page’s  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  John  Green,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  his  wife  Betsey  (Van  Winkle),  of  Long  Island, 
both  died  there  and  were  buried  in  the  local  cem- 
etery. Mrs.  Page  was  the  youngest  of  two  chil- 
dren, the  other  being  John  P.,  who  married  Miss 
Adeline  Clalflin,  and  is  a farmer  by  occupation, 
now  residing,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one,  at  Man- 
lius, 111.  Mrs.  Betsy  C.  Page  died  very  suddenly 
September  5,  1899,  of  heart  failure. 

AUGLTSTUS  WAIDLER  is  the  well  known 
proprietor  of  “Sunnyside  Farm,”  in  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county,  which  at  the  time  of  his  purchase, 
in  1887,  was  known  as  the  Christ  Williams  farm. 
He  has  since  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
substantial  improvement  and  material  development 
of  the  locality,  and  although  an  adopted  son  of 
America  his  loyalty  is  above  question,  and  his  labors 
in  the  interests  of  the  community  have  been  most 
effective  and  beneficial. 

Mr.  Waidler  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
February  2,  1848,  and  when  a child  was  brought 
to  the  New  World  by  his  parents,  Christian  and 
Josephine  (Hayes)  Waidler,  also  natives  of  Baden, 
and  representatives  of  highly-respected  families  of 
that  country.  Bv  trade  the  father  was  a black- 
smith, and  on  coming  to  the  Lmited  States  located 
in  Lumberland,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed that  occupation.  Throughout  life  he  was 
remarkably  healthy,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-five  years,  dying  in  Kimble,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  in  December,  1895.  His  children  who  are 
still  living  are  Kate,  Barbara,  John,  Carrie,  Philip, 
Augustus  and  Lave. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  early  became  familiar  with  hard  work. 
For  ten  years  after  starting  out  in  life  for  himself 
he  followed  boating  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
canal,  and  two  years  on  the  Erie  canal.  He  built 
the  boat  “G.  E.  West,”  at  a cost  of  $2,000,  but 
sold  it  on  his  return  to  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  in 
1877,  and  on  disposing  of  lhs  property  there  he 
came  to  Wayne  county  in  1886  and  bought  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Scott  township.  It  comprises  100 
acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  improved  with  a commodious  res- 
idence and  very  large  barn.  It  is  conveniently  near 
the  school  house  of  the  district,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  places  in  the  community. 

At  Cahoonzie,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Waidler  was  mar- 
ried, March  20,  1878,  to  Miss  Esther  E.  Jennings, 
who  was  born  in  Barryville,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y., 
June  9,  1859,  a daughter  of  Isaac  Jennings,  a hotel- 
keeper,  who  died  in  1883,  and  his  wife,  Susan  Jane 
(Davenport)  Jennings.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waidler 
have  five  children,  namely:  George  L.,  Emma 

Florence,  Amanda  E.,  Mabel  E.  and  Ruth  Sadie. 

In  political  affiliation  Mr.  Waidler  is  a stanch 
Republican,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  his  party,  and  he  is  now  acceptably  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  as  postmaster  of 
Scott  Centre,  having  been  appointed  to  the  latter 
position  in  October,  1897.  Socially  he  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men.  His  upright,  honorable  life  commends 
him  to  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact,  and  he  has  made  many  warm 
friends  in  his  adooted  county. 

JOHN  McCOlxMICK,  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing agriculturists  of  Silver  Lake  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  a native  of  same,  born  in  June, 
1835,  of  Irish  parentage. 

James  McCormick,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1799  in  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  when  a young  man.  He 
was  married,  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  to  Mary  Guyton, 
who  was  born  in  1808  in  County  Tipperary,  and 
they  shortly  afterward  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty; Penn.,  settling  on  new  land  in  Silver  Lake  town- 
ship. Mr.  McCormick  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  farm, 
which  he  was  first  obliged  to  clear,  however,  and 
by  incessant  industry  he  succeeded  in  convert- 
ing what  was  once  a wilderness  into  a pro- 
ductive and  valuable  farm.  The  log  house  which 
he  erected  on  his  arrival,  and  which  the  family  oc- 
cupied for  many  years,  was  in  time  replaced  by  a 
substantial  frame  residence,  and  numerous  other 
changes  were  made  about  the  place  which  increased 
its  value  and  enhanced  its  appearance.  Mr.  Mc- 
Cormick did  his  full  share  in  the  advancement  of 
agricultural  interests  in  this  region,  and  he  also 
took  an  active  part  in  establishing  good  public 
schools,  and  otherwise  assisting  in  the  intellectual 
growth  of  the  section,  serving  faithfully  for  many 


years  as  school  director.  He  passed  away  on  his 
farm  in  Silver  Lake  township  in  1862,  his  wife  pre- 
ceding him  to  the  grave  in  1855.  They  were  con- 
sistent Catholics  in  religious  belief,  and  reared 
their  family  in  the  same  faith,  always  placing  the 
greatest  importance  in  their  moral  training,  and 
giving  them  the  best  advantages  for  education  at 
their  command.  Six  children  were  born  to  James 
and  Mary  McCormick,  of  whom  we  have  the  follow- 
ing record : 

(1)  James  was  born  near  Albany,  N.  Y., 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  for  several  years 
prior  to  his  marriage  taught  in  the  schools  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  but  he  made  farming  his  life 
work,  his  place  adjoining  that  of  his  father.  He 
died  in  February,  1898.  He  married  Miss  Katie 
Curley,  of  Middletown,  and  they  had  seven  children, 
Mary  (wife  of  James  Kane,  of  Choconut),  James, 
Thomas,  Joseph,  Lawrence,  Catherine  (who  mar- 
ried John  Heavey),  and  Annie  (wife  of  William 
Caddon,  of  New  York  State.)  (2)  Mary,  born  on 
the  old  home  farm,  received  a good  education,  and 
followed  the  teacher's  profession  for  a number  of 
years  before  her  marriage  to  Joseph  Ward,  of  Sil- 
ver Lake  township.  (3)  Ellen,  born  in  Silver 
Lake,  received  a thorough  education,  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  convent 
schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  where  she  died. 
(4)  Thomas,  born  in  Silver  Lake,  resides  in 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  has  for  many  years  been 
pattern  maker  for  the  Iron  & Coal  Co.  For  his 
first  wife  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Clark,  of 
Choconut  township,  who  died  in  Scranton,  leaving 
four  children,  Joseph,  Thomas,  Annie  and  Mary. 
By  his  second  wife,  Annie  (Monaghan),  he  has 
two  children,  James  and  John.  (5)  Joseph  went 
South,  and  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a wholesale 
jewelry  store  in  Chattanooga,  Term.,  where  he  was 
attacked  with  smallpox  and  died  in  young  manhood. 
(6)  John  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

John  McCormick  attended  the  district  schools 
during  his  boyhood,  and  received  his  training  to 
agricultural  work  on  the  home  place,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1876,  purchasing  the  farm 
at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  In  early  manhood  he 
also  engaged  in  lumbering  in  the  winter  season.  In 
1876  he  sold  the  property  in  Silver  Lake  township, 
and  purchased  the  Allen  J.  Sheldon  farm  near  Sil- 
ver Lake,  where  he  erected  a fine  home,  and  here 
he  has  since  resided,  engaged  in  general  agriculture 
and  dairying.  He  has  cleared  up  a large  portion  of 
this  tract,  on  which  he  has  also  made  general  im- 
provements which  have  materially  beautified  the 
place,  and  he  holds  high  rank  among  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  up-to-date  farmers  of  the  section. 
Like  his  father,  he  has  always  taken  special  interest 
in  the  educational  affairs  of  the  community,  and 
he  has  served  acceptably  as  school  director  for  a 
number  of  terms,  but  he  has  been  progressive  and 
public-spirited  in  every  respect,  and  his  genial  dis- 
position has  won  for  him  hosts  of  friends  among  his 
neighbors  and  fellow  citizens.  He  is  as  highly 
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respected  as  he  is  popular,  and  he  bears  an  untar- 
nished reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity  in  all 
his  dealings. 

In  1859  Mr.  McCormick  married  Miss 
Bridget  Hannagan,  daughter  of  John  and  Cath- 
erine (Donnelly)  Hannagan,  who  were ’well  known 
pioneers  of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming-.  Twelve 
children  have  blessed  this  marriage,  all  born  in  Sil- 
ver Lake  township,  namely : Mary  married  a Mr. 

Kelly,  of  Silver  Lake,  where  they  reside  on  their 
farm ; thev  have  four  children  living,  Matthew, 
Rose,  Mary  and  Theresa.  (2)  Daisy  received  a 
good  education  in  the  select  schools  of  the  county, 
and  taught  school  here  successfully  for  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  John  J.  Mur- 
phy, of  Silver  Lake  township,  and  they  have  had 
five  children,  Leo,  Rachel,  Charles,  Vincent  and 
Gabriel.  (3)  John  married!  Miss  Katie  Murphy, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Cecelia,  Mary  and 
Richard.  They  reside  on  a farm  near  Bracknev, 
in  Silver  Lake  township.  (4)  Ellen  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  S.  Sweeney,  and  has  seven . children,  Jo- 
seph, James,  Ellen,  Rose,  Edward,  Annie  and  Mon- 
ica. They  own  a comfortable  home  near  Quaker 
Lake.  (5)  Joseph  married  Miss  Anna  Heavey, 
and  makes  his  home  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  They 
have  two  children,  Walter  and  Florence.  (_6) 
Rose  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  'a  number  of 
years  before  her  marriage  to  Thomas  Gahagan,  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they  reside.  They 
have  one  son,  Ambrose.  (7)  Alphonse  taught 
school  in  Susquehanna  county  for  a number  of 
years,  and  is  now  manager  of  the  New  York.  State 
Asylum  farm,  proving  himself  in  this  responsible 
position  a very  capable  business  man.  He  is  un- 
married. (8)  Ambrose  is  engaged  in  the  feed 
business  in  Binghamton.  (9)  Genevieve,  (10) 
James,  (11)  William  and  (12)  Paul  are  still  under 
the  parental  roof.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCormick  and 
all  their  children  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  to  the  work  of  which  they  contribute  lib- 
erally. Politically  our  subject  is  a Democrat. 


WESLEY  F.  ROGERS,  whose  sudden  death 
on  January  13,  1900,  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  was  at  the  time  serving  as  yard 
engineer  for  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  at  Hawley, 


Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  at  Westfall,  Pike  county,  July  9,  1845,  a son  of 
Augustus  J.  and  Lucinda  (Quick)  Rogers,  natives 
of  England  and  New  Jersey,  respectively.  When  a 
lad  of  ten  years  the  father  emigrated  with  his  par- 
ents to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y.,  where  they  died.  He  was  married  in 
Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  there  continued  to  make 
his  home  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  em- 
ployed first  as  foreman  on  the  canal,  and  later  en- 
gaging' in  farming  and  tending  a lock  at  the  same 
time.  He  was  an  earnest,  conscientious  Christian 
gentleman,  and  for  many  years  served  as  a local 


minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
died  in  March,  1884,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  his  wife  in  April,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Kimble,  Pike  county.  Their  children  were  Mary 
and  Russell  (twins),  who  both  died  in  infancy;  Wes- 
ley F.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Isabella,  a trained 
nurse,  now  located  in  Pittsburg,  Penn. ; Ebba,  wife 
of  Edward  Calfus,  station  agent  at  Shohola,  Pike 
county ; and  Stella,  a resident  of  Hawley. 

Wesley  F.  Rogers  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
schools  near  his  childhood  home  until  fifteen  years 
of  age,  acquiring  a good  practical  education,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  made  lock  tender 
at  what  was  then  known  as  Blue  Eddy,  holding  that 
position  for  four  years.  In  March,  1865,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  214th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Robert  H.  Ford,  of  Philadelphia,  and  proceeded  to 
Richmond,  Va.,  where  he  did  guard  duty  until  hon- 
orably discharged  in  March,  1866.  Fortunately  he 
was  never  wounded.  On  his  return  home  he  began 
braking  on  the  Erie  railroad,  and  after  serving  in. 
that,  capacity  for  two  years  he  was  made  fireman.  In 
1871  he  was  promoted  to  engineer,  and  as  such  con- 
tinued with  the  Erie  railroad,  an  honored  and  trust- 
ed employe  of  the  company  until  his  sudden  death 
on  January  13,  1900,  from  heart  disease.  He  was 
on  duty  on  his  engine,  on  the  return  trip  from  Haw- 
ley to  Port  Jervis,  and  died  between  Lackawaxen 
and  Rowland.  His  remains  were  interred  January 
17,  at  Kimble. 

In  Glen  Eyre,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Rogers 
was  married  in  1870,  to  Miss  Christina  Mahler,  a 
native  of  Baden,  Germany,  who  when  a child  came 
to  America  and  lived  with  an  uncle  in  New  York. 
She  died  April  23,  1893,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Kimble  cemetery,  Pike  county.  Six  children  blessed 
this  union,  namely : Harry,  who  is  now  located  in 
Yonkers,  N.  Y. ; Ralph,  deceased;  and  Charles, 
Clarence,  Herbert  and  Mabel,  who  are  at  home. 
Mr.  Rogers  was  again  married,  at  Hawley,  October 
17,  1897,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Laura 
M.  Gearing.  There  are  no  children  of  this  marriage. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Rogers  was  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  Pocahontas  Lodge,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  of  Haw- 
ley; and  of  the  Iv.  of  H.  and  F.  & A.  M.,  both  of 
Hawley.  His  political  support  was  always  given 
to  the  measures  which  he  believed  best  culculated 
to  advance  the  public  welfare,  but  he  was  not 
bound  by  party  ties.  He  was,  however,  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  popular  citizens  of  Hawley, 

. where  he  made  many  warm  friends. 

CHRISTOPHER  W.  BODIE,  a well-known 
and  prominent  citizen  of  Dyberry  township,  Wayne 
county,  belongs  to  a family  that  has  for  many  years 
been  identified  with  the  industrial  and  business  in- 
terests of  this  section  of  the  State.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
was  born  about  1788,  was  for  many  years  a 
resident  of  Philadelphia,  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
Ohio. 
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Joseph  Bodie,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a na- 
tive of  Philadelphia,  and  when  a boy  learned  the 
glass  blower's  trade.  On  first  coming  to  Wayne 
county  he  was  employed  in  a glass  factory  in  Dy- 
berry,  but  later  purchased  land  in  the  western  part 
of  the  township,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  which  he  devoted  his  energies  until  called  from 
this  life  ill  February,  1888.  He  married  Miss.  Caro- 
line, daughter  of  Christopher  and  Elizabeth  (Flen- 
itz)  Faatz,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Saxony,  Germany.  In  1808  Mr.  Faatz  and  his  eld- 
son  son  came  to  America  and  in  Philadelphia  found 
employment  in  a glass  factory,  as  they  were  skilled 
workmen  along  that  line.  The  following  year  they 
were  joined  by  the  remainder  of  the  family,  and  in 
1816  they  all  removed  to  Dyberry,  Wayne  county, 
where  the  father,  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons, 
built  and  operated  a glass  factory  for  many  years. 
Suitable  sand  for  the  factory  was  found  in  large 
quantities  with  in  the  township  of  Dyberry.  All  of 
the  family  are  now  deceased,  the  children  being 
Christian,  Christina,  Jacob,  Caroline  and  Charles. 
Of  these  Mrs.  Caroline  Bodie  died  December  14, 
1893.  Our  subject  is  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth  in 
a family  of  eight  children,  viz. : Charles  F.  died  in 
1868  or  '69;  Euphemia,  wife  of  Elias  Stites,  died 
about  twenty-two  years  ago  David,  now  ( 1900)  aged 
sixtv-four,  is  living  in  Honesdale ; Julia  A.,  wid- 
ow of  John  Reynolds,  is  living  in  Carbondale,  aged 
sixty-two;  Christopher  W.  is  our  subject;  Ann, 
now  aged  fifty-seven,  is  the  wife  of  S.  W.  Samp- 
son, of  Dyberry  township ; Mary,  deceased  at  the 
age  of  fifty-three,  was  the  wife  of  Edward  Faatz ; 
Caroline,  is  the  wife  of  George  Olver,  of  Carbon- 
ciale,  Pennsylvania. 

Christopher  W.  Bodie  was  born  November  11, 
1841,  in  Dvberrv  township,  where  he  still  continues 
to  make  his  home.  He  acquired  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  also  received  a 
good  musical  education.  For  many  years  he  was 
employed  as  an  instructor  in  music,  conducting  the 
winter  singing  schools  in  Wayne  county,  which 
were  so  popular  in  tne  early  days. 

On  November  11,  1862,  at  Bethany,  Wayne 
county,  Mr.  Bodie  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  E. 
Brink,  by  Rev.  E.  O.  Ward.  She  was  born  De- 
cember 27,  1842,  a daughter  of  Abraham  and  Julia 
A.  (Grimer)  Brink,  in  whose  family  were  the  fo'low- 
ing  children : David  Eugene,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Charlotte,  wife  of  Milton  Lawrence,  of  Dyberry 
township;  Caroline  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  War- 
ren, a Union  soldier,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
five  years  ; John  H.,  a residentof  Carbondale,  Penn. ; 
Phoebe  E.,  wife  of  Charles  Castle,  of  Tracy  Creek, 
N.  Y. ; Charles,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Elida,  also 
of  Binghamton ; and  Edward,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bodie  have  three  children:  Effie  L., 
born  in  July,  1863,  is  the  widow  of  John  Oliver,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  teaching  school ; Roland  C.,  born 
October  30,  1864,  is  a resident  of  Dyberry  township; 
and  Ada  A.,  born  June  15,  1867,  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Bodie  has  always  been  a stanch  supporter 


of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  most  acceptably  filled  the  offices  of  consta- 
ble (thirteen  years),  school  director  (six  years),  as- 
sessor, and  member  of  the  election  board.  He  is  now 
the  popular  postmaster  of  Haines,  having  served 
in  that  position  for  twelve  consecutive  years,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
public.  Religiously  he  is  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Bethany  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was 
for  some  time  a trustee. 

SAMUEL  HACKER.  Many  of  the  late  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war  were  of 
foreign  birth,  but  their  loyalty  to  their  adopted 
country  was  never  questioned,  for  on  Southern  bat- 
tlefields they  were  among  the  most  brave  and  faithful 
soldiers.  Among  the  boys  in  blue  was  Samuel 
Hacker,  a prominent  farmer  of  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  who  was  born  in  Devonshire, 
England,  May  17,  1835,  a son  of  Edward  and  Sarah 
(Broy)  Hacker.  In  the  family  were  eleven  children, 
six  sons  and  five  daughters,  Thomas,  John,  Will- 
iam, Ed,  Nathan,  Samuel,  Jane,  Sarah,  Mary,  Anne 
and  Diantha.  The  parents  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  England,  and  both  died  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  In  religious  belief  they  were  Episcopalians. 

In  his  native  land  Samuel  Hacker  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  and  acquired  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  its  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he,  in  company  with  his  brother  Ed,  now  a 
resident  of  Cherry  Ridge,  Penn.,  came  to  America, 
taking  passage  at  Plymouth,  and  arriving  in  this 
country  after  seven  weeks  spent  upon  the  water,  a 
broken  anchor  chain  occasioning  the  delay.  Our 
subject  first  located  at  Honesdale,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  worked  as  a .carpenter  and  contractor  for 
two  years,  and  then  settled  on  a farm  in  Texas  town- 
ship, but  later  removed  to  Cherry  Ridge.  When 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  he  enlisted,  in 
1861,  in  Company  D,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  first 
stationed  at  Yorktown,  Va.,  where  with  his  regi- 
ment he  participated  in  several  skirmishes.  His 
eyesight  being  defective,  and  being  also  troubled 
with  a chronic  disease,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  after  several  months’  service, 
and  returned  home.  In  1883  he  purchased  the  Den- 
nis Baxter  farm,  comprising  seventy-five  acres  of 
fertile  and  productive  land,  which  he  has  placed 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  a comfortable 
residence  and  good  outbuildings  are  in  perfect  har- 
mony with  the  well-tilled  fields.  He  has  been  quite 
successful  as  a general  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and 
the  prosperity  which  has  crowned  his  efforts  is 
certainly  well  deserved,  for  he  has  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world  unaided  by  capital  or  influential 
friends.' 

Mr.  Hacker  was  married,  March  21,  1857,  to 
Miss  Ellen  Ivarstake,  also  a native  of  Devonshire, 
England,  and  a daughter  of  Rodger  and  Anna 
(Browning)  Ivarstake.  Her  father  died  in  Wayne 
county  at  the  age  of  eightv-two  years,  after  which 
the  mother  returned  to  England,  where  she  passed 
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away  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one.  Of  the 
eight  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hacker,  six 
are  still  living,  namely:  William,  a resident  of  Peck- 
ville,  Penn. ; Charlotte  Ann,  now  the  wife  of  S.  P. 
Peck,  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county; 
Mary -Jane;  Sarah,  wife  of  Fred  Caulkins,  of  Mi- 
lanville,  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county;  Fan- 
ny, wife  of  Bevery  Sherwood,  of  Lackawanna, 
Penn. ; and  George.  Mr.  Hacker  has  been  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  estimable  wife,  who 
passed  to  the  world  beyond  on  January  12,  1882. 
She  was  a faithful  wife,  a kind  and  affectionate 
mother,  and  a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  many  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Hacker  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  taking  a commendable  interest  in 
political  affairs,  but  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and 
popular  citizens  of  hjte  community,  and  is  justly  de- 
serving of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly 
held  by  all  who  know  him. 

EDWARD  EVERETT  JONES.  This  well- 
known  citizen  of  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  has 
grown  up  among  its  people,  having  been  born  there 
November  25,  1867.  Although  only  thirty-two 
years  of  age,  he  has  already  prominently  identified 
himself  with,  the  public  interests  and  general  ad- 
vancement of  the  community,  where  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem  for  both  his  public  spirit  and  genial 
disposition. 

Mr.  Jones'  parents  and  grandparents  were  resi- 
dents of  Harford.  Austin  Jones,  his  grandfather, 
was  born  in  1788  in  Andover,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn., 
and  was  the  eldest  of  seven  sons,  one  of  whom,  Dr. 
Jones,  became  a prominent  citizen  of  Alabama.  In 
1812  Austin  Jones  came  to  Harford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  in  1825  settling  on  East  Hill, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
quiet  and  unostentatious  in  all  his  habits,  was  in- 
dustrious and  prosperous,  and  was  regarded 
throughout  the  community  as  one  of  its  most  sub- 
stantial and  valuable  citizens.  He  was  an  influential 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Harford, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  its  work.  In  1824  Austin 
Jones  married  Polly'  T.  Carpenter,  who  was  born  in 
1798,  and  of  the  children  born  to  this  union  Henry 
M.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  only  son  who 
reached  man’s  estate.  The  only  surviving  daugh- 
ter, Sarah,  was  born  February  18,  1828,  in  Harford, 
and  died  December  12,  1887.  She  received  a good 
education,  attending  the  common  schools  of  her  na- 
tive township,  Harford  Academy,  and  later  the 
Ontario  Female  Seminary,  from  which  she  was 
graduated  in  1852.  She  was  engaged  as  teacher 
in  the  last  named  institution  for  fourteen  years,  and 
on  returning  to  Harford  continued  to  follow  her 
profession,  in  which  she  met  with  the  highest  suc- 
cess. She  also  attained  considerable  local  fame  as  a 
writer  of  verse,  an  edition  of  her  poems  being 
now  on  the  press  which  will  be  received  with  much 
favor  by  her  large  number  of  friends,  scattered  over 


the  whole  country.  Her  poems  written  for  Rev. 
Adam  Miller’s  Semi-Centennial,  and  the  “Centen- 
nial Hymn”  for  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
settlement  of  Susquehanna  county,  are  among  her 
best  known.  Many  hearts  have  been  comforted  and 
sustained  in  the  loss  of  their  friends  by  the  tender- 
ness and  sympathy  of  her  verse.  Austin  Jones  and 
his  wife  passed  away  in  1861  and  1870,  respectively. 

Henry  M.  Jones  was  born  May  24,  1830,  in 
Flarford  township,  and  gained  a practical  knowledge 
of  the  English  branches  in  the  schools  of  the  home 
neighborhood,  studying  at  Harford  Academy,  under 
the  celebrated  teacher  Rev.  Lyman  Richardson. 
During  his  early  manhood  he  taught  successfully 
for  several  terms  in  the  local  district  schools.  He 
was  reared  to  farming,  to  which  he  devoted  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  until  1864,  on  the  homestead, 
which  he  sold  in  that  year  to  David  Van  Buskirk. 
In  the  fall  of  1865  he  bought  the  property  in  Har- 
ford village — a farm  of  130  acres  formerly  owned 
by  Deacon  Joab  Tyler — on  which  he  resided  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1866  he  purchased  the  store  property  of  E.  T. 
Tiffany,  adjoining  his  new  home,  which  he  also 
retained  until  his  .death,  tiis  sound  business  judg- 
ment, combined  with  fair  dealing,  brought  him  suc- 
cess, but  while  his  mercantile  interests  demanded 
constant  attention  he  never  entirely  gave  up  farm- 
ing, supervising  the  cultivation  of  his  land  and  tak- 
ing the  warmest  interest  in  agricultural  affairs.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Harford  Agricultural 
Society,  of  which  he  served  one  year  as  president. 
Mr.  Jones  was  an  all-around  active  citizen,  con- 
tributing much  toward  the  improvement  of  his  vil- 
lage and  township,  was  a warm  friend  to  the  poor, 
who  often  came  to  him  for  counsel,  and  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow  citizens, 
and  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings  in  any  of  the 
relations  of  life,  was  evidenced  in  the  fact  that  he  was 
often  chosen  executor  and  administrator.  He  pos- 
sessed the  qualities  which  made  him  prosper  in  all 
he  undertook,  but  he  was  equally  desirous  of  seeing 
others  prosper,  and  he  contributed  liberally  to  all 
worthy  causes.  He  was  always  deeply  interested  in 
the  general  moral  welfare,  taking  an  active  part  in 
educational  advancement,  was  an  ardent  advocate  of 
the  Temperance  cause,  and  a liberal  contributor  to 
the  support  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  its 
work.  Naturally,  he  was  chosen  to  various  posi- 
tions of  trust,  filling  nearly  every  township  office, 
served  several  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  for 
two  terms — 1873-74 — represented  his  county  in  the 
State  Legislature,  being  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket. 

On  September  12,  1854,  Mr.  Jones  married 
Marietta  I.  Blandin,  who  was  born  August  24,  1831, 
in  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Blandin,  of  that  place,  and  five  children  blessed  their 
union:  Mary  Charlotte,  William  Henry  and  Sarah 
Adaline,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy  ; Daniel  Austin, 
born  in  1864,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two, 
and  Edward  E.,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 
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Henry  M.  Jones  passed  away  at  Harford  September 
9,  1879,  leaving  a vacancy  in  the  community  which 
was  long  felt.  His  widow  now  makes  her  home  with 
her  son.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  which  Mr.  Jones  also  attended  and 
in  which  he  held  office,  and  her  life  has  been  one 
full  of  good  works,  devoted  to  her  home  and  to 
Church  and  charitable  enterprises.  Prior  to  her 
marriage  she  was  teacher  of  music  for  one  year,  • 
1850,  in  Harford  Academy,  and  her  intelligence 
and  high  character  have  placed  her  side  by  side  with 
her  honored  husband  in  the  esteem  of  their  many 
friends  and  acquaintances  in  Harford. 

Edward  E.  Jones  was  married,  July  14,  1891, 
at  Harford,  to  Miss  Hattie  Sweet,  of  whose  family 
extended  mention  is  made  below.  She  died  February 
28,  1809,  twenty-four  hours  after  having  undergone 
an  operation  at  Carbondale,  leaving  one  child,  Henry 
S.,  born  June  6,  1892.  Her  short  life  was  one  of 
beautiful  devotion  to  her  family  and  parents.  Of 
a quiet  and  lovable  disposition,  she  was  supremely 
fond  of  home  and  friends,  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  being  a consecrated 
and  efficient  worker  in  the  various  interests  of  same. 
Like  his  father  Mr.  Jones  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  not  without  some  fondness  for  public  life,  having- 
served  one  term  as  county  auditor  and  filled  the  of- 
fice of  town  treasurer  for  the  past  four  years.  He 
was  educated  at  Amherst  (Mass.)  High  School,  and 
at  Williston  Seminary,  East  Hampton,  Mass., 
graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in  1886.  After 
leaving  school  he  returned  to  Harford,  where  for  a 
time  he  was  employed  in  the  store  of  C.  H.  Johnston, 
and  in  January,  1890,  he  purchased  the  establish- 
ment, which  he  has  since  conducted  himself.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  For  the 
past  seven  years  he  has  been  secretary  of  the  Har- 
ford Agricultural  Society,  which  holds  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  annual  fairs  held  in  this  part  of  the 
State. 

The  late  Mrs.  Edward  E.  Jones  {nee  Sweet) 
was  the  second  and  youns'est  child  of  Horace  Sweet 
and  Sarah  M.  Ketcham.  Horace  Sweet  was  born  in 
Harford  township  March  24,  1834,  son  of  Stephen 
and  Polly  (Seymour)  Sweet.  His  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  respectively, 
and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna 
county.  Stephen  Sweet  was  a farmer,  and  at  vari- 
ous times  held  all  the  township  offices.  He  died 
February  7,  i860,  aged  fifty-three  years,  and  his  wife 
in  1878,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  Both  are  buried  in 
Harford  cemetery.  Horace  and  Sarah  M.  (Ketch- 
am) Sweet  were  married  at  Montrose  in  March, 
1867,  and  to  their  union  were  born  two  children — 
Charles  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  Hattie,  who  has  been  already  mentioned.  Sarah 
M.  (Ketcham)  Sweet,  mother  of  Mrs.  E.  E.  Tones, 
is  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Catherine  (LTtt)  Ketch- 
am, and  was  born  August  17,  1844.  Her  parents 
came  from  Northampton  county  to  Montrose  not 
long  after  their  marriage,  and  there  Mr.  Ketcham 
operated  the  first  foundry  ever  started  in  Montrose. 


He  died  in  1846,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  and 
his  widow  subsequently  married  Daniel  Stuart,  of 
Bridgewater,  a farmer,  who  died  at  Hop  Bottom, 
Penn.  She  died  in  1877  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of 
her  age,  and  is  buried  at  Montrose. 

Horace  Sweet  received  his  education  under  Rev. 
Lyman  Richardson,  at  Franklin  Academy,  and  pos- 
sessed what  so  many  of  these  students  did,  a fluency 
in  speech  and  readiness  in  debate.  He  began  teach- 
ing- school  in  Harford  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  was 
subsequently  engaged  in  Schuylkill,  Luzerne,  Colum- 
bia and  other  points,  following-  this  vocation  for 
eight  years.  On  reaching  his  twenty-fourth  year  he 
became  a farmer,  and  in  1891  he  retired  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  Harford  village.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  has  held  all  the  township  offices, 
having  been  for  many  years  auditor  and  assessor, 
and  for  nine  years  school  director,  has  always  been 
public-spirited,  and  interested  in  all  the  good  enter- 
prises of  his  town. 

MRS.  ZUBA  C.  BORCHERS,  one  of  the 
highly-esteemed  residents  of  Dyberry  township,  is 
a representative  of  an  honored  pioneer  family  of 
Wayne  county  whose  members  have  been  import- 
ant factors  in  its  growth  and  development:.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  Simeon  Kimble,  Sr.,  was  a 
native  of  Indian  Orchard,  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  as  was  also  her  father,  Simeon  Kimble,  Jr., 
who  was  born  in  1804.  The  latter  married  Miss 
Margaret  Bishop,  a native  of  Texas  township,  and 
a daughter  of  Hiram  and  Ann  (Walton)  Bishop, 
Mr.  Kimble  died  in  1882,  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  In  his  family  were  the  following 
children:  Maximilla,  now  the  wife  of  George  Will- 
iams, of  Kingston,  Penn.;  Alfred,  a resident  of 
Honesdale,  Wayne  county;  Ann,  wife  of  Chauncey 
Shoemaker,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; John,  who  died  in 
Honesdale,  November  5,  1890,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
two  years;  Zuba  C.,  our  subject;  George,  a contrac- 
tor and  builder,  of  Warren  county,  Penn. ; William, 
a resident  of  Kane,  McKean  Co.,  Penn.;  Charles,  a 
resident  of  Honesdale;  and  Frank,  a carpenter  of 
Kingston. 

Zuba  C.  Kimble  was  born  August  4,  184S,  at 
Indian  Orchard,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  removed 
to  Honesdale,  where  she  remained  until  her  mar- 
riage to  James  W.  Borchers,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed in  Dyberry,  by  Rev.  E.  O.  Ward.  Mr.  Bor- 
chers, who  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  was  born 
April  2,  1840,  in  New  York  City,  of  which  place  his 
parents,  Henry  and  Margaret  (Scofield)  Borchers, 
were  also  natives,  coming  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
when  their  son  James  was  ten  years  of  age.  The 
father  died  January  21,  1884,  aged  seventy-three 
years,  the  mother  December  14,  1883,  aged  sixty- 
seven.  Our  subject  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  decease  of  her  husband,  who  passed  away  July 
23,  1891.  He  was  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  Wayne  county,  and  had  many  warm 
friends  who  appreciated  his  sterling  worth. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borchers  were  born  four 
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children,  namely:  Asa  K.,  born  April  2 5,  1871,  is 
now  engaged  in  business  in  Sullivan  county,  Penn. ; 
Lena  At.,  born  June  10,  1873,  is  the  wife  of  War- 
ren Brown,  of  tanner’s  Falls,  Wayne  county;  and 
Ada  A.,  born  September  19,  1879,  and  Harry  L., 
born  April  6,  1883,  live  with  their  mother  in  Dy- 
berry  township.  Mrs.  Borchers  is  a lady  of  re- 
finement, who  presides  with  gracious  dignity  over 
her  home,  extending  a warm-hearted  hospitality  to 
her  many  friends. 

GEORGE  M.  B1DWELL,  a representative 
farmer  and  dairyman  of  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  belongs  to  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer 
families  of  the  county,  and  is  also  descended  from 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock. 

Mr.  Bidwell’s  grandfather,  Ephraim  Bidwell, 
who  valiantly  fought  for  the  independence  of  the 
Colonies,  came  to  Wayne  county  in  1800  and  lo- 
cated in  the  central  part  of  Salem  township,  but 
later  purchased  land  on  what  is  now  known  as  Bid- 
well  Hill,  on  which  place  his  death  occurred.  From 
the  virgin  forest  he  developed  a farm,  and  there 
built  his  cabin  home.  His  burial  place,  though  not 
exactly  located,  is  on  the  John  Watson  farm,  near 
Hamlinton,  Penn.  He  married  Dora  Andrews,  and 
to  them  were  born  the  following  children : Luther, 
who  made  his  home  in  Salem  township ; Jabez,  who 
died  in  Wayne  county,  where  he  made  his  home 
after  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; Orin,  an  extensive 
lumberman  of  Salem  township,  now  deceased ; and 
Ashbel,  our  subject’s  father. 

Ashbel  Bidwell,  the  only  one  of  the  family 
born  in  AVayne  county,  was  born  in  Salem  town- 
ship December  7,  1802,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood, with  no  opportunities  of  gaining  an  education, 
as  there  were  no  district  schools  in  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania at  that  time.  For  many  years  he  engaged  in 
farming  on  the  old  homestead,  but  in  1858  sold  the 
place  and  removed  to  Nebraska.  Subsequently  he 
returned  to  Wayne  county  and  bought  a farm  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Salem  township.  He  married 
Polly  Griffin,  a native  of  Connecticut  and  a daugh- 
ter of  William  M.  Griffin,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  named  children : Julia,  wife 
of  T.  W.  Conklin,  of  Nebraska;  John  W.,  of  Sa- 
lem township ; S.  L.,  deceased ; Orlando,  who  died 
in  infancy;  and  George  M. 

George  M.  Bidwell,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Salem  township,  August 
21,  1838,  and' was  reared  in  much  the  same  manner 
as  other  farmer  boys,  attending  school  in  winter 
and  assisting  in  the  farm  work  during  the  summer 
season.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  began 
farming  for  himself  on  a part  of  the  old  homestead, 
and  now.  owns  one  of  the  finest  and  best  improved 
farms  in  the  township.  He  is  engaged  in  dairying 
quite  extensively  and  keeps  on  hand  for  this  purpose 
eleven  head  of  cattle. 

(bn  November  3,  i860,  Mr.  Bidwell  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Ammerman,  who  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  April  18,  1841,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 


Sally  (La  Bar ) Ammerman,  of  Dutch  descent.  Sev- 
en children  bless  this  union : Marvin  Sylvester,  born 
October  1,  1861,  is  a farmer  of  Salem  township; 
Amy  M.,  born  August  4,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Walker,  of  the  same  township;  Dora  M.,  born  Janu- 
ary 26,  1868,  began  teaching  in  1888,  and  is  now 
employed  in  Lake  township,  Wayne  county;  Hel- 
en L.,  born  July  1,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  James  L. 
Noble,  of  Lake  Ariel,  Penn. ; Floyd  L.,  born  March 
18,  1876,  is  attending  business  college  at  Scran- 
ton, Penn. ; Lulu  B.,  born  August  20,  1878,  is  attend- 
ing school  at  Lake  Ariel ; and  George  E.,  born  De- 
cember 23,  1880,  is  at  home. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Bidwell  manifested  • 
his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  Battery  L,  Second 
Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  was  under  fire  at  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  from  that  time  until 
the  close  of  the  war  was  in  all  of  the  engagements 
in  which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  took  part.  While 
fighting  in  front  of  Petersburg  he  was  wounded, 
June  17,  1864,  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  and  later 
to  his  home.  On  his  recovery  he  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment and  served  in  Virginia  for  some  time  after  the 
war  closed,  being  finally  discharged  February  7,. 
1866.  He  has  always  been  a stanch  .Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily: 
filled  the  offices  of  tax  collector  (for  five  years),, 
member  of  the  election  board,  school  director  and 
supervisor  of  his  township.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
at  one  time  belonged  to  the  Grange.  In  religious- 
connection  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and  prominent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  is  serving  as  trustee  and  steward. 

WILLIAM  BUSH  WALLER,  who  since  1895 
has  made  his  home  in  Clyde,  N.  Y.,  is  well  and  fav- 
orably known  in  Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  resided  for  a number  of  years,  and  also  at  Hones- 
dale,  where  his  youth  and  early  manhood  were 
passed. 

Mr.  Bushwaller’s  parents,  William  and  Han- 
nah (Linkey)  Bushwaller,  were  both  born  in  Ger- 
many, but  came  to  America  in  early  life,  the  father 
when  fifteen  years  old  the  mother,  who  was  born  in 
1848,  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  They  met  and 
were  married  in  Sparrow  Bush,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
resided  until  1875,  in  which  year  they  removed  to 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  and  made  a permanent  home  j 
there.  Mr.  Bushwaller  was  employed  by  the  Erie  I 
Company  as  foreman  for  a number  of  years,  re- 
tiring  from  the  railroad  in  1886,  just  six  months  1 
before  his  death,  which  occurred  September  5,  1886,  I 
when  he  was  forty-six  years  old.  He  was  laid  to  I 
rest  at  Sparrow  Bush,  N.  Y.  In  religious  connection  1 
Mr.  Bushwaller  was-  a member  of  the  German  Lu-  I 
theran  Church.  Airs.  Bushwaller  now  makes  her  I 
home  in  Honesdale.  They  were  the  parents  of  sev-  I 
en  children,  of  whom  William,  the  eldest,  is  the  1 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Wilhelmina  lives  with  her  1 
mother.  Hacket  married  Miss  Hattie  Bishop,  and  V 
has  two  children,  Harold  and  Ruth ; he  is  a glass-  j| 
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cutter  and  lives  at  Philadelphia.  Florence  lives  with 
her  mother.  Charles  is  employed  in  the  shoe  fac- 
tory at  Honesdale ; he  lives  with  his  mother.-  Em- 
ma and  Hannah  are  also  at  home. 

William  Bushwaller  was  born  June  12,  1867, 
at  Sparrow  Bush,  N.  Y.,  and  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive place  and  in  Honesdale,  living  with  his  parents 
up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  came  to 
Hawley  to  work  in  the  factory  of  the  Hawley  Glass 
Co.  Here  he  served  three  years  as  gatherer  and 
five  years  more  as  apprentice  to  the  trade,  after 
which  he  went  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  with  the  intention  of 
following  the  business  there.  As  the  work  there 
was  not  to  his  liking,  however,  he  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  for  six  months  worked  in  Honesdale 
at  glass  blowing,  subsequently  working  two  years 
at  Newark,  Ohio,  one  year  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  and 
one  year  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  at  the  trade.  In  1895 
he  located  at  Clyde,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained, employed  at  his  trade.  Mr.  Bushwaller  is 
a member  of  the  G.  G.  B.  B.  A.  (the  glass  blow- 
ers association)  of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
and  fraternally  he  unites  with  the  Heptasophs,  hold- 
ing membership  in  Conclave  No.  117,  at  Scranton. 

On  December  24,  1891,  Mr.  Bushwaller  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Hawley,  by  Rev.  Father 
James  Shandlev,  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Kearney,  who 
was  born  at  Hawley  February  1,  1867,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  F.  Kearney,  a prominent  citizen 
of  that  place.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children:  William,  born  September  27,  1892, 
and  Christina,  born  April  7,  1894.  Our  subject  in 
political  preference  is  a loyal  Republican. 

C FI  ARLES  A.  MASTERS.  After  a varied 
but  successful  career  the  subject  of  this  sketch  finds 
rest  and  contentment  in  looking  after  his  general 
merchandise  business  at  Gravity,  Wayne  county, 
He  was  born  at  Dundaff,  Suscjuehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
September  22,  1835,  a son  of  Steven  and  Cornelia 
(Snyder)  Masters,  both  natives  of  New  York 
State,  where  they  were  married. 

About  1830  Steven  Masters  migrated  westward, 
and  settled  in  Susquehanna  county,  where,  as -a  la- 
borer, he  made  a home  for  his  family.  In  politics 
he  was  a determined  Democrat,  and  during  the  war 
of  1812  served  his  country  as  a private  for  six 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  re-enlisted  in 
the  regular  army  and  served  five  years.  Fie  died 
December  iS,  1865,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  two  months,  and  sixteen  days,  and  his 
good  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy,  and 
was  buried  in  Jefferson  township,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children : Henry,  who  was  a farmer  and  lumber- 
man in  Salem  township,  married  Mary  Borum,  and 
died  August  10,  1897;  Charles  A.  is  our  subject; 
Joseph  Bloomfield,  a liveryman  at  Elmhurst,  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn.,  has  been  twice  married,  first  to 
Sarah  Forest,  and  second  to  Lydia  Compton ; Maria 
is  the  widow  of  Joseph  Lafrance,  a farmer  of  Lacka- 
wanna county  ; James  O.,  who  married  Sarah  Hinds, 


is  superintendent  of  breakers  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Co.  Both  the  father  and  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily were  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Mas- 
ters had  children  as  follows : Oren,  deceased  ; Elias, 
a farmer  of  Connecticut ; Steven,  a watchman  at 
Carbondale,  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co. ; Ly- 
dia Ann,  now  Mrs.  Stiles,  of  Carbondale,  Penn. 
Airs.  Masters  first  married  a Air.  Madison,  and  by 
this  marriage  had  children  as  follows : George,  last 
heard  of  in  the  army;  Alary,  who  married  Martin 
Houghtaling,  both  are  now  deceased ; Matilda,  who 
married  Elisha  D.  Wightman,  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. Our  subject’s  grandfathers  both  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  his  paternal  grandfather  be- 
ing a native  of  France,  his  maternal  grandfather  of 
Germany. 

Charles  A.  Alasters  lived  for  a time  at  Hollis- 
terville,  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  and  then 
for  a year  worked  on  a farm  for  Elder  Ferguson, 
while  the  latter  was  engaged  in  preaching.  Return- 
ing home  for  a few  months,  he  found  employment 
on  the  farm  of  Amasa  Jones,  near  the  present  site 
of  Gravity,  where  for  a year  and  a half  he  toiled 
at  regular  farm  work.  After  a rest  of  a few  weeks 
he  went  to  New  York  State,  where  he  worked  with 
a brother-in-law  on  a schooner  on  the  Hudson  river, 
being  thus  occupied  one  year,  and  the  next  thirteen 
years  he  worked  on  the  old  Gravity  railroad,  run- 
ning cars.  In  1 864  he  enlisted  at  Scranton,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  construction  corps,  Company  B,  First 
Division,  going  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  whence  the  corps 
was  sent  to  Chattanooga  and  other  places,  finally 
being  assigned  to  the  army  under  Gen.  Sherman, 
where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  When 
peace  had  ben  declared  he  returned  to  Wayne  county, 
and  locating  in  Lake  township  purchased  a sawmill 
and  farm  which  he  operated  for  five  years.  He  then 
came  to  Gravity  and  purchased  the  “Hotel  Fair- 
view,”  which  he  conducted  with  no  little  success  for 
five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  built  his 
present  place  and  rented  it.  A few  years  later  he 
purchased  the  stock  of  Midland  & Kipp,  renting 
to  George  Patterson,  to  whom  he  sold  the  stock. 
Besides  his  store  Air.  Alasters  owns  a hotel,  which 
he  rents,  two  fine  farms,  and  several  pieces  of  city 
property.  He  has  dealt  heavily  in  real  estate,  and  at 
present  is  agent  of  the  Wayne  County  Farmers’ 
Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  for  twenty-six  years  was 
agent  for  the  Afonroe  County  Alutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Co.  He  is  also  a stockholder,  president  and 
chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Gravity 
Creamery  Association  (of  which  Mrs.  Alasters  is 
the  secretary),  and  he  is  vice  president  and  appraiser 
of  a Building  and  Loan  Co.,  called  the  Pennsylvania 
Germania  of  Philadelphia,  with  a branch  at  Ariel. 

On  July  26,  1856,  Air.  Alasters  married  Afiss 
Phcebe  Lafrance,  a daughter  of  John  Lafrance,  a 
farmer  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.  She  died  October 
11,  1875,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years,  and  was 
buried  at  Salem.  To  this  union  came  the  following 
children : Joseph  E.,  of  Scranton,  a conductor  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  mar- 
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ried  Belle  Chapman;  Frank  died  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years ; Arthur  H.,  conductor  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  married  Abby  Swingle ; Ida  B.  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one;  Fannie  J.  is  the  widow  of  Will- 
iam Medland,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Allen  B.  is 
a brakeman  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & West- 
ern railroad  at  Birfghamton,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Masters 
was  married  August  6,  1882,  to  Mrs.  Melissa  D. 
(Enslin)  Buckland,  a native  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship. .Politically  our  subject  is  a strong  Republican, 
and  has  aceptably  served  his  fellow  townsmen  as 
assessor.  He  is  well  informed  on  all  the  political 
questions  of  the  day  and  his  advice  has  great  weight 
with  the  party  leaders  ; for  one  year  he  served  on  the 
county  committee.  In  his  fraternal  relations  he  is 
a member  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  and  is  P.  H.  C.  at 
large.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  in  their  bountiful  char- 
ity have  aided  many  an  unfortunate  brother  or  sis- 
ter. Mrs.  Masters  is  a P.  H.  C.  at  large,  also  an 
ardent  worker  in  the  cause  of  Prohibition  and  wo- 
man's suffrage,  and  has  done  much  to  aid  these 
causes.  She  believes  that  with  the  suppression  of 
the  sale  of  intoxicants  and  the  ballot  in  the  hands 
of  women  the  home  influence  will  be  stronger,  and 
the  grand  motto  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  “For  God  and 
Home  and  Native  Land,”  a practical  reality  to 
every  living  'creature. 

Mrs.  Melissa  D.  (Enslin)  Masters  was  born 
in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1842,  a daughter  of  Simon  and  Lydia 
(Shaffer)  Enslin,  natives  of  Wayne  county,  where 
the  father  carried  on  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1891,  when  he  was  aged  seventy  years. 
The  mother  died  in  1880,  aged  sixty  years,  and  the 
remains  of  both  are  buried  in  the  East  cemetery, 
Canaan  township.  Their  children  were : Elmer, 

a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township ; Levert,  who 
died  young ; G.  Porter,  who  was  killed  in  the  army ; 
Melissa  D.  (Mrs.  Masters)  ; Kate,  who  married 
A.  J.  Robinson,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan ; Simon 
L.,  a farmer,  residing  in  South  Canaan;  Leah  L., 
wife  of  Charles  E.  Webster,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
millinery  business  in  South  Canaan;  Orpha  C.,  wife 
of  Steven  Sutliff,  a farmer  near  Shickshinn_v,Penn. ; 
John,  a farmer;  and  Frank,  of  Carbondale,  Penn. 
Simon  Enslin,  the  father,  was  a son  of  George  and 
Kate  (Swingle)  Enslin.  Mrs.  Lydia  (Shaffer) 
Enslin  was  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel 
(Wagner)  Shaffer. 

Melissa  D.  Enslin  was  first  married  in  1865, 
when  she  became  Mrs.  Dan  C.  Buckland,  and  by  this 
union  she  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Daisy, 
who  married  E.  G.  Jacques,  a dealer  in  bonds  for  the 
firm  of  Ivleybolte  & Co.,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Buck- 
land  died  Mav  2,  1873,  and  was  buried  in  the  Keens 
burying  ground,  Wayne  county. 

WARD  DEUEL,  the  efficient  and  popular 
sheriff  of  Susquehanna  county,  is  a man  whose 
ability  and  personal  worth  are  widely  recognized, 


and  few  men  enjoy  to  such  a degree  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  their  fellow  citizens.  His  stand- 
ing in  commercial  circles  is  of  the  best,  as  he  is  one 
of  the  most  widely  and  favorably  known  business 
men  of  Susquehanna  county,  while  his  ability  and 
public  spirit  have  brought  him  into  prominence  as 
one  of  the  trusted  leaders  of  the  Republican  organi- 
zation. 

Mr.  Deuel  comes  of  excellent  ancestry,  and  on 
the  paternal  side  is  of  German  descent,  while  his 
mother’s  family  was  of  New  England  stock.  Na- 
thaniel Deuel,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Germany, 
and  on  coming  to  America  located  at  Owego,  Tioga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  lumbering.  He 
married  a Miss  Catlin,  of  Tioga  ccunty,  N.  Y.,  and 
their  children  were  Charles,  Nathaniel  and  Henry. 
Nathaniel  Deuel  died  at  Owego  in  1826,  at  the 
comparatively  early  age  of  forty  years,  and  the 
widow  married  again,  her  second  husband  being  a 
Mr.  White,  by  whom  she  had  several  children.  She 
lived  to  quite  a good  old  age. 

Nathaniel  Deuel,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1813  at  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  during  his 
youth  learned  all  the  details  of  the  lumber  business 
About  1840  he  came  to  this  section,  locating  at 
Little  Meadows,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
followed  lumbering  for  many  years.  He  was  noted 
for  his  excellent  ability  and  sound  business 
judgment,  and  for  his  unswerving  integrity, 
his  character  winning  universal  respect.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Republican,  but  did  not  aspire 
to  office,  his  business  interests  occupying  all  his 
time.  He  died  in  1889,  and  his  wife,  Louise  (Bart- 
on), who  was  born  in  1819  at  Little  Meadows,  died 
in  1887.  She  was  a daughter  of  William  and 
Almyra  (Fuller!  Barton,  natives  of  Connecticut  who 
came  to  Susquehanna  at  an  early  day  to  make  their 
permanent  home ; her  father  lived  to  the  age  of 
seventy,  and  her  mother  was  eighty  years  old  at  the 
time  of  her  death. 

Ward  Deuel  was  born  May  6,  1857,  at  the  old 
homestead  at  Little  .Meadows,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, the  only  child  of  Nathaniel  and  Louise  (Barton) 
Deuel.  His  childhood  was  passed  amid  the  pictur- 
esque hills  of  the  region  of  his  birth.  He  attended 
the  neighborhood  schools  until  fourteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  began  wrestling  with  the  practical 
side  of  life,  and  was  soon  in  the  midst  of  the  busy 
scenes  around  the  lumber  districts  in  which  his  fa- 
ther was  interested.  As  the  years  passed  he  gradu- 
ally drifted  into  the  business  of  lumbering,  which  in 
main  has  been  the  occupation  of  his  life.  He  is  a 
capable  business  man,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  success 
with  which  he  has  met,  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
for  years  has  been  an  active  and  influential  worker 
in  the  party  in  Susquehanna.  He  has  held  several 
local  offices,  and  in  the  summer  of  1896  he  was  made 
the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party  for  the  office 
of  sheriff,  being  elected  in  November  following  by  a 
handsome  majority.  During  the  canvass  prior  to  the 
election  one  of  the  county  papers  thus  referred  to 
his  candidacy : 
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“Ward  Deuel  is  proving  an  exceedingly  popu- 
lar candidate,  and  he  will  poll  a very  large  vote, 
lde  is  an  earnest  Republican,  an  active  party  worker, 
and  is  well  deserving  of  the  united  suoport  of  his 
party,  which  he  will  receive.  Mr.  Deuel  is  an  en- 
terprising and  successful  business  man,  and  he  will 
enter  the  sheriff’s  office  superbly  equipped  for  the 
proper  administration  of  affairs  pertaining  to  the 
position.”  Mr.  Deuel  is  now  nearing  the  close  of 
the  term  of  office  for  which  he  was  elected.  He  has 
performed  the  duties  of  the  position  most  efficiently 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  is  obliging  and  ac- 
commodating, and  has  made  one  of  the  best  sheriffs 
the  county  has  ever  had.  Like  most  large  men  he  is 
of  jovial  disposition,  genial  and  whole-souled. 

In  1880  Mr.  Deuel  was  married  to  Miss  Jane 
Stevens,  daughter  of  William  Stevens,  a farmer  of 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and  to  this  marriage  have 
been  born  children  as  follows : Lena  and  Arthur. 
Mrs.  Deuel  is  a most  estimable  lady ; she  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  William  Stevens,  her 
father,  was  born  in  1815  in  Rhode  Island.  He  mar- 
ried Sabra  Whittaker,  who  was  born  in  Warren, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  and  died  there  in  1864. 

JOSHUA  PINE.  In  time  to  come  this  vol- 
ume will  acquire  added  value  as  a repository  of 
records  whose  historical  significance  will  then  be 
fully  appreciated,  but  readers  will  doubtless  peruse 
with  special  interest  the  stories  of  gallant  service  in 
that  great  struggle  which  settled  once  for  all  that 
this  nation  is,  in  truth,  “one  and  indivisible.”  One 
of  the  most  interesting  of  these  war  records  is  that 
of  Mr.  Pine,  who  was  the  first  volunteer  to  enlist 
from  Wayne  county. 

Air.  Pine  was  born  at  Walton,  Delaware  Co., 
N.  Y.,  October  23,  1840,  when  four  years  old  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Hancock,  that  State,  and  in 
1853  came  to  Equinunk,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  His  paternal  ancestor  in 
America,  James  Pine,  was  one  of  the  patentees  of 
Hempstead,  Long  Island,  under  the  Duke  of  York, 
in  1645;  John  Pine  was  captain  of  guides  in  charge 
of  the  secret  service  in  the  Federal  army  during 
the  British  occupancy  of  New  York.  Luke  Rem- 
sen,  our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  was  a cap- 
tin  under  Knox  during  the  Revolution. 

After  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter  President  Lin- 
coln called  for  75,000  volunteers  for  three  months 
to  put  down  the  Rebellion.  Joshua  Pine  bade  his 
parents_  and  sister  farewell  and  started  down  the 
Delaware  on  a raft  of  lumber,  having  determined 
to  enlist  in  the  Lhfited  States  navy.  Arriving  in 
New  York,  April  17,  1861,  he  offered  his  services 
the  next  day  as  a common  seaman,  but  having  no 
previous  training  he  was  not  accepted.  The  next 
day,  while  trying  to  find  a cavalry  company,  he  saw 
an  old  banner,  presented  by  the  ladies  of  New  York 
to  a regiment  after  its  return  from  the  Mexican 
war,  which  read,  “Second  Scott  Life  Guard.  Able- 
bodied  men  wanted  for  this  efficient  corps,  officered 
by  men  who  have  seen  service  in  Mexico,  Gen.  J.  H. 


H.  Ward  and  others  in  charge;  Lieut.  C.  J.  Mur- 
phy, quartermaster  and  acting  adjutant.”  After  some 
explanation  he  signed  the  roll,  but  was  not  exam- 
ined and  made  a full-fledged  soldier  until  April 
22,  1861,  becoming  a member  of  the  38th  N.  Y.  V. 

I.  The  regiment  went  info  camp  May  14,  at  East 
New  York,  and  on  June  19,  was  ordered  to  Wash- 
ington by  Gen.  Dix,  on  the  4th  of  July  was  reviewed 
by  Gen.  Scott  and  President  Lincoln,  and  on  the  5th 
proceeded  to  Alexandria,  where  they  were  brigaded 
with  the  nth  New  York  Zouaves  and  the  First 
Michigan  Regiment,  Col.  O.  B.  Wilcox,  acting- 
brigadier  and  commander.  On  July  17,  they  cap- 
tured Fairfax  Station,  and  later  they  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  capturing  the  only  flag- 
taken  in  the  Bull  Run  campaign.  With  five  others 
Mr.  Pine  was  captured,  August  27,  1861,  near  Bail- 
ey’s Cross  Roads,  but  be  ran  away  and  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  Union  lines,  with  one  bullet 
hole  in  his  blouse.  On  March  17,  1862,  the  regi- 
ment was  transported  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  was 
engaged  with  Magruder  at  Yorktown,  May  4,  being 
the  first  to  place  the  stars  and  stripes  on  the  evacu- 
ated works  of  Fort  Magruder.  Later  the  38th  N. 
Y.  V.  I.  made  a successful  charge  at  Williamsburg, 
where  Mr.  Pine  received  one  of  the  most  remarka- 
ble wounds  of  the  war  while  trying  to  carry  a wound- 
ed comrade  to  a place  of  safety.  The  ball  entered 
just  under  the  right  ear  and  came  out  one  inch  to 
the  left  of  the  seam  of  the  neck,  cutting  away  the 
whole  of  the  third  cervical  vertebra  and  a part  of 
the  second,  causing  total  paralysis  at  the  time.  A 
friend,  seeing  him  fall,  ran  back  and  straightened 
him  out,  which  undoubtedly  enabled  him  to  recover 
consciousness,  as  his  head  had  been  doubled  under 
him.  When  consciousness  returned  the  Rebels  were 
retreating,  and  a Rebel  officer  kindly  stopped  and 
gave  him  a drink  from  his  canteen,  then  laying  him 
back  in  a more  comfortable  position.  A Rebel  sol- 
dier also  halted  long  enough  to  pick  up  his  gun  and 
inquire  in  Irish  brogue,  "To  what  regiment  does  yees 
belong.”  On  being  answered,  he  exclaimed,  “Ar- 
rah ! the  bloody  38th  New  York.”  For  some  time 
the  battle  raged  while  he  lay  between  the  two  fires, 
but  knowing  that  his  only  chance  of  escape  was  to 
get  nearer  the  Union  lines  he  at  length  decided  to 
crawl,  and  with  his  head  resting  on  his  left  hand, 
his  elbows  on  the  ground,  he  started.  At  length  he 
drew  near  enough  to  see  the  right  flank  of  a regi- 
ment, and  by  shouting,  finally  attracted  the  attention 
of  some  of  the  men,  five  or  six  of  whom  ran  to  his 
assistance.  Having  pursuaded  them  that  only  two 
were  necessary,  the  others  returned,  and  he  was. 
taken  to  the  field  hospital  of  his  regiment  and 
there  examined  by  Dr.  Gesner,  who  then  left  him 
and  did  not  return.  Two  of  the  regiment,  who  had 
been  detailed  to  assist  the  doctor,  then  procured  a 
stretcher  and  carried  him  to  a farm  house  three 
miles  distant,  which  had  been  converted  into  a hos- 
pital, but  as  it  was  full  they  were  ordered  to  leave 
him  outside.  Several  unpleasant  hours  elapsed  be- 
fore he  was  discovered  by  some  men,  and  when 
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again  carried  into  the  hospital  the  doctor  remarked, 
"Ah,  1 had  forgotten  about  him.”  He  was  finally 
discharged,  and  returned  home  September  13,  1862. 

For  twenty-seven  years  Mr.  Fine  was  a suc- 
cessful steersman  on  the  Delaware  river,  having  on 
one  occasion  run  a large  five-handed  raft  from  a 
point  above  Belvidere  bridge  to  Trenton,  sixty-sev- 
en miles,  without  using  the  forward  oars.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  suffering  from  paralysis  caused  by  his 
wound,  which  incapacitates  him  for  any  work.  He 
was  married,  April  16,  1864,  to  Miss  Anna  A. 
Sherwood,  daughter  of  Nathan  Sherwood,  and  step- 
daughter of  Thomas  Tyner.  Since  1872  he  has 
been  a faithful  member  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  his  life  has  been  in  harmony  with 
its  teachings.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat  until 
1876,  when  he  joined  the  Prohibition  party,  and  has 
since  been  one  of  its  most  active  and  prominent 
workers,  being'  chairman  of  the  organization  in 
Wayne  county.  A man  of  strong  individuality  and 
indubitable  probity,  whose  influence  is  always  found 
on  the  side  of  right,  this  honored  veteran  of  our 
Civil  war  assuredly  demands  representation  in  this 
volume. 

J.  H.  BECKER.  To  the  student  of  human 
nature  there  is  nothing  of  greater  interest  than  to 
examine  into  the  life  of  a self-made  man  and  analyze 
the  principles  he  has  followed,  the  methods  he  has 
pursued ; to  know  what  means  he  has  employed  for 
advancement  and  to  study  the  plans  which  have 
given  him  prominence,  enabling  him  to  pass  on  the 
highway  of  life  many  who  had  a more  advanta- 
geous start.  In  the  history  of  Mr.  Becker,  of 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  there  is  deep  food 
for  thought,  and  if  one  so  desires  he  may  profit  bv 
the  obvious  lessons  therein  contained. 

Mr.  Becker’s  parents,  Henry  and  Catharine 
(Shaffer)  Becker,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Scho- 
harie county,  N.  Y.  Their  children  were  Maria, 
who  married  Freegift  Martin,  of  North  Blenheim, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years ; Ann, 
who  resided  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  died  in  1891  ; 
David,  who  died  in  Delhi,  N.  Y.,  January  4,  1894; 
Frederick,  a resident  of  Rondout,  N.  Y. ; Rebecca, 
deceased  wife  of  Charles  J.  E.  Martin,  of  Granville, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; J.  H.,  of  this  sketch ; Lana, 
widow  of  William  Shaw,  of  Delhi,  N.  Y. ; Julia, 
wife  of  B.  R.  Johnson,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and 
Eugenie,  wife  of  Benjamin  Miles,  who  died  at 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  January  9,  1900. 

J.  H.  Becker  was  born  in  North  Blenheim, 
Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  January  21,  1828,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  vears  went  to  Andes,  Delaware  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  fol- 
lowing same  for  six  years.  In  1850  he  came  to 
Ledgedale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  was  made  over- 
seer for  a tannery  company,  where  he  was  employed 
until  1894,  having  the  entire  confidence  and  respect 
of  the  company,  whose  interests  he  most  faithfully 
served.  He  then  purchased  the  property,  consist- 
ing of  638  9-10  acres  of  land,  a gristmill,  store 


building,  dwelling  houses,  etc.,  the  tannery  building 
having  burned  a short  time  before  he  bought  the 
place.  He  is  now  successfully  carrying  on  opera- 
tions here,  and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
enterprising,  progressive  and  reliable  business  men 
of  Wayne  county.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  as  a citizen  he  ever  stands  ready  to  dis- 
charge every  duty  devolving  upon  him.  Few  men 
are  better  known  throughout  the  community,  or 
are  more  honored  for  their  sterling  worth. 

In  Paupac,  Pixe  Co.,  Penn.,  September  28, 
1852,  Mr.  Becker  was  married,  by  Rev.  Cooper,  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  Miss  Esther  A. 
Davis,  who  was  born  April  19,  1835.  Her  father, 
Philip  Davis,  was  a native  of  Stockport,  N.  Y.,  a 
son  of  Gabriel  and  Mary  (Acres)  Davis,  and  when 
a young  man  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.  He 
married  Delilah  Sutton,  also  a native  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  Sutton,  and  the 
children  born  of  this  union  were  as  follows : Eliza- 
beth, widow  of  Ephraim  Bidwell,  and  a resident  of 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county ; Gabriel,  who  died 
in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion ; Matilda,  deceased  wife 
of  Benjamin  Beech,  of  Salem  township;  Esther  A., 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Ruth,  wife  of  S.  Sheridan, 
of  Paupac,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  Alice,  wife  of 
John  Pellet,  of  Gainesville,  Florida. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Becker  has  been  born  a fam- 
ily of  eight  children : Julia,  born  July  24,  1853, 

died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; Alice,  born  August 
20,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Roseberry,  of  South 
Dakota;  Catherine,  born  September  29,  1858,  is 
the  wife  of  G.  F.  Rollison,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Delilah,  born  May  1,  i860,  is  tlie  wife  of  A.  L. 
Finley,  of  Arlington,  Penn. ; Grace,  born  April  2, 
1863,  is  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Cooke,  of  McKean  coun- 
ty, Penn. ; Henry,  born  May  1,  1865,  is  employed  by 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co.,  at  Carbondale,  Penn. ; 
Arthur,  born  September  10,  1868,  is  at  home  with 
his  father;  and  Mary  E.,  born  December  14,  1873, 
is  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Fields,  of  Olean,  New  York. 

BENJAMIN  S.  VAN  INWEGEN  (deceased) 
was  a prominent  and  well-to-do  farmer  of  Westfall 
township,  Pike  county,  where  he  died  in  September, 
1888,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  September 
24,  1843,  a son  of  Solomon  and  Charity  (Van 
Inwegen)  Van  Inwegen,  in  whose  family  were  only 
two  children,  the  other  being  John  M.,  who  mar- 
ried Lizzie  Damon  and  removed  to  Boston,  Mass., 
since  which  time  nothing  has  been  heard  from  him. 

Hermannus  Van  Inwegen,  the  maternal  great- 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  America.  His  name  was  given  in  con- 
nection with  his  marriage  in  the  old  Dutch  records 
of  Kingston  Church  (Kingston,  N.  Y.)  as  Hero- 
mandus  Barentsen.  He  was  born  in  Nvmwegen, 
Province  of  Gelderland,  Holland,  and  was  married 
at  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  January  19,  1701,  to  Tannetje 
Cobes.  The  surname  Barentsen  indicates  that  the 
father  of  Hermannus  or  Heromandus  was  Barent,the 
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Van  Nymwegen  being  added  to  denote  the  place  of 
his  nativity.  In  course  of  time  his  descendants 
dropped  the  “N,”  and  for  over  a century  the  name 
has  been  spelled  Van  Inwegen.  His  only  son,  Ger- 
ardus, born  in  the  present  town  of  Deerpark, 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  married,  in  1731,  Jannetje  De- 
witt. Their  children  were  Hermanns,  Jacob,  Cor- 
nelius, Jacob  (2),  Janneke,  Grietje  and  Tjaade, 
His  youngest  son,  Benjamin  Van  Inwegen,  was 
married,  October  21,  1810,  to  Miss  Charity  Cole, 
and  after  her  death  wedded  Phoebe  Van  Auken. 
Bv  the  first  marriage  he  had  three  sons : Lewis, 

who  married  Priscilla  Van  Etten ; George,  who 
married  Julia  Seward;  and  Eli,  who  married  Maria 
Bull.  The  children  of  the  second  union  were 
Charity,  mother  of  our  subject;  Joseph;  Samuel 
Y. ; Solonlon  V. ; Anna  M.,  a resident  of  Mata- 
moras,  Pike  county ; Hannah,  wife  of  W.  W.  Cort- 
right,  of  the  same  place;  Andrew  J. ; and  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Luke  S.  Rosencrance,  of  Port 
Jervis. 

John  and  Elizabeth  (Van  Fleet)  Van  Inwegen, 
our  subject's  paternal  grandparents,  were  both  of 
Holland  descent  and  died  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y. 
They  had  a family  of  six  children,  namely ; Maria, 
Sallv,  Senetha,  Jacobus,  Martin,  and  Solomon,  the 
father  of  our  suoject. 

Benjamin  S.  Van  Inwegen  early  became  fa- 
miliar with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
agriculturist,  and  throughout  life  engaged  in  farm- 
ing with  good  success.  In  1856  he  removed  to  the 
present  home  of  the  family  in  Westfall  township, 
Pike  county,  comprising  160  acres  of  valuable  land, 
100  acres  of  which  is  timberland.  Mr.  Van  Inwe- 
gen was  an  enterprising  and  progressive  man, 
thoroughly  up-to-date  in  every  respect,  and  was 
a liberal  supporter  of  all  measures  which  he  be- 
lieved calculated  to'  promote  the  moral,  educational 
or  material  welfare  of  his  township  or  county.  He 
was  a well-informed  man,  of  literary  tastes,  and 
was  president  of  the  school  board  at  the  time  of 
the  erection  of  the  school  house  at  Matamoras. 
He  also  filled  the  offices  of  assessor  and  collector 
of  his  township,  and  his  public  and  private  life  were 
alike  above  reproach.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  always  kept  well  posted  on  the  leading 
questions  and  issues'  of  the  dav. 

In  O ranee  county,  N.  Y.,  one  mile  from  Port 
Jervis,  Mr.  Van  Inwegen  was  married,  in  March, 
1868,  to  Miss  Cynthia  Westfall,  and  to  them  were 
born  five  children.  Louis  S.,  a prominent  and  en- 
ergetic young  man,  now  operates  the  old  home 
farm.  The  others  are  all  deceased : John  at  the  age 
of  one  year ; Mae  at  the  age  of  twenty-one ; Simon 
at  the  age  of  eight  months;  and  Benjamin  R.  when 
young. 

Mrs.  Van  Inwegen  is  a native  of  Orange  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  her  parents,  Simon  and  Margaret 
(Van  Etten)  Westfall,  spent  their  entire  lives  as 
farming  people.  The  father,  who  was  a man  of 
prominence  and  held  several  minor  offices,  died  in 
1881,  aged  seventy-two  years,  his  wife  in  1887, 


aged  seventy-eight,  and  both  were  buried  in  Laurel 
Grove  cemetery,  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Benjamin,  deceased,  married 

Sarah  Schwartz;  Catherine  died  unmarried;  John 
V.  married  Poceia  Ellis,  and  is  a farmer  of  Barton, 
N.  Y. ; Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Westbrook,  a 
farmer  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J. ; Cynthia  is  now 
Mrs.  Van  Inwegen;  Levi  is  single,  and  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Orange  county ; Josephine  is 
the  wife  of  W.  H.  Nearpass,  editor  of  the  Gazette 
Publishing  Company,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; and 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  J.  S:  Murray,  telegraph 
operator  at  Port  Jervis.  Mrs.  Van  Inwegen’s 
paternal  grandparents  were  Benjamin  and  Cynthia 
(Gaman)  Westfall. 

JOHN  McFARLAND,  a retired  contractor, 
who  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  carpen- 
ters and  builders  of  this  section  of  the  State,  now 
makes  his  home  in  Jefferson  township,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  about  300  feet  from  the  Wayne  county 
line.  He  is  a native  of  the  latter  county,  born  July 
15.  1828,  at  Hawley,  which  at  that  time  was  called 
Paupac  Eddy,  the  only  child  of  Daniel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Atkinson)  McFarland,  the  former  a native  of 
Maine,  the  latter  of  Hawley,  Penn.  His  mother 
died  August  30,  1828,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty 
years.  The  father,  who  was  a lumberman  by  occu- 
pation, came  to  Wayne  county  about  1826,  and 
located  at  the  present  site  of  Hawley,  where  he 
operated  a sawmill.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Catherine  Ammerman,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children ; Theressa,  who  died 
unmarried ; Milton,  who  was  married  three  times, 
and  resides  in  Scranton.  Penn. ; Maria,  who  is  also 
a resident  of  Scranton:  and  Frank,  foreman  in  the 
car  shops  at  that  place.  The  father  died  in  1872, 
aged  sixty-six  years.  His  father,  Thomas  McFar- 
land, a native  of  Scotland,  came  to  America  at  an 
early  day,  and  died  in  Maine. 

As  his  mother  died  during  his  infancy,  John 
McFarland  was  reared  by  his  maternal  grandfather, 
Joseph  Atkinson,  at  Hawley,  and  with  him  re- 
mained until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty 
vears,  during  which  time  he  attended  school  and  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  and  rafting  on  the  river.  The 
following  six  years  were  devoted  to  lumbering  at 
Promised  Land,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  he  then  locat- 
ed in  the  Paupac  settlement  of  the  same  county, 
where  for  three  years  he  operated  a sawmill  which 
he  rented  from  a Mr.  Kimble.  He  worked  for  his 
father-in-law  in  Salem  township.  Wayne  county, 
for  two  years,  and  spent  fourteen  years  at  No.  17, 
on  the  old  Gravity  railroad.  For  two  years  he  en- 
gaged in  carpentering  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.  at  Dunmore,  Penn.,  was  similarly  employed  at 
No.  12  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  in  1878 
removed  to  his  present  elegant  home.  To  contract- 
ing and  building  he  continued  to  devote  his  ener- 
gies until  he  laid  aside  business  cares.  He  is  one 
of  the  honored  and  highlv-respected  citizens  of  the 
community,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  a 
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number  of  local  offices.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
was  drafted,  hut  sent  a substitute.  Politically  he 
is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  socially  he  has  been  a 
Master  Mason  since  1861,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  in  Honesdale. 

At  Salem  Corners,  July  4,  1850,  Mr.  McFar- 
land was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Will- 
iams, who  was  born  August  31,  1831,  and  died 
February  10,  1857.  Four  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  Daniel  W.,  born  April  24,  1851,  died 

November  5,  1852;  Elizabeth,  born  May  15,  1852, 
died  February  21,  1853;  Alice,  born  January  7, 
1854,  is  now  the  wife  of  E.  G.  Stevens,  a merchant 
of  Scranton,  Penn.;  and  Fanny,  born  September 
25,  1855,  died  January  11,  1856. 

Mr.  McFarland  was  again  married,  November 
3,  1858,  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Miss  Sarahett  Mitchell,  who 
was  born  on  the  old  Mitchell  homestead  in  that 
township  November  10,  1834.  The  following  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union : Daniel  D.,  born  May  2, 

i860,  married  Elsie  Barry,  and  is  engaged  in  car- 
pentering in  Scranton,  Penn;  Fred,  born  March  15, 
1862,  died  February  16,  1865;  May,  born  Novem- 
ber 1,  1864,  died  November  23,  1882;  Freddie,  born 
October  7,  1867,  died  December  3,  1868;  Harry, 
born  March  10,  1869,  died  April  29,  1870;  John 
F.,  born  July  6,  1872,  married  Miss  Ella  Philips, 
of  Hawley,  and  is  a resident  of  Lake  township, 
Wayne  countv;  and  Coe,  born  October  5,  1874, 
married  Miss  Jessie  Mitchell,  of  -Kingman,  Kans., 
and  now  resides  with  his  parents. 

John  P.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  McFarland’s  father, 
was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  July  2,  1809, 
a son  of  Michael  and  Lucy  (Munson)  Mitchell, 
natives  of  Connecticut  who  came  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  in  1814,  and  located  in  Salem  township.  His 
grandfather,  Michael  Mitchell,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
England,  and  on  bis  emigration  to  America  located 
in  Connecticut.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British,  and  starved  to 
death  in  a barn.  Michael  Mitchell,  Jr.,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  lumberman,  died  January  26,  1855,  aged 
eighty  years,  his  wife  February  3,  1867,  aged  ninety- 
one  years  and  seven  months. 

John  P.  Mitchell  also  followed  the  occupations 
of  farming  and  lumbering  quite  extensively,  operat- 
ing sawmills  for  many  years,  and  was  supposed  to 
have  been  very  wealthy,  but  when  the  estate  was 
settled  up  after  his  death  very  little  remained.  He 
was  a very  polished  gentleman  and  quite  promi- 
nent both  in  social  and  business  life,  enjoying  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  held 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
was  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  was 
honored  with  a number  of  township  offices. 

In  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Mit- 
chell was  married,  February  13,  1831,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Long,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
December  31,  1811,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Bar- 
bara Long,  of  Pennsylvania.  By  this  union  Mr. 
Mitchell  had  the  following  children : Lucy  A.,  born 


August  26,  1832,  married  Hugh  Lancaster,  who 
engaged  in  farming  and  conducted  a stick  factory 
in  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  and  she  died  Septem- 
ber 18,  1892;  Sarahett,  born  November  10,  1834, 
is  the  wife  of  John  McFarland,  of  this  sketch; 
Angeline,  born  March  20,  1837,  is  the  wife  of  San- 
ford Williams,  a carpenter  of  Hamilton,  Wayne 
county;  Eugene  B.,  born  June  27,  1839,  is  unmar- 
ried and  resides  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Salmon  P., 
born  March  29,  1841,  married  first  Miranda  Davis 
and  after  her  death  Jerusha  Waite,  and  is  engaged 
in  carpentering  in  Olyphant,  Penn.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  May  9,  1841,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Hollisterville  cemetery. 

On  April  11,  1842,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Frances 
Williams,  who  died  August  8,  1862,  at  the  age  of 
forty-one  years  and  nine  months.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  them,  namely : Mary  E.,  born  De- 

cember 23,  1843,  married  Dr.  H.  B.  Stevens,  and 
both  are  now  deceased;  George,  born  July  24,  1845, 
is  unmarried,  and  is  now  serving  as  postmaster  of 
Hollisterville;  Uriah  W.,  born  August  30,  1849,. 
married  Emma  Kootzer,  and  is  a sawyer  of 
Ricketts,  Penn.;  Nancy,  born  June  29,  1852,  died 
January  27,  1857;  Charles  D.,  born  September  7, 
1856,  married  Nellie  Turner,  and  is  a farmer  and 
lumberman,  residing  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Sa- 
lem township ; Hewett,  born  April,  2,  i860,  mar- 
ried Anna  Walters,  and  is  a merchant  of  Forest 
City,  Penn. ; Washington,  born  June  12,  1862,  died 
July  31,  1862. 

On  September  8,  1863,  Mr.  Mitchell  married 
Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Englert,  who  died  September  18, 
1892,  aged  seventy-one  years,  seven  months  and 
eighteen  days.  He  died  March  5,  1896,  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  both  were 
buried  in  the  Hollisterville  cemetery. 

PROF.  FRANKLIN  KOHLER,  principal  of 
the  Polytechnic  institute,  at  Gilberts,  Penn.,  is  one  of 
the  bright  young  men  of  whom  Monroe  county  is 
proud.  As  an  educator  he  ranks  among  the  best  of 
the  State,  as  a citizen  he  is  progressive  and  most 
highly  respected.  Though  young  in  years,  he  has 
accumulated  a large  fund  of  practical  knowledge 
and  wisdom,  and  in  his  chosen  occupation  as  teach- 
er he  is  giving  to  the  public  the  benefit  of  a finished 
education. 

Six  generations  back  the  original  ancestor  of 
the  Kohler  family  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  Bethlehem,  Penn.  The  family  increased  in 
numbers  and  became  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
Bethlehem,  gradually  spreading  to  other  counties. 

Charles  Kohler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Allen  township,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn., 
August  27,  1827,  and  remained  on  his  father’s  farm 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  an  ap- 
prenticeship as  shoemaker  with  Solomon  Crock. 
He  worked  at  his  trade  with  Mr.  Crock  until  his 
marriage,  April  8,  1848,  to  Miss  Anna  Elizabeth 
Werkheiser,  who  was  born  May  8,  1828,  daughter 
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of  Charles  Werkheiser,  of  Plainfield  township, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn.  Their  marriage  was 
blessed  with  the  following  children:  James,  born 
April  15,  1849;  Diana,  December  26,  1850  (died 
1898);  Louisa,  August  16,  1852;  Peter,  May  8, 
1854;  Harrison,  July  13,  1856;  John,  January  6, 
1859;  Sarah,  January  3,  1861;  Eliza  Jane,  August 
26,  1863  (died  1877)  ; Emma  Augusta,  September 
3,  1865  (died  1877)  ; Charles,  July  19,  1867; 
George,  August  3,  1869  (died  1875)  ; and  Franklin 
(subject  of  this  sketch),  December  26,  1871. 

In  the  autumn  of  1849  Charles  KThler  moved 
to  Brodheadsville.  Here  he  followed  his  trade,  and 
also  cleared  a tract  of  new  land,  which  he  had  pur- 
chased. In  1862  he  bought  a farm  in  Ross  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  the  same  year  took  pos- 
session. He  has  since  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
farming.  'In  physique  he  is  robust,  and  his  health 
has  always  been  excellent.  He  has  held  various 
offices  in  the  township,  including  those  of  con- 
stable and  tax  collector,  has  always  been  a promoter 
of  education,  and  possesses  soriie  rare  historical  lore. 
He  has  also  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  Biblical 
study. 

Franklin  Kohler,  the  youngest  son,  our  sub- 
I ject,  remained  on  the  home  farm,  assisting  in  the 
farm  work  and  attending  the  public  schools,  until 
the  age  of  fifteen  years.  He  then  attended  one 
term  at  the  Polytechnic  Institute.  For  four  years 
he  taught  school  in  winter  and  attended  the  insti- 
tute in  summer,  and  at  the  early  age  of  nineteen  he 
was  elected  Principal  of  the  Institute,  a fine  tribute 
to  his  scholarship  and  to  his  ability  as  a teacher. 
Two  years  later  he  was  elected  principal  of  the 
Hudsondale  Schools,  Carbon  county,  Penn.,  and 
after  a successful  career  of  three  years  there  re- 
turned, in  1801,  to  the  principalship  of  the  Poly- 
technic Institute,  the  affairs  of  which  he  has  since 
very  ably  conducted. 

Prof.  Kohler  was  married,  September  29,  1893, 
at  Gilberts,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Beer,  a native  of 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  daughter 
of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  (Green)  Beer,  grand- 
daughter of  Solomon  and  Elizabeth  (Shook)  Beer, 
and  great-granddaughter  of  Isaac  Beer,  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Carbon  county,  and  by  occupa- 
tion a cooper  and  manufacturer  of  shingles.  Solo- 
mon Beer,  the  latter's  son,  was  born  in  1814,  and 
engaged  in  farming  and  the  manufacture  of  shingles 
in  Carbon  county.  He  died  in  1890.  His  wife,  Eliz- 
abeth (Shook),  died  in  1849,  aged  thirty-five 
years,  and  was  buried  at  Jerusalem  Church,  Car- 
bon county.  The  children  of  Solomon  and  Eliza- 
beth Beer  were  as  follows : Mary  A.,  who  married 
William  Moyer,  and  is  now  deceased ; Joel,  who 
married  Catherine  Iviber,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Philip,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Kohler ; Linfer,  who  mar- 
ried Julia  Ann  Smith ; Peter,  who  married  E. 
Moyer  ; Christiana,  who  married  Simon  Reimmer,  of 
Perrysville,  Penn. ; Jacob,  who  married  Amelia 
Jones,  and  resides  at  Kresgeville : Susannah,  who 
died  young ; Hiram,  a resident  of  Lehigh  county ; 
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and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Moyer,  of  Perrysville, 
Pennsylvania. 

Philip  Beer  was  born  in  Carbon  county,  Penn., 
December  26,  1836.  At  the  age  of  nine, years  he 
was  put  out  among  the  farmers,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  began  to  work  in  the  woods.  Three 
years  later  he  began  a two-years’  apprenticeship  as 
a blacksmith,  with  James  Seigenfuse,  of  Millport, 
Penn.  He  worked  at  his  trade  for  six  months  at 
Cherryville,  Penn.,  for  three  years  at  Little  Gap, 
and  for  eighteen  months  at  Pine  Swamp.  The 
country  in  the  spring  of  1861  was  calling  for  volun- 
teers to  suppress  the  Rebellion,  and  the  sturdy  young 
blacksmith  enlisted  in  the  First  Rifle  Company,  P. 
V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Dennis  McGee.  His  career  was 
thrilling  and  glorious.  The  company  in  1862  be- 
came Company  F,  190th  P.  V.  I.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain,  September  14,  1862,  Mr.  Beer 
was  shot  in  the  left  forearm.  The  bone  was  shat- 
tered, and  for  fourteen  months  he  lay  in  the  hospital 
at  Fort  Schuyler,'  N.  Y.  He  rejoined  his  company 
in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  was  there  wounded 
through  the  left  shoulder,  being  again  laid  up  for 
four  months.  Joining  his  regiment  at  City  Point, 
he  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
During  the  last  winter  with  his  company  he  was 
stricken  with  blindness,  an  affliction  from  which  he 
still  suffers.  He  was  discharged  at  Ogden  Heights, 
and  mustered  out  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.  Mr.  Beer 
is  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  in  politics 
he  is  a Republican.  He  married  Elizabeth  Green, 
at  Whitehaven,  Penn.,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Ida  M.,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Ada  M.,  who  died  young.  Mr.  Beer  has  been 
engaged  in  general  farming  at  Pleasant  Valley, 
Monroe  county.  He  is  a member  of  Sciota  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  a prominent  citizen  of  Monroe 
county. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Prof.  Kthler 
and  wife : Raymond  A.  and  LeRoy  J.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  in  poli- 
tics Prof.  Kohler  is  a Democrat.  He  is  a member 
'of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  and  is  highly  interested  in 
educational  matters.  He  is  self-made,  and  his  car- 
eer at  Polytechnic  Institute  has  been  eminently 
successful.  In  1897  Mr.  Kohler  very  successfully 
passed  the  examination  of  the  State  Board  for  a 
Practical  Teacher’s  State  Certificate,  at  the  Key- 
stone State  Normal  School,  Kutztown,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Polytechnic  Institute  was  founded  at  Gil- 
berts (sometimes  called  Pleasant  Valley),  Monroe 
Co.,  Penn.,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1886.  In  point 
of  sublime  and  enchanting  surroundings,  healthful- 
ness, general  good  morality,  and  quietness  for  pur- 
pose of  study,  its  location  is  equalled  by  few  insti- 
tutions in  this  State,  and  surpassed  by  none ; and 
although  it  does  not  possess  all  the  superior  ad- 
vantages, it  is  easily  reached  from  all  directions  by 
stage  and  telephone. 

The  Institution  has  created  a widespread  influ- 
ence in  the  line  of  education ; it  has  set  to  thinking 
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and  studying  both  young  and  old,  so  that  all  are 
striving  to  develop  in  the  arts  that  embellish  life, 
thus  making  a sojourn  in  their  midst  profitable  and 
delightful.  But  the  school  rests  its  claim  mainly  on 
the  superior  internal  advantages  it  presents,  such  as 
extensive  campus,  excellent  furniture,  and  thorough 
training  on  limited  means.  The  Course  of  Study 
is  especially  adapted-,  ( I ) to  teachers  who  desire 
to  become  thoroughly  fitted  and  equipped  in  the 
science  and  arts  of  teaching;  (2)  to  young  men  and 
women  who  desire  to  prepare  for  actual  business 
vocations;  and  (3)  to  those  desiring  to  prepare  for 
college.  A constant  effort  is  earnestly  made  to  de- 
velop a good  moral  and  Christian  character,  which 
may  safely  be  regarded  as  the  most  important  and 
essential  qualification  for  success  in  any  sphere  of 
labor.  During  the  first  few  years,  many  students 
from  our  surrounding  towns  and  cities  have  been 
attending  this  Institution ; some  of  them  have  at- 
tended it  during  three  consecutive  years,  and  have 
again  made  application  to  enter  the  spring  and 
summer  terms.  By  their  testimonials  of  the  Insti- 
tution we  can  readily  foresee  the  advantages  this 
Institution  presents  over  those  situated  in  large 
cities  and  towns,  offering  similar  courses. 

The  Academic  Course  is  as  follows : 

Junior  Year. — Reading,  Theory  of  Penmanship, 
Orthography,  English  Grammar,  Composition, 
Drawing,  Arithmetic,  Methods  of  Teaching,  Morals 
and  Manners,  Political  Geography,  Book-keeping, 
Vocal  Music,  Algebra  (begun),  Physical  Geog- 
raphy, Latin  (begun). 

Middle  Year. — Elocution,  Etymology,  English 
Grammar,  Rhetoric,  Physical  Geography,  Algebra 
(completed),  Civics,  Latin  Grammar  and  Reader 
(completed),  Ctesar,  Natural  Philosophy  (optional), 
Geometry  (begun),  Drawing,  Physical  Culture, 
Natural  History,  Pedagogics,  Botany  (optional). 

Senior  Year. — Elocution,  Rhetoric  (complet- 
ed), Logic,  General  History,  Geometry  (complet- 
ed), Botanv,  Virgil’s  LExeid,  Cicero’s  Orations 
(five),  Elements  of  Chemistry,  Anabasis,  German, 
Literature,  Psychology,  Geology,  Mythology. 

Course  in  English  Literature. — In  addition  to 
the  prescribed  branches  for  the  different  academic 
years,  a course  in  English  Literature  is  necessary  for 
entrance  in  college  or  for  completing  the  acadamic 
course.  The  following  books  were  read  during 
1898-99:  “The  Sir  Roger  de  Coverly  Papers,"  in 
the  “Spectator;"  Goldsmith’s  “Vicar  of  Wakefield;” 
Coleridge’s  “Ancient  Mariner;”  Carlyle’s  “Essay  on 
Burns ;”  Lowell’s  "Vision  of  Sir  Launfal ;”  Haw- 
thorne’s .“House  of  the  Seven  Gables;”  Shakes- 
peare's “Macbeth;”  Tennyson’s  “The  Princess;” 
Burke’s  “Speech  on  Conciliation  with  America ;” 
Longfellow’s  “Evangeline.” 

The  Faculty  now  consists  of  four  professors 
and  one  musical  instructor.  When  Prof.  Iv  hler 
assumed  charge  there  were  but  thirteen  students, 
and  the  attendance  is  now  115.  The  school  year  is 
divided  into  four  terms,  and  the  tuition  is  $8  per 
term. 


FRANK  MANG  is  well  known  in  Texas 
township,  Wayne  county,  as  a prosperous  farmer 
and  popular  hotel-keeper,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
thriftiest  and  most  energetic  men  in  this  locality. 
He  was  born  August  26,  1854,  in  New  York  City, 
and  comes  of  good  German  parentage,  his  father 
and  mother,  John  and  Christina  (Dilger)  Mang, 
having  been  born  in  the  Fatherland,  whence  they 
came  to  this  country  before  their  marriage. 

John  Mang  was  given  a good  education  in  the 
country  of  his  birth,  and  in  1845  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  landing  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
was  subsequently  married.  Mr.  Mang  worked  at 
his  trade,  that  of  blacksmith,  while  in  New  York, 
and  he  first  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1851, 
in  which  year  he  made  a purchase  of  farm  land  in 
Texas  township,  near  the  town  of  Honesdale.  He 
put  up  a house  on  the  property,  and  made  several 
other  improvements,  after  which  he  rented  the  place 
to  a Mr.  Frank,  and  returned  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade  until  1854, 
when  he  decided  to  settle  on  his  land.  He  bought 
more  land  adjoining  his  first  investment,  and  tak- 
ing up  the  work  of  clearing  and  cultivation  suc- 
ceeded in  converting  the  place  into  a valuable,  arable 
tract,  putting  the  greater  part  of  it  under  the  plow 
during  the  twenty-four  years  of  his  residence  there. 
His  health  having  failed,  however,  he  returned  in 
1874  to  his  native  land,  where  he  passed  away  in 
March,  that  year.  Mrs.  Mang  continued  to  make 
her  home  on  the  old  farm  with  her  only  child,  our 
subject,  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  Novem- 
ber, 1895.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Barbara  Dilger,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Ger- 
many, and  in  1847  the  father  came  to  America,  for 
the  first  three  vears  after  his  arrival  living  in  New 
York  City.  He  then  removed  to  Texas  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  after  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mang 
settled  there  made  his  home  with  them  until  his  de- 
cease. He  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Philip,  Kate,  Elizabeth,  Frank,  Mary,  Adam, 
Christina,  Barbara,  Joseph  and  Katie,  of  whom  the 
three  first  mentioned  died  in  Germany.  Frank  died 
in  New  York  City.  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Fred- 
erick A.  Edle,  who  went  to  California  in  1858,  dur- 
ing the  gold  fever,  grew  rich,  and  finally  returned 
to  his  native  home  in  Germany,  thence  removing  to 
Switzerland,  where  they  now  reside.  Adam  mar- 
ried and  died  in  New  York  City.  Barbara  mar- 
ried Fred  Trinks,  of  New  York  City,  and  has  a 
family  of  seven  children — Fred,  John,  Christian, 
Joseph,  Barbara,  Katie  and  Philip.  Joseph  Dilger 
came  from  Germany  to  New  York  Citv  in  1847,  and 
there  remained  until  1851,  when  he  located  in 
Wayne  county,  Penn.  He  subsequently  went  West 
to  Wisconsin,  and  in  1861,  at  the  first  call  for  volun- 
teers, he  enlisted  as  a member  of  Company  E,  3rd 
Wis.  V.  L,  and  served  under  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  continued  in  the  service  until 
the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  receiving  his  final  dis- 
charge in  1863,  after  Lee's  surrender,  and  was 
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twice  wounded  during  the  struggle,  but  recovered 
and  returned  to  his  command  each  time.  He  was 
in  a number  of  important  engagements,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  Winchester,  under 
Gen.  Banks,  where  lie  was  taken  orisoner,  being 
sent  to  Belle  Isle  for  three  and  one-half  months, 
after  which  he  was  paroled  and  finally  exchanged. 
He  joined  the  Second  Corps,  and  was  thence  trans- 
ferred to  the  Western  Army,  with  which  he  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain.  He  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  famous  "march  to  the  sea," 
and  was  wounded  on  the  fifteenth  day  in  a raid  in 
Georgia,  was  taken  to  Chattanooga,  where  his 
wounds  were  dressed,  and  from  there  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Madison,  Inch,  where  he  remained  for 
for  some  time.  Later  he  was  in  the  Wisconsin  hos- 
pital until  returned  to  his  regiment  at  Chattanooga, 
where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war,  cut 
oft  from  the  regular  forces  by  the  Rebels.  At  the 
end  of  his  service  he  came  back  to  his  old  home  in 
Wayne  county,  where  in  1871  he  married  Miss 
Frances  Klein,  and  they  settled  in  Carbondale. 
Mrs.  Dilger  died  in  1875,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Katie,  who  died  after  reaching  womanhood,  and 
Air.  Dilger,  again  alone  in  the  world,  now  makes 
his  home  with  his  nephew,  Mr.  Mang.  Katie  Dil- 
ger, the  youngest  child  of  Joseph  and  Barbara  Dil- 
ger, is  the  wife  of  Henry  Rosier,  of  Carbondale. 
They  have  had  seven  children — Henry,  Frank,  Ja- 
cob, Joseph,  Katie  (Mrs.  Charles  Dullam,  of  Car- 
hondale),  Christina  (Mrs.  John  Fulton,  of  Carbon- 
dale) and  Francis  (who  died  in  childhood). 

Frank  Mang  was  reared  on  the  parental  farm 
in  Texas  township,  receiving  a thorough  training 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  has  continued  to 
follow  all  his  life,  the  farm  having  come  to  him  by 
inheritance  after  Ins  father's  decease.  I11  1895  he 
made  various  improvements  and  changes  in  the 
homestead,  adapting  it  for  hotel  purposes,  and  he  has 
since  had  accommodations  for  the  traveling  public 
which  are  considered  among  the  most  desirable  in 
Texas  township.  He  is  genial  and  sociable  in  his 
manners,  making  his  guests  at  home  immediately  by 
Ins  hearty  and  cheerful  welcome,  and  his  capable 
helpmeet  has  proved  a good  assistant  to  him  in  this 
enterprise,  looking  after  their  table  and  the  comfort 
of  their  patrons  in  many  ways.  Mr.  Mang  has  been 
quite  active  in  local  public  affairs,  and  held  the 
office  of  supervisor  for  five  years,  being  first  elected 
in  1883.  He  also  filled  the  position  of  auditor  in 
the  township  for  one  year,  giving  general  satisfac- 
tion. His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party. 

In  August,  1879,  Mr.  Mang  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  Wiest  of  Honesdale,  who 
died  in  1887,  leaving  no  children.  In  August,  1889, 
he  wedded  Miss  Katie  Crockenburg,  of  Wayne 
county,  whose  parents,  Henry  and  Augusta  Crock- 
enburg, were  natives  of  Germany,  and  after  their 
arrival  in  America  settled  in  Cherry  Ridge  town- 
shin,  Wavne  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
farming.  Mr.  Crockenburg  died  in  October,  1897, 


leaving  nine  children — Mary,  Katie,  Francis,  Au- 
gusta, Peter,  Ferdinand,  John,  Lizzie  and  Annie, 
l’he  mother  still  make  her  home  on  the  old  farm. 
Since  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mang  have 
always  resided  on  the  Mang  homestead,  and  here 
two  children  have  been  born  to  them — John,  on 
June  6,  1890,  and  Frank,  011  December  25,  1893. 
Both  are  attending  the  public  schools.  The  fam- 
ily hold  membership  in  the  Catholic  Church  in 
Honesdale.  Socially  Mr.  Mang  is  a member  of  the 
Grange  of  Beech  Grove.  He  is  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  agriculturists  and  landowners  of  Texas  town- 
ship, where  he  has  farmed  successfully  for  so  many 
years,  and  where,  since  1875,  he  has  also  operated 
a large  cider  mill,  whicn  he  erected  on  the  prop- 
erty. He  is  a worthy  representative  of  the  pro- 
verbially thrifty  German  citizen,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  highly  esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and 
friends  throughout  the  township. 

MART  IX  HATTON,  of  Delaware  township. 
Pike  county,  is  a progressive  and  enterprising  ag- 
riculturist, and  the  appearance  of  his  farm  proves 
his  scientific  knowledge  and  skill. 

Mr.  Hatton  was  born  December  27,  1854,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Cole  school  house,  in  Delaware  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  leading 
families  of  that  locality.  Joseph  Hatton,  his  great- 
grandfather, came  to  America  from  the  North  of 
England  in  early  manhood,  locating  in  Philadelphia, 
where  his  son  Robert  was  born  October  20,  1781. 
The  latter  was  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years,  to  Ivatrinka  Hood,  who  resided  at  or  near 
Martin's  Creek,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  there  they 
located,  Mr.  Hatton  engaging  in  farming.  He 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  In  1816 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Dingman's  Ferry, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years. 

James  Hatton,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
September  20,  1806,  at  Martin’s  Creek,  Warren  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  became  a farmer  in  Delaware  township, 
Pike  county,  dying  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  in  October, 
1884,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He  was 
an  excellent  citizen,  and  while  not  a politician  he 
took  an  interest  in  the  questions  of  the  day  and  was 
a firm  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  His 
wife,  Sarah  (Van  Auken),  a native  of  Milford, 
Pike  county,  died  in  1886,  aged  seventy-six.  They 
had  ten  children : Albert,  who  married  Sarah  Mul- 
ford,  is  engaged  in  business  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
as  a tinner  and  plumber  (he  served  throughout  the 
Civil  war)  ; Charles  served  in  the  Union  army  all 
through  the  Civil  war,  and  afterward  settled  in 
Vicksburg,  but  has  not  been  heard  from  for  many 
years,  and  is  supposed  to  be  dead;  Mary,  widow  of 
Alexander  Boyd,  resides  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
Elizabeth  married  E.  R.  Hazen,  a farmer  in  Bloom- 
ing Grove  township,  Pike  county;  James,  unmar- 
ried, is  a land  agent  in  Washington  (he  also  served 
through  the  Civil  war)  ; Henry  went  west  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  and  has  not  since  been  heard  from 
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(he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years,  and  served  one  year)  ; Silas,  deceased, 
settled  m the  South ; Miriam  married  Howard 
Crawford,  of  Port  Jervis,  a conductor  on  the  Erie 
railroad;  Martin,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  Frank,  who  married  Mary  Wentworth, 
is  a miner  at  Butte  City,  Montana. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  eighteen,  when  he  went  to  Hawley,  Penn., 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co. 
as  operator,  and  later  he  took  a position  in  the  weigh 
office.  In  1882,  his  health  having  failed,  he  went 
to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  business 
with  a brother  as  a tinner  and  plumber.  A year 
later  he  went  to  Washington  and  Montana  to  spend 
a year,  and  then,  after  a year  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  he  de- 
cided to  settle  down  in  his  native  place.  He  accord- 
ingly purchased  his  present  farm  of  sixty-three  acres, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Kitchell  estate,  and  this 
he  has  improved  in  a substantial  manner,  all  the 
buildings  being  new  and  of  modern  style.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a Republican  and  at  times  he  has  served 
in  official  positions,  having  been  county  auditor  in 
1893,  '94  and  95. 

On  June  14,  1886,  Mr.  Hatton  was  married,  at 
Boonton,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Gaines,  and  two 
children  brighten  their  home,  Stanley  G.  and 
Frank.  Mrs.  Hatton,  who  has  proved  herself  an 
able  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  was  born  February 
2,  1851,  at  Boonton,  and  is  a descendant  of  a pioneer 
family  of  that  region,  her  great-grandfather,  Jona- 
than Gaines,  having  come  from  England  at  an  early 
period.  He  was  accompanied  by  two  brothers,  one 
of  whom  settled  in  Vermont  and  the  other  in  the 
South,  but  he  made  his  permanent  home  in  Morris 
county,  N.  J.  Nathaniel  Gaines,  Mrs.  Hatton’s 
grandfather,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  was  born  in 
Morris  county,  and  he  and  his  wife  Sarah  Bald- 
win, resided  there  at  the  old  homestead.  Marcus 
D.  L.  Gaines,  father  of  Mrs.  Hatton,  was  a native 
of  Morris  county,  and  his  later  years  were  spent 
in  farming  there,  but  for  some  years  of  his  early 
manhood  he  was  in  mercantile  business  in  New 
York  City  and  held  a prominent  official  position  in 
the  city  hall.  He  died  January  27,  1894,  aged  eighty- 
seven,  and  his  remains  were  interred  at  Mottville, 
N.  J.,  beside  those  of  his  wife,  Sarah  (Ewen),  who 
died  February  24,  1851,  aged  forty.  She  was  born 
in  New  York  City,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Tuttle)  Ewen,  her  father  being  a well-known 
merchant  and  at  one  time  city  surveyor.  Mrs.  Hat- 
ton is  the  youngest  of  a family  of  four  children,  the 
others  being:  Frances,  who  married  J.  H.  Kitchell, 
and  resides  on  the  old  homestead  near  Boonton, 
N.  J. ; Miss  Mary,  a resident  of  Worcester,  Mass. ; 
and  Stanley,  deceased,  who  married  Margaret  B. 
Judd,  and  resided  at  Hawley,  Penn.,  where  he  had 
charge  of  the  Pennsylvania  Co.’s  coal  works. 

JAMES  WHITE,  the  well  known  mine  fore- 
man for  the  Hillside  Coal  & Iron  Co.,  and  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county, 


was  born  in  Glamorganshire,  Wales,  September  15, 
1849,  a son  of  James  ana  Bridget  (McKinney) 
White,  natives  of  County  Cork,  Ireland,  where  their 
marriage  was  celebrated.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  the  father  went  to  South  America,  and  after 
traveling  through  that  country  for  some  years  re- 
turned to  his  native  land,  where  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Bridget  McKinney,  a daughter  of  John  Mc- 
Kinney. In  April,  1865,  they  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  settled  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  where 
the  father  worked  in  a rolling  mill  until  his  removal 
to  Schuylkill  county,  in  1866.  There,  and  later  in 
Scranton,  he  followed  mining.  He  d’ed  July  7, 
1892,  aged  eighty  years,  his  wife  in  March,  1890, 
aged  seventy-five  years,  and  both  were  buried  at 
Scranton.  They  were  communicants  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a Democrat. 
The  children  born  to  them  were  as  follows : Mar- 

garet, wife  of  Michael  Shay,  a miller  of  Scranton ; 
John,  who  died  in  Wales ; Richard,  who  has  traveled 
over  the  world  as  a sailor,  but  is  now  living  retired 
at  Scranton ; Mary,  widow  of  Daniel  Hays,  a mer- 
chant of  Scranton ; William,  a mine  prospector  who 
died  in  New  Mexico;  James,  our  subject;  Ellen, 
who  died  in  Wales  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  and 
Catherine,  wife  of  Philip  McCue,  a miner  of  Scran- 
ton. 

Our  subject  made  his  home  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began 
working  in  a rolling  mill,  and  was  thus  employed 
for  one  year,  but  after  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  Schuylkill  county  he  entered  the  mines,  and  in 
different  capacities  he  has  since  been  connected  with 
mining  operations.  In  February,  1872,  he  re- 
turned to  Scranton,  and  was  appointed  foreman  of 
the  O.  S.  Johnson  Coal  Co.  He  worked  for  dif- 
ferent firms  in  that  place  until  October  1,  1888, 
when  he  came  to  Forest  City  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Hillside  Coal  & Iron  Co.,  as  foreman  of 
the  mines,  which  responsible  position  he  has  since 
most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  filled. 

On  August  31,  1875,  at  Scranton,  Mr.  White 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Corbitt, 
and  the  following  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Joseph  F.,  William  F.,  John  A.,  James  J.,  Julia  A., 
Alphonius  (who  died  young),  Frank,  Richard, 
Harry,  and  Mary.  Mrs.  White  was  bom  in  Scran- 
ton, August  1,  1854,  a daughter  of  Michael  and 
Julia  (Sullivan)  Corbitt,  who  were  born  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  and  were  married  in  Scranton.  The 
father  was  born  in  March,  1822,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1849.  After  spending  one  year  in  Schuylkill 
county,  Penn.,  he  removed  to  Scranton,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  is  now  a retired 
miner,  and  is  a man  of  considerable  prominence  in 
his  community.  The  mother  was  born  in  May, 
1829,  and  died  in  July,  1896,  at  Forest  City,  while 
on  a visit  to  our  subject.  Her  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Scranton.  She  was  a devout  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  to  which  the  father  also  be- 
longs, in  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  They  had' 
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four  children:  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  Patrick, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; Catherine,  a resi- 
dent of  Scranton;  and  John,  of  Forest  City. 

Mr.  White  attends  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Mutual  Benefit  Associa- 
tion and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  a stanch 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  February,  1897,  was 
elected  collector  of  Forest  City,  which  office  he  has 
since  filled  in  a most  acceptable  and  commendable 
manner. 

EMORY  H.  MILLER,  a prosperous  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne 
county,  December  21,  1849,  a son  °f  James  W.  and 
Eliza  (Hall)  Miller,  also  natives  of  Mt.  Pleasant 
township,  where  the  father  died  in  November,  1878, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Hull’s  burying-ground,  near  the  Red 
School  House,  in  Wayne  county.  The  mother  died 
in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1876,  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years,  and  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  Norwich,  that  county.  Both  were  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  most 
estimable  people.  Their  children  were  Edward  P., 
a farmer  of  New  York  State;  Emory  H.,  our  sub- 
ject; and  Hattie  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  Our  subject  s paternal  grandfather,  Moses 
Miller,  was  a native  of  Connecticut  and  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
made  his  home  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a large  land  owner,  and  extensive  farmer, 
and  a man  of  prominence  in  his  community.  He 
filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  some  time. 
The  maternal  grandfather  was  also  a pioneer  of 
Wayne  county,  where  his  death  occurred. 

Emory  H.  Miller  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  then  went 
to  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  he  conducted  a livery 
and  sales  stable  for  two  years,  and  also  speculated 
in  butter,  produce,  stock,  etc.,  for  one  and  a half 
years.  Subsequently  he  was  interested  in  the  lum- 
ber trade  in  Susquehanna  county  for  two  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  resumed  farming,  locating 
upon  his  present  place  in  the  spring  of  1878.  His 
first  purchase  consisted  of  126  acres,  to  which  he 
has  since  added  a one-hundred-acre  tract,  making  a 
fine  farm  of  226  acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good 
buildings.  A man  of  good  business  ability  and 
sound  judgment,  he  has  prospered  in  his  under- 
takings and  is  now  quite  well-to-do. 

At  Susquehanna  Mr.  Miller  was  married,  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1878,  to  Miss  Emily  L.  Potter,  by  whom 
he  has  had  two  children : Allen,  deceased ; and 

Glenford  E.,  at  home.  Mrs.  Miller  was  born  in 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  June  7, 
1859,  a daughter  of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth 
(Howell)  Potter,  of  that  township,  where  the  moth- 
er died  August  1.  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  From  his  farm  in  Gibson  township  Mr.  Pot- 


ter removed  to  Herrick  Centre,  where  he  conduct- 
ed a hotel  for  three  years.  The  following  year  he 
operated  his  farm,  and  then  again  took  charge  of 
the  hotel  in  Herrick  Centre,  which  he  carried  on 
for  about  a year  at  this  time.  While  in  Susque- 
hanna on  business  he  was  injured  by  a train,  and 
he  died  twenty-two  days  later,  in  March,  1877,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  In  his  family  were 
four  children,  namely:  Freelove,  who  died  young; 
Emahne  O.,  wife  of  Alford  Bowell,  of  Heriick  Cen- 
tre ; Emily  L.,  wife  of  our  subject ; and  Etta,  wife  of 
George  D.  Hine,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Mrs.  Millers  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, Parley  Potter,  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Gib- 
son township. 

Mr.  Miller  is  now  serving  as  treasurer  of  the 
Five  States  Milk  Association.  He  has  served  as 
school  director  and  school  treasurer,  and  on  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1900,  was  re-elected  to  the  former  office 
for  a term  of  three  years.  Socially  he  affiliates  with 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  at  Burnwood, 
Penn.,  and  the  Grange,  at  Lyons  Street,  and  polit- 
ically he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
Although  not  a member  he  attends  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  gives  his  support  to  every  en- 
terprise calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  intellectual 
or  material  welfare  of  his  township  or  county. 

NICK  GEBHART,  an  honored  and  trusted 
employe  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  residing  in  Mat- 
amoras,  Pike  county,  is  a worthy  representative  of 
a good  old  German  family.  His  grandfather,  Ja- 
cob Gebhart,  was  born  on  the  Rhine,  in  Bavaria, 
October  5,  1784,  and  by  occupation  was  a farmer  and 
freight  carrier.  He  married  Maria  Grimm,  who 
was  also  born  in  the  Rhine  province,  in  1786,  and 
both  died  when  comparatively  young.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  four  children,  all  now  deceased:  John,  a 

freight  carrier,  who  died  in  Germany ; Elizabeth, 
who  married  Valentine  Bansel,  of  Bavaria;  Chris- 
tana,  who  married  C.  Schoidel,  a teacher  of  lan- 
guages in  Bavaria ; and  Jacob,  the  father  of  our 
subject. 

Jacob  Gebhart  was  born  on  the  historic  Rhine, 
in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  September,  1811,  and  was 
a freighter  and  extensive  farmer.  He  died  De- 
cember 24,  1857,  his  wife,  Agnes  Kreat,  who  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  December  19,  1813,  long  surviv- 
ing him,  and  passing  away  in  October,  1889.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children:  Jacob, 

who  married  and  is  engaged  in  the  hotel  business 
in  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y. ; Anna  Maria,  who  married 
Frederick  Haas,  and  died  in  Germany,  in  1892; 
John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years:  Elizabeth, 
who  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
and  married  Jacob  Botenz,  of  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y. ; 
Philip,  a blacksmith  living  at  Narrowsburg;  John, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  months;  Agnes, 
wife  of  Joseph  Cooper,  an  iron  molder  living  in 
Bavaria,  Germany;  Philipena.  wife  of  Jacob  Frank, 
whose  home  is  in  Plolstein,  Germany,  where  he  is 
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foreman  of  molding  works;  Nick,  our  subject, 
Margreta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years; 
Fritz,  who  is  married,  and  is  serving  as  foreman 
of  iron  molding  works  in  Bavaria ; and  Bertha,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  and  one-half  months. 

Nick  Gebhart  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
November  26,  1849,  and  at  the  aSe  of  thirteen  en' 
tered  a machine  shop,  where  he  learned  the  ma- 
chinist’s trade.  For  three  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  German  army,  and  participated  in  the  French 
and  German  war.  In  his  native  land  he  was  mar- 
ried, October  25,  1873,  to  Miss  Lena  Shaffer,  who 
was  born  November  25,  1851,  a daughter  of  Martin 
and  Marcella  (Gunter)  Shaffer,  and  they  have  had 
nine  children,  namely:  Henry,  born  July  22,  1874, 

was  accidentally  shot:  twins,  born  in  1876,  one  of 
whom  died  unnamed  when  only  two  days  old,  and 
the  other,  Sophia,  died  September  16,  1896;  Fritz, 
born  September  29,  1877,  assists  his  father  in  the 
hotel  business ; Agnes,  born  December  24,  1879,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Martin  Leicht,  who  is  represented 
elsewhere;  Lena,  born  January  8,  1882,  is  at  home; 
Herman,  born  October  12,  1883,  died  in  infancy; 
and  Herman  (2),  born  March  26,  1885,  and  Emma, 
born  July  31,  1887,  are  both  at  home. 

With  the  hope  of  benefiting  his  financial  condi- 
tion, Mr.  Gebhart  and  his  family  sailed  for  theUnited 
States,  landing  on  the  shores  of  this  country  March 
17, 1878.  They  located  at  Narrowsburg,  N.Y.,  where 
he  worked  in  a blacksmith  shop  for  one  and  a half 
years,  and  then,  as  he  was  unable  to  secure  work  at 
his  trade,  he  accepted  employment  as  a common 
laborer  on  the  Erie  railroad,  remaining  with  them 
six  months.  The  following  two  years  were  spent 
in  a stone  quarry  at  Narrowsburg,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  he  removed  to  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  se- 
curing a position  in  the  Erie  railroad  repair  shops, 
where  he  has  now  been  employed  for  seventeen 
years.  Since  1894,  however,  he  has  made  his  home 
in  Matamoras,  Penn.,  where  he  at  first  rented  prop- 
erty and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Subse- 
quently he  purchased  his  present  home,  which  he 
has  greatly  improved,  and  is  still  interested  in  the 
hotel  business,  leaving  the  management  of  the  same 
to  his  som  while  he  retains  his  position  with  the 
Erie  Company.  In  political  affiliations  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  in  religious  connection  is  a German  Cath- 
olic, as  are  also  his  children,  but  his  wife  holds 
membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  They 
have  many  friends  in  this  community,  and  Mr.  Geb- 
hart is  a member  of  the  Maennerchor. 

JOHN  DILLON  is  a representative  citizen  of 
Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  for 
several  years  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  business 
as  a general  farmer  and  blacksmith.  He  is  a man 
whose  sound  common  sense  and  vigorous,  able 
management  of  his  affairs  have  been  important  fac- 
tors in  leading  him  to  wealth,  and  with  his  un- 
doubted. integrity  of  character  have  given  him  an 
honorable  position  among  his  fellow  men. 


Mr.  Dillon  was  born  on  his  present  farm,  in 
January,  1854,  a son  of  Michael  and  Ann  (Mc- 
Nerney)  Dillon,  natives  of  Ireland,  the  former  born 
in  1809,  and  the  latter  in  1813.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  County  Clare,  and  continued  to  make  their 
home  in  the  Emerald  Isle  for  some  years.  In  1851 
the  father  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  New  York,  and 
the  following  year  was  joined  by  his  family,  whom 
he  brought  to  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  operated  rented  land  for  a few 
years.  His  first  purchase  was  a tract  of  wild  land 
in  Silver  Lake  township,  which  he  transformed  into 
a good  farm,  erecting  thereon  a house  and  barn, 
but  he  finally  sold  that  place  and  returned  to  Lib- 
erty township,  buying  a farm  on  the  road  between 
Lawsville  Center  and  Hallstead,  near  where  our 
subject  now  lives.  There  he  made  his  home  until 
called  from  this  life,  in  August,  1865.  He  was  a 
stone  mason  by  trade,  and  followed  that  occupation 
in  connection  with  farming  during  his  residence  in 
Susquehanna  county.  He  purchased  a farm  ad- 
joining his  own  for  one  of  his  sons.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  for  some  years,  passing  away  in  1887, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  Both  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church,  to  which  they  gave 
liberally,  and  as  a Democrat  he  took  an  active  inter- 
est in  political  affairs. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  youngest  in  a family 
of  eight  children,  all  born  in  Ireland  with  the  ex- 
ception of  himself  and  brother  Frank.  (1)  Maiy, 
the  eldest,  born  in  1837,  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  her  native  land,  and  married  John  Hays,  of 
Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county.  They 
have  a large  family,  and  now  reside  in  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.  (2)  Michael,  born  in  1839,  married  Margaret 
McMahon,  of  Silver  Lake  township,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  farming.  (3)  Margaret,  born  in  1842, 
received  a district-school  education  in  Susquehanna 
county,  and  married  James  Hays,  of  Forest  Lake 
township.  They  have  a large  family,  and  make 
their  home  in  Tioga  county,  Penn.  (4)  Bridget, 
born  in  1844,  married  John  Considine,  of  Susque- 
hanna, by  whom  she  has  three  children,  Mary, 
John  and  Elizabeth,  and  they  reside  in  Ithaca,  N. 
Y.  (5)  Martin,  born  in  1846,  was  reared  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  learned  the  tanner’s 
trade.  He  married  Maria  Flanigan,  of  Susquehanna 
county,  by  whom  he  has  seven  children,  and  they 
reside  in  Warren  county,  Penn.,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  merchandising.  (6)  Annie,  born  in  1848, 
married  Martin  Dillon,  a native  of  Canada,  and 
lived  in  Waverly,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died  leaving 
six  children,  Mary,  Maggie,  Willie,  Thomas,  Charles 
and  Ella,  all  residents  of  Waverly.  (7)  Frank, 
born  in  Silver  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
in  1857,  a bright,  promising  young  man,  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years. 

John  Dillon,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received 
a fair  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Liberty 
township,  and  aided  his  father  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm  until  the  latter’s  death.  He  then  worked 
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in  the  lumber  woods  of  Sullivan  county,  Penn.,  for 
five  years,  and  in  1875  commenced  learning  the 
blacksmith's  trade  with  Patrick  Moran,  at  Mont- 
rose, serving  a four-years’  apprenticeship,  after 
which  he  conducted  a shop  of  nis  own  at  Laws- 
ville  Center  for  nine  years.  In  1892  he  purchased 
the  farm  on  which  he  was  born  (known  as  the 
Truesdale  farm),  upon  which  stand  a commodious 
brick  residence,  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings, 
and  our  subject  has  added  to  its  improvements, 
making  it  one  of  the  best  and  most  desirable  places 
of  the  size  in  Liberty  township. 

In  1883  Mr.  Dillon  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Annie  Downs,  of  Liberty  township,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Susan  Downs,  who  were 
born  in  Ireland  and  died  in  Liberty  township.  Mrs. 
Dillon  was  born  in  Susquehanna  county  in  1852, 
and  died  in  December,  1897.  She  was  a devout 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  was  loved  a*nd 
respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  left  four  chil- 
dren: James,  born  in  Forest  Lake  township,  in 

May,  1884;  Susan,  born  in  Liberty  township,  in 
July,  1885;  Michael,  born  in  October,  1886;  and 
Francis,  born  in  August,  1889.  All  are  attending 
the  district  schools,  and  are  well  advanced  for  chil- 
dren of  their  age.  Mr.  Dillon  and  his  family  are 
also  communicants  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  are 
held  in  high  regard  in  the  community  where  they 
make  their  home.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a stalwart  Democrat,  has  ever  taken  a deep  inter- 
est in  the  success  of  his  party,  and  has  served  his 
fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of  school  director  and 
inspector  of  elections.  Though  he  commenced  life 
a poor  boy,  he  has,  through  liis  own  well-directed 
efforts,  become  one  of  the  substantial  and  reliable 
citizens  of  the  township. 

JEROME  BONSER,  a leading  and  represen- 
tative farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe 
county,  is  now  successfully  operating  the  old  home- 
stead on  which  he  was  born  July  25,  1862,  a son 
of  Reuben  and  Sabina  (Frantz)  Bonser,  also  na- 
tives of  Monroe  county,  where  the  father  spent  his 
entire  life  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent  members 
of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  departed  this  life  in 
December,  1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Pleasant  Valley  cemetery ; she  is  still  liv- 
ing, at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  and  makes  her  home 
in  Stroudsburg.  Jerome  is  the  eldest  of  their  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  E.  Malinda,  wife  of  Allen 
Marsh,  a mason  of  Stroudsburg;  and  Charles  F., 
who  married  Lizzie  Moser,  and  lives  in  East 
Stroudsburg.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Kresge)  Bonser,  both 
died  in  Chestnut  Hill  township.  Their  children 
were  George,  Elias,  Jacob,  Sally  A.,  Hannah,  Jonas 
and  Reuben. 

On  the  home  farm  Jerome  Bonser  was  reared 
and  obtained  a good  practical  knowledge  of  farm 


work,  which  now  enables  him  to  so  successfully 
manage  the  farm.  The  Democratic  party  has  always 
found  in  him  a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles, 
and  he  is  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon 
for  four  years. 

At  Brodheadsville,  June  13,  1885,  Mr.  Bonser 
married  Miss  C.  Ordella  Shoemaker,  by  whom  he 
has  one  son,  Stanley  W.  Mrs.  Bonser  was  born  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  May  16,  1861, 
a daughter  of  Emanuel  and  Amelia  (Weiss)  Shoe- 
maker, who  spent  their  entire  lives  as  farming  peo- 
ple in  that  township.  They  were  laithful  members 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  in  political  sentiment 
Mr.  Shoemaker  was  also  a Democrat.  He  died 
April  27,  1895,  aged  seventy-five  years,  his  wife, 
October  26,  1864,  aged  forty  years,  three  months 
and  three  days,  and  they  now  sleep  side  by  side  in 
Mt.  Zion  cemetery.  They  were  married  October 
16,  1842,  and  had  children  as  follows:  Abner,  who 
has  engaged  in , school  teaching,  but  now  devotes 
his  time  to  farming,  married  Margaret  Werkheiser, 
and  lives  in  Saylorsburg,  Monroe  county,  where  he 
takes  an  active  part  in  Church  work ; Louisa  mar- 
ried Francis  Snyder,  and  both  are  now  deceased; 
Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Rinker,  a carpenter  of 
Saylorsburg ; Milton  married  Hellen  Miller,  and  is 
in  the  employ  of  his  brother  William  in  East 
Stroudsburg;  William  married  Rachel  Hobbs,  and 
conducts  a meat  market;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Featherman,  who  is  engaged  in  the  creamery  busi- 
ness in  Monroe  county;  C.  Ordella  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  and  Minnie  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  For  his  second  wife  the  father  wedded 
Mrs.  Mary  Hulsheiser,  who  is  now  living  in  Phil- 
lipsburg,  N.  J.,  with  her  daughter,  Mary  Engle. 
There  were  no  children  by  the  second  union.  Mrs. 
Bonser’s  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Lou- 
isa (Trach)  Shoemaker,  and  the  maternal  grand- 
parents George  and  Susan  W eiss. 

DAVID  M.  ROE.  While  “the  race  is  not  al- 
ways to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong,” 
the  invariable  law  of  destiny  accords  to  tireless 
energy,  industry  and  ability  a successful  career. 
The  truth  of  this  assertion  is  abundantly  verified  in 
the  life  of  David  M.  Roe,  the  well-known  post- 
master and  prominent  business  man  of  Fairdale, 
Susquehanna  county. 

Mr.  Roe  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  in  Jes- 
sup township,  December  23,  1850,  and  is  a son  of 
David  and  Sophia  (Dennis)  Roe,  who  were  natives 
of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1845,  locating  in  Jessup  township,  where 
the  father  carried  on  operations  as  a farmer  until 
called  from  this  life,  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  The  mother  died  in  1888,  at  the  same  age, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  by  his  side  in  the  Bolles  cem- 
etery. Both  were  sincere  Christians,  members  of 
the  'Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  their  family 
were  the  following  children : Elizabeth,  deceased 

wife  of  Jefferson  Roof;  Mary,  wife  of  Scott  Bald- 
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win,  a farmer  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn.;  Peter 
D.,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; Catherine,  wife  of  Edgar  Bolles,  a farmer 
of  Jessup  township;  Sarah,  widow  of  Paul  Over- 
field, of  Meshoppen,  Penn.;  David  M.,  our  subject; 
and  Emma,  wife  of  Thomas  Pettitt,  of  Susquehanna 
county. 

David  M.  Roe  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  becoming  per- 
fectly familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and  then 
purchased  a farm  in  Jessup  township,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully operated  for  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  rented  the  place  and  removed  to  the  village 
of  Fairdale,  where  he  bought  property  and  has 
since  made  his  home.  Purchasing  the  store  of 
Oscar  Downer,  he  embarked  in  merchandising,  anti 
has  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  also  done  an 
extensive  business  in  buying,  selling  and  shipping 
stock  to  New  York.  He  is  a wide-awake,  ener- 
getic business  man,  of  known  reliability,  and  has 
met  with  marked  success,  in  his  undertakings.  In 
political  views  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  served 
as  township  treasurer  for  three  terms.  He  was 
first  appointed  postmaster  of  Fairdale  in  1888,  un- 
der President  Cleveland's  administration,  and  with 
the  exception  of  four  years  has  since  continuously 
filled  that  office  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  its  many 
patrons.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Red  Men. 

In  1873  Mr.  Roe  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Susan  A.  Dimon,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren, namely:  Pearl,  who  married  Edwin  Adams, 

of  New  Milford,  June  6,  1899;  Nina,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school ; and  Madge,  at  home. 
The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a native  of  Sussex, 
N.  J.,  born  in  1851,  died  in  1888,  and  was  buried 
in  Bolles  cemetery.  Her  parents,  John  and  Cath- 
erine Ann  (Sheets)  Dimon,  were  married  in  Sus- 
sex county,  N.  J.,  and  there  continued  to  make 
their  home  until  the  spring  of  1861,  when  they  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  locating  on  the  farm 
in  Jessup  township  where  their  son  Jacob  S.  now 
resides.  Here  the  father  followed  farming  and 
dairying;  previously,  however,  he  had  worked  at 
the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  was  born  May  15,  1818, 
and  died  May  18,  1868;  his  wife,  born  September 
1,  1824,  died  May  16,  1898,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  the  Fairdale  cemetery.  There 
were  only  two  children  in  their  family : Jacob  S., 

and  Susan  Amelia,  wife  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Roe  was  again  married  in  1892,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Miss  Susan  Sheets,  a native 
of  New  Jersey  and  a most  estimable  lady.  Her 
parents,  Cyrus  and  Sarah  (Gunn)  Sheets,  removed 
from  that  State  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1851, 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  Jessup  township, 
where  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. Both  were  active  and  prominent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  served  as 
trustee  of  the  same.  He  was  a self-made  man, 
became  one  of  the  prosperous  and  influential  citi- 
zens of  the  county,  and  left  his  family  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  He  died  April  18,  1895, 


at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  the  mother  April 
2,  1878,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three,  and  both  were 
buried  in  Bolles  cemetery.  Their  children  were 
Mary,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead ; Susan,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Margaret  R.,  wife  of  Darius  Cris- 
man,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Jennie,  wife  of  Fre- 
mont Hamlin,  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susque- 
hanna county ; and  Bertha,  wife  of  Dayton  Sheets, 
who  is  also  living  on  the  old  homestead.  Mrs. 
Roe's  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Sheets,  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J. ; her  maternal 
grandfather,  Samuel  Gunn,  removed  from  that 
county  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  last  days  with 
a daughter. 

PETER  BENNETT,  a retired  blacksmith  and 
honored  citizen  of  Clifford,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  a native  of  that  county,  born  in  Gibson  township, 
Npvember  16,  1817. 

Mr.  Bennett’s  parents,  John  and  Margaret 
(Lott)  Bennett,  were  born  in  1789  and  1794,  re~ 
spectively,  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they  were 
reared  and  married,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  in  1810.  They  made  their  home  in  Gib- 
son township  for  fourteen  years,  and  then  removed 
to  Clifford  township,  where  the  father  followed 
farming  until  his  death,  in  1828;  the  mother  died 
in  1856,  their  remains  being  interred  in  a private 
burying-ground  in  Clifford  township.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Henry,  Benjamin  and  Wines,  all  now 
deceased;  Peter,  our  subject;  Mary  A.,  widow  of 
Mark  Dale,  and  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Abigail,  widow  of  Joseph  Halstead,  and  a resident 
of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county ; Sarah, 
who  has  been  married  three  times,  and  resides  in  the 
West;  John,  who  died  young;  and  Hulda,  who 
married  William  Bell,  and  lives  in  the  West.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Benjamin  Ben- 
nett, was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a lifelong  res- 
ident of  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; the  maternal  grand- 
father, Ichabod  Lott,  was  a native  of  Orange  county 
and  an  early  settler  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
where  he  died  in  Clifford  township. 

Peter  Bennett  remained  with  his  mother  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  then  served  a four- 
years’  apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in 
Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  next 
spent  three  years  in  Luzerne  countv,  and  during  the 
following  five  years  worked  at  his  trade  in  Brad- 
ford county,  Penn.,  being  afterward  similarly  em- 
ployed in  different  parts  of  Susquehanna  county 
until  1861,  when  he  rented  a shop  in  Clifford  and 
engaged  in  blacksmithing  on  his  own  account  for 
three  years.  Subsequently  he  followed  farming  in 
Clifford  township,  and  then  returned  to  the  village, 
where  he  successfully  engaged  in  his  chosen  calling 
until  he  retired  from  active  business,  in  1889. 

At  Orwell,  Penn.,  in  1839,  Mr.  Bennett  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Dimock,  a native  of  Schoharie  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of  Cicero  and  Mary  Dimock, 
of  that  State.  She  died  in  June,  1872,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-two  years,  and  was  buried  in  Clifford 
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township.  By  that  union  our  subject  had  three 
■children,  namely:  Elizabeth,  who  died  young; 

Sarah  Emaline,  wife  of  G.  H.  Stevens,  a prominent 
auctioneer  and  street  commissioner  of  Peckville, 
Penn. ; and  Benjamin  F.,  a leading  merchant  and 
postmaster  at  Clifford.  Mr.  Bennett  was  again 
married,  in  1872,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Ann  (Stage)  Stewart,  who  was  a native  of  Clifford, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Schoonover) 
Stage,  the  former  of  whom  was  a shoemaker  by 
trade.  She  passed  away  in  November,  1896.  To 
this  marriage  was  born  one  child,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Airs.  Bennett  had  one  child  by  her  first 
marriage,  Ella  Maud  Stewart,  who  now  makes  her 
home  with  our  subject. 

Since  coming  to  Clifford  township  Mr.  Ben- 
nett has  been  almost  continually  in  office,  having 
served  as  township  supervisor,  auditor,  school 
director,  poormaster,  etc.  He  is  a supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  and,  in  religious  connection,  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
During  his  long  residence  in  Susquehanna  county 
he  has  championed  every  movement  designed  to 
promote  the  general  welfare,  has  supported  every  en- 
terprise for  the  public  good,  and  has  materially 
aided  in  the  advancement  of  all  social,  educational 
and  moral  interests.  After  such  a useful  and  hon- 
orable career  he  can  well  afford  to  lay  aside  all 
business  cares  and  live  in  ease  and  retirement. 


WILLIAM  J.  RHINEVAULT,  a well-known 
blacksmith  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Fairdale, 
is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in  Forest 
Lake  township,  June  28,  1850,  a*son  of  John  and 
Mahala  (Strickland)  Rhinevault,  the  former  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Susquehanna 
county.  Both  died  in  Forest  Lake  township  and 
were  buried  in  Fair  Hill  cemetery.  The  father, 
who  was  by  occupation  a farmer  and  mason,  was 
born  June  27,  1785,  and  died  April  7,  1856;  the 
mother,  born  May  22,  1803,  died  March  26,  1885. 
Both  were  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  was  the  only  child 
born  of  their  union,  but  both  parents  had  other 
children  by  previous  marriages.  Tbe  father  first 
married  Anna  Gray,  and  the  children  born  to  them 
were  as  follows : Eunice,  deceased,  first  married 

a Air.  Thorp,  and  second  John  Strange;  John  G. 
is  deceased;  Mary  A.,  born  August  1,  1812,  is  now 
the  widow  of  Charles  Trobridge,  and  a resident 
of  \ estal,  Ah  Y. ; Sally  is  deceased;  Rev.  Seamour, 
a Methodist  Episcopal  minister^  is  also  deceased; 
Alfred  S.  was  one  of  the  boys  in  blue  during  the 
Civil  war,  was  captured,  and  starved  to  death  in 
Andersonville  prison ; Orman  B.  is  also  deceased ; 
Anna,  deceased,  married  ATathan  Weston;  Men- 
ville  is  a resident  of  Allegany  county,  Ah  Y. ; Syl- 
vester P.  was  shot  through  the  head  at  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness ; Ezra,  deceased,  was  also  a sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war ; Andrew  J.  is  a resident  of 
Aunda.  Livingston  Co.,  Ah  Y. ; and  Myron  P.,  Al- 


mira and  Chester  D.  are  all  deceased.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  first  married  James  Ball,  by  whom 
she  had  six  children,  namely : Rebecca,  Lavina, 

Julia,  Clarinda,  Hiram  and  Edward  (a  soldier  of 
the  Union  army).  Her  second  husband  was  the 
father  of  our  subject,  and  the  third  was  Jeremiah 
Rosenkrantz ; she  had  no  children  by  the  last  mar- 
riage. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  William  J.  Rhine- 
vault began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  first  work- 
ing as  a farm  hand  for  different  people.  When 
eighteen  he  commenced  learning  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  with 
Bela  Giffin,  with  whom  he  remained  for  six  months, 
and  the  same  length  of  time  was  employed  in  the 
blacksmith  shop  of  Jack  Brewster,  in  Montrose. 
He  then  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering  until 
1883,  when  he  resumed  work  at  his  trade,  opening 
a shop  of  his  own  at  Fair  Hill,  in  Forest  Lake 
township,  where  he  carried  on  farming  operations 
in  connection  with  his  trade  until  coming  to  Fair- 
dale  in  April,  1897.  He  has  since  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  blacksmithing.  He  is  an  expert  mechanic 
and  a good  workman,  and  has  met  with  a well- 
deserved  success  in  his  undertakings.  Fraternally 
he  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and  politically  is 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  For  six 
years  he  efficiently  served  as  school  director  in  For- 
est Lake,  and  a trust  reposed  in  him  has  never  been 
misplaced. 

On  December  22,  1870,  in  Forest  Lake,  Mr. 
Rhinevault  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Warner, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Mahala  E.,  at  home;  and  Fred  E.,  who  during  the 
war  with  Spain  enlisted  in  Company  G,  13th  P.  V.  I., 
and  was  stationed  at  Camp  McKenzie.  Mrs. 
Rhinevault  was  born  in  Pike  township,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  July  24,  1849,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Samuel  A.  and  Betsey  A.  (Marsh)  Warner,  also 
natives  of  Bradford  county.  Her  father  entered  the 
Union  service  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
was  starved  to  death  in  Andersonville  prison,  dying 
at  the  age  of  forty-five  years ; her  mother  is  still 
living,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  now 
makes  her  home  in  Herrickville,  Penn.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  them  were  as  follows:  John,  a resi- 

dent of  Herrickville;  Sarah,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Oscar,  a resident  of  Welcome,  Minn. ; Flaville,  a 
resident  of  Maple  Works,  Wis. ; Josephine,  wife 
of  Charles  S.  Wells,  of  Herrickville;  and  Samuel 
E.,  who  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

HENRY  C.  SPAFFORD,  one  of  the  worthy 
citizens  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  well  known 
as  a dairy  farmer,  was  born  in  Middletown  town- 
ship, that  county,  November  20,  1844,  a son  of 
Milton  R.  and  Lucy  (Sheldon)  Spafford,  both 
natives  of  New  Hampshire. 

Milton  R.  Spafford  was  a son  of  Samuel  Spaf- 
ford, who  came  from  the  old  Granite  State  in  the 
early  days  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  became  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Middletown  township.  Samuel 
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Spafford  cleared  up  a farm.  In  his  family  were 
the  following  children : Samuel,  who  married, 

lived  and  died  in  Middletown  township ; .Betsey, 
who  married  Joab  Pierce,  and  lived  in  Warren, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; Mary,  who  married  Daniel 
Baxter,  and  died  in  Middletown  township ; Milton 
R.,  our  subject’s  father;  Silas,  who  first  settled  in 
Friendsville,  Penn.,  and  then  went  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  still  lives ; and  Mehitable,  who  married 
Miles  Baldwin,  of  Middletown  township.  Milton 

R.  Spafford  bought  his  father’s  old  home  in  Mid- 
dletown, and  there  lived  and  died.  He  passed  to 
his  last  rest  in  July,  1872,  and  his  wife,  who  in  her 
maidenhood  was  Lucy  Sheldon,  died  in  1888.  He 
was  always  a supporter  of  either  the  Whig  or  Re- 
publican parties,  and  served  acceptably  in  a num- 
ber of  local  offices.  To  Milton  R.  Spafford  and 
wife  were  born  six  children,  namely : ( 1 ) Milton 
L.  enlisted  for  service  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
in  Company  D,  50th  P.  V.  L,  and  served  eighteen 
months,  when  he  became  ill  and  was  sent  home, 
dying  in  1863,  aged  twenty-five  years.  He  was  in 
a number  of  battles,  and  was  on  board  the  “Win- 
field Scott”  in  her  South  Carolina  engagement. 
(2)  Abijah  enlisted  at  the  first  call  for  troops  in 
1861,  becoming  a member  of  Company  G,  5th  New 
York  Cavalry,  and  served  under  Gen.  Phil  Sheri- 
dan. He  re-enlisted,  and  before  the  war  closed 
had  been  promoted  to  second  lieutenant.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  settled  upon  a farm  in  Middle- 
town  township,  where  he  died  in  1882.  He  mar- 
ried Annie  Strange.  (3)  Lucy  E.  married  Samuel 
Strange,  of  Bridgewater,  who  is  now  deceased,  and 
his  widow  resides  in  Owego,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y.  (4) 
Henry  C.  is  our  subject.  (5)  Mary  J.  married 

S.  J.  Davis,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where  she 
died  leaving  two  children,  Clara  and  Lucy.  (6) 
Samuel  L.,  of  Lestershire,  N.  Y.,  married  Emma 
Estus,  and  has  six  children,  Anna,  Jennie,  Blanche, 
Samuel,  Julia  and  Lucy. 

Henry  C.  Spafford  received  his  literary  train- 
ing in  the  district  schools  of  Middletown  town- 
ship, and  passed  his  time  out  of  school  hours  assist- 
ing in  the  work  on  the  farm.  When  the  cannon 
that  thundered  over  Fort  Sumter  awakened  the 
North  Mr.  Spafford  at  once  made  ready  to  do  bat- 
tle for  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  He  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  22nd  New  York  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and  served  under  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  returned  to  his  plow. 

In  1869  Mr.  Spafford  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Adaline  C.  Stone,  who  was  born  in  1844, 
a daughter  of  James  E.  and  Ammorillis  (Beebe) 
Stone,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools. 
After  their  marriage  the  young  couple  purchased 
the  old  Stone  homestead  and  continued  to  reside 
therein.  They  are  active  workers  in  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Birchardville,  and  take  a great  interest 
in  charitable  work.  Politically  Mr.  Spafford  has 
ever  given  his  hearty  support  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  party;  he  has  held  the  offices 


of  school  director  and  supervisor,  and  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  election  board  a number  of 
times.  He  is  a member  of  Rising  Sun  Grange, 
of  Birchardville,  and  finds  great  enjoyment  in  re- 
counting tales  of  the  smiles  and  tears  of  the  dark 
days  of  the  Rebellion  with  other  “boys  in  blue"  at 
Four  Brothers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Montrose.  Of  un- 
sullied reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity,  he  has 
won  and  maintained  the  respect  of  his  fellowmen. 

James  E.  Stone,  father  of  Mrs.  Spafford, 
was  born  in  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  a son  of  Canfield  and  Elmira  (Bostick) 
Stone,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  came  West  in 
the  early  pioneer  days.  James  E.  Stone  erected 
the  house  in  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spafford  now 
reside.  He  died  in  i860.  He  married  Ammorillis 
Beebe,  a native  of  Apolacon  township,  and  to  them 
were  born  seven  children : Adaline  C.,  Mrs.  Spaf- 

ford ; Diamond  B.,  now  a resident  of  the  State  of 
Washington ; Eunice  A.,  wife  of  C.  W.  Peckens,  a 
railroad  engineer  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; Canfield,  a 
hotel-keeper  at  Hopbottom,  Penn.,  who  was  in  the 
regular  army  three  years ; Horatio  B.,  a farmer  of 
Forest  Lake  township;  James  J.,  a farmer  of  Pike, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; and  Charlotte  A.,  who  was 
educated  at  Factoryville,  Penn.,  and  later  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Normal  School  at  Mansfield',  Penn., 
becoming  a successful  teacher  in  Susquehanna 
county  prior  to  her  marriage  to  Rev.  P.  R.  Tucker, 
of  Chicago.  She  is  a lady  of  high  culture  and  fine 
personal  attainments. 

ELEAZER  PRICE.  To  a lineage  which 
antedates  the  Revolutionary  war  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  added  luster  by  heroic  service  during  the 
Civil  war.  He  is  a prominent  farmer  and  lumber- 
man of  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county,  ranking 
high  among  its  foremost  citizens.  The  ancestral 
history  of  Mr.  Price  is  rich  in  historic  events. 

His  great-grandfather,  John  Price,  was  a native 
of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  of  English  extraction,  and 
in  religions  faith  was  a Quaker.  He  came  to  what 
is  now  Monroe  county  as  early  as  1765,  and  was. 
one  of  the  few  fortunate  settlers  who  escaped  the 
Indian  raids  and  massacres  which  occurred  on 
Brodhead’s  creek,  near  the  place  he  had  settled. 
During  those  troublesome  days  John  Price  con- 
cealed his  family  until  the  savages  had  departed. 
On  Brodhead’s  creek  he  cleared  up  a small  farm, 
and  here  he  remained  through  life.  The  problem 
of  living  was  then  much  simpler  than  now.  Wild 
game  abounded  in  the  surrounding  forests,  and 
furnished  an  abundance  of  meat.  Upon  this  small 
farm  Mr.  Price  passed  his  days  earning  a liveli- 
hood, and  he  passed  away  at  a good  old  age.  He 
had  a large  family,  the  seven  sons  being  as  follows : 
Charles,  who  was  killed  at  Fort  Pitt  during  the  war 
of  1812-15  ; Ichabod,  who  was  killed  at  Fort  Meigs; 
Joseph,  who  lived  for  a time  at  Shawnee,  them 
migrated  to  Ohio;  John,  who  married  and  lived  on 
Brodhead’s  creek,  where  he  died;  Benjamin,  who. 
settled  on  the  farm  in  Price  township  now  owned 
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by  Henry  Lesoine ; Samuel,  who  died  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Barrett ; and  Eleazer,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  who  settled  near  the  old  homestead 
until  later  in  life,  when  he  moved  across  the  creek 
into  Price  township. 

Eleazer  Price  was  born  in  what  is  now  Price 
township  in  1785.  He  married  Rachel  Drake,  fol- 
lowed farming,  and  was  killed  by  a train  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  near 
Stroudsburg.  He  raised  a family  of  eight  children, 
as  follows:  Maria,  who  married  Jacob  Henry,  and 

settled  in  Pocono;  Hulda,  who  married  Nathan 
Chitister,  and  settled  in  Calhoun  county,  Mich. ; 
Phyla,  who  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Price,  of  Bar- 
rett township;  Charles  J.,  father  of  our  subject; 
Anna,  who  married  James  Mayo,  and  settled  in 
Calhoun  county,  Mich. ; William,  for  a time  a farmer 
of  Barrett  township,  and  in  his  later  years  a resident 
of  Michigan ; Perry,  who  married  and  remained 
through  life  on  the  old  homestead;  and  Joseph,  the 
sole  survivor  of  the  family,  who  lived  for  many 
years  on  part  of  the  old  homestead,  and  now  resides 
with  his  son-in-law,  Charles  Bush,  in  Price  town- 
ship. 

Charles  J.  Price,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Price  township  October  29,  1814,  was  reared 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Price  township,  and  re- 
ceived a limited  education.  He  married  Miss  Su- 
sanna Yetter,  who  was  born  in  Smithfield  in  1818, 
and  after  marriage  settled  in  Barrett  township, 
near  the  Pike  county  line.  In  November,  1839,  he 
bought  a small  improvement,  where  he  cleared  up 
a farm  and  remained  through  life.  He  died  in 
1895,  his  wife  passing  away  in  1878.  They  reared 
a family  of  eight  sons,  as  follows : ( 1 ) Mathias, 

born  in  November,  1837,  at  Brodhead’s  creek.  He 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  4th  Regiment,  Pennsylva- 
nia Reserves,  Capt.  George  B.  Keller,  serving  eight- 
een months  in  the  McClellan  campaign,  was  dis- 
charged for  disability,  and  returning  home  died  the 
same  year.  (2)  Emery,  born  in  Barrett  in  1840, 
enlisted  in  February,  1864,  in  Battery  D of  a Penn- 
sylvania Artillery  regiment,  and  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  being  seriously  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Fort  Harrison.  Returning  home  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Pos- 
ten,  of  Price,  and  they  now  reside  at  East  Strouds- 
burg. (3)  Eleazer  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
(4)  Abram,  born  in  Barrett  in  1845,  married  Sarah 
A.  Mole,  of  Sterling,  Wayne  county.  They  reside 
in  Barrett,  and  have  three  children,  Edith,  Elsie 
and  Alice.  (5)  Francis  M.,  born  in  May,  1847, 
is  married  and  lives  in  Sullivan  county,  Penn.  (6) 
Sylvester,  born  in  1850,  married  Estella  Clark,  and 
lives  in  Barrett.  They  have  three  sons,  Austin, 
Percy  and  Russell.  (7)  William,  born  in  1852, 
died  when  a young  man.  (8)  Lafayette,  born  in 
1854,  married  Annie  Schroeder,  of  Stroudsburg, 
resides  in  Barrett  township,  and  has  eight  children, 
Zola  B.  (one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  Barrett 
township),  Francie  S.,  Charles,  William,  Lulu, 
Harry,  Willard  and  Eva. 


Eleazer  Price,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Bar- 
rett township  August  28,  1842.  He  attended  the 
Canadensis  schools,  three  and  one-half  miles  dis- 
tant, until  i860,  when  the  township  erected  a school 
nearer  his  home.  In  1864  he  enlisted,  at  Easton, 
in  Company  D,  2nd  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  the 
battery  being  sent  to  Camp  Cadwallader,  Philadel- 
phia, and  remaining  there  until  April,  1864,  when  it 
moved  to  Alexandria,  Ya.  There  the  regiment  was 
formed  and  named  the  "Provisional  2nd.”  Our 
subject  was  attached  to  Company  E,  under  Capt. 
Holman,  assigned  to  guard  trains  carrying  provis- 
ions to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  On  May  4,  1864, 
the  regiment  joined  Burnside’s  corps,  and  our  sub- 
ject participated  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
and  111  the  engagements  at  Spottsylvania,  North 
Anna  River  and  Cold  Harbor.  The  regiment 
marched  to  Petersburg,  June  17,  1864,  where  its 
losses  were  extremely  heavy,  exceeding  200  men. 
Here  our  subject  was  held  with  his  regiment  dur- 
ing the  siege,  and  engaged  July  30  in  the  terrible 
battle  of  the  mines,  as  it  is  known  in  history. 
Thence  moving  to  the  left,  to  the  Weldon  railroad, 
the  command  skirmished  and  joined  the  original 
regiment  at  Point  of  Rocks,  Va.  On  September 
29,  1864,  it  was  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Har- 
rison, onr  subject  remaining  on  duty  there  until 
fall,  when  they  returned  to  Point  of  Rocks  and  went 
into  winter  quarters.  In  the  spring  of  1865  they 
made  a charge  upon  the  enemy  from  Point  of 
Rocks  with  the  10th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
but  were  entrapped  by  the  Rebels,  the  10th  New 
York  losing  300  men  and  retreating.  After  the 
evacuation  of  Petersburg,  April  2,  the  regiment  was 
taken  to  Chester  Station,  on  the  Weldon  railroad, 
for  some  time,  proceeding  to  the  city  of  Petersburg 
and  doing  provost  duty  until  Lee  surrendered.  Mr. 
Price  was  honorably  discharged  in  January,  1866, 
at  City  Point. 

Returning  to  his  old  home  in  Monroe  county, 
the  young  soldier  engaged  in  lumbering.  In  1869 
he  married  Miss  Julia  Mole,  daughter  of  William 
Mole,  of  Sterling,  Wayne  county.  Purchasing  a 
portion  of  his  father’s  homestead,  the  part  upon 
which  stood  the  sawmill,  our  subject  has  since  his 
marriage  actively  engaged  in  farming  and  lumber- 
ing. His  wife  died  in  April,  1873,  leaving  three 
children : Rufus  L.,  Lyman  N.  and  Annie  J. 

Rufus  L.  was  born  in  January,  1870,  and  is  now 
living  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  unmarried,  and  em- 
ployed in  the  hard  rubber  works.  Lyman  was  born 
in  April,  1872,  has  received  a fair  education,  and  is 
now  filling  the  position  of  constable  in  Barrett  town- 
ship. Annie,  born  in  March,  1873,  is  the  wife  of 
William  F.  Monies,  now  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  stove  works  at  Pittston.  In  August,  1877, 
our  subject  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brown,  of  Mon- 
roe county,  and  by  this  marriage  has  one  child,  Ira 
S.,  born  in  June,  1878,  and  now  at  home;  he  is  a 
bright  young  man,  and  for  three  years  has  been 
assistant  secretary  of  the  school  board  of  Barrett. 

1 Airs.  Elizabeth  Price  died  in  November,  1883. 
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Later  our  subject  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Ejeubler, 
of  Barrett.  Politically  Mr.  Price  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  party.  His  father 
was  a Democrat  until  i860,  when,  approving  the 
policy  of  the  Republican  party,  he  became  one  of 
its  adherents,  and  voted  therewith  until  his  death. 
Our  subject  has  held  the  office  of  tax  collector,  and 
has  several  times  been  elected  to  the  office  of  school 
director  of  Barrett  township.  Pie  is  a member  of 
Wadsworth  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Stroudsburg,  and 
of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Pie  is  a prominent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

JOHN  L.  CAMPBELL,  for  the  past  ten  years 
a care-taker  of  engines  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railway  Co.  at  Tracy ville,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  is  a 
well  known  man  in  his  neighborhood.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  county,  born  in  July,  1842,  in  Hones- 
dale,  where  his  parents,  James  and  Annie  (Mc- 
Clain) Campbell,  were  among  the  earliest  settlers. 

James  Campbell  was  born  and  reared'  in  Ire- 
land, and  there  married  Annie  McClain,  who  was 
also  a native  of  that  country,  but  received  her  edu- 
cation in  France,  where  she  had  a fine  classical 
training.  In  1842  they  left  Ireland  for  America, 
and  after  landing  in  New  York  City  proceeded  by 
way  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal  to  Hones- 
dale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  which  thriving  place  was 
then  in  its  infancy.  They  made  the  journey  along 
with  the  Blake  brothers.  Mr.  Campbell  commenced 
work  at  once  with  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co., 
and  he  remained  in  their  employ  until  death  claimed 
him,  in  1871.  From  that  time  until  her  decease, 
which  occurred  in  1891,  the  widow  made  her  home 
with  her  son  John  L.  The  parents  were  both  mem- 
bers of  St.  Johns  Catholic  Church  in  Honesdale. 
Their  family  consisted  of  three  children — Eliza- 
beth, John  L.  and  Joseph,  of  whom  Elizabeth  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  remained  there  with  her  grand- 
parents until  she  was  ten  years  of  age,  when  she 
joined  her  parents  in  America.  She  received  her 
schooling  in  Honesdale,  obtaining  a good  practical 
education,  and  later  learned  dressmaking,  which  she 
has  ever  since  followed,  at  present  residing  in  New 
York  City.  She  is  unmarried.  Joseph  was  born 
in  Honesdale  in  1856,  ran  away  from  home  when 
ten  years  of  age,  and  was  last  heard  of  in  1872,  at 
which  time  he  was  in  Texas.  Daniel  Campbell, 
the  only  brother  of  James,  came  to  the  United  States 
a few  years  after  him  and  settled  in  Carbondale, 
Lackawanna  county,  where  he  died,  leaving  two 
sons — John  and  Peter,  who  died  and  were  buried 
in  Honesdale — and  one  daughter,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Arthurs,  and  resides  in  Bethany, 
Pennsylvania. 

John  L.  Campbell  grew  to  manhood  in  Hones- 
dale, where  he  was  given  a fair  training  in  the 
common  branches  during  his  attendance  at  the  pub- 
lic schools.  In  early  life  he  commenced  railroad- 
ing on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & W estern  road, 
on  which  he  was  employed  for  six  years  at  Scran- 
ton, Penn.,  and  later  he  worked  three  vears  for  the 


Delaware  & Hudson  Co.  After  his  marriage  he 
commenced  boating  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
canal,  at  which  he  continued  until  1873,  handling 
anthracite  coal  for  the  eastern  markets,  principally 
Kingston,  Tidewater  and  New  York.  He  next 
engaged  in  boat  building  and  repairing  with  Sam- 
uel B.  Halley  and  Christopher  Lane,  and  later 
worked  for  Mr.  Thomas  Sweeney  for  some  years, 
after  which  he  entered  the  axe  factory  of  White  & 
Co.  as  a skilled  workman,  remaining  with  them 
until  he  took  his  present  position  with  the  Erie  Co., 
in  1887.  He  is  employed  as  shifting  engineer,  or 
care-taker,  and  he  bears  the  reputation  of  being  an 
industrious,  reliable  man,  steady  in  his  habits  and 
trustworthy  in  the  capacity-  in  which  he  is  engaged. 
Mr.  Campbell  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  his  political 
preferences,  and  he  has  taken  quite  an  active  part 
in  the  workings  of  his  party  and  the  public  affairs 
of  his  locality.  For  twelve  years  he  has  held  the 
office  of  school  director  in  his  township  and  he  has 
also  served  as  detective  of  the  town  for  one  year, 
having  been  the  first  man  elected  to  that  position. 
He  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

In  July,  1871,  Mr.  Campbell  was  married  to 
Miss  Julia  Welch,  who  was  the  youngest  in  the 
family  of  six  children  of  William  and  Rose  Welch, 
natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  this  country  and 
settled  in  Honesdale  among  its  earliest  residents. 
Their  children  were  Mark ; Mary,  now  Mrs.  Henry 
Hagan,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; William,  who  died  in 
New  York;  Peter,  who  married  and  settled  in  New 
York;  Thomas,  a bargeman,  who  lives  in  Onondaga 
county,  N.  Y. ; and  Julia,  Mrs.  Campbell.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Campbell  settled  in  Honesdale  after  their  mar- 
riage, and  a few  years  ago  he  purchased  the  old 
Welch  homestead,  now  one  of  the  comfortable 
homes  in  Tracy  ville,  which  he  and  his  family  have 
since  occupied.  Six  children  have  blessed  their 
union — William,  born  in  May,  1873,  lives  at  home; 
Henrietta,  born  in  December,  1875 ; Robert  Leo, 
born  in  August,  1879,  is  engaged  as  clerk  with 
Mayes  & Hagan,  of  Scranton;  Walter  is  shipping 
clerk  for  Mr.  Leonard  Guckenberger,  of  Hones- 
dale; Mary,  born  August  16,  1884,  is  attending 
school  in  Honesdale;  and  Arthur,  born  in  1887,  died 
in  November,  1888.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  are 
devout  members  of  St.  Johns  Catholic  Church  in 
Honesdale,  and  socially  he  belongs  to  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians  in  the  same  town. 

CAPT.  JOSEPH  EDWIN  WEBB  (deceased) 
was  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  lo- 
cated here  when  this  locality  was  a wild  and  un- 
improved region.  Our  subject  was  an  important 
factor  in  its  development  and  prosperity,  and  al- 
ways faithfully  performed  his  duties  of  citizenship. 
He  became  widely  and  favorably  known,  made 
many  friends,  and  his  death  was  regarded  as  a loss 
to  the  entire  community. 

Capt.  Webb  was  a native  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, born  in  Bridgewater  township,  October  22, 
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1817.  He  was  a son  of  Stephen  and  Olive  (Shal- 
lor)  Webb,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Connecticut,  whence  they  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1812,  locating  in  Bridgewater  township, 
where  the  father  followed  his  trade  of  shoemaking. 
The  family,  then  consisting  of  parents  and  four 
children,  made  the  journey  in  a wagon  drawn  by 
oxen,  and  with  them  brought  a small  stove,  the 
iron  frame  of  which  is  still  used  by  the  family  in 
their  fireplace.  The  father  was  born  August  21, 
1779,  and  died  July  26,  1836,  while  the  mother  was 
born  October  6,  1778,  and  died  December  11,  1827, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Bridgewater 
cemetery.  Their  children  were  as  follows : Eliza, 
born  August  11,  1804,  died  October  20,  1805;  Ema- 
line,  born  July  13,  1806,  married  Oran  Williams, 
and  died  February  19,  1853;  James  H.,  born  April 

I,  1808,  died  April  29,  1878;  Lynda,  born  October 

II,  1810,  married  Jeremiah  Stevens,  and  died  May 
6,  1867;  Lucy  A.,  born  May  1,  1813,  married  Julius 
T.  Williams,  and  died  May  16,  1869;  and  Joseph  E. 
completed  the  family.  For  his  second  wife  the 
father  married  a Mrs.  Warner,  but  no  children  were 
born  to  them. 

In  early  life  Capt.  Webb  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  in  Montrose,  and  also  served  as  deputy 
postmaster  at  that  place  for  three  years.  In  1842 
he  purchased  the  present  homestead  of  the  family, 
comprising"  125  acres  of  wild  land,  which  has  since 
been  transformed  into  one  of  the  most  desirable 
farms  of  the  locality.  He  was  ever  quite  promi- 
nently identified  with  public  affairs,  especially  with 
the  State  militia,  in  which  he  served  as  first  lieu- 
tenant and  later  as  captain.  His  political  support 
was  always  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  was  a recognized  leader 
of  the  party  in  his  community.  He  held  several 
township  offices,  such  as  school  director,  etc.,  and 
gave  a liberal  support  to  all  measures  for  the  pub- 
lic good.  He  held  membership  in  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Montrose,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life 
was  found  true  and  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed 
in  him.  He  passed  away  March  4,  1882,  and  was 
buried  in  Bridgewater  township. 

At  Montrose  Capt.  Webb  was  married,  Septem- 
ber 29,  1841,  by  Elder  Albert  Post,  a Baptist  min- 
ister, to  Miss  Susannah  Post  Hinds,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following  children : George 
W.,  born  September  29,  1842,  died  from  the  effects 
of  his  service  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion ; Henry 
E.,  born  July  31,  1844,  married  Jennie  (Thomas) 
Churchill,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Franklin 
township;  Stephen  G.,  born  June  6,  1848,  married 
(first)  Viancy  Reynolds,  (second)  Mrs.  Susan  Du 
Bois,  and  now  lives  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Eliza- 
beth P.,  born  November  9,  1850,  married  (first) 
Asa  Kenyon,  and  (second)  Henry  Pittslev,  of 
Sayre,  Penn. ; Frederick  M.,  born  September  6,  1853, 
lives  with  his  mother  ; William  B.,  born  April  23,  1857, 
is  represented  elsewhere ; Huldah  M.,  born  January 
30,  i860,  is  the  widow  of  Byron  Green,  and  resides 
with  her  mother  on  the  old  homestead ; and  Harry 


J.,  born  August  4,  18C2,  married  Jennie  Wiers,  and 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Bridgewater  township. 
Byron  Green  was  born  August  3,  i860,  was  a farm- 
er and  carpenter,  and  died  April  4,  1887,  leaving  one 
child,  Bina.  He  was  a son  of  Samuel  and  Amanda 
(Dwight)  Green,  the  father  a local  preacher  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  The  Webb  family  is  one  of  promi- 
nence in  social  as  well  as  business  circles,  and  two 
of  ^he  sons  are  now  successfully  operating  the 
home  farm,  comprising  200  acres  of  valuable  land 
on  the  hill-top.  They  are  wide-awake  and  progress- 
ive business  men,  of  known  reliability. 

Mrs.  Webb,  a most  estimable  lady,  was  born 
in  Bridgewater  township,  November  25,  1819,  a 
daughter  of  Conrad  Gerard  and  Huldah  (Harris) 
Hinds,  who  were  natives  of  Micldleboro,  Mass.,  and 
North  Sea,  Long  Island,  respectively,  and  were  mar- 
ried at  Montrose,  Penn.,  May  2,  1808.  Mr.  Hinds 
became  a prominent  farmer  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, held  a number  of  local  offices  of  trust,  and  was 
a deacon  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Montrose. 
He  was  born  January  26,  1785,  and  died  October 
26,  i860,  while  his  wife  was  born  January  30,  1791, 
and  died  September  25,  1879,  both  being  buried  on 
a part  of  the  old  farm  in  Bridgewater  township. 
Their  children  were  as  follows:  Ruth  A.,  born  June 
23,  1811,  married  Benjamin  Holbrook,  and  died 
March  7,  1882;  Polly  A.,  born  April  29,  1814,  mar- 
ried Hiram  Hibbart,  and  died  April  18,  1884;  Will- 
iam B.,  born  December  25,  1817,  died  October  19,. 
1886;  Susannah  P.,  Mrs.  Webb,  born  November  25,. 
1819,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  Jane  H.,  born 
March  1,  1822,  married  Charles  Sprout,  and  died 
September  23,  1889 ; Catherine  G.,  born  September 
18,  1827,  married  Amos  Sprout,  and  lives  in  Ly- 
coming county,  Penn. ; James  M.,  born  December 
18,  1825,  died  July  20,  1826;  Conrad  G.,  born 
February  18,  1831,  died  December  28,  1831 ; and 
Huldah  H.,  born  May  29,  1833,  married  Asa  Bur- 
rows, and  lives  in  Lycoming  county.  Mrs.  Webb's 
paternal  grandparents,  Capt.  Bartlet  and  Agnes 
(Rugg)  Hinds,  of  Middleboro,  Mass.,  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  day.  The  grand- 
father was  a distinguished  officer  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  His  children  were  Conrad  G.,  father  of 
Mrs.  Webb;  Susannah,  wife  of  Isaac  Post;  and 
Bartlett,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Mrs. 
Webb’s  maternal  grandparents,  David  and  Hannah 
Harris,  of  Long  Island,  were  also  pioneers  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  the  former  took  up  400 
acres  of  land,  but  as  he  bought  it  under  the  Con- 
necticut title  fie  afterward  lost  the  place,  after  hav- 
ing built  thereon  a saw  and  gristmill.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Nancy,  wife  of  Samuel  Quick ; Huldah, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Webb;  and  Hannah,  wife  of  Back- 
us Fessenden. 

G.  EDWIN  BURDICK,  a representative 
citizen  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
who  is  actively  identified  with  its  agricultural  in- 
terests, was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Julv  16,  1830. 
His  father,  Elias  Burdick,  was  a native  of  Hopkin- 
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ton,  that  State,  and  a son  of  Kendall  and  Hannah 
(Gray)  Burdick.  In  1824  he  married  Miss  Eliza 
Wilcox,  also  a native  of  Hopkinton,  and  a daughter 
of  Gideon  Wilcox,  who  spent  his  entire  life  as  a 
fisherman  in  Rhode  Island.  Elias  Burdick,  who 
was  a machinist  by  trade,  died  in  his  native  State  in 
1844,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years.  In  the  fall  of 
1850  his  wife,  accompanied  by  her  five  children, 
came  to  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  she  died  in  January,  1852.  at  the  age  of  fifty 
years.  In  their  family  were  John  B.,  a retired 
carpenter,  of  Clifford  township,  who  married  Sa- 
lina  Brickill ; George  Edwin,  our  subject;  Albert 
C.,  a retired  mechanic  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  who  first 
married  Hannah  Burdick  and  second  Elizabeth 
Birch;  Hannah,  a resident  of  Scranton;  Mary  E., 
deceased  wife  of  Elisha  Burdick;  and  Jane,  wife  of 
Marion  Finn,  a contractor  of  Scranton. 

At  the  early  age  of  nine  years  G.  Edwin  Bur- 
dick entered  a cotton  factory,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  nineteen  years,  and  then  came  to  Clifford 
township  and  worked  as  a wood  turner  in  the  chair 
manufactory  of  his  father-in-law  for  four  years. 
In  1889  he  purchased  his  present  fine  farm  of  11S 
acres  and  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits  with  good  results.  He  is 
a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has 
never  sought  political  preferment. 

In  August,  1851,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  Mr.  Burdick  married  Miss  Martha  Burdick, 
and  to  them  the  following  children  have  been  born : 
Norris  ].,  born  October  31,  1852,  married  Dian- 
tha  Buchanan,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Her- 
rick township;  Franklin,  born  May  22,  1854,  mar- 
ried Dora  Tuttle,  and  resides  in  Richmond  Dale, 
Lackawanna  county;  Henry,  born  October  22,  1856, 
married  Angie  Millett  and  is  in  the  laundry  busi- 
ness in  Scranton  ; Edgar  G.,  born  October  7,  1858, 
married  Emma  Raynor  and  is  clerking  in  Union- 
dale,  Penn.;  Willis  E.,  born  January  4,  1861,  is  at 
home ; Abraham,  born  April  7,  1863,  married  Flora 
Arthur  and  lives  in  New  Orange,  N.  J. ; Lilly  M., 
born  November  28,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Har- 
ris, of  Richmond  Dale ; and  Almina,  born  March  4, 
1871,  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  months. 

Mrs.  Burdick  was  born  in  Clifford  township, 
December  25,  1831,  and  is  a daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Thankful  ( Burdick)  Burdick,  both  natives  of 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.  They  were  married  in  Clifford 
township.  The  father  followed  farming  throughout 
life  and  took  a very  active  and  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs,  filling  the  offices  of  school  director, 
poormaster  and  supervisor  for  six  years  each.  He 
died  in  August,  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-five  years, 
his  wife  in  May,  1871,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three, 
and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Burdick  cemeterv. 
Martha,  wife  of  our  subject,  is  the  eldest  of  their 
children ; Hannah,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Albert 
Burdick ; Elias  and  Arminda  both  died  unmarried ; 
and  Nettie,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Luther  Wells, 
of  Clifford  township.  The  grandparents  of  Mrs. 
Martha  Burdick  were  Kendall  and  Hannah  (Gray) 


Burdick,  who  were  also  the  paternal  grandparents 
of  her  husband.  They  were  born  in  Rhode  Island 
and  spent  their  last  days  in  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

CORNELIUS  P.  BROWN,  a representative 
farmer  and  dairyman  of  Oakland^  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  in  County  Donegal, 
Ireland,  in  1845,’ and  is  a son  of  Patrick  and  Annie 
(O'Donald)  Brown,  also  natives  of  County  Done- 
o-ab  the  former  born  in  1817,  the  latter  in  1807. 
They  continued  to  make  their  home  on  the  Emeralo 
Isle  until  1847.  when  they  crossed  the^  broad  At- 
lantic and  took  up  their  residence  in  Lister  coun- 
tv, N.  Y.,  where  the  father  was  employed  on  public 
works  for  some  time.  Later  they  made  their  home 
in  Honesdale,  Penn.,  for  two  years,  and  then  lo- 
cated at  Mountain  Home,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  was  employed  in  a tannery  for  a number  of  years. 
There  he  died  in  1874,  after  which  the  mother 
made  her  home  with  our  subject  until  she  too  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  in  1898.  Cornelius  P.  is 
the  oldest  of  their  three  children.  (2)  Patrick, 
born  in  Lister  county,  N.  Y .,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Mountain  Home,  and  married  Annie 
M.  Felker,  of  that  place.  They  now  reside  in  East 
Bethany,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  employed  as  operator' 
on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad. 
Their  children  are  Rosie,  a telegraph  operator  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; and  William.  (3)  Dominick,  born  in 
Spragueville,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  was  employed  in  smelting  works 
when  last  heard  from  in  1880. 

Cornelius  P.  Brown  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Wayne  and  Monroe  counties,  and 
began  his  business  career  as  an  employe  in  a tannery 
at  Mountain  Home.  In  1868  he  married  Miss 
Catherine  Ivave,  of  Monroe  county,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  live  until  after  the  death  of  his  wife  in 
1873.  To  them  were  born  four  children,  namely: 
Annie,  now  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Charles, 
who  was  born  in  Mountain  Home  and  is  now  a 
machinist  in  the  employ  of  the  Susquehanna  Rail- 
road Company ; Eugene,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
place  and  is  now  a machinist  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; and 
Cornelius,  who  died  in  childhood. 

For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Brown  married  Miss 
Annie  Callahan,  of  Mountain  Home,  who  was  born 
in  Ireland,  in  1851,  a daughter  of  Bernard  and 
Annie  (Boyle)  Callahan,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  her  native  land.  She  lost  her  mother 
when  young  and  after  that  sad  event  came  to 
America,  working  as  a domestic  in  Mountain  Home 
until  her  marriage.  In  1882  Mr.  Brown  purchased 
the  Slager  farm  three  miles  west  of  Susquehanna, 
in  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  county,  on 
which  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  has  made 
many  improvements  upon  the  place,  clearing  land, 
remodeling  his  residence  and  erected  a good  barn. 
In  1895  he  embarked  in  the  milk  business  in  Sus- 
quehanna, and  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a large 
trade  along  that  line.  He  commenced  life  a poor 
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boy,  but  by  industry,  perseverance  and  close  atten- 
tion to  business  has  succeeded  in  securing  a comfort- 
able home  for  himself  and  family.  He  is  a man 
of  sterling  worth,  honest  and  upright  in  his  dealings, 
and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  the  people  of  his  com- 
munity. He  ana  his  family  are  connected  with  the 
Catholic  Church  of  Susquehanna.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  has  always  been  a stalwart  Democrat,  and 
although  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  he  never 
served,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to 
his  business  interests.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr. 
Brown  has  had  ten  children,  namely  : Katie,  who  was 
born  in  Olyphant,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1877,  and 
is  now  attending  the  Susquehanna  schools ; Corneli- 
us, born  in  Lanesboro,  Harmony  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  in  June,  1878;  Dominick,  born  in 
the  same  place,  in  April,  1880;  Mary,  who  was  born 
in  Lanesboro,  in  1882,  and  died  in  childhood;  Mary, 
born  at  the  present  home  of  the  family  in  Oakland 
township,  in  August,  1885  ; Willie,  born  in  January, 
1S87;  Frank,  born  in  December,  1888;  Ellen,  who 
died  in  childhood;  James,  born  in  November,  1893; 
and  Maggie,  who  died  in  childhood. 

DA\  ID  L.  BRYANT.  The  name  of  Bryant 
is  one  which  will  ever  cling  to  the  first  century  of 
development  of  northeastern  Pennsylvania.  Its 
members  have  been  truly  representative  citizens — 
representatives  of  sterling  traits  of  character,  of  the 
privations  of  pioneer  life,  and  of  the  success  which 
came  to  those  who  persevered. 

David  L.  Bryant,  a farmer  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  that  town- 
ship March  5,  1843,  son  °f  Enos  and  Almira 
(Lamb)  Bryant.  Enos  Bryant  was  born  in  Marl- 
boro, \ t.,  March  19,  1804,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Marcy  (Philips)  Bryant,  of  Marlboro,  Vt.  Jo- 
seph Bryant,  who  • was  of  English  ancestry,  re- 
mained throughout  life  a resident  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  but  several  of  his  children  be- 
came identified  with  the  development  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.  He  was  thrice  married.  By 
his  first  wife,  Annie  Angell,  his  children  were  as 
follows:  (1)  Fanny.  (2)  David  Bryant,  who  came 
when  a young  man  to  Susquehanna,  married  and 
settled  on  a farm  in  Jackson,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  leaving  a family.  (3)  Jonathan  Bryant 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  1793.  (4)  Anna  Bryant, 
born  in  Vermont  in  1795,  became  the  wife  of  Dea- 
con Norris,  of  Jackson,  where  they  both  died,  leav- 
ing two  sons — Elias  and  Henry — now  residents  of 
New  Mexico,  and  one  daughter — Eliza,  wife  of 
Billings  Burdick,  of  New  Milford.  (5)  Joseph 
Bryant,  born  in  Vermont  in  1797.  came  to  Jackson 
and  for  a short  time  followed  lumbering,  later  mak- 
ing his  home  in  Susquehanna,  where  he  died.  He 
was  educated  for  the  ministry  and  became  an  ex- 
horter,  often  preaching  in  the  Baptist  Congregation. 
He  left  a family.  (6)  Amy  Bryant  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont in  April,  1801.  For  his  second  wife,  Joseph 
Bryant  married  Marcy  Philips,  of  Vermont,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  five  children,  namely;  (1) 


Enos  was  the  father  of  our  subject.  (2)  Polly  Bry- 
ant became  the  wife  of  Bowen  Matterson,  of  Jackson, 
where  they  lived  for  some  time  and  then  moved  to 
Wisconsin,  where  he  died.  His  wife  returned  to 
Jackson,  where  she  died,  leaving  no  family.  (3)  Ira 
Bryant,  born  in  Vermont,  in  Aprd,  1808,  married  and 
settled  in  Vermont.  (4)  Sebe  Bryant,  born  in  Vermont 
in  1810,  came  to  Jackson,  married  Miss  Louisa  Fin- 
ney and  settled  near  the  old  home  in  Jackson;  he 
later  moved  to  Susquehanna,  where  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  trade  until  Ins  death ; his  wife  is  still  a 
resident  of  that  city.  He  left  two  children — Lydia, 
now  widow  of  George  Brown,  of  Susquehanna,  and 
Olive,  wife  of  a Mr.  Bushnell,  of  Ninevah,  N.  Y. 
(5)  Alva  Bryant,  born  in  Vermont  in  1813,  came 
to  Jackson,  and  married  Elizabeth  Gager,  of  Wayne 
county,  and  he  now  resides  in  Susquehanna.  They 
have  five  children — Edward,  a resident  of  Susque- 
hanna county  ; Will,  of  Susquehanna  ; Paulina,  wife 
of  John  Smith,  of  Illinois;  Ira,  of  Wayne  county; 
and  Fannie,  of  Wayne  county.  On  December  13, 
1831,  Joseph  Bryant  married,  for  his  third  wife, 
Phoebe  Charter.  There  were  no  children  born  of 
this  union. 

Enos  Bryant,  father  of  our  subject,  was  edu- 
cated in  his  native  place,  and  early  in  his  ‘teens  mi- 
grated to  Susquehanna  county,  which  was  then  main- 
ly a wilderness.  In  Jackson  township  he  married 
Miss  Almira  Lamb,  daughter  of  Major  Joel  Lamb, 
who  had  been  an  officer  in  the  American  army  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  was  a man  of  superior  strength  of 
body  and  much  force  of  character.  He  had  eleven 
children,  of  whom  Almira,  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  the  seventh.  He  took  up  four  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Jackson  township  in  1815,  and  became 
one  of  the  most  prominent  residents  of  the  town- 
ship. After  his  marriage  Enos  Bryant  settled  in  the 
woods  on  the  Lenox  and  Harmony  Pike,  where  he 
cleared  up  a good  farm,  erecting  good  buildings 
and  making  an  attractive  home  in  the  wilderness, 
and  there  he  remained  through  life.  He  was  a 
Henry  Clay  Whig  and  later  a Republican.  For 
many  years  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Jackson 
township.  He  died  in  1873,  and  his  wife  in  i860. 
Of  their  eight  children,  three — John  F.,  Emily  and 
William  H. — died  in  childhood.  The  others  were 
as  follows:  (1)  Frank,  born  in  May,  1828,  mar- 
ried Miss  Annie  Curtis,  of  Oakland  township. 
They  resided  in  Jackson,  where  Air.  Washburn  now 
lives,  and  he  cleared  up  a fine  farm  and  erected 
good  buildings.  He  left  a wife  and  four  children, 
Alice,  wife  of  Commodore  Duran,  of  Oakland ; 
Wallace,  a resident  of  Paterson,  N.  J. ; Verne,  wife 
of  Horace  Case,  of  Preston,  Wayne  county ; and 
Butler,  a resident  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.  (2) 
Harvey,  born  in  January,  1830,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  enlisting  in  the  177th  P.  V.  L,  and  par- 
ticipated in  a number  of  battles.  He  married  De- 
mila  Dann,  of  Danville,  N.  Y.,  and  they  now  reside 
in  Harmony  township.  Their  children  are — Jen- 
nie, Dora,  Delana,  Della,  Grant  and  Homer.  (3) 
Frederick,  born  in  December,  1831,  was  well  edu- 
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cated  in  the  Harford  schools  and  was  a teacher  in 
the  county  for  several  years.  He  married  Miss 
Adelia  Barrett,  daughter  of  William  Barrett,  of 
Jackson,  and  they  settled  on  the  old  homestead 
there,  where  he  died  leaving  three  children — Ernest, 
of  Cincinnati;  C.  S.,  now  of  the  old  home;  and 
Lula,  wife  of  Lagrand  Larrabee,  of  Susquehanna. 
(4)  John  Newton,  born  in  March,  1840,  was  a 
soldier  111  the  Civil  war  and  died  while  in  service 
at  Fort  Lincoln ; he  had  enlisted  in  Company  M,  2nd 
Penn.  Artillery,  was  in  service  two  years  before  his 
death,  and  was  a very  promising  young  man. 

David  L.  Bryant,  our  subject,  is  the  youngest 
of  this  family.  He  grew  up  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Jackson. 
In  September,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  M, 
1st  New  York  Mounted  Rilles,  under  Capt.  Masten 
and  Col.  C.  C.  Dodge.  He  was  sworn  in  at  New 
York  as  a private.  Among  the  engagements  in 
which  he  participated  were  the  following:  Zuni, 
October  25,  1862 ; Blackwater  Bridge,  October, 
1862;  Providence  Church,  March,  1863 ; Charles 
City,  1863;  Providence  Church,  1863;  James  Ford, 
November,  1862;  Isle  of  Wight,  December  11, 
1862;  Edenton  Road,  April,  1863;  Scotts  Mills, 
May,  1863;  Jackson,  North  Carolina,  July,  1863  ; 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  in  May  and  June; 
West  Point,  June  15,  1864;  Darby  Town  Road, 
December  16  to  29;  at  Warsaw;  Seven  Pines 
and  the  fall  of  Petersburg;  at  Weldon  Railroad 
in  1864;  Murfreesboro,  1864;  and  some  other 
eighty-five  engagements.  He  re-enlisted  in  the 
same  company  and  regiment  now  known  as  the 
4th  Provisional  Cavalry,  commanded  bv  Col.  Edwin 
Sumner  and  was  mustered  out  on  November  29, 
1865,  at  City  Point,  Virginia,  with  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant. 

Returning  home  he  married,  in  January,  1869, 
Miss  Abbie  Lewis,  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Mary  A.  Lewis,  members  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  New  Milford.  They  settled  at  his  present  home 
in  Jackson,  where  he  bought  the  James  Potter  im- 
provement. On  this  place  he  erected  a fine  two- 
story  house,  good,  substantial  barns,  and  made  gen- 
eral improvements,  now  owning  one.  of  the  well- 
cultivated  farms  of  Jackson  township.  His  worthy 
wife  died  October  12,  1879,  leaving  three  children: 
Minnie  M.,  born  in  1871,  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Tuck- 
er, who  is  in  mercantile  business  at  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; 
Forest  L.,  born  April  14,  1874,  also  in  mercantile 
business  in  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; and  Grace  L.,  born  Janu- 
ary, 1877,  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Perry,  of  Jack- 
son.  For  his  second  wife  our  subject  in  1880  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Lewis,  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
She  was  born  in  New  Milford  in  March,  1854.  By 
his  second  marriage  our  subject  has  five  children: 
Frank  N.,  born  October  21,  1881  ; Bertie  F.,  born 
June  24,  1883:  Leon  D.,  born  May  3,  1886;  Benja- 
min H.,  born  June  28,  1888;  and  Tracy  L.,  born 
May  19,  1896. 

Politically  Mr.  Bryant  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  held  the 


office  of  supervisor  of  Jackson  nine  years.  Relig- 
iously himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  Our  subject  is  a prominent  member 
of  Myron  French  Post  No.  512,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Jack- 
son.  He  is  a worthy  representative  of  the  old  re- 
spected family  from  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
who  settled  in  Susquehanna  county  when  life  was  a 
struggle  to  make  a home  from  the  wilderness ; 
through  their  persevering'  energy  and  honest  indus- 
try, they,  like  many  other  New  England  families 
who  came  here,  became  prosperous.  They  cleared 
up  good  farms,  erected  good  homes  and  became 
identified  with  all  the  interests  of  their  new  homes 
in  Pennsylvania.  Their  sires  were  honest  and  God- 
loving  people  who  helped  to  establish  schools  and 
churches,  and  were  leading  men  and  women  in  their 
day.  The  present  generation  are  men  of  worth  and 
are  well-known  in  this  county  as  among  the  solid 
citizens.  Our  subject,  David  L.,  has  been  identified 
with  all  the  local  interests  of  Jackson  from  his 
youth.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  offered 
his  services  and  life  to  the  Government  in  defense 
of  his  country,  and  as  a soldier  he  did  his  full  duty, 
as  the  many  engagements  in  which  he  participated 
will  testify.  As  a citizen  our  subject  is  loved  and 
respected,  for  his  neighbors  speak  of  him  and  family 
in  the  highest  terms. 

TIFFANY.  Of  the  sturdy  men  and  women 
who  came  to  the  wilds  of  northeastern  Pensylva- 
nia  a century  or  more  ago  and  made  homes  for 
themselves  and  their  posterity,  cleared  up  the  for- 
ests, dotted  its  hillsides  and  valleys  with  churches 
and  school  houses,  and  otherwise  aided  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  grand  county  of  Susquehanna, 
with  its  high  character  of  citizens,  none  were  of  a 
better  type  than  those  coming  from  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  among  whom  were  the  Tiffanvs. 

Along  toward  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, and  in  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth,  there 
came  to  northeastern  Pennsylvania  from  the  New 
England  homestead  of  the  Tiffany  family  at  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  several  brothers,  sons  of  John  and 
Deliverance  (Parmenter)  Tiffany,  among  whom 
were  Capt.  John  Tiffany,  who  settled  at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Wayne  county;  Humphrey,  Zachariah  and 
Hezekiah  Tiffany,  in  New  York;  and  Noah.  Hosea. 
and  Thomas  Tiffany,  in  Susquehanna  county — all 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  These  several  brothers 
had  descended  from  Esquire  Humphrey  Tiffany, 
who  came  from  England  in  1663,  and  settled  in 
Rehoboth,  Mass.,  their  line  being  through  James 
and  John. 

Hosea  Tiffany,  son  of  John  Tiffany,  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  born  in  1754,  was  the  leader  of  the 
“Nine  Partners”  who  came  to  the  lands  of  Susque- 
hanna (then  Luzerne)  county  in  the  spring  of  1790 
and  purchased  a tract  of  land  four  miles  long  and 
one  mile  wide,  lying  in  what  is  now  Idarford  town- 
ship. In  1792  he  came  with  his  family  and  set- 
tled permanently.  He  was  one  of  the  county  com- 
missioners of  Luzerne  county  before  the  formation 
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of  the  county  of  Susquehanna,  and  of  the  new 
county  in  1814;  was  also  a justice  of  the  peace  from 
1799  until  1&12,  when  Susquehanna  county  was 
erected.  His  cabin  home  stood  on  the  present  site 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Harford.  He  had 
married,  in  Massachusetts,  Anna  N.  YVilmarth,  and 
their  children,  born  before  they  came  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, were:  Hosea,  Amos  and  Nancy.  The  father 
died  in  1833.  Hosea  Tiffany,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the 
county  commissioners  in  1822.  In  about  1813  he 
was  commissioned  a justice  of  the  peace,  which 
office  he  resigned  in  1826,  but  was  again  commis- 
sioned in  1831  and  served  until  his  death  in  1836. 
He  married  Polly  Sweet.  Amos  Tiffany  as  early 
as  1817  kept  a tavern,  residing  in  the  homestead  of 
his  father,  and  later  built  what  was  known  as  the 
"Cow  House,"  in  Harford.  Of  the  next  generation 
(grandchildren  of  Hosea  Tiffany),  William  C.  Tif- 
fany, son  of  Hosea  Tiffany,  jr.,  succeeded  his  father 
to  the  homestead  and  was  also  a justice  of  the  peace 
for  a number  of  years. 

Thomas  Tiffany,  son  of  John  Tiffany,  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  was  born  in  1756,  and  married,  in  1779, 
Melatiah  Tingley,  who  was  born  in  1762,  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Tingley,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.  In  the 
fall  of  1794  Thomas  Tiffany  with  his  family  joined 
the  “Nine  Partners"  settlement.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  in  died  1835.  The  children  born  to  them  in 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  were  Lorinda,  Alfred,  Thomas, 
Pelatiah,  Tingley,  Dalton  and  Lewis,  while  those 
born  after  their  settlement  in  Pennsylvania  were 
Betsey,  Millie,  Preston  and  Orville.  The  father  lo- 
cated on  a part  of  the  “Nine  Partners"  tract  of  land, 
and  there  engaged  in  farming  throughout  life.  He 
was  commissioned  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1799.  Of 
the  children,  Alfred  settled  near  Kingsley’s  Sta- 
tion, and  there  resided  until  his  death,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Judson.  Thomas  resided  north 
of  the  "Nine  Partners.”  Pelatiah  resided  in  Brooklyn 
township.  Dalton  was  a resident  of  Harford,  on 
lands  adjoining  the  old  homestead.  Lewis  lived  ad- 
joining his  brother  Thomas,  Preston  lived  m D kn- 
ock township,  and  Orville  in  Wyoming  county, 
Tingley  settled  north  of  the  “Nine  Partners"  set- 
tlement; he  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Noah  Tiffany,  son  of  John  Tiffany,  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  was  born  July  7,  1752.  His  first  wife, 
Hannah  (Carpenter),  was  born  in  1761,  and  died 
ii.  1783,  and  on  September  25,  1786,  he  married 
Mary  Olney.who  was  born  in  1759,  and  died  in  1837, 
in  Gibson,  Penn.  He  settled  in  Brooklyn  township  in 
1809,  and,  like  his  brothers,  Hosea  and  Thomas,  was 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lived.  He  owned  the  land  bn  which  a part  of 
Brooklyn  village,  in  the  Hop  Bottom  Valley,  stands. 
In  1810  Joshua  Miles  built  a large  frame  house  in  the 
village  which  afterward  became  known  as  the  "Ab- 
bey,” and  in  this  Noah  Tiffany  kept  the  postoffice 
and  hotel  in  1817.  He  died  July  19.  1818,  and  was 
succeeded  as  postmaster  by  bis  son,  Arunah  Tiffany. 
Noah  Tiffany  was  a member  of  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Bridgewater,  organized  in 
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Brooklyn  in  1810,  and  was  a deacon  of  the  Society 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1818.  The  children  of 
his  first  marriage  were:  Jemima,  born  August  2, 

1782,  married,  November  11,  1804,  Eliab  Parrar, 
and  died  April  21,  1874.  Hannah,  born  December 
16,  1783,  married,  September  19,  1810,  Wells  Stan- 
ley, and  died  March  4,  1874.  Arunah  is  men- 
tioned farther  on.  To  the  second  marriage  were 
born:  Olney,  born  in  1787,  married  Mercy  Mil- 

ler, and  died  May  2,  1831.  Mary,  born  September 
15,  1789,  married,  June  12,  1814,  Charles  Perrigo, 
and  died  March  25,  1819.  Amy,  born  August  9, 
1791,  died  March  1,  1808.  Noah,  born  May  10, 
1793,  married,  November  25,  1817,  Charlotte  Sea- 
ver,  and  died  December  25,  1878.  John,  born  May 
22,  1795,  married  Catharine  Van  Bramer,  and  died 
in  January,  1863.  Clarissa  married,  in  1829,  David 
Waterman,  and  died  January  22,  1869.  Loring, 
born  January  20,  1798,  died  October  24,  1805. 

Melinda,  born  October  16,  1801,  married,  January 
11,  1825,  Myron  Lindsey,  and  died  December  16, 
1891. 

Arunah  Tiffany,  son  of  Noah  Tiffany,  and  the 
father  of  Hon.  George  B.  Tiffany,  of  Gibson,  was 
born  Augut  8,  1785,  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  came 
to  what  is  now  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1806,  settling  on  the  highest  point  of 
“Kentuck”  hill,  a locality  that  is  said  to  have  taken 
its  name  from  an  incident  occurring  in  the  early 
settlement  of  the  country.  As  related,  an  old  Ken- 
tucky hunter  came  through  the  western  part  of 
Gibson  township,  and,  being  struck  with  the  beau- 
tiful country,  said  it  was  “equal  to  old  Kentuck.” 
No  one  visiting  this  locality  can  fail  to  admire  the 
scenery,  so  varied  and  pleasing,  and  the  rich  lands 
which  make  this  section  not  unworthy  its  frequent 
designation — “the  garden  of  the  county."  All  the 
prominent  points  of  neighboring  townships  are  re- 
vealed with  the  distinctness  peculiar  to  a clear  atmos- 
phere. The  slopes  furnish  unsurpassed  grazing,  as 
the  butter  of  the  township  well  attests.  The  farm- 
houses, with  the  grounds  around  them,  evince  to  the 
passer-by  the  taste  and  wealth  of  the  present  in- 
habitants. After  a trip,  in  1870,  through  Gibson 
and  Jackson  townships,  a party  thus  wrote  of  them : 
“They  are  devoted  mainly  to  dairying.  We  judge 
from  what  we  learned  during  our  trip  that  Gibson 
sold  fully  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
butter  last  year,  and  that  Jackson,  did  about  the 
same.  The  farmers  are  thrifty  and  rapidly  accu- 
mulating wealth.  We  saw  many  fine  herds  of  cat- 
tle, and  not  one  unstabled  or  poorly  cared  for.” 
As  stated,  here  on  the  highest  point  of  “Kentuck” 
hill  Arunah  Tiffany  settled  in  1806,  and  here  amid 
productive  orchards  and  gardens  he  remained — 
with  the  exception  of  two  years,  in  about  1818  and 
1819,  passed  in  Brooklyn — throughout  his  long  life, 
which  closed  in  1863,  when  he  was  aged  seventy- 
eight  years ; and  here,  too,  has  dwelt  and  still  re- 
sides his  son,  Hon.  George  B.  Tiffany. 

On  October  1,  1809,  Arunah  Tiffany  married 
Lucy  Follett,  born  August  29,  1791,  daughter  of 
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Robert  Follett,  Mr.  Follett  being  one  of  the  "Nine 
Partners”  who,  in  February,  1792,  with  his  wife 
and  daughter  Lucy,  accompanied  Hosea  Tiffany 
and  family  to  the  settlement  previously  made  in 
what  is  now  Susquehanna  county,  all  traveling  by 
ox-teams ; the  women  were  the  first  white  women 
in  that  section.  Walter  Follett,  one  of  the  sons  of 
Robert  Follett,  became  coroner  of  the  county  in 
1836  and  sheriff  in  1839.  In  looking  over  the 
records  of  the  Harford  Congregational  Church, 
which  was  organized  in  1800,  we  see  the  names  of 
Lucy  Follett  and  Arunah  Tiffany.  Lucy  (Fol- 
lett) Tiffany  died  May  6,  1836,  and  in  1841  Mr. 
Tiffany  married  Mrs.  Clarissa  (Lawrence)  Bron- 
son, born  in  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  June  23,  1801, 
daughter  of  John  and  Clarissa  (Higley)  Lawrence, 
the  former  being  a son  of  Hon.  John  Lawrence, 
who  for  many  years  was  State  treasurer  of  Con- 
necticut, and  whose  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Ann 
Burr.  Arunah  Tiffany’s  children  were:  (1)  Ca- 

lista  Caroline,  born  September  22,  1811,  married, 
January  1,  1835,  Ebenezer  Leighton,  of  Franklin 
township,  who  died  in  ITonesdale,  Penn.,  May  24, 
1847.  She  then  married,  November  21,  1848, 

Frederick  Lines,  who  died  at  Great  Bend  in  1888. 
She  died  January  23,  1892.  (2)  Ferdinand  Bal- 

comb,  born  February  8,  1815,  married,  July  4,  1840, 
Chloe  H.  Dibble,  and  died  August  3,  1840.  (3) 

One  died  in  infancy.  (4)  Loring  Olney,  botn  Oc- 
tober 11,  1819,  married,  November  18,  1845,  Har- 
riet N.  Hyde,  daughter  of  Rev.  Eli  Hyde;  she. died 
in  1847,  anfl  011  May  28,  1850,  he  married  Susan 
C.  Gregg,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in 
Harford  township,  June  17,  1878.  On  October.  2. 
1879,  he  married  Martha  Jane  Goodman,  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  live  in  Thompson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  (5)  Harriet  Newell, 
born  May  29,  1829,  married,  February  26,  1856, 
Ambrose  F.  Brundage,  who  died  May  2,  1896. 
(6)  Newell  Schuyler,  born  November  3,  1833,  died 
January  14,  1852.  (7)  George  B.  is  referred  to 

farther  on. 

Hon.  George  B.  Tiffany,  son  of  the  late 
Arunah  Tiffany,  and  a colleague  of  Hon.  James  W. 
Adams  in  the  State  Legislature  from  Susquehanna 
county,  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  and  farmers 
of  this  section.  He  was  born  June  14,  1842,  on 
his  father's  farm  on  “Kentuck”  hill,  amid  the  beau- 
tiful country  pictured  above,  where  he  was  reared 
and  passed  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1863,  on  the  invasion  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  Con- 
federate forces,  young  Tiffany  became  a member 
of  Company  D ( commanded  by  Capt.  C.  C.  Hal- 
sey), 35th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Militia,  an 
emergency  regiment  that  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  July  2,  1863,  and  mustered 
out  August  7 of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Tiffany  has 
ever  taken  a deep  interest  in  military  matters,  and 
is  now  the  colonel  commanding'  the  Eastern  Bat- 
talion of  the  County  Veteran  Association.  He  has 
been  a member  of  Post  No.  452,  G.  A.  R.,  at  South 
Gibson,  since  its  organization,  and  is  at  this  time 


past  commander.  Mr.  Tiffany  has  held  various 
local  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  Gibson, 
and  in  1898  was  one  of  the  nominees  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  for  representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, to  which  office  he  was  elected  in  November 
of  that  year.  Of  the  candidacy  of  Mr.  Tiffany  and 
colleague  one  of  the  Montrose  papers  said : “Adams 
and  Tiffany  are  honest  men,  who  will  support  such 
legislation  as  they  believe  to  be  for  the  good  of  the 
people.  No  corruption  or  jobbery  will  ever  be  ap- 
proved by  the  vote  of  Adams  and  Tiffany.”  Dur- 
ing the  session  of  1899  our  subject  served  as  sec- 
retary of  the  committee  on  Banks,  and  also  as 
member  of  the  committee  on  Agriculture — one  of 
the  most  important  committees  of  the  House.  He 
and  his  colleague,  Mr.  Adams,  devoted  all  their 
energies  to  the  passage  of  the  Erie  Bonus  Bill,  a 
bill  in  which  Susquehanna  county  was  deeply  in- 
terested, and  which  finally  passed  the  Legislature 
and  was  signed  by  Gov.  Stone.  At  the  Republican 
convention  held  at  Montrose  March  8,  1900,  Mr. 
Tiffany  was  honored  with  nomination — by  accla- 
mation— for  a second  term  as  legislator. 

Mr.  Tiffany  is  a man  of  the  highest  integrity, 
and  has  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  to  a large 
degree.  He  is  special  correspondent  and  also 
statistical  agent  for  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Agriculture,  and  has  been  congratulated  by  the 
officials  for  the  accuracy  of  his  reports  as  to  agri- 
cultural prospects.  From  a point  just  west  of  his 
beautiful  home  one  can  see,  with  the  aid  of  a field 
glass,  the  Presbyterian  Churches  of  Ararat  and 
Harford,  the  Soldiers  Orphans  School  buildings 
in  Harford,  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Gibson. 

On  January  7,  1874,  Mr.  Tiffany  was  married 
to  Hattie  Celinda,  daughter  of  Lafayette  and  Har- 
riet (Payne)  Wilmarth,  natives  of  Susquehanna 
county,  both  now  deceased.  They  were  farming 
people.  Capt.  Oliver  Payne,  Mrs.  Tiffany’s  mater- 
nal grandfather,  was  a native  of  Lebanon,  Conn., 
and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Gibson  township, 
where  he  ended  his  days.  Mrs.  Tiffany  has  two 
brothers  and  two  sisters : Walter  W.,  a successful 

farmer  of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; L.  Duane,  who  has  made  his  home  in  South 
Dakota  and  the  West  for  the  past  twenty-nine 
years ; Maria,  wife  of  Andrew  J.  Adams,  of  Har- 
ford; and  Ella  E.,  wife  of  Oscar  G.  Larrabee,  of 
Susquehanna  (he  served  through  the  Civil  war, 
being  a member  of  Rickett's  Battery).  Mrs.  Tiffany 
is  a member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Gibson,  and  Mr.  Tiffany,  though  not  a member,  is 
one  of  its  active  workers  and  liberal  supporters, 
having  served  as  trustee  for  over  twenty  years. 

EDRICK  R.  GELATT.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a successful  agriculturist  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  a worthy  represent- 
ative of  one  of  the  leading  families  of  that  section 
(of  which  a more  complete  account  appears  else- 
where). He  was  born  in  Gibson  township,  July 
1 1,  i860,  the  son  of  Richard  W.  Gelatt,  a well-known 
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resident  of  Gibson  township,  and  grew  to  manhood 
at  the  old  homestead.  On  leaving  home  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  rented  a farm  in  Gibson  township 
for  a rear,  but  the  next  two  years  were  spent  in  as- 
sisting his  father  in  his  wagon  works  at  Gelatt.  He 
then  purchased  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred 
acres  from  his  father  and  turned  his  attention  to 
general  farming.  As  a good  citizen  Mr.  Gelatt 
gives  efficient  aid  to  every  worthy  movement  in  his 
locality  and  he  is  a leading  worker  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  holding  the  office  of  treasurer.  He  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  local  Grange,  and  in  pol- 
itics is  independent,  with  an  inclination  toward  the 
Prohibition  party.  For  three  years  he  served  as 
school  director. 

On  March  29,  1883,  Mr.  Gelatt  was  married  at 
New  Milford  to  Miss  Acldie  Foster,  and  they  have 
had  five  children:  Belle  A.,  born  April  11,  1884; 

May  E.,  February  8,  1889 ; Myron  E.,  July  27,  1891 ; 
Sue  I.,  March  24,  1894;  and  Hugh  G.,  July  6,  1897. 
Mrs.  Gelatt,  who  is  also  of  good  pioneer  stock,  was 
born  September  9,  1861,  in  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Dan- 
iel and  Betsey  (Miller)  Foster,  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, but  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  early 
life,  and  were  married  in  Bridgewater  township, 
where  they  settled  upon  a farm.  Orin  Foster,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Gelatt,  was  born  in  Bridg'ewater 
township,  March  25,  1833,  and  after  many  years  of 
successful  work  as  an  agriculturist,  he  is  living  in 
retirement  upon  his  farm  in  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  located  in  1858.  He 
was  married  in  September,  1857,  to  Nancy  Wash- 
bum,  who  was  born  May  5>  1838,  in  Herrick  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  the  daughter  of  Dexter 
and  Abby  (Doughty)  Washburn.  Her  father  died 
in  Jackson  township  and  her  mother  in  Lackawanna 
county.  Of  the  three  children  of  Orin  and  Nancy 
Foster,  the  eldest,  Daniel  D„  married  Miss  Rena 
Foote,  and  resides  at  the  homestead ; Acldie  E.  is  the 
wife  of  our  subject:  and  Etta  V.  married  Elbert  I. 
Barnes,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township. 

A.  S.  BAILEY,  a leading  farmer  and  dairy- 
man of  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
was  born  in  Scott  township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  this 
State,  October  18,  1853,  and  is  a son  of  Olney  Bailey, 
who  followed  farming  in  the  latter  county  and  there 
cleared  160  acres  of  land,  now  known  as  the  Scott 
poor  farm.  This  he  sold  in  1862,  and  by  trade  came 
into  possession  of  120  acres  in  Dimock  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  much  of  which  was  improved. 
Here  he  carried  on  the  occupations  of  farming  and 
dairying  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  departed 
this  life  in  1889,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  and  his 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Susan  Tinkham, 
died  January  12,  1892,  aged  seventy.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  prior  to  the  Civil  war,  in  which 
struggle  he  participated  for  one  year,  and  later  sup- 
ported the  Republican  party. 

During  his  childhood,  A.  S.  Bailey  came  with 


his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  its  common  schools.  After  attaining  his 
majority  he  worked  fourteen  and  one-half  years 
for  Dr.  W.  F.  Norris  as  foreman  on  his  farm  in 
Dimock,  and  also  ran  a threshing  machine.  In 
1867  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  which  he  still 
owns,  and  in  1884  bought  sixty  acres,  a part  of 
which  he  has  since  sold,  while  the  remainder  contin- 
ues to  be  bis  home.  He  also  owns  a house  and  lot 
adjoining  this  property,  and  altogether  in  Dimock 
and  Sprmgville  townships  has  195  acres  of  land, 
mostly  improved,  and  forty  acres  of  wood  land. 
With  the  exception  of  his  home  farm,  he  rents 
his  land,  which  is  operated  on  the  shares.  He  is 
engaged  in  general  farming,  but  makes  a specialty 
of  dairying,  and  has  a fine  herd  of  twenty-one  cows 
for  that  purpose.  He  is  an  energetic  and  progres- 
sive business  man  and  due  success  has  not  been  de- 
nied him. 

In  Dimock  township,  in  September,  1885,  Mr. 
Bailey  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mabel  S. 
Tingley,  a daughter  of  Alfred  and  Sophia  (Thayer) 
Tingley,  who  were  married  April  5,  1863.  Her  fa- 
ther spent  his  entire  life  in  Dimock  township,  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  He  was  born 
in  1844,  was  a soldier  of  the  Rebellion,  and  died 
soon  after  his  return  home  in  1864.  The  mother 
was  born  in  1843,  and  died  in  1884.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Tarbell)  Thayer. 
Mrs.  Bailey’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Mason 
and  Lydia  (Frink)  Tingley.  William  Thayer  was 
born  in  New  York  State  and  is  one  of  a family  of 
eighteen  children.  He  is  now  eighty-four  years  of 
age  and  makes  his  home  with  our  subject.  Mrs. 
Bailey  was  born  February  24,  1864,  and  is  the  older 
of  two  children,  the  other  being  Jay  T.,  who  was 
born  in  June,  1865,  and  is  a resident  of  Dimock 
township.  By  her  marriage  to  our  subject  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  two  children : William,  born 
August  18,  1891  ; and  Lena,  born  July  19,  1896. 
The  former  is  now  attending  school. 

Since  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Bailey  has 
been  a pronounced  Republican  in  politics,  has  served 
on  the  election  board  several  times,  has  been  town- 
ship treasurer  three  years,  and  is  now  filling  the 
office  of  school  director  for  the  first  time.  He  at- 
tends Church  and  gives  liberally  to  its  support,  and 
socially  has  been  identified  with  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows  at  Montrose  for  twenty  years, 
and  also  belongs  to  the  Grange  at  Springville.  As  a 
man  and  citizen  he  is  worthy  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  uniformly  held  by  all  who  know  him. 

SILAS  HENRY  MANZER,  a farmer  of  Gib- 
son township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  as  a citizen  has  shown  himself 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  various  progres- 
sive movements  of  the  time. 

His  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  New  York 
State  and  the  family  has  been  identified  with  agri- 
cultural interests  for  several  generations.  John  Man- 
zer,  his  great-grandfather,  and  Christopher  Manzer, 
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his  grandfather,  were  farmers  at  Northampton,  N. 
Y.,  and  his  father,  John  G.  Manzer,who  is  now  a res- 
ident of  Gibson  township,  followed  agriculture  until 
his  retirement  in  1895.  Christopher  Manzer,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  died  at  his  house  near  North- 
ampton, N.  Y.,  in  1868,  aged  seventy-eight  years. 
His  wife,  Rachel  Draught,  who  died  in  1872,  aged 
sixty-eight,  was  a daughter  of  John  and  Saloma 
Draught,  of  Northampton.  Christopher  Manzer 
and  his  wife  had  the  following  children:  John  G., 

our  subject’s  father;  Catherine,  who  married  Chap- 
man Gage,  a farmer  at  Macedon,  N.  Y. ; Sabrina, 
who  married  P.  Austin,  of  West  Burlington,  N.  Y., 
who  lost  an  arm  while  serving  in  the  army ; Albert, 
a farmer  of  Westford,  N.  Y. ; Martha,  wife  of  Mr. 
Ham,  a carpenter  at  Garland,  Ivans. ; Silas,  de- 
ceased ; Edgar,  deceased ; Lydia ; Harvey,  a farmer, 
at  Brisbon,  N.  Y. ; and  Nancy,  who  resides  in 
Macedon,  N.  Y. 

John  G.  Manzer  was  born  September  28,  1822, 
at  Northampton,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1872,  locating  in  Gibson  township,  where 
he  now  resides  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
As  a citizen  he  is  much  respected  and  he  has  been 
elected  to  various  local  offices  on  the  Republican 
ticket.  For  two  years  he  was  supervisor  in  Gib- 
son township,  but  resigned,  and  while  residing  in 
New  York  State  he  served  two  years  as  pathmaster. 
He  was  married  first  on  January  27,  1842,  at  Oaks- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  to  Matilda  Bunn,  daughter  of  John 
Bunn,  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  She  died  in  Bridge- 
port, N.  Y.,  in  December,  1855,  and  on  November 

4,  1857,  he  was  married  at  Westford,  N.  Y.,  to  Mary 
Black.  On  November  8,  1885,  he  was  again  mar- 
ried, this  time  to  Mrs.  Catherine  Holden  Clinton, 
the  ceremony  being  performed  at  Orange,  N.  J. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three  children,  viz. : 

5.  Henry,  our  subject;  William,  a carpenter  at 
Cooperstown,  N.  Y. ; and  Albert,  deceased.  By  the 
second  marriage  there  were  four  children,  as  fol- 
lows : Mariette  married  Alvey  Allen,  a farmer  in 
Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county;  Fred  P., 
a farmer  at  Banner,  Ivans. ; Emily,  who  married 
George  Tompkins,  of  Dimock  township;  and  George 
W.,  a farmer  at  South  Montrose. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  5,  1842,  in 
Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  his  youth  passed  without 
notable  incident.  On  October  6,  1861,  he  enlisted 
there  in  the  152nd  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.,  under  Capt. 
Wall,  for  the  term  of  three  years.  He  was  mustered 
into  the  service  at  Camp  Schuyler,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
mained one  year  and  ten  months,  typhoid  fever  and 
lung  troubles  disabling  him.  He  was  taken  ill  while 
stationed  at  Camp  Marcy,  and  after  six  months  in 
the  regimental  hospital  was  sent  home  on  a sixty- 
days’  furlough,  and  later  was  discharged.  The 
next  six  months  were  spent  at  home,  but  he  then 
located  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  passed  the  first  year  under  the  doctor’s  care, 
and  three  years  farming  on  the  shares.  He  next 
purchased  a farm  on  East  Mountain,  but  this  he 


sold  a year  later  and  for  two  years  he  rented  a farm 
at  Smiley  Hollow,  and  for  seven  years  he  owned 
and  operated  another  farm  in  the  township,  before 
purchasing  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  near  Gelatt.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  he  is  prominently  identified  with  the  G. 
A.  R.,  Myron  French  Post  No.  512,  and  with  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Jackson,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  trustee. 

On  October  5,  1864,  he  was  married,  at  Har- 
ford, to  Miss  Ophelia  Howell,  who  was  born  in 
Gibson  township,  December  1,  1845,  the  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Mahaley  J.  (Pickering)  Howell,  well 
known  residents  of  that  township.  Five  children 
have  brightened  our  subject’s  home,  viz.:  William 

H.,  born  July  12,  1865,  married  Catherine  Thomas, 
and  resides  on  a farm  in  Gibson  township ; Etta, 
born  March  1,  1868,  died  at  the  age  of  one  year,  ten 
months  and  seventeen  days ; Ida  B.,  born  December 
19,  1869,  married  Leslie  Warner,  a farmer  in  Ara- 
rat township,  Susquehanna  county ; Frankie  E.,  born 
December  3,  1872,  married  Ransler  Stone,  a mer- 
chant at  Gelatt;  Lena  E.,  born  February  21,  1875, 
married  Harvey  Whitney,  a farmer  in  Gibson  town- 
ship. 

DAVID  JAMES  HILLIS,  one  of  the  success- 
ful and  popular  citizens  of  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  there,  July  21,  1846,  and 
is  a son  of  David  and  Mary  A.  (Pepper)  Hillis,. 
the  former  a native  of  County  Monaghan,  Ireland, 
the  latter  of  Connecticut.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  the  father  came  to  America,  accompanied  by 
two  cousins,  Robert  and  John  Hillis,  and  he  locat- 
ed first  in  Herrick,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  It  was  in 
Susquehanna  county,  however,  that  he  married 
Mary  A..  Pepper,  who,  when  a child  of  five  years, 
had  removed  thither  with  her  parents.  She  died 
January  16,  1877,  aged  sixty-four  years  and  four 
months,  and  he  passed  away  February  20,  1878, 
aged  seventy  years,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  Rush  township.  They  were  active  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  their  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of 
character  gained  for  them  the  friendship  and  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  they  came  in  contact.  The 
father  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a Republican  in 
politics,  and  for  some  time  efficiently  served  as 
school  director  in  his  district.  In  the  family  were 
the  following  children:  Mary  A.,  who  died  young; 
Elizabeth,  now  the  widow  of  Edward  Owen,  of 
Pike  township,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; Matilda,  who 
died  young;  John  C.,  a farmer  of  Rush  township; 
Lucy,  who  married  Albert  Hitchcock,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years;  George  M.,  a farmer 
of  Rush  township;  David  J.,  our  subject;  Ella,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Joseph  Morris,  a merchant  of  New 
York  City ; and  Emma,  twin  sister  of  Ella,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  David  J.  Hillis  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  the  farm  in  Rush  town- 
ship that  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  He  has  made 
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his  home  here  continuously  since,  and  until  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age  aided  in  its  cultivation.  He  then 
went  upon  the  road,  buying  stock  for  the  New 
York  market,  and  was  thus  employed  for  ten  years. 
After  his  marriage,  however,  he  settled  down  upon 
the  home  farm,  having  four  years  previously  pur- 
chased the  interests  of  the  other  two  heirs  in  the 
place.  He  is  a most  thorough  and  practical  farmer, 
and  has  been  remarkably  successful  in  the  opera- 
tion of  his  farm,  which  ranks  among  the  best  in  the 
community,  it  being  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  well  improved.  In  political  sentiment  he 
is  a stanch  Republican. 

At  Le  Raysville,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Hillis  was  married,  March  n,  1883,  to  Miss  Linriie 
Coleman,  and  they  now  have  one  daughter,  Mary 
A.,  a very  talented  child,  who  was  born  May  10, 
1887.  As  an  elocutionist  she  early  displayed  re- 
markable ability,  and  at  the  age  of  six  years  began 
addressing  public  gatherings,  reading  at  Sunday- 
school  exhibitions,  and  meetings  of  the  Grange, 
where  she  gave  a humorous  description  of  members 
of  each  of  the  political  parties.  She  also  recited 
the  “Blue  and  Gray”  before  the  old.  soldiers  on  Dec- 
oration Day,  and  has  received  most  complimentary 
notices  from  the  county  papers  on  various  occasions. 
She  has  an  excellent  voice,  and  is  now  taking  elo- 
cution lessons. 

Mrs.  Hillis  was  born  in  Middletown  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  May  19,  1855,  daughter  of 
Amos  and  Harriet  (McClure)  Coleman,  the  former 
a native  of  the  same  county,  the  latter  of  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.  They  were  married  in  Susquehanna 
county  and  for  some  years  made  their  home  in  Mid- 
dletown township,  where  the  father  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  until  called  from  this  life  De- 
cember 19,  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  a private  burying- 
ground  upon  his  farm.  The  mother,  who  was  born 
November  7,  1825,  still  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead. To  them  were  born  four  children,  namely: 
Oscar,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm ; Augusta,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Ransford  Jones ; Linnie,  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Morris,  who  also  lives  on  the  home 
farm.  Mrs.  Hillis’  paternal  grandparents,  Darius 
and  Sally  (Lathrop)  Coleman,  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut and  early  settlers  of  Middletown  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  they  made  their  home 
upon  a farm  until  death.  The  maternal  grandpar- 
ents, William  and  Lorinda  McClure,  were  lifelong 
residents  of  New  York,  where  the  former  owned  and 
operated  a farm  and  sawmill. 

THOMAS  MILLER,  a representative  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Tobvhanna  township,  Monroe 
county,  was  born  .there  May  7,  1855,  and  is  able  to 
trace  his  ancestry  back  for  several  generations,  his 
great-grandfather  being  Frederick  Miller.  His 
grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Frederick 
Miller,  came  at  an  earlv  day  from  Northampton 
county,  Penn.,  to  Monroe  county,  and  took  up  his 


residence  in  Jackson  township,  where  he  purchased 
land  and  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming.  Subse- 
quently he  located  in  Tobyhanna  township,  being 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  northern  portion  of 
the  county,  and  there  he  owned  a large  tract  of  land 
which  he  purchased  at  fifty  cents  per  acre.  He 
built  the  first  sawmill  in  the  township,  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  manufacture  of  lumber  he  cleared 
some  of  his  land  and  followed  farming.  As  a Demo- 
crat he  took  quite  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs, 
served  as  school  director  in  his  district  and  in  fact 
filled  nearly  all  of  the  local  offices.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  were  identified  with  the  Reformed  Church. 
In  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county,  he  married 
Miss  Catherine  Long,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children : Phineas,  deceased ; Hiram,  who 
was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and  is  now  living  in 
Iowa;  Timothy,  father  of  our  subject;  Alexander,  a 
resident  of  Easton,  Penn. ; Josiah,  a resident  of 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.;  Sarah,  deceased  wife  of  Jacob 
Bonser,  of  Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe  county  ; 
Ann,  widow  of  William  Custard,  of  Tunkhannock 
township,  Monroe  county ; Margaret,  deceased  wife 
of  John  Ivnecht ; and  Emanuel,  who  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Antietam  during  the  Civil  war.  The 
mother  of  these  children,  Catherine  (Long)  Miller, 
was  of  English  parentage  but  her  father  was 
drowned  shortly  before  her  birth,  and  from  child- 
hood she  was  brought  up  in  a German  family. 

Timothy  Miller,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Jackson  township,  and  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  that  and  Tobyhanna  townships,  but  had  no 
opportunities  for  acquiring  an  education.  In  the 
latter  township  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Bonser, 
a native  of  Tunkhannock  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  a daughter  of  Peter  Bonser,  who  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  farmers  and  lumbermen  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  county.  In  political  sentiment  Timothy 
Miller  was  a Democrat,  and  he  was  honored  with 
an  election  to  nearly  all  of  the  township  offices.  Re- 
ligiously he  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  She 
is  still  living  at  Pocono  Summit,  Penn.,  but  he  passed 
away  November  28,  1892.  Of  their  children,  the 
oldest  daughter  died  in  infancy  unnamed ; Thomas 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth ; Emanuel  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  ; Lucinda  died  in  childhood ; 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Ephraim  Hay,  of  Houser  Mills, 
Monroe  county ; Lewis  is  a resident  of  Tunkhannock 
township;  Isaac  and  Frederick  are  both  living  in 
Pocono  Summit;  and  Augusta  is  the  wife  of  Pat- 
rick Foley,  of  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county. 

Thomas  Miller  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation, but  the  schools  of  his  day  were  not  very 
proficient,  and  he  had  one  teacher  who  made  the 
statement  that  it  was  of  no  use  to  study  geography 
and  grammar.  When  ten  years  old  he  first  began  to 
attend  to  odd  jobs  connected  with  milling  opera- 
tions, and  throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
has  been  in  some  way  identified  with  lumber  in- 
terests. At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  commenced  keep- 
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ing  books  for  his  father,  and  in  his  office  obtained 
a good  knowledge  of  business  methods,  which  has 
been  of  practical  benefit  to  him  in  later  years.  He 
remained  with  his  father  until  twenty-two,  the  latter 
operating  a clothes-pin  factory  and  sawmill,  which 
our  subject  then  purchased  and  carried  on  alone 
for  two  years,  selling  out  at  the  end  of  that  time 
to  Mr.  Wallace,  for  whom  he  worked  for  eight 
years,  or  until  the  failure  of  his  employer.  Mr. 
Miller  conducted  the  store  and  afterward  bought 
the  entire  plant,  but  reverses  overtook  him  and  he 
lost  everything  two  years  later.  He  was  next  en- 
gaged in  contract  worn  in  Sullivan  county,  Penn. 
Returning  to  Monroe  county,  he  began  scaling  logs 
and  also  worked  in  a mill,  and  then  entered  the 
office  of  Isaac  Stauffer,  in  whose  employ  he  has 
remained  since  1887,  keeping  books  for  the  exten- 
sive lumber  and  ice  business  of  that  gentleman. 

On  June  5,  1876,  at  Sciota,  Hamilton  township, 
Monroe  county,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Stitzer,  a native  of  the  county,  born  in 
Canadensis,  Barrett  township,  September  24,  1856, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Louisa  (Smith)  Stitzer. 
Nine  children  bless  this  union:  Lilly  May;  Alma, 
now  the  wife  of  George  Strunk,  of  Tobyhanna  town- 
ship ; Nettie;  Mary;  Floyd;  Thurston;  Stanley; 
George  and  Clyde.  Socially  Mr.  Miller  is  a member 
of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  at  Houser 
Mills,  and  politically  is  identified  with  the  Democ- 
racy. Recognizing  his  fitness  for  office  his  fellow 
citizens  have  called  upon  him  to  serve  in  several 
public  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  Since  attaining 
his  majority  he  has  been  a school  director  and  secre- 
tary of  the  board  much  of  the  time.  He  has  also 
served  as  township  auditor  several  terms  and  con- 
stable one  term,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  For  two  terms,  or  during 
the  time  of  Grover  Cleveland  as  President,  he 
served  as  postmaster  at  Houser  Mill,  and  since  then 
has  acted  as  assistant.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  with  which 
their  daughters  are  also  connected,  and  he  has  served 
as  deacon  and  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  in  the  same,  and  is  now  filling  the  offices  of 
elder  and  trustee. 

JOHN  VOGT,  Jr.,  proprietor  of  the  “German 
Hotel,"  is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  enterpris- 
ing business  men  of  Shohola,  Pike  county.  His 
life  demonstrates  what  may  be  accomplished  through 
energy,  careful  management,  keen  foresight  and  the 
utilization  of  the  powers  endowed  by  nature,  and 
the  opportunities  of  the  times. 

His  father,  John  Vogt,  Sr.,  was  a native  of 
Switzerland,  and  on  coming  to  America  at  the  age 
of  twenty-eight  lie  located  at  Shohola,  Penn.,  where 
he  still  resides.  He  has  carried  on  operations  as  a 
farmer  and  laborer  throughout  life,  and  has  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  for 
nearly  forty  years.  He  was  married  at  Shohola  to 
Miss  Genevieve  Meyers,  a native  of  Wurtemberg, 


Germany,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  John,  Jr.,  is  the  eldest;  Otto 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ; Mary  is  now  the  wife 
of  Gipson  McKean,  a farmer  and  lumberman  of 
Shohola  township,  Pike  county ; George  married 
Lizzie  Bridge  and  is  employed  in  a machine  shop  in 
Kingston,  N.  Y. ; Edward  died  young ; Margaret 
is  the  wife  of  John  Heckel,  a merchant  of  Kingston, 
N.  Y. ; Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  George  A.  Knealing, 
a farmer  of  Shohola  township,  Pike  county ; Chris- 
tiana is  living  at  home ; Emma  and  Annie,  twins,  the 
former  married  Christian  Beisel,  a farmer  of  Lacka- 
waxen  township,  Pike  county;  the  latter  married 
Henry  Bankert,  also  of  Lackawaxen  township ; Cath- 
erine is  the  wife  of  Mike  Buckel,a  farmer  of  the  same 
township;  Otto  is  a blacksmith,  employed  in  a ma- 
chine shop  at  Kingston,  N.  Y. ; Laurence  is  superin- 
tendent of  a machine  shop  in  Kingston ; and  Will- 
iam lives  at  home  and  assists  his  father  in  the  work. 

John  Vogtj  Jr.,  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Oc- 
tober 28,  1853,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Shohola 
township  but  had  little  chance  to  attend  school. 
He  has,  however,  obtained  a good  practical 
knowledge  of  business  affairs  in  later  years.  He 
was  married  at  Shohola,  in  1876,  to  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  Heckel,  and  five 
children  were  born  of  the  union : George,  born 
January  21,  1877,  E now  a barber  at  Shohola; 
Joseph  Herman  assists  his  father  at  the  hotel ; Annie 
died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; Charles  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  months;  and  Fritz  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Vogt  began  his  business  career  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  as  an  employe  on  the  Erie  rail- 
road, and  as  section  hand  remained  with  that  com- 
pany for  nearly  twenty-four  years,  being  foreman 
at  Bradford,  Penn.,  for  the  last  four  years.  In  1887 
he  came  to  Shohola  and  took  possession  of  the 
hotel  property  which  he  had  previously  purchased 
and  still  owns.  He  has  spent  several  thousand  dol- 
lars in  erecting  houses  and  barns,  and  making  other 
useful  improvements  which  have  added  greatly  to 
the  value  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  place.  In 
addition  to  the  management  of  his  hotel,  which  has 
become  a great  favorite  with  the  traveling  public, 
he  gives  special  attention  to  the  excursion  business, 
and  has  large  dancing  halls,  pavilions,  etc.,  for  the 
pleasure  of  his  guests.  He  has  always  been  a stanch 
Democrat,  but  is  independent  in  his  views,  and 
gives  his  support  to  any  measure  which  he  believes 
calculated  to  prove  of  public  good.  He  served  as 
school  director  for  some  years,  and  was  a member 
of  the  grand  jury  at  Philadelphia.  For  seven  years 
he  has  been  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  for  five  years  with  the  Order 
of  Red  Men,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

JOSIAH  TAYLOR,  a prominent  agriculturist 
of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, is  the  own- 
er of  a fine  farm  on  East  Mountain,  which  has  been 
in  the  possession  of  his  family  for  many  years.  He 
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comes  of  good  New  England  stock  and  his  paternal 
grandparents,  Amos  and  Polly  (Starks)  Taylor,  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts  but  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1789,  locating  in  Gibson  township.  Amos 
Taylor  owned  over  a thousand  acres  of  land  in  this 
section,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  his  township. 

William  Taylor,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Gibson  township,  January  16,  1811,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  there  for  many  years,  but  in  1883 
he  removed  to  Canaseraga,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died 
July  24,  1885.  Politically  he  was  a Republican,  and 
religiously  he  inclined  toward  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  was  baptized.  His  wife,  Mary  E.  Kelley, 
was  a native  of  Gilbson  township  and  a daughter 
of  James  and  Esther  (Denny)  Kelley,  well-known 
residents  of  that  locality.  The  following  children 
were  born  of  the  union:  John  F.,  contractor,  builder 
and  dealer  in  supplies  at  Taylor,  Penn.,  now  re- 
tired; Sarah  J.,  born  June  8,  1839,  married  S.  C. 
Avery  and  died  October  5,  1897,  in  Ararat;  Charles, 
born  September  11,  1840,  is  a farmer  in  Herrick 
township;  Josiah  is  mentioned  below;  Freeman, 
born  January  8,  1844,  is  a contractor  and  builder  in 
Denver,  Colo.;  Zachariah,  born  July  11,  1847,  died 
in  Gibson  township;  Eugene,  born  July  8,  1852,  is  a 
foreman  of  a coal  breaker  at  Winton,  Penn.;  Leslie, 
born  July  10,  1850,  died  in  Texas;  Herbert,  born 
June  15,  1853,  died  June,  1855;  Lafayette,  born 
May  10,  1855,  resides  at  Rarden,  Ohio,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  business  as  a merchant,  manufacturer 
of  barrels,  and  operator  of  a stone  quarry,  and  was 
formerl  an  extensive  lumber  dealer ; William,  born 
June  10,  1859,  is  a foreman  on  a railroad  and  resides 
at  Ottawa,  Kansas;  and  Volney  E.,  born  May  28, 
1861,  is  a carpenter  at  Rarden,  Ohio. 

Josiah  Taylor  was  born  September  1,  1842,  on 
his  present  homestead  where  he  has  always  resided. 
From  sixteen  to  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  was 
interested  in  stone  masonry  but  he  has  since  devoted 
his  attention  to  general  farming.  Politically  he 
usually  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  but  in 
1896  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  On  March 
27,  1867,  he  was  married  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  to 
Miss  Kessie  A.  Felton  and  three  children  have 
brightened  their  home:  Nora  E.,  born  in  June,  1871, 
married  John  J.  Manning,  an  attorney  at  Olyphant, 
Penn.;  Herrley  C.,  born  September  19,  1877,  is  at 
home;  Belva,  born  June  1,  1883,  is  a fine  pianist 
and  is  now  attending  school  at  Olyphant. 

Mrs.  Taylor,  who  was  born  at  Nicholson,  Penn., 
June  10,  1843,  is  a member  of  an  old  and  respected 
family  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  her  paternal 
grandfather,  Creash  Felton,  was  among  the  earlv 
settlers  in  Lathrop  and  Springville  townships.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  for  many  years 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Her  father,  Henry 
Felton,  was  a native  of  Lathrop  township,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  early  manhood.  His  death 
occurred  in  1844  at  the  age  of  thirty,  and  his  remains 
were  buried  at  Nicholson,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn. 


He  married  Miss  Mary  Pickering,  a native  of  Gib- 
son township,  who  died  in  1871  aged  fifty-two 
years  and  was  interred  at  Manzer  cemetery.  They 
had  three  children : Charles,  a farmer  in  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; John  C.,  who  was 
born  April  29,  1840,  at  Nicholson,  and  is  now  a lead- 
ing farmer  of  Gibson  township;  and  Kessie,  wife  of 
our  subject.  The  mother  married  a second  husband, 
Acaqus  Card,  by  whom  she  had  children  as  follows : 
Lucinda,  who  died  in  Kansas,  married  first  Myron 
McDonald  and  second  L.  Saville  ; Miner  is  deceased  ; 
Annis  married  William  Wilbur,  a farmer  at  Nichol- 
son, Penn.;  Dennis  (twin  of  Annis)  resides  in 
Uniondale,  Penn. ; Malissa  married  William  K.  Tay- 
lor, a mechanic  of  Decatur  township ; and  Phoebe 
died  in  childhood. 

ALBERT  C.  CROSSLEY,  proprietor  of  a 
lumber  mill  and  turning  works  in  Starrucca,  is 
entitled  to  distinction  as  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  enterprising  men  of  Wayne  county,  and  his 
name  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  industrial 
and  business  interests  of  this  region.  Upon  the 
commercial  activity  of  a community  depends  its 
prosperity,  and  the  men  who  are  now  recognized 
as  leading  citizens  are  those  who  are  at  the  head  of 
extensive  business  enterprises.  Mr.  Crossley  is  a 
man  of  broad  capabilities,  and  one  who  carries  for- 
ward to  successful  completion  whatever  he  under- 
takes. 

He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  August  3, 
1865,  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  prominent  family, 
most  of  its  representatives  for  generations  being 
sea  captains  of  note,  prominent  in  both  business  and 
social  life.  Elijah  Crossley  (father  of  our  subject) 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  was  a highly  edu- 
cated man.  For  many  years  he  was  a leading  and 
successful  business  man  of  Sherman,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  was  widely  and  favorably  known.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  for  some  years  served 
as  postmaster  at  Sherman,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine  years.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  Adams, 
of  New  York,  and  to  them  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children  who  are  still  living:  William;  James; 
Walter  A.;  Albert  C. ; and  Belle,  wife  of  George 
Stage,  of  Hancock,  N.  Y.  Those  deceased  are 
Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; and 
Emma  and  Della,  who  died  in  childhood.  The 
mother  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Albert  C.  Crossley  was  reared  in  Sherman, 
Wayne  county,  and  received  an  excellent  business 
education,  which  has  well  fitted  him  for  the  responsi- 
ble duties  of  life.  Coming  to  Starrucca  in  1889,  he 
here  established  his  present  lumber  mill  and  turn- 
ing works,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  different  kinds  of  dowels  and  roller  blocks  for 
printing  purposes.  Most  of  these  are  sent  to  Europe, 
especially  to  England,  France  and  Germany,  and 
he  also  deals  in  wall  paper.  Being  an  energetic  and 
reliable  business  man,  he  is  meeting  with  excellent 
success,  and  his  is  one  of  the  most  important  manu- 
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factories  in  Wayne  county,  employing  from  twenty- 

five  to  fifty  men.  . . 

On  August  2,  1 894)  Mr.  Crossley  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  lennie  R.  Mumford,  daughter 
of  Hon.  W.  W.  Mumford.  a prominent  business  man 
of  Starrucca,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  sons — 
Mumford  C.  and  Richard  J.  Besides  his  valuable 
business  property  in  Starrucca,  Mr.  Crossley  has  an 
elegant  residence  in  that  place,  where  hospitality 
reigns  supreme,  the  many  friends  of  the  family  al- 
ways being  sure  of  a hearty  welcome.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  politically 
is  a Republican.  He  has  made  eleven  trips  to  Europe, 
and  his  observing  eye  and  retentive  memory  have  en- 
abled him  to  carry  back  with  him  as  pictures  on  mem- 
ory's wall,  the  scenes  of  beauty  and  historic  interest 
he  has  visited,  they  remaining.  Travel  and  his  so- 
cial, genial  nature  have  made  him  an  entertaining 
companion,  and  he  is  a stanch  and  loyal  friend,  fond 
of  good  fellowship,  and  devoted  to  those  who  have 
his  confidence. 

CORINGTON  H.  WARNER,  M.  D.,  is  one 
of  the  most  successful  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
Susquehanna  county,  and  a prominent  resident  of 
Rush.  Tie  has  much  natural  ability,  but  is  withal 
a close  student,  and  believes  thoroughly  in  the 
maxim:  “There  is  no  excellence  without  labor.” 
Elis  devotion  to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  there- 
fore, combined  wth  a comprehensive  understanding 
of  the  principles  of  the  science  of  medicine,  has  made 
him  a most  successful  and  able  practitioner,  one 
whose  prominence  is  well-deserved. 

Dr.  Warner  was  born  in  Le  Raysville,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  February  7,  1837.  His  father,  Harmon 
Warner,  familiarly  known  as  “Lmcle  Harmon,” 
was  born  in  New  Milford,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  in 
1797,  and  in  1817  married  Sally  M.  Joyce,  a native 
of  the  same  county;  her  father  was  a drum-major  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  I11  1823,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Warner  removed  to  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  June  14,  1882. 
He  was  a typical  New  England  Puritan,  and  was  a 
man  of  prominence  in  his  community.  His  wife, 
was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and 
both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  East  Her- 
rick, Bradford  county.  The  children  born  to  them 
were  as  follows : Harriet,  now  the  widow  of  Edwin 
Taylor,  a farmer,  and  a resident  of  Rome,  Bradford 
county;  Emaline,  who  married  C.  E.  Taylor,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister  (both  are  now  de- 
ceased) ; Oliver,  who  was  in  the  butter  and  milk 
business  in  New  York,  and  married  Sophia  Chaffie 
(both  are  deceased)  ; Tamar,  who  (first)  married 
Bliss  Chaffie,  and  (second)  Ira  Brink,  a retired 
farmer  of  Oxford  Mills,  Iowa;  Marcus  E.,  a farmer 
of  Le  Raysville,  Penn.,  who  married  Doshia  A. 
Chaffie;  Corington  H.,  our  subject;  and  George  F., 
a farmer  and  teacher  of  vocal  music  at  Stevensville, 
Penn.,  who  married  Martha  Towner. 


Dr.  Warner  remained  on  the  home  farm  with 
his  parents  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  then 
began  reading  medicine  with  Dr.  Benjamin  De- 
witt, of  Le  Raysville,  studying  under  his  direction 
for  three  years.  In  the  meantime,  in  1861,  he  en- 
tered the  Medical  Department  of  Ann  Arbor 
(Mich.)  University,  and  was  graduated  the  fol- 
lowing year  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  first 
opened  an  office  at  Bellefountaine,  Mahaska  Co., 
Iowa,  remaining  there  until  June,  1863,  and  then 
returned  to  Le  Raysville,  where  he  enlisted,  March 
4,  1864,  for  three  years,  in  Company  D,  141st  P.  V. 
I.,  under  his  brother,  Capt.  M.  E.  Warner.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Third  Corps,  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  and  he  participated  in  the  battles  of 
the  Wilderness,  Laurel  Hill,  Spottsylvania,  North 
Anna,  Potopotomoy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg, 
Deep  Bottom,  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Boydton 
Plank  Road,  Dabney’s  Mills,  Fort  Fisher  and  Sail- 
or’s Creek.  On  April  7,  1865,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  corporal ; on  May  6 was  transferred 
to  Company  A,  57th  P.  V.  I.,  and  on  account  of  ill- 
ness was  sent  to  Emery  Hospital,  Washington,  D. 
C.,  May  28,  remaining  there  until  honorably  dis- 
charged, on  June  27.  Though  never  wounded,  he 
had  many  narrow  escapes,  at  one  time  having  his 
knapsack  shot  away. 

Returning  to  his  native  county,  the  Doctor  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at 
Stevensville  until  1869,  and  at  Le  Raysville  until 
1883,  and  then  came  to  Susquehanna  countv.  For 
six  years  he  was  located  in  Rushville,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Rush,  where  he  was  not  long  in  building 
up  the  large  and  lucrative  practice  which  he  still 
enjoys.  His  time  is  devoted  for  the  most  part  to 
office  practice.  He  is  quite  prominent  socially,  is 
a Master  Mason,  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
Lodge,  and  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Rush.  His 
political  support  is  ever  given  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a pleasant 
and  affable  gentleman,  and  a stranger  in  his  presence 
soon  feels  perfectly  at  ease. 

At  East  Herrick,  Penn.,  in  February,  1861,  Dr. 
Warner  married  Miss  Emaline  Barnes,  by  whom 
he  had  two  children:  Marion  H.,  who  married  Bell 
Clover,  and  is  engaged  in- farming  in  North  Branch, 
Minn. ; and  Carrie,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  wife 
and  mother,  who  was  a native  of  Orwell,  Brad- 
ford county,  died  March  12,  1872,  aged  thirty-one 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  South  Hill  cemetery, 
Orwell.  Her  parents,  Nelson  and  Emaline  Barnes, 
were  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  early  settlers  of 
Bradford  county,  where  her  father  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Dr.  War- 
ner was  again  married,  at  Le  Raysville,  June  27, 
1872,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Amelia  M. 
Brister,  a native  of  Middletown,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. Her  parents,  Elmer  N.  and  Phoebe  M.  (Riley) 
Brister,  were  natives  of  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming 
counties,  Penn.,  respectively,  and  were  married  in 
the  former  county.  The  father,  who  was  a promi- 
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nent  farmer,  and  held  township  offices,  died  while  on 
a visit  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  April  2,  1889, 
aged  sixty-seven  years,  and  was  buried  in  Le  Rays- 
ville  cemetery.  The  mother  is  still  living,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five,  and  now  makes  her  home  in 
Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Warner  is  the  eldest  of  their 
children,  the  others  being  Helen  M.  and  William  C., 
the  former  the  wife  of  Edwin  W.  Sheives,  a car- 
penter and  insurance  adjuster  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. 
William  C.  Brister  in  business  agent  for  the  Phila- 
delphia & Reading  Railroad  Co.  at  Philadelphia ; 
he  married  Amelia  V.  Ellsworth,  and  they  have 
two. sons — Fred  Elmer  and  John  M.,  both  physi- 
cians of  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Warner’s  paternal  grand- 
parents, Ira  and  Betsy  (Pierce)  Brister,  natives  of 
Connecticut,  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
about  1820,  and  he  died  here,  but  his  wife’s  death  oc- 
curred in  Le  Raysville ; he  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation. Their  children  were  Joseph ; Elmira,  wife 
of  David  Sherman ; Linas ; Rial ; Milton ; Elmer 
N.,  father  of  Mrs.  Warner ; and  Sarah,  wife  of 
H.  Phelps.  Mrs.  Warner’s  maternal  grandparents 
were  Paul  and  Mehitable  (Orcutt)  Riley,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  New  York  City,  the  latter  of  Con- 
necticut. They  also  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
at  an  early  day,  but  later  removed  to  Le  Raysville, 
where  they  died.  By  trade  the  grandfather  was 
a cabinetmaker.  In  early  life  he  was  a sea-faring 
man,  having  left  home  at  the  age  of  nineteen  and 
followed  the  sea  for  many  years.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  adopted  son,  Joseph 
Stratley  Riley,  served  through  the  Mexican  war, 
dying  of  fever  on  his  trip  home. 

DANIEL  LANE  SHELDON,  a well  and 
favorablv  known  resident  of  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  Mav  25,  1831,  in  Spring- 
ville  township,  same  county,  son  of  Nathaniel  Shel- 
don, who  was  an  early  resident  of  this  section.  His 
grandfather,  Archibald  Sbeldon,  was  born  about 
1 772  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  son  of  Benjamin 
Sheldon,  who  was  killed  in  a runaway  accident. 
Archibald  Sheldon  was  married  in  his  native  coun- 
ty to  Ruth  Howland,  who  was  born  in  1779,  and  in 
1817  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
locating  in  Springville  township,  where  he  bought 
possession  right  to  a tract  of  fifty  acres.  Here 
they  made  a permanent  home,  Mr.  Sheldon  follow- 
ing farming,  in  connection  with  which  he  had  a 
distillery  and  contracted  and  built  turnpikes.  He 
died  in  1855,  his  wife  in  1835.  Their  children,  all 
of  whom  are  now  deceased,  were-Milton  ; Nathaniel ; 
Harriet,  wife  of  Nathan  Spalding,  of  Auburn  town- 
ship ; Raymond,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years;  Benjamin,  of  Auburn  township;  and  Emily. 

Nathaniel  Sheldon  was  born  April  20,  1800,  in 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  seventeen  years 
old  when  the  family  settled  in  Springville  town- 
ship. There  he  married  Elvira  Lane,  who  was 
born  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  March  26,  1807,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Abigail  (Mills)  Lane, 


the  latter  of  whom  was  a cousin  of  Aaron  Burr. 
Of  the  children  born  to  this  union,  Julia  A.  is  the 
widow  of  Charles  R.  Davis,  of  Springville  township ; 
Daniel  Lane  is  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines; 
Roxanna  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years ; and 
Hannah  M.  is  the  wife  of  Porter  Loomis,  of  Wyom- 
ing county,  Penn.  The  mother  died  about  1873, 
the  father  on  December  13,  1863.  During  his  earlier 
years  he  traveled  considerably  through  Michigan, 
and  for  some  time  worked  on  the  Erie  Canal,  but  in 
1828  he  settled  on  a tract  of  190  acres  in  Spring- 
ville township,  and  there  carried  on  farming  for 
many  years.  He  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  an  Abolitionist  in 
political  faith  before  the  war,  afterward  uniting  with 
the  Republicans. 

Daniel  L.  Sheldon  was  given  a good  practical 
education,  attending  the  district  schools  and  Wyom- 
ing Seminary,  and  during  his  early  manhood  he 
taught  for  a short  time  in  Carbon  county,  this  State. 
He  remained  at  home,  assisting  his  parents,  until  his 
marriage,  on  July  3,  1855,  to  Miss  Saloma  Pratt, 
who  was  a native  of  Pike  township,  Bradford  coun- 
ty, Penn.  To  this  union  were  born  the  following 
named  children : Bentley  and  Byron,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Roxanna,  wife  of  William  Ellis,  of  Wyom- 
ing county ; Elsie,  widow  of  Edward  Doherty,  of 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Mary,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years ; Ruth,  wife  of  W.  Heavner,  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Pratt,  who  is  a soldier  in  the 
regular  army,  Battery  F,  6th  U.  S.  Artillery,  now  in 
Manila.  The  mother  of  these  died  August  9,  1887, 
and  on  June  10,  1892,  Mr.  Sheldon  wedded  for  his 
second  wife  Mrs.  Catherine  M.  Warner,  who  was 
born  July  22,  i8^Q,  in  Wyoming  county,  daughter 
of  Tilton  H.  and  Catherine  (Draper)  Smith,  and  is 
the  youngest  in  their  family  of  twelve  children,  viz. : 
Truman,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
Samuel  W.,  who  resided  in  Springville  township, 
and  died  in  1897;  Susan,  who  married  W.  Russell, 
of  Washington,  Wyoming  county,  and  died  in  1895  ; 
Isaac  O.,  born  March  20,  1817,  living  in  Washing- 
ton township,  Wyoming  county;  Oliver  P.,  born 
October  14,  1819.  living  in  Nichols,  N.  Y. ; Sarah, 
Airs.  E.  H.  Lvman ; James  G.,  born  September  12, 
1824,  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Fremont, 
Dodge  county,  Neb. ; Esther,  born  March  2,  1827, 
now  deceased,  who  first  married  L.  SafTord,  and 
later  became  the  wife  of  P.  Lyman ; Charles  A., 
born  September  5,  1829,  of  Fremont,  Neb.;  Joseph 
T.,  born  November  28,  1831,  a landowner  and 
speculator  of  Fremont,  Neb.;  Mary  J.,  born  August 
16,  1834,  deceased  wife  of  David  Carpenter,  of 
Tunkhannock ; and  Catherine  M.,  Mrs.  Sheldon. 
The  father  of  these  was  born  November  11,  1788, 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  May  1,  1863,  in 
Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  where  he  had  followed 
farming  for  many  years;  the  mother  was  born  June 
24,  1790,  and  died  June  15,  1840.  Catherine  M. 
Smith  was  first  married  August  16,  1862,  to  Amos 
Warner,  who  was  born  January  6,  1833,  in  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  son  of  Thompson  and  Charity  (Dutchess) 
Warner,  and  died  January  6,  1891.  He  was  a farmer 
by  occupation  and  made  his  home  in  Auburn  town- 
ship for  many  years.  In  December,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  in  November,  1863. 

When  Mr.  Sheldon  commenced  life  for  himself 
he  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Lynn  for  a year, 
and  then  began  farming  on  a part  of  the  old  home- 
stead, also  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Wyoming  County  for  some  time,  owning  seventy- 
six  acres  there.  He  came  to  Auburn  township,  in 
June,  1892,  and  in  1898  bought  the  place  he  now 
occupies,  a tract  of  130  acres,  100  of  which  are 
improved  and  under  cultivation.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  farm  work  he  has  also  carried  on  dairying 
on  a small  scale,  but  he  has  devoted  himself  chiefly 
to  sheep  raising,  in  which  he  has  met  with  encourag- 
ing success  from  the  start.  Mrs.  Sheldon  owns 
fifty-three  acres,  all  but  ten  of  which  are  improved. 
By  close  attention  to  his  business  affairs  Mr.  Sheld- 
on has  managed  to  acquire  a comfortable  compet- 
ence and  he  gains  a good  living  from  his  land, 
which  is  cultivated  in  a systematic  and  modern 
manner,  and  thoroughly  cared  for  in  every  respect. 
However,  he  has  found  time  to  interest  himself  in 
matters  of  local  importance,  and  though  never  an 
aspirant  for  office  his  ability  and  public  spirit  have 
caused  him  to  be  elected  to  various  offices  of  re- 
sponsibility and  trust.  In  Springville  township  he 
served  for  twenty  years  as  school  director,  and  he 
has  served  as  supervisor  and  one  term  as  assessor 
in  Springville  with  entire  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. His  political  support  is  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party.  Mr.  Sheldon  attends  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a zealous 
member,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  Church  and 
benevolent  work,  contributing  liberally  to  the  cause 
of  religion.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Grange 
and  various  fraternal  organizations,  and  is  well 
known  in  this  locality. 

In  1862  Mr.  Sheldon  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
177th  P.  V.  I.,  and  served  nine  months,  doing  duty 
in  Virginia- — near  Petersburg— and  also  in  North 
Carolina.  He  was  honorably  discharged  November 
10,  1863. 

C.  PAGE  LYMAN,  a skillful  mechanic  and 
wide-awake  business  man  now  engaged  in  general 
blacksmithing  in  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  near  Brockway ville,  Jefferson  Co., 
Penn.,  in  March,  1855,  a son  of  C.  E.  and  Mary  J. 
(Meeker)  Lyman,  who  were  also  natives  of  this 
State,  the  former  born  in  Hallstead,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1823,  the  latter  on  Pine  Creek,  Tioga 
county,  in  1826.  The  father  studied  law  in  Ridg- 
way,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Lock  Haven, 
Clinton  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  successfully  engaged 
in  practice  for  some  years.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted  as  a private  in  the  1st  Md.  Vol.  Cav.,  and 
was  later  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 


Resigning  his  commission,  he  joined  the  203rd  P. 
V.  I , as  captain,  and  participated  in  a number  of 
battles.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered 
out  and  returned  to  his  family  in  Brockwayville, 
where  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. In  the  fall  of  1865  he  removed  to  Lock 
Haven,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1878,  when 
he  came  to  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
engaged  in  practice  here  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1888.  The  wife  and  mother  is  still  living 
and  now  makes  her  home  with  a son  in  Ballston 
Spa,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  their  family  were 
three  children.  (1)  Chauncey  W.,  born  near 
Coudersport,  Potter  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1851,  was  educat- 
ed in  the  high  schools  of  Lock  Haven,  and  later 
taught  in  the  graded  schools  of  that  place  for  some 
time.  He  first  wedded  Mary  Honitor,  of  Lock 
Haven,  where  they  made  their  home  while  he  was 
a student  at  West  Point  Military  Academy.  His 
wife  died  there,  and  he  subsequently  married  Ther- 
essa  Haight,  of  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  where  she 
died  in  1894.  He  is  still  living  with  his  mother  and 
two  of  his  sister’s  children  at  Ballston  Spa.  (2) 
Lillie,  born  in  Brookville,  Penn.,  was  educated  in 
the  high  schools  of  Lock  Haven,  and  was  a success- 
ful teacher  of  Clinton  county,  Penn.,  for  some  years. 
She  married  Warren  Goodenough,  of  Westport, 
Penn.,  who  for  some  time  carried  on  a wagon  and 
blacksmith  shop  at  Lock  Haven,  but  in  1876  moved 
to  Tracy  Creek,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming.  She  died  in  1876,  leaving  two 
daughters : Esmarilda,  now  the  wife  of  Martin 

Shearer,  of  New  York  State;  and  Estella,  a talented 
musician  who  resides  with  her  uncle  in  Ballston 
Spa. 

During  his  boyhood  C.  Page  Lyman  attended 
the  district  schools  and  served  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  blacksmith’s  trade  with  his  father,  who  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  in  his  early  days.  Later  our 
subject  worked  at  his  trade  in  Charleston  and  in 
the  lumber  woods  of  Ridgway,  Queens  Run,  Lock 
Haven,  Mill  Hall  and  on  Bald  Eagle  creek  for  some- 
years.  In  1880  he  came  to  Great  Bend,  Susque- 
hanna county,  but  after  his  marriage  in  1891  he  re- 
moved to  Montrose,  where  he  conducted  a black- 
smith shop  while  his  wife  carried  on  a general  store. 
Later  they  lived  for  three  years  in  Jessup  township, 
and  in  April,  1895,  Mr.  Lyman  purchased  the  Bank- 
er property,  in  Liberty  township,  two  miles  west  of 
Hallstead,  where  he  erected  a blacksmith  shop  and 
has  made  many  improvements  upon  the  place.  For 
a number  of  years  he  has  engaged  in  training  and 
shoeing  fast  driving  horses,  and  has  had  a large 
experience  on  the  track  at  Great  Bend  and  in  other 
places. 

In  1891  Mr.  Lyman  married  Mrs.  Clara  Fuller, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Mary  A.  (Ball)  Albee,  of 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where  Mrs.  Lyman  was 
born,  reared  and  educated.  There  she  first  married 
Orlando  D.  Fuller,  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  who 
was  an  engineer  on  the  Erie  railroad  and  was  killed 
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in  a wreck  on  that  road  in  1881.  Two  sons  were 
born  to  them : John  D.,  boss  machinist  in  the  shops 
at  Susquehanna,  is  married  and  has  two  children — 
Mabel  and  Harold ; and  George  E.,  a music  teacher 
in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Lyman  is  descended 
from  good  old  Whig  stock,  and  gives  his  support 
to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  takes  quite  an  active  and  influential  part  in  local 
political  affairs,  and  is  now  serving  as  school  di- 
rector in  Liberty  township,  fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  Hope  Grange,  of  Hallstead.  He  is  an 
expert  and  skillful  blacksmith,  and  bears  an  envi- 
able reputation  as  a horse  trainer  as  well  as  horse 
shoer,  being  one  of  the  best  in  this  section  of  the 
State. 

JOHN  W.  BENNETT.  The  Bennett  family 
is  of  English  origin,  and  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy, a well  known  resident  of  Lanesboro,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  of  the  fourth  generation  in  descent 
from  John  Bennett,  a native  of  England  who  came 
to  America  in  Colonial  times  with  four  brothers, 
and  settled  in  New  York  City.  Of  his  brothers 
no  account  has  been  preserved. 

Joseph  D.  Bennett,  son  of  John,  and  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary army.  He  married  Elizabeth  Sprague,  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  made  his  home  at  Cambridge,  Washing- 
ton county,  N.  Y.  Of  his  thirteen  children  all  set- 
tled in  New  York  State. 

William  Bennett,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
at  Cambridge,  and  followed  farming  in  Washington 
county  throughout  his  active  life.  He  married 
Miss  Martha  A.  Sharp,  also  a native  of  Washing- 
ton county,  and  had  three  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  eldest.  (2)  Mary  E.,  born  in  Jack- 
son,  N.  Y.,  married  William  E.  Neil,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  who  served  three  years  in  the  Civil  war 
as  a member  of  the  123rd  N.  Y.  V.  I.  They  reside 
in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  have  two  children : 
Herby  and  Ora.  (3)  Jeanetta,  born  in  Washing- 
ton county,  N.  Y.,  married  Alonzo  Haines,  of 
Broome  county,  now  a farmer  at  Coleville,  N.  Y., 
and  they  have  one  daughter — Rena. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  7,  1839,  at  Cam- 
bridge, N.  Y.,  and  grew  to  manhood  at  the  old 
homestead.  He  continued  agricultural  work  for 
some  years,  but  in  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
123rd  N.  Y.  Yol.  Inf.,  which  had  been  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  His  term  of  service 
lasted  three  years,  and  during  that  time  he  took  part 
in  many  battles  and  skirmishes;  being  with  Sher- 
man’s forces  in  the  historic  march  to  the  sea.  The 
hardships  of  the  latter  campaign  buoke  down  his 
health,  and  he  was  sent  back  to  Washington,  where 
he  was  discharged  in  July,  1865.  As  his  health 
would  not  permit  him  to  resume  the  work  of  farm- 
ing, he  engaged  in  peddling  jewelry,  and  in  this 
business  he  has  met  with  marked  success.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1874,  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Williams, 
of  Susquehanna  county,  and  located  in  Lanesboro, 


at  the  Williams  homestead.  Later  he  bought  real 
estate  in  the  borough,  and  in  1892  he  built  a 
handsome  residence.  Politically  he  has  always 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is 
popular  in  social  life  as  a member  of  the  Shawan- 
gront  Tribe  No.  268,  Order  of  Red  Men,  and  the 
C.  A.  R.  Post  at  Lanesboro.  He  and  his  wife  have 
had  two  children,  both  born  in  Lanesboro.  (1) 
Leonia,  born  February  18,  1879,  graduated  from 
Lanesboro  Academy,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank 
French,  a resident  of  Lanesboro,  and  a well-known 
teacher  of  Susquehanna  county.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Margaret.  (2)  Charles,  born  December 
24,  1889,  is  attending  the  local  school. 

Mrs.  Bennett,  who  is  a leading  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Lanesboro,  and 
takes  an  influential  part  in  social  and  philanthropic 
movements  in  the  town,  was  born  in  1844,  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  the  locality.  She  is  the 
only  survivor  of  a family  of  twelve  children.  Her 
father,  Alanson  Williams,  was  a native  of  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  but  came  to  Susquehanna  county  at 
an  early  day,  locating  first  in  New  Milford,  and 
later  in  Lanesboro,  where  he  died.  He  was  highly 
esteemed  as  a citizen,  and  for  many  years  was  active 
in  the  local  Republican  organization,  holding  vari- 
ous offices,  while  he  and  his  wife  were  prominent 
in  religious  work  as  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  Tennet,  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  whose  parents,  William  and 
Hannah  (Sprague)  Tennet,  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  pioneer  times,  and  cleared  a homestead 
in  the  wilderness  in  New  Milford  township,  her  fa- 
ther being  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  sec- 
tion in  his  time. 

REV.  ANTHONY  THOMAS  BRODRICK, 
the  beloved  pastor  of  Holy  Mary’s  (Catholic) 
Church,  Montrose,  was  born  in  Archbald,  Lack- 
awanna county,  Penn.,  June  6,  1866,  a son  of  An- 
thony and  Sarah  (Melvin)  Brodrick.  Father  Brod- 
rick  passed  his  boyhood  in  Archbald,  where  he  at- 
tended the  district  schools  until  1882,  when  he  en- 
tered St.  Charles  College,  Ellicott  City,  Howard 
Co.,  Md.,  remaining  a student  there  for  five  years. 
He  next  attended  St.  Bonaventure’s  Seminary,  Alle- 
gany, N.  Y.,  where  he  completed  the  course  and  was 
ordained  a priest,  October  17,  1890.  For  almost 
nine  years  he  served  as  assistant  pastor  at  St.  Pat- 
rick’s Church,  Scranton,  Penn. ; Sacred  Heart 
Church,  Plains,  Penn.,  and  St.  Mary's  Church, 
Wilkes  Barre ; and  in  April,  1899,  was  appointed 
pastor  of  Holy  Mary’s  Church,  Montrose.  He  is 
untiring  in  his  work  for  the  Church  and  has  been 
particularly  successful  in  advancing  its  interests. 
He  is  enterprising  and  energetic,  and  is  now  erect- 
ing a cozy  parsonage  adjoining  the  church. 

Broad  in  his  views  and  sympathies,  a friend 
of  the  poor  and  oppressed,  ever  ready  with  helpful 
counsel  for  the  perplexed  or  sorrowful,  Father  Brod- 
erick has  a wide  field  for  labor,  and  well  does  he  dis- 
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charge  its  arduous  and  sacred  duties.  Throughout 
this  section  of  the  State,  he  is  noted  for  his  pleasant, 
social  manner  and  his  liberality,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  the  people  of  all  creeds  and  denomina- 
tions. 

C.  E.  TAYLOR,  M.  D.  Among  the  promi- 
nent professional  business  men  of  Forest  City,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  well 
and  widely  known.  His  talents  and  tastes  are  for 
both  profession  and  business,  and  as  proprietor  of 
a drug  store  Dr.  Taylor  is  in  a position  to  satisfy 
both  predilections,  each  of  service  to  the  other,  and 
combining  to  make  him  one  of  the  most  useful  mem- 
bers of  society. 

The  ancestry  of  Dr.  Taylor  is  Pennsylvanian 
for  several  generations  back.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, who  was  a farmer  of  Greenfield  township, 
Luzerne  county,  died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  R.  W.  and  A. 
E.  (Wheeler)  Taylor,  were  both  natives  of  Lacka- 
wanna county,  the  father  born  April  11,  1842,  and 
the  mother  October  7,  1839.  Their  family  consists 
of  four  children,  as  follows:  C.  E. ; Herbert  L., 

an  attorney  at  Scranton;  George  L.,  living  at  Forest 
City,  Penn. ; and  H.  E.,  a salesman  at  Forest  City. 
R.  W.  Taylor,  the  father,  engaged  in  farming  in 
Lackawanna  county,  removed  to  Forest  City,  and  is 
now  a prominent  grocer  there. 

C.  E.  Taylor  was  born  October  1,  1862,  in 
Scott,  Penn.  After  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  was  completed  he  attended  medical  lectures 
at  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  then  entered 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York  City, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1887. 
Dr.  i aylor  immediately  located  at  Forest  city  and 
engaged  in  general  practice.  The  following  year  he 
opened  a drug  store,  which  he  has  since  conducted 
in  connection  with  his  practice.  He  is  a registered 
pharmacist,  and  prefers  an  office  to  a general  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  diverting  his  lucrative  practice  in 
that  direction  and  continuing  it  in  connection  with 
the  management  of  his  drug  store. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Mul- 
holland,  a native  of  Jermyn,  Penn.,  and  to  this 
union  three  children  have  been  born : Claude  H., 

Beatrice  (who  died  in  infancy),  and  Anna.  In  pol- 
itics Dr.  Taylor  is  a Republican.  He  is  a member 
of  Forest  City  Lodge  No.  439,  F.  & A.  M.,  and 
of  Palestine  Commandery  No.  14,  at  Carbondale. 
He  is  successful  in  his  business  and  profession,  and 
socially  he  is  one  of  the  best  known  residents  of 
Forest  City. 

MATHEW  STANLEY.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a namesake  of  his  grandfather,  who  in 
1814  built  in  the  wilderness  a small  log  cabin.  For 
four  generations  the  family  has  been  prominent. 
Mathew  Stanley,  the  grandfather,  was  a resident  of 
Burlington,  Vt.,  and  the  father  of  a large  family. 
His  sons  whom  he  brought  with  him  to  the  wilder- 


ness home  were  Calvin,  Luther,  Jasper,  Captain 
Heriman,  Archy,  Horace,  Jason  and  Mathew. 
Luther  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  Mathew  Stan- 
ley first  began  a clearing  at  a place  known  as 
“Ellerslie,”  then  in  Choconut,  but  he  soon  after 
came  to  the  farm  two  miles  north  of  Choconut 
Lake  occupied  by  his  son  Jasper,  and  died  in  1838 
aged  seventy-two  years. 

Jasper,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Burlington,  Vt.,  in  1793.  He  came  with  his  father 
to  Choconut,  and  here  he  cleared  up  a large  farm, 
which  his  son,  our  subject,  now  owns.  He  was  a 
carpenter,  and  followed  his  trade  many  years  in 
connection  with  farming.  He  became  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  during  the  first  half  of  the 
present  century.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church ; in  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  For  many  years  he  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  as  postmaster.  He  was  a man  of 
sterling  principles,  exemplary  of  the  people  among 
whom  he  lived.  He  was  married  in  1825  to  Miss 
Roccinda  Sherer,  a native  of  Hillsboro,  N.  H., 
daughter  of  John  Sherer  and  Jane  (Tompson) 
Sherer,  who  settled  in  Choconut  township  in  1815. 
Jasper  Stanley  died  on  the  home  farm  in  1884,  aged 
ninety-two  years,  surviving  his  wife  about  twenty 
years.  To  them  were  born  five  children:  John, 

Mathew,  Jane,  Emily  and  David.  John,  the  eldest, 
married  Miss  Amelia  Luck  and  is  now  a farmer  and 
lumberman  of  Union,  N.  Y.  Jane  married  Joseph 
W.  Parker,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  I,  57th  P.  V.  I.,  and  who  was  a 
farmer  in  Choconut  township  till  his  death  in  1890. 
Emily  married  Davis  Burrows,  who  served  in  the 
Civil  war,  a member  of  Company  I,  83rd  P.  V.  I., 
and  became  a farmer  of  Rush  township ; both  are 
dead,  and  one  son,  John  E.  Burrows,  a resident  of 
Binghamton,  survives.  David,  the  youngest,  is  un- 
married, and  resides  with  his  brother,  our  subject, 
on  the  old  homestead. 

Mathew  Stanley,  our  subject,  a prosperous  lum- 
berman and  farmer  of  Choconut  township,  was  born 
in  Choconut  township  in  1829.  He  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  attending  the  winter  schools  during 
his  boyhood  and  early  giving  substantial  aid  to  his 
father  in  the  farm  work.  He  assisted  his  father  and 
brother  John  in  the  erection  of  a sawmill,  and  for 
many  years  followed  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
having  a large  trade  at  Binghamton  and  in  Susque- 
hanna county. 

In  1863  he  married  Miss  Mary  F.  Jackson,  who 
was  born  in  Monticello,  N.  Y.,in  March,  1841,  daugh- 
ter of  Cyrus  B.  and  Rachel  ( Crooker ) Jackson.  Cyrus 
Jackson  was  born  in  Westminster,  Mass.,  in  January, 
1812,  his  wife  in  Bath,  Me.,  in  April,  1816.  They 
settled  in  Friendsville  in  1857,  and  here  Mrs.  Jack- 
son  died  in  1864.  Mr.  Jackson  subsequently  moved 
to  Wright  county,  Minn.,  where  he  died.  After  his 
marriage  our  subject  settled  on  the  old  Stanley  farm 
where  he  and  his  wife  cared  for  his  father  until  the 
latter's  death  in  1884.  In  his  youth  our  subject 
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learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  this  he  has  fol- 
lowed in  connection  with  farming  and  lumbering. 
In  1884  he  purchased  the  old  homestead,  including 
a large  amount  of  timber  land,  and  has  since  con- 
tinued to  reside  there.  The  old  home  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  March,  1898,  but  upon  the  old  foundation 
our  subject  has  erected  a modern  residence  and  has 
also  made  many  other  improvements  to  the  farm. 
To  Mathew  and  Mary  F.  Stanley  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Jennie  R.,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Belle,  born  in  1866,  was  well  educated  in  the  home 
and  Montrose  graded  schools,  and  is  now  at  home ; 
Edward,  born  in  1869,  married  Miss  Mary  Ragan, 
of  Susquehanna  county,  and  has  two  children — 
Marie  and  Florence  (he  now  conducts  a meat  mar- 
ket in  Choconut)  ; William,  born  in  1873,  is  an  act- 
ive young  lumberman  of  Choconut  and  is  now  serv- 
ing: his  third  term  as  supervisor ; Mary  A.,  born  in 

1876,  was  a teacher,  but  is  now  the  wife  of  William 
F.  Emerson,  an  engineer  in  the  shoe  factory  at 
Lestershire,  Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Winifred  A., 
born  in  1879,  was  educated  in  the  Montrose  High 
School  and  is  now  one  of  the  successful  teachers 
of  Susquehanna ; Charles  J.,  born  in  1883,  is  a stu- 
dent in  the  home  schools.  Politically  Mr.  Stanley 
is  a Democrat.  He  lias  held  various  local  offices, 
including  those  of  school  director  and  auditor.  Sev- 
eral times  he  has  been  elected  justice  of  the  peace, 
but  he  has  always  declined  to  serve.  Religiously 
himself  and  wife  are  active  adherents  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

GEORGE  PEROZ,  a thrifty  and  enterprising 
agriculturist  of  Milford  township,  Pike  county,  is 
the  fortunate  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  118  acres  near 
Milford  village,  and  under  his  able  management  the 
place  is  kept  in  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was 
born  June  9,  1854,  at  his  present  homestead,  and 
was  the  only  child  of  John  B.  and  Catherine  (Mat- 
thews) Peroz,  both  now  deceased.  His  father  was 
born  in  1781  in  the  northern  part  of  France,  and 
when  fourteen  years  old  enlisted  as  a soldier  under 
Napoleon  Bonaparte.  He  was  with  the  “Little 
Corporal"  in  some  of  his  most  important  campaigns, 
including  the  disastrous  one  which  resulted  in  the 
burning  of  Moscow,  and  at  Waterloo  he  received  a 
severe  saber  wound  in  the  neck.  In  1831  he  came 
to  America,  locating  first  in  New  York  State,  where 
he  followed  gardening  and  farming.  In  1848  he 
removed  to  this  section  and  settled  at  the  present 
homestead,  then  a tract  of  unbroken  forest.  His 
first  purchase  included  twenty  acres  only,  but  as  time 
passed  he  added  other  tracts  until  the  estate  reached 
its  present  limits.  His  death  occurred  March  20, 

1877,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born  at  Belfort,  France, 
died  February  9,  1898,  aged  eighty  years,  the  re- 
mains of  both  being  interred  in  the  Laurel  Hill 
cemetery  in  Milford  township.  Pike  county. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and  at 
an  early  age  he  began  to  assume  responsibility  in 
the  management  of  the  homestead,  to  which  he 


succeeded  on  the  death  of  his  father.  He  and  his 
family  are  prominent  in  the  social  life  of  the  local- 
ity, and  he  is  a member  of  the  i.  O.  O.  F.,  Vander- 
mark  Lodge  No.  828,  at  Milford.  Politically  he  is 
a Democrat,  but  he  has  not  been  especially  active  in 
partisan  work.  On  September  5,  1876,  he  was  mar- 
ried at  Dingmans  Ferry  to  Miss  Emma  Ellenwine 
and  the  following  children  have  blessed  the  union : 
John,  George,  Elizabeth,  Frank,  Catherine  V., 
Mary  and  Frederick,  who  are  all  at  home. 

Mrs.  Peroz  was  born  at  Milford,  January  6, 
1856,  and  was  the  eldest  of  the  six  children  born  to 
John  K.  and  Adeline  (Strombergh)  Ellenwine,  na- 
tives of  Germany.  The  other  children  were  as  fol- 
lows : Sarah  L.,  deceased  wife  of  George  Daumann, 
of  Milford;  Susan,  wife  of  Otto  Vogeley,  a farmer 
of  Three  Oaks,  Mich. ; Katie,  wife  of  Louis  Lake, 
also  a farmer  at  Three  Oaks,  Mich. ; Cecelia,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  and  Frank  B.,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  at  Three  Oaks,  and  who  wed- 
ded Reekie  Ivlute.  John  K.  Ellenwine,  the  father, 
was  born  July  7,  1833,  and  when  a boy  emigrated 
to  America  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming.  For  some  time  he  made  his 
home  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  and  there  in  1854 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Adeline  Strombergh, 
who  was  born  in  1823.  In  1855  they  removed  to 
Milford,  and  there  made  their  home  until  1883, 
when  they  went  to  Indiana,  there  remaining  until 
1885,  at  which  time  they  made  their  last  change, 
going  to  Three  Oaks,  Mich.,  where  they  purchased 
a farm  adjacent  to  Oxford  Church.  On  Wednes- 
day, June  28,  1899,  while  engaged  in  mowing,  Mr. 
Ellenwine  met  an  accidental  death.  The  machine 
struck  a gutter  washed  out  by  the  recent  rains,  and 
Mr.  Ellenwine  was  thrown  out  backwards  ; the  back- 
ing of  the  horses  caused  the  mower  to  rest  on  him, 
and  death  ensued  in  a few  hours.  The  funeral  was 
held  two  days  later  in  the  Oxford  M.  E.  Church, 
the  Rev.  J.  P.  Dunham  officiating,  and  the  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Woodlawn  cemetery. 

ANDREW  A.  BIESECIvER,  an  active  and 
energetic  member  of  the  farming  community  of 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  is  not  only  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  hut  is  also  interested  in 
lumbering,  stock  raising  and  the  manufacture  of 
maple  sugar  and  syrup,  and  is  acknowledged  to  be 
one  of  the  most  thorough  and  systematic  business 
men  of  the  community. 

Air.  Biesecker  was  born  in  Aladison  township, 
Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn,  (then  Luzerne  county), 
August  12,  1842,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Matilda 
(Swartz)  Biesecker,  also  natives  of  Luzerne  coun- 
ty. The  paternal  great-grandfather  was  a native 
of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  America  at  an  early 
day  settled  in  Easton,  Penn.  The  grandparents, 
John  and  Sillepean  Biesecker,  were  both  born  in 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  the  former  of  German,  the 
latter  of  French  descent.  The  grandfather,  who 
was  one  of  the  Revolutionary  heroes,  was  a farmer 
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by  occupation,  and  died  in  Buffalo  county,  Wis. 
Our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  Balser  Swartz, 
was  also  a native  of  Germany. 

facob  Biesecker,  our  subject’s  father,  was  one 
of  the  most  influential  and  popular  citizens  of  Mad- 
ison township,  Lackawanna  county,  where  he 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and 
as  county  commissioner  when  it  still  formed  a part 
of  Luzerne  county.  He  was  a large  man,  weighing 
180  pounds,  and  by  occupation  he,  too,  was  a farmer, 
while  socially  he  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  religiously  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belonged.  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1851,  at 
the  early  age  of  thirty-three  years,  and  was  buried 
at  Bear  Creek,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  June 
4,  1889,  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  Madisonville,  Penn. 
The  children  born  to  them  are  as  follows : David 

married  Dora  McClure,  now  deceased,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Madison  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county ; William  H.  married  Maggie  Bat- 
son, and  is  a stock  raiser  and  farmer  of  St.  Paul, 
Minn. ; Margaret  and  George  both  died  unmarried ; 
Andrew  A.  is  the  next  of  the  family ; Hiram  married 
Bell  Blair,  and  is  a farmer  of  Fan  Claire,  Wis. ; 
Daniel  married  Hannah  Swartz,  and  is  a contractor 
and  builder,  of  Lackawanna,  Penn. ; and  Ira  mar- 
ried and  is  a farmer  of  Amboy,  Wash.  For  her 
second  husband  the  mother  of  these  children  mar- 
ried Anson  Swingle,  who  died  September  10,  1897, 
aged  seventy-four  years. 

Until  eighteen  years  of  age  Andrew  A.  Bies- 
ecker remained  with  his  mother  on  the  home  farm 
in  Lackawanna  county,  attending'  the  district  schools 
and  assisting  in  the  labor  of  field  and  meadow.  He 
then  went  to  Mendota,  Wis.,  where  for  three  years 
he  engaged  in  lumbering  and  contracting.  Return- 
ing home  he  enlisted  in  September,  1861,  for  three 
years,  in  Company  E,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Blair,  and  at  Laurel  Hill  during  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness  he  was  twice  wounded.  His  first  wound 
was  a slight  one  in  his  right  leg,  and  after  dressing 
it  he  took  up  his  gun  and  continued  fighting,  but  a 
half  hour  later  a bullet  struck  his  right  hand,  taking 
off  his  thumb  and  passing  through  the  wrist.  When 
he  had  sufficiently  recovered  from  his  wounds  he 
returned  home  after  two  years  and  eight  months  of 
faithful  service  on  Southern  battlefields.  He  has 
since  successfully  operated  his  fine  farm  in  Saleni 
township,  Wayne  countv,  and  having  a large  grove 
of  maple  trees  upon  his  place,  he  manufactures 
sugar  and  syrup  quite  extensivelv. 

On  September  16,  1862,  in  Salem  township,  Mr. 
Biesecker  was  married,  by  Elder  Milton  Clark,  a 
Christian  minister,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  France,  who 
was  born  on  the  farm  where  she  and  her  husband 
now  live,  Mav  6,  1846.  Her  parents,  Jacob  and 
Catherine  (Hawk)  France,  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  New  Jersey,  whence  they  came  to  Wayne 
county  in  1845  and  located  upon  a farm  of  seventy- 
one  acres,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home 


until  called  from  this  life.  The  father  always  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  a man  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  in  1851, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years,  and  his  estimable 
wife,  who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  passed  away  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the  Hollis- 
terville  cemetery.  The  children  born  to  them  were 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Isaac,  who  mar- 
ried Evaline  Lamerue,  and  died  in  Kingston,  Penn. 
The  mother  was  twice  married,  her  second  husband 
being  Joseph  Hornbaker,  who  died  in  i860,  aged 
thirty-one,  leaving  one  child,  George,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Greenridge, 
Penn.  Mrs.  France's  parents  were  Philip  and 
Elizabeth  (Snover)  Hawk. 

Isaac  France,  Mrs.  Biesecker's  paternal  grand- 
father, was  born  July  26,  1797,  in  Rhode  Island,  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Vaughn)  France,  na- 
tives of  Kentucky  and  New  Jersey,  respectively. 
His  grandfather,  Isaac  France,  was  a native  of 
Scotland,  who  came  to  America  at  an  early  day  and 
with  an  expedition  went  to  Kentucky  during  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  settled  near  Boone  Ridge. 
He  became  quite  wealthy  and  prominent.  The 
children  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Vaughn)  France 
were  Abram,  who  married  Catora  Quick;  John, 
who  wedded  Mary  Snover,  and  after  her  death 
Lena  Miller;  Jacob,  who  married  Angeline  Hart- 
man ; Isaac,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Biesecker ; 
Richard,  who  married  Abby  Miller ; and  David, 
who  married  Susan  Hartman.  All  are  now  de- 
ceased. The  father  of  these  served  as  a private  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  On  May  1 1 , 1819,  Isaac 
France  married  Anna  Titman,  who  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  April  1,  1796.  For  some  time  he  con- 
ducted a blacksmith  shop  near  Blairstown,  N.  J., 
but  spent  his  last  days  in  farming.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat.  He  died  January  12,  1840,  his 
wife  August  11,  1837,  and  both  were  buried  at 
Blairstown.  Their  children  were  as  follows : Ja- 
cob, born  January  19,  1820,  married  Catherine 

Hawk,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Bies- 
ecker; Abram,  born  January  22,  1822,  died  in  1836; 
Isaac,  born  February  4,  1824,  is  deceased;  Walter 
B.  was  born  February  21,  1826;  Elizabeth,  born 
April  10,  1828,  is  the  widow  of  John  Ball;  Mary, 
born  March  2,  1830,  married  first  Ezra  Pierce  and 
after  his  death  Moses  Dickinson,  but  both  she  and 
her  husband  are  now  deceased ; Sarah  A.,  born 
April  7,  1835,  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Quick,  a farmer 
of  Bevington,  Iowa;  and  George,  born  April  ir, 
1837,  died  at  Leadville,  Colorado. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Biesecker  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, namely:  Jacob,  who  married  Minnie  Simons 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  at  Hollisterville,  Wayne 
county ; and  Carrie,  who  married  Ward  Sheerer, 
of  Maplewood,  Penn.,  and  died  leaving  one  child — - 
Ethel.  Poltically  Mr.  Biesecker  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, but  has  never  cared  for  office,  preferring 
to  8‘ive  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business  in- 
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terests.  Socially  lie  is  a member  of  the  Patriotic 
Order  Sons  of  America,  and  religiously  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  sincere  and  faithful  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  They  are  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  their  county,  their  sterling 
worth  and  many  excellencies  of  character  winning 
for  them  the  friendship  of  all  with  whom  they  come 
in  contact. 

WILLIAM  H.  REYNOLDS,  an  honored  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war  and  a leading  citizen  of  Oak- 
land township,  owns  and  operates  a valuable  farm, 
whose  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  well  indicates 
his  careful  supervision.  Substantial  improvements 
are  surrounded  by  well-tilled  fields,  and  all  of  the 
accessories  and  conveniences  of  a model  farm  are 
there  found. 

Mr.  Reynolds  is  a native  of  New  York,  born 
in  Greene  county,  in  November,  1844,  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Jrefa  (Watters)  Reynolds,'  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  Greene  coun- 
ty, the  father  in  1819.  After  residing  in  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.,  for  some  years  they  came  to  Oakland 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1856,  and 
bought  a farm,  on  which  the  father  still  lives  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years,  but  his  wife  is  now  deceased. 
Leaving  his  wife  and  five  children  he  enlisted  during 
the  Civil  war  in  the  137th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  for  three 
years,  and  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  he  was  so 
seriously  wounded  in  the  shoulders  that,  he  was 
disabled"  for  further  duty.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest 
of  his  children.  (2)  Martha  J.  is  now  the  wife  of 
Martin  Pooler,  of  Oakland  borough.  (3)  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Isaac  Kent,  of  the  same  place,  and  has 
five  children.  (4)  Watson,  born  in  Delaware  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  lives  in  Oakland  borough  and  by  his  mar- 
riage has  two  children.  (5)  Betsy  is  the  wife  of 
Noah  Chamberlain,  of  Oakland,  and  has  seven 
children. 

During  his  boyhood,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  given  the  advantages  of  a district  school  edu- 
cation, and  upon  his  father's  farm  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  offered  his 
services  to  the  government  in  her  efforts  to  suppress 
the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  Company  F,  112th  P.  V. 
I.,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
As  a recruit  he  joined  his  regiment  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg and  was  placed  on  picket  duty  the  first  night. 
He  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Chase's  farm, 
and  later  was  in  several  skirmishes  while  the  head- 
quarters of  the  regiment  was  near  the  Appomattox 
river.  They  followed  Lee’s  army  to  Richmond  and 
after  the  surrender  of  that  generaHvere  stationed  at 
Petersburg  until  July,  1864,  when  they  were  dis- 
charged at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Prior  to  entering  the  army  Mr.  Reynolds  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  E.  Tanner,  of  Susquehanna,  a 
daughter  of  George  Tanner,  and  then  bought  a 
farm  in  Oakland  township,  upon  which  he  made 
some  improvements,  but  later  sold  his  first  pur- 
chase and  bought  his  present  farm  in  1865.  Here 


his  wife  died  in  1868,  leaving  two  children:  Ida, 
who  was  born  in  Susquenanna,  in  1865,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years ; and  George,  who  died 
in  childhood.  For  his  second  wife  he  married  her 
sister,  Miss  Wealthy  Tanner,  who  died  with  con- 
sumption inside  of  two  years.  He  next  wedded 
Miss  May  Munson,  who  died  twelve  years  later, 
leaving  three  daughters:  Jennie  and  Minnie,  who 
have  received  good  educations  and  are  at  home 
with  their  father ; and  Grace,  wife  of  Ernest  Pettis, 
of  Susquehanna.  In  1886,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Hustey,  who  was  born  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  in*i86i,  a daughter  of  R.  H. 
and  Sarah  Atwell.  She  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict and  private  schools  of  Windsor,  and  when  a 
young  lady  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Chauncey 
Hustey,  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  she 
had  one  daughter,  Myrtle,  who  married  Lewis  Mc- 
Kinney, of  Oakland,  and  now  resides  in  Great 
Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county.  By  his  last 
marriage  our  subject  bas  no  children. 

In  1893  Mr.  Reynolds  erected  upon  his  farm  a 
fine  residence  with  every  modern  convenience ; has 
cleared  his  entire  farm  and  placed  it  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best 
improved  and  most  desirable  places  of  the  locality. 
Although  he  started  out  in  life  a poor  boy,  he  has  by 
his  own  honest  industry  and  good  management 
accumulated  the  means  to  make  him  independent. 
In  1894  he  became  manager  of  the  poor  farm  of 
Oakland  township,  which  he  most  satisfactorily 
conducted  for  three  years,  and  then  returned  to 
his  own  farm.  He  has  always  cast  his  ballot  with 
the  Republican  party  but  has  never  been  an  aspir- 
ant for  office,  though  he  has  filled  a number  of  local 
positions.  He  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  Post  of  Susquehanna,  and  he  and  his  wife 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
they  were  both  reared.  They  have  an  adopted  son, 
Karl  W.  Reynolds,  now  two  vears  old. 

SILAS  H.  SMITH,  a prosperous  and  highly 
esteemed  agriculturist  of  Rush  township,  is  a native 
of  Susquehanna  county,  and  since  attaining  to  man’s 
estate  has  been  prominently  identified  with  its  farm- 
ing interests.  He  was  born  in  Auburn  township, 
January  9,  1857,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Urania  (Leon- 
ard) Smith,  also  natives  of  Susquehanna  county, 
where  they  were  married  April  8,  1850.  Through- 
out life  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, and  during  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  second 
lieutenant  of  Company  H,  147th  P.  V.  I.  He  was 
born  July  9,  1825,  and  died  in  Rush  township,  Janu- 
ary 13,  1891,  while  the  mother  was  born  April  11, 
1832,  and  died  December  13,  1872,  and  they  now 
sleep  side  by  side  in  the  Rush  Center  cemetery. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Albert  L.,  born 
July  21,  1851,  is  now  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Sallv  W.,  born  October  30,  1854,  is  the  wife  of 
Samuel  S.  Stone,  of  Scranton ; Silas  H.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Jerome  W.,  born 
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March  5,  1859,  >s  a resident  of  Rush;  Stella  M., 
born  June  26,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  George  Lincoln, 
of  Birchardville ; and  James  R.,  born  June  22,  1866, 
is  deaf  and  dumb.  The  father  was  a second  time 
married,  June  7,  1873,  this  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Elmira  (Sebring)  Dickerson.  Our  subject's  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  John  Smith,  of  Auburn 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Silas  H.  Smith 
remained  with  his  parents,  and  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen began  working  as  a farm  hand  for  others,  being 
thus  employed  for  nine  years.  He  was  then  mar- 
ried and  located  upon  his  .present  farm,  where  he 
has  since  lived  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
spent  on  another  farm  in  Rush  township.  In  con- 
nection with  agricultural  pursuits,  for  four  sum- 
mers he  engaged  in  peddling  meat.  He  has  pros- 
pered in  his  undertakings  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
two  fine  farms.  He  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of 
the  most  thorough  and  skillful  farmers  of  his  com- 
munity, as  well  as  one  of  its  most  upright  and  re- 
liable citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

On  December  1,  1883,  in  Rush,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Smith  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Kunkle,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  two  children : Cleon  L.,  born 
April  19,  1885;  and  Raymond  L.,  born  June  12, 
1894.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  East  Rush,  Susque- 
hanna countv,  April  29,  i860,  and  being  provided 
with  a good  practical  education,  she  commenced 
teaching  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and 
successfully  taught  two  terms  of  three  months  each. 
She  then  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  milliner’s 
trade,  and  later  conducted  a millinery  shop  of  her 
own  until  1897,  when  she  sold  out  owing  to  poor 
health.  She  is  a most  estimable  lady  who  has  the 
respect  of  all  who  know  her,  and  in  the  conduct  of 
her  business  affairs  displayed  remarkable  ability. 

Mrs.  Smith’s  parents  were  John  H.  and  Sarah 
(Spragle)  Kunkle,  natives  of  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  who  made  their  home  in  Ivunkletown  until 
1851,  then  removed  to  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and 
seven  years  later  became  residents  of  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  The  father,  who  in 
early  life  followed  milling  and  later  farming,  was 
born  January  29,  1811,  and  died  in  1877;  while 
the  mother  was  born  January  17,  1817,  and  died  July 
5,  1888,  their  remains  being  interred  in  Rush  Center 
cemetery.  Their  children  were  Jerry,  deceased ; 
George,  now  deceased,  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil 
war;  Edna,  deceased;  Jacob  S.  died  in  the  army 
during  the  Rebellion ; William  C.,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township;  Catherine,  widow  of  R.  S.  Loose,  of 
Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county;  John  W. 
also  died  in  the  army;  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  Asa 
M . Llickok ; Martha  is  the  wife  of  D.  L.  Bunnell, 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Edwin  M.  died  in  infancy; 
Mary  F.  married  Kirby  Bunnell,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township;  Ella  S.  married  Randolph  Wilcox,  a 
huckster  of  Rush  township ; and  Sarah  E.  is  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  Her  paternal  grandparents 
were  Jolm  and  Rebecca  (Huston)  Kunkle,  of  Mon- 


roe county ; and  her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Jacob  S.  and  Catherine  (Myers)  Spragle,  also  of 
that  county. 

GEORGE  W.  DANIELS,  deceased.  It  is  dif- 
ficult for  the  rising  generation  to  realize  the  changes 
that  have  been  brought  about  in  this  section  within 
an  average  lifetime,  but  Mr.  Daniels,  late  a venerable 
and  highly-esteemed  resident  of  White  Mills,  Wayne 
county,  could  recall  the  time  when  that  locality  was 
a veritable  “howling  wilderness.”  During  his  span 
of  life  fertile  farms  and  busy  cities  took  the  place 
of  the  forests  which  once  stretched  unbroken  over 
hill  and  valley,  and  he  had  many  interesting  remin- 
iscences of  the  early  time  to  relate.  As  a boy  he 
became  inured  to  all  the  trials  and  hardships  of 
"backwoods”  life,  and  as  a man  he  did  effective  work 
in  supporting  the  progressive  movements  which 
have  brought  about  our  present  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  born  May  27,  1822,  at  Pal- 
myra, Wayne  county,  son  of  Russell  and  Cynthia 
(Ivellam)  Daniels,  who  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  in  that  locality.  They  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Wayne  county,  and  for  a short  time 
after  their  marriage  resided  at  Tafton,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  where  the  father  purchased  a small  tract  of 
land,  improving  it  for  a homestead.  Later  he 
bought  a large  amount  of  real  estate  at  the  present 
site  of  Hawley,  and  there  made  his  permanent 
home,  clearing  out  an  extensive  farm.  The  timber 
from  the  tract  was  disposed  of  to  good  advantage, 
and  for  a number  of  years  he  was  among  the  lead- 
ing lumbermen  on  the  Lackawaxen  and  Delaware 
rivers.  He  was  a man  of  strong  character,  and  he 
and  his  estimable  wife  were  active  workers  in  re- 
ligious and  educational  movements,  helping  to  found 
schools  and  Churches  in  the  community.  He  died 
December  8,  1863,  and  she  survived  him  but  a few 
years,  her  death  occurring  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Electa  Bassett,  of  Honesdale.  This  ex- 
cellent couple  had  eight  children,  whom  they  reared 
to  lives  of  usefulness  and  honor : (1)  Frank,  born 

at  Hawley,  in  1819,  remained  on  the  homestead  for 
some  years  of  his  early  manhood,  but  later  removed 
to  White  Mills,  where  he  purchased  property.  He 
died  there  in  1885,  and  his  widow,  formerly  Miss 
Victorine  Dexter,  of  Wayne  county,  died  in  August, 
1897.  They  had  five  children,  Elmore,  Ida,  Arthur, 
Cora  and  Myra.  (2)  George  W.,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below.  (3)  Ira,  born  at 
Hawley,  resided  there  until  his  death,  in  1895.  He 
married  Miss  Margaret  Atkinson,  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty, who  survived  him  with  five  children,  Howard, 
William,  Fannie,  Delaphine  and  Lizzie.  (4)  Mar- 
tin, born  at  Hawley,  resides  at  Scranton,  Penn., 
where  he  is  employed  in  the  car  shops.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Compton,  of  Wayne  county,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Edith  and  May.  (5)  Ed- 
win, born  at  Hawley,  married  Mary  Bailey,  of 
Wayne  county,  and  still  resides  in  that  county. 
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(6)  Dighten  was  born  at  Hawley,  where  he  still 
resides,  being  employed  in  the  railroad  depot.  He 
married  Miss  Fanny  Snyder,  of  the  same  town, 
and  they  have  four  daughters,  Annie  (wife  of  Os- 
car Ridgeway),  Jennie  (wife  of  Mortimer  Ball,  of 
Hawley),  Nellie,  and  Lulu.  (7)  Elizabeth,  born 
at  Hawley,  in  1830,  married  a Mr.  Slocum,  of  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  and  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  two 
children,  George,  and  Emma  (now  Mrs.  Moss,  of 
Chicago).  (8)  Electa,  born  in  1837,  at  Hawley, 
is  the  widow  of  John  Bassett,  of  Honesdale.  Six 
children  also  survive — Russell,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Kansas  City ; Anna,  wife  of  William 
Hanton,  of  Chicago ; Elizabeth,  who  resides  with 
her  mother,  at  Honesdale;  James,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  Canada;  and  Herbert  and  Charles, 
who  are  residents  of  Honesdale. 

George  W.  Daniels  was  reared  at  the  old  home- 
stead at  Hawley,  and  until  he  reached  his  majority 
assisted  lii's  father  upon  the  farm.  On  leaving- 
home  he  engaged  in  boating',  on  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  canal,  carrying  lumber  and  coal  from 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  to  Rondout,  N.  Y.,  a distance  of 
108  miles.  After  spending  one  year  in  this  occupa- 
tion he  resumed  his  work  upon  the  homestead, 
which  he  continued  until  his  marriage,  November 
2,  1844,  to  Aliss  Lura  Dexter,  daughter  of  John 
and  Lura  Dexter,  well-known  pioneers  of  New 
^ ork  State.  Soon  after  this  event  Mr.  Daniels  set- 
tled upon  a farm  at  Purdytown,  Wayne  county,  be- 
longing to  his  father,  and  engaged  in  stock  raising, 
dealing  largely  in  horses,  of  which  he  had  many 
fine  ones.  He  remained  there  about  ten  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Hawley  and  followed  teaming  for 
some  time.  In  1865  he  purchased  the  old  Perry 
homestead,  of  150  acres,  at  White  Mills,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  October  26,  1899, 
his  attention  being  devoted  to  agricultural  work 
until  his  retirement  from  active  business,  in  1885. 
He  always  took  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs, and  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  While  never  an  office- 
seeker,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  do  his  duty  as  a citizen, 
and  his  interest  in  educational  matters  was  shown 
b>  his  active  seivice  for  more  than  fifteen  vears  as 
a school  director.  During  the  Civil  war 'he  was 
drafted,  but  paid  $300  for  a substitute  and  remained 
at  home.  The  family  is  identified  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Daniels  was  a consistent 
member  until  her  death,  on  April  30,  1885.  She 
was  a faithful  helpmeet,  sharing  cheerfullv  all  the 
hardships  of  her  husband's  life,  and  ber  influence 
was  a lasting  inspiration  to  him. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels: 
O)  Cynthia,  born  in  Purdytown,  August  22,  184 — , 
married  David  Bishop,  of-  Hawley,  and  after  his 
decease  wedded  Erastus  Hadglon,  of  Ariel,  Wayne 
county,  where  she  now  resides.  She  has  five  chil- 
dren, all  by  her  first  marriage,  Lulu,  Freeman, 
George,  Frederick  and  Charles.  (2)  Lura,  born 
in  1847,  Wayne  county,  married  Joel  Fish,  and 


removed  to  Blackberry,  111.,  where  her  husband 
died  some  years  ago.  She  returned  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty with  her  three  sons,  George,  Joseph  and  Lewis, 
and  died  in  1889.  Her  sons,  who  are  now  grown 
to  manhood,  were  reared  under  the  kindly  care  of 
their  grandfather  and  their  aunt  Amanda.  (3) 
Miss  Amanda,  born  in  Wayne  county,  August  2, 
1849,  received  a classical  education  in  the  schools 
of  White  Mills,  and  her  refinement  and  culture  have 
made  her  a leader  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the 
locality.  She  takes  an  active  part  in  Church  and 
Sunday-school  work,  and  for  some  years  has  had 
entire  charge  of  the  home,  having  relieved  her 
mother's  last  days  from  care,  .and  proving  her  fa- 
ther's chief  comfort  in  old  age.  (4)  Emma  died 
in  early  womanhood.  (5)  Edith  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years.  (6)  Martha  died  at  the  age  of 
five. 

J.  J.  STRICKLAND,  a progressive  and  ener- 
getic farmer  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  distinguished  families  of  that 
section  of  the  county.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back 
to  Stow  Strickland,  who  was  probably  a native  of 
England  and  settled  in  Connecticut  at  an  early  day. 
His  son,  Jonathan  Strickland,  the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  is  believed  to  have  been  born  in  the 
Nutmeg  State.  For  some  time  he  lived  in  what 
was  known  as  the  stone  tavern  near  Shohola  Falls, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  later  came  to  Springville  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  He  was  a millwright 
by  trade  and  during  his  residence  in  Pike  county 
operated  an  up  and  down  mill.  He  married  and  his 
wife  died  November  25,  1815,  while  his  own  death 
occurred  July  3,  1816.  To  them  were  born  four 
children,  all  now  deceased,  namely:  Jonathan; 
Sylvester,  grandfather  of  our  subject;  Sarah,  wife 
of  Jeremiah  Rosengrant ; and  Phcebe,  wife  of  Samuel 
Sutton,  of  Springville  townsnip. 

Sylvester  Strickland  was  born  near  Shohola 
Falls,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  August  7,  1791,  and  from 
there  moved  to  Wyoming  county,  where  he  was 
married  September  11,  1811,  to  Miss  Rachel  Taylor, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  June  3,  1792,  and  when 
a child  was  taken  to  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  by  her 
parents,  Obediah  and  Rhoda  (Wilcox)  Taylor.  ' Her 
father  died  October  27,  1830,  her  mother  January 
L 1855.  On  leaving  Wyoming  county,  Sylvester 
Strickland  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  in 
Springville  township  purchased  120  acres  of  wild 
land,  of  which  he  cleared  a large  portion  and  con- 
verted it  into  well  tilled  fields.  His  political  support 
was  given  the  Republican  party,  and  he  most  ac- 
ceptably filled  the  office  of  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship. He  died  October  1,  1876,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  May  21,  1868.  To  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  Calvin 
Rogers,  of  Springville  township;  Ezra,  deceased; 
Isaac,  who  died  during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war ; 
Susana,  deceased  wife  of  Theron  Marcy,  of  Wyom- 
ing county;  Esther,  deceased  wife  of  J.  W.  Fisk, 
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of  Morrison,  Whiteside  Co.,  111.;  John,  father  of 
our  subject;  Alfred,  deceased,  who  engaged  in  farm- 
ing near  Omaha,  Neb.;  Philander,  a resident  of 
Springville  township ; Ruth,  wife  of  Preston  Mary- 
ott,  a farmer  of  Springville  township ; Theron,  also 
a resident  of  that  township;  and  Clarissa,  deceased 
wife  of  Martin  Park,  of  the  same  place. 

John  Strickland,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Springville  township,  November  io,  1822,  and 
there  spent  his  entire  life.  In  1848  he  bought  eighty- 
one  acres  of  wild  land,  to  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  which  he  turned  his  attention  after 
erecting  thereon  a house  and  barn,  and  to  the 
original  purchase  hq  afterward  added  fifty-two 
acres.  At  different  times  he  bought  and  sold  other 
property,  but  retained  his  first  farm  which  he  suc- 
cessfully operated  until  called  from  this  life,  Oc- 
tober 16,  1890.  He  was  a strong  Republican  in 
political  sentiment,  and  served  as  overseer  of  the 
poor.  On  March  26,  1848,  he  wedded  Miss  Mary 
C.  Ivintner,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Stucker)  Kintner,  who  were  married  January  14, 
1819.  Her  father  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Penn., 
December  3,  1791,  and  died  April  17,  1877.  His 
father  was  Conrad  Kintner,  a native  of  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  now  Pike  county,  who 
married  Christiana  Puss,  and  to  them  were  born 
five  sons  and  seven  daughters,  nearly  all  of  whom 
lived  to  a ripe  old  age.  To  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Stucker)  Kintner  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren : Angeline,'  now  eighty  years  of  age,  is  the  wid- 
ow of  George  Carney,  of  Wyoming  county;  Thomas, 
deceased,  was  a resident  of  Meshoppen,  Wyoming 
county;  Mary  C.,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born 
November  16,  1821  ; Christiana  is  the  wife  of  Jack- 
son  Mowry,  of  Meshoppen ; Sarah  is  the  widow  of 
Frank  Siegfried,  of  Wyoming  county ; Conrad  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years ; Mary  Margaret  died 
young;  and  John  died  leaving  a family. 

J.  J.  Strickland  is  the  youngest  in  a family  of 
eight  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : Eliza- 
beth, now  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Squire,  of  Wyoming 
county,  Soplnoma,  who  is  living  on  the  old"  home- 
stead with  her  mother;  Jacob,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  six  and  a half  years  ; Ella,  wife  of  J.  C.  Reynolds, 
of  Wyoming  county ; Sarah,  widow  of  John  Squire! 
of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county;  T. 
Edwin,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Christina  Lavina, 
wife  of  L.  H.  Gregory,  a farmer  of  Dimock  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  Our  subject  was  born 
in  Spi  ingville  township,  May  26,  1864,  was  reared 
on  the  old  homestead  and  began  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Later  he  at- 
tended the  Mansfield  State  Normal,  and  on  com- 
pleting the  course  returned  to  the  home  farm.  In 
connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  he  was  for 
several  years  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  Springville  township.  He  now  owns  and  operates 
the  old  homestead,  consisting  of  133  acres  all  cleared 
and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  also 
agent  for  farm  implements.  He  raises  considerable 


corn  and  oats,  and  for  dairy  purposes  has  twenty 
cows. 

In  Wyoming  county,  June  27,  1889,  Mr.  Strick- 
land was  married  by  Rev.  C.  H.  Sackett,  a Metho- 
dist Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Dora  B.  Vose.  Her 
parents,  James  L.  and  Amanda  E.  (Yamerj  Vose, 
have  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  county,  where 
the  father  was  engaged  in  milling  until  1890,  and 
has  since  carried  on  an  insurance  business.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  a little  daughter,  Elta 
Blanche,  born  July  26,  1892.  Mr.  Strickland  casts 
his  ballot  for  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  now  efficiently  serving  his 
ninth  year  as  auditor  of  his  township.  He  attends 
and  supports  the  Evangelical  Church,  of  which  his 
mother  is  a member.  As  a business  man  he  is 
straightforward  and  reliable,  and  as  a citizen  meets 
every  requirement. 

A.  W.  MILES.  This  prominent  farmer  and 
business  man  of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  of  the  third  generation  of  the  pioneers 
of  northeastern  Pennsylvania.  His  grandfather, 
I homas  Miles,  a native  of  Connecticut,  migrated  to 
Susquehanna  county  early  in  the  present  century 
with  his  wife,  Polly  Vose,  and  settled  in  Dimock 
township,  where  he  purchased  a farm  and  reared  a 
large  family  of  children,  namely:  James,  Betsy, 
Maria,  Lucy,  Jonathan,  Jasper,  Cordelia,  William, 
John  Orey  and  Riley.  Of  these,  Jasper,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Dimock  township.  He 
was  married  in  Bradford  county  to  Ursula  Black. 
For  some  years  after  his  marriage  he  lived  in  Dim- 
ock township,  then  moved  to  Auburn  township, 
where  he  owned  and  operated  a farm  of  considera- 
ble size.  He  then  farmed  for  some  years  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  whence  he  removed  to  Dimock 
township  and  died  near  the  old  homestead,  aged 
forty-one  years.  His  wife  subsequently  married  J. 
J.  Green,  of  Elk  county,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1895,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  The  family  of 
Jasper  and  Ursula  Miles  consisted  of  the  following 
children : Burton  E.,  a farmer  of  Ridgway,  Elk 
county,  owning  about  eight  hundred  acres  of  iand ; 
Alonzo  W.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Sarah,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  one  year ; Mary,  who  married  E.  M. 
Tiffany,  a merchant  of  Hopbottom,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Albert,  deceased;  Frank,  deceased;  and 
Thomas  J.,  a painter  of  Sherman,  Chautauqua  coun- 
ty, New  York. 

Alonzo  W.  was  born  in  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  December  25,  1842.  He  was 
reared  in  that  county,  attending  the  district  schools 
and  also  the  graded  schools  at  Spring  Hill.  He  left 
home  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  when  his  father  died, 
and  lived  with  one  family  for  seven  years.  He  en- 
listed September  12,  1861,  in  Company  D,  50th  N. 
Y.  Engineers,  and  remained  continuously  in  service 
until  discharged  August  15,  1865,  serving  on  the 
regular  detail  to  construct  roads,  build  pontoon 
bridges,  etc.  The  regiment  was  the  largest  in  ser- 
vice, having  a force  of  1800  men.  It  was  stationed 
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in  Virginia  throughout  the  war  and  was  actively  en- 
gaged during  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Cold 
Harbor  and  Yorktown.  After  his  discharge  from 
the  government  service  Mr.  Miles  was  engaged  for 
eight  years  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Pittston. 
He  was  then  engaged  for  two  years  as  stationary 
engineer  of  the  Glenwood  tannery.  Removing  to 
Hopbottom  he  was  for  eighteen  years  salesman  with 
E.  M.  Tiffany.  In  October,  1896,  he  located  at  West 
Lenox,  where  he  bought  a farm,  erected  a store  and 
has  since  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  connec- 
tion with  extensive  and  successful  fruit  farming. 

Mr.  Miles  was  first  married  to  Nellie  Alexan- 
der ; she  died  leaving  one  child — Bert  C.,  born  March 
7,  1873,  who  served  in  Company  C,  13th  P.  V.  I., 
during  the  Spanish-American  war.  The  second  wife 
of  our  subject  was  Miss  Nettie  Hardy.  After  her 
death  he  married  Elizabeth  E.  Crandall,  the  daughter 
of  William  P.  Crandall,  of  Hopbottom.  After  her 
death  Mr.  Miles  married  his  present  wife,  Lida  L. 
Lawrence,  adopted  daughter  of  Seymour  Lawrence, 
of  Lenox  township.  In  politics  Mr.  Miles  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  At  Hopbottom  he  was  frequent- 
ly called  upon  to  fill  local  offices,  including  those  of 
burgess  (for  two  terms),  and  school  director.  He 
was  elected  the  first  high  constable  of  the  borough. 
Mr.  Miles  was  formerly  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

JOHN  C.  PEIRSON,  a well-known  farmer 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Franklin  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  on  his  present  farm, 
March  17,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  William  W.  and 
Mahala  (Barnum)  Peirson,  the  former  born  in  New 
Jersey,  March  30,  1821,  the  latter  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, May  9,  1821.  When  quite  young  the  father 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county, 
and  throughout  his  active  business  life  he  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Franklin  township.  He 
died  September  29,  i860,  and  was  buried  at  Laws- 
ville,  Susquehanna  county,  while  his  wife  died  No- 
vember 12,  1873,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  She  was  twice  mar- 
ried, her  second  husband  being  John  Dean,  who  died 
in  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  but  she  had 
no  children  by  that  union.  The  children  of  the  first 
marriage  were  Laura  A.,  a resident  of  Lranklin 
township;  Theron,  of  California;  Frank  W.,  a trav- 
eling salesman  of  New  YMrk ; John  C.,  our  subject; 
and  Walton  H.,  a railroad  employe  of  Nebraska. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  John 
and  Betsy  (Talmage)  Peirson,  natives  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  his  maternal  grandparents  were  Stephen 
and  Sarah  (Smith)  Barnum,  jnatives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

John  C.  Peirson  has  spent  his  entire  life  upon 
his  present  farm,  and  has  been  very  successful  in 
its  operation  since  attaining  to  man’s  estate.  He 
is  a wide-awake,  energetic  man,  and  from  a modest 
beginning,  in  which  he  was  dependent  upon  his 
own  resources,  has  placed  himself  among  the  pros- 
perous and  substantial  citizens  of  the  township.  In 
politics  he  is  a steadfast  Republican,  and  as  a man 


and  citizen  contributes  his  full  share  toward  enhanc- 
ing the  intellectual  and  moral  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives. 

On  November  17,  1880,  in  Franklin  township, 
Mr.  Peirson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Betsy 
A.  McKinney,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: Frank  M.,  Maud  A.,  Stanley  L.  and  Ellen  R. 
Mrs.  Peirson  was  born  in  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna 
county,  September  19,  1858,  a daughter  of  John  O. 
and  Rebecca  (Holmes)  McKinney,  also  natives  of 
Great  Bend,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  until  1863,  when  they  moved  to  Franklin  town- 
ship. There  the  father  died  in  July,  of  that  year, 
at  the  age  of  forty  years  and  ten  months,  the  mother 
in  1891,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  and  both 
were  buried  in  Lawsville  cemetery.  In  religious 
faith  they  were  Baptists,  and  they  were  held  in  high 
esteem  by  all  who  knew  them.  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  namely : Melvin,  who  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Franklin  township ; Lucy  J.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ; Ellen,  who  lives  with 
her  brother  on  the  home  farm ; John  O.,  a farmer 
of  Franklin  township;  Charles  J.,  a farmer  of 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county ; and 
Betsy  A.,  wife  of  our  subject.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents, John  and  Betsy  (Crocker)  McKinney,  were 
natives  of  New  York  State  and  early  settlers  of  Great 
Bend,  where  the  former  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness. The  maternal  grandparents,  John  and  Betsy 
(Manning)  Holmes,  were  natives  of  Boston,  Mass., 
and  were  also  pioneers  of  Great  Bend,  where  they 
spent  their  last  days. 

WALTER  J.  KEESLER,  the  genial  landlord 
of  the  “Hotel  Lancaster,”  Dreher  township,  Wayne 
county,  was  born  in  Damascus,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
in  1856,  a son  of  Charles  D.  and  Sallie  Keesler,  and 
grandson  o.f  John  and  Clara  Keesler.  The  grandfa- 
ther was  born  on  the  Hudson  in  New  York  State, 
and  on  coming  to  Pennsylvania  located  near  Galilee 
in  Damascus,  Wayne  county,  where  he  purchased 
land  and  engaged  in  farming  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  There  both  he  and  his  wife  died. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children,  namely:  Eli; 
Charles;  Lyman;  Julia,  wife  of  Edward  Turner,  of 
Wayne  county ; Melvina,  wife  of  Harry  Stocker, 
of  Wayne  county;  Satira,  wife  of  J.  L.  Brigham,  of 
Damascus  township;  and  Julius,  who  married  Fran- 
ces Brigham  and  located  in  Damascus. 

Charles  Keesler,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  Haverstraw,  N.  Y.,  but  was  reared  in  Damascus, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  for  many  years,  his  time  and  attention  being 
given  to  the  occupations  of  lumbering  and  farming. 
He  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in  Monroe  coun- 
ty, in  1888;  but  his  worthy  wife  is  still  living  in 
Dreher  township,  Wayne  county.  The  children  born 
to  them  were  as  follows : ( 1 ) Adaline,  born  on  the 
old  home  farm  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, married  Joel  Potter,  of  the  same  locality,  and  with 
their  family  they  now  reside  in  [Manchester,  Penn.  (2) 
Levi  J.,  who  was  a member  of  Company  I,  84th  P. 
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V.  I.,  served  all  through  the  Civil  war  and  partici- 
pated m many  important  engagements.  He  mar- 
ried Lydia  Marks,  of  Damascus,  and  they  now  reside 
near  Drovers  Home,  Monroe  county.  Their  children 
are:  Travis;  John;  Lottie,  wife  of  Milo  McGarger, 
of  Monroe  county;  Addison;  Grace;  and  Anna.  (3) 
Clarissa  is  the  wife  of  Aaron  Brigham,  a farmer 
of  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  five  children : Melita,  Charles, 
Rockwell,  Musie  and  Cora.  (4)  Caroline  mar- 
ried Orville  Brigham,  who  died  leaving  one  son, 
Jacob,  and  she  later  married  John  Charles,  of 
Damascus,  who  was  a soldier  111  the  Civil  war, 
and  was  rendered  blind  by  being  seriously  wounded 
while  in  the  service.  They  now  reside  in  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  have  children  as  follows : Sal- 
lie,  Walter,  Laura,  Libbie,  Grant  and  Joseph.  (5) 
Peter  married  Lottie  Stryker,  of  Wayne  county, 
and  they  live  on  his  farm  at  Galilee,  that  county. 
Their  children  are  Grace  and  Maggie.  (6)  Harry 
married  Annie  Palmer,  of  Manchester,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  with  their  family  they  live  on  his  farm  at 
that  place.  (7)  Julius,  a resident  of  South  Sterling, 
Wayne  county,  married  Ettie  Dowling,  of  Mt.  Po- 
cono,  Monroe  county,  a daughter  of  Josiah  Dowling, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Blanch.  (8)  Rosanna 
is  the  wife  of  Richard  Pierce,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war  and  a resident  of  Prompton,  Wayne  county. 
(9)  Ulysses  died  in  childhood.  (10)  Ernest  was 
killed  by  accident  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 

Walter  J.  Iveesler,  who  completes  the  family, 
was  reared  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  and  after  attending  its  common  schools,  he 
completed  his  education  at  YTion  Academy  of  Damas- 
cus. As  a young  man  he  worked  in  the  lumber 
woods  for  some  years,  and  in  1876  he  embarked  in 
the  manufacture  of  brush  handles  at  South  Branch, 
Wayne  county,,  but  in  this  undertaking  met  with  mis- 
fortune, as  his  entire  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
He  then  came  to  Monroe  county  and  purchased  the 
old  Whitzel  property  in  Coolbaugh  township,  which 
included  a hotel  and  a tract  of  timber  land,  on  which 
he  erected  a sawmill  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber  for  a number  of  years.  He  also  conducted 
a hotel  at  Moscow,  Penn.,  for  one  year,  and  another 
at  Hawley  for  the  same  length  of  time.  He  then  re- 
sumed lumbering  in  Coolbaugh  township  and  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  at  South  Sterling.  Later 
he  erected  a sawmill  and  stick  factory  at  Barrett, 
Monroe  county,  and  in  connection  with  their  oper- 
ation he  followed  merchandising  at  Canadensis  for 
some  time,  after  which  he  purchased  mill  property 
at  Angels,  Wayne  county,  where  he  continued  to  en- 
gage in  business  until  August,  1898,  when  he  sold 
his  interests  there  and  returned  to  Monroe  county. 
He  there  successfully  conducted  the  Drovers  Home 
Hotel  but  continued  his  interests  in  other  business 
enterprises.  At  present  he  is  in  charge  of  the  Hotel 
Lancaster  at  South  Sterling,  Wayne  county.  He  is 
a man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  is  straightforward 
and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings  and  is  worthy  to  be 
classed  among  the  best  citizens  of  his  community. 


In  1881  Mr.  Iveesler  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Anna  Lancaster,  a most  estimable  lauy. 
Her  parents  were  Hugh  and  Emma  Lancaster,  of 
South  Sterling,  who  belonged  to  one  of  the  old  and 
prominent  families  of  Wayne  county,  which  num- 
bered among  its  members  Richard  Lancaster,  who 
served  as  sheriff  and  also  represented  the  county  in 
the  State  Legislature.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
was  born  one  daughter,  Daisy,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  months.  Religiously  Mr.  Iveesler  is  a 
Protestant,  and  politically  is  a Democrat. 

L.  H.  HARRIS,  an  energetic,  progressive  and 
successful  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Springville  town- 
ship, is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  his  birth 
occurring  in  Auburn  .township,  October  9,  1839. 
His  father,  Milton  Harris,  was  born  in  Rhode  Isl- 
and, January  28,  1796,  and  as  he  lost  his  father 
when  quite  young,  he  was  bound  out  to  work  from 
early  childhood  until  he  attained  his  majority.  Com- 
ing to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1818,  he  first 
located  in  Dimock  township,  but  afterward  removed 
to  Auburn  township,  where  he  purchased  500  acres 
of  land  and  built  two'  gristmills  and  several  saw- 
mills. He  was  an  enterprising,  wide-awake  business 
man,  who  followed  farming  and  milling  throughout 
life,  and  for  ten  years  owned  and  operated  a grist- 
mill in  Meshoppen,  Penn.  On  June  22,  1820,  he 
was  married  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  to  Miss  Sally  F.  Bennett,  who  was  born  in 
Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Amos  Ben- 
nett, a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  his  wife,  Wealthy. 
Of  the  eleven  children  born  of  this  union,  six  are 
now  deceased.  George  A.  died  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; Abbie  and  Sylvia  both  died  in  infancy ; Abbie 
(second)  married  and  lived  in  Auburn  township, 
but  is  now  deceased ; and  Bishop  I.  Those  still  liv- 
ing are  as  follows:  Paulina,  born  November  17, 
1831,  is  the  widow  of  R.  H.  Birch,  of  Auburn  town- 
ship; John,  born  May  15,  1834,  is  a machinist  of 
Chicago,  111. ; Revillo,  born  July  10,  1836,  married 
Addie  Lott,  of  Auburn  township ; L.  H.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  the  next  of  the  family;  Milton,  born  Octo- 
ber 5,  1841,  lives  on  part  of  the  old  homestead  in 
Auburn  township.  Gerana,  born  July  18,  1845,. 
married  C.  L.  Low,  of  Auburn  township,  and  died 
July  3,  1886.  The  father  died  March  30,  1876,  and 
the  mother,  who  was  born  January  4,  1802,  died 
October  5,  1897.  Both  were  faithful  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  them.  In  politics  the  father  was  a Republican, 
and  he  filled  the  offices  of  justice  of  the  peace  and 
school  director. 

In  Auburn  township,  L.  H.  Harris  grew  to 
manhood,  and  was  provided  with  common  school 
advantages.  There  he  followed  both  milling  and 
farming  in  early  life  and  met  with  fair  success  in  his 
undertakings.  He  was  married  in  Auburn  township 
April  21,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  O.  Setser,  a daughter 
of  John  and  Euphemia  (McKean)  Setser,  of  War- 
ren county,  N.  J.  The  name  of  the  family  was  orig- 
inally spelled  Setzler.  Mrs.  Harris’  father  was- 
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born  July  27,  1823,  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  Penn.,  of  which  his  father,  Henry  Setser, 
was  also  a native,  and  the  former  died  November 
23,  1890.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Warren  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  October  9,  1827,  and  died  May  30,  1861. 
The  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  Auburn  town- 
ship. Mr.  Setser  had  located  in  that  township  on 
coming  to  the  county,  in  1841,  but  had  previously 
lived  for  a time  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.  By 
occupation  he  was  a farmer,  and  in  political  senti- 
ment he  was  a Republican.  His  wife’s  parents  were 
Daniel  and  Sarah  (Angle)  McKean,  both  natives 
of  Warren  county,  N.  J.  Mrs.  Harris  is  one  of  a 
family  of  nine  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Sarah  C.,  born  August  16,  1843,  died  in  infancy; 
Nathan  P.,  twin  brother  of  Mrs.  Harris,  born 
December  16,  1847,  is  now  deceased;  Eliza  M.,  born 
April  13,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  C.  J.  Arnts,  of  Wyom- 
ing county,  Penn.;  Daniel  H.,  born  January  5,  1852, 
is  a resident  of  Springville,  Penn. ; Frances  I.,  born 
January  5,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  D.  C.  Cool,  of  Hop- 
bottom  ; John  W.,  born  April  16,  1856,  is  engaged 
in  mining  in  Aspen,  Colo.;  Annie  E.,  born  Decem- 
ber 27,  1858,  is  the  wife  of  G.  B.  Filkins,  of  Au- 
burn township;  and  Lucy  E.,  born  April  24,  1861, 
is  the  wife  of  G.  F.  Ace,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
minister  of  Nicholson,  Penn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris 
have  a family  of  five  children,  namely:  Euphemia  S., 
born  April  19,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Brooks, 
superintendent  of  a large  dairy  farm  at  De  Kalb, 
111. ; John  L.,  born  October  28,  1869,  is  the  instructor 
of  the  dairy  department  of  Washington  Agricultural 
College  and  School  of  Science,  and  has  mine  claims 
in  the  same  State;  Minnie  F.,  born  July  15,  1872,  is 
the  wife  of  Otis  La  France,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Susquehanna  county;  Meta,  born  March  9,  1876,  is 
the  wife  of  Bruce  Griffis,  a practical  creamery  man 
of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; and  George,  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1880,  is  at  home. 

In  1870  Mr.  Harris  purchased  fifty-seven  acres 
of  improved  land  in  Springville  township,  for  $3,- 
300,  and  upon  this  place  he  now  resides,  his  time 
being  devoted  to  general  farming  and  dairying.  He 
also  owns  seventy-five  acres  of  the  old  homestead 
in  Auburn  township,  and  operated  the  same  until 
1895.  LTpon  his  place  he  has  a fine  orchard  which 
usually  bears  about  300  bushels  of  apples  per  year. 
As  a public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen,  he 
takes  a deep  interest  in  whatever  tends  to  promote 
tne  welfare  of  the  community,  and  accordingly 
joined  the  Grange  on  its  organization  in  his  town- 
ship,  and  also  the  Five  States  Milk  Association.  Al- 
though not  a member,  he  attends  and  supports  dif- 
ferent Churches.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a Republican,  and  for  three  years  he  has  most  effi- 
ciently served  as  school  director  in  his  district.  He  is 
one  of  the  honored  and  valued  citizens  of  Spring- 
ville township,  his  upright  and  honorable  career 
having  won  for  him  the  confidence  and  high  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  either  in 
business  or  social  life. 


ORISTES  T.  HE'LL,  a prominent  farmer  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Dundaff,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  July  9, 
1847,  in  Hullville,  Lackawanna  county,  when  it 
still  formed  a part  of  Luzerne  county,  and  is  a son 
of  William  H.  and  Rebecca  (Parker)  Hull,  the 
former  a native  of  Tolland,  Mass.,  the  latter  of  Ab- 
ington,  Penn.  The  father  became  a prosperous 
farmer  and  lumberman  of  Hullville,  which  place 
was  named  in  honor  of  the  family.  There  he  died 
in  March,  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years, 
and  the  mother  passed  away  in  1850,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five,  their  remains  being  interred  in  Forest 
Hill  cemetery,  Scranton,  Penn.  Their  children 
were  George  M.,  a farmer  of  Hullville ; William  H., 
a retired  merchant  of  Green  Ridge,  Penn.;  John 
L.,  a dealer  in  hardware  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments at  that  place ; Stephen  P.,  also  a retired  mer- 
chant of  Green  Ridge ; Rebecca,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Alonzo  L.,  a real  estate  dealer  and  contractor 
of  Seattle,  Wash. ; and  Oristes  T.,  our  subject.  For 
his  second  wife  the  father  married  Maria  B.  Dewey, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children : Clara,  a resident  of 
Hullville;  Thomas  H.,  who  is  living  retired  in  New 
York;  and  Joseph,  who  is  living  retired  in  Hull- 
ville. Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  John 
Hull,  a native  of  England,  who  came  to  America  at 
an  early  day  and  settled  in  Massachusetts. 

Oristes  T.  Hull  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  the  State  Militia, 
and  a year  later  enlisted  in  the  Signal  Corps  of 
Pennsylvania,  with  which  service  he  was  connected 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  for  six  months,  be- 
ing discharged  at  Georgetown,  D.  C.,  on  account  of 
illness.  Pie  again  enlisted,  but  was  forced  to  return 
home  for  the  same  reason.  He  remained  on  the 
old  homestead  until  twenty-five  vears  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Pen  Argyl,  Penn.,  to  take  charge  of  a 
slate  quarry,  which  he  operated  with  his  brother 
Alonso  for  five  years,  selling  the  slate  in  different 
parts  of  the  countrv.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
went  to  Scranton,  .where  he  made  his  home  until 
1881,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  upon  his  pres- 
ent fine  larm  of  128  acres  at  Dundaff. 

On  November  7,  1878,  at  Scranton,  Mr.  Hull 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  E.  Wells, 
a daughter  of  Wright  and  Minerva  A.  ( Baker ) 
Wells,  whose  sketch  is  given  in  connection  with 
that  of  James  C.  Wells,  on  another  page  of  this 
volume.  The  children  born  of  this  union  are  Min- 
erva M.  and  Ora  R.  Soon  after  locating  at  Dun- 
daff, Mr.  Hull  became  prominently  identified  with 
public  affairs  and  has  been  honored  with  a number 
of  offices,  having  served  as  president  of  the  town 
council  and  roadmaster,  while  at  present  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  council,  is  school  director  and  tax  collec- 
tor. He  is  an  active  and  influential  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon 
for  fcur  years,  and  his  political  support  is  always 
given  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Prohibition  party. 
He  is  an  upright,  honorable  business  man  of  sound 
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judgment  and  keen  discrimination,  and  has  be- 
come one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  substantial 
citizens  of  his  community. 

WILLIAM  M.  VAN  COTT.  One  of  the  most 
attractive  homes  in  the  beautiful  village  of  New  Mil- 
ford, Susquehanna  county,  is  that  of  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  whose  energy,  thrift  and  sound 
judgment  have  won  for  him  a high  standing  among 
the  business  men  of  that  locality.  For  a number  of 
years  he  has  been  prominent  as  an  agriculturist,  and 
at  present  he  is  a member  of  the  New  Milford  Milk 
Co.,  a prosperous  firm  doing  a large  wholesale  busi- 
ness with  Philadelphia  and  New  York  markets. 

Mr.  Van  Cott’s  ancestors  settled  at  Poughkeep- 
sie, N.  Y.,  many  years  ago,  and  his  grandparents, 
Nicholas  and  Mary  (Jackson)  Van  Cott,  removed 
from  that  locality  to  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  late 
in  the  18th  century,  locating  upon  a farm.  This 
worthy  couple  had  six  children,  viz. : John,  a retired 
business  man,  residing  in  Unadilla,  N.  Y. ; James, 
our  subject’s  father;  Harrison,  a farmer  and  busi- 
ness man  at  Bainbridge,  N.  Y. ; Maria,  who  died  in 
childhood ; Esther,  deceased,  who  married  Henry 
Bradley,  of  Oxford,  N.  Y. ; and  Margaret  Ann,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Darwin  Davis,  and  resided 
near  Norwich,  New  York. 

James  Van  Cott  was  born  November  9,  1811, 
near  Bloomingburg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  secured  an 
academical  education.  He  learned  the  wagonmak- 
er’s  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years 
and  followed  it  about  two  years,  but  as  the  work 
did  not  agree  with  his  health  he  gave  it  up  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  1837  he  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  bought  a farm  just  south  of  New  Mil- 
ford borough,  and  in  1872  he  settled  upon  another 
farm  in  that  vicinity,  where  he' lived  in  retirement 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  November  28,  1886, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  Although  he  was  never 
robust  he  was  industrious  and  painstaking,  and  his 
hard  work  was  rewarded  by  a comfortable  compet- 
ence. His  integrity  and  public  spirit  made  him  a 
valued  citizen,  and  he  was  often  called  upon  to  serve 
in  local  offices  and  give  advice  on  matters  of  general 
interest.  In  1835  he  was  married  in  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Samantha  Harding,  who  sur- 
vives him  and  now  resides  on  the  farm  where 
they  spent  their  last  years.  William  M.  was  the 
younger  of  two  children ; Harrison  H.,  the  elder, 
born  February  4,  1842,  became  a successful  farmer 
and  stock  dealer  of  New  Milford  township,  where 
he  died  June  1,  1892.  He  was  married,  in  1863, 
to  Miss  Amanda  Moore,  daughter  of  Robert 
Moore,  of  Bridgewater,  and  they  had  two  sons, Will- 
iam H.  and  Louis  A. 

Mrs.  Samantha  ( Harding)  Van  Cott,  whose 
womanly  character  and  useful  life  won  her  lasting 
honor  and  affection,  was  born  June  5,  1813.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  Abraham  Harding,  came  from 
Nova  Scotia  to  New  York  at  an  early  day,  settling 
near  Bloomingburg.  Her  father,  Abraham  Hard- 
ing, Jr.  (1779-1856),  married  Deborah  Newman  I 


(1779-1846),  and  had  the  following  children:  Ly- 
dia ( 1801-1840),  who  married  Robert  Comfort,  of 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. ; Daniel  W.  and  James  E., 
who  died  in  infancy;  Henry  O.  (1807-1866),  who 
followed  farming  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  during 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life ; Abigail  M.,  born  in 
1809,  married  Thomas  Wilson,  of  New  Milford 
township,  and  died  October  1,  1888;  Temperance 
A.  (1811-1881)  married  Hiram  Decker,  of  Middle- 
town,  N.  Y.,  and  later  of  Buffalo;  Samantha,  Mrs. 
Van  Cott,  was  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  and  Har- 
rison (1819-1856),  was  a farmer  in  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, New  York. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  New  Milford  township, 
March  27,  1844,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  He  then  began 
farming  on  his  own  account  in  his  native  township, 
and  after  one  year  returned  to  the  old  homestead. 
In  March,  1892,  he  removed  to  the  village  of  New 
Milford,  his  work  in  connection  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  New  Milford  Milk  Co.  making  the 
change  advisable.  He  is  a member  of  the  local 
Grange,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  his 
locality,  having  served  three  terms  as  assessor,  one 
as  school  director  and  two  as  auditor.  Socially  he 
and  his  family  are  much  esteemed,  and  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Milford. 

On  October  6,  1872,  he  was  married,  at  Bing- 
hampton,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Adah  Wilson.  They  have 
no  children,  but  an  adopted  daughter,  Louise,  was 
reared  in  their  home  from  the  age  of  three  years, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  David  W.  Shay,  of  Peckville, 
Penn.  Mrs.  Adah  (Wilson)  Van  Cott  is  a native 
of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of  William 
Y.  and  Rebecca  (Ketcham)  Wilson,  who  were  both 
born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  In  1859  her  parents 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  in  New  Mil- 
ford township,  but  in  1871  they  removed  to  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  twelve  years,  and 
where  the  mother  died  April  13,  1886,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years,  and  was  buried  at  Port  Jervis,  N. 
Y.  The  father,  a farmer  by  occupation,  then  came 
to  live  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Van  Cott,  remaining 
until  his  death,  January  20,  1889,  aged  seventy-nine, 
and  was  buried  at  Port  Jervis.  Mrs.  Van  Cott  is 
the  youngest  of  three  children,  the  others  being 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Dayton  T.  Cox,  an  insurance  agent 
at  Port  Jervis,  and  George  M.,  station  agent  at 
Downs,  Kansas. 

CHARLES  L.  FLUMERFELT,  the  genial 
and  popular  proprietor  of  the  “Springville  Hotel,” 
of  Springville,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
born  in  Auburn  township  December  31,  1865,  and  is 
a son  of  Charles  Green  Flumerfelt,  now  a retired 
farmer  of  Rush  township.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  August  5,  1829,  a son  of 
Samuel  T.  and  Sarah  ( Decker)  Flumerfelt,  also  na- 
tives of  that  county,  who  in  1849  removed  to  Wyom- 
ing county,  Penn.  The  grandfather  followed  the 
blacksmith's  trade  in  early  life,  but  later  engaged 
in  farming.  He  died  in  Wyoming  county,  in  Sep- 
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tember,  1869,  aged  sixty-five  years,  his  wife  at  the 
home  of  her  son,  Charles  G.,  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, December  14,  1874,  aged  sixty-five,  and  both 
were  buried  in  the  former  county.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Their  children  were  Priscilla  D.,  now  the  widow  of 
Martin  A.  Gardner,  of  Wyoming  county;  Charles 
G.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Jacob  D.,  who  died 
in  Wyoming  county;  John,  a farmer  of  that  county; 
Samuel,  who  died  in  Wyoming  county ; Sarah,  wife 
of  D.  W.  McCain,  a farmer  of  the  same  county ; 
Gilbert  S.,  who  died  in  Wyoming  county  at  the 
age  of  six  years  ; Daniel  A.,  a farmer  of  that  county ; 
Anna,  who  died  young  in  New  Jersey;  and  George, 
who  died  in  infancy  in  that  State.  Samuel  T. 
Flumerfelt  was  a son  of  Andrew  Flumerfelt,  who 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  of  German  ancestry,  and 
spent  his  last  days  as  a farmer  in  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandmother  was  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  (Adams)  Decker, 
farming  people,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
Warren  county,  N.  J.  Her  grandfather,  Jacob 
Decker,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  on  com- 
ing to  America  at  an  early  day  located  in  Warren 
county,  New  Jersey. 

Charles  G.  Flumerfelt,  our  subject’s  father,  en- 
tered his  father’s  blacksmith  shop  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen and  there  worked  for  seven  years.  He  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Wyo- 
ming county,  Penn.,  where  he  owned  two  farms, 
the  first  for  two  years,  and  the  second  for  six  years. 
After  selling  the  latter  he  came  to  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  in  i860,  but  in  1866  he 
returned  to  Wyoming  county  and  bought  back  his 
farm,  remaining  there  three  years.  In  1869  he  pur- 
chased his  father-in-law,’s  farm  in  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  upon  which  he  lived  for  eight 
years,  and  tlien  bought  his  present  farm  in  the  same 
township.  For  seven  years  he  rented  the  place 
while  he  lived  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  from  1887 
until  1894,  and  there  worked  in  a cigar-box  factory, 
but  he  is  now  living  retired  upon  his  farm.  He  is 
a faithful  member  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church, 
and  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of  Rush. 
In  politics  he  is  a Prohibitionist,  and  he  has  most 
creditably  filled  the  offices  of  constable  and  col- 
lector in  Rush  towmship ; clerk  in  Auburn  town- 
ship ; and  school  director  for  three  years  in  Wyo- 
ming county.  On  March  20,  1852,  in  Rush  town- 
ship, he  married  Miss  Eliza  R.  Shove,  who  was 
born  in  that  township  October  11,  1834,  daughter 
of  Levi  and  Catherine  (DaltonJ  Shove,  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  New  Jersey,  respectively.  Her 
father  came  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  and  located  in  Rush  township,  chop- 
ping down  the  first  tree  on  the  farm  where  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Flumerfelt  now  live.  He  died  April  1,  1869, 
aged  seventy-nine  years,  his  wife  in  May,  1867, 
aged  seventy-two,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Snvder  cemetery,  Rush  township.  Their  children 
were  Eliza  R.,  now  Mrs.  Flumerfelt;  Sarah,  de- 


ceased wife  of  Charles  Knox;  Abigail,  deceased 
wife  of  George  W.  Lung;  Edwin,  who  died  in  Ne- 
braska ; Seth,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg during  the  Civil  war;  Nancy,  deceased  wife 
of  David  Jane;  and  William,  a farmer  of  Hum- 
boldt county,  Iowa.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Flumerfelt  are  as  follows:  Samuel  T.,  who 

married  Ida  Cobb,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  near 
Montrose ; Sarah  C.,  who  died  young ; Anna  D., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; Emma  C.,  wife 
of  J.  W.  Lacey,  a cigar-box  manufacturer  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; Edwin  M.,  who  married  Sarah  J. 
France  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Ararat  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county;  Charles  L.,  our  subject; 
and  Gilbert  S.,  a cigar-box  manufacturer  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  who  married  Jennie  A.  Cobb. 

During  his  infancy  Charles  L.  Flumerfelt  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Wyoming  county,  but  re- 
turned with  them  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the 
age  of  four  years,  being  reared  in  Rush  township. 
He  had  the  advantages  of  a good  common-school 
education  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  life  for 
himself  as  a farm  hand.  Later  he  did  rough  car- 
penter and  bridge  work,  being  employed  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  cantalever  bridge  over  the  Niagara 
river  in  1883,  and  also  a bridge  at  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
He  worked  for  several  years  on  different  farms  in 
Rush  and  Auburn  townships,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  two  years  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  in  1895  opened  a butcher 
shop  in  Rush,  Penn.,  which  he  conducted  until  tak- 
ing possession  of  his  hotel  in  Springville  on  January 
1,  1899.  It  is  a new  building,  well  fitted  up,  and  he 
is  already  securing  a liberal  patronage  from  the 
traveling  public. 

On  February  10,  1886,  Mr.  Flumerfelt  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  Millard,  who  was 
born  in  Rush  township  December  2,  1865,  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  Ann  (Kennedy)  Millard,  and  they 
now  have  one  son,  Earl,  born  July  18,  1888.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Flumerfelt  is  a supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  its  principles,  and  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Lodge  No.  471,  with 
which  he  united  in  1897. 

ANDREW  BLANK,  senior  member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  the  Harmony  Brick  Co.,  of 
Brandt,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a self-made  man, 
whose  history  is  of  unusual  interest,  as  he  came  to 
this  country  a young  boy  and  has  made  his  way 
to  substantial  success.  The  firm  of  which  he  is  the 
head  does  an  extensive  business  as  manufacturers 
and  dealers  in  brick  and  stone,  and  owns  one  of  the 
largest  clay  banks  in  the  country,  the  material  being 
also  of  a superior  quality.  They  have  a large 
amount  of  real  estate,  including  a number  of  tene- 
ment houses,  and  their  enterprise  and  foresight 
have  done  much  to  develop  the  locality. 

Mr.  Blank  was  born  at  Wittenberg,  Germany, 
son  of  Andrew  and  Dora  Blank,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  that  city.  Our  subject  was  educated 
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in  his  native  land,  and  when  eighteen  years  old 
came  to  America,  being  first  employed  in  a brick 
yard  on  the  Hudson  river,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  in  all  its  branches.  He  married  Miss  Anna 
Dorothea  Miller,  daughter  of  John  and  Katherine 
Miller,  well-known  residents  of  Rockland  county. 
N.  Y.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  bought  real 
estate  in  Rockland  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  brick,  continuing  successfully  until  1874,  when 
he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Brandt.  For  one  year  he 
was  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Weiant,  who  then  sold 
his  interest  to  H.  O.  Peck  and  W.  S.  Brandt,  our 
subject’s  present  partners.  Mr.  Blank  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  sought  or 
held  office.  Pie  and  his  wife  are  leading  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Brandt,  and  their 
attractive  home  is  the  center  of  a refined  hospitality. 
Their  children,  the  first  five  of  whom  were  born 
in  Rockland  county,  have  received  the  best  edu- 
cational advantages  within  reach,  and  all  are  taking 
creditable  places  in  life.  (1)  John  died  young. 
(2)  Katherine  married  E.  B.  Gardner,  of  Harmony, 
and  they  now  reside  in  Carbondale.  (3)  Anna  C. 
is  a talented  young  lady  and  resides  at  home.  (4) 
Lena  M.  is  an  accomplished  musician  and  one  of 
the  most  successful  teachers  of  the  art  in  Harmony 
township.  (5)  Andrew  after  a course  in  the  home 
schools  became  a student  of  Wyoming  Seminary, 
where  he  graduated  in  1894,  and  is  now  engaged  as 
superintendent  for  the  Harmony  Brick  Company. 
P'raternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge 
at  Susquehanna.  (6)  William,  horn  in  Harmony 
township,  was  educated  in  the  home  schools  and 
Wyoming  Seminary,  where  he  graduated  in  1894, 
and  is  now  clerking  for  the  well  known  firm  of 
Blank  & Peck,  and  he  and  his  brother  are  regarded 
as  among  the  clever  young  men  of  the  locality. 

JACKSON  CHANDLER,  a well-to-do  and 
substantial  farmer  . of  Susquehanna  county,  is  a 
typical  self-made  man,  and  in  the  record  of  his 
career  there  is  much  to  arouse  respect  and  esteem. 
He  has  placed  his  reliance, upon  industry  and  perse- 
verance rather  than  “luck,”  and,  by  making  the  most 
of  circumstances,  however  discouraging,  has  made 
his  way  to  substantial  success,  his  fine  farm  in 
Thompson  township  being  a tangible  evidence  of 
his  prosperity. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Chan- 
dler was  horn  in  Gibson  township,  May  1,  1828,  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Parmater)  Chandler, 
who  were  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  Vermont, 
respectively.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Dr. 
Chandler,  of  Rhode  Island,  who  became  a resident 
at  an  early  day  of  Gibson,  Penn.,  where  the  father 
also  located,  after  his  marriage,  making  his  home 
there  for  thirty  years,  while  he  followed  teaming  on 
the  Newburgh  pike  from  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  hauling 
goods  all  over  this  part  of  the  country.  In  1845  he 
bought  400  acres  of  wild  land  in  Thompson  township 
of  Judge  Jessup,  and  settled  on  what  is  now  known 


as  the  Belmont  pike,  near  Thompson  borough.  He 
gave  out  contracts  to  clear  a large  portion  of  his 
land,  and  still  continued  to  engage  in  other  business. 
Upon  his  place  he  erected  a hotel,  running  a 
licensed  house  until  the  building  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  He  also  hauled  coal  from  the  mines  to  Hones- 
dale  and  other  points  on  the  pike.  He  died  upon  his 
farm  in  1871,  after  which  his  wife  made  her  home 
with  our  subject  until  she,  too,  was  called  to  her 
final  rest,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  In  the 
family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  six  children,  all 
born  in  Gibson,  namely:  (1)  Uriah  married 

Philo  Benson,  of  Jackson,  and  located  in  Thomp- 
son, where  he  died.  He  had  two  children — David, 
who  died  young ; and  Annie,  now  the  wife  of  Victor 
Potter,  of  Susquehanna.  (2)  William  married 
Laura  Lowe,  and  lives  in  Jackson  township.  They 
have  one  son,  Alfred,  a resident  of  that  place.  (3) 
Ezra  married  a French  lady  from  Canada,  and  they 
and  their  descendants  are  all  now  deceased.  (4) 
Charles,  a man  of  great  promise,  was  robbed  and 
murdered  by  boatmen  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  (5) 
Sarah  J.,  born  in  1832,  died  when  a young  woman. 
(6)  Jackson  completes  the  family. 

Our' subject  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
Gibson  and  Thompson  townships,  and  during  the 
winter  season  attended  school  in  the  former  place, 
walking  two  miles  to  and  from  the  school  house. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  the  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  the  home  farm,  clearing  over  100  acres, 
which  he  made  ready  for  planting.  In  1846  he  wTas 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  Van  Horn, 
of  Thompson,  and  they  began  housekeeping  upon 
a part  of  his  father’s  place.  After  his  father’s 
death  he  purchased  100  acres,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  until  he  now  has  200  acres,  in  one  body. 
This  he  has  cleared  and  placed  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  has  prospered  in  his  undertak- 
ings, and  has  accumulated  considerable  property, 
including  four  or  five  large  farms  in  Thompson  and 
Harmony  townships.  He  also  loans  considerable 
money  on  real  estate,  and  is  extensively  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business,  keeping  over  sixty  head  of  cows 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chandler  have  a family  of  three 
children:  (1)  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Josiah  Barton, 

and  they  now  reside  on  one  of  our  subject’s  farms 
in  Harmony  township.  Their  children  are  Howard 
C.  (of  Lanesboro,  who  was  horn  in  Thompson  in 
1880,  and  married  Louise  Burchell,  of  Stevens 
Point,  bv  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Blanche  L.), 
Naomi  B.,  Rena  M.,  Ella  J.,  Charles  R.,  and  Flor- 
ence. (2)  Ella  May  married  John  Glover,  of 
Thompson,  and  they  also  make  their  home  on  a farm 
in  Harmony  township.  They  have  had  four  chil- 
dren— Walter,  Mabel,  Letha  and  Milton,  of  whom 
Mabel  died  August  1,  1896,  aged  one  year,  three 
months  and  four  days.  (3)  Charles  B.  is  still 
with  his  parents  on  the  home  farm. 

Politically  Mr.  Chandler  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  held  the  office  of  poormaster  at  Thompson  for 
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twenty  years,  and  supervisor  for  a long  period.  He 
is  a man  of  recognized  ability,  and  stands  high  in 
the  community  where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home. 
He  has  borne  his  part  in  its  development  and  prog- 
ress, and  while  advancing  his  own  interests  has 
never  ignored  the  welfare  of  his  fellow  citizens,  giv- 
ing his  support  to  every  enterprise  which  he  be- 
lieves calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 

DANIEL  W.  HAGER,  general  agent  for  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  at  New 
Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  is  an  efficient  and 
popular  official,  and  has  been  continuously  in  the 
employ  of  that  company  for  thirty  years.  He  is 
also  a successful  business  man,  dealing  extensively 
in  coal,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  and  was  the  first 
to  establish  a coal  yard  for  the  local  trade. 

Mr.  Llager  was  born  February  17,  1835,  at 
Blenheim,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  descended 
from  a well-known  pioneer  family  of  that  section. 
Daniel  Hager,  his  grandfather,  was  a lifelong  resi- 
dent of  that  county. 

Nelson  Llager,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a na- 
tive of  Blenheim  and  came  to  New  Milford  in  1849, 
engaging  in  business  as  a shoemaker.  He  died  in 
March,  1877,  aged  sixty-five  years,  and  his  wife, 
Cynthia  Sanford,  also  a native  of  Blenheim,  died  in 
1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  This  worthy 
couple  had  the  following  named  children : Daniel 

W. ; Mary,  who  married  H.  P.  Little,  a clerk  in  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  car  shops  at 
Scranton ; Salmon  S.,  station  agent  for  the  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  & Western  Co.,  at  Gouldsboro, 
Penn. ; Willis  D.,  purchasing  agent  for  the  same 
company,  residing  in  Orange,  N.  J. ; and  Melvin 
E.,  an  engineer  on  the  elevated  road  in  New  York 
City. 

HENRY  H.  WILLIAMS,  a leading  and  in- 
fluential member  of  the  agricultural  community  of 
Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1840,  a son 
of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Baker)  Williams.  The 
father  was  a native  of  the  same  county,  and  was  a 
son  of  Abram  Williams,  who  died  in  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  In  the  family  of  the  latter  were  seven 
children,  namely:  Purdy,  William,  Theodore, 

Burlin,  Nathaniel,  Henry,  Jane. 

Henry  Williams,  our  subject’s  father,  began 
life  for  himself  at  Peekskill,  Westchester  Co.,  N. 
Y. ; in  1846  he  removed  to  Sullivan  county,  that 
State,  where  he  purchased  a farm;  and  in  1872  he 
came  to  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. 
Here  he  bought  real  estate  and  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1891.  His  wife  had  died  in  1878,  leaving  five 
children,  one  son,  our  subject,  and  four  daughters. 
The  latter  are  as  follows:  Armenia  C.,  born  in 

Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1838,  is  the  wife  of 
David  C.  Benedict,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
has  three  children — David,  Wesley  and  Mary.  (2) 
Mary,  born  in  Westchester  county,  in  1842,  mar- 


ried David  Frasier,  of  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  leaving  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
residing  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  (3)  Rebecca,  born  in 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1845,  married  George 
Osburn,  of  that  county,  and  after  residing  there 
for  a number  of  years  they  removed  to  Bay  City, 
Mich. ; they  have  one  daughter,  Lizzie.  (4)  Susan, 
born  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1847,  is  the  wife 
of  a Mr.  Swinton,  of  Bay  City,  Michigan. 

Henry  H.  Williams  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  local  schools.  He  was  among-  the 
boys  in  blue  during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  Sul- 
livan county,  in  1862,  in  Company  F,  143rd  N.  Y. 
V.  L,  under  Capt.  E.  H.  Pinney,  of  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, and  Col.  Horace  Boughton.  He  participated  in 
the  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  and  May,  1863 ; the 
battle  of  Nansemond  on  the  3rd  of  that  month;  and 
was  under  Gen.  Keys  in  the  Peninsular  campaign 
in  May,  June  and  July,  1863.  Later  the  regiment 
was  transferred  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland ; and  was  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Wauhatchie,  Tenn.,  October  28  and  29,  1863; 
Missionary  Ridge,  November  23,  24  and  25,  and  the 
skirmishes  around  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  in  November 
and  December.  They  spent  the  winter  at  Nash- 
ville,' where  they  remained  until  May  2,  1864,  and 
tnen  started  on  the  Atlanta  campaign,  taking  part 
in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  May  13,  14  and  15;  Cass- 
ville,  Ga.,  May  19  to  22 ; Pumpkin  Vine  Creek, 
Ga.,  May  25 ; the  battles  of  Akworth,  Ivenesaw 
Mountain,  Lost  Mountain,  Big  Shanty,  Marietta, 
Golgotha,  Noose  Creek  and  Culp’s  farm,  June  4 to 
July  2,  1864;  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  July 
20,  1864;  and  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  which  lasted 
from  July  22  until  August  26.  The  march  with 
Sherman  to  the  Sea  lasted  from  November  15  until 
December  22,  1864;  and  the  Carolina  campaign 
from  January  17  to  April  26,  1865,  including  the 
following  battles:  Robertsville,  S.  C.,  January  29; 

Lawtonville,  S.  ’C.,  February  2 ; Averysboro,  N.  C., 
March  16;  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  March  19;  Golds- 
boro, March  27 ; Akin  Creek,  April  10 ; and  Bennett 
House,  April  26.  Although  Mr.  Williams  partici- 
pated in  forty-three  engagements,  he  fortunately 
was  never  wounded  and  was  absent  from  his  regi- 
ment only  one  month  during  his  entire  service. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  there  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Almeda  C.  Benedict,  a daughter  of  David 
and  Mary  Benedict,  of  that  county.  She  died  May 
29,  1867,  leaving  one  daughter,  Almeda,  who  mar- 
ried Stephen  Whitman,  of  Sullivan  county, ' and 
died  at  Port  Jervis,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  January, 
1897,  leaving  three  children — Frank,  Hilda  and 
Gladys.  In  October,  1872,  Mr.  Williams  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Alice  M. 
Baker,  a daughter  of  Nelson  and  Lucy  A.  (Thomas) 
Baker,  prominent  residents  of  Great  Bend  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  The  father  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  in  February,  1812,  and  was  a son 
of  Jeremiah  and  Nancy  Baker,  who  came  to  Hall- 
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stead,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day  and 
purchased  a large  tract  of  land.  There  Mrs.  Will- 
iams’ grandfather  erected  a tannery  and  engaged 
in  its  operation  for  a great  many  years.  He  also 
purchased  land  at  Red  Rock,  where  his  son  Nelson 
located.  He  had  two  other  sons : Lewis,  who 

married  a Miss  Trobridge  and  removed  to  Beaver 
Dam,  Wis.,  where  he  reared  his  family  of  three 
children,  Nancy,  Maria  and  Christina;  and  Will- 
iam, who  married  a New  York  lady  and  made  his 
home  in  that  State.  Nelson  Baker,  Mrs.  Williams’ 
father,  received  a good  education  in  the  schools  of 
Connecticut,  and  on  reaching  manhood  married 
Miss  Lucy  A.  Thomas,  of  Conklin,  N.  Y.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Aaron  and  Margaret  Thomas,  one  of  the 
leading  old  families  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
Baker  first  located  at  Red  Rock,  on  the  Susquehanna 
river,  two  miles  and  a half  from  Great  Bend,  where 
he  cleared  a large  farm  and  made  many  valuable 
improvements  thereon,  including  the  erection  of 
good  and  substantial  buildings.  There  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  until  called  from  this  life 
in  1878.  His  worthy  wife  survived  him  for  some 
years,  dying  in  1897.  They  were  widely  known 
and  highly  respected  and  had  a large  circle  of 
friends  throughout  the  county.  Mrs.  Williams  was 
their  only  daughter,  but  in  their  family  were'  four 
sons,  all  born  on  the  home  farm  in  Great  Bend 
township.  (1)  Harrison  J.,  born  October  9,  1840, 
was  educated  in  the  local  schools,  and  during  the 
Civil  war  was  employed  by  the  government  on  con- 
struction work  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  where  he  was 
taken  ill  and  died.  He  was  unmarried.  (2) 
Alonzo  W.,  born  in  October,  1842,  was  for  some 
years  employed  as  a ticket  agent  for  one  of  the 
railroads  at  Chicago,  111.,  but  is  now  located  at 
Portland,  Ore.,  in  the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and 
served  until  its  close.  (3)  Chauncey,  born  in  July, 
1845,  was  also  one  of  the  defenders  of  the  Union 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  When  a young 
man  he  entered  the  service  of  the  New  York  & Erie 
railroad  and  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  con- 
ductor, but  is  now  living  retired  in  Baltimore,  Md. 
He  married  Annie  Ginnivan,  of  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  and 
has  two  children,  Chauncey  and  Alonzo.  The 
former  was  with  the  Astor  Battery  in  the  Cuban  war 
and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Santiago.  (4)  Al- 
bert, born  in  November,  1852,  went  West  when  a 
young  man,  and  when  last  heard  from  was  in  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana. 

Mrs.  Williams  was  born  in  1848,  on  the  old 
homestead  at  Red  Rock,  Great  Bend  township, 
which  she  now  owns  and  occupies.  She  is  a lady 
of  culture  and  refinement,  who  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Susquehanna  and  Great  Bend.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  located  on 
the  old  Ba.ker  homestead,  left  her  by  her  father,  and 
she  tenderly  cared  for  her  mother  until  she  was  called 
to  the  world  beyond.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  four  children,  namely:  (1)  Demont  H., 

born  in  1876,  received  a district-school  education, 


and  is  now  employed  as  a machinist  in  Susque- 
hanna. (2)  Nelson  B.,  born  in  February,  1878,  is 
in  the  service  of  the  New  York  & Erie  Railroad 
Company.  (3)  Winifred  S.,  born  July  19,  1879, 
not  only  attended  the  home  school  and  the  higher 
schools  of  Great  Bend,  but  also  took  a course  at 
Lowe's  Business  College,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where 
she  was  graduated.  She  is  a refined  and  accom- 
plished young  lady  of  considerable  musical  ability, 
and  is  a great  favorite  with  her  companions  and 
friends.  (4)  Albert,  born  in  July,  1885,  is  attend- 
ing school  in  Great  Bend. 

Religiously,  the  Baker  family  were  Presby- 
terians, but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Great 
Bend.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Grand  Army  Post 
No.  233,  and  Friendly  Hand  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
No.  1009,  both  of  Great  Bend,  and  Canawacak  En- 
campment, of  Susquehanna  county.  His  political 
support  is  always  given  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  ever  taken  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  local  politics.  He  has 
served  as  school  director  in  Great  Bend  township 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  general  public. 

ANSEL  J.  GERE,  a skillful  and  thorough 
farmer  of  Liberty  township,  is  a native  son  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  born  in  Brooklyn  township,  in 
March,  1856,  and  is  a worthy  representative  of  one 
of  her  prominent  and  highly  respected  old  families. 
His  parents,  Albert  R.  and  Sarah  E.  (’Tewksbury) 
Gere,  were  also  born  in  Brooklyn  township,  the 
former  in  1822  and  the  latter  in  1825.  Our  sub- 
ject’s paternal  grandfather,  Stephen  Gere,  was  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  Susquehanna  county,  hav- 
ing located  in  Brooklyn  township  as  early  as  1804. 
His  father,  Rezin  Gere,  was  killed  by  the  Indians 
in  the  Wyoming  massacre,  but  he  himself  managed 
to  make  his  escape.  Here  he  cleared  a farm  and 
continued  to  make  his  home  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  married  for  his  second  wife 
Abigail  Olney,  and  to  them  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Albert  R.,  our  subject's  father,  is 
the  youngest ; two  died  in  infancy,  and  Cornelia,  the 
only  daughter,  married  Edward  Packer  and  located 
in  Brooklyn  township,  where  he  died,  Jeaving  her 
with  five  children,*  three  of  whom  are  now  living : 
Austin,  who  is  now  living  in  the  West;  Elizabeth, 
who  is  with  her  mother  in  Brooklyn ; and  Mrs. 
Delia  Andrews,  of  White  Haven,  Pennsylvania. 

Albert  Gere,  our  subject’s  father,  attended  the 
district  schools  and  acquired  a good  practical  edu- 
cation, which  well  fitted  him  for  teaching — a pro- 
fession which  he  successfully  followed  for  several 
terms.  In  1845  he  was  united  in  marriag'e  with 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Tewksbury,  a daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Lucinda  (Fuller)  Tewksbury,  one  of  the  pio- 
neer families  of  Brooklyn  township.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Gere  purchased  a farm  in  that  town- 
ship, and  after  residing  there  for  some  years  bought 
the  Tewksbury  homestead,  where  he  has  lived  for 
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forty  years,  but  he  now  leaves  the  work  of  the  farm 
to  younger  hands  while  he  enjoys  a well-earned 
rest.  In  1895  he  and  his  estimable  wife  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding,  having  traveled  life’s  jour- 
ney together  for  half  a century,  sharing  its  joys  and 
sorrows,  its  adversity  and  prosperity.  They  are 
widely  known  and  have  a host  of  warm  friends  in 
the  community  where  they  have  so  long  made  their 
home.  They  have  a family  of  eight  children,  all 
born  in  Brooklyn  township.  ( 1 ) William  R., 
born  in  1846,  followed  school  teaching  in  early  life, 
but  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship. He  married  Pauline  Bunnell,  of  Bradford 
county,  Penn.,  and  they  have  four  sons — W.  Ber- 
wyn, A.  Raymond,  Harold  E.  and  Clarence  L.  (2) 
George  L.,  born  in  1848,  also  engaged  in  teaching 
in  Brooklyn  township,  but  now  operates  a part  of 
the  old  Gere  homestead.  He  wedded  Mary  Al- 
worth,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren— Louis  A.,  Josie,  Luella  and  Albert  W.  (3) 
Charles  E.,  born  in  1850,  married  Maria  Mills,  of 
Carbondale,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  they  reside  in 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  lumber 
trade.  Their  children  are  C.  Frederick,  Oscar  R. 
and  George  L.  (4)  Mary  E.,  born  in  1852,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Thomas  West,  a farmer  of  Brooklyn 
township,  and  they  have  one  son — Roy  L.  (5) 
Hattie  E.,  born  in  1854,  received  a good  district 
school  education  and  is  now  with  her  parents.  (6) 
Ansel  J.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  of  the  family.  (7) 
Alva  K.,  born  in  1862,  is  also  at  home.  (8)  Frank 
J.,  born  in  1865,  is  one  of  the  leading  politicians  of 
Brooklyn  township ; he  wedded  Mary  Bailey,  of  that 
township,  and  they  have  one  daughter — Esther. 

Ansel  J.  Gere  was  a student  in  the  home  schools 
during  his  boyhood,  and  continued  to  assist  his 
father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until  within  a few 
years  of  his  marriage.  In  1879  he  wedded  Miss 
Lora  Marsh,  a daughter  of  jerod  and  Hannah 
(Southworth)  Marsh,  natives  of  Liberty  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  the  former  born  in  1821,  the 
latter  in  1827.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Archi 
and  Lois  (Merriman)  Marsh,  located  in  Liberty 
township  in  1817.  Archi  Marsh  walked  the  entire 
distance  from  his  old  home  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  in 
company  with  Samuel  W.  Truesdell,  who  settled 
in  the  same  neighborhood.  Mr.  Marsh  cleared  a 
large  tract  of  land  and  transformed  the  wild  land 
into  a good  farm.  He  owned  considerable  prop- 
erty, and  at  his  death  left  to  each  of  his  sons  a farm. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  religious  work  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Franklin,  and 
led  an  honorable,  upright  life.  —He  died  in  1851, 
his  wife  in  1863.  In  their  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, namely:  Jerod,  born  in  1821,  was  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Gere:  Almira,  born  in  1823,  is  the  widow 
of  Benjamin  Southworth,  of  Lawsville ; Kirby,  born 
in  1826,  married  Olive  Baker,  and  died  on  the  old 
Marsh  homestead  in  1892;  and  David,  born  in  1833, 
married  Maria  Brundage,  and  located  in  Franklin 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; he  died  in  Montrose 


in  1882.  Jerod  Marsh,  Mrs.  Gere’s  father,  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  upon  the  farm  in  Liberty 
township  where  our  subject  now  resides,  and  to  the 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  place  he  devot- 
ed his  energies  for  many  years.  At  one  time  he 
spent  seven  years  in  Hallstead  to  give  his  children 
the  benefit  of  the  graded  schools  of  that  town,  and 
then  returned  to  the  farm.  He  was  married  in  1845, 
and  he  and  his  wife  also  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  in  1895.  Theirs  was  a long  and  happy 
married  life,  and  they  were  not  long  separated  by  the 
hand  of  death,  as  they  died  within  four  days  of  each 
other  in  1897.  Their  family  consisted  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Mrs.  Gere  is  the  eldest.  She  was 
born  at  her  present  home,  in  1851,  and  is  a lady  of 
culture  and  refinement,  who  was  educated  in  the 
high  schools  of  Great  Bend  and  for  nine  years  was 
a successful  teacher  in  Susquehanna  county.  (2) 
Carrie  S.,  born  in  1857,  also  attended  school  in 
Great  Bend,  and  gave  special  attention  to  the  study 
of  music,  in  which  art  she  became  very  proficient. 
She  was  a teacher  of  both  vocal  and  instrumental 
music  for  a number  of  years,  spending  one  year  in 
Marion,  Ala.,  and  two  in  Scotland,  S.  Dak.,  but 
failing  health  at  length  compelled  her  to  abandon 
that  pursuit,  and  she  now  makes  her  home  with  her 
sister,  Mrs.  Gere.  (3)  Elmer  E.,  born  in  1861, 
died  in  1864.  (4)  H.  Wilmer,  born  in  1863,  was 

for  a time  a student  in  the  schools  of  Great  Bend 
and  Factory ville,  Penn.,  and  then  entered  Lafayette 
College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1889.  He  mar- 
ried Annie  G.  Fordvce,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  and 
is  now  a teacher  in  the  Pratt  Institute,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  make  their  home.  (5)  Arthur 
S.,  born  in  1867,  died  in  1878. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gere  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  Marsh  homestead,  where  they  have  since 
continued  to  reside,  caring  for  her  parents  in  their 
declining  years  until  they  were  called  to  the  world 
beyond.  Mr.  Gere  has  made  many  improvements 
upon  the  place,  and  has  met  with  excellent  success 
in  its  operation.  He  and  his  wife  have  one  son, 
Llewellyn,  who  was  born  in  February,  1883,  and  is 
now  a student  in  the  home  school.  He  is  very  pro- 
ficient in  music,  having  pursued  his  studies  along 
that  line  under  the  able  direction  of  his  aunt.  Our 
subject  comes  of  Whig  stock  and  is  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  leading  and  active  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Hallstead,  in  which  he  is  serving 
as  elder,  while  his  father  has  been  elder  of  the 
Brooklyn  Presbyterian  Church  for  a number  of 
years. 

M.  J.  RYAN,  proprietor  of  the  “Starrucca 
Hotel,”  at  Susquehanna,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a 
model  landlord,  and  under  his  careful  direction  his 
hotel  enjoys  a large  patronage  among  the  best  class 
of  people,  the  traveling  public  having  found  it  in 
all  respects  satisfactory.  As  a citizen  Mr.  Ryan 
is  equally  popular,  as  his  genial  nature  and  cour- 
teous manners  have  won  him  friends  in  all  classes, 
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and  for  some  years  he  has  been  regarded  as  a lead- 
ing Democrat  of  his  locality,  his  devotion  to  party 
interests  being  rewarded  by  an  appointment  to  the 
office  of  postmaster  of  Susquehanna  during  Cleve- 
land’s administration. 

He  was  born  October  12,  i86p,  at  Susquehanna, 
Penn.,  the  son  of  M.  and  Hannah  (Vaughn)  Ryan, 
both  natives  of  County  Limerick,  Ireland.  His  fa- 
ther, who  was  born  in  1823,  came  to  America  in 
1849,  and  for  many  years  was  employed  in  the 
blacksmith  shop  at  Susquehanna,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1886.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1835, 
died  May  27,  1893.  They  had  six  children:  John, 
who  was  in  the  United  States  navy  for  seventeen 
years;  M.  J.,  our  subject;  Daniel;  Michael,  who 
died  in  San  Francisco;  Margaret,  and  Mary. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Susquehanna,  and  developed  into  a hearty,  robust 
manhood,  weiging  204  pounds  when  only  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  he  worked  as  a hammersmith  in  their 
shops  at  Susquehanna.  He  then  purchased  the  Cen- 
tral Hotel  in  that  city,  and  after  conducting  it  suc- 
cessfully for  five  years  he  disposed  of  the  business, 
having  been  appointed  postmaster.  The  duties  of 
that  office  occupied  his  attention  until  the  spring 
of  1898,  when  he  resigned  to  make  way  for  a Re- 
publican, owing  to  the  change  of  administration, 
and  soon  afterward  he  took  charge  of  his  present 
hotel.  He  is  a member  of  the  school  board,  and 
has  been  delegate  to  State  and  National  conventions. 
In  1897,  when  nominated  for  prothonotary  by  his 
party,  he  won  a majority  in  his  own  town,  and 
though  defeated  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket. 

On  June  14,  1887,  Mr.  Ryan  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  Callahan,  daughter  of  John 
and  May  Callahan,  and  three  children  have  blessed 
their  union — Marion,  Frances  and  Paul.  The  fam- 
ily are  all  faithful  adherents  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
Mr.  Ryan  is  public-spirited  and  genial,  and  has  a 
host  of  warm  friends  in  the  county. 

JOHN  ERNEST  BECK  (deceased),  formerly 
proprietor  of  the  “Vandermark  Hotel,”  at  Milford, 
Pike  county,  was  for  many  years  a leading  citizen 
of  that  place.  His  sound  and  practical  judgment, 
and  untiring  industry,  were  strongly  characteristic 
of  the  sturdy  German  race  from  which  he  sprang, 
and  the  discouragements  and  hardships  of  his  early 
life  seemed  only  to  strengthen  his  worthy  determina- 
tion to  achieve  success.  A good  citizen  and  a kind- 
hearted  man,  he  was  never  known  to  do  an  unkind 
act,  but  many  could  tell  of  his  charitable  deeds,  and 
it  was  this  trait  in  his  character,  and  his  aversion  to 
meddling  in  the  affairs  of  his  fellow  men,  that  drew 
to  him  many  warm  friends.  His  death,  which  oc- 
curred March  9,  1888,  caused  sincere  mourning  in 
the  community  where  he  had  so  long  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Beck  was  born  July  18,  1830,  at  Lamphold- 
shausen,  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  where  his  family 
had  resided  for  generations.  His  father,  John  G. 


Beck,  a farmer  by  occupation,  married  Frederika 
Mnhlbach,  and  they  had  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: Christina,  Frederick,  John  Ernest,  and  Jo- 

hannah,  all  now  deceased ; Rose,  wife  of  George 
Hafner,  a farmer  at  Westtown,  N.  Y. ; Christina, 
who  married  John  Ost,  a farmer  near  Milford; 
Frederika,  widow  of  Philip  Meisenhelder,  of  Mil- 
ford ; and  Christian,  who  was  a railroad  conductor 
for  many  years,  and  was  then  pensioned,  now  living 
at  Lampholdshausen,  Halle,  Wurtemberg,  Germany. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  where 
he  received  a common-school  education,  and  on  Oc- 
tober 27,  1853,  he  was  married  there  to  M.  Frieder- 
ika  Breuinger,  to  whose  wise  counsel  and  constant 
assistance  he  owed  much  of  his  later  prosperity.  In 
1857  he  came  to  America  with  his  wife,  their  son 
John,  and  two  of  his  sisters — Mrs.  Philip  Meisen- 
helder and  Mrs.  George  Hafner.  The  voyage  lasted 
forty-two  days,  and  during  this  period  the  little 
party  suffered  many  hardships.  On  landing  in 
New  York  Mr.  Beck  sought  a train  to  take  him  to 
Port  Jervis,  on  his  way  to  Dingman’s  Ferry,  where 
his  sister,  Mrs.  John  Ost,  resided;  but  as  he  could 
not  speak  English  he  had  some  difficulty  in  makng 
his  wishes  known,  and  through  a misunderstanding, 
or  a practical  joke,  he  was  told  each  day,  on  in- 
quiring for  the  train,  that  it  had  just  gone,  being 
thus  unnecessarily  detained  in  New  York  three  days. 
On  finally  arriving  at  Port  Jervis,  July  4,  1857,  he 
was  told  that  the  stage  for  Milford  had  “just  gone,” 
and  suspecting  another  trick,  the  entire  party  decid- 
ed to  walk  to  Dingman’s  Ferry  without  delay.  Each 
took  a turn  in  carrying  the  baggage  and  little  John, 
and  after  a weary  journey  they  reached  their  des- 
tination. Mr.  Beck  was  employed  as  a farm  hand 
in  that  vicinity  for  eight  years,  and  then,  when 
nearly  forty  years  of  age,  moved  to  Milford,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  silver  watch-case  factory  of 
Desire  Bournique  for  fourteen  years  and  seven 
months,  for  some  years  acting  as  foreman.  He 
learned  the  polisher’s  trade  there.  As  his  health 
began  to  fail,  his  physician  advised  him  to  try  some 
less  confining  work,  and  six  vears  before  his  death 
he  accordingly  went  into  the  hotel  business,  purchas- 
ing the  present  property  from  Hon.  George  Geyer. 
The  building  was  then  quite  small  and  old-fashioned, 
but  as  trade  increased  he  enlarged  it,  until  it  now 
contains  twenty-three  rooms,  equipped  with  modern 
improvements,  including  steam  heat  and  water  serv- 
ice. The  house,  which  is  largely  patronized  by 
country  people,  is  now  conducted  by  his  son  William. 

In  1865  Mr.  Beck  was  drafted,  and  as  he  did 
not  wish  to  serve  he  went  away  from  home  to  es- 
cape the  recruiting  officers.  During  his  absence  a 
tramp  called,  and  told  Mrs.  Beck  that  her  husband 
had  sent  him  for  his  gold  watch  and  $5  in  cash. 
Mrs.  Beck,  who  was  alone  with  her  little  children, 
was  very  much  frightened,  but  kept  the  tramp  over 
night,  giving  him  supper  and  breakfast,  and  in  the 
morning  gave  him  the  watch  and  money,  only  to 
find,  on  her  husband’s  return,  that  he  knew  nothing 
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of  the  matter.  Thirteen  children  were  born  to  John 
E.  Beck  and  his  wife,  and  ten  are  now  living: 
John  C.  is  the  proprietor  of  "Beck's  Hotel,”  at  Mil- 
ford ; Sophia  L.  married  Daniel  H.  Aliddaugh,  a 
farmer  near  Dingman’s  Ferry ; Amanda  E.  married 
Aimer  Terwilliger,  a jeweler  at  Milford;  Ernest  J., 
who  married  Margaret  Schottler,  is  a watch-case 
maker  at  Ravenswood,  111. ; Louise  J.  married 
George  A.  Frieh,  of  Milford;  William  F.,  who  is 
unmarried,  manages  the  "Vandermark  Hotel,” 
owned  by  his  mother ; George  H.,  also  sin- 
gle, is  an  engraver  at  Newark,  N.  J. ; Miss  Wil- 
helmina,  Frederick  A.  and  Miss  Katherine  reside 
with  their  mother.  The  others  died  in  infancy. 
Air.  Beck  was  a charter  member  of  Vandermark 
Lodge  No.  828,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Milford,  and  also 
belonged  to  Minnisink  Tribe,  I.  O.  R.  AT,  of  Port 
Jervis,  and  his  funeral,  which  was  held  from  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  was  largely  attended  by  mem- 
bers of  those  organizations,  as  well  as  by  many  oth- 
ers of  his  fellow  citizens.  Rev.  A.  S.  Gardener  de- 
livered a very  fitting  discourse.  Rev.  Mr.  Millett, 
of  Montague,  N.  J.,  himself'  an  Odd  Fellow, 
speaking  in  behalf  of  the  fraternities,  and  at  the 
grave  in  Milford  cemetery  their  ceremonies  were 
performed.  One  part  of  the  Red  Aden’s  ceremony 
was  the  loosing  of  a white  dove,  which  rested  on  the 
coffin  until  the  remains  were  lowered,  when  it  soared 
gracefully  upward,  symbolizing  the  departure  of 
the  Brother  s spirit  to  that  "undiscovered  country 
from  whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns.”  Air.  Beck 
was  a Democrat  in  political  sentiment,  and  served 
as  school  director  for  many  years. 

Airs.  Beck  was  born  in  Ivocherstein&feld,  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  November  18,  1834,  daughter 
of  V illiam  D.  and  Rose  E.  (Fig)  Breuinger.  Her 
father,  who  was  a successful  agriculturist,  was  born 
in  1790,  and  died  in  1868,  and  her  mother  died  in 
1S47,  aged  fifty-two  years.  Of  their  seven  children, 
the  eldest,  Rosanna,  married  Christian  Whitmeyer, 
and  died  in  1896;  Sophia  married  John  Ilsht  fer, 
and  resides  at  the  old  home  in  Germany ; William, 
now  deceased,  married  Augustina  Shefler;  John,  a 
farmer  in  Germany  married  Elizabeth  Fendel;  Lou- 
ise married  Alichael  Fendel,  and  resides  in  Ger- 
many; AI.  Friederika,  Airs.  Beck,  was  sixth  in  the 
order  of  birth;  J.  Alichael,  a retired  hotel-keeper  at 
Kingston,  N.  Y.,  married  Tishie  Cunningham. 

BENJAMIN  F.  McKUNE  (deceased)  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  most  popular  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  Oakland,  and  for  one  term 
most  capably  and  satisfactorily  filled  tire  office  of 
sheriff  of  Susquehanna  county.  His  devotion  to 
the  general  welfare  made  him  a valued  factor  in 
public  life,  and  by  his  death  the  community  was  de- 
prived of  one  of  her  best  citizens. 

Air.  AIcKune  was  born  in  Oakland  township 
in  1833,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  AIcKune,  repre- 
sentatives of  old  and  prominent  families.  The 
father,  who  was  a pioneer  of  the  township,  owned 


at  his  death  the  farm  of  Joseph  Smith,  the  famous 
Mormon  prophet,  who  wrote  the  book  of  Mormon- 
ism  there ; this  farm  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
McKune  family.  In  the  district  schools  of  his  na- 
tive township  our  subject  acquired  his  literary- 
education,  and  upon  the  home  farm  obtained  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1857  he  went  to  California  and  spent  about  twelve 
years  in  that  State,  Oregon,  Nevada,  Idaho  and 
Washington  Territory,  where  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  business.  After  his  return  East  he  was 
married,  December  26, 1867,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Barton, 
who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  Broome  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  1845,  a daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Lorena 
(Hupman)  Barton,  prominent  citizens  of  that  coun- 
ty. She  was  well  educated  in  the  schools  of  Oak- 
land township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  her  par- 
ents resided  upon  a farm.  Air.  and  Airs.  AIcKune 
became  the  parents  of  two  daughters  : ( 1 ) Alice 

G.,  born  in  Oakland  township,  in  June,  1869,  was 
a student  in  the  Montrose  and  Susquehanna  schools, 
is  a bright  and  accomplished  woman,  and  for  ten 
years  successfully  engaged  in  clerking  in  one  of 
the  leading  dry-goods  stores  of  Binghamton.  On 
June  10,  1896,  she  married  William  Smith,  of  Bing- 
hamton, a traveling  salesman,  who  now  resides  m 
Oakland,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Eleanor  AIc- 
Kune, born  September  16,  1899.  (2)  Nellie  N., 

born  in  Oakland  township,  in  October,  1872,  ac- 
quired a good  education  in  the  schools  of  Alontrose 
and  Oakland,  and  was  married,  in  February,  1894, 
to  Robert  B.  Thompson,  Jr.,  of  Oakland,  where  he 
is  engaged  with  his  father  in  the  mercantile  trade ; 
they  have  one  son,  Arthur  Newell,  born  December  9, 
1899.  The  daughters  are  both  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  quite  prominent  in  social 
circles. 

After  his  marriage,  Air..  McKune  located  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Oakland  township,  engaging 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  elected  sheriff  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  in  1879,  when  he  removed  to 
Montrose,  the  county  seat,  to  assume  the  duties  of 
the  office.  He  was  one  of  the  most  popular  officials 
who  ever  served  the  county  in  that  capacity.  On 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  two  years  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Oakland  borough,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  a number  of  years.  In  1887  he  was 
appointed  toll  clerk  of  the  river  bridge,  and  filled 
that  position  most  creditably  for  eight  years,  until, 
in  1895,  it  was  made  a county  (or  free)  bridge, 
when  he  removed  to  the  house  now  occupied  by  the 
family,  and  where  he  died  November  2,  1898,  from 
the  effects  of  a wound  received  four  years  pre- 
viously. While  discharging  the  sick  duties  for  a 
fellow  Alason,  he  was  met  on  his  way  home  by  a 
tramp,  who  demanded  his  money  and  watch.  In 
the  scuffle  which  followed  Air.  AIcKune  was  shot, 
and  he  never  recovered  from  the  injury,  dying  of 
heart  failure  four  years  later.  At  that  time  he  was 
pas.t  eminent  commander  of  Great  Bend  Command- 
erv  No  27,  K.  T.  He  was  a charter  member  of 
St.  Andrews  Commandery  No.  76,  K.  T. ; was  past 
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high  priest  of  Great  Bend  Chapter  No.  210,  R.  A. 

M. ,  and  was  a member  of  Susquehanna  Chapter  No. 
2b,  R.  A.  iVi.  His  political  support  was  always  given 
to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  it  was  on  that  ticket  he  was  elected  sherifi  by  a 
large  majority.  In  1869  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a devout  and  faithful  member 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
widely  known,  and  was  held  in  high  regard  on  ac- 
count of  his  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies 
of  character. 

DAVID  E.  HOLMES,  of  South  Gibson,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  that  locality,  and  is  also  prominent  in  local  poli- 
tics, having  served  thirty  years  as  postmaster  of  the 
town,  a strong  evidence  of  his  popularity.  He  owns 
and  operates  the  Holmes  grist  and  sawmills,  near 
South  Gibson,  located  on  a branch  of  Tunkhannock 
creek,  which  supplies  excellent  water  power,  and 
the  gristmill,  which  was  built  by  himself,  contains 
the  latest  improvements  and  model  machinery. 

Mr.  Holmes  is  a native  of  Gibson  township, 
born  July  6,  1825,  on  Kennedy  Hill.  His  paternal 
grandparents,  Deacon  William  and  Mary  (Wyatt) 
Holmes,  of  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1810,  and  his  parents,  David  and  Hannah 
(Fuller)  Holmes,  were  prominent  residents  of  Gib- 
son township.  Our  subject  had  five  brothers  and 
one  sister,  of  whom  Samuel  R.,  Jesse  L.  and  George 
F.  now  reside  in  the  township ; William  W.  resides 
in  Jackson  township;  Charles  M.  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  151st  P.  V.  I.,  for  service  in  the  Civil  war, 
was  mustered  in  October  20,  1862,  and  died 
May  11,  1863,  at  Windmill  Point,  Va. ; Sarah  P. 
married  Richard  Owens,  a farmer  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, and  died  December  23,  1898. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  our  subject  left  home  to 
serve  an  apprenticeship  with  T.  W.  Cole,  a carpen- 
ter and  joiner  in  Gibson  township.  He  spent  one 
year  and  three  months  there  and  one  and  a half 
years  at  Montrose,  and  after  a few  months  spent 
at  Honesdale  located  at  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
remained  three  years.  He  then  returned  to  Gib- 
son township,  and  continued  the  business  for  some 
time,  and  for  ten  years  he  was  employed  in  the 
railroad  shops  at  Susquehanna.  In  December,  1861, 
fie  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  South  Gibson, 
in  1889  selling  out  and  purchasing  a farm  upon 
which  stood  an  old  sawmill.  This  he  rebuilt,  and 
six  years  ago  he  added  the  gristmill,  his  large  trade 
justifying  the  venture.  Politically  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, and  lie  has  served  several  terms  as  auditor 
in  addition  to  his  able  and  efficient  work  as  post- 
master, which  ended  in  1897.  On  March  23,  1853, 
he  was  married,  in  Gibson  township,  by  Rev.  George 

N.  Todd,  to  Miss  Emeline  Elton,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  union : ( 1 ) Sherwood,  born 
May  26,  1854,  died  January  17,  1857.  (2)  Maria, 
T.,  born  January  8,  1858,  married  Frank  W.  Peck, 
a farmer  in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 


ty, and  they  have  had  one  son,  Carl.  (3)  William 
G.,  born  October  15,  1866,  resides  with  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  married,  May  12,  1887,  to  Miss  Hat- 
tie A.  Phyer,  and  has  had  six  children,  Aland  A., 
Lillian,  Mason  W.  (who  was  drowned  in  January, 
1898),  Ray  T.,  Emeline  and  Nina.  Mrs.  Emeline 
(Elton)  Holmes,  a lady  of  most  estimable  char- 
acter, was  born  in  Gibson  township,  March  10, 
1828,  and  died  July  7,  1895,  her  remains  being  in- 
terred in  the  Manzer  cemetery.  Her  father,  Good- 
rich Elton,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  November  20, 
1799,  and  became  an  early  settler  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a clothier  and 
dresser.  He  died  June  2,  1865,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Manzer  cemetery.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Ann 
Palmer,  was  born  September  11,  1806,  in  Green- 
wich township,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
April  15,  1877.  She  was  a daughter  of  Sherwood 
Palmer,  a native  of  the  town  of  Cambridge,  who 
was  married  February  3,  1805,  to  Phoebe  Smith, 
of  the  town  of  Chatham,  N.  Y.  Airs.  Emeline 
Holmes  was  the  younger  of  the  two  daughters  of 
Goodrich  and  Elizabeth  Elton.  Her  sister  Eliza, 
now  deceased,  was  born  February  17,  1825,  and 
married  a Air.  West. 

WILLIAM  H.  VARCOE,  justice  of  the  peace 
in  and  for  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county, 
is  one  of  the  leading  residents  of  that  locality,  and 
his  homestead,  some  four  and  one-half  miles  from 
Honesdale,  is  a fine  farm  of  about  100  acres. 

Mr.  Varcoe  was  born  at  the  homestead  Decem- 
ber 2,  1839,  and  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has 
been  spent  in  Wayne  county.  His  parents,  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Doney)  Varcoe,  natives  of  England, 
purchased  the  estate  in  1832,  shortly  after  their  ar- 
rival in  this  country,  and  for  a number  of  years  the 
father  devoted  his  attention  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement.  In  1865  he  removed  to  Canada, 
where  he  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  his 
remains  being  buried  there.  He  was  a man  of  much 
intelligence,  and  during  his  residence  in  Wayne 
county  was  prominent  in  Church  affairs  and  in  the 
local  Republican  organization.  The  mother  re- 
turned to  the  homestead  in  1868,  and  her  remaining 
years  were  spent  there.,  her  death  occurring  in  1878, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  She  was  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Alethodist  Church,  to  which  her  hus- 
band also  belonged.  Her  mortal  remains  now  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  Cherry  Ridge.  Three  children 
were  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  viz. : Mary  A., 

who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  ; William  H.,  our 
subject;  and  Deeious,  a carpenter  of  Falls  Church, 
Virginia. 

’Squire  Varcoe  received  the  usual  educational 
opportunities  afforded  to  country  youths  of  his  day 
and  generation,  but  he  has  supplemented  them  by 
wide  observation  and  reading,  so  that  he  now  pos- 
sesses more  than  ordinary  information  upon  a wide 
range  of  subjects.  From  an  early  age  he  has  been 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  at  the  homestead, 
and  while  he  has  given  much  time  to  general  farm- 
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ing  he  has  also  been  interested  in  dairy  work, 
in  which  he  has  met  with  decided  success.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  highly  esteemed,  has  held  nearly  every 
town  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  and  in  1896 
was  chosen  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  which 
he  tills  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
the  public.  Politically  he  is  not  a strong  partisan, 
but  his  sympathies  are  with  the  Democratic  party 
in  the  main. 

O11  June  18,  1873,  Mr.  Varcoe  was  married, 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss 
Elsa  A.  Bonear,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Rev.  J.  H.  Taylor,  a Methodist  clergyman,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents.  One  son,  Francis  J., 
has  brightened  their  home.  He  was  married,  May 
31,  1899,  to  Miss  Stephana  Clark,  of  Cherry  Ridge, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
Honesdale,  being  the  junior  member  of  the  firm 
conducting  the  Honesdale  Cash  Store,  formerly 
owned  by  W.  P.  Schenck.  The  family  is  prominent 
socially,  and  .is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Airs.  Yarcoe,  who  is  a member  of  one  of  the 
leading  families  of  the  township,  possesses  unusual 
mental  ability  and  force  of  character.  She  was 
born  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  and  is  a grand- 
daughter of  Moses  and  Catherine  (May)  Bonear, 
who  came  from  Cornwall,  England,  in  1832,  with 
Mr.  Yarcoe's  parents.  Her  father,  Francis  Bonear, 
was  born  in  Cornwall,  December  22,  1819,  and 
accompanied  his  parents  to  this  country  in  boyhood, 
and  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has  been  spent 
in  agricultural  work  at  the  homestead  in  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  formerly  part  of  the  Striker  farm, 
a fine  estate  of  200  acres.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  at  times  he  has  taken  a prominent  part  in 
local  affairs.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Cynthia  Kirby,  was  born  December  16,  1821,  in 
New  York  State,  and  for  many  years  she  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Cherry  Ridge.  She  is  a descendant  of  an  old  Co- 
lonial family,  and  her  grandfather,  James  Kirby, 
served  in  Washington's  army  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Francis  and  Cynthia  Bonear  have 
had  the  following  children : Moses,  a resident  of 

Scranton,  Penn.;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  John  Roberts,  a 
widow,  now  residing  with  her  parents ; Daniel,  a 
carpenter  of  Tioga  county,  Penn. ; Elsa  A.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Sophia,  deceased;  Catherine,  wife  of 
Frank  P.  Brown,  of  Cherry  Ridge  township;  John, 
a farmer  of  the  same  locality;  Joel,  deceased;  Miss 
Delia,  who  is  at  home;  and  Francis,  Jr.,  a farmer 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township  ( he  is_a  member  of  the 
Maccabees  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.). 

ABNER  COBB  (deceased).  The  life  of 
Abner  Cobb  might  well  be  selected  as  one  that  is 
typical  of  industry  and  business  ability — a com- 
bination of  which  qualities  is  assurance  of  success. 
He  was  a man  to  whom  the  values  of  real  estate 
appealed  strongly,  and  a better  judge  of  farm  prop- 
erty it  would  have  been  difficult  to  find.  He  not 


only  possessed  a large  capacity  for  work,  but  he 
took  pleasure  in  achievement.  He  was  a man 
among  men,  and  in  the  sphere  of  life  which  he  se- 
lected he  was  eminently  successful. 

He  was  born  in  Greenfield  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county,  on  Sunday,  June  10,  1829,  the  son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Brundage)  Cobb.  The 
father  was  a native  of  New  Jersey,  who  removed  to 
Lackawanna  county  and  became  a farmer  of  promi- 
nence and  wealth.  He  married  Elizabeth  Brund- 
age, who  was  a native  of  Lackawanna  county.  She 
died  in  January,  1834,  and  her  husband  survived 
until  December  15,  1865.  Their  family  consisted 
of  the  following  children  : Aaron  ; John  ; Zipheron  ; 

James;  Ira;  Henry;  Abner,  our  subject;  Lydia, 
who  married  Daniel  Carpenter  ; Lucy,  who  married 
Reeves  Cox;  Sally  A.,  who  married  John  Snyder; 
and  Caroline,  who  married  Luther  Lee. 

Abner  Cobb  remained  at  the  home  of  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  re- 
ceived a good  common  school  education  and  ac- 
quired those  habits  of  industry  and  thrift  which 
were  largely  instrumental  in  his  future  success. 
He  worked  out  among  neighboring  farmers,  and 
on  February  19,  1848,  before  he  had  attained  his 
nineteenth  year,  he  married  Miss  Ruth  Ann  Dilts, 
who  was  born  at  Dundafif,  Sunday,  December  5, 
1830,  slaughter  of  Jesse  Iv.  and  Ellen  (Coyle) 
Dilts,  natives  respectively  of  Dundafif,  Penn.,  and 
of  New  Jersey.  Jesse  Iv.  Dilts  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Ruth  Dilts,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  be- 
came farmers  of  Pittston,  Penn.  He  died  in  Wayne 
county  at  the  residence  of  his  son  in  1863,  aged  fifty- 
five  years.  His  wife  Ellen  was  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Polly  (Buck)  Coyle,  early  settlers  of  Dundafif. 
She  died  in  1858,  aged  forty-eight  years.  To  Jesse 
Iv.  and  Ellen  Dilts  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: John  (deceased);  Ruth  A.,  widow  of  our 

subject;  Mary  E.,  who  married  Butler  Vinson,  and 
is  now  deceased;  Nancy,  who  married  William 
Duce,  and  is  now  deceased ; Arnold,  a railroad  man 
of  Carbondale,  Penn.;  Elisha,  of  Carbondale;  Cath- 
erine, widow  of  Lucas  L.  Gardner ; Ylargaret,  who 
died  unmarried ; and  Ellen,  wife  of  Thomas  Van 
Kirk,  a stonemason  of  Carbondale. 

To  Abner  and  Ruth  A.  Cobb  were  born  eleven 
children.  The  eldest  two,  Abner  N.,  born  Decem- 
ber 8,  1848,  and  Ellen,  born  August  17,  1850,  died 
on  the  same  night,  December  12,  1851,  of  scarlet 
fever.  The  other  children  were  as  follows : Al- 

bert J.,  born  August  23,  1852,  married  Mabel  Burns, 
and  is  a farmer  of  Clifford  township;  Ann  G.,  born 
April  2,  1854,  married  Lafayette  Brownell,  a farmer 
of  Clifford  township;  Isabella,  born  April  10,  1856, 
married  Jesse  Gardner,  a farmer  of  Greenfield; 
Mary  Etta,  born  March  27,  1858,  married  Samuel 
Williams,  hotel  proprietor  at  Carbondale ; Emma 
J.,  born  April  15,  i860,  married  Joseph  Lee,  a 
farmer  of  Wayne  county;  Ella,  born  June  7,  1862, 
married  George  Cox,  a railroad  engineer  of  Car- 
bondale; Catherine,  born  February  9,  1867,  mar- 
ried Legrand  Wells,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township ; 
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Lafayette, born  July  9, 1869, married  BerthaLowrev, 
and  is  a farmer  of  Lackawanna  county;  Walter, 
born  June  9,  1872,  married  Lillie  Gunther,  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Clifford  township. 

After  bis  marriage  our  subject  purchased  a 
farm  in  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  county. 
During  the  next  two  years  he  bought  and  sold 
farms  a number  of  times,  and  in  April,  1866,  he  re- 
moved from  Thompkinsville,  Lackawanna  county, 
to  the  farm  of  200  acres  in  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  which  his  widow  now  occupies. 
He  died  July  18,  1898,  and  is  buried  in  Clifford 
cemetery.  At  bis  death  he  owned  300  acres  of  land, 
which  is  now  divided  between  his  two  sons,  Lafay- 
ette and  Walter.  In  politics  Abner  Cobb  was  a 
Republican,  and  in  Greenfield  township  be  was  fre- 
quently elected  to  local  offices  of  responsibility  and 
trust.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  one  of 
a committee  for  hiring  men  at  Scranton,  to  save 
drafting  men,  remaining  weeks  at  a time  with 
twenty  thousand  dollars  in  hist  pocket,  a well-exe- 
cuted "trust  reposed  in  him  by  his  country.  He  has 
been  blessed  with  a family  of  children  who  have  in- 
herited bis  most  admirable  traits,  as  well  as  those 
of  their  faithful  and  devoted  mother.  They  are  all 
prospering  and  are  all  a credit  to  their  parentage. 

MARSHALL  H.  VAN  SCOTEN,  a justice  of 
the  peace  and  most  successful  pension  attorney  of 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  is  descended  on  both 
sides  from  German  ancestry.  The  Van  Scoten  fam- 
ily of  New  Jersey,  from  which  came  that  branch 
of  the  family  to  which  Squire  Van  Scoten  belongs, 
are  the  posterity  of  one  Tunis  Van  Scoten,  who 
came  to  America  from  Holland  in  1674.  One  of 
his  three  sons  settled  in  New  Jersey.  The  imme- 
diate ancestors  of  Squire  Van  Scoten,  Cornelius, 
Garrett  and  George  Van  Scoten,  great-grandfather, 
grandfather,  and  father,  respectively,  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey,  and  his  grandmother  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  Shanon,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

George  Van  Scoten,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  near  Delaware  Station,  in  1813.  His  im- 
mediate ancestors  had  been  farmers,  and  he  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Later  in  life  he  kept 
a tavern,  or  hotel,  and  was  engaged  in  speculations. 
In  the  days  of  the  State  Militia  he  was  prominent 
in  military  affairs  and  during  the  Civil  war,  though 
advanced  in  years,  enlisted  in  Company  I,  18th  P. 
V.  C.,  and  after  a period  of  some  eight  months’ 
honorable  service  yielded  up  his  life  in  defense  of 
his  country,  dying  June  20,  1863,  at  Fairfax  C.  H., 
Va.  He  had  married,  in  1838,  Matilda  Raub,  who 
was  born  in  1812,  in  Pennsylvania,  the  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Butts)  Raub,  farming  peo- 
ple of  that  State,  of  which  they  were  natives,  both 
being  of  German  origin.  George  Van  Scoten  was 
first  a Whig  in  his  political  views,  and  on  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party  cast  his  lot 
therewith.  He  was  one  of  six  who  first  voted  the 


Whig  ticket  in  Knowlton  township,  Warren  Co.,  N. 
J.  In  1856  he  moved  his  family  to  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  his  wife  died  in  1882. 
To  their  marriage  were  born  children  as  follows : ( 1 ) 
Elizabeth  E.,  born  in  1840,  married,  in  1858,  Charles 
W.  Pierson,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township,  and 
they  have  children  as  follows — Annie  Belle,  Joseph 
G.  and  Lewis  Burton.  (2)  Marshall  H.  is  re- 
ferred to  farther  on.  (3)  Sarah  C.,  born  in  1846, 
married,  in  1862,  Isaac  D.  Sebring,  a farmer  of 
Rush  township,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren : Henry,  Ruth,  Emma,  Preston,  Grace,  George, 
Clarence,  Lillian  and  Nellie.  (4)  Andrew  J.,  born 
in  1848,  married  Florence  Swackhammer,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Frederick,  Roy  and  Florence. 

He  became  a private  of  Company  D,  203rd  P.  V. 
I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  served  nearly  one 
year.  He  was  severely  wounded  at  Fort  Fisher, 
N.  C.,  January  15,  1865.  (5)  Emma  E.,  born  in 
1852,  married,  in  1874,  John  H.  Smith,  of  Red 
Creek,  N.  Y.  They  have  no  children.  He  served 
in  the  Civil  war  as  first  sergeant  of  Company  K, 
75th  N.  Y.  V.  I.  (6)  George  L.,  born  in  1854, 
married  Hattie  Bullard,  and  to  them  came  three 
children:  Effie,  Roy  and  Vera.  He  is  a real  estate 
dealer,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  gentlemen’s  fur- 
nishing goods  business  at  Athens,  Pennsylvania. 

Marshall  H.  Van  Scoten  was  born  September 
15,  1841,  at  Blairstown,  N.  J.,  and  came  with  his 
father’s  family  to'  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in 
1856.  While  yet  a school-boy,  and  in  his  teens, 
the  firing  on  Sumter  aroused  his  patriotism,  and 
laying  aside  his  books,  he  left  the  school  house  for 
the  tented  field.  He  came  of  patriotic  stock,  some 
of  his  ancestors  having  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  On  June  17,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
4th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Reserves  (33rd  P.  V. 
I.).  On  July  41  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
Baltimore,  in  which  city  it  was  on  duty  under  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Dix  until  the  last  of  August,  when  it 
was  ordered  to  the  general  camp  of  rendezvous  of 
the  reserves  at  Tennallytown,  Md.  Upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  division,  the  Fourth  was  assigned 
to  the  Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen. 
George  G.  Meade.  In  October  (1861),  the  regiment 
crossed  into  Virginia  and  became  a part  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  was  in  support  at  the 
battle  of  Drainsville,' December  20.  In  the  spring  of 
1862,  upon  McClellan’s  departure  for  the  peninsula, 
the  reserves  were  left  with  the  First  Corps  under 
command  of  Gen.  McDowell,  but  early  in  June  they 
were  detached  therefrom  and  proceeded  by  water 
to  White  House,  and  marched  to  form  a junction 
with  McClellan's  army.  The  Fourth  Regiment 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Mechanicsville  June  20,  and 
on  June  26  a severe  battle  was  fought,  the  regiment 
being  under  fire  during  the  entire  battle.  During 
the  night  following  the  division  was  sent  down  to 
Gaines’  Mill,  where  the  next  day  the  Rebel  army, 
sixty  thousand  strong,  attacked  the  single  corps  of 
I'itz  John  Porter.  In  this  engagement  the  Fourth, 
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supporting  Duryea’s  Zouaves,  drove  the  enemy  from 
the  woods,  after  which  it  was  ordered  to  the  ex- 
treme left,  where  it  charged  the  Rebel  line,  but  be- 
ing met  by  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
were  forced  to  fall  back  with  great  loss.  At  the 
battle  of  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  on  June  30,  the 
Fourth  was  posted  in  the  front  line  on  the  right,  in 
support  of  Randall’s  Battery.  Gen.  McCall,  in  his 
official  report,  says  “the  most  determined  charge  of 
the  day  was  made  upon  Randall’s  battery  by  a full 
brigade  advancing  in  wedge  shape,  without  order, 
but  with  a wild  recklessness  that  I never  saw 
equalled.”  After  referring  to  other  charges  that 
had  been  made  by  single  regiments  upon  Cooper’s 
and  Kern’s  batteries,  which  had  been  gallantly  re- 
pulsed, the  General  continues : "A  like  result  ap- 

pears to  have  been  anticipated  by  Randall’s  battery 
and  the  Fourth  Regiment  (as  was  subsequently  re- 
ported to  me)  was  requested  not  to  advance  be- 
tween the  guns,  as  I had  ordered,  as  it  interfered 
with  the  cannoneers,  but  to  let  the  battery  deal  with 
thenr.  Its  gallant  commander  did  not  doubt,  I am 
satisfied,  his  ability  to  repel  the  attack,  and  his  guns’ 
fairly  opened  lanes  in  the  advancing  hosts.”  The 
Rebel  column  closed  up,  and  with  trailed  arms  came 
on  at  a run  to  the  very  muzzles  of  the  guns,  where 
they  pistoled  and  bayoneted  the  cannoneers  and  at- 
tacked their  supports  (the  Fourth)  with  such  fury 
and  in  such  overwhelming  numbers  that  they  were 
broken,  but  held  their  ground  with  the  most  deter- 
mined obstinacy.  Gen.  McCall,  continuing,  says: 
“It  was  here  my  misfortune  to  witness,  between 
those  of  my  men  who  stood  their  ground  and  Rebels 
who  advanced,  one  of  the  fiercest  bayonet  fights 
that  perhaps  ever  occurred  on  this  continent.  Bay- 
onets were  crossed  and  locked  in  the  struggle ; bay- 
onet wounds  were  freely  given  and  received.  I saw 
skulls  crushed  by  the  heavy  blow  of  the  butt  of  the 
musket,  and,  in  short,  the  desperate  thrusts  and  par- 
ries of  a life-and-death  encounter,  proving  indeed 
that  Greek  had  met  Greek  when  the  Alabama  boys 
fell  upon  the  sons  of  Pennsylvania.”  The  enemy 
was  successfully  held  in  check,  and  during  the 
night  the  Reserves  retired  to  Malvern  Hill.  The 
casualties  in  the  Fouth  Regiment  during  the  seven 
days  of  battle  were  more  than  two  hundred,  trorn 
Malvern  Hill  the  regiment  marched  to  the  plains 
of  Manassas,  where  on  August  29  and  30  it  en- 
gaged the  enemy  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
where  the  Reserves  were  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  John  F.  Reynolds.  The  regiment  again  en- 
countered the  enemy  at  South  Mountain  ( September 
14),  and  was  heavily  engaged,  that  battle  resulting 
in  the  retreat  of  the  enemy.  On  the  evening  of  the 
1 6th  the  Reserves  crossed  Antietam  creek  with  the 
Fourth  in  the  advance,  and  opened  that  great  and 
important  battle,  which  raged  with  great  fury  for 
twelve  hours.  At  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  on 
December  13,  the  Fourth  held  the  right  of  the 
second  line  in  the  memorable  charge  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves  on  the  left  of  Mary’s  Heights, 
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when  they  broke  through  the  enemy's  lines,  carried 
the  summit,  the  key  to  the  position,  but  failing  of 
support  they  were  forced  to  retire.  On  February 
8,  1863,  the  Reserves  now  greatly  reduced  by  act- 
ive service,  were  ordered  to  the  defenses  of  Wash- 
ington to  rest  and  recruit.  On  January  6,  1864,  the 
Fourth  was  ordered  to  duty  in  West  Virginia.  It 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Cloyd  Mountain,  May  9. 
On  May  28,  three  years’  term  of  enlistment  of  Third 
and  Fourth  Reserves  having  expired — those  who 
had  not  re-enlisted  were  ordered  home  for  muster- 
out,  while  the  veterans  and  recruits  of  the  two  reg- 
iments were  organized  into  a battalion  of  five  com- 
panies and  placed  in  command  of  Capt.  A.  T.  Sweet. 
This  ended  the  service  of  the  Fourth  as  an  organi- 
zation. It  was  mustered  out  June  8,  1864,  at  Phil- 
adelphia. 

I he  battalion  shared  in  all  the  battles  and  ter- 
rible marches,  at  one  time  without  food  and  with  no 
halt  for  rest  for  eight  days  and  nights.  On  July- 
13,  1864,  they  arrived  on  the  upper  Potomac  above 
Martinsburg.  Here  the  veterans  and  recruits  of  the 
Third  and  Fourth  Reserves  were  transferred  to  the 
54th  P.  V.  I.  On  July  18,  Company  H,  as  reorgan- 
ized, had  a short  but  severe  engagement  with  the 
enemy  at  Snickers  Gap,  Va.,  in  which  five  of  the 
original  members  of  Company  H,  including  Sergt. 
Van  Scoten,  were  wounded  (Van  Scoten  in  the  left 
hand).  The  men  shared  the  disasters  and  triumphs 
of  Sheridan's  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
and  late  in  December  they  proceeded  via  Washing- 
ton to  City  Point,  passing  winter  in  that  vicinity, 
and  March  23,  1865,  they  broke  camp  for  their  last 
and  final  campaign  that  was  to  end  at  Appomattox. 
Three  days  before  the  surrender  the  54th  Penn,  and 
132nd  Ohio  were  captured  by  the  Rebels. 

Mr.  Van  Scoten  on  June  17,  1861,  was  made 
color  corporal,  and  on  February  25,  1863,  he  was 
promoted  sergeant.  He  re-enlisted  February  8, 
1864,  and  on  July  13  he  was  transferred  to  Com- 
pany L and  E,  54th  Penn.  Veteran  Volunteers.  On 
being  wounded  he  was  sent  to  the  field  hospital  at 
Pleasant  Valley,  Md.,  where  he  remained  until  Sep- 
tember 10,  1864,  when  he  had  sufficiently  recovered 
to  join  the  command.  He  shared  the  fate  of  the 
commands  throughout  their  experience  and  has  a 
record  of  which  he  and  his  posterity  can  well  be 
proud.  After  returning  to  his  regiment  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Berryville,  Va.,  Sep- 
tember 13;  Winchester,  September  19;  Fisher’s 
Hill,  September  22;  Stroudsburg,  October  15  .and 
Cedar  Creek,  October  19.  On  December  18,  1864, 
be  'marched  six  miles  in  his  stocking  feet  through 
eight  inches  of  snow.  He  was  with  Gen.  Butler  in 
front  of  Richmond,  thence  to  Hatchers  Run,  where 
he  took  part  in  the  engagement  near  by  on  March 
30,  1865.  He  was  in  the  battle  at  Fort  Gregg,  Va., 
April  2,  and  at  High  Bridge  April  6,  the  entire  com- 
mand being  captured  here,  were  made  prisoners  with 
Gen.  Lee’s  army,  and  paroled  on  the  9th  after  the 
surrender  to  Gen.  Grant.  The  men  were  then  sent 
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to  Camp  Parole,  Md.,  where  our  subject  was  honor- 
ably discharged  (as  a paroled  prisoner)  May  31, 
1865,  when  he  returned  to  his  widowed  mother 
after  an  absence  of  four  years. 

Young  Van  Scoten  on  returning  to  civil  life 
again  went  into  the  school  room,  attending  for  a 
short  time  the  public  schools  at  Montrose.  He  was 
married,  on  October  25,  1865,  to  Eleanor  B.  Gay, 
and  bought  the  old  home  place  in  Auburn  township, 
where  he  resided  and  was  occupied  in  farming  some 
thirty  years,  until  coming  to  Montrose  in  1896. 
Politically  he  has  always  been  an  ardent  Republican 
and  active  and  influential  in  his  party.  He  served 
for  nearly  a decade  as  auditor  of  Auburn  town- 
ship ; was  for  several  years  a director  of  the  Auburn 
and  Rush  poor  asylum.  For  a number  of  years  a 
member  of  the  County  Republican  Committee.  He 
was  once  defeated  for  sheriff  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty by  three  votes.  In  February,  1899,  he'was  elect- 
ed a justice  of  the  peace,  an  office  for  which  he  is 
well  fitted.  The  Squire  is  a genial  and  sociable  gen- 
tleman, affable  and  courteous.  For  a dozen  or 
more  years  he  has  been  engaged  quite  extensively 
in  the  prosecution  of  claims  against  the  United 
States  government,  especially  penision  claims,  and 
in  this  she  has  been  most  successful  and  is  held 
in  high  esteem  by  all,  and  especially  by  the  old 
soldiers. 

Mrs.  Van  Scoten,  the  Squire’s  wife,  formerly 
bliss  Gay,  is  the  daughter  of  Ansel  and  Elizabeth 
(Bunnell)  Gay,  and  was  born  January  8,  1846,  in 
Auburn  township.  Three  of  her  brothers,  James 
P.,  Calvin  S.  and  Treadway  Iv.  Gay,  were  soldiers 
in  the  Union  army  in  the  Civil  war.  James  P.  was 
a second  lieutenant  in  Company  H,  4th  Penn.  Re- 
serves, serving  upwards  of  three  years ; Calvin  S. 
was  a private  in  the  same  company  and  regiment, 
and  also  of  the  15th  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  and  was  wound- 
ed at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain;  and  Treadway 
Iv.  died  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  while  in  the  U.  S.  Sig- 
nal Corps.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been 
born  six  children,  namely:  Carrie  A.,  born  June 

30,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  B.  F.  Jones,  of  South  Mont- 
rose, and  their  children  are  William,  Hugh  and  Orin 
Pritchard  ; Savannah,  born  June  30,  1867,  is  the  wife 
of  Sherman  A.  Benninger,  of  Kingsley,  Penn.,  and 
their  children  are  Marshall  Pierce,  Leo  Sherman, 
Florence  and  Donald;  Eva  E.,  born  December  5, 
1869,  was  engaged  in  teaching  and  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three;  Calvin  S.,  born  March  21,  1871,  mar- 
ried Martha  Ruger,  and  resides  at  Athens,  Penn. ; 
Elnora,  born  October  15,  1875,  is  at  home;  and 
Charles  L.,  born  July  24,  1878,  like  father  and  grind- 
father,  manifested,  his  patriotism  by  serving  in  the 
Spanish-American  war,  from  April  27,  1898,  to 
March  11,  1899 — there  being  but  one  day’s  differ- 
ence in  the  ages  of  himself  and  father  at  the  time 
of  their  respective  enlistments.  He  was  a corporal  in 
Company  G,  13th  Penn.  Inf.,  and  is  now  quarter- 
master sergeant  in  the  same  company  and  regiment 
P.  N.  G. 


DR.  EDWIN  R.  VARCOE,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing dentists  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  located  at 
Goshen,  was  born  at  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
November  4,  1850. 

Francis  and  Mary  (Hocken)  Varcoe,  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  England,  and  de- 
scendants of  a long  line  of  substantial  English  an- 
cestry. Both  were  educated  near  Liskeard,  in  the 
County  of  Cornwall,  where  they  grew  to  maturity, 
and  were  married  in  1846.  They  came  to  America 
on  their  wedding  tour,  and  were  so  well  pleased 
with  the  appearance  of  the  country  that  they  decided 
to  remain,  settling  near  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where 
they  engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  and  there  re- 
mained until  their  death,  the  father  dying  in  1895, 
and  the  mother  in  1865.  Both  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their 
eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  are 
all  living  but  one,  viz. : Lavenia,  wife  of  Isaiah 
Scudder,  of  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; Sophia,  widow  of 
Ira  S.  Baxter,  and  a resident  of  Jersey  City;  Ed- 
win R. ; Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Frank  Sagen- 
dorph,  of  Jersey  City;  Selina,  Mrs.  T.  Edson  Hard- 
ing, of  Jersey  City;  William  F.,  a practicing  phy- 
sician in  New  York  City;  Carrie,  who  married  Her- 
man Groff  ell,  of  Jersey  City  ; and  Charles  W.,  a dent- 
ist of  Walden,  N.  Y.  In  1875  Francis  Varcoe  married 
for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Onger)  Glenn, 
and  they  had  one  daughter,  Kitty,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Webb,  of  Bethany,  Penn.  Politically  Mr. 
Varcoe  was  at  first  an  old-line  Whig,  but  he  subse- 
uently  became  a Republican  and  was  a stanch  Union 
man  during  the  Civil  war.  In  religious  belief  he 
was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  held  membership  in  that  denomination  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  at  the  old  homestead  near 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  September  6,  1895,  when  he  was 
aged  eighty  years. 

Samuel  Varcoe,  the  father  of  Francis  Varcoe, 
was  an  English  gentleman  and  a landed  proprietor  in 
the  County  of  Cornwall.  One  of  his  sons,  Rev.  R. 
Varcoe,  came  to  this  country  and  filled  several  im- 
portant charges  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Francis  Varcoe  was  Rev.  Charles 
Hicks,  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Varcoe  was  Rev.  Edward  Hocken,  a minister 
of  the  Church  of  Ehgland,  and  a man  of  learning 
and  eloquence ; for  fifty  years  he  filled  important 
pulpits  in  his  native  land,  dying  at  an  advanced 
age,  revered  for  his  many  acts  of  kindness  and 
his  piety  and  benevolence.  He  reared  a family  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  Edward  Hocken,  Jr.,  be- 
came a clergyman  under  the  celebrated  John  Wesley 
in  the  Methodist  Church  during  the  pioneer  era  of 
the  organization. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  on  the 
maternal  side  was  Rev.  William  Geake,  of  the 
Church  of  England.  He  was  a learned  man,  and 
ably  filled  parishes  for  many  years  in  the  County  of 
Cornwall.  It  is  a notable  fact  that  the  progenitors 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1091 


of  the  family  were  scholarly  men,  of  sterling  charac- 
ter and  upright  lives.  Refinement  and  culture  have 
always  been  characteristic  qf  the  race. 

Dr.  Edwin  R.  Yarcoe  received  his  literary  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Wayne  county  and  Wyom- 
ing Seminary,  at  Kingston,  Penn.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  began  tbe  study  of  his  profession 
under  Dr.  J.  W.  Kesler,  of  Honesdale,  Penn.,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  then  practiced 
at  different  places  in  Orange  county  for  five  years. 
In  1880  he  was  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia 
Dental  College,  carrying  off  the  highest  honors  of 
his  class,  and  receiving  the  prize  awarded,  an  S.  S. 
White  Dental  Engine.  In  June,  1880,  he  established 
himself  in  practice  in  Goshen,  where  for  the  last 
fifteen  years  he  has  enjoyed  an  extensive  and  lucra- 
tive patronage.  In  all  modern  improvements  and 
appliances  pertaining  to  his  profession  he  has  kept 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  is  recognized  as  most 
skillful  and  successful.  He  is  public-spirited,  and 
has  ever  been  zealous  in  the  promotion  of  the  pro- 
gressive interests  of  the  town. 

The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Goshen.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Sec- 
ond District  Dental  Association,  the  Order  of  Odd 
Eellows,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Encampment  of 
Patriarchs.  In  politics  lie  is  a Republican.  He  has 
made  a success  not  only  in  a professional  way,  but 
has  also  accumulated  a comfortable  competency  and 
lias  found  time  during  his  vacations  to  make  several 
trips  to  Europe,  visiting  Scotland,  Ireland,  England, 
France,  Switzerland  and  Italy,  besides  traveling 
extensively  through  this  country,  Mexico,  Cuba  and 
the  Sandwich  Islands.  For  the  benefit  of  the 
Church  and  charitable  interests  he  has  frequently 
lectured  on  his  travels  in  a most  entertaining  and 
eloquent  manner. 

ALVIN  W.  BARRETT.  The  settlement  of 
a new  country  is  usually  made  by  clusters  of  people 
from  older  settlements.  The  pioneer  arrives,  and 
if  the  reports  to  the  old  home  are  encouraging  his 
relatives  and  friends  often  follow  as  rapidly  as  in- 
clination or  circumstances  will  permit.  It  is  for- 
tunate that  some  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  were  the  hardy 
sons  of  choice  New  England  localities,  for  thereby 
has  been  insured  a sterling  type  of  citizenship. 

The  Barrett  family  figures  prominently  in  this 
connection.  The  progenitors  of  the  Jackson  town- 
ship Barretts  were  Whitmore  and  Lovica  (Miller) 
Barrett,  a God-fearing  and  industrious  couple,  of 
English  ancestry,  who  dwelt  a century  ago  at  Brat- 
tleboro,  Vt.,  and  there  passed  away  after  long  and 
well-spent  lives,  leaving  seven  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, as  follows:  Levi,  the  eldest  son,  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers living  and  dying  in  Jackson  township  (he  left 
a family,  two  of  whom  live  in  Tackson)  ; David 
came  to  Jackson  and  lived  for  some  years,  return- 
ing' to  his  father's  old  home  in  Vermont,  where  he 


died;  William  came  to  Jackson,  where  he  lived  until 
his  death ; Cynthia  married  William  Estabrooks, 
and  lived  in  Jackson,  where  they  remained  through- 
out life ; Ransel  died  in  Brattleboro,  Yt. ; Chester 
was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  being  ■ a member 
of  a Pennsylvania  regiment  (he  was  a resident  of 
Michigan  for  some  years,  then  moved  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  died  leaving  children  who  still  are  in  the 
West)  ; Ezra  moved  West  to  Ohio,  where  he  died. 

Hosea  Barrett,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  March  8,  1799,  grew  up  in 
Vermont,  and  there  married  Polly  Lindsey,  who 
was  born  in  Windham  county,  Vt.,  March  30,  1800. 
He  farmed  in  his  native  State  until  the  winter  of 
1832-33,  when  he  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  arriving 
by  sleds  in  February,  1833,  and  settled  in  Jackson 
township.  He  commenced  life  in  the  woods, 
bought  a tract  of  over  one  hundred  acres,  and  erect- 
ed a small  home,  he  and  his  sons  clearing  up  a 
good  farm,  and  later  they  erected  more  substantial 
buildings.  Hosea  Barrett  and  his  wife  remained  on 
this  home  during  their  lives.  Mr.  Barrett  was  a 
Whig  in  politics,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
political  work  of  his  town,  holding  a number  of  town 
offices.  Himself  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Free 
Baptist  Church,  where  they  were  earnest  workers  in 
the  cause  of  religion.  Mr.  Barrett  died  in  July, 
i860,  and  his  worthy  wife  lived  to  be  ninety-three 
years  old,  loved  and  esteemed  during  her  long  and 
useful  life.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett  were  born 
nine  children,  three  of  whom  died  young.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest  of  the  family.  The  other  children 
who  lived  to  maturity  were  as  follows:  (2)  Luther 
Barrett,  born  in  Vermont,  in  1820,  married  Miss 
Hanah  Robinson,  of  New  York,  and  settled  at  his 
father's  old  home.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  17th  Penn.  Vol.  Cavalry,  and  served 
three  years.  He  now  leads  a retired  life,  residing  in 
Binghamton.  He  has  one  son,  Stanley  B.,  of  Bing- 
hamton. (3)  Alonzo  Barrett,  born  in  Vermont,  was 
also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  being  a member  of  a 
Pennsylvania  volunteer  regiment.  He  married 
Sabrina  Course,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  and 
after  her  death  wedded  Miss  Emily  Hazen,  of  Jack- 
son  ; to  this  union  two  children  were  born,  Glen 
and  Etta  Barrett.  (4)  George  W.  Barrett  was  born 
in  Vermont  in  February,  1832.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  Civil  war  for  two  years,  as  a member  of  a 
Pennsylvania  regiment,  and  participated  in  a num- 
ber of  engagements.  He  married  Miss  Annis 
Seager,  of  Jackson,  and  for  some  years  lived  near 
his  father’s  old  home,  then  sold  and  moved  to  Sus- 
quehanna, where  he  still  resides.  He  has  two  daugh- 
ters— Viola,  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Dightman,  of  Brad- 
ford, Penn.,  and  Delia,  wife  of  Charles  Langford,  of 
Homesville.  Penn.  (5)  Hollace  Barrett,  born  in 
Tackson  township  in  1837,  was  the  fourth  brother 
to  serve  in  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  a Pennsylvania 
regiment.  He  married  Miss  Juliett  Tyler,  of  Jack- 
son,  and  is  now  a merchant  at  Gibson.  He  has 
three  daughters  and  one  son — Edna,  wife  of  Alan 
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Smith,  of  Binghamton ; Gertie,  wife  of  Elbert  A. 
Sweet,  a merchant  of  Gibson ; Mabel,  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Rosenkrans,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Fred, 
with  his  father  in  the  store  at  Gibson.  (6)  Smith 
Barrett,  born  in  Jackson  in  April,  1839,  married 
Miss  Sarah  Brooks,  of  Jackson,  and  now  resides  at 
Bradford,  Penn.  His  seven  children  are  Virgil, 
Carrie,  Bertie,  Hosie,  Ulyssus,  Lula  and  Hessie. 

Alvin  W.  Barrett  was  born  in  Brattleboro,  Vt., 
August  18,  1817,  attended  the  schools  in.  his  native 
town,  and  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  with  his  father  to  the  wilderness  home  in 
Jackson  township.  He  assisted  his  father  in  clearing 
up  the  forest.  In  1836  he  married  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Hazen,  of  Jackson,  who  was  born  at  Londonderry, 
Vt.,  January  3,  1819,  daughter  of  David  and  Jane 
Hazen,  and  with  them  .came  to  Jackson  township. 

In  1841  Mr.  Barrett  purchased  his  present 
home.  He  erected  a log  house  and  barn  in  the  un- 
broken wilderness,  commenced  with  spirit  and 
perseverance  the  clearing  up  of  a farm,  and  later 
erected  good,  substantial  buildings,  now  owning  one 
of  the  well-improved  and  well-cultivated  farms  of 
his  town.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
a family  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely: 
(1)  A.  Clark  Barrett,  born  in  1837,  married  Miss 
Louisa  Barrett,  of  Maryland.  He  has  been  a com- 
mercial traveler  for  a number  of  years,  and  now 
follows  farming  in  New  Milford  township,  being 
one  of  the  prominent  men  of  that  town.  He  has 
one  son,  Dana  Barrett.  (2)  Julia  M.  Barrett,  born 
in  Jackson  in  1841,  married  Henry  Cobb,  a farmer 
of  Jackson, and  they  have  had  four  children — Mertie, 
wife  of  Calvin  Prescott ; Ernest,  a resident  of 
Jackson  ; Herbert,  who  died  when  a young  man ; and 
Gertrude,  wife  of  W.  G.  Gellatt,  of  Thompson.  (3) 
Elias  R.  Barrett,  born  in  September,  1843,  married 
Miss  Julia  French,  daughter  of  Nelson  French,  of 
Jackson.  He  owns  a tine  brick  block  in  Susque- 
hanna, where  he  is  engaged  in  the  butchering  trade. 
He  has  two  children — Agnes,  wife  of  Henry  Page, 
of  Jackson;  and  Herbert,  of  Susquehanna.  (4) 
Polly  E.  Barrett,  born  in  December,  1845.  is  the 
wife  of  L.  D.  Hall,  of  Jackson.  (5)  Edson  A. 
Barrett,  born  in  August,  1848,  married  Miss  Ella 
Case,  of  Wayne  county.  He  resides  in  Susque- 
hanna, and  is  employed  by  his  brother  Elias.  He 
has  four  children,  Lena  (a  teacher  in  the  Oakland 
graded  schools).  Jay,  Eva,  and  Roland.  (6)  Alice 
L.  Barrett,  born  in  1851,  married  A.  N.  French,  of 
Jackson,  and  they  reside  with  her  parents  at  the 
old  homestead,  where  Mr.  French  has  management 
of  the  farm.  They  have  three  daughters,  Bessie, 
Mabel  and  Letha.  Bessie  is  the  wife  of  George 
Estabrook,  of  Susquehanna.  Mabel  has  been  a 
student  at  New  Milford,  Lanesboro,  and  the  State 
Normal  School  of  Stroudsburg,  is  bright  and 
scholarly,  and  was  one  of  the  successful  teachers  in 
her  county  for  two  terms  ; in  June,  1899,  she  married 
Samuel  Joins  ,of  Susquehanna.  Letha,  born  in 
Jackson  in  1889,  is  a student  of  the  home  schools. 


(7)  Frank  O.  Barrett,  born  in  July,  1854,  married 
Miss  Dora  Kinney,  of  Preston,  Wayne  county,  and 
has  two  sons,  Sandford  and  Harold.  He  is  a 
painter,  of  Susquehanna. 

In  religious  connection  our  subject  and  wife  are 
prominent  and  active  members  of  the  Free  Baptist 
Church,  where  they  have  worshipped  Fifty-four 
years.  They  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  thir- 
teen years  ago.  Politically  Mr.  Barrett  has  always 
been  identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
cast  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison,  and 
has  voted  for  every  Republican  president  since. 
He  has  held  a number  of  local  offices,  including  those 
of  assessor,  supervisor  and  pathmaster  for  a num- 
ber of  terms.  During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Barrett  was 
a ruling  spirit  and  formed  the  quota  of  men  re- 
quired from  his  town.  He  is  still  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  prominent  men  of  Jackson,  and  for  more 
than  half  a century  has  been  active  in  the  business 
affairs  of  the  town.  A more  truly  representative 
type  of  citizenship  it  would  be  difficult  to  find. 

JONATHAN  C.  TERRY,  a worthy  and  hon- 
ored citizen  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, who  is  living  retired,  was  born  on  the  old  Terry 
homestead  in  that  township,  August  8,  1822,  ^nd  is 
a son  of  Ickabeth  and  Lucy  (Metcalf)  Terry,  the 
former  a native  of  Goshen,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the 
latter  of  Salisbury,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.  They  were 
married  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  there  located  upon  her  father’s  farm,  which 
became  the  homestead  of  the  family.  The  father, 
who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  May  5,  1849,. 
aged  sixty-six  years,  the  mother  February  24,  1882, 
aged  ninety-four,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in 
Snyder  cemetery.  In  religious  faith  they  were 
Baptists.  Their  children  were  Lucy  A.,  deceased 
wife  of  Alexander  Daugherty ; Isaac,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  Uriah,  who  died  in 
infancy ; Uriah,  who  married  Mercy  Deuel,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years ; Daniel,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Daniel,  deceased,  who  married  Sarah 
A.  Deuel ; Mehitable,  deceased  wife  of  Levi  Van 
Gorden ; Charles,  deceased,  who  married  Agnes- 
Angle;  Jonathan  C.,  our  subject;  Henrietta,  a res- 
ident of  Fairdale,  Susquehanna  county,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Horace  Southwell,  (second)  a.  Mr.  Rob- 
inson, and  (third) 'Dr.  Nathaniel  Cornell;  George 
F.,  who  has  not  been  heard  from  since  going  West 
in  1858 ; and  Abigail,  wife  of  Ira  Bennett,  of  Col- 
orado. Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Uriah 
Terry,  was  of  French  extraction,  and  was  in  the 
Wyoming  massacre.  He  and  his  wife,  Abigail, 
were  both  natives  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,,and 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day, 
here  spending  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Jonathan  C.  Terry  remained  with  his  parents 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  then  started  out 
in  life  for  himself,  first  working  at  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  for  one  year.  He  then  purchased  his  present 
farm  in  Rush  township,  which  was  all  wild  land,. 
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and,  in  connection  with  the  work  of  improvement 
and  cultivation,  he  followed  carpentering  for  thirty 
years,  but  since  1892  has  lived  retired  from  active 
labor,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil.  For 
some  time  he  and  his  son,  Stephen  J.,  successfully 
engaged  in  the  sawmill  business,  and  in  most  of  his 
undertakings  he  has  prospered,  so  that  he  now  has 
a comfortable  competence.  Politically  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  religiously  he  is  a faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  widely 
known  and  universally  respected,  and  has  a host  of 
friends  throughout  his  native  county. 

On  January  9,  1845,  'n  Bradford  county,  Penn., 
Mr.  Terry  married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Bishop,  who  was 
born  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  November  8,  1824.  Her 
parents,  Israel  and  Bethany  (Wright)  Bishop,  were 
natives  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  respectively, 
and  were  early  settlers  of  Bradford  county,  where 
the  father  followed  lumbering  until  his  death.  The 
children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  were 
Israel  B.  and  Stephen  J.,  both  farmers  of  Rush  town- 
ship ; Albert,  a lumberman  of  the  same  township ; 
Lovisa,  wife  of  Warren  Granger,  a wagon  maker 
and  stock  raiser  of  Dubois,  Idaho ; Mary,  wife  of 
William  L.  Gibbs,  a lumberman  of  Rush  township ; 
and  Frances,  wife  of  William  \ an  Gorder,  of 
Scranton,  Penn.  The  wife  and  mother  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  November  12,  1892. 

Stephen  J.  Terry,  son  of  Jonathan  C.  Terry, 
and  a prominent  farmer  and  lumberman  of  Rush 
township,  was  born  at  Standing  Stone,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  April  19,  1848,  and  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm.  On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  he  went  to  Fremont,  Neb., 
where  he  engaged  in  carriage  making  for  six  years. 
On  his  return  to  Susquehanna  county  he  embarked 
in  farming  in  Rush  township,  and  has  also  become 
interested  in  lumbering,  owning  and  operating  a 
portable  sawmill.  He  is  a man  of  good  business 
ability,  enterprising  and  progressive,  and  is  now 
the  possessor  of  valuable  property.  He  has  held 
several  minor  offices  in  his  township,  and  in  1896 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  which  position  he 
is  now  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  filling.  So- 
ciallv  he  is  a member  of  Le  Raysville  Lodge  No. 
47 1,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  politically  he  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party. 

Stephen  J.  Terry  was  married,  in  Bradford 
county,  May  17,  1873,  to  Miss  Anna  Lanpher,  and 
to  them  has'  been  born  one  daughter,  Mollie,  who  is 
at  home.  Mrs.  Terry  was  born-in  Bradford  county, 
December  2,  1856,  a daughter  of  John  and  Candis 
(Platt)  Lanpher,  also  natives  of  that  county.  The 
father  was  born  December  8,  1825,  and  throughout 
his  active  business  life  followed  the  blacksmith  s 
trade,  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Sayre,  Penn.  The 
mother  was  born  January  20,  1827,-  and  died  De- 
cember 30,  1893,  being  laid  to  rest  at  Wysox,  Brad- 
ford county.  She  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a most  estimable 


lady.  The  children  of  the  family  were  Polly,  de- 
ceased; Pluma,  who  married  Albert  Terry,  a broth- 
er of  our  subject,  and  died  May  28,  1880;  Stella, 
deceased;  Anna,  wife  of  our  subject;  Nancy,  de- 
ceased wife  of  James  Nicholson;  Daniel,  a resident 
of  Sayre ; Sarah,  deceased ; Mary,  deceased  wife 
of  William  Emory ; and  John  F.,  deceased.  Mrs. 
Terry’s  grandparents  were  Joshua  and  Margrette 
(Benjamin)  Lanpher,  and  Ephraim  and  Polly 
(Tuttle)  Platt,  all  farming  people  of  Bradford 
county. 

JOHN  S.  GARRETT,  deceased,  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  prominent,  enterprising  and 
reliable  business  men  of  Wayne  county.  He  made 
good  use  of  bis  opportunities,  prospered  from  year 
to  year,  conducted  all  business  matters  carefully  and 
successfully,  and  in  all  bis  acts  displayed  an  apti- 
tude for  successful  management.  A native  of 
Wayne  county,  Mr.  Garrett  was  born  in  Berlin  town- 
ship, in  1833,  a son  of  John  and  Patience  Garrett. 
His  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  John 
Garrett,  was  a native  of  England,  and  on  coming  to 
the  United  States  located  at  Smith  Hill,  Berlin 
Centre,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  reared  a large 
family.  The  children  of  John  and  Patience  Gar- 
.rett  were  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Mark  Compton,  of 
Berlin ; Eunice,  wife  of  William  Noble,  of  Damas- 
cus, Wayne  county;  John  S. ; Shepherd;  Phoebe; 
Henry,  and  Lyman. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  in  Berlin  township  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  made  his  home  until  reach- 
ing manhood,  and  when  a boy,  through  his  own 
energy  and  perseverance,  he  succeeded  in  working 
his  way  upward  as  a boatman  on  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  canal  until  he  became  owner  of  a boat.  He 
carried  coal  and  commerce  between  Honesdale  and 
Rondout,  and  before  retiring  from  that  business 
was  the  owner  of  several  boats  and  bad  built  up  an 
extensive  trade.  I11  1856  he  bought  100  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Berlin  township  and  commenced  to  clear 
and  improve  the  tract,  making  a home  for  his  young 
wife.  About  this  time  he  sold  his  interest  in  the 
boating  business,  and  gave  bis  farm  his  entire  at- 
tention during  the  summer  months,  while  during 
the  spring  of  the  year  he  was  engaged  in  lumbering 
on  the  Delaware  river  for  a number  of  years.  He 
placed  his  land  under  a high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  made  many  excellent  improvements  thereon  in 
the  way  of  buildings  until  he  had  one  of  the  most 
attractive  and  desirable  places  in  the  township. 

In  1856  Mr.  Garrett  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Braman,  of  Berlin  township.  Her  parents,  Rhoads 
and  Catharine  Braman,  were  originally  from  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  they  reared  their  family,  but 
spent  their  last  days  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrett 
are  as  follows:  (1)  Katie,  born  in  1859,  married 

William  Triveton,  of  Berlin,  by  whom  she  has 
sons,  Rexford,  Lerov  and  Arthur  (the  last  two, 
however,  died  in  infancy),  and  they  reside  in  Scran- 
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ton,  Penn.,  where  Mr.  Triveton  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a carpenter.  (2)  Effie  B.,  born  in  1864, 
is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Hall,  a painter  and  paper 
hanger,  of  Scranton,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children — Ernest,  who  died  in  childhood;  Nellie 
G.  and  Harold  G.  (3)  Henry  W.,  born  in  1866, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Berlin  township  and 
learned  the  glass  cutting  trade  with  Dorflinger  & 
Sons,  of  White  Mills.  In  1890  he  removed  to 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  is  now  the  leading  foreman  in  the 
Libby  Glass  Works.  He  was  married  in  1894  to 
Katie  Forner,  of  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  a well  educated 
and  refined  young  lady,  belonging  to  one  of  the  lead- 
ing wealthy  families  of  that  city.  They  make  their 
home  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  (4)  Lizzie  J.,  born  in 
1869,  received  a good  common-school  education,  and 
married  James  Wrenn,  of  Virginia,  by  whom  she 
had  two  daughters,  Gladys  A.,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Marian  E.  They  reside  with  her  mother  on 
the  old  homestead  and  he  manages  the  farm.  (5) 
John  N.,  born  in  1874,  is  a graduate  of  Wood’s 
Business  College,  of  Scranton,  and  is  now  general 
bookkeeper  for  the  Elk  Llill  Coal  & Iron  Co.,  of 
Carbondale,  Penn.  He  married  Ellen  Liddstone, 
of  Scranton,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Nebraska, 
and  is  a talented  and  very  highly  educated  young 
lady,  both  in  music  and  the  classics. 

Politically  Mr.  Garrett  was  always  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Berlin  town- 
ship, he  was  often  called  upon  to  accept  public  of- 
fice. In  religious  belief  he  was  a Baptist,  belong- 
ing to  the  Church  at  Berlin  Centre,  of  which  his 
wife  is  a leading  member.  Their  youngest  son, 
John  N.,  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at 
Scranton,  and  also  of  the  American  Protective  As- 
sociation. In  the  spring  of  1894  Mr.  Garrett  was 
stricken  with  pneumonia,  and  after  one  week  of 
suffering  departed  this  life,  leaving  many  friends 
as  well  as  his  immediate  family  to  mourn  his  loss. 
He  always  faithfully  performed  his  duties  of  citi- 
zenship, and  always  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  his  township  and  county. 
His  wife,  who  is  a most  estimable  lady,  is  now  suc- 
cessfully managing  the  estate. 

THOMAS  WASHINGTON  QUINTIN,  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  and  substantial  men  of 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  whose  interest  and 
enthusiasm  in  his  present  honorable  calling  seem 
not  111  the  least  dimmed  by  the  lapse  of  years,  though 
he  is  now  beyond  man’s  allotted  three  score  and  ten, 
is  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Quintin,  our  subject’s  great-grandfa- 
ther, and  wife,  Mary,  were  residents  of  Ireland. 
Their  son,  Andrew  Quintin,  and  his  wife,  Dorothy 
(Jones),  came  from  Ireland  to  America  in  1793, 
and  located  at  Newtown,  Bucks  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  saddlery  business.  He  left  Ire- 
land owing  to  his  sympathy  with  the  revolutionists 


there.  He  was  a man  of  rare  intellect  and  force  of 
character,  and  was  a man  of  affairs,  serving  as 
quartermaster  in  the  United  States  army;  was  dep- 
uty United  States  marshal;  served  as  a justice  of 
the  peace ; and  as  coroner.  His  wife  was  a near 
relative  of  Lord  Fitzgerald,  of  Ireland. 

Thomas  Quintin,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  October  25,  1794. 
He  married  Margaret  Scott,  who  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Bucks  county,  born  April  29,  1796.  Thomas 
Quintin  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  became  a 
prominent  and  influential  man  at  Kensington,  at 
which  place  he  was  postmaster  for  eight  years,  and 
was  for  a number  of  years  a commissioner  of  Ken- 
sington district.  He  was  identified  with  the  Penn- 
sylvania & Trenton  railroad  from  its  very  begin- 
ning, serving  as  its  superintendent  until  his  retire- 
ment from  active  life,  in  1845,  when  he  moved  to 
a farm  at  Bristol,  on  the  Delaware  river.  Later 
on  he  sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  Trenton,  N.  J., 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  December,  1853.  His  wife  died  October 
22,  1862,  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  to  which  place  she 
had  moved  to  live  with  a son,  hoping  that  a South- 
ern climate  would  be  beneficial  to  her  health.  Their 
children  were : Andrew,  who  married  Elizabeth 

Headley,  was  a railroad  conductor,  and  was  killed, 
being  struck  by  a passenger  train  at  Avon  by  the 
sea ; David  S.,  who  married  Caroline  Chandler,  was 
a turfman  and  handler  of  fast  horses ; Jane  married 
Edward  Moore,  a machinist,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased ; Anna  Mary  Marsh  married  Isaac  Booz, 
and  both  are  dead;  Amanda  married  Francis  O. 
De  Schamps,  a jeweler  of  Philadelphia  ; Thomas  W., 
our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  M.  Ma- 
tilda married  Richard  Loder,  now  a retired  colonel 
of  the  United  States  army;  James,  who  was  twice 
married,  both  wives  now  deceased,  was  a steam- 
boat captain,  and  died  in  Brazil,  South  America; 
Walter  W.  S.  and  Rachel  died  when  young;  Will- 
iam went  South  with  his  mother  a short  time  before 
the  Civil  war,  was  forced  into  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice, and  was  killed  near  Petersburg,  Virginia. 

Thomas  Washington  Quintin  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1825,  at  Penn’s  Manor,  Bucks  Co.,  Penn. 
Part  of  his  boyhood  was  passed  on  his  father’s 
farm,  and  for  some  years  he  lived  in  Philadelphia. 
In  his  early  life  he  was  variously  employed,  first 
a clerk  in  a grocery  and  provision  store,  and  then 
for  years  was  in  the  grocery  business.  In  1857  he 
located  on  the  farm  he  now  occupies.  He  turned 
his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  grapes  and  other 
fruits,  and  in  this  branch  of  horticulture  has  been 
very  successful.  The  product  of  his  vineyard  has 
gone  all  over  the  county,  and  his  exhibitions  at 
various  fairs  have  carried  off  prizes.  He  is  a sys- 
tematic and  methodical  farmer,  and  one  of  Wayne 
county’s  many  excellent  citizens.  He  is  quiet  and 
unassuming,  and  outside  of  performing  his  duty  at 
the  polls  has  taken  no  active  part  in  politics,  having 
declined  public  office.  He  votes  the  Democratic 
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ticket,  and  believes  in  the  principles  of  that  party. 
He  has  been  for  thirty  years  past  a member  of  the 
Hollisterville  Baptist  Church. 

On  December  25,  1852,  Mr.  Quintin  was  mar- 
ried to  Eliza  J.  Enix,  and  the  union  has  been  blessed 
by  children  as  follows:  William  H.,  born  Novem- 
ber 14,  1853,  married  Eva  Ball,  and  died  in  1883; 
they  had  one  son.  Andrew,  born  November  6,  1855, 
is  a printer  in  Philadelphia.  Thomas,  born  July 
1 5D 857,  married  Della  Dubler  (now  deceased), 
and  is  an  attorney  in  Scranton,  Penn.  Eugene,  born 
March  26,  1859,  married  Anna  Iv.  Pfister ; he  is  a 
carpenter,  and  resides  at  Lake  Ariel,  Penn.  Eliza 
J.,  born  January  13,  1861,  is  a trained  nurse  in 
Philadelphia,  being  a graduate  of  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital.  Ruth,  born  December  19,  1862,  married 
John  F.  King,  a miller  at  Clarks  Summit.  Mar- 
garet S.,  born  May  23,  1865,  resides  at  Sranton, 
Penn.,  being  a trained  nurse,  and  a graduate  of  the 
Lackawanna  Hospital.  David  S.,  born  March  23, 
1867,  is  a turfman,  and  resides  in  California. 
Prances,  born  March  7,  1869,  died  when  young. 
Joseph  E.,  born  December  8,  1872,  married  Mary 
C.  Smith,  and  resided  for  a time  at  Peckville,  Penn., 
where  he  was  employed  in  a powder  mill ; however, 
they  are  now  living  with  his  parents  on  the  home 
farm,  which  his  father  has  given  up  to  him  on  ac- 
count of  his  advancing  age.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  born  June  6,  1829,  in  Philadelphia, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Harvey)  Enix,  na- 
tives of  New  Jersey  and  Ireland,  respectively.  Jo- 
seph Enix  was  a manufacturer  of  woolen  and  cotton 
goods  at  Philadelphia.  He  died  in  1842,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  in  1841,  when  thirty-two  years 
of  age.  They  had  one  child,  Eliza  J.  The  mother, 
by  a previous  marriage,  to  a Mr.  Lewis,  had  two 
children. 

CLARENCE  E.  FOSTER,  M.  D.  In  enter- 
ing upon  a professional  career,  there  are  many  ob- 
stacles to  overcome  that  only  faithful  devotion  and 
earnest  purpose  can  surmount.  After  making  the 
choice  of  a profession,  the  question  of  location  be- 
comes an  important  one,  and  when  a young  man 
decides  to  cast  ms  lot  among  his  own  friends  and 
neighbors  the  up-hill  struggle  is  even  a more  difficult 
one.  “A  Prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his 
own  country,”  and  all  praise  is  due  him  who  stead- 
fastly battles  his  way  to  the  front,  and  by  fidelity 
of  purpose  wins  new  laurels,  and  adds  new  honors 
to  the  family  name.  Such  a one  is  Clarence  E. 
Foster,  who  was  born  June  20,  1857,  a Ton  of  Josiah 
and  Elizabeth  (Schofield)  Foster.  The  Foster  fam- 
ily dates  back  in  America  to  1635,  the  year  of  the 
arrival  of  Christopher  Foster,  who  was  born  in 
1603. 

Josiah  Foster,  born  January  8,  1815,  died  Sep- 
tember 12,  1879.  He  resided  in  Honesdale  from 
1827,  and  during  his  youth  attended  the  common 
schools,  while  assisting  in  the  work  at  the  tannery, 
farm  and  store.  On  the  withdrawal  of  his  father 


from  business  he  took  charge  of  the  tannery,  while 
his  brother  I.  N.  conducted  the  store,  and  Will- 
iam PI.  managed  the  farm.  After  a few  years  he 
sold  out  to  his  brothers  and  retired.  He  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
although  he  was  never  a politician  he  was  a stanch 
Republican  ; he  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  remained  one  until 
his  death.  On  September  7,  1853,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Elizabetn  Schofield,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 5,  1823,  and  is  still  living.  Their  children  were: 
Elizabeth,  born  June  17,  1854,  died  August  6,  1854; 
William  M.,  born  September  15,  1855,  is  a drug- 
gist, and  resides  in  Honesdale;  Clarence  E.  is  men- 
tioned below;  Alice,  born  October  21,  i860,  died 
December  27,  1861  ; Mary  D.,  born  February  8, 
1865,  married  W.  J.  Ward. 

Clarence  E.  Foster  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Honesdale,  graduating  in  1873,  with  the 
first  class  that  ever  received  diplomas  from  the  high 
school  there.  Three  years  later  he  began  the  study 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  C.  A.  Dusinberre,  of  Hones- 
dale,^ and  in  the  fall  of  1878  he  entered  Columbia 
Medical  College,  New  York  City,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1881.  He  remained  for  a time  in  the 
metropolis,  taking  practical  work  as  interne  in  the 
Chambers  Street  Plospital  and  the  New  York  Hos- 
pital, on  Fifteenth  street,  and  in  1882  he  located  at 
Honesdale,  where  he  has  since  been  successfully 
engaged  in  practice.  His  talent  and  skill,  together 
with  his  personal  worth,  have  made  his  a notable 
career,  and  in  addition  to  a large  general  practice 
he  is  now  the  surgeon  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
railroad,  and  examiner  for  most  of  the  leading  life 
insurance  companies.  He  is  thoroughly  progres- 
sive, and  is  identified  with  the  Lackawanna  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Society,  and  the  American  Medical  Association.  In 
1898  he  was  delegate  from  the  Lackawanna  County 
Medical  Society  to  the  State  Society,  at  Lancaster, 
and  in  every  way  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
progress  of  the  medical  profession. 

On  October  20,  1888,  Dr.  Foster  was  married 
to  Miss  Georgia  B.  Osborn,  who  was  born  in  i860, 
in  Wayne  county,  and  died  November  1,  1889,  leav- 
ing one  son,  George  Osborn,  born  October  26, 
1889.  She  was  a daughter  of  Col.  George  B.  and 
Matilda  (iYIumford)  Osborn,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a colonel  in  the  Civil  war,  and  has  also  served 
as  treasurer  of  Wayne  county,  where  he  still  resides. 
On  October  2,  1895,  the  Doctor  formed  a second 
union,  with  Miss  May  S.  Mason,  who  was  born 
April  16,  1873,  a daughter  of  James  B.  and  Clara 
(Shaw)  Mason,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  the  for- 
mer is  an  extensive  lumber  manufacturer.  Thev 
have  one  son,  Clarence  Mason,  born  June  4,  1899. 
Socially  the  Doctor  is  very  popular,  being  connected 
with  the  Exchange  Social  and  Literary  Club,  Hones- 
dale, of  which  he  served  as  director  during  1898 
and  1899,  and  has  been  elected  president  for  1900; 
and  with  the  I.  O.  R.  M.,  Oslek  Tribe  No.  318,  of 
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Honesdale,  in  which  he  is  trustee,  having  served 
as  such  for  several  years.  His  beautiful  home,  fac- 
ing the  park,  is  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts 
of  life,  and,  presided  over  by  his  gracious  wife,  is 
ever  the  scene  of  much  social  enjoyment. 

The  Doctor  is  thoroughly  progressive  and  pub- 
lic-spirited, being  always  in  sympathy  with  any 
movement  which  promises  benefit  to  the  commun- 
ity. In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  in 
1895  was  elected  coroner,  for  three  years,  by  the 
largest  majority  of  any  man  on  the  ticket;  he  was 
re-elected  in  1898.  He  is  an  ex-member  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  also  an  hon- 
orary member  of  the  local  fire  department.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Wherever  there  is  sorrow  or  sickness 
the  Doctor  is  found  a willing  helper,  his  broad 
charity  recognizing  his  duty  to  his  fellow  man,  and 
his  noble  nature  meeting,  never  shrinking,  the  re- 
sponsibility. 

WILLIAM  C.  CRUSER,  proprietor  and  editor 
of  the  Montrose  Democrat,  a sparkling  newspaper 
which  owes  its  success  largely  to  the  management 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  January  9,  1855,  son  of  Henry 
and  Julia  (Jones)  Cruser,  and  grandson  of  Bela 
Jones,  a pioneer  of  Bridgewater  township,  whose 
name  is  perpetuated  in  Jones  Lake,  of  that  township. 

Henry  Cruser  was  born  near  Monmouth,  N.  )., 
in  1811.  There  in  his  youth  he  entered  a carding 
mill  and  thoroughly  acquired  the  trade.  Learning 
that  a carding  mill  was  in  operation  in  Susquehanna 
county,  he  traveled  there  and  found  employment 
in  the  mill  of  Bela  Jones,  located  in  Bridgewater 
township  at  the  outlet  of  Jones  Lake,  one  mile  east 
of  Montrose.  Bela  Jones  was  an  enterprising  pio- 
neer, who,  in  1810,  settled  'on  the  lake  which  now 
bears  his  name.  He  migrated  from  Colchester, 
New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  milling  work.  Perceiving  that  a carding 
mill  could  be  operated  successfully  in  his  new  home 
ne  decided  to  embark  in  the  enterprise  of  its  con- 
struction. The  necessary  machinery  had  to  be 
brought  from  Connecticut.  It  was  no  easy  task, 
kut  Air.  Jones  secured  the  assistance  of  an  enter- 
prising man,  and  together  they  brought  the  machin- 
ery part  of  the  way  on  horseback  through  the 
woods  from  Connecticut,  a task  which  many  de- 
clared would  be  impossible.  With  Joseph  Backus 
as  assistant,  Mr.  Jones  completed  the  mill  at  the 
outlet  of  the  lake  in  1814.  Mr.  Jones  subsequently 
erected  a gristmill  and  a sawmill,  and  became  one 
of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Susquehanna 
county.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  pos- 
sessing a fluent  speech  and  great  common  sense 
he  was  often  called  upon  to  preside  at  public  meet- 
ings. He  was  a teacher  in  the  Academy  in  1818- 
19,  was  town  clerk  in  1816,  took  the  census  of  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1820,  and  was  State  representa- 
tive in  1843  and  1835.  He  married  Polly,  sister  of 
Nathan  Brewster,  and  to  them  were  born  three 


children — Julia,  wife  of  Henry  Cruser;  Louise, 
wife  of  John  Chapman;  and  Betsy,  wife  of  Albert 
Way  of  Binghamton.  To  Henry  and  Julia  (Jones) 
Cruser  were  born  the  following  children : Mary, 

now  Mrs.  Wall  of  Montrose;  Fannie,  wife  of  R. 
Dean,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Bela  Jone£,  of  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y. ; D.  H.,  of  Towanda,  Penn. ; and  Will- 
iam C.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

William  C.  Cruser  received  his  education  at  the 
Montrose  Academy,  and  then  learned  the  printing 
business.  On  January  1,  1873,  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years,  he  became  foreman  of  the  office  of  the 
Montrose  Democrat,  and  April  1 of  the  same  year 
purchased  a half-interest  in  the  paper  from  E.  B. 
Hawley,  its  publisher.  Six  years  later,  in  1879,  be 
sold  Ins  interest  to  Mr.  Hawley  and  took  a trip 
to  the  West,  and  while  there  purchased  at  Kear- 
ney, Neb.,  a tract  of  land  as  an  investment.  Re- 
turning to  Montrose,  he  was  not  engaged  in  busi- 
ness tdl  March,  1881,  when,  in  connection  with 
Daniel  Brewster,  he  purchased  the  Democrat  from 
Mr.  Hawley,  whose  health  was  failing.  Mr.  Brew- 
ster disposed  of  his  interest  in  1883  to  M.  A.  Lyon, 
who  in  the  same  year  sold  to  Hon.  George  A.  Post, 
who  subsequently  (1889)  sold  it  to  Mr.  Cruser, 
who  since  then  has  been  sole  proprietor  and  pub- 
lisher. When  Mr.  Cruser  first  became  connected 
with  the  Democrat  its  circulation  was  1,100.  He 
canvassed  the  county  for  subscriptions  and  so 
pushed  the  paper  and  its  circulation  that  it  was 
afterward  raised  to  over  2,500.  He  writes  both  the 
editorial  and  local  departments  of  the  paper,  and 
also  has  some  reputation  as  a writer  of  verses.  He 
has  from  time  to  time  increased  his  property  in- 
vestments in  the  West  by  the  purchase  of  farm 
lands  in  Nebraska  and  Dakota,  some  of  them  being 
annually  in  crop.  Mr.  Cruser  is  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  and  fraternally  is  connected  with  the 
1.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Heptasophs,  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

In  October,  1876,  he  married  Augusta  Pettis, 
daughter  of  S.  A.  and  Elizabeth  Pettis,  of  Mont- 
rose, and  to  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
seven  children:  Julia  E.,  a graduate  of  the  Mont- 

rose high  school  and  a student  at  Wyoming  Semi- 
nary (she  is  a gifted  elocutionist)  ; Ray  Dresser 
and  William  P.,  who  are  both  with  their  father  in 
the  Democrat  office;  Pauline;  Frances;  Helen  and 
Dorothy. 

In  1896  Mr.  Cruser  received  the  unanimous 
support  of  Susquehanna,  Wayne  and  Wyoming 
counties  for  the  Democratic  Congressional  nomina- 
tion in  this  (15th)  district,  but  the  political  situa- 
tion was  such  that  it  seemed  best  that  the  nomina- 
tion that  year  should  go  to  a Bradford  county  man, 
and  at  a conference  held  at  Tunkhannock  Mr.  Cru- 
ser offered  to  stand  aside.  He  takes  p'reat  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  the  Susquehanna  County 
Historical  Society,  the  organization  of  which  so- 
ciety was  first  suggested  by  him  through  his  news- 
paper. 

Mr.  Cruser  has  a taste  for  “matters  agricul- 
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tural,”  and  for  the  rearing  of  fine  stock.  For 
many  years  he  had  in  mind  the  project  of  going 
West,  to  establish  a cattle  and  horse  ranch  on  lands 
he  owns  there,  but  his  varied  interests  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  including  his  newspaper,  were  such 
as  to  prevent  his  putting  this  plan  into  execution. 
In  lieu  of  it  he  purchased  a fine  farm  close  to  Mont- 
rose, where  he  raises  registered  horses,  registered 
cattle,  registered  Shropshire  sheep,  registered  An- 
gora goats,  etc. — the  place  being  known  as  the 
“Suburban  Stock  Farm.”  He  is  a warm  supporter 
of  the  Susquehanna  County  Agricultural  Society, 
and  of  enterprises  looking  toward  the  bettering  of 
the  agriculturists  of  his  locality,  such  as  the  canning 
factory,  etc.,  and  anything  that  promises  good  re- 
sults for  the  farmers  as  a class.  He  also  assisted 
materially,  through  his  paper  and  otherwise,  toward 
securing  the  L.  & M.  railroad  for  Montrose. 

IRA  W.  RYDER  (deceased)  was  a prominent 
merchant  and  postmaster  at  Union  Dale,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  on  De- 
cember 30,  1896,  when  he  was  sixty-two  years  of 
age.  He  was  a native  of  Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  a son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Ledyard  ) 
Ryder,  the  former  a native  of  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  the 
latter  of  Connecticut.  When  young  they  removed 
with  their  respective  parents  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  where  Peter  Ryder  followed  farming 
throughout  his  active  business  life.  He  died  in 
1866,  aged  sixtv-seven  years,  his  wife  in  1879,  aged 
seventy-eight  years,  and  both  were  buried  in  Sher- 
wood cemetery,  Mt.  Pleasant.  Their  children  were 
Amanda  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years; 
Girden,  who  died  in  infancy;  Miranda  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Albert  Thorngs,  and  died  in  March,  1887;  and 
Ira  W.  and  Sarah  A.,  twins,  the  latter  of  whom  is 
now  the  widow  of  Elias  Westgate;  and  a resident  of 
Union  Dale. 

In  early  life  Ira  W.  Ryder,  subject  of  this 
sketch,  followed  farming  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Wayne  county,  but  in  April,  1882,  he  removed  to 
Union  Dale  and  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile 
business,  which  he  continued  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  by  President 
Cleveland,  and  had  served  about  seven  years  in  that 
office  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Blue  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  was  a Democrat 
in  politics. 

On  October  6,  1877,  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Wayne  county,  Mr.  Ryder  married  Miss  Jennie  V. 
Washburn,  a native  of  Ararat  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
Ann  (Walker)  Washburn,  also  natives  of  that  town- 
ship. Both  died  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  the  father  in  September,  1892,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years;  the  mother  in  July,  of  the  same 
year,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  and  they  were  laid 
to  rest  in  Ararat,  Penn.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  children : Laura,  deceased  wife  of  Morti- 
mer Davis : Caroline,  wife  of  Albert  \\  estgate,  a 


farmer  of  Burnwood,  Penn. ; Dora,  wife  of  Frank 
Holland,  a farmer  of  Jackson  township;  Nelson, 
who  died  in  Ararat ; Jennie  V.,  widow  of  our  sub- 
ject; and  Frank,  a resident  of  Burnwood.  The  fa- 
ther was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Laura 
Scobart,  by  whom  he  had  four  children : Chester, 
John,  Luman  and  Stephen,  all  now  deceased. 

With  Mrs.  Ryder  boards  Miss  Mina  R.  Nor- 
ton, an  accomplished  young  lady  who  is  preparing 
herself  for  the  teacher’s  profession.  She  attended 
the  public  schools  until  1896,  and  during  the  fol- 
lowing two  years  was  a student  in  the  Scranton 
High  School.  She  is  a daughter  of  Lyman  P.  and 
Ella  L.  (Cardner)  Norton,  who  were  married  in 
1871,  and  had  two  children,  the  elder  being  Lewis 
W.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co., 
at  Union  Dale,  and  also  boards  with  Mrs.  Ryder. 
The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was  a daughter 
of  Stephen  Cardner,  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-four  years,  and  was  buried  in  Uniondale 
cemetery.  The  father  has  been  connected  with  the 
Montrose  Democrat  for  the  past  eight  years.  He, 
also,  resides  at  Union  Dale. 

FRANCIS  FARNUM  HAYDEN.  Among 
the  successful  farmers  of  Herrick  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  de- 
serving of  special  mention,  his  homestead  on  Elk 
Mountain  being  one  of  the  noted  farms  ifl  the  State. 
The  place  comprises  100  acres  of  land  all  wrested 
from  the  wilderness  by  his  enterprise  and  energy, 
and  the  soil,  though  rough,  is  very  rich.  The  loca- 
tion is  beautiful,  and  the  view  is  charming,  as  this 
is  one  of  the  four  highest  farms  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Mr.  Hayden  has  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness, but  for  many  years  he  carried  on  agricultural 
work  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  at  one  time  he 
owned  two  other  farms  in  the  township.  He  was 
born  April  5,  1828,  at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  is  of 
good  New  England  stock,  his  grandfather,  Michael 
Hayden,  having  been  a lifelong  resident  of  Massa- 
chusetts ; he  was  employed  in  cotton  mills  as  super- 
intendent. 

Milton  Hayden,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
December  15,  1798,  at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  settled 
in  Benton  township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in 
1818,  after  a few  years  returning  to  Roxbury. 
Later  he  again  made  his  home  in  Lackawanna 
county,  and  in  1853  he  located  in  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  continued  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  his  death,  on  February  7, 
1862.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  and  a leading 
member  of  the  Clififord  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he 
held  office  as  clerk.  On  September  14,  1818,  in 
Benton,  Penn.,  Milton  Hayden  was  married  to  Miss 
Roxey  Farnum,  who  was  born  June  14,  1803,  and 
died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  June  14,  1877,  her 
remains  being  interred  at  Benton,  Penn.  Her  par- 
ents, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eliab  Farnum,  were  natives  of 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  but  settled  in  an  early  day 
on  a farm  near  Benton,  this  State.  To  the  union  of 
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Milton  and  Roxey  Hayden  came  the  following  chil- 
dren: Abigail,  born  February  n,  1820,  married 

John  Smith,  and  died  May  23,  1868;  Charles  J., 
born  November  21,  1821,  died  in  Philadelphia, 
Penn.,  May  6,  1892;  Clarissa,  born  October  3,  1824, 
died  November  11,  1825;  Mary  Ann,  born  August 
27,  1826,  died  in  Providence,  Penn.,  September  6, 
1872  (she  was  the  wife  of  John  Acker)  ; Francis 
Farnum  is  our  subject;  Harvey,  born  March  29, 
1830,  died  January  29,  1870,  in  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.;  Malinda,  born  June  11,  1835,  married  Reece 
Williams,  and  died  June  18,  1858,  in  Scranton, 
Penn.;  Mahala,  born  August  27,  1837,  married 
William  Dodd,  and  died  August  25,  1862,  in  Lenox- 
ville,  Penn. ; Stephen  A.,  born  May  28,  1838,  died 
in  Parsons,  Penn.,  September  29,  1874;  and  George 
M.,  born  November  28,  1839,  died  May  10,  1895, 
in  Topeka,  Ivans.  Five  of  the  sons  served  in  the 
Civil  war,  Charles  J.  and  Harvey  belonging  to  the 
same  company  as  Francis,  our  subject. 

On  attaining  his  majority  our  subject  left  home, 
and  for  twelve  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson  Railroad  Co.,  teaming  or  furnishing 
props  and  other  supplies.  He  then  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  renting  a farm 
for  one  year,  and  on  April  5, 1857,  he  settled  upon  his 
present  farm.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he 
has  served  nine  years  as  school  director  and  six 
years  as  supervisor,  while  he  is  active  in  religious 
work  as  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Elkdale, 
in  which  he  had  been  a deacon  for  fourteen  years. 
His  patriotic  spirit  was  shown  by  his  enlistment, 
March  30,  1864,  "for  three  years  or  during  the 
war.”  As  a private  in  Company  G,  187th  P.  V.  I., 
under  Capt.  Carling,  he  left  Scranton  for  the  front, 
and  among  the  engagements  in  which  he  took  part 
were  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Petersburg, 
Weldon  Railroad  (where  he  received  a sunstroke), 
and  Cold  Harbor.  For  some  time  he  was  in  hos- 
pitals at  City  Point,  Alexandria,  Arlington  Heights, 
and  Washington,  in  January,  1865,  returning  to 
his  company,  and  in  August  of  the  same  year  he 
was  discharged  at  Harrisburg. 

On  April  18,  1849,  Mr.  Hayden  was  married,  in 
Scott  township,  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna)  county, 
to  Miss  Mary  J.  Ogden,  and  they  have  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Sarah,  born  March  15,  1850,  mar- 
ried G.  Alvey  Corey,  a farmer  in  Herrick  township ; 
Charles  G.,  born  September  25,  1851,  died  October 
9,  1853;  Martha  M.,  born  March  8,  1854,  married 
Edward  J.  Thomas,  a street  railway  conductor  at 
Jermyn,  Penn. ; George  H.,  born  August  14,  1856, 
is  mentioned  farther  on;  Alice  A.,  born  January  28, 
1861,  married  John  Jones,  of  Horton,  N.  Y. ; Mag- 
gie M.,  born  September  15,  1863,  married  John 
Davis,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township,  Suscjuehanna 
county;  John  G.,  born  June  4,  1866,  died  November 
7,  1883  ; and  Marion  A.,  born  September  27,  1874, 
died  December  27,  1877. 

Mrs.  Hayden  was  born  February  1,  1830,  in 
Scott  township,  Lackawanna  county,  and  belongs  to 


a highly-respected  pioneer  family  of  that  section. 
William  Ogden,  her  paternal  grandfather,  removed 
with  his  wife  from  New  York  State  to  a farm  in 
Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  county,  where 
their  last  years  were  spent.  John  Ogden,  Mrs.  Hay- 
den’s father,  was  born  in  New  York  State  June  15, 
1803,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Scott  town- 
ship for  many  years  previous  to  his  death,  on  No- 
vember 7,  1855.  His  wife,  Sarah  Engler,  who  was 
a devout  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  was  born 
March  20,  1809,  daughter  of  Jacob  Engler,  of 
Pittston,  Penn,  She  died  September  8,  1898,  at  the 
old  home  in  Scott  township,  at  the  age  of  nearly 
ninety  years.  Of  the  children  born  to  this  worthy 
couple,  Joseph,  born  January  21,  1828,  died  June 
24,  1864;  Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Han- 
nah,born  January  10, 1832,  died  aged  fourteen  years  ; 
Elizabeth,  born  March  4,  1834,  married  Richard 
Short,  and  died  September  18,  1879;  Phoebe,  born 
June  13,  1836,  married  Davis  Reeder,  and  died  in 
Tennessee;  Sarah  E.,  born  April  10,  1838,  married 
Marcus  Sholl,  and  died  May  28,  1892;  John  W., 
born  December  21,  1841,  died  November  8,  1855, 
in  Scott  township,  Lackawanna  county ; William 
C.,  born  August  18,  1844,  is  a farmer  in  Scott  town- 
ship; Charles  A.,  born  June  24,  1850,  died  in  Scott 
township,  September  23,  1873  ; and  Alice  A.,  born 
September  11,  1853,  died  July  30,  i860. 

GEORGE  H.  HAYDEN,  of  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist,  and  although  he  has  never 
sought  public  office  he  takes  an  active  part  in  edu- 
cational and  other  movements,  and  holds  the  es- 
teem of  his  fellow  citizens  in  a marked  degree. 

Mr.  Hayden  was  born  August  14,  1856,  in 
Scott  township,  Lackawanna  county.  Until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twentv-four  he  assisted  his  fa- 
ther on  the  homestead,  and  for  three  years  taught 
school  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
He  was  also  engaged  in  farming  there  for  one  year 
on  his  own  account,  and  for  one  year  was  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Burnwood,  Susquehanna 
county,  returning  afterward  to  his  farm.  In  the 
following  year  he  went  to  Australia,  where  he  spent 
two  years,  being  interested  in  a process  for  enlarg- 
ing photos.  He  visjted  Melbourne,  Sydney,  Tas- 
mania and  other  points  of  interest,  and  on  his  return 
to  this  hemisphere-  spent  six  months  in  Toronto, 
Canada.  Travel  had  ceased  to  have  any  attraction 
for  him  by  this  time,  and  he  settled  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm,  a fine  homestead  of  156  acres.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  independent,  and  the  only  office  that  he 
has  been  willing  to  accept  is  that  of  school  director, 
which  he  held  for  three  vears.  He  and  his  family 
are  prominent  socially,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Gelatt.  He  served  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Jack- 
son,  and  four  years  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  at  Gelatt.  On  October  20,  1880,  he  was 
married  in  Gibson  township  to  Miss  Carrie  Howell, 
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and  they  have  had  five  children,  viz.:  Jessie  B., 

F.  Reid,  Id.  Ray,  Henry  G.  (deceased),  and  Paul  F. 

Mrs.  Carrie  Howell  Hayden  is  a member  of  one 
of  the  prominent  families  of  Gibson  township,  and 
was  born  July  21,  1859,  at  the  present  homestead. 
Her  paternal  great-grandfather  was  a sea  captain, 
and  perished  in  a shipwreck.  Her  grandparents, 
Israel  and  Freelove  (Madison)  Howell,  were  born 
and  reared  in  Rhode  Island,  and  soon  after  their 
marriage  removed  to  New  York  State,  later  settling 
in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  making  their  perma- 
nent home  upon  a farm  in  Gibson  township.  Israel 
Howell  died  June  19,  1872,  aged  seventy-seven 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Manzer  cemetery,  and  his 
wife  died  in  1840,  her  remains  being  at  rest  in  the 
Smiley  cemetery,  Gibson  township.  They  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows : Henry,  Mrs. 

Hayden's  father;  Curtis,  a retired  farmer,  residing 
in  South  Gibson ; Silas,  a farmer  in  Gibson  town- 
ship; Elizabeth,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
George  Potter ; V ivian,  who  died  in  Gibson  town- 
ship; Harriet,  who  married  Charles  Fuller,  a farmer 
in  Sullivan  county,  Penn. ; Rebecca,  deceased  wife 
of  Alfred  Hine ; David  and  Freelove,  who  died  in 
Gibson  township ; Betsy  Ann,  who  married  William 
Tarbox,  of  Deposit,  Wayne  county ; and  Charles 
V.,  who  was  born  February  8,  1839,  in  a log  cabin 
on  the  farm  in  Gibson  township  which  he  now  owns 
and  operates. 

Henry  Howell,  father  of  Mrs.  Hayden,  was 
born  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  the  present 
homestead  in  1855.  For  many  years  he  operated  a 
sawmill  and  gristmill  in  connection  with  his  farm, 
but  he  retired  from  active  business  some  time  be- 
fore his  death,  which  occurred  October  5,  1896,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  Manzer  cemetery.  As  a man  of  sound  judgment 
and  high  moral  character  his  opinion  was  valued  in 
the  community,  and  he  was  frequently  called  upon 
to  take  important  township  offices.  He  married 
Miss  Mahala  J.  Pickering,  to  whose  efficient  aid 
and  wise  advice  he  owed  much  of  his  success.  Mrs. 
Mahala  J.  (Pickering)  Howell  is  a native  of  Gib- 
son township,  born  August  17,  1822,  daughter  of 
John  Pickering.  The  latter  was  born  in  Connecti- 
J cut,  but  became  an  early  settler  in  Gibson  township, 
j where  he  followed  farming  for  many  years.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  January,  1857%  when  he  was 
sixty-six  years  old,  he  resided  at  Nicholson,  Penn., 
where  his  remains  were  interred.  His  wife,  Sally 
Denny,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six,  was  a native 
J of  Bloomingburg,  N.  Y.,  and  for  many  years  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They 
had  eleven  children,  viz. : Mary  E.,  deceased,  who 
i married  (first)  Henry  Felton  and  (second)  Acias 
I Cord ; Solomon  W.,  a farmer  in  Clifford  township, 
j Susquehanna  county ; Mahala  J.,  Airs.  Howell ; 
Sally  A.,  deceased,  who  married  (first)  Albert  Pratt 
and  (second)  Henry  Lord;  Ephraim,  a farmer  at 
Nicholson,  Penn. ; Emulas,  a farmer  in  Lathrop 
1 township,  Susquehanna  county ; Keziah,  deceased, 


who  married  (first)  Henry  Card  and  (second) 
Henry  Ball ; Emeline,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Richard  Brewer,  of  Wisconsin ; Gaylord,  a farmer 
in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county ; Olive, 
who  married  Philander  Brown,  of  Lathrop  town- 
ship ; and  Electa,  deceased,  who  married  Edwin 
Corey. 

JOHN  R.  RAYNSFORD,  the  well-known 
proprietor  of  the  “Tarbell  House,”  of  Montrose, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  a leading  business  man 
and  citizen  of  that  place,  was  born  in  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  September  13,  1847,  son  of  Edward  and 
Charlotte  M.  (Drake)  Raynsford,  of  Owego,  New 
York. 

Joshua  W.  Raynsford,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  conspicuous 
men  in  the  early  settlement  of  Bridgewater  and  Mont- 
rose. The  Ravnsford  family  was  one  of  prominence 
in  New  England,  whence  they  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. Joshua  W.  Ravnsford  was  born  in  1779,  in 
Windham  county,  Conn.,  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Anna  (Waldo)  Raynsford.  In  1801,  he  migrated 
from  his  New  England  home  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  stopping  at  a clearing  in  Bridgewater 
township,  known  as  that  of  Amalo  Balch,  located 
some  two  miles  south  of  Montrose.  He  erected  a 
log  cabin,  into  which  he  moved  his  family  in  the 
spring  of  1802,  but  a little  later  he  built  a more 
pretentious  dwelling  near  by-  Not  long  after  the 
settlement  of  the  son  in  Bridgewater  the  father 
joined  him,  erecting  a frame  house  which  was  still 
standing  some  years  ago,  and  in  it  was  organized, 
in  1810.  the  first  Congregational  Church  of  Bridge- 
water,  now  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Montrose. 
Mr.  Raynsford  was  appointed  a justice  of  the  peace 
about  1812  and  held  the  office  in  Bridgewater  until 
1817,  when  he  moved  into  Montrose.  In  the  \ illage 
he  first  built  the  house  in  recent  years  occupied  by 
F.  M.  Williams,  and  later  the  house  opposite  the 
Jerre  Lyons  home,  to  which  he  moved,  afterward 
adding  an  office.  Plis  mother  died  in  the  old  home, 
and  the  father  died  in  the  new  one  in  1832.  A man 
of  marked  characteristics,  the  influence  of  Joshua 
W.  Raynsford  could  not  fail  to  be  felt.  He  was 
active  in  the  social,  political,  educational  and  re- 
ligious interests  of  the  community.  His  father, 
mother  and  wife  were  all  constituent  members  of  the 
first  Congregational  Church  of  Bridgewater,  and  he 
an  early  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Montrose,  being  chosen  one  of  the  elders  on  the 
adoption,  in  1823,  by  the  Congregational  Church 
of  the  Presbyterian  form  of  government.  He 
severed  his  connection  with  this  Church  and  in 
1829  he  and  his  wife,  with  their  eldest  daughter, 
were  confirmed  by  Bishop  Onderdonk  as  constitu- 
ent members  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  In  the 
formation  of  which  he  was  the  chief  instrument, 
and  he  became  one  of  the  first  wardens  of  that 
Church.  .He  taught  the  first  school  kept  in  the 
present  limits  of  Bridgewater  township,  in  1803-04, 


1100 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  was  a leading  spirit  in  establishing  the  Susque- 
hanna County  Academy.  He  was  very  systematic 
and  methodical  in  all  of  his  affairs,  and  kept  a diary, 
from  which  in  his  after  life  he  used  to  read  for  the 
pleasure  of  others  many  of  the  incidents  of  his 
pioneer  life.  For  thirty  years  he  was  a justice  of 
the  peace ; during  that  period  he  had  36,  680  suits 
before  him ; took  acknowledgements  of  one  thous- 
and deeds;  and  united  104  couples  in  marriage. 
He  was  a man  of  great  integrity  and  distinguished 
for  remarkable  practical  gifts. 

Mr.  Raynsford  married  for  his  first  wife 
Hannah  Lathrop,  daughter  of  Walter  Lathrop ; she 
died  March  17,  1831,  aged  fifty-one  years,  and  he 
wedded  for  his  second  wife  Lydia  Treadwell,  from 
Connecticut,  who  died  October  7,  1854,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years.  Mr.  Raynsford  died  November  12, 
1852,  aged  seventy-three  years.  The  children  born 
to  the  first  marriage  were : Mary  A.,  who  married 
D.  D.  Warner,  of  Bridgewater  and  Montrose ; Ed- 
ward, father  of  our  subject;  Salome;  Frederick; 
Jones;  and  Hannah. 

Edward  Raynsford  was  born  in  Montrose,  Penn. 
He  married  Charlotte  M.  Drake,  of  Owego,  N.  Y., 
where  he  located  in  the  mercantile  business  and 
there  resided.  He  passed  awav  November  27, 
1881,  in  Sayre,  Penn.,  his  wife  September  26,  1898, 
in  Susquehanna,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years.  Their  children  were:  (1)  Alice  married 
Marvin  Day,  of  Owego,  a speculator,  and  died  in 
1899.  (2)  John  R.  is  referred  to  farther  on.  (3) 

Delphine  married  Col.  Loren  Burritt,  a prominent 
officer  of  the  Civil  war,  who  was  several  times  in- 
jured in  the  service.  (4)  Edward  holds  a re- 
sponsible position  in  the  Erie  railroad  shops.  ( 5 ) 
Charlotte  married  Frederick  Farrington,  of  Owego, 
now  a government  official  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

John  R.  Ravnsford  was  reared  in  Owego,  N. 
Y.,  where  nis  father  was  engaged  in  business  and 
there  remained  until  coming  to  Montrose,  Penn., 
in  1863,  as  clerk  for  his  father’s  cousin,  Azur  Lath- 
rop, by  whom  he  was  employed  until  1874.  When 
the  Montrose  & Tunkhannock  branch  of  the  Le- 
high Valiev  railroad  was  built  to  South  Montrose 
he  was  appointed  station  agent,  and  shortly  after- 
ward was  elected1  secretary  of  the  road.  He  was 
agent  for  a number  of  years,  engaged  also  in  the 
coal  business  until  1892,  and  sold  all  kinds  of  build- 
ing supplies.  In  connection  with  William  H.  Coop- 
er, a banker,  and  James  I.  Blakesly,  president  of  the 
Montrose  railroad,  he  erected  the  first  and  largest 
creamery  in  this  section,  which  they  successfully 
carried  on  for  several  years,  and  then  sold  to  the 
American  Dairy  Company,  which  was  establishing 
creameries  throughout  this  part  of  the  State.  Mr. 
Raynsford  was  also  agent  for  the  Adams  Express 
Company,  remaining  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad 
company  from  1874  until  1892.  Since  1889,  how- 
ever, with  perhaps  verv  little  exception,  he  has  been 
the  landlord  of  the  “Tarbell  House,”  long  a popular 
resort  for  families  who  spend  the  summer  months 


in  the  beautiful  picturesque  mountain  town  of  Mont- 
rose, as  well  as  for  the  commercial  traveler.  He  is 
a most  genial  and  accommodating  host — an  ideal 
landlord. 

In  1866,  at  Montrose,  Mr.  Raynsford  was  unit- 
ed in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Frances  Tarbell,  a 
daughter  of  John  S.  Tarbell,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere.  They  had  four  children,  namely : Irene 
is  now  the  widow  of  Hugh  McCollum,  a resident 
of  Montrose ; Arthur  T.,  general  agent  for  the 
Union  'Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Maine,  at 
Scranton,  Penn.,  married  Irma  Weeden,  and  has 
one  child,  John  R. ; Leonard  S.  is  with  the  Heckla 
Mining  Co.,  at  Calumet,  Mich. ; and  Robert  P.  at 
home.  For  many  years  Mr.  Raynsford  was  recog- 
nized leader  in  the  Democratic  party  at  Montrose, 
and  during  President  Cleveland's  first  administration 
served  efficiently  as  postmaster  of  Montrose.  At 
one  time  he  was  candidate  for  prothonotary,  and 
though  defeated  received  the  largest  vote  on  the 
ticket.  He  has  served  as  councilman,  school  direc- 
tor, chief  of  tli'e  fire  department,  and  secretary  of 
the  Susquehanna  County  Agricultural  Society,  and 
his  official  duties  have  been  performed  with  a 
promptness  and  fidelity  worthy  of  all  commendation. 
He  and  his.  family  are  prominent  members  of  St. 
Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has  been 
vestryman  for  the  past  twenty  years.  He  is  a thirty- 
second-degree  Mason,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs  in 
the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  being  past  commander 
of  Great  Bend  Commandery  No.  27,  F.  & A.  M. 

CHARLES  F.  MEEKER.  Among  the  more 
prominent  farmers  of  Bridgewater  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
whose  name  stands  high  in  the  military  records  of 
the  Civil  war,  as  well  as  in  the  annals  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Meeker  was  born  in  Washington,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  in  February,  1840,  a son  of  Daniel  C. 
and  Llarriet  D.  (Dinsmore)  Meeker,  he  a native  of 
that  State.  The  father  was  born  in  Litchfield  coun- 
ty July  8,  1807,  and  was  a son  of  Capt.  Elijah 
Meeker,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Connecticut, 
and  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Daniel 
C.  Meeker  was  married  in  his  native  State,  in  1832, 
to  Harriet  D.  Dinsmore,  who  was  born  in  Rutland, 
Vt.,  March  31,  1807,  and  in  1846  they  removed  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  locating  first  on  a farm 
near  Montrose,  and  later  settling  in  that  city.  The 
father,  who  was  formerly  an  anti-slavery  man, 
finally  became  a supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  died  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  June,  1878,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
at  the  home  of  our  subject,  in  Susquehanna,  in 
September,  1879.  In  their  family  were  four  chil- 
dren, two  son  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Sarah 
J.,  a resident  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  is  the  widow  of  Capt. 
George  L.  Stone,  who  enlisted  at  Montrose  in  1863, 
in  Company  A,  141st  P.  V.  I.,  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  died  at  New  Milford, 
Penn.,  in  1869;  Mary  J.  in  1863  married  L.  B. 
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Isbell,  who  served  as  lieutenant  in  the  navy  during 
the  Rebellion,  was  rendered  deaf  by  his  service,  and 
died  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  in  1893  ; Henry  C.  was  in  the 
one  hundred  days’  service,  and  is  now  living  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Charles  F.  completes  the 
family. 

Our  subject  was  a child  when  the  family  moved 
overland  to  their  new  home  in  Susquehanna  county, 
and  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  Bridgewater 
township.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  an 
iron-molder,  at  which  he  worked  in  the  Susque- 
hanna shops  for  several  years.  He  now  owns  and 
operates  a good  farm  of  forty-four  acres  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  pleasantly  located  one  mile  from 
Montrose,  and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
has  made  his  home  in  Montrose  for  thirty  years,  and 
is  numbered  among  its  honored  and  highly-respect- 
ed citizens. 

At  Montrose,  in  April,  1861,  Mr.  Meeker  joined 
Capt.  Warner’s  company,  and  on  May  7,  1861, 
enlisted,  at  New  York  City,  in  Company  H,  25th 
N.  Y.  V.  I.,  for  two  years.  The  regiment  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  on  State  Island, 
and  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  Our  subject  participated  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Hanover  Court  House,  the  seven-days’  re- 
treat, and  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chan- 
cellorsville.  Being  taken  ill  he  was  confined  in  the 
hospital  at  Fortress  Monroe  and  on  Craney  Island 
for  five  months,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
New  York  City,  August  10,  1863,  returning  to  his 
home  in  Montrose. 

Mr.  Meeker  was  married  in  that  city,  October 
13,  1864,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Carney,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas  Carney, 
who  was  a pioneer  of  Montrose  and  died  in  Bridge- 
water  township.  Five  children  were  born  of  this 
union:  Georgia  F.,  deceased;  a son  who  died  in 
infancy ; Grace,  wife  of  H.  A.  Tinglev,  of  Bath, 
N.  Y. ; Minnie,  deceased ; and  Charles  Henry,  who 
is  married,  and  resides  at  Tingley  Station,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Politically  Mr.  Meeker  is  a Re- 
publican, and  socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of 
Moody  Post,  No.  537,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Susquehanna. 

SAMUEL  ALLEN,  deceased.  This  honored 
citizen  of  Honesdale  was  for  many  years  so  promin- 
ently identified  with  the  best  interests  of  this  section, 
that  the  following  memoir  willl  be  of  lasting  in- 
terest. While  Mr.  Allen  was  enterprising  and 
successful  as  a business  man,  his  claim  to  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow-citizens  was  based  chiefly  upon  his 
personal  worth.  Public-spirited  to  an  eminent  de- 
gree, honest  in  all  his  transactions,  kind-hearted  and 
liberal  to  the  poor,  he  went  to  his  grave  with  any 
minor  faults  covered  with  charity  as  by  a mantle, 
and  leaving  a large  circle  of  friends  in  all  classes  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  Allen  was  born  November  2,  1818,  in 
Chelsea,  AT.,  and  in  early  manhood  he  engaged  in 
various  enterprises  there,  being  connected  for  some 


time  with  a stage  line.  On  coming  to  Honesdale 
he  continued  the  same  business  and  later  he  built 
the  “Allen  House,’’  a well-known  hostelry,  which 
gained  an  extensive  patronage  under  the  able  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Allen  and  his  sons.  He  took  an 
intelligent  interest  in  public  questions,  as  became  an 
American  citizen,  and  although  originally  a Demo- 
crat he  left  that  party  during  the  agitation  over  the 
settlement  of  Kansas.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  government,  and 
when  this  State  was  threatened  with  invasion  in  the 
fall  of  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  24th  Regi- 
ment of  State  Guards,  known  as  the  Relief  Rifles. 
He  was  elected  captain  and  proceeded  to  Harrisburg 
with  his  company,  with  which  he  served  during  the 
"emergency  period.”  In  November,  1863,  he  was 
appointed  provost  marshal  for  Wayne  county,  and 
he  held  that  difficult  and  responsible  position  until 
relieved  at  his  own  request.  He  was  a valued 
worker  in  the  local  Republican  organization,  and 
in  1852  he  became  a candidate  for  the  State  Senate. 
This  was  the  only  time  his  name  appeared  upon  the 
general  ticket,  but  he  was  chosen  to  local  offices,  and 
his  duties  in  these  positions  were  always  fulfilled 
with  fidelity  and  efficiency.  For  many  years  he 
took  an  active  part  in  the  management  of  the  Wayne 
County  Agricultural  Society,  and  he  was  popularly 
regarded  as  one  of  its  founders.  Socially  he  was 
much  liked  and  he  was  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Honesdale,  which  showed 
the  respect  and  affection  inspired  by  his  life  and 
personality  in  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1875.  The  members  of  the  lodge  also 
took  charge  of  the  funeral  services,  the  ceremonies 
being  conducted  according  to  the , impressive  and 
touching  ritual  of  the  order. 

In  1843  Mr.  Allen  was  married  to  Miss  Betsey 
Barrett,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  April  22,  1820. 
She  survives  him  and  resides  at  Honesdale,  Penn. 
Four  children  were  born  of  this  union:  M.  B.,  who 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; William  R.,  who 
married  Kate  P.  Sullivan,  and  died  some  years  ago 
leaving  two  children ; Charles  W.,  deceased ; and 
Lizzie,  who  died  in  infancy. 

M.  B.  Allen,  who  is  now  a leading  resident 
of  Honesdale,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  but  his 
educatioh  was  chiefly  acquired  in  the  schools  of 
Honesdale  and  of  Clinton,  N.  Y.  From  early  man- 
hood he  has  been  connected  with  the  management  of 
the  “Allen  House,”  being  in  partnership  with  his 
father  for  many  years,  and  since  the  death  of  the 
latter  he  has  taken  full  charge  of  the  establishment. 
He  is  an  excellent  business  man,  his  sound  judgment 
causing  him  to  be  frequently  called  upon  to  give 
advice  in  important  enterprises,  and  at  present  he 
is  a member  of  the  Electric  Light  Company  of 
Honesdale  and  the  National  Elevator  Company. 
His  sympathies  are  always  on  the  side  of  public 
improvement,  and  he  is  generally  consulted  on  all 
matters  of  local  interest,  while  he  is  also  an  active 
and  influential  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
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AARON  DETRICK.  The  peace  and  plenty 
which  should  accompany  agricultural  life  are  pleas- 
antly exemplified  in  the  attractive  homestead  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent  resident  of  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county.  Mr.  Detrick  is  thorough- 
ly progressive  in  his  management  of  his  estate,  be- 
lieving that  money  spent  in  judicious  improvements 
is  well  invested,  and  the  results  of  his  policy  are 
most  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Detrick  belongs  to  a well-known  pioneer 
family,  his  grandparents,  Elias  and  Effie  Ann  Det- 
rick, both  natives  of  Northampton  county,  settling- 
soon  after  their  marriage,  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  upon  a tract  of  wild  land. 
This  Elias  Detrick  cleared  and  improved  for  a home- 
stead, and  his  death  occurred  there  in  1859.  His 
estimable  wife  survived  him,  and  her  last  years  were 
spent  in  a new  home,  purchased  by  herself  in  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county.  They  had  the  following- 
children : John,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Erastus,  Jesse,  Will- 
iam, Elias,  Martin,  Catherine  (Mrs.  William 
Drake),  Sallie  A.  (Mrs.  John  Chambers),  Betsy 
(wife  of  Levi  Huffman,  of  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship). and  Marie  (who  married  Josiah  Betrone,  of 
Portland,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.). 

Joseph  Detrick,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Northampton  county  in  1809,  and  spent 
his  youth  chiefly  at  the  old  homestead  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county.  After  his 
marriage  he  bought  wild  land  in  the  same  town- 
ship, which  he  cleared.  He  built  a log  house  and 
made  other  improvements,  but  later  he  sold  the 
farm  and  purchased  another  tract  of  land,  and  this 
he  also  sold  after  bringing  it  under  cultivation,  Levi 
Huffman  being  the  present  owner.  He  finally  bought 
an  improved  farm  near  Bushkill,  where  his  remain- 
ing years  were  passed,  his  death  occurring  in  July, 
1867.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Halderman,  died  in  1875.  Of  their  large  family 
of  children,  all  born  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
the  following  lived  to  adult  age:  (1)  Sarah  A.,  born 
in  1836,  married  Rudolphus  Schoonover,  a farmer 
of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and  died  in  1894, 
leaving  two  children,  Emma  and  Harry.  (2)  Aaron 
is  our  subject.  (3)  Elijah,  born  in  1840,  resides  in 
Monroe  county.  He  married  (first)  Miss  Lizzie 
Boutzman,  of  the  same  county,  who  died  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  leaving  no  family,  and  after- 
ward married  Miss  Annie  Stroth,  daughter  of  a 
Methodist  minister ; they  have  two  children,  Laura 
and  Lydia.  (4)  Catherine,  born  in  1842,  married 
Alfred  Miller,  of  Middle  Smithfield,  and  has  five 
children — Harry,  Chester,  Amzie,  Lorenzo  and 
Florence.  (5)  Mary,  born  in  1844,  married  Albert 
Marsh,  now  deceased,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Alice,  now  Mrs.  William  Tran- 
sue,  of  East  Stroudsburg.  (6)  Elner,  born  in  1846, 
married  James  Overfield,  of  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, and  has  had  three  children — Frank  (who  died 
when  six  years  old),  Stella  and  Laura.  (7)  Amzie, 
born  in  1848,  married  Miss  Jane  Bush,  of  Stroud 
township,  and  now  resides  on  a farm  joining  that 


of  his  brother  Aaron.  (8)  Susan  and  (9)  Harriet 
are  deceased.  ( 10)  Albina,  born  in  1852,  married 
Henry  Van  Why,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Susie. 

Aaron  Detrick  was  born  February  24,  1838, 
in  Monroe  county,  and  received  a common-school 
education  in  Middle  Smithfield  township.  In  1862 
he  married  Miss  Susan  Row,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Row,  of  Stroud  township,  and  settled  upon  a rent- 
ed farm  in  Price  township,  Monroe  county,  but  after 
three  years  removed  to  Pike  county,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year.  He  then  resided  in  Middle  Smith- 
field  two  years,  and  spent  three  years  in  Smithfield 
township.  In  1873  he  purchased  his  father-in-law’s 
homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided,  making  nu- 
merous improvements  of  a general  nature..  Politi- 
cally he  is  a Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  for  twenty- 
six  years  -he  has  held  the  office  of  overseer  of  the 
poor,  being  still  in  that  position.  He  and  his  wife 
are  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church  at  Beakley- 
ville,  in  which  they  are  both  active  workers,  giv- 
ing liberally  to  all  its  varied  forms  of  religious  en- 
deavor, and  their  children  have  been  reared  in  that 
faith.  Of  their  seven  children,  four  are  living : ( 1 ) 
Amanda  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  (2)  Frank 
died  when  two  years  old.  (3)  Clara,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty,  was  a young  lady  whose  rare 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart  endeared  her  to  the  com- 
munity at  large  as  well  as  to  the  little  home  circle. 
She  had  already  become  an  earnest  helper  in  Chris- 
tian work,  and  was  a devout  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  (4)  Bertha,  born  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship in  1870,  married  George  Bentzman,  a black- 
smith of  East  Stroudsburg.  (5)  Sherman,  born  in 
Stroud  township  in  1876,  and  (6)  Porter,  born  in 
Stroud  township  in  1878,  are  at  home.  (7)  Flora, 
born  in  .1880,  the  pride  of  the  home,  is  attending 
school  in  Stroud  township,  and  shows  unusual  abil- 
ity as  a student. 

Mrs.  Detrick,  who  has  been  a worthy  helpmeet 
to  her  husband,  was  born  in  1837  in  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  where  her  parents, 
Daniel  and  Magdelina  Row,  were  highly-esteemed 
citizens.  She  was  one  of  a family  of  seven  children, 
born  as  follows:  Catherine,  1839;  Maggie,  1830; 
Susan,  1837;  Jacob,  1835;  William,  1844;  Henry, 
1848:  and  Maria,  1846. 

J.  FRANK  IRWIN.  One  would  have  to  search 
far  and  wide  to  find  a more  thoroughly  appointed 
dairy  farm  than  that  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
an  enterprising  agriculturist  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  It  is  attractively  located 
in  a picturesque  region,  but  the  land  is  not  especially 
hilly,  and  the  entire  tract  of  200  acres  is  admirably 
adapted  to  its  present  use. 

Mr.  Irwin  is  a native  of  the  Keystone  State, 
born  in  Luzerne  county,  April  29,  1844.  Thomas 
Irwin,  his  grandfather,  was  born  and  reared  at  the 
village  of  Irwin,  N.  Y.,  but  came  to  Luzerne  county 
at  an  early  day,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Clarissa  Tuttle, 
died  there.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  located  at 
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Kingston,  where  he  purchased  300  acres  of  land 
for  a horse,  gun  and  $100  in  cash.  The  land  was 
underlaid  with  coal,  but  as  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  locality,  and  had  no  idea  of  the  future  value  of 
the  site,  he  sold  out  and  bought  another  farm,  about 
nine  miles  away.  Later  he  disposed  of  that  place 
and  purchased  a home  in  Dallas,  Penn.,  but  his 
death  occurred  in  Wilkes  Barre.  He  was  a man  of 
influence  in  his  day,  serving  at  one  time  as  treasurer 
of  Luzerne  county,  and  for  many  years  he  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 

Andrew  Irwin,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Luzerne  county,  and  was  married  there  to  Mary 
Frantz,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Weis)  Frantz, 
who  removed  to  that  section  froin  Northhampton 
county.  For  some  years  after  his  marriage  Andrew 
Irwin  remained  in  Luzerne  county,  afterward  set- 
tling in  Crawford  county,  Penn.,  where  he  died  Oc- 
tober '28,  1897,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  By  oc- 
cupation  he  was  a farmer ; his  sterling  qualities  of 
character  won  him  the  esteem  of  his  associates 
wherever  he  was  known.  His  estimable  wife  sur- 
vives him,  residing  in  Crawford  county.  They  had 
the  following  children : Clarissa,  who  married  Anth- 
ony Carr,  a farmer  in  Crawford  county ; Thomas, 
1 deceased ; George,  owner  of  a vineyard  at  Lawton, 
Mich.;  J.  Frank,  our  subject;  Miss  Phoebe,  who 
still  resides  at  the  old  homestead  in  Crawford  coun- 
tv ; Payne,  a manufacturer  of  sash  and  doors  at 
I Pennside,  Penn. ; Amy,  wife  of  E.  C.  McKay,  a 
prosperous  merchant  of  Conneautville,  Penn.,  and 
at  present  postmaster  there ; and  Sarah,  a widow  re- 
siding at  Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  he  went  to 
Wilkes  Barre  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  This 
he  followed  for  eight  years  with  marked  success, 
when  he  purchased  his  present  farm  and  devoted  his 
■ attention  to  dairying.  As  a citizen  he  takes  an  in- 
terest in  all  that  concerns  the  general  welfare,  and 
politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  and  his  family  attend  the  Baptist  Church,  and, 
while  he  is  not  a member,  he  contributes  liberally  to 
the  cause.  On  November  8,  1874,  he  was  married 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
Philinda  Lathrop,  who  died  October  19,  1895,  aged 
fortv-four  years.  One  daughter,  Miss  Edith, 
brightens  our  subject’s  home. 

" Mrs.  Philinda  (Lathrop)  Irwin  was  born  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county,  daugh- 
ter of  Oliver  Lathrop,  and  granddaughter  of  Spencer 
ii  and  Clarissa  (Tucker)  Lathrop,  of  Connecticut  wfjp 
settled  in  Susquehanna  county  in  pioneer  times. 
Oliver  Lathrop  was  born  in  Susquehanna  county, 
'j  January  5,  1815,  and  early  in  life  began  reading 
; medicine,  but  as  his  family  needed  his  help  he  gave 
up  his  cherished  plans.  For  some  years  he  taught 
school  successfully,  and  later  engaged  in  farming. 
In  i860  he  located  at  our  subject’s  present  home- 
stead, where  he  died  in  December,  1875.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat,  and  at  times  he  held  township 


offices,  his  ability  and  education  giving  him  promin- 
ence in  the  community.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  from  childhood,  and  his  wife, 
Amelia  Ladd,  also  united  with  that  Church  in  her 
youth.  Mrs.  Amelia  (Ladd)  Lathrop  was  born 
October  10,  1819,  at  Albany,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn., 
daughter  of  Charles  Iv.  and  Philinda  (Allen)  Ladd, 
of  Connecticut,  early  settlers  of  Bradford  county. 
She  died  in  December,  1892,  her  remains  being  in- 
terred beside  those  of  her  husband  in  a cemetery  in 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  They  had 
six  children:  Spencer,  who  died  in  1892  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. ; Howard  and  Hanlon,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Wilbur  F. ; Philinda,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Caro- 
line, who  married  James  L.  Wilcox,  of  Buffalo,  New 
York. 

ULYSSES  GRANT  STEVENS,  an  intelligent 
and  progressive  young  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Au- 
burn township,  Susquehanna  county,  has  passed  his 
entire  life  here,  having  been  born  in  Auburn,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1866,  son  of  Alexander  and  Janet  (Bell) 
Stevens. 

Alexander  Stevens  was  born  May  22,  1822, 
in  Inverkeithing,  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  son  of  John 
and  Margaret  Stevens,  who  passed  all  their  lives  in 
the  land  of  the  heather.  They  had  a family  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Nancy,  Alexander,  David,  Mary, 
Henry,  Richard  and  Margaret.  All  remained  in 
Scotland,  but  Alexander  and  Henry,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1842,  making  their  home  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Alexander  Stevens  lived 
for  several  years  at  Carbondale,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried August  6,  1846,  to  Miss  Janet  Bell,  and  he  sub- 
sequently resided  at  Archbald,  Dunmore  and  Pitts- 
ton  before  settling,  in  1861,  in  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  made  a permanent 
home.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  at  Carbondale  and  after- 
ward at  Retta,  Auburn  township,  in  connection  with 
farming.  While  at  Pittston  he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  He  became  quite  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  his  adopted  town,  taking  an  influential 
part  in  the  advancement  and  general  welfare  of  the 
community,  was  instrumental  in  having  the  post- 
office  established  at  Retta,  where  he  served  as  post- 
master for  thirteen  years,  and  in  many  other  ways 
showed  his  interest  in  matters  of  public  importance. 
While  a resident  of  Carbondale  he  was  an  active 
member  of  Cameron  Lodge  No.  58,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
the  F.  & A.  M.,  and  after  his  removal  to  Retta  he 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Auburn  Center  Grange. 
Mr.  Stevens  lived  at  Retta  for  thirty-two  years  prior 
to  his  death,  which  occurred  December  16,  1893 ; 
he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery,  sincerely 
mourned  by  a wide  circle  of  neighbors  and  friends 
who  knew  and  honored  him  for  his  genuine  worth. 
He  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
and  was  everywhere  regarded  as  a charitable,  Chris- 
tian man,  who  tried  to  do  his  duty  in  his  daily  walk 
through  life.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  ten 
children,  of  whom  John  is  a farmer  in  Auburn  town- 
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ship ; Robert  lives  with  his  mother  on  the  old  home 
place;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Emmett  Tewksbury, 
a feed  merchant  of  Meshoppen,  Penn. ; Alexander, 
Jr.,  is  a farmer  in  Auburn;  Jennie,  unmarried,  lives 
with  her  mother  ; William  resides  in  Peckville,  Penn., 
where  he  holds  the  position  of  weighmaster ; Thom- 
as is  deceased;  Janet  married  Harvey  Bunnell,  a 
farmer  of  Meshoppen  township;  Ulysses  G.,  the 
subject  proper  of  these  lines,  and  Euphrasia  D.,  liv- 
ing with  her  mother,  are  twins. 

Mrs.  Janet  (Bell)  Stevens,  who  still  makes  her 
home  on  the  old  farm  at  Retta,  Auburn  township, 
was  born  October  n,  1824,  at  Dumfries,  Scotland, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Jane  (Gillespie)  Bell,  who 
came  to  America  in  1836,  first  making  their  home  at 
Carbondale,  Penn.  While  residing  there  Mr.  Bell 
was  boss  of  a crew  of  men  on  the  railroad,  but  sub- 
sequently, on  his  removal  to  Peckville,  he  engaged 
in  farming.  He  died  in  Peckville,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years,  his  wife  in  1884,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three,  and  they  were  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  that  place.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Scotland  but  the  youngest,  viz. : 
Janet,  Mrs.  Stevens;  Thomas,  of  Peckville;  Mar- 
garet, Mrs.  John  Sheridan,  of  Olyphant,  Penn,  (she 
was  first  married  to  John  Thomas)  ; William,  liv- 
ing retired  in  Peckville ; Agnes,  widow  of  Andrew 
Cunningham,  living  on  the  old  homestead;  Robert, 
who  died  at  Carbondale,  while  young;  and  Joseph, 
a resident  of  Peckville,  who  is  foreman  at  the  D.  & 
H.  works. 

Ulysses  G.  Stevens  received  a good  education 
in  the  public  schools  during  his  boyhood.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  which  he  has  taken  up  in  turn 
on  his  own  account,  and  under  his  thrifty  father  ac- 
quired habits  of  carefulness  and  good  management 
which  have  evidenced  themselves  in  his  career  as  a 
general  agriculturist,  for  though  yet  a young  man 
he  ranks  among  the  best  farmers  of  the  township. 
He  remained  on  the  paternal  farm  until  his  mar- 
riage, when  he  purchased  a place  of  his  own  in  Au- 
burn, and  aftqr  living  on  same  for  a year  he  traded 
with  his  brother  Alexander  for  another  tract  in  the 
township,  which  he  sold  after  three  years.  He  has 
since  resided  on  hi's  present  farm.  He  is  thoroughly 
modern  in  all  his  methods,  and  well  deserves  the 
respect  which  is  universally  accorded  him  among 
his  friends  and  acquaintances  in  this  section.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he 
has  served  as  steward  for  the  past  two  years,  and, 
fraternally,  unites  with  the  Auburn  Center  Lodge 
No.  905,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  political  opinion  he  is  a 
Republican. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  united  in  marriage,  at  his 
present  home,  on  August  22,  1888,  to  Miss  V irgie 
Swisher,  and  they  have  had  five  children : Cleon, 
Euphrasia,  Bertha  (deceased),  Glenn  and  Guy. 
Mrs.  Stevens  was  born  April  26,  1867,  at  Auburn 
Center,  only  child  of  Lewis  C.  and  Matilda  (White) 
Swisher,  and  granddaughter  of  Gideon  L.  and  Anna 
( Smith)  Swisher,  who  came  from  their  home  in 
New  Jersey  in  about  1850,  settling  in  Auburn  town- 


ship. Her  maternal  grandparents,  Thomas  R.  and 
Margaret  (Low)  White,  also  came  hither  from 
New  Jersey,  in  1852;  they  were  farming  people. 
Her  parents  were  married  in  Auburn  township, 
where  her  father  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  he 
also  carried  on  a mercantile  business  at  Auburn  Cen- 
ter and  acted  as  agent  for  a nursery  company.  Mrs, 
Matilda  Swisher  passed  away  August  16,  1878,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-six  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  She  was  a member  of  the  M. 
P.  Church.  Mr.  Swisher  afterward  wedded  Ce- 
celia Davis,  by  whom  he  also  had  one  child,  Maud,, 
who  lives  in  Towanda,  Penn.  His  death  occurred 
December  9,  1881,  when  he  was  thirty-eight  years 
of  age. 


JAMES  WELLS  LOWRY,  a leading  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Elkdale,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  in  the  agricult- 
ural implement  business,  and  is  also  serving  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  He  has  always  made  good  use  of 
his  opportunities,  has  prospered  from  year  to  year, 
has  conducted  all  business  matters  carefully  and  suc- 
cessfully, and  in  all  his  actions  displays  an  aptitude 
for  successful  management. 

Mr.  Lowry  was  born  on  the  old  Lowry  home- 
stead, three-quarters  of  a mile  from  his  present 
home,  July  18,  1830,  a son  of  Holloway  and  Sophia 
(Wells)  Lowry,  the  former  a native  of  Sparta,  N. 
J.,  the  latter  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  In 
connection  with  farming  the  father  conducted  a 
cooper  shop  upon  his  farm,  being  a cooper  by  trade. 
He  held  township  offices  at  different  times.  He  was 
born  in  1801,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead,  in 
1874,  while  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1807,  died  No- 
vember 28,  1868,  their  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in 
the  family  burying-ground  upon  the  farm.  They 
were  earnest  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
most  estimable  people.  In  their  family  were  chil- 
dren as  follows : Charles  H.,  for  some  time  be- 

fore his  death,  on  December  8,  1899,  a retired  farmer 
of  Lackawanna  county,  wedded  Mary  Hubbard ; 
Martha  A.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  George  M.  Dimock, 
a Seventh-Day  Adventist  minister  of  Minnesota ; 
James  W.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  John,  a 
farmer  of  Lackawanna  county,  (first)  married  Mary 
Hunter,  and  (second)  Jane  Smith;  Amy  is  the 
widow  of  J.  F.  Kinback,  who  prior  to  his  death  was 
alderman  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  for  many  years; 
Sarah  married  Elias  Lowry,  and  both  died  in  Clif- 
ford; Wright,  a farmer  of  Lackawanna  county, 
married  Rebecca  Jenkins;  Clark,  United  States  mar- 
shal at  Scranton,  Penn.,  married  Matilda  Hubbard, 
now  deceased;  Benjamin,  a traveling  salesman  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  (first)  married  Elizabeth  Pattdn, 

and  (second)  Kate  ; Hezekiah  W.,  a farmer 

and  stock  dealer  of  Lackawanna  county,  married 
Rosaltha  Decker;  and  Samantha  (first)  married 
Thomas  Kelly,  and  (second)  Joseph  Heap,  of 
Carbondale. 

James  W.  Lowry  was  reared  upon  the  home 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1105 


farm,  and  his  early  education  was  obtained 
in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  entered  Dundaff  Academy,  where  he  was 
a student  for  four  years,  and  then  attended  Madison 
Academy  for  a time.  In  1847  he  commenced  teach- 
ing school  in  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna 
county,  where  he  taught  two  winter  terms,  and  then 
went  to  Texas  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  passed  the  following  five  years,  engaged  as  prin- 
cipal of  a large  and  flourishing  school. 

On  April  30,  1854,  in  Greenfield  township, 
Lackawanna  county,  Mr.  Lowry  married  Miss  Alma 
Taylor,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
named  children:  (1)  Wells  J.,  born  September  16, 
1855,  is  a physician  at  Carbondale.  He  (first) 
married  Celia  Fuller,  and  (second)  Flora  M.  Ham- 
iflond,  of  Harford,  Penn.,  and  has  five  children,  of 
whom  four  are  named,  Mabel,  Anna,  Mary  and  Alice. 
(2) Milton  W.,  born  March  10,  1858,  graduated  from 
the  Pennsylvania  State  College,  and  is  an  attorney 
at  Scranton.  He  married  Anna  Lowry,  an  adopted 
daughter  of  Clark  Lowry,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Robert.  (3)  Samuel,  born  March  17,  1862,  is  a 
farmer,  and  the  present  supervisor  of  Clifford  town- 
ship. He  married  Della  Curtis,  of  Lniondale,  Penn., 
and  they  have  one  child,  James.  (4)  Eva,  born  De- 
cember 1,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  John  E.  Wiliams, 
principal  of  the  high  school  of  Mount  Carmel,  Penn., 
and  they  have  one  child,  Alma.  (5)  George,  born 
m August,  1867,  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a 
half  years.  (6)  Susie  A.,  born  February  1,  1870, 
is  at  home.  She  graduated  from  Keystone  Aca- 
demy. 

Airs.  Lowry  was  born  in  Greenfield  township, 
Lackawanna  county,  November  17,  1830,  a daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Worth)  Taylor,  natives 
of  Connecticut  and  New  Hampsnire,  respectively. 
They  were  married  in  Greenfield  township,  Lack- 
wanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  greater  part  of  their 
lives  where  spent,  though  they  lived  for  a number 
of  years  in  Providence,  Penn.  The  father,  who  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  November  28, 
1797,  and  died  February  26,  1888,  and  the  mother 
was  born  February  21,  1804,  and  died  Julv  25,  1864. 
Both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Benton, 
Penn.  They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
of  Clifford,  and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.  Their  children  were  Emily,  deceased 
wife  of  Ephraim  Pickering ; Alma,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Simeon  Reeves; 
George,  who  married  Florence  Stevens,  and  lives 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Lackawanna  county,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  farming  and  blacksmithing,  and 
serves  as  postmaster ; and  Martha,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Airs.  Lowry’s  paternal  grandparents,  John 
and  Sarah  (Benedict)  Taylor,  were  born  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Connecticut,  and  were  married  in 
that  State.  At  an  early  day  the  grandfather  came  to 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  where  he  took  up  a tract 
of  land,  and  after  making  a small  clearing  he  re- 
turned to  Connecticut  for  his  wife.  He  followed 
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farming,  and  became  the  owner  of  400  acres  of  land, 
on  which  Providence,  Penn.,  is  now  located. 

After  his  marriage,  in  1854,  Mr.  Lowry  located 
permanently  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  erected  a sawmill,  engaging  in  its 
operation  for  eight  years.  On  selling  that  property 
he  purchased  his  present  farm,  and  has  since  en- 
gaged largely  in  the  raising  of  stock  and  in  the 
sale  of  agricultural  implements,  in  connection  with 
farming.  He  has  always  maintained  his  interest 
in  educational  affairs,  has  most  efficiently  served 
twenty-five  years  as  a member  of  the  school  board, 
and  has  also  been  a member  of  the  advisory  board 
of  the  Normal  School  at  Alontrose.  A few  years 
after  the  Civil  war  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  an  office  he  has  since  continued  to  hold,  his 
service  in  same  now  covering  a period  of  nearly 
thirty  years.  He  has  held  many  other  township 
offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and  has  ever  discharged 
both  public  and  private  duties  in  a commendable  and 
satisfactory  manner.  He  is  a Republican  in  political 
sentiment,  and  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Elkdale,  of  which  he  is  now  a trustee 
and  deacon,  and  in  which  he  has  served  as  clerk  for 
twenty  years,  and  deacon  for  ten  years.  In  1863, 
during  Lee’s  invasion  of  Pennsylvania,  he  served 
as  an  emergency  man,  and  he  helped  to  raise  one 
hundred  men  who  reported  for  duty. 

HENRY  J.  STEPHENS.  There  is  probably 
no  man  in  Bridgewater,  Susquehanna  county,  better 
known  or  more  highly  respected  than  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  He  was 
identified  with  its  educational  interests  as  a suc- 
cessful teacher  for  some  years,  and  is  to-day  one 
of  its  leading  agriculturists.  He  was  born  in  Stand- 
ing Stone  township,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1839,  and  was  a boy  of  ten  years  when 
brought  to  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  was 
reared.  He  received  an  excellent  education  for 
his  day  and,  being  thus  well  qualified  to  engage  in 
teaching,  he  entered  upon  that  profession  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years. 

His  father,  Harvey  S.  Stephens,  was  born  in 
Cooperstown,  N.  Y.,  in  1803,  a son  of  Josiah  and 
Mary  Stephens,  the  former  a native  of  Coopers- 
town, N.  Y.  On  reaching  manhood  Harvey  Steph- 
ens married  Miss  Phoebe  Holley,  a native  of  Bridge- 
water  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Hart  Holley,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  the 
county.  Seven  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
namely:  Francis  H.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Elean- 
or A.  Corwin,  now  deceased ; Mrs.  Alarietta  Foot, 
a resident  of  New  Milford,  Penn. ; F.  H.,  a promi- 
nent citizen  and  ex-mayor  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
also  deceased;  Henry  J.,  our  subject;  Harriet  Ales- 
singer,  deceased ; and  Wilmot,  of  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty,  the  mother 
at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  By  occupuation  he 
was  a carpenter  and  farmer,  in  politics  was  a stal- 
wart Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a Uni- 
versalist. 
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In  1866  our  subject  located  upon  a portion  of 
his  present  farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  and  has 
since  given  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  owns  130  acres  of  good  land, 
and  111  connection  with  general  farming  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  dairying.  As  a business  man  he 
is  upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings  and 
wins  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
conies  in  contact.  On  September  1,  1864,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Victoria  A.  Beebe,  a 
daughter  of  W.  L.  and  Susan  (Bush)  Beebe,  promi- 
nent old  settlers  of  Susquehanna  county.  She  was 
reared  and  educated  there  and  has  proved  to  her 
husband  a true  helpmeet.  They  have  three  children  : 
William  B.,  Susan  E.  and  Jennie  H.,  all  success- 
ful and  popular  teachers  of  Susquehanna  county. 
Mr.  Stephens  is  a recognized  leader  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  his  township,  and  has  ever 
taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  poli- 
tics. He  has  filled  nearly  all  of  the  township  offices 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  public,  and  his  aid  is  never  withheld  from 
an  object  calculated  to  advance  the  religious,  tem- 
perance or  educational  interests  of  the  community 
m which  he  lives.  Both  he  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  take 
an  active  part  in  its  work. 

JOHN  J.  PRICE  (deceased)  was  a leading 
farmer  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Paradise  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  where  his  memory  is  still 
held  in  reverence  and  honor.  A native  of  Monroe 
county,  he  was  born  at  Delaware  Water  Gap,  in 
1806,  and  was  a son  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Smi- 
ley) Price,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of 
Price  township,  Monroe  county,  and  the  son  of 
a Mr.  Price,  of  Gardenville,  Bucks  Co.,  Penn.  After 
his  marriage  Joseph  Price  settled  at  Delaware 
Water  Gap,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  a number  of  years  and  where  his  first 
wife  died,  being  laid  to  rest  at  that  place.  Subse- 
quently he  married  a Miss  Transue  and  moved  to  !. 
Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred.  The  two  sons  born  ! 
to  the  last  marriage,  Richard  and  Evans,  are  still 
residents  of  that  State.  Eight  children  were  born 
of  the  first  union,  namely:  Ichabod,  who  followed 
lumbering  and  farming  nea,r  Mountain  Home, 
Penn.,  and  died  there  leaving  a family;  Eliza,  wife 
of  a Mr.  Burkhardt,  of  Monroe  county ; Matilda, 
wife  of  Michael  Staat,  of  Plainfield,  N.  J. ; Annie, 
wife  of  John  Houser,  of  Delaware  Water  Gap ; 
George,  who  married  and  moved  to  Indiana ; Su- 
san, who  married  a Mr.  Davis  and  moved  to  Ohio; 
and  Joseph,  who  died  when  a young  man. 

John  J.  Price,  who  completes  the  family,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  in  early  manhood 
married  Miss  Lucy  Brundage,  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  William  and  Elsie  Brundage, 
representatives  of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent 
families  of  that  county.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Price  lived  for  a few  years  on  Brodhead  Creek, 
where  he  followed  lumbering,  and  for  a number  of 


years  was  engaged  in  the  same  pursuits  near  Can- 
adensis, where  he  owned  a large  tract  of  land.  In 
1838  he  purchased  250  acres  in  Paradise  township, 
which  he  cleared  and  transformed  into  the  fine 
farm  which  is  still  the  homestead  of  the  family.  He 
erected  thereon  good,  substantial  buildings  and 
made  many  other  useful  improvements,  so  that  it 
is  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  locality.  Be- 
sides the  family  residence  he  also  erected  a house 
for  one  of  his  sons  on  this  property.  Throughout 
life  he  took  an  active  and  commendable  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  was  prominently  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  from  its  organization.  He 
died  in  1877,  and  his  memory  is  a sacred  inheri- 
tance to  his  children  and  is  cherished  by  his  many 
friends.  Throughout  his  career  of  continued  and 
far-reaching  usefulness,  his  duties  were  performed 
with  the  greatest  care,  and  during  a long  life  his  per- 
sonal honor  and  integrity  were  without  blemish. 
His  estimable  wife  survived  him  several  years,  pass- 
ing away  in  1886.  She  was  a worthy  Christian 
woman,  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
early  life,  but  later  became  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  ten 
children:  (1)  Mary  A.,  born  in  Shawnee,  Monroe 
county,  received  a common-school  education  and 
first  married  Charles  Kemmerer.  They  moved  to 
Lehighton,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  was  killed 
by  the  explosion  of  a boiler.  He  left  a young  wife 
and  two  children  who  reached  years  of  maturity ; 
Anna,  now  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Watson,  a leading 
and  prominent  lawyer  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and 
Mahlon,  who  married  Annie  M.  Leisenring,  of 
Mauch  Chunk,  Penn.,  where  he  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  coal  and  other  business,  being  one  of  the 
millionaires  of  that  place.  For  her  second  husband 
Mary  A.  married  Walter  Leisenring,  of  Lehigh 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  died  leaving  five  children: 
Gertrude,  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Righter,  of 
Mauch  Chunk;  Ada,  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  Neal,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  now  residing  in  Upper  Lehigh, 
Penn. ; Albert,  who  married  Lillian  Jessup,  of  Scran- 
ton, a daughter  of  Judge  Jessup;  Walter,  a resident 
of  Luzerne  county ; and  May,  wife  of  Dr.  Gaily,  of 
Maryland.  (2)  Elizabeth  Price  married  George 
Staples,  of  Cherry  Valley,  Penn.,  and  they  located 
in  Scranton,  where  she  died  leaving  two  daughters : 
Helen,  who  married  Eugene  Chilson,  of  Illinois, 
where  she  died  leaving  one  son — Eugene  ; and  Liz  - 
zie,  wife  of  William  Fenner,  of  Marshallsville,  111., 
by  whom  she  has  had  children : Virginia,  George, 
Mary  Ann.  (3)  George  and  (4)  Hannah  Price 
were  twins  and  the  latter  died  when  a young  lady. 
George  married  Margaret  Sebring,  of  Pocono  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  located  on  his  father’s 
lumber  tract,  where  he  followed  lumbering  and  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  which  occurred  there  in  1895. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Mountain  Home  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  His  children  were  Gilbert,  who  mar- 
ried Sally  Sebring  and  located  in  Carbon  county : 
Annie;  Adda,  wife  of  H.  Young,  of  Philadelphia; 
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and  Lawrence  and  Nettie,  both  at  home.  (5)  Lewis 
Price  married  Ellen  Posten,  of  Stroud  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  they  now  reside  in  Syracuse, 
Neb.  They  have  no  children.  (6)  Emily  Price  was 
the  wife  of  Chauncey  Rice,  of  Wellsville,  N.  Y., 
where  she  died  soon  after  her  marriage,  leaving  no 
children.  (7)  Frank  Price  served  one  year  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  176th  P.  V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  when  a young  man  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Paradise  township.  (8)  Lucy  Price,  born  at  Price- 
burg,  received  a good  public  school  education  and 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  years. 
She  is  a worthy  Christian  lady,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  (9)  William  E.  Price 
wedded  Elizabeth  Van  Doren,  of  New  Jersey,  and 
they  lived  at  his  father’s  home,  where  she  died  after 
a short  married  life  of  three  years,  leaving  one  son, 
Harry,  who  is  still  on  the  old  homestead.  For  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Price  married  Hannah  Bowman, 
of  Swiftwater,  Monroe  county,  and  he  died  in  1876, 
leaving  a wife  and  four  children : Lizzie,  who  grad- 
uated from  a nurse’s  training  school  of  Philadel- 
phia. and  is  now  engaged  in  practice  in  that  city ; 
Russell,  who  is  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Monroe  county ; Gertrude,  at  home ; and  May,  also 
a teacher  in  the  public  schools.  (10)  Anna  M.  Price 
has  spent  her  entire  life  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
after  her  father’s  death  became  superintendent  and 
general  manager  of  the  place.  She  is  a lady  of 
culture  and  refinement  and  deserves  more  than 
passing  mention  in  a work  of  this  character.  She 
has  displayed  remarkable  business  and  executive 
ability  in  the  management  of  the  estate,  is  careful 
and  judicious  in  her  investments,  and  has  met  with 
well-merited  success.  She  has  been  greatly  assisted 
in  a financial  way  by  her  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Liesenring,  one  of  the  wealthy  and  leading  society 
ladies  of  Scranton,  who  is  noted  for  her  liberal 
gifts  to  the  poor  and  for  her  donations  to  all  char- 
itable enterprises  in  the  city  in  which  she  lives.  The 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  various  commu- 
nities in  which  its  members  reside,  and  all  are  held 
in  high  respect  and  esteem. 

GEORGE  FULLER  HOLMES,  a prominent 
agriculturist  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  at  his  present  homestead  February 
17,  1839,  and  is  a representative  of  a leading  pioneer 
family  of  that  locality. 

Deacon  William  Holmes,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  September  1,  1772,  at  Newburg, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  married  April  13,  1789,  to  Mary 
Wyatt.  In  1810  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  and  purchased  200  acres  of  land  at  Union 
Hill,  where  his  remaining  years  were  spent  in  farm- 
ing. He  was  a ship  carpenter  and  cabinet  maker 
by  trade,  being  regarded  as  an  expert  in  the  latter 
line  of  work.  As  a citizen  he  was  highly  respected, 
and  for  many  years  he  held  the  office  of  deacon  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  died  January  9,  1834, 
and  his  wife,  who  was  born  September  1,-1772, 
died  December  1,  1849,  their  remains  being  interred 


in  a cemetery  in  Gibson  township.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing named  children  : Deborah, born  April  5,1790; 
David,  our  subject’s  father;  Daniel,  born  December 
14,  1794,  died  March  5,  1846;  Ann,  born  February 
20,  1797,  died  March  11,  1838;  Helen,  born  May 
14,  1799;  Eliza,  born  July  4,  1800,  died  February 
17,  1856;  Thomas,  born  January  18,  1804,  died  No- 
vember 26,  1838;  William  G.,born  October  19,  1805; 
Mary  A.,  born  March  8,  1808,  died  November  25, 
1859;  Sophia  T.,  born  March  26,  1811,  died  in 
March,  1857;  and  Sarah,  born  June  29,  1815. 

David  Holmes  was  born  at  Newburg,  N.  Y., 
October  5,  1792,  and  died  at  the  home  now  occupied 
by  our  subject,  February  23,  i860.  He  engaged  in 
farming  and  the  manufacture  of  potash,  and  be- 
came a substantial  citizen,  being  much  esteemed  for 
his  upright  Christian  character.  During  the  war 
of  1812  he  was  drafted  and  served  until  honorably 
discharged,  at  Danville,  Penn.  On  October  29,  1824, 
he  was  married  in  Gibson  township  to  Hannah  Fuller, 
and  they  had  a large  family  of  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  youngest.  (1)  David  E.,  born  July 
6,  1825,  operates  a gristmill  at  South  Gilbson ; he 
was  formerly  postmaster  at  that  place.  (2)  William 
W.,  born  March  12,  1827,  is  a farmer  in  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  (3)  Sarah  P.,  born 
January  20,  1829,  married  Richard  Owens,  and  died 
December  24,  1898.  (4)  Jesse  L.,  born  April  20, 

1831,  is  an  extensive  farmer  at  South  Gibson.  (5) 
Charles  M.,  born  April  10,  1834,  was  a successful 
carpenter  and  builder  at  South  Gibson,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  enlistment  in  the  army  he  was  building 
a hotel  there.  He  died  May  11,  1863,  in  a hospital  at 
Windmill  Point,  Ya.,  and  his  remains  were  brought 
home  by  his  brother  Jesse.  (6)_  Samuel  R.,  born 
April  10,  18^6,  is  a farmer  in  Gibson  township. 
Our  subject’s  mother  was  born  March  10,  1799,  at 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  died  March  12,  1875.  Her 
father,  Jesse  Fuller,  of  Attleboro,  served  seven  years 
in  the  Revolutionary  army.  He  died  January  16, 

1832,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  and  his  wife,  Lydia 
M.,  died  November  2,  1830,  aged  seventy. 

In  early  manhood  George  F.  Holmes  took 
charge  of  the  homestead,  a fine  farm  of  ninety-three 
acres,  and  he  has  since  been  engagd  in  general 
farming.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has 
served  as  supervisor  and  was  elected  in  1898  as 
school  director  for  the  term  of  three  years.  In  re- 
ligion he  inclines  toward  the  Universalist  faith. 
On  March  27,  1883,  he  was  married  at  Scranton, 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Clara  M.  Coil,  daughter  of  Henry 
Coil,  a well-known  resident  of  Gibson  township. 
Three  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Daisy  A., 
born  September  23.  1884;  George  R.,  born  August 
14,  1887;  and  Jesse  H.,  born  February  17,  1893. 

LEW  IS  W.  TENNANT.  No  name  is  better 
known  in  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  than  the  patronymic  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  southern  part  of  the  township  has 
been  popularly  known  for  many  years  as  “Tennant 
Town,”  on  acount  of  the  settlement  formed  there 
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early  in  the  century.  Oliver  Tennant,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  the  first  of  four  brothers 
who  settled  in  New  Milforld  township.  In  1809  he 
came  from  Fisher’s  Island,  Long  Island  Sound,  and 
settled  in  the  southern  part  of  the  township.  His 
brothers,  William  and  Allen  Tennant,  and  his  half- 
brother,  Benjamin  Tennant,  came  a little  later  from 
Shelter  Island,  Suffolk  county,  N.  Y.  The  four 
brothers  married  four  sisters,  the  daughters  of  a 
Mr.  Braman.  Oliver  Tennant  remained  in  New 
Milford  township  through  life.  Of  his  ten  children 
three  of  the  daughters  married  three  brothers. 
Meribah  became  the  wife  of  Thurston  Lewis  of 
Harford;  Abigail  married  Deacon  Robinson  Lewis, 
and  Nancy  married  Libbenv  Lewis.  Of  the  sons  of 
Oliver  Tennant,  there  were  Oliver,  and  William 
W. — the  latter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  he 
was  born  on  Fisher's  Island  in  1804,  and  was  about 
five  years  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  New 
Milford  township.  He  was  reared  in  the  wilder- 
ness and  became  a farmer.  He  made  a clearing 
for  his  log  cabin  and  spent  years  of  his  life  in  felling 
the  forests.  He  married  Phoebe  Lewis,  the  daughter 
of  Robinson  and  Polly  (Havens)  Lewis,  and  to  them 
were  born  the  following  children : Orange  W.,  who 
died  in  Harford  township  at  the  age  of  sixty  years ; 
George  W.,  postmaster  at  Shaw,  Lee  county,  111.; 
John  W.,  a farmer  and  a former  school  teacher  of 
Hesper,  Iowa;  Lewis  W.,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Alvin  E.,  a bank  clerk  at  Fort  Dodge,  la.;  William 
R.,  a carpenter  of  Lehigh,  la.,  and  Austin  D.,  a 
farmer  of  Hesper,  la.  William  W.,  the  father,  re- 
moved in  later  life  to  Hesper,  la.,  where  he  died  in 
1875,  aged  seventy-one  years.  His  wife,  Phoebe,  died 
at  the  same  place  in  1878,  aged  seventy-five  years. 
They  were  devout  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Lewis  W.,  the  subject  of'this  sketch,  was  born 
in  New  Milford  township  February  9,  1838.  He 
remained  on  the  homestead  with  his  parents  until 
he  attained  his  majority.  Then  for  several  years 
he  worked  among  neighboring  farmers.  He  then 
married  and  purchased  a farm  in  New  Milford 
township.  His  farming  life  was  interrupted  in 
1864  by  his  enlistment  on  September  5,  of  that  year, 
at  Scranton,  Penn.,  in  Company  E,  203rd  P.  V.  I., 
Capt.  L.  M.  McCune  of  Philadelphia.  He  was 
mustered  in  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  mustered  out 
at  Fort  Schuyler,  N.  Y.,  hospital,  May  8,  1865. 
He  had  participated  in  the  Fort  Fisher  campaign  and 
had  engaged  in  various  skirmishes  when  he  was  sent 
to  the  Rowley,  N.  C.,  hospital  and  thence  to  Fort 
Schuyler.  Pie  was  in  the  hospital  two  months,  a 
sufferer  from  chronic  diarrhea. 

In  March,  1862,  Mr.  Tennant  was  married  in 
New  Milford  township  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Watson, 
who  was  born  in  that  township,  January  25,  1842, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Tennant)  Watson 
and  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Walter  and  Mary  (Corb- 
it)  Watson.  Dr.  Walter  Watson  was  born  near  Glas- 
gow, Scotland,  and  was  a physician  by  profession, 


but  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he  was  afflicted  with 
blindness.  Pie  married  at  Cold  Spring,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  died,  and  in  1831  his  widow  brought  her 
family  to  Susquehanna  county.  John,  one  of  the 
sons,  married  Mary  Tennant,  daughter  of  Allen 
and  Polly  (Braman)  Tennant,  who,  in  1818,  migrat- 
ed from  Groton,  Conn.,  and  settled  in  New  Milford 
township.  The  family  of  John  and  Mary  (Tennant) 
Watson  were  as  follows:  Mahala,  who  married 
Levi  Le  Roy,  a farmer  of  New  Milford  township; 
Adelia,  widow  of  Warren  Branard,  of  New  Milford 
township;  and  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary, 
who  married  Delvan  Le  Roy.  John  Watson  was  a 
prominent  farmer,  and  in  the  later  years  of  his  life 
operated  a sawmill.  He  and  his  wife  were  promin- 
ent members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He 
died  in  June,  1872,  aged  fifty-eight  years  and  nine 
months;  his  wife  died  in  February,  1881,  aged 
sixty-seven  years. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  these 
children:  Lizzie,  wife  of  M.  M.  Moon,  of  New 
Milford  township;  Julia,  wife  of  Charles  Burling- 
ame, a farmer  of  New  Milford  township;  Louie, 
who  died  aged  eleven  years ; Bert,  a butcher  at 
Lestershire,  N.  Y. ; Candace,  wife  of  F.  A.  Hartley, 
a farmer  of  New  Milford  township,  and  Ray, 
Ralph  and  Mabel  B.,  at  home.  Mr.  Tennant  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm  of  sixty  acres  in  1885. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  filled  various 
local  offices,  for  two  years  he  was  constable,  for 
two  years  collector  and  for  three  years  poor  com- 
missioner. Mrs.  Tennant  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Tennant  is  an  industrious  and 
progressive  farmer,  and  as  an  agriculturist  holds 
high  rank  in  the  community. 

JESSE  LANE  WILLIAMS.  On  the  line 
between  Jackson  and  Thompson  townships,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  a pleasantly  located  homestead, 
where  now  reside  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his 
family.  He  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  is  one  of  its  prosperous  and  leading  agricult- 
urists, born  in  Lanesboro,  July  15,  1836,  son  of 
Nathan  and  Sarah  (Lane)  Williams. 

Nathan  Williams  was  born  in  Connecticut  in 

1803,  and  when  a boy  moved  with  his  parents, 

and  Percilla  Williams,  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y. 
In  the  family  were  three  sons : A.  D.,  Israel  and 
Nathan.  A.  D.  settled  in  Otsego  county,  where  he 
died  leaving  no  family.  Israel  migrated  to  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.,  where  his  descendants  now  live. 
Nathan  Williams,  the  youngest,  was  a self-educated 
man,  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  accountants  and  bookkeep- 
ers of  his  day.  When  a young  man  he  migrated  to 
Lanesboro,  Susquehanna  county,  and  there  married 
Miss  Sarah  Lane,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Sarah 
Lane.  Martin  Lane  was  one  of  the  early  and  promi- 
nent settlers  of  Harmony  township,  migrating  from 
Cannonsville,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1818  he  purchased  480 
acres  of  land,  including  the  mills  at  Lanesboro. 
That  borough  was  originally  called  Lanesville,  in 
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his  honor.  Martin  Lane  died  in  1825.  His  son, 
Jesse  Lane,  became  a very  wealthy  lumberman. 

After  his  marriage  to  Sarah  Lane,  Nathan 
Williams  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  some 
years  at  Lanesboro.  In  1841  he  purchased  the 
farm  in  North  Jackson,  where  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Gelatt,  now  lives.  Here  he  erected  good  buildings 
and  made  substantial  improvements,  and  here  he  re- 
mained until  his  death  April  27,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years,  his  worthy  wife  surviving  him 
until  1893.  She  was  for  many  years  a consistent  and 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  North  Jackson.  Mr.  Williams  was  reared  in  the 
Episcopal  faith.  In  politics  he  was  a Jeffersonian 
Democrat.  He  held  various  local  offices,  was  post- 
master of  Lanesboro  and  North  Jackson  for  many 
years,  and  was  unusually  well  informed  in  local  and 
State  affairs.  To  Nathan  and  Sarah  Williams  were 
born  seven  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Harriet  M. 
married  Horace  L.  French,  a contractor  and  builder 
of  Susquehanna,  and  died  leaving  four  children — 
Carrie,  wife  of  Charles  Curren,  of  Hallstead ; May, 
wife  of  E.  Gelatt,  of  Carbondale ; Clark,  of  Bing- 
hamton ; and  Jessie,  wife  of  William  Hedges,  of 
Mansfield,  Ohio.  (2)  Clinton  M.  was  for  several 
years  a school  teacher  in  Susquehanna  county, 
then  for  twenty-four  years,  until  his  death,  a prac- 
ticing dentist  at  Pittston.  (3)  Jesse  Lane  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  (4)  Miranda  married  Hor- 
ace Bryant,  now  a leading  dentist  at  Boone,  Boone 
county,  Iowa,  and  has  two  children — Iva,wife  of  Ste- 
phen Goldthwaite,  of  Boone  county,  Iowa,  and  Har- 
ry, of  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  (5)  Butler  F.  for  years  was 
a prominent  teacher  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  is 
now  a traveling  salesman  of  Mansfield,  Ohio.  Lie  has 
one  son,  Charles  S.,  of  Mansfield.  (6)  Sarah,  for 
some  years  a teacher  of  Susquehanna  county,  mar- 
ried George  Gelatt,  of  Thompson,  and  resides  on 
the  old  Williams  homestead  in  Jackson  township; 
she  has  one  child,  Cora,  at  home.  (7)  Emily  J. 
married,  at  the  home  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Bryant,  in 
Iowa,  Edward  Green,  a lawyer  of  Boone,  Iowa, 
where  she  died  leaving  two  children — Hallie,  now  a 
student  at  the  Ladies  Seminary,  in  Wisconsin ; and 
Martin,  of  Webster  City,  Iowa. 

Jesse  L.  Williams,  our  subject,  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Jackson,  and  remained  at  home 
with  his  parents  until  twenty-six  years  of  age.  In 
1862  he  began  an  experience  of  ten  years  as  a train 
man  on  the  New  York  & Erie  railroad,  first  as 
fireman  and  then  as  engineer.  He  married,  in  1863, 
Miss  Emma  L.  Bryant,  of  Thompson.  She  had  been 
a successful  school  teacher  of  Susquehanna  county 
and  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Elias  M.  and  Maria  Bryant.  Her  father,  Elias 
M.  Bryant,  was  the  second  child  born  in  Jackson 
township,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  1819,  and  was 
a son  of  David  and  Abigail  (Hilliard)  Bryant, 
who  migrated  from  Connecticut.  David  Brvant 
came  into  the  woods  of  Jackson  township  in  the 
spring  of  1812,  and  became  one  of  its  first  settlers. 
He  erected  a log  cabin  and  cleared  up  a place.  He 


was  a great  hunter,  and  killed  many  deer.  He  mar- 
ried Abigail  Hilliard,  and  his  children  were  Cla- 
rissa, wife  of  Oliver  Clinton;  Elias  M.,  father  of 
Mrs.  Williams;  Elvira,  wife  of  Elon  Wilcox;  Jane, 
wife  of  William  Benson  ; Alonzo  ; Lazelle  ; Louisa, 
wife  of  Arthur  Price ; and  Marian,  wife  of  Delos 
Roberts. 

Elias  M.  Bryant  married  Maria  Wheaton,  and 
in  1843  went  into  the  woods  on  the  present  line 
of  Jackson  and  Thompson  townships,  clearing  up 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  that  vicinity.  Lie  was  a 
man  of  unusual  prominence  and  public  spirit.  Pos- 
sessing deep  religious  convictions,  he  was  a leader 
in  Church  work,  serving  on  the  committee  which 
erected  the  North  Jackson  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  died  April  17,  1899,  leaving  a wife 
and  five  children  of  their  family  of  seven,  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Horace,  born  in  1839,  a dentist  of 
Boone,  Iowa,  married  Miranda  Williams,  and  has 
two  children,  Iva  and  Harry.  (2)  David  D.,  born 
in  1842,  served  for  ten  months  in  the  Civil  war  as 
a member  of  a Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Regiment ; 
he  married  Julia  Edwards,  of  Gibson,  and  moved 
to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  his  wife  died,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Llelen.  He  now  lives  at  Lake  City, 
Minn.  (3)  Emma  L.,  wife  of  our  subject,  was 
born  November  12,  1843.  (4)  Helen,  born  in 

May,  1845,  is  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Miller,  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  who  enlisted  in  a Pennsylvania 
regiment.  They  now  live  at  Boone,  Iowa,  and  have 
two  children  living,  Cora  and  Fred.  (5)  Warren 
W.  died  in  childhood.  (6)  Abbie,  born  in  1851, 
taught  school  in  her  younger  years,  married  Orval 
Griffis,  of  Jackson,  and  has  four  children,  Alice  (a 
successful  teacher  of  Susquehanna  county),  Eva, 
Ethel  and  Helen.  (7)  Katie  Lincoln,  born  in  1859, 
died  in  1875. 

After  marriage  our  subject  and  wife  settled  at 
Port  Jervis,  whence  they  removed  to  North  Jack- 
son.  Abandoning  railroading  in  1868,  he  moved 
to  a farm  in  Jackson  township,  whence  they  moved 
in  1873  to  the  old  Bryant  homestead  at  Thompson, 
and'  there  he  has  since  resided,  except  for  three 
years,  when  he  resumed  railroading  on  the  Jeffer- 
son branch  of  the  Erie  railroad.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  has  been  blessed  with  three 
daughters,  namely:  Louise,  who  was  born  in  1866, 
was  for  several  years  a successful  school  teacher  in 
Susquehanna  county,  until  her  marriage,  in  1890, 
to  Newton  Potter,  of  Harmony  township;  she  has 
one  daughter,  Rachel.  Nellie,  born  in  1869,  was 
well  educated,  became  a teacher  in  the  public 
schools,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Hugh  Perry,  of 
Thompson.  Flora  Belle  married  Albert  Nelson 
French,  a farmer  of  Jackson,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Marguerite  E.  Our  subject  and  wife  have 
adopted  one  child,  George  B.  Williams,  now  a 
bright  student  in  the  Thompson  high  school. 

Politically  Mr.  Williams  is  a Prohibitionist, 
and  formerly  he  was  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Once  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  he 
refused  to  serve.  While  a resident  of  Tackson  town- 
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ship  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Abraham  Lincoln,  serving  about 
six  years.  Mr.  Williams  is  interested  in  school 
work,  and  for  eight  years  served  the  town  as  school 
director,  a position  which  he  now  fills.  For  nearly 
twenty  years  he  has  been  a prominent  member  of 
Susquehanna  Lodge  No.  452,  Knights  of  Pythias. 
In  religious  affiliation  himself  and  family  are  lead- 
ing workers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
For  forty  years  he  has  been  an  active  member  of 
that  Church,  and  for  a long  term  of  service  he  has 
filled  the  offices  of  steward  and  trustee,  now  offi- 
ciating in  the  latter  capacity. 

WILLIAM  D.  TOBIAS,  a leading  business 
man  of  South  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  is  the 
propretor  of  a gristmill  of  thirty-two-horse  power, 
built  by  Elisha  Williams  and  David  Hines  in  1839. 
In  1895  it  was  rebuilt  by  our  subject’s  father, 
and  in  1898  extensive  improvements  were  made  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  a large  and  constantly 
increasing  trade. 

Mr.  Tobias  was  born  June  27,  1865,  in  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  son  of  David  and 
Joannah  (Daniels)  Tobias,  of  Wales,  -who  were 
married  in  that  township.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents, William  and  Sarah  Tobias,  lived  and  died 
upon  a farm  in  Wales.  David  Tobias,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  came  to  America  in  1848,  settled  in  the 
Lackawanna  V alley  settlement  in  Clifford  town- 
ship in  1859,  was  engaged  in  the  butcher  business 
in  Luzerne  county,  where  he  also  worked  for  a 
time  in  mines  and  later  returned  to  Clifford  and 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1867  he  removed  to  South 
Gibson  and  purchased  the  mill,  operating  same  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  April  7,  1897,  when  he 
was  aged  sixty-eight  years.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  had  been  president  of  the  South  Gibson  Cream- 
ery Co.,  for  six  years.  In  politics  he  was  first  a 
Republican  and  later  a Prohibitionist.  He  united 
with  the  Congregational  Church  in  1858,  his  wife 
having  joined  same  in  1840,  and  both  united  with 
M.  E.  Church  in  1889.  Mr.  Tobias’  remains  were 
interred  111  the  Welsh'  cemetery  in  Clifford  township: 
Our  subject’s  mother  now  resides  at  South  Gibson, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  Four  children 
were  born  to  this  worthy  couple : Sarah  J.  and 
William  D.,  who  died  in  infancy  ; William  D.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  and  John  B.,  a physician  at 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  The  Daniels  family  is  also  of 
Welsh  origin,  our  subject’s  grandparents,  Benjamin 
and  Jane  Daniels,  coming  from  Wales  in  1831,  and 
after  spending  six  years  in  the  Lackawanna  Valley 
settled  upon  a farm  in  the  Welsh  settlement  in 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Our  subject  was  only  two  years  old  when  the 
family  removed  to  South  Gibson,  and  he  began 
working  in  the  mill  as  soon  as  his  strength  permit- 
ted. He  resided  with  his  parents  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  at  his  father’s 
death  he  purchased  the  mill.  Elis  political  affiliations 


are  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  served  one 
year  as  township  clerk  and  three  years  as  auditor. 
He  and  his  family  are  much  respected  socially,  and 
he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
On  September  18,  1890,  he  was  married,  at  South 
Gibson,  to  Miss  Bertha  Pickering,  and  they  have 
two  children : E.  Eloise  and  Myron  A. 

Mrs.  Bertha  (Pickering)  Tobias  was  born  in 
Gelatt,  Gibson  township,  November  2,  1871,  daugh- 
ter of  Alden  Pickering,  a native  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  his  wife  Ellen 
(Ehrgood),  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  Her 
paternal  grandparents,  William  and  Mary  (Tiffany) 
Pickering,  were  prominent  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Gibson  township.  Her  father  located  at 
South  Gibson  in  1883  and  operated  a hotel  for 
eight  years,  but  he  died  in  Herrick  township,  Jan- 
uary 22,  1899,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  while 
engaged  in  farming.  For  fifteen  years  he  operated 
a gristmill  at  Gelatt.  He  and  his  wife  were  devout 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church;  she  died  in  1879, 
aged  thirty-three,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred 
in  Manzer  cemetery.  They  had  two  children: 
George,  a druggist  in  Oregon ; and  Bertha,  wife  of 
our  subject.  The  father  married  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Eloise  Van  Barrager,  a native  of  Sus- 
quehanna, Penn.,  daughter  of  Jerry  Van  Barrager, 
a shoemaker,  and  his  wife  Mary  (Sterns),  who 
were  early  settlers  in  Susquehanna  county. 

CHARLES  JLDSON  GELATT,  a successful 
agriculturist  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  a member  of  a well  known  family,  rep- 
resented elsewhere. 

Mr.  Gelatt  was  born  April  16,  1862,  at  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  son  of  Silas  C.  Gelatt,  and  grand- 
son of  George  and  Susan  (Williams)  Gelatt.  His 
father,  who  was  born  at  the  homestead,  November 
1,  1839,  now  resides  in  Susquehanna,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  business  as  installment  agent,  but  until 
1882  he  resided  at  the  homestead,  following  farming' 
as  an  occupation.  While  there  he  took  an  active  part 
in  local  affairs  as  a member  of  the  Republican  party, 
serving  as  school  director  and  supervisor.  He  mar- 
died  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Stone,  who  was  born  in  1842, 
m Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  daugh- 
ter of  Elson  and  Elvina  (Slocum)  Stone,  for  many 
years  residents  of  Ararat  township,  same  county. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren: William  is  a farmer  near  Gelatt;  and  Mattie 
H.  married  James  Hogan,  a railway  fireman,  resid- 
ing in  Susquehanna. 

During  his  boyhood  our  subject  gained  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  agriculture  under  his  father's 
direction,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  left  in 
charge  of  the  place,  where  he  has  remained  with 
the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  a furniture  fac- 
tory at  Gelatt,  in  the  employ  of  his  father-in-law. 
He  is  a stanch  Republican,  is  interested  in  all  the 
progressive  monvements  of  his  locality,  and  for  three 
years  passed  has  served  as  school  director.  He  and 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1111 


his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Union  Church, 
and  he  also  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Hiram  Lodge 
No.  483,  at  Jackson.  On  January  15,  1881,  he  was 
married,  in  Gibson  township,  to  Miss  Etta  Eymer, 
and  four  children  have  blessed  the  union,  viz. : Nel- 
lie May,  born  October  19,  1882;  Lena  Dell,  born 
June  27,  1887;  Mildred  Esther,  born  December  15, 
1895  (died  February  9,  1898)  ; and  Tracy  Collin, 
born  December  26,  1898. 

Mrs.  Gelatt  is  a native  of  Gibson  township,  born 
June  28,  1863,  and  belongs  to  a prominent  family  of 
that  locality.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Peter  and 
Elsie  Eymer,  natives  of  New  York  State,  settled  in 
Gibson  township  in  1867.  William  Day  Eymer, 
father  of  Mrs.  Gelatt,  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
but  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  early  manhood,  locat- 
ing first  in  Carbondale  and  later  in  Gelatt.  He  was 
the  first  undertaker  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and 
made  the  first  coffin  at  Gelatt.  For  many  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture,  and 
his  shops,  which  were  run  by  water  power,  were 
twice  burned  to  the  ground.  While  he  never  as- 
pired to  political  honors  he  was  a firm  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  took  an  active  part  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Jackson,  holding  office  for  some  years.  He  died 
January  17,  1885,  aged  sixty  years,  and  was  buried 
in  Jackson  cemetery.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Dart, 
who  was  born  in  1827,  and  now  resides  in  Jackson 
township.  Her  father,  Samuel  Dart,  died  in  New 
York  State,  and  her  mother  (now  also  deceased) 
afterward  removed  to  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  William  and  Mary  Eymer  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows : Harriet,  born 

January  13,  1845,  married  Tipp  Bennett,  and  died 
in  Kansas;  Mary  Ann,  born  March  1,  1847,  mar- 
ried Stanley  Barrett,  of  Jackson;  Loretta,  born 
February  10,  1849,  married  the  late  Rev.  Austin 
Sterns,  a Baptist  minister,  and  she  now  resides  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Abby  married  Joseph  Bosket, 
a farmer  in  Gibson  township ; William  is  deceased ; 
Emma,  born  March  20,  1860,-  married  Augustus 
Rice,  and  died  February  18,  1899;  Susan,  born 
February  27,  1851,  died  April  4,  1854;  Etta  is  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  and  Evaline  married  Joel 
Barnes,  a farmer  near  Gibson. 

CALVIN  W.  DEAKIN.  As  an  enterprising 
and  wide-awake  business  man  of  Susquehanna,  and 
one  who,  through  his  own  efforts,  has  established 
himself  among  the  prominent  and  successful  men 
of  the  place,  we  take  pleasure  in  giving  the  follow- 
ing biography  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch.  He  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Deakin  Brothers,  who  are  engaged  in  the  meat  and 
stock  business  in  Susquehanna,  and  are  also  inter- 
ested in  farming  and  dairying. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  our  subject 
was  born  July  14,  1856,  on  Snake  creek,  in  Liberty 
township,  in  a log  cabin,  a part  of  which  is  still 
standing.  His  father,  John  H.  Deakin,  was  born 


in  England,  June  20,  1817,  and  during  childhood  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  bis  parents.  The  grand- 
father, Thomas  Deakin,  was  engaged  in  the  fur 
business  and  was  quite  wealthy,  but  as  he  died  when 
John  H.  was  quite  young,  the  latter  was  bound  out. 
After  coming  to  America  he  made  his  home  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  engaged  in  business 
as  a farmer  and  butcher.  He  filled  the  offices  of  con- 
stable and  tax  collector  in  his  township,  and  held 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  his  widow  also  belongs.  He  married  Miss 
Emaline  Sanford,  who  was  born  in  Liberty  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1822,  daughter  of  Dr.  San- 
ford, a native  of  Massachusetts,  who  at  an  early 
day  came  by  ox-team  to  Susquehanna  county,  locat- 
ing in  Liberty  township.  Mr.  Deakin  died  Decem- 
ber 23,  1894,  and  was  buried  in  Franklin  township; 
his  wife  now  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter  in 
Liberty  township.  The  children  of  the  family  were 
Jane,  wife  of  Eugene  Stanford,  a prominent  farmer 
of  Liberty  townsfiip ; Henry  J.,  a farmer  of  Franklin 
township;  William  C.,  who  is  engaged  in  business 
with  our  subject,  and  resides  in  Oakland  township; 
Calvin  W.,  subject  of  this  review;  Benjamin,  who 
died  in  infancy ; and  Cornelia,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years. 

The  first  five  years  of  his  life  Calvin  W.  Deakin 
passed  in  his  native  township,  and  then  removed 
with  the  family  to  Franklin  township.  In  1870  he 
became  a resident  of  Great  Bend  township,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
and  then  went  to  East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  where  he 
worked  in  a sawmill  during  the  summer  months, 
and  in  the  lumber  woods  during  the  winter  season, 
for  six  years.  While  there  he  was  married,  in  No- 
vember, 1883,  to  Miss  Eva  Brown,  of  Bay  City, 
Micb.,  a native  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  Her  parents, 
George  and  Mary  (Sbonyon)  Brown,  were  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  Bay  City,  Mich.,  where  they  still  reside. 
Her  father  and  paternal  grandfather  were  both  sol- 
diers in  the  Civil  war,  are  still  living,  and  now 
draw  pensions  from  the  government.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  bis  wife  were  born  six  children:  C.  Ray, 

Guy  (who  died  in  infancy),  May,  Rena,  George 
and  Maudie. 

Returning  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight  years,  Mr.  Deakin  purchased  a farm 
in  Great  Bend  township,  which  he  operated  as  a 
dairy  farm  for  two  vears,  and  then  removed  to  Sus- 
quehanna in  order  that  he  might  better  engage  in 
his  present  business,  having  formed  a partnership 
with  his  brother  a few  months  after  his  return  home. 
Progressive,  energetic  and  reliable,  they  have  gained 
the  public  confidence,  and  have  succeeded  in  build- 
ing up  a large  and  profitable  business,  so  that  they 
now  rank  among  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
town.  Our  subject  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Red 
Men  of  Susquehanna,  and  he  is'  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Prohibition  party. 
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HORACE  S.  STODDARD.  The  mention  of 
the  heroes  of  our  Civil  war  will  always  arouse  the 
attention  of  a true  American,  and  the  history  of  this 
well-known  resident  of  Lakeside,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, who  participated  in  forty-three  battles,  will  he 
read  with  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

Mr.  Stoddard  was  born  August  29,  1835,  at 
Brattleboro,  Vt.,  and  comes  of  good  New  England 
stock  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines.  Isaac 
and  Phoebe  Stoddard,  our  subject's  grandparents, 
resided  upon  a farm  at  Brattleboro.  Jacob  Stod- 
dard, his  father,  was  born  and  reared  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  married  Miss  Eliza  Harris,  also  a 
native  of  Brattleboro,  whose  parents,  Howard  and 

Harris,  were  lifelong  residents  of  Vermont. 

Her  father  was  a farmer  and  merchant  by  occupa- 
tion. In  the  spring  of  1839  our  subject’s  parents 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  locating  in  New 
Milford  township,  but  later  they  went  to  Canada, 
where  the  father  died  in  1868,  aged  eighty-four 
years,  his  remains  being  buried  there.  For  many 
years  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  while 
residing  in  Susquehanna  county  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a drover.  He  was  active  in 
local  affairs,  holding  township  offices  at  times,  and 
he  and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  The  mother  died  in  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Butterfield,  in  1865,  aged  sixty-seven 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Gibson  cemetery.  They 
had  the  following  children : Heleann,  deceased ; 

Eliza,  deceased;  Sarah,  widow  of  Alford  Stoddart ; 
Jacob,  deceased;  Susan,  deceased,  who  married 
James  Sherman;  Horace  S.,  our  subject;  John,  a 
farmer  in  Jackson  township ; Hartley,  deceased ; 
Henry,  a farmer  in  Jackson  township ; and  Atae,  a 
farmer  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  dur- 
ing his  minority,  and  on  leaving  home  was  employed 
for  about  six  months  by  a neighboring  farmer.  He 
then  bought  his  present  homestead,  where  he  re- 
sided until  the  spring  of  1892.  As  advancing  years 
made  the  management  of  the  place  a burden,  he  ar- 
ranged to  have  the  work  attended  to  by  others,  and 
retired  to  the  village  of  Lakeside.  Politically  he 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  although 
he  has  never  cared  for  official  honors  he  served  one 
and  a half  years. as  supervisor  of  his  township  and 
then  resigned.  For  eleven  years  he  has  been  a dea- 
con in  the  Baptist  Church  at  Lakeside,  and  he  and 
his  family  hold  an  enviable  place  in  social  life.  His 
military  service  began  with  his  enlistment,  August 
27,  1862,  in  Company  B,  17th  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, under  Capt.  Donahue.  He  was  mustered  in 
at  Harrisburg  on  September  15,  1862,  and  after  a 
short  stay  at  Camp  Curtin  was  sent  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  Six  months  later  he  was  assigned  to  duty 
as  driver  of  an  ambulance,  and  this  work  he  con- 
tinued about  two  years,  being  finally  discharged, 
on  June  19,  1865,  at  Todd's  Mill. 

In  bebruary,  1857,  our  subject  was  married, 


in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
Mary  Harris,  a native  of  Franklin  township,  who 
died  February  9,  1895,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  her 
remains  being  buried  in  Jackson  township.  On 
February  11,  1896,  Mr.  Stoddard  was  married,  at 
New  Milford,  to  her  sister,  Mrs.  Jennie  (Harris) 
Vail.  He  has  seven  children,  all  by  the  first  mar- 
riage: Hattie  married  Henry  Barnard,  of  New 

Milford  township;  Miss  Thedia  is  at  home;  Carrie 
married  Stanley  Page,  of  New  Milford  township; 
Vina  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Woodard;  Eliza  married 
Frank  Zimmer;  Ola  married  Arthur  Shay  (the  last 
three  reside  in  Lestershire,  N.  Y.,  their  husbands 
being  connected  with  a shoe  factory  there)  ; Walter 
died  in  1881.  The  Harris  family  is  of  Vermont 
stock ; Mrs.  Stoddard’s  parents,  Isaac  and  Rachel 
(Baker)  Harris,  both  natives  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State,  were  married  in  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  they  settled  at  an  early  date. 
The  father,  who  was  engaged  in  agricultural  work 
for  many  years,  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject 
July  20,  1898,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  They  had 
fix  children,  namely:  William,  who  died  in  1885; 

Mary,  our  subject’s  first  wife;  Emily,  wife  of  Ste- 
phen Hall,  a farmer  near  St.  Paul,  Minn. ; John, 
probably  deceased;  Jennie,  the  second  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Eliza,  who  died  in  childhood.  Mrs. 
Jennie  Stoddard,  who  was  born  in  New  Milford 
township  May  1,  1845,  was  married  in  1865  to 
Horace  Vail,  a carpenter  by  trade,  who  was  born  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  son  of  .Venona  Vail.  She 
has  two  sons  by  her  first  marriage:  Ernest  W.,  a 

machinist  at  Lestershire,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Miss 
Abby  Cockran ; and  Herbert  A.,  a farmer  in  Pot- 
ter county,  Pennsylvania. 

PAUL  R.  BARRAGER  has  not  only  proved 
one  of  the  most  valuable  and  useful  citizens  of  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  days  of  peace,  but  was  one  of  the 
brave  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  dark  days 
of  the  Civil  war,  serving  with  distinction  as  a com- 
missioned officer  in  the  famous  “Bucktail”  regfiment, 
which  was  noted  for  its  bravery  and  daring.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  most  honored  agriculturists  of  Great 
Bend  township,  where  he  has  efficiently  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty  years. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Barrager 
was  horn  July  16,  1841,  in  Gibson  township,  a son 
of  Henry  S.  Barrager,  who  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  in  1803.  His  parents,  John  and  Ann 
(Await)  Barrager,  were  of  German  descent,  coming 
to  this  country  during  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  Henry  Await,  our  subject’s  great-grand- 
sire,  was  one  of  the  Hessian  soldiers  in  the  British 
service  in  that  struggle.  After  his  marriage  John 
Barrager  settled  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  purchas- 
ing several  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  he  was  at 
one  time  extensively  engaged  in  lumbering  on  the 
Delaware  river.  He  and  his  wife  had  a family  of 
ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  namely: 
Henry  S. ; George,  a farmer  living  near  Lake  Como, 
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Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  now  the  only  survivor  of  the 
family;  John,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Look- 
out Mountain,  while  serving  as  color-bearer  of  his 
regiment,  during  the  Civil  war ; German,  who  died 
when  a young  man;  William,  who  died  in  middle 
age,  on  his  father's  farm,  leaving  a wife  and  two 
daughters;  Polly  Mrs.  Daniel  Rose;  Betsey,  wife  of 
William  Starbard,  of  Pike  county,  by  whom  she  had 
several  children,  one  son,  Frank,  being  on  the 
police  force  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Susan,  wife  of 
W illiam  Gardner,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn., 
and  the  mother  of  more  than  one  Union  soldier 
during  the  Rebellion ; Esther ; and  Lovisa,  wife  of 
Job  Greene,  a fanner  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y., 
where  she  died  leaving  a large  family.  The  father 
of  these  lacked  only  a few  months  of  being  a 
centenarian  at  his  death ; the  mother,  who  was 
younger,  survived  him  a number  of  years,  and  they 
rest  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  near  their  old  home. 

Henrv  S.  Barrager,  our  subject’s  father,  assist- 
ed his  father  in  his  farming  and  lumber  operations 
for  some  years.  In  1829  lie  married  Miss  Sophia 
Pickering,  a native  of  Jackson  township,  Susque- 
hanna countv.  and  a daughter  of  Phineas  Pickering, 
who  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1793,  a direct 
descendant  of  the  Revolutionary  Pickerings,  and  in 
an  earlv  day  came  to  New  Milford,  Penn.,  later  mov- 
ing to  Jackson  township,  where  lie  cleared  and  im- 
proved a farm,  remaining  there  until  his  death.  In 
1848  Mr.  Barrager  settled  in  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  purchased  a farm,  erect- 
ing thereon  a fine  residence  and  making  many  other 
improvements.  Selling  that  place  in  1863,  he  moved 
to  Uniondale,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  bought 
a home  and  lived  retired  until  his  death,  in  1892. 
His  worthy  and  estimable  wife  died  in  1889,  at  the 
aee  of  eighty-one  years,  six  months.  Politically 
Mr.  Barrager  was  first  a Whig,  later  a Know-Noth- 
ing-, and  finally  a Republican,  and  he  always  took  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs  in  his  county,  where  he 
filled  the  office  of  constable  for  many  years.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  active  and  prominent  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  were  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  ten  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  were  as  follows : ( 1 ) Almon  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools,  and  learned  the  trades  of 
harness  maker  and  carriage  trimmer  in  his  youth. 
He  lived  for  some  time  in  Dundafif,  Susquehanna 
county,  later  conducted  a hotel  in  Oil  City,  Penn., 
and  in  1867  moved  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  studied 
medicine,  being  now  engaged  in  practice  as  a mag- 
netic healer.  He  married  Mary  A,  Denman,  a native 
of  England,  and  has  four  children.  (2)  Laura  A. 
(deceased)  married  Harvey  Wellman,  of  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y.,  who  was  a member  of  a New  York 
regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  Union- 
dale,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  (3)  Elvira,  wife  of 
William  Denman,  of  Scranton,  has  five  children.  (4) 
Urbane  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  enlisting,  in  Company  1,  56th  P.  Y.  I., 


during  the  Civil  war.  In  1864  he  re-enlisted,  in 
the  same  company,  was  mustered  out  in  July,  1865, 
and  after  the  war  located  in  Uniondale,  where  he 
still  follows  his  trade,  of  harness  making.  In  1862, 
at.  Ararat,  he  married  Charlotta  Bloxham.  (5) 
Guyelma  married  Orlando  Darrow,  of  Uniondale, 
who  enlisted  in  the  Northern  army  In  February,  1864, 
and  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Fie  died  in  Uniondale  In  1895,  leaving  a wife 
and  one  daughter,  now  the  wife  of  Robert  Frink, 
burgess  of  New  Milford,  Penn.  (6)  Calder  died  in 
1843,  aged  two  years,  ten  months.  (7)  Paul  R.  is 
the  subject  proper  of  these  lines.  (8)  Georgieanna 
is  the  wife  of  Prof.  Alfred  Larrabee,  of  Uniondale, 
who  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  (9)  Webs- 
ter W.  was  educated  at  Wyoming  Seminary  for  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  ministry,  and,  in  connection 
with  his  ministerial  work,  now  conducts  a music 
store  in  Baltimore,  Md.  He  married  Lillie  Burtell, 
of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren. (10)  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Hultslander, 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; he,  too,  was  a soldier. 

Paul  R.  Barrager  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
old  homestead,  and  his  early  education,  acquired  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  was  sup- 
plemented with  a course  in  the  academy  at  Canada 
Hill,  Gibson  township.  When  a young  man  he 
learned  the  harness  maker's  trade  with  his  brother 
Almon,  and  he  continued  to  work  at  the  same  until 
August  11,  1862,  when  he  was  enrolled  among  the 
boys  in  blue  of  Company  B,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  which 
was  known  as  the  “Bucktail”  regiment,  and  was 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Dana,  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
and  Lieut. -Col.  George  E.  Hoyt.  Mr.  Barrager 
was  sworn  into  the  United  States  service  at  Camp 
Luzerne,  as  a private ; was  made  fourth  sergeant 
in  September,  1862;  first  sergeant  in  August,  1863; 
and  second  lieutenant  February  16,  1864.  He  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville,  Bealton  Sta- 
tion, Broad  Run,  and  Gettysburg,  where  he  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner ; however,  he  was  pa- 
roled, and  rejoined  his  regiment  a month  later.  Fie 
participated  in  the  engagement  at  Hatcher's  Run, 
and  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  where  he  was 
very  seriously  wounded,  a ball  entering  the  right 
shoulder  and  coming  out  at  the  left,  a distance  of 
fourteen  inches.  From  the  battlefield  be  was  taken 
in  an  ambulance  to  Belle  Plaine,  thirty  miles  away, 
thence  being  transferred  to  the  officers’  hospital  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  later  to  the  officers'  hos- 
pital at  Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he  remained  until 
honorably  discharged,  on  account  of  disability,  in 
July,  1864. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Mr.  Barrager  was  married  there,  in  1868,  to  Miss 
Mary  Conrad,  of  Gibson,  a daughter  of  George  and 
Betsy  Conrad,  representatives  of  one  of  the  old 
Huguenot  families  of  that  town.  Mrs.  Barrager  was 
born  in  1849,  in  Gibson,  where  she  was  reared  and 
educated.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  chil- 
dren: Kenneth  W.,  born  in  Great  Bend  in  1875, 
pursued  bis  studies  in  high  school  of  Hallstead  and 
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is  a well-educated  and  promising  young  man ; and 
Aleeta  A.,  born  at  the  present  home  of  the  family 
in  Great  Bend  township,  in  1881,  is  being  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Hallstead  and  Great  Bend. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Barrager  purchased  a 
valuable  farm  of  370  acres  in  Great  Bend  town- 
ship, on  the  New  Milford  road,  near  Hallstead, 
and  after  locating  upon  this  property  erected  a fine 
modern  residence  and  good  outbuildings.  His  land 
is  all  underlaid  with  the  best  quality  of  blue  flag- 
stone, and  from  his  quarries  he  makes  large  ship- 
ments daily  over  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
On  the  property  there  is  also  a fourteen-foot  vein 
of  Venetian  red  paint  ore,  which  when  analyzed 
was  found  equal  to  any  imported  lead  paint,  and 
has  stood  the  acid  test. 

As  a Republican  Mr.  Barrager  has  ever  taken 
an  active  and  influential  part  in  local  politics,  and 
for  twenty  consecutive  years  he  has  filled  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  general  public.  He 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and,  although  not  a member,  has  always 
given  generously  to  the  Church  and  to  charitable 
objects.  Fraternally  he  is  an  honored  member  of 
Simrell  Post  No.  233,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Great  Bend.  As  a 
citizen  he  has  always  been  found  true  and  faithful 
to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  so  that  his  loyalty  is 
above  question,  being  as  manifest  in  days  of  peace 
as  when  he  followed  the  old  flag  to  victory  on 
southern  battlefields,  and  as  a representative  man 
of  his  community  he  is  worthy  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  uniformly  held. 

Besides  Mrs.  Barrager  George  and  Betsy  Con- 
rad had  the  following  children : Eli,  a farmer,  who 
died  in  1894,  married  Mary  Price,  and  they  had  five 
children;  Lucinda  married  John  D.  Pickering,  a 
farmer,  and  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  now  de- 
ceased, and  they  had  four  children ; Fidelia  mar- 
ried Andrew  Corey,  a miller,  and  had  four  children 
(both  are  now  deceased)  ; Martin,  a farmer  and  ex- 
soldier, married  Marilla  Miller,  and  had  four  chil- 
dren (both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased)  ; 
George  W.,  a farmer  of  Lenox  township,  married 
Ellen  Chandler,  and  they  have  two  children  (he 
served  during  the  Civil  war,  was  captured,  and  was 
held  prisoner  for  thirteen  months)  ; Malinda  B. 
died  when  eighteen  years  of  age;  Freelove  married 
John  Guard,  and  they  had  three  children  (Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Guard  are  both  deceased)  ; Henry  F.,  a farmer 
of  South  Gibson,  married  Fanny  Williams,  and 
they  had  five  children ; William  S.  died  in  1863, 
while  serving  in  the  Union  army. 

DANIEL  V RIGHTER,  an  old  and  honored 
citizen  of  Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
was  born  January  19,  1816,  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
county,  a son  of  John  and  Annie  (Whyving) 
Wrighter. 

The  father  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  on 
his  emigration  to  America  located  in  Orange  coun- 


ty, N.  Y.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a black- 
smith. While  there  he  met  and  married  Mrs.  Annie 
(Wayving)  Smith,  a native  of  the  Isle  of  Wi  ght, 
England,  whose  first  husband  died  in  New  York. 
During  the  war  of  1812  John  Wrighter  removed 
to  Mt.  Pleasant,  Penn.,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  some  years,  and  on  selling  his  property  there 
came  to  what  is  now  Thompson  township,  but  was 
then  a part  of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  At  Wrighter 's  Lake  he  purchased  a tract 
of  wild  land,  which  he  transformed  into  a good 
farm.  In  those  early  days  the  lake  swarmed  with 
fishes,  and  wild  animals  of  various  kinds  roamed 
the  forest,  deer  and  wolves  being  very  numerous. 
In  a log  cabin,  which  he  erected  upon  his  farm,  Mr. 
Wrighter  and  his  family  lived  for  many  years,  but 
he  finally  sold  the  place  and  located  near  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y.  As  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  he  had  traded 
his  farm,  failed  to  make  the  payments  upon  the 
same,  the  family  returned  to  Thompson,  and  the  fa- 
ther spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  upon  his  farm, 
which  he  greatly  improved  by  the  erection  of  good 
buildings.  He  was  a hard-working,  industrious 
man,  and  was  very  successful  in  business.  At  his 
own  home  he  established  the  first  postoffice  in 
I hompson,  and  was  one  of  the  contractors  and 
builders  of  the  Belmont  pike,  from  Belmont  to 
Lanesboro,  Penn.  Politically  he  was  a Jacksonian 
Democrat,  and  was  called  upon  to  fill  a number  of 
local  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  He  died  in  1846, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  his  wife  de- 
parted this  life  four  years  later. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  nine 
children,  all  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county, 
with  the  exception  of  the  youngest : ( 1 ) Cornelius, 

the  eldest,  married  Harriet  Simons,  and  after  living 
for  some  time  in  Ararat  removed  to  Thompson  town- 
ship, where  he  spent  his  last  days  on  a farm.  His 
children  were  Harley  A.,  wife  of  William  Nugent, 
of  Susquehanna ; Elmer,  a resident  of  Susquehanna ; 
Olive,  wife  of  Luman  Sanford,  of  Thompson ; 
Lydia,  widow  of  George  Tallman,  of  Carbondale, 
Penn. ; Frances,  wife  of  William  Tallman, of  Thomp- 
son ; Henry,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a resident 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Fred,  a farmer  of 
Thompson.  (2)  Julia  married  William  B.  Biga- 
low,  of  Thompson,  and  both  died  near  Tunkhan- 
nock,  Penn.,  leaving  a family.  (3)  Stephen  mar- 
ried Louisa  Brown,  of  New  York  State,  and  lived 
for  some  time  near  his  father’s  old  home,  but  finally 
removed  to  Harmony  township,  where  he  died  leav- 
ing two  sons — John  O.,  who  married  Katie  Van 
Horn,  and  lives  on  a farm  in  Thompson ; and  Mar- 
vin (a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  who  was  with  Sher- 
man on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea),  who  is  mar- 
ried and  now  resides  in  Kansas.  (4)  Catherine 
married  Abner  Hulce,  of  New  York  State,  and 
after  living  for  some  time  in  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  re- 
moved to  Skinner's  Eddy,  but  died  at  Thompson. 
Their  children  were  Augusta;  Emily,  wife  of. Man- 
ning Stebens,  of  Owego,  N.  Y. ; Ada ; Manless  and 
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George,  who  died  in  the  Civil  war ; and  Porter, 
who  died  young.  (5)  Charles  married  Almeda 
Reid,  of  Harford,  Penn.,  and  settled  in  Thompson, 
near  the  old  homestead,  where  he  died  leaving  four 
children — Malliss,  who  is  still  living  on  the  home 
farm  ; Manley,  a resident  of  Thompson  ; Jenett,  wife 
of  Aldin  Hubbard,  of  Wayne  county,  and  Louis, 
also  on  the  old  homestead.  (6)  Betsy  married 
Alvin  Mudge,  and  lived  in  Thompson  until  her 
death.  Their  children  were  Alamanza,  who  died 
in  the  Civil  war ; and  Euphemia,  wife  of  Ambrose 
Lamb,  of  Thompson.  (7)  Daniel,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  is  next  in  the  family.  (8)  George 
married  Emaline  Shearer,  of  Wayne  county,  and 
still  resides  on  a farm  in  Thompson  township,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  They  have  one  son, 
Frank,  who  is  with  his  parents.  (9)  J.  Munford, 
the  first  white  male  child  born  in  Thompson  town- 
ship, married  Ada  Tucker,  of  the  same  place,  and 
there  they  still  reside.  They  had  two  children — 
Gail,  who  died  a few  years  ago  leaving  a wife  and 
one  son,  Clyde;  and  Fay,  a resident  of  Thompson. 

Amid  pioneer  scenes  Daniel  Wrighter  grew  to 
manhood  in  Wayne  and  Susquehanna  counties,  re- 
ceiving a very  limited  education,  as  he  was  only 
able  to  attend  school  for  three  months  in  winter. 
Early  in  life  he  became  an  expert  at  hunting  and 
fishing,  and  has  followed  those  pursuits,  more  or 
less,  throughout  life,  having  killed  a large  number 
of  deer  and  other  wild  animals.  In  1838  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Wealthy  Gelatt,  of 
Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  In  1816,  and  on  the  paternal  side 
was  of  French  descent.  Her  parents,  Jonathan  and 
Rebecca  (Parmater)  Gelatt,  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wrighter  began  housekeep- 
ing near  the  village  of  Thompson,  upon  a partially 
improved  farm,  and  to  its  further  development  and 
cultivation  he  at  once  turned  nis  attention,  erecting 
thereon  a good  residence,  barns  and  other  out-build- 
ings. He  now  has  one  of  the  best-improved  places 
in  this  section,  and  is  numbered  among  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  the  community. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wrighter  celebrated  their  Golden 
Wedding  in  1888,  and  she  passed  away  in  Decem- 
ber, 1891.  To  them  were  born  three  daughters, 
namely : ( 1 ) Emaline,  born  at  the  present  home 
of  the  family,  in  1839,  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Thompson  township,  and  married  Emery 
Crosier,  of  Thompson,  who  died  on  his  farm  in 
Ararat  township,  in  1880,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Vernie.  She  married  Judson  Witter,  of  Thomp- 
son borough,  and  died  in  January,  1898,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Hazel,  who  is  now  a student  in  the 
home  schools.  (2)  Mary  A.,  born  in  June,  1842, 
was  well  educated  in  the  local  schools,  and  was 
married,  in  1866,  to  Ellis  Foster,  of  Ararat,  son  of 
George  Foster,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  a member  of  Company  C, 

1 2th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and  during  his  three- 
years'  service  participated  in  twenty-four  battles. 


He  was  wounded  at  Antietam,  and  endured  all  the 
hardships  of  army  life.  After  his  marriage  Mr, 
Foster  engaged  in  business  as  a coal  dealer  in 
Thompson  for  many  years.  He  died  in  1891,  leav- 
ing a wife  and  one  daughter,  Capatola,  who  died 
when  a young  lady,  in  March,  1894.  Mrs.  Foster 
still  resides  at  her  home  in  Thompson.  (3)  Del- 
phine,  born  in  December,  1845,  was  educated  in  the 
village  schools  of  Thompson,  and  in  1876  married 
Charles  Casterline,  of  New  Jersey,  also  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  who  now  has  charge  of  the  old 
Wrighter  homestead,  which  he  successfully  man- 
ages for  our  subject. 

Politically  Mr.  Wrighter  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  religiously  he  and  his  fam- 
ily are  members  of  Protestant  Churches,  and  are 
worthy,  consistent  Christians,  highly  respected  by 
all  who  known  them. 

GARDNER  C.  HOWELL,  the  genial  and  pop- 
ular postmaster  at  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, is  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Vail  & How- 
ell, editors  and  proprietors  of  the  New  Milford  Ad- 
vertiser.  This  well  known  paper  has  a circulation 
of  1,800,  and  as  its  patrons  number  many  of  the 
best  citizens  of  the  locality,  its  influence  upon  the 
community  is  marked. 

Mr.  Howell  was  born  April  3,  i860,  in  Har- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  in  the  pa- 
ternal line  is  descended  from  an  old  and  honored 
family  of  Holland,  his  great-great-grandfather.  Cut- 
lip  Plowed,  having  been  a nobleman  of  that  country. 
His  great-grandparents,  John  and  Deborah  (Gar- 
rison) Howell,  passed  their  lives  in  Orange  county, 
New  York. 

John  Calvin.  Howell,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  1822,  in  Crawford,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Frear,  a native  of 
the  same  county.  In  1857  they  removed  to  this 
section,  locating  in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  in  1869  they  settled  in  New  Milford 
township.  The  father  at  present  resides  with  his 
son  in  New  Milford,  the  mother  having  passed  into 
the  eternal  sleep  at  her  home  in  Binghamton  January 
22,  1900.  They  had  a large  family,  but  the  first 
three  children  died  in  infancy;  Alice  is  the  wife  of 
William  T.  Worrall,  a railway  engineer  at  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Ira  is  a tanner  at  New  Milford;  Gard- 
ner C.  was  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; Alma  is  the 
wife  of  Rice  Cleveland,  of  Binghamton,  New  York. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farming,  but  his 
spare  time  was  devoted  to  studying  in  preparation 
for  more  congenial  work.  He  nearly  .completed 
the  course  in  the  New  Milford  High  School,  and  in 
April,  1880,  entered  the  office  of  the  Advertiser, 
then  owned  by  A ail  & Brown.  He  has  ever  since 
been  connected  with  that  paper,  with  the  exception 
of  three  months  spent  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  work- 
ing on  a Greenback  paper,  the  Montrose  Messenger, 
and  nine  months  at  Bingnamton,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
Binghamton  Republican.  In  1886  he  purchased  the 
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Advertiser,  in  partnership  with  James  S.  Hayden, 
but  three  years  later  C.  S.  Vail,  one  of  the  former 
proprietors,  returned  from  the  West  and  repurchased 
Mr.  Hayden’s  interest,  and  has  since  continued  the 
business  with  our  subject.  In  politics  Mr.  Howell 
is  a stanch  Republican,  and  takes  a prominent  part 
in  local  affairs.  In  1897  he  was  appointed  post- 
master, since  1892  has  been  a school  director,  and 
for  six  years  served  as  an  auditor  of  the  borough. 
Socially  he  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed,  and 
he  is  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  St. 
Mark’s  Church. 

In  September,  1882,  Mr.  Howell  was  married, 
at  New  Milford,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Vail,  and  they 
have  two  children : Beatrice  and  Reuben  V.  Mrs. 
Howell  is  a native  of  New  Milford,  and  a daughter 
of  the  late  Reuben  C.  Vail  and  his  wife,  Martha 
Ann  (Roberts),  who  in  1857  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  from  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  the  Vail 
family  has  been  well  known  from  Colonial  times. 

CHARLES  RISLEY,  a successful  agricultur- 
ist who  owns  and  operates  a good  farm  in  Jessup 
township,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Susquehanna 
county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Dimock  township, 
March  4,  1840.  His  parents,  Proctor  and  Sally 
(Shelp)  Risley,  were  also  natives  of  the  same  coun- 
tv, where  the  father  followed  farming  throughout 
life.  He  died  in  1869,  aged  sixty-two  years,  the 
mother  in  1874,  aged  sixty-seven,  and  the  remains 
of  both  were  interred  in  Bertholf  cemetery,  Jessup 
township.  The  children  born  to  them  were  James, 
a farmer  of  Lawsville,  Penn. ; Caroline,  deceased 
wife  of  Lorenzo  Stone ; Bernice,  deceased ; Elea- 
nora,  deceased  wife  of  Ezekiel  Oaks ; Peter,  de- 
ceased ; Henry,  a farmer  of  Dimock  township ; 
Charles,  our  subject;  Andrew,  deceased;  and  Erne- 
line,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

During  his  minority  Charles  Risley  remained 
with  his  parents,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm, 
and  attending  the  local  schools  when  his  services 
were  not  needed  at  home.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  commenced  working  for  neighboring  farmers, 
and  in  1878  purchased  his  present  farm  from  Hon. 
J.  B.  McCollum,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  which  place  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention 
with  marked  success.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
is  a pronounced  Republican,  and  for  the  past  nine 
years  he  has  most  creditably  and  acceptably  filled 
the  office  of  poormaster  in  his  township. 

On  January  18,  1883,  in  Dimock  township,  Mr. 
Risley  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma 
Vanover,  and  five  children  bless  this  union:  Fred- 
erick A.,  Bessie,  Walter  V.,  Mark  H.  and  Helen 
G.  Mrs.  Risley  was  born  in  Rush  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  January  28,  i860,  a daughter  of 
Abram  C.  and  Aner  (Mullison)  Vanover,  who  were 
natives  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  respectively,  and  were  married  in  the  lat- 
ter county,  whence  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
m 1859,  locating  in  Rush  township.  After  making 


their  home  there  for  about  twenty  years  they  re- 
moved to  Dimock -township,  where  the  father  died 
January  9,  1894,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and  was 
buried  at  Jersey  Hill,  Auburn  township.  The  moth- 
er now  resides  in  Rush  township,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven,  the  present  wife  of  John  M.  Hibbard.  The 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vanover  were  Emma, 
wife  of  our  subject ; Ella  A.,  wife  of  Elmer  Wandell, 
a farmer  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Eunice,  deceased 
wife  of  George  L.  Ming;  and  Cora,  formerly  a 
school  teacher  of  Rush  township,  now  the  wife  of 
L.  L.  Owen,  of  Lynn.  The  father  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Esther  Crone,  who  died 
leaving  twTo  children:  Jacob  C.,  a carpenter  of 

Washington,  N.  J. ; and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Louis 
Scaden,  of  New  "jersey.  The  mother,  now  Mrs. 
Hibbard,  is  a daughter  of  Reuben  and  Anna  (Car- 
ver) Mullison,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  died 
in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  Mr.  Mullison  had 
carried  on  operations  as  a farmer  and  lumberman. 
Mrs.  Risley ’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Henry 
and  Hannah  (Chandler)  Vanover,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
thence  removed  to  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  where 
both  died. 

ROBERT  J.  ELLIS,  a prominent  resident  of 
South  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  was  identified 
for  many  years  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
that  locality,  but  is  now  living  in  retirement. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  born  May  7,  1833,  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  son  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Edward)  Ellis, 
natives  of  Wales,  who  came  to  America  early  in  life, 
their  marriage  occurring  in  Brooklyn.  In  1825 
they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  in  Clif- 
ford township,  and  clearing  and  improving  a home- 
stead in  the  wilderness.  The  father,  who  followed 
farming  throughout  his  life,  died  in  1861,  aged 
sixty-eight  years,  and  the  mother  died  in  1882  aged 
eighty- four.  They  were  devout  members  of  the 
Welsh  Congregational  Church,  and  their  remains 
now  rest  in  the  AVelsh  cemetery  in  Clifford  town- 
ship. They  had  four  children : Ellen,  widow  of 

Samuel  Owens,  resides  in  Clifford  township;  Fran- 
cis died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  vears ; Robert  J. 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  and  Jane  died  aged 
seven  years. 

Until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  our  subject 
remained  with  his  parents,  and  he  then  spent  three 
years  in  New  York  State,  working  among  farmers. 
Having  decided  to  learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  for  three  years  with  Ab- 
igner  Lewis,  of  South  Gibson,  and  after  working  a 
few  months  as  a journeyman  with  David  Maxon 
he  built  a shop  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  carried  on 
the  business  for  fifteen  years.  Later  he  engaged  in 
farming,  first  in  Clifford  township,  and  later  at 
South  Gibson,  where  he  located  in  1872,  and  while 
in  active  business  he  gave  much  attention  to  dealing 
in  cattle  and  sheep,  sending  the  former  to  the  mar- 
kets of  Philadelphia,  and  the  latter  to  New  York 
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City.  At  one  time  he  was  also  interested  in  buying 
wool  at  South  Gibson.  As  a good  citizen  he  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  being  one  of  the 
leading  advisers  in  the  local  Republican  organiza- 
tion, and  he  served  two  terms,  from  1875  to  1880, 
and  from  1890  to  1895,  as  justice  of  the  peace  at 
South  Gibson. 

In  January,  1855,  Mr.  Ellis  was  married  at 
South  Gibson  to  Miss  Mary  Bennett,  but  no  children 
have  blessed  the  union.  Mrs.  Ellis,  who  is  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community  where  she  resides,  was 
born  April  1,  1837,  in  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  daughter  of  James  Bennett,  and 
granddaughter  of  Levi  and  Lydia  (Belcher)  Ben- 
nett, of  Gibson  township.  Her  father,  who  now  re- 
sides in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  January  26,  1811,  in  Susquehanna  county.  He 
married  Julia  Sweet,  a native  of  the  same  county, 
who  was  born  in  1809,  and  died  in  1891,  her  re- 
mains being  interred  in  the  Manzer  burying-ground, 
in  Gibson.  The  family  is  identified  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  both  parents  having  united  with  that  So- 
ciety many  years  ago.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Edwin,  who  died  in  Gibson  township,  in 

1870;  Levi,  a farmer  in  Gibson  township;  William, 
who  died  in  Gibson  township,  in  1863,  with  black 
fever;  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  John,  a farmer 
in  Gibson  township ; Sarah,  who  married  Isaac 
Morgan,  of  Uniondale,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Clif- 
ford, in  1897;  Alvira,  who  married  Maurice  Davis, 
a blacksmith,  at  Uniondale,  Penn.;  Amanda  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Merwin  Taft;  and  Almeda, 
wife  of  Dennis  Card,  of  Uniondale,  Pennsylvania. 

CLARINGTON  W.  CATERSON,  M.  D.  Not 
by  gift  or  purchase,  or  by  influence,  can  one  rise  in 
the  medical  profession,  but  solely  by  merit  must  he 
gain  his  reputation,  his  ability  winning  him  great- 
ness and  enabling  him  to  pass  on  the  highway  of 
life  many  who  perhaps  had  accomplished  a part  of 
the  journey  ere  he  started  out.  Although  Dr.  Cater- 
son  is  comparatively  a young  man,  he  has  already 
gained  an  enviable  reputation  among  his  profes- 
sional brethren,  and  has  built  up  an  excellent  prac- 
tice in  and  around  Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna 
county. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  June  9,  1867,  and  is  a son  of 
John  M.  and  Oliva  (Appleman)  Caterson,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  the  same  township,  born  February 
12,  1841,  the  latter  of  Buttzville,  Warren  Co.,  N. 
J.,  born  August  29,  1841.  They  are  now  honored 
and  highiy-respected  citizens  of  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  the  father,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  farmers  of  his  commun- 
ity, having  often  been  called  upon  to  fill  local  offices 
of  trust.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  worthy  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  Two  children  were  born  to 
them:  Clarington  W.,  subject  of  this  review;  and 

Sally  May,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 


The  Doctor's  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and 
Anna  (Stevens)  Caterson,  the  former  a native  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  America  in  childhood,  the  lat- 
ter born  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county.  His 
maternal  grandparents,  William  and  Rebecca  (Bid- 
dleman)  Appleman,  were  born  February  5,  1800, 
and  June  22,  1809,  respectively,  and  lived  at  Buttz- 
ville, N.  J.  He  served  many  years  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  held  held  many  offices  of  trust. 

Dr.  Caterson  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
and  obtained  his  literary  education  in  the  local 
schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  entered  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  where  he  continued 
his  studies  from  1887  until  1891,  graduating  in  the 
latter  year.  After  looking  about  him  for  a suitable 
location  he  decided  on  Franklin  Forks,  and  opened 
an  office  at  that  place,  where  he  now  enjoys  an  ex- 
cellent patronage.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
is  a Republican,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  a 
prominent  position  in  the  social  circles  of  the  com- 
munity. 

On  November  23,  1892,  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  Dr.  Caterson  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  A.  Boothe,  by 
whom  he  has  one  son,  Robert  J.,  born  November 
30,  1895.  Mrs.  Caterson  was  born  in  Forest  Lake 
township,  October  10,  1869,  and  is  one  of  five  chil- 
dren born  to  Robert  and  Lucy  M.  (McFall)  Boothe, 
George  H.,  Lizzie  A.,  Daisy  M.,  Marion  M.  and 
William  R.  Bier  father  was  born  in  Derbyshire, 
England,  and  when  a child  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  liis  parents,  taking  up  his  residence  in 
Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  the  mother,  a native  of  Bethlehem,  Penn., 
also  located  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  having 
removed  hither  with  her  parents.  Mr.  Boothe 
operated  a sawmill  and  became  a man  of  prominence 
in  his  community,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  fifteen  years  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  the  general  public.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1900,  he  was  re-elected  for  another  term. 

HON.  EVERETT  HORNBECK,  who  for  a 
number  of  years  has  been  one  of  the  most  prominent 
figures  in  public  life  in  Pike  county,  and,  indeed,  in 
this  part  of  Pennsylvania,  is  a member  of  one  of 
the  old  families  of  the  region  where  he  has  passed 
his  entire  life,  and  was  born  September  29,  1840, 
in  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Eliza  Ann  (Hetzel)  Hornbeck.  The  parents  were 
also  natives  of  the  county,  born  April  13,  1808,  in 
Lehman  township,  and  B'ebruary  2,  1820,  in  Del- 
aware township,  respectively.  They  were  married 
May  6,  1838,  and  became  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, viz. : Obadiah,  Everett,  Myron,  Marsena, 

Martha,  Jacob,  John  P.,  Isaiah  and  William  B.  The 
father  died  November  25,  1881,  the  mother  October 
11,  1865,  both  in  Delaware  township,  and  their  re- 
mains rest  in  the  Delaware  township  cemetery. 

Everett  Hornbeck  grew  to  manhood  on  the  par- 
ental homestead,  remaining  there  until  the  year  he  at- 
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tained  his  majority,  when  he  associated  himself  in  the 
mercantile  business  with  A.  S.  Dingman,  of  Ding- 
man’s  Ferry,  with  whom  he  continued  for  three  years. 
From  that  time  until  1873  he  resided  on  a farm  in 
Lehmay  township,  in  the  year  last  mentioned  pur- 
chasing and  removing  to  the  old  Hornbeck  home- 
stead, which  he  occupied  until  1883,  when  he  again 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Dingman’s 
Ferry.  He  continued  in  that  line  successfully  until 
1896",  when  he  sold  out  to  J.  B.  Westbrook  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Philadelphia,  where  he  now  has  his  tem- 
porary residence,  being  employed  in  the  government 
mint  in  that  city,  in  which  he  holds  the  position  of 
foreman  in  the  shipping  department.  From  early 
manhood  Mr.  Hornbeck  has  been  well  known  in 
public  circles  in  Pike  and  the  surrounding  counties, 
and  he  has  been  chosen  to  serve  in  numerous  local 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  the  gift  of  his 
loyal  and  admiring  fellow  citizens,  whose  faith  in 
his  abilities  has  only  been  strengthened  by  the  cap- 
able manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties 
imposed  upon  him.  For  eight  years  he  acted  as 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Lehman  township,  resigning 
from  the  office  in  1881  to  accept  that  of  associate 
judge  of  Pike  county,  being  re-elected  to  the  latter 
incumbency  in  1886,  for  another  term  of  five  years, 
which  he  filled  with  characteristic  faithfulness  and 
attention  to  duty.  It  is  hardly  necessary,  perhaps, 
to  say  that  Mr.  Hornbeck  has  ahvays  kept  pace 
with  the  most  progressive  citizens  of  this  section, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  popular 
men  in  political  circles  here.  In  1892  he  received 
the  nomination  for  Congress  from  Pike  county, 
though  he  was  defeated  in  the  other  counties  in  the 
District.  His  political  sympathies  are  with  the 
Democratic  party.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order. 

On  December  13,  i860,  Mr.  Hornbeck  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage,  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  to  Miss  Susan 
Westbrook,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  township, 
Pike  county,  daughter  of  Jacob  B.  Westbrook,  and 
six  children  blessed  this  union,  namely : Harvey, 

a decorator,  of  Philadelphia,  who  married  Mary 
Brisco;  Frank,  a feed  merchant  at  East  Branch,  N. 
Y.,  who  married  Stella  Arnst ; Allen  W.,  who  is 
mentioned  below ; Anna,  wife  of  J.  E.  Darragh,  a 
miller  of  Dingman’s  Ferry;  Frazier,  unmarried, 
who  is  in  business  with  his  brother  Frank,  at  East 
Branch,  N.  Y. ; and  Ross,  who  is  a bookkeeper  in 
Philadelphia. 

Allen  W.  Hornbeck  was  born  July  28,  1873, 
in  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  and  was  reared 
in  the  county  of  his  birth,  remaining  under  the  par- 
ental roof  until  his  marriage,  after  which  he  went  to 
Jersey  City,  where  he  was  employed  for  a year  by 
fhe  United  States  Express  Company  as  clerk  in  the 
auditor’s  department.  Returning  home  he  took 
charge  of  the  family  homestead  for  two  years,  and 
subsequentlv  for  one  year  he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  in  Egypt  Mills,  thence  coming  to 
his  present  location  in  Dingman’s  Ferry,  where  he 


has  carried  on  business  successfully  ever  since, 
building  the  store  which  he  occupies.  Like  his  fa- 
ther, he  has  been  quite  active  in  local  politics  as  a 
loyal  worker  for  the  interests  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  has  served  as  auditor  and  member  of 
the  election  board  in  Lehman  township. 

On  February  6,  1892,  Mr.  Hornbeck  was  mar- 
ried, at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Margaret  F. 
Gilmore,  who  was  born  March  26,  1871,  in  Corey, 
Penn.,  daughter  of  John  and  Jessie  Gilmore,  resi- 
dents of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county.  Three 
sons  have  been  born  to  this  union — Leon  C.,  Har- 
old E.  and  A.  Roy.  Mr.  Hornbeck  is,  in  fraternal 
affiliation,  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

ADDISON  LEARN  is  the  senior  member  of 
the  well-known  firm  of  Learn  & Waas,  leading  mer- 
chants of  Tannersville,  Monroe  county.  Thorough- 
ness and  persistency  have  characterized  his  entire 
business  career,  and  have  been  supplemented  by 
careful  attention  to  details  . and  by  honorable, 
straightforward  effort,  that  has  gained  him  a most 
excellent  and  enviable  reputation. 

Mr.  Learn  belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  the  county.  His  grandfather,  Andrew 
Learn,  was  born  in  Hamilton  township,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  married  Susanna  Ivresge. 
Later  he  moved  to  Poeono  township,  where  in  time 
he  purchased  180  acres  of  land,  nearly  all  of  which 
was  covered  with  a heavy  growth  of  timber,  but 
before  his  death  he  cleared  about  140  acres.  He 
followed  farming-  throughout  life,  and  died  upon 
the  Poeono  farm.  His  children  were  Elizabeth,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; Philip,  who  mar- 
ried Margaret  Workeiser,  and  engaged  in  farming 
in  Poeono  township;  Sally  Ann,  wife  of  Joseph 
Singer,  of  the  same  township ; Adam,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  soon  after  reach- 
ing' home,  from  the  effects  of  his  incarceration  in 
Libby  prison;  Mary,  wife  of  Jerome  Heller,  of 
Stroudsburg;  and  David,  father  of  our  subject. 

David  Learn  was  born  in  Poeono  township. 
November  26,  1840,  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  and. 
operates,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  In  connec- 
tion with  general  farming  he  has  engaged  in  lum- 
bering on  a small  scale.  He  is  a stanch  Democrat 
in  politics,  and  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the 
capacity  of  judge  and  inspector  of  elections,  and 
as  overseer  of  the  poor.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  American  Protective  Association,  and  re- 
ligiously both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  is  now  serving  as 
elder.  He  married  Miss  Anna  Miller,  who  was 
born  December  25,  1842,  and  they  have  become  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Addison,  our  subject;  Hat- 
tie, deceased  wife  of  Elmer  Warner,  of  Poeono 
township ; Katie,  wife  of  George  Mader,  a farmer 
of  Poeono  township;  Franklin,  who  married  Net- 
tie Edinger,  and  lives  at  Fortyfort,  Penn. ; and 
Iveturah  and  Alfred,  both  at  home. 

Manasseh  Miller,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Hamilton  township,  Mon- 
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roe  county,  April  25,  1812,  and  died  April  23,  1898. 
During  his  youth  he  learned  the  harnessmaker's 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years  in  his  na- 
tive township,  and  then  removed  to  Pocono  town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  a dozen  or  more  tracts  of 
land,  both  farming  and  wood  land.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  hotel-keeping,  har- 
nessmaking and  blacksmithing,  at  Tannersville. 
The  hotel  proved  a paying  investment,  as  it  was 
liberally  patronized,  especially  by  drovers,  and  dur- 
ing the  fifty-two  years  he  engaged  in  that  business 
he  never  touched  a drop  of  liquor.  He  was  a man  of 
good  moral  character,  and  was  widely  and  favora- 
bly known  throughout  this  section  of  the  State. 
He  was  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  very  de- 
cided in  his  opinions.  In  Pocono  township  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriette  Burrett,  daughter  of  Gideon 
Burrett.  She  is  a native  of  Monroe  county,  and  is 
still  living.  Children  were  born  to  this  union  as 
follows:  Mary;  Anna,  mother  of  our  subject;  Gid- 
eon. who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ; Maur- 
ice, a resident  of  Tannersville ; Simon,  who  mar- 
ried Alar)-  Anglemover,  a daughter  of  Adam  Angle- 
mover,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Paradise  town- 
ship, Monroe  county  ; David,  deceased  ; Emma,  wife 
of  A1  Green,  of  Pen  Argyl,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn. ; Marietta,  who  married  D.  W.  Bowman,  of 
Mt.  Pocono,  and  died  in  1897;  Alice,  at  home  with 
her  mother;  W.  S.,  a resident  of  Tannersville;  Jo- 
seph, at  home ; and  Ella,  wife  of  Wilson  Loux,  of 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania. 

Addison  Learn  was  born  in  Pocono  township, 
Monroe  county,  April  8,  1866,  and  received  a com- 
mon-school education.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  he  began  farming  for  himself,  and  on  attain- 
ing his  majority  entered  a store  at  Tannersville, 
where  he  engaged  in  clerking  for  three  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  obtained  a good  practical  knowl- 
edge of  business  methods.  He  then  bought  out  his 
employer,  and  has  since  carried  on  business  as  a 
general  merchant.  In  1897  Charles  Waas  became 
a member  of  the  firm,  and  the  business  has  since 
been  conducted  under  the  firm  style  of  Learn  & 
M aas.  They  carry  a large  and  complete  assortment 
of  general  merchandise,  and  receive  a liberal  pat- 
ronage from  the  public.  Besides  his  village  prop- 
erty our  subject  owns  a half-interest  in  sixty  acres 
of  timber  and  farming  land. 

At  Tannersville,  July  26,  1890,  Mr.  Learn  was 
married,  by  Rev.  George  B.  Smith,  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Waas,  a native 
of  Pocono  township,  and  they  have  two  children : 
Lillian  A.,  born  May  11,  1894;  and  George  A.,  born 
April  13,  1898.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Learn  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church ; socially  he  is  a charter 
member  of  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  Camp  No.  473,  and  on 
May  16,  1895,  became  a charter  member  of  Odd 
•Fellows  Lodge  No.  1086.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  has  served  on  the 
election  board  and  as  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  was 
elected  township  auditor,  but  refused  to  qualify. 
He  takes  a deep  interest  in  everything  pertaining 


to  the  public  welfare  of  the  town,  and  withholds  his 
support  from  no  enterprise  calculated  to  prove  of 
public  benefit. 

George  Waas,  father  of  Mrs.  Addison  Learn, 
was  born  in  Hessen,  Germany.  He  was  a tinsmith 
by  trade,  following  same  until  he  came  to  America, 
in  1852,  after  which  he  worked  as  day  laborer,  a 
part  of  the  time  for  Stephen  Kistler,  in  the  tannery. 
He  continued  thus  until  1856,  when  he  bought  a 
farm  in  Pocono  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
he  has  followed  farming  ever  since.  In  1856  he 
married  Miss  Catherine  Miller,  who  was  born  in 
Naussen,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in  1852, 
and  they  had  seven  children,  one  son  and  six  daugh- 
ters. One  of  the  daughters  is  deceased. 

ALVIN  L.  TITUS.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a representative  citizen  of  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  New  England  families,  and  one  of  the  pio- 
neer families  of,  Susquehanna  county. 

Mr.  Titus  is  the  tenth  in  the  line  of  descent 
from  Robert  Titus,  the  original  emigrant  from 
England  to  America,  viz.:  (1)  Robert  Titus,  (2) 

John  Titus,  (3)  John  Titus,  (4)  John  Titus,  (5) 
Ebenezer  Titus,  (6)  Comfort  Titus,  (7)  Nathaniel 
Titus,  (8)  Charles  B.  Titus,  (9)  Asa  Titus,  (10) 
Alvin  L.  Titus. 

Nathaniel  Titus,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a native  and  lifelong  resident  of  Con- 
necticut. Charles  B.  Titus,  his  son,  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Windham  county, 
Conn.,  in  February,  1786.  He  married  Sarah  Ben- 
nett, who  was  born  November  11,  1783,  and  in 
1830  migrated  to  Abington  township,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  arriving  September  17.  On  March  6, 
1832,  he  settled  with  his  family  in  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  purchasing  a tract  of  112 
acres,  all  wild  land,  and  in  his  lifetime  clearing-  much 
of  it.  He  was  a farmer  throughout  life,  and  died 
in  1864,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  His  wife  died 
in  1863,  aged  eighty  years.  Their  family  was  as 
follows:  (1)  Baker,  born  in  1804,  was  married 

October  31,  1830,  to  Mary  A.  Simons,  and  they 
had  one  child,  who  died  young ; Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Titus  died  September  2,  1835,  and  in  March,  1839, 
he  married  Anna  Cory,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, both  now  deceased.  Baker  Titus  died  Janu- 
ary 13,  1874,  his  wife,  Anna,  May  11,  1882.  (2) 

Noah,  born  in  1807,  1825  married  Lydia  Haw- 

kens,  and  they  had  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are 
still  living.  The  mother  died  in  December,  1849, 
and  a few  years  afterward  Noah  Titus  married 
Christian  Bissett.  They  had  one  child,  who  is  still 
living.  Noah  Titus  died  March  13,  1883.  his 

widow  in  1885.  (3)  Sarah,  born  in  1810,  was 

married,  April  12,  1839,  to  Archibald  Williams,  and 
had  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  Archi- 
bald  Williams  died  April  25,  1843,  Mrs.  Williams 
surviving  until  December  25,  1867.  (4)  Asa, 

father  of  our  subject,  was  next  in  the  family.  (5) 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1816,  died"  young.  (6)  Thur- 
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sey,  born  in  1818,  on  June  12,  1836,  married  La- 
prellet  Fuller,  and  had  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  living.  Mr.  Fuller  died  February  25,  1895. 
(7)  Charles  A.,  born  in  1820,  diea  March  it, 
1838.  (8)  Hiram,  born  in  1823,  died  in  1843.  (9) 

Albert  J.,  born  April  27,  1828,  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Lenox  township.  He  married  Ro- 
sina  C.  Richardson,  and  has  tour  children,  Lucian 
iVL,  Leroy  L.,  Emma  T.  (wife  of  A.  T.  Patrick), 
and  Sylvia  P.  (wife  of  L.  A.  Williams),  ihursey 
and  Albert  J.  are  the  only  survivors  of  the 
family. 

Asa  Titus,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  on  the  Qumebaug  river,  April  7, 
1813,  and  when  a boy  came  with  his  parents  to 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  nineteen  years  old  when 
his  father  settled  in  Lenox  township,  of  which  he 
became  a lifelong  farmer,  and  died  March  2,  1882. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  He  married,  in 
Lenox  township,  Miss  Harriet  Ely,  daughter  of 
Silas  Ely,  and  they  had  one  child,  Alvin  L.,  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of 
O'f  thirty- two  years,  and  for  his  second  wife  Asa 
Titus  married  Eunice  L.  Palmer,  born  May  3,  1819, 
daughter  of  Esek  H.  and  Amy  (Smith)  Palmer. 
Esek  Palmer  was  born  in  December,  1777,  and  died 
October  31,  1861;  his  wife  was  born  March  1, 
1783,  and  died  March  6,  1879,  aged  ninety-six 
years.  By  his  second  wife  Asa  Titus  had  one 
child,  Elmire  P.,  born  September  5,  1862,  who  died 
October  11,  1865. 

Alvin  L.  Titus,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Lenox 
township,  March  9,  1846.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  received  a common-school  education,  fin- 
ishing at  a select  school.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  of  age,  then  spent  one  year  farming  in 
Michigan.  Mr.  Titus  was  married,  February  27, 
1885,  to  Miss  Eva  A.  Miller,  who  was  born  May 
16,  1857,  daughter  of  George  and  Catherine  (Lott) 
Miller,  and  granddaughter  of  William  and  Anne 
(Baker)  Miller,  and  of  Solomon  and  Phoebe 
(Brundage)  Lott.  George  Miller,  her  father,  was 
born  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  died  January  31,  1896,  aged  sixty-two  years. 
His  wife,  Catherine,  a native  -of  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  now  living,  aged  sixty- 
three  years.  To  George  and  Catherine  Miller  were 
born  four  children:  Eva  A.,  wife  of  our  subject; 

Ella,  wife  of  Oliver  Burman,  of  New  Milford ; 
William,  of  Lenoxville ; and  Alice,  wife  of  Henry 
Mecham,  of  Norfolk,  Va.  To1  Alvin  L.  and  Eva 
A.  Titus  has  come  one  child,  Ethel  M.,  born  April 
4,  1886. 

Mr.  Titus  owns  and  occupies  his  father's  farm 
of  ninety-two  acres,  and  is  engaged  in  general  and 
dairy  farming.  Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Grange,  and  Mrs.  Titus  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
M.  E.  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Titus  is  a stanch 
Democrat.  He  has  served  as  school  director  for 
three  years,  and  is  highly  esteemed  throughout  the 
community  of  which  for  so  many  years  he  has  been 
a prominent  and  substantial  member. 


HENRY  MANZER,  retired  farmer  of  South 
Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  comes  of  an  honored 
pioneer  family,  which  for  three-quarters  ot  a cen- 
tury has  been  largely  identified  with  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  that  locality.  He  was  born  De- 
cember 14,  1819,  at  Fly  Creek,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.* 
a son  of  Rev.  Lawrence  and  Mary  (Price)  Man- 
zer,  natives  of  New  York  State  and  Vermont,  re- 
spectively. 

For  three  quarters  of  a century  the  Manzer 
family  of  Gibson  have  been  residents  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  In  the  little  cemetery  on  a beautiful 
knoll  of  the  old  Manzer  homestead,  in  South  Gib- 
son, there  rest  the  remains  of  Rev.  Lawrence  Man- 
zer and  wife,  the  pioneers  of  the  Susquehanna 
branch  of  the  family;  also  the  remains  of  a num- 
ber of  their  children  and  children’s  children,  among 
whom  several  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war.  The 
descendants  of  Lawrence  Manzer  have  been  an  in- 
dustrious and  frugal  people,  who  have  played  well 
their  parts  in  their  pursuits  of  life,  making  good 
citizens  and  members  of  society. 

Rev.  Lawrence  Manzer  was  born  July  5,  1785, 
in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  John  Manzer* 
a farmer  of  Northampton,  N.  Y.  When  a boy 
Lawrence  removed  to  Otsego  county,  and  there,  on 
February  12,  1804,  he  married  Mary  Price,  who 
was  born  April  16,  1787,  in  Vermont,  a daughter  of 
Timothy  Price.  About  the  year  1831  they  migrated 
to  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
whence,  after  a sojourn  of  four  or  five  years,  they 
removed  to  Gibson  township,  in  1836  buying,  of  P. 
Rynearson,  some  200  acres  of  land  on  Tunkhannock 
creek,  in  the  vicinity  of  South  Gibson  village.  This 
included  the  old  John  Collar  improvement.  Col- 
lar had  here  made  one  of  the  earliest  clearings  on 
the  Tunkhannock  within  the  bounds  of  Gibson 
township.  He  came  up  the  mouth  of  the  creek  in 
about  1792,  built  a good  log  house  and  barn,  which 
some  years  ago  were  still  standing',  and  set  out  a 
large  orchard.  He  was  a great  trapper,  and,  it  is 
said,  caught  in  one  season  nine  bears,  in  what  has 
since  been  called  Bear  Swamp.  Mr.  Manzer,  on 
purchasing  this  old  Collar  tract,  made  extensive 
improvements ; he  cleared  land,  erected  comforta- 
ble buildings,  and  in  1843  erected  a sawmill.  Rev. 
Lawrence  Manzer  died  January  3,  1869,  his  wife 
on  November  10,  1872,  and  they  sleep  their  last 
sleep  in  the  old  Manzer  cemetery,  which  occupies 
a portion  of  the  old  home  farm.  Mr.  Manzer  was 
a member  of  the  Old-School  Baptist  Church,  and 
for  many  years  served  as  minister  of  that  denomi- 
nation in  his  neighborhood,  at  the  same  time  fol- 
lowing farming  until  within  a few  years  of  his 
death.  He  deeded  one-half  acre  to  the  Manzer 
family  for  burying  purposes,  which  in  1870  was 
enlarged  by  the  donation  of  two  and  one-half  acres 
by  his  son  Thomas  Manzer,  the  whole  being  in- 
corporated, and  known  as  the  Manzer  or  South 
Gibson  cemetery. 

To  Rev.  Lawrence  and  Mary  Manzer  were 
born  children  as  follows : Mary,  born  January  2,.. 
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1805,  now  deceased,  married  Alonzo  P.  Kinney, 
who  still  survives,  at  upward  of  ninety-four  years 
of  age.  Christopher,  born  May  25,  1807,  married 
Eliza  Potter ; he  bought  and  removed  to  a tract  of 
Coo  acres  of  land  in  the  Fox  River  country,  in  Illi- 
nois, dying  in  Lake  county,  that  State,  December  19, 
1845.  Thomas  J.,  born  March  19,  1809,  died 

January  10,  1826.  Elizabeth,  born  August  23, 
1812,  married  Austin  Benson,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, and  there  died  April  16,  1891.  Timothy,  born 
January  27,  1815,  married  Julia  Gardner,  and  was 
engaged  as  a farmer  in  Lake  county,  111.,  where  he 
died  January  26,  1892.  John  M.,  a farmer  of  New 
Milford,  born  August  17,  1817,  married  (first) 
Julia  A.  Whitney,  and  (second)  Melissa  Wood 
Collum;  he  died  January  22,  1866.  Elenry  is  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch.  Horatio,  born 
March  20,  1822,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township, 
served  as  a soldier  of  Company  D,  50th  P.  V.  1., 
in  the  Civil  war ; he  married  Elizabeth  Payne,  and 
died  in  1893.  Elnora,  born  June  2,  1824,  married 
Bradbury  Mapes.  Thomas  J.,  born  March  26, 
1827,  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  Harriet,  born  Janu- 
ary 15,  1829,  married  Elias  T.  Harding,  a soldier 
of  the  Civil  war,  now  deceased. 

Henry  Manzer  remained  at  home  until  within 
one  year  after  his  marriage,  at  which  time  he  pur- 
chased an  unimproved  farm  of  125  acres  on  Gunn 
Hill,  made  a clearing-  thereon,  and  put  up  a one- 
room  frame  house,  in  which,  before  it  was  finished, 
he  and  his  young  wife  commenced  housekeeping. 
This  primitive  little  building  is  now  owned  by  their 
son  Truman  C.,  by  whom  it  has  been  remodeled 
‘‘up  to  date,”  while  fifty  acres  have  been  added  to 
the  original  purchase.  Air.  Manzer  has  done  quite 
an  extensive  business  in  lumbering. 

On  February  3,  1842,  at  South  Gibson,  Penn., 
Air.  Alanzer  was  united  in  marriage,  by  John  Will- 
iams, Esq.,  with  Aliss  Alindwell  Sparks,  and  the 
following  is  a brief  record  of  their  children : 
Charles  H.,  born  Alarch  31,  1844,  enlisted  for 

service  during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  M,  4th 
Penn.  Cavalry,  and  died  November  22,  1861,  in 
Georgetown  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C.  Alind- 
well C.,  born  June  25,  1845,  is  the  wife  of  Silas 
Howell,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township.  Alary  A., 
born  December  6,  1849,  died  October  23,  1850. 
Truman  C.,  born  April  23,  1852,  is  mentioned  be- 
low. Harriet  E.,  born  May  26,  1856,  died  March 
23,  1859.  In  politics  Henry  Alanzer  is  a stanch 
Republican.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he 
enlisted  in  Company  M,  4th  Penn.  Cavalry,  and 
served  three  years  as  corporal ; was  under  Gen. 
AIcClellan  during  the  campaign  against  Richmond 
in  1862,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Antietam  in 
September,  1862,  and  in  the  fall  of  1863  was  dis- 
charged on  the  field,  owing  to  rheumatism  con- 
tracted in  the  service.  He  is  a member  of  A.  J. 
Roper  Post  No.  452,  G.  A.  R.,  at  South  Gibson, 
of  which  he  is  the  present  commander. 

Airs.  (Rev.)  Alindwell  (Sparks)  Alanzer  was 
born  June  2,  1823,  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  a 
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daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Howe)  Sparks, 
who  were  natives  of  New  York  State  and  Great 
Bend,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  respectively;  both 
died  in  Plainfield,  Wis.,  the  father  in  1889,  the 
mother  in  1887.  They  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty in  1858,  settling  at  Great  Bend,  where  they  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  They  were  good 
Christian  people,  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to  them : 
Amanda  married  Levi  Rodman,  and  died  in  Cali- 
fornia ; Asena  is  also  deceased ; Charity  married 
Chauncey  Davis,  and  died  in  Gibson,  Penn. ; Sarah 
married  Job  Bound,  and  died  in  Wisconsin;  Rev. 
Robert,  a minister  of  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
died  in  Wisconsin;  James  F.  is  a farmer  of  that 
State;  Nancy,  widow  of  William  Wood,  lives  in 
Wisconsin ; Elizabeth,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
John  Blessing;  and  Rev.  Alindwell  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject.  At  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  in  1889,  Airs. 
Manzer  was  licensed  as  an  evangelist  in  the  AI.  E. 
Church,  and  received  her  first  call  to  Red  Rock, 
Susquehanna  county,  but  she  subsequently  left  that 
denomination  for  the  Free  Alethodist.  Before  be- 
ing ordained  she  had  a charge  at  Liberty,  Sullivan 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  for  two  years,  and  she  has  been  en- 
gaged in  local  preaching  for  the  past  ten  years,  has 
officiated  at  some  250  funerals,  and  married  three 
couples.  She  has  in  her  possession  a handsome 
Bible,  which  was  presented  to  her  by  some  of  her 
admirers  in  the  lumber  woods. 

Truman  C.  Manzer,  son  of  Henry  Alanzer, 
received  all  his  education  at  the  common  schools 
of  South  Gibson,  and,  in  the  purest  sense  of  the 
word,  is  a self-made  man.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
for  the  most  part  engaged  in  doing  chores  for  the 
neighbors,  and  cutting  wood  for  the  railroad  com- 
pany. Later  he  opened  a store  at  South  Gibson, 
after  two  years  renting  same  and  building  a larger 
store,  in  which  he  conducted  business  some  six 
months,  and  then  sold  both  building  and  stock. 
Removing  to  Gelatt,  in  the  same  township,  he 
opened  and  for  three  years  operated  a general  store 
there,  also  buying  and  selling  cattle ; then  went  to 
Forest  City,  and  embarked  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, also  conducting  a lumber  yard,  and  building 
and  selling  dwelling  houses,  in  addition  to  which 
he  buys  and  sells  cattle.  Politically  he  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  has  been  postmaster  at  Forest 
City  for  some  years,  having  served  under  Har- 
rison’s administration.  No  one  has  done  more  to 
build  up  the  place,  and  advance  its  social  condition, 
in  fact,  he  is  an  all-round  “rustler,”  kind-hearted 
and  liberal  to  the  poor,  while  no  individual  has  a 
wider  acquaintance  among  the  business  men  of 
northeastern  Pennsylvania.  Socially  he  is  a Free- 
mason. Beginning  at  the  bottom  rung  of  the  lad- 
der, he  is  now  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  the 
county. 

On  April  3,  1881,  Truman  C.  Alanzer  married 
Adda  Alaxon,  and  they  have  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren : Cecil,  born  in  1882,  attending  a military- 
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school  in  New  York  State;  Victor,  born  in  1887, 
attending  school  at  Forest  City;  and  Margaret, 
also  attending  school  at  Forest  City. 

FLETCHER  D.  and  HARVEY  S.  BROWN 
are  worthy  representatives  of  an  old  and  promi- 
nent family  of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  They  are  sons  of  Elisha  and  Maria  (Ben- 
son) Brown,  the  former  born  in  Otsego  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  1809,  the  latter  in  New  Hampshire  in 
1812. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subjects, 
Elisha  Brown,  Sr.,  was  a native  of  Rhode  Island, 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  In  about  1830  he  removed 
with  his  family  from  New  York  to  Jackson  town- 
ship, where  he  spent  his  remaining  years.  He  had 
a family  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : 
(1)  Charles  became  a resident  of  Thompson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  his  death  occur- 
red. (2)  Oranel  married  Harriet  Nve,  and  located 
in  Jackson  township,  where  some  of  his  children 
still  reside.  (3)  Theodocia  married  William  Wit- 
ter, and  died  in  Thompson,  leaving  three  sons — 
Gilbert,  a resident  of  Lenox;  and  Egbert  and  Jud- 
son,  of  Thompson.  (4)  Watts  married  Sallie  Van 
Horn,  and  settled  in  Thompson,  ( 5 ) Caroline  died 
unmarried.  (6)  James  entered  the  Mexican  war 
when  a young  man,  after  which  nothing  definite 
was  ever  heard  of  him.  (7)  Elisha  completes  the 
family. 

In  his  native  county  Elisha  Brown,  Jr.,  was 
reared  and  educated.  He  came  with  his  parents  to 
Susquehanna  county,  and  was  married  in  Jackson 
township.  There  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land, 
which  he  cleared  and  converted  into  a good  farm. 
The  log  house  which  he  erected  thereon  was  his 
home  for  a number  of  years,  but  was  later  replaced 
by  a good  frame  residence.  He  died  upon  that 
place  in  1877,  and  his  worthy  wife,  who  had  shared 
with  him  all  the  hardships  of  their  early  married 
life,  passed  away  in  April,  1899,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.  Both  were  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  their 
earnest  Christian  lives  won  them  many  friends  and 
the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  they  came  in 
contact.  In  his  political  affiliations  the  father  was 
a Democrat.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this  wor- 
thy couple,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are  as  follows:  (1)  Annie,  born  in  July, 

1836,  obtained  a good  education  in  the  Harford 
schools,  and  for  several  terms  engaged  in  teaching 
in  Susquehanna  county.  She  married  Martin  Lan- 
caster, of  Jackson,  and  located  in  Starrucca,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  Her  husband,  who  became  sheriff  of 
that  county,  was  killed  by  a falling  tree  while  driv- 
ing along  a road.  She  died  in  February,  1898. 
Their  only  child,  Evangeline,  is  now  the  wife  of 
James  Nicholas,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  (2)  Cynthia 
A.,  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, in  183S,  married  Rev.  Frank  Larrabee,  of  the 
same  township,  and  they  now  reside  in  Thompson. 
They  have  one  son,  Arthur,  a business  man  of 


Starrucca.  (3)  Fletcher  D.,  our  subject,  is  men- 
tioned below.  (4)  Dorr,  born  in  1842,  still  resides 
on  the  old  homestead.  (5)  Amanda,  born  in  1846, 
was  given  a good  district-school  education,  and  was 
one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  the  county  for  a 
number  of  years.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Ralph 
Howard,  justice  of  the  peace  of  Thompson,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Stella.  (6)  Estella  E., 
born  in  1849,  is  the  wife  of  Judge  Strong,  of  Star- 
rucca, and  is  represented  elsewhere.  (7)  Harvey 
S.  is  mentioned  below.  (8)  Arthur,  born  in  1854, 
married  Kate  Shew,  of  Susquehanna,  and  is  now 
a leading  dairyman  and  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Starrucca.  They  have  four  children,  May,  Allen, 
Juanita  and  Tracy. 

Fletcher  D.  Brown  was  born  in  Jackson 
township,  November  12,  1840,  and  passed  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  on  the  old  homestead,  his  education 
being  acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. Prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  he 
enlisted  during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  F,  179th 
N.  Y.  Y.  I.,  and  took  part  in  a number  of  engage- 
ments, including  the  battle  of  Petersburg.  On  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  honorably  discharged,  and 
returned  to  his  father's  farm.  In  July,  1867,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eva  C.  Carpen- 
ter, of  Ararat,  daughter  of  Rolla  and  Minerva 
(Carlin)  Carpenter.  She  was  born  in  Thompson 
township,  in  1848,  was  well  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict and  select  schools  of  Ararat  and  Gibson,  and 
was  a teacher  in  Susquehanna  county  for  several 
terms.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  three  children, 
namely:  (1)  Ethel  L.,  born  in  Jackson,  in  Feb- 

ruary, 1869,  was  educated  in  the  select  schools  of 
the  county,  and  was  also  a successful  teacher  for 
a number  of  terms.  She  married  L.  M.  Brundage, 
of  Scranton,  by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Jaman  D., 
and  they  reside  in  Jackson.  (2)  Gertrude  M., 
born  in  October,  1871,  has  received  a musical  edu- 
cation, having  been  a student  in  the  schools  of 
Scranton  and  Factoryville.  She  has  taught  music 
for  some  time,  and  is  one  of  the  attractive  young 
ladies  of  her  town.  (3)  Bruce  E.,  born  in  August, 
1877,  was  educated  in  the  home  schools  and  the 
high  school  of  Great  Bend.  When  the  war  broke 
out  between  this  country  and  Spain,  in  1898,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  13th  P.  V.  I.  From  Mt. 
Gretna  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Alger,  Ya.,  later  to 
Camp  Mead,  Harrisburg,  and  from  there  to  Au- 
gusta, Ga.,  where  he  was  finally  discharged,  in 
March,  1899,  having  never  been  called  into  active 
service.  He  is  a young  man  of  sterling  qualities 
and  a favorite  with  his  companions. 

After  his  marriage  Fletcher  D.  Brown  located 
near  his  present  home,  and  upon  the  place  erected 
a new  barn.  Later  he  bought  the  William  Slocum 
farm,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  remodeled  and 
enlarged  the  residence,  and  now  has  one  of  the  neat 
and  tasteful  homes  of  Jackson  township.  Mr. 
Brown  formerly  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but 
has  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party  for 
some  years.  He  is  a member  of  Myron  French 
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Post  No.  512,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Jackson,  and  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  that 
place.  They  began  their  domestic  life  in  rather 
limited  circumstances,  but  by  their  combined 
efforts,  industry  and  economy  they  have  accumu- 
lated a comfortable  property,  and  now  have  one  of 
the  best  homes  in  Jackson  township.  Socially  the 
family  is  one  of  prominence,  and  its  members  are 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  them. 

Harvey  S.  Brown  was  born  in  1853  in  Jack- 
son  township,  and  passed  his  early  life  on  the  home 
farm.  He  received  a thorough  practical  schooling, 
and  for  a number  of  years  during  his  early  man- 
hood followed  teaching  and  clerking,  engaging  as 
a teacher  of  district  schools  in  his  own  town  and  in 
Ararat  for  five  terms.  For  two  and  a half  years 
previous  to  his  marriage  he  clerked  in  the  general 
store  of  H.  M.  Benson,  at  Jackson,  and  for  two 
and  a half  years  after  that  event  was  located  at 
Scranton,  as  billing  clerk  for  the  United  States 
Express  Co.  However,  he  resigned  that  position, 
as  his  mother  wished  him  to  return  home  and  take 
charge  of  the  farm,  and  here  he  has  since  remained. 
He  ranks  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the 
township.  Since  the  home  place  came  under  his 
management  175  acres  have  been  added  to  the 
original  farm,  substantial  barns  and  outbuildings, 
and  a commodious  modern  dwelling,  have  been 
erected,  and  various  changes  made  which  indicate 
that  the  owner  is  a thoroughly  progressive  man  in 
every  respect.  There  are  many  evidences  of  the 
intelligent  and  refined  taste  of  the  owner  in  the 
home,  which  is  supplied  with  every  modern  con- 
venience, and  a telephone  connects  the  house  with 
Starrucca  and  Thompson,  the  line  being  a private 
one  owned  by  the  Browns.  Mr.  Brown's  agricul- 
tural methods  are  fully  in  keeping  with  the  equip- 
ment of  his  place.  He  devotes  considerable  at- 
tention to  dairying,  keeping  fifty  cows.  He  is  a 
Prohibitionist  in  political  sentiment. 

In  1877  Mr.  Brown  married  Miss  H.  Evelyn 
Tewksbury,  of  Jackson,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children,  Bissell  and  Anna.  Mrs. 
Brown  received  her  education  in  the  common  and 
select  schools,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  taught 
eight  years,  in  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut.  Her 
grandparents,  Amos  and  Harriet  H.  (Robinson) 
Tewksbury,  were  natives  of  Vermont,  from  which 
State  they  migrated  to  Pennsylvania  in  an  early 
day,  settling  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  Amos  Tewksbury  passed 
away  in  1864,  his  wife  preceding  him  to  the  grave. 
Their  family  consisted  of  six  children,  namely : 
Nancy,  Mary  Jane,  Benjamin  F.,  Fannie  M.,  Har- 
riet E.  and  Amos  Edgar.  Benjamin  F.  Tewks- 
bury, father  of  Mrs.  Brown,  was  born  in  Brooklyn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  was  a teacher  by  profession.  He 
was  the  second  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
and  the  youngest  man  who  ever  served  in  that  in- 
cumbency, for  he  passed  away  in  i860,  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-seven.  On  March  4,  1853,  he  mar- 


ried Lucy  J.  Benson,  and  they  had  two  children — 
H.  Evelyn,  wife  of  Harvey  S.  Brown;  and  Bayard 
F.,  who  married  Grace  Gordinier,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Wayne  county..  The  mother  re- 
married, her  second  husband  being  George  Wood- 
worth,  of  Norwich,  Connnecticut. 

CHARLES  A.  KRESGE,  justice  of  the  peace, 
is  a prominent  citizen  of  Polk  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  for  many  years  has  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  at  Kresgeville,  although  he  de- 
votes much  of  his  attention  at  present  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  His  enterprise,  ability  and  public 
spirit  have  been  shown  in  many  ways,  and  especially 
in  connection  with  the  educational  interests  of  his 
locality,  his  early  experience  as  a teacher  having 
given  him  a practical  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the 
schools. 

Mr.  Kresge  was  born  August  3,  1848,  in  Polk 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  is  a great-grandson 
of  Conrad  Kresge,  who  came  from  Switzerland  to 
this  section  about  1745.  This  well-known  pioneer 
had  ten  children:  Conrad,  John  (who  was  killed 

by  Indians  when  twelve  years  old  at  Effort,  Penn.), 
William,  George,  Philip,  Jacob,  Abraham,  Mrs. 
John  Sox,  Mrs.  Fred  Noggle,  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Everett. 

George  Kresge,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Polk  (then  Chestnut  Hill)  township, 
Northampton  county,  and  passed  his  life  there  as  a 
farmer  and  innkeeper.  Politically  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, and  for  many  years  was  a leading  member  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  his  neighborhood.  He 
died  in  August,  1853,  aged  seventy-four  years,  and 
his  remains  now  rest  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  ceme- 
tery. By  his  first  wife,  a Miss  Shupp,  he  had  three 
sons,  Philip,  George  and  Samuel.  His  second  wife, 
Catherine  Serfass,  who  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years,  was  a native  of  Polk  town- 
ship, and  a member  of  an  old  pioneer  family  which 
is  mentioned  more  fully  elsewhere.  Their  children 
were:  Thomas,  deceased;  Sallie,  widow  of  John 

Ivunkle,  of  Kresgeville;  David  and  James,  both  de- 
ceased; Joel,  our  subject’s  father;  Reuben,  a resi- 
dent of  Leighton,  Penn. ; and  Catherine,  widow  of 
John  Gregory,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe 
county. 

Joel  Kresge  was  born  January  15,  1823,  in 
what  was  then  Chestnut  Hill  township,  North- 
ampton county,  and  is  now  a highly-esteemed  resi- 
dent of  Kresgeville.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  on  leaving  home,  in  1846,  engaged  in  farming 
in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  on  his  own 
account.  In  1875  he  took  charge  of  the  “Mansion 
House,"  at  Kresgeville,  which  he  conducted  until 
his  retirement  from  business,  in  1892.  In  politics 
he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  for  two  years  he  held 
the  office  of  assessor.  Like  all  of  the  family,  he  is 
identified  with  the  Reformed  Church.  On  Decem- 
ber 16,  1845,  he  was  married,  in  Polk  township, 
to  Miss  Caroline  Huft’smith,  and  the  following 
children  blessed  the  union : Henry,  a traveling 
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salesman,  who  married  Miss  Mary  Serfass,  and 
resides  in  Slatington,  Penn. ; Charles  A.,  our  sub- 
ject; Emeline,  wife  of  James  M.  Berlin,  of  Kresge- 
ville;  and  Tilghman  H.,  unmarried,  who  is  at  pres- 
ent employed  at  Slatington,  Penn.  Mrs.  Caroline 
(Huff smith)  Kresge,  who  was  born  March  27, 
1825,  in  Chestnut  Hill 'township,  Monroe  county, 
died  May  28,  1898,  her  remains  being  interred  in  the 
cemetery  at  Pleasant  Valley.  She  was  a most  es- 
timable woman,  and  was  a member  of  a well-known 
family,  her  parents,  Peter  and  Sally  (Shoemaker) 
Huffsmith,  having  settled  in  Monroe  county  at  an 
early  day,  upon  a farm. 

Our  subject  passed  his  youth  upon  the  home 
farm,  and  received  his  education  at  the  following 
institutions  of  learning:  Union  Seminary,  New 

Berlin,  Union  Co.,  Penn. ; Wyoming  Seminary, 
Kingston,  Penn. ; and  the  Kutztown  State  Normal 
School,  Kutztown,  Penn.,  where  he  spent  three 
terms.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  teach- 
ing, in  which  vocation  he  engaged  successfully, 
being  employed  at  Canadensis,  Pleasant  Valley,  Al- 
brightsville,  Trachsville  (now  Carbon),  Middle 
Creek  and  the  Roth  district.  He  was  also,  engaged 
several  years  in  the  distilling  of  oil  of  wintergreen, 
which  at  that  time  was  a lucrative  business.  In 
1872  he  engaged  in  business  at  Kresgeville  as  a 
merchant,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Berlin,  his 
brother-in-law,  but  after  two  years  retired  from  the 
firm,  and  for  five  years  he  was  actively  interested 
in  farming.  In  1880  he  again  joined  Mr.  Berlin 
in  a mercantile  enterprise  at  Kresgeville,  continu- 
ing until  1891,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming.  Since  1886  he  has  also  been  interested 
in  the  millinery  business,  over  which  his  daughter 
presides.  He  has  also^  taken  keen  interest  in  local 
affairs,  held  the  office  of  township  auditor  for  sev- 
eral terms,  and  for  three  years  served  as  school 
director.  In  1889  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  is  now  serving  a third  term,  having  been 
re-elected  in  1894  and  1899.  His  political  support 
bas  always  been  given  to  the  Democratic  party. 
As  a member  of  the  Salem  Reformed  Church  he  is 
active  in  religious  work,  and  he  and  his  family  are 
much  esteemed  in  social  life. 

On  July  11,  1873,  Mr.  Kresge  was  married, 
at  Lehighton.  Penn.,  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Frantz, whose 
aid  has  been  a marked  factor  in  his  success.  Three, 
children  were  born  to  this  union:  Miss  Cordelia 

C.,  a young  lady  of  fine  artistic  taste  and  business 
ability,  who  has  charge  of  the  millinery  store; 
Arthur  Ii.,  who  is  still  at  home,  and  attending  high 
school;  and  Dayton  W.,  deceased.  Mrs.  Kresge 
was  born  November  17,  1850,  in  Ross  township, 
Monroe  county,  daughter  of  Charles  L.  Frantz,  a 
well-known  farmer,  and  his  wife  Sallie. 

J.  H.  VAN  ETTEN.  The  Van  Etten  family 
traces  its  ancestry  in  this  country  to  Jacob  Janse 
(or  Jansen),  who  prior  to  1664  emigrated  from 
Etten,  in  North  Brabant  Holland,  eight  miles 
west-south-west  from  Breda.  A record  in  the 


First  Reformed  Church  in  the  city  of  Kingston, 
N.  Y.,  states  that  on  January  4,  1665,  Jacob  Jansen 
von  Etten  of  Brabant,  Holland,  was  married  to 
Annetje  Arianse  von  Amsterdam,  widow  of  Aert 
Peterson;  that  on  January  3,  1666,  they  had  a son 
baptized  to  them,  named  Jan  (or  John),  and  that 
on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1668,  they  had  a daugh- 
ter baptized  to  them,  named  Sytie.  In  the  banns, 
published  December  25,  1664,  he  was  described  as 
a young  man  von  Etten  in  Brabant.  As  was  com- 
mon in  those  days,  he  assumed  the  name  of  his 
birthplace  as  his  surname,  affixing  thereto  the 
Dutch  “von,”  meaning  from,  which  was  afterward 
anglicised  to  “van,”  and  he  thus  acquired  the  name 
Van  Etten.  All  of  the  Van  Ettens  in  this  country 
have  descended  from  the  above  named  Jacob  Jan- 
sen von  Etten,  married  in  what  is  now  the  city 
of  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  January  4,  1665,  as  above 
stated.  Following  are  the  names  and  elates  of  bap- 
tism of  the  children  born  of  this  marriage:  Jan, 

January  3,  1666;  Sytie,  March  25,  1668;  Adriaen 
or  Arie,  June  26,  1670;  Petronella,  1675;  Pieter; 
Heiltje,  April  21,  1679;  Emanuel,  December  29, 
1681  ; Tietje,  February  24,  1684;  Jacobus  (Jamesj, 
May  2,  1686;  Gessje,  December  25,  1688. 

Jan  (or  John)  Van  Etten,  son  of  Jacob  Jansen 
von  Etten,  was  married,  in  1692,  to  J annetje, 
daughter  of  Arien  Roosa.  She  was  a granddaugh- 
ter of  Albert  Heymanse  Roosa  and  Weyntje  Al- 
lard, who  came  from  Gelderland,  a province  in 
Holland,  with  their  eight  children,  whose  ages 
ranged  from  two  to  seventeen  years.  The  voyage 
from  Herwijnen,  Gelderland,  being  made  in  the 
good  ship  “Bunta  Koe”  (“Spotted  Cow”).  This 
family  settled  in  Esopus  township,  Ulster  county, 
which  then  embraced  Kingston  and  Hurley,  N.  Y. 
The  father  died  February  27,  1679,  leaving  a good 
estate  to  his  heirs.  Gov.  Peter  Stuyvesant,  who 
gave  the  name  to  Wiltwyck,  in  August,  1664,  ap- 
pointed him  one  of  its  three  Schepens.  He  was  an 
elder  in  the  old  Dutch  Church  of  Kingston,  and 
was  a leading  man  in  his  community. 

Jacob  Van  Etten  (son  of  the  above  Jan  and 
Jannetje  Van  Etten)  was  born  at  Hurley,  Ulster 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  baptized  December  25,  1696,  and  on 
April  22,  1719,  married  Antjen  Westbrook,  daugh- 
ter of  Anthony  Westbrook.  He  probably  removed 
soon  after  to  Morris  county,  N.  J.  In  1745  Will- 
iam Allen,  of  Philadelphia,  conveyed  to  him  a. 
tract  of  land  in  Delaware  township,  then  Bucks 
county,  opposite  Namanoch  Island,  in  the  Delaware 
river. 

Johannes  Van  Etten,  a son  of  Jacob,  was  born 
at  Namanoch,  N.  J.,  in  1732,  and  died  February 
15,  1815.  He  married  (first)  Maria  Gonzales 
and  (second)  Rachel  Williams  (who  was  the- 
widow  of  Daniel  Decker),  who  died  May  2,  1812. 
Johannes  Van  Etten  first  settled  near  Easton, 
Penn.,  for  in  1767,  in  a deed  to  him,  he  is  located 
in  Forks  township,  Northampton  county.  Subse- 
quently he  removed  to  Delaware  township,  now  in 
Pike  county,  and  located  on  land  previously  pur- 
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chased  by  his  father.  He  is  referred  to  as  a cap- 
tain by  his  brother  John,  who  in  a letter,  written 
in  1756  (Pennsylvania  Archives,  Vol.  II,  p.  720), 
mentions  him  as  a captain.  The  letter  is  addressed 
to  Gov.  Morris,  and  details  the  circumstances  of 
Johannes  having  some  conversation  with  Indians, 
during  which  they  attempted  to  lie  to  him  as  to 
where  they  had  come  from,  and  being  charged  with 
falsehood 'attempted  to  escape,  but  were  fired  upon 
by  the  whites  under  his  command,  one  receiving  a 
load  of  swan  shot,  and  another  being  killed.  He 
was  in  the  battle  of  the  Brandywine,  and  fought 
under  Gen.  Anthony  Wayne.  He  commanded  a 
company  at  the  battle  of  Conashaugh,  fought  with 
the  Indians  July  21,  1780,  and  in  the  same  month 
was  commissioned  captain  of  volunteers.  The 
children  of  Johannes  Van  Etten  by  his  second  wife 
were  as  follows:  Daniel,  born  in  1780;  Cornelius 

(grandfather  of  our  subject),  born  December  8, 
1782,  in  Delaware  township,  died  January  22,  i860; 
Solomon,  born  February  12,  1789;  and  Dorothy, 
who  married  John  Lattimore. 

In  1801  Cornelius  Van  Etten  married  Anna 
Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  who  was  born  December 
25,  1777,  and  died  January  23,  1852.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (1)  Rachel,  born  August  4,  1803, 

died  January  7,  1880;  she  married,  November  17, 
1824,  Philip  McCarty,  born  December  23,  1804, 
died  March  24,  1885,  and  their  children  were  Cor- 
nelius, Margaret,  Amanda  and  Jacob,  all  deceased. 
(2)  Solomon  is  more  fully  mentioned  below.  (3) 
Amos,  born  September  25,  1808.  died  October  15, 
1889;  he  married,  December  15,  1841,  Lydia  Caro- 
line Thrall,  of  Milford,  born  June  25,  1818,  died 
December  11,  1898,  and  their  children  were  Edgar 
(general  superintendent  of  the  New  York  Central 
railroad),  Samuel  S.,  John  T.,  Emma  (wife  of  C. 
F.  Van  Inwegen,  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  Port  Jervis),  Amos  (of  Kingston,  N.  Y.), 
and  Anna  Caroline  (who  died  April  11,  1872,  un- 
married). (4)  Mary,  born  January  26,  1811,  died, 
unmarried,  November  20,  1894.  (5  Catherine  Ann, 

born  December  16,  1813,  is  still  living;  she  is  un- 
married. (6)  Robert  K.,  born  May  6,  1816,  died 
August  20,  1899.  He  married  Eliza  Palmer,  who 
died  March  20,  1899,  and  their  children  were  Cor- 
nelius (of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.),  Lydia  A.  (wife  of 
Frank  Singmaster,  of  Wellington,  Iowa),  James 
P.,  John  P.,  and  Hannah  (of  Delaware  township). 
(7)  Margaret,  born  October  19,  1818,  died  Decem- 
ber 29,  1892.  She  married  Benjamin  Cole,  Octo- 
ber 26,  1839,  and  their  children  are  Sarah  Jane, 
wife  of  John  Van  Etten ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  B.  A. 
Westbrook;  Samantha,  wife  of  John  C.  Swart- 
wout ; Mary  Alice,  wife  of  John  T.  Van  Auken ; 
Susan  Ann,  wife  of  Electus  Shimer ; and  George 
N.  (8)  Amanda  W.,  born  May  27,  1822,  married 
Henry  M.  Courtright ; they  had  no  children. 

Solomon  Van  Etten,  father  of  our  subject,  and 
eldest  son  of  Cornelius  Van  Etten,  was  born  May 
18,  1806,  and  died  September  2,  1873.  On  Novem- 
ber 9,  1837,  he  married  Hannah  Mettler,  who  was 


born  December  30,  1812,  and  died  August  31,  1894. 
She  was  a daughter  of  Matthias  and  Mary  (Hix- 
son) Mettler,  natives  of  Hunterdon  county,  N.  J., 
the  former  born  August  25,  1778,  the  latter  No- 
vember 2,  1781.  They  lived  for  some  years  at  Ox- 
ford, N.  J.,  and  then  removed  to  Sandyston  town- 
ship, Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  where  they  died,  the  father 
on  June  23,  1845,  and  the  mother  on  December  23, 
1863.  To  the  union  of  Solomon  and  Hannah 
(Mettler)  Van  Etten  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: William  M. ; Amos  Smith;  John  Hixson, 

our  subject;  Cornelius  Smith,  born  December  13, 
1846,  a physician  residing  in  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y. ; 
Matthias  Mettler,  residing  in  Dover,  N.  J.,  born 
June  5,  1849;  Benjamin  F.,  who  married  Emily 
Ivleinhaus ; and  Anna  Mary.  William  M.,  Amos 
S.,  Benjamin  F.  and  Anna  Mary  are  now  deceased. 

John  Hixson  Van  Etten,  third  son  of  Solo- 
mon Van  Etten,  was  born  October  13,  1843,  in 
Delaware  township.  He  passed  his  early  years  on 
a farm,  attended  district  school,  prepared  for  col- 
lege under  William  Rankin,  at  Chester,  N.  J.,  and 
entering  Williams  College,  in  Massachusetts,  grad- 
uated in  1866.  He  read,  law  with  Hon.  William 
Davis,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Monroe  county  in  May,  1869,  and  to  that  of 
Pike  in  September,  1870.  He  is  a member  of  Mil- 
ford Lodge  No.  344,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  which  he  was 
for  eight  years  Master.  He  was  elected  school 
director  of  the  Independent  school  district  of  Mil- 
ford in  1889,  and  re-elected  in  1892,  serving  six 
years.  He  established  the  Pike  County  Press,  Re- 
publican, November  1,  1895,  and  has  since  been  its 
editor  and  publisher. 

On  October  7,  1874,  Mr.  Van  Etten  married 
Adelaide  J.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Peter  and  Amanda 
(DeCamp)  Kanouse,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  the  following  named  children : Lila 

Barker,  Bessie  Hixson  and  John  DeCamp. 

SETH  S.  MILLER,  M.  D.,  a talented  young 
physician  of  Susquehanna,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
a successful  exponent  of  the  principles  of  Hahne- 
mann, and  already  enjoys  a large  and  lucrative 
clientele,  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Simmons  & 
Miller. 

Dr.  Miller  was  born  at  Susquehanna  June  20, 
1867,  and  is  of  French  descent  in  the  paternal  line. 
His  grandfather  was  a resident  of  Sullivan  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  James  Miller,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  there,  in  early  manhood  com- 
ing to  Susquehanna  county  and  settling  upon  a 
farm  in  New  Milford  township,  where  he  still  re- 
sides. He  is  an  excellent  citizen,  and  in  politics 
is  a stanch  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
married  Eliza  E.  Schoonover,  who  is  of  German 
ancestry,  and  was  born  in  Newark  Valley,  N.  Y., 
and  our  subject  is  the  fourth  child  in  a family  of 
five,  the  others  being:  Loula  M.,  wife  of  H.  W. 
Cobb;  Bertha  A.,  wife  of  Clarence  Shay;  Orlie  A., 
who  married  F.  H.  Potter:  and  Hugh  C.,  the 
youngest,  residing  at  Nineveh,  New  York. 
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Dr.  Miller’s  education  was  begun  in  the  schools 
of  the  Lanesboro  district,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
later  he  attended  Windsor  Academy,  Broome  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  for  a time,  graduating  from  that  insti- 
tution. Having  decided  upon  entering  the  medi- 
cal profession,  he  took  a preparatory  course  in  the 
office  of  his  present  partner,  Dr.  S.  S.  Simmons, 
of  Susquehanna,  and  then  spent  three  years  as  a 
student  in  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Chicago, 
111.,  graduating  in  the  spring  of  1896.  The  usual 
period  of  prospecting  for  a suitable  location  fol- 
lowed, but  he  wisely  concluded  to  settle  down  where 
he  was  well  known,  and  on  June  28,  1897,  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  at  Susquehanna  with  Dr.  Sim- 
mons. Socially  he  is  much  esteemed,  and  he  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Iv.  of  P.,  while  politically  he 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 

During  the  summer  of  1896  the  Doctor  met, 
at  London,  Wis.  (where  he  was  located  for  about 
nine  months),  Miss  Margaret  W.  McVicar,  and 
they  were  married  there  September  28,  1899. 

IRA  MOSS,  a prominent  business  man  of 
New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  New  Milford  Milk  Co.,  and  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  shipping  milk,  wholesale,  to 
dealers  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  While  the 
demands  of  this  rapidly-growing  business  prevent 
him  from  giving  attention  to  other  lines  of  work, 
he  was  formerly  interested  in  agriculture,  and  he 
still  owns  a fine  farm  near  New  Milford, 

Mr.  Moss  comes  of  good  New  England  stock 
in  the  paternal  line,  the  Moss,  of  Morse,  family 
having  settled  in  Connecticut  at  an  early  day.  The 
father  of  our  subject  always  called  himself  Morse, 
though  all  of  his  six  brothers  took  the  name  of 
Moss,  as  do  also  his  children.  Richard  Morse, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  July  4,  1805, 
in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty alone,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  as  a clock  ped- 
dler. He  engaged  in  farming  in  New  Milford,  and 
after  continuing  successfully  for  many  years,  re- 
tired in  the  spring  of  1865,  making  his  home  in 
New  Milford,  where  he  died  October  19,  same 
year,  at  the  age  of  sixty.  From  early  youth  he 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  his  sterling  qualities  of  character  gained  for 
him  the  esteem  of  the  community.  At  times  he 
held  township  offices,  serving  as  supervisor,  assessor 
and  school  director.  On  March  1,  1830,  Mr.  Morse 
married  Fidelia  Ann  Badger,  a native  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  born  April  19,  1810,  who  died  March 
29,  1886,  in  New  Milford.  To  Richard  and  Fi- 
delia Ann  Morse  came  the  following  children : 
Joel  A.,  born  August  5,  1832,  is  a farmer  at  Mis- 
soula, Mont. : he  was  married  September  10, 

1867,  to  Beadie  Moss,  and  they  had  two  sons — 
Charles  Henry  and  Edgar,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  October  31,  1894,  aged  twenty-two  years  and 
two  months.  Henry,  born  October  23,  1833,  is 
a retired  mine  operator  at  Missoula ; on  Novem- 
ber 27,  1871,  he  married  Calista  F.  Morton, 


who  died  April  14,  1896,  aged  nearly  fifty- 
eight  years ; they  had  no  children.  Sabrina,  born 
September  17,  1840,  died  September  9,  1841.  Fred- 
erick Freeman,  born  June  26,  1842,  a tanner  at 
Great  Bend,  now  resides  at  New  Milford;  on  March 
15,  1870,  he  married  Ida  H.  Osman,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children — Richard  Hilan, 
born  January  1,  1871  (who  was  married  Decem- 
ber 12,  1893,  to  Vjrgie  Cook,  and  has  one  son,  Hen- 
ry Harold,  born  November  9,  1894)  ; Mabel  Louise, 
born  November  12,  1873  (who  was  married  April 
12,  1898,  to  Charles  N.  Wood,  and  has  one  son, 
Fred,  born  September  16,  1899)  ; Mary  Grace,  born 
November  11,  1878  (died  September  28,  1883)  ; 
Ray  Winthrop,  born  February  11,  1885  ; and  George 
Eatherly,  born  August  19,  1887.  Ira,  our  subject, 
is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  Lloyd  and  Loyal, 
twins,  were  born  March  20,  1848;  the  former 
died  September  9,  1850,  the  latter  September  17, 
1850. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  17,  1844,  on  the 
homestead  which  he  now  occupies.  As  a boy  he 
became  familiar  with  the  details  of  farm  manage- 
ment, and  at  twenty-seven  he  purchased  the  place 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1893.  In  1891 
he  formed  a partnership  with  L.  W.  Moore,  E.  L. 
Aldrick,  and  William  Van  Cott,  for  disposing  of 
milk  at  wholesale  in  the  markets  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  the  firm  being  since  known  as  the 
New  Milford  Milk  Co.,  and  in  1893  he  removed 
to  the  village,  placing  the  active  management  of  his 
farm  in  other  hands.  He  has  always  been  active 
in  local  affairs,  being  a stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  he  has  held  office  as  school  director  and 
poor  commissioner.  On  April  28,  1897,  he  and  his 
wife  became  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at 
New  Milford,  and  he  is  also  an  influential  worker 
in  the  local  Grange. 


On  December  27,  1864,  Mr.  Moss  was  married, 
at  New  Milford,  to  Miss  Harriet  Mary  Gillespie, 
who  was  born  July  1,  1847,  and  five  children  have 
blessed  the  union : ( 1 ) Anna,  born  September  2, 
1867,  died  October  18,  same  year.  (2)  Belle,  born 
July  21,  1869,  was  married  September  8,  1887,  to 
William  IT.  Van  Cott,  a farmer  of  New  Milford 
township,  and  died  March  24,  1893.  They  had 
three  children — Homer  Moss,  born  November  4, 
1888;  Lucia  Belle,  February  28,  1890;  and  Ira 
Moss,  March  20,  1893.  (3)  Theodore  Norton,  born 
July  26,  1871,  died  December  30,  same  year.  (4) 
Gertrude  Louise,  born  September  14,  1873,  was 
married  August  20,  1896,  to  Edson  Andrew  Benson, 
who  is  principal  of  the  New  Milford  graded  school, 
where  five  teachers  are  engaged.  He  is  a Baptist 
in  religious  connection,  his  wife  a Methodist ; they 
have  no  children.  (5)  Mattie  Gillespie,  born  March 
10,  1875,  died  December  27,  1896, 

The  Gillespie  family,  to  which  Mrs.  Moss 
belongs,  is  well-known  in  this  section,  her  grandpar- 
ents having  come  from  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in 
pioneer  times.  Her  great-grandfather,  Robert  Gil- 
lespie, was  a farmer  in  Orange  county,  and  died  at 
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Newburg,  N.  Y.,  aged  seventy  years.  Jonathan 
Gillespie,  her  grandfather,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Orange  county,  and  was  married  in  early  manhood, 
at  Beemerville,  N.  J.,  to  Leah  Dunning,  a native 
of  that  place.  In  1837  he  removed  to  Susquehanna 
county,  renting  a farm  in  New  Milford  township, 
and  three  years  later  he  purchased  the  Leach  farm, 
near  New  Milford,  where  his  remaining  years  were 
spent.  He  died  in  June,  1840,  aged  forty-five 
years  and  three  months;  his  wife  died  in  January, 
1893,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Harford.  This 
worthy  couple  had  the  following  children:  Susan, 
who  married  Cook  McDowell,  and  died  six  years 
later ; Ann,  widow  of  Charles  L.  Phillips,  of  Branch- 
ville,  N.  J.;  Robert,  father  of  Mrs.  Moss;  Andrew, 
a farmer,  who  died  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  June  29, 
1899,  aged  75  years;  Jane,  wife  of  Thompson  Van 
Fleet,  a retired  farmer  at  New  Milford;  Isaac,  a 
painter,  who  died  at  New  Milford,  April  1,  1896, 
aged  nearly  seventy  years;  John,  a railroad  con- 
ductor, living  at  Altamont,  N.  Y. ; Amanda,  who 
married  Wallace  Barrett,  and  died  in  New  Milford 
township,  April  12,  1873;  and  Carrie,  widow  of 
Wallace  Barrett,  just  mentioned,  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  and  for  many  years  a resident  of  Bing- 
hamton, New  York. 

Robert  Gillespie,  father  of  Mrs,  Moss,  was 
born  June  26,  1822,  in  Crawford  town,  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1837.  He  remained  at  home 
until  his  marriage,  when  he  purchased  the  farm,  a 
tract  of  100  acres,  and  after  operating  it  for  one 
and  one-half  years  rented  it  to  his  brother  Isaac. 
After  spending  two1  years  at  the  home  of  his  father- 
in-law,  Rev.  Jesse  B.  Worden,  he  returned  to  his 
own  homestead,  occupying  same  until  March,  1884, 
when  he  sold  it  and  removed  to  New  Milford.  For 
many  vears  he  was  interested  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness, being  noted  for  excellent  judgment  as  a dealer, 
and  he  has  accumulated  a handsome  competence. 
He  owns  one  farm,  which  he  rents,  but  makes  his 
home  with  our  subject.  In  politics  he  is  a Republi- 
can, and  since  1891  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  New  Milford.  On  October 
16,  1845,  Mr.  Gillespie  was  married,  in  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Martha  E. 
Worden,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children,  Har- 
riet Mary,  Mrs.  Moss,  being  the  eldest ; Theodore 
P.  married  Melissa  L.  Fish,  October  7,  1874,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Lucia  May,  born  January  9, 
1880:  they  reside  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
is'  employed  as  a clerk  in  a hardware  store ; Norton 
Woiden  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Gillespie  was  born 
January  1,1822,  in  Marcellus,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of 
Rev.  Jesse  B.  and  Hannah  (Norton)  Worden.  Her 
father  was  born  July  18,  1787.  in  Richmond,  Wash- 
ington Co.,  R.  I.,  and  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  preached  in  Marcellus  seven- 
teen years;  moved  to  Montrose,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  and  preached  nine  years;  and  thence  to  Jack- 
son,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  lived  until  his 


death,  August  6,  1855.  On  December  26,  1813,  he 
married  Hannah  Norton,  who  was  born  February 
7,  1797,  in  Sangerfield,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
in  Jackson,  July  4,  1849.  This  worthy  couple  had 
five  children. 

WILLIAM  B.  BEAUMONT,  M.  D.,  who 
makes  his  home  at  West  Auburn,  Susquehanna 
county,  enjoys  an  extensive  general  practice  in  that 
region,  though  he  established  himself  there  within 
the  present  decade.  Dr.  Beaumont  is  a native  of 
the  county,  born  February  4,  1865,  at  Ararat,  son 
of  Thomas  and  Adelia  M.  (Peet)  Beaumont. 

Thomas  Beaumont  was  born  January  3,  1841, 
in  England,  and  came  thence  to  the  United  States 
in  1843  with  his  parents,  John  and  Jane  Beaumont, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a woolen  manufacturer 
by  occupation.  They  located  first  at  Montrose, 
Penn.,  where  they  made  their  home  for  several 
years,  removing  thence,  in  1850,  to  Ararat  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  they  built  a log 
cabin  in  the  woods.  For  a number  of  years  John 
Beaumont  went  back  to  Montrose  and  worked  in 
the  factory,  while  his  wife  stayed  and  cared  for  the 
children.  In  1861  he  rented  H.  B.  Ingham’s  fac- 
tory, at  Camptown,  Bradford  county,  and  ran  it 
for  five  years,  doing  considerable  manufacturing, 
and  then,  returning  to  Ararat,  kept  a grocery  at  the 
Summit,  while  the  Jefferson  Branch  railroad  was 
being  built.  At  the  time  he  was  badly  crippled  with 
rheumatism,  and  he  died  in  1883.  Mrs.  Jane  Beau- 
mont, now  eighty  years  old,  is  living  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Amos  Avery,  near  Ararat. 

Thomas  Beaumont  marriecl  Adelia  M.  Peet, 
who  was  born  February  4,  1846,  in  Bradford  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ada  (Baldwin) 
Peet,  the  former  a native  of  England,  the  latter  of 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  Thomas  Peet  came  to 
this  country  in  1829,  when  nine  years  old,  with  his 
father,  Philip  Peet,  who  was  then  a widower,  and 
who  had  left  his  other  child,  George,  in  care  of 
an  aunt  in  England.  This  was  the  voyage  of  the 
famous  shipwreck  mentioned  elsewhere,  and  it  is 
said  that  during  the  shipwreck,  when  other  passen- 
gers were  greatly  alarmed,  this  boy  of  nine  years 
was  sitting  in  the  cabin  quietly  reading  his  Bible. 
His  brother  George  remained  in  England  twenty 
years,  and  on  coming  to  this  country  settled  in  the 
same  locality  with  Thomas,  after  which  the  brothers 
were  never  separated.  Thomas  Peet  was  a man  of 
great  force  of  character,  and  was  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  lived  first  in  Susquehanna 
county,  later  moving  to  Bradford  county,  where  he 
made  a permanent  home,  dying  there  in  1892;  he 
was  a farmer  by  vocation.  His  widow  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Bradford  county.  During  the  Civil  war 
Thomas  Beaumont  was  drafted,  and  served  for  nine 
months  as  a member  of  Company  D,  171st  P.  V.  I., 
being  with  the  regiment  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  Newbern, 
N.  C.,  Mill  Creek,  White  Oak  River,  Pollocksville, 
Blount’s  Creek,  New  Hope  school  house,  Swift 
Creek  Village,  Little  Washington  and  White  House 
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Landing.  After  his  return  from  the  army  he  took 
up  farming,  in  1866  settling  in  Bradford  county, 
where  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  He  has 
also  been  successful  as  an  apiarist.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  three  children,  viz.:  William  B.;  Frank, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; and  Mabel, 
wife  of  Martin  Bramhall,  a carpenter  of  Camptown, 
Pennsylvania. 

William  B.  Beaumont  remained  on  the  home 
farm  up  to  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  receiving  a 
good  practical  education  in  the  schools  of  the  home 
neighborhood.  For  five  years  he  taught  school 
during  the  winter  months.  Entering  the  Susque- 
hanna Collegiate  Institute,  at  Towancla,  in  1884,  he 
graduated  in  the  Latin-Scientific  course,  in  1887, 
having  worked  on  the  farm  summers  and  taught 
one  winter  term  meantime.  In  1888  he  began 
reading  medicine  under  Dr.  P.  H.  Sumner,  of 
Camptown,  Penn.,  after  a year  of  private  study 
entering  the  College  of  Physicians  & Surgeons,  at 
Baltimore,  Md.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1891,  with  honors.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in 
general  practice  in  Susquehanna  county,  residing 
at  West  Auburn,  and  he  has  met  with  flattering 
success  in  his  profession,  building  up  a large  and 
lucrative  practice  by  skill  and  efficiency  in  his  atten- 
tion to  his  patients.  Dr.  Beaumont  keeps  thorough- 
ly abreast  of  the  times  in  his  chosen  calling,  but  he 
has  also  found  time  to  interest  himself  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  in  which  he  has  settled, 
and  he  has  served  as  school  director  since  1896. 
His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Republican 
party. 

On  August  5,  I892,  Dr.  Beaumont  was  mar- 
ried, at  West  Auburn,  to  Miss  Iona  L.  Fuller,  and 
they  have  two  daughters — Ethel  and  Gladys.  Mrs. 
Beaumont  was  born  in  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  daughter  of  Josiah  O.  and  Emma 
(Peet)  Fuller,  prominent  residents  of  West  Au- 
burn, who  are  mentioned  elsewhere.  The  Doctor 
has  one  of  the  most  pleasant  homes  in  Auburn. 

1 HEODORE  H.  BAKER  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Dimock  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  since  earlv  in  the 
present  century  the  family  of  that  name — descend- 
ants of  John  Baker,  a Quaker,  of  Chester  county, 
this  State — have  been  among  the  substantial  and 
useful  men  and  women  of  their  several  localities. 
The  family  was  founded  in  this  country  at  an  early 
day,  by  three  brothers  of  Scottish  birth. 

The  great-grandparents  of  our  subject,  and 
the  progenitors  of  the  family  in  Susquehanna 
county,  were  John  and  Hannah  Baker,  the  former 
a native  of  Chester  county,  Penn. ; she  was  a niece 
of  Daniel  Boone.  Their  son,  Joseph  Baker,  was 
born  June  26,  1768,  in  ChesteV  county,  and  on 
reaching  man’s  estate  was  married  there  to  Eliza- 
beth Baldwin,  who  was  born  in  Chester  county 
May  7,  1769,  daughter  of  William  and  Deborah 
Baldwin.  The  children  born  of  this  union  were: 
John,  born  in  1788,  married  Emily  Johnson,  and 


resided  in  Dimock  township,  living  to  be  over 
eighty-five  years  of  age;  Deborah,  born  in  1790, 
married  Amos  Baldwin,  and  resided  in  Chester 
county,  Penn.;  Hannah,  born  in  1791,  married 
Abraham  Bailey,  of  Dimock  township ; William  was 
born  in  1793;  Mary,  born  in  1794,  married  Levi 
Bailey,  of  Chester  county,  Penn. ; Joseph  was  born 
in  1797:  Eli  was  born  in  1799;  Eliza,  born  in  1801, 
married  Samuel  Woodward,  of  Brooklyn  township; 
Margaret,  born  in  1802,  married  Ezekiel  W.  Har- 
lan,of  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn. ; Julia  was  born  in  1804; 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1806,  married  George  Gates,  of 
Dimock,  who  lived  to  be  eighty-nine  years  of  age ; 
Abeline,  born  in  1810,  married  Urbane  Smith,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Dimock  township;  and  Isaac 
P.  is  referred  to  farther  on.  All  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  except  Deborah,  who  married  and 
settled  in  Chester  county. 

Joseph  Baker  possessed  considerable  wealth, 
owning  valuable  land  on  the  Brandywine,  and  was 
an  active,  go-ahead  and  thorough  business  man, 
owning  and  operating  on  the  Brandywine  river,  in 
Chester  county,  a gristmill,  sawmill  and  nail  works. 
In  1815  he  was  appointed,  by  Gov.  Simon  Snyder, 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  townships  of  East  Fal- 
lowfield,  West  Marlboro  and  Newlin,  Chester 
county,  and  he  held  that  office  until  his  removal 
thence.  All  his  property,  with  his  books,  papers, 
etc.,  was  destroyed  in  the  great  floods  on  the 
Brandywine,  and  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
in  the  spring  of  1822,  bringing  his  family,  with  the 
exception  of  his  eldest  daughter.  He  first  located 
on  the  Boyd  place,  in  Bridgewater  township,  shortly 
afterward  removing  to  Dimock  township,  where 
the  year  previous  he  had  purchased  300  acres  of 
land  at  Dimock  Four  Corners.  He  followed  farm- 
ing here,  and  made  many  improvements  upon  his 
property,  but  a stroke  of  paralysis  several  years 
prior  to  his  death  disabled  him  and  prevented  him 
from  continuing  the  work.  He  passed  away  Janu- 
ary 10,  1873,  his  wife  March  2,  1843,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Judge  Isaac  P.  Baker,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Chester  county,  February  7,  1812,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  was  reared  to 
agriculture  on  the  home  farm.  He  had  very 
limited  educational  advantages,  having  to  walk  sev- 
eral miles  to  attend  school.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  engaged  in  boating  coal  for  one  year,  from 
Mauch  Chunk  to  Philadelphia,  and  often  with  the 
late  Judge  Asa  Parker,  who  was  then  similarly 
occupied.  Returning  to  the  old  homestead,  which 
comprised  106  acres,  he  successfully  operated  same 
for  many  years,  and  in  1837  began  his  career  as  a 
cattle  drover,  buying  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and 
New  York,  and  driving  to  the  eastern  Pennsylva- 
nia markets.  He  continued  to  engage  in  that  busi- 
ness throughout  his  active  life,  always  farming, 
however,  in  connection  therewith,  and  in  1872  re- 
tired from  the  cattle  trade  to  his  farm,  residing 
there  until  1886,  when  he  removed  to  Dimock  Four 
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Corners ; he  continued  to  reside  there  until  his 
death. 

After  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Baker  united 
with  the  Whigs,  and  on  the  organization  of  the 
Repqblican  party  he  became  one  of  its  stanch  sup- 
porters, being  one  of  the  founders  of  the  same  in 
his  locality,  and  heartily  entering  into  the  work  of 
setting  it  out  on  its  mission.  Being  one  of  the 
leading  and  prominent  citizens  of  his  community, 
he  was  honored  with  several  township  offices,  and  in 
1861  he  was  one  of  the  nominees  of  his  party  for 
the  office  of  Associate  Judge,  was  elected,  and  most 
creditably  and  satisfactorily  filled  that  office  for 
five  years,  serving  with  the  late  Judge  Charles  F. 
Read,  of  Montrose.  For  four  years  Judge  Baker 
sat  on  the  Bench  with  Judge  Mercur,  afterward  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State, 
and  for  one  year  with  the  late  Judge  Farris  B. 
Streeter.  Like  his  father  before  him,  Judge  Baker 
was  a most  thorough  and  successful  business  man, 
of  integrity  and  high  character.  Fie  was  self-made, 
influential,  and  highly  respected  in  the  county. 

In  1839  Judge  Baker  was  married,  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  to  Miss  Annis  H.,  daughter  of 
William  Gaylord  and  Elizabeth  ( Carrington ) 

Handrick,  of  Middletown,  Susquehanna  county, 
originally  from  Woodbridge,  Conn.,  who  had  a 
family  of  thirteen  children  ; the  father  died  in  For- 
est Lake.  She  was  born  August  15,  1814,  and  was 
a woman  of  intelligence,  character  and  many 
virtues.  Both  the  Judge  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  he  having  united  with 
same  in  1841,  under  the  preaching  of  the  late  Rev. 
A.  L.  Post.  Judge  Baker  died  May  3,  1888,  and 
his  widow  survived  two  years,  passing  away  in 
1890.  Their  children  were:  (1)  Elizabeth,  born 

in  1842,  married  L.  W.  Hamlin,  of  Hollisterville, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  died  in  1868,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years,  leaving  three  children — Euzelia, 
who  married  Milton  Biesecker,  and  has  one  child, 
Elizabeth;  Harry  B.,  an  attorney  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
who  married  Libia  Pabst ; and  Edward,  an  insur- 
ance agent  at  Wilkes  Barre,  who  married  Bessie 
Allen,  and  has  one  child,  Harris.  (2)  Theodore 
H.,  born  August  9,  1844,  is  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view. (3)  Lillie  A.,  born  in  1847,  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  F.  L.  Hollister,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  two  children,  Elizabeth  and  F.  P. 
(4)  Isabella  E.,  born  in  1851,  died  in  1864.  (5) 

William  J.,  ex-prothonotary  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. lives  in  Montrose. 

Theodore  H.  Baker  was  born  in  Dimock  town- 
ship, where  he  was  reared,  his  education  being  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools.  He  remained  at 
home,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  until  of 
age,  and  then  went  to  Hollisterville,  Penn.,  where 
he  conducted  a store  for  thirteen  years,  being  alone 
for  twelve  years,  and  in  partnership  with  his 
brother-in-law  for  the  remainder  of  the  time.  Sell- 
ing his  property  there,  he  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, and  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  the  past  years  he  has  given  considerable 


attention  to  the  raising  of  sheep  and  dairying,  but 
he  now  makes  a specialty  of  dairying,  keeping 
eighteen  cows  for  that  purpose.  Besides  the  old 
homestead,  comprising  106  acres,  he  has  twenty- 
five  acres  elsewhere  in  Dimock  township.  He  is 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  its 
principles,  and  most  efficiently  served  as  school 
director  for  six  years,  and  while  a resident  of  Hol- 
listerville filled  the  office  of  postmaster  at  that 
place  for  six  years,  resigning  the  incumbency  when 
he  left  the  place.  At  one  time  he  was  a member  of 
the  Grange,  and  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  many  years,  and  with 
the  Masonic  lodge  at  Montrose  for  fifteen  years. 
He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  public-spirited 
citizens  of  his  community,  and  has  ever  cheerfully 
given  his  support  to  any  object  that  tends  to  pub- 
lic development.  His  name  is  a synonym  for  hon- 
orable business  dealing,  and  he  is  always  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  invaluable  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. 

In  Dimock  township  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eugenia  B.  Brush,  who  was 
born  August  6,  1844,  and  they  have  one  son,  Isaac 
P.,  born  June  21,  1872,  who  on  December  16,  1897, 
married  Maud  Miles,  daughter  of  Handrick  C.  and 
Mary  (Allen)  Miles,  and  follows  farming  in 
Dimock  township. 

Lewis  Brush,  Mrs.  Baker’s  father,  was  born 
in  Hanover,  Penn.,  June  6,  1801,  and  in  early  life 
lived  for  a time  in  Great  Bend  and  Harmony  town- 
ships, Susquehanna  county,  removing  to  Dimock 
township  in  1838.  There  he  bought  a tract  of  land- 
and  followed  farming  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
in  1843-44  served  as  a member  of  the  Legislature; 
he  was  also  justice  of  the  peace.  In  Montrose  he 
married  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Williams,  who'  was  born 
June  19,  1806,  and  died  February  22,  1861,  and 
his  death  occurred  July  22,  1866.  In  their 

family  were  nine  children,  namely : Maria,  who 

died  in  infancy;  Dennison,  deceased;  Platt  Ed- 
ward, a surgeon  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  who  is  now  deceased ; Bruce  L.,  a farmer 
of  Elk  Lake,  Penn. ; Helen  M.,  wife  of  T.  B.  Will- 
iams ; Cornelia,  deceased ; Eugenia  B.,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Moselle,  wife  of  H.  A.  Willman,  of  Jermyn, 
Penn. ; and  Jefferson,  deceased.  Mrs.  Baker’s 
paternal  grandparents,  Jonas  and  Tamar  ( Rug- 
gles)  Brush,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  respectively.  Jonas  Brush,  who  was  a man 
of  wide  experience  and  a lover  of  truth  and  justice, 
died  January  30,  1831,  aged  seventy-six  years. 
During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  enlisted.  May  9, 
1775,  in  the  Ninth  Regiment,  under  Capt.  Nehe- 
miah  Beardsley,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
December  11,  of  the  same  year.  His  wife  was  born 
in  1763,  and  died  March  12,  1837.  Mrs.  Baker’s 
maternal  grandfather,  John  Williams,  was  a native 
of  Groton,  Conn.,  and  a son  of  John  and  Theoda 
(Perkins)  Williams,  the  former  born  April  5,  1739, 
and  the  latter  December  6,  1730.  Their  children 
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were  Amey,  Elizabeth,  John,  Michel,  Martha, 
Latham,  Tabitha  and  Lydia.  On  April  n,  1790, 
in  Groton,  Conn.,  John  Williams  married  Prudence 
Palmer,  who  was  born  July  21,  1770,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  thirteen  children:  Fannie, 

wife  of  Nathan  Morgan ; Eunice,  wife  of  Dr.  A.  B, 
Dennison ; Andrew,  who  died  in  infancy ; Maria, 
wife  of  Isaac  LI.  Ross;  John  and  Angelina,  both 
of  whom  died  in  infancy;  John,  who  died  young; 
Palmer,  who  married,  and  lived  in  Pennsylvania ; 
Luke  Anson,  deceased ; Lucy  Ann,  mother  of  Mrs. 
Baker;  Gurdon  D.,  who  lived  in  Pennsylvania,  as 
his  father  came  to  this  State  in  1811  ; Asa,  who  died 
young ; and  George  Denes,  who  lived  in  Corning, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Missouri. 

CHARLES  BOYDEN,  who  has  efficiently 
served  as  treasurer  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Susquehanna 
borough,  is  descended  from  Thomas  Boyden,  one 
of  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  who  came  from  Scotland  to 
America  in  1634,  as  one  of  the  Massachusetts  Col- 
ony. From  this  first  American  ancestor,  who  re- 
mained in  Massachusetts,  came  the  Boydens  of  this 
country,  many  of  whom  remained  in  New  England, 
where  yet  reside  the  posterity  of  Thomas  Boy- 
den to  the  seventh  and  eighth  generations. 

Treasurer  Charles  Boyden  is  in  the  fourth  gen- 
eration from  Elijah  Boyden,  the  line  of  descent 
being  through  Joshua  Boyden  and  Alonzo  Boyden. 
Elijah  Boyden,  a soldier  of  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, was  a resident  of  Buckland,  Mass.,  where  he 
owned  a farm,  and  in  connection  with  agricultural 
pursuits  he  was  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
shoes.  He  married  Polly  Grout.  Joshua  Boyden, 
their  son,  was  born,  reared  and  died  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Buckland,  Mass.  He  married  Laura  Tay- 
lor. Alonzo  Boyden,  son  of  Joshua  Boyden,  and  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  now,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  nearly  ninety,  venerable  and  grand, 
along  with  his  aged  wife,  formerly  Miss  Delilia 
Tillman,  passing  the  evening  of  life  on  the  farm  in 
Oakland  township,  surrounded  by  their  many  chil- 
dren. A sketch  of  their  lives,  with  that  of  the  fam- 
ily history,  appears  elsewhere. 

Charles  Boyden  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  June  17,  1850,  at  Milford,  in  Pike  county.  He 
was  there  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  received 
a common-school  education,  attending  the  schools 
of  Milford,  In  1870,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
young  Boyden  accompanied  the  family  on  their  re- 
moval to  the  farm  in  Oakland,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, upon  which  the  parents  have  since  lived,  and  for 
a period  aided  in  conducting  the  farm.  Later  he 
associated  himself  with  his  brother  George  in  the 
lumber  business  which  they  established  on  the  home- 
stead, there  operating  a sawmill,  manufacturing  all 
kinds  of  lumber.  In  addition  to  this  enterprise, 
which  is  yet  a live  plant,  Charles  Boyden  established 
in  Susquehanna,  along  in  the  early  eighties,  a hard- 
ware store,  in  connection  with  which  business  he 
has  an  extensive  lumber  yard,  handling  sash,  doors, 


blinds,  glass  and  all  kinds  of  building  material.  By 
his  energy,  enterprise,  and  “snap,”  coupled  with 
good  judgment  and  business  ability,  he  has  rapidly 
come  to  the  front,  and  has  taken  rank  with  the 
younger  successful  and  substantial  men  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  A stanch  Republican  in  political 
views,  and  an  influential  worker  in  the  party,  he 
was  in  1893  a formidable  candidate  before  the  Re- 
publican county  convention  for  the  nomination  for 
county  treasurer.  In  1896  he  was  made  the  nom- 
inee of  the  party  for  that  office,  and  his  election  by 
a handsome  majority  followed  in  November  of  the 
same  year.  In  referring  to  his  nomination  at  the 
time  the  Independent  Republican  spoke  of  Mr.  Boy- 
den in  very  complimentary  terms,  and  we  extract 
the  following:  “Charles  Boyden,  of  Susquehanna, 
the  next  treasurer,  is  a prominent  and  popular  busi- 
ness man.  He  is  known  among  his  neighbors  to  be 
an  honest  and  upright  man,  and  they  have  shown 
their  confidence  in  him  on  numerous  occasions  when 
he  has  been  elected  to  positions  of  trust  in  a Demo- 
cratic town.  Mr.  Boyden  is  well  qualified  for  the 
office  of  treasurer  and  the  voters  of  this  county  will 
make  no  mistake  in  polling  an  old-fashioned  ma- 
jority for  Charles  Boyden.”  He  has  most  efficiently 
and  satisfactorily  filled  that  office,  his  term  expir- 
ing December  31,  1899. 

On  October  13,  1883,  Mr.  Boyden  was  mar- 
ried, to  Jennie,  daughter  of  William  Allies,  of  Sus- 
quehanna. Mrs.  Boyden  died  in  1896,  leaving  two 
daughters,  Eva  and  Laura.  In  1898  Mr.  Boyden 
was  married  to  Ada,  daughter  of  George  Miller, 
who  is  master  mechanic  in  the  railroad  shops  at 
Elmira,  New  York. 

MORGAN  SHUTTS  (deceased)  was  a well- 
known  mason  and  farmer  of  Oakland  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  through  the  many  years 
of  his  identification  with  that  county  enjoyed  the 
highest  res,pect  of  his  fellow  citizens  by  reason  of 
his  strict  integrity  and  true  manhood. 

Mr.  Shutts  was  born  in  Maryland,  Otseg‘0  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  October,  1808,  a son  of  Fayette  and  Mar- 
garet Shutts,  of  Otsego  county,  where  they  were 
married  and  made  their  home  for  many  years.  The 
father  finally  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  spent  his  last  days  with  his  sons,  dying  here  in 
1878.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : ( 1 ) Harry 
was  a physician  of  Lanesboro,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  practice  for  a number  of  years  and  there 
died,  leaving  two’  children — John  B.,  still  a resi- 
dent of  Lanesboro ; and  Pauline,  wife  of  John 
Dodge,  of  the  same  place.  (2)  Hannah  married 
Charles  Cross,  of  Illinois,  where  both  died,  leaving 
four  children.  (3)  Edward  B.  went  to  Peoria,  111., 
where  he  married  and  made  his  home  until  his  death. 
His  only  child,  Maria,  married  William  Cottom,  of 
Illinois.  (4)  Elsie  married  Rev.  Joseph  Lewis,  of 
Illinois,  and  they  died  leaving  two  sons,  now  resi- 
dents of  Peoria,  111.  (5)  Morgan,  our  subject,  com- 

pletes this  family.  For  his  second  wife  the  father 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1131 


married  Phoebe  Tyler,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren: (i)  Ruth  first  married  a Mr.  Hoyt,  by  whom 
she  had  one  daughter,  now  deceased,  and  for  her 
second  husband  she  wedded  Allen  Fenn,  of  Wor- 
cester, N.  Y.,  where  he  died  leaving  a daughter,  now 
Mrs.  Anna  E.  Jones.  (2)  Nelson  F.  is  a resident  of 
Starrucca,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren— Burton,  a resident  of  Iowa ; Tyler ; Edward, 
who  was  killed  by  the  cars  in  Missouri,  while  work- 
ing in  that  State ; and  Angelia,  wife  of  George 
Lowrie,  a merchant  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Morgan  Shutts  was  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  for  his  education, 
and  during  his  youth  he  learned  the  mason’s  trade 
there.  In  1831  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Esther  Cromwell,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Vandalenda)  Cromwell,  of  Otsego  county. 
Her  father  spent  his  last  days  in  Canada.  For 
some  years  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shutts 
continued  to  reside  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  but  in 
1839  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  lo- 
cating on  the  farm  in  Oakland  township  where 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  Andrews,  now  resides.  Here 
our  subject  owned  a large  tract,  part  of  which  he 
sold,  and  he  transformed  100  acres  of  wild  land 
into  a rich  and  productive  farm.  Throughout  life  he 
continued  to  work  at  his  trade  in  connection  with 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  his  labors  met  with  ex- 
cellent success.  He  died  upon  his  farm  in  March, 
1894,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  April,  1891,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  They 
led  consistent  Christian  lives,  and  were  devout 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  Mr. 
Shutts  was  a Democrat,  and  he  held  a number  of 
local  offices,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  and 
township  assessor  for  a number  of  years. 

S'ix  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shutts 
namely : ( 1 ) Lewis  E.,  born  in  Otsego  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  1831,  was  reared  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and 
now  resides  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.  He  married  Lucy 
Bushnell,  of  Susquehanna,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Albert  M.,  a resident  of  the  same  place ; and 
Hattie  L.,  wife  of  Samuel  Banker,  of  Nineveh,  N. 
Y.  (2)  Margaret  J.,  born  In  Otsego  county,  in 
October,  1833,  is  the  widow  of  John  Barnes,  of 
Susquehanna,  and  has  two  children,  Eugene  and 
Acie  Phine  (widow  of  William  Payne,  of  Colorado). 
(3)  Elmera,  born  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1838,  received  a good  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  in  1859  married  Lauren  Norton, 
of  Susquehanna  county,  where  they  made  their  home 
for  some  years.  He  died  in  Colorado,  leaving  one 
son,  Morgan  Norton,  who  was  born  in  i860,  edu- 
cated in  the  local  schools  and  has  always  resided  on 
the  old  Shutts  homestead,  successfully  operating 
the  place.  In  1884  he  married  Miss  Verna  L.  Buck- 
lin,  who  wTas  born  and  reared  in  Yates  county,  N. 
Y.  She  was  a true  and  devout  Christian,  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a most  estimable  lady. 
She  died  in  1895,  leaving  three  sons,  Raymond  A., 
born  in  1887,  Ralph  B.,  born  in  1890,  and  Max  E., 


born  in  1892,  all  now  attending  school.  For  her 
second  husband  Mrs.  Norton  married  Ansel  A.  An- 
drews, of  Susquehanna  county,  who  died  in  1897. 
She  now  resides  with  her  only  child,  Morgan  Nort- 
on, on  the  old  homestead.  She  is  a lady  of  culture 
and  refinement,  whose  life  has  been  devoted  to 
charitable  work,  and  she  is  loved  and  respected  bv 
her  neighbors  and  many  friends.  She  and  her  son 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  quite 
prominent  in  Church  circles.  (4)  Raymond  V., 
the  fourth  child  of  Morgan  Shutts,  was  born  in 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1841,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years.  (5)  Williametta,  born  in 
May,  1844,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Oakland  town- 
ship, is  now  the  widow  of  Charles  Bravo,  of  Oak- 
land, who  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Hattie  E., 
wife  of  J.  B.  Femer,  of  Susquehanna  county.  (6) 
Angelia,  born  August  22,  1851,  died  when  a young 
lady. 

SYLVESTER  WESCOTT.  The  life  of  Mr. 
Wescott  has  exemplified  the  truth  of  the  adage  that 
man  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  At  an 
early  age  he  was  thrown  largely  upon  his  own  re- 
sources and  the  strength  of  character  which  the 
early  struggle  for  the  necessities  of  life  developed, 
has  ever  attended  his  successful  career.  Mr.  Wes- 
cott adopted  agriculture  as  his  life  work.  His 
view  of  life  has  not  narrowed  to  the  mere  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil,  for  in  the  affairs  that  relate  to  moral 
and  mental  culture  he  has  ever  been  an  active  and 
prominent  participant,  bestowing  freely  his  time  and 
energies  to  those  causes  which  encourage  human 
purposes. 

Mr.  Wescott  was  born  in  Cortland  county,  N. 
Y.,  January  18,  1835,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Abigail 
Wescott  and  grandson  of  Ephraim  Wescott.  The 
latter,  a native  of  New  England,  married  Freelove 
Stone  and  settled  in  Cranston,  Rhode  Island,  where 
he  died.  His  widow  removed  to  New  York  State 
and  later  to  Abington  township,  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Asel ; 
Gardner;  Zina;  Nathaniel  (father  of  our  subject); 
Susie,  who  married  Clark  Green,  of  Rhode  Island ; 
and  Amy,  who  married  G.  Parker,  of  New  York. 
Nathaniel  Wescott  was  born  at  Cranston,  near 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  there  married  Abigail 
Abbro.  With  his  wife  and  seven  children  he  re- 
moved to  Virgil  township,  Cortland  county,  N.  Y., 
and  later  to  Abington  township,  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.',  near  Waverly  where  he  purchased  a 
farm.  Later  he  lived  for  some  years  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  he  died  in  Wyom- 
ing county,  in  1886,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  The 
children  of  Nathaniel  and  Abigail  Wescott  were  as 
follows:  Arnon,  deceased;  Richmond,  of  Scranton ; 
Mercy,  widow  of  L.  Harrington  and  of  H.  Yeaw,  of 
Rhode  Island ; Hulda,  who  married  G.  C.  Reynolds, 
of  Abington,  Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased ; James,  a 
farmer  of  Wyoming  county;  Roby,  wife  of  M.  Staf- 
ford, of  Cortland  county,  N.  Y. ; Mary  Jane,  who 
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died  young;  Sylvester,  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
Thomas,  a carpenter  of  Blodgett  Mills,  New  York. 

Sylvester  Wescott,  our  subject,  was  seven  years 
of  age,  when,  in  1842,  his  mother  died.  From  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  he  had  to  depend  solely  upon 
his  own  efforts  for  a livelihood.  His  school  ad- 
vantages were  limited,  but  he  was  eager  to  obtain 
an  education  and  cheerfully  worked  for  his  school- 
ing. He  was  married  in  Lenox  township  in  1856 
to  Sarah  Jerauld,  a school  teacher,  daughter  of  Ray 
G.  Jerauld,  a pioneer  of  Luzerne  county  and  later 
a resident  of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  died  in  1881  aged  seventy-eight  years. 
The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Wescott  Dupree 
Jerauld  was  and  emigrant  from  France  and  her 
grandfather,  James  Jerauld  was  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  Rhode  Island.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wescott 
have  been  born  eight  children,  namely : Clara,  of 
Nicholson;  George,  of  Lenox  township;  Ada,  of 
Nicholson;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  B.  Powers,  of  La- 
Plume  ; Arthur,  deceased ; Ralph,  of  Lenox  town- 
ship ; Ernest,  of  Lenox  township ; and  Mabel,  of 
Nicholson. 

Mr.  Wescott  began  married  life  as  the  owner  of 
fifty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Lenox  township.  This  he 
improved  and  upon  the  land  he  built  a home.  He 
followed  farming  upon  his  original  purchase,  and 
in  1886  he  purchased  sixty-five  acres  nearly  all  im- 
proved and  he  now  follows  general  and  dairy  farm- 
ing. In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  For  five  years  he 
served  as  supervisor  and  for  two  years  as  overseer 
of  the  poor.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  joined 
the  Sixth  Principle  Baptist  Church,  his  wife  becom- 
ing a member  of  the  same.  They  have  since  been 
prominent  and  active  Church  workers  and  in  1892 
were  delegates  to  the  Baptist  Church  convention  at 
Wood  River,  Connecticut. 

JOHN  J.  STOCKHOLM,  a prominent  mer- 
chant of  and  postmaster  at  Hickory  Grove,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  ris  a man  who  combines  the  vir- 
tues of  energy,  enterprise  and  industry,  and  to  these 
and  his  excellent  judgment  may  be  attributed  his 
success  in  life. 

Mr.  Stockholm  was  born  in  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  January,  1841,  a son  of  William  and 
Charlotte  (Brown)  Stockholm,  also  natives  of  that 
county.  On  leaving  there  the  parents  removed  to 
Orange  county,  same  State,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed farming  for  some  years,  or  until  1850,'  when 
he  went  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  A year  later,  how- 
ever, he  came  to  Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  his  death,  in  1878.  His  wife  died  a year 
later.  Both  were  consistent  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  to  which  they  contributed  lib- 
erally of  their  means.  In  politics  the  father  was  a 
Republican,  and  he  always  took  an  active  part  in  par- 
ty work.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children : ( 1 ) Abigail,  born  in  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Morey,  of 


Philadelphia,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Liz- 
zie, widow  of  Eugene  King,  who  was  killed  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  at  Hall- 
stead,  (2)  Rachel,  born  in  Dutchess  county,  died 
when  a young  woman.  (3)  Aaron,  born  in  Dutchess 
county,  married  Elizabeth  Green.  He  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a prominent  man 
of  Franklin  Forks.  (4)  Elizabeth,  born  in  Dutchess 
county,  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Palmer,  of  Franklin 
Forks,  Wfhoj  was  'also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war 
and  was  seriously  wounded  in  battle.  They  have 
reared  a family  of  seven  sons,  who  are  residents  of 
Franklin  Forks.  (5)  John  J.,  our  subject,  is  next 
in  the  family.  (6)  George  P.,  born  in  Dutchess 
county,  married  Gaiety  Cronk,  of  Susquehanna 
county,  by  whom  he  has  four  children,  and  they 
reside  on  the  old  homestead  at  Franklin  Forks.  He, 
too,  was  one  of  the  brave  defenders  of  the  Union 
during  the  Rebellion.  (7)  Catherine,  born  in  Or- 
ange county,  N.  Y.,  married  Samuel  Cosier,  now 
deceased,  by  whom  she  had  two  children,  Nathan 
and  Elmer,  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Houser,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (8)  Mary  F.,  born 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  died  when  a young  lady. 
(9)  Henrietta,  born  at  Franklin  Forks,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  is  the  wife  of  Nathan  Jones,  of 
Middletown,  same  county,  and  they  have  five  chil- 
dren, Theron,  Mary,  Maud,  Lattz  and  Rachel.  (10) 
Albert,  born  at  Franklin  Forks,  married  Katie 
Goble,  of  Great  Bend,  where  both  died  in  1891, 
leaving  three  children,  Florence,  Edna,  and  Charles 
(a  student  in  Girard  College,  Philadelphia).  (11) 
Ida,  born  at  Franklin  Forks,  is  the  wife  of  Harmon 
Stone,  of  Montrose,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Lillie  and  Jessie. 

John  J.  Stockholm  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  New  York  State  and  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  In  August,  1862,  he  responded  to 
his  country’s  call  for  aid  in  putting  down  the  Re- 
bellion, and  enlisted  in  Company  H,  141st  P.  V.  I., 
under  Capt.  Tyler,  of  Montrose,  being  sworn  into 
the  United  States  service  at  Camp  Curtin,  Har- 
risburg, Penn.,  where  the  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  3rd  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac.  With  his 
command  he  reached  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  last 
day  of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  his  first 
engagement  was  at  Fredericksburg,  where  the  Con- 
federate losses  were  heavy.  This  was  followed  by 
the  engagement  at  Chancellorsville,  and  the  famous 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  he  was  seriously  wound- 
ed. He  was  taken  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  where  he 
remained  in  the  hospital  for  eight  months.  He  was 
finally  able  to  rejoin  his  regiment  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock river,  and  later  participated  in  the  battles 
of  the  Wilderness  and  Spottsvlvania.  At  the  latter 
he  received  a scalp  wound  from  a minie  ball,  and 
was  taken  to*  Mt.  Pleasant  hospital.  He  again 
joined  his  regiment  at  Petersburg,  where  they  fought 
uninterruptedly  for  several  days,  and  he  was  later 
in  the  Bullpen  fight  and  the  Weldon  Railroad  raid, 
which  lasted  seven  days.  After  the  surrender  of  Gen. 
Lee,  to  Gen.  Grant,  at  Appomattox,  he  was  honora- 
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bly  discharged,  in  June,  1865,  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Susquehanna  county. 

In  August,  1867,  Mr.  Stockholm  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Briggs,  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  a daughter  of  Philo  and  Betsy  Briggs, 
representatives  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  Silver  Lake  township.  To  them  have  been 
born  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter, 
namely:  (1)  Harris  L.,  born  in  Franklin  township, 
in  November,  1869,  received  a district-school  edu- 
cation, and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.  He  married  Jennie  Stillman, 
of  Otsego  county,  that  State,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Ethel.  (2)  Oliver  H.,  born  in  Franklin 
township,  in  1872,  married  Mattie  Pelton,  of  Atti- 
ca, N.  Y.,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Pelton 
and  Mary,  and  they  reside  in  Hornellsville,  N.  Y., 
where  he  is  employed  as  a telegraph  lineman.  (3) 
Mary  Frances,  born  in  Franklin  township,  in  1875, 
is  a bright,  accomplished  young  lady,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  the  higher  schools  of  the  town  of  Susque- 
hanna. (4)  John,  born  in  Silver  Lake  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  attending  the  home  schools. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Stockholm  located  in 
Franklin  township,  where  he  purchased  a farm, 
which  he  sold  in  1883,  after  having  made  many  im- 
provements upon  the  place,  and  then  bought  real 
estate  in  Hickory  Grove,  Great  Bend  township, 
where  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising, having  built  up  a good  trade  in  the  vil- 
lage and  throughout  the  surrounding  country.  Po- 
litically he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  he  served  as  a member  of  the 
Republican  county  committee  while  a resident  of 
Silver  Lake  township.  In  July,  1897,  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Hickory  Grove  under  Presi- 
dent McKinley,  and  is  now  most  creditably  and  ac- 
ceptably filling  that  office.  He  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  No.  255, 
and  the  Grand  Army  Post  No.  233,  both  of  Great 
Bend,  and  of  the  Veteran  Union  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  His  career  has  ever  been  such  as  to  war- 
rant the  trust  and  confidence  of  the  business  world, 
for  he  has  ever  conducted  all  transactions  on  the 
strictest  principles  of  honor  and  integrity. 

CORNELIUS  C.  LUPTON,  a well-known 
resident  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
has  been  successfully  engaged  in  business  there  as 
a harness  maker,  but  devotes  his  attention  at  pres- 
ent to  general  agriculture  and  dealing  in  live  stock. 

Mr.  Lupton  was  born  October  4,  1844,  near 
Montgomery,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  an- 
cestors settled  at  an  early  day.  Artemus  and  Hen- 
rietta Lupton,  the  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
were  natives  and  lifelong  residents  of  that  locality, 
the  grandfather  being  a farmer  by  occupation.  Ar- 
temus Lupton  (2),  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Orange  county,  and  followed  farming  there  for 
many  years,  his  death  occurring  April  29,  1868, 
when  he  was  aged  fifty-six.  He  married  Ellen 
Clearwater,  daughter  of  Lucy  and  Daniel  Clear- 


water, of  Montgomery,  N.  Y.,  and  she  survives 
him,  residing  witn  her  son  Judson,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-four.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Judson,  a retired  blacksmith  living  near  Mont- 
gomery, N.  Y.,  served  as  a soldier  in  tne  Civil  war, 
being  wounded  twice ; Evaline  died  unmarried,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-two ; Elizabeth,  widow  of  Harvey 
Talmage,  resides  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Cornelius  C. 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; Mary  A.  married 
Henry  Dols,  a farmer  at  Washingtonville,  N.  Y.; 
George  is  a farmer  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; Alice, 
widow  of  Daniel  Congor,  resides  111  Waslnngton- 
ville. 

Cornelius  C.  Lupton  gained  a practical  knowl- 
edge of  farming  as  a boy  at  the  homestead,  and  when 
eighteen  years  old  he  began  to  learn  the  harness 
maker’s  trade  at  Montgomery,  N.  Y.  Until  1889 
he  followed  that  business,  employing  two  men  much 
of  the  time,  and  even  now  he  does  occasional  work 
in  repairing.  In  1868  he  located  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  in  addition  to  his 
trade  he  became  interested  in  farming  and  live 
stock.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  but  he  has 
been  too  much  occupied  with  business  cares  to 
accept  office.  His  patriotic  spirit  is  shown,  how- 
ever, by  the  fact  that  as  a mere  boy  he  determined 
to  enter  the  army,  but  on  going  to  Newburg,  N.  Y., 
to  enlist,  the  authorities  refused  to  enroll  him  with- 
out his  parents’  consent.  On  December  25,  1870, 
he  was  married  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Adelia 
Claflin,  and  seven  children  have  brightened  their 
home,  namely:  Ellen  married  E.  C.  Patterson,  a 
carpenter  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; Sidney  D.  is  a car- 
penter at  Gibson ; Miss  Maude,  Miss  Madge,  Charles 
R.,  Ray  C.,  and  Beatrice  A.  are  all  at  home. 

Mrs.  Lupton,  who  is  a most  capable  helpmeet,, 
was  born  at  Gibson,  September  3,  1848,  a daughter 
of  Watson  Clafiin,  a native  of  Massachusetts,  who 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1830  and  located  in 
Gibson  township.  Fie  operated  a gristmill  in  con- 
nection with  farming  for  many  years,  retiring  only 
three  years  prior  to  his  death,  in  February,  1870, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  He  was  married  in  New 
Jersey  to  Eliza  Moore,  a native  of  that  State,  who 
died  in  February,  1873,  aged  sixty-five  years,  and 
the  remains  of  both  rest  in  Gibson  cemeterv.  Tliev 
had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows:  John  B., 
a retired  farmer  in  Gibson  township ; Elizabeth, 
widow  of  Sidney  Diamond,  of  Susquehanna ; Will- 
iam M.,  a retired  farmer,  residing  with  our  sub- 
ject: Adeline,  who  married  John  Follet,  a farmer  at 
Sheffield,  111. ; Margaret  A.,  wife  of  W.  Stiles,  an 
insurance  agent  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa ; Gabriel,  who 
died  in  1869,  on  the  present  farm ; Sally,  who  died 
in  childhood ; and  Adelia,  Mrs.  Lupton. 

LAMBERT  P.  LOOMIS.  Among  the  most 
prominent  business  men  of  Susquehanna  county 
stands  Mr.  Loomis,  whose  name  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  manufacturing  and  industrial  inter- 
ests of  this  region.  A man  of  keen  perception,  un- 
bounded enterprise  and  good  executive  ability,  he 


1184 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


has  met  with  excellent  success  in  his  undertakings, 
and  to-day  ranks  high  in  commercial  circles.  Since 
1868  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
brick  in  Montrose  and  Tunkhannock,  Penn.;  is  also 
a dealer  in  building  and  flagstone,  and  is  quite  an 
extensive  contractor. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  born  in  Springville  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1843,  a son  ot'  Samuel  and 
Amelia  (Lambert)  Loomis.  The  father  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  a son  of  Horatio  Loomis,  also  a 
native  of  that  State,  and  a pioneer  of  Susquehanna 
county,  his  last  days  being  passed  in  Springville 
township.  On  reaching  manhood  Samuel  Loomis 
was  married,  in  Selin’s  Grove,  Penn.,  to  Miss 
Amelia  Lambert,  and  he  later  engaged  in  farming 
and  in  contract  work  on  the  canal.  He  died  in 
Springville  township  in  1866,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1886.  In  their  family  were  seven  children, 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely:  Horatio, 
who  died  in  Springville  township;  Lambert  Praul, 
our  subject;  Edward  S.,  a farmer  of  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; Geraldine,  who  died  in 
Springville  township,  in  1864;  Morris,  who  died 
in  Springville;  Dora  M.,  wife  of  D.  W.  Beards- 
ley of  New  York  City;  and  Miriam  Kathleen,  who 
married  L.  W.  Tiffany,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn., 
and  died  there  in  1892. 

Lambert  P.  Loomis  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Springville  township,  and  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  on  the 
home  farm,  making  brick  for  the  erection  of  the 
family  residence.  He  owned  that  place  until  1896, 
when  he  sold  it.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brick  at  Montrose  and  Tunkhannock 
since  1868,  and  is  a contractor  in  building  and  flag 
stone,  owning  and  operating  fine  quarries  in  Bridge- 
water  township.  He  has  erected  twenty-two  brick 
buildings  at  Tunkhannock,  and  is  the  owner  of  the 
finest  block  in  Montrose,  the  Loomis  Block,  which 
was  built  in  1894.  It  is  constructed  of  brick  of  his 
own  manufacture,  is  three  stories  in  height,  and 
50  by  65  feet  in  dimensions.  The  ground  floor  is 
divided  into  two  store  rooms,  the  second  into  a den- 
tal parlor  and  millinery  establishment,  and  the  third 
is  used  for  living  rooms.  Mr.  Loomis  made  the  brick 
for  the  public  school  house  at  Montrose,  also  for 
the  court  house  annex,  and  his  extensive  business 
furnishes  employment  to  from  ten  to  twenty-three 
men. 

In  1862  Mr.  Loomis  married  Miss  Alzina 
Quick,  a native  of  Springville,  and  a daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Hannah  (Russell)  Quick,  pioneers  of 
Springville,  who  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Loomis 
died  in  1872,  in  Tunkhannock,  leaving  two  children: 
Harry  C.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Wilkes 
Barre;  and  Walter  PI.,  at  home.  In  Springville 
township  our  subject  was  again  married,  in  1880, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Emma  Carlin,  a 
native  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  a daughter  of  Asa  F.  Carlin,  who  is  now  living 
in  Springville.  There  are  two  children  by  this  mar- 
riage : Dora  Maud  and  Lewis  T.  In  his  political 


affiliations  Air.  Loomis  is  a Republican,  and  always 
takes  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public 
affairs. 

ARVINE  C.  SWEET.  The  Sweet  family  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  respected  in  this 
section,  and  has  been  identified  from  an  early  period 
with  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  countv,  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  resides.  Members 
of  the  family  settled  in  New  England  during  the 
Colonial  period,  and  Oney  Sweet,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  March  14, 
1/83,  while  his  wife,  Abigail  (Chandler),  was  also 
a native  of  that  State,  born  November  28,  1788. 
Coming  to  Susquehanna  county  in  pioneer  times, 
they  made  their  home  in  Gibson  township,  on  the 
Newburg  and  Owego  turnpike,  and  both  died  there 
many  years  ago,  their  remains  being  interred  in 
Gibson  cemetery.  They  were  leaders  in  various 
progressive  movements,  and  did  much  toward  found- 
ing  the  Universalist  Church  in  the  locality.  Oney 
Sweet  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  as  his 
house  was  the  first  built  in  the  vicinity  it  became  a 
noted  hotel,  sheltering  many  travelers  from  distant 
points  who  were  on  their  way  through  the  wilds. 
He  and  his  wife  had  a large  family  of  children,  as 
follows : Raymond  is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; 
Sally  C.,  born  March  14,  1809,  married  Evandor 
Spaulding,  and  is  now  living  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
Laura,  born  April  13,  1811,  married  Lyman  Black- 
enton,  and  died  in  1869;  Emaline,  born  February 
22,  1813,  married  (first)  Manly  Blackenton,  a 
brother  of  the  above,  and  (second)  Judson  Bing- 
ham (she  is  deceased)  ; Eliza  A.,  born  April  17, 
1815,  married  Orson  Root,  and  died  in  1889 ; Almon, 
born  May  18,  1817,  resides  in  Gibson  township; 
Elvira,  born  March  14,  1819,  married  (first)  Steven 
Barnard,  and  (second)  Barney  Sheppardson,  and 
died  in  1899. 

Raymond  Sweet,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Gibson  township,  July  26,  1807,  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  there  for  many  years,  his 
death  occurring  there  March  14,  1881.  On  No- 
vember 15,  1832,  he  was  married  in  Gibson  town- 
ship to  Hannah  Hamilton,  who  was  born  June  22, 
1807,  and  now  resides  with  our  subject.  Her  fa- 
ther, John  Hamilton,  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  her  mother,  Amy  Angel,  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, both  died  in  Halifax,  Vt.  Our  subject  was  the 
eldest  in  a family  of  four  children,  and  is  now  the 
only  survivor ; Gilbert,  born  October  5,  1835,  died  in 
Susquehanna,  August  28,  1883;  Joseph,  born  July 
13,  1839,  died  October  26,  1839;  and  Estella  R., 
born  January  29,  1841,  died  September  22,  1843. 

Arvine  C.  Sweet  was  born  at  the  homestead  in 
Gibson  townshio.  August  23,  1833,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
two.  For  some  time  he  worked  for  farmers  in  the 
neighborhood,  but  later  he  purchased  a farm  in  the 
township,  where  he  resided  ten  years.  The  next 
four  years  he  spent  at  Gibson  village,  in  the  hotel 
business,  and  on  selling:  out  he  aeain  worked  amone 
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farmers  for  seven  years  before  settling  upon  his 
present  homestead,  an  attractive  place  of  146  acres. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
leading  members  of  the  Universalist  Church,  in 
which  he  is  now  serving  as  trustee  and  treasurer. 
On  November  23,  1854,  he  was  married,  in  Har- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Polly 
A.  Roper,  and  they  have  had  six  children  ; Egbert  A., 
born  September  3,  1856,  died  June  3,  1858.  C. 
Alvin,  born  April  18,  1858,  is  a farmer  of  Gibson 
township,  and  now  holds  the  office  of  supervisor ; 
he  married  Miss  Mary  I.  Terwilliger,  and  has  had 
four  children,  Frank,  Earl  E.,  Archie  (deceased), 
and  James  N.  Frank  R.,  born  March  14,  i860, 
died  September  25,  1861.  Eugene  H.,  born  May 
7,  1864,  is  a hotel-keeper  in  Gibson,  conducting  the 
“Gibson  House;”  he  married  Miss  Violetta  Picker- 
ing, and  has  three  children — Beatrice,  Bernice  and 
Ray.  Elbert  A.,  born  November  27,  1867,  is  re- 
ferred to  farther  on.  Irvine  A.,  born  December  16, 
1870,  married  Laura  Larrabee,  and  is  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Gibson  township. 

Mrs.  Polly  A.  Sweet,  who  has  been  a most 
efficient  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  is  of  New  Eng- 
land ancestry.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Joseph 
and  Polly  (Howe)  Roper,  resided  upon  a farm  at 
Sterling,  Mass.,  and  her  father,  Alvin  Roper,  was 
born  at  Sterling  October  18,  1811.  He  now  resides 
in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  For 
many  years  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a chair 
manufacturer,  and  he  also  followed  farming  to  some 
extent.  He  was  married,  in  Gibson  township,  to 
Miss  Ruth  Reed,  who  died  there  January  27,  1851, 
aged  thirty-seven  years,  and  her  remains  now  rest 
in  Gibson  cemetery.  She  was  a devout  member  of 
the  Universalist  Church,  as  was  also  her  husband. 
Mrs.  Sweet  was  born  February  15,  1836,  the  eldest 
in  a family  of  three  daughters ; Lydia  M.,  born  May 
7>  i839>  is  now  living  at  Hart  Lake,  Susquehanna 
county;  Mandana,  born  in  October,  1850,  married 
William  Van  Husen,  and  died  in  April,  1881.  Mrs. 
Sweet’s  maternal  grandfather,  William  Reed,  was 
also  of  Massachusetts  stock,  born  August  19,  1778, 
and  was  a farmer  at  Rutland,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass. 
He  married  Polly  Gerry,  who  was  born  June  18, 
1777,  and  died  February  18,  1828. 

Elbert  Augustus  Sweet  remained  with  his  par- 
ents at  the  homestead  in  Gibson  township  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He  then  began 
teaching  in  the  graded  schools  of  Gibson,  but  after 
five  years  of  successful  work  decided  to  enter  mer- 
cantile life,  and  purchased  his  present  business  from 
N.  C.  Curtis,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  is  now  a 
leading  merchant  and  prominent  citizen  of  his  native 
township.  Mr.  Sweet  was  postmaster  four  years 
under  Cleveland’s  administration.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  although  not  particularly  active  in 
party  work,  and  in  religious  faith  is  a Universalist. 
On  June  5,  1889,  he  was  married,  at  Lockwood,  N. 
Y.,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Bloodgood,  to  Miss  Gertrude  E. 
Barrett,  who  was  born  September  22,  1870,  in 


Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  daughter 
of  Hollace  A.  Barrett,  now  a prominent  resident 
of  Gibson  township.  Two  children  have  blessed 
this  union:  Ruth  M.,  born  February  18,  1891,  and 
M.  Corrine,  born  December  3,  1894. 

FRANKLIN  P.  PAYNE,  of  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  the  successful  agri- 
culturists of  that  section,  and  his  fine  old  homestead 
near  South  Gibson  is  a most  attractive  estate.  He 
comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  his  grandfather,  Capt. 
Oliver  Payne,  of  Connecticut,  who  settled  at  the 
present  homestead  in  1812,  having  been  a leading 
citizen  of  his  day. 

Capt.  Oliver  Payne  was  born  June  21,  1780,  at 
Lebanon,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  married,  six  of  his  children  being 
born  in  that  locality.  In  1812  he  migrated  to 
Pennsylvania,  settling  on  the  place  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  which  was  ever  after 
his  home,  his  death  occurring  there  February  29, 
1868.  It  was  caused  by  apoplexy.  In  1803  be 
married  Elvira  Barstow,  who  was  born  November 
4,  1784,  in  Connecticut,  daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel 
Barstow,  of  Columbia,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  and  their 
married  life,  which  covered  the  unusually  long- 
period  of  sixty-four  years,  proved  as  congenial  and 
happy  as  it  was  lasting.  Mrs.  Payne  followed  her 
husband  to  the  grave  January  26,  1869.  Thirteen 
children  blessed  their  union,  twelve  of  whom  reached 
maturity,  viz. : Leicester,  born  August  6,  1804,  died 
May  22,  1894;  Lucina  (Chamberlin),  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1805,  died  July  21,  1871  ; Elvira  (Hard- 
ing), born  January  11,  1807,  died  October  24,  1848; 
Daniel  C.,  born  December  6,  1808,  died  October  13, 
1851  ; Bester,  born  April  6,  1810,  died  April  3,  1866; 
Harriet  (Wilmarth),  born  April  30,  1812,  died 
March  29,  1859;  Emily,  born  September  3,  1814, 
died  September  10,  1816;  Oliver,  born  April  1,  1816, 
died  July  5,  1893;  Emily  (Barnes),  born  March  9, 
1818,  is  still  living;  Martha  (Wilmarth),  born 
February  3,  1820,  is  still  living;  Stephen,  born 
June  24,  1823,  died  December  8,  1861  ; Eunice 
(Birdsall),  born  April  4,  1825,  died  April  22,  1848; 
and  Hubbard,  born  March  11,  1827,  is  still  living. 
Few  parents  can  boast  a larger  or,  on  the  whole,  a 
worthier  family.  Their  military  record  especially 
is  an  honorable  one,  the  father  taking  just  pride  in 
the  fact  that  eight  of  his  family,  including  a son-in- 
law — did  good  service  on  the  Union  side  during  the 
Civil  war,  all  being  honorably  discharged.  One 
was  a captain  and  another  a colonel,  these  and  some 
of  the  others  serving  throughout  the  struggle.  Capt. 
Payne’s  social  temperament  and  strong  affection  for 
the  friends  and  scenes  of  his  early  days  led  him 
often  to  revisit  the  place  of  his  birth. 

Hubbard  Payne  ,our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Gibson  township,  and  helped  during  boyhood  to 
clear  the  farm,  of  which  he  took  charge  at  his  fa- 
ther's death.  In  May,  1884,  he  removed  to  New 
Milford,  where  he  is  now  living  in  retirement.  For. 
many  years  he  has  been  regarded  as  a leading  mem- 
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bcr  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  liis  locality,  and  he 
is  also  identified  with  the  Republican  party  and  has 
held  various  township  offices.  He  married  Miss  Ann 
A.Birdsall,whowas  born  in  1834,  daughter  of  George 
Birdsall,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  an  early  settler 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Three 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  viz. : Franklin  P., 
our  subject;  Fowler,  deceased,  who  married  Cecelia 
Wells,  and  resided  in  Gibson  township;  and  Miss 
Ella  M.,  who  resides  with  her  parents. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  his  present  farm  De- 
cember 11,  1852,  and  has  always  been  interested  in 
agriculture.  The  estate  formerly  comprised  two 
hundred  acres,  but  he  sold  one  hundred  acres  to  a 
son-in-law.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  local  affairs 
as  a worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and  for  five 
years  past  has  been  a school  director  and  secretary 
of  the  board,  while  he  also  belongs  to  the  local 
Grange  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
South  Gibson.  I11  September,  1874,  he  was  married, 
in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
Minnie  H.  Brundage,  and  the  following  children 
have  brightened  his  home:  (1)  Jessie  L.  married 
Arthur  L.  Esterbrook,  a farmer  in  Gibson  township, 
and  has  one  child,  Mildred.  (2)  Delia  A.  born 
April  20,  1878,  died  November  13,  1879.  (3) 

George,  born  April  10,  1880,  is  deceased.  (4)  Hub- 
bard B.  and  (5)  F.  Oliver  are  at  home. 

Mrs.  Payne  belongs  to  a well-known  family, 
and  was  born  October  17,  1855,  in  Plarford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  a daughter  of  George  G. 
Brundage,  and  a granddaughter  of  John  Brundage. 
Her  father  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, and  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  July  5, 
1885.  He  married  Delia  C.  Powers,  who  was  born 
August  29,  1830,  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  daughter  of  Hazard  and  Philena  (Tingley) 
Powers.  She  died  October  16,  1882,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  rest  in  South  Gibson  cemetery.  They 
were  devout  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and 
held  the  esteem  of  a large  circle  of  friends.  ’Mrs. 
Payne  is  the  elder  of  two  daughters,  and  the  other, 
Myrtie  D.,  who  was  born  April  3,  1863,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Edgar  H'ight,  a farmer  at  Tunkhannock, 
Pennsylvania. 

MICHAEL  JOSEPH  STALIL,  in  his  life- 
time one  of  the  most  active  and  progressive  busi- 
ness men  of  Wayne  county,  was  interested  in  vari- 
ous lines  of  enterprise,  including  stock  raisin®- 
general  farming  and  dairying  in  Cherry  Ridge 
township,  and  merchandising  at  Clemo,  where  he 
also  served  acceptably  as  postmaster.  The  office 
was  named,  in  1887,  in  honor  of  his  father. 

Mr.  Stahl  was  born  September  25,  1845,  in 
Lower  Bavaria,  Germany,  twenty-four  miles  from 
V\  itzburg,  a sons  of  Clemons  and  Anna  Margaret 
( Hoefflmg)  Stahl,  who  in  1849  emigrated  with 
their  family  to  the  United  States.  The  father  be- 
^an  work  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal,  and 
pm  chasing  a boat  a year  after  his  arrival,  continued 


to  engage  in  boating  on  the  canal  until,  three  years 
prior  to  his  death,  blindness  forced  him  to  retire 
from  business.  He  died  in  Honesdale,  October  13, 
1866,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  and  was  there  laid  to 
rest,  in  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  re- 
ligious belief  a Catholic.  Although  he  came  to 
America  a poor  man,  he  left  his  family,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  comfortable  circumstances,  having 
obtained  a competence  through  his  own  untiring 
labor  and  economy.  In  1882  his  widow  went  to 
live  with  her  son  Christian,  in  Grafton,  Neb.,  where 
she  died  a month  later  (in  March),  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  and  was  buried  at  that  place. 
In  the  family  were  three  sons : George,  who  is 

engaged  in  boating  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
canal,  residing  at  the  home  of  our  subject;  Michael 
J.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Christian,  a farmer  of  Graf- 
ton, Neb.  They  came  to  America  with  their 
mother  three  years  after  the  father’s  arrival.  The 
grandparents  never  left  Germany. 

Michael  J.  Stahl  lived  with  his  parents  in 
Honesdale  until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  working 
with  his  father  until  the  latter  retired,  when  the 
three  sons  took  charge  of  the  business.  Our  sub- 
ject boated  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  then  changed  to  the 
Erie  canal,  where  he  remained  only  two  months, 
spending  the  two  years  following  on  the  Cham- 
paign canal.  He  then  purchased  the  boat  "St. 
George,”  at  Ithaca,  on  Lake  Ithaca,  for  $4,000,  and 
the  following  year,  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  bought  the 
"Anna  M.  Stahl”  for  $4,300,  while  the  horses  for 
running  the  boats  cost  $1,000.  With  his  brothers 
he  continued  to  engage  in  business  until  the  fol- 
lowing spring,  when  he  purchased  their  interest  in 
the  "St.  George,”  and  continued  boating  on  the 
Erie  canal  until  1885,  in  which  year  he  sold  that 
vessel  for  $350.  He  broug'ht  the  horses  to  his 
farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  which  he  had 
purchased  the  year  previous  from  William  Gail,  for 
$7,500,  and  here  owned  240  acres  of  rich  and  arable 
land,  devoting  part  of  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

At  Honesdale,  Mr.  Stahl  was  married,  April 
30,  1874,  by  Father  Francis  Boothe,  to  Miss  Louisa 
Baumann.  She  was  born  in  Indian  Orchard, 
Wayne  county,  July  12,  1854,  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Iheresa  (Wimer)  Baumann,  natives  of  Ger- 
many, the  former  of  whom  in  1848  crossed  the  At- 
lantic, and  took  up  his  residence  in  Indian  Orchard. 
In  1858  they  removed  to  the  farm  in  Cherry  Ridge 
township  on  which  one  of  their  sons  is  now  living. 
The  father  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  was 
born  August  4,  1830,  a son  of  Michael  Baumann, 
who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Germany.  The  mother 
was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  March  3,  1836,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Isabella  (Blous)  Wimer, 
who  in  1853  came  to  America,  spending  their  re- 
maining days  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  Henry  Baumann  was  killed  at  Hones- 
dale October  1,  1872,  his  horse  running  away,  but 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Stahl,  who  was  in  the  waeon 
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with  him,  was  fortunately  uninjured.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  Ins  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Lutheran  cemetery  at  Hones- 
dale.  His  widow  now  lives  with  her  daughter  in 
Honesdale.  Of  their  children,  Charles  is  a farmer  in 
Nebraska;  Barbara  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years; 
Jacob  operates  the  old  home  farm;  Louisa  is  the 
widow  of  our  subject;  Henry  is  a farmer  in  Ne- 
braska; John  lives  in  Omaha,  Neb.;  Barbara  (2) 
lives  with  her  mother ; Maggie  wedded  John  Roland, 
and  both  are  now  deceased ; Martin  is  a farmer  in 
Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county  ; ancl  Michael 
died  in  infancy. 

Children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stab!  as 
follows:  George  M.,  born  in  Cherry  Ridge,  Septem- 
ber 25,  1875,  and  Barbara,  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
November  15,  1876,  are  at  home;  Christian,  born 
at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  July  14,  1878,  died  at  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  August  20,  1879 ; Maggie  E.,  born  at  Cherry 
Ridge,  March  3, 1880,  died  August  27,  1882  ; Charles, 
born  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  May  3,  1881,  died  at 
Schenectady,  that  State,  August  26,  1882 ; Henry 
C.,  born  at  West  Point,  N.  Y.;  August  13,  1883, 
died  at  Clemo,  Penn.,  February  19,  1895;  while  the 
others,  all  born  at  Clemo,  are  still  at  home:  Frank 
J.,  born  January  6,  1887:  Leo  M.,  March  3,  1889; 
Edward  A.,  January  16,  1891  ; and  Urban  J.,  April 
7,  1894. 

Although  Mr.  Stahl  never  aspired  to  office,  he 
was  elected  school  director,  and  efficiently  served  as 
such  for  nine  years.  Other  positions  were  tendered 
him,  but  he  declined  the  honor,  preferring  to  give 
his  undivided  attention  to  his  extensive  business 
interests.  In  1887  he  was  made  assistant  postmaster 
at  Clemo,  under  E.  Rickert,  and  in  1891,  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster,  serving  creditably  in  that  in- 
cumbency until  his  death,  November  4,  1897.  He 
was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
was  a devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  to 
which  his  family  also  belong.  In  his  business  he 
was  encouraged  and  assisted  by  his  estimable  wife, 
who  indeed  proved  a true  helpmeet  to  him,  and  by 
their  combined  efforts  they  secured  a comfortable 
competence.  She  still  presides  with  dignity  over 
the  pleasant  home,  which  is  neat  and  tastefully 
furnished,  containing  all  the  comforts  and  many 
of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

G.  S.  TRAVIS,  M.  D.,  a talented  and  success- 
ful young  medical  practitioner  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
Monroe  county,  is  a representative  of  a family 
which  has  long  been  noted  for  ability,  enterprise  and 
public  spirit.  The  first  ancestor  in  the  paternai 
line,  of  whom  we  have  a definite  account,  was  James 
Travis,  the  Doctor’s  great-grandfather,  who  was 
born  March  11,  1775,  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y., 
and  died  February  28,  1813,  at  his  home  in  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  from  typhus  fever,  contracted  dur- 
ing his  service  as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  His 
wife,  Hannah  (Coobert),  died  June  11,  1814.  This 

wortliv  couple  had  four  children : Susan  Ann.  born 
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in  Dutchess  county,  June  9,  1806;  Hiram  S.,  our 
subject’s  grandfather;  Catherine  A.,  born  March  21, 
1810;  and  James  B.,  born  October  10,  1812. 

Capt.  Hiram  S.  Travis,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  October  25,  1808,  in  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  on  October  23,  1827,  enlisted, 
at  West  Point,  N.  Y.,  in  Company  A,  2nd  U.  S. 
Artillery,  for  the  term  of  five  years.  Soon  after- 
ward the  regiment  was  sent  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  and 
quartered  at  Oglethorpe  barracks,  remaining  until 
May,  1828,  when  they  went  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
Va.,  as  a school  of  practice.  In  the  spring  of  1829, 
they  were  transferred  to  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C.,  where 
they  remained  until,  in  the  summer  of  1831,  they 
were  sent  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  to  quell  some  of 
the  disturbances  between  the  Indians  and  the  squat- 
ters (the  Cherokee  Nation  then  embraced  Tennes- 
see, North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  was  claimed 
by  the  Cherokee  Indians).  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  they  marched  back  to  Fort  Moultrie,  and  later 
the  command  was  removed  to  Charleston,  N.  C., 
to  remain  until  the  spring  of  1832,  when  they  were 
ordered  back  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  in  Tennessee 
and  Georgia  to  keep  peace  at  the  gold  mines  between 
the  gold  diggers  and  the  Indians,  Capt.  Travis  re- 
maining until  October  23,  1832,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged by  reason  of  expiration  of  term.  On  go- 
ing to  Augusta,  Ga.,  he  followed  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade  until  the  following  January,  when  his 
old  company  came  thither  on  account  of  the  Nulli- 
fication Act  of  North  Carolina,  and  Capt.  Travis 
re-entered  the  service  for  another  term  of  five  years. 
Gen.  Jackson,  who  was  President  at  the  time  the 
Nullification  Ordinance  of  North  Carolina  was 
passed,  manned  all  the  forts  of  the  South,  and  the 
Captain  was  in  the  army  at  the  time  that  President 
Jackson  said  he  would  “Hang  Governor  Calhoun 
higher  than  Hainan  if  he  did  not  come  to  terms  in 
six  days.”  The  company  remained  at  Augusta  un- 
til fall,  and  was  then  ordered  to  the  Creek  Nation, 
Alabama,  going  to  Fort  Michael,  on  the  Chatta- 
hoochee, thence  to  Apalachee  Bay  by  steam,  and 
thence  to  Fort  Wood,  seventeen  miles  from  New 
Orleans,  where  they  remained  until  December  18, 
1835.  They  then  took  ship  for  Florida,  and  on  ar- 
rival at  Tampa  Bay,  December  28,  1835,  were  or- 
dered to  march  to  Fort  King.  On  the  evening  of 
December  29,  however,  one  of  the  survivors  of 
Major  Dade's  command,  which  had  been  massacred 
by  the' Seminoles,  came  in — this  changed  the  plans 
and  they  fortified  against  the  Indians  and  awaited 
re-enforcements.  On  January  3,  1836,  Capt.  Travis, 
with  twelve  men,  went  four  miles  out  on  the  Fort 
King  road,  to  see  if  they  could  see  any  Indians, 
and  finding  another  of  Dade’s  command,  who  had 
been  wounded  on  the  shoulder,  they  carried  him  into 
camp ; he  fortunately  recovered.  Re-enforcements 
arrived  on  February  19,  1836,  and  the  little  army 
removed  to  the  sad  but  famous  Dade’s  battle  ground, 
encountering  Indians  on  the  way  and  engaging  them 
in  battle.  On  reaching  the  battle  ground  thev 
found  shocking  evidence  of  the  struggle.  In  the 
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words  of  our  hero,  “Oh,  God!  What  a sight  and 
stench !’’  One  hundred  and  six  dead  bodies  were 
lying  putrifying  in  the  sun.  They  had  to  use  their 
spades  in  order  to  remove  the  bodies,  as  they  were 
so  putrified.  The  company  then  went  to  Fort  King, 
but  were  soon  on  the  march  again,  and  met  and 
fought  the  Indians  on  the  Chattahoochee,  Capt. 
Travis  doing  heroic  work  as  a gunner.  They  were 
here  surrounded  by  ten  thousand  Indians,  and  in 
his  memoir  the  Captain  says:  “You  had  better  think 
we  had  a hot  time.”  The  soldiers  repelled  the 
charges  of  the  ten  thousand  Indians,  but  many 
were  killed,  and  the  Captain  was  wounded  in  the 
hand.  The  Indians  then  tried  to  starve  the  soldiers 
out,  and  at  one  time  a quarter  of  a dog  sold  for  ten 
dollars.  They  were  surrounded  from  late  in  Feb- 
ruary until  the  nth  of  March,  but  Gen.  Clinch 
finally  relieved  them  with  five  hundred  men  and  ra- 
tions. They  then  rested  until  the  12th  of  April,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1836  Capt.  Travis  was  put  in  charge 
of  the  wagon  train,  spending  the  winter  of  1836-37 
in  that  duty. 

Capt.  Travis’  term  expired  in  1837,  and  he  re- 
ceived a discharge,  but  in  a short  time  he  again  en- 
tered the  service,  in  the  same  company.  His  com- 
pany was  sent  to  Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  and  in 
1838  received  orders  to  go  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to 
remain  until  the  spring  of  1840,  when  they  were 
transferred  to  Trenton,  N.  J.  While  there  the 
company  was  appointed  “flying  artillery”  and  sent 
up  North  river,  returning  later  to  Buffalo  to  guard 
the  Canadian  lines,  Capt.  Travis  remaining  until 
the  winter  of  1841,  when  his  third  term  expired. 
He  entered  the  service  as  a private,  was  promoted, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  as  an  officer.  When 
the  Rebellion  broke  out  he  raised  seventy-seven 
men,  and  on  April  23,  1861,  entered  the  service  for 
three  months,  as  captain  of  Company  B,  8th  P. 
Y.  I.  On  his  return  he  commenced  to  raise  a 
company  of  cavalry,  and  took  ninety-three  men 
to  Camp  Cameron,  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  but  could 
not  complete  the  company  because  he  did  not 
have  the  money.  He  and  his  men  remained  at 
the  camp  until  November,  he  serving'  as  an  offi- 
cer, and  he  then  returned  horn.  In  August, 
1862,  he  went  to  Camp  Luzerne,  and  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  14th  P.  \ . I.,  as  fifth  sergeant,  and 
was  soon  made  lieutenant.  He  was  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  until  December,  1863,  when,  his 
health  having  failed,  he  was  discharged  on  doctor’s 
cei  tificate  at  Moscow,  Penn.  Capt.  Travis  married 
Miss  Emily  Ann  Coglizer  (.or  Colckglasier),  and 
they  had  the  following  children:  Charles  H.,  Sam- 
uel. Alice,  Esther  Mary,  Vangi-ldern,  Zaidee,  Nelly, 
Susan  and  William. 

Chailes  IT.  Travis,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  May  4,  1846,  and  now  resides  in  Moscow, 
Penn.  In  1880  he  became  a railroad  fireman,  and 
m 1887  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  locomo- 
tive engineer  which  he  still  holds.  He  is  a man  of 
fine  physique,  and  is  much  esteemed  among  his 
associates  for  his  excellent  qualities  of  character. 


Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  In  1870  he 
married  Miss  Elvira  Gilliland,  a native  of  New 
York  City,  born  October  3,  1850,  and  they  have 
six  children:  G.  S.  (our  subject),  Maude  (wife  of 
V.  L.  Smith,  of  Nicholson),  Grace,  Orrin,  Eli  and 
Dorothy. 

C.  S.  Travis,  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  November  18,  1870,  in  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  during  his  boyhood  attended  the 
schools  of  the  locality  and  the  State  Normal  School 
in  Tioga  county.  He  then  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  a preceptor,  and  after  three  years  of  pre- 
paratory work  entered  Baltimore  Medical  College, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1896,  having  made  his 
own  way.  On  July  15,  of  the  same  year,  he  lo- 
cated at  East  Stroudsburg,  meeting  with  success 
from  the  start,  and  he  now  has  an  extensive  prac- 
tice, especially  in  surgery,  in  which  he  has  shown 
rare  ability  and  skill.  He  possesses  a commanding 
presence,  being  of  large  build  and  fine  proportions, 
and  his  robust  constitution  enables  him  to  meet 
the  exacting  duties  of  his  calling  with  ease.  In 
December,  1896,  he  married  Miss  Ella  Pelton,  who 
was  born  August  18,  1870,  in  Salem,  Wayne  county, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Reed. 

Mrs.  Emily  Ann  (Coglizer)  Travis,  our  sub- 
ject’s grandmother,  was  a member  of  a well-known 
family  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  the  name  be- 
ing also  spelled  Colckglasier  in  the  early  days.  Her 
father,  Samuel  Colckglasier,  was  born  June  15, 
1799,  and  made  his  home  in  Scranton,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  mason’s  trade,  helping  to  built  the  first 
iron  furnace  erected  at  that  place.  He  died  June 
27,  1872.  His  widow,  Atma  (Biesecker),  who  is 
still  living,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  July  26, 
1805,  the  daughter  of  Conrad  Biesecker  (Janu- 
ary 20,  1781 — April  5,  1863)  and  his  wife  Mar- 
garet Swarts  (November  13,  1782 — November  24, 
1862),  who  had  sixteen  children,  all  but  one  of 
whom  lived  to  adult  age  and  married.  Samuel 
Colckglasier  and  his  wife  had  the  following  named 
children:  Emily  Ann,  born  April  11,  1826;  Jurah, 
December  5,  1827;  Sarah,  September  1,  1829;  Jel- 
dia,  October  11,  1831;  Nancy  Jane,  September  9, 
1833:  Charles,  November  19,  1836;  Caroline,  April 
17,  1839;  Sanford,  September  22,  1841:  George, 
December  1,  1843;  Martha,  December  2,  1845;  and 
John  W.,  September  20,  1849. 

ELIAS  WESTGATE,  deceased,  was  for  sev- 
eral years  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  Uniondale ; his  support  was 
cheerfully  given  to  those  enterprises  that  tend  to 
public  development  and,  with  hardly  an  exception, 
he  was  connected  with  every  interest  that  promoted 
general  welfare.  His  name  was  a synonym  for  hon- 
orable business  dealing,  and  he  was  always  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  invaluable  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Westgate 
was  born  in  Clifford  township.  December  18,  1825, 
and  was  a son  of  John  and  Eliza  Westgate.  His 
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boyhoo(d  was  spent  upon  the  home  farm  until  six- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  working  for 
neighboring  farmers,  as  his  parents  were  in  rather 
limited  circumstances,  and  he  was  thus  employed 
until  after  his  first  marriage.  On  November  i, 
1852,  in  Clifford  township,  he  wedded  Miss  Fran- 
ces Crandall,  who  was  born  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, October  25,  1835,  and  died  October  8,  1864, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  Burdick  cemetery. 
By  that  union  he  had  four  children  : Mary,  deceased  ; 
Rosetta,  wife  of  F.  E.  Wilcox,  a farmer  of  Pleas- 
ant Mount,  Penn.;  Lura,  wife  of  Edward  Morgan, 
of  Providence,  Penn. ; and  Frank,  who  married  \ ica 
Griffin,  of  Dakota,  and  resides  in  Uniondale. 

Mr.  Westgate  was  again  married,  at  Pleasant 
Mount,  Penn.,  January  7,  1866,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Ryder,  bv  whom  he  had 
no  children.  She  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary 
(Redgert)  Ryder,  the  former  a native  of  Newburg, 
N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  When  young  they 
moved  with  their  respective  parents  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  the  father  followed  farming  throughout 
life  and  also  held  township  offices.  He  died  in 
1S66,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  his  wife  in  1879,  aged 
seventy-nine,  and  both  were  buried  in  Sherwood 
cemetery,  Mt.  Pleasant.  They  were  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children  were  Aman- 
da E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Girden, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Miranda  E.,  who  married  Al- 
bert Thomas  and  died  in  March,  1887 ; Sarah  A.  and 
Ira  W.,  the  latter  of  whom  was  postmaster  and  a 
merchant  at  Uniondale  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  December,  1896. 

.Mr.  Westgate’s  first  purchase  consisted  of  a 
small  farm  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  on  which  stood  a dilapidated  house,  and 
there  he  lived  for  a few  years.  His  father  had 
given  him  a yoke  of  steers,  which  he  used  in  cul- 
tivating his  land.  On  selling  that  place  he  bought 
a larger  farm  in  the  same  township,  and  on  dispos- 
ing of  that'  property,  in  1873,  he  removed  to  the 
present  home  of  his  widow  in  Uniondale.  Here  he 
and  his  brother  Robert  engaged  in  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  business,  in  connection  with  farming 
until  the  later’s  death,  after  which  our  subject  car- 
ried on  the  business  alone  until  1894,  when  he  sold 
out  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  prospered  in  his  undertakings 
and  became  the  owner  of  four  good  farms.  His 
property  was  all  acquired  through  his  own  unaided 
efforts,  as  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  empty- 
handed  and  the  success  that  he  achieved  was  due 
entirely  to  his  industry,  enterprise  and  good  man- 
agement. On  the  day  of  his  death — August  7,  1899 — 
he  had  gone  to  a field  to  repair  a fence,  and  was 
apparently  in  good  health,  but  was  taken  with 
apoplexy.  His  funeral  was  conducted  at  his  home. 
Rev.  H.  T.  Crane  officiating,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  the  old  Burdick  cemetery,  Clifford  town- 
ship. Fie  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and  prior  to 


his  removal  to  Uniondale  held  several  township 
offices.  He  served  as  school  director  both  before 
and  after  his  removal,  and  was  councilman  and 
poor  commissioner  in  Uniondale.  His  official  duties 
were  always  most  faithfully  and  satisfactorily  per- 
formed and  won  for  him  the  commendation  of  the 
public.  As  a citizen  he  was  progressive  and  enter- 
prising, aiding  in  many  ways  to  build  up  the  bor- 
ough ; as  a business  man  he  was  recognized  as 
frank,  honest  and  honorable ; as  a friend  he  was  true 
and  steadfast.  Socially  he  was  genial  and  affable, 
and  possessed  that  natural  tact  that  ever  harmonizes 
discordant  elements.  His  neighbors  found  him 
accommodating,  and  the  sick  and  distressed  were 
relieved  by  his  aid  and  comfort.  In  his  own  home 
he  was  kind  and  affectionate,  and  the  memory  of 
his  pleasant  smile  and  kindly  voice  will  linger  in  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  his  loved  ones  so  long  as  life 
itself  shall  last. 

SAMUEL  FREEMAN  LANE,  a well-known 
attorney  and  prominent  citizen  of  Montrose,  has 
throughout  life  been  identified  with  the  interests 
of  Susquehanna  county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Dim- 
ock township,  in  1834.  His  father,  George  W.  Lane, 
was  born  in  Wethersfield,  Vt.,  September  26,  1786, 
a son  of  Gersham  Flagg  Lane,  also  a native  of  Ver- 
mont and  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
latter  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Dimock 
tqwnship,  Susquehanna  county,  but  died  in  Spring- 
ville,  the  same  county.  His  wife,  Sally  Thomas, 
was  a native  of  Rhode  Island.  George  W.  Lane 
was  reared  in  Vermont  and  on  coming  to  Pennsyl- 
vania took  up  his  residence  in  Dimock  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  In  1808,  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, this  State,  he  married  Miss  Sally  Ousterhout, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Dimock 
township  about  1815.  She  left  two  children:  Stil- 
man,  who  died  in  Tunkhannock,  Penn.,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years ; and  Olive,  who  married  Eze- 
kiel H.  Gage,  and  died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  The  father  was  again  married,  in  1820,  in 
Vermont,  to  Miss  Olive  Newton,  a native  of  that 
State,  and  a daughter  of  Jason  and  Submit  (Alex- 
ander) Newton,  who  were  born  in  Vermont  and 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1832,  spending  their 
last  days  in  Dimock  township.  George  W.  Lane 
opened  up  a farm  in  that  township  and  continued 
its  operation  throughout  life.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  and  prominent  citizens  of  his  community 
and  a Whig  in  politics.  He  died  in  New  Milford 
townshp,  Susquehanna  county,  September  26,  1873, 
and  his  second  wife  in  Franklin  township,  June  7, 
1864.  To  them  were  born  eight  children,  namely: 
Eveline,  who  died  in  infancy ; Mary,  Mrs.  D.  L. 
North,  who  died  in  Liberty  township,  in  January, 
1894 ; Newton  A.,  who  enlisted  in  the  same  com- 
pany and  regiment  as  our  subject,  was  honorably 
discharged  from  a hospital  March  15,  1863,  as  ser- 
geant, and  died  in  Thomas  county,  Ivan.,  in  1888; 
Loretta,  who  married  Caleb  Alexander,  a native  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and  a mu- 
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sicia.il,  who  died  in  New  York  City,  and  she  is 
now  living  in  Susquehanna  county ; Otis,  who 
died  m April,  IS38,  at  the  age  of  eight  years; 
H.  J.,  Mrs.  Thomas  Rogers,  who  lived  in  Silver 
Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  died  in 
October,  1893  (of  her  four  children  two  are  now 
living)  ; Samuel  F.,  our  subject;  Emma  J.,  who  is 
a teacher  of  note,  now  engaged  in  the  Syracuse 
University,  and  is  the  widow  of  Rev.  D.  C.  Olm- 
sted, a Methodist  minister,  who  was  presiding  elder 
of  the  Wyalusing  district  for  four  years,  the  Hones- 
dale  district  for  the  same  length  of  time  and  had 
other  charges  in  the  same  conference,  dying  at 
Nanticoke,  Penn.,  in  1888. 

Reared  in  Dimock  township,  Samuel  F.  Lane 
obtained  his  early  education  in  its  district  schools, 
in  1857  attended  the  Montrose  Academy,  and  the 
following  year  was  a student  in  the  Normal 
School  at  Montrose.  Fie  then  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  school  teaching  in  the  county,  and  prior 
to  entering  the  service  of  his  country  during  the  Re- 
bellion, he  read  law  with  Nahum  Newton,  of  Mont- 
rose . In  July,  1861,  he  laid  aside  all  personal  in- 
terests and  enlisted  at  Harrisburg,  as  a private  in 
Company  A,  1st  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Cavalry,  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war.  He  was  mustered 
into  the  State  service  at  that  place,  and  into  the 
United  States  service  at  Washingon,  D.  C.,  where 
the  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Cedar 
Mountain,  Brandy  Station,  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  the  engagement  at  Bristow  Station,  Fremont’s 
raid  up  the  valley  after  Stonewall  Jackson.  Our 
subject  led  the  advance  guard  following  General 
Lee  the  Sunday  morning  after  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, and  participated  in  many  battles  and  skir- 
mishes. He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant, 
and  in  February,  1864,  was  transferred  to  the  United 
States  Signal  Corps,  being  stationed  at  Gen.  Grant's 
headquarters,  He  took  part  in  the  Wilderness  cam- 
paign and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  signal  corps  near  the  Weldon  rail- 
road, Va.,  August  1,  1864,  but  remained  with  the 
army  until  it  was  disbanded,  participated  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  returned 
to  Susquehanna  county  in  the  fall  of  1865,  with  a 
war  record,  of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud. 

Mr.  Lane  then  resumed  the  study  of  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  the  January  term  of 
court  in  1879,  since  which  time  he  has  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican  until  1878.  since  which  time  he  has  been 
independent.  He  was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county 
in  1866,  and  most  creditably  and  acceptably  filled 
that  office  for  three  years.  In  1870  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  New  Milford  township,  to  which  he  re- 
moved in  1873,  in  August,  1877,  returned  to 
Montrose,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  practice 
and  other  business.  On  September  7,  1899,  at  the 
State  convention  of  the  People’s  party,  Mr.  Lane 
was  nominated  for  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania. 


In  Benton  township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn., 
November  14,  1866,  Mr.  Lane  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Kate  A.  Wells,  a native  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  John  Wells, 
an  extensive  farmer  of  that  county.  Of  this  union 
seven  children  were  born,  namely : Grace  A. ; Olm- 
sted, who  was  killed  by  a horse  December  24,  1878; 
Jesse;  Bruce,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months; 
Emma  May;  Walter  F.,  and  Pauline. 

Mr.  Lane  is  a charter  member  of  Four  Brothers 
Post  No.  453,  G.  A.  R. ; is  librarian  of  the  Susque- 
hanna County  Historical  Society;  president  of  the 
Equitable  Aid  Union  Insurance  Co.,  and  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Montrose  Farmers  Alliance  & Industrial 
Union.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  is  quite  popular 
socially  and  has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fel- 
low citizens.  When  Mr.  Lane  was  discharged  from 
the  service,  he  was  presented,  unsolicited,  with  a 
very  strong  letter,  signed  by  all  his  regimental  offic- 
ers, and  addressed  to  Gov.  Curtin,  recommending  him 
as  eminently  qualified  to  have  an  important  com- 
mission in  the  military  service  of  his  country,  which 
was  never  presented  to  the  Governor  on  account  of 
the  sickness  of  his  brother.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  and 
as  trustee  of  the  Church,  and  has  taken  an  active 
and  leading  part  in  all  church  work.  He  has  mani- 
fested the  same  loyalty  in  days  of  peace  as  in  time 
of  war  and  a trust  reposed  in  him  has  never  been 
misplaced. 

ELDER  WILLIAM  SPANGENBERG,  re- 
tired farmer  and  local  minister,  whose  residence  is 
in  Lake  township,  Wayne  county,  comes  of  an  old 
and  honored  German  family  in  this  country,  and  first 
known  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

A native  of  Pennsylvania,  our  subject  was 
born  January  7,  1828,  in  Jefferson  township,  Luzerne 
county,  ’a  great-grandson  of  William  Spangenberg,. 
who  was  a wealthy  man,  for  several  years  proprietor 
of  a meat  market  in  Hanover,  Germany.  He  never 
came  to  this  country.  Frederick  Spangenberg,  son 
of  the  above,  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Hanover,  whence  in  an  early  day  he  came 
to  this  country,  settling  on  a farm  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.  John  Spangenberg,  son  of  Frederick,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty, and  was  there  twice  married,  first  time  to  Mary 
Fargo,  by  whom  he  had  six  children : Henry, 
Thomas,  Abbie  (who  married  Alonzo  Collins,  now 
deceased),  Susan  (who  married  Daniel  Osgood, 
now  deceased),  John,  and  Abner  (retired  farmer  of 
Jefferson  township,  Lackawanna  county),  all  now 
deceased  except  the  last  named.  The  mother  of 
these  dying,  John  Spangenberg  for  his  second  wife 
wedded  Mary  Bronson,  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y., 
and  they  not  long  afterward  came  to  Wayne  county. 
Children  were  born  to  this  marriage  as  follows : 
George,  Eunice  (who  married  Philip  Merringer), 
Amos,  Phoebe  (who  married  Ephraim  Swingle,  now 
deceased),  Hannah  (wife  of  Marcus  Day,  a retired. 
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farmer  of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county), 
Frederick  (also  a resident  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship), William  (our  subject),  Simeon  H.,  Levi  and 
Louis,  all  now  deceased  excepting  Hannah  (Mrs. 
Day),  Frederick  and  William.  The  parents  died  in 
Wayne  county,  the  father  in  1856,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  the  mother  on  April  6,  1891,  at 
the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-nine  years,  seven 
months,  six  days,  and  their  remains  rest  in  South 
Canaan  township  burial  ground. 

On  January  6,  1848,  in  Jefferson  township, 
Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  by  Rev.  James  Ferguson,  Elder 
William  Spangenberg  was  married  to  Henrietta  Iviz- 
er,  and  the  following  is  a brief  record  of  their  chil- 
dren: Allen,  born  December  9,  1848,  died  June  22, 
1875,  being  killed  on  the  railroad  at  Gravity,  Wayne 
county,  while  at  work ; he  married  Anna  Olivers. 
Mary  E.,  born  August  28,  1850,  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, her  first  husband  being  David  Kenner,  and 
after  his  death  she  wedded  Joseph  Ingle,  a wealthy 
attorney  of  New  York  City.  Jacob,  born  September 
3,  1852,  died  at  the  age  of  two  vears,  eight  months. 
John  J.,  born  March  15,  1855,  married  Julia  Arnold. 
Milton  C.,  born  July  26,  1858,  married  Mary  Shiek. 
Hannah  J.,  born  February  2,  1862,  married  Wesley 
Hughey.  Friend  W.,  born  April  9,  1864,  married 
Mary  Brant,  and  died  November  25,  1885.  Lilly 
A.,  born  October  20,  1866,  married  Allen  J.  Pethick, 
a carpenter  and  farmer  of  Lake  township,  Wayne 
county.  Delbert  L.,  a farmer  in  Paupack  township, 
born  September  8,  1869,  married  Emma  Bucking- 
ham. Simon  P.,  a farmer  in  Cherry  Ridge  township, 
Wayne  county,  born  August  14,  1872,  married  Lena 
Kimble.  Of  the  above,  John  J.  and  Milton  C. 
Spangenberg,  and  Wesley  Hughey  are  all  farmers 
in  Lake  township,  Wayne  county. 

Mrs.  Henrietta  (Ivizer)  Spangenberg,  wife  of 
our  subject,  was  born  February  28,  1831,  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  a daughter  of  John  J.  and  Mary 
(Bartlo)  Ivizer,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  came 
to  Pennsylvania  in  March,  1831,  settling  in  Luzerne 
county.  Their  children  were  Abraham,  Henry  and 
Betsey,  all  three  of  whom  died  in  New  Jersey ; Hen- 
rietta, Mrs.  Spangenberg;  Mary  A.,  who  married 
John  Black,  a farmer  of  Lackawanna  county;  Jas- 
per. aiso  a farmer  in  that  county ; Plulda,  widow 
of  Louis  Spangenberg,  living  in  Scranton,  and  Sam- 
uel, the  youngest  in  the  family,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Scranton,  Penn.  The  father  of  these  died  in 
1884,  aged  eightv-three,  the  mother  in  1869,  aged 
sixty-nine  years,  and  they  are  buried  in  Jefferson 
township,  Luzerne  county.  Mrs.  Spangenberg's 
paternal  grandparents,  Abraham  and  Anna  (Span- 
genberg) Ivizer,  were  lifelong  residents  of  New 
Jersey,  as  were  also  her  maternal  grandparents, 
John  and  Betsy  Bartlo. 

Elder  William  Spangenberg,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  review,  received  a liberal  education  at  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  boyhood 
home,  and  remained  with  his  parents  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began 


life  for  himself,  purchasing  a farm  in  Salem  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  Operating  same  six  years,  he 
sold  out  at  the  end  of  that  time,  and  during  the  sub- 
sequent fourteen  years  was  for  the  most  part  serving 
as  a conductor  on  the  Gravity  railroad.  In  1851-52, 
however,  he  carried  on  a mercantile  store  in  Jeffer- 
son township,  Luzerne  county,  and  from  there  went 
to  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  farmed  one  year, 
thence  returning  to  his  old  employment  as  conductor 
on  the  Gravity  railroad.  In  i860  he  was  licensed  to 
preach  by  the  Christian  denomination,  and  has  con- 
tinued in  that  connection  ever  since.  He  has  or- 
ganized, many  Churches  throughout  New  Jersey, 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  has  done  much  Chris- 
tian work  among  railroad  people,  and  is  still  active 
in  local  work  as  the  weather  may  permit.  Polit- 
ically he  was  originally  a Whig,  then  a Republican 
after  the  organization  of  that  party,  and  for  seven 
years  he  was  postmaster  at  Pink,  but  resigned  in 
1896.  He  and  his  wife  at  present  make  their  home 
on  the  farm  belonging  to  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Ingle,  in  Lake  township,  and  they  are  looked 
up  to  with  the  highest  respect  by  a wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances,  by  whom  they  are  hon- 
ored and  esteemed  for  their  many  virtues. 

AARON  PARKS  BUMP,  a retired  farmer  of 
West  Auburn,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born 
March  27,  1834,  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  son  of 
George  and  Theodosia  (Beeman)  Bump. 

George  Bump  was  born  in  Fishkill,  N.  Y.,  July 
9,  1786,  son  of  Jacob  and  Millicent  (Waterson) 
Bump,  who  were  natives  of  England  and  Connecti- 
cut, respectively.  Jacob  Bump  was  a farmer  by 
occupation.  He  and  his  wife  died  at  Wyalusing, 
Penn.  George  Bump  married  Theodosia  Beeman, 
who  was  born  in  Rocky  Forest,  Penn.,  daughter  of 
Nathan  and  Esther  (Beerley)  Beeman,  of  Connect- 
icut, both  of  whom  died  in  New  York  State.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows : Lovisa, 
now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Isaac  Greek ; 
Isaac  and  Esther,  both  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years ; Adelia,  .wife  of  George  Brotzman,  of 
Auburn  township;  Hannah,  Mrs.  Ransford  Ford, 
deceased ; Harriet,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four ; 
Aaron  P.,  our  subject : Jacob,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  and  Dennis  L.,  a farmer  of  Evergreen, 
Penn.  The  father  of  this  family  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  in  1809,  locating  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, subsequently  lived  in  Bradford  county  for  a 
time,  and  finally,  in  1840,  setled  in  Auburn  township, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  pursuits.  He  died  April  3,  1862, 
and  was  interred  in  the  Camptown  (Penn.)  ceme- 
tery ; the  mother,  who  died  December  3,  1880,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-five,  is  buried  in  Bradford 
county. 

Aaron  P.  Bump  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  was  trained  to  farm  life,  which  he 
has  always  followed,  being  now  comfortably  situated 


1142 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


as  the  result  of  industry  and  thrift  during  his  early 
years.  In  September,  1862,  he  became  a member  of 
Company  A,  131st  P.  V.  I.,  Capt.  G.  L.  Stone,  hav- 
ing enlisted  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  for  nine  months 
service,  was  mustered  in  at  Harrisburg,  and  was 
mustered  out  at  that  city  in  1863.  He  was  taken 
sick  with  typhoid  fever  near  Falmouth,  Va.,  and 
finally  taken  to  the  Lincoln  general  hospital  at 
Washington,  thence  to  Harrisburg.  He  was  at 
Chancellorsville  during  this  term  of  service.  In 
1864  he  enlisted  at  Scranton  in  Company  C,  203rd 
Regiment  P.  V.  I.,  Capt.  Smallwood,  for  one  year, 
was  sent  to  Petersburg,  afterward  taking  part  in  the 
battles  of  Deep  Bottom,  Chapins  Farm,  before 
Richmond,  and  Fort  Fisher,  and  thence  proceeding 
to  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  where  the  command  was  mustered 
out  in  June,  1865.  They  were  discharged  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  service  Mr.  Bump 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Susquehanna  county, 
settling  on  the  farm  in  Auburn  township,  part  of 
which  he  now  occupies.  He  first  purchased  the 
place,  which  originally  comprised  fifty  acres,  from 
John  Lacey,  sold  it  in  1870  and  removed  to  Brad- 
ford county,  and  after  a residence  of  four  years 
there  lived  in  different  places  until  1889,  when  he 
purchased  the  home  again  with  the  nine  and  two- 
thirds  acres  of  land  he  now  owns.  In  1862  Mr. 
Bump  married,  at  West  Auburn,  Miss  Susan  Welch, 
who  was  born  in  V ilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Welch,  and  died  in  1872,  at 
the  age  of  forty  years ; she  was  buried  at  Skinners 
Eddy.  To  this  union  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Charles  F.,_who  married  Emma  Twinnan,  and  lives 
in  Leraysvilie,  Penn. ; George,  deceased ; Jane,  de- 
ceased ; Anna,  wife  of  Edgar  Winnings,  of  Lerays- 
vilie; Etta,  who  died  when  one  year  old;  and  Cora, 
wife  of  Martin  Grover,  who  drives  the  stage  be- 
tween West  Auburn  and  Skinners  Eddy.  Mr. 
Bump  is  a Republican  in  political  preference.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  he  is  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  this  section. 

REV.  SEWARD  ELI  AKIM  MILLER  (de- 
ceased) was  for  a quarter  of  a century  a prominent 
minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  preaching  through- 
out Susquehanna  and  Lackawanna  counties.  He  la- 
bored with  all  the  strength  of  a great  nature  and  all 
the  eai  nestness  of  a true  heart  for  the  bettering  of 
the  world  about  him ; and  when  called  to  the  rest 
and  reward  of  the  higher  world,  his  best  monument 
was  found  in  the  love  and  respect  of  those  who  knew 
him. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  June  7,  1825,  within  a 
few  rods  of  the  present  home  of  his  family  in  Clif- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county.  His  father, 
Rev.  Charles  Miller,  also  a minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church  for  over  forty  years,  was  born  in  Brooklyn, 
Susquehanna  county,  March  20,  1793,  and  died’ in 
Chffoid  township,  March  20,  1863,  his  remains  be- 
ing  interred  in  Clifford  cemetery.  The  grandfather. 


Adam  Miller,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  and  on  his 
emigration  to  America  located  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  married  Eleanor  Nicholson,  a native  of  that 
city,  and  a cousin  of  Comptroller  General  Nicholson. 
There  they  continued  to  reside  until  1787,  when  they 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  and  settled  in  Brook- 
lyn township,  near  the  village  of  that  name.  In  Scott 
township,  Lackawanna  county  (then  Northumber- 
land county),  Rev.  Charles  Miller  married  Miss 
Algytha  Orvis,  who  was  born  August  8,  1792,  in 
that  township  when  it  formed  a part  of  Luzerne 
county,  and  died  in  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  December  3,  1856.  Her  parents 
were  Roger  and  Marianne  (Seward)  Orvis,  natives 
of  New  York  State,  who  also  died  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, having  come  from  Scott  township,  Lackawanna 
county,  to  spend  their  last  days  with  their  children. 
The  children  born  to  Rev.  Cha'rles  and  Algytha  (Or- 
vis) Miller  were  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  William 
S.  Finn ; Charles  Nicholson  and  Joseph  S.,  both  de- 
ceased; Rev.  William  A.,  a Baptist  minister  of 
Clifford  township;  Jerusha,  who  married  Joel 
Wheeler  Finn  and  died  in  Kansas;  Seward  E.,  our 
subject;  Loren,  who  died  after  his  return  from  the 
army ; and  Stephen,  who  died  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

On  January  3,  1855,  at  the  home  of  Rev.  Will- 
iam K.  Mott,  in  Providence,  Penn.,  Elder  Seward 
E.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  E.  Anne 
Gardner,  who  was  born  in  Scott  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county,  February  24,  1831,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Susan  (Barriger)  Gardner,  the  former 
a native  of  Luzerne  county,  the  latter  of  Delaware, 
Pike  county.  Her  parents  died  in  Scott  town- 
ship, where  they  had  made  their  home  for  over 
seventy  years,  and  were  buried  in  Scott  Valley 
cemetery.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, was  born  November  23,  1799,  and  died 
October  22,  1880,  and  the  mother  died  October 
20,  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Their 
children  were  Charlotte,  deceased  wife  of  John 
Knight;  Mary  L.,  deceased  wife  of  Hiram  Wells; 

E.  Anne,  wife  of  our  subject;  William  FI.,  de- 
ceased; John  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years;  Paul,  who  died  in  infancy;  Benjamin 

F. ,  deceased,  who  was  captain  of  a company  in  the 
Civil  war ; William  H.  H.,  a farmer  of  Scott  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  county ; Caroline,  wife  of  Cal- 
vin Vail,  of  Jermyn,  Penn.;  Josephine,  wife  of 
George  Vajl,  a farmer  of  Scott  township;  Chester 
B.,  an  attorney  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Winfield 
S.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Scott  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Miller’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
Jesse  and  Christina  (Simrell)  Gardner,  the  former 
a native  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Penn.  They  were  farming  people,  and  both  died 
in  Greenfield,  Penn.  The  maternal  grandparents 
were  John  and  Charlotte  (Ewall)  Barriger. 

The  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  as  follows:  (1)  Susan  A.,  who  is  now  the- 
wife  of  August  Marx,  a traveling  salesman  of  El- 
mira, N.  Y.  (2)  Jessie  A.,  wife  of  Rev.  G.  R. 
Smith,  a Baptist  minister  of  Franklinville,  N.  Y. 
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(3)  Frank  S.,  who  was  principal  of  the  Everetts 
schools,  later  a professor  at  Pierce  Business  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia,  and  superintendent  of  the  Ma- 
hanoy  schools.  Subsequently  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Lackawanna  bar  and  was  an  attorney  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  December  26, 
1896.  He  married  Clara  M.  Gardner.  (4) 
Charles  H.,  who  died  March  9,  1885.  (5)  Hugh 

C,  who  died  November  20,  1885.  (6)  Eugene 

K.,  who  is  a salesman  in  Scranton,  Penn.  (7) 
Ruth  D.,  who  is  at  home;  and  (8)  Ralph  William, 
who  lives  on  the  old  homestead,  which  has  been  the 
home  of  four  generations  of  the  name. 

In  early  life  Elder  Miller  studied  law,  and  was 
was  admitted  to  the  Lackawanna  County  Bar,  after 
having  been  a student  in  the  office  of  Lathrop  & 
Jones,  of  Carbondale.  He  pleaded  his  first  case  at 
Wilkes  Barre,  but  soon  abandoned  the  profession. 
On  July  10,  1868,  at  the  Greenfield  Church,  Lacka- 
wanna county,  he  was  ordained  a minister,  and 
from  that  time  up  to  within  a few  weeks  of  his 
death  he  engaged  in  preaching,  having  charge  of 
churches  in  Lenox,  Harford  and  Clifford  town- 
ships, Susquehanna  county,  besides  some  in  Lacka- 
wanna county.  He  often  preached  in  school-houses 
and  did  much  missionary  work,  most  of  the  time 
receiving  no  compensation  for  his  services.  In 
early  life  he  was  a strong  anti-slavery  man,  was 
also  an  anti-Mason  and  a man  of  decided  opinions. 
Politically  he  was  a Prohibitionist,  and  he  held  the 
offices  of  school  director  and  poormaster  for  many 
vears,  and  his  support  was  always  given  every 
enterprise  for  the  public  good.  He  died  on  the 
home  farm  in  Clifford  township,  April  23,  1885, 
and  was  buried  in  Clifford  Valley  cemetery,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers.  He  was  faith- 
ful to  his  church,  to  his  country  and  to  his  friends, 
and  in  his  home  was  a most  exemplary  husband  and 
father.  His  death  occasioned  the  deepest  regret 
throughout  the  community,  and  the  county  thereby 
lost  one  of  its  valued  citizens. 

VAN  CAMP  PETERS.  The  Peters  family 
has  long  been  prominent  in  Pike  county,  and  for 
several  generations  its  members  have  been  active  in 
the  varied  interests  which  have  tended  to  the  rapid 
development  of  that  section.  Coming  of  shrewd, 
thrifty  Holland-Dutch  stock,  they  have  made  the 
best  of  citizens,  and  the  name  is  a synonym  for 
ability  and  integrity  and  enterprise.  The  first  an- 
cestor of  whom  we  have  definite  record  was  Peter 
Peters  (the  great-grandfather  of  the  successful 
young  business  man  of  Stroudsburg  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch).  That  worthy  pioneer,  who  was 
a miller  by  trade,  came  from  Holland  about  the 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  accompanied  by 
two  brothers,  Henry  and"  John,  and  landing  at 
Philadelphia,  made  his  home  for  several  years  at 
Chestnut  Hill,  near  that  city.  Later  he  removed  to 
Easton,  and  finally  to  Stroudsburg,  where  his  last 
days  were  spent. 

Henrv  Peters,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 


was  born  near  Philadelphia  in  September,  1787,  and 
died  March  2,  1857.  On  January  16,  1814,  he 
married  Sarah  Gunsaules,  who  was  born  July  23, 
1794,  in  what  is  now  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Henry 
Peters  bought  a large  tract  of  timber  land  from 
Judge  John  Coolbaugh  and  a Mr..  Van  Horn,  of 
Easton,  the  purchase  including  most  of  the  present 
site  of  the  village  of  Bushkill,  Pike  county.  Here 
he  built  a humble  dwelling,  and  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing and  rafting,  and  as  other  settlers  came  to  the 
locality,  he  became  interested  in  milling  and  in  mer- 
cantile business.  His  log  cabin  (which  contained 
only  one  window  with  four  panes  of  glass)  was  the. 
first  tavern  in  the  neighborhood,  travelers  being- 
entertained  there  in  primitive  style,  and  after  his 
death  that  business  was  continued  there  for  some 
time  by  one  of  his  sons.  The  building  was  finally 
torn  down,  after  standing  more  than  a century, 
and  near  its  former  site  stands  the  handsome  resi- 
dence of  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Peters.  Henry  Peters 
was  the  virtual  founder  of  Bushkill,  and  was  the 
first  postmaster  at  that  place,  the  office  having  ever 
since  been  held  by  some  member  of  the  family. 
He  was  a man  of  strong  character  and  high  stand- 
ing, industrious  and  economical  in  his  habits,  and 
scrupulously  upright  in  his  dealings  with  others. 
His  descendants  still  own  the  greater  part  of  the 
land  in  and  around  Bushkill,  now  an  attractive  vil- 
lage, much  frequented  by  summer  tourists  in  search 
of  picturesque  scenery  and  healthful  surroundings. 
To  Henry  and  Sarah  Peters  the  following  children 
were  born:  Elizabeth  (1814-1858)  ; Elsie  (1817), 

widow  of  Henry  M.  La  Bar;  Delinda  P.  (1819- 
1871),  who  married  Henry  S.  Mott,  of  Milford; 
Charles  R. ; Maria ; Catherine  Eilenberger  ; and 
Samuel  G.,  the  last  named  being  now  engaged  in 
business  at  Bushkill. 

Charles  Ridgway  Peters,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  February  12,  1822,  and  died  De- 
cember 2,  1867.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
hotel-keeping  at  Bushkill  throughout  his  life,  and 
won  the  respect  of  all  his  associates  by  his  sterling 
qualities  of  character.  Although  he  was  never  an 
aspirant  after  public  honors  he  took  much  interest 
in  politics,  being  a stanch  Democrat  in  principle, 
while  he  was  also  active  in  Church  work.  On 
February  4,  1852,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  E. 
Coolbaugh,  daughter  of  John  Coolbaugh,  and  three 
children  were  born  to  the  union : Edwin  F., 

Harry  and  Van  Camp. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  17,  1862,  at  Bush- 
kill, and  after  completing  the  course  of  study  in 
the  local  schools  attended  the  seminary  at  Kings- 
ton, Penn.  Having  determined  upon  a business 
career,  he  took  a course  in  the  Eastman  Business 
College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  acquiring  a thorough 
training  in  the  methods  of  practical  finance.  He 
then  formed  a partnership  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Pittston,  Penn.,  but  he  soon 
afterward  sold  his  interest  and  accepted  a clerkship 
in  the  Stroudsburg  National  Bank.  Later  he  was 
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in  business  with  his  uncle,  Hon.  Luke  Brodhead, 
at  Water  Gap,  but  since  1887  he  has  devoted  his 
attention  to  the  tanning  business,  in  connection  with 
the  Stroudsburg  Tannery.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  he  is  not  an  office  seeker. 

On  December  27,  1887,  Mr.  Peters  married 
Miss  Edith  M.  Knighton.  Her  father,  the  late 
Rev.  Frederick  Knighton,  had  been  heavily  inter- 
ested in  the  Stroudsburg  Tannery,  with  which  Mr. 
Peters  is  now  connected.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters  are 
leading  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Stroudsburg,  and  take  an  active  part  in  its  varied 
lines  of  work.  They  have  three  bright  children: 
Knighton,  Henry  and  Adelaide. 

Rev.  Frederick  Knighton,  D.  D.,  who1  was  for 
many  years  an  honored  clergyman  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  was  born  April  1,  1814,  in  Derby, 
England,  and  died  at  Stroudsburg,  September  9, 
1888,  after  a long  but  comparatively  painless  illness. 
He  was  of  English  parentage,  and  in  his  character 
displayed  many  of  the  best  traits  of  that  sturdy 
race.  Dr.  Knighton  spent  his  youth  in  New  Jer- 
sey and  was  educated  at  Princeton,  graduating 
from  the  college  in  1838,  and  from  the  Theological 
Seminary  in  1841.  Later  he  studied-  law  with 
Judge  Green,  of  the  same  city,  but  he  never  prac- 
ticed that  profession.  For  several  years  previous 
to  his  graduation  he  taught  school,  and  after  leav- 
ing school  he  continued  that  occupation  for  a time 
at  various  places,  including  Hamburg  and  Glouces- 
ter, N.  J. ; Alexandria,  Fredericksburg  and  Din- 
widdie  Court  House,  Va. ; Belvidere,  N.  J.,  and 
Milford  and  Stroudsburg,  Penn.  In  1833,  when  a 
young  man,  he  came  to  Stroudsburg  and  taught  a 
public  school  in  the  old  seminary  for  two  years, 
having  for  one  of  his  pupils  Judge  S.  S.  Dreher. 
During  that  time  he  boarded  with  Stroud  J.  Hol- 
linshead,  keeper  of  the  “Stroudsburg  House”  (now 
Burnett). 

The  following  article  gives  a brief  resume  of 
his  labors,  and  is  a high  testimonial  of  his  char- 
acter and  usefulness : 

It  having  pleased  the  Lord  to  remove,  by  death,  the 
Rev.  Frederick  Knighton,  D.  D.,  a member  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Newton,  the  Presbytery  would  place  on  its  records 
the  following  minute: — 

Dr.  Knighton  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  East 
Hanover,  Va.,  in  April,  1847;  was  ordained  by  the  Presbytery 
of  West  Jersey,  November,  1851,  served  the  Gloucester  City 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  pastor,  a short  time,  from  this  date; 
took  charge  of  the  Academy  at  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  in  the  fall  of 
1854,  and,  soon. after,  began  to  supply  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Oxford.  He  served  this  church  until  the  summer 
of  1878  _ Since  leaving  First  Oxford  in  1873,  he  continued  to 
supply  feeble  Churches  for  short  periods,  and  has  preached 
for  his  brethren,  as  called  upon  to  suppy  their  pulpits,  resid- 
ing for  the  last  tea  years  in  Stroudsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Knighton  was  a man  of  eminently  scholarly  tastes 
and  attainments.  He  was  one  of  the  few  liberally  educated 
persons  who  keep  up  their  interest  in  more  strictly  literary 
studies.  His  superior  natural  ability  and  acquirements 
would  have  fitted  him  well  for  a professor’s  chair.  He  was 
much  interested  in  the  cause  of  education.  Several  persons, 
now  in  the  Gospel  Ministry,  and  other  professions,  express 
themselves  as  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  valuable  instruc- 
tion in  pursuing  their  Academic  studies. 

His  work,  while  in  the  First  Oxford  Church,  was  greatly 


blessed,  a new  Church-edifice  having  been  built,  and  large 
accessions  made  to  the  membership  of  the  Church;  and  he 
was  instrumental  in  doing  foundation  work  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Second  Church  of  Oxford.  He  served  as  Chap- 
lain of  the  Eleventh  Regiment  N.  J.  Vols.,  for  the  term  of 
nine  months,  during  our  late  Civil  war.  His  work  has  been 
accomplished,  and  he  has  entered  into  his  rest. 

One  after  another  the  members  connected  with  the 
Presbytery  of  Newton,  when  Dr.  Knighton  became  a mem- 
ber of  this  body,  have  been  separated  from  us,  by  death  or 
otherwise,  until  but  one  remains.  The  admonition  comes  to 
all  the  present  members  of  this  Presbytery:  “ Be  ye  also 

ready.” 

Resolved,  That  the  Presbytery,  hereby,  expresses  its 
deep  sympathy  with  the  family  of  Dr.  Knighton,  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  minute.be  forwarded  to  them  by  the  Stated 
Clerk. 

Adopted  by 

the  Presbytery  of  Newton, 
at  Washington,  N.  J., 
this  third  day  of  October, 

A.  D.  1888. 

[Signed]  Attest,  E.  Clarke  Cline, 

Stated  Clerk. 

The  Doctor  was  a member  of  Wadsworth 
Grand  Army  Post,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  a large 
delegation  attended  the  funeral  services  which  were 
held  at  his  late  home,  the  remains  being  afterward 
removed  to<  Towanda,  Penn.,  for  interment.  In 
1841  the  Doctor  married  Miss  Sarah  Wilson, 
daughter  of  a prominent  citizen  of  Princeton.  She 
survives  him  with  two  daughters : the-  eldest  mar- 
ried Noble  N.  Betts,  a banker  of  Towanda,  Penn. ; 
and  the  younger  is  now  the  wife  of  our  subject.  . 

NASH  E.  GARDNER,  a leading  and  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  follows  general  farming  and  also  operates 
flagstone  quarries.  He  is  a native  of  the  county 
where  he  still  resides,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Lenox  township,  March  24,  1849. 

Mr.  Gardner’s  parents  were  William  R.  and 
Ann  (Baker)  Gardner,  the  former  born  in  Norwich, 
Conn.,  September  10,  1813,  the  latter  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  March  19,  1819.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-three  years  the  father  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  located  in  Lenox  township.  He 
had  prevously  learned  the  tanner’s  and  currier’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  connection  with  shoe- 
making for  twenty  years,  later  turning  his  attention 
to  farming.  He  was  a man  of  prominence  in  his 
community,  and  filled  the  offices  of  school  direc- 
tor and  township  supervisor.  He  died  in  June, 
1896,  his  wife  passing  away  in  March,  1885,  and 
both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Clifford  cemetery.  Their 
children  were  Hulda  S.,  wife  of  John  Lee,  a farmer 
and  huckster  of  Clifford;  Susan  E.,  wife  of  Peter 
Decker,  a retired  farmer  of  Clifford;  Joseph  A., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ; and  Nash 
E.,  our  subject. 

Upon  his  father’s  farm,  in  Lenox  township, 
Nash  E.  Gardner  grew  to  manhood,  attending  the 
common  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood,  and 
several  terms  at  Harford.  On  attaining  his  majority 
be  purchased  the  old  homestead,  which  he  success- 
fully operated  until  his  removal,  in  November,  1881, 
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to  his  present  home,  and  which  he  continued  to  own 
until  1892.  He  is  a skillful  farmer  and  good  busi- 
ness man,  and  has  steadily  prospered  in  his  undertak- 
ings until  he  is  now  quite  well-to-do,  owning,  be- 
sides his  home  in  Clifford,  fine  property  in  Forest 
City  and  Carbondale,  and  two  farms  in  Lackawanna 
county.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  affiliating  with  the 
lodge  at  East  Benton,  Penn.,  and  of  the  Farmers’ 
Alliance,  and  he  is  a member  and  one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Farmers’  Alliance  & Industrial  Union 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of  Pennsylvania.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  politically  a supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  its  principles. 

At  Clifford,  September  13,  1870,  Mr.  Gardner 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  H.  Linda  Lffley, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children : Cather- 
ine S.,  Anabel  and  Marian  L.,  all  at  home.  Mrs. 
Gardner  is  also  a native  of  Lenox  township,  and  a 
daughter  of  Lucius  and  Catherine  (Kennedy)  L'tley, 
who  were  natives  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.,  respectively,  and  were  married  in  the 
latter  city,  February  16,  1828.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents, Amos  and  Alice  (Abbott)  Utley,  made 
their  home  in  New  London,  Conn.,  and  the  maternal 
grandparents,  James  and  Sarah  (Abbott)  Kennedy, 
came  from  that  State  to  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  at  an 
early  day.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  her  father 
commenced  work  in  the  lumber  woods  of  Mauch 
Chunk,  Penn.,  remaining  there  until,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight,  he  came  to  Lenox  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  followed  farming  until 
1884,  becoming  one  of  the  best  and  most  extensive 
agriculturists  of  the  township.  He  attended  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  as  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  his  community  he  was  called  upon  to  fill 
several  township  offices.  His  last  days  were  spent 
with  his  children,  and  he  died  at  he  home  of 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Eliza  Osterhous,  in  Dun- 
more,  Penn.,  June  11,  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  vears  and  one  day.  His  wife  was  born  in  1807, 
and  died  in  Lenox  township,  October  4,  1879.  Both 
weredaid  to  rest  in  Clifford  cemetery.  They  reared 
a family  of  twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  are 
still  living,  and  all  but  two  reside  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  eldest,  Mrs.  Burdick,  now  (1900)  aged  seventy- 
two  years,  the  youngest  aged  fifty-two  vears. 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  George  Burdick,  tollgate  keeper 
at  Chinchilla.  Penn. ; James  K.  is  a farmer  of  Lenox 
township;  Jared  F.  is  a farmer  of  Clifford  town- 
ship; Catherine  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Halstead : Eliza  A.  is  the  widow  of  William  Oster- 
hous, of  Dunmore ; Stephen  Lester  is  a farmer  of 
Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; Lydia  is  the  wife  of 
Marshall  Finn,  a merchant  of  Dalton,  Penn. ; Charles 
is  a farmer  of  Lenoxville ; Mary  is  the  wife  of  An- 
drew Halstead,  a prospector  of  South  Dakota ; 
John  L.  is  a farmer  of  Clifford  township;  H.  Linda 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject ; and  Adelia  D.  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Waderman,  a farmer  of  South  Dakota. 


AMORY  NELSON  BULLARD,  a well- 
known  surveyor  and  prominent  citizen  of  Mont- 
rose, is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  a 
representative  of  one  of  her  honored  old  families. 
He  was  born  in  Springville,  now  Dimock  town- 
ship, September  1,  1817,  and  is  a son  of  Elijah 
and  Olive  C.  (Deans)  Bullard,  natives  of  Vermont 
and  Connecticut,  respectively.  They  were  married 
in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna,  and  died 
in  Montrose,  the  father  in  1864,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-three  years,  the  mother  in  1874,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-two,  and  their  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Montrose  cemetery.  The  father  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  but  owing  to  rheumatism  he 
spent  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life  in  retirement 
from  active  labor.  He  made  his  home  in  Mont- 
rose for  twenty  years.  Of  his  children,  our  subject 
is  the  eldest ; Olive  C.  is  a resident  of  Montrose ; 
Isaac  N.  is  a merchant  of  that  city ; Amanda  G.  is 
the  widow  of  Harvey  Tyler,  and  a resident  of  Mont- 
rose ; Zebulon  is  a retired  farmer  of  South  Mont- 
rose ; and  Helen  is  the  wife  of  Philander  Pepper, 
a lumber  merchant  of  Williamsport,  Penn.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Isaac  and 
Sally  (Tyler)  Bullard,  natives  of  New  Hampshire, 
who  came  to  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  in  1812,  and  here  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven 
years.  The  maternal  grandparents,  Zebulon  and 
Olive  (Crocker)  Deans,  natives  of  Connecticut,  also 
located  in  Bridgewater  township,  in  1812,  when 
it  still  formed  a part  of  Luzerne  county. 

Amory  N.  Bullard  remained  upon  the  home 
farm  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  aiding  in  its 
cultivation  during  the  summer  months,  while 
through  the  winter  season,  from  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  he  taught  school,  teaching  for  eleven 
terms,  ten  of  these  in  Jessup,  Rush  and  Bridge- 
water  townships  and'  the  last  in  Montrose.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-five  he  commenced  learning  the  car- 
penter’s and  joiner’s  trade  in  Montrose,  and  fol- 
lowed that  for  a few  years,  after  which  he  con- 
ducted a news  stand  and  stationery  store — the  first 
of  the  kind  in  Susquehanna  county.  During  Presi- 
dent Pierce’s  administration  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Montrose  and  most  acceptably  filled 
that  office  for  one  term.  Subsequently  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  an  unexpired  term  as  county  super- 
intendent caused  by  the  death  of  Prof.  Tewksbury, 
and  when  lie  retired  from  that  office  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  in  Montrose  for  ten  years. 
At  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  he  had  on  hand  a 
large  stock  of  goods,  and  as  prices  fell,  he  sold  out' 
his  business,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  year 
spent  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  has  since  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  berries 
on  a tract  of  one  acre,  and  to  surveying,  in  which 
he  has  been  engaged  for  the  past  thirty  years. 

In  January,  1845,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Bullard  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Emily 
(Leach)  McKinstry,  and  to  them  were  born  two 
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children:  (i)  Frank  E.,  head  clerk  for  the  Union 

Pacific  Railroad  Co.,  at  North  Platte,  Neb.,  married 
Bell  Davis,  and  they  have  four  children.  (2)  Julius 
A.,  a homeopathic  physician  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.,  married  Daisy  Smith,  and  they  have  had 
eig'ht  daughters,  of  whom  six  are  still  living-. 

Mrs.  Bullard  was  born  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  March  14,  1812,  a 

daughter  of  Capt.  Plezekiah  and  Ruth  (Corbit) 
Leach,  natives  of  Connecticut.  They  were  married 
in  New  Milford  township,  and  there  they  continued 
to  make  their  home  throughout  life.  The  father 
served  as  captain  of  a militia  company,  was  a large 
land  owner  and  extensive  farmer,  and  also  con- 
ducted a hotel  in  New  Milford  township  for  many 
years.  He  died  in  1857,  hi s wife  in  I§44>  aged 
fifty-three  years,  and  both  were  buried  in  that  town- 
ship. Their  children  were  as  follows:  George, 

who  died  in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty; Julia,  deceased  wife  of  John  Davis;  Harry,  de- 
ceased; Sally,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sally,  deceased, 
who  first  married  George  Manning  and  second 
Daniel  McMillen;  Emily,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Lucian,  who'  died  in  infancy ; Lewis,  who  died  in 
California ; Cornelia,  widow  of  John  Egbert  and  a 
resident  of  New  York;  and  Lucian,  deceased. 
Mrs.  Bullard  was  first  married  in  New  Milford, 
Penn.,  to  Alexander  McKinstry,  who  was  born  in 
Hunterdon  county,  N.  J.,  in  1810,  and  died  there 
at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  His  father,  John 
McKinstry,  was  a native  of  Scotland.  By  her  first 
marriage  Mrs.  Bullard  had  two  children : Aaron 

H.,  who  was  killed  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion ; 
and  Lizzie,  wife  of  Cornelius  Ackerman,  an  archi- 
tect and  builder  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  by  whom 
she  has  one  son,  Robert  M. 

For  fifty-three  years  Mr.  Bullard  has  been  an 
honored  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  since  attaining  his  majority  has  been 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
served  as  school  director  three  years,  councilman 
one  year,  and  burgess  two  terms  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public. 
Flis  election  to  the  last  named  office  plainly  indi- 
cates his  popularity  and  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  as  the  city  is  strongly 
Republican. 

GEORGE  BUNNELL  (deceased),  in  his  day 
a prominent  agriculturist  of  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  November  26,  1822,  in 
Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  son  of  James  Bunnell, 
who  settled  there  in  the  early  part  of  the  century. 

Benjamin  Bunnell,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  November  10,  1742,  in  Monroe 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  passed  his  entire  life,  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  married  Catherine  Berry, 
who  was  born  November  26,  1759,  in  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  we  have  the  following  record  of  their  chil- 
dren: Benjamin,  John,  Solomon,  Isaac  and  James 

died  in  Wyoming  county;  Gershom  is  deceased; 
Hester  married,  and  died  in  Ohio;  Pattie,  Mrs. 


John  Place,  died  in  Monroe  county ; Polly,  Mrs. 
John  Jayne,  died  in  Wyoming  county;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  William  Jayne,  died  in  Wyoming  county; 
Beckie,  Mrs.  Moses  Batron,  died  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty; Catherine,  who  died  in  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  married  twice,  first  to  Dr. 
Karney,  and  second  to  Benjamin  Crawford.  The 
father  of  these  passed  away  March  24,  1814,  and 
the  mother  subsequently  came  with  her  children  to 
northeastern  Pennsylvania,  the  family  settling  in 
Wyoming  county.  She  died  September  15,  1843, 
and  her  remains  rest  in  Monroe  county,  where  her 
husband  was  also  buried. 

James  Bunnell  was  born  May  27,  1799,  in 
Monroe  county,  where  he  was  reared,  being  in  his- 
early  manhood  when  he  came  with  the  family  to 
Wyoming  county,  where  he  carried  on  farming 
throughout  his  active  life.  He  married  Miss  Lovisa 
Russell,  who  was  born  May  25,  1798,  daughter  of 
Alvin  and  Hannah  (Alcott)  Russell,  and  they 
reared  a large  family,  of  whom  Hester,  now  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  L.  Safford,  of  Wyoming 
county ; Sally,  wife  of  Daniel  Cooley,  lives  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; George  is  mentioned  below ; Isaac, 
deceased,  was  a resident  of  Auburn  township ; Lu- 
cinda, widow  of  H.  Bird,  lives  in  Meshoppen,  Penn. ; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Jackson  Manning,  lives  in  Au- 
burn township;  Barton  is  a farmer  of  Meshoppen; 
Eleanor,  wife  of  George  Main,  has  her  home  in 
Michigan ; Roxana,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Charles  Baldwin,  of  Meshoppen.  The  father  of 
this  family  died  May  26,  1879,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty  years ; the  mother  is  also  deceased. 

George  Bunnell  was  given  the  somewhat 
limited  advantages  for  education  offered  by  the 
public  schools  in  vogue  during  his  boyhood  days, 
and  he  assisted  his  father  at  home  until  he  reached 
his  majority,  after  which  he  worked  for  him  by 
the  month.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  and  bought  100  acres  of  land 
in  Auburn  township,  on  which  the  work  of  improve- 
ment had  commenced,  and  there  he  continued  to 
reside,  carrying  on  general  farming.  He  added 
thirty  acres  Jo  his  original  purchase,  and  now  had 
seventy-five  acres  cleared  and  under  the  plow, 
and  derived  a good  income  from  his  land,  which 
became  a valuable  tract  under  his  judicious  man- 
agement. In  addition  to  regular  farm  work  he  en- 
gaged in  dairying,  at  his  death  keeping  ten  cows, 
and  at  one  time  he  also  had  a number  of  sheep. 
He  was  a stockholder  in  the  local  creamery,  and 
he  supported  by  his  influence  and  means  every 
enterprise  which  would  advance  local  interests,  or 
tend  to  improve  or  benefit  the  township  which  had 
so  long  been  his  home,  and  where  he  was  highly 
respected  by  all  for  his  many  sterling  qualities.  Mr. 
Bunnell’s  public  spirit  had  been  recognized  by  his 
fellow  townsmen,  and  he  had  been  honored  on 
numerous  occasions  with  election  to  local  offices 
of  responsibility,  for  which  his  ability  and  integrity 
admirably  fitted  him.  He  served  six  years  as 
school  director,  several  terms  as  supervisor,  as 
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pathmaster,  and  several  times  declined  political 
preferment.  His  support  was  given  to  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

On  June  io,  1850,  Mr.  Bunnell  was  married,  in 
Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Eleanor  Russell,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Sally  (Sparks)  Russell,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  three  children:  Byron  J., 

who  is  a farmer  and  gas  man  of  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio ; Bentley,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ; 
and  Samantha,  who  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Jayne,  of 
Meshoppen,  Penn.  The  mother  of  these  was  called 
to  her  long  home  December  11,  1868,  and  for  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Bunnell  wedded,  on  October  23, 
1870,  Miss  Mary  Jane  Wakeley,  daughter  of  Bur- 
ton and  Eliza  (Sturdevant)  Wakeley.  This  union 
was  blessed  with  the  following  named  children : 
Etta,  who  is  the  wife  of  S.  Teetsel,  of  Auburn 
township;  Louis  M.,  a farmer  of  Meshoppen;  Clif- 
ford A.,  who  assists  his  father  on  the  home  farm; 
Lucy,  Eva  and  Addie,  all  attending  school.  The 
family  attend  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
Bunnell  was  an  earnest  member  for  some  forty 
years,  and  held  the  offices  of  steward  and  trustee. 
Socially  he  was  a member  of  the  Grange.  His 
death  occurred  December  12,  1899,  when  he  was 
aged  seventy-seven  years  and  sixteen  days. 

Burton  Wakeley,  father  of  Mrs.  Bunnell,  was 
born  January  29,  1821,  in  Stepney,  Conn.,  and  mar- 
ried Eliza  Sturdevant,  who  was  born  February  27, 
1819,  at  Black  Walunt,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.  She 
is  still  living  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where 
Mr.  Wakeley  was  engaged  in  farming  for  many 
years,  dying  there  December  21,  1896.  He  also 
traveled  through  the  West,  in  government  service, 
and  he  was  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war.  Mrs. 
Bunnell,  born  March  3,  1844,  was  the  eldest  of 
their  family;  Emma  E.  and  George  live  in  Brad- 
ford county;  Sarah  is  a resident  of  Towanda, 
Penn. ; Monroe  occupies  the  old  homestead ; Win- 
ona died  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

LAYTON  ROSENKRANS,  who  is  now 
living  retired  in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  presents  in  his  career  a splendid  illustration 
of  what  can  be  accomplished  in  life  by  indefatigable 
labor,  close  application  to  business,  and  persever- 
ance. He  commenced  life  at  the  foot  of  the  lad- 
der, but,  blessed  with  a prudent  and  sensible  wife 
as  a helpmeet,  he  is  now  able  to  take  life  easily  and 
comfortably,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
early  industry. 

Mr.  Rosenkrans  was  born  April  21,  1828,  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  his  parents,  Nicholas 
and  Lydia  J.  (Layton)  Rosenkrans,  spent  their 
entire  lives,  as  did  also  the  grandparents  on  both 
sides,  who  were  Benjamin  and  Margaret  (Schoon- 
over) Rosenkrans.  and  John  and  Abby  (Brink) 
Layton.  Our  subject’s  father  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  was  honored  with  a number  of 
township  offices.  He  died  in  1851,  aged  fifty-six 
years,  the  mother  in  1840,  aged  thirty-six,  and  both 
were  buried  in  Peters  Valley,  Sussex  county.  The 


children  born  to  them  were  Caroline,  who  died 
young;  Teressa,  wife  of  Amsa  Durling,  of  Mor- 
ristown, N.  J. ; Anson  P.,  a merchant  of  Stillwater, 
N.  J.;  Layton,  our  subject;  Allen,  a berry  raiser  of 
Newton,  N.  J. ; Emily,  who  died  young;  and  Lo- 
renzo D.,  a merchant  of  Newton,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight  years.  For  his  second  wife  the 
father  married  Hannah  Finn,  who  died  two  months 
later,  and  he  subsequently  wedded  Mary  Smith, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Henry  O.,  a lum- 

ber and  coal  merchant  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; and 
Myron  S.,  a bookkeeper,  of  Jersey  City. 

Layton  Rosenkrans  remained  on  the  home 
farm  in  New  Jersey  until  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  and  then  entered  a cooper  shop  with  the  in- 
tention of  learning  the  trade,  but  was  taken  ill  nine 
months  later  and  gave  up  the  business,  as  he  was 
in  poor  health  for  some  time.  Later  he  clerked  in 
his  brother’s  store  for  eight  years,  receiving  only 
his  board  the  greater  part  of  the  time  and  $5  per 
month  the  last  two  years,  and  for  one  year  he  was 
interested  in  the  grocery  business  at  Paterson,  N. 
J.  The  following  year  he  conducted  a store  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  then  went  to  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  employed  as  night  watchman 
at  the  railroad  shops  for  a year  and  a half.  He  and 
his  brother  Oscar  next  embarked  in  the  manu- 
facture of  temperance  drinks  at  that  place,  but  six 
months  later  he  sold  out  to  his  partner,  and  with 
his  brother  Allen  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  where 
they  engaged  in  the  saloon  and  restaurant  business 
together  for  a short  time.  In  the  meantime  he 
taught  his  brother  the  art  of  manufacturing  soda 
drinks,  and  then  took  the  business  and  conducted 
it  alone  for  seven  years  with  marked  success.  On 
disposing  of  the  same,  in  1876,  he  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  and  located  upon  his  present  farm 
in  Jessup  township,  in  the  successful  operation  of 
which  he  was  actively  engaged  for  many  years, 
but  is  now  practically  living  retired.  It  is  pleas- 
antly located  three  and  one-half  miles  from  Mont- 
rose, and  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  In 
his  political  views  Mr.  Rosenkrans  is  a Democrat, 
and  he  most  creditably  served  as  township  treas- 
urer for  three  years. 

On  February  11,1874,  in  Fairdale,  Susquehanna 
county,  Mr.  Rosenkrans  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Ann  Sivers.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  but  are  rearing  an  adopted 
daughter,  Lillian,  who  was  born  January  8,  1893, 
and  has  made  her  home  with  them  since  seven 
months  old.  Mrs.  Rosenkrans  was  born  in  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  August  12,  1852, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mahala  (Martin) 
Sivers,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  New 
York  State,  but  shortly  after  their  marriage  took 
up  their  residence  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  mother  died  in  1865,  at  the 
age  of  forty-seven  years.  The  father  died  at  the 
home  of  our  subject,  in  May,  1896,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-seven  years,  and  both  were  buried  in 
Fairdale  cemeterv.  The  children  born  to  them 
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were  Edward,  deceased;  Jeremiah,  a farmer  of 
Jessup  township;  Hiram,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  a farmer  of  Jessup  township;  Martin, 
who  died  in  the  service  of  his  country  during  the 
Rebellion;  Jacob,  a farmer  of  Rush  township; 
Mahala,  wife  of  Charles  Larue,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township;  Rachel,  wife  of  John  Fowler,  a veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  and  a farmer  of  Jessup  township; 
Elmira,  who  died  young;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Melvina,  wife  of  Lafayette  Shelp,  of  For- 
est Lake  township ; and  Lawrence,  a farmer  of 
Rush  township. 

Benjamin  Rosenkrans,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a colonel  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his 
great-grandfather,  John  Rosenkrans,  was  a colo- 
nel in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Alexander  Rosen- 
krans, the  great-great-grandfather,  was  born  in 
New  York  City,  a son  of  Herman  H.  Rosenkrans, 
who  came  from  Norway,  but  was  supposed  to  be 
a native  of  Holland ; he  married  Magdaleane 
Durks,  who  had  first  married  Cornelius  Capus. 

MATTHEW  JAMES  HARRINGTON,  a 
representative  and  prominent  citizen  of  Montrose, 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  development  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  has  done  much  to'  advance  its 
material  welfare.  He  was  born  near  Deckertown, 
Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  September  18,  1829,  and  was  ten 
years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.  His  boyhood  and  youth 
were  spent  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmers’ 
sons  of  that  day,  and  he  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he 
purchased  a farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  and  to 
its  cultivation  and  improvement  devoted  his  ener- 
gies for  several  years.  Leaving  the  farm  in  1873, 
he  removed  to>  Montrose,  and  conducted  the  ‘‘Ex- 
change Hotel”  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  purchased  another  farm  in  Bridgewater 
township,  and  operated  it  for  ten  years.  Return- 
ing to  Montrose,  he  has  since  conducted  a feed 
store.  Mr.  Harrington  has  helped  to  clear  about 
1,000  acres  of  land  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  in 
his  labors  has  prospered,  besides  his  farm  owning- 
eight  acres  of  land  within  the  corporate  limits  of 
Montrose,  and  property  in  Binghamton,  New 
York.- 

In  Bridgewater  township,  Mr.  Harrington 
was  married.  May  2,  1855,  to  Miss  Eunice  Gard- 
ner, and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children : 
William  H.,  John  C.,  Annie  H.  and  James  F. 
William  H.  and  John  C.  are  in  partnership,  con- 
ducting grist  and  saw  mills,  and  a foundry  just  out- 
side the  corporate  limits  of  Montrose.  Annie  is 
at  home.  James  F.  resides  in  Lenoir,  N.  C.,  being 
manager  of  a large  company  store. 

Mrs.  Harrington  was  born  in  Plainsville, 
Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  July  14,  1833,  a daughter  of 
William  and  Margaret  A.  (Wagner)  Gardner,  the 
former  a native  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.  They  were  married  in  Plains- 
ville, and  in  1834  came  to  Bridgewater  township, 


Susquehanna  county,  locating  on  a farm  owned  and 
operated  by  their  youngest  son.  The  father  was 
born  April  8,  1803,  and  died  October  16,  1854,  and 
the  mother  was  born  August  1,  1811,  and  died 
May  29,  1875,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred 
in  East  Bridgewater  township.  They  attended  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  were  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  them.  Mrs.  Harrington  was  the  eldest 
of  their  children;  Catherine  E.,  born  March  13, 
1835,  died  February  7,  1836;  Jonathan  F.,  born 
October  19,  1836,  is  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship; James  S.,  born  November  13,  1838,  is  also 
a farmer  of  that  township ; Perry  G.,  born  Febru- 
ary 11,  1841,  died  August  24,  1842;  George  H., 
born  June  8,  1843,  died  January  2,  1845;  Mary  L., 
born  April  9,  1845,  died  September  22,  1871  ; Lydia 
A.,  born  March  20,  1847,  is  the  widow  of  J.  W. 
Young,  of  Montrose;  Harriet  F.,  born  September 
23,  1848,  died  February  8,  1849;  Ziba  W.,  born 
January  22,  1850,  was  killed  by  a falling  tree  in 
Colorado,  January  27,  1886;  and  William  F.,  born 
December  1,  1852,  is  a resident  of  Bridgewater 
township.  Mrs.  Harrington’s  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, Jonathan  and  Eunice  (Latham)  Gardner,  na- 
tives of  Connecticnt,  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  during  the  childhood  of  their  son  William, 
and  continued  to  make  their  home  here  throughout 
life.  The  maternal  grandparents,  Frederick  and 
Catherine  Wagner,  were  early  settlers  of  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Harrington  supported  the 
Whig  party,  and  later  was  instrumental  jn  organ- 
izing the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a stanch  supporter.  He  is  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  well  known  for 
his  sterling  character  and  worth.  He  is  a - self- 
educated  as  well  as  a self-made  man,  having  at- 
tended school  after  he  attained  his  majority,  and 
paying  his  own  tuition  with  money  he  had  been 
able  to  save  from  his  earnings.  For  the  success 
that  he  has  achieved  in  life  he  deserves  great  credit, 
as  it  was  due  entirely  to  his  own  well-directed  and 
energetic  efforts. 

O.  S.  KENYON,  an  old  and  honored  citizen 
of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  has 
spent  his  entire  life  there,  his  birth  occurring  in 
July,  1823. 

Our  subject's  parents,  Rodger  and  Freelove 
(Dawley)  Kenyon,  were  born,  reared  and  married 
in  Rhode  Island,  where  they  continued  to  make 
their  home  until  October,  1822,  when  they  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  settled  on  the  hill 
near  Lawsville,  upon  the  farm  owned  by  the  Cos- 
griff  brothers.  From  that  tract  of  land  the  father 
cleared  away  the  trees,  and  then  converted  the  wild 
land  into  a highly-cultivated  farm,  on  which  he 
erected  good  and  substantial  buildings.  There  he 
died  in  1872,  aged  eighty-four  years,  and  his  wor- 
thy wife  passed  away  in  1862,  aged  seventy-four. 
They  were  well-known  and  highly  respected.  Only 
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two  of  their  nine  children  are  now  living:  Rodger, 
a resident  of  Montrose;  and  O.  S.,  our  subject. 
Those  deceased  are  Sallie,  Hannah,  James,  hree- 
love,  Susan,  Annie  and  Phoebe. 

O.  S.  Kenyon  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Liberty  township,  and  as  he  was  in  poor  health 
when  a young  man  he  traveled  throughout  the 
country  with  a team,  selling  dry-goods,  for  several 
years.  In  1846  he  was  united  111  marriage  with 
Miss  Hannah  Sherman,  a native  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  a daughter  of  Sheffield  L.  and  Hannah  Sher- 
man. He  brought  his  young  wife  to  his  present 
home  in  Liberty  township,  which  he  had  previ- 
ously purchased,  and  to  its  cultivation  and  general 
improvement  lie  has  since  devoted  his  energies  with 
most  gratifying  results. 

Of  the  eight  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
wife,  three,  Rodger,  Edna,  and  Othenal,  died  in 
childhood.  The  others  are  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Mary 

A.,  born  in  1847,  has  been  an  invalid  from  child- 
hood, and  resides  at  home.  (2)  Ellen  P.,  born  in 
1852,  married  John  Adams,  of  Liberty  township, 
and  after  his  death  wedded  Isaac  Rosa,  of  New 
York  State.  They  now  make  their  home  in  Bing- 
hamton. (3)  Eva  J.,  born  in  1854,  married  Nor- 
man Van  Houten,  of  Liberty  township,  and  they, 
too,  lived  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died. 
(4)  Cynthia,  born  in  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Payson 
Banker,  of  Liberty  township,  where  they  reside  on 
his  farm.  Their  children  are  Ina,  Eva,  Moses  G. 
and  Alfred.  (5)  Lewis  B.,  born  in  1870,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  home  schools,  and  in  Rhode  Island 
learned  the  machinist's  trade,  which  he  is  now  fol- 
lowing in  the  Jones  Scale  Works,  of  Binghamton, 
New  York. 

Air.  Kenyon  and  his  son  Lewis  are  both  sup- 
porters of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  do  all  in  their 
power  to  advance  its  interests  and  insure  its  suc- 
cess. Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  consistent  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Laws- 
ville,  give  liberally  to  its  support,  and  never  with- 
hold their  aid  from  any  enterprise  calculated  to 
advance  the  moral  or  social  welfare  of  their  com- 
munity. By  their  many  deeds  of  kindness,  and 
charitable  acts,  they  have  gained  the  friendship  of 
all  classes,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  couple  in 
Liberty  township  are  held  in  higher  esteem. 

FRED  A.  OSBORN  is  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  has  been  for  several  years  a successful 
farmer.  His  keen  intelligence  has  won  him  respect, 
and  his  genial,  kindly  disposition  has  attached  to 
him  a host  of  personal  friends.  He  is  still  in  the 
prime  of  manhood,  having  been  born  December  29, 
1852,  at  Oxford,  Chenango  county,  New  York. 

Our  subject's  father,  Edward  M.  Osborn,  mar- 
ried Elsey  Permelia  Youlin,  she  being  his  second 
wife,  and  marrying  him  after  the  death  of  her  sis- 
ter, to  whom  he  had  been  first  united.  She  was 
born  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  July  3,  1826,  and 
died  there  November  11,  1862,  now  sleeping  in  the 


beautiful  cemetery  at  Oxford,  where  her  life  as  a 
wife  and  mother  was  passed.  Edward  M.  Osborn 
was  born  June  22,  1816.  He  was  a man  of  fine 
physique  and  resolute  will.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army,  and  was  commissioned  second  lieu- 
tenant of  Company  PI,  114th  New  York  Volunteers. 
After  six  months’  service,  however,  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged,  on  the  score  of  disability,  the 
result  of  disease  contracted  in  the  miasmatic 
marshes  and  swamps  of  the  South.  Not  long  after 
the  death  of  his  second  wife  he  went  to  Great 
Bend,  Penn.,  where  he  married,  for  his  third  wife, 
Miss  Sarah  B.  Miles.  He  conducted  a shoe  store 
there,  both  making  and  selling  footwear,  until  1870, 
when  he  moved  to  Harford,  and  was  so  highly  es- 
teemed by  his  fellow  townsmen  that  for  ten  years 
he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  died  May 
27,  1895,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-nine,  and 
is  buried  at  Harford.  He  was  a devout  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  his  passing  away  was  a cause  for  jaublic  re- 
gret. No  children  were  born  of  his  first  marriage. 
Fred  A.,  as  has  been  said,  was  a child  of  the  second 
wife,  whose  other  children  were  as  follows:  Elijah 
accompanied  an  army  surgeon  to  the  front  when 
but  a boy  of  thirteen  years,  and  became  the  pet  of  the 
regiment,  but  within  a year  was  attacked  with 
typhoid,  and  died  March  18,  1863  ; Amelia  F.  is  the 
widow  of  C.  A.  Chant,  of  Worcester,  Mass. ; Charles 

M.  conducts  a coffee-roasting  plant  at  Syracuse, 

N.  Y. ; Mary  E.  married  E.  W.  Miller,  a grocer  of 
New  York  City;  Lizzie  L.  is  the  wife  of  F.  B. 
Peck,  a hotel  keeper  and  the  postmaster  at  Amherst, 
Neb. ; Frank  E.,  a machinist,  lives  at  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y. ; Lelia  B.  is  married  to  W.  L.  Bennett,  a mer- 
chant of  Sidney,  N.  Y.  To  the  third  marriage  were 
born  six  children : Ella  B.,  deceased ; Lulu  M.,  who 
married  Everett  Perry,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn. ;. 
Edward  M.,  a resident  of  Philadelphia ; Eugene  H., 
who  conducts  a barber's  establishment  at  Har- 
ford ; Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Harry  Hemander,  of 
Susquehanna ; and  Ray,  who  is  connected  with  a 
Toilet  Supply  Co.,  at  "Philadelphia. 

Fred  A.  Osborn  married  while  very  young.  His 
life  has  been  one  of  hard  work,  but  its  story  is  a 
tale  of  the  success  which  attends  industry,  integrity 
and  thrift.  On  January  28,  1872,  before  he  had 
reached  his  majority,  he  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Alzada 
Phillips,  who  was  born  December  8,  1846,  in  Lenox 
township,  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Sally  A.  (Farn- 
ham)  Phillips.  Mrs.  Osborn's  family  may  be 
reckoned  among  the  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna 
county.  Both  her  parents  died  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, her  father  (who  was  a shoemaker)  in  1881, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  her  mother  in  1897,  at 
eighty-six.  Mrs.  Phillips  was  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  She  bore  her  husband  ten  chil- 
dren : Celestia,  now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Hiram  Dolph  ; Owen,  who  lost  his  life  while  gallant- 
ly fighting  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness ; Stephen, 
a prosperous  farmer  at  Williamsport,  Penn. ; George, 
who  lost  his  life  through  a railroad  accident  at  Har- 
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risburg,  while  on  his  way  to  rejoin  his  regiment  after 
three  years’  service;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Joshua  Vail, 
of  Scranton,  Penn.;  Hannah,  widow  of  Truman 
Whipple,  of  Carhondale ; Alzada,  Mrs.  Osborn ; 
Juliatte,  who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Gifford,  a 
farmer  at  Lenox,  Penn.;  Nelson,  a farmer  at 
Elk  Hill,  in  Clifford  township ; and  Elisha  P.,  whose 
whereabouts  are  unknown,  nothing  having  been 
heard  of  him  since  he  started  for  the  West,  many 
years  ago.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborn  has  been 
born  one  son,  Nelson  E.,  who  resides  at  home. 

Mr.  Osborn  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twelve  years  of  'age,  when  he  began  the  real 
battle  of  life.  He  commenced  by  working  on  the 
farm  of  William  Clark,  who  paid  him  the  by  no 
means  princely  compensation  of  his  board  and 
clothes,  with  the  privilege  of  attending  school  dur- 
ing the  winter  months.  He  remained  with  Mr. 
Clark  for  three  years,  when  his  (Osborn’s)  father 
removed  to  Tom’s  River,  N.  J.,  taking  Fred  with 
him.  After  a year  spent  there  the  boy  went  to 
Great  Bend,  Penn.,  where  lie  secured  work  as  a 
farm  hand,  earning  his  board  and.  clothes,  with  a 
stipend  of  eight  dollars  per  month  and  the  same 
educational  privileges  as  before.  He  stayed  at  Great 
Bend  for  one  year,  and  then,  finding  it  impossible 
to  collect  the  pittance  due  him,  he  made  his  way 
back  to  his  birthplace,  Oxford,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  married,  then  settling  at  Scrant- 
on, Penn.  Moving  to  Harford  three  years  later,  he 
spent  the  next  twenty-four  months  as  a cobbler  in 
his  father  s shop,  and  then  rented  a farm,  which  he 
cultivated  for  five  years.  His  next  venture  was  in 
carpentering,  at  which  he  worked,  with  fairly  good 
success,  for  some  five  years.  Later  he  was  engaged 
in  the  village  of  Harford  two  and  a half  years  as 
clerk  for  C.  IT.  Johnston,  and  during  the  next  four 
years  for  his  successor,  E.  E.  Jones,  when  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  postmaster  under  Cleve- 
land’s administration,  filling  the  office  for  four  years. 
Meantime  he  engaged  In  mercantile  business  for 
himself,  continuing  successfully  for  four  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  store  and 
bought  the  eighty-acre  farm  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides. He  has  received  many  tributes  of  popular 
good-will  and  confidence,  having  been  elected  town- 
ship clerk,  and  school  director  for  nine  years,  and 
having  been  chosen,  in  1898,  as  one  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Harford  Agricultural  Society,  be- 
coming one  of  the  executive  council  of  that  body, 
which  position  he  still  holds. 

Mr.  Osborn  s political  affiliation  is  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a prominent  Odd  Fellow, 
affiliating  with  Live  Oak  Lodge  No.  635,  his  mem- 
bership in  the  order  dating  from  1873.  Twice 
he  has  represented  his  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  he  has  served  two  terms  as  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  also 
belongs  to  G.  L.  Payne  Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
and  served  as  its  chief  executive  officer  during  two 
terms.  V hile  his  career  has  not  been  marked  with 


startling  achievements,  it  presents  a noteworthy  ill- 
ustration of  the  possibilities  afforded  by  a demo- 
cratic commonwealth.  He  has  hewed  out  his  own 
path  to  success  in  the  face  of  difficulties  which  might 
have  overcome  weaker  men,  and  stands  to-day  as  one 
of  the  best  types  of  the  “self-made  man.” 

WILLIAM  E.  ROSS  has  passed  his  life  in 
northeastern  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a most  pro- 
gressive and  successful  farmer. 

Mr.  Ross  was  born  and  reared  in  Wyoming 
county,  but  for  twenty-two  years  has  been  one  of 
the  enterprising  residents  of  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  His  father  was  in  later  life  a 
farmer  of  Lenox  township,  and  his  grandfather, 
William  Ross,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Scran- 
ton, moving  from  New  Jersey,  his  native  State,  to 
the  site  of  that  city  when  it  was  known  as  Slocum 
Hollow.  William  Ross  possessed  the  true  pioneer 
spirit,  and  after  a residence  of  some  years  at  Scran- 
ton, where  he  was  engaged  as  a charcoal  burner, 
removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  died.  He  had  married 
a Miss  Osborne,  and  their  family  of  children  were : 
James,  the  father  of  our  subject;  John;  David; 
William ; Daniel ; Samuel ; Axineth,  who  married 
John  Britian ; Polly,  who  became  Mrs.  Gay;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  John  Weis;  and  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried E.  Covey. 

James  Ross,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
at  Scranton,  March  2,  1797,  was  reared  in  that  vil- 
lage, and,  adopting  farming  as  an  occupation,  lo- 
cated in  Falls  township,  Wyoming  county.  In  1877 
he  removed  to  Lenox  township,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm  and  resided  until  his  death,  February 
6,  1884,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
He  was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife,  Olive 
(Hall),  his  children  were  as  follows:  Gilbert,  of 

Falls  township,  Wyoming  county;  James,  of  Falls 
township ; Christopher,  deceased ; Durinda,  who 
married  Ezra  Setzer,  of  Ransom ; Ziba,  of  Lenox 
township;  John,  of  Falls  township;  Sarah,  who 
married  George  Walters ; and  Chester,  of  Clark's 
Summit.  For  his  second  wife  James  Ross  married 
Catherine  Ainey,  who  was  born  in  Vineland,  N.  J., 
in  1818,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  (Craw- 
ford) Ainey,  and  widow  of  Orlando  Terpenny. 
William  E.,  our  subject,  was  the  only  child  born  of 
this  marriage. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Falls  township,  Wy- 
oming county,  February  1,  1859,  received  a com- 
mon-school education,  and  in  1877  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Lenox  township.  There  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  1879,  t°  Miss  Ora  L.  Miller,  who  was  born 
June  1,  i860,  daughter  of  Douglas  and  Rebecca 
(Ransom)  Miller,  and  granddaughter  of  William 
and  Almeda  (Lewis)  Miller,  and  of  James  and 
Mary  (Brundage)  Ransom.  Douglas  Miller,  her 
father,  was  born  in  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  December  29,  1832,  her  mother  in 
the  same  township,  May  22,  1840;  she  died  Octo- 
ber 2,  1881.  The  family  of  Douglas  and  Rebecca 
Miller  consisted  of  the  following  children:  Amnie, 
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wife  of  James  E.  Severance,  of  Lenox  township; 
Ora  L.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Elphia,  wife  of  S.  Hal- 
stead, of  Lenox;  Delphia,  wife  of  William  Finn,  of 
Scranton ; Herbert,  of  Lenox  township ; and  Oscar, 
of  Lenox  township.  Mrs.  Ora  L.  Ross  prior  to  her 
marriage  was  a successful  school  teacher  of  Lenox 
and  Greenfield  townships. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  come  five  chil- 
dren: Emma,  born  March  28,  1882;  Ruth,  in  1885; 
Shirley  in  1887;  Lewis,  in  1890;  and  Cleveland,  in 
1892.  Mr.  Ross  began  life  for  himself  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Lenox  township.  He  has  a well- 
improved  property  of  one  hundred  acres,  and  en- 
gages in  general  and  dairy  farming,  dealing  also 
in  horses,  especially  of  the  better  breeds.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat,  has  served  on  the  election  board, 
and  was  school  director  for  three  years.  He  is  a man 
of  unusual  energy  and  ability,  and  ranks  among  the 
foremost  farmers  of  his  township. 

SPENCER  W.  LUCE,  a well  known  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Liberty  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  who  is  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building,  and  also  in  general  farming,  was  born  in 
that  township,  in  1837,  and  is  a representative  of 
an  old  New  England  family.  His  grandfather, 
Israel  Luce,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  but  at  an 
early  day  removed  to  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  reared  his  family  of  seven  children.  He 
was  twice  married,  and  by  the  first  union  had  six 
children,  one  of  whom  was  Philo  C.,  father  of  our 
subject,  while  the  others  were  as  follows:  Sallie, 

wife  of  Linas  Watrous,  who  located  in  Bridgewa- 
ter township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. ; Dimice,  who 
married  Anthen  Watrous  and  settled  in  Conklin,  N. 
Y. ; Asa,  who  married  and  located  in  Bridgewater 
township ; Israel,  who  married  Margaret  Young, 
and  made  his  home  in  Troy,  N.  Y. ; and  Warren, 
who  when  a young  man  disappeared  while  rafting 
on  the  river  and  has  never  since  been  heard  of. 

Philo  C.  Luce,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  1800,  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated.  When  a young  man  he  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  here  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Roxy  Southworth,  who  was 
horn  in  Deep  River, Conn.,  in  1809.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  in  Bridgewater  township,  where  he 
purchased  what  is  now  known  as  the  Joseph  Jame- 
son farm  and  resided  thereon  for  some  years.  In 
1836  he  bought  the  Howard  farm,  near  Lawsville, 
Liberty  township,  which  now  belongs  to  our  subject. 
The  father  cleared  the  principal  part  of  this  farm, 
erected  thereon  a good  house,  barn  and  other  out- 
buildings, and  there  continued  to  reside  until  called 
from  this  life  in  October,  1882.  His  first  wife  had 
died  in  1843,  and  he  had  subsequently  married  Mrs. 
William  Northrup,  of  Windsor,  N.  Y.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  first  union,  namely:  (1) 

Flora  A.,  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  in  1829, 
married  Joseph  Bell,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  died 
in  Liberty  township,  leaving  one  daughter,  now  the 


wife  of  Irvin  Ireland,  of  Liberty  township.  For 
her  second  husband  Flora  A.  married  Watson  Bai- 
ley, who  died  about  twenty  years  ago,  leaving  a 
son,  Frederick  L.,  a resident  of  Liberty  township. 
(2)  Warren  J.,  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  in 
1831,  married  Wealthy  Webster,  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, where  he  is  engaged  in  farming,  and  they  have 
three  daughters : Mary,  wife  of  Andrew  Mitchell ; 
Carrie,  wife  of  Tracy  Whitmarsh,  of  Franklin  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; and  Cora,  wife  of  Dell 
Row,  of  Liberty  township.  (3)  Rebecca,  born  in 
1833,  is  now  the  widow  of  Williston  Stanford,  of 
Liberty  township,  and  has  three  children : Philo  E., 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Liberty  township : 
Loretta,  wife  of  Edward  Fish,  of  Binghamton,  N. 
Y. ; and  Albert  H.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Binghamton.  (4)  Israel,  born  in  1835,  enlisted, 
during  the  Civil  war,  in  the  44th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  known 
as  Col.  Elsworth’s  Avengers,  and  was  mustered  in 
at  Albany.  As  a member  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, he  participated  in  a number  of  engagements 
first  under  Gen.  McClellan  and  later  under  Gen. 
Grant,  and  was  in  active  service  for  three  years. 
After  the  war  he  married  Ella  Northrup,  of  Lib- 
erty township,  where  they  made  their  home  for  a 
short  time,  and  then  moved  to  Susquehanna,  Penn., 
and  later  to  Owego,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y.  From  there 
he  went  to  Kansas  and  later  became  a resident  of 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  where  his  home  was  twice  de- 
stroyed by  floods  and  he  lost  everything  that  he 
possessed.  He  is  now  living  in  Pasadena,  that 
State.  He  has  one  son,  Wesley,  who  is  married  and 
lives  at  that  place.  (5)  Spencer  W.,  our  subject, 
is  next  in  order  of  birth.  (6)  Russell  F.,  born  in 
1839,  enlisted,  in  April,  1861,  in  the  4th  P.  V.  I., 
and  after  serving  for  one  year  was  taken  ill  with 
fever  and  honorably  discharged  from  the  service. 
He  married  Kate  Kunkle,  of  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  and  located  on  his  farm  in  Lib- 
erty township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  died 
in  June,  1896,  leaving  a wife  and  several  children, 
who  still  reside  there.  The  children  born  to  him 
were  Culver,  who  married  Cora  Babbitt,  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  where  they  now  reside;  Lena,  who 
died  when  a young  lady ; Flora,  wife  of  Edward 
Warner,  of  Liberty  township  ; Lvdia,  who  died  when 
a young  lady;  and  Benjamin,  who,  in  January,  1900, 
married  Daisy  Howard : Asa,  who,  in  August,  1899, 
married  Ida  Travis ; .Wesley,  at  home;  Katie,  who, 
in  May,  1899,  wedded  Walter  Craik ; Zela  and  Ray, 
at  home.  (7)  Sally,  born  in  Liberty  township, 
in  1841. 

Spencer  W.  Luce  acquired  his  literarv  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  Liberty  township,  and 
when  a young  man  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Bell.  Having  thor- 
oughly mastered  that  occupation,  he  commenced 
contracting  and  building  on  his  own  account  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother  YCarren.  and  is  to-day  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  in  that  line  in  Liberty 
township.  He  has  always  resided  on  the  old  home- 


1152 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


stead,  on  which  he  has  made  many  improvements, 
including  the  erection  of  a modern  and  comfortable 
residence. 

On  July  4,  1863,  Mr.  Luce  married  Miss  Clara 
C.  Mitchell,  of  White  Hall,  on  Lake  Champlain, 
Vt.,  who  was  born  at  that  place  in  1846,  a daughter 
of  William  Mitchell.  She  died  in  1866,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Minnie,  who  is  with  her  father.  He 
was  again  married  in  1867,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Emily  Webster,  of  Liberty  township,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Emily  (Southworth)  Web- 
ster. She  departed  this  life  in  1898.  By  this  union 
Mr.  Luce  had  five  children.  (1)  Wellington  H., 
born  in  February,  1869,  was  educated  in  the  Laws- 
ville  schools.  He  was  for  some  time  employed  as 
shipping  clerk  by  the  Lester  Boot  & Shoe  Manu- 
factory, but  on  account  of  failing  health  was  obliged 
to  give  up  that  position,  and  is  now  working  with 
his  father  at  the  carpenter  s trade.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  December,  1886,  to  Nellie  M.  Burt,  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Burt,  prominent  citizens  of  that  county,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  five  children : Roy,  born 

in  Liberty  township,  in  1889;  Spencer,  born  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  in  1891  ; and  Rita,  born  in  Liberty- 
township,  in  1893;  Burt,  born  in  the  same  town- 
ship, in  1894;  and  Harrv,  in  1896.  (2)  Joseph, 
born  iii  April,  1871,  assists  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm,  in  1896  lie  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Helen  Stanford,  a daughter  of  Judson  and 
Olive  Stanford,  of  Liberty  township,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Ralph  H.,  born  in  July,  1897.  (3)  Nel- 

lie, born  in  1874-  is  the  wife  of  Warren  Chandler, 
of  ( )wego,  N.  \ .,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Ethel  M.,  born  in  1896.  (4)  Etta  A.,  born  in 

18/y,  is  a young  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and 
on  September  27,  1899,  she  married  Conrad  Berg, 
of  Liberty.  She  received  a good  classical  educa- 
tion, and  has  been  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of 
the  county..  (5)  Jennie,  born  in  1882,  is  a bright 
and  attractive  girl  who  is  now  attending  the  home 
schools. 

Mr.  Luce  and  his  family  are  active  and  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belonged,  and  he  has  served  as  choir 
leader  in  the  Church,  and  as  treasurer  of  the  Sab- 
bath school.  He  has  always  been  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  takes  a deep  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  local  politics.  He  has  served 
as  school  director  and  treasurer  for  three  years,  and 
as  township  treasurer  for  six  years,  and  in  all  the 
affairs  of  life,  both  public  and  private,  he  has  been 
found  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  his 
duties  have  been  most  capably  and  satisfactorily 
performed. 

JR LIC  S FREEDMAN,  a leading  and  success- 
lul  business  man  of  Forest  Citv,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, carries  on  operations  as  a general  merchant  and 
proprietor  of  the  “Freedman  House,”  a popular  hotel 
containing  thirteen  rooms,  halls  for  dancing  and 


holding  meetings,  and  supplied  with  water  and  elec- 
tric light. 

Mr.  Freedman  was  born  in  Austria,  nine  miles 
from  Vienna,  November  21,  1852.  His  parents, 
Solomon  H.  and  Anna  Rebecca  Freedman,  are  na- 
tives of  Hungary,  born  near  Buda-Pesth,  the  forrher 
June  15,  1816,  the  latter  November  29,  1817.  The 
father  is  still  engaged  in  the  hotel  and  butcher  busi- 
ness in  that  country.  The  children  of  the  family 
were  David,  who  died  in  Austria ; Julius,  our  subject ; 
Herman  and  Peppie,  who  died  in  Austria;  and 
Benjamin  C.,  a butcher,  miller  and  general  merchant 
of  that  country.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents, 
Mayer  and  Sarah  (Rosenstein)  Freedman,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Austria.  The  grandfather  was 
engaged  in  the  milling  business,  and  was  also  a 
rabbi  at  Pressburg. 

At  the  age  of  six  years  Julius  Freedman  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Vienna, 
where  he  attended  school  for  eight  years,  and  then 
went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Moses  L.  Feldman, 
while  attending  a Hungarian  school  until  nineteen 
years  of  age.  Later  he  spent  three  years  in  the 
Austrian  army,  and  was  bookkeeper  for  the  lumber 
firm  of  H.  S.  Goodman  in  Hungary  for  twelve  I 
years.  He  then  engaged  in  the  milling  business  in 
Hungary,  on  his  own  account,  but  through  bad 
speculation  and  fire  he  lost  all  that  he  possessed. 

He  also  lost  230  pigs,  the  animals  dying  within 
three  days. 

At  Galszecs,  Hungary,  June  7,  1882,  Air.  Freed-  j 
man  married  Miss  Lena  Heller,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  the  following  children  : Rosa,  Peppie,  Tilla 
(born  in  Austria),  Samuel  H.  (born  in  New  York), 
Sarah,  Abraham  I.,  Jennie  and  Max  (born  in  Forest 
City),  Mrs.  Freedman  was  born  in  June,  1862,  a 
daughter  of  Abraham  I.  and  Esther  (Goldburger  ) j 
Heller,  natives  of  Hungary,  where  the  father  died  1 
December  12,  1885,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years. 

By  occupation  he  was  a farmer.  The  mother  was 
born  in  1844,  and  came  to  America  in  1886,  locating 
in  New  York,  where  she  still  resides.  Their  children 
were  Lena,  wife  of  our  subject ; Fanny,  wife  of  Emil 
Cline,  a farmer  of  Hungary ; Max,  a general  mer- 
chant of  Richmond  Hill,  Susquehanna  county  ;Sallie 
wife  of  Samuel  Lefkowitz,  a merchant  of  Forest 
City ; and  Tille,  wife  of  Lewis  Lefkowitz,  a brother 
of  Samuel  and  a butcher  of  New  York  City.  Mrs. 
Freedman’s  paternal  grandparents,  Martin  and 
Sarah  Heller,  were  farming  people  of  Hungary. 

After  failing  in  business  Mr.  Freedman  came  [ 

to  America,  in  1886,  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New 

World,  and  remained  in  New  York  from  May  24  I 

until  November  13.  In  order  to  become  familiar 
• . . 

with  the  English  language  he  engaged  in  peddling  J 
goods,  and  worked  at  various  occupations.  In  1888 
he  removed  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  during  the  time  I I 
spent  at  that  place  was  a peddler.  On  May  30,  1889,  I 
he  came  to  Forest  City,  and  opened  a general  mer-  I 
cantile  store  in  company  with  Emil  Feldman,  but  I 
on  the  1 2th  of  the  following  August  his  partner  re-  I 
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tired  from  the  business,  and  our  subject  has  since 
been  alone.  On  March  27,  1898,  he  purchased  his 
present  hotel,  and  has  since  conducted  both  enter- 
prises with  marked  success.  He  has  steadily  pros- 
pered since  coming  to  this  country,  and  has  never 
yet  had  occasion  to  regret  his  emigration.  Through 
his  own  unaided  efforts  he  has  acquired  a comfort- 
able competence  and  become  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  his  adopted  city.  He  is  a Republican 
in  politics,  and  has  served  as  notary  public  since 
December  7.  1898.  He  belongs  to  Brith  Abraham, 
No.  447,  of  Scranton,  the  Congregation  of  Israel  at 
that  place,  and  the  Universal  Workmen  and  the 
Masonic  Fraternity  at  Forest  City. 

JOHN  M.  ACE,  a successful  merchant  of  Par- 
adise township,  Monroe  county,  has  been  engaged  in 
business  at  East  Swiftwater  for  several  years,  and  is 
in  every  way  deserving  of  a place  among  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  his  section.  Starting  life  a 
poor  boy,  he  has  made  his  way  to  prosperity  through 
his  own  ability,  energy  and  careful  management, 
and  his  history  conveys  a helpful  object  lesson. 

Mr.  Ace  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock.  Data 
relating  to  his  earlier  ancestors  is  found  in  an  old 
German  Bible  now  in  the  possession  of  Robert  Ace 
(nephew  of  our  subject).  His  great-grandfather, 
George  Ace,  fettled  somewhere  near  Easton,  Penn. 
He  married  a Miss  Boney,  and  they  had  the  fol- 
lowing named  children:  Jacob,  George,  Peter, 

Elizabeth,  Katy,  Poll}7,  Lydia,  Sally  and  Ann.  Of 
these,  Peter  Ace,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  set- 
tled at  an  early  day  near  the  present  site  of  Shaw- 
nee, Monroe  county,  where  he  cleared  a tract  of 
land  and  brought  it  under  cultivation.  This 
worthy  citizen  married  a Miss  Sigafuss  (whose 
first  name  is  supposed  to  have  been  Albina),  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  viz. : 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Philip  Detrick ; George,  a 
resident  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  who 
married  a Miss  Transue;  Simon,  our  subject's  fa- 
ther; Joseph,  who  married  a Miss  Smith,  and  made 
his  home  in  Susquehamyi  county ; Catherine,  who 
married  a Mr.  Graver,  and  died  in  Susquehanna 
county ; Abraham,  who  married  a Miss  Doreshinn, 
and  settled  in  Susquehanna  county;  John,  who  died 
in  Susquehanna  county,  unmarried;  and  Julia  Ann, 
who  married  a Mr.  Le  Bar.  All  are  deceased  but 
Joseph,  who  was  in  Tunkhannock  when  last  heard 
from. 

Simon  Ace,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1814,  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  resided  there  until  his  death,  April  29,  1899, 
being  cared  for  in  his  declining  years  by  his  chil- 
dren. He  married  Anna  Margaret  Michaels,  who 
was  born  in  1815  in  the  same  township,  and  died 
March  5,  1898,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  Of  their  eight  children,  ( 1 ) our  subject  is 
the  youngest  living.  (2)  Anna  M.  and  (3)  Salona, 
who  died  in  childhood,  were  younger  children.  (4) 
Samuel  M.,  born  November  29,  1840,  in  New  Jer- 
73 


sey,  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Heller,  of  Paradise 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  settled  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  died  in  1898,  leaving  a wife 
and  family  (who  are  still  residents  of  East  Strouds- 
burg), viz.:  Robert,  Ida,  Alta,  Howard,  Sarah, 

Annie  and  Charles,  living,  and  Mary,  deceased. 
(5)  Peter  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  1843,  is 
single,  and  resides  in  Smithfield  township.  (6) 
David,  born  in  Monroe  county,  in  1845,  married 
Miss  Sarah  Heller,  of  Smithfield  township,  and  re- 
sides near  Delaware  Water  Gap,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business.  His  wife  died 
some  years  ago,  leaving  a daughter,  Bertha.  (7) 
Moses  M.,  born  in  Monroe  county,  in  1847,  married 
a Miss  Sarah  Tribel,  of  Smithfield  township,  and 
resides  near  Delaware  Water  Gap,  where  they  con- 
duct a boarding  house.  They  have  had  children— 
Irvin,  Stewart,  Oscar,  Lewis,  Willard  and  Emma. 
(8)  Horace  M.,  born  in  Monroe  county,  December 
14,  1849,  married  a Miss  Arnce,  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, and  now  resides  near  Minsi,  Monroe  county. 
They  have  two  children  living,  Victor  and  Mary. 

George  Michaels,  the  maternal  great-grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  April  2,  1765,  and  on 
May  6,  1787,  married  Elizabeth  Puss,  who  was  born 
July  8,  1770.  Their  children  were  born  at  follows  : 
J.  Frederick,  April  11,  1788;  George,  October  30, 
1789;  Annie  Maria,  January  9,  1791;  John,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1793;  Abraham,  December  20,  1795;  J. 
Adam,  March  5,  1798;  Daniel,  August  1,  1800; 
Jacob,  November  9,  1802;  Elizabeth,  October  25, 
1807;  Catherine,  January  25,  1810;  Nicholas,  No- 
vember 27,  1812;  Ann,  December  2,  1816. 

John  Michaels  married  Saloma  Zimmerman, 
and  they  reared  a large  family,  as  follows : Anna 
Margaret  married  Simon  Ace,  and  had  eight  chil- 
dren : Julia  married  John  Depew,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren ; Elizabeth  married  Henry  Bush,  and  had  three 
children ; Sally  Ann  married  Samuel  Bush,  and  had 
four  children;  David  married  Mary  Transue,  and 
had  two  children ; Moses  married  Ann  Michaels 
(they  had  nochildren)  ; Susan  married  B.  Vanauken, 
and  had  one  child ; Lacinda  married  Heller  Dimock, 
and  had  five  children;  Catherine  married  Jacob 
Brown,  and  had  nine  children  ; Peter  Z.  married  Ella 
Michaels,  and  had  five  children ; Mary  did  not 
marry.  David  and  Lacinda  are  the  only  survivors. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  16,  1851,  in 
Smithfield  township,  where  he  received  a public- 
school  education  during  boyhood.  He  was  reared 
to  farm  work,  but  finding  it  uncongenial  he  left 
the  homestead  in  early  manhood  and  engaged  as 
clerk  for  his  brother  Samuel,  at  Bartonsville,  Mon- 
roe county,  where  he  remained  two  years.  Later 
he  clerked'  for  Kistler  Bros.,  at  Tannersville,  and  in 
their  branch  store  at  East  Stroudsburg,  and  in  Sep- 
tember, 1880,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
for  himself  at  Snydersville,  Monroe  county,  where 
he  remained  until  1888.  He  then  removed  to  Neola, 
where  he  followed  the  same  business  for  a year  and 
a half,  and  in  1890  he  purchased  the  store  building 
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and  real  estate  of  George  Halterman,  at  East  Swift- 
water,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a grocery 
business,  requiring  the  building  of  a large  addition 
to  the  store.  In  1893  he  erected  a fine  dwelling- 
house  in  the  lot  adjoining  his  store,  which  he  has 
fitted  up  with  every  modern  improvement,  making 
a most  desirable  residence.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  has  held  the  office  of  au- 
ditor of  his  township  for  three  pears,  to  which  in- 
cumbency he  was  re-elected,  and  has  served  at 
times  as  inspector  of  election.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a Lutheran,  but  his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

On  November  9,  1879,  Mr  Ace  married  Miss 
Hattie  Arndt,  who  was  born  August  18,  1853,  'n 
Stroud  township,  daughter  of  Mary  and  Benjamin 
Arndt,  prominent  residents  of  that  locality.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Ace  made  his  home  for  a time  in 
Snydersville,  where  he  was  then  engaged  in  business. 
His  wife  has  proved  herself  a worthy  helpmeet  in 
adversity  as  well  as  prosperity,  and  he  acknowl- 
edges the  value  of  her  advice  and  encouragement 
with  true  manly  pride.  Three  children  have  blessed 
the  union:  (1)  Claude  B.,  born  at  Snydersville, 

March  17,  1881,  was  partially  educated  in  the  local 
schools,  and  later  took  a course  in  the  East  Strouds- 
burg State  Normal  School,  graduating  in  1898. 
He  taught  two  school  years  in  the  schools  of  Para- 
dise township,  and  is  now  (1900)  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Easton,  Penn.,  in  partnership 
with  E.  M.  Arndt,  under  the  firm  name  of  Arndt 
& Ace.  (2)  Cora  B.,  born  August  19,  1886,  is 
at  home;  and  (3)  Mabel  P.,  born  May  5,  1889,  is 
attending  the  local  schools. 

ERASTUS  V.  D.  COOK  (deceased)  was  a 
well  known  farmer  and  carpenter  of  Great  Bend 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  one  of  its 
highly  respected  and  honored  citizens. 

Mr.  Cook  was  born  in  Oxford,  N.  Y.,  October 
15,  1827,  a son  of  Worthy  and  Polly  Cook,  of  that 
place,  who  at  an  early  day  removed  to  Tunkhan- 
nock,  Penn.,  where  both  died.  The  father  was  a 
miller  by  trade.  In  their  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren: William  married  and  moved  West,  where 

he  died ; Eliza  was  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Lewis,  of 
New  York  State;  Julia  married  Daniel  Abbott,  and 
now  resides  in  Elk  Lake,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Mary  was  the  wife  of  Christian  Shelp,  of  Elk  Lake, 
where  she  died,  leaving  one  daughter,  now  Mrs.  H. 
Stone,  of  South  Montrose ; Derias  is  a resident  of 
Tunkhannock ; E.  V.  D.  is  mentioned  below ; Alan- 
son  is  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  John 
makes  his  home  in  Susquehanna  county. 

When  a boy  Erastus  V.  D.  Cook  came  to  Elk 
Lake,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  received  a district-school  education. 
When  a young  man  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  and 
miller’s  trades,  which  he  followed  for  some  time. 
He  was  married,  in  March,  1849,  1°  Miss  Zipporah 
Mack,  of  Dimock,  Susquehanna  county,  a daughter 


of  Henry  and  Abbie  Mack,  who  were  born  near 
Wilkes  Barre,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  after  their 
marriage  removed  to  Dimock  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  the  father  purchased  a farm 
and  engaged  in  its  operation  until  1859.  Me  lived 
an  earnest  Christian  life,  was  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  for  a number  of  years,  and  was  a 
man  who  stood  high  in  his  community,  having 
many  friends.  After  his  death  his  wife  lived  with 
her  children  until  she  passed  away,  at  Hallstead,  in 
1883.  In  their  family  were  nine  children,  of  whom, 
( 1 ) Elias,  the  eldest,  was  a carpenter  by  trade.  He 
married  Jane  Springer,  of  Dimock,  and  they  had 
three  children — William,  Ella  and  Elmer.  He 
purchased  a place  in  Binghamton,  and  died  there 
in  1890.  (2)  Mrs.  Cook  was  second  in  the  order 

of  birth.  (3)  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Springer, 
of  Susquehanna  county.  (4)  Jethrow,  born  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Dimock  township,  married 
Caroline  Lee,  of  New  York  State,  and  located  in 
Hallstead,  where  he  died  in  1898,  leaving  two  sons, 
Franklin  and  Rossell,  who  still  reside  there.  (5) 
Ovid  married  Amanda  Dodge,  of  New  York  State, 
and  they  now  reside  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  is  employed  as  baggage  master  on  the  D.  & H. 
railroad.  They  have  one  daughter,  Cora,  now  the 
wife  of  Charles  Singleton,  of  Binghamton.  (6) 
Lucelia  was  the  wife  of  James  Jeston,  of  Scranton, 
Penn.,  where  she  died  leaving  two  children,  Henry 
and  Mrs.  Abby  Brunk,  of  Scranton.  (7)  Wealthy 
married  Henry  Talmage,  of  Hallstead,  and  died 
leaving  one  son,  Earl,  of  that  place.  (8)  Henry 
married  Adelaide  Sweet,  of  Springville,  Penn.,  and 
they  now  reside  in  Carbon  county,  this  State.  Their 
children  are  Grace  (wife  of  C.  Bacon,  of  that 
county),  Vernie,  Harry  and  Finly.  (9)  Asa,  a 
railroad  engineer,  married  Jane  Simpson,  of  Hor- 
nellsville,  N.  Y.,  where  they  reside. 

For  a number  of  years  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Cook  lived  in  Dimock  township,  and  then  moved 
to  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  residing  for  a time  at 
Willow  Point  Mills,  and  later  purchasing  a place 
at  Vestal,  where  he  made  his  home  for  several  years. 
Selling  that  property,  he  purchased  in  Binghamton, 
where  he  remained  some  years,  in  1873  trading 
for  hotel  property  in  Hallstead,  known  as  the  “Mit- 
chell House.”  After  a few  years,  however,  he 
traded  for  another  place  in  Binghamton,  and  in 
1883  he  traded  for  the  farm  in  Great  Bend  township, 
two  miles  west  of  Hallstead,  on  the  Susquehanna 
river,  where  his  widow  now  resides.  There  he  suc- 
cessfullv  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  February,  1886.  Polit- 
ically he  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  religiously  both  himself  and  wife  were  earnest 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Binghamton. 
For  a number  of  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  as  an 
honest,  upright  man,  he  was  well  thought  of  in  the 
community  where  he  made  his  home,  and  had  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
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contact.  He  was  very  popular,  and  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  many  interests  of  the  county. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  were  born  two  children, 
namely : (it  Lottie,  born  in  Susquehanna  county, 

in  1851,  was  educated  at  Montrose  and  Binghamton, 
and  married  Henry  Howard,  of  Broome  county,  N. 
Y.  They  resided  in  Binghamton,  where  she  died 
in  1873.  (2)  Henry  B.,  born  in  September,  1853, 
died  in  Binghamton,  in  April,  1871.  In  1879  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cook  adopted  a son,  named  Byron,  then 
two  years  old,  whom  they  reared  as  their  own.  He 
received  a good  education  in  the  schools  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  and  Great  Bend  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  for  several  years  before  his  death, 
in  August,  1899,  was  employed  as  brakeman  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  run- 
ning between  Hallstead  and  Scranton.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen 
of  Hallstead,  and  was  a Republican  in  politics. 

J.  B.  CHALKER,  a worthy  and  honored  cit- 
izen of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who 
has  throughout  his  active  business  life  been  iden- 
tified with  its  agricultural  and  industrial  interests, 
was  born  in  that  township,  in  1816,  a son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Mercy  (Webster)  Chalker. 

Samuel  Chalker  was  born  in  Saybrook,  Conn., 
in  1768,  and  was  one  of  a family  of  four  sons,  the 
others  being  Daniel,  Joseph  and  Charles,  all  of 
whom  came  to  Susquehanna  county  and  made  their 
home  in  Choconut  township  until  called  from  this 
life.  Before  coming  to  Pennsylvania  Samuel  Chalk- 
er married  Miss  Mercy  Webster,  and  they  began 
their  life  in  Susquehanna  county  upon  a wild  tract 
of  land  in  Franklin  township,  which  he  commenced 
to  clear  and  improve.  Later  he  removed  to  Chalker 
Hill,  where  he  lived  for  some  time,  but  he  spent  his 
last  davs  in  Brookdale,  where  he  died  in  1843;  his 
wife  survived  him  a few  years,  passing  away  in 
1849.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  eleven  grew  to  maturity,  namely: 
Sarah,  born  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  married  Lewis  Trudesdale,  a farmer  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  where  both  died.  Polly  mar- 
ried Dr.  Daniel  Adams,  and  located  near  Brook- 
dale,  Susquehanna  county,  where  they  died  leaving 
a family.  Joseph  married  and  located  in  Liberty 
township,  where  he  still  resides  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Charles  Butts.  Betsy  was  the  wife  of 
William  Minkler,  of  Silver  Lake,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  both  died,  leaving  one  daughter,  now 
a resident  of  Idaho.  Samuel  married  a Miss  Web- 
ster, and  both  died  at  Silver  Lake,  leaving  three 
children.  Mercy  married  James  Travis,  a farmer 
of  Liberty  township,  where  they  died  leaving  three 
sons,  one  of  whom,  Melon,  is  still  a resident  of 
that  township.  Harriet  was  the  wife  of  Ebenezer 
Carter,  who  settled  near  Brookdale,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  they  died  leaving  one  son  and  one 
daughter,  now  residents  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
Catherine,  born  in  Liberty  township,  married  Isaac 


Travis,  and  located  on  a farm  near  Brookdale, 
where  he  died  in  1876,  and  where  she  still  resides; 
their  three  children  are  also  residents  of  the  county. 
J.  B.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  Cru- 
cia  married  Alfred  Ross,  and  located  on  a farm  in 
Liberty  township,  where  they  died  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom,  Frank,  is  still  a resident  of  the 
county.  Alanson  married  Hannah  Hinchman,  and 
lived  for  some  time  in  Brookdale,  but  later  made 
their  home  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
reared  a family  of  eight  children.  Maria  and 
Ealy  both  died  young. 

The  father  of  this  family  was  a great  hunter, 
fearless  and  courageous,  and  would  often  lie  out 
all  night,  alone  in  the  unbroken  wilderness,  when  in 
search  of  wild  game,  hunting  all  kinds  then  found 
in  this  region.  He  killed  as  many  as  one  hundred 
bears,  and  two  panthers.  In  1805,  while  living  in 
Franklin  township,  he  had  an  exciting  adventure 
with  a bear.  He  had  cleared  and  put  in  about  two 
acres  of  corn,  when  he  was  taken  sick  with  the 
ague,  and  after  recovering  from  that  he  suffered 
from  a nervous  fever  which  lasted  all  summer. 
About  the  1st  of  August  his  wife,  thinking  the  corn 
was  advanced  enough  to  be  eaten,  went  down  to 
the  field  to  get  some  for  dinner.  On  her  return 
she  reported  that  the  coons  and  squirrels  were  mak- 
ing sad  havoc  with  the  corn,  pulling  it  down  and 
tearing  off  the  ears,  and  Mr.  Chalker  said  if  she 
would  get  a shotgun  of  a neighbor,  he  being  still 
very  weak,  he  would  try  and  get  a squirrel.  Mrs. 
Chalker  having  procured  a gun,  he  went  to  the 
field,  and  had  just  stepped  over  a fallen  tree  when 
Bruin  made  his  appearance.  The  animal  raised 
himself  on  his  haunches,  and  made  for  Mr.  Chalker 
with  "open  arms”  and  mouth,  but  he  had  the  pres- 
ence of  mind  to  thrust  the  barrel  of  the  gun  down 
the  bear's  mouth  and  pull  the  trigger.  The  animal 
dropped  dead,  a hole  blown  through  the  top  of  its 
head.  Mrs.  Chalker  got  two  of  the  neighbors  to 
draw  the  bear  home  and  dress  it,  giving  them  half 
of  the  meat  for  their  trouble,  and  the  balance  was 
used  by  the  Chalkers  and  given  to  other  neighbors. 

Samuel  Chalker  was  also  instrumental  in  cap- 
turing the  perpetrator  of  the  first  robbery  in  Sus- 
quehanna county.  In  the  year  1819  or  1820  a 
man  living  in  or  near  Montrose  was  robbed  of  $400 
and  left  for  dead.  A passer-by,  hearing  groans, 
found  him  lying  insensible,  by  a log,  and  after  he 
had  been  cared  for  the  neighbors  turned  out  to  look 
for  the  criminal.  He  was  overtaken  by  a Mr.  Lyons, 
who  in  the  struggle  that  followed  had  his  arm  cut, 
the  robber,  who  was  named  Roberts,  escaping.  No- 
tices of  the  robbery  and  escape  of  the  robber  wrere 
posted  in  many  public  places,  and  Mr.  Chalker  saw 
one  at  Great  Bend.  The  evening  of  the  same  day 
a man  came  to  his  house  and  called  for  his  supper, 
throwing  down  two  shillings  to  pay  for  same.  Mr. 
Chalker,  who  was  at  work  at  his  shoemaker’s  bench, 
was  led  to  suspect  the  man  by  his  guilty  appearance, 
and  John  Holmes,  one  of  the  neighbors,  coming  in, 
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lie  set  a chair  for  him  against  the  door,  making  him 
a sign  to  sit  there  and  hold  the  door.  Roberts 
walked  across  the  room  two  or  three  times,  and 
finally  ordered  Holmes  out  of  his  way,  threatening 
to  stab  him.  He  was  very  angry,  and  as  Mr. 
Holmes  did  not  move  he  made  a thrust  at  him,  but 
struck  a button.  Mr.  Chalker  jumped  and  threw 
Roberts,  and  Mrs.  Chalker,  running  for  the  bridle, 
made  a slip  noose  which  she  slipped  over  his  head, 
drawing  it  as  hard  as  she  could  (and  she  was  a very 
strong  woman).  With  the  help  of  their  daughter 
Betsy  they  soon  had  the  man  securely  tied  (Holmes 
being  told  not  to  leave  the  door  for  fear  a confeder- 
ate might  be  near),  and  the  next  morning  he  was 
taken  to  jail.  His  trial  came  off  soon  after- 
ward, and  he  was  sentenced  to  fortv  years’  impris- 
onment in  State  Prison;  but  he  lived  only  two 
years. 

J.  B.  Chalker,  the  subject  of  this  review,  passed 
his  boyhood  and  youth  upon  the  home  farm,  assist- 
ing his  father  in  its  operation  as  soon  as  old  enough, 
and  acquiring  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  In  1840  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elizabeth  Hinchman,  of  Liberty 
township,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  and  a daughter  of 
Bart'in  and  Polly  Hinchman,  who  removed  from 
that  State  to  Brookdale,  Susquehanna  county,  in 
1839.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Chalker  located  on 
land  which  he  owned,  at  Brookdale,  Liberty  town- 
ship, living  there  until  1853,  when  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  near  Lawsville.  In  connection 
with  the  work  of  clearing  and  cultivating  the  wild 
land,  he  engaged  in  lumbering  until  1882,  since 
which  time  he  has  given  his  attention  wholly  to  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  He  has  been  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  death  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  'depart- 
ed this  life  in  October,  1894.  She  was  a consistent 
Christian  woman,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  a number  of  years,  and  was  loved 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chalker.  (1)  Jacob,  born  in  January,  1841,  re- 
ceived a fair  education  in  the  Brookdale  schools, 
and  married  Sarah  Post,  of  Allegany  county,  N.  Y., 
where  they  now  reside.  They  have  two  sons,  Nor- 
man and  Harry.  (2)  Porter,  born  August  4,  1842, 
died  in  June,  1894.  He  married  Katie  Hall,  who 
died,  leaving  one  daughter,  Alice,  now  the  wife  of 
George  Howard,  of  Conlding  Forks,  Broome  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  wedded  a Miss 
Hughes,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Ray  and 
Frank,  both  residents  of  Scranton,  Penn.  (3) 
William,  born  in  May,  1844,  attended  the  district 
school  of  Brookdale,  and  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  was  married,  in  November,  1869,  to  Miss 
Elsie  Butts,  a daughter  of  Isaac  Butts,  an  old  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Liberty  township.  They 
located  on  their  farm  near  Brookdale,  but  since 
his  mother’s  death  they  have  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  and  he  has  taken  charge  of  his  father’s 
interests.  They  have  two  children,  Ariette  and 


John  M.,  both  grown.  (4)  Samuel,  born  in  Au- 
gust, 1857,  died  October  18,  1861. 

Politically  Mr.  Chalker  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  been  hon- 
ored with  a number  of  local  offices,  which  he  has 
most  creditably  and  acceptably  filled,  being  constable 
five  or  six  years,  poormaster  for  a number  of  years, 
and  also  tax  collector,  school  director  and  super- 
visor. He  was  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  his  parents  were  lifelong  members.  Grow- 
ing to  manhood  amid  pioneer  scenes,  he  has  taken 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  this  section  of  the  State,  and  his  name 
should  be  among  the  foremost  on  its  rolls  of  hon- 
ored pioneers. 

In  his  younger  years  our  subject,  like  his  father, 
was  a noted  hunter  and  expert  marksman,  and  has 
killed  many  deer,  bears,  panthers,  wolves,  etc. 
When  he  was  a small  boy  his  father  gave  him  a 
lamb  to  raise.  A wolf  known  as  the  “three-footed 
wolf,”  that  was  especially  destructive  among  the 
Hocks,  came  one  night  and  killed  the  lamb,  and 
young  Chalker  swore  vengeance  on  her  then  and 
there,  this  being  the  circumstance  that  started  him 
on  his  wolf  hunt  in  after  years.  She  and  her  whelps 
had  killed  as  many  as  sixty  in  a single  night,  for 
Dr.  Rose,  of  Silver  Lake,  and  corresponding  num- 
bers from  smaller  flocks  throughout  the  adjoining 
townships.  Dr.  Rose  determined  to  exterminate 
the  marauders,  called  several  wolf  hunts  to  drive 
them  in  swamps  or  wind  falls,  that  they  might  be 
killed,  and  at  one  time  they  had  as  many  as  seven 
wolves  in  one  swamp,  surrounded  by  hundreds  of 
men.  Many  shots  were  fired,  but  not  a wolf  was  hit. 

When  Mr.  Chalker  was  about  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  earned  money,  by  splitting  one  thousand  rails 
and  underbrushing  seven  acres  of  land,  and  pur- 
chased a gun.  He  immediately  commenced  prac- 
ticing by  shooting  at  a mark,  and  trying  his  hand 
at  killing  deer  and  foxes,  and,  as  practice  makes 
perfect,  he  in  course  of  time  became  a very  good 
shot.  In  the  year  1835,  while  going  to  school  at 
Brookdale,  he  came  across  the  wolf  track.  With 
Watson  and  David  Bailey  he  left  school  and  started 
on  the  chase,  the  others  giving  up  tired  out  after 
three  days.  Many  others  participated,  but  would 
give  up  after  two  or  three  days’  chase.  The  wolf’s 
bed,  where  she  had  stopped  the  night  before,  would 
be  found  in  the  morning,  so  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  keeping  the  track,  and  after  nineteen  days’  chase 
she  was  driven  past  our  subject  by  a man  named 
Jack  Greek.  He  started  her  out  of  her  bed,  and 
after  running  about  one  hundred  rods  she  came 
within  about  twenty-five  rods  of  Mr.  Chalker,  who 
fired  at  her  while  she  was  on  the  run,  the  bullet  pass- 
ing through  her  body.  After  the  shot  she  ran  about 
one  mile  and  a half,  and  then  went  into  a hollow- 
log,  where  he  “finished”  her.  She  was  said,  by  the 
oldest  hunters,  to  have  been  the  largest  wolf  ever 
killed  in  this  section  of  the  country.  The  skin  was 
sold  to  Dr.  Rose,  of  Silver  Lake,  the  same  gentleman 
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who  had  hunted  her  years  before.  There  was  a 
bounty  on  wolves  and  other  beasts  of  prey,  but  Mr. 
Chalker  being  a resident  of  Pennsylvania,  and  hav- 
ing killed  the  wolf  in  New  York  State,  could  get  a 
bounty  in  neither  State,  the  York  State  officials  re- 
fusing to  notice  him,  and  the  grand  jury  of  Penn- 
sylvania ruling  him  out. 

MISS  EMILY  C.  BLACKMAN,  of  Montrose, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  the  well-known  char- 
acters of  northern  Pennsylvania.  Her  father,  the 
late  Dr.  Josiah  Blackman,  son  of  Josiah  and  Clarissa 
(Camp)  Blackman,  was  born  in  1794,  in  Newtown, 
Conn.,  and  there  read  medicine  under  Dr.  Gideon 
Shepard.  In  1816  he  received  his  diploma  to  prac- 
tice from  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  and  set- 
tled the  same  year  in  practice  at  Gilbertsville,  N. 
Y.,  remaining  there  until  1829,  when  lie  removed 
to  Binghamton,  and  in  1836  to  Montrose.  Here  he 
continued  in  practice  until  his  death,  in  1875.  He 
was  actively  interested  in  the  Susquehanna  County 
Medical  Society  during  his  long  practice  in  the 
county,  and  held  various  offices  in  same,  being 
president  in  1857  and  1858.  He  was  elected  coroner 
of  the  county  in  1857.  He  was  a plain,  unassuming 
man,  kind  and  generous,  and  as  a Christian  gentle- 
man and  citizen  commanded  the  greatest  confidence 
and  esteem.  He  was  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  he  was  an  elder  thirty-five 
years.  Dr.  Blackman  married,  in  1820,  Emily  Don- 
aldson. of  Butternuts,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1864.  Of 
their  three  daughters,  Emily  C.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  survives. 

Miss  Emily  C.  Blackman  was  born  July  15, 
1826,  at  Gilbertsville,  N.  Y.  Her  early  education 
was  obtained  principally  at  the  Montrose  Academy, 
in  which  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years  she  be- 
came an  assistant  teacher.  Later  she  taught  at 
Towanda  and  at  Chester,  Penn.;  and  she  also  taught 
in  the  schools  of  Wisconsin  and  Illinois.  From 
1866  to  1868  she  was  a teacher  in  the  Freedman’s 
school,  at  Okolona,  Miss.  Miss  Blackman  has  been 
a student  all  her  life,  the  greater  part  of  which  has 
been  devoted  to  teaching,  and  in  addition  to  other 
branches  she  taught  music,  having  studied  in  both 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  She  is  able  to  read  the 
Testament  in  ten  different  languages ; is  of  a literary 
turn  of  mind;  and  in  1873  published  a history  of 
Susquehanna  county,  a most  carefully  compiled  and 
meritorious  work,  in  the  preparation  of  which  she 
spent  four  years  of  earnest  and  painstaking  re- 
search and  labor.  Competent  critics  have  pro- 
nounced it  a most  excellent  and  commendable  work. 
Miss  Blackman  has  lived  an  earnest  and  useful  life. 
She  has  travelled  extensively,  and  been  a frequent 
contributor,  to  the  local  press,  of  articles  and  letters, 
relating  to  points  visited,  which  have  been  instruc- 
tive and  interesting.  She  has  crossed  the  continent 
twice,  and  has  been  abroad  twice,  in  1878  and  1889. 
Since  1890,  owing  to  failing  health,  she  has  spent 
nine  winters  and  four  summers  in  Florida. 


An  earnest  Christian,  Miss  Blackman  has  been 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  since  twelve 
years  of  age,  and  all  through  life  has  been  active 
in  Church  work  and  its  auxiliary  societies.  She 
has  been  identified  with  Home  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, was  active  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Soldiers’ 
Aid  Society  and  Sanitary  Commission,  the  Freed- 
man’s Aid,  and  the  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance 
Union. 

GEORGE  R.  COOL,  one  of  the  prosperous 
self-made  men  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  has  resided  on  his  present  place  for  over 
forty  years,  during  which  time  he  has  gained  an 
enviable  standing  among  the  substantial  citizens  of 
his  locality  for  progress  and  thrift,  and  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  advancement  of  this  region, 
which  he  has  seen  converted  from  a comparative 
wilderness  to  its  present  beautiful  and  fertile  con- 
dition. 

Mr.  Cool  was  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J., 
July  31,1826,  son  of  William  and  Catherine  (White) 
Cool,  natives  of  the  same  county,  who  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  1848,  settling  in  Auburn 
township.  William  Cool  was  a lifelong  farmer.  He 
and  his  wife  died  at  South  Auburn,  he  in  1875,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  she  in  1887,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-two.  Their  remains  rest  in  Jersey 
Hill  cemetery.  They  were  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  Mr.  Cool  was  a Mason  of  high  stand- 
ing. This  worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  viz.:  Harrison,  who  died  young Ann  M., 
wife  of  Milton  Lott,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township; 
George  R. ; Amy,  who  died  young;  Riason,  de- 
ceased; Martha,  widow  of  George  France,  of  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn. ; and  Susan,  wife  of  Rufus  Carter,  a 
farmer  of  Auburn  township.  Mr.  Cool’s  paternal 
grandparents,  Paul  C.  and  Susan  (Raub)  Cool, 
were  natives  of  Germany  and  New  Jersey,  respect- 
ively, and  were  engaged  in  farming  in  New  Jersey, 
dying  in  Warren  county,  that  State.  His  maternal 
grandparents,  William  and  Amy  (Runion)  White, 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  passed  their  clos- 
ing years  in  Susquehanna  county,  dying  in  Auburn 
township. 

George  R.  Cool  remained  with  his  parents  up 
to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  and  his  agricultural 
training  on  the  home  farm,  which  he  then  pur- 
chased, in  partnership  with  his  brother  Riason. 
They  worked  it  together  for  one  year,  at  the  end 
of  that  time  dividing  the  property,  on  which  our 
subject  remained  for  five  years  longer,  cultivating 
his  share.  On  March  10,  1858,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence on  the  farm  in  Auburn  where  he  has 
since  lived,  a tract  originally  comprising  fifty-three 
acres,  which  at  that  time  was  almost  in  its  primi- 
tive condition,  and  on  which  he  lived  for  twenty 
years  in  a log  cabin.  He  subsequently  added  another 
fifty-three  acres.  Thanks  to  Air.  Cool's  industry, 
the  place  has  gradually  become  cleared  and  culti- 
vated, and  it  is  now  a valuable  piece  of  land,  pro- 
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ductive  and  beautiful,  and  he  has  a comfortable 
farm  and  home,  which  he  has  literally  taken  out 
of  the  wilderness.  He  has  made  numerous  improve- 
ments on  the  property,  as  its  appearance  testifies,  and 
he  has  been  thoroughly  systematic  and  up-to-date 
in  all  his  farming  operations,  with  results  that  have 
justified  all  his  methods.  He  has  deserved  all  the 
prosperity  which  has  rewarded  his  efforts,  and  he  is 
highly  respected  throughout  the  township,  where 
he  is  well  known.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

On  February  21,  1852,  Mr.  Cool  was  married, 
in  Rush  township,  to  Miss  Mary  Stone,  and  their 
family  consists  of  three  children,  namely : Macrina, 
who  married  Smith  Dornblazer,  of  Auburn  town- 
ship; John  F.,  who  married  Emma  Allen,  of  South 
Montrose,  Penn.,  and  Alice,  wife  of  Abram  Lake, 
a farmer  of  Bridgewater  township.  Mrs.  Cool 
was  born  October  29,  1832,  in  Warren  county,  N. 
J.,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Alice  (Witzel)  Stone, 
the  former  of  whom  was  the  son  of  Richard  Stone, 
born  in  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  to  take  part  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  subsequently  remained  in 
this  country.  Mrs.  Cool’s  maternal  grandparents, 
William  and  Martha  Witzel,  were  lifelong  residents 
of  Monroe  county,  Penn.  Daniel  and  Alice  (Wit- 
zel) Stone  removed  from  Monroe  county,  Penn., 
their  native  place,  to  New  Jersey,  and  thence  in 
1850  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  settling 
in  Auburn  township.  The  father  was  a shoemaker 
by  occupation.  He  was  born  in  June,  1789,  and  died 
March  30,  1891,  the  mother  preceding  him  to  the 
grave  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  They 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  In  re- 
ligious faith  they  were  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
Mrs.  Cool  was  the  eldest  daughter  in  their  family 
of  four  children,  viz. : Abraham,  a farmer  of  Spring- 
ville  township ; Mary,  Mrs.  Cool ; Eliza,  wife  of 
Isaac  Low,  of  Rush  township ; and  Gideon,  who  died 
in  1897. 

GILES  ANDREW  FIRE.  M.  D.,  is  a skilled 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Dundaff  Borough,  Susque- 
hanna county,  one  whose  knowledge  of  the  science 
of  medicine  is  broad  and  comprehensive,  and  whose 
ability  in  applying  its  principles  to  the  needs  of 
suffering  humanity  has  gained  for  him  an  enviable 
prestige  in  professional  circles. 

Dr.  Fike  was  born  in  Scott,  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty’ July  29>  I§51’  a son  °f  William  and  Rachel 
(Stanton)  Fike,  the  former  a native  of  Scranton, 
the  latter  of  Scott  township,  Lackawanna  county. 
Throughout  his  active  business  career  the  father 
engaged  in  farming  in  that  township,  and  died  there' 
in  1882,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  his  remains 
being  interred  in  Justus  cemetery.  He  was  a sincere 
Christian,  and  a prominent  member  of  Mt.  Bethel 
Church,  the  building  for  which  was  erected  upon  a 
part  of  his  farm  given  by  him  to  the  organization  for 
that  purpose.  His  widow  is  also  a faithful  member 
of  the  same  Church.  She  was  born  June  6,  1824, 
and  is  still  living  in  Scott  township.  In  their  family 


were  only  two  children,  the  Doctor  being  the  elder. 
Ruth  E.,  born  February  25,  1855,  is  the  wife  of 
Clarence  E.  White,  a prominent  farmer  and  dairy- 
man of  Scott  township.  The  Doctor's  paternal 
grandfather,  Jacob  Fike,  was  a native  of  Bucks 
county,  Penn.,  and  an  early  settler  of  Scott  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  county.  His  maternal  grand- 
parents were  William  and  Judith  Stanton. 

Dr.  Fike  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  his 
early  life  being  devoted  principally  to  study.  At  the 
age  "of  two  he  knew  the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  and 
when  four  years  old  entered  the  first  reader.  He 
attended  the  high  school  at  Waverly,  Penn.,  until 
1863,  when  he  entered  the  high  school  at  Clark’s 
Green,  walking  two  miles  to  and  from  the  school 
house  each  day.  From  the  spring  of  1870  until  1874 
he  was  a student  at  the  high  school  of  Factoryville, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  entered  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  Ann 
Arbor,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  The 
following  fall  he  entered  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  and  was  graduated  from  that  famous 
institution  in  March,  1876,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
He  was  first  engaged  in  practice  with  Dr.  Louis 
Van  Sickle,  at  Waverly,  Penn.,  for  four  months,  and 
was  then  located  at  Clark’s  Green  until  the  spring 
of  1878,  when  lie  came  to  Herrick  Center,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  on  June  10,  1879,  located  at 
Dundaff,  where  he  has  remained  ever  since.  For 
five  years  he  was  in  partnership  with  Dr.  J.  C.  Olm- 
stead,  but  since  that  time  has  been  alone,  and  to-day 
enjoys  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice. 

■ At  Clark's  Green,  June  20,  1877,  Dr.  Fike 
married  Miss  Eva  A.  Stone,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  seven  children,  namely : Ina  B.,  Daisy,  Hazel 
B.,  Margaret  G.,  Harry  S.,  Catherine  F.  and  Will- 
iam H.  D.,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Fike  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  December  14,  1853,  a daugh- 
ter of  Emory  and  Catherine  (Hudson)  Stone,  na- 
tives of  Lackawanna  and  Wayne  counties,  respec- 
tively. The  father  was  born  in  1822,  the  mother 
in  1824,  and  both  are  still  living.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Wayne  county,  and  continued  to  reside  there 
until  1863,  when  they  removed  to  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, where  they  now  make  their  home.  The  father 
is  a prominent  farmer  of  the  community,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their  children  are 
Frank  H.,  a coal  merchant  of  Oneonta  ; Gertrude 


M.,  at  home;  Mary  I.,  deceased;  Eva  A.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Arthur  J.,  a wholesale  milk  dealer 
of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Charles  R.,  a wholesale  milk 
dealer  of  Baltimore,  Penn. ; Oscar  H.,  at  home ; 
Harry,  bookkeeper  for  a milk  company  at  Green 
Ridge,  Penn. ; Hattie  F.,  deceased ; and  Herbert,  a 
farmer  of  Lackawanna  county. 

Dr.  Fike  has  ever  taken  an  active  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  especially  in 
educational  work,  and  has  been  an  efficient  school 
director  for  the  past  seventeen  years,  serving  as 
secretary  of  the  board  fifteen  years  of  that  time. 
He  is  also  serving  his  third  term  as  justice  of  the 
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peace.  He  is  local  medical  examiner  for  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Co.,  the  Home  Life  Insurance 
Co.,  and  the  NEtna  Life  Insurance  Co.  He  is  a 
pronounced  Republican  in  politics,  and  since  1881 
has  been  a member  of  Olive  Leaf  Lodge,  I.  O.  O. 

F. ,  of  Carbonclale.  He  is  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Dundaff,  and  has  served  as  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees,  recording  and  financial  steward  of  the 
Church  for  the  past  nine  years. 

FRANCIS  COSGRIFF,  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  PATRICK  COSGRIFF,  recently  de- 
ceased, has  been  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
for  many  years.  As  well-known  farmers  and  stone 
contractors  they  won,  through  their  own  well-di- 
rected efforts,  an  enviable  position  in  business  cir- 
cles, being  numbered  among  the  leading  business 
men  in  their  line  in  Susquehanna  county.  Their  af- 
fairs have  always  been  so  managed  as  to  win  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  and  the  prosperity  which 
should  always  attend  honorable  effort. 

Patrick  and  Mary  (Brady)  Cosgriifi,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subjects,  were  born  near  Longford, Coun- 
ty Longford,  Ireland,  the  father  emigrating  to 
the  United  States  in  1849,  the  mother  in  1843.  t hey 
located  in  New  York,  where  their  marriage  was 
celebrated,  and  there  continued  to  make  their  home 
for  some  years,  the  father  being  engaged  at  the 
brick  mason’s  trade.  In  1859  they  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  and  took  up  their  residence  in 
Franklin  township,  where  he  rented  a farm,  and  in 
connection  with  its  operation  worked  at  his  trade. 
In  1866  he  bought  a place  in  Liberty  township, 
one  and  a half  miles  east  of  Lawsville,  known  as 
the  Michael  Dawley  farm,  on  which  he  erected  a 
new  house  and  barn,  and  made  other  improve- 
ments winch  add  to  its  value  and  attractive  appear- 
ance. There  the  parents  still  continue  to  reside, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  know  them.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born  seven  children,  name- 
ly : (1)  Annie,  born  in  New  York,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  married 

G.  H.  Dean,  of  Putnam  county,  N.  Y.,  who  is  now 
engaged  in  farming  in  Franklin  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.  They  have  six  children,  Bessie, 
Mamie,  Frank,  Ella,  Willie  and  Frederick.  (2) 
John,  born  in  New  York,  was  reared  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  and  in  1877  went  to  Muske- 
gon county,  Mich.,  where  he  followed  lumber- 
ing, but  he  has  not  been  heard  from  for  eight  years. 
(3)  Francis  and  (4)  Patrick  are  next  in  the  order 
of  birth.  (5)  Ella,  born  in  Franklin  township,  in 
1865,  married  John  Kane,  of  that  township,  and 
they  now  reside  in  New  Milford,  Penn.,  where  he 
is  engaged  as  currier  in  a tannery.  (6)  Andrew,  born 
in  Liberty  township,  in  1867,  received  a good  practi- 
cal education,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (7)  Mary,  born  in 
Liberty  township,  in  1870,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Hallstead  and  Montrose,  and  has  for  the 


past  fourteen  years  successfully  engaged  in  teach- 
ing in  the  district  schools  of  Liberty  township. 

Both  Francis  and  Patrick  Cosgriifi  were  born 
in  Franklin  township,  the  former  in  July,  i860,  the 
latter  in  March,  1862,  and  were  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  that  locality.  When  a young  man 
Patrick  learned  the  stone  mason’s  trade,  which  he 
followed  as  a contractor,  building  a number  of  the 
bridges  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  also  dealt 
quite  extensively  in  lumber,  buying  the  land  and  con- 
tracting for  the  lumber.  In  1880,  forming  a part- 
nership with  his  brother  Francis,  they  purchased 
the  Kenyon  farm,  in  Liberty  township,  one  mile 
east  of  Lawsville,  where  they  erected  a fine  barn, 
36x44  feet,  with  silo  attached.  They  cleared  a large 
portion  of  their  farm,  placed  it  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising.  From  1898  Patrick 
operated  a stone  quarry  at  Summersville,  and  an- 
other near  Hallstead,  from  which  he  made  large  ship- 
ments, his  specialties  being  flag  and  bridge 
stones.  He  extensively  engaged  in  bridge  building, 
having  constructed  the  following : 1 he  bridges 

at  Red  Rock  New  Milford,  Howard  Corners, 
and  Brandt's  Station,  all  in  1890;  Gibson,  in 
Clifford  and  Harford  townships,  in  1892;  Forest 
Lake  township,  Birchardville,  in  1893 ; Harmony, 
Brandt's  Station,  Thompson  Inn,  Susquehanna 
county  bridge,  and  Martin  Creek,  in  1894;  Rush 
township,  Bridgewater,  Harford,  Hawkins  Mill 
and  Bridgewater,  in  1895  ; Great  Bend,  Wyalusing 
creek  and  Rush,  in  1896;  Harford  and  South  Gib- 
son, in  1899.  He  also  worked  on  the  Mill  creek 
reservoir,  and  although  one  of  the  youngest  con- 
tractors in  the  county  he  did  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  work,  both  as  a stone  contractor  and  as  a 
lumber  contractor.  With  his  brother  he  ranked 
among  the  most  energetic,  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive business  men  of  their  community,  and  by 
their  honorable,  straightforward  course  the  brothers 
gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom 
they  came  in  contact.  Politically  he  was  always 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  as  is-  also  his 
brother,  and  religiously  the  family  hold  membership 
in  the  Catholic  Church  of  Great  Bend.  Patrick 
was  elected  supervisor  of  his  township  when  only 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  also  filled  the  offices  of 
poormaster  and  school  director,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  decease  was  one  of  the  committeemen  of  his 
township. 

On  January  23,  1900,  while  Patrick  Cosgriff 
was  working  with  his  foreman,  Elmer  Howard,  in 
a blacksmith  shop  connected  with  his  stone  quarry, 
a quantity  of  blasting-powder  which  had  been  test- 
ed and  considered  worthless  ignited,  seriously 
burning  both  men.  The  other  employes  of  the 
quarry  hastened  to  their  assistance,  quickly  tearing 
off  their  burning  clothes,  and  they  both  walked  the 
greater  part  of  the  distance,  about  one-fourth  mile, 
to  their  boarding  house.  Medical  aid  was  quickly 
summoned,  and  everything  possible  was  done  to 
alleviate  their  sufferings.  After  his  burns  were 
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dressed,  Mr.  Cosgriff  seemed  quite  comfortable, 
and  every  hope  was  entertained  for  his  recovery. 
But  about  midnight  he  seemed  to  grow  rapidly 
worse,  though  he  still  continued  to  know  his  friends. 
Though  in  great  pain,  he  neither  complained  nor 
murmured,  and  at  half-past  three,  Wednesday 
morning,  January  24,  became  unconscious,  passing 
away  quietly  about  seven  a.  m.  Undertaker  E.  E. 
Tuttle,  of  Hallstead,  was  summoned,  and  the  body 
removed  to  his  father's  home  in  Liberty.  The  fu- 
neral, from  St.  Lawrence’s  Church,  at  Great  Bend, 
on  Friday,  January  26,  was  largely  attended.  Rev. 
L S.  Fagan  officiating.  Requiem  High  Mass  was 
celebrated,  after  which  he  preached  a sermon  (taking 
as  his  subject,  “Be  ready;  ye  know  not  the  time  nor 
the  hour”),  in  which  he  affectionately  spoke  of  the 
straightforward  life  and  Christian  virtues  of  the 
deceased,  as  a son,  a neighbor  and  a citizen.  The 
Knights  of  Columbus,  of  which  Mr.  Cosgriff  was 
a member,  took  charge  of  the  funeral,  and  on  Sun- 
day, February  25,  memorial  services  in  his  honor 
were  held  in  their  hall  at  Great  Bend.  His  decease 
is  most  keenly  felt  in  his  home  by  his  aged  parents, 
by  his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  outside  home  cir- 
cles by  innumerable  friends  and  his  employes.  In 
disposition  he  was  genial,  and  always  ready  to  lend 
a helping  hand  where  needed.  The  vacancy  left 
by  him  is  one  which  will  always  be  felt  at  home, 
and  by  workingmen  and  society  for  many  long 
years. 

WILLIAM  JOHN  DAY,  a leading,  progres- 
sive and  prosperous  citizen  of  Great  Bend,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  a native  of  England,  born  in  Buck- 
inghamshire, January  9,  1S54. 

Charles  Day,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Warwickshire,  England,  about  the  year  1831,  a 
son  of  Richard  Day,  a laborer  by  occupation,  who 
had  a family  of  seven  children.  He  died  at  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon.  Charles  Day  married  Sarah  Fanth- 
am,  who  was  born  in  Buckinghamshire,  England, 
about  1830,  and  is  at  present  living  at  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  Canada,  where  her  husband  died  in  October, 
1897.  Five  children  were  born  to  this  honored 
couple,  viz. : Twins  that  died  in  infancy ; William 
John,  our  subject;  Edward,  who  lives  in  Canada, 
is  a stone-cutter  by  trade,  and  helped  to  build  the 
new  locks  in  the  Canadian  “Soo”  canal ( he  is  mar- 
ried, and  has  three  children,  Nellie,  Bertha  and 
Edward)  ; and  Helen,  who  married  George  Hodges, 
a brickmaker  in  Canada,  and  died  in  1880,  leaving 
two  children,  George  and  Grace.  The  father  of 
this  family  was  a farmer,  and  on  settling  in  Canada, 
in  1872,  he  followed  his  occupation  there  on  land 
which  he  bought,  and  where  his  widow  now  lives. 
Prior  to  leaving  England  he  owned  a line  of  canal 
boats  that  ran  between  Wendover  and  London, 
carrying  hay  and  coal,  and  he  accumulated  some 
means.  He  belonged  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Order  of  St.  George. 

William  John  Day  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  remained  at 


home  until  eleven  vears  old,  when  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  Ezra  Pigott,  of  Luton,  Bedfordshire,  Eng- 
land, to  learn  the  trade  of  butcher.  He  served  five 
years,  receiving  his  board  and  clothes,  and  with 
savings  from  his  “pocket  money”  (one  shilling  a 
week)  he  managed,  when  sixteen  years  old,  to 
pay  his  passage  to  the  United  States  on  a sailing 
vessel,  arriving  at  New  York  June  19,  1870,  after 
a voyage  of  seven  weeks.  His  brother  Edward  ac- 
companied him,  and  when  they  landed  in  the  New 
World  they  found  their  combined  capital,  after  pay- 
ing for  their  first  night’s  lodging,  amounted  to  a 
couple  of  English  sovereigns  (worth  about  $4.84 
each).  Our  subject  soon  found  work,  however, 
in  a large  slaughter-house  in  Jersey  City,  remaining 
there  some  three  months,  his  brother  meantime 
moving  westward  to  Hop  Bottom,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  where  he  was  employed  as  a stone-cutter  by 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Co.,  at  that 
place.  Here  William  J.  joined  him,  working  on  the 
railroad  that  winter  and  the  following  spring  until 
May  1,  at  which  time  he  took  an  engagement  with 
Mead  Bros.,  butchers,  at  Conklin  Station,  Broome 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  with  them  remained  five  years. 
In  1876  he  came  to  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  commenced  the  butchering  business  in 
partnership  with  J.  Judd ; but  at  the  end  of  three 
months  he  bought  his  partner  out.  In  1880  he  pur- 
chased a vacant  lot  and  erected  his  present  fine  three- 
story  brick  building,  the  third  floor  being  rented  to 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge.  In  addition  to  this  he  owns 
other  property  in  Great  Bend,  as  well  as  some  in 
Hallstead,  besides  a farm  of  100  acres  of  improved 
land  and  nine  acres  up  Trowbridge  creek,  whereon 
he  has  a slaughter-house  and  an  ice-house.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  extensive  butchering  interests  Mr.  Day 
is  a heavy  stockholder  in  and  president  of  the  Great 
Bend  Brush  Manufacturing  Co.,  which  is  a stock 
concern,  owned  exclusively  by  our  subject,  his  son, 
Frederick  C.,  his  wife's  father,  Frederick  Nitchke, 
and  the  latter’s  son,  J.  B.  Nitchke.  It  was  organized 
in  October,  1899,  mainly  through  Mr.  Day’s  influ- 
ence and  enterprise,  and  is  already  meeting  with 
good  success,  employing  some  thirty  hands,  and 
shipping  large  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

On  March  29,  1876,  William  J.  Day  was  united 
in  marriage,  at  Conklin  Station,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y., 
with  Miss  Rosena  A.  Nitchke,  who  was  born  there 
in  1855,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Susanna 
Helena  (Byron)  Nitchke,  Germans  by  birth.  In 
i860,  after  marriage,  they  came  to  the  United  States, 
settling  at  Conklin  Station,  where  Mr.  Nitchke  was 
foreman  in  an  acid  factory.  His  wife  died  in  1895, 
the  mother  of  three  children:  Rosena  A.  (Mrs. 
Day),  Ella  (Mrs.  William  Newman,  of  Great 
Bend),  and  J.  B.  (superintendent  of  the  brush 
factory).  Three  children  have  blessed  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day:  Frederick  C.,  born  January 
26,  1877,  at  present  traveling  in  the  interests  of  the 
brush  factory;  Lulu,  born  in  October,  1882;  and 
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Lena,  born  in  June,  1888.  Frederick  C.  Day  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  -with  Spain,  serving  one  year 
as  a private  in  Company  G,  13th  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry. 

The  Day  family  hold  membership  in  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  which  Mr.  Day  is  a liberal  supporter. 
Socially  he  is  a 32nd  degree  Mason ; is  Past  Master 
of  Blue  Lodge  No.  338,  High  Priest  of  Chapter  No. 
210,  and  Past  Commander  of  Commandery  No.  27, 
all  at  Great  Bend;  is  a member  of  Irem  Temple, 
Shrine,  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  At  one  time  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Mr.  Day,  his  wife 
and  son  are  all  members'  of  Gill  Chapter,  No.  12, 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  which  Mrs.  Day  was 
the  first  Worthy  Matron.  In  politics  our  subject  is 
a stanch  Republican,  though  no  office-seeker,  being 
a silent  yet  influential  advisor  of  his  party.  How- 
ever, he  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council  two 
terms,  and  has  frequently  been  urged  to  accept  nom- 
ination for  the  office  of  burgess,  hut  has  invariablv 
declined  the  honor.  For  twelve  vears  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  and  was  recently  re- 
elected for  another  term  of  three  years.  In  all  re- 
spects Air.  Day  is  public-spirited  and  progres- 
sive, and  ready  to  aid  any  enterprise  that  may  tend 
to  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  his  adoption,  or  of  the 
county  at  large. 

KENNETH  ANDERSON  JOHNSTON  (de- 
ceased) was  for  many  years  a leading  citizen  of 
New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  and  his  high 
character  and  upright  life  won  for  him  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  While 
his  life  was  free  from  ambitious  strivings  for  public 
notice,  it  was  marked  bv_  a quiet  usefulness  which 
exerted  an  influence  upon  the  community  not  often 
attained  by  men  in  private  life. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  born  February  20,  1807,  at 
Kirkwood,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  came  of  good 
pioneer  stock.  His  parents,  Andrew  and  Elizabeth 
(Snedeker)  Johnston,  were  the  first  couple  married 
in  that  locality,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Priest  Buck,  of  Great  Bend,  Penn.  Andrew  John- 
ston built  the  first  public  house  at  Kirkwood,  and 
had  charge  of  it  when  the  first  line  of  stages  was 
started  from  that  place  to  this  section ; after  his 
death,  in  1815,  his  widow  settled  on  the  Thomas  Day 
farm,  at  Great  Bend,  with  her  daughter,  Ursula,  and 
six  sons,  James,  Garrett,  Kenneth  Anderson,  David, 
John  Berkalew,  and  Andrew. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Snedeker)  Johnston  was  horn 
in  1777,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
two  years — over  half  a century  of  widowhood  attest- 
ing her  devotion  to  her  husband’s  memory.  Her  fa- 
ther, Garrett  Snedeker,  who  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  removed  in  1794  from  Somer- 
set county,  N.  J.,  to  the  northern  part  of  the  \ alley 
of  the  Susquehanna,  making  the  journey  with  a 
wagon,  upon  which  were  loaded  the  household  goods 
and  the  necessary  provisions.  His  family  consisted 
of  his  wife  and  six  children;  Isaac,  David.  James, 


Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  Abby.  Notwithstanding 
the  difficulties  attending  the  fording  of  creeks,  and 
other  incidents  of  travel  in  the  wilderness,  they 
made  their  way  without  notable  mishap  until  about 
fourteen  miles  from  Great  Bend,  when  the  wagon 
broke  down,  and  they  spent  the  night  in  a hastily- 
constructed  camp,  their  slumbers  being  disturbed 
by  serenades  from  wolves  and  other  wild  animals. 
At  that  time  there  was  but  one  house  at  New  Mil- 
ford, one  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  two  at  Great 
Bend,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river. 

Our  subject’s  youth  was  spent  at  his  old  home 
in  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.,  and  when  a young  man  he  came 
to  this  section,  locating  first  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  operated  a mill  for  a few  years. 
This  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  later  he  conducted 
a woolen-mill  at  Great  Bend.  He  was  also  engaged 
in  a similar  business,  at  different  times,  at  Harford 
and  Tingley,  Susquehanna  county,  and  in  1849 
settled  permanently  upon  a farm  at  New  Milford, 
where  he  died  June  11,  1877.  In  connection  with 
farming  he  operated  a sawmill  and  lathmill,  and  in 
his  varied  line  of  business  he  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess. He  was  a man  of  generous  nature,  was  a 
good  Christian,  and  for  many  years  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  New  Mil- 
ford. He  served  for  some  time  as  deacon,  but  when 
the  Church  became  Presbyterian  in  faith  he  declined 
to  remain  in  office  longer.  Politically  he  was  a Re- 
publican, and  among  the  positions  which  he  filled 
were  those  of  school  director,  roadmaster,  assessor 
and  poormaster.  On  September  5,  1832,  he  was 
married,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  to- Miss 
Nancy  A.  Kennedy,  and  the  following  children 
blessed  the  union;  Rhoda  E„  deceased,  who  married 
James  Partridge;  Harriet  E.,  who  died  in  child- 
hood ; Miss  Evelyn  M. ; W.  Irvin,  who  died  in  1856 ; 
and  Miss  Julia  H.  The  two  surviving  daughters 
occupy  the  homestead,  which  shows  no  lack  of 
business-like  management  under  their  oversight. 
Both  are  fond  of  reading,  and  their  intelligence  and 
culture  enable  them  to  pass  then  leisure  time  picas 
antly  and  profitably  with  the  best  literature. 

Mrs.  Nancy  A.  (Kennedy)  Johnston  was  horn 
April  2,  1807,  and  died  January  27,  1887,  her  re- 
mains being  interred  beside  those  of  her  husband, 
in  New  Milford  cemetery.  She  was  a daughter  of 
David  and  Rhoda  (Sternes)  Kennedy,  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  settled  in  Wayne  county  at  an  early  day. 
Her  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  cleared 
a homestead  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness,  and  the 
first  apple  orchard  in  the  locality  was  planted  by 
him,  from  seeds  brought  from  Connecticut  in  his 
vest  pocket.  The  following  reference  to  this  worthy 
couple  is  found  in  an  old  book:  They  were  pious, 

prudent  and  intelligent  people.” 

FRANK  C.  BUNNELL  and  his  brother,  J. 
K.  BUNNELL,  Jr.,  are  counted  among  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Texas  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  well  deserve  prominent  mention  in  this  volume. 
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The  Bunnell  family  has  long  been  identified 
with  Wayne  county,  David  Bunnell,  the  grandfather 
of  the  gentlemen  named  above,  having  settled  in 
1804  at  Bethany,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  with  his  wife 
Parthenia  (Kellam).  In  1839  he  purchased  a large 
tract  of  land  in  Dyberry  and  Texas  townships,  in 
partnership  with  three  of  his  sons,  and  engaged 
in  lumbering  on  an  extensive  scale.  J.  K.  Bunnell, 
Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subjects,  was  the  fifth  son  of 
the  old  pioneer,  and  was  born  at  Bethany  January 
14,  1817.  He  was  the  youngest  of  the  three  sons 
who  joined  their  father  in  the  purchase  of  the  land 
mentioned,  and  assisted  in  the  clearing  of  the  tract, 
and  the  construction  of  buildings  for  a homestead. 
In  time  he  became  the  sole  owner  of  180  acres  of  the 
land,  lying  on  what  is  known  as  Bunnell’s  Pond,  and 
comprising  the  original  homestead.  He  has 
ever  since  been  engaged  in  agricultural  work  princi- 
pally, and  for  twenty  years  past  has  given  his 
attention  to  dairying,  the  product  of  his  dairy  being 
disposed  of  in  Honesdale  and  vicinity.  His  intelli- 
gence and  sound  judgment  make  him  an  authority 
in  his  lines  of  work,  and  his  farm  is  conducted  in  a 
thoroughly  scientific  manner.  From  childhood  he 
was  taught  by  his  parents  that  those  who  succeed 
in  life  must  lay  the  foundation  for  success  in  their 
industry  and  correct  habits,  and  these  lessons  were 
wisely  enforced  by  practical  training  in  the  various 
lines  of  labor  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  a pioneer  farm- 
er’s son.  In  addition  to  this  judicious  home  train- 
ing, his  active  and  ambitious  mind  acquired  a good 
store  of  information  in  the  schools  of  the  locality. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  prominent  in  public 
affairs  in  Texas  township,  holding  different  offices, 
including  that  of  supervisor,  and  for  a long  time  he 
has  served  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Honesdale,  of  which  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  been  members  for  more  than  forty-five 
years.  In  1841  he  married  Miss  Ann  S.  Browns- 
combe,  who  was  born  January  1,  1823,  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  near  the  borders  of  Cornwall,  and 
died  March  7,  1893.  Her  parents,  John  and  Johanna 
(Spettigue)  Brownscombe,  came  to  Wayne  county 
with  their  family  in  1830,  and,  after  residing  in  Ber- 
lin township  for  eleven  years,  settled  at  Bunnell’s 
Pond,  where  their  last  days  were  spent.  The  fa- 
ther, who  was  a man  of  fine  education,  followed 
teaching  as  an  occupation  in  the  old  country,  and 
during  his  residence  in  Wayne  county  was  frequent- 
ly called  upon  to  serve  as  clerk  of  elections,  and  in 
other  positions  requiring  ability,  accuracy,  and  dis- 
patch. Mrs.  Ann  Bunnell  was  one  of  the  family  of 
three  children,  the  other  being  Henry  B.,  who  has  for 
forty-four  years  been  an  honored  clergyman  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Pennsylvania ; and  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Seth  C.  Whiting,  of  Winsted,  Connecticut. 
J.  Iv.  and  Ann  S.  Bunnell  had  a family  of  seven 
children,  namely:  (1)  Caroline  E.  was  born  Sep- 
tember 18,  1842.  (2)  George  W.,  born  in  1844,  died 
February  4,  1863.  (3)  William  B.,  born  June  30, 

1847,  died  October  15,  i860.  (4)  Hattie  E.,  born 


December  22,  1849,  married  Henry  Webb,  a farmer 
of  near  Bethany,  and  has  two  sons — Robert  and 
William.  (5)  Frank  C.  is  mentioned  below.  (6) 
Sarah  Emma,  born  September  11,  1856,  married 
Charles  R.  Brady,  D.  D.  S.,  and  died  July  30,  1889, 
in  Honesdale,  leaving  one  daughter — Kate  B.  (7) 
J.  K.,  Jr.,  is  mentioned  below. 

Frank  C.  Bunnell  was  born  September  16,  1853, 
in  Bunnell  town,  Wayne  county,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood on  the  old  homestead,  receiving  a good  practi- 
cal education  in  the  local  schools,  while  assisting  his 
father  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  In  May,  1877,  he 
married  Miss  Libbie  Bone,  of  Honesdale,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Julia  Bone,  natives  of  Liskeard,  Eng- 
land, who  came  to  this  country  in  1849,  and  were  for 
a number  of  years  residents  of  Honesdale,  where 
they  were  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew 
them.  Her  mother  died  there,  and  her  father  is 
now  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Bunnell  settled  upon  his  present  farm, 
which  was  given  him  by  his  father.  It  is  a fine 
place,  adjoining  the  old  homestead,  and  was  formerly 
known  as  the  Hughes  farm.  Since  taking  posses- 
sion Mr.  Bunnell  has  made  many  improvements 
upon  the  estate,  has  devoted  much  attention  to  dairy- 
ing, and  keeps  a number  of  high  bred  cows,  shipping 
the  milk  to  New  York  Citv.  His  home  life  is  one 
of  comfort  and  refinement.  He  has  two  daughters : 
Alice  Anna,  born  May  23,  1878;  and  Julia  May, 
born  March  10,  1880.  The  former  graduated  from 
the  Honesdale  high  school  in  June,  1898.  In  poli- 
tics F.  C.  Bunnell  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  never 
aspired  to  office,  although  he  has  been  frequently 
urged  to  allow  his  name  to  be  presented  as  a candi- 
date for  township  positions.  He  and  his  family  are 
all  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Honesdale,  contributing  liberally  to  its  support,  and 
giving  efficient  help  in  all  the  work  of  the  society. 

J.  Iv.  Bunnell,  Jr.,  youngest  son  of  J.  Iv. 
Bunnell,  Sr.,  was  born  December  4,  1862,  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  there  spent  his  youth,  giving  his 
father  such  assistance  as  his  growing  strength  per- 
mitted. He  remained  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage, and  was  educated  in  the  the  local  schools 
and  the  schools  of  Honesdale.  On  September 
20,  1893,  he  married  Miss  Anna  Mary  Taylor, 
who  was  born  in  1868,  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
county,  only  child  of  Lewis  Taylor,  a prominent 
farmer  of  that  locality.  He  is  a native  of  England, 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eleanor 
Decker,  was  born  in  Johnstown,  N.  Y.  Since  his 
marriage  Mr.  Bunnell  has  conducted  the  old  home- 
stead, which  he  has  improved  in  many  ways,  mak- 
ing additions  to  the  buildings,  and  erecting  a large 
barn,  with  all  conveniences  for  dairy  farming.  He 
has  also  constructed  two  siloes,  of  fifty  and  seventy- 
five  tons  capacity,  respectively,  and  he  keeps  on  the 
average  about  thirty  head  of  Holstein  and  Jersey 
cattle,  enabling  him  to  furnish  his  patrons  with  the 
best  of  milk  and  butter.  He  is  at  present  the  sole 
agent  for  the  Eureka  mower  in  his  own  and  adjoin- 
ing townships.  Politically,  as  in  other  respects,  he 
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is  not  inclined  to  follow  the  opinions  of  others,  and 
although  he  formerly  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party  he  now  votes  independently.  He  takes  an 
active  part  in  all  the  progressive  movements  in  his 
locality,  as  is  the  custom  of  his  family,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Honesdale.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  one 
beloved  daughter,  Candace  E.,  who  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1898,  aged  one  and  one-half  years. 

PROF.  ALFRED  W.  LARRABEE,  one  of 
the  most  successful  school  teachers  in  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  in  Jackson,  that  county,  April  2, 
i837- 

Our  subject’s  parents,  Emory  B.  and  Laura  A. 
(Wheaton)  Larrabee,  were  both  natives  of  New 
England,  but  became  acquainted  and  were  married 
in  Susquehanna  county.  The  father  moved  here  in 
1825  with  his  parents,  Capt.  Veranas  and  Lucy 
(Bennett)  Larrabee,  natives  of  Vermont,  who  lo- 
cated in  Jackson  township,  where  the  grandfather 
followed  farming,  and  at  intervals  held  township 
offices.  He  was  a pensioner  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
commanded  a company  of  the  State  militia.  It  was 
in  1821  that  our  subject’s  mother  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  with  her  parents,  Moses  B.  and  Pollv 
A.  (Aldrich)  Wheaton,  of  New  Hampshire,  who 
also  settled  in  Jackson  township.  In  connection  with 
farming  Mr.  Wheaton  followed  school  teaching  for 
over  a half  century.  The  father  of  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Jackson  township 
throughout  his  active  business  life,  and  also  held 
township  offices,  such  as  school  director,  supervisor, 
etc.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican.  He  died  in 
April,  1899,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1887,  aged  sixtv-seven  years,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the  North  Jack- 
son  cemetery.  She  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  their 
six  children,  the  others  being  William  H.,  a butcher 
of  Susquehanna;  Oscar  G.  and  William  W.,  both 
carpenters  of  Susquehanna ; John  W.,  a tonsorial 
artist  of  the  same  place ; and  Winfield  S.,  a painter 
of  North  Jackson,  now  deceased. 

Alfred  V . Larrabee’s  boyhood  days  were  spent 
in  close  proximity  to  the  whipping  rod,  both  at  home 
and  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  received  a certificate,  to  teach  the  common 
branches,  of  school  director  Adin  Miller,  of  South 
Gibson.  His  next  certificate  was  from  the  first 
county  superintendent,  Willard  Richardson,  under 
the  Act  of  1854.  This  was  the  beginning  of  his  life 
work.  The  hours  of  hard  labor  greatly  exceeded 
those  'of  pleasure  while  he  was  toiling  up  the  hill 
of  science  and  wisdom,  teaching  both  public  and 
select  school  winters,  and  learning  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  to  enable  him  to  attend  the  academies  at 
Harford  and  Montrose.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  received  his  professional  certificate,  after 
which  he  taught  nearly  all  the  time  until  the  war 
broke  out,  in  1861.  At  the  country's  first  call  for 


aid  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  1st  Penn.  Light 
Artillery,  which  was  known  as  “Rickett’s"  Battery, 
and  remained  with  them  for  two  and  a half  years, 
always  doing  the  work  of  a sergeant,  having  com- 
mand of  one  gun.  He  was  in  thirty-two  engage- 
ments up  to  the  time  he  was  wounded,  at  the  second 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  his  left  hip  being  fractured  by  the 
premature  discharge  of  his  ten-pounder.  From  the 
battlefield  he  was  taken  to  Carver  hospital,  Meridian 
Hill,  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  stayed  three 
months.  Thence  obtaining  a sixty  days’  furlough, 
he  went  home,  in  March,  1863,  and  was  married  to 
Emma  D.  Doyle,  second  daughter  of  Justin  L.  and 
Lydia  Ann  W.  (Avery)  Doyle,  natives  of  Rhode 
Island,  who  came  to  Susquehanna  county  with 
their  respective  parents  when  young,  and  remained 
here.  Only  a few  days  after  his  marriage  he  went 
back  and  was  sent  to  Portsmouth  Grove  hospital, 
Rhode  Island,  where,  while  convalescing,  he  was 
made  head  clerk  for  Surgeon-General  Edwards. 
After  three  months’  service  he  was  discharged,  but 
only  a few  days  elapsed  before  he  re-enlisted,  in 
Troop  M,  1st  New  York  Vet.  Cav.  During  his  stay 
with  them  he  was  in  command  of  the  provost  guard, 
at  Camp  Piatt,  W.  Va.  From  this  camp  he  ob- 
tained a leave  of  absence,  and  went  home,  to  find 
his  wife  dead  and  buried ; their  wedded  life  had  been 
only  thirty-two  days.  Returning  to  camp,  he 
stayed  until  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

On  his  return  home  from  the  army  our  subject 
began  studying  with  renewed  vigor,  trying  hard  to 
bury  his  sorrow  in  the  knotty  problems  of  science, 
and  in  1867  he  nad  mastered  the  Latin  language 
and  received  a State  certificate  for  the  same,  with 
twenty-three  additional  branches.  In  May,  1872,  he 
was  again  married,  this  time  to  Miss  Wealthy  J. 
Gelatt,  of  Thompson,  and  they  began  housekeeping 
in  Susquehanna.  Here  he  graded  the  public  school, 
and  was  principal  three  years.  From  there  he  moved 
to  Great  Bend,  graded  the  public  school  at  that 
place,  and  served  as  principal  until  appointed  county 
superintendent,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  W.  W. 
Watson,  resigned.  In  1876  a daughter  was  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larrabee,  Mabel  L.,  now  wife  of 
Dr.  W.  W.  McNamarra,  of  Thompson.  Our  sub- 
ject was  divorced  from  his  second  wife.  He  was 
again  alone,  but  he  kept  on  teaching,  keeping  up 
his  physique  with  the  saw  and  hammer  when  not  in 
the  school  room,  and  dotting  the  county  here  and 
there  with  memorials  of  his  handiwork.  One  town 
contains  sixteen  dwelling-houses  of  which  he  is  the 
architect.  In  1880  he  came  to  Union  Dale,  and 
graded  the  public  school  here.  In  1882  he  married,  for 
his  third  wife,  Georg'ieannaL.  Barriger,  fourth  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Henry  S.  and  Sophia  A.  (Pickering) 
Barriger,  residents  of  Gibson,  Penn.  He  was  princi- 
pal of  the  graded  school  four  years,  and  taught 
select  school  as  many  years  more,  twenty-one  pupils 
from  his  select  school  receiving  certificates  to  teach 
through  his  instruction.  The  Professor  is  now 
building  himself  a home,  the  upper  part  of  which 
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will  be  fitted  up  for  a private  school  room.  All 
these  years  he  has  kept  up  his  untiring  zeal  for  learn- 
ing, and  to-day  is  as  great  a student  as  ever.  The 
past  with  him  is  a mighty  memory,  as  his  pupils 
number  between  five  and  six  thousand.  He  keeps 
pace  with  the  cycle  of  public  events,  and  is  recognized 
as  a scholar  and  a Christian  gentleman.  He  never 
seems  to  have  done  his  best.  There  is  always  a 
reserved  force  for  another  time.  Fraternally  he  be- 
longs to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M. ; he  is  a stanch  Republican 
in  political  sentiment. 

ALFRED  C.  GROW,  one  of  the  progressive 
and  well-to-do  general  farmers  of  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  May  7,  1840,  in 
Mehoopany,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  son  of  John  W. 
and  Caroline  (Wakefield)  Grow. 

John  W.  Grow  was  born  January  3,  1820,  in 
Connecticut,  son  of  Danford'  and  Chloye  (Jones) 
Grow,  who  became  early  settlers  of  Meshoppen, 
Penn.  In  Meshoppen  township,  Wyoming  county, 
he  met  and  married  Caroline  Wakefield,  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  daughter  of  Cyrus  Wakefield,  a 
farmer,  and,  they  soon  afterward  removed  to  Me- 
hoopany, where  Air.  Grow  operated  a sawmill,  and 
also  carried  on  a coopering  business.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  their  union,  namely : Alfred  C. ; 
James,  who  died  at  Akron,  Ohio;  Philander,  who 
died  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war ; Aclelia,  wife 
of  Franklin  Bullock,  a retired  citizen  of  Tunkhan- 
nock,  Penn. ; Emerson,  a blacksmith,  living  in  Illi- 
nois ; George,  who  runs  a sawmill  in  Auburn  town- 
ship ; and  Uneca,  who  died  in  childhood.  The 
mother  died  in  1855,  at  Meshoppen,  Penn.,  where 
she  was  buried,  and  where  the  father  now  lives  re- 
tired. He  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Airs.  Eu- 
nice White,  and  to  them  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows : Inez,  married  to  Solomon  Baker,  a stone 
mason  of  Meshoppen ; Ida,  wife  of  Afaleel  Har- 
vey, a farmer  of  Ivizerville,  Penn.,  and  Hattie,  wife 
of  John  Harvey,  who  owns  a farm  near  Kizerville. 
Mr.  Grow  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Alfred  C.  Grow  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  up  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  after  his  moth- 
er's death  making  his  home  with  an  uncle  for  a 
year.  Between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and  fifteen  he 
worked  in  a sawmill  at  Aleshoppen.  For  a few 
years  during  his  early  manhood  he  worked  with 
various  farmers,  and  he  also  lived  at  home  for  two 
years.  For  three  months  he  was  engaged  in  re- 
pair work  on  the  river  dam,  and  for  two  or  three 
years  prior  to  his  marriage  ran  a sawmill  in  Spring- 
ville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  which  his  fa- 
ther rented.  After  his  marriage,  in  i860,  he  pur- 
chased a mill  in  Springville,  which  he  ran  for  six 
months,  at  the  end  of  that  time  moving  to  Lvman- 
ville,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  a 
year.  In  July,  1861,  he  enlisted,  for  three  years,  in 
Company  H,  1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  un- 
der Capt.  James  Brady,  but  he  was  discharged  in 


January,  1862,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  account  of 
disability.  For  the  next  two  years  he  was  capable 
of  doing  little  work,  though  he  carried  on  farming 
for  about  a year,  and  in  December,  1863,  he  moved 
to  Doylestown,  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  for 
a few  months  in  the  Buckeye  reaper  and  mower  shop. 
In  January,  1864,  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Com- 
pany G,  1 20th  O.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Benjamin 
Jones,  after  a few  months’  service  with  that  com- 
mand transferring  to  the  114th  O.  V.  I.,  and  later 
to  another  Ohio  regiment.  He  participated  in  the 
Red  River  campaign,  was  in  various  skirmishes, 
and  was  under  fire  for  a week  at  Blakely,  but  he  was 
never  wounded.  He  came  home  on  furlough  in  the 
fall  of  1865,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service  in  May,  1866,  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

For  about  one  year  after  his  return  from  the 
army,  Mr.  Grow  was  under  the  doctor’s  care,  after 
which,  until  1871,  he  was  employed  in  the  reaper 
and  mower  machine  shop  at  Doylestown,  In  1872 
he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  first  renting  a farm  in 
Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county.  The  next 
year  he  worked  the  Whitesmith  farm,  in  1874  and 
i875  the  Lemuel  Blakesley  farm  at  Springville,  and 
subsequently  Dr.  Gratton’s  farm  at  Benton  Center. 
On  his  return  to  Springville  he  worked  for  six  years 
for  Lemuel  Blakesley,  and  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  his  own  account,  at  present  liv- 
ing on  the  Beardsley  farm,  in  Auburn  township, 
near  the  Baptist  Church.  It  comprises  130  acres  of 
good  land,  and  by  industry  and  careful  management 
l\Ir.  Grow  has  derived  a good  income  from  the 
farm,  gaining  a well-deserved  reputation  for  prog- 
ress and  thrift  in  all  his  undertakings.  He  is  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him  as  intelligent,  honest, 
hard-working  man,  and  is  well  known  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  home. 

On  February  4,  i860,  Mr.  Grow  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Aliss  Annie  Wiles,  the  ceremony  tak- 
ing place  in  Springville  township,  and  they  have 
had  children  as  follows:  Clark  E.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years ; Caroline  A.,  wife  of  Thomas  Bag- 
ley,  a machinist  of  Towanda,  Penn. ; James  L.,.  a 
farmer  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county; 
John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years;  Al- 
fred E.,  a molder,  of  Towanda,  who  married  Eva 
Lake ; Blanche  V.,  married  to  Burton  Thomas,  who 
owns  a farm  in  Springville;  Edith,  wife  of  Fred 
Thomas,  who  owns  a farm  in  Springville ; Charles, 
a farmer  of  Auburn  township ; Harry  and  Clara, 
twins,  the  former  living  at  home,  the  latter  married 
to  Zibe  Lott : and  Wileston  T.  and  Burton  C.,  liv- 
ing at  home.  Air.  Grow  takes  a deep  interest  in  re- 
ligious matters,  uniting  with  the  Baptist  Church,  to 
which  most  of  the  family  belong,  and  in  which  he  has 
held  the  office  of  deacon  for  six  years.  While  liv- 
ing in  Ohio  he  attended  the  Christian  Church,  in 
which  he  was  an  elder  for  five  years.  His  political 
sympathies  are  with  the  Republican  party.  So- 
cially lie  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  and  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Daughters 
of  Rebekah. 
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Mrs.  Annie  (Wiles)  Grow  was  born  March  2, 
1844,  near  Meshoppen,  Penn.  Her  mother,  Martha 
Boughton,  was  twice  married,  and  Annie  was  born 
to  the  first  union,  but  as  she  was  only  a young  child 
when  her  mother  wedded  Martin  Wiles  she  always 
went  by  her  stepfather's  name.  Mrs.  Wiles  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  As  the 
family  consisted  of  eleven  children  Mrs.  Grow  com- 
menced to  help  when  but  ten  years  of  age,  going 
to  school  winters  and  doing  housework  and  spin- 
ning in  the  summers.  She  married  Mr.  Grow  at  the 
early  age  of  sixteen.  Always  studious,  quiet 
and  unassuming,  she  gained  many  friends,  and  she 
is  an  active  Church  worker,  having  from  early  life 
been  a constant  attendant  of  Sabbath-school  and 
Church.  She  is  president  of  the  Mission  Circle,  and 
may  always  be  relied  upon  in  any  good  work. 

EDMUND  L.  VAN  GORDEN,  for  a number 
of  years  a prosperous  and  honored  citizen  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  commenced  life  for 
himself  in  limited  circumstances,  poor  in  everything 
but  energy  and  indomitable  will  power.  Success 
at  length  crowned  his  well-directed  efforts,  and  he 
is  now  the  possessor  of  a fine  farm  and  comfortable 
competence. 

Mr.  Van  Gorden  was  born  in  Bradford  county, 
Penn.,  March  2,  1840,  a son  of  Levi  M.  and 
Mehitable  (Terry)  Van  Gorden,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Pike  county,  the  latter  of  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  The  father  made  his  home  in 
Bradford  county  from  the  age  of  twenty  until 
twenty-six,  and  in  the  meantime  was  married,  in 
Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  lo- 
cated on  leaving  Bradford  county,  and  continued 
to  make  his  home  through  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a farmer,  and  actively  engaged  in  that  oc- 
cupation until  his  death,  March  29,  1892,  when  he 
had  reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-seven 
years  and  nine  months.  He  survived  his  faithful 
wife  only  seven  weeks,  she  dying  February  9,  1892, 
and  they  now  sleep  side  by  side  in  Rush  cemetery. 
Both  were  earnest,  consistent  Christian  people,  the 
father  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  mother  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Our  subject  is 
the  eldest  of  their  four  children,  the  others  being 
Prudence  J.,  deceased  wife  of  Ebenezer  Stanton; 
Lucy  R.,  who  (first)  married  Aden  Stevens,  and 
(second)  William  Bradshaw,  a hotel  man  of  Stevens- 
ville,  Penn. ; and  Charles  A.,  a carpenter  of  Lester- 
shire,  N.  Y.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents 
were  Abrabam  and  Rebecca  Van  Gorden,  and  his 
maternal  grandparents  were  Ichabod  and  Lucy 
(Metcalf)  Terry,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  remained  until 
after  he  was  married,  May  19, 1862, at  Benton,  Penn., 
to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  Estell,  a native  of  that  place, 
who  died  in  August,  1864,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Rush  cemetery.  Her 
parents  were  Jacob  and  Hannab  Estell,  of  Benton. 


The  only  child  born  to  our  subject  by  this  union, 
William,  married  Frankie  Terry,  and  now  lives  in 
Scranton,  Penn. ; he  is  a compressed  air  engineer. 

On  May  12,  1867,  at  Myersburg,  Bradford  Co., 
Penn.,  Mr.  Van  Gorden  wedded  Miss  Annie  Varges- 
on,  a native  of  that  county,  and  a daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  A.  Vargeson.  They  separated  in  January, 
1874.  She  died  July  1,  1877,  aged  twenty-eight 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  Standing  Stone,  Brad- 
ford county.  By  this  union  were  two  daughters : 
Emma  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Jacob  Berry,  who  is  fore- 
man for  the  West  Ridge  Coal  Co.,  of  Scranton; 
and  Ada  M.,  wife  of  William  Kambeck,  of  Scrant- 
on, who  during  the  war  with  Spain  was  commis- 
sioned captain  of  Company  B,  13th  Regiment,  P.  - 
V.  I.,  and  was  stationed  at  Camp  McKenzie. 

Mr.  Van  Gorden  was  again  married,  at  Nichol- 
son, Penn.,  June  23,  1877,  his  third  union  being 
with  Mrs.  Amy  (Brown)  Betts,  who  was  born  in 
Lenox,  Susquehanna  county,  August  1 1 , 1842.  Her 
parents,  John  and  Minerva  (Wright)  Brown,  farm- 
ing people,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Ver- 
mont, respectively,  and  both  died  in  Lenox,  Penn., 
the  former  in  1874,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  the  latter 
in  1876,  aged  sixty-five,  their  remains  being  in- 
terred at  Lathrop,  Penn.  The  children  born  to 
them  were  as  follows : George  W.  and  Lovisa,  both 
deceased;  Henry,  a resident  of  Nicholson,  Penn.; 
Rowena,  widow  of  Joshua  Crandall,  who  was  killed 
in  the  Civil  war;  Christina,  wife  of  Joseph  Saund- 
ers, of  Hop  Bottom,  Penn. ; Porter,  also  a resident 
of  Hop  Bottom ; Lucinda,  who  was  killed  by  a fall- 
ing tree;  Amy,  wife  of  our  subject;  Nancy,  wife  of 
Warren  Kilburn,  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; Alonzo,  a resident  of  Hop  Bottom ; and 
Lydia,  Isaac  and  Adeline,  who  ah  died  young. 
Mrs.  \ an  Gorden’s  paternal  grandparents,  Wise 
and  Lovisa  Brown,  were  natives  of  Connecticut, 
and  located  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  at  an  early  day,  making  their  home  upon  a 
farm  there  until  called  from  this  life.  Her  maternal 
grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Wright,  were 
also  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  early  settlers  of 
Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county;  they, 
too,  were  farming  people. 

On  leaving  the  old  home  farm,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years,  Mr.  Van  Gorden  went  to  Glen- 
wood,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  was  employed 
for  one  year  pulling  stumps,  having  purchased  a 
machine  of  180  horse-power  for  that  purpose.  With 
his  machine,  drawn  by  two  mules,  he  traveled 
through  Susquehanna,  Wayne,  Pike  and  Wyoming- 
counties  for  some  years,  and  did  considerable  busi- 
ness along  that  line.  For  six  months  he  was  located 
in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county ; spent  one 
year  on  a farm  in  Benton,  Penn. ; and  made  his  home 
for  fifteen  years  in  Nicholson,  where,  in  connection 
with  the  operation  of  his  own  machine,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  haypressing  for  three  other  parties  for  five 
years,  each.  While  there  he  served  as  street  com- 
missioner five  years,  constable  the  same  length  of 
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time,  and  tax  collector  three  years.  On  July  5,  1890, 
he  located  upon  a farm  in  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  now  owns  150  acres  of 
excellent  land  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
has  recently  rented  the  place  and  now  makes  his 
home  in  the  city  of  Scranton.  He  is  a stockholder 
in  the  Rush  Center  Creamery,  which  was  built  in 
1892,  and  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising,  progres- 
sive and  industrious  business  men  of  his  community. 
For  ten  years  he  has  been  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and,  being-  a strong 
Temperance  man,  he  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Prohibition  party. 

NELSON  L.  PECK,  D.  D.  S.,  a well-known 
dentist  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  is  not  only 
a leader  in  his  profession,  but  he  and  his  family- 
stand  high  in  the  social  life  of  the  community.  His 
fine  intellectual  gifts,  and  wide  range  of  informa- 
tion, united  with  an  upright  character,  make  him 
a valuable  citizen,  and  the  following  account  of  his 
life  will  be  appreciated  by  a large  circle  of  friends. 

The  record  of  the  Peck,  or  Beck  (as  it  is  pro- 
nounced in  German),  family  is  traced  back  many 
generations.  It  is  supposed  that  they  came  originally 
from  Scotland,  tradition  making  them  Scotch-Irish. 
Peck  or  Beck  in  Gaelic  means  a small  stream. 
From  Scotland  they  went  across  the  North  sea  to 
the  Continent,  settling  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  thence 
removed  to  Wittenberg,  and  thence  to  Alsace, 
whence  the  first  ancestor  in  America  emigrated. 
His  given  name  is  unknown.  He  was  an  only  son, 
and  came  to  America  to  avoid  entering  the  mili- 
tary service,  which  was  compulsory  in  his  country, 
though  he  wished  to  remain  with  his  widowed 
mother.  Being  undecided  as  to  what  course  he 
should  pursue — take  care  of  his  widowed  mother 
or  go  into  the  army — he  sought  advice  of  his  pas- 
tor, who  advised  him  to  take  up  military  service, 
and  take  the  ninety-first  Psalm  as  his  guide.  How- 
ever he  came  to  America,  instead.  At"  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he  enlisted,  and  did 
valiant  service  in  many  battles ; he  testified  that  no 
day  passed  in  which  he  failed  to  read  the  ninety-first 
Psalm,  and  that  in  the  hottest  battles  he  felt  as  safe 
as  if  at  home,  in  his  easy  chair.  Physically  he  was 
a very  large  man,  weighing  nearly  three  hundred 
pounds.  His  son,  Johann  Heinrich  Beck,  was  prob- 
ably the  founder  of  the  Beck  or  Peck  family  in 
America.  He  married  Catharine  Wolf,  a sister  of 
Gov.  Wolf,  seventh  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
comptroller  of  the  currency  under  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  they  had  four  sons,  John,  Jacob,  George  and 
Henry,  and  eight  daughters.  He  took  title  to  325 
acres  of  land  (near  Newburg,  Lower  Nazareth 
township)  from  John  and  Richard  Penn,  the  orig- 
inal title  and  part  of  the  land  being  still  owned  by 
George  H.  Beck.  The  Becks  descended  from  this 
ancestry  are  numerous,  scattered  far  and  wide  over 
the  country,  and  are  for  the  most  part  well-to-do, 
being  farmers,  druggists,  doctors,  preachers,  den- 
tists, etc.  Many  of  them  are  Lutherans  in  religious 


faith,  some  are  Methodists,  a few  Presbyterians ; 
and  there  are  also  a few  Moravians. 

Henry  Beck,  son  of  Johann  Heinrich  Beck 
and  Catharine  Wolf,  and  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, inherited  a farm  from  his  parents.  He  opened 
a pottery,  but  the  clay  turned  out  badly  and  he  lost 
much  money,  though  he  was  afterward  more  suc- 
cessful. He  died  in  1824,  of  typhoid  fever,  leaving 
three  children:  Mary,  Jesse  and  Emanuel. 

Mary  married  Adam  Hampshire,  and  died  near 
Newburg,  Penn. ; Jesse  entered  the  United  States  ar- 
my during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  never  re- 
turned home. 

Emanuel  Peck,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1818,  and  as  his  parents  died  during  his  childhood 
he  was  apprenticed  in  early  life,  and  was  reared 
in  the  vicinity  of  Allentown,  learning  the  tailor’s 
trade,  which  he  has  followed  for  many  years.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  4th  Penn.  Re- 
serves, and  spent  nine  months  in  the  service,  endur- 
ing untold  hardships,  which  brought  on  chronic 
rheumatism.  On  his  return  from  the  army  he  set- 
tled in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  still  resides.  He  is 
a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  an  honored  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
at  Stroudsburg.  His  wife,  Susan  (Lee),  who  died 
in  1891,  \yas  a daughter  of  Daniel  Lee,  of  Monroe 
county,  and  a sister  of  Senator  D.  S.  Lee,  of  Strouds- 
burg. Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  four  children, 
the  others  being:  Josephine,  who  died  of  scarlet 
fever  when  five  years  old ; David,  who  died  in  child- 
hood : and  Miss  Ella  F.,  a resident  of  Stroudsburg. 

Doctor  Peck  was  born  January  9,  1847,  at  Bel- 
videre,  N.  J.,  and  after  receiving  a good  common- 
school  education  began  his  professional  studies  with 
Doctor  Lantz,  of  Stroudsburg.  Later  he  took  a 
course  in  a dental  college  in  Philadelphia,  and  on 
graduating  he  began  practicing,  meeting  with  grat- 
ifying success.  Since  1872  he  has  been  in  practice 
in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  has  an  excellent  patronage. 
He  is  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  town,  and  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion. Politically  he  is  a Prohibitionist,  and  socially 
he  is  identified  with  various  organizations,  including 
the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
•He  and  his  family  are  connected  with  the  M.  E. 
Church  at  Stroudsburg,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
local  preacher  for  fifteen  years,  and  even  longer  as 
class-leader.  In  1879  the  Doctor  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hinsdale  Burr,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and 
they  have  two  children : Anna  V.,  who  graduated 
from  the  public  schools  of  Stroudsburg  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  with  high  standing,  is  now  (Jan.,  1900) 
a student  of  dentistry  in  the  Pennsylvania  College 
of  Dentistry,  Philadelphia;  Jesse  Lee  is  now  a stu- 
dent in  the  Bordentown  (N.  J.)  Military  Institute. 

CAPT.  W.  R.  BENNETT,  a military  veteran, 
and  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Strouds- 
burg, Monroe  county,  has  won  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion in  financial  circles  for  sound  judgment,  of 
which  he  has  given  abundant  evidence  in  the  course 
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of  his  career.  His  persistent  steady  pursuit  of  his 
chosen  line  of  business  has  brought  him  substan- 
tial success,  and  his  example  will  afford  a helpful 
suggestion  to  any  ambitious  youth. 

Our  subject  derives  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character  from  sturdy  Welsh  ancestry  in  both  pa- 
ternal and  maternal  lines.  His  father,  William 
Bennett,  was  born  in  1808,  in  Charlestown,  Mass., 
son  of  Stephen  Bennett,  a native  of  Wales,  and  in 
his  early  days  followed  farming  as  an  occupation, 
but  later  became  an  official  in  the  State  prison  at 
Charlestown.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
was  orthodox  in  religious  faith.  He  died  at  Wo- 
burn, Mass.,  in  i860.  His  wife,  Susan  (Russell), 
who  was  born  in  1809  and  died  in  April,  1878,  was 
a daughter  of  Col.  Bill  Russell,  a successful  busi- 
ness man  of  Woburn.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest 
of.  seven  children,  the  others  being:  Celina,  wife 

of  Otis  Cummings ; Augustus,  a resident  of  Cali- 
fornia ; Winthrop,  of  Woburn,  Mass. ; Granville, 
who  died  April  17,  1879,  formerly  superintendent  of 
our  subject’s  tannery  at  Stroudsburg;  Isabella,  wife 
of  George  Merrill ; and  Walter,  a resident  of  Read- 
ing, Massachusetts. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  30,  1830,  at 
\\  oburn,  Mass.,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  place.  His  business  abil- 
ity was  manifested  at  an  early  age,  and  before  he 
attained  his  majority  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  leather,  owning  a tannery  at  Woburn.  In  1873 
he  was  in  the  leather  business  in  Philadelphia,  and 
about  that  time  bought  his  present  tannery  at 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  has  built  up  a large  trade. 
He  carries  on  all  branches  of  the  business  from  tan- 
ning to  finishing,  giving  employment  to  fifty-two 
men  regularly,  and  he  has  customers  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  maintaining  agencies  in  Liverpool  and 
London,  England,  and  in  California.  His  military 
service  began  in  August,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  22nd  Mass.  \ . I.  Later  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  term  he  re-enlisted,  with  the  rank 
of  captain,  and  in  all  he  served  three  and  a half 
years,  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
At  one  time  he  was  captured,  and  spent  twenty- 
four  hours  in  Libby  Prison,  entering  on  Friday  and 
leaving  on  Saturday  morning,  when  he  was  sent 
back  to  the  Union  lines  for  exchange.  He  belongs 
to  Wadsworth  Post  No.  150,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Strouds- 
burg, and  in  politics  is  a stanch  Republican. 

In  i860  the  Captain  married  Miss  Caroline 
Flint,  a native  of  Lexington,  Mass.  They  have  no 
children. 

SAMUEL  B.  BRYANT,  a highly-esteemed 
resident  of  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  has  been  for 
many  years  a trusted  employee  on  the  Gravity  rail- 
road, and  his  able  and  efficient  work  in  the  responsi- 
ble position  of  engineer  has  won  for  him  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public  as  well  as  that  of  the  company. 

Like  many  successful  citizens,  Mr.  Bryant  is  of 


English  birth.  His  family  has  resided  for  many 
generations  in  Cornwall,  England,  and  his  grand- 
father, Thomas  Bryant,  followed  farming  there 
throughout  his  life.  The  late  Richard  R.  Bryant, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Cornwall,  and  was 
married  there  to  Miss  Margaret  Heaiyalso  a native 
of  that  district.  In  1850  they  came  to  America  with 
four  children,  and  located  at  Bethany,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, upon  a farm.  They  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  were  much  respected  for 
their  sterling  qualities  of  character,  Mr.  Bryant  being 
frequently  chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  town- 
ship offices,  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  Their  last 
years  were  spent  in  their  pleasant  home  in  Texas 
township,  W ayne  county.  Mrs.  Bryant,  who  was 
noted  for  her  cheerful  temperament  and  sweet  dis- 
position, passed  to  the  unseen  life  April  26,  1888, 
agd  sixty-seven  years,  three  months  and  twenty- 
seven  days,  and  her  husband  died  July  15,  1895,  in 
his  seventy-ninth  year,  botn  succumbing  to  the 
same  disease,  apoplexy.  Their  remains  now  rest 
in  Riverside  cemetery,  at  Honesdale.  They  had 
the  following  children : Walter,  who  died  in  Iowa, 
December  27,  1884,  aged  forty-two  years,  one  month, 
eighteen  days,  leaving  a wife  Hattie  (Egleston), 
a daughter  and  three  sons  (they  also  buried  three 
sons)  ; Rhoda,  who  married  Joseph  Adams,  and 
after  his  decease  wedded  Amos  Grimstone,  a stone 
cutter  at  Bethany;  Samuel  B.,  our  subject;  Luther 
J.,  a railway  fireman,  residing  at  Waymart ; Chester, 
a resident  of  Waymart,  also  employed  on  the  rail- 
way ; Emma,  wife  of  William  Belknap,  of  Promp- 
ton ; Edgar,  a resident  of  Canaan  township,  who 
works  at  our  subject’s  engine,  as  fireman ; and  Caro- 
line, Earl  and  Calvin,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  7,  1848,  in 
Cornwall,  England,  and  coming  to  Wayne  county 
in  childhood,  his  education  and  training  for  life’s 
battles  were  obtained  there.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  much  of  his  time 
being  devoted  to  work  on  the  farm,  and  on  leaving 
the  parental  roof  he  found  employment  with  the 
Gravity  Railroad  Co.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  a 
fireman,  but  since  that  time  for  seventeen  years  he 
has  been  continuously  in  service  as  an  engineer,  a 
fact  which  is  of  itself  a certificate  of  reliability. 
Possessing  agreeable  manners,  Mr.  Bryant  has  the 
faculty  of  making  many  friends.  He  is  prominent  in 
local  affairs,  and  in  the  Prohibition  organization, 
and  has  held  various  offices,  including  those  of  school 
dirctor,  township  treasurer,  and  county  poormaster. 
In  religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist,  and  he  and  his 
talented  wife  are  both  workers  in  the  Church  at 
Waymart.  They  have  an  attractive  residence,  and 
everything  bespeaks  the  comforts  of  a typical  Ameri- 
can home. 

On  November  13,  1870,  Mr.  Bryant  was  mar- 
ried at  Wavmart,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Race,  to  Miss  J. 
Dora  Bates,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Bates,  a well- 
known  resident  of  Dyberry,  Wayne  county.  One 
son  has  blessed  this  union,  F.  Otis,  now  a success- 
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ful  physician  at  Chester,  Penn.  He  was  carefully 
educated  in  his  youth,  graduated  from  the  Waymart 
Normal  School  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  from  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Millersville,  Penn.,  at  the 
age  of  twenty.  He  then  entered  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
prepare  for  his  professional  work,  and  in  July,  1896, 
received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  The  following  year  he 
spent  as  resident  physician  of  the  hospital  at  Ches- 
ter, and  at  the  end  of  that  time  was  honored  with 
a hospital  diploma,  the  hrst  ever  granted  to  a resi- 
dent physician  at  that  institution.  At  the  age  of 
of  twenty-seven  years,  in  1898,  he  was  elected 
to  a position  on  the  medical  staff  of  said 
Chester  Hospital,  which  he  tilled  with  dignity  and 
credit,  both  to  himself  and  his  parents,  being  the 
youngest  physician  ever  elected  to  said  Hospital 
Staff,  and  the  following  year  was  re-elected,  this 
time  to  the  more  trying  positon  of  Hospital  Surgeon, 
which  position  he  still  holds  at  the  time  of  this 
writing.  He  is  a member  of  the  Third  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Chester,  and,  like  his  parents,  is  actively 
interested  in  all  movements  which  tend  to  promote 
the  public  welfare. 

Mrs.  Bryant  was  born  April  16,  1848,  in  Dy- 
berry  township,  Wayne  county,  and  is  of  excellent 
ancestry.  John  Bates  came  from  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, in  1831,  and,  with  his  brother  William,  and 
Joseph  May,  purchased  from  Hon.  Pope  Bushnell 
a large  tract  of  land  in  Dyberry  township,  where 
he  cleared  a fine  farm  which  he  cultivated  with 
marked  success,  acquiring  a handsome  competence. 
He  was  an  honest  and  conscientious  citizen,  highly 
respected  in  his  community,  and  for  many  years 
was  a leading  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  near 
his  home.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he 
never  sought  distinction  in  public  life.  He  died 
June  11,  1887,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years 
and  eleven  months.  His  wife,  Emily  (Swingle), 
a native  of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
died  at  Dyberry  three  years  later,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-six, their  remains  being  interred  at  Bethany. 
Mrs.  Bates  was  a daughter  of  Jacob  Swingle,  a 
prominent  resident  of  South  Canaan  township,  and 
a descendant  of  that  noted  pioneer,  Hans  Ulrich 
Swingle,  of  Switzerland.  To  John  and  Emily 
Bates  ten  children  were  born,  as  follows : Miss 

Elizabeth,  who  resides  at  the  old  homestead  in  Dy- 
berry township ; Sarah,  wife  of  Peter  Randall,  a 
retired  lumberman  of  Hancock,  N.  Y. ; Robert,  a 
farmer  in  Wayne  county;  Jacob  J.,  who  operates  a 
farm  and  gristmill  at  Dyberry  village;  John  M.,  a 
physician,  now  deceased,  who  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  J.  Dora,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Lou- 
ise, who  married  Richard  Randall,  a farmer  and 
lumberman  of  Wayne  county;  George  and  Spen- 
cer, deceased ; and  Eugene,  who  conducts  the  old 
homestead. 

Dr.  John  M.  Bates  was  a physician  of  marked 
ability,  and  although  he  had  not  been  engaged  in 
piofessional  work  many  years  before  his  death  he 


had  already  acquired  an  enviable  reputation.  He 
began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Strong, 
oAdonesdale,  and  after  graduating  from  Bellevue 
Medical  College,  in  New  York,  he  located  in  South 
Canaan,  where  he  established  himself  in  practice. 
Later  he  removed  to  Waymart,  and  in  1878  he  went 
to  Wauseon,  Ohio,  where  a bright  future  seemed 
to  await  him.  He  entered  upon  his  work  there 
with  characteristic  zeal,  winning  success  from  the 
start,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  president 
of  the  Medical  Association  of  Fulton  County,  Ohio. 
His  untimely  demise  may  be  justly  attributed  to  his 
disregard  of  his  own  health  in  his  care  for  that  of 
others.  He  was  treating  a case  of  typhoid  fever 
about  nine  miles  from  Wauseon,  and  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  he  was  feeling  ill  at  the  time  he  visited  his 
patient,  returning  home  in  a cold  rainstorm.  A 
violent  cold  aggravated  his  symptoms,  and  being 
finally  taken  with  pneumonia  he  died  four  days  later, 
on  April  28,  1882.  At  his  request,  his  remains 
were  brought  back  to  his  home  for  interment,  and 
the  services  which  consigned  “dust  to  dust’’  were 
attended  by  a large  assembly  of  his  early  friends. 
Ceremonies  were  also  held  at  Wauseon,  a numerous 
company  following  his  remains  to  the  train  which 
was  to  bear  him  to  the  East,  and  nothing  was  left 
undone  which  could  show  the  appreciation  of  the 
citizens  to  a kind-hearted,  able  physician  and  man  of 
honor.  His  brother  physicians  who  acted  as  pall- 
bearers expressed  heartfelt  grief  that  a life  of  such 
promise  should  be  cut  short,  and  that  the  profession 
should  lose  one  who  had  seemed  destined  to  win  a 
place  in  'the  highest  ranks.  Dr.  Bates  was  married, 
August  11,  1869,  and  two  children,  Elliott  F.  and 
Howard,  survive  him. 

FRANCIS  X.  JARDON.  The  “Jardon 
House,”  at  Milford,  Pike  county,  is  justly  cele- 
brated for  its  cuisine,  and  the  most  critical  tour- 
ist, visiting  that  picturesque  region,  will  find  every 
delicacy  furnished  in  first-class  metropolitan  hotels. 
Iji  selecting  this  favored  spot  for  his  enterprise  Mr 
Jardon  has  shown  rare  judgment,  as  the  house, 
which  stands  on  a bluff  overlooking  the  Delaware 
river,  commands  a charming  view  across  the  Jer- 
sey flats  to  the  Blue  Mountains.  Within,  the  guest 
enjoys  the  refined  comforts  of  a well-appointed, 
well-managed  home,  while  outdoors  there  awaits 
him  at  his  pleasure  a delightful  round  of  recrea- 
tions. The  water  supply  is  excellent,  no  organic 
matter  being-  revealed  by  chemical  analysis,  and 
physicians  of  high  standing  often  recommend  a 
sojourn  at  the  place  to  their  patients.  During  the 
summer  the  house  is  filled  with  appreciative  guests, 
and  at  all  times  of  the  year  it  is  a favorite  halting- 
place  for  coasting  and  cycling  parties. 

Mr.  Jardon  was  born  October  23,  1854,  in  the 
village  of  Chalon  Villard,  department  of  Haute- 
Saone,  France,  son  of  Francis  and  Adele  (Mongin) 
Jardon,  natives  of  France.  The  mother  died  in 
1862,  aged  forty-eight  years,  and  in  1866.  the  father 
came  to  America,  locating  first  in  New  York  City, 
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where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  clock 
springs.  In  18(39  he  removed  to  Milford,  to  join 
his  spn  Ignaz  in  conducting  a meat  market,  but  a 
few  years  later  he  returned  to  New  York  to  spend 
his  last  days,  his  death  occurring  there  in  1881, 
when  he  was  aged  seventy-two.  Our  subject  is  the 
youngest  of  three  sons,  the  others,  Hubert  and 
Ignaz,  being  now  employed  as  chefs  in  New  York 
City. 

During  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Jar- 
don  remained  in  his  native  village,  his  education 
being  obtained  in  the  local  schools.  He  was  then 
employed  in  the  kitchen  of  the  "Cannon  D'  Orr,” 
a small  hotel  at  Belfort,  France,  and  during  his  two 
years  of  service  there  laid  the  foundation  for  his 
future  fame  as  a chef.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  York, 
where  he  soon  secured  a position  as  an  assistant  to 
the  famous  chef,  Louis  Ragot,  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  cuisine  at  Delmonico’s  for  thirty-five  years. 
Mr.  Jardon's  abilities  were  soon  recognized,  and 
although  but  a boy  in  years  his  loyal  and  con- 
scientious application  to  his  duties,  and  his  quiet, 
unassuming  manner,  made  him  a valued  employe. 
He  remained  with  Delmonico  seven  years,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  went  to  Glen  Summit,  Penn., 
to  take  a position  as  chef  in  the  "Glen  Summit  Ho- 
tel,” where  he  remained  three  years.  He  then 
took  charge  of  the  kitchen  at  the  “Frontenac,”  in 
the  Thousand  Islands,  and  later  he  spent  one  year 
at  the  "Wyoming  Valley  Hotel,”  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.,  and  one  year  at  the  "Wyoming  Hotel.” 
Scranton,  Penn.  For  the  next  two  years  he  was 
chef  of  the  "Pequot  House,"  New  London,  Conn., 
and  in  1886  he  was  selected  from  a host  of  applicants 
for  the  post  of  chef  at  the  famous  “Princess  Anne 
Hotel,”  at  Virginia  Beach,  Va.  There  he  remained 
nine  years,  notwithstanding  changes  in  the  manage- 
ment, and  by  his  efforts  not  only  won  an  enviable 
name  for  himself,  but  did  more  than  any  other  chef 
to  establish  the  reputation  of  the  hotel  for  excellence 
of  cuisine.  In  1886  he  started  his  present  hotel, 
meeting  with  gratifying  success  from  the  beginning. 

Mr.  Jardon's  genial  and  gentlemanly  manners 
add  much  to  his  popularity,  admirable  character- 
istics with  which  even  the  casual  acquaintance  can- 
not fail  to  be  impressed,  while  in  his  chosen  line  of 
work  he  shows  the  earnestness  and  zeal  of  the  true 
artist.  Mr.  Jardon  has  enlarged  his  propertv  at  least 
one-half  since  he  purchased  it  in  1886,  his  hotel  at 
present  having  accommodation  for  seventy-five 
guests,  and  he  is  preparing  to  make  further  im- 
provements and  additions  this  year,  intending  to 
build  ten  new  rooms.  A fine  lawn,  comprising 
about  ten  acres,  surrounds  the  house.  Mr.  Jardon 
closes  his  place  in  the  winter  season,  going  south  in 
his  old  capacity  of  chef  at  the  "Princess  Anne 
Hotel.” 

FREDERICK  R.  HOLBERT,  a popular  mer- 
chant and  lumberman  of  Equinunk,  is  a worthy 

representative  of  a family  which  has  long  been 
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prominently  identified  with  the  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial interests  of  Wayne  county.  It  is  true  that 
he  became  interested  in  a business  already  estab- 
lished, but  in  controlling  and  enlarging  such  enter- 
prises many  a man  of  even  considerable  resolute 
purpose,  courage  and  industry  would  have  failed ; 
and  he  has  demonstrated  the  truth  of  the  saying 
that  success  is  not  the  result  of  genius,  but  the  out- 
come of  clear  judgment  and  experience. 

Mr.  Holbert  was  born  in  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county,  March  13,  1858,  and  is  the  second 
youngest  son  of  William  and  Emma  (Pool)  Holbert, 
in  whose  family  were  seven  children : (1)  Joseph, 
a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  married  Maria 
Sherwood,  of  Equinunk,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Edith.  (2)  William  P.,  born  in  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  married  Eva  Dillon,  of  Equinunk,  and  also 
lives  in  Binghamton.  (3)  Emma,  born  in  Pike 
county,  is  the  wife  of  John  Cole,  of  Damascus, 
Y\  ayne  county,  and  has  three  children  : Effa,  Emma 
and  Nora.  (4)  Frank.  (5)  and  (6)  Nora  and 
Horton,  twins,  born  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
county ; the  former  is  the  wife  of  Ephraim  Kimble, 
of  Kimble,  Pike  county,  and  has  one  son,  Horton, 
and  also  an  adopted  daughter,  Gertrude;  the  latter 
died  when  young. 

William  Holbert  (the  father  of  our  subject) 
was  born,  reared  and  married  in  Pike  county,  where 
his  parents,  Joseph  and  Sabra  Holbert,  had  located 
in  pioneer  days.  He  continued  to  make  that  county 
his  home  for  some  time  after  his  marriage,'  and 
then  came  to  Equinunk,  where  for  about  twenty 
years  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  merchandising 
and  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  building  a number 
of  sawmills  which  he  successfully  operated,  and  be- 
coming one  of  the  leading  lumbermen  on  the  Del- 
aware river.  He  was  also  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens  of  his  community,  and 
for  three  years  acceptably  served  as  county  com- 
missioner of  Wayne  county,  during  which  time  he 
supported  many  measures  resulting  in  great  good 
to  the  county.  In  1889  he  returned  to  Pike  county, 
and  near  his  old  home  died  the  same  year.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
in  1861. 

Frederick  R.  Holbert  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Equinunk,  and  later  pursued 
a commercal  course  at  Monticello,  N.  Y.  Having 
thus  obtained  a good  practical  business  education, 
he  entered  his  father’s  store  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper, 
and  after  serving  in  that  capacity  for  a number  of 
3-ears,  he  purchased  the  establishment,  which  he  has 
since  carried  on  with  good  success.  He  has  also 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  owning  a 
large  tract  of  timber  land  on  the  Delaware  river, 
and  this  line  of  business  has  proved  very  profitable. 

In  1878  Mr.  Holbert  married  Miss  Minnie 
Sheldon,  of  Equinunk,  who  is  a native  of  Jersey 
City,  and  a daughter  of  Hoyt  and  Catherine  Shel- 
don, prominent  people  of  that  place.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  now  have  six  children,  namely:  Leon, 
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who  was  born  in  Equinunk,  in  1879,  and  is  attend- 
ing Lowell  College,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and 
Edgar,  Willard,  Cora,  Harvey  and  Ina,  who  are 
pursuing  their  studies  in  the  local  schools.  Mr. 
Holbert  was  reared  in  the  Baptist  faith,  his  par- 
ents both  being  members  of  that  Church.  He  is  a 
prominent  Mason,  having  taken  the  thirty-second 
degree,  and  belonging  to  Hancock  Lodge  No.  552, 
F.  & A.  M. ; Shehanken  Chapter  No.  258,  R.  A. 
M. ; Malta  Commandery  No.  21,  K.  T.,  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; and  Binghamton  Consistory.  His  polit- 
ical support  is  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Prohibition  party,  and  his  aid  is  never  withheld  from 
any  object  which  lie  believes  calculated  to  advance 
the  welfare  of  his  fellow  men,  or  to  promote  public 
prosperity. 

DANIEL  LA  BARR.  Honored  and  respected 
by  all,  there  is  no  man  in  Wayne  county  who  occu- 
pies a more  enviable  position  than  Mr.  La  Barr 
in  business  circles,  not  alone  on  account  of  the  bril- 
liant success  he  has  achieved,  but  also  on  account 
of  the  honorable,  straightforward  business  policy 
he  has  ever  followed.  He  is  now  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  citizens  of  Preston  township,  where  he 
carries  on  operations  as  a lumberman  and  farmer. 

Mr.  La  Barr  was  born  in  Waymart,  Wayne 
county,  December  12,  i860,  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Lord)  La  Barr,  the  former  born  in  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1816,  the  latter  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  in  1823.  The  paternal  grandparents,  John 
and  Rachel  La  Barr,  were  natives  of  Germany,  born 
in  1768  and  1778,  respectively.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  married  July  4,  1850,  and  began  their 
domestic  life  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
father  followed  lumbering  for  some  years.  Sub- 
sequently he  conducted  a hotel  in  Equinunk,  Wayne 
county,  for  ten  years,  and  then  removed  to  Way- 
mart.  A few  years  later  he  located  on  the  Dela- 
ware river,  where  he  engaged  in  lumbering  until 
about  a year  before  his  death,  when  he  removed  to 
Lake  Como,  dying  at  that  place  November  14,  1884. 
His  wife  survived  him  some  time,  her  death  occur- 
ring December  2,  1896.  In  their  family  were  six 
children,  namely:  (1)  Esther,  born  in  Delaware 

county,  N.  Y.,  May  25,  1831,  married  George 
Simpson,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  now  make  their 
home  in  Scranton,  Penn.  Their  children  were 
Smith  and  Johnnie,  who  are  still  living;  and  Lizzie, 
who  died  in  childhood.  (2)  Theodore,  born  in 
Equinunk,  April  29,  1853,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  (3)  Medora,  born  in  Waymart,  March 
23,  1855,  died  in  infancy.  (4)  J.  C.  Fremont,  born 
in  Waymart,  July  20,  1856,  was  educated  in  Hones- 
dale,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Philadelphia,  and  en- 
gaged in ' contracting  and  building  bridges.  (5) 
Rboda,  born  in  Waymart,  January  8,  1859,  is  the 
wife  of  Eveal  Moore,  a carpenter  and  builder,  qf 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  Daniel  La  Barr 
commenced  lumbering  on  the  Delaware  river  with 


his  father,  and  four  years  later  purchased  his  first 
tract  of  timberland.  In  September,  1886,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie  Ivellog,  of 
Preston,  Wayne  county,  and  for  the  first  seven 
years  of  their  married  life  they  resided  in  Bucking- 
ham township.  In  1893  they  built  a commodious 
residence  with  all  modern  improvements  upon  their 
present  farm  near  Winwood,  in  Preston  township. 
Besides  his  property  here  Mr.  La  Barr  still  con- 
tinues to  own  630  acres  of  land  in  Buckingham 
township,  of  which  sixty  are  under  cultivation,  mak- 
ing in  all  275  acres  of  cleared  and  improved  land. 
The  home  is  brightened  by  the  presence  of  five  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows  : 
Warrie  and  Jennie  (twins),  December  25,  1887; 
Blanche,  March  1,  1891  ; Esther,  October  12,  1894; 
and  Karl  Ivellog,  October  26,  1897. 

, Politically  Mr.  La  Barr  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party ; and  socially  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  No.  965, 
of  Lake  Como.  As  a business  man  he  possesses  un- 
tiring energy,  is  quick  of  perception,  forms  his  plans 
readily,  and  is  determined  in  their  execution ; and 
his  close  application  to  his  affairs  and  his  excellent 
management  have  brought  to  him  the  high  degree  of 
prosperity  which  to-day  is  his. 

JOHN  BAKER,  deceased.  “A  good  name  is 
rather  to  be  chosen  than  great  riches,”  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  brief  biography  has  left  to  his  children  a 
priceless  heritage  in  the  memory  of  a well-spent  life, 
filled  with  useful  endeavor  and  brightened  by  a 
Christian’s  hope.  Coming  to  Wayne  county  in  mid- 
dle life,  Mr.  Baker  soon  became  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  community,  and  for  many  years 
he  was  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  South  Canaan  township. 

Mr.  Baker  was  born  January  29,  1805,  in 
Ilessen-Cassel,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in 
1835,  locating  first  in  New  York  City.  While 
there  he  met  Miss  Ann  C.  Snyder,  who  was  born 
in  Darmstadt,  May  1,  1815,  and  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic in  1835  with  "her  parents,  Abel  and  Margaret 
Snyder,  who  resided  for  a time  in  New  York  City, 
but  later  settled  upon  a farm  near  Stamford,  Conn. 
On  December  4,  1836,  Mr.  Baker  and  Miss  Snyder 
were  united  in  marriage,  and  in  the  following  year 
they  removed  from  the  metropolis  to  Stamford, 
Conn.  In  1848  they  settled  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  purchasing  a farm  on  the 
north  and  south  turnpike.  In  1851  they  went  to 
Carbondale  to  reside,  but  only  remained  two  years, 
returning  in  1853  to  South  Canaan  township,  two 
miles  east  of  their  former  home,  where  their  re- 
maining years  were  spent.  Mr.  Baker  was  a boot 
and  shoe  maker,  and  he  carried  on  this  business,  in 
addition  to  the  management  of  his  farm,  until  a few 
years  before  his  death,  on  December  4,  1891,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six  years,  ten  months  and  five  days. 
His  sound  judgment  and  well-known  integrity 
I gained  for  him  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
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at  times  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  township  offices, 
in  which  he  showed  marked  faithfulness  and  fidelity. 
Socially  he  was  popular,  and  for  many  years  he 
was  an  active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being  a 
charter  member  of  the  lodge  at  South  Canaan.  He 
and  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  May  17,  1886, 
were  devout  and  consistent  members  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  their  daily  lives  exemplifying  their 
faith.  Their  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  fam- 
ily lot  in  East  cemetery. 

A numerous  family  was  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife,  and  the  honorable  position  held  by 
the  survivors  among  these  children  is  in  itself  an 
evidence  of  the  worth  of  the  parents.  ( 1 ) Abel, 
born  August  31,  1837,  is  a farmer  in  South  Ca- 
naan township.  In  1866  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Enslin,  and  their  children  are  Charles, 
George  and  Anna.  (2)  Lewis,  born  February  8, 
1839,  died  June  16,  1875.  (3)  Anna  E.,  born  De- 

cember 7,  1840,  married  Henry  Shaffer,  a farmer 
in  South  Canaan  township.  (4)  Miss  Mary  C., 
born  March  11,  1843,  ’s  a lady  of  fine  business 
talent,  and  Is  at  present  engaged  in  dressmaking  at 
Carbondale,  Penn.  (5)  John  H.,  born  July  9, 
1845,  died  January  2,  1846.  (6)  Henry  Baker, 

born  November  29,  1846,  resides  at  the  homestead, 
and  is  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of  that 
neighborhood.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  he  went  to 
Stamford,  Conn.,  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Phcenix 
Carriage  Company,  with  which  he  remained  for 
five  years,  becoming  familiar  with  all  branches  of 
the  carriage  maker’s  trade.  In  1869  he  made  a visit 
to  his  old  home,  but  later  he  returned  to  Stamford, 
working  at  his  trade  there  until  1881,  when  he 
made  his  home  at  the  old  farm,  and  is  much  es- 
teemed in  the  community.  Politically  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party.  (7)  Miss  Emily, 
born  June  7,  1849,  resides  at  the  homestead.  (8) 
John,  born  March  30,  1851,  is  a blacksmith  at  Dover, 
N.  J.  In  1875  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
Seegar,  and  their  children  are:  Edna,  Emma,  Jo- 

seph. Nettie,  Eva  and  John.  (9)  George,  born 
April  13,  1853,  is  a butcher  at  Carbondale.  He 
was  married,  in  1881,  to  Miss  Margaret  Tierney, 
and  their  children  are  George,  Alice,  Leo,  Anna 
and  Henry.  (10)  Miss  Sarah  H.,  born  October 
27,  1855,  possesses  unusual  mental  ability  and  force 
of  character,  and  is  now  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching  in  South  Canaan  township.  ( 1 1 ) Will- 
iam W.,  born  August  6,  1858,  is  a teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Honesdale,  where  he  has  been  engaged  six 
years,  his  long  service  being  the  best  evidence  of 
his  worth.  He  was  married,  in  1882,  to  Miss  Ida 
Correll,  and  they  have  an  only  daughter,  Dora,  who 
will  soon  graduate  from  the  Honesdale  school.  (12) 
Edward,  born  December  9,  i860,  resides  at  the 
homestead  and  assists  in  keeping  it  in  its  present 
high  state  of  cultivation.  The  estate  contains  about 
seventy-five  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  as  it  is 
managed  in  a thoroughly  scientific  manner  it  is  one 


of  the  model  farms  of  the  township.  The  family  is 
prominent  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  vicinity, 
its  members  being  both  talented  and  cultured. 

MYRON  M.  MOON,  proprietor  of  Moon’s 
Mills,  in  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, is  an  able  and  successful  business  man  and  as  a 
progressive  citizen  he  takes  an  influential  part  in 
local  affairs,  being  now  in  his  fifth  term  of  service 
as  township  treasurer. 

Mr.  Moon  is  of  New  England  ancestry  in  the 
paternal  line,  his  grandfather,  Asa  Moon,  and  his 
wife,  who  was  a Miss  Salisbury,  having  both  been 
natives  of  Vermont.  They  came  to  this  section  in 
pioneer  times,  and  resided  for  many  years  in  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  but  later  they  re- 
moved to  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.  The  grandfather, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  also  conducted  a sawmill 
and  gristmill.  Of  his  sons,  Daniel  A.  was  our  sub- 
ject’s father;  Asa  is  deceased;  and  William  resides 
in  Michigan.  There  was  also  a son  by  a second 
marriage,  named  Oscar,  now  a railway  engineer 
residing  in  Wisconsin. 

Daniel  A.  Moon,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
near  Rutland,  Vt.,  and  came  to  Pennsylvania  with 
his  parents  when  only  eight  years  old.  As  a boy 
he  learned  the  miller’s  trade,  and  for  two  years  was 
engaged  in  that  business  at  Providence,  Penn.,  near 
Scranton.  In  1858  he  removed  to  Lenoxville,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  remained  three  years, 
and  for  fifteen  years  he  resided  at  L'niondale,  where 
he  bought  property,  and  also  built  a mill  in  partner- 
ship with  George  Arnold.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  located  at  our  subject’s  present  homestead.  A 
year  and  a half  later  he  went  to  Montrose  to  reside 
for  two  years,  but  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent  at  the  homestead.  He  followed  the  miller’s 
trade  throughout  his  life,  and  in  1878  he  purchased 
our  subject’s  present  mill  from  F.  Whipple,  the 
business  being  continued  b v him  until  his  health 
failed.  He  died  October  18,  1895,  aged  sixty-six 
vears,  and  was  buried  at  New  Milford.  In  1849 
he  was  married  at  Alt.  Pleasant,  Penn.,  to  Miss 
Jane  T.  Rogers,  who  survives  him  and  resides  in  the 
homestead  adjoining  the  mill  property,  where  they 
lived  for  a time,  afterward  settling  in  that  locality. 
They  had  two  sons,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
younger.  Charles  T.,  born  July  12,  1850,  went  to 
South  America  in  1889  and  has  never  since  been 
heard  from. 

Mrs.  Jane  T.  (Rogers)  Moon  was  born  June 
20,  1828,  at  Alt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Ruby  (Mumford)  Rogers.  Her 
father,  who  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  was  a mer- 
chant and  shoemaker  by  occupation.  He  died  in 
1842,  aged  thirty-four  years,  and  was  buried  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  his  wife  died  September  23, 
1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  her  remains  being 
interred  in  Mumford  cemetery,  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Wayne  county.  They  had  the  following  children : 
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Ruby  R.,  who  married  John  Tabor  Rood,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  who  is  now  deceased,  and 
she  lives  with  her  son  in  Chicago;  Mary  E.,  de- 
ceased, who  married  George  Cooper;  Esther  A., 
widow  of  Ezra  R.  Brown,  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  jane 
T.,  our  subject’s  mother;  Thomas  S.,  deceased,  who 
settled  in  Arkansas,  and  Charles  H.,  a resident  of 
Carbondale. 

Myron  M.  Moon  was  born  March  15,  i860,  at 
Uniondale,  Susquehanna  county,  and  during  boy- 
hood became  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  a mil- 
ler's work.  At  twenty-two  he  was  taken  into  part- 
nership with  his  father,  and  after  one  year  he  went 
into  business  with  his  father-in-law,  Lewis  W.  Ten- 
nant, with  whom  he  continued  three  years.  He 
then  operated  a mill  at  Glen  Wood,  Susquehanna 
county,  for  four  years,  but  has  since  conducted  his 
present  mill,  which  he  purchased  from  his  father- 
in-law.  Politically  he  was  a strong  Republican, 
and  he  and  his  family  are  prominent  in  the  work 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  New  Milford.  In 
March,  1882,  he  was  married,  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, to  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Tennant,  a native  of  that 
locality,  and  a daughter  of  Lewis  W.  and  Sarah 
A.  (Watson)  Tennant.  One  son,  Roy  R.,  and  one 
daughter,  Mildred  M.,  brighten  our  subject’s  home. 

1 LIEODORE  CU\  LER  DAVIS,  a respected 
resident  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, where  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairy- 
ing, was  born  May  4,-  1854,  in  that  township,  son 
of  Rudolphus  S.  and  Rebecca  (Bunnell)  Davis,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a prominent  citizen  of  the 
neighborhood  in  his  day. 

Rudolphus  S.  Davis  was  born  January  1,  1819, 
in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  son  of  Isaac  and  grandson  of  John  Davis, 
who  was  born  in  Wales  some  150  vears  ago  and 
came  to  America  in  an  early  day,  and  married  Sallie 
Bebee. 

Isaac  Davis  was  born  in  1777  in  New  London 
county,  Conn.  He  married  Mary  Schoonover,  who 
was  born  April  16,  1792,  daughter  of  Rudolphus 
Schoonover,  a native  of  Holland,  and  of  their  family 
all  are  now  deceased.  Dorothy  was  twice  married, 
first  to  a Mr.  Smith  and  second  to  James  Pratt,  of 
Monroe  county ; Cecelia  became  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Ellis,  who  went  West;  John;  Rudolphus  Schoon- 
over was  the  father  of  our  subject;  Hannah  mar- 
1 ied  Samuel  \ an  Gorden,  of  Auburn  township ; 
Charles  R.  and  Daniel  are  the  next  mentioned ; and 
Clark  E.  was  a resident  of  Auburn  township.  Isaac 
Davis  made  his  home  in  Middle  Smithfield,  Monroe 
Co.,  Penn.,  near  Bushkill,  for  some  years,  in  1834 
locating  in  Wyoming  county,  and  thence  in  1836 
coming  to  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
Here  he  took  up  sixty-six  acres  of  wild  land  (only 
half  an  acre  of  which  had  been  cleared),  which  has 
ever  since  been  owned  by  the  family,  and  the  greater 
part  of  which  he  put  under  cultivation.  He  died  in 
1849,  while  visiting  in  Philadelphia,  his  wife  sur- 
viving until  November  11,  1879. 


Rudolphus  S.  Davis  was  reared  to  farming, 
which  he  followed  principally  throughout  life,  in- 
heriting the  homestead  in  Auburn  township.  He 
was  an  intelligent  and  upright  man,  and  enjoyed 
to  an  unusual  extent  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors 
and  friends,  and  he  attended  to  considerable  law 
work,  also  holding  various  township  offices  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all.  He  was  a school  director,  su- 
pervisor and  auditor,  and  as  a stanch  Republican 
represented  that  party  at  various  public  gatherings, 
receiving  many  honors  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  who  respected  and  esteemed  him  highly. 
In  June,  1848,  in  Meshoppen  township,  Wyoming 
county,  Mr.  Davis  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca 
Bunnell,  who  was  born  May  23,  1822,  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Annie  (Overfield)  Bunnell,  and  they  had 
a family  of  six  children,  viz. ; Annie  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years ; Orra,  unmarried,  lives  at  the  old 
home;  Theodore  C.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Bertha,  unmarried,  lives  at  the  homestead ; one  died 
in  infancy;  and  Henry  Winter  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years. 

Theodore  C.  Davis  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
township  of  his  birth,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  from  early  boyhood  was  trained 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account,  renting 
land  until  in  1894  he  purchased  the  farm  of  fifty 
acres  in  Auburn  which  he  has  since  occupied.  It 
was  nearly  all  improved  when  it  came  into  his  pos- 
session, and  he  has  continued  to  change  as  the  de- 
mands of  his  work  suggest  and  Ins  means  al- 
low, until  the  property  is  fast  becoming  one  of  the 
neatest  and  best  cultivated  places  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. In  addition  Mr.  Davis  rents  seventy  acres 
belonging  to  his  mother  and  cultivates  same,  by 
energetic  industry  and  systematic  management 
gaining  a comfortable  competence  from  his  agri- 
cultural interests.  He  has  engaged  to  some  extent 
in  sheep  raising  and  dairying,  at  present  keeping  ten 
cows,  all  young  stock.  He  is  a member  of  the  Five 
States  Milk  Association. 

On  September  29,  1876,  Mr.  Davis  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Melissa  Shoemaker,  who  was 
born  May  6,  1858,  daughter  of  Bronson  H.  and 
Sarah  (Kirkhuff)  Shoemaker,  of  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  they  settled  soon  after 
marriage.  Mr.  Shoemaker  is  a native  of  Corning, 
N.  Y.,  born  July  2,  1836,  and  his  wife  was  born 
March  31,  1837,  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Davis  have  had  four  children,  all  yet  living 
at  home,  namely;  Frank  Rudolphus,  born  April 
29,  1877,  who1  assists  his  father  on  the  farm;  Nina, 
born  December  17,  1878;  William  B.,  born  October 
20,  1880;  and  Orie  Margaret,  born  November  29, 
1895.  Socially  Mr.  Davis  holds  membership  with 
the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America.  His  political 
support  is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  though 
he  is  not  a politician  by  any  means  his  public-spir- 
ited interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  community  has 
caused  him  to  be  chosen  to  local  office,  and  he  has 
served  faithfully  as  supervisor,  one  year,  and  as 
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member  of  the  vigilance  committee.  He  is  a man 
of  strict  honesty  and  upright  principles,  and  has 
the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

HOWARD  PENTECOST  JOHNS,  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  and  successful  merchants  of 
Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county,  was  horn  near 
Prompton,  Wayne  county,  April  3,  1871,  the  Only 
child  of  James  and  Mary  Anna  (Pentecost)  Johns. 
James  Johns,  the  father,  was  born  in  South  Wales 
in  1838,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  emigrated  to 
America  with  his  brother,  Benjamin  Johns,  and  to- 
gether they  located  near  Honesdale,  Penn.  During 
the  Civil  war  James  Johns  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
67th  P.  V.  I.,  and  served  for  three  years.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Winchester,  Va.,  and  spent  three 
days  in  Libby  prison,  and  two  months  on  Belle 
Island.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  sawmill  business  in  Pennsylvania  and  fol- 
lowed milling  until  recent  years,  when  he  retired 
from  active  life  and  now  resides  at  Honesdale. 
Himself  and  wife  have  been  devoted  and  influential 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Howard  P.  attended  the  public  schools  and  his 
education  was  supplemented  with  a course  at  Kings- 
ton Academy.  His  education  finished,  he  entered 
business  with  his  father  and  soon  acquired  knowl- 
edge and  proficiency  in  the  lumber  trade.  The  mer- 
cantile life  attracted  him  and  in  1892  he  opened  a 
store  at  Forest  City,  which  he  has  ever  since  con- 
ducted with  profit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  his 
numerous  customers.  Mr.  Johns  was  married  in 
1895  to  Miss  Josephine  Alexander,  of  Carbondale. 
They  have  two  children,  Maurice  and  Howard  Pen- 
tecost, Jr.  In  politics  Mr.  Johns  is  a Republican, 
and  has  been  elected  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  the 
borough  council.  He  attends  the  Methodist  Episco-  . 
pal  Church,  and  socially  is  affiliated  with  the  Car- 
bondale Lodge  No.  249,  F.  & A.  M. 

WILLIAM  JAMES  CRONK,  an  enterprising 
farmer  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  in  Rush  township,  March  15,  1871,  son  of 
Samuel  E.  and  Louanna  (Lrmg)  Cronk.  In  his 
youth  Mr.  Cronk  received  an  excellent  common- 
school  education,  and  he  attended  the  Pligh  School 
at  Montrose.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  taught  a 
term  of  school  in  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna, 
and  then  devoted  his  attention  to  farming.  He  was 
married  on  March  21,  1894,  at  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  to  Miss  May  McKeeby,  who  was  born  in  Jessup 
township,  August  31,  1872,  daughter  of  George  T. 
McKeeby,  a prominent  citizen  of  that  township. 
To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  two  children, 
Louanna  D.  and  George  L.  In  politics  Mr.  Cronk 
is  a Republican.  He  occupies  the  old  homestead 
and  is  a successful  young  farmer. 

C.  L.  BROWN,  one  of  the  leading  agricult- 
urists of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
was  born  in  Wyoming  county,  this  State,  February 
24,  1858,  and  is  descended  from  an  old  New  York 


family.  His  grandfather,  James  Brown,  was  a na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State,  and  there  married  Miss 
Kilmer,  a cousin  of  the  famous  Dr.  Kilmer,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  On  coming  to  Pennsylvania, 
the  grandfather  located  in  Scott  township,  Luzerne 
county,  where  he  followed  farming  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  His  children  were  James,  Jo- 
siah,  Gilbert ; Lewis,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Hen- 
ry; Eli ; George;  Frances,  wife  of  Samuel  Smith,  of 
Luzerne  county;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  James  Gid- 
clings,  of  Iowa;  Lydia,  wife  of  Alva  Johnson,  of 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; Diana,  wife  of  T.  J. 
Akerley,  of  the  same  county ; Lucinda,  wife  of  Oli- 
ver Johnson,  of  Lackawanna  county;  and  Phoebe 
A.,  wife  of  John  Akerley,  of  Lackawanna  county. 

Lewis  Brown,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  but  was  reared  in  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.,  now  Lackawanna  county.  In  Scott  township, 
that  county,  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Riker,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Lavinia  (Miller)  Riker. 
Later  they  removed  to  what  is  now  Pierceville,  Wy- 
oming county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
for  a few  years,  and  in  1863  came  to  Springville 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  purchased 
property  and  made  his  home  until  called  from  this 
life  September  30,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years  and  seven  days.  The  mother  is  still  a resi- 
dent of  that  township.  In  their  family  were  six 
children,  as  follows:  N.  S.,  who  lives  on  the  old 

homestead  in  Springville  township ; Sarah,  wife  of 
G.  D.  Palmeter,  of  the  same  township ; C.  L.,  our 
subject ; Carrie,  wife  of  J.  G.  Reynolds,  of  Wyoming 
county;  Edward  L.,  a farmer  of  Wyoming  county; 
and  A.  H.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Spring- 
ville township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  Springville  township,  and  was  given  the 
advantages  of  the  common  and  select  schools  of 
the  locality.  On  leaving  the  home  farm  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as 
an  agriculturist,  and  bought  fifty  acres  of  partially 
cleared  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added  twenty- 
eight  and  a half  acres.  With  the  exception  of  two 
and  a half  acres,  he  now  has  the  entire  tract  cleared, 
and  is  quite  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming, 
stock  raising  and  dairying.  He  has  upon  his  place 
eight  cows,  some  young  stock  and  a flock  of  sheep. 
In  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  he  has 
also  engaged  in  blacksmithing  and  carpentering 
to  some  extent,  having  acquired  an  excellent  knowl- 
edge of  both  trades  through  his  own  unaided  efforts 
and  mechanical  ability. 

In  1880,  Mr.  Brown  married  Miss  Jennie 
Green,  who  was  born  August  28,  1852,  and  is  the 
oldest  child  of  Rhodes  and  Eunice  E.  (Reynolds) 
Green,  the  others  being  Alice  A.,  now  the  widow  of 
Niles  Traves,  of  Springville  township;  Mary,  wife 
of  M.  N.  Seeley,  of  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Nelson,  a farmer  of  Franklin  Forks,  Sus- 
quehanna county;  Lottie,  a trained  nurse  of  New 
York  Gity ; and  Eliza,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Brown  is  a Re- 
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publican,  and  he  has  most  capably  served  as  supervi- 
sor of  his  township  for  three  years,  and  as  a member 
of  the  election  board.  He  attends  and  supports  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
member.  Socially  he  has  belonged  to  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows Lodge  No.  181,  of  Lynn,  for  twenty  years, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Daughters  of  Rebekah  No.  187,  of  Springville. 
They  are  widely  and  favorably  known  and  have 
a host  of  warm  friends  in  the  community  where 
they  make  their  home. 

GEORGE  D.  HINE,  a successful  agriculturist 
of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  owns 
and  operates  the  old  family  homestead  near  Gelatt, 
where  he  was  born  December  28,  1859.  The  place 
contains  106  acres,  and  his  wife  owns  an  adjoining 
farm  of  seventy  acres,  making  a valuable  estate. 

The  Hine  family  is  of  good  New  England 
stock,  and  Willis  and  Easter  (Perkins)  Hine,  our 
subject’s  grandparents,  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut. Alfred  Hine,  his  father,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  there  for  many  years,  being  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  locality.  He  died 
November  8,  1883,  aged  fifty-seven  years  and  nine 
months,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Re- 
becca Howell,  died  November  13,  1884,  aged  fifty- 
four  years,  one  month,  and  ten  days,  their  remains 
being  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Smiley  Hollow. 
Of  their  six  children,  Alvy,  the  eldest,  was  born  in 
1852 ; Mary  died  in  Gibson  township ; Oscar  is  a 
farmer  at  Burnwood,  Susquehanna  county ; Ar- 
vine  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Gibson  township  ; 
George  D.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; and  Etta  is 
the  wife  of  Delos  Stone,  of  Thompson,  Susque- 
hanna county.  The  Howell  family,  of  which  our 
subject’s  mother  was  a member,  has  been  prominent- 
ly identified  with  Gibson  township,  and  her  par- 
ents, Israel  and  Olive  (Madison)  Howell,  wer-e 
highly-esteemed  residents. 

Our  subject  has  always  resided  at  his  present 
home,  and  as  a practical  agriculturist  he  devotes  his 
attention  to  general  crops.  In  politics  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, but  he  does  not  take  an  active  part  in  the 
work  of  the  organization.  On  January  21,  1885,  he 
was  married,  in  Gibson  township,  to  Miss  Etta  C. 
Potter,  and  they  have  three  children : Lucille,  born 
Aug.  13,  1888;  Basil,  Aug.  26,  1897;  Denmon  G., 
April  7,  1900.  Mrs.  Hine  also  belongs  to  a well- 
known  family,  and  was  born  in  Gibson  township, 
October  12,  1864,  daughter  of  George  Potter,  and 
granddaughter  of  Parley  and  Philena  Potter.  The 
late  George  Potter,  who  was  born  in  1820,  was 
a prosperous  farmer  of  Gibson  township,  and 
for  many  years  operated  the  “Tilden  House” 
at  Herrick  Center,  a temperance  hotel.  He  was 
a man  of  strict  honesty  and  genial,  kindly  dis- 
position, and  while  he  was  not  a Church  mem- 
ber, he  lived  the  life  of  a true  Christian.  On 
February  21,  1876,  while  on  a business  trip,  he 
was  injured  at  Susquehanna  depot  by  a railway 


train,  and  died  March  8,  following.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth  Howell,  was  a daughter  of  Israel  Howell, 
a well-known  resident  of  Gibson  township.  She 
died  August  2,  1899,  aged  seventy-two  years,  and 
the  remains  of  both  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Gelatt  Hollow.  They  had  six  children,  viz.:  Free- 
love,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ; Emeline, 
wife  of  Alfred  Bowell,  of  Herrick  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; Elmer  V.,  a farmer  in  Gibson 
township ; a daughter,  twin  of  Elmer,  who  died  when 
two  weeks  old,  unnamed ; Emily,  who  married 
Emory  Miller,  of  Herrick  township ; and  Etta  C., 
wife  of  our  subject. 

ELBERT  J.  GRIMES  is  prominent  among  the 
representative  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Oakland 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  was  born  on 
the  farm  where  he  still  resides  May  27,  1863,  son 
of  Joshua  Iv.  and  Maria  S.  (Buck)  Grimes.  The 
father  is  a native  of  New  York,  born  in  Tioga 
county,  in  1814,  and  during  his  minority  remained 
on  his  father’s  farm,  attending  first  the  district 
schools  of  that  locality  and  later  the  Owego  Acad- 
emy for  one  term  in  the  fall  of  1836.  He  then  went 
west  to  visit  relatives  and  that  winter  taught  school 
near  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  following  summer  he 
worked  at  house  carpentering,  and  the  following- 
winter  again  taught  school.  In  1843  he  married 
Miss  Esther  M.,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Charrie 

M.  Lounsbury,  of  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.,  and  by 
that  union  he  had  three  children,  namely : ( 1 ) Char- 
rie P.  is  now  the  wife  of  Orin  T.  Smith,  an  under- 
taker and  furniture  dealer  of  Susquehanna,  Penn., 
by  whom  she  has  three  children:  Catherine  E., 
now  the  wife  of  Augustus  Raunk,  of  Binghamton, 

N.  Y.,  is  a graduate  of  the  Susquehanna  schools 

and  the  Cortland  Normal  School,  and  also  com- 
pleted a course  in  music  and  art  at  the  Wyoming 
Seminary ; Myron  J.,  born  in  Susquehanna,  grad- 
uated from  a medical  college  of  Chicago,  111.,  and 
then  located  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  until  his  death  (he  married  Miss 
Jennie  Park,  of  Binghamton,  where  she  still  re- 
sides) ; Alida  C.  Smith  graduated  from  the  Sus- 
quehanna high  school  and  is  still  with  her  parents. 
(2)  Curtis  F.,  born  in  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1847, 
enlisted  during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  D,  56th 
P.  V.  L,  and  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  par- 
ticipated in  many  battles.  He  was  wounded  at 
Gettysburg  and  re-enlisted,  becoming  an  old  vet- 
eran although  only  eighteen  years  of  age  when  hos- 
tilities ceased.  After  the  war  he  married  Miss  Liz- 
zie Richards,  of  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  and  located  at 
Susquehanna,  Penn.  For  some  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a locomotive  engineer.  From  Susque- 
hanna he  moved  to  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.,  and  sub- 
sequently on  account  of  failing  health  went  to  Rapid 
City,  S.  Dak.,  where  he  died  leaving  a wife  and 
four  children,  namely : Ida,  now  the  wife  of  Ste- 

phen Carpenter,  of  Great  Bend,  Penn. ; Carrie,  who 
was  killed  in  childhood  by  a railroad  train  at  Hor- 
nellsville, N.  Y. ; Susie,  wife  of  John  Ivortright,  of 
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Susquehanna ; and  Frank,  a railroad  fireman,  who 
married  Bertha  McDowell  and  resides  at  Hornells- 
ville.  (3)  Moses,  born  in  Oakland  Town,  Susque- 
hanna county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1849. 
He  married  Miss  Alida  Soper,  of  Michigan,  and 
lived  for  some  time  in  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.  He  then 
removed  to  Rapid  City,  S.  Dak.,  and  as  a leading 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  that  place  he  went  as  a delegate  to  the  national 
convention  held  in  Oregon.  By  trade  he  was  a jew- 
eler. He  tiled  in  Dakota,  leaving  a wife  and  one 
son,  Avery  J.,  now  a resident  of  Michigan. 

It  was  in  May,  1848,  that  Joshua  K.  Grimes, 
father  of  our  subject,  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  purchased  a partially  improved  farm 
on  the  Susquehanna  river  in  Oakland  township, 
known  as  the  Drinker  tract,  on  which  had  already 
been  erected  a log  house  and  barn.  He  has  since 
made  many  improvements  upon  the  place  and  there 
he  still  resides  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  In  1853  he  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Maria  S.  Buck;  who  was  born  at  Red  Rock,  Great 
Bend.,  Penn.,  in  February,  1821,  and  is  still  living. 
Her  parents  were  John  B.  and  Susan  (Chamber- 
lain)  Buck,  representatives  of  old  and  prominent 
families  of  Great  Bend.  She  attended  the  district 
schools  near  her  early  home,  was  also  a student 
in  the  Montrose  Academy  for  a time,  and  later  be- 
came a successful  teacher.  Her  maternal  grandfa- 
ther, Moses  Chamberlain,  was  a soldier  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  In  his  political  views  Joshua  K. 
Grimes  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and 
although  he  has  ever  taken  a deep  and  commendable 
interest  in  public  affairs,  he  has  never  cared  for 
office,  but  he  has  served  as  supervisor,  collector,  as- 
sessor, school  director  and  in  other  local  positions. 
He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  faithful  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  have  given  liberally  to 
the  erection  of  the  house  of  worship  and  the  sup- 
port of  the  church.  They  still  reside  on  a part  of 
the  old  homestead,  where  they  lead  quiet,  peaceful 
and  happy  lives,  and  they  are  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly  respected  couples  in  Oakland  township. 
Their  children  are  now  filling  honorable  and  use- 
ful positions  in  life  and  are  a source  of  great  pride 
to  their  parents.  Annually  the  family  hold  a re- 
union on  the  old  homestead,  where  a most  enjoya- 
ble day  is  passed  with  this  worthy  couple.  Our 
subject  is  the  youngest  of  the  three  children  born 
of  the  second  marriage.  (1)  Susan  E.,  born  on  the 
old  homestead,  January  15,  1855,  attended  the  dis- 
trict and  later  the  graded  schools  of  Susquehanna, 
receiving  a good  classical  education,  and  for  several 
terms  was  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  Oak- 
land township.  In  May,  1883,  she  married  Homer 
Hall,  of  Jackson,  Susquehanna  county,  and  they 
now  reside  in  the  town  of  Susquehanna.  (2)  Ella 
R.,  born  June  26,  i860,  was  educated  in  graded 
and  private  schools  of  Susquehanna,  and  in  1883 
married  Walter  H.  Wood,  of  Windsor,  Broome 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  is  now  engaged  in  business  in  Sus- 
quehanna, Penn.  They  have  three  children — Nel- 


lie, Charles  and  Ray — all  students  in  the  Susque- 
hanna schools. 

Elbert  J.  Grimes,  our  subject,  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  attending  the  district  schools 
through  the  winter  months  and  assisting  in  the 
work  of  the  home  farm  in  the  summer  season. 
When  a young  man  he  superintended  the  cutting 
and  putting  in  the  lumber  on  the  home  tract,  be- 
ing thus  employed  for  four  years.  In  February, 

1884,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice 
A.  Wheeler,  who  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Windsor,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a popular 
teacher  of  that  county  and  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  for  twelve  terms.  Her  parents,  John  and 
Sarah  (Eggleston)  Wheeler,  were  natives  of  Broome 
county,  and  prominent  farming  people  of  Windsor. 
In  their  family  were  two  children,  and  the  only  son, 
William,  died  in  childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grimes 
have  two  children : Eva  Alice,  born  January  29, 

1885,  and  Ernest  ).,  born  April  7,  1888,  both  at- 
tending the  home  schools. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Grimes  located  on  the 
old  homestead,  which  he  rented  for  two  years,  and 
then  purchased  all  the  personal  property  and  has 
since  had  full  control  and  management  of  the  farm. 
Being  a thorough  and  skillful  farmer  and  a man  of 
good  business  ability,  he  is  meeeting  with  excellent 
success  in  his  life  work.  In  1885,  he  and  his  father 
erected  upon  the  place  a fine  residence  near  the  old 
homestead,  and  there  he  now  resides.  He  tenderly 
cares  for  his  parents,  seeing  that  they  have  every 
comfort  in  their  declining  years.  Politically  he  has 
always  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  has  been  honored  with  a number  of  local 
offices,  serving  at  present  as  school  director,  treasur- 
er and  supervisor,  having  filled  the  last  named  po- 
sition for  two  terms.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
Royal  Arcanum  Lodge  No.  140,  of  Susquehanna, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Baptist  Church  of  that  place.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  gives  his  support  to 
all  enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  edu- 
cational and  material  welfare  of  his  community. 

ANDREW  THOMAS  SWINGLE,  in  his 
lifetime  a highly-esteemed  resident  of  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  was  for  some 
years  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  his  fine  homestead  shows  the  result  of 
judicious  management. 

Mr.  Swingle  was  a member  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing families  of  his  locality,  and  traced  his  descent 
to  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  a native  of  Switzerland, 
who  settled  in  New  York  State  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  in  1783  removed  to  this  section, 
locating  in  what  is  now  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  secured  a large  tract  of 
land.  John  Swingle,  a son  of  Hans,  and  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  married  three 
times  and  had  twenty-four  children,  among  whom 
was  a son  Andrew,  born  of  his  second  marriage, 
to  Catherine  Shorter.  Andrew  Swingle,  our  sub- 
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ject's  grandfather,  married  Sarah  Enslin,  and  they 
had  three  children : Thomas,  who  died  in  Cali- 

fornia in  1894;  Miles,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below  ; and  one  who  died  in  childhood. 

Miles  Swingle,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  South  Canaan  township,  and  passed  his 
life  there,  his  attention  being  given  to  agricultural 
work.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  never 
sought  prominence  in  public  life.  He  died  in  July, 
1865,  at  the  early  age  of  tlurty-five  years.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Burleigh,  who  survives  him,  and 
they  had  the  following  childrtn  : Andrew  Thomas, 

our  subject;  John,  who  died  when  two  years  old; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  first  William  Larrison,  and 
after  his  decease  wedded  Frederick  Kepler,  a 
watchman  for  the  D.  & H.  Co.,  at  railroad  station 
No.  6,  Wayne  county ; Angeline,  wife  of  E.  Swin- 
gle, a farmer  in  Hudson,  S.  Dak. ; and  Laura,  wife 
of  Bartley  Fuller,  a machinist  in  the  D.  L.  & W. 
railway  shops  at  Scranton,  Penn.  The  mother 
resides  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  in  her  sixty-third  year. 
She  formed  a second  matrimonial  union  with  Jestus 
Rodger,  who  died  January  13,  1889,  but  by  this 
marriage  had  no  children.  1 he  Burleigh  fam- 
ilv  is  of  English  origin,  and  her  parents,  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Enslin)  Burleigh,  came  from  the  old 
country  many  years  ago,  making  their  home  in 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Swingle  was  born  February  16,  1853,  at 
the  old  homestead  in  South  Canaan  township,  and 
until  he  was  thirty  years  of  age  resided  with  his 
mother.  Tn  1885  she  went  to  Dakota  for  a time, 
but  he  remained  in  his  native  township,  where  he 
had  purchased  a farm  of  his  own,  in  1882.  On 
September  27,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Swingle,  and  the  first  two  years  of  their  wedded 
life  were  spent  upon  the  farm,  after  which  they 
removed  to  Scranton,  where  he  was  employed  for 
four  and  a half  years  in  the  car  shops,  as  a re- 
pairer. In  1892  he  settled  upon  an  attractive  estate 
of  ninety-three  acres,  and  until  his  death  was  en- 
gaged in  general  farming.  As  a citizen  he  was  in 
favor  of  progress  in  all  lines,  and  politically  a firm 
believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  passed  to  his  last  rest  April  15,  1898. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swingle  had  three  bright  and 
healthy  children:  Leslie,  born  August  23,  1891, 

and  Claude  and  Carl,  twins,  born  August  19,  1896. 
Mrs.  Swingle  was  born  May  25,  1861,  in  South 
Canaan  township,  daughter  of  ’Squire  Paul  Swin- 
gle, a prominent  citizen  of  that  locality. 

MILTON  WILLIS  PALMER,  one  of  the 
leading  and  substantial  farmers,  of  Brooklyn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  evidences  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  carries  on  his  business  that  he 
thoroughly  understands  the  vocation  in  which  he 
is  engaged.  Neatness  and  order  prevail  upon  his 
place,  which  is  managed,  with  regard  to  its  culti- 
vation, in  a manner  which  reflects  great  credit  upon 
the  owner. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township, 


July  27,  1856,  the  only  child  of  Isaac  N.  and  Nancy 
M.  (Tewksbury)  Palmer,  farming  people  of  that 
township.  The  father  was  quite  a prominent  man 
in  the  community,  and  held  several  local  offices. 
He  died  September  ii„  1865,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
one  years,  one  month  and  twenty-seven  days,  the 
mother  passing  away  November  14,  1863,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-five  years,  ten  months  and  one  day, 
and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church  cemetery.  They  held  membership 
in  that  Church. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Esek 

H.  and  Amy  (Smith)  Palmer,  were  natives  of 
Groton,  Conn.,  born  December  6,  1777,  and  March 

I,  1783,  respectively.  In  18 11  Esek  Palmer  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  locating’  in  Brook- 
lyn township,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  family 
the  following  year,  and  for  a few  months  they  made 
their  home  in  a log  cabin  belonging  to  Capt.  Bailey. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Esek  H.  Palmer  had  the  following 
children:  Lydia  S.,  deceased  wife  of  George  Chap- 
man pEmeline,  deceased  wife  of  M.  L.  Mack;  Annis, 
deceased  wife  of  Obadiah  Bailey ; Elmina,  widow 
of  Robert  Kent,  and  a resident  of  Brooklyn  ; James 
S.,  a Universalist  minister,  of  Mansfield,  Penn. ; 
Gurdon  W.  and  Charles  R.,  deceased;  Eunice  L. 
widow  of  Asa  Titus,  and  a resident  of  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; Isaac  N.,  father  of  our 
subject;  and  David  L.,  deceased. 

Amos  and  Harriet  (Robinson)  Tewksbury  were 
Mr.  Palmer’s  maternal  grandparents.  The  former, 
born  in  Vermont,  son  of  Sergeant  Tewksbury,  came 
with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1802, 
locating  in  Brooklyn  township,  where  he  became 
the  owner  of  a farm  of  seventy-two  acres.  His 
children  were  Nancy.  M.,  mother  of  our  subject; 
Mary  J. ; Benjamin  F.,  who  was  the  second  super- 
intendent of  schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
the  youngest  man  to  hold  that  office ; Fanny  M. ; 
Harriet  E.  and  Amos  E.,  twins,  the  former  now  the 
widow  of  William  D.  Frost,  the  latter  deceased 
when  about  four  months  of  age. 

Our  subject  made  his  home  with  relatives  until 
fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then  began  life  for  himself 
as  a farm  hand,  being  thus  employed  for  five  years. 
Subsquently  he  clerked  one  year  in  the  store  of  G. 
P.  Tiffany,  at  Brooklyn,  and  then  again  worked 
by  the  month  at  farm  labor  for  five  years.  After 
his  marriage  he  purchased  a half-interest  in  the 
stock  and  tools  of  his  father-in-law,  three  years  later 
buying  the  other  half,  and  he  is  now  successfully 
engaged  in  the  operation  of  the  farm,  which  com- 
prises 400  acres  of  valuable  land. 

In  Brooklyn  township,  Mr.  Palmer  was  mar- 
ried, January  4,  1882,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Bailey. 
They  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  are  rear- 
ing a son,  Robert  M.,  born  July  29,  1895,  whom  they 
adopted  when  he  was  one  year  old.  Mrs.  Palmer 
was  born  on  the  farm  where  she  now  resides,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  L.  and  H.  Miranda  (Guernsey) 
Bailey,  natives  of  Brooklyn  and  Bridgewater  town- 
ships, respectively.  The  father  was  born  March 
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8,  1824,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Palmer,  and  always  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming,  with  the  exception  of  three  years  when  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  his  brother,  in 
Salem,  N.  H.  He  died  upon  his  farm  in  Brooklyn 
township,  July  4,  1898,  aged  seventy-four  years,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Universalist  cemetery.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and,  fraternally, 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
was  a man  of  prominence  in  his  community,  being 
elected  to  many  township  offices.  His  widow,  who 
was  born  in  1830,  finds  a pleasant  home  with  our 
subject  and  wife.  They  had  only  two  children,  and 
Emily  L.,  the  younger,  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
months. 

Mrs.  Palmer's  paternal  grandparents,  Fred- 
erick and  Polly  (Witter)  Bailey,  were  natives  of 
Groton,  Conn.,  were  married  in  1806,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  came  to  Brooklyn  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.  Their  children,  all  now  deceased, 
were:  Mary  W.,  who  (first)  married  a Mr.  Rob- 
erts, and  (second)  a Mr.  Tyler  ; Frederick  L. ; 
Lodowick  F. ; Sally  M.,  wife  of  Rodney  Jewett; 
William  P. ; James  W. ; Esther  W.,  wife  of  W.  B. 
Stevens : Robert  M. ; Henry  L. ; Eliza  A.,  wife  of 
Moses  Cole ; and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
maternal  grandparents  were  Hiram  C.  and  Maria 
R.  (Watrous)  Guernsey,  the  former  a native  of 
Windsor,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Schoharie  county, 
that  State.  The  grandfather  was  a soldier  in  the 
war.  of  1812.  He  was  born  in  1801,  and  died  in 
1871,  and  his  wife,  born  in  1807,  died  in  1887,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  children:  Julia  A.,  deceased  wife  of  N. 
P.  Miller;  James  W.,  deceased;  H.  Miranda,  mother 
of  Mrs.  Palmer;  Joseph,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  months;  Joseph  W.,  who  died  in  1899; 
Martha  A.,  deceased  wife  df  Henry  Wa,trous; 
Ellen  E.,  wife  of  Jason  S.  Wright,  of  Brooklyn 
township ; George  A.,  a resident  of  Winchester, 
Mass. ; Sarah  A.,  who  died  when  twenty-three  years 
old;  Lavinia  J.,  deceased  wife  of  Joseph  L.  Kent; 
and  Emma  N.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Palmer  is  a Universalist, 
and  in  his  social  relations  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and 
Free  Mason,  belonging  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  in 
Brooklyn,  and  to  Harford  Lodge  No.  445,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  in  Hop  Bottom,  in  which  latter  he  has  filled 
all  the  chairs,  being  a past  master.  His  political  sup- 
port is  always  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  filled  the  office  of 
school  director  nine  years,  and  supervisor  three 
years.  In  the  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens  he 
is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  his  community, 
and  he  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him. 

ARTHUR  W.  FOOT,  a well-known  citizen 
of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
an  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturist,  his  fine 
farm  near  Hart  Lake  giving  evidence  of  careful 


management.  He  was  born  April  27,  1851,  and 
comes  of  honored  pioneer  ancestry,  the  Foote  or 
Foot  family  being  descended  from  Nathaniel 
Foote,  who  came  from  England  in  1633  and  settled 
in  Connecticut,  Charles  Foot,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father (who  was  a brother  of  Belus  Foote,  grand- 
father of  Byron  Foote),  came  from  Vermont  in 
childhood,  and  as  a young  man  was  married  in  New 
Milford  township  to  Miss  Rebecca  Wellman,  a na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  who  also  came  to  this  sec- 
tion when  a child.  This  estimable  couple  had  six 
children,  viz. : Belus  FI.,  Ira,  Orland,  George, 

John,  and  Harriet,  who  married  Nelson  Dorr,  pro- 
prietor of  a book  store  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  now  the  only  survivor  of  the  family. 

Belus  H.  Foot,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  New  Milford  township,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1850,  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Ann 
Parks,  a native  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  He  re- 
sided for  a time  in  Franklin  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  but  removed  in  1853  to  our  subject’s 
present  farm.  For  many  years  he  followed  the 
carpenter’s  trade  in  connection  with  farming,  and 
he  also  took  an  active  and  influential  part  in  local 
affairs,  serving  as  school  director,  poormaster  and 
supervisor  and  in  other  township  offices.  He  died 
April  12,  1894,  aged  seventy-three,  and  his  wife 
died  September  30,  1876,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
the  remains  of  both  being  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  New  Milford.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  three  children ; Ida  E.  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years,  and  Miss  Francelia  resides  at  the  home- 
stead. 

The  Parks  family  has  been  identified  with 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  from  an  early  period,  and 
our  subject’s  maternal  grandparents,  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Finch)  Parks,  came  from  that  locality 
in  1867  to  spend  their  last  days  in  New  Milford 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  They  had  a large 
family  of  children,  as  follows : Oran,  David, 

William.  Lois,  Jane,  Olive,  Annis,  Ann  (our  sub- 
ject's mother),  and  Mary,  who  married  first  John 
Cortright,  and  second  James  Robinson,  deceased 
(she  now  resides  in  New  Milford  towiyship),  and 
Johanna  (Mrs.  Tiffany),  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  is 
the  only  other  living  member  of  the  family. 

Our  subject  was  but  two  years  old  when  his 
parents  settled  at  the  present  homestead  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  and  politically  is  a stanch  Republican. 
His  interest  in  local  affairs  is  shown  in  many  ways 
and  he  is  especially  active  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  schools,  having  entered  in  the  fall  of  1898 
upon  his  second  term  of  three  years  as  director. 
On  June  20,  1872,  he  was  married  in  Bridgewater 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Mary 
Wood.  Two  children  brightened  their  home  for 
a brief  time  only,  Ernest  dying  at  the  age  of  two 
years,  and  Mabel  at  the  age  of  three. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Wood)  Foot  belongs  to  a well- 
known  family  of  this  section,  her  paternal  grand- 
parents, Cornelius  and  Mary  Wood,  having  come 
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from  New  York  State  in  1808  to  make  their  home 
in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
John  Wood,  Mrs.  Foot's  father,  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  and  was  married  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Nellie  Matthews, 
daughter  of  David  and  Sinda  (Blowers)  Matthews, 
who,  on  removing  from  New  York  State,  settled 
in  that  locality  in  1810.  John  Wood  died  in  Bridge- 
water  township  in  1885,  aged  eighty-six  years,  and 
his  wife  still  resides,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four, 
upon  their  old  homestead.  For  many  years  she 
has  been  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  her  faith  being  exemplified  in  her  daily 
life.  To  John  and  Nellie  Wood  the  following 
children  were  born : Mortimer,  a farmer  on  the 

old  homestead ; Frank,  deceased;  Adelia,  deceased, 
who  married  N.  F.  Kimber ; Eugene,  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Jennie,  who  died  in  childhood;  Mary, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Eudorah,  who  married  Gerome 
Flart,  a farmer  in  New  Milford  township;  Eva, 
wife  of  John  Richardson,  of  New  Milford ; and 
Flattie,  who  married  Lemuel  Cole,  a farmer  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

JOSEPH  STEVENS,  a prosperous  and  well- 
to-do  farmer  and  stock  raiser  residing  in  Oakland 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.,  near  Scranton,  in  August, 
1827,  and  is  a worthy  representative  of  an  honored 
and  highly  respected  family,  being  a son  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  Ann  (McKinney)  Stevens,  both  natives 
of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  The  grandparents, 
Ephraim  and  Hannah  Stevens,  were  born  in  New 
York,  in  1758,  and  at  an  early  day  located  near 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  the  former  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Both  died  on  his  farm  in  Providence  town- 
ship, Luzerne  county,  in  1855.  To  them  were  born 
four  children,  as  follows:  (1)  William,  born  in 

October,  1785,  married  and  settled  in  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, where  he  died  leaving  a family.  Ebenezer,  one 
of  his  sons,  now  resides  in  Susquehanna  county. 
(2)  Polly,  born  in  1789,  died  young.  (3)  Annie, 
born  in  1791,  married  Curtis  M.  Sterling,  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  where  she  died  leaving  a family.  Two 
of  her  sons  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war,  and  one 
was  wounded  and  died  in  the  army.  (4)  Samuel 
Stevens,  father  of  our  subject,  completes  the  family. 

Samuel  Stevens  was  born  in  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  July,  1795,  and  in  Providence,  Luzerne 
Co.,  Penn.,  married  Mary  Ann  McKinney,  who  was 
born  in  September,  1807.  He  owned  a wild  tract 
of  land  in  Luzerne  county,  which  was  underlaid 
with  anthracite  coal,  and  to  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  his  land  he  devoted  his  energies  until 

1864,  when  he  sold  the  place  and  purchased  the 
farm  in  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  our  subject  now  resides.  Here  he  died  in 

1865.  His  wife  survived  him  for  many  years  and 
was  tenderly  cared  for  by  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
who  received  a mother’s  blessing  at  her  death  in 
1886. 


Joseph  Stevens,  the  only  child  of  Samuel  and. 
Mary  (McKinney)  Stevens,  grew  to  manhood  in 
Luzerne  county,  where  he  attended  the  district 
schools  and  aided  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm. 
In  December,  1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Harriet  Carman,  who  was  born  in  Luzerne 
county,  in  November,  1834,  and  was  educated  in  its 
schools.  She  is  a daug'hter  of  Phineas  and  Mary 
(Ayers)  Carman,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  two  children:  (1) 

Frank  H.,  born  in  Jefferson,  Luzerne  county,  in 
November,  1862,  attended  the  home  schools,  and 
later  the  Elmira  Business  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated,  and  he  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the 
Erie  Railroad  Company.  He  married  Ida  Griffis, 
of  Susquehanna,  where  they  now  reside.  (2) 
Minnie  L.,  born  at  the  present  home  of  the  family 
in  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  July, 
1868,  completed  her  education  in  the  high  schools 
of  Scranton,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Elmer  Englert, 
of  Montrose,  who  was  born  in  Laceyville,  Luzerne 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  at  Susquehanna. 

For  some  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Ste- 
vens followed  farming  in  Providence  township, 
Luzerne  county,  but  in  1866  located  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, on  the  Susquehanna  river,  one  mile  from  the 
town  of  the  same  name.  By  purchase  he  has  added 
to  his  homestead  eighty  acres,  making  a fine  farm 
of  280  acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  excellent 
cultivation,  and  erected  thereon  a pleasant  resi- 
dence and  good  outbuildings.  As  a farmer  and 
stock  raiser  he  has  steadily  prospered  and  has  be- 
come one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. Politically  he  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  most  cred- 
itably filled  the  offices  of  school  director,  assessor 
and  supervisor.  He  and  his  family  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Baptist  Church  of  Susquehanna,  and 
merit  and  receive  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  them.  He  is  a generous,  kindly  and  cour- 
teous gentleman,  upright  and  honorable  in  all 
things,  and  whose  life  is  above  reproach. 

WILKINSON  PRICE.  Successful  farming 
a generation  ago  among  the  best  families  was  in- 
variably accompanied  by  a generous  hospitality. 
Genial  pleasure  reigned  in  a wholesome  and  invig- 
orating social  atmosphere.  A few  households  may 
yet  be  found  where  the  same  kindly  and  lavish  pro- 
vision is  made  for  friend  or  stranger,  where  the 
essence  of  the  good  old  days  yet  lingers,  where 
grace  and  cheer,  culinary  art  and  drawing-room 
accomplishments,  combine  to  welcome  the  coming 
and  speed  the  parting  guest.  One  of  the  most 
cheering  and  hospitable,  widely  known  as  such 
throughout  the  country,  is  that  of  Wilkinson  Price, 
in  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county. 

The  Price  family  is  an  old  and  prominent  one. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Price,  settled 
in  this  neighborhood  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
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war,  coming  from  Bucks  county  at  a time  when 
the  Indians  were  numerous  and  hostile.  He  had 
many  encounters  with  them,  and  many  narrow 
escapes  at  their  hands.  Later  he  settled  across 
Brodhead’s  creek,  two  and  one-half  miles  below 
Canadensis,  but  being  driven  away  by  the  Indians 
returned  to  Bucks  county,  where  he  remained  until 
the  war  was  over.  He  made  the  return  trip  to  this 
region  with  his  wife  and  one  child,  on  horseback. 
John  Price  reared  a large  family,  his  seven  sons 
being  John,  Ichabod,  Charles,  Eleazer,  Samuel, 
Benjamin  and  Joseph.  Ihcabod  and  Charles  were 
both  killed  while  serving  as  soldiers  in  the  war  of 
1812-15,  the  former  at  Fort  Meigs ; Benjamin  was 
drafted  during  that  conflict,  and  went  down  to 
Marcus  Hook,  where  he  was  discharged.  The 
father  lived  for  several  years  with  his  son  Benja- 
min, on  the  place  now  occupied  by  Henry  Lesoine, 
and  there  ended  his  days. 

Benjamin  Price,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Price  township,  and  about  1807  married 
Jane,  daughter  of  Henry  Smith,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship. He  settled  in  the  woods  and  cleared  up  a 
good  farm.  A Democrat  in  politics,  he  was  one  of 
the  leaders  of  his  party,  and  held  many  local  offices. 
His  death  occurred  in  1848,  his  good  wife  surviv- 
ing him  until  1859.  Their  family  of  nine  children, 
six  sons  and  three  daughters,  was  as  follows:  (1) 

Jacob  married  and  settled  at  Spruce  Cabin,  where 
his  sons  Wesley  and  Milton  now  live.  (2)  Charles, 
born  in  1810,  married  Phila  Price,  daughter  of 
Eleazer  Price,  settled  at  Cove,  in  Barrett  township, 
and  became  an  extensive  lumberman.  He  died 
leaving  a family  of  seven  sons  and  one  daughter, 
Madison,  Emma  (wife  of  Dimmick  Custard),  Mor- 
ris, Benjamin,  Davis,  Townsend,  Dimmick,  and 
Mahlon.  (3)  Smith,  born  in  1812,  married  Mary 
Wolfinger,  of  Stroud,  settled  in  the  Cove,  and 
and  raised  a large  family.  (4)  Mahala  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  (5)  Mary  A.,  born  in 
1816,  married  William  C.  Long,  of  Monroe  county. 
They  settled  in  the  Cove,  and  there  raised  a family 
of  children.  (6)  Daniel,  born  in  1819,  married 
Mary  A.  Busecker,  of  Price,  and  settled  in  the 
Cove,  in  Barrett,  where  he  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, Warren,  Albert  and  Daniel.  (7)  Emaline, 
born  in  1822,  died  unmarried.  (8)  Benjamin,  born 
in  1826,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  (9) 
Wilkinson,  the  youngest,  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Wilkinson  Price  was  born  on  the  old  Price 
homestead  in  Price  township,  in  March,  1827,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood,  attending  the  winter 
schools  and  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  In 
1853  he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Witsie,  of  Phila- 
delphia, daughter  of  Albert  and  Margaret  Witsie. 
Mrs.  Price  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Philadelphia,  and  in  1851  removed  thence  to 
Stroudsburg  with  her  father,  who  in  his  new  loca- 
tion engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  shoes. 
In  1859  Mr.  Witsie  removed  to  Canandensis,  and 
there  conducted  a shoe  business  until  his  death,  in 


1886.  A widow  and  three  children,  Sarah,  Charles. 
W.  and  Mary  E.,  survived  him.  Sarah  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Elmwood,  of  Scranton ; Charles  W.  is  an 
employe  of  the  elevated  railroad  at  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

After  his  marriage  Wilkinson  Price  settled  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Price  township,  in  i860  re- 
moving to  Canandensis.  Here  he  purchased  a tract 
of  land  and  cleared  up  a farm.  He  erected  good 
buildings,  but  a fire  in  1896  destroyed  his  home 
and  all  his  household  furniture.  In  1897  he 
erected  a new  residence,  with  every  modern  im- 
provement, and  now  owns  one  of  the  fine  homes  of 
Canadensis.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  were  born 
twelve  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Dan,  born  in 

1854,  married  Miss  Anna  Price.  They  settled  in 
Scranton,  where  his  wife  died,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, Archie,  Ada  and  Ray.  (2)  James  B.,  born 
July  12,  1856,  married  Miss  Mary  Distie,  of  Pike 
county,  and  now  resides  at  Dunmore,  near  Scran- 
ton, where  he  owns  a fine  home.  He  has  three 
children,  Clinton,  Jessie  and  Elvert.  (3)  Albert 
F.,  born  in  July,  1858,  married  Miss  Jennie  Raub, 
of  Clean,  N.  Y.,  and  resided  at  Scranton,  where 
his  wife  died,  leaving  two  children,  Ruby  and 
Frank,  Ruby  now  making  her  home  with  her  grand- 
father, our  subject.  Later  he  married  Miss  Nettie 
Macky,  of  Carbondale.  They  reside  at  Camden, 
N.  J.,  and  have  one  child,  Jennie.  (4)  Reuben, 
born  in  July,  i860,  is  a carpenter.  He  married 
Miss  Minnie  Lee,  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  where  he  now 
resides,  and  has  one  son,  Frank.  (5)  Margaret 
J.,  a bright  and  refined  young  lady,  has  adopted  the 
vocation  of  a milliner,  and  for  eight  years  has  filled 
a responsible  position  in  Philadelphia.  (6)  Flora 
E.,  born  in  August,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Orange 
Travis,  a resident  of  Camden,  N.  J.  (7)  Luther, 
born  in  July,  1866,  is  now  a contractor  and  builder 
at  Scranton.  He  married  Miss  Carrie  Earley,  of 
Pittston,  and  has  a fine  home.  (8)  Anna,  born  in 
December,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Deubler,  of 
Barrett  township,  and  has  one  child,  Margaret.  She 
is  a graduate  of  Wood's  Business  College,  of 
Scranton,  and  for  five  or  six  years  was  one  of  the 
successful  teachers  in  the  neighborhood  of  her 
home.  (9)  Miriam,  born  in  January,  1871,  was  a 
dressmaker  until  her  marriage  to  George  Crane,  of 
Canadensis.  They  have  one  child,  Hellen.  (10) 
Eugene,  born  in  March,  1873,  is  a promising  con- 
tractor, being  engaged  as  a painter  and  decorator. 
( 1 1 ) Jesse,  born  in  May,  1875,  is  also  a contractor 
in  painting  and  house  decorating,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  business  in  New  York  City.  (12)  Grace 
E.,  born  in  July,  1879,  is  now  occupied  in  the  mil- 
linery business  with  her  sister  Margaret. 

Wilkinson  Price  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party.  For  many  years  he  has  held 
the  office  of  postmaster  at  Canadensis,  serving  dur- 
ing Cleveland’s  administration,  and  formerly  filled 
that  position  at  Priceburg  during  Pierce’s  and 
Buchanan’s  administrations.  He  has  also  been 
justice  of  the  peace  several  terms,  school  director 
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for  many  years,  and  has  filled  various  other  local 
offices,  being  always  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
his  township.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Price  has  a de- 
lightful home,  where  grace  and  culture  preside  and 
good  cheer  abounds. 

HON.  CHARLES  HENRY  ELLIS  (de- 
ceased) was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  Union  Dale,  Susquehanna 
county,  a leader  in  business  and  political  affairs. 
He  was  always  a courteous,  genial  gentleman,  and 
well  deserved  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  uni- 
formly held. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  a native  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, born  in  Herrick  township,  May  20,  1828,  a son 
of  Huntington  and  Mary  (Moore)  Ellis,  natives 
of  Rhode  Island  and  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna 
county,  where  the  father  followed  farming  to  the 
close  of  his  life.  In  the  family  were  three  chil- 
dren, Hezekiah,  Mary  C.  and  Charles  H.,  all  now 
deceased.  After  the  father's  death  the  mother  re- 
married, but  our  subject  was  nevertheless  her  main 
support  through  life,  and  his  widow  cared  for  her 
after  his  death ; she  was  buried  form  her  home. 

During  his  boyhood  Mr.  Ellis  remained  upon 
the  home  farm  with  his  parents,  and  he  neglected 
his  own  education  to  give  his  sister  advantages. 
He  began  his  business  career  as  a school  teacher, 
later  following  surveying  for  many  years,  for  a 
time  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Union 
Dale,  and  was  also-  an  undertaker  and  manufac- 
turer of  furniture  for  a few  years.  He  operated  a 
saw  and  gristmill  at  that  place,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  engaged  in  merchandising  there, 
while  he  also  served  as  postmaster,  having  filled  that 
office  for  a quarter  of  a century. 

At  Carbondale,  Penn.,  on  March  26,  1857,  Mr. 
Ellis  married  Miss  Ann  E.  Lewis,  a native  of  Her- 
rick township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Maria  (Toby)  Lewis,  of  New 
York  State.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  John  and 
Jane  Lewis,  were  lifelong  residents  of  New  York, 
and  her  maternal  grandparents,  Taber  and  Esther 
Toby,  spent  their  entire  lives  as  farming  people  in 
Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  As  his  mother  was  poor, 
and  had  a large  family  to  support,  James  Lewis, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Ellis,  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  that  he  might  be 
of  some  assistance  to  her,  as  he  was  the  eldest  of 
the  family.  He  came  to  Herrick  township,  work- 
ing in  the  gristmill  of  his  uncle,  David  Lewis,  until 
he  attained  his  majority,  and  then  followed  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  political 
sentiment  he  was  a Democrat.  He  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1884,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years  and  nine- 
teen days,  and  his  wife  died  in  March,  1888,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in 
Union  Dale  cemetery.  They  had  four  children, 
namely : Jane,  now  the  widow  of  Philip  Ricks,  of 
New  York  State;  Taber  J.,  a farmer  and  carpen- 
ter of  Benton,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn. ; Horace  H., 


a merchant,  farmer  and  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Uniondale;  and  Ann  E.,  widow  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Ellis  always  took  a very  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  public  affairs,  and  his  influence  was 
given  to  every  enterprise  which  he  believed  would 
prove  of  public  good.  Lor  many  years  he  was  an 
elder  and  trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  servnig 
as  presiding  elder  from  1864  to  1878,  and  his  life  was 
in  perfect  harmony  with  his  professions.  His  hos- 
pitable home  was  always  open  to  ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  and  he  gave  liberally  to  all  Church,  educa- 
tional and  benevolent  enterprises,  the  worthy  poor 
finding  him  indeed  a friend.  No  deserving  ones 
were  ever  turned  away  empty-handed  from  his 
door.  He  was  the  first  burgess  of  Union  Dale,  and 
was  again  filling  that  office  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
In  1881  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  most  creditably  filled  that  position  for  one 
term.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Republican, 
very  active  in  his  party,  and  was  an  able  speaker. 
During  his  younger  years  Mr.  Ellis  was  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  P.  He  was  emphatically  self-made, 
and  proved  himself  a very  capable  business  man. 

WILLIAM  C.  DEAKIN.  The  prosperity  of 
any  community  depends  upon  its  business  activity, 
and  the  enterprise  manifest  in  commercial  circles 
is  the  foundation  upon  which  is  budded  the  material 
welfare  of  town,  State  and  nation.  The  most  im- 
portant factors  in  public  life  at  the  present  day  are 
therefore  men  who  are  in  control  of  successful  busi- 
ness interests,  and  such  a one  is  Mr.  Deakin,  who 
in  partnership  with  his  brother  now  owns  and  con- 
ducts the  largest  and  best  meat  market  in  Susque- 
hanna. 

Mr.  Deakin  was  born  in  New  Milford,  Penn., 
in  November,  1850,  a son  of  John  H.  and  Emaline 
(Stanford)  Deakin.  The  father  was  born  in  Lon- 
don, England,  in  June,  1817,  and  when  only  two 
years  old  was  brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents, 
Thomas  and  Esther  Deakin,  also  natives  of  Lon- 
don, who  settled  on  a farm  in  Silver  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  father 
died  four  years  later.  There  were  only  two  chil- 
dren in  their  family;  John  H.,  the  father  of  our 
subject ; and  Clarinda,  who  married  Garwood  Mitch- 
ell, of  Bridgewater  township,  and  died  in  Frank- 
lin township,  Susquehanna  county,  leaving  a fam- 
ily (Amanda,  one  of  her  daughters  married  Newel 
Bailey,  of  Liberty). 

After  the  death  of  his  father  John  H.  Deakin 
was  placed  in  the  home  of  a Mr.  Hillard,  of  Silver 
Lake  township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He  married 
Miss  Emaline  Stanford,  who  was  born  in  Liberty 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  January,  1823, 
a daughter  of  Dr.  Stanford,  formerly  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  they  began  housekeeping  upon  a farm  in 
Franklin  township,  after  a short  time  spent  there 
removing  to  New  Milford,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  butcher  business.  When  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  railroad  was  built,  from  Scran- 
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ton  to  Delaware  Water  Gap,  he  followed  in  the 
wake  of  the  constructors,  carrying  on  the  butcher 
business,  and  in  i860  he  opened  a market  in  Sus- 
quehanna. lie  enjoyed  a good  trade  there  until 
failing  health  caused  his  retirement  from  the  busi- 
ness, when  he  purchased  a farm  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, on  which  he  lived  for  a few  years.  Later  he 
was  again  engaged  in  butchering  in  Susquehanna 
•but  his  last  days  were  spent  with  his  son,  Henry  J., 
at  whose  home  he  died  in  1892,  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  Soon  after  attaining  Ins  ma- 
jority he  returned  to  England  on  a visit  to  his  birth- 
place and  remained  a year  in  that  country,  and  again 
in  1886,  in  company  with  our  subject,  he  visited  his 
native  land.  1 hey  crossed  the  ocean  in  the  steam- 
er "Wyoming,”  and  had  a very  enjoyable  time. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  daughter,  Airs.  L.  E.  Stanford.  The  children 
of  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows:  (1)  Jane, 
born  in  Franklin  township,  is  the  wife,  of  L.  E. 
Stanford,  of  Liberty.  (2)  Henry  J.,  born  in  the 
same  township,  in  1846,  received  a district- 
school  education,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Franklin  township.  He  married  Julia  F.l- 
dridge,  of  that  township,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, James,  Arthur  and  Bertha.  (3)  William  C., 
our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (4)  G. 
W.,  born  in  Liberty  township,  in  1858,  married  Eva 
Brown,  of  Bay  City,  Mich.,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
the  butcher  business  with  our  subject  in  Susque- 
hanna, where  besides  his  business  property  he  owns 
a fine  home.  He  has  five  children,  Ray,  May,  Rena, 
George  and  Maud.  (5)  Cornelia,  born  in  Franklin 
township,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

During  his  boyhood  William  C.  Deakin  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  the  graded  schools  of  Sus- 
quehanna, and  when  a young  man  he  learned 
the  butcher's  trade  with  his  father.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  went  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  sailed 
from  that  port  on  a steamer  running  to  Chicago. 
He  was  in  the  latter  city  at  the  time  of  the  great  fire 
which  destroyed  a large  portion  of  that  place,  and 
later  he  was  employed  as  a carpenter  there  by  Mr. 
Leiter.  After  two  years  spent  in  Chicago  he  re- 
turned to  Susquehanna,  and  as  a carpenter  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building  here  for  several  years. 
I11  1888,  in  partnership  with  his  brother  C.  W.,  he 
opened  a meat  market,  and  the}'  have  succeeded  in 
building  up  the  largest  trade  of  any  in  their  line 
in  the  city,  being  numbered  among  its  most  enterpris- 
ing, progressive  and  prosperous  business  men. 
They  own  a large  business  block  in  Susquehanna, 
which  was  erected  by  them.  In  1887  our  subject 
purchased  the  Person  farm,  one  mile  west  of  town 
on  the  Milford  road,  and  built  thereon  a fine  resi- 
dence, with  all  modern  improvements,  also  erecting 
barns  and  a large  slaughter-house,  where  he  does 
the  butchering  for  his  town  trade. 

In  Ma\\  1875,  Mr.  Deakin  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Eugenia  Carrington,  of  Oakland, 
who  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  X.  Y.,  in  1854, 
a daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Catherine  (Warner)  Car- 


rington, and  was  educated  in  the  higher  schools  of 
Susquehanna.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Susquehanna 
county  tor  five  terms.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  one  son,  William  L.,  who  was  born  in  Susque- 
hanna, in  1883,  and  is  now  a student  in  the  high 
school  of  that  place.  For  five  years  after  their  mar- 
riage they  lived  in  Great  Bend,  and  then  removed 
to  Susquehanna,  near  which  city  they  now  reside 
on  his  farm. 

Besides  the  visit  to  England  already  men- 
tioned, Mr.  Deakin  made  a business  trip  to  that 
country  in  November,  1886.  Politically  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  People’s  party,  and  he  was  a delegate 
from  his  Congressional  district  to  the  St.  Louis 
convention  in  1896.  He  takes  a deep  and  commend- 
able interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  as 
school  director  in  his  town.  Religiously  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Susquehanna,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
trustees,  and  fraternally  lie  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd"  Fellows.  His  popularity 
has  brought  him  to  the  front  as  an  advocate  of  pure 
government.  He  is  strongly  opposed  to  monopolies 
in  trade,  where  the  few  control  everything,  and 
trusts  and  combines  meet  with  no  favor  in  his  judg- 
ment. He  is  a business  man  of  considerable  ability, 
and  is  well  qualified  to  fill  any  position  which  his 
party  may  impose  upon  him.  He  enjoys  an  envia- 
ble reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing,  and  his 
friends  are  many  throughout  the  county. 

THERON  L.  SMITH,  a representative  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Lawsville,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, was  born  at  his  present  home  July  19,  1842,  and 
belongs  to  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
the  county,  his  parents  being  Lambert  and  Margaret 
( Brown ) Smith.  His  father  was  born  in  Cheshire, 
Conn.,  in  November,  1799,  a son  of  Titus  and  Cla- 
rissa (Tuttle)  Smith.  The  grandfather,  also  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  as  early  as  1797,  in  company  with  five  broth- 
ers, Ephraim,  Russell,  Lyman,  Sylvester  and  Ray- 
mond, who  located  in  Franklin  township,  each  pur- 
chasing from  100  to  200  acres  of  Air.  Laws,  who 
owned  much  of  the  land  in  that  section. 

Titus  Smith  was  the  third  son  of  Ephraim 
Smith,  of  Cheshire,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  and  was 
the  first  of  the  family  prompted  to  seek  a home  in 
the  wildernesss  of  Susquehanna  county.  He  came 
to  this  region  in  a sled  drawn  by  oxen,  the  best  con- 
veyance at  that  time,  as  the  roads  were  mere  paths 
through  the  forests.  After  selecting  a location  he 
returned  to  Connecticut  for  his  wife  and  child,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  and  here  they  began  life  in 
true  pioneer  style.  He  was  a devout  Presbyterian, 
and  was  elected  elder  of  the  Church  at  New  Afil- 
ford,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders.  He  was 
also  very  benevolent,  giving  liberally  to  the  poor 
and  needy,  and  his  wife,  who  acted  well  her  part 
in  their  new  home,  always  found  time  to  visit  the 
sick  and  afflicted,  speaking  words  of  cheer  and  com- 
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fort.  Theirs  was  a long  and  happy  married  life, 
and  both  passed  peacefully  away  in  1862,  within  a 
few  hours  Qf  each  other.  In  their  family  were  sev- 
en children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom 
(1)  Lambert,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
eldest.  (2)  Titus  married  Sarah  Green,  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  first  located  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, but  some  years  later  removed  to  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
until  he  died,  leaving  two  sons  and  two  daughters — 
Fannie,  wife  of  Charles  Herrick,  of  Binghamton; 
Cornelia;  Frank  W.,  a resident  of  Franklin  Hill, 
Susquehanna  county ; and  Henry,  who  is  married 
and  lives  in  St.  Clair,  Mich.  (3)  Betsy,  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Titus  Smith,  Sr.,  married  Philo  Smith, 
and  resided  near  Franklin  Forks.  (4)  Phyla  was 
the  wife  of  John  Green,  of  Franklin  township,  and 
both  are  now  deceased.  (5)  Anna  was  the  wife  of 
Charles  Warner,  of  the  same  township,  and  both  are 
also  deceased.  (6)  Sarah  J.  married  William  Green, 
of  Franklin  township.  (7)  Susan  married  William 
K.  Hatch,  of  Franklin  township. 

Lambert  Smith,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
reared  in  Franklin  township,  and  received  a dis- 
trict-school education.  After  his  marriage  he  cleared 
and  improved  a farm  in  that  township,  on  which  he 
made  his  home  until  about  1835,  when  he  sold  the 
place  and  moved  to  Lawsville,  engaging  in  the  manu- 
facture of  potash  for  some  years.  He  also  pur- 
chased a farm  near  the  village,  upon  which  he  erect- 
ed a good  residence  and  made  many  other 
useful  and  valuable  improvements,  and  there  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  in  1875.  He  was 
an  active  and  successful  business  man,  a pronounced 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  most  efficiently  served 
as  postmaster  of  Lawsville  for  several  years.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  Presbyterians  in  religious 
faith,  and  devoted  their  lives  to  the  interests  of  the 
Church.  She  departed  this  life  in  June,  1875.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born  five  children  who 
reached  years  of  maturity.  (1)  Juliette,  born  in 
Franklin  township,  was  educated  in  Harford  Uni- 
versity, and  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  Susquehanna  county  prior  to  her  marriage.  She 
wedded  John  C.  Trusdell,  who  studied  law  in  Mont- 
rose, Penn.,  and  later  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession  in  Fond  du  Lac  and  Berlin, 
Wis.,  where  they  made  their  home.  In  the  latter  city 
both  died,  leaving  three  sons  who'  are  still  liv- 
ing: Lambert  S.,  a resident  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa; 
Louis,  of  Savanna,  111. ; and  Harry  C.,  of  Berlin, 
Wis.  (2)  Malissa  A.,  born  in  Franklin  township, 
was  educated  in  the  higher  schools  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  and  Harford,  Penn.,  and  is  a most  refined 
and  accomplished  lady ; she  was  at  one  time  a suc- 
cessful teacher  in  the  county.  As  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  she  has  always  taken  an  act- 
ive part  in  Church  work.  (3)  Edgar,  born  in  Frank- 
lin township,  received  a good  practical  education. 
He  wedded  Mary  A.  Smith,  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  later  removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  business  until  his  death.  He  left  two  chil- 


dren : Dewitt,  now  a resident  of  Minnesota ; and 
Ada,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Wisconsin.  (4) 
Alonzo,  born  in  Franklin  township,  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  the  home  farm  and  married  Hannah 
Kingman,  a native  of  West  Virginia.  They  now 
reside  in  Medina,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  shoe  trade.  They  have  one  son,  Charles  F.,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Marquette,  Michigan. 

Theron  L.  Smith,  who  completes  the  family,- 
began  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  later 
attended  the  high  school  of  Montrose,  after  which 
he  assisted  his  father  in  business  until  after  the 
opening  of  the  Rebellion.  In  1862  he  enlisted, 
for  nine  months,  in  Company  C,  151st  P.  V.  I., 
which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  was  first  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Burnside, 
and  later  under  Gen.  Mead.  He  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville,  after  which  he  was  taken 
ill  with  typhoid  fever  and  sent  to  the  hospital.  On 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  he  w-as 
honorably  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  in  1863, 
and  returned  home. 

In  1868  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Johnston,  a daughter  of  Jerry 
and  Cornelia  Johnston,  of  Greene  county,  N.  Y., 
who  later  became  residents  of  Franklin  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  Mr.  Smith  brought  his 
bride  to  the  old  homestead  in  Lawsville,  where 
they  have  since  resided.  To  them  has  been  born 
one  son,  Louis,  now  a student  in  the  home  schools. 
Our  subject  has  been  employed  as  manager  and 
clerk  in  a general  store  in  Lawsville,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent one  of  the  stockholders  in  and  secretary  of  the 
Lawsville  Creamery.  He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  has  held  the  offices  of  collec- 
tor and  constable  of  Liberty  township,  and  is  now 
serving  his  third  term  as  justice  of  the  peace,  being 
first  elected  to  that  position  in  1878.  He  is  thor- 
oughly impartial  in  meting  out  justice,  his  opinions 
being  unbiased  by  either  fear  or  favor,  and  his  fidel- 
ity to  the  trust  reposed  in  him  is  above  question. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  No. 
338,  of  Great  Bend ; of  Southworth  Post  No.  222, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Lawsville;  and  of  the  Improved  Or- 
der of  Red  Men  at  Franklin  Forks.  He  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading  and  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Lawsville,  and  it  is,  therefore,  consistent 
that  he  be  represented  in  a work  whose  province 
is  the  portrayal  of  the  lives  of  the  prominent  men  of 
the  county. 

ARTHUR  M.  WILLIAMS,  a leading  agri- 
culturist of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
was  born  upon  his  present  farm,  April  2,  1854,  a 
son  of  Mortimer  and  Eliza  (Rounds)  Williams. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a direct  descendant  of  Roger 
Williams,  of  historic  fame,  who  was  born  in  De- 
cember, 1599,  in  Wales,  and  was  educated  for  the 
ministry,  graduating  from  Pembroke  College,  Cam- 
bridge, England.  On  February  22,  1632,  he  ar- 
rived at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  but  though  a minister  of 
the  Reformed  Church  he  was  banished  from  the 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1183 


Colony  for  advocating  the  right  of  each  individual 
to  worship  God  in  his  own  way,  and  in  1636  he 
settled  at  Providence  Plantation,  now  Providence, 
R.  I.  A history  of  Providence  showing  cuts  of  his 
old  church  is  now  in  the  possession  of  our  subject. 
Roger  Williams  died  in  1683.  The  line  of  descent 
to  Arthur  M.  Williams  is  traced  through  his  son 
Daniel,  born  in  1642,  who  died  1712;  Joseph,  who 
was  killed  in  1739,  fighting  with  the  Indians  ; Benoni, 
born  in  1716,  who  died  in  1782;  Squire,  born  in 
I753-  who  died  in  1841  ; John  J.,  born  in  1795,  who 
died  March  23,  1848;  and  Mortimer,  father  of  our 
subject. 

John  J.  Williams  came,  in  1816,  with  several 
of  his  sisters,  from  Scituate,  R.  I.,  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  Abigail  married  Pardon  Churchill, 
and  Bathsheba  became  the  wife  of  Williams  Church- 
ill, and  tliev  and  their  children  were  active  and 
prominent  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  section. 
Air.  Williams  was  a shoemaker,  and  followed  his 
trade  for  several  years,  after  his  marriage,  however, 
settling  on  the  place  afterward  owned  by  his  son 
Mortimer,  where  he  engaged  successfully  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  On  June  20,  1823,  he  married 
Esther  Dimmick,  daughter  of  Capt.  Edward  Dim- 
mick,  and  she  survived  him  until  1879,  passing  away 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Children  as  follows 
blessed  this  union:  Mortimer  (who  occupied  the 
homestead),  Dimmick,  Edgar,  Harry  L.  and  John 
J.  (of  Schuylkill  county),  Rev.  Benjamin  F.,  Emel- 
ine  (wife  of  D.  K.  Oakley)  and  Gulielma  (wife 
of  John  F.  Stewart). 

Mortimer  Williams  was  born  March  18,  1824, 
in  Herrick  township.  Throughout  life  he  followed 
farming  with  good  success,  became  quite  well-to- 
do,  and  was  honored  with  a number  of  township 
offices  which  he  most  creditably  filled,  including 
those  of  auditor,  clerk,  assessor,  supervisor  and 
school  director.  He  married,  December  2,  1846, 
Eliza  Rounds,  a native  of  Jackson  township,  and  of 
their  four  children:  Arthur  M.  is  the  only  one  now 
living;  Edgar  A.  died  February  1,  1864;  Rosa  B., 
January  30,  1864;  and  Raymond,  April  9,  1870. 
Mortimer  Williams  died  at  the  present  home  of  our 
subject,  February  23,  1894,  aged  sixty-nine  years, 
and  his- wife  passed  away  May  14,  1892,  aged  sixty- 
five  years,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in 
the  Uniondale  cemetery.  They  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  much 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  and  has 
spent  his  entire  life  upon  his  present  farm,  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  neat  and  thrifty 
appearance  of  his  place  plainly  indicates  that  he 
thoroughly  understands  his  chosen  calling,  and  he 
is  meeting  wth  excellent  success.  His  political  sup- 
port is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has 
served  as  school  director  for  ten  years  and  town- 
ship auditor  for  the  past  year.  He,  too,  is  a mem- 


ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  held  in  high 
regard  by  his  neighbors  and  friends. 

In  Uniondale,  October  4,  1876,  Mr.  Williams 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Kate  A.  Mills, 
and  they  have  three  children:  Rennie  M.,  born  Janu- 
ary 25,  1879;  Hugh  T.,  born  November  11,  1882; 
and  Delph'ine  E.,  born  October  20,  1889.  Mrs.  Will- 
iams was  born  in  Uniondale,  November  17,  1855, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Trevenen  Mills, -an  extensive 
farmer  of  that  place,  who  was  born  in  Cornwall, 
England,  December  18,  1827.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents, William  and  Ann  (Trevenen)  Mills,  were 
also  natives  of  England,  where  the  former  died  in 
1830.  In  i860  the  grandmother  came  to  America 
and  made  her  home  with  her  children  in  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  son  Richard, 
November  2,  1874,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years 
and  three  days,  and  was  buried  in  Pleasant  Mount 
cemetery.  Pier  children  were  as  follows : William, 
born  August  4,  1812,  died  in  Pleasant  Mount,  March 

I,  1893;  Ann,  born  August  6,  1813,  married  John 
Bowden,  and  is  now  deceased ; Catherine,  born 
January  13,  1815,  married  William  Giles,  and  is  also 
deceased;  Henry,  born  September  18,  1816,  is  a 
farmer  in  England;  Betsy,  born  March  17,  1818, 
married  Richard  Phillips,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Thomas,  born  February  17,  1820,  died  in  England; 
John  and  Mary,  twins,  were  born  October  3,  1822, 
and  the  former  died  in  England,  while  the  latter 
married  R.  C.  Arthur,  and  died  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.;  Richard,  born  July  29,  1824,  is  a farmer  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county ; Emma,  born 
June  9,  1826,  is  the  widow  of  Francis  James,  of 
Mt.  Pleasant  township;  and  Trevenen  completes 
the  family. 

In  Cornwall,  England,  Trevenen  Mills  grew 
to  manhood,  and  was  married  in  St.  Breock  parish, 
January  5,  1852,  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Arthur,  also 
a native  of  Cornwall,  born  November  15,  1826,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Jane  Arthur,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  as  farming  people  in  England.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mills  had  the  following  children : Sarah 

J. ,  born  July  23,  1853,  is  the  wife  of  J.  P.  H.  Raynor, 
teller  in  the  Miners  & Mechanics  Bank  of  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn. ; Kate  A.,  wife  of  our  subject,  is  next 
in  the  order  of  birth;  John  T.,  born  August  30, 
1857,  died  December  10,  1893,  married  Clara  E. 
Lewis,  of  Uniondale ; and  Emma,  born  June  20, 
1862,  is  the  wife  of  Clarence  W.  Pierce,  a coal 
merchant  of  Ithaca,  New  York. 

The  wedding  journey  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills 
was  a voyage  to  the  United  States.  They  located 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  worked  for  a farmer  one  year,  and  the  following; 
year  rented  a farm  on  shares.  He  then  purchased  a 
part  of  his  present  farm  near  Uniondale,  paying  $1,- 
500  for  an  eighty-five-acre  tract.  He  paid  $500 
down,  and  the  remainder  within  nine  years,  before 
it  was  due.  He  now  has  a fine  farm  of  200  acres. 
He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  has  served  as  school 
director  nine  years,  poormaster  at  intervals  for 
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twenty  years,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  city 
council  since  Uniondale  was  organized  with  the 
exception  of  a few  years.  He  is  an  active  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
that  place,  and  has  served  as  elder  for  several  years. 

BRUCE  B.  BUFFUM  is  a merchant,  by  edu- 
cation and  by  natural  inclination.  His  father  built 
up  in  Friendsville,  Susquehanna  county,  a most 
profitable  mercantile  business,  and  his  trade  has 
been  assumed  and  greatly  enlarged  by  our  subject, 
who  ranks  as  one  of  the  successful  and  active  busi- 
ness men  of  Susquehanna  county. 

Mr.  Buffuni  was  born  in  Friendsville,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1863,  son  of  William  and  Eliza  J.  (Rice) 
Buffuni.  His  father  was  born  in  Apolacon  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  in  1829,  son  of  Robert 
and  Messina  Buffuni,  who  migrated  to  the  township 
in  an  early  day  from  Connecticut.  Robert  Buffuni 
was  a tax  payer  in  old  Choconut  township  ( now 
Apolacon)  in  1815,  and  his  sons  David  and  Charles 
were  tax  payers  in  Apolacon  in  1847. 

William  Buffuni  had  meager  educational  advan- 
tages in  his  youth,  and  was  inured  to  toil  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  pioneer  life.  However,  he  attend- 
ed during  the  winter  months  such  schools  as  were 
conducted  in  the  locality,  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  his  mental  attainments  were  stimulated  by  his 
marriage  to  Eliza  Rice.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Ezra  Rice,  one  of  the  first  school  teachers  in  For- 
est Lake  township,  who  was  well  skilled  in  mathe- 
matics and  other  branches  of  learning,  and  one  of 
the  finest  grammarians  in  the  county;  he  taught 
school  in  all  twenty-five  years,  for  a number  of 
winters  at  his  own  home,  there  being  no  school 
houses  in  the  vicinity.  Eliza  Rice,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  also  for  a number  of  years  a school 
teacher,  having  received  a good  education  from  her 
father. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  in  1853,  William  Buf- 
fum  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Apolacon 
township  in  a limited  way.  About  1857  he  removed 
to  Friendsville,  where  he  operated  a general  store 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1881.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  influence,  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
a leader  in  the  affairs  of  that  party  in  Apolacon 
township.  He  held  many  of  the  local  offices  and 
was  unusually  popular  among  the  people.  Frater- 
nally he  was  a Free  Mason.  His  estimable  wife  died 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  in  Union,  N.  Y.,  in 
1898.  To  A illiani  and  Eliza  Buffuni  were  born 
six  children : Helen,  the  eldest,  died  when  one  year 
old;  Isabel  was  first  married  to  George  M.  Keeler, 
and  subsequently  to  J.  Coughlin ; they  now  reside 
in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  William  died  when  three 
years  old.  Bruce  B.,  our  subject,  was  the  fourth 
child.  George  L.,  born  in  Friendsville  in  1866,  mar- 
ried Clara  Brister,  of  Birchardville,  where  he  en- 
gaged for  some  time  in  mercantile  business,  and 
he  is  now  proprietor  of  a creamery  at  Union  Center, 
Broome  Co.,  N.  ''t . ; they  have  two  sons — Ira  and 
Allison.  Lorena,  the  youngest,  married  W.  D. 


Gould,  proprietor  of  a large  creamery  at  Little 
Meadows. 

Bruce  B.  Buffman  was  reared  to  mercantile  life 
in  his  father’s  store,  attending  school  during  the 
winter  months.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  in 
1881,  his  interests  were  managed  by  our  subject 
and  his  mother  until  the  former  attained  his  ma- 
jority, in  1884,  when  he  purchased  from  his  mother 
and  the  other  heirs  the  entire  business,  which  he 
has  since  carried  on  in  his  own  name.  He  has  pros- 
pered, conducting  the  business  on  sound  principles, 
and  he  now  carries  an  extensive  stock  of  goods. 

Mr.  Buffuni  was  married,  in  September,  1887, 
to  Miss  Gussie  Doud,  who  was  born  in  1862  in 
Wyoming'  county,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Enieline  Doud,  pioneers  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  received  a liberal  education  in  the  schools  of 
Wyoming  and  Susquehanna  counties.  She  is  one  of 
a family  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom — Milo 
(a  resident  of  Bloomsburg,  N.  J.),  Jacob  (a  resi- 
dent of  San  Francisco,  Cal.)  and  Gussie — survive. 
Milo  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war  in  1862, 
becoming  a member  of  Company  D,  nth  Regiment 
Penn.  Yol.  Cav.,  2d  Brigade,  Kautz’  Cav.  Div., 
Army  of  the  James,  and  took  part  in  eight  battles: 
Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  October  7;  Fair  Oaks, 
October  13;  Seven  Pines,  October  27;  New  Market 
Heights,  December  10,  1864;  Dinwiddie  Court 

House,  April  1 ; Deep  Creek,  April  6 ; Anilie  Court 
House,  April  6,  and  Appomattox  Court  House,. 
April  9,  1865.  Lorenzo,  one  of  the  deceased 

brothers  of  Mrs.  Buffuni,  belonged  to  the  same 
company  and  regiment,  and  was  in  the  battles, 
first  and  second,  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  June  16, 
1864 ; on  the  Wilson  Raid,  two  battles  being 
fought ; and  in  many  other  engagements ; he  died 
while  in  the  service,  of  typhoid  fever. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  wife  consists  of 
four  children:  William  W.,  born  August  25,  1888; 

Harry  H.,  born  November  19,  1892;  Charles  C., 
born  October  31,  1896,  who  died  August  24,  1899, 
aged  two  years  and  nine  months;  and  Frederick 
F.,  born  August  2,  1898.  Mrs.  Buffuni  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Buffuni  owns  a large  amount  of  real  estate 
in  the  town  of  F’riendsville,  as  well  as  farm  land  in 
Susquehanna  county.  For  the  past  three  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  buying  all  kinds  of  live  stock, 
which  he  ships  to  New  York  and  to  Newark,  N.  J. 
Politically  he  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  has  never  aspired  to  politi- 
cal preferment,  but  his  name  has  been  carried  a 
number  of  times  by  his  friends  to  conventions  for 
various  county  offices,  and  on  August  .23,  1899,  at 
the  Democratic  convention,  he  was  nominated  for 
the  position  of  county  recorder,  to  which  he  was 
elected  by  a majority  of  325,  though  the  county  is 
Republican  by  1,500.  He  is  the  first  Democrat 
elected  to  this  incumbency  since  the  war,  and  no 
further  comment  on  his  popularity  is  necessary. 
He  has  capably  filled  a number  of  local  offices  in 
his  town,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  school  board. 
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Mr.  Buffum  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  in  his  section  of  the  county,  and  his 
reputation  is  that  of  an  upright  and  honorable  citi- 
zen. His  dealings  with  his  fellow  men  have  ever 
been  characterized  by  fairness,  and  he  holds  the 
high  respect  and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 

THOMAS  KNAPP,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Preston  township,  and  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Wayne  county, 
his  birth  occurring  in  Starrucca,  May  26,  1841.  His 
parents,  William  and  Julia  (Hine)  Knapp,  had  three 
sons  who  responded  to  their  country’s  call  for  aid 
during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  the  others 
being  Ira,  who  was  killed  in  front  of  Petersburg; 
and  John,  who  was  wounded  in  the  service. 

In  1861  Thomas  Knapp  enlisted  in  Capt.  Oliver 
Mumford’s  Company,  which  was  raised  in  Star- 
rucca and  vicinity,  and  became  a part  of  the  56th  P. 
V.  I.  In  three  different  battles  he  was  wounded, 
once  in  the  right  shoulder,  and  at  another  time  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Rebels,  who  at  the  end  of  the 
first  week  of  captivity  took  him  to  Columbia,  S.  C. 
From  there  he  was  sent  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  after 
being  paroled  rejoined  his  regiment.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Rappahannock  Station,  Sul- 
phur Springs,  Gainesville,  Groveton,  Second  Bull 
Run,  South  Mountain,  Antietam  (first  and  second), 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  the  Wilderness, 
the  seven-days  fight,  and  other  engagements  in  which 
his  regiment  took  part.  Col.  Osborn  and  other 
comrades  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of 
his  bravery  and  valor  on  the  battlefield. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Knapp  mar- 
ried Mrs.  M.  C.  Thurston,  widow  of  Henry  Thurs- 
ton, who  died  in  the  service  of  his  country,  leaving 
one  son,  Frank.  To  this  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Jennie,  now  the  wife  of  Howard  Wolfe,  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Frederick  D.,  of  Preston. 
After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  children,  Mr. 
Knapp  married  Miss  Phebe  Carpenter,  a daughter 
of  John  Carpenter,  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
by  this  union  Mr.  Knapp  also  has  two  children. 

Although  our  subject  still  suffers  from  the 
wounds  received  in  the  army,  he  is  always  cheerful, 
and  his  genial,  pleasant  disposition  wins  for  him 
the  friendship  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a promin- 
ent member  of  Capt.  Oliver  Mumford  Post,  No. 
373>  G.  A.  R.,  of  Starrucca,  and  in  politics  is  an 
ardent  Republican. 

NAAMAN  M.  TINGLEY,  the  genial  proprie- 
tor of  the  hotel  at  Hopbottom,  and  one  of  its  most 
estimable  citizens,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  families  of  Susquehanna 
county.  His  great-grandfather,  Elkana  Tingley, 
was  born  in  1760,  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha  Ting- 
ley,  and  migrated  with  his  family  in  1795  from 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  locating  on  200  acres  of  land  in 

Harford  township,  adjoining  the  Nine  Partners 
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settlement.  He  died  in  1838.  His  eldest  son, 
Darius  Tingley,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried Miss  Sabra  Yoemans,  and  settled  on  fifty  acres 
of  the  homestead,  to  which  he  afterward  made  large 
additions,  becoming  a prominent  general  farmer 
of  Harford  township.  He  died  in  1839,  leaving  a 
family  of  nine  children : Calista,  who  married  Luke 
Bennett,  of  Lenox  township ; Naaman,  of  Harford 
township ; Philena,  wife  of  Hazard  Powers,  of  Gib- 
son; Freeman,  of  Harford;  Truman,  of  Harford; 
Almon,  father  of  our  subject,  born  May  2,  1814; 
Melia,  wife  of  Rufus  Russell,  of  Tunkhannock; 
Sabra  C.,  wife  of  Timothy  Carpenter,  of  South  Gib- 
son; and  Sally  Charlotte,  wife  of  Joseph  Oakley, 
of  Brooklyn. 

Almon  Tingley  married  Mary  E.  Scovell,  who 
was  born  in  Harford  township  in  1815.  He  be- 
came an  extensive  farmer  of  Harford  township, 
owning  a farm  of  200  acres.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  He  died  April  20,  1894,  when  nearly 
eighty  years  of  . age.  To  Almon  and  Mary  Tingley 
were  born  eight  children,  namely : Rosalia,  who 

married  Wesley  Reese,  of  Hopbottom,  and  is  now 
deceased ; Scovell,  who  lived  at  Unadilla,  N.  Y.r 
and  is  now  deceased;  Naaman  M.,  subject  of  this 
sketch ; Stephen)  a merchant  of  Great  Bend ; D.  D.,. 
who  for  many  years  conducted  a hotel  in  New  York 
State,  and  now  resides  at  Hopbottom;  James  C.,  a 
farmer  of  Nicholson,  Penn. ; Alice,  wife  of  Edgar 
Van  Loan,  of  Harford;  and  Mary  Eugenia,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Harford  township 
February  5,  1841,  was  reared  in  that  township,  and 
received  a good  common-school  education,  remain- 
ing at  home  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
when  he  began  farming  for  himself.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  Lenox  township,  April  1,  1870,  to  Caroline 
Van  Loan,  daughter  of  John  and  Polly  Van  Loan, 
of  New  York,  and  their  family  consists  of  two  chil- 
dren— Rosalia,  born  June  13,  1875,  and  Rual  D., 
born  December  25,  1880.  In  1880  our  subject  pur- 
chased a well-improved  farm  of  thirty-six  acres  in 
Lenox  township,  where  he  lived  for  five  years,  en- 
gaged in  general  farming.  He  was  then  employed 
for  three  years  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad.  In  1898  he  removed  to  Hopbot- 
tom, renting  of  Mr.  Tennet,  of  Clark’s  Summit, 
Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  the  hotel  in  that  village, 
where  he  has  been  favored  with  a liberal  patronage, 
possessing  as  he  does  those  admirable  and  genial 
traits  which  to  the  hotel  proprietor  are  almost  in- 
valuable. He  is  also  engaged  in  the  livery  business. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  He  is  a member  of 
Harford  Lodge  No.  635,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  also 
been  a prominent  member  of  the  local  Grange. 

AMASA  ROBERTS,  a wide-awake  and  ener- 
getic farmer  of  Bridgewater  township,  has  spent 
his  entire  life  in  Susquehanna  county,  his  birth  oc- 
curring in  Dimock  township,  October  11,  1847.  He 
is  a representative  of  one  of  its  honored  pioneer 
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families,  his  grandfather,  Horatio  Roberts,  having 
located  in  Dimock  township  when  this  region  was  al- 
most a vast  wilderness  and  was  the  haunt  of  many- 
wild  beasts.  In  the  midst  of  the  forest  he  cleared 
and  developed  a farm  which  became  the  homestead 
of  the’  family.  He  was  born  in  one  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  and  married  a Miss  Wells,  by  whom 
he  had  six  children,  namely : Sallie,  Charles,  Ada- 
line  Eliza,  Horace  and  William. 

Charles  Roberts,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Dimock  township,  and  was 
there  reared  to  habits  of  honesty,  industry  and 
thrift.  He  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  the  land 
and  placing  it  under  cultivation,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage came  into  possession  of  part  of  the  farm,  on 
which  he  and  his  wife  made  their  home  until  called 
to  their  final  rest.  Politically  he  was  first  a Whig 
and  later  a Republican,  and  he  always  took  an  act- 
ive and  commendable  interest  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  welfare  of  his  community  and  the 
country  at  large.  In  early  life  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  Shelp,  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  a daughter  of  Nathaniel  Shelp,  who  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  Five  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  of  whom  Amasa  is  the  eldest ; Arietta  is 
the  wife  of  Canfield  Estus,  of  Jessup  township ; 
Cyrus  is  a resident  of  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county;  Frederick  lives  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship ; and  Alice,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Henry 
Quick.  The  father  of  these  children  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight  years,  the  mother  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
them. 

In  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of 
his  day  Amasa  Roberts  spent  his  early  life,  receiv- 
ing a fair  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
county.  On  January  24,  1871,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Amelia  F.  Stone,  of  Bridgewa- 
ter township,  whose  parents,  Apollo  and  Lavina 
(Root)  Stone,  made  their  home  in  Montrose;  they 
were  earnest,  consistent  Christian  people.  Their 
family  numbered  three  children : Harry,  a resident 
of  Bridgewater,  Penn. ; Amelia,  wife  of  our  subject ; 
and  Harmon,  a resident  of  Montrose.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  one  son,  Charles,  who  was  born 
September  3,  1871,  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
and  on  December  24,  1892,  married  Lovina  Lina- 
berry,  a daughter  of  Alfred  and  Sarah  C.  (Lott) 
Linaberry,  of  Rush  township.  He  was  elected  tax 
collector  in  that  township  in  1897,  to  serve  six 
years,  and  is  now  acceptably  filling  the  office  of  con- 
stable, to  which  he  has  been  elected  for  six  years. 
For  three  years  he  was  a member  of  Company  G, 
13th  N.  G.  P.,  and  was  on  duty  during  the  Home- 
stead riots.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Eva  K.,  who  is  a daughter  of  his  sister, 
Alice  A.  Quick 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Roberts  located  in  the 
southern  part  of  Bridgewater  township,  where  in 
1893  he  purchased  li'is  present  farm,  known  as  the 
Montrose  and  Bridgewater  asylum  farm.  It  is 


pleasantly  located  two  and  one-half  miles  from 
Montrose,  and  contains  127  acres  of  well-improved 
and  highly-cultivated  land.  There  is  a good  frame 
residence  upon  the  place,  substantial  barns  and  out- 
buildings, together  with  all  the  other  accessories  and 
conveniences  found  upon  a model  nineteenth  century 
farm.  Here  Mr.  Roberts  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  dairying,  and  is  meeting  with  a well- 
merited  success  in  his  undertakings.  As  the  eldest 
child,  when  his  father  died  it  became  his  duty  to 
look  after  the  mother  and  younger  children,  which 
he  cheerfully  did.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a Republican,  and  he  is  now  filling  the  office  of  su- 
pervisor of  his  township,  which  he  has  held  for  two 
terms,  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  the  public. 

CHARLES  G.  WIRTH.  Our  German-born 
citizens  are  usually  models  of  thrift  and  enterprise, 
'and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well-known  agri- 
culturist of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  an  excellent  example,  his  fine  farm  near 
New  Milford  village  having  been  acquired  through 
his  own  industry  and  careful  management.  It  is 
beautifully  located  on  a hill,  commanding  a charm- 
ing view,  and  contains  133  acres  of  land,  all  well 
adapted  to  general  farming. 

Mr.  Wirth  was  born  September  12,  1855,  in 
Baden,  Germany,  where  his  ancestors  in  both  lines 
have  resided  for  many  generations.  Jacob  Wirth, 
his  father,  was  a farmer  in  Baden,  where  he  died  in 
1870,  aged  forty-four  years.  His  first  wife,  Cath- 
erine (Lights),  our  subject’s  mother,  died  in  1857, 
aged  twenty-four,  and  he  then  married  her  sister 
Elizabeth.  By  the  first  marriage  he  had  three  chil- 
dren : Elizabeth,  who  married  Jacob  Fogle,  a butch- 
er, and  died  in  Carlsruhe,  Germany,  in  1898 ; Jacob, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ; and  Charles  G., 
our  subject.  There  were  also  three  children  by  the 
second  union,  namely:  Barbara  (wife  of  Charles 

Re'inholz),  Frederick  (a  baker  by  trade),  and  Ja- 
cob, all  now  living  in  Germany. 

Our  subject  was  seventeen  and  one-half  years 
old  when  he  left  home  to  come  to  America,  and  he 
had  no  capital  except  his  ability  and  energy.  The 
ocean  voyage  lasted  thirteen  days,  and  the  ship  he 
came  in  recently  sank  with  about  1.300  people  on 
board.  On  landing  in  New  York  Mr.  Wirth  spent 
a short  time  in  looking  at  points  of  interest,  and 
then  went  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  to  take  a position  as 
a clerk  in  a grocery  store  for  an  uncle,  Charles. 
Wirth.  Finding  the  business  too  confining,  he  gave 
it  up  after  three  months,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  finding  employment  on  the  farm  of  Freder- 
ick Miller,  of  Brooklyn  township,  with  whom  he 
remained  six  months,  receiving  $10  per  month. 
Realizing  the  value  of  an  education,  he  attended 
school  during  the  following  winter,  and  for  four 
years  he  was  employed  eight  months  in  the  year  by 
different  farmers,  spending  the  winter  season  in 
school.  During  the  second  year  he  worked  for 
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James  Sterling  (now  deceased),  and  he  then  spent 
one  season  with  Daniel  Westbrook,  two  with  Fred- 
erick Jewett,  one  with  Nathan  Jewett,  a broth- 
er, and  one  with  William  Curtis.  He  continued  to 
work  as  a farm  laborer  until  1880,  when  he  pur- 
chased sixty  acres  of  his  present  homestead,  his 
subsequent  additions  being  made  as  his  means 
would  allow.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  and 
is  also  engaged  to  some  extent  in  dairying,  of  which 
he  makes  a success.  He  is  a Republican  in  pol- 
itics, and  for  the  past  six  years  has  held  the  office 
of  township  auditor.  His  influence  can  be  relied 
upon  in  aid  of  any  progressive  movement,  and  he 
is  especially  interested  in  educational  affairs.  In 
October,  1877,  Mr.  Wirth  made  a visit  to  his  old 
home  and  friends  in  Germany,  returning  the  fol- 
lowing January. 

On  March  18,  1880,  our  subject  was  married, 
at  New  Milford,  to  Miss  Eliza  G.  Warner,  and 
three  children  have  blessed  the  union,  viz. : Jen- 

nie K.,  born  January  27,  1881  ; George  P.,  born  July 
20,  1884;  and  Louise  M.,  born  July  11,  1893.  The 
family  attend  the  Baptist  Church,  but  Mr.  Wirth 
is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  although  no 
society  of  that  denomination  exists  in  his  vicinity. 

Mrs.  Eliza  (Warner)  Wirth  is  a member  of  a 
well-known  pioneer  family,  her  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, Timothy  and  Lydia  (Platt)  Warner,  having 
came  from  Connecticut  at  an  early  day,  to  set- 
tle upon  a farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Her  father,  Ansel  Warner,  was  a 
prominent  farmer  there  for  many  years,  but  his 
last  days  were  spent  in  retirement  at  the  home  of 
our  subject,  his  death  occurring  March  21,  1893, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  He  married  Miss  Marv 
J.  Cook,  a native  of  New  York  State,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Harry  Cook  (who  settled  some  vears  later 
in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county)  and'his 
wife,  Eliza  Grover,  who  died  in  New  York  State. 
Mrs.  Mary  Warner  was  a devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church;  her  death  occurred  in  Brook- 
lyn township,  Susquehanna  county,  October  7,  1889, 
when  she  was  aged  fifty-five  years  and  ten  months. 
She  was  buried  in  a cemetery  in  that  township, 
-where  her  husband’s  remains  were  also  taken  for 
interment.  Mrs.  Wirth,  who  was  born  August  26, 
1854,  in  Bridgewater  township,  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  four  children,  the  others  being:  Lillice 

E.,  wife  of  Bennett  Freeman,  a farmer  in  Bridge- 
water  township;  Edison  M.,  who  died  October  12, 
1887:  and  Gordon  D.,  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

RALPH  F.  HOWARD  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  representative  citizens  of  Thompson,  and  is  now 
acceptably  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  that 
village.  He  takes  quite  an  active  and  influential 
part  in  political  affairs,  and  whether  in  public  or 
private  life,  he  is  always  a courteous,  genial  gentle- 
man, well  deserving  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is 
held. 


Mr.  Howard  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  N. 
Y.,  April  10,  1846,  a son  of  Francis  and  Emma 
(Mosher)  Howard,  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State,  the  former  born  in  Monroe  county,  in  1815, 
the  latter  in  Oswego  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1826.  The 
father  was  descended  from  an  old  New  Enffiand 

o 

family  and  was  a son  of  Noah  Howard,  who  lived 
in  Vermont  and  died  in  young  manhood.  In  his 
family  were,  seven  children:  Francis,  Noah,  Fred- 

rick, Angeline,  Adaline,  Jane  and  Alice.  Francis  was 
a well  educated  man  and  for  many  years  a promi- 
nent teacher  and  professor  in  the  higher  graded 
schools.  He  also  served  as  county  superintendent 
of  schools  in  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  for  one  term. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  leaving  a wife 
and  five  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Mon- 
roe county,  N.  Y.  They  were  as  follows : ( 1 ) 

brederick,  who  is  engaged  in  putting  down  artesian 
wells,  married  a Miss  McCullom,  of  Michigan, 
where  they  now  reside,  and  they  have  five  children 
— Bert,  Frank,  Nina,  Ernest  and  Daisy.  (2)  Wal- 
lace, a sailor  on  the  ocean,  was  in  California  when 
last  heard  from,  ten  years  ago.  (3)  Helen  mar- 
ried E.  Hartshorn,  of  Monroe  county  N.  Y.,  where 
she  died.  (4)  Mary  married  S.  O.  Shoemaker, 
of  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  who  is  now  engaged 
in  business  as  an  electrician  in  Waverly,  that  State, 
and  they  have  three  sons — Lewis,  Fred  and  Frank 

Ralph  F.  Howard,  who  completes  the  family, 
passed  the  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  in  his 
native  county,  principally  as  a student  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  Fie  then  entered  the  Union  army 
as  a member  of  Battery  F,  3rd  Pennsylvania 
Heavy  Artillery,  under  Capt.  John  A.  Blake  and 
Col.  Joseph  Roberts.  The  regiment  being  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  James,  he  participated  in  the 
sieges  of  Suffolk  and  Smithfield,  but  was  on  de- 
tached duty  most  of  the  time.  In  October,  1864, 
he  was  attached  to  Company  C,  188th  P.  V.  I.,  un- 
der Capt.  Lewis  Ull,  and  his  first  engagement  after 
joining  that  command  was  the  battle  at  Chapman 
farm.  Fie  was  then  on  picket  duty  at  that  place 
until  March,  1865,  when  the  regiment  marched  to 
Fredericksburg  and  with  their  brigade  took  part  in 
a battle  before  Richmond.  They  were  also  in  a 
number  of  skirmishes  and  were  on  provost  duty  after 
Lee’s  surrender  until  June,  1865.  The  regiment 
guarded  Jefferson  Davis  and  other  Rebel  prisoners 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  remaining  at  Camp  Ham- 
ilton until  September,  when  our  subject  was  as- 
signed to  Company  F,  which  was  detailed  to  take 
charge  of  the  freedman’s  bureau,  and  were  stationed 
most  of  the  time  at  Yorktown.  They  were  mus- 
tered out  at  Fortress  Monroe,  November  9,  1865. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Howard  came  to  Waymart, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  learned  the  wagon- 
maker's  trade,  and  continued  to  work  at  the  same 
at  that  place  until  1869,  when  he  removed  to  Star- 
rucca,  the  same  county.  Later  he  worked  at  his 
trade  in  different  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York  for  some  time.  In  1876  he  married  Miss 
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Amanda  Brown,  a daughter  of  Elisha  and  Maria 
Brown,  who  belonged  to  prominent  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  Jackson,  Susquehanna  county.  She  was 
born  in  1846,  was  educated  in  the  graded  schools 
of  Wayne  county,  and  for  twenty-seven  terms  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  in  the  district  schools. 
By  her  marriage  to  our  subject  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  one  daughter,  Estelle,  born  in  Jackson, 
in  November,  1879.  She  attended  the  graded 
schools  of  Thompson  and  Starrucca,  where  she  was 
graduated,  and  is  now  a student  at  Wyoming  Sem- 
inary, Kingston,  Penn.,  and  she  is  a young  lady  of 
culture  and  refinement,  quite  popular  in  social 
circles. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eloward  commenced  married  life 
in  Jackson,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  until  1882,  our  subject  being  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  In  that  year  they  removed  to 
Starrucca,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  also 
followed  farming  until  coming  to  Thompson  in 
1894.  For  a year  and  a half  he  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  trade  as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Under- 
wood & Howard,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  sold 
his  interest  in  the  business  in  order  to  give  his  en- 
tire time  and  attention  to  his  official  duties,  having 
been  elected  councilman  and  collector  of  the  bor- 
ough. He  is  still  filling  those  offices  in  a most  cred- 
itable and  satisfactory  manner,  and  since  1898  has 
also  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  school  di- 
rector. He  is  also  mercantile  appraiser  for  Susque- 
hanna county.  In  business  affairs  he  has  met  with 
well  deserved  success  and  is  the  owner  of  consider- 
able property.  In  1896  he  purchased  the  Searle 
home  in  Thompson,  one  of  the  handsome  and  pala- 
tial homes  of  that  town,  and  also  owns  real  estate  in 
Starrucca  and  Susquehanna.  Politically  he  is  a 
pronounced  Republican,  and  socially  is  a member 
of  Freedom  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Jackson.  He  and 
his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Thompson,  and  are  charitable  and  benevolent, 
the  poor  and  needy  always  finding  in  them  a friend. 
Pleasant  and  genial  at  all  times,  Mr.  Howard  has 
become  one  of  the  most  popular  and  prominent  men 
of  his  town. 

J.  PARKER  DEVINE.  Among  the  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens  of  Rush  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  there  is  probably  none  who  en- 
joys in  a greater  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow  men  than  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  article. 

Mr.  Devine  was  born  on  a farm  adjoining  that 
on  which  he  now  resides,  March  19,  1829,  a son  of 
George  and  Susan  (Haverly)  Devine,  the  former 
a native  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  also 
born  in  that  State.  They  became  acquainted  and 
wc,e  married  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  throughout  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  He  served  as  a private  in  the  war 
of  1812.  He  died  in  March,  1882,  aged  eighty- 


seven  years,  his  wife  in  November,  i847>  aged  fifty 
two  years.  Their  children  were  Mary  A.,  deceased 
wife  of  Daniel  Seely;  Daniel  H.,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried Eliza  Lott;  Sally,  widow  of  Smith  James,  a 
farmer  of  Rush  township;  John,  deceased,  who  first 
married  Lucy  White,  and  second  Hulda  White;  J. 
Parker,  our  subject;  Norman,  a farmer  of  Forest 
Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who  married 
Betsy  A.  Carter ; and  George  W.,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township,  who  married  Adeline  Whittaker.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Michael  and 
Polly  Devine,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married 
in  New  York  State,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  about  1829,  a few  years  after  their  son 
George  located  here.  The  grandfather  died  in  1832, 
at  an  advanced  age.  His  children  were  William, 
Jacob,  George  (father  of  our  subject),  Hiram,  John, 
Henry,  Samuel,  and  Polly  (who  first  married  a Mr. 
Fryer,  and  second  a Mr.  Spearback). 

Until  attaining  his  majority  J.  Parker  Devine 
remained  under  the  parental  roof,  and  then  started 
out  in  life  for  himself  as  an  agriculturist,  to  which 
pursuit  he  had  been  reared.  He  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm,  comprising  130  acres,  which  he  has  since 
placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  suc- 
cessfully operated.  He  has  prospered  in  his  chosen 
calling,  and  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  community.  He  has  been 
honored  with  a number  of  official  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility,  having  served  as  auditor,  three 
years ; assessor,  four  years ; and  school  director  and 
supervisor,  three  years  each.  In  political  sentiment 
he  is  a Republican,  and  in  his  Church  relations  is 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination. 

In  1850  Mr.  Devine  was  married,  in  Rush,  to 
Miss  Hannah  Deuel,  a native  of  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  who  died  February  24, 
1861,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  Her  par- 
ents, Ira  and  Sophia  (Stoddard)  Deuel,  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  and  in  an 
early  day  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  days.  By  this  marriage  our 
subject  bad  two  children:  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife 
of  William  Tupper,  an  auctioneer  of  Woodbine, 
Iowa ; and  George,  a speculator  of  Wayne,  Ne- 
braska. 

Mr.  Devine  was  again  married,  at  Springville, 
Susquehanna  county,  August  30,  1862,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Mary  Terry,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  four  children,  namelyj  Emma,  now 
the  wife  of  Jesse  Edwards,  a farmer  of  Forest  Lake 
township ; John,  a farmer  of  Rush  township,  who 
married  Blennie  Abbot ; Sarah,  wife  of  Calvin  Kin- 
ney, a farmer  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; and  Olin,  who  married  Edith  Warner,  and 
lives  on  the  home  farm  with  our  subject.  Mrs. 
Devine  was  born  in  Rush  township,  December  16, 
1845,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Deuel) 
Terry,  natives  of  Rush  and  Forest  Lake  townships, 
respectively.  The  father  spent  his  entire  life  upon 
one  farm,  was  a man  of  prominence  in  the  com- 
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munity,  and  held  a number  of  township  offices.  He 
died  in  February,  1898,  aged  eighty-two  years,  the 
mother  April  5,  1898,  aged  seventy-five,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Snyder's  cemetery,  Rush  town- 
ship. They  held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Their  children  were  Mary,  wife  of 
our  subject;  William,  who  married  Elizabeth  Mil- 
lard, and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; and  Daniel,  who  mar- 
ried Mamie  Dewers,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Mrs.  Devine’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
Ichabod  and  Lucy  (Metcalf)  Terry. 

LINFORD  MARSH  (deceased).  Few  men  in 
Stroudsburg  have  enjoyed  the  popularity  which 
brightened  the  pathway  of  this  in  his  lifetime  ex- 
cellent citizen,  who  was  serving  as  tax  collector  of 
that  borough  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  Although 
he  was  a stanch  Democrat,  and  the  town  is  as 
strongly  Republican,  his  majority  at  the  last  election 
exceeded  the  entire  number  of  votes  cast  for  his  op- 
ponent, and  at  different  times  he  was  elected  to  im- 
portant offices  in  the  city  and  county.  At  one  time 
be  ranked  among  the  wealthy  men  of  his  locality; 
and  while  much  of  his  fortune  had  been  lost, 
through  no  fault  of  his  own,  his  influence,  which  was 
founded  upon  his  sterling  qualities  of  character, 
was  undiminished. 

Air.  Marsh  came  of  a good  old  Pennsylvania 
family,  in  which  the  German  language  Is  commonly 
spoken  even  down  to  this  day,  and  was  of  German 
descent.  Abraham  Marsh,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  settled  at  an  early  day  in  Northampton 
county,  where  he  died  aged  between  eighty  and 
ninety  years.  His  first  wife  died  leaving  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Isaac,  Abraham,  John,  George, 

Sally  and  Catherine.  By  a second  marriage  there 
were  two  children : Samuel,  a resident  of  Strouds- 
burg; Anne,  deceased. 

Isaac  Marsh,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
about  1795,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Northampton 
county,  now  a portion  of  Monroe  county.  He  be- 
came the  owner  of  a large  farm  in  that  section,  and 
for  many  years  conducted  a blacksmith  shop  at  the 
neighboring  village  of  Ivellersville.  He  established 
a foundry  for  the  manufacture  of  plows  and  mill 
gearing,  and  as  there  were  few  factories  of  any  sort 
his  work  as  a blacksmith  included  many  things  not 
now  usually  included  in  that  trade.  He  made  a 
specialty  of  the  manufacture  of  edge  tools,  and  the 
various  departments  of  his  shop  kept  three  fur- 
naces constantly  in  use.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  he  became  an  admirer  of  Horace 
Greeley,  and  finally  joined  the  Republicans.  Dur- 
ing the  Know-Nothing  movement  he  affiliated  with 
that  party.  Until  his  marriage  he  was  connected 
with  the  Reformed  Church,  but  later  he  united  with 
the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  his  wife  belonged. 
He  died  in  the  spring  of  1863,  and  his  wife,  Mary 
C.  Williams,  who  was  also  born  in  what  is  now 
Monroe  county,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 


They  had  twelve  children:  Sally  (deceased),  for- 
merly the  wife  of  George  Rafe ; Susan,  widow  of 
Joseph  Fenner;  John  (deceased)  ; Linford,  our  sub- 
ject (deceased)  ; Rosanna,  who  married  James  Mil- 
ler (now  deceased)  ;'Mary  Ann,  who  married  Reu- 
ben Russell ; Amos,  a resident  of-  Carbon  county, 
Penn. ; Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  Edward  Stof- 
lert ; Sophia  (deceased),  who  married  George 
Stacker;  Isaac  (deceased)  ; and  Joseph  and  Jerome, 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  12,  1822,  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county  (then  North- 
ampton). The  subscription  schools  of  that  day 
afforded  him  his  only  educational  opportunities,  and 
as  a young  boy  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm 
and  in  the  blacksmith  shop.  As  he  grew  older  he 
was  employed  in  hauling  lumber  from  a tract  of 
land  belonging  to  his  father,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  began  working  in  the  foundry,  where  he 
spent  seven  or  eight  years.  In  the  meantime  his 
brother  John  had  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
at  Fennersville,  now  Sciota,  and  our  subject  after 
clerking  for  him  one  winter  formed  a partnership  in 
1847.  About  1850  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
there,  and  he  continued  in  business  until  1859,  when 
he  sold  out  and  invested  in  land.  He  had  previously 
been  interested  in  real-estate  transactions,  and  in 
1856  he  went  up  the  Lehigh  river  to  Luzerne  county 
and  gave  to  Jay  Gould  sixty  acres  of  land  at  the 
site  of  the  present  town  of  Gouldsboro.  Mr.  Marsh 
was  always  a stanch  Democrat,  and  in  i860  was  ap- 
pointed, under  President  Buchanan’s  administration, 
to  the  office  of  marshal,  his  special  duty  being  to 
take  the  census  of  Monroe  county.  In  1862  he  was 
elected  sheriff,  and  after  serving  one  term  he  took 
charge  of  “Hotel  Burnett,”  at  Stroudsburg,  which 
he  conducted  five  years,  making  it  headquarters  for 
the  local  Democracy.  He  built  a large  brick  house 
at  considerable  cost  and,  a panic  arising,  he  sustained 
a serious  loss.  For  a time  he  was  connected  with 
the  Stroudsburg  Bank  as  a director,  and  in  1875 
was  elected  county  treasurer,  a position  which  he 
held  one  term.  In  1880  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for  eight 
years,  but  then  met  with  severe  reverses  on  ac- 
count of  some  notes  which  he  had  indorsed  for 
other  parties  who  left  them  for  him  to  pay.  About 
1888  he  was  elected  tax  collector  for  the  borough, 
and  held  that  office  continuously,  the  crying  of  all 
land  tax  sales  being  among  his  duties.  For  six  years, 
till  1898,  he  served  as  jury  commissioner’s  clerk. 
Mr.  Marsh  married  Miss  Catherine  Ann  Weiss, 
who  was  born  in  Monroe  county  in  1827,  and  they 
have  had  two  sons : Milton,  deceased ; and  Howard 
W.,  who  resides  at  home.  Mr.  Marsh,  as  is  his 
widow,  was  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  always  took  much  interest  in  religious  work. 
He  died  February  4,  1899,  and  the  large  attend- 
ance at  the  funeral  testified  to  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  by  his  fellow  citizens;  the  majority  of 
the  stores  in  the  town  were  closed  during  the  serv- 
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ices.  Mr.  Marsh  was  a member  of  the  Royal  Arca- 
num and  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  after  leaving 
the  house  Barger  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  took  charge, 
many  members  of  that  body  following  the  remains 
to  their  last  resting  place,  in  Stroudsburg  cemetery. 

LEVI  F.  BENNETT,  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  of  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  a representative  of  a well-known 
family  of  that  locality,  born  March  4,  1832,  in  Clif- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  son  of  James 
Bennett. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-three,  when  he  engaged 
in  farming  on  his  own  account  in  Herrick  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  At  the  age  of  thirty- 
five  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  which  he 
has  continued  to  operate,  and  in  1896  he  purchased 
the  place  from  his  father.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  as  a citizen  he  is  held  in  high  es- 
teem. On  July  22,  1854,  he  married  Miss  Julia  M. 
Coon,  and  they  have  had  seven  children:  (1) 

James,  born  August  26,  1855,  died  December  20, 
1886.  (2)  Charles,  born  April  13,  1859,  married 

Julia  Hayden,  and  resides  in  Uniondale,  Penn.  (3) 
Almirian,  born  in  1861,  died  when  three  years  of 
age.  (4)  Ann,  born  in  August,  1863,  died  when 
eight  or  nine  years  of  age.  (5)  Nora,  born  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1865,  married  Frank  Coil,  and  died  August 
25,  1886.  (6)  Jerry  E.,  born  April  22,  1874,  re- 

sides at  the  old  homestead.  He  married,  June  19, 
1895,  Miss  Libbie  Young,  and  has  one  son,  Leon  N. 
(7)  Mary,  twin  of  Jerry,  married  Bruce  Belcher,  a 
farmer  of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  has  two  children,  Wiles  E.  and  Ella  E. 

Mrs.  Julia  M.  Bennett  is  a member  of  a well- 
known  family,  and  was  born  January  5,  1835,  in 
Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Her  par- 
ents, Sylvester  and  Juliann  (Dart)  Coon,  were  na- 
tives of  Roxbury,  Conn.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  at  an  early  day  to  engage  in  agriculture, 
locating  first  in  Herrick  township,  and  later  in  Gib- 
son township.  The  mother  died  there  in  1859,  aged 
fifty-four  years,  and  in  1870  the  father  went  to 
Illinois,  where  he  died  aged  about  sixty-four  years. 
1 hey  had  the  following  children : Spencer,  a re- 

tired wheelwright,  residing  in  Iowa;  Abraham,  who 
died  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Candace,  who  married 
William  Maxson,  and  died  in  Kansas ; George, 
who  died  in  Kansas ; Harriet,  who  married  Charles 
Halstead,  a carpenter  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; Julia  M., 
wife  of  our  subject;  Nelson,  a dealer  in  musical  in- 
struments, residing  in  Wisconsin  ; and  Emily,  who 
married  Jerrard  Tiffany,  and  died  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county. 

The  Young  Family  became  identified  with 
this  section  at  an  early  day,  and  its  members  have 
ranked  among  the  best  and  most  respected  citizens. 
Benjamin  C.  and  Jane  A.  (Baker)  Young  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut,  whence  in  an  early  day  they 
came  to  Susquehanna  county.  Benjamin  C.  Young 


was  born  October  24,  1815,  and  died  at  Nashville, 
Penn.,  February  9,  1865;  his  'wife  passed  away  at 
Harford,  Penn.,  August  5,  1896.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Joshua  and  Betsey  Baker,  the  former  born 
May  24,  1785,  died  November  12,  1872,  and  the 
latter  born  in  June,  1782,  died  April  28,  i860.  They 
were  married  December  25,  1803,  and  were  the  par- 
ents of  a numerous  family,  all  born  in  Connecticut, 
and  all  now  deceased  except  Esther  and  Joshua. 
Their  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : Dan- 
iel, September  18,  1804;  Mary  Ann,  November  6, 
1808;  Reuben,  November  4,  1811  ; Jane  A.,  July  28, 
1814;  Orin,  March  17,  1817;  Esther,  February  4, 
1819;  Margaret,  November  4,  1821  ; Lewis,  May  3, 
1824;  Anna,  May  7,  1828;  and  Joshua,  February  27, 
1830. 

On  July  10,  1842,  Jane  A.  Baker  was  married 
to  Benjamin  C.  Young,  and  they  had  a family  of 
six  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are 
as  follows:  James  L.,  January  9,  1845;  W.  H., 
August  27,  1847;  George  C.,  October  3,  1849 
(sketch  of  whom  follows)  ; Betsy  Jane,  April  18, 
1852;  Francis  G.,  January  1,  1855;  anfl  Mary  E., 
June  17,  1858 — all  born  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  Of  these,  W.  H.  married  Addie  R.  Mattes, 
March  27,  1873,  and  they  had  two  children,  James 
B.,  born  May  19,  1874;  and  Walter  W.,  born  Sep- 
tember 13,  1877.  Frances  G.  was  married  May  5, 
1877,  to  Ernest  W.  Harding,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Emily  J.,  bom  July  31,  1879. 

George  C.  Young  was  born  in  Susquehanna 
county,  October  3,  1849,  and  became  a farmer  and 
carpenter  by  occupation.  He  died  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  April  7,  1890,  aged 

thirty-nine  years,  his  remains  being  buried  in  the 
cemetery  at  South  Gibson.  On  December  1,-1874, 
he  married  Emma  Bartholomew,  who  was  born  May 
8,  1854,  in  Liberty,  N.  Y.,  and  died  September  15, 
1887.  Her  father,  George  Bartholomew,  was  born 
in  New  York  State,  December  9,  1813,  and  was 
married  April  7,  1853,  at  Callicoon,  N.  Y.,  to  Re- 
becca Sparks,  a native  of  that  town,  born  July  29, 
1829.  Both  died  in  Liberty,  N.  Y.,  the  father  in 
March,  1897,  and  the  mother  on  March  24,  1892. 
George  C.  and  Emma  Young  had  four  children: 
(1)  Libbie  T.,  born  April  22,  1876,  in  Lenox 
township,  was  married  June  19,  1895,  to  Jerry  E. 
Bennett,  a farmer  near  South  Gibson,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Leon  N.  (2)  Vida  J.,  born  June 
25,  1877,  taught  school  in  Texas,  and  on  January  1, 
1900,  married  Charles  T.  Heisig,  of  Beaumont, 
Texas,  where  they  reside.  (3)  Ernest  E.,  born 
April  28,  1880,  is  a farmer  in  Clifford  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  On  March  7,  1900,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Alice  Michael,  and  they  reside  at  Welsh 
Hill,  Susquehanna  county.  (4)  Miss  Grace,  born 
July  22,  1883,  is  in  Texas. 

M.  B.  BELCHER,  a leading  contractor  and 
builder  of  Susquehanna,  and  a representative  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  pioneer  families 
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of  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, that  county,  in  May,  1830,  a son  of  Hiram  and 
Marinda  (Parmenter)  Belcher.  His  father  was 
born  in  the  same  township,  in  1791,  and  was  a son  of 
John  and  Sallie  Belcher,  natives  of  Vermont,  who 
were  among  the  first  German  families  to  locate  here, 
taking  up  their  residence  in  Gibson  township  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  when  that  sec- 
tion was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness.  They  had 
to  coral  their  stock  to  keep  them  from  the  wild  ani- 
mals, and  from  his  cabin  door  the  grandfather 
once  killed  fourteen  bears  at  one  time.  Pie  cleared 
and  improved  a large  farm,  and  became  quite  well- 
to-do.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  several  children, 
of  whom  cur  subject's  fattier  was  one.  He  left  one 
son  by  his  second  union,  William,  who  has  been  a 
school  teacher  at  Factoryville,  Penn.,  for  a great 
many  years. 

Hiram  Belcher,  father  of  our  subject,  received 
a limited  common-scbool  education.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  bought  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Gibson  town- 
ship which  he  cleared  and  transformed  into  a fine 
farm,  on  which  he  spent  his  last  days,  dying  there 
in  1863.  He  left  a wife  and  the  following  chil- 
dren : ( 1 ) Byron  ran  away  from  home  when  a 

young  man  and  went  to  California,  where  he  has 
become  quite  prosperous.  (2)  M.  B.,  our  subject, 
is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (3)  Houston  mar- 
ried Sallie  Davis,  of  Wisconsin,  and  is  now  a well- 
to-do  and  successful  lumberman  of  that  State.  (4) 
Alvira  is  the  wife  of  George  Fitch,  of  Wisconsin, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Emma.  (5)  Lisetta  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Russell,  of  Humboldt  county,  Iowa,  and 
has  three  children,  Herman,  Luella  and  Murry. 
(6)  Exavier  was  a soldier  from  Wisconsin  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  famous 
march  to  the  sea.  Later  he  removed  to  Humboldt 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  owns  a fine  home,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  business.  Pie  married  a lady  of 
that  county,  and  has  two  children,  Webster  anti 
Cora,  (7J  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  King- 
ley,  who  is  employed  in  the  railroad  shops  at  Sus- 
quehanna, and  they  have  one  son,  Herman. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  and  early  became  familiar  with  all  the 
duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist. 
In  i860  he  commenced  learning  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he  now  successfully  follows  as  a con- 
tractor and  builder  in  Susquehanna.  He  has  also 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  and 
was  general  manager  of  their  work  in  his  line.  In 
1864  he  purchased  property  in  Susquehanna  and 
erected  thereon  a very  pleasant  home.  He  aiso 
owns  considerable  real  estate  in  the  town,  and  lias 
several  good  farms  located  in  Windsor,  A.  Y.,  and 
in  Susquehanna  county.  Pie  is  an  upright,  reliable 
business  man,  who  carries  forward  to  successful 
completion  whatever  be  undertakes,  and  he  has 
steadily  prospered,  so  that  he  is  now  one  of  the  most 
substantial  citizens  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Belcher  wedded  Miss  Mary  , of 


Gibson  township,  and  they  began  their  domestic 
life  on  a farm  in  Thompson  township,  where  she 
died,  leaving  two  daughters:  Eva,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Leroy  Barnes,  of  Jackson,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Lulu  ; and  Emma,  wife  of  E.  M.  Pickren, 
of  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  she  has  four  sons, 
Clarence,  Clayton,  Harry  and  Kenneth.  Our  sub- 
ject's second  union  was  with  Sarah  J.  Bartlett,  a 
daughter  of  William  Bartlett,  a prominent  citizen 
of  Jackson  township,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children : Charles  William,  born  in  Susque- 
hanna, received  a good  education  in  the  high  schools 
of  Susquehanna,  and  is  now  a mechanic  in  the  Erie 
railroad  shops  there;  Metta  Katherine,  born  in 
Jackson  township,  and  Mary  are  well-educated 
young  ladies,  who  attended  tne  graded  schools  of 
Susquehanna,  and  are  now  at  home. 

in  1897  Mr.  Belcher  traveled  quite  extensively 
over  the  western  States,  and  visited  brothers  and 
sisters  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  thirty-five  years. 
He  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
uses  his  influence  to  advance  its  interests,  and  for 
two  terms  he  was  an  active  and  prominent  member 
of  the  town  council.  He  was  reared  in  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  parents  were 
earnest  and  consistent  members,  and  although  he 
is  not  connected  with  the  same  he  gives  liberally  to 
its  support.  In  business  and  social  circles  he  stands 
deservedly  high,  and  merits  and  receives  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

OLIVER  H.  ALLARD,  one  of  the  best  and 
most  honored  citizens  of  Liberty  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  a valiant  defender  of  the 
Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  is  a 
native  of  the  county  where  he  still  continues  to 
reside,  his  birth  occurring  in  Franklin  township, 
in  1827. 

Our  subject's  parents  were  Jacob  and  Edith 
(Bailey)  Allard.  The  father  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  1807,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Ruth  Allard, 
who  came  to  Lawsville,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
in  1814,  being  among  the  first  settlers  of  that  lo- 
cality. The  grandfather  cleared  and  improved  a 
farm  near  Lawsville,  on  which  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days.  (1)  Jacob  was  the  eldest  of  his  four 
children.  (2)  Matilda  married  Orin  Lester,  and 
located  on  a farm  near  Montrose,  where  they 
reared  their  family.  (3)  Henry  married  Rosa 
Newton,  and  made  his  home  in  Broome  county, 
N.  Y.  He  died  during  the  Civil  war,  while  en- 
gaged in  building  pontoon  bridges  for  the  govern- 
ment, and  he  left  four  children — Andrew,  James, 
Mary  and  Laura.  (4)  Malinda  married  John 
Welch,  a farmer  of  Franklin  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  they  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren— Laura,  now  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Hollenbeck, 
of  Iowa;  Allen,  who  is  married,  and  lives  in  Mont- 
rose, Penn. ; and  Charles,  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Franklin  township. 

After  his  marriage  the  father  of  our  subject 
purchased  land  in  Franklin  township,  and  to  its 
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development  and  cultivation  devoted  his  energies 
until  called  from  this  life,  in  1835,  when  our  sub- 
ject was  only  eight  years  old.  lie  left  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  (1)  Oliver  H.  is  the  eldest.  (2) 
Sallie  married  Daniel  Dawley,  of  Liberty  township, 
who  is  now  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Laura,  wife  of  George  Jackson,  of  Binghamton. 
(3)  David,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  went  as 
sailor  on  a vessel  plying  between  New  York  and 
Liverpool.  The  vessel  was  lost,  and  all  on  board 
perished.  (4)  Ira,  a farmer  of  Liberty  township, 
married  Esther  A.  Stillwell,  of  Franklin  township, 
and  they  have  one  son,  D.  J. 

For  two  years  after  the  death  of  his  father 
Oliver  H.  Allard  lived  with  his  paternal  grand- 
father, and  he  afterward  made  his  home  with  an 
uncle,  D.  W.  Bailey,  until  he  attained  his  fifteenth 
year.  He  then  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world.  In  1847  he  married  Miss  Susan  Ken- 
yon, a daughter  of  Roger  Kenyon,  of  Susquehanna 
county,  formerly  of  Rhode  Island,  and  they  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  his  farm  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, where  she  died  in  1873,  leaving  no  children. 

In  1864  Mr.  Allard  enlisted  in  Company  L, 
157th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  joined  his  regiment  at  At- 
lanta, Ga.  He  was  with  Sherman  on  his  celebrated 
march  to  the  sea, . requiring  twenty-six  days  to 
travel  from  that  place  to  Savannah.  With  his 
command  he  continued  on  the  march  to  Raleigh, 
N.  C.,  and  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Mill 
Creek.  After  the  surrender  of  Johnston  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Washington,  D.  C.,  by  way  of  Spottsyl- 
vania,  and  from  thence  returned  to  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
where  Mr.  Allard  was  honorably  discharged  in 
June,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Susquehanna  county, 
our  subject  resumed  farming.  In  1874  he  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Alpha  Rosencrantz,  a daughter  of  Israel  and  Sa- 
mantha Banker,  of  New  Milford,  representatives 
of  old  pioneer  families  of  the  county.  She  was 
born  in  Franklin  township,  in  1854,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  the  county.  She 
first  married  Mr.  Rosencrantz,  by  whom  she  has 
one  daughter,  Cora  L.,  now  the  wife  of  Amber 
Fuller,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al- 
lard have  four  children:  Effie  M.,  born  in  1875, 

resides  in  Binghamton ; Edith  D.,  born  in  1880,  is 
now  a resident  of  Binghamton, N.  Y. ; Burlington 
F.,  born  in  1884,  is  a bright  and  scholarly  boy,  at- 
tended school  for  three  years  in  Binghamton,  and 
is  now  a student  in  the  home  schools ; and  Ira  Z., 
born  in  1887,  pursued  his  studies  for  two  years  at 
Binghamton,  and  is  now  attending  the  • home 
schools. 

Selling  his  farm  near  Lawsville,  Mr.  Allard 
purchased  his  present  farm,  in  Liberty  township, 
in  1885,  and  now  has  a well-improved  place,  under 
excellent  cultivation.  He  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  every  department  of  farm  work,  and  has  met 
with  most  excellent  success  in  his  chosen  occupa- 


tion. Mrs.  Allard  is  a member  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  socially  he  has  been  a member  of 
the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Conklin,  N.  Y.  His  loy- 
alty as  a citizen  and  his  devotion  to  the  country’s 
interests  are  above  question,  and  the  community 
is  fortunate  which  numbers  him  among  its  mem- 
bers. He  is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  most  efficiently  filled  several  local  offices. 

LYONS.  Throughout  the  nineteenth  century 
the  Lyons  family  has  been  a numerous  one  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  many  of  them  being  the  posterity 
of  David  Lyons,  of  Colerain,  Mass.  Among  those 
of  the  first  generation  in  Susquehanna  county  were 
Daniel,  of  Great  Bend,  and  David  (son  of  Daniel), 
of  Harmony;  of  the  second,  Nathan  H.,  Jerre,  Ben- 
jamin R.  and  Joel,  all  of  Montrose,  David, 'of  Har- 
mony, and  Seth  A.,  David  A.  and  Frederick  D.,  of 
Susquehanna,  the  latter  of  whom  still  survives  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one,  residing  at  Susque- 
hanna/of which  borough  he  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  for  forty  years.  The  family 
is  of  English  origin,  and  the  first  American  ancestor 
settled,  in  1635,  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts. 

David  Lyons,  a farmer  and  hotel-keeper  of 
Colerain,  Mass.,  born  In  1737,  married  Abigail 
Draper,  who  was  born  in  1740.  Mr.  Lyons  was  a 
lover  of  liberty,  and  early  imbibed  the  spirit  of  hos- 
tility to  the  British,  as  is  evidenced  in  his  act  of 
assisting  in  throwing  overboard,  in  Boston  harbor, 
in  1773,  the  British  tea.  He  died  in  1803,  and  his 
widow  in  1828.  Their  children  were:  (1)  Dr.  Jerre, 
(2)  Jesse,  (3)  Abigail,  (4)  Nancy  (who  married 
Clark  Chandler  of  Gill,  Mass.,  and  had  twenty  chil- 
dren, of  whom  eight  died  in  infancy,  the  others  all 
reaching  maturity ; B.  F.  Chandler,  late  of  Mont- 
rose, was  the  youngest  child),  (5)  David,  (6)  Aaron, 

(7)  Dr.  Joel  ( practicing  physician  of  Gill,  Mass.), 

(8)  Polly,  (9)  Daniel,  and  (10)  Seth  (who  was 
killed  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  while  wrestling). 
Of  these, 

Dr.  Jerre  Lyons,  born  in  1765,  was  a college 
graduate.  He  practiced  at  Coleraim,  Mass.,  and  at 
Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  dying  at  the  latter  place  in 
1825.  In  1790  he  married  Mary  Richards,  who  was 
born  in  1765,  and  died  in  1808.  Their  children  were: 
Rev.  Luke,  a Congregational  minister,  who  died  in 
Illinois;  Betsey,  who  married  Gilbert  Minor,  and 
lived  and  died  at  Colerain,  Mass. ; Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Sprague,  of  Gill,  Mass.,  moved  to  Michi- 
gan, raised  a family  and  died  at  an  advanced  age  in 
Traverse  City,  that  State  ; Jerre,  who  is  mentioned 
farther  on  ; Nathan  H.,  born  in  1796,  who  settled 
in  Montrose,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in  1877;  and 
Benjamin  R.,  who  is  mentioned  farther  on.  For  his 
second  wife  Dr.  Lyons  married  Polly  Nye,  of 
Colerain,  and  they  had  children  as  follows : Joel 
D.  was  a lifelong  merchant,  and  died  in  Montrose  a 
few  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  about  seventy ; Adaline, 
married  Thomas  Smith,  of  Cairo,  N.  Y.,  who  is  now 
deceased,  and  she  is  living  with  her  niece  in  Traverse 
City,  Mich.,  now  past  eighty-six  years  of  age ; Rev. 
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Lorenzo,  born  in  1807,  was  graduated  from  Union 
College  and  Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  and  gave 
his  life  to  the  foreign  missionary  service,  sailing  for 
the  Sandwich  Islands  in  1832,  and  laboring  there 
until  his  death  in  1886.  James  M.  learned  the 
cabinet  maker's  trade,  but  his  health  failing,  never 
worked  at  same  afterward,  engaging  in  peddling, 
merchandising  and  farming;  he  died  at  the  age  of 
about  seventy. 

The  late  Jerre  Lyons  (son  of  Dr.  Jerre  Lyons, 
of  Colerain),  was  born  in  1798,  at  Colerain,  Mass. 
He  came  to  Montrose,  Penn.,  in  1819,  and  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business,  continuing  same  until 
1868,  at  which  time  he  retired.  From  1824  until 
1835  his  brother,  Benjamin  R.  Lyons,  was  associated 
with  him.  Later  Charles  F.  Read  was  with  him  for 
a time,  and  still  later  Theodore  A.  Lyons,  who 
succeeded  to  the  business  and  still  carries  it  on,  be- 
ing associated  with  his  son,  G.  L.  Lyons.  Jerre 
Lyons  married  Melinda  Bennett,  and  his  children 
were:  L Lorenzo,  a missionary  for  some  years  in 
Syria ; Theodore  A.,  a merchant  of  Montrose;  and 
George  H. 

The  late  Benjamin  R.  Lyons,  son  of  Dr.  Jerre 
Lyons,  of  Colerain,  Mass.,  was  born  there  in  1802, 
and  passed  his  boyhood  at  that  place  and  at  Chester- 
field, N.  H.  He  was  a clerk  in  a store  at  the  latter 
place  for  nine  years.  In  1831  he  settled  permanent- 
ly at  Montrose,  Penn.,  engaging  in  business  in 
partnership  with  his  brother  Jerre.  He  retired  from 
active  life  in  1884,  after  having  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  for  nearly  fifty  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  and  a director  in  the  Sus- 
quehanna Bank  of  Montrose.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  one  of  the  building 
committee  that  erected  the  present  edifice,  in  i860, 
and  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  charitable,  ben- 
evolent and  Church  purposes.  He  possessed  a 
choice  library  and  kept  well  informed  on  current 
issues.  Mr.  Lvons  married,  in  1826,  Maria 
A.  Chandler,  who  was  born  in  1801,  a daughter 
of  Clark  and  Nancy  (Lyons)  Chandler.  Mrs. 
Lyons  died  in  1846,  and  Mr.  Lyons  on  August  17, 
1890. 

Aaron  Lyons  was  born  September  10,  1780,  in 
Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  when  four  years  of  age  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Colerain,  same  State,  where 
he  was  reared.  He  was  occupied  throughout  life 
in  farming.  In  1804,  he  married  Mary  Miner,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  1779,  and  both  died  in 
1863.  Airs.  Lyons  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Their  children  were:  (1) 
Alvin,  born  in  1805,  died  in  1833,  in  New  Jersey. 
( 2)  Catherine  Cecelia,  born  in  1807,  married  Robert 
Miller,  now  deceased.  They  lived  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, where  she  died  in  1848.  (3)  Seth  A.,  born 

in  1809,  died  in  1880,  in  Lanesboro,  Penn.  He  mar- 
ried Esther  McKune,  who  was  a daughter  of  Robert 
Mclvune,  of  Harmony,  and  a most  estimable  lady. 
Thev  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. Frank  A.,  who.  became  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Lanesboro,  Penn.,  is  now  also  deceased. 


He  married  Hattie  McNeal,  who  still  lives  in 
Lanesboro,  and  they  had  a family  of  four  children — 
Ray  A.,  a physician  at  Muncy,  Penn. ; Ralph,  an 
artist  in  New  York  City;  Coloma,  at  home;  and 
Harry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  (4) 
Gilbert  M.,  born  in  1811,  died  in  1836,  in  Colerain, 
Mass.  (5)  Mary  A.,  born  in  1814,  died  in  1884,  in 
Susquehanna  county,  unmarried.  (6)  David  A.  and 
(7)  Frederick  D.  are  mentioned  farther  on.  (8) 
Charles  T.,  born  in  1822,  was  educated  for  the 
medical  profession,  and  practiced  medicine  for 
many  years,  but  is  now  living  retired.  In  1849  he 
went  to  California,  via  Cape  Horn,  and  remained 
there  some  four  years.  Later  he  practiced  medi- 
cine in  Colerain,  Mass.,  several  years,  and  also  in 
Waverly,  N.  Y.,  finally  becoming  a druggist  at  the 
latter  place.  About  the  year  1854,  at  Waverly,  he 
married  Prudence  B.  Smith,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Smith  E.  Lyons. 

The  late  David  A.  Lyons,  son  of  Aaron  Lyons, 
was  born  in  1816,  at  Colerain,  Mass.  He  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  about  1834,  and  entered 
the  employ  of  his  brother,  Seth  A.,  who  had  associ- 
ated himself  at  Lanesboro  with  Putnam  Williams, 
and  established  a manufactory  for  sash,  blinds,  chairs 
and  cabinet  work.  He  remained  with  his  brother 
until  1837,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  other 
business  pursuits  at  Lanesboro  until  1857,  in  that 
year  locating  at  Susquehanna  and  engaging  in 
mercantile  business,  which  he  continued  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  married  Amelia,  daughter 
of  David  Lyons,  and  at  his  death,  in  1881,  left  a 
widow  and  one  daughter,  Isa  E.  Lyons ; one  son 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Lyons  was  a member  of  the 
Universalist  Church  of  Susquehanna,  and  served 
on  the  building  committee  at  the  time  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  church  edifice,  in  1871. 

Frederick  D.  Lyons,  son  of  Aaron  Lyons, 
was  born  March  14,  1819,  at  Colerain,  Franklin  Co., 
Mass.,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  he  commenced  teaching  school, 
and  followed  that  profession  successfully  four  wint- 
ers, his  future  wife  being  one  of  his  pupils  for  one 
term.  Several  of  his  brothers  having  previously 
located  at  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  Fred- 
erick D.  Lyons,  in  1848,  followed  them  to  that  point. 
He  became  associated  with  his  brother  David  A.,  in 
the  mercantile  business,  which  they  carried  on  to- 
gether until,  in  1856,  the  partnership  was  dissolved, 
and  Frederick  D.  Lyons  then  conducted  the  busi- 
ness there  alone  for  two  years.  Removing  to  Sus- 
quehanna, he  there,  in  1859,  embarked  in  the  same 
line,  and  for  forty  years  has  been  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  and  citizens  of  that  borough.  He  is 
a man  of  good  judgment,  and,  through  his  ability, 
industrious  habits  and  good  management,  has  made 
a success  of  his  undertakings,  and  has  a competence. 
He  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  has  enjoyed  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  people  through  a long  business  career. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Lmiversalist  Church,  and  on 
the  organization  of  that  Society  at  Susquehanna, 
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in  1866,  he  was  chosen  clerk.  Politically  he  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

In  Whitingham,  Yt.,  in  August,  1851,  Mr. 
Lyons  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Hull,  a most 
estimable  lady,  and  to  their  union  was  born  one 
daughter,  Carrie,  now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife 
of  Howard  Shaefif  of  Susquehanna.  Mrs.  Lyons 
was  born  in  Whitingham,  Vt.,  in  1831,  a daughter 
of  Emory  and  Lydia  (Chase)  Hull,  also  natives  of 
that  place,  where  the  father  died  in  1841,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-eight  years.  He  was  a cooper  by  trade. 
In  1865  the  mother  came  to  Susquehanna,  Penn., 
where  she  passed  away  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  She  was  an  earnest  and  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  had 
five  children : George,  who  died  in  Vermont ; Mary 
A.,  wife  of  our  subject ; Fanny,  who  married  Harvey 
Holdridge,  and  died  in  Susquehanna  ; Ann,  who  died 
unmarried,  in  Vermont;  and  Melissa,  wife  of  New- 
ell B.  Hall,  of  Turner’s  Falls,  Mass.  Mrs.  Lyons’ 
paternal  grandparents,  Jesse  and  Fanny  Hull,  were 
lifelong  residents  of  Whitingham,  Vt.,  where  the 
former  was  engaged  in  the  marble  business.  He 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Airs.  L yons  is  widely  known  all  over  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  being  prominent  in  religious, 
charitable,  temperance  and  other  work,  in  which  she 
wields  a potent  influence  for  good.  For  the  past 
fourteen  years  she  has  been  an  active  member  of 
Moody  Woman's  Relief  Corps  No.  12,  Susquehanna 
(which  is  auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public), has  been  vice-president  of  the  corps  two 
years,  president  three  years,  and  chaplain  three 
years,  and  her  duties  in  connection  with  the  Order 
have  taken  her  all  over  the  State.  In  1897  she  was 
National  aid  to  the  National  president  of  the  W.  R. 
C\,  serving  as  such  one  year,  was  department  chap- 
lain of  the  department  of  Pennsylvania  one  year, 
assistant  inspector  in  the  State,  four  years ; and 
served  on  the  executive  board  two  years.  It  is  the 
custom  of  tne  W.  R.  C.,  at  their  annual  conventions, 
to  hold  memorial  services  for  deceased  members, 
and  on  two  occasions  the  services  were  conducted 
by  Airs.  Lyons,  she  delivering  the  customary  ad- 
dress. For  the  past  four  years  she  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union 
at  Susquehanna,  and  by  virtue  of  her  office  was 
mainly  instrumental  in  the  placing  of  a public  foun- 
tain in  that  city.  Until  within  tiie  past  few  years, 
when  failing  health  commenced  to  interfere  with 
her  efforts,  she  was  a great  Church  worker,  a leader, 
a “Alother  in  Israel,"  and  what  she  has  already 
achieved,  in  that  and  other  lines,  remain  enduring 
monuments  to  her  unselfish,  patient  labors  in  the 
noble  work  of  doing  good. 

Daniel  Lyons,  born  in  1778  at  Colerain,  Mass., 
learned  the  trade  of  a cabinet  maker.  In  1812,  he 
came  to  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
there  carried  on  that  business.  He  was  one  of  the 
subscribers  of  the  Great  Bend  Bridge  Co.,  in  1812, 
and  in  1814  was  chosen  one  of  its  managers.  He 
married  Rebecca  Barker,  who  died  in  1819,  and  he 


subsequently  wedded  Anna  Smith.  His  children 
who  lived  to  mature  age  were:  David  (mentioned 
farther  on),  John,  Jesse,  Betsey,  Barker,  Susan 
AL,  Sabra  A.,  Daniel,  Joshua,  Horace,  Silas  and 
George.  The  father  was  a deacon  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  his  first  wife  was  the  daughter  of  a 
Baptist  clergyman  of  Massachusetts.  Daniel  Lyons, 
it  is  said,  alone  built  the  Baptist  Church  at  Great 
Bend  in  1825. 

The  late  David  Lyons,  son  of  Daniel  Lyons, 
was  born  In  1804  at  Colerain,  Mass.,  and  was 
brought  with  the  family  on  their  removal  to  Great 
Bend  in  1812.  He  had  but  meager  school  privileges, 
and  early  learned  cabinet  making  and  the  use  of 
tools  under  his  father.  He  was  variously  employed 
through  a long  and  busy  life,  kept  hotel  for  a time,, 
worked  at  carpentering  and  building,  and  making 
wagons,  and  was  largely  occupied  in  lumbering  and 
milling.  At  one  time,  in  connection  with  Air.  Aus- 
tin, he  purchased  300  acres  of  timberland,  and  at 
another,  associated  with  Jonathan  Taylor,  1,400 
acres  and  the  mills — the  Lane  property.  He 
marketed  much  lumber  by  raft  to  Philadelphia.  In 
1829  he  settled  in  a home  at  Lanesboro,  and  ever 
afterward  lived  at  that  point.  In  1839  he  erected 
a gristmill  at  Lanesboro,  for  Jesse  Lane.  Air. 
Lyons  was  a man  of  good  judgment  and  business 
ability,  and  of  marked  individuality.  He  was  self- 
reliant,  always  industrious,  a good  manager,  and 
made  a competence.  In  1827  he  married  Amanda 
Smith,  who  died  in  1872,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 
He  died  in  1894.  Their  children  were:  Amelia,  who 
married  David  A.  Lyons,  of  Susquehanna;  Sarah 
Ii. ; Julia  A.,  who  died  when  nineteen  years  of  age;. 
Nancy,  who  married  C.  B.  Smith,  of  Stamford, 
Conn. ; and  Charles  J.,  who  married  Laura  F. 
Roberts,  and  lives  at  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  engaged  in 
farming. 

WILLIAM  PRATT.  Few  if  any  men  have 
for  half  a century  been  better  or  more  favorably 
known  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
than  William  Pratt,  who  is  a successful  and  pros- 
perous farmer,  as  well  as  a trained  and  talented 
musician,  who  has  throughout  his  long  and  useful 
life  made  large  contributions  to  the  entertainment 
and  enjoyment  of  many  people. 

He  was  born  in  Lathrop  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  Alay  18,  1822,  the  son  of  Noah 
Pratt,  a native  of  England,  who  migrated  to  Amer- 
ica and  first  settled  in  Connecticut.  He  there  mar- 
ried Nancy  Mack,  and  in  1811  became  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  what  is  now  Lathrop  township 
(then  York).  He  purchased  125  acres  of  wild 
land,  where  Lorenzo  Sweet  now  lives,  and  cleared 
a considerable  portion  of  it.  He  died  in  Nichol- 
son aged  ninety-two  years,  and  his  wife  also  lived 
to  an  advanced  age.  They  reared  a large  family 
of  children,  as  follows : Nancy,  who  married  Asa 

Tewksbury  and  died  in  Lathrop  township;  Noah, 
deceased;  Alfred,  of  Binghamton,  Penn.;  Albert, 
deceased ; George,  deceased ; Betsy,  who  married 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1195 


W.  Hecock,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Julia,  who 
married  Eli  Bacon,  of  Wyoming  county,  and  is 
now  deceased;  Elmira,  who  married  Nelson  Ben- 
jamin, and  is  now  deceased;  Maria,  of  St.  Joseph 
county,  Mich.,  widow  of  J.  Millard;  William,  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Lafayette,  deceased;  Phoebe, 
widow  of  William  Babcock,  of  Scranton,  Penn.; 
Amanda,  widow  of  Marvin  Newcome,  of  Woon- 
socket, la. ; Sallie  and  Eli,  who  both  died  in 
Lathrop. 

William  Pratt  attended  in  his  youth  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  possessing  both  taste  and  talent 
for  music  he  early  became  proficient  in  that  pro- 
fession, making  a thorough  study  of  music  in  his 
youth.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner  and  also  studied 
architecture.  He  followed  his  trade  through  most 
of  his  life,  also  devoting  a considerable  portion  of 
his  time  to  music.  He  has  worked  in  all  parts  of 
Susquehanna  county,  and  in  Scranton. 

On  April  3,  1847,  Mr.  Pratt  was  married  to 
Miss  Harriet  Almeda  McNamara,  who  was  born 
in  Nicholson,  Penn.,  April  16,  1827,  daughter  of 
Lewis  and  Polly  (Halstead)  McNamara,  of  En- 
glish and  French  descent  respectively.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pratt  were  born  four  children:  Rexford  M., 

born  December  22,  1847,  who  married  Harriet  L. 
Wilson,  settled  in  Lenox  township  and  died  Octo- 
ber 21,  1894;  Frank  C.,  born  November  26,  1849, 
married  Louisa  Green,  and  is  a farmer  and  musi- 
cian of  Brooklyn  township;  Willis  W.,  born  Janu- 
ary 30,  1852,  died  September  27,  1873 ; Amanda 
L.,  born  September  13,  1855,  married  Dr.  William 
Nelson  Green,  a practicing  physician  of  Hopbot- 
tom,  who  died  in  1886,  and  she  has  since  lived 
with  her  father.  She,  too,  is  a finished  and  talented' 
musician,  having  studied  the  profession  with  her 
father.  The  wife  and  mother  died  November  29, 
1898. 

Mr.  Pratt  came  to  Lenox  township  in  1852. 
He  bought  first  twenty-five  acres  of  land  to  which 
he  later  added  seven  acres.  Still  later  he  made  an- 
other purchase,  adding  fifty  acres  to  the  property. 
For  nearly  half  a century  Mr.  Pratt  has  been  an 
industrious  and  successful  farmer  in  connection 
with  his  trade  and  profession.  He  is  a stanch 
Democrat  in  politics,  but  ’he  has  never  sought  nor 
accepted  public  office. 

JAMES  MUSGRAVE.  Among  the  well-to- 
do  and  successful  farmers  of  Wayne  county,  who 
have  accumulated  a competency  through  their  own 
exertions  and  economy  and  are  now  enabled  to  lay 
aside  all  business  cares,  is  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical notice.  For  many  years  he  was  one  of 
the  most  active,  enterprising  and  energetic  agri- 
culturists of  Sterling  township,  but  now  leaves  the 
operation  of  his  farm  to  others,  though  he  still 
resides  there. 

Mr.  Musgrave  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
September  29,  1822,  a son  of  Andrew  and  Isabella 
(Gilchrist  ) Musgrave,  natives  of  County  Tyrone, 


Ireland,  who  became  acquainted  and  were  married 
in  Philadelphia,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
coming  to  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  in 
1828.  At  the  end  of  two  years,  however,  they  re- 
turned to  the  Quaker  City,  leaving  our  subject  and 
two  sisters  to  care  for  themselves.  The  father, 
who  was  a farmer  and  trader  by  occupation,  was 
the  first  man  to  die  of  cholera  in  that  city,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  his  remains 
were  buried  there.  Subsequently,  in  1839,  his 
widow  returned  to  Sterling  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  she  purchased  a farm  and  made  her  home 
until  her  death,  in  1871,  when  she  was  eighty-five 
years  of  age.  For  her  second  husband  she  mar- 
ried Robert  McLane,  who  died  in  May,  1845.  There 
were  no  children  by  this  union,  but  by  her  first  mar- 
riage she  had  four,  namely:  James,  the  subject 

of  this  sketch ; Margaret,  who  married  Thomas 
McLane,  both  being  now  deceased ; Mary 
widow  of  Thomas  Bennett,  and  a resident  of  Har- 
risburg, Penn.;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Hines, 
a hotel-keeper  of  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.  Our  sub- 
ject’s paternal  grandfather,  Robert  Musgrave, 
spent  Ins  entire  life  in  Ireland,  and  after  his  second 
marriage  his  three  sons,  Andrew,  Thomas  and 
John,  came  to  America. 

At  the  tender  age  of  six  years  James  Musgrave 
was  thrown  upon  the  world  to  earn  his  own  liveli- 
hood, and  for  the  success  that  he  has  achieved  in 
life  he  deserves  great  credit.  For  a time  he  and 
Ins  sister  Mary  resided  with  their  step-grandpar- 
ents, Robert  Catterson  and  wife,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  our  subject  joined  Ins  mother  in  Phila- 
delphia, both  returning  a few  months  later  to  Ster- 
ling township,  Wayne  county,  where,  as  previously 
stated,  the  mother  purchased  a farm.  When  she 
married  again,  three  years  later,  our  subject  left 
home,  and  for  the  first  two  months  had  only  $4. 
After  Ins  marriage  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
chopping  wood,  for  which  he  received  $20,  invest- 
ing the  same  in  a cow.  For  three  years  he  resided 
upon  the  farm  of  his  brother-in-law,  Isaac  Smith, 
paying  his  rent  by  clearing  and  improving  six  acres 
of  land.  He  then  purchased  fifty  acres  of  his  pres- 
ent farm,  for  $3  per  acre,  and  after  his  return 
home  from  the  war  bought  thirty  acres  more,  for 
$750.  The  land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition 
when  he  located  thereon,  but  by  industry,  persever- 
ance and  good  management  he  now  has  a fine  farm 
of  100  acres,  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
well  improved.  Flis  first  team  consisted  of  a yoke 
of  oxen,  which  he  purchased  from  his  mother  for 
$18. 

In  Sterling  township,  in  August,  1842,  Mr. 
Musgrave  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane 
Rawlston,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  August  25, 
1822,  and  was  brought  to  America  in  1826  by  her 
parents,  John  and  Mary  (Rawlston)  Rawlston 
(they  were  not  related  prior  to  their  marriage). 
Until  1841  they  made  their  home  in  Philadelphia, 
where  her  father  engaged  in  draying,  but  after 
coming  to  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  in 
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that  year,  lie  lived  retired  upon  a farm.  He  died 
in  February,  1852,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Sterling  township,  his  widow  returning 
to  Philadelphia,  where  she  passed  away  ten  years 
later.  They  were  Episcopalians  in  religious  be- 
lief. They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children: 
Ann,  wife  of  Michael  McGlocklin;  Margaret,  wife 
of  John  Speer;  Martha,  wife  of  Noble  Speer; 
Mary,  wife  of  diaries  Rawlston;  William;  Thomas, 
who  married  Ann  Lamb;  Rebecca,  wife  of  Robert 
Rawlston ; and  Jane,  Mrs.  Musgrave,  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  the  family.  Her  paternal  grandparents, 
William  and  Ann  (Scott)  Rawlston,  natives  of 
Scotland,  came  to  America  at  an  early  day.  Her 
maternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Rawlston,  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Scotland. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Musgrave 
are  as  follows:  Mary,  born  May  18,  1843,  is  the 

wife  of  James  McGuire,  a railroad  engineer  of 
Amboy,  Penn. ; Andrew,  born  February  26,  1844, 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; Margaret  M.,  born 
February  26,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  Reuben  Malson, 
a farmer  of  Sterling  township;  Isabella,  born  May 
25,  1848,  died  when  young;  Elizabeth,  born  Octo- 
ber 26,  1852,  is  the  widow  of  Joe  Thompson,  and 
a resident  of  Amboy ; William  J.,  a railroad  man  of 
Dunmore,  born  February  2,  1854,  wedded  Marion 
Lewis,  who  died  May  8,  1898,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, Grace,  Pearl  and  Percy;  Henry,  born  No- 
vember 26,  1856,  married  Maggie  Paul,  and  is  a 
railroad  engineer  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J. ; Emily,  born 
May  24,  1858,  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Otto  Snyder, 
a carpenter  of  Amboy,  Penn. ; Thomas  R.,  born 
March  19,  i860,  wedded  Mary  E.  Reid,  on  De- 
cember 25,  1895,  and  has  one  child,  Maud,  he  and 
his  family  residing  with  our  subject;  Walter,  born 
August  19,  1862,  married  Elizabeth  Spangenberg, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Sterling  township ; 
and  Lillie,  born  May  14,  1867,  is  the  wife  of  C.  C. 
Hawk,  a farmer  of  the  same  township. 

In  the  fall  of  1861  Mr.  Musgrave  was  drafted 
for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and  became  a member 
of  Company  A,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Hubble. 
At  the  end  of  eleven  months  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged and  returned  home.  He  was  then  engaged 
in  teaming  for  the  Lehigh  Lumber  Co.  from  fall 
until  March  24,  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  3rd 
Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  under  Capt.  King, 
but  a few  months  later  was  transferred  to  the  188th 
P.  V.  1.  After  the  captain  of  his  company  was 
killed  he  was  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Hawk, 
and  later  under  Capt.  Gray.  Fortunately  he  was 
never  wounded  nor  taken  prisoner,  and  when  the 
war  was  over  he  was  honorably  discharged,  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  While  in  the  army  the 
lightning  struck  his  home,  killing  his  daughter 
Martha,  and  burning  the  building  to  some  extent. 
In  political  sentiment  he  is  a Republican.  He  has 
always  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  in  life, 
and  has  not  only  secured  a handsome  competence, 
but  has  also  gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


JOHN  D.  WEST,  a worthy  and  highly-es- 
teemed citizen  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  November  15,  1835,  in  Herrick, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  a son  of  Hezekiah  N. 
and  Emily  (Barnes)  West,  the  former  a native  of 
Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. 
The  mother,  who  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died  in  Herrick  in 
1841,  aged  thirty-two  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Orwell  cemetery,  in  Bradford  county.  The 
father  remarried  and  long  survived  her,  dying  in 
Madison  county,  Ohio,  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five,  and  was  buried  in  that  State.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  followed  that  occupation  at  various 
places.  Religiously  he  also  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  had  six  children : Mary  E.,  born  May  29, 
1825,  deceased  wife  of  John  M.  Pickering;  Ruth 
E.,  born  November  10,  1826,  deceased;  Erastus 
B.,  born  April  23,  1829,  a blacksmith  of  Geneva, 
Ohio;  Eunice  E.,  born  January  16,  1831,  deceased; 
John  D.,  our  subject;  and  Orrill  H.,  born  April 
27,  1839,  wife  of  Harvey  Esthus,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  For  his  second 
wife,  the  father  married  Nancy  H.  Vargason,  and 
the  children  born  to  them  were  as  follows : Chan- 
cey  J.,  deceased;  Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  Nye,  a 
farmer  of  Mountville,  Ohio;  David  H.,  a farmer 
of  Lake  county,  Ohio ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  William 
Hutchinson,  a farmer  of  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio ; 
and  Annetta,  wife  of  Frank  Nichols,  an  agriculturist 
of  Lake  county,  Ohio.  Our  subject’s  paternal 
grandfather,  Rev.  Hezekiah  West,  a Baptist  min- 
ister, was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  died  in  1844, 
while  on  a visit  to  Iowa,  at  an  advanced  age.  His 
children  were  Hezekiah,  father  of  our  subject; 
Eunice,  wife  of  George  Hardy;  and  Orrill,  wife  of 
Robinson  Barnes. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  first  fif- 
teen years  of  his  life  upon  the  home  farm,  and 
then,  purchasing  his  time  of  his  father,  worked 
as  a farm  hand  for  others  until  his  marriage. 
On  March  14,  1855,  in  Dimock  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  J.  Light, 
and  to  them  came  four  children : Emily  E.,  born 
December  20,  1855,  at  home;  Eva  J.,  born  April 
6,  1862,  who  married  Levi  Light,  and  also  lives 
with  our  subject;  Eunice  M.,  born  August  15, 
1872,  at  home;  and  John  H.,  born  October  18, 
1876,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  West  is  a native 
of  Susquehanna  county,  her  birth  having  occurred 
in  Bridgewater  township,  July  13,  1836.  Her 

parents,  David  and  Eliza  (Estus)  Light,  were 
both  natives  of  New  York  State,  but  were  married 
in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
later  removed  to  Bridgewater  township.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 
The  father  was  born  November  23,  1814,  and  died 
April  29,  1858,  on  his  farm  in  Susquehanna 
county,  near  the  New  York  State  line,  being  laid 
to  rest  at  Little  Meadows.  The  mother  was  born 
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July  5,  1815,  and  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject 
June  19,  1856,  her  remains  being  interred  in  Rush 
township.  Their  children  were  Mary  J.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  John  S.  Wood,  a 
retired  tarmer  of  Pike  township,  Bradford  county ; 
Hannah  C,  deceased  wife  of  Charles  A.  Carter ; 
and  Eliza  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Daniel  B.  Wood. 
Mrs.  West's  paternal  grandparents,  Elisha  and 
Mary  Light,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  who 
came  to  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  at 
an  early  day,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  engaged  in  farming. 

For  one  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  West 
continued  to  work  as  a farm  hand,  and  later  was 
employed  in  a furniture  factory  at  Middletown, 
Susquehanna  county,  for  three  vears,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  purchased  a small  farm  in  Rush 
township,  and  engaged  in  its  operation  for  two 
years.  In  October,  1863,  during  the  Civil  war, 
he  was  drafted,  and  went  to  the  front  as  a member 
of  Company  K,  56th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Stod- 
dart.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness and  Richmond.  While  building  breastworks 
near  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  May  22,  1864, 
he  sprained  his  back,  and  was  sent  to  the  held  hos- 
pital whence  he  was  transferred  to  Emory  hos- 
pital, Washington,  D.  C.,  and  when  strong  enough 
was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  York,  Penn.,  where  he 
was  finally  discharged,  June  9,  1865.  He  then  re- 
turned to  his  farm,  but  has  been  able  to  do  little 
work,  as  his  health  was  completely  broken  down 
by  his  army  service.  He  found  employment  in  a 
machine  shop  at  Montrose,  but  the  work  proved 
too  arduous  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  up  at 
the  end  of  six  months.  During  the  war  he  con- 
tracted rheumatism,  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
was  totally  blind  for  five  years,  and  at  present  can 
scarcely  see.  As  a sort  of  compensation  for  his 
misfortunes  he  now  receives  a pension  of  $30  per 
month  from  the  government.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican. 

MOSES  M.  ACE,  the  well-known  proprietor 
of  the  "Riverside  House,”  of  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  was  born  in  May,  1846,  in  War- 
ren county,  N.  J.,  but  is  a representative  of  an  old 
Monroe  county  family,  his  grandfather,  Peter  Ace, 
having  been  one  of  its  pioneer  settlers.  Later  in 
life,  however,  he  removed  to  Tunkhannock,  Lu- 
zerne Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  died  at  a ripe  old  age. 
In  his  family  were  five  children,  namely : Simon, 
the  father  of  our  subject;  George,  who  married 
and  settled  at  Swift  water,  Monroe  county,  where 
his  family  still  reside ; Joseph,  who  married  and 
located  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  where  with  his 
family  he  still  makes  his  home ; John,  who  died, 
unmarried,  in  Tunkhannock;  and  Catherine,  who 
is  the  widow  of  John  Gruver,  and  resides  with  her 
children  in  Tunkhannock. 

Simon  Ace,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a native 
of  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he 
was  reared,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  public 


schools.  When  a young  man  he  learned  the  ma- 
son's trade,  which  he  followed  a number  of  years. 
After  his  marriage  to  Margaret  Michaels,  he  pur- 
chased a farm  near  Minsi,  Monroe  county,  on 
which  he  made  many  improvements,  and  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  Mrs.  Ace  was  called 
to  her  final  rest,  in  March,  1898,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  She  was  a woman  of  good 
Christian  character,  a consistent  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  a devoted  wife  and  mother. 
The  father  made  his  home  with  his  sons  until  his 
death,  on  April  29,  1899,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  In  the  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren, and  we  have  record  of  the  following : ( 1 ) 
Samuel,  born  in  Smithfield  township,  there  grew 
to  manhood,  receiving  a fair  education,  which 
enabled  him  to  successfully  engage  in  teaching 
school  in  Monroe  county  for  a number  of  years. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry 
Heller,  of  Paradise,  Monroe  county,  and  after  his 
marriage  located  at  Bartonsville,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  trade  for  twelve  years,  subse- 
quently following  the  same  business  at  Minsi  for 
three  or  four  years.  He  then  purchased  a home 
in  East  Stroudsburg,  and  was  employed  as  stew- 
ard of  the  State  Normal  at  that  place  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  June,  1898.  He  was 
widely  known  and  very  popular  socially.  Early 
in  life  he  united  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
he  always  took  an  active  part  in  Church  and  Sab- 
bath-school work,  was  one  of  the  deacons  of  the 
Church,  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
He  was  a man  of  fine  Christian  character,  loved 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  left  a 
wife,  who  still  resides  in  East  Stroudsburg,  and 
seven  children — Robert,  Howard,  Charles,  Annie, 
Sarah,  Ida  (wife  of  George  Craig,  of  Springfield, 
N.  J.),  and  Alda  (wife  of  William  Rockefeller,  of 
East  Stroudsburg).  (2)  Peter,  born  in  Smith- 
field  township,  died  unmarried.  (3)  David,  born 
in  Monroe  county,  resides  in  Minsi,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  mercantile  trade.  He  married  Sarah 
Heller,  of  Smithfield  township,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Bertha,  at  home.  (4)  Horace,  born  in  Smith- 
field  township,  in  1849,  resides  near  Minsi.  He 
married  Lizzie  Arndt,  of  Smithfield  township,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Arndt,  of  Monroe  county,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  three  children — Wetzer  and 
Mary,  who  are  still  living,  and  Rhoda,  who  died  in 
childhood.  (5)  John,  born  in  Smithfield  township, 
in  1851,  married  a Miss  Arndt,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  they  live  at  Swiftwater, 
Pocono  township,  same  county,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business.  Their  children  are 
Claud  H.  (a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  at  East 
Stroudsburg),  Mabel  and  Cora. 

Moses  M.  Ace  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
on  his  father's  farm,  his  education  being  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  When 
a young  man  he  learned  the  carriage  maker's  trade 
with  William  Bloom,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  serving  a 
three-years’  apprenticeship,  and  on  his  return  to 
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Monroe  county  engaged  in  business  as  a carriage 
maker  on  his  own  account  for  seventeen  years, 
meeting  with  good  success.  In  1870  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  j.  Treible,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Jane 
(Decker)  Treible,  representatives  of  old  and  promi- 
nent pioneer  families  of  Smithfield  township. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Ace  located  near  Minsi, 
where  he  continued  to  follow  his  trade  for  some 
years.  He  then  purchased  the  “Cataract  House,” 
and  engaged  in  keeping  city  boarders  for  four 
years.  In  1884  he  bought  the  Henry  Shaler  home- 
stead, on  the  Delaware  river  near  Minsi  in  Smith- 
field  township,  but  later  sold  the  farm,  reserving 
only  six  acres,  on  which  he  has  erected  a large  and 
handsome  house,  where  he  and  his  worthy  wife  are 
well  prepared  to  entertain  their  many  city  boarders 
during  the  summer  season.  Their  place  has  be- 
come very  popular,  as  the  host  and  hostess  do  all 
in  their  power  for  the  convenience  and  comfort  of 
their  guests  and  well  understand  how  to  cater  to 
the  wishes  of  the  public.  Mr.  Ace  is  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  enterprising  citizens  of 
Smithfield  township.  He  is  a Jacksonian  Democrat 
in  political  sentiment,  but  has  never  aspired  to 
office.  Religiously  himself,  wife  and  family  hold 
membership  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ace  have  seven  children,  all  at 
home,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being  as  fol- 
lows : Washington  Irving,  August,  1877 ; Stewart 

Wilson,  March,  1879;  Oscar,  April,  1880;  Lewis, 
April,  1882;  Millard,  January,  1885;  Emma,  Feb- 
ruary, 1887;  and  Floyd  S.,  October,  1891. 

HENRY  CONNELLY,  a worthy  citizen  and 
progressive  farmer  of  Oakland  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  in  Manchester,  England, 
in  1838,  and  is  a son  of  Michael  T.  and  Martha 
(Burgess)  Connelly,  the  former  a native  of  Ireland, 
the  latter  of  Stockport,  England.  In  1848  they 
emigrated  with  their  family  to  the  United  States 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  Columbia  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  father  was  employed  for  some 
years  as  foreman  in  a cotton  factory.  Subsequently 
he  was  engaged  in  the  same  work  in  Massachusetts, 
and  in  that  State  his  death  occurred.  His  wife 
died  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1890.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
all  born  in  Manchester,  England.  (1)  James,  the 
eldest,  enlisted  from  Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
Union  service  during  the  Civil  war,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  I,  7th  Heavy  Artillery,  acting- 
infantry,  and  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under 
General  Grant,  participated  in  the  battles  of  Cold 
Harbor,  Petersburg  and  the  Wilderness.  At 
Petersburg  he  was  captured  and  was  first  incar- 
cerated in  Libby  prison  and  later  in  Andersonville. 
After  his  exchange  he  returned  to  his  regiment  and, 
having  veteranized,  he  remained  in  the  service  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  returned  to  Albany, 
where  he  married  and  made  his  home  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  (2)  Samuel,  who  was 
educated  in  England,  also  enlisted  in  Company  I, 


7th  Heavy  Artillery,  acting  Infantry,  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  Cold  Harbor,  and 
is  supposed  to  have  been  killed  in  the  latter  engage- 
ment, as  he  was  never  heard  of  afterward.  He 
left  a wife  and  daughter,  Lucy,  now  residents  of 
Albany  county,  N.  Y.  (3)  Michael  lived  for  a 
time  with  the  family  in  Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
then  removed  to  Minnesota,  where  he  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army.  He  served  under  Gen.  Sherman 
until  the  close  of  the  war  and  then  returned  to 
Minnesota,  where  he  married  and  reared  a large 
family,  that  are  still  residents  of  that  State.  (4) 
Henry,  our  subject,  is  the  next  of  the  family.  (5) 
Elizabeth  was  married  in  Minnesota  to  a Mr.  Tis- 
dale and  there  they  still  reside.  They  have  a large 
family  of  children.  (6)  Edmund  enlisted  from 
Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  in  a cavalry  company  and 
served  through  the  war.  He  is  now  married  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  Massachusetts.  His  chil- 
dren are  Maud,  William  and  Edmund.  (7)  Sarah 
is  the  wife  of  Lambert  Tanner,  of  Albany  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  daughters — May  and 
Clara. 

Henry  Connelly  was  about  twelve  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  New  World, 
and  he  was  principally  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Fort  Edwards,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.  When  young 
he  worked  in  the  cotton  mills  of  Columbia  county, 
that  State,  and  in  1853  went  from  there  to  Cohoes, 
Albany  county,  where  he  was  employed  as  foreman 
in  the  weaving  mills  for  some  years.  While  thus 
engaged,  in  i860,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his 
left  arm,  it  being-  caught  in  the  belt.  After  that  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Albany  county 
until  1893,  when  he  came  to  his  present  home  in 
Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

In  1863  Mr.  Connelly  married  Miss  Marian 
McAuley,  of  Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in 
1878,  leaving  one  daughter,  Jessie,  a resident  of 
Cohoes,  Albany  county.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  1879  with  Miss  Lunette  Stoddard,  who 
received  an  excellent  education  and  was  one  of  the 
successful  school  teachers  of  Susquehanna  county 
for  a period  of  six  years.  Her  parents  were  Wil- 
bur D.  and  Annie  (Prentice)  Stoddard,  representa- 
tives of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent 
families  of  Susquehanna  county.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Thompson  township  and  was  a son  of 
Jesse  Stoddard.,  a native  of  Massachusetts  and  a 
pioneer  of  Susquehanna  county.  Four  children 
were  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely: 
Raymond  and  Lila  both  died  in  childhood ; Harry 
W.,  born  in  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  in  1880,  attended  school 
in  Albany  and  is  now  in  a store  in  New  York  City; 
and  Luil,  born  in  Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  is  a student 
in  the  home  schools.  Mr.  Connelly  continued  his 
residence  in  Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  until  1893,  when 
he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  pur- 
chased the  old  Stoddard  homestead  in  Oakland 
township,  where  he  is  now  successfully  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  a member  of  the 
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Farmers  Alliance  of  Susquehanna,  and  is  a Repub- 
lican m politics.  1 hough  reared  in  the  Mennonite 
Church,  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a cultured  woman 
who  retains  the  noble  qualities  of  her  race  and 
people.  Both  stand  high  in  the  esteem  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  and  have  a wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  throughout  the  community  where 
they  now  live. 

JACOB  BROTZMAN,  a prosperous,  self- 
made  farmer  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  July  30,  1831,  in  Warren  county, 
N.  j.,  son  of  Samuel  and  grandson  of  Jacob  and 
Susannah  Brotzman,  natives  of  Germany,  who  died 
in  Blairstown.  Jacob  Brotzman  was  a farmer  by 
occupation. 

Samuel  Brotzman  was  born  March  12,  1808, 
in  Blairstown,  N.  J.,  and  was  married,  at  Easton, 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Eliza  Moser,  a native  of  that  town, 
whose  parents,  George  and  Susan  Moser,  were 
born  in  Germany ; they  died  at  Mosertown,  Penn. 
The  young  couple  took  up  their  residence  in  New 
Jersey,  and  thence  in  1836  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  locating  at  South  Auburn,  where 
they  ended  their  days.  Mr.  Brotzman  first  took 
up  fifty-four  acres  of  wild  land,  made  a clearing 
for  his  log  house  and  set  to  work  to  improve  the 
tract,  and  he  subsequently  took  up  another  ninety- 
six  acres.  He  passed  away  in  1893,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years,  and  his  wife  in  July,  i860,  at  the 
age  of  sixty,  and  they  were  laid  to  rest  in  South 
Auburn.  They  were  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  Their  children  were : George,  who  is  a 

farmer  in  Auburn  township;  Jacob,  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch ; Henry,  a farmer  of  Wisconsin ; 
Gabriel,  who  died  young;  Edward,  engaged  in 
farming  in  Wisconsin ; Susanna,  wife  of  Lyman 
Carter,  a retired  farmer  of  Waverly,  N.  Y. ; Sam- 
uel, a farmer  in  Wisconsin  (he  served  in  the  Civil 
war  in  Company  A,  57th  P.  V.  I.)  ; Isaac,  who  died 
at  Annapolis,  Md.,  of  diphtheria,  while  a prisoner, 
he,  too,  having  enlisted  in  the  Union  service ; 
William,  who  joined  Company  L,  13th  P.  A*.  C., 
and  was  killed  while  in  the  service ; and  Anthony, 
who  is  a farmer  on  the  old  homestead  in  South 
Auburn. 

Jacob  Brotzman  lived  with  his  parents  until 
he  reached  his  majority,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  and 
when  but  a lad  of  twelve  years  began  to  work  for 
neighboring  farmers  in  order  to  assist  his  parents, 
who.  though  hard-working  people,  needed  his  help, 
for  the  pioneers  of  this  region  had  a struggle  even 
for  an  ordinary  living.  After  leaving  home  he 
worked  for  one  week  at  75  cents  per  day,  and  after- 
ward received  $12  per  month  for  his  services,  en- 
gaging with  farmers  and  lumbermen  for  thirteen 
months.  He  then  went  to  Bradford  county,  where 
he  took  up  sixty-four  acres  of  new  land,  made  a 
clearing  for  a log  house,  and  there  remained  for 
ten  vears,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  received 


$1,000  for  the  place.  He  had  cleared  about  forty- 
five  acres.  Returning  to  Auburn  township,  Mr. 
Brotzman  took  up  a tract  of  eighty-eight  acres 
here,  which  he  also  improved,  and  five  years  later, 
after  he  had  thirty-five  acres  cleared,  the  place 
brought  him  $2,700,  though  he  paid  but  $300  for 
it.  Mr.  Brotzman  has  since  lived  on  his  present 
farm  in  Auburn,  comprising  eighty-four  acres  of 
good  land,  for  which  he  paid  $3,100.  Mr.  Brotz- 
man has  acquired  a comfortable  competence  by 
years  of  industry  and  thrift,  for  he  has  worked  very 
hard  until  recent  years,  his  son  now  operating  the 
farm.  He  is  very  active  for  his  age,  however,  and 
has  never  had  to  call  a doctor ; he  is  five  feet,  eight 
inches  in  height,  and  weighs  145  pounds.  Air. 
Brotzman  may  well  be  ranked  among  the  pioneers 
of  Susquehanna  county,  for  he  has  done  his  full 
share  in  the  conversion  of  what  was  once  a wilder- 
ness into  a productive  region,  and  he  is  highly 
respected  throughout  the  township,  where  he  is  well 
known. 

In  December,  1853,  Mr.  Brotzman  was  mar- 
ried, in  Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Clymena  Havens, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  daughter  of 
George  and  Hannah  (Freeman)  Havens,  who 
came  thence  to  Susquehanna  county  in  an  early 
day  and  made  a permanent  home  here.  Mrs. 
Brotzman  passed  away  August  18,  1890,  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years,  and  was  interred  in  Bolles  cemetery. 
She  was  the  mother  of  two  children,  Charles  and 
Armeda  J.,  both  of  whom  are  living  with  their 
father.  Charles  married  Miss  Emily  Wilson,  who 
died  leaving  three  children — Grace,  Cora  and  Jacob 
D.  Mr.  Brotzman  is  a Republican  in  political 
preference. 

KLINE  SHAVER,  a leading  farmer  and 
representative  citizen  of  Ararat  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  has  resided  here  since  1870,  having 
come  to  this  locality  from  Gilboa,  Schoharie  Co., 
N.  Y.  He  was  born  in  that  county,  in  1854,  a son 
of  Jacob  and  Letitia  (Kline)  Shaver.  The  father 
was  a native  of  Columbia  county,  that  State,  and 
was  reared  and  married  in  New  York.  In  1870 
he  brought  his  family  to  Pennsylvania  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  four  years  later.  His  wife 
still  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject.  She  was  born  in  New  York,  in  1823,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Catharine  (Decker)  Kline, 
natives  of  Columbia  county,  that  State.  Her  pa- 
ternal grandparents  were  John  and  Hannah  (Hoff- 
tella)  Kline,  the  former  a native  of  Germany,  the 
latter  of  New  York.  Her  grandfather  was  a fife 
major  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  at  the  close  of 
that  struggle  located  in  New  York,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  Cor- 
nelius Decker,  lived  and  died  in  Columbia  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a representative  of  one  of  its  most 
prominent  pioneer  families. 
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In  order  of  birth  the  children  born  to  the  par- 
ents of  onr  subject  were  as  follows:  Phebe  is  the 

wife  of  J.  W.  Ballard,  of  Elk  county,  Penn.;  Titus 
is  married  and  resides  in  Ararat  township,  Susque- 
hanna county ; Christina  is  the  wife  of  Edgar 
Strain,  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county ; Martha 
is  at  present  making  her  home  with  our  subject; 
Etta  is  the  wife  of  G.  L.  Payne,  of  Preston,  Wayne 
county ; Kline  is  the  next  of  the  family ; O.  j . is 
married  and  lives  in  Ararat  township ; and  Kleber, 
born  in  New  York  State,  in  1863,  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  in  partnership  with  our  subject.  They 
have  an  excellent  farm  of  315  acres,  which  they 
have  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
as  they  thoroughly  understand  their  chosen  calling, 
they  are  meeting  with  good  success  in  its  operation. 
They  are  industrious,  enterprising  and  energetic, 
and  have  become  quite  prominent  in  public  affairs. 
Both  are  ardent  supporters  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  have  several  times  served  on  the  election  board. 
Kline  is  a member  of  the  school  board,  to  which  posi- 
tion he  was  elected  February  18,  1896,  and  has 
served  as  secretary  of  the  same  four  years,  and  on 
February  15,  1898,  was  elected  assessor  of  the  town- 
ship. That  office  he  is  now  most  creditably  filling. 
Kleber  was  elected  township  clerk,  February  20, 
1894,  and  has  since  filled  that  position  with  the 
exception  of  one  term. 

MORGAN  L.  MILLER,  M.  D.,  of  Susque- 
hanna, though  now  only  in  the  meridian  of  life,  has 
attained  such  proficiency  in  medicine  and  surgery  as 
to  give  him  rank  among  the  foremost  in  the  pro- 
fession not  only  in  Susquehanna  county  but  in  east- 
ern Pennsylvania,  a section  in  which  his  ancestors 
in  several  lines  have  been  among  the  foremost  citi- 
zens, substantial  men  and  women  throughout  the 
century. 

Phillip  Miller,  the  Doctor’s  grandfather,  and  a 
native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  and  located  in 
Northampton  county,  Penn.,  where,  at  Easton,  was 
born,  in  1832,  David  Miller,  the  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  David  Miller,  who  early  in 
life  settled  at  Stroudsburg,  was  there  married,  in 
1858,,  to  Edna  Loder,  and  in  that  place  their  lives 
have  since  been  passed,  and  there  both  are  now  pass- 
ing life’s  evening  greatly  esteemed  and  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  that  community,  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Miller  is  the  owner  of 
considerable  property  in  and  about  Stroudsburg, 
and  his  business  has  been  in  the  line  of  real  estate. 
He  is  a business  man  of  ability  and  good  judgment, 
has  so  managed  his  own  affairs  as  to  make  him  an 
available  man  for  public  business,  and  his  services 
have  frequently  been  sought  by  his  fellow  citizens 
who  have  elected  him  to  a number  of  township 
offices.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a Democrat.  To 
the  marriage  of  David  and  Edna  (Loder)  Miller 
were  born  children  as  follows : Morgan  L.  is  our 
subject;  Laura  is  the  wife  of  William  Warner,  of 
Stroudsburg;  and  M.  Walter  is  a lawyer  in  Phila- 
delphia. 


Morgan  L.  Miller  was  born  December  i8r 
i860,  at  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  and  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  schools  of  Stroudsburg, 
graduating  at  the  academy  there,  and  supplement- 
ing it  with  a course  of  study  at  the  Monroe  Col- 
legiate Institute.  He  studied  medicine  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  N.  G.  Lesh,  of  Stroudsburg  ,and  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  1879,  t88o,  1881  and  1882,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  was  graduated  in  the  latter  year.  After 
his  graduation  he  located  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Lanesboro,  Penn.,  which  continued  to 
be  his  place  of  residence,  and  that  point  and  vicinity 
his  field  of  operation  up  until  in  March,  1899,  when 
he  moved  to  Susquehanna.  For  some  sixteen  years 
Dr.  Miller  was  the  physician  for  Harmony  town- 
ship, and  he  has  been  health  officer  for  the  village 
of  Lanesboro  from  the  creation  of  that  office.  He 
served  for  six  years  on  the  school  board  and  for  three 
years  was  a member  of  the  village  council.  Ambi- 
tious to  excel  in  his  profession,  the  Doctor  has  in  the 
last  half-decade  availed  himself  of  study  and  ob- 
servation under  some  of  the  most  learned  and  pro- 
ficient men  of  the  time  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and 
in  the  most  modernly  equipped  hospitals.  This 
preparation  included  a post-graduate  course,  in 
1896,  in  the  Medical  School  and  Hospital  in  New 
York  City;  and  also  a course,  in  1897,  in  the  New 
York  Polytechnic  Medical  School  and  Hospital. 
He  also  took,  in  1896,  an  operative  course  in  sur- 
gery under  Prof.  Charles  B.  Kelsey,  M.  D.,  of  New 
York ; and  also  a course  under  the  eminent  surgeon 
John  A.  Wythe,  and  Robert  T.  Dauborn,  of  that 
city.  Then,  thoroughly  prepared  through  years  of 
study  and  practice,  and  from  touch  with  men  of 
eminence  in  the  profession  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery, and  in  practice  and  observation  in  the  most 
modern  hospitals,  Dr.  Miller  has  become  especially 
fitted  to  render  the  highest  skill  of  this  advanced 
age  to  the  profession  in  and  about  the  locality 
in  which  his  lot  has  been  cast,  while  in  the  line  of 
surgery  he  has  especially  figured  successfully  in  a 
number  of  difficult  cases  and  in  which  he  has  at- 
tained high  rank.  His  ability  as  a surgeon  was  evi- 
denced by  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  in  his  ap- 
pointment, in  1897,  as  surgeon  for  that  great  road 
in  Susquehanna,  and,  too,  by  the  government  in  his 
appointment  as  one  of  the  Board  of  Examining 
Surgeons  for  Pensions  for  Susquehanna  county, 
both  of  which  positions  he  still  ably  and  efficiently 
fills.  He  is  a member  of  the  Susquehanna  Medical 
Society,  of  the  International  Association  of  Rail- 
road Surgeons,  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  also  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Surgeon  Asso- 
ciation. He  is  a most  active  and  energetic  busi- 
ness man  as  well  as  a busy  one  in  his  profession,  so 
much  so  that  it  is  with  difficulty  that  one  can  get 
his  attention  on  outside  matters.  He  is  genial  and 
social  in  manner,  easily  approached  and  cordial, 
which  give  him  just  popularity.  The  Doctor  es- 
tablished, in  1899,  a hospital  at  Susquehanna.  His 
political  affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party. 
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Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
identified  with  St.  Andrews  Commandery  at  Sus- 
quehanna. He  is  a director  in  the  City  National 
Bank  of  the  borough. 

On  June  3,  1883,  Dr.  Miller  was  married,  at 
Lanesboro,  to  Miss  Nellie  E.,  born  in  1855,  in  that 
village,  a daughter  of  David  and  Cordelia  (Weeks) 
Tavlor.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  attendants  at  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Miller  is  an 
active  member  and  worker  and  the  Doctor  a liberal 
contributor.  They  are  the  possessors  of  a fine 
property  at  Lanesboro,  and  have  a most  pleasant 
home  at  Susquehanna,  where  Mrs.  Miller  dispenses 
a generous  hospitality,  she  being  a lady  of  culture, 
refinement  and  accomplishments.  She  is  of  great 
assistance  to  the  Doctor  in  both  his  profession  and 
business.  The  Taylor  family  from  which  Mrs.  Mil- 
ler descends  was  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  the  forerunner  of  which  was  Dav- 
id Taylor,  her  great-grandfather,  who  with  his  wife 
Mercy  and  children  settled  in  Gibson  township  as 
early  as  1804,  and  at  Smiley  the  father  erected  and 
occupied  a hotel  building  where  was  dispensed  an 
old-time  hospitality.  In  1814  he  removed  to  what 
became  Taylortown  (now  Hickory  Grove),  named 
in  his  honor,  in  Great  Bend  township. 

William  Taylor,  Mrs.  Miller’s  grandfather, 
born  in  1780,  a hatter  by  trade,  worked  at  the  busi- 
ness and  supplied  various  localities  in  that  article 
throughout  the  State  and  also  the  State  of  New 
York,  carrying  on  the  business  near  Smiley  Hol- 
low. He  married  Elizabeth  Jones,  born  in  1789. 
They  removed  to  Taylor  Town  in  1816,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  dying,  he  in 
1851,  and  she  in  1864.  After  locating  in  Great 
Bend  township  he  was  mostly  employed  in  farming 
and  lumbering. 

David  Taylor,  Mrs.  Miller’s  father,  born  in 
1814,  was  reared  in  Great  Bend  township  to  the 
business  of  lumbering  and  farming  till  reaching 
his  majority,  receiving  only  one  term  of  school. 
On  becoming  of  age  he  purchased  of  his  father  600 
acres  of  timberland,  on  which  he  built  a sawmill, 
and  there  carried  on  the  lumber  business  until  1845 
when  he  settled  at  Lanesboro.  At  that  place,  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother  Jonathan,  he  purchased  the 
Jesse  Lane  property  which  consisted  of  considerable 
real  estate  including  a grist  and  saw  mill.  Shortly 
thereafter  David  sold  his  interest  to  another  brother, 
Jacob,  and  in  1851  .removed  to  what  was  known 
as  the  Hilborn  place,  which  he  purchased.  This 
property  he  sold  five  years  later  and  purchased 
the  Bethel  Hill  property,  and  in  1866,  the  John 
Comfort  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  his 
death,  in  1873.  He  was  a man  of  great  resolution, 
energy  and  self-reliance,  and  succeeded  in  accumu- 
lating a comfortable  competence.  He  was  also  a 
man  of  correct  habits  and  sympathetic  nature,  giv- 
ing liberally  to  the  Church  and  to  charitable  pur- 
poses, as  well  as  rendering  assistance  to  those  strug- 
gling with  adversity.  The  religious  connections  of 
the  Taylor  family  in  general  were  with  the  Univer- 


salist  Church.  The  political  affiliations  of  David 
Taylor  were  with  the  Republican  party,  to  which 
he  gave  his  support  and  influence.  He  was  twice 
married,  first,  in  1840,  to  Amity,  daughter  of  Mar- 
maduke  Salisbury.  She  died  seven  years  later  and 
he  married  (second),  in  1849,  Mrs.  Cornelia  B. 
Benton,  widow  of  Ansel  Benton,  but  formerly  Miss 
Weeks,  of  Afton,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1817,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Margaret  (Pearsall)  Weeks,  she  be- 
ing a woman  of  marked  intelligence  and  high  moral 
character.  To  this  second  marriage  of  David  Tay- 
lor were  born  Nora  T.,  in  1849,  who  married  Adel- 
bert  J.  Slager,  a prominent  business  man  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  now  treasurer  of  the  Binghamton 
Trust  Co.,  also  president  of  the  City  National  Bank 
of  Susquehanna;  Charles  M.,  born  in  1855,  a farm- 
er of  Harmony  township,  who  married  Agnes  E., 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Taylor  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing;  and  Nellie  E.,  the  wife  of  our  subject. 
David  Taylor  died  in  1873,  and  his  widow  in  1898. 

On  his  mother’s  side  Dr.  Miller  is  in  the  fifth 
generation  from  William  Loder,  whose  ancestors- 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  what  is  now  Ox- 
ford township,  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  the  line  of  his 
descent  being  through  William,  Isaac,  William  H.,. 
and  Edna  (Loder)  Miller. 

I.  William  Loder,  probably  of  English  descent,, 

born  in  1740,  in  Oxford  township,  married  in  1764, 
Catherine  , who  was  born  in  1745. 

II.  Isaac  Loder,  son  of  William,  born  in  1772, 
marriedSarah  Hummer,  born  in  1774.  They  resid- 
ed on  the  river  some  three  miles  below  Belvidere, 
N.  J.  He  died  in  1854,  and  his  wife  in  1839. 

III.  William  LI.  Loder,  son  of  Isaac,  and  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Edna  (Loder)  Miller,  born  in  1797, 
married,  in  1819,  Elizabeth  A.,  daughter  of  Freder- 
ick and  Margaret  (Snover)  Kinney,  of  Walnut 
Valley,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  in  1826  located  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  Penn.  Mr.  Loder 
was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed  that  as  an 
occupation  mainly  through  his  active  life.  He 
owned  a fine  farm  of  160  acres,  but  retired  from 
this  and  other  active  business  in  i860,  removing  to 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  in  1872.  Through  his  own  efforts  and  with- 
out any  pecuniary  assistance  he  acquired  a fair 
competence,  the  result  of  honesty  and  industry.  He 
ivas  a man  of  good  judgment  and  exemplary  hab- 
its, and  both  himself  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Stroudsburg.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  (1)  Frederick  K.,  born  in  1823,  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Michigan,  and  died  in  1885. 
(2)  Isaac  H.,  born  in  1826,  married  and  moved  to 
Kansas  about  1856,  and  there  resided  until  his 
death  in  1883.  (3)  Alexander  W.,  born  in  1828, 
married,  in  1851,  Emily  Van  Vliet.  He  is  a mer- 
chant at  East  Stroudsburg.  (4)  Sarah  M.,  born  in 
1833,  is  the  wife  of  Melchoir  Smith,  a wheelwright 
of  Stroudsburg.  (5)  Edna  is  the  mother  of  Dr.' 
Miller.  (6)  William  M.,  born  in  1839,  located  in 
the  State  of  Kansas,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  and  served  in 
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Missouri  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Nathan  Lyon,  who 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Wilson’s  Creek.  Later 
he  returned  east  and  again  enlisted  m the  service 
from  Stroudsburg,  serving  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Colonel.  After 
the  war  he  married  and  located  in  Albion,  Mich., 
where  he  has  obtained  a large  competence  as  lum- 
ber merchant  and  contractor.  Lie  is  now  a resident 
of  Albion,  Michigan. 

ALSEN  H.  BURDICK,  an  honored  and  high- 
ly-esteemed citizen  of  Clifford,  was  born  January 
9,  1842,  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Zebediah  Burdick,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Rhode  Island  January  20,  1812,  and  with 
his  parents  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1825, 
locating  in  the  eastern  part  of  Clifford  township, 
at  what  is  now  known  as  the  Burdick  settlement. 
In  connection  with  farming  he  followed  the  boot 
and  shoemaker’s  trade.  He  held  several  township 
offices,  and  belonged  to  the  State  Militia.  In  Madi- 
son county,  N.  Y.,  on  November  19,  1835,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Susan  Irish,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and 
a daughter  of  Elias  Irish,  who  removed  from  Con- 
necticut to  New  York  at  an  early  day.  Her  grand- 
father, Joseph  Irish,  was  also  a soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burdick  had  five 
children,  all  born  in  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  with  the  exception  of  the  eldest,  who 
was  a native  of  New  York.  Catherine  H.  is  now 
deceased;  Alsen  H.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Elmina  S.,  born  February  3,  1845,  is 
deceased;  John  J.,  born  June  1,  1848,  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year;  and  Loren  Z.,  born  May  24,  1850, 
completes  the  family.  The  father  was  called  to 
his  final  rest  August  2,  1865,  and  the  mother,  who 
was  born  April  22,  1808,  died  January  24,  1864,  of 
black  fever,  from  which  disease  her  daughter  also 
died.  Their  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery 
located  on  the  old  Burdick  homestead.  They  were 
earnest,  consistent  Christians,  members  of  the 
Seventh-Day  Baptist  Church. 

Alsen  H.  Burdick  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  received  a common-school  education.  He  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  their  deaths,  after  which 
he  purchased  a farm  of  seventy-five  acres  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  his  own  account  with  good 
success.  He  also  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  the  raising  of  cattle  and  sheep,  but  in  November, 
1892,  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Clifford,  and  is 
now  practically  living  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  former  toil. 

On  January  9,  1865,  in  Clifford  township,  Air. 
Burdick  married  Miss  Ann  F.  Finn.  The  only 
child  born  of  this  union  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Burdick  was  born  on  Elk  Mountain,  Clifford  town- 
ship, September  18,  1846,  a daughter  of  Clark  and 
Maria  (Coleman)  Finn,  also  natives  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  Her  grandparents,  James  and  Polly 
(Wells)  Finn,  and  John  and  Christina  (Felts)  Cole- 
man, were  farming  people,  and  life-long  residents 


of  Susquehanna  county.  In  early  life  her  father 
worked  at'  both  the  carpenter’s  and  blacksmith's 
trades,  but  later  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. He  died  in  Uniondale,  Susquehanna  county, 
in  1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  was 
buried  there.  His  widow  is  still  living  at  the  age 
of  seventy-six  years,  and  makes  her  home  in  Her- 
rick township,  Susquehanna  county.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Albert  E.,  deceased;  Ann  F.,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Henry  H.,  a mechanic  and  contractor  of 
Uniondale;  and  Christine  E.,  deceased  wife  of  O. 
W.  Chandler,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the 
old  Finn  homestead. 

Being  a strong  temperance  man,  Mr.  Burdick 
affiliates  with  the  Prohibition  party,  and  he  has  filled 
the  office  of  roadmaster  in  a most  creditable  and  sat- 
isfactory manner.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  and 
prominent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Clif- 
ford, in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  for  the  past 
five  years,  and  his  life  is  in  perfect  harmony  with 
his  professions. 

BURDICK  FAMILY.  Prominent  among  the 
old  historic  families  of  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  were  the  Burdicks.  Their  ances- 
tral home  was  in  Rhode  Island,  and  they  came  of 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock,  the  progenitor  of  the 
numerous  and  progressive  family  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, having  been  Stephen  Burdick,  who  served  in 
the  conflict  for  American  independence. 

Stephen  Burdick  was  a farmer,  and  lived  in 
Hopkinton,  R.  I.  He  was  a zealous  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem 
by  his  friends  and  neighbors.  He  married  Mary 
Church,  who  bore  him  nine  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, namely:  Joel,  Billings,  Caleb,  Joshua,  Thomas, 
Zebediah,  Stephen,  Kendall,  Elias,  and  Polly,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Barber  Cardner.  Not  all  these 
children  migrated  to  Susquehanna  county.  Elias, 
the  youngest  son  in  the  family,  came  first  in  1816, 
bringing  with  him  his  two  nephews,  Thomas  and 
Billings.  Simeon,  a brother  of  Thomas  and  Billings, 
also  came  in  1816.  In  1825  Kendall  Billings,  brother 
of  Elias,  also  removed  to  Clifford  township.  Joshua 
and  Billings  Burdick,  sons  of  Stephen,  moved  to 
Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Elias  Burdick,  the  youngest  son  of  Stephen, 
was  born  in  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  in  1780.  He  became 
a ship  carpenter,  but  in  1816  came  to  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  purchased  a farm. 
In  1806  he  married,  for  his  first  wife,  Patty  Bright- 
man  (1786-1810),  who  bore  him  two  daughters, 
Patty,  born  in  1807,  wife  of  Gideon  Palmer,  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  Thankful,  born  in  1809,  who 
married  Abram  Burdick,  of  Clifford.  For  his 
second  wife  Elias  Burdick  married  in  1811,  Sarah 
Brightman  (1788-1859),  and  by  this  marriage  his 
children  were:  Luther  (1812-1878),  a farmer  of 
Clifford  township;  Sally  (1814-1877),  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Cole,  also  deceased,  who  was  a farmer  of  Clif- 
ford township ; Mary,  who  married  her  cousin, 
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Philip  Burdick,  of  Clifford  township;  Julia,  born 
in  1818,  who  married  Rev.  B.  B.  Palmer,  a Method- 
ist Episcopal  minister  of  Nebraska  (both  now  de- 
ceased) ; Stephen,  born  in  1820,  a retired  farmer 
of  Clifford;  Abigail,  born  in  1822,  who  married 
William  H.  Main  (both  are  deceased)  ; Elisha,  de- 
ceased, born  in  1824,  who  settled  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Clifford  township;  and  Caleb  (1826-1874), 
a farmer  in  Clifford.  Elias  Burdick,  the  fa- 
ther, died  on  his  farm  in  1858,  aged  seventy- 
eight  vears.  Billings  Burdick,  son  of  Stephen,  set- 
tled in  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn., 
with  his  wife,  Hannah. 

Simeon  B.  Burdick,  who  came  to  Clifford  town- 
ship in  18x6,  was  born  inHopkinton.R.I.,  in  1788, the 
son  of  Billings  and  Hannah  Burdick,  and  the  grand- 
son of  Stephen  Burdick,  the  progenitor.  He  set- 
tled on  a farm  in  the  wilderness  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, and  he  and  his  wife,  Catherine  (Broton),  also 
a native  of  Rhode  Island,  became  prominent  set- 
• tiers.  They  were  devout  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  To  their  union  were  born  children  as  fol- 
lows : Louise,  who  married  Henry  Reynolds ; Sim- 
eon, a prominent  citizen  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; Thomas,  a retired  farm- 
er of  Clifford  township;  Caroline  (deceased),  who 
married  Rufus  Burritt ; Sarah,  widow  of  Olonzo 
Richardson,  of  Dundaif,  Penn. ; Jeremiah,  who  mar- 
ried Sarah  Stevens,  and  died  in  Scranton ; Alfred, 
who  moved  West;  Elmira,  who  married  Joseph 
Avery,  of  Carbondale ; Gilbert,  deceased ; Billings,  a 
farmer  of  New  Milford  township;  Fanny  (unmar- 
ried), of  Dunfall ; and  Charles,  who  resides  in 
Honesdale.  Simeon  B.  Burdick  died  December  24, 

1870,  aged  eighty-two  years;  his  wife  had  preceded 
him  to  the  better  land,  dying  in  1858.  The  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  Clifford  cemetery. 

Kendall  Burdick,  son  of  Stephen,  was  born  in 
1778,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  where  he  married  Hannah 
Gray,  who  was  born  in  1775,  and  died  in  1843. 
He  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  While  in  the  East 
he  was  engaged  as  steward  on  whaling  vessels,  but 
in  1825  he  removed  from  his  native  State,  settling 
in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  purchased  a farm  and  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits ; there  he  remained  until  his  death,  in 

1871,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  He 
was  an  earnest  Baptist  in  religious  belief,  and  realiz- 
ing the  need  of  a Church  home  in  the  new  settlement 
he  became  prominently  interested  in  the  construction 
of  the  Seventh-Day  Baptist  Church  near  his  farm. 
He  was  a close  and  accurate  student  of  the  Bible, 
and  preserved  to  a remarkable  degree  his  physical 
and  mental  powers  in  his  old  age.  His  children 
were  as  follows : Elias,  a mechanic,  who  remained 
in  Rhode  Island;  Mason,  for  a time  a farmer  of 
Clifford  township,  who  later  removed  to  Lacka- 
wanna county ; Dolly,  who  first  married  Putnam 
Edwards,  and  after  his  death  Roswell  Ames ; Abra- 
ham. a farmer  of  Clifford  township : Zebediah,  also 
a farmer,  of  Clifford  township ; Philip,  born  in 
Rhode  Island,  July  1,  1814,  who  married  Mary 


Burdick,  his  cousin  (daughter  of  Elias)  ; Happy, 
who  married  Ezra  Carpenter,  a farmer,  of  Union- 
dale  ; and  Harriet,  of  Clifford,  widow  of  Luther  S. 
Burdick. 

VAN  BUSKIRIv  FAMILY.  Andrew  Van 
Buskirk,  the  first  representative  of  the  family  in 
Harford,  Susquehana  county,  was  born  in  Hamp- 
tonburg,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  6,  1814,  son  of 
David  Van  Buskirk.  His  father  was  a man  of 
property,  but  reverses  overtook  him,  and  he  died 
when  Andrew  was  five  years  old.  His  mother’s 
maiden  name  is  believed  to  have  been  Raynor. 
They  had  nine  children.  Charlotte  (Raynor),  Levi, 
Cornelius,  Jeremiah,  Sylvenus,  two  sons  whose 
names  are  unknown,  Andrew,  and  Mary  Ann  (Os- 
trander). The  mother  struggled  to  keep  the  family 
together,  but  Andrew  was  at  an  early  age  appren- 
ticed to  the  trade  of  painter ; became  skillful  in 
decorating,  sign  painting,  and  gilding ; and  showed 
considerable  ability  as  an  artist.  In  his  after  years 
of  farming  he  still  loved  his  trade,  and  earned  many 
dollars  at  it. 

On  February  8,  1837,  in  Wallkill,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Andrew  Van  Buskirk  married  Mary  Gil- 
lespie, who  was  born  August  20,  1813.  Her  father, 
Robert  Gillespie,  was  born  April  28,  1774,  and 
married  Leah  Crance,  who  died  in  October,  1813. 
They  lived  in  Scotchtown,  Orange  county.  Their 
children  were:  Andrew,  Jonathan  Dunning,  Alan- 
son,  Permelia  (Smith),  Susan  (Smith),  Amanda 
(Dailey),  and  Mary  (Van  Buskirk). 

Mary  (Gillespie)  Van  Buskirk  was  an  esti- 
mable woman,  adored  by  her  children,  scarcely  less 
by  those  who  came  into  her  family  by  marriage. 
Converted  in  her  youth,  she  united  with  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  in  Montgomery,  and  later,  by 
letter,  with  the  Congregational  Church  of  Harford, 
She  was  her  father’s  housekeeper  until  her  mar- 
riage, after  which  he  lived  with  his  children  in  their 
various  places  of  abode,  dying  in  Newburg,  N.  Y., 
December  23,  1857.  With  the  exception  of  a few 
years  spent  in  Susquehanna  county  his  life  was 
passed  in  Orange  county,  New  York. 

Andrew  Van  Buskirk,  wife  and  infant  daughter 
removed  to  Harford  from  Montgomery  in  Febru- 
ary, 1839.  Her  sister  Amanda,  who  married  Henry 
Dailey,  came  soon  after,  Dailey  buying  the  Samuel 
Thatcher  homestead.  Andrew  Van  Buskirk  pur- 
chased the  Hosea  Tiffany  homestead  for  $1,200. 
In  July,  same  year,  he  made  a transfer  with  Thomas 
Sweet,  who  owned  the  Robert  Follet  farm,  and 
here  they  lived  until  1852.  Robert  Gillespie  had 
previously  purchased  seventy  acres  of  Samuel  Guile 
(originally  belonging  to  John  Carpenter),  on  which 
stood  the  old  Columbian  school  house,  and  had  given 
the  place  to  his  daughter  Mary;  and  thither  they 
removed.  This  school  house,  erected  in  1809,  was 
the  first  one  in  Harford.  It  remained  in  use  until 
1820;  was  afterward  occupied  by  many  families; 
and  underwent  some  changes.  Mr.  Van  Buskirk 
doubled  its  length,  painted  and  beautified  it,  and 
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subsequently  it  was  still  further  enlarged.  The 
original  school  room  is  the  parlor  of  this  house,  and 
in  it  the  first  three  of  Andrew  Van  Buskirk  s daugh- 
ters were  married  by  Rev.  A.  Miller. 

As  the  years  went  by  Mr.  Van  Buskirk  en- 
larged the  farm,  billing  seventy  acres  more,  and 
erected  buildings.  I he  place  was  peculiarly  adapt- 
ed to  dairying,  and  his  wife’s  skill  as  a butter 
maker  was  unequalled.  1 he  high  prices  created 
by  the  Civil  war  enabled  him  to  purchase  the  farm 
of  Henry  M.  Jones,  containing  126  acres,  and 
thither  he  removed  for  about  two  years,  leaving 
the  old  home  with  his  son  David  and  daughters 
Ella  and  Carrie.  Returning,  he  built  a very  large 
barn.  The  years  following  lie  added  the  Timothy 
Hurley  farm,  21  acres;  the  Martin  Blanding  farm, 
106  acres;  the  Jacob  Clark  farm,  44  acres;  the  Joel 
Harding  farm,  123  acres;  and  the  Daniel  Piper 
farm,  17  acres.  All  of  these  farms  adjoined  his, 
save  Harding’s.  He  loved  the  spur  of  debt,  and 
his  advice  always  was : “Run  into  debt  for  what  is 
valuable,  and  then  bend  every  energy  to  get  out." 
The  amount  of  butter  made  on  the  farm  from  1853 
to  1S83  was  enormous.  But  his  ability  to  make 
money  was  largely  aided  by  a prudent,  tireless  wife, 
of  excellent  judgment. 

To  this  couple  were  born  eight  children : Caro- 
line, December  14,  1837  (died  August  4,  1839)  ; 
Elizabeth  G.,  November  19,  1839 ; Evaline,  Septem- 
ber 15,  1841  ; David  A.,  May  19,  1843  (a  sketch  of 
whom  follows)  ; Mary  Ellen,  May  30,  1845;  Caro- 
line L.,  February  17,  1848;  Leah  G.,  January  16, 
1850  (died  January  27,  1850)  ; William  Harrison, 
May  20,  1855. 

(1)  Elizabeth  G.  Van  Buskirk  married  Urbane 
Tingley,  son  of  Judge  Charles  Tingley,  February 
6,  i860.  He  inherited  the  farm  of  his  father,  and 
subsequently  paid  for  a large  farm  in  New  Milford. 
Mrs.  Tingley  was  left  a widow  in  February,  1889. 
She  has,  with  patience,  tact  and  heroism,  maintained 
unbroken  the  homestead  of  200  acres.  The  New 
Milford  farm  and  her  own  inherited  farm  added 
to  her  cares.  She  has  that  nobility  of  character 
that  enables  her  to  entertain  royally  in  any  society, 
yet  hesitates  not  to  perform  labor  that  often  falls 
to  the  farmer’s  wife.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tingley 
were  born  children  as  follows : One  that  died  in  in- 
fancy, Eva  Tingley  (Harding),  Clara  May  (de- 
ceased), Arthur  Burr  (deceased),  Anna  Belle  (de- 
ceased), Adah  Pearl  (Summers),  Blanche,  Urbane 
Boyd,  and  Charles  Jay.  The  youngest  daughter 
is  attaining  excellence  as  a painter. 

(2)  Evaline  Van  Buskirk  was  married,  March 
11,  1861,  to  William  H.  Tiffany,  who  comes  of  the 
hardy  pioneer  Tiffanys  who  first  settled  Harford. 
In  company  with  Peter  Cramer,  of  New  Jersey, 
he  owns  a large  property  in  Alford,  Susquehanna 
county,  including  a saw  and  grist  mill  and  a store. 
He  manages  the  large  business  with  judgment,  and 
is  ably  assisted  by  his  son-in-law,  John  S.  Marean. 
Mrs.  Tiffany  inherits  her  mother’s  lovable  dispo- 
sition, and  her  affability  and  tact  make  her  a wel- 


come member  of  any  circle  or  society.  Both  her- 
self and  only  child,  Mrs,  Hattie  A.  Marean,  are 
earnest  workers  in  the  Church. 

(3)  David  A.  Van  Buskirk  was  brought  upon 
a farm,  where  there  was  no  lack  of  labor,  early  show- 
ing superiority  in  turning  off  work.  It  moved  on 
without  hindrance,  and  apparently  without  effort. 
In  1866  he  decided  to  purchase  the  Henry  M.  Jones 
farm  of  his  father,  the  price  being  $5,000.  His  sister 
Carrie  was  his  housekeeper.  The  high  prices  com- 
manded by  butter  and  young  stock  after  the  war 
was  his  opportunity.  Incessant  labor,  great  pru- 
dence and  economy  caused  this  large  debt,  principal 
and  interest,  to  entirely  disappear  in  eight  years ; 
and  in  the  meantime  he  had  worked  up  a large  dairy, 
and  surrounded  himself  with  all  the  tools  and  ma- 
chinery of  farming.  He  was  very  fond  of  horses, 
could  control  the  worst  specimens,  and  each  one, 
while  doing  its  full  quota  of  work,  improved  on  his 
hands. 

In  1888  Mr.  Van  Buskirk,  who  had  acquired  . 
the  Martin  Blanding  farm,  made  .a  transfer  with 
L.  L.  Leroy,  of  New  Milford  borough,  and  thither 
he  removed  and  began  mercantile  pursuits,  engaging 
at  first  in  the  meat  business.  Two  years  later  he  • 
added  a grocery  stock,  continuing  both  lines  one 
year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  out  and  pur- 
chased a livery  business  from  William  B.  Phin- 
ney.  That  gentleman  afterward  bought  a half  in- 
terest, and  the  business  is  now  conducted  under  the 
firm  style  of  Van  Buskirk  & Phinney;  Mr.  Van 
Buskirk  has  invested  much  capital  in  this  enterprise. 
In  company  with  A.  H.  Crosier,  of  Thompson,  he 
purchased  the  undertaking  establishment  of  Na- 
thaniel Kimber,  which  they  continue  to  carry  on, 
the  firm  being  Crosier  & Van  Buskirk.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  Mr.  Van  Buskirk  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  the  borough.  He  owns  a fine 
house  and  lot  there,  and  still  retains  the  old  farm, 
which  bears  the  marks  of  his  improving  hand.  A 
Democrat  in  politics,  he  takes  a warm  interest  in 
local  affairs,  and  served  two  years  each  as  super- 
visor and  poormaster  while  residing  in  Harford 
township. 

On  February  23,  1876,  Mr.  Van  Buskirk  was 
married  in  Harford  township,  to  Miss  Addie  Car- 
penter, a native  of  the  same,  who  belonged  to  one 
of  the  pioneer  families  of  Harford ; her  parents,  Elias 
and  Amanda  (Tiffany)  Carpenter,  being'  children 
of  settlers  from  Massachusetts.  She  began  teaching 
when  seventeen,  the  common  schools,  Harford 
graded  school,  and  Soldiers’  Orphans  School  being 
the  fields  of  her  good  work.  In  her  married  life 
her  home  was  like  herself,  a place  of  neatness,  taste, 
culture  and  refinement.  In  1883  she  and  her  hus- 
band adopted  the  infant  son  of  his  brother,  whom 
they  named  Glenn  Carroll.  Mrs.  Van  Buskirk  died 
October  22,  1890. 

On  June  22,  1892,  Mr.  Van  Buskirk  married 
Emilie  A.  Lamb,  daughter  of  Ambrose  J.  and  Eu- 
phemia  (Mudge)  Lamb.  Her  birthplace  is  Thomp- 
son, Susquehanna  county.  Her  ambition  was  early 
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in  the  line  of  teaching,  and  beginning  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  she  counts  many  terms  of  school  as  tri- 
umphs of  diligence  and  well-directed  energy.  For 
many  years  she  has  held  a position  in  the  New  Mil- 
ford graded  school,  and,  though  principals  have 
been  changed  often,  the  directors  have  retained  her 
over  all  applicants.  She  is  eminently  successful  as 
a primary  teacher.  She  holds  a warm  place  in  the 
hearts  of  the  family  into  which  she  has  married,  and 
her  culture  and  refinement  make  her  prominent 
in  society. 

(4)  Mary  Ellen  Van  Buskirk,  called  from 
childhood  "Ella,”  married  Wallace  L.  Thatcher,  of 
Harford,  December  18,  1867.  She  inherits  from  her 
father  sound  common  sense,  and  is  very  practical ; 
and  to  her  prudence,  economy,  and  judgment  her 
husband  owes  what  success  has  come  in  the  material 
things  of  life.  She  has  sympathized  with  his  am- 
bitions and  intellectual  pursuits,  and  shares  joy- 
ously in  whatever  successes  he  has  attained.  The 
following  named  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Mary  Catherine — “daughter  Kate,”  diligent  and 
dutiful;  Arthur  S.,  who  died  in  childhood  and  Jesse 
O.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

(5)  Caroline  L.  Van  Buskirk  called  from 
childhood  "Carrie,”  married  John  W.  Belknap, 
March  23,  1872.  Like  the  other  children,  there  was' 
no  disposition  to  shirk  hard  work ; and  she  left  the 
scenes  of  childhood  to  help  carve  out  a home  on 
wild  land  in  Osceola,  Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y.,  which  her 
husband  had  some  time  before  purchased.  Many 
privations  were  endured.  Some  years  after  they 
resided  in  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  but  again  returned 
to  Osceola,  where  she  died  May  28,  1892.  Her  re- 
mains were  brought  back  and  interred  in  the  village 
cemetery,  whither  her  father  and  mother  had  preced- 
ed her,  and  where  all  the  family  expect  to  sleep. 
Kir.  Belknap  still  resides  in  Osceola.  In  his  early 
manhood  he  was  a teacher,  in  later  years  a tireless 
worker.  They  had  two  children:  Lennie  E.,  who 
died  in  childhood ; and  May  Adelle. 

(6)  William  Harrison  Van  Buskirk,  abbre- 
viated to  "Harry,”  married  Augusta  M.  Devine, 
February  27,  1879.  His  father  took  down  the  old 
house  on  the  Jacob  Clark  farm,  once  occupied  by 
John  Carpenter,  and  erected  a large  residence.  The 
young  couple  set  out  to  pay  for  this  farm  and  home, 
but  on  the  birth  of  their  second  child  she  died,  Aug- 
ust 2,  1883.  Two  children  were  born  to  them : Win- 
field S.  and  Glenn  Carroll  (adopted  by  bis  brother). 
On  August  22,  1885,  he  married  Lizzie  F.  Cook. 
He  proved  himself  an  excellent  farmer,  with  the 
ability  to  dispatch  work ; the  farm  was  paid  for,  but 
he  subsequently  rented  it  and  removed  to  Harford 
village,  where  he  is  mail,  passenger,  and  freight 
carrier  between  that  place  and  Kingsley  station  on 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad. 
Mrs.  Van  Buskirk  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Church. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  this  union : Ethel 
R.,  Carrie  A.  and  Pearl. 

The  discerning  eye  of  Judge  Tingley  had  meas- 
ured the  qualities  of  Andrew  Van  Buskirk’s  fam- 


ily when  he  said  to  his  son  Urbane : “You  had  better 
look  for  a wife  among  his  daughters.”  And  his 
advice  was  taken.  All  four  daughters  became  mem- 
bers of  the  Harford  Congregational  Church. 

Andrew  Van  Buskirk  dlied  September  27, 
1884.  A restless  life  came  to  an  end.  But  he  had 
proved  that  energy  and  determination,  backed  up 
by  a will  that  would  brook  no  control,  could  make 
money  from  a farm  very  stony  and  rough.  His 
widow  outlived  him  five  years,  dwelling  among  her 
children  in  peace  and  rest.  She  died  at  her  son 
Harry’s,  April  8,  1889,  and  a life  of  patience  and 
great  forbearance  was  merged  into  that  "rest  that 
remaineth  for  the  people  of  God,”  on  the  "ever- 
lasting hills”  of  heaven.  The  remains  of  both  were 
buried  at  Harford.  And  the  old  homestead,  with 
its  many  memories,  has  passed  into  the  hands  of 
strangers. 

THE  THACHER  FAMILY.  Parliamentary 
writs  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII  (1509-1547),  and 
earlier,  give  clews.  The  name  is  written  Le 
Thaccher  and  Le  Thachere.  The  insertion  of  a 
“t”  in  the  middle,  in  recent  years,  by  some  of  the 
family  is  without  right.  The  uniform  spelling, 
Thacher,  for  seven  generations,  is  conclusive  evi- 
dence. 

The  Hugo  manuscript  in  the  British  Museum 
says  that  a Rev.  Peter  Thacher  was  vicar  of  the 
parish  of  Queen  Camel,  Somersetshire,  England, 
from  1574  to  1624.  There  are  strong  reasons  for 
believing  that  he  was  the  father  of  Rev.  Peter 
Thacher  of  Salisbury,  Wiltshire,  England,  and  of 
Antony  Thacher.  Died  1624.  Children : Peter,  John, 
Rebeccah,  Antony,  Anne  (Batt). 

The  first  son  was  vicar  of  the  parish  of  Milton 
Clevedon,  Somersetshire,  six  years ; then  rector  of 
the  Church  of  St.  Edmunds,  Salisbury,  Wiltshire, 
eighteen  years,  dying  in  1640.  Born  1588.  Matricu- 
lated, Queen’s  Colleee,  Oxford,  1603.  Master’s  de- 
gree, 1611.  Married  Anne  . Children: 

Peter,  Thomas,  Ann,  Martha  (Barker),  Elizabeth, 
John,  Samuel,  Paul,  Barnabas.  Thomas  came  to 
America  in  1635  with  his  uncle  Antony.  From 
these  two  the  Thachers  in  America  are  descended. 

This  son  Thomas,  born  in  1620,  became  first 
minister  of  Old  South  Church,  Boston.  Educated 
by  Rev.  Chas.  Chauncey,  afterward  president  of 
Harvard  College.  Eminent  in  piety  and  intellectual 
attainments.  Married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Ralph  Partridge,  minister  at  Duxbury.  Children : 
Peter,  Ralph,  Thomas,  Patience  (Kemp),  Eliza- 
beth (Davenport).  Died  in  1678. 

Peter,  born  1651,  resided  at  Milton,  Mass.  Or- 
dained pastor,  1681.  Married  Theodora,  daughter 
of  Rev.  John  Oxenbridge.  Children:  Theodora, 
Bathsheba,  Oxenbridge,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Peter, 
John,  Thomas,  John  (2).  Died  in  1727. 

Peter,  born  1688,  resided  at  Middleboro,  Mass. 
A graduate  of  Harvard.  Ordained  1709.  Married 
Mary  daughter  of  Samuel  Prince,  Esq.,  of  Sand- 
wich. Children:  Mary,  Mercy  (Foster),  Peter, 
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Samuel,  Susanna,  Thomas,  John,  Oxenbridge, 
Moses,  Theodora.  He  died  1744- 

Peter,  born  1716,  resided  at  Attleboro,  Mass. 
Graduated  at  Harvard.  Degree  of  A.  M.  ^ Ordained 
1748.  “Eminent  and  fervent  in  piety.”  “Faith- 
ful and  beloved  pastor  of  Second  Congregational 
Church,  Attleboro.”  Married  Bethiah,  daughter 
of  Dea.  Obadiah  Carpenter.  Children : Mercy 
(Tyler),  Peter,  Thomas,  Obadiah,  John,  Mary, 
Bethiah  (Blanding),  Moses,  Samuel,  Nathan 
Prince.  He  died  1785. 

(1)  Mercy  married  John  Tyler  and  moved  to 
Harford  in  1794.  They  had  a large  family.  Job,  the 
second  son,  has  a grandson,  Edward  J.  Tyler,  dea- 
con of  Harford  Congregational  Church,  the  only 
representative,  with  his  children,  of  the  Tylers  in 
Susquehanna  countv.  Joab,  third  son,  was  the  fa- 
ther of  Prof.  William  S.  Tyler,  of  Amherst  College. 

Peter  married  Nanna  Tyler.  His  first  son, 
Peter,  married  Susan  Carpenter.  Children : Susan, 
John,  Calista  C.  These  three,  together  with  John’s 
sons,  are  the  only  representatives  of  the  Thacher 
family,  bearing  the  name,  now  (1900)  living  in 
Attleboro. 

(4)  Obadiah  had  a large  family.  Came  to  Har- 
ford in  1799.  Among  his  children,  Moses  was  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University,  a Presbyterian  minis- 
ter. He  edited  a religious  and  anti-Masonic  paper, 
having  once  been  a member  of  the  Order,  is  an  author 
and  State  Senator  for  Massachusetts.  In  early 
anti-slavery  days  he  was  associated  with  William 
Lloyd  Garrison.  Hannah  (Pride)  and  Philene 
(Hotchkin)  were  missionaries  among  the  Choctaw 
Indians.  Tyler  graduated  at  Brown  University,  was 
pastor  at  Hawley,  Mass.,  and  went  to  California 
in  1851.  An  author. 

(5)  John,  born  1759,  married  Sarah  Richard- 
son. Children:  Sally  (Tyler),  Nathan  P.,  John, 
Myra  (Stephens),  Daniel,  Bethiah  (Ellsworth), 
Rebeccah,  Onley,  Amanda  (Greenwood),  Seth 
Williston.  John  Thacher  was  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier. Came  to  Harford  in  1799.  A farmer.  Died 
1841. 

(6)  Alary,  unmarried,  came  to  Harford  previous 
to  1800. 

(7) AIoses  was  one  of  the  famous  Nine  Partners 
who  came  from  Attleboro  in  Alay,  1790,  and  pur- 
chased 2,560  acres  of  wild  land,  now  the  center 
of  Harford  township.  Aloses  did  not  settle  until 
1799.  His  son,  Washington,  was  a pupil  of  Rev. 
Lyman  Richardson.  Began  theological  study  in 
1818:  licensed,  1821.  Trustee  of  Auburn  Theologi- 
cal Seminary.  A home  missionary.  Honorary -de- 
gree of  A.  AT,  from  Hamilton  College. 

(9) Samuel,  one  of  the  Nine  Partners,  settled  in 
Harford  in  1794.  Of  his  large  family,  all  found 
their  way  eventually  to  the  West,  save  Peter.  He 
has  a son  in  Binghamton,  Prof.  S.  N.  Thacher ; a 
daughter,  Harriet  (Kimball),  in  Little  Meadows, 
Susquehanna  county;  a daughter,  Lizzie  (Upham), 
in  Binghamton. 


Returning  to  the  fifth  child,  John  ; his  children  : 

(1)  Sally  married  Col.  Job  Tyler.  One  daughter, 
Polly  Wadsworth  (Guile),  is  still  living,  in  Har- 
ford, aged  eighty. 

(2)  Nathan  P.  had  one  son  living  in  Harford, 
Ebenezer  Bailey  Thacher,  respected  citizen.  He 
married  Nancy  Tiffany.  Two  children:  Edward 
C.  and  Abbie  (Perigo).  Abbie  has  four  chil- 
dren, and  one  grandchild. 

(3)  John  married  Sally  More,  and  had  a large 
family.  Edwin  was  a county  sueprintendent  of 
schools  in  Michigan.  Azor  had  children:  Rachel 
(Elbrecht),  Emerson  A.,  Elizabeth,  Hattie  (El- 
brecht).  Emerson  married  Julia  Elbrecht;  two  sons 
and  three  daughters ; a farmer  and  respected  citizen 
of  Harford. 

(4)  Myra  married  Philander  Stephens.  The 
daughters  were  teachers.  One  son,  Almon  P.,  re- 
sides at  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county ; an  ex- 
State  Senator. 

(5)  Daniel,  born  in  1791,  married  Huldah, 
daughter  of  Abel  Read,  Sr.  A farmer  residing 
in  Harford.  Children:  Julia  (Hawley),  Russel  R., 
Daniel  Byington,  Elizabeth  Sweet  (Noyes).  He 
died  in  1861. 

(7)  Rebeccah,  unmarried,  resided  in  Harford. 
At  sixty  years  she  had  read  the  Bible  through  sixty 
times.  At  seventy,  it  is  believed,  seventy  times. 

(10)  Seth  Williston,  born  1805.  Resided  in 
Harford.  Married  Nancy  Sweet,  a granddaughter 
of  Hosea  Tiffany,  leader  of  the  Nine  Partners. 
A farmer.  Children : Byington,  a successful  grocer, 
residing  at  Alontrose;  Mirantha  living  in  Harford. 
He  survived  all  John’s  other  children,  dying  in  1897. 

Returning  to  the  children  of  Daniel:  (1)  Julia 
married  Nathan  Hawley,  a cabinet  maker.  Re- 
sided in  Harford  and  Scranton.  Children : Sarah 
Elizabeth,  a painter ; Anna  M.,  who  married  Berth- 
old  Galland ; Effie  J.,  a teacher  of  reputation,  who 
married  Louis  A.  Watres,  lawyer  of  eminence, 
and  an  ex-lieutenant-governor  of  Pennsylvania ; 
Nathan  Hawley  was  killed  by  a locomotive,  in  July, 
1863. 

(2)  Russel  Read,  born  August  26,  1816. 
Through  the  accidental  cutting  of  his  foot,  when 
eighteen  years  old,  by  which  he  nearly  lost  his  life, 
he  took  up  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  He  was  fore- 
man of  the  extensive  shop  of  Albert  AIoss,  New 
Milford,  Penn.,  working  for  him  sixteen  years  at 
$300  per  year.  With  this  he  paid  for  the  pretty 
little  farm  near  Harford  village,  supported  his  family 
and  educated  his  children.  Married,  1839,  Catharine 
Spearbeck.  With  only  the  opportunities  of  the 
common  schools  of  those  days,  and  two  terms  at 
Franklin  Academy,  her  education  was  well  developed 
and  very  practical.  She  taught  a number  of  terms. 
Her  familiarity  with  the  Bible  was  great.  Children  : 
Wallace  L.,  Daniel  B.,  Agnes  B.  Russel  Thacher 
became  a farmer.  Was  commissioned  drum  major 
by  Gov.  Bigler.  Is  now  in  his  eighty-fourth  year. 

(3)  Daniel  B.  died  young. 
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(4)  Elizabeth  S.  married  John  B.  Silkman. 
He  was  a civil  engineer.  Later  he  became  promi- 
nent among  Erie  Railway  officials,  and  he  would 
have  risen  to  its  presidency  had  he  lived.  Elizabeth 
married  James  S.  Noyes,  a real-estate  broker  in 
New  York.  He  was  killed  by  an  elevator. 

Returning  to  the  children  of  Russel:  (1)  Wall- 
ace L.  (See  personal  sketch). 

(2)  Daniel  B.,  a harnessmaker,  residing  in  Har- 
ford. Married,  1870,  Alice  V.  Steenback.  One 
child,  Flora  B.  In  1876  he  became  a grocer,  re- 
maining thus  for  eighteen  vears,.  diligent  and  suc- 
cessful in  business,  a man  of  sterling  integrity,  re- 
spected by  all.  Treasurer  of  the  township.  Died 
in  1895,  aged  forty-eight. 

(3)  Agnes  B.,  a teacher  of  keen  intellect  and 
deep  thinking;  very  successful  in  the  common  schools, 
and  the  graded  schools  of  Harford  and  Montrose. 
Largely  self-educated. 

Twelve  generations  have  been  here  outlined, 
covering  three  hundred  and  fifty  years,  every  link  es- 
tablished beyond  doubt,  save  the  first. 

Oxenbridge  Thacher,  first  son  of  Rev.  Peter 
Thacher,  Milton,  Mass.,  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1698.  Many  years  selectman  of  Boston 
and  representative  to  General  Court.  A preacher 
and  public  man.  He  had  a son  Oxenbridge,  an 
attorney  of  eminence;  graduated  Harvard  College, 
1738;  died  1765.  Was  representative  to  General 
Court  for  Boston.  Author  of  “The  Sentiments  of  a 
British-American,”  appearing  at  same  time  with 
writings  of  James  Otis,  1764.  [See  Grenville  Mel- 
len’s  U.  S.  History.]  These  two  men  were  co- 
laborers with  Samuel  Adams,  patriot. 

Oxenbridge  Thacher,  Esq.,  had  a son  Rev. 
Peter  Thacher,  D.  D.,  of  Boston.  Thomas  Antony 
Thacher  was  an  honored  and  beloved  professer  at 
Yale,  lately  deceased.  Hon.  George  Thacher,  in 
Congress  about  1812,  was  a distinguished  judge  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Massachusetts.  George  PI. 
Thacher,  a graduate  of  Princeton,  was  four  times 
mayor  of  Albany.  John  Boyd  Thacher,  his  son, 
was  also  mayor.  Solon  O.  Thacher  was  an  attorney 
(1889)  at  Lawrence,  Ivans.,  and  president  of  a 
national  bank.  Thomas  Thacher,.  a descendant  of 
Antony,  born  at  Yarmouth  Port,  Mass.,  on  lands 
of  Antony,  foreclosed  a western  railroad ; was  made 
receiver,  reorganized  it.  Hon.  Peter  Thacher, 
Cleveland,  was  a contractor  in  the  building  and 
operation  of  a number  of  public  works.  Hon.  Peter 
Thacher,  Boston,  was  an  attorney  of  ability,  also  a 
judge.  These  last  two  men  were  very  diligent  and 
enthusiastic  in  collecting  family  history. 

The  coat  of  arms  of  the  family  bore  the  motto : 
’“Cedant  anna  togac,  conccdat  lanrea  linguae” 
(Let  military  authority  yield  to  the  civil  power; 
let  the  laurel  yield  to  eloquence). 

The  Congregational  Church  of  Harford  was 
organized  June  15,  1800,  with  seven  members,  all 
bringing  letters  from  the  Second  Congregational 
Church  of  Attleboro.  Three  of  these  were  Mercy 


Thacher  Tyler,  John  Thacher,  and  his  sister  Mary. 
John’s  wife,  Sarah,  united  before  the  close  of  the 
years.  He  was  its  first  clerk.  On  the  roll  of  this 
Church  to-day  are  sixty  persons  bearing  the  family 
name,  and  probably  as  many  more  if  we  traced  the 
blood  into  other  families.  Three  deacons : Moses, 
Onley  and  Wallace. 

Peter  Thacher’s  ancestor  was  rector  of  an 
Epicopal  Church,  conforming  to  its  ritual,  but 
having  strong  leanings  to  Puritanism.  His  son, 
Thomas,  reaching  America,  escaping  the  tyranny 
of  the  “Established  Church,”  soon  became  an  In- 
dependent, or  Congregationalist,  and  the  generations 
following  have  kept  the  faith. 

In  the  church  at  Attleboro  were  brought  up  the 
Carpenters,  Thachers,  Richardsons,  Tylers,  Sweets, 
Reads,  Blandings  of  more  than  a century  ago. 
Under  the  Puritan  preaching  of  Peter  Thacher  were 
developed  the  stern  characters  and  stubborn  opinions 
of  the  founders  of  the  Harford  Church.  Says  Prof. 
William  S.  Tyler:  "Providence  selected  some  of  the 
choicest  seed-corn  from  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut, with  a sprinkling  from  some  of  the  other 
New  England  States,  to  plant  on  the  hills  and  in  the 
valleys  of  Harford.  They  were  of  Puritan  stock. 
They  brought  with  them  the  stern  theology  of 
Hopkins  and  Emmons.” 

This  family  history  records  many  titles,  offices, 
honors,  etc.,  gained  by  its  members.  These  are 
the  successes  that  the  world  counts  as  substantial 
and  as  triumphs.  But  in  this  great  family  the  great 
majority  have  the  greater  honor  of  being  “heirs  of 
God  and  joint  heirs  with  Jesus  Christ.”  Many  of 
them  were  humble  toilers.  The  truly  wise  concede 
great  honor  to  honest  toil  and  a clean  life. 

Wallace  L.  Thacher  was  born  in  New  Mil- 
ford, Susquehanna  county,  March  28,  1841,  and 
removed  with  his  father  to  the  home  in  Harford  in 
1852.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  entered 
the  select  schools  of  Melissa  J.  Guile  and  Mary  Mil- 
ler, and  took  one  term  (i860)  at  Franklin  Academy, 
but  his  education  is  largely  due  to  study  at  home. 
To  Miss  Guile  he  ascribes  the  honor  of  first  in- 
spiring him  with  a desire  for  knowledge,  and  open- 
ing to  his  mental  vision  the  possibilities  of  life.  He 
taught  four  terms. 

In  1863  our  subject  entered  the  harness  shop 
of  T.  J.  Carr  as  an  apprentice.  A better  opportunity 
opening,  he  became  a clerk  in  the  westward  freight 
office  of  the  Erie  railway  at  Jersey  City:  In  1867 

he  married  Ella  Van  Buskirk  and  at  her  solicita- 
tion became  a farmer,  continuing  thus  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  In  connection  with  this  occupation  he 
resumed  his  profession  a portion  of  each  year,  teach- 
ing thirteen  terms  of  common  school,  one  in  the 
Springville  graded  school,  two  in  Harford  graded, 
two  in  Gibson  graded,  being  principal  in  each.  In 
1876  his  diagrams  in  Civil  Government,  in  the 
Susquehanna  county  school  exhibit,  Centennial  Ex- 
position, Philadelphia,  attracted  the  attention  of  M. 
Buisson,  commissioner  of  education  for  France, 
Mr.  Thacher  receiving  a personal  compliment  from 
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him.  This  aroused  his  enthusiasm  and  ambition. 
Four  years  of  study  and  writing,  amid  hindrances 
and  discouragements,  carrying  on  meanwhile  farm- 
ing and  teaching,  resulted  in  a book — “Outline 
Lessons  in  Civil  Government" — for  the  common 
schools  of  Pennsylvania.  One  thousand  copies  were 
published  at  his  own  expense,  and  absorbed  by 
his  county  and  Wayne.  Sample  copies,  on  request, 
have  reached  places  all  over  the  world.  Had  he 
possessed  capital  Mr.  Thacher  would  have  cap- 
tured the  State  with  his  book,  and  made  a fortune. 
In  1885'  Lafayette  College  granted  him  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  A.  M.,  “mainly  for  the  production 
of  a good  and  useful  book."  in  1888-90  lie  wrote 
forty-one  chapters  of  local  history,  the  larger  part 
being  a “Centennial  History  of  Harford  Township.” 
He  has  reported  teachers’  institutes,  farmers’  insti- 
tutes, Harford  farmers’  club  sessions  (eight  years), 
and  written  on  many  subjects,  the  papers  contain- 
ing these  articles  being  the  Independent  Republican, 
Nezv  Milford  Advertiser,  Susquehanna  Ledger,  and 
Susquehanna  County  Educator.  In  the  lecture  field 
he  has  been  successful  with  “Gettysburg”  and 
“Alexander  Hamilton.”  Our  subject  was  deacon 
and  clerk  of  the  Harford  Congregational  Church, 
resigning  after  twenty  years’  service,  and  in  1900 
was  secretary  of  the  Centennial  celebration  of  his 
Church.  The  same  year  he  acted  as  secretary  of 
the  Reunion  of  Franklin  Academy  students.  He 
has  served  his  township  as  school  director  and  as- 
sessor. 

Mr.  Thacher  was  an  ardent  Republican  until 
1885,  since  when  he  has  been  a Prohibitionist.  Fie 
employs  his  leisure  hours  in  historical  research,  of 
which  he  never  tires,  for  his  town  and  county, 
being  secretary  of  the  latter’s  historical  society,  and 
was  secretary  of  the  Centennial  celebration  of 
Harford  which  occurred  in  1890.  Since  1894  he 
has  devoted  all  his  time  to  his  little  farm.  He  prides 
himself  on  good  crops  and  clean  farming,  perform- 
ing nearly  all  the  manual  labor  himself.  He  finds 
that  education  is  not  a disqualification  for  work, 
but  rather  an  encouragement ; and  is  content  to  be 
classed  among  “the  horny-handed  sons  of  toil.” 

JOHN  FREDERICK  WELLBROCK,  a 
prominent  wholesale  liquor  dealer  of  Forest  City, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Bremen,  Germ- 
any, April  q,  1864,  a son  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Schroder)  Wellbrock,  who  never  left  the  Father- 
land. 

Henry  Wellbrock,  who  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years. 
His  wife  is  still  living  in  her  native  land,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine.  Their  children  were  Matta,  who  is 
now  the  widow  of  Herman  Heisenbuttel,  and  a resi- 
dent of  Germany;  John,  also  of  that  country;  Han- 
nah, wife  of  Herman  Cook,  of  Germany;  Katie,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Henry  Reuken;  and  John  Frederick. 
The  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  John  and 
Metta  Wellbrock,  and  John  and  Anna  Schroder,  all 
lifelong  residents  of  Germany. 


John  F.  Wellbrock  was  reared  on  a farm  in 
his  native  land,  and  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when 
he  emigrated  to  America.  He  came  alone,  and  first 
located  in  New  York  City,  where  he  engaged  in 
clerking  in  a grocery  store  for  six  years,  and  for  one 
year  conducted  a store  of  his  own.  On  disposing 
of  his  business  he  moved  to  Carbondale,  Penn., 
where  he  worked  as  a blacksmith  for  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  Railroad  Co.,  for  two  years.  He  then 
came  to  Forest  City,  and  purchased  the  William 
Iiartung  liquor  store,  which  he  carried  on  for  five 
years.  The  following  year  he  engaged  in  hotel- 
keeping, and  then  embarked  in  the  wholesale  liquor 
business,  with  which  he  is  still  connected.  His  place 
of  business  was  destroyed  by  fire  July  22,  1899,  and 
he  has  erected  a good  brick  building  for  his  own 
use.  He  is  an  enterprising,  wide-awake  business 
man,  and  is  meeting  with  good  success. 

On  September  1,  1884,  at  Carbondale,  Mr. 
Wellbrock  married  Miss  Emma  Schaff,  and  to  them 
has  been  born  one  son,  Henry  A.  Mrs.  Wellbrock 
is  a native  of  Honesdale,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of 
Adam  Schaff.  She  has  three  brothers  and  one  sis- 
ter : George,  Mary  and  John,  who  reside  in  Carbon- 
dale, Penn.,  and  JacoD,  who  resides  in  Albany,  New 
York. 

Mr.  Wellbrock  attends  the  Lutheran  Church. 
As  a Democrat  he  takes  quite  an  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  local  political  affairs.  He  was  elected 
poor  director,  to  fill  a vacancy,  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  one  year,  and  since  1893  has  been  an 
influential  member  of  the  town  council,  being  elected 
president  of  the  same  in  March,  1898,  and  again  in 
1899.  At  the  Democratic  convention  held  in  Janu- 
ary, 1900,  Mr.  Wellbrock  was  a candidate  for  the 
nomination  for  burgess  against  John  F.  Gallagher, 
and,  each  having  a large  following,  it  developed 
into  the  most  interesting  Democratic  factional  fight 
in  the  history  of  Forest  City  politics.  Mr.  Gallagher 
however,  being  a foreman  for  the  Hillside  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  controlled  a large  number  of  votes  and  he 
was  declared  the  nominee  by  one  vote.  After  the 
convention  Mr.  Wellbrock  supported  and  assisted 
in  electing  his  party  ticket,  but  the  votes  were  hardly 
counted  at  the  election  in  February  when  a strife 
commenced  for  the  organization  of  the  borough 
council.  Mr.  Wellbrock  himself  entered  the  field  as 
a candidate  for  treasurer,  and  another  stubborn  fight 
was  on,  the  same  faction  that  defeated  him  for 
burgess  opposing  him  for  treasurer.  But  having 
profited  by  his  defeat,  and  the  experience  gained  two 
months  previous,  he  was  this  time  successful  beyond 
expectation,  on  March  5,  1900,  receiving  the  entire 
vote  of  both  the  Democratic  and  Republican  mem- 
bers of  council. 

WILLIAM  BIRDSALL.  In  the  thrifty  ap- 
pearance of  his  well-kept  acres,  this  leading  agri- 
culturist of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
betrays  the  provident  characteristics  which  have 
led  to  his  success.  His  farm  is  a model  of  neatness. 
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Every  object  upon  which  the  eye  may  fall  shows 
careful  thought  and  foresight.  Thrifty  manage- 
ment has  brought  prosperity. 

Mr.  Birdsall  was  born . in  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.,  November  n,  1829,  a son  of  George  C.  and 
Catherine  (Embler)  Birdsall.  George  C.  Birdsall 
was  born  in  Columbia  county  in  1796,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  married  Catherine  Embler,  who 
was  born  in  Orange  county  in  June,  1802.  Residing 
in  Orange  county  for  some  years  after  marriage, 
George  Birdsall  moved  thence  to  Chenango  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  later  to  Binghamton,  and  nearly  a half 
century  ago  came  to  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  became  a highly-respected  citi- 
zen. He  was  blessed  with  a family  of  fourteen 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living,  and  at  his 
•death,  September  23,  1887,  eight  of  his  children 
were  permitted  to  follow  the  remains  of  their  loved 
father  to  his  last  resting  place.  There  are  now 
living  fifty-two  grandchildren,  ninety-six  great- 
grandchildren, and  four  great-great-grandchildren. 
Mr.  Birdsall  was  a thorough,  thrifty  farmer,  con- 
tented with  his  lot.  He  was  a kind,  indulgent  fa- 
ther, an  obliging  neighbor,  and  a Samaritan  in  time 
of  trouble.  He  was  a firm  believer  in  the  Universal 
Church  of  Christ,  and  was  instrumental  in  the 
building  and  support  of  Church  work,  helping  to 
erect  the  Gibson  and  other  churches.  His  funeral 
services  were  held  from  the  North  Jackson  M.  E. 
Church.  His  worthy  wife  died  in  1870.  In  politics 
George  C.  Birdsall  was  always  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  he  ever  aspired  to  office. 

Of  his  children,  Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  married 
J.  W.  Gillett,  of  Gibson  ; both  are  dead.  Malinda 
is  the  wife  of  Beverly  Gutcheus,  of  Cortland  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  John  (deceased)  married  Miss  Eunice 
Pellett,  of  Harford  ; they  moved  to  Wisconsin,  set- 
tling in  a town  which  they  named  Gibson,  where 
he  died.  Benjamin  married  Miss  Hannah  Pellett, 
and  moved  to  Wisconsin ; he  now  lives  retired  at 
Kernev  City.  Catherine  J.  married  Coe  Wells,  of 
Gibson,  and  is  now  a widow  and  a resident  of  Bing- 
hamton. Christina  married  Darius  Peck,  now  a 
resident  of  Wisconsin.  Amanda  is  now  the  widow 
of  Amos  Sherwood,  of  New  Milford.  Ann  married 
H.  Payne,  of  Gibson,  and  they  are  now  residents 
of  New  Milford.  Ellen  married  Jackson  Par- 
mater,  of  Gibson,  where  he  died ; she  later  married 
L.  C.  Benson,  of  Susquehanna.  Martha  married 
Edgar  French,  of  Susquehanna.  Others  of  the 
children  of  George  C.  Birdsall  died  young. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district  and 
select  schools  of  his  town,  remaining  on  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when 
he  engaged  in  farming  for  himself.  In  February, 
1856,  he  married  Miss  Delana  D.  Dann,  of  Deposit, 
N.  Y.,  one  of  Deacon  Dann’s  daughters,  and  of  an 
old  family.  After  marriage  our  subject  and  wife 
settled  in  Harford  township,  where  he  followed 
farming.  On  April  2,  1864,  after  he  moved  to 
Jackson,  his  wife  died,  leaving  one  son  and  one 
daughter.  Ival,  the  son,  born  in  Harford  in  i860, 


married  Miss  May  Roberts,  of  Jackson,  who  died 
when  they  were  residents  of  Lanesboro,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1882,  leaving  her  husband  with  one  son,  George 
C.,  now  a resident  of  Jackson;  later  Mr.  Birdsall 
married  May  Silsby,  of  Nebraska,  and  he  now  re- 
sides in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  trade.  Nellie  D.  Birdsall,  the  daugh- 
ter of  our  subject  by  his  first  wife,  was  born  in 
Harford  in  July,  1862.  She  married  Lawrence 
Hazen,  of  Sidney,  Neb.,  where  she  died  soon  after 
marriage. 

In  1867  our  subject  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Amity  Potter,  daughter  of  William  and  Ra- 
chel Potter,  one  of  Harmony  township’s  prominent 
pioneer  families.  To  William  and  Amity  Birdsall 
were  born  ten  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Grace  L., 
born  May  20,  1869,  married,  in  1886,  E.  B.  Norris, 
of  Jackson.  They  reside  in  Stroudsburg,  Monroe 
county,  where  he  clerks  in  a store  for  Wallace 
Bros.  They  have  had  six  children,  of  whom  five 
are  living,  Benjamin  C.,  Carrie  May  (deceased), 
Kenneth  I.,  Evelyn,  Nellie  and  Ethel.  (2)  Benja- 
min F.,  born  in  1870,  died  when  three  and  one- 
half  years  of  age.  (3)  Royal  W.,  born  in  June, 
1873,  is  a business  man  of  Hampton,  Iowa.  (4) 
Katie  R.,  born  in  February,  1876,  was  educated  at 
the  Factory ville  high  school.  She  married  Dr, 
M.  D.  Snyder,  of  Dundaff,  who  was  educated  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  and  they 
reside  in  Dunmore,  near  Scranton.  (5)  Lottie  E., 
born  in  November,  1878,  graduated  from  the  Laurel 
Hill  Academy  in  the  class  of  ’96,  later  attended  the 
Normal  School  in  Stroudsburg,  and  became  one  of 
the  successful  teachers  in  the  schools  of  Susque- 
hanna county  and  Cortland  county,  N.  Y.  She  is 
a lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  is  most  highly 
esteemed.  On  February  21,  1900,  she  married  Ar- 
thur L.  Matthews,  of  Susquehanna,  who  is  a car- 
penter by  trade,  and  a most  estimable  young  man. 
(6)  Fannie  B.,  born  November  28,  1880,  was  a 
student  at  the  Laurel  Hill  Academy,  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  is  a teacher  in  the  home  schools ; 
she  is  a very  bright  young  lady.  (7)  George  C., 
born  August  12,  1882,  is  a student  in  the  New  Mil- 
ford high  school.  (8)  James  R.,  born  January  10, 
1884,  (9)  Stanley  M.,  born  in  August,  1886,  and 
(To)  John  E.,  born  April  4,  1891,  are  the  younger 
children. 

In  1865  Mr.  Birdsall  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside  for 
more  than  a third  of  a century.  He  has  adorned 
this  farm  with  substantial  and  beautiful  buildings, 
and  made  many  other  notable  improvements,  hav- 
ing one  of  the  refined  homes  and  most  highly  cul- 
tivated farms  in  Jackson  township. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a leading  member  of 
the  Prohibition  party  of  his  town.  For  a number 
of  terms  he  has  held  the  office  of  school  director. 
Himself  and  family  are  active  and  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  for  several  years 
Mr.  Birdsall  has  filled  the  offices  of  trustees  and 
treasurer  of  the  Church.  He  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
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fluential  and  prosperous  citizens  of  the  township, 
and  the  clean-cut  character  of  his  business  methods 
and  habits  are  amply  exhibited  by  the  splendid  con- 
dition of  his  properties.  A distressing  accident,  a 
few  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Birdsall  was  assisting  in 
threshing  grain  for  a neighbor,  in  which  he  was 
caught  in  the  machine,  necessitated  the  amputation 
of  his  left  foot,  and  although  he  has  since  been  a 
constant  sufferer  his  invincible  spirit  still  dominates 
his  work,  and  he  manages  his  extended  business  with 
the  same  ability  and  success  as  in  younger  years. 

DENNIS  SHAY,  deceased.  As  a soldier  of 
the  Civil  war  the  subject  of  this  sketch  made  an 
honorable  record,  while  by  his  upright  life  as  a 
private  citizen  he  proved  himself  no  less  worthy 
of  esteem.  His  military  service  began  Septem- 
ber 21,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  17th 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  he  was  soon  after  ap- 
pointed commissary  sergeant,  with  which  rank  he 
served  until  mustered  out,  in  June,  1865.  While  he 
was  never  wounded,  the  hardships  of  army  life 
impaired  his  health,  and  his  widow  now  draws  a 
pension  from  the  government. 

Mr.  Shay  was  born  April  22,  1825,  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  a son  of  Benjamin  Shay,  and  grand- 
son of  John  and  Jane  Shay,  well-known  residents 
of  that  locality.  Our  subject  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1829,  with  his  parents,  who  located  in  Jes- 
sup township,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  en- 
gaged in  farming . and  lumbering  in  that  locality. 
For  some  years  he  conducted  a sawmill,  but  after 
his  removal  to  his  present  homestead  in  New  Mil- 
ford township,  in  1859,  he  devoted  his  attention  to 
agricultural  work.  As  a good  citizen  and  a stanch 
Republican  he  took  keen  interest  in  local  affairs, 
although  he  did  not  seek  official  honors.  While  re- 
siding in  Jessup  township  he  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Fairdale,  of  which  his  father 
was  a leading  member  for  a number  of  years,  and 
later  he  attended  the  Church  at  New  Milford,  but 
did  not  unite  with  it.  His  death  occurred  November 
2,  1894,  from  the  effect  of  the  amputation  of  his 
left  limb,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  New  Milford.  On  March  5,  1846,  he  was 
married,  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  to  Miss  Beulah  Ann  Bertholf,  who  sur- 
vives him.  They  had  a large  family  of  children, 
of  whom  seven  are  living:  (1)  W.  Chauncey,  born 
December  9,  1846,  is  a farmer  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, and  is  prominent  in  local  politics,  serving  at 
present  as  supervisor.  He  is  married,  and  has  four 
children,  David,  Theron,  Grace  and  Howard.  (2) 
Martha  J.,  born  December  12,  1847,  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen.  (3)  John  H.,  born  August  8,  1849,  is  a 
farmer  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
His  family  consist  of  four  children,  Myrtie,  Ar- 
thur, Alma  and  Harley.  (4)  David  W.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1852,  is  a farmer  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship- (5)  Rosette,  born  February  5,  1854,  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  years.  (6)  Sarah  A.,  born  March 
12,  1856,  married  Byron  Walker,  a farmer  in  New 


Milford  township,  and  has  four  children,  Edith,. 
Lulu,  Jessie  and  Mabel.  (7)  Clarence  E.,  born  April 
20,  1858,  resides  at  the  old  homestead.  He  has  a 
family  of  three  children,  Dennis,  Ada  Belle  and 
Ivan  M.  (8)  George  E.,  born  September  20,  i860, 
is  an  expressman  at  Peckville,  Penn.  He  has  one 
child,  Carleton.  (9)  Anne  E.,  born  March  24,  1863, 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  (10)  Louisa  L.,  born 
October  9,  1866,  was  married  December  26,  1894, 
to  Clarence  E.  Washburne,  a farmer  in  New  Mil- 
ford township,  and  has  one  son,  Shay.  She  is  a 
good  musician,  and  has  taught  music.  Mrs.  Shay  has 
six  great-grandchildren. 

Airs.  Beulah  A.  (Bertholf)  Shay  still  resides  at 
the  homestead,  which  is  attractively  located  on  a 
hill,  known  as  “Shay  Hill.”  She  comes  of  good 
pioneer  stock,  and  her  paternal  grandparents,  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Perry)  Bertholf',  came  from  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  clay,  settling  in  Jessup 
township.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  died  in  New  Jersey,  while  on  a visit. 
Samuel  Bertholf,  Mrs.  Shay's  father,  was  born  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  located  in  1840  in  Jes- 
sup township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  fol- 
owed  farming  in  connection  with  the  blacksmith’s- 
trade.  He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,, 
and  died  in  that  faith  in  1870,  aged  seventy  years. 
His  wife,  Martha  (Couse),  died  January  7,  1890, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  at  the  home  of  our 
subject,  and  both  are  interred  in  Bertholf  cemetery,. 
Jessup  township.  Mrs.  Bertholf  was  a native  of 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  her  parents,  Henry 
and  Margaret  (Opedack)  Couse  (who  were  both 
born  in  Germany),  made  their  home  upon  a farm 
in  their  later  days.  Samuel  and  Martha  Bertholf 
had  the  following  children : Beulah  Ann,  Mrs. 
Shay ; Henry,  deceased ; Elizabeth,  who  died  in 
childhood;  John,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Peter  Berdell,  of  Scranton;,  Penn. ; Edwin,  de- 
ceased; Watson,  an  attorney  at  Scranton;  Margaret, 
wife  of  Wilson  Dewitt,  a clerk  in  Philadelphia,  and 
Benjamin,  deceased. 

CHARLES  BRIDGE,  the  efficient  and  popular 
postmaster  at  Sawkill  village,  Pike  county,  has  a fine 
farm  in  the  most  beautiful  portion  of  that  picturesque 
region,  a portion  of  Sawkill  lake,  which  comprises 
eighty-four  acres,  being  on  his  estate.  The  lake 
affords  excellent  fishing,  pickerel  and  other  varie- 
ties of  the  “finny  tribe”  being  found  in  abundance, 
and  this  with  the  other  attractions  of  the  place 
brings  to  the  farm  every  summer  a number  of 
tourists  who  have  learned  to  appreciate  its  advan- 
tages. 

Mr.  Bridge  was  born  November  9,  1849,  in 
Rockland  county,  N.  Y.,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Ade- 
line (Myers)  Bridge,  natives  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  America  early  in  life  and  were  married  in 
New  York  Cjty.  In  1850  they  settled  near  Sho- 
hola  Station,  Pike  county,  where  the  father  was- 
employed  as  foreman  on  the  Erie  R.  R.  and  also 
engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a man  whose  quali- 
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ties  of  character  commanded  respect,  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Democrat  and  he  held  the  offices 
of  tax  collector,  poormaster  and  constable.  His 
death  occurred  in  May,  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two,  and  his  wife  died  in  1883,  aged  sixty,  their 
remains  being  interred  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Shohola.  Of  their  children  the  eldest,  Will- 
iam, who  married  Mary  Wolfe,  is  a boatman  and  re- 
sides at  Barryville,  N.  Y. ; Charles,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below ; Peter,  a stone  mason 
by  trade,  was  accidentally  killed  while  at  work  in 
a quarry ; Lawrence,  who  married  Mary  Stein- 
hart,  resides  at  Gulf  Summit,  N.  Y.,  and  is  em- 
ployed as  track  foreman  by  the  Erie  R.  R. ; Carrie 
married  George  Beisel,  a carpenter  and  farmer  at 
Shohola ; George,  who  married  Libbey  Hass,  is  a 
farmer  and  stone  cutter  at  Shohola ; Henry,  who 
married  Miss  Susan  Watson,  is  a stone  cutter  at 
Stockport,  N.  Y. ; Miss  Katie  resides  at  Shohola ; 
Elizabeth  married  George  Vogt,  a stone  cutter  at 
Paterson,  N.  J. ; Annie  married  John  Englehart,  a 
farmer  at  Shohola,  and  Joseph  resides  in  New  York 
City. 

Charles  Bridge  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-four,  but  at  nineteen  he 
began  to  learn  the  stone  mason's  trade,  entering 
the  employ  of  the  Erie  R.  R.  Co.,  with  whom  he 
remained  about  eighteen  years.  During  this  time 
he  worked  on  different  divisions  of  that  road,  and 
in  1874  his  work  took  him  to  Dingman  and  Milford 
townships,  Pike  county,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
The  estate  contains  280  acres  of  choice  land,  and 
while  much  of  his  time  is  devoted  to  its  manage- 
ment, he  also  works  at  his  trade.  In  politics  he  is 
a Democrat,  and  in  addition  to  the  office  of  post- 
master, to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1895,  he  has 
served  three  years  as  County  Auditor  (1882-1885), 
and  nine  years  as  school  director,  with  three  years 
longer  to  serve.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  belongs  to  various  fraternities  including 
the  K.  of  H.  and  the  Royal  Oak. 

On  December  16,  1874,  he  was  married  in  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary  H.  Stark,  and  five 
children  brighten  their  home : Carrie  M.,  May  A., 
Charles  P.,  Frank  H.  and  Lillie.  Mrs.  Bridge  was 
born  May  16,  1848  (on  the  adjoining  farm  now  oc- 
cupied by  John  Stark),  daughter  of  John  P.  and 
Margaret  Stark. 

OSCAR  E.  STANTON,  one  of  the  most  in- 
dustrious and  energetic  lumbermen  and  farmers 
of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a worthy 
representative  of  a prominent  pioneer  family  of  the 
county,  whose  members  have  been  important  factors 
in  the  development  and  prosperity  of  this  section  of 
the  State.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Stanton, 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  was  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  locating  on  what 
was  known  as  the  Rebecca  Cox  tract  of  land,  where 
he  cleared  and  improved  a farm.  He  died  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Preston  township,  leaving  a fam- 


ily of  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely : Sam- 
uel, Sidney,  Henry,  David,  John;  Louisa,  wife  of 
Abram  Haines,  of  Preston  township;  Betsy,  wife 
of  David  Dix,  of  the  same  township;  Eunice,  wife 
of  Charles  Roberts,  of  Scott  township,  and  Maxie, 
wife  of  Jesse  Haynes,  of  Scott  township. 

Of  these  children,  Samuel  Stanton  (father  of 
our  subject),  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1817, 
and  in  Preston  township  grew  to  manhood,  having- 
very  limited  educational  advantages,  tie  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Flynn,  and  then  located  on  a tract  of 
wild  land  in  Preston  township,  which  he  trans- 
formed into  a good  farm,  improved  with  substan- 
tial buildings.  Selling  his  first  purchase  in  1868, 
he  bought  fifty  acres  near  Shehawken  Pond  in  the 
same  township,  the  place,  which  was  partially  im- 
proved, being  known  as  the  George  Case  farm. 
With  the  help  of  our  subject  he  cleared  the  entire 
tract  and  soon  had  a very  desirable  farm,  on  which 
he  and  his  wife  spent  their  remaining  days,  his  death 
occurring  February  16,  1890,  hers  one  year  pre- 
viously when  she  was  seventy-three  years  of  age. 
In  Preston  township  four  children  were  born  to  this 
worthy  couple.  (1)  William  H.,  born  in  1849,  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  township,  and 
in  early  life  married  Victoria  Benedict,  who  died 
some  years  ago,  leaving  four  children — Leland,. 
Daisy,  Mvrl  and  Nina.  He  lived  in  Preston  town- 
ship, where  he  followed  lumbering  and  farming, 
and  in  1885,  while  sawing  lumber  in  a mill,  he  was 
caught  in  the  shaft  and  killed.  A short  time  pre- 
viously he  had  married  Mrs.  Nelson  Woodmansee, 
of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county.  (2)  Lucy  was  well 
educated  and  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
school  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  is  now  the  wife 
of  Daniel  L.  Sanford,  a farmer  of  Preston  township, 
and  has  four  children — Catharine,  Evan,  Essie  and 
Har-ry  (an -adopted  child).  (3)  Julia  A.  is  the  wife 
of  Darwin  W.  Tallman,  who  is  engaged  in  mining 
at  Long  Mont,  Colo.,  where  they  make  their  home. 
Their  children  are  Winnie  B.,  Sidney  P.,  Samuel 
H.,  and  Mary  Philina. 

Oscar  E.  Stanton,  who  completes  the  above 
mentioned  family,  was  born  April  4,  1859,  in  Pres- 
ton township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiv- 
ing a common  school  education,  and  early  becoming 
familiar  with  the  occupations  of  farming  and  lum- 
bering, which  he  has  made  his  life  work.  He  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  in  1883,  and  besides  this 
valuable  and  well  improved  property,  he  now  owns 
the  John  Clark  homestead  of  seventy-one  acres  in 
the  same  township,  purchased  in  1896. 

In  June,  1884,  Mr.  Stanton  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Frances  A.  Reynolds,  of  Preston 
township,  a daughter  of  Solomon  and  Mary  Rey- 
nolds, pioneers  of  Wayne  county.  She  was  born  in 
i860,  and  is  one  of  their  family  of  five  children,  the 
others  being  George  W.,  who  died  when  a young 
man ; Clara  M.,  wife  of  Daniel  Hadden,  of  Wayne 
county ; Myrtle,  who  died  when  young ; and  Earle, 
who  is  single  and  lives  in  Delaware  county,  N. 
Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanton  have  an  interesting 
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family  of  five  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of 
birth  are  as  follows;  William  Carl,  born  in  Febru- 
ary, 1886;  lna  B.,  January  25,  1.888;  Harold,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1893  ; Lulu  May,  December  16,  1896;  and 
Leo,  September  18,  1899.  Mr.  Stanton  is  descended 
from  good  old  Whig  stock,  and  since  casting  his 
first  vote  has  supported  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Repblican  party.  His  father  was  a soldier  of  the 
Civil  war,  belonging  to  the  company  commanded  by 
Capt.  H.  L.  Stephens  of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county. 
Religiously  his  mother  was  for  sixty  years  a most 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
•Church,  with  which  himself  and  wife  are  now  con- 
nected. In  the  social  circle  of  their  community  they 
occupy  an  enviable  position,  and  they  are  certainly 
deserving  the  high  regard  in  which  they  are  uni- 
versally held. 

S.  E.  SLITTON  has  accomplished  a satisfac- 
tory work  as  a farmer  and  has  acquired  a comforta- 
ble competency,  which  now  enables  him  to  lay  aside 
all  business  cares  and  enjoy  a well-earned  rest. 
For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  and 
enterprising  agriculturists  of  Springville  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  but  in  1892  he  sold  one  farm 
and  has  since  lived  retired.  He  still  owns  a nicely 
improved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  but  makes  his  home 
with  his  son’s  widow. 

Mr.  Sutton’s  ancestors  were  among  the  hardy 
sons  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  His  grandfa- 
ther, Samuel  Sutton,  was  born  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Vermont.  The  father,  who  also  bore 
the  name  of  Samuel,  was  born  there,  but  dur- 
ing his  childhood  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Pennsylvania.  After  a short  time  spent  in 
Wyomng  county,  the  family  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  traveling  on  horseback  through  the 
woods,  as  there  were  no  roads  at  that  time.  They 
located  in  Springville  township  when  it  was  almost 
an  unbroken  wilderness.  The  grandfather  pur- 
chased a tract  of  land,  but  had  to  go  in  debt  for  it, 
and  it  was  not  freed  from  this  incumbrance  until 
after  the  father  came  into  possession  of  the  same 
in  later  years.  Fie  followed  farming  throughout 
life,  was  always  a supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was 
married  in  Springville  township,  to  Miss  Betsy 
Tuttle,  a daughter  of  Ezra  Tuttle,  and  to  them  were 
born  seven  children,  as  follows.  Theresa,  deceased 
wife  of  Welcome  Smith,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
minister ; M.  R.,  a surveyor,  who  resided  in  cen- 
tral New  York;  Henrietta,  deceased  wife  of  Miles 
Prichard ; Julia  Ann,  widow  of  John  Johnson,  of 
Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county;  S.  E.,  our 
subject;  Sabrina,  deceased  wife  of  Lafayette  Rosen- 
grant,  of  Springville  township;  and  Eliza,  wife  of 
William  Tiffany,  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn.  The 
father  died  in  1875,  aged  eightv-four  years,  the 
mother  in  1885,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  five  months 
and  five  days. 

S.  E.  cnitton  was  born  in  Springville  township, 


October  8,  1826,  and  received  a common  school 
education.  He  remained  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage, assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-eight,  he  was  married  in  Lathrop 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Samantha 
Emily  Lathrop,  who  was  born  in  1839,  and  died 
April  2,  1894.  Four  children  were  born  of  this 
union : Edward,  a resident  of  Springville  township, 
married  Ella  Bullock,  and  has  six  children ; M.  R., 
who  married  Ida  Springer  and  died  June  22,  1898, 
leaving  two  children,  Ila  and  Lula;  Bertha,  wife  of 
A.  Vail,  of  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; and  Alida,  deceased. 

Prior  to  his  marriage,  Mr.  Sutton  purchased 
eighty-six  acres  of  land  in  Springville  township, 
most  of  which  was  wild,  but  he  soon  had  seventy- 
five  acres  cleared  and  under  excellent  cultivation. 
Later  he  bought  another  tract  of  146  acres  of  par- 
tially improved  land,  but  sold  the  same  in  1892,  and 
is  now  living  with  his  daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Ida 
Sutton.  Throughout  his  active  business  life  he  fol- 
lowed general  farming  and  dairying,  and  due  success 
was  not  denied  him.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  has  most  creditably  filled 
the  office  of  supervisor  of  his  township.  He  at- 
tends and  supports  the  Evangelical  Chujrch,  of 
which  he  is  a trustee.  His  uprightness  and  in- 
tegrity have  won  him  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  neighbors  and  he  is  classed  among  the  most 
respected  citizens  of  his  community. 

THOMAS  RIMRON.  Prominent  among  the 
self-made  men  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch — a man  hon- 
ored, respected  and  esteemed  wherever  known,  and 
most  of  all  where  he  is  best  known.  He  was  born 
in  Cardiff,  South  Wales,  February  17,  1832,  a son 
of  Edward  and  Christiana  (McGregory)  Rimron, 
who  spent  their  entire  fives  in  Ural  country.  When 
a young  man  the  father  was  a soldier  of  the  Brit- 
ish army,  in  which  he  served  for  twenty-three 
years,  and  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 
Later  he  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  his  na- 
tive land.  He  died  in  1833,  aged  sixty  years,  his 
wife  in  1871,  aged  eighty-five.  They  had  four 
children,  namely : Margaret,  who  married  a Mr. 
Wallace  and  died  in  South  Wales;  Edward,  who 
holds  a government  position  in  that  country;  Will- 
iam, who  is  a coal  inspector  for  the  government  in 
South  Wales;  and  Thomas,  our  subject.' 

Thomas  Rimron  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  land,  and  there  he  was  married,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1852,  to  Miss  Margaret  Morgan.  By  this  union 
seven  children  have  been  born,  namely:  Anna,  now 
the  wife  of  George  Davis,  who  is  in  the  civil  ser- 
vice and  resides  in  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Mary,  wife 
of  Thomas  Bray,  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness in  Jermyn,  Penn. ; Edward,  who  married 
Kate  Curtis,  and  is  foreman  for  an  iron  company 
in  Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  F.  M.  Davis,  a merchant  of  Lfifiondale,  Penn. ; 
Edith,  wife  of  W.  L.  Decker,  a merchant  of  Dun- 
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daff,  Penn. ; and  Bertha  and  William,  both  at  home. 
In  1854  Mr.  Rinron  came  to  America,  but  after 
spending  a year  in  New  York,  returned  to  South 
Wales.  In  1875  he  again  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  Welsh  settlement  in 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  Four  years  later  he 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  157  acres  in  Clifford 
township,  and  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  its 
operation.  Upon  the  place  are  valuable  sand  pits 
from  which  he  derives  a good  income,  selling  the 
sand  for  $2  a wagon  load  to  the  Railroad  Company 
for  use  in  their  shops  and  furnaces.  He  is  also  an 
employe  of  the  Hillside  Stone  & Iron  Co.  By  his 
ballot  he  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  for  three  years  he  has  filled  the 
office  of  school  director.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  belongs  to  the  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  of  Uniondale.  He  is  widely  and  fav- 
orably known  and  has  made  many  warm  friends 
during  his  residence  in  Clifford  township.  Mrs. 
Rimron  was  born  in  Actloselin,  South  Wales,  May 
4,  1835,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Joanna  Mor- 
gan, farming  people  of  that  country,  where  the  fa- 
ther died  in  1884  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years, 
the  mother  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  They 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  and  Congregational 
Churches,  respectively,  and  were  held  in  high  re- 
gard by  all  who  knew  them.  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  namely:  John,  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired in  South  Wales ; Margaret,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; William,  a farmer  of  South  Wales;  Ann,  de- 
ceased wife  of  John  Rosser;  Mary,  who  died  un- 
married ; and  Thomas,  a farmer  of  South  Wales. 
Airs.  Rimron  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  who 
came  to  the  New  World. 

JOHN  COLEMAN  RIFENBURY,  one  of  the 
highly-respected  residents  of  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  May  28,  1836,  in 
Hope,  N.  J.,  son  of  James  K.  and  Sarah  (Angle) 
Rifenbury.  He  is  of  German  descent,  his  grand- 
parents, Samuel  and  Sarah  Rifenbury,  having  been 
born  in  the  Fatherland,  whence  they  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1790,  settling  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  six  sons  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  Samuel 
Rifenbury  was  a shoemaker  by  trade.  Our  subject 
now  has  a stone  which  his  great-grandfather,  Peter 
Rifenbury,  used  for  hammering  leather,  and  which 
has  been  handed  down  to  him  through  Samuel  and 
his  father,  James  K.  Rifenbury. 

Tames  K.  Rifenbury  was  born  in  1782  in  Ger- 
many, and  came  with  his  parents  to  New  Jersey 
in  1790,  there  grew  to  manhod,  marrying  Sarah 
Angle,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Angle,  a 
farmer.  In  November,  1836,  they  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  and  took  up  a farm  of  fifty 
acres  at  Auburn  Center,  where  Air.  Rifenbury  made 
a clearing  for  a log  house  and  settled  with  his  family, 
residing  on  that  place  fourteen  years.  He  removed 
thence  to  another  farm  in  the  northern  part  of  the 


township,  and  finally  took  up  his  home  with  his  son 
John  C.  on  the  latter’s  farm  in  Auburn,  spending 
his  declining  years  in  retirement.  He  made  farm- 
ing his  life  vocation.  James  Rifenbury  passed  away 
February  13,  1881,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety- 
eight  years  and  six  months;  his  wife  died  December 
24,  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  while  on  a. 
visit  to  her  daughter  Airs.  Sarah  Cunningham,  at 
Meshoppen.  These  pioneers  were  laid  to  rest  in 
the  cemetery  at  Jersey  Hill.  Religiously  they  were 
earnest  members  of  the  M.  P,  Church.  Of  their 
children,  Margaret,  widow  of  John  Clink,  resides  at 
Auburn  Center;  Samuel  died  young,  in  New  Jersey; 
Jacob  was  killed  in  a sawmill,  in  Auburn  township, 
at  the  age  of  forty-three  years;  Jane,  deceased,  was 
first  the  wife  of  Johnson  Low  and  after  his  death 
married  Charles  Nicholson;  William  died  young; 
Catherine  married  Aaron  Wood  and  both  are  de- 
ceased; John  C.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch; 
James  L.  is  engaged  in  farming  in  South  Auburn 
(he  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war)  ; Philip  H.  is 
a farmer  in  West  Auburn  (he  also  served  in  the 
Civil  war)  ; Hannah  is  the  widow  of  Nicholas  Fore- 
man, of  Auburn  township;  Sarah,  widow  of  Will- 
iam Cunningham,  resides  in  Meshoppen. 

John  C.  Rifenbury  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  in  Auburn  township  and  received  a thorough 
training  to  the  hard  duties  of  a pioneer  farm,  for 
his  parents  needed  his  assistance,  and  during  his 
boyhood  he  never  attended  school  more  than  six 
weeks  in  any  one  year.  After  reaching  manhood, 
however,  he  went  for  a term  of  nine  months,  and  by 
reading  and  observation  throughout  life  he  has  be- 
come an  intelligent  and  well-informed  man,  one 
who  thoroughly  appreciates  the  value  and  advantages 
of  an  education.  Up  to  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years  he  assisted  his  father,  and  for  the  next  two 
years  worked  among  other  farmers  in  Auburn/ 
township.  Subsequently,  for  five  years,  he  was  en- 
gaged as  an  artist  in  ambrotype  and  lithograph 
work,  having  studied  for  three  months  under  Prof. 
Evans,  and  in  this  line  traveled  through  Susque- 
hanna, Wyoming  and  Bradford  counties,  Penn.,  and 
in  New  York  State.  On  August  16,  1862,  he  en- 
listed, at  Auburn  Center,  in  Qompanv  H,  141st 
P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Casper  Tyler,  and  was  mus- 
tered in  at  Camp  Curtin,  Harrisburg.  On  October 
16,  following  he  had  his  right  shoulder  and  elbow 
broken,  at  Bailey  Cross  Roads,  one  of  the  horses 
from  the  cavalry  jumping  on  him.  For  a few  days 
he  lay  in  a private  house,  was  taken  thence  to  Alex- 
andria Hospital,  where  he  remained  for  a week,  and 
then  spent  some  time  in  Douglas  Hospital,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  finally  entering  the  Episcopal  Hospital 
at  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  discharged 
Alarch  16,  1863.  A pension  was  granted  him  by 
the  government,  but  during  the  sensational  exam- 
ination of  the  pension  rolls,  for  fraudulent  claims, 
under  the  administration  of  Grover  Cleveland,  Air. 
Rifenbury’s  right  to  a pension  was  questioned. 
Unfortunately  for  the  ones  who  wished  to  prove 
themselves  loyal  upholders  and  care  takers  of  the 
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government,  the  special  examiner's  report  showed 
not  only  was  the  pension  due,  but  that  the  govern- 
ment had  withheld  about  $1,200  back  pay,  yet 
rightly  due,  and  the  money  was  paid,  and  the  pen- 
sion correspondingly  increased.  For  nearly  three 
years  after  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Rifenbury 
was  almost  an  invalid,  and  during  that  time  he 
spent  much  time  hunting,  becoming  'quite  a noted 
sportsman ; in  two  seasons  he  killed  respectively  fif- 
ty-six and  forty-four  foxes.  As  soon  as  his  returning 
strength  permitted  he  commenced  to  clear  and  cul- 
tivate his  present  farm  in  Auburn  township,  a fine 
tract  of  eighty-eight  acres,  which  by  industry  and 
thrift  he  has  succeeded  in  putting  into  a productive 
condition.  It  is  nearly  all  cleared,  and  he  devotes 
his  time  to  raising  general  crops,  deriving  a good 
income  from  the  place.  For  many  years  after  he 
reached  his  majority  Mr.  Rifenbury  engaged  in  ped- 
dling woolen  cloth  and  yarns  throughout  this  sec- 
tion, the  first  seven  years  for  a factory  at  Forest 
Lake,  and  for  fourteen  years  after  that  burned 
down  for  J.  W.  Mott,  his  children  attending  to  the 
chores  of  the  farm  in  the  winter  after  they  were  old 
enough.  By  close  attention  to  business  and  careful 
management  he  has  succeeded  in  making  a good 
living,  and  he  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know 
him  for  his  honesty  and  many  sterling  qualities. 
Mr.  Rifenbury  has  never  sought  office,  but  he  has 
been  chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  the  positions 
of  pathmaster  and  road  commissioner,  giving  gen- 
eral satisfaction  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
takes  a public-spirited  interest  in  everything  that 
concerns  the  welfare  of  his  community. 

On  May  21,  1861,  at  Leraysviile,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Rifenbury  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  Ann  Ayers, 
and  ten  children  have  blessed  their  union,  namely : 
Harriet  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; 
Ulysses  A.,  a stone  mason,  living  in  Bradford  coun- 
ty, who  married  Lydia  Busick ; I.  Belle,  wife  of 
Samuel  Heliker,  bookkeeper  in  a bank  at  Swanton, 
Neb.;  John  S.,  deceased  in  infancy;  Warren  E., 
at  home;  Jay  C.,  who  has  just  closed  a successful 
term  of  seven  months’  school  at  Pleasant  Valley, 
Auburn  township,  and  is  now  about  to  join  his 
brother  in  Kansas, % expecting  to  teach  during  the 
winter  and  to  farm  in  the  summer;  George  L.,  now 
engaged  in  farming  in  Kansas;  Leslie  A.,  Fred  O. 
and  E.  Eliott,  all  living'  at  home.  The  family  at- 
tend the  M.  P.  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Rifenbury 
has  been  a member  since  1883,  and  in  which  he  is 
now  serving  as  trustee.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the 
Grange  and  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Auburn  Four  Cor- 
ners. His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Re- 
publican party. 

Mrs.  Lydia  Ann  (Ayers)  Rifenbury  was  born 
March  4,  1845,  'n  Pike  township,  Bradford  Co., 
Penn.,  daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  Ayers  and 
granddaughter  of  John  and  Mary  (George)  Ayers, 
farming  people,  who  came  to  Bradford  county  from 
Connecticut.  John  Ayers  was  born  in  Bradford 
county  and  married  Harriet  Wood,  a native  of 
same,  who  was  born  January  21,  1824,  daughter  of 


Aaron  and  Cornelia  (Carpenter)  Wood,  of  Mich- 
igan, who  died  in  Bradford  county ; he  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  had  a family 
of  eleven  children,  of  whom  four  sons  served  in 
the  Civil  war.  In  1848  John  Ayers  removed  with 
his  family  to  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, where  he  remained  until  1878,  in  that  year  going 
to  Saginaw,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  three  years, 
and  then  went  to  Nebraska  to  his  son  Warren, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
August  11,  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years, 
and  his  widow  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son 
Fred,  in  Denison,  Ivans.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Lydia  A.,  Mrs.  Rifenbury;  George  E., 

who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Adelaide,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; Warren  E.,  a farmer 
of  Arkansas ; John  S.,  a farmer  of  Holton  county, 
Kans. ; Daniel,  now  deceased;  and  Fred  O.,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Sitnfloiver,  a newspaper  of  Holton 
county. 

E.  M.  VARNEY,  M.  D.,  a successful  physician 
of  White  Mills,  Wayne  county,  may  well  take  pride 
in  the  high  standing  which  he  has  attained  in  pro- 
fessional circles.  Disregarding  the  old  saying  con- 
cerning the  fate  of  a prophet  who  seeks  honors  in 
his  own  country,  he  has  located  among  the  friends 
of  his  youth,  and  his  success  brings  to  him  all  the 
more  credit  for  that  fact. 

He  is  a native  of  Wayne  county,  having  been 
born  at  South  Canaan,  in  1869.  His  father,  T.  K. 
Varney,  who  was  born  in  1827,  at  Austerlitz,  N.  Y., 
removed  to  South  Canaan  in  1856,  and  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  and  in  lumbering,  building  a 
sawmill  upon  one  of  his  tracts  of  timber  land  and 
conducting  his  operations  on  an  extensive  scale  for 
many  years.  In  1858  he  married  Miss  Margaret 
Lerch,  of  South  Canaan,  a lady  of  German  descent, 
whose  family  has  long  been  prominent  in  Wayne 
county.  His  death  occurred  in  1876,  but  she  is 
still  living  at  the  old  homestead  in  South  Canaan. 
Of  their  two  children,  the  elder,  Lulu,  born  in  1865, 
in  Pittston,  Penn.,  where  her  father  had  business 
interests,  was  educated  principally  in  the  schools 
of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  graduating  from  the  high 
school.  In  1893  she  married  William  Erk,  of 
Seelyville,  Wayne  county,  and  they  now  reside  in 
South  Canaan.  They  have  one  son,  Remold. 

Dr.  Varney  spent  his  youth  in  South  Canaan, 
his  education  being  begun  in  the  local  schools,  and 
in  1884  and  ’85  he  pursued  a more  advanced  course 
of  study  in  the  high  school  of  Carbondale.  I11  1887 
he  became  a clerk  in  the  dry  goods  store  of  D.  M. 
Hinman,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and  while 
there  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  F. 
Haines  as  preceptor.  In  1892  he  entered  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1895,  and  he  at  once  engaged  in  prac- 
tice with  Dr.  Blaisdall,  of  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson 
county,  as  assistant,  his  work  lying  chiefly  among 
the  miners  of  that  region.  Later  he  was  in  practice 
with  Dr.  Free,  of  Dubois,  Clearfield  county,  but  in 
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June,  1896,  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and 
located  at  White  Mills.  His  thorough  training  in 
his  profession,  together  with  his  high  character  and 
genial  manners,  have  brought  him  a speedy  suc- 
cess, and  he  already  has  a tine  practice  in  the  vil- 
lage and  surrounding  country.  At  present  he  holds 
the  office  of  United  States  Examining  Surgeon  for 
Wayne  county,  having  been  appointed  111  1897, 
under  the  McKinley  administration.  Politically 
he  is  a Republican,  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  all  progressive  movements  in  his  locality.  The 
entire  family  holds  an  enviable  place  in  the  social 
life  of  the  community. 

SIMON  TRACH,  one  of  the  progressive, 
prosperous  and  up-to-date  agriculturists  of  Chest- 
nut Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  is  a native  of 
that  township,  having  been  born  there  December 
17,  1829.  That  a review  of  the  life  of  such  an 
energetic  and  enterprising  individual  should  have 
a prominent  place  in  the  pages  of  a work  of  this 
kind  is  peculiarly  proper ; because  a knowledge  of 
men,  whose  substantial  record  rests  upon  their  char- 
acter and  success,  must  at  all  times  exert  a whole- 
some influence  on  the  rising  generation  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  and,  moreover,  cannot  fail  to  be  more 
or  less  interesting  to  those  of  maturer  years. 

Mr.  Trach  comes  of  stalwart  and  exemplary 
Pennsylvania  stock.  His  grandfather,  Rudolph 
Trach,  was  born  August  19,  1770,  and  died  Janu- 
ary 17,  1842,  and  the  grandmother,  M.  M.  (Wim- 
mer)  Trach,  was  born  December  15,  1767,  and  died 
July  23,  1831.  At  an  early  day  they  removed  from 
Bucks  county  to  Monroe  county,  being  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Hamilton  township,  where  they 
passed  the  rest  of  their  pioneer  lives.  Grandfather 
Trach  for  some  years  kept  a store,  the  first  one  in 
that  locality,  between  Wilkes  Barre  and  Easton, 
and  he  was  also  a potter  by  trade,  carrying  his 
wares  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  would  exchange  them 
for  merchandise  for  his  store.  He  also  conducted 
a hotel  in  connection,  and  altogether  he  was  a man 
of  considerable  prominence  and  influence  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lived. 

Hon.  Joseph  Trach,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a native  of  Monroe  county,  born  October  20, 
1796,  in  Hamilton  township,  where  he  owned  and 
operated  a fine  farm  of  337  acres,  at  the  same  time 
conducting  a hotel  for  many  years.  He  was  a man 
of  much  influence,  of  pleasing  personality,  popu- 
lar and  highly  respected.  He  conducted  his  busi- 
ness affairs  on  principles  which  were  above  ques- 
tion, and  well  merited  the  confidence  and  regard  . 
reposed  in  him,  so  much  so  that  he  was  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
serving  one  term ; and  also  capably  filled  the  office 
of  county  commissioner.  He  married  Miss  Fanny 
Heller,  who  was  born  December  17,  1799,  and  chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  to  them : Elizabeth, 

widow  of  Charles  C.  Walton,  of  Stroudsburg; 
Charles  (deceased),  who  married  Catherine  Keller, 
daughter  of  Judge  Keller;  Linford  (deceased), 


who  wedded  Anna  Howard ; Caroline,  who  died 
unmarried;  Simon,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Ferdinand,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; Emma,  wife  of 
Samuel  Altemore,  of  Pennsylvania ; and  Mary,  wife 
of  Emanuel  Altemore,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.  The 
parents  were  consistent  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  in  politics,  as  already  intimated,  Mr. 
Trach  was  a Democrat.  In  i860  they  removed 
from  Hamilton  township,  where  they  passed  the 
rest  of  their  honored  lives,  dying,  the  father  on 
March  17,  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years, 
the  mother  on  March  20,  1875,  aged  seventy-two 
years ; they  sleep  their  last  sleep  111  the  cemetery 
at  Mt.  Zion  Church. 

Simon  Trach  received  a liberal  education  at 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  commenced 
clerking  in  the  store  of  Hon.  Charles  Brodhead,  at 
Brodheadsville,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  remaining  in 
that  employ  about  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  followed  the  butchering  business  for  a 
year ; then  returned  to  Hamilton  township,  there 
building-  a store,  and  for  two  years  carried  on  a 
mercantile  trade  therein.  Air.  Trach  then  con- 
ducted his  father’s  hotel  some  three  years,  after 
which  he  moved  to  Carbon  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
clerked  two  years ; then  returned  to  Hamilton  town- 
ship and  again  conducted  the  hotel,  but  at  the  end 
of  two  years  he,  together  with  his  father  and  Peter 
Heller,  engaged  in  the  droving  business  for  a year. 
His  next  occupation  was  as  a school  teacher,  at 
which  he  engaged  for  one  winter ; but,  being  de- 
sirous of  serving  his  country  in  some  military 
capacity,  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  he  en- 
listed March  24,  1865,  in  Company  C,  214th  P.  V. 
I.,  was  mustered  in  at  Easton,  Penn.,  and  followed 
the  fortunes  of  his  command  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley.  The  war  approaching-  a close,  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  there  re- 
mained until  March,  1866,  when  it  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service,  Mr.  Trach  receiving  an  honora- 
ble discharge  and  returning  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Stroudsburg.  Here, 
after  a year’s  rest,  he  worked  by  the  day  until  1870, 
when  he  commenced  farming  for  his  father,  at  the 
end  of  a year  removing  to  Pine  Swamps,  in  the 
same  county,  where  he  conducted  a boarding  house 
about  twelve  months.  Coming  once  more  to  Chest- 
nut Hill  township,  he  operated  the  home  farm  until 
1895,  then  settling  on  his  present  place,  which  is  a 
well-cultivated  and  productive  farm. 

Mr.  Trach  has  been  twice  married;  first  time 
June  20,  1850,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  to  Miss 
Louisa  Snyder,  who  was  born  in  Northampton 
county,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Snyder  (now 
deceased),  late  of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and  by 
this  union  were  born  five  children : Arvester,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years ; Joseph  S.  and 
Fanny,  both  also  deceased : Ella,  who  married 

Henry  Sherman,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  an  expert 
brick  mason,  who  teaches  the  trade  to  deaf  mutes ; 
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and  Charles,  a railroad  man  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn., 
married  to  Augusta  Dreher.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years, 
and  was  buried  in  Alt.  Zion  Church  cemetery.  In 
January,  1866,  Air.  Trach  wedded  Aliss  Anna  A/1. 
Haney,  and  by  this  union  there  are  no  children. 

In  political  preferences  Air.  Trach  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  has  served  as  supervisor  and  auditor 
of  his  township.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which 
he  has  been  a deacon  and  elder  for  many  years. 
His  sterling  integrity,  inflexible  honesty  and  gen- 
eral high  principles  liave  won  for  him  the  respect 
of  the  entire  community  in  which  he  makes  his 
home. 

Airs.  Anna  Al.  (Haney)  Trach  was  born  June 
4,  1836,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Alonroe  coun- 
ty, a daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (Storm)* 
Haney,  natives  of  Berks  and  Alonroe  counties,  Penn., 
respectively,  and  who  both  died  in  the  latter  coun- 
ty. He  came  to  Alonroe  county  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  here  followed  farming,  car- 
pentery,  and  pump-making,  passing  the  rest  of  his 
days  in  that  locality.  He  was  born  in  1799,  and 
died  Alarch  12,  1877,  aged  seventy-eight  years. 
His  wife  died  December  24,  1877,  aged  sixty-six 
years,  and  they  lie  buried  in  Brodheadsville  ceme- 
tery. They  were  members  of  the  Reformed  and 
Lutheran  Churches,  respectively.  To  this  marriage 
were  born  children  as  follows : John  A.,  a farmer 

of  Chestnut  Hill  township;  Daniel  AL,  a justice  of 
the  peace,  with  residence  in  Brodheadsville;  Felix 
W.  and  Edward  F.,  farmers  of  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship ; Delila,  wife  of  John  Appenzeller,  a surveyor, 
registrar  and  recorder,  of  Stroudsburg;  Anna  AL, 
wife  of  our  subject;  and  Sarah  J.,  who  is  an  in- 
valid, living  at  the  home  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Trach. 
Air.  Haney  was  twice  married,  first  time  to  Julia 
Huf smith,  who  died  in  1832,  and  was  buried  in 
Pleasant  Valley  cemetery.  She  had  children  as 
follows : Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Cornelius 

Serfass ; Alary  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Lorenzo  How- 
ell; Frederick,  who  died  in  Chicago ; Peter  and 
Charles,  farmers  of  Polk  township,  Alonroe  coun- 
ty; and  Julia,  wife  of  Charles  Arnold. 

Frederick  and  Anna  Haney,  paternal  great- 
grandparents  of  Airs.  Simon  Trach,  were  natives 
of  Germany,  whence  they  came  to  Berks  county, 
Penn.,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  their  days. 
Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Yost)  Haney,  paternal 
grandparents  of  Airs.  Trach,  were  born  and  reared 
in  Berks  county,  passing  their  entire  lives  there. 
They  were  all  well-to-do  farmers.  Airs.  Trach's 
maternal  grandparents,  Andrew  and  Alagdalena 
(Hood)  Storm,  were  natives  of  Alonroe  county, 
Penn.,  and  both  died  on  their  farm. 

Alonroe  county  abounds  in  prominent  families 
whose  records  may  well  be  perused  by  those  to 
come,  and  therein  cannot  fail  to  find  grand  examples 
of  thrift,  progress  and  honesty — well  worthy  of 
emulation. 


WALTER  E.  BENNETT,  of  Lanesboro,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  that  locality  and  his  influence  is  also  recognized  in 
social  and  political  afifirs.  His  extensive  stone  quar- 
ries near  Jefferson  Junction,  and  Cascade,  are  noted 
for  the  excellent  quality  of  the  product.  His  trade  be- 
ing constantly  on  the  increase,  he  in  1898  pur- 
chased the  Cascade  lands  and  quarries  in  Harmony 
township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Air.  Bennett  comes  of  a good  Southern  family,, 
his  ancestors  in  the  paternal  line  having  been  early 
settlers  in  Virginia.  His  great-grandfather  was  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  under  Gen.  Washington.  Our 
subject's  grandfather,  Joseph  Bennett,  was  born  in 
Old  Dominion,  but  made  his  home  in  North  Caro- 
lina, where  his  four  sons — William,  Joseph,  Russell, 
and  Henry  Al. — were  born  and  reared.  All  served 
in  the  Confederate  army  under  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee,, 
and  settled  in  North  Carolina  after  the  war,  engag- 
ing in  farming  and  general  business  pursuits,  and  all 
are  still  living  except  Henry  Al. 

Henry  Al.  Bennett,  our  subject’s  father,  mar- 
ried JMiss  Sarah  B.  Hunter,  also  a native  of  North 
Carolina.  He  died  in  1874  at  his  old  home  in  Holly 
Springs,  that  State,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1890,  while  on  a visit  to  our  subject.  Of  their 
three  children,  the  eldest,  Virginia  H.,  was  born 
and  reared  in  North  Carolina,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  Alarcus  C.  Nichols,  a merchant  at  Holly  Springs. 
Walter  E.,  our  subject,  was  next  in  the  order  of 
birth;  Henry  A.,  born  August  26,  1874,  at  Holly 
Springs,  N.  C.,  was  educated  in  the  high  school 
there,  and  is  now  bookkeeper  for  our  subject.  He 
is  an  accomplished  musician,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  voung  men  of  Lanesboro. 

Walter  E.  Bennett  was  born  Alarch  16,  1866, 
at  Holly  Springs,  and  received  a good  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  local  schools.  When  a young  man 
he  engaged  in  railroading  and  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, spending  eight  or  nine  vears  at  Gainesville, 
Fla.,  and  in  1888  he  located  at  Lanesboro,  where 
he  followed  mercantile  pursuits  for  several  years. 
He  then  bought  tne  Schlager  property,  and  engaged 
in  quarrying  blue  stone,  which  he  shipped  to  the 
Eastern  and  Al'iddle  States  in  an  unfinished  condi- 
tion. In  1896  he  erected  a stone-mill  plant,  where 
he  cuts  and  finishes  all  kinds  of  building  stone,  and 
his  later  purchases  of  stone  quarries  have  enabled 
him  to  extend  this  branch  of  his  work;  he  often  has 
as  many  as  fifty  men  employed.  Politically  Air. 
Bennett  is  a Republican,  and  at  times  he  has  served 
in  public  offices,  having  been  school  director,  over- 
seer of  the  poor  and  town  councilman.  Socially  he 
and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Alasonic  Fraternity,  being  identified  with  the  Chap- 
ter and  Commandery  at  Susquehanna,  and  the  Or- 
der of  the  Alystic  Shrine  at  Wilkes  Barre.  In  re- 
ligious faith  he  is  a Baptist,  and  with  his  wife  is 
active  in  the  work  of  the  Church  at  Susquehanna. 

On  April  24,  1889,  Air.  Bennett  married  Aliss 
Zillah  L.  Kitchen,  of  Greensboro,  N.  C.,  daughter 
of  Rev.  A.  E.  Kitchen,  formerly  of  Canada,  and 
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later  of  North  Carolina.  She  was  educated  in  the 
Friends  College  at  Greensboro,  N.  C,  and  had  many 
rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  endeared  her 
to  a large  circle  of  friends.  During  her  life  in 
Lanesboro,  where  she  died  in  1892,  she  was  a leader 
in  Church  and  philanthropic  work.  On  October 
24,  1894,  Mr.  Bennett  married,  for  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Frances  M.  Yeoman,  daughter  of  John  B.  and 
Delia  Yeoman,  well-known  residents  of  Susque- 
hanna. Her  parents  settled  in  that  locality  in  an 
early  day,  and  her  father,  who  died  in  1894,  was 
among  the  first  mechanics  in  the  railroad  shops  at 
that  point.  By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Bennett  had 
two  children:  Winifred  G.,  born  July  6,  1890,  now 
attending  school ; and  Henry  M.,  born  May  24,  1892. 
By  the  second  union  he  has  one  daughter,  Frances 

M. ,  born  October  6,  1897.  All  the  children  were 
born  in  Lanesboro. 

JOSEPH  WILTON,  a prominent  and  highly 
respected  citizen  of  Tobyhanna  Mills,  Monroe 
county,  now  retired  from  active  business,  was  born 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1817,  a son  of  John  and 
Rachel  Wilton,  who  were  natives  of  England  and 
France,  respectively,  and  were  married  in  the  city 
of  London. 

On  coming  to  the  New  World  they  located  in 
Brooklyn,  where  the  father  found  employment  as 
a machinist,  and  had  charge  of  a glass-manufactur- 
ing plant  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  murdered 
by  one  of  the  employes  of  the  factory  who  had  been 
discharged  by  him.  His  widow  continued  to  make 
her  home  in  Brooklyn  until  called  from  this  life. 
To  them  were  born  five  children,  namely:  (1) 

John,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  London,  England,  and 
died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  when  a young  man.  (2) 
Mary,  born  in  Brooklyn,  married  a Mr.  Bell,  of 
New  York  City,  where  she  died  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, George  and  Emily,  who  are  still  residents  of 
that  city.  (3)  Matilda,  born  in  New  York  City, 
married  Henry  Say,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  they 
made  their  home  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  until  the 
Civil  war,  when  they  went  to  New  York,  but  later 
returned  to  New  Orleans;  where  he  died.  Subse- 
quently she  wedded  Barnard  O’Boil,  of  the  Cres- 
cent City,  but  they  were  living  in  New  York  at  the 
time  of  her  death.  (4)  Elizabeth,  born  in  New 
York,  married  Richard  Johnston,  of  Long  Island, 

N.  Y.,  where  they  made  their  home.  He  entered 

the  Union  army  during  the  early  part  of  the  Civil 
war  and  died  in  the  service  in  1864,  leaving  his  wife 
with  two  children : Charles,  now  a resident  of 

Scranton,  Penn.,  who  married  Emily  Howard,  of 
Monroe  county,  and  has  five  sons ; and  Mary,  wife 
of  Jacob  Beam,  of  Portland,  Penn.,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Scranton,  and  by  whom  she  has  three  chil- 
dren, Frank,  Robert  and  Maud.  (5)  Joseph. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents,  in  1830,  when 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  Joseph  Wilton  left 
New  York  and  came  to  Coolbaugh  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  with  John  Pope,  an  old  settler  of  the 
township,  for  whom  he  worked  for  two  vears.  He 
77 


then  went  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
employed  on  the  farm  of  Isaiah  De  Flaven  for  some 
years,  after  which  he  drifted  to  Wayne  county  and 
followed  farming  there  for  some  years.  On  De- 
cember 13,  1847,  he  married  Miss  Matilda  L.  Vliet, 
a daughter  of  Jasper  and  Sarah  Vliet,  the  former 
a native  of  New  Jersey,  the  latter  of  Kingston, 
Penn.  For  some  years  they  lived  at  Long  Pond, 
this  State,  then  spent  two'  or  three  years  in  Toby- 
hanna Mills,  and  subsequently  located  on  the  North 
and  South  turnpike,  two  miles  from  Mt.  Pocono, 
where  Mr.  Vliet  conducted  a hotel  until  his  death. 
In  his  family  were  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the 
wife  of  our  subject  is  one  of  the  five  still  living,  the1 
others  being  Maria,  wife  of  John  Harris,  of  Mt. 
Pocono;  Mary,  widow  of  Edward  De  Wald,  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo. ; Sarah,  wife  of  John  Clymer,  of 
Tobyhanna  Mills ; and  Gideon,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Wisconsin.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Wilton  lived  at  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  for 
one  year,  and  then  located  on  the  old  Vliet  home- 
stead in  Monroe  county,  where  he  worked  in  the: 
lumber  woods.  In  1855  he  removed  to  Tobyhanna 
Mills,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  William  E. 
Dodge  Lumber  Co.,  as  night  watchman  at  their 
mills  and  store,  in  which  position  he  remained  for 
twenty-one  years.  In  i860  he  purchased  land  of 
Henry  Mill,  in  the  village  of  Tobyhanna,  and 
erected  thereon  a comfortable  home,  where  he  still 
resides.  In  1896  he  laid  aside  business  cares,  and 
is  passing  his  declining  years  in  ease  and  quiet, 
enjoying  a well-earned  rest. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilton  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  as  follows : ( 1 ) Sarah  A.,  born  in  Cool 

baugh  township,  in  1849,  died  in  childhood.  (2) 
John  J.,  born  in  the  same  township,  in  July,  1851, 
is  now  a resident  of  Easton,  Penn.,  where  he  is 
employed  as  telegraph  operator  for  the  Lehigh  Val- 
ley Railroad  Company.  He  married  Emily  Parker,- 
of  Coolbaugh  township,  who  died  in  Easton,  leav- 
ing four  children:  Joseph,  Emily  R.,  Jasper  and 
Austin.  For  his  second  wife  John  J.  Wilton  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Briton,  by  whom  he  has  one  son, 
George.  (3)  Joseph,  born  in  1854,  died  when  a 
young  man.  (4)  Mary  E.,  born  in  May,  1856, 
married  John  Shaw,  of  Tobyhanna,  by  whom  she 
has  three  children,  Annie,  Cora  and  Earl  F.,  and 
they  now  reside  in  Stroudsburg.  (5)  Malissa, 
born  in  July,  1859,  was  educated  in  the  home  schools 
and  now  looks  after  the  interests  of  her  parents. 
(6)  Henry,  born  in  February,  1866,  married  Ber- 
tha Straus,  of  Spragueville,  Monroe  county,  a 
daughter  of  Morris  Straus,  and  they  now  live  with 
his  parents  in  Coolbaugh.  Their  children  are  Mary 
L.,  Willie,  John,  Emma,  Bertha  and  Cora.  (7) 
Gideon  G.,  born  in  January,  1868,  married  Eliza- 
beth Briden,  of  Scranton,  and  was  employed  as 
telegraph  operator  for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  Railroad  in  that  city,  where  he  died  in 
1893,  leaving  a wife  and  one  son,  Franklin. 

Politically  Mr.  Wilton  affiliates  with  the 
Democracy,  and  has  been  honored  with  a number 
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of  local  offices,  serving  as  school  director  nine 
years,  supervisor  two  years,  constable  two  terms, 
tax  collector  three  terms.  For  many  years  both  he 
and  his  wife  have  been  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  For  fifty-two  years 
they  have  traveled  life's  journey  together,  sharing 
its  joys  and  sorrows,  its  adversity  and  prosperity, 
and  although  they  started  out  in  very  moderate 
circumstances  they  have  succeeded  in  accumulating 
a comfortable  competence,  the  result  of  energy, 
perseverance  and  industry,  which  are  among  their 
chief  characteristics.  Mr.  Wilton  is  now  eighty- 
two  years  of  age  and  his  wife  seventy,  but  both  are 
hale  and  hearty,  and  their  lives  have  ever  been  such 
as  to  win  for  them  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
all  with  whom  they  have  been  brought  in  contact. 
Their  children  have  been  a great  comfort  to  them 
in  their  declining  years. 

ABNER  NORTON  DART.  Among  the 
active,  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of  Fler- 
rick  township,  Susquehanna  county,  this  gentleman 
deserves  prominent  mention.  He  was  born  in  Clif- 
ford township,  October  7,  1838,  a son  of  Horace 
and  Sarah  Ann  (Norton)  Dart.  The  father  was 
a native  of  Tolland  county,  Conn.,  in  which  State 
his  parents,  Elias  and  Ruth  (Morley)  Dart,  spent 
their  entire  lives  as  farming  people.  At  an  early 
day  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  in 
1840  located  upon  the  present  farm  of  our  subject, 
where  he  died  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  He  served  as  school  director  for  three 
years.  Religiously  he  was  a faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  took  an  active 
part  in  its  work,  and  served  as  trustee  of  the  Church 
for  some  time.  His  remains  were  interred  in  Elk- 
dale  cemetery.  His  wife,  who  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject,  is  also  an  earnest 
member  of  the  same  Church.  She  was  born  in 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  March 
20,  1819,  a daughter  of  Abner  and  Cynthia  (Cur- 
ren)  Norton,  natives  of  New  York  and  Ireland, 
respectively.  Her  mother  came  to  America  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  and  settled  in  New  York  State. 
At  an  early  day  she  and  her  husband  removed  to 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  throughout  life, 
the  latter  being  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Our  subject  is  the  oldest  in  a family  of  five  children 
and  the  only  one  now  living.  Charles  A.  died  in 
the  Union  army ; Lucian  died  young ; and  George 
and  Eugene  both  died  with  black  fever  in  1863. 

Mr.  Dart,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch, 
was  only  two  years  old  when  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  his  present  farm  in  Herrick  township, 
and  was  there  reared  to  manhood.  At  Harrisburg, 
Penn.,  in  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  M, 
4th  P.  V.  C.,  commanded  by  his  uncle,  Capt.  Alfred 
Dart,  and  at  this  time  was  in  the  service  for  ten 
months.  After  a year  spent  at  home  he  joined  a 
construction  corps,  with  which  he  was  connected 
for  four  months.  He  did  guard  duty  at  Camps 


Curtin  and  Sprague,  was  in  no  active  engagements, 
and  fortunately  was  never  wounded.  Since  his 
return  home  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  successfully  operates  eighty-five  acres 
of  fine  farming  land.  His  political  support  is  al- 
ways given  the  Republican  party,  and  for  three 
years  he  efficiently  served  as  school  director  in  his 
district. 

On  October  16,  1876,  in  Herrick  township, 
Mr.  Dart  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth E.  Potter,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children:  Frederick  P.,  born  November  24,  1878, 

is  now  a draftsman  of  Bangor,  Penn. ; and  Alice, 
born  February  2,  1881,  died  May  30,  1881.  Mrs. 
Dart  was  born  in  Buckingham  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  August  11,  1850,  a daughter  of  Oliver 
and  Maria  (Cooley)  Potter.  The  father  was  born 
on  a farm  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, in  January,  1819,  and  died  there  May  21,  1898. 
The  mother,  who  was  a native  of  Wayne  county, 
also  died  in  Gibson  township,  in  August,  1882,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  and  were  both  buried 
at  Gelatt,  Penn.  They  were  members  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  and  were  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children  were  Eliza- 
beth E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Preston  C.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; Alice  C.,  a resident 
of  Gibson  township ; and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Dart’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Parley  and 
Philena  (Norton)  Potter,  the  former  a descendant 
of  Capt.  Joseph  Potter.  ’ Her  maternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Sheldon  and  Elizabeth  (Mogridge) 
Cooley,  the  former  a native  of  Connecticut  and  the 
latter  of  Birmingham,  England.  In  1812  the  grand- 
mother came  to  America  and  located  in  Cochecton. 
Later  she  and  her  husband  removed  to  Manchester, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  grandmother  died, 
the  grandfather  having  gone  West,  whence  he  never 
returned.  He  had  been  a prominent  farmer  in 
Wayne  county. 

GEORGE  KIRK,  an  honored  citizen  of  Sus- 
quehanna, who  is  now  Hying  retired  from  business 
cares,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  near 
Lanesboro,  in  October,  1821,  son  of  James  and 
Catherine  Kirk,  who  were  natives  of  Washington 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  this  State  in  1819  or 
1820,  locating  in  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  they  purchased  property.  The  father, 
who  was  a millwright  by  trade,  died  in  1865,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  in  1870.  Of  their  six  chil- 
dren only  two  are  now  living:  George,  our  sub- 

ject; and  Susan,  wife  of  William  Hunt,  of  Susque- 
hanna, by  whom  she  has  one  daughter,  Frances, 
now  the  wife  of  John  Hawthorn,  master  mechanic 
in  the  railroad  repair  shops  at  that  place. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  near  his  boyhood  home,  and  when 
a young  man  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  some  years.  In  August,  1849,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  E.  Smith, 
of  Franklin,  Penn.,  and  they  began  housekeeping 
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in  Susquehanna,  where  he  purchased  property. 
In  1851  he  commenced  working  m the  railroad 
shops  at  that  place  and  remained  one  of  the  faith- 
ful and  trusted  employes  of  the  company  for  forty 
years.  In  1874  he  built  a pleasant  home  on  Broad 
street,  where  he  is  now  living  retired  from  active 
business,  spending  his  declining  years  in  ease  and 
comfort  as  one  of  the  honored  and  highly  respected 
citizens  of  the  place.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
is  a Republican,  and  he  has  most  creditably  filled 
the  office  of  town  councilman,  and  as  tax  collector 
in  his  borough  for  four  years.  Religiously  he  and 
his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  fraternally  he  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Odd  Feliows  Lodge  of  Susque- 
hanna, in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs,  and 
which  he  as  also  represented  in  the  grand  lodge  at 
three  different  sessions. 

Mr.  Kirk’s  first  wife  died  in  1891,  and  their 
only  child,  Verna,  died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.  For  his  second  wife  he  wedded  Mrs.  Mary 
De  Witt,  of  Dundee,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  James 
and  Maria  Seeley,  leading  citizens  of  that  place, 
where  her  father  successfully  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  She  attended  the  higher  schools  of  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  and  was  given  a fine  musical  education. 
In  1872  she  married  Thomas  De  Witt,  of  Bing- 
hamton, formerly  of  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  after  their 
marriage  they  located  in  Susquehanna,  Penn.  He 
was  a passenger  engineer  on  the  Erie  railroad  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884.  He  left  three 
children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Susquehanna. 
(1)  Velona  graduated  from  the  schools  of  that  city 
in  1898,  and  is  now  an  advanced  student  at  Fort 
Edwards  College,  N.  Y.  (2)  George,  born  in  1878, 
died  in  1894.  (3)  Isabell  is  also  attending  Fort 

Edwards  College. 

SQUIRE  L.  HAZEN,  one  of  Blooming  Grove 
township’s  honored  and  highly-esteemed  citizens, 
has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests 
of  Pike  county  for  many  years,  and  has  borne  an 
important  part  in  its  development  and  upbuilding. 
He  has  been  a champion  of  every  movement  de- 
signed to  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  a sup- 
porter of  every  enterprise  for  the  public  good. 

His  father,  Isaiah  Hazen,  was  born  in  1768, 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  spent  almost  his  entire 
life  as  a farmer  in  that  county  and  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  but  he  died  in  Milford,  Penn.,  October  31, 
1839.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Julia  Oakley,  was  called  to  her  final  rest  October 
20,  1855,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  eleven 
months  and  nine  days.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Thomas  C.,  born  December  14,  1793, 

died  at  Milford,  Penn.,  after  having  served  in  the 
war  of  1812;  Lydia,  born  March  20,  1795,  first 
married  James  Mollers  and  second  Isaac  Tucker; 
Mary,  born  August  16,  1800,  married  Maton  Aber, 
of  Dingman  township,  Pike  county;  James,  born 
February  20,  1803,  lived  in  Dingman  township ; 
John  S.,  born  December  9,  1805,  made  his  home  for 


a time  in  Pike  county,  but  died  at  Barryville,  Sul- 
livan Co.,  N.  Y. ; jemima,  born  March  27,  1809, 
married  Jonathan  L).  Hultz,  and  died  in  Iowa. 

Squire  L.  Hazen,  who  completes  the  family, 
was  born  in  Minisink  township,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  6,  1812,  and  was  twelve  years  old  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Lehman  township,  Pike 
county.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  to  provide 
for  himself,  and  followed  farming  in  Dingman 
township  until  1855,  when  he  came  to  Blooming 
Grove  township,  where  he  purchased  land  and  has 
since  made  his  home  with  the  exception  of  three 
years  spent  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  He  has  always 
taken  a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public 
affairs,  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  has 
been  honored  with  nearly  all  the  township  offices, 
including  those  of  school  director  and  supervisor, 
the  duties  of  which  he  has  most  faithfully  and  con- 
scientiously discharged. 

On  August  15,  1833,  Mr.  Hazen  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  lVIangunia  McKean.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
(ij  Lucinda  E.,  born  July  9,  1834,  is  the  wife  of 
Robert  Smith,  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.  (2)  Edward 
Rockhill,  born  February  19,  1S36,  married  Eliza- 
beth Hatten,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Bloom- 
ing Grove  township.  (3)  Hiram,  born  August  16, 
1837,  married  a cousin,  Minerva  Hazen,  and  is  liv-  ' 
ing  at  Glen  Eyre,  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike 
county.  (4)  Horace,  born  November  5,  1838,  mar- 
ried Martha  Crawford  and  lives  in  Laxawaxen 
township.  (5)  Francis  Everet,  born  December  6, 
1840,  died  in  the  service  of  his  country  during  the 
Civil  war.  (6)  Almyra  Cox,  born  April  9,  1842, 
died  in  childhood.  (7)  Arminda,  born  January  5, 
1844,  was  married  May  13,  1867,  to  David  J.  Ed- 
wards, who  was  born  in  London,  England,  August 
16,  1841,  and  died  November  24,  1876;  four  chil- 
dren graced  their  union : Lucinda,  who  was  born 
February  21,  1868,  and  died  in  infancy;  Robert, 
who  was  born  December  9,  1869,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years ; Mary,  who  was  born  March  14, 
1872;  and  William  David,  who  was  born  August 
2,  1876,  married  Alice  Runyon,  October  25,  1899, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  at  Notch,  Penn.  (8) 
Charles  Herbert,  son  of  our  subject,  was  born  Au- 
gust 17,  1847,  and  was  a veterinary  surgeon  in 
New  York  State,  where  he  died  in  1889.  (9)  Mary 

Elvira,  born  June  10,  1854,  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  (10)  Erwin,  born  October  12, 
1857,  married  Margaret  Anderson  and  is  residing 
in  Blooming  Grove  township. 

COL.  JOHN  NYCE,  deceased.  This  in  his 
day  well-known  citizen  of  Milford,  Pike  county, 
who  passed  to  the  unseen  life  April  13,  1880,  was 
for  many  years  a prominent  member  of  the  legal 
fraternity.  His  progressive  mind,  and  warm  sym- 
pathy with  the  needs  of  the  people,  made  him  a de- 
termined champion  of  various  reforms,  and  while 
his  professional  work  was  notably  successful,  he  will, 
perhaps,  be  best  remembered  for  his  loyalty  and 
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devotion  as  a citizen  to  the  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity. 

Col.  Nyce  was  born  July  22,  1831,  in  Sandy- 
ston  townsnip,  Sussex  llo.,  N.  J.,  a son  of  Major 
John  \V.  ana  Maria  (Van  Campen)  Nyce,  ana  a 
grandson  of  John  Nyce,  who  resiaed'  at  an  early  day 
at  Egypt  Mills,  Penn.  Major  John  W.  Nyce  was  a 
native  of  Egypt  Mills,  Penn.,  and  for  many  years 
followed  farming  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  He  was 
a man  of  much  ability,  and  public  spirit,  and  his  title 
was  gained  by  active  service  in  the  State  militia,  for 
which  he  organized  and  trained  a company.  Our 
subject  was  fifth  in  a family  of  nine  children,  the 
others  being:  Eleanora,  widow  of  Foster  Arm- 
strong, of  vVentzville,  Mo.;  Abram  (deceased), 
who  married  Julia  Ramie;  James,  who  married  Jane 
Brink ; Mary,  wife  of  Eben  Kilpatrick ; Catherine, 
wife  of  John  Ramie,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  ; 
Sarah,  wife  of  John  Kyte,  of  Sandyston,  N.  J. ; 
Jacob,  a carpenter  at  Port  Jervis,  who  married 
Dorcas  Shay ; and  George,  a physician  at  Saratoga, 
N.  Y.,  who  married  Maria  Ennis. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  his 
education  was  begun  in  the  public  schools  near  his 
home.  In  early  manhood  he  removed  to  Delanco,  N. 
J.,  to  work  in  a lumber  yard  of  which  he  was  soon 
made  the  manager,  but  later  he  went  to  New  York 
City,  where  he  clerked  in  a dry-goods  store  for 
several  years.  In  1856  he  located  at  Stroudsburg, 
where  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  Hon.  Charl- 
ton Burnett  as  preceptor,  but  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  interrupted  his  plans.  As  soon  as  it  be- 
came apparent  that  a long  struggle  was  inevitable, 
he  began  organizing  a company  which  was  mus- 
tered into  service  June  11,  1861,  as  Company  F,  33rd 
Pa.  Reserves.  Our  subject  entered  as  second-lieu- 
tenant, and  was  soon  advanced  to  the  post  of  ad- 
jutant, while  on  June  2,  1862,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  major.  On  November  9,  1862,  he  was 
appointed  colonel  of  the  174th  Pa.  Militia,  for  meri- 
torious conduct  in  the  field,  and  with  this  rank  he 
served  until  mustered  out  on  August  7,  1863,  at 
Philadelphia.  During  his  term  of  service  he  took 
part  in  many  important  engagements,  and  received 
wounds  which  left  their  mark  upon  him  to  his  death. 
At  Charles  City  Cross  Roads  he  had  a sabre  wound 
across  his  right  arm ; at  Malvern  Hill  he  was  shot 
through  the  right  arm,  and  received  a shell  wound  in 
the  knee ; and  at  Antietam  he  was  shot  through  the 
right  lung,  which  caused  him  to  fall  from  his  horse 
and  injure  his  hip.  His  soldiers,  who  one  and  all 
appreciated  his  gallantry  and  courage,  presented 
him  with  a valuable  chronometer,  which  he  prized 
greatly  and  always  carried,  while  the  officers  of  his 
regiment  presented  him  with  a handsome  gold-  and 
silver-mounted  sword.  On  returning  to  the  paths 
of  peace  Col.  Nyce  remained  in  Stroudsburg  for  a 
few  months,  and  in  February,  1864,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  the  Monroe  County  Court.  In  April, 
1864,  he  located  at  Milford,  where  he  speedily 
gained  a large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  at  his 
death  he  left  a handsome  competence.  He  was 


active  in  municipal  affairs,  and  twice  served 
as  chief  burgess  of  Milford.  Although  a Demo- 
crat m politics,  he  accepted  the  Greenback  nom- 
ination for  State  Senator  in  1878,,  Ins  opponent 
being  Hon.  Allen  Craig,  of  Carbon  county, 
and  while  he  failed  to  carry  the  election  he  re- 
ceived a flattering  vote  in  his  own  county.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  a Methodist,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Church,  serv- 
ing as  superintendent  in  the  Sunday-school  until 
failing  health  compelled  him  to  relinquish  the  du- 
ties of  the  position.  Socially  he  was  identified  with 
the  1.  O.  O.  F.  G.  A.  R.  Post  No.  458,  at  Milford, 
is  named  Col.  John  Nyce  Post  after  him. 

On  December  28,  1853,  Col.  Nyce  was  married 
at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Martha  Ann  Allen, 
and  six  children  blessed  the  union:  (1)  John  W., 
born  July  15,  1855,  married  Margaret  A.  Quick, 
and  resides  at  Caldwell,  Ivans. ; for  some  years  he 
operated  the  Caldwell  Stock  Exchange  Bank,  but 
retired  in  1895  on  account  of  ill-health,  and  July  3, 
1897,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the  town  by 
President  McKinley.  In  September,  1877,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  prac- 
ticed there  for  a number  of  years ; served  as  district 
attorney  two  years,  resigning  that  office  in  1881, 
when  he  removed  to  Caldwell,  Sumner  Co.,  Kans., 
as  just  stated,  and  soon  afterward  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  of  that  county.  For  two  years  he'  was 
mayor  of  the  city ; also  served  as  president  of  the 
school  board  of  Caldwell,  as  city  attorney,  city 
treasurer  and  city  clerk,  also  as  clerk  of  the  district 
court  of  Sumner  county.  He  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  F.  & At. 
M.,  being  a Knight  Templar  and  Shriner.  (2) 
Isabella  C.  resides  with  her  mother.  (3)  Clarissa  M. 
married  Asa  Overall,  and  died  in  Kansas  in  Sep- 
tember, 1876.  (4)  Mattie  L.  married  J.  Willis  Cald- 
well, and  died  at  Caldwell,  Kans.,  November  23, 
1889.  (5)  Bertha  W.  died  at  Stroudsburg  in  child- 
hood. (6)  George  McC.,  who  is  unmarried,  was  for 
some  time  a grocer  in  South  Dakota ; when  the  war 
with  Spain  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  being  one  of  the" famous  “Rough  Riders," 
and  subsequently  re-enlisted  in  the  Eighth  New 
York  Cavalry,  in  which  he  holds  the  rank  of  cor- 
poral, and  at  this  time  he  is  with  his  regiment  at 
Puerto  Principe,  Cuba. 

Mrs.  Martha  A.  Nyce  is  a native  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  highly- 
respected  family.  Her  grandfather,  Sandford  Al- 
len, was  a prominent  citizen  of  New  York  City,  and 
for  many  years  held  public  office.  He  married  Clar- 
issa Hoddard,  and  had  the  following  children : 
Wiliam  C.,  Sandford,  Henry,  Thomas,  Billins,  Rox- 
ellina,  Prudence  J.  and  Bashby.  Major  William  C. 
Allen,  father  of  Mrs.  Nyce,  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  and  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  there  in  his 
youth.  For  some  time  in  later  life  he  made  his 
home  with  Mrs.  Nyce,  but  while  on  a visit  to  Port 
Jervis  he  died  on  January  14,  1894,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Writer), 
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a native  of  Otisville,  N.  Y.,  died  at  Port  Jervis, 
January  8,  1888,  aged  seventy-two,  and  the  remains 
of  both  were  interred  in  t'he  cemetery  at  Milford. 
This  estimable  couple  had  ten  children : Clarissa  J., 
deceased  wife  of  Marvin  Bowen;  Martha  A.  (Mrs. 
Nyce)  ; Amanda  M.,  widow  of  Michael  Nearpass, 
of  Port  Jervis;  Catherine,  widow  of  Richard  Hem- 
mingway,  of  New  York;  Jeannette,  who  died  in 
childhood ; Sandford,  who  went  south,  and  was 
never  heard  from  afterward ; and,  William  H.,  Isa- 
bella, Elizabeth  and  Alferetta,  who  all  died  in  child- 
hood. 

BENJAMIN  F.  STARBIRD  is  a well-known 
farmer  and  valued  citizen  of  Thompson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  who  has  had  very  little  time 
to  spend  in  idleness,  and  when  not  busy  with  his 
hands,  has  added  to  his  store  of  useful  knowledge 
and  kept  well  posted  on  current  events.  As  a man 
of  sound  judgment  and  intelligence,  he  is  well  wor- 
thy of  representation  in  a book  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Starbird  was  born  in  Preston,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  in  February,  1833,  and  is  descended  from 
an  old  New  England  family.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Starbird,  was  born  in  Brunswick, 
Cumberland  county,  district  of  Maine,  in  1754,  and 
in  early  life  came  to  this  State.  He  married  Hannah 
Stroud  (who  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.), 
in  1783,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Mc- 
Dowell) Stroud,  one  of  the  first  families  of  Mon- 
roe county,  and  the  one  for  whom  the  city  of 
Stroudsburg  was  named.  John  Starbird  died  in 
Stroudsburg  in  1839,  his  wife  in  1845.  1°  their 

family  were  seven  children,  namely:  Jacob  be- 

came a resident  of  New  York  State;  John,  born  in 
Stroudsburg,  in  1786,  married  a Miss  Price  and 
settled  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  but  later  removed 
to  a farm  in  Ohio,  where  lie  died  leaving  a family ; 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1788,  married  William  Bortree 
and  located  in  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  where  both 
died;  William,  father  of  our  subject,  is  the  next  of 
the  family;  Daniel,  born  in  May,  1801,  died  in 
childhood ; Peter,  born  in  1803,  died  when  a young 
man;  and  Frank,  born  in  1807,  died  unmarried  at 
Easton,  Penn.,  in  November,  1854. 

William  Starbird,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Stroudsburg  in  May,  1798,  and  on  reaching 
man’s  estate  married,  on  September  26,  1824,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Barrager,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty. Thev  began  their  domestic  life  at  Preston, 
that  county,  where  from  the  unbroken  forest  the 
father  developed  a farm  and  erected  thereon  a log 
house  and  barn.  Later  he  removed  to  Bucking- 
ham township,  Wayne  county,  where  his  wife  died 
in  1875.  and  he  passed  away  in  January,  1881.  In 
politics  he  was  first  an  old-line  Whig  and  later  a 
Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a Protestant, 
but  not  a member  of  any  religious  denomination. 
Thirteen  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  all  of  whom  reached  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. (1)  Ransom,  born  in  Wayne  county,  in 
July,  1825,  never  married  and  died  August  11, 


1862,  on  the  old  homestead.  (2)  Horace,  born 
October  8,  1826,  received  a district  school  educa- 
tion and  married  Sarah  Bunnell,  of  Herrick  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  They  located  on  a farm 
in  Wayne  county,  where  both  died,  and  their  only 
daughter  died  later.  (3)  Emaline,  born  in  1828, 
married  George  Whitney,  of  Susquehanna,  now  a 
resident  of  Wayne  county.  (4)  George,  born  in 
1829,  married  Alice  Lloyd,  of  Preston,  Wayne 
county,  and  both  died  in  that  county  in  1862,  leav- 
ing two  children,  who  are  now  residents  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.  (5)  Alfred,  born  in  May,  1831, 
never  married,  and  was  killed  at  Fort  Stephens 
during  the  Civil  war.  (6)  Benjamin  F.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (7)  Edwin  C., 
born  in  1835,  married  Roxanna  Hoover,  of  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.,  and  is  a business  man  of 
Kingston.  They  have  a family.  (8)  Ann,  born 
in  September,  1836,  married  Peter  Tillman,  of  Sus- 
quehanna, and  died  April  13,  1867,  leaving  one  son, 
Alfred,  a resident  of  Hancock,  N.  Y.  (9)  John 
0.,  born  in  1838,  married  Elmyra  Mitchell,  of  Lib- 
erty, Susquehanna  county,  and  they  make  their 
home  in  Wayne  county.  They  have  four  children. 
(10)  William  P.,  born  in  1840,  married  Jane  La 
Bar,  of  Wayne  county,  and  has  six  children.  He 
is  engaged  in  business  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  but 
still  owns  the  old  homestead  in  Preston  Park, 
Wayne  county.  (11)  Irvin,  born  in  1842,  married 
Anna  King,  of  Wayne  county,  where  he  died  in 
June,  1897,  leaving  three  children — Clair,  Robert 
and  Bessie.  (12)  Henry  C.,  born  in  1844,  died 
October  8,  1862.  (13)  Caroline  A.,  born  in  Sep- 

tember, 1848,  is  the  wife  of  S.  P.  Jones,  of  Buck- 
ingham, Wayne  conuty,  and  they  have  one  son. 

As  a boy  Benjamin  F.  Starbird  attended  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  county  during  the 
winter  months,  and  in  early  life  followed  lumbering 
and  farming  there,  being  a steersman  on  the  rafts 
of  lumber  floated  down  the  Delaware  river  to  the 
Philadelphia  markets  until  1874.  In  i860  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Emelinda  A.  La  Barr,  a daughter  of 
George  G.  and  Jerusha  La  Barr,  representatives  of 
a prominent  pioneer  family  of  Wayne  county,  where 
Mrs.  Starbird  was  born  in  1842.  After  his  mar- 
riage our  subject  purchased  a farm  in  Scott  town- 
ship, that  county,  where  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  1868,  when  he  bought  the  Messenger 
farm  in  Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
Upon  this  place  he  has  made  many  improvements, 
so  that  he  now  has  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the 
locality.  In  connection  with  general  farming  he 
has  been  engaged  in  lumbering. 

Mr.  Starbird  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  was  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
died  in  that  faith  in  March,  1891.  Five  children 
were  born  to  them,  namely : ( 1 ) Wilson  Henry, 

born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1862,  married  Nellie 
Mayo,  of  Susquehanna  county,  a daughter  of  Chap- 
man and  Louisa  (Fancher)  Mayo,  of  Harmony 
township,  and  they  now  have  three  children : Cora 
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E.,  born  in  1891  ; Don  J.,  born  in  1894;  and  George 
H.,  born  in  1897.  After  residing  in  Stevens  Point 
for  some  years  they  located  on  his  father’s  farm, 
of  which  he  now  has  the  management.  (2)  Nel- 
son F.,  born  in  April,  1866,  married  Emily  Doo- 
little, of  Gulf  Summit,  N.  Y„  ana  is  now  employed 
as  foreman  for  the  Essex  Lumber  Company  at 
Newark,  N.  J.  They  have  two  daughters,  Flor- 
ence and  Olive.  (3)  Judson  R.,  born  in  Wayne 
county,  in  1868,  is  also  interested  in  the  lumber 
business  in  Newark.  He  married  Arminda  Love- 
less, of  Elk  county,  Penn.,  and  has  two  children : 
B.  F.  and  Ruth.  (4)  Frank  G.,  born  in  Thomp- 
son township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1873,  mar- 
ried Maggie  Hill,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  is  in  the 
employ  of  a lumber  company  in  that  city.  (5) 
Nettie  W.  died  in  childhood.  Politically  Mr.  Star- 
bird  is  a Prohibitionist  and  religiously  a Methodist, 
having  been  a firm  believer  in  the  teachings  of  John 
Wesley  for  over  half  a century.  He  is  a man  far 
above  the  average  in  intellect.  Although  his  edu- 
cation was  limited  to  a few  months’  attendance  at 
the  district  schools,  he  has  become  a well-informed 
man.  As  he  grew  older  his  mind  craved  the 
knowledge  of  books  that  had  been  denied  him,  and 
he  became  a great  reader  of  good  literature,  buying 
all  the  books  which  his  means  would  afiford.  He 
is  now  one  of  the  best  read  men  of  his  section.  He 
is  a student  of  human  nature  as  well  as  history  and 
the  topics  of  the  time,  and  is  especially  well  in- 
formed on  national  and  local  affairs,  and  all  that 
takes  place  within  the  legislative  halls. 

D.  PORTER  ANGLE,  a prominent  dairyman 
and  agriculturist  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe 
county,  is  a young  man  of  enterprise,  and  his  large 
farm  is  kept  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation  under  his 
able  and  judicious  management. 

Mr.  Angle  comes  of  good  old  pioneer  stock,  his 
ancestors  in  the  paternal  line  having  been  early 
settlers  in  New  Tersey,  while  on  the  maternal  side 
he  is  a great-grandson  of  Capt.  Posten,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame,  who  came  to  Monroe  county  soon 
after  the  war  for  independence  closed,  and,  with  the 
Van  Vliets,  became  the  first  to  settle  in  what  is  now 
Stroud  township.  The  tract  of  land  upon  which  this 
hero  originally  settled  is  now  the  homestead  of  our 
subject,  and  its  broad  acres  have  a historical  value 
apart  from  the  market  rating  based  upon  their 
fertility.  Samuel  Angle,  our  subject's  paternal 
grandfather,  resided  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  about  ten  years  ago.  J.  G. 
Angle,  the  fattier  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  and  in  early  manhood  settled  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county.  His  first  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Annie  Posten,  was  born 
at  the  present  homestead,  and  after  their  marriage 
Mr.  Angle  purchased  the  place  where  he  made  his 
home  for  twenty-three  years.  He  then  returned  to 
his.  old  home  in  Middle  Smithfield,  where  he  still 
resides.  His  first  wife  died  when  our  subject  was 
a mere  boy,  and  the  father  afterward  married  Miss 


Sarah  J.  Van  Vliet,  of  Stroud  township,  who  died 
April  27,  1882.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  four 
children:  (1)  James  died  in  early  manhood.  (2) 
Mary  E.,  born  in  1861,  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, married  Jacob  Haul,  of  that  township,  and  later 
of  East  Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  two  children : 
Jav  and  Edna.  (3)  Jabez  G.,  Jr.,  born  in  Stroud 
April  6,  1865,  at  the  present  homestead,  now 
resides  in  East  Stroudsburg-.  He  married  Miss 
Emma  Detrick,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and 
they  had  four  children  : Laura,  Anna,  Bessie  and 
Jessie,  the  two  last  named  being  deceased.  (4)  D. 
Porter  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  By  the  sec- 
ond marriage  J.  G.  Angle  had  two  children : ( 1 ) 
Lydia  Lulu,  who  married  Eugene  Kinney,  of  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Verna;  and  (2)  George  Angle,  born  April  27, 
1877,  in  Stroud  township,  who  is  not  married  and 
resides  in  Middle  Smithfield  with  his  father. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  7,  1863,  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
his  education  was  chiefly  obtained  in  the  Posten 
school  in  Stroud  township.  He  remained  at  the 
old  homestead  assisting  his  father,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1887,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Agnes  Detrick, 
of  the  same  township.  They  settled  at  the  old 
homestead,  and  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  dairying  in  connection  with  lumbering,  his. 
success  in  all  his  enterprises  winning  him  a high 
reputation  in  business  circles.  The  place  contains 
no  acres  of  well  improved  land,  and  his  herd  of 
dairy  cows  is  among  the  largest  in  the  township. 
Poitically  Mr.  Angle  is  a Democrat,  and  belongs  to 
various  fraternal  organizations  including  the  Junior 
Order  American  Mechanics.  In  religion  he  inclines 
to  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his  wife  belongs, 
and  with  which  his  parents  united  many  years  ago. 
Socially  Mr.  Angle  and  his  young  wife  are  popular, 
and  Mrs.  Angle  is  not  only  an  efficient  and  capable 
helpmate  in  the  management  of  the  homestead,  but 
is  an  active  worker  in  religious  and  philanthropic 
movements,  giving  liberally  of  both  time  and  means* 
to  any  worthy  cause.  Two  children  brighten  the 
home,  Pearl,  born  November  18,  1892,  and  Carl, 
born  January  10,  1804. 

Mrs.  Angle  was  born  April  9,  1873,  in  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  where  her  parents, 
Martin  V.  and  Lydia  J.  (Marsh)  Detrick,  were 
prominent  residents.  They  died  of  typhoid  fever 
in  1894  within  one  month,  leaving  seven  children: 

(1)  John  H.,  a resident  of  Manson,  Iowa,  married 
Miss  Molly  Davis,  of  Iowa,  and  has  one  son — Earl. 

(2)  Laura  married  Harry  Van  Vliet,  of  Stroud 
township,  and  has  three  children : Myrtle,  May  and 
Stanley.  (3)  Maggie  B.  married  Harry  Ruster,  of 
Smithfield  township,  now  of  Stroudsburg,  and  they 
have  had  four  children— Lila  ; Frank  ; Earl  (deceased) 
and  Gradie,  who  died  from  diphtheria.  (4)  Mary  A. 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  (5)  William  E.  mar- 
ried Miss  Nattie  M.  Leaur,  on  December  ^o,  1897, 
and  they  now  reside  in  Manson,  Iowa.  (6)  Frank 
S.  is  now  a student  of  the  Petty  Institute  of  New 
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Jersey,  where  he  expects  to  graduate  this  year.  He 
is  a young  man  of  fine  scholarship,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  bright  men  of  Monroe  county.  (7) 
Miss  Annie  Detrick  is  a student  in  a high  school  in 
New  Jersey. 

WILLIAM  EMORY  RESSEGUIE,  a well- 
known  merchant  of  South  Gibson,  is  also  engaged 
in  agricultural  work  to  some  extent,  being  the  owner 
of  a fine  farm  near  the  village.  He  was  born  June 
26,  1841,  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  his  parents,  Fitch  and  Mary  (Tewksbury) 
Resseguie,  were  early  settlers,  and  of  whom  further 
mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  the  old  homestead, 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  there  on  his  own  account 
for  a number  of  years.  Wishing  to  enter  mercantile 
business  he  rented  a store  in  South  Gibson  in  1894, 
his  son  taking 'charge  for  a time,  however,  and  in 
May,  1895,  he  removed  to  the  village  in  order 
to  give  personal  attention  to  the  business.  Political- 
ly he  is  a Republican  and  he  is  active  in  promoting 
the  educational  interests  of  his  community,  having 
served  as  school  director  for  the  past  six  years.  He 
is  a leading  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  South 
Gibson,  in  which  he  has  served  as  steward  for  ten 
years  and  trustee  for  twelve  years.  In  November, 
1868,  he  was  married  in  Gibson  township  to  Miss 
Helen  L.  Dennv  and  they  had  three  children : Olin 
F.,  who  resides  in  Scranton,  married  Kate  Watrous, 
and  has  two  children — Leona  and  Helen ; Franklin 
F.,  who  operates  the  old  homestead  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, married  Lucile  Manzer.  and  has  two  children 
— Cecil  and  Madaline ; and  Homer  J.,  who  resides 
with  our  subject. 

Mrs.  Resseguie  belongs  to  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  families  of  Gibson  township,  where 
she  first  saw  light  November  7,  1849.  Her  paternal 
grandparents,  Richard  and  Sarah  (Steenback) 
Denny,  settled  noon  a farm  in  Gibson  township  at 
an  early  day,  and  her  father,  Tohn  Denny,  was  born 
and  reared  there,  and  became  a well-known  agri- 
culturist of  the  locality.  He  died  June  4,  1864, 
aged  thirty-eight  years.  His  wife,  Anna  E.  Tiffany, 
was  a daughter  of  Nathan  and  Nancy  (Pellett) 
Tiffany,  of  Lenox  township  Susquehanna  county, 
and  later  of  Gibson  township,  the  father  being  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  She  survived  him  and  mar- 
ried John  B.  Steenback,  and  her  death  occurred  in 
September,  1897,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  the  re- 
mains being  interred  in  Manzer  cemeterv,  Gibson 
township.  She  had  three  children,  all  by  her  first 
marriage:  Clarissa,  who  married  Willard  Gillett, 
contractor  and  builder  at  Kearney ; Helen  L.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Emma  E.,  who  married  Edward 
Wilmarth,  and  died  in  1889. 

JACOB  ELLSWORTH.  This  gentleman  oc- 
cupies no  unimportant  position  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne  county. 


He  was  born  October  8,  1823,  and  is  a son  of  George 
Ellsworth  and  grandson  of  Levi  Ellsworth.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  that  State.  During  the 
war  of  1812  he  took  up  arms,  and  valiantly  aided 
in  the  defense  of  his  country.  On  reaching  man- 
hood he  married  Martha  Cole,  also  a native  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  a daughter  of  Simon  Cole,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children  : Catherine, 
deceased  wife  of  E.  Brown ; Jacob,  of  this  sketch ; 
Jane,  wife  of  Frederick  Hall,  who  was  one  of  the 
defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war  and 
is  now  a resident  of  Lordsville,  Penn. ; William, 
who  makes  his  home  in  Manchester  township ; Isa, 
of  the  same  township;  Levi,  deceased;  and  John, 
a resident  of  Little  Equinunk,  Penn.  The  sons  all 
manifested  their  patriotism  by  their  service  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  Rebellion.  The  father  died 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Manchester  township,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  the  moth- 
er passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 

Jacob  Ellsworth  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
in  Manchester  township,  and  during  his  boyhood 
began  rafting  on  the  river.  Later  he  chopped  wood 
in  the  forests,  and  throughout  his  active  business 
life  has  been  identified  with  the  farming  and  lum- 
ber interests  of  this  secti@n  of  the  State.  In  1863 
he  donned  the  blue,  and  as  a member  of  Company 
L,  58th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  was  in  the  service  for  over 
two  years,  during  which  time  his  weight  was  re- 
duced from  210  pounds  to  116  pounds.  While  in 
camp  he  contracted  rheumatism  and  also  a fever 
which  broke  down  his  health.  Among  the  engage- 
ments in  which  he  participated  was  the  battle  of 
Holly  Hill. 

In  1855  Mr.  Ellsworth  married  Miss  Matilda 
Tyler,  a native  of  Manchester  township,  and  a 
daughter  of  Anson  and  Deliah  (Adams)  Tyler,  who 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  township. 
Out  of  a large  family,  only  four  of  the  children 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  now  living, 
namely:  Esther;  John,  who  married  Minerva 

Mogerdge ; Miranda,  wife  of  James  Coddington; 
and  Della,  wife  of  Evan  Jones.  The  wife  and  moth- 
er was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  the  fall  of  1888,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  She  was  a good  wife, 
a faithful  helpmeet  and  a careful  parent  to  her  chil- 
dren. Politically  Mr.  Ellsworth  is  a Democrat,  and 
socially  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at 
Hawkins  Creek,  N.  Y.  Following  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  father,  he  is  a successful  hunter.  Although 
the  country  has  grown  from  almost  a wilderness 
to  an  advanced  condition,  and  bears  and  panthers 
are  no  longer  common,  Mr.  Ellsworth  manages  to 
secure  game  and  fish  enough  to  still  make  good  the 
name  of  a hunter. 

WILLIAM  SCHOLL.  Wayne  county  num- 
bers among  her  best  and  most  honored  residents 
many  citizens  who  are  of  German  birth  or  origin, 
and  among  these  William  Scholl,  who  during  his 
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life  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  and 
public-spirited  men  of  Hawley,  held  a respected 
place. 

Mr.  Scholl  was  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
born  August  4,  1826,  near  Ammerbach,  and  was  one 
of  the  eight  children  of  Theodore  Scholl,  of  whom 
we  have  the  following  record:  Francis  died  at 

Hawley,  Penn.  Mary  married  Ernest  Waddelinz 
and  she  and  her  husband  both  died  at  Hawley. 
Charles  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  was  never  heard  from  after  he  entered  the 
service.  Theresa,  Mrs.  Francis  Hannig,  died 
in  Germany.  William  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 
John  is  a shoemaker  and  lives  in  Germany.  George 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Kansas.  Philip  lives  in 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  is  employed  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania board  of  health.  The  parents  passed  all 
tlieir  lives  in  the  Fatherland. 

In  1849  William  Scholl  came  to  try  his  fortune 
in  America,  and  for  one  year  after  his  arrival  he 
lived  at  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where  .he  followed  his 
trade,  that  of  baker,  thence  coming  to  Hawley, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  For  a 
time  he  worked  at  his  trade  with  Mrs.  Mary  Schla- 
ger,  his  wife’s  sister,  afterward  renting  the  store 
for  a year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  purchased 
the  business,  which  he  continued  successfully  up  to 
his  death,  on  July  6,  1883.  He  managed  his  affairs 
with  characteristic  German  thrift,  and  by  industry 
and  economy  acquired  a comfortable  property  and 
became  one  of  the  most  respected  members  of  the 
community  in  which  he  had  settled.  Strict  hon- 
esty and  a desire  to  please  marked  his  dealings  with 
all,  and  his  custom  increased  yearly  from  the  time 
he  entered  business.  Mr.  Scholl  took  a loyal  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  town,  but  he  was 
not  an  office-seeker  and  took  no  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  though  he  served  faithfully  as  poormaster 
at  Hawley.  His  political  sympathies  were  with 
the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Scholl  was  married,  at  Honesdale,  on  June 
29,  1851,  to  Miss  Margaret  Ferber,  and  their  union 
was  blessed  with  eleven  children,  of  whom  only 
four  are  living,  namely : William,  Margaret,  Eliza- 
beth, August,  all  four  deceased ; Lena,  the  wife  of 
Edward  Gardner,  a blacksmith  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Charles  and  Emma,  deceased ; Sophia,  who  mar- 
ried Ed  Goldback,  a shoemaker,  of  Hawley ; George, 
living  with  his  mother  and  employed  in  the  silk  mill ; 
Peter,  living  with  his  mother ; and  Barbara,  de- 
ceased. The  family  are  Catholics  in  religious 
faith.  Fraternally  Mr.  Scholl  belonged  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

Mrs.  Margaret  (Ferber)  Scholl  now  makes 
her  home  above  the  store  formerly  kept  by  her  hus- 
band, on  the  east  side  of  Hawley,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years  is  a bright,  active  and  well-preserved 
woman,  respected  and  loved  by  all  who'  have  the 
pleasure  of  her  acquaintance.  She  proved  a faith- 
ful and  competent  helpmeet  to  her  husband  in  his 
business  as  well  as  in  the  home,  doing  her  full  share  1 


in  accumulating  the  competence  which  she  now  en- 
joys, and  it  is  hoped  that  she  still  has  many  peace- 
ful years  before  her.  She  was  born  October  8,  1827, 
in  Baden,  Germany,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Sterra)  Ferber.  The  mother  died  in  1843,  at  the 
age  of  forty-three,  and  in  1847  the  father  came  to 
America,  for  the  first  six  months  after  his  arrival 
living  in  Greene  county,  Penn.,  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Schlager.  He  then  made  his  home  in  Hones- 
dale for  a while,  subsequently  lived  in  Hawley  at 
different  times,  and  spent  his  years  among  all  his 
children  in  their  various  homes,  dying  November 
23,  1889,  at  Hawley,  while  staying  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Scholl.  He  was  ninety-five  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  was  due  to  an  acci- 
dent, he  having  fallen  down  stairs.  His  fam- 
consisted  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  but  Mar- 
garet and  Barbara  are  now  deceased,  viz. : Eliza- 

beth, wife  of  Anthony  Hickman,  who  is  also  de- 
ceased; Jacob;  Mary,  wife  of  John  Schlager,  who 
is  dead ; Margaret,  Mrs.  Scholl ; Abraham ; and 
Barbara,  widow  of  John  Reif,  residing  at  Honesdale. 

HENRY  C.  AMES.  In  every  community 
there  are  individuals  whose  lives  are  so  intimately 
woven  into  the  woof  and  warp  of  their  contempor- 
ary history  that  the  union  seems  inseparable.  It 
is  of  such  that  the  loss,  when  the  threads  once  break 
asunder,  is  said  to  be  irreparable.  The  wounds 
of  nature  heal  quickly,  perhaps,  but  the  influence  of 
forceful  lives  is  transmitted  by  invisible  yet  potent 
strands  through  future  generations.  Currents  of 
human  activities,  once  created,  change  slowly.  They 
oftener  expand  in  the  direction  of  initial  momentum. 
Usually  the  magic  power  of  leaders  among  men 
is  underestimated.  It  is  like  the  flow  of  an  under- 
ground stream,  unperceived  at  the  surface,  yet  fate- 
ful in  the  summing  up  of  total  resultants.  There 
are  men  whose  lives  are  passed  in  seeming  tran- 
quility, without  the  accompaniment  of  stirring  in- 
cident, whose  lives  are  imperishably  linked  to  the 
onward  destinies  of  their  fellow  mortals. 

Henry  C.  Ames,  retired  farmer  and  banker  of 
Waymart,  Wayne  county,  has  contributed  far  be- 
yond his  reasonable  quota  to  the  development  of  his 
native  county.  His  father,  Joseph  Ames,  was  one 
of  the  honored  and  influential  pioneers  of  the  same 
portion  of  Pennsylvania.  The  family  traces  its 
history  back  to  Colonial  times.  Joseph  Ames,  the 
grandfather,  a native  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  engaged 
in  farming  in  the  vicinity  of  that  village,  and  in 
1777  married  Hannah  Tyler.  He  enlisted  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  Continental  army,  and  served  through- 
out the  memorable  struggle  for  independence.  Re- 
turning to  Stonington,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  there,  though  after  the  death  of  his  wife  he  for 
some  time  visited  his  son  Joseph  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.  The  five  children  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  Ames 
were  William,  Erastus,  Hannah,  Elijah,  and  Joseph. 
Wiliam  settled  at  Rockford,  111.,  and  his  son,  Judge 
E.  B.  Ames,  was  minister  to  Germany  during  the 
administration  of  President  Pierce. 
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Joseph  Ames,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
.at  Stonington,  Conn.,  October  28,  1790.  When  he 
attained  his  majority  he  resolved  to  go  West,  and 
made  the  journey  to  the  wilderness  land  on  a horse, 
which  was  his  sole  possession.  For  three  years  he 
taught  school  on  the  Wallenpaupack,  and  lie  there 
became  acquainted  with  Miss  Gertrude  Schenck, 
who  soon  after  became  his  wife.  She  was  born  in 
1793  in  Hunterdon  county,  N.  ].,  daughter  of  Col. 
John  H.  Schenck,  a native  of  Monmouth,  N.  J.,  and 
a man  of  large  wealth  and  influence,  who  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  raised  and  equipped  at  his  own 
expense  the  regiment  of  soldiers  which  he  com- 
manded. At  the  close  of  the  war  Col.  Schenck  en- 
tered political  life  and  filled  many  offices  of  trust 
and  importance.  He  became  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Wayne  county,  and  died  at  Canaan  Corners. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Schenck,  Jo- 
seph Ames  purchased  125  acres  of  wild  land  on  the 
site  of  Canaan  Corners.  He  partially  cleared  the 
land,  and  lived  there  many  years.  He  then  sold  the 
property  and  purchased  another  farm  of  150  acres, 
and  began  anew  the  work  of  preparation  for  culti- 
vation. This  farm,  now  owned  by  his  son  Henry 
C.,  he  occupied  through  life,  and  lived  to  see  one 
hundred  acres  of  it  under  improvement,  with  large 
and  substantial  buildings.  Joseph  Ames  died  in 
August,  1849,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  In 
politics  he  had  been  an  ardent  Whig.  He  was  a man 
of  prominence  in  the  community  and  was  frequently 
called  upon  by  the  franchises  of  his  friends  and 
neighbors  to  fill  the  more  important  local  offices  of 
responsibility  and  trust.  Socially  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  Wavmart  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M. 

The  children  of  Joseph  and  Gertrude  Ames 
were  as  follows:  (1)  Erasmus  D.  married  Jane 
Clawson,  and  has  five  children,  Agnes,  Tyler,  Katie, 
Mary  and  Harriet;  (2)  Nelson  M.  first  married 
Nancy  Hoadley,  by  whom  he  had  three  children, 
Oliver,  George  and  Rutzer,  and  for  his  second  wife 
he  wedded  Susan  Crammer,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  Louise,  Susan,  Newton  and  Fred.;  (3) 
Eliza  married  Alexander  Andrews,  by  whom  she  had 
four  children,  Alexander,  Mary,  Charles  and  William, 
and  for  her  second  husband  she  wedded  William 
Annan,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Gertrude;  (4) 
Tyler  died  in  boyhood;  (5)  George  R.  had  three 
children  by  his  first  wife,  Catherine  (McClain), 
and  by  his  second  wife  had  one  child,  Edward ; 
(6)  Clarissa,  wife  of  John  Clawson,  was  the  mother 
of  three  children,  Agnes,  Jennie  and  Louise;  (7) 
Henry  C.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  (8)  Jacob  S. 
married  Harriet  N.  Woodward,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Gaston,  Helen  and  Hattie;  (9)  John  H.  mar- 
ried Melissa  Woodward,  and  had  three  children, 
William,  Homer  and  Erasmus;  (10)  Reuben  T. 
married  Helen  Thorp,  and  had  five  children,  Susan, 
Howard,  James,  Eliza  and  Lucy;  ( 1 1 ) Sarah  D. 
married  John  Stryker,  and  had  three  children,  Mary, 
William  and  John. 

Henry  C.  Ames  was  born  in  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  Oct.  28,  1828.  He  received  his  I 


education  in  the  schools  of  industry,  aided  by  a few 
short  terms  in  the  district  schools.  The  work  of  the 
home  farm  devolved  largely  upon  his  young  should- 
ers. He  was  only  twenty  years  of  age  when  his  fa- 
ther died,  and  he  immediately  purchased  and  con- 
tinued to  improve  the  farm  by  clearing  the  remainder 
of  its  fertile  acres,  and  by  adding  commodious  and 
substantial  buildings.  From  that  early  day  when 
the  responsibilities  of  active  life  were  thus  thrust 
upon  him  by  circumstances  down  to  the  present 
time,  or  until  quite  recently,  Henry  C.  Ames  has 
been  an  earnest  and  energetic  factor  to  the  material 
development  of  Wayne  county,  gaining  in  strength, 
experience  and  wisdom  year  by  year,  and  engaging 
in  various  leading  enterprises.  He  has  always  had 
an  admiration  for  the  freedom  and  nobility  of  farm 
life,  and  perhaps  has  bestowed  upon  it  more  of  his 
time  and  attention  than  his  mercantile  and  other  pur- 
suits. In  1866  he  purchased,  from  Edward  Carr, 
a farm  of  150  acres,  partially  cleared,  which  he 
brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment. In  1871  he  bought  forty-one  acres  of  new 
land,  and  cleared  and  improved  that  addition  to 
his  property.  For  forty  years  he  dealt  extensively 
in  cattle,  reaching  markets  as  far  distant  as  Ken- 
tucky and  New  York.  For  four  years,  beginning 
in  1870,  he  conducted  a mercantile  business  at  Way- 
mart,  but  when  his  store  was  destroyed  by  fire  he  re- 
tired to  his  farm.  In  1879  he  erected  at  Waymart 
the  store  which  was  conducted  by  his  son  Earl  T. 
until  the  latter’s  death  in  1885.  In  1893  the  bank- 
ing firm  of  H.  C.  Ames  & Co.  was  established  at 
Forest  City,  the  junior  partner  being  Ellsworth  F. 
Ames,  the  son  of  our  subject.  Mr.  Ames  stilll  gives 
the  banking  business  his  general  supervision. 

The  marriage  of  Henry  C.  Ames  to  Miss  Julia 
Ann  Enslin  was  solemnized  September  5,  1848. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Nancy 
(Quick)  Enslin,  and  was  born  in  South  Canaan 
June  20,  1826.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them, 
as  follows:  (1)  Orrin  E.,  born  May  4,  1849,  died 
September  28,  1854;  (2)  Hannah,  born  November 
25,  1851,  married  Orrin  Shaffer,  a carpenter  of 
South  Canaan  township,  and  has  one  child,  Gert- 
rude; (3)  Annie  Eliza,  born  January  17,  1853,  mar- 
ried William  J.  Pentecost,  a lumberman  of  Forest 
City,  Penn.,  and  had  six  children,  Rena  May,  Ar- 
chie E.,  Edna  P.  (deceased),  Earl  T.,  Inez  D.,  and 
Hazel  M.  (4)  Gertrude  A.,  born  October  27,  1855, 
is  the  wife  of  Warren  S.  Bryant,  a merchant  at 
Mayfield,  Penn.;  (5)  Sarah  H,  born  October  21, 
1857,  died  June  25,  1858;  (6)  Earl  T.,  born  May 
16,  1859,  a bright  and  promising  young  business 
man,  died  of  consumption,  February  7,  1885;  (7) 
Ellsworth  F.,  a sketch  of  whom  follows.  Mrs.  Henry 
C.  Ames  died  October  21,  1881. 

At  Somerville,  N.  J.,  January  22,  1891,  Mr. 
Ames  was  married  to  Miss  Sara  F.  Wheeler,  a na- 
tive of  Clinton  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  the  only 
child  of  Anson  and  Harriet  C.  (Norton)  Wheeler. 
Her  paternal  great-grandparents  were  Benjamin  and 
Lowella  (Mallory)  Wheeler,  of  Winsted,  Conn. 
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Benjamin  Wheeler  was  a Revolutionary  soldier, 
who  later  in  life  migrated  from  Connecticut  and 
settled  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county. 
His  son,  Nathan,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Ames,  came 
to  Wayne  county  when  a boy  and  here  married 
Emily  Tanner,  a native  of  New  York  State.  Anson 
was  the  eldest  of  their  live  children.  He  was  born 
March  4,  1829,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade.  He  was  married  October  21,  1852, 
to  Miss  Harriet  C.  Norton,  granddaughter  of  Levi 
and  Olive  (Wheeler)  Norton,  who  came  to  Wayne 
county  from  Winsted,  Conn.,  in  1812,  with  the 
Wheelers.  Levi  Norton  had  served  for  seven  years 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  a member  of  the 
staff  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam.  In  1810,  with  the 
“Pay  certificates’’  for  his  military  services,  he  pur- 
chased nine  tracts  of  land  in  what  is  now  Clinton 
township,  Wayne  county.  On  Christmas  Day,  1811, 
his  son  Alva  W.  arrived  at  the  newly  acquired  prop- 
erty, and  in  the  following  spring  a number  of  fam- 
ilies from  Connecticut  followed.  Alva  W.  Norton 
had  received  an  excellent  education  in  Connecticut, 
and  after  his  arrival  in  Wayne  county  became  a 
prominent  and  skillful  surveyor.  He  married  Miss 
Sallie  Freeman  November  21,  1816,  and  Harriet  C., 
who  became  the  wife  of  Anson  Wheeler,  was  the 
youngest  of  their  five  children.  Anson  Wheeler 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  97th  P.  V.  I.,  a regiment 
known  as  “Martin's  Guerrillas,”  and  served  cred- 
itably throughout  the  Civil  war.  He  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county.  Mrs. 
Ames,  his  only  daughter,  has  received  a good  edu- 
cation, and  maintained  an  unusually  active  intellect- 
ual interest  in  many  departments  of  human  thought 
and  achievement. 

Mr.  Ames  has  often  been . called  upon  to  fill 
civil  offices.  He  has  been  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  for  several  terms,  and  is  now  serving  in  that 
capacity  in  Canaan  township.  Frequently  he  has 
been  chosed  school  director,  also  poormaster  and  to 
other  official  positions.  For  the  past  forty  years 
lie  has  been  a prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  has  held  most  of  the  offices 
in  the  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  He 
has  practically  retired  from  active  life,  but  his  ripe 
wisdom  and  counsel  are  often  sought  by  his  many 
friends  and  acquaintances,  and  even  by  strangers. 
The  security  and  harmony  of  his  present  days  are 
the  fitting  culmination  of  the  man)'  active  vears 
he  has  contributed  with  success  to  the  material, 
moral  and  social  advancement  of  the  community  in 
which  his  life  has  been  spent. 

ELLSWORTH  FREDERICK  AMES,  of  For- 
est City,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a member  of  the 
well-known  banking  firm  of  H.  C.  Ames  & Co.,  or- 
ganized by  his  father  in  February,  1893.  The  in- 
stitution of  which  our  subject  is  cashier,  is  in  a 
most  prosperous  condition,  the  high  standing  of 
its  founders  in  business  circles  having  insured  its 
success  from  the  start,  which  was  made  in  a small 
frame  building  built  by  the  firm  for  the  purpose. 


In  1895  it  was  removed  to  the  present  building, 
a handsome  structure  of  white  stone  and  brick, 
costing  $8,000  and  fitted  up  with  all  modern  im- 
provements. The  inside  finish  is  of  hard  oak,  and 
the  vault,  upon  which  there  is  a time  lock,  is  of 
brick  and  stone  with  a concrete  floor,  8x10  feet  in 
size.  The  safe  was  manufactured  by  Herring  & 
Hall,  and  altogether  the  office  equipment  cost  $1,500. 
In  addition  to  the  banking  business  the  firm  carries 
on  extensive  operations  in  other  lines,  notably  in 
farming  and  stock  raising,  H.  C.  Ames  being  the 
owner  of  three  farms  comprising  600  acres,  and  since 
June,  1899,  they  have  conducted  a store  at  Way- 
mart. 

The  Ames  family  is  of  good  old  Massachusetts 
stock,  and  many  of  the  name  have  won  success  as 
merchants,  financiers  and  professional  workers. 
Ellsworth  F.  Ames  was  born  June  29,  1863,  in 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  son  of  Henry  C. 
and  Julia  Ann  (Enslin)  Ames,  and  his  boyhood 
was  mainly  spent  upon  his  father’s  farm.  He  at- 
tended school  at  Waymart  for  a time,  and  at  fifteen 
years  of  age  entered  Wyoming  Seminary  at  Kings- 
ton, where  he  remained  one  year ; later  he  attended 
the  graded  schools  at  Hawley.  On  completing  his 
course  there  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
Waymart  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Earl  T. 
Ames ; but  after  two  years  the  latter  was  compelled 
to  go  West  on  account  of  his  health,  and  his  death 
occurred  only  two  months  after  his  return.  Our 
subject  continued  the  business  a, lone  until  the 
spring  of  1892,  when  he  retired,  taking  a year  for 
rest,  and  prospecting  for  a suitable  location  for  his 
present  enterprise.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  political  work,  being  one  of  the  leading 
Republicans  of  his  locality,  and  while  at  Waymait 
he  served  three  years  as  councilman  and  three  as 
auditor.  Lie  is  a Master  Mason,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  he  and 
his  accomplished  wife  are  leaders. 

On  January  16,  1889,  Mr.  Ames  was  married  at 
Waymart,  to  M-iss  Anna  E.  Battan,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Hylia  M.,  born  March  15,  1894.  Mrs. 
Ames  is  a native  of  South  Canaan,  Wayne  county, 
born  January  27,  1868,  and  her  parents,  Robert  and 
Mary  (Wagner)  Battan,  are  well  known  residents 
of  Waymart,  Pennsylvania. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  BATES,  a retired  mer- 
chant of  Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county,  belongs 
to  that  class  of  men  whom  the  world  terms  self- 
made,  for,  commencing  life  for  himself  empty- 
handed,  he  has  conquered  all  obstacles  in  the  path 
to  success,  and  has  not  only  secured  for  himself  a 
handsome  competence,  but  by  his  efforts  has  mate- 
rially advanced  the  interests  of  the  community  with 
which  he  is  associated.  He  has  been  a very  promi- 
nent figure  in  business  circles,  and  ranks  among  the 
leading  citizens  of  Susquehanna  county.' 

Mr.  Bates  was  born  in  Dyberry  township, 
Wayne  county,  January  4,  1843,  a son  of  Robert 
and  Prudence  (Arthur)  Bates,  who  were  born, 
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reared  and  married  in  England,  and  on  their  emigra- 
tion to  America,  in  1842,  settled  one  mile  from 
Bethany,  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.  The  father  was 
born  in  July,  1823,  and  is  still  living  with  his  son 
David  on  the  farm  in  Dyberry  township  which  has 
been  his  home  for  the  past  half  century.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years,  and  was  buried  at  Bethany.  She  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  the  father  also  belongs.  William  H.,  our 
subject,  is  the  eldest  of  their  children;  Elizabeth  is 
the  wife  of  George  Trevethan,  of  Wayne  county; 
Thomas  is  deceased ; Joseph  is  a resident  of  Way- 
mart,  Wayne  county;  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Snyder,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; John  is  a con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Rockford,  111. ; Laura  is  the 
wife  of  John  Beere,  a farmer  of  Wayne  county; 
Harriet  is  the  wife  of  John  Balban,  of  Wilkes  Barre  ; 
David  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Wayne  county ; 
and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Michael  Balban,  of  Wilkes 
Barre.  The  name  is  spelled  Bate  by  some  members 
of  the  family. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  William  H.  Bates  went  West,  and 
spent  two  and  a half  years  in  Illinois,  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin,  being  employed  principally  in  the  lum- 
ber woods.  On  his  return  to  Pennsylvania  he  was 
married,  January  6,  1866,  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
to  Miss  Harriet  M.  Lawrence,  who  was  born  in 
Bethany,  Wayne  county,  August  5,  1845.  Her  par- 
ents were  John  and  Maria  E.  (Sloat)  Lawrence, 
the  former  a native  of  Sheldrake,  N.  Y.,  the  latter 
of  Sullivan  county,  that  State.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  remained  in  New  York  until  1831,  when 
they  removed  to  Bethany,  Penn.  The  father,  who 
was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  died  in  January,  1874, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  the  mother  in  1865, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Bethany  cemetery.  Their  children  were  Horatio  N., 
a retired  farmer,  living  with  our  subject;  Milton, 
a blacksmith,  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Dyberry 
township;  Dency  C.,  who  died  young;  and  Harriet 
M.,  wife  of  our  subject.  On  the  paternal  side  Mrs. 
Bates-  is  of  English  extraction.  Her  great-great- 
grandfather  eloped  with  Mary  Townley,  a sister  of 
Lord  Townley,  and  came  to  America.  Her  mater- 
nal grandparents  were.  John  and  Gertrude  (Elton) 
Sloat,  the  former  born  in  Connecticut,  in  June,  1769, 
and  died  in  Sullivan  countv,  N.  Y.,  in  August,  1832 ; 
the  latter  was  born  in  that  county  in  January.,  1771, 
and  died  in  Bethany,  Penn.,  in  1843.  having  come 
to  this  State  in  1835.  Their  children  were  Charles, 
bom  in  1791  ■ Jonas,  in  17941  Alexander  C.,  in 
I797 ! Henry  E.,  May  7,  1802  ; Hiram,  in  July,  1806; 
and  Maria  E.,  June  26,  1809. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bates  followed  farm- 
ing in  Wayne  county  until  1870,  when  he  went  to 
Bergen  county,  N.  j.,  and  for  five  years  operated 
three  farms  for  his  wife’s  cousin,  Jenkin  S.  Sloat. 
The  following  four  years  were  spent  upon  the  old 
homestead,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  his 


stock  and  moved  to  Forest  City,  which  then  con- 
tained but  eight  shanties.  He  opened  the  first  store 
in  the  place,  in  a dwelling-house,  22  x 9 feet,  and 
the  first  year  only  sold  $3,600  worth  of  merchan- 
dise, but  his  business  steadily  increased,  and  soon 
amounted  to  that  each  month.  He  finally  sold  his 
store  to  D.  G.  Allen,  in  1889,  but  after  living  re- 
tired for  three  years,  while  attending  to  his  real- 
estate  interests,  he  again  embarked  in  merchandising, 
and  conducted  a store  for  five  years.  He  is  now  liv- 
ing practically  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  for- 
mer toil,  and  his  well-spent  and  honorable  life  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a 
consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  a stanch  Republican  in  politics,  but  has 
never  cared  for  political  honors ; in  fact  he  has  de- 
clined office,  though  he  has  served  as  overseer  of  the 
poor  two  terms,  and  is  at  present  a member  of  the 
board  of  health. 

MICHAEL  CORCORAN,  a general  merchant 
at  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  is  a man  whose  success- 
ful struggle  with  adverse  circumstances  shows 
what  can  be  done  by  industry  and  economy,  espe- 
cially if  a sensible  wife  seconds  the  efforts  to  se- 
cure a home  and  competence.  Born  of  poor  par- 
ents, he  was  obliged  to  make  his  way  in  life  with- 
out the  aids  which  are  usually  considered  essential 
to  success. 

Mr.  Corcoran  was  born  in  County  Mayo,  Ire- 
land, July  29,  1843,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Haley)  Corcoran,  who  in  1847  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, first  locating  in  St.  John,  New  Brunswick;  but 
the  following  year  they  took  up  their  residence  in 
Palmyra  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  In  1852 
they  removed  to  Hawley,  where  the  father  was  em- 
ployed as  a stationary  engineer  for  some  years,  but 
his  last  days  were  spent  in  retirement  from  active 
labor.  I11  1870,  while  coupling  some  cars  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  right  arm.  He  died  December  25,  1895, 
aged  seventy-seven  years,  and  was  buried  at  Haw- 
ley. Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  religiously 
a Roman  Catholic,  to  which  Church  his  widow 
also  belongs.  She  is  now  living  in  Hawley,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  Michael  is  the  eldest  of 
their  six  children,  the  others  being  Mary,  who  died 
in  Ireland  during  childhood : John,  who  died  in  St. 
John,  New  Brunswick ; Thomas,  who  died  in  Haw- 
ley; Daniel,  who  is  living  with  our  subject;  and 
Peter,  who  died  at  Hawley.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject,  John  and  Mary  (McAn- 
drew)  Corcoran,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ireland, 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  fisherman,  and 
in  that  country  the  maternal  grandparents,  Thomas 
and  Mary  (McDonough)  Haley,  also  lived,  the  for- 
mer engaged  in  farming. 

Until  twenty-seven  years  of  age.  Michael  Cor- 
coran remained  with  his  parents,  but  at  the  early 
age  of  twelve  years  he  began  to  earn  his  own  liveli- 
hood, working  for  four  years  at  picking  slate  on 
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the  dock  at  Hawley.  He  was  next  engaged  at  trim- 
ming boats  for  five  years,  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.,  and  then  worked  as  a general  laborer  for  a 
time.  For  the  long  period  of  nineteen  years  he  was 
foreman  of  a crew  of  men  on  section  19,  of  the 
Gravity  railroad,  and  from  1884  until  November  6, 
1896,  was  trackman  for  the  N.  Y.  L.  E.  & W.  rail- 
road. Since  then  he  has  successfully  engaged  in 
merchandising,  at  Hawley,  but  is  now  living  prac- 
tically retired,  while  his  children  conduct  the  store 
for  him. 

At  Hawley,  October  11,  1870,  by  Father  J.  P. 
O’Malley,  Mr.  Corcoran  was  married  to  Miss  Brid- 
get Boland,  and  to  them  have  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  John,  Mary,  Thomas,  Bridget, 

Michael,  Peter  and  Daniel,  of  whom  Michael  is  de- 
ceased ; the  others  are  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Corcoran 
is  also  a native  of  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Bridget  (Hughes)  Boland, 
who  never  left  the  Emerald  Isle,  the  father  dying 
there  in  April,  1897,  aged  eighty  years,  the  mother 
in  1891,  aged  seventy-four.  Their  children  were 
Mary,  wife  of  Patrick  Welsh,  of  Hawley;  Bridget, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Winifred,  who  died  in  child- 
hood ; Alice,  who  died,  unmarried,  in  Ireland ; 
Thomas,  a farmer  in  Ireland;  Winifred  (2),  wife 
of  John  McGinty,  car  inspector  at  Hawley;  Dora, 
who  married  Patrick  Manley,  principal  of  the  schools 
of  Pittston,  Penn.,  and  died  in  Hawley ; Maggie, 
widow  of  Thomas  Gilmartin,  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; 
Martin,  a farmer  of  Ireland ; Alice,  widow  of  Rich- 
ard Gilday ; and  Ellen,  wife  of  Michael  Leonard, 
of  Scranton,  Penn.  Mrs.  Corcoran’s  paternal  grand- 
parents, Patrick  and  Winifred  (Fleming)  Boland, 
were  farming  people  of  County  Sligo,  Ireland,  where 
they  always  made  their  home,  while  the  maternal 
grandparents,  Martin  and  Bridget  (Gilday)  Hughes, 
lived  on  a farm  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  until  1867, 
when  they  came  to  Hawley,  Penn.,  there  spending 
their  remaining  days  in  retirement. 

Mr.  Corcoran  has  always  taken  quite  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  has  filled  the  office  of 
town  clerk  of  Palmyra  township  for  the  past  nine 
years,  and  has  also  served  as  auditor  and  school  di- 
rector to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  His 
political  support  is  ever  given  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  and  his 
family  hold  membership  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

GEORGE  H.  WILDENBERGER,  a well- 
known  insurance  agent  of  South  Canaan,  is  one  of 
the  leading  and  prominent  young  business  men  of 
Wayne  county.  He  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
January  25,  1861,  and  was  a child  of  four  years  when 
brought  to  Wayne  county. 

Our  subject's  father,  George  Wildenberger, 
now  a tailor  of  South  Canaan,  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  March  10,  1834,  a son  of  George  and 
Anna  (Auple)  Wildenberger,  who  spent  their  en- 
tire lives  in  Bavaria.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a 


farmer  by  occupation,  served  for  six  years  as  a 
private  in  the  King’s  Cavalry,  and  filled  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  He  died 
in  December,  1846,  aged  fifty-one  years,  his  wife  in 
1861,  aged  seventy  years.  The  former  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Lutheran  Church,  while  the  latter  be- 
longed  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Of  their 
children,  John  died  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years;  George  is  the  father  of  our  subject,  Cath- 
erine when  last  heard  from  was  living  in  Switzer- 
land ; Arsulla  is  married,  and  lives  in  Bavaria ; and 
Henry  G.  died  at  Saarbriick,  while  serving  in  the 
German  army. 

In  his  native  land  the  father  of  our  subject 
grew  to  manhood,  and  came  to  America  December 
2^.  18^7,  locating  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
worked  at  the  tailor's  trade  until  1865.  That  year 
witnessed  his  arrival  in  South  Canaan,  Penn.,  where 
he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and 
tailoring.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  joined  the 
Lutheran  Church,  but  since  coming  to  this  country 
he  has  placed  his  membership  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  denomination.  His  political  support  is 
given  to  the  Republican  party.  In  New  York  City 
George  Wildenberger,  Sr.,  was  married,  April  18, 
i860,  to  Miss  Anna  Miller,  and  of  the  four  children 
born  to  them  our  subject  is  the  eldest;  Mary,  born 
August  7,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  Loren  Osgood,  an 
attorney  and  farmer  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county;  Frederick,  born  December  31,  1863,  is  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  and  is  now  in  Buffalo,  Wyo- 
ming; William  H.,  born  September  10,  1866,  is  en- 
gaged in  the  jewelry  business  in  Forest  City,  Penn. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  born  in  Hesse, 
Germany,  August  29,  1833,  and  died  March  20,  1896, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  the  South  Canaan  cemetery. 
Her  parents,  Henry  and  Margaret  (Kytle)  Miller, 
had  a family  of  six  children : John,  a cabinetmaker 
and  farmer,  is  now  deceased ; Elizabeth  is  the  widow 
of  George  Kiel,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county;  Nicholas  engaged  in  business  for 
a time  in  South  Canaan,  but  his  whereabouts  are 
now  unknown ; Matilda,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
George  Buck,  of  Germany ; Anna  was  the  mother 
of  our  subject;  Bertha  married  George  Goot,  and 
died  in  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Wildenberger,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  attended  the  public  schools  of  South  Canaan 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  clerking 
in  the  mercantile  store  of  F.  R.  Osgood,  remaining 
with  him  two  years.  The  following  year  he  spent 
in  Nebraska,  and  on  his  return  to  the  Keystone  State 
he  located  at  Bradford,  where  he  kept  books  during 
the  winter,  and  engaged  in  contract  painting  for  one 
year.  ’ In  Gravity,  Wayne  county,  he  next  clerked 
for  C.  A.  Master  and  for  Meedling  & Kipp,  mer- 
chants of  that  place,  for  two  and  a half  years,  and 
for  the  following  nine  months  engaged  in  the  retail 
grocery  trade  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  in  partnership  with 
Frederick  Beers,  under  the  firm  style  of  Wilden- 
berger & Beers.  Owing  to  ill  health  he  was  forced 
to  give  up  the  business,  and  returned  to  South  Ca- 
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naan.  After  resting  a year  he  embarked  in  his  pres- 
ent business,  and  is  now  agent  for  the  following  life 
insurance  companies:  The  Mutual  Life  of  New 

York,  the  Equitable,  the  Northwestern,  and  the  M. 
R.  L.  A. ; and  also  for  several  fire  insurance  compa- 
nies, including  the  Agriculturist,  of  Watertown,  N. 
Y. ; the  German-American,  of  New  York;  and  the 
Oriental,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  Fraternally  he  affili- 
ates with  the  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Waymart,  Wayne  coun- 
tv, and  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  most  acceptably  served  in  sev- 
eral local  offices,  and,  whether  in  public  or  private 
life,  is  always  a courteous,  genial  gentleman,  well 
deserving  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 

At  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Wilden- 
berger  was  married,  January  9,  1888,  to  Miss  Tillie 
La  Bar,  Rev.  William  R.  Cochran,  a Methodist  Epis- 
copal minister,  officiating.  They  have  one  son, 
Charles  W.,  born  October  20,  1888.  Mrs.  Wilden- 
berger  was  born  at  West  Pittston,  Penn.,  July  16, 
i860,  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Matilda  (Thomp- 
son) La  Bar,  who  were  also  born  at  West  Pittston, 
and  were  married  October  15,  1837.  In  1889  they 
removed  to  Harford,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
the  father  died  April  15,  1895,  aged  seventy-nine 
years  and  six  months.  In  his  younger  days  he 
worked  at  the  millwright’s  trade,  and  later  followed 
farming.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
his  community,  held  several  local  offices,  and  was 
in  the  engineering  corps  during  the  Civil  war.  He 
held  membership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  widow,  who  was  born  April  28,  1819, 
now  resides  with  her  son  Henry,  in  Harford.  In 
the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the  follow- 
ing children:  Sylvanus,  born  March  15,  1839,  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years ; Henry,  born  November 
13,  1840,  served  all  through  the  Civil  war,  and  is 
now  a retired  farmer  of  New  Milford,  Penn. ; James 
D > born  August  3,  1842,  lost  one  eye  while  in  the 
Union  service  during  the  Rebellion,  and  is  now  a 
carpenter  of  Norwich,  N.  Y. ; Mary  J.,  born  Decem- 
ber 4,  1844,  married  George  H.  Brown,  a farmer  of 
Hart  Lake,  Penn., ’and  died  February  14,  1883; 
Maria  T.,  born  September  16,  1846,  married  Benja- 
min 1 ripp,  postmaster  of  Waldo,  Ivans.,  and  died 
June  10,  1879;  Jacob,  born  February  10,  1849,  died 
August  30,  1850;  Almond,  born  September  16,  1852, 
died  April  12,  1854;  William,  born  May  4,  1854, 
died  May  18,  1854;  Frank  T.,  born  October  30, 
1856,  married  Catherine  Wagner,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Harford,  Penn. ; Tillie,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  Charles  J.,  Jr., 
born  October  4,  1862,  died  December  3,  1875. 

Mrs.  Wildenberger’s  maternal  great-grandpar- 
ents, James  and  Margaret  (Livingston)  Thompson, 
were  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  of’ Scotch  ances- 
try. In  1756  the  former  started  for  America  with  his 
parents,  who  died  at  sea,  with  small-pox,  and  were 
buried  in  the  deep.  They  left  two  children,  James 
and  Margaret,  the  former  four  years  old,  who  were 
reared  by  a Quaker  family  in  Philadelphia ; on 


reaching  womanhood  Margaret  married  James  Geo- 
ble,  and  moved  West.  Isaac  Thompson,  Mrs.  Wil- 
denberger’s maternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.,  November  18,  1796,  and  is  still 
living,  a resident  of  Alto  township,  Lee  Co.,  111. 
Since  a boy  he  has  never  tasted  intoxicating  drinks 
of  any  kind,  and  his  mental  and  physical  faculties 
are  still  well  preserved.  For  seventy-eight  years 
he  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  for  a quarter  of  a century  he  was  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday-school  in  Pittston,  Penn. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  United  States- 
army  for  the  war  of  1812,  and  also  served  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  Mexican  war.  His  first  Presidential 
ballot  was  cast  for  John  Quincy  Adams,  his  last  for 
William  McKinley.  In  1864  he  went  West  and 
has  since  made  his  home  in  Illinois.  On  June  18, 
1818,  he  wedded  Miss  Maria  Wilcox,,  who  after  a 
long  and  happv  married  life,  of  sixty-seven  years, 
died  April  25,  1885,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years. 
To  them  were  born  fifteen  children,  of  whom  the 
following  are  still  living:  Mrs.  Matilda  La  Bar, 

the  mother  of  Mrs.  Wildenberger ; C.  W.  Thomp- 
son and  Mrs.  L.  T.  Bean,  both  residents  of  Scran- 
ton, Penn.;  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Dewey,  of  Pittston, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Wildenberger’s  paternal  great-grandfather 
came  with  two  brothers  to  this  country  from  France 
at  an  early  day.  Her  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Marg- 
aret (Fox)  La  Bar,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey,  respectively,  and  both  died  in  Pittston, 
Penn.,  the  former  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years, 
the  latter  at  the  age  of  forty-two.  He  was  a wheel- 
wright by  trade.  Their  children  were  Charles,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Wildenberger ; Ruth,  the  widow  of 
Rufus  Nesbett,  and  a resident  of  Nebraska;  Rev. 
John,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister  of  Forty  Fort, 
Penn. ; William  and  Hiram,  both  deceased ; Eliza- 
beth, who  married  Asa  Nafus,  and  both  are  now 
deceased;  and  Mary,  who  wedded  H.  Nafus  (broth- 
er of  the  above),  both  now  deceased. 

CAPT.  JOHN  C.  HARRINGTON.  Few  men 
are  more  prominent  or  more  widely  known  in  the 
enterprising  city  of  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county, 
than  Capt.  Harrington.  He  is  an  important  factor 
in  both  military  and  business  circles,  and  his  pop- 
ularity is  well  deserved,  as  in  him  are  embodied  the 
characteristics  of  unbending  integrity,  unabated  en- 
ergy and  industry  that  never  flags.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  W.  H.  & J.  C.  Harrington,  who 
are  interested  in  several  enterprises. 

The  Captain  was  born  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  February  9,  1859,  a son 
of  M.  J.  Harrington,  whose  sketch  is  given  else- 
where. Our  subject  spent  the  first  fourteen  years 
of  his  life  upon  the  home  farm,  and  then  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Montrose, 
where  he  attended  school  until  nineteen  years  of 
age.  Returning  to  the  farm,  he  worked  for  his  fa- 
ther until  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  and  his 
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brother  William  H.  formed  a partnership  and  em- 
barked in  business  on  their  own  account.  ^ They 
owned  and  operated  a saw  and  feed  mill  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  and  in  1888  purchased  a foundry  in 
Montrose,  for  the  manufacture  of  wood-working 
machinery  (which  was  started  by  Samuel  H.  Sayre 
and  operated  by  him  for  a short  time),  removing 
the  machinery  from  the  old  to  the  new  location. 
They  also  manufacture  farm  machinery  of  various 
kinds,  and  what  they  do  not  manufacture  they  han- 
dle as  agents.  They  have  a feed  store  in  Montrose 
which  is  carried  on  by  their  father,  and  are  wide- 
awake, enterprising  business  men,  who  by  fair  and 
honorable  dealing  have  built  up  a good  trade. 

On  December  8,  1897,  at  Montrose,  Capt.  Har- 
rington was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nina 
Watrous,  who  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township 
May  10,  1872,  and  they  have  one  son,  Bruce  W. 
Charles  F.  Watrous,  Mrs.  Harrington’s  father,  and 
a well-known  liveryman  of  Montrose,  was  born  in 
Bridgewater  township,  December  17,  1836,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Lucinda  (Wilson)  Watrous. 
His  father,  who  was  a native  of  Connecticut  and 
a son  of  Benjamin  Watrous,  of  that  State,  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  1816,  and  located  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  captain  of  the  Montrose  Artillery  Company 
from  1821  to  1828,  and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected 
colonel  of  the  76th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Militia. 
He  died  May  6,  1875,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and 
his  wife,  Lucinda,  died  August  9,  1855,  aged  forty- 
six.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Dolly  Benjamin. 

In  early  life  Charles  F.  Watrous  followed 
farming  in  Bridgewater  township,  in  the  spring  of 
1891  removing  to  Montrose,  where  he  has  since  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  in  Montrose  to  offer  his  services  to  his  country 
during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  1861,  for  three 
months,  in  Company  K,  25th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Dart,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  term  he 
re-enlisted  in  Company  B,  28th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Jessup,  who  was  afterward  commissioned  major. 
Mr.  Watrous  served  for  six  weeks  at  the  emergency 
call,  and  was  then  discharged  and  returned  home. 
He  is  now  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  is  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics. 
In  1861,  in  Bridgewater  township,  he  married  Miss 
Margaret  McDougall,  a native  of  Lawrenceville, 
Tioga.  Co.,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Polly  (Willson)  McDougall,  the  former  a native 
of  Scotland,  the  latter  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. 
Samuel  McDougall  served  as  a captain  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  died  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years,  while  his  wife  died  in  1856,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine.  The  children  of  Charles  F.  Watrous 
now  living  are  Charles  F.,  Jr.,  who  married  Jessie 
Downing,  and  is  an  insurance  agent  of  Scranton ; 
Nina,  wife  of  our  subject;  Richard  A.,  first  lieuten- 
ant of  Company  G,  13th  P.  N.  G.,  of  Montrose;  and 
Stewart,  at  home ; the  deceased  are  Wilson,  who  died 


at  the  age  of  three  years ; William  C.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eleven  months;  Joseph,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years ; and  McDougall,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years. 

Religiously  Capt.  Harrington  is  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  politically  he  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party.  While  living  in  the 
country  he  filled  the  office  of  township  treasurer 
two  years,  and  township  clerk  three  years;  on  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1900,  he  was  elected,  without  opposition, 
councilman  from  the  First  ward,  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  having  been  the  regular  nominee  on 
the  Republican  ticket,  and  received  the  endorsement 
of  the  Democrats.  At  the  age  of  thirty-three  years 
he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  13th  Regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania National  Guards,  was  appointed  corporal 
May  5,  1892  ; served  as  company  clerk  for  two  years ; 
was  made  duty  sergeant  November  50,  1894;  first 
sergeant  July  9,  1895  ; first  lieutenant,  May  31,  1897. 
During  our  recent  war  with  Spain  he  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  at  Mt.  Gretna,  as  first 
lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  with  his  command 
went  to  Camp  Alger,  Va.,  and  later  to  Camp  Mead, 
Penn.,  where  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and 
sent  to  the  hospital  in  Harrisburg,  from  which  he 
was  discharged  November  16,  1898.  Two  days 
later  he  returned  home,  where  he  was  confined  to 
his  bed  with  congestion  of  the  lungs  for  three  weeks. 
In  the  meantime  his  regiment  had  moved  from 
Camp  Mead  to  Camp  MacKenzie,  Augusta,  Ga., 
where,  on  his  recovery,  he  rejoined  his  com- 
pany, remaining  there  until  mustered  out,  March 
11,  1899.  At  Camp  MacKenzie  he  had  command 
of  the  company  for  a time  while  the  captain  was 
home.  The  company  was  reorganized  as  National 
Guards  June  2,  1899,  with  the  old  officers,  but  on 
August  4 our  subject  was  commissioned  captain, 
and  is  now  serving  with  that  rank. 

ABSALOM  KELLEY,  a highly-respected  cit- 
izen of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  has 
passed  a long  and  useful  life  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  is  now  living  in  retirement.  Although 
now  in  his  seventy-sixth  year  he  enjoys  excellent 
health,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  attack 
of  rheumatism,  and  his  erect  figure  betrays  no  need 
of  the  cane  which  he  usually  carries.  His  eyesight 
is  remarkably  good  also,  as  he  reads  without  glasses. 

Our  subject’s  family  is  of  New  England  stock, 
and  his  father,  James  Kelley,  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  coming  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  and  settling  upon  a farm  in  Gibson 
township,  where  he  died  September  7,  1854.  He 
was  an  industrious  man,  often  working  at  masonry 
besides  carrying  on  his  farm,  and  was  much  es- 
teemed as  a citizen.  On  September  12,  1818,  he 
was  married  to  Easter  Denny,  a native  of  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  a devout  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  who  died  February  1,  1864.  By  this  union 
there  were  thirteen  children : Mary,  born  August 

2,  1819,  is  the  widow  of  William  Taylor,  and  re- 
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sides  in  Ohio;  Almira,  born  January  30,  1821,  mar- 
ried Ralsoman  Bertholmue,  and  died  in  1886;  Ab- 
salom, our  subject,  is  mentioned  below;  Orlando 
and.  Thomas  (born  May  16,  1827)  are  deceased; 
Meranda  A.,  born  May  18,  1829,  married  Henry 
Coil,  formerly  a soldier,  but  now  a farmer  in  Gibson 
township;  Esick,  born  March  7,  1832,  and  Horace 
J.,  born  December  19,  1835,  are  both  deceased;  Miss 
Rebecca  A.,  born  August  21,  1837,  resides  in  Au- 
burn township,  Schuylkill  county  ; Alta  S.,  born  May 
15,  1839,  married  Charles  B.  Howell,  a farmer  in 
Gibson  township ; Annis  P.,  deceased,  was  born 
July  26,  1843,  an(l  married  Peter  Shively;  Charlotte, 
born  June  19,  1846,  married  Harris  Howard,  and  re- 
sides on  a farm  in  Auburn  township,  Schuylkill 
county ; Florence,  deceased,  married  Ralph  Ber- 
tholmue. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  9,  1823,  at  the 
old  homestead,  and  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  began 
working  by  the  day  among  the  neighboring  farmers, 
his  earnings  being  given  to  his  parents.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  went  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
where  he  remained  eleven  years,  being  employed 
as  a farm  hand,  as  a lumberman  on  rafts,  and  in 
various  other  capacities.  He  then  returned  to  Gib- 
son township,  and  after  four  years  purchased  his 
present  farm,  consisting  of  fifty  acres,  and  valued  at 
$2,700,  but  it  took  twelve  years  to  pay  for  it, 
the  interest  bringing  the  cost  to  $3,700.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a Republican,  but  he  does  not  aspire 
to  office.  On  January  9,  1859,  he  married, 

in  Gibson  township,  Nancy  Denny,  who  died 
February  5,  1899,  aged  sixty  years.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Joel  and  Easter  (Streenback)  Denny, 
natives  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  who  early  set- 
tled on  a farm  in  Gibson  township.  The  remains  of 
Mr.  Denny  now  repose  in  the  Manzer  cemetery,  and 
those  of  his  wife  in  Jacksbn  cemetery.  Of  the  chil- 
dren of  Abraham  and  Nancy  (Denny)  Kelley, 
Florence  married  George  Matson ; Ida,  a resident  of 
Olyphant,  Penn.,  married  Sheldon  Dolph,  a carpen- 
ter ; Clarence  and  Sheridan  are  both  unmarried,  and 
live  at  home ; and  Feafy,  a resident  of  Archbald, 
Penn.,  married  Thomas  Reed,  a miner. 

DAVID  E.  WIFCOX,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  a leading  agriculturist  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  June 
4,  1844,  in  that  township,  of  which  his  father,  Am- 
brose Wilcox,  was  also  a native.  The  grandfather, 
Esaias  Wilcox,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  coun- 
ty, was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a prominent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he 
served  as  deacon  for  many  years.  He  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  vears. 

Throughout  his  active  business  life  Ambrose 
Wilcox  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  he 
was  numbered  among  the  honored  and  highly-re- 
spected citizens  of  his  native  county.  He,  too,  was 
a Presbyterian  in  religious  belief,  and  a stalwart 
Republican  in  politics.  In  early  manhood  he  mar- 


ried Fucy  Stout,  who  was  born  in  Preston  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
children  as  follows:  David  E.,  of  this  sketch;  Devi 
H. ; George  W. ; Orren,  who  was  a member  of  Com- 
pany G,  141st  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Chancellorsville ; Orren  A.  (2),  a resident  of 
Wayne  county,  Penn. ; Eunice,  wife  of  Osmer  Fow- 
ler, of  Jermyn,  Penn. ; Huldah  L.,  wife  of  J.  Walker, 
of  Waymart,  Penn. ; and  Jane,  wife  of  N.  C.  Phil- 
lips, of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county.  The  fa- 
ther of  these  children  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six, 
the  mother  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 

David  E.  Wilcox  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Wayne  county,  and  early  became  familiar  with  every 
department  of  farm  work.  In  September,  1863,  he 
donned  the  blue  and  went  to  the  front  as  a mem- 
ber c>f  Company  F,  76th  P.  V.  I.,  2nd  Brigade,  2nd 
Division,  10th  Army  Corps.  He  remained  in  the 
service  until  hostilities  ceased,  participating  in  the 
battles  of  Deep  Bottom,  Market  Road  and  others  of 
less  importance,  and  he  was  finally  discharged  in  June, 
1865.  Part  of  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Fort  Fisher, 
the  remainder,  which  had  been  left  to  guard  the  lines 
at  Chapin's  Farm,  in  front  of  Lee's  army,  at  Rich- 
mond, \ a.,  being  ordered  to  follow  soon  after  the 
fall  of  that  place.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  unusually  severe.  The  troops  were  taken  from 
Virginia  to  North  Carolina,  on  their  way  to  join 
Sherman,  in  an  old  cattle  transport,  and  on  the  trip 
encountered  a terrible  storm,  which  lasted  so  long 
that  it  was  a week  before  landing  could  be  effected. 
The  danger  was  especially  great  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cape  Platteras.  Thev  remained  along  the  coast 
until  they  joined  Sherman  and  forced  Johnston  to 
surrender.  Out  of  sixteen  who  went  from  Wayne 
county  the  same  time  as  our  subject,  seven  never 
returned,  and  he  barely  escaped  with  his  life,  con- 
tracting disabilities  through  exposures  and  hard- 
ships which  caused  him  no  little  suffering.  He  was 
assigned  to  fill  up  an  old  regiment  that  went  to  the 
front,  which,  according  to  the  roster,  lost  during 
its  entire  service — in  killed,  wounded,  died  and 'dis- 
charged for  disability — 1.035  men. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Wilcox  made  his  home  in 
Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  until  1878,  when 
he  purchased  his  present  fine  farm  of  no  acres  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  to  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  ener- 
gies with  most  gratifying  results.  Upon  the  place  is 
a good  residence,  barn  and  orchard,  and  its  neat 
and  thrifty  appearance  testifies  to  the  enterprise  and 
industrious  habits  of  the  owner. 

In  1867  Mr.  Wilcox  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Julia  Woodmansee,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  Lyman  and 
Jane  (Stanton)  Woodmansee.  both  of  whom  died 
in  Preston  township.  In  the  Woodmansee  family 
were  six  children : Emory,  Myron,  Matilda,  Delia, 
Julia  (Mrs.  D.  E.  Wilcox),  and  Jane  (Mrs.  Wil- 
cox). To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
the  following  children:  Mertie  E.,  Willie  H.,  David 
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L.,  Ernest  Lyman,  Benjamin  F.,  Nelson  Harvey, 
Bessie  Olive,  and  Rosetta  (who  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  years). 

The  Republican  party  finds  in  Mr.  Wilcox  an 
ardent  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  socially  he  is 
identified  with  Warren  Rix  Post  No.  397,  G.  A.  R., 
and  the  Grange.  His  pleasant,  genial  nature  wins 
him  many  friends,  and  he  is  held  in  high  regard  by 
all  who  know  him. 

HON.  WARREN  W.  MUM  FORD.  There 
are  in  every  community  men  of  great  force  of  char- 
acter and  exceptional  ability,  who,  by  reason  of 
their  capacity  for  leadership,  become  recognized 
as  foremost  citizens,  and  bear  a most  important 
part  in  the  development  and  progress  of  the  locality 
with  which  they  are  connected.  Such  a man  is  Mr. 
Mumford,  who  has  for  several  years  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  business  and  political  in- 
terests of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Mumford  was  born  December  3,  1840,  at 
the  old  Judge  Mumford  homestead  in  Starrucca, 
and  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  families  of -the  northern  part  of  Wayne 
county.  The  Mumford  family  is  said  to  be  of  Welsh 
origin,  and  the  first  of  its  members  to  cross  the  At- 
lantic to  the  New  World  located  in  Rhode  Island 
about  1700.  One  branch  came  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  in  1793,  and  made  a settlement  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township.  Jirah  Mumford  (the  grandfather  of 
our  subject)  located  permanently  at  Starrucca,  and 
in  that  vicinity  purchased  several  thousand  acres  of 
land,  on  which  he  engaged  in  lumbering.  He  mar- 
ried Polly  Baker,  of  Orange  county,  New  York. 

James  Mumford  (our  subject’s  father)  was 
born  in  Wayne  county,  and  on  reaching  manhood 
married  a relative,  Miss  Mary  A.  Mumford,  by 
whom  he  had  the  following  children : Oliver,  who 

was  killed  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion ; Olive,  wife 
of  V.  M.  Keen;  Mary  Adelaide;  Matilda,  wife  of 
Col.  George  B.  Osborn,  now  a resident  of  PTones- 
dale,  Wayne  countyj  Warren  W. ; Hattie,  wife  of 
Daniel  Cargill ; Clarence  G.,  who  married  Miss 
Susie  Avery,  and  now  lives  in  Albany,  N.  Y. ; Clin- 
ton D. ; and  Thomas  J. 

In  the  public  schools  near  his  childhood  home 
Warren  W.  Mumford  began  his  education,  and  later 
he  attended  the  school  at  Prompton,  Wayne  county, 
then  conducted  by  County  Superintendent  Terrell 
and  Prof.  Briggs.  After  teaching  for  a time  he 
entered  Montrose  Academy,  and  in  1862  attended 
the  Normal  School  at  Millersville,  Penn.,  completing 
his  training  with  a course  in  the  business  college 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  In  1863  he  joined  a company 
raised  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the  State  against  in- 
vasion from  the  South,  remaining  a member  of  the 
same  until  it  was  disbanded,  after  the  threatened 
danger  was  passed. 

In  1865  Mr.  Mumford  became  a partner  of 
Major  E.  P.  Strong,  in  a mercantile  establishment 
at  Starrucca,  and  for  some  years  they  carried  on 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Mumford  & Co. 


Major  Strong  then  sold  his  interest  to  Col.  George 
B.  Osborn,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Mumford 
& Osborn.  After  the  death  of  his  father  Mr.  Alum- 
ford  withdrew  from  the  firm  in  1873  in  order  to  take 
charge  of  the  estate.  The  following  year  he  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Republicans  as  their  candidate  for  the 
State  Legislature,  and,  notwithstanding  the  county 
was  then  Democratic,  he  was  triumphantly  elected, 
receiving  all  but  three  of  the  votes  cast  in  the  bor- 
ough of  Starrucca.  At  the  close  of  his  term  in  the 
Legislature  he  resumed  merchandising,  having  erect- 
ed a new  business  block  for  that  purpose.  In  1876 
he  also  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of 
wood  alcohol,  or  naptha,  and  other  chemicals,  with 
his  brother  C.  D.  Mumford,  and  constructed  the 
first  works  of  the  kind  in  Wayne  county,  doing  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  the  Starrucca  Chemical 
Co.  He  is  still  interested  in  that  industry,  and  also 
conducts  his  store  in  Starrucca. 

In  1868  Mr.  Mumford  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Laura  A.,  daughter  of  Theodore  Swift, 
of  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  who  was  a representative 
of  a well-known  and  prominent  family  founded  in 
Connecticut  at  an  early  day.  The  children  born  to 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Mumford  are  Lorena,  now  the  wife 
of  Reuben  Taylor,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  at 
Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. ; Hattie  E. ; Jennie  E.,  wife  of 
A.  C.  Crosby,  of  Starrucca ; Minnie,  a successful 
teacher  of  Sayre,  Penn. ; Henry  W.,  who  is  now  at- 
tending college  in  Rhode  Island,  preparatory  to  en- 
tering the  legal  profession ; and  Iva  Louise. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mumford  are  leading  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  socially  he  is  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  Starrucca  Lodge,  K.  of  H., 
also  belonging  to  Susquehanna  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M., 
and  to  Great  Bend  Commandery,  K.  T.  Being  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  influential  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  a number 
of  official  positions.  Since'  1874  he  has  continuously 
and  most  capably  filled  the  office  of  school  director, 
and  he  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  adoption  of 
the  grade-school  system  now  in  vogue,  which  has 
resulted  so  beneficially  to  the  borough.  He  also 
secured  the  erection  of  the  excellent  school  build- 
ing now  in  use.  Air.  Mumford  is  emphatically 
a man  of  enterprise,  .positive  character,  indomitable 
energy,  strict  integrity  and  liberal  views,  and  is 
thoroughly  identified  in  feeling  with  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  his  native  county. 

HOLLIS  S.  PARKS.  Susquehanna  county 
has  many  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturists 
who  have  accumulated  what  they  have  of  this 
world’s  goods  through  individual  effort.  Among 
this  class  is  the  subject  of  this  review,  who  is  to-day 
a leading  farmer  and  dairyman  of  Fairdale. 

Air.  Parks  is  a native  of  Bradford  county, 
Penn.,  born  in  Orwell,  June  15,  1835,  a son  of 
Harry  L.  and  Electa  (Allis)  Parks,  who  always 
made  their  home  in  Bradford  county,  where  the  fa- 
ther followed  farming  as  his  life  work.  He  was 
first  a Democrat  and  later  a Republican  in  senti- 
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ment,  but  was  no  politician,  though  he  was  called 
upon  to  serve  in  several  township  offices  of  honor 
and  trust.  He  was  born  July  23,  1800,  and  died  in 
March,  1888,  while  his  wife,  born  in  August,  1805, 
died  in  November,  1887,  the  remains  of  both  being 
interred  in  Rome  cemetery,  Bradford  county.  Both 
were  sincere  and  faithful  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  In  their  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children : Sarah  E.,  now  the  widow  of  E.  N. 
Frost,  and  a resident  of  Athens,  Penn. ; E.  Minerva, 
widow  of  Washington  Towner,  of  Sheshequin, 
Bradford  county;  Joseph  W.,  who  is  living  on  the 
old  homestead  at  Orwell ; Chloe  O.,  widow  of  J.  T. 
DuBois,  and  a resident  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; Hollis  S., 
our  subject;  Martha  M.,  wife  of  Stephen  O.  Allen, 
of  Rome,  Penn. ; Mary,  wife  of  Alexander  O.  Keefe, 
of  Athens,  Penn.;  Eliza,  who  (first)  married  Rev. 
William  Shelp,  and  (second)  Joseph  Massett; 
Charles  W.,  a resident  of  Smithboro,  N.  Y. ; and 
Laura,  wife  of  John  Lyon,  of  Athens.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Sarah  Parks, 
farming  people,  were  born  in  Massachusetts,  and 
died  at  Rome,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  John  Parks 
was  one  of  Washington’s  bodyguards  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  During  the  Wyoming  massacre  his 
wife,  who  was  then  a child  of  twelve  years,  was 
captured  and  taken  to  Canada,  but  was  afterward 
exchanged;  her  mother  was  captured  at  the  same 
time.  Our  subject’s  maternal  grandparents  were 
Eleazer  and  Esther  (Rutty)  Allis,  also  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  and  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren. They,  too,  were  farming  people,  and  died 
in  Orwell,  Bradford  county. 

Hollis  S.  Parks  made  his  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in 
Orwell,  May  27,  1859,  Miss  Lucy  D.  Pickering  be- 
coming his  bride.  Five  children  blessed  this  union : 
Mary  E.,  deceased  wife  of  Scott  Drake;  Nellie  E., 
wife  of  O.  C.  Downer,  of  Jessup  township,  Susque- 
hanna county;  Ned  L.,  who  married  Jane  Warner 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Jessup  township; 
Mable  C.,  wife  of  Jesse  E.  Whitting,'  of  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J. ; and  Ordencie  N.,  at  home.  Mrs. 
Parks  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in 
Bridgewater  township,  August  10,  1840,  a daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Julia  (Westbrook)  Pickering,  the 
former  a native  of  England,  the  latter  of  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.  They  were  married  in  Susquehanna 
county,  where  the  mother  died  in  1847,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-three  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Mont- 
rose cemetery.  Later  the  father  moved  to  Orwell, 
Bradford  county,  where  he  passed  away  in  1883, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  his  remains  being 
interred  at  that  place.  Only  two  children  were  born 
of  their  union : Willard,  a resident  of  Muncy,  Penn. ; 
and  Lucy  D.,  wife  of  our  subject.  The  father  was 
a mason  by  trade,  and  on  coming  to  America,  in 
1818,  he  located  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  had 
previously  married  a Miss  Morgan,  of  England, 
who  died  in  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  by  whom  he  had  the  following  children : 
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John  M.,  Jacob  and  George,  all  deceased;  Eliza- 
beth, deceased  wife  of  Bunson  Roberts ; Ralph  and 
Mary,  deceased ; and  William  and  Thomas,  both 
farmers  of  Orwell.  Mrs.  Parks’  paternal  grand- 
parents died  in  England.  Her  maternal  grandpar- 
ents, George  and  Ellen  (Courtright)  Westbrook, 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  twelve  children. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Mr.  Parks  was 
provided  with  good  educational  advantages  for  his 
day,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  commenced  teach- 
ing school.  He  taught  one  term  in  Rome,  Brad- 
ford county ; two  terms  in  the  old  academy  at  Wilkes 
Barre;  and  three  terms  in  Allis  Hollow,  Bradford 
county.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming 
in  Orwell,  where  he  owned  and  operated  a farm  for 
five  years,  in  1866  removing  to  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm,  on  which  he  made  his  home  for  twelve  years. 
1 he  following  five  years  were  devoted  to  the  hotel 
business  in 'Fairdale,  after  which  he  removed  to  his 
present  farm,  in  Jessup  township,  and  he  has  since 
engaged  in  general  agriculture  and  dairying,  with 
a fair  degree  of  success.  He  keeps  on  hand  from 
ten  to  thirty-six  cows  for  dairy  purposes,  and  this 
branch  of  his  business  has  proved  quite  profitable. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and  po- 
litically is  what  may  be  termed  a Free-silver  Re- 
publican, being  an  advocate  of  the  free  coinage  of 
silver,  at  a rate  of  sixteen  to  one. 

W ILLIAM  E.  ALLEN,  who  occupies'  a valu- 
able and  well-improved  farm  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  is  numbered  among  its 
wealthy  and  substantial  citizens.  His  residence  and 
its  surroundings  are  highly  creditable  to  the  pro- 
prietor, and  indicate  him  to  be  a man  of  industry, 
energy  and  enterprise,  one  who  has  availed  himself 
of  the  most  approved  methods  of  carrying  on  agri- 
culture. In  connection  with  farming  he  has  also' 
given  some  attention  to  lumbering. 

Mr.  Allen  was  born  upon  his  present  farm 
February  3,  1821,  a son  of  Walter  and  Betsy  (Camp- 
bell) Allen.  The  father  was  a native  of  Connecticut, 
born  in  1795,  and  when  a boy  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  with  his  father,  Jason  Allen,  who  located  in 
Bridgewater  township,  where  he  purchased  a tract 
of  wild  land  and  cleared  and  improved  a farm,  erect- 
ing thereon  a log  house  and  barn.  He  continued  the 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  this  place  until  called! 
to  the  world  beyond.  In  his  family  were  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  James;  Walter,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; Rachel,  wife  of  Andrew  Barker,  who  lived 
near  New  Milford;  Erastus ; Charles;  and  Sarah, 
wife  of  A.  Crokfoot.  On  reaching  man’s  estate 
Walter  Allen  married  Betsy  Campbell,  and  they  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  on  a part  of  the  old  home- 
stead, where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
the  former  dying  May  9,  1883,  in  his  eighty-ninth 
year,  the  latter  January  31,  1879,  at  the  age  of 
eighty.  William  E.  is  the  eldest  of  their  children. 
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the  others  being  Gideon,  Sallie,  John,  Melgaret, 
Catherine,  Walter,  Leonora,  A.  H.  and  Albert 
(twins),  and  Stephen,  who  died  some  years  ago. 

William  E.  Allen  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  obtaining  an  excellent  knowledge  of  farm 
work,  and  receiving  a common-school  education. 
In  1869  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Kellogg,  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  in  1830.  Her  parents,  Benjamin  B. 
and  Betsy  A.  (Allen)  Fox,  were  also  natives  of 
Connecticut,  the  father  born  January  24,  1798,  the 
mother  April  15,  1802.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812.  In  1836  the  family  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  locating  at  Forest  Lake,  where  the 
father  followed  farming  until  his  death,  April  15, 
1867.  He  left  a widow  who  survived  until  Janu- 
ary 19,  1893,  dving  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Allen — and  four  children:  Benjamin  M.,  J. 
R.,  Harriet  Emeline  (Mrs.  Robinson),  and  Mary 
A.  (Mrs.  Allen).  The  parents  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mary  A.  Allen  was  first  married 
to  Franklin  I.  Kellogg,  by  whom  she  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Eva  E.,  born  September  22,  1858,  who  was  mar- 
ried November  11,  1879.  t°  E.  P.  Browning,  of 
Spring  Hill,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; she  was  edu- 
cated in  the  high  school  at  Montrose,  and  has  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  in  the  common  dis- 
trict schools.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  one 
daughter,  Hattie  L.,  who  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead, in  September,  1873,  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and.  in  1895,  married  Daniel  A.  Du 
Bois,  of  New  York.  They  have  one  child,  Beatrice 
E.,  and  live  on  the  home  farm  with  her  parents. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Allen  bought  the  old 
homestead,  on  which  he  has  since  made  many  im- 
provements which  add  greatly  to  its  value  and  at- 
tractive appearance.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  he  has  most  creditably  and  acceptably 
served  in  all  the  local  offices  of  the  township.  In 
maner  he  is  pleasant  and  genial,  and  all  who  know 
him  esteem  him  highly  for  his  genuine  worth.  Re- 
ligiously Mrs.  Allen  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

ALVIN  WESTGATE,  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  citizen  of  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  April  23,  1840,  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides  about  eighty  rods  from  his 
present  home. 

Our  subject's  father,  John  Westgate,  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  June  3,  1794,  and  when  about 
eighteen  years  of  ag'e  came  along  to  Pennsylvania. 
For  three  years  he  worked  for  Samuel  Meredith, 
in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  and  while  there 
became  acquainted  with  Miss  Eliza  Carpenter,  who 
later  became  his  wife.  After  their  marriage  thy 
removed  to  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  while  he  cleared  and  improved  his  farm  his 
wife  taught  school,  thus  earning  money  to  purchase 
fifty  acres  of  land,  to  which  they  added  another 
fifty-acre  tract  a few  years  later.  Upon  that  farm 


they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father 
always  followed  farming,  and  he  held  several  minor 
offices  in  his  township.  He  died  June  2,  1872,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Harford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  October  14,  1797,  died  December 
29,  1880,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Burdick 
cemetery,  Clifford  township.  Mrs.  Westgate  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children : Wallace,  born 
June  3,  1820,  married  Esther  Curtis,  and  died  in 
November,  1878 ; Sylvanus,  born  November  25, 
1822,  married  Hulda  Crandall,  and  died  February 
16,  1875;  Elias,  born  December  18,  1825,  married 
(first)  Frances  Crandall,  and  (second)  Sarah  Rider, 
and  is  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Uniondale, 
Penn.,  where  he  died  August  7,  1899;  Robert,  born 
June  23,  1831,  married  (first)  Tirzah  Ellis,  and 
(second)  Verneda  Dimock,  and  died  April  23,  1889; 
Tryphsa,  born  December  10,  1834,  married  San- 
ford Burns  and  died  in  July,  1891  ; Lydia,  born 
February  18,  1838,  became  the  wife  of  Irban  Bar- 
riger,  of  Uniondale,  and  died  December  29,  1893 ; 
and  Alvin,  our  subject,  completes  the  family. 

LTpon  his  father’s  farm  Alvin  Westgate  grew 
to  manhood,  and  in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  he  was  mar- 
ried, September  7,  1862,  to  Miss  Clara  Arnold.  To 
them  have  been  born  three  children : Joseph,  a farmer 
of  Clifford  township,  who  married  Dela  Walter, 
and  has  one  child ; Charles,  who  married  Mabel 
Lozier,  and  lives  with  our  subject;  and  Eliza  Jane, 
now  the  wife  of  Everett  ITadsell,  a farmer  of  Clif- 
ford township. 

Airs.  Westgate  was  born  in  Elkdale,  Clifford 
township,  August  8,  1843,  a daughter  of  Abel  and 
Cordelia  E.  (Baker)  Arnold.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  in  1819,  and  was  brought  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  when  two  years  old  by  his  parents, 
Joseph  and  Ann  (Reynolds)  Arnold,  who  spent  their 
last  days  here.  He  followed  fanning  throughout 
his  active  business  life,  and  died  in  August,  1883,  at 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  where  his  remains  were  in- 
terred. His  wife,  who  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  died  April  2,  1885,  at  the  home  of 
our  subject,  and  was  buried  in  Elkdale.  She  was 
a native  of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  a daughter  of  Rev.  Elnathan  and  Polly  (Finn) 
Baker,  who  were  born  in  Rhode  Island.  Her  father, 
who  was  a Free-Will  Baptist  minister,  died  in 
Benton,  Penn.,  her  mother  in  Elkdale,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  the  former  place. 
Mrs.  Westgate  is  tlie  eldest  in  a family  of  seven 
children,  the  others  being  Joseph,  who  died  young; 
Charlotte,  who  (first)  married  Henry  Dickinson, 
and  (second)  William  Gray,  a hotel-keeper  of  Ash- 
tabula, Ohio ; Mary,  who  died  young ; Samuel,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; Sidney,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two ; and  Lorenzo,  a carpenter  of  Car- 
bondale, Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Westgate  continued  to  live  with  his  parents 
until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  then  purchased 
a farm  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
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a year  later  selling  that  place  and  returning  to  Clif- 
ford township,  where  he  operated  a rented  farm  for 
two  years.  The  following  year  he  worked  on  the 
home  farm,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  pur- 
chased the  same.  Besides  this  place,  comprising 
fifty  acres,  he  has  another  farm,  of  ioo  acres,  in 
Clifford  township,  and  property  in  Forest  City.  He 
followed  general  agriculture  with  good  success,  and 
has  also  operated  a sand  bank  upon  his  farm  for  the 
past  five  years.  He  is  an  upright,  reliable  business 
man  industrious  and  progressive,  and  the  pros- 
perity that  has  come  to  him  is  well-merited.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  most  creditably  filled  the  offices  of  pathmaster 
and  school  director  for  three  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church  at 
East  Clifford,  during  its  existence  of  seven  or 
eight  years,  and  served  as  Church  clerk  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school.  He  is 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 

GEORGE  MEAD  HILLIS.  Among  the  pro- 
pressive  and  enterprising  farmers  of  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  there  are  few  who  are 
the  peers  of  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  that  township,  April  26,  1843,  a son 
of  David  and  Mary  A.  (Pepper)  Hillis,  the  former 
native  of  County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  the  latter  of 
Connecticut. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  the  father  of  our 
subject  came  to  America,  accompanied  by  two  cous- 
ins, Robert  and  John  Hillis,  and  first  located  in 
Herrick,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  It  was  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  however,  that  he  married  Mary  A. 
Pepper,  who  when  a child  of  five  years  had  removed 
thither  with  her  parents.  She  died  January  16, 
1877,  aged  sixty-four  years  and  four  months,  and 
he  passed  away  February  20,  1878,  aged  seventy 
years,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Rush 
township.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  They 
were  active  and  consistent  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  their  sterling  worth  and  many 
excellencies  of  character  gained  for  them  the  friend- 
ship and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  they  came 
in  contact.  The  father  was  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  for  some  time  efficiently  served  as  school 
director  in  his  district.  In  the  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Mary  A.,  who  died  young;  Eliza- 
beth, now  the  widow  of  Edward  Owen,  of  Pike 
township,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; Matilda,  who  died 
young;  John  C.,  a farmer  of  Rush  township;  Lucy, 
who  married  Albert  Hitchcock,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years;  George  M.,  our  subject;  Dav- 
id J.,  a farmer  of  Rush  township ; Ella,  deceased 
wife  of  Joseph  Morris,  a merchant  of  New  York- 
City;  and  Emma  (twin  of  Ella),  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

George  M.  Hillis  remained  with  his  parents 
until  they  were  called  from  this  life.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  Rush,  October  — . 1877,  to  Eliss  Ellen  Sny- 
der, and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mabel.  Mrs.  Hil- 


lis was  born  in  the  town  of  Conklin,  Broome  Co., 
N.  Y.,  on  the  State  road,  April  18,  1848,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  went  to  Le  Raysville, 
Penn.,  where  she  learned  the  millinery  trade.  The 
following  year  she  opened  a shop  of  her  own  in 
Rush,  near  her  father’s  hotel,  and  successfully  en- 
gaged in  business  for  five  years,  retiring  at  the  end 
of  that  time  in  order  to  be  of  more  assistance  to 
her  mother,  whose  health  was  poor. 

Capt.  Jacob  Snyder,  Mrs.  Hillis’  first  known 
ancestor,  came  to  America  during  Colonial  times, 
and  settled  near  Johnstown,  Fulton  Co.,  N.  Y.  He 
served  as  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
also  as  an  aide-de-camp  to  Gen.  Washington.  His 
son,  Adam  Vrooman  Snyder,  was  born  at  Johns- 
town, N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  at  Union  College. 
In  1810  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Dockstader,  of  Johnstown.  He  served  as  a volun- 
teer during  the  war  of  1812,  was  appointed  aide- 
de-camp,  and  carried  dispatches  from  headquarters 
to  forts  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  He  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  in  'early  life,  in  connection 
with  farming,  which  he  always  followed.  In  1853 
he  and  his  wife  became  residents  of  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  he  started  the  first  Sab- 
bath-school at  Rush.  Nicholas  Dockstader  Snyder, 
son  of  Adam  V.  and  Elizabeth  Snyder,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  August  12,  1811. 
His  mother  dying  when  he  was  six  weeks  old,  he 
was  cared  for  by  his  Dockstader  grandparents  up 
to  the  age  of  ffve  years,  and  then  went  to  live 
with  a relative,  John  Vrooman,  from  whom  he  ran 
away  when  about  thirteen  years  old.  He  came  then 
to  live  near  Schoharie  Courthouse,  with  his  uncle, 
Peter  M.  Snyder,  better  known  as  “Yankee  Pete,” 
a nickname  gained  by  his  being  the  only  one  of  the 
Dutch  settlers  of  the  valley  who  could  speak  English 
or  “Yankee”  to  the  traders  who  came  through  the 
valley.  On  September  2,  1831,  Nicholas  D.  Sny- 
der was  married  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  to 
Elizabeth  Rickart,  who  was  born  in  Schoharie 
county,  daughter  of. David  G.  and  Margaret  (Nas- 
challs)  Rickart,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  there, 
the  father  being  a wealthy  farmer.  To  Nicholas 
D.  and  Elizabeth  Snyder  was  born,  in  Schoharie, 
on  February  2,  1833,  a son,  George,  and  in  Aug- 
ust, 1834,  a second  son,  Adam  Vrooman.  They 
removed  from  Schoharie  in  1836,  and  settled  on 
the  State  road,  four  miles  from  the  city  of  Bingham- 
ton, Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Snyder  contracting 
for  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  building  a log  house. 
While  living  here  his  next  three  children  were  born, 
David,  Peter  and  Margaret  Esther,  all  of  whom 
died  in  one  week  of  scarlet  fever.  There  was  also 
born  to  him,  in  1843,  a son,  William;  in  1846,  a 
daughter,  Catherine  Amelia;  in  1848,  another 
daughter,  Ellen  Elizabeth.  In  the  year  1849  he 
traded  his  farm  on  the  State  road  for  one  in  Rush, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  moved  thither  in  March, 

1849.  and  lived  there  until  his  death,  July  10,  1877. 
His  voungest  son.  David  H.,  was  born  in  Rush  in 

1850. 
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In  Rush  township  Air.  Snyder  built  an  addi- 
tion to  the  hotel  there,  and  operated  it  under  the 
name  of  the  "Snyder  House  until  his  death,  prov- 
ing a most  genial,  popular  and  obliging  landlord ; in 
all  his  undertakings  he  met  with  well-merited  suc- 
cess. At  his  death  he  left  the  hotel  property  to  Mrs. 
Hillis  and  her  sister  Catherine,  but  on  November 
19,  1897,  while  conducted  by  the  latter  s husband, 
Isaiah  Haire,  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Air.  Sny- 
der, who  was  a man  of  considerable  prominence 
in  his  community,  and  of  the  highest  respectability, 
most  efficiently  filled  a number  of  local  offices,  includ- 
ing those  of  township  collector,  supervisor  and 
school  director,  and  in  qll  the  relations  of  life  was 
true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  His  widow  de- 
parted this  life  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years, 
both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Snyder  cemetery,  Rush 
township.  Of  their  children,  George  is  a retired 
farmer  and  hotel  man  of  Owego,  N.  Y. ; Adam  V., 
a farmer,  died  in  Stevensville,  Penn. ; William  died 
at  Spring  Hill,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; Catherine  A. 
is  the  wife  of  Isaiah  Haire,  who  is  now  serving 
as  county  commissioner,  and  residing  in  Mont- 
rose; Ellen  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  and  David 
H.  is  a farmer  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
county. 

After  his  marriage  .Mr.  Hillis  located  upon 
his  present  farm  of  seventy-eight  acres,  in  Rush 
township,  and  has  since  successfully  engaged  in 
its  operation.  Being  a skillful  and  systematic 
farmer,  he  has  made  it  one  of  the  most  attractive 
and  desirable  places  in  the  locality.  Politically  he 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  religiously 
he  is  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  genial  and  hospitable  people,  and 
by  their  pleasant  ways  have  greatly  endeared  them- 
selves to  the  entire  neighborhood. 

WILLIAM  P.  DAYTON,  a well-known  and 
honored  citizen  of  Great  Bend  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  has  most  creditably  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  for  a quarter  of  a century, 
was  born  in  that  township,  in  January,  1838,  a son 
of  Elias  and  Julia  (Markham)  Dayton. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut, in  1803,  a son  of  Elias  Dayton,  Sr.,  a native  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  which  city  was  named  in  honor  of 
the  family.  In  early  life  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject  went  to  Connecticut,  and  after  residing 
there  for  some  years  moved  to  Owego,  N.  Y.,  where 
wife  died.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
he  owned  500  acres  of  land.  There  both  he  and  his 
children:  (1)  Daniel  died  at  an  advanced  age.  (2) 
William,  born  in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  became  a large  land 
owner  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  having  quite 
an  extensive  tract  in  Great  Bend  township  and  was 
one  of  the  leading:  merchants  of  the  village  of  Great 
Bend.  He  never  married.  (3)  Betsy,  born  in 
Owego,  married  Rensselaer  Barber,  of  that  place, 
where  they  continued  to  reside  for  some  years,  and 
then  moved  to  Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  owned  a farm,  on  which  both  he 


and  his  wife  died.  Only  one  of  their  children  is 
now  living,  Emma,  wife  of  George  Gray,  who  re- 
sides in  the  West.  (4)  Cordelia,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  David  Newman,  a farmer  of  Great  Bend 
township,  but  left  no  children.  (5)  Jehio  married 
Harriet  Adams,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  was 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Hallstead,  where 
both  died.  (6)  Jane  married  Henry  McKinney,  of 
Susquehanna  county,  and  both  died  in  Great  Bend, 
leaving  children — Walton,  a resident  of  Great  Bend  ; 
Airs.  Jane  Odell,  of  Hallstead ; Cora  (married)  ; 

Benton,  of  California;  Abbie,  wife  of  Abram 

Du  Bois,  of  Great  Bend;  and  Nellie,  who  died  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (7)  Sarah  married  John 
Dobbs,  and  after  his  death  wedded  Amos  Kinner, 
of  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county,  by 
whom  she  had  one  child,  Etta.  By  her  former  mar- 
riage she  had  three  children  : Clinton,  a business  man 
of  New  York  City,  where  he  died ; Cordelia,  wife  of 
Lanse  Hazzard,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister 
of  Dakota ; and  Jane,  wife  of  Asa  Platsley,  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.  (8)  Samuel,  born  in  Owego 
N.  Y.,  married  Emily  Case,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  located  in  Great  Bend,  where  he  died  leaving 
a daughter,  Pauline,  now  the  wife  of  William  Lusk, 
of  Montrose.  (9)  Daniel  died  unmarried. 

Elias  Dayton,  father  of  our  subject,  completes 
the  family.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Connecticut,  and  in  early  manhood  married  Miss 
Julia  Alarkham,  a representative  of  one  of  the  pion- 
eer families  of  Susquehanna  county.  They  located 
in  Great  Bend  township,  on  the  river,  a mile  and  a 
half  below  Hallstead,  where  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved a farm.  He  was  a Presbyterian  in  religious 
faith,  and  helped  to  build  the  first  church  of  that 
denomination  in  his  locality.  Politically  he  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Whig  party,  and  he  held  a number  of 
local  offices.  His  first  wife  died  in  1840,  leaving  two 
sons,  William  P.  and  Giles  A.  The  latter  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Great  Bend  township,  in 
1836,  and  married  Aliss  Emeline  Owens,  of  Rush, 
Susquehanna  county.  For  some  years  he  engaged 
in  clerking  in  a store  in' Great  Bend,  and  later  en- 
gaged in  the  real-estate  business,  at  one  time  own- 
ing a large  amount  of  land  in  Virginia,  where  he  is 
still  living.  For  his  second  wife  the  father  married 
Airs.  Macintosh,  of  Harmony  township,  and  by  that 
union  had  one  daughter,  Jane,  now  the  wife  of  An- 
drew Buchanan,  of  Elgin,  111.,  by  whom  she  has  five 
children:  William,  Hattie,  Frank,  Afaud  and . 

Reared  upon  the  old  homestead,  William  P. 
Dayton  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  of  Great 
Bend  township  for  his  educational  advantages.  As 
a boy  he  clerked  in  the  store  of  his  uncle,  William 
Dayton,  for  seven  years,  and  later  superintended  the 
operation  of  his  father’s  farm.  In  1857  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lura  Sisson,  of 
Owego,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born  in  1841,  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  that  State.  Her  parents 
were  Heman  and  Lucinda  (Slater)  Sisson,  the  fa- 
ther born  in  Alassachusetts,  whence  he  removed  at 
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an  early  day  to  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  later  he  became 
a resident  of  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  They  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  namely : Pieman,  Lura, 
Mary,  John,  Sarah,  Edward,  Alfred  and  Louisa.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dayton  have  become  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  all  born  in  Great  Bend  township : ( I ) 
.Elias,  born  in  1858,  died  in  childhood.  (2)  Jennie, 
born  in  1861,  is  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  Detweter, 
a business  man  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Nealand  D.  and  Florence.  (3) 
Nellie  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  (4)  Etta  J. 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  (5)  Lura  A.  died 
in  childhood.  (6)  Ella  Eva,  born  in  November, 
1868,  is  the  widow  of  Herbert  Austin,  of  Great 
Bend,  and  has  four  children,  Freddie,  Mabel,  Earl 
and  Edith  L.  (7)  William  W.,  born  in  1871,  mar- 
ried Mamie  Taylor,  of  Great  Bene,  and  they  re- 
side in  the  village  of  that  name ; they  have  one  son, 
Evening  Page.  (8)  Paulina,  born  in  July,  1872,  is 
the  wife  of  Wesley  Benjamin,  of  Great  Bend,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Ernest. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Dayton  purchased  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  continued  to  reside  for  some 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  bought  his  present 
farm  in  Great  Bend  township,  two  and  a half  miles 
up  the  river  from  Hallstead,  upon  which  he  located 
in  1876,  and  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation  he 
has  since  devoted  his  energies,  with  most  gratifying 
results.  He  has  erected  upon  the  place  a comfortable 
residence,  good  barn  and  other  outbuildings.  Mr. 
Dayton  comes  of  old  Whig  stock  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  representatives  of  the  Republican  party  in 
his  locality,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  promote  its  in- 
terests. He  has  been  roadmaster  in  his  township 
for  twenty  years,  and,  as  previously  stated,  has 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty-five  con- 
secutive years,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  gen- 
eral public.  Early  in  life  he  united  with  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  Church  and  Sunday-school  work, 
serving  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for 
a number  of  years,  and  also  filling  the  pulpit  of  his 
own  and  other  Churches  on  the  Sabbath.  By  his 
noble,  Christian  life,  he  nas  gained  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

HENRL  W.  LA  BAR.  Among  the  brave  men 
who  went  from  Pennsylvania  to  fight  for  the  Union 
during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  was  the  subject 
of  this  biography,  now  a leading  agriculturist  of 
New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  and  his  honor- 
able record  as  a soldier  is  no  less  creditable  to  him 
than  his  useful  and  industrious  life  as  a private 
citizen.  By  judicious  management,  and  a persever- 
ance which  was  not  to  be  daunted  by  discouraging 
circumstances,  he  has  gained  a subbstantial  success, 
and  his  farm  of  200  acres  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  La  Bar  was  born  November  14,  1840.  at 
Wyoming,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  descended  in 


the  paternal  line  from  a well-known  family  of  this 
section,  now  numerously  represented  in  Monroe  and 
Pike  counties.  His  grandparents,  Jacob  and  Mar- 
garet (Fox)  La  Bar,  were  born  in  Monroe  county, 
and  the  grandfather  was  a wagon  maker  by  occu- 
pation; the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in 
Luzerne  county,-  where  he  died.  Charles  La  Bar 
our  subject’s  father,  was  a native  of  Luzerne  county, 
and  in  early  manhood  resided  there  following  the 
wagon  maker's  trade,  but  his  later  years  were  spent 
in  farming  near  Harford,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  settled  in  1889.  As  a citizen  he  was  much 
esteemed,  and  while  in  Luzerne  county  he  held  vari- 
ous offices,  serving  seven  years  as  constable,  two 
years  as  tax  collector,  six  years  as  school  director, 
and  for  some  time  as  deputy  sheriff.  He  died  in 
April,  1895,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine 
years.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Matilda  (Thompson)  La 
Bar,  now  resides  at  Pittston,  Penn.,  where  her 
birth  occurred  in  1819.  Her  parents,  Isaac  and 
Maria  (Y  ilcox)  Thompson,  were  formerly  promi- 
nent residents  of  Luzerne  county,  and  her  father, 
who  is  now  living  in  Lee  county,  111.,  in  his  104th 
year,  owned  a large  amount  of  property  there,  in- 
cluding valuable  coal  lands.  Mrs.  Matilda  La  Bar’s 
aunt,  Nancy  Wilcox,  left  Forty-fort  a few  days 
before  the  Wyoming  massacre,  on  horse  back,  and 
rode  fi>  Ohio  to  warn  the  people  and  ask  for  help. 
Charles  and  Matilda  La  Bar  had  children  as  follows  : 
Svlvanus,  who  died  in  1848  ; Henry  W.,  our  subject; 
James  D.,  a resident  in  Norwich,  N.  Y. ; Mary  J. 
(deceased),  who  married  George  Brown;  Maria 
(deceased),  who  married  Benjamin  Tripp;  Francis 
A.,  residingin  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; Matilda,  who  married  George  WildenDerger,  an 
insurance  agent  in  Wayne  county;  Jacob,  deceased; 
William,  who  died  in  infancy  ; and  Charles,  deceased. 

Our  subject  resided  with  his  parents  until  his 
enlistment  at  Pittston  in  August,  1862,  in  Company 
M,  2nd  Penn.  Heavy  Artillery,  under  Capt. 
Schooley.  He  served  as  long  as  there  was  any 
fighting  to  be  done,  and  among  the  important  battles 
in  which  lie  participated  were  those  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Cold  Harbor,  and  Chapman’s  Hill,  while  he 
also  took  part  in  a number  of  skirmishes.  Although 
never  wounded,  he  was  at  one  time  obliged  to 
spend  six  weeks  in  a hospital  at  Point  of  Rocks  near 
Old  Point  Comfort,  on  account  of  illness.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  Lhiited 
States  service  at  Petersburg,  Ya.,  and  on  June 
22,  1865,  he  received  his  discharge  at  Harrisburg 
from  the  State  service.  For  one  season  he  engaged 
in  the  brick  business  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  having 
worked  three  years  at  that  trade  before  leaving  home, 
and  later  he  became  interested  in  farming  at  Green- 
field, Lackawanna  county,  continuing  two  years. 
He  then  spent  seven  years  in  the  lumber  business 
in  that  county,  and  in  February,  1877,  settled  in 
New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  ccunty,  where 
he  rented  a farm  for  two  years  and  then  purchased 
a homestead.  In  1896  he  removed  to  the  village  of 
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New  Milford,  his  farm  being  rented  to  his  adopted 
son,  Edward.  In  politics  Mr.  La  Bar  is  a Republi- 
can, but  he  has  not  sought  official  honors.  On  July 
15,  1868,  he  was  married,  at  Peckville,  Lackawanna 
county,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Wise,  daughter  of  Hiram 
H.  Wise.  They  have  no  children,  but  have  adopted 
a son,  who  was  born  November  16,  1864,  and  was 
taken  by  them  when  he  was  five  years  old. 

Hiram  H.  Wise,  a military  veteran,  and  a high- 
ly-esteemer  resident  of  New  Milford,  was  for  many 
vears  engaged  in  farming  and  carpentering,  but  he 
is  now  living  in  retirement,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  He  was  born  September  30,  1820,  on 
a farm  near  Washingtonville,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Humphrey)  Wise,  and  comes  of 
patriotic  stock,  his  father  having  been  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  while  his  maternal  grandfather, 
Robert  LIumphrey,  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
army.  Mr.  Wise  enlisted,  in  1864,  in  Company  F, 
107th  P.  V.  I.,  and  served  fourteen  months,  receiv- 
ing no  wounds.  On  April  24,  1846,  he  was  married 
at  Olyphant,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Ferris,  a na-' 
tive  of  that  locality,  and  a daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Ferris.  For  some  time  he  resided  in  Lacka- 
wanna county,  thence  in  1881  removing  to  New 
Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county.  In  1896 
he  settled  in  New  Milford,  and  six  weeks  later 
(May  28,  1896)  his  beloved  wife  died,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Mary  E.,  wife  of  James  Fisher,  a farmer  at 
Great  Bend,  Penn.;  Anna  E.  (Mrs.  La  Bar),  who 
was  born  November  15,  1848,  at  Peckville,  Penn.; 
Lillian,  now  Mrs.  W.  S.  Rook,  of  California;  Serua, 
wife  of  George  Moffat,  a carpenter  and  contractor 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  James,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years, 

SAMUEL  A.  PETTIS,  of  Montrose,  Susque- 
hanna county,  whose  erect  form  and  rudely  face  are 
seen  daily  upon  the  streets,  though  the  years  of  his 
life  are  but  ten  short  of  a century,  sixty  years  of 
which  have  been  passed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  county 
seat  of  Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  the 'venerable 
landmarks  of  the  place. 

Born  February  15,  1811,  Mr.  Pettis  is  the  son 
of  Joshua  and  Polly  (Bryant)  Pettis,  who  were  na- 
tives of  the  town  of  Montgomery,  in  Hampden  Co., 
Mass.,  where  their  ancestors  had  lived  for  several 
generations.  They  were  married  about  1807,  and 
about  1810  moved  to  what  was  then  the  town  of 
Delhi,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  our  subject’s  birth- 
place. Joshua  Pettis  was  by  trade  a carpenter  and 
used  to  make  tne  old  wooden  moldboard  plows.  He 
also  carried  on  farming.  He  and  his  wife  were  plain, 
industrious  people,  kind  neighbors,  and  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Pettis  was  an  old-time  Whig.  He  lived  to  be 
about  seventy-three  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  to  the 
age  of  ninety-six,  she  dying  some  ten  or  fifteen 
years  ago.  I heir  children,  all  but  two  of  whom 
were  born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  were : Paulina 


married  Edward  Robinson,  and  died  in  Sidney 
Plains,  N.  Y. ; Caroline  married  William  McAdams, 
a Scotchman,  and  died  at  Aurora,  111. ; Samuel  A. 
is  our  subject;  Electa  A.  married  Erastus  King, 
and  resided  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  she  died ; 
Philander,  a farmer,  married  Barbara  Chase,  and  is 
resident  of  Hamden,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Orrill 
(now  deceased)  married  Edward  Bagley,  a carriage- 
manufacturer  and  farmer ; Abial  married  Elizabeth 
Graham,  and  lived  in  Nebraska,  where  he ' died ; 
Betsy  married  Elias  Ivise,  and  is  a resident  of 
Springfield,  Mass.;  and  Parmelia  married,  and  lived 
and  died  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

Samuel  A.  Pettis  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm.  His  school  privileges  were  limited  to  those 
afforded  by  the  neighboring  district,  and  he  attend- 
ed at  intervals,  when  not  assisting  in  work.  For  a 
time  he  was  in  attendance  at  the  village  school  in 
Hamden,  but  his  school  days  were  few,  as  his  fa- 
ther became  a cripple  early  in  the  son’s  boyhood,  and 
the  latter’s  services  were  therefore  required  to  aid 
in  rearing  the  family.  He  remained  at  home  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  had  a number  of  times 
rafted  up  and  down  the  Delaware  river  throughout 
its  length— from  source  to  the  mouth  at  Philadelphia. 
On  leaving  the  homestead  he  worked  for  a time  in  a 
sawmill  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Returning  to  his 
home,  he  married  and  settled  down  on  a part  of  the 
home  place,  having  come  into  the  possession  of 
eighty  acres  through  his  father,  and  later  another 
eighty  through  a brother.  Here  he  began  his  life 
work,  and  farmed  these  tracts  of  land  some  four 
years.  In  December,  1839,  having  contemplated 
removal  farther  West,  he  rode  on  horseback  to 
Montrose,  prospecting,  and  having  friends  in  that 
vicinity  he  decided  on  locating  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  He  finally  bought  100  acres  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Montrose  from  Dr.  Rose,  and  in 
April,  1840,  after  having  previously  arranged  for  his 
family  and  closed  up  matters  in  New  York  State, 
he  with  three  teams  moved  his  family  and  household 
effects  to  the  new  home  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  Here  he  had  a beautiful  farm,  to  which  he 
subsequently  added  130  acres,  making  a nice  tract 
of  235  acres  in  all,  conveniently  located  within  one 
and  one-eighth  miles  from  the  county  seat.  He 
carried  on  farming  operations  here  with  great  suc- 
cess until  along  in  the  early  ’sixties,  during  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  moved  to  a ten-acre  tract,  on 
the  plank  road  in  Montrose,  on  which  were  good  im- 
provements, and  here  and  in  other  property  of  his 
own,  in  the  village,  he  has  since  resided.  At  times, 
while  on  the  farm,  Mr.  Pettis  was  quite  largely 
engaged  in  peddling  produce,  notably  during  the 
building  of  the  Erie  railroad  through  the  county 
along  in  1847-48-49,  supplying  those  engaged  in  that 
work.  He  has  beeen  a very  industrious,  thrifty  and 
frugal  farmer,  and  a good  manager,  and  through 
these  habits  he  has  made  and  saved  a competence 
and  is  now  living  in  ease  and  comfort.  He  has  been 
a successful  man.  In  his  political  views  he  has  fol- 
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lowed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  affiliating  with 
the  old  Whig  party  in  its  day,  and  on  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  in  1856  was  active  in 
the  advocacy  of  its  principles  and  was  one  of  the  first 
in  line  for  the  new  party  in  his  county.  He  has 
voted  at  every  Presidential  election  since  he  be- 
came of  age.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a consist- 
ent member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belonged  in  her  lifetime.  Mr.  Pettis,  at 
the  age  of  nearly  ninety,  is  in  almost  perfect  health 
and  possesses  all  of  his  faculties  almost  unimpaired. 
Tall,  erect,  and  of  large  frame,  he  is  genial  and 
pleasant,  and  will  attract  attention  anywhere.  Time 
has  dealt  gently  with  him,  and  to  the  casual  observer 
he  is  but  the  usual  man  of  seventv  years. 

On  February  15,  1836,  Mr.  Pettis  was  married 
to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  Slocum,  of  the  old 
town  of  Delhi,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.  She  was  a 
good  woman,  and  made  him  a most  excellent  wife. 
Her  death  occurred  February  i,.i874,  when  she  was 
in  her  fifty-ninth  year.  To  them  were  born  children 
as  follows : William  married  Frances  Herkimer,  of 
Bridgewater,  and  is  an  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the 
Erie  railroad,  with  residence  in  Susquehanna,  Penn. ; 
Joshua  married  Temperance  Fancher,  of  Bridge- 
water  township,  and  is  a resident  of  Montrose ; 
Erastus  E.  died  in  1842,  in  the  third  year  of  his 
age ; Charles  married  Rosie  Vantuyle,  and  is  also 
an  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  road  and  re- 
sides in  Susquehanna,  Penn.;  Erastus  (2)  mar- 
ried Alice  Baldwin,  w'as  for  many  years  an  engineer 
in  the  employ  of  the  same  railroad  wth  his  older 
brothers,  and  resided  in  Susquehanna,  until  his 
death,  November  15,  1899;  Pauline  married  Crandall 
Hawley,  a dealer  in  meats  at  Montrose  ; and  Augusta 
is  the  wife  of  W.  C.  Cruser,  editor  of  the  Mont- 
rose Democrat. 

PAUL  MAROLD.  Germany  has  furnished  to 
the  New  World  many  of  its  best  and  most  patriotic 
citizens,  who  have  not  only  become  valued  and  use- 
ful members  of  the  communities  where  they  made 
their  homes,  but  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil 
war  also  aided  their  adopted  country  in  her  success- 
ful struggle  to  preserve  the  Union.  Prominent 
among  these  is  Paul  Marold,  now  a leading  agricul- 
turist and  highly-respected  citizen  of  Damascus 
township,  Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Marold  was  born  June  29,  1834,  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg',  a son  of  John  and  Anna 
(Veil)  Marold,  in  whose  family  were  six  children, 
namely:  John,  Mary,  Joseph  (formerly  a resident 
of  Dyersville,  Iowa,  but  now  deceased),  Sabina, 
Paul,  and  Robert  (who  during  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion was  a member  of  the  same  company  and 
regiment  as  our  subject,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Narrowsburg,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.).  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  came  to  this  country  June  18,  1852,  and 
found  work  at  his  trade  as  a cooper  in  Hunter,  Greene 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  in  August,  1854,  removed  to  Cochec- 
ton,  N.  Y.  In  1855  he  was  united  in  mariage  with 


Miss  Eleanor  J.  Conklin,  a daughter  of  J.  B.  and 
Permelia  (Keesler)  Conklin,  of  Damascus,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  seven  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marold,  namely : Mary  Annie,  now 

the  wife  of  M.  S.  Tyler,  of  Damascus ; Louis  Th., 
who  married  Alice  Avery,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn. ; 
Dorcas  A.,  married  to  B.  E.  Fowler,  of  Ohio,  now 
residing  at  Orcas  Island,  San  Juan  Co.,  Wash.; 
John  B.,  who  married  Mina  Hills,  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  and  lives  on  the  home  farm  ; Mattie,  deceased 
wife  of  Thomas  Moore,  of  Damascus  township ; 
Lillie  A.,  residing  in  Orcas  Island,  Wash. ; and  Wes- 
ley, at  home. 

On  September  3,  1862,  Mr.  Marold  laid  aside 
all  personal  interests  and  joined  the  boys  in  blue  as 
a member  of  Company  K,  143rd  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  for 
three  years’  service.  He  served  one  year  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  participating  in  the  battle  of 
Suffolk,  Va.,  in  the  campaign  of  West  Point,  White 
House  Landing,  and  Gettysburg.  In  September, 
1863,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Look- 
out Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  at  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  On  May  2,  1864,  the  command  formed  part 
of  the  3rd  Brigade,  1st  Division,  20th  Army  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  commanded  by  Gen.  Jo- 
seph Hooker,  and  participated  in  the  campaign 
against  Atlanta,  Ga.,  under  command  of  Gen.  W. 
T.  Sherman  and  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  May 
14  and  15;  Cassville,  May  17;  New  Hope  Church 
or  Dallas,  May  25  ; Lost  Mountain,  June  16;  Kene- 
saw  Mountain,  June  26;  Peach  Tree  Creek,  July 
20;  Atlanta,  July  22;  siege  of  Atlanta,  until  Sep- 
tember 2,  when  the  city  fell,  9,000  prisoners  being 
taken. 

Later  on  our  subject  participated  in  Sherman’s 
memorable  march  to  the  sea,  leaving  Atlanta  No- 
vember 14,  1864,  and  reaching  the  walls  of  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  December  18.  He  was  in  the  capture  of 
Savannah,  December  21,  and  left  that  city  January 
25,  starting  on  the  campaign  through  the  North 
and  South  Carolinas,  during  which  the  troops  en- 
dured many  hardships ; was  engaged  in  the  capture 
of  Charleston  and  Columbia,  the  battles  of  Averys- 
boro,  March  16;  Bentonville,  March  19;  capture 
of  Goldsboro  and  Raleigh  ; and  was  present  at  the 
surrender  of  Gen.  Joe  Johnston,  at  Jones  Cross 
Roads,  April  26;  then  marched  to  Washington,  ar- 
riving May  19,  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  May 
24,  and  was  discharged  July  20,  with  the  rank  of 
second  sergeant,  having  arisen  from  the  ranks.  At 
the  battle  of  New  Hope  Church  Mr.  Marold  had 
his  hearing  impaired  by  fighting  at  close  quarters 
and  heavy  cannonading  and  musketry,  and  after 
constant  exposure,  he  has  been  totally  deaf  since 
1883.  At  Kenesaw  Mountain  he  was  wounded  in 
the  right  shoulder  by  a fragment  of  a shell,  and 
carried  said  fragment  in  his  shoulder  for  fourteen 
years.  He  was  never  confined  to  hospital  during 
his  long  term  of  service. 

Our  subject’s  farm  of  sixty  acres  is  one  of  the 
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most  pleasant  places  in  Damascus  township,  being 
under  excellent  cultivation  and  improved  with  good 
buildings,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land  he  has 
devoted  his  time  and  attention  since  the  war.  He 
is  now  an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic ; politically  he  is  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican; and  in  religious  belief  is  a Presbyterian.  His 
private  life  has  ever  been  above  reproach,  and  his 
army  record  is  one  of  which  he  may  justly  be  proud. 

B.  F.  MOREY,  editor  and  proprietor  of  The 
Monroe  Democrat,  a leading  newspaper  of  Strouds- 
burg, is  one  of  that  county’s  best  known  citizens. 
While  he  is  an  able  and  progressive  exponent  of  mod- 
ern journalism  he  has  a brilliant  record  as  an  edu- 
cator and  has  also  attained  prominence  in  the  polit- 
ical circles  of  this  section. 

Mr.  Morey’s  family  is  of  English  origin  and  the 
first  to  cross  the  Atlantic  was  William  Morey,  who 
settled  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  or  on  its  borders, 
prior  to  1760.  The  family  is  noted  for  longevity, 
and  Jacob  Morey,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather, 
who  settled  near  Portland,  Northampton  county, 
prior  to  1780,  was  more  than  ninety  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Tobias  Morey,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  one  of  several  children  and  was 
probably  born  in  Richmond,  Northampton  county. 
He  married  Miss  Margaret  Weidman,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety-three  after  seventy-one  years  of 
wedded  life,  his  wife  surviving  him  and  passing 
away  when  within  a few  weeks  of  her  ninety-ninth 
birthday  anniversary.  This  worthy  couple  had 
thirteen  children : Jacob,  Daniel,  John,  Peter,  Reu- 
ben, Philip,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Mary, 
Catherine,  Judith  and  Susan. 

Jacob  Morey,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
January  1,  1812,  in  Northampton  county,  and  is 
still  (1899)  living  at  his  homestead,  Mt.  Bethel, 
Northampton  county,  where  he  has  been  engaged  for 
many  years  in  farming  and  carpentering.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
devout  members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  In 
1846,  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Hester,  a native  of 
Northampton  county,  born  in  1816,  and  they  have 
had  three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eld- 
est. (2)  Catherine  married  T.  Sterner,  of  Allentown, 
Penn.  (3)  Ellen  married  W.  W.  Felker,  of  Portland, 
this  State. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  19,  1848,  at  the 
old  home  in  Northampton  county,  and  on  complet- 
ing- the  course  of  study  afforded  by  the  local  schools 
he  entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Millersville, 
where  he  pursued  the  general  and  scientific  courses, 
graduating  in  1869  and  1871.  In  the  latter  year  he 
went  to  Stroudsburg  to*  take  charge  of  the  public 
schools,  and  this  position  he  retained  until  1875 
when  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  public  in- 
struction for  Monroe  county.  In  1877  the  leading 
people  of  Stroudsburg,  including  the  directors  of 
the  schools,  urged  him  to  resign  and  again  take 
charge  of  the  city  schools.  He  did  so  and  remained 
in  control  until  1882  when  he  entered  upon  editorial 


work.  In  1880  he  had  formed  a partnership  with 
Dr.  J.  H.  Shull  and  Charles  Staples  and  purchased 
the  Farmers  Advocate,  a weekly  paper  published  at 
Stroudsburg,  but  after  a time  Mr.  Staples  withdrew 
and  Milton  Heller  joined  the  company.  In  1882 
they  bought  The  Monroe  Democrat,  merging  the 
two  papers  into  one,  when  our  subject  undertook 
the  editorial  management.  In  1884  Mr.  Greenwalt, 
the  former  editor  of  the  Democrat,  became  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  the  management  of  the  paper. 
In  1886  Mr.  Morey  was  appointed,  by  President 
Cleveland,  to  the  post  of  internal  revenue  agent,  be- 
ing- assigned  to  duty  on  accounts  which  required  him 
to  visit  the  different  offices  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States.  He  served  until  the  close  of  1889  when  he 
again  took  charge  of  The  Democrat,  and  in  1891 
he  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  paper.  In  its 
political  views  this  popular  sheet  reflects  our  sub- 
ject’s personal  opinions  as  he  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  has  several  times  served 
as  chairman  of  the  county  committee.  As  a citizen 
he  is  public  spirited  and  his  interest  in  educational 
matters  remains  as  keen  as  ever.  He  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  schools  of  Stroudsburg  in  some  capac- 
ity during  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  being  a 
director  at  present,  and  he  not  only  assists  in  making 
out  the  course  of  study  but  he  makes  a practice  of 
visiting  the  schools  once  a week.  He  is  also  a trus- 
tee of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Stroudsburg. 

In  1873  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Fran- 
ces Rafferty,  who  was  born  in  1847,  at  New  York,  v 
and  they  have  three  attractive  daughters : May 
Alice,  now  the  wife  of  Samuel  D.  Mellick ; Bertha 
and  Ida  L.  The  family  is  prominent  socially  and  is 
connected  with  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Morey  being  a leading  member  of  the 
Stroudisburg  congregation.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Portland  Lodge  No.  31 1,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Portland,  Penn. ; Hugh  De  Pavne  Com- 
mander}- No.  19,  Iv.  T.,  at  Easton,  Penn.;  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Order 
of  Red  Men,  in  which  he  is  Past  Grand  officer  of 
the  State  organization  and  for  seven  years  has  been 
a member  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  United  States, 
serving  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Judiciary 
and  the  Committee  on  Constitutions  and  Laws. 

ROBERT  BATTAN.  The  biographical  his- 
tory of  America  is  replete  with  instances  of  men 
who,  in  the  present  or  the  now  departing  generation, 
have  left  crowded  homes  in  the  countries  of  Europe, 
and  won  competence  and  distinction  in  a new  land. 
Opportunities  for  advancement  and  success  did  not 
perish  after  the  coming  of  the  early  fathers.  To 
the  individual  of  force  and  character,  who  is  attract- 
ed by  the  conditions  of  life  in  this  country,  there  is 
ever  open  a pathway  to  honor  and  position. 

William  Batten,  an  English  lad,  in  1835  left  his 
home  in  Cornwall,  and  emigrated  to  America. 
Whatever  the  comparative  success  to  which  he  at- 
tained in  life,  he  planted  anew  the  stern  yet  in- 
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vigorating  conditions  surrounding  his  home,  which 
gave  opportunity  to  the  succeeding  generations. 
William  Batten  upon  his  arrival  in  the  United 
States  settled  at  once  at  Black  Band,  the  site  of 
Honesdale,  Penn.  He  found  employment  there 
with  Col.  Seely,  and  for  seven  years  remained  in 
■ his  service,  during  that  time  marrying  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Swingle,  a native  of  South  Canaan  township. 
About  1842  he  removed  to  South  Canaan  township, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  continued  until 
his  death,  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
His  estimable  wife  survived  him  only  four  days, 
dying  in  the  sixty-second  year  of  her  age.  Both 
were  buried  in  South  Canaan  township.  In  poli- 
tics William  Batten  was  a Republican.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church. 
The  three  children  of  William  and  Sarah  A.  Batten 
were,  Robert,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  C.  A.  Cortright,  merchant  and  liveryman, 
of  Honesdale,  Penn. ; and  Mary,  who  married  Ben- 
jamin Seely,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township, 
and  died  in  1882. 

Robert  Battan,  general  merchant  and  farmer 
at  Wavmart,  Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Seely- 
ville,  Penn.,  in  June,  1836.  Until  the  age  of  twehe 
years  he  remained  at  home  with  his  parents,  assist- 
ing in  the  work  of  the  farm.  At  that  tender  age  he 
began  his  own  career,  as  a teamster  for  Mr.  Bron- 
son, a manufacturer,  being  thus  employed  for  seven 
jrears.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  entered  the 
service  of  Judge  Waller,  for  whom  he  engaged  in 
teaming  and  similar  work.  Six  years  later  he  accept- 
ed a position  as  salesman  of  agricultural  implements, 
with  J.  F.Roe,  of  Honesdale,  with  whom  he  remained 
five  years,  traveling  through  the  country,  and  in  that 
time  he  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  trade. 
Mr.  Battan  then  spent  several  years  on  the  farm, 
and  in  1887  he  located  at  Waymart.  In  partner- 
ship with  Z.  A.  Woonnacott  he  purchased  the  gen- 
eral store  of  A.  S.  Patterson,  and  for  two  years 
thus  continued  in  business.  He  then  bought  his  part- 
ner’s interest,  but  in  two  weeks  he  sold  him  the 
entire  property,  and  then  purchased  the  hardware 
store  of  Thomas  Medland.  This  business  he  has 
since  greatly  improved  and  extended,  adding  con- 
tinually to  the  stock,  with  corresponding  gains  in 
trade,  until  now  he  has  the  largest  establishment 
in  general  merchandise  in  Waymart.  He  was 
burned  out  August  15,  1891,  when  he  purchased 
the  lot  and  built  his  present  store. 

Mr.  Battan  was  married  November  23,  1865, 
to  Miss  Mary  J.  Wagner,  daughter  of  Adam  Wag- 
ner, a sketch  of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  Robert  and  Mary 
J.  Battan,  as  follows:  Anna  E.,  wife  of  E.  F. 

Ames,  a banker  of  Forest  City,  Penn. ; Coe  M., 
bookkeeper  for  her  father ; and  William,  at  home. 

Mr.  Battan  and  wife  are  prominent  in  the  so- 
cial life  of  Waymart.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
the  F.  & A.  M.  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  South 
Canaan  township.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  Mr.  Battan  possesses  the  heri- 


tage of  tireless  energy,  and  the  signal  success  he 
has  won  in  life  is  due  in  large  measure  to  his  in- 
dustry, guided  by  business  sagacity  of  a high  order. 
He  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  and 
the  obstacles  he  has  encountered  has  served  only  to 
develop  a character  recognized  for  its  sound  judg- 
ment and  forcible  ability. 

GOULD  P.  MILLER.  Among  the  reliable 
successful  and  substantial  farmers  of  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  there  is  prob- 
ably none  who  stands  higher  in  public  esteem  than 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  on  the  same  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  September  25,  1828,  son  of  Adam  and  De- 
liverance (Foster)  Miller,  natives  of  Ireland  and 
Connecticut,  respectively.  They  were  married  in 
Clifford  township  and  died  on  the  present  farm  of 
our  subject,  the  father  in  April,  1831,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years ; the  mother  in  1872,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine,  their  remains  being  interred  in 
Clifford  cemetery.  They  were  earnest  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
father  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  To  them  were 
born  seven  children,  namely : Emily,  deceased  wife 
of  Harrison  Doud;  Redmond,  who  died  while  in 
the  Union  army;  John,  who  died  unmarried;  Mer- 
rick, deceased,  who  married  Jane  Ferris;  Samuel, 
who  died  unmarried;  Gould  P.,  our  subject;  and 
Waity  Ann,  who  died  unmarried.  The  father  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Eleanor  Rich- 
ardson, of  Philadelphia,  who  died  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, and  by  that  union  he  had  four  children : Charles, 
William,  Anna  and  Mary,  all  now  deceased.  After 
the  death  of  Adam  Miller,  his  widow,  on  October 
16,  1834,  wedded  John  Spedding,  by  whom  she  had 
one  child,  Nelson. 

Although  Gould  P.  Miller  made  his  home  with 
his  mother  until  he  attained  his  majority,  he  com- 
menced working  for  neighboring  farmers  at  an 
early  age,  laying  stone,  etc.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one’ he  left  the  parental  roof,  but  after  his  mar- 
riage returned  to  the  home  farm,  which  he  now 
owns  and  successfully  operates.  It  is  a valuable 
tract  of  seventy-six  acres,  well  improved  with  good 
buildings. 

In  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
April  11,  1852,  Mr..  Miller  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Clarkson,  and  to  them  were  born 
the  following  children:  Jasper,  deceased;  Waity 

Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Emory  Greene,  a farmer  of 
Clifford  township ; Leanthy,  wife  of  George 
Cuddeback,  a farmer  of  the  same  township ; Mer- 
rick, who  married  Ida  Beck  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Clifford  township;  Edwin  G.,  at  home; 
Jane,  wife  of  Jacob  Hindman,  of  Silkworth,  Penn.; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Nelson  Phillips,  a farmer  of  Clifford 
township ; Grace,  wife  of  Grant  Bennett,  farmer, 
same  township ; and  Wellington  M.,  at  home.  Mrs. 
Miller  was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1832,  and  when  two  years  old  was  brought 
to  this  country  by  her  parents,  James  and  Isabella 
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(Bigland)  Clarkson,  who  first  located  in  Clififord 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  but  later  removed 
to  Lenox  township,  where  the  father  followed  farm- 
ing until  called  from  this  life  in  1866,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  years.  The  mother  died  in  1847, 
at  the  age  of  forty-three,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Clififord  cemetery.  They  were  faithful  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children 
were  Margaret,  wife  of  Abraham  Churchill ; 
James,  a resident  of  Lenox  township ; Ann,  wife 
of  Ebenezer  Waterman,  of  Lackawanna  county  : 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  our  subject;  Anthony,  who  died 
unmarried;  John,  a resident  of  Benton,  Penn.; 
Hannah,  deceased  wife  of  Sedgwick  Hull ; Isa- 
bella, wife  of  George  Mund,  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; 
and  William,  who  left  home  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years. 

Religiously  Mr.  Miller  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  politically  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  his  community,  and  has  been 
called  uoon  to  fill  local  offices,  having  served  as 
poormaster,  township  treasurer  and  roadmaster 
in  a most  commendable  and  satisfactory  manner. 
He  and  his  family  are  very  pleasant  and  are  quite 
prominent  socially  in  the  community  where  they 
reside.  On  October  13,  1899,  Mr.  Miller  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  faithful  and  devoted 
wife,  who  that  day  passed  to  her  last  rest,  leaving 
“a  world  made  better  by  her  life.” 

E.  A.  PAGE.  Without  ostentation,  cheer- 
fully bearing  the  burdens  and  responsibilities  of 
life,  presenting  to  the  world  and  to  his  many 
friends  a character  that  grows  more  lustrous  the 
longer  it  is  known,  winning  through  the  potential- 
ity of  sterling  traits  a substantial  share  of  life’s 
material  rewards,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a well 
known  resident  of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  in  every  sense  a representative  citizen. 

Mr.  Page  was  born  in  Richmond,  N.  H.,  in 
June,  1822,  son  of  Eli  and  Sarah  (Aldrich)  Page. 
His  parents,  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  mi- 
grated about  1823  to  Susquehanna  county,  living 
for  a few  years  in  Harford  township,  then  settling 
in  Jackson,  where  they  remained  through  life. 
The  father  in  politics  was  a Democrat,  held  various 
local  offices  and  was  esteemed  an  excellent  farmer. 
His,  wife,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the 
good  Christian  women  of  the  township.  Their 
family  of  five  children  was  as  follows : ( 1 ) ' 

Margery,  who  died  unmarried,  aged  fifty  years. 

( 2 ) E . A.,  our  subject;  (.3)  A.  A.,  born  in  Harford 
in  1824,  married  Miss  Mary  Miller,  of  Susquehanna 
county,  and  settled  in  Jackson  township.  His  wife 
died  leaving  five  children,  four  of  whom — Willis, 
Evalyn,  Friend  and  Harry — are  now  living.  For 
his  second  wife  A.  A.  Page  married  Mrs.  Wil- 
lard Larrabee,  nee  Lamb,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons 
Ralph,  a resident  of  Des  Moines,  la.,  and  Fred. 
(4)  Eliza,  born  in  Jackson  in  1834,  married  Judson 


Tennant,  of  Harford,  and  settled  in  Jackson,  where 
she  died,  leaving  one  daughter — Flora.  (5) Norris, 
born  in  1836,  married  Miss  Diana  Taff  and 
settled  near  the  State  line,  where  he  now  resides 
with  his  family. 

E.  A.,  the  second  in  the  above  named  fam- 
ily, was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  in  1850  married 
Miss  Eliza  A.  Sweet,  daughter  of  Arta  and  Sarah 
(Osmun)  Sweet,  representatives  of  one  of  the  old- 
est and  best  known  families  of  the  county.  Amos 
Sweet,  the  grandfather  of  Arta,  migrated  with  his 
wife  and  children,  Capt.  Asahel,  Stephen,  Oney, 
Polly  and  Nancy,  from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  to  Harford 
township  in  1795,  joining  the  Nine  Planters  settle- 
ment. Three  other  sons,  Amos,  Jr.,  Elias  and 
John,  remained  in  Massachusetts,  until  1797,  when 
John  and  Elias,  the  father  of  Arta,  also>  came  to 
Harford.  Elias  married  Abigail  Foster  and  set- 
tled in  Harford.  His  children  were  Captain 
Elias  ; Joseph  ; Alfred  ; Hannah,  wife  of  Saxa  Sey- 
mour, a Harford  merchant ; Eliza,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Capron,  and  moved  to  Akron,  Ohio ; Arta ; 
and  Abigail,  wife  of  Ira  Belcher,  of  Gibson.  Arta 
married  Sarah  Osmun  and  their  children  were  as 
follows : Eliza  A.,  Sarah  J.,  Forest  Foster,  George 
M.,  Abel  T.,  Hannah  A.,  Helen  B.,  and  Clara  E. 

Eliza  A.  Sweet  was  born  in  Harford  in  1825 
and  was  educated  in  the  neighboring  schools. 
After  the  marriage  of  E.  A.  and  Eliza  A.  (Sweet) 
Page  in  1850,  they  moved  to  their  present  farm  in 
Jackson,  where  our  subject  cleared  up  a good  farm, 
erected  good  buildings  and  developed  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Jackson  township.  To  them  have 
been  born  five  children,  all  of  whom  were  lost  in 
childhood.  William  Le  Grand,  the  eldest,  born  in 
1851,  died'at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  Sarah  E. 
died  the  same  year  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ; 
Helen  M.  died  when  two  years  of  age;  Freddie 
died  in  childhood  from  measles ; and  Georgie  F., 
when  six  years  and  six  months  old,  was  fatally 
stricken  with  diphtheria.  The  children  were  bright 
and  interesting  boys  and  girls,  and  their  loss  was 
deeply  felt.  Politically  Mr.  Page  is  a Democrat. 
Himself  . and  wife  are  most  highly  respected  by 
all  who  know  them,  for  their  genial  worth  and 
many  most  estimable  qualities. 

CHARLES  S.  BANKER,  a well-known  con- 
tractor, builder  and  farmer  of  Liberty  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  this  section  throughout 
his  active  business  life.  He  is  a champion  of  every 
movement  designed  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare, a supporter  of  every  enterprise  for  the  public 
good,  and  has  materially  aided  in  the  advancement 
of  all  social,  industrial,  educational  and  moral  in- 
terests. 

A native  of  Susqueha  ,na  county,  Mr.  Banker 
was  born  in  Franklin  township,  in  November,  1857, 
a son  of  David  and  Esther  (Watson)  Banker. 
The  father  was  born  in  Long  Island,  in  1798,  and 
in  1805  was  brought  to  Susquehanna  county  by 
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his  father,  George  Banker,  who  located  near  the 
Susquehanan  river,  in  Liberty  township,  taking- 
up  a tract  of  government  land  on  Wyley’s  creek, 
about  two  miles  from  the  river.  After  erecting  a 
log  cabin  for  the  accommodation  of  his  family, 
he  commenced  to  clear  and  improve  his  land,  and 
there  he  and  his  worthy  wife  made  their  home  un- 
til death.  Their  remains  were  interred  in  a 

private  burying  ground  upon  their  farm.  In 
their  family  were  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
namely:  (i)  Charlotte  married  A.  T.  Fish,  of 
Lawsville  Center,  Susquehanna  county.  (2), 
Sophia  married  Joseph  Lewis,  a Congregational 
minister,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  they  re- 
moved to  Lee  county,  Illinois,  where  she  died, 
leaving  three  sons,  who  are  still  residents  of  that 
county.  One  daughter  married  a Air.  Virgil,  and 
also  made  her  home  in  that  county.  (3) Nathaniel 
married  Elizabeth  Belcher  and  located  on  his 
father’s  old  homestead  in  Liberty  township,  where 
he  reared  a family  of  ten  children — Wesley;  Levi; 
Addison  Walter;  Richard;  Lucy  and  Hannah,, 
both  deceased;  Sarah,  wife  of  Charles  Williams, 
of  Hallstead,  Penn. ; Mrs.  Lydia  Kellum,  of  Hall- 
stead ; and  Mary,  widow  of  Frederick  Hollister, 
a railroad  man  of  Hallstead,  where  she  still  re- 
sides. (4)  Benjamin  married  and  located  in 
Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death.  He  left  two 
sons,  Benjamin  and  Israel,  who  have  reared  fami- 
lies in  Susquehanna  county. 

David  Banker,  our  subject’s  father,  completes 
the  family.  He  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home 
farm,  receiving  a very  limited  education.  In  1826 
he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Watson,  a daughter  of 
James  and  Sarah  Watson,  pioneers  of  Franklin 
township,  and  for  three  years  after  his  marriage 
lived  near  the  old  homestead,  then  purchasing  a 
partially  improved  farm  in  Franklin  township, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  throughout  life.  There 
his  first  wife  died,  in  December,  1851.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  them  were  as  follows:  (1)  Jeremiah 

remained  for  a number  of  years  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Franklin  township.  (2)  David  married 
Delia  Dewey,  of  Illinois,  and  operated  the  old  home 
farm  with  his  brother  Jeremiah  until  a few  years 
ago,  when  the  latter  removed  to  another  farm  in 
Franklin  township.  (3)  Esther  is  the  wife  of 
George  W.  Barton,  now  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
and  they  have  one  son,  Frank.  (4)  Seeley  mar- 
ried Ellen  Camp,  of  Illinois,  and  lived  for  some 
time  in  Lee  county,  that  State,  where  she  died. 
Later  he  moved  to  Union  county,  Iowa,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1898.  He  left  four  daughters — 
Ida,  wife  of  a Mr.  Black,  of  Illinois ; and  Minnie, 
Jessie  and  Nellie,  all  residents  of  Iowa.  (5)  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  Johnson  Cornell,  of  Susquehanna 
county.  (6)  Andrew  married  Helen  Lines,  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  removed  to  Erie  county, 
Penn.,  where  she  died,  leaving  two  sons  and  one 
daughter— Myron  and  Arthur,  who  both  hold  office 
with  the  elevated  railway  company  in  New  York 


City,  and  are  prominent  men  there ; and  Eva,  wife 
of  Frederick  Trobridge,  postmaster  of  Great 
Bend,  Penn.  (7)  Julia  is  the  wife  of  j.  Emery 
Gunn,  of  New  Milford,  Penn.,  and  they  have  four 
children,  Jerome,  Fernando,  Laura  and  Almeda. 
For  his  second  wife  the  father  of  our  subject  mar- 
ried Esther  Watson,  a sister  of  his  deceased  wife, 
and  the  only  child  born  of  this  union  was  our  sub- 
ject. David  Banker  died  upon  his  farm  in  Frank- 
lin township  in  1883,  and  the  mother  of  our  subject 
passed  away  in  1888.  Both  united  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  early  life,  were  consistent  and 
earnest  Christians,  and  took  an  active  part  in  all 
Church  work,  to  which  they  gave  liberally  of  their 
time  and  means.  The  father  was  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  held  several  local  offices 
of  honor  and  trust. 

Charles  S.  Banker  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and-  attended  school  in  Great  Bend.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  began  serving  an  apprenticeship, 
with  his  brother,  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  later 
he  spent  two  years  working  at  same  in  Lee  county, 
111.  On  his  return  to  Susquehanna  county,  in  1873, 
he  commenced  contracting  on  his  own  account,  and 
has  since  successfully  carried  on  operations  in  that 
line.  In  1879  his  mother  purchased  the  farm  in 
Liberty  township  where  he  now  resides,  and  which 
came  into  his  possesssion  at  her  death.  He  has 
made  many  improvements  upon  the  place,  including 
the  erection  of  a commodious  modern  residence  in 
1891. 

In  1887  Mr.  Banker  married  Miss  Ida  Aldrich, 
the  only  child  of  Farris  and  Julia'  Aldrich,  promi- 
nent early  settlers  of  Susquehanna  county,  the 
former  of  whom  died  when  she  was  only  four  years 
old.  She  was  educated  in  the  high  school  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  was  one 
of  the  successful  teachers  of  Broome  county,  that 
State,  and  Susquehanna  county.  To  our  subject 
and  wife  have  come  two  children : Esther,  born 

in  September,  1891  ; and  Robert,  born  in  March, 
1894.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Banker  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Hall- 
stead, and  take  an  active  interest  in  its  work.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  Hope  Grange,  of  Hallstead, 
and  politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  held  the  office  of  school  director, 
and  has  also  been  a member  of  the  vigilance  com- 
mittee. 

THOMAS  H.  STITES,  proprietor  of  Stites’ 
“Mountain  House,”  was  born  July  5,  1853,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  where  his  education  was  chiefly 
obtained.  After  coming  to  Monroe  county  he  en- 
gaged in  the  lumbering  and  mercantile  business 
with  his  father.  In  1874  they  built  what  is  known 
as  Stites’  “Mountain  House,”  a commodious  and 
modern  house,  to  which  is  attached  one  thousand 
acres  of  land,  including  a well-cultivated  farm, 
which  supplies  the  table  with  fruits  and  vegeta- 
bles. The  Analomink  river,  considered  as  good  a 
trout  stream  as  can  be  found,  surrounds  the  place. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican. In  religion  he  inclines  to  the  Methodist 
faith,  of  which  his  father  and  mother  were  strict 
adherents. 

DELMER  STARK  is  a well-known  druggist 
furniture  dealer  and  speculator  of  Rush,  Susque- 
hanna county.  His  record  is  that  of  a man  who, 
by  his  own  unaided  efforts,  has  worked  his  way 
upward  to  a position  of  affluence.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  industry  and  perseverance,  arid  the  system- 
atic and  honorable  business  methods  which  he  has 
followed  have  won  him  the  support  and  confidence 
of  many.  Without  the  aid  of  influence  or  wealth, 
he  has  risen  to  a prominent  position  among  the 
business  men  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  his  native 
genius  and  acquired  ability  are  the  stepping-stones 
he  used. 

Mr.  Stark  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
born  in  Springville  township,  August  16,  1854,  a 
son  of  Seth  B.  Stark,  who  was  born  May  28,  1808, 
in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  and  there  married,  on 
October  24,  1833,  Miss  Fanny  Squire,  who  was 
born  September  4,  1815,  in  Wyoming  county.  They 
came  to  Springville  township  in  1834,  and  here  the 
father  died  May  3,  1881,  aged  seventy-three  years. 
He  was  a prominent  farmer,  and  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  ten  years,  besides  filling  other  town- 
ship offices.  He  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  an  active  worker 
in  same,  and  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school at  Ball’s  Church  for  many  years.  The 
mother  died  at  West  Nicholson,  Wyoming  county, 
December  6,  1895,  aged  eighty  years,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Stark  cemetery,  in  that  county.  The 
children  born  to  them  were  as  follows : Harmon, 

a farmer  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  served  during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  B, 
132nd  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Antietam,  September  17,  1862;  Mary  married  M. 
O.  Stark,  a distant  relative,  and  now  a retired  citi- 
zen of  Nicholson,  Penn.,  who  served  as  a member 
of  Company  A,  57th  P.  V.  I. ; Rosetta  is  the  wife  of 
Jeremiah  Stevens,  a speculator  of  Nicholson,  who 
served  as  county  commissioner  of  Susquehanna 
county  for  six  years ; Eliza  married  Loren  Ball, 
and  died  in  186?,  in  Wyoming  county  (he  was  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  was  held  in  Andersonville  prison 
for  some  time)  ; Bentlv  died  in  1862  at  Harrison’s 
Landing,  while  in  the  seven-days’  fight  under 
George  B.  McClellan ; Nathan  R.  died  in  1876, 
from  injuries  received  during  the  Civil  war,  in 
which  he  served  with  the  192nd  N.  Y.  V.  I. ; Zura 
died  of  diphtheria  in  1862 ; Dexter  W.,  a resident  of 
Tunkhannock,  Penn.,  is  general  agent  for  the 
Champion  Mowing  Machine  Co. ; Almon  is  a farmer 
and  dealer  cf  West  Nicholson;  Delmer  is  our  sub- 
ject; and  H.  Clymer  is  a farmer  of  West  Nicholson. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Stark,  was  born  December  5,  1776,  in  Orange 

county,.  N.  Y.,  son  of  \\  illiam  Stark  and  grandson 
of  Christopher  Stark,  who  came  to  the  Wyoming 


Valley  in  1772-73.  In  1779  John  Stark  married 
Temperance  Pratt,  who  was  born  May  16,  1780,  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  1814;  she  was 
our  subject’s  grandmother.  On  February  12,  18x5, 
he  married,  for  his  second  wife,  a Miss  Camp,  who 
was  born  March  22,  1774,  and  died  in  1862,  in 
Illinois.  John  Stark  died  July  18,  1841.  He  was 
an  early  settler  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  resid- 
ing at  East  Lemon,  and  followed  farming  through- 
out life. 

O11  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  Delmar  Stark  went  to  Stark  coun- 
ty, 111.,  where  he  attended  a graded  school  for  four 
months,  and  was  then  employed  at  different  occu- 
pations until  his  return  home,  after  an  absence  of 
a year  and  a half.  He  rented  his  father’s  farm  for 
a few  years,  and  later  engaged  in  selling  wagons 
for  eight  years.  In  1888  he  embarked  in  the  hotel 
business,  in  Springville,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years,  and  was  then  engaged  in  the  same  business 
in  Rush  until  1894,  when  he  sold  his  property  there 
to  Scott  Shaner  and  bought  the  Susquehanna 
County  Mineral  Springs  property,  in  Rush  town- 
ship. He  was  converting  the  place  into  a sani- 
tarium when  his  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  he  did  not  rebuild.  In  June,  1895,  he  pur- 
chased the  drug  store  in  Rush,  which  he  has  since 
so  successfully  conducted,  and  he  is  also  proprietor 
of  a first-class  hotel  in  Le  Raysville,  besides  being 
engaged  in  speculating  along  various  lines.  As  a 
business  man  he  is  energetic,  enterprising  and 
sagacious,  and  has  been  remarkably  successful  in 
his  undertakings. 

At  Springville,  January  18,  1876,  Air.  Stark 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Seely,  and  to  them  were 
born  three  children ; Ora,  Alcora  and  Anna  M., 
Ora  dying  in  1878.  Airs.  Stark  was  born  in  Shib- 
ley’s  Point,  Adair  Co.,  Mo.,  in  February,  1856,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Betsy  (Park)  Seely,  the 
former  also  a native  of  Missouri,  the  latter  of  Sus- 
puehanna  county,  Penn.  The  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  his  native  State  three 
months  prior  to  the  birth  of  Mrs.  Stark,  and  the 
mother’s  death  occurred  in  1873.  Their  children 
were  Alartin  N.,  a farmer  of  Dimock  township, 
Susquehanna  county ; Alaggie,  who  married  Cal- 
vin Merritt,  and  died  in  Alontana ; Susan  E.,  a 
resident  of  Springville  township,  who  (first)  mar- 
ried Nathan  R.  Stark,  a brother  of  our  subject,  and 
(second)  Robert  Squire;  William,  a farmer  of 
West  Nicholson,  Penn. ; and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  our 
subject. 

Seth  B.  Stark,  a nephew  of  our  subject,  and 
the  present  proprietor  of  the  “Rush  House,”  at 
Rush,  was  born  in  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  January  26,  1870,  a son  of  Nathan 
R.  and  Susan  E.  (Seely)  Stark,  the  former  a native 
of  Springville  township,  the  latter  of  Missouri. 
The  father  died  January  24,  1876,  aged  thirty-one 
years,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Springville 
township,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight.  Two  children 
were  born  to  them:  Seth  B.,  and  Alinnie,  who 
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died  at  the  age  of  a year  and  a half.  Seth  B.  Stark 
was  reared  on  a farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
after  which  he  worked  for  his  uncle,  Deimer  Stark, 
for  one  year,  at  the  “Rush  House.”  He  next  at- 
tended business  college  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  and 
then  purchased  the  stage  line  which  was  run  be- 
tween Rush  and  Montrose,  but  after  conducting  it 
for  seven  months  returned  to  the  “Rush  House,” 
where  he  was  employed  for  two  years.  One  sum- 
mer he  sold  wagons,  sleighs,  carriages,  etc.,  and 
for  two  years  conducted  a meat  business,  during 
which  time  he  served  as  assistant  postmaster  of 
Rush.  On  April  15,  1897,  he  purchased  the  "Rush 
House,”  which  he  has  since  so  successfully  carried 
on.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a Republican.  He 
was  married,  in  Dimock  township,  December  1, 
1897,  to  Miss  Alice  T.  Glidden,  a native  of  Mont- 
rose, and  a daughter  of  D.  Whiley,  now  a black- 
smith of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
county. 

JOHN  C.  TANNER.  For  more  than  six 
decades  John  C.  Tanner  has  made  his  home  in  Plar- 
ford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  having  been 
born  two  miles  north  of  Harford  village,  February 

I,  1838.  While  his  life  cannot  be  said  to  have  been 
especially  eventful,  it  is  one  full  of  interest,  and  his 
business  success  affords  a striking  example  of  what 
may  be  achieved  by  earnest  resolve  and  unflagging 
courage. 

Mr.  Tanner  is  one  of  a large  family  of  children 
born  to  Clark  S.  and  Betsey  (Carpenter)  Tanner, 
who  were  married  May  1,  1831,  by  Rev  Adam  Mil- 
ler. His  father  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
county,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the 
age  of  nine  years,  being  adopted  by  John  Tyler, 
who  brought  him  up  to  farm  life.  Clark  S.  Tan- 
ner died  April  12,  1869,  after  a life  of  seventy-two 
years.  Our  subject’s  mother  was  born  in  Harford 
township,  and  lived  there  until  her  death,  although 
she  spent  a few  years  as  teacher  in  New  York. 
Her  father,  John  Carpenter,  was  one  of  the  “Nine 
Partners”  of  Flarford  township.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tanner  were  earnest  Christians  and  devout 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  To  them 
were  born  the  following  children:  Nancy  born 

February  27,  1832,  died  March  4,  1859,  and  was 
buried  in  Clifford  (she  married  Daniel  Brundage, 
born  February  20,  1834)  ; Milburn,  born  February 

II,  1834,  died  July  11,  1857;  Martha  married  Ste- 
phen Brundage,  of  Benton,  Penn,  (both  are  de- 
ceased) ; John  C.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mary,  born  August  19,  1842,  married  Henry  Cole, 
of  Collingwood,  N.  Y.,  a farmer,  justice  of  the 
peace  and  State  land  agent ; and  Edward  R.,  born 
5 larch  29,  1849,  married  Margaret  J.  Kerr,  and 
died  December  1,  1872. 

John  C.  Tanner  was  married,  April  12,  i860, 
at  Harford,  to  Miss  Anna  R.  Kerr,  who  bore  him 
three  children,  viz.:  Frank  H.,  born  January  '11, 

1861;  John  E.,  born  August  2,  1863;  and  a third 
son,  born  in  January,  1869,  the  two  younger  chil- 


dren dying  in  infancy.  Frank  H.  Tanner,  a son 
of  rare  promise  &nd  ability,  an  earnest  Christian, 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  whose  early 
demise  cast  a shadow  over  his  parents’  lives,  died 
on  his  twentieth  birthday. 

Mrs.  Tanner  was  born  at  Middletown,  N.  Y., 
her  parents  being  Patterson  and  Margaret  (Shaw) 
Kerr,  respected  residents  of  that  place,  and  both, 
active  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Her 
father,  who  was  a contractor,  was  prompted  by 
business  and  tastes  alike  to  seek  change  of  location. 
He  died  in  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  in  January,  1847,  aged, 
thirty-six,  a'nd  was  buried  there.  Mrs.  Kerr  rests 
at  Middletown,  where  she  died  in  her  seventy-third 
year.  Their  children  were:  Elizabeth,  wife  of 

Henry  Horton,  a hardware  merchant  of  Middle- 
town;  Anna  R.,  Mrs.  Tanner;  William  H.,  who 
died  at  Northumberland,  Penn.;  and  Margaret  J., 
whose  first  husband  was  Edward  R.  Tanner  (a 
brother  of  John  C.),  and  who,  after  his  death,  mar- 
ried John  K.  Gamble,  a dentist,  of  Coffeyville, 
Ivans.,  whose  father,  Dr.  George  Gamble,  was  for 
many  years  a respected  physician  of  Harford.  After 
the  death  of  the  father,  Mrs.  Tanner’s  mother  mar- 
ried William  H.  Harris,  who  died  in  1890,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years.  Of  this  marriage  there 
was  no  issue. 

John  C.  Tanner  worked  on  his  father’s  farm 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  for  the  next 
five  years  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a country  store 
in  Flarford  village.  Returning  to  the  farm,  he 
managed  it  for  four  years.  Agriculture,  however, 
was  not  especially  to  his  taste,  and  he  determined 
to  enter  upon  a mercantile  career.  Fie  entered 
into  partnership  with  Jones  & Babcock,  under  the 
name  of  Jones,  Babcock  & Tanner,  the  firm  after 
four  years  becoming  Jones  & Tanner.  This  part- 
nership was  dissolved  four  years  later,  and  for 
twenty-six  years  our  subject  was  a commercial 
traveler  for  hardware  houses:  First  with  Phelps 

& Co.,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  in  whose  employ  he 
remained  for  fourteen  years ; then  with  Pratt  & 
Co.,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; next  with  Spanging  & Spald- 
ing, of  Syracuse ; and  finally  with  Barker,  Rose  & 
Gray,  with  whom  he  has  continued  for  eleven  years, 
being  still  in  their  employ. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a stanch  Republican, 
and  on  December  15,  1898,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster.  Fie  still  owns  the  old  homestead  of 
130  acres,  and  has  actively  identified  himself  with 
with  the  interests  of  Susquehanna  county.  He  has 
always  been  prominently  interested  in  the  Harford 
Agricultural  Society,  being  now  its  president,  which 
office  he  is  filling  for  the  fourth  term  (of  one  year 
each.)  His  liberality  and  support  of  all  good 
projects  in  the  community,  especially  those  ifivolv- 
ing  the  improvement  and  beautifying  of  the  village, 
are  well  known.  His  deep  sympathy  and  spirit  of 
helpfulness  for  those  in  sorrow  and  trouble  is  most 
beautiful  and  genuine,  as  so  many  can  testify  who 
have  felt  the  beating  of  his  great  heart  for  them. 
He  is  the  very  embodiment  of  good  nature  and; 
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cheer.  These  qualities  of  heart  and  soul  have  en- 
deared him  to  a multitude  of  friends,  wherever  he 
is  known  throughout  this  region.  1 hough  not  a 
member  of  any  Congregational  Church,  in  loyalty 
and  support  he  is  second  to  none,  being  now  a trus- 
tee of  same.  His  time,  money  and  thought  are  al- 
ways freely  given  to  every  worthy  proposition  and 
enterprise  undertaken  by  his  community,  and  to  be 
counted  one  of  his  friends  is  an  honor  prized  by 
every  one. 

CASSIUS  M.  GARFIELD  is  a well-known 
and  successful  merchant  in  the  borough  of  Little 
Meadows,  Susquehanna  county.  His  father  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  business  men  of  the  place,  and 
in  his  store  our  subject  received  his  mercantile 
training. 

Mr.  Garfield  is  a representative  of  an  old  New 
England  family  which  has  produced  some  noted  men 
and  women,  President  James  A.  Garfield  descending 
from  one  branch  of  the  family.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Warren  Center,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  De- 
cember 21,  1851,  son  of  Daniel  R.  and  Mary  C. 
(Bigelow)  Garfield,  and  a grandson  of  Daniel  R. 
and  Eliza  J.  (Spencer)  Garfield.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  born  January  31,  1815,  in  Spencer, 
Mass.  He  was  an  only  son,  and  was  but  three 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died.  His  mother 
married  for  her  second  husband  John  Bigelow,  and 
lie  was  reared  by  his  father’s  family,  spending  a 
large  portion  of  his  boyhood  at  the  home  of  his 
grandfather,  at  Spencer,  Mass.  When  about  twen- 
ty-one he  shipped  on  a sailing  vessel  for  a whaling 
voyage  of  forty  months  to  South  America  and  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  On  July  6,  1846,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  C.  Bigelow,  who  was  born  in  Rutland, 
Mass.,  May  18,  1816,  and  soon  afterward  they 
migrated  to  Warren  Center,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn. 
Here  Daniel  R.  Garfield  engaged  in  shoemaking 
for  eight  or  nine  years,  and  then  moved  to  Friends- 
ville,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  real  estate,  and 
for  one  year  followed  his  trade.  Removing  to 
Towanda,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  he  there  continued 
shoemaking  for  several  years,  and  in  i860  removed 
to  Little  Meadows,  where  he  purchased  property 
and  pursued  his  vocation  steadily  until  1868.  In 
that  year  he  built  a store  and  engaged  in  mercantile 
trade,  continuing  thus  until  his  death.  June  7,  1877, 
after  which  our  subject  purchased  and  conducted 
the  business.  The  mother  survived  him  five  years. 
In  politics  Mr.  Garfield  was  an  ardent  Abolitionist, 
and  he  followed  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  enthusiastically  until  the  presidential  cam- 
paign of  Horace  Greeley,  when  he  supported  his 
nomination.  He  was  reared  in  the  Protestant 
faith,  and  his  wife  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  children  of 
Daniel  R.  and  Mary  C.  Garfield  were  as  follows : 
(1)  Solon  F.,  born  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  June  19, 
1847,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Towanda, 
Penn.,  and  Little  Meadows,  and  was  a graduate 
of  Lowell’s  Business  College,  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 


He  studied  civil  engineering  and  followed  that  pro- 
fession. In  the  early  seventies  he  located  at  South 
Haven,  Mich.,  and  for  nearly  thirty  years  was  al- 
most continuously  in  the  employ  of  the  government, 
as  United  States  inspector  of  pier  work  and  harbor 
improvements  along  the  east  side  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan. Mr.  Garfield  was  married,  March  20,  1883, 
to  Minnie  A.,  daughter  of  Senator  and  Mrs.  George 
Hannahs,  of  South  Haven,  Mich.  Mrs.  Garfield 
died  August  19,  1894,  aged  thirty-four  years,  leav- 
ing two  daughters — Grace  M.,  born  June  23,  1887, 
and  Georgia  H.,  born  November  23,  1892.  Mr. 
Garfield  died  January  20,  1900,  leaving  the  care  of 
his  daughters  to  our  subject.  (2)  George  B.,  born 
in  Warren,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  November  23, 
1849,  received  a good  education.  When  a young 
man  he  clerked  in  Owego  and  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
until  his  health  failed,  *and  he  then  visited  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  remained  one  year ; he  died  Oc- 
tober 6,  1876,  a young  man  of  great  promise,  and 
was  greatly  missed  by  his  family  and  friends.  (3) 
Cassius  M.,  our  subject,  was  the  third  child  in  the 
family.  (4)  Helen  P.,  born  at  Warren,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  in  October,  1853,  was  well  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Little  Meadows,  and  became  a suc- 
cessful teacher  in  Bradford  and  Susquehanna  coun- 
ties, following  that  calling  for  a period  of  twenty- 
five  terms.  On  February  20,  1884,  she  married  A. 
W.  Cogswell,  of  Union,  N.  Y.,  formerly  of  Forest 
Lake,  Penn.,  where  they  now  reside,  and  they  have 
had  three  children — Hiram  Garfield,  born  April 

15,  1886;  Royal  A.,  born  October  8,  1887,  deceased 

in  infancy;  and  Eva  Edna,  born  November  19, 
1888.  (5)  Edna  M.,  born  in  Friendsville  March 

16,  1856,  was  well  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  Montrose  high  school,  and  for  a number  of 
years  taught  school  in  Susquehanna  and  adjoining 
counties.  On  May  4,  1878,  she  married  Alfred  H. 
Jones,  of  South  Montrose.  She  died  August  13, 
1892,  leaving  no  family.  (6)  John  M.,  born  in 
Towanda,  Penn.,  December  13,  1858,  died  at  the  age 
of  one  and  one-half  years.  (7)  Joseph  H.,  born 
at  Little  Meadows  June  18,  i860,  was  a student  of 
the  home  schools,  and  when  young  edited  a small 
paper  at  his  home  in  Little  Meadows,  two  years 
before  entering  Wyoming  Seminary  at  Kingston, 
Penn.  There  his  health  failed  rapidly,  and  he  died 
February  27,  1883,  while  yet  a student  fitting  him- 
self for  a profession. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  the  home  of  his 
parents,  attending  the  various  schools  at  Little 
Meadows.  When  a young  man  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  store,  and  in  winter  taught  school  in 
Susquehanna  and  Bradford  counties  for  five  or  six 
years.  In  1877,  after  his  father’s  death,  he  took 
charge  of  his  store  in  Little  Meadows,  carrying  it 
on  until  1889,  when  he  sold  out,  and,  in  company 
with  A.  Rolirbasser,  under  the  firm  name  of  Rohr- 
basser  & Garfield,  engaged  in  the  milk  and  cream- 
ery business,  handling  some  days  over  seventy 
thousand  pounds  of  milk,  and  making  between  two 
and  three  tons  of  butter  daily.  Our  subject  was 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1247 


part  owner,  manager  and  bookkeeper  in  the  firm, 
and  continued  in  this  work  for  three  and  one-half 
years.  In  1893  he  again  embarked  in  mercantile 
trade,  and  he  now  carries  a large  stock  of  general 
merchandise.  The  postoffice  is  located  in  his  store 
building,  and  he  acts  as  assistant  postmaster. 

Mr.  Garfield  was  married  February  18,  1884, 
to  Mrs.  Helen  L.  Fairchild,  nee  Chaffee,  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  Caroline  (Pendleton)  Chaffee, 
prominent  residents  of  Warren  Center,  Penn.,  and 
formerly  of  Rhode  Island.  They  reside  at  the  old 
home.  W.  Ray  Hinman,  born  September  8,  1887, 
has  lived  with  our  subject  and  wife  since  he  was 
three  years  old,  and  Mrs.  Garfield's  two  nieces, 
Grace  M.  and  Georgia  H.,  also  live  with  him. 

In  politics  Mr.  Garfield  has  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  Mrs.  Garfield  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Little 
Meadows.  They  are  among  the  prominent  and 
highly-respected  residents  of  Little  Meadows,  and 
the  worthy  position  in  life  which  our  subject  fills 
is  the  result  of  his  own  efforts.  He  began  his 
career  practically  without  means,  but  by  his  in- 
dustry, integrity,  thrift  and  good  business  judg- 
ment he  has  won  a most  honorable  place  in  life. 
To  use  his  own  words,  neither  he  nor  his  brother 
have  ever  “known  the  taste  of  one  intoxicating 
drink  from  another." 

JOHN  B.  JOHNSTON,  of  Hallstead,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  now  living  retired  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a rest  which  he  has  truly  earned,  and  richly 
deserves,  by  reason  of  his  industrious  efforts  of 
former  years.  Accomplishment  and  progress  ever 
imply  labor,  energy  and  diligence,  and  it  was  those 
qualities  that  enabled  our  subject  to  rise  from  the 
ranks  of  the  many,  and  stand  among  the  successful 
few.  He  is  one  of  the  most  highly-respected  citi- 
zens of  Hallstead,  and  his  long  residence  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  the  active  part  he  has  taken 
in  promoting  its  moral  and  material  welfare,  well 
entitle  him  to  representation  in  its  history. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  born  in  Kirkwood,  Broome 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1812,  and  on  the  paternal 
side  is  of  Scotch  descent,  his  grandfather,  James 
Johnston,  being  a native  of  Scotland.  In  early 
life  he  was  a sea-faring  man,  and  was  captain  of 
a vessel,  but  later  lived  for  many  years  upon  a 
plantation  in  New  Jersey,  and  owned  a large  num- 
ber of  slaves.  He  was  in  the  British  service  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war.  He  married  Annie 
Anderson,  and  had  six  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters : Lewis  married  and  located  in 

New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  where  he  died,  leaving  two 
daughters,  who  died  soon  afterward ; the  second 
son,  after  reaching  manhood,  went  West,  and  was 
never  heard  from  again ; Annie  married  and  died 
in  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. ; Betsy  married  Abram 
Van  Deventer,  of  New  Brunswick;  Margaret. mar- 
ried a Mr.  Waldron,  and  died  in  New  Jersey,  leav- 
ing sons  who  are  now  wealthy  and  prominent 


manufacturers,  of  machinery  for  printing  wall- 
paper (they  reside  in  New  Brunswick). 

Andrew  Johnston,  father  of  our  subject,  com- 
pletes this  family.  He  was  born  in  Hunterdon 
county,  N.  J.,  in  1765,  and  in  early  manhood  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Snedeker,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
county,  in  1776,  a daughter  of  Garrett  Snedeker, 
a native  of  Holland,  t hey  began  their  domestic 
life  in  Kirkwood,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  later 
lived  for  a few  years  at  Wasso  Lake,  N.  Y.,  but 
finally  returned  to  Kirkwood,  where  Mr.  Johnston 
conducted  a hotel  on  the  Newburgh  pike  for  ten  or 
twelve  years.  They  next  moved  to  Conklin,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  shortly  afterward,  in  1815.  The 
mother  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  in  1868, 
at  the  age  of  about  ninety-three.  4 heir  children 
were  as  follows;  (1)  James,  born  in  Kirkwood, 
in  1797,  married  Betsy  Kruzer,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  lived  in  Gibson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  followed  shoemaking  until  his  death. 
He  left  one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  now  deceased,  who 
was  the  wife  of  Noble  Buck,  of  Great  Bend,  Sus- 
quehanna, county.  (2)  Garrett,  born  in  Kirkwood, 
in  1800,  married  Amanda  Smith,  of  Herrick,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  woolen  goods,  first  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Wayne  county,  and  later  in  Gibson,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  died,  however,  in  Great  Bend,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  left  a large  family, 
of  whom  James  E.,  a resident  of  Great  Bend,  is 
represented  elsewhere.  (3)  Ursula,  born  in  Kirk- 
wood in  1803,  married  Joel  Stinebeck,  of  Gibson, 
Penn.,  and  located  in  Nicholson,  this  State,  where 
he  died.  She  died  later,  at  the  home  of  her  son  Hur- 
ley, in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  Silas,  her  other  son, 
when  last  heard  of  was  in  Denver,  Colo.  (4)  Iv. 
Anderson,  born  in  Kirkwood,  in  1807,  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods  in  Great  Bend 
township,  Susquehanna ; later  started  a factory  in 
Harford,  where  he  followed  the  same  business  for 
fifteen  years;  and  then  removed  to  New  Milford, 
where  he  owned  and  operated  a farm  until  called 
from  this  life,  in  1877.  He  left  three  daughters, 
Julia  H.,  Rhoda  E.  and  Evelyn,  of  whom  Julia  H., 
born  in  Summersville,  Penn.,  in  1846,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  New  Milford,  and  is  still 
residing  on  the  old  homestead  at  the  latter  place 
with  her  sister  Evelyn.  Rhoda  E.  married  James 
Partridge,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Penn.,  now  a resident 
of  New  Milford,  where  she  died  leaving  three  sons, 
Burton,  Lewis  and  Irwin,  who  are  all  bright  busi- 
ness men.  (5.)  David,  born  in  Kirkwood,  in  1809, 
was  in  early  life  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lumber,  in  partnership  with  his  brothers,  Anderson 
and  John,  hauling  the  sawed  lumber  from  their 
mills  to  Hale’s  Eddy,  on  the  Delaware  river,  where 
it  was  rafted  to  the  Philadelphia  markets.  Later 
he  engaged  in  the  same  business  on  Moshannon 
creek,  with  B.  C.  Bowman,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  when  that  partnership  was  dissolved  he  rented 
property  in  Philipsburg,  Center  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
engaged  in  hotel-keeping  for  five  or  six  years.  He 
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next  rented  the  “Mansion  House,”*  in  Clearfield, 
and  after  conducting  same  fifteen  years  moved  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  for  a short  time.  Subsequently  he  was 
similarly  employed  in  Bellefonte,  Center  county, 
and  at  Lockhaven,  after  which  he  lived  retired 
from  active  business.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his 
son  Clarence,  in  Shamokin,  Penn.,  in  May,  1894. 
He  married  Charlotte  Hancock,  of  Philipsburg, 
who  is  now  living  with  her  son  John,  in  Clearfield, 
and  they  had  a family  of  four  children — Edward, 
a resident  of  Shamokin,  Penn. ; Clarence,  who  con- 
ducts the  “Vanderbilt  Hotel”  at  the  same  place; 
Owen  is  clerking  in  the  “United  States  Hotel,” 
Harrisburg ; and  John,  a resident  of  Clearfield,  who 
is  married,  and  has  one  daughter  (now  the  leading 
lady  salesman  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  J.  J.  Har- 
gettyj,  and  one  son  (v/ho  is  an  electrician).  (6) 
Andrew,  born  in  Kirkwood,  in  1815,  married  Ada- 
line  Sloat,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  the  woolen-mill  business  for  a short  time, 
later  conducted  a mercantile  store  in  Lynn,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  was  afterward  employed  as 
a traveling  salesman.  Moving  his  family  to  Fac- 
toryville,  Penn.,  he  engaged  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ness there  for  twenty-five  years.  He  died  at 
Scranton  in  June,  1898,  leaving  three  children— 
Revillo  and  Marion,  who>  are  both  living  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains ; and  Mary,  who  is  now  conduct- 
ing a grocery  store  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

John  B.  Johnston,  our  subject,  is  the  second 
youngest  in  this  family.  His  boyhood  and  youth 
were  passed  in  Kirkwood  and  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  he  was  given  a district-school  education. 
He  assisted  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm  until 
he  and  his  brothers,  David  and  Anderson, 
embarked  in  the  lumber  business,  renting  the  Mc- 
Kinney sawmills,  two  miles  south  of  Hallstead, 
where  they  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sawed 
lumber,  which  they  hauled  to  Hale’s  Eddy  and  then 
rafted  down  the  Delaware  river  to  the  markets  of 
Philadelphia.  In  1843  he  located  in  Hallstead, 
where  he  purchased  real  estate,  and  conducted  a 
shoe  store,  and  also  engaged  in  business  as  a wagon 
and  cabinet  maker  for  twenty  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  leading  and  influential  business  men  of  the 
town  for  many  years,  and  by  fair  and  honorable 
dealing  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  Upon  the  property  he 
purchased  in  Hallstead  he  erected  a fine  residence, 
and  there  he  has  made  his  home  for  fifty-five 
years,  honored  and  respected  by  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

I11  1842  Mr.  Johnston  married  Miss  Phoebe 
Chamberlain,  of  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Phoebe  Chamberlain.  Her 
grandfather,  Wright  Chamberlain,  a soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  was  one  of  the  old  and  promi- 
nent pioneers  of  Susquehanna,  and  many  of  his 
descendants  are  now  numbered  among  its  leading 
citizens.  Mrs.  Johnston  died  in  1889,  and  she  left 
many  friends,  besides  her  family,  to  mourn  her  de- 


mise, for  she  was  widely  known  and  highly  es- 
teemed. Our  subject  has  two  daughters:  (1) 
Flora  A.,  born  in  Great  Bend,  in  1843,  attended  the 
select  schools  of  Great  Bend  Village,  and  for  several 
terms  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Richard  Gil- 
lespie, whose  sketch  is  given  elsewhere.  (2 ) Theo- 
dosia L.,  born  in  Hallstead,  in  1852,  became  well-edu- 
cated, having  pursued  her  studies  in  the  home  and 
select  schools  of  Great  Bend  Village.  She  also  was 
a successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Susque- 
hanna county  for  a number  of  years.  In  1870  she 
married  J.  R.  Millard,  foreman  of  the  large  shops 
of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad 
Co.  at  Hallstead,  and  one  of  the  leading  well-to-do 
citizens  of  that  town,  a man  highly  respected  for 
his  ability  and  social  worth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millard 
reside  with  her  father  at  the  old  homestead.  They 
have  four  children — Robert,  born  in  1886,  was 
killed  at  the  age  of  nine  years  by  a train,  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  while 
crossing  the  tracks  near  his  home.  Martha,  born 
in  1875,  was  well  educated  in  the  schools  of  Hall- 
stead and  Great  Bend,  and  is  now  engaged  in  dress- 
making in  the  former  place.  George,  born  in  1883,. 
is  a student  in  the  graded  schools  of  Hallstead. 
Erminia,  born  at  Great  Bend  in  1880,  died  April  29,. 
1881. 

Mr.  Johnston  has  cast  his  ballot  for  sixteen 
Presidential  candidates,  and  has  always  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  either  the  Whig  or  Re- 
publican parties.  He  has  been  called  upon  to  fill 
a number  of  local  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  such 
as  township  treasurer,  collector  and  school  director, 
and  was  drawn  and  served  as  juryman  at  Montrose 
when  eighty-two  years  of  age ; five  times  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  fill  that  position.  Although 
his  hearing  is  now  somewhat  impaired,  he  possesses 
a mind  as  bright  and  active  as  a man  of  forty  years* 
and  he  is  a good  talker,  his  language  being  well 
chosen,  his  conversation  edifying.  Socially  he  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge 
and  chapter  of  Great  Bend,  and  religiously  he  and 
his  daughters  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  the  wife  and  mother  also  belonged, 
having  united  with  that  Church  at  Gibson  when  a 
young  girl.  She  was  a devout  and  consistent 
Christian,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Church. 
Mr.  Johnston  has  served  as  elder  for  over  thirty 
years,  and  has  helped  in  the  building  of  two 
churches  at  Hallstead,  the  first  being  a wooden  struc- 
ture, which  has  since  been  replaced  by  a fine  brick 
edifice  which  occupies  the  same  ground.  He  assist- 
ed in  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  latter,  which 
contains  a large  stained-glass  window  dedicated  to 
the  memory  of  himself  and  his  estimable  wife. 

GEORGE  B.  DECKER,  the  popular  and  effi- 
cient postmaster  at  Analomink,  Monroe  county,  has 
in  his  fourteen  years  of  faithful  service  displayed 
unusual  ability  and  efficiency  as  a public  official. 
A gratifying  token  of  his  success  now  treasured  by 
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its  recipient  is  a letter  from  Hon.  John  Wanamaker, 
ex- postmaster  General,  bearing  date  of  February 
5,  1893,  in  which  that  distinguished  official  ex- 
pressed his  appreciation  of  the  absolute  accuracy  of 
Air.  Decker's  work  in  that  office,  and  stated  that  he 
was  one  of  the  few  in  the  country  who  had  proved 
themselves  equal  to  every  technical  requirement. 
This  commendation  caused  no  surprise  among 
those  who  knew  Mr.  Decker  well,  for  Ins  many  years 
of  active  life  among  them  as  a miller,  merchant  and 
general  business  man  have  made  them  familiar  with 
his  merits,  and  the  community  shared  in  his  satis- 
faction over  the  well-deserved  recognition. 

Mr.  Decker  was  born  September  9,  1855,  in 
Pike  county,  anti  comes  of  excellent  ancestry,  being 
a direct  descendant  of  Henry  Decker,  who  was  horn 
probably  in  New  York  State,  whence  he  came  in 
early  manhood  to  Pennsylvania,  settling  in  what 
was  then  Pike  (now  Monroe)  county.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  There  he  married  Maria 
Vanetten,  and  they  had  children  as  follows:  Simon, 
Barnet,  Ann,  Maria,  Madison,  James,  Wilson,  Will- 
iam, and  Catherine. 

Barnet  Decker  (grandfather  of  our  subject) 
was  born  in  Pike  (now  Monroe)  county,  and  died 
in  Middlesmithfield  township.  Like  his  father,  he 
was  a farmer,  and  in  the  spring  he  also  engaged  in 
rafting  on  the  Delaware  river.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Gunsaulus,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, namely:  Samuel,  Calvin  (father  of  our  sub- 
ject), Charles  W.  (who  served  at  one  time  as  as- 
sociate judge  of  Monroe  county),  Margaret,  Rhyma, 
Daniel,  Jackson,  Susan,  Nellieand  Sarah.  Samuel  and 
Rhyma  are  the  only  survivors  of  this  large  family. 
The  former  was  born  April  24,  1823,  in  Pike  (now 
Alonroe)  county,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  place. 
Y hen  a boy  he  commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  which  he  has  always  followed,  and  he  has 
also  engaged  in  agriculture  to  some  extent,  con- 
ducting a small  farm  near  Bushkill.  Pie  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  his 
daughter  also  unites,  and  politically  he  follows  in 
his  father's  footsteps,  being  a Democrat.  Samuel 
Decker  married  Aliss  Sarah  Depuy,  who  was  born 
May  8,  1826,  in  New  Jersey,  and  died  January  1, 
1898 ; she,  too,  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  This  union  was  blessed  with  one  daughter, 
Clarrie  E.,  who  keeps  house  for  her  father. 

Calvin  Decker  was  born  in  Pike  (now  Mon- 
roe) county,  and  was  reared  to  farming,  which  he 
followed  all  his  life,  becoming  quite  prosperous. 
He  resided  in  Lehman  township,  Pike  county. 
Calvin  Decker  married,  for  his  first  wife.  Miss 
Rosanna  Frutchey,  and  their  children  were:  Francis, 
Luther,  George  B.,  William,  John  and  Fannie.  The 
mother  of  these  dving,  Mr.  Decker  married  (sec- 
ond) Miss  Susie  Walter,  and  to  this  union  were 
born:  Flora,  Ella,  Lillie,  Anna,  Frank  and  Lizzie. 
Mr.  Decker  was  a Democrat  in  political  sentiment. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  section,  and  work  on  the  home 
farm  developed  in  him  habits  of  industry  from 
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mere  boyhood.  For  a short  time  he  clerked  in  a 
store  in  which  he  was  later  a partner,  and  he  was 
subsequently  employed  in  a tannery  at  Analomink. 
His  characteristic  thoroughness  was  shown  in  every 
undertaking,  even  in  youth,  and  while  in  the  tannery 
he  received  promotion  rapidly,  and  for  fourteen 
years  held  the  position  of  foreman.  Having 
determined  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, he  purchased  a gristmill  at  Spragueville  which 
he  has  since  conducted  profitably,  and  for  a number 
of  years  he  has  carried  on  a general  business  in  ship- 
ping ties,  timber  and  wood,  to  the  mines  and  else- 
where. On  June  18,  1897,  he  became  a partner  in 
the  mercantile  firm  of  Decker  & Fetherman,  at 
Analomink,  and  his  popularity,  energy  and  sound 
judgment  were  recognized  factors  in  the  success  of 
the  enterprise;  on  October  1,  1898,  he  sold  his  in- 
terest in  the  store  to  S.  T.  Detrick.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  business  cares,  Mr.  Decker  has  found  time  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Democratic  party. 
During  President  Cleveland’s  first  term  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Analomink,  which  position 
he  has  held  continuously  ever  since.  He  has  served 
as  school  director  of  his  district  for  fifteen  years. 

In  1878  Mr.  Decker  married  Miss  Ida  Price,, 
who  was  born  September  8,  1857,  at  Analomink, 
daughter  of  W.  J.  and  Delih  (LeBar)  Price,  the 
former  of  whom  died  July  28,  1899:  the  mother 
makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  Decker.  Two  children 
have  blessed  this  union : Minnie  F.  and  Ada  M. 
Mr.  Decker  and  his  wife  are  much  esteemed  in  social 
life,  and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of 
A.,  at  Analomink. 

JOHN  OAKLEY.  Prominent  among  the 
old  and  honored  citizens  of  Susquehanna  county, 
whose  lives  have  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  who  have  made  for  themselves  a com- 
fortable home  and  competence,  is  the  subject  of 
this  review.  For  forty-three  years  he  has  resided 
in  Springville  township  and  taken  an  active  part- 
in  its  development  and  upbuilding. 

Mr.  Oakley  belongs  to  a family  which  was 
founded  in  this  country  by  three  brothers  of  En- 
glish birth,  who  separated  on  coming  to  America, 
one  locating  in  New  York  State,  another  in  the 
West,  and  the  third,  Elijah  Oakley,  in  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.  The  last  named,  who  was  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  bought  property  in  that  coun- 
ty, and  there  followed  lumbering  and  farming 
until  called  from  this  life.  He  was  buried  on  his. 
farm,  which  is  included  in  Wyoming  county.  In 
poiltical  septiment  he  was  a Democrat.  He  had 
a large  family,  consisting  of  several  daughters  and 
four  sons  who  reached  maturity,  the.  latter  being 
Robert;  Joatham,  who  located  in  Flarford,  Sus- 
quehanna county;  John;  and  Samuel,  the  father 
of  our  subject.  All  are  now  deceased. 

Samuel  Oakley  was  born  on  the  old  homestead, 
in  what  was  then  Luzerne  (now  Wyoming)  county, 
Penn.,  and  remained  there  throughout  life,  his. 
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time  being  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
married  Polly  Jackson,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Sophia  (Squirrel)  Jackson,  also  residents  of  Lu- 
zerne county ; her  father  was  one  of  the  heroes  of 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Our  subject’s  father  died 
in  1865,  aged  seventy-six  years,  his  mother  in  Oc- 
tober, 1866,  aged  seventy-four.  She  was  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  with  her 
husband  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire 
community  in  which  they  lived.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat.  Their  children  were  Caroline, 
deceased  wife  of  Alonzo  Oakley;  Nehemiah,  who 
died  in  Wyoming  county ; Sally,  deceased  wife  of 
Loomis  Taylor,  of  Lathrop  township,  Susque- 
hanna county ; Perry,  a farmer  of  W yoming  coun- 
ty; John,  our  subject;  Catherine,  deceased  wife  of 
Sylvester  Bacon,  of  Wyoming  county;  Mary  Ann, 
wife  of  Edwin  Stevens,  of  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county ; and  three  who  died  young. 

John  Oakley  was  born  October  25,  1823,  in 
that  part  of  Luzerne  county  which  is  now  Wyoming 
county,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a 
common-school  education.  He  married  Miss  Nor- 
manda  Reynolds,  who  was  born  May  14,  1824,  in 
Benton  township,  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna) 
county,  a daughter  of  Griffin  and  Polly  (Stanton) 
Reynolds,  who  removed  from  Benton  to  Wyoming 
county.  Four  children  were  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife,  namely : Byron,  a veteran  of  the 

Civil  war,  and  a farmer  of  Springville  township, 
Susquehanna  county;  Julia,  wife  of  George  Noble, 
of  the  same  township;  George  W.,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  butchering  business ; and  Samuel,  who  died 
October  25,  1892. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Oakley  bought 
property  in  Wyoming  county,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1856  he  sold  that  place  and  came-  to  Susquehanna 
county,  purchasing  12 1 2-3  acres  in  Springville 
township.  At  that  time  it  was  nearly  all  wild  land, 
and  where  his  residence  now  stands  was  a dense 
forest,  but  he  at  once  turned  his  attention  to  its  cul- 
tivation and  improvement,  and  now  has  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  locality  His  pleasant  home  was 
erected  in  1863,  and  greatly  improved  in  1897.  It  is 
surrounded  by  good  barns  and  other  outbuildings, 
and  everything  about  the  place  betokens  the  thrift 
and  enterprise  of  the  owner,  who  certainly  thoroughly 
understands  his  chosen  calling.  His  farm  is  well 
stocked  with  cattle,  sheep,  hogs  and  poultry,  and 
in  connection  with  general  farming  he  is  interested 
in  dairying  and  lumbering.  Like  his  ancestors,  he 
is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  for 
several  years  he  most  capably  and  satisfactorily 
served  as  supervisor  of  his  township.  Fraternally 
he  is  a member  of  the  Grange. 

MISS  ALICE  C.  POTTER,  a highly-es- 
teemed resident  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  a representative  of  a well-known  family 
of  that  section,  and  a descendant  of  Capt.  Joseph 
Potter,  the  noted  pioneer. 

Oliver  Potter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 


for  many  years  a leading  agriculturist  of  Gibson 
township.  He  was  born  there  in  January,  1818, 
son  of  Parley  and  Philena  (Norton)  Potter,  and 
died  May  21,  1898,  at  his  homestead,  his  remains 
being  interred  at  Gelatt.  As  a citizen  he  was 
much  respected,  ana  he  and  his  wife  were  active 
members  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church  for  a 
long  period.  He  married  Maria  Cooley,  and  they 
had  four  children:  Elizabeth  E.,  wife  of  Abner 

N.  Dart,  of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county; 
1 1 eston  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one; 
Miss  Alice  C. ; and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Maria  (Cooley)  Potter  was  a native  of 
\\  ayne  county,  and  died  in  Gibson  township  in  Au- 
gust, 1882,  aged  sixty  years.  Her  father,  Sheldon 
Cooley,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  but  made  his  per- 
manent home  after  his  marriage  at  Manchester, 
\\  ayne  county,  where  he  engaged  extensively  in 
farming  and  lumbering.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Mo- 
gridge,  a native  of  Birmingham,  England,  came  to 
America  in  1812,  and  previous  to  their  marriage  she 
resided  in  Cochecton,  New  York. 

PETER  ERARD  BEAURON.  The  life  rec- 
ord of  this  gentleman,  now  a prominent  and  highly- 
respected  citizen  of  Shohola  township,  Pike  county, 
is  of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  for  he  has  traveled 
extensively  and  made  his  home,  at  different  times, 
in  almost  every  one  of  the  “four  corners  of  the 
globe.” 

Mr.  Beauron  was  born  in  Switzerland,  January 
6,  1842,  but  was  only  seven  years  old  when  he  came 
to  America,  with  his  parents,  John  J.  and  Mary  U. 

( Bourguard)  Beauron,  also  natives  of  Switzerland. 
The  father  was  born  April  16,  1801,  and,  like  many 
of  his  countrymen,  became  a watch  manufacturer. 
In  1849  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  America, 
and  located  in  Lew  York  City,  where  he  engaged 
in  importing  watches  and  watch  materials  for  over 
twenty  years.  He  died  April  19,  1869,  and  his 
wife  June  20,  1861,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  them.  They  had  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  is  the. youngest.  Joseph 
Victor  was  married  in  New  York  City,  and  there 
carried  on  watchmaking  and  importing ; owing  to 
ill  health  he  made  a trip  to  Europe,  and  died  while 
in  France,  in  1875,  leaving  two  daughters,  who  are 
now  living  in  New  York  City.  Frances,  deceased, 
married  Leon  Jodry  (also  from  Switzerland),  in 
New  York  City,  and  they  had  nine  children,  five 
sons  and  four  daughters. 

Mr.  Beauron,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  learned  the  business  of  manufacturing 
watches  with  his  father  in  New  York  City,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  came  with  him  to  Shohola  town- 
ship, Pike  Co.,  Penn,  where  they  purchased  939 
acres  of  land,  only  twenty  of  which  had  been  cleared, 
the  rest  being  covered  with  very  valuable  timber. 
After  remaining  here  a year  he  returned  to  New 
York  City,  and  from  that  time  on  our  subject  may 
be  truthfully  called  a “globe  trotter.”  He  located 
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in  cities  of  wealth,  and  secured  the  patronage  of 
the  best  class  of  people.  He  spent  four  years  in 
Havana,  Cuba,  where  he  engaged  in  importing 
watches  and  jewelry.  He  then  crossed  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  and  proceeded  to  San  brancisco,  Cal., 
where  he  remained  three  years.  Going  down  the 
Pacific  to  Lima,  the  capital  of  Peru,  he  lived  there 
for  two  years,  then  rounded  the  stormy  Cape  Horn 
to  Rio,  where  he  was  in  business  for  three  years. 
Anxious  to  enter  a new  field  of  labor,  and  see  still 
more  of  the  world,  he  decided  to  locate  in  India, 
but  being  in  no  hurry  he  went  by  way  of  Europe, 
and  made  a tour  of  England,  France  and  Spain. 
He  then  returned  to  England,  and  there  embarked 
for  Calcutta,  arriving  in  the  course  of  several 
months,  and  in  that  city  engaged  in  business  for 
two  years.  One  season  was  also  passed  in  the 
Himalayas,  where  the  wealthy  class  of  India  spend 
their  summers.  He  made  short  stops  at  Bombay 
and  Cape  Colony,  and  then  proceeded  to  Australia, 
and  after  staying  for  three  months  in  Sydney  he 
located  in  Melbourne,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
business  for  seven  years. 

While  in  Melbourne  Mr.  Beauron  was  mar- 
ried, February  28,  1876,  to  Miss  Sarah  Gertrude 
Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  Australia  March  19, 
1858.  Her  parents,  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Ann  (Mc- 
Bain)  Wheeler,  are  both  natives  of  England,  and 
are  still  living  in  Melbourne,  where  the  father  is 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  grain  business.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Beauron  have  become  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Sarah  Josephine,  born  in  Mel- 

bourne, Australia;  Jane  Ann,  born  in  Melbourne; 
Cecelia  and  Bertha,  twins,  born  in  Melbourne,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  in  Shohola,  Penn. ; Louisa,  also 
born  in  Melbourne;  Peter  Victor,  born  in  Paris, 
France;  and  Julia,  Mary  and  Agnes,  all  born  in 
Shohola,  Pennsylvania. 

The  family,  deciding  to  come  to  America,  first 
paid  a visit  to  Europe,  traveling  through  England, 
Spain,  Franceand  Portugal,  and  at  Bordeaux,  France, 
took  ship  for  New  York,  arriving  there  in  1888. 
After  one  year  spent  in  that  city  Mr.  Beauron  re- 
turned to  the  wild  property  in  Pike  county,  Penn., 
which  he  and  his  father  had  purchased  many  years 
before.  There  the  family  still  resides,  our  subject 
being  now  retired  from  business,  while  he  devotes 
his  attention  to  farming  on  a limited  scale,  still  own- 
ing 430  acres  of  the  original  tract.  While  in  busi- 
ness he  held  membership  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in 
politics  he  is  independent.  Travel,  and  his  social, 
genial  nature,  have  made  him  an  entertaining  com- 
panion, and  he  is  a stanch  and  loyal  friend,  fond  of 
good  fellowship,  and  devoted  to  those  who  have  his 
confidence. 

PORTER  H.  HUNT,  the  sturdy  blacksmith 
of  Glenwood,  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, whose  merry  anvil  has  rung  in  the  village  for  ten 
vears,  is  a master  of  the  trade,  and  has  followed  in 


the  footsteps  of  his  father,  Stephen  Hunt,  who  a 
generation  ago  was  an  industrious  and  successful 
blacksmith  in  Carbon  and  Luzerne  counties. 

John  R.  Hunt,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a lifelong  farmer  of  Scott  township,  Luzerne 
county,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years  and  three  days.  His  family  of  eight  children 
were  as  follows : Eunice,  wife  of  A.  Sisco,  of  Lu- 
zerne county ; Maria,  wife  of  P.  Snyder,  of  Carbon- 
dale ; Jane,  wife  of  IJ.  Ailsworth ; Stephen,  father  of 
our  subject;  Robert,  of  Brown  Hollow,  Lackawanna 
county;  Albert,  of  Scott  Valley;  John  L.,  of  Scott 
Valley;  and  Noah,  a wagon  maker  of  Clark’s 
Green.  Stephen  Hunt,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  May,  1821.  He  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  acquired  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 
blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  followed  in  Carbon 
and  Luzerne  counties  until  he  retired  from  active 
life,  living  in  Mill  City.  In  politics  he  was  a Repub- 
lican. He  married  Margaret  Green,  who  is  yet 
living,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  To  Ste- 
phen and  Margaret  Hunt  were  born  the  following 
children : Maria,  who  married  George  Carney,  of 

Falls,  Wyoming  county;  John  B.,  a miner  of  Win- 
ton;  Porter  H.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Joseph,  who 
died  young;  Robert,  who  died  young;  Margaret 
Ann,  who  married  George  Pennelton,  of  Mill  City ; 
Albert,  a farmer  of  Mill  City ; Bell,  who  married 
John  Walters,  of  Mill  City;  and  Jacob,  a farmer  of 
Mill  City. 

Porter  H.  Hunt,  our  subject,  was'  born  in 
White  Haven,  Penn.,  January  1,  1857.  He  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  common  schools,  and  when  of  suffi- 
cient age  began  working  in  his  father’s  shop,  then 
in  Dunmore,  thoroughly  learning  the  trade  under 
his  father’s  supervision.  He  lived  during  his  youth 
in  Luzerne,  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming  counties. 
He  was  married,  at  Thorn  Hill,  by  Elder  Mil- 
ler, to  'Miss  Viola  McCracken,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Martha  McCracken,  who  lived  in 
Nicholson,  and  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
They  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Henry,  of  Nich- 
olson; Ella,  wife  of  Nelson  Lowrev,  of  Taylorsville; 
Annie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ; 
Viola,  wife  of  our  subject,  born  March  1,  1858; 
Ephraim,  of  Wilkes  Barre ; and  Lillie,  wife  of  Frank 
Brown,  of  Nicholson. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  seven 
children,  as  follows : Perry,  born  March  21,  1875, 
engaged  in  blacksmithing  (on  October  3,  1899,  he 
married  Miss  Eva  Benedict,  a native  of  Mill  City, 
where  they  are  living;  her  parents  died  when  she 
was  young);  George,  born  December  22,  1877; 
Cora,  born  January  18,  1880;  May,  born  March  7, 
1882;  Lillie,  born  February  20,  1884;  Martha,  born 
December  20,  1886;  and  Nellie,  born  October  21, 
1894. 

Mr.  Hunt  began  work  at  his  trade  for  him- 
self at  Hop  Bottom,  where  he  worked  six  months. 
He  then  followed  his  trade  for  three  years  at  Ben- 
ton. Purchasing  a home  and  a shop  in  Thomas 
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Hill,  he  remained  there  until  1889,  when  he  located 
at  Glenwood,  his  present  home.  Mr.  Hunt  there  pur- 
chased a house  and  lot,  and  erected  his  shop.  In 
addition  to  blacksmithing  he  follows  gardening.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican.  He  is  an  active  and 
thrifty  artisan,  and  his  labor  contributes  in  large 
measure  to  the  industrial  life  of  the  community. 

H.  W.  GERRITSON,  who  as  a mason  and 
farmer  has  been  identified  with  the  interests  of 
Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  for  many 
years,  was  born  August  r 2,  1848,  and  is  a son  of 
William  H.  Gerritson,  who  lived  in  Dimock  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  for  some  years. 

In  early  life  the  father  of  our  subject  was  em- 
ployed as  a miner,  but  after  purchasing  fifty-six 
acres  of  partially  improved  land  in  Springville  town- 
ship, in  1858,  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  Later  he  sold  that  property  and  moved  to 
Lynn,  where  he  lived  retired  until  called  from  this 
life,  February  8,  1897,  aged  seventy-two  years.  As 
a Democrat  be  took  quite  an  active  part  in  local 
political  affairs,  and  held  several  minor  offices  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  wed- 
ded Miss  Mary  Carlin,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Car- 
lin, and  she  died  October  26,  1898,  aged  seventy 
years.  Id.  W.L  our  subject,  is  the  eldest  of  their 
children;  Nettie  is  now  the  wife  of  Calvin  Cornell, 
of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county;  Lydia 
is  deceased ; S.  R.  is  engaged  in  mining  in  Love- 
land, Colo. ; Bertha  is  a resident  of  Lynn ; William 
M.  is  with  the  volunteer  army  in  Manila  ; and  An- 
drew is  a resident  of  Colorado. 

From  ten  years  of  age  LI.  W.  Gerritson  has 
made  his  home  uninterruptedly  in  Susquehanna 
county,  and  is  indebted  to  its  common  schools  for 
his  educational  privileges.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he 
commenced  learning  the  mason’s  trade,  which  he 
has  since  followed  in  Springville  township.  In  1898 
he  came  into  possession  of  fifty-two  acres  of  im- 
proved land  in  that  township,  and  has  since  devoted 
a portion  of  his  time  to  farming  and  dairying,  keep- 
ing five  cows,  besides  some  young  stock. 

On  July  4,  1871,  in  Springville  township,  Mr. 
Gerritson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rosella 
Brooks,  a daughter  of  John  and  Helen  (Taylor) 
Brooks.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Brown  and 
Hannah  (Spalding)  Brooks,  were  natives  of  New 
Hampshire,  who  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 

1 enn.,  at  an  early  day,  and  took  up  land  in  Spring- 
ville township.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were 
William  and  Mehitable  (Lyman)  Taylor.  Her  fa- 
ther was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  but  was  married 
in  Susquehanna  county,  and  continued  to  reside  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Sprinville  township  until  Ins 
death,  March  15,  1882,  when  he  was  sixty-four 
years  of  age.  Mrs.  Gerritson  was  born  March 
22,  1853,  and  is  second  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  the  others  being  as  fob 
lows . \\  illiam  R.,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  town- 
sliip,  Susquehanna  county;  Edgar,  a farmer  of 


Brookdale,  same  county;  Jennie,  wife  of  Roscoe 
Compton,  of  Elk  Lake,  Penn. ; Griffin,  a dairv  farmer 
of  De  Kalb,  111.;  Jetta,  wife  of  William  Cappel,  of 
Hyde  Park,  Penn. ; and  Lulu,  wife  of  William 
Ward,  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a family  of  six 
children,  namely : Blanche,  now  the  wife  of  George 
Gesford,  a blacksmith  of  Lynn,  Penn. ; Grace,  a 
resident  of  Montrose,  Penn. ; Arlie,  who  is  working 
at  fanning  in  Lynn ; Harry,  a resident  of  De  Kalb, 
111.;  Virgie,  a teacher  in  Springville  township;  and 
Helen,  at  home. 

By  his  ballot  Mr.  Gerritson  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  takes 
a commendable  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  at- 
tends and  supports  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  his  wife  is  a faithful  member,  and  so- 
cially belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  No.  181, 
of  Lynn,  which  he  joined  in  1893  ; since  March  9, 
1897,  both  he  and  his  wife  have  held  membership 
with  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah  No.  187,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  of  Springville.  Wherever  known  they  are  held 
in  high  regard,  and  in  the  community  where  they 
make  their  home  none  have  more  or  warmer  friends 
than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerritson. 

ERWIN  W.  MAXSON,  a prominent  dentist 
of  Forest  City,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
born  in  Lenox  township,  October  23,  1829,  and  is  a 
son  of  Nathan  and  Sarah  (Dowd)  Maxson,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Rhode  Island,  the  latter  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Na- 
than Maxson,  Sr., was  also  born  in  Rhode  Island, and 
at  an  early  day  became  a resident  of  Harford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in 
1834,  at  a ripe  old  age.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Isaac  Dowd,  was  a pioneer  settler  of  Lenox  town- 
ship, where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  through- 
out life.  Nathan  Maxson,  Jr.,  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Susquehanna  county,  and  when  a young  man 
located  in  Lenox  township,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness career.  He  died  in  1843,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years,  his  wife  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine, 
and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Tower  cemetery,  Lenox 
township.  In  religious  faith  they  were  LTniversal- 
ists  and  Baptists,  respectively,  and  were  highly  es- 
teemed by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children  were 
as  follows  : ( 1 ) Ezra  was  an  attorney  and  deputy 

government  surveyor  in  Texas,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. For  three  months  he  took  an  active  part 
in  the  Mexican  war  as  one  of  the  Texas  Rangers  and 
was  with  Gen.  Taylor  when  he  captured  Matamo- 
ras.  (2)  Sterling  B.  is  a retired  wine  manufac- 
turer of  Glenwood,  Penn.  (3)  Julia  first  married 
a Mr.  Gile  and  second  a Mr.  Lyman,  and  died  in 
Oregon.  (4)  Eleanor  is  the  wife  of  John  Lord, 
a farmer  of  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
(5)  Erwin  W.  completes  the  family. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  Dr.  Erwin  W. 
Maxson  began  to  make  his  own  wav  in  the  world 
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by  working  for  farmers  and  in  sawmills,  but  he 
continued  to  make  his  home  on  the  farm  with  his 
mother  and  brother  until  twenty-six  years  of  age. 
In  the  meantime  he  was  married,  in  Harford  town- 
ship, in  1853,  to  Miss  Addie  S.  Peck,  by  whom  he 
had  one  daughter,  Addie,  now  the  wife  of  T.  C. 
Manzer,  of  Forest  City.  Mrs.  Maxson,  a native  of 
Vermont,  died  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Tower  cemetery, 
Lenox  township.  Her  parents,  Daniel  H.  and 

Melissa  (Tower)  Peck,  were  also  natives  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State  and  early  settlers  of  Sus- 
cpiehanna  county,  where  her  father,  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, died.  The  mother  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  Harford  township.  Dr. 

Maxson  was  again  married  in  Lenox  township,  in 
1874,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Salona  A. 
Millard,  a native  of  that  township.  Her  parents, 
John  and  Lydia  (Harding)  Millard,  were  born  in 
Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  and  at  an  early  day  came  to 
Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  they 
lived  as  farming  people  throughout  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  By  his  second  marriage  the  Doctor 
has  two  sons : Herbert  E.,  of  Forest  City,  who  mar- 
ried Eleanor  Bell  and  has  two  children — Earold  L. 
and  Herbert  E. ; and  Ralph  W.,  at  home. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  Dr.  Maxson  took  up 
the  study  of  dentistry  with  George  Halstead,  of 
Harford  township,  and  was  in  his  office  at  inter- 
vals for  four  years,  working  in  the  meantime  at 
other  occupations  in  order  to  meet  his  expenses. 
A short  time  after  his  marriage  he  removed  from 
Lenox  township  to  Waymart,  Penn.,  where  he 
spent  one  year,  and  the  following  year  he  lived  in 
Iionesdale.  He  made  his  home  in  Scranton  for 
seven  years,  but  owing  to  ill  health  he  returned  to 
Lenox  township.  When  he  had  sufficiently  recov- 
ered he  removed  to  Susquehanna,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  for 
two  years,  but  the  following  year  was  spent  in  com- 
parative idleness  on  account  of  his  wife's  health. 
After  three  years  at  Hopbottom,  Penn.,  he  was 
again  obliged  to  give  up  business  on  account  of 
illness,  and  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  remained  until  November,  1890,  at  which  time  he 
opened  his  present  office  in  Forest  City.  He  is  a 
good  dentist  and  has  built  up  an  excellent  trade 
during  bis  residence  here.  He  is  very  active  for  one 
of  his  age,  and  his  erect  form  and  black  hair  and 
beard  make  him  appear  much  younger  that  he 
really  is.  He  is  strictly  temperate  and  gives  his 
political  support  to  the  Prohibition  party  and  its 
principles.  His  life  has  been  manly,  his  actions 
sincere,  his  manner  unaffected,  and  his  example  is 
well  worthy  of  emulation. 

MRS.  ALMA  H.  WANICK,  an  honored  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Dimock  township,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  comes  of  good  old  New  Eng- 
land stock.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  George 
Bailey,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  there  mar- 


ried Elizabeth  Clark,  a native  of  Connecticut.  Later 
they  came  to  Pennsylvania  and  located  north  of 
Scranton,  being  the  first  settlers  of  Bailey  Hollow, 
where  he  followed  farming  and  cabinet  making. 
The  furniture  that  he  manufactured  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  Bailey  family.  He  died  in  the 
spring  of  1851,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1853, 
at  the  home  of  her  son  Charles,  at  Waverly,  then 
Abbington  Center;  Gilbert,  a Baptist  minister,  who 
them  are  now  deceased.  They  were  as  follows: 
Polly,  wife  of  Esack  Franklin,  of  Abbington  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  county;  Webster,  a merchant  of 
Abbington  Center.  All  of  the  children  born  to 
died  in  California,  where  his  family  still  reside ; 
John,  a resident  of  Benton,  Lackawanna  county; 
Robey,  wife  of  John  White,  of  Dalton,  Penn. ; Caro- 
line, wife  of  Henry  Calvin,  of  Dalton ; Charles, 
who  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Abbing- 
ton, Penn.,  but  died  in  Illinois;  and  Olney,  father 
of  Mrs.  Wanick.. 

Olney  Bailey  was  born  in  Dalton,  Penn.,  May 
26,  1817,  grew  to  manhood  in  Lackawanna  county, 
and  received  a common-school  education.  On  De- 
cember 8,  1836,  be  married  Miss  Susan  Tinkham, 
a daughter  of  Nehemiah  and  Catherine  Tinkham, 
both  natives  of  Vermont.  Mrs.  Bailey  was  born 
June  16,  1818,  and  died  January  12,  1892,  while 
Mr.  Bailey  had  passed  to  the  unseen  world  Novem- 
ber 30,  1887.  In  1861  they  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  spent  their  last  days  in  Dimock  town- 
ship. In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children : Emily,  born  April  4,  1838, 

died  February  22,  1853  ; Hulda,  born  December  7, 
1840,  married  S.  Gregory,  and  died  December  2, 
1873 ; Jane,  born  December  23,  1842,  married  A. 
E.  Carlin,  and  died  January  5,  1897;  Miner  K.,  born 
in  November,  1844,  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war 
and  died  January  22,  1867  ; Alma  H.,  born  February 
7,  1847,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mary  A.,  born 
April  20,  1849,  married  G.  W.  Thomas,  of  Dimock 
township,  and  died  October  6,  1895  5 Rosilla,  born 
August  13,  1851,  married  Elias  L.  Titman,  of  Di- 
mock  township,  and  died  January  16,  1897;  A. 
S.,  born  October  18,  1853,  is  represented  else- 
where in  this  volume;  Horace  F.,  born  February  8, 
1857,  lived  in  Dimock  township,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 26,  1883;  and  E.  O.,  born  June  1,  1859,  makes 
his  home  in  Dimock  township. 

During  her  girlhood  Miss  Alma  H.  Bailey  at- 
tended the  local  schools,  assisted  in  the  household 
duties  and  in  spinning,  and  later  engaged  in  school 
teaching.  She  first  married  Jacob  Osborn,  of  Dal- 
ton, Penn.,  who  died  in  1898,  but  from  whom  she 
was  divorced  in  1885  ; she  then  wedded  Isaiah  Main, 
of  Dimock  township,  whose  death  occurred  March 
6,  1889.  Her  third  husband  is  Jacob  F.  Wanick, 
one  of  the  leading  and  representative  citizens  of 
Dimock  township. 

Mr.  Wanick's  grandfather  was  of  German  an- 
cestry, and  reared  a family  of  five  children,  namely: 
Henry,  Charles,  William,  Lydia  and  Jacob.  The 
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last  named,  who  was  the  father  of  Jacob  F.  Wanick, 
was  born  in  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  Co.,  Penn.,  Sep- 
tember 12,  1820,  and  died  September  14,  1886.  He 
remained  in  his  native  county  and  followed  the  car- 
penter’s trade  as  a life  work.  For  his  first  wife  he 
married  Susan  Gilbert,  and  to  them  were  born  four 
sons:  Alfred,  a carpenter  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  Jo- 

seph, who  died  young;  John,  a carpenter  of  .blooms- 
burg; and  Jacoo  F. 

Jacob  F.  Wanick  was  born  in  Bloomsburg, 
Penn.,  July  12,  1855,  was  educated  in  the  graded 
schools  of  that  place,  and  there  learned  the  harness 
maker’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  three  years 
in  Danville,  for  two  years  in  Berwick,  and  for  eleven 
years  in  Scranton.  While  located  in  Scranton,  he 
was  married  in  Dimock  township,  and  on  leaving 
that  city  located  here,  where  in  connection  with 
harness  making  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  Mrs. 
Wanick  has  thirty-six  acres  of  land  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation.  They  raise  a large  amount  of 
poultry  and  find  a ready  market  for  all  they  can 
supply.  Politically  Mr.  Wanick  is  identified  with 
the  Democracy ; and  religiously  is  a member  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church.  Socially  he  has  affili- 
ated with  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  for  fif- 
teen years,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows Lodge  at  Springville,  Penn.,  and  both  he  and 
Mrs.  Wanick  are  members  of  the  Daughters  of 
Rebekah,  and  also  of  the  Grange. 

EPHRAIM  KIMBLE,  the  well-1  mown  and 
popular  postmaster  of  Kimble,  is  a leading  repre- 
sentative of  the  business  interests  of  Pike  county, 
being  connected  with  several  important  enterprises. 
Of  excellent  business  ability  and  broad  resources, 
he  has  attained  to  a prominent  place  among  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  part  of  the  county,  and  is  a 
recognized  leader  in  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Kimble  is  a representative  of  an  honored 
family,  whose  identification  with  the  history  of 
Pike  county  dates  from  an  early  period  in  its  de- 
velopment, his  grandfather,  Ephraim  Kimble,  Sr., 
being  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  northeastern 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  Connecticut  and 
when  a young  man  located  in  Palmyra  township, 
Pike  county,  but  with  others  was  driven  out  of  the 
county  by  the  Indians.  He  returned,  however,  and 
while  employed  in  a sugar  grove  was  fired  upon  by 
the  Indians  in  ambush,  and  wounded,  but  man- 
aged to  escape  down  the  Wallenpaupack  river,  hid- 
ing several  weeks  among  the  rocks.  He  at  last 
reached  his  friends  in  safety.  He  took  up  land  in 
the  northern  part  of  Palmyra  township  and  there 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering,  rafting  much 
of  his  timber  down  the  Lackawaxen  and  Delaware 
rivers  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  found  a ready  mar- 
ket among  the  ship-builders.  Our  subject  now  has 
in  his  possession  a deed  of  sale  to  the  Manor  of 
Wallenpaupack,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  consisting  of 
12,150  acres  of  land,  which  was  deeded  to  his  grand- 
father and  others  June  6,  1808.  The  earliest  date 


in  this  document  is  November  25,  1748,  when  it 
went  out  of  the  hands  of  John  Penn,  the  younger, 
one  of  the  descendants  of  William  Penn,  the  original 
purchaser  from  the  Indians.  Ephraim  Kimble,  the 
grandfather,  married  Ennice  Ansley,  who  died  in 
August,  1846,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Eunice,  de- 

ceased, who  married  Calvin  Pellett,  a descendant 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  county ; Sally, 
deceased,  who  married  Israel  Kelley,  a native  of 
Pike  county;  John,  who  died  in  that  county;  and 
Ephraim,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Ephraim  Kimble  (2)  was  born  April  1,  1808, 
in  Palmyra  township,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life, 
dying  there  September  5,  1874.  He  was  a lum- 
berman by  occupation  and  also  operated  many  quar- 
ries of  Pennsylvania  blue  stone.  When  the  Erie 
branch  railroad  was  built  by  the  old  homestead  the 
station  was  named  Kimble  in  his  honor.  I11  Pike 
county  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Killam,  a daughter 
of  Moses  Killam,  a farmer  of  Palmyra  township, 
who  died  in  1861.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of 
Moses  Killam,  a native  of  Connecticut  and  an  early 
settler  of  Palmyra  township,  though  he  later  spent 
a portion  of  his  life  in  New  York  State.  He  died 
in  1830.  His  father  was  Zadock  Killam,  who  was 
probably  born  in  Connecticut,  of  English  parentage, 
and  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  of  Pike  county, 
his  cabin  being  near  the  Wallenpaupack  fort — a log 
fort  of  rough  construction  built  for  protection 
against  the  savages.  Mrs.  Kimble  was  born  June 
8,  1816,  and  died  October  26,  1896.  She  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Sarah,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried O.  Newton  ; Eliza,  deceased,  who  married  New- 
come  Kimble,  a farmer  residing  near  Whitewater, 
Wis. ; Dolly,  deceased,  who  married  a Mr.  Cook, 
a merchant  of  Marshall,  Mich. ; Maria,  who  was 
married  in  Michigan  to  Jerome  Carver  and  now  lives 
at  Medical  Lake,  Wash.;  Charles,  who  died  in  1867 
at  Marshall,  Mich. ; and  Jane,  wife  of  C.  B.  Turner, 
of  Santa  Clara  county,  Cal.  The  children  born  to 
Epbraim  and  Lucy  (Killam)  Kimble  are  Harri- 
ette,  now  the  widow  of  William  Atkinson  and  a res- 
ident of  Hawley,  Penn. ; Newcome,  who  married 
Lucinda  Edwards  and  died  at  Hawley  in  1897; 
George  W.,  a resident  of  Lackawanna  township, 
Pike  county,  who  first  married  Harriette  Baker  and 
second  Elizabeth  Cooper;  Jane,  widow  of  A.  W. 
Mclvown,  a resident  of  Honesdale,  Penn. ; Zachary 
Taylor,  who  married  Emma  Kimble  and  resides  in 
Whitewater,  Wis. ; and  Ephraim. 

Ephraim  Kimble,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Lackawanna  township,  Pike  county, 
January  5,  1855,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  near  his  boyhood  home.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  became  station  agent  at  the  Kim- 
ble station  and  held  that  position  for  sixteen  and  a 
half  years.  In  the  meantime,  on  August  10,  1881, 
he  was  married,  at  Equinunk,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
to  Miss  Nora  Holbert,  a daughter  of  William  and. 
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Emma  (Pool)  Holbert,  and  two  sons  blessed  this 
union:  Fred,  born  May  24,  1882,  died  at  the  age 

of  eleven  years;  and  Horton,  born  May  23,  1884, 
is  attending  the  graded  schools  of  Hawley.  They 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Gertrude,  born  March 
16,  1892,  and  adopted  July  11,  1894,  at  Milford, 
Pike  county. 

Mr.  Kimble  is  the  owner  of  over  2,000  acres 
of  land  in  Pike  county,  much  of  which  is  covered 
with  a fine  growth  of  both  hard  and  soft  timber. 
He  oversees  the  operation  of  his  excellent  farm, 
comprising  200  acres  of  plowed  and  pasture  land. 
His  quarries  require  the  most  of  his  attention,  as  he 
does  an  extensive  business  in  Pennsylvania  blue 
stone,  making  large  shipments  both  to  the  East  and 
the  West.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  ice  business, 
having  a pond  that  yields  from  six  to  ten  thousand 
tons  of  ice,  and  cars  are  filled  directly  from  the  pond 
and  sent  to  the  Atlantic  coast  States.  For  twenty- 
one  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Kimble  and  has  served  as  postmaster 
at  that  place  for  twenty-five  years,  being  the  present 
incumbent.  He  has  also  acceptably  filled  the  offices 
of  auditor  and  tax  collector,  and  has  always  given 
his  support  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  is  a man  of  recognized  ability  and 
stands  high  in  the  community  where  he  has  so  long 
made  his  home.  Those  who  know  him  best  are 
numbered  among  his  warmest  friends,  and  no  citizen 
in  Pike  county  is  more  honored  or  highly  respected. 

MRS.  HARRIET  SNELL,  widow  of  Orlando 
B.  Snell,  and  in  her  lifetime  a worthy  representative 
of  one  of  the  highly-respected  families  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Scho- 
harie county,  N.  Y.,  November  20,  1826.  Her  par- 
ents, Samuel  and  Sarah  (Frier)  Devine,  also  natives 
of  that  county,  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1835, 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  Auburn  township, 
where  the  father  died  August  25,  1840,  at  the  age 
of  forty  years.  He  was  an  excellent  farmer  and 
during  his  residence  here  he  and  Thomas  W.  James 
were  the  only  men  in  Auburn  township  who  owned 
a team  of  horses.  After  his  death  the  mother  moved 
to  Rush  township,  where  she  passed  away  in  August, 
1850,  at  the  age  of  fifty,  and  was  laid  to  rest  In  De- 
vine  Ridge  cemetery,  Rush  township.  She  was  an 
earnest,  consistent  Christian,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  her  family  were 
thirteen  children,  but  only  four  lived  to  man  and 
womanhood,  and  of  these  Mrs.  Snell  is  the  eldest; 
Ami  R.  married  Hulda  Isabel,  of  Bradford  county, 
Penn.,  and  died  during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war; 
Michael  is  a prominent  farmer  of  Rush  township; 
and  Samuel  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years.  Mrs.  Snell's  paternal  grandfather,  Michael 
Devine,  was  a native  of  Ireland,  but  was  only  six- 
teen months  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
America,  and  was  reared  in  Schoharie  county,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  com- 
ing to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  about  1830.  He 


located  at  what  is  known  as  Devine  Ridge,  Rush 
township,  and  there  spent  his  remaining  days.  He 
married  Mary  Stone,  a native  of  New  York  State. 
By  occupation  he  was  a farmer.  Mrs.  Snell’s  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  Peter  Frier,  who  was  a life- 
long resident  of  New  York. 

Mrs.  Snell  accompanied  her  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Susquehanna  county,  where  she  grew  to 
womanhood.  She  was  twice  married,  her  first  hus- 
band being  Otis  Ross,  by  whom  she  had  three  chil- 
dren : Sarah  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; 

Oscar,  who  died  young;  and  Juliaette,  now  the  wife 
of  Calvin  Woodruff,  a stonecutter  of  Bradford 
county,  Penn.-  On  February  4,  1858,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Orlando  B.  Snell,  and  the  only 
child  born  of  this  union,  Charles  H.,  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years.  Mr.  Snell  was  born  in  Sanford, 
N.  Y.,  September  15,  1819,  a son  of  Joseph  Snell. 
He  came  from  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  to*  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  ccuntv,  in  1861.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  lumberman  by  occupation,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of 
his  community,  having  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  either  in  social 
or  business  life.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in 
1863  in  Company  F,  1st  N.  J.  V.  C.  He  participat- 
ed in  thirteen  important  battles,  and  had  three  horses 
shot  from  under  him.  He  was  injured  by  one  of 
these  falling  upon  him,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Stone- 
man  Hospital,  near  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he 
died  August  28,  1864,  and  now  fills  a soldier’s 
grave.  Mrs.  Snell  occupied  the  farm  in  Rush  town- 
ship left  her  by  her  husband,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  ladies  of  the  community  until 
her  death  At  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Juliaette 
Woodruff,  October  23,  1899,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Beavermeadow  cemetery,  by  the  side  of  her 
son,  Charles  H.  Snell.  Her  home  and  her  horse 
and  carriage  were  bequeathed  to  her  faithful  and 
loving  daughter  Juliaette. 

JOHN  F.  GALLAGHER,  outside  foreman  of 
the  Forest  City  Colliery  and  the  present  popular 
burgess  of  the  borough,  was  born  in  Schuylkill 
county,  Penn.,  October  27,  1858.  His  parents, 
Owen  and  Mary  (Brogan)  Gallagher,  were  natives 
of  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  the  New 
World  in  early  life,  being  married  in  Minersville, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Penn.  In  1859  they  removed  to 
Scranton,  Lackawanna  county,  where  the  father 
worked  in  the  mines  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
August  22,  1887,  when  he  was  sixty-seven  years  of 
age.  He  had  come  to  America  in  1840.  The 
mother  also  died  in  Scranton,  June  10,  1886,  and 
both  were  buried  at  Hyde  Park.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church  and  were  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children 
were  Mary  and  Patrick,  both  deceased;  John  F., 
our  subject;  Catherine,  wife  of  Patrick  Malay,  of 
Dunmore,  Penn. ; Owen,  James,  Martin,  Ellen, 
Michael,  Sarah  and  Edward,  all  deceased. 
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Until  his  marriage  our  subject  made  his  home 
with  his  parents,  but  at  the  age  of  eight  years  he 
began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  by  working  in  a 
breaker  at  Scranton,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
employed  in  breakers  and  mines  continuously.  By 
trade  he  is  a carpenter,  and  in  that  capacity  was  em- 
ployed in  the  mines  for  six  years.  He  has  also  been 
a miner  and  connected  with  nearly  every  department 
of  mining,  so  that  he  is  well  qualified  to  fill  liis  pres- 
ent responsible  position,  that  of  outside  foreman. 
Leaving  Scranton  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went 
to  Old  Forge,  Lackawanna  county,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years,  and  November  5,  1876,  came  to 
Forest  City,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was 
appointed  foreman  in  1886. 

At  Carbondale,  Penn.,  in  December,  1878,  Mr. 
Gallagher  married  Miss  Maria  Pohren,  and  to  them 
were  born  four  children  : Joseph,  John,  Mary  and 

Francis.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1886,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  was  buried  in  Carbon- 
dale.  She  was  a native  of  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
and  a daughter  of  Garrett  and  Mary  (Neary) 
Pohren.  Mr.  Gallagher  was  again  married,  April 
~4 > i895,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Cather- 
ine Shields,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  namely: 
Catherine  L.  and  Thomas.  Mrs.  Gallagher  was 
born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Catherine  (Duffy)  Shields. 

Mr.  Gallagher  is  a man  of  considerable  in- 
ventive genius  and  August  5,  1894,  patented  a self 
car  oiler,  which  is  now  extensively  used  in  mine  cars. 
At  an  early  day  he  realized  the  advantages  of  a 
good . education  and  attended  night  school  while 
working  in  the  mines.  Being  quite  bright,  he 
picked  up  knowledge  very  readily,  and  is  now  a 
well-informed  man.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  has  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  public  affairs, 
has  been  foreman  of  the  Hillside  Hose  Company 
for  the  past  eleven  years,  school  director  one  year, 
member  of  the  board  of  health  for  five  years  and 
acting  as  president  for  three  years,  and  since  1892 
has  filled  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  borough,  being 
re-elected  each  year,  until  he  was  elected  burgess, 
February  20,  1900,  for  a term  of  three  years.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  at  Honesdale,  and  the  Catholic  Mutual 
Benevolent  Association  at  Forest  City.  Success  is 
not  measured  by  the  heights  which  one  may  chance 
to  occupy,  but  by  the  distance  between  the  starting 
point  and  the  altitude  he  has  reached ; therefore 
M.  Gallagher  has  gained  a most  brilliant  success 
—a  just  reward  of  meritorious,  honorable  ef- 
fort which  commands  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  all. 

MICHAEL  J.  LYNN,  one  of  the  most  suc- 
■cessful  farmers  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Palmyra 
township,  Pike  county,  is  a native  of  County  Mayo, 
Ireland,  and  can  trace  his  ancestrv  back  to  the  tenth 
century,  when  \\  illiam  Lynn  emigrated  from  Dum- 
barton, Scotland,  to  County  Down,  Ireland.  There 


the  family  remained  for  many  generations,  the 
head  of  each  branch  being  extensively  engaged  in 
cattle  dealing.  During  the  religious  wars  in  Ire- 
land the  Lynn  family,  for  their  loyalty  to  the 
Church  of  England,  was  given  a vast  tract  of  land 
in  County  Mavo,  confiscated  from  the  Catholic  own- 
ers. They  were  the  only  Protestant  family  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  when  the  boys  grew  to  manhood 
they  naturally  married  young  women  with  whom  they 
had  grown  up — in  fact  three  brothers  married  three 
Catholic  sisters  by  the  name  of  McDonald,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  day  their  descend- 
ants have  been  stanch  adherents  of  the  Catholic 
faith. 

Michael  Lynn,  cur  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  County  Mayo,  and  there  married  Bridget 
Carey.  He  kept  a tavern  or  country  lodging-house  in 
a wild  portion  of  the  county,  and  during  the  hunt- 
ing season,  huntsmen,  with  their  packs  of  hounds, 
filled  the  place,  and  scoured  the  surrounding  coun- 
try in  search  of  the  wild  game  that  there  abounded. 
The  following  children  were  born  to  Michael  Lynn 
and  his  wife:  Edward,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
•Michael;  William;  Frank;  Patrick;  Polly;  Kate; 
and  James,  who  resides  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  is  the 
onlv  one  now  living. 

Edward  Lynn  was  born  in  County  Mayo,  in 
1800,  was  a cattle  dealer  by  occupation,  and  died  in 
his  native  county  in  October,  1895.  He  first  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Langin,  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Mary 
(Malone)  Langin,  and  to  this  union  came  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Patrick,  born  June  12,  1827,  died 
in  Pittston,  Penn. ; Catherine  born  October  17,  1828, 
widow  of  Frank  Manley,  is  a resident  of  Palmyra 
township,  Pike  county;  Mary,  born  November  x, 
1830,  died  young,  in  Ireland;  Bridget,  born  May 
6,  1832,  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Madden,  of  Blooming 
Grove  township,  Pike  county;  Michael  J.,  born  De- 
cember 17,  18347 is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
Francis,  bom  February  27,  1836,  is  interested  in 
mining  in  Helena,  Mont.,  where  he  resides.  The 
mother  of  these  died  in  Mav,  1836,  and  the  father 
wedded  for  his  second  wife  Alice  Granahan,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children,  namely : John,  who  died 
in  Ireland ; Sarah,  wife  of  Patrick  Gilroy,  of  Coun- 
ty Mayo,  Ireland ; Mary,  wife  of  Hughey  Gilroy,  of 
County  Mayo;  Thomas,  who  died  in  Ireland; 
Anthony,  who  also  died  in  that  country ; and  James, 
who  is  now  living  in  the  old  homestead. 

Michael  J.  Lynn  was  born  in  County  Mayo, 
Ireland,  and  was  ninteen  years  of  age  when  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  York,  on 
August  4,  1854,  with  four  nounds  sterling,  or  about 
twenty  dollars.  He  came  to  Hawley,  Penn.,  where 
he  found  work  on  the  coal  dumps,  and  he  was  after- 
ward employed  in  the  mines  at  Pittston,  Penn.  He 
next  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Scranton, 
Penn.,  and  from  there  removed  to  Chicago,  111., 
where  he  became  a cattle  dealer,  but  as  his  wife  was 
not  satisfied  with  tne  West  he  remained  in  that 
city  only  nine  months.  On  his  return  he  located  on 
the  property  in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county. 
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which  he  purchased  about  1864  with  his  hard-earned 
savings.  Here  he  engaged  in  cattle  dealing  for 
about  fifteen  years,  and  then  embarked  in  the  butcher 
business,  from  which  he  retired  in  1896,  and  he 
now  gives  his  entire  attention  to  nis  extensive  farm- 
ing and  lumbering  interests.  In  connection  with 
general  agricultrure  he  is  also  interested  in  dairying. 
He  has  over  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  much  of 
which  is  covered  with  a fine  growth  of  timber,  but 
about  one  hundred  acres  are  under  cultivation,  and 
he  raises  more  grain  than  any  other  farmer  in  the 
county.  On  July  16,  1894,  Mr.  Lynn  lost  his  house 
and  furniture  by  fire,  and  he  has  since,  at  a cost 
of  nearly  $10,000,  erected  a beautiful  residence  and 
large  barns,  and  made  numerous  other  improve- 
ments which  add  to  the  value  and  attractive  ap- 
pearance of  the  place.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
but  is  broad  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  has  most 
capably  filled  the  offices  of  collector,  overseer  of  the 
poor,  and  overseer  of  roads.  Religiously  he  and 
his  family  are  all  devout  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  He  is  deservedly  respected  by  all  who 
know  him  as  an  example  of  a worthy  self-made 
man. 

On  April  18,  1858,  at  Hawley,  Penn.,  Mr.  Lynn 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Heley, 
also  a native  of  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Michael  and  Catherine  (Bolane)  Heley,  who 
emigrated  to  this  country  when  their  daughter 
Margaret  was  only  five  years  old.  She  is  the 
youngest  of  their  six  children,  the  others  being 
Mary,  wife  of  Patrick  Lynott,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Patrick  Durkin,  of  the  same 
place;  John,  who  was  killed  in  the  South;  Ann, 
wife  of  William  Collins,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ; and 
Andrew,  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynn  have  become  the  parents  of 
the  following  named  children:  Edward  John,  born 
February  4,  18^9,  went  to  his  uncle’s  in  Helena, 
Mont.,  where  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  with 
Spain  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  First  Montana  Vol. 
Inf.,  serving  in  the  Philippine  Islands ; Michael  H., 
born  July  1 1 , i860,  was  married,  October  7,  1891, 
to  Mary  McQuinn  (he  is  in  the  butcher  business  at 
Scranton,  Penn.)  ; Mary  E.,born  December  10,  1861, 
is  at  home;  Frances  J.,  born  April  13,  1863,  died 
November  18,  1865  ; Annie  P..  born  Sentember  23, 
1864,  was  married  April  24,  1889,  to  Eugene  Mayne, 
and  they  reside  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Catherine, 
born  April  13,  1806,  is  at  home;  Joseph  F.,  born  De- 
cember 6,  1867,  died  March  22,  1884,  having  been 
accidentally  shot  while  hunting ; Margaret  Eliza- 
beth, born  July  8,  1869,  is  attending  Boden's  Busi- 
ness College,  in  Newark,  N.  I. ; Theresa  V.,  born 
March  5,  1872,  is  at  home ; Agnes,  born  October  25, 
1874,  died  May  22,  1880;  Sarah  V.,  born  June  10, 
1876,  is  teaching  school  in  Pike  county;  Lucy  R., 
born  December  11,  1878,  William  E.,  born  Septem- 
ber 22,  1881,  and  James  Oscar,  born  July  9,  1883,  are 
all  at  home;  Harrv  T.,  born  April  6,  1885I  was 
drowned  August  3,  1895,  in  the  Paupac  river,  while 
learning  to  swim. 


MAJOR  P.  L.  NORTON.  As  one  of  the 
most  popular  citizens  of  Susquehanna  county,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a leading  resident  of  Lanes- 
boro,  deserves  special  mention  in  this  volume.  His 
prominence  in  business  life  gives  evidence  of  his 
ability  and  enterprise,  and  many  of  the  best  buildings 
in  his  section  were  built  under  his  direction  and 
furnish  lasting  monuments  of  his  skill.  Perhaps  the 
most  interesting  chapter  in  his  long  and  active  life 
is  the  story  of  his  gallant  services  in  the  Civil  war, 
where  he  rose  from  the  rank  of  private  to  that  of 
major,  being  promoted  through  successive  grades 
for  his  courageous  conduct  in  the  field.  He  was 
in  eighteen  hard-fought  battles,  and  on  two  oc- 
casions was  personally  complimented  by  General 
Warren  Crawford  for  his  brave  conduct  and  soldier- 
ly bearing. 

The  Major  was  born  June  9,  1821,  at  Spaf- 
ford,  'Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  comes  of  good 
Colonial  ancestry  in  both  paternal  and  maternal 
lines.  Billdad  Barber,  his  grandfather,  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  Moses  Norton, 
his  father,  served  with  the  American  forces  dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812,  a cannon  ball  picked  up  by 
him  after  the  battle  of  Lundy’s  Lane,  being  now  one 
of  the  Major’s  cherished  possessions.  Moses  Nor- 
ton was  born  and  reared  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn., 
where  he  married  Percy  Barber,  a native  of  the 
same  county  and  daughter  of  Billdad  Barber,  who 
served  four  years  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was 
one  of  the  sufferers  at  Valley  Forge.  After  his  re- 
turn from  the  army  our  subject’s  father  removed 
to  Spafford,  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
bought  land  and  cleared  a farm.  In  1848  he  went 
to  Jones  county,  Iowa,  where  he  and  his  worthy 
wife  died  many  years  ago.  They  had  ten  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest:  (1)  Loren, 
born  in  1880  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  married 
Miss  Lydia  Bacon,  of  New  York  State,  and  even- 
tually settled  at  Lanesboro,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing and  hotel-keeping  until  his  death.  (2)  Everest 
married  a Miss  Picket,  and  settled  for  a time  in 
New  York  State,  but  later  moved  to  Eaton  county, 
Mich.,  where  he  died  leaving  a family.  (3)  Harmon 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  where  he  married,  and 
he  and  his  family  joined  with  Joseph  Smith  of  “Mor- 
mon fame,”  in  Susquehana  county.  Later  he  moved 
to  Navoo,  111.,  and  from  there  to  Salt  Lake  City, 
where  he  died  leaving  a family.  (4)  Philo  was  born 
in  New  York  State.  He  married  a Miss  Cowan  and 
removed  to  Jones  county,  Iowa,  where  he  died  leav- 
ing a family.  (5)  Theda,  born  in  New  York  State, 
became  the  wife  of  Peter  Picket,  of  New  York, 
and  moved  to  Michigan,  where  they  died  leaving  a 
family.  (6)  Esther,  born  in  New  York  State,  mar- 
ried Royal  Pulsifer  and  settled  at  or  near  Little 
Meadows,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  where  she  and  her  hus- 
band died  leaving  one  son,  Newel,  now  a resident 
of  Iowa.  (7)  Amanda,  born  in  New  York  State, 
married  first  a Mr.  Newton  of  Tioga  county,  Penn., 
who  left  one  son,  Philo  Newton,  now  deceased. 
Her  second  husband,  a Mr.  Williams,  died  in  Lit- 


1258 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


tie  Meadows,  Penn.,  leaving  a number  of  sons,  now 
scattered.  (8)  Erastus  was  born  and  reared  in 
Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  and  after  his  marriage 
settled  on  a farm  there.  He  died  leaving  several 
children,  who  still  reside  in  that  county.  (9)  Bird, 
born  in  New  York  State,  married  and  moved  to 
Iowa.  He  enlisted  in  the  5th  la.  Vol.  Cav.  during 
the  Civil  war  and  died  of  wounds  received  at  Knox- 
ville, Tennessee. 

As  a boy  our  subject  attended  the  schools  near 
the  old  homestead  in  Onondaga  county,  and  he  also 
took  a course  in  Homer  Academy,  in  Cortland  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  he  graduated.  He  became  a success- 
ful teacher,  spending  twelve  years  in  that  work 
in  New  York  State  and  Michigan.  He  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade  in  early  manhood.  In  1844  he 
married  a Miss  Sarah  Thayer,  of  Skaneateles,  N. 
Y.,  the  daughter  of  Sanford  Thayer,  and  a member 
of  an  old  and  highly  respected  family  of  Connect- 
icut and  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.  For  about  a year 
they  resided  in  Michigan,  and  in  1852  they  removed 
to  Lanesboro,  where  our  subject  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a carpenter  and  joiner,  but  his  work  was 
interrupted  in  1861  by  his  enlistment  under  the 
three-months’  call  in  Company  Iv,  6th  Penn.  Re- 
serves. At  Camp  Curtin  the  regiment  enlisted  for 
three  years,  being  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  at  Washington  in  May,  1861.  At  his  first 
engagement,  December  20,  1861,  at  Drainsville, 
Va.,  the  enemy  was  defeated  with  heavy  losses, 
and  while  there  his  company  elected  him  first  ser- 
geant. In  December,  1862,  he  was  wounded  in 
the  hip  at  Fredericksburg  and  captured,  and  the 
next  three  months  were  spent  in  Libby  prison.  The 
hardships  and  privations  endured  there  so  reduced 
his  strength  that  he  was  sent  to  a hospital  at  Annap- 
olis after  his  exchange.  On  his  return  to  his  regi- 
ment he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commissary 
sergeant,  as  be  was  not  able  to  perform  the  duties 
of  post  sergeant,  and  as  such  he  participated  in  the 
engagement  at  Mine  Run,  Peebles  Farm,  Spottsyl- 
vania  C.  H.,  North  Anna,  and  other  battles.  His 
term  having  expired  in  May,  1864,  he  remained 
with  his  regiment  until  the  end  of  its  term,  but  in 
the  meantime  (December,  1863),  re-enlisted  as  a 
veteran,  and  when  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  were 
mustered  out  in  May,  1864,  the  veterans  were  con- 
solidated into  two  regiments,  numbered  190  and  191. 
He  was  apppointed  first  lieutenant  of  Company  E, 
191st  P.  V.  I.,  on  June  6,  1864,  and  promoted  to 
captain  in  August  following.  He  was  again  wound- 
ed while  on  picket  duty.  While  in  hospital  both 
the  190th  and  191st  were  captured  at  Weldon  R. 
R.  On  his  return  he  took  command  of  four  com- 
panies, and  at  the  battle  of  Hatcher’s  Run  he  had 
command  of  the  regiment  as  senior-captain.  He 
was  engaged  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
and  around  Petersburg,  and  in  February,  1865,  was 
engaged  in  the  Weldon  R.  R.  raid.  His  regiment 
was  in  the  5th  Corps  under  Gen.  Warren.  From 
that  time  he  was  constantly  engaged  in  fighting, 
the  severest  battles  being  at  Hatcher's  Run,  White 


Oaks  Road,  Gravelly  Run,  and  Five  Forks,  where 
Gen.  Warren  was  relieved  of  his. command.  Here  the 
Major  earned  and  received  brevet  honors.  With  four 
men  he  captured  a redoubt  of  eighteen  men  with  their 
guns,  marching  them  in  as  prisoners.  The  battle  of 
Five  Forks  occurred  on  April  1,  1865,  and  resulted 
in  the  capture  of  7,000  prisoners,  of  which  the  above 
mentioned  were  the  first  taken.  In  recognition  of  his 
bravery  and  gallant  conduct  in  this  battle  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  brevet  major  of  United 
States  Volunteers.  On  April  9,  1865,  he  was  en- 
gaged at  Appomatox,  and  was  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Lee  which  ended  the  war.  Politi- 
cally he  is  an  Independent,  and  he  has  held  all  the 
offices  in  the  township,  serving  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  fifteen  years. 

Mrs.  Norton,  who  has  been  for  more  than  fifty 
years  an  efficient  aid  to  her  husband  in  his  enter- 
prises, is  a lady  of  culture  and  public  spirit,  and  her 
self-sacrificing  devotion  to  the  Union  cause  was- 
shown  in  her  assumption  of  all  the  responsibilities- 
and  cares  of  the  home  during  the  Major’s  long  ab- 
sence at  the  front.  Of  their  four  children  all  have 
been  educated  in  the  schools  of  Susquehanna : ( 1 ) 
Leancler,  who  was  born  in  Michigan,  taught  school 
successfully  for  a number  of  terms  and  is  now  a car- 
penter in  Susquehanna.  He  is  not  married.  (2) 
Lenora,  born  in  New  York  State,  married  first 
Jason  Morse,  of  Jackson,  who  died  in  Lanesboro, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Mabel,  now  the  wife  of 
Dwight  Twain,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Morse 
later  married  Frank  Whitmarsh,  now  a resident 
of  Binghamton,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  EtheL 
(3)  Flora,  twin  of  Lenora,  married  Dexter  S.  Car- 
penter, of  Harford,  since  moved  to  San  Francisco, 
where  he  held  a lucrative  position  as  cashier  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  S.  S.  Co.  Mrs.  Carpenter  died  in 
1896,  leaving  one  daughter,  Caro.  (4)  Andrew,  born 
in  Susquehanna  in  1854,  went  to  California  in  early 
manhood.  For  some  years  he  was  principal  of  a 
school,  and  he  is  now  located  at  Monteroy  as  man- 
ager of  a steamship  company.  He  married  a Miss 
Berry,  now  deceased. 

JACOB  W.  PALMER,  a retired  farmer  of 
Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna  county,  has  by  shrewd 
judgment,  excellent  management,  untiring  industry, 
and  fair  business  transactions,  acquired  sufficient 
property  to  enable  him  now,  in  his  declining  years, 
to  give  up  business  cares,  and  enjoy  the  results  of 
his  former  labors. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  born  in  Gilboa,  Schoharie  Co., 
N.  Y.,  May  9,  1837,  a son  of  James  and  Hulda 
(Vorris)  Palmer,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  New 
York,  respectively.  The  father,  who  was  a team- 
ster by  occupation,  died  at  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  in  May, 
1857,  aged  forty-eight  years,  the  mother  in  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.,  in  1878,  aged  sixty.  In.  their 
family  were  the  following  children : Helen,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Martin;  Emma,  wife  of  Peter  Pulver,. 
of  Trout  Creek,  N.  Y. ; Jacob  W.,  our  subject  7 
Rise,  deceased ; Martha,  wife  of  Alexander  Lock- 
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wood,  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Rosalie,  wife  of 
George  Darling,  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y. ; and 
Mary,  wife  of  Frank  Mackey,  of  the  same  county. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jonathan 
Palmer,  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a carpen- 
ter by  trade,  while  the  maternal  grandparents,  Ja- 
cob and  Triphena  Vorris,  were  natives  of  Germany. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  Jacob  W.  Palmer 
commenced  his  business  career  as  a teamster,  and 
was  thus  employed  until  1856,  when  he  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  and  there  worked  as  a farm 
hand  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  In  August, 
1862,  he  joined  the  boys  in  blue  as  a member  of 
Company  H,  141st  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Casper  W. 
Tyler,  and  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  for  three  years  at  Montrose,  Penn.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Third  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Gettysburg  and  Mine  Run.  At  the  last 
named  engagement,  November  27,  1863,  Mr.  Palm- 
er was  shot  through  the  right  thigh  by  two  buck 
shots  and  a minie  ball,  and  after  spending  one  night 
in  the  field  hospital  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  but  it  was  a week  before  his  wound 
was  properly  dressed.  He  remained  in  the  hospital 
for  thirteen  months,  and  for  eight  months  of  that 
time  was  confined  to  his  bed.  On  being  discharged 
from  the  hospital,  he  was  on  wagon  watch  for  the 
government  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  drove  a 
government  team  until  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  in  June,  1865. 

On  September  16,  1857,  in  Franklin  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Palmer  married  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Stockholm,  and  they  now  have  a family  of 
six  children,  namely : William  J.,  of  Sidney,  N.  Y., 
married  Ida  Robertson  and  has  four  children — 
Floyd,  Erie,  Guy  and  Bessie;  Walter,  of  Michigan, 
married  Agnes  Rowe,  and  has  six  children — isey, 
Charles,  Rise,  Selena,  Nettie  and  Alice;  Charles, 
living  in  Franklin  Forks,  married  Minerva  De- 
pew, and  has  four  children — Plalsey,  Byron,  Iveron 
and  Selma;  Frederick,  of  Festershire,  N.  Y., 
married  Cora  Gonsalus,  and  has  one  daughter — 
Ethel ; Albert,  of  Unadilla,  N.  Y.,  married  Louella 
Ackerman ; and  Ernest  is  at  home. 

Mrs.  Palmer  was  born  in  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.,  September  16,  1839,  a daughter  of  William 
and  Charlotte  (Brown)  Stockholm,  also  natives  of 
that  county.  They  removed  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
in  1850,  and  in  1852  took  up  their  residence  upon 
the  farm  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  their  son  George  Perry  now  resides. 
The  father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
throughout  life,  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  former  died  in  October, 
1878,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  the  latter  in  April, 
1883,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  and  both  were  buried 
in  Lawsville  cemetery.  In  their  family  were  the 
• following  children : Abby  J.,  wife  of  Charles  Maury, 
of  Hallstead,  Penn.;  Rachel  A.,  deceased;  Aaron 


E.,  a farmer  of  Liberty  township;  Sarah  E.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  John  J.,  a merchant  of  Hickory 
Grove,  Susquehanna  county ; George  P.,  a farmer 
of  Franklin  township;  Mary  Ella,  deceased;  Kate 
L.,  wife  of  Gus  Howser,  a confectioner  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; Francis  M.  and  Lottie  E.,  both  de- 
ceased; Henrietta,  wife  of  Nathan  Jones,  a farmer 
of  Middletown,  Penn. ; Albert,  who  died  in  Hall- 
stead,  Penn.;  and  Ida  L.,  wife  of  Charles  Miller,  of 
Paterson,  N.  J.  Mrs.  Palmer’s  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Aaron  and  Martha  (Griffin)  Stockholm, 
and  her  maternal  grandparents  were  Joshua  and 
Nancy  Brown,  all  of  Dutchess  county,  New  York. 

the  first  year  after  the  war  Mr.  Palmer  spent 
in  resting  and  recuperating,  and  then  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  having  purchased  a farm  in 
Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  which  he 
operated  for  three  years,  and  then  retired,  leaving 
it  to  the  management  of  his  son.  He  continued  to 
reside  thereon,  however,  until  1888,  when  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm  in  Franklin  township, 
and  sold  the  former  place  in  1897.  He  affiliates  with 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  is  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Po- 
litically he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  most  efficiently  served  as  school  director  in 
Liberty  and  Franklin  townships  for  three  years 
each. 

GEORGE  BROTZMAN,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
owning  fifty  acres  of  good  land,  was  born  July  9, 
1830,  m Blairstown,  N.  J.,  son  of  Samuel  and  grand- 
son of  Jacob  and  Susanna  Brotzman,  natives  of  Ger- 
many, who  died  at  Blairstown.  Jacob  Brotzman 
was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

Samuel  Brotzman  was  born  in  Blairstown, 
N.  J.,  and  was  married,  at  Easton,  Penn.,  to  Miss 
Eliza  Moser,  a native  of  that  town,  daughter  of 
George  and  Susan  Moser,  who  were  natives  of 
Germany.  The  young  couple  took  up  their  residence 
in  New  Jersey,  and  thence  in  1837  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  locating  in  South  Auburn, 
where  they  ended  their  days. 

Their  children  were : George,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch ; Jacob,  a farmer  in  Auburn  town- 
ship; Gabriel,  who  died  young;  Edward,  engaged 
in  farming  in  Wisconsin ; Susanna,  wife  of  Lyman 
Carter,  a retired  farmer  of  Waverly,  Penn. ; Sam- 
uel, a farmer  in  Wisconsin  and  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war ; Isaac,  who  died  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  of  diph- 
theria, while  a prisoner,  he  too  having  enlisted  in 
the  Union  service;  William,  who  joined  Company 
L,  13th  P.  V.  C.,  and  was  killed  while  in  the  service ; 
and  Anthony,  farming  on  the  old  homestead  in 
South  Auburn.  The  father  passed  away  in  1890, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years,  the  mother 
in  18C0,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two;  they  were  buried  at 
South  Auburn. 

During  his  boyhood  George  Brotzman  attended 
the  common  schools  and  assisted  his  father,  remain- 
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ing  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  of  age, 
after  which  he  worked  for  other  farmers  until  com- 
ing to  his  present  farm,  in  the  spring  of  1857.  He 
purchased  the  property  from  Nelson  Roberts.  On 
September  12,  1852,  he  was  married,  in  Auburn 
township,  to  Miss  Adelia  Bump,  who  was  born 
September  26,  1830,  in  Bradford  county,  Penn., 
daughter  of  George  and  Theodosia  (Beeman) 
Bump,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Fishkill, 
N.  Y.,  son  of  Jacob  and  Millicent  (Waterson) 
Bump,  natives  of  England  and  Connecticut,  respect- 
ively, who  died  at  Wyalusing,  Penn.;  Jacob  Bump 
was  a farmer  by  occupation.  Mrs.  Theodosia  (Bee- 
man)  Bump  was  born  in  Rocky  Forest,  Wyoming 
Co.,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Esther  (Beer- 
ley)  Beeman,  of  Connecticut,  both  of  whom  died  in 
New  York  State.  George  Bump  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  in  1809,  locating  first  in  Forest  Lake 
township,  subsequently  lived  in  Bradford  county  for 
a time,  and  finally,  in  1838,  settled  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  Fie  passed  away 
April  3,  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and  was 
interred  in  the  Camptown  (Penn.)  cemetery;  his 
wife,  who  died  December  3,  1880,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-five,  is  buried  in  Bradford  county. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Lovisa,  Mrs.  Isaac  Greek,  deceased ; Isaac  and  Es- 
ther, both  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; 
Adelia,  Mrs.  Brotzman ; Hannah,  Mrs.  Ransford 
Ford,  deceased ; Harriet,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  ; 
Aaron,  a farmer  of  West  Auburn  township  (he 
was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war)  ; Jacob,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years ; and  Dennis  L.,  a farmer  of 
Evergreen,  Penn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brotzman  have 
had  four  children,  namely:  Elmer  P.,  who  is  a 
farmer  of  Foster,  Penn,  (he  married  Sarah  Swack- 
hammer)  ; Harvey  T.,  a farmer  of  LaPlume,  Penn, 
(he  married  Id.  Eliza  Warner)  ; Emma  E.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years ; and  George 
L.,  who  lives  with  his  parents  (he  served  during 
the  late  war  with  Spain  as  a member  of  Company 
G,  Thirteenth  P.  V.  I.)  The  parents  are  members 
of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Politically  Mr.  Brotzman  is 
a Republican. 

This  sketch  would  be  incomplete  without  some 
mention  of  Mr.  Brotzman’s  war  record.  He  enlist- 
ed, in  September,  1862,  for  nine  months,  at  Mont- 
rose, Penn.,  in  Company  A,  151st  P.  V.  I.,  First 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged July  29,  1863,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term, 
at  Harrisburg,  Penn.  On  July  1,  1863,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  right  thigh  at  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg and  was  taken  to  the  hospitals  at  Little  York 
and  Gettysburg,  being  disabled  for  three  months. 
On  March  18,  1864,  he  re-enlisted,  at  Scranton, 
Penn.,  this  time  in  Company  H,  4th  P.  V.  C.  On 
September  19,  1864,  he  was  wounded  in  the  left 
lireast  by  a fragment  of  a shell  and  was  sent  to  hos- 
pital at  Winchester,  Va.,  being  transferred  thence  to 
A\  ilmington,  Del.,  and  he  was  unfit  for  duty  for 
about  five  months.  In  October,  1864,  he  was  given  a 


twenty-days’  furlough,  and  in  February,  1865,  at 
Chapin’s  Farm,  he  was  transferred  to  Company  E, 
54th  P.  V.  L,  being  detailed  as  stretcher-bearer  in 
the  ambulance  corps  and  serving  as  such  for  two 
months.  In  April,  1865,  he  was  captured,  at  High 
Bridge,  and  he  was  paroled  and  sent  to  Annapolis, 
Md.,  where  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
service  on  May  31,  1865.  Mr.  Brotzman  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Lynch- 
burg, Snicker’s  Gap,  Berryville,  both  engagements 
at  Winchester,  and  the  .memorable  Lynchburg  raid, 
when  his  command  marched  600  miles.  His  feet 
were  swollen  and  covered  with  blisters,  rheuma- 
tism set  in,  and  the  long  and  severe  march  would 
probably  have  proved  fatal  to  him  had  it  not  been 
for  the  kindness  of  his  comrades,  who  shared  their 
provisions  with  him  to  . keep  him  from  starving. 
As  it  was  he  was  so-  weak  that  they  bid  him  good- 
bye more  than  once,  never  expecting  to  see  him 
again,  but  he  lived  through  all  the  hardships.  He 
has  engaged  in  farming  since  his  return  from  the 
war,  on  his  place  of  fifty  acres  in  Auburn  township, 
which  yields  him  a comfortable  living.  He  is  highly 
respected  in  the  community,  where  he  is  well  known. 
Mr.  Brotzman  has  had  two  rather  serious  accidents : 
On  February  22,  1886,  while  drawing  wood,  he  had 
his  right  leg  broken,  being  incapacitated  for  about 
a year,  and  in  the  fall  of  1892,  while  drawing  wood, 
his  sled  tipped  over  when  he  was  about  a mile  from 
home  and  he  had  his  right  shoulder  broken;  he  un- 
hitched, however,  and  drove  the  horses  home. 

NOBLE  L.  TFIOMAS,  justice  of  the  peace 
for  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a 
leading  lumberman  and  agriculturist  of  that  locality, 
owning  a large  tract  of  land  near  Stevens  Point. 
As  a citizen  his  sound  judgment  and  integrity  make 
him  deservedly  popular,  and  his  fellow  townsmen 
frequently  call  him  to  fill  offices  of  responsibility. 

He  was  born  August  26,  1825,  in  Litchfield 
county,  Conn.,  where  his  ancestors  in  both  paternal 
and  maternal  lines  settled  in  an  early  day.  Starr 
Thomas,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut in  1798,  and  married  Miss  Annie  Stoddard,  also 
a native  of  that  State,  born  in  1805.  In  1837  he  re- 
moved with  his  wife  and  family,  then  consisting  of 
seven  children,  to  Great  Bend  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  the  journey  being  made  with  wagons. 
He  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  and  cleared  a 
farm  which  he  sold  a few  years  later  to  our  subject 
and  his  brother.  For  some  time  he  made  his  home 
in  Hickory  Grove,  where  he  built  a residence,  but 
his  remaining  years  were  spent  with  his  children. 
He  was  active  in  local  politics,  first  as  a Whig  and 
later  as  a Republican,  and  for  many  years  he  and  his 
wife  were  leading  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  their  locality.  He  died  in  1873, 
and  his  wife  survived  him  about  ten  years.  Of  their 
large  family  of  children : ( 1 ) Murat  settled  in 

Ohio,  where  he  died  leaving  a widow,  formerly  , 
Miss  Mary  Moore,  of  Oakland,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. They  had  three  children — Charles,  who  re- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1261 


sides  with  his  mother  in  Oklahoma,  and  Oscar  and 
Noble,  both  deceased.  (2)  Noble  L.,  our  subject, 
was  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  t3)  Ndgar  engaged 
in  farming  at  New  Milford,  ana  then  removed  to 
Red  Rock,  but  later  became  interested  in  the  flour 
and  feed  business  at  Susquehanna,  bor  five  years 
he  followed  lumbering  at  Bethel  Hill,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  bought  a tract  of  timber,  and  he 
afterward  settled  at  Lanesboro,  purchasing  the  Jona- 
than Taylor  property.  His  death  occurred  there  in 
1892.  He  and  his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Sallie  A. 
Taylor,  of  Great  Bend,  had  the  following  children — 
Cora,  deceased,  who  married  Le  G.  Benson,  cashier 
of  the  City  National  Bank,  of  Susquehanna;  Ida, 
wife  of  H.  W.  French,  of  Lanesboro,  and  Mary 
and  Emma,  who  both  died  in  childhood.  (4)  Har- 
riet, born  in  Connecticut  in  1829,  married  James 
Me  Elwee,  of  Ulster  county,  N.  T.,  and  for  some 
time  they  resided  on  the  Thomas  homestead.  Later 
they  removed  to  New  Milford,  where  he  died; 
Mrs.  McElwee  died  in  Lanesboro  some  years  after- 
ward. They  had  two  children,  Walker,  a railway 
engineer,  who  resided  in  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.,  and 
Celia,  wife  of  Josiah  Brown,  of  California.  (5) 
■Jerome,  born  in  Connecticut  in  1832,  married  Miss 
Mary  Mayo,  of  Great  Bend,  and  is  now  living  in 
retirement  at  Clyde,  near  Chicago,  111.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war  from  New  York  State,  and 
served  to  the  close  of  the  struggle.  He  has  two 
children — Flora  Thomas,  born  in  Great  Bend,  mar- 
ried Thomas  Jerman,  and  now  resides  in  Clyde, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  business;  and  William, 
single,  who  also  resides  in  Clyde,  111.  (6)  Caroline 
died  in  Connecticut  when  five  years  old.  (7)  James, 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1836,  married  Miss  Eliza 
Brown,  of  Great  Bend,  where  they  settled  for  a 
short  time.  He  then  returned  to  Connecticut  for 
a time,  but  later  settled  in  Lanesboro,  where  he  was 
foreman  in  Fulmer's  tannery  for  five  or  six  years 
and  at  present  he  is  foreman  for  a lumber  firm  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  has  one  son,  Ray,  who  is 
a clerk  in  one  of  the  leading  stores  of  Binghamton. 
(8)  Mary  A.,  born  at  Great  Bend,  married  Will- 
iam Thompkins,  of  Liberty,  and  died  soon  after, 
leaving  no  family. 

Our  subject  was  educated  chiefly  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Great  Bend,  and  as  a young  man 
became  interested  in  lumbering.  In  1851  he  bought 
real  estate  at  New  Milford,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing and  lumbering  for  five  years,  and  on  selling 
his  property  he  removed  to  Hickory  Grove,  where 
he  remained  four  years.  In  i860  he  settled  at 
Bethel  Hill,  and  for  eighteen  years  he  was  engaged 
in  lumbering  and  farming  there.  In  1874  lie  lo- 
cated in  Lanesboro,  building  a handsome  residence, 
which  he  now  rents,  and  since  1888  he  has  resided 
at  his  present  homestead,  where  he  has  built  a mill 
and  does  an  extensive  business  in  sawing  lumber. 
He  is  a steadfast  Republican  politically,  and  he 
served  some  time  as  supervisor,  auditor  and  school 
director,  while  as  justice  of  the  peace  he  gives  en- 
tire satisfaction  to  the  community.  His  public  spirit 


has  been  shown  in  many  ways,  and  he  is  active  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  has  given  liberally  to  the  support  of 
that  denomination. 

In  1849  Squire  Thomas  married  Miss  Pamelia 
J.  Taylor,  who  was  born  at  Great  Bend  in  1833, 
and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  locality. 
Her  parents,  William  and  Elizabeth  Taylor,  came 
from  Vermont  in  pioneer  times,  and  were  among 
the  leading  residents  of  Great  Bend  township.  She 
was  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  a 
consistent  Christian,  and  her  death,  which  occurred 
at  Lanesboro  in  1888,  was  mourned  by  a large  circle 
of  friends.  The  two  children  of  this  union  were 
born  at  New  Milford,  and  died  at  Bethel,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Sidney  F.,  born  in  May,  1850,  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Lanesboro,  and  was  a most  promising 
young  man,  taking  an  interest  in  his  father’s  busi- 
ness, and  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
with  which  he  united  in  boyhood.  Alice  A.,  born 
in  September,  1851,  attended  school  in  Susquehanna, 
and  her  death,  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  cut 
short  a life  that  seemed  full  of  bright  hopes. 

SEBASTIAN  K.  BRONG.  For  four  genera- 
tions the  name  of  Sebastian  Brong  nas  been  promi- 
nent in  life  and  local  history  of  Monroe  county.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fourth  in  direct  line  of 
descent  from  the  original  pioneer  of  the  name  in 
this  county,  and  each  ancestor  worthily  bore  the 
name  and  added  to  its  honor  and  public  esteem.  Our 
subject  was  a veteran  in  his  country's  service  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  and  has,  since  his  honorable  dis- 
charge, won  for  himself  a home  and  competence,  and 
gained  a position  of  prominence  and  high  respect 
among  his  fellowmen,  amid  the  scenes  of  ancestral 
history. 

His  great-grandfather,  Sebastian  G.  Brong,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  in  the  Colonial  days  of  Penn- 
sylvania, accompanied  by  a brother,  left  the  Father- 
land  and  sought  freedom  in  the  New  World.  The 
two  brothers  settled  in  Bucks  county.  While  there 
the  fires  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle  burst  forth, 
and  Sebastian  took  up  the  cause  of  his  adopted 
land,  and  served  faithfully  in  the  artillery  depart- 
ment of  the  military  forces.  His  brother  remained 
in  Bucks  county,  where  some  of  his  descendants  re- 
side to  this  day  ';  others  reside  at  Allentown,  White- 
hall and  various  parts  of  Lehigh  Co.,  Penn.  But 
Sebastian,  filled  with  the  enthusiasm  and  courage 
of  the  pioneer,  migrated  to  what  is  now  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  but  which  was  then 
a part  of  Northampton  county.  Here  he  remained 
through  life,  and  died  leaving  to  his  children  the 
heritage  of  industry  and  integrity,  and  his  remains 
rest  in  the  Reformed  Lutheran  cemetery  near  Gil- 
berts, Monroe  county. 

Sebastian  Brong,  his  son,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  married  Barbara  Horn,  and,  like  his 
pioneer  father,  remained  in  Monroe  county  through 
life,  following  the  vocations  of  a farmer.  He  had 
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seven  children:  Adam,  Sally,  Sebastian  (3),  Peter, 
John,  lacob,  and  Barbara  (Mrs.  Jacob  Dorsheimer). 

Sebastian  Brong  (3),  the  father  of  om  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Chestnut  Hill  township  in  1804. 
He  was  reared  among  the  privations  of  the  agricul- 
tural life  of  his  time,  but  conquered  conditions  and 
became  a citizen  of  prominence  in  the  community 
Besides  engaging  in  farming  he  was  a sawyer,  and 
in  the  surrounding  forests  he  found  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  the  exercise  of  his  willing  and  effective 
energies.  He  was  a leading  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  held  various  township  offices. 
He  married  Margaret  Kresge,  the  daughter  of 
Philip  Kresge,  a prominent  settler  of  Monroe  county, 
and  to  Sebastian  and  Margaret  Brong  were  born 
the  following  children:  Philip,  a bachelor,  living 
with  his  brother,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Sally  Ann, 
who  married  Samuel  Weiss,  of  Brodheadsville  and 
is  now  deceased;  William,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Barbara,  who  died  young ; Amelia,  wife  of  W illiam 
Dorsheimer,  a railroad  telegrapher  at  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn. ; Angeline,  who  married  Jerome  Mansfield, 
of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased;  Se- 
bastian K. ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jacob  Lanfer,  a mer- 
chant of  Weatherly,  Penn. ; Elias,  who  married 
Margaret  Motz,  and  is  now  deceased;  Oliver,  who 
died  unmarried ; and  Emma,  wife  of  Wilson  Kresge, 
a farmer  and  butcher  of  Chestnut  Hill  township. 
The  father  died  February  25,  1879,  aged  seventy- 
five  years ; the  mother  in  1894,  aged  eighty-three 
years,  and  their  remains  rest  in  the  Brodheadsville 
cemetery. 

Sebastian  K.  Brong  was  born  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  S.  Rees  Gerarhart,  but  then  owned 
by  his  father,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  December 
10,  1841.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  lie 
was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  enlisted 
March  29,  1864,  for  three  years  in  Company  B(Capt. 
John  Nichols),  51st  P.  V.  I.  He  served  to  the 
end  of  the  war  and  participated  in  twelve  engage- 
ments, including  the  terrible  fighting  in  the  wilder- 
ness, at  Cold  Harbor,  Spottsylvania,  Petersburg, 
etc.  Fortunately  he  escaped  without  a wound,  and 
lie  was  mustered  out  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  July  27, 
1865. 

After  his  discharge  he  returned  home  and  there 
remained  until  his  marriage  March  4,  1866,  at 
Sciota,  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  to  Margaret  Getz, 
who  was  born  in  Ross  township  June  19,  1842,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Dotter)  Getz, 
and  granddaughter  of  Conrad  and  Margaret 
(Weiss)  Getz.  Conrad  Getz  was  a farmer  of  Polk 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  had  served  in  the  war 
of  1812.  His  son  Henry  married  Catherine,  daughter 
of  Jacob  Dotter,  (who  had  married  a Miss  Richell, 
and  was  a lifelong  farmer  of  Polk  township).  Henry 
Getz  was  a merchant  at  Mcllhaney,  serving  for  many 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  filling  various  other 
local  offices.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
died  in  July,  1885,  aged  seventy-four.  His  wife, 
Catherine,  died  in  May,  1893,  aged  eighty-three 


years.  Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  are  buried  side  by  side  in  the  Brodheadsville 
cemetery.  The  family  of  Henry  and  Catherine  Getz 
consisted  of  the  following  children:  Julia  Ann,  who 
married  Peter  Young,  and  is  now  deceased;  Mary, 
who  married  Isaac  Hess,  and  is  now  deceased ; Will- 
iam, a farmer  of  Mt.  Bethel,  Penn.,  who  married 
Sally  A.  Mufley  ; Henry,  deceased,  Margaret,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Catherine,  who  married  Adam  Arable, 
and  is  now  deceased;  Lucinda,  who  first  married 
Joseph  Hessler,  and  whose  second  husband  was 
William  Olerwine,  of  Slatington,  Penn.;  Clemenzs, 
who  married  Carolina  Kindt,  and  resides  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Ross  township;  Conrad,  a farmer 
and  carpenter,  who  married  Sophia  Serfass,  and 
who  lives  in  Kansas ; and  Arvine,  who  married 
Samuel  Weiss,  of  Brodheadsville,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

The  children  born  to  Sebastian  K.  and  Mar- 
garet (Getz)  Brong  are  as  follows:  Francis  S.,  born 
February  4,  1867,  married  Jennie  Irvin  July  6,  1893, 
and  is  proprietor  and  publisher  of  the  Luzerne 
Standard,  Luzerne,  Mo.  ; Catherine,  born  May  21, 
1868,  was  married  February  22,  1894,  to  James 
Krone,  a farmer  of  Effort,  Penn.;  William  IT,  born 
December  4,  1869,  a Reformed  Church  minister, 
mentioned  below;  George  S.,  born  April  10,  1871, 
a salesman  at  Weissport,  Penn.,  married  Cora 
Kresge,  May  4,  1894;  Effie  J.,  December  17,  1872, 
formerly  a school  teacher,  married  July  4,  1899,  to 
Victor  E.  Williamson,  a salesman  at  Moorestown, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn.;  Arvina  C.,  September  16, 
1874,  died  of  diphtheria  March  28,  1885  ; P.  Monroe, 
February  13,  1876,  married  Emma  Bond,  December 
24,  1898,  and  is  a school  teacher  at  home ; Sally  A., 
May  22,  1878;  Anna  R.,  January  9,  1881,  died  of 
diphtheria  April  2,  1885  ; Calvin,  April  6,  1882,  a 
student  at  Fairview  Academy;  Lillie  A.,  December 
1 2,  1884,  at  home;  Oscar  S.,  December  27,  1886, 
at  home.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  settled 
upon  his  present  fertile  and  well-improved  farm. 
It  was  then  almost  a wilderness,  containing  in  the 
way  of  improvements  a small  house  and  shed.  It  was 
the  old  Hoodmacher  farm,  and  was  purchased  from 
Mr.  Moodmacher  by  our  subject.  Mr.  Brong  has 
demonstrated  that  he  is  a good  farmer.  He  has  not 
only  brought  to  a high  state  of  cultivation  his  broad 
acres,  led  the  way  in  modern  methods  of  farming, 
and  made  reasonable  financial  provision  against  the 
future,  but  has  been  an  influential  citizen  of  the 
county,  interested  in  the  causes  which  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  fellowmen.  He  has  served  the  town- 
ship for  two  years  as  supervisor,  and  for  the  past 
three  years  has  been  an  elder  of  the  Reformed 
Church. 

Rev.  William  H.  Brong,  son  of  Sebastian  K. 
Brong,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  is  a young  man 
who  is  devoting  his  life  work  to  the  Gospel  minis- 
try, and  is  now  pastor  of  the  Tannersville  Reformed 
charge,  consisting  of  four  congregations,  viz. : 
Grace  church,  Tannersville,  St.  Mark's  church, 
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Appenzell,  Salem’s  Church,  Houser  Mills,  and  St. 
Paul’s  Church,  Paradise.  He  was  born  in  Chest- 
nut Hill  township  December  4,  1869.  Until  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  he  lived  on  his  father’s  farm  the 
life  of  a farmer  boy.  He  then  became  a student  at 
Fairview  Academy,  Brodheadsville.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  began  teaching  school  in  Monroe 
county,  continuing  for  a period  of  six  years,  procur- 
ing at  the  close  of  his  teaching  career  a teacher’s 
permanent  certificate  from  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  summer  he  'attended  Fairview 
Academy,  where  a portion  of  the  time  he  assisted 
in  teaching.  In  1893,  he  entered  Franklin  and  Marsh- 
all College  at  Lancaster,  Penn.,  to  take  a mental 
scientific  course.  The  following  year  he  took  up  the 
study  of  theology  in  connection  with  his  college 
work  in  the  Reformed  Theological  Seminary  at 
Lancaster,  Penn.,  graduating  in  May,  1897.  Rev. 
Brong  was  elected  to  the  Tannersville  charge  June 
12,  1897,  and  was  ordained  August  8,  the  same 
year,  and  during  his  first  two  years  he  received 
ninety-six  new  members  into  the  charge.  He 
publishes  a small  paper  called  Reformed  Parish 
Helper. 

On  January  1,  1900,  Rev.  William  H.  Brong 
was  united  in  holy  wedlock  to  Miss  Clara  H.  Leidy, 
daughter  of  Washington  F.  Leidy,  a merchant  at 
New'  Hanover,  Montgomery  county,  Penn.  She  is 
a descendant  of  Rev.  John  Philip  Leidich,  a Re- 
formed missionary  from  South  Holland,  who  came 
to  this  country  in  the  year  1748,  as  an  assistant  to 
Rev.  Michael  Schlatter,  the  first  Reformed  mission- 
ary in  the  United  States.  By  his  earnest  solicitation 
Rev.  Brong  has  procured  a parsonage  for  the  Tan- 
nersville Reformed  charge  and  made  many  needed 
improvements  in  the  churches.  As  an  earnest 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  he  is.  achieving  great  good 
for  the  people  of  his  ministry. 

CORNELIUS  B.  DIBBLE,  deceased,  an  agri- 
culturist of  energy  and  ability,  who  made  his  home 
upon  his  farm  in  Preston  township,  Wayne  county, 
from  1872  until  his  death,  October  1,  1899, 
was  born  in  Bovina,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  August 
3,  1835.  His  father,  Cornelius  Dibble,  Sr.,  who 
was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  married  Mary 
Lewis,  daughter  of  James  Lewis,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  Perry,  Jehial, 
William,  Thomas,  Charles,  Noah,  James,  Lewis, 
Delight  Ann  and  Cornelius.  The  mother  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  the  father,  after 
surviving  her  several  years,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two. 

Like  most  farmers'  sons  of  his  day,  Cornelius 
Dibble,  Jr.,  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  on 
March  14,  1857,  he  married  Miss  E.  McMurray,  a 
native  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.  Her  father, 
George  McMurray,  was  born  in  Ireland,  of  Scotch 
parentage,  and  in  early  life  married  Jane  Miller. 
Fie  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  his  wife  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  Their  children  were  Doro- 


thea, John,  Jane,  James,  Robert,  Ruth,  Eliza,  W. 
M.,  George,  Mary  and  Nancy. 

Coming  to' Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1872,  Mr. 
Dibble  purchased  what  was  known  as  the  John 
Carr  place  at  Preston  Centre,  which  is  beautifully 
located  near  Spruce  Lake,  and  less  than  two  miles 
from  Windwood  on  the  Ontario  & Western  rail- 
road. The  Preston  Centre  Baptist  Church,  and 
the  school  house  are  only  a few  minutes  walk  from 
his  home.  To  his  original  purchase  he  has  added 
other  tracts,  until  at  his  death  he  and  his  son  owned 
233  acres  of  valuable  land  in  one  body.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dibble : Noah 
A.,  who  died  when  nine  years  old ; George  M. ; 
and  Jennie  M.,  now  the  wife  of  Richard  C.  Tem- 
pleton, a blacksmith  residing  at  Preston  Centre. 

George  M.  Dibble,  the  son,  was  born  July  4, 
1861,  and  when  a boy  of  eleven  years  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Wayne  county.  In 
the  schools  of  Preston  township,  he  received  a fair 
education,  to  which  he  has  added  much  by  reading 
and  observation.  He  has  always  remained  upon  the 
old  homestead,  and  with  his  father  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  the  dairy  business. 
He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democracy,  but 
is  broad  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizens  of  his 
township,  and  is  at  present  serving  as  jury  com- 
missioner of  Wayne  county.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Moosic  Lodge  No.  400,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Pleas- 
ant Mount,  Wayne  county.  The  Dibble  home  has 
ever  been  noted  for  its  hospitality,  and  the  friends 
of  the  family  are  many. 

JOSEPH  K.  BRL'GLER,  a well-known  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  has  had  considerable  experience  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  to  which  he  now  devotes  his 
time  and  attention,  and  is  a man  of  good  business 
capacities,  public-spirited  and  liberal,  and  in  all  re- 
spects a valued  member  of  society. 

Mr.  Brugler  was  born  in  Warren  county,  N. 
J.,  May  6,  1849,  a son  °f  Samuel  and  Latishia  (Lina- 
berry)  Brugler,  also  natives  of  that  county,  the 
former  born  in  August,  1821,  the  latter  in  1825. 
In  1859  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  located  on  a farm  in  Auburn  township,  where 
they  still  continue  to  reside.  In  their  family  were 
the  following  children : Peter  J.,  a farmer  of  Au- 
burn township:  Joseph  Iv.,  our  subject;  Jerris,  a 
farmer  of  Fairdale,  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county  ; Judson,  a grocer  of  Oliphant,  Penn. ; Libby, 
deceased  wife  of  Henry  Young;  and  Katie,  wife  of 
William  Stevens,  of  Peckville,  Pennsylvania. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Joseph  K.  Brug- 
ler was  passed  on  the  home  farm.  In  Auburn  town- 
ship, he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Angeline 
Crissman,  and  although  they  have  no  children  of 
their  own,  they  have  given  homes  to  four,  three  of 
whom  they  have  reared  to  man  and  womanhood, 
while  the  fourth  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Mrs. 
Brugler  is  also  a native  of  Warren  county,  N.  J., 


1204 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  is  a daughter  of  Nelson  and  Matilda  Crissman, 
who  were  born  in  Warren  county.  Mr.  Brugler 
continued  to  assist  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm 
until  thirty-three  years  of  age,  and  for  four  years 
engaged  in  farming  upon  a rented  farm  in  Auburn 
township,  after  which  he  purchased  his  present 
place  in  Rush  township.  To  its  further  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  he  has  since  devoted  his  ener- 
gies with  most  gratifying  results  and  has  become 
quite  well-to-do.  He  is  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a pronounced 
Democrat  in  politics. 

CHARLES  DOBELMANN,  the  genial  and 
popular  proprietor  of  the  “Hotel  Lafayette,”  at 
White  Mills,  Wayne  countv,  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  that  locality  and  as  he  has  made  his  own 
way  in  life  his  history  is  of  more  than  ordinary 
interest. 

Mr.  Dobelmann  was  born  in  Loraine,  Germany, 
at  that  time  a province  of  France,  and  his  parents, 
Nicholas  and  Magdalin  (Faltoe)  Dobelmann,  were 
lifelong  residents  of  that  locality.  They  had 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  of  the  former, 
three  (Richard,  John,  and  Charles)  came  to  Ameri- 
ca to  reside.  Richard  arrived  in  New  York  when 
sixteen  years  old  and  being  ardently  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  liberty,  he  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Union 
army  throughout  the  Civil  war,  but  he  has  not  been 
heard  from  since  the  close  of  that  struggle.  He 
never  married.  John  came  to  New  York  in  boy- 
hood, and  was  employed  for  a time  by  Christopher 
Dorflinger  in  his  glass  works  in  that  city.  In  1872 
he  bought  the  business,  and  he  continued  it  on  his 
own  account  until  a few  years  previous  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  August  19,  1897.  He  married  Miss 
Ada  Lucas,  of  New  York  State,  who  survives  him 
and  now  resides  in  New  Haven,  Conn.  They  had 
no  children. 

Our  subject  received  an  excellent  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  place  where  he  also  learned 
the  glass  blower's  trade.  In  1862  he  married  Miss 
Rosile  Girard,  daughter  of  Lerefant  and  Margaret 
Girard,  of  France,  and  the  first  seven  years  of  his 
married  life  were  spent  near  his  old  home.  In  1869 
he  with  his  family  came  to  America  and  for  some 
time  he  remained  in  New  York  City  working  at  his 
trade  with  his  brother  John.  Later  he  removed 
to  White  Mills  to  take  a position  in  C.  Dorflinger’s 
Glass  Works  at  that  place,  but  in  1872  he  returned 
to  New  York  to  enter  the  employ  of  his  brother. 
In  1879  he  settled  permanently  at  White  Mills,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  for  about  seven  years.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1896,  he  purchased  real  estate  near  the 
Erie  deDOt  and  began  building  a large  hotel,  40  x 60 
feet,  with  commodious  outbuildings  and  stables,  and 
this  establishment,  which  is  now  one  of  the  finest 
hotels  in  Wayne  county,  he  has  named  in  honor  of 
his  famous  compatriot  whose  gallant  assistance 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  will  always  be  re- 
membered with  gratitude  by  the  American  people. 
The  house  is  heated  with  hot  air  and  is  fitted  up 


with  every  modern  improvement,  while  the  table 
is  at  all  times  supplied  with  the  best  that  the  market 
affords.  Mr.  Dobelmann’s  unfailing  geniality  and 
politeness  are  strongly  characteristic  of  his  race,  and 
his  guests  find  his  jovial  good  nature  infectious. 
His  prosperity  has  been  well-earned  and  he  may 
survey  with  satisfaction  the  realization  of  his  early 
ambitions.  As  a citizen  he  is  public-spirited  and  al- 
though he  does  not  aspire  to  political  recognition 
he  is  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of  the  Republican 
party.  In  religious  faith  he  and  his  family  are  de- 
vout Catholics  and  he  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Church  at  White  Mills. 

His  home  has  twice  been  invaded  by  death,  his 
first  child,  Albert,  having  died  in  childhood,  and  his 
beloved  wife  passed  away  in  October  1897.  One 
daughter,  Roselin,  survives.  She  was  born  in  Lor- 
aine, at  that  time  a province  of  France,  and  received 
an  excellent  education  in  the  schools  of  New  York 
City.  In  1886  she  married  Mr.  George  Conely,  son 
of  James  and  Mary  Conely,  well-known  among  the 
pioneers  of  Honesdale,  where  he  was  born  and 
reared.  For  some  time  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Cone- 
ly was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  White 
Mills,  but  in  October,  1897,  he  and  his  wife  removed 
to  the  hotel  to  assist  Mr.  Dobelmann  in  its  manage- 
ment. The  family  has  always  been  popular  social- 
ly, and  Mrs.  Conely 's  mental  gifts  and  culture  have 
made  her  an  especial  favorite. 

JOHN  ROBINSON,  proprietor  of  “Orchard 
Farm,”  one  of  the  pleasantest  country  homes  in 
Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Bol- 
ton, England,  April  19,  1826,  a son  of  James  and 
Mary  (Hague)  Robinson,  also  natives  of  England, 
the  former  born  in  Yorkshire.  In  their  family  were 
seven  children,  namely : Samuel,  deceased ; Tamar, 
wife  of  Matthias  Ogden,  of  Dyberry,  now  deceased ; 
John;  Sarah,  wife  of  George  Stearns,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Penn. ; James,  deceased  ; Mary,  wife  of  Mar- 
tin Kimble,  of  Dyberry  township,  Wayne  county; 
and  Hannah,  widow  of  J.  J.  Thompson,  of  Arling- 
ton, Neb.  The  mother  died  in  England,  in  1836, 
and  the  father  subsequently  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Hall,  by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Franklin,  a 
well-known  farmer  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne 
county ; and  Susan,  wife  of  N.  Latourette,  of  the 
same  township.  In  his  native  land  the  father  con- 
ducted a store,  but  in  1842  he  disposed  of  his  busi- 
ness, and  with  his  family  emigrated  to  America, 
being  four  weeks  in  making  the  voyage  from  Liver- 
pool to  New  York.  Deciding  on  Wayne  county  as 
a location,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Lebanon 
township,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
his  wife  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  In  political  senti- 
ment he  was  a Republican. 

John  Robinson  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  the  family  and  became 
a resident  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  his  literary  education  was  all  obtained  in  the 
schools  of  England.  Here  he  and  his  father  secured 
a tract  of  wild  land  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  which 
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they  at  once  commenced  to  clear  and  improve,  trans- 
forming the  same  into  highly  cultivateu  heltis.  Our 
subject  is  now  the  owner  ot  a valuable  farm  of  180 
acres,  and  in  connection  with  general  farming  he 
makes  a specialty  of  poultry  raising  and  the  drying 
ot  fruits,  navmg  upon  Ins  place  a small  evaporating- 
house.  In  189b  ne  ciried  1,000  bushels  of  apples,  his 
crop  being  0,000  bushels,  and  this  brancn  of  his 
business  has  proved  quite  profitable,  fie  has  erect- 
ed a comfortable  ana  attractive  residence  upon  his 
farm,  large  barns  and  good  outbuildings — 111  fact 
the  place  is  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  commu- 
nity, supplied  with  ail  modern  conveniences  and  ac- 
cessories. 

On  March  17,  1857,  Mr.  Robinson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Amanda  M.  Stearns,  who 
was  born,  reared  and  educated  111  Harford  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  is  a representative  of  a 
very  prominent  family,  her  parents  being  Ira  and 
Maria  (Plum)  Stearns,  natives  of  Massachusetts, 
the  former  born  in  Attleboro,  the  latter  in  West- 
chester. Of  their  eleven  children  only  six  are  now 
living:  Alvin,  a resident  of  Harford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; George  W.,  of  Philadelphia ; Mrs. 
Maria  Patterson,  of  Herrick  Center,  Penn. ; Ansil, 
of  Harford  township  ; Amanda ; and  Alzo  M.,  a resi- 
dent of  Colorado.  The  family,  always  a patriotic 
and  loyal  one,  was  well  represented  in  the  Civil 
war,  three  sons  being  members  of  the  Union  army : 
Oscar,  who  died  in  the  service;  Alzo  M.  and  Henry, 
who  died  from  effects  of  wounds  received  in  bat- 
tle. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  have  four  children : 
James  A.,  of  Seeleyville,  Wayne  county;  Frank  M., 
of  Dyberry  township;  Fred  J.  of  Lebanon,  and  Ma- 
bel F.,  wife  of  Frank  Smith,  of  Dyberry.  Mr.  Robin- 
son is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
believing  its  policy  best  suited  to  the  demands  of  the 
nation.  He  Uas  been  very  successful  in  business  af- 
fairs, has  succeeded  in  obtaining  a comfortable  com- 
petence, and  is  to-day  numbered  among  the  solid  men 
of  Wayne  county. 

WILLIAM  N.  RUDE,  a leading  agriculturist 
of  Wayne  county,  owns  and  operates  a valuable  farm 
in  Clinton  township,  whose  neat  and  thrifty  appear- 
ance well  indicates  his  careful  supervision.  Sub- 
stantial improvements  are  surrounded  by  well  tilled 
fields,  and  there  are  found  all  the  accessories  and 
conveniences  of  a model  farm. 

Nathan  Rude,  Sr.  (grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject), was  a native  of  Norwich,  New  London  Co., 
Conn.,  and  in  the  winter  of  1799-1800  came  with 
his  family  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died  at  the  ex- 
treme old  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  His  son,  Na- 
than, Jr.,  was  born  September  10,  1776,  and  was 
married  October  15,  1798,  to  Miss  Rachel,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  William  Purdy,  of  Paupack  township, 
Wayne  county.  Their  children  were:  Phcebe  J., 
who  was  born  December  14,  1830,  and  is  now  a 
widow  living  in  Ohio;  William  N.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  and  Lorain  W.,  who  was  born  April 
28,  1835,  and  is  a resident  of  Walton,  New  York. 
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In  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  Will- 
iam N.  Rude  was  born  February  15,  1833,  and  in 
early  life  learned  the  carpenter’s  and  joiner’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  seven  years  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Penn.  He  then  purchased  a farm  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  which  he  operated  for  six 
years,  and  subsequently  for  several  years  he  en- 
gaged in  lumber  dealing  and  farming  in  Paupack 
township.  In  1877,  however,  he  returned  to  his 
farm  in  Clinton  township,  and  to  its  cultivation 
and  improvement  he  has  since  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  with  most  gratifying  results.  The  place 
comprises  294  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which 
he  has  converted  into  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms 
of  the  locality. 

On'  March  22,  1865,  Mr.  Rude  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Helen  Fritz,  a daughter  of 
Mandus  and  Christina  (Keane)  Fritz,  both  natives 
of  Bavaria,  Germany.  In  the  Fritz  family  were  the 
following  children:  Caroline  (deceased);  Annette, 
wife  of  John  Krug,  of  New  York  City;  Helen  J., 
wife  of  our  subject;  Julia  E.,  widow  of  William 
S.  King,  and  a resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Mary 
(deceased)  ; Margaret  A.,  widow  of  T.  Corbey,  and 
a resident  of  Brooklyn ; Christina,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years ; and  Henry,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Four  children  bless  the  union'  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rude,  namely:  (1)  Alfred  N.  and  (2)  Will- 
iam E.,  twins,  born  May  7,  1866.  The  former  be- 
came a detective  and  was  drowned  in  the  Rock 
river  at  Janesville,  Wis.  The  latter  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  began  his  education  in  the  local 
schools  and  later  attended  the  Waymart  Academy. 
For  a time  he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Dreher  and  Clinton  townships,  Wayne  county,  but 
now  has  charge  of  the  home  farm.  (3)  Francis  N. 
and  (4)  Lenor  M.,  twins,  were  born  June  2,  1870. 
Francis  completed  his  education  in  the  Waymart 
Academy  and  now  assists  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm.  Lenor  M.,  after  completing  her  edu- 
cation at  the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School, 
became  a teacher  and  is  now  successfully  following 
that  profession  at  Sands  Creek,  New  York. 

Reared  in  the  Democratic  party,  Mr.  Rude  has 
always  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  its  principles, 
and  has  acceptably  served  in  a number  of  official 
positions  of  honor  and  trust,  being  postmaster  of 
Farno,  Wayne  county;  overseer  of  the  poor  and  a 
member  of  the  election  board  in  his  township,  and 
treasurer  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  He  and  his 
family  are  prominent  and  influential  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  his  son  William  is 
serving  as  clerk  and  trustee.  As  a citizen,  Mr.  Rude 
stands  ready  to  discharge  every  duty  devolving 
upon  him,  and  the  best  years  of  his  life  have  been 
given  to  the  building  up  and  advancement  of  his  na- 
tive county. 

DAVID  B.  PERRY,  the  well-known  night 
watchman  on  the  Gravity  railroad,  residing  at 
Prompton,  Wayne  county,  is  a native  of  New  York, 
born  in  Minisink,  Orange  county,  April  14,  1825,. 
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and  is  a son  of  Caleb  P.  and  Esther  (Morse)  Perry, 
natives  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried December  17,  1817.  In  1829  the  family  re- 
moved to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  located  at 
Prompton,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  also  held  a 
number  of  local  offices.  The  parents  were  both 
earnest  and  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  knew  them.  The  father  was  born  July 
18,  1795,  and  died  November  22,  1861,  while  the 
mother  was  born  July  28,  1792,  and  died  August  8, 
1875,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Keene’s  cemetery. 
David  B.  is  the  youngest  of  their  four  children,  of 
whom  the  others  are  as  follows : Louisa  and  Lavisa 
(twins)  were  born  December  14,  1818,  and  the 
former  died  June  14,  1835,  while  the  latter  became 
the  wife  of  Asa  V.  Hendrick,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. Susan,  born  January  4,  1820,  married  Amos 
Denslow,  who  died  in  1869,  and  she  died  February 
7,  1893.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
Caleb  and  Esther  Perry,  always  lived  in  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  and  the  maternal  grandparents,  Filo  and 
Rachel  Morse,  emigrated  from  England  and  located 
in  Connecticut,  at  an  early  day. 

David  B.  Perry  is  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  at 
that  occupation  he  worked  for  a few  years  in  Forest 
City,  Penn.  For  the  past  thirty-eight  years  he  has 
made  his  home  uninterrupted  in  Prompton,  Wayne 
county,  and  with  the  exception  of  eight  years  of 
that  time  has  been  in  the  employ  of  'the  railroad, 
generally  working  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co. 
He  continued  to  follow  carpentering  until  1895  when 
he  was  appointed  night  watchman  on  the  Gravity 
railroad,  and  is  now  capably  filling  that  responsible 
position  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  company. 

On  November  27,  1850,  Mr.  Perry  was  mar- 
ried at  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Rebecca 
Jane  Burns,  the  Rev.  Father  Griffing  officiating. 
She  was  born  at  Deer  Park,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
October  11,  1829,  a daughter  of  George  and  Jane 
(Drake)  Burns,  the  former  born  at  Little  Scoda, 
near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  at  Forestburg,  Sulli- 
van Co.,  N.  Y.  They  were  married  at  Forestburg 
in  March,  1818,  and  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
before  a death  occurred  in  their  family.  The  father 
died  April  12,  1879,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years, 
and  the  mother,  who  was  born  September  9,  1797, 
passed  away  November  12,  1883,  being  laid  to  rest 
by  his  side  in  the  cemetery  at  Aldenville,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  She  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  In  politics  the  father  was  a Demo- 
crat and  by  his  party  was  elected  to  several  local 
offices.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
he  engaged  in  lumbering,  owning  and  operating  a 
sawmill  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1835,  where  he 
had  about  300  acres  of  timber  land.  At  one  time 
he  was  quite  wealthy,  owning  several  farms,  but 
later  lost  some  of  his  property.  He  came  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  April  1,  1840,  and  spent  his  last 
days  upon  the  old  Collins  farm  in  Cherry  Ridge 


township.  He  served  as  a private  in  the  war  of 
1812.  His  father,  William  Burns,  a native  of  Scot- 
land, came  to  the  United  States  at  an  early  day, 
and  died  on  a boat  near  New"  York,  when  going  to 
that  city  to  collect  a debt.  Mrs.  Perry’s  maternal 
grandparents  were  Zephaniah  and  Rebecca  (Shontz) 
Drake,  natives  of  Deckertown,  N.  J.,  and  West 
Town,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  Their 
deaths  occurred  in  Forestburg,  Sullivan  Co.,  New 
York.  In  the  family  of  George  and  Jane  (Drake) 
Burns  were  the  following  children : Alfred,  born 
August  1,  1819,  is  a retired  farmer  living  in  Hollis- 
terville,  Wayne  county.  Amzi  and  James  (twins) 
were  born  August  26,  1821,  and  the  former  died  in 
June,  1891  ; the  latter  is  represented  elsewhere  in 
this  volume;  William,  born  March  21,  1825,  died  in 
1827  ; Ira,  born  May  14,  1827,  is  a railroad  machinist 
in  Kingston,  Penn.;  Rebecca  J.,  born  October  11, 
182,9,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Sarah  D.,  born 
April  9,  1832,  is  the  wife  of  A.  R.  Peck,  a farmer  of 
Aldenville,  Wayne  county;  Elsa  A.,  born  July  12, 
1835,  is  the  widow  of  Amilisa  Walter,  of  New 
York  City;  Mary  E.,  born  July  13,  1836,  is  the 
wife  of  E.  B.  Hollister,  pension  agent  and  justice 
of  the  peace  at  Hollisterville,  Wayne  county  ; Harriet 
E.,  born  March  1,  1839,  is  the  wife  of  R.  P.  Abbv, 
a merchant  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo.;  and  George 
W.,  born  September  14,  1841,  is  a railroad  engineer 
of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Josephine  L.,  born  September  17, 
1851,  resides  with  her  parents.  Millard  F.,  born 
December  10,  1854,  married  Margaret  Hoffman, 
and  is  a passenger  conductor  living  in  Lincoln, 
Neb. ; James  Emerson,  born  July  10,  1857,  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Gravity  railroad  and  lives  at  home ; 
David  Milton,  born  January  6,  i860,  was  killed 
while  at  work  on  that  road  April  23,  1896;  William 
M.,  born  July  21,  1863,  married  Carrie  Cole  and  is 
night  watchman  on  the  Gravity  railroad  at  Promp- 
ton; George  B.,  born  March  19,  1867,  was  killed 
February  9,  1890,  at  Honesdale,  by  being  crushed 
between  a building  and  a locomotive ; Cora  Elsie, 
born  April  7,  1871,  is  with  her  parents;  Galen  N., 
born  December  27, 1878,1s  a bright,  active  young  man 
who  is  learning  telegraphy  at  Waymart  station.  The 
family  are  all  intelligent  and  enterprising,  and  oc- 
cupy honorable  positions  in  life.  By  all  who  know 
them  they  are  held  in  high  regard,  and  they  have  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  throughout 
Wayne  county. 

GEORGE  E.  BAKER,  a leading  agriculturist 
of  Dyberrv  township,  Wayne  county,  evidences  by 
the  manner  in  which  he  carries  on  his  business  that 
he  thoroughly  understands  the  vocation  in  which'he 
is  engaged,  and  success  is  attending  his  efforts  to- 
ward securing  a competency.  Neatness  and  order 
prevail  upon  his  place,  which  is  managed,  with  re- 
gard to  its  cultivation,  in  a manner  which  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  owner. 
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His  grandfather,  George  Baker,  was  a native 
of  Connecticut,  and  when  a young  man  removed  to 
Rhode  Island,  where  he  married  Phoebe  Taylor,  also 
a native  of  Connecticut.  He  died  in  1846,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Their  children  were  Ezra, 
Owen,  Lydia,  Roxana,  Clara  and  Sarah,  all  now 
deceased.  The  oldest,  Ezra  Baker  (our  subject’s 
father),  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  February  23, 
1798,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  engaged  in 
business  for  some  years.  He  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  Bennett, 
also  natives  of  Rhode  Island.  Three  children 
blessed  this  union:  Elmyra,  born  March,  1820,  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years ; and  George  E.  and 
Stephen  are  twins,  the  latter  now  a resident  of 
Oregon  township,  Wayne  county.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Rhode  Island,  May  22,  1822,  and  was  nine 
years  of  age  when  the  family  came  to  Lebanon, 
Wayne  county.  The  father  purchased  a farm  near 
Rileyville,  upon  which  he  lived  for  almost  forty 
years,  and  he  died  March  14,  1884,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-two  years ; his  wife  departed  this  life 
the  previous  August,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight. 
They  were  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
them. 

George  E.  Baker  obtained  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Lebanon  township,  which  he  at- 
tended during  the  winter  months,  while  through 
the  summer  season  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
farm  work,  remaining  on  the  old  homestead  until 
forty  years  of  age.  He  then  began  farming  for  him- 
self, and  now  owns  a fine  property  in  Dyberrv  town- 
ship. 

At  Rileyville,  January  1,  1846,  Mr.  Baker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emily  Eliza  Lincoln, 
daughter  of  John  and  Millany  (Huntington)  Lin- 
coln, and  to  them  were  born  five  daughters,  namely: 
Sarah  E.,  now  the  wife  of  Mark  Van  Deusen,  of 
Oregon  township,  Wayne  county;  Harriette  A.  (de- 
ceased), wife  of  G.  W.  Kimble;  Lydia  L,  wife  of 
George  A.  Kimble  ; Marcia  M.  and  Lucy  E.  (twins), 
the  former  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Hamley,  of  Hones- 
dale ; the  latter  the  wife  of  Frank  Kimble.  The 
mother  of  these  children  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
September  21,  1873.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr. 
Baker  married  Miss  Caroline  E.  Van  Deusen,  whose 
father,  Henry  Van  Deusen,  was  born  in  Berkshire 
county,  Mass.,  January  28,  1795-  and  was  there 
married  to  Lovisa  Doble.  His  father,  Isaac  \ an 
Deusen,  was  born  in  the  same  State,  April  5,  1767, 
and  died  May  16,  1831.  He  married  Christiana 
Spoor,  who  was  born  in  Sheffield,  Mass.,  March 
11,  1765,  and  died  September  2,  1830.  At  an  early 
day  Henry  Van  Deusen  came  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  and  bought  a hotel  in  Honesdale,  and  on 
selling  out  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Dyberry, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  purchased  118  acres  of 
land  and  there  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  August  18,  1868.  His 
wife  died  December  22,  1879-  They  had  but  three 
children:  Mark,  born  May  4,  18234  George,  born 


April  3,  1829;  and  Caroline  E.  (wife  of  our  sub- 
ject), born  June  20,  1834. 

Politically  Mr.  Baker  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  at  local  elections 
votes  for  the  best  man  regardless  of  party  ties.  He 
has  been  honored  with  several  offices,  being  school 
director  twelve  years,  township  clerk,  auditor  and 
overseer  of  the  poor.  In  the  estimation  of  his  fel- 
low citizens  he  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
Dyberry  township. 

ORSON  CASE  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
and  influential  citizens  of  Clinton  township,  Wayne 
county.  Greater  fortunes  have  been  accumulated, 
but  few  lives  furnish  so  striking  an  example  of  the 
wise  application  of  sound  principles  and  safe  conser- 
vatism as  does  his.  The  story  of  his  success  is  short 
and  simple,  containing  no  exciting-  chapters,  but  in 
it  lies  one  of  the  most  valuable  secrets  of  the  great 
prosperity  which  it  records,  and  his  business  and 
private  life  are  pregnant  with  interest  and  incen- 
tive, no  matter  how  lacking  in  dramatic  action — - 
the  record  of  a noble  life,  consistent  with  itself 
and  its  possibilities. 

Mr.  Case  was  born  March  11,  1836,  in  Hop- 
bottom,  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  a grandson  of 
Bela  Case,  a native  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  where  his  an- 
cestors located  on  coming  from  their  old  home 
in  England.  Orson  Case,  Sr.  (the  father  of  our 
subject),  was  also  born  in  Connecticut,  and  when  a 
child  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Susquehanna  county.  Learning  the  millwright’s 
trade,  he  built  many  of  the  mills  now  in  operation 
in  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties in  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  On  October 
6,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  107th  P.  V.  I., 
and  was  honorably  discharged  January  26,  1863. 
His  death  occurred  March  31,  1876.  He  married 
Ann  Eliza  Smith,  also  a native  of  Connecticut,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
James  G.,who  died  in  1889  ; Marcus,  a Union  soldier, 
who  died  in  1885  ; Jane  E.,  who  died  in  Scranton, 
Penn.,  February  11,  1892 ; George  W.,  who  was  also 
a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge;  Orson  T..  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Malvina,  widow  of  Philip  A.  Street,  who  was  killed 
in  a railroad  accident  on  the  New  Jersey  Central 
while  emploved  as  chief  engineer;  Louisa;  Sarah 
A. ; Jerome,  a Union  soldier,  who  died  in  January, 
1892;  and  Henry,  who  died  in  1890. 

The  public  schools  of  his  native  township  af- 
forded Orson  Case  his  educational  privileges,  but 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  left  the  school  room  and 
started  out  in  life  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  Like  his  father  he  learned  the  millwright’s 
trade,  and  for  forty-five  years  he  has  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  both  in  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  purchased  a farm 
in  Hopbottom,  Susquehanna  county,  which  he  oper- 
ated for  one  vear,  and  since  then  has  devoted  a part 
of  his  time  to  agriculture,  in  connection  with  his 
lumber  interests.  He  is  now  one  of  the  most  sub- 
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stantial  farmers  and  business  men  of  Clinton  town- 
ship, Wayne  county. 

On  July  13,  1864,  Mr.  Case  was  married  to 
Miss  Orphia  A.  Alden,  a daughter  of  Barnabus 
and  Margaret  (Snyder)  Alden.  Her  grandfather, 
Benjamin  Franklin  Alden,  was  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, whence  he  removed  to  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  death  occurred.  Her  father  was  born  in  Berk- 
shire, Mass.,  her  mother  in  New  York  State.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : Eliza 
j.,  now  the  widow  of  James  Chafee,  and  a resident  of 
Kansas;  Timothy  P.,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Philip 
H.,  of  Kirkwood,  N.  Y. ; Mary  A.,  widow  of  Sher- 
man Chase,  of  Stella,  N.  Y. ; jlohn  C.,  of  Lestershire, 
N.  Y. ; Julia  S.,  wife  of  Lorian  Dyer,  of  Portland, 
Ore.;  Slous,  who  died  in  infancy;  Hannah  O.,  who 
died  in  1882,  aged  forty-five  years  ; Lydia  A.,  widow 
of  John  L.  Reynolds,  of  Windsor,  N.  Y. ; and  Or- 
phia A.,  who  was  born  January  14,  1842,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Case,  namely:  (1)  Effie  E.,  born 
March  30,  1867,  is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  B.  Van 
Nan,  an  employe  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal 
Co.,  and  they  have  two  sons — Orson  C.,  bom  De- 
cember 25,  1890;  and  Robert  A.,  born  July  17, 
1895.  (2)  Sherman  A.,  born  November  13,  1869, 
died  March  30,  1873.  (3)  Bessie  O.,  born  Septem- 
ber 30,  1873,  died  October  30,  of  the  same  year.  As 
a Democrat  Mr.  Case  takes  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  local  political  affairs,  served  as  postmaster 
during  President  Cleveland’s  second  administration, 
was  justice  of  the  peace  three  terms,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  election  several  times.  So- 
cially he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Order,  the  Eastern 
Star  and  Knight  Templars,  and  religiously  he  and  his 
family  are  prominent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  is  serving  as  deacon.  Elis  ambition  has 
been  to  acquit  himself  of  life’s  duties  honorably 
before  all  men,  to  improve  his  capabilities  and  oppor- 
tunities and  to  become  of  use  in  the  world,  and  it  is 
this  spirit  that  has  made  him  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent business  men  of  Wayne  county. 

DAVID  D.  NEWMAN  (deceased),  who  in  his 
lifetime  was  a prominent  agriculturist  of  Ding- 
man  township,  Pike  county,  was  a citizen  whose 
ability  and  worth  won  the  confidence  of  the  people 
of  his  community.  At  times  he  was  chosen  to  offices 
of  responsibility,  and  from  1892  to  1895  he  served 
as  sheriff  of  Pike  county,  discharging  the  duties  of 
the  position  with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  Newman  came  of  good  pioneer  stock,  and 
his  ancestors  in  the  paternal  line  were  early  settlers 
in  Warren  county,  N.  J.  Joseph  Newman,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
whence  he  removed  to  this  section  in  1842,  locating 
in  Pike  county,  where  he  died  in  1850.  Plis  first 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Plowed,  died 
in  New  Jersey,  and  he  afterward  married  a Miss 
Pyers.  By  the  first  marriage  he  had  six  children : 
Levi,  who  married  a Miss  Hoyt ; David  R.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Winters ; Zuba,  Mrs.  John  Albert ; John 


H.,  our  subject’s  father;  Phoebe,  wife  of  Aaron 
Seibring ; and  George  H.,  deceased,  who  never  mar- 
ried. t>y  the  second  marriage  there  were  four  cml- 
dren : Susan,  who  died  in  jihildhood  ■ Mary,  who. 
married  J.  J.  Smith,  a farmer  at  Bushknl,  Pike  coun- 
ty; Beckie  (deceased),  who  married  Joseph  Ros- 
ier ; and  Eliza. 

The  late  John  H.  Newman,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  November  7,  1826,  at  Hope,  War- 
ren Co.,  N.  J.,  and  came  to  Pike  county  in  1847 
with  his  brother  Levi.  They  settled  upon  our  sub- 
ject’s present  homestead,  then  a wilderness,  and  a. 
few  years  later  John  H.  purchased  Levi’s  interest. 
He  was  a man  of  ability,  and  became  prominent  in 
the  local  affairs  of  Pike  county,  serving  as  com- 
missioner in  1881,  1882,  and  1883.  He  died  Octo- 
ber 17,  1887,  and  his  remains  were  interred  at  Mil- 
ford. In  1852  he  was  married  in  Dingman  township, 
Pike  county,  to  Miss  Lorena  Doty,  a native  of  Sus- 
sex county,  N.  J.,  who  died  at  the  present  home- 
stead May  11,  1882,  aged  forty-six  years.  She  was 
a daughter  of  David  C.  Doty,  and  a sister  of  Mrs. 
Wallace  Newman,  of  Milford.  Our  subject 
was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  six  children;  the  next 
three  died  in  infancy,  as  did  the  youngest,  Mar- 
jorie; Mary  J.,  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Walter  F.  Warner,  a well-known  agri- 
culturist of  Milford  township,  Pike  county. 

David  D.  Newman  was  born  July  31,  1853,  on 
the  farm  whereon  he  had  resided  all  his  life  with 
the  exception  of  six  years,  from  the  fall  of  1881 
to  1887,  which  he  spent  in  'New  York  City  as  fore- 
man for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  The  farm 
referred  to  is  a fine  estate,  and  his  judicious  man- 
agement marked  him  as  a progressive  and  scientific 
farmer.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  the  office  of  sheriff  he  served  in  other  po- 
sitions, having  been  chosen  township  assessor  in 
1880  and  judge  of  elections  in  1897.  For  years  he 
was  an  active  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  while, 
socially,  he  was  identified  with  the  K.  of  H.,  and 
the  Blue  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.  Mr.  Newman  died 
March  25,  1899. 

On  August  24,  1881,  Mr.  Newman  was  mar- 
ried, in  Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  to  Miss 
Louise  Fisher,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sophia 
Fisher,  prominent  residents  of  that  township.  She 
died  January  3,  1890,  aged  thirty  years,  and  her 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Mil- 
ford. Two  children  were  born  of  this  union : John 
A.,  who  died  in  infancy ; and  Laura,  who  is  at  home. 
On  January  28,  1891,  Mr.  Newman  was  married 
at  Milford  to  Miss  Clara  M.  Winkler,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children : Minnie  H.,  Kittie  M.  and  Louisa 
A.,  all  living  at  home.  Mrs.  Clara  M.  Newman  was 
born  in  Guttesburg,  Germany,  a daughter  of  Freder- 
ick Winkler.  Her  father,  who  is  a carpenter  by  trade, 
was  born  in  Germany  in  1843,  and  came  to  America 
in  1881  with  his  wife,  Wilhelmina  C.  (Foster),  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  in  1847,  settling  at  Elm- 
hurst, Long  Island.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Adolph  P. ; Max  W.,  a carpenter ; Theodore 
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O. ; Helen  L.,  who  married  Samuel  Parks,  a mail 
carrier  at  Laredo,  Texas ; and  Clara  M.,  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Frederick  B.,  a painter  by  trade,  who 
resides  on  Long  Island-. 

THEODORE  SAYLOR,  postmaster  and  gen- 
eral merchant  at  Saylorsburg,  in  Hamilton  township, 
Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  that  place,  where  he  has  passed  all  of  his  busy 
and  successful  career.  He  was  born  there  February 
22,  1842,  son  of  Charles  and  Sarah  A.  (Overpeck) 
Saylor,  who  in  their  day  were  prominent  and  high- 
ly-respected residents  of  this  part  of  the  county,  and 
it  was  in  honor  of  the  father  that  Saylorsburg  was 
so  called. 

Mr.  Saylor’s  grandfather  was  a native  of  Ger- 
many, and  after  coming  to  America  settled  in  North- 
ampton county,  Penn.,  where  he  was  killed  when 
his  son  Charles  was  a mere  child.  He  left  a family 
of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom:  Samuel,  the  eldest,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Northampton  county,  where  after  reaching  man- 
hood he  embarked  in  a mercantile  business,  which  he 
conducted  very  successfully  for  thirty-five  years. 
He  then  moved  to  Allentown,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  retirement.  He  left  two 
children,  since  deceased,  David  O.  and  Eliza  (who 
was  the  wife  of  lawyer  Wolliver,  of  Allentown). 
The  eldest  daughter  married  Jacob  Shaffer,  a farm- 
er of  Brodheadsville,  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  they  both  died,  leaving  seven  children 
— Samuel,  Charles,  Peter,  Edward,  Thomas,  Lehr 
(who  never  married),  and  Sarah  (wife  of  Addison 
Shaffer,  of  Williamsport).  The  other  daughter  lived 
in  New  York  State,  where  she  married,  and  left  de- 
scendants. 

Charles  Saylor  was  born  January  29,  1807,  in 
Hellertown,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  after  the  death  of  his  father  mak- 
ing his  home  with  Peter  Heller.  When  about  fif- 
teen years  old  he  came  to  live  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  from  about  1827-28  until 
1863  (when  his  son  David  took  the  business)  was 
engaged  in  merchandising.  In  1847  he  erected  a 
large  hotel  in  the  village  of  Saylorsburg,  which, 
as  above  stated,  had  been  named  for  him.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  hotel  business  for  nineteen  years,  meet- 
ing with  the  same  success  which  attended  him  in  all 
his  business  undertakings,  and  then  retired  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  a long  and  active  life,  honored  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  knew  him.  Soon  after  coming 
to  this  place  Mr.  Saylor  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  he  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office 
with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned,  for  a period  of 
thirty  years,  a record  which  speaks  louder  than 
words  for  his  trustworthiness  and  the  confidence 
which  was  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens  in 
general.  He  was  one  of  the  most  progressive  men 
in  the  community,  in  both  business  and  public  mat- 
ters, was  instrumental  in  locating  the  first  post  office 
in  his  section  of  the  county,  and  bv  his  energy  and 
influence  did  much  toward  the  general  advance- 


ment and  improvement  of  his  village  and  town- 
ship. He  was  widely  known  and  equally  popular 
with  all  classes,  and  personally  he  was  a man  of 
sterling  character,  one  who  merited  the  honors  his 
fellow  men  delighted  to  bestow  upon  him.  In  po- 
litical sentiment  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a 
stanch  Republican. 

Mr.  Saylor  was  married,  in  1830,  to  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Overpeck,  of  Hamilton  township,  who  was  born 
in  1812,  in  Northampton  county,  and  came  of  Eng- 
lish ancestry.  Her  parents,  John  and  Sarah  Over- 
peck, were  born  in  1781  and  1774,  respectively,  the 
father  near  Philadelphia,  and  they  had  two  daugh- 
ters: Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  Saylor;  and  Anne,  Mrs.  Elijah 
Bush,  who  resides  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe 
county.  Mr.  Saylor  departed  this  life  June  24,  1873, 
and  Mrs.  Saylor  remained  on  the  home  farm  for  a 
few  years  longer,  subsequently  living  with  a daugh- 
ter at  Allentown,  Penn.,  until  her  death,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1896.  Their  remains  were  interred  in  Mt. 
Zion  cemtery.  She  was  a woman  of  high  Christian 
character,  sincerely  loved  by  her  family  and  a wide 
circle  of  friends,  and  she  was  a devoted  wife  and 
mother  and  a competent  helpmeet  to  her  husband  in 
all  his  affairs.  They  were  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Savior,  three  now  living,  namely : ( 1 ) Sallie  A., 
born  in  1831,  became  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Altemus, 
and  they  moved  West,  settling  in  Janesville,  Wis., 
where  he  died  in  1895.  Mr.  Altemus  was  engaged  in 
stock  dealing,  and  oecame  very  wealthy.  They  had 
seven  children — Charles,  Edwin,  Oscar,  Theodore, 
Emma,  Mona  and  Ida.  (2)  David,  born  in  1834,  was 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  influential  citizens  of 
Saylorsburg,  where  for  many  years  prior  to  his 
death,  in  1896,  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  When  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Stroudsburg  was  organized,  he  was  elected  a 
director,  and  he  continued  to  serve  as  such  during 
his  lifetime.  For  thirty-six  years  he  held  the  office 
of  postmaster  in  his  village,  and  there  was  no  more 
popular  or  beloved  man  in  the  Diace.  (3)  John  O., 
born  in  1840,  married  Miss  Sarah  Walton,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Walton,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of 
Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  seven  children  living — 
Walter,  Theodore,  Hannah,  Hattie,  Mattie,  Ella  and 
Nettie.  They  make  their  home  in  Stroudsburg, 
where  Mr.  Saylor  is  engaged  as  a saddler.  (4) Theo- 
dore is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (5) Edward  A., 
born  December  18,  1844,  died  young.  (6)  Catherine 
born  in  1847,  died  in  1862.  (7)  Rachel,  who  died  in 

1878,  was  the  wife  of  M.  J.  Meixell,  and  they  had 
one  child,  Edwin,  who  is  a minister  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  at  present' located  in  Scottdale,  Penn.  (8  ) 
Edward  A.,  born  October  13,  1851,  is  mentioned 
below. 

Theodore  Savior  received  the  advantages  af- 
forded by  the  public  schools  of  his  native  village. 
When  a youth  he  was  placed  in  the  store  as  clerk  for 
his  father,  later  working  in  the  same  capacity  for  his 
brother  David,  and  finally  became  owner  of  the  es- 
tablishment, in  1866  forming  a partnership  with 
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his  brother  David,  which  lasted  until  the  latter  s 
death,  in  December,  1896.  They  erected  a fine  home 
in  the  village,  and  always  lived  together,  and  our 
subject  has  since  bought  his  interest  in  the  firm  of 
Saylor  & Bro.  He  has  also  been  appointed  his 
successor  to  the  office  of  postmaster,  and  as  direc- 
tor in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Stroudsburg. 
Mr.  Saylor  and  his  brother  have  proved  worthy 
descendants  of  their  father,  for  thev  have  taken  the 
place  which  he  occupied  as  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants of  Saylorsburg,  ana  our  subject  possesses 
unusual  tact  and  ability  in  commercial  affairs,  in 
which  he  has  met  with  the  success  which  seems 
characteristic  of  the  family.  However,  it  is  only  the 
just  reward  of  years  of  application  and  energetic 
effort  on  his  part,  and  he  has  a .reputation  for  in- 
tegrity and  honorable  dealing  unsullied  by  question- 
able or  underhanded  methods.  He  has  won  a fore- 
most place  among  the  progressive  business  men  of 
the  town  and  county,  and  he  commands  the  respect 
of  his  associates  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

In  August,  1867,  Mr.  Saylor  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucinda  Stocker,  of  Stocker- 
town,  Northampton  countv,  whose  parents,  Rudolph 
and  Mary  Stocker,  were  highly-respected  resi- 
dents of  that  county.  1 he  young  couple  took  up 
their  home  in  Saylorsburg,  where  they  still  reside, 
and  here  two  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Mary  H.,  in  1868;  and  Charles  E.,  in  1870.  The 
daughter  completed  her  education  in  the  Allentown 
Seminary,  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  A. 
Meyers,  of  Wind  Gap,  Northampton  county,  who 
carries  on  a general  mercantile  business ; thev  have 
no  family.  Charles  E.  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Brodheaasville  and  Allentown,  and  he  is 
at  present  engaged  as  agent  at  Saylorsburg  for  the 
Lehigh  & Lackawanna  road,  running  a coal  yard 
in  addition  to  attending  to  the  duties  of  that  po- 
sition. 

Mr.  Savior  is  too  much  absorbed  in  business  to 
give  much  attention  to  politics,  though  he  takes  a 
loyal  interest  in  local  affairs.  In  religious  connec- 
tion he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  of  Hamilton,  taking  a deep  interest  in 
Church  affairs,  and  they  occupy  a high  position 
among  the  intelligent  people  of  the  communitv, 
socially  as  well  as  commercially. 

EDWARD  A.  SAYLOR.  Monroe  county  has 
a full  quota  of  live,  energetic  and  perseverng  busi- 
ness men,  among  whom  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
a well-known  general  farmer  and  dealer  in  railroad 
ties  at  Saylorsburg.  Hamilton  township.  He  was 
born  at  that  place.  October  1?,  1851,  in  what  is  now 
the  “Lake  House.” 

Mr.  Savior  grew  to  manhood  at  his  father’s 
hotel  in  Saylorsburg,  and  on  June  3,  1876,  at  Nazar- 
eth, Penn.,  he  married  Miss  Anna  Weaver,  by 
whom  he  has  four  children : Emma  M.,  Mabel  G., 
Mamie  E.  and  Helen  W.  Mrs.  Savior  was  born  at 
Wind  Gap,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  February  1, 
i860,  a daughter  of  John  and  Matilda  (Mills)  Wea- 


ver, also  natives  of  that  county,  where  the  father 
died  in  June,  1873,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  be- 
ing laid  to  rest  at  Plainfield,  Penn.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  His  wife,  who  holds  membership  in  the 
Reformed  Church,  was  born  in  1835,  and  now  re- 
sides at  Penn  Argyl,  Penn.  Tiieir  children  were 
Mary,  who  died  unmarried ; Sarah,  deceased  wife  of 
Linford  Raph  ; Horace,  who  died  young ; Anna,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Emma,  deceased  wife  of  John  Simp- 
son ; and  Amanda,  wife  of  Horace  Wolf,  a school 
teacher  of  Penn  Argyl.  Mrs.  Saylor’s  paternal 
grandparents,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Levers)  Weaver, 
died  in  Northampton  county,  where  he  had  engaged 
in  the  tanning  business  for  several  years. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Mr.  Saylor  went  to 
Stroudsburg,  and  there^  served  an  apDrenticeship  of 
two  and  a half  years  to  the  saddler’s  trade,  which 
he  later  followed  at  Allentown,  Penn.,  for  a year 
and  three  months.  Returning  to  Saylorsburg,  he 
engaged  in  the  saddlery  business  until  locating  on 
his  present  farm  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  in  connection  with  farming  he  has 
bought  and  sold  railroad  ties,  the  business  proving 
quite  profitable  under  his  able  management.  At  the 
polls  he  gives  his  support  to  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is 
a Lutheran.  He  enjoys  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  neighbors,  and  is  regarded  in  all  respects  as 
an  honest  man  and  a good  citizen. 

A.  V.  McCARTY,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  is  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  of  260  acres,  and  his  energetic  and  scien- 
tific management  has  made  the  place  a model  of 
neatness. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 
ilies of  his  section,  and  his  great-grandfather,  Philio 
McCarty,  a native  of  Ireland,  was  a wealthy  land 
owner  in  Pike  county  in  the  early  days.  Philip  Mc- 
Carty (2),  grandfather  of  our  subject, became  a lead- 
ing farmer  in  Pike  county.  He  was  a corporal  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  and  was  shot  througrh  the 
shoulder  at  the  battle  of  Conasaugh,  or  Death  Eddy. 
He  married  Marie  Vandermart,  and  thev  had  seven 
children,  among  whom  was  a son,  Jacob,  our  sub- 
ject’s father. 

Jacob  McCarty,  of  whom  a more  complete  ac- 
count is  given  elsewhere,  was  born  in  Dingman 
township,  Pike  county,  in  180a.  and  his  death  oc- 
curred there  in  1867.  He  married  Miss  Catherine 
Van  Auken,  and  had  eight  children:  sons — Uriah,. 
Aaron,  John  H.,  William  C.  and  Abram  V. ; daugh- 
ters— Caroline,  Sarah  and  Amanda. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  7,  1845,  at  his. 
present  homestead,  where  he  has  resided  all  his  life 
with  the  exception  of  ten  years.  During  that  period 
he  rented  the  place  on  shares,  and  engaged  in  busi- 
ness elsewhere.  For  about  eight  months  in  1880  he 
was  employed  on  a construction  train  by  the  Chica- 
go & Northwestern  Railroad  Co.,  and  in  1882  he 
spent  six  months  in  New  York  Citv  in  the  real- 
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estate  business,  but  after  various  enterprises  had 
proved  uncongenial  he  returned  home  in  1887,  and 
engaged  in  general  farming.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  at  times  he  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  local  affairs.  In  1881  he  served  as 
supervisor,  and  the  Mott  street  road,  adjoining  Mil- 
ford, was  constructed  under  his  oversight. 

On  November  1,  1894,  Mr.  McCarty  was  mar- 
ried at  Dingman's  Ferry  to  Mrs.  Adelia  Roe,  who 
was  born  in  1851,  at  Marwick,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
a daughter  of  James  M.  and  Jennie  (Clark)  Roe, 
both  natives  of  New  York  State.  Her  father,  who 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  1853,  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-five  years ; her  mother  died  in 
1857,  aged  thirty.  Two  children  survived  them: 
Amelia,  wife  of  William  Smith,  a farmer  in  Warren 
county,  N.  Y. ; and  Adelia,  Mrs.  McCarty.  After 
the  death  of  her  father  Mrs.  McCarty  was  taken  to 
the  home  of  her  maternal  grandparents,  William' H. 
and  Sarah  (Gilson)  Clark,  and  was  reared  upon 
their  farm  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  Richard  Clark, 
her  great-grandfather  in  the  maternal  line,  was  a 
resident  of  that  locality,  and  the  Clark  family  has 
been  prominent  there  from  an  early  period.  Mrs. 
McCarty  was  married  first  to  Daniel  Roe,  and  one 
daughter  was  born  of  the  union,  Lena,  who  resides 
with  our  subject. 

REV.  B.  F.  LARRABEE,  a Methodist  Episco- 
pal minister,  now  living  retired  in  Thompson,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  faithfully  ministered  to  the  spir- 
itual needs  of  his  people  for  many  years,  and  exert- 
ed a great  influence  for  good  in  the  communities 
with  which  he  was  connected.  Revered  and  beloved 
by  his  own  flocks,  he  also  won  the  honor  and  es- 
teem of  all  others  who  witnessed  his  devotion  to  his 
noble  calling. 

Mr.  Larrabee  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, born  in  Jackson,  in  February,  1836.  His  fa- 
ther, William  Larrabee,  was  born  in  Brattleboro, 
Yt.,  September  8,  1801,  and  was  married  in  Octo- 
ber. 1828,  to  Miss  Louisa  Willard,  who  was  also  born 
in  the  same  place,  in  September,  1807,  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Lydia  Willard,  representatives  of  a 
prominent  old  Vermont  family.  At  an  early  day 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larrabee  came  to  Suquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  in  Jackson  township  he  first 
purchased  a tract  of  timber  land.  He  cleared  nine- 
ty acres,  and  transformed  the  same  into  a eood  farm, 
making  many  improvements  thereon.  There  both 
he  and  his  wife  died,  the  former  in  May,  1867,  the 
latter  in  September,  1873.  For  some  years  they 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  later  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination,  and  they 
gave  liberally  of  their  means  to  the  erection  of  the 
North  Jackson  Church,  where  they  worshiped.  They 
were  earnest  and  consistent  Christians,  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  all  Church  work.  In  politics  the 
father  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and 
he  held  a number  of  local  offices.  In  the  family  of 
this  worthy  couple  were  six  children,  of  whom 
two,  Frederick  and  Franklin,  died  in  infancy.  (1) 


Lucy  L.,  the  elder  daughter,  was  born  in  Vermont, 
m June,  1830,  was  given  a good  education,  and 
was  engaged  in  teaching  school  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  Jackson,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1850.  (2)  William  B.,  born  in  Jackson,  in 
F533,  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
engaged  in  teaching  for  a number  of  terms  in  Sus- 
queiianna  county.  He  married  Nellie  Whitmore, 
ot  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  for  thirty-five  years.  He  died  in  June, 
1899,  Ins  wife  in  1895.  Their  only  son,  W.  F.  Lar- 
raliee,  married  Alice  Gardner,  of  Norwich,  Conn., 
and  is  interested  in  business  in  Boston.  (3)  B.  F. 
is  the  next  in  the  family.  (4)  Lydia  V.,  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1840,  married  Charles  Frazier,  of  Mont- 
rose, Penn.,  and  moved  to  Kansas,  but  after  spend- 
ing' two  years  in  that  State  they  returned  to  Mont- 
rose, where  Mr.  Frazier  worked  at  the  printer’s 
trade.  His  wife  died  in  February,  1865. 

Our  subject  grew  to  mannood  on  the  home 
farm  in  Jackson  township,  and  there  obtained  a 
good  practical  education  in  the  public  and  select 
schools.  In  early  manhood  he,  .too,  successfully  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  for  a number  of  terms,  in 
Susquehanna  and  Lackawanna  counties.  In  No- 
vember, 1857,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Cynthia  A.  Brown,  a daughter  of  Elisha  and  Maria 
Brown,  of  Jackson,  the  former  a native  of  New 
York  State,  the  latter  of  Massachusetts.  During  her 
girlhood  Mrs.  Larrabee  attended  the  graded  schools 
and  also  Harford  Academy,  and  for  four  or  five 
years  she  was  a popular  teacher  of  Susquehanna 
county. 

On  the  old  Larrabee  homestead  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, our  subject  and  his  wife  began  their  domestic 
life,  and  tenderly  cared  for  his  parents  until  they 
were  called  to  their  final  rest.  He  was  licensed  as 
a preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
1868,  and  his  first  charge  was  at  Hale’s  Eddy,  N.  Y. 
He  w*as  then  transferred  to  Rileyville,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn. ; later  was  at  Beach  Lake  four  years  ; and  from 
there  went  to  North  Sanford,  N.  Y.  His  next 
charge  was  in  New  York,  where  he  remained 
until  1899,  in  that  year  retiring  from  the  ministry  on 
account  of  failing  health,  and  taking  up  his  residence 
in  Thompson,  Penn.  Here  he  has  purchased 
two  fine  residences,  and  in  one  of  these,  surrounded 
by  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life, 
he  expects  to  spend  his  declining  years,  enjoying  a 
well-earned  rest. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larabee  had  two  sons:  (i) 
Frank  B.,  born  December  4,  1861,  obtaained  a good 
education  in  the  local  schools  and  in  the  high  school 
of  Honesdale,  and  married  Bertha  Stoddard,  of 
Jackson,  a daughter  of  Henry  Stoddard.  They  lo- 
cated on  the  Larrabee  homestead,  where  he  died  in 
July,  1888,  leaving  a wife,  but  no  children.  (2) 
Arthur  W.,  born  in  Jackson,  in  July,  1869,  attend- 
ed school  in  that  township,  and  was  for  three  years 
a student  in  the  high  school  of  Honesdale.  In  June, 
1893,  he  married  Isabel  Mffilker,  of  Thompson,  a 
daughter  cf  Thomas  and  Mary  Walker,  and  they 
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have  one  daughter,  Emily  L.,  born  in  February, 
1896.  He  was  general  agent  and  operator  for  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  railroad  at  Starrucca,  Penn.,  for 
several  years,  and  then  purchased  the  Spencer  grist- 
mill at  that  place,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
operated,  being  one  of  the  leading  young  business 
men  of  the  town. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Farrabee  was  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  being  a strong  tem- 
perance man,  and  believing  the  liquor  traffic  the 
most  important  issue  before  the  people,  he  now 
supports  the  Prohibition  party.  Beiore  entering  the 
ministry  he  served  as  secretary  of  the  school  board, 
and  was  a school  director  several  terms.  He  is  a 
man  of  good  business  ability,  and  so  capably  man- 
aged his  affairs  that  he  now  has  an  income  suffi- 
cient to  supply  himself  and  family  with  every  com- 
fort, and  enable  him  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  ministers  of  his  Con- 
ference, and  is  very  popular  among  all  people. 

ROBERT  AUGUSTUS  GREELEY,  who  was 
one  of  the  brave  boys  during  the  Civil  war,  is  a na- 
tive son  of  Wayne  county,  born  near  Bethany,  May 
11,  1835,  and  is  a representative  of  the  same  family 
to  which  Horace  Greeley  belonged.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  Samuel  and  Olive  (Reed) 
Greeley,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  former  was  born  September  29,  1752, 
and  died  September  25,  1798,  while  the  latter  was 
born  July  23,  1757,  and  died  February  23,  1S11. 
Their  children  were  as  follows:  Nancy,  born  No- 
vember 13,  1780,  married  a Mr.  Scripture,  and  died 
September  9,  1837;  Samuel,  born  July  2,  1783, 
died  August  16,  1861  ; Augustus,  born  December 
27,  1787,  died  August  19,  1843;  William,  mentioned 
below  ; Abby,  born  May  12,1793,  married  Dr.  Elliott ; 
and  Robert  R.,  born  April  2,  1797,  died  in  April, 
1871. 

William  Greeley,  commonly  known  as  Col. 
Greeley,  was  born  in  Wilton,  N.  IT.,  May  14,  1790, 
and  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day. 
He  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Greeley  & Faatz, 
glass  manufacturers  at  Dyberry,  where  together  they 
engaged  in  business  for  ten  years,  starting  in  1829. 
The  plant  had  been  erected  in  1816  by  a company  of 
Germans — Christopher  Faatz,  Adam  and  Nicholas 
Greimer,  and  Jacob  and  Christopher  Hines,  who 
built  it  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  window 
glass.  In  earl)''  life  William  Greeley  was  a Uni- 
tarian in  religious  belief,  but  later  joined  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  died  in  Dyberry  township,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1869,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Beth- 
any cemetery.  Mr.  Greeley  was  twice  married,  his 
first  union  being  with  Miss  Jane  Felt,  who  was  born 
in  Milton,  Mass.,  August  28,  1792,  and  died  at 
Bethany,  Penn.,  November  8,  1832,  being  buried  at 
that  place.  Abby  E.,  born  August  27,  1816,  is  the 
widow  of  Simon  PI.  Plumb,  whose  sketch  is  given  be- 
low ; Nancy  S.,  born  October  27,  1817,  married 
Leonard  Graves,  who  died  August  2,  1842,  and  she 
died  April  23,  1842;  Jane  Capon,  born  March  1, 


1819,  married  John  Jenkins,  of  Prompton,  Penn., 
who  died  May  29,  1856,  and  she  died  December 
14,  1893;  Louisa  W.,  born  February  3,  1820,  mar- 
ried Homer  Pavne,  who  lives  in  the  West,  and  she 
died  April  1,  1854;  William  R.,  born  November  19, 
1821,  died  November  20,  1877;  Samuel  W.,  born 
September  10,  1823,  died  September  19,  1862;  Da- 
vid F.,  born  March  22,  1825,  died  February  2, 
1827;  Sarah  F.,  born  May  12,  1827,  died  September 
6,  1828;  and  Augustus,  born  October  22,  1832, 
died  October  24,  1832.  For  his  second  wife,  Will- 
iam Greeley  married  Miss  Olive  Messenger,  who 
was  born  at  Plainfield,  N.  FI.,  January  27,  1809, 
and  died  October  6,  1886.  Robert  Augustus  is  the 
oldest  child  born  of  this  union ; Edwin  E.,  born 
April  19,  1838,  died  April  30,  1838;  Augusta  M. 
and  Agibus  (twins),  born  September  2,  1839,  died 
September  22,  1841,  and  September  3,  1839,  respect- 
ively. Williard  E.,  born  August  18,  1841,  is  now  a 
jeweler  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  Horace  C.  M.,  born 
October  5,  1843,  is  a traveling  salesman,  residing  in 
Syracuse,  New  York. 

Robert  Augustus  Greeley  remained  with  his 
parents  until  they  were  called  to  the  world  beyond. 
At  the  call  of  the  government  for  volunteers  to  aid 
in  putting  down  the  Rebellion,  he  enlisted  May  13, 
1861,  under  Capt.  John  S.  Wright,  in  Company 
C,  6th  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  July  27,  1861.  On  December  24,  1863, 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  but  the  following- 
day  re-enlisted,  under  Capt.  P.  L.  Norton,  Com- 
pany E,  91st  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  granted  a thirty- 
days’  furlough,  during  which  he  visited  home. 
Fie  participated  in  many  battles  and  skirmishes, 
including  the  engagements  at  Drainsville,  Bull  Run, 
South  Mountain,  Antietam  and  Fredericksburg, 
but  fortunately  was  never  seriously  wounded. 
However,  he  was  several  times  slightly  wounded, 
often  had  his  clothes  pierced  by  bullets,  and  at  one 
time  a bullet  passed  through  his  beard,  breaking 
his  gun.  The  war  being  over,  he  was  honorably 
discharged  June  28,  1865,  and  returned  to  his  home. 
In  the  spring  of  1866,  after  recuperating,  he  went 
to  Susquehanna  depot,  where  he  worked  for  the 
New  York  & Erie  railroad  for  twelve  years.  He 
then  returned  to  Prompton,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home,  while  with  him  resides  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Plumb.  Fraternally  he  affiliates  with  the  G. 
A.  R.,  No.  198,  of  ITonesdale,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Susquehanna,  while  politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  an  honored  and 
valued  resident  of  the  community,  and  is  held  in 
high  regard  by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 

SIMON  H.  PLUMB,  deceased,  was  born  in 
Chester,  Mass.,  July  11,  1805,  and  belonged  to  a 
family  originally  from  Normandy,  which  was 
founded  in  England  as  early  as  1272.  The  first  of 
whom  we  have  any  record  in  the  United  States  was 
John  Plumb,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  whither  he  removed  from 
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Watertown,  near  Boston,  Mass.  The  next  in 
•direct  line  were  Robert  and  Mary  (Baldwin) 
Plumb,  of  Milford,  Conn.,  followed  by  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Norton)  Plumb,  also  of  Milford.  The 
next  were  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Bailey)  Plumb, 
of  Milford,  followed  by  Warstill  J.  and  Rhoda 
(Curtis)  Plumb,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  who  were 
the  great-grandparents  of  our  subject.  The  grand- 
parents, Jacob  and  Prudence  (Powers)  Plumb, 
were  natives  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  but  died  in 
Kingston,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.  He  was  born 
March  22,  1751,  and  died  in  1822,  while  his  wife 
was  born  August  24,  1748.  In  their  family  were 
four  children.  In  his  younger  days  the  grand- 
father was  a sea  captain,  but  later  worked  at  the 
•cabinet  maker's  trade.  The  parents  of  Simon  II. 
Plumb  were  Jacob  and  Rhoda  (Plumb)  Plumb, 
natives  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  the  former  born 
March  31,  1776,  the  latter  October  5,  1778.  In 
their  family  were  eleven  children.  In  1800  the 
father  designed  and  built  the  first  carding  machine 
in  the  United  States.  In  1834  he  came  to  Promp- 
ton,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  died  September 
17,  1853,  and  his  wife  passed  away  September  17, 
1872. 

It  was  in  1S33  that  Simon  H.  Plumb  became  a 
resident  of  Prompton,  where  he  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  business  for  many  years  as  a manufacturer 
of  umbrella  sticks.  On  February  6,  1840,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Abby  Greeley,  an 
Episcopal  clergyman  performing  the  ceremony. 
She  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  August  27,  1816, 
a daughter  of  William  and  Jane  (Felt)  Greeley. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plumb  became  the  parents  of  two 
daughters:  Ellen  J.,  born  November  26,  1840, 

died  August  29,  1842:  and  Agnes  M.,  born  Octo- 
ber 7,  1843,  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Wayne  county  for  twenty-five  years,  being  assist- 
ant teacher  in  the  Wayne  County  Normal.  Mr. 
Plumb  continued  business  in  Prompton  until  called 
to  his  final  rest,  September  14,  1871.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and  was  an 
upright,  reliable  business  man,  who  commanded 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  His  widow  and  daughter  now  reside 
with  the  former's  brother,  Robert  A.  Greeley,  in 
Prompton,  where  they  have  a beautiful  and  pleas- 
ant home,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who 
have  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 

F.  I.  LOTT,  one  of  the  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  Montrose,  now  practicing  at  the 
Bar  of  Susquehanna  county,  was  one  of  the  men  who 
devoted  the  opening  years  of  his  manhood  to  the 
service  of  his  country  during  the  Civil  war.  He 
enlisted  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  in  May,  1863,  in  Com- 
pany F,  30th  P.  V.  I.,  at  the  time  of  the  threatened 
invasion  of  this  State,  and  was  first  located  at 
Carlisle,  and  on  July  2,  1863,  was  transferred  to 
Chambersburg,  Penn.,  where  he  did  picket  duty. 
He  was  in  camp  there  until  mustered  out,  being 
honorably  discharged  at  Harrisburg  in  July,  1863. 


after  which  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Montrose. 
He  now  takes  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
Grand  Army  circles  and  served  as  commander  of 
Four  Brothers  Post  No.  453,  G.  A.  R.,  from  No- 
vember, 1894,  to  January,  1897. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Lott  was 
born  in  Lenox  township,  September  25,  1848,  and  is 
a son  of  Peter  Lott,  who  was  born  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, the  same  county,  July  10,  1807,  son  of 
William  and  Peggy  Lott.  The  grandfather  was  a 
native  of  New  York,  but  at  the  time  of  the  terrible 
Indian  massacre  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  he  was 
living  there  and  fled  for  safety  to  Clifford  township, 
where  he  cleared  and  developed  a farm,  and  ever 
afterward  made  his  home.  There  Peter  Lott,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  was  reared,  and  married  to 
Miss  Elsie  Rynearson,  a native  of  Lenox  township. 
Her  father,  Isaac  Rynearson,  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  of  Puritan  stock  and  spoke  the  German 
language.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Lenox 
township,  having  located  there  in  1793,  and  he  took 
up  the  first  land,  called  Rynearson  land,  becoming 
the  owner  of  a large  tract.  He  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing the  township  in  1813,  served  as  its  first  assessor 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  county  in  his 
day.  He  died  in  Lenox  township  about  1841.  The 
death  of  Peter  Lott  occurred  in  the  same  township 
in  1849.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying 
in  1896,  at  the  age  of  ninety.  Her  entire  life  was 
spent  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  she  was  one  of  its 
early  school  teachers,  conducting  her  schools  in 
private  houses.  In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple 
were  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Mrs. 
Sarah  Miller,  a resident  of  Lenoxville ; Mrs.  Cather- 
ine Tennant,  of  Luzerne,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn. ; Mrs. 
Anna  Hayden,  of  Lenoxville;  William,  of  Clifford; 
Peter,  who  enlisted  at  Scranton  for  three  years  in 
Battery  K,  5th  United  States  Artillery,  and  is  now 
living  in  Clifford  township;  Mrs.  Margaret  Snyder, 
of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Mrs.  Susan  Steele,  of 
Scranton;  Mrs.  Mary  Wilson,  of  New  York  City; 
and  F.  I.,  of  this  review. 

F.  I.  Lott  was  reared  on  a farm  in  his  native 
township,  and  received  his  primary  education  in  its 
public  schools.  He  was  provided  with  good  edu- 
cational advantages ; after  attending  the  schools  of 
Lenox  for  some  time  he  was  a student  in  the  normal 
at  Wavmart,  Wayne  county,  for  two  years,  and 
spent  one  year  at  the  Mansfield  Normal.  He  first 
taught  school  in  Wayne  county  and  later  followed 
the  same  profession  in  Lenox  and  Clifford  town- 
ships, Susquehanna  county.  In  1874  he  commenced 
reading  law  at  Montrose  with  the  firm  of  Littles  & 
Blakeslee,  the  following  year  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar,  and  since  April,  1876,  has  successfully  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  at  present 
as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Lott  & Maxey.  His  fel- 
low citizens  recognizing  his  ability,  elected  him 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1878,  district  attorney  in 
1880,  and  to  the  last  named  position  he  was  re-elect- 
ed in  1886.  His  retention  in  office  plainly  indicates 
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that  his  official  duties  were  always  most  capably  and 
satisfactorily  performed.  He  was  district  attorney 
when  the  annex  was  built  to  the  court  house  and 
drew  up  the  contract.  He  has  also  served  as  com- 
missioner's counsel  for  tne  past  twelve  years  and 
enjoys  a large  and  lucrative  practice. 

In  Montrose,  in  1878,  Mr.  Lott  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Helen  Warner,  a native  of  that 
place  and  a daughter  of  N.  C.  Warner,  ex-sheriff  of 
the  county,  and  to  them  was  born  one  child,  Emily. 
Politically  Mr.  Lott  is  an  active  member  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  quite  prominent  socially, 
especially  in  Masonic  circles,  and  is  a member  of 
Warren  Lodge  No.  140,  F.  & A.  M. ; Warren  Chap- 
ter No.  180,  R.  A.  M. ; and  Great  Bend  Command- 
ery  No.  27,  K.  T. 

LOUIS  GARRATT  McCOLLUM,  an  enter- 
prising young  merchant  of  New  Milford,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  making  an  enviable  standing  for 
himself  in  business  circles.  Lie  comes  of  honor- 
able ancestry,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent  in  the  pa- 
ternal line.  The  first  of  the  family  to  come  from 
Scotland  settled  near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  during  the 
eighteenth  century  and  engaged  in  farming.  His 
two  sons,  Hugh  and  Alexander,  removed  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  about  1810,  locating  in  East 
Bridgewater,  and  their  descendants  in  this  section 
are  among  our  best  citizens. 

Peter  McCollum,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  in  1812.  He  married  Harriet  E.  Brew- 
ster, and  had  the  following  children : George  B., 

Edward  F.  and  Mary  E.  George  B.  McCollum, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  June  4,  1842, 
and  for  many  years  conducted  a store  in  New  Mil- 
ford. In  1876  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  to  reside, 
and  his  death  occurred  there  May  28,  1889.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lucia  Garratt,  was 
a most  estimable  woman,  and  a devout  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  She  died  October  15,  1876, 
in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  aged  thirty-three  years.  Her 
family  is  well  known  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  J 
an  account  of  her  ancestry  appears  eleswhere  in 
this  volume.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  three 
children.  (2)  Harriet  married  Charles  H.  Ainey, 
an  attorney  at  Montrose,  who  is  also  interested  in 
hardware  business.  (3)  Lucia  B.  is  the  wife  of 
H.  A.  Lyons,  a merchant  of  New  Milford. 

Louis  G.  McCollum  was  born  at  New  Milford 
April  13,  1869.  He  received  a good  practical  ed- 
ucation in  the  local  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen entered  the  Keystone  Academy,  at  Factorvville, 
Penn.,  where  he  spent  one  year.  On  April  1,  1890, 
he  purchased  his  present  store  from  an  uncle,  E.  S. 
Garratt,  and  his  thrifty  and  judicious  management 
has  increased  the  trade  largely.  In  politics  he  is 
a stanch  Democrat,  as  was  his  father  before  him, 
but  he  does  not  seek  official  honors  for  himself,  his 
business  interests  demanding  his  attention.  On 
November  1 1 , 1891,  he  was  married  in  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Helen  E.  Burns,  a native  of  Great 


Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a daughter  of  Por- 
ter and  Marian  (Wilson)  Burns.  Her  father  is 
a prominent  citizen  of  Great  Bend,  and  is  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business. 

JAMES  SPRINGER,  a well-known  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  of  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  and  has  met  with  reasonable  success.  He 
has  brought  his  land  to  a high  state  of  cultivation 
largely  by  the  labor  of  his  own  hands,  and  is  in 
possession  of  a comfortable  set  of  farm  buildings, 
to  which  each  year  he  adds  something  to  enhance 
the  beauty  and  value  of  the  property. 

The  Springer  family  was  originally  from  Ger- 
many, and  the  first  to  come  to  this  country  located 
near  Albany,  N.  Y.  There  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Philip  Springer,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Dorothy  Manderville,  and  later  they  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  took  up  their 
residence  in  Springville  township,  where  he  died 
November  2,  1873,  and  his  wife,  April  24,  1879. 
I heir  children  were  Maria,  who  married  Daniel 
Mack,  of  Springville  township,  and  died  in  No- 
vember, 1894;  Margaret,  widow  of  Joseph  Ran- 
dall and  a resident  of  Quincy,  111. ; Jane,  wife  of 
Elias  Mack,  deceased ; Philip,  a resident  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  who  died  in  the  Union  service  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war;  Tunis  and  Alvin,  both  deceased; 
Frederick,  father  of  our  subject;  and  Sarah,  wife 
of  Daniel  Bullock,  of  Lathrop  township,  Susque- 
hanna county. 

Frederick  Springer  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Springville  township  as  a farmer,  owning  and  oper- 
ating fifty  acres  of  land.  He  cast  his  ballot  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  was  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  married 
Miss  Eliza  Justin,  a daughter  of  Dillis  and  Olivan 
(Newman)  Justin,  and  the  children  born  of  this 
union  were  James,  our  subject;  Katie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  one  year ; Abbie,  wife  of  David  Christian, 

1 of  Springville  township ; Minnie,  deceased  wife  of 
Thomas  Brown ; Chancy ; and  Jennie,  wife  of 
Milburn  Oakley,  of  Kingsley,  Susquehanna  county. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1874,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one  years,  and  the  father  departed  this  life 
in  1891,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six. 

James  Springer  was  born  in  Springville  town- 
ship, September  30,  1859,  and  being  reared  in  that 
township,  his  education  was  acquired  in  its  com- 
mon schools.  At  the  age  of  eleven  he  began  to 
provide  for  himself  by  working  on  farms  or  in  a 
sawmill,  and  when  fifteen  years  old  entered  a grist- 
mill to  learn  the  trade,  which  he  followed  for  six 
years.  Since  then  he  has  engaged  in  milling  to 
some  extent  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.  In  1879 
he  bought  thirty-four  acres  of  land  in  Springville, 
and  on  selling  that  in  1884  he  purchased  100  acres 
of  unimproved  land  in  the  same  township.  Much 
of  this  tract  he  has  since  cleared  and  placed  under 
cultivation,  leaving  only  seven  acres  of  woodland. 
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In  1885  he  built  thereon  a good  residence,  which, 
together  with  the  other  improvements  he  has  made, 
has  cost  as  much  as  he  originally  paid  for  the  land. 
Besides  the  young  stock  and  sheep  he  has  upon  his 
farm,  he  keeps  six  cows  for  dairy  purposes,  and  he 
gives  considerable  attention  to  speculating  in  stock: 

On  December  16,  1883,  in  Springville  town- 
ship, Mr.  Springer  married  Miss  Hattie  Riker,  who 
was  born  April  23,  1865,  a daughter  of  Peter  and 
Eveline  (Oakley)  Riker.  Her  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Hiram  and  Lavina  (Miller)  Riker,  na- 
tives of  Germany,  and  her  maternal  grandparents 
were  Alonzo  and  Caroline  Oakley.  Mrs.  Springer 
is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  five 
children,  the  others  being  Ida,  wife  of  Andrew 
Beckwith,  of  Lake  county,  N.  Y. ; Fred,  deceased; 
Eugene,  a resident  of  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y. ; and  Sey- 
mour, a stonecutter  of  Lathrop  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Springer  have  an 
adopted  son,  Robert  Springer,  who  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  their  household  for  the  past  six  years,  and 
is  being  reared  as  their  own  child.  Both  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  are 
highly  respected  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of 
their  acquaintance.  In  political  sentiment  Mr. 
Springer  is  a stanch  Republican. 

THOMAS  L.  LAMB.  Among  the  active  and 
energetic 'members  of  the  farming  community  of 
Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  none 
stand  higher  in  the  esteem  of  their  fellow  citizens 
than  the  gentleman  whose  name  . introduces  this 
sketch.  There  his  entire  life  has  been  passed,  his 
birth  occurring  at  Comforts  Pond,  in  May,  1862. 

John  Lamb,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  the  same  township,  in  1832,  and  in  Honesdale, 
Penn.,  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Leach,  who 
was  born  in  Ireland,  in  1835,  and  when  quite  young 
was  brought  to  this  country  by  her  parents,  Thomas 
and  Martha  Leach,  who  first  located  in  Plonesdale, 
and  after  residing  there  for  several  years  removed 
to  a farm  in  Thompson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Mrs.  Lamb  was  principally  educated  in  the 
schools  of  this  State.  For  some  time  after  their 
marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject  continued  their 
residence  in  Honesdale,  and  then  removed  to  Com- 
forts Pond.  In  1863  the  father  purchased  the  pres- 
ent home  of  our  subject  in  Thompson  township, 
and  cleared  a large  portion  of  the  farm,  the  remain- 
der being  placed  under  cultivation  by  our  subject. 
Upon  this  place  they  have  erected  a good  set  of 
farm  buildings,  including  a modern  residence  and 
two  large  barns,  and  made  many  other  improve- 
ments which  add  to  its  beauty  and  value.  The  fa- 
ther planted  a large  orchard  which  is  now  in  fine 
bearing  condition.  He  and  his  wife  lived  to  enjoy 
many  of  the  fruits  of  former  toil,  becoming  quite 
well-to-do.  He  was  well  known  as  an  honest  man 
and  good  citizen — one  who  commanded  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 


He  died  upon  his  farm  in  1887,  and  his  worthy  wife 
passed  away  in  1898. 

Thomas  L.  Lamb,  the  only  son  of  this  couple, 
received  a fair  classical  education,  in  the  public 
and  high  schools  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Penn.  He  never 
left  the  parental  roof,  and  at  an  early  age  took  charge 
of  the  home  farm,  managing  his  father’s  business 
interests.  He  is  a thorough  and  systematic  agri- 
culturist and  has  met  with  marked. success  in  his  un- 
dertakings. 

In  November,  1881,  Mr.  Lamb  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Palmer,  who  was  born 
in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  in  October,  1865,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Whitney)  Palmer 
one  of  the  old  families  of  that  county.  The  father 
was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  one  of 
the  hospitals  during  his  service.  Mrs.  Lamb  is  the 
youngest  in  a family  of  three  children,  the  others 
being  Gertrude,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Delamater, 
of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. ; and  James,  a resident  of 
Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  who  is  married  and  has  two  sons, 
Albert  and  James.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
one  son,  George  T.,  who  was  born  in  April,  1883, 
and  is  now  a student  in  the  graded  schools  of 
Thompson.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Lamb  is  a 
Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  and  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  numbered  among  the  highly  respected  cit- 
izens of  Thompson  township.  Their  delightful 
home  and  its  surroundings  denote  the  culture  and 
refinement  of  the  inmates,  and  the  farm  shows  care- 
ful thought  in  management  and  thorough  under- 
standing of  the  business  in  all  its  branches. 

H.  B.  CARPENTER,  one  of  the  most  progres- 
sive and  public  spirited  citizens  of  New  Milford, 
has  for  thirty  years  been  identified  with  the  milling- 
interests  of  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming  counties. 
His  success  in  life  is  due  to  his  perseverance,  un- 
tiring enterprise,  resolute  purpose,  and  commend- 
able zeal,  and  his  actions  have  always  been  guided 
by  an  honesty  of  purpose  that  none  have  questioned. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Carpenter 
was  born  in  Lenox,  August  10,  1853,  a son  of  O.  A. 
and  Olivia  (Loomis)  Carpenter.  The  father,  who 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Luther 
Loomis  Carpenter,  was  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  Susquehanna  county,  coming  from  Connecticut 
and  locating  in  Lenox  at  an  early  day.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  seventh  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a family 
of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  one 
of  whom,  P.  R.  Carpenter,  was  a soldier  of  the 
Civil  war  and  is  now  a resident  of  Hallstead,  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

H.  B.  Carpenter  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
where  he  was  taught  to  be  honest  and  industrious, 
and  in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality  received 
a fair  literary  education,  which  has  been  of  prac- 
tical benefit  to  him  in  later  years.  Throughout  his 
active  business  life  he  has  engaged  in  milling  with 
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good  success  and  for  two  years  conducted  the  Har- 
ford Mills.  He  built  the  New  Milford  mills  and 
for  four  years  conducted  it  in  company  with  Will- 
iam T.  Moxley,  and  then  sold  out  his  interest  to 
h'im,  and  moved  to  Nicholson,  Wyoming  county, 
where  he  built  and  operated  a mill  for  four  years, 
when  he  sold  out  and  again  returned  to  New  Milford 
and  bought  back  the  property  he  now  occupies,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  in  company  with  Albert 
F.  Heitzman.  The  mill  has  a capacity  of  twenty 
tons  per  day,  is  operated  by  a forty-five  horse- 
power engine,  and  the  flour  turned  out,  being  of  a 
superior  quality,  finds  a ready  sale  in  the  local 
market. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Carpenter 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Chambers, 
a daughter  of  E.  P.  Chambers.  She  was  a most 
estimable  woman  and  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  She  died  in  1892,  since  which 
time  Mr.  Carpenter  has  married  Miss  Della  Hal- 
stead, of  Clifford,  Susquehanna  county,  and  one 
daughter,  Olivia  Halstead,  has  blessed  their  home. 
Mr.  Carpenter  is  also  a devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  is  an  active  and  zeal- 
ous worker  in  the  Church,  and  has  served  as  its 
treasurer  and  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  has  filled  many 
offices  in  the  borough  in  a most  creditable  and  sat- 
isfactory manner.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  cit- 
izens in  getting  the  excellent  system  of  city  water 
introduced,  and  served  as  its  treasurer  for  several 
years,  and  has  been  prominently  identified  with  all 
enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  public  welfare. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  popular  men 
in  the  village,  is  fair  and  honorable  in  all  business 
transactions,  and  well  merits  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  held. 

RICHARD  W.  GELATT,  a well-known 
wagon  manufacturer  at  Gelatt,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  a member  of  a prominent  pioneer  family,  and  was 
born  at  his  present  homestead  January  10,  1831. 

I he  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  this  country 
was  George  Gelatt,  a native  of  France,  who  took 
part  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  afterward  set- 
tled in  Massachusetts.  Between  1809  and  1812  he 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  upon  a farm 
one  mile  south  of  the  present  village  of  Gelatt,  on 
what  is  known  as  the  Newburgh  turnpike.  He  was 
a devout  Christian,  and  helped  to  found  the  Baptist 
Church  in  his  locality.  He  was  married  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  his  wife  died  in  1849,  aged  ninety- 
two  years;  his  death  occurred  in  1852,  at  the  great 
age  of  102  years.  Their  remains  now  rest  in  the 
family  burial  plot  at  Gelatt.  They  had  the  follow- 
ing children : Robert,  who  died  at  Thompson ; 

George,  our  subject’s  father;  Collins  and  Jonathan, 
who  died  at  Thompson  ; Richard,  who  died  in  Iowa ; 
and  Abigail,  who  married  Ebenezer  Blanchard,  and 
died  in  Gelatt. 

George  Gelatt  (2),  our  subject’s  father,  was 


horn  in  Massachusetts  July  4,  1790,  and  died  in  De- 
cember, 1865,  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in  farming  for 
many  years.  To  the  last  he  was  interested  in 
public  affairs,  being  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  he  was  also  identified  promi- 
nently with  the  Baptist  Church  at  Jackson,  which 
he  helped  to  build.  He  was  married,  on  October 
14,  1808,  to  Rebecca  Whaly,  who  died  in  1822,  and 
on  April  21,  1825,  lie  married  Susan  L.  Williams, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut  December  17,  1794, 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  'seventy-five  years.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  had  children  as  follows : Clarissa, 
born  October  30,  1809,  married  Somner  Griswold, 
and  died  in  Gibson;  John,  born  March  31,  1812, 
died  in  Gibson  township;  Elvira,  born  in  1814,  died 
aged  four  years;  Samantha,  born  August  25,  1816, 
married  Griswold  Bill,  and  died  in  March,  1895  ; 
George  Washington,  born  August  16,  1818,  died 
in  Gibson  in  1889 ; Rebecca,  born  April  20,  1820, 
married  Elliott  Benson.  By  the  second  union  there 
were  six  children:  Susan  E.,  born  February  17, 

1826,  died  January  18,  1833 ; Almeda,  born  August 
22,  1827,  died  November  13,  1830;  Marnel,  born 
January  7,  1829,  died  May  7,  1832;  Richard  W.  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below ; Gurdon,  born  April 
10,  1833,  died  December  2.  1872  ; Silas  C.,  born  No- 
vember 1,  1839,  resides  at  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  and 
is  more  fully  referred  to  in  the  sketch  of  Charles 
J.  Gelatt,  which  appears  elsewhere. 

Our  subject  left  home  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  to  work  in  a mill  at  Ararat,  Penn.,  as  an  ap- 
prentice. At  the  end  of  a year  he  determined  to 
engage  in  business  for  himself,  in  a mill  which  he 
had  previously  built  at  Gelatt.  In  1856  he  formed 
a partnership  with  his  father,  and  five  years  later  his 
brother  took  an  interest  in  the  mill,  continuing  four 
years,  our  subject  being  kept  busy  with  the  outside 
work  during  this  time.  He  did  not  relinquish  the 
mill  until  1864,  and  at  times  has  been  interested  in 
similar  work  since.  He  operated  a farm  until  1871, 
in  which  year  Tie  built  a wagon  shop,  which  he  has 
since  conducted,  with  E.  O.  Perry,  for  one  year, 
with  his  son  E.  R.  for  two  years,  and  subsequently 
alone.  He  also  follows  to  some  extent  the  business 
of  millwright.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Prohibi- 
tionist, and  he  has  served  as  judge  of  election,  au- 
ditor (nine  years),  and  member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee (nine  years)..  He  and  his  family  are  Bap- 
tists in  religious  faith,  and  at  one  time  he  was  trustee 
of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Jackson,  also  president  of 
the  hoard  of  trustees  and  trustee  of  the  Gelatt  Union 
Church  for  one  term. 

On  August  25,  1852,  Mr.  Gelatt  was  married, 
in  Gibson  township,  to  Miss  Catherine  L.  Harding, 
and  three  children  were  horn  to  them : ( 1 ) Susan 
E.,  horn  February  3,  1854,  married  George  C. 
Whitmarsh,  who  is  in  business  with  our  subject, 
and  they  have  had  four  children — Fred  O.,  Effie  E., 
William  R.  and  Frank  E.  (2)  Effie  S.,  born  De- 
cember 14,  1856,  died  March  21,  1870.  (3)  Ed- 
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rick  R.,  born  July  n,  i860,  resides  in  Gibson  town- 
ship. He  married  Miss  Addie  Foster,  and  has  had 
live  children,  Addie  Belle  (called  Belle),  Etta  M., 
Myron  E.,  Sue  and  Hugh  G. 

Mrs.  Gelatt  is  also  a member  of  an  old  and 
honored  family  of  this  section,  and  her  paternal 
grandparents,  Benjamin  and  Polly  (Hawkins) 
Harding,  removed  from  Susquehanna  county  to 
Wyoming  county  at  an  early  day ; both  died  in 
Indiana,  while  visiting  their  children.  Stukeley 
Harding,  Mrs.  Gelatt’s  father,  was  born  in  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  December  18,  1800, 
and  died  October  13,  1835,  in  Michigan,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming.  On  July  27,  1823,  he 
married  Charity  Rynearson,  who  was  born  in  Lenox 
township,  March  4,  1799,  an<^  died  there  October 
23>  1835.  She  was  buried  in  Lenox  township,  but 
her  husband’s  remains  were  interred  in  Michigan. 
Her  father,  Isaac  Rynearson,  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Legrange,  was 
a native  of  Kentucky.  Stukeley  and  Charity  Hard- 
ing had  the  following  children:  Charity,  born  June 
26,  1824,  married  George  Rosencrantz,  a farmer  in 
Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; Catherine  L.,  born  De- 
cember 3,  1825,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Stukeley 
M.,  born  May  3,  1828,  is  a farmer  in  Iowa;  Okey 
R.,  born  May  10,  1830,  is  a farmer  at  Harford  town- 
ship; Benjamin,  born  July  18,  1832,  is  blind,  and 
lives  in  retirement  upon  his  farm  at  Forkston,  Penn- 
sylvania. 


LUTPIER  WELLS.  The  name  Wells  has 
been  prominent  in  the  history  of  Clifford  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  from  the  earliest  white  set- 
tlement. The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent 
citizen  of  the  township,  is  of  the  fourth  generation 
from  James  Wells,  Sr.,  the  pioneer  who  almost  a 
century  ago  founded  the  family  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

James  Wells  was  born  in  1750,  at  Minisink,  on 
the  Delaware  river.  By  trade  he  was  a millwright, 
and  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution  he  owned  and 
operated  a mill  in.  what  is  now  Monroe  county. 
With  this  mill  he  ground  flour  which  he  furnished 
to  the  Revolutionary  army.  It  is  related  that  he 
had  in  his  service  a colored  boy  whom  he  sent  one 
day  with  an  ox-team  with  flour  for  the  soldiers. 
Indians  waylaid  the  team,  anci  shot  at  the  driver. 
The  boy  fled  and  escaped,  but  the  savages  cut  out 
the  tongues  of  the  oxen  and  left  them  to  perish. 
Mr.  Wells  remained  at  the  mill  during  the  war,  and 
was  granted  four  sections  of  land  near  the  present 
site  of  Stroudsburg.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
located  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tunkhannock,  and 
still  later  moved  up  to  what  is  now  Clifford  town- 
ship, following  his  occupation,  and  supplying  the 
needy  pioneers  with  their  meal  and  flour.  About 
or  prior  to  1806  he  owned  and  occupied  a farm  of 
one  houndred  acres  at  Elkdale.  His  first  mill  was 
destroyed  by  a freshet.  His  second  he  erected  in 


1807,  in  partnership  with  Asahel  Norton,  near  the 
present  site  of  McAlla's.  This,  too,  was  carried 
away  by  a freshet,  about  1813.  Selling  his  farm, 
he  removed  about  a mile  above  Clifford’s  Corners.. 
He  died  ■ in  June,  1839,  aged  eighty-nine  years. 
James  Wells  was  twice  married,  first  on  May  16, 
1771,  to  Jane  Westbbrook,  by  whom  he  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Abraham,  born  September  20, 

1774;  Sarah,  born  April  20,  1777,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Hardsif ; Isaac,  born  September  1,  1779;  Lydia, 
born  July  17,  1781  ; and  James,  born  September  18, 
1783.  The  mother  of  these  dying,  the  father  wed- 
ded, on  February  13,  1787,  Miss  Kate  Van  Auken,. 
who  died  in  1S31,  aged  sixty-nine,  years.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: John,  born  February  5,  1788;  Polly,  born 

August  28,  1789,  who  married  James  Phinn ; Will- 
iam, born  April  7,  1793;  Jane,  born  October  25, 
1795;  Phoebe,  born  December  13,  1798,  who  mar- 
ried Alanson  Halstead;  Betsey,  born  February  14, 
1800,  who  married  a Mr.  Button;  Nathaniel,  born 
September  6,  1802;  and  Eliphalet,  born  May  28,. 
1806.  Four  of  the  sons — John,  William,  Eliphalet 
and  James — settled  in  Clifford  township. 

John  Wells,  born  February  5,  1788,  died  De- 
cember 28,  1843,  m Clifford  township.  He  was 
married,  on  November  14,  1813,  to  Miss  Anna  Mil- 
ler, who  was  born  June  12,  1796,  and  died  May  4, 
I^75>  her  remains  being  interred  at  Elkdale.  To 
tins  union  came  children  as  follows:  Adam, 

born  May  9,  1815,  died  in  Clifford  township; 
Eleanor,  born  May  11,  1817,  .married  Henry  Ben- 
nett, and  is  deceased;  Mary  A.,  born  May  15,  1819, 
now  deceased,  was  the  second  wife  of  Henry  Ben- 
nett; Charles,  born  April  27,  1821,  Is  a general 
farmer  of  Clifford  township;  Elvira,  born  February 
23,  1823,  is  unmarried,  and  resides  with  her  brother 
Charles ; Eliphalet,  born  August  27,  1825,  when 
last  heard  from  was  in  Arizona;  Jeremiah,  born 
September  12,  1827,  is  deceased;  Catherine,  born 
May  15,  1830,  married  William  Stevens,  a farmer 
of  Clifford  township;  James,  born  September  12, 
1832,  is  a carpenter  of  Clifford  township;  Jesse, 
born  September  7,  1835,  died  May  13,  1864.  The 
father  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

Capt.  James  Wells,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  two  and  a half  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Clifford  township  with  his  father’s  family.  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  of  which  he  was  a lifelong  res- 
ident, was  a man  of  considerable  prominence,  and 
was  commissioned  captain  of  militia.  Pie  married 
Polly  Oakley,  and  they  reared  a -family  of  children 
as  follows:  William,  Sophia  (Mrs.  Holloway 

Lowery),  Jerusha  (wife  of  Garrett  Coleman),  Amy 
(Mrs.  Alpheus  Baker),  Wright,  Mary  A.  (Mrs. 
■I.  Mead),  and  Asenath  (wife  of  C.  N.  Miller). 

William  Wells,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Clifford  township,  April  n,  1809.  He 
adopted  the  occupation  of  a farmer,  and  remained 
in  Clifford  township  through  life.  He  was  mar- 
ried, October  10,  1833,  to  Frances  J.  Baker,  a na~ 
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tive  of  Canada,- born  November  n,  1815,  daughter 
of  Artemas  and  Lovicy  (Barnes)  Baker,  who  at 
the  age  of  two  years  came  to  Clifford  township  with 
her  parents.  To  William  and  Frances  Wells  came 
the  following  children:  James  I.,  born 'November 

23,  1834,  died  at  Traverse  City,  Mich.,  March  8, 
1885  ; William  H.,  born  September  20,  1836,  died 
January  1,  1839;  Judson,  born  October  9,  1838,  a 
farmer  of  Clark’s  Green,  Lackawanna  county ; Will- 
iam W.,  born  April  18,  1840,  died  March  15,  1843  ; 
Mary  L.,  born  November  26,  1842,  who  married  for 
her  first  husband  William  Bennett,  and  for  her  sec- 
ond John  Griffith,  and  who  now  lives  in  Kanopolis, 
Ivans.;  Ruth,  born  June  19,  1845,  widow  of  Elisha 
Burdick,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township ; Luther, 
our  subject,  born  November  26,  1848;  and  Fran- 
ces W.,  born  September  28,  1831,  who  was  three 
times  married,  her  first  husband  being  Frank  Bag- 
ley,  her  second  D.  O.  Jones,  and  her  present  hus- 
band James  Nickerson  (he  is  a farmer  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  a cheese  factory  and  creamery  at  Afton, 
New  York). 

Luther  Wells,  our  subject,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  began  work  in  a blacksmith  shop  locat- 
ed just  across  the  road  from  his  residence,  and  fol- 
lowed this  trade  very  successfully.  Without  serv- 
ing any  formal  apprenticeship,  he  became  an  expert 
artisan.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  had  the  com- 
mon aspiration  of  young  men  to  see  a little  of  the 
world,  and  the  following  three  years  he  spent  at 
Hyde  Park,  at  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  at  Manchester, 
Tenn.  Returning  to  Suesquehanna  county  lie  was 
married  (the  first  time),  and  for  two  years  operated 
a blacksmith  shop  at  Elkdale.  He  then  purchased 
and  removed  to  the  well-improved  farm  which  he 
has  since  successfully  managed. 

Mr.  Wells  was  married,  September  28,  1872, 
in  Clifford  township,  to  Miss  Nettie  Burdick,  who 
was  born  in  Clifford  township  in  1850,  daughter 
of  Abram  and  Thankful  (Burdick)  Burdick,  promi- 
nent settlers  of  Susquehanna  county.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  was  one  Child,  Etta  T.,  now  at  home 
with  her  father.  Mrs.  Wells  died  June  20,  1876, 
aged  twenty-six  years.  His  second  wife,  Mrs.  Har- 
riet (Goodrich)  Richardson,  our  subject  married 
August  23,  1878.  She  was  born  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  October  22,  1853,  daughter  of  George  P.  and 
Hannah  (Lent)  Goodrich,  the  former  of  whom  en- 
listed in  1861,  in  Company  K,  17th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  was  killed  in  1864,  aged  forty-four 
years ; the  mother  died  in  Peabody,  Ivans.,  in  1883, 
aged  fifty-three  years.  The  children  of  George  P. 
and  Hannah  Goodrich  were  as  follows : Nathaniel, 
a farmer  of  Lackawanna  county ; Martha,  who  mar- 
ried John  Whiting,  of  Hyde  Park ; David,  a farmer 
of  Eldorado,  Ivans. ; Harriet,  Mrs.  Wells ; Stephen, 
a farmer  of  Kansas ; Fannie,  a school  teacher  of 
Clifford  township,  who  married  John  DeLaFon- 
tane,  a farmer ; and  George,  a farmer  and  carpen- 
ter of  Lackawanna  county.  For  her  first  husband 
Harriet  Goodrich  married  Theo  F.  Richardson,  son 


of  Frank  Richardson.  He  was  a machine  agent, 
and  died  in  Harford  township  in  1875,  aged  twenty- 
five.  By  this  marriage  there  were  no  children. 

To  Luther  and  Harriet  Wells  have  been  born 
three  children — E.  Pearl,  Rosella  M.  and  Leora  E., 
all  at  home.  Our  subject  has  a pleasant  home,  and 
ranks  among  the  substantial  and  influential  citizens. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  Republican.  He  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Farmers  Alliance,  and  has  been 
called  upoil  fill  various  local  offices,  is  interested 
in  educational  affairs,  and  has  served  a number  of 
terms  as  school  director.  At  present  he  is  poor  di- 
rector of  Clifford  township.  A man  of  marked 
business  ability,  possessing  integrity  of  character 
and  the  golden  traits  of  industry  and  thrift,  his  suc- 
cess in  life  has  been  wholly  deserved,  and  is  due  to 
his  own  efforts. 

THERON  STRICKLAND  is  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  enterprising  and  successful  farmers 
of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county.  His 
tastes  have  always  inclined  him  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  the  stock  raising  and  dairy  industries  have 
found  in  him  one  of  their  most  able  representatives. 

Our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Stow 
Strickland,  who  was  probably  a native  of  England, 
and  settled  in  Connecticut  at  an  early  day.  His 
son,  Jonathan  Strickland,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  is  believed  to  have  been  born  in  the  Nut- 
meg- State.  For  some  time  he  lived  in  what  was 
known  as  the  stone  tavern,  near  Shohola  Falls, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  later  came  to  Springville  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  locating  on  the  farm 
where  our  subject  now  lives.  He  was  a millwright 
by  trade,  and  during  his  residence  in  Pike  county 
operated  an  up-and-down  mill.  His  wife  died  No- 
vember 25,  1815,  and  his  death  occurred  Julv 
3,  1816.  To  them  were  born  four  children,  all 
now  deceased,  namely:  Jonathan;  Sylvester,  fa- 

ther of  our  subject ; Sarah,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Rosen- 
grant ; and  Phcebe,  wife  of  Samuel  Sutton,  of 
Springville  township. 

Sylvester  Strickland  was  born  near  Shohola 
Falls,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  August  7,  1791,  and  from 
there  removed  to  Wyoming  county,  where  he  was 
married,  September  n,  1811,  to  Miss  Rachel  Tav- 
lor,  born  in  Connecticut,  June  3,  1792.  When  a 
child  she  was  taken  to  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  by 
her  parents,  Obediah  and  Rhoda  (Wilcox)  Taylor; 
her  father  died  October  27,  1830,  her  mother  Jan- 
uary 1,  1855.  On  leaving  Wyoming  county  the 
father  of  our  subject  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
and  in  Springville  township  purchased  120  acres  of 
wild  land,  of  which  he  cleared  a large  portion,  con- 
verting it  into  well-tilled  fields.  His  political  sup- 
port was  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  most 
acceptably  filled  the  office  of  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship. He  died  October  1,  1876,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  May  21,  1868.  To  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  Calvin 
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Rogers,  of  Springville  township ; Ezra,  deceased ; 
Isaac,  who  died  during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war ; 
Susana,  deceased  wife  of  Theron  Marsey,  of  Wyo- 
ming county;  Esther,  deceased  wife  of  J.  W.  Fisk, 
of  Morrison,  Whiteside  Co.,  111. ; John,  deceased, 
whose  son,  J.  J.  Strickland,  is  represented  elsewhere  ; 
Alfred,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Omaha, 
Neb.;  Philander,  a resident  of  Springville  township; 
Ruth,  wife  of  Preston  Merritt,  a farmer  of  Spring- 
ville township;  Theron,  our  subject;  and  Clarissa, 
deceased  wife  of  Martin  Park,  of  Springville  town- 
ship. 

Theron  Strickland  was  born  June  iS,  1830, 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Springville  township,  where 
he  still  resides.  He  married  Miss  Susan  Shook, 
who  was  born  in  Eaton,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  July 
10,  1843,  a sister  of  Samuel  A.  Shook,  whose  sketch 
is  given  elsewhere.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Jacob  Shook,  a farmer  uv  occupation,  was  born  in 
Plainfield  township,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
died  in  Tunkhannock,  Wyoming  county,  where  his 
remains  were  interred.  Her  father,  John  Shook, 
was  also  a native  of  Plainfield  township,  Northamp- 
ton county,  born  in  1810,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  married  Miss  Lydia  Albert,  a daughter 
of  Jacob  Albert,  also  of  Northampton  county,  and 
in  1840  they  removed  to  Tunkhannock,  Wyoming 
county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  his  death,  in  1872.  The  mother  died 
in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  To  this  worthy 
couple  were  born  six  children,  namely:  John  Ja- 

cob, a miller,  of  New  York  State;  William,  a miller, 
of  Maine,  N.  Y. ; E.  A.,  a farmer  of  Indiana ; Sam- 
uel A.,  a farmer  of  Springville  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.;  Susan,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Mary,  wife  of  George  Weaver,  of  Scranton,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strickland  have  four  children. 

(1)  Alice,  born  February  4,  1864,  is  at  home. 

(2)  Jennie,  born  November  12,  1865,  is  the  wife 
of  E.  H.  Sherman,  of  Springville  township,  and 
their  children  are  Earl  Rhesa  and  Willis  Clark. 

(3)  Clark,  born  May  2,  1868,  married  Musetta 
Robison,  of  Missouri,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Cecile  Rachel.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  (4)  Jesse,  born 
March  13,  1870,  married  Dolly  Squier,  and  they 
have  two  children — Raymond  Boyd  and  Ruth. 
Jesse  Strickland  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Springville  township. 

After  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in 
Springville  township,  October  13,  1862,  Mr.  Strick- 
land brought  his  bride  to  the  old  homestead,  where 
they  have  since  resided.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
he  took  entire  charge  of  the  place,  and  since  his  fa- 
ther’s death  has  become  the  owner  of  the  same.  It 
comprises  120  acres,  and  besides  this  he  has  an  ad- 
joining tract  of  200  acres.  Of  this  amount  250  acres 
have  been  cleared,  and  our  subject  bore  an  active 
part  in  transforming  the  wild  land  into  highly-culti- 
vated and  productive  fields.  In  connection  with 


general  farming  he  is  engaged  in  stock  raising  and 
dairying,  and  has  upon  his  place  thirty-five  head  of 
cattle  and  a flock  of  sheep.  During  his  entire  life 
he  has  spent  but  seven  weeks  away  from  home,  and 
during  that  time  visited  his  family.  He  is  an  ardent 
Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  cared  for  the 
honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office,  and  when 
once  elected  supervisor  of  his  township  he  refused 
to  qualify.  He  has  served  on  the  election  board, 
however,  and  always  takes  a deep  and  commendable 
interest  in  public  affairs.  Both  be  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Grange,  of  Springville,  and  he  also 
belongs  to  the  Five  States  Milk  Associaton.  Mrs. 
Strickland  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at 
Springville. 

SAMUEL  ARNOLD  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Clifford  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  who  has  met  with  well-merited 
success  in  his  chosen  calling.  Naturally  energetic, 
and  of  more  than  ordinary  business  capacity,  he  has 
been  extremely  fortunate  in  his  labors  and  invest- 
ments, and  seems  especially  adapted  to  the  business 
which  he  now  follows. 

Mr.  Arnold  was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
March  2 7,  1826,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Ann  (Reyn- 
olds) Arnold,  natives  of  Rhode  Island,  who  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  April,  1826,  and  located  on 
the  farm  which  is  now  the  home  of  our  subject. 
After  residing  there  twenty  years  they  removed  to 
Carbondale,  where  the  father  conducted  a store  for 
eight  vears,  and  then  returned  to  the  farm,  making 
his  home  with  our  subject  until  called  from  this  life, 
in  1867,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  His  wife  died 
just  five  weeks  before,  at  the  same  age,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Elkdale,  Penn.  They  were 
members  of  the  Old-School  Baptist  Church,  and 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Job,  who  died  in  Rhode  Island  ; Solomon, 
who  died  in  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Amy,  deceased 
wife  of  George  Brownell;  William,  deceased;  Ellen, 
deceased  wife  of  James  Brownell ; Abel  who  died 
in  Wilkes  Barre ; Abby,  wife  of  C.  R.  Clark,  of 
Carbondale;  and  Samuel,  our  subject. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Samuel  Arnold  has 
resided  in  the  old  homestead,  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  for  forty-five  years  he  has  given 
special  attention  to  stock  raising,  also  shipping  and 
dealing  extensively.  His  farm  comprises  225  acres, 
well  improved,  with  good  buildings,  etc.  He  was 
married  in  Clifford  township,  in  November,  1845, 
to  Miss  Rebecca  L.  Halstead,  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children : Margaret  J.,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Wells,  a farmer  of  Clifford 
township,  and  had  four  children,  Samuel  (who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years),  Lorenzo  J.,  Fred  W. 
and  M.  Rupert.  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Silas  Finn,  a 
railroad  man  of  Scranton,  and  has  had  two  chil- 
dren— Samuel  (who  died  when  one  and  one-half 
years  old),  and  Harry,  Mary  H.  married  (first) 
John  Daniel,  and  (second)  William  Jones,  a railroad 
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man  of  Northumberland,  Penn.;  there  were  no  chil- 
dren by  the  first  union,  and  two  by  the  second — one 
that  died  in  infancy,  and  Leone  R. 

Mrs.  Arnold  was  born  in  Clifford  township, 
September  12,  1825,  a daughter  of  Alanson  and 
Phoebe  (Wells)  Halstead,  natives  of  Orange  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  re- 
spectively. When  a young  man  the  father  came 
with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  where 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life  he  followed 
farming ; he  held  various  township  offices.  He 
died  in  1867,  aged  eighty  years,  his  wife  in  1872, 
aged  eighty-one,  and  their  remains  were  interred 
at  Elkdale,  Penn.  They  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  for  many  years,  and  were  held  in 
high  regard  by  their  neighbors  and  friends.  Their 
children  were  as  follows : David,  deceased ; Cather- 
ine, deceased  wife  of  Alexander  Coleman ; Rachel, 
wife  of  Searle  Peck;  John,  a resident  of  Clifford 
Corners,  who  died  in  November,  189.9;  Nathaniel, 
a retired  carpenter  and  prominent  citizen  of  Scrant- 
on; Rebecca  L.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Margaret,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Sylvanus  Doolittle;  Charles,  a resi- 
dent of  Scranton  ; Mary,  who  died  unmarried  ; Silas, 
a resident  of  Clifford  township ; Sidney,  deceased ; 
and  Hugh,  who  died  young. 

Mr.  Arnold  is  unwavering  in  his  allegiance  to 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  been  honored  with 
the  offices  of  assessor  and  auditor,  both  of  which  he 
most  creditably  filled.  He  is  quite  prominent 
socially  as  a worthy  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  F. 
& A.  M.,  at  Forest  City;  of  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men,  Carbondale;  of  the  Farmers  Alliance, 
Dundaff ; and  of  the  LInited  Order  American  Me- 
chanics, Dundaff. 

MICHAEL  KRANTZ,  a well-known  manu- 
facturer of  soft  drinks  and  proprietor  of  the  Key- 
stone Bottling  Works,  of  Forest  City,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  in  Wayne  county  March  20,  1858, 
and  is  a son  of  Mathias  and  Anna  M.  (Slung) 
Kiantz,  natives  of  Germany.  His  grandparents 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  country. 

Mi.  Krantz  s parents  emigrated  to  America  in 
!S52,  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  where  they,  continued  to  make  their  home 
throughout  life  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
spent  at  Rondout,  N.  Y.,  the  father  being  engaged 
in  boating  on  the  canal  at  that  place.  Pie  also  fol- 
lowed the  same  occupation  during  his  early  resi- 
dence in  Wayne  county,  and  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming.  He  died  in  1871,  ag'ed  seventy- 
two  years,  the  mother  in  1880,  aged  seventy-two. 
Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  he  was  a Democrat  in  politics.  Their 
children  were  Peter,  who  operated  a brewery  at 
Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in  1899;  Mathias, 
who  was  drowned  in  the  canal  when  young;  Mar- 
garet, deceased  wife  of  Joseph  Hessling;  Joseph, 
who  was  accidentally  killed  on  the  dock  at  Hones- 
dale ; Catherine,  widow  of  Peter  Moyer,  and  a resi- 


dent of  White  Mills,  Wayne  county;  Anna,  wife  of 
Peter  Everling,  of  White  Mills ; and  Michael,  our 
subject. 

Michael  Krantz  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
with  his  parents  until  eleven  years  of  age,  and  then 
went  upon  the  canal,  being  engaged  in  boating  at 
intervals  for  fifteen  years,  on  seventeen  different 
canals,  including  the  Delaware  & Hudson ;.  Erie ; 
Raritan ; etc.  He  was  employed  one  year  as  cook 
on  a tug  in  the  New  York  Harbor,  and  for  the  same 
length  of  time  was  similarly  engaged  on  Lake  Erie. 
As  a canal  boatman  his  first  and  last  employment 
was  on  the  Erie  canal,  and  he  served  as  cabin  boy 
on  a vessel  plying  between  New  York  and  the  West 
Indies.  While  boating  he  was  employed  at  inter- 
vals in  breweries,  and  spent  one  year  in  Iowa,  Ne- 
braska and  Colorado,  working  in  breweries  and  also 
in  a brick  varcl.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  held  a 
position  in  a brewery  at  Honesdale,  and  later  drove 
a team  for  his  brother,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
same  business  at  Carbondale.  From  there  he  came 
to  Forest  City  in  August,  1888,  purchasing  his  pres- 
ent plant  from  William  O’Keefe.  He  bottles  liquors, 
and  manufactures  all  kinds  of  soft  drinks,  doing 
quite  an  extensive  and  profitable  business.  He  is 
enterprising  and  energetic,  and  the  success  that  he 
has  achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  un- 
aided efforts  and  good  business  ability.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a Roman  Catholic,  and  in  political  senti- 
ment he  is  a Democrat. 

At  Honesdale,  May  29,  1883,  Mr.  Krantz  mar- 
ried Miss  Josephine  Ackerman,  by  whom  he  has 
had  seven  children,  namely : Mathias,  at  home ; 
Anna,  Henry  and  Mary,  all  deceased;  and  Joseph, 
Catherine  and  Willie,  at  home.  Mrs.  Krantz  was 
born  in  Honesdale,  December  9,  1861,  a daughter 
of  Henry  and  Mary  (Manzer)  Ackerman,  natives  of 
Rhein  Mosel,  Germany,  the  former  born  March  I2r 
1824,  the  latter  in  September,  1835.  They  were 
married  in  Honesdale,  where  they  still  reside,  the 
father  being  a stonemason  and  butcher.  Religious- 
ly they  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  They 
have  had  children  as  follows : Catherine,  wife  of 
John  Work,  of  Carbondale;  Peter,  a meat  merchant 
of  Chicago,  111. ; Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Logan,  of 
White  Mills,  Penn. ; Gertrude,  wife  of  Gustave 
Heinichel,  a clerk;  Josephine,  wife  of  our  subject;. 
Henry,  deceased ; Anna,  wife  of  William  Stein- 
back,  of  Chicago ; Sophia,  at  home  in  Honesdale ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Leonard  Keltz,  a butcher  of 
Forest  City;  Magdelina,  at  home;  Joseph,  justice  of 
the  peace  at  Forest  City;  Susannah,  deceased;  and 
Henry  and  Florence,  both  at  home.  Mrs.  Krantz’s 
paternal  grandparents,  Hubbard  and  Anna  M. 
(Lozier)  Ackerman,  natives  of  Germany,  came  to 
the  New  World  in  1849,  and  located  in  Honesdale, 
Penn.,  where  the  grandfather  died  shortly  after  his 
arrival.  Her  maternal  grandparents,  John  P.  and 
Anna  (Kizer)  Manzer,  also  natives  of  Germany, 
came  to  America  at  the  same  time,  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives  in  Honesdale.  Mr.  Manzer 
was  a shoemaker  by  occupation. 
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EDWARD  JAMES  RICHARDSON,  propri- 
etor of  the  Crystal  Spring  Bottling  Works,  at  Haw- 
ley, Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the  most  industrious, 
enterprising  and  progressive  business  men  of  the 
place. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  born  there  May  22,  1864, 
a son  of  Edward  and  Julia  (Hallinan)  Richardson, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  whence  they  came  to  America  in 
1849,  first  locating  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  the  father  worked  on  the  canal  as  a boat 
gauger  and  foreman.  Coming  to  Hawley  in  1851, 
he  continued  with  the  same  company  until  1872, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  business  in  which  our 
subject  is  now  interested — bottling  beer  and  other 
drinks.  He  died  at  Hawley,  April  18,  1897,  aged 
seventy-seven  years.  Religiously  he  was  a Cath- 
olic, while  politically  he  was  not  identified  with  any 
particular  party,  voting  for  the  man  whom  he  be- 
lieved best  qualified  to  fill  the  office.  He  was  called 
upon  to  serve  in  a number  of  local  offices  in  Pal- 
myra township,  and  always  discharged  his  duties  in 
a prompt  and  commendable  manner.  Of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  Edward  and  Julia  (Hallinan)  Rich- 
ardson, Ann  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; Patrick 
died  at  the  age  of  six  years  and  five  months;  John, 
the  present  vardmaster  for  the  Pillsbury  Flouring 
Mills,  of  Minnesota,  married  Ella  Welsh,  and  after 
her  death  married  Mary  Curtin ; James  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years ; Henry,  a hotel-keeper  of  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y.,  married  Catherine  Ward,  and  has  a 
family  of  six  sons  and  five  daughters ; Thomas  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years ; Edward  J.  is  next  in  the 
order  of  birth  ; Michael  died  at  the  age  of  one  year  ; 
Mary  died  at  the  age  of  three  months ; and  Luke 
P.,  of  Hawlev,  completes  the  family. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  with  his  par- 
ents until  thirty  years  of  age,  and  when  quite  young 
began  working  for  his  father.  While  the  latter  and 
his  son  Luke  conducted  the  store,  our  subject  bad 
charge  of  the  bottling  works,  and  from  1884  the 
profit  of  the  soda-water  department  belonged  to 
him.  Since  1893  he  has  engaged  in  business  alone 
at  his  present  place,  and  now  manufactures  sarsa- 
parilla, ginger-ale,  birch  beer,  orange  cider,  lemon 
sour,  and  all  carbonated  waters,  using  pure  moun- 
tain spring  water  in  their  manufacture.  He  also 
bottles  beer,  ale  and  porter,  and  is  doing  an  extensive 
and  profitable  business. 

On  August  10,  1892,  at  Hawley,  Mr.  Richard- 
son wedded  Miss  Mary  Keheler,  Father  Stanley 
officiating.  She  is  a native  of  Hawley,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Garret  and  Catherine  Keheler.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richardson  Uave  three  children : Mary,  Helen  and 

Bessie.  The  parents  are  communicants  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  while  politically  Mr.  Richardson 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  socially 
he  affiliates  with  the  C.  M.  B.  A.,  of  Hawley. 

Garret  Keheler  is  at  this  writing  the  efficient 
track  inspector  for  the  New  York  & Erie  railroad, 
with  residence  at  Hawley.  Born  May  21,  1839,  in 

County  Galway,  Ireland,  he  is  a son  of  Hugh  and 
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Bridget  (Welsh)  Keheler,  farming  people  of  County 
Galway,  Ireland,  whose  children  were:  John,  who 
came  to  America,  but  was  lost  track  of,  and  his 
whereabouts  afterward  were  unknown ; Margaret ; 
Garret;  Mary,  a resident  of  New  York;  and  Mich- 
ael, who  died  in  Ireland.  Garret  Keheler,  in  April, 
1862,  married  Catherine  Murray,  and  the  union  was 
blessed  by  the  following  children : Mary  married 

E.  J.  Richardson ; John  is  a glass-blower,  residing 
at  Massillon,  Ohio ; William  is  deceased ; and  Misses 
Catherine  and  Anna  are  with  their  parents.  The 
mother  of  this  family  was  born  in  County  Galway, 
Ireland,  January  1 2,  1840,  a daughter  of  Patrick 
and  Bridget  (Kirk)  Murray,  also  natives  of  that 
place.  She  came  to  this  country  in  1844,  with  her 
brother,  her  parents  having  remained  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  Keheler  came  to  America  in  1851,  stopping  one 
year  in  New  York,  thence  to  Hawley.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  in  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

THEODORE  A.  ROBERTS.  Among  the 
sturdy,  energetic  and  successful  farmers  of  East 
Rush,  Susquehanna  county,  who  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  vocation  which  they  follow,  and  con- 
sequently are  enabled  to  carry  on  that  calling  with 
profit  to  themselves,  is  the  subject  of  this  notice. 
He  is  a native  of  that  county,  born  in  Dimock  town- 
ship, January  1,  1854,  and  is  a representative  of  one 
of  its  honored  pioneer  families. 

Mr.  Roberts’  grandfather,  Horatio  Roberts, 
was  born  in  Vermont,  a son  of  Hart  and  Pattie 
Roberts,  also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
where  the  latter  died.  The  former  subsequently 
married  again,  and  died  in  the  West.  At  an  early 
day  Horatio  Roberts  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of 
his  community,  and  held  several  township  offices. 
Here  he  married  Calista  Wells,  a native  of  Brad- 
ford county,  this  State,  and  a daughter  of  Amasa 
Wells.  He  died  in  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1867,  aged  sixty-six  years,  his  wife  in 
Jessup  township,  in  1874,  and  both  were  buried  in 
Prospect  Hill  cemetery.  They  were  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  was  an  active  worker  and  served  as  class-leader. 
Politically  he  was  first  a Whig,  and  later  a Repub- 
lican. His  children  were  Sally,  wife  of  Christian 
Davis,  of  Camptown,  Penn. ; Charles,  deceased,  who 
married  Nancy  Shelp ; Adeline,  deceased  wife  of 
William  Seiber ; Horace  Agard,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; Louisa,  who  married  Anderson  Johnson,  and 
lives  on  the  old  homestead ; and  William,  who  died 
in  Dimock  township. 

Horace  Agard  Roberts,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  in  Dimock  township,.  June  15,  1833,  and 
on  attaining  to  man's  estate  he  was  married,  in 
Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  May,  1853, 
to  Miss  Chloe  E.  Shelp,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, namely:  William  H.,  who  married  Ella  Estus, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Rush  township ; and 
Theodore  A.,  our  subject.  Tbe  wife  and  mother 
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was  born  in  Jessup  township,  December  21,  1835, 
and  died  in  the  same  place,  July  20,  1896,  being  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Fairdale  cemetery.  Her  parents  were 
Henry  and  Betsy  (Maine)  Shelp,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  the  Mohawk  Valley,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Con- 
necticut. After  his  marriage  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject located  upon  the  farm  in  Jessup  township 
where  he  still  continues  to  reside.  From  William 
Smith  he  purchased  300  acres  of  valuable  land,  and 
for  many  years  was  actively  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  is  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  former  toil.  He  is  one  of  the  wealthiest 
and  most  substantial  citizens  of  his  community,  and 
is  widely  and  favorably  known.  He  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
identified  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  filled  the 
office  of  supervisor  of  his  township  for  six  years, 
and  school  director  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
Prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  he  enlisted,  at 
Parkvale,  Susquehanna  county,  in  August,  1862, 
for  three  years,  as  a member  of  Company  H,  141st 
P.  V.  I.,  under  command  first  of  Capt.  Cash  Tyler, 
and  later  of  Capt.  John  Giles.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Gettysburg,  Chancellorsville,  Cold  Har- 
bor, Antietam,  Culpeper,  Poplar  Grove,  Clover  Hill, 
and  various  skirmishes,  and  on  Sunday  morning, 
during  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  the  Rebels 
made  a charge  on  him  while  crossing  a creek,  and 
he  was  trampled  upon.  He  was  not  sent  to  hos- 
pital at  that  time,  but  at  another  time  was  confined 
in  the  hospital  at  Fort  Schuyler  for  thirty  days,  with 
typhoid  fever. 

On  leaving  home,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
Theodore  A.  Roberts  commenced  teaching  school 
in  Susquehanna  county,  and  after  being  thus  em- 
ployed for  two  years  attended  the  Lowell  Commer- 
cial College,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
graduated.  The  year  following  he  was  a student  at 
Whitney’s  Point  Academy,  N.  Y.,  and  subsequently 
he  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Jasper  and  Law- 
rence counties,  Mo.,  for  two  years.  On  his  return 
to  Susquehanna  county  he  was  married,  and  located 
upon  his  present  farm  at  East  Rush,  where  he  owns 
130  acres  of  fine  land,  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  well  improved  with  good  buildings.  He 
served  as  postmaster  at  that  place  for  the  long 
period  of  twenty-one  years,  resigning  the  position 
in  August,  1898;  has  also  served  as  township  au- 
ditor two  terms ; assessor  one  term ; and  school 
director  six  years ; and  his  official  duties  have  al- 
ways been  discharged  with  promptness  and  fidelity, 
winning  the  commendation  of  all  concerned.  Po- 
litically he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  religiously  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  for  the  past  ten  years. 

In  Forest  Lake  township.  Susquehanna  county, 
Mr.  Roberts  was  married,  March  15,  1876,  to  Miss 
Ella  J.  Hamlin,  and  to  them  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Minnie;  Ida  V.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years  and  two  months ; Glenn  H. ; and  Mabel. 

Mrs.  Roberts  was  born  in  Forest  Lake  town- 
ship, August  12,  1853,  a daughter  of  Joseph  P.  and 


Phoebe  (Gray)  Flamlin,  natives  of  Broome  county, 
N.  Y.  When  a child  of  seven  years  the  father  came 
with  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  throughout 
life.  In  was  while  on  a visit  to  a sister  in  New 
York  that  he  became  acquainted  with  his  future 
wife.  They  began  their  married  life  in  Forest 
Lake  township,  where  he  worked  for  four  years  at 
the  cooper’s  trade,  and  following  same  later  in  con- 
nection with  farming.  He  was  born  June  22,  1823, 
and  died  September  20,  1898,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred in  Birchardville  cemetery.  He  was  a con- 
sistent member  of  the  Baptist.  Church,  to  which  his 
widow  also  belongs.  She  was  born  June  10,  1829, 
and  is  now  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Forest 
Lake  township.  The  children  born  to  them  were 
as  follows:  Ella  J.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Ada  V., 

wife  of  Samuel  Melhish,  a farmer  of  Forest  Lake 
township ; William  A.,  who  married  Kate  Evans, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  the  same  township ; 
Esther  L.,  wife  of  Ferris  Bolles,  a farmer  of  Jessup 
township;  Seth  C.,  who  was  killed  by  a falling  tree, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; and  Charles  R.,  who 
married  Josephine  Moore,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Mrs.  Roberts’  paternal  grandparents,  Solomon 
and  Clarissa  (Wells)  Hamlin,  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, and  on  coming  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  in  1830,  located  in  Forest  Lake  township. 
The  grandfather,  a cooper  and  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, was  born  April  16,  1796,  and  died  on  the  farm 
in  Forest  Lake  township,  where  he  first  located, 
in  April,  1875.  His  wife  was  born  February  1,  1800, 
and  died  in  July,  1877.  They  were  married  March 
11,  1818,  and  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
children : George  H.,  a retired  citizen  of  Forest 

Lake  township ; Mariette,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years;  Joseph  P.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Rob- 
erts; Jerusha  C.,  deceased  wife  of  Joswin  Blair; 
Abby  and  Eunice,  both  deceased  ; William,  deceased ; 
twins  who  died  in  infancy;  Seth  C.,  who  was  killed 
in  the  Civil  war ; another  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Eliza  and  Elias,  the  former  of  whom  is  the  wife  of 
David  Pitcher,  of  New  York,  the  latter  dying 
young;  Ruth,  wife  of  Daniel  Boardman,  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; and  Theron  and  Amy,  both  de- 
ceased. 

Mrs.  Roberts’  maternal  grandparents,  Richard 
and  Sarah  (Knapp)  Gray,  spent  their  entire  lives 
as  agriculturists  in  New  York  State.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Esther,  deceased  wife  of  Jesse  Port; 
Hiram,  a resident  of  New  York  State;  Phoebe, 
mother  of  Airs.  Roberts ; Ambrose,  a resident  of 
New  York;  Lovina,  deceased  wife  of  Rev.  Avery 
Cole,  a Baptist  minister;  Jesse  and  Harvey,  both 
residents  of  New  York  State;  and  Rhoda,  wife  of 
Henry  Roummer,  of  the  same  State. 

SAMUEL  McIvEEBY,  one  of  the  active, 
prominent  and  most  enterprising  citizens  of  Jessup 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  of  sturdy  Scotch 
ancestry,  and  has  inherited  the  traits  of  industry 
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and  thrift  peculiar  to  that  people,  and  which  always 
bring  them  success  in  their  various  occupations.  He 
was  born  in  Jessup  township,  July  4,  1847,  and  here 
he  has  made  his  home  almost  continuously  since. 

Our  subject’s  great-great-grandfather,  Mathew 
McKeeby,  was  a native  of  Scotland,  and  came  to 
America  about  the  year  1730,  locating  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  where  he  married  a Miss  Courtright, 
who  was  of  Holland  birth.  They  made  their  home 
at  what  is  now  known  as  the  ‘‘Brick  House,”  in 
Sussex  county,  opposite  Milford,  Pike  Co.,  Penn. 
He  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  on  an  island,  while 
crossing  the  Delaware  river  on  his  way  to  a grist- 
mill. He  had  two  sons,  John  and  Gilbert.  The 
latter  married  a Miss  Shay,  who  was  also  of  Hol- 
land descent,  and  to  them  were  born  three  sons, 
William,  John  and  Gilbert.  The  last  named  and 
his  wife,  Leah  (Kater),  were  the  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  and  both  were  natives  of  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  1830. 
Coming  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  that  year, 
they  located  in  Bridgewater  township,  where  they 
founded  the  family  and  continued  to  reside  through- 
out the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  grandfather 
being  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty,  in  1858,  being  killed  by  a runaway  horse. 
The  grandmother  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  leav- 
ing nine  children : Betsy  married  Dorris  Shay ; 

Mathew  married  Elmira  Stebbins ; Isaac  married 
a Miss  Heywood  ; Eleanor  married  Leonard  Stone  ; 
Solomon  was  the  father  of  our  subject;  Hannah 
married  Abram  Westfall;  William  married  Sarah 
A.  Jackson ; Lydia  married  Joseph  Steiger ; Theo- 
dore married  Lucy  Kelsy;  and  Julia  died  young. 
For  his  second  wife  Gilbert  McKeeby  married  Abi- 
gail Bunnell,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Julia, 
who  married  Luther  Very.  The  grandparents 
Avere  buried  in  the  McKeeby  cemetery,  in  Bridge- 
water  township. 

Solomon  McKeeby,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  was  a mere  child 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. His  early  life  was  passed  in  Bridgewater,  and 
after  his  marriage  he  lived  in  Jessup  township, 
where  he  died.  He  was  a self-made  man,  having 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world  unaided,  and  by  in- 
dustry, economy  and  good  management  became  the 
owner  of  500  acres  of  valuable  land,  being  worth 
at  the  time  of  his  death  $25,000.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  citizens  of  his  community, 
and  was  called  upon  to  fill  several  township  offices. 
In  early  life  he  married  Miss  Evaline  Taylor,  a 
native  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  a daughter  of  Dyer  and  Lucinda  (Ivellom) 
Taylor,  who  came  to  the  county  from  Connecticut 
in  1795,  settling  in  Forest  Lake  township,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  throughout  life, 
the  former  dying  in  1848,  aged  fifty-eight  years, 
the  latter  in  1884,  aged  ninety-six.  Both  were 
buried  on  their  farm  in  that  township.  Mr.  Taylor 
followed  the  mason's  trade,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  as  a Methodist  minister  had  charge  of 


different  Churches  in  the  county.  In  his  family 
were  five  children,  namely : Lucinda,  wife  of  Earl 

Carr,  an  attorney,  of  Montrose ; Betsy,  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Clark,  a hotel  man  of  Forest  Lake;  George, 
who  married  Mary  Hollenbeck ; Evaline,  mother 
of  our  subject;  and  John,  who  married  Amelia 
Stone. 

Mrs.  McKeeby  died  in  1856,  at  the  early  age 
of  thirty-two  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Mc- 
Keeby burying  ground.  Her  children  were  Samuel, 
our  subject;  Josephine,  wife  of  Robinson  Bolles,  a 
farmer  of  Jessup  township;  Wilbur,  who  married 
Ella  Dewers,  and  lives  in  Forest  Lake  township  : 
and  Gilbert  and  Edward,  who  both  died  young. 
For  his  second  wife  the  father  married  Adeline 
Eckert,  by  whom  he  had  the  following  children : 
Harrison  married  Nettie  Cronk,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Jessup  township;  Evaline  is  the  wife  of 
Waller  Olmstead,  a farmer  of  the  same  township; 
James  married  Addie  Warner,  and  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  Wilkes  Barre  Ice  Co. ; Frederick  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  Charles  married  Jes- 
sie Osburn,  and  is  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Wilkes  Barre  Ice  Co. ; Theodore  married  Ella 
Heiss,  and  died  March  16,  1893 ; Minnie  is  the  wife 
of  George  Robinson,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township; 
and  Dewitt  Solomon  married  Ann  E.  Martin,  and 
is  connected  with  the  Wilkes  Barre  Ice  Co.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1888,  aged  forty- 
two  years,  and  the  father  passed  away  March  3, 
i873,  aged  forty-six,  their  remains  being  interred 
in  the  McKeeby  burying  ground. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Samuel  McKeeby 
remained  with  his  parents  until  September  21,  1863, 
when  he  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  enlisted  in  the 
17th  Pennsylvania  Ca-valry,  under  J.  C.  Donahue. 
The  regiment  marched  from  the  Rapidan  river  to 
Bull  Run  Heights,  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness  and  Petersburg,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  after 
which  it  took  part  in  the  engagemnets  at  Perryville, 
Winchester  and  Fisher’s  Hill.  Mr.  McKeeby  was 
shot  in  the  left  arm  during  a skirmish  in  front  of 
Gordonsville,  and  was  unable  to  engage  in  active 
duty  for  about  a month,  but  remained  with  his  com- 
pany in  camp  at  Lovettsville  until  March  1,  1865, 
when  they  went  down  the  valley  to  Wheeling,  W. 
Va.  The  war  being  over,  and  his  services  no 
longer  needed,  he  was  finally  mustered  out  at  Louis- 
ville, Ivy.,  August  18,  1865,  and  returned  home  with 
a war  record  of  which  he  may  justly  be  proud. 

After  aiding  his  father  on  the  farm  for  a year, 
Mr.  McKeeby  went  West,  where  he  spent  two  years 
in  the  employ  of  the  government  surveys,  and  in 
helping  build  the  Western  Pacific  railroad  and  other 
work,  spending  some  of  the  time  in  the  lumber 
woods.  In  1876  he  removed  to  New  York  State, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  three  years,  and 
on  his  return  to  Susquehanna  county  operated  a 
farm  in  Forest  Lake  township  for  a few  years,  after 
which  he  again  went  West.  Since  1885,  however, 
he  has  made  his  home  continuously  upon  his  pres- 
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ent  farm -in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  in  his  farming  operations  has  met  with  excellent 
success.  He  is  independent  in  politics,  and  in  his 
social  relations  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor  at  Susquehanna.  He  is  an  esteemed  resi- 
dent of  the  community,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  its  prosperity,  aiding  all  beneficial  schemes  tend- 
ing to  improve  its  moral,  educational  or  social 
status. 

In  Brookclale,  Penn.,  February  29,  1880,  Mr. 
McKeeby  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Flattie  Travis,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Travis,  of 
Susquehanna  county.-  She  died  in  1882,  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  McKeeby 
cemetery.  On  September  9,  1886,  in  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  he  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Florence  S.  Morgan,  by  whom  he  has 
three  children : Margery  E.,  Edith  L.  and  Philip 

Sheridan.  Mrs.  McKeeby  was  born  in  Jessup 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  January  18,  1862, 
a daughter  of  William  B.  and  Margery  A. 
(Thomas)  Morgan,  natives  of  Susquehanna  and 
Luzerne  counties,  Penn.,  respectively.  In  early  life 
her  father  removed  to  Luzerne  county,  where  he 
married,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering 
until  1856,  when  he  returned  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. He  entered  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war,  as  a member  of  Company  B,  52nd  P.  V.  I., 
and  died  in  hospital  in  South  Carolina,  December 
25,  1864,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  soldiers  cemetery 
at  Beaufort,  that  State.  He  was  born  June  3,  1828, 
a son  of  James  and  Mary  (Brumley)  Morgan, 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  who  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  at  an  early  day,  and  here  remained.  Mrs. 
McKeeby’s  mother  died  March  27,  1893,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-eight  years,  on  the  farm  in  Jessup  town- 
ship now  owned  by  our  subject,  and  was  buried  in 
Bolles  cemetery,  same  township.  Her  children 
were  Edgar  A.,  who  married  Catherine  Dayvault, 
and  is  engaged  in  carpentering  in  Williamsport, 
Penn;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Clark  Vaughn,  a farmer 
of  Bridgewater  township;  Charlotte  E.,  who  died 
unmarried,  and  Florence  S.,  wife  of  our  subject. 

THOMAS  P.  MCCORMICK  is  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  T.  P.  McCormick  & Bro.,  dealers 
in  general  merchandise,  groceries,  provisions,  boots 
and  shoes,  at  No.  213  Main  street,  Forest  City,  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

Mr.  McCormick  is  a native  of  the  county.,  born 
in  Silver  Lake  township,  August  13,  1865,  a son  of 
James  J.  and  Catherine  (Curley)  McCormick.  The 
father  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  but  was  only  six 
months  old  when,  in  1829,  he  was  brought  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  by  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  McCormick,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1827,  and  spent  their  last  days 
in  Silver  Lake  township.  Our  subject’s  mother 
was  also  a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  of  which  her 
parents,  James  and  Catherine  Curley,  were  lifelong 
residents.  When  young  she  came  with  her  broth- 
ers to  the  New  World,  and  settled  in  Middletown 


township,  Susquehanna  county.  Here  she  gave  her 
hand  in  marriage  to  James  J.  McCormick,  and  they 
began  their  domestic  life  on  the  farm  in  Silver  Lake 
township  where  their  grandson,  James  McCormick, 
now  resides.  The  father  taught  school  for  six 
years  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  two  years  in 
New  York  State,  and  also  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  and  in  milling  upon  his  own  farm,  in  con- 
nection with  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  an  ex- 
tensive farmer,  and  a man  of  considerable  promi- 
nence in  his  community,  being  called  upon  to  fill  a 
number  of  township  offices,  including  those  of 
auditor,  school  director  and  supervisor.  He  died 
January  29,  1898,  aged  sixty-nme  years,  his  wife 
December  12,  1884,  aged  fifty- four,  and  both  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Silver  Lake  cemetery.  They  were 
devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in 
politics  the  father  was  a Democrat.  Their  children 
were  Mary  J.,  now  the  wife  of  James  Kane,  a 
farmer  of  Choconut,  Penn. ; Catherine,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Heavey;  James,  who  resides  on  a part 
of  the  old  homestead;  Anna,  wife  of  William  Cad- 
den,  of  Hawleyton,  N.  Y. ; Thomas  P.,  our  subject; 
Joseph,  who*  is  our  subject's  partner  in  business; 
Maggie,  who  died  young;  and  Lawrence,  who  lives 
on  a part  of  the  home  farm. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  upon  the  home  farm,  where  he  remained 
with  his  parents  until,  when  seventeen  years  of  age, 
he  commenced  teaching  school.  He  successfully 
followed  that  profession  until  1891,  teaching  his 
first  term  in  Choconut,  and  all  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty with  the  exception  of  one  term  in  New  York 
State.  On  May  18,  1891,  he  embarked  in  his  pres- 
ent business,  in  partnership  with  James  Brady,  but 
a few  months  later  Joseph  McCormick,  his  brother, 
purchased  Mr.  Brady's  interest,  and  the  business 
has  since  been  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of 
T.  P.  McCormick  & Bro.  They  carry  a large  and 
well-selected  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  by 
fair  and  honorable  dealing  have  built  up  an  excel- 
lent trade. 

On  April  29,  1891,  in  Silver  Lake  township, 
Mr.  McCormick  married  Miss  Loretta  McMannus, 
by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Mary  Annetta.  Mrs. 
McCormick  was  born  in  Choconut  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  August  25,  1868,  a daughter  of 
Patrick  and  Bridget  (White)  McMannus,  natives 
of  Ireland.  In  early  life  the  father  was  a contractor 
for  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  but  later  engaged  in 
farming  in  Choconut  township,  where  he  died  in 
1874.  at  the  age  of  seventy  years;  there  the  mother 
is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church.  Their  children  were 
Mary,  wife  of  James  Curley,  of  New  York;  Mag- 
gie, deceased  wife  of  John  Murphy,  of  Vestal,  N. 
Y. ; John  J.,  a resident  of  Hyde  Park,  Penn.;  James 
P.,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead  ; Loretta,  wife 
of  our  subject;  and  Rebecca,  who  also  lives  with 
our  subject. 

Mr.  McCormick  has  been  grand  officer  for  the 
Young  Men's  Institute  for  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
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nia,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus. In  religious  faith  he  is  a Catholic,  and  in  his 
political  views  a Democrat.  He  has  become  quite 
prominently  identified  with  public  affairs  in  Forest 
City,  was  elected  to  the  town  council  in  1897,  for 
one  term,  and  the  following  year  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  school  board.  He  has  also  been  a dele- 
gate to  the  Democratic  State  Convention  four  times. 
He  is  quite  popular,  and  is  a man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness and  executive  ability,  whose  sound  judgment, 
unflagging  enterprise  and  capable  management  have 
brought  him  well-merited  success. 

HARVEY  BISHOP.  Among  the  most  beau- 
tiful homes  of  this  section  is  that  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  has  held  for  many  years  the 
responsible  position  of  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.  The  estate, 
which  was  former! v known  as  the  Jacob  Palmer 
property,  is  located  in  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  one-half  mile  from  Honesdale,  within  the 
limits  of  the  village  of  Tracy ville.  Mr.  Bishop  has 
spared  no  expense  in  improving  the  place,  having 
erected  tasteful  and  commodious  buildings  with  all 
modern  conveniences,  and  the  natural  advantages 
of  the  picturesque  location  on  the  banks  of  the 
canal  have  been  enhanced  by  artistic  designs.  It 
is  an  ideal  spot  in  which  to  pass  the  afternoon  of 
life,  and  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  now 
enjoying  in  well-earned  repose  the  results  of  their 
years  of  effort  in  securing  so  desirable  a home. 

Mr.  Bishop  was  born  January  14,  1824,  in 
Hawley,  Wayne  county,  and  comes  of  old  Pennsyl- 
vania stock.  Hiram  Bishop,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Bucks  county,  whence  in  early 
manhood  he  came  to  Wayne  county,  where  he 
married  Miss  Anna  Corselius,  their  home  being 
established  at  Bethany.  Both  died  in  1875,  and 
the  father,  who  had  been  engaged  in  extensive  lum- 
bering operations  for  many  years,  had  at  that  time 
attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four.  Of  the 
fifteen  children  of  this  worthy  couple  four  died 
in  infancy,  the  others  being:  George,  who  died  in 

Missouri;  Margaret,  deceased  wife  of  Simeon 
Kimble,  of  Wayne  county;  Susan  (deceased  in 
1849),  wife  of  Ira  Compton,  of  Palmyra.  Penn.; 
Lany,  who  married  Charles  Leonard,  of  Joliet,  111., 
where  she  died  in  1897;  John  (deceased),  formerly 
a resident  of  Wayne  county,  where  his  widow  and 
family  still  reside;  Harvey,  our  subject,  who  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below;  Peter,  a resident  of 
Hawley,  where  he  is  the  local  superintendent  for 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.  Henry,  who  is 
married  and  resides  at  Hawley;  Annie  (deceased), 
who  married  S.  B.  Hagelbarger,  formerly  of  Ga- 
lena, Ohio,  also  deceased ; Hiram,  who  is  married 
and  resides  at  Green  Ridge , near  Scranton,  where 
he  is  employed  by  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal 
Co. ; and  Miss  Katie,  who  resides  in  Hawley. 

Our  subject  received  a district-school  education 
in  his  youth,  and  when  fifteen  years  old  found  em- 
plovment  as  a boatman  on  the  canal.  For  nine  years 


he  served  in  that  capacity  with  so  much  ability  and 
fidelity  that  he  attracted  the  favorable  notice  of  the 
company,  and  he  was  then  promoted  to  the  position 
of  ioreman  in  general  charge  of  the  canal  from 
Honesdale  to  Hawley.  About  seven  years  later  he 
was  appointed  foreman  of  Section  No  1,  his  posi- 
tion being  the  same  as  assistant  superintendent,  and 
he  has  ever  since  continued  this  work  with  satis- 
faction to  his  employers  and  credit  to  himself.  1 he 
esteem  of  the  shrewd  business  men  who  manage  the 
affairs  of  this  well-known  corporation  is  in  itself  an 
evidence  of  ability  and  worth,  and  Mr.  Bishop  and 
his  family  may  take  a justifiable  pride  in  their  un- 
broken approval  as  shown  in  Ins  promotions  to  more 
and  more  important  posts  during  his  long  service 
with  them.  While  he  has  not  engaged  in  political 
work  actively,  he  has  always  taken  a Hearty  interest 
in  public  questions,  and  in  early  life  was  an  Old- 
line  Whig,  later  a Republican.  In  religious  faith 
he  and  ms  family  are  Presbyterians,  and  for 
years  he  has  been  a leading  member  of  the  Church  at 
Honesdale. 

In  1849  Mr.  Bishop  married  Miss  Mary  Man- 
deville,  and  for  a time  they  made  their  home  at 
Leonardsville,  near  Hawley,  on  the  Texas  township 
side  of  the  Lackawanna  river.  About  1873  he  pur- 
chased his  present  homestead,  where  lie  has  con- 
tinued to  reside.  Two  children  have  brightened 
his  home:  (1)  Howard,  born  .in  1850,  received  a 
collegiate  education,  and  in  early  manhood  was 
started  -by  his  father  in  a grocery  business  at  Hones- 
dale, which  he  continued  successfully  for  twelve 
years.  He  then  sold  out  and  erected  a store  and 
dwelling  house  adjoining  his  father's. home  in  Tra- 
cyville,  where  he  conducts  a general  mercantile  busi- 
ness. He  married  Miss  Annie  Baird,  of  Texas  town- 
ship, and  they  have  had  four  children,  Susie,  Frank, 
Emma,  and  George.  (2)  George,  born  in  1853, 
learned  the  printer’s  trade  and  entered  upon  life  witn 
every  promise  of  success,  but  he  died  in  1880,  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-seven,  mourned  by  a large  cir- 
cle of  friends. 

Mrs.  Bishop,  who  has  been  a worthy  helpmeet 
to  her  husband,  was  born  in  1828,  in  Orange  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  daughter  of  David  and  Phoebe  Mandeville, 
who  removed  to  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  in  1829, 
and  two  years  later  settled  permanently  at  White's 
Mills,  same  county.  Her  father,  who  was  a tailor 
by  trade,  died  there  in  August,  1876,  and  her  mother 
passed  away  in  1877.  Mrs.  Bishop  was  the  eldest 
in  a family  of  five  children,  the  others  being:  Caro- 
line E.,  wife  of  Henry  Garrett;  Benjamin  F.,  who 
married  a Miss  Jaynes  and  resides  at  Leonards- 
ville; John  E.,  who  married  Miss  Helen  Beards- 
ley, of  Texas  township,  and  now  resides  at  Hawley, 
where  he  is  employed  as  a machinist;  and  Joseph  H., 
who  is  married,  and  after  residing  for  some  time 
in  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  settled  in  New  York  City. 

CHARLES  H.  ALTEMOSE,  one  of  the 
highly-respected  and  worthy  citizens  of  Polk  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  whose  life  has  been  devoted 
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to  agricultural  pursuits,  was  born  at  Albrightsville, 
Carbon  Co.,  Penn.,  November  20,  1853,  a son  of 
Jacob  and  Julian  (Haney)  Altemose,  natives  of 
Monroe  county. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Polk  township,  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
five  years,  and  was  buried  in  Pleasant  Valley  ceme- 
tery. He  was  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  a consistent  member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
to  which  his  widow  also  belongs.  She  is  now  aged 
sixty-two  years,  and  resides  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, Monroe  county.  To  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Dawalt,  who  accidentally  shot 

and  killed  himself  while  out  hunting;  Charles  H., 
our  subject;  Ellen,  who  died  young;  Annetta,  wife 
of  Jacob  Trach,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.; 
William,  deceased;  Julian,  wife  of  Henry  Radeline, 
of  Northampton  county,  Penn. ; Cornelia,  wife  of 
Milton  Shupp,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe 
county ; Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Charles  Krome,  of  Effort, 
Penn.;  Emma,  a resident  of  New  York;  Jacob  F., 
a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Mathias  E.,  who 
is  with  his  mother.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  John  and  Hannah  (Arnold)  Altemose, 
also  made  their  home  in  Monroe  county,  as  did  the 
maternal  grandparents,  Charles  H.  and  Julianu 
(Hufsmith)  Haney. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Charles  H.  Altemose 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth,  remaining  at  home 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  acquiring  an  ex- 
cellent knowledge  of  every  department  of  farm 
work.  He  then  purchased  a farm  in  Polk  town- 
ship, which  he  operated  for  five  years,  and  on  selling 
that  place  bought  his  present  farm,  which  he  has 
greatly  improved  and  placed  under  good  cultivation. 
He  is  progressive  in  his  methods,  and  is  meeting 
with  well-deserved  success.  He  casts  his  ballot  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  for  one  year  most  effi- 
ciently served  as  supervisor  of  his  township.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  takes  an 
active  part  in  its  work,  and  for  several  years  has 
served  as  deacon. 

At  Sciota,  Monroe  county,  May  6,  1875,  Mr. 
Altemose  was  married,  by  Rev.  Daniels,  a minister 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  to  Miss  Anna  Shupp, 
who  was  born  on  the  old  family  homestead  June  12, 
1854,  and  is  a sister  of  Franklin  D.  Shupp,  in  whose 
sketch  may  be  found  a record  of  the  family.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Altemose, 
namely : George  F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one 

year,  seven  months  and  twelve  days;  James  H.,  who 
is  attending  the  Allentown  Business  College,  at  Al- 
lentown, Penn. ; and  Sallie  M.,  at  home.  The 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  best  social  circles 
of  the  community  in  which  they  make  their  home. 

WILLIAM  PI.  OSBORN.  Though  he  had 
almost  reached  the  age  of  exemption  from  military 
service  when  the  great  Civil  war  began,  being  then 
forty-two  years  of  age,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist,  once  it  was  seen  that 
there  was  serious  work  ahead  for  the  government. 


Discharged  for  disability,  he  re-enlisted,  and  saw 
active  service,  participating  in  a number  of  engage- 
ments, including  some  of  the  most  memorable  bat- 
tles of  the  war.  It  is  a glorious  record,  and  one  well 
worthy  a typical  representative  of  a prominent 
Pennsylvania  family. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  James  Osborn, 
was  a native  of  New  York  State,  born  near  the 
Jersey  line.  He  was  a physician  who,  a century, 
or  longer,  ago,  practiced  his  profession  among  the 
pioneer  settlements  of  Lackawanna  county,  and 
there  died.  He  married  Asenath  Brady  in  New 
York  State,  and  left  a family  of  eight  children, 
namely:  James,  who  moved  to  Ohio,  and  there 

died;  John,  whose  descendants  now  live  in  Wayne 
county;  William,  father  of  our  subject;  Peter  and 
Henry,  who  went  West;  Hannah,  who  married 
John  Love;  Polly,  who  married  a Mr.  Grist;  and 
Betsey  ,who  married  William  Ross. 

William  Osborn,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  December  23,  1778. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  removed  to  Lack- 
awanna county,  Penn.,  and  there  married  Elizabeth 
Holden.  He  removed  ha  Wyoming  county,  near 
Lake  Winola,  where  he  followed  farming,  and 
lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years,  dying 
in  1862  ; his  wife  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  To  them 
were  born  seven  children : Sydney,  deceased ; 

Asenath,  who  married  a Mr.  Dix,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ; Orilla,  deceased ; Polly,  who  died  unmar- 
ried; William  Holden,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch;  Elizabeth,  who  married  James  Milligan, 
and  lives  at  Mill  City,  Penn. ; and  Joseph  G.,  a 
resident  of  Dorrance,  Luzerne  county. 

William  H.  Osborn  was  born  in  Lake  town- 
ship, Luzerne  county,  April  23,  1819.  He  was 
given  fair  school  advantages,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  began  for  himself  the  life  of  farm- 
ing, lumbering  and  sawmilling.  He  has  in  his  life- 
time owned  three  sawmills,  the  first  in  Falls  town- 
ship, Wyoming  county;  the  second  in  Springville 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  the  third  in 
Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Mr.  Os- 
born moved  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1856.  For 
seven  years  he  resided  in  Springville  township, 
then  moved  to  Lathrop  township,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  He  purchased  a farm  oi  275  acres, 
and  now  has  160  acres  partially  cleared.  He  is 
now  farming  the  old  mill  pond,  the  water  having 
been  drained  off.  Mr.  Osborn  enlisted,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  in  Company  A,  57th  P.  V.  I.,  and  was 
with  that  regiment  until  discharged  for  disability, 
March  10,  1863.  On  April  5,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
Battery  D,  of  the  First  Penn.  Light  Artillery,  and 
received  an  honorable  discharge  June  30,  1865.  He 
participated  in  sixteen  regular  battles,  including 
those  of  Chase  City  Cross  Roads,  Malvern  Hill, 
Williamsburg  and  Fair  Oaks  while  in  the  infantry 
service.  I11  the  artillery  service  he  was  with 
Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  at  Cedar 
Creek,  Fisher’s  Hill  and  Winchester.  At  Cedar 
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Creek  a horse  was  shot  from  under  him,  and  that 
sharp  engagement  witnessed  some  heroic  work  by 
the  First  Artillery,  in  which  our  subject  was  espe- 
cially conspicuous. 

Mr.  Osbone  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  whom  he  married  in  Wyoming  county,  was 
Alvira,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Betsey  (Scott) 
Post,  and  by  this  marriage  he  had  six  children,  but 
one  of  whom  is  living,  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Isaaac 
Lonsberry,  of  Chicago,  111.;  one  son,  Stephen  M., 
enlisted  in  the  57th  Infantry,  and  was  killed  Sep- 
tember 1,  1862,  at  the  battle  of  Chantilly;  Milton  and 
Melvin,  twins,  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years, 
with  diphtheria ; Lydia  died  when  one  and  a half 
years  old ; Helen  married,  and  died  when  about 
twenty-one  years  old.  Our  subject  for  his  second 
wife  married  Catherine  Gregory,  daughter  of  Syl- 
vester Gregory,  and  by  that  union  had  one  child, 
Sylvester  L.,  who  married  Minnie,  daughter  of 
Solomon  and  Sarah  (Reynolds)  Decker,  and  he 
has  two  daughters,  Katie  and  Eula. 

In  politics  Mr.  Osborn  has  been  a Republican 
since  the  partv  was  organized,  and  has  held  various 
local  offices,  including  those  of  auditor,  poormaster 
and  school  director.  He  is  also  a member  of  Rog- 
ers Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Brooklyn,  Penn.,  and  is  now 
serving  on  its  official  staff  as  lieutenant.  He  has 
through  his  long  life  in  Susquehanna  county  ever 
been  an  earnest  and  industrious  citizen,  interested 
in  all  matters  that  relate  to  the  general  welfare,  and 
by  his  worthy  and  consistent  life  has  won  the  high- 
est esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

HENRY  J.  HARRIS,  a well-known  general 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  meeting  with  well-deserved 
success  in  his  calling,  and  his  fine,  well-ordered 
farm,  with  its  carefully  cultured  fields,  its  neat 
buildings,  and  all  their  surroundings,  denotes  the 
skillful  management,  industry  and  well-directed 
labors  of  the  owner. 

Air.  Harris  was  born  in  South  Wales,  Febru- 
ary 16,  1847,  a son  of  Henry  and  Hannah  (Mas- 
tin)  Harris,  lifelong  residents  of  that  country.  The 
father,  who  was  a physician  by  profession,  died 
June  4,  1849,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty  years,  and 
the  mother  departed  this  life  in  18S0,  at  the  age  of 
sixty.  The  children  born  to  them  were  Letitia,  who 
died  young;  John,  a tailor  of  Hereford,  England; 
Ann,  deceased;  Henry  J.,  our  subject;  and  Mary, 
deceased.  Henry  was  the  only  one  of  this  family 
to  come  to  America.  For  her  second  husband  the 
mother  married  John  Henry,  and  by  him  had  two 
daughters:  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  John  Davis,  a 

farmer  of  Olympia,  Wash.:  and  Ann,  a resident  of 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Henry  J.  Harris 
worked  in  the  mines  and  upon  the  farms  in  his 
native  land.  On  September  14,  1870,  in  Llandovery, 
South  Wales,  he  married  Miss  Ann  Thomas,  who 
was  born  in  that  country,  December  21,  1847,  a 


daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Evans)  Thomas, 
farming  people  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  South 
Wales.  The  father  died  in  1862,  the  mother  in 
1896,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  Their  children 
were  Ellen,  wife  of  David  Price,  of  England; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Lewis  Lewis,  and  died  in 
South  Wales,  in  June,  1898;  Ann,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Thomas,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township;  and 
Margaret,  who  died  unmarried  in  South  Wales,  in 
1868.  Mrs.  Harris’  paternal  grandfather,  Evan 
Thomas,  worked  in  the  lead  mines  of  South  Wales 
during  his  entire  life. 

Ihree  days  after  their  marriage,  September  17, 
1870,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  sailed  for  the  New 
World,  and  the)'’  located  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  where 
he  worked  in  the  mines  and  at  teaming  for  six 
months.  During  a strike,  the  following  year,  they 
came  to  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
after  working  for  a farmer  for  one  year  he  operated 
rented  land  on  shares  for  one  year,  and  then  for 
nine  years  rented  a farm.  He  then  purchased  the 
Long  Pond  property,  in  Clifford  township,  and 
erected  thereon  a boarding  house,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  a time,  but  not  liking  the  business  he 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Providence,  where  he  had 
charge  of  some  property  which  he  had  purchased 
while  at  Scranton.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he 
located  upon  his  present  farm  of  105  acres,  which 
he  purchased  in  1891,  and  has  since  successfully  en- 
gaged in  its  operation.  He  has  been  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune,  and  has  budded  wisely  and 
well,  for  through  his  own  industry,  perseverance 
and  good  management  he  has  become  the  owner  of 
handsome  property,  from  which  he  derives  a good 
income.  He  is  a supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and  its  principles,  and  is  a man  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact, 
in  either  business  or  social  life. 

WILLIAM  T.  STRUBLE.  The  history  of 
any  human  life  possesses  interest,  but  that  of  a man 
who  has  won  success  in  any  line  of  effort  through 
his  own  energy  and  enterprise  is  instructive  and  in- 
spiring to  all  readers.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a well-known  citizen  of  Milford,  Pike  county,  has 
made  his  own  way  from  youth,  overcoming  the 
obstacles  of  poverty,  and  at  present  owns  the  Saw- 
kill  Flouring  Mill,  located  in  Milford,  on  the  pic- 
turesque stream  known  as  the  Sawkill. 

Air.  Struble  was  born  July  5,  1858,  at  Mon- 
tague, N.  J.,  son  of  Ira  and  Anna  (Kittle)  Struble. 
His  father  was  a native  of  Branchville,  AT.  J.,  and 
followed  the  cooper’s  trade  there,  his  death  occur- 
ring in  1864,  when  he  was  aged  thirty-five  years. 
Our  subject's  mother  was  born  at  Montague,  N.  J., 
where  her  father,  Mason  Kittle,  was  a miller  and 
farmer,  and  she  passed  away  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
forty-five.  Two  sons  were  born  to  this  worthy 
couple:  William  T.,  our  subject;  and  Frank,  a 

resident  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey. 

Our  subject  resided  with  his  mother  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  when  twelve  years 
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old  became  a clerk  in  a store  at  Hainesville,  N.  J., 
for  J.  M.  Stoll.  After  working  in  that  capacity  at 
intervals  for  ten  years,  he  removed  to  Montague, 
where  he  was  employed  four  years  on  a farm.  He 
then  spent  five  years  in  the  employ  of  Jacob  Horn- 
beck,  at  the  Montague  Mill,  and'  on  leaving  that 
situation  he  crossed  the  mountains  to  Beemerville, 
N.  J.,  to  engage  in  the  hotel  business  at  the  ‘‘Moun- 
tain House.”  This  venture  proved  unsuccessful, 
and  after  losing  all  his  capital  he  returned  to  Mon- 
tague, and  at  the  end  of  a year  took  a position  as 
manager  of  Mr.  Hornbeck’s  mill.  A year  later  he 
rented  his  present  mill  from  Mr.  Hornbeck,  paying 
$475  for  the  first  year.  The  rental  for  the  next 
year  was  fixed  at  $450,  but  Mr.  Hornbeck  insisted 
on  his  buying  the  property,  which  he  finally  did, 
paying  $4,800.  He  has  greatly  improved  the  place, 
putting  in  new  machinery  and  making  repairs  and 
additions,  at  a cost  of  $1,400,  and  the  entire  prop- 
erty iiow  presents  a decided  contrast  in  appearance 
to  its  former  state.  When  Mr.  Struble  first  took 
the  mill  he  had  but  $350  in  the  world,  and  at  pres- 
ent, notwithstanding  his  expenditures,  he  is  out  of 
debt.  He  owns  a pleasant  home  near  the  mill,  and 
the  latter  building,  as  now  equipped,  is  valued  at 
$7,000.  He  has  two  water-wheels,  giving  2,400 
horse-power,  and  in  connection  with  his  extensive 
flour  manufacturing  business  makes  large  quanti- 
ties of  cider.  In  politics  Mr.  Struble  is  a Repub- 
lican, but  he  has  not  been  especially  active  in  par- 
tisan work. 

In  March,  1883,  Mr.  Struble  was  married,  at 
Sparrowbush,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Anna  Van  Horn,  and 
their  home  is  brightened  by  four  children : Cora, 

Anna  M.,  William  and  Florence.  Mrs.  Struble 
was  born  in  February,  1858,  in  Pike  county,  and 
her  father,  Peter  Van  Horn,  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  in  Delaware  township.  He  is  a native  of 
Sussex  county,  New  Jersey. 

HON.  EBEN  P.  HINES,  M.  D„  for  the  past 
twenty  years  a resident  of  Great  Bend,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  has  not  only  been  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  of  that  section  but  a useful 
and  honored  citizen,  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
early  emigrants  to  northeastern  Pennsylvania.  His 
grandfather,  James  Hines,  a native  of  the  North 
of  Ireland,  came  to  America  in  early  manhood  and 
settled  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
married  to  a Miss  Hancock,  of  that  county,  and  to 
them  were  born : Jesse,  John  and  Marquis,  who  be- 
came farmers,  their  father,  however,  being  by  trade 
and  occupation  a stone  mason. 

Born  November  4,  1838,  Dr.  Hines  is  a 
son  of  Jesse  and  Sarah  (Morley)  Hines,  na- 
tives of  Bradford  county  and  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  respectively,  where  their  births  "oc- 
curred in  1805  and  1807.  Five  children  were  born 
to  these  parents,  namely : Thomas  M.,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  army  in  the  Civil  war,  serving 
as  a member  of  32b  P.  V.  I.,  and  died  at  Harrisburg, 
Penn.,  from  the  result  of  disease  contracted  in  the 


service ; Charles  G.  is  a farmer  in  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.;  Sarah  E.  is  a resident  of  Laceyville;  Eben 
P.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Alzina  married 
Charles  Ford,  of  Leraysville,  Penn.  The  parents  of 
these  children  were  farming  people,  plain  and  un- 
assuming though  possessed  of  sterling  qualities,  such 
as  make  good  citizens  and  men  and  women  of  influ- 
ence in  a community.  They  held  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  their  lives 
were  passed.  Both  were  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  The  father  died  in  18 — , and  the  mother 
passed  away  in  December,  1889,  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, Penn.  The  father  in  his  political  views  was  a 
Democrat. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Hines,  our  subject,  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  in  which  his  boyhood  was  passed 
and  at  the  Montrose  Academy.  This  was  supple- 
mented by  attendance  in  1855  and  :8s6  of  some  eight 
terms  at  the  somewhat  celebrated  Harford  Universi- 
ty, from  which  went  out  many  who  later  became 
men  of  distinction.  Following  this  young  Hines 
himself  became  an  instructor,  teaching  school  in 
Susquehanna  and  Wyoming  counties.  Having  de- 
cided upon  the  profession  of  medicine  for  his  life- 
work  he  pursued  his  studies  to  that  end  with  Dr. 
Thompson,  of  Laceyville,  then  attended  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Lhiiversity  of  Michigan,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1865.  He  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  1866  at  Friendsville,  Penn.,  continu- 
ing his  professional  duties  there  until  in  June,  1879. 
In  the  meantime,  however,  he  attended  a course  of 
lectures  at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia, 
and  wras  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1874.  In 
1879  hedocated  at  Great  Bend,  which  has  ever  since 
been  his  place  of  residence  and  field  of  operation. 

The  Doctor  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  success- 
ful physicians  of  Susquehanna  county.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  County  and  State  Medical  Societies, 
and  also  of  the  Broome  county  (N.  Y.)  Medical 
Society,  and  has  upon  various  occasions  been  dele- 
gated therefrom.  He  is  one  of  the  board  of  United 
States  Examining  Surgeons  for  Pensions  for  Sus- 
quehanna county.  For  nearly  a decade  past  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  local  school  board,  and  is  now 
president  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Great  Bend. 
In  his  political  views  the  Doctor  is  a Republican. 
He  has  served  several  terms  as  burgess  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Great  Bend.  In  1876  he  was  the  nominee 
of  his  party  for  representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, to  which  he  was  elected  the  same  year,  and 
served  with  ability  in  that  body  during  the  sessions 
of  1877  and  1878,  having  been  a member  of  the 
committees  on  Pensions  and  Gratuities,  Geological 
Survey,  Labor  and  Industry,  Corporations  and 
Counties  and  Townships.  In  his  younger  and  more 
active  public  life  Dr.  Hines  was  influential  in  politics, 
and  to-day  his  advice  and  counsel  are  often  sought 
in  party  matters.  As  a Freemason  he  has  been 
active  in  fraternity  matters,  holding  membership  in 
Great  Bend  Lodge  No.  338,  and  Chapter  No.  210, 
R.  A.  M.,  and  Commandery  No.  27,  K.  T. 
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On  April  12,  1870,  Dr.  Hines  was  married  to 
Eliza  Foster,  of  Dimock,  Penn.,  and  to  them  were 
born  children  as  follows:  (1)  Carrie  E.  Hines  was 
born  September  23,  1872,  at  Friendsville,  Penn. 
She  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Great 
Bend,  and  then  attended  Wyoming  Seminary.  On 
January  4,  1899,  s^ie  was  married  to  George  W. 
Sawyer,  who  is  the  landlord  and  proprietor  of  the 
leading  hotel  at  Deposit,  N.  Y.  (2)  John  F.  Hines 
was  born  July  12,  1877,  and  died  January  25,  1880. 
(3)  Lillian  J.  Hines  was  born  November  5,  1881,  at 
Great  Bend,  and  was  graduated  at  the  high  school 
of  that  place  when  fifteen  years  of  age  with  class 
honors,  being  the  valedictorian,  and  at  seventeen  she 
was  graduated  from  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Bloomsburg,  on  which  occasion  she  was  the  essayist 
of  the  class.  She  is  now  taking  a post-graduate 
course  in  the  latter  institution,  which  course  she 
completes  the  ensuing  year.  (4)  Daisy  Hines  was 
born  June  6,  1.883,  at  Great  Bend,  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Great  Bend  High  School  in  the  class 
of  “89,  the  valedictorian.  (5)  James  Foster  Hines 
was  born  October  24,  1886,  at  Great  Bend,  is  still 
at  home  and  in  school.  The  family  of  Dr.  Hines  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Doctor 
is  a liberal  contributor  in  the  Church  and  to  all 
worthy  charities. 

Mrs.  Eliza  (Foster)  Hines  was  born  April  30, 
1849,  a daughter  of  John  and  Amanda  (Tyler)  Fos- 
ter, of  Dimock,  Penn.,  born  in  1814  and  1822,  re- 
spectively. Mrs.  Foster  died  in  1884,  since  which  time 
Mr.  Foster  has  made  his  home  with  the  family  of 
Dr.  Hines.  He  (Mr.  Foster)  was  the  son  of  James 
and  Mary  (Mains)  Foster,  who  came  from  Lister, 
Ireland,  in  1813,  settling  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
where  John  Foster  was  born.  The  family  removed 
to  Dimock  township  in  1838,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. John  Foster  in  1863  became  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business,  in  which  he  continued  for  a time  at 
Dimock  Corners,  then  at  Friendsville,  until  1879,  in 
which  year  he  retired  from  the  business.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Eliza  (Mrs.  Dr.  Hines),  Josephine  (Mrs. 
Charles  Glidden),  of  Friendsville,  Frank  L.  (a 
farmer  of  the  vicinity  of  Friendsville),  and  John 
(of  Minnesota). 

C.  LOUIS  SNYDER  belongs  to  a family  dis- 
tinguished for  intellectual  attainments.  The  four 
eldest  children  have  all  been  school  teachers.  Our 
subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  follows  farm- 
ing in  connection  with  teaching. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  born  in  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  October  3,  1872,  son  of  H.  New- 
ell and  Hattie  Snyder,  and  grandson  of  Horace  and 
Caroline  (Cole)  Snyder.  Horace  Snyder  was  born 
in  Ellisburg,  N.  Y.,  and  with  his  family  moved, 
about  1840,  to  Greenfield,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn. 
On  January  1,  1852,  he  moved  to  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  purchased  a tract 
of  land  and  remained  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death,  in  the  summer  of  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Eliza- 


beth Weaver,  who  was  born  in  1814,  in  Columbia 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  by  whom  he  had  five  children : 
Sylvester  and  Charles,  both  of  whom  were  killed 
in  the  Civil  war ; Hiram  and  Fletcher,  who  reside 
in  New  York  City;  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. On  September  23,  1847,  Mr.  Snyder  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Caroline  (Cole)  Chase,  and  to  their  union 
were  also  born  five  children : Horace  P.,  a dentist, 

who  lives  in  Grand  Rapids;  H.  Newell,  father  of 
our  subject;  Frank  A.,  who  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead ; Henrietta  Lamoria,  who  lives  near  Glen- 
wood,  in  Lenox  township  ; and  Caroline  A.,  who  died 
when  a small  child. 

H.  Newell  Snyder,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, June  23,  1850,  and  when  a boy  was  brought 
bv  his  parents  to  Lenox  township.  He  there  mar- 
ried Hattie  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Abington, 
Lackawanna  county,  March  18,  1854,  daughter  of 
Eseck  and  Maryette  (Ross)  Smith,  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  lived  on  a small  farm  which  he  pur- 
chased. He  is  now  residing  in  Nicholson.  In 
politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican.  To  H.  Newell 
and  Hattie  Snyder  were  born  children  as  follows : 
C.  Louis,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Courtney  Niles, 
a graduate  of  the  schools  at  Mansfield,  Penn.,  and 
now  a teacher  in  the  Osceola  graded  schools ; Retta 
B.,  who  has  taught  school,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Elmer  E.  Harris,  of  Lenoxville,  Penn. ; Otto  E. 
(married  Myrtie  Everts,  of  Benton),  who  is 
employed  on  the  homestead  farm ; and  Carrie  V., 
Grace  M.,  Evan  R.,  and  Gladys  Irene,  at  home. 

C.  Louis  Snyder  in  his  boyhood  days  attended 
the  district  school  and  the  Nicholson  graded  school. 
He  graduated  May  10,  1894,  from  Wood's  Business 
College,  Scranton,  Penn.,  since  when  he  has  taught 
school  in  winter  and  farmed  during  summer.  He 
has  taught  seven  terms  in  Lenox  township.  He 
purchased  fifty  acres  of  his  father's  farm,  all  im- 
proved, and  engaged  in  general  and  dairy  farming, 
besides  raising  small  fruits  for  the  Nicholson  and 
Scranton  markets. 

On  March  26,  1896,  Air.  Snyder  married,  in 
Harford  township,  Fannie  Brewster,  who  was  born 
November  4,  1870,  daughter  of  Henry  D.  and 
Louisa  (Carpenter)  Brewster,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Irene  Louise,  born  July  2,  1899.  In 
politics  Mr.  Snyder  is  a stanch  Republican.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and  one  of  the  active 
and  enterprising  men  of  Lenox  township. 

ANDREW  WALTER  CONRAD,  a well- 
known  resident  of  Gelatt,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
successfully  engaged  in  wagon  making  and  general 
blacksmithing,  and  also  takes  an  active  and  in- 
fluential part  in  local  affairs,  being  a justice  of  the 
peace,  and  a member  of  the  Republican  County 
Committee  at  the  present  time.  He  was  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1858,  at  Glenwood,  Susquehanna  county, 
son  of  Rufus  Conrad,  and  grandson  of  Andrew  and 
Orpha  (Corey)  Conrad. 

Rufus  Conrad,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
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in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  as  an  occupation.  He  was  a good 
citizen,  much  respected  by  his  associates,  and  be- 
longed to  the  Baptist  Church  at  Lenox.  He  passed 
away  at  Glenwood  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  W est  Lenox  ceme- 
tery. He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Crew,  who 
survives  him,  and  is  now  living  at  Glenwood,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five.  Her  family  has  been  identi- 
fied with  New  York  State  for  many  years,  and  her 
parents,  John  and  Malinda  Crew,  were  residents  of 
Greene,  N.  Y.  Rufus  and  Elizabeth  A.  Conrad 
had  the  following  named  children : Ansel  F.  is  a 

resident  of  Glenwood,  Penn. ; James  F.,  who  was 
blinded  by  the  explosion  of  a dynamite  blast,  re- 
sides with  his  mother ; Andrew  W.  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below ; Orpha  E.  married  Seemar  Pratt, 
a farmer  of  West  Nicholson,  Penn. ; Emma  L.  mar- 
ried Theron  Hinkley,  a clerk  in  Glenwood,  Penn.; 
Charles  A.  is  a blacksmith  in  Glenwood ; Ernest  E. 
resides  in  Lestershire,  N.  Y. ; and  Miss  Lucia  is  at 
home. 

Our  subject  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry 
in  boyhood,  and  when  thirteen  years  old  left  home 
to  work  for  Sydney  Loomis,  a farmer  near  Loomis 
Lake,  Susquehanna  county.  He  remained  one 
year,  attending  school  during  the  winter  term,  and 
spent  the  next  year  with  Dennis  Oakley,  his  work 
consisting  mainly  in  driving  a team.  Later  he  was 
employed  by  Joseph  Brundage,  of  Gibson  township, 
and  other  farmers,  his  studies  being  continued  in 
winter  whenever  circumstances  would  permit,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  attended  school  at  Fac- 
toryville  for  two  terms.  He  then  began  to  learn 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  after  one  winter  in  a 
shop  at  South  Gibson  entered  the  shop  of  an  uncle, 
C.  W.  Conrad,  of  Glenwood,  with  whom  he  spent 
three  years.  For  one  year  he  conducted  a shop  of 
his  own,  at  Hop  Bottom,  and  in  1885  he  located  in 
Gelatt,  where  he  has  built  up  an  excellent  business. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  for  the  past 
seven  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  county 
committee.  For  three  years  he  served  as  school 
director,  and  since  1891  has  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  having  been  re-elected  in  1896.  So- 
cially he  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  be- 
longs to  Freedom  Lodge  No.  428,  F.  & A.  M. ; 
Huron  Lodge  No.  483,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; and  Washing- 
ton Camp  No.  400,  P.  O.  S.  of  A. 

On  September  1,  1884,  Mr.  Conrad  was  mar- 
ried, at  Glenwood,  to  Miss  Lelia  M.  Tingley,  and 
the  following  children  have  blessed  the  union : 
Ethel  M.,  born  May  18,  1888;  Jeanette  P.,  born 
August  27,  1890;  Walter  T.,  born  May  2,  1893; 
and  Marion  E.,  born  May  8,  1896.  Mrs.  Conrad 
is  a member  of  a well-known  family,  and  was  born 
August  29,  1866,  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  Daniel  Tingley,  her  grandfather,  an  early 
settler  in  that  locality,  was  born  August  12,  1791, 
and  died  November  13,  1853.  He  was  married, 
April  18,  1813,  to  Ede  Potter,  who  was  born  June 
29,  1793,  and  died  August  18,  1859.  Lelland  Ting- 


ley, father  of  Mrs.  Conrad,  was  born  in  Jackson 
township,  in  1835,  and  died  there  May  9,  1867,  his 
remains  being  interred  in  Jackson  cemetery.  He 
was  engaged  in  farming  throughout  his  life,  and 
was  a highly-esteemed  citizen,  and  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  married  Mary  Tif- 
fany, who  was  born  in  Lenox  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  in  1839,  daughter  of  Milton  and 
Anna  (Rynearson)  Tiffany,  prominent  residents 
of  that  locality ; she  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  W. 
Conrad,  a retired  blacksmith  at  Nicholson,  Penn. 
By  her  first  marriage  she  had  two  children,  Emory 
L.  and  Lelia  M.,  the  former  of  whom  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty; he  married  (first)  Carrie  Benney,  and  (second) 
Hattie  Barrett.  By  the  second  marriage  Mrs.  Con- 
rad's mother  has  had  two  sons : Harry,  a railway 

mail  clerk ; and  Leon,  deceased. 

Henry  Franklin  Conrad,  cousin  of  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  was  born  July  10,  1835,  in  an  old  log 
cabin  on  his  present  farm  at  South  Gibson,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  a son  of  George  Conrad,  and 
grandson  of  William  Conrad.  The  last  named,  a 
native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  with  the 
British  forces  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  but 
deserted,  and  located  in  Philadelphia  for  a time. 
In  1778  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  settling 
first  in  Brooklyn  township,  on  what  is  known  as 
the  Dutch  Flats,  and  later  in  Harford  township. 
George  Conrad  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township  in 
1794,  and  settled  at  his  son's  present  homestead  in 
1815,  the  locality  being  then  a wilderness.  He  died 
in  1856,  in  South  Gibson,  where  his  remains  were 
interred.  For  many  years  he  and  his  wife  were 
identified  with  the  Baptist  Church.  He  married 
Betsy  Resseguie,  who  was  born  July  12,  1797,  in 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  November  24, 
1875,  i11  South  Gibson.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and 
Freelove  Resseguie,  removed  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty in  1812,  the  wagon  being  drawn  by  a yoke  of 
oxen,  and  their  remaining  years  were  spent  in  South 
Gibson.  To  George  and  Betsy  Conrad  the  follow- 
ing children  were  born : Ely,  who  died  in  South 

Gibson ; Lucinda,  widow  of  J.  D.  Pickering,  of 
South  Gibson;  Phidelia  (deceased),  who  married 
Andrew  Corey,  a miller  at  Starrucca ; Martin,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Martin  (2)  (deceased),  who 
served  in  the  Civil  war;  Freelove  (deceased),  who 
married  John  Guard ; George,  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  who  is  eng'aged  in  farming  in  Lenox  town- 
ship ; Henry  Franklin,  mentioned  above ; William, 
who  died  in  Nicholson  Depot,  while  on  his  way 
home  from  the  army,  during  the  Civil  war;  Ma- 
linda, who  died  at  the  homestead ; and  Mary,  who 
married  Paul  Barriger,  of  Great  Bend,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

CAPT.  ROBERT  J.  McCAUSLAND,  who 
has  attained  distinctive  preferment  in  military  circles 
as  commander  of  Company  G,  13th  Pennsylvania  Na- 
tional Guard,  and  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  rep- 
resentative business  men  of  Montrose,  Susquehanna 
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county,  was  born  February  9,  1867,  in  Woodstock, 
Canada. 

Our  subject’s  parents,  William  J.  and  Agnes 
(Law)  McCausland,  were  natives  of  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  and  Canada,  respectively.  They  continued  to 
make  their  home  in  Canada  until  coming  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, locating  first  in  Scranton,  and  in  1876  in 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  county.  The  father  was 
a graduate  of  a college  in  Canada,  and  be- 
came a successfull  physician,  following  his 
profession  throughout  life.  He  died  January 
28,  1886,  aged  forty-four  years,  and  his  wife 
died  March  26,  1888,  aged  torty-six,  the  remains 
of  both  being  interred  in  Montrose  cemetery.  They 
were  consistent  and  faithful  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  the  father  was  a Republican  in 
politics.  Their  children  were  Adeline,  wife  of 
W.  B.  Stoddard,  postmaster  of  Montrose ; Robert 
J.,  our  subject;  William  A.,  who  married  Frances 
Capell,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Mansfield,  Penn. ; 
Caroline,  wife  of  S.  J.  Jenckes,  a druggist  of  Mont- 
rose; and  Janet,  a resident  of  the  same  city.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents,' Robert  McCausland 
and  wife,  natives  of  Scotland,  in  1859  emigrated  to 
Canada,  where  the  grandfather  was  instructor  in  a 
normal  school.  The  maternal  grandparents,  James 
and  Margaret  (Watts)  Law,  were  also  natives  of 
Scotland ; he  spent  his  last  years  in  retirement  from 
active  business,  and  died  in  Pittston,  Penn.,  while 
his  wife  died  in  Montrose. 

The  first  six  years  of  his  life  Capt.  McCausland 
passed  at  Woodstock,  Canada,  then  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  three  years  later 
to  Montrose,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  commenced  reading  medicine 
with  his  father,  but  after  the  latter’s  death  he  gave 
up  his  studies  along  that  line,  accepting  a position  as 
clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  S.  J.  Sparks  & Co.,  at 
Montrose,  where  he  was  employed  for  six.  years, 
during  which  time  he  mastered  every  detail  of  the 
business.  In  1892  he  embarked  in  the  drug  business 
on  his  own  account,  and  is  now  enjoying  an  excellent 
trade. 

At  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  Capt.  McCausland  was 
married,  September  22,  1898,  to  Miss  Grace  G.  Mc- 
Keage,  a native  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter 
of  Benjamin  F.  and  Maria  (Bensel)  McKeage. 
The  father  is  now  a tobacco  broker  of  Clarksville, 
Tennessee. 

In  company  with  William  D.  B.  Ainev,  Capt. 
McCausland  organized  a militia  company  at  Mont- 
rose, May  5,  1892,  and  when  mustered  into  the  state 
service  Mr.  Ainey  was  commissioned  captain  and  our 
subject  first  lieutenant.  They  were  called  out  during 
the  Homestead  riots.  As  Capt.  Ainey  resigned  in 
June,  1895,  our  subject  was  made  captain  July  1. 
He  and  his  command  were  on  duty  at  Hazelton, 
Penn.,  in  1897.  When  the  war  with  Spain  broke 
out,  they  enlisted,  at  Camp  Hastings,  April  27, 
1898;  were  mustered  into  the  United  States  ser- 
vice May  12,  as  Company  G,  13th  P.  Y.  I. ; went  to 
Camp  Alger,  May  19;  to  Camp  Mead,  September  1 ; 


to  Camp  Maclvenzie,  November  14;  and  remained 
in  the  service  until  mustered  out,  March  n,  1899. 
Capt.  McCausland  returned  home  three  days  later, 
and  resumed  business.  In  June,  1899,  he  re-organ- 
ized Company  G,  and  re-entered  the  National 
Guard.  On  August  1,  1899,  he  resigned  the  cap- 
taincy, and  on  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation  he 
was  appointed  battalion  adjutant  of  the  Thirteenth 
Infantry,  N.  G.  P.,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

Our  subject  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  socially,  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the 
blue  lodge  and  chapter  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
being  at  present  past  master  of  the  blue  lodge.  His 
political  support  is  always  given  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party.  On  February 
20,  1900,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Montrose,  for  a 
term  of  three  years.  He  is  a man  of  soldierly  bear- 
ing, and  is  quite  popular  with  his  company  and  fel- 
low citizens. 

SAMUEL  H.  BROWN  has  for  almost  twenty 
years  occupied  the  position  cf  boss  carpenter  for  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  Railway  Co.  at  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county,  and  he  and  his  family  are  among 
the  most  respected  residents  of  that  place. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  1835  in  the  County  of 
Cornwall,  England,  of  which  his  father,  Thomas 
Brown,  was  also  a native,  born  in  1800.  The  latter 
was  a carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed  that  calling 
until  1845,  when  he  commenced  to  build  boats,  and 
became  a trader  on  the  canal,  in  which  line  of  busi- 
nesss  be  was  engaged  for  the  remainder  of  his  active 
life.  He  passed  his  declining  years  in  retirement, 
and  died  in  1884,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four, 
ten  years  after  his  wife’s  decease.  He  married  Grace 
Heard,  and  they  reared  a family  of  six  children, 
viz.:  (1)  Mary  married  John  Lane,  of  Cornwall, 
England,  and  they  reside  there  with  their  family. 
(2)  John  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Honesdale, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  carries  on  a clothing 
business.  (3)  Thomas  came  to  this  country,  and  set- 
tled in  Wayne  cofinty  in  1848,  following  the  busi- 
ness of  contractor  and  builder  here  until  his  death, 
in  1878.  He  was  married,  in  England,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Box,  of  Cornwall,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren— Samuel  B.,  who  married  Miss  Emma  Frost, 
of  Jersey  City,  and  lived  in  Honesdale  until  his 
death,  since  which  his  widow  and  family  have  made 
their  home  in  New  York;  and  William,  who  married 
Miss  Emma  Henderson,  of  Honesdale,  and  died  in 
January,  1898  (he  left  no  family).  (4)  Jane  mar- 
ried Enoch  Burden,  of  Cornwall,  England,  where  she 
died  in  1897,  leaving  a family.  (5)  Samuel  H.  is  fifth 
in  the  family.  (6)  Charles  H.  has  passed  all  his  life 
in  England,  and  for  forty  years  has  had  his  resi- 
dence in  London.  He  is  married,  and  has  a family. 

Samuel  H.  Brown  spent  his  early  life  in  his  na- 
tive country,  and  received  the  greater  part  of  his 
education  there,  in  the  public  schools.  In  1851, 
when  fifteen  years  old,-  he  followed  his  brother 
Thomas  to  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  for 
several  years  made  his  home  with  him  at  Damascus, 
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Wayne  county,  during  which  time  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter  trade.  He  completed  his  trade  with  D. 
W.  Church,  of  Bethany,  and  soon  commenced  on 
his  own  account,  continuing  thus  until  iris  marriage, 
in  1858,  with  Miss  Hannah  jerow,  of  Honesdaie, 
who  was  a native  of  Newburgh,  N.  Y.  In  that 
year  he  returned  to  his  birthplace,  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, where  they  visited  during  the  winter,  and  after 
coming  back  to  this  country  they  made  their  home 
in  Honesdaie  for  several  months.  In  1859  they 
again  went  to  England,  this  time  remaining  eight 
years,  during  which  period  Mr.  Brown  worked  with 
his  father  as  a boat-builder,  and  in  1867  the  family- 
settled  in  Traceyville,  Wayne  county,  where  they 
have  since  resided  continuously.  Mr.  Brown 
followed  millwrighting  here  for  a number  of  years, 
taking  contracts  for  saw  and  gristmills,  in  1879  en- 
tering the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  rail- 
road, with  which  he  has  since  been  connected  as 
boss  carpenter.  He  has  placed  himself  in  comforta- 
ble circumstances  by  his  industry  and  good  man- 
agement, and  he  ranks  among  the  intelligent  and 
valuable  citizens  of  the  community  where  he  makes 
his  home.  Though  his  business  has  occupied  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  Mr.  Brown 
has  been  deeply  interested  in  local  affairs,  as  a pub- 
lic-spirited citizen  should  be,  but  he  has  not  been 
particularly  active  in  any  line  except  school  inter- 
ests, for  the  advancement  of  which  he  is  always 
ready  to  lend  his  aid  and  influence.  He  has  served 
two  terms  as  school  director  with  faithfulness  and 
ability,  and  he  has  looked  after  his  children’s  edu- 
cational training  with  the  same  zeal,  giving  them 
every  possible  advantage  for  learning.  His  political 
support  is  given  to  the  Democratic  partv. 

In  1877  Mr.  Brown  bought  a fine  property  in 
Tracvville  known  as  the  Charlesworth  place,  locat- 
ed in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  and  he  has  made 
a number  of  improvements  during  his  residence 
here,  his  home  now  being  one  of  the  finest  in  that 
village.  His  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  we  have  the  following  record : Sarah,  born 
in  Honesdaie,  received  the  greater  part  of  her  edu- 
cation there,  and  after  reaching  womanhood  became 
the  wife  of  Arthur  Howell,  of  Carbondale,  who  has 
charge  of  the  postal  telegraph  station  in  that  town ; 
they  have  no  children.  Melissa,  born  in  Cornwall, 
England,  is  a highly-educated  young  lady,  having 
attended  the  public  schools  and  Honesdaie  high 
school,  where  she  received  a collegiate  training. 
William,  born  in  England,  married  Miss  Nettie  Pot- 
ter Goodman,  of  Honesdaie,  and  resides  near  his 
parents  in  Traceyville;  they  have  one  daughter, 
Emma.  Samuel,  born  in  England,  married  Miss 
Cora  Compton,  of  Honesdaie,  where  they  reside,  he 
working  under  his  father  at  the  carpenter's  trade ; 
they  have  one  son,  Edgar.  Marietta,  born  in  Hones- 
daie, is  die  wife  of  Hon.  R.  M.  Stocicer,  a leading 
attorney  of  Honesdaie;  they  have  one  son,  Morti- 
mer (Mr.  Stocker  is  a poet  of  considerable  ability). 
Frederick  H.,  born  in  Honesdaie,  was  educated 
partly  in  his  native  town,  and  finished  his  schooling 


at  Kingston ; he  now  holds  a position  in  the  office  of 
the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co.,  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  parents.  Raymond  J.,  born  in  Honesdaie, 
is  at  present  attending  the  high  school  there.  The 
entire  family  are  identified  with  the  M.  E.  Church 
of  Honesdaie. 

HYDE  CROCKER,  a popular  railroad  postal 
clerk,  residing  in  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county, 
whose  route  is  on  the  Narrow  Gauge  railroad  be- 
tween that  place  and  Tunkhannock,  Penn.,  was  born 
in  Montrose,  April  1,  1834,  and  belongs  to  an  old 
Colonial  family,  of  English  origin. 

The  first  of  whom  we  have  any  record  was 
Thomas  Crocker,  a native  of  England,  who  settled 
in  New  London  county,  Conn.,  in  1640,  and  was  one 
of  the  selectmen  of  the  Colony.  His  son,  Samuel 
Crocker,  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  located  at 
West  Farms,  Conn.,  in  1671.  In  his  family  were 
four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  one  of 
whom  was  Jabez,  father  of  Thomas  Crocker,  Sr., 
who  was  born  in  1734,  and  died  in  Bozrah,  New 
London  county.  His  son,  Thomas  Crocker,  Jr., 
was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  was  born 
in  Bozrah,  in  1766,  and  first  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  in  1799.  Here  he  built  a log  cabin, 
though  he  never  occupied  it,  and  soon  returned  to 
Connecticut,  remaining  until  the  spring  of  1800, 
when  he  again  started  for  this  State,  stopping,  how- 
ever, through  the  winter,  in  Unadilla,  N.  Y.  With 
his  wife  and  four  children  he  floated  down  the  river 
on  a raft,  in  the  spring  of  1801,  and  located  at 
Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  re- 
mained only  a short  time,  and  then  moved  to  what 
is  known  as  the  Barnum  farm,  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  for  one  year,  while  working 
for  Mr.  Barnum.  The  following  fourteen  years  he 
spent  upon  a farm  in  South  Bridgewater,  now  known 
as  the  Atherton  farm,  and  from  there  he  moved 
to  an  adjoining  farm,  where  he  was  living  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1848,  when  he  was  eighty- 
three  years  of  age.  He  married  Betsy  Calkins  Hyde, 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children,  of  whom 
Hyde,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  eldest; 
Harriet  was  born  December  24,  1794;  Lucius  B. 
was  born  March  30,  1797;  Mary  Ann,  born  July 
27,  1798,  died  May  13,  1852;  John,  born  January 
23,  1802,  died  August  30,  1825  ; Caroline,  born  July 
4,  1805,  died  August  11,  1809;  Samuel  A.,  born  May 
7,  1807,  died  May  25,  1889 ; and  Daniel  W.,  born 
September  26,  1809,  died  May  13,  1871.  Hyde, 
Mary,  John,  Caroline  and  Samuel  A.  all  died  in 
Susquehanna  county. 

Hyde  Crocker,  Sr.,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Bozrah,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  January 
25,  1793,  but  was  reared  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  In  1812  he  went  to  Cazenovia;  N.  Y.,  where 
he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  uncle. 
There  he  joined  a troop  which  saw  some  service  in 
the  war  of  18x2.  Returning  to  Montrose  in  1816, 
he  worked  at  building  until  1838.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  Montrose,  October  25,  1822,  to  Miss  Sally 
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Cornwall,  who  was  born  in  Deerfield,  Mass.,  March 
8,  1796.  The  progenitor  of  the  Cornwall  family 
in  America  was  William  Cornwall,  an  English 
Puritan,  who  came  to  this  country  with  Peter 
Bladder's  expedition,  May  2,  1635,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  and  first  located  in  Hartford  county, 
Conn.,  later  removing  to  Middletown,  that  State, 
where  his  death  occurred.  He  was  born  in  1615, 
and  died  February  2,  1668.  His  son  William  was 
born  in  1641,  and  from  him  the  line  of  descent  to 
our  subject  is  traced  through  William  (3),  born  in 
1671  ; Andrew,  born  in  1700;  Andrew  (2),  born  in 
1735 ; and  Amos,  born  in  1765,  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  who  was  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  In  Greenfield,  Mass.,  he  married  Abigail 
Severance,  who  was  born  September  4,  1768,  and 
both  died  in  Cairo,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.  The  names 
and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Richard,  February  25,  1787;  Samuel,  Jan- 

uary 3,  1789;  Abigail,  April  10,  1791;  Richard, 
March  6,  1793  ; Cynthia,  July  25,  1794;  Sally,  March 
8,  1796;  Amos,  March  31,  1798;  Thomas,  June  30, 
1800;  George,  August  11,  1802;  Maria,  April  25, 
1804;  Solomon,  February  4,  1806;  and  Jonathan, 
June  17,  1809.  Of  these,  Abigail  married  James 
Deans,  and  lived  in  Susquehanna  county. 

For  sixteen  years  after  his  marriage  the  father 
of  our  subject  lived  in  Montrose,  and  in  1838  re- 
moved to  a farm  in  Bridgewater  township,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  1867,  and  then  took  up  his 
residence  in  Montrose,  where  our  subject  now 
lives.  He  was  a very  successful  farmer,  and  spent 
his  last  days  in  retirement  from  active  labor.  In 
early  life  he  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  on  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  voted  for 
Fremont,  and  continued  one  of  its  stancly  support- 
ers. He  was  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  he  united  in 
1832.  He  passed  away  July  4,  1886,  his  wife  May 
12,  1887,  and  they  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Mont- 
rose cemetery.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born 
eight  children,  namely:  Franklin,  born  December 
3,  1823,  died  December  24,  1823 ; Samuel,  born 
March  20,  1826,  died  the  same  day  ; John  H.,  born 
April  8,  1828,  died  January  8,  1829:  Almon  H., 
born  December  6,  1830,  died  September  9,  1832; 
Sally  M.,  born  June  16,  1832,  is  the  widow  of  George 
M.  Dennison,  a farmer,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Scranton,  Penn.;  Plyde,  Jr.,  our  subject,  is  next 
in  the  order  of  birth;  George  W.,  born  May  25, 
1835,  married  Lovisa  Stone;  and  Thomas,  born 
March  28,  1837,  died  September  6,  1840. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof  Hyde  Crocker, 
Jr.,  went  to  Montrose,  where  he  served  a three- 
years’  apprenticeship  to  the  wagonmaker’s  trade 
under  Jonas  Mack,  and  then  worked  at  his  trade 
for  one  and  a half  years  in  Lynn,  Penn.,  and  two 
and  a half  years  in  Springville.  He  was  thus  em- 
ployed at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  when  the  Civil  war 
broke  out.  On  April  18,  1861,  he  enlisted,  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  in  Company  F,  62d  N.  Y. 
V.  I.,  under  Thomas  Holt,  but  in  June  was  trans- 


ferred to  a cavalry  company  which  he  helped  to  re- 
cruit, afterward  Company  M,  1st  New  Jersey  Cav- 
alry, Capt.  John  P.  Fowler.  He  participated  in 
thirty-four  engagements,  including  the  battles  of 
Woodstock,  Harrisonburg,  Cross  Keys,  Port  Re- 
public, Cedar  Mountain,  Stoneman’s  Raid,  Bull  Run 
(second),  Fredericksburg  and  Brandy  Station. 
During  the.  last-named  engagement  he  was  wound- 
ed in  the  left  arm,  receiving  a saber  cut,  and  was 
captured,  June  9,  1863,  being  first  taken  to  Libby 
prison  where  he  was  incarcerated  eleven  months. 
He  was  next  confined  in  a prison  at  Macon,  Ga., 
for  two  and  a half  months,  and  at  Charleston,  S.  C., 
for  the  same  length  of  time,  after  which  he  was 
sent  to  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  from  there  to  Wil- 
mington, where  he  was  paroled  March  1,  1865,  after 
almost  two  years  spent  in  the  loathsome  Southern 
prisons.  He  then  returned  home  on  a furlough, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  June  23,  1865.  He 
served  as  orderly  sergeant  from  the  time  he  entered 
the  army  until  February,  1863,  when  he  was  made 
second  lieutenant  of  Company  H,  and  was  filling 
that  office  at  the  time  ol  his  capture.  He  received 
no  further  promotion,  but  after  his  return  to  his 
command  was  transferred  to  Company  A as  first 
lieutenant. 

After  receiving  his  discharge  Mr.  Crocker  re- 
turned to  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  resumed  work  at 
his  trade.  There  he  was  married,  January  7,  1867, 
to  Miss  Anna  Caskey,  born  in  Deckertown,  N.  J., 
October  1,  1833,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Cornelia 
(Haines)  Caskey,  who  were  also  born  in  New 
Jersey,  and  died  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Crocker  have  been  born  two  children. 

The  day  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Crocker  came 
to  Montrose,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1867  opened  a wagon  shop, 
which  he  conducted  for  four  years.  In  1878  he 
was  made  railroad  postal  clerk,  and  has  since  filled 
that  position,  with  the  exception  of  six  years  during 
President  Cleveland’s  administrations,  when  he  was 
tax  collector,  and  he  also  took  the  census  of  Mont- 
rose in  1890.  He  does  beautiful  work  as  a wood 
engraver,  and  has  two  canes  with  the  genealogy 
of  his  family  carved  upon  them,  which  are  fine 
pieces  of  work.  He  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows Society,  in  which  he  has  filled  many  offices, 
and  also  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Mont- 
rose, and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a stanch  Republican. 

EDWARD  PAYSON  POPE,  general  agent 
for  the  United  States  Express  Co.  at  Montrose, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  is  also  engaged  in  the 
coal  and  transfer  business,  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  public  interests  of  Susquehanna 
county  for  many  years,  and  has  most  creditably  and 
acceptably  filled  several  important  official  positions. 

A native  of  that  county,  he  was  born  in  Gibson 
township,  June  22,  1838,  a son  of  William  H.  Pope, 
whose  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere.  During  his 
youth  our  subject  worked  for  his  father  in  a cloth 
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mill  in  Gibson  township,  and  early  acquired  a thor- 
ough knowledge  of  every  department  of  the  busi- 
ness. He  subsequently  became  part  owner  of  the 
mill,  which  he  operated  in  partnership  with  his  fa- 
ther until  elected  sheriff  of  the  county,  in  1882, 
when  he  retired  from  the  business,  in  order  that 
he  might  give  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  removed  to  Montrose.  After 
the  expiration  of  his  term,  he  served  as  deputy  sher- 
iff under  Z.  D.  Jenkins  for  fourteen  months,  and 
then  purchased  a half-interest  in  the  mail  route  be- 
between  Montrose,  New  Milford  and  Alford,  run- 
ning three  stages  a day  to  New  Milford  and 
two  to  Alford,  until  the  railroad  was  built,  when  he 
was  appointed  express  agent  at  Montrose,  which  po- 
sition he  still  fills.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale and  retail  coal  business,  having  been  a partner 
of  Billings  Stroud  until  the  latter’s  death,  in  June, 
1899.  He  is  an  upright  and  reliable  business  man, 
and  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

On  January  22,  1862,  in  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Mr.  Pope  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Hill,  by  whom  he  has  three 
children : Agnes  J.,  wife  of  R.  P.  Little,  of  Mont- 
rose; Minnie  A.,  wife  of  George  C.  Burns,  a drug- 
gist of  the  same  place;  and  Ethel  M.  S.,  wife  of 
Rev.  E.  Iv.  Thomas,  a Baptist  minister  of  Montrose. 
Mrs.  Pope  was  born  in  Shepton  Mallet,  England, 
March  30,  1841,  and  came  alone  to  America  in  1859, 
locating  in  Gibson  township.  Her  parents,  William 
and  Joanna  (Hill)  Hill,  were  lifelong  residents  of 
England,  where  the  father,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
died  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  the 
mother  in  1845  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Hester,  who  married  Radcliffe  Wood, 
and  died  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.;  William  and  John,  who  both  died  in  Eng- 
land ; Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Cox,  of  England ; 
Thomas,  who  died  in  England;  Susan,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Tyler,  a farmer  of  New  Milford  township, 
Susquehanna  county  ; George,  who  died  in  England  ; 
James,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  George  Cook,  of  England ; Edward,  also  a resi- 
dent of  England;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Joanna,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Politically  Mr.  Pope  has  always  been  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  been 
honored  with  several  local  offices  besides  that  of 
sheriff,  having  served  as  constable  in  Gibson  town- 
ship eight  years ; collector  of  Montrose  three  years ; 
and  town  councilman  four  years.  He  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Honor  of  Susquehanna,  and  is  an  active 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Montrose,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  for  several 
years. 

JOSEPH  McCONNELL  comes  of  that  sturdy 
Irish  stock  to  whom  obstacles  are  but  an  incentive 
to  success.  Coming  to  this  country  when  a youth  of 
sixteen  years,  he  has,  through  hard  work  and  that 
rugged  honesty  which  distinguishes  his  race,  at- 


tained the  enviable  position  which  he  now  holds 
among  his  neighbors  and  friends.  But  of  this  more 
will  be  said  hereafter ; it  is  of  interest,  first,  to  speak 
of  his  ancestry  and  family  connections. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents,  Joseph  and 
Ellen  McConnell,  were  natives  of  the  eastern  portion 
of  Ireland, where  they  lived  and  died ; he  was  a tenant 
farmer.  Our  subject’s  father,  John  McConnell, 
was  likewise  a farmer,  but  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
his  holding  being  at  Bangor,  where  the  subject  of 
the  present  sketch  was  born  on  June  5,  1819.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Sarah  McCollough,  and 
ner  birthplace  was  in  Scotland.  Both  his  parents 
died  in  Ireland,  the  father  at  the  age  of  sixty-four, 
in  1832,  the  mother  in  1845,  in  ^er  seventieth  year. 
Both  were  devout  Presbyterians,  and  both  passed 
into  rest  “full  of  years  and  of  good  works.’’  They 
were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  six  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  nine  who  reached  mature  years 
were  Ellen,  Mary,  Sarah,  Jennie,  Margaret,  Doro- 
thy, David,  John  and  Joseph.  Of  these,  Mary,  Dav- 
id and  Joseph  came  to  America,  and  of  the  entire 
family  only  Joseph  McConnell  survives ; Mary  mar- 
ried Robert  Alexander,  a farmer  of  Harford  town- 
ship, who  is  also  dead. 

As  has  been  said,  Joseph  McConnell  emigrated 
from  Ireland  when  he  was  but  sixteen  years  old. 
For  twenty  years  he  lived  in  New  York,  and  during 
the  first  four  years  of  that  period  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  saddlery  trade,  working  part  of 
the  time  on  military  harness  for  the  government. 
Having  mastered  the  trade,  he  embarked  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  in  which  he  was  moderate- 
ly successful.  Like  his  parents,  he  was  an  earnest 
Presbyterian,  and  for  some  time  served  as  trustee 
of  the  Eleventh  Presbyterian  Church,  in  New  York 
City.  In  May,  1855,  he  removed  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  bought  a farm  in  Harford  township, 
where  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since,  having  ac- 
quired a valuable  property.  He  owns  146  acres  of 
farm  land,  well  stocked  and  improved,  a timber 
tract  of  sixty-seven  acres,  and  a fine  pond  of  eighty- 
three  acres,  all  of  which  are  contiguous,  besides  other 
holdings. 

Before  leaving  New  York  Mr.  McConnell  was 
married,  November  15  1842,  to  Mary  McMurray,  the 
officiating  minister  being  Rev.  Dr.  Smith.  Miss  Mc- 
Murray was,  like  himself,  a native  of  Bangor,  where 
she  was  born  in  1820,  daughter  of  Thomas  Mc- 
Murray, a wagon  maker ; her  mother’s  maiden  name 
was  Ellen  Dennison.  She  died  in  1894  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-nine  years,  a “mother  in 
Israel’’  honored  and  mourned  by  the  many  whose 
wants  she  alleviated  and  by  all  who  knew  her  worth. 
Mr.  McConnell’s  marriage  was  blessed  with  twelve 
children,  of  whom  three  died  in  infancy  in  New  York 
City.  Knox  L.  died  unmarried,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two.  Martha  became  the  wife  of  Fred  Wilcox,  a 
Harford  farmer,  and  is  deceased.  Those  yet  liv- 
ing are:  Joseph,  Jr.,  unmarried,  and  conducting  the 
home  farm;  John  C.,  a druggist  at  New  Milford; 
Sarah,  unmarried,  and  living  at  home;  Washington 
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W.,  in  the  employ  of  the  Manhattan  Railroad,  and 
living  in  New  York  City;  Jennie,  the  wife  of  Coe 
Stearns,  a farmer  of  Harford ; Maggie,  who  mar- 
ried Wallace  Gow,  also  a prosperous  Harford  farm- 
er; and  Thomas  D.,  whose  home  is  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  McConnell  has  been  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  for  half  a century. 

TRACY  H.  SMITH,  farmer  and  stockman  of 
Damascus  township,  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  the 
respected,  well-to-do  residents  of  his  section,  and  a 
member  of  one  of  the  earliest  pioneer  families.  He 
is  a son  of  Isaac  Smith,  and  a grandson  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  Smith,  who  came  from  Philadelphia 
to  Wayne  county  among  its  first  settlers,  and  here 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They  left  a 
family  of  six  children,  Sally,  John,  Laura,  Hulda, 
Henry  and  Isaac,  of  whom  the  eldest  daughter  mar- 
ried George  Brannon,  of  Oregon  township,  this 
county ; John,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Mexican 
war,  married,  and  died  in  Wayne  county,  leaving  a 
family ; Laura  is  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Branning, 
of  Wayne  county,  and  is  a mother  of  a large  family ; 
Hulda  became  the  wife  of  Peter  Tyler,  of  Damascus  ; 
Henry  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  a 
few  years  ago,  leaving  a wife  and  children. 

Isaac  Smith  was  born  in  1818,  in  Oregon  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  married  Morilla  Young, 
by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  namely:  John,  born 
in  Oregon  township,  married  Miss  Mary  Shaffer,  of 
Michigan,  and  they  reside  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where 
he  is  a prosperous  business  man,  engaging  in  steam- 
boating and  handling  lumber  on  the  lakes ; they 
have  no  family.  Katie  is  the  wife  of  Porter  Smith, 
of  McKean  county,  Penn.,  and  has  six  children, 
Tracy,  John,  Lrank,  Charles,  Chester  and  Mary. 
Tracy  H.  is  third  in  the  order  of  birth.  Lucinda, 
born  in  Wayne  county,  married  George  Deo,  of 
Warren  county,  Penn.,  and  has  a family.  Henry, 
born  in  1852,  in  Damascus,  married  Miss  Grace 
Davie,  of  Oregon,  and  bas  one  son,  Raymond ; they 
live  in  Honesdale,  where  he  is  engaged  as  engineer 
in  the  foundry.  Lydia  married  Lrank  Bedford,  of 
Monticello,  N.  Y.,  and  has  four  children,  Henry, 
Minnie,  Earl,  and  Grade;  they  make  their  home  in 
Warren  county,  Penn.  Emma,  born  in  Oregon 
township,  is  the  wife  of  Everett  Reynolds,  who  owns 
a fine  farm  in  Damascus  township,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  general  agriculture  and  lumbering;  they 
have  two  children,  Morris  and  Myrtle.  Isaac,  born 
in  Oreg'on  township,  married  Miss  Lizzie  Clemens, 
of  Dyberry,  and  they  live  on  the  old  home  farm 
with  his  father  and  mother ; they  have  four  sons, 
John,  Calvin,  Leroy  and  Clyde.  When  a young  man 
Isaac  Smith,  Sr.,  made  a purchase  of  wild  land  in 
Oregon  township,  which  he  has  lived  to  see  cleared 
and  improved  with  a comfortable  residence,  good 
buildings,  etc.,  and  equipped  with  various  other 
conveniences  unknown  to  farmers  when  he  began  the 
work  of  converting  his  property  into  a profitable 
farm.  His  noble  wife,  who  had  her  share  in  the 
hardships  and  privations  which  the  pioneers  endured 


while  the  country  was  still  in  its  primitive  state,  has 
also  been  spared  to  him,  and  they  are  now  enjoying 
their  declining  years  amid  the  comforts  acquired  by 
early  toil. 

Tracy  LI.  Smith  was  born  January  3,  1847,  in 
Oregon  township  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm,  during  his  boyhood  receiving  a good  common 
school  education.  He  was  but  seventeen  years  of 
age  when  he  offered  his  services  to  the  government 
for  the  Civil  war,  becoming  a member  of  Company 
L,  3rd  Pensylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  Army  of  the 
James,  under  Gen.  Ord,  sworn  in  at  Easton,  Penn. 
His  first  engagement  was  in  November,  1864,  at 
Port  Harrison,  when  both  sides  experienced  heavy 
losses,  but  they  succeeded  in  driving  the  Rebels 
back.  During  the  winter  the  regiment  was  incor- 
porated into  the  188th  P.  V.  I.,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1865  Mr.  Smith’s  command  was  detached  to  fol- 
low up  the  guerrilla  general,  Moseby,  at  which  they 
were  engaged  until  Lee’s  surrender,  from  that  time 
until  the  end  of  their  term  of  service  guarding  gov- 
ernment property.  Our  subject  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Philadelphia,  on  November  9,  1865,  and 
not  long  after  his  return  home  he  went  to  Mason 
county,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years, 
following  lumbering  in  the  pineries.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  came  back  to  his  native  State,  for  four 
years  working  in  Warren  county,  and  he  has  since 
lived  in  Wayne  county,  engaging  in  general  farm- 
ing' and  stock  raising. 

In  March,  1878,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Adeline  Loveless,  of  Damascus, 
daughter  of  John  and  Charlotte  Loveless,  the  former 
of  whom  is  one  of  the  pioneer  lumbermen  of  Wayne 
county,  and  the  young  couple  located  on  a new  farm 
in  Damascus,  which  Mr.  Smith  commenced  to  clear. 
The  tract  contains  fifty  acres,  all  of  which  is  now 
under  cultivation  and  highly  improved,  with  good 
buildings,  neat  fences  and  other  appurtenances  of 
a well-conducted  and  carefully  managed  farm.  The 
place  is  well  stocked  with  cattle,  horses  and  other 
domestic  animals,  and  is  a valuable  and  desirable 
piece  of  property,  made  so  by  the  owner’s  constant 
toil  during  his  residence  thereon,  a fact  which  is 
much  to  his  credit. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  among  the  most  es- 
teemed residents  of  Damascus  township,  and  de- 
serve the  respect  which  is  everywhere  accorded 
them.  They  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
religious  connection.  Politically  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
Democrat,  of  the  old  Jacksonian  stripe.  He  is  promi- 
nent in  local  G.  A.  R.  circles,  belonging  to  Capt. 
James  Ham  Post  No.  198,  of  Honesdale,  and 
lie  takes  a loyal  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  that 
body. 

WILLIAM  A.  DECKER  is  a well-known  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Dundaff,  Susquehanna  county, 
now  engaged  in  general  farming  and  also  conduct- 
ing the  “Dundaff  House,”  one  of  the  most  popular 
hotels  of  this  section  of  the  county.  It  was  erected 
by  Gould  Phinney,  contains  twenty-four  rooms,  and 
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is  conveniently  located  six  miles  from  Carbondale 
and  thirty  miles  from  Montrose,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Decker  was  born  in  Chestnut  Hdl  township, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  April  16,  1844,  a son  of  Lewis 
and  Maria  T.  ( Shultz ) Decker,  the  former  a native 
of  Germany,  the  latter  of  Bethlehem,  Northampton 
Co.,  Penn.  They  were  married  in  Bethlehem,  and 
thence  removed  to  Monroe  county  in  1844,  locat- 
ing in  Chestnut  Hill  township  when  it  was  almost 
an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  they  had  to  cut  away 
the  brush  before  erecting  their  house.  The  father  was 
a farmer  and  cabinet  maker,  and  served  as  constable 
and  tax  collector  in  his  township.  He  died  upon  his 
farm  in  February,  1866,  aged  forty-eight  years,  and 
was  buried  in  the  old  Chestnut  Hill  cemetery,  while 
his  wife  died  in  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  in  April,  1892, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  there.  They  were  members 
of  the  Moravian  Church,  and  highly  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them.  Our  subject  is.  the  eldest  of  their 
children,  the  others  being-  Charles,  who  died  in 
Monroe  county ; Ellen,  wife  of  Charles  Rice,  of 
Bethlehem ; and  James  and  Sidney,  who  both  died 
in  Monroe  county. 

William  A.  Decker  was  reared  in  much  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  took  charge  of  the  home  farm, 
which  he  successfully  operated  for  six  years.  He 
then  removed  to  Bethlehem,  and  for  a year  and  a 
half  was  fireman  on  an  engine  on  the  Northern 
Pennsylvania  railroad.  On  May  10,  1876,  he  was 
promoted  to  engineer,  and  filled  that  position  for 
eight  years.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
Northampton  county  for  four  years,  and  for  three 
years  conducted  a hotel  at  Hellertown,  that  county. 
For  the  same  length  of  time  he  was  similarly  em- 
ployed at  Clifford,  Susquehanna  county,  and  in 
April,  1892,  purchased  his  present  hotel  of  S.  F. 
Williams.  Here  he  has  since  carried  on  operations 
as  hotel  proprietor  and  general  farmer  with  marked 
success,  and  is  numbered  among  the  leading  and  rep- 
resentative business  men  of  Dundaff.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  political  sentiment,  and  has  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  borough  for  three  years,  but  has 
never  cared  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public 
office.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Lutheran,  but  there 
is  no  Church  of  that  denomination  in  Dundaff. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Eagle  No.  112,  of  Hellertown. 

Mr.  Decker  has  been  twice  married,  first  at 
Brodheadsville,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Sarah  Anglemoyer, 
by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Hilorius,  who  married 
Lottie  Huttlestem  and  resides  in  South  Bethlehem. 
Mrs.  Decker  was  a native  of  Tannersville,  Monroe 
county,  and  a daughter  of  Adam  Anglemoyer.  She 
died  in  February,  1866,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county. 

In  February,  1870,  in  South  Bethlehem,  Mr. 
Decker  married  Mrs.  Rebecca  (Herring)  Walker, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children : Ellen,  now  the 
wife  of  Orlando  Old,  a carpenter  of  Allentown, 
Penn.;  and  Wilson,  a merchant  of  Dundaff,  who 


married  Edith  Rimen.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Decker  was 
born  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  February  5,  1841, 
a daughter  ot  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Frabel)  Her- 
ring. Her  father.,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  was  born 
in  Bath,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  and  died  there 
in  1863,  aged  fifty-six  years.  Her  mother  was  born 
in  Monroe  county,  April  16,  1817,  and  is  now  living 
in  Salisbury,  Lehigh  county,  Penn.  The  children 
born  to  this  worthy  couple  were  Annie,  wife  of 
Reuben  Transom,  of  Bushkill  Center,  Penn.;  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  William  Moritz,  of  Salisbury,  Penn. ; 
Rebecca,  wife  of  our  subject;  John,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years ; Arthur,  who'  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen ; Helena,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen ; 
Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Rhodes,  of  Amos,  Penn. ; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Peter  Stener,  of  Salisbury ; and  Le- 
nora,  wife  of  Sylvester  Yocoby,  of  Seidersville, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn.  Mrs.  Decker's  paternal 
grandparents,  Andrew  and  Catherine  (Mozier)  Her- 
ring, were  farming  people  of  Bath,  Penn.  * Mrs. 
Decker  first  married  Samuel  Walker,  a carpenter 
by  trade,  and  a son  of  Jacob  W.  Walker.  He  died  in 
Bath,  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years, 
leaving  her  with  one  son,  Peter  J.,  who  is  a police 
officer  in  a bank  at  Bethlehem ; he  married  Carrie 
Lambert,  and  has  three  children — Harry  L.,  Will- 
iam P.  and  Ada. 

THOMAS  HOWELL  PHINNY,  of  Dun- 
daff, Susquehanna  county,  is  a son  of  Thomas  P. 
Phinny,  and  a grandson  of  Gould  Phinny.  A his- 
tory of  Susquehanna  county  would  not  be  com- 
plete without  a sketch  of  the  once  prosperous  town 
of  Dundaff,  or  of  . the  part  that  Gould  Phinny  took  j 
in  building  up  the  beautiful  little  town,  situated  near 
the  two  beautiful  lakes  known  as  Crystal  and  New-  I 
ton  Lakes,  now  being  built  up  with  summer  hotels  1 
and  cottages  for  a summer  resort.  At  the  time  1 
Gould  Phinny  took  up  his  residence  at  Dundaff  it  I 
consisted  of  but  a few  houses,  but  through  his  fore-  1 
sight,  energy  and  push  it  soon  became  one  of  the  1 
finest  business  towns  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  I 
built  a gristmill,  axe  and  scythe  factory,  tannery,  I 
and  glass  factory,  started  a bank  and  also  a printing  I 
press,  hotel,  blacksmith,  harness  and  wagon  shop.  I 
By  his  thrift,  industry  and  upright  dealing  he  be-  I 
came  quite  wealthy  for  the  times  and  surroundings  I 
in  which  he  lived.  Aside  from  his  interests  at  Dun-  || 
daff  he  purchased  a plantation  near  Richmond,  Ya.,  If 
where  he  would  take  his  family  each  fall,  spending  I 
the  winter  months  there,  and  returning  in  the  spring  - I 
to  spend  the  summer  months  at  his  old  homestead.  M 
As  there  were  no  railroads  through  the  country  at  H 
that  time,  he  would  make  the  joitrney  through  the  I 
the  country  with  his  horses  and  carriage.  Mr.  Phin-  H 
ny  took  quite  a prominent  interest  in  the  State  fl 
militia  and  was  for  a number  of  years  colonel  of  a ■ 
regiment.  Battalion  training  days  used  to  be  con-  H 
sidered  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  important  H 
days  of  the  time,  and  was  looked  forward  to  by  citi-  II 
zens  from  all  over  the  county  who  would  come  from  II 
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a distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  to  see  the  sol- 
diers march,  drill,  and  finally  wind  up  with  a hotly- 
contested  sham  battle. 

Thomas  P.  Phinny,  son  of  Gould  Phinny,  was 
also  a resident  of  Dundaff,  and  always  took  a strong 
interest  with  his  father  in  building  up  the  town. 
He  was  a lawyer  by  profession,  having  been  admitt- 
ed to  the  Par  at  the  age  of  about  twenty-one,  and 
began  practice  at  Dundaff,  where  he  continued  thus 
for  many  years.  He  was  also  largely  engaged  in 
farming,  milling  and  general  merchandising,  be- 
ing a man  of  no  little  prominence  in  his  commu- 
nity. Pie  died  in  1889,  when  nearly  eighty  years 
of  age,  his  wife  in  1892,  at  about  the  same  age. 
Their  remains  are  interred  in  the  Dundaff  cemetery. 
Mrs.  Phinny  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Although  he  was  not  a member  of  any  denomination, 
Air.  Phinny  gave  the  grounds  on  which  the  Episco- 
pal Church  now  stands,  and  was  always  one  of  the 
most  liberal  givers  toward  its  support.  To  Thomas 
P.  and  Elizabeth  B.  (Howell)  Phinny  were  born 
and  survive  them  four  children : Thomas  Howell, 
Owen  P.,  Elizabeth  G.,  and  Jennie. 

Our  subject,  Thomas  Howell  Phinny,  spent 
his  boyhood  days  at  Dundaff.  At  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two he  married  Miss  Frances  E.  Johnson,  daugh- 
ter of  Sylvester  Johnson,  also  a resident  of  Dundaff. 
They  together  bid  good-bye  to  Dundaff  and  started 
out  for  new  fields.  To  them  were  born  three  daugh- 
ters and  one  son,  as  follows : Bessie  H.,  Thomas  G., 
Anna  and  Edith,  the  three  daughters  married  and 
residing  in  Chicago ; Thomas  G.  married  and  re- 
sides in  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 

AWRY  HARRIS.  One  of  the  regiments 
which  during  the  Civil  war  proved  its  mettle  most 
gallantly  was  the  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  organized  in  the 
fall  of  1862,  which  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a member  of  Com- 
pany B,  entering  the  service  as  a private,  and  was 
mustered  out  as  a sergeant.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
writing  a history  of  the  regiment,  collecting  those 
facts  of  thrilling  interest  which  must  soon  fade 
away  unless  thus  collated  and  preserved  by  one  most 
admirably  qualified  for  the  work.  Mr.  Harris, 
since  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  has  been  a resident 
of  northeastern  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  Awry  Harris,  was 
a native  of  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  and  lived 
in  that  county  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-three 
years.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and 
followed  farming.  He  married  Nancy  Avery,  who 
also  was  a native  of  Westchester  county,  of  French 
and  German  ancestry. 

M illiam  H.  Harris,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  July  23. 
I^IS-  In  early  life  he  was  a carpenter  and  joiner, 
and  for  some  years  worked  as  a patternmaker  at 
the  West  Point  Foundry.  In  March,  1853,  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  Benton,  Lackawanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  followed  farming  for  some  years, 
but  later  resumed  work  at  carpentering,  his  old 


trade.  During  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  was  an 
invalid  from  a stroke  of  paralysis.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1837,  to  Miss  Ellen  Sprague,  who  was  born 
in  New  Jersey  March  25,  1816,  daughter  of  John 
L.  and  Effie  (Booth)  Sprague;  her  father  had  been 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  family  of  Will- 
iam H.  and  Ellen  Harris  consisted  of  six  children, 
namely:  William  H.,  born  April  12,  1838,  who  died 
December  8,  1880;  Awry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
born  February  3,  1840;  Electa  J.,  born  June  30, 
1842,  wife  of  A.  G.  Colvin,  of  East  Benton;  Enoch, 
born  April  11,  1844,  who  died  February  8,  1845; 
John  W.,  born  July  15,  1847,  a resident,  of  East 
Benton;  and  Elisha,  born  October  14,  1849,  who 
died  June  6,  1851.  The  mother  died  December  15, 
1880,  the  father  January  9,  1885. 

Awry  Harris,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Fishkill, 
Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  thirteen  years  old 
when,  in  1853,  he  came  with  his  father  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. For  several  years  he  lived  in  New  York 
City.  At  the  age  of.  sixteen  years  he  began  taking 
care  of  himself  as  a farm  laborer,  and  a year  later 
the  support  of  the  family  fell  upon  him  and  his 
elder  brother.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  143rd  P.  V.  I.  He  was  promoted  suc- 
cessively to  corporal  and  sergeant,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  in  June,  1865.  Mr.  Harris  was  with  the 
regiment  during  its  long  and  memorable  career  and 
participated  in  the  engagements  at  Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg,  the  Wilderness,  Laurel  Hill,  Spottsyl- 
vania,  North  Anna  River,  Cold  Harbor,  Bethesda 
Church,  Petersburg,  siege  of  Petersburg,  Weldon 
railroad,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Peebles  Farm,  and  the 
memorable  Weldon  raid  in  winter  months.  At 
Gettysburg  he  was  wounded  in  the  side  by  a ball, 
and  his  gun  was  destroyed  in  his  hand,  and  he  had 
a similar  experience  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness. 
Returning  to  Lackawanna  county  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  Mr.  Harris  engaged  in  gristmilling  at  various 
localities  from  1868  to  1879. 

Mr.  Harris  was  married,  January  1,  1870,  in 
Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna)  county,  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Kennedy,  who  was  born  August  24,  1840,  daugh- 
ter of  John  L.  S.  and  Nancy  (Shiffer)  Kennedy, 
granddaughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Barber) 
Kennedy,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Josiah  and 
Alary  (Stuart)  Kennedy.  Josiah  Kennedy  was  a 
native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  married  Alary 
Stuart,  who  was  born  in  the  South  of  Scotland; 
migrating  to  America,  he  settled  in  New  York,  and 
later  moved  to  Abington  township,  Lackawanna 
county.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  two  children : 
John,  the  grandfather  of  Airs.  Harris;  and  Lois, 
who  was  a deaf  mute.  Josiah  Kennedy  married 
for  his  second  wife  Esther  Barber,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  Josiah,  who  married  Sarah  Van  Fleet,  of 
Dutch  ancestry  and  of  New  Jersey  birth. 

John  Kennedy,  the  grandfather  of  Airs.  Harris, 
was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  He  was  mar- 
ried, December  25,  1806,  to  Elizabeth  Barber,  who 
was  born  February  23,  1785,  and  who  was  the  sis- 
ter of  Esther  Barber,  the  second  wife  of  her  hus- 
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band’s  father.  John  Kennedy  remained  through  life 
a farmer  of  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna)  county, 
and  died  March  io,  1863.  His  wife  died  March 
8,  1854,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Elizabeth,  born  June  9,  1808,  married 
Nathaniel  Purdy;  John  Levi  Stuart  was  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Harris;  George  C.  is  a resident  of  Lacka- 
wanna county ; Harvey  died  a resident  of  north- 
eastern Pennsylvania ; Mary  Ann  died  unmarried ; 
Lucinda,  unmarried,  lives  at  Dalton;  David  N.  died 
on  the  old  homestead,  in  what  is  no\\TLacka  wanna 
county ; and  Esther,  unmarried,  lives  with  her  sister 
Lucinda,  at  Dalton. 

John  L.  S.  Kennedy  was  born  November  8, 
1809.  He  was  reared  in  Luzerne  county,  and  fol- 
lowed carpentering  through  life.  He  married 
Nancy  Shiffer,  who  was  born  June  13.  1813,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Blanchard)  Shiffer,  of 
German  extraction,  and”  to  their  union  were  born 
children  as  follows : Helen,  who  died  unmarried ; 
Martin  V.,  of  Lenox  township ; Mary  A.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Elizabeth,  of  Clark’s  Green;  Levi,  of 
Abington,  Penn. ; and  one  child  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  father  died  February  13,  1880,  aged 
seventy  years;  his  wife  survived  until  February  1, 
1888. 

The  family  of  our  subject  and  wife  consists  of 
five  children  as  follows : Lyle  Lewelyn,  born  March 
29,  1871,  is  employed  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  rail- 
road, at  West  Pittston ; he  married  Sarah  E.  Bond, 
of  West  Pittston;  Elmer  Eckman,  born  June  7, 
1872,  married  Retta  B.  Snyder,  and  lives  at  Lenox- 
ville;  Alston  Awry,  born  August  29,  1873,  is  at 
home;  Sumner  Seward,  born  June  11,  1877,  mar- 
ried Eva  May  Stephens,  of  Lenox,  and  lives  near 
Lenoxville ; Hector  Henry,  born  February  12,  1879, 
is  at  home. 

In  1879  Mr.  Harris  moved  to  Lenoxville,  and 
there  operated  the  gristmill  from  that  year  until 
1885.  He  there  purchased  his  present  farm  of  sixty- 
five  acres,  which  he  has  greatly  improved,  and  which 
his  son  Sumner  S.  is  now  managing'.  In  politics 
Mr.  Harris  is  a Republican,  but  he  is  a strong  advo- 
cate of  Prohibition  principles.  From  1886  to  1891 
he  served  continuously  as  justice  of  the  peace, -and 
in  1898  he  was  re-elected  to  the  office.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  both  himself  and  wife 
are  active  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr. 
Harris  is  a man  of  marked  literary  proficiency,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  a valued  contributor  to 
many  papers.  He  is  at  present  correspondent  of  the 
New  Milford  Advertiser , Scranton  Republican  and 
the  Leader  and  Advance  of  Carbondale. 

HENRY  BENNETT  is  a representative  farm- 
er of  Susquehanna  county,  pleasantly  located  in 
Clifford  township.  His  operations  have  been  marked 
with  uniform  success,  and,  in  addition  to  being  a 
thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist,  he  is  a business 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  wise  and  judi- 
cious in  his  investments.  He  also  takes  advantage 
of  the  facilities  afforded  at  this  day  and  age  by  im- 


proved machinery,  and  all  the  other  appliances  re- 
quired by  the  modern  tiller  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  born  in  Clifford  township, 
January  17,  1846,  a son  of  Wines  and  Anna  M. 
(Miller)  Bennett.  The  father  was  a native  of 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a son 
of  John  and  Margaret  (Lott)  Bennett,  who  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
coming  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1810.  They 
made  their  home  in  Gibson  township  for  fourteen 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Clifford  township,  where 
the  grandfather  followed  farming  until  his  death. 
He  was  born  in  1789,  and  died  in  1828,  while  his 
wife  was  born  in  1794,  and  died  in  1836.  Their 
children  were  Henry  and  Benjamin,  deceased; 
Wines,  father  of  our  subject;  Peter,  a retired  black- 
smith of  Clifford ; Mary  A.,  widow  of  Mark  Dale, 
who  is  mentioned  below;  Abigail,  widow  of  Joseph 
Halstead,  and  a resident  of  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; Sarah,  who  has  been  married 
three  times,  and  now  resides  in  the  West;  John,  who 
died  young ; and  Hulda,  who  married  William  Bell, 
and  lives  in  tne  West. 

Throughout  life  Wines  Bennett  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming-.  At  Benton,  Penn.,  June  24, 
1844,  he  married  Miss  Anna  M.  Miller,  who  was 
born  on  Thorn  Hill,  Clifford  township,  November 
6,  1825,  a daughter  of  William  and  Anna  (Baker) 
Miller.  Being  offered  100  acres  of  land  if  he  would 
locate  in  Susquehanna  county,  her  father  took  up 
his  residence  here.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
George,  in  Lenox  township.  His  children  were 
Adam,  who  died  young ; Eleanora,  deceased  wife  of 
Lyman  Bell ; Louisa,  wife  of  Pulaski  Chamberlain, 
of  Clifford  township;  Anna  M.,  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject; Emal'ine,  deceased,  who  (first)  married  Benja- 
min Seaman,  and  (second)  James  Wilbur;  William, 
a resident  of  Clifford  township ; and  George,  de- 
ceased. The  mother  of  these  children  was  twice 
married,  her  first  husband  being  Jacob  Stevens,  by 
whom  she  had  three  children : Elizabeth,  deceased 
wife  of  Harrison  Finn;  and  Ebenezer  and  John, 
both  deceased.  The  father  of  our  subject  died 
September  19,  1897,  at  the  age  of  eightv-one  years 
and  one  month,  and  was  buried  in  Clifford  Valley 
cemetery ; but  the  mother  still  survives,  and  resides 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Clifford  township.  Chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union  as  follows : Henry  is 
the  eldest;  Florence,  born  August  Q,  1848,  is  the 
wife  of  Peter  Lott,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township; 
John,  born  June  29,  1850,  conducts  the  “Lonsdale 
Hotel,”  in  Clifford  township;  William  B.,  born  June 
3,  1852,  is  a farmer  of  Clifford  township;  Clara  and 
Wines  both  died  young;  Ruric,  born  May  8,  1859, 
lives  on  the  old  homestead  with  his  mother ; La 
Grand,  born  Julv  6,  i8t>i,  is  a farmer  of  Clifford 
township;  Peter  died  in  August,  1894,  at  the  age  , 
of  thirty-one  years  and  twenty-five  days ; and  Jesse 
W.,  born  Mav  8,  1868,  is  a farmer  of  Clifford  town- 
ship. 

During  early  manhood  Henry  Bennett  worked  j 
for  others  to  some  extent,  but  continued  to  make  j 
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his  home  with  his  parents  until  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  in  Clifford  township,  in  1873,  since 
which  time  he  lias  devoted  his  energies  to  its  culti- 
vation and  improvement  with  most  gratifying  re- 
sults. He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Church,  of  West  Clifford,  and  a Prohibitionist 
in  political  sentiment. 

On  April  26,  1880,  at  Jermyn,  Penn.,  Mr.  Ben- 
nett married  Miss  Ada  Dale,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  two  children,  George  H.  and  Clara  E., 
both  at  home.  Mrs.  Bennett  was  born  in  Lacka- 
wanna (then  Luzerne)  countv.  Penn.,  May  5,  1849, 
a daughter  of  Rev.  Mark  and  Mary  Ann  (Bennett) 
Dale,  the  former  a native  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
the  latter  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
The  father  came  to  America  in  1819  with  his  par- 
ents, David  and  Margaret  (Tanfield)  Dale,  and  lo- 
cated on  the  present  site  of  Daleville,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  the  family  becoming  the  first  settlers 
of  that  place.  They  were  farming  people.  On  sell- 
ing his  farm  in  Lackawanna  county,  Mr.  Dale 
made  his  home  with  our  subject,  where  he  died 
March  29,  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
He  was  a local  minister  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  and  was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  His  estimable  wife,  who  was  born  January 
5,  1820,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Lott) 
Bennett,  the  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
is  still  living,  and  finds  a pleasant  home  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bennett.  The  children  born  to  them  were 
Margaret  S.,  now  the  wife  of  W.  S.  Ward,  jail 
warden  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; Andrew  J.,  a farmer 
of  Cairo,  Mich. ; Jane,  wife  of  George  Schall,  of 
Scranton,  Penn.;  Ada,  wife  of  our  subject;  David, 
Henry,  John,  Ida  and  Ralph,  all  deceased;  Nephus, 
a silk  weaver  of  Sterling,  N.  J. ; and  Roscoe,  an 
attorney  of  Scranton,  Penn.  The  father  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Lucinda  Tribly,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children:  William  T.,  a hard- 
ware merchant  of  Dakota ; and  George,  who  died  in 
the  Civil  war. 

FREDERICK  SLOCUM.  Among  the  enter- 
prising, energetic  and  successful  farmers  and  dairy- 
men of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who 
thoroughly  understand  the  vocation  which  they 
follow,  and  are  consequently  enabled  to  carry  on 
their  noble  calling  with  profit  to  themselves,  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Slocum  was  born  in  that  township,  in 
August,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Hiram  and  Brittana 
(Stone)  Slocum,  natives  of  Vermont  and  New 
Hampshire  respectively.  The  paternal  grandparents, 
Simon  and  Polly  Slocum,  removed  from  the  Green 
Mountain  State  to  Jackson  township  at  a very 
'early  day  in  the  history  of  this  locality,  and  from 
the  wild,  unbroken  forest  the  grandfather  developed 
a farm,  now  known  as  the  Slocum  Hill  farm.  There 
both  he  and  his  wife  died.  (1)  Hiram,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  the  eldest  of  their  children.  (2) 
Loren,  a noted  deer  hunter  of  this  section,  married 
and  located  in  Jackson  township,  but  later  removed 


to  a farm  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  his  death 
occurred.  (3)  Otis,  born  in  Jackson  township,  mar- 
ried Axtel  Washburn,  of  that  township,  where  they 
made  their  home  tiiroughout  life.  (4)  Apollos  mar- 
ried Nancy  Hathaway,  of  Ararat  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  after  residing  in  Jackson  for 
some  time  moved  to  Tioga  county,  Penn.,  where  his 
death  occurred.  (5)  Jerusha  married  Hiram  Tan- 
ner, and  located  near  the  old  Slocum  homestead, 
where  she  died  leaving  five  children— Jerome,  Curtis, 
Polly,  Sarah,  and  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Bowen,  of  Susque- 
hanna. (6)  William  married  Sophia  Warner,  and 
after  living  on  the  home  farm  for  some  years  moved 
to  Tioga  county,  where  he  died.  (7)  Mary  mar- 
ried John  Cottrell,  and  settled  in  Ararat  township, 
where  she  died  leaving  a family.  (8)  B,  F.  mar- 
ried Samantha  Kay,  and  died  in  Ararat  township, 
in  1898,  leaving  a wife  and  two  sons.  (9)  Lavina 
married  Elston  Stone,  of  Vermont,  and  located  in 
Jackson,  but  later  removed  to  Thompson,  where  thev 
died  leaving  a family. 

After  his  marriage  Hiram  Slocum,  father  of 
our  subject,  located  on  the  farm  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  through- 
out life.  He  was  a hard-working,  industrious  farm- 
er, who  was  honored  and  respected  by  the  entire 
community.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  but 
never  aspired  to  office.  His  estimable  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a 
good  Christian  woman.  To  them  were  born  six 
sons  and  one  daughter,  namely : ( 1 ) Calvin  enlisted 
during  the  Civil  war  in  a Pennsylvania  regiment, 
participated  in  a number  of  engagements,  and  re- 
mained in  the  service  until  the  conflict  ended.  He 
resided  in  Jackson  township  for  many  years,  but 
died  at  the  home  of  his  children,  in  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  He  married  May  Hawley,  of  Jackson,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  Carrie,  Emily  and 
Frederick.  (2)  Andrew  died  in  childhood.  (3) 
Clarissa  married  Charles  Belcher,  of  Ararat,  and 
died  leaving  four  children — Mary,  now  the  wife  of 
Erastus  Mapes,  of  Portland,  Maine ; Amanda,  wife 
of  Edwin  Bowell,  formerly  of  Ararat,  now  of  Jack- 
son ; Emogene,  deceased  wife  of  Nathaniel  Benson, 
of  Jackson;  and  George,  a resident  of  Portland, 
Maine.  (4)  Frederick,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the 
family.  (5)  Alfred  enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war  from  Susquehanna  county,  and  was  in  a 
number  of  engagements.  After  the  war  he  mar- 
ried Rebecca  P.  Walker,  of  Ararat,  where  both 
died,  leaving  no  family.  (6)  Andrew  married 
Lovisa  Barnes,  of  Gibson  township,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  there.  (7)  Arvine  wedded  Mary 
Mapes,  of  Gibson,  and  now  lives  in  East  Deering, 
Maine ; they  have  no  children. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Frederick  Sloc- 
um, of  this  sketcli,  assisted  his  father  on  the  home 
farm  during  the  summer  season,  and  attended  the 
district  schools  through  the  winter  months.  He 
also  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  I.  50th  New  York 
Engineering  Corps,  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
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the  war  ended,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness  and  a number  of  other  engagements. 
When  finally  mustered  out  he  returned  to  Jackson 
township.  For  a short  time  after  his  marriage,  in 
1866,  he  resided  in  Ararat  township,  then  sold  his 
place  there  and  bought  his  father’s  old  homestead, 
m Jackson  township,  where  he  lived  until  1876. 
He  next  purchased  the  Sands  home,  in  the  same 
township,  and  after  living  there  for  some  years 
bought  the  Dix  farm  adjoining,  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides, while  his  son  Vernon  occupies  the  Sands 
farm.  Upon  all  of  these  places  he  has  made  many 
improvements,  including  the  erection  of  good  build- 
ings. He  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
skillful  and  thorough  agriculturists  of  his  com- 
munity, and  has  met  with  well-deserved  success. 

In  July,  1866,  Mr.  Slocum  married  Miss  Nancy 
J.  Sands,  of  Jackson,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  in  June,  1841,  and  when  a child  was  brought 
to  Susquehanna  county  by  her  parents,  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Lowe)  Sands,  who  located  near  her 
present  home.  She  was  educated  in  the  select  and 
normal  schools  of  the  county,  and  for  several  years 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  here.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Ireland,  and  crossed  the  ocean  about 
1829.  They  were  shipwrecked  in  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence,  but  all  reached  shore  in  boats  except 
one  girl  who  was  drowned.  For  nine  days  they 
wandered  about  on  the  Canada  shore,  without  food, 
before  they  were  rescued.  Mrs.  Slocum’s  mother 
was  born  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
of  New  England  parentage,  being  a daughter  of  John 
N.  Lowe,  who  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sands  died  in  Jackson  township 
some  years  ago.  He  was  a manufacturer  of  fine 
linen.  In  their  family  were  two  daughters : Mrs. 
Slocum,  and  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  N.  K.  Lowe, 
of  Jackson.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  four 
sons,  namely : ( 1 ) Edward  Vernon,  born  in  Ararat 

township,  June  24,  1867,  married  Alice  Clapper,  of 
Thompson,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Celia  M., 
and  they  live  on  the  Sands  farm.  (2)  Grant  S., 
born  in  October,  1868,  married  Isabelle  Cadoo,  of 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  holds  a position  in  the  Erie 
depot  at  that  place.  (3)  Ernest  L.,  born  in  May, 
1871,  and  (4)  Wilfred  W.,  born  in  December,  1875, 
are  still  under  the  parental  roof,  and  assist  their  fa- 
ther in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 

The  Republican  party  has  always  found  in  Mr. 
Slocum  a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  his 
aid  is  never  withheld  from  any  enterprise  which  he 
believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit,  as  he  is  one  of 
the  most  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizens  of 
his  community.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the 
Grand  Army  Post,  No.  512,  of  Jackson,  and  ■ of 
Thompson  Grange.  His  wife  shares  with  him  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and 
their  home  is  noted  for  its  generous  hospitality. 

HOLLIS  ALMOND  BARRETT,  for  many 
years  a leading  merchant  at  Gibson,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  now  living  in  retirement  at  his  pleasant 


home  in  that  village.  As  a citizen  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem,  and  many  years  of  faithful  work  in 
township  offices,  and  a brief  but  creditable  term  of 
service  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war,  give  evi- 
dence of  his  public  spirit. 

Mr.  Barrett  was  born  Julv  1,  1837,  in  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  comes  of  good 
New  England  stock,  his  paternal  grandparents, 
Whitmore  and  Mary  Barrett,  having  been  lifelong 
residents  of  Vermont.  Hosea  Barrett,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  and  reared  near  Brattleboro,  Vt., 
and  was  married  there- to  Polly  Lindsay.  Later  he 
removed  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Jackson  township,  where  he  died  in  July, 
1862,  aged  sixty-one  years.  His  wife,  who  was  born 
in  1800,  died  in  April,  1893,  and  both  were  buried 
in  Lakeview  cemetery.  They  were  devout  members 
of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  and  their  excellent 
qualities  of  character  won  the  respect  of  all  who  knew 
them.  Six  children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows : 
Alvin  W.,  a resident  of  Jackson ; Luther,  a retired 
farmer  residing  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Alonzo,  a 
retired  farmer  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; George,  a wagon-maker  at  Susquehanna ; 
Hollis  A.,  our  subject;  and  Smith,  a farmer  near 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  left  home  at  the  age  of  twenty 
to  attend  school  at  Montrose,  and  after  a year  and 
a half  of  advanced  study  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Susquehanna  county.  He  taught  five  winters,  his 
summers  being  spent  in  carpentering,  and  he  then 
purchased  a farm  in  New  Milford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  which  he  operated  until  the  fall 
of  1885.  On  disposing  of  the  farm  he  bought  a 
store  at  Gibson,  and  for  twelve  years  he  conducted 
it  successfully,  in  June,  1897,  selling  the  business 
to  his  son,  F.  W.,  and  retiring.  In  1893  his  horses 
ran  away  with  him,  and  injuries  sustained  then  led 
to  his  determination  to  give  up  active  business.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  serving  as 
postmaster  at  Gibson ; he  has  served  six  years  as 
school  director,  and  two  years  as  township  treasurer 
in  Gibson  township,  and  three  years  as  school  direc- 
tor in  Jackson  township.  He  belongs  to  the  G.  A. 
R.,  and  he  and  family  are  prominently  identified 
with  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Gibson.  His  military 
service  began  in  the  spring  of  1864,  when  he  entered 
the  Bridge  Corps,  but  he  returned  home  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year.  In  March,  1865,  he  enlisted  at 
Scranton  in  the  First  Penn.  Light  Artillery,  Battery 
E,  under  Captain  Wildey,  of  Philadelphia.  He  par- 
ticipated in  no  battles,  and  on  July  20,  1865,  was 
mustered  out  at  Philadelphia. 

On  December  25,  1862,  Mr.  Barrett  was  mar- 
ried, at  Susquehanna,  to  Miss  Juliette  Tyler,  and 
they  have  Had  seven  children : ( 1 ) Royal  B.,  born  ’ 
October  8,  1863,  died  in  infancy.  (2)  Edna  I.,  born 
November  10,  1865,  married  February  21,  1889, 
Aldin  Smith,  a cigar  maker,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
and  has  had  two  children — Hollis  and  Lynn.  (3) 
Almond  H.,  born  March  6,  1869,  died  March  31, 
1892.  (4)  Gertrude  E.,  born  September  22,  1870, 
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was  married  June  5,  1889,  to  E.  A.  Sweet,  of  Gib- 
son township,  and  has  two  children,  Ruth  and 
Corrinne.  (5) Mabel  L.,  born  October  17,  1872,  mar- 
ried, December  24,  1895,  to  Floyd  Rosencrantz,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (6)  Fred  W.,  born  March  21, 
1876,  is  now  a merchant  and  postmaster  at  Gibson ; 
he  married  Myra  C.  Burdick,  April  27,  1898,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Mildred  A.  (7)  Cora  E.,  born 
August  3,  1882,  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Barrett  is  a member  of  a highly-esteemed 
family  of  this  section,  and  was  born  February  22, 
1841,  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
daughter  of  George  W.  Tyler,  and  granddaughter 
of  Simeon  and  Patty  Tyler,  of  New  York  State. 
George  W.  Tyler  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y., 
and  came  to  this  section  in  early  manhood,  to  en- 
gage in  farming.  He  was  married  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty to  Hannah  Dix,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah 
(Tanner)  Dix,  early  settlers  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  After 
his  marriage  he  located  in  Jackson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  died  March  10,  1897,  aged 
eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  died  June  15,  1863, 
aged  fifty-two,  and  both  were  buried  in  Fakeview 
cemetery.  They  were  members  of  the  Free-Will 
Baptist  Church  and  were  much  respected  among 
their  associates.  Of  their  large  family  of  children, 
Ellis  J.,  born  February  6,  1832,  died  June  30,  1865  ; 
Emaline  M.,born  February  25, 1834, married  Erastus 
Bradford,  and  died  May  3,  1868;  Henry  W.,  born 
August  18,  1835,  is  a retired  farmer  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ; Faura  A.,  born  February  24,  1838,  married 
(first)  William  W.  Tiffany,  and  (second)  Silas 
Corwin,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  now  retired  ; Juliette, 
Mrs.  Barrett,  was  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; Fovisa 
E.,  born  June  13,  1842,  married  Tason  Wilder,  a 
farmer  of  Clinton,  Mich. ; Emily  M.,  born  January 
1,  1844,  married  Henry  Stoddard,  and  died  July 
21,  1899;  and  Harlie  A.,  born  May  30,  1848,  died 
January  21,  1852. 

JACOB  CRONK.  This  well-known  farmer 
of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a repre- 
santative  of  an  old  Holland  family  which  was  trans- 
planted to  American  soil  many  eenerations  ago. 
The  name  was  originally  spelled  Cronkite.  Jacob 
Cronk,  the  grandfather,  was  a resident  of  Putnam 
county.  New  York. 

William  Cronk,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1796,  and  served  his  country  as  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812.  He  acquired  the  trade  of  stone 
mason.  He  married,  in  Dutchess  ccuntv,  N.  Y., 
about  1818,  Miss  Sally  Myers,  who  was  born  in 
1796,  of  Quaker  parentage.  From  Dutchess  coun- 
ty he  moved  to  Seneca  county,  and  in  1844  came  to 
Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  settling  on  the 
farm  which  his  son  Jacob,  our  subject,  now  occupies. 
The  children  of  William  and  Sally  Cronk  were  as 
follows : Smith,  who  died  in  Dutchess  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  1867,  aged  forty-eight  years ; Rensselaer,  who 
died  in  New  York  City,  aged  twenty-four  years; 
John,  who  was  killed  in  Jessup  township,  being 
thrown  out  of  a wagon  by  a run  away  team;  Jacob, 


cur  subject;  Harriet,  widow  of  William  Cronk,  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; Amanda,  wife  of  John 
Smith,  of  Jessup  township;  Mary  Ann,  who  married 
Feander  Fathrop,  and,  for  her  second  husband, 
Hiram  Osborn,  and  who  is  now  deceased ; and 
Samuel  E.,  who  was  a lifelong  farmer  of  Rush 
township,  and  ciied  in  1890.  William  Cronk,  the 
father,  was  a man  of  quiet  disposition.  He  followed 
the  trade  of  stone  masonry  all  his  life,  devoting 
little  of  nis  time  to  farming.  On  coming  to  Rush 
township  lie  bought  a tract  of  125  acres  of  wild  land 
for  four  dollars  per  acre,  and  settled  in  the  wilder- 
ness. He  died  in  1869;.  his  wife  survived  until  De- 
cember 2,  1887,  reaching  the  age  of  ninety-one  years 
and  three  months.  Formerly  a Quaker,  in  later  life 
she  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Jacob  Cronk,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Staats- 
burg,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  September  13,  1825. 
He  preceded  his  father  to  Susquehanna  county, 
made  the  location,  and  then  returning  to  the  old 
home  in  Seneca  county  brought  his  father’s  fam- 
ily to  the  wilderness  home,  in  1844.  Upon  Jacob 
and,  in  later  years,  his  younger  brother  Samuel  de- 
volved largely  the  operation  of  the  home  farm,  our 
subject  remaining  with  his  parents  until  their  death. 
Then  he  and  his  brother  Samuel  continued  to  operate 
the  farm  jointly  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1890. 
They  had  purchased  an  adjoining  farm,  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  until  after  the  death  of  Samuel 
there  was  no  division  of  the  property,  though  there 
had  been  a partnership  between  them  since  child- 
hood. In  addition  to  general  farming  thev  conduct- 
ed a dairy  farm,  and  engaged  successfully  in  vari- 
ous speculations. 

For  his  first  wife  Jacob  Cronk  married,  in  Au- 
gust, 1848,  in  Rush  township.  Miss  Abbie  Fight, 
daughter  of  Elisha  and  Vina  (Robinson)  Fight, 
of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  She  died  in  June,  1861, 
leaving  four  children : Gaetie,  wife  of  George  P. 

Stockholm,  of  Franklin  township;  Montgomery, 
who  married  Fizzie  Shay  and  is  now  deceased ; 
John  E.,  who  married  (first)  Anna  Shay,  and  (sec- 
ond) Triphena  Warner,  of  Jessup  township;  and 
Ella,  wife  of  Theron  Palmer,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township.  For  his  second  wife  our  subject  married, 
in  Auburn  township,  February  5,  1876.  Miss  Mary 
Case,  who  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Susan  A.  (Coursen)  Case,  who 
in  1847  removed  from  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  to 
Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Three 
years  later  Mr.  Case  removed  to  Rush  township, 
where  he  remained,  engaged  in  farming,  until  his 
death  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His 
wife  died  in  1883,  aged  seventy-two  years.  The 
children  of  David  and  Susan  Case  were : Jane, 

who  married  Henry  Dowdnev ; Anna,  who  married 
George  Newton;  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  Henry, 
who  married  Favina  Fake ; Emma,  wife  of  Henry 
Dunmore,  a farmer  of  Rush  township ; Margaret, 
who  married  Charles  Pierson ; Zilla ; Winfield  F., 
of  Chicago,  111. ; Alice,  wife  of  Sidney  Phillips,  a 
retired  merchant  of  Denver,  Colo. ; George,  who 
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died  unmarried ; and  Benton  O.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. From  1862  until  her  marriage  to  our  sub- 
ject, in  1876,  Mary  Case  was  a successful  school 
teacher. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cronk  is  a Republican.  Mrs. 
Cronk  is  an  active  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
Our  subject  has  invariably  declined  local  offices, 
preferring  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  exclu- 
sively to  business. 

SAMUEL  BUTLER  ROGERS,  proprietor  of 
one  of  the  leading  meat  markets  of  Montrose,  Sus- 
quehannacouny.has  the  distinction  of  having  won  the 
proud  American  title  of  a self-made  man.  Mis  great 
determination  and  energy  have  enabled  him  to  over- 
come all  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his  path, 
and  work  his  way  steadily  upward  to  prosperity. 
He  is  known  among  his  fellow  townsmen  "for  Ins 
reliability  in  all  trade  transactions,  and  justly  merits 
their  confidence  and  regard. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Rogers 
was  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  September  20, 
1824,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Butler)  Rogers, 
who  were  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  about  1818,  locating  first  in  Brook- 
lyn township,  and  later  removing  to  Bridgewater 
township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  engaged  in  farming.  The  father  died  in  1892, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-seven  years,  and  the  mother, 
who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
departed  this  life  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four, 
both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Bridgewater  township. 
Their  children  were  George  W.,  who  died  in  1895  : 
Irene,  widow  of  John  Barron,  and  a resident  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Samuel  B.,  our  subject;  Ex- 
perience, wife  of  William  Barron,  of  Jessup  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county;  and  Anna,  who  is  the 
widow  of  John  Wheeler,  and  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority  our  subject  re- 
mained upon  the  home  farm  with  his  parents,  and 
then  worked  by  the  month  as  a farm  hand  for  seven 
years.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  speculating  in 
cattle,  which  he  shipped  to  Scranton,  but  the  first 
$1,000  which  he  earned  was  made  in  farming  and 
teaming.  In  1884  he  embarked  in  the  retail  meat 
business,  in  Montrose,  and  when  his  store  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  on  April  1,  1892,  he  promptly  rebuilt, 
and  has  continued  in  the  business  with  marked  suc- 
cess. He  has  a first-class  market  in  every  par- 
ticular, and  enjoys  an  excellent  trade. 

In  December,  1857,  in  Bridgewater  township, 
Mr.  Rogers  married  Miss  Marilla  Avery,  a native 
of  Auburn  township,  and  a daughter  of  Deacon 
David  and  Dianthia  (Meacham)  Avery,  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  She  died  in  October,  1879,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Montrose  cemetery.  To  this  union 
the  following  children  were  born : Della,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years ; Addie,  at  home ; Hattie, 
wife  of  N.  C.  Warner,  a merchant  of  Montrose; 
Eva,  at  home;  Anna,  wife  of  Arthur  C.  Harris,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  lithographing  business  in  New 


York  City,  his  home  being  in  Montclair,  N.  J. ; 
Samuel  J.,  at  home;  and  Clarence,  who  died  111  in- 
fancy. 

Mr.  Rogers'  political  support  is  given  to  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
has  served  as  poormaster  in  Bridgewater  township 
and  Montrose  ( for  twelve  years ) , school  director 
(three  years),  and  a member  of  the  town  council 
(three  years),  with  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

ELIZUR  FESSENDEN,  who  for  fifty  years 
has  operated  a carding  machine  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  who,  yet,  though  past  man  s 
allotted  three-score  and  ten  years,  is  found  at  Ins 
post  of  duty,  is  a native  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Born  January  11,  1824,  at  Glastonbury,  our 
subject  is  the  son  of  Jeremiah  Fessenden,  who  was 
born  January  15,  1804,  in  Connecticut,  and  there 
married  Almira  Bell,  also  a native  of  that  State,  born 
June  18,  1805.  They  resided  there  until  1845,  when 
they  located  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
on  a farm  of  some  fifty-six  acres  which  Mr.  Fessen- 
den had  purchased.  In  his  earlier  life  he  had  learned 
the  business  of  cloth-making,  and  for  years  in  his 
native  State,  and  for  a year  or  two  after  settling 
in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  he  operated  a cardmg- 
machine.  Subsequently  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  was  a man  of  good  sense,  practical 
m his  ideas,  and  bore  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
community.  He  was  identified  with  the  1.  O.  O.  F., 
and  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  died  in  1874,  his  wife  passing  away  in 
1854,  and  both  were  buried  in  the  Hollisterville 
cemetery.  Their  marriage  was  blessed  by  children 
as  follows:  Elizur,  our  subject;  and  Mary,  born 
July  20,  1830,  who  married  E.  B.  Hollister,  a clothier 
of  Salem  township,  now  deceased. 

Elizur  Fessenden  until  twenty-three  years  of 
age  remained  with  his  parents.  From  the  time  he  was 
fifteen  until  the  family  removed  to  Salenj  he  drove 
team  in  a stone  quarry,  after  which  he  worked  with 
his  father,  both  in  the  line  of  carding  wool  and  in 
farming.  For  twenty-five  years  after  leaving  home 
he  worked  at  carding  wool  on  a machine  rented 
from  Alpheus  Hollister,  at  Hollisterville,  then  pur- 
chased the  machine  and  moved  it  to  his  present 
stand,  where  he  has  ever  since  conducted  that  busi- 
ness. Years  ago  he  added  a sawmill  to  his  business 
and  now,  in  addition  to  carding  rolls,  he  manufac- 
tures shingles,  and  operates  a grist  and  feed  mill,  all 
propelled  by  water  power.  Seldom  do  we  find  a 
man  who  has  been  so  long  at  one  place  in  one  line  of 
business.  At  one  time  he  was  burned  out,  sustaining 
a loss  of  one  thousand  dollars, after  which  he  gave  up 
the  manufacture  of  cloth  and  built  his  present  card- 
ing mill.  Mr.  Fessenden  has  established  a reputation 
for  integrity  and  honest  work  second  to  no  other 
man  in  Wayne  county,  and  this  has  won  for  him 
a prosperous  business.  During  his  long  period  of 
active  business  life  in  one  community,-  he  has  been 
a close  observer  of  passing  events,  and  is  well  versed 
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in  the  history  of  Wayne  county,  and  of  the  men  who 
were  conspicuous  characters  of  the  locality  in  his 
earlier  career,  but  who  have  long  since  been  called 
to  their  reward.  During  the  Civil  war  circumstances 
were  such  that  he  could  not  go  himself,  but  he  sent 
a substitute,  to  whom  he  paid  $700.  He  is  a Republi- 
can in  politics,  but  takes  no  active  part  in  party 
management.  Years  ago  he  was  a member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  for  a long  period  he  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Baptist  Church. 

On  November  3,  1847,  at  Salem,  Mr.  Fessenden 
was  married,  by  Rev.  Edward  Mendenhall,  an  Epis- 
copal clergyman,  to  Lovisa  Chapman,  a daughter  of 
Ralph  and  Laura  (Taylor)  Chapman,  the  former  of 
whom  died  February  9,  1869,  at  the  age  of  sixty:sev- 
en  years,  and  the  latter  on  March  12,  1867,  aged  sev- 
enty years.  This  marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the 
nirth  of  the  following  children  : George,  born  March 

27,  1849,  married  Mary  J.  Curtis,  and  has  one  child, 
Leroy;  he  is  a farmer  of  Salem  township.  Frank 
died  July  9,  1863,  when  aged  twelve  years,  eight 
months  and  twenty-two  days.  Fred  died  August 

28,  1862,  when  aged  six  years  and  twenty-three 
days.  Floyd  married  Orra  Megargell,  and  is  a part- 
ner of  our  subject  in  business;  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Charles  W.  and  Homer  R.  The  mother  of 
this  family,  who  has  now  shared  her  husband's  joys 
and  sorrows  for  over  half  a century,  and  who  has 
been  to  him  in  every  sense  a true  helpmeet,  is  one 
of  the  best  of  women,  a kind  and  indulgent  mother, 
a faithful  wife,  and  a good  friend.  May  their 
lives  be  spared  many  years  yet. 

S.  E.  WARNER.  Only  those  lives  are  worthy 
of  record  that  have  been  potential  factors  in  the  pub- 
lic progress,  in  promoting  the  general  welfare  or 
advancing  the  educational  or  moral  interests  of  the 
community.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Warner  will  see 
in  his  years  of  faithful  work  for  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianitv  a source  of  present  good  to  the  community, 
and  long  after  he  has  entered  into  his  final  rest  his 
influence  will  continue  to  live  on. 

This  worthy  citizen  of  Liberty  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  in  Windsor  township. 
Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  20,  1833,  a son  of  Henry 
and  Sallie  (Cole)  Warner.  The  father  was  born 
in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  December  12,  1799,  a son  of 
Benjamin  Warner,  a native  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  who 
was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Windsor  township, 
Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  land  and 
improved  a farm,  remaining  there  until  his  death. 
In  his  family  were  six  children,  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  namely : ( 1}  Axie,  born  in  Windsor, 

N.  Y.,  married  Enos  Rexford,  a merchant  of  that 
place,  and  there  both  died,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Fimelia,  who  married  a Mr.  Woodward,  and  lived 
in  Windsor ; she  died,  leaving  one  daughter,  Vir- 
ginia F.  (2)  Abigail  first  married  William  Salmon, 
of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
after  his  death  married  Stephen  Wolverton,  whose 
home  was  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.  Her  three  children, 
all  by  her  first  union,  were  William,  a lawyer  of 


Williamsport,  Penn. ; Herman,  who  died  in  New 
Mexico ; and  Lavernia,  who  died  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  (3)  Ethel  married*  a- 
Miss  Russell,  and  located  near  the  village  of  Wind- 
sor, N.  Y.,  on  land  given  him  by  his  father.  They 
left  no  family.  (4)  Phoebe  married  Squire  Semour, 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  they  died  leaving  one 
daughter,  Hannah,  who  married  Salmon  Young, 
and  died  in  Hallstead,  Penn.  (5)  Annie  married 
and  settled  in  New  York  State. 

Henry  Warner,  our  subject's  father,  completes 
the  above  family.  He  received  a common-school 
education,  and  when  a young  man  worked  in  the 
lumber  woods  during  the  winter,  and  rafted  on  the 
Delaware  river  in  the  spring.  He  married  Miss 
Sallie  Cole,  a daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Cole, 
who  were  reared  on  the  Hudson,  near  the  Catskill 
river,  and  after  his  marriage  lived  for  several  years 
at  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  finally  coming  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  land  one  mile 
north  of  Lawsville.  From  the  wild  land  he  devel- 
oped a good  farm,  of  considerable  size,  near  which 
our  subject  now  resides,  and  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  was  devoted  exclusively  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  the  log  house  which  he  erected  upon  his 
place  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  called 
from  this  life,  November  12,  1871.  He  survived 
his  wife  a number  of  years,  her  death  having  oc- 
curred in  1857.  Both  were  faithful  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  also  as- 
sisted in  the  support  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  whose  services  they  often  attended.  In 
politics  the  father  was  first  a Whig,  and  later  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  never  an  aspirant  for  office. 
In  their  family  were  six  children:  (1)  Benjamin, 

born  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He 
married  Olive  Smith,  and  has  six  children,  Bertha, 
George,  Laura,  Julia,  Percy  and  Maud.  He  was 
a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Summersville,  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  (2)  Catherine  died  in  childhood.  (3) 
Mary  first  married  Cyrus  Warner,  of  Bridgewater 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  after  his  death 
wedded  Robert  Folmsbee,  who  died  a short  time 
ago,  leaving  two  children,  Robert  and  William. 
(4)  Andrew,  born  in  Liberty  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  married  Elsie  McLoyd,  of  that  town- 
ship, and  resided  in  Lawsville,  where  he  died  leav- 
ing two  children — Allice  Vernette,  now  the  wife  of 
Ralph  Blowers,  of  Franklin  township ; and  Adel- 
bert,  who  is  married,  and  resides  in  Lawsville.  (5) 
Lura,  born  in  Liberty  township,  married  Harrison 
Smith,  of  the  same  township,  and  lived  in  Laws- 
ville, where  she  died  leaving  four  children,  Fred, 
Lizzie,  Edson  and  Allison. 

Of  this  family,  S.  E.  Warner,  our  subject,  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  remained  with  his 
father  until  reaching  man’s  estate.  In  1854  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Wilson, 
who  was  born  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  1835,  while 
her  parents,  Benjamin  and  Priscilla  Wilson,  were 
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emigrating  from  their  old  home  in  England  to 
America.  They  took  up  their  residence  in  Liberty 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  Mrs. 
Warner  was  reared  and  educated.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Warner  moved  to  Fairfax  county,  \ a.,  and 
purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  where  Camp  Alger  now 
stands.  There  he  engaged  in  building  charcoal 
furnaces,  and  after  the  death  of  his  mother  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead  in  Liberty  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  to  look  after  his  father’s  in- 
terests. He  purchased  land  adjoining  the  old  home, 
erected  thereon  substantial  buildings,  and  has  since 
made  that  place  his  home,  his  time  and  attention 
being  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  With  him 
his  father  continued  to  reside  until  called  from  this 
life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  have  three  children, 
namely:  (i)  Frank,  residing  upon  the  home  farm 

with  his  parents,  was  born  in  1858,  and  married 
May  Wandell,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Almon. 
and  two  daughters,  Myra  and  Mary  A.  (2)  Ed- 
gar, born  in  1871,  resides  on  his  farm  in  Liberty 
township.  He  married  Flora  Luce,  of  that  town- 
ship, and  they  have  three  children,  Hermon,  Nor- 
man and  Clara.  (3)  Henry,  horn  in  1873,  has  been 
well  educated  in  the  home  schools,  and  is  still  under 
the  parental  roof. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Warner  is  a stanch 
Republican,  coming  from  good  old  Whig  stock. 
His  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and 
ability,  have  called  upon  him  to  fill  a number  of 
local  offices,  and  he  has  most  acceptably  served  as 
township  collector  (seven  years),  constable  (seven 
years),  township  clerk  (six  years),  auditor  (three 
years)  and  inspector  and  judge  of  elections.  Re- 
ligiously both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and  in- 
fluential members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Stan- 
fordville,  of  which  he  was  elected  clerk  in  18G6, 
having  since  served  in  that  capacity,  a period  of 
thirty-three  years — and  he  has  also  been  a deacon 
of  the  Church  since  1876.  Mr.  Warner  took  an 
active  part  in  the  removal  of  the  Church  from 
Rina  Creek  to  its  present  location,  and  it  was  mainly 
through  his  efforts  and  those  of  L.  W.  Howard 
that  the  house  of  worship  was  erected.  He  gave 
liberally  of  his  means  as  well  as  his  labor  to  the 
building  of  the  church,  devoting  one  hundred  and 
and  five  days  out  of  one  year  to  its  construction. 
He  has  also  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
Sabbath-school  work,  and  for  seventeen  consecu- 
tive years  has  served  as  its  superintendent.  His  has 
been  an  upright,  honorable  life,  devoted  to  the  best 
interests  of  those  around  him,  and  he  is  certainly 
deserving  of  prominent  mention  in  a work  of  this 
character. 

JOHN  H.  CUNNINGHAM.  In  every  thriv- 
ing community  there  are  men  who  possess  that  busi- 
ness energy  and  sagacity  essential  to  the  progress 
and  growth  of  the  place.  They  stand  readv  to  make 
the  public  improvements  that  are  demanded,  and, 
often  by  their  sagacity  anticipating  those  needs, 
they  thereby  make  themselves  the  foremost  men  of 


the  community.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a resi- 
dent of  Forest  City  who  possesses  business  ability 
of  a high  order.  He  is  proprietor  of  the  “Forest 
House,”  the  leading  hotel  of  that  place. 

Mr.  Cunningham  was  born  at  Cochecton,  N. 

Y.,  October  25,  1862.  the  eldest  son  of  Frank  and 
Mary  (Rooney)  Cunningham,  who  emigrated  from 
the  Emerald  Isle  to  America,  and  won  success  in  the 
new  country.  The  father  was  a native  of  County 
Leitrim,  born  in  1831  ; the  mother  was  born  in  Sligo. 
After  crossing  the  ocean  Frank  Cunningham  lived 
for  about  fifteen  years  at  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  and  then 
removed  to  Herrick  Center,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  for  a time  he  was  section  foreman  on  the  rail- 
road. Later  he  embarked  in  the  hotel  business  at 
Thompson,  and  afterward  became  a wholesale  liquor  | 
dealer  at  Forest  City.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat 
and  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church.  He  died  at  Forest  City  in  1896,  his  wife 
preceding  him  to  the  grave  many  years,  at  the  age 
of  about  sixty  years.  Nine  children  of  Frank  and 
Mary  Cunningham  grew  to  maturitv:  John  H, ; 

Thomas  W.,  wholesale  liquor  dealer  at  Forest  City, 
and  successor  to  the  business  of  his  father ; Mary, 
now  Mrs.  John  H.  Conally,  of  Starrucca;  Frank, 
ex-postmaster  of  Forest  City,  later  a prominent  shoe 
dealer,  and  now  in  the  real-estate  and  brokerage 
business  at  Newport  News,  Va. ; Kate,  wife  of 
Henry  O’Neil,  of  Forest  City,  a contractor  and  build- 
er; James,  telegraph  agent  at  Forest  City;  Alice, 
wife  of  John  Lumbart,  of  Forest  City;  Jennie,  wife 
of  William  Murphy,  of  Forest  City;  and  Peter,  a 
telegraph  operator  at  the  same  place. 

When  a boy  John  H.  Cunningham  attended  the 
public  schools  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  He 
began  his  career  in  early  life  in  the  modest  capacity 
of  water  boy  on  the  Erie  railroad,  remaining  in  the 
service  of  the  Jefferson  branch  of  the  road  for  a 
number  of  years,  finally  becoming  foreman.  After 
five  years’  experience  in  that  position  he  retired  from 
railroad  life  to  enter  the  hotel  business  at  Thompson 
Center,  continuing  thus  about  two  years.  During 
the  years  1875  and-  1876  he  acted  as  chief  clerk 
in  the  general  store  of  R.  P.  Patterson  & Co.,  in  the 
city  of  Carbondale.  In  1889  he  exchanged  his 
property  for  the  site  of  his  present  hotel  in  Forest 
City,  and  here  he  has  since  erected  the  fine  hotel 
he  now  conducts.  Mr.  Cunningham  owns  other 
property  in  the  city.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  though  active  in  party  affairs  could  never 
be  induced  to  accept  office ; in  religion  he  is  a Roman 
Catholic. 

Mr.  Cunningham  married  Miss  Mary  Shanley, 
who  was  born  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  October 
13,  1861,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  this 
union:  Regina,  born  April  5,  1890;  Mary,  born 
September  21,  1892,  died  aged  four  years  and  seven 
months ; Francis,  born  May  19,  1893  ; Bernetta,  born 
May  30,  1895,  died  aged  one  year  and  three  months ; 
Irene,  born  February  28,  1897;  and  Mildred,  born 
August  28,  1898.  Mr.  Cunningham  is  not  only  a 
1 man  of  fine  business  qualities,  but  possesses  also 
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traits  of  geniality  and  generosity  which  combine  to 
make  him  a most  prosperous  and  popular  host,  and 
he  has  taken  a prominent  part  in  the  upbuilding  of 
his  adopted  city.  For  several  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  fire  department. 

A.  E.  CARLIN.  A man  of  progressive  ideas, 
sound  judgment  and  good  executive  ability,  this 
gentleman  has  through  his  own  efforts  become  one 
of  the  substantial  and  prosperous  citizens  of  Dimock 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  His  word  in  busi- 
ness transactions  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond, 
and  he  is  justly  recognized  as  one  of  the  energetic 
and  representative  agriculturists  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Carlin’s  grandfather,  Samuel  Carlin,  a 
native  of  Warren  county,  N.  ].,  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  as  early  as  1818,  and  in  Dimock  town- 
ship bought  a tract  of  land  from  Spencer  Lathrop, 
the  original  owner.  Throughout  life  he  followed 
farming,  and  engaged  in  speculating  in  real  estate. 
During  the  war  ot  1812  he  enlisted  in  the  army, 
but  hostilities  ceased  before  he  was  called  into 
active  service.  In  his  native  State  he  wedded  Miss 
Mary  Freemon,  who  was  born  in  1782,  and  died 
September  19,  1862.  He  passed  away  September 
15,  .1863,  in  his  eighty-third  year,  and  the  remains 
of  both  were  interred  on  the  old  homestead,  as 
were  also  those  of  their  daughter,  Rebecca,  who  died 
in  1836,  in  her  thirtieth  year ; she  was  highly  es- 
teemed during  her  short  life  by  all  who  knew  her. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlin  were  active  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  in  his  political  views 
he  was  a Democrat.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Joseph,  who  died  in  Susquehanna  county 

June  14,  1874,  aged  seventy  years ; David,  who  be- 
came quite  wealthy  during  nine  years  spent  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  died  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  March 
2,  1892,  aged  seventy-nine  years  (he  was  a Free- 
mason) ; Asa,  father  of  our  subject;  Peter,  a re- 
tired carpenter  of  Tunkhannock,  Penn.,  now  (1900) 
aged  seventy-seven  years  (he  served  three  years  in 
the  Civil  war)  ; Samuel,  who  died  in  Potter  county, 
Penn.,  January  9,  1858,  aged  forty-eight  years ; 
Rebecca,  mentioned  above ; Diana,  deceased  wife 
of  Joseph  Bailey,  of  Pennsylvania ; and  Mary,  who 
wedded  William  Garretson,  of  Dimock  township, 
and  died  in  1898,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Asa  Carlin  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  June  28, 
1817,  and  was  one  year  old  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
his  life  being  passed  upon  the  old  homestead  there. 
This  he  purchased  and  successfully  operated,  being 
a systematic  and  energetic  farmer.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Gilson,  who  was  born  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  August  13,  1819,  daughter  of  Jesse 
Gilson,  and  died  February  7,  1895,  and  he  passed 
away  on  May  23,  following.  Both  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  with  which  they  united 
in  1841,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a stanch 
Democrat.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  their  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  as  follows : Martha,  born 


July  29,  1842,  died  August  21,  1862;  Emma,  born 
June  29,  1844,  is  the  wife  of  C.  M.  Youngs,  of 
Dimock  township;  Mary  Ellen,  born  February  18, 
1846,  married  Henry  Tyler,  and  died  June  16,  1884; 
Pauline,  born  September  25,  1848,  is  the  wife  of 
P.  C.  Bushnell,  a merchant  of  Auburn  Four  Cor- 
ners, Susquehanna  county;  Samuel,  born  October 
28,  1850,  died  October  13,  1862;  Theron  Wilford, 
born  September  6,  1853,  died  July  19,  1855 ; and 
Arminda,  born  January  1,  1859,  is  the  wife  of  H.  S. 
Kellogg,  of  Tunkhannock  borough,  Wyoming 
county. 

A.  E.  Carlin  was  born  in  Springville  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  May  14,  1841,  and  here 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a common-school  edu- 
cation. He  remained  with  his  father  until  he  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  then  came 
into  possession  of  one-half  of  the  old  homestead. 
In  1885  he  bought  the  entire  place,  and  now  has 
230  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  cleared  and 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation ; forty  acres  are 
timberland.  Mr.  Carlin  has  always  followed  gen- 
enal  farming,  and  has  made,  a specialty  of  stock 
raising  and  dairying,  which  have  proved  quite 
profitable.  He  raises  both  cattle  and  sheep. 

On  September  21,  1865,  Mr.  Carlin  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  A.  Bailey,  who  was 
born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  December  23,  1842, 
was  educated  at  Kingston  Academy,  and  followed 
school  teaching  in  early  life  for  ten  terms.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  she  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  and 
died  January  5,  1897.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlin 
came  two  children:  Martha,  born  June  10,  1868, 

is  now  the  wife  of  E.  W.  Lott,  of  Dimock  town- 
ship, and  they  have  one  daughter,  Alma  Marian, 
born  October  18,  1895.  Mary  A.,  born  June  27, 
1870,  has  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for 
eight  years,  and  now  has  charge  of  one  of  the 
graded  schools  of  Montrose.  Both  daughters  grad- 
uated from  the  State  Normal  School  in  Mansfield, 
Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  the  elder  in  1890,  the  younger  in 
1892. 

For  the  past  thirty-eight  years  Mr.  Carlin  has 
kept  a diary  of  events,  which  if  printed  would 
prove  of  great  interest.  He  is  a prominent  and 
active  member  of  the  Grange,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  master,  and  which  he  has  represented  in 
the  State  Grange  at  Harrisburg.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a trus- 
tee for  a number  of  years,  and  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  all  enterprises  which  are  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  moral,  intellectual  or  material  welfare  of 
his  township  or  county.  His  political  support  is 
ever  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in 
some  of  the  township  offices. 

EUGENE  HELLER,  liveryman  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  “North  Gap  House,”  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the  well-known  resi- 
dents of  this  section,  having  made  a wide  acquain- 
tance in  the  vicinity  of  Minsi  during  the  years  he 
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has  carried  on  his  present  business,  and  while  en- 
gaged with  the  Susquehanna  & Western  railroad  as 
general  agent  at  Minsi  station. 

Mr.  Heller  is  a native  of  Stroud  township, 
Monroe  county,  born  in  July,  1857,  a son  of  Philip 
Heller,  and  a grandson  of  Anthony  Heller,  who 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  part  of  the 
county.  Philip  Heller  was  born  in  Stroud  town- 
ship, and  passed  his  entire  life  there,  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Poplar  Valley,  where  he  commenced  life  for 
himself,  and  clearing  out  a good-sized  farm,  on 
which  he  and  his  family  had  a most  comfortable 
home.  In  addition  to  the  necessary  work  involved 
in  clearing  and  putting  the  land  under  a profitable 
state  of  cultivation  he  expended  much  labor  on  it  in 
making  general  improvements,  and  he  erected  a 
large  stone  dwelling  and  commodious  and  substan- 
tial outbuildings.  He  married  Sallie  A.  Miller,  and 
they  both  died  on  the  old  home  farm,  he  in  1868, 
she  in  1874.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  four  daughters,  viz. : An- 

thony married  Miss  Sallie  Miller,  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  followed  farming  until  his  death,  on  his 
farm  in  Cherry  Valley,  Stroud  township,  where  his 
wife  and  only  child,  Lizzie,  still  make  their  home. 
Lydia  A.  became  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Hartman,  of 
Monroe  county,  and  they  settled  in  Lackawanna 
county,  this  State,  where  he  died  leaving  seven 
children,  Marion,  Frank,  Edna,  Agnes,  Bessie, 
Amelia  and  Rose ; Mrs.  Hartman  and  her  family 
reside  in  Lackawanna  county.  George  was  a car- 
penter by  occupation ; he  died  some  years  ago,  un- 
married. Rosanna  is  the  wife  of  Wilson  Felker, 
of  Bangor,  Penn.,  and  they  have  a family  of  five 
children,  Florence,  Alice,  Clarence,  Eugene  and 
Amy.  Peter  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 
unmarried.  Eugene  is  sixth  in  the  family.  Alice 
is  the  wife  of  John  Philips,  of  Titusville,  N.  J.,  and 
has  two  children,  Melchoir  and  Alonzo.  Agnes 
married  George  Ganger,  of  Bangor,  Penn. ; they 
have  no  family. 

Eugene  Heller  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Poplar  Valley,  and  was  trained 
to  farm  work  from  his  earliest  years,  after  his 
father’s  death  working  out  among  neighboring 
farmers  by  the  day  to  assist  in  the  support  of  the 
family.  His  wages  at  first  were  only  twenty-five 
cents  per  day,  but  they  increased,  though  somewhat 
slowly,  as  he  grew  older,  and  in  time,  by  economy 
and  careful  management,  he  succeeded  in  saving 
enough  to  buy  a house  and  lot  in  Cherry  Valley, 
where  he  and  his  mother  made  their  home  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  finally  sold  this  place,  and 
came  to  his  present  location  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, near  Buttermilk  Falls,  where  he  invested  in 
real  estate  and  erected  a fine  home  and  substantial 
outbuildings,  his  residence,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  commodious  in  the  neighborhood,  being  fur- 
nished with  all  modern  improvements  for  comfort 
and  convenience,  and  delightfully  located.  For 
some  thirteen  years  Mr.  Heller  was  general  agent  at 
Minsi  station  for  the  Susquehanna  & Western  rail- 


road, becoming  well  known  throughout  the  surround- 
ing country,  in  this  connection,  but  since  his  marriage 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  livery  business  and 
opened  a summer  boarding-house  at  his  residence, 
where  he  and  his  wife  entertain  a large  number  of 
city  guests  each  year.  They  have  spared  no  pains 
to  provide  their  patrons  with  all  material  comforts, 
and  a more  enjoyable  retreat  for  summer  months 
can  scarcely  be  found  east  of  the  Rockies.  Mr. 
Heller  furnishes  carriages  for  his  guests  between 
the  depot  and  his  home,  which  is  only  a short  dis- 
tance from  Minsi  station,  giving  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  a few  of  the  many  attractions  afforded 
by  this  picturesque  locality,  which  is  noted  for  the 
sublime  beauty  of  its  scenery  and  the  purity  of  the 
air.  The  “North  Gap  House”  is  one  mile  from  the 
Delaware  river,  and  two  miles  from  the  famous 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  among  the  many  other 
beautiful  sights  to  be  found  here  we  mention  But- 
termilk falls,  Marshall’s  Creek  falls,  Water  Gap 
and  Wind  Gap,  while  a fine  view  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
and  many  points  of  interest  in  the  Delaware  Valley 
may  be  had  from  the  house.  There  are  interesting 
walks  and  drives  in  every  direction,  and  all  in  ail 
the  region  is  deservedly  popular,  especially  during 
the  warm  weather,  among  those  who  are  seeking 
a delightful  resting-place  and  appreciate  the  beauties 
of  Nature. 

In  1886  Mr.  Heller  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Maggie  Bush,  daughter  of  Emil  and 
Mary  A.  Bush,  prominent  people  of  Shawnee,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  two  children  have  blessed  their 
union:  Maud,  born  in  July,  1889;  and  Ralph  B., 

born  April  13,  1897.  The  daughter  is  attending 
the  State  Normal  School  at  East  Stroudsburg.  In 
religious  connection  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heller  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Shawnee.  Po 
litically  Mr.  Heller  has  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  only  as  a voter,  for  he  has  no 
aspirations  for  public  preferment.  However,  he 
takes  a loyal  interest  in  the  welfare  and  advance- 
ment of  his  town,  where  he  is  regarded  with  respect 
by  all  who  know  him. 

CHARLES  A.  CRONK,  a progressive  and 
enterprising  farmer  residing  in  Jessup  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  having  been  born  in  Rush  township, 
October  25,  1859.  His  father,  Samuel  E.  Cronk, 
was  a native  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a son 
of  William  and  Sallie  (Myers)  Cronk,  who  were 
born  in  the  same  county,  and  in  1839  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  spending  their  remaining 
days  upon  a farm  in  Rush  township.  William 
Cronk  was  one  of  the  defenders  of  the  country  J 
during  the  war  of  1812. 

'the  son,  Samuel  E.,  was  seven  years  old  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Susquehanna  county,  and  in  Rush  township  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  ever  afterward  made  it  his 
home.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  by  occupa- 
tion was  a farmer,  speculator  and  butcher,  and  was 
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quite  a prominent  citizen  of  his  community.  In 
early  life  he  married  Miss  Julia  Risley,  a daughter 
of  Charles  and  Jane  M.  (Shelp)  Risley,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  children : Hattie  R.,  now  the 

wife  of  E.  D.  Bertholf,  a hardware  merchant  of 
■ New  Milford,  Penn.;  and  Charles  A.,  our  subject. 
The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a faithful  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  departed  this 
life  in  1867,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-seven  years, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Prospect  Hill  cemetery. 
Later  the  father  married  Loanna  Lung,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children : William  J.,  who  is  living 

on  the  old  homestead  in  Rush  township ; Mattie 
M.,  wife  of  Prof.  Henry  Merritt,  principal  of  the 
I schools  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; and  Thomas,  who 
I enlisted  in  Company  G,  13th  Regiment  P.  V.  I., 
during  the  Spanish-American  war  and  was  sent  to 
McKenzie,  Ga.  The  father,  who  also  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died 
November  18,  1890,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Prospect  Hill  cemetery. 

Until  his  marriage  Charles  A.  Cronk  remained 
under  the  parental  roof,  but  after  he  attained  his 
! majority  he  worked  on  a salary.  On  May  2 5,  1882, 
in  Jessup  township,  he  wedded  Miss  Stella  Bertholf, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children : Bertie 

E.  and  Glen  A.  Mrs.  Cronk  was  born  in  that  town- 
ship, May  25,  1862,  and  is  a daughter  of  Henry  C. 
and  Elizabeth  (Shay)  Bertholf,  natives  of  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  who,  when  young,  came  with  their 
respective  parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  both 
died  in  Jessup  township,  the  former  June  6,  1891, 
the  latter  July  13,  1886,  when  she  was  aged  fifty- 
eight  years,  five  months  and  five  days.  They  were 
buried  in  Prospect  Hill  cemetery.  The  father  was 
quite  a prominent  agriculturist  and  most  capably 
'served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  In 
politics  he  was  a Republican.  The  children  of  the 
! family  were  as  follows : Shay  B.,  who  operates  the 

1 old  homestead ; Josephine,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years;  Samuel,  a farmer  of  Vestal  Center, 
I N.  Y. ; Jerome,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township;  Ed- 
ward D.,  who  married  our  subject’s  sister,  Hattie 
R.  Cronk,  and  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business 
in  New  Milford,  Penn. ; David,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen ; Stella  and  Mary  Ella,  twins,  the 
former  the  wife  of  our  subject,  the  latter  the  wife 
of  Edward  F.  Green,  a farmer  and  carpenter  of 
Jessup  township;  Eva,  wife  of  Edward  Jones,  a 
farmer  of  Rush  township ; Emma,  wife  of  Denton 
| Roe,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township;  and  Lewis,  Libby 
[ and  Minnie,  all  deceased.  Airs.  Cronk’s  paternal 
j grandparents  were  Samuel  and  Martha  ( Couse) 

I Bertholf,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  early  settlers 
! of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where 
lie  former  followed  farming.  The  maternal  grand- 
oarents,  Benjamin  and  Jane  Shay,  were  also  natives 
of  New  Jersey  and  pioneers  of  Jessup  township. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Cronk  began  their  domestic  life 
ipon  a farm  which  he  purchased  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  but  after  operating  it 
or  three  years  he  sold  the  place  and  purchased  his 


present  farm  in  Jessup  township,  which  he  has  con- 
verted into  one  of  the  best  of  the  neighborhood.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  engaged  in  teaching  school 
for  one  year,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has 
been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  political 
support  is  always  given  the  Democracy,  and  he 
horns  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

CHARLES  DARROW.  Unusual  interest 
attaches  to  the  biographies  of  the  brave  men  who 
served  as  soldiers  m the  Union  army  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a promi- 
nent resident  of  New  Milford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  deserves  especial  mention  tor  Ins  gal- 
lant service,  and  the  wounds  and  hardships  which 
have  unfortunately  undermined  his  health.  He 
enlisted  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  in  August,  1862,  as  a 
private  in  Company  E,  15th  P.  V.  L,  then  com- 
manded by  Capt.  John  1 ^ Ling,  and  lacer  by  Capt.. 
George  Crandall.  Air.  Darrow’s  term  of  enlist- 
ment was  nine  monti.s  only,  but  he  served  eleven 
months,  and  in  1664  re-enlisted,  serving  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  saw  some  severe  fighting,  and  during  an  en- 
gagement at  Chapin  farm  the  tube  of  his  gun  blew 
out,  nearly  blinding  him.  In  a cavalry  charge  in 
the  same  battle  he  was  shot  in  the  limb  by  a minie 
ball.  While  thus  handicapped  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner, and  for  ten  days  he  endured  the  horrors  of 
Libby  prison,  being  then  transferred  to  Belle  Isle, 
where  he  also  spent  ten  days.  On  being  released 
he  returned  to  his  regiment,  but  the  injury  to  his. 
eyes  has  proved  to  be  permanent,  and  of  late  years 
he  has  almost  entirely  lost  his  sight. 

Air.  Darrow  was  born  February  18,  1826,  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  his  paternal  grand- 
father, William  Darrow,  having  settled  in  the  coun- 
ty at  an  early  period.  William  Darrow,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  resided  in  the  county  all  his 
life,  his  last  days  being  spent  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship. By  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and  mason. 
Although  he  was  not  active  in  local  affairs  he  took 
much  interest  in  public  questions,  and  was  a strong 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  died  in 
1874,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  the  East  Bridgewater  cemetery.  His 
wife,  Polly  (Reynolds),  who  died  in  1871,  was  also 
a native  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  was  for  many  years  before  her  death  a 
devout  member  of  the  Alethodist  Church.  They 
had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows : Lo- 

retta (deceased)  married  Lathrop  Benjamin;  Or- 
lando (deceased)  ; Esther  (deceased)  married  Will- 
iam Baldwin ; Malinda  is  the  widow  of  Lyman  Her- 
kermer,  of  Bridgewater  township ; Charles  is  our 
subject;  Russell  (deceased);  Arfenna  (deceased); 
Joseph  is  a retired  farmer  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship; Jane  and  Louisa  died  in  childhood;  Mary 
married  (first)  Clark  D.  Williams,  and  (second) 
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a Mr.  Brown ; Stanley  Stone ; and  Henry  is  a 
farmer  in  New  Milford  township. 

Our  subject  resided  at  home  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  but  as  his'  parents  were  in 
limited  circumstances  he  worked- 'Occasionally  for 
neighboring  farmers  from  the  time  he  was  eleven 
years  old.  At  seventeen  he  begahJ\yorking  at  the 
mason’s  trade  with  his  father,  and  this  wa's  his 
occupation  until  failing  eyesight  compelled  him  to 
abandon  it  in  1885.  For  some  years  he  resided 
upon  a farm  one  and  one-half  miles  from  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  to  which  he  removed  on  June  13, 
1893,  a fire  having  destroyed  his  former  dwelling 
house.  In  politics  he  was  a strong-  Republican,  but 
he  was  not  an  office  seeker.  On  May  3,  1857,  he 
was  married  at  Jackson  Center,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, to.  Miss  Leona  Smith,  and  three  children  have 
been  born  of  the  union:  (1) ^Frankie  E.  died  at 

the  age  of  six  years.  (2)  Nicholas  P.,  a farmer 
in  New  Milford  township,  married  Miss  Nettie 
Hall,  and  has  four  children.  (3)  Augusta  P.  is 
married,  resides  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  has 
three  children. 

Mrs.  Leona  (Smith)  Harrow  was  born  July  8, 
1836,  in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  her  family  has  long  been  prominent.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  William  Smith,  was  a resident 
of  New  Jersey.  Her  father,  William  Smith  (2), 
was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  was  married 
there  to  Rachel  Smith,  daughter  of  another  Will- 
iam Smith.  They  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in 
18 — , locating  in  Jessup  township  upon  a farm  now 
occupied  by  John  Smith,  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Darrow, 
and  the  father  was  killed  there  in  June,  1836,  by  a 
falling  tree.  The  mother  died  in  October,  1867, 
aged  sixty-five  years,  and  the  remains  of  both  were 
interred  in  Fairdale  cemetery.  Mrs.  Darrow  was 
the  only  child  of  this  marriage,  but  her  mother 
married  a second  husband,  Philarmon  Hart,  and 
had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows : Phi- 

lander, a shoemaker,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Mary 
(deceased),  who  married  Benjamin  Marshall ; Isaac, 
a farmer  in  Jessup  township;  Jemima  (deceased), 
who  married  Thompson  Lee ; William,  a farmer  in 
Jessup  township;  Juliette,  widow  of  David  Bur- 
rows, of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Julia  (a  twin  of 
Juliette),  now  the  wife  of  Richard  Angel,  of  New 
York  City;  Jane  (deceased),  who  married  Frank- 
lin Esthes ; Leonard,  a farmer  in  Jessup  township, 
and  Emma,  who  is  married. 

ARCPIIBALD  CRAWFORD  JANSEN,  in 
his  lifetime  a prominent  business  man  of  Strouds- 
burg, Monroe  county,  held  the  responsible  position 
as  agent  for  the  United  States  Express  Co.  in  that 
city,  and  his  efficient  discharge  of  duty  won  the 
confidence  of  the  people  at  large  as  well  as  that  of 
the  head  of  the  great  corporation  which  he  repre- 
sented. 

Born  October  12,  1843,  in  Ulster  county,  N. 
Y.,  Mr.  Jansen  was  a son  of  Henry  and  Jeannette 
(Crawford)  Jansen,  and  his  ancestors  in  both  lines  I 


were  residents  of  that  State,  his  mother's  family 
being  of  old  colonial  stock.  Henry  Jansen,  our 
subject’s  father,  was  born  December  24,  1796,  and 
was  reared  in  New  York  State,  where  he  learned 
the  tanner's  trade,  and  for  a time  conducted  a tan- 
nery of  his  own.  Later  he  removed  to  this  section 
with  the  well-known  tanner,  Singmaster,  locating 
first  at  Tannersville,  and  although  he  returned  to 
Ulster  county  for  a few  years,  ire  settled  perma- 
nently in  Stroudsburg  in  1848,  his  death  occurring 
there  on  March  17,  1885.  His  first  wife,  Miss 
Fannie  Niver,  was  born  July  9,  1799,  and  died  No- 
vember 21,  1834,  and  in  1836  he  married  Miss  Jean- 
nette Crawford,  who  survives  him  and  as  long  as 
he  lived  resided  with  our  subject  at  the  old  Craw- 
ford homestead  on  South  Main  street,  Stroudsburg. 
By  the  first  marriage  he  had  two  children:  Will- 

iam L.,  born  July  9,  1821,  who  was  captain  of  a 
freight  barge  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  June  23, 
188b;  and  Fannie,  born  October  31,  1834,  now  the 
widow  of  John  A.  Hornbeck.  By  the  second  union 
there  were  three  children : Sarah  C.,  born  Septem- 

ber 18,  1840,  now  the  wife  of  D.  R.  Brown,  a 
jeweler  at  Stroudsburg;  Archibald  C.,  our  subject; 
and  George  H.,  born  September  8,  1846,  who  en- 
listed early  in  the  Civil  war  in  Company  H,  30th 
P.  V.  I.,  but  contracted  typhoid  fever,  and  in  1863 
returned  home  only  to  die. 

The  Crawford  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  and 
Mrs.  Jeannette  Jansen  traces  her  descent  from  two 
distinct  branches,  the  ancestral  home  of  both  having 
been  in  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland.  Whether 
they  were  recognized  there  as  belonging  to  the  same 
stock  or  not,  history  does  not  state,  but  at  the  time 
of  their  emigration  to  America  the  relationship  was 
not  close.  James  Crawford,  Sr.,  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Wilkin,  the  progenitors  of  one  branch,  came 
to  America  in  1719,  settling  first  at  Peekskill,  West- 
chester Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  removing  to 
Montgomery  county,  N.  Y.  They  brought  with 
them  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Golan,  Ire- 
land, a certificate  of  good  standing  bearing  date  of 
August  9,  1718,  entitling  them  to  membership  in 
the  organization  wherever  they  might  locate.  They 
had  six  children:  John,  born  December  15,  1719; 

James,  January  21,  1722;  Jane,  March  3,  1724; 
David,  August  11,  1729;  Samuel,  June  9,  1732;  and 
Joseph,  February  21,  1734.  But  little  is  known 
concerning  these  children  with  the  'exception  of 
Jane,  who  married  James  Crawford,  Jr.,  and  from 
whom  Mrs.  Jansen  is  descended. 

James  Crawford,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1719,  near 
the  town  of  Enniskillen,  County  Fermanagh,  Ire- 
land, and  in  1731  he  started  with  his  parents  for 
the  New  World.  The  voyage  was  long  and  tedious 
and  the  father  and  mother  died  while  at  sea  for 
want  of  water,  while  a son,  Moses,  died  soon  after 
reaching  New  York  City,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred in  the  cemetery  belonging  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  on  Wall  street.  Three  children 
survived:  James,  Jr.,  and  his  two  elder  sisters, 

Mary  and  Sarah.  They  were  taken  to  Ulster 
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county,  N.  Y.  (now  Orange  county),  by  John  Mc- 
Neal,  who  assumed  the  guardian  snip  of  James, 
with  the  understanding  tnat  he  would  give  him 
two  new  suits  of  clothes  and  a horse,  saddle  and 
bridle  at  the  end  of  a term  of  years,  the  two  girls 
engaged  in  neighboring  families  at  domestic  service 
until  their  marriage,  when  both  settled  in  other 
localities.  Mary  married  a Mr.  Sprmgsted,  and 
Sarah  married  Nathan  Jones,  hut  nothing  further 
is  known  of  them.  James  was  most  unfortunate 
in  his  guardian,  as  Mr.  McNeal,  though  a rich 
farmer,  was  covetous,  and  as  the  end  ot  the  term 
drew  near  he  made  things  so  unpleasant  that  the 
poor  boy  was  forced  to  leave,  and  not  only  lost  the 
articles  promised  in  the  agreement,  but  was  com- 
pelled to  pay  $15  for  the  unexpired  time,  the 
neighbors  sympathized  with  his  woes  and  he  readily 
found  work  among  them,  and  finally  secured  a 
position  in  a foundry  where  he  made  good  wages, 
enabling  him  to  save  considerable  money.  He  then 
purchased  a large  tract  of  wild  land,  upon  which 
some  Indians  were  still  living  in  their  wigwams, 
and  soon  afterward  he  married  Jane  Crawford  and 
settled  upon  his  new  homestead.  They  passed 
through  the  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life,  but 
as  their  land  was  brought  under  cultivation  they 
became  wealthy  and  prosperous.  During  the 
French  and  Indian  war  they  were  often  in  fear  of 
attack,  and  on  one  occasion  the  little  settlement 
which  had  grown  up  around  them  was  only  saved 
from  massacre  through  a warning  given  by  a squaw 
whom  Mrs.  Crawford  had  befriended.  This  pio- 
neer couple  were  earnest  Christians  and  both  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  James  Craw- 
ford died  February  23,  1802,  and  his  wife  on  Au- 
gust 14,  1795.  They  had  ten  children,  each  of 
whom  received  200  acres  of  land  from  the  estate. 
(1)  Samuel  I.  is  mentioned  below.  (2)  Mary, 
born  May  6,  1752,  married  John  Berkley.  (3) 
Elizabeth,  born  November  27,  1753,  married  James 
Berkley.  (4)  Nathan  was  born  July  22,  1755. 
(5)  Jonathan  was  born  April  27,  1757.  (6)  David, 

born  February  6,  1759,  died  November  3,  1822. 
(7)  Jane,  born  February  26,  1761,  married  John 
Martin  and  died  January  7,  1827.  (8)  Sarah, 
born  February  11,  1763,  died  September  19,  1826. 
She  married  Thomas  Berkley  and  had  eleven  chil- 
dren: James,  Mary,  David,  John,  Jonathan,  Jane, 

Isaiah,  Margaret,  Thomas,  William  M.  and  Eliza- 
beth. (9)  Moses,  born  March  1,  1765,  died  Au- 
gust 14,  1770.  (10)  Joshua,  born  May  17,  1767. 

in  tnose  days  slavery  was  allowed  in  all  parts  of 
the  country  and  James  Crawford  once  purchased 
a slave  by  weight  (paying  twenty  shillings  a pound), 
who  remained  with  the  family  forty  years,  being 
instructed  in  religion  and  fed  from  the  same  table 
and  clothed  in  the  same  homespun  material  used 
by  the  family. 

Samuel  I.  Crawford,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent  in  which  we  are  now  interested,  was  born 
December  18,  1750,  and  died  October  17,  1828.  On 
February  29,  1776,  he  married  Jane  McCurdy,  who 


was  born  February  14,  1757,  and  died  January  12, 
1637.  His  father  presented  him  with  a farm  and 
ail  necessary  stock  and  implements,  and  at  his 
death  he  bequeathed  the  estate  to  his  children.  He 
always  had  colored  servants,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  time.  Like  his  parents,  he  adhered  to 
the  Presbyterian  faith,  and  Ins  children  were  reared 
in  that  Church.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a large 
family  of  children,  and  for  a period  of  fifty-one 
years  there  was  no  death  in  their  home  circle.  The 
eldest  son,  Col.  Moses,  was  born  December  7,  1776, 
and  died  September  18,  1835.  During  the  war  of 
1812  he  served  as  colonel  of  a regiment  of  cavalry, 
and  in  1813  he  was  on  duty  at  Brooklyn  Heights, 
L.  I.  For  several  years  he  held  office  as  magistrate 
and  commissioner  of  deeds  for  the  town  of  Craw- 
ford, N.  Y.,  where  he  settled  on  200  acres  cf  land, 
the  town  being  afterward  named  in  his  honor.  At 
one  time  he  served  as  a member  of  the  New  York 
Legislature.  He  and  his  wife,  Eleanor  Thompson, 
had  seven  children : Matilda,  Alexander,  Cecelia, 

Jane,  Samuel,  Mary  and  Jonathan.  (2)  Mary,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Samuel  I.  Crawford,  was  born 
May  12,  1778,  and  died  November  27,  1857.  She 
married  John  Durgea,  who  was  of  German  descent 
and  spent  his  early  life  on  Long  Island,  removing 
later  to  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  and  both  at- 
tained an  avanced  age,  their  married  life  covering 
a period  of  sixty  years.  Their  children  were  Nancy, 
Jeanette,  Hannah,  John  H.,  Samuel,  Mary  A.  and 
Jonathan.  (3)  Archibald  is  mentioned  below.  (4) 
Jonathan  S.  was  born  September  12,  1782.  (5) 

Sarah,  born  May  10,  1784,  died  May  23,  1832. 
(6)  Robert  S.,  born  April  8,  1786,  died  June  10, 
1838.  (7)  Nancy  was  born  July  22,  1788.  (8) 

Jane,  born  April  2,  1791,  died  in  1827. 

Archibald  Crawford  was  born  June  7,  1780, 
and  died  in  1859.  I11  March,  1802,  he  married 

Mary  Berkley,  who  was  born  October  18,  1783, 
the  second  child  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Crawford) 
Berkley,  mentioned  above.  In  1804  he  received  a 
few  acres  of  land  from  his  father,  located  on  the 
Newburg  and  Coshocton  turnpike,  in  New  York, 
and  in  October,  1805,  he  settled  there,  taking  out  a 
license  and  conducting  a grocery  and  tavern.  In 
1812  he  rented  his  tavern  and  purchased  a farm, 
where  he  resided  one  year,  when  he  resumed  his 
former  business.  In  1820  he  again  placed  the 
tavern  in  the  hands  of  a tenant  while  he  operated 
a farm  belonging  to  his  father-in-law.  He  pur- 
chased the  farm  after  a time,  but  three  years  later 
he  sold  it  and  in  April,  1823,  he  again  took  charge 
of  his  tavern,  which  he  conducted  as  a temperance 
hotel  until  1835.  For  a time  he  was  interested  in 
surveying  and  insurance,  and  in  1838  he  sold  his 
tavern  and  removed  to  Pine  Bush.  After  spend- 
ing a short  time  there  he  sold  his  property  and 
removed  to  the  mountains  with  his  son,  and  on 
April  1,  1844,  he  returned  to  Pine  Bush,  where  his 
death  occurred.  He  and  his  wife  had  twelve  chil- 
dren: Emily,  born  November  17,  1803;  Sarah, 
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born  February  7,  1805;  Alford,  born  June  1,  1807; 
James  McCurdy,  born  March  20,  1809;  Jeannette 
(Mrs.  Jansen),  born  March  13,  1811;  David  A., 
born  September  5,  1813;  Robert,  born  May  18, 
1815,  died  November  13,  1849,  'n  the  Odd  Fellows 
Hospital  at  Sacramento  City,  Cal. ; Eleanor,  born 
April  15,  1817;  Elizabeth,  born  May  7,  1819,  died 
August  31,  1819;  Moses  A.,  born  July  12,  1820, 
died  December  19,  1851,  at  his  residence  in  the 
City  of  New  York;  John  D.,  born  December  29, 
1822;  and  Mary  E.,  born  October  18,  1825,  who 
died  in  childhood. 

DANIEL  I.  HADDEN,  a very  wide-awake 
and  energetic  citizen  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne 
county,  who  is  engaged  in  both  farming  and  dairy- 
ing, was  born  in  Windham,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a son 
of  Israel  and  Mary  Hadden. 

The  father  was  a native  of  Gilboa,  that  State, 
as  was  also  the  mother,  but  after  their  marriage 
they  located  in  Windham,  where  he  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1863.  All  of  their  children  were  born  in 
Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  order  of  birth  were 
as  follows:  (1)  Hattie,  born  in  1848,  married 

John  Myers,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  resided  in 
Freemanville,  this  State,  where  she  died  leaving  five 
children.  (2)  Ella,  born  in  1850,  died  when  a 
young  lady.  (3)  Lillie,  born  in  1852,  married  Nor- 
ton Pine,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  they  now  reside  in 
Nebraska.  (4)  Daniel  I.  is  the  next  in  the  family. 
(5)  Edward  B.,  born  in  1856,  married  Stella 
Smith,  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  by  whom  he 
has  one  daughter,  Edith,  and  they  live  on  his  well 
cultivated  farm  in  Waymart,  Wayne  county.  (6) 
George  W.,  born  in  1858,  married  Addie  Brown, 
of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county,  by  whom 
he  has  five  children,  and  they  reside  on  a farm  in 
that  township  ; his  children  are  Mary,  Ralph,  Phoebe, 
Dorothy  and  Harvey.  (7)  Charles  A.  Lincoln, 
born  In  1861,  married  Nettie  Cole,  of  Preston, 
Wayne  county,  has  one  daughter,  Hattie,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  near  Lake  Como  in  Preston  town- 
ship. For  her  second  husband  the  mother  married 
Thomas  Dudgeon,  of  New  York  State,  and  they  re- 
moved to  Manchester  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  her  death  occurred  in  July,  1883.  She  had 
no  children  by  her  second  union. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  place  Daniel  I. 
Hadden  secured  a fair  education,  and  during  his 
youth  came  with  his  mother  to  W ayne  county,  where 
he  followed  farming  in  Preston  township  for  a time. 
In  1879  he  married  Miss  Clara  Reynolds,  of  that 
township,  a daughter  of  Solomon  and  Mary  Rey- 
nolds, highly  respected  citizens  of  that  community. 
She  was  the  second  in  their  family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being  George,  who  died  in  early  man- 
hood ; Frances,  now  the  wife  of  Oscar  Stanton ; 
Myrtle,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ; and 
Earle,  who  is  single  and  resides  in  Deposit,  N.  Y. 
The  mother  of  these  died  in  1883,  but  the  father 
.is  still  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  vears,  an  hon- 


ored resident  of  Preston  township.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Hadden  have  five  children : James  Lee,  born  in 

1880;  Frederick  S.,  in  1882;  Lillie  S.,  in  1884; 
Osten,  in  1886;  and  Alta  Lucile,  in  1893.  All  were 
born  in  Preston  township,  and  when  they  have  at- 
tained a sufficient  age  have  been  provided  with 
good  school  advantages. 

After  liis  marriage  Mr.'  Hadden  lived  near 
Stanton  Hill  until  1896,  when  he  purchased  sixty- 
seven  acres  of  land  in  Lebanon  township,  on  the 
Newburg  turnpike,  one  mile  west  of  Riley ville.  He 
erected  thereon  a good  frame,  house  and  barn  in 
1897,  and  has  made  many  excellent  improvements 
upon  the  place.  He  was  reared  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  mother  was  a con- 
sistent member,  but  his  wife  is  a Baptist  in  relig- 
ious belief.  Descended  from  old  Whig  stock,  he 
has  become  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  faithfully  performs  every  duty  of  citi- 
zenship. In  the  social  circles  of  the  community 
he  and  his  family  occupy  an  enviable  position,  and 
they  are  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
Wayne  countv. 

FREDERICK  ARNOLD,  deceased.  . The  ties 
which  bind  together  the  branches  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  were  never  more  clearly  shown  than  in 
the  earnest  support  of  our  English-born  citizens  of 
the  cause  of  liberty  during  our  Civil  war.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir,  formerly  a prominent  resident  of 
Stroud  township.  Monroe  county,  was  among  those 
who  offered  their  services  to  the  government  in  that 
trying  period,  and  his  courage  and  devotion  won  him 
an  honorable  record.  Mr.  Arnold  was  born  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1826,  in  England,  a son  of  Aaron  and  Annie 
Arnold,  both  natives  of  that  country,  who  came  to 
America  some  years  after  their  marriage,  and  died 
at  their  home  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, leaving  a large  family. 

In  early  manhood  Frederick  Arnold  married 
Miss  Susanna  Moyer,  of  Stroud  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  soon  afterward  he  purchased  the 
present  homestead  in  this  same  locality.  The  land 
was  then  in  an  unimproved  state,  but  he  cleared  it 
and  brought  it  under  fine  cultivation,  while  the 
comfortable  buildings  erected  by  him  make  it  a 
most  attractive  home.  After  this  he  removed  tem- 
porarily to  Bradford  county,  where  for  fifteen 
years  he  rented  a farm,  but  later  he  settled  at  his 
old  homestead,  where  his  death  occurred  in  Septem- 
ber, 1897.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
149th  P.  V.  I.,  commanded  by  Col.  John  Irwin,  of 
Clearfield,  and  at  the  close  of  the  struggle  he  was 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  at  Carlisle, 
Penn.  Politically  Mr.  Arnold  was  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  he  and  his  family  have  been  active  in  relig- 
ious work  as  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mrs.  Arnold,  who  is  highly  esteemed  for  her 
excellent  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  is  a daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Catherine  Mover,  who  were  born  and 
reared  in  Monroe  county,  but  settled  permanently 
in  Bradford  county  soon  after  their  marriage.  Mrs. 
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Catherine  Moyer  died  about  thirty  years  ago  leav- 
ing six  children:  Peter;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Thomas 
Arnold;  Susanna,  widow  of  our  subject;  Julia  Ann, 
who  married  Robert  Neely,  of  Tonawanda,  Penn. ; 
Samuel;  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Nye,  of 
Bradford  county.  After  the  death  of  his  wife 
Jacob  Moyer  wedded  Miss  Jane  Burd,  of  Bradford 
county,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: John,  Hanna,  Lydia,  Electa  and  Emily. 

A family  of  four  children  blessed  the  union 
of  Frederick  and  Susanna  (Moyer)  Arnold,  and  all 
nov/  occupy  honorable  and  useful  positions  in  life, 
reflecting  credit  upon  their  parents.  ( I ) Peter, 
born  in  September,  1853,  in  Stroud  township,  re- 
sides in  Spragueville,  where  he  is  employed  as  a 
telegraph  operator  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  railroad.  He  married,  and  has  had 
three  children — Arthur  E.,  Goldie  and  Nellie.  (2) 
Samuel,  born  in  October,  1856,  in  Bradford  county, 
resides  on  the  old  homestead,  and  looks  after  his 
mother’s  interests.  He  married  Miss  Amanda  Det- 
rick, daughter  of  Jesse  and  Catherine  Detrick,  well- 
known  residents  of  Stroud  township,  and  four  chil- 
dren brighten  the  old  home — Charles  W.,-  born  in 
1878;  Odessa,  1880;  Frances,  1882;  and  Ruth,  1895. 
Odessa  and  Frances  have  completed  a public-school 
course,  and  all  are  popular  in  the  best  social  circles 
of  the  neighborhood.  (3)  Mary  A.,  born  in  May, 
1859,  in  Bradford  county,  married  John  Cramer, 
of  Spragueville,  and  has  three  children : Ada, 

Lewis  and  Viola.  (4)  Annie,  born  in  June,  1872, 
in  Bradford  county,  married  Oscar  Impt,  of  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  has  two  children,  Myrtle  and 
Alvia. 

MRS.  SARAH  ARNOLD  GREGORY,  a 
most  estimable  lady  residing  in  Tunkhannock  town- 
ship, belongs  to  an  old  and  highly-respected  family 
of  Monroe  county.  Her  paternal  grandparents, 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Kerr)  Arnold,  spent  their  en- 
tire lives  in  Hamilton  township,  where  the  grand- 
father engaged  in  farming  as  a means  of  livelihood. 

Adam  Arnold,  father  of  Mrs.  Gregory,  was 
born  in  Hamilton  township,  July  22,  1784,  and  was 
one  of  a family  of  seven  children,  six  sons  and  one 
daughter.  On  attaining  to  man's  estate  he  was 
married,  in  his  native  township,  to  Miss  Peggy  Ann 
Buskirk,  a daughter  of  John  Buskirk,  who  was  born 
in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  and  died  in 
Allentown,  Penn.,  before  the  birth  of  Mrs.  Gregory. 
Throughout  life  Mr.  Arnold  worked  as  a laborer, 
and  made  his  home  in  Hamilton  and  Jackson  town- 
shops,  Monroe  county.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  was  a Democrat.  He  died  November  11,  1858, 
his  rvife  August  22,  1840,  at  the  age  of  forty-one 
years,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
them.  To  them  were  born  six  children,  namely: 
Eliza,  who  is  now  seventy-six  years  of  age  and  is 
a widow  residing  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; Caroline, 
widow  of  Moses  Morris,  of  Wilkes  Barre ; Irene, 
deceased  wife  of  Joseph  Turner,  of  the  same  place; 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Eckhart,  of  Wilkes  1 


Barre ; Margaret,  who  died  unmarried ; and  Sarah 
A.,  our  subject. 

Sarah  Arnold  was  born  August  18,  1837,  and 
in  Chestnut  Plill  township,  Monroe  county,  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Henry  Gregory,  who  was  born 
in  that  township,  August  22,  1829.  His  parents, 
Richard  and  Lydia  (George)  Gregory,  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Berks  county,  Penn.,  and 
from  there  removed  to  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farm- 
ing throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
August  23,  1864,  aged  seventy-four  years,  his  wife 
July  27,  1854,  aged  fifty-six  years,  two  months  and 
thirteen  days.  In  their  family  were  seven  children, 
five  sons  and  two  daughters.  Henry  Gregory 
passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  town- 
ship and  continued  to  reside  there,  engaged  in  lum- 
bering and  farming,  until  1878,  when  the  family  re- 
moved to  Tunkhannock  township,  where  Mrs.  Greg- 
ory purchased  fifty-two  and  a half  acres  of  land, 
only  a small  portion  of  which  had  been  cleared.  To 
its  further  development  and  improvement  Mr.  Greg- 
ory at  once  turned  his  attention  and  continued  to 
carry  on  operations  as  a farmer  and  lumberman 
until  called  from  this  life,  March  2,  1889.  As  an 
honorable,  upright  man  he  was  held  in  high  regard 
by  the  entire'  community.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  in  religious  belief  was  a 
Lutheran.  For  sixteen  months  he  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  was 
wounded  by  a musket  ball  in  the  right  shoulder, 
and  when  hostilities  ceased  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. For  forty-two  years  Mrs.  Gregory  has 
been  a faithful  and  earnest  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  now  in  her  declining  years  she  is  sur- 
rounded by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances who  appreciate  her  sterling  worth. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregory 
are  as  follows:  David  Milton,  born  February  16, 

1856,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years;  Charles 
Henry,  born  March  2,  1858,  died  in  infancy;  Susana, 
born  July  29,  i860,  is  the  wife  of  Aaron  HafFner, 
of  Hamilton  township;  Edwin,  born  February  14, 

1862,  died  in  infancy ; Mary  E.,  born  January  14, 

1863,  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Keiper,  by  whom  she  had 
five  children,  Jennie,  Birdie,  Lottie  (deceased), 
Carrie  and  Dorothy,  and  they  live  in  Tunkhannock 
township;  Richard,  born  August  21,  1867,  lives  in 
Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe  .county,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  farming;  Ira,  born  September  12,  1869, 
is  in  New  Mexico ; Peter  Alvin,  born  August  26, 
1871,  is  employed  in  the  lumber  woods  of  Monroe 
county;  James  Monroe,  born  November  4,  1873, 
is  a lumberman  and  carpenter  of  Monroe  county ; 
and  Emma  Lydia,  born  October  13,  1876,  died 
April  11,  1878. 

OTTO  E.  TYLER,  a farmer  of  Damascus 
township,  Wayne  county,  is  a son  of  Calvin  and 
Caroline  (Conklin)  Tyler,  representatives  of  a 
well-known  family. 

Calvin  Tyler  on  reaching  manhood  married 
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Miss  Caroline  Conklin,  who  was  born  in  the  vicinity 
of  our  subject’s  home  in  Damascus  township, 
Wayne  county,  the  daughter  of  Simon  B.  Conk- 
lin, one  of  the  early  settlers  here.  The  children  born 
of  this  union  are  as  follows : Moses  S.,  a resident 

of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Elida  C.,  wife  of  Elton  J. 
Ross,  of  Binghamton;  Otto  E.,  the  subject  of  this 
review;  and  Allette,  wife  of  Joseph  T.  Tyler,  of 
Damascus  township.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer 
and  lumberman  by  occupation,  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years,  and  the  mother  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  forty-one.  Both  were  earnest  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  their  lives 
were  ever  in  harmony  with  its  teachings. 

Otto  E.  Tyler  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm.  On  October  15,  1882,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Phoebe  E.  Anderson,  daughter  of 
Capt.  John  Anderson,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and 
one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Callicoon,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Anderson,  whose  maiden  name  was  Dorcas 
Winslow,  was  a native  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y., 
and  died  several  years  ago.  Of  the  seven  children 
born  to  the  Captain  and  his  wife,  three  died  in 
childhood,  and  four  are  now  living,  namely : Ellen 
E. ; Mary  E. ; Calista,  wife  of  George  Lawton,  of 
Maine,  Broome  'Co.,  N.  Y. ; and  Phoebe  E.,  wife  of 
onr  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler  have  one  child, 
Florence  E.,  born  January  19,  1885. 

C.  M.  BROWNELL,  M.  D„  is  one  of  Strouds- 
burg’s leading  physicians,  his  skill  and  ability  having 
won  him  an  enviable  reputation.  He  is  a disciple 
Hahnemann  and  is  prominent  among  his  profes- 
sional brethern  as  well  as  with  the  public,  being  an 
active  member  of  the  American  Homeopathic  In- 
stitute. 

Doctor  Brownell  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock 
and  his  ancestors  in  the  paternal  line  were  Quakers 
in  religious  faith.  Jeremiah  Brownell,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1761,  at 
Little  Crompton,  N.  Y.,  but  spent  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  in  the  vicinity  of  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming.  In  his  day  transportation  facil- 
ties  were  limited,  and  the  removal  to  Hamilton  was 
made  with  a team  which  belonged  to  a Dutchman. 
The  latter  did  not  approve  of  Quaker  views  of  tem- 
perance, and  he  took  advantage  of  his  riehts  as  own- 
er and  driver  of  the  team  to  compel  Mr.  Brownell 
to  supply  a liberal  allowance  of  whiskey,  making  him 
walk  each  day  unless  the  liquor  was  duly  provided. 
Jeremiah  Brownell  died  in  New  York  State  in  1847, 
leaving  two  sons:  Alvin,  our  subject’s  grandfather; 
Thomas,  who  settled  in  Michigan. 

Alvin  Brownell  was  born  at  the  old  farm  near 
Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 
He  married  Miss  Amelia  Lancton  and  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Henry,  our  subject’s  father; 

George,  who  died  at  an  early  age ; and  Margue- 
rite. 

Henry  Brownell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a farmer  by  occupation.  In  1885,  he  located  in 
Monroe  county,  where  his  death  occurred.  In 


politics  he  was  a Democrat,  but  he  did  not  take  an 
active  share  in  partisan  work.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Arvilla  Hammond,  was  born  in 
the  village  of  Cattaraugus,  N.  Y.,  and  is  still  living 
Of  their  two  children  our  subject  was  the  elder. 
Maggie  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Mitchel, 
of  Utica,  New  York. 

Doctor  Brownell  was  born  June  23,  1859,  at 
Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  and  his  education  was  begun  in  the 
district  schools  of  that  locality.  Later  he  attended 
school  at  Easton,  Penn.,  and  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
1878  he  entered  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  was  graduated  in  1882. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  in  general  practice,  but 
he  is  considered  especially  proficient  in  surgery, 
obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women.  While  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party  he  is  not  active  in  local 
politics,  but  socially  is  prominent,  being  identified 
with  Blue  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
and  the  Knights  of  Malta.  In  company  with  other 
leading  citizens  of  Stroudsburg  he  made  a tour 
of  Europe,  and  his  account  of  his  travels,  as  pre- 
served in  his  diary,  is  of  great  interest,  show- 
ing keen  • powers  of  observation  and  fine  literary 
style. 

Dr.  Brownell,  our  subject,  married  Miss  Min- 
nie E.  Bassett,  who  was  born  June  20,  1859,  in 
Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  and  two  children  have  blessed  the 
union : Genevieve  and  Clarence.  Mrs.  Brownell 

is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
Susquehanna  county,  and  her  great-great-grand- 
father, John  Hilburn,  was  taken  prisoner  during  the 
massacre  there  in  the  early  history  of  that  locality, 
and  was  carried  to  Canada,  but  finally  returned  to 
his  home  in  Susquehanna  county. 

WILLIAM  E.  BELCHER.  This  well-known 
citizen  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
a representative  of  a class  of  agriculturists  whose 
able  and  scientific  management  produces  good  re- 
sults when  others  fail.  He  has  two  fine  farms  in 
Gibson  township,  one  of  520  acres  and  the  other 
of  200  acres,  and  devotes  his  attention  to  general 
farming,  his  work  in  various  lines  rivaling,  how- 
ever, that  of  those  who  have  chosen  them  as  spe- 
cialties. 

Mr.  Belcher  belongs  to  a well-known  pioneer 
family,  his  grandfather,  William  Belcher,  son  of 
Adam  Belcher,  having  come  to  Susquehanna  county 
from  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1794,  with  a brother, 
John.  The  section  was  then  a part  of  Luzerne 
county,  and  they  were  the  first  settlers  in  what  is 
now  .Gibson  township,  where  both  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age.  John  Belcher  had  the  first  white  child 
born  in  the  township.  William  Belcher,  who  was 
a farmer  and  blacksmith  by  occupation,  married 
Sally  Ann  Davey,  and  they  had  a large  family  of 
children,  of  whom  all  but  one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters settled  in  Illinois. 

Alanson  Belcher,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  1809,  Gibson  township,  and  after  following  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  there  for  many  years,  removed 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1313 


to  Shelby  county,  111.,  where  he  died  September  8, 
1868,  aged  nearly  sixty  years.  He  and  his  estimable 
wife,  Elizabeth  (Taylor),  who  died  in  Gibson  town- 
ship in  1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  iVmos  and  Dolly  (Sparks)  Taylor,  and 
was  also  of  pioneer  stock,  the  Taylors  coming  from 
Vermont,  the  Sparks  from  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
and  settling  in  Gibson  township.  The  father  of 
Dolly  Sparks  was  killed  in  the  Wyoming  massacre, 
but  the  mother  escaped  with  Dolly,  then  a child 
of  two  years ; they  went  as  far  as  they  could,  and 
then  laid  down  in  the  woods ; during  the  night  they 
were  disturbed  by  the  tramp  of  horses’  feet,  and  the 
mother  found  to  her  joy  that  two  sons  whom  she 
supposed  had  been  killed  had  also  escaped.  Our 
subject  is  the  eldest  of  a large  family,  the  others 
being:  Amos,  born  in  1832,  is  now  a farmer  in  Gib- 
son township  (he  was  a soldier  in  the  Rebellion)  ; 
Solomon,  born  in  1834,  died  in  1869;  John  W.  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years ; George,  born  in  Novem- 
ber, 1836,  is  a farmer  in  Gibson  township;  Adelia, 
born  in  1841,  married  Charles  Felton,  a farmer  in 
Harford  township ; Amelia,  twin  of  Adelia,  mar- 
ried Clinton  Allen,  and  died  in  1899;  Elizabeth  A., 
born  in  1844,  married  Joseph  Whiting,  a manufac- 
turer at  Montrose,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  5,  1830,  in  Gib- 
son township,  and  has  resided  at  his  present  home- 
stead since  he  was  two  months  old.  He  is  popular 
as  a citizen,  being  genial  and  approachable,  and  he 
takes  an  active  interest  in  local  politics  as  a member 
of  the  Republican  party,  having  served  six  years 
as  school  director.  On  May  12,  1864,  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to 
Miss  Samantha  A.  Carpenter,  and  the  following 
children  have  blessed  the  union : Miss  Clara  M., 

who  is  at  home,  and  is  a nurse ; Oscar  C.,  who  went 
to  Dawson  City  from  Oregon  in  1897,  and  has  been 
among  the  fortunate  gold  seekers  in  the  Klondyke ; 
William  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; 
Frank  J.,  a successful  gold  miner  who  has  been  in 
Alaska  and  Klondike  for  five  years ; Miss  Mary 
G.,  at  home ; Horace  G.,  a gold  miner  at  Dawson 
City;  Miss  Eliza  M.,  a successful  school  teacher; 
and  Miss  Rlioda  M.,  at  home.  Mrs.  Samantha  A. 
Belcher  was  born  August  14,  1836,  at  Preston, 
Wayne  county,  daughter  of  Chester  and  Eliza  M. 
(Guild)  Carpenter,  both  natives  of  Gibson  town- 
ship. The  Carpenter  family  has  been  identified  with 
Massachusetts  from  a early  date,  and  Mrs.  Belcher 
is  a great-great-granddaughter  of  Josiah  Carpen- 
ter, and  a great-granddaughter  of  Searle  Carpenter, 
of  the  Bay  State.  David  Carpenter,  her  grandfa- 
ther, was  born  at  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1811,  locating  upon  a farm  in 
Gibson  township.  A few  years  later  he  returned  to 
Massachusetts  and  married  Abbie  Follett,  who  ac- 
companied him  to  his  new  home  in  the  wilds  of  Sus- 
quehanna county.  The  Guild  family  is  also  of 
Massachusetts  stock,  and  Mrs.  Belcher  s maternal 
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grandparents,  Nathan  and  Elizabeth  (Fuller) 
Guild,  of  Massachusetts,  came  to  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1812,  to  secure  a farm. 
Mrs.  Belcher’s  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, died  in  Gibson  township  in  1839,  aged  twenty- 
six,  and  her  mother  died  in  Preston  township, 
Wayne  county,  in  1854,  aged  forty-one,  their  re- 
mains being  buried  at  Burrow’s  Hollow.  They 
were  active  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  for  many 
years.  Of  their  children : ( 1 ) Chester  C.,  who 

died  December  5,  1889,  at  Golden,  Colo.,  went  to 
Colorado  in  i860,  and  was  first  clerk  of  Jefferson 
county,  later  became  a prominent  attorney,  and 
served  as  District  Judge.  He  married  Lydia  May- 
nard. (2)  Samantha  A.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject. 
(3)  Nancy  A.,  who  died  November  18,  1898,  mar- 
ried Emanuel  Smith,  of  Colorado.  (4)  Martha 
M.  died  aged  three  years. 

ABIEL  S.  BROWN.  The  world  instinct- 
ively pays  deference  to  the  man  who  has  achieved 
success  in  life,  overcoming  the  obstacles  and  diffi- 
culties in  his  path,  and  reaching  a high  position  in 
the  business  world.  This  is  a progressive  age,  and 
he  who  does  not  advance  is  soon  left  far  behind. 
Mr.  Brown,  by  the  improvement  of  opportunities 
with  which  all  are  surrounded,  has  steadily  and 
honorably  worked  his  way  upward  and  has  attained 
a fair  degree  of  prosperity,  being  the  present  owner 
of  an  excellent  farm  of  200  acres  in  Lebanon  town- 
ship, Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Brown  is  one  of  New  England's  native 
sons,  born  at  Southbridge,  Mass.,  September  28, 
1833.  His  father  and  grandfather  both  bore  the 
name  of  Rufus,  the  former  being  one  of  a family 
of  sixteen  children.  He  was  a soldier  of  the  war 
of  1812,  and  was  a Democrat  in  politics.  In  early 
manhood  he  married  Miss  Eunice  Clemmons, 
a daughter  of  Reuben  Clemmons,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  nine  children.  The  mother, 
who  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  died  in  Massachusetts,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years,  and  the  father  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight. 

The  first  fourteen  years  of  his  life  Abiel  S. 
Brown  spent  in  the  State  of  his  nativity,  and  then 
came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  company  with  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Daniel  Green.  Here  he  subsequently 
married  Miss  Phoebe  Justin,  a native  of  Wayne 
county,  and  a daughter  of  J.  Justin,  one  of  the 
honored  pioneers  of  this  region,  who,  with  four  of 
his  sons,  was  a gallant  defender  of  the  Union  dur- 
ing the  trying  days  of  the  Civil  war.  He  married 
Miss  Caroline  Taylor,  and  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.  Of  the  nine  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  eight  are  still  living, 
namely:  Louisa,  wife  of  John  Swingle,  of  Tioga, 

Penn. ; Daniel,  a resident  of  Lebanon  township, 
Wayne  county;  Eunice,  wife  of  Samuel  Willnath, 
of  "the  same  township;  Addie,  wife  of  George 
Hadon,  also  of  Lebanon  township;  Jennie,  wife  of 
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Daniel  McReynolds,  of  Buckingham  township, 
Wayne  county ; Harvey,  who  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead; Clara,  wife  of  Frank  Scudder ; and  Mary, 
wife  of  Benton  Buss. 

Throughout  his  business  career  Mr.  Brown 
has  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  the  well-tilled  helds  and  the  neat  and  thrifty 
appearance  of  his  place  testify  to  his  skill  and 
ability  in  his  chosen  calling.  The  Republican 
party  has  always  found  in  him  a stanch  supporter, 
and  he  never  withholds  his  aid  from  any  enterprise 
which  he  believes  calculated  to  advance  the  moral, 
educational  or  material  welfare  of  his  township  or 
county,  so  that  he  justly  deserves  to  be  numbered 
among  the  valued  and  useful  citizens,  as  well  as 
the  prominent  and  representative  men,  of  his  com- 
munity. 

ANDREW  SWINGLE,  a leading  citizen  of 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  has  been 
for  many  years  identified  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  that  locality,  but  he  is  now  living  in  re- 
tirement and  enjoying  the  results  of  past  efforts. 
His  sterling  qualities  of  character  and  pleasant 
manners  have  won  him  many  friends,  and  the  fol- 
lowing history  will  be  read  with  interest. 

Mr.  Swingle  was  born  April  I,  1824,  at  the 
old  homestead  two  miles  southeast  of  South 
Canaan  Corners,  and  belongs  to  that  welLknown  and 
numerous  branch  of  the  Swingle  family  which 
traces  its  descent  from  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  who 
came  to.  America  from  Switzerland  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  war.  This  worthy  pioneer  made 
his  home  for  a time  in  New  York  State,  and  settled 
in  1783  in  what  is  now  known  as  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  building  a log  cabin  in 
the  wilderness  and  clearing  a farm.  His  wife, 
Mary  Shaffer,  bore  him  ten  children,  among  whom 
was  a son  John,  our  subject’s  grandfather.  John 
Swingle  was  married  first  to  Catherine  Moore, 
second  to  Catherine  Shorter,  and  third  to  Barbara 
Burleigh,  and  had  twenty-four  children,  four  by 
his  first  wife,  viz.:  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Jonathan 

Nickerson),  John  (2),  Eva  (Mrs.  Justus  Cobb) 
and  Conrad. 

John  Swingle  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  South  Canaan  Corners,  where  he  passed 
his  life  in  farming.  He  was  a man  of  excellent 
character,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
much  esteemed  by  his  associates.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  December,  1843,  when  he  was  aged  sixty- 
six,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Wagner,  died  in  1892,  aged  eighty  years,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Shaffertown, 
Wayne  county.  The  Wagner  family  is  prominent 
in  this  section.  John  and  Sarah  (Wagner)  Swin- 
gle had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows : 
Otho,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight ; Catherine, 
wife  of  Joseph  Woodward,  both  of  whom  died  out 
West  some  years  ago;  Polly,  who  married  Isaac 
Seeley  (deceased),  and  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of 
•sixty-five;  Elizabeth,  who  married  James  Robin- 


son, and  died  in  1889,  her  husband's  death  occur- 
ring within  the  same  week ; Adam,  who  married 
(first)  Mahala  Thorp,  and  (second)  Lucinda 
Schmar  (both  now  deceased),  and  died  in  1890; 
Samuel,  who  died  in  1883,  aged  fifty;  Lucinda, 
widow  of  Corland  Brooks,  now  residing  in  South 
Canaan  township ; Sarah  Ann,  who  married  Amos 
Spangenberg  (both  now  deceased)  ; Andrew,  onr 
subject;  Barbara,  wife  of  Samuel  Leland,  a farmer 
of  South  Washington  township ; James,  who  married 
Clarissa  Sharp,  and  resides  upon  a farm  in  Wayne 
county;  and  Frederick  and  Henrietta,  who  died  in 
childhood. 

Andrew  Swingle’s  early  life  was  spent  at  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  gained  a thorough  knowl- 
edge of  farm  work,  while  profiting  by  such  edu- 
cational opportunities  as  the  local  schools  afforded. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left  home,  and  for 
seven  months  was  employed  on  the  turnpike  at 
Milford,  Penn.  This  experience  sufficed  to  show 
him  that  there  was  “no  place  like  home,”  and  re- 
turning to  his  native  township,  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  forty  acres,  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
work.  His  thrift  and  energy  were  duly  rewarded 
by  a substantial  success,  and  after  three  years  he 
sold  that  farm  and  bought  116  acres  of  improved 
land  in  the  same  township,  where  he  continued  his 
operations  on  a larger  scale.  In  the  fall  of  1888 
he  decided  to  retire  from  active  business,  and  for 
a time  he  resided  in  Carbondale,  purchasing  a small 
place  there,  but  on  April  16,  1897,  he  took  posses- 
sion of  his  present  farm  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship. He  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  local 
affairs,  and  throughout  life  has  been  an  influential 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  At  one  time 
he  held  the  office  of  supervisor,  and  he  has  also 
served  as  school  director.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  South  Canaan  Croners,  and 
is  active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  class- 
leader  for  six  years. 

On  June  9,  1846,  Mr.  Swingle  married,  at 

South  Canaam for  his  first  wife,  Miss  Abigail 

Sharp,  who  died  March  15,  1894,  aged  sixtv-nine 
years,  her  remains  being  buried  at  South  Canaan. 
Her  parents,  John  and  Phoebe  (Seeley)  Sharp,  were 
for  many  years  residents  of  Canaan,  and  both  died 
in  Wayne  county,  the  mother  in  1893,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-eight.  On  April  16,  1897, 
Mr.  Swingle  married  Mrs.  Caroline  Corthwright, 
nee  Swingle.  Mr.  Swingle  has  four  children,  all 
by  his  first  marriage.  ( 1 ) Mary  J.  Swingle  mar- 
ried Lewis  Curtis,  of  Carbondale,  who  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Railroad  Co., 
and  seven  children  have  been  born  to  them — ■ 
George,  who  died  in  August,  1892;  Reuben  and 
Rufus,  twins,  the  former  of  whom,  a resident  of 
Carbondale,  married  Hattie  Belknap,  of  that  place, 
and  has  two  children,  Lena  and  Helen ; Rufus  died 
when  five  months  old ; Andrew,  a prominent  gold- 
miner of  Colorado,  who  also  spent  two  years  in  the 
Klondike ; Emma,  a resident  of  Carbondale ; 
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Charles,  a prominent  resident  of  Carbondale,  who 
is  head  bookkeeper  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
Coal  Co. ; and  Archie,  a machinist,  also  a resident 
of  Carbondale.  (2)  Barbara  A.  Swingle  married 
Charles  Wagner,  a machinist  at  Waymart,  and  has 
one  child,  Jessie.  (3)  Sophronius  L.  Swingle  re- 
sides upon  a farm  in  South  Canaan  township.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Day,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, all  residents  of  South  Canaan — -Myrtle  N., 
Mrs.  Ross,  who  has  one  child,  Gail  A.;  J.  Dee;  and 
Maud  A.,  Mrs.  Shaffer,  who  has  one  daughter, 
Lepha  B.  (4)  Emma  j.  Swingle  married  Freder- 
ick Martwick,  a farmer  near  Aldenville,  Penn.,  and 
has  five  children,  Andrew,  Abbie,  Rena,  Charlie 
and  Nancy. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Swingle  is  also  a descendant  of 
Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  her  father,  Harmon  Swingle, 
being  a son  of  Jacob  Swingle,  the  sixth  child  of  the 
old  pioneer.  Jacob  Swingle  was  born  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  July  24,  1870;  his  wife, 
Eva  Shaffer,  was  a native  of  Canaan  township, 
Wavn?  county.  They  had  nine  children,  viz. : 
Nancy,  who  married  Lyman  Kennedy;  Julia,  who 
married  Joseph  Brandt ; Harmon ; Emeline,  who 
married  John  Bates ; Richard ; Abby,  who  married 
Herman  Arnold ; Austin ; Adaline,  who  married 
Joseph  Swingle;  and  Catherine,  none  of  whom  are 
now  living  except  Harmon  and  Richard.  Harmon 
Swingle  was  born  August  21,  1819,  in  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  and  for  many 
years  followed  farming  in  that  locality.  He  is  an 
honorable,  upright  man,  respected  by  all  who  know 
him,  and  at  present  he  resides  upon  his  old  home- 
stead with  his  daughter  and  son-in-law.  He  was 
married,  January  14,  1842,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 

Hutchins,  of  the  same  township,  who  died  in  1888, 
aged  sixtv-four,  and  their  children  were : Albert, 

who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen ; Steward  S.,  a 
merchant  at  Plymouth,  Penn.,  who  married  Mrs. 
Martha  Van  Lone,  nee  Myers ; Caroline,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Nancy,  who  married  Doice  Daven- 
port, both  deceased;  Ephy,  deceased;  Frank  G.,  a 
farmer  in  South  Canaan  township,  who  married 
first  Arabella  Beers,  and  after  her  death  wedded 
Rena  Myers;  Lutita,  wife  of  William  Telshaw,  a' 
farmer  in  South  Canaan  township;  William  H.,  de- 
ceased; Jacob  A.,  a farmer  in  Lackawanna  county, 
Penn.,  who  married  Jessie  Mandeville,  of  Canaan 
township ; Thomas  K.,  a merchant  at  Carbondale, 
who  married  Elsa  Swingle ; and  David,  a farmer  in 
Canaan  township,  who  married  Ina  Robinson. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Swingle  was  married  first  to 
John  Corthwright,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, who  was  a son  of  William  Corthwright,  of 
New  Jersey.  He  died  September  26,  1894,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-one,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  South  Canaan.  The  following  children 
were  born  of  their  union : Edith  51.,  deceased, 

was  the  wife  of  Bert  Brownell,  a railway  employee 
at  Carbondale;  Eddie  (twin  of  Edith)  died  in  in- 
fancy; Eva  O.  is  the  wife  of  John  Case,  a car 
inspector  at  Carbondale;  Nellie  J.  is  the  wife  of 


Eban  Tucker,  a merchant  at  Carbondale;  Thomas 
E.  is  a railroad  brakeman  residing  at  Carbondale; 
Frankie  died  in  infancy ; Edna  is  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Watkins,  an  engineer  residing  at  Carbon- 
dale ; Percy  is  a resident  of  Wayne  county. 

DANIEL  S.  BUSH,  a prosperous  agriculturist 
of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the 
brave  men  who  saved  this  country  from  disunion 
in  the  days  of  the  Rebellion.  In  fnany  a desperate 
battle  he  did  gallant  service,  never  flinching  even 
when  his  comrades  fell  all  around  him  dead  or 
dying,  and  at  home  his  young  bride  bore  as  bravely 
the  anxiety  that  falls  to  the  lot  of  those  who  can 
only  "watch  and  wait.” 

Air.  Bush  is  descended  from  the  best  pioneer 
stock,  his  great-grandfather,  Jonathan  Bush,  a 
native  of  England,  having  been  among  the  first 
white  settlers  along  the  Delaware  river,  in  what  is 
now  Monroe  county.  John  Bush,  our  subject's 
grandfather,  -was  born  in  Monroe  county,  and  made 
his  home  in  Stroud  township,  where  he  cleared  a 
large  farm  about  three  miles  north  of  the  present 
town  of  Stroudsburg.  He  built  two  log  houses  on 
the  place,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Susan,  also  a native 
of  Monroe  county,  spent  their  last  days  there. 
They  had  a large  family  of  children,  as  follows : 
Benjamin,  James,  John,  George,  Daniel,  Abram, 
Betsey  (who  married  and  removed  to  the  West), 
Peggy  (wife  of  Joseph  Lee),  Annie  (who  married 
John  Lee,  of  Stroud  township),  Catherine  (widow 
of  Nelson  Cramer,  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county),  and  Susan  (wife  of  George  Dibell,  of 
White  Haven). 

Abram  Bush,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Stroud  township,  and  grew  to  manhood  at  the 
old  homestead.  He  married  Miss  Jane  Kinney, 
and  soon  afterward  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land 
near  Spragueville,  which  he  cleared  and  brought 
under  cultivation.  In  1862  he  sold  out  and  bought 
land  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  township, 
where  he  made  many  improvements,  building  a 
good  house  and  barn.  He  died  there  in  1892,  and 
his  worthy  wife  passed  away  in  December,  1864. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  their  numerous  family 
of  children.  (2)  Mary  married  Samuel  Smith,  a 
farmer  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county.  (3) 
Peter  is  a resident  of  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county.  He  married  Miss  Annie  Owens,  of  Mon- 
roe county,  and  has  had  seven  children — Percy, 
Melancthon,  Nancy,  Charles,  Clarence,  Cora  and 
Ethel.  (4)  Maggie  married  Jacob  Transue,  of 
Scranton.  (5)  William,  a resident  of  Hyde  Park, 
Scranton,  was  engaged  in  railroading  until  in- 
jured by  a train,  in  1898.  He  married  Miss 
Beckie  Bufelt,  of  Hyde  Park,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren. (6)  Annie  married  a Air.  Ace,  and  died  in 
New  Jersey  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  leaving  no 
children.  (7)  Joseph  is  a. contractor  on  the  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  and  resides 
at  Dunmore,  Penn.  He  married  Aliss  Hannah 
Weatherbee,  of  Scranton,  and  has  had  five  children, 
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of  whom  Katie  and  George  are  named.  (8) 
Ephraim,  (9)  Mary  A.,  (10)  David,  and  (n)  An- 
anias did  not  live  to  adult  age. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  October,  1840,  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
was  reared  as  a farmer  boy,  receiving  a common- 
school  • education.  He  resided  at  home  until  his 
marriage,  in  August,  1863,  to  Miss  Susan  Knecht, 
of  Gouldsboro,  Penn.,  who  was  born  in  1845,  at 
Long  Pond,  Monroe  county,  daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Annie  (Smith)  Knecht,  prominent  residents 
of  that  locality.  For  some  years  Air.  Bush  made 
his  home  at  Gouldsboro,  where  he  engaged  in  saw- 
mill work,  and  in  1876  he  bought  fifty  acres  of 
land,  adjoining  his  father’s  homestead,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved  for  a permanent  home.  In 
1897  he  purchased  the  old  homestead,  and  the  two 
farms  were  kept  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation  under 
his  able  management.  Politically  he  is  a strong 
Republican,  but  he  has  never  joined  in  the  struggle 
for  official  honors.  He  served  during  the  Civil 
war  as  a member  of  Company  F,  45th  P.  V.  I., 
under  Capt.  Fayette  Lord,  and  he  joined  Sher- 
idan's command  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  took  part 
in  numerous  battles,  including  the  hard-fought  en- 
gagements at  Fort  Steadman,  Petersburg,  Burks- 
ville  and  High  Bridge,  on  the  Weldon  railroad, 
one  of  the  fiercest  struggles  of  the  war.  His  next 
battle  was  at  Johnstown,  Va.,  where  he  remained 
until  the  surrender  of  Lee.  During  his  service 
eleven  balls  passed  through  his  clothing. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Bush  have  had  six  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living.  (1)  Joseph,  born  in  1864, 
died  in  childhood.  (2)  Flattie,  born  in  Stroud 
township,  married  James  Impt,  of  Alonroe  county, 
and  has  five  children — George,  Charles,  Wilbert, 
Beulah  and  Walter.  (3)  Wilson  is  a railroad 
brakeman  and  resides  in  East  Stroudsburg.  He 
married  Miss  Sallie  Decker,  of  Stroud  township, 
and  has  three  children — Ida,  George  and  Fayette. 

(4)  Ida  married  David  Ivresge,  of  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  had  two  children,  Lila  and  Pearley. 

(5)  Laura  married  Samuel  George,  of  Lycoming 
county,  Penn.  (6)  Sally  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  Air.  Bush  and  wife  are  leading  members  of 
the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Spragueville, 
and  can  always  be  found  on  the  side  of  progress. 

ABRAHAAI  BENNETT  KIRBY.  Wayne 
county  has  many  well-to-do  and  successful  farmers, 
who  have  accumulated  what  they  have  of  this 
world's  goods  through  individual  effort.  Among 
this  class  the  name  of  our  subject  is  entitled  to  a 
place.  For  a number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in 
railroading,  but  in  1886  he  purchased  his  present 
fine  farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  and  has  since 
given  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  Kirby  was  born  at  Alilford,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  November  22,  1832,  a son  of  David  and 
Esther  (Bennett)  Kirby,  who  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
continued  to  make  their  home  until  their  removal 


to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in  1828.  In  1834  they  be- 
came residents  of  what  is  now  Cherry  Ridge, 
Wayne  county,  but  which  at  that  time  formed  a 
part  of  Texas  township,  living  there  until  1852, 
when  they  returned  to  Orange  county,  N.  Y, 
where  the  father  died  in  1893,  aged  sixty-eight 
years.  In  early  life  he  engaged  in  school  teaching, 
and  later  followed  agriculture.  He  was  a man  of 
prominence  in  his  community,  was  a stalwart 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  often  called  upon  to 
serve  in  official  positions,  being  justice  of  the  peace 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township  many  years.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  earnest  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  knew  them.  She  was  born  September 
23,  1785,  and  died  February  25,  1870.  The  pater- 
nal great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  the  grandfather, 
John  Kirby,  was  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  latter 
was  born  in  Orange  county,  of  English  parentage, 
and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  third  in  the  order 
of  birth  in  a family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Lydia 
married  Milo  S.  Hobbs  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; 
Laura  married  Chester  Frisby  (they  are  also  de- 
ceased) ; Airs.  Jane  Smith  is  a widow,  living  in 
Middletown,  N.  Y. ; Alargaret  has  never  been 
heard  from  since  leaving  home,  several  years  ago ; 
Oliver  was  killed  by  lightning,  while  working  on 
a freight  train ; Oscar  is  a conductor  on  the  O.  W. 
railroad,  and  a resident  of  Aliddletown,  N.  Y. ; 
Gilbert  is  a farmer  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; 
Esther  is  the  wife  of  William  Cooley,  a farmer 
of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. ; and  David  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Orange  county. 

Until  eighteen  years  of  age  Air.  Kirby,  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch,  remained  with  his 
parents  upon  the  home  farm,  and  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co-.,  at  first  as- 
sisting in  the  construction  of  the  Gravity  railroad. 
For  fifteen  years  he  was  either  brakeman  or  con- 
ductor on  that  road,  running  between  Hawley  and 
Pittston,  Penn.,  and  then,  after  filling  the  position 
of  fireman  for  one  month,  he  was  promoted  to 
engineer,  in  which  capacity  he  served  the  company 
until  1886.  In  that  year  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  comprising  160 
acres  of  valuable  land,  and  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement  has  since  devoted  his  energies. 

In  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1854, 
Mr.  Kirby  was  married,  by  Rev.  Lytell,  a Presbyter- 
ian minister,  to  Aliss  Cynthia  A.  Decker.  The  only 
child  born  of  this  union,  Edwin  (now  deceased), 
married  Laura  Bearheight,  who  resides  in  Warren, 
Penn.  The  wife  and  mother  was  born  September 
23,  1835,  and  died  February  26,  1870,  being  laid 
to  rest  at  Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.  Her 
parents,  Dennis  and  Miriam  (Cobb)  Decker,  were 
natives  of  Orange  county,  where  the  father  engaged 
in  farming  throughout  life.  He  was  born  Novem- 
ber 3,  1812,  and  died  in  1869,  being  laid  to  rest  in 
that  county.  The  mother,  born  Alay  3,  1813,  is 
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still  a resident  of  Orange  county.  Their  children 
were  Cynthia  A.,  Henry  L.,  Harriet  and  Sarah  J., 
all  now  deceased ; Charles,  a physician  of  Montrose, 
Penn. ; Phoebe  A.,  deceased  wife  of  George  Reed, 
an  alderman  of  Middletown,  N.  Y. ; and  John  W., 
who  went  West,  and  has  not  been  heard  from  for 
some  time. 

At  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Kirby 
was  again  married,  September  17,  1873,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Bettie  Grant,  Rev.  James 
Taylor,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  perform- 
ing the  ceremony.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  them:  Flora,  now  deceased;  and  Nannie  C. 

and  Alvin  S.,  both  at  home.  Mrs.  Kirby  was  born 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  July  8,  1850,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Clarissa  (Myers)  Grant,  natives  of 
Susquehanna  and  Wayne  counties,  respectively. 
They  were  married  at  Honesdale,  where  they  made 
their  home  for  a number  of  years,  while  Mr.  Grant 
was  employed  as  brakeman  and  conductor  on  the 
Gravity  railroad.  In  1850  they  removed  to  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  where  Mr.  Grant  engaged  in  farm- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  January,  1893, 
aged  seventy-two  years ; he  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Honesdale  cemetery.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics, 
served  his  fellow  citizens  as  school  director,  tax 
collector,  and  in  other  local  offices,  and  socially  was 
a Freemason.  His  widow,  who  was  born  July  19, 
1822,  resides  at  Hoadley’s,  Cherry  Ridge  township. 
Besides  Bettie,  Mrs.  Kirby,  they  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  named  children : Sarah  J.,  now  the 

widow  of  Stephen  Bigart,  and  a resident  of  Hoad- 
ley's ; William,  baggagemaster  on  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  railroad,  and  a resident  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn. ; Catherine,  a resident  of  Dunmore ; War- 
ren, a railroad  engineer,  living  in  Dunmore ; Clara, 
wife  of  Henry  Babcock,  who  is  engaged  in  clerk- 
ing in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Lula  G.,  wife  of  Edward 
Gee,  an  architect  of  Scranton ; and  Willard,  a resi- 
dent of  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county. 

In  casting  his  ballot,  Mr.  Kirby  endeavors  to 
support  the  best  man  for  the  office,  and  though  he 
generally  votes  for  the  Democratic  candidate,  he  is 
not  bound  by  party  ties.  Socially  he  affiliates  with 
the  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Salem  Corners,  Wayne  county, 
while  religiously  he  is  a leading  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  steward,  class-leader  and  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  for  many  years.  His  life  is  a 
living  illustration  of  what  ability,  energy  and  force 
of  character  can  accomplish,  and  the  community 
where  he  makes  his  home  has  been  enriched  by  his 
example. 

NELSON  LA  TOURETTE,  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative prominent  men  of  Lebanon  township, 
Wayne  county,  was  born  there  July  1,  1839,  a son 
of  John  La  Tourette,  a native  of  Staten  Island,  New 
York. 

The  La  Tourettes  were  French  Huguenots 
who  were  expelled  from  France  about  the  time  of 
the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  1685.  The 


first  authentic  knowledge  we  have  is  that  the  Count 
and  Countess  La  Tourette  were  notified  at  that 
time  that  they  were  about  to  be  assassinated.  They 
had  a large  party,  to  which  all  the  neighboring 
gentry  were  invited,  and  when  the  fun  was  at  its 
height  left  the  party,  making  their  way  to  the  sea 
coast,  and  boarding  a vessel  bound  for  Charleston, 
N.  C.,  the  count  taking  nothing  but  his  jewels  and 
his  Huguenot  Bible.  1 he  ship  was  blown  out  of  her 
course  and  wrecked  on  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.  The 
next  record  is  of  the  marriage  of  Jean  La  Tourette 
to  Maria  Mersereau,  daughter  of  Jean  Mersereau, 
from  Moise,  in  Juintonge,  France,  July  16,  1693. 
I hey  had  a son  Peter  (Pierre),  born  November 
2 2,  1697.  He  had  a son,  Peter  (Pierre),  born  1730, 
who  married  a Mersereau,  and  they  were  our  sub- 
ject's great-grandparents.  The  above  facts  were 
taken  from  the  records  of  the  French  Church  in 
New  York,  and  also  from  the  French  Church  in 
Staten  Island,  N.  Y.  The  Mersereau  family  were 
of  the  French  nobility,  and  claim  descent  from 
Josue  Mersereau,  generale  de  la  garde  royale,  and 
Josue  Mersereau  Rochefort. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  Peter  La  Tourette, 
was  born  on  Staten  Island  in  1774.  He  became  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Wayne  county,  and,  being  a 
skilled  blacksmith,  was  known  far  and  near  for  his 
good  and  reliable  work.  He  married  Rebecca  Moore, 
a lady  of  Scotch  lineage,  who  was  born  September 
22>  1773 ’ i’1  Woodbridge,  N.  J.,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Mary  Moore,  and  their  union  was  blessed  with 
eight  children:  Samuel,  Jacob,  Lorane,  Mary,  Delia, 
Samuel  (2),  Mary  (2),  and  John. 

When  a mere  boy  John  La  Tourette  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  early  becoming  familiar  with  the 
arduous  task  of  clearing  and  developing  the  wild 
timber  land  into  highly-cultivated  fields.  He  mar- 
ried Sallie  Ann  Whatcraft,  a daughter  of  Edward 
and  Rebecca  (Rodgers)  Whatcraft,  in  whose  fam- 
ily were  three  daughters  and  one  son.  Her  father 
was  the  first  settler  on  the  Newberry  turnpike,  lo- 
cating there  when  the  country  round  about  was 
almost  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  covered  with  a 
dense  growth  of  timber.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  La 
Tourette  were  born  seven  children,  as  follows: 
Jonathan,  who  now  makes  his  home  in  the  far 
West;  Mary  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Charles  Scud- 
der ; Jackson,  a resident  of  Lebanon  township, 
Wayne  county;  Nelson,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Eli- 
jah, of  Warren  county,  Penn.;  Lorane,  who  died 
leaving  a widow  and  children,  living  in  Wayne 
county ; and  Reed,  who  died  in  the  same  county, 
leaving  a widow  and  one  child.  The  parents,  most 
estimalDle  people,  were  devout  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  the  father  was  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican in  politics.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  vears,  leaving  a valuable  farm  of  100  acres, 
besides  some  stock  and  other  property.  His  wife 
passed  away  at  the  advanced  age  of  eightv-six 
years. 

Nelson  La  Tourette  passed  his  boyhood  and 


1818 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


youth  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads, 
assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  fields,  and 
attending  the  district  schools  when  his  services  were 
not  needed  at  home.  Throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness life  he  has  been  interested  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  prosperity  has  crowned  his  efforts,  so 
that  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a fine  farm  of  234  acres, 
which  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
improved. 

On  May  18,  1864,  Mr.  La  Tourette  married 
Miss  Susan  Robinson,  a daughter  of  James  Rob.nson, 
who  by  his  first  marriage  to  Mary  Haigh  had  a fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  namely:  Samuel,  John,  James, 
Tamar,  Mary,  Sarah  and  Hannah.  Some  time  after 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Robinson  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Hall,  daughter  of  E.  Hall,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children:  Franklin  H.,  who  was  a 
Union  soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county;  and 
Susan,  wife  of  our  subject.  The  father,  who  was  a 
native  of  Lancashire,  England,  died  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Politically  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  religiously  a member  of  the  Church 
of  England  or  the  Episcopal  denomination.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  La  Tourette  have  a family  of  six  children: 
Frank  B.,  who  is  at  home  with  his  parents;  John, 
a carpenter  by  trade;  Jean  D.,  who  was  married, 
February  16,  1898,  to  Miss  Madge  Robinson,  of 
Elmhurst,  Penn. ; Ernest,  who  married  Anne  Sears, 
and  resides  at  home ; J.  Roy ; and  Vera,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  ten  months  and  twenty-two  days. 
With  the  Methodist  Church  the  parents  hold  mem- 
bership, and  Mr.  LaTourette  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  His  pleasant,  courteous  manner 
has  gained  for  him  many  warm  friends,  and  few 
men  in  his  community  are  more  popular  or  held  in 
higher  esteem  than  he. 

ELI  B.  SMITH,  a well-known  citizen  of  Frank- 
lin Forks,  has  gained  recognition  and  prestige  as 
one  of  the  influential  and  representative  business 
men  of  Susquehanna  county.  His  success  illustrates 
most  forcibly  the  possibilities  that  are  open  to  young 
men  who  possess  sterling  business  qualifications,  for 
he  started  out  in  life  empty-handed,  and  has  steadily 
worked  his  way  upward  to  a position  of  affluence. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  N. 
Y.,  March  15,  1825,  a son  of  Joseph  and  Belinda 
(Bartram)  Smith,  natives  of  Litchfield  county, 
Conn.,  whose  farm  adjoined  that  of  Jay  Gould’s 
father,  and  the  noted  millionaire  was  his  bovhood 
playmate.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject, Joseph  and  Lydia  (Beers)  Smith,  were  also 
natives  of  that  State,  were  farming  people,  and  died 
in  Roxbury,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.  The  maternal 
grandparents,  Eli  and  Dolly  (Lyon)  Bartram,  were 
born  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Ash- 
tabula county,  Ohio.  Throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness life  Mr.  Bartram  followed  farming,  but  his  last 
days  were  spent  in  retirement  from  labor.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1792,  and  on 
April  19,  1844,  removed  from  Roxbury,  Delaware 


Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  purchased  a tract  ot  143  acres  of 
land  and  built  a tannery,  operating  same  until  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  seven  years  later.  In  1857  he  and 
his  wife  removed  to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  and  in 
Woodbury  township  he  bought  land,  on  which  he 
engaged  m farming  until  called  from  this  Hie,  in 
1808,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years  and  one  month, 
his  remains  being  interred  on  his  farm,  which  has 
since  been  converted  into  a public  cemetery.  He  was 
a man  of  prominence,  and  had  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  November  24,  1798,  died  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Beebe,  in  Franklin  Forks,  October 
30,  1896,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Franklin  Forks 
cemetery.  The  children  of  the  family  were  Lydia, 
deceased,  who  (first)  married  Stillman  Fuller,  and 
(second)  Bealey  Cogswell,  both  Baptist  ministers; 
Clara,  deceased  wife  of  Asa  Fuller;  Edwin  D.,  de- 
ceased; Eli  B.,  our  subject;  Dolly  B.,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward L.  Beebe,  of  Franklin  Forks;  Mary  A.,  who 
(first)  married  Edgar  Smith,  and  (second)  Will- 
iam White,  and  died  in  Wisconsin ; Israel,  deceased ; 
Jane,  who  married  William  Stevens,  and  died  in 
Minnesota;  Emily,  who  married  Daniel  Bordman, 
and  died  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Joseph  Al- 
fred, who  died  during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war. 

Eli  B.  Smith  continued  at  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  in  the  mean- 
time worked  in  his  father’s  tannery,  until  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  after  which  he  was  employed  in  a 
sawmill  for  four  years.  Subsequently  he  worked 
as  a farm  hand  until  his  marriage,  and  then  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter’s  trade  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing for  thirty  years.  He  has  since  opened  a store 
at  Franklin  Forks  for  his  sons,  but  does  not  him- 
self actively  engage  in  mercantile  pursuits.  As' one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  community  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  in  several  township  offices,  has 
been  collector,  a member  of  the  election  board,  and 
was  deputy  United  States  marshal  during  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion.  In  his  political  affiliations  lie  is  a 
Republican. 

In  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
March  5,  1851,  Mr.  Smith  wedded  Miss  Sarah 
Beebe,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children : ( 1 ) 
Gilbert  H.,  a merchant  of  Franklin  Forks,  was 
married  October  24,  1877,  to  Rose  Vance,  and  they 
have  four  children,  Ori!  W.,  Alma  E.,  Ward  and 
Grace.  (2)  Perry,  who  was  killed  by  lightning 
May  31,  1S93,  married  Edith  Beebe,  and  they  had 
seven  children,  Myron,  Everitt,  Clark,  Harry,  Macia, 
Glenn  and  Walter. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  March  4,  1831,  a daughter  of 
Harry  and  Oril  (Waller)  Beebe,  natives  of  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.,  wdio  on  coming  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, in  1828,  first  located  in  Brooklyn  township, 
where  they  spent  two  years.  The  following  three 
years  they  passed  in  Forest  Lake  township,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  removed  to  Franklin  township, 
where  the  father  died  in  1875,  at  the  age,  of  seventy- 
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nine  years.  The  mother  died  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
Edward  L.  Beebe,  in  Franklin  Forks,  in  1886, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Franklin 
Forks  cemetery.  To  them  were  born  six  children, 
namely:  Lyman,  who  died  during  his  service  in 
the  Civil  war;  Phineas  W.,  a retired  mechanic  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Henry,  who  died  in  1885 ; 
Edward  L.,  a resident  of  Franklin  Forks ; Margaret, 
deceased,  who  (first)  married  H.  Pearson,  and 
(second)  S.  L.  Stillwell;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  our 
subject.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Timothy  and 
Sarah  (Loverage)  Beebe,  were  born  in  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.,  of  Welsh  extraction,  and  died  in 
Windsor,  N.  Y.  In  his  younger  days  the  grandfa- 
ther followed  shoemaking,  but  he  later  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming. 

AARON  E.  STOCKHOLM,  who  occupies  no 
unimportant  position  among  the  leading  citizens  of 
Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in 
Stormville,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  December,  1837, 
and  belongs  to  a family  of  Swedish  origin. 

Our  subject's  grandfather,  William  Stockholm, 
was  a resident  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  two  sons,  Aaron  and  William,  grew  to  manhood. 
The  former  went  West,  while  the  latter,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  finally  came  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. On  reaching  man’s  estate  William  Stockholm 
married  Miss  Charlotte  Brown,  a daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Nancy  Brown,  who  belonged  to  one  of  the 
old  families  of  Dutchess  county.  After  their  mar- 
riage the  young  couple  lived  on  a farm  in  that 
county  -for  some  years,  and  in  1852  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  locating  near  Lawsville, 
where  Air.  Stockholm  operated  a farm  on  shares 
for  some  time.  He  then  rented  the  Mitchell  farm, 
at  Stumpville,  and  in  1857  purchased  a farm  at 
Salt  Springs,  Franklin  township,  a large  portion 
of  which  he  cleared  and  improved.  At  that  place  he 
made  his  home  until  his  death,  in  October,  1878. 
His  wife  departed  this  life  in  April,  1883.  Our 
subject  is  one  of  a family  of  ten  children  born  to 
this  worthy  couple,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
(1)  Jane,  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  married 
Charles  Shaffer,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  had 
one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  married  Eugene 
King,  now  deceased,  of  Hallstead,  Penn,  For  her 
second  husband  Jane  married  Charles  Morey,  of 
Philadelphia,  where  she  now  resides.  (2)  Rachel 
M.,  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years.  (3)  Sarah  E.,  born  in  the  same 
county,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  W.  Palmer,  of  Franklin 
Forks,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  they  have  six 
sons,  William,  Walter,  Charles,  Bert,  Frederick  and 
Ernest.  Mr.  Palmer  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  is  crippled  by  a wound  received  at  Mine 
Run,  in  1863.  (4)  John  J.,  born  in  St.  Andrew., 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  served  for  three  years  during 
the  Civil  war,  is  a member  of  the  141st  P. 
V.  I.,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg. He  wedded  Mary  Briggs,  of  Susque- 


hanna county,  and  is  engaged  in  mercantile  trade 
in  Great  Bend  township.  'Their  children  are  Har- 
ris, Oliver,  Francis  and  John.  (5)  George  P.,  born 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  entered  the  service  of  his 
country  during  the  Rebellion  as  a member  of  the 
151st  P.  V.  L,  and  in  1864  re-enlisted  in  the  1st 
New  York  Rifles.  He  participated  in  several  bat- 
tles. He  married  Gaitie  Ivronk,  of  Rush  township, 
and  now  resides  on  his  father’s  old  homestead  at 
Franklin  Forks.  He  has  four  children — Lottie,  wife 
of  Dr.  Merrill,  a leading  physician  of  Hallstead; 
Edward,  who  is  married,  and  lives  in  Franklin 
township ; Archie,  who  enlisted  during  the  war  with 
Spain  in  the  13th  P.  V.  I.,  and  died  of  fever  at  Camp 
Alger,  Ya.,  in  August,  1898  ; and  Richard,  at  home. 
(6)  Catherine,  born  in  Franklin  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  married  a Mr.  Cosier,  by  whom 
she  had  two  children,  Nathan  (deceased)  and 
Embny.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Augustus  Hauser, 
a confectioner  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (7)  Henrietta, 
born  in  Franklin  township,  is  the  wife  of  Nathan 
Jones,  a farmer  of  Middletown  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  their  children  are : May,  wife  of 
J.  N.  Felker,  of  Montrose;  Theron ; Maud,  wife  of 
a Mr.  Whipple,  a soldier  of  the  Spanish  war ; Lot- 
tie; Albert  and  Alice,  twins;  and  Ruth.  (81  Al- 
bert, born  in  Franklin  township,  married  Catherine 
Goble,  of  Great  Bend,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children — Edna  and  Florence,  residents  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; and  Charles,  who  is  a student  in 
Girard  College,  Philadelphia.  Albert  owned  a block 
of  buildings  in  Hallstead,  Penn.,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  in  September,  1887.  His  wife 
survived  him  only  six  months.  (9)  Ida  M.,  born  in 
Franklin  township,  is  the  wife  of  Hiram  Stone,  of 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Jessie  and  Lillie. 

Aaron  E.  Stockholm,  our  subject,  attended  school 
in  Walden,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  later  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  and  he  assisted  his  father 
in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  after  the  Civil 
war  broke  out.  In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  44th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  W.  N. 
Danks,  now  of  Chicago.  This  regiment  was  known 
as  the  Peoples  Ellsworth  Regiment  of  New  York, 
and  was  sworn  into  the  United  States  service  at 
Albany  in  October,  1861,  for  three  years,  being  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  Gen. 
George  B.  McClellan.  Their  first  engagement  was 
at  Yorktown,  in  May,  1862,  when  they  drove  the 
enemy  back  to  Williamsburg ; then  followed  the 
battle  of  Hanover  Court  House,  where  their  losses 
were  very  heavy,  and  where  Mr.  Stockholm  received 
a slight  scalp  wound,  while  a minie  ball  passed 
through  his  canteen.  Returning  to  Gaines  Mill,  the 
regiment  remained  there  until  June  26,  1862,  which 
was  the  beginning  of  the  seven-days’  fight.  On 
the  27th  they  occupied  the  extreme  left  of  Porter’s 
| Division  and  lost  225,  and  in  swimming  the  Chicka- 
hominy  river  lost  25  prisoners.  The  following  day, 
with  the  Irish  Brigade,  they  defended  White  Oak 
Swamps,  keeping  the  Rebels  back.  On  June  30, 
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the  regiment  was  on  the  left  of  the  army  at  Mal- 
vern hill,  where  they  supported  the  old  Bragg  bat- 
tery, which  the  enemy  tried  to  capture  at  2 P.  M. 
but  the  44th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  then  consisting  of  189 
men,  went  to  their  defense,  and  saved  the  battery, 
though  they  lost  seven  color  bearers.  Here  the 
Confederates  were  driven  back  toward  Richmond, 
but  the  44th  New  York  only  numbered  eighty- 
nine  men  at  the  close  of  the  battle.  Returning 
to  Harrison’s  Landing,  they  were  re-organized 
with  two  new  companies,  and  in  their  next  engage- 
ment, at  Ruffin’s  Farm,  captured  four  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. They  then  marched  to  meet  Rope's  army 
at  Aqua  Creek,  and  on  to  Fredericksburg,  and  in 
August  participated  in  the  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  where  they  charged  in  an  open  field  and  the 
regiment  was  reduced  from  300  to  38,  officers  and 
men.  They  marched  to  Arlington  Heights  to  re- 
cruit, and  then  joined  the  army  at  Frederick  City, 
Md.,  continuing  on  the  march  to  South  Mountain 
and  to  Antietam,  where  Burnside’s  troops  were 
massed  to  take  the  stone  bridge.  In  a skirmish  at 
Blue  Mills  they  supported  the  118th  P.  V.  I.  In 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  in  December,  1862, 
they  lost  heavily.  They  next  marched  to  the  Rapi- 
dan,  which  they  crossed  at  Raccoon  ford,  and  held 
the  Rebels  in  check  until  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville.  They  were  with  Burnside  on  his  famous 
march  through  the  mud.  When  Lee  marched  to- 
ward Gettysburg,  they  went  to  meet  him  on  the  Bal- 
timore Pike,  by  way  of  Little  York,  and  after  march- 
ing thirty-five  miles  in  one  day  entered  the  engage- 
ment on  the  second  day  of  the  battle,  without  rest. 
Here  their  small  recruited  regiment  lost  one-fourth 
of  its  number,  but  the  brigade  captured  1,600  pris- 
oners. They  then  marched  back  to  Rappahannock 
Station  and  on  to  Culpeper,  where  they  were 
flanked  by  the  Rebels,  and  returned  fi>  Fairfax 
Court  House.  Finding  the  Rebels  entrenched  at 
Rappahannock  Station,  an  engagement  was  brought 
on,  and  one  division  of  Union  troops  captured  their 
battery  and  2,800  prisoners,  which  ended  the  cam- 
paign of  1863. 

While  in  camp  on  the  Rappahannock,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1863,  Mr.  Stockholm  re-enlisted  for  three  years, 
and  was  granted  a furlough,  which  he  spent  at  home. 
During  this  time  he  was  married,  January  11, 1864, to 
Miss  Annie  E.  Coley,  a daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Green!  Coley,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  On  Janu- 
ary 27  he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Alexandria,  Va., 
as  provost  guard  and  train  guard  from  Alexandria 
to  Brandy  Station,  and  soon  afterward  took  part 
in  a skirmish  near  Manassas  with  Mosby’s  guer- 
rillas, capturing  eighty  of  their  number.  In  May 
the  regiment  marched  to  the  Rapidan,  and  in  the 
engagement  at  Mine  Run  captured  400  prisoners 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Near  Spottsylvania 
they  met  the  enemy  at  Laurel  Hill,  and  charged 
their  works ; twenty-five  members  of  the  44th  N. 
Y.  V.  I.  were  captured,  our  subject  among  them, 
and  they  were  furnished  with  but  little  food  during 
the  following  eight  days.  At  Beaver  Dam  Station, 


however,  they  were  recaptured  by  Sheridan’s  cavalry, 
and  then  marched  to  meet  the  Army  of  the  James, 
taking  part  on  the  way  in  a skirmish  with  a Rebel 
cavalry  regiment  near  Richmond.  Arriving  at  City 
Point,  they  took  boat  to  Alexandria,  re-armed,  and 
on  reaching  Big  Anna  river  took  part  in  the  battle 
known  as  North  Anna.  They  were  in  the  hard- 
fought  battle  of  Bethesda  Church,  where  Stewart’s 
battery  made  a charge,  and  crossing  the  James  river 
attacked  Petersburg,  meeting  with  heavy  loss.  In 
June  our  subject,  with  his  command,  formed  an  in- 
dependent battalion  of  200  sharpshooters,  known  as 
the  5th  Corps  Sharpshooters,  and  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Yellow  Tavern  defeated  the  entire  Rebel 
brigade  by  picking  off  officers.  Mr.  Stockholm  re- 
mained a sharpshooter  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  as  such  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Hatcher's 
Run.  In  December,  1864,  he  started  with  his  regi- 
ment for  North  Carolina,  and  later  returned  to 
Petersburg,  where  he  was  granted  a furlough  and  re- 
turned home.  While  returning  to  his  regiment  he 
was  taken  ill  at  Philadelphia,  and  sent  to  hospital, 
from  which  he  was  honorably  discharged  June  16, 
1865. 

Joining  his  young  wife,  Mr.  Stockholm  located 
on  a farm  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  owned  and  operated  fifty  acres  of 
land  until  1872.  He  then  bought  a lot  of  fifty  acres 
in  Liberty  township,  and  later  exchanged  the  two  lots 
for  a 100-acre  farm  in  Liberty  township,  where  he 
lived  until  1891.  He  then  removed  to  his  present 
farm  of  100  acres  in  the  same  township,  which  he 
lived  until  1891.  He  then  removed  to  his  present 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  improved  with 
good  substantial  buildings  which  stand  as  monu- 
ments to  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stockholm  have  had  a family  of 
eleven  children,  namely : ( 1 ) Clara,  born  in  De- 
cember, 1867,  was  married,  in  1891,  to  Edwin 
Lamson,  of  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Blanch,  Bell  and  Ralph.  (2)  Will- 
iam J.,  born  October  13,  1869,  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools,  and  in  1892  went  to  North  Da- 
kota, and  from  there  to  Oakland,  Oregon,  where 
he  purchased  real  estate.  Later  he  went  to  Califor- 
nia, and  while  working  for  a Mr.  Edison,  in  that 
State,  took  a train  load  of  cattle  to  San  Francisco. 
There  he  enlisted,  in  September,  1898,  in  Company 
M,  23rd  U.  S.  Infantry,  re-enlisted  in  June,  1899, 
for  two  years,  in  Company  C,  37th  Vol.  Infantry,  in 
which  he  holds  the  rank  of  corporal,  and  is  now  with 
the  army  in  Manila.  He  is  a young  man  of  many 
noble  qualities,  and  is  very  highly  spoken  of  by 
his  many  friends.  (3)  Harry,  born  in  August,  1871, 
was  married,  October  9,  1889,  to  Elizabeth  Toby, 
and  resides  in  North  Jackson,  Susquehanna  county. 
They  have  three  children,  Seth,  Cecil  and  Eunice. 
(4)  Vene,  born  in  November,  1872,  married  Matie 
Ingraham,  of  Liberty  township,  and  they  reside  on 
his  farm  in  New  Milford  township.  Their  children 
are  Paul  and  Roland.  (5)  Ira,  born  October  13, 
1874,  enlisted  in  the  13th  P.  V.  I.  during  the  war 
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with  Spain,  was  at  Camp  McKenzie,  Augusta,  Ga., 
and  is  now  at  home.  (6)  George,  born  in  May, 
1876,  died  in  December,  1884.  (7)  Lisle,  born  in 
December,  1878,  is  at  home.  (8)  Annie  B.,  born 
August  14,  1881,  is  a scholarly  young  lady;  she 
graduated  from  the  Oakland  school  at  the  early  age 
of  sixteen  years.  (9)  Frank,  born  in  September, 
1883,  (10)  Myrtle,  born  in  November,  1885,  and 
(11)  Sydney,  born  April  27,  1888,  are  all  attending 
school. 

Mr.  Stockholm  is  independent  in  politics.  He 
has  most  capably  filled  a number  of  local  offices  in 
bis  township,  and  has  also  been  adjuster  for  the 
Farmers  Alliance  Insurance  Company,  and  lecturer 
for  the  Alliance  for  a number  of  years.  Religiously 
be  and  his  family  are  all  identified  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  of  Franklin  Forks,  and  take 
an  active  pant  in  Church  work.  He  has  served  as 
trustee  of  the  Church  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath-school.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  South- 
worth  Post  No.  222,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Franklin  Forks, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  commander  and  chap- 
lain, having  held  the  latter  office,  to  which  he  was 
unanimously  elected,  for  fourteen  years. 

ELBERT  L.  BLAICESLEE,  M.  D.,  late  a resi- 
dent of  Montrose,  was  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  the  Susquehanna 
County  Bar. 

Dr.  Blakeslee  was  born  May  15,  1843,  at  Dim- 
ock, Penn.,  a son  of  Hiram  and  Amanda  (Whip- 
ple) Blakeslee,  and  grandson  of  Benjamin  Blakes- 
lee, one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Dimock,  who  came 
from  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  1801.  As  a boy 
our  subject  attended  the  district  school  of  his  neigh- 
borhood and  the  Harford  and  Montrose  Academies. 
The  firing  on  Fort  Sumter  called  out  his  patriotism, 
and  dropping  his  studies,  he  enlisted,  becoming  a 
private  in  Company  H,  4th  Pennsylvania  Reserves. 
His  military  service  while  not  long  was  an  honorable 
one.  He  was  discharged  December  31,  1862,  with  the 
rank  of  corporal.  In  1865  our  subject  was  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  Universitv  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  receiving  the  degree  of  M. 
D.  After  three  years  of  practice  at  Brooklyn,  Penn., 
he  found  the  profession  not  suited  to  his  tastes,  and  re- 
turned to  Ann  Arbor,  entering  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  University.  After  engaging  in  the 
study  of  the  law  there  for  one  term  he  came  to 
Montrose,  and  furthered  his  studies  under  R.  R. 
Little  and  Hon.  L.  F.  Fitch,  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1869,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death,  in 
1893,  was  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  at  Mont- 
rose, and  was  retained  in  many  of  the  important 
cases  tried  at  the  Susquehanna  Bar.  He  prosecuted 
and  convicted  O’Mara  in  1874.  He  defended  Mc- 
Cormick, who  was  convicted  of  murder  in  the  sec- 
ond degree  in  1880,  and  the  same  year  defended 
Warren,  who  was  also  convicted  in  the  second 
degree.  He  also  defended  Tiffany,  who  was 
indicted  in  1886  for  murder.  Dr.  Blakeslee  made 
quite  a reputation  for  himself  as  a criminal  lawyer. 


He  was  a man  of  culture  and  poetic  inspiration,  of 
generous  nature  and  sympathy,  and  threw  his  whole 
soul  into  the  cause  in  which  he  was  enlisted.  He 
was  eloquent  and  impressive  in  argument,  and  act- 
ive and  ever  alert  in  examining  witnesses.  He  was  a 
very  versatile  man — in  fact  a veritable  genius,  and 
was  a great  lover  of  nature.  He  delivered  the 
centennial  poem  on  the  fair  grounds  at  Montrose, 
in  1876. 

Dr.  Blakeslee  married  Mary  E.  Little  (daughter 
of  the  late  R.  B.  Little),  of  Montrose,  who  with  one 
son,  Elbert  L.,  survives  him. 

JESSUP.  The  ancestors  of  the  Jessups,  of 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  have  for  upward 
of  two  and  one-half  centuries  dwelt  in  New  England 
and  the  Eastern  States.  From  almost  the  dawn  of 
the  nineteenth  century  Montrose  has  been  the  home 
of  some  of  the  posterity  of  Maj.  Zebulon  Jessup,  who 
resided  at  Southampton,  L.  I.,  and  whose  son,  the 
late  Hon.  William  Jessup,  LL.  D.,  a man  of  edu- 
cation and  culture,  rose  to  distinction  in  the  legal 
profession,  on  the  Bench,  and  in  public  life  in 
Pennsylvania,  having  early  in  the  century  taken  up 
his  home  in  Montrose.  Here  he  reared  a family 
who  have  sustained  in  their  various  walks  of  life 
the  high  reputation  of  the  father,  among  them  being 
Hon.  William  H.  Jessup,  a distinguished  lawyer  of 
Scranton,  Penn.,  with  residence  in  the  old  home 
village  of  Montrose;  the  late  Huntting  C.  Jessup,  a 
lawyer  of  ability  at  Montrose ; and  Revs.  Henry 

II.  Jessup,  D.  D.,  and  Samuel  Jessup,  ,D.  D.,  men 
of  prominence  in  the  foreign  missionary  service  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  field  of  their  operations 
being  Syria. 

I.  John  Jessup,  the  first  American  ancestor  of 
this  branch  of  the  Jessup  family,  before  1641  was  a 
landed  proprietor  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  where  his 
name  appears  on  record  as  John  Gossope.  About 
1641  he  was  one  of  a party  of  twenty  who,  with 
their  minister,  Richard  Denton,  organized  the  new 
town  of  Stamford,  in  southwestern  Connecticut.  In 
1644  Mr.  Denton,  with  some  of  his  friends,  removed 
to  Hampstead,  on  Long  Island,  and  not  far  from 
that  time  John  Jessup  had  made  Southampton  his 
permanent  home.  Denton  was  from  Yorkshire, 
whither  he  ultimately  returned,  and  his  friends, 
Jessup  among  them,  may  well  be  supposed  to  have 
been  Yorkshiremen.  The  late  Hon.  William  Jessup, 
LL.  D.,  of  Montrose,  was  a descendant  in  the  sixth 
generation  from  this  John  Jessup,  the  line  of  his 
descent  being  through  John  (2),  Henry,  Thomas, 
and  Zebulon. 

II.  John  Jessup  (2),  son  of  John  Jessup,  mar- 
ried, in  1669,  Elizabeth . In  his  will  (1710)  he 

mentions  his  wife  Elizabeth. 

III.  Henry  Jessup,  son  of  John  Jessup  (2), 

born  in  1681,  married  Bethia , and  died  in  1736. 

IV.  Deacon  Thomas  Jessup,  son  of  Henry 
Jessup,  born  in  1721,  married  (first)  Mehitabel 

, and  (second),  in  1770,  Sybil . His  nine 

children  were  all  by  the  first  marriage. 
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V.  Maj.  Zebulon  Jessup,  son  of  Thomas 
Jessup,  born  September  15,  1755,  married,  De- 
cember 6,  1780,  Zerviah  Huntting,  who  was  born 
January  5,  1757.  He  died  June  8,  1822,  and  she 
died  May  25,  1835.  Their  children  were:  Samuel 
H.,  born  in  1781,  died  in  1822  ; Abigail,  born  in  1785, 
married  Josiah  Foster;  Mary,  born  in  1787,  mar- 
ried Austin  Howell,  and  died  in  1819;  Harriet,  born 
in  1790,  married  Capt.  George  Post,  and  died  in 
1830;  Fanny,  born  in  1792,  married  Sylvanus  S. 
Mulford;  Nancy,  born  in  1793,  died  in  1796;  Will- 
iam was  born  June  21,  1797;  and  Sylvester  was  born 
in  1800. 

Hon.  William  Jessup,  LL.  D.,  son  of  Major 
Zebulon  Jessup,  was  born  June  21,  1797,  in  South- 
ampton, L.  I.,  the  home  of  his  ancestors  for  genera- 
tions. He  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1815, 
and  in  1818  removed  to  Montrose,  Penn.,  where  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Almon  H.  Read.  The  fol- 
lowing winter  he  taught  the  first  term  of  school  in 
the  first  academy  in  the  village.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  February,  1820.  In  January,  1824,  he 
was  appointed  Register  and  Recorder  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  by  Gov.  Schultze,  and  was  re-appoint- 
ed by  the  succeeding  Gov.  Wolf,  holding  the  office 
nine  years,  and  declining  a re-appointment  in  1833. 
From  1838  to  1851  he  was  Presiding  Judge  of  the 
Eleventh  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
then  comprised  the  counties  of  Luzerne,  Pike  and 
Monroe.  Plis  first  constitutional  term  on  the  Bench 
expired  in  1848,  and  he  was  re-appointed  by  Gov. 
Johnston  to ‘the  District  then  composed  of  Susque- 
hanna, Wayne  and  Wyoming  counties,  continuing 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  until  the 
expiration  of  his  term,  in  1851.  During  his  service 
on  the  Bench  Judge  Jessup  gained  a wide  celebrity 
in  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  which  extended 
throughout  the  State.  This  popularity  led  to  his 
nomination,  by  the  Whig  party,  as  one  of  the  five 
Judges  of  the  Suqreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealth, 
an  office  then  first  made  elective.  He  shared  the 
fate  of  his  compeers,  the  Whigs,  who  were  in  the 
minority,  being  defeated.  On  retiring  from  the 
Bench  Judge  Jessup,  then  in  the  prime  of  life  and 
with  the  prestige  of  his  wide  experience  on  the 
Bench,  returned  to  the  practice  of  the  law,  in  which 
he  continued  until  disabled  by  paralysis  in  1863.  At 
the  time  of  his  retirement  from  the’  Bench  his  repu- 
tation as  a lawyer  was  second  to  none  in  the  section 
of  the  State  in  which  he  practiced.  He  was  counsel 
for  the  Erie  and  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railways,  and  was  president  of 'the  Lacka- 
wanna Railroad  Co.,  from  1853  to  1857. 

"Judge  Jessup’s  judicial  course  was  character- 
ized by  great  ability,  clearness,  impartiality  and 
stern  adherence  to  integrity  and  uprightness.  He  was 
remarkable  for  clearness  and  readiness  upon  any 
subject  within  the  range  of  his  profession,  and  for  a 
prompt  and  proper  dispatch  of  business.” 

“No  official  entrusted  with  the  power  of  a Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  this  State  ever 
held  the  balances  with  deeper  settled  conviction 


to  administer  the  law  witn  purity  and  impartial- 
ity.” 

“Upon  the  Bench  his  unrelaxed  features  gave  no 
clew  to  the  workings  of  the  mind  within.  He  had  a 
way  of  tearing  slips  of  paper  from  his  notes  and 
chewing  them  rapidly  when  his  mind  was  in  labor, 
but  this  only  showed  agitation ; it  gave  no  clew ; and 
counsel  on  both  sides  did  not  know  the  drift  of  the 
matter  until  it  came,  in  well-measured  and  strong 
utterances,  to  the  jury.  Then  there  was  no  mistak- 
ing the  legal  current,  nor  was  there  the  least  flinch- 
ing from  putting  down  what  would  prevent  a higher 
court  from  having  ample  means  to  know  what  had 
been  done  below.” 

As  a lawyer  “Judge  Jessup  was  quick  and 
persevering,  a strong  advocate  with  both  the  Court 
and  with  the  jury,  winning  success  with  the  former 
by  clearness  and  correctness  of  his  legal  knowledge, 
and  with  the  latter  by  the  force  of  his  character, 
and  the  fairness  and  strength  of  his  argument.  One 
of  his  most  brillant  forensic  triumphs  may  be  reck- 
oned his  defense  of  the  Rev.  Albert  Barnes,  of  Phila- 
delphia, upon  the  charge  of  heresy,  before  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.” 

As  a citizen  the  Judge  was  a person  of  great 
public  spirit,  liberal  in  his  views,  and  generous  in 
his  gifts,  both  of  time  and  money,  for  the  public  wel- 
fare. He  was  affable  and  courteous  in  his  bearing 
to  the  humblest  of  his  acquaintances.  His  life  and 
character  had  a great  influence  on  the  community 
in  which  he  lived.  “Much  that  is  noble  in  the  de- 
velopment, achievements,  and  position  of  many  per- 
sons is  directly  attributable  to  him.  He  did  much 
to  advance  the  school  interests  of  Montrose,  and 
was  greatly  interested  in  agricultural  affairs.  He 
believed  in  the  true  dignity  of  labor.  He  delivered 
an  address  before  the  New  York  State  Agricultural 
Society  in  1856,  in  which  he  said:  ‘I  can  never  con- 
sent that  the  non-producing  class  shall  claim  in  any 
respect  a superiority  over  those  who  rise  in  the 
morning  of  every  day  to  daily  toil,  who  work  labor- 
ing with  their  own  hands.’  ” 

Politically  Judge  Jessup  was  a Democrat  in 
his  earlier  years,  and  as  such  in  1836  made  the  race 
for  Congress.  In  the  Clay  and  Jackson  contest  he 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  former  and  was  a Whig 
up  to  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  which  he  joined,  and  strongly  advocated 
its  principles.  He  entered  into  the  prosecution  of 
the  Civil  war  with  great  zeal,  and  being  a friend 
of  Gen.  Scott  he  went  to  Washington  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  to  consult  with  him.  In  Tanuary, 
1861,  in  a letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Judge 
Jessup  said  that  the  people  “demanded  bold,  strong 
and  decided  measures  in  sustaining  the  Constitution, 
the  laws  and  the  Union  against  all  aggression.”  He, 
along  with  Judge  Swan,  and  Col.  Swain,  of  Ohio, 
visited  Washington  by  appointment  in  May,  1861; 
to  present  the  views  of  the  nine  war  governors  who 
held  a meeting  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  sent  assur- 
ance to  the  President  of  their  support  and  co-opera- 
tion. The  temperance  movement  and  the  interests 
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of  the  oppressed  always  received  the  co-operation 
of  Judge  Jessup.  He  united  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Montrose,  September  3,  1826,  and  was 
ordained  a ruling  elder  of  the  same  August  2,  1829. 
He  was  widely  known  and  highly  honored  through- 
out the  New  School  branch  of  the  Church,  with 
which  he  was  identified.  His  death  occurred  Sep- 
tember 11,  1868,  and  at  a meeting  of  the  Bar  held 
at  Montrose  on  the  following  day  appropriate  reso- 
lutions were  adopted,  the  preamble  to  which  set 
forth  that  “a  long,  useful  and  active  life  is  just 
closed;  Hon.  William  Jessup  has  fallen  out  of  our 
presence  into  the  mystery  of  death.  He  brought 
into  the  legal  profession  such  learning,  eloquence 
and  energy  as  for  many  years  placed  him  at  its 
head,  the  Xestor  of  the  Bar ; added  to  these  qualities 
was  an  impartial  integrity,  and  an  open,  generous 
and  manly  bearing  that  won  universal  esteem  and 
respect.  From  the  Bench,  as  from  the  Bar,  'these 
all  shone  forth ; and  for  many  years  he  took  rank 
with  the  first  judicial  minds  of  the  State.  In  private 
life  he  was  without  spot,  and  the  brightest  descrip- 
tion of  this  remarkable  character  is,  ‘lie  was  the 
highest  type  of  a Christian  gentleman.’  ” 

On  July  4,  1820,  Judge  Jessup  was  married 
to  Miss  Amanda,  second  daughter  of  Capt.  Henry 
Harris,  of  Long  Island,  and  there  were  born  to  the 
union  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  attained  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  as  follows : 

(1)  Jane  R.  Jessup  married  Col.  J.  B.  Salis- 
bury, of  New  York. 

(2)  Mary  S.  Jessup  married  F.  B.  Chandler, 
of  Montrose,  Pennsylvania. 

(3)  Harriet  A.  Jessup  married  Isaac  L.  Post, 
of  Scranton. 

(4)  Hon.  William  H.  Jessup  is  mentioned 
farther  on. 

(5)  Rev.  Henry  H.  Jessup,  D.  D.,  was  born 

April  19,  1832,  at  Montrose,  Penn.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  Yale  College,  in  the  class  of  ‘51,  and  from 
the  Union  Theological  Seminary.  He  had  been 
identified  with  the  Prebyterian  Church  at  Montrose 
since  1843.  1S56  he  went  to  Syria  as  a mission- 

ary, in  .connection  with  American  Missions  in  that 
country,  in  which  work  he  has  since,  with  little 
exception,  been  actively  engaged.  He  has  been 
for  many  years  a resident  of  Beirut,  as  a professor 
in  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  is  still  active  in 
the  missionary  service. 

(6)  Rev.’  Samuel  Jessup,  D.  D.,  was  born  De- 
cember 21,  1834,  in  Montrose,  Penn.,  and  became 
identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  there  in 
1849.  He  entered  Yale  College  with  the  class  of  ‘60, 
and  left  at  the  end  of  the  Sophomore  year  to  enter 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  the  former  conferring 
upon'  him  in  1863  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service,  on  June  22,  1861,  as 
chaplain  of  the  6th  Penn.  Reserves,  and  as  such 
served  until  July  30,  1862.  That  year  he  became 
identified  with  the  work  of  Foreign  Missions  and 


sailed  for  Syria,  engaging  in  the  work  at  Tripoli. 
From  1885  to  1896  he  resided  at  Beirut,  was  in 
charge  of  the  Mission  press  there,  and  is  the  editor 
of  an  Arabic  newspaper.  Since  that  time  he  has 
resided  at  Sidon,  Syria. 

(7)  Fannie  M.  Jessup  is  unmarried. 

(8)  George  A.  Jessup,  born  February  5,  1838, 
at  Montrose,  died  in  June,  1898,  at  Scranton,  Penn., 
where  for  many  years  he  had  been  vice-president 
of  the  Scranton  City  Bank. 

(9)  Phoebe  A.  Jessup  married  Judge  Alfred 
ITand,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  She  is  deceased. 

(10)  Lieut.  Huntting  C.  Jessup  was  born 
February  18,  1843,  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  and  died 
December  6,  1897.  He  attended  the  home  academy 
and  also  Cortland  Academy,  at  Homer,  N.  Y.,  and 
w'as  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  the  class  of 
’64.  For  a period  after  his  graduation  he  was  a 
law  student  in  his  father's  office,  but,  prompted  by 
patriotic  impulses,  he  laid  aside  his  work  and  entered 
the  United  States  Colored  Troops.  He  remained  in 
the  service  until  January,  1866,  when  he  returned 
to  Montrose,  resumed  his  law  studies,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  at  the  November  term  of  Court, 
1868.  Fie  became  associated  in  the  practice  of  law 
at  Montrose  with  his  brother,  Hon.  William  H.  Jess- 
up and  continued  with  his  brother  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  profession  from  that  time  until  his  death.  He 
served  for  a time  as  judge  advocate  of  the  State 
militia.  He  was  a well-read  lawyer,  in  all  that,  he 
did  was  earnest,  careful  and  thorough,  and  was 
associated  with  other  counsel  in  a number  of  im- 
portant cases  that  came  before  the  Susquehanna 
County  Court.  His  legal  work  was  largely  con- 
fined to  Orphans  Court  practice  and  office  work. 
He  was  a great  student,  and  probably  no  member 
of  the  Bar  read  more  law  than  he  had.  His  rela- 
tions with  the  Court,  with  his  brother  lawyers,  and 
with  his  clients,  were  always  of  the  most  pleasant 
nature.  In  social  life  Mr.  Jessup  made  a friend  of 
every  one,  and  incurred  the  enmity  of  none.  He 
was  prominent  in  all  good  work,  and  every  move- 
ment for  public  improvement  that  would  benefit 
Montrose  and  its  people  found  in  him  an  enthusias- 
tic advocate.  In  politics  he  was  a loyal  and  un- 
compromising Republican,  who  upheld  the  organi- 
zation of  his  party  because  of  his  undying  faith  in 
its  principles.  He  had  been  chosen  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  to  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  was 
burgess  of  Montrose  for  several  terms,  and  as  such 
was  an  honest,  faithful  and  capable  official.  Mr. 
Jessup  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  enthusiastic 
volunteer  fireman  in  Montrose  and  an  efficient  fire- 
fighter, who  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  fear ; he 
had  filled  nearly  all  positions  in  the  village  fire  de- 
partment, serving,  many  years  as  chief  engineer. 
He  was  a charter  member  of  Four  Brothers  Post 
Xo.  453,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Montrose,  being  active  in  its 
affairs  all  through  its  existence  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  having  filled  all  the  important  offices  in 
same.  Early  in  life  Mr.  Jessup  gave  his  heart  to  his 
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Master  and  united  with  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  Montrose,  of  which  he  was  ever  after- 
ward a faithful  and  consistent  member ; he  was  a 
leader  and  teacher  in  the  Sabbath-school,  and  had 
served  as  its  superinendent. 

On  December  27,  1865,  at  Clarksville,  Tenn., 
while  in  the  United  States  service,  the  then  gallant 
young  Lieut.  Jessup  was  married  to  Miss  Nina 
M.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joshua  Cobb,  of  that  place,  and 
the  marriage  was  blessed  with  children  as  follows : 
Huntting  C.,  born  in  January,  1867,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Nina  B. ; Mary  G.,  born  July  3,  1871,  who 
died  April  28,  1880;  Robert  H.,  born  August  29, 
1872;  and  Samuel  M.,  born  August  12,  1879.  The 
mother  of  these  was  born  March  12,  1846,  and  died 
November  12,  1898.  She  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  having  united  with  the 
Church  in  Montrose  in  1871. 

Hon.  William  Huntting  Jessup,  a distin- 
guished member  of  the  Scranton  Bar,  though  a 
resident  of  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  January  29,  1830,  in  the  Jessup  homestead  at 
Montrose,  Penn.  He  attended  Cortland  Academy, 
at  Homer,  N.  Y.,  then  in  charge  of  Dr.  Samuel  B. 
Woolworth,  LL.  D.,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
in  1846,  entered  the  Sophomore  class  of  Yale 
College,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  1849,  when  only  nineteen  years  of  age.  Among 
his  classmates  in  college  were  such  men  as  Presi- 
dent Timothy  Dwight,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  formerly  of 
Yale  College;  Judge  Francis  M.  Finch,  of  the  New 
York  Court  of  Appeal's;  Dr.  F.  W.  Fisk,  D.  D.,  of 
Chicago  Theological  Seminary ; Rev.  Dr.  E.  D. 
Morris,  D.  D.,  of  Lane  Theological  Seminary;  and 
the  late  William  F.  Pool,  LL.  D.,  of  the  Chicago 
Library.  On  completing  his  college  course  young 
Jessup  returned  to  his  home  town,  and  for  one  year 
was  instructor  and  assistant  principal  of  the  Mont- 
rose Academy.  He  studied  law  under  the  direction 
of  his  father,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  No- 
vember,  1851,  at  the  last  term  of  Court  held  by 
his  father,  the  elder  Judge  Jessup.  Father  and  son 
became  associated  together  in  practice,  and  the  latter 
was  at  once  introduced  to  an  extensive  clientage 
in  all  the  northern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  beginning 
his  professional  career  with  great  zeal  and  earnest- 
ness, and  soon  becoming  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  lawyers  in  his  section  of  the  State. 
His  practice  was  extended  throughout  the  State  in 
the  State  Courts  and  those  of  the  United  States,,  and 
he  rapidly  rose  in  the  profession,  becoming  widely 
known  as  a careful,  accurate,  thorough  and  able 
lawyer.  A Whig  by  education,  he  cast  his  lot,  his 
influence,  and  threw  his  very  soul  into  the  work 
of  organizing  the  new  party  that  was  shaping  itself 
in  the  middle  ’fifties,  and  was  thus  one  of  "the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Republican  party  in  his  native  town 
in  November,  1854;  and  from  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent he  has  been  ardent  and  earnest  in  furthering  that 
party's  interest,  hardly  a campaign  having  passed 
that  his  voice  has  not  been  heard  on  the  stump  for 
the  maintenance  of  its  principles.  Long  ago  he  es- 


tablished the  reputation  of  being  an  eloquent  and 
popular  public  speaker  and  orator.  He  partially 
represented  his  district  in  the  convention  which 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  his  second  term ; 
was  a delegate  to  the  convention  which  nominated 
Gen.  Grant  for  the  Presidency  in  1868;  and  was 
one  of  the  delegates-at-large  from  Pennsylvania  to 
the  convention  which  named  James  G.  Blaine  in 
1884. 

Father  and  son  were  strong  supporters  of  the 
Union  during  the  Civil  war,  at  the  outbreak  of  which 
the  elder  Jessup  was  called  into  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  The  feeble  health  of  his  father,  and  the 
large  business  responsibilities  resting  on  the  son, 
prevented  the  latter’s  entering  the  field  of  active 
military  operations,  yet  from  start  to  finish  he  was 
active  in  the  support  of  the  government  in  both 
time  and  money.  During  the  invasion  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  the  Confederate  army  in  1862  and  1863 
he  was  active  as  major  of  the  28th  Regiment  Volun- 
teer Militia.  In  1863  our  subject  was  appointed, 
by  President  Lincoln,  assessor  of  Internal  Revenue 
for  the  Twelfth  Collection  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  included  the  counties  of  Luzerne  and  Sus- 
quehanna. During  the  three  years  that  he  held  the 
office  there  ivas  collected  from  the  two  counties  more 
than  one  million  dollars  annually.  On  May  11,  1871, 
Major  Jessup  was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Geary  as 
major-general  of  the  Tenth  Division  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania.  From  August,  1877,  to 
January,  1879,  he  was  President  Judge  of  the 
Thirty- fourth  Judicial  District,  filling  the  office  by  ap- 
pointment, a vacancy  created  by  the  death  of  Judge 
Streeter.  As  a Judge,  he  was  remarkable  for  his 
ready  comprehension  of  the  different  points  in  a 
case,  and  his  thorougdi  knowledge  of  the  law  re- 
lating to  the  same,  but  not  more  so  than  for  the 
strict  and  unswerving  impartiality  of  his  decisions. 
The  following  notice,  taken  from  the  Bradford  Re- 
porter at  the  close  of  Judge  Jessup’s  term  on  the 
Bench,  shows  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  as  a 
Judge : 

“The  entire  Bar  of  this  county  unite  in  pro- 
nouncing Judge  Jessup  one  of  the  best  judges  who 
has  ever  occupied  the  Bench  in  this  place.  His 
manner  of  dispatching  business  is  not  only  dignified 
and  courteous,  but  is  attended  with  unusual  rapidity ; 
while  his  decisions  are  able  and  given  in  language 
which  carries  conviction  that  lie  has  given  the  ques- 
tion careful  study  and  has  arrived  at  logical  con- 
clusions.” 

Judge  Jessup  retired  from  the  Bench  to  a full 
and  lucrative  practice  at  the  Bar,  which  he  still 
continues.  In  January,  1885,  he  established  an  office 
in  Scranton,  in  partnership  with  the  late  Isaac  J. 
Post,  which  partnership,  however,  was  of  short 
duration,  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Post  in  July 
of  that  year.  Previously  and  subsequently  he  was 
associated  in  the  practice  at  Montrose  with  his 
brother. the  late  Huntting  C.  Jessup,  who  maintained 
an  office  in  that  village.  Since  the  death  of  Mr. 
Post  the  Judge  has  had  associated  with  him  in  the 
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office  at  Scranton  his  son,  William  H.  Jessup,  Jr., 
who  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1884,  and 
became  a full-fledged  lawyer  in  1886.  The  Judge 
also  associated  with  him  at  that  time  his  nephew, 
Horace  E.  Hand.  The  varied  business  of  the  great 
corporations  of  Scranton  engrosses  the  greater  part 
of  Judge  Jessup’s  time  and  legal  ability.  In  the 
passing  years,  however,  he  has  found  time  and  taken 
pleasure  in  giving  attention  to  the  various  duties  of 
citizenship.  He  has  given  much  time  to  agriculture, 
and  for  many  years  was  president  and  an  active 
promoter  of  the  Susquehanna  County  Agricultural 
Society — one  of  the  oldest  organizations  of  its  kind 
in  the  State.  He  has  been  active  in  the  introduction 
of  valuable  livestock  and  all  labor-saving  machinery 
and  methods  in  farming.  Judge  Jessup  has  been 
connected  with  all  benevolent  and  educational  move- 
ments in  his  community,  and  is  especially  active  in 
the  temperance  cause.  A writer  in  the  home  press 
once  spoke  of  the  Judge  in  the  following  manner: 

“The  eminent  ability  and  extended  practice  of 
Gen.  Jessup  throughout  the  State  render  him 
one  of  the  best  qualified  lawyers  for  the  honorable 
position  he  now  holds.  His  interest  in  the  cause  of 
education  and  the  thorough  endorsement  of  our 
common-school  system  is  known  to  all,  and  long 
before  the  Murphy  movement  was  started  his  po- 
sition in  the  cause  of  temperance  in  our  county  was 
well  established  as  that  of  one  of  its  ablest  champ- 
ions. He  is  fond  of  agriculture,  and  held  the  presi- 
dency of  our  County  Agricultural  Society  for  some 
years,  and  has  done  much  to  advance  the  farming 
interests  of  our  county.  He  lends  his  aid  and  in- 
fluence to  every  good  cause.” 

As  a man,  Judge  Jessup’s  character  is  spotless. 
At  the  early  age  of  thirteen  he  connected  himself 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Montrose,  was  for 
thirty-six  years  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school,  and  for  the  last  thirty  vears  has  been  one  of 
the  ruling  elders.  Personally  he  is  tall,  of  command- 
ing  presence,  and  has  a fine,  clear  and  melodious 
voice,  which  attracts  and  holds  the  attention  of  his 
auditors.  He  is  always  courteous  in  his  address,  and 
seeks  to  win  by  the  soundness  of  his  legal  proposi- 
tions and  the  justice  of  his  case,  without  descend- 
ing to  the  use  of  any  forensic  tricks  to  arouse  passion 
or  inflame  prejudice.  His  integrity  has  brought 
to  him  the  care  and  management  of  large  estates, 
which  have  been  administered  with  fidelity.  He  is 
referred  to  in  the  history  of  Susquehanna  county 
as  a “man  of  restless  energy  and  force ; one  of  those 
nervous  organizations  whose  mind  can  never  re- 
main idle. 

“In  manner  brusque  and  business-like,  he  im- 
presses as  one  who  has  no  time  to  waste  on  the  com- 
mon foibles  of  life.  He  is  a good  corporation  lawyer 
and  special  pleader.  He  prepares  his  cases  with  care, 
using  great  diligence  in  legal  research.  During  the 
trial  of  a cause  he  is  alert  and  ready  with  objections 
to  his  opponents’  questions,  still  he  is  straightforward 
in  presenting  a case,  trying  it  upon  its  merits,  with- 


out recourse  to  politic  allusions  to  matters  outside 
of  the  main  issue  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing  the 
jury.  He  does  not  become  all  things  to  all  men  in 
order  to  win  the  jury,  but  relies  wholly  upon  the 
soundness  of  his  legal  positions,  fortified  by  an 
extensive  array  of  precedents  and  the  justness  of 
his  cause,  which  he  presents  with  frankness  and 
candor.  These  qualities  of  Judge  Jessup  impell  his 
cotemporaries  to  admit  that  he  is  one  of  the  fairest 
men  at  the  Bar  to  try  a case  against,  as  there  is 
no  danger  of  any  side  issue  that  does  not  pertain  to 
the  case  or  jury-fixing  at  his  hands.” 

On  October  5,  1853,  Judge  Jessup  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  W.,  daughter  of  Nelson  Jay, 
of  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
children  as  follows:  Lillian,  Mrs.  Albert  Leisen- 
ring;  William  H. ; Mary  C.,  who  died  in  1893; 
George  S.,  who  died  in  1897;  Sarah  Louise;  and 
Annie,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Woodin. 

CLARENCE  E.  TITSWORTH,  a prominent 
young  business  man  of  Susquehanna,  who  represents 
a number  of  the  leading  fire  and  life  insurance  com- 
panies, is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in 
Brooklyn  township,  April  4,  1872,  a son  of  Dewitt 
A.  and  Alice  C.  (Quick)  Titsworth,  who  were  also 
born  in  that  township,  the  former  in  1840,  the  latter 
in  1849.  There  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
until  1882,  when  they  moved  to  Montrose,  where 
they  now  reside.  In  early  life  the  father  followed 
farming,  but  for  fifteen  years  prior  to  his  removal  to 
Montrose  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  There 
he  served  as  deputy  prothonotary  for  six  years,  after 
which  he  was  elected  prothonotary  for  two  succeed- 
ing terms  of  three  years  each,  and  in  1891,  forming  a 
partnership  with  D.  R.  Lathrop,  he  embarked  in  the 
fire  and  life  insurance  business,  which  he  has  since 
carried  on  with  marked  success.  He  is  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Montrose,  of  which  he  is  now 
one  of  the  trustees.  They  have  four  children : 
William  A.,  who  married  Bell  Boyd,  and  is  now 
serving  as  county  commissioner  clerk  at  Montrose ; 
Clarence  E. ; Leonard  R.,  who  is  clerking  for  his 
father ; and  Lillian  N.,  at  home. 

William  and  Catherine  (Elston)  Titsworth,  our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents,  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Sussex  county,  N.  T.,  and  from  there 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  locating  in 
Brooklyn  township,  near  Macks  Corners,  where 
the  former  was  killed  by  an  accident  in  1840,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-seven  years.  The  grandmother 
then  lived  with  her  son,  D.  A.  Titsworth,  and  died 
in  Montrose,  in  October,  1894,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  Both  were  buried  in  Brooklyn  cemetery. 
In  religious  belief  they  were  Methodists.  Their 
children  were  Dewitt  A.,  father  of  our  subject;  Al- 
ford, a resident  of  Montrose;  and  Emily,  who  died 
in  infancy.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject, Johnson  and  Harriet  E.  (Esstile)  Quick,  were 
also  natives  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  early  set- 
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tiers  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  the  grandfather  followed  farming 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife  is 
still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years  and  con- 
tinues to  make  her  home  in  that  township.  Both 
were  prominent  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Clarence  E.  Titsworth  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  Brooklyn,  and  in  1891  took  a business 
course  at  Wood’s  College,  in  Scranton,  Penn.  He 
then  entered  the  fire  insurance  office  of  Lathrop  & 
Titsworth,  and  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  that  firm  he  became  thoroughly  familiar 
with  every  department  of  the  insurance  busi- 
ness. Coming  to  Susquehanna,  in  1897,  he  opened 
an  office  of  his  own  and  has  already  succeeded  in 
building  up  a good  fire  and  life  insurance  business. 
On  October  9,  1895,  in  Montrose,  Mr.  Titsworth 
married  Miss  Harriet  B.  Burns,  a native  of  that 
city  and  a daughter  of  A.  B.  Burns,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Their  only  child, 
Ray  B.,  died  when  seven  days  old.  Politically  Mr. 
Titsworth  is  a stanch  Republican;  socially  is  a 
member  of  Starrucca  Lodge  No.  423,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Susquehanna,  and  Atlantic  Lodge  No.  452, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Susquehanna,  and  religiously 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

JOHN  W.  CLAPPER,  a prosperous  agri- 
culturist and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Thompson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  August,  1831,  and  is  a son  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (McFall)  Clapper,  both  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  the  former  born  in  1793,  the  latter 
in  1799.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Clapper, 
was  a native  of  Holland.  From  Massachusetts  the 
father  removed  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  where  his 
first  wife,  Nancy  Greene,  died,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Nathan  Crandell,  of 
Otsego  county.  By  his  second  wife,  Mary  McFall, 
he  had  the  following  children.  (1)  Samuel  was  born 
in  Otsego  county,  but  after  reaching  manhood  made 
his  home  in  Flerrick  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
(2)  Joseph  wedded  Mary  Stockwell,  of  Otsego 
county,  and  later  located  in  Susquehanna,  where  he 
died  leaving  a wife  and  five  children:  Jennet,  wife 
of  John  Martin,  of  Thompson;  John,  Samuel  and 
Edwin,  all  of  Susquehanna;  and  Matilda,  wife  of 
Joel  Lee,  of  Susquehanna.  (3)  Catherine  married 
the  late  Lucius  Curtis,  a farmer  of  Herrick  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  they  had  two  children : 
Edwin,  a resident  of  Herrick;  and  Carrie,  deceased 
wife  of  William  Prentice,  by  whom  she  had  one 
daughter — June.  (4)  Cooley  married  Clarissa  Tru- 
ax,  of  New  York,  and  located  near  Binghamton, 
where  she  died  leaving  five  children : George ; Hi- 
ram ; Christopher ; Stanford ; and  Mary,  wife  of 
William  Boyce,  of  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.  After 
the  death  of  the  mother  Cooley  Clapper  again  mar- 
ried, but  of  this  union  there  is  no  record.  (5)  Ma- 
rinda  married  Andrew  Stockwell,  of  Otsego  county, 
and  removed  to  Thompson,  Susquehanna  county, 


where  she  died.  Her  children  were : George ; Will- 
iam, who  died  young;  Andrew,  a resident  of  Car- 
bondale,  Penn. ; Lucius,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Nan- 
cy, wife  of  Edwin  Prentice,  of  Susquehanna;  John, 
of  Thompson ; and  Edwin,  who  enlisted  in  the  Span- 
ish war  and  is  now  with  our  soldiers  at  Manila. 
(6)  Nancy  married  Jerome  White,  of  Otsego  coun- 
ty, where  he  died  leaving  two  children,  Jennie,  and 
Addi'e.  Nancy  is  now  the  wife  of  James  Wheat, 
of  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.  (7)  John  W.  completes 
the  family. 

John  W.  Clapper  secured  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Otsego  county.  After  reaching 
man’s  estate  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
where  for  three  or  four  years  he  followed  lumbering. 
In  1853  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
Aldrich,  cf  Thompson,  a daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Mary  ( ITarkness)  Aldrich,  representatives  of  old 
New  Hampshire  families.  Mrs.  Clapper  was  born 
in  Cheshire,  N.  FI.,  in  1833,  and  when  a child  came 
to  Thompson  with  her  parents,  who  died  here.  After 
his  marriage  our  subject  purchased  a tract  of  wild 
land  in  Thompson  township  and  at  once  turned  his 
attention  to  clearing  and  improving  the  land.  His 
first  home  was  a small  frame  house,  which  in  1884 
was  replaced  by  a more  commodious  and  modern 
residence.  Fie  has  also  built  three  barns  and  other 
outbuildings  and  made  many  other  improvements 
upon  the  place,  which  is  now  numbered  among  the 
best  farms  of  the  locality,  150  acres  being  under 
excellent  cultivation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clapper  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  namely:  (1)  Alvina,  born 
on  the  home  farm  in  Thompson  township,  in  1854, 
is  now  the  wife  of  George  Curtis,  a farmer  of 
Herrick  township,  and  to  them  were  born  seven 
children : Edith,  wife  of  Albert  M.  Churchill,  of 
Elk  county,  Penn. ; Charles,  who  died  when  a young 
man ; Harry,  who  graduated  at  Pleasant  Mount 
Academy  in  1896;  Bessie;  John,  who  died  young; 
Myrtle;  and  Ray.  (2)  Emma,  born  in  Jackson,  in 
1855,  is  the  wife  of  Hezekiah  Robins,  a blacksmith, 
of  Harford,  and  has  had  eight  children:  Maud  S., 
who  was  born  in  1879  and  graduated  from  the  Har- 
ford schools  in  1896  ; Florence  ; Jessie;  Carl ; Howard  ; 
Jacob  and  John,  twins,  who  died  young;  and  Beat- 
rice. (3)  Charles,  born  in  Thompson,  in  1857,  was 
educated  at  Pleasant  Mount  Academy,  and  married 
Mertie  Tingley,  of  Harford,  and  now  resides  on  a 
part  of  the  old  homestead.  He  has  two  children — 
Ruth  and  Rex.  (4)Eudora,  born  in  i860,  is  the  wife 
of  Harney  Brown,  a farmer  of  Thompson.  (5) 
Julia  A.,  born  in  August,  1863,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Thompson  and  Harford,  and  was  one  of 
the  successful  teachers  of  Susquehanna  county  for 
several  terms.  She  married  Lewis  Banks,  of  Lanes- 
boro,  who  is  now  employed  in  the  shops  at  Sus- 
quehanna, and  they  have  one  daughter — Lena.  (6) 
Alice,  born  in  October,  1867,  was  educated  in  the 
Harford  schools  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Verna 
Slocum,  a farmer  of  Jackson,  by  whom  she  has  one 
child — Celia.  (7)  Lena,  born  in  1869,  obtained  a 
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good  education  in  the  Harford  schools,  was  a suc- 
cessful teacher,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Myron  Avery, 
of  Ararat.  Their  children  are  Ivaclen,  (Jria  and 
Harold.  (8)  Adelaide,  born  in  March,  1873,  was 
educated  in  the  home  and  graded  schools  of  Harford, 
and  is  with  her  parents  upon  the  home  farm. 

During'  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  Mr. 
Clapper  enlisted  in  Company  A,  137th  P.  V.  I., 
which  was  assigned  to  the  20th  Corps,  Western  Di- 
vision, under  Gen.  Sherman,  and  remained  in  the 
service  until  hostilities  ceased.  Since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Republican  party  he  has  been  one  of 
its  stanch  supporters,  and  he  has  tilled  the  office  of 
school  director  in  his  district.  He  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Thompson,  and  give  liberally  to  its  sup- 
port. Fraternally  they  belong  to  the  Grange,  and  he 
is  also  a member  of  Grand  Army  Post  No.  505,  of 
Thompson.  He  began  married  life  on  a very  modest 
income,  but  being  industrious,  honest,  persevering 
and  economical,  as  well  as  a careful  manager,  he 
has  succeeded  in  accumulating  a line  property,  be- 
sides giving  his  children  good  educational  advan- 
tages. As  a citizen,  friend  and  neighbor  he  is  true 
to  every  duty,  and  justly  merits  the  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held. 

FREDERICK  J.  OSGOOD.  The  life  of  this 
prominent  citizen  of  Suscjuehanna  county  attests 
in  various  ways  the  wide  influence  which  he  has 
exerted  in  the  social  and  business  affairs  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lives.  Early  in  life  he  mani- 
fested a strong  inclination  for  mercantile  affairs, 
and  with  this  inclination  went  eminent  ability  which 
insured  for  him  an  abundant  success. 

Mr.  Osgood  is  a descendant  of  Willian  Osgood 
of  Salisbury,  Essex  county,  Mass.,  who  emigrated 
to  this  country  from  England  in  1638.  He  was  a 
millwright  and  carpenter,  and  with  his  associates, 
in  prospecting  the  valley  of  the  Merrimac  for  a place 
to  locate,  heard  the  sound  of  water-falls  in  a dis- 
tance, and  following  the  direction  of  the  sound,  came 
to  the  falls  on  the  Powow  river,  not  far  from  its 
junction  with  the  Merrimac.  The  place  being  fav- 
orable for  mill  sites,  he  located  there  and  built  and 
owned  the  first  mills  in  Salisbury,  which  long  re- 
tained the  name  of  Osgood’s  Mills.  These  mills 
were  built  where  now  stand  the  Salisbury  factories. 
He  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Salisbury,  1640. 
and  had  a grant  of  land  on  each  side  of  the  Powow, 
extending  back  half  a mile,  from  its  junction  with 
the  Merrimac,  and  embracing  a large  portion  of 
the  land  on  which  stands  the  settlement  of  Salisbury 
and  Amesbury  Mills. 

Frederick  J.  Osgood  was  born  at  Colesville, 
Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  January  6,  1863,  the  son  of 
William  and  Laura  Lucretia  (Prentice)  Osgood. 
The  father  was  born  in  Epping,  N.  H.,  May  25, 
1817.  In  1849  he  became  one  of  the  argonauts  who 
sailed  for  California  in  search  of  gold.  During  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  he  followed  farming,  and 
lived  retired  upon  the  competence  which  his  busi- 


ness ability  had  accumulated  for  him.  For  his  first 
wife  he  married,  on  May  23,  1843,  Carolina  L.  A.  B. 
Hyde,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  \ .,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children.  (1)  Charles  True,  born  February  16, 
1846,  enlisted  October  1,  1861,  though  but  fifteen 
years  of  age  in  Company  E,  90th  N.  Y.  S.  Vols.,  and 
was  discharged  December  28,  1862,  on  surgeon's 
certificate  oi  disability.  On  May  1,  1863,  ne  re- 
enlisted in  the  recruiting  service,  and  was  mustered 
into  Battery  D,  nth  NS  Y.  H.  Art’y.  June  12,  1863, 
which  was  consolidated  to  Company  M,  4th  N.  1. 
IT.  Art’y,  and  was  mustered  out  October  5,  1865. 
He  was  promoted  successively  to  corporal,  sergeant 
and  first  sergeant.  At  present  he  is  a mechanic  in 
Windsor,  N.  Y.,  and  Ins  son  William  D..  Osgood 
is  editor  of  the  Windsor  Standard.  (2)  William 
Bross,  born  December  23,  1847,  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
enlisted,  in  1863,  when  less  than  fifteen  years  of  age, 
in  Company  D,  109th  N.  Y.  V.  I.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  on  June  2,  1864,  and 
confined  in  Libby  prison  and  Castle  Thunder,  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  and  Florence,  S.  C, 
until  paroled  on  December  6,  1864.  In  1865  he 
was  transferred  from  the  109th  to  the  51st  N.  Y. 
Y.  I.,  known  as  the  “Shepard  Rifles,”  and  remained 
in  the  service  until  the  expiration  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  in  1877  he  received  the  Elliott  F.  Shep- 
ard Medal  of  Honor.  In  1896  he  was  appointed  aide- 
de-camp  to  the  commander  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  He  is  an  expert  penman,  and  the  in- 
ventor of  “Osgood’s  Fountain  Brush.”  On  August 
4,  1869,  William  B.  Osgood  was  married  to  Mary 
J.  Hickey,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  they  now  re- 
side. They  have  three  children  living— Caroline 
Bross,  Charles  Franklin,  and  Frederick  William. 
(3)  Franklin  Howard,  born  March  18,  1854,  is  a 
mechanic  residing  in  Center  Village,  where  he  con- 
ducts a wagon  shop.  He  was  married  in  1882  to 
Clara  Markman,  and  they  have  one  child — Howard 
W.  For  his  second  wife  William  Osgood  married, 
on  January  23,  1857,  Laura  Lucretia  Prentice,  of 
Sanford,  N.  Y.,  and  by  this  union  he  became  the 
father  of  seven  children:  Albert,  born  in  February, 
1858,  died  February  1,  1876;  Myron,  born  Septem- 
ber 17,  1859,  is  a farmer  residing  near  Seymour, 
Webster  county,  Mo. ; George  Eric,  born  August 
6,  1861,  is  a farmer  near  Center  Village,  N.  Y. ; 
Frederick  J.,  mentioned  below;  Edward  Warren 
and  Sunnie,  born  May  11,  1865,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  April  12,  1875,  and  Emma,  born  June  27,  1867, 
died  April  15,  1875.  The  father  died  May  18, 
1890,  at  Center  Village,  N.  Y.  The  mother,  Laura 
L.  (Prentice)  Osgood,  was  born  April  4,  1833.  and 
died  February  26,  1895.  She  was  one  of  the  large 
family  of  children  born  to  John  Prentice,  a miller 
of  Sanford,  N.  Y.,  noted  for  his  probity  of  character. 

Frederick  J.  Osgood  was  reared  as  a farmer’s 
boy,  attending  school  during  the  winter  terms,  at 
the  close  of  which  he  would  often  be  ahead  of  his 
classmates  who  had  the  advantage  of  the  summer 
terms,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  had  a fair  edu- 
cation for  a country  boy.  Farm  life  was  distasteful 
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to  him,  at  that  age  he  began,  his  mercantile  career 
by  peddling  through  the  country  afoot.  He  con- 
tinued successfully  for  two  years  when  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brother,  Frank  H.  Osgood, 
and  they  conducted  a general  store  in  Center  Village, 
N.  Y.  A year  later  a tire  completely  destroyed  their 
possessions.  In  the  spring  of  1882  Mr.  Osgood  went 
to  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  began  working  on  a farm. 
During  the  winter  of  1882-83  'ie  bought  grain  for 
Church  & Co.,  of  Lincoln,  and  soon  alter  met  with 
fresh  misfortune,  in  the  shape  of  typhoid  pneumonia. 
After  his  recovery  he  again  worked  on  the  farm 
for  a time,  but  in  the  winter  of  1884  returned  to 
New  York,  where  he  re-engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  in  1890  he  removed  to  Forest  City,  where 
he  established  a milk  business,  and  in  1894  he  erected 
a business  block,  48x40,  containing  three  stores, 
two  of  which  he  rented  and  the  third  he  occupied. 
In  the  spring  of  1900  he  sold  out  his  milk  business. 
He  has  also  engaged  successfully  in  the  real  estate 
business  and  now  owns  several  valuable  business 
lots.  Mr.  Osgood  has  taken  active  interest  in  the 
prosperity  of  his  adopted  city,  and  in  1895  he  was 
one  of  the  ten  citizens  who  built  the  car  works,  then 
known  as  the  Forest  City  Car  & Manufacturing 
Company— the  plant  having  since  been  converted 
into  a silk  mill.  Since  his  retirement  from  busi- 
ness he  has  organized  the  North  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania Telephone  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Forest 
City,  a mutual  line  organized  for  the  benefit  of  the 
stockholders  at  cost,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  pro- 
moters to  have  their  lines  run  through  the  entire 
country  districts,  connecting  with  the  lines  in  New 
York  State.  Mr.  Osgood  was  elected  secretary,  and 
is  now  actively  pushing  the  scheme  with  abundant 
success. 

On  August  25,  1886,  Mr.  Osgood  was  married 
at  Sanford,  Broome  county,  N.  V.,  to  Miss  Julia 
E.  Ahrens,  who  was  born  at  Sanford,  August  20, 
1865,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Lynch) 
Ahrens,  and  the  youngest  member  of  a family  of 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  survive,  namely : 
Mary,  now  Mrs.  A.  L.  Fuller,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  Y. ; 
Catherine,  now  Mrs.  E.  L.  Conrow,  of  Deposit,  N. 
Y. ; John,  who  occupied  the  old  homestead  at  San- 
ford; and  Mrs.  Osgood.  Another  brother,  Nicholas, 
has  not  been  heard  from  in  thirteen  years.  John 
Ahrens  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America 
when  about  twenty  years  of  age.  He  established 
himself  in  the  grocery  business  in  New  York,  and  in 
i860  married  Catherine  Lynch,  a native  of  Ireland, 
who  came  to  America  when  a young  girl.  Later  he 
removed  to  a farm  which  he  had  purchased  at  De- 
posit, N.  Y.,  and  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
he  married  Hannah  Palmer.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osgood  came  one  child, 
Blanche  C.,  born  June  5,  1887,  and  died  October 
8,  the  same  year.  Mr.  Osgood  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  and  was  secretary 


of  the  lodges,  comprising  the  Susquehanna  county 
district.  He  is  one  of  the  best  informed  men  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lives,  and  takes  a deep  inter- 
est in  all  the  leading  questions  of  the  day,  is  a great 
reader  and  student  and  is  recognized  as  an  authority 
on  many  subjects.  He  is  a fluent  and  ready  speak- 
er. While  in  the  West  he  organized  a debating 
school,  and  during  the  McKinley  campaign  of  1896 
he  delivered  a number  of  addresses  in  favor  of 
that  candidate  for  the  presidency.  In  politics  he  is 
a stanch  Republican,  but  is  not  an  office  seeker.  He 
is  one  of  those  live  business  men,  upon  whom  de- 
pend the  advancement  of  any  community.  Every 
town  thrives  or  not  in  proportion  as  it  may  claim 
the  residence  of  men  like  Mr.  Osgood. 

JOSEPH  WARREN  TIFFANY,  an  honored 
citizen  of  Brooklyn  township,  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired from  active  business  life,  has  always  made  his 
home  in  Susquehanna  county,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Dimock  township,  February  19,  1827, 
and  he  is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  its  old 
and  highly  respected  families,  his  parents  having 
been  Preston  and  Eliza  M.  (Mack)  Tiffany,  natives 
of  Harford  and  Brooklyn  townships,  respectively. 
Both  died  in  Dimock  township,  the  father,  October 
23,  1876,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  five  months 
and  twenty-four  days,  the  mother,  September  30, 
1829,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  four  months 
and  twenty-four  days,,  and  their  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Brooklyn  cemetery.  They  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  father 
was  a Republican  in  politics.  He  held  township 
offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  as  a life  work.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  Abial  Truesdell, 
but  had  no  children  by  that  union.  The  children 
of  the  first  marriage  were  as  follows : Lydia  E., 
born  May  1,  1820,  married  Amos  Hollister,  and  died 
in  1889;  Elisha  T.,  born  September  25,  1821,  mar- 
ried Julia  Hemstead,  and  died  January  28,  1897; 
Milla  L.,  born  May  16,  1823,  married  William  Aus- 
tin; Preston  H.,  born  July  9,  1825,  married  Sarah 
Quick,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Brooklyn 
township ; Joseph  W.  is  the  next  in  the  order  of 
birth;  and  Orville  N.,  born  August  30,  1828,  died 
in  1887.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were 
Thomas  and  Milletiah  (Tingley)  Tiffany. 

Joseph  W.  Tiffany  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  upon  the  home  farm,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  when  he  purchased  a 
large  farm  in  Dimock  township,  which  he  success- 
fully operated  until  1863,  and  then  traded  it  for 
his  present  farm  of  120  acres  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship. A creek  running  through  the  place  supplies 
it  with  abundant  water,  and  to  its  cultivation  and 
improvement  he  has  devoted  his  energies  for  many 
years,  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  desirable 
farms  of  its  size  in  the  locality. 

On  February  21,  1849,  in  Brooklyn  township, 
Mr.  Tiffany  was  married  to  Miss  Esther  M.  Safford, 
who  was  born  in  that  township,  July  26,  1830,  a 
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daughter  of  Elisha  and  Olive  (Tracy)  Safford. 
The  father  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  December 
18,  1781,  the  mother  in  Lisbon,  Conn.,  July  4,  1786, 
and  they  were  married  in  the  latter  State  in  1808. 
In  1811  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  Brooklyn  township, 
where  the  father  followed  farming  throughout  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  drafted  during  the 
war  of  1812.  His  death  occurred  July  16,  1862, 
and  his  wife  departed  this  life  December  22,  1859, 
both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Brooklyn  cemetery. 
They  attended  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were 
estimable  people.  Their  children  were  Felix  T., 
born  November  10,  1808,  married  Elizabeth  Reece 
and  died  January  6,  1862;  Vera  A.,  born  November 
1,  1810,  died  July  24,  1867;  Levi  N.,  born  Novem- 
ber 12,  1812,  married  Maria  Munn,  who  died 
March  28,  1900;  Susan,  born  January  22,  1815, 
married  Benjamin  Van  Auken,  and  died  April  2, 
1896;  John  D.,  born  September  14,  1817,  and  died 
October  n,  1852,  became  a Methodist  minister, 
and  married  Araminta  Blackman ; Laban  T.,  born 
February  9,  1820,  married  Hester  Bunnell,  and 
died  June  7,  1855  ; Jedediah,  born  June  14,  1822, 
married  Jane  Rockwell,  and  died  June  12,  1897  (he 
served  two  years  as  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war, 
received  an  honorable  discharge  and  returned  to  his 
farm  in  Lathrop,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life)  ; La  Fayette,  a 
resident  of  Meshoppen,  born  April  12,  1825,  mar- 
ried (first)  Samantha  Russell,  (second)  Adeline 
Bunnell  and  (third)  Eliza  Blakeslee ; Martha,  born 
December  r,  1827,  died  July  22,  1859;  and  Esther 
M.,  Mrs.  Tiffany.  All  are  now  deceased  with  the 
exception  of  La  Fayette  and  Mrs.  Tiffany.  Her 
paternal  grandparents,  Silas  and  Sylvania  (Hall) 
Safford,  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  from 
that  State  removed  to  Connecticut,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  as  farming  peo- 
ple. Her  maternal  grandparents,  Jeremiah  and 
Martha  (Lazelle)  Tracy,  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  in  1813  located  in  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  through- 
out life,  the  former  being  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tiffany 
were  as  follows:  (1)  Owen  L.,  born  March  20, 

1850,  is  a farmer  of  Dimock  township.  He  mar- 
ried Jennie  Goodwin,  and  has  three  children — Earl, 
who  resides  at  Franklin  Forks,  where  he  conducts 
a prospering  shingle  mill,  blacksmith  and  wagon 
shop  (he  was  married  October  18,  1896,  to  Bessie 
Snow,  and  has  two  children,  Vera  E.  and  Clyde), 
Carroll  and  Elbert.  (2)  Warren,  born  December  28, 
1854,  died  April  2,  1882.  (3)  Eva  A.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1857,  died  September  14,  1891.  (4) 

Elbert,  born  January  26,  1862,  died  March  15,  1862. 
(5)  Ida  M.,  born  September  17,  1863,  married 
George  W.  Tiffany  on  May  25,  1886,  and  has  one 
child,  George  Elwood,  born  July  2,  1895.  Mr. 
Tiffany  was  educated  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1879,  sub- 
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sequendy  entering  Ada  College,  at  Lima,  Ohio, 
whence  he  was  graduated  in  1882.  For  fourteen 
terms  he  taught  school,  but  after  his  marriage  he 
purchased  a farm  in  Harford,  upon  which  he  lived 
until  1891,  when  he  was  appointed  postal  clerk  on 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  running  from  New  York 
to  Pittsburg.  He  then  removed  to  Harrisburg, 
where  he  was  living  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
was  caused  by  the  cars  at  Kingsley  Crossing,  Au- 
gust 31,  1895,  while  home  on  a vacation.  (6) 
Olive  M.,  born  October  27,  1871,  married  Edwin 
M.  Loomis,  a hardware  merchant  of  Foster,  Penn. 
Mr.  Tiffany  gives  his  support  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  oarty,  and  filled  the  office 
of  supervisor  while  a resident  of  Dimock  township. 
He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
a member  of  the  Grange.  Widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county,  his  warmest  friends 
are  those  who  know  him  best. 

SAMUEL  WASHBURN,  an  honored  and 
highly  esteemed  resident  of  Thompson  township,  is 
a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, in  August,  1823,  and  is  a representative  of  one 
of  its  prominent  pioneer  families.  His  parents, 
Waller  and  Jemima  (Goodrich)  Washburn,  were  both 
natives  of  Connecticut,  the  former  born  in  1777,  the 
latter  in  July,  1784,  and  they  were  married  in  that 
State  April  4,  1802.  Soon  afterward  they  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Gibson  township,  where  in  the  midst  of  an 
unbroken  forest  the  father  erected  a small  log  house 
and  later  cleared  and  improved  a large  farm.  There 
both  he  and  his  wife  soent  their  remaining  days, 
the  former  dying  in  1864,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  the  latter  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  seventy.  She 
was  a worthy  Christian  woman  and  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  In  his  political  views  the  father 
was  a Democrat,  and  for  many  years  held  local 
office  in  Gibson  township.  They  had  a family  of 
twelve  children,  all  of  whom  reached  years  of  ma- 
turity with  the  exceotion  of  Mary.  In  order  of 
birth  they  were  as  follows : ( 1 ) Lyman,  born  in 

Gibson  township,  in  December,  1802,  married  Re- 
dexa  Sparks,  of  that  township,  where  they  made 
their  home  throughout  life.  They  had  two  daugh- 
ters : Almeda,  wife  of  Thomas  Bowell,  of  Lanes- 
boro,  Penn. ; and  Eunice,  wife  of  Edwin  Warner, 
of  Ararat.  (2)  Ruth,  born  in  August,  1804,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Doughty,  of  Jackson  ,and  died  leav- 
ing children  who  live  in  the  West.  (3)  Lucy, 
born  in  July,  1806,  married  Enoch  Tarbox,  and 
after  living  in  Gibson  for  a time  removed  to  Her- 
rick, where  she  died  leaving  a large  family.  (4) 
Dexter,  born  in  November,  1808,  married  Abigail 
Doughty  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Jackson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  died  leaving  a fam- 
ily who  now  reside  in  Bridgewater  and  Scranton, 
Penn.  (5)  Mary.  (6)  Julius,  born  in  February, 
1812,  married  Sallie  Hall,  of  Jackson,  and  located  in 
Gibson  township,  where  they  died  leaving  two  chil- 
dren: Loenza,  now  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Simpson,  of 
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Susquehanna ; and  Polly,  deceased  wife  of  Orville 
Tarbox.  (7)  Elmyra,  born  in  April,  1814,  married 
William  Blaisdell,  of  Jackson,  and  died  leaving  no 
family.  (8)  Theron  W.,  born  in  January,  1817, 
married  Esther  Roberts,  of  Jackson,  and  died  in 
Gibson,  leaving  three  children:  Martha,  wife  of 
David  Sternberg,  of  Jackson;  and  Leroy  and  Lucy, 
both  residents  of  Gibson.  (9)  Seymour,  born  in 
April,  1819,  died  when  a young  man.  (10)  Frank- 
lin, born  in  June,  1821,  married  Lucy  Ross,  of  Beth- 
any, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  settled  in  Gibson,  where 
she  died.  Later  he  married  Sallie  Hall  Washburn, 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Isola,  now  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Potter,  of  Thompson,  (n)  Samuel,  of 
this  sketch,  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  (12) 
Lucretia  G.,  born  in  August,  1826,  married  Riley 
Blaisdell,  of  Jackson,  and  located  in  New  Milford, 
Penn.,  where  both  died  leaving  no  family. 

Samuel  Washburn  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
in  Gibson  township,  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  district  school  of  the  neighborhood.  On  April 
29,  1847,  he  married  Miss  Harriet  A.  Felter,  of 
Herrick  township,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  in  February,  1827,  but  when  a small  child 
was  brought  to  Herrick  townsnip,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  by  her  parents,  Henry  and  Maria  (Hopper) 
Felter,  who  died  there.  Both  were  natives  of  New 
York  City.  Of  their  eleven  children  onlv  two  are 
now  living:  Mrs.  Washburn,  and  Henry  Felter 
who  still  lives  at  the  old  home  in  Herrick  township 
and  has  three  children — Francis,  Ferona  and  Fred- 
erick— all  married. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Washburn  were  born  four 
children,  namely : ( 1 ) Clarence  D.  was  born  in  Gib- 
son township,  in  August,  1848,  and  his  early  educa- 
tion, acquired  there,  was  supplemented  by  a course 
in  the  higher  graded  schools  of  Scranton,  Penn.  He 
married  Ethelinda  J.  Potter  and  located  in  Susque- 
hanna, where  she  died  leaving  seven  children : 
Blanch  W.,  the  wife  of  Ray  Larrabee,  of  Susque- 
hanna ; Monroe,  a resident  of  Thompson ; Osmond, 
of  Lanesboro ; Douglass,  of  Thompson ; Earl,  Mary 
and  Berenice,  with  their  father  in  Susquehanna. 
For  his  second  wife  Clarence  D.  Washburn  married 
Cora  Lanxterman,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  by  whom 
he  has  one  daughter,  Ruth.  He  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  at  Susquehanna, 
Penn.  (2)  Edson,  born  in  Gibson,  in  May,  1850, 
married  Esther  Felter,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  and  they 
lived  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  died  in  August, 
1872,  leaving  a wife  and  one  daughter,  Hattie,  who 
died  in  childhood.  (3)  Emma  A.,  born  in  August, 
1852,  married  Joseph  Potter,  of  Thompson,  where 
she  died  in  April,  1887,  leaving  two  sons,  Ernest 
and  Rufus,  now  young  men  of  New  York.  (4) 
Frances,  born  in  April,  1857,  in  Gibson  township, 
married  John  Clapper,  of  Thompson,  who  is  now 
clerking  in  a general  store  in  Susquehanna.  They 
had  four  children : Gertrude,  now  the  wife  of  Al- 
bert Batterson,  of  Susquehanna:  Ethel,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years;  Hugh  and  Iva,  at  home. 


After  his  marriage  Mr.  Washburn  located  on 
his  father’s  old  homestead  in  Gibson  township  and 
cared  for  his  parents  during  old  age.  In  1869  he 
removed  to  Dorchester  county,  Md.,  where  he  pur- 
chased a large  farm  and  was  engaged  in  raising 
sugar  corn  and  cotton  for  three  years,  but  at  the 
end  of  that  period  he  sold  out  and  returned  to 
Gibson.  A year  later  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  in  Thompson  township,  near  Comforts  Pond, 
on  the  Harmony  township  line,  it  being  known  as 
the  A.  A.  Toby  farm.  Upon  this  place  he  has  made 
many  improvements,  including  the  erection  of  a 
barn,  and  in  his  farming  operations  he  has  met 
with  well-deserved  success.  He  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party  since  casting 
his  first  vote,  and  he  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  for  six  years  and  held  positions  on  the 
election  board.  In  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife 
are  Baptists  and  take  an  active  part  in  Church 
work.  For  over  a half  century  they  have  traveled 
lifes’  journey  together  as  man  and  wife,  and  can 
look  back  over  the  past  with  no  regrets  as  it  has 
always  been  their  endeavor  to  do  unto  others  as 
they  would  have  others  do  unto  them.  They  are 
therefore  surrounded  by  many  friends  who  esteem 
them  highly  for  their  sterling  worth. 

EDWIN  G.  TAYLOR,  after  a long,  use- 
ful and  well-spent  life,  is  now  living  retired  in 
Susquehanna,  having  through  his  own  well-direct- 
ed and  energetic  efforts  become  the  possessor  of  a 
handsome  property,  which  enables  him  to  lay  aside 
the  arduous  cares  and  responsibilities  of  business  life 
and  spend  his  declining  years  in  ease  and  quiet. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  Danbury,  Conn., 
February  2,  1830,  a son  of  Azel  and  Catherine 
(Knapp)  Taylor.  The  father  was  born  in  the 
same  place  in-  1776  and  was  the  younger  son  of 
Thomas  Taylor,  one  of  the  early  Puritans  of  New 
England  and  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war 
who  died  in  Connecticut.  His  other  son  was  Joel, 
who  made  his  home  in  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  where 
some  of  his  descendants  still  reside.  Azel  grew  to 
manhood  in  Fairfield  county  and  there  learned  the 
trade  of  a comb  maker.  During  the  childhood  of 
our  subject  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
in  1832,  and  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Har- 
ford township,  where  lie  cleared  and  improved  a 
farm,  making  his  home  there  until  his  death  in 
1858.  Politically  he  was  a Henry  Clay  Whig,  and 
religiously  he  and  his  wife  were  prominent  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  always 
took  an  active  interest  in  its  work.  She  continued 
to  reside  upon  the  old  homestead  until  1864,  when 
she  went  to  New  York,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
her  eldest  son,  William  B.  Taylor.  The  father  was 
twice  married,  liis  first  wife  being  a Miss  Seeley, 
of  Connecticut,  by  whom  he  had  four  children : 
Maria,  wife  of  Bradley  Diamond,  of  Connecticut ; 
Seeley  and  Orson,  residents  of  Bethel,  Conn. ; and 
David.  The  children  born  of  the  second  union  are 
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as  follows:  (i)  William  B.  was  a composer  and 

publisher  of  instrumental  music  in  New  York,  where 
his  death  occurred.  He  married  Annie  E.  South- 
worth,  of  that  city,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
daughters — Adda,  Mary  and  Ella.  (2)  John  Iv., 
born  in  Connecticut,  was  reared  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  throughout  life  devoted  his  time 
and  attention  to  chemistry.  He  married  and  lo- 
cated in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  where  he  died  leaving 
two  children — Frank  and  Augusta.  (3)  Alonzo, 
born  in  Fairfield  county,  Conn.,  died  when  young. 
(4)  Charles,  born  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm  in  Harford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  as  a life  work  he  followed  the 
molder’s  trade.  He  married  Jane  Southworth,  of 
New  York,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead.  (5) 
Horace  E.,  born  in  Connecticut,  was  educated  in 
the  Harford  Academy,  and  moved  to  Oxford,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died  soon  after  his  marriage,  leaving  a 
wife  and  daughter,  who  are  still  residents  of  that 
place.  (6)  Edwin  G.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  of 
the  family.  (7)  Orin  L.,  born  in  Harford,  in 
1833,  married  Sarah  Steele,  of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y., 
and  removed  to  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  was  a mu- 
sical director  and  publisher  for  a number  of  years. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  raised  a company,  was 
elected  captain  and  was  in  the  service  about  one 
year  during  Lee’s  invasion  in  Pennsylvania.  From 
Chicago  he  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  died 
leaving  one  daughter,  Bessie,  now  of  Ogdensburg. 
(8)  Joel  W.,  born  in  Harford,  in  1836,  learned 
the  printer’s  trade  when  a young  man  and  worked 
on  the  Binghamton  Republican  for  a number  of 
years,  becoming  part  owner  of  that  paper.  He  is 
now  a resident  of  New  York  City,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  stereotype  work  and  in  publishing  music. 

Edwin  G.  Taylor  was  educated  in  the  Harford 
Academy,  and  when  a young  man  learned  the  mold- 
er’s trade,  which  he  followed  in  Scranton,  Penn., 
Binghamton  and  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  and  Susquehanna, 
Penn.  In  1855  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Maria  Carroll,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Ireland, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children. 
(1)  Charles  C.,  born  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  in 
1856,  received  a good  education  in  the  home  schools 
and  is  now  a resident  of  Binghamton,  where  he  is 
employed -as  bookkeeper  by  a flour  and  feed  firm. 
He  married  Lillian  Tucker,  of  Susquehanna,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Robert  W.  and  Elizabeth 
L.  (2)  Frederick  G.,  born  in  Susquehanna,  in 
1859,  was  a bright,  promising  young  man,  who  re- 
ceived an  academic  education  and  died  in  1876.  (3) 

The  third  child  died  in  infancy.  (4)  William  W., 
born  in  Susquehanna,  in  1871,  attended  the  Susque- 
hanna Academy  and  also  the  State  College  in  Cen- 
tre county,  where  he  took  a course  in  mechanical 
engineering.  He  completed  his  education  in  New 
York  City,  and  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company  as  a mechanical  engineer  and  su- 
perintendent of  their  large  power  house  in  Jersey 
City^a  very  important  and  responsible  position. 


For  three  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Taylor 
continued  to  work  at  the  molder's  trade  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  and  in  1858  came  to  Susquehanna, 
where  he  purchased  property  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
Company  and  erected  thereon  a small  house  in  1859. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  at  Binghamton  in 
the  United  States  navy,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
ironclad  "Dictator,”  then  at  New  York  City.  On 
this  vessel  he  sailed  for  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  did  guard 
duty  at  Hampton  Roads  during  the  most  of  his 
service.  While  thus  employed  his  hand  was  caught  in 
the  machinery  and  was  so  badly  lacerated  that  he  was 
unfit  for  service  and  was  sent  to  Brooklyn  Hospital, 
from  which  he  was  discharged  in  May,  1865.  Re- 
turning to  his  wife  and  two  children  in  Susque- 
hanna, he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  of  molder 
there  for  several  years.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
county  treasurer  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  filled 
that  office  with  honor  and  credit  for  one  term.  In 
1880  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business,  which 
he  successfully  carried  on  for  eight  years,  but  since 
then  has  laid  aside  all  business  and  lives  retired, 
enjoying  a well-earned  rest.  In  1875  he  erected  on 
Jackson  street  one  of  the  finest  homes  of  Susque- 
hanna. It  is  supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences 
and  comforts,  and  is  furnished  in  a refined  and  lux- 
urious manner.  Besides  this  property  he  owns  a 
farm  on  the  Oakland  side  of  the  Susquehanna 
river,  where  he  spends  the  summer  months.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  at- 
tends the  Presbyterian  Church,  although  he  is  not 
a member  of  any  religious  denomination.  Socially 
he  is  an  honored  member  of  Moody  Post  No.  53, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Susquehanna,  and  Susquehanna  Lodge 
No.  452,  K.  P. 

TYLER  BREWSTER  (deceased).  Respon- 
sibilities came  early  in  life  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  for  many  years  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  was  the  eldest  of  nine  children,  and 
was  but  seventeen  years  of  age  when  his  father  died. 
He  manfully  assumed  charge  of  the  farm  and  the 
care  of  his  widowed  mother  and  her  younger  chil- 
dren, and  developed  quickly  into  a farmer  of  ster- 
ling worth  and  capability. 

Mr.  Brewster  was  born  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, March  24,  1815,  a son  of  Eldad  and  Hannah 
(Tyler)  Brewster.  His  father,  born  at  River  Head, 
L.  L,  in  1779,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county.  James 
Brewster,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was 
of  English  ancestry,  settled  with  his  wife,  Anna 
(Foster),  near  River  Head,  L.  I.  He  was  a shoe- 
maker by  trade,  moved  to  Bridgewater  township  in 
1802,  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety-two  years  in  Wysox,  Penn.,  surviving 
Ins  wife  one  year.  Their  children  were  Abigail, 
who  married  David  Yerguson,  of  Wysox,  Penn., 
and  reared  a large  family  of  children ; Daniel,  who 
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was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  died  at  Wells 
Hollow,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  aged  ninety-four 
years;  and  Eldad,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Eldad  Brewster  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade 
of  Weaver.  In  1800,  wnen  he  attained  his  major- 
ity, he  left  home  with  little  means,  in  company  with 
Capt.  Bartlet  Hurds,  Isaac  Post,  Robert  Day,  Dan- 
iel Brewster,  his  brother,  Daniel  Foster,  his  uncle, 
and  others,  for  northeastern  Pennsylvania.  In 
Bridgewater  he  purchased,  two  miles  southeast  of 
the  present  borough  of  Montrose,  fifty  acres  of  land, 
agreeing  to  pay  $3  per  acre.  His  brother  Daniel 
bought  fifty  acres  adjoining.  Money  was  scarce, 
and  after  he  had  partially  cleared  his  farm  Eldad 
Brewster  during  the  winter  season  worked  at  weav- 
ing at  Wyalusing  and  other  settlements,  until  he 
earned  enough  money  to  pay  for  his  land ; later  he 
added  to  his  first  purchase  until  he  owned  122  acres. 
He  was  a man  of  genial  and  kindly  disposition,  with 
good  business  qualities  and  pure  motives.  When  a 
boy  he  had  only  three  months'  schooling,  but  he 
nevertheless  acquired  sound  judgment  and  quick 
perception  in  business  matters.  In  1814  he  mar- 
ried Hannah  Tyler,  who  was  born  in  Windham 
county,  Vt.,  in  1797,  daughter  of  Deacon  Moses 
Tyler,  wdio  settled  in  Bridgewater  in  1808.  To 
Eldad  and  Hannah  Brewster  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Tyler,  our  subject;  Lucena,  born  in 

1816,  widow  of  Samuel  Slierer,  of  Montrose ; Hor- 
ace, born  October  15,  1818,  a resident  of  the  old 
homestead  in  Bridgewater  ; Daniel,  a carpenter,  born 
in  1820,  who  died  at  Montrose  in  1895;  Warren, 
born  in  1822,  who  died  at  Meshoppen  in  1873  ; An- 
drew Jackson,  born  in  1875,  a blacksmith  at  Mont- 
rose; Sarah,  born  in  1827,  wife  of  Salmon  Hemp- 
stead, of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Moses  C.,  a carpen- 
ter, born  in  1829,  who  died  in  1859;  Ann  Maria, 
born  in  1831,  wife  of  AnsN  Stearns,  a farmer  of 
Harford  township.  Eldad  Brewster  died  in  1832, 
and  his  widow  survived  until  1881. 

Our  subject  remained  on  the  home  farm  for 
many  years.  He  married,  in  Harford  township, 
January  6,  1841,  Lydia  Maria  Lyon,  who  was  born 
in  that  township  November  25,  1818,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Read)  Lyon.  Samuel  Lyon 
wras  born  in  Royalston,  Mass.,  December  29,  1782, 
son  of  David  Lyon,  a shoemaker  of  Sutton,  Mass., 
who  was  a musician  in  the  British  army  in  1758. 
Samuel  Lyon  married,  May  24,  1814,  at  Royalston, 
Mass.,  Elizabeth  Read,  who  was  born  May  2,  1791, 
and  in  1818  he  migrated  to  Susquehanna  county, 
settling  in  Harford  township.  The  family  of  Sam- 
uel and  Elizabeth  Lyon  was  as  follows : Isaac 

Read,  born  December  4,  1815,  who  died  November 
39,  1883;  Lydia  M.,  widow  of  our  subject;  and 
Elizabeth,  born  January  3,  1825,  who  married  (first) 
Salmon  Simpkin,  and  after  his  death  wedded  S.  E. 
Rust.  The  mother  died  January  12,  1825,  and  for 
his  second  wife  Samuel  Lyon  married,  December 
16,  1825,  Mahitable  Barrett,  by  whom  there  were 
no  children. 


The  marriage  of  Tyler  and  Lydia  M.  Brewster 
was  blessed  with  the  following  children:  Samuel 

T.,  born  August  16,  1845,  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
2nd  Mass.  Cavalry,  and  died  of  typhoid  fever  in 
the  field  hospital  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  October  8,  1864; 
David  Payson,  born  June  5,  1849,  married  Eva 
Sweet,  and  died  in  Lugonia,  San  Bernardino,  Co., 
Cal.,  July  24,  1887  ; Hannah  E.,  born  March  4,  1852, 
is  the  wife  of  Delzine  Marean,  a telegraph  operator 
of  Washington,  D.  C. ; and  Charles  S.,  born  April 
15,  1857,  died  February  16,  1865. 

In  1849  our  subject  moved  from  Bridgewater 
to  Harford  township,  and  took  care  of  his  wife’s 
parents.  There  he  remained  actively  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  February 
24,  1885.  In  Bridgewater  he  was  a deacon  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  Harford  township  he  uni- 
ted with  the  Congregational  Church,  with  which  he 
was  prominently  connected  through  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican. 
He  was  a successful  farmer,  having  inherited  the 
sterling  qualities  which  carried  his  father  through 
the  path  that  led  to  a prosperous  pioneer  home. 
His  widow  now  lives  alone  on  the  old  homestead. 
She  was  a woman  of  many  accomplishments  and 
most  estimable  traits,  and  to  her  must  be  given  due 
measure  of  credit  for  the  influential  and  highly  re- 
spected family  name  which  she  bears. 

J.  N.  SARTELL,  one  of  the  prominent  farm- 
ers of  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
evidences  by  the  manner  in  which  he  carries  on  his 
business  that  he  thoroughly  understands  the  voca- 
tion which  he  has  chosen  as  a life  work,  and  he  is 
meeting  with  most  gratifying  success.  Neatness 
and  order  prevail  upon  his  place,  which  is  managed, 
with  regard  to  its  cultivation,  in  a manner  which 
reflects  great  credit  upon  the  owner. 

Mr.  Sartell  was  born  in  Thompson  township, 
March  24,  1838,  a son  of  Nathaniel  and  Margaret 
(Ball)  Sartell.  The  father  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire,  October  22,  1810,  and  when  a child  was 
adopted  by  Frederick  and  Rachel  Bingham.  When 
a young  man  he  came  to  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  married 
Miss  Margaret  Ball,  a native  of  Gibson  township, 
that  county,  where  her  father  located  at  an  early 
day  in  the  history  of  this  region,  clearing  and  im- 
proving a farm  in  that  township.  The  father  of  our 
subject  opened  up  a farm  in  Thompson  township, 
but  in  1850  removed  to  Ararat  township,  where 
from  a wild  and  unimproved  tract  of  land  he  devel- 
oped another  farm.  He  was  a minister  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  men  of  his  community.  He  died  De- 
cember 10,  1884,  but  his  wife  is  still  living  and  con- 
tinues to  make  her  home  in  Ararat  township.  Our 
subject  is  the  oldest  of  their  children,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  Mary,  who  died  August  1,  1842, 
in  Thompson  township ; Clara,  wife  of  Rev.  James 
E.  Payne,  a Free  Methodist  minister;  Evalinej  wife 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1388 


of  Eli  Avery,  of  Ararat  township ; Rosetta,  wife 
of  Charles  Stone,  of  the  same  township ; Silas  N., 
who  is  married  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead ; 
Wesley,  a Methodist  minister,  who  was  educated  at 
Kingston,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Ararat  township,  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1875  ; Urbane,  who  died  July  17,  1854;  and 
Irving,  who  died  April  21,  1865. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  J.  N.  Sartell 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  Susque- 
hannah  county,  and  from  the  age  of  twelve  years  has 
made  his  home  in  Ararat  township.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Construction  Corps  and 
was  stationed  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  most  of  the  time. 
On  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Ararat, 
where  he  has  since  followed  farming  with  marked 
success.  His  first  purchase  consisted  of  a partially 
improved  farm  of  ninety-three  acres,  to  which  he 
added  thirty-five  acres  of  the  West  farm,  but  has 
sold  some,  and  now  has  about  ninety-three  acres  of 
valuable  land  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  well  improved. 

On  January  1,  1867,  in  Ararat  township,  Mr. 
Sartell  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Bloxham,  a native 
of  that  township,  who  died  January  8,  1887.  He 
was  again  married,  February  22,  1888,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Potter,  a native  of 
Thompson,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a daughter  of 
Francis  and  Lucinda  (Gardner)  Potter.  Her  fa- 
ther died  February  22,  1877,  but  her  mother  is 
still  living  in  Thompson.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  two  children:  George,  born  May  15,  1889; 

and  Eva,  born  October  12,  1891.  Mr.  Sartell  is  an 
active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  has  served  as  trustee  of  the  same. 
He  takes  a commendable  interest  in  public  affairs, 
is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
has  filled  the  office  of  poormaster  in  Ararat  town- 
ship. 

CHARLES  F.  WHITNEY,  a leading  dairy- 
man and  farmer  of  Thompson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  whose  home  is  near  the  Jackson 
township  line,  was  born  on  his  present  farm,  in 
January,  1858,  and  is  a son  of  Merrick  T.  and  Fos- 
tina  L.  (Wheaton)  Whitney,  both  born  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  in  1818,  the  former  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, the  latter  in  Jackson  township.  The  mater- 
nal grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Moses  B.  and 
Mary  (Aldrich)  Wheaton,  representatives  of  an  old 
and  prominent  pioneer  family  of  Jackson  township. 
His  great-grandparents,  Moses  and  Sarah  (Ballou) 
Wheaton,  were  born  in  New  Hampshire,  of  English 
and  French  ancestry,  respectively,  and  the  latter 
was  a relative  of  President  James  A.  Garfield.  In 
February,  1815,  Moses  B.  Wheaton  came  from 
Richmond,  N.  H.,  and  located  in  Jackson  Corners, 
near  the  present  home  of  his  son.  Dr.  W.  W.  Whea- 
ton, the  county  at  that  time  being  almost  a wilder- 
ness. There  he  reared  a family  of  twelve  children. 

The  paternal  grandparents  were  Torrey  and 
Elizabeth  (Lamb)  Whitney,  the  latter  a daughter 


of  Major  Joel  Lamb,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  The 
year  1815  also  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Torrey 
Whitney  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  came  from 
Marlboro,  Yt.,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Harford, 
but  in  1836  removed  to  Jackson  township,  where 
he  erected  a sawmill  and  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  lumber  for  some  years.  He  also  cleared 
and  improved  a farm  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
and  his  wife  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  politically  he  was  a con- 
servative Democrat.  He  was  a prominent  Mason, 
and  was  buried  with  the  honors  of  the  order.  His 
death  occurred  in  1872,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1865.  In  their  family  were  four  sons,  namely: 
(1)  Allis,  born  in  Harford,  in  1816,  married  and 
located  in  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where  two  of  his  sons 
are  still  living.  (2)  Merrick  T.  was  the  next  in 
order  of  birth.  (3)  J.  Barnard,  born  in  1823,  mar- 
ried Lucy  A.  Babcock,  of  Jackson,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Thompson  township,  where  he  and  his  wife 
died  some  ten  years  ago.  Their  children  were 
Leander ; Emeretta,  deceased  wife  of  Henry  Truax, 
of  Thompson ; Alonzo,  a resident  of  Ararat  town- 
ship ; Emma  and  Eva,  twins.  (4)  Russell  Velosco, 
born  in  Jackson,  in  1832,  married  Melissa  Wheaton, 
a sister  of  our  subject's  mother,  and  resides  on  the 
old  Whitney  homestead,  being  the  only  one  of  the 
family  now  living.  He  has  three  children : Ella 

A.,  wife  of  E.  J.  Mathews,  of  Susquehanna;  Will- 
iam M.,  now  on  the  old  Homestead,  who  married 
Ida  Hamlin,  of  Montrose,  and  has  one  daughter— 
Ethel : and  Edwin  S.,  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  who  mar- 
ried Emma'Larabee,  of  Jackson  and  has  one  son — 
Monroe. 

Merrick  T.  Whitney  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Jackson  township,  and  received  the  benefits 
of  a district  school  education.  During  his  younger 
days  he  dealt  in  farm  produce,  which  he  hauled  by 
wagon  to  Philadelphia,  or  over  the  Newburgh  pike 
to  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  and  then  shipping  the  same 
by  boat  on  the  Pludson  to  New  York  City.  On  the 
return  trip  he  would  bring  back  a load  of  dry  goods, 
boots  and  shoes.  In  1842  he  married  Miss  Fostina 
L.  Wheaton,  who  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen  taught 
her  first  school  in  Jackson  township,  and  was  a suc- 
cessful teacher  for  a number  of  years.  She  was  a 
lady  of  culture  and  refinement  and  scholarly  in  her 
tastes.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whit- 
ney located  where  our  subject  now  lives,  and  from 
the  forest  the  father  developed  a large  farm,  which 
he  converted  into  one  of  the  best  cared  for  homes 
of  Thompson  township.  There  he  died  in  March, 
1886,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  February,  1899. 
The}-  were  very  prominent  and  active  members  of 
the  Free  Baptist  Church,  with  which  they  united  in 
early  life,  Mrs.  Whitney  being  connected  with  the 
same  for  sixtv-one  years.  The  father  was  an  officer 
in  the  Church  for  many  years  and  foremost  in  all 
Church  work.  Fie  also  took  a very  active  part  in 
local  politics,  and  held  all  offices  in  his  township 
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with  the  exception  of  constable.  He  was  elected 
county  commissioner  in  1878,  re-elected  in  1881, 
and  served  in  all  six  years  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlist- 
ed, in  1862,  a company  of  forty-six  men  for  the 
17th  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  elected  first  lieutenant,  but 
on  account  of  failing  health  was  obliged  to  resign. 
He  then  devoted  his  time  to  caring  for  the  wives  and 
families  of  those  in  the  service,  and  his  support  was 
always  given  the  Union  cause.  His  brothers,  Bar- 
nard and  Velosco,  were  in  the  army,  and  he  also  had 
one  son,  a son-in-law  and  ten  nephews  in  the  service. 

To  Merrick  and  Fostina  Whitney  were  born  five 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  Lovell  M.,  born  in  1844, 

died  in  1846.  (2)  Newell  D.,  born  in  1847,  grew 

to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  local 
schools.  In  March,  1864,  when  a boy  of  seventeen 
years,  he  enlisted  in  Battery  A,  1st  Pennsylvania 
Light  Artillery,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in 
July,  1865.  For  three  or  four  months  he  was  con- 
fined to  the  hospital  by  illness,  and  on  his  return 
home  was  still  in  poor  health.  In  the- fall  of  1866 
he  entered  Hillsdale  College,  Michigan,  where  he 
was  a student  for  two  years,  and  then  took  up  the 
study  of  law  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  that 
State,  and  became  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of 
Binghamton,  being  retained  as  counsel  on  the  noted 
Ruloff  murder  trial  in  that  city.  He  was  a lieuten- 
ant in  Battery  A,  6th  Division  National  Guards  of 
New  York  and  held  the  rank  of  colonel  on  Gov. 
Huffman's  staff.  His  health  failed  from  overwork 
during  the  Greeley  campaign  in  1872,  and  he  died 
in  1874.  His  funeral  was  one  of  the  largest  known 
in  Susquehanna  county,  being  attended  by  his  com- 
rades and  many  friends.  He  was  a young  man  of 
fine  abilities  and  would  have  undoubtedly  made  his 
mark  in  the  world.  (3)  Orville  C.,  born  in  1849, 
was  graduated  from  Hillsdale  College  in  1875,  and 
for  some  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Union  Cen- 
tral Insurance  Company  of  New  York.  During  the 
winter  he  also  taught  school  in  Susquehanna  and 
W yoming  counties,  Penn.,  for  some  time,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  largest  shippers  of  produce  in  New 
York  State,  his  home  being  in  Binghamton.  In 
1875  he  married  Miss  Mate  S.  Savory,  of  Jackson, 
a daughter  of  Jasper  Savory,  a well-to-do  citizen 
of  that  township.  They  have  three  children : Lu- 
cile,  now  the  wife  of  Edwin  Dean,  of  New  York 
City ; Nellie,  a stenographer  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
and  Fred  N.  (4)  Anna  M.,  born  in  October, 
1851,  married  Edwin  A.  French,  of  Jackson,  who 
served  for  four  years  as  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war. 
They  resided  in  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  but  she  died 
in  1875  at  the  old  home,  leaving  no  children. 

Charles  F.  Whitney  is  the  youngest  of  the  fam- 
ily. LTpon  the  home  farm  he  grew  to  manhood, 
and  for  two  years  he  also  attended  college  at  Hills- 
dale, Mich.  He  taught  school  for  two  winters,  but 
since  then  has  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  upon 'the  old  homestead,  making 


a specialty  of  the  breeding  of  fine  cattle  and  sheep. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  to  handle  Jersey  stock  in 
this  section.  He  cared  for  his  mother  during  her 
declining  years  and  still  continues  to  operate  the 
old  home  farm. 

In  1880  Mr.  Whitney  was  united  jn  marriage 
with  Miss  Rena  A.  Fletcher,  who  was  born  in  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  in  i860,  and  princi- 
pally educated  in  the  higher  schools  of  Hornellsville, 
New  York.  Her  parents  were  Charles  C.  and  Ma- 
tilda (Squires)  Fletcher,  prominent  citizens  of 
Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who  died 
in  Thompson  township.  In  their  family  were  five 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Ellen,  born 

in  Wayne  county,  married  Julius  Tyler,  of  Ararat, 
Penn. ; Charlotte  E.  married  Delevan  Becker,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  January,  1893; 
Olive  married  Harry  Humphreys,  of  New  York 
City ; and  William  married  Mary  Tyler,  of  Har- 
ford, Penn.,  and  is  living  in  Carbondale.  He  was 
at  one  time  a medical  practitioner  of  Susquehanna, 
but  now  makes  a specialty  of  optics.  He  is  a promi- 
nent man  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  his  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney  have 
five  children,  all  born  at  their  present  home : Mabel 
M.,  in  January,  1882;  Lena  G.,  in  1885;  Merrick 
C.,  in  May,  1889:  Marguerite,  in  May,  1891;  and 
Mildred  K.,  in  January,  1897.  The  parents  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  our  subject  has  served  as  secre- 
tary and  a member  of  the  official  board  for  some 
years,  is  now  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
and  has  been  chorister  since  1876,  and  is  now  pres- 
ident of  the  Sunday-School  Association  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  He  is  a member  of  the  Thompson 
Grange  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Prohibition 
party,  serving  as  chairman  or  secretary  of  the  coun- 
ty organization  for  some  time.  He  has  filled  the 
office  of  school  director,  auditor,  clerk,  inspector, 
and  is  now  creditably  serving  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  having  received  a large  vote  from  both  of 
the  old  parties.  For  many  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  order  of  Good  Templars,  and  held  commis- 
sions under  different  Grand  Chief  Templars,  as  Dis- 
trict Deputy  of  Susquehanna  county. 

CHARLES  T.  THORPE.  No  educator,  per- 
haps, has  been  more  prominently  connected  with  the 
schools  of  Susquehanna  county  than  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  For  twenty-six  years  he  has  been  act- 
ively engaged  in  teaching  within  its  borders,  and 
is  now  the  principal  of  the  graded  schools  of  Forest 

City. 

Prof.  Thorpe's  ancestry  is  English,  but  it  was 
engrafted  upon  American  soil  generations  ago. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Titus  Thorpe,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  March  10,  1776,  and  was  raised  on  the 
farm,  but  during  his  youth  he  learned  the  black- 
smith’s trade,  and  later  in  life  worked  at  both  farm- 
ing and  blacksmithing.  Quite  earlv  in  life  he  mar- 
ried Phoebe  Marvin,  born  in  Connecticut,  Septem- 
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ber  17,  1779.  After  living  in  Wallingford,  Conn., 
a number  of  years,  they  removed  to  Sheffield,  Berk- 
shire Co.,  Mass.,  where  a farm  was  purchased, 
upon  which  he  built  a shop.  Here  they  lived  and 
reared  their  family,  comprising  two  sons  and  five 
daughters,  namely : Almeda,  Oreb  Andrus,  Eliza, 

Mary,  Marvin,  Caroline,  and  Phoebe.  A part  of  the 
time  during  the  war  of  1812  Titus  Thorpe  served 
in  the  American  army.  He  died  in  1825,  but  his 
widow  lived  many  years  thereafter,  to  see  all  of 
their  children  come  to  vigorous  manhood  and  wom- 
anhood, and  to  caress  and  care  for  many  fond  grand- 
children. 

Oreb  A.  Thorpe,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  January  25,  1802,  and 
died  at  Otego,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  29,  1875. 
The  war  of  1812  inspired  him  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary boyish  patriotism,  and  a few  years  thereafter 
he  formed  a military  company  which  became  a part 
of  the  Massachusetts  militia.  He  was  captain  of 
this  company  but  a short  time,  however,  before  he 
was  made  colonel  of  the  regiment.  Col.  Thorpe’s 
regiment  at  those  annual  “general  training’’  occa- 
sions always  attracted  special  attention  because  of 
the  excellent  discipline  his  men  displayed,  and  be- 
cause of  the  striking  appearance  of  their  colonel, 
who  was  a little  more  than  six  feet  tall,  weighed 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  and  sat 
a horse  as  erect  as  a statue.  He  was  a man  of 
attractive  nature,  well  informed,  a genial  companion 
among  men,  and  at  his  death  it  was  not  known  that 
he  had  an  enemy.  He  chose  farming  for  his  chief 
pursuit.  On  May  30,  1832,  he  married  Lydia  M. 
Loomis.  Her  father.  Col.  Moses  Loomis,  was  born 
in  Egremont,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  January  16, 
1779,  and  died  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  1872.  He  was  a 
man  of  excellent  educational  attainments,  a civil  en- 
gineer and  land  surveyor,  and  to  land  surveying  he 
gave  most  of  his  attention.  He  was  colonel  of  a 
regiment  of  Massachusetts  militia,  and  prominent 
in  the  Masonic  Lraternity.  During  the  early  part  of 
the  nineteenth  century  he  spent  much  time  in  south- 
ern Pennsylvania  and  in  Maryland,  in  running  out 
land  boundaries,  and  in  plotting  much  of  the  then 
wild  domain  of  those  States. 

Lydia  M.  Loomis,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Egremont,  Mass.,  May  30,  1809,  and 
died  at  Otego,  N.  Y.,  in  1881.  She  was  given  good 
educational  advantages,  and  began  teaching  when 
quite  young,  following  this  vocation  until  her  mar- 
riage. As  a school  teacher  she  was  remarkably  suc- 
cessful, and  as  a musician  she  had  few  superiors. 
To  Oreb  A.  and  Lydia  M.  Thorpe  were  born  six 
children,  namely:  J.  Rutson,  Thaddeus  O.,  Willis 

L.,  Charles  T.,  Josephine  M.,  and  Oreb  L.,  all  liv- 
ing at  the  present  writing.  J.  R.  Thorpe,  Esq.,  re- 
sides at  Otego,  N.  Y. ; for  a long  term  of  years  he 
has  been  justice  of  the  peace,  and  an  agent  for  life 
and  fire  insurance  companies.  Thaddeus  O.  went 
to  Iowa  thirty  years  ago,  taught  school  a number 
of  years,  then  was  employed  by  a wholesale  store  in 


Des  Moines  until  failing  health  caused  him  to  relin- 
quish that  work  also ; he  is  now  living  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  with  his  son.  Rev.  W.  L.  Thorpe  has  been 
prominent  in  the  Wyoming  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years,  having 
been  presiding  elder  of  several  districts,  and  having 
served  many  of  the  important  charges ; he  is  now 
pastor  of  the  Church  at  Plymouth,  Penn.  Josephine 
M.  and  was  married  to  Carlton  B.  Lewis  early  in  life, 
and  now  resides  with  her  husband  at  Otego,  N.  Y. 
Oreb  F.  lives  upon  the  old  homestead  at  Otego,  N. 
Y. ; he  is  a thorough  farmer,  and  a leader  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lives. 

Charles  T.  Thorpe,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Sheffield,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  March 
15,  1840.  When  he  was  six  years  old  his  father, 
having  purchased  a large  farm  at  Otego,  removed 
his  family  to  that  place.  Charles  was  given  good 
educational  advantages,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  began  his  work  as  a teacher.  He  taught  nine 
years  at  Otego,  in  the  meantime  studying  law,  with 
the  intention  of  becoming  a lawyer.  He  was  then 
elected  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  also  an  associate 
judge  in  Otsego  county,  but  at  the  expiration  of  the 
terms  of  these  offices  his  devotion  to  school  work 
was  stronger  than  his  inclination  toward  the  law, 
so  he  again  engaged  in  teaching.  In  1871  he  was 
awarded  a State  certificate  by  the  State  superintend- 
ent of  New  York.  In  1874  he  came  to  New  Mil- 
ford, Susquehanna  county,  as  principal  of  the  New 
Milford  graded  school,  and  after  spending  one  year 
there  went  to  Susquehanna  to  take  charge  of  the 
graded  schools  of  that  borough.  Here  he  re- 
mained twenty  years  and  then  went  to  Forest 
City.  ' 

Prof.  Thorpe  regards  the  token  of  esteem  paid 
him  by  the  Susquehanna  County  Institute,  at  Mont- 
rose, in  October,  1898,  as  the  most  precious  tribute 
any  teacher  can  receive.  On  that  occasion  an  ova- 
tion was  given  him  by  a body  of  about  three  hun- 
dred teachers,  a gold-headed  cane  presented  him 
and  eulogistic  addresses  made  in  commemoration 
of  his  twenty-five  years  continuous  work  in  the  grad- 
ed schools  of  the  county.  He  has  attended  prob- 
ably more  local  institutes  and  teachers’  meetings 
than  any  other  teacher  in  the  county,  ever  evincing  a 
desire  to  keep  in  touch  with  all  of  the  educational 
interests  of  the  county,  and  always  showing  an  am- 
bition to  keep  pace  with  the  educational  progress 
of  the  age. 

In  186  r Mr.  Thorpe  married  Marilla  Osborn, 
who  died  at  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  in  1888.  His 
second  wife  is  Jennie  L.  Bartram,  daughter  of  the 
late  C.  T.  Bartram,  of  Susquehanna.  Prof,  and 
Mrs.  Thorpe  are  active  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  for  several  years  past  has  been  a 
lav-reader.  The  long  duration  of  his  educational 
career  in  Susquehanna  county  is  evidence  of  his 
high  character  as  a teacher ; and  as  a citizen  he  is 
held  in  the  highest  estimation. 
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W.  J.  MAXEY.  The  professional  ranks  are 
often  recruited  from  the  ranks  of  those  who  in 
early  years  acquired  one  of  the  manual  trades.  In 
instances  of  that  kind  merit  is  invariably  present. 
A fitting  example  is  afforded  in  the  career  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  once  molder  and  justice  of 
the  peace,  now  editor  and  publisher  and  sheriff,  and 
withal  a most  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of 
Susquehanna  county. 

Mr.  Maxey  was  born  July  22,  1863,  in  Carbon 
county,  Penn.,  son  of  David  and  Ann  ( Daniels) 
Maxey,  both  natives  of  Wales.  David  Maxey  was 
a miner  by  occupation  and  after  his  immigration 
to  America  lived  in  Carbondale,  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, then  Luzerne  county.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a Whig 
and  Republican,  his  first  vote  being  cast  for  W.  H. 
Harrison  and  his  last  for  Benjamin  Harrison.  He 
died  April  8,  1892,  aged  seventy-four  years,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1827,  died  in  1886.  Of 
their  children  but  three  survive:  Mary  J.,  wife  of 

Thomas  David,  of  Hazleton ; Mrs.  Anna  E.  Nicho- 
las, of  Hazleton,  and  our  subject. 

W.  J.  Maxey  attended  the  public  schools  of  the 
vicinity  of  his  boyhood  home.  He  acquired  the 
trade  of  molder  and  in  his  youth  also  worked  in  the 
mines  in  various  capacities.  A hen  about  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  he  settled  in  Susquehanna  county, 
to  work  in  the  mines,  continuing  in  that  work  for 
seven  years.  In  the  spring  of  1894  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  received  his  commission  on 
May  1,  of  that  year.  In  October,  1896,  Mr.  Maxey 
purchased  the  Forest  City  News,  an  eight-page 
weekly  paper,  and  became  its  editor  and  publisher. 
Although  the  paper  is  conducted  as  an  independent 
in  a political  sense,  the  editor  himself  is  a Repub- 
lican. On  November  7,  1899,  Mr.  Maxey  was 
elected  sheriff  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  was 
sworn  into  office  January  1,  1900. 

On  May  16,  1892,  Mr.  Maxey  was  married  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Brown,  daughter  of  Thomas  Brown, 
of  Forest  City.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  David  R.,  Florence  B.,  W.  J.  D.  and  Paul 

H.  Socially  Mr.  Maxey  is  a member  of  the  True 
American  Ivorites,  and  the  Heptasophs,  and  the 
Forest  City  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M. 

AVERY  MESSENGER.  Some  nine  years 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  connected  with 
the  chemical  plant  of  C.  F.  Wright  & Co.,  located 
in  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  for 
five  years  has  been  its  foreman.  He  is  a citizen  of 
many  sterling  qualities,  among  which  faithfulness 
and  thoroughness  are  conspicuous. 

Mr.  Messenger  was  born  in  La  Porte,  Sulli- 
van Co.,  Penn.,  in  1855,  the  son  of  John  N.  and 
Susan  (Finck)  Messenger.  The  father  was  born 
in  1818,  the  youngest  child  of  Cyrus  and  Rhoda 
(Keys)  Messenger,  who  about  1806  removed  from 
Litchfield,  Mass.,  to  Bridgewater  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Cyrus  Messenger  was  a tanner 


and  currier  by  trade  and  for  many  years  followed 
his  trade  at  Montrose.  His  wife  died  in  1821,  and 
for  his  second  wife  he  married  Abigail  Welsh.  He 
died  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  Ebenezer,  aged 
eighty-five  years.  The  children  of  Cyrus  and 
Rhoda  Messenger  were  as  follows  : Keziah,  born  in 
1799,  died  in  1826;  Everett,  born  in  1801  ; Ebenezer, 
born  in  1803  ; Ruby,  born  in  1804;  Chloe  Key,  born 
in  1807;  Olive,  born  in  1809,  married  Col.  Greeley, 
of  Wayne  county;  Cyrus  P.,  born  in  1810;  Horace 
P.,  born  in  1813;  Rhoda  Ann,  born  in  1814,  mar- 
ried Griffin  Cook;  Lucy  M.,  born  in  1816,  married 
Sylvanus  Osborne  and  was  the  mother  of  Gen.  E. 
S.  Osborne,  of  Wilkes  Barre ; John  N.,  father  of 
our  subject,  born  in  1818. 

John  N.  Messenger  was  reared  in  Susquehanna 
county.  He  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  and  also 
became  a farmer  in  Sullivan  county.  The  later 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  with  our  subject  in  Ara- 
rat township,  where  lie  died  June  8,  1894.  To 
John  N.  and  Susan  Messenger  were  born  eight 
children,  namely:  Edgar  J.,  a farmer  of  Ararat 

township,  Susquehanna  county ; Rufus,  a resident 
of  Columbia  county ; Dotha,  who  lives  at  La  Porte, 
Sullivan  county ; Charles  N.,  of  Benton,  Penn. ; 
Dana  J.,  who  was  accidentally  killed  at  Du  Bois, 
Clearfield  county,  while  woods  foreman  for  J.  E. 
Du  Bois;  Avery,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Rose,  who 
married  Andrew  Ivesler,  of  Columbia  county ; Es- 
ther, who  married  Eleazar  A.  Mead,  of  Thompson. 

Avery  Messenger  was  reared  in  Sullivan  and 
Susquehanna  counties  and  received  a good  com- 
mon-school education.  For  a number  of  years  he 
followed  farming  in  Sullivan  and  Susquehanna 
counties;  in  1886  began  working  for  manufacturing 
companies.  For  the  past  nine  years  he  has  been  in 
the  employ  of  C.  F.  Wright  & Co.,  producers  of 
charcoal,  acetate  of  lime  and  wood  alcohol,  and  for 
four  years  has  been  the  company’s  foreman.  This 
business  was  established  in  1882  by  Patterson  Bros. 
It  was  later  owned  by  the  Lackawanna  Chemical 
Company  and  since  1895  has  been  operated  by  the 
present  firm.  It  employs  ten  men,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject has  been  longest  in  its  service. 

In  May,  1883,  Mr.  Messenger  married,  in  Sul- 
livan county,  Penn.,  Miss  Nellie  Mead,  a native  of 
Clark’s  Green,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Sylvester  and 
Jane  (Elliott)  Mead.  To  our  subject  and  wife 
have  been  born  three  children — Flossie,  Juniata  and 
Dana.  I11  politics  Mr.  Messenger  is  a Republican, 
and  socially  he  is  a member  of  Freedom  Lodge  No. 
328,  F.  & A.  M.  He  is  one  of  the  well-known  men 
of  Ararat  township,  highly  esteemed  for  his  many 
good  qualities, 

OLIVER  C.  SEVERANCE  is  a worthy  repre- 
sentative of  the  business  interests  of  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
general  farming,  and  also  operates  a steam  saw- 
mill at  West  Clifford.  In  business  affairs  he  is  en- 
ergetic, prompt  and  notably  reliable,  and  carries 
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forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he  un- 
dertakes. 

Mr.  Severance  was  born  in  Clifford  township, 
October  24,  1842,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to 
John  Severance,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
America.  He  was  born  in  Ipswich,  England,  and 
died  in  this  country,  April  9,  1682.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Abigail  Kimball,  his 
second  Susannah  Ambrose,  of  Boston,  Mass.  The 
next  in  direct  descent  was  John  Severance,  Jr.,  a 
natives  of  Salisbury,  Mass.  His  son,  Joseph  Sever- 
ance, was  born  October  26,  1682,  and  married  Anna 
Kellogg.  Among  their  children  was  Jonathan  Se- 
verance, who  was  born  June  12,  1725,  and  married 
Thankful  Stevens.  He  was  a farmer  of  Green- 
field, Mass.,  and  built  the  first  gristmill  in  that  town 
just  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution.  He 
served  as  a lieutenant  in  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  and  furnished  a substitute  for  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  in  which  his  son,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  took 
an  active  part.  His  son,  Solomon  Severance,  was 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  was  born 
in  Greenfield,  Mass.,  November  10,  1762,  and  died 
November  12,  1804.  He  was  a farmer  of  consider- 
able prominence  in  town  and  military  affairs,  filling 
several  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  and  passing 
through  all  grades  of  office  from  corporal  to  colonel. 
On  November  21,  1785,  he  married  Hannah  Hoyt, 
a daughter  of  Jonathan  Hovt,  of  Deerfield,  Mass. 

Capt.  Otis  Severance,  Sr.,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Greenfield,  Mass.,  October  12, 
1788,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  lo- 
cating in  Clifford  township,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  On  February  8,  1814,  he  mar- 
ried Abigail  Stratton,  who  was  born  in  1792,  and 
died  May  13,  1842.  For  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried Mary  E.  Smith.  He  died  December  31,  1874, 
and  was  buried  at  Clifford. 

Otis  C.  Severance,  a son  by  the  first  marriage 
and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  November 
15,  1815,  and  throughout  life  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  farming.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Ema- 
line  Stevens,  and  both  died  in  Eenox  township, 
the  former  April  1,  1888,  and  the  latter  April  13, 
1889,  their  remains  being  interred  in  Clifford  ceme- 
terv.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely : Eunice,  deceased  wife  of  Emory  Harding ; 
Oliver  C.,  our  subject;  Otis,  a merchant  of  Lenox- 
ville ; Eugene,  a blacksmith  of  that  place ; Oscar, 
a retired  farmer,  living  at  Carbondale ; Jane,  who 
first  married  Luther  Miller,  and  second  E.  Cot- 
rell,  of  Fremont,  Mich. ; and  Emory,  a farmer  and 
supervisor  of  Lenox  township. 

On  leaving  home  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
Oliver  C.  Severance  purchased  a farm  in  Lenox 
township,  which  he  operated  for  eight  years,  and 
then  engaged  in  the  wagon  business  in  Lenoxville 
for  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  pur- 
chased a hotel  at  Royal  and  successfully  conducted 
the  same  for  twelve  years.  In  June,  1894,  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm  in  Clifford  township,  and 


has  since  carried  it  on  with  marked  success.  He 
has  also  been  interested  in  the  sawmill  business 
since  June,  1898,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  most 
energetic,  enterprising  and  progressive  business 
men  in  the  community.  In  his  political  views  he  is 
an  ardent  Republican.  In  Lenox  township,  Mr. 
Severance  was  married,  February  18,  1863,  to  Miss 
Mary  Harding,  who  was  born  in  that  township, 
February  18,  1843,  and  died  February  22,  1864, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  Clifford  cemetery.  He  was  again 
married  in  Lenox  township,  March  16,  1865,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Sarah  C.  Bell.  Five 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely : Lyman  C.,  a 
railroad  man  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  who  married 
Nettie  Pell;  Kirk  E.,  at  home;  Arthur,  a merchant 
and  postmaster  at  Royal;  Eleanora  M.,  at  home; 
and  Martin  O.,  who  died  September  19,  1881. 

Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Severance  was  born  in  Benton, 
Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  February  19,  1846,  a daugh- 
ter of  Lyman  and  Eleanor  Bell,  the  former  a na- 
tie  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  of  Con- 
necticut. Her  father  was  a farmer  and  sawyer, 
but  spent  his  last  days  in  retirement  from  active 
labor.  In  1849  he  removed  to  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  in  1874  to  Nicholson, 
where  he  died  March  17,  1899,  aged  eightv-one 
years,  his  wife  March  6,  1881,  aged  sixtv-five  years. 
Both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Clifford  cemetery.  The 
mother  was  a member  of  the  Universalist  Church, 
and  the  father,  though  not  a member  of  any  re- 
ligious denomination,  was  well  versed  in  the  Bible 
and  was  an  earnest  Christian.  Their  children  were 
Ann  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a half 
years;  Louisa  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen; 
Sarah  C.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Emma  V.,  wife  of 
Martin  Crock,  a traveling  salesman  of  Nicholson; 
and  Lola  M.,  wife  of  Albert  Roper,  of  Scranton, 
Penn.  Mrs.  Severance’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
Lyman  and  Eleanor  Bell,  who  died  in  Nicholson. 
The  grandfather  was  a farmer,  and  also  a sawyer 
in  his  early  days.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
William  and  Ann  M.  (Baker)  Miller,  who  died  in 
Lenox  township. 

JOHN  INCH,  a prominent  citizen  of  Way- 
mart,  Wayne  county,  now  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness cares,  is  one  of  the  men  who  make  old  age 
seem  the  better  portion  of  life.  He  was  born  in 
Devonshire,  England,  March  7,  1808,  a son  of 
Zachariah  and  Elizabeth  (\  odden)  Inch.  His) 
paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Mary  (Callaway) 
Inch,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  England,  living  upon 
the  farm  which  the  father  of  our  subject  owned. 
They  died  within  a day  of  each  other,  were 
buried  in  the  same  grave,  and  a large  double  tomb- 
stone now  marks  their  last  resting  place.  The 
maternal  grandfather,  Edmond  Yodden,  was 
throughout  life  a farmer  in  England. 

Zachariah  Inch  (our  subject’s  father)  was  also 
an  agriculturist,  and  followed  his  chosen  calling 
in  the  Parish  of  Bridgerule,  Devonshire,  England, 
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where  he  died  in  1812,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty 
years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and  was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  left  three  children : Mary  A.,  who  wedded 
Richard  Piper  (both  died  in  England)  ; John,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Edmond,  who  died  in 
England.  The  mother  afterward  became  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Bray  and  emigrated  to  Canada,  where 
she  died  a number  of  years  later,  in  about  1862,  at 
a ripe  old  age.  By  her  second  union  she  also  had 
three  children : Samuel,  who  died  in  England ; 

Jane,  who  married,  and  removed  to  Canada;  and 
Mrs.  Bessie  Bamberry,  also  a resident  of  Canady. 

Upon  the  home  farm  John  Inch  remained  until 
twelve  years  of  age.  His  father  having  died,  he 
was  forced  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  for  himself, 
working  on  farms  in  England  until  he  attained  his 
majority.  He  then  crossed  the  Atlantic,  landing 
at  Quebec,  Canada,  where  he  remained,  however, 
only  a short  time.  For  a few  months  he  worked 
on  a farm  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  then  came 
to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  had  acquain- 
tances living.  He  purchased  a farm  of  fifty  acres 
in  Prompton,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  for 
twenty-two  years,  and  on  selling  that  place  bought 
another  farm,  in  Dyberry  township,  which  he  oper- 
ated for  four  years.  His  next  purchase  consisted 
of  a farm  in  Canaan  township,  where  he  success- 
fully engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  twenty 
years.  Since  1884,  however,  he  has  lived  in  Way- 
mart,  having  laid  aside  the  cares  and  responsibilities 
of  business  life. 

In  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Inch  was 
married,  February  29,  1844,  to  Mrs.  Chloe  H. 
(Dibble)  Tiffany,  Rev.  Rowland,  a Presbyterian 
minister,  performing  the  ceremony.  She  is  a 
native  of  the  county,  born  in  Damascus  township, 
April  1,  1821,  and  was  first  married  to  Ferdinand 
B.  Tiffany,  of  Gibson,  Penn.,  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, who  died  August  3,  1840,  one  month  after 
their  marriage.  Her  parents  were  Hiram  and 
Naomi  (Parsons)  Dibble,  the  former  a native  of 
Danbury,  Conn.,  the  latter  of  Herkimer  county, 
N.  Y.  About  1819  they  came  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  and  after  living  in  Damascus  township  for 
a few  years  removed  to  Bethany.  In  1828  they 
located  on  a farm  near  Honesdale,  where  he  died 
in  June,  1S61,  at  the  age  of  sixty- four  years.  The 
mother  then  made  her  home  with  her  son  Hiram, 
in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  where  she  died 
four  years  later,  also  aged  sixty-four,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  Dyberry  cemetery. 
Having  been  injured  internally,  Mr.  Dibble  was 
unable  to  perform  any  very  arduous  labor,  and 
usually  tended  canal  gates  or  did  odd  jobs  about 
the  court  house  in  Honesdale.  He  was  a Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  was  a Pfesbyterian  in  religious 
belief,  his  wife  also  belonging  to  that  Church. 
Their  children  were  Chloe  H.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Marian  P.,  who  wedded  Henry  Lockwood  (both 
are  now  deceased)  ; Nancy  P.,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Jarius,  deceased  ; Betsy  T.,  who  died  in  child- 


hood ; Ann  M.,  who  married  Joseph  Bishop,  and 
after  his  death  wedded  John  Markey,  a machinist 
of  Tracyville,  Penn. ; and  Abigail  and  Hiram,  both 
deceased.  Mrs.  Inch’s  paternal  grandparents, 
Peter  and  Rachel  (Judd)  Dibble,  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  and  died  in  New  York  State,  where 
the  former  followed  farming  for  some  time.  Lor- 
ing  and  Betsy  (Wood)  Parsons,  the  maternal 
grandparents,  were  also  natives  of  Connecticut, 
and  in  1819  migrated  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
spending  their  last  days  in  Damascus  township. 
By  occupation  the  grandfather  was  a clothier  and 
dyer. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inch  have  been  born  the 
following  children : Elizabeth  A.  married  David 

W.  Robertson ; both  are  now  deceased.  Edmond, 
a section  boss  on  the  railroad  at  Carbondale,  Penn., 
was  in  the  Civil  war ; he  has  been  married  three 
times,  (first)  to  Mary  Torbin,  (second)  to  Emma 
Bryden,  and  (third)  to  her  sister,  Mary  Bryden. 
Hiram  F.  married  Eliza  Robinson,  and  is  mana- 
ger of  Fair  View  Park,  at  Farno,  Wayne  county. 
Sarah  P.  is  the  wife  of  J.  Edward  Grannis,  who 
now  owns  the  old  Inch  homestead  in  Canaan  town- 
ship. Mary  is  the  wife  of  Clark  Hedzel,  a train- 
man at  Carbondale,  Penn.  J.  Henry  married 
Orilla  Day ; he  is  watchman  on  the  railroad  in 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn.  J.  Mark  married  Mrs. 
Sophia  Buckingham,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county.  Lucy  J. 
is  the  wife  of  Emery  W.  Rolls,  an  engineer  on  the 
O.  & W.  railroad,  residing  in  Carbondale.  Alice 
M.,  wife  of  Frank  Thompson,  a farmer  and 
railroad  man  residing  in  Waymart,  died  April  7, 
1889. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inch  are  both  earnest  and  sin- 
cere members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  give 
liberal  support  to  all  measures  which  they  believe 
calculated  to  promote  the  moral  or  material  welfare 
of  their  community.  In  political  sentiment  he  is 
an  ardent  Republican.  He  began  life  in  the  New 
World  in  limited  circumstances,  and  may  be  prop- 
erly numbered  among  the  self-made  men  of  Wayne 
county,  who  have  attained  a good  position  among 
their  fellow-citizens  by  the  exercise  of  their  native 
resolution  and  industry. 

ALFRED  BOWELL  is  a leading  representa- 
tive of  the  business  interests  of  Herrick  Center, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where -for  eighteen  years 
he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness, at  the  same  time  retaining  an  interest  in  agri- 
culture. He  also  takes  quite  an  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  public  affairs  and  has  acceptably  filled 
a number  of  local  offices. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Bowell 
was  born  in  Ararat,  in  1851,  and  is  a son  of  Thomas 
and  Charlotte  L.  (Ayres)  Bowell,  who  were  born 
in  England  within  seven  miles  of  each  other  but 
never  met  before  coming  to  America.  The  father 
served  for  fifteen  years  in  the  English  army,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1849  emigrated  to  the  New  World 
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and  took  up  his  residence  in  Ararat,  where  his 
future  wife  had  located  five  years  previous.  After 
their  marriage  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
at  that  place  until  called  from  this  life,  the  father 
dying  in  1869,  aged  forty-nine  years,  the  mother  in 
1874,  aged  fifty-four,  and  their  remains  were  in- 
terred in  the  Ararat  cemetery.  He  followed  farm- 
ing, was  a supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
was  elected  to  several  township  offices.  Relig- 
iously he  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal,  or  Es- 
tablished Church  of  England,  while  his  wife  held 
membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They 
had  three  children:  Alfred,  our  subject;  Helen 

B.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; and  Carrie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four.  Our  subject’s  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Seba  Bowell,  was  born  in  Scot- 
land and  died  in  England,  being  killed  by  a runaway 
horse. 

Alfred  Bowell  lived  with  his  parents  until  their 
deaths  and  continued  to  operate  the  home  f^rm 
until  1879,  when  he  removed  to  Herrick  Center. 
Two  years  later  he  embarked  in  the  livery  business, 
which  he  has  since  successfully  carried  on  in  con- 
nection with  farming. 

On  December  25,  1872,  in  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Bowell  married  Miss 
Emaline  O.  Potter,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
the  following  children : Roderick,  who  died  in  in- 

fancy ; Elizabeth,  a school  teacher,  lives  at  home ; 
Maggie,  a successful  school  teacher ; Alaric,  a rail- 
road employe,  residing  at  home ; Lotta  and  Llew- 
ellyn, both  of  whom  died  young ; Elmer  and  Ellen, 
twins,  the  latter  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  two 
and  a half  years,  while  the  former  is  at  home.  Mrs. 
Bowell  was  born  in  Gibson  township,  September 
10,  1851,  a daughter  of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth 
(Howell)  Potter,  of  that  township,  where  the 
mother  died  August  1,  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  From  his  farm  in  Gibson  township, 
Air.  Potter  removed  to  Herrick  Center,  where  he 
conducted  a hotel  for  three  years.  The  following 
year  he  operated  his  farm  and  then  again  took 
charge  of  the  hotel  in  Herrick  Center,  which  he 
carried  on  at  this  time  for  about  a year.  While  in 
Susquehanna  on  business  he  was  injured  by  a train 
and  died  twenty-two  days  later,  in  March,  1877, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  In  his  family  were 
six  children,  namely:  Freelove,  who  died  young; 

Emaline  O.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Elmer,  who  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead  in  Gibson,  and  his  twin 
sister,  who  died  in  infancy,  unnamed ; Emily,  wife 
of  E.  H.  Miller,  a farmer  of  Herrick  township, 
Susquehanna  county ; and  Etta,  wife  of  George  D. 
Hine,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township.  Mrs.  Bow- 
ell’s  paternal  grandfather.  Parley  Potter,  was  a life- 
long resident  of  Gibson  township. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Bowell  is  a stanch 
Prohibitionist  and  is  now  serving  as  chairman  of 
the  county  committee.  He  has  filled  the  offices  of 
school  director  and  poormaster  for  four  years  each 
and  for  thirteen  years  was  constable,  resigning  that 
position  in  1895  to  accept  the  office  of  justice  of 


the  peace,  which  he  is  now  most  creditably  filling. 
He  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  is  a man  highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all 
who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 

JOHN  R.  BUDD  is  one  of  the  prominent 
representative  citizens  of  Forest  City,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  is  a native  of  England,  and  spent  his 
boyhood  days  in  his  native  land.  Transplanted  to 
the  soil  of  America  by  the  emigration  of  his  father’s 
family,  he  completed  his  education  in  the  atmos- 
phere of  the  Western  Continent.  The  youth  had 
within  him  the  elements  of  progress  and  ambition, 
and  he  became  one  of  the  most  useful  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  the  county  in  which  he  now 
resides. 

Mr.  Budd  was  born  at  Boyton,  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, January  26,  1845,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Rogers)  Budd,  and  grandson  of  Richard  and  Jen- 
nie (Prower)  Budd  and  of  Thomas  and  Susannah 
(Ballhatchet)  Rogers.  Richard  Budd,  the  pater- 
nal grandfather,  was  a wagon  maker  by  trade,  and 
was  first  cousin  to  the  celebrated  Dr.  Budd,  of 
Plymouth,  England.  He  lived  to  a good  old  age 
and  died  in  Whitestone,  Cornwall,  in  1850.  Thomas 
Rogers,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was  a resident 
of  Bridgerule,  Cornwall,  England,  and  lived  there 
to  the  age  of  ninety,  years.  John  Budd,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Whitstone,  Cornwall, 
England,  in  1810,  and  in  his  native  land  acquired 
and  followed  the  trade  of  a wagon  maker.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Rogers,  who  died  in  1857,  and 
in  1858  he  came  with  his  children  to  America,  set- 
tling at  Beach  Lake,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  There  he 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  served  as  such 
fifteen  years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  died  in  1887,  at  Beach  Lake.  The 
children  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Budd  were: 
Thomas,  now  living  at  Bridgerule,  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land; William,  proprietor  of  a summer  boarding- 
house at  Beach  Lake,  Penn. ; Edward,  who  lives 
at  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. ; John  R.,  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Bond,  of  Hones- 
dale,  Penn. ; Susannah,  a milliner  at  Peckville, 
Penn. ; Mary,  wife  of  Rev.  C.  T.  Van  Gooder,  of 
Beach  Lake,  Penn. ; and  two  children  who  died  in 
infancy. 

John  R.  Budd  attended  school  in  England,  and 
came  with  his  father  to  America  in  1858.  At  Beach 
Lake  he  attended  school  for  a few  weeks,  but  soon 
afterward  commenced  to  work  at  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  beginning  which  at -the  age  of  fifteen  years 
he  followed  continuously  for  a period  of  thirty-five 
years,  twenty-five  in  Wayne  county,  and  ten  in 
Susquehanna  county.  For  eleven  years  he  was 
postmaster  at  Girdland,  Wayne  county.  In  1887 
Mr.  Budd  settled  in  Forest  City,  and  on  March  15, 
1900,  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Forest  City 
Nezi's  and 'the  printing  business  connected  with  it. 
In  Wayne  county  he  had  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  ten  years,  and  since  his  removal  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  he  has  been  honored  with  the 
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same  judicial  office,  by  appointment.  In  politics 
Mr.  Budd  is  a Republican.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  married  Mary 
O.  Bellamy,  who  was  born  at  Honesdale,  Penn.,  in 
1847,  and  to  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
three  children:  Mary,  Warner  T.  and  Cora  (the 

last  named  died  in  1888).  Mr.  Budd  is  a member 
of  the  Sons  of  St.  George  and  of  the  Heptasophs. 
Although  in  early  life  he  was  denied  a literary  edu- 
cation he  has  to  a very  great  degree  supplied  that 
desired  attainment,  and  by  self-education  has  be- 
come one  of  the  best-informed  men  in  the  county. 
He  has  made  the  English  language  one  of  his 
special  studies.  For  many  years  he  has  served  as 
correspondent  to  various  newspapers,  and  his  erudi- 
tion and  natural  acumen  have  contributed  mater- 
ially to  the  very  creditable  and  able  manner  in 
which  he  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  is  an  admirable  type  of  the  self-made  man,  and 
by  his  daily  influence  demonstrates  the  invaluable 
service  which  men  of  that  class  render  to  society. 

CHARLES  A.  WADEMAN,  who  is  living 
practically  retired  in  Uniondale,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  May  12,  1849,  in  Greenfield  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  when  it  still  formed 
a part  of  Luzerne  county.  The  name  was  orig- 
inally spelled  Weidemann,  but  different  members 
of  the  family  now  spell  it  Wademan,  Wedeman 
and  Weidman. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  was 
David  Wedeman  (as  he  spelled  his  name),  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in 
1762  in  Germany,  a son  of  Daniel  Wedeman.  Dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war,  when  the  English  Gov- 
ernment purchased  5,000  soldiers  from  the  German 
Government,  they  were  not  given  all  the  old  trained 
troops,  but  were  allowed  to  recruit  and  pass  men 
until  the  quota  was  filled.  Daniel  Wedeman  was 
captured  at  Hamburg,  gagged  and  dragged  on 
board  a vessel,  kept  below  two  days  without  any- 
thing to  eat,  and  finally  compelled  to  swear  alle- 
giance to  the  King  of  England.  He  was  brought 
over  with  Burgoyne’s  army,  landing  in  Canada  and 
journeying  up  Lake  Champlain,  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Stillwater.  He  was  captured  at  Tren- 
ton, and  after  his  release  worked  at  his  trade,  that 
of  shoemaker,  until  the  following  summer,  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  Continental  army,  and  during  his 
service  he  was  wounded  in  the  hip.  In  1792  David 
Wedeman  was  married,  in  New  York  State,  to 
Hannah  Dolph,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  namely:  Henry  Charles,  Martin, 

William,  Samuel,  Cathrine,  Ann,  Hannah,  Emma 
and  Sarah.  In  1806  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wedeman, 
with  their  family  and  the  Dolphs,  migrated  to  Penn- 
sylvania, settling  at  Razorville  (now  Scranton), 
then  in  Northumberland  county,  where  Mr.  Wede- 
man engaged  in  shoemaking.  He  passed  away  in 
June,  1837,  aged  seventy-five  years. 

Henry  Charles  Wademan,  grandfather  of 
Charles  A.  Wademan,  was  born  June  28,  1793,  in 


New  Jersey,  was  a farmer  and  lumberman  by  occu- 
pation, and  died  December  2,  1865,  in  Fell  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.  He  married  Cath- 
rine Snyder,  also  a native  of  New  Jersey,  who 
long  preceded  him  to  the  grave,  passing  away 
February  11,  1826.  Their  family  consisted  of  four 
children,  all  born  at  Providence,  Penn.,  viz. : Ed- 

ward, born  October  17,  1815,  died  March  16,  1896; 
Solomon,  father  of  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below;  Fidelia,  born  October  16,  1820,  mar- 
ried Stephen  N.  Bradford,  and  died  in  August, 
1857;  Ebenezer,  born  October  12,  1822. 

Solomon  Wademan  was  born  October  5,  1818, 
and  on  August  13,  1846,  married  Mary  A.  Herlin- 
ger,  who  was  born  March  31,  1826,  at  Plainfield, 
Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Francis  and 
Frances  (Kindt)  Herlinger.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in  an 
early  day ; her  mother  was  born  at  Plainfield,  Penn., 
May  6,  1791,  and  died  April  18,  1878;  they  settled 
in  Easton,  Penn.,  where  they  conducted  a hotel  for 
many  years.  In  May,  1891,  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  Wayne  county,  and  are  now  living 
retired  in  Fairview.  In  early  life  the  father  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering.  While  a resident 
of  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  county,  he 
filled  the  offices  of  assessor,  collector  and  justice  of 
the  peace  for  five  terms,  and  was  at  one  time  the 
nominee  for  circuit  judge  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 
In  his  family  were  seven  children:  Julia  A.,  born 

May  6,  1847,  resides  with  her  parents.  Charles  A. 
is  our  subject.  Jacob  Ward,  born  September  5, 
1851,  died  on  the  old  homestead,  July  29,  1888. 
Emma  J.,  born  February  24,  1854,  is  the  widow  of 
William  F.  Taylor,  who  died  in  Waymart,  Penn., 
August  17,  1887.  Frances  Augusta,  born  July  24, 
1856,  of  Greenridge,  Penn.,  is  the  widow  of  David 
S.  Cobb,  who  died  April  15,  1899.  George  F., 
born  September  9,  1862,  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
hotel  in  Uniondale.  Jesse  R.,  born  December  20, 
1867,  died  June  25,  1869. 

Charles  A.  Wademan  remained  on  the  home 
farm  until  1881,  during  which  3rear  he  visited  near 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  while  there  accepted  a posi- 
tion with  a civil  engineer.  He  made  his  home  in 
St.  Paul  for  several  months,  returning  to  Pennsjd- 
vania  in  the  fall  of  1881,  and  locating  in  Green- 
field township,  Lackawanna  county,  where  in  con- 
nection with  farming  he  engaged  in  breeding 
horses.  Coming  to  Uniondale  in  1887,  he  pur- 
chased the  “Uniondale  Hotel”  from  J.  C.  Hughes, 
and  successfully  conducted  it  until  August,  1892, 
when  he  sold  out  to  his  brother  George  F.,  and  has 
since  lived  retired,  though  he  has  bought  and  sold 
real  estate  in  Carbondale,  and  still  has  some  in- 
terests in  that  place. 

At  Clifford,  Penn.,  October  2,  1882,  Mr.  Wade- 
man was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Snyder,  a native 
of  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn., 
by  whom  he  has  had  three  children : Ross  W. 

(deceased),  Grace  E.  and  Lloyd  C.  Mrs.  Wade- 
man’s  great-grandfather  Snyder-  served  as  a soldier 
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in  the  Revolutionary  war..  He  was  a native  of  New 
York  State,  and  it  is  quite  probable  tlrat  the  orig- 
inal Snyders  and  Ruperts,  from  whom  she  is  de- 
scended, came  over  in  the  “Half  Moon"  with  Henry 
Hudson.  Mrs.  Wademan's  grandfather,  Jacob  1. 
Snyd,er,  was  born  probably  April  15,  1788,  and, 
it  is  thought,  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  A,  and  died 
March  2,  1879,  'n  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.  He 
came  to  this  State  in  an  early  day  from  Columbia 
county,  N.  Y.  By  occupation  he  was  a carpenter 
and  farmer.  He  married  Rebecca  Niver,  who  was 
born  April  9,  1792,  also  in  New  York  State,  and 
died  February  20,  1866,  in  Lackawanna  county, 
Penn.  Her  father,  John  Niver,  was  born  June 
1 3,  1757,  and  died  April  8,  1827;  her  mother,  Cath- 
erine Crisler  (date  of  birth  unknown),  died  De- 
cember 2,  1813.  The  Nivers  first  settled  in  Co- 
lumbia county,  N.  Y.,  and  the  town  of  Niverville 
was  named  in  their  honor.  Both  the  Snyders  and 
Nivers  were  of  Holland- Dutch  descent,  and  settled 
in  New  York  State  before  it  came  into  possession 
of  the  English. 

John  G.  Snyder,  Mrs.  Wademan's  father,  was 
born  August  9,  1817,  in  Columbia  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  engaged  in  farming. 
He  married  Sally  A.  Cobb,  who  was  also  born  in 
Greenfield,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Brun- 
dage)  Cobb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  were  faithful 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
for  ten  years  he  acceptably  filled  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  died  in  March,  1889,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years,  the  mother  in  July,  1879,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-four,  and  both  were  buried  in 
Greenfield  township.  Their  children  were : Mar- 

tha A.,  born  February  5,  1844,  is  the  wife  of  John 
McLaughlin,  of  Forest  City,  Penn.  John  N.,  born 
January  15,  1846,  died  September  22,  1865.  Mer- 
ritt W.,  born  December  26,  1848,  and  Ira  J.,  born 
January  19,  1851,  are  farmers  of  Greenfieil  town- 
ship. Arabel,  born  October  12,  1853,  died  April 
13,  1859.  Georgie  N.,  born  November  21,  1857, 
died  April  4,  1859.  Josephine,  born  October  7, 
1859,  died  January  6,  1864.  Harriet  C.,  born  No-  j 
vernber  23,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Kenyon,  of  j 
Lackawanna  county.  Mary  E.,  born  November 
2,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Emma  U., 
born  May  29,  1865,  is  the  wife  of  William  M.  Ar- 
nold, who  lives  on  the  old  Snyder  homestead. 
Sally  A.,  born  August  16,  1867,  died  June  9, 
1871. 

Mr.  Wademan  always  casts  his  ballot  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  has  creditably  filled  the 
offices  of  assessor  of  Uniondale  since  February, 
1895,  and  school  director  since  June,  1899.  So- 
cially he  is  a member  of  Belmont  Lodge  No.  1070, 

I.  O.  O.  F.  Though  he  had  no  special  opportuni- 
ties in  youth,  he  has  through  his  own  well-directed 
efforts  met  with  success  in  life,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  prosperous  and  substantial  citizens  of  his 
community.  He  is  regarded  as  a man  of  excellent 
business  judgment,  is  highly  respected,  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  his  neighbors  and  friends. 


FREDERICK  T.  GELDER,  Jr.,  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Gelder  & Murphy,  proprietors  and 
publishers  of  the  Forest  City  News , of  Forest  City, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Carbondaw, 
Penn.,  June  4,  1874,  and  is  a son  of  Frederick  4. 
and  Catherine  (Blake)  Gelder. 

The  father  was  born  in  England,  December 
21,  1839,  and  is  a son  of  George  Gelder,  wlu>  spent 
his  entire  life  as  a farmer  in  Pontefract,  Yorkshire, 
England.  Our  subject’s  maternal  grandparents 
were  natives  of  Cornwall,  England,  and  in  1834 
came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Dyberry 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  grand- 
father, John  Blake,  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, owning  and  operating  a farm  of  600  acres. 
His  first  farm  consisted  of  but  a small  tract  of  land, 
to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time  as  his  financial 
resources  increased.  Through  his  own  well-di- 
rected efforts  he  became  quite  prosperous,  and  was 
also  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  community. 
His  children  were  Mary  J.,  deceased ; Catherine, 
mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  January  18,  1843  ’>  John  D.  Blake,  who  was 
born  March  2,  1846,  and  died  April  25,  1894. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  the  father  of 
our  subject  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Jersey  City,  and  in  1864  moved  to 
Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  he  now  resides.  In  New 
Jersey  he  engaged  in  merchandising,  but  at  Car- 
bondale was  proprietor  of  the  Union  Foundry  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  is  now  living  retired.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  served  in  the  3rd  New  Jersey 
Infantry  during  the  three  months’  service,  and  then 
re-enlisted  in  the  1st  New  Jersey  Cavalry.  In  his 
family  were  seven  children,  namely : Alice  B., 
who  died  young;  Bentley  B.,  who  is  with  the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson  Company  at  Carbondale;  Freder- 
ick T.,  our  subject;  J.  Norman,  city  editor  of  the 
Evening  Nezvs  of  Carbondale;  Edwin  P.,  deceased; 
Kathryn  Leona  and  Harold  B.,  both  at  home. 

Frederick  T.  Gelder,  Jr.,  attended  school  in 
Carbondale  until  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Car- 
bondale daily  Leader.  During  his  eight  years  with’ 
that  paper  he  worked  in  all  departments,  resigning  the 
city  editorship  in  May,  1898,  when,  in  partnership 
with  Matthew  J.  Murphy,  he  purchased  the  Forest 
City  Nezvs,  of  Forest  City,  of  which  he  is  now 
editor.  He  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  every  de- 
partment of  newspaper  work  and  has  met  with 
most  excellent  success  ,in  his  chosen  calling.  His 
political  support  is  given  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  in  July,  1899,  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Governor  to  fill  an  unexpired  term 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  February,  1900,  he 
was  elected  to  succeed  himself  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  term  of  five  years,  the  duties  of  which 
office  he  is  now  most  capably  discharging. 

J.  M.  BROWN,  a leading  citizen  and  success- 
ful farmer  and  dairyman  of  Thompson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  1851,  on  the  old 
homestead  where  he  still  resides,  and  is  a son  of 
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J.  W.  and  Sallie  A.  (Van  Horn)  Brown.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
a son  of  Elisha  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island  and  at  an  early  day  came  to  Jackson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  reared  his 
family  of  five  sons.  The  maternal  grandparents 
of  our  subject  were  William  and  Betsy  Van  Horn, 
who  in  pioneer  days  removed  from  New  Jersey  to 
Montrose,  Penn.,  by  wagon,  and  after  residing 
there  for  a few  years  took  up  their  residence  in 
Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where 
the  grandfather  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  and 
improved  the  place  now  known  as  the  Nelson  King 
farm.  After  his  marriage  J.  W.  Brown  located 
near  where  our  subject  now  resides,  and  upon  his 
farm  erected  a barn,  in  which  the  family  lived  for 
some  time,  the  oldest  son  being  born  there.  Later 
he  built  the  small  frame  house  in  which  our  sub- 
ject’s birth  occurred,  and  in  subsequent  years  a 
more  pretentious  dwelling  was  erected,  which  still 
stands  on  the  property.  There  the  father  died  in 
1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years,  the  mother  in 
1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  Both  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  took  an  active  part  in  Church  work,  Mr.  Brown 
.serving  as  class-leader  for  many  years.  In  his 
political  views  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  credita- 
bly filled  a number  of  local  offices  in  his  township. 

J.  M.  Brown  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in 
a family  of  three  sons.  William,  the  eldest,  was 
born  in  1849,  was  educated  in  the  district  and 
select  schools  of  Thompson,  and  for  several  years 
was  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  his  own  dis- 
trict and  also  of  Jackson  township.  He  married 
Helen  Kimber,  of  Heart  Lake,  and  they  now  reside 
in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  served  as  postmaster  during  President 
Cleveland’s  administration,  and  is  now  express 
agent  at  that  place  for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  railroad.  He  has  one  daughter,  Pearl, 
at  home.  His  only  son,  De  Witt,  died  while  a stu- 
dent at  the  Binghamton  Business  College.  C. 
Urbane  Brown,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was 
born  in  1853,  and  married  first  Evelyn  Davis, 
daughter  of  Hiram  Davis,  of  Thompson.  They 
located  on  his  father’s  farm,  where  she  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1888.  Later  he  married  Della  Aldrich,  of 
Thompson,  and  continued  to  reside  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  his  death  occurred  in  February, 
1897.  He  left  a wife  and  one  daughter,  Fay  E. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  Democrats  of  his 
township,  and  was  called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow 
citizens  as  constable  and  supervisor. 

J.  M.  Brown  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Thompson  and  select  schools  of  Jackson.  He 
remained  on  the  home  farm  with  his  father  until 
1872,  when  he  went  to  Iosco  county,  Mich.,  where 
he  worked  in  the  pine  woods  for  two  seasons.  In 
1876  he  married  Miss  Ella  Cargill,  of  Thompson, 
a daughter  of  Parley  and  Betsy  (Shafer)  Cargill, 
prominent  citizens  of  that  township.  Mrs.  Brown 
was  born  in  Preston,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  in  Novem- 


ber, 1856,  but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Susque- 
hanna county.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a part  of  the  ©Id  Brown 
homestead,  which  he  purchased,  and  upon  which 
he  has  erected  a fine  modern  residence,  a large  barn 
and  other  outbuildings.  He  has  cleared  a large 
portion  of  the  farm,  which  at  the  time  of  his*  pur- 
chase was  woodland,  and  now  has  one  of  the  most 
desirable  places  of  the  locality. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  (1)  Madge  E.,  born  in  December, 

1876,  graduated  from  the  graded  schools  of  Thomp- 
son, and  later  attended  the  State  Normal  at  Potts- 
dam,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1899.  She  has  taken  up  the  profession  of 
teacher  and  now  holds  a responsible  position  in  the 
high  schools  of  Fultonville,  Montgomery  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  for  which  she  is  well  fitted.  (2)  Monroe  C., 
born  in  November,  1879,  died  in  childhood.  (3) 
Wendell,  born  in  April,  1888,  is  at  home.  (4) 
Clara  F.,  born  in  March,  1890,  is  one  of  the  bright- 
est little  girls  of  this  section,  having  read  the  entire 
New  Testament  and  book  of  Psalms  before  she 
was  nine  years  old  and  is  far  advanced  in  her  studies 
at  school.  She  has  a remarkably  active  mind  for 
one  of  her  age. 

HARMON  A.  STONE,  although  at  this  writ- 
ing young  in  years,  is  one  of  the  most  energetic  and 
enterprising  agriculturists  of  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  operates  a good  farm  in  Dimock  town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Liberty  township,  January 
26,  1877,  and  belongs  to  one  of  its  honored  pioneer 
families,  which  is  of  English  extraction,  but 
founded  in  this  country  during  Colonial  days. 
Some  of  his  ancestors  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  the  family  has  always  been 
a patriotic  and  loyal  one. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Mr.  Stone  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Silver  Lake  township, 
and  his  knowledge  of  business  was  obtained  by 
practical  experience.  As  a boy  he  was  quite  large 
for  his  age,  and  appeared  much  older.  He  began 
life  for  himself  by  working  in  a sawmill  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  and  then  went  farther  west  and 
began  lumbering  in  the  Alleghany  mountains,  being 
employed  in  a sawmill  at  73c  per  day.  At  the 
end  of  three  months  his  wages  were  increased  to 
$1.50  per  day.  At  this  work  he  remained  for  over 
a year,  and  then  went  still  a little  farther  west,  and 
found  work  in  a mill  where  he  was  paid  from  $1.75 
to  $2.25  per  day.  In  1893  he  was  employed  for 
a short  time  by  the  Western  New  York  & Pennsyl- 
vania R.  R.,  but  as  he  was  found  to  be  under  age 
he  was  laid  off.  This  was  a sad  blow  to  the  ener- 
getic, ambitious  boy,  and  was  his  first  experience 
of  the  kind.  Always  ready  and  willing  to  do  any 
and  everything  asked  of  him,  he  felt  the  gross  in- 
justice of  the  dismissal.  In  1894,  while  running  an 
engine  in  a sawmill,  he  was  badly  burned  by  the 
steam  and  obliged  to  give  up  work  for  some  time. 
He  then  returned  to  Susquehanna  county,  where, 
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on  March  ig,  1894,  he  began  work  for  Truman 
Stone,  and  there  continued. 

On  December  17,  1895,  Mr.  Stone  was  mar- 
ried to  Anna  E.,  daughter  of  Truman  Stone,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Frances  Marie,  born  January  31,  1897;  and  Leon 
Oscar,  born  October  13,  1898.  Mr.  Truman  Stone 
died  the  spring  following  his  daughter’s  marriage, 
and  since  then  our  subject  has  operated  the  large 
property  he  left.  The  buildings  are  of  a substan- 
tial character ; there  is  a good  orchard,  and  the  land 
is  divided  into  pastures,  meadows  and  fields  of  con- 
venient size,  and  in  the  management  of  the  place  he 
shows  himself  to  be  a man  of  energy,  enterprise  and 
thrift.  He  has  recently  built  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  barns  in  the  vicinity,  and  is  at  present 
erecting  a fine  dwelling.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  is  also  interested  in  stock  raising 
and  dairying',  keeping  a high  grade  of  Jersey, 
Holstein,  Devonshire  and  Durnam  cattle,  and  Ches- 
ter-white hogs,  and  has  carried  off  the  first  pre- 
mium at  the  county  fairs.  Mr.  Stone  is  six  feet  in 
height  and  of  fine  physique,  weighing  from  185  to 
195  pounds,  and  enjoys  the  best  of  health.  He  is 
frank  and  jovial  in  manner,  and  honorable  in  busi- 
ness. He  is  not  identified  with  any  political  or- 
ganization, but  votes  for  the  man  whom  he  believes 
best  qualified  to  fill  the  office. 

The  first  man  hired  by  Mr.  Stone  was  Charles 
E.  Parmer,  a boy  about  his  own  age,  and  he  has 
never  had  reason  to  regret  it.  During  the  Span- 
ish-American  war  he  took  leave  of  absence  and 
served  his  country  as  best  he  could,  and  when  hon- 
orably discharged  returned  at  once  to  Mr.  Stone.  • 

AUGUSTUS  BEESECKER.  Prominent 
among  the  residents  of  Paradise  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  who  have,  by  honest  toil  and  industry, 
succeeded  in  acquiring  a competence,  and  are  now 
able  to  spend  the  sunset  of  life  in  ease  and  retire- 
ment, is  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch. 

Mr.  Beesecker  is  a native  of  the  county,  born 
in  Price  township,  in  August,  1840.  and  is  a son  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Kitchline)  Beesecker.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Scranton,  Lackawanna  Co., 
Penn.,  and  a son  of  Conrad  Beesecker.  He  was 
reared  in  Moscow,  the  same  county,  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Easton,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
married  and  worked  in  a distillery  for  some  years. 
On  leaving  that  place  he  moved  to  Priceburg,  Penn., 
where  he  cleared  a farm  now  owned  by  the  widow 
of  Samuel  Posten,  making  that  place  his  home  until 
1858.  Selling  out  he  purchased  a farm  near  Swift- 
water,  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  on 
which  he  erected  a good  barn  and  made  many  other 
improvements.  He  also  purchased  an  adjoining 
farm,  now  owned  by  Mr.  Gamble,  of  New  York, 
and  on  that  property  also  made  many  improvements. 
He  died  at  the  latter  place  in  1890,  his  wife  in  1887. 
Both  were  earnest  Christians,  worthy  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church. 


In  the  family  were  nine  children  : ( 1 ) Mary  A., 
born  in  Mt.  Bethel,  Penn.,  was  reared  in  Price  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  married  Daniel  Price,  a 
resident  of  the  county,  who  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren: Warren,  Albert  and  Daniel.  Later  she  mar- 
ried Nicholas  Hahn,  and  moved  to  Crawford,  Wis., 
where  lie  died  leaving  four  children:  Joseph;  Ida, 

Nellie  and  Maurice.  She  still  makes  her  home  in 
Crawford.  (2)  Reuben,  born  in  Mt.  Bethel,  Penn., 
died  when  a young  man.  (3)  Jackson,  born  in  Price 
township,  Monroe  county,  married  Elizabeth  Pos- 
ten, of  that  township,  where  they  continued  to  live 
for  a number  of  years,  and  moved  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  still  resides.  He  has  a large  family.  (4) 
Caroline,  born  in  Price  township,  is  the  widow  of 
Levi  Sandt  and  a resident  of  Mt.  Bethel.  She  has 
one  daughter,  Ella.  (5)  William,  born  in  Price  town- 
ship, married  Rachel  Storm,  now  a resident  of  Bar- 
rett township,  Monroe  county,  but  he  was  killed  by 
lightning  a few  years  ago,  leaving  her  with  a family 
of  children.  (6)  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Lorenzo 
Staples,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  has  eight  children : 
Alice,  Chester,  Jacob,  Elizabeth,  Katie,  Myrtie, 
Charles  and  Elmer.  (7)  Susan,  born  in  Price  town- 
ship, is  the  widow  of  Jeseph  Berry,  and  a resident  of 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county.  Her  children 
are  Howard,  Oren,  Sarah,  Lizzie,  Maggie,  Lila, 
Adda,  Olive,  Milton,  Jennie,  Herbert,  Berton  and 
William.  (8)  Frank  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

Augustus  Beesecker,  who  completes  the  fam- 
ily, was  provided  with  a common  school  education 
during  his  youth  and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm  until  his  marriage  in  1861.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Amanda  Storm,  was 
born  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  in 
1840,  and  had  fourteen  brothers  and  sisters,  the 
parents  being  Andrew  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Rhodes) 
Storm,  prominent  citizens  of  that  township.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beesecker  have  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren: (1)  Stewart,  born  in  1867,  received  a good 
education  and  is  now  employed  as  assistant  cashier 
of  the  freight  office  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  for  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad.  He 
married  Katie  Cranacher,  of  Pocono  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children : 
Earl ; Byron  ; Homer ; and  Ethel,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. (2)  George,  born  in  1872,  married  Rachel 
Gallagher,  of  Parkside,  Monroe  county,  and  they 
live  on  his  father’s  old  homestead.  ’They  have  one 
son,  Clarence.  (3)  Daniel,  born  in  1876,  works  for 
the  D.  L.  & W.  R.  R.  at  Scranton.  (4)  Charles  died 
in  childhood.  (5)  Mamie  and  Mahlon,  twins,  were 
born  in  May,  1878.  The  former  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Paradise  township,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Milton  Hardenstine,  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
by  whom  she  has  one  daughter,  Ruth.  Mahlon 
completed  his  education  at  the  East  Stroudsburg 
Normal,  and  is  now  an  orperator  and  electrician  of 
Edison’s  Kinetoscope.  (7)  Carrie  L.,  born  in  1881, 
received  a good  education  in  the  local  schools  and  re- 
sides at  home. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Beesecker  continued  on 
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the  home  farm  for  one  year,  and  then  moved  to  Cool- 
baugh  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  for  eight  years.  Returning  to 
Raradise  township  in  1869,  he  engaged  in  the  butch- 
ering business  there  for  two  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  purchased  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Amos  Smith.  On  selling  that  place  he  bought  the 
Heller  farm,  where  he  lived  for  some  years,  and  then 
purchased  the  two  farms  belonging  to  his  father, 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  de- 
voted his  energies  until  1896,  when  he  sold  one  of 
these  to  his  son  George,  and  bought  the  David  Ar- 
nold farm  near  Paradise  Valley,  where  he  is  now  liv- 
ing retired  from  active  labor.  He  is  a man  of  broad 
and  liberal  views  and  a large  experience  in  general 
business,  and  successfully  followed  lumbering  for 
a number  of  years,  devoting  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  to  that  occupation,  though  he  has  given  some 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  butchering. 
Politically  he  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  has  most  acceptably  served 
as  school  director  thirteen  years,  overseer  of  the 
poor  four  years,  and  supervisor  five  or  six  years. 
Religiously  he  and  his  family  hold  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  and  his  wife 
take  an  active  part  in  Church  work.  They  are 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  them  and  have  a 
host  of  warm  friends.  ' 

NELSON  SPEDDING.  To  the  students  of 
biography  there  is  nothing  more  interesting  than  to 
examine  the  life  history  of  a self-made  man,  and 
to  detect  the  elements  of  character  which  have  en- 
abled him  to  pass  on  the  highway  of  life  many  of  the 
companions  of  his  youth,  who  at  the  outset  of  their 
careers  were  more  advantageously  equipped  or  en- 
dowed. The  subject  of  this  review  has  through 
his  own  exertions  attained  an  honorable  position 
and  marked  prestige  among  the  representative  busi- 
ness men  of  Clifford  township.  He  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Speckling  & Sons,  proprietors 
of  the  Thorn  Hill  Stock  Farm,  which  comprises 
260  acres  of  land  lying  partly  in  Lackawanna  and 
partly  in  Susquehanna  counties,  his  home  being  on 
the  county  line.  The  farm  is  conveniently  located 
one  mile  from  Clifford  Corners,  nine  miles  from 
Carbondale  and  twenty  miles  from  Scranton. 

Mr.  Speckling  was  born  in  Clifford  township, 
October  8,  1835,  and  is  the  only  child  of  John  and 
Deliverance  (Foster)  Spedding.  The  father  was 
a native  of  Westmoreland  county,  England,  and  a 
son  of  Isaac  Speckling,  a baker  by  trade,  who  spent 
his  entire  life  in  that  country.  In  1830  John  Specl- 
ding  emigrated  to  America  and  located  on  a small 
farm  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. 
In  connection  with  its  operation  he  also  worked  at 
the  stone  mason’s  trade  to  some  extent,  and  he  held 
several  township  offices.  He  died  July  17,  1856, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  His  estimable  wife, 
who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
died  in  December,  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine, 


and  was  laid  to  rest  by  his  side  in  Clifford  ceme- 
tery. She  was  twice  married,  her  first  husband  be- 
ing Adam  Miller,  a native  of  Ireland,  by  whom  she 
had  seven  children : Emily,  deceased  wife  of  Har- 
rison Doud ; Redmond,  who  enlisted  in  the  107th 
P.  V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war  and  died  while  in  ser- 
vice; and  John,  who  died  unmarried;  Merrick,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Jane  Ferris;  Samuel,  who  en- 
listed in  the  14th  U.  S.  Regulars  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  was  never  heard  from ; Gould  P.,  a prominent 
farmer  of  Clifford  township;  and  Waity  Ann,  who 
died  unmarried. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject  re- 
mained at  home,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  com- 
menced to  operate  a small  portion  of  the  farm  on  his 
own  account.  As  the  years  passed  and  his  financial 
resources  have  increased,  he  has  added  to  it  from  time 
to  time  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
farms  in  Clifford  township.  He  has  always  given 
considerable  attention  to  stock  raising,  and  in  1885 
commenced  importing  fine  stock,  such  as  Poland 
China  hogs,  Cleveland  Bay  horses,  Shropshire  sheep 
and  Norman  and  Percheron  norses.  He  is  the  only 
importer  of  pure  bred  horses  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  has  been  remarkably  successful  in  this  branch 
of  his  business.  He  is  independent  in  politics  and 
has  never  sought  or  desired  public  office,  preferring 
to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  his  business  inter- 
ests. He  is  a member  of  the  Alliance  and  has  served 
as  supervisor  of  his  township  for  six  years. 

On  February  25,  1858,  at  Lenoxville,  Mr.  Sped- 
ding married  Miss  Mahala  Cobb,  and  five  children 
have  been  born  to  them:  Nellie  J.,  born  February  2, 
1859,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Tennant,  hotel  pro- 
prietor at  Clark  Summit,  Penn. ; Walter  S.,  born 
March  31,  1861,  who  married  Ella  Slocum  and  is 
engaged  in  business  with  his  father;  Amy  A.,  born 
September  26,  1864,  wife  of  William  Hasbrook,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Clifford  township ; Frank  W., 
born  February  22,  1870,  who  married  Agnes  Stevens, 
and  follows  farming  in  Lackawanna  county;  and 
Eva  M.,  born  July  9,  1875,  at  home. 

Mrs.  Spedding  was  born  in  Greenfield  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  county,  February  18,  1837,  a 
daughter  of  Ziperon  and  Sally  (Yarns)  Cobb,  life- 
long residents  of  that  county.  The  father,  who  was 
an  agriculturist,  died  May  18,  1883,  aged  sixty-seven 
years,  the  mother  January  9,  1872,  aged  fifty-seven, 
and  both  were  buried  in  Clifford  cemetery.  The 
mother  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Clif- 
ford. Mrs.  Spedding  was  the  eldest  of  their  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Eunice,  deceased  wife  of  An- 
son Tingley;  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  William 
Wallace;  James  A.,  a farmer  of  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty; Jennie  B.,  who  first  married  John  Bell,  and  sec- 
ond David  Ulmer,  a farmer  of  Wayne  county, 
Penn.;  Sally  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years;  Tamar,  deceased  wife  of  Melvin  Pierce; 
Nathan,  a resident  of  Carbondale;  Caroline,  wife 
of  George  Snyder,  of  Carbondale ; Harriet  L.,  who 
died  young ; and  Arminda,  wife  of  Andrew  Miller, 
a farmer  and  traveling  salesman.  Mrs.  Spedding’s 
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paternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Brundage)  Cobb,  natives  of  New  York  State  and 
early  settlers  of  Lackawanna  county,  where  the 
grandfather,  who  was  a farmer,  died  at  an  old  age. 
The  maternal  grandparents  were  Nathan  and  Jane 
(Lowery)  Yarns.  The  former  died  in  Lackawanna 
county,  the  latter  in  Susquehanna  county. 

NEWTON  A.  GEISINGER,  proprietor  of  the 
roller-mill  at  Brodheadsville,  and  one  of  the  pros- 
perous and  successful  business  men  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, owes  in  great  measure  the  fortunate  issue  of 
his  business  enterprise  to  the  thoroughness  of  his 
preparation,  and  to  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  his 
calling.  His  tastes  for  this  time-honored  and  im- 
portant calling  may  be  said  to  be  partially  inherited, 
for  his  father  was  an  extensive  mill  owner  and  oper- 
ator ; his  maternal  grandfather  was  a miller ; two  of 
his  brothers  are  millers.  Growing  up  in  an  at- 
mosphere so  saturated  with  the  skill  and  proficiency 
of  the  miller's  art,  the  success  of  our  subject  par- 
takes less  of  the  nature  of  an  ordinary  business 
venture,  and  more  of  that  indescribable  and  elusive 
talent  which  crowns  with  success  its  fortunate  pos- 
sessor. 

Mr.  Geisinger  was  born  in  Bethelehem,  Penn., 
August  4,  1846,  a son  of  Jacob  J.  and  Alary  A. 
(Funk)  Geisinger,  and  a grandson  of  Abraham 
Geisinger,  a lifelong  farmer  of  Lehigh  county.  Ja- 
cob J.  Geisinger  was  born  in  1820,  and  married  Alary 
A.  Funk,  daughter  of  a Bucks  county  miller.  Ja- 
cob J.  Geisinger  operated  mills  at  various  places, 
and  died  at  Center  Valley,  Lehigh  county,  in  1895, 
aged  seventy-five  years,  being  buried  in  the  Men- 
nonite  cemetery  of  that  village.  His  widow  resides 
at  the  old  homestead,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Aloravian  Church.  To 
Jacob  J.  and  Alary  A.  Geisinger  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Clayton  F.,  a miller  at  Coopers- 
burg,  Penn.;  Newton  A.,  subject  of  this  sketch; 
J.  J.,  who  operated  the  old  home  mill  at  Center 
Valley;  L.  A.,  a clerk  at  Allentown,  Penn.;  Edwin, 
also  a clerk  at  Allentown;  Jacob  J.,  a jeweler  at 
Center  Valley;  and  Emma  A.,  wife  of  Rev.  Jere 
Ritter,  a Lutheran  minister  at  Bath,  Pennsylvania. 

Newton  A.  Geisinger  remained  at  the  home 
of  his  father  until  he  reached  his  twenty-fifth  year. 
Between  the  ages  of  seven  and  eighteen  he  attended 
the  schools  of  his  native  village,  thus  acquiring  a 
good  education,  and  he  then  followed  with  his  fa- 
ther the  trade  of  miller,  which  he  had  learned.  De- 
sirous of  seeing  something  of  the  world,  and  also 
of  adding  to  the  knowledge  of  his  trade  the  expe- 
rience to  be  gained  at  other  mills,  Air.  Geisinger 
then  spent  several  years  throughout  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Iowa,  following  his  trade  at  various  mills. 

In  1883  our  subject  came  to  Brodheadsville, 
and  became  proprietor  of  the  well-equipped  roller- 
mill  of  fifteen-horse  power  which  had  been  built  in 
1877  by  J.  P.  Keller.  In  the  operation  of  this  mill 
Air.  Geisinger  has  been  eminently  successful.  He 
has  a pleasant  home,  presided  over  by  his  wife, 
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formerly  Aliss  Lydia  Gregory,  who  is  a sister  of 
Dr.  W.  E.  Gregory,  of  Stroudsburg.  Air.  Geis- 
inger’s  son,  Oscar,  is  a salesman  at  Stroudsburg, 
and  is  married  to  Alartha,  daughter  of  Morris  Nau- 
man,  of  that  city.  In  politics  Mr.  Geisinger  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  has  served  as  deacon  for  six 
years.  He  is  highly  respected  and  popular  in  the 
community,  combining  in  his  personality  the  spirit 
of  comradery,  the  flash  of  intelligence,  the  keenness 
of  ripe  judgment  and  other  most  estimable  quali- 
ties. 

Af ARCUS  A.  BLAIR,  a well-known  pharma- 
cist and  druggist  of  ITopbottom,  Susquehanna 
county,  has  been  in  business  there  for  the  past  thir- 
teen years.  During  that  time  he  has  risen  steadily 
in  the  public  confidence,  and  he  ranks  as  one  of  the 
most  substantial  and  sterling  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Air.  Blair  was  born  in  East  Durham,  Greene 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Alarch  5,  1855,  son  of  Alfred  and  Char- 
lotte (Allen)  Blair.  His  great-grandfather,  James 
Blair,  emigrated  from  Scotland,  his  native  land,  to 
Salem,  Mass.,  with  his  parents  and  his  eight  brothers, 
He  married  an  English  woman,  and  died  in  1827  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Joel  Blair,  his  son, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Salem, 
Alass.,  in  1791-  He  was  reared  in  that  town,  and 
there  married  Alahala,  daughter  of  Samuel  Page. 
He  removed  to  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death,  in  1840,  following  the  vo- 
cations of  farming  and  shoemaking.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat.  Eleven  children  were  born  to 
Joel  and  Alahala  Blair,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living 
at  this  writing,  namely:  Willis,  of  Castle  Creek, 
Broome  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Mariett,  who  married  C.  E. 
Dunn,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Adaline,  who  married 
E.  Nickerson,  of  Newark  Valley,  N.  Y. ; and  Alfred, 
father  of  our  subject.  The  deceased  are  Rowena 
(who  married  David  Nickerson),  Alonzo,  Lorenzo, 
L.  Parley,  Oscar,  Alahala  (who  married  A.  Gray), 
and  Winslow. 

Alfred  Blair,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  April  1,  1815. 
There  he  married  Charlotte  Allen,  who  was  born 
Alarch  17,  1818,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Phoebe 
(McKenzie)  Allen.  Between  1834  and  1837  Alfred 
Blair  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  connection  with  farming.  In  1861  he 
moved  from  Schoharie  county  to  Tioga  county,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  continued  actively  at  his  trade  until 
1885,  after  which  he  lived  with  his  son  Afarcus  A. 
until  his  death,  April  2,  1900,  when  he  was  aged 
eighty-five  years  and  two  days.  His  wife  died  Au- 
gust 6,  1894.  In  Schoharie  county  he  served  as  asses- 
sor and  as  commissioner  of  highways ; in  politics  he 
was  a Democrat.  Himself  and  family  were  life- 
long members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  Alfred  and  Charlotte  Blair  were  as  fol- 
lows : Rowena,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven 
years ; Roseltha,  wife  of  Henry  C.  Stannard,  of 
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Newark  Valley,  N.  Y. ; Joel,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Harlan  Page,  who  was  a Presbyterian  minister,  and 
died  after  a service  of  about  fifteen  years ; P.  Ellen, 
who  married  Isaac  Arnold,  of  Newark  Valley,  N. 
Y. ; Euphemia,  wife  of  ].  H.  Saddlemire,  of  New- 
ark \ alley,  N.  Y. ; Charlotte  A.,  who  married  Charles 
Fuller,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  deceased; 
John  A.,  a bookkeeper  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  now 
deceased;  Marcus  A.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  A. 
Stryker,  a graduate  of  the  University  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  and  since  1882  a practicing  physician  in 
Bradford  county,  Penn. ; and  Orissa  Inez,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years. 

Marcus  A.  Blair  was  six  years  of  age  when,  in 
1861,  he  moved  with  his  father’s  family  from  Scho- 
harie county  to  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.  In  his  boyhood 
he  attended  the  common  schools,  later  Newark  Val- 
ley Academy,  and  in  1874  he  graduated  from  the 
Lowell  Commercial  College,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
In  1872  he  began,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  to  acquire 
the  profession  of  pharmacist  and  druggist  with  Dr. 
E.  1.  Ford,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  He 
was  then  for  about  eight  years  incapacitated  for 
further  studies  or  steady  work  by  injuries  received. 
On  January  5,  1882,  Mr.  Blair  was  married,  at  New- 
ark Valley,  N.  Y.,  to  E.  Arlettie  Lockwood,  who  was 
born  at  Beach  Lake,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  November 
14,  1861,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Jane  (Rob- 
erts) Lockwood.  Daniel  Lockwood  was  born  in 
Newburg,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  October  4,  1822,  and 
was  a posthumous  child ; his  mother  died  when  he 
was  a babe  of  six  weeks.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
he  removed  from  Orange  county,  to  Hancock,  Dela- 
ware Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  learned  the  tanner’s  trade. 
At  Beach  Lake  he  became  foreman  in  a tannery. 
He  was  married  July  21,  1859,  to  Mary  Jane  Rob- 
erts, who  was  born  at  Damascus,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
in  1829,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mehitable  (Dunn) 
Roberts.  Daniel  Roberts  was  a native  of  Wales, 
came  to  America  when  five  years  of  age,  and  mar- 
ried in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  lived  to  a 
good  old  age,  dying  when  eighty-two  years  old, 
and  outliving  all  his  family  of  fifteen  children  ex- 
cept three.  He  followed  the  vocations  of  a farmer 
and  blacksmith. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  four 
children : Iva  Roseltha,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one 
near ; one  daughter  deceased  in  infancy ; John  Al- 
fred, deceased  at  the  age  of  eleven  months ; and 
Marcus  Allen  Blair,  Jr.,  born  May  2,  1900.  In 
1883  our  subject  settled  at  Franklin  Forks,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  entered  the  drug  busi- 
ness, which  he  continued  three  years,  and  in  1884 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  that  place.  Leaving 
the  business  and  the  post  office  in  charge  of  his 
wife,  who  had  developed  splendid  business  ability, 
he  in  1886  purchased  a stock  of  drugs  at  Hopbot- 
tom,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  has  since  con- 
tinued in  business.  In  politics  Mr.  Blair  is  a Dem- 
ocrat, but  he  is  a strict  Prohibitionist  in  principle 
and  in  practice.  From  1890  to  1893  he  held  the  office 
of  burgess  of  the  borough,  and  from  1893  to  1898 


served  as  a member  of  the  town  council,  of  which 
he  was  also  president.  He  is  now  president. of  the 
school  board.  He  is  a member  and  past  master  of 
Harford  Lodge  No.  445,  F.  & A.  M.,  at  Hopbot- 
tom,  and  of  the  Sons  of  America.  Lor  two  terms 
he  was  district  president  of  the  Sons  of  America ; 
was  for  years  a member  of  the  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance, and  when  only  a boy  he  joined  the  Band  of 
Hope,  which  was  a society  at  that  time  for  boys,  to 
help  on  the  cause  of  temperance  at  Newark  Val- 
ley, N.  Y.  For  many  years  he  has  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  holding  mem- 
bership in  the  Society  at  Franklin  Forks,  and  he 
has  served  officially ; he  now  has  charge  of  the  M. 
E.  choir  at  Hopbottom,  though  he  retains  his  old 
Church  connection. 

WESTBROOK  MERRING  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  influential  agriculturists  of  Lake  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  promoting  the  substantial  improvement  and  mate- 
rial development  of  the  county. 

A native  of  New  Jersey,  he  was  born  in  Sussex 
county,  November  7,  1842,  a son  of  Philip  and  Eu- 
nice (Spangenberg)  Merring,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  April  2,  1813,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
and  died  July  18,  1881,  the  latter  born  June  28, 
1815,  in  Bethany,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 28,  1881  ; they  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  Ivizer's 
Cemetery,  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.  They  were 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  A brief  record 
of  the  children  of  this  honored  couple  is  as  follows : 
Mary  J.,  born  January  1,  1835,  died  May  22,  1849; 
Phebe  J.,  born  July  27,,  1838,  died  July  18,  1881 
(she  married  W.  J.  Van  Sickles,  a farmer  of  Re- 
novo,  Penn.)  ; Sarah  A.,  born  February  27,  1840, 
died  May  9,  1846;  Westbrook,  our  subject,  is  the 
next  in  the  order  of  birth ; Louis  E.,  born  March 
25,  1846,  died  May  20,  1896  (he  married  Victorene 
Sheerer)  ; Hiram,  a farmer  of  Lake  township, 
Wayne  county,  born  June  19,  1849,  married  Aman- 
da M.  Bronson;  Abigail,  born  March  30,  1852, 
married  Franklin  Swingle,  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn. ; Amos,  twin  of  Abigail,  and  a farmer  of 
the  State  of  Oregon,  married  Sophia  A.  Spangen- 
berg; Philip  A.,  born  March  13,  1855,  is  an  invalid 
in  South  Canaan;  and  Josephine  E.,  born  April  10, 
1858,  married  Elias  Merring,  a farmer  in  New  Jer- 
sey. The  father  of  this  family  came  from  New  Jer- 
sey to  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1834  located  in  Jefferson 
township,  Lackawanna  county,  later  moving  to? 
Wyoming  county,  thence  returning  to  New  Jersey, 
where  he  remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  1853, 
in  that  year  coming  to  Lake  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  purchasing  some  200  acres  of  land,  at  differ- 
ent times,  making  the  farm  whereon  his  son,  our 
subject,  now  resides,  and  here  the  parents  both  died, 
as  already  related. 

The  first  of  the  Merring  family  in  this  country 
was  Georg'e  Merring,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  who  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  and 
came  to  these  shores  at  an  early  day,  settling  in 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1347 


Sussex  county,  N.  J.  His  son  John,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  where  he 
purchased  a large  tract  of  land,  which  he  divided 
among  his  children.  By  his  wife  Mary  (Coss)  he 
had  children  as  follows:  George;  John;  Philip,  fa- 
ther of  Westbrook;  Jacob;  Nicholas;  Peter;  Isaac; 
Rebecca,  who  was  twice  married,  first  to  Aaron 
Stoll,  and  afterward  to  James  Moore;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Joseph  .Stroud  ; and  Mary,  who  wedded 
Jacob  Morris. 

On  December  3,  1868,  in  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
by  Rev.  J.  Waterous,  a Methodist  Protestant  min- 
ister, Westbrook  Merring  was  married  to  Mrs.  Eliza 
(Cary)  Spangenberg,  and  a brief  record  of  their 
children  is  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Sumner  M.,  born  Decem- 
ber 12,  1869,  married  Ida  Clark;  he  is  a farmer  in 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county.  (2)  Isabel  C.,  born 
March  4,  1871,  married  Warren  J.  Van  Sickles,  a 
merchant  of  Georgetown,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  (3) 
Victor  H.,  born  September  30,  1872,  died  February 
2,  1898  : he  was  a graduate  of  Woods  College,  Scran- 
ton, Penn.,  was  well  read,  an  elegant  penman,  promi- 
nent in  society,  surrounded  by  hosts  of  friends,  and 
his  early  taking  away,  when  he  had  a bright  prom- 
ise before  him,  was  a sad  blow  to  his  parents.  (4) 
Grace  A.,  born  June  20,  1874,  married  Eugene 
Sampson,  proprietor  of  a meat  market  at  Lake 
Ariel,  Penn.  (5)  Wayne  W.,  born  August  5,  1876. 
Wayne  W.  married  Nettie  Goodrich,  who  died  in 
September,  1899;  and  (6)  Legrand  W.,  born  March 
20,  1878,  married  Arlene  Ostrander  and  was  acci- 
dently drowned  while  skating  on  Lake  Henry,  Penn., 
December  17,  1899. 

Mrs.  Eliza  (Cary-Spangenberg)  Merring  was 
born  March  12,  1841,  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  Minor  and  Ros- 
anna (Schwartz I Cary,  of  Lackawanna  county  and 
Easton,  Penn.,  respectively.  Mr.  Cary  died  in  1864 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  his  widow  subse- 
quently wedded  Jacob  Swingle,  of  Wayne  county, 
Penn.  To  Minor  and  Rosanna  (Schwartz)  Cary 
were  born  children  as  follows : Minor,  deceased ; 
Eliza,  wife  of  our  subject;  Justus,  married  to  Hulda 
Taylor  (he  is  a farmer,  also  foreman  on  the  D.  & 
H.  R.  R.  at  Carbondale,  Penn.)  ; Mary  E.,  deceased 
wife  of  Enos  Enslin,  a farmer  of  Lake  township, 
Wayne  county;  Olive,  wife  of  Dr.  James  Daven- 
port, of  Luzerne  county,  Penn. ; Lydia,  deceased 
wife  of  A.  R.  Woodward,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and 
Winton,  a railroad  yard  master  in  Carbondale,  Penn,, 
married  to  Angeline  Woodward.  Both  parents  were 
twice  married,  and  the  father  by  his  first  wife  had 
the  following  children:  John,  Parker,  Sarah  (who 
married  Chauncy  Derby),  Esther  (who  after  the 
death  of  her  sister  Sarah  married  Chauncy  Derby), 
and  Lucy  (who  wedded  Harrison  House).  The 
mother  by  her  first  husband,  IJoah  Cobb,  of  Canaan 
township,  had  three  children:  Usual,  a farmer  of 
Wayne  county ; Michael,  an  extensive  miner  in  Colo- 
rado; and  Lucy,  widow  of  Justus  Bronson,  who  was 
starved  to  death  in  Libby  prison. 

Mrs.  WstbrookMerring's  paternal  grandfather, 


John  Cary,  came  to  the  United  States  from  Scotland 
at  an  early  day,  and  became  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  the  Wyoming  Valley.  Her  maternal  grand- 
father, Michael  Schwartz,  of  Easton,  Penn.,  settled 
in  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  where  he  followed 
farming  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mrs. 
Merring  has  been  twice  married,  first  time  to  Levi 
Spangenberg,  who  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years,  while  on  his  way  home  from  the  army, 
was  killed  by  a locomotive  at  a railroad  crossing. 
The  children  by  this  marriage  were : Eugene,  who 
married  Augusta  Dewee,  and  is  a farmer  and  lum- 
ber dealer  of  the  State  of  Oregon ; and  Sophia,  wife 
of  Amos  Merring,  a brother  of  our  subject,  and  a 
farmer  and  lumberman  in  the  State  of  Oregon. 

Westbrook  Merring,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  April 
23,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  8th  P. 
V.  I.,  under  Hiram  S.  Travis  (three-months’  men), 
and  was  discharged  July  29,  1861  (he  was  one  of 
the  first  six  men  to  enlist  from  Wayne  county). 
On  his  return  home  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  as  runner  on  the  cars  until 
February  28,  1865,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Louis  Blair,  and  was 
discharged  June  12,  1865.  On  his  second  return 
from  the  army  he  went  to  Cameron  county,  Penn., 
and  for  three  years  worked  in  the  woods,  making 
timber,  then  came  to  his  present  farm,  of  200  acres 
of  as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county.  So- 
cially, he  has  been  a member  of  Normal  Lodge  No. 
531,  of  South  Canaan.  Politically,  he  is  stanch 
Republican,  and  for  three  years  he  served  as  school 
director.  Mr.  Merring  is  possessed  of  considerable 
literary  ability,  and  his  numerous  contributions  to 
the  local  papers  have  always  found  place  in  their 
columns,  and  elicited  much  favorable  criticism. 

GEORGE  CARR  ROBERTSON,  one  of  the 
most  influential  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Dy- 
berry  township,  has  since  reaching  manhood  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  and 
political  interests  of  Wayne  county.  He  was  born 
in  Honesdale,  September  13,  1850,  and  is  a grand- 
son of  David  Robertson,  who  was  born  in  Dunblane, 
Scotland,  in  1782,  and  in  1832  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  the  United  States,  first  locating  in  Honesdale, 
Penn.  After  two  years  spent  in  that  city,  he  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Dyberry  township,  upon  which 
he  made  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest 
in  November,  1859.  In  his  native  land  he  mar- 
ried Margaret  Saures,  who  died  in  1853.  They 
had  but  two  sons,  John  and  David,  both  born  in 
Scotland. 

John  Robertson  was  born  August  13,  1823.  and 
was  a lad  of  eight  years  when  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  America.  In  the  district  schools  of  Dyberry 
township  he  pursued  his  studies  for  a time  and 
later  attended  the  University  of  Northern  Pennsyl- 
vania. On  leaving  the  school  room  he  located  at 
Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  where  as  a carpenter  he 
was  employed  by  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co.  for 
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some  time.  In  1858  he  purchased  a tract  of  land 
in  the  southern  part  of  Dyberry  township,  upon 
which  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Oc- 
tober 19,  1886.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  highly  respected  men  of  that  community,  and 
was  called  upon  to  serve  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
school  director,  auditor  and  in  other  local  positions 
of  honor  and  trust.  At  Dyberry,  December  28, 
1848,  John  Robertson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Clarinda  M.  Carr,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  oldest.  Jennie, 
born  August  1,  1853,  is  a type  writer  in  the  office 
of  E.  C.  Mumford,  of  Honesdale;  and  Clara  M., 
born  September  28,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  George 
M.  Keyes,  of  Morenci,  Michigan. 

Mrs.  Clarinda  (Carr)  Robertson  traces  her 
ancestry  back  to  Benjamin  Carr,  who  was  born  in 
London,  England,  August  18,  1592.  His  son,  Caleb 
Carr,  the  first  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  was  born 
December  9,  1616,  and  located  at  Newport,  R.  I., 
in  1640.  His  son  James  was  born  about  1680  and 
was  the . father  of  Caleb  Carr,  who  was  born  at 
Little  Egg  Harbor,  N.  J.,  in  1726.  The  next  in  dir- 
ect line  was  James  Carr  (the  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject),  who  was  born  at  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J., 
July  12,  1760,  and  married  Esther  Varnell,  who  was 
born  at  the  same  place,  March  1,  1769.  He  died  in 
South  Canaan,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  June  10,  1811, 
and  his  wife  in  Honesdale,  July  4,  1854.  She  would 
frequently  relate  to  her  descendants  many  interesting 
incidents  of  Revolutionary  war  times,  these  events 
being  impressed  upon  her  youthful  mind  very  clearly 
as  her  home  was  near  Trenton,  N.  J.,  where  some 
of  the  most  clever  schemes  were  planned  and  carried 
out,  especially  by  our  patriotic  leader,  Gen.  Washing- 
ton. John  Carr  (our  subject’s  grandfather)  was 
born  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  September  12,  1796,  and 
June  6,  1823,  was  married  at  Bethany,  Penn.,  to 
Adeline  Jones,  who  was  born  in  Salem,  Wayne 
county,  March  25,  1805,  and  died  in  Dyberry,  June 
6,  1859.  His  death  occurred  at  the  same  place 
January  20,  1858.  Their  daughter,  Clarinda  M., 
was  born  in  Bethany,  April  25,  1824,  and  married 
John  Robertson  (father  of  our  subject). 

George  Carr  Robertson  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Dyberry  and  Honesdale,  and  also  took 
a course  in  a commercial  college  at  Kingston,  Penn. 
After  leaving  school  he  went  to  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
where  for  one  year  he  assisted  his  uncle  in  the 
lumberyard  and  on  his  return  to  Dvberry  township 
took  charge  of  the  old  homestead,  which  he  success- 
fully operated  until  1890,  when  he  was  elected  regis- 
ter and  recorder  of  Wayne  county  for  a tern?  of 
three  years.  He  proved  a most  popular  and  capable 
official,  promptly  and  faithfully  discharging  the 
duties  of  the  responsible  position.  In  the  fall  of 
1899  lie  was  elected  county  commissioner,  receiv- 
ing the  largest  number  of  votes  cast  for  any  candi- 
date for  that  office  on  either  ticket,  and  on  the 
organization  of  the  Board  he  was  elected  its  Presi- 
dent. He  has  also  been  honored  with  a number 
of  local  offices,  including  that  of  township  clerk, 


which  he  filled  for  eight  terms.  Socially  he  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Heptasophs. 

In  Boston,  Mass.,  December  30,  1881,  Mr. 
Robertson  was  married  to  Miss  Harriette  S.  Strong- 
man, by  Rev.  A.  B.  Kendig.  They  now  have  one 
son,  Arthur  Carr,  who  was  born  October  14,  1882, 
and  is  attending  the  graded  schools  of  Honesdale. 
Mrs.  Robertson  is  a daughter  of  John  and  Martha 
(Andrew)  Strongman,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Cornwall,  England,  and  on  coming  to 
this  country  located  in  Dyberry  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  still  continue  to  reside.  Their 
children  are  Benjamin,  a member  of  the  Honesdale 
Glove  & Mitten  Co.,  and  a resident  of  Seelyville, 
Wayne  county;  Mary,  wife  of  John  H.  Avery,  of 
Dyberry;  Emeline  (deceased)  ; Harriette  S.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  John,  superintendent  of  a store  in 
Boston,  Mass. ; Mattie,  a clerk  in  the  same  store ; 
George,  superintendent  of  a store  owned  by  the 
same  company  in  Washington,  D.  C. ; and  Jessie, 
wife  of  Jacob  Houser,  of  Dyberry.  Mrs.  Robert- 
son is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Honesdale. 

REV.  GEORGE  HENRY  PRENTICE,  for 
some  time  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  was  born  January  17, 
1853,  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  parents, 
John  A.  and  Lydia  A.  (Monroe)  Prentice,  were 
born  in  October,  1817,  and  in  March,  1822,  re- 
spectively. There  they  were  reared  and  married, 
and  continued  to  make  their  home  there  until  1884, 
the  father  following  the  occupation  of  fanning. 
Since  then  they  have  lived  retired  in  Mt.  Upton, 
N.  Y.  They  are  leading  members  of  and  active 
workers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; in 
politics  the  father  was  first  a Republican,  and  is  now 
a Prohibitionist.  Of  their  three  children,  the  two  eld- 
est, George  W.  and  Henry  J.,  both  died  in  childhood, 
our  subject  being  the  only  survivor. 

George  Henry  Prentice  was  reared  on  his  fa- 
ther’s farm,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  1873, 
when  he  began  teaching  school.  At  the  end  of  one 
term  he  accepted  a position  as  assistant  teacher  in 
Hartwick  Seminary,  where  he  remained  for  five 
years,  and  then  entered  Drew  Seminary,  where  he 
pursued  his  studies  for  three  years.  Joining  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Conference,  he  was  first  as- 
signed to  East  Worcester,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
remained  for  one  year,  the  following  two  years  was 
at  Wells  Bridge,  and  then  returned  to  East  Wor- 
cester for  one  year.  The  next  year  his  charge  was 
Harpersville  and  Nineveh,  N.  Y.  For  the  following 
three  vears  he  was  pastor  of  the  Church  at  Gilberts- 
ville,  which  was  followed  by  three  years  at  New  Ber- 
lin, and  in  the  spring  of  1894  he  came  to  Waymart, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  did  effective  service 
for  the  cause  of  Christianity  and  for  the  Church. 
He  succeeded  in  building  a new  parsonage  and 
remodeling  the  church,  and  also  built  up  the  Church 
numerically  and  spiritually.  While  a resident  of 
New  York,  he  conducted  a job  printing  office  in 
Hartwick  for  three  years. 
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Mr.  Prentice  was  married,  April  4,  1884,  at 
Rockdale,  N.  Y .,  by  Rev.  L.  A.  Wild,  a Methodist 
Episcopal' minister,  to  Miss  Hattie  V.  Chamberlain. 
They  now  have  five  children:  Anna  Pearl,  Leslie 
Neil,  Edna  Ruth,  Julia  Florean  and  Blanche  Lydia. 
Mrs.  Prentice  was  born  in  De  Witt,  Iowa,  March 
24,  1861,  a daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and  Julia  A. 
(North)  Chamberlain,  natives  of  Chenango  county, 
N.  Y.  The  father,  who  was  a railroad  contractor, 
died  in  De  Witt,  Iowa,'  in  March,  1865,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-eight  years ; the  mother,  who  was  born 
December  22,  1831,  is  still  living,  and  now  makes  her 
home  in  South  Dakota.  She  is  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  children 
are  Thomas  Jefferson,  a farmer  and  school  teacher 
of  Wisconsin  ; and  Hattie  V.,  wife  of  our  subject. 

At  the  polls,  Mr.  Prentice  always  casts  his 
ballot  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  is  a man  of 
thoughtful,  earnest  purpose,  of  strong  intellectual 
endowments,  of  broad  charity  and  kindly  nature, 
and  by  all  denominations,  as  well  as  his  own  people, 
he  is  held  in  the  highest  regard. 

B.  F.  MILLER,  commissioner  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, is  a leading  resident  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and 
is  noted  among  his  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances for  his  excellent  judgment  and  the 
liberality  of  his  opinions.  As  a business  man  he 
has  won  a high  standing,  and  for  a number  of 
years  he  has  been  an  influential  worker  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic organization  of  his  county,  his  advice  being 
sought  in  all  matters  of  importance.  He  was  born 
July  29,  1849,  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  comes  of  patriotic  ancestry  in  both 
maternal  and  paternal  lines.  Benjamin  Franklin 
Miller,  his  great-grandfather,  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British, 
but  escaped. 

Henry  Miller,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  but  made  bis  permanent  home 
in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 
where  he  followed  farming  and  carpentering".  He 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  but  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
(Cisco),  also  a native  of  New  Jersey,  attained  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  Of  their  ten  children, 
the  eldest,  Daniel,  who  died  in  October,  1885,  when 
seventy-one  years  of  age,  was  a blacksmith  in  Mid- 
dle Smithfield  township ; David  and  Peter  are  farm- 
ers in  Middle  Smithfield  township ; William,  our 
subject's  father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Henry  and  Jonn  are  engaged  in  farming  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township ; Eliza  died  unmarried ; Mar- 
garet married  Joseph  Ace;  Catherine  married  Jo- 
seph Casebeer;  and  Mary  married  John  N.  Noack. 

William  Miller,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  1826,  and  died  in  April,  1897,  at  his  old  home- 
stead in  Middle  Smithfield  township.  He  was  a 
prominent  Democrat  of  that  locality,  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Strunk, 
who  was  born  in  Middle  Smithfield  township  in 
1828,  is  still  living.  They  had  eight  children,  viz.: 
B.  F.,  our  subject;  Eleanora,  deceased,  who  mar- 


ried Samuel  Munn;  John  S.,  a resident  of  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county;  Catherine,  who  married 
Jacob  S.  Mick,  of  Stroudsburg,  now  serving  as 
county  jury  commissioner  ; Hannah  L.,  wife  of  Dan- 
iel Van  Why,  of  East  Stroudsburg;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Jacob  Bush,  of  Stroudsburg;  Francis,  who 
died  in  childhood ; and  Bush,  who  resides  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Strunk  Mil- 
ler is  a descendant  of  a well  known  Pennsylvania- 
Dutch  family,  and  her  grandfather.  Peter  Strunk, 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Her  father,  John 
C.  Strunk,  who  has  been  blind  for  twenty-three 
years,  is  a highly  esteemed  resident  of  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  and  served  eight  years  as  con- 
stable of  that  township  before  the  organization  of 
Monroe  county.  At  various  other  times  he  has  been 
chosen  to  office,  and  for  nine  vears  he  held  the  posi- 
tion of  county  commissioner.  He  married  Miss 
Ella  Hanna,  of  Middle  Smithfield,  Monroe  Co., 
Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject's  early  education  was  somewhat 
meagre,  but  he  has  supplemented  it  by  reading,  and 
observation,  and  his  independence  of  thought  gives 
his  conversation  a peculiar  interest.  As  a boy  he 
began  working  in  the  woods  in  the  lumber  business', 
which  he  followed  for  many  years,  both  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  operations  of  others  and  on  his  own 
account,  but  of  late  he  has  given  less  attention  to 
it  because  of  the  pressure  of  public  cares.  He  has 
always  been  a stanch  Democrat,  and  at  various  times 
he  held  office  in  his  township,  serving  twice  as  judge 
of  elections,  two  terms  as  school  director,  and  two  as 
tax  collector.  He  resigned  the  last  named  post  in 
1893  t°  accept  his  present  office  of  county  com- 
missioner, his  term  beginning  in  1894.  His  able 
discharge  of  duty  was  appreciated  by  his  constitu- 
ents and  in  1896  he  was  re-elected,  this  being  his 
second  term.  He  is  not  married,  but  is  prominent 
sociallv,  being  an  active  member  of  the  P.  O.  S.  A. 
and  other  organizations.  He  has  a fine  presence  and 
well  proportioned  frame,  and  his  good  nature  and 
abounding  vitality  are  appreciated  bv  his  large  cir- 
cle of  friends. 

S.  K.  BELLES,  a well-known  lumberman  of 
Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  one 
of  the  faithful  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the 
Civil  war,  was  born  near  Tanner sville,  in  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county,  May  4,  1838. 

His  father,  J.  D.  Belles,  was  a native  of  the 
same  place,  born  Januarv  6,  1806,  and  a son  of 
George  and  Mary  (De  Haven)  Belles.  Reared  to 
manhood  in  Monroe  county,  J.  D.  Belles  there  mar- 
ried Elsie  Brown,  who  lost  her  father  when  only 
a child.  Until  our  subject  was  twelve  years  old 
his  father  followed  farming  in  Pocono  township, 
where  he  owned  property,  and  then  removed  to 
Plymouth,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  was  sim- 
ilarly employed.  Subsequently  he  lived  In  Lake 
township,  the  same  county,  and  in  Monroe  town- 
ship, Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  followed  farm- 
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ing  and  lumbering,  and  then  returned  to  Tanners- 
ville,  Monroe  county,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1871.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a Democrat. 
His  wife  died  in  Beaumont,  Wyoming  county,  in 
1873.  The  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple 
were  as  follows:  Hiram,  who  died  in  1858;  Ann 
Marie,  who  married  William  Brink,  of  Monroe 
county,  and  died  in  1888;  Amos,  who  during  the 
Civil  war  enlisted  in  Company  F,  143rd  P.  V.  I.,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  De- 
cember 13,  1862;  Andrew,  a millwright  of  McKean 
county,  Penn.;  S.  Iv.,  our  subject;  Adam,  a farmer 
of  Beaumont,  Wyoming  county;  Lewis  W.,  who 
died  at  Lehman ; Sarah  and  Elizabeth,  twins,  de- 
ceased ; Mary  Jane,  deceased ; and  Miner  V.,  who 
was  killed  in  a sawmill. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years  S.  K.  Belles  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Luzerne 
county,  and  until  eighteen  worked  in  sawmills  there 
and  also  on  a farm  in  New  York  State.  Laying  asiie 
all  personal  interests,  he  enlisted  as  a private  August 
11,  1862,  in  Company  B,  124th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  under 
Col.  A.  V.  H.  Ellis,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg.  He  participated  in  the  engagements  at 
Fredericksburg,  Beverly’s  Ford,  Chanced orsville  and 
Gettysburg.  At  Sailor's  Creek  his  company  cap- 
tured many  wagons  and  prizes  in  artillerv.  He  was 
all  through  the  seven-day  battle  of  the  Wilderness, 
and  with  his  regiment  was  continually  skirmishing 
from  there  to  Petersburg.  He  also  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  North  Ann,  Cold  Harbor  and  Spottsyl- 
vania,  and  being  wounded  at  the  last  named,  he  was 
unable  to  engage  in  active  duty  for  several  months, 
being  confined  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Hospital,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  in  time  to 
take  part  in  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  and  was  pres- 
ent at  Lee's  surrender.  For  two  years,  ten  months, 
and  twenty-one  days  he  remained  in  the  service, 
gallantly  defending  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it 
represented,  and  as  hostilities  had  ceased  was  finally 
mustered  out  as  sergeant  June  16,  1865.  After  the 
war  Mr.  Belles  returned  to  Pocono  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  but  later  made  his  home  for  eleven 
years  in  Luzerene  county,  where  he  owned  property 
and  followed  farming. 

On  July  4,  i860,  near  Deckertown,  N.  T.,  Mr. 
Belles  was  married  to  Emily  F.  Brink  and  thev  be- 
came the  parents  of  Anna  F.,  who  was  born  in 
August,  1862,  and  married  John  Drake,  of  Luzerne 
county.  Mrs.  Belles  died  in  January,  1863,  while 
he  was  in  the  army.  In  Monroe  county,  in  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Belles  was  wedded  to  Miss  Julia  Ann 
Gordon,  who  died  in  1889,  leaving  two  children: 
Charles  A.,  a farmer  of  Pike’s  Creek.  Luzerne  coun- 
ty; and  Frank  A.,  a blacksmith  of  Meeker,  Luzerne 
county.  Throughout  life  Mr.  Belles  has  been  more 
or  less  interested  in  lu  nbering,  following  that  oc- 
cupation in  Luzerne,  Columbia,  Lackawanna  and 
Wyoming  counties,  and  for  some  time  he  owned 
and  operated  a portable  sawmill.  On  coming  to 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1892,  he  bought  a steam 
sawmill  and  also  a home,  and  has  since  engaged 


in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  lath,  shingles,  etc., 
furnishing  employment  to  three  or  four  men  during 
the  summer  months.  He  is  a progressive,  enterpris- 
ing and  public  spirited  citizen,  who  takes  a deep 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  unwavering  in  his 
support  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  official  honors,  though  he  has 
served  as  judge  and  inspector  of  elections,  and  as 
supervisor  of  Lake  township,  Luzerne  county.  So- 
cially he  is  quite  prominent,  having  been  a member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for 
twenty-nine  years  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public for  thirteen  years,  belonging  first  to  Shick- 
shinny  Post  No.  257;  later  of  Pleasant  Hill  Post 
No.  499;  and  at  the  present  time  of  H.  C.  Titman 
Post  No.  93,  Auburn  Four  Corners. 

GEORGE  W.  FERRIS,  a farmer  and  lumber- 
man of  Lake  township,  Wayne  countv,  who  has  cut 
cut  of  the  once  heavily  timbered  lands  of  his  locality 
and  improved  a good  farm,  is  a native  of  this  State, 
born  September  24,  1846,  in  Blakely  township, 
Luzerne  couty. 

John  Ferris,  his  grandfather,  a native  of  Eng- 
land, came  from  that  country  to  the  United  States 
and  located  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.  In  1854,  he 
moved  to  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  lumbering. 
His  children  were:  Hiram  (the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject), Almira  (who  married  Reuben  Heffelfinger, 
both  deceased),  Lucinda  (who  married  Hiram  Wise, 
of  New  Milford),  Isaac  (who  married  Adora  Stev- 
ens, both  deceased),  Elizabeth  (now  Mrs.  Nathan 
Stark,  a widow  of  Dunmore,  Penn.),  and  Anna 
(who  wedded  James  H.  Kenny,  of  Dunmore,  Penn.) 

Hiram  Ferris  was  born  January  22,  1814,  in 
Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  and  was  there  married  to 
Mary  E.  Carpenter,  a native  of  Bradford  county, 
Penn.  In  1852  he  moved  his  family  to  Salem  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  he  ever  afterwards  made 
his  home,  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  They 
were  estimable  people  and  for  true  worth  had  few 
superiors.  In  his  political  views  he  adhered  to  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  partv.  He  died  in 
i860,  and  his  wife  in  1891,  when  aged  sixty-nine; 
both  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Hollisterville. 
Their  children  were — Martha  B.  (died  in  youth), 
Edward  (died  when  twenty-six),  George  W.  (our 
subject),  John  (deceased,  married  Malinda  A. 
Shera),  Franceo  (deceased),  Orilla  (Mrs.  Chris- 
tian Greim,  of  Dunmore,  Penn.),  W.  Newton  and 
Reuben  (are  unmarried  and  on  the  homestead), 
Freemont  (married  Emma  Bockus,  and  is  a farm- 
er and  lumberman  in  Tioga  county),  and  Jessie 
(Mrs.  Byron  Dingee). 

George  W.  Ferris  remained  on  the  farm  with 
his  parents,  employed  and  going  to  school  in  a man- 
ner not  unlike  the  general  farmers’  sons  until  eight- 
een years  of  age.  He  then  began  working  for  the 
Gravity  railroad  and  was  soon  promoted  to  the  po- 
sition of  roadmaster,  and  held  the  same  for  thirteen 
years.  Through  his  industrious  habits  and  by  the 
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practice  of  economy,  he  was  enabled  when  with- 
drawing from  the  employ  of  the  railroad  company 
to  purchase  a tract  of  200  acres  of  timber  land, 
which  he  cleared  up  an  converted  into  one  of  the 
finest  and  best  farms  of  Lake  township.  His  im- 
provements are  modern  and  the  general  appearance 
of  the  property  indicates  that  a prosperous  and  up- 
to-date,  practical  farmer  resides  there.  Mr.  Ferris 
is  both  enterprising  and  public-spirited,  believing  in 
keeping  up  with  the  times.  He  is  identified  wth  the 
M.  E.  Church  and  in  his  political  views  he  is  a 
strong  Prohibitionist. 

Mr.  Ferris  has  been  twice  married,  the  first 
time,  in  1870,  marrying  Laura  Lonsheir,  who  bore 
him  one  child,  Nettie,  who  died  when  two  years  of 
age.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1873,  when  twen- 
ty-four years  old.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Louis 
Lonsheir  (now  deceased),  then  a farmer  of  Salem 
township.  In  1874  Mr.  Ferris  was  again  married, 
this  time  to  Miss  Eleanora  Friant,  and  their  home 
has  been  made  happy  by  the  birth  of  the  following 
children:  Jessie,  Arthur,  Martha,  Clarence,  Kate, 

Samuel,  Henry,  and  Helen.  The  mother  of  these 
was  born  January  23,  1833,  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Scott)  Friant, 
wlio  were  born  April  19,  1827,  at  Belvidere,  N.  J., 
and  July  31,  1827,  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  re- 
spectively. They  were  married  at  Providence,  Lack- 
awanna Co.,  Penn.,  and  in  1870  removed  to  Elm- 
hurst, Penn.,  where  Mr.  Friant  died  December 
20,  1871.  He  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  politics  was  a Republican.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  a puddler  in  a rolling-mill.  His 
widow,  a very  exemplary  and  highly  respected 
woman,  makes  her  home  with  our  subject  and  wife. 
The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Friant  were : 
Elizabeth,  George  Francis,  and  Jane,  all  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  Jacob  S.,  an  assistant  train  dis- 
patcher in  the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road Co.,  married  Frances  McLaud.  Eleanora  is 
Mrs.  Ferris. 

D.  R.  POPE.  Seventy-eight  years  of  life, 
filled  with  useful  effort  and  crowned  with  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  he  left 
this  venerable  resident  of  Thompson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  still  hale  and  hearty  with  every 
prospect  of  continued  health  for  years  to  come. 

Mr.  Pope  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y., 
in  November,  1821,  and  is  a son  of  William  and 
Amy  (Stanton)  Pope,  both  natives  of  Connecticut, 
the  former  born  in  1795,  the  latter  in  1798.  At  an 
early  day  they  removed  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y., 
where  the  father  followed  farming  for  almost  half 
a century,  but  spent  bis  last  days  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  where  three  of  his  sons  had  pre- 
viously located.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  Ot- 
sego county.  In  the  family  were  six  children, 
namely:  (1)  William  H.,  a carder  and  manu- 

facturer of  cloth,  owned  and  conducted  a woolen 
factory  at  Gibson,  Penn.,  for  many  years.  He  died 
in  1895,  leaving  five  children:  Edward  P.,  ex- 


sheriff of  Susquehanna  county ; Manning  H. ; Will- 
iam W.,  now  of  Gibson;  Alice  S.,  wife  of  John 
Barnes,  of  Susquehanna;  and  Mary;  of  Gibson. 
(2)  Gaines  died  in  childhood.  (3)  Henry  H. 
married  Sally  Freeman,  of  Otsego  county,  and  later 
removed  to  Jackson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  Fie  had  three 
daughters : Henrietta,  deceased  wife  of  Hosea  Ben- 
son, of  Jackson;  Ada,  wife  of  Fremont  Butterfield; 
and  Drett,  deceased  wife  of  Joseph  Bloxem,  of 
Ararat.  (4)  D.  R.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in 
the  family.  (5)  James,  a resident  of  Cory,  Penn., 
is  married  and  has  one  daughter,  Clarissa. 

D.  R.  Pope  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  and  in  1840  came  to  Montrose,  Penn.,  where 
he  served  a three  years’  apprenticeship  in  a woolen 
factory.  He  then  purchased  land  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  some  years  after  his  marriage.  He  next  resided 
in  Susquehanna  for  four  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
. time  purchased  a large  tract  of  woodland  in  Thomp- 
son township,  where  he  now  resides.  He  erected 
thereon  a sawmill  and  has  since  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber.  He  has  cleared  a large 
amount  of  this  land,  nearly  300  acres,  and  has 
since  sold  one  of  the  farms  developed  therefrom, 
with  all  its  buildings.  In  1895  he  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  eleven  buildings  which  were  destroyed 
by  fire  at  one  time.  Upon  his  home  farm  he  built 
a fine  residence  in  1867,  a gristmill  and  two  fine 
barns,  and  has  made  many  other  useful  and  valuable 
improvements,  so  that  he  has  one  of  the  best  farms 
of  the  township. 

In  1844  Mr.  Pope  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Thayer,  of  Gibson,  a daughter  of  Horace  and 
Betsy  (Washburn)  Thayer,  natives  of  Vermont, 
and  prominent  citizens  of  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Of  the  three  children  born  of 
this  union,  two  daughters  are  now  living.  (1)  Ida 
C.,  born  in  Gibson  in  1847,  now  the  wife  of  Oscar 
Smith,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  been  engaged 
in  business  for  twenty-five  years.  They  have  four 
sons:  Albert  T.,  Edwin  O.,  Arthur  P.  and  Clar- 

ence R.  The  second  and  youngest  are  both  grad- 
uates of  the  Wesleyan  University,  of  Connecticut. 
(2)  Marian,  born  in  Gibson,  in  1849,  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Jackson  and  Gibson,  and  married 
Albert  Smith,  of  New  York  State.  They  now  re- 
side in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  and  have  one  son, 
Charles  P.,  who  for  fifteen  vears  has  been  agent 
for  the  American  Express  Company  in  that  city. 

Politically  Mr.  Pope  was  formerly  a Repub- 
lican, but  is  now  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Prohibi- 
tion party.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  supervisor  and 
school  director,  and  has  served  in  other  local  posi- 
tions to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
For  over  fifty  years  he  and,  his  wife  have  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
have  taken  a very  prominent  part  in  Church  work, 
to  which  they  have  also  contributed  liberally  of 
their  means.  Mr.  P.ope  is  to-day  one  of'  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  Thompson  township,  where  as 
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a young  man  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  in 
rather  limited  circumstances,  but  by  strict  atten- 
tion to  business,  careful  management  and  hard  work 
he  has  accumulated  a handsome  fortune,  and  is 
now  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  which  make  life 
worth  the  living.  He  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  as  an  upright,  honest  man,  and  has  a large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  esteem  him 
highly  for  his  sterling  worth. 

GEORGE  FARGO  is  among  the  prominent 
and  worthy  citizens  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  whose  lives  have  been  devoted  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits  and  lumbering,  and  who  is  now  prac- 
tically living  retired,  while  younger  hands  carry  for- 
ward the  work  he  began. 

Mr.  Fargo  is  a native  of  the  county  where  he 
still  makes  his  home,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Bridgewater  township,  August  4,  1822.  His  par- 
ents, Elisha  and  Alice  (Lathrope)  Fargo,  were 
natives  of  Connecticut,  and  in  1800  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  locating  in  Bridgewater, 
now  Dimock  township.  Both  died  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, the  same  county,  the  father  in  1885,  aged 
eighty  years,  the  mother  in  1888,  aged  eighty-one 
years,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in  the  Bun- 
nell burying-ground  of  that  township.  They  were 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  father  was  a Republican  in  pol- 
itics. He  was  a farmer  by  occupation  and  was  hon- 
ored with  several  township  offices  of  trust.  In  his 
family  were  the  following  children  : James  L.,  who 
died  in  1894;  Norris,  who  died  in  1898;  Bishop,  who 
was  killed  by  falling  from  a window  in  1888 ; George, 
our  subject;  Charlotte,  wife  of  Jonathan  Bunnell, 
of  Auburn  township ; Orand,  deceased ; and  Mason, 
a miller  of  Rush  township. 

Until  twenty-two  years  of  age  George  Fargo 
remained  with  his  parents,  assisting  in  the  work  of 
the  home  farm,  and  then  worked  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  for  about  eight  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Rush 
township,  and  erected  thereon  a lathe,  saw  and  feed 
mill,  which  he  operated  in  connection  with  his  farm 
work  until  failing  health  caused  his  retirement  from 
active  labor  in  1888.  He  possesses  considerable 
musical  ability,  especially  as  a violin  player,  and 
from  the  age  of  twenty-four  until  1888,  his  services 
were  in  demand  at  most  of  the  dances  in  his  locality. 
Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters,  and  for  three 
years  he  efficiently  served  as  school  director  in  his 
district. 

On  July  1,  1849,  in  Dimock  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  Mr.  Fargo  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Harriet  Bennett,  and  to  them  were  born 
two  sons,  namely : Iderbert  T.,  who  married  Clara 
Lathrope  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Dimock 
township;  and  William,  who  married  Alma  Sipher 
and  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.  The  wife  and  mother  was  born  in  Au- 
burn township,  Susquehanna  county,  March  27, 


1836,  and  died  May  29,  1885,  being  laid  to  rest  in 
East  Rush  cemetery.  Mr.  Fargo  was  again  mar- 
ried, December  28,  1896,  in  Rush  township,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Miss  Serepta  Bennett,  a sis- 
ter of  his  first  wife,  who  was  born  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, May  21,  1836,  and  is  a most  estimable  lady. 
Her  parents  were  Daniel  F.  and  Eunice  (Crandall) 
Bennett,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  but  be- 
came acquainted  and  were  married  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  They  were  well 
known  and  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  en- 
tire community.  The  father  was  born  March  21, 
1 8 1 1 , and  died  November  5,  1867,  and  the  mother 
was  born  June  18,  1806,  and  died  February  27, 
1898,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  Bunnell  cemetery, 
Auburn  township.  Their  children  were  Selina, 
wife  of  Clark  Cobb,  a retired  farmer  of  Factoryville, 
Penn. ; Harriet,  the  first  wife  of  our  subject;  Eman- 
uel, a huckster  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Serepta,  the 
present  wife  of  our  subject;  Daniel  W.,  who  died  in 
Scranton,  Penn. ; Eunice,  a resident  of  Auburn 
township,  Susquehanna  county;  and  Freeman,  a 
farmer  of  the  same  township.  Mrs.  Fargo’s  pa- 
ternal grandparents,  Ames  and  Wealthy  (Spafford) 
Bennett,  were  also  natives  of  Connecticut  and  at  an 
early  day  became  residents  of  Susquehanna  county, 
where  the  former  engaged  in  farming  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fargo  re- 
ceive and  merit  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know 
them,  and  no  citizens  in  Rush  township  are  more 
honored  or  highly  respected. 

JACOB  ANDREWS  was  formerly  an  active 
and  enterprising  farmer,  and  enjoyed  more  than 
ordinary  success,  but  is  now  retired  from  labor,  and 
is  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  comforts  which  make 
life  worth  the  living.  This  worthy  citizen  of  Chest- 
nut Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  was  born  at 
White  Marsh,  Montgomery  Co.,  Penn.,  July  5, 
1831,  a son  of  James  and  Saloma  (Fenner)  An- 
drews. The  father  was  born  in  this  country  of 
Irish  ancestry,  and  for  many  years  engaged  in  the 
restaurant  business,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  serving  as  janitor  of  the  American  Mechanics 
hall  and  Bethany  church.  He  held  membership 
in  the  Reformed  Church,  and  was  a Republican  in 
politics.  He  died  in  Lancaster,  Penn.,  in  1874,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  was  buried  in  the 
German  Reformed  cemetery  at  that  place.  The 
mother,  who  was  a native  of  Northampton  county, 
Penn.,  died  at  Bethlehem,  in  December,  1831,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Moravian  cemetery  at  that 
place. 

Jacob  Andrews,  the  only  child  born  to  this 
worthy  couple,  was  six  months  old  when  his  moth- 
er died,  and  until  six  years  of  age  he  made  his 
home  with  his  uncle,  Valentine  Raw.  From  that 
time  until  he  was  twenty  he  lived  with  Jacob  Leidy, 
and  then  worked  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Com- 
pany for  four  years,  putting  in  the  first  line  between 
Port  Griffith  and  Hawley,  Penn.  Coming  to  Mon- 
roe county  in  1855,  he  settled  at  Saylorsburg,  where 
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he  worked  as  a laborer  until  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  Rebellion.  On  the  13th  of  October,  1861,  he 
offered  his  services  to  his  country  for  three  years, 
and  was  mustered  in  at  Philadelphia  as  a member 
of  Company  G,  67th  P.  V.  I.,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Aldemose.  Being  discharged  at  camp 
near  Brady  Station,  December  31,  1863,  he  re-en- 
listecl  January  1,  1864,  for  three  years  in  the  same 
company,  which  owing  to  the  death  of  the  former 
captain  was  then  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Peter 
Marsh  and  Lieut.  Madden.  He  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Winchester,  Fisher  Hill,  Cedar  Run  and 
Petersburg,  and  at  one  time  was  captured  by  the 
enemy,  being  incarcerated  in  the  loathsome  south- 
ern prisons  for  thirty-five  days.  At  Saylorsville,  Va., 
April  6,  186^.  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  knee, 
and  after  spending  four  days  in  the  field  hospital 
was  transferred  to  Carver  Hospital,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  but  was 
finallv  discharged  from  White  Hall  Hospital,  July 
18,  186  c;,  and  at  the  time  of  his  discharge  he  held 
the  rank  of  second  lieutenant. 

At  Pittston,  Penn.,  in  1853,  Mr.  Andrews  had 
married  Elizabeth  Fenner,  a daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  Fenner,  who,  as  farming  people,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Monroe  county.  Mrs.  Andrews 
died  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Evangelical  cemetery  in  Ross 
township.  She  left  three  children,  namely:  Ellen, 

now  the  wife  of  Simpson  Featherman,  of  Strouds- 
burg: James,  who  married  Anna  Jackson  and  lives 
in  Philadelphia ; and  Alice,  deceased  wife  of  Henry 
George,  of  Carbon  county,  Penn.  Mr.  Andrews 
was  again  married,  at  Gilberts,  Penn.,  April  5,  1868, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Frable, 
by  whom  he  has  two  sons:  David  S.,  who  married 
Christiana  Mixwell  and  is  engaged  in  school  teach- 
ing at  Gilberts ; and  William  E.,  who  has  taught 
three  terms  and  is  at  home.  Mrs.  Andrews  is  a 
native  of  Eldred  township,  Monroe  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Maria  (Gower)  Frable,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Montgomery  county, 
Penn.,  of  English  extraction,  the  latter  in  Eldred 
townshio,  Monroe  county,  of  German  lineage. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Andrews 
carried  the  mail  between  Saylorsburg  and  Easton, 
Penn.,  for  three  years,  and  then  took  a similar  con- 
tract for  nine  years.  During  the  last  two  years  of 
this  time  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  where  he  remained  for  sev- 
eral years,  *and  later  he  followed  the  same  occupa- 
tion in  Ross  township,  but  on  March  28,  1898,  he 
purchased  his  present  home  m Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship from  the  Elias  Bonser  estate,  and  here  he  is 
now  living  retired.  By  appointment  he  served  as 
school  director  in  Ross  township  for  four  years, 
but  he  has  never  cared  for  official  preferment.  He 
is  a consistent  member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  is 
an  ardent  Republican  in  politics,  and  a worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of  Sciota.  Faithful  to 
his  country  in  her  hour  of  need,  he  has  always 
proved  a good  citizen,  ready  to  support  any  enter- 


prise which  he  believed  was  for  tbe  public  good, 
and  he  is  therefore  justly  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
fellow  men. 

SYLVESTER  H.  JOHNSON,  a well  known 
general  farmer,  and  manager  of  the  “Fern  Hall 
Hotel,"  a popular  summer  resort  of  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  was  born  oh  the  present 
site  of  the  hotel,  Julv  28,  1847,  a son  of  Sylvester  and 
Louisa  (Wood)  Johnson,  the  former  a native  of 
Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Goshen,  New  York. 

At  an  early  dav  the  father  of  our  subject  took 
up  his  residence  in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  he 
was  first  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  and  later 
in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  finally  located  upon  the 
present  farm  of  our  subject,  having  purchased  the 
place  prior  to  coming  to  this  State,  and  here  fol- 
lowed farming  in  connection  with  the  real-estate 
business.  He  died  in  September,  1883,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years,  his  wife  in  September,  1882, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  and  both  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Clifford  cemetery.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  both  were  highly-re- 
spected and  esteemed.  To  them  were  born  eleven 
children,  namely : Mary,  who  died  in  infancy ; 

Anna,  deceased  wife  of  Rensselaer  Wisnar ; Frances 
F.,  deceased  wife  of  Howell  Phinny;  Charles  W.,  a 
retired  coal  merchant  of  Meadville,  Penn. ; Louisa, 
wife  of  D.  C.  Kenyon,  a farmer  of  Felltown,  Penn. ; 
Martha,  who  resides  near  “Fern  Hall’’;  William, 
a resident  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. ; Robert  W., 
the  owner  of  “Fern  Hall,”  and  a prominent  man- 
ufacturer of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. ; Sylvester  H., 
our  subject;  Edward  M.,  a manufacturer  of  patent 
medicine  at  Plainfield,  N.  J. ; and  James  W.,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  plasters  with  his 
brother  at  New  Brunswick,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Johnson  & Johnson. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stephen  Johnson,  were  natives  of  Connecticut, 
and  early  settlers  of  Clifford  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.  The  grandfather  cleared  a por- 
tion of  the  farm  on  which  our  subject  now  resides, 
and  was  quite  extensively  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  maternal  grandparents  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  Goshen,  New  York. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  Sylvester  H.  Johnson  went  to  Pitts- 
ton, Penn.,  where  he  worked  in  a sash  and  blind 
manufactory  for  three  years,  and  then  followed  the 
carpenter’s  trade  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 
For  two  years  he  was  interested  in  the  oil  business 
in  Bradford  county,  and  then  returned  to  the  old 
home  farm,  which  he  has  since  carried  on  with 
marked  success.  While  he  attends  to  the  outside 
work,  his  wife  manages  the  hotel.  This  popular 
resort,  known  as  “Fern  Hall,”  is  located  on  the 
old  Johnson  homestead,  which  at  first  comprised  only 
200  acres,  but  has  since  been  doubled  in  extent.  It 
is  conveniently  located  only  five  miles  from  Carbon- 
dale,  and  there  is  a beautiful  lake  upon  the  place, 
four  and  a half  miles  in  circumference  and  well 
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stocked  with  pickerel,  black  bass,  lake  trout,  etc. 
The  hotel  was  built  for  Robert  W.  Johnson,  in  the 
fall  of  1889,  by  Tiffany  & Robertson,  contractors  of 
Carbondale,  and  five  years  later  an  addition  was 
made,  there  being  now  forty-seven  sleeping  rooms, 
and  ten  other  rooms,  such  as  parlors,  dining  room 
and  kitchen,  besides  two  cottages  for  hired  help. 
Upon  the  place  there  are  also  twenty-two  cottages 
owned  by  city  people. 

On  January  4,  1897,  at  Carbondale,  Mr.  John- 
son married  Miss  Carrie  Fancher,  a native  of  Mont- 
rose, Penn.  Her  father,  Nehemiah  Fancher,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  July  20,  1824,  in 
Bridgewater  township;  Susquehanna  county,  a son 
of  Benjamin  and  Temperance  (Scott)  Fancher, 
who  at  an  early  day  removed  from  the  Mohawk 
Valley,  N.  Y.,  to  Bridgewater  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  Benjamin  Fancher  fol- 
lowed farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  born  April  6,  1778,  and  died  November  13, 
1840,  and  his  wife  died  May  24,  1844.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Richard,  Samuel,  Sarah,  Mary,  Thomas, 
Ann,  Caroline,  Alvira,  David,  Nehemiah  and  Abi- 
gail, all  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Abigail, 
wife  of  William  Barber,  of  Hazleton,  Penn.  The 
grandparents  of  these  children  were  Richard  and 
Sarah  Fancher.  The  family  name  was  originally 
spelled  Fanchon. 

At  White  Haven,  Penn.,  March  16,  1850,  Neme- 
hiah  Fancher  married  Miss  Rachel  Coyle,  who  was 
born  in  Dundaff,  April  28,  1831,  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Elizabeth  (Sutherland)  Coyle,  the  former 
also  a native  of  Dundaff,  Penn.,  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  William  Coyle,  who  followed  farming 
throughout  life,  died  in  April,  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  in  1836,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-five,  their  remains  being  interred  in  a 
private  cemetery  at  Dundaff.  Their  children  were 
Mary,  Mrs.  Eldridge,  deceased ; William,  a resi- 
dent of  Lackawanna  county ; Rachel,  mother  of 
Mrs.  Johnson ; Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Rensselaer 
Ball ; and  Jane,  widow  of  a Mr.  Dunham.  Mrs. 
Fancher’s  paternal  grandparents,  James  and  Mary 
(Buck)  Coyle,  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  early 
settlers  of  Dundaff.  The  children  born  to  Nehe- 
miah and  Rachel  (Coyle)  Fancher  were  Ida,  who 
died  young;  William,  a stone  mason  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ; Carrie,  wife  of  our  subject;  Benjamin,  a 
farmer  of  Dundaff ; George,  who  lives  with  our  sub- 
ject; and  Mamie,  wife  of  Nelson  Bissell,  a merchant 
of  Montrose,  Penn.  The  father  died  at  Montrose, 
August  31,  1892,  and  was  buried  there;  the  mother 
is  still  living,  and  has  made  her  home  in  Dundaff 
since  the  fall  of  1894. 

VICTOR  LOUIS  PETERSEN,  assistant  su- 
perintendent of  the  Hillside  Coal  & Iron  Co.,  at 
Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in 
Copenhagen,  Denmark,  February  18,  1862,  a son 
of  Ernest  and  Nellie  Petersen.  The , father  was 
born  in  1832*,  in  Copenhagen,  and  died  in  1874;  he 
was  a cigar  manufacturer.  The  mother  has  visited 


our  subject  in  this  country  twice,  and  is  still  living 
in  the  old  home  in  her  native  land,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  They  had  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living : Lydia,  now  the  widow  of  Axel  Lindskov, 

who  lives  in  Copenhagen  ; Victor  Louis,  our  subject; 
Ernest,  a tanner,  living  in  Portland,  Ore. ; and 
Anna,  wife  of  Jacob  Larsen,  of  Copenhagen.  The 
father  was  a soldier  in  the  war  between  Germany 
and  Denmark,  in  1864-66.  Our  subject’s  paternal 
grandfather,  Peter  Petersen,  was  a shoemaker  of 
Denmark. 

In  his  native  land  Victor  Louis  Petersen  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  and  when  fourteen  years 
of  age  commenced  to  learn  the  tanner’s  trade,  which 
he  continued  to  follow  there  until  his  emigration 
to  the  New  World  in  1882.  He  spent  one  year  vari- 
ously engaged  working  for  a time  in  the  clay  mines 
at  Perth  Amboy,  N.J.,  and  in  the  fall  of  1883  re- 
moved to  Moosic,  Penn.,  where  he  commenced  work 
in  the  mines,  loading  coal.  His  ability  was  soon 
recognized,  and  he  was  promoted,  being  made 
weigh  master  and  coal  inspector,  and  he  remained  at 
Moosic  some  six  years.  During  that  time  he  was 
married,  at  Moosic,  in  December,  1883,  to  Miss 
Caroline  Hansen,  and  they  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  all  born  at  Moosic,  namely: 
Ernest  L.,  born  August  10,  1885,  a graduate  of 
Forest  City  high  school;  Meta,  born  September  19, 
1887;  Nellie,  born  January  20,  1889;  and  Victor 
O.,  born  January  26,  1891.  Mrs.  Petersen  is  also 
a native  of  Denmark,  born  in  Holding,  September 
9,  1861,  and  in  that  country  her  parents,  Hans  and 
Meta  Mortensen,  who  were  farming  people,  spent 
their  entire  lives,  both  being  now  deceased. 

On  leaving  Moosic  Mr.  Petersen  removed  to 
Green  Ridge,  where  he  was  similarly  engaged  for 
one  and  one-half  years,  and  he  then  entered  the 
general  office  of  the  Hillside  Coal  & Iron  Co.,  at 
Scranton,  where  he  remained  some  four  years,  as 
clerk  and  bookkeeper.  In  December,  1894,  he 
came  to  Frest  City,  where  he  has  since  been  gen- 
eral foreman  and  assistant  superintendent  for  the 
companv,  having  some  1,200  to  1,400  men  under 
his  supervision.  The  flourishing  borough  of  Forest 
City  owes  its  existence  to  the  discovery  of  coal  in 
this  vicinity.  It  was  discovered  in  1871,  in  a cut 
during  the  construction  of  the  Jefferson  branch  of 
the  Erie  railroad,  and  a test  revealed  to  sanguine 
operators  that  coal  existed  in  paying  quantities, 
which  led  to  the  purchase  of  large  tracts  of  land 
here  by  the  Hillside  Coal  & Iron  Co.  In  1874  Z. 
Ivreger  & Bros,  opened  a mine  for  the  company, 
striking  a paying  vein  of  coal  within  seventy  feet ; 
a breaker  was  put  up  the  same  year,  formed  of 
hewed  timbers  and  operated  by  mule  power.  The 
first  shipment  of  coal  took  place  in  1875.  The 
mine  was  operated  until  it  was  burned  in  1885. 
The  following  year  the  foundation  for  a new  breaker 
was  laid  thirty  rods  north  of  the  old  one.  In  1884 
a new  shaft  was  put  in  operation  lower  down  the 
valley,  which  was  operated  by  steam.  The  coal 
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found  there  was  a very  fine  anthracite,  which  con- 
firmed the  hopes  of  those  interested  that  mining  here 
would  become  a permanent  business.  In  the  fall 
of  1884  mining  was  commenced  at  a depth  of  nearly 
100  feet.  The  breaker  was  enlarged  and  doubled 
its  former  capacity,  the  vein  being  nearly  seven 
feet.  In  March,  1887,  over  11,000  tons  were  mined. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  three  great  mines  at 
work  in  Forest  City,  viz. : Shaft  No.  2,  the  Clif- 

ford shaft,  and  the  Slope.  The  magnitude  of  these 
three  mines  is  not  easily  comprehended  even  by  a 
trip  through  them.  One  should  pass  into  the  hoist- 
ing engine  house  of  Shaft  No.  2,  with  its  immense 
steam  plant  and  complete  outfit ; thence  to  the  car 
shop ; the  machine  shop,  the  electric  power  house 
with  its  550  horse-power — two  200  H.  P.  Ball  & 
Wood  engines  direct  connected  to  150  K.  W.  Gen- 
eral Electric  Co.  generators  and  one  1.50  H.  P. 
Armington  & Sims  engines  belt  connected  to  62  Iv. 
W.  General  Electric  Co.  generators,  which  will  this 
summer  be  increased  by  an  additional  400  H.  P. 
engine  and  generator;  the  boilers  of  1,800  horse- 
power, and  the  huge  fan,  that  ventilates  the  mines; 
then  pass  down  the  shaft  160  feet;  behold  the  per- 
fect electric  railway  system  and  its  twenty  miles  of 
track  running  through  all  the  various  openings  of 
the  mines  to  carry  out  the  coal ; see  the  electric 
pumps  for  carrying  out  the  water ; even  a stable  and 
blacksmith  shop  have  not  been  omitted.  The  thing 
is  so  complete,  the  sanitary  condition  is  so  fine,  the 
vast  amount  of  capital  invested  so  enormous,  one 
wonders  at  it.  Certainly  the  modern  improvements 
have  benefited  the  miner,  making  sanitary  condi- 
tions in  most  cases  perfect,  and  mining  an  easy  and 
desirable  occupation.  If  modern  facilities  have  les- 
sened the  necessity  for  the_number  of  miners  to  be 
employed,  it  has  done  for  miners  what  modern 
machinery  and  invention  has  done  for  all  classes 
of  labor.  The  sensational  press  that  makes  political 
stock  out  of  the  miner,  acts  upon  a presumption  not 
founded  in  fact.  The  question  of  distress  in  min- 
ing districts,  comes  not  from  reduced  rates  in  min- 
ing coal,  but  from  the  simple  fact  that  there  are 
more  people  seeking  employment  in  the  mines  than 
are  required  to  mine  the  coal. 

The  magnitude  of  the  mining  business  can 
hardly  be  conceived.  At  Forest  City,  Shaft  No.  2 
has  twenty  miles  of  electric  railroad  track  in  the 
mines,  the  Slope  has  about  fifteen  miles  of  steam 
and  electric  railroad  track ; and  the  Clifford  shaft 
has  fifteen  miles  of  cable  and  other  track  at  about 
300  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  These 
three  mines  are  connected  with  each  other,  and  two 
large  coal  breakers  by  steam  railroad  on  the  surface 
of  the  ground.  The  whole  thing  with  its  great 
capacity  of  three-quarters  of  a million  tons  per 
year,  and  technical  detail  is  stupendous,  and  is 
run  with  military  precision.  It  is  one  of  the  best 
equipped  and  best  conducted  mines  in  the  country. 
This  whole  system  'is  under  the  local  superintend- 
encv  of  V.  L.  Petersen,  who  became  local  superin- 
tendent in  December,  1894.  He  has  spent  years’ in 


the  coal  fields,  and  his  ability  and  genius  are  uni- 
versally recognized.  He  is  small  in  stature  and 
unassuming  in  manner,  but  for  generalship  in  han- 
dling men,  and  gift  of  genius  for  mastering  the 
technical  detail  of  things,  and  at  the  same  time  large 
powers  of  organization  and  control,  he  has  but  few 
equals.  He  is  known  for  his  integrity  and  worth 
by  most  of  the  large  operators  in  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Petersen  is  a Republican  in  politics  but 
no  office-seeker.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge  at  Taylor,  Penn.,  and  he  and  his 
family  are  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  is  at  present  serving  as  elder. 
He  is  in  ..every  way  a self-made  man,  coming  to 
America  a poor  boy  and  rising  to  his  present  cir- 
cumstances through  his  own  efforts. 

REV.  JAMES  POPE.  Only  the  history  of  the 
great  and  good  comes  down  to  us  through  the  ages. 
True  religion  has  been  the  strongest  influence  known 
to  man  through  all  time,  while  the  many  false  doc- 
trines that  have  sprung  up  have  flourished  only  for 
a day  and  then  vanished.  More  potent  at  the  pres- 
ent time  than  at  any  period  in  the  world’s  history 
are  the  work  and  influence  of  Christianity,  and 
among  those  who  are  devoting  their  lives  to  its  in- 
culcation among  men  is  Mr.  Pope,  the  honored  pas- 
tor of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Wayne  county.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  ministers 
of  that  denomination  in  northeastern  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  life  is  a source  of  inspiration  and  encour- 
agement to  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Pope  was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  in 
November,  1844,  a son  of  William  and  Catherine 
(Trvthall)  Pope.  The  father  was  a machinist  by 
trade,  and  was  engaged  in  putting  up  engines  in 
different  parts  of  England.  He  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Cornwall,  and  died  in  1890,  in 
Leicester,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  leaving 
a wife  and  two  sons,  one  of  whom  still  resides  in 
England.  There  were  six  children  in  the  family, 
the  younger  being  Charles,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  trade  in  his  native  land ; he  married 
a lady  from  Leicester,  England,  but  has  no  children. 
With  him  resides  his  mother. 

The  public  schools  of  his  native  place  afforded 
our  subject  his  early  educational  advantages.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  commenced  learning  the  ma- 
chinist's trade  under  his  father,  who  was  a skilled 
workman.  Fie  entered  the  theological  department 
of  college  studies,  and  during  the  three  years  he 
attended  to  his  theology  and  learning  preached  on 
the  Sabbath  in  different  Churches.  For  ten  years 
he  was  pastor  in  charge  of  Churches  at  Leek,  Staf- 
fordshire, Coventry  (two  years),  Derby  (two 
years),  and  Leicester.  On  leaving  the  last  named 
place  he  came  to  the  Lhiited  States,  in  May,  1878, 
and  his  first  charge  in  this  country  was  in  Passaic 
county,  N.  J.,  where  he  remained  four  years.  Com- 
ing to  Wayne  county,  Penn.',  he  preached  the  gos- 
pel at  Sherman  for  six  years,  and  then  accepted  a 
call  from  the  Church  at  Hawley,  where  he  remained 
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two  years,  being  subsequently  located  at  Preston 
until  coming  to  Pleasant  Mount,  in  1893.  He  is 
a zealous,  active  and  efficient  worker  for  the  Church, 
and  is  held  in  high  esteem,  not  only  by  the  people 
of  his  own  congregation,  but  by  all  who  know  him. 

Before  leaving  England,  Mr.  Pope  was  married, 
in  1S63,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Bawden,  a daughter  of 
Capt.  and  Mary  Bawden,  representatives  of  old  and 
prominent  families  of  the  western  part  of  England. 
Her  father  was  a wealthy  manufacturer  of  arsenic, 
and  had  several  vessels  plying  between  Liverpool 
and  Hayle,  Cornwall.  Mrs.  Pope  was  the  eldest 
in  his  family  of  sixteen  children,  and  with  one  ex- 
ception was  the  only  one  to  come  to  America.  Her 
brother  John  came  to  this  country,  and  was  killed 
in  the  copper  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  leaving  a 
wife  and  two  children,  who  still  live  in  England. 
While  living  in  Sherman,  Penn.,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pope  adopted  Helen  Adams,  a daughter  of  Duane 
Adams,  one  of  the  pioneer  lumbermen. on  the  Del- 
aware river.  She  now  bears  the  name  of  Ella  Pope, 
and  is  a very  bright  young  lady,  now  being  edu- 
cated at  the  Pleasant  Mount  Academy.  She  is  a 
fine  musician,  and  possesses  exceptional  ability  as 
a painter.  In  politics  Mr.  Pope  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  in  his  social  relations  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow. 

JOHN  H.  HORTMAN,  a prominent  farmer 
of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  less 
than  a year  old  when  his  father.  John  Hortman,  died 
in  the  service  of  the  army.  Early  in  life  he  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  though  yet  a 
comparatively  young  man,  he  has  become  one  of  the 
substantial  and  progressive  men  of  -Lenox  town- 
ship. 

His  grandfather,  Enoch  Hortman,  was  born  in 
Abington,  Penn.,  and  there  followed  farming,  liv- 
ing to  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  He  had  a fam- 
ily of  eight  children,  and  of  these,  John,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Lackawanna  county,  and 
there  married  Jane  Armstrong,  a native  of  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.  Some  years  later  he  bought  a farm 
of  one  hundred  acres,  nearly  all  improved,  where  he 
farmed  until  he  entered  the  United  States  army. 
He  died  of  disease  while  yet  in  service  in  July,  1865, 
leaving  a wife  and  four  children : Christopher,  a 

farmer  and  real  estate  dealer  of  De  Smet,  S.  Dak. ; 
Herman,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years ; Enoch, 
who  died  aged  twenty  years ; and  John  H.,  our  sub- 
ject. The  mother  afterward  married  George  Palmer, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years. 

John  H.  Hortman  was  born  in  Springville 
township,  August  27,  1864,  and  he  was  but  six  years 
of  age  when  his  mother  died.  From  that  time  until 
he  was  nine  years  old  he  lived  with  his  brother, 
Christopher,  and  then  made  his  home  with  his 
guardian,  M.  K.  Williams,  until  he  reached  his  six- 
teenth year.  He  received  a fair  education,  and  for 
two  years  drove  stage  between  Hopbottom  and 
South  Gibson.  After  he  quit  this  business  he  spent 
thirteen  months  in  northwestern  Iowa,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming,  and  then  returned  to  Susque- 


hanna county.  He  first  purchased  a farm  in  La- 
throp  township  which  he  sold  and  then  bought  his 
present  well  improved  farm  of  sixty-five  acres  in 
Lenox  township,  where  he  engaged  in  general  and 
dairy  farming,  and  also  does  a prosperous  huckster- 
ing business  in  Scranton. 

On  December  24,  1888,  Mr.  Hortman  was  mar- 
ried in  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
Myrtie  A.  Taylor,  who  was  born  April  13,  1870, 
daughter  of  James  Taylor,  of  that  township.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely : 
Verriie  M.,  born  February  10,  1890;  Bertha  E.,  born 
March  23,  1892;  and  Lucy  A.,  born  March  6,  1894. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hortman  are  members  of  the 
Grange.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  he  has  served  as  school  director.  He  is 
an  industrious  and  intelligent  farmer  and  one  of 
the  township’s  most  valued  citizens. 

GEORGE  V.  LARRABEE  is  a representative 
of  a family  which  have  been  closely  identified  with 
the  annals  of  Susquehanna  county  for  the  past  sev- 
enty years,  and  the  various  members  have  aided  well 
in  the  establishment  and  progress  of  what  is  now  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  communities  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  record  of  their  deeds,  as  chronicled  in 
the  following  brief  history,  will  be  read  with  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  Larrabee’s  great-grandparents  were  Ste- 
phen and  Polly  (Nims)  Larrabee,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Montague,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  and  a farm- 
er by  occupation.  Subsequent  to  his  marriage  he 
moved  to  Dummerston,  Vt.,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven.  His  son,  Yaranous  Larra- 
bee (the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch), 
was  also  born  in  Massachusetts,  in  1788.  He  was 
known  as  “Colonel”  Larrabee.  He  also  moved  to 
Vermont,  where  in  1808  he  married  Lucy  Bennett, 
and  they  had  eight  children,  all  born  in  Vermont. 
In  1831  Varanous  Larrabee  and  his  family  removed 
to  Jackson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  which  town- 
ship he  died,  in  1864,  aged  seventv-six  years.  His 
wife  died  in  the  township  in  1874,  aged  eighty-three 
years.  Their  children  were : ( 1 ) Yaranus  Larrabee 
( 1809-63)  went  to  the  State  of  Texas  when  a young 
man,  married  and  resided  there  until  his  death,  in 
1863.  He  never  came  to  Pennsylvania.  He  had 
a large  family,  and  three  of  his  sons  served  in  the 
Confederate  army  during  the  Rebellion,  one  being 
killed  at  Port  Hudson,  and  another  dying  in  the 
hospital  in  New  Orleans,  while  a prisoner  of  war. 
(2)  Lorenzo  D.  Larrabee  (1810-93),  the  second 
child,  married  Nancy  P.  Tenney,  a native  of  Ver- 
mont, who  died  in  Jackson,  in  1864.  In  1835  he 
removed  from  Vermont  to  North  Jackson,  first  liv- 
ing in  a log  house  upon  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Edward  Stack.  Afterward  he  engaged  in  the  tan- 
ning business  near  Jackson,  and  resided  for  a time 
in  Harford  township.  He  died  in  North  Jackson, 
in  1893.  aged  eighty-three  years.-  His  children  were 
Willard,  a farmer  of  Jackson,  who  died  in  1864.  aged 
thirty-two  years ; Melvin,  a farmer  now  living  in 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1357 


Jackson,  born  in  1834  (he  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  has  never  recovered  from  a severe  wound 
received  in  Virginia  in  1865)  ; Marshall  P.,  born  in 
1837,  who  became  a well  known  engineer  in  Ohio, 
and  died  "in  Dayton,. that  State,  in  1886  (he  also  was 
a soldier,  serving  in  the  Western  army)  ; Monroe  J. 
(of  whom  a more  extended  sketch  is  appended), 
born  in  1838;  Lieut.  Truman  G.,  born  in  1841,  who 
was  a well  known  educator  of  Lancaster  county, 
Penn.,  became  a member  of  Company  D,  50th  P. 
V.  I.,  was  discharged,  re-enlisted,  was  captured  at 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  was  confined  in 
Andersonville,  Ga.,  and  afterward  in  Florence,  S. 
C.,  where  he  died  in  1864  (he  was  commissioned 
a lieutenant,  but  had  not  received  his  papers  when 
captured)  ; Lucy  L.,  born  in  Jackson,  in  1843,  who 
now  resides  in  South  Weymouth,  Mass.,  and  Maria 
L.,  who  died  in  Jackson,  in  1865,  aged  eighteen 
years.  Four  members  of  this  family  distinguished 
themselves  as  soldiers  in  the  Rebellion,  and  three 
died  in  one  year — 1864.  (3)  Emery  B.  Larrabee, 

born  in  1811,  came  to  Jackson  with  his  father  in  the 
spring  of  1831.  Fie  married  Laura  Wheaton,  and 
settled  upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  E.  R.  Barrett. 
They  had  a family  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
grew  to  manhood,  and  five  of  them  and  the  father 
served  in  the  Union  army,  and  all  came  home  alive, 
a remarkable  fact  of  local  history.  The  eldest  son, 
Alfred,  is  a finely  educated  man,  living  in  Union- 
dale,  Penn. ; he  was  superintendent  of  schools  in 
Susquehanna  county  in  1868.  William  H.  is  a 
prominent  business  man  in  Susquehanna,  having 
begun  as  a dealer  in  meats  in  1863,  and  still  continu- 
ing that  business  with  his  son,  Eegrand  (upon  his 
North  Jackson  farm  he  erected,  at  a cost  of  nearly 
$12,000,  one  of  the  finest  residences  to  be  found  in 
northeastern  Pennsylvania,  which,  in  July,  1894,  was 
destroyed  by  fire).  Oscar  G.,  Windsor  W.  and 
John  W.,  the  other  living  members  of  Emery  Lar- 
rabee's  family,  now  reside  in  Susquehanna.  Oscar 
was  a member  of  the  famous  Rickets  Battery  of 
Pennsylvania,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  twice 
a prisoner,  captured  at  Bull  Run  and  Gettysburg. 
The  younger  son,  Winfield  S.,  died  in  1888.  The 
father  died  in  Susquehanna  in  1899,  aged  eighty- 
seven.  His  five  sons  and  nephew,  Melvin,  all  sol- 
diers with  the  aged  veteran,  bore  his  remains  to 
their  final  resting  place  in  North  Jackson  cemetery. 
(4)  Charlotte  Larrabee  (1813-89)  married  for  her 
first  husband  Calvin  Dix,  and  afterward  married 
Major  Asa  Hammond,  of  New  Milford.  She  had 
four  children,  but  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  Bur- 
ton W.  Dix,  of  Carbondale,  Penn.  Mrs.  Hammond 
died  in  North  Jackson  in  January,  1889,  aged  sev- 
enty-six years.  (5)  Roxanna  Larrabee  (1819 — ) 
married  Sabin  Barrett,  of  Jackson,  and  had  four 
daughters,  who  grew  to  womanhood.  Every  mem- 
ber of  the  family  is  now  deceased  but  the  husband 
and  father.  (8)  Permelia  Larrabee  (1825-49), 
the  youngest  child,  married  Jasper  Savory,  of  Lake 
View,  and  died  in  1849,  aged  twenty-four  years. 

(7)  Benjamin  H.  Larrabee,  the  youngest  son 


of  \ eranous  and  Lucy  Larrabee,  was  born  in  1823. 
He  settled  in  West  Jackson,  and  married  Maranda 
Hall,  who  was  born  in  1819,  second  daughter  of 
Deacon  Martin  Hall.  In  1870  the  family  removed 
to  Lester,  N.  Y.,  where  they  now  reside.  The  chil- 
dren are  Hadley  B.,  Devillo  E.  (born  in  1853)  and 
Nettie  E.  (born  in  1858),  all  of  whom  are  living. 
Perhaps  the  most  prominent  living  member  of  the 
Larrabee  family  to-day  is  Fladley  B.  Larrabee,  A. 
M.,  born  in  North  Jackson  August  18,  1849.  He 
graduated  from  Hillsdale  (Mich.)  College,  class 
of  ’75 ; served  as  principal  of  Pleasant  Mount  Acad- 
emy, 1875-78 ; superintendent  of  public  schools  of 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  1878-84;  was  candidate  of 
the  Republican  party  of  Wayne  county  for  State 
Senator,  1882;  alternate  delegate  to  the  national 
Republican  convention  at  Chicago,  1884;  city  su- 
perintendent of  public  schools,  Creston,  Iowa,  1884- 
95 ; city  superintendent  of  public  schools  Rapid 
City,  S.  Dale.,  from  1895,  which  position  he  now 
retains.  In  1875  Prof.  Larrabee  married  Ella 
Rood,  of  Lenoxville,  Penn.,  who  died  in  Creston, 
Iowa,  in  1893,  of  pneumonia.  In  1895  he  married 
Myrtle  Bostetter,  of  Lincoln,  Neb.  His  children 
are  Wayne  B.,  born  in  1877;  Ben  R.,  born  in  1883; 
Willie  M.,  born  in  1887;  and  Nettie  M.,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Wayne  B.  Larrabee  enlisted  in  Company  M, 
First  Regiment  South  Dakota  Volunteers,  May  7, 
1898,  served  as  adjutant’s  clerk  in  the  brigade  and 
division  headquarters,  and  was  chief  clerk  for  Gen. 
McArthur  when  hostilities  began  at  Manila,  Feb. 
4,  1899.  He  immediately  joined  his  company,  and 
participated  in  all  the  battles  and  charges  in  which 
his  regiment  was  engaged.  In  the  charge  at 
Marilao,  he  was  one  of  eight  who  first  swam  the 
river  and  reached  the  trenches ; was  promoted  to 
corporal  by  order  of  Col.  Frost,  for  gallantry  in 
action;  was  offered  the  position  of  major,  but  was 
taken  sick  and  removed  to  the  hospital  just  after 
the  fighting  was  over,  and  could  not  accept  the  ap- 
pointment. He  was  an  author  of  acknowledged 
ability,  many  articles  from  his  pen  finding  a place 
in  city  dailies.  Several  magazine  articles  from  his 
pen  have  been  published.  A song,  “The  Fighting 
Suit  of  Brown,”  composed  by  him  just  after  the 
fight  at  Malolos,  has  been  set  to  music,  and  is  hav- 
ing a great  sale.  Returning  with  his  regiment  to 
San  Francisco  in  September,  he  contracted  small- 
pox, and  died  October  7,  1899,  in  Presido  Fort  at 
that  city.  His  remains  were  interred  at  sunset  on 
the  day  of  his  death,  outside  that  fortress. 

(6)  Aden  Bennett  Larrabee,  the  father  of 
George  V.  Larrabee  (whose  name  heads  this 
sketch),  was  born  in  Dummerston,  Vt.,  August  9, 
1817.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Jackson  in 
1831,  the  family  settling  upon  the  farm  now  form- 
ing a portion  of  the  farms  of  Frank  Whitney  and 
O.  E.  Barrett,  near  Lake  View.  Mr.  Larrabee 
spent  six  years  in  Jackson,  Gibson  and  Lanesboro, 
working  as  a farm  hand  for  Obed  Nye,  Milton 
Tingley,  Henry  Chandler  and  Jesse  Lane,  and  re- 
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turned  to  his  native  State  in  1837.  He  worked  for 
Martin  Gates  that  and  the  following  year,  and  was 
employed  one  winter  in  the  Collinsville  axe  fac- 
tory. Returning  to  Pennsylvania,  he  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  William  H.  Harrison  in  1840, 
and  has  voted  at  every  Presidential  election  since, 
a period  of  sixty  years.  In  1841  he  married  Har- 
riet E.  Dougherty,  eldest  daughter  of  W illiam  and 
Sally  Dougherty,  of  Gibson,  Penn.,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  in  1799’  anc^ 
died  in  Jackson,  in  i860,  aged  sixty-one  years. 
Harriet  E.,  Mrs.  Larrabee,  was  the  eldest  of  four 
sisters,  and  was  born  in  Salem,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
June  10,  1820,  and  died  in  North  Jackson,  May  24, 
1894,  aged  seventy-four  years.  Two  of  the  sisters 
survive,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Benson,  of  Jackson,  and  Mrs. 
N.  P.  Conyne,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  After  his 
marriage  Aden  B.  Larrabee  worked  for  Leonard 
Corse,  of  New  Milford,  and  in  1847  moved  to  Har- 
mony township,  where  he  worked  several  years  at 
Comfort’s  Pond,  for  James  Comfort.  In  1862  he 
was  made  a captain  of  State  troops  by  Gov.  Curtin 
and  held  his  commission  throughout  the  Civil  war, 
serving  under  Gen.  Couch,  near  Harrisburg,  in  the 
Gettysburg  campaign  in  1863. 

George  V.  Larrabee  was  born  February  7,  1850, 
in  Harmony  township,  and  passed  his  early  years  in 
Jackson,  the  family  moving  thence  in  April,  1861, 
to  North  Jackson,"  where  the  father  purchased  a 
farm.  Our  subject  entered  the  Susquehanna  Acad- 
emy in  1862,  and  remained  a student  for  two  years 
under  the  teaching  of  Prof.  E.  W.  Rodger.  He 
afterward  attended  school  under  Prof.  O.  E.  French 
and  Rev.  R.  G.  Lamb,  both  well  known  educators 
of  Susquehanna  county.  Rev.  Mr.  Lamb  is  now 
deceased,  and  Prof.  French  is  superintendent  of  the 
city  schools  of  Creston,  Iowa.  In  1866  our  subject’s 
father  purchased  the  Slater  farm,  in  North  jack- 
son,  and  George  became  a farm  hand,  assisting  in 
tilling,  cultivating  and  clearing  up  this  old  aban- 
doned place.  He  taught  school  winters  up  to  1872, 
on  October  12  of  which  year  he  married  Viola 
Eliza  French,  born  in  North  Jackson,  December  13, 
1853,  youngest  daughter  of  Charles  and  Eliza 
French.  The  Frenches  were  neighboring  farm- 
ers and  well-to-do  people.  Mrs.  Larrabee’s  mother 
died  on  the  old  homestead  January  18,  1870,  aged 
fifty-seven  years,  and  her  father  died  on  the  same 
farm  February  19,  1899,  aged  eighty-nine  years. 
Mr.  Larrabee  followed  farming  on  his  father’s  farm 
until  his  mother’s  death,  in  1894,  and  then  removed 
to  his  father’s  place  in  North  Jackson,  to  care  for 
him,  residing  there  at  present.  Aden  B.  Larrabee 
has  now  reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two 
years,  and  is  hale  and  hearty  for  one  so  far  ad- 
vanced in  life. 

Mr.  Larrabee  first  began  journalism  in  1882, 
writing  a political  article  in  the  interest  of  Hon.  C. 
C.  Jadwin,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  for  renomina- 
tion for  Congress.  This  was  first  published  in  the 
Wayne  Independent,  of  Honesdale,  and  afterward 
copied  in  the  leading  newspapers  of  the  Congres- 


sional district.  Emboldened  by  the  favorable  im- 
pression created  by  this  his  first  essay  in  writing 
for  publication,  he  occasionally  furnished  news  items 
and  articles  for  the  county  press  up  to  1893,  when 
he  was  retained  on  the  Susquehanna  Daily  Tran- 
script-Ledger to  furnish  a weekly  budget  of  Jack- 
son  news  items,  and  paragraphs,  and  this  employ- 
ment he  still  follows.  In  1894  he  made  a similar 
contract  with  the  Advertiser,  of  New  Milford,  and 
in  1895  with  the  Montrose  Republican,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  retains.  In  1897  he  was  retained  by 
Messrs.  Resseguie  & Birchard  as  general  agent  for 
the  Transcript  and  Ledger,  and  in  January,  1900, 
was  retained  for  the  same  place  by  their  successors, 
Birchard  & Titsworth.  Mr.  Larrabee  has  two 
daughters:  The  eldest,  Allie  M.,  born  March  11, 
1875,  married  Judson  J.  Savory,  of  Lake  View, 
March  13,  1895,  and  has  two  children— Marie  V., 
born  December  13,  1896,  and  Louise  S.,  born  Au- 
gust 1 2,  1898.  The  youngest  daughter,  Ida  S.  Lar- 
rabee, was  born  Aprd  12,  1881,  graduated  from  the 
Lanesboro  High  School  May  22,  1899,  and  is  now 
engaged  as  a teacher  in  the  township  public  schools ; 
she  is  unmarried. 

Perhaps  the  member  in  the  Larrabee  family  in 
whom  they  all  take  most  pride,  and  one  whose  mem- 
ory is  ever  held  in  sacred  remembrance,  is  Hon. 
Monroe  J.  Larrabee,  fourth  son  of  Lorenzo  D.  Lar- 
rabee, born  in  Jackson,  August  4,  1838:  he  died 
in  Susquehanna,  October  26,  1888,  aged  fifty  years. 
His  boyhood  was  spent  in  poverty  and  much  of  that 
period  was  uneventful.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  only  in  the  winter  season,  and  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm  during  the  summer  months. 
Afterward  he  attended  the  high  school  in  Montrose 
and  also  Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston,  Penn., 
graduating  from  this  well  known  institution  with 
honors.  Mr.  Larrabee  taught  a term  of  school  in 
Thompson  and  spent  a year  in  western  New  York 
and  Canada.  One  year  he  spent  in  Boston  as  a clerk 
for  his  uncle,  Marchall  Teney,  but  these  pursuits 
not  proving  congenial  to  his  studious  nature,  he 
in  1861  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  law, 
entering  the  office  of  Hon.  William  J.  Turrell,  a 
prominent  attorney  of  Montrose,  as  a student  of 
Blackstone.  However,  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
burst  upon  the  country  a few  months  after  he  was 
enrolled  as  a student.  Laying  aside  his  books,  he, 
with  his  three  brothers,  became  at  once  citizen  sol- 
diers of  the  Republic,  and  through  all  the  four  years 
he  remained  in  the  field,  first  in  a Pennsylvania 
regiment,  and  later  in  a New  York  command.  His 
service  was  one  of  distinction,  and  in  1865,  when 
the  war  was  over,  he  returned  home  and  resumed 
his  law  studies  with  Mr.  Turrell,  being  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  Susquehanna  county  courts  in  1868. 
Opening  an  office  in  Susquehanna  for  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  he  soon  gained  the  reputation  of 
an  able  lawyer  and  reliable  counselor,  and  what  was 
of  far  more  worth  to  him  and  his  many  friends, 
maintained  an  honest  name  and  an  upright  char- 
acter not  only  in  professional  but  in  social  and 
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moral  life  as  well.  Entering  political  life,  he  was, 
in  1876,  nominated  and  elected  representative  to 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Legislature,  serving  in  the 
sessions  of  1877-78.  In  1882  he  was  the  Repub- 
livan  candidate  for  State  Senator  from  his  home 
county  of  Susquehanna  and  the  neighboring  county 
of  Wayne,  comprising  the  26th  district,  but  was 
not  successful  in  the  election. 

Mr.  Larrabee  was  named  bv  Susquehanna 
county  in  1884  for  Congress  from  the  15th  Penn- 
sylvania district,  but  his  name  was  rejected  in  the 
conference  which  followed.  He  was  a prominent 
candidate  for  judge  in  his  judicial  district,  and 
had  he  lived  would  have  received  the  nomination 
in  1890.  In  politics  Mr.  Larrabee  was  always  a 
Republican,  and  an  active  and  zealous  one.  Always 
on  the  alert  to  achieve  party  success,  he  considered 
no  work  too  arduous  or  trial  too  great  to  perform, 
and  when  his  health  was  sadly  impaired,  and  his 
once  rugged  constitution  undermined  by  disease, 
he  hastened  to  the  call  of  duty,  and  in  the  closing 
days  of  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1888  ad- 
dressed a large  meeting  in  his  native  town  of  Jack- 
son.  Returning  home  he  was  stricken  down  by  a 
cold' contracted  on  this  night’s  journey,  and  in  three 
days’  time  his  life  was  ended.  His  was  a most 
impressive  funeral,  and  is  remembered  to  this  day 
by  the  many  in  attendance.  Reposing  in  the  beau- 
tiful cemetery  at  North  Jackson,  beside  his  loved 
ones,  he  awaits  that  day  that  will  summon  him 
from  sleep  to  join  his  brother  heroes  on  the  plains 
of  immortal  glory.  His  widow,  Kate  (Dennison) 
Larrabee,  whom  he  married  in  Montrose  in  1882, 
now  resides  in  Bloomsburg,  Penn.,  where  her  two 
daughters — Louise,  born  March  2,  1884,  and  Bes- 
sie, born  July  3,  1886,  are  attending  the  State  Nor- 
mal School. 

S.  D.  BARNES  is  prominent  among  the  en- 
ergetic, enterprising  and  successful  business  men 
of  Thompson  borough.  Industry,  integrity  and 
perseverance  have  been  important  factors  in  his  suc- 
cess, and  his  connection  with  various  business  en- 
terprises has  been  of  decided  advantage  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  promoting  its  material  welfare 
in  no  uncertain  manner. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  born  in  Herrick  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  in  November,  1851,  and  is  de- 
scended from  good  old  Revolutionary  stock.  His 
grandparents,  Ezekiel  and  Betsy  Barnes,  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut  and  early  settlers  of  Gibson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  the  former 
cleared  and  improved  a farm,  and  there  they  both 
died.  In  their  family  were  six  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, namely : George  W.  J.,  who  died  in  Herrick 
township;  E.  R.,  father  of  our  subject;  Jefferson, 
who  lived  and  died  in  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna 
county ; Ira,  a resident  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn. ; 
Alonzo,  of  North  Attleboro,  Mass. ; Stephen,  a 
farmer  of  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Lorania  Lollett ; Julia  Colwell;  Fannie  Williams; 
Mary,  who  died  unmarried ; and  Amanda  Bowdish. 


E.  R.  Barnes  was  born  in  Gibson  township, 
March  22,  1821,  and  during  his  boyhood  and 
youth  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  dur- 
ing the  summer  season,  and  attended  the  winter 
schools.  When  a young  man  he  purchased  a farm 
in  Herrick  township,  which  has  been  greatly  im- 
proved by  him  and  is  still  his  home.  He  has  taken 
a very  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  affairs, 
and  has  held  a number  of  offices  in  his  township. 
In  religious  faith  both  he  and  his  wife  are  Uni- 
versalists.  In  early  manhood  he  married  Miss  Al- 
meda  Belcher,  who  was  born  August  10,  1821,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  S.  Belcher,  prominent 
citizens  of  Susquehanna  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barnes  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  a few  years 
ago,  and  in  their  declining  years  they  are  surrounded 
by  a host  of  friends  who  honor  and  respect  them 
for  their  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of 
character.  To  them  were  born  eight  children, 
namely : ( 1 ) Elvene,  born  in  Herrick  township, 

May  12,  1845,  was  educated  in  the  higher  schools 
of  Gibson  and  other  select  schools,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  J.  D.  Legg,  a real  estate  dealer  of  Long 
Eddy,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  have  one  son, 
Arthur,  who  is  now  connected  with  the  Bingham- 
ton Herald , of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (2)  Dr.  F.  M. 
Barnes,  born  July  7,  1848,  was  educated  at  New 
Milford,  Penn.,  and  after  his  graduation  took  up 
the  dentist’s  profession,  which  he  has  followed  for 
a number  of  years.  For  his  first  wife  he  married 
Mary  McBriar,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  he 
had  three  sons : Howard,  a druggist  of  New  York  ; 
Frank,  a student  at  Franklin  College;  and  William, 
a dentist  of  New  York.  His  second  wife  was 
Frances  Hendrick,  of  Middletown,  N.  Y.  (3)  S.  D. 
is  the  next  of  the  family.  (4)  B.  H.,  born  July 
14,  1853,  was  well  educated  and  successfully  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  Susquehanna  and  Luzerne 
counties  for  a number  of  years.  He  married  a lady 
of  Des  Moines,  Iowra,  and  is  now  a prominent 
newspaper  man  of  that  city.  (5)  William  A.,  born 
March  15,  1856,  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  (6) 
A.  D.,  born  October  6,  1858,  is  a merchant  of  Her- 
rick Center,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a leading 
business  man  of  that  section.  He  wedded  Mary 
Mills,  of  Susquehanna.  (7)  Ida,  born  June  7, 
1861,  attended  the  graded  schools,  and  for  some 
years  was  a successful  teacher  of  Wayne  and  Sus- 
quehanna counties.  She  is  a refined  and  popular 
lady  residing  with  her  parents.  (8)  Clara,  born 
January  17,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Milton  Kellam,  a 
tea  and  coffee  merchant  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  three  children : Helen,  Reid  and  Eloise. 

Reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  S.  D.  Barnes  ob- 
tained his  primary  education  in  the  home  schools, 
and  later  he  attended  the  Harford  graded  schools 
and  took  a classical  course  at  the  State  Normal  at 
Geneseo,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1878.  He  then  took  up  the  work  of  teaching  in 
Damascus,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  through  his  in- 
fluence the  Delaware  Valley  Academy  was  built  at 
that  place.  Subsequently  he  was  superintendent  of 
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the  Hawley  schools  for  three  years.  While  princi- 
pal of  the  Hawley  schools  he  was  appointed  by  the 
executive  educational  board  of  the  State  as  one  of 
the  State  Institute  instructors.  This  position  'he 
very  ably  filled  for  several  years ; at  that  time 
he  delivered  a number  of  pooular  lectures,  his  serv- 
ices being  in  great  demand  in  eastern  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York.  In  1883  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Hattie  Armstrong,  who  was  born  in 
Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  in  1861,  and  graduated  from  the 
Delaware  Valley  Academy  under  her  husband’s 
teaching.  She  is  a daughter  of  George  and  Olive 
Armstrong,  of  New  York,  and  a granddaughter  of 
Deacon  Hedden,  in  his  time  a leading  and  promi- 
nent business  man.  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.  Four 
children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
namely:  Irene  A.,  born  in  Thompson,  in  1886;  H. 
Mildred,  born  in  1888;  Howard  B.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  five  months ; and  Marion,  born  April  2, 

i899-  . . 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Barnes  was  principal 
of  the  Montrose  high  schools  for  one  year,  but  on 
account  of  failing  Health  he  was  finally  obliged  to 
abandon  that  profession.  He  then  embarked  in 
business  at  Thompson  as  a druggist  and  general 
merchant,  and  has  since  successfully  carried  on 
operations  there.  In  partnership  with  E.  E.  Gelatt, 
of  that  place,  he  is  also  extensively  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  hard  and  soft  wood  lumber,  and 
deals  in  stone,  selling  principally  to  the  Eastern 
markets.  He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  es- 
tablishing the  water  works  at  Thompson  and  owns 
a large  amount  of  the  stock.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  progressive  and  public-spirited  men  of  the 
town,  and  to  him  and  a few  others  Thompson  is 
greatly  indebted  for  the  many  improvements  that 
have  been  made  within  her  borders  in  the  last  de- 
cade. He  is  an  upright,  honorable  business  man 
who  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
entire  community,  and  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  is  certainly  well  merited.  For  several 
years  he  has  been  a supporter  of  the  Prohibition 
party  and  its  principles,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  they 
contribute  liberally. 

V ILLIAM  G.  SEAMANS.  During  the  dark 
days  of  the  Civil  war  Pennsylvania  contributed  her 
full  quota  to  the  defense  of  the  government,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a leading  agriculturist 
of  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
among  the  brave  men  who  went  from  this  section, 
enlisting  in  September.  1862,  in  Company  B,  17th 
P.  V.  C.,  under  Capt.  D.  E.  Whitney,  of  Harford. 
He  took  part  m more  than  thirty  engagements,  serv- 
ing for  a time  under  Gen.  Alfred  Pleasanton,  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  later  under  Gen. 
Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  valley. 

His  first  battle  was  at  Mountain  Run,  April  28, 
1863,  and  then  followed  Chancellorsville,  May  1, 
2 and  3;  Beverly  Ford,  June  9;  Upperville,  June 
21  ; Gettysburg,  July  1,  2,  and  3;  Williamsport,  Md., 


July  6;  Boonsboro,  Md.,  July  8;  Falling  Waters, 
Md.,  July  14;  Brady  Station,  August  1;  Culpeper, 
September  1 5 ; Stevensburg,  October  1 1 ; Brandy 
Station,  October  12;  Bristow  Station,  October  13; 
and  Raccoon  Ford,  October  16  and  18.  The  regi- 
ment wintered  near  Falmouth  and  the  spring  of 
1864  opened  with  the  great  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
in  May.  For  some  time  he  had  constant  fighting, 
being  at  Todds  Tavern,  May  7,  1864;  Spottsyl- 
vania,  May  8;  Yellow  Tavern,  May  11;  Meadow 
Bridge,  May  12,  New  Castle  Ferry,  May  28;  Old 
Church,  May  30;  Cold  Harbor,  May  31;  Trevilian 
Station,  June  12;  White  House  Landing,  June  21; 
Jones  Bridge,  June  23;  Deep  Bottom,  July  28; 
Newtown,  August  11;  Cedar  Creek,  August  10; 
Berryville,  August  21  ; Shepardstown,  August  25  ; 
Smithfield,  August  28  and  29 ; Opequan  Creek,  Sep- 
tember 7;  Winchester,  September  19;  and  the  bat- 
tle near  Gordonville  on  f)ecember  23,  1864.  His 
regiment  followed  Lee’s  army  until  the  surrender, 
and  our  subject  was  honorably  discharged  on  June 
22,  1865,  after  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington, 
and  returned  home  on  June  23,  1865. 

Mr.  Seamans  comes  of  good  New  England 
stock,  his  ancestors  having  settled  in  Rhode  Island 
at  an  early  day.  Asher  B.  Seamans,  his  father, 
was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  March  17,  1803,  and 
was  married  there  in  1823,  to  Betsy  Batty,  also  a 
native  of  the  State,  born  in  August,  1804.  In  the 
winter  of  1837  he  removed  to  Harford,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  the  journey  being  made  in  sleighs,  and 
after  residing  at  that  place  for  a short  time  located 
in  New  Milford  township,  where  he  cleared  a farm. 
Later  he  bought  an  adjoining  tract,  over  the  line 
in  Harford  township,  which  he  also  cleared  and  im- 
proved, making  a valuable  and  attractive  home- 
stead, known  as  the  “Three  Lake  farm.”  He  was 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  first  as  a Whig  and  later 
as  a Republican,  and  frequently  held  office  in  the 
township.  He  and  his  worthy  wife  were  devout 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  were  much 
esteemed  in  the  locality.  His  death  occurred  at  the 
homestead,  March  24,  1882,  and  his  wife  died  May 
24,  1873.  They  had  a large  family  of  children,  of 
whom  the  following  is  the  record:  (1)  Emma  R., 

the  eldest,  born  in  1828,  in  Rhode  Island,  married 
Orin  Bennett,  a native  of  that  State  who  settled 
upon  a farm  in  New  Milford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  They  died  there,  and  their  children 
were  as  follows : Herbert  E.  is  a railroad  man  in 
Connecticut;  Alice  is  the  widow  of  a Mr.  Tennant, 
of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county;  Oscar;  Eva; 
and  Elizabeth.  (2)  William  G.  is  next  in  the 
order  of  birth.  (3)  Annie  M.,  born  in  1832,  'in 
Rhode  Island,  died  in  New  Milford  township,  un- 
married. (4)  Douglas  O.,  born  in  1834,  in  Rhode 
Island,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Harford.  He 
settled  in  New  Milford,  where  he  engaged  in  black- 
smithing  and  the  manufacture  of  plows.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted,  in  1864,  at  Elmira,  N. 
Y.,  in  the  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  serving  until  the  close  of  the 
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war,  and  taking  part  in  a number  of  engagements. 
After  his  return  he  located  at  Waverly,  N.  Y., 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  in  1876.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Emily  Brewster,  of  Harford  (now  also 
deceased),  and  had  two  children — Frederick  B.,  a 
resident  of  Harford,  and  Nellie,  who  died  in  early 
womanhood.  (5)  Jane  Mary,  born  in  1836,  in 
Rhode  Island,  is  the  widow  of  James  Chamberlain, 
and  resides  at  New  Milford.  She  has  the  following 
children — George,  a resident  of  New  Milford;  Ar- 
thur, a railroad  man  of  Great  Bend ; John ; Anne ; 
Dora,  wife  of  a M.r.  Jackson,  a railroad  man  at 
Great  Bend.  (6)  Asher  J.,  born  in  1838,  at  New 
Milford,  married  Miss  Hannah  Halstead,  of  Har- 
ford, and  now  resides  in  Harford  village,  where 
he  follows  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  has  one  daugh- 
ter— Ella.  (7)  Alvin  S.,  born  in  1840,  in  Harford, 
married  a young  lady  in  Michigan,  while  attend- 
ing school  at  Ann  Arbor.  He  settled  at  that  place 
as  a stock  farmer  and  merchant,  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  city.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  held  a position  under  the  government.  He  has 
several  children.  (8)  Henry  T.,  born  in  1842, 
in  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  married 
(first)  Miss  Katie  Smith,  of  New  Milford,  and 
settled  on  his  father’s  old  home.  His  wife  died, 
leaving  one  son — Eugene,  and  by  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Rosetta  (Tiffany),  he  has  two  sons — Homer 
and  Elbert,  who  are  still  at  the  old  homestead.  (9) 
Betsy  C.,  born  in  1844,  in  Harford,  married  Charles 
Chamberlain,  who  died  in  New  Milford,  leaving 
two  sons — Chester  and  Lynn,  both  of  whom  are 
now  married  and  have  families.  (10)  Chester 
W.,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Har- 
ford, in  1846,  and  was  killed  at  Scranton,  on  the 
railroad  in  1863,  when  he  was  aged  seventeen  years. 

William  G.  Seamans  was  born  December  29, 
1830,  in  the  town  of  Foster,  R.  I.,  but  his  education 
was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  Harford  and  New 
Milford.  During  his  youth  he  worked  at  home, 
clearing  land  and  following  the  plow,  and  since  at- 
taining his  majority  his  attention  has  been  mainly 
devoted  to  agriculture.  On  February  14,  1858,  he 
married  Miss  Sarah  L.  Owens,  who  was  born  April 
8,  1832,  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  her  parents,  Samuel  and  Charlotte  (Heath) 
Owens,  were  prominent  residents.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Seamans  located  at  Nerv  Milford,  but  on 
his  return  from  the  army  in  1865  he  made  his  home 
in  Harford.  In  1872  he  purchased  his  present 
farm,  a fine  estate  of  180  acres  in  North  Harmony, 
Susquehanna  county,  near  the  New  York  line,  and 
there  he  has  cleared  land  and  made  many  improve- 
ments, building  stone  walls  and  erecting  a large 
bank  barn  with  other  structures.  His  orchard  is 
one  of  the  best  in  this  section,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
trees  of  different  varieties  now  bearing  fruit.  He 
also  operates  a stone  quarry  upon  the  place,  the 
product  being  in  good  demand  for  paving.  Polit- 
ically he  has  always  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  although  he  is  not  an  office-seeker,  he 
has  served  as  school  director.  He  is  a member  of 
Post  No.  81,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Lanesboro,  and  in  religion 
86 


he  incline’s  toward  the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  is  an  active  member.  Plis  family  holds  an  en- 
viable social  position,  and  of  his  six  children  two 
are  still  at  home:  (1)  Charles  M.,  born  Septem- 

ber 28,  1859,  at  New  Milford,  resides  at  Bureau, 
111.  He  was  married  in  1885  to  Miss  Katie  Hub- 
bard, of  Clinton,  Iowa,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren— Ivan,  Verna,  Elmer  and  Iona.  (2)  Will- 
iam O.,  born  in  New  Milford,  October  28,  1862, 
married,  in  1887,  Miss  Eva  French,  of  McClure, 
Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they  reside  on  a farm. 
They  have  two  daughters — Clara  and  Sadie.  (3) 
Lottie  M.,  born  at  Harford,  March  27,  1866,  was 
married,  in  1895,  to  William  Davis,  of  Harpers- 
ville,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y. ; they  have  two  children — 
Sarah  E.  and  Karl.  (4)  Samuel  A.,  born  in  Har- 
ford, October  4,  1870,  and  (5)  Miss  Emma  O., 
born  at  the  present  home  November  27,  1873,  are 
at  home.  (6)  Ruford  D.,  born  in  Harmony  town- 
ship, November  12,  1878,  is  at  present  residing  in 
New  York  State. 

ELIJAH  TEEPLE,  a prominent  farmer  and 
business  man  of  Manchester  townshin.  is  a worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  fam- 
ilies of  Wayne  county,  it  having  been  founded  here 
in  1821,  by  his  grandparents.  Christopher  and  Eliza 
Teeple,  the  former  of  German,  the  latter  of  French 
descent.  They  spent  their  remaining  days  in  Wayne 
county,  and  died  in  Manchester  township. 

Phineas  Teeple  was  born  in  May,  1817,  at  the 
water  gap  in  Smithfield,  N.  Y.,  and  with  his  parents 
came  to  Wayne  county,  where  amid  primitive  scenes 
he  grew  to  manhood.  He  became  one  of  the  great- 
est hunters  on  the  Delaware  river,  and  his  fame 
spread  throughout  eastern  Pennsylvania.  During 
his  boyhood  he  could  handle  a gun  with  the  skill 
of  an  old  hunter,  and  throughout  his  entire  life  he 
continued  to  engage  in  this — his  favorite  sport. 
On  one  occasion  he  killed  nine  wolves  in  one  day, 
and  in  two  and  a half  days  killed  seventeen  deer. 
At  another  time  he  had  sixty-five  deer  at  his  home 
which  he  had  killed,  and  these  he  disposed  of  at  the 
markets  in  Philadelphia,  receiving  a good  price  for 
the  same.  Wild  animals  of  many  kinds  were  still 
found  in  this  region,  and  he  often  killed  bears, 
wolves  and  wild  cats.  Bv  occupation  he  was  a 
farmer  and  lumberman.  He  married  Miss  Sarah 
Quick,  daughter  of  Samuel  Quick,  also  an  old  set- 
tler of  Wayne  county,  and  eight  children  were  born 
to  them,  of  whom  seven  reached  years  of  maturity, 
namely:  Isabella,  wife  of  Alanson  Lester,  of  Equin- 
unk,  Wayne  county;  John,  who  served  as  a Union 
soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a resident 
of  Manchester  township;  Elijah,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch ; Christopher,  deceased ; Simon,  who 
lives  on  the  old  homestead ; Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Charles  Codington,  of  Hancock,  N.  Y. ; and  Henry, 
who  is  also  living  upon  the  old  homestead.  The 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight,  the  father  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  He  was  six  feet 
in  height,  weighed  180,  was  well  proportioned,  and 
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although  as  amiable  in  disposition  as  a woman,  he 
was  as  brave  as  a lion.  As  a business  man,  he  was 
always  upright  and  honorable,  and  therefore  gained 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  whom  he  came 
in  contact  with. 

Elijah  Teeple  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm, 
where  he  was  born  October  2,  1847,  an(l  as  he  in- 
herited his  father's  taste  for  hunting,  he  early  be- 
came an  expert  marksman.  Many  bears,  wild  cats 
and  foxes  have  fallen  before  his  trusty  rifle,  in  one 
season  he  killed  twenty-one  deer,  and'  fifteen  years 
ago  he  killed  the  last  bear  to  be  slain  in  the 
county.  He  has  killed  deer  on  the  head  waters  of 
the  Susquehanna,  in  Potter  county,  Penn.,  the  high- 
est point  in  the  State,  it  being  drained  also  by  the 
Genesee  and  Allegheny  rivers,  and  has  some  of  the 
best  specimens  of  bucks’  heads  to  be  found  in  the 
State. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  Mr.  Teeple  began 
jobbing  in  the  lumber  woods,  and  in  his  business  en- 
terprises he  has  met  with  good  success.  In  1870  he 
located  upon  his  present  farm,  which  was  still  in  its 
primitive  condition,  but  to-day  he  has  sixty-six  acres 
under  cultivation,  and  improved  with  a comfortable 
residence  and  good  out-buildings.  He  also  owns  a 
store  at  Lookout,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general 
merchandising,  carrying  a good  stock  of  dry-goods, 
groceries,  boots  and  shoes,  and  for  eight  vears  he 
has  served  as  postmaster  at  that  place. 

In  1869  Mr.  Teeple  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sylvia  A.  Chase,  who  was  born,  reared 
and  educated  in  Wayne  county,  and  is  a daughter 
of  Gideon  B.  and  Jane  (Raines)  Chase,  the  former 
now  deceased.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  three 
children : Irene,  now  the  wife  of  F.  W.  Clanson, 
of  Honesdale,  Wayne  county-;  and  Millard  and  Ela- 
ford,  both  at  home.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Teeple  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  has  served  his 
fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of  supervisor.  He  is 
an  exhorter  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  is 
zealous  and  active  in  all  Church  work,  and  for 
the  long  period  of  twenty  years  has  served  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath  school.  All  enterprises 
calculated  to  advance  the  moral,  educational  or 
material  welfare  of  the  communitv  receive  his  hearty 
endorsement,  and  he  takes  an  active  part  in  advanc- 
ing the  cause  of  temperance. 

SIDNEY  N.  GALLOWAY,  a wide-awake  and 
energetic  farmer  of  Great  Bend  township,  is  a na- 
tive of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, in  December,  1837,  and  is  a son  of  Aaron  T. 
and  Mercy  M.  (Ball)  Galloway. 

The  father  was  born  in  the  same  township,  in 
1811,  while  the  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  Aaron  and  was  a native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, came  to  Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  day 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  South  Gibson,  where 
his  death  occurred.  In  the  family  of  the  latter  were 
nine  children,  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely : 
George,  born  in  Susquehanna  county,  married  and 
located  in  New  York  State;  Lewis  made  his  home  in 


Waverly,  N.  Y. ; Wesley  married  and  settled  in 
Binghamton ; Jonathan  married  and  removed  to 
Michigan,  where  he  died  leaving  a family ; Matilda 
was  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Grant,  of  Binghamton,  N. 
Y. ; Hulda  married  a Mr.  Tallman,  of  the  same 
place;  Betsy  was  the  wife  of  John  Tallman,  who 
moved  West;  and  Sarah  made  her  home  in  Bing- 
hamton, New  York. 

Aaron  T.  Galloway,  who  completes  the  family, 
lived  at  different  times  in  Jackson  and  Gibson  town- 
ships, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  owned  and 
operated  farms.  He  died  in  the  former  township, 
in  1879,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  in  1888.  To 
them  were  born  eight  children,  as  follows : ( 1 ) 

Mercy  A.  died  in  1852,  during  childhood.  (2) 
Dennis  M.,  born  in  1836,  married  Lucy  Beecher,  of 
Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  later 
served  for  a year  and  a half  in  the  Civil  war  as  a 
member  of  Company  A,  151st  P.  V.  I.  He  is  now 
a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  His  only  child, 
a daughter,  died  young.  (3)  Sidney  N.  is  the 
next  in  order  of  birth.  (4)  .Aaron,  born  in  1840, 
wedded  Mary  Bishop,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
as  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery 
he  participated  in  a number  of  battles  during  the 
Civil  war.  He  now  has  a large  family  and  resides 
in  Binghamton.  (5)  Amos,  born  in  1842,  first 
married  Sarah  Wood,  and  after  her  death  Mary 
Tailor,  and  they  now  live  in  Binghamton.  He  has 
one  son,  John.  (6)  George  W.,  born  in  1845,  was 
also  a Union  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 
Lie  married  Ellen  Green,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  is  now  living  near  St.  Paul,  Minn.  (7)  Jo- 
seph, born  in  1847,  married  Isabel  Drake,  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  they  make  their  home  in 
Binghamton.  (8)  Mary  A.,  born  in  November, 
1851,  married  George  Wood,  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  died  leaving  four  daughters — Dora,  Caro- 
line, Bertha  and  Sarah. 

Sidney  N.  Galloway  acquired  a limited  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  near  his  boyhood  home, 
and  at  an  early  age  commenced  working  on  the 
New  York  & Erie  railroad,  his  father  being  a con- 
tractor on  that  road,  and  he  continued  working  with 
him  until  he  attained  his  majority.  In  1861  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Esther  E.  Belcher, 
who  was  born  in  1846,  a daughter  of  Uriah  and 
Nancy  (Perkins)  Belcher,  of  Jackson  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  Since  1893  she  has  been  an 
invalid  from  nervous  prostration,  but  has  borne 
her  sufferings  with  Christian  fortitude  and  has  been 
tenderly  cared  for  by  her  devoted  husband.  To 
them  were  born  the  following  children  : ( 1 ) Aaron 

died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  (2)  Mary  A., 
born  in  1864,  is  now  the  wife  of  Scott  Frisk,  of 
Bear  Lake,  Mich.,  and  the  mother  of  six  children — 
Willie,  Emily,  Vernie,  Arthur,  Esther  and  Wal- 
ter. (3)  Mercy,  born  in  1866,  married  John  Tur- 
ball,  of  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  and  died 
leaving  three  children — Jennie,  John  and  Esther. 
(4)  Sidney,  born  in  March,  1868,  married  Annie 
Slater,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Rena  and 
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Nelson,  and  they  live  in  Oakland.  (5)  Gilbert, 
born  in  March,  1871,  married  Ella  Austin,  and  re- 
sides in  Great  Bend.  (6)  William,  born  in  No- 
vember, 1873,  married  Isabel  Grodavant,  of  Wind- 
sor, N.  Y.,  by  whom  be  has  two  daughters — Ver- 
na and  Lorena,  and  they  make  their  home  with  our 
subject.  (7)  Amos,  born  in  October,  1875,  is 
single  and  resides  in  Susquehanna.  (8)  Eva,  born 
in  November,  1877,  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Munson, 
of  Oakland,  and  has  one  daughter — Louellia. 

After  bis  marriage  Mr.  Galloway  located  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county,  but  in 
1862  be  left  bis  young  wife  and  answered  bis  coun- 
try’s call.  He  enlisted  in  the  151st  P.  V.  I.,  and  was 
sworn  into  the  United  States  service  at  Harrisburg. 
The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  was  under  the  command  first  of  Gen. 
Plooker  and  later  of  Gen.  Burnside.  They  were  in 
winter  quarters  at  Belle  Plaine,  and  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville  and  a number  of  skir- 
mishes around  Fredericksburg  and  at  other  points. 
In  1864  Mr.  Galloway  re-enlisted  in  the  112th  Penn- 
sylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  with  which  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in  the  en- 
gagements at  Fort  Harrison,  Dutch  Gap  and  Chap- 
man’s farm.  On  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
he  returned  to  his  home  in  Susquehanna  county  and 
purchased  a farm  in  Jackson  township,  but  after 
operating  the  same  for  a short  time,  he  sold  that 
place  and  bought  another  in  Thompson  township, 
where  he  lived  until  1878.  It  was  in  that  year  that 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  in  Great  Bend  town- 
ship, three  miles  from  Susquehanna,  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna river,  upon  which  he  has  since  made  many 
useful  and  valuable  improvements,  including  the 
erection  of  a comfortable  residence  and  good  barns 
and  other  outbuildings.  He  comes  of  Whig  stock, 
and  is  a stalwart  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  an  honored  member  of  Moody  Post  No.  53, 
G.  A.  R.  Religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  are  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  they  are  widely  and  favorably  known. 

WILLIAM  S.  TANNER  is  a leading  citizen 
of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  the  thriving  village  of  Lakeside  owes  much  of 
its  business  prosperity  to  his  enterprise  and  acumen, 
and  to  that  of  his  talented  wife.  He  was  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1846,  on  a farm  near  New  Milford  town- 
ship, a son  of  Russell  Tanner,  and  grandson  of 
William  and  Martha  Tanner,  lifelong  residents  of 
Massachusetts.  Russell  Tanner  was  born  in  Che- 
shire, Mass.,  March  22,  1812,  and  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1840,  locating  in  New  Milford 
township.  He  always  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  in  1861  he  made  his  permanent  home  upon 
the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Elmiron  F., 
where  he  died  November  20,  1886.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Massachusetts,  on  February  20,  1834,  to 
Miss  Amy  Scott,  a native  of  Maple  Grove,  Mass., 
and  a daughter  of  Sylvenus  and  Melintha  (Sher- 
man) Scott.  She  was  born  October  31,  1810,  and 


died  September  1,  1887,  her  remains  being  at 
rest  beside  those  of  her  husband  in  the  cemetery  in 
Gibson  township.  They  had  a large  family  of  chil- 
dren, as  follows : Horace,  born  September  20, 

1835,  died  December  3,  1890;  Charles  E.,  born  June 
24,  1837,  in  Massachusetts,  died  February  23,  1863, 
and  was  buried  in  Gibson  cemetery ; Daniel,  born 
December  16,  1838,  died  in  October,  1891  ; Ade- 
line, born  January  21,  1841,  married  Theo  Well- 
man, and  died  February  11,  1863;  Lydia  S.,  born 
September  7,  1842,  died  February  17,  1863;  Lovina 
J.,  born  December  7,  1843,  married  Osco  Tennant 
and  died  in  Michigan  in  1894;  William  S.  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below ; Russell  B.,  born  March  20, 
1847,  died  March  15,  1863;  Levi  P.,  born  February 
21,  1849,  resides  in  Lestershire,  N.  Y. ; Elmiron  F., 
born  May  19,  1852,  is  mentioned  below;  Martha 
M.,  born  April  20,  1854,  married  Henry  Robinson, 
and  died  December  21,  1884.  Elmiron  F.  Tanner, 
who  occupies  the  homestead,  is  a respected  citizen, 
and  active  Prohibitionist,  and  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  a trustee 
and  steward  for  twenty  years.  Lie  took  care  of 
his  parents  in  their  last  days  and  always  resided 
with  them,  with  the  exception  of  six  years,  from 
1877  to  1883,  when  he  was  engaged  in  farming  on 
his  own  account  in  the  same  township.  On  June 
12,  1870,  he  was  married,  in  Gibson  township,  to 
Miss  Olive  L.  Jennings,  by  whom  he  has  had  three 
children — Brown,  born  May  22,  1872,  died  Octo- 
ber 31,  1879;  Burton,  born  October  8,  1882,  and 
Ella  B.,  born  June  26,  1890. 

William  S.  Tanner  resided  with  his  parents  un- 
til his  marriage,  and  later  he  took  charge  of  the  old 
homestead,  continuing  sixteen  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased a farm  in  the  same  township,  and  remained 
upon  it  two  years,  and  in  November,  1881,  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm  in  Lakeside  village, 
where  he  carried  on  a blacksmith  shop  in  connec- 
tion with  agricultural  work.  He  is  an  expert  at 
his  trade,  which  he  learned  as  a boy  of  eighteen 
with  his  father,  and  at  present  he  devotes  much  of 
his  time  to  the  shop,  his  farm  being  operated  by  his 
son-in-law.  As  a citizen  he  is  much  esteemed,  and 
he  is  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of  prohibition  and 
in  religious  afifa'irs,  being  a trustee  of  the  Method- 
ist Church  at  Lakeside.  On  January  1,  1867,  he 
was  married,  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  to  Mrs.  Annis  L.  (Morse)  Tanner,  widow 
of  his  brother,  Charles  E.  The  only  child  of  this 
union,  Edwin,  born  July  19,  1872,  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Annis  L.  (Morse)  Tanner  is  a lady 
of  rare  ability  and  force  of  character,  and  has  suc- 
cessfully conducted  a store  at  Lakeside  since  No- 
vember, 1881.  Asa  girl  of  sixteen  she  began  teach- 
ing school,  and  in  tins  work  she  has  met  with 
marked  success,  teaching  twenty-three  terms  in  Sus- 
quehanna county  and  one  term  in  Wayne  county. 
The  first  and  last  terms  were  taught  in  her  own 
native  district,  and  four  terms  were  after  her  mar- 
riage. In  October,  1883,  she  was  appointed  post- 
mistress at  Lakeside,  and  this  position  she  held 
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until  1895,  and  in  November,  1897,  she  was,  again 
appointed,  being  still  in  charge  of  the  office.  She 
was  born  August  9,  1838,  in  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  was  first  married  December 
31,  1862,  to  Charles  E.  Tanner,  the  ceremony  be- 
ing performed  at  New  Milford.  They  had  one 
daughter,  Carrie,  who  married  Frank  M.  Williams, 
a farmer  at  the  Homestead,  and  has  had  six  sons — 
Legrand,  Ray,  Harry,  Leo,  William  and  Hugh. 
Mrs.  Tanner  comes  of  good  New  England  ances- 
try, her  paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Susanna 
(Osgood)  Morse,  were  residents  of  Vermont  for 
many  years.  The  grandmother  died  there,  and  the 
grandfather,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  be- 
came totally  blind  in  his  latter  years,  and  his  son 
John  went  to  Vermont  after  him  and  brought  him 
to  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where 
his  death  occurred  at  the  home  of  his  son  Calvin. 
John  Morse  (2),  Mrs.  Tanner’s  father,  was  born  in 
Vermont,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  as  a 
young  man  of  twenty-five.  He  made  his  home  in 
Jackson  township,  where  he  followed  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade  in  connection  with  farming,  and  he  was 
also  influential  in  local  affairs,  serving  as  school 
director  and  supervisor,  and  also  in  other  township 
offices.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a Methodist, 
while  his  wife  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
both  taking  an  active  part  :n  the  work  of  their  re- 
spective societies  until  old  age  limited  their  strength. 
Mrs.  Tanner’s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Achsah  Hill,  was  reared  in  Susquehanna  county,  her 
parents,  Ichabod  and  Christeen  (Durkey)  Hill,  hav- 
ing come  from  Massachusetts  when  she  was  but 
seven  years  old  to  settle  upon  a farm  in  Jackson 
township.  John  Morse  (2)  died  September  1,  1864, 
aged  fifty-three  years,  and  his  wife  died  December 
8,  1896,  aged  seventy-six,  their  remains  being 
buried  in  Jackson  cemetery.  Mrs.  Tanner  was  the 
eldest  in  a family  of  five  children,  the  others  being: 
Stella,  who  married  Elliott  Shepardson,  both  now 
deceased ; Zilpha,  wife  of  George  Pease,  a farmer 
in  Jackson  township;  Jason  (deceased),  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Nora  Norton,  of  Lanesboro ; and  Ashley, 
who  died  in  childhood. 

HON.  W.  E.  GREGORY,  M.  D.,  of  Strouds- 
burg, is  equally  popular  as  a physician  and  citizen, 
his  ability  and  energy  being  displayed  not  only  in 
successful  professional  career  but  in  public  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility. 

The  Gregory  family  is  of  Scotch  origin,  and 
our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  John  Gregory, 
crossed  the  ocean  at  an  early  day  to  make  his  home 
in  Berks  county,  Penn.,  where  he  probably  en- 
gaged in  farming.  This  worthy  pioneer  had  several 
sons  and  daughters,  and  among  the  number  was 
a son  David,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  who  was 
born  in  Berks  county,  but  came  to  this  section  in 
early  manhood,  locating  in  what  is  now  Monroe 
county.  He  was  a man  of  fine  physique,  and  pos- 
sessed a wide  reputation  as  an  athlete,  being 
especially  noted  for  agility  in  climbing  lofty  trees, 


and  on  more  than  one  occasion  he  scaled  high 
hickory  poles  to  place  flags  in  place.  Politically  he 
was  a Democrat,  and  he  took  an  active  part  in  re- 
ligious work  in  his  locality  as  a member  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  He  died  of  typhoid  fever  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Martha  Mosteller,  died  in  the 
same  year  of  that  disease,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  They  had  eight  children:  John,  who 

is  now  about  eighty-five  years  old,  resides  at  Gil- 
berts ; Peter,  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  Ohio, 
at  an  advanced  age ; Sailie  married  Jacob  Kresge, 
and  died  of  typhoid  fever  in  1885;  Nellie  married 
Thomas  Kresge,  and  died  when  about  sixty-five 
years  old ; Samuel  died  many  years  ago,  and  our 
subject  does  not  remember  him;  James  was  acci- 
dentally killed  in  1864;  Reuben,  our  subject’s 
father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below ; and  Will- 
iam, the  youngest  of  the  family,  resides  at  Gil- 
berts. 

Major  Reuben  Gregory,  the  Doctor’s  father, 
was  born  in  1817,  in  Kresgeville,  Monroe  county, 
and  became  a well-known  agriculturist.  He  was 
a prominent  Democrat  in  his  locality,  serving  for 
a time  as  county  treasurer,  and  for  many  years  he 
took  an  active  part  in  military  affairs  as  a major  in 
the  old  State  Militia.  Like  his  parents,  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  married  Miss  Han- 
nah Kresge,  who  was  born  in  Pleasant  Valley,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  both  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  Of  their  twelve  children,  only  eight  sur- 
vived childhood.  Elizabeth  married  Amos  Shafer, 
of  Pleasant  Valley;  Lydia  married  Newton  A. 
Geisinger,  of  Brodheadsville;  Salinda  (deceased) 
married  Simeon  Driesbach;  Nathan  is  a farmer 
at  Kresgeville ; Catherine  married  Harrison  Lo- 
bach,  of  Kresgeville ; James  was  a cavalryman  in 
the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  met  his 
death  in  the  service;  W.  E.  is  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch ; and  Sarah  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen. 

Dr.  Gregory  was  born  October  4,  1853,  in 
Kresgeville,  and  after  completing  the  course 
offered  in  the  local  schools  he  attended  the  Car- 
bon Academy  at  Lehighton,  and  the  Normal  School 
at  Kutztown,  Penn.,  of  which  school  he  is  a grad- 
uate. Before  entering  the  latter  institution  he 
taught  school  for  a time,  and  later  he  resumed 
that  work,  teaching  nine  terms  in  all.  He  began 
his  medical  studies  with  Dr.  Lesh,  of  Pleasant 
Valley,  and  in  1877  he  was  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  Philadelphia.  For  some  years  he  prac- 
ticed successfully  at  Sciota,  Penn.,  stopping  in 
1888  to  take  a post-graduate  course,  and  in  1889, 
after  a term  in  the  Polyclinic  at  Philadelphia,  he 
located  at  Stroudsburg,  where  his  ability  and  skill 
have  met  with  well-deserved  recognition.  He  is 
an  active  worker  in  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1885  and  1887  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, where  his  professional  knowledge  and  stand- 
ing enabled  him  to  do  some  excellent  work  in 
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behalf  of  the  new  board  of  health  bill.  Since  re- 
moving to  Stroudsburg  he  has  served  as  secretary 
and  executive  officer  of  the  local  board  of  health, 
and  on  April  19,  1895,  he  was  appointed  county 
medical  inspector  by  the  State  board  of  health.  In 
1878  he  married  Miss  Emma  Smith,  who  was  born 
October  16,  1853,  in  Brodheadsville,  and  three 
children  have  blessed  the  union : Mabel,  Guer- 

ney  and  Myrtie.  The  son,  Guerney,  is  preparing 
to  follow  his  father’s  profession,  and  last  year  took 
a course  in  medicine  at  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  in  New  York  City,  and  at  present 
is  a student  in  the  Medico  Chirurgical,  at  Phila- 
delphia. The  family  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  is  prominent  in  social  life. 
In  addition  to  his  membership  in  the  Lehigh  Medi- 
cal Association,  the  Doctor  is  connected  with  vari- 
ous social  organizations,  including  the  Knights  of 
Malta,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
the  Masonic  fraternity. 

WILLIAM  A.  SKINNER,  a talented  young- 
attorney  of  Susquehanna,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
rapidly  making  his  way  to  the  front  rank  in 
his  profession,  his  success  in  general  practice  hav- 
ing already  won  him  a high  reputation.  Even  as 
a student  he  displayed  unusual  aptitude  for  legal 
work,  and  he  enjoys  the  distinction  of  holding  the 
first  certificate  as  Bachelor  of  Laws  ever  granted 
by  the  New  York  Law  School  to  a candidate  who 
had  only  attended  that  institution  one  year,  a special 
permit  being  required  from  the  State  Board  of 
Regents  before  he  was  allowed  to  take  the  examina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Skinner  was  born  June  23,  1875,  at  Star- 
rucca,  Penn.,  and  comes  of  excellent  ancestry. 
His  father,  James  Skinner,  was  born  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  and  was  married  to  Eliza  Josephine 
Penn,  of  Starrucca,  in  October,  1873.  Humphrey 
Penn,  our  subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  came  to 
America  from  England  in  the  early  days  of  the 
closing  century,  and  died  at  the  ripe  age  of  sev- 
enty-nine years.  He  was  related  by  blood  to  Will- 
iam Penn,  the  founder  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Eleven  years  of  our  subject’s  life  were  spent 
in  his  native  town,  but  his  parents  then  removed 
to  Susquehanna,  where  he  completed  a course  in 
the  high  school,  graduating  in  1890,  with  the  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  For  some  time  he  was  employed 
in  the  mechanical  drafting  department  of  the  Erie 
railroad,  at  Susquehanna.  In  1893  he  began  his 
legal  studies  under  a preceptor,  and  in  October, 
1895,  he  was  enrolled  as  a member  of  the  senior 
class  of  the  New  York  Law  School.  His  previous 
reading,  supplemented  by  close  application  while 
in  school,  enabled  him  to  pass  the  examinations 
successfully  and  graduate  at  the  end  of  one  year, 
his  triumph  in  the  contest  for  the  Bachelor’s  degree 
reflecting  still  greater  credit  upon  his  scholarship 
and  native  ability.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
immediately  upon  his  arrival,  at  twenty-one  years 


of  age,  and  in  the  fall  of  1896  opened  an  office  at 
Susquehanna,  where  he  met  with  gratifying  recog- 
nition from  the  start.  He  is  a member  of. the  local 
Board  of  Trade,  of  which  he  is  now  secretary,  and 
is  active  in  political  affairs  as  a steadfast  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party.  His  musical  gifts  are 
of  a high  order,  and  as  a performer  on  the  cornet 
he  has  gained  especial  favor  with  the  public.  So- 
cially he  is  popular,  and  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
Starrucca  Lodge  No.  423,  at  Susquehanna,  of 
which  he  is  the  presiding  officer,  while  he  is  also 
prominent  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  and  a teacher  in  the 
Sabbath-school. 

WILLIAM  B.  PE1INNEY,  a leading  citizen 
of  New  Milford,  Susq'uehanna  county,  is  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Van  Buskirk  & Phinney,  well-known 
liverymen  of  that  city,  and  for  a number  of  years 
he  conducted  the  business  alone  with  marked  suc- 
cess. 

Mr.  Phinney  is  a representative  of  an  old  pio- 
neer family  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  was  born 
in  New  Milford  township,  September  15,  1843. 
John  Phinney,  his  grandfather,  came  from  Con- 
necticut to  Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  date, 
and  settled  upon  a farm  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, where  he  died  February  22,  1867.  He  was 
a man  of  fine  abilities  and  good  education,  and  for 
some  years  taught  school  successfully.  Our  sub- 
ject’s grandmother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lu- 
cretia  Hvde,  was  also  a native  of  Connecticut,  but 
was  living  in  the  Wyoming  Valley  at  the  time  of 
the  great  massacre,  and  made  her  escape  on  horse- 
back with  much  difficulty.  She  died  July  9,  1853. 
John  Phinney  was  married  three  times,  and  by 
his  wife,  Lucretia,  had  four  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Philander,  our  subject’s  father;  Artemis ia, 

who  married  James  Stout;  Henrietta,  who  died  in 
childhood;  and  Adaline,  who  married  George 
Tyler. 

Philander  Phinney  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
and  was  but  a boy  when  he  came  to  this  section 
with  his  parents.  For  many  years  he  followed 
farming  in  New  Milford  township,  and  in  1856  he 
took  charge  of  a hotel  in  Summersville,  continuing 
thus  until  1858.  In  i860  he  removed  to  New  Mil- 
ford borough,  and  resumed  the  management  of  the 
“Eagle  Hotel,”  which  he  conducted  until  a few 
years  previous  to  his  death,  on  February  25,  1892, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  a highly- 
esteemed  citizen,  an  active  worker  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  a leading  adviser  in  the  local  Repub- 
lican organization.  He  served  many  years  as  as- 
sessor, and  also  held  other  offices,  including  those 
of  township  supervisor  and  borough  councilman. 
He  married  Miss  Rebecca  Brush,  who  died  No- 
vember 16,  1885,  aged  sixty  years.  She  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  childhood,  with  her  parents,  Jonathan 
and  Laura  Brush.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of 
four  children,  the  others  being  Emma  J.,  deceased, 
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who  married  L.  G.  McMillan ; Henrietta  A.,  wife 
of  F.  B.  Jewett,  a farmer  in  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county ; and  Edward  T.,  a clerk  in  a 
dry-goods  store  at  Pittston,  Pennsylvania. 

As  a boy  our  subject  was  trained  to  habits  of 
industry,  and  for  some  years  he  assisted  his  father 
in  business.  In  1880  lie  took  charge  of  the  “Eagle 
Hotel,’’  after  six  years  renting  it  to  Ira  Wood- 
worth.  From  1888  to  1894  he  again  conducted  it 
himself,  and  then,  after  renting  it  for  one  year, 
remodelled  it  thoroughly,  in  1896  selling  it  to  H. 
C.  Dowling.  On  July  1,  1898,  he  purchased  it, 
and  at  present  has  it  leased  to  Harvey  T.  Allen. 
Mr.  Phinney  first  engaged  in  the  livery  business 
in  1869,  and  has  been  connected  with  the  same  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  two  years.  In  1893  he 
sold  a half-interest  to  David  Van  Buskirk,  who 
bought  the  other  half  in  1895,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1897  Mr.  Phinney  again  became  the  owner  of  a 
half-interest.  Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and 
he  is  active  in  local  affairs,  having  been  elected  in 
the  spring  of  1899  to  his  second  term  in  the 
borough  council.  He  and  his  family  are  prominent 
socially,  and  he  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  of  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Blue  Lodge  No. 
507,  at  New  Milford. 

In  November,  1880,  Mr.  Phinney  was  mar- 
ried, in  New  Milford,  to  Miss  Harriet  L.  Bogue, 
and  four  children  have  brightened  his  home, 
namely:  Laura,  born  August  7,  1884,  died  May 

31,  1892;  Lula,  born  January  15,  1889;  Emma,  born 
August  9,  1894;  and  Charles  E.,  born  December 
29,  1898.  Mrs.  Phinney  was  born  August  27, 
1864,  in  Nicholson,  Penn.,  daughter  of  the  late 
Charles  Bogue,  who  was  for  many  years  engaged 
.in  business  in  New  Milford  as  a cooper  and  stone- 
mason. He  was  a talented  musician,  being  es- 
pecially noted  for  his  skill  as  a violinist.  Dur'ing 
the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
service  August  15,  1864,  at  Hart’s  Island.  The 
privations  and  hardships  of  camp  life  brought  on 
a serious  illness,  however,  and  after  three  months, 
spent  chiefly  in  hospitals  at  different  points,  he  left 
the  service,  December  8,  1864.  He  was  a native 
of  Norwich,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  born  March  10, 
1837,  and  in  his  early  manhood  settled  in  Nichol- 
son, Penn.,  in  1861  removing  to  New  Milford, 
where  he  died  October  6,  1888.  On  May  17,  1862, 
he  was  married,  at  Nicholson,  to  Miss  Urania 
E.  Shafer,  who  was  born  in  that  town  January  25, 
1840,  and  is  still  living  in  New  Milford.  They 
had  three  children,  viz. : Charles,  who  died  in  in- 

fancy; Harriet  L.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Miss 
Jennie  A.,  who  resides  with  her  mother. 

CHARLES  FULLER  has  been  living  a com- 
paratively retired  life  for  the  past  five  years  on  his 
farm  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  has  passed  his  entire  life.  He  was  born 
July  12,  1841,  in  Bridgewater  township,  and  was 
but  six  weeks  of  age  when  his  parents,  Jonas  and 


Clarissa  (Main)  Fuller,  removed  to  the  place  he 
now  occupies. 

Jonas  Fuller  was  born  in  Addison  county, 
Vt.,  March  30,  1792,  son  of  Josiah  and  Lydia 
(Heath)  Fuller,  natives  of  the  same  State,  the 
former  born  November  11,  1757,  the  latter  March 
26,  1761.  They  lived  and  died  in  Vermont,  where 
they  were  buried,  Josiah  Fuller  engaging  in  farm- 
ing and  sawmilling.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Philomene  (Mrs.  John  Smith),  born  Sep- 

tember 11,  1782;  Beulah  (Mrs.  Elihu  Barber), 
born  March  17,  1784;  Sylvanus,  born  September 
22,  1785;  Sarah  (Mrs.  Hall),  born  February  17, 
1788;  Lydia  (Mrs.  Amos  Dyke),  born  March  4, 
1790 ; Jonas,  father  of  our  subject;  Phoebe  (Mrs. 
Frederick  Ambler),  born  April  11,  1796;  Azariah, 
born  August  30,  1798;  Milton  A.,  born  May  13, 
1800;  and  Sage,  born  December  13,  1805,  married 
to  Justin  Willoughby.  Jonas  grew  to  manhood  at 
his  native  place,  and  in  1813,  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
settling  In  Bridgewater  township,  where  he  took 
up  100  acres  of  land  in  its  primitive  condition  and 
resided  until  1841.  He  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  Auburn  township.  Here,  also,  he  took 
up  100  acres  of  new  land,  on  which  he  made  a 
clearing  and  erected  a log  cabin  before  bringing 
his  family  to  the  place,  and  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  farming  during  the  latter  years  of  his 
life.  He  cleared  a considerable  part  of  his  farm 
in  Bridgewater  township.  Jonas  Fuller  was  a 
miller  and  millwright  by  trade,  and  was  considered 
the  best  mechanic  in  this  part  of  the  State.  He 
was  first  married  to  Mary  Wells,  by  whom  he  had 
four  children,  all  now  deceased,  viz. : Almond, 

Ransom,  Cyrus  (who  died  in  1898),  and  Mary 
(Mrs.  Solomon  Moore,  deceased  in  1898).  His 
second  wife,  Clarissa  Main,  whom  he  met  and 
married  in  Susquehanna  county,  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  and  to  this  union  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren: Lydia  A.,  who  married  Luther  Jagger,  now 

a retired  resident  of  Auburn  township;  Jonas,  Nel- 
son, Theodore,  Julia  A.  and  Andrew,  all  of  whom 
died  young;  Harriet,  who  married  Alpheus  Craw- 
ford, of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; Charles ; Josiah 
O.,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township;  and  Clara,  wife 
of  Lewis  Biles,  of  Camptown,  Penn.  The  father 
of  this  family  died  January  26,  1882,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-nine  years,  nine  months,  and 
the  mother  followed  him  to  the  long  home  Octo- 
ber 3,  1883,  when  aged  seventy-six  years;  they 
were  buried  in  the  Fuller  cemetery.  They  were 
worthy  Christian  people,  and  were  highly  respected 
by  their  neighbors  and  friends  in  Auburn  town- 
ship. Tonas  Fuller  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812. 

Charles  Fuller  obtained  a good  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  Auburn  township  and  from 
his  earliest  years  was  trained  to  agricultural  work 
on  the  home  place,  which  he  has  for  years  culti- 
vated on  his  own  account,  though  of  late  he  has 
contented  himself  with  overseeing  the  active  work, 
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in  which  his  strength  will  not  permit  him  to  en- 
gage. The  place  is  systematically  worked,  and 
modern  methods  and  machinery  have  been  intro- 
duced wherever  possible,  the  farm  being  now  one 
of  the  finest,  both  in  appearance  and  fertility,  in 
the  township,  and  Mr.  Fuller  has  beautified  as  well 
as  improved  his  property,  and  his  home  and  sur- 
roundings are  pleasant,  showing  good  taste  and  care 
in  every  detail.  Mr.  Fuller  is  widely  known  in  the 
locality,  though  he  has  devoted  himself  to  his  pri- 
vate interests,  giving  little  special  attention  to  public 
matters.  Flis  political  support  is  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party. 

In  June,  1867,  Mr.  Fuller  was  married,  in 
Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Retta  M.  Raub,  and 
they  have  had  three  sons:  Fred  E.,  who  is  an  at- 

torney in  New  York;  Arthur. J.,  architect  and 
builder;  and  Frank  R.,  living  at  home.  The  fam- 
ily attend  the  INI.  E.  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Fuller 
has  been  a member  since  1892.  Mrs.  Fuller  was 
born  in  Auburn  township,  daughter  of  David  J. 
and  Amy  (Pierson)  Raub,  who  are  more  fully 
mentioned  elsewhere. 

On  August  30,  1864,  Mr.  Fuller  enlisted,  at 
Scranton,  Penn.,  for  one  year,  or  during  the  war, 
becoming  a member  of  Company  C,  203rd  P.  V.  I., 
Capt.  Jacob  B.  Smallwood  and  Col.  John  W. 
Moore,  commanding,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  Second  Division,  Tenth  Corps,  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  Fie  took  part  in  all  the  engage- 
ments and  skirmishes  in  which  his  command  was 
engaged,  among  which  we  may  mention  Deep 
Bottom,  Newmarket  Heights,  Chapin’s  Farm,  Dar- 
bytown  Road,  Fort  Fisher,  Wilmington  and  Ben- 
tonville,  and  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
service  on  July  3,  1865. 

F.  E.  CARLTON,  the  popular  and  efficient 
auditor  of  Wayne  county,  now  serving  his  second 
term  in  that  office,  is  well  known  as  a successful 
educator  through  years  of  faithful  service  in  the 
teacher’s  profession  which  he  still  continues  to  fol- 
low. His  work  will  not  be  readly  forgotten  by  the 
many  who  have  been  helped  by  him  in  the  steep 
and  sometimes  weary  path  to  knowledge. 

Our  subject’s  father,  John  S.  Carlton,  was  a 
son  of  Hartson  Carlton,  a native  of  Connecticut, 
and  when  a young  man  settled  in  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  where  for  many  years  he  was  one  of  the 
prominent  farmers  of  Greene  township.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1850,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Banks,  a daughter  of  William  Banks,  and 
to  them  were  born  five  children,  namely:  James 

C.,  who  resides  in  Greentown,  Pike  county;  Will- 
iam IT.,  a resident  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Samuel 
M.,  who  operates  the  old  homestead  in  Greene 
township.  Pike  county;  F.  E.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  and  Lizzie  D.,  wife  of  Arthur  J.  Osborne, 
of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county. 

F.  E.  Carlton  was  born  January  10,  1863,  in 
Pike  county,  and  there  he  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth.  His  early  education  acquired  in  the  com- 


mon schools,  was  supplemented  by  a course  at  the 
Waymart  Academy,  where  he  graduated  in  1S84. 
and  in  1885  he  graduated  from  the  Mansfield  State 
Normal  School,  as  president  of  his  class.  In  1880 
he  began  teaching,  and  for  some  years  has  been 
one  of  the  most  competent  and  successful  teachers 
of  the  county. 

At  Hawley,  Penn.,  November  28,  1889,  Mr. 
Carlton  was  married,  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Core,  a Meth- 
odist Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Susie  G.  Cole, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Lester,  born  September  19, 
1891.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Abram  Cole,  was 
a native  of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  the  United 
States  located  in  New  Jersey,  on  the  Jersey  Flats, 
where  his  death  occurred.  Her  father,  James  S. 
Cole,  was  born  on  the  Jersey  Flats,  and  when  a 
young  man  took  up  his  residence  in  Salem  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  was  married, 
November  24,  1863,  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Foster,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  Aaron  Gillett, 
a Methodist  Protestant  minister.  Besides  Mrs. 
Carlton  they  have  two  other  children : Hugh  G., 

born  in  December,  1867 ; and  Anna  E.,  wife  of  L. 
M.  Bortree,  of  Clinton,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Carlton  is  a recognized  leader  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Republican  party  in  his  county,  and,  besides 
the  office  he  now  so  acceptably  fills,  he  has  served 
as  township  auditor  in  Salem  township.  Socially 
he  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Patriotic  Order 
Sons  of  America. 

DEACON  BURTON  H.  TIFFANY,  one  of 
the  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturists  of 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a repre- 
sentative of  a prominent  pioneer  family.  His  an- 
cestors settled  in  New  England  at  an  early  date, 
and  John  Tiffany,  his  great-grandfather,  migrated 
from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  to  Pennsylvania  with  a 
party  of  colonists,  a break-down  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  leading  him  to  make  his  per- 
manent home  there.  John  Tiffany  (2),  our  sub- 
ject’s grandfather,  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Wayne 
county.  He  married  Sally  Biglow. 

J.  Sheldon  Tiffany,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Wayne  county  April  22,  1822,  and  is  now 
living  in  retirement  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  a leading  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  serving  as  deacon  and  clerk,  and  he  has 
also  held  numerous  township  offices,  including 
those  of  supervisor,  school  director  and  poormaster. 
His  wife,  Harriet  (Whitney),  was  born  in  Gibson 
township,  November  10,  1828,  daughter  of  Thadeus 
and  Theresy  (Washburn)  Whitney,  both  of  whom 
were  of  good  old  Vermont  stock.  J.  Sheldon 
Tiffany  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children: 
Rupert,  born  July  25,  1848,  is  a farmer  at  Mt. 
Pleasant;  Winfield,  born  March  4,  1851,  is  a 
farmer  at  Poyntelle,  Penn.,  where  he  was  formerly 
engaged  in  merchandising;  Judson,  born  April  1, 
1853,  is  a druggist  and  merchant  at  Mt.  Pleasant; 
Emory,  born  September  21,  1855,  is  a carpenter  and 
mechanic,  residing  at  Alt.  Pleasant ; Burton  H.  is 
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mentioned  more  fully  below ; Charles,  born  No- 
vember 4,  1861,  is  a resident  of  Seattle,  Wash., 
where  he  is  engaged  as  clerk ; Minnie,  born  Jan- 
uary 3,  1865,  is  a stenographer  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ; Fred,  born  March  31,  1868,  is  a merchant 
and  Poyntelle ; Lena,  born  October  25,  1871,  mar- 
ried Herbert  Ivishbaugh,  of  Herrick  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

Deacon  Tiffany  was  born  December  28,  1858, 
at  the  old  homestead  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one.  He  taught  school  for  seven  winters,  one 
term  at  Rileyville,  and  during  the  summers  worked 
at  carpentering.  He  owns  a farm  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, and  in  the  spring  of  1885  settled  upon  an  ad- 
joining farm  of  203  acres,  known  as  the  old  Gil- 
lett  homestead,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general 
farming.  He  is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and, 
politically,  of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  a leading 
worker  in  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  has  held 
the  office  of  deacon  for  three  years.  O11  January 
1,  1885,  he  was  married,  at  the  present  homestead, 
to  Miss  Emma  A.  Gillett,  and  two  children  have 
blessed  their  union:  Ralph,  born  November  26, 

1889.  and  Marion,  born  October  6,  1893. 

Mrs.  Emma  A.  Tiffany  was  born  January  20, 
1861,  at  the  Gillett  homestead,  which  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  Gibson  township.  Willard  Gillett,  her 
grandfather,  was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut, 
and  was  married  there  November  5,  1806,  to 
Eunice  Loomis.  In  1817  he  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  locating  at  the  homestead,  which  he  cleared 
and  improved.  Col.  Jacob  L.  Gillett,  Mrs.  Tif- 
fany’s father,  was  born  at  the  homestead  September 
1,  1817,  and  died  there  December  9,  1891,  his  re- 
mains being  interred  in  Union  Hill  cemetery,  Gib- 
son township.  His  title  was  gained  by  service  in 
a militia  company,  in  which  he  began  as  a private 
and  rose  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  he  held  various 
township  offices,  serving  eighteen  years  as  school 
director.  While  he  was  not  a Church  member,  he 
gave  liberally  to  religious  work,  and  for  many 
years  was  trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Union  Hill.  Being  a gifted  musician,  he  fre- 
quently taught  classes  in  singing,  and  few  men  of 
his  day  and  localitv  were  as  active  as  he  in  promot- 
ing the  general  welfare.  In  politics  he  was  a Repub- 
lican. On  March  20,  1844,  he  was  married,  at  Gib- 
son, to  Miss  Almeda  E.  Parmenter,  and  they  had 
four  children:  Ulrich  B.,  born  January  12,  1845, 

is  a farmer  in  New  Milford  township;  Arietta, 
born  July  7,  1848,  died  October  7,  1852;  William, 
born  August  3,  1857,  died  March  18,  1858;  and 
Emma  A.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Al- 
meda E.  Gillett  was  born  July  20,  1821,  on  a farm 
two  miles  from  the  present  homestead.  Her  fa- 
ther, William  Parmenter,  was  born  in  Vermont, 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  early  manhood, 
and  was  married  there  to  Dirinda  Bennett,  a native 
of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  He  followed  farming 
throughout  nis  life,  and  was  a man  of  influence  in 
the  community,  holding  township  offices  at  times. 


He  died  December  17,  1858,  and  his  wife  died 
December  8,  1863,  their  remains  being  interred  in 
Union  Hill  cemetery. 

JOHN  M.  POLLOCK,  who  has  been  en- 
gaged in  lumbering,  farming  and  dairying  in  Da- 
mascus township,  Wayne  county,  from  an  early 
age,  is  one  of  the  respected  well-to-do  citizens  of 
the  township,  and  stands  prominent  among  its  suc- 
cessful, self-made  men. 

Mr.  Pollock  was  born  July  23,  1846,  in  Sul- 
livan county,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of  Sylvanus  and 
Ruth  (Pittle)  Pollock,  who  had  a family  of  four 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  William  H.  was  born  in 

1840,  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  was  reared  in  Da- 
mascus, Wayne  county,  with  his  uncle,  William 
Pollock,  and  when  a young  man  enlisted  for  serv- 
ice in  the  Civil  war  as  a member  of  the  50th 
N.  Y.  V.  I.,  re-enlisting  after  his  first  term  of  three 
years  expired,  and  served  till  the  close  of  the 
struggle;  he  married  Miss  Frances  Pinder,  of 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  after  residing  in 
Damascus  for  a time  they  removed  to  Callicoon, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
until  his  death,  in  1888;  he  left  a wife  but  no  chil- 
dren. (2)  Hannah  Pollock,  born  in  Sullivan 
county,  in  December,  1842,  came  with  her  mother 
to  Wayne  county  and  grew  to  womanhood  here, 
becoming  the  wife  of  Stephen  Mark,  of  this  coun- 
ty, who  died  a few  years  afterward  leaving  her 
with  one  son,  Leartus ; the  latter  married  Miss 
Annie  Mosier,  and  they  reside  with  their  family 
in  Ralston,  Lycoming  Co.,  Penn.  Mrs.  Mark  mar- 
ried for  her  second  husband  John  Priestley,  of 
Sullivan  county,  who  was  a native  of  England,  and 
they  have  had  eight  children,  of  whom  two,  Fred- 
erick and  Edward,  are  living;  they  also  make  their 
home  in  R.alston,  Penn.  (3)  John  M.  Pollock 
was  next  in  the  family  in  order  of  birth.  (4) 
Anna  Eliza,  the  youngest,  was  born  in  Sullivan 
county,  in  July,  1849,  and  died  in  1856.  Sylvanus 
Pollock  died  when  our  subject  was  three  vears  old, 
and  the  mother  remarried  in  1834,  her  second  hus- 
band being  Jacob  Potter,  of  Damascus,  by  whom 
she  also  had  four  children — Mary  L.,  James  W., 
Andrew  J.  and  Tane  M.  She  passed  away  in  1868. 

John  M.  Pollock  was  reared  in  the  family  of 
William  Rutledge,  of  Damascus  township,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  here. 
But  his  attendance  was  somewhat  limited,  for  he 
began  work  at  an  early  age,  and  he  was  inured  to 
the  duties  of  farm  life  when  a mere  boy.  In  his 
early  manhood  he  was  engaged  in  sawmilling  for 
Mr.  Jacob  Rutledge  for  several  years,  after  which, 
in  partnership  with  the  same  gentleman,  he  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business,  for  seven  years 
running  a notion  wagon  on  the  road,  with  which 
branch  of  the  concern  he  was  principally  occupied. 
By  strict  attention  to  all  the  ins  and  outs  of  this 
business,  and  by  economical  habits  of  living,  he 
managed  to  save  enough  during  this  time  to  en- 
able him  to  branch  out  on  his  own  account,  and  in 
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1877  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Damascus 
township  comprising-  100  acres,  then  known  as  the 
E.  Hicks  property,  on  which  he  has  since  resided. 
This  place  is  now  one  of  the  neatest  and  best-kept 
in  the  township,  and  this  improved  condition  of 
affairs  is  all  the  result  of  the  untiring  energy  and 
good  management  on  Mr.  Pollock’s  part,  for  he 
was  even  obliged  to  clear  the  land  before  he  could 
commence  the  work  of  cultivation.  In  1890  he 
erected  a fine  two-story  residence,  with  all  modern 
conveniences,  and  the  farm  is  provided  with  a 
large  barn,  substantial  outbuildings  of  all  kinds 
and  neat  fences,  systematic  care  and  good  taste 
being  everywhere  evident.  Mr.  Pollock’s  success 
is  certainly  worthy  of  note,  for  as  may  be  seen, 
he  started  in  life  a poor  boy,  and  he  has  attained 
his  present  high  standing  by  thrift  and  careful  man- 
agement of  his  interests,  at  the  same  time  gaining 
and  retaining  a reputation  second  to  none  for 
integrity  and  fairness  in  all  his  dealings.  Mainly 
through  his  efforts  a creamery  was  established  at 
Galilee  in  1898,  and  he  is  president  of  the  board  of 
directors. 

In  September,  1876,  Mr.  Pollock  was  married 
to  Miss  Adaline  Rutledge,  the  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Susan  Rutledge,  prominent  people  of  Damas- 
cus, and  two  daughters  have  blessed  this  union — 
Nettie  E.,  born  September  13,  1878,  and  Annie 
Laura,  born  February  20,  1891.  The  eldest 

daughter  received  her  early  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Damascus,  and  later  attended  the 
Honesdale  high  school,  obtaining  a good  practical 
English  training ; she  is  now  engaged  as  teacher 
in  Damascus  township.  Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pollock  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  Gali- 
lee. He  is  a Prohibitionist  politically,  and  so- 
cially he  unites  with  the  Odd  Fellows  Fraternity, 
holding  membership  in  the  lodge  at  Cochecton,  Sul- 
livan Co.,  N.  Y.  He  has  held  the  office  of  school 
director  one  term,  and  in  1899  was  elected  overseer 
of  the  poor  of  Damascus  township. 

GEORGE  E.  RESSEGUIE  (deceased)  was 
for  some  time  a prominent  and  successful  educator 
and  journalist  of  Susquehanna  county.  He  was 
born  in  Gibson  township,  that  county,  Julv  12, 
1862,  a son  of  Charles  W.  and  Angeline  (Wood- 
ward) Resseguie,  natives  of  Gibson  and  Clifford 
townships,  Susquehanna  county,  respectively.  The 
father  followed  farming  until  the  death  of  our  sub- 
ject, when  he  took  up  the  work  left  by  his  son, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  newspaper  business  until 
he,  too,  was  called  to  his  final  rest.  He  was  born 
June  2,  1834,  and  died  May  21,  1898;  the  wife  and 
mother  was  born  October  21,  1837,  and  died  Au- 
gust 16,  1899,  at  Susquehanna.  In  their  family 
were  only  two  children,  the  younger  being  Ger- 
trude E.,  who  resides  in  Susquehanna. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents,  Fitzpat- 
rick and  Mary  (Tewksbury)  Resseguie,  were  na- 
tives of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
the  former  born  February  13,  1805,  the  latter  Au- 


gust 17,  1813.  They  were  married  October  23, 
1832,  and  died  in  1889  and  April  28,  1876,  respect- 
ively, the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the  old 
Resseguie  cemetery,  in  South  Gibson,  where  their 
deaths  occurred.  The  great-grandfather,  Samuel 
Resseguie,  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  March 
12,  1776,  and  was  married  in  Westport,  that  State, 
November  2,  1797,  to  Freelove  Disbrow,  who  died 
in  South  Gibson,  Penn.,  April  28,  1830,  aged  forty- 
nine  years.  In  Clifford,  Susquehanna  county,  he 
was  again  married,  June  22,  1,831,  his  second  union 
being  with  Mrs.  Nabby  Miller,  widow  of  David 
Miller,  and  daughter  of  Jotham  and  Elsa  Pickrine, 
of  Clifford.  She  was  born  May  4,  1786,  and  died 
in  Lenox,  March  22,  1867.  Samuel  Resseguie 
died  in  South  Gibson  September  12,  1858. 

George  E.  Resseguie,  our  subject,  was  well 
educated,  and  from  the  age  of  sixteen  until  the 
winter  of  1888-89  successfully  engaged  in  teach- 
ing, being  at  different  times  principal  of  several 
graded  schools  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  then 
purchased  the  Susquehanna  Transcript  and  the 
Susquehanna  Ledger , and  was  engaged  in  journal- 
istic work  as  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Transcript 
and  Ledger  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Sus- 
quehanna, June  9,  1891.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  South  Gibson  cemetery.  As  a Repub- 
lican he  took  quite  an  active  and  influential  part 
in  local  politics,  and  socially  he  was  a man  oi 
prominence  in  his  community,  a member  of  Jack- 
son  Lodge,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  the  Odd  Fellows 
Lodge  of  Brooklyn  township. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, Mr.  Resseguie  wras  married,  August  27,  1888, 
to  Miss  Adah  E.  Chamberlin,  and  to  them  came 
one  son,  Wiles  W.,  born  in  Susquehanna  June  1, 
1889.  Mrs.  Resseguie  was  a lady  of  culture  and 
refinement,  and  wxis  also  a successful  and  popular 
teacher,  following  that  profession  from  the  age 
of  nineteen  until  her  marriage,  and  after  her  hus- 
band’s death  again  taught  for  two  and  a half  years, 
in  1893,  1894,  and  a part  of  1895,  being  at  length 
forced  to  resign  her  position  on  account  of  ill- 
health.  She  was  principal  of  the  graded  school 
of  Forest  City  in  1884,  1885  and  1887,  and  after 
her  marriage  often  assisted  her  husband  in  the 
newspaper  office.  She  died  September  10,  1899, 
and  was  buried  in  South  Gibson  cemetery.  Re- 
ligiously she  was  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  of  West  Clifford. 

Pulaski  Wright  Chamberlin,  father  of  Mrs. 
Resseguie,  was  born  in  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  December  30,  1814,  a son  of  Levi 
and  Mary  (Lott)  Chamberlin,  the  former  a native 
of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  the  latter  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of  Ichabod  Lott.  They 
were  married  in  Harford,  Susquehanna  county. 
He  died  in  Dimock  township  in  1876,  his  wife  in 
Lenox  township,  in  1874,  and  both  were  buried  in 
Chamberlin  cemetery,  West  Clifford.  In  early  life 
they  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but 
there  being  no  Church  of  that  denomination  in 
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their  locality  they  afterward  united  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  From  the  age  of  six  years 
until  he  attained  his  majority  Levi  Chamberlin 
lived  in  Gibson  township,  and  from  there  removed 
to  New  Milford  township,  where  he  made  his  home 
until,  in  1819,  he  went  to  Clifford  township. 
In  1824  he  located  on  the  farm  in  Clifford  town- 
ship which  his  grandson,  Charles  P.  Chamberlin, 
now  owns  and  occupies.  His  children  were  Pu- 
laski W.,  father  of  Mrs.  Resseguie;  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Warren  Price;  Azubah,  deceased 
wife  of  Charles  Wilson;  Milo,  who  died  young; 
Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Hiram  Barnum ; Catherine, 
who  died  young;  Diana,  widow  of  Jeremiah  Cole- 
man ; Elvira,  who  lives  with  her  sister  Eunice,  in 
Lenoxville ; Eunice,  wife  of  William  Barber,  a 
farmer  of  that  place ; Levi,  a farmer  of  Silvara, 
Penn. ; Andrew,  a carpenter  of  Hop  Bottom,  Penn.; 
Sarah,  deceased  wife  of  Moses  Cox ; and  Ellen, 
deceased,  who  (first)  married  a Mr.  Babcock,  and 
(second)  a Mr.  Penny.  Wright  Chamberlin,  the 
grandfather  of  these  children,  and  a native  of 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  came  to  Brooklyn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  in  the  spring  of  1795.  The 
following  fall,  after  sowing  some  wheat,  he  went 
through  the  woods  to  the  home  of  ’Squire  Wash- 
burn, to  get  some  chains  mended,  and  on  his  way 
discovered  some  land  in  Gibson  township  which  he 
considered  very  fine.  He  purchased  the  same, 
and  moved  thereon. 

Pulaski  W.  Chamberlin  remained  with  his 
parents  until  seventeen  years  of  age , and  then 
worked  for  neighboring  farmers  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self. At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  took  up  the 
carpenter's  trade,  with  which  he  had  previously 
become  somewhat  familiar,  and  followed  that  voca- 
tion until  he  retired  from  active  labor,  in  1889.  In 
1842,  shortly  after  his  marriage,  he  removed  from 
Dundaff  to  his  farm  in  Clifford  township,  which 
he  had  purchased  in  1840  of  a land  agent  for  the 
Drinker  estate.  At  that  time  only  a small  clearing 
had  been  made,  but  It  is  now  highly  cultivated  and 
well  improved.  Mr.  Chamberlin  built  many  mills, 
houses,  etc.,  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  be- 
sides several  public  buildings,  and  chopped  and 
cleared  many  acres  of  heavy  woodland.  To  be 
near  his  work  he  lived  at  various  places  for  a short 
time.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Republican, 
and  he  creditably  filled  the  offices  of  school  director, 
auditor  and  judge  of  elections.  He  was  a fine  his- 
torian and  a great  reader.  He  was  not  a member 
of  any  Church,  but  was  a Universalist  in  religious 
belief,  and  he  was  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  died  suddenly,  October  28,  1899, 
and  was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  was  married  at  Dundaff,  in 
1839,  to  Miss  Eliza  Brownell,  a native  of  that 
place,  who  died  February  23,  1843,  and  was  buried 
in  the  private  cemetery  of  the  Chamberlin  family- 
in  Clifford  township.  She  left  two  children : 
Edward,  a blacksmith  of  Dimock  Corners ; and 


Eliza,  deceased  wife  of  Joseph  Brundage  On 
January  1,  1845,  in  Benton  township,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Chamberlin  married  Miss  Louisa 
Miller,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Mary  A.,  born  in  1847,  died  at  the 

age  of  nine  months;  Annette  G.,  born  July  22, 
1849,  das  engaged  in  teaching  for  the  past  thirty 
years,  having  taught  every  school  but  one  in  Clif- 
ford township,  and  lives  at  home;  Ella  V.,  born 
May  21,  1852,  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years; 
Charles  P.,  born  March  31,  1855,  is  a farmer  of 
Clifford  township ; Andrew  A.,  born  September  7, 
1861,  is  a farmer,  at  present  on  the  old  Chamberlin 
homestead ; and  Adah  E.,  born  August  6,  1864, 
was  the  widow  of  George  E.  Resseguie,  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  born  in  Clifford  township,  May  17, 
1821,  and  died  July  18,  1899,  being  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Chamberlin  cemetery.  Her  parents  were  Will- 
iam and  Anna  (Baker)  Miller,  of  Clifford  town- 
ship, in  whose  family  were  the  following  children : 
Adam,  who  died  In  Lenox ; Eleanor,  who  married 
Lyman  Bell,  and  died  in  Nicholson,  Penn. ; Louisa, 
Mrs.  Pulaski  W.  Chamberlin ; Emaline,  who  mar- 
ried James  Wilbur,  and  died  in  Factoryville,  Penn. ; 
Ann,  wife  of  Wines  Bennett,  of  Clifford  township ; 
George,  who  died  in  Lenox  township,  Susque- 
hanna county ; and  William,  for  many  years  a 
merchant  in  Carbondale,  who  is  now  retired  from 
business  and  lives  in  Wading  River,  Long  Island, 
New  York. 

FREDERICK  SAUNDERS.  Few  young 
men  of  this  section  are  as  well  known  in  business 
circles  as  is  the  subject  of  this  biography,  a promi- 
nent resident  of  Texas  township,  Wayne  county, 
who  is  the  third  of  his  family  to  conduct  the  old 
Saunders  tannery  in  that  locality.  His  extensive 
dealing  in  wool  and  hides  have  brought  him  a 
wide  acquaintance,  and  while  his  sound,  practical 
judgment  is  recognized  and  appreciated  by  his  busi- 
ness associates,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  gen- 
eral public  for  his  excellent  qualities  as  a citizen. 

He  comes  of  good  old  English  stock,  and  his 
grandfather,  the  late  Samuel  Saunders,  was  born  in 
England  in  March,  1821,  and  came  to  America  in 
1852,  locating  first  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
engaged  in  business  as  a dealer  in  wool  and  hides. 
Finding  the  prospects  favorable,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land for  his  family,  which  consisted  of  his  wife  and 
three  children.  In  1858  he  removed  from  New 
York  to  Tracy ville,  Wayne  county,  where  he  built 
a tannery  and  carried  on  a profitable  business  until 
1897,  on  Christmas  Day  of  which  year  he  passed 
to  his  last  rest.  Soon  after  his  removal  he  built  a 
comfortable  residence  in  Tracyville,  and  his  family 
has  ever  since  been  identified  with  the  best  social 
circles  of  the  village  and  the  neighboring  city  of 
Honesdale.  He  took  keen  interest  in  public  ques- 
tions, and  as  soon  as  the  law  would  permit  him  to 
become  a citizen  of  this  country  he  was  naturalized. 
While  he  was  not  an  office-seeker,  he  did  not  shirk 
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any  public  duty,  and  at  times  he  served  in  positions 
of  trust  in  his  locality,  the  respect  in  which  he  was 
held  in  the  community  making  him  a popular  candi- 
date. For  many  years  he  was  a leading  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Honesdale,  with  which 
his  family  is  still  identified.  His  death  occurred  in 
December,  1897,  and  his  wife  died  in  1894.  Of  then- 
three  children  our  subject's  father,  Frederick  Saun- 
ders, Sr.,  was  the  youngest,  (1)  Charlotte,  born 
in  England,  in  1837,  married  James  Martin,  then  of 
Few  Fork  City  and  later  a resident  of  Tracyville. 
He  died  in  18G0,  and  she  now  resides  at  Honesdale. 
They  had  two  sons,  Frederick  and  John,  who,  at 
the  death  of  their  father,  were  taken  by  their  grand- 
father Saunders.  John  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
and  Frederick,  who  received  an  excellent  education 
at  Wyoming  Seminary,  was  engaged  for  a time  in 
the  tannery  business  with  his  grandfather,  but  in 
April,  1888,  removed  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  where 
he  continued  that  occupation  about  a year.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1889,  he  returned  to  Wayne  county  and  re- 
sumed his  business  there  and  died  May  17,  1898. 
Politically  he  was  an  independent,  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Socially  he  was  prominent  as  a member  of  Free- 
dom Lodge  No.  88,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Honesdale.  In 
1874  he  married  Miss  Minnie  Goodman,  of  Hones- 
dale, who  died  in  California  in  1889.  In  1896  he 
formed  a second  union,  with  Miss  Emma  Neimiller, 
of  Honesdale.  He  has  four  children,  all  by  the 
first  marriage : Charlotte,  who  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  San  Francisco  and  Honesdale,  is  at  home; 
Samuel  is  a glass  cutter  at  White  Mills ; John  is 
employed  in  the  silk  mills  at  New  London,  Conn.; 
and  Agnes  is  at  home.  (2)  Samuel  Saunders,  son 
of  the  late  Samuel  Saunders,  and  an  uncle  of  our 
subject,  is  a resident  of  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
county.  He  married  Grace  Brock,  and  has  five  chil- 
dren. 

Frederick  Saunders,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  1843,  London,  England,  and 
came  to  America  in  boyhood.  In  1865  he  became  a 
partner  with  his  father  in  the  old  tannery  on  Carley 
Brook,  at  Tracyville,  and  continued  in  business 
until  his  death  in  1871.  He  was  a man  of  high  char- 
acter, and  his  patriotism  was  shown  during  the 
Civil  war  by  two  years  of  gallant  service  in  the 
Union  army.  In  1866  he  married  Miss  Annie  Male, 
a native  of  Cornwall,  England,  and  a daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  Male,  now  prominent  residents 
of  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
they  settled  in  1847,  upon  a farm.  She  is  the  only 
daughter,  and  of  her  two  brothers:  (1)  Isaac  is 
the  yard  master  at  Hawley  for  the  Erie  & Wyoming 
railroad,  and  (2)  John,  who  married  Miss  Rebecca 
Bonear,  of  Cherry  Ridge,  resides  at  the  Male  home- 
stead, and  has  one  son — Herbert.  To  Frederick 
and  Annie  (Male)  Saunders  two  children  were 
born,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  younger.  His 
sister  Rose,  who  was  born  at  Tracyville,  in  1869, 
was  reared  by  her  grandfather,  John  Male,  receiv- 
ing a good  education  in  the  graded  schools  of 


Honesdale.  She  was  married,  in  1893,  to  Arthur 
B.  Sliter,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  private  secretary  to  Hon. 
J.  S.  Tassett,  one  of  the  leading  politicians  of  the 
Empire  State.  They  have  one  daughter — Mildred. 
Our  subject's  mother  married  a second  husband, 
J.  B.  Sliter,  of  Waverly,  N,  Y.,  and  they  now  reside 
at  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Sliter  is  deputy  fac- 
tory inspector  of  New  York  State.  They  have  three 
children — Plarold,  Francis  and  Gertrude. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1867,  in  Texas  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  that  locality,  completing  his  studies  in  the  Hones- 
dale high  school.  Desiring  to  learn  the  machinist’s 
trade  he  entered  the  Honesdale  Iron  Works  in  1881 
and  after  two  years  there  he  went  to  Scranton  to 
finish  his  apprenticeship  in  the  shops  of  the  Dick- 
son Manufacturing  Company.  He  followed  his 
trade  for  some  time  in  New  York  City  and  Athens, 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  but  in  1889  he  returned  to 
Tracyville  and  entered  into  partnership  with  his 
grandfather  as  a dealer  in  hides,  skins,  tallow  and 
wool,  and  in  the  wool  pulling  industry.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1897,  he  purchased  his  grandfather’s  interest  in 
the  old  tannery  on  Carley  Brook,  which  is  now  con- 
ducted under  his  own  name.  The  plant  is  most 
advantageously  located,  being  near  the  Honesdale 
depot  of  the  Erie  railroad,  and  he  does  an  extensive 
business,  his  purchases  being  chiefly  made  from 
butchers  in  Wayne,  Monroe  and  Pike  counties, 
Penn.,  and  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Saunders 
is  a Democrat  of  the  old-fashioned  kind,  but  he  is 
not  especially  active  in  partisan  work.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a Methodist,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  congregation  at  Honesdale.  He 
was  married,  in  1890,  to  Miss  Sarah  Campfield, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Abigail  Campfield,  and  his 
pleasant  home  at  Tracyville  is  brightened  by  three 
children:  Clara,  Arthur  and  Frederick  (III). 

GEORGE  FABEL,  a prosperous  and  sub- 
stantial citizen  of  Kellersville,  is  a representative 
of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  honored 
families  of  Monroe  county.  He  was  born  in  Ham- 
ilton township,  July  29,  1853,  a son  of  Flon.  Joseph 
and  Violette  (Metzgar)  Fabel.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  born  Janu- 
ary 12,  1822,  and  when  a lad  of  twelve  years  came 
with  his  parents  to  Monroe  county,  locating  on  a 
farm  in  Hamilton  township,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  called  from  this  life,  December  4,  1885, 
at  the  age  of  nearly  sixty-four  years,  being  laid  to 
rest  in  Mt.  Zion  cemetery.  By  occupation  he  was 
a farmer,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned 
700  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Hamilton  township, 
nearly  all  in  one  body.  He  was  a good  financier, 
for  many  years  was  a director  of  the  Stroudsburg 
National  Bank,  and  was  also  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his  commun- 
ity. Besides  filling  many  of  the  local  offices  of  his 
township,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature 
in  1879,  and  ably  represented  his  district  for  one 
term.  His  father,  George  Fabel,  was  also  a native 
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of  Northampton  county,  whence  he  removed  to 
Monroe  county  at  an  early  day,  and  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming  in 
Hamilton  township.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  Mt.  Zion  cemetery.  In  his  family  were  five 
children,  namely:  Joseph,  Frederick,  Sarah  (wife 

of  George  Bush),  Mary  (wife  of  Andrew  Dreher, 
of  Hamilton  township),  and  George. 

Mrs.  Violette  (Metzgar)  Fabel  was  born  Oc- 
tober 12,  1822,  in  Hamilton  township,  and  there 
died  February  20,  1865.  In  order  of  birth  her 
children  were  as  follows : Mary  E.,  wife  of  S.  S. 

Lech,  a farmer  of  Hamilton  township ; Susan,  wife 
of  Alexander  Flarps,  a merchant  of  the  same  town- 
ship ; Samuel,  who  married  Susan  Fleller,  and  also 
lives  in  Hamilton  township ; Sarah,  wife  of  G.  D. 
Houch,  a farmer  of  the  same  township ; George, 
who  is  mentioned  below;  John,  who  married  Ida 
Kemmerer,  and  operates  the  old  homestead ; An- 
drew, who  married  Amanda  Haney,  and  lives  in 
Canada;  and  Violette,  wife  of  John  Reeser,  a 
farmer  of  Hamilton  township. 

Until  1886  George  Fabel  remained  on  the  old 
homestead,  aiding-  in  its  improvement  and  cultiva- 
tion, and  then  removed  to  his  present  farm,  which 
he  has  since  operated  with  good  success.  He  was 
married  at  Sciota,  Monroe  county,  January  22, 
1880,  to  Miss  Emma  Laufer,  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Lavina  Laufer,  also  natives  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty, where  the  mother  died.  The  father  is  now  liv- 
ing retired  at  Scotia.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fabel 
were  born  five  children,  namely:  Frederick  G.,  Jos- 
eph E.,  Alice,  Violet  and  Steward.  Mr.  Fabel  is  a 
public-spirited,  enterprising  citizen,  and  has  effi- 
ciently served  as  school  director  in  his  district  since 
1895.  He  has  a fine  farm,  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  well  improved  with  good  build- 
ings. Politically  he  is  a supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  religiously  is  an  active 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Reformed  Church 
of  Hamilton,  in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  for 
the  past  ten  years. 

JOHN  T.  DECKER,  a trusted  and  faithful 
employe  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.,  has 
been  connected  with  that  corporation  from  early 
boyhood,  and  since  the  age  of  twenty-four  has  been 
foreman  in  charge  of  the  carpenters  engaged  in 
building  and  repairing  docks  along  the  canal.  He 
is  an  energetic,  progressive  business  man,  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Hawley, 
Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Decker  was  born  July  11,  1828,  near 
Lackawaxen,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  Peter  and 
Lida  (Westbrooke)  Decker,  who  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  New  Jersey,  removing  to  Pike  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  in  1824,  and  there  spending  their  remain- 
ing days.  The  father,  who  was  a carpenter  by 
trade,  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  drafted 
during  the  war  of  1812,  but  sent  a substitute.  He 
was  born  July  4,  1785,  and  died  in  1849,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  four  years  later,  at  the  age  of 


sixty-five  years,  both  being  buried  in  Pike  county. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  of 
Holland  descent,  and  always  made  their  home  in 
New  Jersey.  John  T.  Decker  is  next  to  the  youngest 
in  a family  of  eleven  children,  the  others  being  as 
follows:  Laney,  born  October  1,  1808,  married 

Daniel  Williams,  and  reared  a large  family;  both 
are  now  deceased.  Sally  J.,  born  September  25, 
1810,  married  Samuel  Cole;  both  are  deceased. 
Mary,  born  April  5,  1812,  is  deceased.  Lydia,  born 
March  5,  1814,  and  Isaac  Van  Aughen,  born  July 
19,  1816,  have  passed  away.  Margaret  A.,  born 
June  4,  1818,  married  John  Cambell,  and  after  his 
death  a Mr.  Hoffman,  and  has  not  been  heard  from 
for  some  years.  Elizabeth,  born  June  7,  1819,  has 
also  not  been  heard  from  recently.  Jacob,  born 
February  10,  1822,  and  Benjamin,  born  August  29, 
1826,  are  both  deceased.  Angelia,  born  April  3, 
1831,  died  unmarried. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  never  left  home  until 
after  the  death  of  his  parents.  At  tire  age  of  ten 
years  he  began  driving  a horse  on  the  canal,  being 
thus  employed  for  five  years,  then  tended  docks  on 
the  canal  at  Lackawaxen  for  three  summers,  and 
for  the  same  length  of  time  worked  on  a gravel 
boat.  The  following  three  years  he  was  engaged 
in  building  docks,  and  has  since  had  charge  of  a 
force  of  men  engaged  in  the  construction  and  re- 
pairing of  docks.  With  the  exception  of  one  sum- 
mer spent  in  Missouri,  and  a short  time  engaged  in 
carpentering  in  Orange  county,  N:  Y.,  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  canal  company  from  the  age  of 
ten  years.  Coming  to  Hawley  to  put  in  the  locks, 
he  has  since  made  this  place  his  home,  and  has 
gained  the  confidence  and  resoect  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. He  is  unwavering  in  his  support  of  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has 
never  cared  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  pub- 
lic office. 

In  Pike  county,  Penn.,  Mr.  Decker  was  mar- 
ried, January  18,  1854,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Marshall, 
a daughter  of  Frederick  Marshall,  a native  of  New 
York  State,  who  on  coming  to  Pennsylvania  first 
located  in  Plonesdale,  Wavne  countv,  but  afterward 
made  his  home  in  Pike  county.  Mrs.  Decker  died 
March  22,  1859,  leaving  two  children,  namely: 
Lydia,  born  April  6,  1855,  married  John  Adams, 
a railroad  man  living  in  Meadville,  Penn.,  and  to 
them  were  born  four  children,  two  still  living.  Wil- 
son D.,  born  September  7,  1857,  married  Eva  Mill- 
ham,  and  has  two  children ; he  has  charge  of  the 
shipping  department  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co., 
at  Dunmore,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Decker  was  again  married  June  11,  1862, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Lucy  Jayne,  and 
to  them  were  born  two  children : Horace  W.,  born 

June  2,  1863,  died  October  9,  1863;  and  Freddie 
AV.,  born  September  29,  1865;  died  March  29,  1868. 
Mrs.  Decker  was  born  near  Honesdale,  in  Berlin 
township,  Wayne  county,  in  February,  1836,  a 
daughter  of  Shadrick  and  Betsy  (Gilbert)  Jayne, 
natives  of  New  York  State,  who  after  their  mar- 
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riage  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  locating  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness  near  Plonesdale,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  August  25, 
1845,  aged  fifty-five  years,  his  wife  August  28,  1845, 
aged  forty-seven  years.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  children:  James,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years ; Emaline,  who  married  Brown  Kel- 
lium  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; Seth,  who  died  in 
1895;  Joseph,  who  died  when  young;  Sallie,  widow 
of  Eli  Shaddock,  who  lives  near  Honesdale ; Geprge, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven ; Lucy,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Kazubah  D.,  wife  of  Benjamin  Man- 
derville,  a carpenter  of  Leonardville,  Penn. ; and 
Eunice,  widow  of  Andrew  Janes,  and  a resident  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  The  name  Jayne  was  origin- 
ally spelled  Jans.  Mrs.  Decker’s  great-grandfather, 
Shadrick  Jans,  emigrated  from  England  to  Amer- 
ica very  early  in  the  history  of  this  country,  and 
located  on  what  is  now  the  old  Trinity  Church 
property,  in  New  York  City.  His  two  brothers, 
who  left  England  with  him,  were  drowned  at  sea. 
Mrs.  Decker  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  takes  a leading  and  active  part  in  all 
Church  work. 

DELOS  E.  STONE  is  now  successfully  car- 
rying on  general  farming  and  dairying  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Thompson  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  was  born  in  January,  1863. 
His  father,  Norman  M.  Stone,  was  born  in  the  same 
township,  September  12,  1831,  a son  of  Elson  and 
Elvira  Stone,  natives  of  Vermont  and  early  settlers 
of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  The 
grandparents  had  six  sons — Norman,  Freeman, 
Dayton,  Oscar,  Adelbert  and  Emerson — and  two 
daughters — Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Silas  Gelatt,  of  Sus- 
quehanna, and  Laderna,  wife  of  James  Walker,  of 
Herrick. 

Norman  Stone  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  Thompson  township  and  received  a limited  edu- 
cation. In  June,  1858,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Eliza  A.  Avery,  of  Gibson,  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Dorcas  (Hopkins)  Avery,  natives 
of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  respectively,  and 
pioneers  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
During  the  year  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Stone  bought 
a tract  of  unimproved  land  in  Thompson  township, 
where  he  and  his  wife  commenced  their  married  life 
in  rather  a primitive  manner.  The  small  house 
which  he  erected  at  that  time  continued  to  be  their 
home  until  1885,  when  it  was  replaced  by  a large 
two-story  frame  residence — the  present  home  of  the 
family.  The  father  cleared  and  placed  under  cul- 
tivation many  acres  of  land,  and  erected  thereon 
good  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  making  his 
place  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  the  township.  There 
he  died  in  1896,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  an  upright,  honorable  man, 
and  a faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
with  which  his  widow  has  also  been  connected  for 
a number  of  years.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
was  a Democrat',  and  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens 


of  the  community  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  a num- 
ber of  local  offices.  He  was  a prominent  member 
of  the  Grange  in  Thompson,  was  instrumental  in 
its  organization,  and  the  first  meeting  was  held  at 
his  home.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Delos  E.,  our  subject,  and  Ella — the  latter 

of  whom  secured  an  excellent  education  in  the  pub- 
lic and  select  schools  of  Thompson,  and  for  some 
years  engaged  in  teaching  there ; she  married  Elmer 
Potter,  of  Gibson,  and  died  in  1884,  leaving  no 
children. 

After  attending  the  graded  schools  of  Thomp- 
son Delos  E.  Stone  entered  Lowell’s  Business  Col- 
lege, of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was 
graduated.  Subsequently  he  successfully  taught 
nine  terms  of  winter  school,  while  during  the  sum- 
mer months  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  operation 
of  the  home  farm.  In  December,  1892,  he  married 
Miss  Etta  J.  ITine,  of  Gibson,  a daughter  of  Alfred 
and  Rebecca  Hine.  He  brought  his  bride  to  the  old 
homestead  where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed,  and 
since  his  father’s  death  has  had  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  the  same.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prac- 
tical, progressive  and  energetic  agriculturists  of  the 
community  and  is  meeting  with  well  deserved  suc- 
cess. Three  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and 
wife,  namely : Howard,  who  died  in  infancy  ; Myrl, 
born  in  January,  1894;  and  Ruth,  born  in  January, 
1896. 

Politically  Mr.  Stone  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  In  1894  he  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  peace  in  his  district  for  a term  of  five  years, 
and  most  acceptably  filled  that  office  and  that  of 
town  clerk  and  supervisor  for  one  term  each.  He, 
too,  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Grange,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  highly  esteemed  cit- 
izens of  his  community. 

JOSEPH  S.  FRYER,  the  popular  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Bellemonte  Silk  Mill,  at  Haw- 
ley, Wayne  county,  was  born  in  New  Castle,  Del., 
October  28,  1853,  a son  of  George  and  Elizabeth 
(Wright)  Fryer. 

Our  subject's  father,  a native  of  Preston,  Lan- 
cashire, England,  was  born  August  10,  1818,  and 
came  to  America  with  his  parents,  in  1842,  locating 
in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade,  that  of  machinist.  On  May  4,  1848,  he  was 
married,  in  that  city,  by  Rev.  William  H.  Furness, 
to  Elizabeth  Wright,  who  was  born  April  8,  1813, 
in  Tyldesley,  Lancashire,  England,  and  also  came 
to  America  in  1842  and  located  in  Philadelphia. 
They  made  their  home  the  same  year  in  Camden, 
N.  J.,  returning  to  Philadelphia  in  1849,  and  in  1850 
again  went  to  Camden,  thence  in  1853  moving  to 
New  Castle,  Del.  In  1855  they  removed  to  Sus- 
quehanna, Penn.,  in  1862  to  Stonington,  Conn.,  and 
in  1865  took  up  their  residence  in  Po#  Jervis,  N. 
Y.,  where  Mr.  Fryer  passed  away  July  22,  1890. 
On  July  30,  1890,  the  widow  came  to  Hawley,  Penn., 
where  she  died  August  19,  same  year,  her  death 
being  the  result  of  a fall,  in  which  her  hip  was  frac- 
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tured.  Her  remains  were  taken  back  to  Port  Jer- 
vis, and  she  was  laid  by  the  side  of  her  husband. 
Doth  were  prominent  and  active  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  that  place,  and  the  father,  who 
was  an  accomplished  musician,  a teacher  of  both 
vocal  and  instrumental  music,  was  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  choir.  Politically  he  was  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  having  become  an  Amer- 
ican citizen  October  17,  1854,  at  New  Castle,  Del. 
Socially  he  was  a member  of  Asylum  Lodge  No. 
57,  F.  & A.  M.,  Stonington,  Conn. ; Neversink  Chap- 
ter No.  186,  R.  A.  M.,  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Prospect 
Lodge  No.  187,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Philadelphia,  Penn.; 
Deer  Park  Encampment  No.  46,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  Port 
Jervis;  and  the  A.  L.  H.,  in  Port  Jervis.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fryer's  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and  an 
adopted  daughter,  viz.:  William  W.,  born  May  31, 
1849,  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  died  June  x,  1871,  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Benjamin  G.,  born  January  26, 
1851,  at  Camden,  N.  J.,  is  now  located  at  Hunter’s 
Point,  L.  I.;  Joseph  S.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch;  Elizabeth  Reddish,  adopted  November  5, 
1867,  was  married,  in  1876,  at  Port  Jervis,  to  Al- 
fred Richards,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1894, 
at  Pompton,  New  Jersey. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Joseph  S.  Fryer 
remained  with  his  parents,  and  in  1871  commenced 
learning  telegraphy,  at  Port  Jervis.  The  following- 
year  he  accepted  the  position  of  night  operator  at 
Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  lie  remained 
till  1875,  returning  to  Port  Jervis  when  the  night 
office  was  closed,  and  working  there  as  an  extra 
operator  in  1876.  In  1877  he  was  operator  at  Mast 
Hope,  Penn. ; was  similarly  employed  at  Lordville, 
N.  Y.,  in  1878 ; was  with  the  Erie  Telegraph  Co., 
at  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  in  1879-80;  and  at  Hancock,  N. 
Y.,  in  1881-83.  Returning  to  Hawley  in  December, 
1884,  he  accepted  his  present  position  with  Dexter, 
Lambert  & Co.,  as  assistant  superintendent  of  their 
silk  mills,  in  1887,  a position  he  still  holds.  He 
affiliates  with  the  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Hawley,  and  casts 
his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party. 

On  November  24,  1876,  in  Hawley,  Mr.  Fryer 
was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Oldfield,  Rev.  I.  N. 
Earl,  a Baptist  minister,  performing  the  ceremony, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children : Elizabeth  W., 
born  at  Hawley,  May  19,  1878,  and  Jennie  M., 
born  at  Hawley,  January  15,  1886.  Mrs.  Fryer, 
who  was  a native  of  Hawley,  died  March  23,  1889. 
Her  parents,  James  and  Sarah  (Suthers)  Oldfield, 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, and  on  coming  to  America,  in  1849,  located  at 
Pittston,  Penn.,  whence  they  came  to  Hawley  four 
years  later.  The  father,  who  was  a machinist  by 
trade,  helped  to  put  in  operation  the  first  engine  for 
the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  at  Port  Griffith.  He 
died  in  1876,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  his  wife  in  May 
1897,  aged  eighty-four  years.  Of  their  children, 
Betsy  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  Wagner,  of  Hawley; 
T.  J.  conducts  a harness  store  in  that  place ; Mar- 
tha is  the  wife  of  W.  C.  Case,  of  Sullivan  county, 
N.  Y. ; Selina,  Mrs.  Bone,  is  living  in  West  Pitts- 


ton, Penn. ; and  Hannah  was  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Fryer  was  married  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y., 
November  8,  1890,  to  Margaret  Holden,  Rev.  Mr. 
Taylor,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  officiating. 

JOSEPH  NELSON  BURLINGAME,  a 
a prominent  agriculturist  of  New  Milford  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  the  fortunate  owner  of  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  that  locality,  and  its  value  is 
doubtless  enhanced  in  his  eyes  by  the  fact  that  it 
has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for  years. 

Born  in  New  Milford  township,  June  8,  1839, 
Mr.  Burlingame  comes  of  excellent  ancestry.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Justin  Burlingame,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  made  his  home  in  later 
life  at  Trenton,  Oneida  Co.,  New  York. 

Justin  Burlingame  (2),  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  December  1,  1806,  and  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  in  the  spring  of  1840,  locating  at  the 
present  homestead,  which  then  comprised  158  acres 
and  now  contains  180.  The  land  was  in  a primitive 
state  with  the  exception  of  a few  acres,  and  much 
hard  work  was  ,done  before  it  was  brought  into  its 
present  high  state  of  cultivation.  As  a citizen  Jus- 
tin Burlingame  was  much  esteemed,  and  he  and  his 
wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  Mahala  Chase, 
were  leading  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  for 
many  years.  They  are  both  deceased,  and  their  re- 
mains are  interred  at  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county. 
They  had  two  children:  Joseph  N.,  our  subject; 

and  Charles  H.,  who  was  born  April  23,  1843,  and 
died  May  2,  1864,  unmarried. 

The  Chase  family  is  of  New  England  stock, 
and  Mahala  Chase  was  born  July  31,  1812,  in 
Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  where  her  marriage  oc- 
curred January  1,  1833.  Her  parents,  William  and 
Mary  Chase,  resided  upon  a farm  in  that  county. 
Their  children  were:  Hiram,  Jerome,  Caroline 

(Mrs.  James  Smith),  Martha  (Mrs.  Ira  Ballow), 
Mahala  (our  subject’s  mother),  and  one  whose  name 
is  not  given,  all  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  has  lived  at  the  old  home  farm 
throughout  his  life,  the  management  of  the  place 
devolving  upon  him  as  his  father’s  health  began  to 
fail.  He  takes  an  influential  part  in  local  affairs 
as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  three 
years  he  served  as  school  director.  In  New  Mil- 
ford, he  was  married  to  Miss  Helen  Tallman,  and 
three  children  were  born  of  this  union  : ( 1 ) Ella 

M.,  born  April  12,  1863,  married  John  Williams,  a 
farmer  at  Gibson,  and  has  three  children.  (2) 
Charles  N.,  a sketch  of  whom  follows.  (3)  Emma 
W.  married  Leslie  W.  Gillespie,  a miller  at  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  and  has  three  children.  Mrs.  Helen 
(Tallman)  Burlingame  was  born  in  Wayne  county, 
and  died  in  1891,  her  remains  being  buried  in  the 
Gibson  cemetery.  Her  parents,  Perry  and  Malinda 
(Dix)  Tallman,  removed  from  Wayne  county  to 
Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  day,  and  were 
prominent  among  the  settlers  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship. They  had  seven  children,  as  follows:  Thomas, 
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a resident  of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty; William,  a blacksmith  at  Thompson,  Penn.; 
George  and  John  W.,  deceased ; Elihu,  a physician 
in  Chicago,  111. ; Bud,  a traveling  salesman  residing 
in  Chicago ; and  Helen. 

CHARLES  NELSON  BURLINGAME,  an 
enterprising  and  successful  young  agriculturist  of 
New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  has 
of  late  years  taken  charge  of  the  old  family  home- 
stead, which  he  conducts  with  excellent  results. 

Born  at  the  homestead  September  13,  1867, 
he  is  a son  of  Joseph  Nelson  and  Helen  R.  (Tail- 
man)  Burlingame,  of  whom  an  account  is  given 
above.  Being  reared  to  farm  work,  he  assisted  in 
the  management  of  the  homestead  until  1896,  when 
he  went  to  Lestershire,  N.  Y.,  to  take  a position  in 
a shoe  factory ; but  he  returned  in  the  spring  of 
1899,  and  Uas  since  devoted  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  but  he  has  not 
sought  official  honors.  On  February  16,  1887,  he 
was  married,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Julia 
A.  Tennant,  a native  of  New  Milford  township, 
born  September  8,  1869,  and  they  have  two  sons: 
Louis  Nelson,  born  September  19,  1888;  and  Alvin 
Charles,  born  June  1,  1893. 

BYRON  FOOTE,  deceased.  The  Foote  fam- 
ily is  numerously  represented  in  this  section,  the 
name  being  also  spelled  Foot,  and  from  pioneer  times 
its  members  have  been  noted  for  intelligence,  en- 
terprise and  thrift.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
late  a prominent  resident  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  was  descended  from 
Nathaniel  Foote,  who  emigrated  from  England  in 
1633  and  settled  in  Connecticut.  But  little  is  known 
concerning  him,  but  the  records  of  intervening  gen- 
erations has  been  preserved. 

Nathaniel  Foote  (2),  eldest  son  of  the  pioneer, 
was  born  in  1620  in  England,  and  became  a resi- 
dent of  Wethersfield,  Conn.  He  had  a son,  Daniel. 

Jehiel  Foote,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1682, 
and  made  his  home  in  Stratford,  Connecticut. 

George  Foote,  the  next  in  line  of  descent, 
was  born  in  1721,  and  also  resided  in  Stratford, 
Connecticut. 

John  Foote,  son  of  George,  and  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  born  July  14,  1754, 
and  settled  in  Arlington,  Vt.,  where  he  died  June 
16,  1826,  aged  seventy-two  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1775,  to  Ruth  Searle,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 9,  1756,  and  died  in  Royalton,  N.  Y.,  January 
29,  1846,  in  her  ninetieth  year. 

Belus  H.  Foote,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  July  15,  1788,  and  came  to  this 
section  in  early  manhood,  locating  in  New  Milford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  his  death 
occurred  September  5,  1841.  He  was  married,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1811,  in  Susquehanna  county,  to  Betsey 
Hawley,  who  died  August  3,  1844,  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years.  They  had  the  following  children : Ed- 


win, Norman,  Polly  Ann,  Ellen,  Amanda,  Friend, 
James  R.,  Bettsy,  Statira  B.  and  Silas.  The  only 
survivors  of  this  family  are  Polly  Ann,  who  resides 
in  Rockton,  111. ; and  Silas,  a resident  of  Red  Wing, 
Minnesota. 

Norman  Foote,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
September  7,  1814,  in  New  Milford  township,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  went  to  Lycoming  county, 
Penn.,  where  he  purchased  a farm.  After  three 
years  he  returned  to  his  native  township,  and  set- 
tled at  the  homestead  now  occupied  by  our  subject. 
As  a good  citizen  he  took  an  active  part  in  local 
affairs,  serving  as  school  director  and  in  other 
offices,  and  he  was  much  esteemed  in  the  community. 
He  died  December  31,  1895,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred in  New  Milford  cemetery.  His  widow,  Mrs. 
Lydia  (Lathrop)  Foote,  now  resides  with  our  sub- 
ject. They  were  married  July  13,  1843,  in  Lu- 
zerne county,  and  had  four  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  youngest.  Ada  Jeanette,  born  Au- 
gust 22,  1844,  died  September  3,  1850;  Leslie,  born 
March  3,  1846,  married,  March  10,  1869,  Miss 
Mary  Harper,  and  resides  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where 
he  is  employed  in  his  uncle’s  shoe  factory ; Elmer, 
born  August  6,  1852,  married  Miss  Julia  C.  Ray- 
nor, September  10,  1878,  and  died  October  25,  1879. 
Mrs.  Lydia  (Lathrop)  Foote,  our  subject’s  mother, 
was  a native  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, born  September  20,  1822,  a daughter  of  Rev. 
William  Lathrop,  Jr.,  and  granddaughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Sally  (Brown)  Lathrop,  pioneer  settlers 
on  the  Wyalusing  creek  in  Rush  township.  Her 
father  was  born  in  that  locality,  and  her  mother, 
Sybil  Lathrop,  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  coming 
to  Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  day  with  her 
parents,  Ezekiel  and  Lydia  (Crocker)  Lathrop,  who 
settled  in  Auburn  township. 

Byron  Foote  was  born  February  4,  1856,  at 
the  present  homestead  of  the  family,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
three.  He  then  spent  six  years  as  a traveling  sales- 
man for  W.  C.  Reynolds,  of  Montrose,  a dealer  in 
musical  instruments,  but  he  afterward  engaged  in 
farming,  at  the  homestead,  with  the  exception  of 
two  years  spent  as  traveling  agent  for  the  New 
Milford  Advertiser.  He  passed  away  June  12,  1899, 
after  an  illness  of  three  weeks,  and  was  buried  in 
New  Milford  cemetery.  Politically  he  was  a Pro- 
hibitionist, and  his  devotion  to  his  principles  won 
the  respect  of*  even  his  opponents.  On  September 
6,  1882,  at  Le  Raysville,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  he 
married  Miss  Ida  M.  Reynolds,  who  died  June  22, 
1888,  and  the  only  child  of  the  union,  Florence, 
died  November  29,  1884,  at  the  age  of  six  months. 
On  June  8,  1892,  Mr.  Foote  was  married,  at  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  to  Mrs.  Julia  C.  (Raynor)  Foote, 
widow  of  his  brother  Elmer.  No  children  were 
born  to  this  union.  By  her  first  marriage  Mrs. 
Foote  had  two  daughters,  Minnie  L.  and  Lotta  M., 
who  both  reside  with  her.  Mrs.  Foote  is  a native  of 
Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  James  W.  Raynor,  a well-known 
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clergyman  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  now  residing, 
in  Lu'idgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Pie 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Julia  L. 
Mum  ford,  had  a family  of  nine  children,  viz. : Eliza- 
beth,  who  died  in  infancy;  James  Patrick  Henry, 
born  March  17,  1853,  now  living  in  Carbondale, 
Penn. ; Sarah  Elizabeth  Smith,  born  November  20, 
1854,  living  in  Uniondale,  Penn. ; Samuel  S.,  born 
June  1,  1856,  living  in  Montrose;  Julia  C.,  born  Sep- 
tember 7,  1857,  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary  E.,  born 
January  27,  1859,  living  with  her  parents  m Bridge- 
water;  Emily  A.  Burdick,  born  October  24,  i860, 
living  in  Uniondale,  Penn.;  William  M.,  born  Janu- 
ary O,  1863,  who  died  in  South  Africa  two-  years 
ago  last  January,  and  Anna  J.,  born  March  21, 
1866,  who  died  in  May,  1899. 

JAMES  DANIEL  BEACH,  M.  D.,  who  is 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery  in  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  was  born 
May  7,  1870,  near  Danville,  Montour  Co.,  Penn., 
of  which  county  his  parents,  James  L.  and  Sarah 
J.  (Geist)  Beach,  were  also  natives.  The  mother, 
who  was  a consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died  September  20, 
1896,  aged  sixty-one  years ; the  father,  who  was 
born  August  13,  1827,  is  still  living  in  Montour 
county,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming.  His  po- 
litical support  is  ever  given  to  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Democratic  party.  His  children  were 
Edward  L.,  a bookkeeper,  now  deceased;  Maggie 
J.,  at  home;  and  James  D.,  of  this  sketch. 

Upon  his  father’s  farm  Dr.  Beach  was  reared 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  when  not  attend- 
ing the  local  schools  he  assisted  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm.  He  spent  one  year  in  learning  telegraphy, 
and  for  a year  and  a half  clerked  in  the  drug  store 
of  Dr.  D.  C.  Mebane,  at  Parsons,  Penn.  While 
there  he  contracted  diphtheria,  from  the  effects  of 
which  he  nearly  lost  his  voice.  He  remained  at 
home,  recuperating,  for  some  time,  and  then  en- 
tered Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  where 
he  graduated  in  1895.  He  then  returned  to  Par- 
sons, where  he  engaged  in  practice  until  April  27, 
1896,  when  he  came  to  Waymart.  Here  he  soon 
won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people,  who 
recognized  his  skill  and  ability,  and  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a large  and  profitable  practice. 

Dr.  Beach  was  married,  in  Mooresburg,  Penn., 
December  19,  1895,  to  Miss  Jennie  M.  Bower,  Rev. 
Taylor  performing  the  ceremony.  They  have  one 
son,  Edward  P.  Mrs.  Beach  was  born  in  Moores- 
burg, May  3,  1872,  a daughter  of  Ephraim  and 
Mary  A.  (Taylor)  Bower,  also  natives  of  Moores- 
burg, the  former  of  German,  the  latter  of  English 
descent.  They  still  reside  at  that  place,  where  the 
father  is  engaged  in  blacksmithing,  and  also  oper- 
ates both  a cider  and  chop  mill.  He  was  born  in 
1843,  his  wife  four  years  later.  She  is  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  a 
stalwart  Democrat  in  politics.  Their  children  are  Na- 
thaniel, a cadet  in  the  United  States  Military  Acad- 


emy at  West  Point,  N.  Y. ; Samuel  A.,  of  Prince- 
ton Theological  Seminary ; G.  W.,  of  Mooresburg ; 
Ernest  and  Thomas,  also  of  Mooresburg;  Mrs. 
William  Morrison,  of  Danville;  Bessie  B.,  of  Way- 
mart  ; Alice  and  Mrs.  Mamie  Blue,  of  Mooresburg ; 
and  Jennie  M.,  wife  of  our  subject.  Her  paternal 
grandparents  were  William  and  Catherine  Bower, 
natives  of  Berks  county,  Penn.,  who-  died  in  Mon- 
tour county,  where  the  former  was  employed  for 
many  years  as  a blacksmith  and  wheelwright.  The 
maternal  grandparents  were  William  and  Maria 
Taylor;  he  was  a native  of  England,  and  in  1849 
emigrated  to  New  York.  By  trade  he  was  a brick 
and  stone  mason. 

Politically  Dr.  Beach  follows  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  father,  always  supporting  the  Democratic 
party  by  his  ballot.  Socially  h6  affiliates  with  the 
Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America,  at  Waymart,  and 
in  religious  connection  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  an  act- 
ive and  prominent  member.  In  social  circles  they 
occupy  an  enviable  position. 

CHARLES  LORD,  one  of  the  leading  rail- 
way conductors  residing  in  Matamoras,  Pike  coun- 
ty, is  a worthy  representative  of  a prominent  fam- 
ily of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  founded  there  by  his 
great-grandfather,  John  Lord,  a native  of  England, 
who  crossed  the  Atlantic  at  an  early  day  and  took 
up  his  residence  there.  The  village  of  Lordville, 
Delaware  county,  was  named  in  honor  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  there  our  subject’s  grandparents,  John  and 
Martha  Lord,  spent  their  entire  lives,  the  former 
being  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  Their 
children  were  Richard,  who  married  a Mrs.  Clure; 
Lucinda,  who  married  Amos  O.  Sherwood ; John, 
who  married  Lucinda  Wheeler ; Phoebe,  who  mar- 
ried Erastus  Minor ; James,  who  married  Aimer ine 
Minor ; Hannah,  who  married  Moses  Parks ; and 
Freeman,  father  of  our  subject. 

Freeman  Lord  was  born  in  Lordville,  N.  Y., 
May  3,  1818,  and  there  as  a retired  lumberman  and 
farmer  he  still  makes  his  home.  He  is  a man  of 
considerable  local  prominence,  and  has  been  hon- 
ored with  several  minor  offices.  He  married  Abi- 
gail Kingsbury,  who  was  born  in  Lake  Como, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  May  22,  1822,  a daughter  of 
Charles  and  Gaziah  Kingsbury,  also  natives  of 
Wayne  county,  where  they  remained  throughout 
life,  the  father  being  engaged  in  farming  and  the 
manufacture  of  staves.  In  the  Kingsbury  family 
were  six  children,  the  others  being  William,  who 
married  Mahalia  Woodmansee;  Orange  M.,  who 
married  Sarah  Murray ; David,  who  married  Emily 
Hawks ; Victorine,  who  married  Samuel  Williams ; 
and  Maria,  who  married  Moses  Billings.  Children 
were  born  to  Freeman  and  Abigail'  (Kingsbury) 
Lord  as  follows : Malissa,  who  died  in  January, 

1895,  unmarried,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years;  Jasper, 
who  married  Frances  Kellam,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  stone  business  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Maria, 
wife  of  Mack  Scudder,  a merchant  of  Arnot,  Penn. ; 
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Charles,  our  subject;  Sarah,  wife  of  Ira  B.  Cole,  a 
railroad  conductor,  residing  in  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; John, 
a railroad  man  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  who  married 
Jennie  Burns;  and  Louis  W.,  also  a railroad  man  of 
Port  Jervis,  who  married  Julia  McCann. 

Charles  Lord  was  born  September  2,  1848,  at 
Lordsville,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  on 
the  home  farm  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  his 
majority.  He  then  entered  the  service  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  Co.  as  brakeman,  and  was  promoted  to 
flagman  in  1875,  and  four  years  later  was  made 
conductor,  having  acceptably  filled  that  position  for 
almost  twenty  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Order 
of  Railway  Conductors,  and  in  his  political  affilia- 
tions is  a Republican.  He  is  prominent  socially, 
and  has  many  warm  friends,  who  esteem  him  highly 
for  his  genuine  worth. 

At  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  December  24,  1877,  Mr. 
Lord  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  Reed, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children : Florence  and  Ruth. 

Mrs.  Lord  was  born  in  Minisink,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  August  28,  1855,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Sarah  (Cooper)  Reed,  who  were  born  in  Green- 
ville, N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Middletown,  that  State, 
the  former  in  October,  1879,  aged  forty-five  years, 
the  latter  December  25,  1872,  aged  thirty-nine  years 
and  six  months.  In  early  life  the  father  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming,  but  later  was  a currier  in  a 
tannery.  He  was  a son  of  James  Reed.  Mrs.  Lord 
is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  four  children,  the  others 
being  Hattie,  deceased ; Emma,  wife  of  Cornelius 
Ryan,  of  Port  Jervis ; and  Estella,  wife  of  Herbert 
Johnson,  an  undertaker,  of  Great  Bend,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

LAWRENCE  REDDING,  who  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  highly  respected  and  honored  citi- 
zens of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
passed  away  March  18,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the 
Catholic  cemetery  of  Middletown.  He  was  a native 
of  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  and  a son  of  Lawrence 
and  Ann  (Gaffeny)  Redding,  who  were  life-long 
residents  of  County  Cavan,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed farming  as  a means  of  livelihood,  Their  chil- 
dren were  Hugh,  who  clied  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.;  John,  who  died  in  Ireland;  Lawrence,  our 
subject;  Patrick,  who  married  Ann  O'Rourke  and 
died  in  Rush  township;  James,  who  died  in  Ire- 
land ; and  Ellen,  who  married  a Mr.  Bannon,  and 
both  died  in  Ireland. 

Lawrence  Redding  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  and  in  1835  emigrated  to  America  in  company 
with  his  brothers,  John  and  Hugh.  Here  he  was 
first  employed  on  public  works,  but  having  saved 
sufficient  capital,  he  purchased  a farm  in  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1849,  and  ever 
afterward  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  meeting  with  good  results.  He 
converted  a tract  of  wild  land  into  the  highly  culti- 
vated and  well  improved  farm  on  which  his  family 
now  reside.  He  was  ever  recognized  as  one  of  the 
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most  valuable  and  useful  citizens  of  his  community 
and  his  upright,  honorable  life  gained  for  him  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all'  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  He  was  a devout  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  in  politics  was  a stanch  Democrat. 

In  Choconut  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
Mr.  Redding  was  married,  February  13,  1850,  to 
Miss  Bridget  O’Rourke,  and  the  children  born  to 
them  are  as  follows : James  E.,  who  married  Lavina 
McGee  and  lives  in  Olean,  N.  Y. ; John  T.,  who 
married  Lucy  Farley  and  lives  in  Binghamton,  N. 
Y. ; Kate,  at  home ; Agnes,  wife  of  Hugh  Mulligan, 
a wagonmaker  of  Rush,  Penn. ; Adelia,  deceased, 
who  was  the  first  wife  of  Hugh  Mulligan;  Joseph, 
who  married  Mary  McDonald,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
where  they  now  reside ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  William 
Brutzman,  a farmer  of  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn. ; Edward,  a school  teacher  of  the 
same  township,  who  married  Annie  Fitzgerald,  of 
Middletown,  April  26,  1899,  and  now  resides  on 
homestead ; and  Sarah  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years.  The  family  are  all  communicants  of  the 
Catholic  Church  and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  know  them. 

EDWARD  WILLIAMS  is  a citizen  of  Clif- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  whose  early 
home  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He 
was  born  November  14,  1836,  in  North  Wales,  of 
which  country  his  parents  were  also  natives.  His 
father  died  on  the  ocean  while  making  a voyage  to 
China,  and  later  the  mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Williams, 
came  with  her  children  to  America  and  settled  in 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  She 
finally  came  to  live  with  our  subject,  but  died  at  his 
home  two  weeks  later,  in  March,  1883,  at  the  age 
of  ninety  years,  and  was  buried  in  Maziers  ceme- 
tery, Gibson  township.  The  children  of  the  family 
were  Owen,  who  died  in  Clifford;  John,  who  has 
not  been  heard  from  since  going  to  California  several 
years  ago ; Agnes,  who  married  Evan  Jones,  and 
died  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
William,  who  returned  to  Wales,  where  he  died  in 
comfortable  circumstances;  Edward,  our  subject; 
and  Hugh,  who  was  killed  in  the  West. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Edward  Will- 
iams remained  most  of  the  time  with  his  mother. 
He  located  upon  his  present  farm  on  Welsh  Hill, 
Clifford  township,  in  1862,  and  there  lived  alone 
until  his  marriage.  This  place  comprises  175  acres 
of  rich  and  arable  land,  but  his  landed  possessions 
now  aggregate  400  acres,  including  two  fine  farms 
in  Gibson  township.  Through  his  own  well-direc- 
ted efforts  he  has  achieved  remarkable  success,  and 
has  also  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  those 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact.  He  is 
a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and  has  filled 
the  office  of  school  director  for  three  years.  Fra- 
ternally he  affiliates  with  the  Farmers  Alliance. 

In  Clifford  township,  March  31,  1867,  Mr. 
Williams  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Huldah 
Casterline,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
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five  children,  all  born  on  the  home  farm  in  Clifford 
township.  John,  born  January  27,  i868,_married 
Evalyn  Lowry,  and  is  a school  teacher  and  traveling 
agent  residing  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Charles  B.,  born  August  21,  1872,  married 
Ethel  Rowman  and  is  a farmer  of  Gibson  township ; 
Mary  E.,  born  August  13,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  O. 
W.  Chandler,  a farmer  of  Clifford  township;  and 
Owen  W.,  born  December  12,  1877,  and  Lena  M., 
born  October  11,  1882,  are  both  at  home. 

Mrs.  Williams  was  born  in  Pittston,  Penn., 
June  8,  1850.  a daughter  of  Jason  and  Elizabeth 
(Reeves)  Casterline,  natives  of  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.,  who  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  in  August, 
1850,  and  located  in  Herrick  township,  where  the 
mother  died  February  26,  1874,  aged  forty-eight 
years.  The  father,  who  was  born  March  5,  1822, 
is  now  a retired  carpenter  of  that  township.  They 
had  six  children,  namely : Elsa,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years  ; Huldah,  wife  of  our  subject ; Mary  E., 
wife  of' Titus  Shaffer,  a farmer  of  Ararat  township, 
Susquehanna  county ; John,  a farmer  of  Herrick 
township ; Imogene,  now  Mrs.  Walker,  of  Herrick 
township;  and  Flora  L.,  who  died  young. 

HENRY  R.  BUTLER.  Prominent  among  the 
successful  farmers  and  extensive  stock  raisers  of 
Susquehanna  county  may  be  named  the  subject  of 
this  historical  notice,  whose  home  is  in  Clifford 
township.  Through  his  enterprise,  industry  and 
energy  he  has  gained  a comfortable  competence, 
though  he  started  in  life  for  himself  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr.  Butler  was  born  in  Glamorganshire,  Wales, 
November  16,  1846,  a son  of  William  and  Ann 
(Rodrick)  Butler,  who,  as  farming  people,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  country.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Independent  Church,  and  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  them.  The  father  died  in 
1853,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  the  mother  in  1868, 
aged  sixty-eight.  Their  children  were  Thomas  and 
Ann,  deceased ; Sarah,  wife  of  Thomas  Williams, 
of  Wales ; Thomas,  a farmer  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Penn. ; Joanna,  wife  of  David  Reece,  of  Wales ; 
William,  who  came  to  America,  and  served  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  but  afterward 
returned  to  Wales,  where  his  death  occurred ; David, 
deceased ; Winnie,  wife  of  Thomas  Thomas,  of 
Wales;  and  Henry  R.,  our  subject.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Richard  Butler,  was  also  a farmer  of 
Wales  throughout  life. 

Henry  R.  Butler  remained  with  his  parents  until 
their  deaths,  and  in  1868  came  to  the  United  States 
with  the  hope  of  benefiting  his  financial  condition. 
He  took  up  his  residence  at  once  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  worked 
by  the  month  for  others  for  six  years,  and  then 
purchased  a farm  which  he  operated  until  locating 
upon  his  present  place,  in  1894.  The  latter  is  a 
valuable  tract  of  170  acres,  and  the  former,  which  he 
still  owns,  consists  of  200  acres  of  fine  farming 
land.  He  has  always  given  considerable  attention 


to  stock  raising,  and  in  1886  embarked  in  the  whole- 
sale butcher  business,  selling  his  stock  in  Scranton. 
He  deals  mostly  in  sheep,  lambs  and  calves,  has 
shipped  as  many  as  100  lambs  a week  to  Scranton, 
and  1,300  head  of  all  kinds  of  stock  in  the  same 
length  of  time  during  the  busy  season.  He  has 
made  for  himself  an  honorable  record  in  business, 
and  is  deserving  of  prominent  mention  among  the 
leading  representative  business  men  of  the  county. 
Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  has  most 
efficiently  and  satisfactorily  filled  the  office  of  super- 
visor for  five  years. 

In  Clifford  township,  In  1872,  Mr.  Butler  mar- 
ried Miss  Jane  Thomas,  a native  of  that  township, 
and  a daughter  of  David  E.  and  Elizabeth  Thomas. 
She  died  in  September,  1893,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
one  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  Welsh  cemetery. 
She  left  two  children,  Thomas  and  William,  both  at 
home  with  their  father.  Mr.  Butler  was  again  mar- 
ried, February  21,  1895,  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  his 
second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Anna  D.  (Campbell) 
Thomas.  She  was  first  married  in  Elkdale,  Penn., 
September  16,  1883,  to  John  Thomas,  a brother  of 
our  subject’s  first  wife,  who  died  November  23, 
1890,  aged  forty-two  years,  and  was  also  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Welsh  cemetery,  Clifford  township. 
Mrs.  Butler  was  born  in  Ararat,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, November  18,  1845,  a daughter  of  Sylvanus  H. 
and  Eleanor  (Ogden)  Campbell,  the  former  a native 
of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  the  latter  of  Susquehanna 
county.  When  a small  boy  the  father  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  Sylvanus  and  Mary 
(Rouse)  Campbell,  also  natives  of  Scotland,  who 
arrived  here  in  1810,  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  as  farming  people  in  Herrick  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  Sylvanus  H.  Campbell  was 
also  an  agriculturist.  From  Herrick  township  he 
removed  to  Ararat,  where  he  died  in  1874,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine  years,  his  wife  in  1868,  at  the 
age  of  forty-six,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in 
Ararat  cemetery.  Religiously  they  were  active 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  children  born 
to  them  were  as  follows : Mary  E.,  who  married 
Elijah  Carpenter,  of  Uniondale,  Penn.;  George  and 
Asa,  both  deceased ; Ruphana,  widow  of  Asel  Peck 
and  Clinton  Warren,  and  a resident  of  Herrick 
township;  Anna  D.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Squire,  a 
farmer  of  Virginia ; Harvey,  deceased ; Violetta, 
who  first  married  Charles  Madison,  and  later  Will- 
iam H.  Peter,  and  resides  in  Seattle,  Wash. ; Ella, 
deceased ; and  Mark,  a stationary  engineer  of  Seat- 
tle. Mrs.  Butler’s  maternal  grandparents  were 
Daniel  and  Sarah  (Bloomer)  Ogden,  natives  of 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  early  settlers  of  Ararat 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  form- 
er followed  farming  until  his  death. 

\ 

FRIEND  G.  TINGLEY,  a retired  farmer 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Herrick  township, 
was  born  in  Greenfield  township,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn., 
now  Lackawanna  county,  February  24,  1834,  and  is 
I a son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Clark)  Tingley, 
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the  former  a native  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  the  latter 
of  Danbury,  Connecticut. 

The  Tingley  family  is  of  English  origin  and  its 
progenitor  in  America  came  from  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, in  1692,  and  located  in  Massachusetts.  He 
served  with  distinction  as  an  officer  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, Elkanah  Tingley,  was  also  born  in  Attleboro 
and  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1795. 
Throughout  life  Benjamin  Tingley  followed  farm- 
ing. He  was  born  November  28,  1788,  and  died  in 
April,  1850,  in  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna 
county,  where  he  nad  made  his  home  since  his  mar- 
riage. His  remains  were  interred  in  a private  ceme- 
tery in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  near 
the  old  homestead.  The  mother  died  September  4, 
1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  was  buried 
in  the  new  Clifford  cemetery.  Both  held  member- 
ship in  the  Baptist  Church.  The  children  born  of 
their  union  were  as  follows : Anslev,  born  Decem- 
ber 27,  1832,  died  July  28,  1833;  Friend  G.,  our 
subject,  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Anson  A., 
born  November  30,  1836;  Guilford  S.,  born  Sep- 
tember 13,  1838,  is  a coal  merchant  of  Herrick 
Centre;  Ashford  B.,  born  January  3,  1840,  and 
Sanford  B.,  born  February  18,  1842,  are  Both  farm- 
ers of  Herrick  township ; Sarah  P.,  born  September 
3,  1843,  is  tf>e  wife  of  Russell  Carpenter,  a veteri- 
nary surgeon  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Thomas  J., 
born  November  24,  1845,  is  a machinist  of  Susque- 
hanna ; and  Eliza  H.,  born  February  24,  1847,  is  the 
wife  of  Jerome  Ivishbaugh,  a farmer  of  Herrick 
township.  For  his  first  wife  the  father  married 
Miss  Betsy  Millard,  daughter  of  Solomon  Millard, 
a Revolutionary  soldier  from  Connecticut,  who 
settled  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
in  1796.  Nine  children  were  born  of  that  union, 
namely:  Benajah,  Elkanah,  Joel,  Ransom  E.  and 
George,  all  deceased;  Jeremiah,  a resident  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; Mrs.  Nancy  Roles  and  Mrs.  Zilphia 
Stevens,  both  deceased : and  Julina,  who  married 
Freeman  Tingley  and  resided  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county 
until  her  death. 

During  his  minority,  our  subject  assisted  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm.  He  then  went  to 
Cedar  county,  Iowa,  with  the  intention  of  farming 
there,  but  on  account  of  illness  soon  returned  home 
and  remained  with  his  mother  until  after  his  mar- 
riage. In  April,  1856,  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
he  wedded  Miss  Susan  Gardner,  a native  of  that 
county,  who  died  October  18,  1883,  at  the  age  of 
fortv-four  years,  and  was  buried  in  Clifford  ceme- 
tery. She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Gardner,  a 
farmer  of  Luzerne  countv.  By  that  union  Mr.  Ting- 
ley had  three  children  ; Ida  J.,  born  October  26,  1857, 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  Burns,  a farmer  of  Preston 
township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.;  Frances  A.,  born 
June  14,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Bates,  a farmer 
of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county;  and 
Emma  L.,  born  September  7,  1864,  is  the  wife  of 
Wilfred  Webster,  a painter  and  decorator  of  Scran- 


ton, Pennsylvania.  In  Scranton,  on  March  30,  1886, 
Mr.  Tingley  was  again  married,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Mrs.  Cynthia  (Holdren)  Rhodes,  who  was 
born  in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  county,  April  18, 
1847.  She  first  married  Almon  Rhodes,  by  whom 
she  had  three  children:  Carrie,  born  June  18,  1870, 
is  the  wife  of  Nelson  Tompkin,  a farmer  and  lum- 
berman of  Herrick  township ; Celinda,  born  May  22, 
1873,  is  a trained  nurse  of  Philadelphia ; and  Eugene 
F.,  born  June  16,  1875,  is  a resident  of  Wilkes 
Barre,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Ting-ley’s  parents,  John  and  Rachel  D. 
(June)  Holdren,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and 
Rhode  Island,  respectively,  and  were  married  in 
Wayne  county,  Penn.  The  father  was  an  early  set- 
tler of  Clinton  township,  that  county,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  until  called  from  this  life  in  1866. 
The  mother  died  in  Lackawanna  county,  Penn., 
May  13,  1896,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
She  was  first  married  to  Fisher  Case,  by  whom  she 
had  no  children.  Both  were  sincere  Christians 
and  active  Church  workers.  The  father’s  people  were 
identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  moth- 
er's with  the  Baptist  Church,  and  she  had  two 
nephews  who  were  ministers.  Her  parents  were 
Silick  and  Sally  (Dan)  June,  natives  of  Rhode 
Island  and  early  settlers  of  Abington  Center,  Penn., 
whence  they  later  removed  to  Clinton  township, 
Wayne  county.  Mrs.  Tingley’s  grandparents  were 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  Holdren,  who  were  born  in 
New  Jersey  and  at  an  early  day  removed  to 
Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  The  grandfather 
was  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  a farmer 
by  occupation.  His  father  was  a native  of  Holland. 
Mrs.  Tingley  is  the  oldest  in  a family  of  six  children, 
the  others  being  Sarah,  deceased  wife  of  Charles 
Clark;  Salinda,  deceased  wife  of  Benjamin  Carey; 
Amanda,  deceased  wife  of  P.  G.  Swank ; Herman 
F.,  a resident  of  Forest  City,  Penn. ; and  Emma, 
wife  of  William  Bowen,  of  Carbondale. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Tingley  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  130  acres  in  Herrick  township,  which 
at  that  time  was  entirely  unimproved.  He  erected 
thereon  a good  residence  and  to  its  further  improve- 
ment, development  and  cultivation  he  devoted  his 
energies  until  he  had  laid  aside  business  cares.  He 
weighs  180  pounds  and  is  still  quite  active  for  one 
of  his  age.  He  possesses  considerable  mechanical 
ability  and  manufactures  his  own  pocket  knives. 
He  is  pleasant,  genial  and  affable  and  makes  many 
friends.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a Republi- 
can. Although  not  a member  of  any  Church  he  has 
contributed  to  the  erection  of  the  churches  of  Her- 
rick township  and  gives  his  support  to  every  en- 
terprise for  the  public  good.  His  estimable  wife 
holds  membership  in  the  Baptist  Church  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  its  work. 

ARCHIBALD  WOODWARD.  A high  ideal 
of  citizenship  is  shown  in  the  life  of  this  well- 
known  resident  of  Harmony  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  his  honorable  record  as  a soldier  in 
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the  Civil  war  having  been  gained  while  he  was  still 
in  point  of  years  a mere  boy.  His  later  record  as 
a thrifty  and  successful  agriculturist  is  no  less 
creditable  to  him,  and  his  homestead  near  Canesk°ro 
gives  evidence  of  thoroughly  progressive  manage- 
ment. 

Mr.  Woodward  was  born  April  9,  1846,  in  Sul- 
livan county,  N.  Y.,  and  comes  of  good  Colonial 
ancestry.  William  Woodward,  Sr.,  our  subject  s 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  served 
as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  When  the 
struggle  ended  he  made  his  home  in  the  wilderness 
in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  being  obliged  to  cut  a 
road  in  the  forest  in  order  to  rea£h  Ins  destination 
with  teams.  He  cleared  and  improved  a large  farm, 
where  he  and  his  wife  Betsy  spent  their  remaining 
years.  They  had  one  daughter,  Patience,  and  six  sons, 
of  whom,  William,  Jr.,  our  subject's  father,  was  the 
youngest ; ( 1 ) Charles  married,  and  settled  at  the 
homestead,  and  his  only  son,  Nelson,  now  resides 
there.  (2)  Ambrose  married  and  located  upon  a 
farm  in  Illinois;  he  had  a son,  Nathaniel,  now 
a lawyer  in  that  State.  (3)  Lee  married,  and  made 
his  home  in  Idaho.  (4)  Riley  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  and  was 
killed  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  (5)  Samuel 
married,  and  settled  in  Sullivan  county,  where  he 
still  resides. 

William  Woodward,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  and  reared  in  Sullivan  county, 
where  he  received  a district  school  education.  He 
married  Miss  Margaret  Osterhout,  also  a native 
of  Sullivan  county,  and  located  upon  a tract  of 
wild  land,  which  he  transformed  into  a valuable 
homestead.  In  later  life  he  met  with  an  accident 
which  left  him  lame  for  many  years,  and  he  rhade 
his  home  with  our  subject.  ITis  wife  died  in  1886, 
and  he  survived  her  only  ten  years,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  at  Lanesboro.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Universalist  Church  at  Lanesboro, 
and  were  much  respected  for  their  excellent  quali- 
ties of  character.  Of  their  eight  children : ( 1 ) 
Eliza  married  Frank  Taggett,  of  Binghamton,  and 
d.ied  leaving  three  children — Helen,  wife  of  Silas 
Hulse,  of  New  Jersey;  Jennie,  widow  of  John 
Hartman,  of  Bnghamton ; and  Percy,  a bookkeeper 
in  Binghamton.  (2)  Sarah  married  Finis  Fair,  of 
Smith  county,  Kansas,  who  was  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war  from  New  York  State.  They  have  thir- 
teen children.  (3)  Henry  married  Miss  Susan 
Webb,  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  died  in  Scran- 
ton, leaving  two  children,  Florence  and  Ada,  now 
residents  of  Scranton.  He  then  married  a Miss 
Woodward,  of  Cortland  county,  N.  Y.,  where  is  now 
engaged  in  farming.  By  his  second  marriage  he  has 
two  sons,  Delbert  and  Orie.  (4)  Archibald,  our 
subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  (5)  Phcebe 
married  Frank  Martin,  of  Beaverkill,  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  four  children — 
Frank,  Guy,  Margaret,  and  Mary.  (6)  John  mar- 
ried a Miss  Harper,  of  Iowa,  and  they  now  reside 
in  Newton,  Jasper  county,  la.,  where  he  is  engaged 


in  business  as  a butcher.  They  have  five  children. 
(7)  Mathew  married  Miss  June  Layton,  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  they  now  reside  on  his  farm 
in  Harmony  township.  They  have  four  children 
— Austin,  Monroe,  Louisa  and  Harry.  (8)  Han- 
nah married  Andrew  Patrick,  who  served  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  Spanish  war,  in  the  13th  Regiment  Penn. 
Vol.  Shediedat  Lanesboro  in  1895,  leaving  no  family. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the  old  homestead 
in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  until 
his  enlistment  in  1863  in  Company  H,  143rd  N.  Y. 
V.  I.  He  was  sworn  into  the  service  at  Goshen,  N. 
Y.,  and  joined  his  regiment  near  Chattanooga,  as 
a recruit.  He  served  under  Sherman,  taking  part 
in  the  famous  march  to  the  sea,  but  at  Savannah 
he  was  stricken  with  typhoid  fever,  and  sent  to  a 
hospital  at  David’s  Island,  where  he  was  obliged 
to  remain  until  September,  1865,  five  months  after 
hostilities  ended.  He  then  returned  to  his  native 
county,  where  he  was  married  on  May  15,  1867,  to 
Miss  Hulda  Ingram,  a descendant  of  an  old  Eng- 
lish family,  whose  parents,  Alexander  and  Sarah 
Ingram,  were  well-known  residents  of  Sullivan 
county.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  settled  in 
Rockland,  Sullivan  county,  where  he  bought  a farm 
and  made  some  improvements,  and  for  some  time 
he  devoted  his  attention  to  lumbering'  on  the  Dela- 
ware river  there,  and  in  Pike  county,  Penn.  Four 
years  were  spent  with  Brice  R.  Blair,  railroading 
by  contract  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & West- 
ern railroad  between  Carbondale  and  Scranton, 
Lanesboro  and  Windsor.  In  1875  he  purchased  the 
Ichobod  Read  farm  in  Harmony  township,  which 
he  has  greatly  improved,  clearing  a large  portion 
of  the  farm  and  erecting  substantial  buildings.  Po- 
litically he  is  a strong  Republican,  as  was  his  father 
before  him,  and  he  has  held  the  office  of  supervisor 
of  Harmony  township  one  term,  and  is  one  of  the 
present  school  directors.  While  not  a member  of 
any  denomination,  he  and  his  wife  are  in  sym- 
pathy with  religious  advancement,  and  he  has  given 
liberally  to  Churches  and  Church  work.  Socially 
he  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  Tremain  Post  No.  594,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Lanes- 
boro. Of  his  children,  the  eldest,  John  Y., 
born  March  10,  1868,  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y., 
went  to  Montana  in  1898,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
butchering,  being'  a wide-awake  and  successful 
young  business  man.  (2)  Burt,  born  March  1, 
1870,  in  Sullivan  county,  is  a stone  cutter  in  Har- 
mony township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  married 
Miss  Maud  Sherman,  of  Susquehanna,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Florence  Woodward.  (3)  Orion,  born  on 
the  present  home  April  22,  1876,  and  (4)  Freder- 
ick, born  March  25,  1881,  are  at  home.  (5)  Mary 
died  in  childhood,  (6)  Maggie,  born  at  the  pres- 
ent home  July  3,  1884,  is  a student  of  the  home 
school. 

S.  T.  WHITAKER  (deceased)  was  for  many 
years  a prominent  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Preston  township,  Wayne  county.  He  was  born 
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February  18,  1829,  a son  of  Squire  and  Dorcas 
(Travis)  Whitaker,  the  former  of  whom  was  a na- 
tive of  Delaware  county,  N-  Y.,  but  an  an  early  day 
removed  to  Starrucca,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  reared  his  family,  and  where  he  died  many  years 
ago.  In  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  our  subject 
passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  while 
the  public  schools  afforded  him  his  educational 
privileges. 

In  1850  Mr.  Whitaker  was  married  to  Miss 
Celinda  O.  Mallery,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Chastina  Mallery,  of  Scott  township.  Thomas  Mal- 
lery was  a native  of  Meredith,  N.  Y.,  and  when 
young  came  to  Wayne  county ; his  wife  was 
born  in  Delaware  county,  New  York.  Mrs.  Whit- 
aker is  the  oldest  of  their  fourteen  children,  of 
whom  the  others  are  as  follows : Malissa  J.,  wife  of 
Aaron  Whitaker,  of  New  York;  Adelia  H.,  wife  of 
Bennett  Huftin ; Keziah,  who  married  Lewis  Deck- 
er, of  Pennsylvania,  and  after  his  death  wedded 
Eliel  Burch,  of  New  York  State;  Hester  A.  (de- 
ceased), who  first  married  George  Haines,  who 
lost  his  life  in  the  Civil  war,  after  which  she  mar- 
ried Lafayette  Axtel ; Marian,  wife  of  Robert 
Neild,  of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county;  George 

A. ;  Harrison  T. ; Emeline  O.,  who  married  Ralph 
Morris,  of  Wayne  county,  and  now  lives  in  Sid- 
ney, N.  Y. ; Osnrer  D. ; Brainard ; Ella  M. ; Ira 
D.,  a minister  of  the  Baptist  Church ; and  Thomas 
R.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitaker  began  housekeeping 
in  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  at  the  head  of 
Lizard  Lake,  where  he  purchased  a partially  im- 
proved farm  of  160  acres,  on  which  he  erected  two 
good  dwellings,  one  being  for  his  father  and  moth- 
er, who  were  tenderly  cared  for  by  him  until  their 
deaths.  In  1866  he  purchased  600  acres  of  tim- 
ber land  in  Preston  township,  near  Preston  Park, 
where  he  erected  a sawmill,  and  in  addition  to  clear- 
ing and  developing  his  land  he  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  sawed  lumber.  Upon  the  place  he  built 
a fine  residence  supplied  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments and,  in  fact,  made  it  one  of  the  most  modern 
farms  of  the  locality.  His  labors  were  interrupted 
by  his  services  in  the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  in 
1864  in  the  144th  N.  Y.  V.  I.  and  remained  at  the 
front  until  the  close  of  the  struggle. 

Six  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whitaker.  (1)  Eva  J.,  born  in  May,  1856, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  was  mar- 
ried in  May,  1876,  to  Whitaker  Transue,  of  Ben- 
nettsville,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  she  has  five  children — 
Archer  D.,  Flora  M.,  Lulu,  Glenn  E.,  and  Hazel 

B.  (2)  Zervettie  C.,  born  in  November,  1862,  was 
married  in  July,  1884,  to  Charles  DuMond,  of 
Franklin,  N.  Y.,  who  is  now  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  in  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  where  they  make  their 
home.  Their  children  are  Junius  G.,  and  May 
(an  adopted  child).  (3)  Arvilla  C.  D.,  born  in 
May,  1867,  died  in  1873.  (4)  Vernon  T.,  born  April 
2,  1869,  attended  the  public  schools  and  later  the 
Hancock  high  school.  In  December,  1896.  he  mar- 
ried Ethel  Hawley,  of  Lookout,  Penn.,  and  they  re- 


side in  Preston  township.  (5)  Ella  D.,  born  July 
22,  1872,  attended  the  common  schools  until  thir- 
teen years  of  age  and  then  entered  the  Union 
schools  of  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  where  she  graduated  in 
1892.  She  has  also  been  provided  with  a good  mu- 
sical education,  having  attended  the  International 
Conservatory  of  Music,  New  York  City,  where  she 
received  instruction  in  both  vocal  and  instrumental 
music.  For  ten  years  she  was  a popular  and  suc- 
cessful teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  on  December  29,  1897,  she 
married  George  A.  Briggs,  a Baptist  minister.  (6) 
Virgil  S.,  born  June  23  , 1877.  obtained  his  literary 
education  in  the  schools  of  Hancock  and  Deposit, 
N.  Y.,  and  then  took  a course  in  the  Scranton  Busi- 
ness College.  He  is  now  attending  to  the  lumber- 
ing and  fanning-  interests  of  his  mother. 

Politically  Mr.  Whitaker  was  first  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  on  account  of  his 
views  on  the  temperance  question,  he  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  was  an  earnest 
advocate  of  its  principles.  With  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren lie  held  membership  in  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Starlight,  Wayne  county.  On  October  23,  1888, 
he  passed  peacefully  away  from  earth,  like  one 
fully  conscious  of  meeting  in  a more  sanctified 
place  those  nearest  and  dearest  to  him.  In  his  death 
Wayne  county  lost  one  of  is  most  respected  citi- 
zens and  representative  business  men.  Ardent  and 
constant  in  his  affections  he  was  a devout  husband 
and  father,  and  he  left  his  family  surrounded  by 
all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 
Mrs.  Whitaker,  who  still  survives  her  husband  and 
is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  her,  is  a 
representative  of  an  honored  pioneer  familv  of 
Wayne  county,  her  maternal  ancestors — the  Hom- 
ens — being  among  the  first  settlers  of  Buckingham 
township.  On  both  sides  she  is  descended  from 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock 

JAMES  FREDERICK  CARL.  Success  is 
determined  by  one’s  ability  to  recognize  opportunity, 
and  to  pursue  this  with  a resolute  and  unflagging 
energy.  It  results  from  continued  labor,  and  the 
man  who  thus  accomplishes  his  purpose  usually  be- 
comes an  important  factor  in  the  business  circles  of 
the  community  with  which  he  is  connected.  Mr. 
Carl,  through  such  means,  has  attained  a leading 
place  among  the  representative  men  of  Great  Bend 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  his  well-spent 
and  honorable  life  commands  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  him. 

He  was  born  in  Southeast,  Putnam  county.  N. 
Y.,  February  17,  1847,  and  on  the  paternal  side  is 
of  German  origin,  his  grandfather.  Tames  Carl,  be- 
ing a native  of  Germany.  James  Carl  -was  one  of 
two  brothers,  who  during  the  Revolutionary  war 
were  captured  by  the  British  at  New  York,  and  held 
prisoners  until  exchanged  by  Gen.  Washington. 
Later  he  located  in  Poughkeepsie.  N.  Y.,  where 
William  C.  Carl,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
1 January  2,  1796.  There  he  was  reared,  and  on 
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September  3,  1816,  he  married  Margaret  Clark,  by 
whom  he  had  thirteen  children,  six  01  whom  grew  to 
maturity:  John  C.,  deceased;  Charles;  Caleb  A.  L., 
deceased;  Adelaide  E.  (Mrs.  R.  R.  Horton,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.)  ; Julia  S.,  deceased;  and  Eliza, 
deceased.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Carl  was 
wedded  in  Carmel,  Putnam  Co.,  N.  Y.,  October 
28,  1844,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Foster,  who  was  born  in 
Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn., 
near  the  present  town  of  Hallstead,  in  1807,  a daugh- 
ter of  Asa  and  Anna  (Smith)  Bennett,  pioneers  of 
that  locality.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a sol- 
dier of  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  one  of  the  many 
who  crossed  the  Isthmus  and  went  to  California 
during  the  gold  excitement  in  that  State  in  1849. 
He  was  very  successful  in  his  mining  operations, 
but  returned  to  New  York  in  1851.  His  son  Charles, 
however,  remained  in  California,  and  is  now  a suc- 
cessful business  man  in  San  Francisco.  In  early  life 
the  father  engaged  in  the  harness  trade  in  New 
York  City,  and  became  the  owner  of  a large  amount 
of  real  estate  there,  where  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  coming  to  Great  Bend,  in  1865,  where 
he  purchased  property  and  where  his  wife  also 
owned  a large  amount  of  real  estate,  besides  prop- 
erty in  Dutchess  county,  A.  Y.  Buying  the  Charles 
Dimon  farm,  he  located  thereon,  between  the  bor- 
oughs of  Great  Bend  and  Hallstead,  and  erected 
new  buildings,  making  that  place  their  home  until 
called  to  their  final  rest,  the  father  dying  in  1882, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  the  mother  in  1883,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six.  He  had  by  his  second  wife  two 
children — Foster  C.  and  James  Frederick;  Foster 
C.  was  born  in  Southeast,  Putnam  Co.,  A’.  Y.,  in 
1845,  and  married  Sarah  Dimon,  of  Bradford  coun- 
ty, Penn. ; he  is  now  foreman  for  the  Roberson  Lum- 
ber Co.,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  has  been  a gen- 
eral business  man  of  that  city  for  a number  of  years ; 
he  has  two  daughters — Silence  G.,  wife  of  Walder- 
mar  Tengleson,  a stenographer  of  Binghamton; 
and  Sarah  Helena  is  with  her  parents. 

James  F.  Carl,  the  subject  of  this  review,  re- 
ceived a good  academic  education  in  the  schools  of 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  also  at  Amenia  Semi- 
nary. He  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  for 
a time  he  was  employed  by  the  New  York  & Erie 
railroad.  In  1868  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  R.  Guernsey,  of  Great  Bend,  a daughter 
of  Milo  and  Fidelia  A.  Guernsey,  formerly  of  Wind- 
sor, N.  Y.,  who  were  of  English  descent.  Mrs.  Carl 
was  born  in  1850  and  was  educated  in  the  high 
schools  of  Great  Bend.  Owning  real  estate  in  Great 
Bend,  Mr.  Carl  located  there  after  his  marriage, 
and  on  leaving  the  railroad  managed  his  father's 
farm  for  some  years,  and  was  also  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a retail  coal  dealer  in  the  towns  of  Great 
Bend  and  Great  Bend  Village  (now  Hallstead)  for 
several  years.  In  the  spring  of  1877,  he  moved  to 
the  Black  Hills,  Dakota,  where  he  worked  in  the 
mines,  and  in  the  spring  of  1878  erected  what  is 
to-day  known  as  the  Dakota  Stone  Ware  House. 


He  also  opened  a stone  quarry  for  the  large  mills 
of  Deadwood  and  vicinity,  and  as  a contractor  erect- 
ed many  buildings  at  that  place,  employing  as  high 
as  fifty  men.  Soon  after  completing  his  work  tne 
town  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  out  of  the  two  hun- 
dred buildings  in  the  city  only  four  remained,  being 
his  fire  proof  structures.  He  met  with  most  excell- 
ent success  during  the  four  years  he  remained  in 
Deadwood.  Returning  to  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  in 
1881,  he  located  on  his  father's  old  homestead,  which 
he  now  owns,  and  in  connection  with  its  operation, 
he  has  for  the  past  twenty  years  dealt  in  agricultural 
implements  at  Great  Bend.  He  is  also  an  extensive 
stock  dealer  and  dairyman,  and  has  a large  milk 
trade  in  both  Hallstead  and  Great  Bend. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  have  had  seven  children : 
(1)  Robertine,  born  May  18,  1870,  was  educated  in 
the  high  schools  of  Great  Bend  and  is  now  with  her 
parents.  (2)  F.  William  C.,  born  April  24,  1072, 
is  a graduate  of  the  high  schools  of  that  place,  and 
also  took  a course  in  mechanical  engineering  at 
State  College,  Centre  Co.,  Penn.  For  some  years  he 
has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Com- 
pany as  telegraph  operator  at  Great  Bend,  and  other 
places.  (3)  Milo  G.,  born  October  29,  1875,  was 
educated  in  the  Great  Bend  schools  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; he  married  Blanche 
Pultz  and  has  two  children — Mabel  B.,  and  Anna 
B.  (4)  Annie  M.,  born  January  1,  1882,  is  a student 
in  the  high  school  of  Great  Bend.  (5)  Aaron  B., 
born  June  30,  1885,  died  January  26,  1886.  (6) 
Lee  M.,  born  in  November,  1889,  and  (7)  Eugene 
D.  B.,  born  September  16,  1891,  are  both  at  home. 
All  the  children  were  born  in  Great  Bend. 

Mr.  Carl's  father  was  first  a Whig  and  later  a 
Republican,  and  he,  too,  is  a supporter  of  the  latter 
party.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  Great 
Bend  township  at  the  spring  election  in  1900.  Re- 
ligiously he  and  his  family  are  all  Presbyterians, 
and  socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men,  and  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  both 
of  Great  Bend.  His  beautiful  farm  of  180  acres, 
located  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  river  be- 
tween the  towns  of  Hallstead  and  Great  Bend,  is  one 
of  the  historic  places  of  this  section  of  the  State, 
as  it  was  once  the  site  of  an  Indian  village  and  bury- 
ing- ground,  and  to  this  day  many  arrows  and  other 
Indian  relics  are  still  found  here.  It  is  now  one 
of  the  most  productive,  well  cultivated  and  highly 
improved  farms  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  has 
upon  it  a fine  driving  track  where  all  of  the  fast 
horses  of  this  section  are  speeded.  As  a public 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  Mr.  Carl  has  not 
only  advanced  Ins  own  interests,  but  in  many  ways 
has  materially  aided  in  promoting  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  is  numbered  among  the  most  useful  and 
valuable  men  of  his  community. 

JEFFERSON  GRIFFiS  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  representative  citizens  of  Montrose,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  who  now  devotes  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  real  estate  business.  Many  of  the 
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leading-  enterprises  and  business  interests  of  the 
city  bear  the  impress  of  his  individuality,  and  owe 
not  a little  of  their  success  to  his  ability  and  capable 
powers  of  management. 

Mr.  Griffis  was  born  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  January  12,  1836.  His  par- 
ents, Elisha  and  Lattice  (Blaisdell)  Griffis,  were 
natives  of  New  Hampshire,  but  were  married  after 
coming  to  Susquehanna  county,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  throughout  life.  The 
father  located  here  when  this  region  was  almost  an 
unbroken  wilderness  and  no  roads  had  been  cut 
through  the  forest.  He  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming,  held  a number  of  township  offices,  and 
served  as  postmaster  of  Forest  Lake  for  forty  years. 
He  died  in  March,  1870,  aged  eighty-one  years,  his 
wife  in  February,  1863,  aged  sixty-two,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  cemetery  upon  their 
farm.  In  their  family  were  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  Abner  was  living  retired  in  Montrose  at  the 
time  of  his  death ; Calvin  B.,  a wealthy  retired 
farmer  of  Hancock,  N.  Y. ; Miifon,  who  died  in  Elk 
Lake,  Penn.;  Austin  B..  who  died  in  Forest  Lake; 
Elisha,  Jr.,  a farmer  of  Birchardville,  Susquehanna 
county ; Sally  Ann,  wife  of  E.  B.  Cobb,  a farmer 
of  Montrose;  John  B.,  who  died  in  Montrose;  Jef- 
ferson, our  subject;  the  others  died  in  infancy.  Our 
subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  John  Blaisdell,  came 
from  New  Hampshire  to  Susquehanna  county  at  an 
early  day  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
Jessup  township. 

Jefferson  Griffis  assisted  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm,  attending  school  at  the  Montrose  Acad- 
emy for  a number  of  terms,  after  which  he  was  for 
some  time  under  the  excellent  tutorage  of  Rev. 
Sylvester  Cook,  in  a school  for  boys,  at  Deckertown, 
New  Jersey.  When  twenty-three  years  of  age  he 
went  to  Montrose  and  clerkeci  in  the  mercantile  store 
of  M.  S.  Wilson  & Son,  for  one  year.  After  the 
death  of  his  mother,  he  returned  home  but  after 
spending  one  year  on  the  farm,  he  again  went  to 
Montrose,  where  he  clerked  in  the  store  of  Read, 
Watrous  & Foster  for  several  years.  At  the  close  of 
the  Civil  war  this  firm  was  dissolved,  Messrs.  Wat- 
rous and  Foster  retiring.  At  this  time  Mr.  Griffis 
entered  into  co-partnership  with  S.  M.  Wilson  and 
Fred  R.  Warner,  conducting  a general  merchandise 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Wilson,  Giffis  & 
Warner,  for  a term  of  five  years  or  more,  when  Mr. 
Warner  desiring  to  leave  Montrose,  this  firm  was 
dissolved.  Mr.  Griffis  tiien  entered  the  store  of 
Read  & McKinzie,  and  was  in  their  employ  for  three 
years;  at  the  end  of  that  time,  when  the  junior 
partner  wished  to  leave  Montrose,  Mr.  Griffis  pur- 
chased his  interest,  and  together  with  Mr.  Read 
conducted  the  business  for  five  years,  selling  out  to 
James  J.  Watrous  in  1872.  Subsequently  he  was 
engaged  in  merchandising  with  Simon  M.  Sayre, 
at  Montrose,  for  three  years,  and  then  purchased 
his  partner’s  interest,  being  alone  in  business  for  a 
few  years.  For  one  year  D.  R.  Lathrop  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  they 


sold  the  store  to  M.  E.  Griffis  and  R.  M.  Bostwick. 
Since  then  our  subject  has  given  his  attention  to  his 
real  estate  interests  which  are  quite  extensive.  After 
selling  his  mercantile  business,  he  purchased  9,000 
acres  of  land  near  Fullerton  in  Nance  county,  Neb., 
and  besides  several  pieces  of  property  in  Montrose, 
he  owns  800  acres  of  farming  land  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  He  is  also  a stockholder  in  the 
Forest  Lake  Creamery  Co.,  and  has  been  a stock- 
holder and  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Montrose  for  the  past  twenty  years. 

At  Union,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  September  18, 
1867,  Mr.  Griffis  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  E.  La  Grange,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children:  (1)  Moses  La  Grange,  teller  of  the  First 
National  .Bank  of  Montrose,  married  Louise  Vail, 
only  daughter  of  Dr.  John  D.  and  Margaret  (Es- 
mond) Vail,  natives  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  The  father  be- 
came one  of  the  prominent  physicians  and  honored 
citizens  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  Moses  La 
Grange  Griffis  and  wife  nave  two  children — Francis 
and  John  Vail.  (2)  Gerritt  Miller  died  in  infancy. 
(3)  Andrew  J.  Gerritson  is  engaged  in  clerking  in 
Montrose  and  resides  with  his  parents. 

Mrs.  Griffis  was  born  in  Union,  N.  Y.,  June  2, 
1842,  a daughter  of  Moses  and  Nancy  (Morgan) 
La  Grange,  both  natives  of  that  State,  the  former 
born  in  Broome  county,  the  latter  in  Brooklyn.  In 
early  life  the  father  followed  farming,  but  spent 
his  last  years  in  retirement  from  active  labor.  He 
died  October  13,  1872,  aged  sixty-two  years,  and 
was  buried  in  Union  cemetery.  His  wife  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  and  continues  to 
make  her  home  in  Union,  N.  Y.  Their  children 
were  Marv,  wife  of  our  subject;  Harriet,  a mission- 
ary of  Tripoli,  Syria;  Erwin,  a prominent  coal  and 
lumber  merchant  of  Fullerton,  Neb.;  Ella,  wife  of 
T.  J.  Davis,  an  attorney  of  Montrose.  Penn. ; and 
Fayette,  a prominent  agriculturist  and  stock  deal- 
er of  Genoa,  Neb.  The  La  Grange  family  is  of 
French  origin  and  was  founded  in  America  by  John 
La  Grange  during  the  Huguenot  troubles.  His 
son,  grandson  and  great-grandsor  all  bore  the  name 
of  John.  The  last  was  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Griffis,  and  was  a native  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J., 
from  which  place  he  removed  to  Vestal,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  owned  large  tracts  of  land,  but  never  followed 
farming.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years  and  was  known  as  Squire  La  Grange.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  Halsey.  Mrs.  Griffis’  maternal  grand- 
parents were  David  and  Esther  (Brink)  Morgan, 
natives  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  early  settlers  of 
Brooklyn  township,  Susciuehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
they  continued  to  reside  through  life.  u 

Politically  Mr.  Griffis  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  socially  is  a Master  Mason. 
Although  he  is  not  a member  of  any  Church,  he  is 
a liberal  contributor  and  constant  attendant  at 
Sunday  services.  He  is  a man  of  excellent  business 
and  executive  ability,  whose  sound  judgment,  un- 
flagging enterprise  and  capable  management  have 
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brought  to  him  a well-merited  success.  In  manner 
he  is  pleasant  and  cordial,  which,  combined  with  his 
sterling  worth,  make  him  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Montrose. 

JAMES  P.  DOWD  (better  known  as  Downs), 
who  passed  away  January  7,  1900,  was  an  honored 
and  highly-respected  citizen  of  Oakland  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  For  several  years  prior  to 
his  decease  he  lived  practically  retired  from  active 
business  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Stockport,  Cheshire, 
England,  in  August,  1824,  a son  of  Charles  and  Jane 
(O  Brien ) Dowd,  the  former  a native  of  Connell, 
Ireland,  the  latter  of  County  Clare.  They  were  mar- 
ried m Manchester,  England,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  doing  ail  kinds  of  house  and  fancy 
painting,  and  both  died  at  their  home  in  Stock- 
port.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  their  family 
of  six  children,  the  others  being  as  follows:  (2) 
William,  born  in  Stockport,  in  1827,  served  in  the 
British  army  before  coming  to  this  country,  and 
participated  in  the  Russian  war.  In  1855  he  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  during  his  residence  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  enlisted  in  the  Dnion  army  for  ser- 
vice m the  Civil  war,  taking  an  active  part  in  Sher- 
man’s campaign.  After  the  war  he  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna, Penn.,  where  he  worked  at  the  painter’s 
trade  until  his  death,  which  occurred  very  suddenly, 
in  1868.  (3)  Michael,  born  in  Stockport,  in  1830, 
came  to  America  in  1862,  and  located  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.  At  the  time  of  the  Mormon 
troubles  he  enlisted  in  the  regular  army  under  Gen. 
Warren,  and  was  stationed  on  the  frontier  for  a 
time.  Later  he  re-enlisted  for  the  Civil  war,  becom- 
ing a member  of  Company  D,  83rd  United  States 
Infantry,  and  was  several  times  promoted  for  brav- 
ery. He  died  soon  after  the  war,  in  one  of  the 
Philadelphia  hospitals.  (4)  John,  born  in  1835,  mar- 
ried Susanna  Roach,  of  Stockport,  and  in  1853  they 
came  to  the  New  World,  locating-  in  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  where  they  still  reside.  They  have  two  sons, 
John  and  James.  By  trade,  he,  too,  is  a painter. 
(5)  Jane  married  and  remained  in  Stockport,  Eng- 
land, where  she  is  still  living.  (6)  Mary  wedded  a 
Mr.  Davis,  and  died  in  England,  leaving  one  son, 
now  a resident  of  this  country. 

In  Stockport  James  P.  Dowd  grew  to  manhood, 
and  received  a fair  education.  During  his  youth 
he  learned  the  painter’s  trade  under  his  father,  and 
continued  to  follow  the  same  in  his  native  land  until 
coming  to  this  country.  In  1849  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Egan,  a daughter  of  Peter  and  Annie  Egan, 
of  Stockport.  She  was  born  in  1830,  and  was  reared 
in  Englai|J.  In  January,  1854,  they  sailed  for  Amer- 
ica on  the  "Isaac  Webb,”  which  was  loaded  with  rail- 
road iron  shipped  from  England  to  the  United 
States,  and  in  February  they  landed  in  New  York, 
where  they  made  their  home  until  July,  1855.  Mr. 
Dowd  then  accepted  a position  with  the  Erie  Rail- 
road Co.  , being  employed  on  bridge  and  general 
work  from  New  York  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  for 


one  year  the  family  lived  in  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  finally 
coming  to  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  where  our  subject 
purchased  a residence.  His  name  was  changed  at 
the  time  he  was  employed  by  what  is  now  the  Erie 
Railroad  Co.,  his  name  being  misunderstood  as  a 
train  was  passing,  and  he  was  known  by  the  name 
Downs  ever  afterward, 

Our  subject  was  making  his  home  in  Susque- 
hanna when  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and  in  1862 
he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  177th  P.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Rodgers,  of  Susquehanna,  and  was  sworn  into 
the  United  States  service  at  Camp  Curtin,  Harris- 
burg, where  he  remained  on  detached  duty  in  the 
smallpox  hospital  for  four  months.  He  was  then 
sent  to  the  distribution  camp  near  Washington,  D. 
C.,  and  on  joining  his  regiment  at  Deep  Creek,  near 
Suffolk,  Va.,  he  was  placed  on  duty  as  a volunteer 
scout.  He  went  with  the  regiment  to  Harper’s 
Ferry,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
after  which  he  was  ordered  to  Camp  Curtin  and 
was  there  honorably  discharged,  as  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment had  expired.  He  returned  home,  but  on  Aug- 
ust 13,  1864,  re-enlisted,  in  Company  A,  53rd  P.  V. 
I.,  under  Capt.  Charles  Geiger,  and  was  again 
sworn  into  the  United  States  service  at  Harris- 
burg. The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Second 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen.  Grant,  and 
participated  in  a number  of  engagements,  including 
the  battle  of  Hatcher's  Run,  the  South  Side  Rail- 
road, the  siege  of  Petersburg,  and  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg.  After  Lee's  surrender  Mr.  Dowd 
was  honorably  discharged,  in  May,  1865,  and  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Susquehanna,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  follow  the  trade  of  painting  for  a number 
of  years.  In  1870  he  purchased  a farm  in  Oakland 
township,  which  was  operated  by  his  family,  while 
he  worked  at  his  trade  in  town,  but  for  several  years 
before  his  decease  he  lived  retired,  enjoying  a well- 
earned  rest.  His  death  was  caused  by  apoplexy. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dowd,  only  four  reached  years  of  maturity,  and  two 
are  now  living.  ( 1 ) Daniel,  born  in  Susquehanna, 
married  Margaret  Carroll,  of  Hallstead,  Penn.,  and 
located  at  that  place,  where  his  wife  died  in  1894, 
leaving  one  son,  William.  (2)  Elizabeth,  born  in 
Susquehanna,  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Benedict, 
a railroad  man  of  Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Elmer,  Ward  and  Zilpha.  (3)  Philip, 
born  on  the  old  farm  in  Oakland  township,  was  a 
bright,  promising  young  man,  who  had  many 
friends.  He  entered  the  service  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  and  was  killed  in 
1895,  while  endeavoring  to  pass  between  two  mov- 
ing trains  at  Pine  street  crossing,  in  Hallstead.  4) 
Mary  J.,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, and  married  John  Carnegie,  of  Susquehanna. 
They  resided  at  Stevens  Point,  Penn.,  where  she 
died  leaving  two  children — Theresa,  now  a resident 
of  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; and  James,  of  Susquehanna.  wrho 
is  married  and  has  one  child,  John. 

Religiously  the  family  hold  membership  in  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  politically  Mr.  Dowd  was 
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identified  with  the  Republican  party,  but  he  was 
never  an  aspirant  for  office,  though  lie  took  a deep 
and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  was 
at  one  time  a member  of  Moody  Post  No.  53,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Susquehanna.  He  came  to  this  country,  a 
young  man  full  of  life  and  energy,  determined  to 
make  for  himself  and  family  a home,  and  he  succeed- 
ed beyond  his  expectations.  He  was  a well-informed 
man,  especially  on  all  subjects  pertaining  to  govern- 
mental affairs,  and  was  a student  of  the  great  politi- 
cal questions  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

MRS.  R.  LINDA  HILTON.  Next  to  its  par- 
ents, the  child  in  after  life  has  recollections  of  no 
one  person  so  vivid  as  those  of  the  early  school 
teacher.  Those  recollections  are  usually  pleasant 
and  endearing,  for  tne  relation  between  teacher  and 
pupil  is  distinctively  one  of  encouragement  to 
mental  and  moral  effort.  Few  individuals  perhaps 
: in  Susquehanna  county  are  so  universally  and  lov- 
ingly remembered  as  Mrs.  Hilton,  of  whose  life  a 
brief  outline  is  here  presented.  The  daughter  of  a 
prominent  settler  of  Susquehanna  county,  the  de- 
scendant of  an  early  pioneer  family,  she  in  her 
early  girlhood  felt  a strong  calling  toward  the  pro- 
fession which  for  so  many  years  she  graced  and 
honored  by  her  practical  and  inspiring  work  among 
the  children  of  the  county. 

Mrs.  Hilton  was  born  in  Lathrop  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  October  30,  1853,  a daughter 
of  Horace  and  Roena  (Belcher)  Yeomans.  Hor- 
ace Yeomans  was  a son  of  Samuel  Yeomans,  and  a 
grandson  of  Samuel  Yeomans,  a native  of  England, 

1 who  emigrated  to  Massachusetts,  and  thence  moved 
with  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  to  Connecticut,  where  he 
- died.  Samuel  Yeomans  the  father  of  Horace,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  there  grew  to  manhood,  and 
when  a young  man  came  to  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  married  Huldah 
Tewksbury  and  lived  many  years,  afterward  re- 
moving to  Carbondale,  where  he  died.  They  had 
two  children,  Sarah  (who  married  Dr.  Munger,  of 
Carbondale)  ; and  Horace. 

Horace  Yeomans  was  born  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  December  27,  1817.  He 
learned  the  carpenter  trade,  which  he  followed  in 
connection  with  farming,  purchasing  land  in  Lath- 
rop township.  He  was  married  September  19,  1839, 
to  Miss  Roena  Belcher,  who  was  born  March  28, 
1820,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Fuller)  Bel- 
cher. John  Belcher  was  born  March  17,  1770,  and 
died  March  22,  1853.  By  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth, 
he  had  children  as  follows:  John,  born  October  17, 
1791  ; Catherine,  October  9.  1793;  Elizabeth,  Janu- 
ary 26,  1795;  Mary,  March  16,  1797;  Hiram,  June 
30,  1799;  Ira,  August  16,  1802;  Hannah,  February 
18,  1804;  Michael,  June  27,  1806;  and  Durinda, 
April  9,  1809.  By  his  second  wife,  Sarah,  he  had  two 
children:  William,  born  February  1,  1817,  and 
Roena,  born  March  28.  1820. 

To  Horace  and  Roena  Yeomans  were  born  the 
following  children:  F.  S.,  born  January  28,  1841, 


was  an  engineer  on  the  P.  & R.  road  at  Easton, 
Penn.,  and  was  killed  in  a railroad  accident  Decem- 
ber 15,  1899;  Edward  C.,  born  November  8,  1845, 
is  a farmer  at  Kingsley,  Penn. ; Sarah  A.,  born 
January  5,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  Miles  Grandall,  of 
Hopbottom,  Penn.;  R.  Linda,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  October  30,  1853;  William  H., 
born  July  12,  1856,  is  a resident  of  Harford.  Hor- 
ace Yeomans,  the  father,  died  October  1,  1859.  He 
was  in  his  later  years  a radical  Republican  in  poli- 
tics. The  mother  died  December  17,  1896. 

Mrs.  Hilton  spent  ner  girlhood  days  in  Lathrop 
township,  attended  the  public  schools  at  Factory- 
ville,  also  the  Brooklyn  high  school  and  later 
the  schools  at  Carbondale.  At  the  early  age  of 
fourteen  years  she  began  her  life  vocation,  and  she 
has  taught  in  Lathrop,  Lenox,  Brooklyn,  and  Dim- 
ock townships,  Susquehanna  county,  in  all  forty- 
four  terms.  Going  to  Colorado,  she  taught  school 
in  Denver.  At  Colorado  Springs  she  met  her  hus- 
band, Benford  A.  Hilton,  whom  she  married  at 
Colorado  Springs,  November  30,  1881.  Mr.  Hilton 
is  a native  of  Missouri,  where  for  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  business.  Later  he  located  in  Colorado. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilton  have  one  child,  Clyde  B.,  born 
February  18,  1885.  For  a short  time  they  lived  in  the 
East,  but  Mr.  Hilton’s  business  requires  his  pres- 
ence in  the  West,  and  he  is  now  in  Montana.  Mrs. 
Hilton  returned  to  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  to  take  care  of  her  invalid  mother,  and  she 
has  since  the  death  of  her  mother  remained  on  the 
well-improved  farm  property.  She  still  follows  her 
profession,  besides  supervising  the  work  on  the 
farm,  teaching  school  in  the  vicinity  of  her  com- 
modious and  handsome  home. 

LAWRENCE  DUNN,  who,  after  years  of 
honest  and  faithful  toil  as  a blacksmith,  has  now 
laid  aside  business  cares,  and  is  living  retired  in 
Hawley,  Wayne  county,  was  born  November  4,  1827, 
a son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Dunn)  Dunn,  natives 
of  Ireland,  the  former  born  in  Kings  county,  the 
latter  in  Queens  county.  Both  died  in  Kings 
county,  the  father  in  1853,  aged  forty-nine  years, 
the  mother  in  1847,  in  middle  life.  John  Dunn  fol- 
lowed the  blacksmith’s  trade,  as  did  five  genera- 
tions of  the  family  before  him.  Lawrence  is  the 
eldest  of  their  seven  children,  the  others  being  Mary, 
who  died  in  childhood ; Thomas,  a blacksmith,  who 
died  in  New  York;  Margaret,  widow  of  Michael 
Carr,  and  a resident  of  Honesdale,  Penn.;  Joseph 
and  Eliza,  who  still  make  their  home  in  Ireland ; and 
Bridget,  wife  of  James  Batson,  a farmer  of  that 
country.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents, 
Lawrence  and  Bridget  (Rowe)  Dunn,  and  mater- 
nal grandparents,  Thomas  and  Margaret  Dunn, 
who  were  not  related  to  the  other  .family,  never  left 
the  Emerald  Isle.  The  latter  were  farming  people. 

With  his  father  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  and  soon  became  an 
expert  workman.  Going  to  Dublin,  he  there  worked 
for  three  months,  and  continued  to  follow  his  trade 
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in  different  places  in  his  native  land  until  1848,  when 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  the  hope  of  benefiting 
his  financial  condition.  The  first  three  months  after 
his  arrival  he  spent  in  New  York  City,  and  the  fol- 
lowing ten  months  worked  at  his  trade  in  Mongaup, 
N.  Y.  He  was  then  employed  for  a year  and  a half 
at  Lackawaxen,  Penn.,  and  May  11,  1850,  wit- 
nessed his  arrival  in  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home,  and  where  for  many 
years  he  successfully  conducted  a blacksmith  shop. 
His  untiring  labors  were  rewarded  by  a comfortable 
competence,  which  now  enables  him  to  retire  from 
the  arduous  duties  of  business  life  and  enjoy  a well- 
earned  rest. 

'In  the  Parish  of  Kill,  Kings  County,  Ireland, 
Mr.  Dunn  was  married,  in  1847,  t°  Miss  Mary 
Flanigan,  and  to  them  were  born  two  sons : Joseph, 
a blacksmith  of  New  York,  who  married  Bridget 
Cawley  (now  deceased)  ; and  James,  who  married 
Margaret  Scott,  and  is  engaged  In  blacksmithing 
in  Obert,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Dunn  was  again  married  in 
Hawley,  August  4,  1857,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Doranda  Feely,  a native  of  County  Sligo, 
Ireland.  Six  children  were  born  to  them,  namely: 
Lawrence,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth,  all  deceased ; 
William,  who  married  Anna  Kearney,  and  died  in 
Hawley;  Theressa,  at  home;  and  Francis  B.,  who 
is  engaged  in  business  at  his  father’s  old  stand. 
The  family  are  all  connected  with  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Dunn  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  merits  and  receives  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  has 
many  warm  friends  in  his  adopted  county. 

ASAFIEL  LT.  TUCKER,  owner  of  one  of  the 
many  fine  farms  in  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  a native  of  that  county,  born  in  Herrick 
township,  in  1836. 

Sabin  B.  and  Phebe  (Cudnev)  Tucker,  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  Sul- 
livan county,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  The  father  was 
born  in  1812,  and  was  only  seven  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  Susquehanna  county  by  his  father,  Syrea 
Tucker,  who  settled  in  Herrick  township,  where  he 
opened  up  a farm  and  spent  his  remaining  days. 
By  occupation  he  was  both  a farmer  and  blacksmith. 
In  early  life  Sabin  Tucker  also  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits  in  Herrick  township,  but  in  1843  be 
removed  to  Ararat  township,  and  from  a wild  tract 
of  land  developed  a good  farm  there.  He  died  in  that 
township  in  1894,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  1884. 
To  them  were  born  six  children,  namely:  Alvin  N., 
a resident  of  Thompson,  Susquehanna  county ; Asa- 
hel  U.,  our  subject ; George,  a resident  of  Wisconsin  ; 
Weston,  who  died  in  California;  Christina,  wife  of 
Wallace  Brown,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn. ; 
and  E.  M.,  of  Ararat  township. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  Susquehana  county, 
and  educated  in  the  schools  of  Ararat  township. 
Early  in  life  he  became  familiar  with  all  the  duties 
which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  chose 
that  vocation  as  his  life  work.  In  1858  he  was  united 


in  marriage  with  Miss  Phebe  L.  Van  Horn,  a na- 
tive of  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  a daughter  of  William  and  Betsy  (Kimler) 
Van  Horn,  early  settlers  of  the  county.  Mr.  Tucker 
has  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  es- 
timable wife,  who  passed  away  in  February,  1893, 
leaving  two  children,  namely:  (1)  Ada  married 
Lawrence  Thomas,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  Asa- 
hel,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Robert  Adair;  she  lives 
on  the  home  farm.  By  her  second  union  she  also 
has  one  child,  Sylvan.  (2)  George  is  married,  and 
lives  in  western  Pennsylvania. 

In  1859  Mr.  Tucker  located  upon  his  present 
farm  in  Ararat  township,  where  he  first  purchased 
thirty-five  acres  of  land,  but  has  since  added  to  it 
forty-two  acres,  has  erected  good  and  substantial 
buildings  thereon  and  made  many  other  improve- 
ments, so  that  he  now  has  one  of  the  best  farms  of 
its  size  in  the  locality.  In  his  political  views  he  is 
a Democrat,  and  he  has  most  efficiently  filled  the 
office  of  supervisor  in  his  township. 

DANFORD  S.  WALKER,  a well-known  re- 
tired agriculturist  of  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  one  of  the  most  highly-respected 
residents  of  that  locality.  He  was  born  August  25, 
1826,  in  Ararat  (then  Herrick)  township,  and 
comes  of  good  New  England  stock,  as  the  following 
brief  account  of  his  ancestry  will  show. 

Mr.  Walker’s  paternal  grandparents,  Parley 
and  Rebecca  (Broughton)  Walker,  were  natives 
and  lifelong  residents  of  Connecticut,  the  grandfa- 
ther having  been  a farmer  by  occupation.  Capt. 
Wareham  B.  Walker,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Windham  county,  Conn.,  and  was  mar- 
ried there  to  Hannah  Scarborough,  daughter  of 
Elisha  Scarborough,  of  the  same  State.  In  1816 
Capt.  Walker  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  set- 
tled upon  a farm  in  Herrick  (now  Ararat)  town- 
ship, where  he  died  September  5,  1875,  aged  eighty- 
four  years.  He  was  prominent  in  public  affairs, 
holding  various  offices,  and  served  in  the  war  of 
1812  and  in  the  local  militia  as  captain.  His  wife 
died  March  14,  1880,  aged  eighty-nine  years,  and 
the  remains  of  both  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Gelatt. 
They  had  the  following  children : Alonzo  died  in 
Gibson  township;  Sally,  who  married  Joseph  Wash- 
burn, died  in  Jackson  township;  Don  A.  died  in 
Sullivan  county,  Penn. ; Alia  Ann,  who  died  in 
Jackson,  was  the  wife  of  Oliver  Perry;  Danford  S. 
is  our  subject;  Caroline  died  in  Ararat  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  unmarried ; Elizabeth,  who 
married  (first)  William  Dunn  and  (second)  Charles 
Fletcher,  now  resides  at  Thompson,  Penn.,  and 
Rebecca,  who  married  Alfred  Slocum,  died  in  Ararat 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  The  Scarborough 
family  was  noted  for  the  patriotism  of  its  members 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  Elisha  Scarborough 
and  five  brothers  taking  an  active  part  in  the  strug- 
gle. Each  was  over  six  feet  high  in  his  stocking 
feet,  and  weighed  over  200  pounds. 

Danford  S.  Walker  has  always  been  engaged 
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in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  on  leaving  home,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  worked  on  different  farms 
for  about  seven  years,  spending  the  first  three 
months  with  Oney  Sweet,  of  Gibson  township. 
Later  he  purchased  the  old  family  homestead,  and 
on  March  27,  1861,  lie  took  possession  of  his  pres- 
ent farm,  a well-cultivated  place  containing  fifty- 
eight  acres,  and  abounding  in  springs  and  other 
natural  attractions.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
as  are  all  his  relatives.  O11  September  8,  1853,  he 
was  married,  at  Clifford,  to  Miss  Cordelia  Berry, 
who  was  born  January  10,  1832,  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Oliver  P.  Walker,  an  enterprising  and  successful 
agriculturist. 

Oliver  P.  Walker  was  born  July  22,  1859, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began  teaching  sciiool, 
having  charge  of  the  Rock  School,  in  Gibson  'town- 
ship, tor  two  terms,  and  of  a school  in  New  Milford 
township  one  term.  He  now  operates  the  home- 
stead, but  his  interest  in  educational  affairs  has  not 
ceased,  and  for  three  years  he  served  as  school  di- 
rector. Socially  the  family  is  much  esteemed,  and 
Air.  Walker  is  a member  of  Pluron  Lodge  No.  483, 
1.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Jackson,  of  Samuel  Meredith  En- 
campment No.  174,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Pleasant  Mount, 
Wayne  county,  and  has  been  D.  D.  G.  M.  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Susquehanna  county.  On  April 
4,  1883,  he  married  Miss  Carrie  J.  Everett,  who  was 
born  in  New  Milford,  December  2,  1861,  daughter 
of  Lemuel  S.  and  Helen  (Wilmarth)  Everett,  well- 
known  residents  of  New  Milford,  her  father  being 
a retired  farmer.  Two  children  have  blessed  this 
union:  Dimock  E.,  born  September  19,  1886;  and 

Percy  W.,  bom  November  21,  1889. 

Mrs.  Cordelia  (Berry)  Walker  belongs  to  a 
prominent  New  England  family,  and  her  grand- 
parents, Joseph  and  Mary  (Potter)  Berry,  passed 
their  lives  in  a farming  community  in  Rhode  Island. 
Her  father,  Rhodes  Berry,  was  born  in  Rhode  Is- 
land, but  came  to  Susquehanna  county  early  in  life, 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  Clifford  township,  where 
he  died  April  19,  1855,  aged  fifty-four.  He  was 
married  in  Herrick  township,  to  Dorcas  Dimock,  a 
native  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  who  died  in  Gib- 
son township,  February  21,  1871,  aged  seventy-one 
years.  The  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the 
old  Clifford  cemetery.  They  had  a large  family 
of  children,  as  follows : Mary,  who  married  Ed- 

gar Lamoreaux,  of  Dundafif,  Penn.,  and  died  in 
Dundafif ; Sarah,  who  married  J.  N.  Baker,  and  died 
in  Clifford;  Cordelia,  Mrs.  D.  S.  Walker;  Frances, 
who  died  in  Clifford  township,  unmarried ; Ada- 
line,  wife  of  Rufus  Barnes,  an  insurance  agent  in 
Gibson  township;  Aveline  (twin  of  Adeline),  who 
married  (first)  Timothy  Barnes,  and  (second) 
William  Brady ; Charles,  who  died  at  Ashley,  Penn. ; 
Ann,  who  died  in  Clifford  township,  unmarried ; 
and  George  Rhodes,  who  was  born  September  9, 
1842,  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  general  farming  near  Gelatt. 

Mrs.  Dorcas  (Dimock)  Berry  was  a daughter 


of  Asa  and  Ruth  (Miller)  Dimock,  who  were  resi- 
dents of  Herrick  for  many  years,  and  he  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  by  appointment  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. Pie  died  December  18,  1833,  in  Herrick, 
aged  sixty-one  years.  Asa  Dimock  was  a son  of 
David  and  Sarah  (Green)  Dimock,  of  Connecticut, 
the  former  of  whom  died  February  14,-1832,  aged 
eighty-six  years. 

WILLIAM  F.  CLARK  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Jessup  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  countv.  He  has  been  identified 
with  the  township  for  almost  thirty  years,  and  in  that 
period  has  well  established  his  position  in  society 
as  one  of  its  most  useful  factors. 

Russel  Clark,  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  an  Episcopal  minister  in  London,  England. 
He  had  four  children : George,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
Elizabeth.  Thomas  Llark  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  London,  England,  in  1797,  learned 
the  trade  of  a mason,  and  by  profession  was  a 
musician  and  music  teacher.  About  1828  he  mar- 
ried, in  London,  England,  Miss  Maria  Hughes,  who 
was  born  in  that  city  In  1811,  the  highly-educated 
and  refined  daughter  of  Charles  Hughes,  a promi- 
nent resident  of  the  English  capital.  Her  mother, 
Maria  (Dearborn)  Hughes,  was  a native  of  Paris, 
France.  The  mother  of  our  subject  had  one  sis- 
ter, Jane,  and  two  brothers,  Richard,  a celebrated 
physician,  and  Watson,  author  of  a work  on  mathe- 
matics. In  1830,  about  two  vears  after  his  marriage, 
Thomas  Clark,  with  his  wife  and  son.  Thomas,  Jr., 
sailed  for  America.  Landing  at  Philadelphia,  they 
resided  there  for  a few  years,  and  then  moved  to 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  From  Rochester,  about  1837,  he 
removed  to  the  Welsh  settlement  at  Neath,  Brad- 
ford Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  bought  a farm  in  the 
wilderness,  cleared  up  a home,  and  built  one  of  the 
first  frame  houses  in  that  settlement.  There  his  wife 
died,  February  6,  1843,  aged  thirty-two  years,  and 
was  buried  in  Neath  cemetery.  Thomas  Clark  sub- 
sequently moved  to  LeRaysville,  Bradford  county, 
where  he  died  March  7,  1853,  aged  fifty-six  years. 
He  was  buried  in  Neath  cemetery,  near  the  Welsh 
church.  Mr.  Clark  was  highly  honored  and  re- 
spected where  he  was  best  known,  and  as  a gifted 
musician  and  vocalist  his  contributions  to  the  social 
life  of  the  early  settlements  were  highly  prized. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  intellectual  and  well-in- 
formed people,  and  his  efforts  were  directed  rather 
along  the  lines  of  mental  culture  and  accomplish- 
ments than  toward  the  acquisition  of  property. 
To  Thomas  and  Maria  Clark  were  born  four  chil- 
dren : Thomas,  Elizabeth,  Maria,  and  William  F., 
cur  subject.  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  London, 
died  in  childhood,  at  Rochester.  Elizabeth,  born  in 
Philadelphia,  married  H.  M.  Ranney,  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y.,  moved  to  Reading,  Penn.,  and  thence 
to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  he  was  a real-estate  dealer 
until  his  death,  and  where  his  widow  now  resides ; 
she  has  three  children,  Adelina  Patti,  Maurice  Ma- 
son, and  A.  Vance.  Maria,  born  in  Philadelphia, 
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married  Henry  Tilden,  of  Forest  Lake,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  after  his  death  wedded,  in  1868, 
George  J.  Handrick;  after  the  death  of  her  second 
husband,  on  January  9,  1888,  she  removed  to  Mont- 
rose, where  she  now  resides. 

Mary  Clark,  aunt  of  our  subject,  married  Rich- 
ard Ashton,  in  Gloucester,  England.  They  migrat- 
ed to  America,  settling  first  in  Philadelphia,  and 
thence  removing  to  Neath,  Penn.,  where  they  owned 
and  successfully  conducted  a farm  until  death, 
Richard  Ashton  passing  away  in  1858,  aged  eighty- 
one  years  and  nine  months ; he  survived  his  wife 
some  years.  She  united  with  the  Baptist  Church, 
being  baptized  by  immersion,  through  the  ice,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  To  them  were  born 
six  children : Richard,  Emanuel,  Priscilla,  Maria, 

Susan  and  Harrietta. 

William  F.  Clark,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Pike 
township,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  June  4,  1839.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  four  years  old,  leaving 
him  to  the  care  of  his  father  and  friends,  and  after 
the  death  of  his  father  he  lived  at  the  home  of  the 
renowned  and  lamented  Richard  Ashton,  Jr.,  his 
cousin,  a prominent  cattle  raiser  and  dealer  of  Brad- 
ford county.  Our  subject  attended  school  at  the 
Le  Raysville  Academy,  and  later  at  Franklin  Insti- 
tute, Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  finishing  at  the  Com- 
mercial College  High  School,  Syracuse,  New  York. 

When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  Mr.  Clark  joined 
the  Construction  Corps  of  the  government.  Later 
he  obtained  employment  on  a merchant  ship,  as 
supercargo,  and  visited  nearly  all  the  seaports  then 
in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  government. 
Procuring  a permit  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
enter  the  lines  of  the  army,  he  traveled  extensively 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  then  commanded  by 
Gen.  Grant.  He  sat  in  the  saddle  the  greater  part 
of  six  days,  and  rode  to  all  divisions  of  the  army. 
He  witnessed  the  last  great  battle  which  resulted 
in  the  fall  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  and  saw 
Gens.  Grant  and  Lee  at  Appomattox  Court  House, 
at  the  time  of  the  surrender.  He  participated  in 
the  Grand  Review  of  the  whole  army  at  Washing- 
ton, by  President  Lincoln.  Later  he  traveled  quite 
extensively  over  the  West,  and  once  spent  a short 
time  in  Susquehanna  county,  but  did  riot  locate 
there  permanently  until  1871,  when  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  in  Jessup  township.  He  at  once 
became  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
county,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  citizens  of  his  community.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a Baptist,  and  in  political  sentiment  a 
Democrat. 

At  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  May  3,  1871,  Mr.  Clark- 
married  Miss  Elm'ina  J.  Handrick,  and  to  this  union 
has  been  born  one  son,  Henry  Adolphus,  now  at 
home.  Mrs.  Clark  was  born  on  their  present  farm, 
January  9,  1842,  a daughter  of  Wakeman  C.  and 
L rana  S.  (Stone)  Handrick,  the  former  a native 
of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  the  latter  of  Middletown  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  The  father  came  to 
the  county  with  his  parents  when  a child  of  five 


years,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Middletown 
township,  where  he  later  engaged  in  business  as 
a tanner  and  shoemaker,  having  served  his  appren- 
ticeship with  his  father.  Subsequently  he  operated 
a tannery  upon  his  farm  in  Jessup  township,  where 
he  located  in  1837.  There  he  passed  away  in  1889, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years ; the  mother  died 
in  1896,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  the  Stone  street  cem- 
etery, Forest  Lake  township.  They  were  widely 
and  favorably  known,  and  their  friends  were  many 
throughout  the  county.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: George  J.  (deceased)  married  Mrs.  Maria 

(Clark)  Tilden,  a sister  of  our  subject;  Edgar  L. 
married  Martha  D.  Leet,  and  is  a physician  of 
Friendsville,  Penn. ; Elmina  J.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
j ect,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; Sophrona  L.  is 
the  wife  of  Lester  Turrell,  a farmer  of  Forest  Lake 
township;  Oscar  S.  married  Lila  Turrell,  and  lives 
at  Clark’s  Summit,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Clark's  paternal  grandparents,  William 
G.  and  Betsey  (Carrington)  Handrick,  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and 
continued  to  make  their  home  there  until  1817,  when 
they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  took 
up  their  residence  in  Middletown  township.  There 
the  grandfather  operated  a tannery  and  engaged  in 
farming  for  some  years,  but  was  living  retired  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  having  alreadv  accumulated 
a comfortable  competence.  He  was  a soldier  of 
the  war. of  1812,  and  during  his  entire  residence 
here  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  born 
in  1785,  and  died  May  4,  1866;  his  wife  was  born 
in  1790,  and  died  April  8,  1837.  and  they  now  sleep 
side  by  side  in  the  Stone  Street  cemetery,  Forest 
Lake  township.  To  them  were  born  the  following 
children : Fannie  married  William  Small,  and  died 
December  25,  1828;  William  B.  (deceased)  married 
Sabrina  Sherman;  Orilla  (deceased)  married 
Charles  Birchard ; Wakeman  C.  was  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Clark;  Annis  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Hon. 
I.  P.  Baker,  associate  judge  of  Susquehanna  county; 
Frederick  Henry  (deceased)  married  Abiah  Mott; 
Daniel  T.  (deceased)  also  married;  Eliza  C.  (de- 
ceased) was  the  wife  of  William  Miles ; David  mar- 
ried Cornelia  E.  Webster,  and  is  now  living  retired 
in  Montrose,  Penn.;  Merwin  S.  (deceased)  mar- 
ried Sarah  Barnes;  Mary  L.  (deceased)  was  the 
wife  of  Hubbard  Miles ; Andrew  V.  was  killed  by 
falling  from  a tree,  at  the  age  of  eight  years ; and 
Elizabeth  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

JAMES  K.  SPRY,  who  for  a number  of  years 
prior  to  his  death  lived  retired  in  Waymart,  Wayne 
county,  was  one  of  the  most  loyal  citizens  that 
England  has  furnished  to  the  New  World,  mani- 
festing his  patriotism  for  his  adopted  country  by 
almost  four  years  of  faithful  service  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  Spry  was  born  April  14,  1836,  in  Cornwall, 
England,  a son  of  Walter  and  Patience  (Ivensman) 
Spry,  also  natives  of  that  country,  where  the  grand- 
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parents,  Janies  Spry,  Richard  Kensman  and  their 
wives,  spent  their  entire  lives.  In  1841  the  parents, 

: with  their  children,  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
and  took  up  their  residence  in  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  passed  their  remain- 
ing years.  The  father  was  a skillful  farmer,  a 
man  of  prominence  in  his  community,  and  a Re- 
publican in  politics.  In  religious  belief  he  was 
originally  a Methodist,  but  later  became  a leading 
and  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  were  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Berlin  townsmp  cemetery.  I11  the  family  of  this 
worthy  couple  were  the  following  children : Daniel 
died  m childhood ; Charles  is  a farmer  of  Berlin 
township ; Keziah  is  the  wife  of  George  Oliver,  a 
merchant  of  Beach  Lake,  Wayne  county;  Walter  is 
a farmer  of  Dyberry  township;  Janies  K.  was  next 
in  the  order  of  birth;  Frederick  is  a hardware  mer- 
chant of  Plymouth,  Penn.;  Tamson  is  the  deceased 
wife  of  William  Ellis,  a grain  merchant  living  in 
the  West ; Daniel  is  a retired  druggist  of  Plymouth, 
Penn. ; Anna  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  Budd,  a wagon 
maker  of  New  York;  and  Richard  is  a tinner  of 
Jersey  City. 

Until  seventeen  years  of  age  James  K.  Spry 
remained  under  the  parental  roof,  and  then  worked 
for  neighboring  farmers  until  he  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-five,  after  which  he  was  engaged  at 
painting  and  chair-making  for  a year  and  a half. 
In  November,  1861,  he  laid  aside  all  personal  in- 
terests to-  join  the  “boys  in  blue,”  as  a member  of 
Company  C,  67th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  George 
Erwilder,  of  Philadelphia.  He  participated  in  many 
important  engagements,  including  the  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Winchester,  Mine  Run, 
Harper’s  Ferry,  and  Fredericksburg,  and  at  Win- 
j;'  Chester  was  taken  prisoner,  being  confined  for  some 
! time  in  Libby  Prison  and  at  Belle  Isle,  where  he 
was  nearly  starved  to  death.  Although  he  was 
never  wounded,  he  suffered  greatly  during  his 
prison  life  and  from  exposure,  from  the  effects  of 
which  he  never  recovered.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  July,  1865,  and  was  granted  a pension. 
For  five  years  he  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
recuperating,  and  then  went  to  Susquehanna,  Penn., 
where  he  worked  for  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.  for  a 
year  and  a half.  Going  to  Wyoming,  Penn.,  he  con- 
ducted a meat  market  there  for  the  same  length  of 
time,  but  in  that  venture  lost  $1,000.  He  then  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  painting  until  1887,  when  owing 
to  ill  health  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  up.  From 
1883  until  his  death,  November  16,  1899,  he  made 
his  home  in  Waymart,  where  he  lived  practically  re- 
j tired  at  his  elegant  residence. 

On  September  25,  1865,  in  Honesdale,  Mr.  Spry 
was  married,  by  Rev.  Cole,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
minister,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Chubb.  She  was  born 
in  Oregon  township,  Wayne  county,  July  6,  1846, 
a daughter  of  Walter  and  Margaret  (Histed) 
Chubb,  the  former  a native  of  Pancrosswick,  Devon- 
shire, England,  the  latter  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 
The  father  was  born  July  12,  1812,  was  a farmer 


by  occupation,  and  was  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Oregon  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  held 
a number  of  local  offices.  He  died  there  January 
5,  1893 ; Mrs.  Spry’s  mother,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 22,  18 — , is  stdl  living,  and  now  finds  a pleas- 
ant home  with  our  subject.  She  is  a daughter  of 
| Rev.  Richard  Histed,  a Methodist  Episcopal  min- 
ister, of  England,  who  came  to  this  country  at  an 
early  day.  Walter  Chubb  (Mrs.  Spry’s  paternal 
grandfather)  remained  in  England,  where  he  fol- 
lowed blacksmithing  as  a life  work. 

To  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Spry  were  born  the 
following  children:  James  E.,  who  died  in  the 

Union  army  during  the  Rebellion;  William  H.,  su- 
perintendent of  the  iron  works  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Sarah  A.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Margaret  M.  and 
Hannah  M.,  who  both  died  unmarried ; Richard 
N.,  deceased ; Mary  E.,  deceased  wife  of  E.  Gon- 
sallaus,  a railroad  man  of  Waymart,  Wayne  county; 
Walter,  a railroad  man  of  Scranton;  Charles,  de- 
ceased; Stephen,  a railroad  man  of  Waymart;  Rich- 
ard I.,  a barber  of  Waymart;  and  George  W.,  a 
railroad  man  of-  Olyphant,  Pennsylvania. 

From  1871  Mr.  Spry  was  an  honored  member 
of  Lodge  No.  323,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Susquehanna, 
and  since  attaining  his  majority  he  has  been  a stal- 
wart supporter  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  a progressive  citizen,  tak- 
ing a deep  and  commendable  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs, and  does  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the 
general  welfare  of  the  community  where  he  lives. 

SANFORD  B.  TINGLEY  is  one  of  the  leading 
and  successful  agriculturists  of  Herrick  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  Energy,  close  application,  per- 
severance and  good  management — these  are  the  ele- 
ments which  have  entered  into  his  business  career 
and  crowned  his  efforts  with  prosoerity. 

Mr.  Tingley  was  born  in  Greenfield  township, 
Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  now  Lackawanna  County,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1842,  and  is  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza- 
beth (Clark)  Tingley,  the  former  a native  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  the  latter  of  Danbury,  Conn.  The 
Tingley  family  is  of  English  origin  and  its  progeni- 
tor in  America  came  from  Manchester,  England, 
in  1692,  and  located  in  Massachusetts.  He  served 
with  distinction  as  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Elkanah 
Tingley,  was  also  born  in  Attleboro  and  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1 795-  Throughout 
life  the  father  followed  farming.  He  was  born  No- 
vember 28,  1788,  and  died  in  April,  1850,  in  Green- 
field township,  Lackawanna  county,  where  he  had 
made  his  home  since  marriage.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  a private  cemetery  in  Clifford  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  near  the  old  homestead.  The 
mother  died  September  4,  1878,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years,  and  was  buried  in  the  new  Clifford 
cemetery.  Both  held  membership  in  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  children  born  of  their  union  were  as 
follows : Ansley,  born  December  27,  1832,  died 
July  28,  1833;  Friend  G.,  born  February  24,  1834, 
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is  a farmer  of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; Anson  A.,  born  November  30,  1836;  Guilford 
S.,  born  September  13,  1838,  is  a coal  merchant  of 
Herrick  Centre;  Ashford  13.,  born  January  3,  1840, 
is  a farmer  of  Herrick  township ; Sanford  B.,  our 
subject,  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth ; Sarah  P.,  born 
September  3,  1843,  is  the  wife  of  Russell  Carpenter, 
a veterinary  surgeon  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Thomas 
J.,  born  November  24,  1845,  is  a machinist  of  Sus- 
quehanna; and  Eliza  H.,  born  February  24,  1847, 
is  the  wife  of  Jerome  Kishbaugh,  a farmer  of  Her- 
rick township.  For  his  first  wife  the  father  mar- 
ried Miss  Betsey  Millard,  a daughter  of  Solomon 
Millard,  a Revolutionary  soldier  from  Connecticut 
who  settled  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  in  1796.  Nine  children  were  born  of  that 
union,  namely:  Benajah.  Elkanah,  Joel,  Ransom  E. 
and  George,  all  deceased ; Jeremiah,  a resident  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Mrs.  Nancy  Roles  and  Mrs. 
Zilphia  Stevens,  both  deceased;  and  Julina,  who 
married  the  late  Freeman  Tingley  and  resided  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Harford  township.  Susque- 
hanna county,  until  her  death." 

At  the  age  of  eight  years  Sanford  B.  Tingley 
left  home  and  went  to  live  with  Deacon  Freeman 
Tingley,  with  whom  he  remained  for  eight  years, 
and  then  worked  as  a farm  hand.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  learned  tne  blacksmith's  trade  at  Her- 
rick Centre  and  later  followed  that  occupation  at 
Clifford  Corners,  Herrick  Centre  and  Scranton. 
He  also  worked  in  the  scale  shop  at  Great  Bend, 
Penn.,  for  a time.  He  first  came  to  Herrick  town- 
ship April  18,  1871,  and  in  1874  again  located 
here,  coming  from  Clifford.  For  three  years  he 
conducted  a blacksmith  shop  in  Herrick  Centre, 
and  then  retired  from  the  business  and  has  since 
engaged  in  farming  upon  his  present  place,  where 
he  owns  120  acres  of  fine  land.  He  still  does  his 
own  blacksm'ithing,  and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appear- 
ance of  his  place  indicates  his  careful  supervision  and 
good  business  ability.  He  is  a trustee  and  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and  a Democrat  in  politics. 

Mr.  Tingley  was  married  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  August  21,  1869,  by 
Elder  Lamb,  a Baptist  minister,  to  Miss  Amy  Odell, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Benjamin,  now  de- 
ceased ; and  one  that  in  infancy.  The  wife  and 
mother  was  a native  of  Clinton,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
and  a daughter  of  Field  and  Mary  Odell.  She 
died  in  1874,  aged  twenty-seven  years  and  was 
fiuried  in  Clinton.  On  August  4,  1875,  in  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Tingley  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Follet,  and  to  them  were  born  two 
children : Arthur  L.,  at  home ; and  Lizzie  I.,  now  the 
wife  of  Winfield  Carpenter,  a carpenter  of  Union- 
dale,  Penn.  Mrs.  Tingley  was  born  in  Harford 
township,  September  15,  1845,  a daughter  of  Ovid 
and  Luraina  (Barnes)  Follet,  natives  of  Harford 
and  Gibson  townships,  respectively.  Both  died  in 
the  former  township,  the  father  in  1868,  aged  sixty- 
one  years,  the  mother  in  1893,  aged  eighty-two,  and 
they  were  laid  to  rest  in  Gibson  cemetery.  He  fol- 


lowed farming  and  held  township  offices.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  family  were  Sebastian,  who  died  young ; 
Virgil,  deceased ; Corintha,  deceased  wife  of  Will- 
iam Clark  ; Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Taber  Lewis  ; 
Julia,  wife  of  Asher  Tingley,  a farmer  of  Herrick 
township ; George,  a farmer  of  Conesus,  N.  Y. : 
William,  a furniture  dealer  and  undertaker  of 
Factoryville,  Penn.;  Emma,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Henrietta,  who  died  unmarried ; Edgar,  who  was 
killed  in  a sawmill  at  Ararat,  Penn. ; and  Ezra, 
deceased.  Mrs.  Tingley’s  paternal  grandparents 
were  Warren  and  Patty  (Tingley)  Follet,  natives 
of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  and  early  settlers  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  the  former  being  one  of  the 
nine  partners  in  Harford.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents, Ezekiel  and  Betsy  (Belcher)  Barnes,  were 
also  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna  county. 

GEORGE  B.  SMITH,  a well-known  painter  of 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  and  one  of  the 
gallant  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil 
war,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in 
1837,  in  Brooklyn,  now  Lathrop  township. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Elihu  Smith,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  in  1805,  a son  of  Elihu  and  Eliza 
Smith,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Nutmeg  State, 
and  in  1814  removed  from  Stockton,  Conn.,  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  locating  in  the  woods  of  Brook- 
lyn township,  where  Mr.  Smith’s  grandfather  began 
the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  a farm.  He 
died  in  that  township  April  14,  1849,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  some  years  later.  Our  subject’s  father 
was  reared  to  farm  life  in  Susquehanna  county, 
and  continued  to  live  on  the  old  homestead  until 
within  a few  years  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
the  home  of  our  subject,  in  Montrose,  in  1889. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Matilda 
Tewksbury,  died  in  Lathrop  township  in  1876,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  She  was  born  in  Brook- 
lyn township,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Tewksbury,  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  that  township,  who  there  died. 
George  B.  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  six  children, 
two  sons  and  four  daughters,  the  others  being  as 
follows : Paulina  is  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Sha}q  of 
Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county;  Mary  is  a 
resident  of  Forest  City,  the  same  county;  Fannie 
married  J.  W.  Larrabee.  and  died  in  Great  Bend ; 
Mrs.  Marilla  Herrick  makes  her  home  in  Mont- 
rose; and  William  P.  enlisted,  June  21,  1864,  in 
the  4th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (he  died  in 
1872,  at  his  home  in  Lathrop). 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Lathrop  township, 
George  B.  Smith  grew  to  manhood,  his  literary 
education  being  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  neighborhood.  In  1862  he  offered  his  services 
to  his  country  to  aid  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion, 
enlisting  in  Company  B,  17th  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, which  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  at  Harrisburg,  and  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  While  stationed  at  Camp  Curtin 
Mr.  Smith  was  taken  ill,  and  was  confined  in 
City  Hospital  with  typhoid  fever;  he  was  honor- 
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ably  discharged  March  7,  1863.  He  then  returned 
to  his  home  in  Lathrop  township,  but  on  January 
31,  1864,  he  re-enlisted,  for  three  years,  this  time 
joining  Company  D,  4th  New  York  Heavy  Artil- 
lery. He  enlisted  in  Marathon  township,  Cortland 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  proceeded  to  Elmira,  that  State,  and 
from  there  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  on  to  Fort 
Ethan  Allen.  On  March  4,  1864,  he  started  with  his 
command  on  the  march  to  Alexandria,  marching 
sixteen  miles  the  first  day.  From  Gen.  Meade’s 
headquarters  he  went  to  Culpeper,  Va.,  where  he 
was  taken  ill  with  rheumatism  and  sent  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  and  later  to  David’s  Island,  New  York 
Harbor.  When  he  had  sufficiently  recovered  he 
carried  the  hospital  mail  for  Wards  9,  10,  3 and  4. 
He  was  honorably  discharged,  at  that  place,  and  re- 
turned to  his  old  home  in  Lathrop  township.  In 
1874  he  removed  to  Montrose,  where  he  has  since 
successfully  engaged  in  the  painting  business. 

In  Lathrop  township,  in  i860,  Air.  Smith  wed- 
ded Miss  Mary  A.  Lindsey,  a native  of  Susquehanna 
county,  and  a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Phoebe 
(Knight)  Lindsey,  natives  of  Vermont  and  Penn- 
sylvania, respectively,  and  pioneers  of  Springville 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  The  mother  died 
in  i860,  and  the  father  in  1896.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  were  born  six  children,  namely:  James,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Montrose;  G.  W,  who  is 
married  and  lives  in  Owego,  N.  Y. ; Charles  Ed- 
ward, who  is  married  and  lives  in  Binghamton,  N. 
Y. ; Mrs.  Eva  Smith,  a resident  of  Montrose ; W. 
P.,  of  Owego,  N.  Y. ; and  Arthur,  at  home.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  in  Lathrop  township.  In  1873, 
and  Mr.  Smith  was  again  married,  in  Montrose, 
in  1875,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Brown,  a native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Harriet  (Mead)  Brown,  the 
former  of  whom  passed  his  life  in  Orange  county, 
dying  in  1870.  The  same  year  the  widow  came 
with  her  children  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  she  passed  away  here  in  1879.  Her  father, 
Amos  Mead,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  died  in  1897,  aged  ninety-one 
3’ears. 

Mr.  Smith  takes  an  active  interest  in  political 
matters,  and.  always  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 
He  is  an  honored  member  of  Four  Brothers  Post 
No.  453,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  one  of  the  worthy  and 
highly-esteemed  citizens  of  Montrose. 

LEVERETT  BARNEY  AVIS  was  formerly 
one  of  the  most  energetic  and  enterprising  farmers 
of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  en- 
joyed more  than  ordinary  success,  but  is  now  re- 
tired from  active  labor,  having  accumulated  a com- 
fortable competence  which  enables  him  to  spend  his 
declining  days  in  ease  and  quiet,  surrounded  by  all 
the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

The  Kingdom  of  Holland,  which  has  given  to 
the  world  one  of  its  hardiest  races  of  people,  shel- 
tered the  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject.  His 
grandfather,  Leverett  Avrist  (as  the  name  was  orig- 


inally spelled)  spent  his  entire  life  in  Amsterdam.  The 
father,  Leverett  B.  Avrist,  was  born  in  Amsterdam, 
and  in  early  manhood  ran  away  from  home  and 
came  to  America,  to  avoid  serving  in  the  army  of 
his  native  land.  He  located  in  Connecticut,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  engaged  in  shoe- 
making. There  he  married  Miss  Ruth  Hummis- 
ton,  who  was  born  in  that  State,  of  English  ances- 
try. He  died  in  1828,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  she 
in  1878,  at  the  age  of  eightv,  and  both  were  laid 
to  rest  at  Hamden,  Conn.  They  were  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  most 
estimable  people.  Their  children  were  Henry  S., 
a soldier  of  the  Mexican  war ; George,  who  died  in 
1868;  Louis,  who  died  in  New  Haven,  Conn.; 
Leverett  B.,  our  subject;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Samuel 
Baldwin,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.;  Jerry,  deceased; 
William,  who  died  during  the  Rebellion;  and  Eliza, 
deceased  wife  of  George  Shelly. 

Air.  Avis,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch, 
was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  left  home  and 
came  to  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. 
He  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  May  10,  1812, 
and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  In  this  State 
he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  until  his  marriage, 
on  September  7,  1841,  in  Rusn  township,  to  Miss 
Cordelia  Comstock,  a natiye  of  ATorth  Avon,  Mass., 
and  a daughter  of  Elisha  and  Polly  A.  (Waterman) 
Comstock.  The  children  born  of  this  union  were 
Eleanora  E.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  E.,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Tames  Nichols;  William  H.,  a farmer 
of  Iowa;  Martha  A.,  wife  of  Harvey  Coleman,  of 
Bradford  county,  Penn. ; Oliver,  deceased  ; Leverett 
Barney,  who  married  Ann  E.  Carter,  and  with 
whom  our  subject  is  now  living,  in  Rush  township; 
Eva,  who  died  young;  Sarah  J.,  deceased  wife  of 
Elmer  Atwood ; and  George  N.,  deceased.  The 
wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  April 
12,  1863,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  Mr.  Avis  was 
again  married,  June  21,  1863,  in  Rushville,  Penn., 
to  Mrs.  Mary  Collar,  a sister  of  his  former  wife, 
and  by  this  union  he  has  two  sons : Louis  R.,  a 

farmer  of  Monona  county,  Iowa,  who  married  Irene 
Wilson;  and  John  D.,  a machinist  of  Elk  Rapids, 

Mich.,  who  married  Edith  . Mrs.  Avis  was 

born  in  Great  Barrington,  Mass.,  December  3,  1822, 
and  first  married  David  Collar,  who  was  born  in 
Bainbridge,  N.  Y.,  November  to,  1811,  and  died 
December  18,  i860.  The  children  born  to  them 
were  Isadore,  George  G.  and  Charles,  all  now'  de- 
ceased ; Ira,  a millwright  of  Pennsylvania ; Michael, 
deceased;  Emily,  deceased  wife  of  Slighter  Beebe; 
David,  a farmer  of  Michigan ; and  Edward,  who 
died  young.  Mrs.  Avis’  parents,  Elisha  and  Polly 
A.  (Waterman)  Comstock,  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Massachusetts,  where  they  continued  to 
make  their  home  until  coming  to  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1824.  Here  the  father 
engaged  in  business  as  a farmer  and  shingle  manu- 
facturer. He  died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  years,  the  mother  in  1868,  and  both  were  laid 
to  rest  in  Rush  cemetery.  They  held  membership  in 
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the  [Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  had  the  re- 
spect of  all  who  knew  them.  In  their  family  were 
the  following'  children : Cordelia,  the  first  wife  of 

our  subject;  Mary,  his  present  wife;  Cyrus,  Sco- 
field and  Elisha,  all  deceased;  Polly,  deceased  wife 
of  William  Avis;  and  Alonzo,  a machinist  of  Wav- 
er ly,  New  York. 

After  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Avis  purchased  a 
heavily-timbered  tract  of  land  on  Wolf  creek,  in 
Rush  township,  and  to  its  improvement  and  cultiva- 
tion he  devoted  his  energies  with  marked  success 
until  March,  1878,  when  he  went  to  Shelby  county, 
Iowa,  purchasing  land  and  making  his  home  there 
for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  bought 
a farm  in  Monona  county,  same  State,  where  he 
lived  for  eight  years,  and  on  selling  the  place  re- 
turned to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  He  has  since 
lived  retired  with  his  son,  L.  Barney,  in  Rush  town- 
ship. He  and  his  faithful  life  partner  are  now  well 
advanced  in  years,  but  are  still  quite  active  and 
able  to  do  a "large  day’s  work.  They  are  passing 
quietly  down  the  sunset  hill  of  life,  enjoying  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  their  neighbors,  and  the 
affection  of  their  children  and  friends.  Politically 
Mr.  Avis  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  while  a resident  of  Iowa  he 
served  for  five  years  as  supervisor  of  his  township. 

GEORGE  C.  MACK.  With  the  early  indus- 
trial history  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  the  name  of  MacK  is  intimately  associated, 
and  it  is  now  connected  with  the  industrial  devel- 
opment of  Lathrop  township.  For  four  genera- 
tions the  Mack  family  has  operated  mills  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  among  its  members  the  subject 
of  this  review,  now  a prominent  farmer  and  saw- 
mill proprietor  of  Lathrop  township,  is  a most  wor- 
thy representative. 

Air.  Mack  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township,  Oc- 
tober 16,  1832,  son  of  Alarvin  L.  and  Emeline 
(Palmer)  Mack,  and  grandson  of  Elisha  Mack. 
The  latter  was  born  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  in  1768,  son 
of  Josiah  Mack,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive State.  Lie  was  twice  married,  (first)  to  Lydia 
Lord  and  (second)  to  Taphoena  Lord.  The  chil- 
dren by  the  first  union  were : Lydia,  Matilda 

(Lord),  Fanny  A.  (Tiffany),  Eliza  P.  (Tiffany) 
and  Elisha;  by  the  second  marriage  there  were 
born:  Marvin  L.  (the  father  of  our  subject), 

Horace,  Charles,  William,  Ursula  (who  married 
George  Mack),  Emily  (Bagley),  Adaline,  John, 
Ansel,  Alfred,  and  Enoch.  About  1804  Elisha 
Alack  migrated  from  Connecticut  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  Brooklyn  township,  at  Mack’s  Corners,  a name 
which  yet  perpetuates  his  memory.  He  there  built 
a sawmill,  and  followed  milling  in  connection  with 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1839. 

Marvin  L.  Mack,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  being  four  years  of  age 
when  he  was  brought  to  Susquehanna  county  by  his 
father,  and  was  reared  in  Brooklyn  township.  He 


was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Emeline 
Palmer  (a  daughter  of  Esek  H.  and  Amy  (Smith) 
Palmer),  by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  namely: 
Edwin  P.,  of  Brooklyn  township;  James  W.,  a real- 
estate  owner  at  Albion,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y. ; George 
C,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Ledyard  P.,  who  died 
a resident  of  Hodgeman  county,  Ivans.,  aged  fifty- 
eight  years;  Charles  AL,  a gardener  of  Nicholson, 
Penn. ; Horace  G.,  who  is  engaged  in  a stone  mill  at 
Nicholson, Penn. ; and  Ellen  G.,  who  died  aged  twelve 
years.  By  the  second  marriage,  to  Mary  Roscoe, 
there  was  no  issue.  Marvin  L.  Mack  purchased 
a part  of  the  old  homestead,  forty-six  acres,  and 
erected  a chair  and  cabinetmaking  factory,  which  he 
operated  for  about  forty  years,  also  engaging  in 
farming  in  a small  way.  He  was  a member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  in  politics  was  a Whig  and  Repub- 
lican, and  for  many  years  served  as  a justice  of  the 
peace  and  also  as  a school  director.  He  lived  to  the 
good  old  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

George  C.  Alack  attended  the  district  schools 
in  his  boyhood  days,  assisting  In  the  home  work, 
both  on  the  farm  and  in  the  mill.  In  partnership 
with  his  brother,  James  AY.,  in  1852,  he  built  mills 
in  Alonroe  county,  and  two  years  later,  with  his 
three  brothers  and  his  father,  he  erected  the  mill 
at  Mack’s  Corners,  Brooklyn  township;  in  1858, 
four  years  later,  our  subject  purchased  a one-half 
interest  in  the  mill,  and  some  four  years  later  sold 
it.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  in  1857,  he  mar- 
ried Aliss  Frances  A.  Quick,  and  by  this  union  there 
were  two  children,  James  D.,  and  Emmett  J.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  The  mother  died 
in  1873. 

Mr.  Mack  enlisted,  in  October,  1862,  becom- 
ing a private  in  Company  A,  151st  P.  V.  I.,  and 
served  the  full  term  of  enlistment,  nine  months. 
He  was  mustered  out  with  the  regiment  in  August, 
1863.  For  two  years  he  followed  farming  in  New 
York  State,  and  carpentering  at  various  places.  In 
1875  he  purchased  sixty-two  acres  of  partly-im- 
proved land  in  Lathrop  township,  one-half  of  it 
covered  with  timber,  and  engaged  as  a sawyer  at 
Tarbell  Pond  mill  for  sixteen  years  in  connection 
with  farming.  In  partnership  with  his  son  he,  in 
1899,  built  a forty-horse-power  flour,  feed  and  saw 
mill,  which  they  have  since  continued  to  operate. 
In  politics  Mr.  Mack  is  a stanch  Republican,  his 
first  Presidential  vote  having  been  cast  for  John 
C.  Fremont,  the  first  Republican  candidate  for  Pres- 
ident, and  he  has  ever  since  supported  that  party. 
He  has  frequently  been  elected  to  local  offices,  has 
served  as  auditor  twelve  years,  assessor  nine  years, 
constable  and  collector  two  years,  and  as  judge  and 
inspector  of  election.  He  is  a member  of  Union 
Grange,  at  Lathrop,  and  of  the  Brooklyn  Post  of 
the  G.  A.  R. 

James  D.  Mack,  son  of  our  subject  proper,  was 
born  in  Brooklyn  township,  December  27,  1859, 
and  was  only  thirteen  years  of  age  when  his  mother 
died.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  For 
nine  years  he  worked  out  as  a farm  laborer,  two 
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years  of  the  time  in  Orleans  county,  N.  Y.  He 
now  owns  a farm  of  sixty  acres,  and  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  milling  in  partnership  with  his 
father.  In  1882  he  married  Miss  Lena  E.  Lord, 
who  was  horn  February  17,  1858,  daughter  of  John 
Lord,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere,  and  to 
them  have  come  two  children  : Luther  G.,  born  Sep- 
tember 7,  1887;  and  Llarold  L.,  born  June  3,  1897. 
Airs.  Mack  was  one  of  the  best  and  most  success- 
ful school  teachers  of  the  vicinity ; she  taught  three 
terms  in  Lathrop  township,  six  in  Dimock,  three  in 
Springville,  and  one  in  Bridgewater.  James  D. 
Mack,  like  his  father,  is  an  earnest  Republican,  has 
served  his  township  one  year  as  clerk,  and  was 
supervisor  for  one  year. 

CHRISTIAN  LANGE.  Holding  marked 
precedence  among  the  representative  business  men 
of  Newfoundland,  Wayne  county,  is  this  gentleman, 
who  is  a well  known  general  merchant  and  under- 
taker. Starting  out  in  life  for  himself  in  limited 
circumstances  his  success  may  be  attributed  to  his 
own  industry,  enterprise  and  a determination  to 
succeed,  and  he  is  justly  entitled  to  representation 
in  the  history  of  his  adopted  county. 

Mr.  Lange  is  a native  of  Switzerland,  born 
September  6,  1834,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  W.  and 
Anna  (Jecklin)  Lange,  the  former  a native  of  Com- 
burg,  Saxony,  Germany,  the  latter  of  Switzerland. 
They  became  acquainted  and  were  married  in  the 
latter  country,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  until  1849,  which  year  witnessed  their  arrival 
in  the  United  States.  After  spending  a few  months 
in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  they  came  to  Newfoundland, 
then  known  as  Dutch  Flats,  where  the  father  carried 
on  farming  and  tinsmithing.  He  died  in  1875,  aged 
seventy-two  years,  his  wife  five  years  previous,  aged 
sixty-seven,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  In  the  Mo- 
ravian cemetery  at  Newfoundland,  being  members 
of  the  Church  of  that  denomination.  Their  children 
were  Wilhelmina,  who  married  Charles  Methius, 
and  both  are  now  deceased ; Caroline,  who  married 
Gustavus  Schubert,  a musician,  and  both  are  now 
deceased ; Augustus,  who  married  Lydia  Reichel, 
and  is  now  deceased ; and  Christian,  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  the  family.  The  mother  was  twice  married, 
her  first  husband  being  Daniel  Hitz,  who  died  in 
Switzerland.  Of  the  two  children  born  of  this 
union,  Anna  died'  in  Switzerland,  and  Ursula  in 
America,  both  unmarried. 

Leaving  home  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
Christian  Lange  went  to  Salem,  Penn.,  where  with 
Hiram  Clement,  Esq.,  he  learned  the  wheelwright’s 
trade.  His  employer  died  at  the  end  of  two  years, 
but  our  subject  continued  to  work  for  his  widow  for 
one  year.  He  then  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  for  seven  months,  but  on  his 
return  home  followed  farming  for  two  years.  He 
next  embarked  in  the  wheelwright  and  undertaking 
business  on  his  own  account  at  Newfoundland,  but 
in  1878  retired  from  the  former  occupation,  and 
has  since  engaged  in  merchandising  in  connection 


with  undertaking,  and  has  met  with  excellent  suc- 
cess. 

On  June  17,  i860,  at  Newfoundland,  Air. 
Lange  was  married,  by  Rev.  John  Prager,  a Alora- 
vian  minister,  to  A'liss  Caroline  Oppelt,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Herman  F.,  born  July  29,  1862,  is  a clerk  in  the 
High  Falls  Hotel  at  Dingmans  Ferry,  Pike  Co., 
Penn. ; Edwin  H.,  born  July  10,  1866,  married  Anna 
Manhartz,  and  is  with  his  father  in  business ; Anna 
R.,  born  March  4,  1871,  died  in  1881 ; Charles  A., 
born  December  14,  1875,  is  at  home;  Celia  A.,  born 
June  26,  1878,  died  in  1888;  and  Eugene  E.,  born 
September  14,  1880,  is  at  home.  Mrs.  Lange  was 
born  in  Nazareth,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  Au- 
gust 27,  1839,  a daughter  of  Francis  A.  and  Louisa 
(Beitel)  Oppelt,  natives  of  Gnadenhutten,  Ohio, 
and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  The  father  was  a 
harnessmaker  by  trade  and  followed  that  occupa- 
tion in  his  younger  years  in  connection  with  school 
teaching,  but  later  in  life  engaged  in  farming. 
From  1875  until  1879  he  was  a commissioner  of 
Wayne  county,  was  justice  of  the  peace  thirty  years, 
and  held  other  local  offices,  including  county  au- 
ditor. He  was  one  of  the  most  influential  and 
prominent  citizen  of  his  community,  and  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  pary.  He  was  born 
Alarch  15,  1813,  and  died  June  22,  1897,  while  his 
wife  was  born  December  30,  1814,  and  died  July 
22,  1896,  and  as  they  were  members  of  the  Aloravians 
Church,  their  remains  were  interred  in  that  cem- 
etery. In  their  family  were  the  following  children : 
Angelica,  born  July  19,  1837,  is  the  wife  of  Fred- 
erick Ehrhart,  a merchant  of  Newfoundland;  Car- 
oline J.  Is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Lawrence  V., 
born  February  13,  1842,  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years;  Annie  E.,  born  November  25,  1843,  is  the 
widow  of  Isadore  Kastner  and  a resident  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ; Henry  S.,  born  November  24,  1845,  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead ; Sarah  A.,  born  Novem- 
ber 12,  1847,  is  a resident  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y. ; James  B.,  born  February  10,  1850,  died  in 
1851  ; Mary  L.,  born  Alarch  30,  1851,  is  the  wife 
of  Emil  Walter,  who  is  engaged  in  the  millinery 
business' in  Newfoundland;  Edward  A.,  born  No- 
vember 15,  1852,  married  Caroline  M.  Grimm  and 
lives  on  the  old  home  place;  and  Celia  L.,  born 
Alav  10,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  William  Heberling,  a 
laborer  of  Newfoundland. 

Air.  Lange  gives  an  unwavering  support  to 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  but 
has  never  cared  for  office,  preferring  to  give  his  en- 
tire time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests.  He 
has,  however,  served  as  school  director  three  years, 
and  is  the  present  auditor  of  Dreher  township.  He 
is  a consistent  member  of  the  Aloravian  Church, 
and  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

GARRET  V.  FREY  is  a prominent  repre- 
sentative of  the  industrial  interests  of  Dreher  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  he  is  engaged  in  black- 
smithing.  He  was  born  in  Coolbaugh  township, 
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Monroe  county,  in  January,  1849,  and  belongs  to 
an  honored  and  highly-respected  family.  His 
grandparents,  Joseph  and  Rosanna  Fry  (as  the 
name  was  spelled  by  them),  were  natives  of  Baden, 
Germany.  In  1834,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  the 
grandfather  came  to  America,  and  after  living  a 
few  years  in  New  York  he  removed  to  Beaver  Mead- 
ows, near  Easton,  Penn.,  where  for  five  years  he 
engaged  as  a blacksmith.  He  next  went  to  Cool- 
baugli  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  built  a 
shop  and  carried  on  business  until  1852,  when  he 
came  to  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  making 
his  home  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred,  how- 
ever, near  Easton.  He  had  three  children:  Elias, 

who  went  West  and  was  never  again  heard  from; 
Lambert ; and  Sebastian,  who  married  Catherine 
Greenebauer. 

Lambert  Frey  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
November  2,  1818,  and  was  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Carbon  county,  Penn.  In  Monroe  county, 
this  State,  he  wedded  Mary  A.  Gerhart,  November 
28,  1836,  and  there  they  continued  to  reside  until 
1852,  when  they  came  to  Sterling,  now  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county.  He  became  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  influential  citizens  of  his  commu- 
nity, and  was  honored  witli  a number  of  township 
offices.  By  occupation  he  was  a blacksmith.  He 
died  June  8,  1891,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Pine  Grove  cemetery,  Dreher 
township.  His  widow,  who  was  born  in  Jackson, 
Penn.,  December  15,  1825,  now  makes  her  home 
with  her  son  John,  in  that  township.  Her  parents 
were  John  and  Rutha  (Bellows)  Gerhart,  who  were 
residents  of  Jackson  until  1834,  when  they  removed 
to  Monroe  county,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  Her  father  was  a wheelwright  and 
farmer.  He  died  in  1889,  aged  eighty-four  years, 
his  wife  in  1883,  aged  eighty,  and  both  were  buried 
in  Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe  county.  Their 
children  were:  Elizabeth,  who  married  Joseph 

Cortright,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; Philip,  de- 
ceased, who  wedded  Lydia  Dersheimer ; Christiana, 
widow  of  William  Thompson,  of  Stroudsburg ; 
Mary  A.,  Mrs.  Frey ; Emaline,  widow  of  Aaron  "Fry ; 
Jacob,  a lumberman  of  Gouldsboro,  Penn.,  who 
wedded  Elizabeth  Bisby;  William,  who  married 
Maggie  Stiff,  and  is  a blacksmith  in  Coolbaugh 
township,  Monroe  county;  and  Kate  J.,  who  mar- 
ried William  Nye,  a farmer  of  Coolbaugh  town- 
ship, Monroe  county.  The  children  born  to  Lam- 
bert and  Mary  A.  (Gerhart)  Frey  were  Eliza,  now 
the  wife  of  L.  R.  Rohrbacker,  a farmer  of  Dreher 
township ; Garret  V.,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch ; William,  a blacksmith  and  supervisor  of 
Dreher  township,  who  wedded  Mary  Bartleson ; 
John,  a wheelwright  and  undertaker  of  the  same 
township,  who  married  Esther  Ehrhart ; Katie  J., 
who  died  when  young ; Anna,  deceased  wife  of 
Steward  Rhodes ; Alonzo,  foreman  of  a lumber 
mill  in  Virginia,  who  married  Amanda  Hawk;  Mary 
A.,  who  died  unmarried ; Daniel,  a prominent  busi- 


ness man,  who  is  now  holding  the  position  of 
foreman  in  the  twining  factory  in  Dreher  town- 
ship; and  Lizzie,  who  died  unmarried. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years  Garret  V.  Frey  en- 
tered his  father’s  blacksmith  shop  and  soon  thor- 
oughly mastered  the  trade,  taking  entire  charge  of 
the  shop  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine.  He  has  since 
conducted  it  with  marked  success,  winning  from  the 
public  a liberal  patronage,  by  fair  dealing  and  good 
workmanship. 

On  July  3,  1878,  at  the  South  Sterling  Church, 
Mr.  Frey  was  married,  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Warner,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Ella  Hum- 
pie,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: Lizzie,  Ira  and  Ward,  all  at  home.  Mrs. 

Frey  was  born  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, November  24,  1854,  and  is  a daughter  of  Mar- 
tin and  Elizabeth  (Croft)  Hurnple,  natives  of  Ger- 
many and  Philadelphia,  respectively.  They  became 
acquainted  and  were  married  in  Wayne  county,  and 
were  well-known  farming  people  of  Sterling  town- 
ship, where  both  died,  the  father  in  1872,  aged 
fifty-three  years,  the  mother  in  1858,  aged  thirty- 
four.  Their  children  were  Charlotte,  now  the 
widow  of  Charles  Bisby  and  a resident  of  Gravity, 
Wayne  county;  Hattie  and  Eleanore,  who  died  un- 
married; Ella,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Anna,  wife 
of  Baldwin  Lancaster,  a lumberman  of  Pike  county. 

Socially  Mr.  Frey  belongs  to  Wallenpaupack 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O .F.,  and  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of 
America,  at  South  Sterling.  He  is  an  earnest  and 
faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
a pronounced  Prohibitionist  in  politics,  and  among 
other  offices  has  efficiently  served  as  town  clerk  and 
poormaster.  In  all  business  transactions  his  word 
is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  he  is  a worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  best  families  of  Dreher 
township. 

JOHN  F.  GREEN  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  active  and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Di- 
mock township,  Susquehanna  county,  as  well  as  one 
of  its  most  reliable  and  honorable  citizens,  and  now 
in  his  declining  years  he  is  enjoying  a well-earned 
rest,  free  from  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of 
business  life. 

Mr.  Green  is  a worthy  reperesentative  of  one  of 
the  honored  pioneer  families  of  the  county,  it  be- 
ing founded  here  by  his  grandparents,  Obediah  and 
Ruth  Green,  natives  of  Rhode  Island,  who  located 
in  Bridgewater  township  in  1804,  and  there  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  By  occupation  the 
grandfather  was  a farmer,  cooper  and  millwright. 
David  Green,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1795)  and  when  a lad  of  nine  years  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Susquehanna  county. 
After  a short  time  spent  in  Montrose,  they  located 
in  Bridgewater  township,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  his 
father  aided  the  Colonies  in  their  struggle  for  in- 
dependence as  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
The  former  was  married  in  Bridgewater  township 
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to  Miss  Phcebe  Darrovv,  who  was  born  on  the 
Mohawk  river,  New  York,  in  1800,  and  when  a 
child  came  with  her  parents  to  Susquehanna  county. 
He  died  in  1873,  his  wife  in  1887,  and  the  remains 
of  both  were  interred  in  Fair  Hill  cemetery.  Their 
children  were  as  follows : Harriet,  deceased,  who 

first  married  Merville  Reinholt,  and  second  An- 
drew Dickerson ; Polly,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years ; Orilla,  deceased  wife  of  Orin  Chamber- 
lain ; John  F.,  our  subject;  Martha,  wife  of  Charles 
Nichols,  of  Vestal,  N.  Y. ; Allen,  deceased;  Jeffer- 
son, a resident  of  Montrose,  Penn. ; Samantha,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Jesse  Pitch  ; Lewis,  deceased;  Arson, 
who  died  young;  Mary,  wife  of  Hiram  Ball,  of  For- 
est Lake,  Penn. ; and  Lavina,  deceased  wife  of 
Daniel  Stillman. 

John  F.  Green  was  born  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, February  29,  1824,  and  remained  at  home 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  assisting  in  the 
operation  of  the  farm  and  acquiring  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits.  For  the  fol- 
lowing two  years  he  worked  among  neighboring 
farmers,  and  also  worked  at  carpentering  to  some 
extent  from  the  age  of  sixteen.  In  1848  he  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Forest  Lake  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  which  he  gave  his  time  and  attention  until  1878, 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Dimock 
township,  which  is  a valuable  place  of  189  acres, 
which  is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is 
now  operated  by  his  sons,  John  F.,  Jr.,  and  F. 
Augustus.  He  continued  to  actively  engage  in  both 
carpentering  and  farming  until  1896,  when  he  laid 
aside  all  business  cares. 

In  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Mr. 
Green  was  married,  in  October,  1849,  1°  Miss  Lou- 
isa A.  Mills,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  March 
30,  1828,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Irene  (Main) 
Green,  natives  of  Vermont  and  Connecticut,  re- 
spectively. Tier  parents  were  also  married  in  Jes- 
sup township,  where  her  mother  died  March  5, 
1849,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years  and  six  months, 
hut  the  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
passed  away  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  March  10, 
1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Clarissa,  deceased  wife  of  Samuel  Pal- 
meter;  Phcebe,  deceased  wife  of  William  Weeb; 
Louisa  A.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Catherine,  deceased 
wife  of  Henry  Lester ; Polly,  wife  of  William 
Bowen,  of  Owego,  N.  Y. ; Jane,  deceased  wife  of 
John  Cook;  John,  a resident  of  Jessup  township; 
George,  deceased;  and  Francis,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years.  Mrs.  Green’s  paternal  grand- 
parents, Ebenezer  and  Orilla  Mills,  were  natives  of 
Vermont  and  early  settlers  of  Jessup  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  while  her  maternal  grandparents, 
Ezekiel  and  Rebecca  (Smith)  Main,  were  natives 
of  Connecticut,  and  also'  pioneers  of  Jessup  town- 
ship. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  are 
as  follows:  Benjamin  F.,  a resident  of  Parkdale, 

Penn. ; Catherine  J.,  wife  of  Milburn  Bacon,  of 


Scranton,  Penn.;  Frederick  Augustus,  a resident  of 
Rush  township;  John  F.,  a farmer  of  Auburn  town- 
ship; Ida  M.,  wife  of  Francis  Dougherty,  of  Elk 
Lake ; Ellen  U.,  wife  of  Daniel  Shaw,  of  Lemon, 
Penn. ; Flattie  C.,  wife  of  C.  C.  Camp,  a merchant  of 
Tunkhannock,  Penn. ; and  Emma  B.,  wife  of  El- 
wood  Griswold,  of  Dimock  township.  The  mother 
of  these  children  has  passed  to  her  last  rest. 

Politically  Mr.  Green  is  a pronounced  Dem- 
ocrat. He  is  a worthy  representative  of  that  class 
of  citizens  who  lead  quiet,  industrious,  honest  and 
useful  lives,  and  constitute  the  best  portion  of  a 
community.  Wherever  known  he  is  held  in  high 
regard,  and  as  a highly-respected  citizen  he  is  cer- 
tainly deserving  of  honorable  mention  in  the  his- 
tory of  his  native  county. 

F.  AUGUSTUS  GREEN,  a prominent  repre- 
sentative of  the  agricultural  and  stock-raising  in- 
terests of  Rush  township,  has  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Susquehanna  county,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Forest  Lake  township,  December  12,  1853.  His 
parents,  John  F.  and  Louisa  (Mills)  Green,  are 
natives  of  the  same  county,  the  former  born  in  For- 
est Lake  township,  in  1824,  the  latter  in  Jessup 
township,  in  1828.  The  father  has  been  an  exten- 
sive farmer  and  dairyman,  but  is  now  living  retired, 
enjoying  a well-earned  rest,  while  his  sons,  John 
F.,  Jr.,  and  F.  Augustus,  operate  the  home  farm, 
comprising  200  acres  of  valuable  land.  The  mother 
is  now  deceased.  The  children  of  the  family  are  as 
follows:  Benjamin  F.,  a farmer  of  Brooklyn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; Catherine,  wife  of  Mil- 
burn  Bacon,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; F.  Augustus,  our 
subject;  John  F.,  Jr.;  Ida,  wife  of  Francis  Dough- 
erty, a farmer  of  Dimock  township ; Ellen,  wife  of 
Daniel  Shaw,  a farmer  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; 
Hattie,  wife  of  Cordy  Camp,  a merchant  of  Tunk- 
hannock, Penn. ; and  Emma,  wife  of  Elwood  Gris- 
wold, of  Springville,  Susquehanna  county.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  David  and 
Phoebe  (Darrow)  Green.  The  grandfather  was 
a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  great-grand- 
father aided  the  Colonies  in  their  struggle  for  in- 
dependence as  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Until  attaining  his  majority  F.  Augustus  Green 
aided  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  and 
in  early  life  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. As  a life  work  he  chose  the  occupation  to 
which  he  had  been  reared,  and  on  leaving  home 
went  to  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  dealing 
for  three  years.'  The  following  three  years  were 
devoted  principally  to  speculating  in  stock,  and  after 
his  marriage  he  located  in  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,,  where  he  carried  on  farming  for 
the  same  length  of  time.  'In  1884  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  in  Rush  township,  and  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
he  has  also  engaged  in  stock  raising.  He  was  one 
of  the  main  instigators  of  the  East  Rush  and  Elk 
Lake  Creameries,  and  was  auditor  of  the  former  for 
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two  years.  For  four  years,  from  1893  to  1897,  he 
also  had  charge  of  the  stage  and  mail  line  between 
Rush  and  Fast  Rush.  He  is  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising, energetic  and  reliable  business  men  of  his 
community,  and  is  also  one  of  its  most  popular  and 
influential  citizens.  Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Dem- 
ocrat, with  which  party  the  entire  family  is  also 
identified. 

At  Elk  Lake,  November  18,  1880,  Mr.  Green 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  Estus,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  two  sons:  Frank  Ray  and 
Walter  Cleveland.  Mrs.  Green  is  a native  of  Lemon, 
Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  born  in  1861,  and  is  a daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Percinda  (Hobbs)  Estus, 
leading  residents  of  Elk  Lake.  By  occupation  the 
father  is  a wagonmaker,  miller  and  machinist.  The 
genial,  generous  and  social  character  of  both  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  endeared  them  to  all 
with  whom  they  have  come  in  contact,  and  they 
merit  and  receive  in  the  highest  degree  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  they 
live. 

TITMAN.  For  a period  of  forty  years  or 
more  the  Titmans  of  Susquehanna  county  have  been 
among  the  country’s  substantial  men  and  useful 
citizens,  engaged  generally  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Among  them  are  Plon.  Dewitt  C.  Titman,  of  the 
firm  of  D.  C.  Titman  & Son,  dealers  in  furniture  at 
Montrose;  Lemuel  W.  Titman,  of  Auburn  town- 
ship, Elias  Titman,  of  Dimock  township,  and  John 
J.  Titman,  of  Auburn  township,  agriculturists ; all 
of  whom  are  sons  of  the  late  Philip  Titman. 

George  and  Mary  (Teeter)  Titman,  the  parents 
of  Philip  Titman,  were  farming  people  of  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  where  they  were  born,  reared,  and 
passed  their  entire  lives.  Philip  Titman  was  a na- 
tive of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1815,  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Blairstown  township,  Warren  county,  where 
he  married,  and  was  variously  employed  as  a farm- 
er, drover,  miller,  etc.,  until  upward  of  forty  years 
of  age.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  decade  between 
1850  and  i860  he  came  with  his  family  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  settling  first  on  a farm  in 
Dimock  township.  He  bought  a fine  farm  of  150 
acres,  and  subsequently  purchased  other  tracts  in 
the  county.  For  nearly  thirty  years  he  resided  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Auburn  Four  Corners,  leading  an 
active  life  as  a farmer  and  stock  dealer,  and  he  was 
a respected  and  highly  esteemed  citizen.  Frugal 
and  industrious  himself,  he  reared  his  children  to  the 
same  habits.  He  was  a member  of  Company  H, 
177th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Milit'ia,  which  organi- 
zation was  mustered  into  the  Union  service  in  No- 
vember, 1862.  Mr.  Titman  was  discharged  March  5, 
1863,  on  surgeon’s  certificate  of  disability.  His 
death  occurred  March  2,  1888.  Among  the  promi- 
nent traits  of  his  character  were  “tender  affections 
for  his  family,  painstaking  love  for  his  children,  and 
ever-active  friendship  and  sympathy  for  his  neigh- 
hors.”  His  wife,  who  survived  him,  was  formerly 
Jane  Mann,  a daughter  of  Peter  Mann,  and  was 


born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  in  1823.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Mary  E.,  who  married  David  Voss;  De- 
witt C. ; Lemuel  W. ; Emily,  who  married  Andrew 
L.  YanGorden  ; Elias ; John  J. ; and  Jerdon,  deceased. 
Of  those  now  living,  all  are  now  residents  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  sketches  of  a number  of  them 
appear  elsewhere. 

ITon.  Dewitt  C.  Titman,  son  of  Philip  Tit- 
man, was  born  July  15,  1844,  at  the  old  Titman 
homestead  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  where  he  re- 
sided until  accompanying  the  family  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  He  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  his  neighborhood. 
During  the  Civil  war,  on  September  2,  1864,  when 
twenty  years  of  age,  he  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  as  a member  of  Company  C, 
203rd  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Dunker  and  Col.  Moore, 
and  served  with  the  command,  which  became  a part 
of  the  Army  of  the  James,  under  Gens.  Birney  and 
Terry,  respectively.  Young  Titman  shared  the 
fortunes  of  the  command,  and  at  the  battle  of  Fort 
Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  1 5,  1865,  was  wounded  and 
sent  to  the  hospital,  where  he  was  at  the  time  of  the 
muster-out  of  his  company,  in  June  following.  He 
was  subsequently  honorably  discharged,  and  re- 
turned home,  and  with  the  bounty  he  had  received 
and  the  little  he  had  saved  he  began  dealing  in  farm 
produce  and  live  stock.  He  shipped  the  first  carload 
of  lambs  that  went  into  New  York  markets  from 
that  section.  In  this  business  he  continued  until 
October,  1866,  when  he  suffered  a loss  that  in  the 
end  left  him  practically  without  means.  He  took 
to  New  York  a large  drove  of  lambs  and  a carload  of 
flax  seed,  and  had  his  hired  man,  Emmons  by  name, 
accompany  him.  They  made  the  sale,  and  started 
on  the,  return  trip  by  way  of  Blairstown,  Warren 
Co.,  N.  J.,  where  Mr.  Titman  was  to  visit  relatives 
for  a couple  of  days.  AVhile  there  Emmons  got  in 
compan}^  with  one  Elias  Maine,  but  recently  re- 
turned from  the  penitentiary,  and  in  the  course  of 
their  acquaintance  revealed  the  fact  of  the  sales  made 
in  New  York.  It  did  not  take  long  for  the  ex-con- 
vict to  conceive  of  a plan  by  which  this  money  could 
be  secured.  The  night  of  October  15,  1866,  was 
to  be  the  eventful  one.  Emmons  was  to  see  where 
the  money  was  placed,  and  when  Maine  made  a 
noise  in  the  rear  of  the  house  was  to  throw  it  from 
the  front  window,  while  Mr.  Titman  investigated 
the  noise.  All  started  well,  but  Emmons,  fearful 
lest  he  would  not  obtain  his  share  of  the  booty,  in- 
stead of  throwing  it  out,  as  agreed,  said  he  would 
go  down,  and  see  what  was- the  trouble.  The  two 
criminals  fled  to  the  mountains  and  then  went  to 
Carbondale,  Penn.,  later  going  to  Lapeer  county, 
Mich,  where  they  were  arrested  by  an  officer  and 
Philip  Titman.  On  being  taken  back  to  Belvidere, 
N.  J.,  for  trial,  they  pleaded  guilty,  and  were  sen- 
tenced to  State’s  prison.  Emmons  broke  down,  and 
soon  died.  They  had  taken  over  nineteen  hundred 
dollars  in  currency,  and  some  valuable  papers,  the 
greater  portion  of  which  they  had  squandered  or 
secreted,  which  loss,  together  with  the  necessary  ex- 
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penses,  reward,  etc.,  left  Mr.  Titman  without  funds 
necessary  to  continue  in  business.  However,  with 
his  indomitable  will  and  determined  energy  as  his 
only  capital,  he  started  once  more  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder,  in  the  same  line,  and  with  the  aid  of  his  de- 
voted helpmeet,  to  whose  careful  management  he 
gives  unlimited  praise,  he  has  met  with  great  success. 

Along  in  the  middle  ’seventies  Mr.  Titman  be- 
came a merchant  at  Auburn  Four  Corners,  and  re- 
mained there  so  engaged  until  1894.  He  succeeded 
in  establishing  at  that  point  one  of  the  most  popular 
markets  for  produce  in  Susquehanna  county.  He 
also  engaged  in  merchandising  at  West  Auburn,  as- 
sociated with  a Mr.  Lacey,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Titman  & Lacey.  Mr.  Titman,  through  his  reliabili- 
ty and  willing  accommodation  to  patrons,  maintain- 
ing the  most  pleasant  business  relations  with  his 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  became 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. In  all  that  pertained  to  Church  work,  school 
and  public  enterprise  he  has  ever  willingly  assumed 
a generous  part.  I11  the  spring  of  1880  he  was  one 
of  the  building  committee  that  erected  the  M.  E. 
church  edifice  at  Auburn  Four  Corners,  of  which 
Church  society  himself  and  wife  have  been  consis- 
tent members  for  many  years.  In  1894,  having 
sold  out  his  interests  in  the  business  at  Auburn 
Four  Corners  to  his  nephew,  C.  E.  Vass  (whom  he 
had  taken  in  to  the  store  a poor  boy  over  fifteen 
years  before,  and  who  is  now  running  the  business 
with  great  success), he  removed  to  Montrose, intend- 
ing to  retire  from  active  life.  However,  he  at  once 
established  a large  and  first-class  furniture  store, 
with  which  the  business  of  undertaking  is 
coupled,  all  carried  on  under  the  name  of  D.  C. 
Titman  & Son,  the  son  being  the  active  man  in 
charge.  The  father,  long  active  and  a “rustler,”  has 
found  it  unsuited  to  his  tastes  to  be  idle,  and  has 
kept  busy,  dealing  in  vehicles  of  all  kinds,  a busi- 
ness which  has  so  grown  that  is  requires  about  all 
of  his  time  and  attention.  These  buggies,  carriages, 
wagons,  etc.,  are  made  at  Flint,  Mich.,  and  shipped 
in  carloads  for  his  trade — both  wholesale  and  retail. 
He  is  also  the  largest  dealer  in  wool  in  this  section, 
and  handled  about  70,000  pounds  last  year  (1899). 

Mr.  Titman  is  a member  of  H.  C.  Titman  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Auburn  Four  Corners,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  commander.  In  1887,  at  Harrisburg,  he 
was  chosen  delegate  to  the  National  Encampment  of 
the  G.  A.  R.,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  The  first  year  he 
lived  in  Montrose  he  was  elected  a director  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  and  still  continues  as  such, 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  deposi- 
tion. As  an  evidence  of  Mr.  Titman’s  popularity,  at 
his  election  to  the  State  Legislature,  in  the  fall  of 
1888,  he  received  131  of  the  144  votes  cast  in  his 
home  district ; out  of  450  votes  cast  in  Auburn  town- 
ship he  received  341  ; and  his  majority  in  the  coun- 
ty was  about  2,000.  An  ardent  Republican,  and 
nominated  by  the  Republican  party,  the  above  figures 
give  evidence  of  Democratic  friends  as  well.  Dur- 
ing his  first  term  in  the  Legislature  he  was  chair- 


man of  the  committee  on  Agriculture.  So  satis- 
factory was  his  career  during  his  first  term  that  he 
was  renominated,  and  re-elected,  to  the  Lower 
House  of  the  State  Assembly  in  the  fall  of  1890. 
During  his  second  term  he  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Appropriations,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant committees  in  the  House.  He  also  served  on 
the  committee  on  Labor  and  Industry.  His  secre- 
tary was  Richard  Quay,  son  of  Senator  Mathew 

M.  Quay.  As  a further  evidence  of  the  esteem  and 
confidence  in  which  Mr.  Titman  is  held  by  his  fel- 
low citizens,  we  give  extracts,  from  one  of  the 
papers  of  Montrose,  which  appeared  at  the  time  of 
his  candidacy,  and  during  the  period  of  his  legis- 
lative service. 

“Mr.  Titman  has  had  no  legislative  experience, 
but  he  is  so  well  known  as  a business  man  and  citi- 
zen, his  record  is  so  consistent,  and  he  is  withal 
so  intelligent  and  honorable  a man,  that  there  can 
be  no  doubt  as  to  his  usefulness  as  a member  of  the 
Legislature.” 

"Mr.  Titman's  record  as  a member  of  the  last 
Legislature  is  all  right ; there  is  not  a flaw  or  weak 
spot  in  it.  He  was  true  to  constituents,  mindful  of 
all  their  interests,  and  industrious,  painstaking  and 
intelligent  in  the  performance  of  every  duty  devolv- 
ing upon  him  as  a representative.” 

“Mr.  Titman  represented  his  constituents  in  a 
highly  creditable  manner  in  the  last  Legislature, 
and  his  re-nomination  is  but  a deserving  compli- 
ment for  a well-performed  service.” 

On  April  3,  1867,  Mr.  Titman  was  married  to 
Miss  Elmira  ivirkhuff,  daughter  of  John  A.  and 
Sarah  (Raub)  Ivirkhuff,  of  Blairstown,  N.  ]..  and 
to  the  union  were  born  children  as  follows : May, 

who  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Lacey,  of  West  Auburn ; 
Arthur,  who  married  Catherine  Friend,  of  Elmira, 

N.  Y.,  and  is  in  the  furniture  business  in  Montrose; 
Harry  ; Madge  ; Grace  ; and  Bruce. 

John  A.  and  Sarah  (Raub)  Ivirkhuff,  the  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Dewitt  C.  Titman,  settled  in  the  vicinity 
of  Auburn  Center  about  1840.  Their  children  were: 
Jacob  B.,  Letitia,  Samantha,  Elmira  (Mrs.  Titman), 
John,  George,  and  Mary.  The  family  is  of  German 
extraction.  The  father  held  about  all  of  the  import- 
ant offices  in  the  township,  and  his  services  gave 
great  satisfaction.  He  died  January  15,  1869,  when 
aged  fiftv-six  years. 

WILLIAM  H.  STARNER,  late  an  honored 
and  worthy  citizen  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  a gallant  defender  of  the  Union  during 
the  Civil  war,  answered  his  last  roll  call  November 
19,  1899.  He  belonged  to  one  of  the  prominent 
pioneer  families  of  Monroe  county.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  a native  of  Germany,  came  to  America 
when  a young  man,  and  located  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  where  he  married  and  reared 
his  family  of  seven  children. 

Joseph  Starner,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Hamilton  township,  and  there  married  Mary  Van 
Horn,  a daughter  of  John  Van  Horn,  who  was  also 
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of  German  ancestry,  and  came  to  America  just  be- 
fore the  Revolution.  After  their  marriage  they 
settled  in  Coolbaugh  township,  where  Mr.  Starner 
engaged  in  lumbering  until  his  death,  on  August  19, 
1875,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  nine  months  and  ten  days.  His  widow,  now 
aged  seventy-one  years,  makes  her  home  in  foby- 
hanna,  Monroe  county.  To  them  were  horn  the 
following  children:  William  H.,  our  subject;  Jane, 
who  married  John  Borom,  of  Cresco,  Penn.,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years ; Stewart,  who 
lived  in  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  and  died  in 
1894;  Catherine,  wife  of  John  Decker,  of  Strouds- 
burg; Joseph,  a resident  of  Coolbaugh  township, 
Monroe  county;  Ellen,  deceased,  who  married  John 
Van  Horn  and  lived  in  Tobyhanna;  Mary,  wife  of 
Osman  Beers,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Freeman,  who 
was  killed  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & West- 
ern railroad,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; and 
Lucinda,  wife  of  James  Crooks,  of  Gouldsboro,  I 
Pennsylvania. 

William  H.  Starner  was  born  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship, May  24,  1844,  and  was  reared  in  the  lumber 
districts  of  Monroe  county,  early  becoming  familiar 
with  every  department  of  the  lumber  business.  On 
February  13,  1864,  at  the  age  of  nearly  twenty 
years,  he  responded  to  his  country’s  call  for  aid,  en- 
listing in  Battery  K,  112th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and  was  hon- 
orably discharged  February  22,  1866.  Under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Burnside  he  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Cold  Harbor,  Spottsylvania,  Petersburg 
and  the  Wilderness.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Cold 
Harbor,  but  was  soon  recaptured  and  returned  to 
his  company ; while  in  front  of  Petersburg,  on 
June  18,  1864,  he  was  slightly  wounded.  After  the 
war  Mr.  Starner  lumbered  and  worked  in  a sawmill 
at  Tobyhanna  with  one  company  for  thirteen  years. 
Becoming  disabled,  he  afterward  lived  retired,  being 
unfitted  for  active  labor.  In  1872  he  moved  to  Poco- 
no  township,  and  in  1890  purchased  his  last  home,  of 
1 17  acres,  sixty  of  which  had  been  cleared.  He  also 
owned  fifty  acres  of  farming  land  on  the  mountains, 
in  the  same  township,  and  five  acres  at  Tobyhanna. 
He  superintended  the  operation  of  his  land,  but 
left  the  active  management  and  labor  to  bis  son  and 
hired  man. 

At  Tobyhanna  Mills,  July  26,  1866,  Mr.  Starner 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Schufter, 
who  was  born  March  30,  1849,  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian and  Lena  (Bowers)  Schufter,  natives  of  Ger- 
many, who  are  now  living  in  Pocono  township,  Mon- 
roe county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starner  had  the  following 
children:  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  July  5,  1868,  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Eilber,  of  Tannersville,  Monroe 
county,  and  they  have  one  daughter;  George  F., 
born  May  26, 1871,  is  attending  a school  of  telegraphy 
at  Janesville,  Wis. ; John  D.,  born  at  Tannersville, 
October  5,  1874,  married  Emma  Smith,  and  while 
working  for  an  ice  company,  at  Tobyhanna,  was 
killed  November  24,  1899,  falling  off  a locomotive 
and  over  a bridge  at  a junction  on  the  Wilkes  Barre 


& Eastern  railroad,  near  Wilkes  Barre;  Jennie,  born 
October  12,  1877,  is  the  wife  of  Ed  Deihl,  a butcher 
living  in  Pocono  township;  Julia  M.,  born  June  19, 
1880,  married,  August  26,  1899,  John  H.  Widdoss,  a 
vaccine  virus  collector  in  Dr.  Slee’s  Biological  Lab- 
oratories, Swiftwater,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn. ; Charles 
W.,  born  April  16,  1882;  Joseph,  born  October  13, 
1885;  Frank,  born  April  19,  1888;  and  B.  Harrison, 
born  January  31,  1893,  are  all  at  home. 

After  1890  Mr.  Starner  was  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  he  never  aspired  to 
public  favors.  Socially  he  was  an  honored  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  religiously 
he  was  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church ; his  wid- 
ow holds  membership  in  the  Reformed  Church. 
Wherever  known  he  was  held  in  high  regard,  and  his 
friends  were  many  throughout  Monroe  county ; his 
widow  enjoys  the  same  high  esteem. 

AUSTIN  ELLSWORTH  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  a leading  farmer  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
He  was  a native  of  that  county,  born  in  Harford 
township,  August  5,  1829,  a son  of  Henry  and  Lucy 
(Van  Winkle)  Ellsworth. 

The  father  of  our  subject  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Harford  township,  where  he  died  in  1852;  the 
mother,  was  a native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  died 
at  the  home  of  her  son  in  La  Salle  county,  111.,  No- 
vember 25,  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years, 
her  remains  being  interred  in  Deer  Park  cemetery, 
that  county.  In  their  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren : Anson,  now  a retired  farmer  of  Forest  City, 
Iowa  ; Lovisa,  who  married  Dr.  H.  Tingley,  and  died 
in  1889,  in  Susquehanna ; Henry,  who  died  in  Har- 
ford in  1894;  Betsy,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years ; Ann,  wife  of  Samuel  Ramsey,  of  Ottawa, 
111.;  Austin,  our  subject;  Adeline,  who  married 
(first)  Chauncey  Hawley,  and  (second)  Giles 
Roberts,  and  lives  in  Ottawa,  111. ; Charles,  a farmer 
and  resident  of  the  same  place ; and  Willard,  a farmer 
and  miller  in  Indiana. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority  Austin  Ellsworth 
remained  at  home  with  his  parents,  and  then  worked 
as  a farm  hand  in  Illinois  and  Pennsylvania  until 
after  his  marriage,  when  he  rented  the  farm  be- 
longing to  his  mother-in-law — a tract  of  ninety  acres 
now  owned  by  Mrs.  Ellsworth.  Here  he  continued 
to  make  his  home  until  called  from  this  life,  March 
29,  1875,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the  East 
Bridgewater  cemetery.  He  was  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  a man  honored  and 
respected  wherever  known,  and  most  of  all  where  he 
was  best  known. 

On  January  21,  1865,  at  Harford,  Mr.  Ellsworth 
married  Miss  Betsey  A.  Aldrich,  and  to  them  were 
born  three  children:  Willard  A.,  who  married  Gert- 
rude Deans,  and  resides  on  the  home  farm ; Alma 
R.,  at  home;  and  George  W.,  a farmer  of  La  Salle 
county.  111.,  who  married  Blanche  Huss,  and  has 
one  'child,  Glenn  A. 

Mrs.  Ellsworth  was  born  in  New  Milford  town- 
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ship,  Susquehanna  county,  April  5,  1840,  a daugh- 
ter of  Albert  and  Clarissa  (Keeney)  Aldrich,  who 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1834, 
locating  in  New  Milford  township.  The  father, 
who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  November  1, 
1867,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  and  the  mother 
departed  this  life  April  11,  1893,  at  the 

age  of  seventy-nine  years,  both  being  laid 
to  rest  in  East  Bridgewater  township.  They  were 
widely  and  favorably  known,  and  merited  the  high 
regard  in  which  they  were  held.  In  their  family 
were  five  children:  Betsey  A.,  Mrs.  Ellsworth; 
Wellington,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  months ; 
Mary  A.,  wife  of  William  T.  Spencer,  who  lives 
on  the  old  homestead  in  New  Milford  township ; 
Benjamin,  who  died  young;  and  Emily  L.,  wife  of 
Montreville  Aldrich,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Ellsworth’s  paternal  grandparents,  Na- 
than and  Elizabeth  (Wheelock)  Aldrich,  were  na- 
tives of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  respec- 
tively. Thev  were  married  in  the  latter  State,  and 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1815,  first 
making  their  Home  in  Harford  township,  and  later 
removing  to  Brooklyn  township.  Her  maternal 
grandparents,  Chester  and  Abigail  (Crawford) 
Keeney,  made  their  home  in  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  throughout  life,  and  the  former  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming. 

CHARLES  AVERY  (deceased)  was  for" many 
years  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens 
of  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  and  for  a time 
was  actively  identified  with  the  business  interests 
of  the  city.  His  devotion  to  the  public  welfare 
made  him  a valued  factor  in  public  life,  and  in  his 
death  Montrose  was  deprived  of  one  of  her  best 
and  most  useful  citizens. 

The  Avery  family  was  founded  in  America  by 
Christopher  Avery,  a weaver  by  trade,  who  was  born 
in  England  about  1500.  There  are  several  traditions 
in  regard  to  his  emigration  to  this  country ; one  is 
that  he  came  from  Salisbury,  Wiltshire,  England, 
in  the  “Arabella”  with  John  Winthrop,  and  landed 
in  Salem,  Mass.,  June  12,  1639;  and  another  is  that 
he  came  over  with  the  vouneer  Winthrop  in  1631. 

Our  subject  was  of  the  seventh  generation  in  di- 
rect descent  from  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
America.  He  was  born  in  Groton,  Conn.,  March 
28,  1796,  a son  ofAsahel  and  Clarissa  (Hartshorn) 
Avery,  also  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1802,  and  first  locat- 
ed in  Bridgewater  township,  but  a few  years  later 
removed  to  Great  Bend.  There  the  father,  who  was 
born  March  6,  1765,  died  February  14,  1813.  He 
followed  the  occupation  of  a carpenter  and  farmer, 
and  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  Great  Bend. 
In  1817  his  wife  and  family  removed  to  Montrose, 
and  erected  the  house  now  occupied  by  the  daughters 
of  our  subject.  Here  the  mother  died  in  1848,  at 
the  age  of  eiehtv-two  years.  In  the  family  were 
six  children,  as  follows:  Clarissa,  wife  of  Benjamin 


Lathrop,  died  September  12,  1830;  Asahel  died 
April  17,  1872 ; Charles,  our  subject,  was  next  in  the 
order  of  birth;  Chauncey  died  May  18,  1876;  Hub- 
bard died  October  19,  1836;  and  Maria  died  Octo- 
ber 19,  1819.  The  father  was  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity. 

During  his  youth  Charles  Avery  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  which  he  followed  in  Montrose  un- 
til twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  then  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  for  a few  years.  He  continued 
to  make  his  home  in  that  city  throughout  life,  and 
died  February  13,  1877.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  the  Montrose  cemetery.  He  was  a prominent 
citizen,  having  been  county  treasurer,  county  com- 
missioner, commissioners’  clerk,  sheriff  and  register 
and  recorder.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  from 
1840  until  his  death.  In  all  these  positions  he  se- 
cured the  highest  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  by 
his  unswerving  integrity  and  conscientious  fidelity  to 
every  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  was  a peace-maker, 
and  his  kind  advice  often  averted  vexatious  litiga- 
tion and  animosities  among  friends  and  neighbors. 

In  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Avery  was  mar- 
ried, March  27,  1830,  to  Miss  Harriette  Lord,  who 
was  born  in  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  February  23,  1798, 
and  died  in  Montrose,  July  20,  1876.  Her  parents 
were  Henry  and  Ann  (Van  Dyke)  Lord,  the  former 
a native  of  Maine,  the  latter  of  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.  They  resided  for  a few  years  in  Great  Bend, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  but  both  died  in  Yates 
county,  New  York. 

Mr.  Avery  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  was  a consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  As  a citizen  he  was  ever  ready 
to  discharge  everv  duty  devolving  upon  him,  and 
gave  his  support  to  every  enterprise  which  he  be- 
lieved calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit,  or  that 
would  in  any  way  advance  the  interests  of  the  town 
and  county.  He  was  widely  and  favorably  known 
and  justly  merited  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held. 

JOSEPH  DOUD,  a successful  and  progressive 
farmer  residing  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  upon  a part  of  his  present  farm, 
February  17,  1837,  a son  of  Franklin  and  Jemima 
(Halstead)  Doud,  natives  of  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  The  Doud  family  was  founded 
here  by  our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  Isaac  Doud, 
a native  of  Connecticut,  who  located  in  Lenox  town- 
ship in  the  spring  of  1799,  and  took  up  400  acres 
of  government  land,  which  had  been  laid  off  by 
him  two  years  previous.  Upon  his  place  he  erected 
a cabin  and  mill,  which  he  operated  for  some  time. 
Some  of  this  land  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
family.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  Isaac  Doud 
was  one  of  Washington’s  body  guard,  and  was  also 
blacksmith  for  the  General.  He  died  in  Sandusky 
Plains,  in  Ohio,  whither  he  removed  in  1823.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  John 
and  Eliza  (Baker)  Doud.  The  grandfather  was 
born  In  Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  came 
to  Susquehanna  county  with  his  parents.  Through- 
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out  life  he  followed  farming  and  also  operated  a 
grist  and  sawmill.  He  died  at  the  home  of  a son  in 
•West  Clifford,  and  his  wife  died  on  the  present  farm 
of  our  subject.  Franklin  Doud,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  also  an  agriculturist.  He  died  March  4,  1873, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  and  three  months,  and 
his  wife  departed  this  life  October  30,  1850,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-seven  years,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in 
Clifford  cemetery.  They  were  members  of  the 
Universalist  Church  and  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.  Their  children  were  William,  a resi- 
dent of  Wavmart,  Penn. ; Joseph,  our  subject ; Mar- 
tin V.,  of  Clarenceville,  N.  Y. ; Henrietta  died  in 
September,  1845,  aged  four  years;  Maria  E.,  of 
Portland,  Ore.;  and  Jackson  D.,  a book  agent  of 
Australia. 

Leaving  home  at  an  early  age,  Joseph  Doud 
worked  for  others  until  his  marriage,  and  then  rented 
the  old  homestead  for  nine  years,  purchasing  the 
place  at  the  end  of  that  time.  The  neat  and  thrifty 
appearance  of  the  farm  plainly  indicates  his  care- 
ful supervision  and  good  business  ability.  By  his 
ballot  he  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  has  creditably  filled  the 
office  of  poormaster.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Universalist.  and  fraternally  is  a member  of  the 
Farmers  Alliance. 

On  December  16,  i860,  in  Lenox  township,  Mr. 
Doud  married  Miss  Sarah  Felton,  who  was  born 
in  that  township,  daughter  of  George  and  Cynthia 
Felton,  November  22,  1841,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  Effie  M.,  Ida  L..  Walter 
C.,  Jennie  Alice,  Arthur  W.  and  Harry  M.,  all 
now  deceased,  leaving  only  the  voungest.  Mason 
B.,  living  at  the  present  time.  The  mother  died 
February  11,  1900,  aged  fiftv-eight  years  and  two 
months,  deeply  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her. 

CHRISTOPHER  HENDERSHOT  (de- 
ceased) was  for  several  years  one  of  the  most  hon- 
ored and  highlv  respected  citizens  of  AVestfall  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most  reliable 
and  prosperous  business  men.  He  was  born  at 
Swartwood,  N.  I.,  March  6,  1825,  and  was  left  an 
orphan  at  an  early  age.  His  real  name  was  Rierson, 
but  he  was  reared  bv  a Mr.  Hendershot,  and  as- 
sumed the  name  of  his  foster-father. 

In  1845  our  subject  came  to  Pike  county  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  Westfall  township,  where  he 
operated  a stone  quarry  and  also  engaged  in  farm- 
ing with  marked  success.  In  earlv  life  he  also  as- 
sisted in  the  construction  of  the  Erie  railroad.  In 
response  to  his  country’s  call  for  aid  during  the 
Civil  war,  he  enlisted  December  7,  1864,  in  Com- 
pany E,  51st  P.  V.  I.,  for  one  vear,  but  as  the  war 
ended  before  that  time  he  was  honorably  discharged 
July  27,  1865.  His  company  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  William  R.  Foster.  While  living 
near  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  Mr.  Hendershot  went 
on  a hunting  trip,  and  on  his  return  while  alight- 
ing from  the  stage  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  he  was 
accidentally  shot.  This  was  some  time  in  March, 


1874.  In  his  death  the  community  realized  that  it 
had  lost  one  of  its  most  valued  and  useful  citizens, 
and  his  family  mourned  tlie  loss  of  a kind  and 
affectionate  husband  and  father.  His  duties  were 
always  performed  with  the  greatest  care,  and  his 
personal  honor  and  integrity  were  without  blemish. 

In  1845,  at  Swartwood,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Hender- 
shot married  Miss  Susan  Maines,  a native  of  Sus- 
sex county,  that  State,  born  July  10,  1825,  a daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Mary  (Cox)  Maines,  of  said  county. 
The  following  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Aaron,  who  is  still  on  the  old  homestead  in  Westfall 
township;  Joseph,  a railroad  man  of  Port  Jervis,  N. 
Y..  who  married  Emma  Adams;  Hiram,  who  died 
unmarried ; William,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below;  Lydia  A.,  deceased  wife  of  William  McPeet; 
Sarah,  at  home;  John  P.,  a farmer  of  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  who  married  Drinda  Hill ; Abram,  at 
home ; Charles,  who  died  unmarried ; and  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Elworth  Clark,  a railroad  fireman  residing 
in  Port  Jervis,  New  York. 

William  Hendershot  is  an  native  of  West- 
fall  township,  Pike  county  and  was  reared  to  habits 
of  thrift  and  industry,  never  leaving  the  parental 
roof.  In  1876  the  family  removed  to  his  present 
home,  and  while  assisting  in  its.  operation  he  also 
gives  considerable  attention  to  stone  quarrying.  He 
has  always  been  a hard  worker,  and  due  success 
has  not  been  denied  him.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  ever  takes  a deep  and 
commendable  interest  in  public  affairs. 

HON.  JAMES  MILLHAM  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  and  honored  citizens  and  representa- 
tive business  men  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  was 
born  August  1,  1832,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  of 
which  his  parents,  John  and  Charity  (Roof) 
Millham,  were  also  natives. 

In  1836  the  family  removed  to  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  locating  on  a farm  about  a mile  and 
a half  from  Hawley,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  and  blacksmithing. 
Although  quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner  he 
made  many  friends  and  was  was  often  called 
upon  to  serve  in  local  offices  of  honor  and 
trust.  He  died  in  1889,  aged  eighty-two  years  his 
wife  in  the  fall  of  1880,  aged  seventy-eight.  They 
were  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Baptist  cemetery 
at  Hawley.  Their  children  were  as  follows : Sarah 
married  John  B.  Shipt,  a carpenter  (both  are  now 
deceased)  ; Caroline  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Daniel 
Tuttle,  who  is  living  retired  in  Hawley;  George 
is  a carpenter  living  near  Rosendale,  N.  Y. ; James  is 
next  in  order  of  birth ; Eliza  Jane  married  William 
Krummell,  a tanner  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; 
Mary  and  Allen  S.  both  live  in  Hawley ; Johanna  is 
the  wife  of  S.  T.  Wells,  a turner  in  Hawley.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Morris  and 
Margaret  Millham,  also  removed  from  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in  1836,  and  there 
spent  their  remaining  davs  upon  a farm.  The  111a- 
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ternal  grandfather,  James  Roof,  and  his  wife  always 
made  their  home  in  Sussex  county,  New  Jersey. 

On  leaving  the  home  farm  where  he  was  reared, 
James  Millham  came  to  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  for  three  years  clerked 
in  the  store  of  William  C.  Conklin,  after  which  he 
was  similarly  employed  for  two  years  by  Joseph 
Hollidsday  at  the  place  where  he  now  carries  on 
business  on  his  own  account.  In  connection  with  J. 
T.  & W.  Cromwell,  he  bought  out  his  employer,  and 
under-  the  name  of  Cromwell  & Co.,  business  was 
carried  on  for  three  years.  Mr.  Millham  then  sold 
his  interest  to  Mr.  Soliday,  for  whom  he  clerked  for 
three  years.  In  1862,  during  the  Civil  war,  he  was 
appointed  revenue  collector  for  Wayne  county,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until  1865,  when  he  again 
embarked  in  merchandising  near  his  present  site, 
carrying  on  business  there  until  1888,  in  which  year 
he  removed  to  his  present  store  building.  For  a few 
years  he  operated  a sawmill  in  Hawley,  and  is  now 
president  of  the  Hawley  Water  Co.  He  possesses 
untiring  energy,  is  quick  of  perception,  and  his  close 
application  to  business  and  excellent  management 
have  brought  to  him  the  high  degree  of  prosperity 
which  is  to-day  his. 

On  May  30,  1862,  in  Hawley,  Mr.  Millham  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Dunlap,  Rev.  Van  Holton,  a 
Presbyterian  minister,  officiating.  To  them  have 
been  born  three  daughters,  namely:  Eva  J.,  now  the 
wife  of  Wilson  D.  Decker,  clerk  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Coal  Co.,  at  Dunmore,  Penn. ; Sarah  E.,  wife 
of  E.  L.  Slagher.  a merchant  of  Hawley ; and  Lucy, 
wife  of  James  D.  Ames,  also  a merchant  of  that 
place. 

Mr.  Millham  has  never  let  his  orivate  interests 
interfere  with  his  duties  of  citizenship,  and  he  has 
always  taken  a prominent  and  active  part  in  public 
affairs.  He  has  held  a number  of  local  offices,  was 
five  years  justice  of  the  peace  in  Hawley,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1880  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  Wayne  county,  which  he  most  ably  represent- 
ed. The  Republican  party  always  finds  in  him  a 
stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  has  done 
much  to  insure  its  success  in  his  locality.  He  is  a 
third-degree  Lreemason,  belonging  to  the  Blue 
lodge  at  Hawley,  and  for  twenty  years  he  has  held 
membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  pub- 
lic and  private  life  are  alike  above  reproach,  and  his 
career  has  ever  been  such  as  to  commend  him  to 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact.  Courteous,  genial,  well  informed, 
alert  and  enterprising,  he  stands  to-day  one  of  the 
leading  representative  men  of  Wayne  county. 

PETER  W.  SHAFER  (deceased)  was  one  of 
the  worthy  and  honored  citizens  of  Hamilton  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  also  a Union  soldier  dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 

Mr.  Shafer  was  born  in  Hamilton  township, 
June  10,  1843,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Christiana  (Say- 
lor) Shafer,  the  former  also  a native  of  that  town- 
ship, the  latter  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.  His 


paternal  grandfather,  James  Shafer,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Hamilton  township,  in  1820,  how- 
ever, removing  to  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  spent  his  remaining  days.  The  father  remained 
a resident  of  Monroe  county,  and  throughout  his 
active  business  life  carried  on  operations  as  a farm- 
er, drover  and  butcher.  He  was  living  retired  in 
Stroudsburg  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1878,  when 
he  was  seventy  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  in  1809,  departed  this  life  in  1868.  In  their 
family  were  the  following  children : Leah,  who  is 

living  with  her  brother  Samuel  on  a farm  in  Ham- 
ilton township;  Joseph  and  a daughter,  who  died 
when  young;  Samuel,  who  married  a lady  named 
Gower,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Hamilton 
township ; Charles,  deceased,  who  married  Sarah 
Heller ; Jacob,  who  married,  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Iowa ; Sarah,  wife  of  Addison  Shafer,  of 
Pennsylvania ; Joseph,  a resident  of  Rock  Island, 
111. ; Rachel,  deceased  wife  of  George  Backman ; 
Thomas,  who  married  Florence  Learn,  and  lives  in 
Cuba,  N.  Y. ; and  Peter  W.,  our  subject. 

In  1861  Peter  W.  Shafer  laid  aside  all  per- 
sonal interests  to  aid  his  country  in  her  struggle  to 
preserve  the  Union,  enlisting  in  Company  F,  4th 
P.  V.  I.  He  was  never  wounded,  but  contracted  a 
disease  while  in  the  service.  In  1876  he  removed  to 
the  farm  in  Hamilton  township  now  occupied  by 
his  family  and  operated  by  his  son.  From  1882 
until  1890  he  drove  a stage  between  Stroudsburg 
and  Wind  Gap,  Penn.,  and  also  between  Saylors- 
burg  and  Lehigh  Gap,  and  from  that  time  until  his 
death  followed  various  occupations.  He  passed 
away  September  8,  1895,  at  his  home  in  Hamilton 
township,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the 
Bossardsville  cemetery.  He  was  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  his  section  of  the  State, 
and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact,  in  either  business  or  so- 
cial life. 

At  Stroudsburg,  in  June,  1863,  Air.  Shafer  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Featherman, 
and  to  them  were  born  the  following  children : 
Anna  and  Oliver,  who  died  when  young;  Sally, 
wife  of  George  Fable,  a hotel  proprietor  of  Mt. 
Minsi  (now  Tannersville) , Penn.;  Stewart,  who 
married  Mary  Shafer,  and  lives  at  Mt.  Minsi ; Clar- 
ence, a resident  of  Springtown,  N.  J. ; Rogers,  now 
at  home ; and  Howard,  of  Hamilton  township,  Mon- 
roe county. 

Mrs.  Shafer  was  born  on  the  old  Featherman 
homestead  in  Hamilton  township,  a daughter  of 
Charles  and  Sally  Ann  (Pifer)  Featherman,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  the  same  township,  the  latter  of 
Northampton  county,  Penn.  The  father,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  wealthy  citizens  of 
this  section  of  the  county,  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead in  1828,  and  was  extensively  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  He  served  as  county  commis- 
sioner for  one  term,  and  was  an  active  and  influ- 
ential member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  died 
January  11,  1892,  aged  seventy-six  years,  his  wife 
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March  14,  1854,  aged  fifty-four  years,  and  the  re- 
mains of  both  were  interred  in  Mt.  Zion  Church 
cemetery.  Mrs.  Shafer  is  the  eldest  of  their  eight 
children;  Peter,  deceased,  (first)  married  Rachel 
Haney  and  (second)  a Mrs.  Hallick ; Aaron  mar- 
ried Mary  Poncelar,  and  is  now  living  retired  in 
Stroudsburg;  Jeremiah  married  Marietta  Mostella, 
and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship; Stewart  married  Rose  Shafer,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  the  same  township ; and  Anna  is  the 
wife  of  W.  L.  Andrews,  a merchant  of  Rossland, 
Penn.  Mrs.  Shafer’s  paternal  grandfather,  Balser 
Featherman,  was  born  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  son 
of  John  P.  and  Sarah  (Danahower)  Featherman. 
natives  of  Lehigh  and  Montgomery  counties,  re- 
spectively. In  1806  Balser  Featherman  came  with 
his  parents  to  Monroe  county,  where  his  father  had 
purchased  a farm  in  1800,  but  did  not  locate  thereon 
until  six  years  later.  Balser  Featherman  operated 
a mill  in  his  younger  days,  but  later  in  life  devoted 
his  time  to  farming.  He  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  Lutheran  Church,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected, and  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  He  married  Margaret  Houser,  who 
was  born  in  Northampton  county,  daughter  of  Cas- 
per Houser,  and  both  died  in  Hamilton  township — 
the  former  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years, 
the  latter  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine — and  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Mt.  Zion  cemetery.  Mrs.  Featherman 
was  drowned  in  a mill-race  in  front  of  her  home, 
walking  into  the  same  while  in  her  sleep.  To  Balser 
Featherman  and  wife  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: John,  deceased,  married  Ann  Storm;  Sally, 
deceased,  married  Amos  Labar  ; Philip  went  to  New 
Orleans,  La.,  where  he  obtained  a position  on  a 
steamboat,  and  was  never  again  heard  from ; Eliza- 
beth, deceased,  married  Samuel  Pifer ; Charles  and 
Abram  were  twins,  the  former  being  Mrs.  Shafer’s 
father,  and  the  latter  died  unmarried  in  Chili,  South 
America,  in  1875  ; Lydia  is  the  widow  of  Charles 
Butts,  of  Lime  Spring,  Iowa ; Jonathan,  deceased, 
married  Sally  Butts;  and  Jacob  H.  is  a farmer  of 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county. 

D.  R.  DE  LONG,  M.  D.,  a prominent  physi- 
cian  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  is  a man  of 
ripe  experience  in  his  profession,  in  which  he  has 
won  an  enviable  reputation.  He  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  apparently  learned  the  art  of  growing- 
old  gracefully  and  upon  them  the  dignity  of  years 
rests  like  a crown  of  blessing,  suggesting  the  wis- 
dom garnered  in  life’s  long  discipline. 

The  De  Long  family,'  which  is  of  French 
origin,  has  been  identified  with  this  Commonwealth 
for  several  generations.  The  Doctor's  grandfather 
De  Long  was  born  December  25,  1787,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life  was  spent  at  Allentown 
and  Sunbury,  Penn.,  but  he  finally  removed  to  In- 
diana, and  his  death  occurred  near  Indianapolis, 
when  he  was  in  his  eighty-eighth  year.  By  occu- 
pation he  was  a teamster,  and  for  many  years  he 
drove  a six-horse  team  between  Philadelphia  and 


Sunbury.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  served  as 
an  ensign  in  the  16th  Regiment  of  the  United 
States  regular  army,  and  his  commission,  which  is 
dated  July  23,  1812,  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
our  subject.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Black),  was 
born  October  16,  1785,  and  died  at  Orangeville,  Co- 
lumbia Co.,  Penn.  They'had  six  children,  of  whom 
our  subject’s  father,  Edward  De  Long,  was  the 
eldest.  Pollie  married  Henry  Faus,  of  Buck  Horn, 
Columbia  county,  and  after  his  death  she  accom- 
panied her  daughter  to  Florida,  where  she  died  some 
years  ago;  Henry  and  William  died  at  Orangeville; 
Jesse,  born  August  2,  1814,  resided  near  Hazelton, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Penn. ; and  Catherine,  born  January 
16,  1816,  never  married. 

Edward  De  Long,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1808,  in  Fishing  Creek  township,  Co- 
lumbia county,  and  was  christened  April  3,  1809. 
He  was  an  industrious  man,  making  his  livelihood 
by  his  own  laDor,  and  attained  a good  old  age,  dying 
in  1882,  one  month  previous  to  the  seventy-fourth 
anniversary  of  his  birth.  His  wife,  Isabelle 
(Rishel),  died  in  1836,  and  he  never  married  again. 
Of  their  two  children,  the  older  died  in  infancy,  and 
the  other  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Dr.  De  Long  was  born  November  3,  1834,  in 
Bloomsburg,  Columbia  county,  and  during  his 
youth  he  attended  the  academy  there  and  a school  in 
Orangeville.  He  also  received  instruction  in  theo- 
retical and  practical  surveying  from  a private  tutor, 
a graduate  of  Yale  College,  and  when  eighteen 
years  old  he  himself  began  teaching  school,  con- 
tinuing successfully  for  four  winters.  In  the  mean- 
time he  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in 
due  time  cook  a course  in  the  Pennsylvania  Med- 
ical College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1857. 
On  April  6,  1865,  he  was  appointed  assistant  surgeon 
of  the  1st  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry,  with  the 
rank  of  first  lieutenant.  He  served  a year,  lack- 
ing a few  days,  and  was  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
until  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Washington. 
Later  he  was  assigned  to  service  with  the  214th  P. 
V.  I.,  at  Camp  Roe,  Annapolis,  Md.  On  leaving  the 
army  he  located  at  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  and  after 
two  years  removed  to  Centerville,  Northampton 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  practiced  with  marked  suc- 
cess for  twenty-four  years.  In  1894  he  settled  at 
Stroudsburg,  and  his  reputation  for  knowledge  and 
skill  speedily  brought  him  an  extensive  practice 
there.  On  "December  28,  1897,  he  was  appointed 
a member  of  the  board  of  pension  examiner  sur- 
geons at  Stroudsburg.  His  interest  in  military  af- 
fairs remains  as  keen  as  ever,  and  for  many  years 
he  has  been  a member  of  Armstrong  Post  No.  386, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Portland,  Penn.,  a member  of  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth E.  Eilenberger,  and  six  children  have  blessed 
the  union.  (1)  William  E.,  a druggist,  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Philadelphia.  (2)  One  whose 
name  is  not  given,  died  in  infancy.  (3)  Isabella 
died  in  childhood.  (4)  G.  W.  died  at  the  age  of 
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four  years.  (5)  Eugene,  a graduate  of  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  at  Philadelpnia,  is  now  practicing 
medicine  at  Giger’s  Mills,  Berks  Co.,  Penn.  He  mar- 
ried a Miss  Zetter,  and  has  three  children — David, 
Esther  and  Eugene.  (6)  Charles  is  engaged  in 
the  drug  business  with  lhs  brother  in  Philadelphia. 
The  family  is  connected  with  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  take  an  interest  in  all 
that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which 
they  make  their  home. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  De  Long  is  of  German  descent 
on  the  paternal  side,  her  great-grandfather  Eilen- 
berger  having  been  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to 
America.  Her  grandfather  Eilenberger  was  born 
in  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  and  passed  his  life 
there,  attaining  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His 
wife,  Susan  (Harts),  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
They  had  eight  children:  Sarah  (Mrs.  Smith), 

Jonas,  Jacob,  William,  David,  Catherine,  one  whose 
name  is  not  given,  and  Frederick.  William  Eilen- 
berger, the  father  of  Mrs.  De  Long,  was  born  in 
Northampton  county,  and  he  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  Frutchey,  both  lived  to  the 
age  of  seventy.  Mrs.  De  Long's  maternal  grand- 
father Frutchey  in  early  life  resided  in  Easton,  Penn. 
She  died  at  Mt.  Bethel,  when  aged  seventy-nine 
years,  seven  months  and  some  days.  His  son,  Will- 
iam Frutchey,  is  now  over  ninety  years  of  age  and 
has  buried  all  his  children.  Of  the  eleven  children 
of  William  and  Sarah  Eilenberger  four  died  in  child- 
hood. The  others  are : Paulina  married  Philip 

Short ; Susannah  married  Levi  Easily ; Hannah 
married  Peter  Miller ; Elizabeth,  Mrs.  De  Long, 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth  ; Matilda  married  Henry 
Schoch  ; Sarah  married  Jesse  Hilliard;  and  Peter. 
With  the  exception  of  Mrs.  De  Long  all  reside  in 
Northampton  county. 

CHRISTIAN  NAUM  AN.  This  honored  and 
venerable  gentleman  has  for  almost  half  a century 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  and 
business  interests  of  Paradise  township,  Monroe 
county,  carrying  on  operations  there  as  a mason, 
cooper  and  farmer,  and  in  his  undertakings  he  has 
been  fairly  successful.  Mr.  Nauman  was  born  July 
28,  1815,  in  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  a son  of 
Michael  and  Maria  (Strieker)  Nauman,  who  after 
their  marriage  settled  in  Newburg,  that  county,  but 
in  1821  removed  to  Monroe  countv.  In  Paradise 
township  the  father  took  up  a tract  of  government 
land  and  upon  that  homestead  resided  for  twenty- 
one  years,  his  death  occurring  at  that  olace.  All 
of  the  twelve  children  of  his  family  were  born  in 
Northampton  county,  and  with  the  exception  of 
our  subject,  the  youngest,  all  are  now  deceased, 
among  whom  were:  (1)  Michael  married  and 

made  his  home  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe 
county.  (2)  George  moved  to  New  York  State, 
where  he  married  and  spent  his  last  days.  (3)  Jo- 
seph married  and  followed  the  mason's  trade  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county.  (4)  Sam- 
uel died  unmarried  in  Monroe  county.  (5)  Polly 


married  (first)  Peter  Eckert,  who  died  in  Easton, 
Penn.,  and  she  later  married  (second)  Dr.  James 
Cross,  who  removed  to  Monroe  county,  where  her 
death  occurred.  She  left  one  son,  William  Eckert, 
who  was  killed  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war. 
(6)  Elizabeth  was  the  wife  of  John  Boorem,  of 
Paradise  township,  where  both  died  leaving  a fam- 
ily. (7)  Catherine  married  Michael  Long  and 
resided  in  Northampton  county,  where  they  died 
leaving  a family.  (8)  Hannah  married  William 
Bush  and  located  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  but  later 
returned  to  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  where 
they  died  leaving  two  daughters.  (9)  Susanna 
married  Michael  Beavers,  of  Easton,  Penn.,  a sol- 
dier of  the  Civil  war,  and  they  lived  first  in  Strouds- 
burg and  later  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  followed 
brick  making.  They  died  there  leaving  six  children, 
namely — Joseph  (a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war),  John, 
Christopher,  James,  Louise  (Mrs.  George  Rangle, 
of  Scranton),  and. Philip  (who  married  and  moved 
W est ) . 

Christian  Nauman,  cur  subject,  obtained  a 
limited  education  in  the  subscription  schools  near 
his  boyhood  home,  and  when  a young  man  learned 
the  cooper’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some 
years.  In  1831  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Rosan  Wagoner,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Barbara  Wagoner,  early  settlers  of  Monroe  county. 
After  his  marriage  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
in  Paradise  township,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  has  converted  the  wild  land  into  a well- 
cultivated  farm,  has  erected  thereon  good  and  sub- 
stantial buildings,  cleared  much  of  the  land,  planted 
fruit  trees  and  made  many  other  improvements 
which  add  to  the  beauty  and  value  of  the  place. 
His  wife,  who  was  an  earnest  and  devoted  Chris- 
tian woman,  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Church, 
departed  this  life  November  11,  1896. 

To  them  were  born  thirteen  children,  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  Edward,  born  in  March,  1853,  never 

married,  and  was  killed  on  the  Delaware,  Lack- 
awanna & Western  railroad  in  August,  1887.  (2) 

Caroline,  born  in  March,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  George 
Moolbaugh,  of  Scranton,  an  engineer  on  the  Del- 
aware, Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  and  they 
have  six  children — Jennie,  Gertrude,  Or'ie,  Esther, 
Ruth  and  Edward.  (3)  Frank  L.,  born  in  June, 
1856,  is  a conductor  on  the  same  road  and  resides  at 
Clark’s  Summit,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.  He  mar- 
ried Annie  Transue,  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children — Net- 
tie, Rena,  one  whose  name  is  not  given,  and  Mertie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  (4)  Sarah  J., 
born  in  October,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  William  Row, 
a farmer  of  Paradise  township,  and  they  have  four 
children- — Laura,  Vernie,  Edith  and  Lulu.  (5) 
Joel,  born  in  May,  1859,  married  Sarah  Everett,  of 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  re- 
side at  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  is 
superintendent  of  Mr.  Hooker's  peach  basket  fac- 
tory. They  have  one  daughter,  Helen.  6)  Michael 
B.,  born  in  January,  1861,  received  a public-school 
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education  and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm.  In 
1882  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Delaware,  Lack- 
awanna & Western  railroad  as  brakeman,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  1893,  and  has  since  been 
conductor  on  the  same  road.  In  1892  he  married 
Mina  Woolbaugh,  of  Monroe  county,  a daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  Woolbaugh,  of  Sm'ithfield 
township.  They  made  their  home  in  Scranton  until 
April,  1898,  when  they  located  on  his  father’s  old 
homestead,  which  he  is  now  carrying  on  in  connec- 
tion with  railroading.  He  Is  a member  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Trainmen.  His  only  child, 
Christian,  was  born  in  November,  1895.  (7)  Laura, 
born  in  July,  1862,  is  the  widow  of  Grant  Cordin,  of 
Scranton,  where  she  now  resides.  She  has  one 
daughter,  Llelen.  (8)  David,  born  in  February, 
1864,  follows  railroading  and  resides  at  Mt.  Pocono, 
Monroe  county.  He  married  Minnie  Warner,  of 
Paradise  township,  and  has  one  son,  Clair.  (9) 
Allen,  born  in  September,  1865,  married  Minnie 
Nauman,  of  Paradise  township,  and  they  live  at 
Mt.  Pocono.  They  have  one  daughter,  Flossie. 
(10)  Ellen,  born  in  January,  1868,  married  Sam- 
uel G.  Coffman,  of  Monroe  county,  a railroad  man, 
and  they  make  their  home  in  Scranton.  They  have 
four  children — Robert,  Rossie,  Mildred  and  Etta, 
(n)  Emmett,  born  in  March,  1870,  is  a brakeman 
on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad, 
and  resides  in  Scranton.  He  married  Nora  Coff- 
man, of  Paradise  township,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Nellie.  (12)  Gertrude,  born  in  March, 
1872,  is  with  her  father.  (13)  Lizzie,  born  in 
March,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  Orrin  Hildreth,  a farmer 
of  Paradise  V alley,  and  they  have  one  son,  Earl. 

Mr.  Nauman  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  has  never  aspired  to  office.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  an  active  and  prominent 
member  and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  with  which  his  family  is  also  connected, 
and  for  twelve  years  he  served  as  class-leader.  Dur- 
ing his  long  and  useful  career  he  has  gained  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact  either  in  business  or  social  life. 

PHILIP  F.  FULMER,  M.  D„  who  is  well 
known  as  an  able  physician  and  public-spirited  cit- 
izen, is  the  proprietor  of  the  “High  Falls  Hotel,” 
a popular  hostelry  near  Dingman’s  Ferry,  Pike 
county.  The  attractions  of  that  locality  were  rec- 
ognized in  early  days,  and  in  1784  a hotel  (“The 
Wayside  Inn”)  was  opened  on  the  site  by  Martin 
W.  Dingman,  which  was  afterward  called  Ding- 
man’s  choice,  being  the  only  one  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

Tradition  says  tnat  others  had  preceded  him  and 
that  the  site  had  been  occupied  by  a tavern  for  one 
hundred  and  three  years,  when  purchased  by  Dr. 
Fulmer,  in  1866.  The  building  contained  only  sev- 
enteen bedrooms,  and  was  far  from  meeting  mod- 
ern requirements,  but  the  Doctor  at  once  enlarged 
and  remodeled  it  and  made  many  improvements  in 
the  grounds,  adding  to  the  natural  beauties  of  the 


place.  With  admirable  business  judgment  he 
brought  the  charms  of  the  locality  to  the  notice  of 
city  people,  and  during  the  summer  season  the 
house  is  filled  with  guests.  Ninety-three  rooms 
furnish  accommodations  for  two  hundred  people, 
and  the  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  supplies  all  the 
choicest  delicacies  of  the  season  for  the  table.  The 
place  is  easily  reached  by  railroad  and  stage,  being 
nine  miles  from  the  Sussex  branch  of  the  Delaware 
& Lackawanna  railroad,  twenty-five  miles  from 
Stroudsburg  and  sixteen  miles  from  Port  Jervis. 
The  house  faces  the  Delaware  river,  only  one- 
eighth  of  a mile  away,  and  is  on  the  Milford  and 
Dingman  “river  road.”  The  scenery  is  remarkable 
for  beauty,  and  visitors  find  many  points  of  interest 
within  walking  distance,  the  High  Falls,  Lower 
Falls,  Soap  Trough,  Suspension  Cave,  Lookout 
Rock,  Fossil  Hili,  Echo  Glen,  Fathomless  Cave, 
Fairy  Glen,  Emerald  Cascade,  the  Vestibule,  Maple 
Grove  and  the  High  Knob  having  more  than  local 
reputation.  For  a drive  there  are  many  objective 
points,  the  most  celebrated  being  the  Conashaugh 
Valley,  Raymondskill  Falls,  Bridal  Veil  Falls,  Saw- 
kill  Falls,  Utter’s  Peak,  Indian  Ladder,  Iris  Grotto, 
the  AVild  Gorge,  Silver  Lake,  Fern  Bank,  Hanging 
Rock,  and  Laughing  Waters.  Silver  Lake  is  a 
fine  sheet  of  water  about  a mile  and  a half  in  length 
and  affording  excellent  fishing,  while  the  numerous 
streams  in  the  vicinity  are  supplied  with  an  abundant 
stock  of  gamey  and  appetizing  members  of  the  finny 
tribe.  During  the  hunting  season  game  is  plentiful, 
and  it  is  not  strange  that  the  “High  Falls  Hotel” 
has  become,  a favorite  resort. 

Dr.  Fulmer  and  his  wife  are  people  of  culture 
and  refinement,  and  both  are  descended  from  honor- 
able ancestry.  The  Doctor’s  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Fulmer,  came  from  Germany  and  located  in 
Richmond,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  business 
as  a tanner  and  farmer. 

Judge  John  Fulmer,  the  Doctor’s  father,  was 
born  in  1793,  in  Richmond,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn.,  and  soon  after  his  marriage  to  Barbara  Ann 
Brakely  he  settled  at  Stewartsville,  N.  J.,  where  he 
carried  on  a store  and  tannery  until  1858.  From 
that  time  until  1866  he  was  engaged  in  similar 
enterprises  at  Fulmersville,  and  for  fifteen  years 
he  was  a director  of  the  old  Philipsburg  Bank, 
which  he  helped  to  organize.  He  was  a man  of 
influence,  holding  numerous  offices,  and  from  1822 
to  1861  was  postmaster  at  Stewartsville,  while  for 
twenty-five  years  he  was'  an  associate  judge  of  the 
courts  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.  Always  a friend  of 
progress,  he  gave  aid  to  educational  and  religious 
movements,  being  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church  and  the  Academy  in  Stewartsville. 
He  retired  about  1872,  and  died  in  1890,  aged  ninety- 
seven,  being  buried  in  the  Lutheran  cemetery  at 
Stewartsville.  His  estimable  wife,  who  was  born  in 
1799,  and  died  in  1882,  was  of  German  descent  and 
a daughter  of  Mathias  Brakely,  a farmer  of  War- 
ren county,  N.  J.,  and  his  wife,  Barbara  (Fine). 
To  Judge  Fulmer  and  his  wife  the  following  chil- 
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dren  were  born:  Brakely  (deceased),  who  mar- 

ried Sarah  Godfrey,  and  was  a merchant  at  Stewarts- 
ville;  Andrew  J.,  who  is  now  in  the  same  business, 
and  has  served  two  terms  in  the  New  Jersey  Legis- 
lature; John  (deceased),  who  married  a Miss 
Beardsley,  and  was  formerly  connected  with  the 
store  at  Stewartsville ; Philip  F.,  our  subject,  comes 
next;  William  (deceased),  a merchant  at  Blooms- 
burg,  N.  J.,  who  married  a daughter  of  Dr.  Henkel, 
of  Newmarket,  Va. ; Mary,  widow  of  Jacob  Strader, 
of  Washington,  N.  J.;  Emma,  widow  of  David 
Clark,  formerly  president  of  a bank  at  Danville, 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Fulmer  was  born  June  19,  1830,  at  Stewart- 
ville,  N.  J.,  where  his  education  was  begun.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen,  on  completing  a course  in  the 
local  academy,  he  entered  Lafayette  College,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1848.  His  preparatory  course 
in  medicine  was  taken  with  Dr.  James  C.  Kennedy, 
of  Stewartsville,  and  Dr.  William  Wilson,  of  Beth- 
lehem, Penn,  (an  uncle),  and  later  he  attended  a 
course  of  lectures  at  the  New  York  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  two  courses  at  Pennsylvania  University, 
graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in  the  spring 
of  1853.  He  located  at  Fulmersville,  Penn.,  where 
he  speedily  built  up  a good  practice,  and  he  also 
managed  his  father's  store  and  tannery  there  until 
1866,  when  they  were  sold,  and  he  bought  his  pres- 
ent property,  then  a small  hotel  which  he  rented 
some  three  years.  In  1869  he  took  possession,  and 
commenced  to  build  not  long  after.  He  has  de- 
voted his  attention  to  his  practice,  adding  constantly 
to  its  extent,  and  his  ability  and  skill  have  won 
for  him  an  enviable  reputation.  In  politics  the  Doc- 
tor is  a Democrat,  and  for  twenty-five  years  he 
served  as  secretary  of  the  local  school  board,  de- 
clining to  hold  the  office  longer  because  of  the  pres- 
sure of  other  duties ; he  was  superintendent  of  the 
Pike  county  schools  from  1857  to  1866.  Lhider 
Cleveland’s  administration  he  served  as  postmaster, 
and  he  has  been  delegate  to  several  State  conven- 
tions. 

On  May  25,  1865,  Dr.  Fulmer  was  married, 
at  Wilkes  Barre,  to  Miss  Ella  Bennitt,  of  Elmira, 
N.  Y.,  and  three  children  have  blessed  the  union : 
Frank,  who  died  at  Richmond,  Va.,  when  five  years 
old;  Miss  Nana  B.,  at  home:  and  Philip  F.,  Jr.,  an 
attorney  in  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Fulmer  comes  of 
good  New  England  stock  in  the  paternal  line,  and 
her  grandfather,  Platt  Bennitt,  who  married  a Miss 
Wheeler,  of  Horseheads,  N.  Y.,  was  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, but  settled  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
founded  the  first  Episcopal  Church.  Her  father, 
Wilson  Bennitt  (1801-1861),  made  his  home  in 
Elmira,  and  married  a native  of  that  city,  Miss  Mary 
Tuttle  (1806-1858),  whose  mother,  in  her  maiden- 
hood a Miss  Cantine,  was  born  in  France,  ajid  whose 
father  came  from  England  and  located  first  on  Long 
Island,  later  becoming  a leader  among  the  pioneers 
of  Elmira,  being  one  of  the  first  Freemasons  there, 
and  assisting  in  organizing  the  first  Presbyterian 
Church  of  that  city. 


AMZI  COOLBALUH  (deceased)  was  an  hon- 
ored resident  of  Monroe  county,  and  worthily  rep- 
resented a family  which  has  long  been  noted  for 
the  qualities  of  character  that  constitute  good  cit- 
izenship. The  name  is  said  to  be  identical  with  Coil- 
brook,  and  the  ancestry  has  been  traced  to  Germany, 
the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  America  being 
William  Collbaugh,  a sea  captain,  who  married 
Sarah  Johnson  and  located  first  in  Hunterdon  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  and  later  in  this  section,  in  what  is  now 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county. 

Moses  Coolbaugh,  father  of  our  subject,  lived 
and  died  in  Smithfield  township,  attaining  the  age 
of  about  sixty  years.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Nyce, 
and  they  had  a numerous  family,  of  whom  William 
F.  was  a banker  in  Chicago,  but  is  now  deceased ; 
Amzi  was  second  in  order  of  birth ; J ohn  is  a promi- 
nent farmer  in  Iowa;  George  is  deceased;  M.  Frank 
is  a farmer  in  Smithfield  township ; Mrs.  Catherine 
Kerr  is  a resident  of  Stroudsburg ; Mrs.  Lydia 
Peters  resides  in  Summerville,  Pike  county ; Eloner 
is  the  wife  of  E.  Freeman,  of  Montclair,  N.  J.; 
Susan,  Mary  and  Hannah,  all  died  unmarried. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  reared  in  Smith- 
field  township,  receiving  a district  school  education, 
but  in  early  manhood  he  made  his  home  in  New 
Jersey,  where  he  engaged  successfully  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  After  six  years  he  removed  to  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county,  continuing  general  farm- 
ing there,  and  later  he  and  his  wife  built  a handsome 
and  commodious  home  in  Stroudsburg,  where  his 
death  occurred  February  28,  1896.  He  was  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  but  did  not  aspire  to  official  honors. 
As  a citizen  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem,  and 
for  years  he  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Stroudsburg.  On  December  8, 
1859,  he  was  married,  in  Mt.  Bethel,  Northampton 
Co.,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Dildine,  who  with 
three  children  survives  him:  (1)  Moses  W.,  who 

operates  a furniture  factory  at  Springville,  Mo.,  mar- 
ried Anna  Holbrook,  and  has  one  daughter — Cath- 
erine E.  (2)  Robert  Ross,  who  resides  at  home, 
has  a coal  office  in  East  Stroudsburg.  (3)  Herbert 
F.  is  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  with  his  brother  Moses. 

Mrs.  Coolbaugh  is  a lady  of  culture  and  re- 
finement, and  is  of  a most  retiring  disposition.  Her 
early  life  was  spent  chiefly  at  Mt.  Bethel,  North- 
ampton Co.,  Penn.,  but  her  education  was  com- 
pleted by  a course  in  a female  seminary  at  Easton, 
Penn.  She  now  resides  at  the  Coolbaugh  residence 
in  Stroudsburg,  which  is  considered  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  city.  On  the  paternal  line  Mrs.  Cool- 
baugh is  descended  from  Dutch  stock,  and  her 
grandfather,  Henry  Dildine,  who  married  a Miss 
Nyce,  lived  in  Upper  Mt.  Bethel,  Northampton 
county,  attaining  a good  old  age.  Harmond  Dil- 
dine, Mrs.  Coolbaugh’s  father,  was  born  in  North- 
ampton county,  and  married  Miss  Sarah  D.  Ayers, 
also  a native  of  that  locality,  who  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  They  had  four  children:  Mary  A., 

deceased,  who  married  first  A.-  Ayers  and  second 
a Mr.  Auylemeyer,  of  Illinois ; David  H.,  deceased, 
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formerly  a merchant  in  Easton,  Penn. ; Elizabeth, 
who  died  in  childhood;  and  Sarah  J.,  Mrs.  Cool- 
baugh.  The  father  of  this  family  died  some  years 
ago,  and  the  mother  afterward  married  Robert 
Ross,  by  whom  she  has  two  children : Marshall  B., 
a farmer  of  Lower  Mount  Bethel ; and  Susan  M., 
who  married  Art  DePue,  and  died  in  Iowa. 

SAMUEL  REINHART,  at  this  writing  com- 
missioner of  Monroe  county,  is  one  of  Stroudsburg’s 
leading  citizens,  and  his  sterling  qualities  of  char- 
acter have  won  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  community  in  an  unusual  degree. 

Mr.  Reinhart  comes  of  thrifty  German  stock 
and  according  to  tradition  his  great-grandfather 
Reinhart  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to 
America.  Plenry  Reinhart,  our  subject’s  grandfa- 
ther, was  born  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  and  passed 
his  life  there,  following  the  weaver’s  trade  at 
Macungie.  He  died  at  the  age  .of  sixty-two,  and  was 
buried  at  Blue  Church,  in  Lehigh  county.  His  wife, 
Catherine  Ward,  also  a native  of  Lehigh  county, 
survived  him  and  spent  her  last  years  with  a son  at 
Stroudsburg,  her  death  occurring  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  Her  remains  now  rest  in  Scott  Run  cem- 
etery, in  Monroe  county.  They  both  spoke  German 
habitually  and  their  respective  families  were  known 
as  Pennsylvania  Dutch.  They  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  Silas  Reinhart,  our  subject’s  father,  was  the 
youngest.  Charles  died  in  Pocono  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  was  buried  at  Scott  Run  cem- 
etery ; Thomas  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two  and  was  buried  in  Chestnut  Hill  cemetery,  Le- 
high county ; Abraham  resides  near  Emans,  Lehigh 
county,  with  his  daughter ; Catherine  married  Abra- 
ham Fetherman,  and  was  drowned  at  Lockport,  N. 
Y.,  having  fallen  from  a bridge  while  crossing  a 
stream;  George  (deceased)  is  buried  at  Tanners- 
ville;  Silas,  a farmer  and  weaver  by  occupation, 
died  and  was  buried  at  Appenzell,  Monroe  county ; 
Eve  married  Isaac  Widdes  and  resides  near  Scott 
Run,  Monroe  county  ;■  David,  deceased,  was  a farm- 
er in  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Silas  Reinhart,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  October  29,  1814,  in  Lehigh  county,  where  he 
remained  until  he  reached  his  majority,  much  of 
the  time  previous  to  that  being  spent  in  working 
for  farmers  of  the  neighborhood.  When  twenty-one 
years  old  he  located  in  Monroe  county,  finding  em- 
ployment as  a teamster,  and  later  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  wild  land  in  Jackson  township,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved  for  a homestead.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religious  faith  he  was 
a Lutheran.  His  death  occurred  at  his  homestead  in 
1894,  and  his  wife,  Rachel  Heller,  who  was  born  in 
1817,.  in  Plamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  also 
died  in  1894.  Of  their  twelve  children  three  died  in 
infancy,  the  others  were:  William,  a grocer  in 

Scranton;  Samuel,  our  subject;  Sarah,  who  married 
W.  A.  Wilson,  of  Jackson  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty ; James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years ; 
Ella,  widow  of  W.  Schoch ; Martha  J.)  wife  'of  V. 


O.  Merwin,  of  Tunkhannock  township,  Monroe 
county ; Emma,  wife  of  Samuel  T.  Smith ; Delilah, 
who  married  J.  F.  Rinker ; and  Arthur  H.,  a resi- 
dent of  Jamestown,  New  York. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  9,  1843,  in 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  but  he  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Jackson  township,  his  par- 
ents having  removed  there  during  his  infancy.  He 
remained  at  the  home  farm  until  his  enlistment  in 
Company  G,  215th  P.  V.  1.  He  served  throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  war,  his  time  being  spent  in 
garrison  duty  at  Washington  and  Fort  Delaware, 
and  he  was  discharged  July  31,  1865.  On  his  re- 
turn home  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  which  he 
followed  in  various  places  until  1896.  For  some 
time  he  made  his  home  with  his  parents,  but  in 
1884  he  removed  to  Du  Bois,  Penn.,  where  he  re- 
sided a few  months.  Later  he  went  to  Wilkes 
Barre,  but  finally  returned  to  Monroe  county,  and 
after  a short  residence  in  Jackson  township  he  set- 
tled in  Stroudsburg.  During  all  this  time  he  was  en- 
gaged in  carpentering,  doing-  a good  business  as  a 
contractor,  and  occasionally  he  became  interested  in 
other  lines  of  effort.  He  was  the  first  to  go  East  for 
Christmas  trees,  which  he  shipped  by  the  carload  to 
the  cities  of  this  region,  and  as  the  venture  proved 
to  be  very  profitable  he  now  has  many  imitators, 
hundreds  of  carloads  being  sent  here  every  winter. 
Mr.  Reinhart  has  always  been  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  although  the  county 
is  nominally  Democratic, his  popularity  has  made  him 
a strong  candidate.  At  one  time  he  missed  b)^  a few 
votes  an  election  to  the  office  of  sheriff,  and  in  1896 
he  was  chosen  to  his  present  office  of  county  com- 
missioner. He  married  Miss  Amanda  Daily,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1866,  and  they  have  one 
daughter- — Mabel. 

REUBEN  F.  RODGERS,  M.  D.,  a prominent 
physician  of  Cresco,  Monroe  county,  possesses  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  among  whom  he  profes- 
sionally administers  and  enjoys  a large  an-d  lucrative 
practice.  Gaining  a valuable  and  varied  experience 
for  a few  years  after  his  graduation,  he  located  in 
Barrett  township,  where  for  more  than  a decade  he 
has  most  successfully  practiced  medicine. 

Dr.  Rodgers  was  born  in  1850,  in  Northamp- 
ton county,  Penn.,  a son  of  John  and  Mary  E. 
(Michael)  Rodgers,  and  a grandson  of  Herman 
Rodgers,  who  was  born  in  Berlin,  Germany,  and 
when  a boy  came  to  America  as  a stowaway  aboard 
a vessel.  He  subsequently  worked  out  his  passage 
money  at  Easton,  Penn.,  in  time  becoming  a builder 
of  arks  on  the  Lehigh  river.  After  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Andrews,  of  Northampton  county,  he  set- 
tled near  Trenton,  where  he  remained  through  life. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  seventeen  children, 
the  following  reaching  maturity:  John  was  the 

father  of  our  subject;  Henry  settled  in  Honesdale, 
where  he  died,  leaving  a family;  Mary  (now  de- 
ceased) was  the  wife  of  Jacob  Musicks,  a leading 
business  man  of  Edenville,  Inch ; Julia  is  the  wife  of 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1407 


William  Walters,  of  Frankfort,  Ind.,  and  has  one 
son,  Allen  Henry,  born  to  a former  marriage;  Will- 
iam is  a resident  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.; 
Maggie  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Halleck,  of  Indiana; 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Yacht,  of  Petersville, 
Penn.;  Charlotte  is  the  wife  of  Gideon  Danna,  of 
Indiana,  and  their  two  children  reside  at  Frankfort, 
in  that  State;  Herman  married  and  lived  at  James- 
town, N.  Y.,  and  his  wife  was  killed  by  a fall  while 
a resident  of  Renovo,  Penn.,  and  two  of  their  chil- 
dren were  fatally  burned  by  an  oil  explosion ; Anna 
is  the  wife  of  a hotel-keeper  at  Fresno,  Cal. ; Aaron 
died  at  Frankfort,  Ind. ; Andrew  was  an  undertaker 
at  South  Bethel,  Penn. ; and  Sabilla  was  killed  in  a 
railroad  accident  in  Northampton  county  and  left 
four  children. 

John  Rodgers,  the  father  of  our  subject,  began 
life  as  a carriage  manufacturer  at  Bath,  North- 
ampton county.  He  conducted  the  business  for  nine 
years,  then  moved  to  Allentown,  where  he  became  a 
dry  goods  and  millinery  merchant.  For  eight  years 
he  was  proprietor  of  the  “Gordon  House,”  then 
moved  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  conducted  a gro- 
cery business  until  his  death  in  18Q4.  Herman,  his 
business  partner,  was  for  several  years  mayor  of 
Allentown,  Penn.  John  Rodgers  married  (first) 
Miss  Mary  E.  Michael,  who  died  in  1857,  leaving 
two  children:  Reuben  F..  our  subject,  and  Meta  E., 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Hervey  Atkinson,  of  Ocean 
Grove,  N.  J. ; he  married  (second)  Miss  Mary  E. 
Lattimore,  of  Hunterdon  county,  N.  J.,  a teacher 
in  the  high  schools  of  that  State,  and  to  the  mar- 
riage were  born  two  children : Walter,  who  is  now 
chief  officer  of  the  Prudential  Life  Insurance  Co., 
of  Pennsylvania ; and  Cora,  who  married  a Mr.  Mor- 
rison, of  Philadelphia.  In  politics  the  father  of 
these  children  was  an  Old  Line  Whig  and  later  a 
Republican. 

Dr.  Reuben  F.  Rodgers,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  attended  the  Allentown  Academy,  and  after 
his  graduation  he  became  a student  at  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelhia,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  was  graduated  in  1881.  He  began  his  pro- 
fessional career  with  the  Hackton  Bros.,  of  Chi- 
cago. Subsequently  he  went  to  Frankfort,  Ind., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  practice  some  fourteen 
months,  then,  in  1883,  he  located  at  Bethel,  Penn., 
remaining  some  time.  He  has  since  practiced  suc- 
cessively at  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  and  at  Tannersville,  in  Monroe  county — at 
the  latter  village  from  1886  to  1888.  From  Tan- 
nersville he  removed  to  Cresco,  Barrett  township, 
where  he  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in 
his  professional  duties. 

In  1884  Dr.  Rodgers  was  married  to  Miss  Lou- 
isa Whitsel,  of  West  Bethel,  the  daughter  of  John 
Whitsel,  a native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  who  emi- 
grated to  this  country,  stopping  at  Port  Jervis,  N. 
Y.,  and  later  settling  at  Bethel,  Northampton  coun- 
ty, Penn.  His  wife  was  a native  of  Algiers.  The 
wife  of  Dr.  Rodgers  died  in  1893,  leaving  no  chil- 
dren. In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a Republican.  He 


was  reared  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  A.  P.  A.  at  Cresco.  He  is  devoted  to  his 
profession,  and  keeps  well  informed  in  medical  ad- 
vancement throughout  the  world,  yet  he  always  finds 
time  for  social  duties. 

JACOB  HARTMAN,  at  this  writing  com- 
missioner of  Monroe  county,  is  one  of  Stroudsburg’s 
successful  business  men,  his  energy,  foresight  and 
thrift  having  gained  for  him  an  honorable  place  in 
life. 

Mr.  Hartman  comes  of  good  German  stock, 
his  paternal  great-grandfather  Hartman,  who  re- 
sided at  Allentown,  Penn.,  being  the  first  of  the 
family  to  come  to  America. 

Jonathan  Hartman,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  at  Allentown,  hut  soent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county, 
where  he  died  when  about  fifty  years  of  age.  He 
was  a veterinary  surgeon  by  occupation  and  in  pol- 
itics he  was  a Democrat,  while  he  was  actively  in- 
terested in  religious  work  in  his  community  as  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His  wife,  Mary 
M.  Edinger,  a native  of  Northampton  county,  Penn., 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  They  had  the 
following  children:  Samuel,  our  subject’s  father; 

Aaron  (deceased),  formerly  a farmer  and  butcher 
in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county ; Lydia,  who 
married  Samuel  Spragle  and  died  in  Hamilton 
township;  John  was  a resident  of  Ross  township, 
Monroe  county  ; and  Joseph,  a butcher  by  trade,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years. 

Samuel  Hartman,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1818,  and  died  in  1883.  He  was  edu- 
cated chiefly  in  the  schools  of  Snyderville,  and  his 
youth  was  spent  on  a farm  in  that  vicinity.  On  at- 
taining manhood  he  engaged  in  practice  as  a vet- 
erinary surgeon,  and  this  occupation  he  followed 
successfully  throughout  his  active  life,  his  home 
being  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county.  He 
married  Miss  Caroline  Shirley,  who  was  born  in 
1820,  in  Hamilton  township,  and  died  in  1886.  Our 
subject  was  the  eldest  in  a family  of  twelve  children, 
the  others  being  Charles,  a resident  of  Hamilton 
township;  Catherine,  who  married  Nathan  Hufford, 
a stone  mason  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county : 
Jonathan,  who  was  accidentally  killed  on  a railroad 
when  about  forty  years  of  age ; Peter,  a resident  of 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county;  Lydia  Ann,  wife 
of  David  Jxdinger ; Loranz,  a brick  mason  in  Illi- 
nois ; Abraham,  who  resides  in  Chicago ; Samuel, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six ; Maria,  wife  of 
James  Edinger;  Milton,  a mason,  residing  near  Fac- 
toryville,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn. ; and  Israel,  who 
died  when  three  years  old. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  13,  1841,  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  obtained  at  Snyderville.  He  learned  the 
mason's  trade  in  Stroudsburg,  and  after  following 
it  successfully  for  twenty-eight  years  he  engaged  in 
farming.  This  occupation  proved  uncongenial,  and 
I two  years  later  he  left  it  and  turned  his  attention  to 
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the  milk  business,  which  he  has  now  carried  on  suc- 
cessfully since  1894.  He  has  always  been  interested 
in  political  questions,  being  an  ardent  Democrat, 
and  in  1896  he  was  elected  county  commissioner, 
taking  office  January  4,  1897.  He  is  an  excellent 
citizen  and  a man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  his  ster- 
ling qualities  of  character  winning  him  many  friends. 
Physically  he  is  well  built  and  vigorous,  with  dark 
complexion,  showing  traces  of  his  wholesome  out- 
door life.  He  and  his  family  are  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  are  prominent  in  social  life. 
In  1859  he  married  Miss  Eva  J.  Staples, a Well-known 
resident  of  Poplar  Valley,  Stroud  township,  Mon- 
roe county.  Seventeen  children  have  blessed  this 
union:  (1)  Jedius,  who  died  in  West  Chicago, 

married  Miss  Miller,  and  had  three  children.  (2) 
Jarvis,  who  married  a Miss  Rinker,  and  has  chil- 
dren. (3)  David  married  a Miss  Featherman, 
and  has  one  child — Miles.  (4)  Robert  E.,  who  re- 
sides in  Hamilton  township,  near  Saylorsburg,  mar- 
ried Miss  Stamits,  and  has  children.  (5)  May 
married  George  Lewis,  of  New  York  State,  and  has 
three  children — Lizzie,  Eve,  and  one  whose  name 
is  not  given.  (6)  Lizzie  married  N.  Segine,  and 
has  children.  (7)  Carrie  married  George  Ire,  and 
has  had  three  children — Edith,  Morris  and  Sallie. 
.(8)  Jacob  J.,  born  in  Hamilton  township,  married 
Miss  Buzzard,  and  has  one  child — Bessie.  (9) 
Howard  is  at  home.  (10)  William  married  Miss 
Schroeder,  and  has  two  children — Russell,  and  one 
whose  name  is  not  given.  (11)  Charley,  (12) 
Hattie,  (13)  Annie,  (14)  Annis,  and  (15)  Bessie, 
are  all  at  home.  (16)  John  died  when  two  years  of 
age.  (17)  Stewart  is  at  home. 

WILLIAM  DEAN  (deceased)  was  for  many 
years  a prominent  resident  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe 
county,  and  throughout  his  long  and  useful  life  he 
manifested  the  qualities  of  character  which  win  and 
retain  the  confidence  and  respect  of  men. 

Mr.  Dean  was  born  October  4,  1800,  and  in 
early  manhood  was  engaged  in  business  at  Strouds- 
burg, as  a saddler  and  harness  maker,  but  later  he 
became  connected  with  the  stage  line  between  that 
city  and  Milford,  contracting  for  the  mails  and  oper- 
ating the  route  for  more  than  twenty  years.  His 
thrift  and  industry  brought  him  a handsome  com- 
petence, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  val- 
uable real  estate  in  Stroudsburg.  From  his  youth 
up  he  enjoyed  robust  health,  his  death,  on  January 
28,  1878,  being  the  result  of  old  age  rather  than 
of  any  distinct  malady.  Doubtless  his  correct  hab- 
its did  much  to  make  possible  his  freedom  from  dis- 
ease, as  smoking  was  the  only  questionable  practice 
he  ever  indulged  in.  He  was  a devout  Presbyterian, 
and  his  faith  was  for  him  a matter  of  daily  living, 
integrity  marking  his  every  transaction.  On  No- 
vember 10,  1822,  he  married  his  first  wife,  Miss 
Catharine  Lee,  who  died  June  27,  1828,  leaving  one- 
child,  Mary,  now  the  widow  of  John  Faunce,  of 
Stroudsburg.  On  October  20,  1829,  he  married  Miss 
Catharine  Lander,  who  was  born  February  5,  1800, 


and  died  December  14,  1835,  and  he  afterward 
formed  a third  matrimonial  union,  this  time  with 
Miss  Sarah  K.  Matthew,  who.  died  February  25, 
1878.  By  the  second  union  there  were  four  children  : 
Charles,  who  is  in  the  paving  business  in  Philadel- 
phia; Sophia  L.  (Mrs.  Edward  Brown),  who  is 
mentioned  below ; Eliza,  wife  of  G.  W.  Bushnell,  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Catharine,  wife  of  Samuel 
Hoffman,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  By  the  third  mar- 
riage there  were  four  children : Ann  Rebecca,  who 
died  when  seventeen  years  old ; Guy  Morrison  and 
William  E.,  both  residents  of  New  Fork  City;  and 
Joseph  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven. 

Mrs.  Sophia  L.  (Dean)  Brown  was  born  March 
1,  1832,  and  was  reared  in  Stroudsburg,  her  edu- 
cation being  obtained  there,  and  on  April  27,  1858, 
she  married  the  late  Edward  Brown,  who  was  born 
October  11,  1812,  and  died  August  19,  1892.  Four 
children  blessed  this  union:  (1)  William  M.,  born 
May  19,  i860,  married  Mrs.  Carrie  Carr,  of  Flem- 
ington,  and  lias  had  three  children — Ella  D.,  Wal- 
ter S.  and  Frank.  (2)  Emma  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years.  (3)  Miss  Carrie  S.,  who  resides  at 
home,  is  a highly  accomplished  young  lady,  and  is 
popular  in  the  best  social  circles  of  Stroudsburg. 
(4)  G.  Clayton,  born  July  30,  1871,  married  Miss 
Cora  Staples  and  resides  in  Stroudsburg,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  the  cigar  business. 

The  late  Edward  Brown  was  a member  of  one 
of  Stroudsburg’s  well-known  pioneer  families,  and 
his  father,  Jacob  Brown,  was  a prominent  agricultur- 
ist in  that  locality,  his  last  years  being  spent  in  retire- 
ment in  East  Stroudsburg.  This  worthy  pioneer 
was  a Whig  in  early  life  and  later  a Republican.  He 
married  and  had  the  following  children : Robert, 
who  died  at  the  old  home  in  East  Stroudsburg; 
Edward,  of  whom  a further  account  is  given  below ; 
C.  Mary,  wife  of  Charles  Brodhead  and  mother  of 
Hon.  C.  D.  Brodhead,  of  Stroudsburg.  Edward 
Brown  was  at  one  time  a farmer  in  Stroud  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  for  some  years  was  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  at  Tannersville  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Brown  & Morgan,  but  dur- 
ing his  last  years  he  lived  in  retirement  in  Strouds- 
burg. He  married  (first)  Miss  Emily  Morgan, 
by  whom  he  had  seven  children : Charles,  Milton, 
Mary,  Mattie,  Frank,  Edward  and  Hettie. 

JOSEPH  C.  LATTIMORE,  now  living  re- 
tired at  Dingman's  Ferry,  Pike  county,  is  one  of 
the  few  remaining  pioneers  of  this  region  who  have 
watched  and  taken  part  in  its  development  from  its 
primitive  state  to  its  present  advanced  condition. 
During  his  early  manhood  and  prime  he  was  one 
of  the  most  active  business  men  in  Dingman’s  Ferry, 
and  he  has,  in  his  long  and  honorable  life,  gathered 
a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  this 
part  of  Pike  countv.  where  he  is  held  in  venerable 
esteem  by  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a native  of  the 
county,  born  January  21,  1818,  in  Delaware  town- 
ship, a son  of  Hugh  Lattimore  and  a grandson  of 
Robert  and  Margaret  (Craig)  Lattimore. 
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Robert  Lattimore  and  his  family  settled  in 
Delaware  township,  Dike  county,  in  1808,  migrating 
hither  from  Nortnampton  county,  this  State,  and 
here  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  He  was  drowned  by  the  capsizing  of  a boat. 
Of  his  seven  children,  John  married  Dorothy  Van 
Atten ; George  and  William  died  unmarried ; Hugh 
is  the  father  of  Joseph  C.  Lattimore;  Elizabeth 
married  Cooper  J agger ; IVIollie  married  Ephraim 
Drake;  and  Nancy  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Frazier. 

Hugh  Lattimore  was  born  June  7,  1793,  in 
Northampton  county,  Penn.,  where  he  passed  his 
early  boyhood,  and  in  1808  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Delaware  township,  Pike  county.  He  was 
a farmer  and  lumberman  by  occupation.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Cortright,  who  was  born  in  Dela- 
ware in  1800,  daughter  of  Joseph  Cortright,  a life- 
long resident  of  that  township,  she  being  the  eldest 
of  his  three  children,  viz.:  Mary,  Hannah  (Mrs. 

J.  H.  Gill)  and  Jerusha  (Mrs.  Cornelius  Dicki- 
son).  Mr.  Lattimore  passed  away  February  3, 
1867,  in  Delaware  township,  Mrs.  Lattimore  in' 
March,  1876,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Hannah  M.  Steele,  in  Dingman  township. 

Joseph  C.  Lattimore  received  the  ordinary  ad- 
vantages for  education  enjoyed  by  boys  of  his  day, 
and  at  the  tender  age  of  ten  years  began  real  work 
in  the  lumber  woods  of  Delaware  township.  The 
men  would  attach  the  horse  to  the  logs,  and  our 
subject  drew  them  to  mill  until  he  was  able  to  en- 
gage in  the  heavier  work,  continuing  at  lumbering 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  com- 
menced his  apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith’s  trade. 
He  entered  the  shop  of  John  M.  Heller,  at  Bush- 
kill,  with  whom  he  remained  three  years,  receiving 
thirty  dollars  for  his  services  during  that  time,  and 
subsequently  he  worked  as  a journeyman,  finally 
locating  in  Dingman’s  Ferry,  where  he  built  a shop 
and  commenced  on  his  own  account.  For  twenty- 
five  years  he  conducted  this  business  successfully, 
at  the  end  of  that  time  going  to  Dingman’s,  where 
he  embarked  in  the  butcher  business.  He  peddled 
meat  between  Milford  and  Dingman’s  for  a number 
of  years,  and  in  May,  1885,  joined  his  son  Charles 
in  the  same  line  in  Milford,  buying  the  share  of 
his  son  Lafayette,  who  had  been  a partner  for  a 
short  time.  Here  he  continued  for  nine  years,  in 
May,  1894,  selling  his  interest  to  his  son  Charles 
and  returning  to  Dinginan’s  Ferry,  where  he  has 
since  lived  in  retirement ; however,  he  spends  part 
of  his  time  with  his  son  Charles  in  Milford.  Dur- 
ing all  these  years  Mr.  Lattimore  worked  hard  to 
make  a success  of  his  undertakings,  and  the  pros- 
perity which  rewarded  his  efforts  was  well  deserved, 
all  the  more  so  as  he  commenced  life  without  finan- 
cial assistance  or  “backing”  of  any  kind,,  and  he  is 
a self-made  man  in  the  honored  sense  of  the  term. 
Good  judgment  and  fareful  management,  coupled 
with  sterling  integrity  and  regard  for  the  rights  of 
others,  marked  all  his  dealings,  and  he  gained  and 
retained  an  enviable  reputation  among  the  substan- 
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tial  citizens  of  this  township  as  a man  reliable  and 
trustworthy  under  any  circumstances.  Mr.  Latti- 
more served  two  years  as  poormaster  and  six  years 
as  school  director  in  his  township,  but  he  afterward 
refused  office  steadfastly,  preferring  to  devote  his 
entire  time  to  his  private  affairs.  Nevertheless  he 
has  always  held  rank  with  the  most  public-spirited 
citizens  of  the  township,  and  has  been  a prominent 
man  of  the  locality  from  his  early  manhood.  Polit- 
ically he  has  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 

On  February  27,  1844,  Mr.  Lattimore  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  with  Miss 
Hannah.  Bensley,  who  was  a native  of  Lehman 
township,  Pike  county,  born  January  10,  1822,  and 
died  November  30,  1886;  her  remains  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  Dingman’s.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Adam  and  Ann  (Simpson)  Bensley,  who  came  to 
Pike  county  in  an  early  day  from  Middle  Smith- 
field,  Monroe  county.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lattimore,  of  whom  we  give  a brief 
record:  Mary  A.  (now  deceased)  was  the  wife  of 

William  Martin,  a farmer  of  Unionville,  N.  Y. 
Elizabeth  married  Levi  Howell,  who  is  a stone 
mason  and  tanner,  and  resides  in  Dingman’s 
Ferry;  Mr.  Howell  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 
Susan  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Oscar  Brink,  a 
carpenter  of  Milford.  Emily  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years.  Helen  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 
Charles,  a sketch  of  whom  follows.  Jerusha  (de- 
ceased) was,  the  wife  of  James  S.  Drake,  a grocer 
of  Scranton,  Penn.  Lafayette  is  a butcher  in  Mil- 
ford; he  married  Elizabeth  Hissum.  Jacob  resides 
in  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  conducts  a restaurant 
business ; he  married  Rosie  Baker. 

CPI  ARLES  LATTIMORE,  at  present  serv- 
ing as  collector  of  taxes  in  Milford,  Pike  county, 
is  a son  of  Joseph  C.  Lattimore  (a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  above),  and  was  born  January  1,  1853,  at 
Dingman’s  Ferry. 

Mr.  Lattimore  was  brought  up  in  his  native 
place,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  acquir- 
ing a good  practical  education.  During  his  boy- 
hood he  suffered  greatly  from  a white  swelling, 
being  confined  to  his  bed  for  two  years,  but  he  for- 
tunately recovered,  though  not  completely,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  commenced  work  in  a 
restaurant,  at  Port  Jervis,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years.  Returning  to  his  home,  he  found  em- 
ployment with  Ran.  Van  Gorden,  in  his  hotel,  con- 
tinuing with  that  gentleman  for  four  years,  after 
which  he  worked  another  two  years  in  the  restau- 
rant at  Port  Jervis,  this  time  as  general  manager 
of  the  establishment.  We  next  find  him  at  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  teaming  for 
six  months,  following  which  he  spent  several 
months  in  Sussex,  N.  J.,  as  foreman  of  a con- 
struction crew  building  the  South  Mountain  rail- 
road. In  1883  he  located  in  Milford,  opening  a 
butcher  business  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
Lafayette,  whose  interest  a few  months  later  was 
bought  by  his  father,  this  copartnership  lasting 
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until  May  4,  1894,  when  the  elder  Mr.  Lattimore 
retired.  Our  subject  continued  the  business  alone 
until  September,  1896,  when  he  sold  out  to  James 
E.  Boyd  and  bought  a similar  business  in  Port  Jer- 
vis, which  he  also  sold  after  conducting  it  for  a few 
months,  and  returned  to  Milford.  He  has,  how- 
ever, continued  to  speculate  in  hides,  wool,  etc.  At 
the  last  March  court  Mr.  Lattimore  was  appointed 
collector  of  taxes,  and  has  since  held  that  position, 
discharging  the  duties  of  his  office  in  a most  accepta- 
ble manner.  He  has  also  served  as  town  council- 
man for  two  years,  being  elected  to  that  incumbency 
in  1893.  Mr.  Lattimore  has,  during  his  residence 
in  Milford,  identified  himself  with  all  her  best  in- 
terests, and  he  is  one  of  her  prominent  and  repre- 
sentative citizens,  in  every  way  worthy  of  the 
respect  which  is  accorded  him.  He  is  progressive 
in  his  ideas,  thrifty  and  honest  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  has  acquired  a well-merited  reputation  as  a 
thoroughly  capable  business  man.  His  political 
sympathies  are  with  the  Republican  party.  F ra- 
ternally  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  holding  membership 
with  Lodge  No.  828,  of  Milford. 

Mr.  Lattimore  was  married,  on  April  12,  1887, 
in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Josephine  Transue, 
and  two  children  have  blessed  their  union,  Flor- 
ence E.  and  Joseph.  Mrs.  Lattimore  was  born 
November  1,  1862,  in  Middle  Smithfield,  Monroe 
Co.,  Penn.,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Haney) 
Transue,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of  Mon- 
roe county,  Penn.,  where  his  parents,  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Smith)  Transue,  resided  for  many  years, 
thence  removing  to  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where 
they  died.  William  Transue  took  up  his  father's 
occupation,  milling,  and  for  twelve  years  carried 
on  a mill  in  Monroe  county.  In  1875  he  removed 
to  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Fie  died  February  15,  1890,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven  years.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Haney)  Transue 
was  born  in  January,  1837,  in  Sussex  county,  N. 
J.,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Berks)  Haney, 
of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  she  now  resides  in 
her  native  county,  on  a farm  adjoining  the  place 
of  her  birth.  Her  family  consists  of  four  children — 
Ida,  wife  of  Legrand  Gunn,  a farmer  of  Sussex 
county;  Josephine,  Mrs.  Lattimore;  Hattie,  un- 
married, who  lives  with  her  mother;  and  Will  D., 
also  at  home. 

HENRY  MELODY  (deceased)  was  one  of 
the  valiant  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  Civil  war,  and  an  honored  and  highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  Great  Bend  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  with  whose  agricultural  interests  he 
was  identified  for  many  years.  He  was  born  in 
that  township,  and  was  there  reared  by  a Mr.  Du 
Bois. 

Mr.  Melody  married  Mrs.  Jane  Burlington,  a 
native  of  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of  Abram 
and  Jane  (Wooden)  Slater,  of  that  place.  She  had 
(first)  married  William  Burlington,  who  died  in 


1859,  and  to  that  union  were  born  two  children — 
Mary  A.,  who  died  some  years  ago;  and  Lena,  now 
the  wife  of  Elias  Snediker,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
By  her  marriage  to  our  subject  Mrs.  Melody  be- 
came the  mother  of  four  children,  namelv : ( 1 ) 

Scott,  born  in  Great  Bend  township,  in  1863,  mar- 
ried Melvina  Hines,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
they  now  reside  in  Great  Bend.  (2)  Adaline,  born 
in  June,  1865,  married  Frederick  Bulson,  of  New 
York  State,  by  whom  she  has  two  children — -Fred- 
erick and  Jessie,  and  they  also  make  their  home  in 
Great  Bend.  (3)  Grant,  born  in  1868,  is  unmar- 
ried, and  resides  on  the  home  farm  with  his  mother. 
(4)  Ella,  born  in  1874,  married  Martin  Welch,  of 
Homer,  N.  Y.,  and  they  lived  in  Great  Bend,  where 
she  died  leaving  two  children — Stella  and  Leon, 
who  reside  with  their  grandmother,  Mrs.  Melody. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Melody  began  their  do- 
mestic life  upon  a farm  in  Smoky  Hollow,  Great 
Bend  township,  where  she  still  resides.  During 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Melody  enlisted,  at 
Owego,  N.  Y.,  in  Company  B,  109th  N.  Y.  V.  I., 
and  served  from  January,  1863,  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  being  honorably  discharged  at  the  Wash- 
ington City  Hospital.  Among  the  engagements  in 
which  he  participated  were  the  battles  of  Spottsvl- 
vania  and  the  Wilderness,  and  in  the  latter  he  was 
wounded  in  both  legs  and  a minie  ball  pierced  one 
of  his  arms,  disabling  him  for  life.  After  the  war 
he  purchased  the  present  homestead  of  the  family 
and  there  continued  to  reside  until  called  from  this 
life  in  July,  1879.  He  was  in  politics  a stanch  Re- 
publican and  took  an  active  part  in  political  work 
in  his  county,  but  never  aspired  to  office.  As  a 
soldier  he  was  brave  and  fearless,  and  as  a citizen 
he  was  upright  and  honorable,  true  to  every  trust 
reposed  in  him,  commanding  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him. 

Mrs.  Melody  has  displayed  excellent  business 
ability  in  the  management  of  her  affairs  since  her 
husband’s  death.  She  is  a true  Christian  woman, 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  has  devoted 
her  life  to  doing  good  to  tho§e  around  her.  She  is 
not  only  the  mother  of  two  sets  of  children,  but 
has  reared  four  families  who  are  a credit  to  her. 
Although  now  well  advanced  in  years,  her  mind  is 
still  bright  and  active  and  all  her  faculties  are  well 
preserved.  Her  generous,  kindly  disposition  has 
made  her  many  friends  in  the  community  where 
she  has  so  long  resided. 

STEPHEN  P.  HOPKINS  (deceased),  who 
was  for  many  years  a leading  and  prominent  dairy- 
man and  farmer  of  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, was  born  November  19,  1821,  in  Cattaraugus 
county,  N.  Y.,  but  in  1836,  when  a boy  of  fifteen 
years,  he  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  with  his 
parents,  Juda  B.  and  Lavina  Hopkins.  The  father 
purchased  a tract  of  wild  woodland  in  Lebanon 
township,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  son  soon 
transformed  the  place  into  a highly-cultivated  and 
well-improved  farm.  There  he  passed  away  in 
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1877,  having  survived  his  wife  for  several  years, 
her  death  occurring  in  1853.  Of  their  three  chil- 
dren, George  died  when  a young  man ; and  Anna 
Eliza,  born  in  1834,  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation, and  married  George  Sefton,  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, where  he  engaged  in  business  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  about  twenty-five  years  ago  (he 
left  three  children : Charles,  George  and  Estella, 
now  Mrs  Savoe,  of  Everett,  Mass.,  where  Mrs. 
Sefton  also  resides). 

During  his  residence  in  Wayne  county,  Ste- 
phen P.  Hopkins  continued  to  reside  upon  the  old 
homestead  in  Lebanon  township,  which  he  helped 
to  clear  and  improve.  He  was  indebted  to  the 
public  schools  for  his  educational  privileges.  In 
January,  1856,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Amanda  Adams,  of  Wayne  county,  who  was  born 
in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1833,  a daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Fanny  Adams.  However,  she  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Manchester  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  her  father  moved  during  her 
childhood,  purchasing  a farm  near  Long  Eddy, 
•where  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  remaining  days. 
In  their  family  were  twelve  children  who  reached 
yrears  of  maturity,  namely : Paul ; Maria  ; Mary ; 

Amanda;  Roxy;  Jonathan;  Fanny;  Mrs.  Effalinda 
Matthews,  of  Equinunk,  Wayne  county;  Mrs.  Laura 
Geer,  of  New  York  State;  Mrs.  Julia  Haines,  of 
Cameron  county,  Penn. ; Warner ; and  Mrs.  Alma 
Miller,  of  Driftwood,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Hopkins  brought  his  bride  to  the  old 
homestead  near  Rileyville,  where  he  erected  a fine 
residence,  besides  good  and  substantial  barns  and 
outbuildings,  and  in  later  years  also  built  a pleasant 
dwelling  for  his  son  Clarence  upon  the  same  place. 
To  the  further  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his 
farm  he  devoted  his  energies  until  called  to  his 
final  rest  in  February,  1894.  As  one  of  the  in- 
fluential and  popular  citizens  of  his  community,  he 
took  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local 
politics,  was  a stalwart  Democrat,  and  held  the 
office  of  assessor  three  terms,  supervisor,  collector 
and  township  treasurer  several  terms.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a Protestant.  His  widow  still  resides 
on  the  old  homestead,  surrounded  by  a host  of  warm 
friends  and  acquaintances. 

The  children  born  to  them  are  as  follows  : ( 1 ) 
George  W.,  born  in  1856,  grew  to  manhood  upon 
the  home  farm,  and  is  now  a traveling  salesman, 
making  his  home  in  Erie  county,  Penn.  He  is  un- 
married. (2)  Urania  L.,  born  in  1857,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  and  is  now  visiting  her 
sister,  Mrs.  Timothy  Kellam,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
(3)  Clarence  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (4) 
Cora  F.,  born  in  November,  i860,  was  provided 
with  good  school  privileges,  and  followed  teaching 
for  several  terms  in  Wayne  county.  In  1885  she 
married  Timothy  Kellam,  a traveling  salesman  liv- 
ing in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children : Clarence,  who  died  in  childhood ; 

Ray  H.  and  Lawrence  J. 

Clarence  I.  Hopkins,  born  on  the  old  home- 


stead in  1858,  received  an  excellent  education  in 
the  schools  of  Wayne  county,  and  for  a number  of 
years  was  one  of  the  leading  and  popular  teachers 
of  this  section  of  the  State.  In  1882  he  married 
Miss  Lillian  Gager,  of  Lebanon  township,  a daugh- 
ter of  Horace  and  Millicent  Gager,  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Wayne  county.  They  began  their  domestic 
ilfe  upon  the  farm  where  he  was  born,  and  with  the 
exception  of  his  mother’s  home,  he  now  owns  the 
entire  place  of  160  acres,  on  which  he  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying. 
His  children  are  Leon,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one 
year;  Leila  Amanda,  Ray  G.  and  Hazel,  at  home. 
Kike  his  father,  he  is  quite  prominent  in  public 
affairs,  and  in  1892  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace 
in  Lebanon  township.  So  acceptably  did  he  fill 
the  office  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1897  for  an- 
other five-years'  term,  and  he  has  also  served  as 
town  clerk  of  Lebanon,  being  elected  in  1885,  and 
as  township  treasurer.  He  and  his  wife  are  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Leba- 
non, in  which  he  is  serving  as  elder,  and  being  a 
good  musician  and  possessing  an  excellent  voice, 
she  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  the  music  of  the 
Church.  At  their  hospitable  home  the  ministers 
and  their  many  friends  are  always  sure  of  a hearty 
welcome. 

PROF.  U.  B.  GILLET,  at  this  writing  prin- 
cipal of  the  public  schools  of  New  Milford,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  in 
Gibson  township,  in  1845,  and  is  a son  °f  Jacob  and 
Almeda  (Parmeter)  Gillet. 

The  father  was  born  in  Gibson  township  in 
1820,  a son  of  Willard  Gillet,  who  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  and  became  a resident  of  Susquehanna 
county  about  1815.  In  Gibson  township  he  took 
up  a farm  on  which  he  spent  his  remaining  days, 
dying  in  1868.  In  his  native  township.  Jacob  Gil- 
let was  reared  and  married,  and  throughout  life  was 
prominently  identified  with  its  agricultural  interests. 
He  held  a number  of  local  offices,  the  duties  of 
which  he  most  diligently  and  faithfully  discharged. 
He  died  in  1892,  since  which  time  his  widow,  also  a 
native  of  Gibson  township,  has  made  her  home 
with  her  children.  The  Professor  is  the  elder  of 
the  children,  the  other  being  Mrs.  S.  Emma  Tif- 
fany, who  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Gibson 
township. 

Prof.  Gillet  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  New  Milford  and  at  the  Montrose  Acad- 
emy. He  commenced  teaching  in  i860,  and  has 
since  successfully  followed  that  profession,  with 
the  exception  of  three  years,  having  charge  of 
schools  in  New  Milford,  Gibson  and  Lenox  town- 
ships. He  was  principal  of  the  schools  of  Susque- 
hanna in  1868,  and  in  1887  was  elected  county 
superintendent,  filling  that  office  most-  acceptably 
until  1896.  He  increased  the  number  of  schools 
in  the  county  from  319  to  323,  and  raised  the  stand- 
ard of  all  so  that  they  compare  favorably  with  any 
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public  schools  in  the  State.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  enlisted,  in  1863,  in  Gibson  township,  in  Com- 
pany D,  35th  P.  V.  I.,  was  mustered  in  at  Harris- 
burg, and  when  his  term  of  service  had  expired 
was  honorably  discharged  the  same  year,  it  was 
after  his  return  from  the  war  that  he  completed  his 
education  at  Montrose. 

In  New  Milford  township,  in  1868,  Prof.  Gil- 
let  was  married  to  Miss  Addie  Bradford,  a native 
of  that  township,  and  a daughter  of  John  W.  Brad- 
ford, who  was  born  in  Windham  county,  Conn., 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  New  Milford 
township,  now  living"  in  the  village  of  that  name ; 
her  mother  died  in  June,  1896,  in  the  township. 
In  early  life  Prof.  Gillet  supported  the  Republican 
party  by  his  ballot,  but  since  1872  he  has  been  a 
Prohibitionist,  and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  cause  of  temperance.  Fraternally  he 
is  a member  of  Levi  Moss  Post  No.  313,  G.  A.  R. 

PETER  IT.  COLE,  who  is  at  present  serving 
as  register  and  assessor  of  Manchester  township, 
Wayne  county,  has  lived  in  that  town  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  during  which  time  he  has  become  one 
of  her  prosperous  farmers  and  dairymen.  He  is 
a native  of  New  Jersev,  born  in  June,  1844,  in  Sus- 
sex county,  where  his  family  has  resided  for  the 
past  three  generations,  the  first  of  the  line  to  come 
to  this  country  having  been  his  great-grandfather, 
William  Cole,  who  was  a native  of  Holland.  His 
son,  William  H.,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Sus- 
sex county,  married  Catherine  Brink. 

John  W.  Cole,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  182 2,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  son  of  Will- 
iam H.  and  Catherine  (Brink)  Cole,  and  was 
brought  up  and  educated  in  the  place  of  his  birth. 
He  took  up  the  teacher’s  profession  as  his  life 
work,  and  followed  it  some  twenty  years  in  Sussex 
county,  after  which,  being  disabled  by  a stroke  of 
paralysis,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  active  life. 
He  survived  until  1887,  and  his  widow  still  makes 
her  home  on  the  old  place  in  Sussex  county  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Charity  Coykendall,  and  to  her  union  with  Mr. 
Cole  were  born  six  children,  namely : Evelyn  died 

in  early  womanhood.  Emily,  born  in  1848,  married 
Stewart  Welch,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  who  now 
owns  a farm  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  they 
reside;  they  have  four  children,  Webster,  Peter  and 
Archibald  (twins),  and  Hattie.  Harriet,  born  in 
1841,  became  the  wife  of  Merritt  Carpenter,  of 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  resided  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  where  she  passed  away  in  1879,  leav- 
ing three  children,  John,  Charity  and  Catherine. 
Webster  J.,  born  in  1847,  a resident  of  Elmira, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business ; 
he  married  Miss  Mary  Coykendall,  of  Sussex  coun- 
ty, and  they  have  one  son,  Edgar.  Mary  J.,  born 
in  1857,  married  Dr.  E.  Potts,  of  Sullivan  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  has  three  daughters,  Louisa,  Minnie 
and  Nettie;  they  reside  in  Port  Jervis,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  he  follows  his  profession. 


Peter  H.  Cole  received  a practical  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  was 
brought  up  to  farm  life  on  the  home  place  in  Sus- 
sex county.  In  February,  1864,  when  nineteen 
years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  Battery, 
Light  Artillery,  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  under 
Capt.  Charles  R.  Doanes,  Gen.  Butler  commanding, 
and  served  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  Civil 
war.  The  first  engagement  in  which  he  took  an 
active  part  was  at  Petersburg  Pike,  in  May,  1864, 
and  he  was  subsequently  engaged  in  the  following 
battles:  Bermuda  Hundred,  May  18,  1864;  Bat- 

tery Marshall,  June  18;  Deep  Run,  Va.,  August 
16;  Fuller  Mills,  August  18;  Petersburg,  Septem- 
ber 16;  Varina  Roads,  September  29;  marched  from 
there  to  Richmond,  where  the  battery  threw  up 
breastworks  and  remained  until  April,  1865,  when, 
after  Lee’s  evacuation  of  the  city,  they  advanced 
on  toward  it  and  had  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
battery  to  enter  Richmond.  They  were  stationed 
there  until  discharged  from  the  service,  on  June  17, 
1865,  and  Mr.  Cole  returned  to  his  home  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  where  he  resumed  farming.  On 
January  16,  1873,  he  married  Miss  Mary  H.  Sharp, 
who  was  born  in  December,  1844,  in  Sussex  county, 
a daughter  of  Peter  and  Caroline  Sharp,  who  were 
natives  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  respectively.  They  passed  their  mar- 
ried life  in  Sussex  county,  where  Mr.  Sharp  died 
in  1879,  and  where  his  wife  is  still  living,  aged 
eighty-one  years. 

For  the  first  six  years  after  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  lived  in  Sussex  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1879  they  removed  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  locating  in  Manchester  township,  where 
they  have  since  had  their  home.  In  June,  1897, 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  in  the  township, 
situated  near  Lookout,  where  he  is  engaged  profita- 
bly in  general  agriculture  and  dairying,  ranking 
among  the  substantial  and  well-to-do  farmers  of 
the  township,  where  he  is  well  and  favorably  known. 
He  has  displayed  remarkable  energy  in  his  work 
as  a farmer  and  dairyman,  and  he  is  respected  for 
his  thrift  and  industry  and  looked  up  to  as  an 
exemplary  citizen  in  every  way.  His  reputation 
for  integrity,  honesty  and  just  dealing  is  second  to 
none,  and  his  fellow  men  have  shown  their  appre- 
ciation of  his  worth  by  electing  him  to  various 
offices  of  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  discharged 
with  faithfulness  and  ability.  He  has  served  one 
term  as  school  director,  and  at  present  holds  the 
offices  of  register  and  assessor  of  his  town.  Mr. 
Cole  is  a Republican  in  his  political  faith,  belonging 
originally  to  the  Old-line  Whig  branch. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  have  two  sons,  John  and 
Theodore.  The  eldest  was  born  in  Sussex  countv, 
N.  J.,  in  August,  1873,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Manchester  township ; he  is  at  present  in  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  growing 
hops.  Theodore  was  born  in  Sussex  county  No- 
vember 9,  1877,  received  a good  common-school 
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education,  and  is  now  engaged  in  assisting  with 
the  work  of  the  home  farm.  Mrs.  Cole  is  a devout 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Cole  was 
brought  up  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  de- 
nomination. In  social  connection  he  is  a member 
<of  Scudder  Post  No.  340,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Equinunk, 
Wayne  county. 

PATRICK  H.  WALSH  (deceased)  was  a 
native  of  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  a son  of  An- 
thony and  Mary  (Thornton)  Walsh,  who  emigrated 
to  America  in  1847  and  located  in  Scranton,  Penn., 
where  the  father  worked  for  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
son Canal  Co.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children : Mary  wedded  Patrick  McLane,  and 

both  are  now  deceased ; John  is  also  deceased ; 
Michael  is  a machinist  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; 
Bridget  and  Elizabeth  live  together  in  Scranton ; 
Sarah  died  unmarried ; Patrick  H.  was  next  in  order 
of  birth ; Anna  is  the  widow  of  Mr.  Larkin,  a 
coachman  of  Hoboken,  N.  J. ; Nellie  died  unmar- 
ried ; and  Catherine  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Thomas 
Roach,  a farmer  of  Whitewater,  111.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  Walsh,  who 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Ireland. 

In  his  native  land  Patrick  H.  Walsh  was  reared 
and  continued  to  reside  until  1845,  when  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Lhiited  States,  locating  first  in 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  for  eighteen 
years  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Coal  Co.  He 
then  came  to  Wayne  county,  and  from  James  Glenn 
purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time  as  cir- 
cumstances permitted,  until  he  owned  a valuable 
and  highly  improved  farm  of  200  acres,  in  the 
midst  of  which  is  a beautiful  lake.  Like  many  of 
the  best  citizens  of  the  county,  he  came  to  America 
poor  but  honest,  with  a sturdy  independence  and  a 
determination  to  succeed,  that  justly  entitles  him 
to  representation  in  the  history  of  his  adopted 
country. 

On  August  17,  1852,  in  Hyde  Park,  Penn., 
Mr.  Walsh  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Bridget  Loftus,  who  was  born  in  1832,  in  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  where  her  parents,  Thomas  and 
Barbara  (Jordan)  Lofti^,  made  their  home 
throughout  life,  dying  within  six  weeks  of  each 
other,  the  father  July  14,  1848,  in  middle  life,  but 
the  mother  was  several  years  younger.  By  occu- 
pation he  was  a farmer.  Mrs.  Walsh  was  the 
eldest  of  their  children,  the  others  being  Ann  and 
Mary,  who  died  in  childhood ; Barbara,  now  the 
wife  of  John  Loftus,  a puddler  in  a mill  at  Scran- 
ton, Penn. ; Catherine,  widow  of  Patrick  Mahan, 
of  Greenridge,  Penn. ; Patrick,  deceased ; and  Ce- 
celia, Thomas  and  Henry,  who  all  died  in  childhood. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walsh  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children : Michael  married  Catherine  Fox,  and 

is  engaged  in  carpentering  in  Honesdale,  Wayne 
county;  Thomas  died  and  was  buried  out  West; 
Patrick  and  Mary  died  in  childhood ; John  married 
Elizabeth  Mahan,  and  is  a physician  of  Scranton ; 


Catherine  is  a dressmaker  of  that  place ; Mary  is 
at  home  with  her  mother ; Anthony  is  living  in 
New  York  City;  Frank  is  a school  teacher  in  the 
West;  James  Andrew  is  successfully  conducting 
the  home  farm ; and  Sarah  is  at  home.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  family  are  quite  prominent  in  the  com- 
munities where  they  reside  and  have  a host  of  warm 
friends.  They  are  communicants  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  to  which  the  father  also  belonged.  His 
political  support  was  given  the  Democratic  party. 
He  died  March  15,  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Mt.  Carmel  ceme- 
tery, Dunmore,  Penn.  Throughout  his  career  of 
continued  and  far-reaching  usefulness,  his  duties 
were  performed  with  the  greatest  care,  and  during 
a long  life  his  personal  honor  and  integrity  were 
without  blemish.  His  memory  will  be  a sacred  in- 
heritence  to  his  children,  and  it  will  be  cherished 
by  a multitude  of  friends. 

JAMES  B.  KEEN,  who  is  now  efficiently 
serving  as  county  commissioner  of  Wayne  county, 
is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  substantial  busi- 
ness men  of  Canaan  township,  where  he  is  carrying 
on  operations  as  a general  farmer  and  lumberman, 
owning  and  conducting  a shingle  and  saw  mill.  He 
still  resides  at  Keen's  Pond,  Canaan  township, 
where  he  was  born  August  13,  1829,  a son  of  Elihu 
C.  and  Julia  C.  (Keen)  Keen,  also  natives  of  Wayne 
county.  Both  died  in  Canaan  township,  the  father 
March  17,  1878,  aged  eighty  years,  the  mother  in 
September,  1872,  aged  seventy-six  years.  He  was 
a stone  mason  by  trade,  and  a Democrat  in  politics 
until  the  election  of  Pierce,  when  he  supported  the 
Free  Soil  party  and  laer  the  Republican  party.  In 
religious  belief  he  was  a Universalist,  while  his 
wife  held  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Their  children  were  Martha  Ann,  now  the  wife  of 
Lafayette  Balkcom,  a farmer  of  Nebraska;  James 
B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Helen,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Clark)  Keen,  were  natives  of 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  the  latter  died.  Sub- 
sequently, about  1813,  the  grandfather  came  to 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
Canaan  township.  Our  subject’s  father  was  the 
eldest  of  their  children;  James  died  in  Ohio;  Joseph 
died  in  New  York;  Airs.  Phcebe  Ann  Doolittle  and 
her  husband  are  both  deceased ; Mrs.  Maria  Palm 
and  her  husband  died  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.;  Hester  married  Freeman  T.  Hobbs  and  both 
died  in  Illinois;  and  Jane  married  William  Condon, 
and  both  died  in  Wayne  county. 

Capt.  Mathias  Keen  (our  subject’s  maternal 
grandfather)  was  also  a native  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  1811  came  to  Wayne  county,  locating 
in  Canaan  township,  at  what  is  now  known  as 
Keen's  Pond,  which  was  named  in  his  honor.  This 
is  a celebrated  fish  pond,  200  acres  in  extent.  Here 
he  built  a dam  and  erected  both  a saw  and  grist 
mill,  which  he  successfully  operated  for  many  years, 
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the  latter  being  the  first  gristmill  with  bolt  attach- 
ments in  this  part  of  the  country.  As  commander 
of  a militia  company,  he  won  his  title  of  captain. 
He  was  accidentally  shot  while  hunting,  and  died 
from  the  effects  of  his  wounds.  He  married,  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  Miss  Anna  Reeves,  by  whom 
he  had  the  following  children:  Julia,  the  mother 

of  our  subject;  James  (deceased)  ; Jacob  L.,  a re- 
tired farmer  of  Canaan  township ; Ann,  widow  of 
Hiram  Compton,  and  a resident  of  Palmyra  town- 
ship, Wayne  county;  Rosetta,  widow  of  E.  Powell, 
and  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Catherine,  who 
married  Lyman  Hinman,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased ; Louisa  and  Mary,  who  died  in  childhood ; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  William  Howell,  and  both 
are  now  deceased;  and  Mathias,  Jr.  (deceased). 
The  parents  of  these  children  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Keen’s  cemetery,  on  a part  of  the  old  Keen  farm 
in  Canaan  township. 

Upon  the  home  farm  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
grew  to  manhood,  remaining  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  In 
Canaan  township,  March  6,  1855,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Ann  Maria  Rix,  Rev.  Joseph  Boswell,  a Pres- 
byterian minister,  performing  the  ceremony.  Eight 
children  blessed  this  union,  namely : Ida,  now  the 

wife  of  Rev.  W.  C.  Norris,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
minister  of  Willimantic,  Conn. ; George,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years ; Albert,  a railroad  man, 
who  married  Caroline  Miner  and  lives  in  Waymart, 
Wayne  county ; Charles,  who  is  with  his  parents ; 
James,  who  married  Eliza  McMinn  and  is  engaged 
in  carpentering  in  Willimantic,  Conn. ; Nora  LJ  is 
at  home ; Thomas  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  and  Wilmert  R.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years. 

Mrs.  Keen  was  born  in  Canaan  township,  on 
the  old  Rix  homestead,  November  1,  1834,  a daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Clarissa  (Whitmore)  Rix,  the 
former  a native  of  that  township,  and  the  latter 
of  Connecticut.  The  father  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, a Republican  in  politics,  and  was  called  upon 
to  serve  in  several  township  offices.  He  died  De- 
cember 10,  1869,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  his  wife 
in  1887,  aged  eighty-five  years,  and  the  remains  of 
both  were  interred  in  Canaan  Corners  cemetery. 
I hey  had  only  two  children,  the  elder  being  War- 
ren, who  entered  the  Union  army  as  a member  of 
the  17th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  was  killed  by 
a guerilla  at  Winchester,  in  October,  1864. 

Mrs.  Keen's  paternal  great-grandparents,  The- 
ophilus  and  Lydia  (Kimble)  Rix,  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Connecticut,  but  her  grandparents,  George 
and  Statire  (Benjermin)  Rix,  migrated  from  that 
State  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1802,  locating  in 
Canaan  township,  where  the  grandfather  engaged 
in  farming  and  also  held  office.  He  was  known  as 
Capt.  George  Rix,  as  he  had  commanded  a company 
in  the  State  Militia.  All  of  his  children  are  now 
deceased,  namely:  George;  Phoebe,  wife  of  Myer 

Lee;  Roxanna,  wife  of  Alexander  McMillin;  and 
Laura  and  Maria,  who  died  in  childhood.  The 


maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Keen,  Stephen  and 
Clarissa  (Lucas)  Whitmore,  were  also  natives  of 
Connecticut,  and  in  1824  removed  to  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  settling  at  Greensburg.  He  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  Their  children  were : Clarissa, 

Mrs.  Keen's  mother;  Orvin;  Albert,  a retired 
farmer  of  Wisconsin;  Warren;  and  Elmira,  wife  of 
Hartin  Gardner.  All  are  now  deceased  with  the 
exception  of  Albert. 

While  under  the  parental  roof  Mr.  Keen  worked 
at  the  stone  mason’s  trade  with  his  father,  but  after 
his  marriage  never  followed  that  occupation.  He 
began  lumbering  in  Canaan  township,  and  in  1856 
erected  his  mill,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
operated.  In  his  day  he  was  one  of  the  leading 
lumbermen ; the  output  at  times  was  a million  per 
year,  but  is  now  much  less.  Since  November,  1895, 
he  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm  of  no  acres, 
and  his  comfortable  residence  is  pleasantly  located, 
facing  Keen's  Pond.  He  also  owns  some  forty 
acres  of  timber  land.  On  September  10,  1862, 
he  responded  to  the  President’s  call  for  troops  to 
aid  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany M,  17th  Penn.  Vol,  Cavalry,  Capt.  Coe  Dor- 
land’s  company,  he  participated  in  tne  battles  of 
Chancellorsville,  Rappahannock,  and  a number  of 
other  engagements.  He  was  never  wounded,  but 
on  account  of  sickness  and  physical  disability,  he 
was  honorably  discharged  in  September,  1863,  and 
returned  home.  He  enlisted  as  a private,  but  had 
beeen  repeatedly  promoted,  at  his  discharge  hold- 
ing commission  as  first  lieutenant. 

Mr.  Keen  is  now  an  honored  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  having  been  com- 
mander of  Post  379,  at  Waymart,  and  is  a promi- 
nent Mason,  belonging  to  Blue  Lodge,  F.  &.  A.  M., 
of  Waymart,  of  which  he  is  Past  Master ; Anthony 
Wayne  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Honesdale ; and  Pales- 
tine Commandery,  K.  T.,  of  Carbondale,  Penn.  As 
a prominent  representative  of  the  Republican  party, 
he  has  often  been  their  candidate  for  official  honors, 
having  filled  almost  all  the  township  offices.  For 
a number  of  years  he  was  a member  of  the  county 
committee,  and  in  June,  1898,  was  elected  chair- 
man. He  was  three  times  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  but  failed  to  take  out  his  commission,  has. 
been  school  director  fo*r  the  past  twenty-one  years, 
and  in  1893  and  again  in  1896  was  elected  county 
commissioner,  and  he  is  now  creditably  and  satis- 
factorily filling  the  position  of  chairman  of  the 
board  of  county  commissioners. 

CHARLES  WILLIAMS  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  representative  prominent 
citizens,  of  Bossardsville,  Monroe  county.  He  was 
a native  of  the  county,  born  June  18,  1814,  and  be- 
longed to  one  of  its  highly-respected  families,  the 
founder  of  which  was  John  Williams,  a native  of 
Germany,  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
Mr.  Williams’  parents,  John  and  Catherine  (Hel- 
ler) Williams,  were  well-known  farming  people, 
spending  their  entire  lives  in  Monroe  county,  and 
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the  latter  was  a representative  of  one  of  its  hon- 
ored pioneer  families.  In  their  family  were  four 
sons : Charles,  Simon,  Peter  and  Theodore. 

Charles  Williams  was  reared  on  a farm  in 
Hamilton  township,  and  early  became  familiar  with 
every  department  of  farm  work.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  commenced  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  throughout  life,  in  connection 
with  agriculture,  and  in  his  business  undertakings 
met  with  excellent  success,  leaving  his  family  in 
comfortable  circumstances.  He  and  his  wife 
reared  a family  of  five  children : Charles,  who 

lives  on  the  old  homestead  with  his  sister  Mary, 
wedded  Emma  Flight,  who  died  leaving  one  son, 
Wantle ; Mary  and  Martha,  twins,  are  next  in  the 
family,  the  latter  now  the  wife  of  Jacob  Slutter,  a 
carpenter  of  Hamilton  township;  John  married 
Laura  Bittenbender,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Hamilton  township;  and  Fanny  is  the  wife  of 
Louis  Rittner,  who  conducts  a greenhouse  at  Bel- 
laire,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Williams  became  a resident  of  Bossards- 
ville  in  1848,  at  which  time  the  country  round  about 
was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  in  the 
work  of  development  he  took  an  active  part,  aiding 
in  opening  up  the  country  to  civilization.  As  the 
years  passed  he  faithfully  performed  his  duties  of 
citizenship,  and  his  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  the  community  never  abated.  Becom- 
ing widely  and  favorably  known,  he  made  many 
friends,  and  his  death  was  regarded  as  a loss  to 
the  entire  community.  Politically  he  was  a sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  most  credita- 
bly filled  the  office  of  poormaster  of  his  township. 

On  May  31,  1898,  Mr.  Williams  was  called  to 
his  final  rest,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three 
years,  eleven  months  and  thirteen  days,  and  the 
funeral  services  were  held  at  his  late  residence  in 
Bossardsville,  on  Sunday  morning  following,  Rev. 
Henry  George  Main  officiating.  The  sermon  was 
based  on  I Corinthians,  15:  22:  “For  as  in  Adam 

all  men  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made 
alive.”  Beautiful  and  appropriate  selections  were 
sung  by  a quintette,  and  the  remains  were  borne  to 
their  last  resting  place  in  Hamilton  cemetery. 

EDGAR  PINCHOT*  HOLLINSHEAD,  a 
well-known  business  man  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe 
county,  is  successfully  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness, and  for  some  years  has  been  connected  with 
the  active  management  of  the  Tanite  Company.  As 
a citizen  he  is  much  esteemed,  and  his  sound  judg- 
ment and  experience  in  finance  have  been  for  some 
time  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  community  in 
the  office  of  the  county  auditor. 

Air.  Hollinshead  was  born  November  20,  1852, 
at  Martins  Creek,  Penn.,  and  after  attending  school 
in  Stroudsburg  and  in  Lawrenceville,  N.  J.,  he  took 
a course  in  the  Eastman  Business  College,  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y.,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1874. 
Previous  to  entering  the  last  named  institution  he 
had  conducted  a drug  store  at  Stroudsburg,  and  on 


completing  his  course  he  returned  to  that  city  and 
resumed  the  business.  Later  he  gave  up  the  busi- 
ness and  went  "on  the  road”  as  a salesman  for  the 
Goodyear  Rubber  Co.  of  St.  Louis,  for  one  year, 
traveling  in  all  parts  of  the  West.  The  change 
did  not  agree  with  him,  however,  and  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  return  to  Stroudsburg,  where  he 
again  engaged  in  the  drug  business.  In  1887  he 
gave  up  the  drug  business  and  engaged  with  the 
ianite  Co.,  in  which  he  holds  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  secretary,  correspondent  and  bookkeeper. 
In  1897  he  purchased  the  grocery  store  which  he 
has  since  carried  on  through  employes.  In  politics 
Mr.  Hollinshead  is  a stanch  Republican,  and  his 
popularity  made  him  an  available  candidate  of  his 
party  for  the  office  of  county  auditor,  to  which  he 
was  elected  in  1896.  On  August  5,  1879,  Mr.  Hol- 
linshead was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Northrup 
Childs,  a native  of  Canadensis,  Monroe  county,  and 
three  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Frank 

William,  born  August  30,  1880;  George  Ridgway, 
December  13,  1884;  and  Edgar  Paret,  April  15, 
1889.  Mr.  Hollinshead  and  his  wife  are  promi- 
nent socially,  and  he  is  a member  of  several  fraternal 
orders,  including  the  Knights  of  Malta  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Among  his  most  treasured 
possessions  is  an  ancient  heirloom  in  the  shape  of 
a breastpin.  In  its  center  is  represented  a skele- 
ton, on  either  side  of  which  sits  a man  blowing  a 
trumpet  and  underneath  is  inscribed  “Come  ye 
Blessed.”  Around  the  centerpiece  is  a blue  oval  in 
which  is  inscribed  in  letters  of  gold : “Memento, 

J.  G.  B.,  September,  1676.”  The  whole  is  mounted 
in  a handsome  gold  setting,  containing  sixteen 
rubies.  The  pin  is  kept  in  an  ancient  enamel  case 
that  has  been  handed  down  with  it,  on  the  lid  of 
which  is  inscribed : “Look  within  and  you  may 

view  of  a maid  to  whom  I will  be  true,”  and  within 
the  lid  is  a small  looking-glass  and  a lock  of  hair. 

The  Hollinshead  family  has  been  represented 
in  this  country  since  the  opening  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a 
definite  record  was  Danied  Hollinshead,  who  was 
born  in  Leicestershire,  England,  in  1683.  He  was 
one  of  several  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  a captain 
under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Blenheim.  Another  of  his  brothers 
was  a merchant  in  Boston,  and  of  him  he  used  to  re- 
late the  following  incident : “While  riding  along 

the  road  at  a distance  from  home,  he  overtook  a per- 
son traveling  the  same  way,  with  whom  he  entered 
into  conversation,  and  after  some  time  they  discov- 
ered to  their  great  joy  that  they  were  brothers.  They 
had  not  seen  each  other  since  their  childhood.  This 
brother  had  been  shipwrecked  on  his  passage  from 
London  to  Boston,  and  had  lost  the  whole  of  his  for- 
tune.” In  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century 
Daniel  Hollinshead  went  from  England  to  the  Bar- 
badoes,  where  on  April  22,  1716,  he  married  Thom- 
asin  Hasil,  daughter  of  Peter  Hasil,  of  that  isl- 
and. He  soon  after  removed  to  Princeton,  N.  J., 
where  he  was  a pioneer  settler.  He  became  a well- 
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known  citizen  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  he 
lived  prosperously  for  some  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  1 7 — . By  his  first  wife  he  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  born  May  n,  1712.  By  his  second  wife 
he  had  seven  children : Francis  B.,  born  September 
17,  1718,  died  in  1796,  leaving  one  son — John;  Elea- 
nor, born  December  25,  ^719,  married  Samuel  Palm- 
er, proprietor  of  the  principal  part  of  that  portion 
of  Philadelphia  now  known  as  Kensington,  which 
was  then  unimproved;  Thomasin,  born  July  22, 
1721,  married  J.  Duer,  of  Bucks  county,  Penn., 
and  died  in  1800,  leaving  two  children — John  and 
Eleanor;  Daniel,  born  May  13,  1724;  Elizabeth,  born 
August  2,  1726,  was  married,  late  in  life,  to  Thomas 
Deans,  of  Abington,  near  Philadelphia;  William, 
born  October  11,  1728,  is.  mentioned  below;  and 
John,  born  October  9,  1730,  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.  As  the  father  died  intestate,  Francis,  the  eld- 
est son,  inherited  the  whole  estate. 

(II)  William  Hollinshead  was  bred  to  the  sea. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  he  went  to  the 
Barbadoes,  where  he  relinquished  that  occupation, 
and  for  some  time  studied  physic,  but  finding  that 
profession  uncongenial  he  applied  himself  to  acquir- 
ing a knowledge  of  mercantile  affairs.  This  he 
likewise  gave  up  and,  removing  to  Philadelphia, 
he  bound  himself  as  an  apprentice  to  William  Bou- 
dinot,  a goldsmith.  In  1748,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  married  Elizabeth  Harvey,  who  was  born  May 
5,  1730,  a daughter  of  James  Harvey,  and  Sarah, 
his  wife,  afterward  Sarah  Vote.  William  Hollins- 
head  died  September  22,  1808,  and  his  widow  No- 
vember 6,  1812.  They  had  the  following  issue: 
William,  born  September  27,  1749,  is  mentioned 
farther  on;  Elizabeth,  born  August  3,  1752,  died 
May  31,  1804;  Jane,  born  December  15,  1754,  is 
mentioned  farther  on ; Sarah,  born  October  24, 
1756,  married  August  5,  1787;  John,  born  April 
26,  1764,  married  May  17,  1784,  and  died  October 
24,  1785,  in  New  Jersey,  where  his  descendants  now 
reside  ; James,  born  December  31,  1768,  is  mentioned 
farther  on;  Esther,  born  May  21,  1770,  married  a 
Mr.  Anderson;  Peter,  born  February  13,  1777,  is 
mentioned  farther  on.  Besides  the  above  there  were 
four  children  who  died  in  infancy,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  an  old  custom  many  of  the  names  were 
repeated ; in  order  to  avoid  confusion  we  present 
these  in  a separate  list:  Peter,  born  October  24, 
1758,  died  September  15,  1759;  Peter,  born  July 
17,  1760,  died  June  8,  1763 ; James,  born  Decem- 
ber 22,  1762,  died  June  23,  1763;  and  Esther,  born 
March  3,  1766,  died  August  21,  1767. 

(III)  Rev.  William  Hollinshead,  D.  D.,  born 
September  27,  1749,  was  educated  for  the  ministry, 
became  a Doctor  of  Divinity  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  pastor  of  a church  in  Charleston, 

S.  C.  He  married  Sarah , a lady  of  great  culture 

and  refinement,  who  after  his  death  "removed  to 
Philadelphia.  She  nad  no  children,  and  at  her  death 
distributed  her  property  among  her  relatives  and  a 
number  of  public  institutions.  After  the  death  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Hollinshead  his  widow  sent  to  his  brother, 


Dr.  James  Hollinshead,  his  portrait  painted  on 
ivory  and  handsomely  mounted  in  gold.  After  the 
death  of  Dr.  James  Hollinshead  this  picture  came 
into  possession  of  his  son,  Stroud  Jacob  Hollinshead, 
whose  widow,  Mrs.  Jeannette  Hollinshead,  presented 
it  to  a granddaughter,  Miss  Elizabeth  Hollinshead, 
now  Mrs.  E.  A.  Bell,  of  Stroudsburg,  who  still  has  it. 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  will  of  the 
widow  of  Rev.  William  Hollinshead : 

I,  Sarah  Hollinshead,  relict  and  widow  of  the  late  Rev. 
Dr.  William  Hollinshead,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  being  of  sound 
and  disposing  mind  and  memory  but  mindful  of  the  certainty 
of  death,  do  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament.  I do  com- 
mit my  soul  into  the  hands  of  my  Redeemer,  hoping  and 
trusting  in  His  righteousness  alone  for  salvation.  1 wish  my 
body  to  be  removed  to  Charleston  to  be  interred  with  my 
dear  Dr.  Hollinshead. 

Imprimis.  I renounce,  release,  quit  claim  and  confirm 
to  the  surviving  heirs  of  John  McCalla  and  to  their  heirs  and 
assigns  forever,  all  the  interest  and  estate  which  I may  have 
or  can  claim  to  a tract  of  land  called  “ Hartford,”  containing 
about  301  acres  and  three-quarters  situated  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  also  to 
another  tract  of  land  called  “ Mount  Lowell,”  containing  the 
same  quantity  of  land  and  situated  in  the  same  county  and 
state  last  aforesaid. 

Item:  I confirm  unto  my  nephews  and  nieces,  John, 

William,  Daniel  and  Aulay  and  Rachel  McCalla  the  convey- 
ance and  title  heretofore  made  to  them  of  the  lot  of  land  and 
buildings  thereon  situated  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Walnut 
and  Second  streets  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Item:  To  my  niece  Miss  Jane  H.  McCalla,  her  heirs, 
etc.,  a tract  of  land  and  buildings  thereon  in  the  township  of 
Hopewell,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  and  State  of  New 
Jersey. 

The  will  then  makes  the  following  bequests : 

To  Mrs.  Margaret  McCalla,  $500;  Rachel  McCalla  and 
Daniel  McCalla,  $1,000  each;  William  H.  McCalla  and  Aulay 
McCalla,  $1,500  each;  and  to  James  and  Hannah  McCalla, 
children  of  my  nephew,  John  McCalla,  deceased,  $250  each. 

To  Dr.  James  Hollinshead,  in  trust  to  Mrs.  Esther 
Anderson,  $1,500;  to  Mrs.  Jane  Duer,  widow,  $500;  to  Mrs. 
Ann  H.  Darrell,  $1,500  and  household  furniture  which 
remains  in  Charleston,  except  a chest  of  drawers  and  all  my 
table  china.  To  Mrs.  Ann  Mott  Ford,  $600,  and  to  her 
daughter,  Miss  Mary  Huston  Ford,  and  to  her  son,  William 
Huston  Ford,  the  sum  of  $500  each.  To  the  surviving  chil- 
dren of  Dr.  John  Parker  Gough,  (deceased),  $1,000  to  be 
equally  divided  among  them.  To  Morton  Waring,  Sr., 
$500. 

To  William  Hollinshead  Lee,  son  of  Rev.  States  Lee, 
§200;  to  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  in  Pennsylvania, 
§1,000;  to  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  §1,000;  to 
the  Lady’s  Society  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  §500. 

The  will  next  duly  makes  provision  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  of  the  testatrix  and  se- 
cures for  three  of  them  an  annuity  of  $200  each, 
in  “ The  Pennsylvania  Company  for  Insurance  of 
Lives  and  granting  Annuities”  in  Philadelphia. 
Then  follows  these  bequests. 

To  my  niece  Sally  Hollinshead,  daughter  of  Dr.  James 
Hollinshead,  $500. 

To  nephews  William,  Robert  aud  Aulay  McCalla  and 
niece,  Jane  H.  McCalla,  the  works  of  such  authors  as  they 
may  make  choice  out  of  my  library  to  be  equally  divided 
between  Greenville  College,  in  Tennessee,  and  the  Educa- 
tional Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Llnited 
Mates,  the  one  division  to  be  delivered  by  my  executors  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Coffin,  for  the  first  named  institution,  and  the  other 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Niel,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  last  named 
institution. 
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Then  follows  a distribution  of  household  goods, 
etc.,  afnong  parties  heretofore  named.  This  will 
was  made  in  Philadelphia,  March  21,  1820,  and  was 
admitted  to  probate  on  the  30th  of  November,  in 
the  same  year. 

(Ill)  Jane  Hollinshead,  daughter  of  William 
(II),  was  born  December  15,  1754,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  June,  1772,  to  John  Duer,  and  resided  near 
Philadelphia,  where  she  died  January  15,  1835.  She 
had  the  following  children:  William,  born  January, 
1774,  died  October  26,  1828;  George  S.,  born  May 
13,  1775,  died  August  12,  1786;  James,  born  No- 
vember 26,  1779,  died  August  2,  1829;  John,  born 
March  17,  1781;  Thomasin,  born  March  25,  1783; 
and  Josiah,  born  June  18,  1789. 

(Ill)  Dr.  James  Hollinshead,  son  of  William 
(II),  was  born  December  31,  1768,  was  educated  as 
a physician  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  from 
there  went  to  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  where  on  July 
13,  1794,  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Col.  Jacob 
Stroud,  the  founder  of  Stroudsburg.  The  Doctor 
was  a gentleman  of  the  Old  School,  of  fine  physique 
and  pleasing  address.  He  possessed  a good  estate 
and  had  an  excellent  practice,  and  in  all  his  dealings 
with  his  fellow  men  he  was  honest  and  just.  He 
died  March  5,  1831,  and  his  remains  rest  in  the  old 
Hollinshead  graveyard  near  Stroudsburg,  where  are 
also  interred  his  wife  and  several  of  his  children. 
Of  his  thirteen  children  : ( 1 ) Sarah  S.,  born  March 
21,  1795,  died  February  24,  1826.  She  married 
Anthony  McCoy,  of  Mt.  Bethel,  Penn.,  and  had  two 
children — John,  who  died  young;  and  Sallie  Jane, 
who  married  a Mr.  McKean  and  resided  in  Camden, 
N.  J.  (2)  James  W.,  born  July  2,  1796,  died  Sep- 
tember 30,  1799.  (3)  Edwin  Augustus,  born  Janu- 
ary 6,  1798,  died  in  1882.  He  married  his  cousin, 
Jemima  Bush,  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  and  settled  in  Dela- 
van,  Walworth  Co.,  Wis.  (4)  Stroud  Jacob,  born 
September  9,  1799,  is  mentioned  farther  on.  (5) 
Elizabeth,  born  August  23,  1801.  died  August  7, 
1802.  (6)  Daniel  Stroud,  born  August  8,  1803,  died 
January  1,  i860.  He  married  Rachel  Sherid,  of 
New  Jersey,  and  in  1835  he  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled one  of  the  elders  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.  He  afterward  re- 
moved to  Delavan,  Wis.,  where  he  died  and  was 
buried.  (7)  Elizabeth  Harvey,  born  March  27,  1805, 
never  married.  She  died  at  Strbudsburg  November 
6,  1844,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  Hollinshead  grave- 
yard. (81  William,  born  September  3,  1806,  married 
Carolines  Burson,  and  settled  in  Delavan,  Wis.,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death.  He  had  one  son  George, 
who  died  when  young,  and  a daughter  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Herman  Briggs.  (9)  Robert,  born  Oc- 
tober 21,  1808,  died  October  21,  1808.  (10) 

Ann  Stroud,  born  December  27,  1809,  died  July 
25,  1825.  ( 1 1 ) Harriet,  born  October  18,  1811,  died 
December  21,  1813.  (12)  James,  born  May  6,  1813, 
died  May  2,  1857.  He  married  Frances  Schoemaker 
and  had  three  children— Sarah  married  Robert 
Drinker,  of  Ivilburn  City,  Wis. ; Peter,  who  resides 
in  Wisconsin ; and  John,  who  married  a daughter  of 


Dr.  Hardenburg,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  James  and 
his  wife  were  buried  with  his  father,  Dr.  James 
Hollinshead,  in  the  old  Hollinshead  graveyard.  (13J 
Henry,  born  November  27,  1814,  married  and  re- 
moved to  one  of  the  Western  States,  where  he  died 
December  3,  1864. 

(III)  Dr.  Peter  Hollinshead,  son  of  William 
(II),  was  born  February  13,  1777,  and  died  May 
15,  1827.  He  read  medicine  in  Philadelphia,  and 
came  with  his  brother,  Dr.  James  Hollinshead,  to 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  was  married,  March  15,  1799, 
to  Ann  Stroud,  a sister  of  his  brother’s  wife.  He  was 
a gentleman  of  fine  appearance,  very  neat  in  his  at 
tire,  and  was  very  fond  of  his  brother  as  they  were 
almost  inseparable.  For  a number  of  vears  he  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  built  and  occupied  a house 
now  standing  below  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which 
was  the  second  house  built  in  the  town,  the  “Man- 
sion house,”  built  by  Col.  Jacob  Stroud,  being  the 
first.  His  children  were  Ann  Elizabeth,  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1801,  died  June  7,  1832;  Sophia  Cornelia, 
born  February  2,  1804,  died  January  20,  1805  ; Em- 
ily, born  January  1,  1806,  died  March  20,  1840; 
and  Hetty  H.,  born  April  19,  1807,  died  December 
14,  1832.  Emily,  the  only  one  who  was  married  and 
had  issue,  married  Morris  D.  Robeson,  who  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  June  3,  1804,  and  died  March 
30,  1856.  They  had  four  sons,  only  one  of  whom, 
Peter,  lived  to  be  married,  and  he  now  resides  in 
the  house  built  by  his  great-grandfather.  Col.  Jacob 
Stroud.  Dr.  Peter  Hollinshead,  Ann,  his  wife,  the 
four  daughters,  and  the  husband  of  Emily  are  all 
buried  in  the  old  Stroudsburg  Cemetery,  and  Peter 
Robeson  and  his  children  are  the  only  living  mem- 
bers of  this  branch  of  the  family. 

(IV)  Stroud  Jacob  Hollinshead,  son  of  Dr. 
James  Hollinshead  (HI),  and  grandson  of  Col.  Ja- 
cob Stroud,  was  born  in  the  family  homestead  near 
Stroudsburg  now  occupied  by  John  Ivautz.  He 
enjoyed  the  benefits  of  a good  classical  education, 
and  during  his  life-time  was  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  Monroe  county,  engaging  extensively 
in  farming  and  milling.  He  became  interested  in 
various  speculative  enterprises  and,  in  January, 

1 857,  helped  organize  the  Stroudsburg  Bank,  in  which 
he  was  a director.  He  was  a man  of  good  judgment 
and  character,  of  superior  executive  ability  and 
liberal  impulses,  read  men  closely  and  met  with  suc- 
cess in  his  business  ventures.  He  also  took  a promi- 
nent part  in  the  local  politics  of  the  county.  In 
July,  1836,  he  gave  to  Monroe  county  the  present 
site  of  the  court  house  and  donated  to  Stroudsburg 
that  portion  of  Franklin  street  which  extends  from 
Main  street  to  the  court  house.  He  died  in  1864, 
and  is  buried  in  the  old  Hollinshead  graveyard, 
where  a neat  monument  marks  his  grave.  He  was 
married,  February  2,  1819,  to  Jeanette  De  La  Barre, 
born  May  3,  1803,  daughter  of  Jacob  De  La  Barre 
and  Rachel  Smith,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
Francis  J.  Smith  and  Elizabeth  Brodhead,  and 
granddaughter  of  Garrett  and  Jane  (Davis)  Brod- 
head. Mrs.  Jeanette  Hollinshead’s  mother  having 
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died  while  the  former  was  yet  an  infant,  she  was 
reared  by  her  great-grandmother  Brodhead,  and  as 
she  had  great-grandchildren  of  her  own  she  had  liv- 
ing communication  in  a direct  line  with  seven  genera- 
tions in  the  maternal  line.  She  had  in  her  possession 
a paper  dated  "Lower  Smithfield  township,  the  first 
day  of  the  year,  1795’^  written  by  Dr.  Francis  J. 
Smith  when  he  was  forty-six  or  forty-seven  years 
of  age.  The  following  are  the  contents : 

“ I was  born  in  Brussels,  capital  city  of  the  Austrian 
Netherlands.  My  true  name  is  Josephus  Jacobus  De  Aerts, 
son  of  J.  B.  De  Aerts,  Lord  of  Opdorp  and  Zirnmersecle.  1 
altered  my  name  in  the  year  1777  when  I proceeded  to  join 
the  American  army.  I could  not  expect  to  travel  through 
Europe,  as  I had  to  go  through  France  by  that  name,  with- 
out being  exposed  to  arrest  by  the  despotism  either  of  the 
Emperatrice  or  that  of  her  daughter,  the  Queen  of  F ranee. 
I took  the  name  of  Smith  and  my  passports  both  in  England 
and  France  under  it,  also  my  commission  from  congress,  etc. 

“ From  the  age  of  eighteen  1 took  an  extreme  aversion 
to  despotic  and  monarchical  governments,  which  in  part  was 
the  occasion  of  my  being  made  a state  prisoner,  and  confined 
in  irons  in  a dungeon  for  six  months,  when  I made  my 
escape  from  the  prison  at  Brussels.  I went  to  Holland, 
where  I took  service  in  order  to  be  protected  by  the  military. 
Col.  Mans,  who  commanded  the  regiment  of  the  Prince  of 
Weilburg,  was  my  friend  and  protected  me  until  his  death, 
when  I traveled  through  the  greater  part  of  Europe  until  I 
was  suffered  to  return  to  Brussels. 

“Ever  since  1777  I have  lived  in  America,  my  parents 
died  in  the  meanwhile,  and  as  a rebel  disinherited  man,  my 
brother,  James  Henricus  De  Aerts,  Lord  Boon,  near  Antwerp, 
invaded  my  patrimony  which  1 think  ought  to  amount  to 
100,000  florins  if  not  more.  The  French  Republic  I hope 
will  keep  the  Netherlands  and  do  justice  to  my  children 
without  distinction  on  an  equal  basis;  my  reasons  for  acting 
as  I have  done  are  best  known  to  me.  1 shall  only  add  that 
if  it  was  not  done  I should  do  it  again,  however,  these  reasons 
are  known  to  some  of  my  friends  who  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  explain  them  on  a future  day,  if  I should  not  have  time 
and  opportunity  to  do  it  myself.  After  my  decease  I wish 
these  few  lines  might  be  published  if  any  of  my  friends 
through  see  cause  for  it.” 

Stroud  Jacob  Hollinshead  had  five  children: 
Harriet,  Sarah,  Frank,  William  and  Caroline.  (1) 
Harriet,  born  November  19,  18x9,  married  Dr.  A. 
Reeves  Jackson,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  died  January 
19,  1869.  He  afterward  removed  to  Chicago  where 
he  practiced  medicine  until  his  death.  They  had 
four  children — Jeannette  De  Aerts,  Stroud  H.,  Will- 
iam and  Mary  Lavinia.  Miss  Jeanette  De  Aerts 
Jackson  has  now  in  her  possession,  given  to  her  by 
her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Jeanette  Hollinshead,  the  old 
Hollinshead  Bible  which  was  brought  by  Daniel  Hol- 
linshead from  England.  It  contains  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  the  Apocrypha,  the  Book  of  Com- 
mon Prayer  and  the  Psalms  in  Metre.  It  is  pro- 
fusely illustrated  with  quaint  engravings,  and  is  the 
old  King  James  version  published  at  Oxford.  (2) 
Sarah,  bom  January  20,  1824,  married  Hon.  John 
D.  Morris,  and  died  January  27,  1854.  (3)  Frank, 
born  June  6,  1826,  married  Jane  Malven,  daughter 
of  John  Malven,  of  Wigtown,  Scotland.  He  stud- 
ied medicine  under  Dr.  William  P.  Vail,  and  was 
graduated  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in 
April,  1848.  He  settled  in  Northampton  county, 
Penn.,  almost  immediately  upon  his  graduation,  and 
remained  until  1854,  when  he  returned  to  Strouds- 


burg, where  he  died  December  24,  1856,  after  two 
years  of  languishing  illness.  His  children  .were — 
Elizabeth  Malven,  who  married,  December  27,  1888,. 
Edwin  A.  Bell;  Edgar  Pinchot  is  our  subject;  Will- 
iam, born  November  25,  married  Cecelia  Knecht, 
died  November  11,  1876;  and  Caroline,  born  July 
4,  1839,  died  September  14,  1842. 

Col.  Jacob  Stroud,  grandfather  of  Stroud  Ja- 
cob Hollinshead,  is  interred  in  the  Stroudsburg 
graveyard,  where  his  grave  is  marked  by  a white 
marble  slab,  on  which  is  inscribed : “Here  lies  the 
body  of  Jacob  Stroud,  Esquire,  the  original  pro- 
prietor of  Stroudsburg,  who  was  born  January  15,. 
1735,  at  Amwell,  in  New  Jersey,  and  died  at  this, 
place,  July  14,  1806,  aged  seventy-one  years,  five 
months  and  twenty-five  days.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  during  the  dan- 
gerous times  of  the  Revolution ; one  of  the  conven- 
tion which  formed  the  first  Constitution  of  the  State  ; 
and  in  this  part  of  the  country,  one  of  the  most  use- 
ful men  of  his  day.” 

W.  S.  DL'TOT,  one  of  Stroudsburg's  most  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  citizens,  is  successfully 
engaged  in  the  Insurance  business.  As  a self-made 
man  he  enjoys  in  a high  degree  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  his  success  is  all 
the  more  gratifying  to  him  for  the  reason  that  it 
has  been  gained  without  a shadow  of  stain  upon  his 
integrity. 

His  grandfather  Dutot,  of  French  descent,  was 
the  first  of  the  family  to  make  his  home  in  this  coun- 
try. On  leaving  France  he  first  went  to  San  Domin- 
go where  he  engaged  in  business  and  owned  a num- 
ber of  slaves.  During  the  rebellion  of  the  negroes 
on  the  island  in  1793,  he  was  obliged  to  flee  to  the 
Lhrited  States.  He  settled  at  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
Penn.,  purchasing  a large  tract  of  land.  For  many 
years  he  kept  a toll-gate  there,  and  at  his  death  his 
remains  were  interred  at  a spot  previously  designat- 
ed by  himself  near  the  present  “Water  Gap  House,” 
and  almost  surrounded  by  a luxuriant  growth  of 
ferns.  He  was  a man  of  fine  intelligence,  being  in 
sympathy  with  the  advanced  thought  of  his  time, 
and  he  predicted  that  steamboats  would  run  through 
the  gap  and  that  the  whistle  of  the  railroad  engine 
would  at  some  time  resound  through  the  glen. 
Shortly  before  his  death  he  purchased  a cannon  and 
placed  it  in  a commanding  position  with  the  request 
that  it  be  fired  when  the  first  locomotive  should  go 
through.  He  spoke  nothing  but  French,  but  would 
never  permit  his  children  to  learn  that  language  as 
through  his  ignorance  of  English  he  lost  much  of 
his  fortune  after  coming  to  this  country.  At  the 
time  of  his  flight  from  San  Domingo  his  wife  was 
unable  to  accompany  him ; but  she  followed  him 
two  years  later,  the  gold  coin  which  she  had  brought 
with  her  being  saved  from  confiscation  by  being 
quilted  into  her  clothing.  She  died  at  Delaware 
Water  Gap,  leaving  a large  family,  of  whom  our 
subject’s  father,  Anthony  Dutot,  was  the  eldest. 
The  others  were  Philip,  who  died  at  Mauch  Chunk, 
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Penn.;  Ferdinand  (deceased),  formerly  a justice  of 
the  peace  at  Stroudsburg ; Louis,  who  died  in  early 
manhood ; and  Delila  and  Lawrence. 

Anthony  Dutot,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1807,  and  always  resided  at  Delaware  Wa- 
ter Gap,  his  death  occurring  in  1883.  By  occupation 
he  was  a millwright,  and  he  built  most  of  the  grist 
and  saw  mills  constructed  in  this  section  during  his 
lifetime.  While  he  was  not  a politician,  he  took 
much  interest  in  public  questions,  giving  his  support 
to  the  Democratic  party.  His  wife,  Johanna  Sta- 
ples, a daughter  of  Luke  Staples,  was  born  in  1812, 
and  died  in  1882.  Of  their  eleven  children,  the  first 
died  in  infancy;  John  and  James  are  both  deceased; 
Eunice  married  Christopher  Hovenstein.  a cabinet- 
maker in  Missouri ; Louis  was  accidentally  killed  on 
a railroad  at  the  age  of  nineteen ; Mary,  who  resides 
at  the  Gap,  is  the  widow  of  Sherman  S.  Lindsley ; 
Luke  is  a carpenter  at  East  Stroudsburg ; Gerome  B, 
is  deceased ; Miss  Louisa  A.  resides  at  Delaware 
Water  Gap;  Delila  married  Porter  J.  Sutts,  of  New 
York  City;  and  W.  S.,  our  subject,  is  the  youngest 
of  the  family. 

W.  S.  Dutot  was  born  August  31,  1856,  at  Del- 
aware Water  Gap,  Penn.,  and  his  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  that  locality.  He  learned 
telegraphy  in  his  youth,  and  after  working  for  some 
time  as  an  operator  at  different  points  he  became 
station  agent  at  Mount  Pocono,  where  he  resided 
until  December  1,  1890.  He  was  always  interested 
in  politics  as  a stanch  Democrat,  and  in  1890  he 
was  elected  prothonotary  and  clerk  of  the  courts 
of  Monroe  county,  making  a removal  to  Strouds- 
burg advisable.  In  1893  he  was  re-elected  on  an 
Independent  ticket  after  a hard  fight,  but  when  his 
second  term  expired  he  declined  to  appear  as  a 
candidate  again.  Since  his  retirement  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  carrying  life, 
fire  and  accident  risks,  and  from  the  first  he  has 
met  with  success.  On  February  5,  1882,  he  married 
Miss  Margaret  Mount,  who  was  born  May  1,  1862, 
at  Tannersville,  Penn.,  and  their  home  is  brightened 
by  three  children:  Mabel  M.,  Walter  C.  and  Clara. 
Mr.  Dutot  and  his  wife  are  prominent  socially,  and 
he  is  a member  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Junior  Order  of  Amer- 
ican Mechanics,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
East  Stroudsburg. 

W.  ORLANDO  BUTTON  (deceased)  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  highly-respected  and  hon- 
ored citizens  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  was  born  there  June  10,  1844,  a son  of 
N.  W.  and  Melissa  (Burdick)  Button,  the  father  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  whence  at  an  early  day 
he  removed  to  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  for  many 
years  making  his  home  in  Springville  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  his  death  occurred.  In 
his  family  were  five  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  namely : Amanda,  deceased  wife  of 

James  Decker;  Mrs.  Ellen  Welsh,  a resident  of 


Springville ; Ada,  wife  of  George  McCracken ; W. 
Orlando,  our  subject;  and  Oscar,  deceased. 

In  his  native  township  Mr.  Button  grew  to 
manhood  and  continued  to  make  his  home  through- 
out life,  being  called  to  his  final  rest  April  4,  1896. 
He  was  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  in  his 
death  the  community  realized  that  it  had  lost  one 
of  its  most  valuable  and  useful  citizens,  one  who 
was  always  willing  to  aid  every  enterprise  for  the 
public  good. 

On  April  30,  1865,  Mr.  Button  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Esther  Decker,  a most  estima- 
ble lady,  who  was  born  in  Lathrop  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  February  24,  1848,  and  seven 
children  blessed  their  union : Alvin,  now  a resi- 

dent of  Lathrop  township;  Jennie,  wife  of  Asa 
Fredrissa,  of  Clinton,  Penn.;  Franklin,  a black- 
smith of  Nicholson,  Penn. ; Estella,  at  home  with 
her  mother ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Lewis  Johnson,  of 
Springville  township;  Bert,  at  home;  and  Wesley, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Mrs.  Button’s  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Decker,  was  of  German  descent,  and  lived  in  Scott 
township,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  followed 
farming  as  a life  work.  Her  father,  Jacob  Decker, 
was  born  in  that  county,  in  April,  1810,  and  there 
married  Miss  Hannah  Benedict.  He  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  his  native  county  and  in  Lathrop 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  until  his  removal, 
in  1868,  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  similarly  em- 
ployed throughout  his  active  business  life.  He 
died  in  1896,  his  wife  in  1894.  They  were  earnest, 
consistent  Christian  people,  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  their  upright,  honorable  lives  gained 
for  them  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
them.  In  his  political  views  the  father  was  a Re- 
publican. Their  children  were  as  follows:  Joseph, 
a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  now  living  in  Wis- 
consin ; Job,  a resident  of  Factoxyville,  Wyoming 
Co.,  Penn. ; James,  a farmer  of  Springville  township, 
Susquehanna  county;  Elijah  and  Henry,  both  farm- 
ers of  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Robert  Blakeslee,  of 
Wyoming  county ; Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Nelson 
Chambers,  of  Factoryville,  Penn. ; Esther,  Mrs. 
Button;  Franklin,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister, 
of  Wisconsin ; Adoniram,  a farmer  of  that  State ; 
and  Benjamin,  a farmer  of  Oregon. 

SYLVESTER  P.  KAHLER,  a most  energetic 
and  enterprising  merchant  of  Rush,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  a member  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
Ivahler,  Terry  & Co.,  limited.  Business  was  first 
started  in  1884  under  the  style  of  Hibbard  & Terry, 
who  conducted  a small  grocery  store,  but  in  1888 
they  enlarged  their  stock.  Our  subject  became  in- 
terested in  the  business  in  1895,  and  has  since  de- 
voted his  entire  time  to  it  with  excellent  results. 

Mr.  Kahler  was  born  in  Hughesville,  Lycom- 
ing Co.,  Penn.,  January  5,  1850,  and  is  a son  of 
Samuel  and  Hester  (Pursel)  Kahler,  the  former  a 
native  of  Bloomsburg,  Penn.,  the  latter  of  Colum- 
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bia  county,  this  State.  The  father  was  a black- 
smith by  trade,  but  about  1848  purchased  a large 
farm  at  Hughesville  and  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  was  a devout  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  took  an  active  part  in  its  work,  and'  assisted 
in  building  the  first  church  of  that  denomination  at 
Picture  Rock.  He  was  one  of  the  most  highly-re- 
spected and  influential  men  in  his  community,  and 
was  often  called  upon  to  fill  township  offices  of  trust. 
He  died  in  1883,  aged  seventy-six  years,  his  wife  in 
1886,  aged  sev&nty-nine,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Hughesville  cemetery.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  children : Catherine,  who  died  in  in- 

fancy ; Harriet,  who  married  Hiram  Cronin,  and 
died  in  1898;  Jackson,  a retired  farmer  of  Hughes- 
ville; Germilla,  deceased  wife  of  Jacob  R.  Hi  Ip ; 
Ann,  deceased;  Caroline,  a resident  of  Hughesville; 
Martha,  wife  of  Edward  Melnish,  a turner  of  Pic- 
ture Rock;  Samuel  N.,  a farmer  of  Lycoming  coun- 
ty; and  Sylvester  P.,  our  subject.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  John  Kahler,  was  a native  of  Germany, 
and  on  his  emigration  to  America  located  in  Co- 
lumbia county,  Penh.  The  maternal  grandparents 
Pursel  were  natives  of  England  and  also  early  set- 
tlers of  Columbia  county,  where  the  grandfather 
engaged  in  farming  and  also  operated  an  iron  ore 
mine  upon  his  farm,  becoming  quite  wealthy. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Sylvester  P. 
Kahler  became  familiar  with  every  department  of 
farm  work,  and  when  his  parents  moved  away  he 
and  his  two  brothers  operated  the  home  farm  on 
shares,  he  being  at  that  time  twenty-four  years  of 
age.  Three  years  later  they  purchased  the  place  and 
divided  the  same ; but  after  living  upon  his  share 
for  three  years  our  subject  sold  it  to  his  brothers 
and  come  to  Susquehanna  county.  On  February 
15,  1884,  he  purchased  a farm  in  Rush  township,  to 
the  cultivation  of  -which  he  devoted  his  energies  un- 
til the  spring  of  1895,  when  he  sold  the  place  and 
for  three  years  rented  a large  farm  with  the  inten- 
tion of  buying  it,  but  in  the  meantime  became  inter- 
ested in  his  present  business  and  gave  up  farming, 
As  a merchant  he  has  built  up  a large  trade  which 
is  constantly  increasing,  and  he  has  gained  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come 
in  contact. 

On  October  27,  1876,  at  Picture  Rock,  Lycom- 
ing county,  Mr.  Kahler  wedded  Miss  Mary  Gran- 
ger,  by  whom  he  has  three  children,  namely:  Ida 

M.,  Henry  G.  and  Arthur  H.  Mrs.  Kahler  was 
born  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Jan- 
uary  13,  1^51,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
( Mellmish)  Granger,  natives  of  Vermont  and 
England,  respectively.  The  latter  was  three  years 
of  age  when  she  came  to  this  country  with  her 
parents,  who  located  first  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  and  in  1844  removed  to  Wyoming  county, 
but  the  following  year  returned  to  Susquehanna 
county,  where  they  ever  afterward  made  their 
home.  Mrs.  Kahler  s father  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  quite  a prominent  man  in  his  township, 


where  he  filled  the  offices  of  collector  and  assessor 
for  many  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  earnest 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  served  as  deacon.  He  was  born  August  9, 
1814,  and  died  February  12,  1891  ; she  was  born 
February  22,  1817,  and  died  April  22,  1857,  and  the 
remains  of  both  were  interred  in  Snyder  cemetery, 
Rush  township.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
James  H.,  born  June  6,  1837,  died  young;  Nava, 
born  April  5,  1840,  also  died  young;  Arietta,  born 
April  3,  1842,  married  Solomon  Bradshaw,  and  died 
February  22,  1876;  Harriet,  born  April  17,  1844, 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  L.  Baker,  a farmer  of  Rush 
township;  Frank  H.,  born  December  23,  1846,  is  a 
farmer  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; Mary  J.,  born 
January  13,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject ; Estella, 
born  June  5,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Nelson  Cobb,  of 
Camptown,  Penn. ; and  Orpha  A.,  born  November 
23,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  W.  W.  McCain,  a merchant 
of  Stevensville,  Pennsylvania. 

The  Democratic  party  always  finds  in  Mr.  Kah- 
ler a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  for  three 
years  he  most  efficiently  served  as  treasurer  of  his 
township.  He  is  an  active  and  prominent  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Rush,  of  which  he 
has  been  a trustee  for  the  past  four  years.  His 
life  has  been  honorable,  his  actions  sincere,  and  in 
business  and  social  circles  he  occupies  an  enviable 
position. 

LEWIS  DRAKE,  a wealthy  resident  of  Pop- 
lar Valley,  Monroe  county,  is  a man  of  progressive 
ideas,  and  his  influence  is  felt  in  the  business,  so- 
cial, political  and  educational  life  of  his  section.  As 
an  agriculturist  he  is  noted  for  his  scientific 
methods,  while  in  general  business  lines  his  advice 
is  frequently  sought,  and  for  some  time  he  has  been 
a director  in  the  Stroudsburg  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Drake  is  of  good  Scotch-Irish  descent  in 
the  paternal  line,  and  the  family  is  noted  for  the 
thrift  and  enterprise  which  characterize  that  race. 
The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  a definite  ac- 
count was  Levi  Drake,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
who  settled  at  an  early  day  in  Cherry  Valley,  Mon- 
roe county,  where  he  cleared  and  improved  a farm. 
He  had  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  the  names 
of  the  sons  being:  (1)  Daniel  married  and  located 

in  Smithfielcl  township,  Monroe  county.  (2)  Jo- 
seph, our  subject’s  father,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
farther  on.  (3)  Duane  (now  deceased)  settled  in 
Cherry  Valley  on  a farm  adjoining  that  of  his  fa- 
ther. He  married  and  had  the  following  children — 
Jane,  who  married  Daniel  Keller,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship ; Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Abel  Storm,  of  Strouds- 
burg; Ellen  died  in  early  womanhood;  Robert  (now 
deceased)  married  and  settled  in  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty; Lorenzo  died  in  New  Jersey;  George  (now 
deceased)  married  and  settled  in  Stroudsburg; 
Jerome  died  in  Ohio;  and  Cyrus  is  a railway  em- 
ploye in  the  West.  (4)  Alfred  (now  deceased) 
married  and  made  his  home  in  Stroud  township. 
(5)  Silas  (now  deceased)  never  married.  (6) 
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James  married  and  settled  in  Smithfield  township, 
where  he  died  leaving  a family  of  children.  Of 
the  three  daughters  of  Levi  Drake,  the  eldest  mar- 
ried John  Elizas,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; one  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Dreher,  of  Stroud  township,  and  an- 
other married  Ephraim  Lacord,  of  Northampton 
county,  where  several  of  these  children  now  reside. 

Joseph  Drake,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Cherry  Valley,  and  in  early  manhood  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  La  Bar,  a member  of  a well-known 
family.  Soon  after  his  marriage  they  located  in 
Poplar  Valiev,  where  he  followed  the  millwright’s 
trade,  and  after  a few  years  he  purchased  the  pres- 
ent homestead  from  Amos  La  Bar.  It  contained  200 
acres  of  land,  partly  improved  with  a log  house  and 
small  barn,  and  this  Mr.  Drake  improved  in  a sub- 
stantial manner.  He  cleared  much  of  the  land,  and 
for  a number  of  years  he  devoted  himself  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  giving  up  his  trade  entirely.  He 
was  an  excellent  citizen,  and  during  the  war  of 
1812  he  served  as  a soldier,  for  which  he  received, 
for  some  years  previous  to  his  death  in  1877.  a pen- 
sion of  $8  per  month.  His  worthy  wife  survived 
him  several  years,  passing  away  in  1885.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  youngest  in  a family  of  three  sons,  the 
others  being:  (1)  Amos,  born  in  Stroud  town- 

ship, was  engaged  in  business  with  the  Tanite  Co., 
at  Stroudsburg,  where  his  death  occurred.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth  (Bertram),  of  Smithfield  township, 
died  in  1896,  leaving  two'daughters — (a)  Tillie  mar- 
ried the  late  Martin  Rhinehear,  of  Cresco,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Minnie,  (b)  Minnie  married  Charles 
Youthers,  a banker  in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  has  two 
daughters.  (2)  Levi,  second  son  of  Joseph  Drake, 
born  in  1832,  in  Stroud  township,  is  now  one  of  the 
leading  capitalists  of  Stroudsburg.  He  received  a 
public-school  education  in  his  youth,  and  as  a young 
man  taught  successfully  for  several  winters.  He 
married  Miss  Catherine  Wise,  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, and  has  one  son,  Stewart,  who  married  Miss 
Alice  Swartswood,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  now  re- 
sides on  a farm  in  Stroud  township,  belonging  to 
his  father. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  June  10, 
1834,  in  Stroud  township,  and  was  reared  as  a 
farmer  boy,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  locality.  In>  186^  he  married 
Miss  Elmira  Keller,  who  was  born  May  8,  1848, 
the  daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Mary  A.  Keller, 
prominent  residents  of  Stroudsburg.  # Mr.  Drake 
then  rented  a farm  in  Stroud  township,  and  after 
the  death  of  his  father  he  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  has  since  resided,  making  a spe- 
cialty of  dairying.  He  has  built  a fine  two-storv 
residence  and  an  addition  to  the  barn  and  made  other 
improvements,  his  farm  being  one  of  the  best  in  the 
township.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican, 
having  entered  the  party  on  the  dissolution  of  the 
Whig  organization,  of  which  his  father  was  also  an 
adherent  in  the  early  days.  At  times  he  has  been 
called  to  office,  has  served  as  supervisor  several 
terms  and  was  school  director.  He  is  in  sympathy 


with  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Method- 
ist Churches,  having  been  reared  under  their  influence 
and  taken  an  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  religious  work.  Socially  the  family  is 
prominent,  and  their  home  is  the  center  of  a refined 
hospitality,  Mr.  Drake’s  genial  courtesy  making 
him  an  ideal  host.  Of  his  six  children,  the  eldest, 
Amelia,  born  in  1866,  has  received  an  excellent  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  and  is  now  at  home. 
{2)  Clayton,  born  in  March,  1871,  is  a promising 
young  man  and  at  present  assists  his  father  in  the 
business  of  the  farm.  (3)  William,  born  in  May, 
1873,  was  killed  by  a kick  on  the  head  from  a horse. 
He  was  a remarkably  intelligent  youth  and  the 
pride  of  the  home,  his  loss  being  deeply  felt.  (4) 
Charles,  born  in  August,  1878,  is  at  home.  (5) 
Nellie,  born  in  August,  1880,  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  (6)  Miller,  born  in  July,  1883,  resides  with 
his  parents. 

WILLIAM  STORM  (deceased)  was  one  of 
the  most  highly-esteemed  citizens  of  Paradise  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  where  ne  passed  a long  and 
useful  life.  His  industry  and  upright  business 
methods  won  him  an  honorable  place  in  the  com- 
munity, while  his  kindly  heart  drew  the  regard  of 
all  who  knew  him.  His  estimable  widow,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth (McCarty)  Storm,  is  worthy  of  prominent 
mention  in  this  volume,  as  she  has  not  only  been  a 
fond  and  devoted  wife  and  mother,  but  has  made  a 
high  reputation  as  an  educator,  many  of  the  leaders 
among  the  younger  men  and  women  of  the  locality 
having  been  trained  under  her  able  guidance. 

Mr.  Storm  was  born  August  6,  1829,  in  Po- 
cono  township,  Monroe  county,  and  belonged  to  a 
well  known  family,  the  family  name  being  associat- 
ed with  a high  order  of  citizenship.  Andrew  L. 
Storm,  our  subject's  father,  came  from  Holland  with 
his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Roth),  and  became  a pioneer 
settler  in  Pocono  township,  where  he  purchased  land 
and  cleared  and  improved  a homestead.  He  had  the 
following  children : Sally  A.  is  the  wife  of  Barnard 
Misson,  of  Ross  township,  Monroe  county;  William 
is  our  subject;  Peter  married  Mary  Harps,  of  Ham- 
ilton township,  and  resides  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
Maria  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Rowe,  of  Paradise 
township;  John  (deceased)  married  Miss  E.  Heller, 
and  resided  in  Paradise  township ; Katie  married 
John  Hilgert,  of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty ; Rachel  is  the  wife  of  Will'Lm  Busecker,  of  Bar- 
rett township,  Monroe  county ; Amanda  is  the  wife 
of  Augustus  Busecker,  of  Paradise  township;  Ja- 
cob married  Sally  Doll,  of  Jackson  township,  Mon- 
roe county  ; Joshua  married  Miss  Anna  Newheart, 
of  Paradise  township,  and  now  resides  at  Mt.  Poco- 
no ; Andrew  married  Miss  Mary  Smith,  of  Smith- 
field  township,  and  died  in  1896,  his  widow  being 
now  a resident  of  East  Stroudsburg ; and  Mahlon 
married  Miss  Lydia  Smith,  of  Barrett  township, 
and  resides  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county. 

Our  subject’s  youth  was  chiefly  spent  in  Paradise 
township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  received  a pub- 
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lic-school  education.  In  June,  1863,  lie  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  McCarty,  and  soon  afterward  he 
purchased  the  present  homestead,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  and  butchering  many  years, 
his  death  occurring  in  September,  1892,  after  a long 
period  of  ill  health.  In  politics  he  was  a lifelong 
Democrat,  and  at  times  he  held  local  offices,  serving 
efficiently  for  a number  of  years  as  school  director 
and  tax  collector.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
Methodist,  but  his  widow  is  a member  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  to  which  Church  her  parents  belonged. 
Of  the  seven  children  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Storm,  the  eldest,  Annie,  born  in  August,  1864,  sup- 
plemented her  public-school  education  by  a course 
of  study  in  a convent  in  New  York,  and  later  be- 
came a successful  teacher  in  Monroe  county.  She 
died  in  March,  1887,  leaving  many  friends,  her  cult- 
ure and  refinement  winning  the  love  of  her  associ- 
ates. (2)  William  J.,  born  in  October,  1867,  was 
educated  in  the  Kutztown  Normal  School,  and  after- 
ward taught  school  in  Monroe  county  for  some 
years.  In  1894  he  entered  the  University  of  Puna, 
where  he  graduated  in  1897,  and  he  is  now  a success- 
ful veterinary  surgeon  in  East  Stroudsburg.  At 
this  writing  he  is  unmarried,  and  is  regarded  as  a 
bright  and  promising  young  man.  (3)  Walter, 
born  in  January,  1869,  was  educated  in  the  Kutz- 
town schools,  and  was  a teacher  in  Monroe  county 
for  several  years.  In  1893  he  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Puna,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1897.  He  practiced  in  Philadelphia 
hospitals  for  some  time  and  then  made  a tour  of  the 
Southern  States,  but  later  he  located  at  Hope,  War- 
ren county,  N.  J.,  where  his  talents  have  won  him 
high  standing  as  a practicing  physician.  At  this 
writing  he  is  unmarried.  (4)  Edwin,  born  in  June, 
1871,  received  a good  education,  being  a graduate 
of  Wood’s  Business  College,  and  at  this  writing  is 
a student  in  telegraphy,  making  his  residence  at  the 
family  home.  (5)  Frank,  born  in  April,  1873,  has 
taught  school  successfully  in  Monroe  county  for 
some  time.  I11  1897  he  married  Miss  Aida  Carter, 
of  Scranton,  where  they  now  reside.  (6)  Daniel, 
born  in  January,  1875,  was  educated  in  the  local 
schools,  and  now  looks  after  his  mother’s  interests 
on  the  farm.  He  is  a bright  young  man,  -the  pride 
of  the  home.  (7)  Miss  Mabel,  born  in  1881,  was 
educated  in  the  local  schools  and  under  private  in- 
struction, and  is  a bright,  scholarly  young  lady. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Storm  was  born  in  1844,  'in  Ire- 
land, and  was  educated  mainly  in  the  schools  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  although  her  father,  the 
late  Daniel  McCarty,  a man  of  fine  scholarship, 
took  personal  supervision  of  many  of  her  studies. 
In  1861  she  began  teaching,  and  after  her  marriage 
she  continued  to  take  charge  of  winter  schools  in 
Monroe  county,  her  success  making  her  services 
eagerly  sought.  Aside  from  her  work  in  the  edu- 
cational field  she  has  devoted  herself  to  her  domes- 
tic duties,  making  home  bright  for  her  husband 
and  rearing  her  large  family  of  children  with  rare 
wisdom  and  fitting  them  for  honorable  places  in  so- 


ciety. Her  father,  who  was  born  and  reared  near 

the  city  of  Cork,  Ireland,  married  Miss  Annie , 

who  was  a native  of  the  same  locality,  and  later  they 
came  to  the  United  States,  locating  first  in  New 
York,  where  they  resided  for  eight  or  ten  years.  In 
1853  they  settled  upon  a farm  in  Coolbaugh  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  where  the  wife  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1881.  He  survived  her  but  a short  time, 
dying  in  September,  1883.  This  worthy  couple  had 
eight  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Miss  Bridget,  born  in 
Ireland,  resides  at  the  old  homestead  in  Coolbaugh 
township.  (2)  Maurice,  born  in  1840,  in  Ireland, 
married  Miss  Mary  Burke,  of  Honesville,  N.  Y., 
and  settled  in  Brooklvn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed 
contracting  and  building.  He  died  in  1889,  leaving 
four  children,  who  still  reside  in  Brooklyn.  (3) 
Elizabeth  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth  and  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  (4)  John,  born  in  New  York 
City,  in  1846,  married  Miss  Margaret  Moran,  of 
Wisconsin,  and  now  resides  on  his  father’s  old  home- 
stead. (5)  Daniel,  born  in  1849,  married  Miss 
Alice  Pickering,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  re- 
sides in  Portland,  Ore.  He  has  three  children. 
(6)  Annie  (now  deceased)  married  W.  D.  Bow- 
man, of  Paradise  township.  (7)  J.  J.,  born  in  Mon- 
roe county,  in  1857,  is  a railroad  engineer  and  re- 
sides at  Park  Place,  Chicago.  He  married  Miss 
Katie  Madigan,  of  that  city,  and  they  have  three 
children.  (8)  Edmund  E.,  born  in  1862,  married 
Miss  Jeane  Allen,  of  Chicago,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  business  as  a real-estate  dealer. 


PROF.  M.  W.  CARGILL,  at  this  writing 
principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Great  Bend,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  is  one  of  the  leading  educators  of 
this  section,  and  his  work  shows  the  touch  of  that 
inspiration  which  marks  the  true  teacher.  While  his 
earnest,  painstaking  efforts  in  the  class-room  are 
notably  successful,  the  subtle  yet  unconsciously  ex- 
erted influence  of  his  scholarly  mind  is  even  more 
potent  in  turning  the  interests  of  his  pupils  into 
literary  channels  and  awakening  their  enthusiasm 
for  mental  advancement. 

He  comes  of  good’Colonial  ancestry,  his  grand- 
father Bunnell  having  been  with  Washington  at 
Valley  Forge,  while  in  the  paternal  line  he  is  of 
the  fifth  generation  in  direct  descent  from  one  Car- 
gill, a French  Huguenot,  who  came  to  America  at 
an  early  period  and  settled  in  New  England,  en- 
gaging in  agricultural  pursuits.  James  Cargill,  our 
subject’s  great-grandfather,  made  his  home  upon  a 
farm  in  New  Hampshire,  and  James  Cargill  (2), 
the  grandfather,  was  born  there  in  1790,  but  came  to 
this  section  in  1865.  John  W.  Cargill,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  born  May  25,  1831,  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  still  resides 
upon  his  farm.  He  is  an  excellent  citizen,  and 
throughout  his  life  he  has  been  a stanch  member  of 
the  Democratic  party.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Abigail  A.  Bunnell,  was  born  in  1835, 
in  Herrick  Center,  Susquehanna  county,  and  died  in 
1888. 
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Prof.  Cargill  was  born  March  24,  1859,  in 
Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and, 
as  the  only  child,  received  unusually  careful  train- 
ing in  his  youth  under  the  able  tuition  of  his  mother, 
who  had  been  a teacher  previous  to  her  marriage. 
He  also  attended  the  local  schools  and  spent  two 
years  in  a school  at  Factory ville  and  one  year  at 
a school  in  Rhode  Island,  a Methodist  institution. 
In  1876  he  began  his  professional  work  as  a teacher 
in  a district  school  at  Gibson,  and  later  he  taught 
in  other  schools,  among  them  the  graded  schools  of 
Thompson  and  Oakley.  Politically  the  Professor  is 
a free  silver  Democrat,  and  he  has  always  been 
keenly  Interested  in  local  affairs  wherever  he  has 
resided.  He  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed  in 
social  life,  and  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity.  In  1887  he  married  Miss  Lizzie  Roe, 
a native  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  two  children 
have  blessed  the  union — Harold  E.  and  Roscoe  A. 

PETER  W.  ROBINSON,  deceased.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir  was  a well-known  resident  of 
the  town  of  Susquehanna,  and  his  tragic  death  at 
the  age  of  twenty-nine  was  sincerely  mourned  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  Twelve  years  of  faithful 
and  efficient  service  as  conductor  on  the  Erie  railroad 
had  demonstrated  his  worth  and  ability  to  his  em- 
ployers, while  his  sterling  qualities  as  a citizen  were 
recognized  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  born  March  18,  1851,  in 
Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  a son  of 
George  Washington  Robinson  and  his  wife,  Ann, 
both  natives  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.  This  wor- 
thy couple  settled  in  Susquehanna  county  soon  after 
their  marriage,  and  their  remaining  years  were 
spent  there.  They  had  the  following  children : 
Olive,  wife  of  Simon  Slocum,  a mechanic  in  Sus- 
quehanna; Peter  W.,  our  subject;  George,  a black- 
smith at  Bainbridge,  N.  Y. ; Friend,  a Methodist 
minister,  now  deceased  ; Charles,  a barber  at  Spring- 
held,  Ohio;  Ann  (deceased),  who  •married  a Mr. 
Brong;  and  Mary,  wife  of  Leon  Benson,  of  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county. 

As  a boy  our  subject  learned  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  with  his  father,  becoming  proficient  in  all 
branches  of  the  work,  and  for  two  years  he  was  em- 
ployed in  that  line  by  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.  His  abil- 
ity to  serve  in  a more  responsible  position  being  rec- 
ognized by  the  officials,  he  was  then  promoted  to  the 
post  of  conductor,  in  which  he  remained  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  October,  1880,  at  the  Car- 
bondale  railroad  yards,  an  engine  running  over  him. 
His  remains  were  taken  to  his  late  home  in  Sus- 
quehanna, and  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  that  place. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Association  of 
Railway  Conductors,  and  as  a citizen  he  always 
took  keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  being  a firm 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  On  March  18, 
1878,  he  married  Miss  Hannah  Dicks,  who  survives 
him  with  two  children : Miss  Jennie,  now  residing 
in  Susquehanna  county;  and  Fred,  who  is  with  his 
mother. 


Mrs.  Hannah  (Dicks)  Robinson  is  a descend- 
ant of  pioneer  ancestry,  and  was  born  and  reared  in 
New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county.  For 
some  time  after  the  death  of  her  husband  she  re- 
mained in  Susquehanna,  but  in  1892  she  returned 
to  her  native  township,  where  she  owns  an  attrac- 
tive farm.  In  the  management  of  the  estate  she 
has  shown  marked  ability,  while  socially  she  is  held 
in  high  esteem.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  John 
and  Hannah  Dicks,  were  lifelong  residents  of 
Wayne  county,  the  grandfather  being  an  agricult- 
urist by  occupation.  John  Dicks  (2),  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Robinson,  was  born  and  reared  in  Wayne 
county,  but  removed  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one.  He  located  in  New  Milford 
township,  engaging  in  agricultural  work,  and  his 
death  occurred  at  the  present  homestead  in  August, 
1894,  in  his  seventy-second  year.  For  many  years  he 
was  active  in  local  politics,  holding  various  town- 
ship offices.  He  married  Miss  Emaline  Williams, 
a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  died  August 
31,  1896,  aged  seventy-one,  and  was  buried  beside 
her  husband  in  New  Milford  cemetery.  Her  par- 
ents, Girdon  and  Betsey  (Cottrell)  Williams,  came 
from  Connecticut  at  an  early  day  and  settled  in 
Jackson  township,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in 
business  as  a shoemaker.  She  was  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  her  children  were 
reared  in  that  faith.  The  eldest  son,  Sylvenus,  mar- 
ried Miss  Orelia  Tennant,  and  resided  upon  a farm 
in  New  Milford  township.  Hannah  (Mrs. Robinson) 
was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Emma  Retta  (de- 
ceased) married  James  Crandall.  John  (deceased) 
married  Miss  Ida  Rice.  Miss  Jennie  resides  at  Hop 
Bottom,  Pennsylvania. 

T.  H.  THOMPSON,  the  well-known  and  pop- 
ular burgess  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  is  a na- 
tive of  New  York  State,  born  in  Crawford,  Orange 
county,  J uly  30,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Horace  and 
Mahala  (Harton)  Thompson,  who  spent  their  lives 
in  that  county,  where  the  father  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  farming.  He  died  in  June,  1841,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-two  years,  his  wife  in  October,  1861, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest 
of  their  children,  the  others  being  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Rev.  Eber  Hicks,  a farmer  and  Baptist  minister 
residing  in  Jefferson,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.Y. ; Catherine 
C.,  wife  of  Harrison  Thompson,  of  Middletown,  N. 
Y. ; and  Frances  M.,  also  a resident  of  Middletown. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  a native  of  France,  while  the  grandfather,  John 
I.  Thompson,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  died 
in  Goshen,  Orange  county,  that  State,  in  1861.  He 
had  three  children  : Horace  ; Virgil,  who  was  a man 
of  prominence;  and  John  I.,  Jr.  Silas  Harton  (our 
subject’s  maternal  great-grandfather)  was  born  in 
Connecticut  of  English  origin.  His  son  Hiram, 
also  a native  of  that  State,  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  spent  his  last  days  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.  He  married  Rhoda  Calender,  and  to  them 
were  born  seven  children;  Silas  (deceased); 
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Hiram,  a farmer  of  Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y. ; Ira  and  William  (both  deceased);  Maria,  de- 
ceased wife  of  De  Witt  Dwyer;  Mahala,  the  mother 
of  our  subject;  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  when 
young.  After  the  mother’s  death  the  father  of  these 
children  married  Rhoda  Canfield,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children:  Nathan  (deceased)  ; Mary,  wife 
of  L.  Brink,  a hardware  merchant  of  Middletown, 
N.  Y. ; Sophia,  wife  of  O.  McGowen,  a farmer  of 
Middletown  ;and  Henry  R.,a  clerk  of  the  same  place. 

Until  twenty-two  years  of  age  J.  H.  Thomp- 
son remained  upon  the  home  farm  with  his  mother, 
and  then  went  to  Circleville,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  for  five  years  he  engaged  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ness. Coming  to  Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  he 
was  similarly  employed  for  a year,  and  then  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  run- 
ning a stationary  engine  at  Hawley  until  1877.  For 
the  following  eleven  years  he  agkin  engaged  in  the 
butcher  business,  but  since  June,  1888,  has  conduct- 
ed a harness  store,  and  in  this  enterprise  is  meeting 
with  excellent  success. 

On  March  12,  1862,  in  Bloomingburg,  Sullivan 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Thompson  married  Miss  Ellen  M. 
Todd,  J.  F.  Searle,  a German  Reformed  minister, 
officiating.  She  was  born  in  Wallkill,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  April  26,  1838,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Matilda  (Davis)  Todd,  natives  of  Orange  and  Sul- 
livan counties,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  In  1849,  during 
the  gold  excitement  in  California,  the  father  started 
for  the  Pacific  slope  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  but  died 
while  en  route,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and 
was  buried  on  the  Isthmus.  The  mother  died  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1847,  aged  twenty-eight 
years.  Of  their  children,  William  H.  is  now  a 
jeweler  of  Philadelphia,  Penn. ; Ellen  M.  is  the  wife 
of  our  subject ; Edward  is  deceased ; and  Matilda  M. 
married  George  Williams  (both  are  now  deceased). 
Mrs.  Thompson's  paternal  grandfather,  Noah  Todd, 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  died  in  Wallkill,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.  William 
Davis,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was  also  a native 
of  Connecticut,  was  for  some  time  proprietor  of  the 
“National  Hotel,”  and  was  half-owner  of  the  stage 
line  between  Newburg  and  Monticello,  N.  Y.  He 
married  Phoebe  Baker,  and  both  died  in  Blooming- 
burg, New  York. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
commendable  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  his  fel- 
low citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and  ability, 
have  often  called  upon  him  to  serve  in  official  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust.  I11  1870  and  1872  he  was 
elected  collector  of  Palmyra  township  and  Hawley, 
and  the  latter  year  was  also  elected  assessor.  From 
1880  until  1896  he  efficiently  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  in  1892  he  was  elected  burgess  of  Haw- 
ley, and  again  in  1897.  The  reins  of  city  govern- 
ment were  never  in  more  capable  hands,  for  he  is 
a progressive  man,  pre-eminently  public-spirited, 
and  all  that  pertains  to  the  public  welfare  receives 
his  worthy  endorsement.  At  present  he  represents 
his  district  in  the  State  Legislature.  Politically  he 


is  a Free-silver  Democrat.  Since  1863  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  of  Hawley,  and 
in  1870  served  as  district  deputy  of  the  order. 

ABRAM  HAFLER,  a retired  farmer  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Georgetown,  Wayne 
county,  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  October 
25,  1831,  in  Haycock  township,  Bucks  county,  of 
which  place  his  parents,  Samuel  and  Nancy  (Yel- 
lows) Hafler,  were  also  natives.  In  1843  the  father 
brought  his  family  to  Wayne  county  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Canaan  township,  where  he  continued 
to  work  at  his  trade,  as  a cooper,  until  a few  years 
prior  to  his  death,  when  he  lived  retired.  He  was 
a Whig  in  politics  and  a Lutheran  in  religious  be- 
lief. He  died  in  i860,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  his  wife  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six, 
and  they  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Shaffer  burying- 
ground.  Their  children  were  John,  deceased; 
Abram ; Samuel,  deceased ; Matilda,  who  married 
Daniel  Bronson,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Will- 
iam, deceased  ; Henry,  a farmer  of  Dunmore,  Penn. ; 
and  Sarah,  wife  of  William  Siegels,  an  engineer 
of  Dunmore. 

Leaving  home  after  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority, Abram  Hafler  began  life  for  himself  by 
peeling  bark  and  working  on  different  farms  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  when  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  old  Gravity  railroad.  Dur- 
ing the  eight  years  he  was  with  that  corporation 
he  was  foreman  of  the  section  hands  a part  of  the 
time.  In  1867  he  purchased  his  present  farm  in 
Lake  township,  which  at  that  time  consisted  of  no 
acres  of  wild  land,  but  since  he  took  possession  of 
the  same  it  has  been  transformed  into  an  elegant 
farm,  being  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
well  improved  with  good  buildings.  For  six  years 
he  has  also  served  as  foreman  on  the  railroad  be- 
tween No.  12  and  Hawley.  He  has  been  a hard 
worker,  and  is  therefore  justly  entitled  to  the  well- 
earned  rest  whi,ch  he  is  now  enjoying. 

On  August  28,  1859,  in  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  Mr.  Hafler  married  Miss  Sarah 
Brooks,  the  ceremony,  being  performed  by  John 
Van  Sickles,  a Christian  minister.  She  was  born 
on  the  old  family  homestead  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, October  25,  1840,  and  by  her  marriage  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  the  following  children : Emett, 
born  July  18,  i860,  married  Maggie  Clutch,  and  is 
engaged  in  clerking  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Mary  E., 
born  May  13,  1862,- is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Schell,  a 
clerk  of  the  same  place;  Adelia,  born  June  4,  1864, 
is  the  widow  of  Charles  Crees  and  a resident  of 
Scranton;  George,  born  June  12,  1867,  married 
Daisy  Meyers,  and  is  a blacksmith  of  Scranton ; 
Francis,  born  July  9,  1870,  married  Eva  Swingle, 
and  is  a farmer  of  Canaan  township ; Cortland,  born 
December  8,  1875,  a farmer  of  Wayne  county; 
and  Ernest,  born  March  5,  1884,  is  at  home.  The 
parents  are  consistent  members  of  the  Free  Method- 
ist Church,  and  in  political  sentiment  Mr.  Hafler  is 
a stalwart  Democrat. 
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ALBERT  B.  MIDDAUGH  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  general  farmers  in  Delaware  township, 
Pike  county,  where  he  owns  a fine  property,  and 
is  well  known  throughout  this  section.  He  is  a 
native  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  born  November 
6,  1826,  in  the  town  of  Conyngham,  son  of  David 
and  Elsa  M.  (Cool)  Middaugh. 

Levy  Middaugh,  grandfather  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  these  lines,  was  born  April 
22,  1776,  in  Wantage,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  on 
December  18,  1795,  married  Elsie  Van  Gorden,  who 
was  a native  of  the  same  place,  born  February  10, 

1 773  • We  glean  the  following  record  of  their  chil- 
dren from  old  church  records : David,  born  Octo- 
ber 28,  1796,  and  baptized  February  28,  following, 
was  the  father  of  our  subject.  Maria,  born  March 
13,  1799,  was  baptized  April  11,  following,  and  mar- 
ried John  T.  Quick.  Jane,  born  September  27, 
1801,  married  William  Burger,  and  they  moved 
to  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  bought  a farm 
and  made  a permanent  home ; they  reared  a family. 
Eleanor,  born  April  10/1807,  married  Albert  G. 
Brodhead.  William  Titsworth  was  born  July  10, 
1809.  All  are  now  deceased.  The  parents  came 
to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in  an  early  day.  For  his  mil- 
itary services  the  father  was  given  a warrant  for  a 
tract  of  land  located  in  Mercer  county,  111.,  which 
read  as  follows: 

James  Monroe,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greet- 
ing: Know  ye  that  in  pursuance  of  the  Acts  of  Congress 

appropriating  and  granting  land  to  the  late  Army  of  the 
United  States  passed  on  and  since  the  Sixth  day  of  May, 
1812,  Levi  Middaugh,  having  deposited  in  the  General 
Land  Office  a warrant  in  his  favour  numbered  9503,  there 
is  granted  unto  the  said  Levi  Middaugh,  late  a private  in 
Clark’s  Company,  Sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  a certain 
tract  of  land  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
being  the  Southeast  quarter  of  Section  thirty-two,  of 
township  four  North,  in  Range  three  East,  in  the  tract 
appropriated  (by  Acts  aforesaid)  for  military  bounties, 
in  the  territory  of  Illinois,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
quarter  section  of  land  with  the  appurtenances  thereof, 
unto  the  said  Levi  Middaugh,  and  to  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs forever.  In  testimony  whereof  I have  caused  these 
letters  to  be  made  patent  and  the  seal  of  General  Land 
Office  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Given  under  my  hand  at 
the  City  of  Washington,  this  Eleventh  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  forty-second.  (Signed)  James  Mon- 
roe, by  the  President.  Josiah  Meigs,  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office.  (Ex.  Rc’d,  Vol.  10,  page  472.)  Lays 
on  the  Spoon  river,  good  farming  land.  M.  Bueen,  New 
York,  191  Pead  St. 

Levy  Middaugh  died  on  Staten  Island,  while 
•on  his  way  to  his  home.  His  wife  died  at  Wantage, 
New  Jersey. 

David  Middaugh  was  born  in  Wantage  town- 
ship, Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  and  when  a young  man 
settled  in  Conyngham,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  Janu- 
ary 14,  1839.  By  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and 
shoemaker.  He  married  Elsa  M.  Cool,  who  was 
horn  January  9,  1807,  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
daughter  of  John  C.  and  Margaret  (Decker)  Cool, 
natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  settled  in  Pennsylvania 


and  died  in  Rohrsburg,  Columbia  county.  Mr. 
Cool  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  a farmer  and  a 
vendue  crier.  He  and  his  wife  had  a family  of  ten 
children — Eliza  Ann,  William  H.,  Elsa  Margaret 
(Mrs.  Middaugh),  Mary  (Mrs.  H.  C.  Bowman), 
John,  Abram,  Jacob,  Eleanor  (who  died  unmarried), 
Andrew  D.,  and  Sarah.  Of  these,  Eliza  Ann  Cool 
married  R.  P.  Welliver,  who  for  a few  years  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  at  Rohrsburg.  Selling  out, 
he  bought  a farm  near  by,  which  he  operated  for 
two  or  three  years,  when  he  sold  that  property 
and  moved  West,  settling  in  Illinois.  He  bought  a 
farm  in  that  state,  and  his  son  Andrew  still  lives 
there,  making  his  home  in  Aledo.  William  H. 
Cool  died  January  5,  1900,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-one  years  and  four  months.  He  was  very 
weak  for  some  time  previous,  but  was  confined  to 
his  bed  only  two  days,  and  the  end  was  very  peace- 
ful. Andrew  D.  Cool  studied  law  under  Richard 
Bros.,  of  Easton,  Penn.,  was  admitted  to  the  bar; 
he  died  unmarried,  having  resided  with  his  parents 
at  Rohrsburg.  Sarah  Cool  married  Dr.  Plummer, 
and  they  had  three  daughters.  She  is  now  a help- 
less invalid,  living  in  Aledo,  Illinois. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Middaugh  were  born 
four  children : Eliza  Ann,  Mrs.  Hamton,  living 

in  Illinois;  Albert  B.;  Margaret  J.,  born  January 
1,  1828,  widow  of  William  Angle,  of  Delaware 
township;  and  John  C.,  who  lives  in  Nebraska, 
on  a large  farm  which  he  owns  (he  is  married  and 
has  a family).  The  mother  died  March  14,  1842, 
in  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  whither  she  had 
come  the  year  previous.  David'  Middaugh  was  an 
early  Freemason,  and  rose  to  Master  Mason,  our 
subject  still  having  possession  of  the  silver  medal 
with  his  name  and  other  inscriptions  thereon — a 
fine  piece  of  workmanship. 

Albert  B.  Middaugh  remained  in  his  native 
place  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he 
came  to  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  to  live 
with  his  uncle,  Albert  G.  Brodhead,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  about  nine  years.  After  his  marriage 
he  commenced  farming  on  his  own  account,  at 
first  in  Lehman  township,  whence  after  several 
years  he  removed  to  Delaware  township,  settling  on 
the  fine  tract  of  river-bottom  land  where  he  still 
resides.  His  farm,  which  is  a most  desirable  piece 
of  property,  highly  cultivated,  and  well  laid-out 
and  equipped  with  every  convenience  for  modern 
agricultural  work,  contains  two  hundred  and  nine 
acres,  to  the  operation  of  which  he  gives  his  entire 
time  and  attention.  He  also  owns  land  in  Lehman 
township,  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  Dela- 
ware river — one  hundred  acres,  seventy  improved, 
with  good  buildings.  He  has  entirely,  through  his 
own  efforts  and  ambition,  won  a high  place  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  Delaware.  Unlike  most 
men  of  his  standing,  he  takes  little  or  no  active 
part  in  public  matters,  although  he  naturally  feels 
a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community 
with  which  he  has  been  prominently  identified  for 
so  many  years.  He  served  as  supervisor  one  term, 
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but  he  has  invariably  declined  to  accept  office  or 
similar  honors  ever  since.  His  political  sympathies 
are  with  the  Democratic  party. 

On  January  2,  1849,  Mr.  Middaugh  was  mar- 
ried, at  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Hannah  A. 
Everett,  a native  of  Lehman  township,  Pike  county, 
who  was  born  October  19,  1828,  daughter  of 
George  B.  and  Jane  (Hornbeck)  Everett.  Mrs. 
Middaugh's  paternal  grandparents,  Isaac  and  Mary 
(Davis)  Everett,  were  natives  of  New  York  state, 
where  they  passed  all  their  days,  following  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  Both  lived  to  a ripe  old  age.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children — John,  George  B., 
Allen,  Isaac  (of  Pittston,  Penn.),  Findley,  Jane, 
Mary  (Mrs.  Isaac  LaBar,  of  Pittston,  Penn.),  Cath- 
erine (who  married  a Mr.  Barlow),  Elizabeth,  and 
Hannah  (who  married  Lash  Depew). 

George  B.  Everett  was  born  in  Montague,  N. 
J.,  and  died  in  Michigan  in  1881,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  He  was  a lifelong'  farmer.  He 
married  Jane  Hornbeck,  who  was  born  May  26, 
1805,  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  made  her  home 
with  her  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Isaac  H.  Smith,  of 
Delaware  township,  until  her  death,  November  12, 
1898,  aged  ninety-three  years,  five  months  and  sev- 
enteen days.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
Francis  and  Hannah  A.  (Mrs.  Albert  B.  Middaugh). 
Francis  married  Susan  Schuyler,  and  died  in  Leh- 
man township.  Mrs.  Middaugh’s  maternal  grand- 
parents, Everett  and  Jane  (Van  Auken)  Hornbeck, 
came  from  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  in  1774,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  Mr.  Hornbeck  engaging  in  farming. 
They  had  a family  of  seven  children — Margaret, 
who  married  John  B.  Rosencrans ; Daniel,  who 
died  young;  Daniel  (2),  who  is  still  living,  un- 
married, at  the  age  of  seventy-two ; Leah,  who  died 
unmarried;  John  G.,  who  died  unmarried;  Jane, 
Mrs.  Everett;  and  Jacob,  who  married  Eliza  A. 
Hetzel. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Middaugh  were  born 
four  children,  of  whom  we  give  a brief  record.  John 
H.,  born  June  15,  1851,  is  conducting  a sheep 
ranch  in  Wyoming;  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Isaac 
H.  Smith,  of  Delaware  township ; Mary  F.  married 
James  W.  Van  Gordon,  who  is  an  engineer  at  the 
oil  wells  in  Wyoming. 

Daniel  H.  Middaugh,  youngest  in  the  family  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Middaugh,  was  born  February 
22,  1857,  in  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  and 
when  a child  came  with  his  parents  to  Delaware 
township,  being  reared  to  farm  life,  which  he  has 
adopted  as  his  principal  vocation.  He  received 
a thorough  practical  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  he  has  always  worked  with  his  father,  at  present 
owning  half  of  the  homestead,  which  he  has  man- 
aged in  a highly  successful  manner.  Like  his 
father,  he  is  hard-working  and  thrifty,  and  pos- 
sessed of  unusually  good  judgment  in  matters  agri- 
cultural, evidences  of  which  abound  in  every  part 
of  his  fine  property.  He  was  trained  to  agriculture 
under  the  direction  of  his  father,  and  profited  well 


by  the  advice  of  that  able  instructor,  to  whose 
teaching  he  has  surely  done  credit.  He  occupies  a 
prominent  place  among  the  representative  well-to- 
do  men  of  his  township,  and  though,  like  his  father, 
he  takes  no  particularly  active  part  in  public  af- 
fairs, he  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  ably  as  super- 
visor and  school  director.  In  political  sentiment 
he  is  a Democrat.  Fraternally  he  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

In  September,  1879,  Daniel  H.  Middaugh  was 
married  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Sophia  L. 
Beck,  and  nine  children  have  been  born  to  theiji, 
namely:  Eli  A.,  George  B.,  Maria,  Andy,  Charles, 
Hazel,  Fred,  Eva  and  Minnie. 

THOMAS  N.  HOWELL,  who,  after  the  la- 
bors of  a long  and  busy  life,  is  spending  his  de- 
clining years  in  ease  and  retirement  in  Hawley, 
Wayne  county,  was  born  at  Egypt  Mills,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  February  7,  1834,  a son  of  David  and  Cath- 
erine (Newman)  Howell,  the  former  a native  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  latter  of  Milford,  Pike  county. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  Dr.  Abraham  How- 
ell, was  born  in  Scotland,  and  with  two'  brothers 
came  to  the  United  States  when  a young  man,  lo- 
cating in  Philadelphia,  where  he  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  married  a 
Miss  Nyce,  who  became  the  grandmother  of  our 
subject,  and  after  her  death  wedded  a French- 
Canadian  lady.  The  maternal  grandparents,  Ira 
and  Mary  (Bross)  Newman,  were  natives  of  Hol- 
land, and  came  to  America  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  in  which  the  grandfather  participated. 
They  made  their  home  near  Milford,  Penn.,  where 
he  worked  at  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  Gov.  Bross, 
of  Illinois,  was  a nephew  of  Mrs.  Newman. 

During  his  boyhood  David  Howell  (our  sub- 
ject’s father)  served1  a four-years’  apprenticeship 
at  sailmaking  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  close  of  which 
lie  shipped  as  sailmaker  on  a whaling  vessel.  After 
several  years  he  was  promoted  to  second  mate  and 
harpooner,  following  the  sea  fifteen  years  in  all. 
On  abandoning  that  calling  he  located  in  Pike 
county,  Penn.,  where  for  a few  years  he  engaged 
in  the  distilling  business,  but  as  that  did  not  prove  a 
paying  investment  he  turned  his  attention  to  grist- 
milling, renting  and  operating  different  mills  for 
about  thirty  years.  For  two  years  he  rented  and 
operated  the  old  stone  mill  at  Port  Jervis,  known 
as  the  Dr.  Ball  mill,  and  the  balance  of  the  time 
the  mills  between  Port  Jervis  and  Egypt  Mills. 
His  last  days  were  spent  upon  a farm  in  Pike 
county,  where  he  died  in  1861,  aged  seventy-four 
years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1891,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Milford  cemetery.  Of  their 
children,  David  is  deceased ; Thomas  N.  is  second 
in  the  order  of  birth ; George  is  a retired  merchant, 
living  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; Charles  B.  is  a printer 
of  Rahway,  N.  J. ; Mary  is  the  wife  of  John  Mc- 
Carty, a farmer  of  Raymondskill,  Pike  county;  H. 
Foster  makes  his  home  in  Pen  Argyl,  Northampton 
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Co.,  Penn. ; Esther  J.  lives  in  Milford ; and  James 
M.  is  a retired  merchant  of  Pen  Argyl.  The  father 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Jemima 
Van  Gordon,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Ann 
Eliza,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

During  his  youth  Thomas  N.  Howell  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  miller’s  trade  with  his 
father,  and  on  leaving  home,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
went  to  Milford,  where  he  conducted  a gristmill 
for  one  year.  Subsequently  he  operated  De  Witt’s 
mill  for  several  years,  and  then  carried  on  business 
as  a miller  at  Colesville  (N.  J.),  Millville  and  Ding- 
man’s  Ferry,  for  one  year  each.  Returning  to 
Milford,  he  operated  mills  for  different  parties  until 
the  fall  of  1863,  when  he  went  to  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  obtained  a position  in  the  Construction 
Corps,  remaining  in  that  city  until  April  I,  1864. 
He  was  then  sent  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  where  he 
assisted  in  building  a bridge  across  the  river,  and 
on  its  completion,  in  July  of  that  year,  he  returned 
home  on  a furlough.  A few  weeks  later  he  was 
drafted,  joining  the  Construction  Corps  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  and  at  the  last  battle  of  Nashville  he 
was  working  on  a fort  and  an  entrance  to  a powder 
magazine  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city  when  the 
battle  commenced.  He  followed  the  army  as  far 
as  Franklin,  building  bridges,  etc.  After  the  close 
of  the  war  he  worked  for  the  Nashville  & Chatta- 
nooga Railroad  Co.  until  the  fall  of  1865,  either 
in  the  shops  or  on  the  wrecking  train.  Going  to 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  he  next  obtained  a position  on 
the  wrecking  train  of  the  Memphis  & Charleston 
railroad,  with  which  he  was  connected  until  the 
spring  of  1867,  when  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Milford,  Penn.  A few  days  later  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  New  York  & Erie  Railroad  Co., 
building  bridges  for  them  for  a few  months.  He 
next  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  a few 
months  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  after  spending  the 
following  winter  in  leisure  at  home,  he  went  to  Jer- 
sey City,  where  he  worked  at  the  same  trade  until 
1870,  in  that  year  establishing  a spoke  factory  on  the 
Raymondskill,  a few  miles  below  Milford.  This  he 
successfully  operated  until  the  plant  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  in  1882,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  but  in  1890  he  laid  aside  all  business  cares, 
and  has  since  lived  retired  in  Hawley,  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  his  former  toil. 

Mr.  Howell  was  married  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y., 
August  26,  1878,  to  Miss  Rose  Berstein,  Rev.  J.  D. 
Crane,  D.  D.,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  offi- 
ciating. She  was  born  September  17,  i860,  in  the 
house  at  Hawley  where  she  now  makes  her  home. 
Her  father,  William  Berstein,  was  a native  of  Prus- 
sia, Germany,  and  a son  of  Aaron  and  Amelia  Ber- 
stein, who  in  1840  emigrated  to  the  New  World 
and  located  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
Aaron  Berstein  carried  on  business  as  a merchant. 
William  Berstein  came  with  his  parents  to  America, 
and  in  1842,  after  a short  time  spent  in  Narrows- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  removed  to  Honesdale,  clerking  one 
year  in  a store  at  that  place  for  a Mr.  Snyder. 


He  then  came  to  Hawley,  to  take  charge  of  a 
store  for  his  employer,  and  after  conducting  same 
for  two  years  purchased  the  stock,  carrying  on 
business  there  on  his  own  account  from  1854  until 
1868,  when  he  moved  to  Corning,  N.  Y.  There 
he  also  engaged  in  merchandising,  until  1874,  when 
he  returned  to  Honesdale,  living  retired  until  1879, 
in  which  year  he  came  again  to  Hawley,  where 
he  died  February  8,  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years. 

William  Berstein  was  married,  in  1854,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Longstreet,  who  was  born  in  Hawley, 
a daughter  of  Louis  and  Elizabeth  (Goble)  Long- 
street,  natives  of  Pike  county,  Penn.  Her  father, 
who  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  died  in  Prompton, 
her  mother  in  Hawley.  Mrs.  Berstein  passed  away 
November  14,  1865,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  vears. 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  namely : 
Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; Charles 
W.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  plumbing  business  in 
Warren,  Penn. ; Amelia,  a successful  music  teacher, 
and  widow  of  Frederick  D.  Smith  ; Rose,  wife  of 
our  subject;  and  Arthur,  a physician  of  Scranton, 
Penn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howell  are  leading  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Hawley,  and  hold  a 
position  of  prominence  in  social  circles.  Politically 
he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  gives 
his  support  to  all  measures  which  he  believes  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  public  benefit,  and  is  justly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  valued  and  useful  citizens 
of  the  community. 

PRITCHARD  FAMILY.  Whether  in  a new 
or  an  old  country,  qualities  of  merit  and  progression 
will  inevitably  assert  themselves,  and  attain  for  their 
possessors  a proper  station  in  life.  Less  than  a half 
century  ago  the  Welsh  family  to  which  this  brief 
sketch  is  inscribed  became  domiciled  in  America. 
It  has  here  thrived  to  a most  notable  degree,  and 
its  representatives  are  among  the  most  substantial 
and  successful  citizens  of  Susquehanna  county. 

In  February,  1856,  David  Pritchard  and  family 
landed  in  America,  emigrating  from  Nantyglo, 
Wales.  Having  been  a coal  miner  from  the  age 
of  ten  years,  he  found  occupation  in  the  mines  at 
Scranton,  Penn.,  whither  he  removed  after  a resi- 
dence of  some  eight  months  in  Schuylkill  county, 
Penn.  Thrifty,  industrious  and  persevering,  he 
prospered  in  that  community,  and,  ambitious  to 
own  property  and  conduct  his  own  affairs,  he  in 
1865  came  to  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  engaged  in  farming.  When  he  came 
to  America  he  could  neither  read  nor  write  the 
English  language,  but  he  can  now  do  both  well. 
He  has  served  as  school  director  for  several  terms, 
and  is  regarded  as  a citizen  of  superior  intelligence, 
commanding  the  wide  influence  which  is  his  due. 
David  Pritchard  was  born  in  Wales,  March  30, 
1830,  and  in  his  native  land  married  Mary  Jones, 
daughter  of  John  and  Rachel  Jones,  who  came 
from  Wales  to  America  in  1859,  settling  at  Scran- 
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ton,  Penn.,  where  they  died.  Their  son  Abraham 
was  minister  to  Mexico  under  President  McKinley, 
and  died  in  that  country,  his  remains  being  re- 
turned to  Brooklyn  township.  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  for  interment.  To  David  and  Mary  (Jones) 
Pritchard  were  born  five  children,  namely:  John 

H.,  a sketch  of  whose  life  appears  below ; Eliza- 
beth, who  married  John  J.  Davis,  a farmer  of  Mid- 
dletown township ; David  W.,  a farmer  of  Gibson 
township ; Mary  A.,  who  died  aged  sixteen  years ; 
and  Thomas,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township.  Mrs. 
Mary  Pritchard  died  July  26,  1866,  aged  thirty-two 
years,  and  was  buried  in  the  Welsh  cemetery,  in 
Clifford  township.  She  was  a member  of  the  Welsh 
Congregational  Church,  to  which  Mr.  Pritchard 
also  belongs.  For  his  second  wife  he  married 
Mrs.  Mary  (Davis)  James,  a native  of  Middletown 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  widow  of  Evan 
James.  By  this  union  there  was  one  son,  Arthur, 
who  now  lives  on  the  old  homestead  with  his 
father;  he  married  Myrtle  Holmes,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Holmes,  of  Gibson  township  (they  had  no 
children).  For  his  third  wife  David  Pritchard  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Owens)  Williams.  He  is  now 
a resident  of  Gibson  township,  and  one  of  the 
wealthiest  and  most  prominent  citizens,  owning  two 
fine  farms — the  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  acres  upon  which  he  makes  his  home  and 
another  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres.  He 
at  one  time  owned  six  farms,  but  he  gave  four 
of  them  to  his  sons.  Mr.  Pritchard  is  a Republican 
in  political  faith. 

David  Pritchard,  the  father  of  David 
Pritchard,  mentioned  above,  came  to  America  in 
1873,  and  settled  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  his  wife,  Betsey  Davis,  died.  Their 
three  children  were : David,  mentioned  above ; 

Jane,  born  in  July,  1832,  who  lives  in  Nanticoke, 
Penn.,  unmarried;  and  Ann,  born  in  1834,  wife  of 
Benjamin  Jenkins,  a miner  of  Nanticoke. 

John  Henry  Pritchard,  who  is  the  eldest 
son  of  David  and  Mary  (Jones)  Pritchard,  was 
born  in  Nantyglo,  Wales,  May  3,  1855.  He  was 
brought  to  America  by  his  parents  in  February, 
1856,  and  remained  with  them  at  Scranton  until 
their  removal,  in  1865,  to  Gibson  township,  where 
he  was  reared  upon  the  farm  from  the  age  of  ten 
years.  He  worked  at  home,  and  among  the  neigh- 
boring farmers,  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 
when  he  began  a successful  career  as  a blacksmith. 
For  six  months  he  worked  in  the  shop  of  William 
Thom,  at  Herrick  Center,  and  then  for  two  vears 
with  Charles  W.  Conrad,  of  Glenwood.  Establish- 
ing a shop  of  his  own,  at  Glenwood,  he  operated 
it  successfully  for  one  year,  and  then  removed  to 
Neath,  Bradford  county,  where  he  was  in  business 
for  a year.  Removing  to  South  Gibson  in  1879, 
he  there  conducted  a shop  until  he  was  unfitted  tem- 
porarily for  the  prosecution  of  his  trade  bv  an 
accident,  having  been  thrown  from  a horse  and 
suffered  a fractured  leg.  Upon  his  recovery  Mr. 
Pritchard  commenced  the  sale  of  road  machines, 


through  Wayne,  Susquehanna  and  Bradford  coun- 
ties, and  he  has  since  been  engaged  as  wagon  and 
implement  agent  for  the  Deering  Harvester  Co., 
doing  a large  and  prosperous  business. 

Our  subject  married,  at  Susquehanna,  on  May 
19,  1876,  Miss  Mary  J.  Maxey,  who  was  born  in 
Schuylkill  county,  Penn.,  in  1855,  daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  Maxey,  and  sister  of  Hon.  W. 
E.  Maxey,  of  Gibson  township.  George  Maxey, 
her  father,  is  a native  of  Wales,  and  a retired  miner 
of  Forest  City,  Perm.  To  John  H.  and  Mary  J. 
Pritchard  were  born  four  children : Mary,  who  died 
aged  six  months ; George  D.,  who  died  aged  two 
and  a half  years;  Frank  M.,  an  engineer  of  Forest 
City;  and  Mary  J.,  at  home.  The  mother  of  these 
died  March  20,  1887,  aged  thirty-two  years,  and 
for  his  second  wife  John  H.  Pritchard  married, 
on  January  16,  1889,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  Jennie 

M.  Pickering,  who  was  born  in  Gibson  township, 

January  4,  1870,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Estella 
(Howell)  Pickering,  prominent  residents  of  Gibson 
township.  To  John  H.  and  Jennie  M.  Pritchard 
have  been  born  five  children : George  C.,  born 

April  13,  1890 ; Gaylord  W.,  born  October  17,  1892 ; 
Gomer  J.,  born  May  6,  1895  ; Ruth  E. ; and  Rachel, 
all  living  but  Gaylord  W.,  who  was  drowned  at 
South  Gibson  in  1899,  at  the  age  of  six  years  and 
four  months.  He  was  one  of  six  boys  who  were 
sleighing  on  a pond  when  the  ice  broke,  and  five  of 
the  six  were  drowned. 

In  politics  John  H.  Pritchard  is  a Republican. 
He  has  served  the  township  two  terms  as  treasurer, 
and  is  now  assistant  assessor,  is  an  active,  progres- 
sive and  successful  business  man,  and  a political 
factor  of  great  influence,  a worthy  representative, 
not  only  of  his  family  and  ancestry,  but  of  the 
best  type  of  American  citizenship. 

A.  F.  LOBEZ,  a leading  lumberman  and  dairy- 
man of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  is  num- 
bered among  the  most  progressive,  far-sighted  and 
successful  business  men  of  his  community.  By  his 
well-directed  efforts-  he  has  succeeded  in  accumu- 
lating a handsome  property,  and  his  straightfor- 
ward, honorable  course  has  won  for  him  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact. 

Mr.  Lobez  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  June  24, 
1855,  a son  °f  A.  F.  and  Caroline  (Lloyd)  Lobez, 
natives  of  France,  who  in  June,  1849,  came  to  this 
country.  Reared  in  Preston  township,  our  subject 
began  his  education  in  the  local  schools,  and  later 
attended  the  graded  schools  of  Afton,  Broome  Co., 

N.  Y.  On  leaving  the  school  room  he  engaged 
in  farming  in  Preston  township  for  a number  of 
years,  and  after  his  marriage  located  upon  his  fath- 
er’s old  homestead,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  1894,  making  many  improvements  upon  the 
place,  including  the  erection  of  good  buildings. 
In  1887  he  purchased  the  Beaver  Meadow  Farm, 
then  known  as  the  Moore  farm,  upon  which  he  has 
built  a comfortable  residence,  a good  barn  and 
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a large  creamery,  24x32  feet,  supplied  with  the 
latest  improved  machinery.  For  dairy  purposes 
he  keeps  a herd  of  ninety-five  cows,  and  does  the 
largest  business  along  this  line  of  any  one  in  his 
part  of  the  county.  His  entire  time,  however,  is 
not  devoted  to  this  enterprise,  for  he  has  cleared 
and  improved  a large  tract  of  land  and  now  has 
one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  Preston  town- 
ship. His  elegant  residence,  supplied  with  all  mod- 
ern conveniences,  was  erected  in  1895,  and  the 
other  buildings  upon  the  place  are  in  perfect  har- 
mony with  it. 

In  April,  1878,  Mr.  Lobez  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Alice  Bryant,  of  Prompton,  Wayne 
county,  a daughter  of  William  and  Clara  Bryant, 
well-to-do  people  of  that  place.  After  one  year 
of  happy  married  life,  she  died  in  1879,  leaving  one 
son,  Anson  B.,  who  is  still  with  his  father.  Mr. 
Lobez  was  again  married  February  24,  1884,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Esther  Axtell,  of 
Deposit,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  was  educated  in 
the  high  school  of  that  place,  and  is  a daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Caroline  Axtell,  honored  pioneer 
farmers  of  Delaware  county.  She  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  a most  estim- 
able lady.  In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Lobez 
has  always  been  a Republican,  taking  a commend- 
able interest  in  public  affairs.  In  manner  he  is 
pleasant,  genial  and  approachable,  and  all  who 
know  him  esteem  him  highly  for  his  genuine  worth. 

CHARLES  G.  CORSON,  M.  D.,  a leading 
physician  of  Rileyville,  Wayne  county,  has  not  only 
won  a high  reputation  in  his  chosen  profession,  but 
he  and  his  brother,  Dr.  Frank  W.  Corson,  are  active 
and  influential  in  business  circles,  having  done 
much  to  develop  the  newly  discovered  gold  mines 
in  Maryland. 

Dr.  Corson  comes  of  an  excellent  ancestry, 
and  on  the  paternal  side  is  descended  from  a fam- 
ily which  has  long  been  identified  with  the  medical 
profession,  while  on  the  maternal  side  he  is  of 
Revolutionary  stock.  Hiram  Corson,  our  subject’s 
grandfather,  was  a farmer  in  Canada.  He  had  three 
sons,  two  of  whom  became  physicians,  and  the  other 
held  for  some  years  the  position  of  principal  in  a 
Philadelphia  school.  Dr.  Henry  Corson,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1793,  and,  at  the  remark- 
able age  of  104  years,  is  still  in  active  practice  as 
a specialist,  his  residence  being  at  Hancock,  N.  Y. 
Our  subject’s  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lu- 
cretia  Glatt,  was  born  in  1818,  and  is  also  living. 
Her  paternal  grandfather  was  captain  of  a ship 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  her  father,  Rob- 
ert Glatt,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  This  estimable  couple  had  four 
children : Henrietta,  now  Mrs.  Richmond,  of  Car- 
bondale ; Charles  G.,  our  subject;  Lavina,  wife  of 
Rev.  George  Merrill,  of  Bethany,  Penn. ; and  Frank 
W.,  a physician  at  Waymart. 

Dr.  Charles  G.  Corson  was  born  March  6,  1854, 
in  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 


resided  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. He  began  his  medical  studies  with  his 
father,  and  later  entered  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1879.  He 
then  returned  home,  and  after  assisting  his  father 
for  some  time  engaged  in  independent  practice, 
continuing  thus  successfully  for  about  three  years. 
The  next  two  years  he  spent  at  Winwood,  Wayne 
county,  and  in  1898  he  located  at  Rileyville,  where 
he  now  has  a lucrative  practice.  He  is  highly  es- 
teemed as  a citizen,  and  is  a member  of  various 
social  orders,  including  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  at 
Orson,  Penn.  While  he  is  not  a politician,  in  any 
sense,  he  takes  keen  interest  in  public  movements, 
and  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 

In  1877  the  Doctor  was  married,  at  Jackson, 
Penn.,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Prescott,  to  Miss  Emma  Toby, 
who  died  in  December,  1881,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  her  remains  being  interred  at  Thompson, 
Penn.  Her  parents,  Alfred  A.  and  Lucy  (Austin) 
Toby,  reside  in  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  her  father  is  a prominent  farmer. 
By  that  marriage  Dr.  Corson  had  one  daughter, 
Miss  Bertha,  now  residing  at  Bethany,  Penn.  On 
December  27,  1888,  he  was  married,  at  Thompson, 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Cole,  a Methodist  minister,  to  Miss 
Lois  Miner,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children : 
Frank,  Jesse,  and  Pearl,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Lois 
Corson  was  born  May  23,  1870,  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  her  grandparents,  Dan- 
iel and  Rachel  Miner,  settled  at  an  early  day.  Rob- 
ert Miner,  her  father,  was  born  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  now  resides  near  Forest 
City,  Susquehanna  county.  For  many  years  he 
followed  farming  as  an  occupation,  but  at  present 
he  is  engaged  in  lumbering.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ann 
Eliza  Smith,  was  born  in  Prompton,  Wayne  county, 
and  their  family  consists  of  four  children,  as  fol- 
lows : Anna,  wife  of  Philo  Gunsaulus,  a barber  at 
Forest  City;  Lois,  wife  of  our  subject;  Nettie,  who 
married  George  Roney,  a farmer  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn. ; and  Earl,  who  resides  with  his  parents. 

WILLIAM  TRANSUE.  Old  age  is  not  ne- 
cessarily a synonym  for  weakness  or  inactivity.  It 
need  not  suggest,  as  a matter  of  course,  want  of  oc- 
cupation or  helplessness.  There  is  an  old  age  that 
is  a benediction  to  all  that  come  in  contact  with  it, 
that  gives  out  of  its  richest  stores  of  learning  and 
experience,  and  grows  stronger  intellectually  and 
spiritually  as  the  years  pass.  Such  is  the  life  of 
Mr.  Transue,  an  encouragement  to  his  associates, 
and  an  example  well  worthy  of  emulation  to  the 
young. 

Our  subject’s  grandfather,  John  Transue,  was 
a native  of  Williams  township,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn.,  and  was  married  in  that  county,  but  at  an 
early  day  removed  to  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county,  taking  up  his  residence  there  in  1787-  He 
purchased  land,  and  engaged  in  farming  until  called 
from  this  life.  His  remains  and  those  of  his  wife 
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were  both  interred  at  Shawnee,  Monroe  county. 
Their  children  were : Susana,  wife  of  William 

Smith  ; Barbara,  wife  of  John  Smith  ; Abram,  father 
of  our  subject;  Margaret,  wife  of  Peter  Albert; 
Jacob  and  John,  both  residents  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship ; Lana,  wife  of  Elihu  Posten ; and  Rachel,  wife 
of  Henry  Strunk,  of  Smithfield  township. 

Abram  Transue  was  born  in  1787,  in  Williams 
township,  Northampton  county,  and  was  an  infant 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Monroe  county, 
his  boyhood  and  youth  being  passed  in  Smithfield 
township.  In  1832  he  removed  to  Pocono  town- 
ship, and  located  on  the  Wesley  Transue  place, 
making  his  home  there  until  his  death,  in  August, 
1864.  In  early  life  he  followed  the  mason’s  trade, 
but  later  gave  his  attention  to  farming.  In  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county,  he  married  Margaret 
Newhart,  who  was  born  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn., 
November  20,  1793,  a daughter  of  Peter  New- 
hart, and  died  in  1877.  In  the  family  of  this  worthy 
couple  were  the  following  children  : Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Peter  Shick ; William,  our  subject; 
Sarah,  deceased  wife  of  George  Ace ; Rachel,  de- 
ceased wife  of  David  Shannon ; Peter,  deceased, 
who  lived  in  Pocono  township ; George,  father  of 
Wesley  C.  Transue,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where ; Elihu  and  Moses,  both  residents  of  Pocono 
township ; Anna,  deceased  wife  of  Abram  Holder- 
man  ; and  Abram,  who  lived  for  some  years  in 
Monroe  county,  but  died  in  Wyoming  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

William  Transue  was  born  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, October  19,  1812,  and  was  twenty  years  old 
at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Pocono 
township,  with  whose  industrial  and  agricultural 
interests  he  has  since  been  actively  identified.  In 
early  life  he  learned  the  cooper’s  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  some  years,  but  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  has  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  On 
coming  to  the  wilds  of  Pocono  township  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  acres  of  unimproved  land, 
which  he  has  succeeded  in  transforming  into  a fine 
farm,  having  cleared  sixty  acres,  and  placed  it  under 
a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  engaged  in 
general  farming,  and  although  now  eighty-six  years 
of  age  is  still  able  to  follow  the  plow  and  attend  to 
other  laborious  farm  duties. 

On  November  9,  1840,  in  Pocono  township, 
Mr.  Transue  married  Miss  Annie  Anglemoyer,  who 
was  born  November  20,  1821,  a daughter  of  Jacob 
Anglemoyer,  and  theirs  has  been  a long  and  happy 
married  life,  of  over  fifty-nine  years.  The  children 
born  to  them  were  David,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years ; Lydia,  wife  of  Arnold  Wood,  of 
Scranton,  Penn.;  Sarah,  widow  of  Temple  Scott, 
of  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; Louis,  a resident  of 
Mt.  Pocono,  Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe  county; 
Franklin,  who  died  in  boyhood;  Moses,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ; Peter,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years ; and  Isaac,  who  died  in 
childhood. 

Politically  Mr.  Transue  is  what  he  calls  a 


“Union”  Democrat,  and  he  has  ever  taken  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs.  He  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  in  a number  of  official  positions 
of  honor  and  trust,  having  been  school  director, 
twelve  years  ; assessor,  three  years  ; assistant  assessor, 
three  years ; supervisor,  three  years ; township  au- 
ditor, three  years;  judge  of  election;  inspector  of 
election  ; overseer  of  the  poor  ; and  tax  collector  ; and 
it  is  needless  to  say  that  his  duties  were  always 
promptly  and  faithfully  discharged.  He  is  a consis- 
tent member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  for 
thirteen  years  has  served  as  elder  and  deacon. 

PROF.  CHARLES  E.  MOXLEY,  superinten- 
dent of  the  public  schools  of  Susquehanna  county, 
is  one  of  the  leading  educators  of  the  county,  and 
the  320  schools  under  his  charge  show  effects  of  his 
energetic  and  well  directed  efforts.  His  work  has 
won  for  him  many  warm  friends,  and  resulted  in 
his  unanimous  re-election  to  an  office,  to  which  in 
the  first  place  he  had  been  unanimously  elected. 

Prof.  Moxley  comes  of  good  old  Puritan  stock, 
his  ancestors  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines 
having  settled  in  New  England  at  an  early  period. 
Jonathan  Moxley,  his  great-great-great-grand- 
father, was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  lost  his 
life  in  the  massacre  at  Fort  Griswold,  Conn.  His 
name  appears  on  the  monument  erected  to  com- 
memorate the  men  and  the  event.  Jonathan  Mox- 
ley, the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  from 
Connecticut,  in  1800.  He  married  Elsie  Read,  and 
shortly  after  they  came  to  make  their  permanent 
home  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
His  brothers,  Gurdon  and  Francis,  settled  in  New 
Milford  township  about  the  same  time.  In  1829 
he  met  with  a serious  accident,  which  resulted  in 
his  death  the  following  year  (1830),  leaving  a widow 
and  six  children.  The  farm  he  had  purchased  had 
not  been  paid  for,  and  the  widowed  mother  bravely 
undertook  the  struggle  to  secure  their  home  and 
keep  her  family  of  children  together.  The  oldest 
son  in  this  family  was  Edwin  B.,  our  subject’s 
father,  who  though  but  eight  years  of  age,  took 
up  the  responsibilities  of  life,  and  became  the  chief 
aid  of  his  mother  in  finishing  the  payments  on  the 
farm. 

Edwin  B.  Moxley  was  born  January  30,  1822, 
and  passed  his  entire  life  on  the  farm,  for  which 
he  had  worked  in  childhood.  On  January  22,  1852, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  Hall,  who  was 
born  July  21,  1828,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  four  sons  : Elmer  H.,  a resident  of  Jackson, 

born  December  1,  1853;  Everett,  born  May  29, 
1857,  died  September  25,  1858;  Charles  E.,  and 
Will  F.,  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  born  December  1,  1867. 
The  father  passed  away  February  13,  1899. 

Charles  E.  Moxley  was  born  October  4,  1866, 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Jackson  township.  His 
education  was  begun  in  the  district  schools  of  that 
locality,  later  he  entered  the  graded  schools  at 
New  Milford,  and  in  1884-85  was  a student  in  Hills- 
dale College  (Mich.).  In  1886  he  began  teaching 
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in  his  native  township,  continuing  for  three  terms, 
and  for  some  time  in  New  Milford  township.  His 
success  being  established,  he  was  in  1889  chosen 
principal  of  the  schools  of  Hallstead,  Penn.,  which 
position  he  held  for  seven  years — or  until  first 
elected  County  Superintendent,  which  occurred  in 
May,  1896,  and  his  re-election  took  place  in  1899. 

On  July  30,  1890,  Prof.  Moxley  was  married  to 
Matie  A.  Kimber,  daughter  of  N.  F.  Kimber,  of 
New  Milford  Boro.  Two  children  have  blessed  the 
union,  namely:  Lucile  M.,  born  December  24, 

1896,  and  Charles  Reid,  Jr.,  born  January  18,  1899. 
Socially  our  subject  is  identified  with  Great  Bend 
Lodge  No.  338,  F.  & A.  M. 

The  Hall  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Eliza  Jane 
(Hall)  Moxley,  our  subject’s  mother,  was  a member, 
traces  its  descent  from  Edward  Hall,  who  in  1655 
settled  at  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  with  his  wife,  Esther. 
His  death  occurred  there  November  27,  1670.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children  : Samuel, 

of  Taunton,  who  is  mentioned  below;  Thomas,  of 
Dedham;  Andrew,  of  Newton;  Benjamin,  of 
Wrentham ; John,  of  Rehoboth,  and  Preserved, 
of  Hingham,  Mass. 

Samuel  Hall,  next  in  the  line  of  descent,  was 
born  at  Rehoboth,  October  24,  1656,  and  made  his 
home  first  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  then  at  Middleboro, 
but  he  was  a property  owner  in  Attleboro.  He 
was  married  April  7,  1686,  to  Elizabeth  Bourn,  and 
their  children  were  Elizabeth,  Remember,  Nicholas, 
Mary,  Mehitable,  Enoch,  Ichabod  and  John.  Most 
of  the  sons  settled  near  Enfield,  Conn. 

John  Flail  was  born  about  1724,  and  located 
at  Scantic,  East  Enfield,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in 
1775.  He  was  married;  but  the  name  of  his  wife 
is  not  known.  Six  sons  were  born  to  him;  John, 
Jr.,  Joel,  Azariah,  Daniel,  Levi  and  Hiram. 

Joel  Hall  was  born  February  15,  1747,  at  East 
Enfield,  Conn.,  and  was  married  January  22,  1772, 
to  Elizabeth  Bush,  a native  of  Enfield,  born  May 
15,  1752.  They  had  twelve  children:  Hannah, 

Joel,  Justus,  Israel,  Martin,  Loton,  Asa,  twins  who 
died  in  infancy,  Lucy,  Elizabeth  and  Martin  (named 
after  his  deceased  brother). 

Major  Martin  Hall,  our  subject’s  maternal 
grandfather,  and  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  was 
born  in  Halifax,  Vt.,  January  18,  1793,  and  died 
in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Octo- 
ber 24,  1887,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years.  In 
1815  he  was  married  at  Marlboro,  Vt.,  by  the  Rev. 
E.  Newton,  to  Emily  Lamb,  daughter  of  Joel  Lamb. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  them  : Lurv  Ann, 

Maranda,  Lucy,  Samantha,  Eliza  Jane,  Philander, 
Francis  and  Rosetta.  Emily  (Lamb)  Hall  died  of 
smallpox  in  Jackson,  Penn.,  March  14,  1865. 

The  Lamb  family  is  descended  from  Thomas 
Lamb,  who  came  to  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1630,  with 
Governor  John  Winthrop,  whose  fleet  of  eleven 
ships  brought  nearly  1,000  persons,  with  quite  a 
stock  of  horses  and  cattle  to  Massachusetts’  shores. 
Among  this  number  of  colonists  were  John  Lamb 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and  their  two  sons,  John 


and  Thomas  S.  They  settled  in  Roxbury,  now  a 
suburb  and  part  of  the  city  of  Boston.  In  1639, 
just  nine  years  after  they  landed,  the  mother  died, 
and  one  year  later  the  father  married  Dorothy 
Harbittle,  mentioned  by  Rev.  John  Eliot,  the  Indian 
apostle,  who  was  pastor  of  the  little  flock  at  Rox- 
bury, as  a “Godly  maide,  a sister  of  ye  Church.” 
The  youngest  child  of  Thomas  and  Dorothy  Lamb 
was  Abial,  who'  was  born  in  August,  1646.  The 
father  had  died  on  March  28,  preceding,  of  a fever 
“caused  by  a great  could.”  The  pious  Eliot  men- 
tions, in  recording  the  birth,  “Son  of  Thomas,  who 
had  left  ye  children  fi>  the  Lord,  to  be  their  father.” 
The  records  show  Thomas  to  have  been  a man  of 
some  influence  in  the  community,  and  one  who 
seemed  to  be  greatly  respected  by  his  neighbors. 
The  widow  of  Thomas  married  again. 

But  little  is  known  of  Abial  Lamb,  son  of 
Thomas,  until  1674,  when  he  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
and  several  children  appear  again  at  Roxbury,  and 
he  comes  into  prominence  as  a brave  soldier  in 
King  Philip’s  war  in  1675.  A letter  is  on  record 
in  the  Massachusetts  archives  especially  commend- 
ing his  bravery.  He  seems  to  have  been  an  un- 
learned man,  but  one  full  of  pluck  and  vigor.  His 
children  were  Samuel,  Abial,  Jr.,  Dorothy,  and 
Jonathan.  During  his  later  years  he  lived  at  Farm- 
ington, Mass.,  about  twenty  miles  east  of  Boston. 
Jonathan  Lamb,  his  son,  married  Lydia  Duoth,  now 
written  Dearth,  and  settled  in  Spencer,  Mass.,  where 
his  posterity  still  remains.  He,  too,  a soldier 
in  the  Indian  outbreaks  in  the  early  settlement  of 
the  State.  Jonathan  had  a son  Jonathan,  Jr.,  who 
was  also  a resident  of  Spencer,  and  Jonathan,  Jr., 
had  a son,  David,  and  David  was  father  of  our 
late  ancestor,  Joel,  who  lived  at  Marlboro,  Vt., 
and  in  Jackson,  Penn.,  and  who  became  the  father 
of  Emily  (Lamb)  Hall. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Thomas  Lamb,  who 
accompanied  Gov.  Winthrop,  was  a Puritan  and 
that  the  reason  for  coming  to  America  was  to  escape 
the  bitter  persecution  of  the  bad  reign  of  King 
Charles,  who,  in  1629,  turned  parliament  out  of 
doors  and  did  not  summon  another  until  1640. 

TERENCE  J.  McMANUS,  a most  energetic 
and  reliable  farmer  and  dairyman  residing  on  the 
old  McManus  homestead  in  Rush  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  in  County  Cavan,  Ire- 
land, August  20,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  and 
Margaret  (McGovern)  McManus,  also  natives  of 
County  Cavan,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1858, 
landing  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  on  June  8, 
1858.  In  Rush  township,  the  father  purchased  fifty 
acres  of  land,  and  there  made  his  home  until  called 
from  this  life  in  August,  1881,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years.  The  mother  died  March  5,  1864, 
and  the  remains  of  both  ivere  interred  in  the  Cath- 
olic cemetery  of  Rush  township.  They  were  devout 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  had  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them.  In  their 
family  were  the  following  children:  James  mar- 
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ried  Catherine  Kennan  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Rush  township ; Patrick  was  born  in  County 
Cavan,  Ireland,  August  7,  1843,  and  was  fourteen 
^ears  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
America,  locating  first  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.  He  was 
educated  for  the  priesthood,  and  in  1858  entered 
the  College  of  the  Holy  Angels,  Niagara  Falls, 
where  he  spent  one  year.  Later  he  was  a student 
at  St.  Bonaventure’s  College  and  Seminary,  Alle- 
gany, N.  Y.,  where  he  was  graduated  with  high 
honors,  and  at  Buffalo  was  ordained  a priest  by  the 
Most  Rev.  John  Lynch,  Archbishop  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  being  assigned  to  the  diocese  of  Boston, 
June  15,  1863.  He  died  at  Hinsdale,  Mass.,  De- 
cember 25,  1874.  Michael,  the  next  of  the  family, 
married  Cecelia  Golden,  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Rush  township.  Ann,  wife  of  Martin  Golden,  a 
farmer  of  Middletown  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  died  January  10,  1899,  aged  fifty-one  years. 
Thomas  died  July  2,  1877,  aged  twenty-seven  years. 
Terence  J.  completes  the  family. 

Charles  and  Ann  (McGibney)  McManus,  pater- 
nal grandparents  of  our  subject,  were  farming  peo- 
ple, and  spent  their  entire  lives  in  County  Cavan, 
Ireland,  where  the  former  died  in  1865,  aged  seventy- 
five  years,  the  latter  in  1863,  aged  seventy-five,  and 
both  were  buried  in  Canalley  parish.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Terence,  a farmer,  who  died  in  Ireland; 
Charles,  father  of  our  subject ; James  T.,  a Catholic 
priest,  Monsignor  and  Vicar  General  of  the  Diocese 
of  Rochester,  died  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  in  June,  1889 
(he  accumulated  a large  fortune  and  gave  many 
thousands  to  the  Church,  besides  what  he  left  his 
relatives) ; Michael,  a merchant,  who  married  Ann 
Kennan,  and  died  in  Lockport,  N.  Y. ; and  John, 
a farmer  of  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  who  married  a 
Miss  Smith.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject  were  Thomas  and  Catherine  (Gallise)  Mc- 
Govern, who  were  life-long  residents  of  County 
Cavan,  where  the  grandfather  followed  farming. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children,  all  of 
whom  remained  in  Ireland  with  the  exception  of 
the  mother  of  our  subject:  Patrick;  Mary,  wife  of 
Peter  Dolan;  Margaret,  mother  of  our  subject; 
Ann,  wife  of  Michael  Reilly;  Allie,  wife  of  Patrick 
McGovern  ; Catherine,  wife  of  Frank  McGovern  ; 
Bridget,  wife  of  Philip  McManus;  and  Julia,  wife  of 
Thomas  Nolan. 

In  1858,  Terence  J.  McManus  came  with  his 
parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  four  years,  he  has  since  spent  his  entire 
life  upon  his  present  farm.  One  year  he  attended 
St.  Bonaventure’s  College,  in  Cattaraugus  county, 
N.  Y.,  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  from  the 
age  of  twenty-one  to  twenty-four  was  engaged  in 
railroading  at  Cumberland,  Md.  As  an  agricultur- 
ist he  has  met  with  success,  and  as  a citizen  com- 
mands the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know 
him.  Politically  he  is  a supporter  of  the  Democ- 
racy, and  religiously  is  a communicant  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church. 

At  Friendsville,  Susquehanna  county,  on  April 


17,  1879,  Mr.  McManus  married  Miss  Bridget 
Murray,  by  whom  he  has  eight  children,  namely  : 
Patrick  F.,  Charles  T.,  Paul  T.,  Mary  E.,  Louis  J., 
Genevieve,  Margaret  N.  and  Mathias,  all  at  home, 
except  Patrick  F.,  who  is  teaching  school,  and 
Mary  E.,  who  is  at  present  a student  in  the  Mont- 
rose High  School.  Mrs.  McManus  was  born  in 
Middletown  township,  Susquehanna  county,  April 
7,  1858,  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Kilpatrick) 
Murray,  who  were  natives  of  County  Sligo,  Ireland, 
but  were  married  in  Friendsville,  Penn.,  after  their 
emigration  to  America.  The  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  died  April  2,  1886,  aged 
seventy-eight  years,  the  mother  March  29,  1891, 
aged  seventy-eight,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Catholic  cemetery  in  Rush  township.  Mrs. 
McManus  was  the  only  child  born  to  them,  but 
the  father  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Ann  Iveely,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children : 
John,  who  went  West;  Thomas,  a resident  of  New 
York;  James,  who  died  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Middletown  township,  Susquehanna  county ; and 
Mary  Ann,  who  died  unmarried. 

JAY  DENNISON  PECKHAM,  one  of  the 
most  active  and  enterprising  farmers  and  dairymen 
of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  owns 
and  successfully  operates  the  old  homestead  where 
his  father,  James  S.  Peckham,  was  born  June  21, 
1823.  The  grandfather,  Joseph  Peckham,  was  born 
in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  March  19,  1782,  and  in  Stoning- 
ton,  Connecticutt,  was  married,  November  28,  1813, 
to  Miss  Sally  Crandall,  who  was  born  there  June 
16,  1793.  In  1817  they  came  to  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  three  years  later  the 
grandfather  purchased  the  present  homestead  of  the 
family,  on  which  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  He  died  October  3,  i860,  his  wife  March  3, 
1882.  Of  their  six  children,  four  died  in  1822 
within  nine  days  of  each  other.  Those  who  reached 
years  of  maturity  were  James  S.,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; and  Sarah,  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
who  was  born  January  13,  1832,  and  is  now  the 
widow  of  George  H.  Crandall. 

James  S.  Peckham  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Brooklyn  township,  and  at  an  early  age  took  charge 
of  the  home  farm,  as  his  father  was  in  poor  health. 
Later  he  came  into  possession  of  the  same,  con- 
sisting of  sixty-five  acres,  all  cleared,  and  has  made 
general  farming  his  life  work.  He  was  first  mar- 
ried in  Brooklyn  township  to  Miss  Sarah  Esther 
Ely,  a daughter  of  Silas  Ely,  and  to  them  was  born 
a daughter,  Esther,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.  For  his  second  wife  he  wedded  Miss  Mary 
L.  Oakley,  a daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sally  (Car- 
penter) Oakley.  She  was  born  in  Harford,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  May  31,  1837,  and  died  January 
10,  1895,  leaving  two  sons,  Jay  Dennison,  our  sub- 
ject, and  George  Thompson,  who  was  born  October 
26,  1871,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Scranton, 
Penn.  Daniel  Oakley  was  a son  of  Jotham 
Oakley,  who  came  to  Harford  from  Thornbottom, 
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Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  prior  to  1800.  Elias 
Carpenter,  father  of  Sally  (Carpenter)  Oakley,  came 
from  Attleboro,  Mass.,  his  brothers,  Daniel 
and  John,  being  two  of  the  “Nine  Partners,”  the 
first  settlers  of  Harford,  and  in  1800  he  himself 
helped  to  build  and  operate  the  first  sawmill  in  the 
new  settlement.  In  early  days  the  Peckham  family 
were  identified  with  the  Whig  party,  and  later  have 
been  true  Republicans.  The  grandfather  was  a 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1812.  The  father  has  been  a 
member  of  the  election  board  and  has  served  as 
school  director,  but  has  never  cared  for  political 
preferment.  He  is  an  active  and  faithful  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  elder  for  over  forty  years,  and  his  life  has  ever 
been  in  harmony  with  his  professions. 

Jay  Dennison  Peckham  was  born  April  7,  1866, 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  was  reared,  and 
his  education  was  obtained  in  the  Peckham  dis- 
trict school  and  the  graded  school  at  Brooklyn.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  embarked  in  business  at  Scran- 
ton, but  remained  there  only  a short  time,  and  then 
returned  to  the  farm  to  assist  his  father  in  its  opera- 
tion. Here  he  has  since  remained,  and  in  addition 
to  its  cultivation  he  owns  and  operates  eighty  acres 
of  partially  improved  land  elsewhere.  He  is  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  dairy  with  good 
success,  and  keeps  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  cows. 
In  1893,  he  was  also  interested  in  a creamery  at 
Foster,  and  has  engaged  in  contract  work  and  spec- 
ulating in  Scranton,  where  he  also  sells  his  products 
from  his  farm. 

On  October  9,  1889,  in  Brooklyn  township, 
Mr.  Peckham  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Annie  L.  Lathrop,  of  that  township,  who  was  born 
October  7,  1866,  in  Picture  Rocks,  Lycoming 
county,  Penn.,  and  they  now  have  three 
children,  whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as 
follows:  Homer  Lathrop,  August  8,  1892;  Myra 

J.,  May  13,  1894;  and  Florence,  June  1,  1897.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Peckham  both  hold  membership  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
trustees,  and  they  occupy  an  enviable  position  in 
the  best  social  circles  of  the  community.  He  is  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  now  serving 
his  third  term  as  township  auditor  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

Walter  Lathrop,  Mrs.  Peokham’s  grandfather, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut,  and  at  an  early 
day  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  bought  land  and  followed  farming  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife  was  Polly  Hart,  of 
Vermont,  and  in  their  family  were  seven  children, 
three  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  three  are 
still  living:  Lorinda,  widow  of  Jonathan  Kellogg, 
and  a resident  of  Elk  Lake,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Lois,  wife  of  Charles  Ely,  a retired  farmer  of 
Brooklyn  township ; and  Edward  J.,  Mrs.  Peck- 
ham’s  father. 

Edward  J.  Lathrop  was  born  in  Pike  township, 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  January  15,  1838,  was 
reared  in  Elk  Lake,  Susquehanna  county,  and 


followed  farming  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  He 
enlisted  August  12,  1861,  in  Company  F,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixth  P.  V.  I and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks,  the  seven  days’ 
battle,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg,  Bristol  Station,  Mine  Run,  the  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania,  North  Ann  River,  Cold  Har- 
bor, Totopotamy,  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  and  the 
engagements  of  Weldon  Railroad,  Mine  Explosion, 
Newmarket,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom, 
Ream’s  Station,  Hatchers  Run,  Dabneys  Mills, 
Sailors  Creek,  Farmville  and  Appomattox  Court 
House.  He  was  wounded  in  the  left  wrist  at  Sav- 
age Station,  June  29,  1862,  at  which  time  he  was 
serving  as  lieutenant,  and  was  captured  and  sent  to 
Libby  Prison,  but  was  later  transferred  to  Belle 
Isle,  where  he  was  held  for  five  months  and  a half. 
At  Cold  Harbor,  June  1,  1864,  he  was  wounded  in 
the  right  shoulder,  and  at  Boydton  Plank  Road,  Oc- 
tober 28,  1864,  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg.  He 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  March  21, 
1862.  Being  one  of  three  to  respond  to  the  col- 
onel’s call  for  volunteers  to  go  out  and  burn  an 
old  church  in  which  were  hidden  rebel  sharpshoot- 
ers, who  were  picking  off  the  Union  officers,  he 
was  again  promoted,  this  time  becoming  second 
lieutenant,  on  October  15,  1864.  There  being  no 
such  vacancy  in  his  old  company  he  was  transferred 
to  Company  K.  On  January  17,  1865,  he  was  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant,  and  on  June  8,  1865,  he 
attained  the  rank  of  captain.  He  was  finally  dis- 
charged at  Munson  Hill,  June  30,  1865,  after  four 
years  of  faithful  and  arduous  service.  On  May  4, 
1865,  in  Springville,  Susquehanna  county,  Mr. 
Lathrop  married  Miss  Julietta  Maria  Smith,  who 
was  born  June  4,  1836,  a daughter  of  Justice  and 
Maria  (Hungerford)  Smith,  both  natives  of  Sher- 
man, Litchfield  county,  Conn.  Her  paternal 
grandparents  were  Justice  and  Permelia  (Northrup) 
Smith,  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  her  maternal 
grandparents  were  Cyrenus  and  Polly  Hungerford, 
natives  of  the  same  State.  Mrs.  Lathrop  is  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  five  children, 
the  others  being  Alfonso,  a resident  of  Avoca ; 
Anna  Eliza,  wife  of  L.  H.  Bushnell,  of  Susquehanna 
county;  Mary  H.,  a resident  of  Wilkesbarre, 
Penn. ; and  Emily  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lathrop  have  two  chil- 
dren : Annie  L.  (Mrs.  Peckham),  and  Lura  Edna, 
who  was  born  June  9,  1873.  The  father  has  served 
as  commander  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  to  which 
he  belongs,  and  is  also  a prominent  member  of  the 
Grange. 

SAMUEL  T.  ANGEL,  who  passed  away  Sep- 
tember 5,  1898,  was  for  a number  of  years  the 
well-known  postmaster  at  Angel’s,  Wayne  county. 
He  was  one  of  the  public  spirited  and  valued  citi- 
zens of  his  community,  in  early  life  giving  his  at- 
tention to  farming  and  lumbering,  but  during  his 
later  years  living  practically  retired  at  his  home  in 
Dreher  township,  on  the  North  and  South  turnpike. 
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He  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  Jan- 
uary 15,  1824,  a son  of  Charles  and  Eleanora 
(Thomas)  Angel,  natives  of  Maryland.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Thomas  Angel,  a carpenter  by 
trade,  removed  from  Philadelphia  to  Sterling  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  at  an  early  day,  and  here 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  a woolen  manufac- 
turer, and  for  some  years  owned  and  conducted  a 
factory  at  No.  4 Poplar  street,  Philadelphia,  but 
owing  to  ill  health  he  decided  to  leave  the  city,  and 
in  1846  came  to  Wayne  county.  He  possessed 
considerable  inventive  genius,  and  was  the  first  in 
Philadelphia  to  properly  put  rubber  in  braids.  He 
also  manufactured  fancy  sticks,  and  did  consider- 
able in  the  line  of  veneering  wood.  Pie  was  an 
earnest  Christian  gentleman,  for  many  years  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
He  died  from  a stroke  of  paralysis,  June  17,  1870, 
aged  seventy-four  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  September,  1880,  aged  seventy-five  years,  eight 
months  and  tv/o  days,  the  remains  of  both  being- 
interred  in  the  Albright  cemetery,  Dreher  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  Their  children  were  Samuel 
T.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Charles,  who  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war,  now  residing  in  Philadelphia ; 
Rev.  Joseph,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  now 
deceased ; Harvey,  who  died  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  from 
wounds  received  in  the  Civil  war ; Clark,  a farmer 
and  lumberman  of  Dreher  township ; and  Ellen  and 
Jane,  both  deceased. 

Samuel  T.  Angel  continued  to  reside  with  his 
parents  and  work  for  his  father  until  their  decease. 
He  engaged  in  lumbering  until  1896,  owning  a 
third  interest  in  a steam  sawmill  in  connection  with 
his  brother  Clark,  and  James  Carr,  but  in  that 
year  sold  out.  For  severel  years  his  health  was 
poor,  so  that  he  was  unable  to  actively  engage  in 
business,  but  continued  to  manage  his  affairs  with 
good  success.  During  President  Garfield’s  admin- 
istration he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Angel’s, 
and  he  filled  that  office  until  his  death,  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  all  concerned.  He  was  a Republican  in 
politics,  and  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his  widow  also  belongs. 

In  Scranton,  Penn.,  Mr.  Angel  was  mar- 
ried, August  16,  1888,  to  Miss  Alice  Bartlow, 
a native  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county.  She 
Enows  little  of  her  parents,  George  and  Jane  (Bart- 
low) Bartlow,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  as  they  died 
when  she  was  quite  small.  She  was  their  only  child, 
and  for  several  years  supported  herself.  From  her 
earnings  she  saved  $300,  which  she  invested  in  forty 
acres  of  land  that  she  still  owns. 

CHARLES  MELCHER  CARLTON,  a wide- 
awake and  progressive  business  man,  engaged  in 
merchandising  and  farming  in  Dreher  township, 
Wayne  county,  was  born  May  7,  1843,  in  that  town- 
ship, when  it  formed  a part  of  Sterling  township. 
His  father,  Thomas  Carlton,  was  born  September 
6,  1808,  in  Maine,  and  in  1814  removed  to  Greene 


township,  Pike  county,  Penn.,  with  his  par- 
ents, David  and  Emily  Carlton,  also  natives  of  the 
Pine  Tree  State.  The  former  died  in  Pike  county, 
the  latter  in  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county. 
Their  children  were  Hartson  ; Thomas  ; George  W. ; 
Roxanna,  wife  of  George  Miller;  Mary,  wife  of 
John  Corey;  Emily,  wife  of  Robert  Bortree ; Sally, 
wife  of  Joseph  Kipp;  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  un- 
married. 

In  1836  Thomas  Carlton  came  to  Dreher  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  here  became  acquainted 
with  and  married  Miss  Harriet  A.  Roat,  a native 
of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of 
Richard  P.  and  Mary  A.  (Gibbs)  Roat,  who  were 
born  at  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.,  but  resided  in  Phila- 
delphia for  a number  of  years,  in  1833  coming  to 
Wayne  county,  where  they  spent  their  last  days  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  They  had  three  children : 
Harriet  A. ; Charles,  who  died  unmarried,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-seven  years ; and  Mary  A.,  who  died  when 
young.  Mrs.  Carlton  died  in  1858,  aged  thirty-nine 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Dreher  township.  Both 
she  and  her  husband  held  membership  in  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  Church,  but  after  her  death  he 
united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination. 
He  died  in  September,  1884,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Pine  Grove  cemetery.  He  followed  farming  as  a 
life  work.  For  six  years  he  was  an  efficient  member 
of  the  school  board  of  his  district.  His  children 
were  as  follows:  Richard  A.,  born  October  13, 

1838,  married  Ruth  A.  Sharp,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Dreher  township  ; George  W.,  born  No- 
vember 26,  1840,  is  also  an  agriculturist  of  that 
township  ; Charles  M.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth  ; 
Thomas  R.,  born  in  June,  1845,  died  when  young ; 
William  D.,  born  July  1,  1848,  is  a farmer  in  Dreher 
township;  and  Mary  A.,  born  January  29,  1851, 
died  unmarried.  George  W.  Carlton  was  born  on 
his  present  farm,  adjoining  that  of  our  subject,  was 
drafted  in  1861,  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and  be- 
came a member  of  Captain  G.  E.  Hubble’s  com- 
pany, One  Hundred  and  Seventy-ninth  P.  V.  I.  He 
was  on  guard  duty  most  of  the  time  at  Chestnut 
Hill,  was  in  no  battle,  and  was  never  wounded.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  in  1862,  at  Philadelphia. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm. 
He  then  purchased  a small  home  in  Sterling,  where 
he  lived  for  a few  years  while  working  in  the  woods, 
and  in  1874  removed  to  his  present  fine  farm.  Here 
he  has  since  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  with 
good  success,  and  in  October,  1893,  also  embarked 
in  merchandising,  which  now  claims  part  of  his 
attention. 

In  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  July  18, 
1868,  Charles  M.  Carlton  married  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Mole,  who  was  born  in  that  township,  February 
20,  1850,  a daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Tul- 
ledge)  Mole,  natives  of  London,  England,  where 
their  marriage  was  celebrated.  In  1849  they  crossed 
the  ocean,  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Sterling 
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township.  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  shoemaking  and  farming.  He 
died  December  25,  1883,  aged  seventy-six  years, 
his  wife  in  1876,  aged  fifty-eight.  Of  their  children, 
Sarah  died  when  young;  Julia  H.,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  E.  Price ; Emma  is  the  wife  of  James  L. 
Carr,  a carpenter  of  Butte  City,  Mont. ; Sarah  J. 
is  the  wife  of  our  subject ; William  T.  is  a farmer  of 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  county;  Charles  died 
when  young ; Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Abram  Price, 
a farmer  of  Canadensis,  Penn. ; and  Alice  is  the  wife 
of  Elmer  Bates,  of  Dreher  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlton  have  become  the  parents 
of  five  children : Thomas,  born  August  25,  1869, 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  Mary  E.,  born  No- 
vember 2,  1872,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years; 
Luther  B.,  born  December  10,  1877;  Nellie,  born 
May  10,  1886;  and  Margaret,  born  July  28,  1887, 
are  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Carlton’s  maternal  grand- 
parents were  William  and  Sarah  Tulledge,  of  Lon- 
don, England,  where  the  former  died.  Subse- 
quently her  grandmother  came  to  America,  and 
made  her  home  in  Wayne  county.  Her  children 
were  Elizabeth  and  William. 

For  the  past  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Carlton  has 
been  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  his  life  has  ever  been  such  as  to 
win  for  him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  politics,  and  has  capably  served  as  collector  of 
his  township  for  nine  years. 

DARIUS  S.  WALKER,  a successful  agricul- 
turist of  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  one  of  the  enterprising  men  whose  industry  has 
transformed  the  forest  lands  of  this  section  into 
fertile  farms,  and  the  pleasant  homestead  near  Star- 
rucca  is  a tangible  evidence  of  his  thrift.  He  was 
born  October  21,  1827,  at  Deposit,  Delaware  coun- 
ty, New  York,  and  is  of  good  New  England  stock, 
his  ancestors  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines 
having  taken  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Abram  Walker,  his  grandfather,  resided  for  some 
time  at  East  Haven,  Conn.,  but  later  removed 
to  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.  He  and  his  wife, 
Theresa  Webb,  had  three  sons,  one  of  whom  settled 
in  Michigan  and  the  others  in  New  York  State. 

John  Walker,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  East  Haven,  Conn.,  but  made  his 
home  in  later  life  on  a farm  in  the  town  of  Thomp- 
kins,  on  the  Delaware  river,  near  Deposit,  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.  In  connection  with  farming 
he  was  extensively  engaged  in  lumbering,  be- 
ing noted  as  an  expert  raftsman  on  the  river.  His 
wife  (Betsy  Stiles)  was  a native  of  Delaware  county, 
and  a daughter  of  Aaron  Stiles,  who  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  This  worthy  couple 
had  a large  family  of  children,  all  of  whom  were 
born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y. : (1)  Betsy 

married  Nathaniel  Cook,  and  settled  on  a farm  in 
Delaware  county,  where  she  died,  leaving  one  son 
— Ruggles.  (2)  Eunice  married  Dayton  Kelsey, 


and  settled  in  Delaware  county,  where  she  died, 
leaving  a family  of  two  sons— John,  now  a resident 
of  Delaware  county,  and  Ruggles,  who  settled  in 
Michigan.  (3)  Aaron  married  Elizabeth  Hamlet, 
and  settled  at  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  His  wife 
died,  leaving  five  children — Aaron,  Estella,  Silas, 
Nellie  and  Elisha.  (4)  Lafayette  married  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards, of  Deposit,  where  he  resided  some  time  be- 
fore moving  to  his  present  home  in  Waverly,  Black 
Hawk  county,  Iowa.  He  has  two  children- — Ever- 
ton  and  Emma.  (5)  Sallie  married  James  Turner, 
of  Deposit,  where  they  both  died,  leaving  no  family. 
(6)  Phoebe  married  Charles  Seamer,  of  Delaware 
county,  where  they  died,  leaving  a family  of  chil- 
dren who  are  still  residents  of  that  county.  (7) 
Catherine  is  the  widow  of  John  Smith,  an  English- 
man, who  resided  at  Deposit.  They  had  one  son, 
John,  who  resides  with  his  mother  in  Lexington, 
Kentucky.  (8)  Esther  is  now  the  wife  of  Edgar 
Webb,  of  Deposit.  They  have  three  sons — Fred, 
Clinton  and  Lloyd.  (9)  Leonard  married  Miss 
Sophronia  Burrows,  and  settled  in  Deposit,  where 
he  died,  leaving  one  daughter,  Carrie  Burrows. 

Darius  S.  Walker,  who  completes  the  family, 
spent  his  youth  at  the  old  homestead  in  New  York 
State,  receiving  an  education  in  the  local  schools, 
and  for  some  years  during  his  early  manhood  he 
followed  lumbering  and  farming  in  his  native  coun- 
ty, where  he  owned  land.  In  1865  he  removed  to 
Susquehanna,  purchasing  a tract  of  wooded  land, 
which  lie  has  cleared  and  improved  with  substantial 
buildings.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a Demo- 
crat, but  he  has  not  sought  official  rewards.  Al- 
though not  a church  member,  he  was  reared  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
who  was  reared  in  the  Baptist  faith,  are  both  inter- 
ested in  religious  work,  and  in  all  that  concerns  the 
welfare  of  the  community. 

He  married  (first)  Miss  Nancy  Smith,  daughter 
of  John  Smith,  of  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  who  was  an 
Englishman  by  birth.  She  died  in  1859,  leaving 
two  sons.  (1)  Ervin,  born  in  Delaware  county,  in 
September,  1854,  made  his  home  in  boyhood  with 
his  aunt,  Jane  Smith,  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Brock,  of  that  city,  and  now  re- 
sides at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  where  he  holds  a 
position  as  foreman  in  the  boiler  shops.  He  has 
two  children,  Gladys  and  Roy.  (2)  George  S.,  born 
in  Delaware  county,  May,  1857,  went  to  Green  Bay, 
Wis.,  in  early  manhood,  and  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Weed,  daughter  of  Lewis  Weed.  She 
was  burned  to  death,  and  later  he  moved  to  Wash- 
ington Territory.  On  June  8,  1861,  our  subject 
married  Mrs.  Abigail  (Hess)  Hall,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Parmelia  Hess,  of  Delaware  county, 
N.  Y.  Her  father  was  a native  of  Herkimer, 
Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  but  became  a well- 
known  citizen  of  Delaware  county,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  active  workers  in  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Deposit.  Mrs.  Walker  was  born  ?nd  reared  in 
Delaware  county.  She  was  married  (first)  in  No- 
vember, 1845,  to  Aaron  J.  Hall,  of  Delaware  coun- 
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ty,  who  died  some  years  later,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren : (i)  Luman,  married  Miss  Emma  Cook,  and 
died  on  August  26,  1886,  leaving  three  children — 
Archie,  Jessie  and  Hattie.  (2)  Sterling,  employed 
in  a bakery  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  married 
Miss  Frances  Sherman,  and  has  had  three  children 
— Flora,  Flomer  and  Clarence  (who  was  killed  by 
electricity).  (3)  Herbert  Lovell,  born  in  Delaware 
county,  1856,  is  single  and  makes  his  home  with 
our  subject.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Walker 
has  had  three  children:  (1)  Betsy  Permela,  died 

March  4,  1869.  (2)  John  Henry,  born  March  5, 

1865,  married  Miss  Carrie  Ospislager,  of  Scranton, 
where  he  is  now  employed  in  a machine  shop.  They 
have  one  son- — George.  (3)  Francis  A.,  born  Sep- 
tember, 1870,  is  single,  and  is  employed  in  the 
Mumford  chemical  works  at  Starrucca,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

ELIHU  L.  HAYNES,  proprietor  of  the  Fair 
View  farm,  in  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  is 
one  of  the  leading  representative  citizens  of  his 
community.  He  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
in  Luzerne  county,  June  25,  1848,  and  is  of  German 
descent.  His  grandfather,  Benjamin  Haynes 
(familiarly  known  as  Canope  Haynes)  was  a noted 
Indian  fighter,  and  killed  the  last  hostile  Delaware 
Indian  in  battle.  He  was  a friend  and  comrade 
of  Thomas  Quick,  who  also  made  a reputation  in 
battle  with  the  red  men.  Benjamin  Haynes  took 
up  arms  against  the  mother  country  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  was  with  Gen.  Wash- 
ington when  he  crossed  the  Delaware  near  Trenton. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Abram  Haynes,  first 
married  Elizabeth  Cook,  and  they  had  two-  children  : 
Benjamin  F.,  of  Cooks  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter,  deceased.  His  second  wife  was  Louisa 
Stanton,  a daughter  of  John  W.  Stanton,  a Con- 
necticut Yankee, and  his  wife,  Rhoda(Tallman), who 
was  of  Irish  extraction.  They  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  this  section  of  Wayne  county.  To  Abram 
and  Louisa  Haynes  were  born  seven  children,  of 
whom  are  mentioned : F.  C.,  a resident  of  Preston 
township,  Wayne  county;  Calista,  deceased;  Elihu 
L.,  our  subject ; L.  A.,  deceased  ; Eugene  ; and  Will- 
iam Bunson.  In  1856,  while  the  family  were  en 
route  to  Wisconsin,  with  the  intention  of  making 
that  State  their  home,  the  mother  and  daughter 
were  killed  in  a railroad  accident  at  Grand  Crossing, 
111.,  and,  with  the  exception  of  our  subject,  the 
others  were  all  injured,  several  of  the  father's  ribs 
being  broken  ; his  health  was  ruined.  He  returned 
to  Wayne  county  to  bury  his  wife  and  child,  and 
after  remaining  here  for  two  years  moved  to  Ber- 
lin, Wis.,  on  the  Fox  river,  but  two  years 
later  again  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  died,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  He  usually  supported  the  Democratic  party 
by  his  ballot,  but  in  1856  voted  for  Fremont.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  active  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

With  the  exception  of  two  years,  spent  in  the 


wilds  of  Wisconsin,  Elihu  L.  Haynes  has  always 
lived  in  Wayne  county,  where  he  was  early  taught 
lessons  of  industry  and  honesty,  which  have  been 
of  great  practical  benefit  to  him  in  his  later  years. 
His  literary  education  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  community.  In  1877  he  located  upon 
his  present  fine  farm  of  216  acres,  known  as  Fair 
View,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  in 
the  community.  The  buildings  upon  the  place  are 
models  of  convenience,  the  fields  are  well  tilled,  and 
the  orchard  and  meadows  are  in  first-class  condi- 
tion, testifying  to  the  skill  and  ability  of  the  owner 
in  his  chosen  calling.  In  politics  he  is  independent, 
voting  for  the  man  whom  he  considers  best  quali- 
fied for  the  position,  regardless  of  party  ties,  and 
he  himself  has  efficiently  served  on  the  school 
board.  He  is  numbered  among  the  valued  and 
useful  citizens  of  Scott  township,  and  gives  his  sup- 
port to  all  enterprises  which  he  believes  calculated 
to  promote  the  public  welfare. 

In  1869  Mr.  Haynes  married  Miss  Matilda 
Campbell,  a native  of  Preston  township,  who  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Wayne  county,  a daughter 
of  Thadeus  Campbell,  now  deceased.  Her  mother, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza  Grilett,  was  of 
French  parentage,  her  father  being  a well  educated 
Frenchman,  who  spoke  several  languages,  and  was- 
a successful  teacher.  Later  in  life  he  returned  to 
Paris,  France,  where  he  spent  his  last  days.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Campbell  were  born  twelve  children : 
Cyrenus,  A.  D.,  Charles  Edgar,  Maria  (deceased), 
Delia  (Mrs.  Stanton),  Matilda  (Mrs.  Haynes),  Will- 
iam T.,  Lula,  Viola,  Priscilla,  Jeanette  Elizabeth 
(deceased)  and  Alinda  P. 

DANIEL  WILLIAM  RICE,  of  New  Milford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing agriculturists  of  that  locality,  and  by  his  thrift 
and  industry  he  has  reflected  credit  upon  his  sturdy 
New  England  ancestry.  In  both  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal lines  he  is  of  English  descent,  though  the 
families  have  for  generations  resided  in  this  country. 
Tradition  says  the  Ropers  (his  mother’s  family) 
took  part  in  the  early  wars  with  the  Indians  in 
Massachusetts,  the  family  all  being  descended  from 
a child  carried  in  the  arms  of  the  last  adult  male, 
at  the  time  the  latter  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in 
attempting  to  cross  a brook  in  Sterling  township, 
Worcester  county,  Massachusetts. 

Daniel  W.  Rice  was  born  December  26,  1829, 
at  Hubbardston,  Worcester  county,  Massachusetts, 
a son  of  Daniel  Woods  and  Candace  (Roper)  Rice. 
Abel  Rice,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  June 
26,  1760,  in  Worcester  county,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  remained  until  1830.  He  then  retired 
from  business  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Pennsylvania,  to  spend  his  last  days,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  Harford.  October  6,  1837.  His  wife, 
Anna  Jones,  was  born  July  12,  1770,  and  died: 
March  7,  1862.  Ihey  were  the  parents  of  four 
sons  and  three  daughters:  (1)  Ralph,  the  eldest, 

lived  and  died  in  Massachusetts,  and  was  the  father 
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of  several  children.  (2)  Amos  Jones,  born  in  1792, 
and  died  April  15,  1874,  married  and  had  a family 
of  six  children,  as  follows — Harriet,  who  married 
Frank  Sanford,  and  lived  in  Wayne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania ; but  both  are  now  deceased ; Sarah,  who 
married  the  Hon.  Nelson  F.  Underwood,  of  Lake 
Como,  Wayne  county,  and  raised  a family  of  chil- 
dren (Mr.  Underwood  has  served  several  terms  in 
the  Legislature) ; Ellen,  who  wedded  Simeon 
Hardy,  deceased,  of  Natick,  Massachusetts,  and  has 
two  children  (Mr.  Hardy  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  was  for  some  time  confined  in  the  noted 
Libby  Prison,  and  since  the  war  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature) ; Caro- 
line, who  married  Willard  Underwood  (a  brother  of 
Nelson  F.  Underwood,  above  mentioned),  and  has 
several  children  (Mr.  Willard  Underwood  is  heavily 
engaged  ’ in  quarrying  at  Hancock,  New  York, 
where  they  reside) ; Daniel  died  young ; and  Har- 
vey, who  was  a member  of  the  Seventeenth  P.  V. 
C.,  in  the  Union  army,  and  was  killed  in  a charge 
at  Trevilians  Station,  Virginia.  (3)  Betsey,  born 
1797,  died  May  10,  1840,  married  James  Green- 
wood, and  had  nine  children — Asa  Willard,  Stephen, 
Williston  K.,  Isaac  B.,  Hervey,  Warren,  Lee,  Sarah 
(who  married  Phylander  Hall,  and  lives  at  North 
Galveston,  Texas),  and  Lucy  Ann,  all  now  deceased 
except  Hervey  and  Sarah.  (4)  Daniel,  our  sub- 
ject’s father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (5) 
Damaris,  born  July  30,  1806,  died  February  28, 
1824.  (6)  Abel,  Jr.,  born  in  1808,  died  December 

9,  1855,  married  (first)  Roxy  Green,  who  died  Oc- 
tober 28,  1846,  aged  forty-three  years.  They  had 
three  children — Betsey  Ann  (deceased),  who  mar- 
ried and  had  three  daughters;  Hannah  (deceased), 
who  married  and  had  two  children  ; and  George  W., 
who  died  in  the  army,  leaving  two  children.  For 
his  second  wife,  Abel  Rice,  Jr.,  married  Betsey 
Thatcher,  and  had  two  children — Stephen  and 
Alice,  both  living  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania.  (7) 
Hannah,  born  about  1815,  married  Orton  P.  Jack- 
son,  a farmer  of  Harford,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. Their  son,  Edward  S.,  is,  and  has  been  for 
years,  paying  teller  in  the  First  National  Bank,  at 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Daniel  Rice  was  born  October  29,  1799,  in 
Barre,  Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  and  be- 
came a wheelwright  by  occupation.  On  June  2, 
1824,  he  was  married  at  Sterling,  Massachusetts,  to 
Miss  Candace  Roper,  a native  of  Sterling,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  in  April,  1830,  they  removed  to  Gib- 
son township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  Mr. 
Rice  died  suddenly  February  22,  1831.  Of  their 
three  children,  Daniel  W.,  our  subject,  was  the 
youngest;  Edwin  is  a chair  maker  and  car- 
penter in  Worcester  county,  Massachusetts;  and 
Joseph  is  a retired  farmer,  residing  in  Binghamton, 
New  York. 

Mrs.  Candace  (Roper)  Rice  was  born  March 
4,  1806,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ruth  (Gerry) 
Roper,  of  Sterling,  Massachusetts,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  December  29,  1764,  and  was  tenth 


in  a family  of  eleven  children,  his  brothers  and  sis- 
ters in  order  of  birth  being;  Benjamin,  Ephraim, 
Nathaniel,  Asa,  Mannasah,  Enoch,  Silas,  John,  Syl- 
vester and  Lucy.  Joseph  Roper  accompanied 
Daniel  Rice  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1830,  and 
settled  in  Gibson  township,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  as  a cooper  for  many  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring March  15,  1837,  at  the  age  of  73  years,  10 
months.  His  wife,  Ruth  (Gerry)  Roper,  was  born 
May  1,  1776,  and  died  July  25,  i860,  aged  84  years, 
3 months,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in 
Gibson  township.  They  had  two  daughters,  Can- 
dace (Mrs.  Daniel  Rice)  and  Lucia,  and  the  latter 
(now  deceased)  married  John  J.  Roper,  a second 
cousin.  After  the  death  of  Daniel  Rice,  his  widow 
remained  in  Gibson  township  for  some  time,  but  in 
1854  removed  to  North  Jackson,  where  she  mar- 
ried George  T.  Perry.  On  the  death  of  her  second 
husband  sixteen  years  later,  she  return  to  New  Mil- 
ford, and  made  her  home  in  a house  adjoining  that 
of  our  subject.  She  died  September  26,  1889,  aged 
eighty-three  years,  and  was  buried  in  Harford  cem- 
etery beside  her  first  husband. 

Daniel  W.  Rice  was  but  fourteen  months  old 
when  his  father  died,  and  at  the  age  of  five  he  went 
to  Cortland,  New  York,  to  reside  with  a cousin. 
Six  years  later  lie  returned  to  his  mother,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  his  marriage,  although  he 
was  often  employed  for  considerable  periods  by 
farmers  in  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  he  bought  a small  farm  in  Harford  township, 
where  he  spent  three  years,  and  for  six  years  fol- 
lowing he  conducted  a chair  factory  at  East  New 
Milford,  but  he  then  purchased  his  present  home- 
stead, where  he  has  continued  to  reside.  Politically 
he  has  given  his  support  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  his  fellow  citizens  have  frequently  called  him 
to  fill  local  offices,  as  he  has  served  three  years  as 
tax  collector,  three  years  as  constable,  three  years 
as  school  director  and  several  terms  as  auditor. 

On  December  20,  1849,  he  was  married  at 
Gibson,  to  Miss  Emeline  Perry,  and  four  children 
have  blessed  the  union:  (1)  Henry  W.,  born  Jan- 
uary 2,  1851,  is  a farmer  in  Buffalo  county,  Ne- 
braska. He  was  married  October  2,  1888,  to  Miss 
Mattie  Colvin,  and  they  have  had  four  children — 
Walter  W.,  born  February  21,  1890;  Leon,  born 
October  29,  1892;  and  Ira  and  Ida  (twins),  born 
June  6,  1897.  (2)  Ida  G.,  bom  December  4,  1853, 
was  married  October  2,  1872,  to  John  E.  Dix,  by 
whom  she  has  one  child,  William  J.,  born  Decem- 
ber 25,  1876.  Mr.  Dix  died  January  3,  1879,  and 
in  1886,  his  widow  wedded  Ira  L.  Blakeslee,  a 
farmer  of  New  Milford  township,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Frank  C.,  born  October  12,  1889.  (3)  Ulrich 
Bird,  born  May  10,  1857,  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
New  Milford  township.  He  was  married  Novem- 
ber 25,  1879,  to  Miss  Ada  Foot,  and  has  one  child, 
George  P.  (4)  Frank  E.,  born  September  6,  1863, 
resides  on  a part  of  our  subject’s  homestead.  He 
was  married  October  2,  1885,  to  Miss  Luella 
Brown,  of  Kirkwood,  New  York. 
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Mrs.  Emeline  (Perry)  Rice,  who  has  shared  her 
husband's  joys  and  sorrows  through  half  a century 
of  wedded  life,  was  born  October  27,  1829,  in  Jack- 
son  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  comes  of 
old  Massachusetts  stock  in  the  paternal  line.  Con- 
stantine Perry,  her  grandfather,  was  a Revolution- 
ary soldier,  and  he  and  his  wife  Lydia,  always  re- 
sided in  Massachusetts.  Henry  Perry,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Rice,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  near  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island,  and  as  a young  man  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  with  his  brother  George,  both 
locating  on  farms  in  Jackson  township.  He  died  in 
December,  1876,  aged  eighty-one.  His  wife,  Bet- 
sey Chandler,  was  born  in  Gibson  township  in  1803, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Robert  Chandler,  a well-known  phy- 
sician of  the  early  days.  She  died  in  August,  1861, 
aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  her  remains  now  rest 
beside  those  of  her  husband  in  Lake  View  ceme- 
tery. They  had  the  following  children  : Alonzo 

and  Oliver,  who  are  engaged  in  farming  in  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county  ; Lucy  A.,  widow  of 
Emory  Barrett,  of  Lakeside,  Pennsylvania ; Eme- 
line, Mrs.  Rice;  Lrancis  O.,  deceased,  and  Commo- 
dore C.,  a farmer  at  Thompson,  Pennsylvania. 

POSTEN  FAMILY.  This  family  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  this  section,  and  its  members  have  been 
noted  in  every  generation  for  their  thrift,  enter- 
prise and  public  spirit.  Among  the  representatives 
of  this  generation  are  Reeder  and  Grant  Posten, 
well  known  agriculturists  of  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  who  fully  maintain  the  high  reputa- 
tion of  the  family,  being  regarded  with  esteem  and 
confidence  by  all  who  know  them.  They  now  own 
and  operate  their  father’s  old  homestead,  which  has 
been  held  in  the  family  name  since  1818. 

They  are  of  the  fourth  generation  in  descent 
from  Captain  Jacob  Posten,  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
who  served  five  years  as  a soldier  under  General 
Washington,  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain 
for  his  ability  and  courage.  In  1785  he  came  to 
what  is  now  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
located  in  the  woods  near  East  Stroudsburg.  There 
he  cleared  and  improved  a homestead,  and  his  death 
occurred  there  in  1829.  The  place  is  now  owned  by 
Jabez  G.  Angle.  Captain  Posten  and  his  wife, 
Annie  Burson,  had  six  children:  Sarah,  born  in 

Monmouth  county,  New  Jersey,  married  Arthur 
Henry,  of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county ; 
James  lived  and  died  at  the  old  homestead ; Charles 
is  mentioned  more  fully  below;  Edward,  born  in 
1783  in  Monroe  county,  died  in  Stroudsburg,  where 
he  conducted  the  “Washington  Hotel”  about  forty 
years;  William,  born  in  1786  at  the  old  homestead, 
made  his  home  for  some  years  in  Sussex  county, 
New  Jersey,  but  afterwards  removed  to  Strouds- 
burg, where  he  died  in  1859,  leaving  several  chil- 
dren ; and  Jane,  who  was  born  at  the  old  homestead, 
married  John  Brown,  of  Smithfield  township,  Mon- 
roe county. 

Charles  Posten,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent, 
was  born  in  Monmouth  county,  New  Jersey,  in 


1785,  and  in  early  manhood  he  settled  upon  the 
present  homestead,  which  was  then  covered  with 
the  primitive  forests.  He  cleared  the  tract  for  cul- 
tivation and  erected  a log  house,  which  is  still 
used  by  the  family.  His  death  occurred  there  in 
1868,  and  his  wife,  Ellen  Sacket,  died  a few  years 
later.  Four  of  their  children  lived  to  adult  age,  as 
follows:  (1)  Sarah,  born  in  1823  at  the  present 

homestead,  married  William  Transue,  of  East 
Stroudsburg,  who  died  in  1896,  and  her  death  oc- 
curred in  1885.  Of  their  four  children,  the  eldest, 
James,  is  married  and  is  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness at  Ransom,  Illinois  ; Annie  married  S.  Matson, 
of  Nebraska,  and  has  four  children;  Eugene  is  not 
married,  and  resides  in  East  Stroudsburg ; and 
Edgar,  who  married  Miss  A.  Melledy,  of  Scranton, 
is  a conductor  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  R.  R.,  and  makes  his  home  in  East 
Stroudsburg.  (2)  James  S.,  the  second  in  the  fam- 
ily, became  the  father  of  Reeder  and  Grant  Posten. 
(3)  Ellen,  born  in  1829,  married  Lewis  Price,  of 
Price  township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  now  re- 
side in  Nebraska.  (4)  William,  born  in  1839,  is 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  at  Sterling, 
Wayne  county.  He  married  Miss  Susan  Gilpin,  of 
that  county,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children  : Annie,  who  married  a Mr.  Gilpin, 
of  Wayne  county;  Francis,  who  is  not  married; 
Luther,  a student  in  the  Normal  school  at  East 
Stroudsburg;  and  Ellen  and  Sarah. 

James  S.  Posten  was  born  December  1,  1825, 
at  the  present  homestead,  and  grew  to  manhood 
there,  receiving  a common  school  education.  In 
August,  1855,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Kintner, 
who  was  born  August  17,  1827,  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  daughter  of  George  and 
Annie  Kintner,  well  known  pioneers  of  that  locality. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  James  Posten  built  a resi- 
dence upon  a part  of  his  father’s  homestead,  where 
he  has  ever  since  resided.  In  1881  his  estimable 
wife,  who  was  a devout  member  of  the  Baptist 
church,  passed  to  the  unseen  world,  leaving  a mem- 
ory of  a beautiful  Christian  life.  They  had  six 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  (1)  Dimmick, 
born  in  1856,  at  the  present  homestead,  received  a 
public  school  education,  and  is  now  employed  by 
the  Stroudsburg  Coal  and  Ice  Company.  He  re- 
sides in  East  Stroudsburg,  where  he  has  built  him- 
self a residence.  His  wife  was  Miss  Annetta 
Morgan,  daughter  "of  Bennett  Morgan,  of  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  have  one 
daughter — Blanche.  (2)  Miss  Amanda  Posten, 

born  in  1858,  was  educated  in  Stroudsburg,  and 
now  resides  at  home.  (3)  Reeder  Posten  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below.  (4)  Emma,  born  in  1862, 
married  Charles  Kaul,  a farmer  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  has  two  children — Leon- 
ard, a clever  and  well  educated  youth;  and  Fannie. 
(5)  Grant  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (6)  Je- 
rome, born  March  15,  1870,  remained  with  his 
brother  Reeder  after  his  mother’s  death,  and  is  now 
employed  as  a fireman  on  the  Wilkesbarre  & East- 
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ern  R.  R.  He  is  an  active  and  intelligent  young 
man,  and  has  gained  the  confidence  of  his  employ- 
ers. On  December  4,  1898,  he  met  with  a painful 
accident  at  Swartswood  station.  The  engine  on 
which  he  was  fireman  dashed  into  a mass  of  rock 
and  dirt,  which  had  fallen  on  the  track  at  a curve 
from  a side  bank.  The  engine  went  down  a fifty 
foot  embankment  and  was  demolished.  Fireman 
Posten  was  thrown  a few  feet  below  the  engine 
and  struck  on  his  feet,  breaking  his  right  leg  below 
the  knee,  which  accident  necessitated  his  being  idle 
for  nine  months.  As  soon  as  able  he  again  took 
his  place. 

Reeder  Posten  was  born  October  5,  i860, 
at  his  present  home,  where  his  youth  was  spent 
and  a good  practical  education  was  gained  in 
the  schools  of  that  locality.  On  October  5,  1882, 
he  married  Miss  Fannie  Totten,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam P.  and  Mary  E.  Totten,  prominent  residents 
of  Sussex  county,  New  Jersey,  and  brought  his 
bride  to  the  homestead  of  which  they  have  since 
taken  charge.  Mrs.  Posten  conducts  the  domestic 
affairs  most  ably,  and  dispenses  the  hospitalities  of 
the  home,  with  true  womanly  grace.  In  1894 
Reeder  Posten  and  his  brother  Grant  purchased  the 
old  farm  from  their  father,  and  they  now  operate 
it  in  partnership.  In  1889  Reeder  Posten  procured 
a license  as  an  auctioneer,  and  this  business  he  has 
since  followed  profitably,  being  regarded  as  one 
of  the  best  auctioneers  in  the  county.  Politically  he 
is  a Republican  of  the  old  time  Whig  antecedents, 
but  he  has  not  aspired  to  office.  His  wife  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Swartswood,  New 
Jersey,  and  both  take  keen  interest  in  all  that  con- 
cerns the  welfare  of  the  community. 

Grant  Posten  was  born  February  24,  1864, 
at  the  old  farm  and  during  his  youth  he  at- 
tended the  local  schools.  He  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural work,  and  since  becoming  a part  owner  of 
the  homestead  has  shown  much  ability  as  a man- 
ager. For  a number  of  years  he  has  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  lumbering,  and  few  men  of  his 
locality  have  as  high  a standing  in  business  circles. 
So  far  he  has  not  donned  the  matrimonial  yoke. 

FREDERICK  W.  BORN.  This  well-known 
resident  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  has  been 
engaged  in  business  there  for  thirty  years  as  a 
barber,  and  he  and  his  brother  George  W.,  his  busi- 
ness partner,  are  recognized  as  valuable  citizens, 
their  influence  being  cast  on  the  side  of  morality 
and  progress. 

Mr.  Born  was  born  September  18,  1851,  in 
New  York  City,  and  is  of  German  ancestry.  The 
late  Peter  Born,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  October,  1824,  at  Frankfort,  Germany,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  learning  the  barber’s  trade. 
In  1848  he  came  to  America,  spending  three 
months  on  the  ocean,  and  on  landing  in  New  York 
City  followed  his  trade  there  for  some  time.  In 
1855  he  removed  to  Stroudsburg,  and  established 
the  barber  shop  now  operated  by  his  sons,  the 


building  being  erected  by  him.  As  a citizen  he 
was  much  esteemed,  and  socially  he  was  connected 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Order  of  Red  Men. 
He  died  March  13,  1891,  his  wife,  Louisa  (Ganger), 
who  was  born  in  1836,  at  Frankfort,  dying  in  1887. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  four  children,  the  others 
being  Catherine,  widow  of  William  F.  Warwick, 
who  has  a son  Charlie ; Christiana,  who  married 
D.  G.  Parmer,  proprietor  of  a meat  market  in 
Stroudsburg;  and  George  W.,  our  subject’s  part- 
ner, who  was  born  January  5,  1862,  married  Miss 
Flora  Bayard,  and  has  one  child,  Lulu. 

Our  subject  learned  his  trade  with  his  father, 
and  has  always  been  a diligent  and  thrifty  worker, 
he  and  his  brother  being  found  daily  at  their  place 
of  business.  On  October  22,  1889,  he  married  Miss 
Angeline  Bond,  a native  of  Chestnut  Hill,  Monroe 
county.  They  have  no  children.  Politically  Mr. 
Born  is  a Democrat,  as  was  his  father  before  him, 
and  he  takes  an  active  part  in  municipal  affairs, 
having  served  six  years  as  a member  of  the  city 
council.  Since  1870  he  has  been  a leading  member 
of  the  local  fire  company,  having  served  as  assistant 
foreman  and  foreman,  vice  president  and  president. 
For  eleven  years  he  has  been  a trustee  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  Stroudsburg,  and  on  January 
12,  1898,  he  was  re-elected  to  that  position.  He 
and  his  family  are  popular  socially,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Malta  and  of  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men,  in  which  he  has  passed 
all  the  chairs,  and  been  twice  representative  to  the 
grand  council  of  Pennsylvania. 

JOHN  JOSHUA  POTTER  is  a prominent 
business  man  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  being  extensively  engaged  in  milling,  farm- 
ing and  surveying.  He  -was  born  November  23, 
1859,  at  his  present  farm  near  Gibson,  and  is  of 
noted  pioneer  ancestry,  his  homestead  being  one  of 
the  oldest  in  the  township. 

Captain  Joseph  Potter,  our  subject’s  great- 
grandfather, was  born  in  Rhode  Island.  He  served 
as  a soldier  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  enlist- 
ing from  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  our  subject 
now  has  in  his  possession  a manuscript  marked 
“Copy  of  Pittsfield  Letter,”  in  the  captain’s  hand- 
writing, of  which  we  give  a copy : 

Unknown  friend  I am  under  the  necesity  of  writing 
to  you  for  some  information.  I was  a soldier  in  the  revo- 
lutionary war  and  entitled  to  a pension  if  I can  prove  my 
services  as  such  there  was  a number  of  young  men  in 
Pitsfield  township  that  belonged  to  the  same  company 
that  I did  namely  one  by  the  name  of  Martin  one  by  the 
name  of  Mitter  their  first  names  I have  forgot  there  was 
others  they  are  if  living  between  seventy  and  eighty  years 
old  our  Captains  name  was  David  Nobles  first  lieutenant 
j Patterson  an  irishman  by  birth  and  old  and  grey  headed 
Second  lieutenant  by  the  name  of  Martin  Hall  ensign  and 
Jonathan  Stoddard  orderly  Sergent  and  we  Joined  Col- 
lonell  Pattersons  regiment  in  the  year  A.  D.  1776  Should 
any  of  these  men  be  living  in  Pitsfield  I wish  you  to 
nresent  this  letter  to  them  and  if  they  should  recolect  me 
I want  them  to  make  a depositions  of  my  services  signed 
and  sealed  by  them  and  send  to  me  or  any  others  that 
was  acquainted  with  me  and  send  them  to  me  as  soon 
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as  they  conveniently  can  and  should  you  not  be  able  to 
find  them  Please  to  inform  me  where  they  be  if  living 
and  if  dead  inform  me  be  so  Kind  as  to  inform  me  of 
the  Particulars  and  in  so  doing  you  will  Confer  a favour 
on  a soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war  I am  with  respect 
your  friend  [Signed]  Joseph  Potter. 

Gibson  township 

Susquehanna  county 

Pennsylvania  state 

June  21  A.  D.  1831 

N.  B.  in  order  that  these  men  may  know  and 
Recolect  me  I will  state  a few  Particulars  I with  my 
Brother  with  me  by  the  name  of  Joshua  both  enlisted  in 
December  1775  and  Joined  the  army  at  Cambridge  for 
the  campaign  of  1776  and  in  about  one  week  my  brother 
was  taken  sick  and  died  the  third  day  after  in  Cambridge 
hospitel  in  a short  time  after  Mark  Nobles  was  whipped 
39  lashes  for  deserting  the  army  when  the  british  left 
Easton  we  went  to  New  York  City  a few  of  us  bought  a 
fiddle  for  a black  man  by  the  name  of  hugh  Berry  he 
was  to  Play  for  us  with  out  Pay  and  in  a short  time  we 
went  to  albany  from  there  we  went  to  montreal  and  to 
the  ceders  then  back  to  montreal  Soon  removed  to  St 
Johns  our  sick  was  carried  forward  and  Put  into  a barn 
on  Islandes  a dismal  Place  it  was  from  there  to  crown 
point  the  day  we  arrived  there  we  had  amost  an  uncom- 
mon thunderstorm  which  blew  down  our  tents  from  there 
we  marched  to  mount  independence  when  Captain  Nobles 
was  taken  sick  brought  to  kents  borough  where  he  Died 
and  lieutenant  Patterson  advanced  to  captain  we  stayed 
two  or  three  months  fortifying  the  Place  then  we  marched 
to  ticonderoga  by  the  way  of  lake  george  and  then  to 
albany  and  from  there  to  Newtown  in  Pennsylvania  about 
the  twentieth  of  December  1776  and  crismus  eve  we 
crossed  the  Delaware  river  and  the  next  morning  took 
the  hessians  at  trenton  New  Jersey  and  on  the  first  Day 
of  January  1777  my  time  was  out  and  I left  the  army 
yours  &c  forward  your  bill  and  oblige 

[Signed]  Joseph  Potter. 

After  the  war  Joseph  Potter  lived  at  Ballston 
Spa,  New  York,  whence  in  1792  he  migrated  to 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, locating  on  the  present  homestead  of  our 
subject.  His  first  cabin  had  no  door,  and  his  wife 
did  not  see  a woman’s  face  for  six  months.  He 
afterward  moved  two  miles  farther  east,  and  later 
to  a place  on  the  Newburgh  road,  where  he  kept 
a tavern.  By  commission  of  Governor  Mifflin, 
dated  July  18,  1798,  he  was  made  captain  of  the 
Second  company,  Fourth  regiment,  Luzerne  coun- 
ty Brigade  of  Militia.  He  died  February  9,  1835, 
and  his  wife,  Lois,  died  November  5,  1824.  They 
had  nine  children:  Noah,  who  died  in  Illinois; 

Parley,  a resident  of  Gibson  township,  who  was  ac- 
cidentally killed  on  the  Susquehanna  river;  John, 
our  subject’s  grandfather;  Edie,  wife  of  Daniel 
Fingley;  Elsie,  wife  of  Newton  Hawley;  Lucretia, 
who  married  Dalton  Tiffany;  Lois,  wife  of  Otis 
Stearns  ; Amanda,  who  married  Wheeler  Lyon  ; and 
Cynthia,  wife  of  Franklin  Finn. 

John  Potter,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Ballston  Spa,  New  York,  but  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  1792,  locating  at  the  present 
homestead,  and  his  remains  are  interred  in  Union 
Hill  cemetery.  He  married  Polly  Washburn,  a 
native  of  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  they 
had  a family  of  nine  children : Electa  (who  mar- 

ried Jabesh  Gardner) ; Joseph, Stephen  W.,  William, 
Elsie  (who  married  Joseph  Loveland).  F O.,  Par- 


ley, Polly  E.  (who  married  Addison  Harding),  and 
Joshua  M. 

Joshua  M.  Potter,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  at  the  homestead,  and  followed  farming  there 
throughout  his  active  years,  in  connection  with  an 
extensive  business  as  a stock  raiser  and  dealer.  As 
a citizen  he  was  much  respected,  and  at  times  he 
held  township  offices,  including  those  of  auditor 
and  school  director.  He  died  November  15,  1894, 
aged  sixty-five.  He  married  Amy  D.  Miller,  a 
native  of  Clifford  township,  and  a daughter  of 
Nicholson  and  Asenath  (Wells)  Miller,  of  whom 
mention  is  made  elsewhere.  She  was  a devout 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  many  years 
previous  to  her  death,  which  occurred  in  January, 
1898,  when  she  was  aged  fifty-six  years.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest  of  four  children  : Fred  L.,  born 

September  22,  1861,  was  drowned  August  2,  1885, 
in  Starn  Lake;  he  was  a very  promising  young 
man.  Charles  R.,  born  November  4,  1865,  married 
Miss  Mary  Whitney,  and  resides  in  Scranton,  Penn- 
sylvania. Maunnie  E.,  born  August  16,  1871,  mar- 
ried Judson  E.  Gellatt,  and  died  in  Gibson,  Penn- 
sylvania, March  28,  1897. 

The  common  schools  of  his  native  township  af- 
forded our  subject  an  elementary  education,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  the  Quaker  Street 
Literary  Institute,  where  he  continued  his  studies 
for  two  years.  He' registered  as  a law  student  in 
Montrose,  in  the  office  of  Little  & Allen,  studying 
law  about  one  and  a half  years.  At  twenty  he 
built  a sawmill  at  the  farm,  and  began  a successful 
career  as  a lumberman,  recently  increasing  his 
facilities  for  work  by  rebuilding  the  mill  at  Gibson 
formerly  owned  by  John  H.  Claflin.  This  is  proba- 
bly the  oldest  mill  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  the 
first  one  built  on  the  site  was  erected  in  1794  or 
1:795,  by  Joshua  Jay.  In  1895  Mr.  Potter  built  a 
grist  mill  at  Ararat  Summit,  which  he  ran  until  sell- 
ing it,  in  June,  1899.  While  Mr.  Potter  does  not 
seek  office,  he  has  served  two  terms  as  auditor,  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  Republicans  of 
his  locality. 

On  December. 1,  1892,  Mr.  Potter  was  married, 
at  Binghamton,  New  York,  to  Miss  Carrie  F. 
Strockbine,  and  they  have  had  four  children  : J. 

Seward,  born  October  4,  1893  ; J.  Miller,  born  De- 
cember 30,  1895  ; and  the  twins.  Forest  and  Foster, 
born  November  28,  1896.  Mrs.  Potter,  who  died 
July  15,  1897,  deeply  lamented  by  a large  circle 
of  friends,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Strockbine,  of  that  city,  and  his  wife  Sarah 
(Sweet),  a native  of  Gibson  township.  Susquehanna 
county. 

G.  G.  SMITH,  a representative  and  prominent 
business  man  of  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county,  was 
born  December  15,  1832,  in  Palmyra  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  George  and  Maria  (Rock- 
well) Smith,  who  are  mentioned  more  fully  else- 
where. 

On  the  maternal  side  Mr.  Smith  traces  his 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1441 


ancestry  to  William  and  Susanna  (Chapin)  Rock- 
well, who  came  to  this  country  in  1630,  emigrating 
from  Dorchester,  England.  They  sailed  March 
20  from  the  harbor  of  Plymouth,  on  the  ship 
“Mary  and  John,”  and  landed  May  30,  at  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Watertown,  Mass.  They  located  at 
Dorchester,  Mass.,  William  Rockwell  being  one 
of  the  deacons  of  the  first  church  formed,  one  of  the 
first  “three  selectmen”  of  Dorchester,  and  one  of 
the  “twenty-four  freemen”  who  took  the  “Oath 
of  Fidelity”  May  18,  1631.  On  November  9,  1630, 
he  was  selected  one  of  the  jurymen  on  the  trial  of 
Walter  Palmer  for  the  murder  of  Austin  Brotchus, 
the  first  trial  by  jury  in  New  England.  Six  years 
later  he  moved  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  with  his 
son  Samuel  was  one  of  the  founders  of  that  place. 
He  died  May  15,  1640.  On  May  29,  1645,  his 
widow  married  Matthew  Grant,  who  was  the  an- 
cestor of  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  [See  Vol.  I,  Chapter  1, 
Grant’s  Memoirs],  and  who,  with  his  first  wife,  had 
been  a fellow  passenger  of  the  Rockwells  on  the 
“Mary  and  John.”  By  intermarriage  two  or  three 
generations  later  U.  S.  Grant  was  descended  from 
both  wives  of  Matthew  Grant. 

Jabez  Rockwell,  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  of  the  fifth  generation  in  descent  from 
William  Rockwell.  He  was  born  October  3,  1761, 
in  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  and  was  but  little  more  than 
fifteen  years  old  when  he  enlisted  in  a regiment 
recruiting  under  the  supervision  of  Benedict  Ar- 
nold, under  whom  he  fought  at  the  battle  of  Sara- 
toga, when  he  was  wounded.  He  was  then  trans- 
ferred to  the  command  of  the  famous  Gen.  Putnam, 
and  later  was  under  Washington,  with  whom  he 
passed  the  terrible  winter  at  Valley  Forge.  He 
served  in  all  seven  years.  Mr.  Rockwell  was  a 
personal  friend  of  Washington,  and  was  in  the 
same  boat  with  him  on  the  memorable  Christmas 
Ev6  trip  across  the  Delaware.  The  river  was 
piled  high  with  blocks  of  ice,  and  he  used  both 
hands  and  oars  in  pushing  them  away  from  the 
sides  to  prevent  their  crushing  in  their  frail  craft. 
During  the  following  year  he  was  wounded  again, 
receiving  a slight  hurt  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth, 
and  after  a short  furlough  returned  to  the  ranks. 
He  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  at 
Yorktown.  In  1824  Mr.  Rockwell  walked  from 
Milford  to  New  York  to  see  La  Fayette,  by  whom 
he  was  warmly  welcomed. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Rockwell  returned 
to  Connecticut,  and  on  July  4,  1784.  was  married  to 
Sarah  Rundel,  who  died  a few  years  after  their 
migration  to  Pike  county,  Penn.  For  his  second 
wife  he  wedded  Elizabeth  Mulford,  daughter  of 
the  third  sheriff  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  one  of  whom,  Lewis, 
was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  The  family 
are  unusually  long-lived,  and  three  of  the  daughters 
still  survive — Mrs.  Catherine  B.  Bowden  (aged 
eighty-seven)  and  Mrs.  Lucinda  J.  Valentine  (aged 
eightv-four),  of  Stroudsburg,  and  Mrs.  Phoebe 
Gainsford  Gged  ninety-four),  of  Matamoras,  the 
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two  first  named  living  together  and  doing  their 
own  housework  and  cooking;  Mrs.  Gainsford,  who 
has  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  resident  of 
Pike  county,  is  as  active  as  many  a woman  of  half 
her  years,  travels  to  see  her  sons  and  daughters 
at  times,  and  frequently  reads  a chapter  or  two 
from  the  Bible  without  her  glasses.  Their  half- 
sister,  Mrs.  Anna  Wells,  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety- 
three.  The  Stroudsburg  Daily  Times  of  December 
9,  1899,  in  an  interesting  article,  says  they  are  the 
only  three  sisters  living  who  have  the  distinction 
of  being  the  daughters  of  a Revolutionary  soldier. 
Mrs.  Bowden  is  a member  of  the  local  Methodist 
Church,  with  which  she  united  over  sixty  years 
ago ; Mrs.  Gainsford  is  also  a Methodist,  and  Mrs. 
Valentine  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Their  father,  Jabez  Rockwell,  died  January  18,  1847, 
and  was  buried  at  Honesdale  with  impressive  mil- 
itary and  Masonic  honors. 

Lewis  Rockwell  was  born  May  10,  1785.  at 
Ridgefield,  Conn.,  and  came  to  Milford,  Pike  Co., 
Penn.,  in  1795.  He  became  prominent  in  the  pub- 
lic affairs  of  his  day,  filling  the  office  of  sheriff 
and  other  offices  of  trust,  and  lived  to  a ripe  old  age, 
dying  in  Paupack,  July  12,  1881,  in  his  ninety-sev- 
enth year.  On  June  30,  1805,  he  married  Rebecca 
Potts,  and  their  children  were  as  follows:  Oliver 

G.,  born  May  31,  1806,  died  June  13,  1810;  Maria, 
born  April  18,  1808,  married  George  Smith,  and 
settled  in  Sterling,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.;  William  P., 
born  December  23,  1810,  married  Sarah  Bassett, 
and  settled  in  Waymart,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn. ; Susan, 
born  April  10,  1812,  married  Isaac  Decker,  and 
settled  in  Leonardsville,  Wayne  county ; Jabez  R., 
born  February  4,  1814,  married  Rachel  Boman, 
and  settled  in  Hickory  Corners,  Mich. ; Cyrus  S., 
born  February  24,  1816,  went  to  the  Mexican  war, 
and  never  returned;  James  W.,  born  February  1, 
1818,  married  Sarah  Bishop,  and  settled  in  Hickory 
Corners,  Mich.;  Samuel  R.,  born  January  15,  1820, 
married  Susan  Overpeck ; he  enlisted  in  a Penn- 
sylvania regiment  during  the  Rebellion,  and  died  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty;  his  widow  lives  at  Pitts- 
ton,  Penn.;  John  R.,  born  May  10,  1822,  died  Au- 
gust 23,  1828;  Lucy  K.,  born  February  28,  1825, 
died  August  8,  1828;  Moses  K.,  born  January  15, 
1827,  married  Miranda  Hazen,  and  settled  in  Mil- 
ford, Penn.;  Caroline,  born  March  6,  1830,  never 
married,  and  lives  in  Paupack,  Penn. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years  G.  G.  Smith,  our 
subject,  came  to  Wayne  county,  and  worked  in 
Dreher  township  at  farming  and  lumbering,  and 
at  Whitehaven,  Penn.,  he  also  followed  the  latter 
pursuit  for  seven  years.  In  1862  he  came  to  Goulds- 
boro.  after  engaging  in  lumbering  for  some  time 
entering  the  employ  of  William  Wallace,  a well- 
known  lumberman  and  mill  owner  of  Stroudsburg, 
Penn.,  and  he  now  has  entire  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness of  that  gentleman,  superintending  his  mill, 
farm  and  store.  He  is  a wide-awake,  energetic 
business  man,  of  known  reliability,  and  has  the 
entire  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  employer. 
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At  Whitehaven,  Penn.,  January  28,  1857,  Mr. 
Smith  was  married,  by  Rev.  Gerard  Staples,  a Meth- 
odist Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Catherine  Geary, 
who  was  born  March  2,  1829,  a daughter  of  David 
and  Elizabeth  (Grey)  Geary,  and  half-sister  of  Gen. 
Geary,  who  was  afterward  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Her  father  was  born  in  Bucks  county,  Penn., 
May  7,  1801,  and  died  July  4,  1855,  while  her 
mother  was  born  January  19,  1807,  and  died  March 
22,  1842.  They  were  married  April  18,  1823,  and 
children  as  follows  came  to  them : Mary,  born 

November  4,  1826,  is  the  wife  of  John  Prugh,  of 
Plainfield,  N.  J. ; Mrs.  Smith  is  next  in  the  order 
of  birth;  Amy,  born  October  17,  1831,  is  the  wife 
of  C.  W.  Coleman,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Lydia,  born 
February  5,  1834,  is  the  wife  of  Richard  O’Con- 
nor of  White  Haven,  Penn.;  William,  born  March 
26,  1836,  who  was  a captain  in  the  Union  service 
during  the  Civil  war,  went  to  Kansas,  but  has  not 
been  heard  from  for  some  years;  Nelson,  born  Au- 
gust 17,  1838,  was  also  a Union  soldier,  and  is 
now  a farmer  and  carpenter  of  Harmony,  N.  J. ; 
and  Jacob,  born  December  27,  1841,  died  March  14, 
1842.  Mrs.  Smith’s  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob 
Geary,  was  a native  of  England,  and  after  com- 
ing to  America  wedded  Miss  Mary  Laughler,  of 
Bucks  county,  Penn.  Her  maternal  grandparents, 
William  and  Catherine  Grey,  were  both  born  in 
Germany,  but  were  married  and  made  their  home 
in  Neshanic,  New  Jersey. 

Children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  as  follows  : William  G.,  born  April  23,  1858, 
who  died  June  19,  1858;  M.  E.,  born  October  30, 
1859;  H.  13.,  born  December  14,  1861  ; Alice,  born 
April  13,  1864,  now  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Heller,  M.  D., 
of  Factoryville,'  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  by  whom 
she  has  two  children,  Archibald  and  Blanche  ; Leroy 
G.,  who  is  represented  elsewhere;  and  Arthur  L., 
born  Aprd  12,  1873,  who  graduated  at  the  East 
Stroudsburg  Normal  School,  since  which  time  he 
has  taug’ht  two  terms  in  the  public  schools  of 
Gouldsboro.  Two  of  the  sons,  M.  E.  and  Leroy 
G.,  are  employed  in  the  store  with  their  father. 

In  the  exercise  of  his  elective  franchise  Mr. 
Smith  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
school  bejard  of  Lehigh  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty  years,  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  general  public.  For 
twenty-one  years  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Becoming  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  county,  they 
have  made  many  friends,  and  are  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 

JAMES  PL’LIS,  better  known  to  all  as  ’Squire 
Pulis,  was  born  in  West  Milford,  N.  J.,  and  was 
of  Holland-Dutch  descent.  He  married  Serena 
Tyler,  a daughter  of  John  Tyler,  who  belonged 
to  good  old  Revolutionary  stock.  She  was  a wo- 
man of  education,  and  proved  a valuable  helpmeet 


to  her  husband.  Mr.  Pulis  died  in  1889,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years,  honored  and  esteemed  by  all. 
He  had  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  fifteen 
years  with  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  his  constituents,  being  thoroughly  impar- 
tial in  meting  out  justice.  During  his  incumbency 
he  also'  married  many  couples.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  served 
as  elder  for  many  years. 

WILLIS  LUTHER  WALTER  (deceased) 
was  one  of  the  leading  influential  citizens  of  Promp- 
ton,  and  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  old 
and  honored  families  of  Wayne  county. 

Luther  Walter,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
October  23,  1820,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Dyberry 
township,  where  he  made  his  home  throughout  life, 
with  the  exception  of  four  years,  dying  there  May  9, 
1892.  His  remains  were  interred  at  Prompton.  In 
1849  he  went  to  California  in  search  of  gold,  spend- 
ing two  years  on  the  Pacific  slope,  and  at  one  time 
was  offered  $16,000  for  the  dust  he  had  accumu- 
lated, but  refused  it.  Shortly  afterward  a flood 
washed  away  his  hard-earned  fortune.  While  in 
that  State  he  shot  a bear  which  when  dressed 
weighed  1,000  pounds.  Coming  upon  it  unawares, 
he  nearly  stepped  on  Bruin,  but  jumped  back  a 
short  distance  and  fired.  After  his  return  East  he 
lived  for  one  year  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  the  same  length  of  time  in  Connecticut,  there 
working  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  contin- 
ued to  follow  in  connection  with  farming  through- 
out life.  As  a Republican,  he  took  quite  a promi- 
nent part  in  local  affairs,  and  was  elected  to  several 
township  offices,  including  those  of  poormaster  and 
tax  collector.  In  Dyberry  township,  July  31,  1851, 
Luther  Walter  was  married,  by  Rev.  Worthington, 
to  Miss  Emeline  Fuller,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children  : Cynthia  A.,  born 

August  5,  1852,  died  in  1853;  Eva  E.,  born  April 
13,  1854,  was  twice  married,  first  to  F.  A.  Whit- 
lock, and  fifteen  years  later  to  J.  D.  Evans,  an  in- 
surance agent  of  Scrantqn,  Penn. ; Chauncey  F., 
born  July  13,  1856,  is  a painter  of  Newark,  N.  J. ; 
Luman  J.,  born  October  13,  1858,  is  a resident  qf 
Carbondale,  where  he  was  formerly  in  the  railroad 
service;  Charles  W.,  born  January  29,  1862,  died 
April  13,  1864;  Willis  L.,  born  July  7,  1864,  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Rena  B.,  born  March  12, 
1869,  is  the  wife  of  William  Loring,  a glass-cutter 
in  Dyberry. 

Eber  and  Rhoda  (Tuttle)  Walter,  the  paternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, and  as  early  as  1816  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Dyberry  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  the  grandfather  followed  farming  throughout 
his  remaining  years  on  the  old  homestead,  which 
is  now  the  property  of  his  son’s  widow.  He  cut  the 
first  tree  on  the  present  site  of  Honesdale.  His  chil- 
dren were  as  follows : Lucius  was  killed  on  the 

Gravity  railroad  at  Prompton,  in  1867;  he  was  a 
boss  carpenter,  and  while  he  and  a hired  man  were 
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carrying  a heavy  piece  of  timber,  the  timber  struck 
him,  threw  him  from  the  track,  and  broke  his 
neck.  Serepta  became  the  wife  of  John  Pimley ; 
both  are  deceased.  Luther  was  the  father  of 
subject.  Ada,  wife  of  Daniel  Sterling,  and  Ruth, 
wife  of  Richard  Mathews,  are  both  deceased,  as  are 
their  husbands.  Cynthia,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Andrew  Catchum,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Leverett 
T.  is  a wood  turner,  residing  in  Pittston,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mrs.  Emeline  Walter,  our  subject’s  mother, 
was  born  in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  April  4,  1828,  a daughter  of  Asaph  and 
Elizabeth  (Osmond)  Fuller,  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  New  Jersey,  respectively.  They  were  married 
in  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  and  in  that  county 
continued  to  make  their  home  throughout  life,  the 
father  dying  in  1867,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  the 
mother  May  18,  1887,  aged  eighty-seven  years, 
three  months  and  thirteen  days.  Their  remains 
were  interred  in  Harford  township.  Their  children 
were:  Julia,  who  first  married  Henry  Sperbeck, 

and  later  David  A.  Bonner;  Emeline  (Mrs.  Wal- 
ter) ; Theodore,  a retired  farmer  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
James,  a resident  of  Gibson,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Susan  E.,  widow  of  Erastus  Gard,  and  a resident  of 
Minnesota  ; Diantha,  wife  of  Allen  Whitney,  a car- 
penter of  Edgerton,  Rock  Co.,  Wis. ; and  Lydia  J., 
wife  of  George  Belcher,  a farmer  of  Gibson,  Penn. 
Mrs.  Walter's  maternal  grandparents,  Embly  and 
Catherine  Osmond,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
and  farming  people,  and  at  an  early  day  removed  to 
Harford,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.  Her  paternal 
grandfather,  Rev.  Fuller,  was  a Presbyterian  minis- 
ter of  Connecticut. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Dyberry  township, 
Wayne  county,  Willis  L.  Walter  was  born  and 
reared,  acquiring  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On  leaving  home, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  went  to  Pittston,  Penn., 
where  he  worked  in  a lumber  yard  for  a few  months. 
The  same  fall  he  went  to  Scranton,  where  he  was 
employed  in  a printing  office  for  five  months,  and 
the  following  nine  months  he  worked  in  the  lum- 
ber woods  near  Forest  City,  after  which  he  re- 
turned home,  attending  school  that  winter.  After 
working  on  the  home  farm  the  following  season 
he  went  to  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  where  he  was 
employed  on  a farm  four  months,  and  then  was 
similarly  employed  for  the  same  length  of  time 
near  St.  Paul,  Minn.  At  Omaha,  Neb.,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  F,  Sixth  Regiment,  U.  S.  A.,  and 
was  stationed  at  different  times  at  Fort  Douglas, 
Utah;  Fort  Sheridan,  111.;  and  Fort  Thomas,  Ky. 
He  was  discharged  at  the  last  named  place  on  ac- 
count of  physical  disability,  and  received  a pension 
of  $30  per  month.  Returning  to  Wayne  county, 
he  rented  the  old  home  in  1891,  but  not  being  able 
to  farm  it  he  rented  in  Prompton,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  May  1,  1899. 

At  Honesdale,  in  June,  1893,  Mr.  Walter  was 
married  to  Miss  Clara  Smith,  who  died  in  April,  1894, 


and  was  buried  at  Prompton.  She  left  one  son, 
Clarence  Luther,  who  died  the  following  August, 
at  the  age  of  four  months  and  fourteen  days.  Her 
parents,  Edwin  and  Catherine  Smith,  also  died  in 
Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Walter  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  quite  prom- 
inent in  local  affairs.  In  1895  he  was  elected  au- 
ditor, and  the  following  spring  was  elected  burgess 
of  Prompton,  a position  he  most  creditably  and  sat- 
isfactorily filled.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a Pres- 
byterian. 

ALFRED  W.  ENO,  who  has  been  a lifelong 
resident  of  Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  is 
known  as  one  of  its  well-to-do  and  progressive 
agriculturists  and  stockmen,  and  in  this  respect  he 
is  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  Daniel 
Eno,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Texas 
township,  and  in  his  day  was  one  of  its  repre- 
sentative prosperous  farmers. 

The  Eno  family  is  of  good  old  New  England 
stock,  progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  country 
being  James  Eno  (1),  who,  with  his  brothers  John 
and  Jonathan,  came  from  France  and  settled  in 
Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1648.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
barber.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Hannah  Bidwell,  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  his  second, 
Elizabeth  Holcomb.  His  son  James  (2)  married 
Abigail  Bissell,  and  had  a son  Samuel  (3),  who  mar- 
ried Eunice  Marshall,  and  his  son  Daniel  (4),  a 
lieutenant,  married  Esther  Phelps,  and  was  the 
great-great-grandfather  of  Alfred  W.  Eno.  Daniel, 
the  great-grandfather,  had  a son  Daniel,  and  he 
married  Chloe  Mills,  who  like  himself  was  a native 
of  Windsor,  Conn.  He  died  at  Colebrook,  Conn., 
in  i860.  They  reared  a family  of  six  children — 
two  sons  and  four  daughters,  viz. : Charlotte,  born 
in  Connecticut,  became  the  wife  of  Marcus  Mun- 
sel,  of  that  State;  Esther  married  Horace  Wells, 
of  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y. ; Erastus  S.,  who 
married  Lura  Case,  of  Connecticut,  and  Emeline 
were  twins ; Emeline  first  became  the  wife  of  Hiram 
Church,  and  after  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1857, 
married  Gail  Borden,  of  Elgin,  111.,  who  was  the 
inventor  of  the  Condensed  Milk  Process ; Aurelia 
married  Reuben  Rackwell,  of  Colebrook,  Conn. ; 
and  Daniel  is  mentioned  below. 

Daniel  Eno  was  born  October  28,  1812,  in 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  State,  and  there  married,  on  March  30,  1836, 
Miss  Eunice  A.  Sage,  who  was  born  December  8, 
1813,  in  Colebrook,  Conn.,  and  was  a daughter  of 
Enos  and  Eunice  (Smith)  Sage.  Enos  Sage  was 
twice  married ; by  his  first  marriage  he  became  the 
father  of  Joel,  Enos,  Elisha,  Calvin,  Jason,  and 
Rebecca  (wife  of  Alva  Nash,  of  Winchester,  Conn.). 
His  second  wife  was  Eunice  Smith,  and  she  bore 
him  Hiram,  Samuel,  Lorenzo,  Enos  (2),  Rhoda 
(wife  of  Isaac  Gilbert,  of  Memphis,  Mich.),  and 
Eunice  A.  (Mrs.  Eno).  Mrs.  Eno  was  reared  in 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  where  she  received  a good 
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common-school  education,  and  she  was  also  a stu- 
dent for  a time  at  the  Litchfield  Ladies’  Seminary. 
In  1838  the  young  couple  migrated  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  coming  first  to  Honesdale,  but  they  were 
soon  settled  on  the  farm  which  has,  since  1838,  been 
the  home  of  the  family  in  this  county,  and  which  at 
that  time  was  but  partially  cleared  and  scantily  im- 
proved. Mr.  Eno  purchased  a tract  comprising 
over  225  acres,  on  which  he  erected  a large  dwelling 
house  and  barns,  besides  making  general  improve- 
ments, and  he  continued  the  work  of  clearing  dur- 
ing his  life,  leaving  to  his  heirs  one  of  the  finest, 
best  cultivated  and  most  highly  improved  places  in 
the  township.  He  was  active  in  advancing  the 
general  welfare  as  well  as  his  own  interests,  and 
was  a well-known  man  in  this  section  for  many 
years,  having  a deep  regard  for  the  progress  of  his 
community  in  every  way.  Broad  and  liberal  in  his 
views,  he  commanded  the  friendship  and  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him,  and  was  considered  a typical 
representative  of  the  Christian  citizen,  one  whose 
life  had  influence  only  for  good  with  those  who 
were  his  most  constant  associates.  He  was  an 
earnest  church  member  and  worker,  being  identi- 
fied with  the  Presbyterian  denomination,  toward 
whose  support  he  gave  liberally  of  the  means  which 
had  come  to  him  through  a long  career  of  success- 
ful industry.  Mr.  Eno  was  systematic  and  thor- 
ough in  the  management  of  his  farm,  and  was  a 
careful  student  of  scientific  methods  in  cultivation, 
adopting  advanced  ideas  wherever  practicable  in  his 
work,  with  the  success  already  mentioned.  He 
passed  away  on  Christmas  Day,  1891,  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  almost  eighty  years,  and  was  deeply 
mourned  by  the  entire  community  among  whom 
so  many  years  of  his  life  had  been  spent.  He  affil- 
iated with  the  Republican  party,  and  held  the 
offices  of  supervisor  and  school  director  in  his  town- 
ship for  a number  of  years.  Mrs.  Eno  is  still  at  the 
old  homestead. 

Ten  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Daniel  Eno,  of  whom  we  have  the  following 
record:  (1)  John  S.,  born  January  14,  1838,  in 

Colebrook,  Conn.,  grew  to  manhood  on  the  Wayne 
county  farm,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Brewster,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  holds  the  position  of  superintendent  in 
the  condensed  milk  factory.  In  June,  1866,  he 
married  Miss  Susan  S.  Clark,  of  Cherry  Ridge, 
Wayne  county,  and  they  have  five  children  living: 
Clark  H.,  of  Elgin,  111.,  married  Nellie  E.  Long, 
and  has  one  child— Mills  S. ; Frank  E.,  of  Norwich! 
N.  Y.,  married  Augusta  Hodge,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren—Ethel  B.,  Amy,  Clark  H„  Jr.,  and  Susan 
Eunice.  Emma  E„  Mrs.  Edward  B.  Stanard,  of 
Brewster,  had  two  children — Myra,  the  eldest,  and 
John  E.  (deceased);  Susan  B.  (unmarried), ’who 
lives  with  her  parents;  and  Daniel  M.  (deceased). 
(2)  Eunice  M.,  born  March  8,  1839*  became  the 
wife  of  John  E.  WBodward,  who  is  engaged  in 
business  in  Sandwich,  111.,  where  they  live.  They 
have  two  children— Anna  M.  (Mrs.  Wilbur  B.  Pres- 
cott, of  Elgin,  111.,  who  has  one  daughter — Mar- 


garet Josephine),  and  Alfred  E.,  who  married  Miss 
Mabel  Coleman,  of  Sandwich,  where  they  reside, 
and  has  one  son,  Malcolm.  (3)  Susan,  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1841,  is  the  widow  of  John  K.  Jenkins,  of 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  and  is  mentioned  elsewhere.  (4) 
Laura,  born  February  17,  1844,  married  Eben  H. 
Clark,  who  is  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  and  their  children  are : Eliza- 

beth, who  wedded  Charles  Bullock,  of  Honesdale, 
and  is  the  mother  of  Charlotte  M.,  Laura  E.,  and 
Charles  E. ; Herbert,  who  married  Clara  Williams ; 
Edward  P. ; Bertha  L.,  and  Daniel  M.  (5)  Fred- 
erick D.  died  in  infancy.  (6)  Edward  S.,  born  May 
28,  1848,  makes  his  home  in  Elgin,  111.,  and  is 
superintendent  of  the  New  York  Condensed  Milk 
Factory,  located  there.  He  married  Miss  Helen 
Conyne,  of  Prompton,  Wayne  county,  who  died 
November  5,  1898,  and  they  had  four  children — 
Charles,  who  died  in  infancy ; Herbert  S. ; Laura  E., 
and  Alfred  W.  (7)  Alfred  W.,  is  the  next  in  order 
of  birth.  (8)  George  B.  died  in  infancy.  (9)  Lil- 
lian G.,  born  in  January,  1855,  received  a good 
education,  attending  the  public  schools  of  Texas 
and  Honesdale,  and  later  the  Millersville  State  Nor- 
mal. She  became  a successful  teacher,  following 
her  profession  for  a number  of  terms  in  Chester, 
Lancaster  and  Wayne  counties;  she  is  especially 
interested  in  church  and  Sabbath-school  work.  (10) 
Charlotte  E.,  born  in  1858,  is  the  wife  of  John  O. 
Southard,  formerly  of  Bethany,  Penn.,  now  of  Bel- 
videre,  111.,  where  he  is  superintendent  of  the  Con- 
densed Milk  Factory.  They  have  one  daughter — 
Eunice  L.  Southard,  and  one  son — Edward  O. 

Alfred  W.  Eno  was  born  on  the  home  farm 
in  Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  on  June 
19,  1851,  and  here  he  has  passed  his  entire  life.  In 
his  youth  he  was  given  a good  common  school 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Texas  and 
Prompton,  and  he  has  always  worked  on  the  farm, 
acting  as  his  father’s  assistant  until  the  death  of  the 
latter,  since  which  time  the  whole  care  and  man- 
agement of  the  place  has  fallen  upon  him.  His 
agricultural  training  was  thorough  from  the  out- 
set, and  he  is  fully  competent  to  carry  on  the  large 
farm,  where,  like  his  father,  he  has  used  up-to-date 
methods  in  every  possible  respect,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  place  gives  ample  evidence  of  his  ability 
as  an  agriculturist,  as  well  as  the  pride  which  he 
takes  in  looking  after  even  the  smallest  details. 
The  property  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  de- 
sirable in  Texas  township. 

On  June  1,  1892,  Mr.  Eno  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Rose  T.  Miller,  of  Seelyville,  who 
is  the  daughter  of  A.  J.  and  Theresa  Miller,  promi- 
nent residents  of  Texas  township,  and  the  young 
couple  took  up  their  home  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  they  have  a most  comfortable  and  pleasant 
residence.  Three  children  have  come  to  them' — 
Daniel  M.,  born  August  10,  1894;  Helen  R.,  born 
July  3,  1896;  and  Robert  W.,  born  November  18, 
1899.  Mr.  Eno  has  been  quite  active  in  local  public 
affairs,  in  which  he  has  taken  a public  spirited  inter- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1445 


est,  and  he  has  filled  the  office  of  school  director 
for  eight  years  with  faithfulness  and  universal  sat- 
isfaction. Politically  he  is  a loyal  Republican.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and 
fraternally  he  unites  with  the  Knights  of  Honor 
at  Honesdale. 

ANDREW  A.  ALBRIGHT,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing representative  citizens  of  Delaware  township, 
Pike  county,  carries  on  operations  as  a general 
farmer,  builder  and  contractor,  and  during  the  sum- 
mer season  also  conducts  a boarding-house  at  Al- 
bright Corners.  He  is  thrifty,  industrious  and 
enterprising,  and  the  success  that  has  crowned  his 
efforts  is  certainly  well  deserved. 

Mr.  Albright  was  born  August  19,  1849,  on  his 
present  farm.  His  father,  Joseph  H.  Albright,  was 
a native  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  born  October  19, 
1807,  and  in  the  spring  of  1831  came  to  Pike  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  first  locating  at  Dingmans  Ferry,  and  in 
April,  1848,  removing  to  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
his  son,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  He 
was  an  expert  blacksmith,  and  in  connection  with 
work  at  his  trade,  also  engaged  in  farming.  His 
political  support  was  always  given  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  was  honored  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  with  election  to  various  township  offices. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  At  Johnsonburg,  N. 
J.,  he  was  married,  November  21,  1829,  to  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Lehomadieu,  who  was  born  in  Hacketts- 
town,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  July  17,  1811,  a daughter 
of  Timothy  L.  and  Sarah  (Sutton)  Lehomadieu, 
who  made  their  home  in  Hackettstown,  but  resided 
for  a short  time  among  their  children  in  Pike 
county.  Mr.  Albright  died  in  Pike  county,  Jan- 
uary, 27,  1866,  his  wife  at  Beemerville,  Sussex  Co., 
N.  J.,  August  14,  1891,  and  the  remains  of  both 
were  interred  in  Delaware  cemetery. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children : Derrick  A.,  born  December 

19,  1830,  is  deceased ; Sarah  A.,  born  July  25,  1832, 
married  (first)  John  C.  Gagger,  and  (second)  Sam- 
uel Van  Etten,  and  is  deceased;  Timothy  L.,  born 
October  30,  1834,  married  Jane  Decker,  and  died 
July  1,  1867;  John  L.,  born  June  5,  1837,  married 
Julia  Hoover,  and  died  in  September,  1866;  Jean- 
ette E.,  born  April  24,  1840,  married  (first)  Daniel 
Ferguson,  and  is  now  the  widow  of  William  Crone, 
of  Sussex  county,  N.  J. ; Rosanna,  born  May  30, 
1842,  married  Manley  Lord,  and  is  deceased; 
Emma  J.,  born  April  26,  1845,  married  Gilbert  Y. 
Crone,  and  is  deceased;  Henry  S.,  born  June  17, 
1847,  married  (first)  Harriet  Brooks,  and  (second) 
Mary  E.  Clifford,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Delaware  township,  Pike  county ; Andrew  A.,  our 
subject,  is  next  in  the  family;  and  James  W.,  born 
December  11,  1851,  is  deceased. 

At  Milford,  Pike  county,  Andrew  A.  Albright 
was  married,  December  24,  1870,  to  Miss  Eliza  M. 
Burrell,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children, 
namely : Cora,  now  the  wife  of  Solomon  Bensley, 


a farmer  of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county ; Allen 
L.  and  Alva  B.,  twins,  the  former  at  home,  the 
latter  deceased ; Cassie,  deceased ; and  Grace, 
Emma  and  Ruth,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Albright  was 
born  in  Delaware  township,  November  12,  1848,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  J.  and  Susan  A.  (Ferguson) 
Burrell,  both  natives  of  New  Jersey,  the  former 
born  in  Sussex,  the  latter  in  Warren  county.  Her 
parents  became  acquainted  and  were  married  in 
Pike  county,  Penn.,  where  they  ever  afterward 
made  their  home,  the  father  following  farming  and 
lumbering.  He  was  a man  of  prominence  in  his 
community,  and  held  many  township  offices.  He 
died  September  18,  1888,  aged  seventy-four  years, 
his  wife  in  November,  1887,  aged  seventy,  and  the 
remains  of  both  were  interred  in  Delaware  ceme- 
tery. Their  children  were  Charles,  who  died  in 
the  service  of  his  country  during  the  Civil  war ; 
Harriet,  wife  of  Michael  Pitney,  a farmer  of  Dela- 
ware township ; Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Oliver  Pitney,  of 
Milford,  Pike  county ; Mary  E.,  who  died  when 
young;  Eliza  M.,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Cornelia 
and  Albert  S.,  who  both  died  young.  Mrs.  Al- 
bright’s paternal  grandparents,  Isaac  and  Harriet 
(Seeley)  Burrell,  died  in  New  Jersey  and  Pike 
county,  Penn.,  respectively.  Her  maternal  grand- 
parents, James  and  Jane  (Cummins)  Ferguson, 
were  natives  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  early  set- 
tlers of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  where 
they  spent  their  last  days  as  farming  people. 

Mr.  Albright  has  always  lived  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Delaware  township,  and  since  reaching 
man’s  estate  he  has  engaged  in  carpentering, 
though  he  never  served  a regular  apprenticeship 
to  the  trade,  but  possessed  exceptional  ability  as  a 
mechanic.  He  erected  his  present  comfortable  resi- 
dence in  1873.  He  casts  his  ballot  in  support  of 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  the  offices  of 
supervisor,  township  clerk  and  inspector  of  elec- 
tions. In  religious  belief  he  is  a Methodist. 

FRANCIS  LIGHTFOOT  LEE,  one  of  the 
most  industrious  and  enterprising  agriculturists  of 
Preston  township,  is  a native  of  Wayne  county, 
born  in  1836,  and  reared  to  manhood  here.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Lee,  was  for  some  years 
a resident  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  but  in  pioneer 
days  removed  to  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  he 
reared  his  family  and  spent  his  remaining  years. 
He  had  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Jacob,  Philo,  Joseph,  Charity,  Mar- 
tin, John,  Luther,  Catharine,  William  and  Betsey. 

Jacob  Lee,  the  oldest  of  this  family,  and  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Cartwright,  Dela- 
ware Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  grew  to  manhood  in  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lorenda  Cordner.  Soon  afterward 
he  moved  to  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  and 
near  Waymart  purchased  a tract  of  wild  woodland, 
which  he  cleared  and  transformed  into  a good  farm, 
erecting  thereon  a log  house  and  barn.  After  four- 
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teen  years  spent  upon  that  place,  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Preston  township,  where  he  also  devel- 
oped a farm.  Disposing  of  his  property  in  1854- 
bought  133  acres  adjoining  our  subject’s  farm  in 
Preston  township,  and  there  made  his  home  until 
called  from  this  life  in  1891.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  in  1879.  I'1  their  family  were  twelve  chil- 
dren: Harriet  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Pew,  of 

Ithaca,  N.  Y.  (2)  David,  born  in  Wayne  county, 
married  Sarah  Woolheater,  of  New  York  State, 
and  lived  in  his  native  county,  where  he  died  in 
1866.  He  had  served  one  year  in  the  Civil  war. 
(3)  Sylva  married  Darius  Wheeler,  of  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  and  they  made  their  home  in  Wayne 
county  until  her  death.  (4)  Jacob  W.  wedded 
Mary’  Hill,  of  Michigan,  and  with  their  two  sons 
they  reside  in  Paw  Paw,  that  State.  (5)  Jerusha 

M.  is  the  wife  of  D.  P.  Bennett,  of  Delaware  county, 

N.  Y.  (6)  Gilbert  married  Ann  Brown,  of  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  some  years  ago,  leaving 
a widow.  (7)  John  S.  married  a Miss  Prentice,  of 
Scott  township,  W ayne  county,  and  with  their 
family  they  live  on  his  farm  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  (8)  Joel  D.  married  Mary  Hollett,  of  Ithaca, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  make  their  home  in  Lycoming 
county,  Penn.  (9)  Sophia  is  the  widow  of  John 
Boon,  of  Ithaca,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  she  still  lives  in  Ithaca  with  her 
son  and  daughter.  (10)  Samantha  died  in  child- 
hood. 

Francis  L.  Lee,  who  completes  the  family,  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  the  common  schools,  and  also 
received  instruction  in  the  common  English 
branches  from  Mrs.  James  Dunn,  a school  teacher, 
while  working  for  her  husband  during  his  boy- 
hood. Subsequently  he  was  employed  on  the  farm 
of  his  uncle,  Gilbert  Wheeler,  in  Luzerne  county, 
driving  a team  and  doing  other  work.  In  1859  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Woolheater,  of  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.,  and  after  his  marriage  bought 
a portion  of  the  old  homestead,  on  which  he  erected 
a house  and  barn,  and  made  many  other  useful  im- 
provements. Selling  his  place  in  1862,  he  removed 
tO'  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  in  a 
tannery  for  William  H.  Sherwood  for  nineteen 
years,  and  in  1891,  went  to  Lycoming  county, 
Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  jobbing  in  lumber  for 
four  years.  In  1895  he  bought  the  Manyon  farm 
of  100  acres  in  Pteston  township,  Wayne  county, 
on  which  he  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits. 

Mr.  Lee  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  died  in  1897,  leaving 
two  children  : (1)  Ida  B.,  born  in  Preston  town- 

ship, in  1862,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  Wayne  county,  and  married  Ernst  Tewilliger,  of 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Iver. 
They  live  on  her  father’s  homestead.  (2)  Elmer  E., 
born  in  October,  1863,  married  Martha  Small,  of 
Lewis  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  make  their  home  in 
Crawford  county,  Penn.,  where  he  is  employed  in 
a tannery.  Their  children  are  Elva  M.,  Earl,  Lizzie, 


Robert  E.,  Ernest  and  Joseph  E.  Religiously,  Mr. 
Lee  was  reared  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  politically  is  a Jacksonian  Democrat.  As  a 
poor  boy  with  only  a limited  education,  he  started 
out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  his 
career  proves  that  the  only  true  success  in  life  is 
that  which  is  accomplished  by  personal  effort  and 
industry.  He  is  now  the  possessor  of  a handsome 
property,  which  has  been  obtained  through  his  own 
unaided  exertions,  close  application  and  good  man- 
agement. 

MRS.  MARTHA  A.  SURPLICE,  whose 
home  is  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  is  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  most  highly-respected 
families  of  this  section  of  the  State.  Her  father, 
Abraham  Nye,  was  a native  of  Northampton  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  when  eighteen  years  of  age  coming  to 
Wayne  county  and  purchasing  property  in  Salem 
township,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  called  from  this  life.  He  wedded  Mary 
D.,  a daughter  of  Gabriel  and  Mary  (Acres)  Davis, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  at  Reading,  Penn., 
and  was  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Salem 
township,  having  located  there  when  his  nearest 
neighbor  was  six  miles  distant.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nye  were  born  three  children,  the  sons  being 
Hiram  N.,  born  in  Monroe  county,  who  was  killed 
in  the  Civil  war ; and  Philip,  who  died  in  Salem 
township. 

Mrs.  Surplice  was  born  in  Monroe  county, 
March  30,  1837,  and  on  April  16,  1861,  gave  her 
hand  in  marriage  to  William  Surplice,  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  a son  of  William  and  Mary  Surplice. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  located  at  Ledgedale,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  he  mani- 
fested his  loyalty  to  his  adopted  country  by  going 
to  the  front,  and  actively  participated  in  many 
severe  battles.  Being  captured  by  the  Rebels,  he 
was  confined  in  the  notorious  prison  pen  at  Ander- 
sonville,  and  died  from  lack  of  food,  neglect  and 
privations  of  every  kind.  Mrs.  Surplice  was  thus 
left  with  two  small  children : William  H.,  who  was 
born  April  16,  1862,  and  still  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead with  his  mother ; and  Abraham  N.,  who  was 
born  May  4,  1863,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years.  Politically  William  H.  Surplice  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party.  Both  mother  and 
son  have  many  warm  friends  throughout  the  com- 
munity, and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who 
know  them. 

JOSHUA  BURROWS,  a venerable  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Gibson  village,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  deserving  of  special  mention  in 
this  volume,  his  useful  life  furnishing  an  example 
well  worthy  of  emulation. 

Mr.  Burrows  comes  of  good  old  New  England 
stock,  his  ancestors  having  located  in  Connecticut 
at  an  early  day.  Elder  Silas  Burrows,  the  great- 
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grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  August  8, 
1741,  at  Groton,  Conn.,  and  died  December  22, 
1791.  He  was  a Baptist  minister  at  Groton,  Conn., 
and  his  home  still  stands,  commanding  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  and  extensive  views  on  the  coast. 
Among  the  various  points  to  be  seen  from  it  are  fif- 
teen towns ; four  counties ; three  States ; twenty 
islands ; part  of  the  city  of  New  London ; the  whole 
of  Stonington  borough ; Fort  Griswold ; and  the 
monument,  seven  light-houses,  besides  different 
rivers  and  bays.  At  the  storming  of  Fort  Griswold 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  women  and  children 
of  Groton  and  vicinity  fled  to  this  place,  and  from 
the  house  the  firing  of  each  gun  could  be  distinctly 
seen.  In  the  Groton  massacre  one  of  the  Burrows 
family  was  killed.  On  April  7,  1764,  Elder  Silas 
Burrows  married  Mary  Smith,  and  they  had  the 
following  children:  Silas,  born  March  14,  1765; 

Daniel,  October  28,  1766;  Roswell,  September  2, 
1768;  Enoch,  July  28,  1770;  Jabez,  April  13,  1772: 
Gilbert,  May  10,  1774;  Joshua,  January  10,  1779; 
Mary,  May  9,  1782;  Elizabeth,  August  9,  1786;  and 
Lucy,  who  died  December  15,  1786. 

Rev.  Daniel  Burrows,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  at  Groton  and  became  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  his  day,  being  a merchant  and 
manufacturer,  and  serving  acceptably  for  many 
years  as  a minister  in  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
was  also  a member  of  Congress  and  captain  in  the 
local  militia,  and  at  one  time  was  inspector  and 
surveyor  of  the  fort  at  Middletown,  Conn.  In  his 
later  years  he  met  with  financial  reverses  and  made 
an  assignment,  but  he  paid  his  debts  before  retiring. 
He  died  at  Southington,  Conn.,  where  he  and  his 
wife  were  buried.  On  December  16,  1782,  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Avery,  of  Groton,  Conn.,  who  was  born 
December  12,  1768.  They  had  a large  family  of 
children,  of  whom  Daniel  Burrows,  our  subject’s 
father,  was  the  eldest;  Silas,  born  October  11,  1790, 
died  in  Susquehanna  county;  Mary,  born  February 
15,  1793,  married  David  Tarbox,  and  died  in  Wayne 
county;  Gilbert,  born  January  15,  1795  (now  de- 
ceased), lived  at  Wilkesbarre,  Penn.,  where  he 
held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace;  Urbane, 
born  November  22,  1798,  died  in  Susquehanna 
county;  Francis  A.,  born  January  10,  1802,  died 
in  Ohio  City,  where  he  held  the  office  of  Mayor  at 
one  time;  Edward,  born  October  2,  1804,  died  in 
the  West;  Leonard,  born  July  2,  1807,  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.;  Elizabeth  A.,  born  August  14,  1811, 
married  Capt.  William  Clift,  a ship  owner,  and 
died  in  Stonington,  Conn.  Daniel  Burrows,  the 
father  of  bur  subject,  was  born  September  20,  1788, 
in  Tolland  county,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Hebron, 
Conn.,  October  23,  1828.  He  was  a merchant  and 
farmer  and  had  an  interest  in  certain  woolen  mills, 
and  just  prior  to  his  death  he  built  a paper  mill. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  a Methodist,  and  was  an 
active  worker  in  the  church  for  many  years.  He 
married  Olive  White,  who  was  born  in  the  western 
part  of  Rhode  Island,  and  died  in  Peoria,  111.,  in 
i860,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Her  father,  Joseph 


White,  removed  to  Hebron,  Conn.,  after  her  birth 
and  his  remaining  years  were  spent  there  in  farming 
in  connection  with  the  blacksmith’s  trade.  Her 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Clark,  was  also  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island.  Daniel  and  Olive  Burrows 
had  the  following  children : Lucretia,  widow  of 

William  French,  of  Lacon,  111.;  Louisa,  married 
James  G.  Doubier,  and  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
Joshua,  our  subject;  Gilbert,  who  is  in  the  real 
estate  business  at  Barto,  Florida ; Daniel,  a retired 
resident  of  Lacon,  111.,  who  was  formerly  chiel 
clerk  in  the  postoffice  at  Peoria,  111. ; Caroline,  who 
died  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  unmarried;  Jasper,  a well- 
known  journalist,  who  died  in  Baltimore,  Md. , he 
and  Dr.  E.  B.  Foot  published  the  first  daily  paper 
at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Joshua  Burrows  was  born  August  25,  1817,  at 
Hebron,  Conn.,  and  remained  at  the  home  farm 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  eleven  years,  when  his 
father's  death  occurred.  After  one  year  in  school 
at  Middletown,  Conn.,  he  spent  three  years  as  a 
clerk  in  a store  at  Gibson,  Penn.,  belonging  to  his 
uncle,  LYbane  Burrows,  and  he  then  returned  to 
Middletown  for  another  year  of  study.  Having 
decided  to  learn  the  cabinet  makers’  trade  he  went 
to  New  Haven  and  served  one  year  of  his  appren- 
ticeship, receiving  $25  for  that  time,  and  the  next 
two  years  worked  in  a shop  at  Middletown  at  $1.00 
per  day,  paying  $16  per  month  for  board  in  the 
meantime.  Later  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  and  in  February,  1838,  he  engaged  in 
business  on  his  own  account  in  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county — an  uncle  building  him  a 
shop.  In  1840  he  located  in  Pike  township,  Brad- 
ford county,  Penn.,  where  he  built  a shop  and  car- 
ried his  trade  in  connection  with  farming.  For 
eighteen  years  he  was  also  engaged  in  mercantile 
business,  and  on  retiring  he  sold  out  to  his  sons, 
William  and  Arthur.  Fie  continued  to  devote  much 
of  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  No- 
vember, 1881,  he  removed  to  his  present  homestead, 
although  he  still  owns  valuable  property  at  Stevens- 
ville,  Bradford  county,  including  a mill  and  exten- 
sive tracts  of  real  estate.  Politically  he  was  once 
a Republican,  and  is  now  independent,  but  will  vote 
for  Chicago  platform,  and  while  at  Stevensville 
he  served  four  years  as  postmaster  and  ten  years  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  not  identified  with  any 
religious  denomination.  Although  now  in  his 
eighty-third  year  he  enjoys  excellent  health,  the  fact 
showing  that  life  of  industry  tends  to  promote 
longevity. 

On  February  9,  1840,  Mr.  Burrows  was  mar- 
ried in  Pike  township,  Bradford  county,  to  his  first 
wife,  Harriet  C.  Bostwick,  who  was  born  in  that 
county,  in  1815,  and  died  in  December,  1877,  at 
Stevensville,  where  her  remains  are  interred.  Her 
parents,  Benajah  and  Mary  (Olmstead)  Bostwick, 
were  natives  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  but  were  early 
settlers  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.  Of  the  chil- 
dren of  this  union  : (1)  Mary  O.,  born  in  Septem- 
ber, 1840,  died  In  1865.  (2)  Francis  V.,  born  in 
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1842,  is  an  attorney  in  New  York  City.  (3)  George 
H.,  born  in  1844,  went  to  Outray,  Col.,  in  1879,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  mining  gold  and  silver.  He 
married  (first)  Nellie  Clifford,  and  (second)  Mary 
A.  Cochran.  (4)  William  C.,  born  in  1847,  married 
Sarah  Van  Gilder,  and  is  now  prospecting  in 
Alaska.  (5)  Arthur  B.,  born  in  1849,  is  a traveling 
salesman,  for  a Syracuse  (N.  Y.)  firm,  and  resides  at 
Stevensville,  Penn.  He  married  (first)  Mary  A. 
Devine,  and  (second)  Anna  Eliza  Lyon.  (6)  Gil- 
bert S.,  born  in  1853,  married  Lizzie  Massar,  and 
resides  at  Sunbury,  Penn.,  where  he  is  employed 
as  a reporter.  On  October  4,  1881,  Mr.  Burrows 
was  wedded  at  Lawrenceville,  Penn.,  to  his  second 
wife,  Miss  Dorcas  L.  Huzzey,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  by  Rev.  B.  P.  Taylor,  an  Episcopal  min- 
ister, and  a brother-in-law  of  the  bride.  She  is  a 
gifted  writer,  numerous  interesting  articles  from 
her  pen  having  appeared  in  the  periodicals  of  the 
day.  Her  family  is  well  known  in  Northumberland 
county,  Penn.,  her  birthplace,  her  grandparents, 
William  Hoffman  and  Ralph  Huzzey,  having  been 
among  the  early  settlers  of  that  section.  Richard- 
son Huzzey,  father  of  Mrs.  Burrows,  was  a native 
and  life-long  resident  of  Northumberland  county, 
and  for  some  years  was  a contractor  on  the  North 
Branch  canal.  He  died  in  1850,  aged  forty  years, 
and  his  wife,  Deborah  Hoffman,  who  was  a devout 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  survived  him 
many  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1877,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  The  remains  of  both  were 
interred  in  Northumberland  county.  Mrs.  Bur- 
rows was  the  youngest  of  a family  of  four  children, 
the  others  being:  Margaret,  who  married  Rev.  B. 
F.  Taylor,  an  Episcopal  minister,  and  died  in  1892 ; 
Mary,  who  married  G.  S.  Burr,  of  Northumberland, 
Penn. ; and  Deborah,  who  died  in  childhood. 

LUCIUS  C.  BARNES  (deceased)  was  an 
honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a leading 
agriculturist  of  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county, 
being  one  of  the  native  sons  of  the  county,  born  in 
Bethany,  April  10,  1836. 

Franklin  Barnes,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  on  reaching  manhood 
married  Miss  Julia  Howser,  who  was  born  on  the 
Delaware  river,  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  of  Dutch 
extraction.  Her  father  aided  the  Colonies  in 
achieving  their  independence,  as  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  To  Franklin  and  Julia  Barnes 
were  born  children  as  follows  : George,  deceased  ; 
Lucius  C. ; Frank ; two  daughters,  who  died  when 
young;  Lewis,  also  deceased ; and  Abram,  who  was 
one  of  the  boys  in  blue  during  the  Civil  war,  being 
a member  of  the  Sixty-seventh  P.  V.  I.,  and  now 
makes  his  home  in  Monroe  county,  this  State.  As 
a means  of  livelihood  the  father  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  gloves  and  mittens,  and  also  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a huckster.  His  political  sup- 
port was  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  died  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Wayne  county,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  his 


wife,  who  was  a faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  a most  estimable  woman,  passed  away 
at  the  same  age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  and  was  taught  lessons  of 
industry  and  honesty  in  the  home  circle,  receiving 
also  a fair  school  training.  Resolved  to  strike  a 
blow  in  defense  of  his  country,  he  enlisted,  in  Au- 
gust, 1862,  in  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-first  P.  V.  I.,  and  with  his  command  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chan- 
cellorsville.  He  was  wounded  by  a gunshot  in  the 
right  knee,  which  necessitated  the  use  of  crutches 
for  one  year,  and  on  June  16,  1864,  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Saterlee  Hospital,  West  Phila- 
delphia. It  was  some  time  after  his  return  home 
before  he  regained  his  usual  health  and  strength. 
Coming  to  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county,  in  1869, 
he  purchased  the  place  upon  which  he  resided  until 
his  death,  June  25,  1898.  It  is  a fine  farm  of  106 
acres,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which 
he  devoted  his  energies  with  most  gratifying  re- 
sults. Upon  the  place  is  a good  orchard,  a pleasant 
residence,  and  substantial  barns  and  outbuildings. 

On  the  present  farm  Mr.  Barnes  was  married, 
in  1858,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Haines,  a daughter  of  Ed- 
ward and  Grace  (Pettuck)  Haines,  who  were  born 
in  Cornwall,  England,  and  came  to  the  New  World 
in  1833,  locating  in  the  midst  of  the  forests  of 
Wayne  county,  Penn.  Four  years  later  they  re- 
moved to  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  our 
subject,  where  the  father  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  called  from  this  life,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  He  was  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics and  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  She  died 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years.  In  the 
family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  six  children,  as 
follows  : Jane,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  ; 
John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  months ; William, 
a resident  of  Wayne  county,  who  was  a member  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Heavy  Artillery  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war;  George,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes 
as  follows : Eddie  F.  died  at  the  age  of  three 

months ; George  W.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six 
years,  leaving  a widow ; Elma  J.  married  Alonzo  J. 
Spry,  and  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  leaving 
two  children,  Lizzie  and  Wesley  Barnes,  who  live 
with  their  grandmother;  Henry  A.  is  at  home; 
Julia  G.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Box,  of  White  Mills, 
Penn. ; Zenas  A.  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months  ; 
Rosa  C.  is  at  Shenandoah ; Alice  I.  is  the  wife  of 
Floyd  Decker,  of  Indian  Orchard;  Lizzie  M.  is  the 
wife  of  C.  E.  Richards,  of  Beach  Lake,  Penn. ; 
Kate  A.  is  the  wife  of  A.  H.  Ostrander,  of  Boyd's 
Mills,  Penn.;  Minnie  Maud  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Barnes  used  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup- 
port of  Republican  principles,  and  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  He  was  an 
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honored  member  of  Captain  James  Ham  Post,  No. 
198,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Honesdale.  Upright  and  honor- 
able in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  gained  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow  men,  and  his  genial,  pleasant 
manner  won  for  him  a host  of  warm  friends,  who 
appreciated  his  sterling  worth. 

LORENZO  DOW  BENSON.  If  the  names 
of  a few  prominent  residents  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty were  asked,  that  of  our  subject  would  be  in- 
cluded; if  the  limitation  were  made  to  Jackson 
township,  of  which  he  has  been  a lifelong  resident, 
his  name  would  rise  in  the  minds  of  all  who  were 
questioned.  His  is  a wonderful  record.  Since 
1856  he  has  served  continuously  as  justice  of  the 
peace — a service  it  might  be  difficult  to  parallel 
within  the  borders  of  the  State.  As  county  sur- 
veyor for  twelve  years,  he  has  known  familiarly 
the  entire  topography  of  Susquehanna  county.  His 
acquaintance  is  with  men  as  well  as  property,  and 
for  half  a century  he  has  been  a leading  spirit  in 
the  public  affairs  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in 
Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Decem- 
ber 30,  1824,  a son  of  Hosea  and  Anna  (Aldrich) 
Benson,  natives  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  who  in  1813 
migrated  with  their  two  eldest  children  to  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Hosea  Benson  was  the  son  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Ballou)  Benson,  and  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  followed  his  son  to  the 
wilds  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  settled  on  a 
neighboring  farm. 

John  Benson  reared  a family  of  five  children. 
Of  these  Hosea,  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
eldest.  (2)  John  was  born  in  1796,  and  when  a 
young  man  migrated  to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  where  he 
died,  leaving  one  daughter — Alfa — and  two  sons — 
Lewis  and  Emerson.  (3)  Job  came,  when  a boy, 
with  his  parents  to  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  married  Miss  Phila  Aldrich,  and 
cleared  up  a farm  in  Jackson  township.  His  five 
children  were  Elliott,  a resident  of  Jackson ; Am- 
brose, a resident  of  Binghamton  ; William,  of  Mary- 
ville, Cal. ; James,  of  Arizona  ; and  Angeline,  widow 
of  Dr.  Filewood,  of  Susquehanna.  (4)  James,  born 
in  New  Hampshire,  married  Miss  Anna  Durkee, 
and  settled  on  the  old  Benson  homestead ; their 
children  were:  John  W.,  of  Jackson;  James  D., 
who  settled  near  the  old  home ; Eunice,  wife  of  Sid- 
ney E.  Morse,  of  Jackson;  Margaret,  widow  of 
Edward  Chandler,  of  Jackson ; and  Anna  Eliza, 
deceased  wife  of  Henry  Barnard,  of  Jackson.  (5) 
Lewis,  born  in  New  Hampshire,  married  Maria 
Warner,  of  Montrose,  and  settled  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, where  he  died,  leaving  four  children — William, 
a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Fred,  of  Jackson 
township ; Warner,  of  Jackson  township ; and 
Minerva,  wife  of  Sidney  Estabrook,  of  Jackson 
township. 

Hosea  Benson  settled  in  the  southern  part  of 
Jackson  township,  where  he  cleared  up  a farm  of 
200  acres.  He  prospered,  erected  good  buildings, 
and  made  one  of  the  finest  farms  of  the  county. 


There  he  remained  engaged  in  the  work  of  a 
pioneer  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1867, 
when  he  was  aged  seventy-eight  years.  His  worthy 
wife,  Anna  Aldrich,  died  in  1845.  Hosea  Benson 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Jackson  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  for  many  years  was  one  of 
its  most  active  and  prominent  workers.  In  politics 
he  was  a Henry  Clay  Whig.  He  filled  many  of 
the  local  offices,  and  was  a leading  and  influential 
citizen.  The  family  of  Hosea  and  Anna  (Aldrich) 
Benson  consisted  of  ten  children,  namely:  (1) 

Austin,  who  married  Betsy  Manzer,  of  Jackson, 
settled  in  that  township  and  died  in  1897,  aged 
eighty-four  years.  His  children  were  Hosea  M., 
a merchant  of  Jackson  Corners ; Philander  K.,  a 
farmer  of  Jackson;  T.  K.,  and  Nelson  C.,  of  Scran- 
ton; Mary,  deceased  wife  of  N.  K.  Low,  of  Jack- 
son  ; and  Nathaniel  A.,  of  Susquehanna.  (2)  Maria, 
the  second  child  of  Hosea  and  Anna  Benson,  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire.  She  married  Elisha 
Brown,  and  died,  leaving  the  following  children  : 
F.  D.,  of  Jackson;  Cynthia,  wife  of  Rev.  Frank  D. 
Larrabee,  a Methodist  minister,  of  Thompson;  H. 
S.  and  L.  D.,  of  Jackson;  Amanda,  wife  of  R.  F. 
Howard,  of  Thompson  township ; Estelle,  widow  of 
Judge  E.  P.  Strong,  of  Starrucca ; and  A.  W.,  of 
Starrucca.  (3)  Sophia,  the  first  female  born  in 
Jackson  township,  married  H.  Houghton,  of  Jack- 
son,  by  whom  she  has  four  children : Emory,  of 
Susquehanna ; N.  A.,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
Jerome,  of  Jackson;  and  Anna  M.,  wife  of  George 
Starkweather,  of  Susquehanna.  Mrs.  Sophia 
Houghton,  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband, 
married  O.  S.  Brigham.  (4)  Amanda  married 
Henry  Jenkins,  of  Thompson,  and  died,  leaving  one 
son — C.  B.  Jenkins,  of  Thompson.  (5)  Lorenzo 
D.,  our  subject,  is  spoken  of  farther  on.  (6) 
Anna  E.,  now  widow  of  A.  R.  Moxley,  of 
Boone,  la.,  has  five  children — Anna,  wife  of  Harry 
Dilsworth,  of  Des  'Moines,  la. ; Byron,  of  Boone, 
la.;  John,  also  of  Boone;  and  William  and  Jesse, 
of  Iowa.  (7)  Leander  C.  married  Ellen  S.  Birdsell, 
of  Jackson,  and  is  now  a contractor  and  builder  of 
Susquehanna.  He  had  three  children — Herbert,  of 
Denver,  Col. ; George,  of  Susquehanna,  and  Ed- 
ward S.,  who  died  a few  years  ago,  a very  popular 
and  talented  young  physician  of  Jackson.  (8)  Arza 
M.  married  Lodenia  Davis,  of  Jackson,  and  is  a 
manufacturer  of  machinery  at  Cleveland,  O.  He 
has  two  daughters — Minnie,  wife  of  George  Fas- 
burg,  cashier  of  a Cleveland  bank,  and  Cora  G., 
wife  of  Harry  Shupe,  of  Cleveland.  (9)  Charlotte, 
deceased  wife  of  Luman  Foster,  of  Jackson,  had 
four  children — Anna,  wife  of  Warren  Livingston, 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; William  H.,  of  Susque- 
hanna ; Gertrude,  wife  of  Allen  Collins,  of  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn. ; and  Martha,  wife  of  Everett  Ely,  of 
Jackson.  (10)  Caroline,  born  in  Jackson,  married 
J.  A.  Bingham,  and  had  three  children — Charles, 
now  deceased ; A.  S.,  of  Jackson ; and  Gertrude,, 
wife  of  C.  C.  Brookstaver. 

Lorenzo  Dow  Benson  received  his  early  edu- 
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cation  in  the  district  schools,  and  later  in  the 
academy  at  Gibson.  He  remained  on  the  farm 
through  his  youth,  working  in  a wooden-ware  fac- 
tory operated  by  his  father.  In  1847  he  married 
Miss  Emeline  Dougherty,  daughter  of  William  and 
Sallie  (Tarbox)  Dougherty,  old  settlers  of  Jackson 
township.  She  was  born  in  1825,  and  received  her 
education  in  the  towns  of  Jackson  and  Gibson.  Her 
father,  a tanner  by  trade,  followed  farming  in  later 
life  and  died  in  Jackson  township  in  i860,  his  wife 
passing  away  in  1856.  The  four  children  of  Will- 
iam and  Sallie  (Tarbox)  Dougherty  were  : Harriet, 
deceased  wife  of  Adin  B.  Larrabee,  of  Jackson 
township ; Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Georg'e  Mahew, 
of  Honesdale ; Nancy,  wife  of  Peter  J.  Conyne,  of 
Binghamton;  and  Emeline,  wife  of  our  subject. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Benson  settled  on  the 
farm  which  he  still  occupies,  purchasing  two  ad- 
joining properties  and  making  a most  pleasant 
home.  In  his  youth  he  acquired  the  profession  of 
surveying,  which  he  followed  with  marked  success 
through  life.  During  the  entire  past  twelve  years 
he  has  served  as  county  surveyor  to  the  complete 
satisfaction  of  his  wide  constituency.  He  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1856,  and  has  con- 
tinuously filled  that  judicial  position  to  the  present 
time.  He  has  also  filled  many  of  the  minor  local 
offices,  including  those  of  treasurer,  school  director 
and  collector.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been 
born  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter — 
Le  Grand,  Frank  A.,  and  Maria.  Le  Grand  was 
born  in  1849,  and  after  a good  education  became 
salesman  for  Judge  Strong  in  a store  at  Starrucca. 
Later  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  the  Erie  rail- 
road office  at  Susquehanna,  resigning  that  position 
to  become  cashier  and  manager  for  a wood  working 
firm  at  Cleveland,  O.  Returning  to  Susquehanna 
two  years  later  he  accepted  a clerkship  in  the  City 
National  Bank,  and  six  years  ago  was  promoted  to 
the  post  of  cashier,  which  position  he  still  holds. 
He  first  married  Miss  Cora  Thomas,  of  Lanesboro, 
daughter  of  Edgar  Thomas,  an  old  and  prominent 
settler  of  Susquehanna  county.  She  died,  leaving 
one  son,  Friend  E.,  a graduate  of  the  State  College 
of  Centre  county,  and  now  a civil  engineer  of  El- 
mira, N.  Y.  For  his  second  wife,  Le  Grand  Benson 
married  Amelia  Eckroth,  of  Mifflin  county,  who 
bore  him  two  children — Ida  and  W.  Scott,  both 
students  of  the  public  schools.  Frank  A.  Benson, 
the  second  son  of  our  subject,  is  now  chief  clerk 
in  the  Erie  railroad  office  at  Elmira,  and  a popular 
young  man.  He  married  Miss  Agnes  Wilson,  of 
Elmira,  and  has  two  children — Teresa  and  Maria. 
The  only  daughter  of  our  subject,  Maria,  was  a 
graduate  of  the  High  school  of  Mansfield,  Penn., 
and  for  several  years  was  one  of  the  successful 
teachers  of  her  county.  She  married  George  T. 
Rymer,  of  Susquehanna,  and  died  in  1876,  leaving 
no  family. 

Politically  Mr.  Benson  has  always  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  Freedom  Lodge,  No.  328,  F.  & 


A.  M.,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  living  Masons  in 
the  county.  For  thirty-three  years  he  was  also 
active  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Himself  and  wife  are 
attendants  and  liberal  supporters  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  though  he  himself  is  not  a mem- 
ber. Throughout  his  long  and  successful  career  he 
has  ever  displayed  a commendable  public  spirit, 
and  by  his  comprehensive  grasp  of  affairs  has  been 
a leader  in  political  and  social  life. 

L.  E.  WARNER,  who  owns  and  operates  a 
good  farm  in  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  has  distinguished  himself  as  one  of  its  most 
active  and  enterprising  citizens,  was  born  in  that 
township  in  i860,  a son  of  Edward  W.  and  Eunice 
E.  (Washburn)  Warner.  The  birth  of  the  father 
occurred  in  the  same  township,  in  1837,  but  the 
paternal  grandparents,  Edward  and  Elizabeth  War- 
ner, were  natives  of  England.  They  emigrated  to 
the  New  World  at  an  early  day  and  took  up  their 
residence  in  Ararat  township,  where  in  the  midst  of 
the  forest  the  grandfather  opened  up  a farm.  He 
once  returned  to  England  on  a visit  and  has  crossed 
the  ocean  four  times.  He  is  still  living  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-six  years,  and  now  makes  his 
home  in  Thompson,  Susquehanna  county,  but  his 
wife  died  some  years  ago  in  Ararat  township.  Their 
children  were:  Francis,  who  enlisted  in  the  Civil 

war,  was  taken  ill  and  died  of  typhoid  fever  during 
his  service  ; Edward  W.,  father  of  our  subject ; Mrs. 
Harriet  Barrett,  a resident  of  Illinois;  Mrs.  Sophia 
Slocum,  who  died  in  Jackson  township;  Mrs.  Ara- 
bella Salisbury,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Mrs. 
Ellen  Messenger,  of  Thompson,  Penn. 

Edward  W.  Warner  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Ararat  township,  and  throughout  life  followed 
farming,  buying  the  old  homestead,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully operated  for  many  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  that  township,  in  1858,  to  Miss  Eunice  E. 
Washburn,  a native  of  the  township  and  a daughter 
of  Lyman  and  Rodexie  (Sparks)  Washburn,  both 
now  deceased.  They  were  born  in  this  State  and 
were  prominent  pioneers  of  Ararat  township. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner: 
L.  E.,  our  subject ; Frances,  now  the  wife  of  Albert 
Stone,  of  Ararat  township;  and  Ernest  M.,  who  is 
married  and  resides  on  the  home  farm  with  his 
mother.  The  father  died  in  1894.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  was  one  of  the  highly  esteemed 
and  honored  citizens  of  his  community. 

The  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  L.  E.  Warner 
passed  on  the  home  farm  and  he  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a farmer, 
and  to  that  occupation  he  has  since  devoted  his 
energies  with  good  results.  In  February,  1894,  be 
purchased  his  present  farm,  which  he  is  now  suc- 
cessfully carrying  on.  In  Ararat  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  he  was  married  in  1878,  to  Miss 
Ida  B.  Manzer,  a native  of  Gibson  township,  and  a 
daughter  of  S.  H.  and  Ophelia  (Howell)  Manzer, 
prominent  citizens  of  Gibson,  where  they  still  re- 
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side.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  have  been  born 
two  children,  Lulu  and  Nina.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Warner  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  now  most 
capably  and  acceptably  filling  the  office  of  township 
auditor.  He  receives  and  merits  the  high  regard  of 
his  fellow  citizens  and  has  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  throughout  the  county. 

ANDREW  HOUCK  stands  second  to  none 
among  the  well-to-do  farmers  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens of  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county.  As  a 
judicious  tiller  of  the  soil  he  has  met  with  success, 
and  as  a man  and  citizen  he  holds  a good  position 
among  his  neighbors.  The  improvements  upon  his 
place  are  of  a substantial  character,  and  everything 
about  the  farm  denotes  prosperity  and  thrift.  He 
has  been  quite  prominently  identified  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  as- 
sisted materially  in  the  development  of  his  section 
of  the  county. 

Mr.  Houck  was  born  February  io,  1837,  in 
Upper  Mt.  Bethel  township,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn.  There  hjs  grandfather,  Abram  Houck,  who 
served  as  quartermaster  in  the  war  of  1812,  made 
his  home  for  many  years,  engaged  in  farming.  He 
died  April  6,  1854,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years, 
nine  months  and  six  days,  and  his  wife  died  April 
12,  1850,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  five 
months  and  four  days. 

George  Houck,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a na- 
tive of  Northampton  county,  and  on  reaching  man’s 
estate  was  there  married  to  Miss  Frances  Kertz, 
who  was  born  near  Portland,  Northampton  county, 
a daughter  of  Andrew  Kertz.  Subsequently  they 
removed  to  Monroe  county,  locating  in  Stroud 
township,  where  Mr.  Houck  cleared  and  developed 
a farm.  There  both  he  and  his  wife  died,  the  for- 
mer June  2,  1874,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years 
and  nine  days,  the  latter  June  15,  1873,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  years,  two  months  and  one  day. 
Of  the  nine  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  six 
are  still  living:  Harriet,  born  August  9,  1827,  is 

the  widow  of  Louis  Precell,  and  lives  in  New  Jer- 
sey; John,  born  March  3,  1831,  makes  his  home 
in  East  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county ; Angeline, 
born  December  21,  1832,  is  the  widow  of  Jacob 
Row,  and  a resident  of  East  Stroudsburg ; Andrew, 
our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  Sarah 
Jane,  born  July  28,  1839,  is  the  wife  of  Amos  Cus- 
tard, of  Kansas ; and  Almira,  born  September  7, 
1844,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Thompson,  a telegraph 
operator  in  New  York. 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  a lad  of  ten 
years  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  began 
following  lumbering,  which  he  continued  several 
years.  Coming  to  Jackson  township  in  1877,  he 
purchased  fifty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  later 
added  a tract  of  wild  land,  comprising  eighty  acres. 
He  now  has  about  seventy  acres,  cleared  and  under 
excellent  cultivation.  He  has  bought  and  sold  sev- 


eral tracts  at  different  times,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  180  acres,  a portion  of  which  is  covered  with 
a fine  growth  of  timber.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  is  still  engaged  in  lumbering.  He 
has  remodeled  his  residence,  built  barns  and  other 
outbuildings,  and  made  many  other  useful  im- 
provements, which  add  greatly  to  the  value  and 
attractive  appearance  of  the  place. 

In  Stroud  township,  September  6,  1862,  Mr. 
Houck  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine 
Neyhart,  who  was  born  December  13,  1840,  one  of 
a family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  still 
living.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and  Lucy  (Kintz) 
Neyhart,  were  both  natives  of  Monroe  county,  the 
former  born  in  Stroud  township,  the  latter  in  Ham- 
ilton township.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  town- 
ship. His  parents,  George  and  Anne  (Alabach) 
Neyhart,  were  probably  born  in  the  same  township, 
and  there  they  made  their  home  throughout  life. 
Mrs.  Houck’s  maternal  grandparents,  Melcher  and 
Christiana  Kintz,  were  natives  of  Hamilton  town- 
ship. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  in  order  of  birth  as  follows : Samuel  Orin, 

born  December  26,  1863,  died  January  31,  1864; 
Edwin  E.  is  a carpenter,  living  in  Scranton,  Penn.; 
Martha  is  the  wife  of  Franklin  Metzgar,  of  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county;  Nettie  Jane  is  the  wife 
of  Eugene  Heller,  of  Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe 
county;  Joseph  S.  is  a farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  Monroe  county;  Elmer  is  a farmer  of 
Jackson  township;  and  Irvin  and  John  S.  are  both 
at  home.  Mr.  Houck  is  an  earnest  and  consistent 
Christian,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon,  class- 
leader,  trustee  and  Sunday-school  teacher.  By  his 
ballot  he  usually  supports  the  Democratic  party, 
but  is  somewhat  independent  in  politics.  Mrs. 
Houck  passed  away  June  11,  1899;  she,  too,  was  a 
devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

FRED  D.  WRIGHTER  is  an  enterprising 
and  wide-awake  business  man  and  a public-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen  of  Thompson  township,  and 
he  certainly  is  entitled  to  prominent  mention  in  the 
history  of  Susquehanna  county,  where  his  entire 
life  has  been  passed.  He  was  born  in  the  township 
where  he  still  makes  his  home,  in  January,  1854, 
and  is  the  only  child  born  to  Cornelius  and  Hannah 
A.  (Salmon)  Wrighter.  The  birth  of  the  father  oc- 
curred in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1802,  but  in 
early  life  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
where  he  married  Miss  Harriet  R.  Simons.  After 
living  for  some  years  in  Thompson  township  they 
removed  to  Herrick  township,  where  the  wife  died. 
By  that  union  the  following  children  were  born  : 
Harly  Ann,  wife' of  William  A.  Nugent,  of  Susque- 
hanna ; Elmer,  who  is  married  and  engaged  in 
blacksmithing  in  Susquehanna ; Olive,  wife  of  Lu- 
man  Sanford,  of  Thompson  borough ; Lydia,  wife 
of  George  D.  Tallman,  of  New  Milford,  Susque- 
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hanna  county;  Frances,  wife  of  W.  P.  Tallman,  of 
Thompson  borough  ; Henry,  a resident  of  Lester- 
shire,  N.  Y.,  and  a leading  stockman  of  that  place; 
and  Alva,  who  died  young.  All  those  married  have 
families.  Henry  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and 
as  he  lost  the  sight  of  both  eyes  while  in  the  service 
of  his  country  he  now  draws  the  largest  pension 
of  any  veteran  in  his  State,  $72  Per  nionth  and  $16,- 
ooo  back  pay.  In  1853  Cornelius  Wrighter  married 
Miss  Hannah  A.  Salmon,  who  was  born  in  Bloom- 
ingbury,  N.  Y.,  in  1816,  a daughter  of  Benona  and 
Susan  M.  (McGlaughlin)  Salmon,  who  died  in 
Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  The  only  child  born 
of  this  union  was  our  subject.  Selling  his  property 
in  Herrick  township,  the  father  removed  to  a farm 
near  Wrighter’s  Pond  after  his  second  marriage, 
and  after  living  there  for  some  time  bought  a farm 
in  Gibson  township,  but  a year  later  disposed  of  that 
place  and  returned  to  Thompson  township  and  pur- 
chased another  farm.  With  the  exception  of  the 
last  one  he  erected  buildings  on  all  the  farms  he 
owned.  His  wife  died  in  1882,  and  he  departed  this 
life  in  March,  1886.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat. 
He  was  made  supervisor  of  the  Belmont  turnpike 
by  the  State  authorities,  and  also  held  other  local 
offices  of  honor  and  trust. 

During  his  boyhood  Fred  D.  Wrighter  was  a 
student  in  the  district  schools  of  Thompson  town- 
ship. He  remained  with  his  parents  and  during  the 
latter  years  of  his  father’s  life  had  charge  of  the 
home  farm.  In  September,  1874,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura  E.  Foster,  of  Thomp- 
son, a daughter  of  James  H.  and  Mary  A.  (Mosier) 
Foster,  natives  of  Albany  county,  N.  Y.  She  was 
born  in  Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
in  May,  1853,  but  was  only  three  years  old  when 
taken  by  her  parents  to  Thompson  township,  where 
she  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  district  schools. 
There  her  parents  both  died,  and  she  is  now  the 
only  one  of  the  family  living.  Julia  married  Adel- 
bert  Ely,  of  Thompson,  and  died,  leaving  one  son, 
Julian  A.,  now  a resident  of  Michigan  ; and  Lucius 
died  in  childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wrighter  have 
one  son,  Russell  J.,  a bright  scholarly  boy,  who 
was  born  in  Thompson,  in  October,  1885,  and  is 
now  a student  in  the  graded  schools  of  that  place. 

After  residing  on  the  old  homestead  for  one 
year  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Wrighter  sold  the  place 
and  purchased  the  Joel  Lamb  farm  in  Thompson 
township,  where  he  still  resides,  and  on  which  he 
has  made  many  useful  and  valuable  improvements. 
The  Democratic  party  has  always  found  in  him  a 
stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  on  the  party 
ticket  he  has  been  elected  to  several  public  posi- 
tions, the  duties  of  which  he  most  faithfully  and 
conscientiously  discharged.  He  served  as  town- 
ship auditor  for  nine  years,  constable  and  collec- 
tor for  two  years  each,  assessor  six  years,  and  is 
school  director  at  the  present  time.  He  and  his 
wife  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  holds  membership  in  Thompson  Lodge,  No.  866, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  always  been  quite  prominent 


and  influential  in  local  affairs  and  is  very  popular 
in  both  business  and  social  circles,  while  his  home 
is  noted  for  its  generous  hospitality  and  good  cheer. 

A.  C.  BRINK,  farmer,  of  Springville  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Lacka- 
wanna county,  Penn.,  April  10,  1847,  and  has  made 
his  home  in  Susquehanna  county  since  the  age  of 
ten  years.  His  grandfather  William  Brink,  who 
was  probably  a native  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  took 
an  active  part  in  the  war  of  1812.  In  early  life  he 
married  Miss  Kesiah  Wood,  and  they  made  their 
home  for  some  years  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn., 
where  he  followed  farming  until  his  death.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  B.  A.  and  C.  W.,  both 

deceased ; J.  S.,  a resident  of  Mill  City,  Penn. ; A. 

K. ,  father  of  our  subject;  John,  who  died  when  a 
young  man  ; Harris,  Dewitt,  Silas  and  James,  all 
deceased ; Betsy,  widow  of  Isaiah  De  Silvev,  of 
Wyoming  county;  Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  Ja- 
cob Bond,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; and  Fannie, 
deceased  wife  of  Thomas  Mitten. 

A.  K.  Brink,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Newton  township,  Lackawanna  Co., 
Penn.,  and  was  there  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Matilda  Baker,  a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Bolson)  Baker.  After  his  marriage  he  fol- 
lowed farming  in  Falls  township,  Wyoming  county, 
until  our  subject  was  ten  years  of  age,  and  then 
came  to  Susquehanna  county.  He  first  purchased 
land  in  Lathrop  township,  and  after  residing 
thereon  for  seven  years  he  sold  the  place  and  came 
to  Springville  township,  where  he  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  called  from  this 
life.  On  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
he  joined  its  ranks,  but  after  serving  for  two  years 
in  the  Civil  war  he  became  a stanch  Democrat. 
Many  of  the  Brink  family  were  among  the  boys  in 
blue  during  that  struggle.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, and  in  religious  connection,  of  the 
Evangelical  Church,  and  he  was  one  of  the  most 
public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. He  served  as  school  director,  but  never 
cared  for  political  honors.  His  widow  now  resides 
with  our  subject.  To  them  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, namely : W.  R.,  who  was  a soldier  in  the 

Civil  war,  and  is  now  a resident  of  Laurens,  N.  Y. ; 

L.  L.,  a railroad  employe,  who  died  in  Ravena, 

N.  Y.,  in  August,  1897;  A.  C.,  our  subject;  Mahala, 
wife  of  M.  B.  Johnson,  of  Springville  township; 
B.  F.,  also  a resident  of  that  township;  C.  D.  and 

O.  C.,  both  farmers  of  Dimock  township,  Susque- 
hanna county ; and  Jerusha,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject  re- 
ceived only  the  advantages  of  a common-school 
education,  and  he  remained  upon  the  home  farm, 
assisting  in  its  work,  until  twenty-nine  years  of  age. 
He  bought  130  acres  of  wild  land  in  Springville 
township,  of  which  he  has  since  cleared  about  100 
acres,  in  connection  with  its  cultivation  also  operat- 
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ing  the  old  homestead.  He  raises  both  sheep  and 
cattle,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  dairy  business, 
keeping  twelve  cows.  Mr.  Brink  is  well  informed 
on  topics  of  general  interest,  and  the  leading  ques- 
tions and  issues  of  the  day,  and  uniformly  votes  the 
Republican  ticket.  For  three  years  he  efficiently 
served  as  school  director  of  his  district.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Grange,  and  supports  and  attends 
the  Evangelical  Church. 

On  December  24,  1876,  Mr.  Brink  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  R.  Strickland,  who  was 
born  December  20,  1853,  a daughter  of  Elisha  and 
Margaret  (Bond)  Strickland,  of  whom  extended 
mention  is  made  elsewhere.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brink  have  been  born  four  children  : Homer  L., 

born  September  29,  1877,  who  is  now  connected 
with  the  American  Horse  Shoe  Works,  at  Phillips- 
burg,  N.  J. ; Dolly  and  Frederick,  both  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  and  Wade,  born  September  15, 
1886,  who  is  at  home. 

LE  GRAND  BENSON,  cashier  of  the  City 
National  Bank,  at  Susquehanna,  is  deserving  of 
special  mention  in  any  volume  which  aims  to  pre- 
sent an  account  of  the  leading  men  of  this  section. 
As  a financier  he  has  won  a high  reputation,  and 
his  ability  is  a recognized  factor  in  the  success  of 
the  bank  with  which  he  is  associated.  The  institu- 
tion was  organized  in  1884  with  a capital  of  $50,000, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  safest  establishments 
•of  the  kind  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Benson  comes  of  good  New  England  stock 
and  his  paternal  grandfather,  Hosea  Benson,  came 
to  Susquehanna  at  an  early  day  with  his  wife, 
Anna  (Aldrich)  Benson,  and  two  children,  and  set- 
tled in  Jackson  township,  where  he  bought  a large 
tract  of  land.  By  occupation  he  was  a cooper,  and 
a machine  for  manufacturing  staves,  which  was 
invented  by  him,  is  in  general  use  at  the  present 
time.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen  and  a consis- 
tent member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  while  po- 
litically he  affiliated  with  the  Whig  party.  His  life 
was  extended  to  three  score  and  ten  years,  but  his 
wife  died  when  comparatively  young.  They  had 
the  following  children:  Austin,  who  died  in  1897, 
in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four;  Maria,  wife  of  Elisha  Brown, 
of  the  same  township ; Sophia,  (Mrs.  Orville  Brig- 
ham) who  was  the  first  female  born  in  Jackson 
township;  Amanda,  who  married  Henry  Jenkins, 
of  Thompson  township,  and  died  in  the  winter  of 
1897;  Lorenzo  D.,  our  subject’s  father;  Anna  E., 
(Mrs.  Almon  Moxley)  of  Boone,  Iowa;  Leander 
C.,  a contractor  at  Susquehanna  county ; and  Azra 
M.,  a manufacturer  at  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Charlotte, 
deceased  wife  of  Luman  Foster,  of  Jackson ; and 
Caroline,  wife  of  James  Bingham,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship. 

L.  D.  Benson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  December  30,  1824,  in  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
for  a time  followed  the  cooper’s  trade.  He  also 


studied  surveying  and  was  county  surveyor  for 
about  twelve  years.  For  forty  years  he  has  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, where  he  resides  upon  a fine  farm.  Politically 
he  is  a steadfast  Republican,  having  joined  in  the 
abolition  movement  in  the  days  of  Fremont,  and 
socially  he  is  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  While  he  is  not  a church 
member  he  is  interested  in  all  that  concerns  the  wel- 
fare of  his  community,  and  as  a citizen  he  is  held 
in  hisrh  esteem.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Emeline  Dougherty,  was  born  October  25,  1825, 
in  Salem,  Wayne  county,  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Sally  (Tarbox)  Dougherty.  Our  subject  was 
the  eldest  in  a family  of  three  children,  the  others 
being : Maria,  who  married  George  Rymer  and 

died,  leaving  no  children,  and  Frank  A.,  who  is  a 
clerk  in  the  shops  of  the  Erie  R.  R.  at  Elmira,  N. 
Y.,  and  who  married  Miss  Agnes  Wilson,  by  whom 
he  has  two  children — Theresa  and  Maria. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  26,  1849,  at  the  old 
home  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  his  education  was  begun  in  the  public  schools 
and  at  Gibson  Academy,  and  he  began  his  busi- 
ness career  as  a clerk  in  a grocery  store  at  Susque- 
hanna. He  also  clerked  for  a time  at  Starrucca, 
and  afterwards  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  kept 
the  books  in  a planing  mill  and  sash  factory.  On 
his  return  to  his  native  county  he  was  employed 
for  some  time  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  super- 
intendent of  motive  power  for  the  Erie  Road  at 
Susquehanna,  and  then  he  was  transferred  to  the 
main  offices  of  the  Company  in  New  York  City,  re- 
turning later  to  the  office  at  Susquehanna.  A few 
years  were  then  spent  in  Cleveland  with  an  uncle, 
when  he  came  back  to  Susquehanna  to  take  a 
clerkship  in  the  City  National  Bank,  in  which  he 
was  promoted  six  years  ago  to  the  post  of  cashier. 
In  1872  he  married  his  first  wife,  Miss  Cora  Thomas, 
a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  died  in  1881, 
leaving  one  child — Friend  E.  In  1885  Mr.  Benson 
married  Miss  Amelia  Eckroth,  by  whom  he  has 
had  two  children — Ida  and  Winfield  Scott.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a firm  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  also  belongs  to  various  fraternities,  includ- 
ing Freedom  Lodge  No.  328,  Jackson,  Penn.,  F. 
& A.  M.,  Susquehanna  Chapter,  No.  276,  and  St. 
Andrews  Commandery,  No.  76,  K.  T.,  at  Susque- 
hanna. 

ISAAC  LEWIS  PERRINE.  Men  of  ability, 
forceful  character  and  enterprise,  leave  their  im- 
press upon  the  world,  written  in  such  indelible 
characters  that  time  is  powerless  to  obliterate  their 
memory,  or  to  sweep  it  from  the  minds  of  men. 
Their  commendable  acts  live  long  after  they  have 
passed  from  the  scene  of  their  earthly  careers. 

Mr.  Perrine  was  one  of  the  strong  characters 
who  became  an  important  part  of  the  business  life 
of  Susquehanna,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  and 
influential  citizens  of  that  place.  He  was  born  in 
Bridgewater,  Susquehanna  county,  May  10,  1833, 
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and  died  in  Susquehanna  April  3,  1879.  His  father, 
Henry  Perrine,  a native  of  Plymouth,  N.  J.,  fol- 
lowed the  tanner’s  trade  in  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
for  some  time,  and  in  1850  came  to  Susquehanna, 
where  he  conducted  a grocery  store  and  meat  mar- 
ket. In  Plymouth,  N.  J.,  he  married  Beulah  B. 
Wright,  who  was  a distant  relative  of  Lord  Arney, 
of  England,  and  a daughter  of  Mary  (Arney) 
Wright,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  who  died  in  Phila- 
delphia. The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Lewis  Perrine,  a native  of  France,  came  to  America 
at  an  early  day,  and  located  in  New  Jersey,  where 
he  lived  retired,  being  quite  wealthy.  Upon  a farm 
which  he  owned  near  Trenton  was  fought  a noted 
battle  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Our  subject 
was  fifth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a family  of  six 
children,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Mary  Ann, 

born  November  10,  1820,  died  in  1878,  unmarried; 
Abel  K.,  born  December  29,  1821,  is  now  employed 
in  the  Erie  shops  at  Susquehanna;  Hannah,  born 
January  2,  1824,  is  a resident  of  Susquehanna; 
Martha,  born  July  12,  1832,  was  drowned,  March 
1 2,  1834;  and  Jeremiah  W.,  born  November  7, 
1837,  a farmer,  died  in  Bellville,  Texas. 

Isaac  L.  Perrine  was  employed  as  clerk  in  his 
father’s  grocery  store  in  Susquehanna  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  then  entered  the  service  of  the 
Erie  Railroad  Co.,  as  car  sealer,  being  soon  pro- 
moted to  ticket  agent,  which  position  he  held  for 
several  years,  after  which  he  became  head  clerk, 
serving  as  such  for  many  years  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  also  agent  for  the  Adams  Ex- 
press Co.,  and  owned  a grist  mill,  sash  and  blind 
factory  at  Lanesboro,  which  he  rented,  as  he  did  not 
have  time  to  operate  them  himself.  He  was  an  en- 
ergetic and  progressive  business  man,  of  known 
reliability,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men 
of  the  community.  Politically  he  was  a supporter 
of  the  Republican  party. 

On  December  21,  1859,  111  Susquehanna,  Mr. 
Perrine  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Mills,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  three  children : Charles  L.,  a me- 
chanical draughtsman,  married  Catherine  D.  Lane, 
of  Oakland,  Penn.,  and  died  in  July,  1893  1 Welling 
M.  is  mentioned  below;  Isaac  L.  died  at  the  age 
of  six  years. 

Welling  M.  Perrine  was  born  in  Susquehanna, 
October  8,  1866,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  that  place,  from  which  he  graduated  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years.  He  then  entered  the  Erie  Railroad 
shops  as  an  apprentice,  and  has  since  been  con- 
nected with  the  company,  with  the  exception  of  four 
years  spent  at  Beloit,  Wis.,  with  Fairbanks,  Morse 
& Co.,  in  their  machine  department.  Returning 
to  Susquehanna,  he  was  on  November  1,  1898,  ap- 
pointed foreman  of  the  fitting  department  in  the 
Erie  shops.  He  is  a Knight  Templar  Mason,  and 
is  also  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  his  religious 
belief,  he  is  a Presbyterian,  in  political  sentiment, 
a Republican.  In  February,  1898.  he  was  elected 
to  the  town  council,  and  is  a member  of  the  county 


central  committee,  and  has  been  delegate  to  county 
conventions  a number  of  times.  On  November 
26,  1890,  he  was  married,  in  Susquehanna,  to  Miss 
lone  Miller,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  C.  Harold. 
Mrs.  Perrine  is  a native  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Anna  Miller,  the  former 
now  master  mechanic  in  the  shops  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
road Co.,  at  Elmira,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Sarah  E.  (Mills)  Perrine  was  born  in  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  June  n,  1838,  a 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  W.  and  Rebecca  (Galloway) 
Mills,  who  were  born  near  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  the 
former  May  31,  1807,  the  latter  November  25, 
1807.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Oliver  and 
Phoebe  Mills,  were  life-long  residents  of  New  York 
State,  where  the  former  was  born  May  31,  1775, 
the  latter  in  the  same  month  of  the  same  year.  Their 
children  were  Rachel,  Mary  A.,  Polly,  Jane,  Eben- 
ezer, Rebecca,  Josiah,  Amy,  Joanna,  Oliver,  and 
Thomas.  In  1824,  Mrs.  Perrine’s  father  went  to 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county;  later  spent  seven 
years  in  Prompton ; and  in  1854  came  to  Susque- 
hana,  where  he  spent  his  last  days  with  Mrs.  Per- 
rine. He  was  a wagon-maker  by  trade,  but  after 
coming  to  Susquehanna  worked  as  a carpenter  in 
the  Erie  shops.  He  attended  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  was  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  died  February  3,  1881,  his  wife, 
in  April,  1892,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Sus- 
quehanna cemetery.  Their  children  were  Mary 
H.,  who  died  unmarried;  Josiah,  an  engineer  of 
Susquehanna ; and  Sarah  E.,  now  Mrs.  Perrine, 
who  lives  in  her  home  in  Susquehanna.  She  is  a 
most  estimable  lady,  and  a consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

FRANCIS  CHAPMAN,  one  of  the  substantial 
agriculturists  and  leading  citizens  of  Lake  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  is  descended  from  families  who 
were  equally  prominent  and  useful  members  of 
society. 

Ralph  Chapman,  his  father,  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing throughout  his  lifetime.  He  was  married  in 
Connecticut  to  Laura  Taylor,  a native  of  that  State. 
In  1840  he  brought  his  family  to  Pennsylvania,  lo- 
cating in  what  was  then  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  died  in  February,  1871,  when 
about  seventy-six  years  of  age.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  February,  1867,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  Both  were  buried  at  Salem  Corners.  They 
were  good  plain  country  people  who-  lived  lives  of 
usefulness,  made  good  citizens,  were  kind  neigh- 
bors and  left  unsullied  names  as  a legacy  to  their 
posterity.  He  held  several  of  the  town  offices, 
among  theih  supervisor,  and  overseer  of  the  poor. 
Politically,  he  was  a Democrat.  To  this  marriage 
were  born  children  as  follows:  (1)  Lovisa,  bom 

February  8,  1830,  married  Elizur  Fessenden,  a sub- 
stantial farmer  and  miller  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  and  is  a man  of  influence  and  stand- 
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ing  in  the  community.  (2)  Francis  is  referred  to 
farther  on.  (3)  Laura,  born  October  10,  1834,  mar- 
ried George  Davenport  and  both  died  in  Chicago, 
111.  (4)  Edgar,  born  January  2,  1836,  married 

Mary  A.  McOuar,  and  is  now  following  agricul- 
tural pursuits  near  Madisonville,  Penn.  (5)  Dwight, 
born  May  7,  1837,  married  Lovina  Andrews,  and 
is  a farmer  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county.  (6) 
Ezariah  B.,  born  March  6,  1839,  married  Harriet 
Polly,  and  is  a farmer  of  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county.  (7)  George  B.,  born  October  10,  1843, 
married  Eunice  Buckingham,  and  is  a farmer  of 
Salem  township.  The  parents  of  these  were  each 
twice  married,  the  father’s  first  wife  was  Lovisa 
Argur,  by  whom  he  had  three  children : Oliver 

married  Frances  Porter,  and  died  at  Prompton, 
Penn. ; Orlando,  who  is  engaged  in  the  butcher 
business  at  Clarks  Green,  Penn.,  was  married  (first) 
to  Esther  A.  Hall  and  (second)  to  Ellen  Green ; 
and  Ralph,  a farmer  in  Michigan.  Mrs.  Laura 
(Taylor)  Chapman’s  first  marriage  was  to  a Mr. 
Ames,  and  by  him  she  had  children  as  follows : 
Mariette  married  Russell  Bidwell,  a retired  farmer 
at  Dunmore,  Penn.;  Lorenzo  was  twice  married, 
the  first  time  to  Rosanna  Avery,  and  some  time 
after  her  death  he  married  Bezillah  Peas,  now  all 
deceased;  and  Warner  died  unmarried. 

Francis  Chapman  was  born  November  12, 
1832,  at  Portland,  Middlesex  county,  Conn.  He 
was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  learned 
habits  of.  industry  and  economy,  which  enabled 
him  in  after  life  to  accumulate  a competei^ipTor 
himself  and  family.  He  remained  on  the  farm  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
|%>vreceiving  wages  from  his  father  for  the  last  years’ 
v labor.  Subsequent  to  this  he  was  employed  at 
"^Vyarious  plg^^Jjs^awmills  in  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
for  fifteen  years.  His  next  occupation  was  the  firing 
of  a stationary  engine  for  two  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  he  came  to  the  farm  upon  which 
he  has  ever  since  resided.  Fifty  acres  of  this  place 
was  then  in  its  primitive  state,  and  on  the  place 
was  a small  unfinished  house,  floorless  and  win- 
dowless, in  which  he  resided  until  the  building  was 
completed.  Years  passed  by  and  through  the  good 
management  of  himself  and  wife,  aided  by  his  sons 
and  daughters  as  they  advanced  in  years,  he  has 
become  fairly  well-to-do.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the 
reliable  men  and  among  the  leading  farmers  of  Lake 
township,  where  himself  and  family  are  esteemed 
by  their  many  friends.  His  beautiful  tract  of  land 
and  neat  farm  lies  in  Lake  and  South  Canaan  town- 
ships. He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive 
men  of  the  community,  taking  a great  interest  in 
all  movements  looking  to  the  good  of  his  section — 
an  up-to-date  agriculturist.  He  very  acceptably 
served  the  people  of  Lake  township  one  year  as 
supervisor;  one  year  as  tax  collector;  three  years 
as  school  director;  and  two  years  as  treasurer.  He 
is  a member  of  Hamilton  Lodge  No.  356  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat. 

On  December  10,  1855,  in  Salem  township, 


Mr.  Chapman  was  married  to  Sarah  Foote,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  Edward  Men- 
denhall, an  Episcopal  rector.  The  marriage  has 
been  blessed  by  the  following  children  : Kate,  born 
December  31,  1856,  married  Eben  C.  Brown,  a 
substantial  farmer  of  Cherry  Ridge  township  ; Eva, 
born  October  8,  i860,  married  Benjamin  Hoffman, 
a lumberman  of  Hawley,  Penn. ; Clayton,  born 
September  28,  1862,  died  April  16,  1880;  Anna, 
born  May  6,  1868,  married  Edward  Warner,  a car 
man  at  Dunmore,  Penn.;  John,  born  November 
24,  1870,  married  Agnes  Bigart,  and  is  on  the  home 
farm  with  her  father;  Julia,  born  April  16,  1873, 
married  Marvin  Purdy,  a carpenter  of  Dunmore, 
Penn.;  and  Grace,  born  August  28,  1876,  married 
Elmer  Wickizer,  of  Wyoming,  October  16,  1899. 
The  mother  of  these  was  born  at  New  Milford, 
Conn.,  September  15,  1834,  a daughter  of  George 
and  Anna  (Moorehouse)  Foote,  of  Litchfield 
county,  Conn.,  where  their  marriage  occurred.  They 
were  born  February  7,  1808,  and  August  n,  1803, 
respectively,  and  died  January  31,  1889,  and  March 
6,  1894,  respectively,  and  both  are  buried  at  Sa- 
lem Corners.  He  was  a brick  and  stone  mason 
by  trade,  and  in  politics  was  a Democrat.  They 
came  to  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  in  1840, 
and  here  remained  the  balance  of  their  lifetime. 
He  was  one  of  the  commissioners  of  Wayne  county, 
in  1875.  There  were  born  to  them  children  as 
follows  : Catherine,  born  May  14,  1832,  is  a resi- 

dent of  Lake  township;  George  M.,  born  October 
26,  1836,  is  a coal  breaker  at  Dunmore,  Penn.; 
Lemira,  born  April  17,  1837,  resides  with  her  sister 
on  a par|  of  the  Francis  Chapman  farm;  Esther, 
born  March.  11,  1841,  married  Clayton  Spangen- 
burg,  a farmer  of  Salem  township ; Robert,  born 
January  5,  1844,  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  months  ; 
Ralph,  born  January  10,  1847,  married  Carrie  Blois, 
and  keeps  a hotel^at  Hollisterville,  Penn. 

Filo  and  Anjkja  (Northrop)  Foote,  grandpar- 
en4%df  Mrs^SarahOJlsote)  Chapman  on  her  father’s 
side,  and  John  and  Sarah  (Straight)  Moorehouse, 
her  maternal  grandparents,  were  Connecticut  people 
and  there  remained. 

CHRISTOPHER  MARSH,  a prominent  agri- 
culturist of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  is  a 
man  whose  industry,  thrift  and  sound  business 
methods  have  won  for  him  a handsome  competence, 
while  he  also  enjoys  in  a high  degree  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Marsh  comes  of  excellent  stock,  and  his 
great-grandfather,  Rev.  George  Marsh,  a native  of 
Germany,  was  one  of  the  first  German  Reformed 
ministers  to  locate  in  Philadelphia.  Abram  Marsh, 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  later  settled  in  what  is  now 
known  as  Monroe  county,  being  among  the  ear- 
liest permanent  residents.  By  trade  he  was  a cloth 
weaver,  and  he  attained  the  good  old  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a large  family 
of  children,  of  whom  an  account  is  given  as  follows  r 
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(i)  Jacob  was  a man  of  great  physical  strength 
and  endurance,  having  the  reputation  of  being  the 
most  powerful  man  in  the  county,  and  his  remark- 
able feats  are  still  remembered.  He  married  Mary 
Cress,  and  had  four  children:  Simon,  Jacob  (a 

resident  of  Wilkesbarre),  Mary  (Mrs.  Peter  Fellen- 
cer),  of  Jackson,  Penn.,  and  Elizabeth  (who  resides 
in  Stroudsburg).  (2)  Abram  and  (3)  George  settled 
in  Wilkesbarre.  (4)  John,  our  subject’s  father,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below ; (5)  Isaac ; (6)  Sallie ; 
and  (7)  Sophia. 

John  Marsh  was  born  in  Hamilton  township, 
Monroe  county,  where  he  followed  farming  for 
many  years,  his  death  occurring  in  1878.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Annie  Bittenbender,  died 
some  years  before.  They  had  ten  children:  (1) 

Joseph,  a resident  of  Hamilton  township,  married 
Susan  Smith,  of  Ross  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  had  four  children:  Ferdinand,  who  resides  in 
Monroe  county;  Frank  and  Emma,  deceased;  and 
David,  now  residing  in  Monroe  county.  (2)  Chris- 
topher, the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch.  (3) 
Melchor,  unmarried.  (4)  Emanuel  married  Mary 
Ann  Metzgar  and  had  six  children — Jerome,  Wil- 
liam, Allen,  Elizabeth,  Frank  and  Jennie.  (5)  Eliz- 
abeth married  Anthony  Arnold,  and  had  eleven 
children — Samuel,  Steward,  Elizabeth,  Allen,  Jo- 
seph, Amelia,  Amanda,  Alice,  Emma,  Tilda  and 
Ida.  (6)  Abraham  married  Mary  Williams,  and 
became  the  father  of  nine  children — Loretta,  Wil- 
liam, Catherine,  Steward,  Ida,  Minnie,  Charles, 
George  and  Annie.  (7)  Jacob  (twin  of  Abraham) 
married  Emma  Reese  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  three  children — Edward,  Willis  and  Kurb.  (8) 
Christiana  wedded  Amandus  Woodling,  and  was 
the  mother  of  eight  children — Edwin,  Emma,  Alice, 
George,  Steward,  Frank,  Ida  and  Martha.  (9) 
Katie  Ann  became  the  wife  of  Hamilton  Fahs,  and 
had  four  children — Flora,  Frank,  Agnes  and  Roy. 
(10)  John  had  consumption,  and  died  unmarried, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years. 

Christopher  Marsh  was  born  March  7,  1824, 
at  the  old  home  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  his  educational 
opportunities  being  limited  to  the  public  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  As  a young  man  he  learned 
the  cooper’s  trade,  and  also  that  of  wheelwright, 
which  he  followed  until  1850.  He  then  purchased 
the  Joseph  Strunk  farm  in  Stroud  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  where  he  has  since  resided,  and  during 
this  time  he  has  greatly  improved  the  place,  erecting 
excellent  buildings,  and  clearing  about  sixty  acres 
which  were  still  covered  with  the  primitive  forest. 
After  some  years  he  bought  fifty  acres  of  the  Metz- 
gar farm,  adjoining,  and  he  now  has  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  township.  Politically  he  is  a 
steadfast  Republican,  and  in  religion  he  adheres 
to  the  German  Reformed  Church,  of  which  his 
ancestors  were  devout  followers  as  far  back  as 
family  tradition  extends. 

In  1848  Mr.  Marsh  married  Miss  Julia  Strunk, 
who  was  born  at  the  present  homestead,  daugh- 


ter of  Joseph  and  Christina  Strunk,  well  known 
pioneers  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county. 
Twelve  children  have  blessed  this  union,  of  whom 
all  but  the  first  were  born  at  the  present  home- 
stead. (1)  Christiana  married  Hebron  Franken- 
field,  of  Stroud  township,  and  died  in  1881,  leaving 
no  family.  (2)  Mary  married  Napoleon  Demund, 
of  Smithfield  township,  and  has  six  sons — Howard, 
Robert,  Floyd,  Charles,  Frederick  and  Millard.  (3) 
Isabell  (deceased)  married  Alonzo  Hummer,  of 
Stroud  township,  but  left  no  children.  (4)  Steward, 
a brick  layer  and  plasterer  in  Bangor,  Penn.,  mar- 
ried Miss  Amelia  Getter,  of  Northampton  county, 
and  they  have  had  the  following  children.  Chester, 
Grace,  Sheridan,  May,  George,  Ethel  and  Russel, 
all  living  except  Chester  and  May.  (5)  Christopher, 
Jr.,  building  inspector  for  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  R.  R.,  resides  in  Stroudsburg. 
He  married  Miss  Carrie  Kemmerer,  of  Hamilton 
township,  and  has  two  sons,  Norman  and  Randolph, 
and  one  daughter,  Myrtle.  (6)  Eugene,  who  died 
in  Stroudsburg  in  1894,  was  a mechanic  by  occupa- 
tion. His  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hattie 
Groner,  still  resides  in  Stroudsburg  with  her  four 
children:  Blanche,  Jennie,  Anna  and  Benjamin. 
(7)  Elmer,  a bricklayer  at  Bangor,  Penn.,  married 
Miss  Emma  Wright,  of  Northampton  county,  and 
has  one  daughter,  Cula.  (8)  Abram,  who  conducts 
a boarding  house  (a  small  hotel)  at  Water  Gap, 
married  Miss  Anna  Wright,  of  Northampton 
county.  (9)  Alvaretta  married  Peter  Hunseicker,  a 
railway  fireman  residing  in  Stroudsburg,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Grace.  (10)  Emma,  who  now  has 
charge  of  the  domestic  affairs  at  the  homestead,  is 
a lady  of  marked  intelligence  and  ability,  and  is 
much  esteemed  by  a large  circle  of  friends.  (11) 
Norton,  born  April  22,  1870,  is  a bricklayer  by 
trade,  and  is  now  engaged  in  contract  work  in  New 
Jersey  with  every  prospect  of  a successful  future. 
In  1897  he  married  Miss  Winifred  Owens,  of  North- 
ampton county,  and  settled  in  Stroud  township, 
where  his  young  wife  died  after  only  five  months 
of  wedded  life.  (12)  Burton,  born  in  1873,  not 
married,  and  resides  at  Newton,  N.  J.,  where  he  fol- 
lows the  carpenter’s  trade. 

JOHN  BRUNDAGE.  This  venerable  pioneer 
of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  has 
been  enjoying  the  peace  and  comfort  which  fitly 
crown  a well  spent  life.  He  has  witnessed  a mar- 
velous change  in  the  affairs  of  his  native  county, 
from  the  penury  and  privations  of  the  early  decades 
of  the  century  now  rapidly  closing,  to  the  rich 
fruitage  of  a bountiful  region,  which  needed  only 
the  well  directed  efforts  of  man  to  yield  rich  returns. 
The  educational  advantages  of  John  Brundage 
were  meager  indeed.  His  parents  were  poor  and 
to  help  pay  for  his  tuition,  he  cut  wood  on  Satur- 
days and  at  nights. 

He  was  born  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  August  10,  1816,  son  of  John  and  Polly 
(Wavman)  Brundage,  natives  of  Dutchess  county. 
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N.  Y.,  and  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  and 
the  grandson  of  Daniel  Brundage  who  was  a Brit- 
ish soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  became 
attached  to  the  new  country ; he  married  a Miss 
Betts,  and  settled  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  His 
children  were  : Daniel ; John,  father  of  our  subject ; 
William  ; Nancy,  wife  of  Daniel  Johnson  ; Margaret, 
wife  of  Isaac  Taylor.  He  died  a farmer  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  John 
and  Polly  Brundage,  were  married  in  Orange  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  in  1 8 1 1 . Polly  was  the  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward and  Phoebe  (Taylor)  Wayman,  who  in  1812 
removed  from  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Gibson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  thence  to  Har- 
ford, where  he  died.  The  children  of  Edward  and 
Phoebe  Wayman  were  Polly,  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject; Abigail,  wife  of  Zephemiah  Birdsell ; Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Leonard  Conklin;  Jonathan;  Annie 
E.,  who  married  Raymond  Wilcox,  of  Salem  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  who  on  August  10,  1899, 
celebrated  her  eighty-ninth  birthday. 

John  Brundage,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  July,  1784.  He  was  a farmer  through  life 
and  died  May  1,  1868,  aged  eighty-four  years.  In 
religious  affiliation  he  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  family  of  John  and  Polly  Brundage 
consisted  of  the  following  children  : Phoebe,  born 
May  3,  1812,  married  Solomon  Lott,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ; John,  subject  of  this  sketch ; Abbie  J.,  born 
December  11,  1818,  married  Russell  Tiffany,  and  is 
now  deceased;  Daniel,  born  June  6,  1821,  is  a resi- 
dent of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county;  George  G., 
born  October  29,  1823,  died  June  5,  1885  ; Mary  A., 
born  September  19,  1827,  married  for  her  first  hus- 
band Lee  Forcyth,  and  for  her  second  Henry  Whit- 
ney, of  Gibson  township ; William  E.,  born 
December  28,  1829,  now  of  Harford  township ; 
Nancy,  born  June  10,  1832,  married  Collins  Peck, 
of  South  Harford;  Joseph,  born  July  21,  1834,  re- 
sides in  West  Lenox  township. 

Until  the  age  of  twenty  our  subject  resided  at 
the  home  of  his  parents.  He  then  worked  for  Hon. 
Charles  Chandler,  of  Lenox  township,  for  two  years 
and  thereby  acquired  the  means  to  pay  for  100  acres 
of  wild  land.  Making  a small  clearing,  he  raised 
one  crop  of  wheat,  and  then  sold  the  property  and 
purchased  a farm  of  105  acres  in  what  is  known  as 
Kentuck,  Gibson  township.  Upon  this  tract  he 
began  house-keeping,  and  there  he  remained  until 
April,  1890,  and  in  1899  he  sold  this  property  to 
his  granddaughter,  Grace  D.  Michael. 

Mr.  Brundage  was  married  March  2,  1840,  in 
Gibson  township,  to  Miss  Lucy  Carpenter,  who 
was  born  in  Gibson  township,  April  15,  1815, 
daughter  of  David  and  Abia  (Follett)  Carpenter. 
David  Carpenter  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Gibson  township,  migrating  to  the  township  from 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  in  1809,  and  in  1810  returning 
and  bringing  with  him  to  the  new  home  his  wife  and 
six-year-old  nephew,  Wesley  Carpenter,  by  ox- 
team  and  sled.  He  was  a cousin  of  Josiah  and 
Daniel  Carpenter,  two  of  the  “Nine  Partners”  of 
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Harford  township,  and  his  wife  was  a sister  of 
Robert  Follett,  another  of  the  “Nine  Partners.” 
To  David  and  Abia  Carpenter  were  born  four  chil- 
dren : Chester  (born  1813,  died  1839,  aged  twenty- 
six),  whose  son,  Calvin,  was  a judge  at  Golden  City, 
Col.,  and  died  in  1889;  Lucy,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Timothy,  who  for  fifteen  years  was  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Gibson ; and  Delaney,  wife  of  Sabinas 
Walker,  a merchant  of  Nicholson,  Pennsylvania. 

To  John  and  Lucy  (Carpenter)  Brundage  were 
born  three  children,  all  of  whom  in  their  younger 
years  taught  school : Freeman,  born  May  16,  1841, 
married  Amanda  E.  Dimmick,  in  1862,  and  died 
June  14,  1894;  Sabra  P.,  born  August  14,  1851, 
taught  school  for  many  years,  married  Emory 
Shepardson  and  died  January  25,  1890;  John  M., 
born  May  7,  1854,  married  Lucinda  Lazarus,  of 
Buttonwood,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  resides  at 
New  Milford,  Pennsylvania.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  March  1,  1887,  and  is  buried  in  South 
Gibson  cemetery,  and  for  the  past  nine  years  Mr. 
Brundage  has  lived  with  his  son  Freeman  and  his 
family.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  Mr.  Brun- 
dage has  never  aspired  to  office,  preferring  to 
devote  his  energies  to  business  affairs,  for  which  he 
has  most  admirably  proved  his  adaption.  For  the 
past  fifty  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  during  thirteen  of 
those  years  he  has  been  class  leader.  He  is  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  Gibson  township,  keeps  well 
informed  upon  current  events,  and  is  most  highly 
respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

FREEMAN  BRUNDAGE,  deceased.  The 
subject  of  this  memoir,  who  died  at  his  home  in 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  June  14,  1894, 
was  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  residents  of 
that  locality.  Taking  an  active  share  in  the  varied 
activities  of  life  in  a rural  community,  his  influence 
counted  for  progress  in  all  lines,  and  his  quiet  but 
effective  work  will  not  be  forgotten.  He  was  a 
native  of  Gibson  township,  born  May  16,  1841,  and 
belonged  to  a well-known  family,  his  parents,  John 
and  Lucy  (Carpenter)  Brundage,  being  prominent 
residents  of  the  township ; the  mother  is  now  de- 
ceased, but  the  father  is  a well  preserved  man  in 
his  eighty-fourth  year.  In  early  manhood  Mr. 
Brundage  taught  school  successfully,  but  later  he 
became  a farmer  and  stock  dealer,  his  energetic  and 
far-sighted  management  enabling  him  to  accumu- 
late a large  amount  of  property.  For  many  years 
he  was  secretary  of  the  South  Gibson  Creamery 
Company,  and  his  advice  was  often  sought  by  oth- 
ers in  connection  with  business  affairs.  Politically 
he  was  a Republican,  and  he  served  a number  of 
years  as  township  assessor.  He  and  his  family 
were  prominently  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  South  Gibson,  where  he  gave 
many  years  of  faithful  service  as  a leader  of  the 
choir.  His  funeral  was  largely  attended,  the  friends 
of  a life-time  meeting  to  pay  their  last  tribute  of 
respect,  and  his  remains  now  repose  in  the  South 


1458 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Gibson  cemetery.  On  April  10,  1862,  Mr.  Brun- 
dage was  married  in  Gibson  township,  to  Amanda 
E.  Dimmick,  of  Uniondale,  Penn.,  and  three  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  union:  (1)  Arthur  N.,  born 
September  10,  1866,  married  Mary  Wakely,  of 
Springville,  Penn.,  and  is  engaged  in  business  in 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  as  manager  of  a tea  store.  (2) 
Fred  M.,  born  September  16,  1874,  married  Nellie 
Conrad,  and  resided  on  the  farm  of  his  great-grand- 
father, David  Carpenter,  in  Gibson  township,  until 
his  death  on  March  13,  1900,  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-five  years.  Plonest  and  upright  in  his  ^busi- 
ness as  a stock  dealer  and  as  a partner  in  the  South 
Gibson  Creamery  Company,  faithful  as  a member 
and  officer  of  the  Temperance  Union,  active  as  a 
worker  in  the  Epworth  League,  and  in  the  M.  E. 
Church,  true  to  himself  and  to  his  God,  he  was  a 
constant  inspiration  to  his  associates,  for  the  love 
of  higher,  purer  things.  ‘‘Pie  died  young,  but  there 
are  silvered  heads,  whose  race  of  duty  is  less  nobly 
run.”  (3)  Grace  D.,  born  March  21,  1881,  married 
W.  W.  Michael,  and  resides  on  the  old  Brundage 
homestead. 

Mrs.  Amanda  (Dimmick)  Brundage  was  born 
November  21,  1840,  at  Uniondale,  Penn.,  daughter 
of  Joshua  T.,  and  granddaughter  of  Edward  Dim- 
mick, who  came  from  Massachusetts  at  an  early 
date  and  settled  in  Susquehanna  county,  with  his 
wife,  Esther  Tilden.  Joshua  T.  Dimmick  died  Jan- 
uary 4,  1843,  aged  forty-five  years,  and  was  buried 
at  Uniondale.  His  wife,  Eliza  Mattison,  who  was 
born  in  1800,  died  February  3,  1890,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Freeman  Brundage,  and  was 
buried  in  South  Gibson.  Her  parents,  Francis  and 
Betsey  (Fields)  Mattison,  were  natives  of  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  made  their  permanent  home  in  Sul- 
livan Co.,  N.  Y.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Brundage 
were  both  married  twice  and  her  father  by  his  (first) 
marriage  to  Rhoda  Carpenter  had  the  following 
children : (1)  Esther  M.,  Mrs.  Thomas  Arnold, 

died  at  Oil  City,  Penn.  (2)  Emily,  Mrs.  Collins 
Gelatt,  died  in  1896,  in  Jackson  township.  (3) 
Melissa,  Mrs.  Sylveas,  died  in  Illinois.  (4)  George 
M.  died  in  Minnesota  in  1895.  (5)  Martha,  widow 
of  George  Kishbaugh,  resides  in  Lanesboro,  Penn. 
(6)  Mary  Edna,  widow  of  John  Van  Horne,  died  at 
her  home  in  Lanesboro,  October  20,  1899,  being 
burned  to  death,  by  the  explosion  of  a lantern, 
which  set  her  clothing  on  fire,  and  the  inhaling  of 
flames  caused  her  immediate  death.  She  left  an 
only  son,  C.  E.  Van  Horne,  of  Susquehanna. 

SETPI  HOWELL,  a leading  and  representa- 
tive farmer  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  has 
for  about  twenty  years  been  actively  identified  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  community.  His 
father,  David  Howell,  was  a native  of  the  county, 
born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  in  April,  1827,  a 
son  of  David  and  Wealthy  (Campbell)  Howell.  In 
1852,  Seth  Howell  wedded  Miss  Mary  Buck,  of 
Nicholson.  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Buck,  farming  people.  After  their 


marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howell  located  in  the  town 
of  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  they  resided  for  one  year, 
and  then  removed  to  Starrucca,  Wayne  county, 
where  the  father  was  employed  in  the  tannery  of 
Osborn  & Strong  for  one  year.  In  1854  he  removed 
to  Dane  county,  Wis.,  and  after  following  farm- 
ing there  for  three  years,  he  went  to  Richland 
county,  that  State,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of 
timberland,  which  he  cleared  and  converted  into 
a good  farm,  continuing  its  cultivation  until  July, 
1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  20th  W.  V.  I. 
The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Western  Army 
on  the  Missouri  river,  where  he  did  duty  as  a train 
guard  during  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  His  health 
giving  way  before  his  three  years  had  expired,  he 
was  ordered  to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained 
until  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
July  5,  1865.  ' 

During  his  absence  Mrs.  Howell  had  removed 
to  Towersville,  Crawford  Co.,  Wis.,  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  her  children  with  better  educational 
privileges,  and  on  his  return  from  the  army,  the 
father  sold  his  farm  in  Richland  county,  and  pur- 
chased another  near  Towersville,  in  Crawford 
county,  Wis.  He  never  recovered  his  health,  and 
during  the  five  years  he  made  that  place  his  home 
he  was  unable  to  perform  any  manual  labor.  Sell- 
ing out  in  the  spring  of  1871,  he  and  his  family 
moved  to  DeKalb  county,  Mo.,  in  a wagon  drawn 
by  two  yoke  of  oxen,  camping  out  at  night  by  the 
wayside,  and  making  the  journey  in  four  weeks. 
For  two  years  he  engaged  in  farming  in  that  county 
and  for  the  same  length  of  time  was  similarly  em- 
ployed in  Davis  county,  Mo.  On  account  of  his 
own  and  his  wife’s  health,  he  disposed  of  his  prop- 
erty there,  and  returned  to  Lenoxville,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  one  year.  The  following  two  years 
were  spent  at  Nicholson,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
in- March,  1879,  he  came  to  Scott  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  purchased  100  acres  of  woodland, 
and  with  the  aid  of  his  two  sons  cleared  and  con- 
verted it  into  a fine  farm.  Upon  this  place  he  spent 
his  remaining  days, .dying  July  19,  1893.  He  was 
a Democrat  in  politics  and  while  a resident  of 
the  West  held  several  local  offices,  and  in  Scott 
township  served  as  treasurer.  Religiously  both  he 
and  his  estimable  wife  were  faithful  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  while  in  the  West. 
After  coming  to  Scott  township  they  joined  the 
Evangelical  Church. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  three 
children.  (1)  Clara  A.,  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  in  November,  1852,  received 
a public  school  education,  and  in  1880  married  L.  P. 
Curtis,  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
died  September  18,  1887,  leaving  a widow  and  two 
children — May  Bell,  born  March  5,  1884;  and 
Frank  A.,  born  November  29,  1886.  (2)  A.  C., 

born  in  Richland  county,  Wis.,  December  29,  1856, 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Wisconsin  and  Mis- 
souri, and  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  various 
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removals.  He  was  married  October  18,  1892,  to 
Iola  Cole,  of  Scott  township,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children — Maria  A.,  who  was  born  March 
11,  1893,  and  died  April  30,  of  the  same  year;  and 
Lizzie  M.,  born  May  19,  1894.  A.  C.  Howell  lives 
upon  a part  of  the  old  homestead  and  with  our  sub- 
ject is  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  place. 

O.  P.  Howell,  who  completes  the  family, 
was  born  in  Richland  county,  Wis.,  October  24, 
1858,  and  after  attending  the  schools  of  that  State 
and  Missouri,  he  completed  his  education  in  the 
high  school  of  Nicholson,  Penn.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years,  but  after  his  marriage  located 
upon  a tract  of  eighty-two  acres  of  wild  land  in 
Scott  township,  which  he  purchased.  He  made 
some  improvements  upon  that  place,  but  now  lives 
on  a part  of  the  old  homestead,  while  he  and  his 
brother  successfully  operate  the  farm. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Howell  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Myra  J.  Hines,  of  Starrucca,  Wayne 
county,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Ella  M.,  born  March  28,  1883;  Jesse 

E.,  born  September  21,  1886,  and  Earl  E.,  born 
April  5,  1892.  The  two  older  are  now  attending 
the  public  schools  of  Scott  township.  Like  his 
father,  Mr.  Howell  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  Democracy,  and  on  his  party  ticket  was  first 
elected  school  director  in  1888  for  a term  of  three 
years.  So  acceptably  did  he  fill  the  position  that 
he  has  been  re-elected,  and  is  now  serving  in  that 
position  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

PERRY  SWEET,  a well-known  merchant  and 
prominent  business  man  of  Alford,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  a true  type  of  our  American  progress  and 
enterprise.  His  indomitable  energy,  strict  integ- 
rity, prudent  business  methods  and  reliable 
sagacity,  have  all  combined  to  make  him  one  of  the 
ablest  business  men  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
his  success  has  been  worthily  achieved. 

Mr.  Sweet  is  a native  of  the  county  where  he 
now  makes  his  home,  born  in  Brooklyn  township, 
June  17,  1847,  and  is  a son  of  George  A.  and 
Amanda  A.  (Wright)  Sweet,  also  natives  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  the  former  born  in  Harford  town- 
ship, December  5,  1818,  the  latter  in  Lathrop  town- 
ship, July  16,  1821.  The  father  was  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  and  operated  sawmills  in  Glen- 
wood,  Alford  and  other  parts  of  the  county.  He 
died  in  Alford,  April  30,  1897,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Wright  cemetery,  near  Foster,  Penn.  He  was  a 
man  of  many  sterling  qualities  and  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  his  wife,  who  now  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject,  also  belongs.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Elias,  born  November  9,  1841,  died  in 

Lathrop  township,  April  1,  1846;  Henry,  born  May 
3,  1843,  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war  and  died  at 
Beverly,  N.  J.,  October  22,  1864,  while  in  the  ser- 
vice ; Perry,  is  next  in  order  of  birth ; Elias  A.,  born 
September  6,  1850,  died  in  Brooklyn  township,  May 


18,  1851  ; Andrew,  born  October  22,  1854,  died  in 
New  Milford  township,  February  8,  1869;  and 
Sarah,  born  October  8,  1861,  married  Willard  Gab- 
bit,  and  died  in  Brooklyn  township,  August  21, 
1893.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
Elias  and  Silvia  (Foster)  Sweet,  and  his  maternal 
grandparents  were  Anthony  and  Sally  (Sweatland) 
■Wright. 

Perry  Sweet  spent  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his 
life  under  the  parental  roof.  At  that  age  he  entered 
his  country’s  service  during  the  Civil  war,  enlist- 
ing at  Montrose,  February  9,  1864,  in  Company  A, 
57th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Jerome  R.  Lyons,  for  three 
years.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Harrisburg,  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsyl- 
vania,  Cold  Harbor,  North  Ann  River,  South  Ann 
River  and  Petersburg.  He  was  at  the  last  named 
place  from  June  16  to  June  21,  1864,  and  on  the 
latter  date  received  a sunstroke.  He  was  then  sent 
to  the  hospital,  and  was  at  Chestnut  Hill  Hospital, 
Philadelphia,  when  mustered  out,  being  discharged 
June  12,  1865.  Returning  home,  he  worked  on  the 
farm  four  years,  and  the  following  year  was  in  the 
railroad  employ.  In  1872,  he  embarked  in  his 
present  business  as  a merchant  of  Alford,  and  was 
not  long  in  building  up  the  large  trade  which  he 
now  enjoys.  He  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  Post  at  Brooklyn,  and  is  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  its  princi- 
ples. He  filled  the  office  of  school  director  for  nine 
years,  and  was  the  efficient  president  of  the  board 
for  seven  years  of  that  time.  In  all  the  relations  of 
life  he  has  been  found  true  to  every  trust  reposed 
in  him,  and  his  loyalty  is  never  questioned. 

On  July  4,  1868,  at  Abington,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Sweet  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Seiner,  who  was  born  in  Newton,  this  State,  April 
30,  1851,  and  they  have  two  children:  Arthur  E., 
born  July  15,  1872,  is  superintendent  of  the  rail- 
road extension  department  of  the  International  Cor- 
respondence School,  Scranton,  Penn.  He  married 
Carrie  E.  Jones,  and  had  two  children : G.  Perry, 
deceased,  and  Ellen.  Eva  M.,  born  May  11,  1874, 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  Moore,  who  is  in  the  insurance 
business  in  Binghamton,  New  York. 

Daniel  Seiner,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Sweet,  is  now 
living  retired  with  our  subject  and  his  wife  in  Al- 
ford. He  was  born  in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1826,  a son  of  Charles  and  Margery 
(Clymer)  Seiner,  life-long  residents  of  that  county, 
where  the  father  followed  farming.  He  died  in 
May,  1895,  and  the  mother,  who  was  a faithful 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1885.  Their  children  were:  Mary,  widow 

of  John  Niblick,  and  a resident  of  Bucks  county; 
Jacob,  a farmer  of  Ohio;  Beckie,  wife  of  Cornelius 
Galfie,  of  Bucks  county;  John,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seven  years;  Charles,  who  died  in  the  West;  Jo- 
seph, a resident  of  Wilkesbarre,  Penn. ; and  Daniel, 
father  of  Mrs.  Sweet.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Daniel  Seiner,  who  followed  farming  in  Bucks 
county  throughout  life.  On  leaving  home  at  the 
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age  of  seventeen  years,  Mrs.  Sweet’s  father  went 
to  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  for 
different  farmers  until  after  the  Civil  war  broke 
out.  At  Harrisburg,  he  enlisted  in  September, 
1862,  in  Company  K,  17th  P.  V.  C.,  under  Capt. 
Fitzgerald,  for  three  years,  and  was  discharged  at 
Cloud’s  Mills,  Va„  in  June,  1865.  He  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville,  Brandy  Station, 
Gettysburg,  the  Wilderness,  Mine  Run,  Hall  s 
Church,  and  the  last  engagement  at  Harper’s 
Ferry.  Fie  was  on  detached  duty  much  of  the 
time  as  stable  boss  for  his  company.  After  receiv- 
ing his  discharge,  he  returned  to  Luzerne  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  1893,  and  then 
removed  to  South  Wilkesbarre,  where  he  hauled 
sand  until  coming  to  Alford  to  make  his  home  with 
our  subject  in  1896.  While  a resident  of  Luzerne 
county,  he  served  as  supervisor  for  two  years.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  is 
a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  In  Abing- 
ton,  Penn.,  he  was  married,  March  18,  1848,  to 
Emaline  Griffin,  a daughter  of  Parents  and  Thena 
(Pellam)  Griffin,  of  Long  Island,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  Newton,  Penn.,  the  latter  in  New 
York  State.  Mrs.  Seiner  was  born  in  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.,  May  10,  1826,  and  died  September 
29,  1895.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seiner 
were  as  follows:  Margerie  A.,  born  August  15, 

1849,  died  July  5,  1870;  Sarah  A.,  born  April  30, 
1851,  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  James  W.,  born 
June  21,  1852,  is  a resident  of  Newton,  Penn.; 
Charles,  born  November  9,  1853,  died  March  13, 
1855  ; Mary  E.,  born  July  17,  1855,  died  September 
4,  1864;  Joseph  P.,  born  September  4,  1856,  is  a 
resident  of  Alden,  Penn.;  Charity,  born  June  21, 
1858,  is  the  wife  of  Nelson  Taylor,  a miner  of 
Ascom,  Penn. ; Eli  ].,  born  April  18,  i860,  is  a rail- 
road conductor  living  in  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; Abigail, 
born  November  6,  1861,  died  October  12,  1863  ; and 
Elmer  E.,  born  April  15,  1866,  died  December  T, 
1866. 

PULASKI  CHALIvER.  Wherever  known 
this  industrious  and  successful  farmer  of  Choconut 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  has  the  reputation 
of  sterling  worth  and  fair  dealing.  Though  born 
in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  he  is  the  descendant  of 
early  New  England  settlers  of  Choconut  township. 
Prior  to  March,  1809,  three  brothers,  Daniel,  Jo- 
seph, and  Charles  Chalker,  migrated  from  their 
old  home  in  Vermont,  and  settled  on  the  Choconut, 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  township.  Of  these,  Daniel, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  lived  for  many  years 
in  Choconut,  where  he  cleared  up  a farm  and  died. 
He  reared  a large  family  of  children,  namely  : Dan- 
iel, Enos,  Warren,  Elkanah,  Jeremiah,  Eliza,  Chloe 
and  Anna. 

Elkanah  Chalker,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in 
Choconut  township,  September  16,  1813.  He  was 
reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in  his  native  township, 
and  in  1835  married  Elmyra  Platt,  who  was  born  in 


1816,  one  of  the  thirteen  children  of  Samuel  Platt, 
who  in  an  early  day  migrated  from  Connecticut,  and 
cleared  up  a large  farm  on  Choconut  Creek,  near 
the  Chalker  home.  After  his  marriage  Elkanah 
Chalker  settled  at  Lawsville  Center,  Liberty  town- 
ship. Later  he  purchased  from  Caleb  Carmalt  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  Choconut,  and  then  cleared 
it  up.  He  erected  a good  house  and  barn,  and  also 
a sawmill  with  sash  saw,  later  improved  by  circular 
saw,  which  he  operated  for  many  years.  He  owned 
a large  amount  of  land,  from  which  .he  lumbered 
for  many  years,  manufacturing  shingles  and  sawed 
lumber  for  Binghamton  market.  Elkanah  Chalker 
was  a Democrat,  and  held  a number  of  local  offices ; 
in  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  died  at  his 
home  in  1879,  and  his  worthy  Christian  wife  died  in 
1891,  leaving  six  children,  namely  : (1)  Charles  T., 
born  on  July  4,  1836,  in  Liberty  township,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Emily  Fairbrother,  of  Broome  county, 
N.  Y.  They  settled  on  a part  of  his  father’s  home- 
stead, where  they  still  reside,  and  have  four  chil- 
dren living — Almira,  Ada,  Frank  and  Charles.  (2) 
Houston,  born  September  21,  1837,  married  Phoebe 
Lathrop,  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  and  later  moved 
to  Iveya  Paha,  Neb.,  where  he  followed  stock  rais- 
ing and  farming.  They  have  two  children  living : 
Frank,  who  married  May  Braumont,  of  Rush  town- 
ship ; and  Amelia,  the  wife  of  Ernest  Bills,  of  Forest 
Lake  township.  (3)  Phoebe,  born  March  11,  1840, 
married  Joseph  Tingley,  by  whom  she  had  two  chil- 
dren— Charles,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  Nora,  wife 
of  Wesley  Hill,  of  Los  Angeles  Valley,  Cal.  Mrs. 
Tingley  married  for  her  second  husband,  Julius  Ad- 
dison, of  Choconut  township,  a soldier  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  they  lived  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  for  a time, 
then  moved  to  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  where  he  died, 
leaving  five  children — Jennie,  Eula,  Alonzo,  Ulysses 
and  Myra.  (4)  George  M.,  a farmer,  born  May  9, 
1845,  died  unmarried,  in  1886.  (5)  Francis  Z.,  born 
on  August  25,  1848,  married  Nelson  Wells,  of  Brad- 
ford county,  Penn.,  now  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Jackson,  Tenn. 

Pulaski  Chalker  was  the  sixth  and  youngest 
member  of  the  family.  He  was  born  in  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  October  14,  1853.  He  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools  of  Choconut,  and  in  his 
younger  days  followed  lumbering  and  farming.  In 
1875  he  married  Miss  Myra  Nichols,  who  was  born 
in  1857,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Martha  (Green) 
Nichols,  of  English  extraction,  one  of  the  old 
families  of  Broome  county.  Charles  Nichols  was 
born  February  2,  1823,  in  Owego,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
a son  of  Caleb  and  Harriet  (Fairbrother)  Nichols, 
and  his  wife,  Martha,  was  born  February  16,  1826, 
in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
daughter  of  David  Green,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
that  locality,  and  in  their  family  were  twelve  chil- 
dren. Charles  Nichols  came  to  Vestal  Center  and 
was  there  wedded,  and  by  his  marriage  became  the 
father  of  seven  children.  For  two  years  after  mar- 
riage, our  subject  lived  on  the  old  Green  homestead. 
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In  1877  he  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  Broome  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  he  made  improvements,  then  sold  and 
bought  his  father’s  old  farm,  where  he  has  since 
made  extensive  improvements.  The  marriage  of 
our  subject  was  blessed  with  one  son,  Charles  M., 
born  June  24,  1886,  now  a student  of  the  home 
schools.  In  politics  Mr.  Chalker  has  been  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party.  Mrs.  Chalker  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Vestal  Center,  Broome 
Co.,  N.  Y.  She  is  a devout  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  to  which  our  subject  has 
been  a liberal  contributor.  He  is  a man  of  excellent 
practical  business  judgment.  Reared  to  honest  toil, 
he  has  ever  since  kept  faith  with  his  education, 
recognizing  the  mandate  that  by  sweat  of  his  brow 
man  must  earn  his  bread,  and  yielding  a cheerful 
obedience — an  obedience  that  has  brought  him  its 
just  rewards. 

NATHANIEL  CLARK  PURDY,  M.  D.,  a 
prominent  physician  and  worthy  citizen  of  Paupack 
township,  Wayne  county,  is  a representative  of  one 
of  its  honored  pioneer  families.  The  first  to  come 
to  the  county  was  his  grandfather,  Silas  Purdy,  who 
was  born  in  1770,  about  twenty  miles  above  New 
York  City,  on  the  Connecticut  side  of  the  Hudson 
river.  His  son  Nathaniel  (the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject) was  born  in  Paupack  township,  and  married 
a native  of  the  same  township,  by  whom  he  became 
the  father  of  five  children,  namely : Harvey,  who 
was  born  in  Paupack  township,  September  12,  1801, 
and  was  married  February  11,  1825,  to  Miss  Ruth 
Clark,  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn. ; Polly  (deceased), 
born  February  6,  1827;  Nathaniel  Clark;  Truman 
H.,  who  was  born  June  26,  1830,  and  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Sunbury,  Northumberland  Co.,  Penn. ; and 
Myron  E.,  who  was  born  May  10.  1833,  and  died 
March  4,  1885. 

Dr.  Purdy  was  born  September  27,  1828,  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Paupack  township,  where  he 
remained  until  after  attaining  his  majority,  acquir- 
ing his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
locality.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  began  read- 
ing medicine  with  Dr.  Silas  M.  Wheeler,  then  of 
Hawley,  Wayne  county,  and  later  attended  medical 
lectures  in  the  University  of  New  York.  He  first 
opened  an  office  in  Factoryville,  Wyoming  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  remained  five  years,  and  for  twen- 
ty-two years  was  successfully  engaged  in  practice 
near  Sunbury  in  Northumberland  county.  The 
following  five  years  were  spent  in  Bradford  county, 
and  from  there  he  removed  to  Carbondale,  Penn., 
where  in  connection  with  practice  he  also  engaged 
in  real  estate  speculation  for  four  years.  In  1895 
he  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Paupack  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  he  enjoys  a good  prac- 
tice and  has  the  confidence  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

On  July  4,  1853,  Dr.  Purdy  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  E.  Smith,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  in  Wayne  county  by  Rev.  Wilbur,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  is  a native  of 


Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Angelica  (Lake)  Smith,  in  whose  family  were 
the  following  children:  John  Henry,  a resident  of 
Hutchison,  Kan. ; Edgar,  of  Paupack  township ; 
Mary  E. ; Theodore  (deceased) ; Reuben,  of  Brad- 
ford county,  Penn.;  Jane  (deceased);  Ellen;  Sarah 
(deceased) ; and  Harvey,  of  Carbondale,  Penn.  The 
children  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Purdy  are  as  follows  : 
Emma,  born  July  7,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  L.  C. 
Davis,  of  Union  county,  Penn. ; E.  Marlow,  born 
April  20,  1856,  is  superintendent  of  a furniture  fac- 
tory in  Atlanta,  Ga. ; T.  H.  Bayard,  born  March  15, 
1859,  Kate,  born  July  9,  i860,  Belpo  Scott,  born 
August  15,  1864,  and  Bertwell  Merit,  born  March 
5,  1866,  are  all  deceased;  Mattie  Pauline,  born  De- 
cember 14,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  I.  M.  Soper,  of 
Elmira,  N.  Y. ; Laura  Maud,  twin  sister  of  Mattie 
P.,  is  deceased;  Grace  May,  born  February  22, 
1873,  is  the  wiK  of  E.  PI.  Stone,  of  Carbondale, 
Penn.;  Malcolm  Mott,  born  March  10,  1875,  and 
Walter  Romeo,  born  December  18,  1877,  are  both 
deceased;  Clara  Belle,  born  December  17,  1879,  is 
deceased ; and  Ella  Mannette,  twin  sister  of  Clara 
B.,  is  living  in  Carbondale. 

Socially  the  Doctor  has  affiliated  with  the  Odd 
Fellows  Society  since  1855  ; politically  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party ; religiously  he 
and  his  entire  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  is  a man  of  exemplary  habits,  com- 
mendable purpose  and  unbending  integrity,  and  in 
all  life’s  relations  merits  the  confidence  which  is  so 
freely  accorded  him. 

WESSON  T.  LAMB,  a leading  farmer  and 
dairyman  of  Oakland  township,  whose  entire  life 
has  been  passed  in  Susquehanna  county,  was  born 
in  Jackson  township,  in  August,  1833,  and  is  a son 
of  Jirus  and  Elizabeth  (Hall)  Lamb,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Vermont.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Joel  Lamb,  also  a native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Jackson  township.  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
transformed  a wild  tract  of  land  into  a good  farm 
and  thus  materially  advanced  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  that  section.  On  coming  to  this  county 
the  parents  of  our,  subject  also  located  in  Jackson 
township  and  the  father,  who  was  a carpenter  by 
trade,  erected  the  first  frame  building  within  its 
borders,  this  being  his  own  home.  After  residing 
there  for  a number  of  years  he  removed  to  New 
Milford,  where  he  made  his  home  until  a short 
time  previous  to  his  death,  when  he  and  his  wife 
came  to  Oakland  township  to  spend  their  last  days 
with  their  sons.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  Amy,  first  married  Jackson  Chamberlain, 
of  Gibson,  and  after  his  death  wedded  Allman 
Clinton,  of  the  same  place,  who  is  also  now  de- 
ceased. She  has  three  children  living.  (2)  Louie 
married  John  Chapman  and  settled  in  Allegany 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  both  died,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, who  are  still  residents  of  that  county.  (3) 
Nancy  is  the  wife  of  William  Champin,  of  Alle- 
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gany  county,  and  has  a family.  (4)  Lucy,  born 
in  Jackson  township,  married  Hall  Estebrook,  of 
Oakland,  where  she  died,  leaving  a family.  (5)  Joel 
H.  married  Nancy  Wood  and  located  in  Jackson 
township,  where  he  died,  leaving  two  children — 
Frank  and  Rosey.  The  widow  still  resides  on  his 
farm  in  Jackson  township.  (6)  Charles  W.  is  a 
resident  of  Oakland.  (7)  George  W.  married  Jane 
Estabrook  and  settled  in  New  Milford,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Harford,  where  he  died,  leaving  a wife 
and  three  children  : William,  a resident  of  Gibson  ; 
Eugene,  of  Jackson  ; and  Lizzie,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Jackson.  (8)  Wesson  T.,  of  the  review, 
completes  the  family. 

Our  subject  passed  his  early  life  upon  the  old 
homestead  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Jackson  township.  When  a young  man  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a blacksmith,  and  later  con- 
ducted a shop  of  his  own.  In  1857  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Cordelia  French,  a daughter 
of  Nelson  French,  and  they  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  a farm  in  Oakland  township.  Subse- 
quently they  made  their  home  in  New  Milford  until 
1868,  when  they  removed  to  the  farm  in  Oakland 
township,  where  Mr.  Lamb  now  resides.  He  has 
made  many  useful  and  valuable  improvements  upon 
the  place,  including  the  erection  of  good  buildings, 
and  in  the  cultivation  of  his  land  has  met  with 
marked  success.  He  keeps  a large  herd  of  cows 
for  dairy  purposes  and  sells  milk  in  the  town  of 
Susquehanna. 

Mr.  Lamb’s  first  wife  died  in  1890,  leaving  four 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  Mary,  born  in  Jackson 

township,  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred  Dutcher,  of  Oak- 
land township,  whose  farm  adjoins  that  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  they  have  two  daughters,  Agnes  and  Ethel. 
(2-3)  Lewis  and  Lura,  twins,  were  born  in  New 
Milford.  The  former,  a resident  of  Susquehanna, 
married  Lucy  Card,  and  has  three  children — Willie, 
Nellie  and  Bessie.  The  latter  (Lura)  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Casey,  of  Oakland,  and  they  have  twelve 
children,  namely:  Bertha,  William,  Geneveive, 

Mary,  Margaret,  Frances,  Thomas,  Laurette,  Ag- 
nes, John,  Lawrence  and  Ellen.  (4)  Bird,  born  in 
Oakland  township,  married  Matie  Brush,  who  died 
a few  years  later,  leaving  one  daughter,  Ida,  and 
he  afterward  wedded  Minnie  Munson,  of  Oakland, 
by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Wesson.  Our  subject 
was  again  married,  in  July,  1896,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Anna  Lown,  of  Oakland  borough, 
a daughter  of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Rand)  Lown, 
natives  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, respectively.  After  their  marriage  they  re- 
sided in  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  where  Mrs.  Lamb  was 
born  in  1870,  and  she  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Susquehanna,  where  her  parents  now  live.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lamb  have  a little  daughter,  Mildred, 
born  September  28,  1898. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
Mr.  Lamb  has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters, 
and  he  has  been  several  times  elected  to  the  office 
of  school  director.  He  is  a member  of  Oakland 


Highland  Grange,  and  his  wife  holds  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  the  support 
of  which  he  contributes.  His  aid  is  never  with- 
held from  any  enterprise  which  he  believes  will 
prove  of  public  benefit,  and  he  is  justly  numbered 
among  the  valued  and  useful  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, as  well  as  one  of  its  most  highly  respected 
and  prosperous  citizens.  He  owns  one  of  the  larg- 
est dairy  farms  of  the  township,  and  through  his 
own  energy,  thrift  and  excellent  management  has 
secured  a comfortable  competence,  which  will  en- 
able him  to  spend  his  declining  years  in  ease  and 
comfort. 

HENRY  H.  STODDARD.  Among  the  pros- 
perous and  highly  respected  farmers  of  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  possesses  many  estimable  qualities 
as  a gentleman  and  as  a citizen,  and  who,  as  an 
agriculturist  is  progressive,  thorough  and  success- 
ful. He  was  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war  and 
comes  of  an  old  New  England  family.  His  parents, 
Jacob  and  Eliza  (Harris)  Stoddard,  were  natives  of 
Brattleboro,  Vt.,  where  they  were  born  in  1794  and 
1802,  respectively.  They  were  married  in  Vermont, 
and  in  1840  migrated  to  Susquehanna  county.  For 
two  years  they  lived  on  a rented  farm  in  Jackson 
township.  Then  purchasing  wild  land  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  New  Milford,  Jacob  Stoddard 
cleared  up  a valuable  farm,  and  there  he  continued 
to  reside  for  many  years.  He  erected  good  build- 
ings and  made  a comfortable  home  for  his  family. 
His  worthy  and  faithful  wife  died  in  April,  1875,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  Jacob  Stoddard 
died  in  1878,  while  on  a visit  in  Maine.  He  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church  for  many 
years,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  very  promi- 
nent members  of  that  church. 

To  Jacob  and  Eliza  Stoddard  were  born  ten 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  Helann,  born  in  Ver- 

mont in  December,  1820,  married  in  Vermont,  in 
1839,  Thomas  Butterfield,  and  with  him  migrated  to 
Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  she 
died,  leaving  seven  children:  Ellen,  wife  of  Slater 

Bingham,  of  Jackson  ; Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Theo- 
dore Perry,  of  Jackson ; Melvina,  wife  of  Edwin 
Perry,  of  Jackson;  Jenny  L.,  wife  of  Daniel  David- 
son, of  Lycoming  county;  Fremont,  of  Jackson 
township ; Frederick,  of  Jackson  township ; and 
Frank,  a merchant  of  Equinunk,  Penn.  (2)  Eliza 
A.,  born  in  May,  1823,  died  unmarried  in  New  Mil- 
ford in  1849.  (3)  Sarah,  born  April,  1827,  married 
Alfred  Stoddard,  of  Thompson,  and  there  reared 
a family  of  eight  children,  namely : Eleanor,  wife  of 
George  Decker ; Ezel,  now  residing  on  the  old 
homestead;  Josephine,  wife  of  G.  G.  Lewis;  Lu- 
cindia,  wife  of  Thomas  Benson  ; Olive,  wife  of  F.  E. 
Darling;  Flora,  wife  of  Earnest  Lathran ; Frank, 
who  now  lives  with  his  mother  on  a farm  in  Jack- 
son  township  ; and  one  daughter  deceased.  (4) 
Jacob,  born  in  November,  1830,  married  Elizabeth 
Marshall,  of  Lenox  township.  He  was  for  a time  a 
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carpenter  in  the  railroad  shops  * at  Susquehanna, 
then  settled  in  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  died ; both  his  children,  Eliza  and 
Eva,  are  dead.  (5)  Susan,  born  August  28,  1833, 
married  James  Sherman,  of  Great  Bend  township. 
They  settled  on  a farm  in  Franklin  township,  where 
both  died,  leaving  two  children — Henry,  a resident 
of  Franklin  township,  and  Nettie,  deceased.  (6) 
Horace,  born  in  August,  1835,  married  May  Harris 
in  1857,  and  settled  in  New  Milford  township.  He 
enlisted  in  1862,  in  Company  B,  17th  P.  V.  C.,  and 
was  with  Gen.  Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
raids.  He  now  occupies  the  old  Stoddard  farm  in 
New  Milford  township,  and  has  six  children — Hat- 
tie, Theda,  Carrie,  Melvina,  Eliza  and  Ola.  (7) 
John,  born  in  1838,  married  Almeda  Cowles,  and  is 
a farmer  of  Jackson  township.  He  has  four  chil- 
dren— Herbert,  baggage  master  on  the  Jefferson 
railroad;  Homer,  a resident  of  Franklin,  N.  Y. ; 
Anna,  wife  of  Grant  Bryant,  of  Jackson  township; 
and  Edith.  (8)  Hartley,  born  in  1840,  died  in  1866. 
(9)  Henry  IT.,  our  subject,  born  in  September, 
1843.  (IO)  Attai,  born  in  September,  1847,  mar- 
ried Mary  Van  Horn,  of  Thompson  township,  and 
settled  in  that  township,  following  railroading  as  a 
bridge  builder.  His  wife  died,  leaving  one  son, 
Melvin,  now  a resident  of  New  York.  Attai  Stod- 
dard later  married  Miss  Alice  Freeman,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  and  lives  in  Franklin  township. 

Henry  H.  Stoddard  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  New  Milford.  As  a boy  he  was  engaged  in  ped- 
dling meat,  assisting  his  father,  who  for  a time 
was  a butcher.  He  remained  on  the  farm  until  his 
enlistment,  in  September,  1862,  in  Company  B, 
17th  P.  V.  C.,  Captain  Whitney.  Entering  the 
army  of  the  Potomac,  the  maiden  engagement  of 
the  regiment  and  of  our  subject,  was  at  Occoquan 
Creek.  Camping  for  the  winter  in  Virginia,,  the 
regiment  was  with  Burnside  in  several  engagements 
the  following  spring  and  did  valiant  service  at 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg  and  other  battles.  Mr. 
Stoddard  remained  with  the  regiment  until  dis- 
charged on  surgeon’s  certificate,  January  22,  1864. 
Returning  home  he  was  married,  in  September  of 
that  year,  to  Miss  Emily  Tyler,  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Hannah  (Dix)  Tyler, 
natives  of  Connecticut,  who  became  early  and 
prominent  settlers  of  Jackson  township,  and  reared 
a family  of  eight  children,  namely  : Ellis  ; Emeline  ; 
Henry,  a comrade  of  our  subject  in  Company  B, 
17th  P.  V.  C.,  and  now  a resident  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ; Laura,  wife  of  Silas  Corwin,  of  Bingham- 
ton ; Juliette,  wife  of  Hollis  Barrett,  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county;  Lovisa,  wife  of  Jason 
Wilder,  of  Clinton  county,  Mich. ; Emily,  wife  of 
our  subject,  and  Harley  A.  George  W.  and  Han- 
nah Tyler  both  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Jack- 
son  township. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  settled  in  Sus- 
quehanna and  there  engaged  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ness for  two  years.  He  then  purchased  on  the 
Jackson  turnpike  a farm,  where  he  followed 


butchering  and  farming  for  a number  of  years. 
Buying  a farm  in  West  Jackson  he  there  engaged 
in  farming  until  his  removal  in  1878  to  Clinton 
county,  Mich.  Returning  to  Susquehanna  county 
in  1882,  he  purchased  the  Wells  homestead  in  Jack- 
son  township,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided, 
Mr.  Stoddard  has  remodeled  all  the  buildings,  and 
made  other  extensive  improvements  and  now  owns 
one  of  the  \yell  cultivated  farms  of  the  township. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  font- 
children,  namely:  Bertha,  born  in  January,  1866, 

married  Byrd  Larrabee,  a prominent  and  Well  con- 
nected young  farmer  of  Jackson  township,  who 
died  in  July,  1888,  leaving  no  children;  Ivera,  born 
in  March,  1868,  married  Miss  Emma  Leonard, 
daughter  of  Edwin  Leonard,  ex-sheriff  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  now  resides  in  .Binghamton, 
where  he  is  employed  as  a street  car  conductor; 
Grace,  born  in  March,  1876,  a graduate  of  the 
Montrose  High  school,  and  for  five  years  one  of  the 
successful  teachers  of  Jackson  township,  married 
in  April,  1898,  Gaylord  Curtis,  a young  business 
man  of  Binghamton;  Newton,  born  in  April,  1881, 
is  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Politically  our  subject  has  always  affiliated  with 
the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  prominent  in 
the  public  affairs  of  the  township  and  has  held  many 
of  its  offices.  Pie  served  one  term  as  constable, 
was  a school  director  for  nine  years  and  supervisor 
for  four  years.  He  is  a member  of  Myron  French 
Post,  No.  512,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  New  Milford  Lodge, 
F.  & A.  M.  In  1897  he  was  appointed  a delegate 
to  the  National  Farmers’  Congress  at  St.  Paul, 
Minn.  Himself  and  wife  are  prominent  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Lakeview,  in  which  for 
two  years  he  has  officiated  as  deacon  and  clerk. 

GEORGE  PERRY  STOCKHOLM,  a lead- 
ing and  representative  farmer  of  Franklin  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Dutchess  Co., 
N.  Y.,  May  9,  1844,  and  is  a son  of  William  and 
Charlotte  (Brown)  Stockholm,  also  natives  of  that 
county.  They  removed  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  in 
1851/and  in  1852  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
and  took  up  their  residence  upon  the  farm  where 
our  subject  now  resides.  The  father  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  throughout  life,  was  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
former  died  in  October,  1878,  aged  sixty-seven 
years,  the  latter  in  April,  1883,  aged  sixty-nine,  and 
both  were  buried  in  Lawsville  cemetery.  In  their 
family  were  the  following  children : Abby  J.,  wife 
of  Charles  Maury,  of  Hallstead ; Rachel  A.,  de- 
- ceased;  Aaron  E.,  a farmer  of  Liberty  township; 
Sarah  E.,  wife  of  J.  W.  Palmer,  of  Franklin  Forks; 
John  J.,  a merchant  of  Hickory  Grove,  Susque- 
hanna county;  George  P.,  our  subject;  Kate.  L., 
wife  of  Augustus  Hauser,  a confectioner  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; Mary  Ella,  Francis  M.  and  Lottie 
E.,  all  deceased;  Henrietta,  wife  of  Nathan  Jones, 
a farmer  of  Middletown,  Penn. ; Albert,  who  died 
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in  Hallstead,  Penn. ; and  Ida  L.,  wife  of  Charles 
Miller,  of  Paterson,  N.  J.  Our  subject’s  paternal 
grandparents  were  Aaron  and  Martha  (Griffin) 
Stockholm,  and  his  maternal  grandparents  were 
Joshua  and  Nancy  Brown,  all  of  Dutchess  county, 
New  York. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  George  P.  Stock- 
holm were  passed  on  the  home  farm,  but  when  the 
South  made  an  attempt  to  secede,  he  resolved  to 
strike  a blow  in  defense  of  the  Union,  and  enlisted 
in  September,  1862,  in  Company  C,  151st  P.  \ . I., 
under  Capt.  George  Crandell.  He  was  mustered  in 
at  Montrose,  where  the  regiment  was  assigned  to 
the  1st  Brigade,  3rd  Division,  1st  Corps,  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  where  his  com- 
pany lost  seventy-five  per  cent  of  its  members  in 
killed  and  wounded ; he  himself  was  taken  prisoner, 
but  was  paroled.  His  nine  months’  term  having 
expired,  he  was  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  Penn., 
July  13,  1863.  but  the  following  year  he  re-enlisted 
at  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  in  Troop  B,  1st  New  York 
Mounted  Rifles,  under  Capt.  George  W.  Freeborn. 
With  this  command  he  took  part  in  the  raid 
through  North  Carolina  to  Weldon,  and  during  his 
entire  service  was  in  five  engagements.  A part 
of  the  regiment,  designated  as  the  Fourth  Pro- 
visional Regiment  New  York  Cavalry,  remained 
in  the  field  until  September  6,  1865,  and  were  then 
discharged  at  Fortress  Monroe.  During  his  first 
term  Mr.  Stockholm  was  confined  in  the  hospital 
for  three  weeks  with  fever.  After  his  return  home 
he  purchased  a farm  in  Franklin  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  which  he  operated  until  1876,  and 
then  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  employed 
on  the  police  force  at  the  exposition  for  nine 
months.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  resumed  farm- 
ing in  Franklin  township,  but  two  years  later  went 
to  Hancock,  Mich.,  where  he  was  variously  em- 
ployed for  five  years.  The  first  year  he  worked  in 
a foundry  and  later  was  night  watchman  in  a saw- 
mill during  the  summer  months,  while  through  the 
winter  season  he  worked  in  the  lumber  woods. 
Since  his  return  to  Susquehanna  county,  he  has 
continued  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  and 
now  owns  two'  good  farms  in  Franklin  township, 
which  he  has  placed  under  excellent  cultivation  and 
well  improved.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has 
most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  served  his  fellow 
citizens  as  school  director  for  the  past  three  years, 
and  as  constable  for  the  past  eight  years.  Frater- 
nally he  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  and  the  Farmers  Alliance.  He  is 
also  president  of  the  Silver  Lake  Creamery  Com- 
pany, organized  in  1891. 

On  October  21,  1866,  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  Mr.  Stockholm  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Gaitie  Cronk,  a most  estimable 
lady,  by  whom  he  had  four  children  : Lottie  is  now 
the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  F.  Merrill,  a physician  of  Hall- 
stead,  Penn.,  and  has  three  children — Albert  L., 


Rena  and  Floyd ; Edmond  J.,  who  resides  in  Frank- 
lin, married  Cora  Borne  and  has  three  girls — Leah, 
Mildred  and  Irma ; Archie  W.  was  one  of  the  brave 
boys  who  offered  his  services  to  the  government 
during  the  war  with  Spain,  becoming  a member 
of  Company  G,  13th  P.  V.  I.,  and  he  died  of  typhoid 
fever  at  Fort  Myer  Hospital,  August  2,  1898;  and 
Richard  R.  is  with  his  parents. 

Mrs.  Stockholm  was  born  in  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  February  1,  1849,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Abby  (Light)  Cronk,  the 
former  a native  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  the 
latter  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  When  a 
young  man  the  father  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
with  his  parents,  William  and  Sally  (Myers)  Cronk, 
who  were  also  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Mrs. 
Stockholm’s  maternal  grandparents,  Elisha  and 
Nancy  Light,  also  passed  away  in  the  same  county. 
Her  father,  who  was  born  September  13,  1825,  is 
still  engaged  in  farming  in  Rush  township,  but 
the  mother,  who  was  born  February  26,  1826,  de- 
parted this  life  June  8,  1861,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Prospect  Hill  cemetery,  Jessup  township.  The 
children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  were  as  fol- 
lows: Gaitie,  wife  of  our  subject;  Montgomery, 

deceased;  John  E.,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township; 
and  Abbey  L.,  wife  of  Theron  Palmer,  of  Rush 
township.  Mrs.  Stockholm’s  grandfather,  Cronk, 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of '1812,  and  his  widow 
drew  a pension  during  her  life  time. 

WILLIAM  H.  TIFFANY,  a popular  engineer 
on  the  Susquehanna  division  of  the  Erie  Railroad, 
and  a worthy  citizen  of  Oakland  borough,  is  a 
native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  at  Harford,  in 
September,  1852,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  and  Isabel 
(Campbell)  Tiffany,  the  former  born  in  Chautauqua 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1812,  the  latte,,  in  Orange  county, 
the  same  State,  in  1818.  The  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, Silas  and  Hezekiah  (Smith)  Tiffany,  made 
their  home  near  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
reared  their  family'of  four  children,  namely:  Silas 
S.,  who  married  Nancy  Williams,  and  settled  in 
New  York;  Henry,  father  of  our  subject;  Harriet, 
wife  of  Caleb  Williams,  of  Chautauqua  county,  N. 
Y. ; and  Nathan,  who  married  Eliza  Darby,  and 
made  his  home  in  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  After  his 
marriage  Henry  Tiffany  located  at  Otisville, 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  later  purchased  a farm  in 
Harford  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
which  he  made  many  improvements,  clearing  his 
land  and  erecting  good  buildings  thereon.  In  1858 
he  traded  that  property  for  the  Stephens  farm  in 
Windsor  township,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  also 
bought  the  Hazzard  farm  adjoining.  There  he 
made  his  home  until  the  sad  death  of  himself  and 
wife,  being  burned  in  the  fire  which  destroyed  their 
residence. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  seven 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  John  C.,  born  in  Orange 

county,  N.  Y.,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Har- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1405 


ford,  and  as  an  engineer  he  has  followed  railroading 
since  a young  man,  his  home  being  in  Oakland, 
Penn.  He  married  Stella  Andrews,  of  Windsor, 
N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Robert  Andrews,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Flora,  now  the  wife  of  Nathaniel 
Decker,  of  Oakland,  by  whom  she  has  three  chil- 
dren, Mamie,  John  and  Nathaniel.  (2)  Mary,  born 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  married  S.  T.  Jenlcs  and 
died  in  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.  (3)  Tamar  A.,  born  in 
Orange  county,  is  now  the  wife  of  George  W.  An- 
drews, of  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  three 
children  living:  Ida,  wife  of  Willard  Judd,  a mer- 
chant of  Windsor ; Ellen,  wife  of  Orville  Palmer,  a 
merchant  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  and  Frank,  operator 
and  station  agent  at  Hartford,  Conn.  (4)  Harriet 
A.,  born  on  the  home  farm  in  Harford  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  married  Orlando  S.  An- 
drews, of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died,  leav- 
ing four  children  : Marshall,  now  a United  States 
government  clerk  at  Washington,  D.  C. ; Hollas, 
a business  man  of  Chicago,  111. ; Mary,  wife  of  a Mr. 
Wolf,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Conley,  a merchant 
of  Chicago.  (5)  Arminda  J.,  born  in  Harford 
township,  is  the  widow  of  Sanford  Spearbeck,  of 
Harpersville,  N.  Y.,  and  has  two  children  : Hattie, 
wife  of  George  Whitney,  of  Oakland,  Penn. ; and 
Grace,  who  is  with  her  mother.  (6)  Isabel,  born 
in  Harford  township,  is  the  wife  of  Levi  Webb,  an 
engineer  on  the  New  York  & Erie  Railroad,  resid- 
ing in  Oakland,  Penn.,  and  they  have  one  son, 
George,  who  married  Maud  Hart  and  resides  in 
Oakland. 

William  H.  Tiffany  completes  the  family.  He 
received  a fair  education  in  the  schools  of  Windsor, 
N.  Y.,  and  also  took  a business  course  in  the  Lowell 
Commercial  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  March,  1870.  In  1873  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Katie  A.  Pierce,  of  Windsor,  N.  Y., 
a daughter  of  Harvey  and  Betsy  Pierce,  and  they  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Windsor,  where  Mr.  Tiffany  followed  farming  for 
two  years.  In  1876  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Oak- 
land, Penn.,  where  in  1887  he  erected  a good  mod- 
ern residence  that  has  since  been  his  home.  In 
1879  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
Company  as  fireman,  and  in  1886  was  promoted  to 
engineer,  in  which  capacity  he  has  served  the  com- 
pany ever  since  in  a most  commendable  and  satis- 
factory manner,  at  present  running  a regular  train 
from  Susquehanna  to  Hornellsville,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Tiffany,  who  was  a most  estimable  lady, 
died  in  1891,  leaving  one  son,  Leonard  R.,  a tele- 
graph operator  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad, 
who  was  born  in  Oakland,  in  August,  1879,  and 
received  a good  education  in  the  graded  schools  of 
that  place.  In  1892  our  subject  married  Miss  Jen- 
nie Kent,  an  accomplished  lady,  who  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Windsor  and  Binghamton,  N.  Y.. 
and  is  a daughter  of  Eri  and  Amanda  (Howell) 
Kent,  prominent  citizens  of  Windsor.  They  have  no 
children  of  their  own,  but  are  now  rearing  an 
adopted  child.  Politically  Mr.  Tiffany  has  always 


been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
socially  he  is  a member  of  Susquehanna  Lodge,  No. 
137,  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers.  He  is 
well  known  as  a whole-souled,  genial  gentleman, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  engineers  on  the 
road.  In  connection  with  railroading,  he  is  also 
interested  in  farming,  which  he  conducts  on  quite 
an  extensive  scale,  employing  a number  of  men  and 
teams  in  the  operation  of  his  land. 

NOAH  PHILLIPS.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  for  the  past  forty  years  been  one  of  the 
most  active  and  successful  citizens  of  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  He  is  the  descendant 
of  a pioneer  family,  one  which  has  been  prominent 
in  the  settlement  and  development  of  northeastern 
Pennsylvania.  His  grandfather,  Noah  Phillips,  was 
born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  tnere  married  Esther 
Dickson,  and  with  his  family  moved  to  Abington 
township,  Luzerne  county  (now  Lackawanna), 
where  he  purchased  a wilderness  farm  and  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  years  amid  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  a pioneer  settlement.  His  children 
were:  Aaron,  father  of  our  subject;  Russell; 

Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Sheldin  Parker,  of  Abington  town- 
ship ; Esther,  who  married  Loren  Wright ; Mittie, 
who  married  Plenry  Travis,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
and  Hulda,  who  married  Milton  Wetherby,  and 
lives  in  Abington  township. 

Aaron  Phillips,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  February,  1809.  He  was  reared  in  Lu- 
zerne county  and  there  married  Nancy  Reynolds, 
daughter  of  Phineas  and  Dorcas  (Northrop)  Rey- 
nolds. He  engaged  actively  in  the  arduous  duties 
which  in  his  day  confronted  the  ambitious  resident 
of  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  and  became  a lum- 
berman and  sawyer.  Later  in  life  he  followed  shoe- 
making. From  Luzerne  county  he  removed  to 
Lenox  township,  where  he  died  in  1871,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years.  His  wife  died  in  Lenox  township,  aged 
seventy  years.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
Noah,  our  subject;  Clarinda,  wife  of  Simon  Marcy ; 
Phineas  R.,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
is  now  a farmer  of  Lenox  township ; Russell,  who 
as  a member  of  Company  A,  107th  P.  V.  I.,  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg ; Susan,  wife  of 
Truman  Targe,  a farmer. 

Noah  Phillips  was  born  in  Abington  township, 
Luzerne 'county  (now  Lackawanna),  May  18,  1833. 
He  received  a fair  common  school  education,  such 
as  the  time  and  place  afforded,  and  when  a boy  be- 
gan to  look  out  for  himself.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  commenced  lumbering  in  Abington  and 
Lenox  townships,  and  in  the  latter  township  he 
purchased  100  acres  of  land,  nearly  all  wild.  This 
he  cleared  and  forty  acres  of  the  tract  he  sold.  The 
remainder  is  almost  entirely  cleared  and  on  this 
Mr.  Phillips  is  now  engaged  in  general  farming. 
He  was  married  February  22,  1883,  to  Miss  Esther 
E.  Ireland,  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah  (Rey- 
nolds) Ireland.  Their  only  child,  Nancy,  died  in 
infancy.  In  1865  Mr.  Phillips  enlisted  in  Company 
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B,  177th  P.  V.  I.,  and  served  nine  months,  his  term 
of  enlistment. 

In  politics  Mr.  Phillips  is  a stanch  Republican. 
He  has  served  as  township  treasurer,  but  declined 
re-election.  He  is  a member  of  Capt.  Lyons  Post, 
No.  85,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Glenwood.  Pie  ranks  high  as 
a successful  agriculturist  and  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial and  influential  men  of  the  township. 

HENRY  PRICE.  Not  least  among  the 
features  of  Monroe  county  are  its  picturesque  and 
beautiful  scenery,  its  clear  bracing  summer  air,  the 
generous  hospitality  of  its  old  families.  The  county 
has  attracted  the  denizens  of  the  crowded  city  in 
happy  throngs,  and  its  sylvan  shades,  bounteous 
tables  and  exhilarating  natural  effects  have  brought 
happiness  and  tender  memories  to  thousands  of 
visitors.  One  of  the  popular  destinations  of  the 
well  informed  summer  sojourners  from  the  busy 
activities  of  urban  life  is  “Mountain  House,”  most 
pleasantly  located  at  Barrett  township.  Its  pro- 
prietor is  Henry  Price,  a typical  representative  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  families  of  the 
county. 

His  grandfather,  Joseph  Price,  was  one  of  the 
oldest  and  earliest  settlers  on  the  Delaware  river, 
at  Shawnee,  making  the  desolate  region  his  home 
when  Indians  held  claim  to  the  land,  and  dwelt  on 
the  shores  of  the  historic  stream.  There  Joseph 
Price  lived  the  peaceful  and  arduous  life  of  a farmer 
and  there  on  the  home  he  had  founded  he  died, 
leaving  four  children:  Ichabod,  George,  John  and 
Anne.  George  emigrated  to  the  West  and  was 
never  heard  from  by  his  friends ; Anne  married 
John  Houser,  of  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  died, 
leaving  a family  of  children,  of  whom  Milton  and 
Frank  now  reside  at  that  place;  John  died,  leaving 
a thrifty  and  prosperous  line  of  descendants. 

Ichabod  Price,  the  eldest  of  the  family  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Shawnee  in 
1798.  There  he  married  Nancy  Henry  and  set- 
tled in  Henryville,  where  he  assisted  his  father-in- 
law  in  operating  the  latter’s  sawmills.  After  these 
mills  burned  Ichabod  Price  purchased  1,100  acres 
of  timber  land  in  Barrett  township,  erected  a large 
sawmill  on  Broadheads  Creek  and  engaged  exten- 
sively in  lumbering,  rafting  his  lumber  in  small 
rafts  out  into  the  Delaware,  and  there  combining 
them  into  larger  rafts  and  running  them  to  Phila- 
delphia, Camden,  and  other  markets  below.  On 
this  tract  of  land  Ichabod  Price  cleared  out  a large 
farm  and  erected  good  buildings.  Pie  died  on  this 
old  homestead  in  1878  and  his  worthy  helpmeet 
passed  away  in  1883.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat and  he  held  several  offices  of  trust.  His  family 
of  thirteen  children  were  as  follows:  (1)  Jacob, 

who  married  Mary  A.  Staymates,  of  Hamilton 
township.  He  settled  on  a portion  of  the  old  home 
farm  and  died,  leaving  six  children : Lavina,  wife 
of  Mat  Bush,  of  Stroud  township ; Theadore  mar- 
ried and  living  on  the  old  homestead ; Tames ; 
Rufus;  Ella,  wife  of  James  Shoemaker,  of  Goulds- 


borough,  Penn.;  and  Ichabod.  (2)  Joseph  H.,  who 
died  unmarried  in  1896.  (3)  Lavina,  who  married 
Stephen  H.  Peters,  of-Priceburg,  and  died,  leaving 
no  family.  (4)  James,  a lumberman  of  White 
Haven,  Luzerne  county,  by  his  first  wife,  Susan 
Feriner,  has  four  children — Howard,  Mary,  Millard 
and  Plarry;  and  by  his  second  wife,  Julia  Jones, 
two  children — Frank  and  Stella.  (5)  Edward  H., 
a farmer  on  a portion  of  the  old  home  tract,  married 
Annie  M.  Boyer  and  died  in  1897;  she  died  in  1894; 
of  their  children,  Ida,  Newman,  Herman  and  Harry, 
died  young;  Rachel  is  the  wife  of  Reuben  Dean, 
of  Scranton;  Jane  lives  at  Philadelphia;  Anne  mar- 
ried Daniel  Price  and  died  at  Scranton;  Robert 
lives  on  the  old  homestead ; Mary,  not  married ; 
and  Blanche  is  married  and  lives  at  Newark,  N.  J. 
(6)  Lydia  A.,  who  married  Jacob  Miller,  a black- 
smith and  farmer  at  Cresco,  and  of  their  children, 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Stewart  Shannon,  of  Cresco  ; 
and  Harry,  a business  man  in  New  York  City.  (7) 
Hanna,  deceased,  who  wedded  John  Brown,  of 
Bradford  county,  and  her  children  were  Mary,  Price 
(now  living  in  California),  Laura,  Lizzie,  Susan, 
Charles  and  Mahlon.  (8)  Lizzie,  deceased,  who 
married  Abram  Widmore,  of  Delaware,  and  her 
children  were : Floyd,  a college  student  preparing 
for  the  ministry ; Edgar,  Lula  and  Elizabeth.  (9) 
Susan,  deceased,  who  became  the  wife  of  Abram 
Albert,  of  Canadensis,  and  had  two  children,  Nellie 
and  Blanche  S.  (10)  Sarah  J.,  died  when  a young 
woman.  (11)  Martha,  died  in  infancy.  (12)  An 
infant  died  unnamed.  (13)  Henry,  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Plenry  Price,  the  youngest  member  of  his 
father’s  family,  was  born  in  Barrett  township,  De- 
cember 23,  1840.  He  grew  up  on  his  father’s  farm, 
received  a good  common  school  education  and  as- 
sisted in  the  extensive  lumbering  and  farming  oper- 
ations there  conducted.  He  enlisted  in  Company 
H,  176th  regiment,  P.  V.  I.,  for  nine  months,  and 
was  mustered  in  service  at  Philadelphia  in  Novem- 
ber, 1862,  under  Capt.  Sam  S.  Keller.  From  Phila- 
delphia the  regiment  proceeded  to  Washington,  via 
Baltimore,  and  was  assigned  to  Gen.  Foster’s  com- 
mand. Moving  to  Suffolk,  Va.,  the  regiment  was 
on  duty  there  one  month,  and  then  marched  to  Hal- 
ley Landing,  N.  C.  There  our  subject  was  detailed 
to  look  after  the  officers’  horses  and  perform  other 
special  duty  for  about  four  and  a half  months. 
Rejoining  his  regiment  at  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  he  there 
did  picket  duty  for  some  time,  thence  moved  by 
boat  to  Hilton  Head,  where  he  was  stricken  with 
fever  and  was  removed  to  New  York.  His  term 
of  enlistment  expiring  in  August,  1863,  he  was 
sent  home.  After  recovering  from  his  illness  Mr 
Price  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wintergreen 
oil  for  about  five  years,  operating  a distillery  for 
that  purpose  on  the  old  homestead.  In  1870  he 
bought  100  acres  of  his  father’s  land,  improved  it 
and  erected  a substantial  home.  Mr.  Price  has 
since  added  to  the  acreage  and  has  brought  it  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation. 
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In  1872  he  married  Miss  Fredericka  Mick, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rachel  Mick.  Jacob  Mick 
was  a prominent  business  man  of  New  York  City, 
but  because  of  failing  health  he,  in  1855,  purchased 
a farm  in  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
moved  his  family  there.  He  died  a few  months 
later,  leaving  a wife  and  five  children — Charles  P., 
who  married  Emily  Deubler  and  died  in  Barrett 
township.  He  was  the  father  of  the  following  chil- 
dren : Edith,  Lottie,  Frederick  and  Irwin.  (2) 

Catherine,  who  married  Townson  Price  and  had 
children  as  follows : Myron,  Arthur,  Clarence, 

Mary,  Joseph  and  Raymond.  (3)  Fredericka,  born 
October  20,  1848,  in  New  York  City,  and  educated 
chiefly  in  the  schools  of  Barrett.  (4)  Jacob  S.,  of 
Stroudsburg',  who  married  Katherine  Miller,  and 
had  children : Rosella  and  Frank.  (5)  Emma  A., 
who  wedded  Harry  Van  Blarcom,  of  Mountain 
Home,  and  has  three  children : Charles,-  Frances 

Ada  and  Ethel. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Price  brought  his 
young  wife  to  his  present  home.  Several  large  ad- 
ditions have  since  been  made  and  the  property  has 
been  greatly  improved.  It  is  situated  in  the  Pocono 
Mountain  region  of  Monroe  county,  and  in  the 
most  healthful  and  beautiful  part  of  Pennsylvania. 
It  is  2,000  feet  above  tidewater  and  is  a distance  of 
one  and  a fourth  miles  from  the  Cresco  station  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  R.  R.,  and 
is  a quiet  and  home-like  retreat.  The  furniture  of 
the  homestead  has  been  selected  with  a view  to  com- 
fort and  neatness.  Both  city  and  local  markets 
supply  the  table,  the  farm  offers  fruit  and  vegetables 
and  the  home  dairy  milk  and  cream.  There  is  an 
ever  flowing  iron  spring  upon  the  premises  and 
many  pleasant  walks  and  drives.  The  famous  Buck 
Hill  Falls  are  only  a mile  and  a half  away,  and  many 
excellent  trout  streams  are  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity. An  efficient  livery  is  always  at  hand  with  easy, 
comfortable  carriages  and  careful  drivers.  The 
beautiful  mountain  scenery,  pure  air  and  water,  a 
table  furnished  with  wholesome  food  and  delicacies 
render  this  home  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  the 
country  for  those  seeking  comfort,  ease  and  recrea- 
tion. 

Politically  Mr.  Price  since  attaining  his  ma- 
jority has  always  been  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  was  reared  under  the  influences 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Price  have  been  born  five  children,  as  follows : 
(1)  Alonzo  H.,  born  March  25,  1873,  is  a bright, 
scholarly  young  man,  well  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  now  assistant  to  his  father  at  the  home- 
stead. (2)  Elsie  E.,  born  October  7,  1875,  is  a high 
school  graduate  and  also  a member  of  the  class 
1896  of  East  Stroudsburg  Normal.  She  taught  one 
year  in  Barrett  township,  and  is  now  teaching  in 
public  schools  of  New  Jersey,  and  is  one  of  the 
recog'nized  talented  educators  which  Monroe  coun- 
ty has  sent  out  into  the  world;  (3)  Olive  A.,  born 
October  31,  1877,  is  a graduate,  with  high  honors, 
of  the  East  Stroudsburg  Normal,  class  of  1898,  and 


is  now  a successful  teacher  in  Monroe  county,  and  a 
general  favorite  among  a wide  circle  of  friends  for 
her  many  womanly  qualities.  (4)  Mabel  L.,  born 
December  4,  1879,  is  now  a music  student  at  East 
Stroudsburg  Normal,  and  a young  lady  of  scholarly 
ability.  (5)  Aman  Henry,  born  July  24,  1886, 
died  in  1890. 

JOHN  DE  LA  FONTAINE  owns  and  oper- 
ates a good  farm  in  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  milk  business 
in  Carbondale,  making  daily  trips  to  that  city.  He 
was  born  there,  April  5,  1858,  a son  of  Anthony  and 
Sarah  M.  (Connor)  De  La  Fontaine.  The  father 
was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  March  30,  1829,  and 
is  a son  of  Anthony  and  Theresa  (Lungavel)  De 
La  Fontaine,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that 
country,  dying  in  Montreal,  the  former  in  1851, 
aged  seventy-four  years,  the  latter  in  April,  1877, 
aged  seventy-seven.  They  were  communicants  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  O11  coming  to  the  United 
States  in  1849,  the  father  of  our  subject  located  in 
Carbondale,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  Railroad  Company  until  lo- 
cating upon  his  present  farm  in  Clifford  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  April,  1880.  In  Carbon- 
dale he  was  married,  January  it,  1855,  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  Hallock,  who  was  born  in  Providence,  Penn., 
August  21,  1829,  a daughter  of  William  and  Han- 
nah (Rivenburg)  Connor.  She  first  married  Peter 
Hallock,  by  whom  she  had  three  children:  (1) 

Mary  is  now  the  widow  of  Wright  Campbell,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children — Wright  and  Gertrude 
— and  now  resides  in  Carbondale.  (2)  Emma  is  the 
wife  of  Andrew  Lindsley,  of  Jerrnyn,  Penn.,  and 
they  have  three  children — Nellie,  Sarah  and  Nettie. 
(3)  Charles  P.,  a resident  of  Carbondale,  married 
Lydia  Smith  and  has  one  daughter — Sarah  May. 
Our  subject  is  the  older  of  the  two  children  born  of 
the  second  marriage.  The  other,  Lenora,  married 
George  Breece,  a conductor  on  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Railroad,  residing  in  Carbondale,  and  died 
leaving  four  children  : Willis,  Willard,  Leon  and 

Glenn. 

John  De  La  Fontaine  made  his  home  with  his 
parents,  and  worked  the  farm  for  his  father  until 
March,  1893,  when  he  located  upon  his  present 
farm.  During  the  residence  of  the  family  in  Car- 
bondale, he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Railroad  Company  as  car  runner  for  ten 
years.  As  an  agriculturist  he  is  meeting  with  good 
success,  and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  his 
place  testifies  to  his  industry,  energy  and  ability. 
He  is  a supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  its 
principles  and  has  served  as  school  director  for  the 
past  three  years.  Religiously  he  is  a member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  is  a member  of 
the  blue  lodge  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Heptasophs,  both  of  Forest  City, 
and  the  United  American  Mechanics,  at  Dundaff. 

On  April  25,  1881,  in  Carbondale,  Mr.  De  La 
Fontaine  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Fanny 
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E.  Goodrich,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children: 
Raymond,  at  home;  and  Lenora,  deceased.  Mrs. 
De  La  Fontaine  was  born  in  Cochecton,  N.  Y., 
December  6,  1858,  a daughter  of  George  and  Han- 
nah (Lent)  Goodrich,  natives  of  Orange  county, 
that  State.  Her  father  entered  the  Union  service 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany K,  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Perryville.  By  trade  he  was  a shoe- 
maker. His  wife  died  at  the  home  of  a son  in  Kan- 
sas, in  1885.  Their  children  were:  Nathaniel,  a 

farmer  of  Greenfield,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.; 
Martha,  wife  of  John  Whiting;  David,  a meat  mer- 
chant of  Kansas;  Flattie,  wife  of  Luther  Wells,  of 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county;  Stephen, 
a farmer  of  Kansas;  Fanny  E.,  Mrs.  De  La  Fon- 
taine; and  George,  a carpenter  of  Scranton.  Mrs. 
De  La  Fontaine  is  a lady  of  culture,  who  began 
teaching  school  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and 
taught  for  several  years  prior  to  her  marriage,  and 
for  two  terms  since. 

HORACE  BUSFI,  M.  D„  of  East  Strouds- 
burg, Monroe  county,  has  won  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion as  a practitioner  there  and  elsewhere,  and  al- 
though his  attention  is  at  present  devoted  to  the 
drug  business,  he  is  frequently  called  in  council 
in  important  cases.  He  comes  of  a family  which 
has  furnished  several  able  workers  to  the  medical 
profession,  and  his  father,  the  late  Dr.  Philip  M. 
Bush,  practiced  in  Monroe  county  successfully  for 
more  than  half  a century.  The  family  originated  in 
Holland,  the  name  being  Bosch  in  the  old  records, 
and  our  subject’s  ancestors  seem  to  have  settled 
first  near  Esopus  or  Rondout,  N.  Y.,  on  the  Hud- 
son, while  later  generations,  following  the  tide  of 
progress,  came  down  the  Delaware  and  located  on 
the  plain  at  the  present  site  of  Shawness. 

Dr.  Philip  M.  Bush,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  in  1811, 
and  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Herring,  of  Ham- 
ilton township,  then  a part  of  Northampton  county. 
During  the  winters  of  1833  and  1834  he  attended 
the  medical  department  of  Jefferson  College  in 
Philadelphia.  On  leaving  that  institution  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  at  Craig’s  Meadow,  Monroe 
county.  In  1838  he  removed  to  Marshall’s  Creek, 
a little  hamlet  about  six  miles  north  of  Stroudsburg, 
where  he  spent  his  remaining  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  1890.  He  had  a large  practice,  and  his 
keen  and  active  mind  kept  him  well  abreast  of  the 
advance  in  medical  science.  As  a citizen  he  was 
held  in  high  esteem  and  in  1847  he  represented  his 
locality  in  the  State  Legislature,  but  he  afterward 
declined  all  offers  of  official  position,  and  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  J.  La  Bar,  a daughter  of  George 
La  Bar  and  a member  of  an  old  Monroe  county  fam- 
ily. Of  their  eight  children,  the  first,  Francis,  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years ; .Samuel  resides  near 
Craig's  Meadows  ; Miss  Albina  resides  at  that  place  ; 
Robert  settled  in  Trenton,  N.  J. ; Edwin  is  a farmer 
in  Monroe  county;  Lewis,  deceased,  is  mentioned 


more  fully  below;  Horace,  our  subject,  is  the  sev- 
enth in  order  of  birth ; Van  L.,  a resident  of  Strouds- 
burg, follows  the  occupation  of  carpenter  and 
builder. 

Lewis  Bush,  M.  D.,  brother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  3,  1848,  at  Marshall’s  Creek,  and  after 
pursuing  an  elementary  course  of  study  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  near  the  homestead,  he  attended  the 
Stroudsburg  Seminary,  taught  by  Mrs.  Lizzie  Mal- 
vern, and  Wyoming  Seminary,  at.  Kingston,  Lu- 
zerne Co.,  Penn.  In  1869,  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  with  his  father,  and  later  he  took  a course 
in  Jefferson  Medical  School  at  Philadelphia,  gradu- 
ating in  1872.  For  a few  months  of  that  year  he 
had  an  office  at  Delaware  Water  Gap,  but  then 
he  located  at  East  Stroudsburg,  where  he  continued 
in  successful  practice  until  his  death  in  October, 
1892.  In  April,  1883,  he  formed  a partnership 
with  Dr.  Irvine  R.  Bush,  a graduate  of  that  year 
from  Jefferson  Medical  College.  Dr.  Lewis  Bush 
manifested  in  many  ways  the  public  spirit  and  pro- 
gressive mind  which  has  always  characterized  the 
family,  taking  especial  interest  in  educational  and 
religious  movements.  For  three  years  he  served  as 
school  director  and  forty-two  years  he  was  secretary 
of  the  school  board.  Financially  he  was  successful 
and  he  owned  valuable  real  estate  in  East  Strouds- 
burg, including  the  rink.  In  1874  he  married  Miss- 
Anna  Louisa  Huntsberger,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Huntsberger,  of  Centerville,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn.  To  this  union  was  born  one  child,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Our  subject  first  saw  the  light  February  3,. 
1850,  at  the  old  homestead  at  Marshall’s  Creek, 
and  received  his  literary  education  in  the  local 
schools  and  the  seminary  at  Kingston.  For  some 
time  he  taught  school  successfully,  while  reading 
medicine  with  his  father  and  brother,  and  after  a 
course  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  he  received, 
in  1875,  the  degree  of  M.  D.  On  beginning  prac- 
tice he  spent  one  year  at  East  Stroudsburg,  and 
two  years  at  Marshall’s  Creek  and  then  he  located 
in  Bradford  county,  where  he  passed  eleven  years. 
Since  that  time  he"  has  made  his  home  at  East 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  purchased  his  present  drug 
store.  Fie  is  a man  of  fine  mental  powers,  of  a 
thoughtful  and  reflective  turn,  and  is  keenly  inter- 
ested in  all  questions  and  movements  which  affect 
the  welfare  of  the  community.  In  1875  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Laura  P.  Loder,  daughter  of  A.  W. 
Loder,  of  East  Stroudsburg. 

ALBERT  COREY.  The  story  of  the  founders 
of  this  nation,  and  of  the  Revolutionary  forefathers, 
is  interesting,  not  only  from  a historical  standpoint, 
but  also  as  a source  of  inspiration  and  encour- 
agement to  others.  Yet  we  need  not  look  to  the 
past ; the  present  furnishes  many  examples  worthy 
of  emulation,  in  the  men  who  have  risen  through 
their  own  efforts  to  positions  of  prominence  and 
importance  in  business,  professional  and  political 
circles.  To  this  class  belongs  Albert  Corey,  one  of 
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the  most  progressive  business  men  of  Uniondale, 
Susquehanna  county. 

Mr.  Corey  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
born  in  South  Gibson,  June  14,  1845,  a son  °f 
Andrew  and  Fidelia  (Conrad)  Corey,  also  natives 
of  Gibson  township.  The  father  was  a miller  by 
trade,  and  operated  gristmills  in  Glenwood  and 
South  Gibson,  but  later  turned  his  attention  to 
farming.  In  1865  he  removed  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  and  in  Preston,  that  county,  he  and  his  wife 
•died,  the  former  in  September,  1877,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-six  years,  the  latter  in  November,  1876,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five.  They  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Preston  township.  The  father  was  a stanch  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Union 
army  for  nine  months  during  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion. In  his  family  were  four  children : Edwin, 
a retired  manufacturer;  Albert,  our  subject;  Fran- 
ces, wife  of  William  F.  Ketchum,  a merchant  of 
Peckville,  Penn.;  and  Charles  D.,  who  lives  on  the 
old  home  farm  in  Preston.  Our  subject’s  maternal 
grandparents,  John  and  Betsey  (Ressigue)  Conrad, 
were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  early  settlers  of 
South  Gibson,  where  the  grandfather  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Until  the  age  of  sixteen  years  Albert  Corey 
entered  his  father’s  mill,  continuing  to  work  there 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  after  which  he  was 
employed  in  the  mills  at  Lenoxville,  Penn.  Subse- 
quently he  was  weigher  on  the  docks  at  New  York 
City,  and  in  1871  came  to  Uniondale,  where,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  Edwin,  he  engaged  in 
the  milling  business  for  twelve  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  sold  out  to  his  brother.  In  1884 
he  removed  to  his  present  farm,  and  built  thereon 
the  mill  which  he  now  operates.  The  place  was 
formerly  known  as  the  old  Ira  Nichols  sawmill. 
Here  Mr.  Corey  has  an  extensive  plant,  run  by 
water  power,  and  carries  on  the  grist  and  saw  mill 
business,  hay  and  straw  pressing,  and  threshing,  in 
connection  with  farming.  He  owns  about  500  acres 
of  valuable  land,  and  in  business  affairs  is  meeting 
with  most  excellent  success,  being  industrious,  en- 
ergetic, enterprising  and  progressive.  His  prosper- 
ity is  due  entirely  to  his  own  well-directed  efforts 
and  good  management.  He  is  a stanch  Republican 
in  politics,  but  has  never  had  time  or  inclination 
for  public  office,  though  he  has  served  as  school 
director,  and  was  elected  a member  of  the  borough 
council  in  February,  1899.  He  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  been  trustee 
of  the  same  since  the  erection  of  the  house  of  wor- 
ship, in  1894. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Clinton  township, 
Wayne  county,  Mr.  Corey  was  married,  by  Rev. 
James  R.  Remsen,  a Baptist  minister.  May  4, 
1876,  to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  Curtis.  They  have  an  in- 
teresting family  of  five  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Arthur  Byron,  April 
21,  1877;  Henry  Curtis,  September  25,  1878;  Charles 
Banning,  April  8,  1886 ; Louisa  May,  March  8, 
1889;  and  Grace  Isabel,  December  9,  1895.  The 


family  possess  remarkable  musical  talent,  and  with 
the  exception  of  Grace,  who  is  still  too  young,  all 
play  on  some  musical  instrument,  Arthur  B.  being 
the  present  leader  of  the  Uniondale  Cornet  Band. 

Mrs.  Corey  was  born  in  Clinton  township, 
Wayne,  Co.,  Penn.,  August  25,  1852,  and  remained 
on  the  old  homestead  until  seventeen  years  of  age, 
when  she  commenced  teaching  in  the  district  school 
at  Mt.  Pleasant,  same  county.  For  three  vears 
she  was  a student  at  the  Lewisburg  Institute,  from 
which  she  graduated  in  1874,  and  she  continued  to 
teach  school  at  intervals  until  after  her  marriage. 
She  also  taught  instrumental  music,  and  is  now  giv- 
ing her  children  thorough  instruction  along  that 
line.  At  the  age  of  twenty  she  united  with  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Lewisburg,  and  is  now  an  active 
and  prominent  member  of  that  denomination  at 
Herrick  Center.  Her  father,  Henry  B.  Curtis,  was 
born  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  near  Binghamton, 
January  1,  1825,  a son  of  Rev.  Henry  and  Eliza 
(Banning)  Curtis,  who  were  born  in  England,  and 
married  in  New  York,  and  located  in  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  spending  their  last  days,  however, 
in  Clinton  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  The  grand- 
father, who  was  a Baptist  minister,  died  August  14, 
1866,  aged  sixty-six  years,  and  his  wife  died  in  1879, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  at  Honesdale. 

Henry  B.  Curtis  was  ten  years  old  when  taken 
by  his  parents  to-  Wayne  county,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  and  dairymen  of  his  community,  has  held 
many  township  offices,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
a deacon  in  the  Clinton  Baptist  Church,  of  which 
his  wife  is  also  a faithful  member.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Louisa  Griswold,  was  born  in  Clin- 
ton township,  Wayne  county,  November  2,  1828, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Francis  and  Jane  (Loomis) 
Griswold,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut, respectively,  and  early  settlers  of  Clinton  town- 
ship. They  located  on  the  farm  where  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Curtis  are  now  living,  and  there  Mr.  Griswold 
conducted  a hotel  for  many  years.  He  was  born 
November  14,  1793,  and  died  in  September,  1869, 
and  his  wife,  born  March  11,  1792,  died  March  19, 
1881  ; both  were  buried  in  Clinton  Center.  They 
were  married  March  20,  1821.  His  father,  John 
Griswold,  was  a Revolutionary  soldier. 

Mrs.  Corey  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  eleven 
children.  (2)  Francis  Henry,  born  January  7,  1855, 
was  married  in  1889  to  Rena  Stanton.  He  is  a 
farmer  in  Clinton  township.  (3)  William  Vantas- 
sel,  born  June  6,  1857,  was  married  in  i8qo,  to 

Mary  . He  was  formerly  a merchant, 

and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  South  Dakota. 
(4)  Harriet  Annis,  born  November  2,  1859,  was 
married  in  1881  to  Milo  Gardner,  a railroad  en- 
gineer, of  Carbondale,  Penn.  (5)  Augusta  Ger- 
trude, born  June  1,  1862,  taught  public  school  for 
a time  in  Pennsylvania  and  South  Dakota,  and  in 
1892  entered  upon  a course  of  study  in  the  Baptist 
Training  School  for  Christian  Work,  in  Philadel- 
phia, graduating  in  1894.  She  is  now  engaged  in 
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missionary  work  at  Franklinton,  N.  C.  (6)  George 
Augustus,  twin  of  Augusta,  was  married  in  1889 
to  Jennie  Genther.  He  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Clinton  township.  (7)  Laura  Melinda,  born  July 
29,  1864,  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 
In  1883  she  graduated  from  Pleasant  Mount  Acad- 
emy, and  later  took  a course  at  the  Mansfield 
(Penn.)  State  Normal  School,  graduating  from  the 
latter  institution  in  1886.  With  the  exception  of 
three  years — one  spent  in  North  Carolina,  and  two 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  the  employ  of  the  gov- 
ernment— she  continued  teaching  in  Pennsylvania. 
In  1898  she  became  the  wife  of  William  Rude,  a 
farmer  of  Clinton.  (8)  Arthur  Hamilton,  born  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1867,  was  married,  in  1895,  to  Katherine 
Giles.  He  is  a milk  merchant  in  Clinton  township. 
(9)  Carrie  Isabelle,  born  August  9,  1869,  died  Sep- 
tember 12,  same  year.  (10)  Amanda  Irene,  born 
June  17,  1871,  graduated  from  the  Carbondale  high 
school  in  1890,  attended  school  at  Factoryville, 
taught  in  South  Dakota,  and  attended  the  D.  L. 
Moody  school  at  Chicago,  graduating  therefrom  in 
1897,  and  engaging  in  evangelistic  work.  In  1899 
she  married  Rev.  James  Patey.  (11)  Nathan  Jud- 
son,  born  March  23,  1874,  died  May  2,  1883. 

WILLIAM  H.  VOSS,  the  able  and  popular 
postmaster  at  East  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county, 
is  one  of  the  enterprising  business  men  who  have 
brought  that  thriving  little  city  to  the  front. 

He  comes  of  good  German  ancestry  in  the 
paternal  line,  and  his  grandfather,  George  Voss, 
a native  of  the  Fatherland,  was  a prosperous  farmer 
at  Bridgeville,  N.  J.,  attaining  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  This  worthy  citizen  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Mackey,  who  died  when  middle 
aged,  and  they  had  the  following  children  : Mitchell, 
who-  settled  at  the  homestead ; Andrew  J.,  our  sub- 
ject’s father;  Seth,  who  died  in  Bridgeville,  N.  J. ; 
George,  who  did  not  live  to  maturity;  Ann,  who 
married  Philip  Lyons,  roadmaster  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  R.R.  (both  now  deceased) ; 
Jane,  who  died  at  Delav/are,  N.  J.,  May,  1884;  and 
Margaret,  who  married  Garret  Bogart,  superinten- 
dent of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
R.  R. 

Andrew  J.  Voss,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  January  4,  1825,  and  now 
resides  near  Belvidere  on  a portion  of  the  old  home- 
stead, having  been  engaged  in  farming  for  manv 
years.  He  married  Miss  Amelia  L.  Madill,  who 
was  born  in  Kingston,  Penn.,  December  4,  1832, 
and  died  February  8,  1897.  Our  subject  is  the 
youngest  of  their  three  children.  George  A.,  is  de- 
ceased, and  their  only  daughter,  Rosa  E.  M.,  is  the 
wife  of  George  D.  Strayer,  a railway  conductor. 

The  Madill  family  is  of  Scotch  origin,  and 
many  of  its  members  have  achieved  prominence 
in  their  respective  callings.  Our  subject’s  mother 
was  one  of  a family  of  five  children  born  to  Dr. 
Alexander  and  Rosa  E.  Madill,  of  Wysox,  Penn. 
Of  the  others  Gen.  H.  J.  Madill  resides  in  To- 


wanda,  Penn. ; Dr.  T.  F.  Madill  is  a resident  of 
Wysox,  Penn. ; Dr.  W.  A.  Madill  was  a surgeon  of 
the  20th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  23d  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  dur- 
ing' the  Civil  war  and  afterward  spent  some  time 
at  St.  Louis,  Sticker  and  Archibald,  Mo.,  but  later 
returned  home,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1893; 
George  A.  is  a judge  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

William  H.  Voss  was  born  June  11,  1858,  in 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  his  education  was  begun 
in  the  public  schools  of  Belvidere.  Later  he  at- 
tended the  academy  and  seminary  in  that  city,  and 
Dickenson  Seminary  at  Williamsport,  Penn.,  and  in 
1880  he  was  graduated  from  Eastman’s  Business 
College  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  He  then  found 
employment  as  a brakeman  on  a passenger  train 
on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  R.  R., 
but  soon  afterward  he  became  a bookkeeper  for  a 
wholesale  leather  and  saddle  hardware  jobbing 
house  at  Olean,  N.  Y.  In  1881  he  located  at  East 
Stroudsburg  and  engaged  in  the  clothing  business, 
which  he  followed  until  burned  out  on  April  20, 
1897,  and  he  is  now  engaged  as  a manufacturer 
of  shirts  and  shirt  waists.  He  is  an  ardent  Demo- 
crat and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs.  In 
1888  he  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  by  Gov. 
Pattison  to  fill  an  unexpired  term,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing spring  he  was  elected  to  that  office  for  the 
term  of  five  years.  He  declined  to  be  a candidate 
for  the  next  term,  but  in  1894  he  accepted  the  office 
of  postmaster  at  East  Stroudsburg,  under  Cleve- 
land’s administration.  Socially,  he  and  his  family 
are  prominent  and  he  is  a leading  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  East  Stroudsburg.  He  is 
also  identified  with  various  fraternal  orders,  includ- 
ing the  Knights  of  Malta.  In  1882  he  married 
Miss  Emma  Frantz,  a native  of  Stroud  township, 
born  January  2,  1859,  but  their  only  child  died  in 
infancy. 

ANDREW  BARZILLA  SMITH,  burgess  of 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a promising  at- 
torney who  has  won  professional  success  compara- 
tively early  in  life.  For  sixteen  years  he  has  practiced 
law  at  Montrose.  Inheriting  business  judgment 
and  enterprising  spirit,  Mr.  Smith  thoroughly 
equipped  himself  for  the  practice  of  law, 
and  his  education  and  application,  combined  with 
his  native  talent,  have  raised  him  to  a command- 
ing' position  in  the  enrollment  of  his  honored  pro- 
fession. Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  substantial  and 
progressive  citizens  of  Montrose,  leading  and  di- 
recting bv  force  of  character,  and  materially  shaping 
the  destinies  and  development  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  New  Milford,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  November  30,  1857,  son  of  An- 
drew B.  and  Helen  L.  (Grover)  Smith.  His  father 
was  born  in  Watertown,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn., 
March  27,  1811,  of  an  old  Connecticut  family.  The 
father  possessed  the  mechanical  tastes  and  the  busi- 
ness instincts  of  his  native  State.  Early  in  life 
he  had  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wooden 
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clocks  in  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Baltimore, 
in  company  with  his  two  brothers,  Ransom  and 
Henry  W.  In  1853  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
and  settled  in  New  Milford  township,  about  three 
and  one-half  miles  west  of  New  Milford  bor- 
ough, where  he  operated  a farm  for  about 
eight  years.  Later  he  removed  to  New  Mil- 
ford and  there  operated  a tannery  in  part- 
nership with  A.  Corbin.  He  was  a man  of 
industry  and  thrift  and  prospered  in  his  new 
home.  On  January  25,  1857,  he  married  Miss 
Helen  L.  Grover,  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and  Ann 
Grover,  who  were  married  in  New  Jersey  February 
21,  1807.  Joseph  B.  Grover  died  in  Fairfield,  Essex 
Co.,  N.  J.,  and  Plelen  L.  when  a child  came  with 
her  mother  to  Susquehanna  county  and  settled  at 
Montrose.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a man 
of  prominence  and  held  many  township  and  bor- 
ough offices.  He  lived  to  a great  age,  his  death 
occurring  December  22,  1896.  The  mother  died 
December  29,  1891,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  From 
childhood  she  had  been  a devout  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Montrose,  Penn. 
To  Andrew  B.  and  Helen  L.  Smith  were  born  three 
sons:  Andrew  Barzilla,  subject  of  this  sketch; 

Alvan  Bovay,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; 
and  William  G.,  who  is  now  bookkeeper  and  ship- 
ping clerk  in  a cigar  manufactory  at  Binghampton, 
New  York. 

Andrew  B.  Smith  attended  the  schools  of  New 
Milford  and  supplemented  his  home  education  with 
a two-years’  course  at  the  Centenary  Collegiate 
Institute  of  Hackettstown,  N.  J.  Choosing  the 
legal  profession  for  his  vocation  in  life,  he  entered, 
in  November,  1878,  the  law  office  of  J.  B.  & A.  H. 
McCollum,  at  Montrose,  the  county  seat  of  his 
native  county,  as  a law  student,  and  after  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  senior  member  of  that  firm  to  the  Bench 
of  Susquehanna  county,  concluded  his  studies  with 
the  new  firm  of  McCollum  & Watson.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Susquehanna  County  Bar  at  the 
November  term,  1880,  following  which  he  prose- 
cuted a two-years’  course  in  the  Law  Department 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  June,  1882.  He  has 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Montrose,  from  July,  1882,  to  May, 
1883,  011  his  own  account,  and  on  the  latter  date 
becoming  the  junior  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
McCollum,  Searle  & Smith.  This  partnership  con- 
tinued until  January,  1889,  when  D.  W.  Searle,  of 
the  firm,  was  elected  judge  of  the  court  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
has  continued  a member  of  the  law  firm  of  McCol- 
lum & Smith.  Mr.  Smith  is  a member  of  Warren 
Lodge  No.  240,  F.  & A.  M.,  located  at  Montrose, 
Penn.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  in  re- 
ligious affiliation  he  is  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  In  1898  he  was  elected  burgess 
of  Montrose  for  three  years. 

At  Montrose,  on  October  10,  1883,  Mr.  Smith 
married  Lillian  E.  Carlisle,  who  was  born  at  Great 


Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  May  31,  1857,  daughter 
of  John  1'.  and  Mary  A.  (Chandler)  Carlisle.  Her 
father  died  at  Great  Bend,  and  her  mother  now 
resides  with  our  subject.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
have  been  born  two  children — Florence  and  An- 
drew C. 

IT.  D.  BROWN,  a representative  farmer  and 
dairyman  of  Thompson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  there,  in  August,  1849,  a son  of 
Lharles  and  Jemimah  (Nye)  Brown,  the  former  a 
native  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1811,  the 
latter  of  Brattleboro,  Vt.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Elisha  Brown,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  on  leaving  his  native  State  first  went  to  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  but  at  an  early  day  took  up  his 
residence  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  he  cleared 
and  developed  a farm.  His  children  were  Elisha, 
a resident  of  Jackson  township ; Charles,  father  of 
our  subject;  Oremal,  of  Jackson  township;  John 
W.,  of  Thompson  township ; James,  who  died  from 
wounds  received  when  a soldier  of  the  Mexican 
war ; Theodosia,  wife  of  William  Witter,  of  Thomp- 
son ; and  Caroline,  who  died  when  a young  woman. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity,  Charles  Brown, 
father  of  our  subject,  grew  to  manhood  and  re- 
ceived a limited  education.  After  his  marriage 
he  located  in  the  woods  of  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  Fred  Leonard  now  lives, 
and  there  improved  a farm  on  which  he  made  his 
home  for  some  years.  On  selling  that  place  he 
purchased  the  farm  where  our  subject  resides  and 
erected  thereon  a large  house  and  barn,  which  are 
still  in  a good  state  of  preservation.  There  he 
remained  throughout  life,  dying  in  1890.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  had  passed  away  in  1868, 
and  the  father  had  married  again,  his  second  union 
being  with  Mrs.  Jane  (Henderson)  McKeeby.  He 
was  a consistent  member  and  liberal  supporter 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  the 
mother  also  belonged,  and  was  an  ardent  Demo- 
crat in  politics.  All  of  his  children  were  by  his 
first  wife.  (1)  Louden  A.,  the  oldest,  was  born  in 
Jackson  township,  and  when  a young  man  enlisted 
in  Company  I of  a New  York  regiment;  he  died 
at  City  Point  during  his  service.  (2)  Mary  C.,  born 
in  Thompson  township,  is  the  wife  of  Francis  Davis, 
of  Gibson,  and  they  have  one  son — Clayton.  (3) 
H.  D.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  of  the  family.  (4) 
Lestina,  born  in  1853,  was  well  educated  and  taught 
school  for  a number  of  years  in  Susquehanna 
county,  but  on  account  of  declining  health  gave 
up  teaching  and  is  now  living  retired  in  Bing- 
hampton, New  York. 

H.  D.  Brown  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  and  select 
schools  of  Jackson.  In  April,  1877,  he  married 
Miss  Eudora  Clapper,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Eliza  A.  (Aldrich)  Clapper.  She  was  born  in 
Thompson  in  i860  and  was  educated  in  its  district 
schools.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Brown  located  on 
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the  old  homestead,  which  lie  had  assisted  his  lather 
in  clearing,  and  has  made  many  improvements 
thereon,  including  the  erection  of  a new  barn  and 
other  outbuildings.  After  his  father’s  death  he 
purchased  the  place.  He  and  his  wife  have  six 
children,  namely:  Blanch  E.,  born  in  January, 

1878,  married  Forest  Empet,  of  Thompson,  now 
a resident  of  Jackson,  and  they  have  one  son — 
Herbert  E. ; Christopher  A.,  born  in  1879,  and 
Maurice,  born  in  July,  1881,  are  both  at  home; 
Willis  C,  born  in  1882,  is  attending  the  home 
schools;  Rena  M.,  one  of  the  brightest  girls  of 
this  section,  was  born  in  May,  1885,  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  home  schools  in  1899,  and  from  the 
Thompson  graded  school  in  1900;  and  Alice  E., 
born  in  July,  1887,  is  attending  school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  were  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  both  are 
members  of  Thompson  Grange  No.  868,  P.  of  H. 
He  has  always  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party 
and  held  the  office  of  school  director  for  two  terms. 
He  is  a worthy  representative  of  a good  old  New 
England  family  that  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  best  interests  of  this  country.  Their  lives 
have  been  exemplary  in  all  respects,  and  they  have 
been  supporters  of  everything  calculated  to  uplift 
and  benefit  humanity,  while  their  descendants  have 
become  honest  and  industrious  citizens  of  the  com- 
munities in  which  they  live. 

JOHN  H.  STEVENS,  on'e  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  general  farmers  and  stock 
raisers  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  there,  June  19, 
i859- 

His  father,  Joel  P.  Stevens,  a retired  agricul- 
turist of  the  same  township,  was  born  in  Delhi, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  December  15,  1810,  and  is 
a son  of  Joel  and  Persus  (Bocker)  Stevens,  natives 
of  Lenox  county,  Mass.  They  were  married  in 
Vermont,  and  from  that  State  removed  to  New 
York,  where  they  made  their  home  until  the  spring 
of  1813,  when,  accompanied  by  the  family  of  Wil- 
liam Upton,  they  came  with  a team  of  horses  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  Being  a cloth  dresser 
and  a carder  by  trade,  the  grandfather  located  on  a 
creek,  which  flows  into  the  Tunkhannock,  about 
three-quarters  of  a mile  from  McAlla  Mills,  at 
Elkdale,  where  he  found  employment.  Later  he 
lived  in  retirement  upon  his  farm,  which  he  oper- 
ated for  forty  years.  He  was  a man  of  prominence 
in  his  community,  held  a number  of  township 
offices,  and  usually  attended  the  Baptist  Church, 
although  not  a member.  He  died  in  October,  1864, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  the  grand- 
mother of  our  subject  died  in  1817,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-two,  and  both  were  buried  in  Elkdale  ceme- 
tery. The  children  born  to  them  were  Hiram,  who 
married  Phoebe  Stearns  and  died  in  1889;  Maria, 
deceased  wife  of  Francis  Hull ; David,  who  mar- 
ried Eliza  Arnold  and  is  now  deceased;  Toel  P., 
father  of  our  subject;  and  Elias,  who  married  Jane 


Callender  and  is  now  deceased.  For  his  second 
wife  the  grandfather  married  Mrs.  Susan  Seley,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children : Isaac,  who  married 

Fanny  Entrout  and  is  now  deceased ; and  Ziba, 
who  married  Hannah  Harding  and  died  in  Wis- 
consin. His  third  wife  was  Julia  Ann  Spencer, 
and  the  children  born  to  them  were : Edward,  a 

farmer,  who  went  to  Oregon  m 1849;  William,  a 
farmer  of  Elkdale,  Susquehanna  county ; Peninah, 
wife  of  Charles  Edwards,  a wagonmaker;  Ruth 
A.,  deceased  wife  of  George  Mumford,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Penn.;  Benjamin  F.,  who  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1849,  and  later  was  killed  in  a silver  mine 
in  Oregon ; and  Florence,  wife  of  George  Taylor, 
a farmer  of  Amasa,  Penn.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  David  Stevens,  a 
life-long  resident  of  Massachusetts.  His  children 
were  David,  a farmer,  who  died  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; Orin,  a farmer,  who 
died  in  Massachusetts ; Joel,  grandfather  of  our 
subject;  Silas,  who  died  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.; 
and  Ruth,  deceased  wife  of  Lusher  Gastin,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Joel  P.  Stevens,  father  of  our  subject,  remained 
with  his  parents  until  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
then  he  and  his  brother  David  took  possession  of 
a farm  of  100  acres  in  Clifford  township  which  their 
father  had  given  them,  and  hired  a woman  to  keep 
house  for  them.  After  operating  it  together  for 
four  years,  Joel  P.  sold  his  interest  to  his  brother 
and  returned  home.  A year  later  he  purchased  a 
farm  at  Clifford  Corners,  which  he  carried  on  for 
ten  years,  and  then  bought  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides.  At  one  time  he  operated  a grist- 
mill at  Lenoxville  for  two  years,  but  not  liking 
the  business,  sold  out  and  again  turned  his  attention 
to  farming,  in  which  he  met  with  good  success.  He 
is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and 
is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  He 
first  married  Caroline  Callender,  a native  of  Dundaff 
anddaughter  of  Nathan  Callender.  She  died  in  1851. 
The  children  born  of  that  union  were  Clarissa  Ann, 
wife  of  Byington  Thatcher,  a grocer  of  Montrose, 
Penn. ; Pierson,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years ; and  Seamon,  who  died  in  infancy.  On  Sep- 
tember 14,  1857,  the  father  married  Jeanette  Ait- 
kins,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children,  of  whom 
John  H.,  our  subject,  is  the  oldest;  Martha,  born 
April  17,  1861,  is  a trained  nurse,  of  Philadelphia; 
James,  born  March  24,  1866,  married  Gertrude 
Lyons,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter,  Jeanette 
L.,  and  follows  farming  in  Clifford  township,  living 
across  the  road  from  his  father ; and  Grant,  born 
February  2,  1868,  is  at  home. 

John  PI.  Stevens  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
home  farm,  and  was  married  in  Greenfield  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  September  5,  1882, 
to  Miss  Sarah  C.  Pierce.  They  have  become  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Horace  P.,  Harold  M. 

and  Gertrude  A.  Mrs.  Stevens  was  born  in  Green- 
field township,  June  5,  1864,  a daughter  of  Melvin 
and  Tamar  (Cobb)  Pierce,  also  natives  of  that 
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township,  where  the  father  still  resides  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven  years.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation 
and  at  one  time  an  earnest  member  of  the  Freewill 
Baptist  Church.  The  mother  died  May  21,  1883, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  and  was  buried 
in  Clifford  cemetery.  Mrs.  Stevens  was  the  oldest 
of  their  children,  the  others  being  Nathan  H.  and 
Dora,  both  deceased ; Helen  A.,  wife  of  George 
Wademan,  a hotelman  of  Uniondale,  Penn.;  Cora 
E.,  wife  of  Frederick  Burdick,  a farmer  of  Green- 
field township,  Lackawanna  county ; Anna  M.,  wife 
of  Walter  Gardner,  of  the  same  township;  Tempie 
M.,  wife  of  Frank  Gardner,  a brother  of  Walter, 
and  a farmer  of  Greenfield  township. 

For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Pierce  married  Miss 
Ellen  Wademan,  who  is  now  fifty-one  years  of  age 
and  is  a daughter  of  Plenry  Wademan.  By  this 
union  there  is  one  son — Henry — aged  eleven  years. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Stevens  were 
Horatio  and  Catherine  (Haperman)  Pierce,  natives 
of  New  York,  who  brought  the  first  team  of  horses 
and  market  wagon  to  this  part  of  the  country.  Peo- 
ple came  from  miles  around  to  see  them  and  get  a 
ride  in  the  wagon.  Her  maternal  grandparents 
were  Zipron  and  Sarah  (Yarns)  Cobb. 

In  1882,  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Stevens  lo- 
cated upon  his  present  fine  farm  of  210  acres,  which 
he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
made  many  improvements  thereon.  Politically  he 
is  a Republican.  He  is  an  earnest  and  consistent 
Christian  gentleman,  and  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  serves 
as  trustee,  steward  and  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day School.  The  family  to  which  he  belongs  is 
one  Gf  the  most  prominent  and  influential  in  Clif- 
ford township,  and  their  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances is  extensive. 

GEORGE  W.  POOLER.  Prominent  among 
the  successful  and  enterprising  agriculturists  of 
Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  county,  may  be 
numbered  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch, 
who  is  considered  one  of  the  most  industrious  and 
worthy  citizens  of  his  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Pooler  was  born  on  his  present  farm,  in 
October,  1857,  a son  of  Hiram  and  Isabel  (McFar- 
land) Pooler,  both  natives  of  New  York,  the  for- 
mer born  in  Solon,  Cortland  county,  in  February, 
1805,  the  latter  in  Schoharie  county,  in  May,  1817. 
The  maternal  grandparents  were  Malcolm  and 
Margaret  McFarland,  representatives  of  an  old 
and  prominent  family  of  the  Empire  State.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  New  York,  and  after  their  marriage 
made  their  home  for  a few  years  in  Delaware 
county,  that  State,  coming  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn",  in  1848.  Here  the  father  worked  on  the 
Starrucca  viaduct  near  Susquehanna,  and  also  kept 
a hotel  and  furnished  teams  for  that  work.  After 
two  years  spent  in  that  way,  he  purchased  a couple 
of  canal  boats  and  engaged  in  boating  on  the  Erie 
canal  for  a year  or  so.  He  then  purchased  a tract 
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of  wild  land  in  Oakland  township,  on  the  Susque- 
hanna river,  near  the  New  York  State  line,  and 
converted  eighty  acres  into  a good  farm,  on  which 
in  the  course  of  his  life  time  he  erected  two  houses, 
built  barns,  and  made  many  other  useful  improve- 
ments that  materially  added  to  the  value  and  attract- 
ive appearance  of  the  place.  In  connection  with  the 
operation  of  his  land  he  also  established  and  con- 
ducted a ferry  on  the  Susquehanna  river  opposite 
his  house,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public 
and  ran  the  same  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years. 
He  was  a well-informed  man  on  the  affairs  of  our 
country  and  a strong  advocate  of  free  school.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  was  a stanch  Republican. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  gave  freely  of 
their  means  to  the  support  of  the  same  and  to  the 
building  of  the  church.  He  died  May  2,  1889,  his 
wife  April  5,  1898,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  them. 

To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  the  following 
children:  (1)  Mary,  born  at  Unadilla,  N.  Y.,  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1847.  (2)  Delia,  born  in  Lanesboro,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  in  September,  1849,  was  we^ 
educated  in  the  Windsor  schools,  and  was  one  of 
the  successful  teachers  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y., 
for  several  years.  In  1889  she  married  Jacob 
Mumma,  and  they  now  reside  in  Colorado,  where 
he  conducts  a sheep  ranch.  (3)  Clarissa,  born  No- 
vember 25,  1851,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  the  higher  schools  of  Windsor,  Broome  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Oak- 
land township.  (4)  Hiram  J.,  born  in  Oakland 
township,  in  May,  1853,  married  Ella  Wilmot,  of 
New  York  State,  and  located  in  Susquehanna, 
where  she  died  in  1894,  leaving  two  sons — Alfred, 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  Susquehanna ; and 
Burton.  (5)  Lois  B.,  born  in  September,  1855, 
attended  the  home  schools  and  later  the  Windsor 
Academy,  and  has  been  one  of  the  successful  teach- 
ers of  Susquehanna  county.  She  resides  on  the  old 
homestead.  (6)  George  W.,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  He  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  a district  school  education 
and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm,  of  which 
he  became  manager  when  quite  young,  taking  a 
careful  interest  in  his  father’s  business  affairs.  In 
june,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Emma  Frost,  who  was  born  in  Broome  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  1861,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Windsor.  Her  parents  were  Corydon  and  Caroline 
Frost,  prominent  citizens  of  that  county.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  one  daughter,  Mildred, 
born  April  3,  1893.  After  his  marriage  he  pur- 
chased a part  of  the  old  homestead,  on  which  he 
erected  a new  house  in  modern  style  of  architecture 
and  now  has  one  of  the  finest  homes  of  Oakland 
township.  His  father  also  built  a good  residence 
upon  the  place,  which  is  now  occupied  by_  the 
daughters.  Our  subject  has  purchased  two  adjoin- 
ing pieces  of  land  and  now  owns  153  acres  all  in 
one  bodv.  He  is  a man  of  good  business  qualifica- 
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lions,  upright  and  reliable,  and  in  addition  to  the 
operation  of  his  own  land,  lie  looks  after  his  sisters 
interests.  Politically  he  is  a stalwart  Republican, 
and  has  most  acceptably  and  creditably  served  as 
supervisor  and  auditor  of  Oakland  township.  (7) 
Nellie  J.,  born  in  February,  i860,  received  a good 
education  in  the  Windsor  Academy,  and  also  re- 
sides on  the  home  farm. 

Hiram  Pooler,  father  of  our  subject,  was  twice 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  Margaret  Hillson, 
of  New  York  State,  had  five  children,  namely: 
(1)  James  T.  was  killed  by  the  kick  of  a horse  in 
Colorado.  (2)  Charles  is  married  and  conducting 
a ranch  in  Colorado.  (3)  Robert  L.,  a miner  in 
Taos,  N.  M.,  married  Jennie  Coe,  of  Nevada,  and 
has  three  children- — Cora,  Benjamin  and  Burt.  (4) 
Marshall,  a photographer,  is  married  and  resides 
in  Oakland.  (5)  Barbara  died  young'.  The  family 
were  reared  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  although  they  are  not  members  of  the  same 
they  contribute  to  its  support.  They  are  well  versed 
on  current  literature  and  their  homes  are  the  abode 
of  culture,  refinement,  love  and  harmony. 

JEROME  WILBUR  KINNEY  is  a wide- 
awake and  energetic  business  man  of  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  who  has  displayed  in 
the  successful  management  of  his  varied  interests 
remarkably  good  judgment.  He  is  enterprising 
and  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  he  generally  car- 
ries forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he 
undertakes. 

Mr.  Kinney  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
born  in  Springville  township,  August  23,  1858, 
and  is  a son  of  Elijah  and  Sarah  (Hall)  Kinney. 
The  father  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  July,  1823, 
and  in  Abington,  Penn.,  married  Sarah  Hall,  who 
is  a native  of  that  place  and  is  now  sixty-eight 
years  of  age.  They  are  residents  of  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  the  father  carries 
on  farming  on  a small  scale.  The  children  born 
to  them  were : Charles  W.,  deceased ; Martha  J., 

wife  of  Eugene  Roberts,  a farmer  of  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county;  Emma  J.,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Lemon,  a farmer  of  Auburn  Corners ; Sarah 
E.,  wife  of  William  Lathrope,  a farmer  of  Spring- 
ville township,  Susquehanna  county;  Jerome  W., 
our  subject;  John  R.,  a bookkeeper  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Elijah  P.,  a farmer  of  Auburn  town- 
ship; Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Taylor,  a me- 
chanic of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Galucia  G.,  who 
lives  with  his  .parents  in  Rush  township.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Richard 
and  Susan  (Pierson)  Kinney,  of  New  Jersey;  and 
the  maternal  grandparents  were  Calvin  and  Nabbie 
(Frazier)  Hall,  of  Clark’s  Green,  Penn. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  Jerome  W.  Kinney  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  for  one  season,  and  for  a year  engaged 
in  general  labor.  After  his  marriage  he  was  em- 
ployed on  the  farm  of  Plon.  W.  H.  Jessup  for  one 
year,  and  for  three  months  worked  in  a toy  fac- 


tory in  Montrose.  In  1883  he  located  upon  his 
present  farm  of  160  acres  in  Rush  township,  and 
here  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  dairying,  keeping  twenty  cows  for 
the  latter  purpose.  On  March  1,  1894,  he  was 
elected  a director  of  the  Rush  Creamery  Company, 
which  position  he  held  for  five  years.  He  is  also 
engaged  in  the  trucking  business  between  Rush 
and  Montrose,  and  is  agent  for  several  prominent 
agricultural  implement  companies,  including  P. 
P.  Mast  & Co.,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  the 
Milwaukee  Implement  Company.  He  has  operated 
a threshing  machine  since  1891  and  in  these  various 
enterprises  he  has  met  with  a well-deserved  success. 
Politically  he  is  a supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  for  three  years  he  has  filled  the  office 
of  school  director,  but  has  never  sought  political 
perferment,  desiring  rather  to  give  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  his  business  interests. 

At  Dimock,  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Kinney 
was  married  in  March,  1882,  to  Miss  Eva  Horton, 
by  whom  he  has  had  six  children,  namely : Charles 
W.,  deceased  ; Arthur  A. ; Raymond  ; Sarah  ; Jer- 
ome W. ; and  Nora.  Mrs.  Kinney  was  born  June 
18,  1854,  on  the  farm  where  the  family  now  reside, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Elisha  and  Evaline  (Lung) 
Horton,  who  were  of  English  extraction  and  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Susquehanna  county.  The 
father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  located 
upon  his  farm  in  Rush  township  when  it  was  all 
wild  and  unimproved,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  called  from  this  life,  being  killed  by  a falling 
tree  which  he  was  cutting  down,  September  27, 
1866,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years.  The  mother 
died  December  11,  1888,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years,  and  both  were  buried  in  Bolles  cemetery, 
Susquehanna  county.  Their  children  were  Alpha 
E.,  deceased  wife  of  William  Hall;  Eva,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Ada,  wife  of  Iman  Very,  a farmer  of 
Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county;  and  George 
E.,  a resident  of  Addison,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Kinney’s 
paternal  grandparents  were  Joshua  and  Mary 
Horton  ; and  her  maternal  grandparents  were  War- 
ren and  Cynthia  (Brown)  Lung,  the  former  a native 
of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of  Bradford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

FRANK  O.  PALMER.  In  the  region  that  is 
mainly  agricultural  there  is  often  an  extensive  field 
for  the  progressive  and  enterprising  business  man. 
There  has  been  an  opportunity  of  this  kind  at 
Little  Meadows,  in  Apolacon  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  it  has  been  seized  by  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  now  has  large  milling,  lumber- 
ing and  real  estate  interests  in  that  borough  and 
vicinity. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  born  in  Tompkins  county, 
N.  Y..  July  6,  1852,  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (La 
Bar)  Palmer.  George  Palmer  was  born  in  Orange, 
N.  Y„  in  1825,  son  of  Daniel  Palmer,  a native  of 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  who  was  a cabinet  maker 
bv  trade  and  also  followed  farming.  He  moved 
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from  his  native  place  to  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  about  1869.  He  was  quite  prominent 
in  his  locality,  holding  various  minor  public  posi- 
tions, and  was  identified  with  the  Whig  and  Repub- 
lican parties.  George  Palmer  settled  in  Newfield, 
Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.  Plis  wife,  Sarah  La  Bar,  who 
was  of  French  Huguenot  descent,  died  in  1855, 
leaving  her  husband  with  two  small  children — our 
subject  and  his  sister  Francilla.  They  moved  to 
Weltonville,  Tioga  Co.  N.,  Y.,  where  the  father 
manufactured  power  for  churns  and  other  imple- 
ments. For  his  second  wife  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Johnson,  of  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in 
Weltonville,  leaving  no  children.  In  1859  Mr. 
Palmer  moved  to  Little  Meadows,  where  he  pur- 
chased the  William  House  mill  property  and  con- 
tinued the  manufacture  of  power  machines  until  his 
death  in  1877.  Francilla,  the  sister  of  our  subject, 
married  A.  H.  Lytle,  of  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y., 
and  resided  at  East  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  until  her  death ; 
she  left  no  children. 

Frank  O.  Palmer,  our  subject,  received  a good 
common-school  education  in  Little  Meadows.  Lie 
learned  the  milling  trade  and  took  charge  of  his 
father’s  business,  and  in  1873  he  rented  for  two 
years,  on  a cash  basis,  his  father’s  mill.  He  then 
purchased  the  property,  which  he  has  greatly  im- 
proved, in  fact,  entirely  remodeled,  and  in  1899 
it  was  changed  from  a burr  to  a roller  process. 
Steam  has  been  added,  this  power  being  connected 
to  his  larg'e  sawmill,  to  which  is  attached  a planing 
mill,  which  he  built  in  1879.  He  has  also  made  other 
notable  improvements.  He  began  business  with 
a capital  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars, 
and  rapidly  developed  a good  trade,  now  doing 
a large  business  in  general  milling.  For  the  past 
twenty  years  he  has  averaged  about  one  million 
feet  of  lumber  annually. 

In  1874  Mr.  Palmer  married  Miss  Mary  B. 
Lewis,  who  was  born  in  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.,  in 
1858,  daughter  of  John  and  Almira  Lewis,  old 
and  prominent  residents  of  that  county.  In  1890 
Mr.  Palmer  erected  a commodious  modern  house 
at  Little  Meadows.  He  has  built  three  or  four 
other  dwelling  houses,  which  he  rents.  To  him- 
self and  wife  have  come  four  children,  namely: 
George  B.,  born  in  1876,  graduated  from  the 
Owego  high  school,  was  for  two  years  a student 
of  Cornell  University  and  is  now  bookkeeper  and 
manager  in  his  father’s  mill ; Etta  Ml,  born  in  1877, 
graduated  from  the  Owego  high  school  and  the 
New  York  State  Normal  School,  Cortland,  N.  Y., 
class  of  ’98,  and  is  now  teaching  in  the  high  school 
of  Summit,  N.  J.;  Louisa,  born  in  1879,  is  book- 
keeper for  her  father;  Lewis  B.,  born  in  1880,  is  a 
student  of  the  home  schools.  Politically  Mr.  Palmer 
is  a Republican,  and  he  has  held  a number  of 
the  local  offices.  Mrs.  Palmer  and  family  are  active 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  to  which  our  subject 
is  a liberal  contributor.  He  owns  a large  gristmill 
at  Apolacon,  Tioga  county,  whence  he  ships  grain 
and  flour  by  rail  to  large  commercial  centers.  He 


is  a leading  business  man  at  Little  Meadows  and 
has  been  largely  instrumental  in  the  progress  and 
development  of  his  borough.  Flis  milling  business 
has  brought  a large  trade  thither  and  his  lumber- 
ing interests  have  given  employment  to  many  fam- 
ilies. He  is  not,  however,  so  deeply  engrossed  in 
business  as  to  neglect  the  educational  affairs  of  life. 
His  home  is  one  of  culture  and  refinement,  presided 
over  by  a lady  of  many  Adrtues,  and  his  family  is 
held  in  high  social  esteem  throughout  the  com- 
munity. 

LITTLE.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of  the 
present  century  the  name  of  Little  has  been  one 
of  prominence  in  legal  circles  in  northeastern  Penn- 
sylvania. The  late  Robert  R.  Little,  of  Tunkhan- 
nock,  Henry  E.  Little,  still  at  the  Bar  in  Columbia 
county,  and  the  late  Ralph  B.  Little,  of  Montrose, 
brothers,  won  distinction  in  and  adorned  the  profes- 
sion, and  another  brother,  William  Little,  became 
a prominent  lawyer  at  Joliet,  Illinois.  Seven  of 
the  sons  of  these  men  also  adopted  the  legal  profes- 
sion and  are  sustaining  the  family  reputation  as 
one  of  first-class  lawyers;  two  are  at  the  Towanda 
Bar,  one  president  judge  of  the  Bloomsburg  Dis- 
trict and  one  a member  of  the  Susquehanna  County 
Bar.  For  upwards  of  sixty  years  the  late  Ralph 
B.  Little,  George  P.  Little  and  Ralph  B.  Little — 
father,  son  and  grandson,  in  turn  and  together,  have 
ably  represented  the  profession  in  the  practice  of 
law  in  the  Courts  of  Susquehanna  and  adjoining 
counties,  members  of  the  Susquehanna  County  Bar 
with  residence  at  Montrose. 

The  late  Ralph  B.  Little,  whose  death 
occurred  at  his  home  in  Montrose  January  26, 
1877,  aged  sixty-one  years,  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  Susquehanna 
County  Bar,  a Bar  that  has  always  sustained  a high 
rank  among  the  Bars  of  the  State.  Mr.  Little  was 
born  January  16,  1816,  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y., 
the  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Estabrook)  Little, 
who  at  the  time  of  their  son’s  birth  were  residents 
of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.  Their  children  were : 
George  H.,  who  located  at  Leraysville ; Ralph  B., 
who  settled  at  Montrose ; William,  who  moved  to 
the  State  of  Illinois,  settling  at  Joliet;  Robert  R., 
at  Tunkhannock;  Ephraim  H.,  at  Bloomsburg,  and 
Mary  E.,  who  married  S.  S.  Grover  (now  deceased) 
and  lived  in  Florida. 

From  the  age  of  eight  years  Ralph  B.  Little 
was  reared  in  Bethany,  Penn.,  then  the  county  seat 
of  Wayne  county,  whither  his  parents  had  removed 
when  the  child  was  that  age.  He  had  the  benefit 
of  such  school  privileges  as  the  surroundings  of 
his  youth  afforded.  He  studied  the  sciences  under 
the  tuition  of  Dr.  Strong,  and  Greek  and  Latin  un- 
der the  care  of  Rev.  Alexander  Campbell,  the  Pres- 
byterian clergyman  of  the  place.  While  yet  in  his 
teens  he  began  the  study  of  law  at  Bethany  under 
the  direction  of  Earl  Wheeler,  which  he  furthered 
at  Montrose  in  the  office  of  B.  T.  Case,  his  parents 
having  removed  to  that  point  when  the  son  was 
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twenty  years  of  age.  Continuing  his  law  studies 
under  Mr.  Case,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of 
Susquehanna  County  on  November  22,  1836,  pass- 
ing a highly  creditable  examination  before  Messrs. 
Read,  Jessup  and  Lusk,  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  Court.  From  boyhood  all  through  life  Mr. 
Little  was  a great  student.  He  was  ambitious  on 
entering  the  profession  to  achieve  success  as  a law- 
yer, and  bent  all  of  his  energies  to  that  end.  Greatly 
to  his  credit  neither  he  nor  his  friends  from  that 
point  of  view  had  reason  for  any  disappointment,  for 
he  became  eminent  in  the  profession  and  achieved 
great  success.  Mr.  Little,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his 
practice,  was  associated  with  the  late  Hon.  Franklin 
Lusk,  a lawyer  of  great  ability,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Lusk  & Little.  Later  he  was  a partner 
with  William  M.  Post,  the  style  of  the  firm  being 
Little  & Post.  Still  later,  on  the  admission  of  his 
son  to  the  Bar  in  1863,  the  firm  became  R.  B.  and 
G.  P.  Little.  Mr  Little  took  a great  interest  in 
politics,  but  as  is  the  case  with  most  studious  men, 
his  aspirations  did  not  lead  him  to  seek  the  cares 
and  honors  of  office;  his  tastes  were  eminently 
social,  and  he  preferred  the  comforts  of  home  to 
the  excitements  of  public  life.  Llis  generous  im- 
pulses, and  warm  and  benevolent  nature  endeared 
him  to  everybody,  and  especially  so  to  his  numerous 
tenants,  to  whom  he  exhibited  the  kindness  of  a 
father  rather  than  the  exactures  of  a man  of  busi- 
ness. In  1868  he  was  the  choice  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  Susquehanna  county  for  Congress, 
and  was  the  candidate  of  that  party  for  president 
judge  against  F.  B.  Streeter  and  received  a very 
complimentary  vote.  Mr.  Little  possessed  a won- 
derful faculty  of  memory,  which  enabled  him  to 
recall  the  points  in  any  case  with  which  he  had 
been  connected,  and  he  could  refer  with  great  ex- 
actness to  the  page  and  date  of  the  record  of  the 
numerous  causes  happening  in  his  long  experience. 
“As  a speaker  his  style,  in  the  use  of  language, 
was  rich,  without  ornament,  natural,  bold  and  con- 
cise, with  a wonderful  faculty  in  the  selection  of  the 
fittest  words  to  express  every  shade  of  thought. 
His  easy  and  vigorous  style  of  elocution  together 
with  his  great  memory  made  him  an  advocate  of 
uncommon  power  whether  before  courts  or  juries. 
He  was  the  leader  of  the  Bar  in  his  time,  at  Mont- 
rose, and  commanded  the  attention  of  the  Supreme 
Court  whenever  he  advocated  a case  before  it. 
With  all  his  peculiar  gifts,  there  was  one  of  which 
he  himself  seemed  scarcely  conscious,  which  was 
not  always  a source  of  gratification  even  to  his 
friends.  This  was  an  aptitude  for  indulgence,  upon 
■occasions  of  sharp  and  heated  controversy,  in  a vein 
of  sarcasm  so  keen  as  to  inspire  resentment,  yet 
so  adroit  as  to  render  resentment  powerless  for 
reprisals.  Naturally  enough  some  sores  so  created 
were  slow  to  heal;  but  this  sarcastic  method  was 
only  used  under  the  sphere  of  excitement  in  his 
professional  zeal.  Socially  his  manner  was  emi- 
nently kind  and  agreeable,  sometimes  thoughtful 
and  preoccupied,  but  never  offensive.” 


Mr.  Little’s  religious  life  began  in  1843,  at 
which  time  he  united  with  the  Baptist  Church.  In 
1869  he  became  identified  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  in  both  churches  was  granted 
a license  to  preach  as  occasion  might  afford  or 
demand,  which  permit  he  improved  quite  frequently 
to  the  edification  and  profit  of  the  people.  In  his 
religious  life  he  was  as  prominent  for  his  unostenta- 
tious piety  and  devoutness,  as  at  the  Bar  he  was 
eminent  for  his  legal  acumen  and  earnest  eloquence. 
It  was  a part  of  his  life,  and  that  not  an  inferior 
part ; not  a nominal  Christian,  but  an  active  worker. 
Seldom  absent  from  the  weekly  prayer-meeting, 
never  from  the  Sabbath  sermon,  ready  and  earnest 
in  revival  work,  and  a faithful  teacher  in  the  Sab- 
bath-school. His  pastor  said  of  him,  “His  religion 
was  not  in  name  or  mere  profession.  In  this  as  in 
everything  else  he  manifested  a distaste  for  mere 
assumption  or  announcement.  He  sought  the  re- 
liable, the  assurance  in  his  own  experience,  and  he 
prized  it  in  others.  The  ostentatious  and  external 
to  him  were  secondary.  The  real  spirit  was  in  it 
all.  Modest,  retiring,  humble  himself,  he  was  at- 
tracted by  the  same  in  others.” 

Below  is  given  an  extract  from  an  editorial 
in  the  Montrose  Democrat  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Lit- 
tle’s death : “Mr.  Little,  endowed  by  nature  with 

superior  intellect  and  a high  order  of  talent,  and 
by  the  practice  of  strictly  moral  and  temperate 
habits  and  untiring  and  persevering  industry  as  a 
student,  became  an  able  advocate  at  the  Bar  and 
a formidable  opponent.  What  he  demanded  right 
as  law,  politics  or  anything  else,  he  had  the  un- 
daunted courage  to  stand  up  and  advocate  or  de- 
fend, regardless  of  denunciation  or  opposition  from 
any  source,  and  men  of  prudence  took  issue  with 
him  in  caution,  and  those  who  lacked  caution  and 
other  needful  qualities  were  doomed  to  disaster 
and  defeat.  During  his  entire  brilliant  legal  career, 
he  made  and  left  at  hand  a short  memorandum  of 
all  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State, 
commencing  with  First  Binney  and  ending  with 
Twenty-eighth  Smith.  In  his  profession  he  took 
special  pride,  honoring  it  for  its  own  sake  and  de- 
voting to  it  his  entire  energies  with  an  industry 
very  rarely  witnessed,  and  with  a degree  of  suc- 
cess very  rarely  equaled.  His  labors  have  been 
rewarded  with  worldly  competence.  During  the 
first  few  years  of  his  manhood  he  acted  with  the  so- 
called  liberty  party ; when  that  party  failed  to  place 
a ticket  in  the  field  he  generally  voted  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  during  the  last  fifteen  years 
he  has  been  an  active  laborer  in  the  cause  of  the 
Democracy  and  identified  as  a prominent  and  lead- 
ing member  of  the  Democratic  party;  not  as  an 
office  seeker,  but  from  honest  principle.” 

On  April  14,  1840,  Mr.  Little  was  married  to 
Phila  Ann,  daughter  of  David  and  Minerva  (Scott) 
Post,  he  one  of  the  founders  of  the  village  of  Mont- 
rose and  a man  of  prominence  in  the  community  for 
many  years.  To  this  marriage  were  born  children 
as  follows : George  P.,  David  P.  and  Mary  E.,  now 
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the  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  E.  L.  Blakeslee,  who 
took  high  rank  as  a criminal  lawyer  in  the  Montrose 
Bar.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  January 
7,  1878,  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  her  age,  and  the 
father  died  January  26,  1877,  aged  sixty-one  years. 

George  P.  Little,  son  of  the  late  Ralph 
B.  Little,  and  who  at  this  time  probably  enjoys  the 
largest  practice  of  any  attorney  at  the  Susquehanna 
County  Bar,  is  a native  of  the  village  in  which  he  re- 
sides— Montrose — born  April  25,  1842.  He  was  here 
reared,  and  educated  in  the  village  academy.  He 
read  law  in  the  office  of  Little  & Post  at  Montrose, 
of  which  firm  his  father  was  the  senior  member. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Susquehanna  county 
at  the  April  term,  1863.  He  was  enrolled  in  the 
fall  of  1862  in  the  home  company  of  Capt.  Richard 
Van  Valkenburg,  and  on  Gen.  Lee’s  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1863,  he  was  mustered  into  service 
of  the  United  States  as  a member  of  Company  B., 
28th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Militia  and  for  some 
weeks  was  out  with  that  organization.  After  his 
admission  to  the  Bar  he  became  a partner  of  his 
father  under  the  firm  name  of  R.  B.  & G.  P.  Little. 
On  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1877,  the  son  became 
associated  in  the  practice  with  E.  L.  Blakeslee  and 
M.  S.  Allen,  which  partnership  was  dissolved  two 
years  later.  Messrs.  Little  and  Allen  continued 
together  for  several  years,  when  Mr.  Allen  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  firm  by  David  W.  Brown.  The  latter 
retired  from  the  firm  in  1887,  and  from  that  time 
on  until  the  admission  to  the  Bar,  in  1889,  of 
Ralph  B.  Little,  Mr.  Little  was  alone  in  the  practice. 
During  the  last  decade  father  and  son  have  re- 
mained together  in  the  practice  and  become  one 
of  the  well-known  law  firms  of  northeastern  Penn- 
sylvania. The  elder  Little  has  zealously  and  dili- 
gently pursued  the  practice  of  law  from  boyhood 
among  the  people  who  hold  him  in  high  esteem 
and  regard.  He  is  an  earnest,  painstaking,  conscien- 
tious, careful  lawyer,  and  has  the  full  confidence 
of  his  many  clients,  his  legal  brothers  and  fellow- 
citizens.  He  has  made  a specialty  of  equity  cases 
and  for  years  there  has  hardly  appeared  in  court 
an  important  case  of  this  class  with  which  he  has 
not  been  connected.  Mr.  Little  was  appointed  by 
the  Court,  attorney  for  the  defense  of  Cornelius 
Shew,  who  was  tried  at  the  November  term  of 
court,  1898,  in  Susquehanna  county  and  convicted 
for  the  murder  of  Jackson  Pepper.  It  is  gener- 
ally conceded  that  in  this  trial  Mr.  Little  acquitted 
himself  with  great  credit,  making  an  able  defense, 
and  closing  with  a strong  and  forceful  plea  before 
the  jury.  Lor  many  years  Mr.  Little  has  been  an 
earnest  and  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
of  Montrose,  a deacon  in  that  Society  and  super- 
intendent of  its  Sabbath-school.  He  is  identified 
with  the  order  of  Odd  Lellows  and  Masonry.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a Democrat.  A strong  and 
earnest  advocate  for  years  of  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance, he  affiliated  for  a period  with  the  Prohibi- 
tion party,  and  in  1888  was  the  candidate  of  that 
party  for  president  judge. 


On  December  24,  1864,  Mr.  Little  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Nelson  C.  War- 
ner (now  deceased)  of  Montrose,  and  to  the  union 
were  born:  Ralph  B.  (mentioned  below),  George 

P.,  Jr.,  (born  in  1869  and  died  in  1884),  and  Phila 
Ann. 

Ralph  B.  Little,  son  of  George  P.  Little, 
and  junior  member  of  the  law  firm  of  G.  P.  & R. 
B.  Little,  Montrose,  is  a native  of  the  latter  village, 
born  November  8,  1865.  He  was  reared  in  the 
village,  attended  its  school,  including  the  Montrose 
Academy.  He  furthered  his  studies  in  Keystone 
Academy,  a preparatory  school  at  Lactoryville, 
Penn.,  remaining  one  year,  then  in  1885  entered 
the  freshman  class  of  Bucknell  University,  Lewis- 
burg,  Penn.,  where  he  passed  two  years,  withdraw- 
ing from  the  College  Course  at  the  close  of  his 
Sophomore  year.  Having  descended  from  a family 
of  lawyers,  young  Little,  as  it  were,  was  born, 
cradled  and  reared  a lawyer.  On  leaving  college  he 
entered  his  father’s  office  for  the  study  of  law,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Susquehanna  County  Bar  at 
Montrose,  in  January,  1889,  being  the  first  attor- 
ney admitted  after  Judge  Searle’s  elevation  to  the 
bench.  In  partnership  with  his  father  he  has  since 
been  in  active  practice,  and  has  won  his  way  to  the 
front  rank  of  the  younger  attorneys  by  close  appli- 
cation, tireless  energy,  and  natural  legal  talent. 
Air.  Little,  though  an  ardent  and  unswerving  Re- 
publican since  attaining  his  majority,  never  sought 
political  preferment  until  in  1898.  He  had  always 
worked  early  and  late  for  the  success  of  his  party ; 
he  had  been  sent  a number  of  times  as  delegate 
to  County  and  State  conventions,  and  in  the  na- 
tional campaign  of  1896,  he  took  the  stump  for 
McKinley,  and  his  voice  was  heard  in  many  towns 
of  Susquehanna  county  in  able  and  eloquent  appeals 
for  the  triumph  of  Republican  principles.  In  1898 
he  became  the  nominee  of  his  party  in  Susque- 
hanna county  for  the  office  of  district  attorney. 
The  home  press  of  Mr.  Little  at  the  time  of  his 
nomination  and  at  times  before  his  election  often  re- 
ferred in  very  complimentary  terms  to  his  high 
character  and  standing  as  a man  as  well  as  to  his 
fitness  for  the  office  which  he  is  now  so  ably  and 
efficiently  filling;  extracts  from  some  of  them  fol- 
low : 

“The  nomination  of  Ralph  B.  Little,  Esq.,  of 
Alontrose,  as  the  Republican  candidate  for  District 
Attorney  is  an  especially  fitting  one  and  will  add 
a tower  of  strength  to  the  ticket.” 

“The  Republicans  of  this  county  made  a happy 
selection  of  a candidate  when  they  named  Ralph 
B.  Little,  Esq.,  of  Montrose.  Though  still  in  the 
full  vigor  of  young  manhood,  he  has  had  a long 
and  successful  experience  at  the  Bar,  is  a born 
lawyer  of  splendid  ability — honest,  courageous  and 
forceful — and  is  of  the  highest  character.  Such  is 
the  man  whom  the  Republican  party  of  Susque- 
hanna county  presents  for  the  office  of  District  At- 
torney, and  he  will  receive,  as  he  deserves,  a rousing 
majority  at  the  polls.” 
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“The  nomination  of  Mr.  Little  will  command  a 
hearty  and  united  support  from  his  party,  which  will 
result  in  his  election  by  a rousing  majority,  and 
the  people  of  the  county  may  rest  assured  that 
under  his  administration  the  duties  of  the  office 
will  be  performed  with  fidelity,  ability  and  absolute 
justice.” 

In  the  election  that  followed  Mr.  Little  led  in 
the  vote.  He  received  practically  every  Republican 
vote,  and  added  to  this  votes  from  the  Prohibition- 
ists and  Democrats.  In  January,  1899,  Mr.  Little 
was  chosen  to  the  office  of  chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican County  Committee.  The  press  at  this  time 
observed:  “The  election  of  Ralph  B.  Little,  Esq., 
to  the  chairmanship  will  meet  with  the  general  and 
hearty  approval  of  the  Republican  voters,  and  we 
desire  to  extend  to  Chairman  Little  our  congratula- 
tions, and  wish  him  unlimited  success  in  marshaling 
the  Republican  host  for  victory.” 

On  March  13,  1889,  Mr.  Little  was  married  to 
Miss  Agnes  J.,  daughter  of  E.  P.  and  Sarah  (Hill) 
Pope,  of  Montrose,  and  to  them  have  come  children 
as  follows:  Ralph  B.,  Jr.,  Edward  P.  and  George 

P.,  Jr.  Mr.  Little  is  identified  with  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Montrose,  and  is  a member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity. 

ZENAS  SMITH,  one  of  the  most  esteemed 
and  influential  citizens  of  Jessup  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  for  many  years  prominently 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  his 
locality,  but  at  present  is  not  actively  engaged  in 
any  business,  having  accumulated  a handsome  com- 
petence, which  enables  him  to  spend  his  declining 
years  in  ease  and  quiet. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  on  his  present  homestead, 
February  3,  1822,  a son  of  Mathias  and  Polly  (Doo- 
little) Smith,  who  were  natives  of  Hudson,  N.  Y., 
and  Connecticut  respectively,  the  latter  being  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Doolittle,  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, who  came  to  Susquehanna  county  about  1808, 
and  located  in  Bridgewater  (now  Jessup)  township. 
The  father  was  three  times  married,  first  to  Anna 
Whipple,  who  died,  leaving  four  children,  all  now 
deceased,  namely : Samantha,  wife  of  Stephen 

Rogers;  Lois,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Baldwin;  Jemima, 
wife  of  Amos  Smith,  also  deceased ; and  Susan,  who 
was  drowned  at  Whitney’s  Point,  Broome  Co.,  N. 
Y.  The  second  wife,  who  was  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  died  in  1824,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Fairdale  cemetery.  By 
this  union  there  were  four  children : Hannah,  who 
died  at  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Lucius,  who  died  Jan- 
uary 18,  1899,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  in  Fairdale  ; 
Zenas,  our  subject ; and  Norman,  deceased  in  youth. 
For  his  third  wife,  the  father  married  Hephzibah 
Snow,  by  whom  he  had  no  children.  In  political 
sentiment  he  was  a Democrat.  In  the  midst  of  the 
wilderness  he  cleared  and  developed  a farm  adjoin- 
ing that  of  our  subject,  and  died  upon  his  place 
in  Jessup  township,  July  21,  i860,  at  the  age  of 


eighty  years ; his  remains  were  also  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Fairdale  cemetery. 

Zenas  Smith  was  reared  and  educated  in  much 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  and  on 
leaving  home  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  on 
which  he  has  lived  continuously  since,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year,  1889,  which  he  spent  at  Mont- 
rose. When  he  located  thereon  the  land  was  all 
wild,  but  soon  acre  after  acre  was  placed  under 
cultivation ; he  planted  trees,  so  that  he  now  has  a 
fine  orchard ; and  has  erected  good  and  substantial 
buildings,  which  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift 
and  enterprise.  Being  one  of  the  leading  and  prom- 
inent citizens  of  his  community,  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  serve  in  most  of  the  township  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  justice  of  the  peace,  which  he  filled 
for  five  years.  Politically  he  was  originally  a Dem- 
ocrat, but  he  now  supports  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Prohibition  party,  which  embodies  his  views 
on  the  temperance  question.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Montrose. 

At  Union,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Smith  was  married,  Oc- 
tober 13,  1848,  to  Miss  Louisa  M.  Cornwell,  and 
two  children  blessed  their  union : Halsey,  born  in 
1856,  lives  with  our  subject;  he  married  Carrie 
Birchard,  who  was  born  in  1856  in  Jessup  township, 
and  this  union  was  blessed  with  two  children — Min- 
nie, born  in  1879,  and  Jennie,  born  in  1880.  Ida  M. 
married  Warren  W.  Strange,  of  Montrose,  and 
died  October  27,  1888.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in 
Warren,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  April  23,  1826,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  and  Amanda  (Reynolds) 
Cornwell,  of  Long  Island,  who  in  1833  came  to 
Fairdale,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  father 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 
Though  he  never  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  he 
owned  several  farms,  and  he  was  quite  a wealthy 
and  prominent  man.  His  parents,  Alva  and  Catura 
Cornwell,  removed  from  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  to 
Montrose  at  an  early  day,  and  here  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  Mrs.  Smith’s  maternal 
grandparents,  John  and  Eunice  Halsey  Reynolds, 
of  Long  Island,  were  also  pioneers  of  Susquehanna 
county,  where  M-r.  Reynolds  purchased  several 
hundred  acres  of  land  between  Fairdale  and  Mont- 
rose. He  built  the  first  gristmill  and  the  first 
woolen-mill  in  this  section,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  honored  citizens,  living 
to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years ; he  was 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  daughter, 
Mrs.  Cornwell,  died  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  and  was  buried  on  a part  of  the  old  home- 
stead at  Fairdale,  after  which  the  Doctor  married 
Henrietta  Southwell ; he  had  no  children  by  the 
second  union.  He  passed  away  in  August,  1888,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  was  also  laid  to 
rest  in  the  family  burying-ground.  His  children 
were:  Louisa  M.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Elmira  and 
Alya,  who  both  died  young;  Angeline,  deceased 
wife  of  Carlisle  Stevens ; Martha,  who  died  when 
eighteen  years  of  age ; L’hommedieu,  deceased  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight;  Eugenia,  now  deceased, 
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who  was  twice  married,  first  to  John  Cobb  (by 
whom  she  had  a son,  John  H.  Cobb,  a physician 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.),  and  second  to  Thomas  C. 
Chandler;  and  Frances,  wife  of  Frederick  Rose,  of 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Smith  owns  land  that  has 
been  in  the  family  over  one  hundred  years. 

J.  G.  ANGLE,  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists 
and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  is  a native  of  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  born  in  1830,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  (Cool)  Angle. 

The  family  is  of  Scottish  origin,  but  our  sub- 
ject’s original  American  ancestor  was  one  of  three 
brothers  who  came  to  this  country  from  Holland. 
He  settled  in  New  Jersey,  the  other  two  going 
West,  where  it  is  probable  some  of  their  posterity 
still  reside,  for  a number  of  years  ago  John  Angle 
received  a letter  from  a man  of  the  same  name  in 
the  West,  inquiring  as  to  his  ancestry.  The  writer 
claimed  that  one  of  his  forefathers  came  from  Hol- 
land, being  one  of  three  brothers,  and  claimed  to 
have  the  identical  iron-bound  trunk  brought  by 
them  on  their  emigration.  Jacob  Angle,  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  married  a lady  named  Belles,  also  born  in 
that  State,  where  they  always  made  their  home, 
owning  a large  tract  of  land,  on  which  both  he  and 
his  wife  died  many  years  ago.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  three  sons  and  two  daughters  : John,  who 
was  born  in  1798;  Samuel,  father  of  our  subject; 
Charles;  Mrs.  Philip  Butts,  who  died  in  New  Jer- 
sey; and  Mrs.  Abram  Cool,  who  died  in  New  York 
State.  Of  these  John  Angle  came  to  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  settling  there 
April  1,  1845,  and  purchased  a farm  on  which  he 
made  his  home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
left  two  sons — Jacob,  who  died  in  Stroudsburg; 
and  Charles,  who  is  still  a resident  of  that  place. 
Charles  Angle,  the  youngest  son  of  Jacob,  settled 
in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  after  his  marriage,  and 
there  died. 

Samuel  Angle,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
1802  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  grew  to  manhood 
upon  his  father’s  farm,  receiving  a limited  educa- 
tion. He  married  Miss  Mary  Cool,  a daughter  of 
Peter  Cool,  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  for  some 
years  thereafter  he  operated  the  old  home  farm, 
where  his  wife  died, leaving  one  son, our  subject, and 
four  daughters:  (1)  Elizabeth  is  now  the  widow 

of  William  Finger,  of  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  is  a resident  of  Pike  county,  Penn. 
(2)  Jerusha  came  with  the  family  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  married  E.  Workheiser,  now  a resident  of 
Bradford  county,  and  they  have  one  son  living.  (3) 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Jeremiah  Anderson,  who  lives 
near  Towanda,  Bradford  county.  (4)  Emaline  is 
the  wife  of  John  Deitrick.  of  Milford,  Pike  county, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Samuel.  The  father  was 
again  married  in  1840,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Angle,  of  New  Jersey,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children  : Samuel,  who  died  when  a young 


man  ; and  William,  who  died  in  childhood.  In  1845 
the  family  removed  from  the  old  home  in  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  to  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Mon- 
roe Co.,  Penn.,  locating  there  April  1,  and  making 
a permanent  home  on  the  farm  where  our  subject 
still  resides.  After  his  marriage  in  1859  the  parents 
removed  to  a place  on  the  Milford  road,  where  the 
father  died  in  1885,  and  the  mother  in  1891. 

J.  G.  Angle  was  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  with  his  father  to  Monroe  county,  and  upon 
his  present  farm  he  has  since  made  his  home.  Dur- 
ing  his  youth  he  attended  the  common  schools  to  a 
limited  extent,  but  is  mainly  self-educated.  Being 
a man  of  scholarly  tastes  he  has  made  the  most  of 
his  opportunities,  and  is  well  informed  on  topics  of 
general  interest,  as  well  as  the  leading  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day.  He  taught  in  the  public 
schools  for  a number  of  years  during  the  winter 
season,  while  the  summer  months  he  devoted  to 
farm  work.  In  1863  he  left  the  old  homestead  and 
purchased  his  father-in-law’s  farm  in  Stroud  town- 
ship, near  East  Stroudsburg,  where  he  remained  for 
twenty-five  years,  but  in  1888  returned  to  the  old 
home  in  Smithfield  township,  where  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  has  been  passed.  However,  he  still 
owns  his  farm  in  Stroud  township. 

In  1859  Mr.  Angle  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Anna  Posten,  of  Stroud  township,  a daugh- 
ter of  James  and  ,Mary  Posten,  but  she  died  in 
1868  on  the  farm  where  she  was  born.  Four  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union:  (1)  Samuel  James,  born 

in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  in  i860,  died  in  boy- 
hood. (2)  Mary  E.,  born  in  1861,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Jacob  Kaul,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and  they  have 
two  children,  J.  P.  and  Edna.  (3)  Porter,  born  in 
1863,  married  Agnes  Deitrick,  and  resides  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Stroud  township.  They  have  two 
children  : Pearl  and  Carl.  (4)  Jabez  G.,  born  in 

April,  1866,  married  Emma  Deitrick,  resides  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  has  two  children,  Laura  and 
Anna.  In  1874,  Mr.  Angle  was  again  married,  his 
second  wife  being  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Van  Vliet,  of 
Stroud  township,  a daughter  of  Charick  and  Han- 
nah Van  Vliet,  pioneers  of  that  township,  their 
home  being  near  Stroudsburg.  By  this  marriage 
Mr.  Angle  has  one  son  and  one  daughter:  (1) 

Lydia  L.,  born  in  1876,  married  Eugene  Kinney,  of 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  by  whom  she 
has  one  child,  Verne,  and  they  now  reside  at  Bush- 
kill,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.  (2)  M.  G.  L.,  born  in  1878, 
in  Stroud  township,  received  a common-school  edu- 
cation, and  is  with  his  parents  on  the  home  farm. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  1880. 

Politically  Mr.  Angle  is  an  ardent  Democrat, 
belonging  to  the  Free  Silver  faction,  and  though 
he  has  never  aspired  to  office  he  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  political  work  of  his  township,  rendering 
his  party  efficient  service.  He  has  filled  a number 
of  local  positions  of  trust  and  has  been  township 
auditor  for  three  years.  For  a number  of  years  he 
was  president  of  the  East  Stroudsburg  Creamery, 
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which  he  helped  to  organize,  and  has  always  taken 
an  active  interest  in  any  enterprise  calculated  to 
prove  of  public  benefit.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
to  which  his  wife  also  belonged,  and  his  life  has 
ever  been  in  harmony  with  his  professions,  being 
such  as  to  win  for  him  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

JAMES  MOORE,  a leading  agriculturist  of 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  is  a citizen  whose 
upright  life  has  won  the  respect  of  the  community 
in  which  he  resides,  and  the  following  history  out- 
lines briefly  a career  which  is  worthy  of  emulation. 

Mr.  Moore  was  born  April  26,  1827,  in  County 
Derry,  Ireland,  a son  of  William  and  Mary  A. 
(McSparran)  Moore.  His  father,  who  was  a ship 
carpenter  by  trade,  removed  in  later  life  to  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  and  his  death  occurred  there.  Our  sub- 
ject was  one  of  the  three  brothers  who  came  to 
America,  the  other  members  of  the  family  remain- 
ing in  Glasgow.  John  Moore  on  coming  to  this 
country  located  first  in  Philadelphia.  In  1849,  liv- 
ing caught  the  “gold  fever,”  he  went  to  California, 
and  in  1868  was  married  in  San  Francisco  to  Miss 
Rachael  Hunter,  at  present  residing  in  that  city. 
He  has  three  children : Archibald,  William  and 

Mary.  George  Moore  married  a Miss  Hamilton,  of 
Glasgow,  and  after  coming  to  the  United  States 
settled  in  Boston,  where  he  is  employed  as  foreman 
in  a last  and  boot  factory.  Of  his  five  children, 
Margaret,  Mary  and  William  are  living;  Archie  and 
Jeanne  died  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  Moore’s  ancestors  on  both  sides  were 
originally  Scottish,  his  mother  having  been  a 
descendant  of  the  Macdonalds,  of  the  Clan  Mac- 
donald. Ian  Macdonald  was  treasurer  for  the  clan, 
and,  to  distinguish  his  branch  of  the  family  from 
the  numerous  other  branches,  his  sons  were  called 
“Macsporron,”  which  means,  in  the  Gaelic  lan- 
guage, “son  of  the  purse  bearer”  (Mac  signifying 
son,  and  sporron  purse).  Hence  the  name  Mac- 
sporron, which  has  since  been  corrupted  into  Mc- 
Sparran. The  crest  or  coat  of  arms  adopted  by  the 
family  was  a purse,  a sheaf  of  wheat  and  a bloody 
hand  and  dagger.  The  purse  signified  their  office  of 
treasurer  for  the  clan,  the  sheaf  of  wheat  that  their 
general  pursuit  was  that  of  agriculture.  The  bloody 
hand  and  dagger  were  on  the  crest  because  of  a 
(veil-founded  tradition  that  at  one  time  a clear  title 
to  the  island  of  Iona  was  offered  by  one  of  the  old 
chiefs  as  a prize  for  skill  and  endurance  in  rowing. 
They  were  to  start  at  a given  signal,  the  prize  to  be 
given  to  the  man  who  would  first  touch  with  his 
hand  a certain  rock  on  the  headland  of  the  island. 
Among  the  many  competitors  was  one  of  the  Mac- 
sporrons.  Within  a short  distance  of  the  goal 
his  oar  broke.  Failure  seemed  inevitable,  when, 
quickly  drawing  his  dagger  from  its  sheath,  he 
severed  his  hand  from  the  arm  at  the  wrist,  and 
throwing  it  struck  the  rock  before  any  of  the  others 
could  touch  it.  This  coat  of  arms,  together  with 


the  old  family  motto,  “Stand  Firm,”  can  be  found 
to  this  day  on  some  of  the  old  tombstones  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  in  Dungiven  old 
churchyard,  where  most  of  the  Macsporrons  who 
have  died  in  Ireland,  lie  buried. 

The  Macsporrons  were  distantly  related  to 
John  Balfour,  of  Ivinloch,  called  Burley,  and  took 
up  arms  against  the  government  with  the  Gove- 
nanters,  some,  both  of  men  and  women,  giving  their 
lives  for  the  religion  they  held  dearer  than  life  itself. 
In  1690,  after  the  massacre  of  Glencoe,  where  the 
Clan  Macdonald  was  so  nearly  annihilated,  Ian  and 
Archibald  Macsporron,  two  brothers,  escaped  and 
fled  to  the  North  of  Ireland  for  safety,  one  settling 
at  Feeny,  the  other  at  Flanders,  in  County  Derry. 
In  two  or  three  years  they  returned  to  Scotland, 
remaining  only  a short  time,  however,  and  return- 
ing with  other  relatives  to-  their  Irish  homes,  where 
they  lived  in  comparative  peace  and  quiet  until  the 
rebellion  of  1798.  John  McSparran,  of  Feeny,  hav- 
ing become  deeply  implicated  in  the  rebellion,  being 
organizer  and  captain  of  a company  of  the  United 
Irishmen,  at  the  close  of  the  rebellion,  was  a fugi- 
tive for  three  months  before  he  was  betrayed  by  a 
false  friend  into  the  hands  of  the  soldiers.  He  was 
promised  his  life  if  he  would  give  information  con- 
cerning those  in  league  with  him,  but  this  he  firmly 
refused  to  do,  and  was  sentenced  to  be  flogged  to 
death  with  the  cat-o-nine-tails.  He  had  received 
150  lashes  when  a King’s  messenger  galloped  up 
with  a pardon  for  all  “United  Men,”  and  he  barely 
escaped  with  his  life,  his  property,  which  was  con- 
fiscated by  the  government,  never  being  restored. 
In  1847  his  youngest  daughter,  Mary,  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  a few 
years  later  she  was  married  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a distant  relative  as  related  farther  on. 

During  his  boyhood  our  subject  accompanied 
his  father  to  Scotland,  but  in  1852  he  came  to  the 
New  World  to  seek  his  fortune.  For  eight  years 
he  was  employed  as  a foreman  in  the  Point  Breeze 
Gas  Works,  Philadelphia,  and  in  i860  he  removed 
to  New  Vernon,  Mercer  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
bought  a farm.  In  1863  he  sold  his  property  and 
returned  to  Philadelphia,  purchasing  real  estate 
there,  on  disposing  of  which,  in  1868,  he  located 
in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  on  his  present 
homestead,  four  miles  northwest  of  Stroudsburg. 
It  was  then  known  as  the  Valentine  Kautz  farm, 
and  since  purchasing  it  he  has  made  many  improve- 
ments, including  a stone  residence  and  a good 
frame  barn.  The  farm  contains  126  acres  of  fertile 
land,  and  is  now  under  fine  cultivation. 

In  1853  Mr.  Moore  was  married,  in  Philadel- 
phia, to  Miss  Mary  McSparran,  who  was  born  in 
1830,  in  County  Derry,  Ireland,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Anne  McSparran,  both  lifelong  residents  of 
the  Emerald  Isle.  She  passed  to  the  unseen  life 
in  June,  1897,  leaving  four  children:  (1)  Will- 

iam J.  Moore,  born  February  22,  1855,  in  Phil- 
adelphia, was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city.  Much  of  his  early  life  was  spent  at  the  present 
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homestead,  but  in  1878  he  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  was  employed  in  a foundry.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  he  is  in  charge  of  the  homestead,  and  his 
ability  as  a manager  has  won  for  him  a high  reputa- 
tion among  the  agriculturists  of  the  locality,  while 
as  a citizen  he  is  equally  esteemed.  In  1878  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Isabella  Graham,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
died  in  1890,  leaving  one  son,  James,  now  residing 
at  the  homestead.  (2)  Miss  Mary  A.  Moore,  born 
in  June,  1863,  in  Mercer  county,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Philadelphia  and  in  Stroud  township, 
and  is  now  prominent  in  the  social  and  religious  life 
of  her  locality,  her  excellent  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart  making  her  a general  favorite.  She  is  secre- 
tary of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Union  of  Monroe 
county,  and  “Chairman  of  the  Union  Correspondence 
Committee  for  Pike  and  Monroe  counties,  and  in 
both  offices  has  manifested  marked  ability,  while 
she  also  presides  over  the  home  with  womanly  skill. 
(3)  Rev.  James  Moore,  born  March  1,  1866,  in 
Philadelphia,  completed  a common-school  course 
in  Stroud  township,  and  later  attended  Lafayette 
College  and  Princeton  Seminary,  where  he  pre- 
pared for  the  Presbyterian  ministry.  In  May,  1896, 
he  was  ordained  at  Weatherly,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn., 
and  he  now  has  charge  of  the  church  there.  On 
November  10,  1897,  he  married  Miss  Anna  G. 
Webster,  of  the  same  town.  (4)  Miss  Martha  J. 
Moore,  born  September  12,  1874,  at  the  present 
homestead,  has  been  an  invalid  since  childhood. 
The  family  are  identified  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Stroudsburg,  and  the  now  sainted  mother 
was  a devout  adherent  of  that  faith,  having  united 
with  that  church  at  an  early  age.  Politically  Mr. 
Moore  and  his  sons  affiliate  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  previous  to  its  organization  he  was  a 
stanch  Whig. 

RICHMOND  M.  HALL,  a prominent  agri- 
culturist of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  by  his 
gallant  service  he  maintained  the  reputation  for 
patriotism  and  courage  to  which  each  generation 
of  his  family  in  this  country  has  contributed.  His 
grandfather,  Richmond  Hall,  fought  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  his  old  gun  being  now  treasured  by 
our  subject  as  a sacred  relic,  while  Curtis  Hall,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  served  as  a teamster  in  the 
war  of  1812,  although  but  eleven  years  old,  and 
unable  to  take  a place  in  the  ranks.  Mr.  Hall  en- 
listed at  Scranton  in  February.  1865,  in  Company 
F,  53rd  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Nathaniel  Montague, 
for  “three  years  or  the  war.”  He  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Camp  Cadwallader,  Philadelphia,  and 
served  as  long  as  there  was  any  fighting  to  be  done, 
being  discharged  June  30,  1865.  at  Harrisburg. 
The  most  important  engagement  in  which  he  took 
part  was  the  battle  of  Five  Points,  but  he  was  in 
many  skirmishes,  and  at  one  time  fought  twelve 
days  in  succession.  He  witnessed  the  surrender 
of  Lee,  and  soon  after  the  close  of  hostilities  his 
eyes  became  inflamed  so  seriously  that  he  was  ad- 


vised to  go  to  a hospital  for  treatment,  but  he  re- 
fused, and  that  disability  has  troubled  him 
permanently. 

Mr.  Hall  is  of  Scotch  ancestry  in  the  paternal 
line,  and  his  grandfather  was  born  and  reared  in 
Scotland,  but  came  to  America  soon  after  his  mar- 
riage, locating  on  a farm  near  New  Haven,  Conn., 
where  he  died  in  1825.  He  was  a man  of  fine 
ability  and  culture,  and  our  subject  now  has  in  his 
possession,  a book  on  mathematics  published  in 
Germantown,  1774-  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lucy  Dudley,  survived  him  about  seventeen 
years.  Curtis  Hall,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Cheshire,  Conn.,  and  was  married 
in  1833  at  Stamford,  Vermont,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Coleman,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  not  far  from 
the  Green  Mountains.  Her  parents,  William  and 
Hannah  (Corse)  Coleman,  resided  for  some  years 
on  a farm  near  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  but  removed  to 
Lakeside,  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  the  father  died  in  1846,  aged  fifty- 
eight  years.  In  1847  our  subject’s  parents  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  and  after  spending  two  years 
with  Mrs.  Coleman,  they  purchased  a farm  at  Lake- 
side, a mile  and  a half  from  the  Coleman  homestead, 
but  their  last  days  were  spent  upon  another  farm  in 
the  same  vicinity.  The  father  died  November  13, 
1870,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  and  the  mother  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1849,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years,  the 
remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Lakeview  ceme- 
tery in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
This  worthy  couple  had  the  following  children : 
Elizabeth  M.,  widow  of  John  Doud,  now  residing 
with  our  subject;  Luther  C.,  who  died  in  Susque- 
hanna county  in  November,  1891  ; Jane  R.,  widow 
of  George  Halstead,  now  conducting  a millinery 
store  in  New  Milford;  R.  M.,  our  subject;  William 
H.,  an  ex-soldier,  residing  in  Michigan,  where  he 
follows  the  painter’s  trade ; Lucas  D.,  a farmer  in 
Jackson  township ; Lucy  A.,  who  married  William 
Bradley,  an  ex-soldier,  both  deceased ; and  Hannah 
J.,  deceased. 

Richmond  M.  Hall  was  born  June  22,  1838, 
at  Woodbury,  Conn.,  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until  the  death  of  his  mother.  He  then  began  work- 
ing for  neighboring  farmers,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years  he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  working  two  years  in  a shop 
at  Harford  and  received  only  his  board.  He  worked 
one  year  as  a journeyman  before  his  enlistment  in 
the  army,  and  after  his  discharge  he  engaged  in 
farming  in  New  Milford,  the  failure  of  his  eyesight 
making  other  work  impossible.  Mr.  Hall  is  an 
independent  thinker,  and  casts  his  vote  for  the  “best 
man,”  irrespective  of  party.  Socially  he  and  his 
family  are  much  esteemed,  and  he  is  a leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Brushville.  On  Au- 
gust 7,  1864,  he  was  married  in  Harford  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Abigail  A.  Wellman, 
who  was  born  April  10,  1848,  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, the  daughter  of  David  and  Lucy  (Howland) 
Wellman.  A large  family  of  children  has  bright- 
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ened  our  subject’s  home:  (i)  Lester  W.  married 

Cora  E.  Cross,  and  resides  on  a farm  in  New  Mil- 
ford township.  (2)  Evaline  E.  married  Eugene 
Fancher,  a farmer  at  Brushville,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  has  seven  children — Earnest  E.,  Rich- 
ard A.,  Adelia  M.,  Bessie  A.,  Pearle,  Anna  L.  and 
Eunice.  (3)  George  D.  married  Lillie  E.  Clark, 
and  operated  our  subject’s  homestead.  (4)  Lauren 
C.,  engaged  in  farming  in  New  Milford  township, 
married  Gertrude  N.  Barton,  and  has  had  two  chil- 
dren— Stanley  C.,  who  died  September  2,  1896;  and 
Abigail  G.  (5)  Burton  T.  is  a farmer  in  New  Mil- 
ford township,  married  Dora  F.  Mead,  and  has  two 
children — Nelson  H.  and  Charles  M.  (6)  Lucy  A. 
married  W.  S.  Lynch,  a painter  at  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.  (7)  Stanley  R.  was  killed  in  his  parents’  home 
during  a cyclone  in  1890.  (8)  Harry  J.  is  at  home. 
(9)  Byron  M.  died  in  1888.  (10)  Bernice  E.  is  at 
home. 

DAVID  WELLMAN,  a venerable  and  highly 
respected  resident  of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  deserving  of  especial  mention  in  this  vol- 
ume, and  the  following  account  of  his  career  will 
give  pleasure  to  a large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. He  was  born  February  9,  1817,  in 
New  Milford  township,  and  is  of  English  descent 
in  the  paternal  line.  His  grandparents,  Jacob  and 
Mercy  (Hubbard)  Wellman,  came  from  Massachu- 
setts to  this  section  in  1812,  locating  in  New  Milford 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children : Jacob,  John,  Hiram,  David, 

Berry,  Calvin,  Rebecca  (who  married  Charles  Foot), 
Emily  and  Eunice. 

David  Wellman,  Sr.,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  and  resided  there  for  some 
years  after  his  marriage  with  Abigail  Taylor,  a 
native  of  the  State.  In  1812  they  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  made  their  home  in  New  Milford 
township,  but  in  1848  they  removed  to  Lee  Center, 
111.,  where  their  remaining  years  were  spent.  The 
father,  who  was  a farmer  and  stone  mason  by  oc- 
cupation, died  in  1855,  aged  sixty-three  years,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  in  1868,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  at 
Lee  Center.  This  worthy  couple  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, viz. : Henry,  Elmira  (who  married  (first)  E. 
Hawley,  and  (second)  John  Clark),  David,  Lyman, 
Eliza  (who  married  Asel  Howland),  Emily  (who 
married  Harrison  Tennant),  Nathaniel,  Amanda 
(who  married  John  Oldfield),  Mortimer,  Hortimer 
H.,  Flavia  (who  married  Benjamin  Hawley),  and 
Loren  T.  (now  deceased). 

David  Wellman,  Jr.,  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one,  but  for 
three  years  previous  he  had  been  employed  more 
or  less  by  farmers  in  the  vicinity.  On  attaining  his 
majority  he  bought  a partially  improved  farm  in 
New  Milford  township,  but  he  sold  out  three  years 
later,  and  purchased  another  farm  in  the  same 
township,  and  in  i860  he  bought  his  present  home- 
stead, an  attractive  place,  containing  nineteen  acres. 


When  about  thirty  years  old  he  began  working  at 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  success- 
fully until  1886,  old  age  compelling  him  to  retire 
from  active  work.  In  politics  he  is  an  Independent, 
his  influence  having  always  been  given  to  the  men 
and  measures  of  his  choice  without  partisan  bias. 

On  October  13,  1841,  he  was  married  in  New 
Milford  township  to  Miss  Lucy  Howland,  and  three 
children  were  born  to  them : Ann  M.  married 

Almond  Jones,  a carpenter  at  Sayre,  Penn.;  Abi- 
gail married  Richmond  M.  Hall,  of  New  Milford 
township,  mentioned  above;  and  Sarah  J.  married 
(first)  Charles  W.  Norton,  and  (second)  Jerome  W. 
Case  (deceased),  and  now  resides  with  our  subject. 

Mrs.  Lucy  (Howland)  Wellman,  whose  com- 
panionship has  cheered  our  subject’s  lot  for  nearly 
sixty  years,  was  born  February  10,  1825,  near  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.,  the  daughter  of  Asahel  Howland 
and  granddaughter  of  John  Howland.  Her  father 
was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  but-  also  followed  farm- 
ing throughout  his  life.  His  wife,  Barbara  (Ide) 
Howland,  died  in  Rhode  Island,  in  1830.  In  1839 
he  came  to  New  Milford  township,  and  the  follow- 
ing' year  married  Eliza  J.  Wellman.  In  1848  they 
removed  to  Illinois,  where  the  father  died  in  1865, 
aged  sixty-two  years.  Asahel  and  Barbara  How- 
land had  three  children,  viz. : Henry  W.,  George  D. 
(deceased),  and  Lucy. 

1 

WILLIAM  H.  WHITNEY,  a prominent  and 
extensive  farmer,  lumberman  and  stock  raiser  of 
Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  Windom  township,  Wyoming 
county,  May  14,  1824,  at  which  time  it  still  formed 
a part  of  Luzerne  county. 

His  parents,  Walter  and  Louisiana  (Edwards) 
Whitney,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  New 
York,  respectively,  but  were  married  in  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  throughout  life,  the  father  being  engaged  in 
farming  and  lumbering.  He  died  January,  1864, 
aged  sixty-four  years,  the  mother  in  August,  1877, 
aged  seventy-two'  years,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  North  Flat  burying  ground,  Wyoming  coun- 
ty. Their  children  were  : (1)  William  H.,  our  sub- 
ject. (2)  Ann  E.,  who  died  unmarried  in  1891.  (3) 
Charles  W.,  deceased.  (4)  Emeline,  deceased  wife 
of  Bennett  Lyon.  (5)  Louisiana,  deceased  wife  of 
Elihu  Kinney,  of  Lynn,  Penn.  (6)  John,  deceased, 
who  married  a Miss  Davenport,  of  Plymouth,  Lu- 
zerne county.-  He  for  a time  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  in  Dallas,  Penn.,  doing  the  major  portion 
of  the  building  of  his  store  himself.  (Nature  had 
gifted  him  with  the  faculty  of  doing  well  whatever 
work  he  attempted.)  He  continued  to  conduct  this 
store  until  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  when 
he  answered  the  President’s  first  call  for  volunteers, 
and  remained  a true  and  faithful  soldier  through- 
out that  dire  struggle,  holding  different  offices,  be- 
ing a captain  at  about  the  time  of  Lee’s  surrender, 
when  he  was  killed  by  the  bursting  of  a random 
shell  from  the  enemy — no  battle  being  in  progress. 
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His  men  had  cautioned  him,  but  the  warning  came 
too  late.  His  remains  were  sent  home  and  placed 
in  the  North  Flat  cemetery.  Two  Posts  of  the  G. 
A.  R.  are  named  in  his  honor,  one  at  the  home  of 
his  boyhood,  and  one  in  the  Wyoming  Valley.  H. 
L.  Whitney,  his  son,  is  now  a practicing  physician 
at  Plymouth.  (7)  Lorenzo  and  (8)  Alonzo,  twins, 
retired  citizens  of  Plymouth  and  Stevensville,  Penn., 
respectively,  the  former  of  whom  also  served  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  Civil  war.  Our  subject’s 
paternal  grandparents,  Jonathan  and  Ollie  Whitney, 
were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  farming  people, 
who  in  1808  removed  to  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
maternal  grandparents,  Eli  and  Hannah  Edwards, 
were  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  early  settlers 
of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  but  they  later  removed 
to  Ohio. 

Having  received  a good  practical  education 
. during  his  early  life,  William  H.  Whitney  com- 
menced teaching  school  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
and  successfully  followed  that  profession  in  Wyo- 
ming county  for  four  winters.  He  acquired  an 
excellent  knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits  upon 
the  home  farm,  and  on  leaving  the  parental  roof 
at  the  time  of  attaining'  his  majority,  he  rented  a 
farm  on  North  Flat,  Wyoming  county,  which  he 
successfully  operated  for  one  year.  In  the  same 
year  chopped,  cleared,  and  sowed  a fallow  of  wheat. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  located  upon  a part  of 
the  old  homestead,  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
remaining  there  until  1856,  when  he  took  up  his 
residence  upon  his  present  farm.  This  place  con- 
sists of  450  acres  of  valuable  land,  a portion  of 
which  is  in  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  the  remainder  just  across  the  border  in  Brad- 
ford county.  Since  taking  possession  of  the  same, 
he  has  placed  it  under  a high  state  of  cultivation 
and  made  many  improvements  thereon,  which  add 
to  its  value  and  attractive  appearance.  Since  boy- 
hood he  has  been  an  earnest  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  since  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party,  he  has  been  one  of  its 
stanch  supporters.  He  has  served  as  school  direc- 
tor for  three  years,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
and  commendable  interest  in  educational  affairs,  or 
any  enterprises  which  he  believed  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  moral,  intellectual  or  material  welfare 
of  his  community. 

On  May  9,  1853,  in  Bradford  county,  Penn., 
Mr.  Whitney  married  Miss  Mahala  Bennett,  a na- 
tive of  that  county  and  a daughter  of  Ferris  and 
Nancy  (Black)  Bennett,  who  were  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and  died  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.  Mrs. 
Whitney  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  forty-two'  years, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  a private  burying  ground 
upon  our  subject’s  farm.  By  that  union  seven  chil- 
dren were  born,  two  of  whom  died  at  birth ; the 
others  were,  namely  : Lillie,  who  died  young;  Wal- 
ter, who  married  Olive  Maines,  and  is  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Rush,  Penn.;  Alva,  wife  of 
Charles  Cobb,  a farmer  of  Stevensville,  Penn. ; 


Jennie  and  McKinzie,  both  deceased.  Mr.  Whitney 
was  again  married,  in  Montrose,  Penn.,  February 
3,  1874,  his  second  union  being  with  Hulda  Lewis, 
who  was  born  in  Fairdale,  Penn.,  February  3,  1842, 
a daughter  of  James  Lewis,  a sketch  of  whom  is 
given  in  connection  with  that  of  G.  L.  Lewis  on  an- 
other page  of  this  volume.  The  children  born  of 
this  marriage  are  Lamar,  a farmer  of  Rush  town- 
ship, who  married  Blanch  Hogeboom ; William,  at 
home ; and  a daughter,  who  died  in  early  infancy. 

GEORGE  N.  WELLMAN.  For  more  than 
a third  of  a century  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has 
been  an  honored  and  substantial  farmer  of  New 
Milford  township.  He  has  been  content  to  live  the 
life  of  peaceful  industry  that  marks  the  career  of  an 
agriculturist,  but  with  an  energy  that  stamps  him 
as  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  force,  he  has,  in 
addition  to  his  pursuits  on  a well-cared-for  farm, 
followed  successfully  the  trade  of  a carpenter. 
Without  pretensions,  without  a struggle  for  the 
unattainable,  he  has  most  admirably  exemplified 
that  type  of  American  character,  which  succeeds 
by  its  own  innate  capacities. 

Mr.  Wellman  is  a native  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship, and  the  descendant  of  one  of  its  pioneers.  He 
was  born  August  27,  1826,  in  the  old  homestead 
which  stood  about  100  rods  distant  from  his  present 
home,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Mercy  (Hubbard)  Well- 
man, and  a grandson  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Chase) 
Wellman,  of  Massachusetts.  Jacob  Wellman,  the 
grandfather,  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  was  born  in  1739,  and  in  1812  moved  with  his 
family  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  His  sons 
were  John,  Jacob,  David,  Berry,  Pliram  and  Calvin. 
Jacob  Wellman,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  in  1789.  He  married  Mercy 
Hubbard,  daughter  of  George  and  Mercy  (Theers) 
Hubbard,  farmers  of  Springfield,  Conn.,  and  in 
1812  migrated  from  that  State  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  settling  in  New  Milford  township, 
near  New  Milford.  He  there  made  improvements, 
then  sold  and  removed  to  a farm  in  the  same  town- 
ship, where  he  remained  through  life.  He  made 
the  first  clearing  on  the  farm  for  a log  cabin,  and 
became  a prominent  citizen  of  the  township.  He 
held  various  local  offices,  including  those  of  super- 
visor for  nine  years,  school  director,  etc.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a Democrat,  and  himself  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Fie  died  in  July, 
1861,  aged  seventy-two  years.  His  wife  survived 
until  1875,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years.  Both  are  buried  in  New  Milford  cemetery. 
To  Jacob  and  Mercy  were  born  eight  children,  as 
follows  : Elias  H.,  a retired  farmer  of  New  Milford 
township ; Mary,  of  Quincy,  111.,  widow  of  John 
Nichols,  and  Daniel  Hubbard,  respectively ; 
Ruhema,  who  was  married  to  John  Richardson, 
and  after  his  death  to  John  C.  Clark,  and  who  is 
now  deceased;  Caroline,  widow  of  Jonathan  Ben- 
nett, of  New  Milford  township  ; George  N.,  a retired 
farmer  of  New  Milford  township,  subject  of  this 
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sketch;  Permelia,  who  died  young;  Juliette,  who 
died  young;  and  Frank  T.,  a farmer  of  New  Milford 
township. 

George  N.  Wellman  remained  on  the  farm  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
He  then  removed  to  Great  Bend  and  for  a year 
worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  That  trade  he 
has  since  followed  continuously  in  connection  with 
farming,  until  failing  eyesight  quite  recently  induced 
him  to  relinquish  the  work.  He  removed  to  his 
present  farm  from  Great  Bend  township  in  1865. 
He  has  brought  his  fertile  acres  to  a high  state  of 
cultivation  and  is  ranked  as  one  of  the  best  farmers 
of  the  township. 

On  October  30,  1849,  Mr.  Wellman  was  mar- 
ried at  Great  Bend,  to  Miss  Sarah  N.  Holmes, 
who  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  January  6,  1833, 
daughter  of  John  and  Maria  Holmes,  natives  of 
Great  Bend,  Penn.,  and  Connecticut,  respectively. 
John  Holmes  was  the  son  of  John  and  Mercy  (Man- 
ning) Holmes,  who  migrated  from  Massachusetts 
to  Susquehanna,  at  an  early  day.  John  Holmes, 
the  son,  removed  with  his  family  about  1830  from 
Great  Bend  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  conducted 
a newspaper  route  until  his  death,  about  1840,  in 
that  city.  His  wife  also- died  in  Brooklyn.  To  John 
and  Maria  Holmes  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Sarah,  wife  of  our  subject;  John,  who  died  in  the 
army;  Frances,  who-  died  unmarried  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ; and  Louisa,  who  also  died  unmarried  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  In  politics  Mr.  Wellman  is  a 
stanch  Democrat.  He  has  filled  various  iocal 
offices,  was  school  director  three  years,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  election  board  four  years.  Pie  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Grange  at  New  Milford,  and 
for  two  years  served  as  its  secretary.  He  is  a farmer 
of  more  than  ordinary  success.  Lie  possesses  a ripe 
judgment  and  good  business  ability,  which,  com- 
bined with  his  energy  and  integrity,  have  assured 
his  high  standing  in  the  intelligent  community  in 
which  he  lives. 

E.  M.  ATWATER  is  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous and  substantial  farmers  of  Ararat  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  Throughout  life  he  has  been 
a resident  of  this  section  of  the  State,  and  has  wit- 
nessed almost  its  entire  development.  He  has  seen 
its  wild  lands  transformed  into  beautiful  homes  and 
farms,  its  hamlets  grow  into  villages  and  flourish- 
ing towns,  and  all  of  the  interests  and  evidences  of 
an  advanced  civilization  introduced.  In  business 
life  he  has  always  kept  pace  with  this  progress, 
and  over  his  life  record  there  falls  no  shadow  of 
wrong  nor  suspicion  of  evil. 

Mr.  Atwater  was  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1823,  a son  of  Eldad 
and  Elizabeth  (Barney)  Atwater.  The  father  was 
born  near  the  city  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1793, 
and  was  a son  of  Eldad  and  Lydia  (Heriden)  At- 
water, natives  of  that  place,  where  they  spent  their 
entire  lives.  Their  children  were  Sally ; Nancy  and 
Eunice,  who  both  died  young;  Heaton;  and  Eldad. 


In  his  native  State  the  last  named  grew  to  manhood, 
and  during  his  youth  engaged  in  clerking  in  New 
Haven.  He  was  a soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
at  the  close  of  that  conflict  married  and  came  to 
Wayne  county,  locating  in  what  is  now  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant township,  where  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness 
he  opened  up  a farm.  He  was  interested  in  various 
business  enterprises,  and  by  his  connection  with 
them  he  materially  advanced  the  welfare  of  his 
adopted  county.  In  1820  he  erected  a grist  mill, 
the  first  in  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  and  later 
built  two  sawmills  and  a woolen  mill.  He  also  had 
a factory  for  making  pearlash,  or  carbonate  of 
potash,  which  he  shipped  to  New  York,  and  in  1835 
embarked  in  merchandising  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  where 
he  carried  on  business  for  many  years.  He  died 
there  in  1888,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five 
years,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died  Au- 
gust xo,  1825,  and  he  was  again  married  in  Con- 
necticut, his  second  union  being  with  Amanda  Gris- 
wold, who  died  in  Wayne  county,  in  1879.  He  had 
four  children,  all  by  the  first  marriage,  namely : 
Charles  Augustus,  who  died  in  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1863;  E.  M.,  our  subject; 
Mrs.  Anna  Alexander,  a resident  of  Winfield,  Kan. ; 
and  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  Wayne  county,  in  1878. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity,  E.  M.  Atwater 
was  reared  and  educated,  and  in  early  life  engaged 
in  clerking  in  his  father’s  store.  Subsequently  he 
carried  on  merchandising  on  his  own  account  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  and  was  interested  in  various  busi- 
ness enterprises  with  his  father,  including  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  goods,  but  for  the  past 
eight  years  has  followed  farming  almost  exclu- 
sively. He  owns  a well  improved  and  valuable 
farm  of  about  400  acres,  situated  partly  in  Ararat 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  partly  in 
W ayne  county. 

In  1848,  Mr.  Atwater  was  married  in  Wayne 
county,  to  Miss  Catharine  Stone  Wright,  a native 
of  that  county,  and  daughter  of  Dr.  Uriel  and 
Jerusha  (Spencer)  Wright.  Her  father  was  a life- 
long resident  of  that  county  and  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  physicians  of  this  section  of  the 
State  in  his  time.  Mrs.  Atwater  died  September 
15,  1880,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  were  born  seven  children:  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years; 
Catharine,  now  Mrs.  Harmes,  of  Brandt,  Penn. ; 
Edward,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; Anna 
May,  wife  of  George  W.  Phillips,  of  Scranton, 
Penn.,  who-  is  principal  of  the  high  school  at  that 
place;  Marian  E.,  wife  of  Will  Keisler,  of  Brandt; 
Lawrence,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ; 
and  Ella,  who-  died  in  Wayne  county,  at  the  age  of 
ten  years. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Atwater  was  a Whig  and  cast 
his  first  .presidential  ballot  for  Henry  Clay,  but  has 
been  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
since  its  organization.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  built  the 
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Mt.  Pleasant  Seminary,  where  his  children  were  all 
educated.  On  leaving  that  place  he  sold  it  to  a 
stock  company  for  less  than  it  cost  him.  In  re- 
ligious faitn  he  is  a Presbyterian.  The  part  which 
he  has  taken  in  the  development  of  this  section  has 
impressed  his  name  indelibly  upon  its  records,  and 
he  well  deserves  mention  among  its  most  valued 
and  useful  citizens. 

PROF.  PORTER  E.  S.  HINE  is  well  known 
as  a successful  educator,  through  thirty-two  years  of 
faithful  and  efficient  service.  Although  he  has  re- 
cently retired  from  his  profession,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  in  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  his  work  will  not  be  readily 
forgotten  by  the  many  who  have  been  helped  by 
him  in  the  steep,  and  sometimes  weary,  path  of 
knowledge. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  he  was  born 
in  Gibson  township,  July  29,  1838,  and  belongs  to 
an  old  colonial  family,  which  was  founded  in  Amer- 
ica by  Thomas  Fline,  a native  of  Sussex  county, 
England,  who  settled  in  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1638. 
There  our  subject’s  great-great-grandfather,  George 
Fline,  and  the  great-grandfather,  Stephen  Fline, 
spent  their  entire  lives  as  farmers.  The  grand- 
father, Stephen  Fline,  Jr.,  was  an  expert  ship  car- 
penter of  Milford,  Conn.,  but  died  in  Louisiana 
of  yellow  fever,  in  1826,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five 
years,  while  engaged  in  boat  building  there.  He 
married  Esther  Larrabee,  of  West  Haven,  Conn., 
who  died  in  New  Haven,  that  State,  in  July,  1867, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

David  L.  Hine,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  January  12,  1815,  and  in 
1822  was  brought  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
by  his  uncle,  John  Gillet.  He  spent  eighteen  years 
in  Kentuck,  Gibson  township,  and  then  removed 
to  Harford  township,  where  he  improved  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  Hon.  George  R.  Resseguie.  He 
was  an  excellent  farmer  and  mechanic,  and  a promi- 
nent man  in  the  community.  The  last  sixteen  years 
of  his  life  were  spent  in  retirement  from  active  labor 
in  Harford,  where  he  died  December  2,  1897.  He 
always  took  an  active  interest  in  all  worthy  enter- 
prises, was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Harford 
Agricultural  Society,  and  most  capably  filled  sev- 
eral local  offices,  including  those  of  supervisor  and 
school  director,  serving  in  the  latter  position  twen- 
ty-two years.  Although  he  was  a member  of  no 
church,  he  was  a good  Christian,  and  attended  and 
supported  the  Universalist  Church.  He  was  a 
prominent  and  active  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
Society  at  Harford,  and  their  success  and  their 
beautiful  building  may  be  in  a great  degree  at- 
tributed to  his  efforts  and  devotion.  He  married 
Miss  Polly  Iv.  Adams,  who  was  born  in  Harford 
township,  October  4,  1817,  and  died  in  the  village 
of  Harford,  May  24,  1892,  her  remains  being  in- 
terred there.  Her  parents  were  Joshua  K.  and 
Peddy  Wilmarth  (Tiffany)  Adams.  The  mother 
was  the  first  female  white  child  born  in  Harford 


township.  Mr.  Adams  was  born  in  Canterbury, 
Conn.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
in  1812,  locating  in  Harford  township,  where  lie 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  house 
carpentering.  Porter  E.  S.  Hine  is  the  oldest  in  a 
family  of  seven  children  ; Frank  B.  is  a farmer,  re- 
siding in  the  village  of  Harford ; Charles  W.  died 
in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  in  1897;  Sarah  Ettie  mar- 
ried E.  W.  Farrar,  a miller  of  Nicholson,  Penn., 
and  died  April  15,  1887;  May  Lorenzo,  deceased, 
married  F.  R.  Topping,  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  and 
at  her  death  left  one  son — Rex  Hine  Topping; 
James  B.  died  in  infancy;  and  Lillie  J.  is  the  wife 
of  William  E.  Reynolds,  a wagon  manufacturer  of 
Deposit,  New  York. 

Prof.  Hine  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in 
Harford  township,  and  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen,  he  entered  Harford  University,  where 
he  pursued  his  studies  under  the  direction  of  Rev. 
Lyman  Richardson  for  three  years.  In  1855  he 
commenced  teaching  school  in  the  Tingley  dis- 
trict, Harford  township,  receiving  a salary  of  $10 
per  month  and  boarding  round  among  the  scholars. 
In  1859,  he  was  a student  in  the  Wyoming  Semi- 
nary, and  subsequently  was  principal  of  the  graded 
school  at  Flarford  for  four  years.  Going  to  Illinois 
he  taught  school  in  McLean  county  for  a time,  and 
also  attended  the  Normal  University,  at  Blooming- 
ton, that  State,  for  one  year.  Later  he  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Sussex  and  Warren  counties,  N.  J., 
for  eight  years,  being  principal  of  the  graded  schools 
of  Hope  half  the  time,  and  for  seven  years  he  was 
principal  of  the  schools  of  Nicholson,  Penn.,  his 
last  term  being  at  that  place  in  the  spring  of  1887. 
The  following  two  years  he  engaged  in  farming  m 
Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  then 
spent  six  years  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  educating  his  wife’s  sons.  Returning  to 
Brooklyn  township,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he 
located  on  the  old  Breed  farm,  and  has  since  de- 
voted his  time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, with  occasional  contributions  to  the  county 
papers. 

On  June  23,  1887,  in  Brooklyn,  Prof.  Hine 
married  Mrs.  Emma  M.  (Beers)  Breed,  daughter 
of  John  and  Sally  (Howe)  Beers,  of  Orwell,  Brad- 
ford Co.,  Penn.  He  is  a member  ot  Trinity  Episco- 
pal Church  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  is  a Master 
Mason,  and  Past  Grand  of  Live  Oak  Lodge,  No. 
645,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Harford.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican  with  prohibition  tendencies.  As  a citi- 
zen he  stands  high  in  public  esteem  and  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  the  county. 

J.  PIERCE  DUNN,  a successful  farmer  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Ararat  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  at  Dunn  Lake,  that 
township,  in  1864,  and  belongs  to  an  honored  old 
family  of  that  locality,  being  a son  of  Peter  and 
Sarah  (Tobev)  Dunn.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of 
Scotch  descent  and  has  inherited  many  of  the  ad- 
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mirable  characteristics  of  that  brave  and  hardy 
race. 

His  grandfather,  James  Dunn  (or  Dun  as  the 
name  was  then  spelled),  was  born  in  Edinburg, 
Scotland,  September  15,  1770,  and  was  a college 
bred  man,  being  a graduate  of  one  of  the  univer- 
sities of  his  native  land.  In  early  manhood  he  came 
to  America,  and  in  New  York  married  Miss  Marie 
Van  Slyke,  August  12,  1795.  She  was  born  in 
1775,  at  Coxsackie,  now  Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  the  following 
children:  Robert,  born  in  October,  1799;  Baltus, 
February  13,  1801;  John,  August  20,  1802;  Han- 
nah, July,  1804;  James,  December  1,  1805  ; Andrew, 
August  24,  1809;  Joseph,  April  4,  1814;  Peter 
(father  of  our  subject)  and  Jane,  twins,  born  in 
1815;  William  Henry,  in  1817;  and  Polly  Maria, 
in  1820.  The  father  of  these  children,  a joiner  and 
cabinet  maker  by  trade,  removed  from  New  York 
City  to  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  improved 
a farm.  In  1820  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  and  purchased  land  at  what  is  now  Dunn 
Lake,  Ararat  township,  where  his  family  located 
the  following-  year.  This  region  at  that  time  was 
almost  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  in  its  develop- 
ment and  upbuilding  the  family  have  borne  an  im- 
portant part.  The  grandfather  died  at  Dunn  Lake 
in  1857  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-seven  years, 
and  his  wife  departed  this  life  in  1865. 

Peter  Dunn,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Delta,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1815,  and  was  about 
five  years  of  age  when  the  family  took  up  their 
residence  in  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
He  remained  on  the  old  homestead  at  Dunn  Lake 
throughout  life  and  followed  the  vocation  of  farm- 
ing. In  1858  he  was  married  in  New  York  State 
to  Miss  Sarah  Tobey,  a native  of  Morris,  Otsego 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of  Zacheus  and  Mary 
(Gifford)  Tobey,  lifelong  residents  of  the  Empire 
State.  In  1877  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunn  left  the  old 
farm  and  moved  to  the  other  end  of  the  lake,  where 
our  subject  now  resides.  This  pla^e  the  father  im- 
proved and  converted  into  a fine  farm.  There  his 
wife  died  in  February,  1895,  and  his  death  occurred 
at  the  same  place  August  8,  1898.  He  was  widely 
known  and  highly  respected,  and  occupied  a promi- 
nent position  among  his  fellow-citizens.  He  served 
as  supervisor  of  his  township  and  was  a member  of 
the  school  board,  always  taking  an  active  interest 
in  educational  affairs.  He  had  the  honor  of  nam- 
ing Ararat  township  and  also  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain, 
the  highest  point  in  the  township.  In  his  family 
were  three  children:  Elma  Maria,  now  Mrs.  Bor- 
der, of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; J.  Pierce,  our  subject; 
and  Mercy  Rebecca,  who  resides  with  our  subject 
on  the  home  farm. 

J.  Pierce  Dunn  has  spent  his  entire  life  at  Dunn 
Lake,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  Ararat  township 
he  received  his  literary  education.  As  soon  as  old 
enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  he  began  to  aid  in 
the  farm  work  and  has  always  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  now  owns  the  old  homestead 


of  400  acres,  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  suc- 
cessfully follows  dairy  farming  and  sheep  raising. 
Many  years  ago,  on  his  grandfather’s  farm  at  the 
south  end  of  Dunn  Lake  was  captured  the  vaga- 
bond murderer  of  Col.  Brooks,  Evan  Matthews,, 
who  came  from  Wayne  county,  fleeing  from  his 
pursuers.  He  was  given  his  supper  at  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  was  carefully  watched  and 
later  arrested.  His  captors  were  on  horseback,  and 
binding  the  prisoner  securely  on  another  horse,  they 
set  forth,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  Dunn  broth- 
ers as  far  as  Belmont,  and  as  they  left  the  prisoner 
extended  them  an  invitation  to  his  hanging. 

FRANCIS  EMERY  PUTNAM.  Only  those 
lives  are  worthy  of  record  that  have  been  potential 
factors  in  the  public  progress  by  promoting  the  gen- 
eral welfare  or  advancing  the  educational  or  moral 
interests  of  the  community.  Mr.  Putnam  has  ever 
been  faithful  to  his  duties  of  citizenship,  and  by  the 
successful  conduct  of  his  business  interests  not  only 
promoted  his  individual  success,  but  also  advanced 
the  general  prosperity.  His  influence  is  always  on 
the  side  of  right,  and  he  is  justly  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  useful  and  honored  citizens  of  Scott 
township,  Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Putnam  was  born  January  9,  1838,  at 
Colesville,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a representa- 
tive of  the  same  branch  of  the  family  to  which  Gen. 
Israel  Putnam,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  belonged. 
His  grandfather,  Seth  Putnam,  who  died  in  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  was  an 
old  line  Whig  in  politics,  and  was  a devout  Chris- 
tian— a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  His  word  given  in  business  transactions 
was  never  questioned,  but  was  considered  as  good 
as  any  bond.  Joshua  L.  Putnam  (father  of  our 
subject)  was  a native  of  Vermont,  and  after  reach- 
ing man’s  estate  began  his  career  as  a teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  taking  up  the 
profession  with  the  object  of  fitting  himself  for  the 
ministry,  for  which  calling  he  was  most  eminently 
adapted.  Lie  married  Miss  Lorinda,  daughter  of 
David  Wedge,  and  she,  like  her  husband,  was  a 
school  teacher.  Her  life,  as  wife  and  mother,  was 
most  exemplary,  always  gentle  and  patient,  lending 
a helping  hand  to  her  neighbors,  regardless  of  re- 
ligious differences  or  conditions.  It  is  said  of  her 
that  her  amiable  manner  and  cheerful  conversa- 
tion cheered  the  most  despondent,  while  her  Chris- 
tian teaching  and  influence  was  widespread.  From 
his  youth  Joshua  L.  Putnam  was. a zealous  exhorter 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  it  is  much 
regretted  that  he  never  entered  the  ministry.  In 
the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  three  chil- 
dren: Francis  Emery;  Mary  Eliza,  wife  of  George 
Buck,  a prominent  merchant  of  Binghamton,  N. 
Y. ; and  Charles  Wesley  (deceased). 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Francis  E.  Putnam 
were  passed  in  his  native  county,  and  in  1859  he 
moved  to  Scott  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  under  the  direction; 
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of  his  mother,  and  from  her  he  also  received  those 
precepts  of  rectitude,  the  observance  of  which  has 
won  for  him  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  who  know 
him.  During-  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Construction  Corps,  and  after  his 
return  from  the  army  he  located  permanently  in 
Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. He  first  purchased  the  mill  owned  by  Brandt 
& Schlager,  which  was  for  years  known  as  the  Put- 
nam mill,  and  for  several  years  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business,  manufacturing-  it  and  running  it 
down  the  Delaware  river  to  Philadelphia,  becoming- 
well  known  all  along  the  river,  and  also  in  the  city. 
In  1885,  he  erected  a steam  sawmill  a short  distance 
from  his  residence,  but  over  the  line  in  Susquehanna 
county.  Some  time  after  this  he  purchased  the 
property  known  as  the  kindling  wood  factory  and 
store  at  Stevens  Point,  Penn.,  and  removed  to  that 
place,  where  for  eight  years  he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  and  also  served  as  postmaster  for 
five  years.  In  1894  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Susquehanna  county,  but  in  the  winter  of 
that  year  his  property  at  Stevens  Point  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Scott 
township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  still  resides. 
During  his  business  life  he  has  engaged  in  clearing 
and  improving  land,  and  still  operates  two  farms  in 
Susquehanna  county,  besides  the  one  in  Scott  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  is  yet  operating  his  saw- 
mill. 

On  December  41,  i860,  Mr.  Putnam  married 
Miss  Theodosia  Victoria  Graves,  of  Conklin, 
Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
the  following  children : Edna,  now  the  wife  of  A. 

M.  Slocum,  of  Heppner,  Oregon ; H.  E.,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  an  extensive  dealer  in  building  and 
flag  stone ; Theodore,  who  married  Anna  Maude 
Hunt ; Nellie,  wife  of  E.  J.  Slocum,  a druggist  of 
Heppner,  Ore. ; Macey,  wife  of  Grant  Cook,  for- 
merly of  Susquehanna  county;  and  Louis,  Norman, 
Maude,  George,  Benjamin,  Walter  and  Douglass, 
all  at  home. 

Mr.  Putnam  is  a man  of  fine  personal  appear- 
ance, of  courteous  manner  and  kindly  disposition, 
and  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  con- 
tributed liberally  toward  the  construction  of  two 
houses  of  worship  in  Stevens  Point,  also  at  Dan- 
ville and  Hales  Eddy,  N.  Y.,  and  does  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  the  religious  and  moral  welfare  of 
the  community.  In  politics  he  was  a steadfast  Re- 
publican till  the  war  was  over  and  peace  once  more 
restored.  Then  finding  that  he  could  not  fully 
agree  with  the  Republican  party  in  regard  to  the 
liquor  traffic,  he  felt  it  due  to  himSelf  and  to  his 
convictions  to  cast  his  ballot  in  support  of  the  Pro- 
hibition party.  He  has  ever  been  known  as  a tem- 
perance worker.  When  engaged  in  lumbering,  up 
and  down  the  river,  he  took  a firm  stand  against 
the  universal  practice  of  treating  workmen  and 
others  who  might  offer  some  trifling  assistance. 
Mr.  Putnam  made  it  his  invariable  rule  to  pay  good 


wages,  and  by  precept  and  example  endeavored 
to  lead  them  to  spend  their  earnings  for  better 
things.  During  the  last  six  or  seven  years  he  was 
on  the  river,  no-  sober  man  asked  him  to  buy  a 
drink,  so  well  had  his  opinions  and  practice  be- 
come known.  He  is  naturally  a charitable  man,  but 
believes  rather  in  that  charity  that  assists  mentally 
and  morally,  than  that  which  pauperizes,  and  has, 
in  consequence,  often  given  work  to  men,  when  it 
meant  loss  to  himself. 

RUDOLPHUS  SCHOONOVER  DAVIS 
was  for  many  years  a prominent  citizen  and  well- 
to-do  agriculturist  of  Auburn  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  the  neighboring  region,  passing 
the  greater  part  of  his  active  life  there.  He  was 
born  January  1,  1819,  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  son  of  Isaac  Davis  and  grand- 
son of  John  Davis,  who  was  born  in  Wales  some 
150  years  ago,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  an 
early  day.  He  married  Sallie  Bebee. 

Isaac  Davis  was  born  in  June,  1777,  in  New 
London  county,  Conn.,  and  was  married  in  1812  to 
Mary  Schoonover,  who  was  born  April  16,  1792, 
daughter  of  Rudolphus  Schoonover,  a native  of 
Holland.  Of  their  family,  all  now  deceased,  Doro- 
thy was  twice  married,  first  to  a Mr.  Smith,  of  Mon- 
roe county,  and  second  to  James  Pratt,  of  Bradford 
county;  Sarah  married  Joseph  Ellis,  and  they 
migrated  West;  John  resided  in  Meshoppen,  Wy- 
oming county ; Rudolphus  Schoonover  is  the  sub- 
ject proper  of  these  lines;  Hannah  became  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Van  Gorden,  of  Auburn  township ; 
Charles  R.,  and  Daniel  are  the  next  mentioned ; 
Clark  E.,  was  a resident  of  Auburn  township.  The 
father  of  these  died  in  1839,  while  visiting  in  Phila- 
delphia, the  mother  surviving  until  November  11, 
1879.  Isaac  Davis  made  his  home  in  Middle  Smith- 
field,  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  near  Bushkill,  for 
some  years,  and  worked  at  blacksmithing,  at  which 
trade  he  was  an  expert,  and  in  1831  the  family 
located  in  Wyoming  county,  where  they  lived  for 
about-  five  years.  In  1836  they  settled  in  Auburn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  here  the  sons 
took  up  sixty-six  acres  of  wild  land,  which  re- 
mained in  the  possession  of  our  subject,  who  put 
the  greater  part  of  it  under  cultivation,  for  only 
a half  acre  was  cleared  at  the  time  of  his  arrival 
here ; he  afterward  bought  fifty-five  acres  more. 

Rudolphus  S.  Davis  was  trained  to  farm  life  as 
the  pioneers  in  this  region  found  it  during  his  early 
days — a life  of  constant  toil  with  at  first  only 
meager  rewards,  and  he  made  it  the  principal  busi- 
ness of  his  life.  He  cleared  and  paid  for  the  place 
mentioned.  He  was  a man  of  intelligence  and  ster- 
ling integrity,  one  in  whom  his  neighbors  and 
friends  could  place  full  confidence,  and  he  attended 
to  considerable  law  work  in  the  locality,  also  hold- 
ing various  township  offices  with  ability  and  credit. 
He  was  school  director,  supervisor  and  auditor,  and 
as  a stanch  Republican  represented  that  party  at 
various  public  gatherings,  being  honored  by  his 
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fellow  citizens  in  many  ways,  and  receiving  many 
flattering  tributes  of  the  esteem  and  respect  which 
they  felt  for  him.  A man  of  decided  opinions,  he 
had  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  and  possessed 
most  broad  and  liberal  views.  He  had  a firm  faith 
in  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man,  and  the  duty 
of  the  strong  towards  the  weak.  He  was  a strong 
abolitionist  in  the  days  of  slavery,  and  also  de- 
nounced capital  punishment  as  a relic  of  barbarism 
and  a reproach  to  civilization.  He  was  always 
ready  to  assist  the  needy  or  unfortunate,  and  will 
long  be  remembered  for  his  many  acts  of  kindness. 
He  passed  away  December  6,  1875.  In  June,  1848, 
Mr.  Davis  wedded,  in  Meshoppen  township,  Wyo- 
ming county,  Miss  Rebecca  Bunnell,  and  we  have 
the  following  record  of  their  children:  Annie  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; Orra,  unmarried,  lives 
at  the  old  home ; Theodore  Cuyler  is  a resident  of 
Auburn  township ; Bertha,  unmarried,  lives  at 
home ; one  died  in  infancy ; Henry  Winter  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  (Bunnell)  Davis  was  born  May 
23, 1822, in  Meshoppen  township, Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  and  is  a great-granddaughter  of  Solomon 
and  Mary  (Holdren)  Bunnell,  natives  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, whose  ancestors  came  from  England  in  1632. 
Solomon  Bunnell  and  his  son  Benjamin  both  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mrs.  Davis’  grandpar- 
ents, Benjamin  and  Catherine  (Berry)  Bunnell,  were 
natives  of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and  her  father, 
Isaac  Bunnell,  was  born  February  18,  1795,  in  the 
same  county.  He  married  Miss  Annie  Overfield,  who 
was  born  March  13,  1796,  in  Meshoppen  township, 
Wyoming  county,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Hannah 
(DePew)  Overfield,  and  granddaughter  of  Nicholas 
DePew.  Several  members  of  the  DePew  family 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  one  was  killed 
in  the  “Wyoming  massacre,”  others  escaping.  Isaac 
Bunnell  passed  away  June  26,  1832,  his  wife  fol- 
lowing him  to  the  grave  on  October  10,  1842.  This 
worthy  couple  had  children  as  follows : Hannah, 

deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Howard,  of 
Broome  county,  N.  Y. ; John  W.,  deceased,' lived 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Wyoming  county ; Mar- 
garet was  drowned  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; Re- 
becca was  next  in  the  order  of  birth ; Charles,  born 
in  1824,  died  in  1854;  Edmund  lives  at  Skinners 
Eddy,  Wyoming  county;  Isaac,  deceased,  married 
Marilla  Place,  and  they  reside  in  Wyoming  county; 
Annie  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Sydney  Campbell,  of  West 
Pittston,  Pennsylvania. 

ROBERT  ROGERS,  who  is  now  living  a re- 
tired life  in  Susquehanna,  was  born  in  the  southern 
part  of  Scotland,  May  31,  1823,  and  in  1831  was 
brought  to  America  by  his  parents.  Alexander  and 
Isabella  (McMillen)  Rogers,  who  first  located 
twenty  miles  from  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  farming  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  they  removed  to  Delaware  county,  that 
State,  where  he  died  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  Two  years  later  the  mother  with  two 


of  her  daughters,  came  to  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  and 
she  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Isabel,  in 
1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Both  parents 
were  devout  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  were  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew  them. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children : Ellen, 
deceased  wife  of  John  B.  Kittle;  Robert,  our  sub- 
ject; Mary,  widow  of  Daniel  W.  Squires,  of  Wind- 
sor, N.  Y. ; Alexander,  who  died  in  Susquehanna ; 
Margaret,  widow  of  Anthony  C.  Parliman,  and  a 
resident  of  Susquehanna ; John,  a farmer  of  South 
Windsor,  N.  Y. ; and  Isabel,  wife  of  E.  I.  Carr,  a 
farmer  of  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna  county. 

Robert  Rogers  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm 
and  aided  in  its  operation  until  nineteen  years  of 
age,  after  which  he  worked  in  a tannery  in  Middle- 
town,  N.  Y.,  for  three  years,  and  another  at  Star- 
rucca,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  for  the  same  length  of 
time.  After  his  marriage,  he  engaged  in  farming 
in  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  for  seven  years, 
and  on  selling  his  property  there,  he  went  to  Har- 
lem, 111.,  six  miles  from  Chicago,  but  after  eight 
months  spent  at  that  place,  he  removed  to  Wash- 
ington county,  Iowa,  where  he  lived  for  two  years. 
Returning  to  Harlem,  Ilk,  he  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business  there  for  three  years,  and  then  sold 
out  and  again  came  to  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  where 
for  five  years  he  was  employed  by  the  Erie  Rail- 
road Co.,  as  car  reporter.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  again  went  West,  but  after  spending  three  years 
in  farming  in  Missouri,  he  returned  to  Susque- 
hanna, where  he  was  engaged  in  the  commission 
business  for  seven  years,  and  then,  in  partnership 
with  Charles  Lyons,  built  a grist  mill,  which  they 
operated  for  two  years,  when  it  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  During  the  following  two  years  he  again 
engaged  in  the  commission  business,  and  after  liv- 
ing retired  for  four  years,  he  conducted  a hardware 
store  for  three  years,  since  which  time  he  has  lived 
retired,  enjoying  a well  earned  rest  in  the  midst  of 
all  the  comforts  which  make  life  worth  the  living. 
Since  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he 
has  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters,  and  he  gives 
his  support  to  every  enterprise  which  he  believes 
calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  is  a 
Master  Mason  and  a consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Near  Starrucca,  Wayne  county,  in  April,  1849, 
Mr.  Rogers  was  married  to  Melvina  Sampson,  a 
native  of  that  county  and  a daughter  of  Henry 
H.  Sampson,  of  Susquehanna  county.  She  died  in 
Susquehanna,  December  17,  1879,  ar*d  Mr.  Rogers 
was  again  married,  March  24,  1881,  in  Susque- 
hanna, his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Mary 
(Straight)  Gilbert.  She  was  born  in  Otsego  county, 
N.  Y.,  April  5,  1842,  and  first  married  Franklin 
Gilbert,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  Lloyd  S.,  a 
dentist  of  Denver,  Co’o.  Mr.  Gilbert,  a butcher 
by  trade,  was  born  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  in  Susquehanna,  Penn. 

Samuel  and  Harriet  (Eldred)  Straight,  the  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Rogers,  were  farming  people  and  life- 
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long  residents  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
former  died  in  October,  1878,  aged  seventy-three 
years,  the  latter  in  December,  1893,  aged  eighty- 
five.  The  children  of  this  worthy  couple  were  as 
follows : Eliza,  wife  of  F.  Harrington,  a farmer 

of  Clinton  county,  Iowa ; Mehitable,  deceased  wife 
of  Abel  Harrington ; Harvey,  a farmer  of  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  who  was  killed  in  the  first  battle 
of  Bull  Run  during  the  Civil  war ; Susan  and  Edgar, 
who  both  died  in  infancy;  Clarissa,  the  second  wife 
of  Abel  Harrington;  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Hannah,  a resident  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y. ; 
Phoebe,  deceased  wife  of  Albert  Beers,  a tanner  of 
Newark,  N.  J. ; and  Josephine,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years.  Mrs.  Rogers’  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Rev.  Calvin  and  Phoebe  (Sleeper) 
Straight,  the  former  a native  of  New  York  State, 
the  latter  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Both  died  in 
Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  The  grandfather  was  a 
Quaker  clergyman.  His  father,  with  two  of  his 
brothers,  emigrated  to  America  from  Spain  at  an 
early  day  and  located  in  Otsego  county,  while  one 
of  the  brothers  settled  in  Pennsylvania  and  the 
other  returned  to  Spain.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents of  Mrs.  Rogers,  Nathan  and  Hannah  (Cole) 
Eldred,  were  both  born  in  Vermont  and  died  in 
Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  By  occupation  Nathan  El- 
dred was  a farmer. 

FREDERICK  A.  ABBEY,  a leading  farmer 
of  Hamlinton,  and  the  present  assessor  of  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  August  2,  1849, 
in  that  township,  where  the  family  was  founded  in 
1833  by  his  grandparents,  Anson  and  Clarissa  (Tay- 
lor) Abbey,  natives  of  Portland,  Conn.  Here  the 
grandfather  purchased  a tract  of  eighty  acres  and 
upon  that  place  both  he  and  his  wife  died,  the 
former  in  December,  1865,  aged  sixty-five  years, 
the  latter  in  December,  1894,  at  the  extreme  old 
age  of  ninety-three.  He  was  drum  major  of  a pri- 
vate company  in  Connecticut.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Henry  A.,  the  father  of  our  subject; 

Harriet  A.,  who  married  Edwin  Bell,  and  both  are 
now  deceased ; Haney  S.,  who  married  James  R. 
Dayton,  and  both  are  now  deceased  ; Julia,  deceased 
wife  of  Andrew  Spangenberg,  a retired  shoemaker 
and  farmer  of  Hollisterville,  Wayne  county ; David, 
deceased,  who  married  Lucina  Andrews,  a resident 
of  Salem  township ; Russell  P.,  a merchant  at 
Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  who  married  first  Jennie 
Shepard,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  later  Elizabeth 
Burns ; Ralph  G.,  whose  sketch  appears  on  an- 
other page  of  this  volume;  Victoria,  deceased; 
Anna  M.,  who  first  married  William  James,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Allen,  of  La  Crosse,  Wis. ; 
and  Lucy  E.,  who  first  married  George  W.  Walker, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Jerome  T.  Stocker,  a farmer 
and  merchant  of  Salem  township. 

Henry  A.  Abbey,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Portland,  Conn.,  and  came  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  in  1833,  where  he  gave  his  attention 
to  farming.  Here,  on  November  3,  1846,  he  mar- 
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ried  Sarah  A.  Morgan,  a daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Rubie  W.  (Rathbone)  Morgan.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Salem,  Conn.,  where  he  was  married,  and 
at  an  early  day  became  a resident  of  Salem  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  Penn.  In  1838  he  erected 
the  present  stone  residence  of  our  subject.  It 
contains  thirteen  rooms,  and  is  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable homes  in  the  locality.  After  his  marriage 
Henry  A.  Abbey  returned  to  Connecticut  and 
worked  for  some  time  in  a cutlery  shop,  but  in 
the  spring  of  1849,  he  returned  to  Wayne  county, 
and  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Abbey  were  born  two  sons : Frederick 

A.,  of  this  review ; and  Clark  H.,  who  married  Ade- 
laide Potter  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Salem 
township.  Their  father  died  May  3,  1853,  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  the  mother  on  Oc- 
tober 18,  1879,  aged  fifty-five,  and  both  were  buried 
in  Salem  cemetery.  In  addition  to  the  management 
of  her  farm,  Mrs.  Abbey  conducted  a millinery 
store  for  many  years  previous  to  her  death,  and 
was  a woman  of  more  than  ordinary  business 
ability. 

Frederick  A.  Abbey  obtained  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Wayne  county  and  Port- 
land, Conn.  He  remained  with  his  mother  until 
lie  had  attained  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when 
he  went  to  Portland,  Conn.,  where  for  four  years 
he  worked  on  the  farm  of  Nelson  Shepard.  He 
then  spent  one  year  at  home,  but  at  the  end  of  that 
time  returned  to  Portland,  where  he  found  employ- 
ment in  the  Middlesex  stone  quarry  during  the 
summer,  after  which  he  operated  his  mother’s  farm 
until  the  fall  of  1870.  For  six  months  he  worked  on 
the  farm  of  his  uncle,  Ralph  G.  Abbey,  and  then 
went  to  western  Pennsylvania,  and  later  to  Detroit, 
Mich.,  where  he  was  connected  with  the  Michigan 
Stove  Manufacturing  Company  for  a few  months. 
Returning  to  Wayne  county,  he  located  upon  his 
present  farm  of  sixty-two  acres,  and  to  its  im- 
provement and  cultivation  has  since  devoted  his 
energies  with  most  gratifying  results. 

On  January  21,  1880,  in  Ariel,  Lake  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  Mr.  Abbey  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Edwards,  a daughter 
of  George  W.  and  Eudora  Edwards.  She  died 
December  21,  1892,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years, 
leaving'  no  children.  At  Daleville,  Penn.,  Mr.  Ab- 
bey was  again  married,  December  25,  1893,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Miss  Lillian  A.  Wardell,  by 
whom  he  has  one  son,  Clyde  Wardell,  born  Novem- 
ber 27,  1894.  Mrs.  Abbey  was  born  in  Daleville, 
March  30,  1865,  a daughter  of  Major  M.  and  Susan 
W.  (Buckingham)  Wardell,  natives  of  Daleville, 
Lackawanna  county,  and  Paupack,  Wayne  county, 
respectively.  The  father,  who-  was  a farmer  bv  oc- 
cupation, died  in  Daleville,  December  5,  1897,  but 
the  mother  is  still  living  in  that  place.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Zaidee  M.,  now  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Nau- 
mann,  a blacksmith  and  wheelwright,  of  Paradise, 
Penn.;  Lillian,  wife  of  our  subject;  Edward  M.,  a 
railroad  fireman  at  Moscow,  Penn.,  who  married 
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Flora  E.  Miller;  E.  Ambrose,  a farmer  of  Moscow, 
who  first  married  Jennie  E.  Stein,  and  after  her 
death  wedded  Mrs.  Flattie  Wombacker ; Lena  and 
Edith  M.,  both  deceased;  Susie  E.,  wife  of  Peter 
Lamm,  a carpenter  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  and  Estella 
M.,  at  home.  Mrs.  Abbey’s  paternal  grandparents 
were  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Major)  Warded,  the 
former  a native  of  England,  the  latter  of  Lehman, 
Wyoming  county,  Penn.  At  the  age  of  eight  years 
the  former  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United 
States,  and  they  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Daleville,  Penn.  Her  maternal  grandparents,  Am- 
brose W.  and  Mahala  (Kellee)  Buckingham,  were 
natives  of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  respectively, 
and  the  former  died  in  Paupack  township,  Wayne 
county,  in  1877,  the  latter  (at  the  ripe  age  of  ninety- 
two  years)  residing  in  Hamlinton  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Emma  May  Buckingham,  an  authoress. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Abbey  is  a Master  Mason,  and 
politically  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
has  served  as  inspector  and  judge  of  elections,  and 
in  1895  was  appointed  assessor  of  Salem  township, 
to  which  position  he  has  been  re-elected  each  suc- 
ceeding year,  being  the  present  incumbent.  He  is 
quite  active  and  influential  in  local  political  affairs, 
and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests ui  his  party.  Socially,  Mr.  Abbey  is  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  joined  the  order  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
the  work  for  a number  of  years,  and  in  the  May 
sessions.  1875,  at  Williamsport,  Penn.,  was  admitted 
to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Fie  is  well  posted  on  the  lead- 
ing questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  men  of  his  community. 

THOMAS  A.  PETTIT,  a leading  citizen  of 
Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  whose  life 
has  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  was  born 
in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  in  June,  1852,  a son  of 
Nathaniel  and  Annie  (Morris)  Pettit,  also  natives  of 
that  county.  There  the  paternal  grandfather,  Rob- 
ert Pettit,  a farmer  by  occupation,  spent  his  entire 
life.  In  his  family  were  six  children,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  remained  in  New 
Jersey,  with  the  exception  of  two  daughters  who 
married  and  went  to  Ohio. 

Nathaniel  Pettit,  the  father  of  our  subject,  in- 
herited the  old  homestead  at  Newton,  N.  J.,  but  in 
1836,  he  sold  that  farm  and  rented  a place  in  his 
native  State,  until  coming  to  Jessup  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  in  1869.  Here  he  purchased  a 
farm,  but  at  the  end  of  six  years  returned  to  New 
Jersey,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died,  the  former 
in  1891,  the  latter  in  1893.  They  were  earnest 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who'  knew  them. 
Their  family  consisted  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter, 
all  born  in  New  Jersey,  namely:  (1)  Phoebe  A. 

married  William  Clark,  of  Sussex  county,  that 
State,  and  they  now  reside  in  Harnesville,  N.  J., 
where  lie  owns  a fine  farm.  Their  children  are 
Jeptha,  Susan,  Nathaniel,  Emma,  Minnie,  Frank, 


Willia  and  Hiram.  (2)  George  married  Lizzie  Hem- 
inover,  of  New  Jersey,  and  they  make  their  home 
in  Newark,  where  he  is  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness. They  have  one  daughter,  Hattie.  (3)  Rob- 
ert M.  married  Jane  Ue  Pue,  of  New  Jersey,  where 
they  lived  for  some  years.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  served  as  lieutenant  of  a company  from  that 
State,  and  participated  in  several  engagements.  He 
bought  a farm  at  La  Fayette,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J., 
where  he  lived  until  coming  to  Jessup  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  purchased  a farm  here. 
Seven  years  later  he  moved  to  Scranton  and  there 
engaged  in  business  until  his  death  in  1889.  He 
left  a wife  and  two  sons,  Samuel  and  Robert,  both 
of  Scranton,  one  a lawyer,  the  other  a civil  en- 
gineer. (4)  Amos  enlisted  when  a young  man  in 
the  2nd  N.  J.  V.  I.,  under  Gen.  Kilpatrick,  and  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  famous  March  to  the  Sea. 
Being  taken  ill,  he  was  left  at  Savannah  until  the 
fall  of  1865,  when  he  was  able  to  return  home. 
He  married  Phoebe  Kenn,  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
and  they  now  reside  in  Middleville,  that  county, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  business  as  a wheelwright. 
Their  children  are  Annie,  Laura,  Amelia,  Amos 
and  George.  (5)  John  R.  married  Emily  Roberts, 
of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  business  in  Hallstead,  that 
county.  (6)  Albert  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Thomas  A.  Pettit,  who  completes  the  family, 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county, 
and  aided  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home 
farm  until  reaching  man’s  estate.  In  February, 
1876,  lie  married  Miss  Emma  J.  Roe,  of  Jessup 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  sbe  was 
borii  in  1852,  a daughter  of  David  and  Sophia 
(Dennis)  Roe,  natives  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  who 
spent  their  last  days  in  Jessup  township.  For  two 
years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Pettit  made  his  home 
in  that  township  and  then  removed  to  Wilkesbarre, 
Penn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  milk  business. 
Returning  to  Jessup  township  in  1882,  he  resided 
there  for  one  year,  and  then  purchased  a farm  in 
Liberty  township,  where  he  has  since  lived,  his  time 
and  attention  being  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pettit  have  an  interesting  family 
of  nine  children,  namely:  Eugene,  born  in  Jessup 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  1876,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  and  when  the  war 
with  Spain  broke  out  was  one  of  the  first  to  offer 
his  service  to  the  government,  enlisting  in  Company 
G,  13th  P.  V.  I.  He  first  went  to  Camp  Alger, 
Falls  Church,  Va.,  where  he  remained  until  Sep- 
tember, 1898,  when  he  went  with  his  regiment  to 
Camp  Mead,  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  but  is  now  at 
Camp  McKinzie,  Augusta,  Ga.  Arthur,  born  in 
Wilkesbarre,  in  1878,  is  at  home.  Anna  S.,  born  in 
Wilkesbarre,  in  December,  1880,  is  a refined  young 
lady,  who  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Lib- 
erty township.  Lizzie  M.,  born  in  Jessup  town- 
ship, in  July,  1882;  Mabel,  born  in  Liberty  town- 
ship, in  September,  1884;  George,  born  in  June, 
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188O ; Robert  M.,  born  in  August,  1892;  Samuel 
L.,  born  in  July,  1894,  and  Kirby,  born  in  October, 
1897,  are  all  at  home  and  are  being  educated  in  the 
local  schools  as  soon  as  they  attain  a sufficient 
age.  Mr.  Pettit  comes  of  good  old  Whig  stock 
and  gives  his  political  support  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  made 
the  most  of  his  opportunities  in  life,  and  by  indus- 
try, perseverance  and  good  management,  he  has 
secured  for  himself  and  family  a good  home  and  is 
now  one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, as  well  as  one  of  its  most  highly  respected 
men. 

SAMUEL  J.  OWEN,  a well-known  citizen 
of  Scranton  and  ag'ent  for  the  Pennsylvania  Mu- 
tual Life  Insurance  Company  of  Philadelphia,  has 
his  summer  home  upon  a farm  in  the  Welsh  settle- 
ment of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  has  for  many  years  been  actively  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  locality.  He 
was  born  at  Minersville,  Schuylkill  county,  Penn., 
June  24,  1858,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Jones) 
Owen,  natives  of  So.uth  and  North  Wales,  respec- 
tively. Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Moses 
Owen,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Wales,  but  the  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  John  Jones,  came  to  America  in 
early  life  and  after  living  in  Pottsville,  Penn.,  for 
some  time  removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  now 
resides.  By  occupation  he  is  a farmer. 

Samuel  and  Mary  (Jones)  Owen  were  married 
in  Pottsville,  Penn.,  and  in  1855  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  locating  on  the  farm  in  Clifford 
township,  where  our  subject  now  spends  the  sum- 
mer months,  the  father  having  purchased  the  place 
the  year  previous.  He  cleared  most  of  the  land,  made 
all  of  the  improvements  thereon,  and  continued  to 
engage  in  farming  until  called  from  this  life  in 
February,  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  September  3,  1867,  at  the 
age  of  forty-four  years,  and  the  remains  of  both 
were  interred  in  the  Welsh  cemetery  located  upon 
their  farm  in  Clifford  township.  They  were  active 
and  prominent  members  of  the  Welsh  Church,  in 
Which  the  father  served  as  deacon  for  over  forty 
years.  He  also  held  the  office  of  school  director 
in  his  district.  The  children  of  the  family  were 
Noah,  a mine  operator  of  New  Mexico;  Anna  S., 
who  first  married  Thomas  M.  Leyshon,  manager  of 
the  Kingston  Coal  Company’s  store,  and  second 
John  Nichol,  engineer  at  Kingston,  Penn. ; William 
J.,  a miner  of  Scranton  ; Samuel  J.,  our  subject ; and 
Arthur,  who  died  in  Clifford  township,  in  July, 
1868. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Samuel  J. 
Owen  attended  school  and  assisted  his  father  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  commenced  teaching  and  taught  four 
terms  of  school  in  Gibson  and  Clifford  townships, 
after  which  he  bought,  baled  and  sold  hay  for 
three  years.  For  a year  and  a half  he  was  em- 
ploved’  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  in  a mercantile 


establishment  in  Kingston,  Penn.,  and  then  went 
West,  acting  as  book  agent  in  Dakota  and  Winni- 
peg, Manitoba,  for  one  year.  On  his  return  to 
Pennsylvania,  he  located  upon  his  present  farm, 
which  he  purchased  of  his  father  in  1886,  and  to 
its  cultivation  he  devoted  his  time  and  attention 
until  1895,  when  lie  removed  to  Scranton  and  has 
since  engaged  in  the  life  insurance  business,  while 
his  farm  is  operated  by  hired  help. 

On  November  19,  1884,  in  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Owen  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Jones,  who  was  born  in  Providence,  Penn., 
June  5,  1863.  Her  parents,  Lewis  H.  and  Martha 
(Jones)  Jones,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Wales, and  emigrated  to  the  newworld  in  1859. They 
first  located  in  Scranton,  where  the  father  engaged 
in  mining,  and  later,  after  fourteen  years  spent  in 
farming  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
he  returned,  in  1885,  to-  that  city,  where  he  is  now 
employed  as  mine  boss.  He  is  a stanch  Republican 
in  politics  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Welsh  Baptist  Church.  The  children  born 
to  them  are  as  follows  : Mary  J.,  who  married  John 
E.  Jones  (no  relative),  a farmer  of  Herrick  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county;  John,  a resident  of 
Scranton  ; David,  also  a resident  of  that  city ; Mar- 
garet, wife  of  our  subject;  Henry,  of  Scranton; 
Ellen  and  Thomas,  who  both  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years;  Nellie,  wife  of  William  J.  Smith,  a 
carpenter  of  Scranton ; Lena,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years ; Louie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen ; and  Martha,  wife  of  David  Evans,  a clerk  of 
Scranton.  Mrs.  Owen’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
Henry  and  Jane  Jones,  of  Wales.  The  former, 
who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  his  native 
land,  but  his  wife  came  to  this  country  and  died 
in  Scranton.  The  maternal  grandparents,  David 
and  Mary  Jones,  were  life-long  residents  of  Wales, 
though  the  latter  once  came  to  this  country  on  a 
visit.  David  Jones  was  also  a farmer. 

Politically  Mr.  Owen  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  was  serving  his  second  term  as 
school  director  in  his  district  when  he  resigned  on 
his  removal  to  Scranton.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Welsh  Church,  and  is  highly  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  know  him. 

LEWIS  W.  BEDFORD,  a well-known  lum- 
berman and  farmer  of  Scott  township,  Wayne 
county,  has  had  a somewhat  eventful  career,  but 
his  successful  struggle  with  adverse  circumstances 
shows  what  can  be  accomplished  by  industry,  per- 
severance and  good  management.  He  was  born 
August  15,  1858,  in  Eaton,  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  a son  of  Ellis  and  Mary  (Corby)  Bedford, 
natives  of  Germany,  who  on  coming  to  the  United 
States  first  located  in  New  Jersey.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Amsey  Corby,  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  one  hundred  fourteen  years,  and  the  paternal 
grandfather,  Timothy  Bedford,  lived  to  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  They  both  settled  in  New  Jersey, 
bht  later  removed  to  Wyoming  county,  Penn., 
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where  Anisey  Corby  erected  the  first  sawmill,  it 
being  on  Bowman’s  creek,  b or  many  years  he 
engaged  in  lumbering  on  the  east  branch  of  the 
Susquehanna  river,  and  continued  to  make  his 
home  in  Wyoming  county,  where  he  died.  His 
wife  had  died  some  years  previous  in  New  Jersey, 
leaving  two  sons- — Lewis  and  Ellis,  the  former  of 
whom  married  and  moved  to  the  W est. 

In  1861  Ellis  Bedford  (our  subject’s  father) 
enlisted  in  the  Union  army  from  Wyoming  county, 
becoming  a member  of  a company  of  sharp  shoot- 
ers, and  was  killed  at  Richmond,  Va.,  a short  time 
prior  to  Lee’s  surrender.  He  left  a widow  and 
six  children  : (i)  James,  who  was  also  one  of  the 

boys  in  blue  during  the  Civil  war,  has  spent  his  en- 
tire life  in  Wyoming  county,  where  he  was  married 
and  has  reared  his  family.  (2)  Lorenzo  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  and  now  lives  on  a farm  near 
Eaton,  Wyoming  county.  He  married  Esther 
Ivitheline,  of  that"  county,  and  has  two  sons,  James 
and  Howard,  both  at  home.  (3)  Albert,  who  was 
also  educated  in  the  same  institution,  married  Fan- 
nie Rankins,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  has  five 
daughters — Pearl,  Nellie,  Leona,  Gl'addys  and  \ i- 
ola.  They  make  their  home  at  Gibson,  Susque- 
hanna county.  (4)  Mabel  was  educated  in  the 
Soldiers’  Orphan  School  at  Harford,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Cregle,  of 
Hemlock  Creek,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  by  whom 
she  has  two  sons— Willie  and  Ira.  _ (5)  Maggie 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  while  attending 
the  school  at  Harford. 

In  1868  Lewis  W.  Bedford,  who  completes 
the  family,  entered  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  at 
Wilkesbarre,  Penn.,  and  attended  that  institution 
until  1874,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  school 
at  Harford,  where  his  education  was  completed  at 
the  age  of  sixteen.  He  then  worked  on  the  farm 
of  George  R.  Resseguie,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
for  eight  years.  In  1881  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Elma  Baker,  of  that  county,  a daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Cordelia  Baker,  the  former  a well-to-do  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn. 
They  began  their  domestic  life  in  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  railroading  for  a year 
and  a half,  and  then  followed  lumbering  for  six 
months  in  Wayne  county,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Susquehanna  county,  there  working  on  bridge 
work  for  a railroad  company. 

Leaving  his  wife  and  two  sons  in  that  county, 
Mr.  Bedford,  in  1887,  started  for  El  Paso,  Tex., 
traveling  by  way  of  Niagara  Falls.  Chicago,  Kan- 
sas City,  and  on  reaching  El  Paso,  proceeded  to 
Chihuahua,  Old  Mexico,  but  later  returned  to  the 
former  place,  where  he  worked  for  six  months  on 
a windmill  tower.  For  the  same  length  of  time 
he  was  next  employed  in  the  El  Paso  & Kansas 
City  Smelting  Works,  but  the  arsenic  and  lead 
soon  poisoned  his  system  and  he  was  obliged  to 
give  up  that  business.  Buying  a ticket  to  Penn- 
sylvania, he  started  for  home,  but  on  reaching  Fort 


Worth  was  unable  to  proceed  for  some  time,  being 
under  medical  treatment  at  that  place.  At  Texanna, 
he  was  again  obliged  to  stop  for  some  time  as  he 
was  unable  to  travel,  and  on  reaching  St.  Louis 
entered  St.  Mary’s  hospital,  where  he  lay  uncon- 
scious for  a long  time.  On  reaching  home  he 
was  still  unable  to  walk,  and  it  was  some  time  be- 
fore he  fully  recovered.  After  operating  farms  on 
the  shares  for  a few  years,  he  purchased  his  present 
place  in  1894,  and  has  since  made  it  his  home.  It 
comprises  no  acres  of  good  land  in  Scott  town- 
ship, known  as  the  Katank  farm,  and  under  his  able 
management  is  yielding  a good  return  for  the 
care  and  labor  bestowed  upon  it. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bedford  have  five  sons  and  one 
daughter,  namely:  (1)  Ray  C.,  born  in  Susque- 

hanna county,  in  1883,  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  later  attended  the  Lanesboro 
high  school ; he  is  a very  bright  boy  and  will  un- 
doubtedly make  a brilliant  record.  (2)  Ralph  O., 
born  in  the  same  county,  in  1885.  (3)  Boyd  I., 

born  in  Susquehanna  county,  in  1892.  (4)  Harold, 
born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1893.  (5)  Emerson, 

born  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  in  1895,  are  all  at  home. 
(6)  Helen,  born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1898.  The 
parents  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church,  and  have  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  all  who  know  them.  Politically  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  has  been  an  active 
worker  in  its  ranks,  and  for  several  years  served 
on  the  election  committee. 

JOLIN  LOVELASS  is  well  known  in  Damas- 
cus township,  Wayne  county,  as  a successful  farmer 
and  lumberman,  and  also  a large  landowner,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  respected  self-made  men  of  his 
locality.  He  is  a native  of  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
born  in  1833,  a year  or  two  after  his  parents,  Isaac 
and  Ann  Lovelass,  came  from  England — the  coun- 
try of  their  birth.  The  family  moved  to  Damas- 
cus township,  Wayne  county,  during  our  subject’s 
early  boyhood,  and  later  located  in  Berlin  town- 
ship, that  county,  where  they  resided  for  eight 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  father'  sold 
his  property  and  went  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where 
he  bought  real  estate,  intending  to  establish  his 
family  there,  but  he  died  in  Berlin  township  when 
returning  for  them. 

John  Lovelass  was  the  eldest  in  the  family. 
He  received  his  schooling  in  the  public  institutions 
of  Wayne  county,  but  as  the  facilities  afforded 
here  in  that  day  were  somewhat  limited  he  might 
have  learned  next  to  nothing  had  he  not  possessed 
natural  ability  beyond  the  average.  After  his  fath- 
er’s death  he  hired  out  to  Truman  Tymson,  draw- 
ing lumber  ter  the  Delaware  river  from  Boyd’s 
Mills,  for  which  work  he  received  eight  dollars 
per  month,  continuing  with  this  employer  in  1848 
and  1849.  In  1850  he  drove  team  for  Hiram  Mills, 
who  paid  him  fourteen  dollars  per  month,  and  in 
1851  and  1852  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Joseph 
Wood.  Subsequently  he  was  engaged  for  twTo 
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years  with  Porter  Sumner  in  the  sawmill  on  Cal- 
kins creek,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  com- 
menced on  his  own  account,  meeting  with  steady 
success  from  the  start.  His  marriage  with  Miss 
Charlotte  Gavitt,  of  Damascus,  daughter  of  William 
and  Violet  Gavitt,  who  came  from  New  York  State, 
took  place  September  i,  1853,  and  in  the  same  year 
he  made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  a partly  im- 
proved farm  near  the  Union  Church  in  Damascus 
township,  where  they  resided  one  year.  He  then 
traded  that  property  for  a 160-acre  tract  on  the 
line  of  Oregon  township,  one  and  a half  miles  west 
of  Boyd’s  Mills,  all  of  which  was  at  that  time  wild 
timber  land,  and  he  commenced  at  once  to  clear  it 
for  cultivation,  lumbering  the  timber  on  the  Dela- 
ware river.  He  cut  and  hauled  his  bark  to  the 
Eli  Beech  & Sons  tannery,  in  Milanville,  and  made 
many  improvements  on  the  place,  erecting  a sub- 
stantial house,  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  and 
engaging  in  general  agriculture.  In  1884  he  pur- 
chased from  Wood  & Boyd  230  acres  adjoining 
his  original  purchase  and  removed  to  the  new 
place,  on  which  he  has  done  a considerable  amount 
of  clearing,  erecting  a house,  buildings,  etc.  Mr. 
Lovelass  is  one  of  the  pioneer  lumbermen  on  the 
Delaware,  becoming  familiar  with  all  the  details 
of  that  business  in  his  early  manhood,  and  that 
his  various  investments  have  turned  out  success- 
fully is  due  to  his  careful  management  and  strict 
attention  to  business  affairs,  for  he  had  no  ad- 
vantages over  his  associates  in  any  way.  His  pros- 
perity has  come  as  the  result  of  steady  applica- 
tion and  untiring  energy  in  the  conducting  of  his 
interests,  and  he  has  commanded  the  respect  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact  by  his  strong 
personal  characteristics  and  his  genuine  worth.  Vig- 
orous and  active  by  nature,  he  would  no  doubt  have 
succeeded  in  any  line  of  enterprise,  and  he  is  well 
thought  of  in  his  community,  where  he  has  made 
many  friends  among  all  classes. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  (Gavitt)  Lovelass  passed  away 
in  March,  1891,  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  five 
sons  and  seven  daughters,  namely : Adline,  born 

August  14,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Tracy  H.  Smith, 
of  Damascus ; she  has  no  children.  Violetta,  born 
in  1856  in  Damascus,  married  William  Hinman, 
of  Wayne  county,  and  they  now  reside  in  Scranton ; 
they  have  no  family.  Howard  B.,  born  in  1858  in 
Damascus,  married  Miss  Emma  Mathews,  of  this 
county,  and  they  live  on  his  farm  in  Oregon  town- 
ship; they  have  no  children.  Rosella,  born  in 
i860  in  Damascus,  is  the  widow  of  Jacob  Badgers, 
of  Scranton;  she  has  one  daughter,  Charlotte  Jo- 
seph, born  in  1862  in  Damascus,  married  Miss 
Abbie  Wilcox,  of  Vermont,  and  resides  in  Scran- 
ton, where  he  is  engaged  with  the  North  End 
Lumbering  Co. ; they  have  one  son,  Earle.  James, 
born  in  1864.  married  Miss  Lucy  Green,  of  Scran- 
ton, where  he  is  engaged  in  contracting  and  build- 
ing. Lee,  born  in  1866,  is  unmarried,  and  is 
engaged  at  carpentering  in  Scranton.  Elmyra,  born 
in  1868,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Holt,  of  Oregon 


township,  and  they  are  residents  of  Carbondale, 
Penn.  Florence,  born  in  1874,  is  the  wife  of  Walter 
Jackson,  and  they  have  their  home  on  part  of 
her  father’s  homestead.  Eva,  born  at  the  present 
home  in  1876,  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home. 
Frank,  born  in  1882,  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Damascus  and  is  at  present  en- 
gaged in  helping  his  father  m the  management 
of  the  farm.  Ursula,  born  in  1872,  lives  in  Scran- 
ton, Penn.  In  December,  1892,  Mr.  Lovelass  wed- 
ded for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Morrilla  M.  Mathews, 
of  Lebanon,  this  county,  who  is  the  daughter  of 
Seth  and  Clara  Yale,  old  pioneers  of  that  town, 
and  was  born  in  1847.  In  1867  she  married  Sam- 
uel Mathews,  and  of  the  children  born  to  that  union 
five  are  living — Ella  (Mrs.  Thomas  Cole),  Ernest 
(unmarried),  Ermina  (Mrs.  Lovelass),  Ezra  and 
Edith  (at  school).  Mr.  Lovelass  is  an  earnest  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his  father  and 
mother  also  belonged ; his  wife  is  a Presbyterian 
in  religious  connection.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  he  has  served  as  judge  of  elections, 
but  he  is  not  an  aspirant  for  any  official  honors, 
preferring  to  devote  himself  to  his  private  interests. 
In  social  affiliation  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge  at  Callicoon,  New  York. 

GEORGE  W.  SQUIRES.  In  the  useful  yet 
quiet  life  of  a farmer  there  is  opportunity*  for  the 
development  of  the  highest  qualities  of  good  citi- 
zenship, and  this  well-known  agriculturist  of  New 
Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who  has 
made  his  own  way  to  success  from  a humble  begin- 
ning, enjoys  in  a high  degree  the  esteem  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Squires  was  born  January  2,  1828,  at 
Nicholson,  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  the  son  of 
Nathaniel  and  Phoebe  (Winters)  Squires.  His 
grandfather,  Stephen  Squires,  was  a native  of  New 
Jersey,  but  made  his  permanent  home  at  Nichol- 
son, where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering. 
Nathaniel  Squires,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
at  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  was  but  two  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Nicholson.  In  1836  he 
settled  at  Harmony,  Susquehanna  county,  now 
Oakland,  building  a farm  house  and  later  lie  re- 
sided in  Bradford  county,  Potter  county,  and  Steu- 
ben county,  returning  to  Susquehanna  county  for 
a short  time.  He  then  went  West,  spending  some 
time  in  Wisconsin  and  although  over  sixtv-five 
years  of  age,  making  two  trips  to  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, but  afterwards  he  made  his  home  with  our 
subject.  He  died  while  on  a visit  at  Nicholson,  in 
1876,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  and  his  remains 
were  interred  there  in  the  Stark  burying  ground. 
Bv  occupation  he  was  a farmer  and  lumberman, 
and  as  a citizen  lie  took  much  interest  in  public 
affairs,  being  especially  active  in  religious  work 
as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  wife  died  in  1845  at  Lanesboro,  aged  thirty-six 
years,  and  was  buried  at  McCune’s  cemetery.  She 
was  a native  of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna 
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county,  where  her  father,  Silas  Winters,  of  Con- 
necticut, was  a pioneer  settler.  Nathaniel  and 
Phoebe  Squires  had  seven  children,  all  born  before 
the  removal  to  Harmony.  Silas  W.,  is  a retired 
farmer,  residing  in  New  Milford  township;  George 
W.  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth ; Emeline  mar- 
ried Simpson  Drake  and  died  in  Wisconsin ; Char- 
lotte married  N.  C.  Whitcomb,  and  died  in  Greene 
county,  N.  Y. ; Emma  G.  married  P.  B.  Banks, 
and  died  in  Michigan ; Alfonso  died  in  infancy,  and 
Zenophon  lived  only  to  the  age  of  six  years. 

When  our  subject  was  but  thirteen  years  old 
he  left  home  to  work  for  neighboring  farmers,  and 
in  1848  he  and  his  brother  Silas  purchased  190 
acres  of  land  in  New  Milford  township,  and  in  1852 
our  subject  engaged  in  farming  there.  The  prop- 
erty was  divided  two  years  later  and  our  subject 
has  since  added  to  his  share  until  he*  owns  162 
acres  in  one  tract.  His  brother  still  resides  on  the 
adjoining  farm,  a portion  of  the  original  purchase. 
In  politics  Mr.  Squires  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
at  times  he  has  been  called  to  fill  local  offices, 
having  served  three  years  as  school  director,  three 
years  as  township  auditor  and  eleven  years  as  super- 
visor. 

On  November  27,  1850,  he  was  married  in 
Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Estabrooke,  and  they  have  had  four  chil- 
dren, nine  grandchildren  and  three  great-grand- 
children. Of  their  children  (1)  Orie  married  Henry 
Shay,  and  died  leaving  three  children — Myrtv,  Ar- 
thur and  Alma.  (2)  William,  a railway  conductor, 
residing  at  Hallstead,  married  Miss  Dora  Bess,  and 
has  four  children : Lulu,  Milton,  Madaline,  and 

Lester.  (3)  Eva  married  C.  L.  Rosencrantz,  a farmer 
in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and  has  two  children : 
Earl  and  Winnifred.  (4)  Frank,  who  resides  with 
our  subject,  married  Miss  Belle  Doolittle.  Mrs. 
Harriet  (Estabrooke)  Squires  was  born  Novem- 
ber 8,  1829,  in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  and  died  September 
16,  1897,  her  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  High- 
land cemetery,  Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  Her  parents,  Sylvester  and  Dennie  (Whip- 
ple) Estabrooke,  came  from  Brattleboro  in  1832, 
and  settled  upon  a farm  in  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  their  remaining  days  were 
spent. 

COLEMAN  T.  DARROW  is  entitled  to  dis- 
tinction as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  ener- 
getic farmers  of  Bridgewater  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Of  good  executive  ability  and  sound 
judgment,  he  has  attained  a prominent  place  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  his  part  of  the  county, 
and  his  business  interests  have  been  so  managed 
as  to  win  for  him  the  confidence  of  the  public,  as 
well  as  the  prosperity  which  should  always  attend 
honorable  effort. 

Mr.  Darrow  was  born  on  the  old  home  farm 
in  Bridgewater  township,  December  16,  1837,  and 
belongs  to  a family  that  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  this  region  since  pioneer  days.  His  grand- 


father, John  Darrow,  who  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  the  township,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  of 
English  ancestry,  and  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  arriving  in  this  region  soon  after  the 
massacre  of  Wyoming.  He  was  married  in  New 
York  State  to  Miss  Martha  Herrick,  who  was  born 
there,  and  at  an  early  day  they  located  in  Bridge- 
water  township  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  James  Gardner.  To  them  were  born  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows  : William,  Mrs. 
Electa  Griffin,  Mrs.  Polly  Dowd,  Mrs.  Phoebe 
Green,  Mrs.  Crandall,  Amos,  Royal,  Herrick,  Dan- 
iel, John,  Dennison,  and  four  who  died  in  child- 
hood. 

Daniel  Darrow,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Bridgewater  township,  in  1805,  and  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  on  the  old  homestead.  By  oc- 
cupation he  was  a drover,  and  for  some  years  after 
his  marriage  he  resided  in  Montrose,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  wedded  Angeline  Beebe,  a daughter 
of  Joseph  Beebe,  who  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  county,  and  was  a native  of  the  Mo- 
hawk Valley,  N.  Y.  Her  mother,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sally  Tyler,  was  born  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  was  a daughter  of  Moses  Tyler, 
a prominent  citizen  of  that  county.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Darrow  were  born  five  children,  namely : 
Ellen,  wife  of  John  Backus;  Coleman  T.,  our  sub- 
ject; Oscar  B. ; Augustus,  who  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  ; and  Horace,  deceased.  The  father  died 
at  Montrose  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years,  and  the  mother  on  October  17,  1898. 

Coleman  T.  Darrow  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  received  a good  education.  In  1859  he 
went  to  California  by  way  of  the  Panama  route.  He 
remained  in  that  State  for  two  years,  engaged  in 
teaching  and  farming  in  the  San  Mateo  Valley,  and 
later  followed  lumbering  and  mining  in  California, 
Washington,  Oregon,  Idaho,  and  Montana.  For 
a time  he  was  located  on  the  Frazier  river,  and  at 
another  time  was  a member  of  the  Orofino  Mining 
Company  of  Idaho.  Returning  to  Pennsylvania  in 
1869,  he  made  his  home  in  Luzerne  county  until 
1885,  when  he  purchased  his  present  farm — one  of 
the  best  in.  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  To  this  beautiful  place  of  173  acres  he 
has  given  the  name  of  “San  Mateo.”  It  is  pleas- 
antly located  near  Montrose,  and  is  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  well  improved  with  good 
buildings. 

On  September  12,  1871,  Mr.  Darrow  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Calista  A.  Bush,  a 
daughter  of  Marvin  and  Nancy  (Beeman)  Bush, 
of  Bridgewater  township,  in  whose  family  were 
four  children,  the  others  being  Judson,  Hattie  and 
Randall.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darrow  were  born  two 
children  : (1)  Daniel  C.,  a clerk  in  a store  at  Du- 

pont, Penn.,  married  Jennie  Perego  and  has  two 
children — Paul  C.  and  Helen.  (2)  Girton,  who 
married  Lida  Bushnell,  resides  with  his  father.  So- 
cially the  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the  com- 
munity. In  politics  Mr.  Darrow  is  a Republican, 
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and  has  been  secretary  of  the  school  board  for 
six  years,  supervisor  two  years,  and  school  director 
six  years. 

CHRISTIAN  LEHDE,  one  of  the  leading 
general  farmers  of  Dingman  township,  Pike  county, 
is  of  foreign  birth,  but  his  duties  of  citizenship 
are  always  performed  with  a loyalty  equal  to  that 
of  any  native  son  of  America,  and  during  the  dark- 
days  of  the  Rebellion,  he  went  to  the  defense  of 
the  Union,  and  protected  the  cause  of  his  adopted 
country  on  many  a Southern  battlefield. 

Mr.  Lehde  was  born  July  3,  1840,  in  West- 
phalia, Germany,  where  his  parents,  Frederick  W. 
and^  Louise  M.  Lehde,  spent  their  entire  lives  as 
farming  people.  The  father’s  real  name  was  Fred- 
erick W.  Buck,  but  after  his  marriage  he  took 
the  name  of  Lehde.  He  died  in  1874,  aged  seventy- 
three  years,  his  wife  in  1876,  aged  seventy-six. 
Their  children  were  Frederick  William,  a farmer 
of  Germany ; Henrietta,  wife  of  Henry  Golce,  of 
Germany;  Charlotte,  wife  of  William  Henken,  of 
Germany;  Christian,  of  this  sketch;  Wilhelmina, 
wife  of  William  Strongmeyer,  of  Germany ; and 
Carl,  who  married  Sophie  Hegemeyer  and  died  on 
the  old  homestead. 

On  September  17,  1857,  Christian  Lehde 

first  set  foot  on  American  soil,  locating  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  clerked  in  the  grocery  store 
of  George  Neander  for  three  months,  and  in  an- 
other grocery  until  May,  1861.  He  then  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  1st  N.  Y.  V.  C.,  under  Capt.  Otto, 
which  for  a time  was  a part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  with  that  army  participated  in 
the  Seven  Days’  fight,  Antietam,  Gettysburg,  and 
the  engagements  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Later 
they  were  assigned  to  the  Middle  Department, 
where  they  suffered  great  hardship  and  privation. 
At  Piedmont,  Ya.,  Mr.  Lehde  was  shot  in  the  fore- 
head over  the  left  eye,  but  after  his  wound  was 
dressed  he  rejoined  his  company,  and  remained  in 
the  service  until  honorably  discharged  at  Halltown. 
near  Harper’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  in  September,  1864, 
at  which  time  his  regiment  was  a part  of  the  com- 
mand under  Philip  Sheridan.  After  receiving  their 
discharges,  the  men  started  for  New  York  to  be 
paid  off,  but  their  troubles  were  not  over,  as  they 
forgot  to  ask  for  rations,  and  it  was  about  two 
days  before  they  received  their  pay  for  the  last 
eight  months’  service,  but,  as  our  subject  declares. 
“For  all  that  we  would  have  turned  back  if  our 
services  were  wanted.”  On  his  return  to  New 
York,  he  resumed  his  old  position  with  Martin 
Wellenhoff,  for  whom  he  worked  until  March, 
1865,  when  he  purchased  the  business  and  contin- 
ued to  conduct  a grocery  there  until  October,  1887. 
Since  then  he  has  practically  lived  retired  upon 
His  farm  in  Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  though 
he  oversees  the  management  of  his  place  and  does 
some  light  work. 

In  New  York  City,  June  16,  1868,  Mr.  Lehde 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Bor- 


mann,  who  was  born  there  May  29,  1848,  and 
died  on  the  present  farm  of  our  subject,  May  19, 
1888,  her  remains  being  interred  in  the  Milford 
cemetery.  Her  father,  John  H.  Bormann,  was  also 
a native  of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  America  in 
1845,  settled  in  New  York.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lehde 
were  born  ten  children,  namely  : William,  who  died 
in  infancy ; Charles  W.,  at  home ; and  Anna  and 
Louise,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Christian 
H.,  and  Henrietta,  at  home ; Charlotte,  who  died 
in  infancy  ; John  H.,  at  home  ; and  Wilhelmina  and 
George,  who  died  when  young.  The  children  are 
excellent  musicians,  and  play  for  the  pleasure  of 
the  home  circle  and  their  many  friends.  The  faffn- 
ily  residence  is  pleasantly  located  upon  a large 
and  beautiful  farm  two  miles  from  Milford,  and  in 
the  top  of  one  of  the  trees  on  a high  elevation  flut- 
ters an  American  flag,  which  can  be  seen  for  miles 
around,  showing  the  owner  of  the  place  to  be  a 
most  patriotic  and  loyal  citizen.  He  not  only  took 
part  in  the  Civil  war,  but  again  offered  his  ser- 
vices to  his  adopted  country  in  her  war  with  Spain. 
He  is  an  honored  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post 
No.  29,  of  New  York  City,  and  the  German  Hus- 
sars,  a military  company  of  the  same  place ; in  poli- 
tics is  an  ardent  silver  Republican ; and  in  religious 
faith,  a Lutheran. 

EVAN  C.  HERMAN,  in  his  lifetime  a success- 
ful and  reliable  farmer,  was  held  by  the  people  of 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  in  that 
reverence  and  respect  tacitly  accorded  those  whose 
lives  have  been  distinguished  by  integrity  and  use- 
fulness. 

Mr.  Herman  was  born  on  the  farm  which  was 
his  last  earthly  home,  in  1821,  and  belonged  to  one 
of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  the  county. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Frederick  Herman,  a na- 
tive of  Germany,  came  to  the  New  World  about 
the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  settled  in 
Monroe  county,  making  his  home  for  many  years  at 
Marshall’s  Creek.  He  married  Rebecca  Staggers, 
a native  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  Frederick, 

Jr. ; Stephen  ; Joseph  ; Jacob  ; John  ; Catherine,  wife 
of  George  Edecer,  of  Philadelphia ; Mary,  wife  of 
Adam  Overfield,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county ; Rebecca  and  Sarah,  twins,  the  for- 
mer the  wife  of  Adam  Roe,  of  Monroe  county,  the 
latter  the  wife  of  John  Fredericks,  of  Cherry  Y al- 
ley, Monroe  county ; and  Elizabeth,  who  married 
David  W.  West,  and  died  near  Martin’s  Creek, 
Northampton  county. 

Frederick  Herman,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Monroe 
county,  Penn.,  and  on  reaching  man’s  estate  mar- 
ried Lettice  Coolbaugh.  He  bought  a tract  of 
land  of  John  Place  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
to  which  he  added  by  subsequent  purchase  until  he 
had  a valuable  farm.  For  some  years  he  lived  in  a 
log  house  on  this  property,  but  it  was  finally  re- 
placed by  a good  frame  residence.  His  wife  died 
in  February,  1821,  and  he  passed  away  in  1828, 
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leaving  two  sons,  John  and  Evan  C.  John  C.  Her- 
man was  born  in  March,  1819,  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  and  received  a limited  education.  He 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Walters,  of  Monroe  county,  and 
for  some  time  they  lived  on  the  old  homestead, 
but  finally  removed  to  Tunkhannock,  Penn.,  where 
he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1895.  In  his  family  were  ten 
children,  as  follows : Luticcia  is  now  the  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Pooler,  a resident  of  Harrisburg,  Penn. ; Sarah, 
wife  of  George  Hahn ; Rebecca,  wife  of  a Mr.  Nye, 
of  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Billings,  of  the  same  county ; Annie,  wife  of 
Seymoure  Place;  Hannah,  wife  of  Henry  Place; 
Edith;  Rilla,  wife  of  a Mr.  Love;  Frederick  and 
Daniel. 

Evan  C.  Herman  grew  to  manhood  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  where  he  attended  the  sub- 
scription schools  for  a few  terms,  there  be- 
ing no'  free  schools  in  this  section  during  his 
youth.  As  soon,  as  large  enough  to  be  of  any 
assistance  he  began  to  aid  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm,  as  his  father  devoted  his  attention  to 
the  mason’s  trade,  erecting  the  piers  for  the  first 
bridge  across  the  Delaware  river  at  Milford,  the 
county  seat  of  Pike  county.  When  a young  man 
our  subject  learned  the  wheelwright’s  trade  with 
Jacob  Lish  and  followed  the  same  for  some  vears. 
In  1847  he  purchased  his  brother’s  interest  in  the 
homestead,  and  until  his  death  gave  his  exclusive 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  with  marked  suc- 
cess. With  the  aid  of  his  sons  he  placed  the  land 
under  excellent  cultivation,  and  made  many  im- 
provements thereon,  including  the  erection  of  a fine 
two  story  residence,  a large  barn  and  other  out- 
buildings, which  stand  as  monuments  to  their  thrift 
and  enterprise.  It  is  one  of  the  best  regulated  and 
most  productive  farms  of  the  county,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  most  attractive  in  appearance. 

I11  1845  Mr.  Herman  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Mosier,  who  was  born  in  1825,  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  where  she  was  reared,  her 
parents  being  John  and  Sarah  (Overfield)  Mosier, 
pioneers  of  this  region.  For  one  year  after  their 
marriage  they  lived  on  her  father’s  farm  in  Smith- 
field  township,  and  then  removed  to  the  old  Her- 
man homestead,  where  the  widow  still  lives.  Theirs 
was  a long  and  happy  married  life  of  over  fifty- 
three  years,  and  to  the  last  they  found  their  greatest 
enjoyment  in  each  other's  company.  Six  children 
blessed ^ this  union,  all  born  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township.  (1)  Lydia,  born  January  10,  1846,  mar- 
ried George  Clark,  of  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship and  resided  near  Pittston,  Penn.,  where  he 
died.  Later  she  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Cochran,  of  White  Haven,  Penn.,  where  she  died 
in  1890.  By  her  first  union  she  had  five  children, 
Calvin,  Chester,  Frank,  Philip  and  Georgiana,  and 
by  the  second  one  child,  Luella.  (2)  Mary  Alice 
received  a good  public  school  education,  is 'refined 
and  scholarly  in  her  tastes  and  has  been  a great 
comfort  to  those  left  in  the  old  home.  (3)  Georgi- 


ana married  Jacob  Place,  of  Maple  Grove,  Monroe 
county,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  (4)  Frank,  born  in  1861,  grew  to  manhood 
on  the  old  homestead  and  received  a good  common 
school  education.  His  father  becoming  disabled 
from  an  injured  limb  he  took  charge  of  the  farm 
when  only  twelve  years  old,  managing  the  entire 
work,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  brother  William 
carried  it  on  up  to  that  Monday  night,  November 
20,  1899,  when  his  earthly  labors  were  finished,  and 
he  was  summoned  by  the  Divine  Master  to  enter 
into  rest.  His  death  was  due  to  a severe  attack  of 
grippe,  the  preceding  winter,  and  although  he  com- 
plained of  weakness,  especially  of  the  heart,  he 
continued  his  work  on  the  farm,  having  been  en- 
gaged in  the  field  the  day  before  his  death.  He 
was  in  many  respects  a remarkable  man.  How 
manfully  and  how  nobly  he  had  stood  by  his  mother 
and  the  rest  of  the  family,  from  that  day  when,  at 
the  early  age  of  twelve  years,  he  undertook  the  man- 
agement of  the  farm,  his  acquaintances  can  testify. 
In  the  management  of  township  affairs,  he  took 
an  important  part,  having  served  as  school  director 
two  terms,  and  was  active  in  the  support  of  the 
Democratic  party.  A pleasant,  genial  gentleman, 
a noble  son  and  brother,  he  had  won  the  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him.  (5)  William,  born  in  1864, 
was  educated  in  the  home  schools  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
where  he  is  also  serving  as  tax  collector  for  the 
second  term,  which  will  make  six  years  in  all.  He 
married  Bessie  Huffman,  a daughter  of  Levi  and 
Anna  Huffman,  prominent  citizens  of  Monroe 
county,  and  two  daughters  have  been  born  to 
them — Eva  and  Anna. 

After  casting  his  first  vote  Mr.  Herman  was 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  never 
aspired  to  official  honors,  and  wherever  known  he 
was  held  in  high  regard.  Although  a cripple  and 
unable  to  do  any  active  work,  he  never  lost  his  in- 
terest in  his  home  and  in  the  community,  and  was 
always  glad  to  welcome  his  friends  and  talk  over 
the  events  of  the  day,  both  national  and  local.  His 
death  occurred  October  9,  1899,  when  he  was  aged 
seventy-eight  years.  His  death,  followed  just  six 
weeks  later  by  that  of  his  son,  Frank,  so  universally 
beloved,  brought  sorrow  to  the  entire  circle  of  the 
friends,  and  inspired  a deeper  appreciation  for  the 
glory  of  lives  well  spent. 

DURAND  CHAMBERLIN,  an  honored 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  a highly  esteemed  citi- 
zen of  Springville  township,  is  a native  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  his  birth  occurring  in  Gibson 
township,  June  5,  1832. 

His  father,  AVright  Chamberlin,  was  born  in 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  Pennsylvania  with  Miss  Mary  Billings,  a 
daughter  of  Jasper  Billings.  The  following  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union:  Theodore  died  in 

Minnesota ; Mary  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Clark,  of 
Occoquan,  Prince  William  county,  Va. ; Charles 
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died  in  Lynn,  Susquehanna  county,  Penn. ; Eliza- 
beth is  the  widow  of  William  S.  Hall  and  a resident 
of  Alpena,  Mich. ; Amanda  is  the  widow  of  A.  P. 
Brown  and  a resident  of  Peckville,  Penn.;  Joseph 
was  living  in  Virginia  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
being  a Northern  sympathizer,  he  was  thrown  into 
prison,  where  he  died;  Jackson  died  in  Tunkhan- 
nock,  Penn. ; Durand  is  the  next  of  the  family;  and 
Plarriet  is  a resident  of  Auburn,  Penn.,  and  the 
widow  of  Charles  Avery,  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war. 
On  coming  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  the 
father  located  in  Gibson  township,  where  he  owned 
property.  He  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  as  was  also  his  estimable  wife.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  and  she  passed 
away  November  19,  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years  and  two  months. 

Durand  Chamberlin  was  reared  in  Springville 
township  and  educated  in  its  common  schools.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  began  the  battle  of  life 
for  himself  and  for  many  years  cared  for  his  mother. 
Pie  purchased  property  in  Springville  township, 
consisting  of  a lot  and  buildings,  and  now  in  con- 
nection with  farming,  he  is  employed  as  an  attend- 
ant at  the  cemetery.  In  Lynn,  in  June,  1863, 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  he  enlisted  for 
three  months  in  Company  D,  35th  P.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Halsey,  of  Montrose,  and  after  coming  home, 
re-enlisted  in  January,  1864,  in  Company  H,  71st 
P.V.I., under  Capt.  Smith,  and  was  in  active  service 
for  about  a year  in  Virginia  and  around  Peters- 
burg. He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  and  its  principles,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  Odd  Fellows  Society 
at  Lynn.  Those  who  know  him  best  are  num- 
bered among  his  warmest  friends,  and  no  citizen 
of  Springville  township  is  more  highly  respected 
than  Mr.  Chamberlin. 

FRANKLIN  A.  BOWELL,  proprietor  of  the 
“Bowell  Hotel,”  at  South  Gibson,  Susquehanna 
county,  enjoys  an  excellent  reputation  with  the 
traveling  public,  and  his  house  is  usually  filled  in 
summer  with  appreciative  guests.  The  hotel,  which 
contains  eighteen  rooms,  was  built  in  i860  by 
Manly  Walker,  and  has  been  remodeled  several 
times  to  meet  modern  demands.  It  is  beautifully 
located,  ten  miles  from  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  railroad,  at  Foster,  and  among  its  ad- 
vantages is  a constant  and  abundant  supply  of 
spring  water  conducted  into  the  house  from  a 
spring  twenty  rods  distant. 

Mr.  Bowell  is  a native  of  Gibson  township, 
born  February  28,  1871,  and  belongs  to  a well 
known  family.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Seba 
and  Mary  (Stocker)  Bowell,  came  from  England 
in  1844  and  settled  in  Ararat  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  the  grandfather  died  some: 
years  ago,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  The  grand- 
mother snent  her  last  days  with  a daughter,  Airs. 
Perlina  Howell,  of  Gibson  township.  Thomas  S.Jj 


Bowell,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  England 
April  11,  1836,  and  was  but  eight  years  old  when 
he  came  to  America.  For  many  years  he  followed 
agriculture  in  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  but  he  now  resides  among  his  children. 
Lie  married  Airs.  Anna  C.  (Bronson)  Jones,  and 
they  had  four  children,  viz. : Abbie  N.,  wife  of 
Alartin  Berk,  a tanner  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
Franklin  A.,  our  subject;  Aliss  Lettie,  who  resides 
in  Gibson  township ; and  Sherwood,  who  makes 
his  home  with  his  mother  in  Gibson  township.  By 
her  first  marriage,  to  James  N.  Jones,  Mrs.  Bowell 
had  two  children:  James  N. ; and  Ida  M.,  wife 

of  Benonia  Brooks,  of  Hallstead,  Penn. 

Mrs.  Anna  C.  Bowell,  who  was  born  in  Gibson 
township,  June  19,  1838,  is  a woman  of  strong 
character  and  is  noted  for  her  industry  as  a seam- 
stress and  spinner.  Among  her  most  treasured 
possessions  is  a spinning  wheel,  which  is  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  old.  Her  parents,  Lewis 
and  Arelia  E.  (Hine)  Bronson,  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  but  were  married  in  Gibson  township, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  in  connection 
with  the  wagonmaker’s  trade.  He  died  March  20, 
1850,  aged  forty-two  years,  and  his  wife,  who  fol- 
lowed dressmaking  as  an  occupation,  died  January 
14,  1880,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  nine  months.  This 
worthy  couple  had  the  following  named  children : 
Adeline,  deceased,  who  married  (first)  Frederick 
Washburn,  and  (second)  Asbury  Frieburg;  Ann, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; Anna  C.,  our 
subject’s  mother;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William 
Barnes,  a farmer  of  Ararat  township. 

Franklin  A.  Bowell  began  the  task  of  bread- 
winning at  the  age  of  nine  years,  when  he  left 
home  to  enter  the  employ  of  David  E.  Holmes, 
the  owner  of  a store  and  mill  at  South  Gibson. 
He  remained  with  Mr.  Holmes  nine  years,  and  after 
spending  one  year  on  a farm  went  to  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  employed  in  a chair  factory 
for  a few  months.  The  next  six  months  were  spent 
in  driving  a stage  between  South  Gibson  and  Hop- 
bottom,  and  for  two  years  he  again  worked  for 
Mr.  Holmes.  He  then  followed  different  occupa- 
tions for  a year  before  entering  the  employ  of 
William  Shaffer,  the  then  proprietor  of  the  hotel, 
and  finding  the  business  congenial  he  purchased 
it  after  three  and  one-half  years,  and  has  since 
continued  it  successfully.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican, and  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at 
Harford. 

On  June  7,  1899,  Mr.  Bowell  was  married,  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  to  Mrs.  Alice  M.  (Conrad) 
Rogers,  daughter  of  Martin  Conrad  and  widow  of 
Dr.  William  Rogers,  of  Gibson,  who  died  January 
25,  1807.  By  her  first  marriage,  which  occurred 
February  8,  1888,  Mrs.  Bowell  had  three  sons: 
William  M„  born  Alarch  8,  1889;  Merritt  C.,  born 
June  9,  1893,  who  was  drowned  at  South  Gibson, 
January  17,  1899,  with  four  other  boys;  and  Guy 
C.,  born  January  13,  1896.  Airs.  Bowell  is  a native 
of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  her 
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family  is  well-known  in  this  section.  Her  paternal 
grandparents,  George  and  Betsey  Conrad,  settled 
in  the  county  at  an  early  day,  and  her  father,  who 
was  a successful  farmer,  was  born  in  Gibson  town- 
ship August  io,  1828,  and  died  in  Lenox  township, 
September  2,  1887.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Marilla  Miller,  was  born  in  Gibson  June 
7,  1837,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lovisa  (Wood- 
ward) Miller,  who  died  in  Lenox  township  at  the 
home  of  Martin  Conrad.  Mrs.  Conrad  died  Jan- 
uary 3,  1893,  and  was  buried  at  South  Gibson.  Of 
the  five  children  born  to  Martin  and  Marilla  Con- 
rad the  eldest,  Eugene,  is  a farmer  in  Harford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county ; Elmer  is  a motorman 
in  Scranton;  Alice  M.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Clara  married  Frank  Gibbs,  an  attorney  of  Scran- 
ton ; and  Isabella  died  when  nine  months  old. 

The  late  Dr.  William  Rogers,  mentioned 
above,  was  born  in  Harford,  September  24,  1839, 
son  of  Jeremiah  and  Margaret  (Martin)  Rogers, 
natives  of  the  North  of  Ireland.  After  completing 
a course  in  the  Harford  Academy  he  taught  for 
several  years,  and  in  1862  he  began  reading  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  A.  M.  Tiffany,  of  Harford.  In  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  3d 
Pennsylvania  Artillery,  and  during  his  service  he 
saw  much  active  duty,  the  last  two  months  being 
spent  as  a military  detective  under  General  Miles, 
who  had  charge  of  Jefferson  Davis.  On  returning 
home  Doctor  Rogers  resumed  his  studies,  grad- 
uating- from  Lovell’s  Commercial  College  in  1865, 
and  from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  in  1869.  About  two  years  later  he 
settled  at  South  Gibson,  where  he  secured  a large 
practice  by  his  skill  in  treatment  and  diagnosis. 

CHARLES  A.  SNYDER,  a well-known  and 
popular  engineer  on  the  Erie  Railroad,  and  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  Matamoras,  Penn.,  traces 
his  ancestry  back  to  Jacob,  one  of  three  brothers 
by  the  name  of  Snyder,  who  came  to  America  from 
Holland,  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war.  Thev 
settled  on  land  in  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  near  the 
Hudson  river,  and  took  part  in  aiding  the  colonies 
in  their  struggle  for  independence.  The  second  of 
the  family,  of  whom  there  is  authentic  record,  was 
Jacob  II,  son  of  Jacob,  the  emigrant,  who  was  also 
a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  on  Octo- 
ber 19,  1781,  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis to  Gen.  Washington  at  Yorktown.  The 
children  born  to  him,  all  now  passed  away,  were 
as  follows  : Maria,  who  married  John  Dings  ; Mar- 
garet, who  married  Coon  ; Jacob  III,  men- 
tioned below;  Elizabeth,  who  married 

Emmet ; John,  who  married  Hannah  Tish ; Tunis ; 
Catherine,  who  married  Charles  Wademan ; and 
David.  Nearly  all  of  these  later  on  became  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Jacob  III  became  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  born  in  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April 
T5,  1786,  and  died  in  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in 
February,  1879,  in  his  ninety-third  year,  his  wife, 


Rebecca  Niver,  had  died  at  the  same  place  February 
20,  1866,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  The  same 
patriotic  blood  that  made  his  father  a soldier  in 
the  Continental  army,  flowed  through  his  veins, 
and  Jacob  III  served  his  country  all  through  the 
war  of  1812.  Rebecca  (Niver)  Snyder  was  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  a daughter  of  William  Niver,  a 
life  resident  of  the  State  of  New  York,  who  was 
also  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  a comrade  of 
Jacob  Snyder  II,  and  with  him  witnessed  the  sur- 
render of  Cornwallis.  To  Jacob  III  and  Rebecca 
(Niver)  Snyder  were  born  twelve  children,  the 
greater  number  of  whom  reached  maturity,  and  set- 
tled in  New  ‘York  and  Pennsylvania.  They  are 
as  follows : Elias,  mention  of  whom  will  be  made 
later  on;  Maria,  born  June  2,  1810,  married  Daniel 
English,  a carpenter;  Sabrina,  born  May  31,  1812, 
married  Angus  Cameron,  cabinet  maker  and  under- 
taker, of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Elizabeth,  born  Sep- 
tember 2 7,  1815,  married  Hiram  Lamphere,  a 
glassblower  of  McComb  Co.,  Mich.;  John  G.,  born 
August  9,  1817,  a farmer  by  occupation,  married 
Sarah  Ann  Cobb  ; Abram,  born  December  20,  1819, 
was  master  mechanic  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Company,  at  Hawley,  Penn.,  married  Margaret 
Jane  Wemelsdorf ; Henry,  born  December  24,  1821, 
foreman  blacksmith  for  D.  & H.  Company  at  Car- 
bondale, Penn.,  married  Electa  Marsh ; Jacob  B., 
born  July  7,  1824,  a lawyer  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Decker;  Charles,  born  September  18, 
1826,  pattern  maker  of  Bradford,  Penn.,  married 
Elizabeth  Moore ; Eleanor,  born  September  14, 
1828,  married  George  Decker,  a carpenter;  Ira, 
born  March  6,  1831,  an  ax  maker  at  Deposit,  N. 
Y.,  married  Martha  Blanshan ; Margaret,  born  Oc- 
tober 19,  1833,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Those 
still  living  are  Charles,  of  Bradford,  Penn. ; and 
Jacob  B.,  now  crier  of  the  court  of  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Elias  Snyder,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
at  Claverack,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  October  16, 
1808.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  with  them  resided  at  different 
times  in  the  counties  of  Columbia,  Dutchess,  Ulster, 
Sullivan,  Schoharie  and  Delaware,  in  New  York 
State,  and  later  settled  in  Luzerne,  now  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
the  manufacturing  of  lumber,  as  a life  work.  On 
May  27,  1832,  he  married  Maryann  Stuart,  who 
was  born  in  Scott  township,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn., 
June  17,  1814,  daughter  of  William  Stuart,  who  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  born  in  Sligo,  Ireland,  in 
1 773,  one  of  the  four  children  of  James  Stuart,  the 
other  three  being : Ann,  James  and  Margaret. 

William  and  Ann  came  to  America,  while  James 
and  Margaret  remained  in  Ireland. 

William  Stuart  took  up  a quarter  section  of 
land  in  Scott  township,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
in  May,  1813,  he  married  Cynthia  Cone  (daughter 
of  Calvin  and  Rebecca  (Leete)  Cone)  and  died 
June  21,  1822,  aged  forty-nine  years.  His  wife, 
Cynthia,  was  born  August  20,  1783,  and  died  No- 
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vember  18,  1859,  aged  seventy-six  years.  The  chil- 
dren born  of  this  union  were  four  in  number,  as 
follows : Maryann,  Mrs.  Elias  Snyder ; Louisa, 

born  1816,  married  Daniel  Finch,  a farmer;  Eliza- 
beth, born  1819,  married  Peter  Vail,  a farmer;  and 
Jane,  born  1821,  married  Jabez  Smith,  a farmer,  and 
manufacturer  of  lumber.  Ann  Stuart  married 
Thomas  Montgomery,  a native  of  Ireland  and  a 
veteran  of  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  a descendant  of 
Gen.  Richard  Montgomery,  who  fell  at  Quebec. 

The  maternal  ancestors  of  our  subject’s  grand- 
mother, Cynthia  (Cone)  Stuart,  descended  from 
William  Leete,  a lawyer,  who  was  the  first  colonial 
governor  of  Connecticut.  He  was  born  at  Doding- 
ton,  England,  in  1603,  married  Ann  Payne,  and 
died  April  16,  1683.  II.  John  Leete,  the  first 
white  child  born  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  was  born  1639, 
married  Mary  Chittendon,  died  November  25,  1692. 
III.  John  Leete,  born  January  4,  1674,  married 
Sarah  Allen,  died  May  17,  1730.  IV.  Gideon 
Leete,  born  February  7,  1703,  married  Abigail  Ros- 
siter,  died  in  1781.  V.  Gideon  Leete,  born  May 
5,  1731,  married  Ann  Parmalee  (no  date  of  death), 
and  was  a Revolutionary  soldier.  VI.  Rebecca 
Leete,  born  March  4,  1761,  married  Calvin  Cone, 
of  Chester,  Conn.,  December  7,  1780,  and  died  in 
1823. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  Cynthia  (Cone) 
Stuart  descended  from  one  Daniel  Cone,  who  came 
from  Edinburg,  Scotland,  on  the  ship  John  Sarah, 
in  1626.  He  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Had- 
dam,  Conn.,  but  in  1651  went  to  Boston.  He  mar- 
ried Mehitabel  Spencer,  and  subsequently  returned 
to  Haddam,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1706.  II. 
Ebenezer  Cone  (at  this  point  the  Cone  record  is 
badly  seared  and  in  such  a bad  state  of  preserva- 
tion that  some  names  and  dates  are  obliterated). 
III.  Ebenezer  Cone,  born  1698,  married  Elizabeth 

- — died  in  1788.  IV.  Elijah  Cone,  born  in 

1723,  married  Elizabeth  — . He  was  a Revo- 

lutionary soldier  and  died  in  1793.  V.  Calvin 
Cone,  born  in  1760,  married  Rebecca  Leete,  De- 
cember 7,  1780.  To  this  couple  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children : Dorastus  Cone,  who  married 

Mary  Comen ; Rebecca  Cone,  who  married  Esquire 
Enos;  and  Cynthia  Cone,  our  subject’s  grand- 
mother. 

To  Elias  and  Maryann  (Stuart)  Snyder  were 
born  ten  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Stuart  L.  N.. 

born  March  2,  1834,  a farmer  of  Scott  township, 
Lackawanna  county,  married  Sophia  Webb.  (2) 
Rebecca,  born  December  2,  1836,  is  the  wife  of 
George  Makley,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  now  a 
carpenter  and  contract  builder  of  coal  breakers  in 
the  Lackawanna  Valley,  and  residing  at  Madison- 
ville,  Penn.  (3)  Enos,  born  February  23,  1839,  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  living  retired  because  of 
disabilities  received  while  in  service.  He  married 
Sarah  Cameron,  of  the  Isle  of  Jersey,  and  now  re- 
sides at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  (4)  Elizabeth,  born 
March  14,  1841,  is  the  widow  of  Lorin  Turner,  of 
Lackawanna  county.  (5)  David,  born  January  13, 


1843,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  is  a farmer  and 
horseman,  and  is  the  present  owner  of  “Invest- 
ment,” by  “Jay  Bird,”  and  a half-brother  of  “Aller- 
ton.”  He  married  Mary  Snyder,  and  resides  at 
DundafF,  Penn.  (6)  Angus  C.,  born  March  26, 
1845,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  is  an  engineer  on 
the  Erie  & Wyoming  Valley  Railroad,  residing  at 
Dunmore,  Penn.  He  married  Ann  Heaneon,  of 
Scotland.  (7)  Charles  A.,  our  subject.  (8)  Jacob 
I.,  born  October  18,  1849,  also  a soldier  of  the 
Civil  war,  is  now  engaged  in  lumbering  at  Idaho 
Springs,  Col.  (9)  Candace  M.,  born  January  28, 
1852,  died  January  25,  1864.  (10)  Alice  Janette, 

born  December  24,  1853,  died  March  5,  1864.  Elias 
Snyder,  the  father,  died  May  25,  1894,  aged  eighty- 
six  years,  and  the  mother  died  June  1,  1897,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Charles  A.  Snyder  was  born  May  9,  1847,  !'n 
Scott  township,  Luzerne  (now  Lackawanna)  Co., 
Penn.,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  went  to 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  where,  in  November,  1866,  he 
secured  employment  as  fireman  on  the  Delaware 
division  of  the  Erie  Railroad.  At  the  expiration  of 
twenty-one  months  or  in  August,  1868,  he  was 
advanced  to  the  position  of  engineer,  serving  in  that 
capacity  about  four  months  and  thereafter  alter- 
nately as  engineer  and  fireman  until  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  in  November,  1869,  when  he  was  per- 
manently promoted  to  the  position  of  engineer,  in 
which  capacity  he  has  since  been  identified  with 
the  road — first,  in  the  freight,  and  now  in  the  pas- 
senger service,  running  engine  No.  336,  a Vanclain 
Compound  of  the  culm  burner  type  of  Baldwin 
build,  on  Mail  train  No.  5,  the  Vestibuled  Chicago 
Limited,  westward,  and  No.  12,  the  Atlantic  Ex- 
press, also  a mail  train,  eastward.  ITe  uses  neither 
tobacco  nor  intoxicating  liquors  of  any  kind  what- 
ever, and  his  long  retention  in  this  position  plainly 
indicates  his  fidelity  to  duty,  as  it  is  a well-known 
fact  that  railroad  companies  keep  in  their  employ 
only  those  men  who  best  serve  their  interests. 

At  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  on  February  1,  1870, 
Mr.  Snyder  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  E. 
Misner,  who  is  of  German-American  descent,  born 
at  Bridgeville,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y..  July  5,  1850,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Misner,  one  of  the  brave  defend- 
ers of  the  Union,  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
who  now  awaits  that  last  reveille  in  Arlington  cem- 
etery. Her  mother,  formerly  Elizabeth  Edwards, 
was  of  Indian  descent,  her  father,  Dr.  Nat.  Edwards, 
having  been  medicine  man  of  the  Mohawks,  one  of 
the  tribes  composing  the  Six  Nations.  She,  too, 
lost  her  life  as  a result  of  the  war,  by  attendance 
on  her  fifteen-year-old  soldier  son,  Charles  Misner, 
in  the  hospital  at  Brattleboro.  They  both  died 
shortly  after  their  arrival  home.  One  other  son, 
Albert  H.  Misner,  is  also  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  now  resides  at  Ellenville,  New  York. 

Five  children  have  come  to  bless  the  union  of 
Charles  A.  Snyder  and  his  wife,  Mary  E.  Misner, 
as  follows:  Elias  A.,  born  January  30,  187^,  and 
Cora  A.,  born  April  22,  1873,  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; 
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Edith  M.,  born  October  3,  1880  (who  married 
Daniel  S.  McPeek),  and  Charles  J.,  born  February 
13,  1882,  at  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; and  Grover  C,  on 
May  27,  1885,  at  Matamoras,  Penn.  Politically 
Mr.  Snyder  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  is  now 
efficiently  serving  as  secretary  of  the  school  board. 
Although  not  a member,  he  is  an  attendant  and 
a supporter  of  the  Epworth  M.  E.  Church,  and 
socially  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
having  been  a member  of  Port  Jervis  Lodge,  No. 
328,  F.  and  A.  M.  for  thirty-two  years.  For  thirty 
years  he  has  belonged  to  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Engineers,  and  efficiently  served  that  order 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  expiring  April  1,  1900,  as 
the  Chief  Engineer  of  Division  54,  and  was  delegate 
to  the  third  biennial  convention  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers,  which  con- 
vened at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  11,  1898. 

FRANK  POTTER.  The  success  of  this  en- 
terprising dairyman  and  agriculturist  of  Harmony 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  demonstrates  the 
value  of  scientific  methods,  his  fine  farm  near 
Stevens  Point  being  a model  of  good  management. 
As  a citizen  also  Mr.  Potter  has  shown  himself 
possessed  of  a progressive  spirit,  and  his  fellow 
townsmen,  recognizing  his  ability,  have  chosen 
him  as  supervisor  for  five  consecutive  years. 

Mr.  Potter  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  was  born  July  6,  1856,  at  Bethel  Hill,  Harmony 
township,  where  his  family  has  been  prominent  from 
pioneer  times.  William  Potter,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  in  March,  1818,  in  Gibson,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  for  twenty-three  years  made  that  place 
his  home.  He  then  went  to  Bethel  Hill,  and  located 
in  the  woods  near  the  old  Belmont  turnpike.  There 
he  cleared  and  improved  a farm,  erecting  comior- 
table  buildings,  and  in  addition  to  farming  he  was 
also  engaged  in  lumbering  for  many  years,  con- 
ducting a sawmill  on  his  estate.  He  was  an  active, 
able  business  man  and  became  identified  with  va- 
rious interests,  being  toll-keeper  and  superintend- 
ent of  the  turnpike  for  some  years.  In  June,  1843, 
he  married  Rachel  Reynolds,  who  was  born  near 
Lanesboro,  Susquehanna  county.  The  marriage 
took  place  at  the  home  of  her  uncle,  Joseph  Austin, 
who  was  Mr.  Potter’s  nearest  neighbor  on  the  Bel- 
mont pike.  In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  he  held  numerous  local  offices,  while  residing 
in  Harmony  township.  He  and  his  wife  were  lead- 
ing members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  at  Bethel  Hill, 
Mrs.  Potter  being  especially  active  in  the  work  of 
the  society.  His  death  occurred  at  his  homestead 
in  June,  1875,  and  his  wife  died  in  December,  of 
the  same  year.  They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom 
four,  Freeman,  Elizabeth,  William  and  Ida,  died 
in  childhood.  Of  the  others  besides  our  subject: 
(1)  Amity,  born  June  21,  1848,  married  William 
Birdsall,  a farmer  in  North  Jackson,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  has  several  children : Mrs.  Grace 

Norris,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.;  Leroy,  of  Iowa; 
Kate  R.,  wife  of  Dr.  M.  Snyder,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 


Lottie,  a teacher;  Fannie,  a dressmaker;  George; 
James;  Stanley;  and  John.  (2)  Joseph,  born  in 
February,  1850,  resided  upon  the  old  homestead 
for  some  years,  but  later  settled  in  Thompson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  He  married  (first)  Miss 
Emma  Washburne,  who  died,  leaving  two  sons — 
Ernest  and  Rufus.  By  his  second  wife,  Isola  Wash- 
burn, he  has  had  three  children — Fay,  May  and 
Harry.  (3)  Miss  Ella  C.  resides  in  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  (4)  Emma  married  P.  L.  Mann,  of  Scranton, 
now  employed  in  a mill.  (5)  Newton  N.,  a farmer 
at  Bethel  Hill,  married  Miss  Louisa  Williams,  of 
Thompson  township,  and  has  one  daughter — 
Rachel.  (6)  Frederick  H.,  a farmer  in  Thompson 
township,  is  a leading  citizen,  serving  at  present  as 
supervisor.  He  married  Miss  Orley  Miller,  of  Har- 
mony township. 

As  a boy  Mr.  Frank  Potter  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  township,  and  assisted 
in  the  work  of  the  farm.  After  his  father’s  death 
he  managed  the  estate  for  his  mother  for  a time,  and 
later  he  removed  to  Stevens  Point,  but  in  1883  he 
purchased  his  present  farm  from  James  Connelly. 
He  has  cleared  much  of  the  land,  and  built  two 
barns  and  a comfortable  and  attractive  two-story 
dwelling  house,  besides  making  other  substantial 
improvements.  Politically  he  has  always  been  a 
Republican,  and  his  family  is  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Church,  his  wife  being  an  active  member. 

In  November,  1876,  he  married  his  first  wife. 
Miss  Mamie  Cook,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Ruth 
(Stanton)  Cook, well-known  residents  of  Thompson 
township,  who  came  to  this  section  from  Otsego 
Co.,  New  York.  She  was  born  in  1854,  in  Thomp- 
son township,  where  she  received  a district  school 
education,  and  her  death  occurred  September  2, 
1879,  at  Stevens  Point.  The  only  child  of  the  union, 
Willie  C.,  died  a few  weeks  before.  On  February 
14,  1882,  Mr.  Potter  married  Miss  Janie  Cook,  a 
sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  a native  of  Thompson 
township.  By  this  marriage  he  has  two  children : 
Frederick  E.,  born  June  19,  1886,  now  attending 
the  local  schools ; and  Ruth  L.,  born  April  26,  1897. 

AMOS  G.  STERLING,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive, energetic  and  successful  farmers  of  Brook- 
lyn township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in 
that  township,  January  7,  1853,  and  is  a representa- 
tive of  an  old  and  honored  family,  which  was 
founded  here  in  1810,  by  Isaac  and"  Urena  (John- 
son) Sterling,,  of  Cornwall,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn. 
Their  children  were  Isaac  Hilliard,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject;  Heman  B. ; Urena  J.,  wife  of  Eph- 
raim Gibbs.  For  his  second  wife,  Isaac  Sterling 
married  Millicent,  daughter  of  Asa  Bonney,  and 
to  them  were  born  four  children:  Joline  R.,  de- 
ceased; A.  Harmon,  a resident  of  Brooklyn;  John 
and  Daniel.  The  parents  both  died  in  Dimock 
township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Isaac  FI.  Sterling  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Litch- 
field Co.,  Conn.,  and  in  1810  came  with  his  parents 
to  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where 
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he  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  about  twenty- 
seven  years,  and  then  engaged  in  farming.  He 
married  Miss  Harriet  Emmons;  a native  of  Goshen, 
Conn.,  and  a daughter  of  Leman  and  Ursula 
(Beech)  Emmons.  She  died  January  15,  1888,  aged 
eighty-four  years,  three  months,  twenty-nine  days, 
and  he  died  October  15,  1882,  aged  eighty-three 
years,  four  months,  nineteen  days.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  the  following  children : Amos,  who  died 
October  7,  1847,  at  the  a&e  °f  twenty-three  years, 
two  months  and  twenty-four  days ; Ansel,  father 
of  our  subject;  James  H.,  who  wedded  Mary  Brown 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  Brooklyn  township, 
until  his  death  April  2,  1900,  aged  about  seventy- 
three  years;  Charles,  who  died  August  30,  1840, 
at  the  age  of  ten  years,  five  months  and  nineteen 
days;  Herman,  who  married  Frances  Stroud,  and 
is  a retired  farmer  of  Sterling,  Whiteside  Co.,  111.; 
Ralph,  who  married  Amy  L.  Kent,  and  is  a farmer 
of  Brooklyn  township  (she  died  January  18,  1900, 
aged  sixty-three  years) ; Harriet,  widow  of  Philan- 
der Babcock,  and  a resident  of  Rock  Falls,  111. ; 
Charles  M.,  who  married  Katie  Hullinger,  and  is 
a farmer  of  South  Dakota;  Julia,  who  makes  her 
home  with  her  brother  Charles;  and  Ursula  W., 
wife  of  J.  Murray  Roper,  of  South  Dakota. 

Ansel  Sterling  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township, 
October  8,  1825,  and  there  he  is  now  living  a re- 
tired life.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  purchased 
a tract  of  land,  but  did  not  locate  thereon  until 
three  years  later.  The  following  ten  years  he  suc- 
cessfully operated  it,  and  then  returned  to  the 
old  homestead  in  1864,  residing  there  until  1877, 
when  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Brooklyn,  where 
he  erected  a house,  and  where  he  lived  until  coming 
to  his  present  home  in  1893.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
politics,  and  served  as  assessor  of  his  township  for 
four  years.  In  1852  he  married  Lucina  Kent,  a 
native  of  Brooklyn  township  and  a daughter  of 
David  and  Betsy  (Miles)  Kent.  She  died  March 
11,  1885,  aged  fifty-six  years,  and  was  buried  in 
Hill  cemetery.  She  left  two  children:  Amos  G.. 
our  subject;  and  William  L.,  a farmer  of  Brooklyn 
township,  who  married  Emaline  Brown,  and  has 
two  children : Ethel  and  Lela.  The  father  was 
again  married,  March  28,  1886,  in  Brooklyn  town- 
ship, his  second  union  being  with  Josephine  A. 
Miles. 

Amos  G.  Sterling  has  spent  his  entire  life  upon 
the  old  home  farm  in  Brooklyn  township,  which 
comprises  200  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  placed 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  upon  which 
he  has  made  many  useful  and  valuable  improve- 
ments. He  is  a thorough  and  systematic  farmer, 
and  has  met  with  eminent  success  in  his  life  work. 
His  political  support  is  given  the  Democratic  party, 
and  his  duties  of  citizenship  are  always  most  faith- 
fully and  conscientiously  discharged. 

At  Foster,  Penn.,  on  September  4,  1876,  Mr. 
Sterling  was  married  to  Miss  Inez  L.  Titus,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Ernest  A.,  who  was  born 
June  27,  1878,  and  is  now  a student  at  Buckneil 


University.  Mrs.  Sterling  was  born  in  Foster,  Oc- 
tober 4,  1855,  a daughter  of  Albert  and  Ruth  A. 
(Roper)  Titus,  natives  of  Harford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  the  former  born  July  2,  1831,  the 
latter  May  29,  1838.  They  were  married  April  6, 
1854,  and  the  same  year  removed  to  Foster,  since 
which  time  Mr.  1 itus  has  been  with  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  Co.,  as  track 
foreman  for  many  years,  and  now  as  gate  keeper 
at  Foster.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Universalist  Church  and  are  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  who  know  them.  Mrs.  Sterling  is  the  oldest 
of  their  children:  Jennie,  born  November  1,  1858, 
is  the  wife  of  D.  C.  Tiffany,  superintendent  of  a coal 
breaker  at  Ashley,  Penn. ; Ida,  born  August  20, 
i860,  died  October  6,  1873;  Ernest,  born  May  11, 
1871,  died  September  4,  1873;  Florence,  born  May 
5-  i875>  is  the  wife  of  F.  E.  Benjamin,  a butcher  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  Marian  E.,  born  July  29, 
1876,  is  at  home.  Mrs.  Sterling’s  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Ezekiel  and  Betsy  (Jeffers)  Titus.  The 
former  was  born  in  Cumberland,  R.  I.,  January 
8,  1765,  and  was  one  of  the  nine  partners  of  Har- 
ford, Penn.  The  maternal  grandparents  were  John 
and  Lucia  (Roper)  Roper,  natives  of  England,  who 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  from  Massa- 
chusetts. The  maternal  great-grandmother  was 
a Gerry,  and  a descendant  of  the  Gerry,  who  was 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. 

GEORGE  L.  PICKETT.  One  of  the  most 
prominent  lumbermen  and  farmers  of  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  For  more  than  a century  the  Pickett  fam- 
ily has  been  eminent  in  the  history  of  the  county. 

Joab  Pickett,  his  great-grandfather,  a native 
of  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1795,  migrated  to  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  with  his  family  and 
settled  m what  is  now  Rush  township,  building  a 
log  cabin  on  the  Wyalusing  flat  just  north  of  the 
present  Wyalusing  bridge.  He  had  acquired  title 
under  the  Connecticut  claims,  made  many  improve- 
ments, and  stoutly  resisted  the  conflicting  Pennsyl- 
vania title,  to  the  land  he  had  acquired.  He  led  in 
a demonstration  against  Bartlett  Hinds,  who  had 
abandoned  the  Connecticut  claimants,  and  as  a 
result  of  “Pickett’s  war,”  as  it  was  called,  was  in 
1806  arrested  and  fined  $30  and  costs.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  force  of  character  and  prominence  in 
the  pioneer  days  of  the  township.  He  held  various 
local  offices,  and  participated  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  built  at  his  place  on  the  Wyalusing,  the  first 
sawmill  in  Rush  township,  and  besides  milling  and 
farming  was  very  skilful  with  his  rifle,  famous  espe- 
cially as  a “painter”  hunter.  Capt.  Joab  was  twice 
married.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  two  children  : 
Samuel,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  and  Sheldon, 
who  remained  in  Connecticut.  By  his  second  wife, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Capt.  James  Turrell,  of  New 
Milford,  Conn.,  he  had  five  sons  and  five  daughters, 
among  whom  were  the  following : (1)  Daniel,  born 
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in  1804,  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Robinson 
Bolles,  was  an  early  member  of  Rush  Baptist 
Church,  settled  in  Jessup  township  and  was  for 
many  years  justice  of  the  peace.  (2)  Charles  Miner, 
the  first  white  child  born  in  Rush  township,  settled 
in  Jessup  township.  (3)  Orrin,  who  became  blind, 
bur  was  famous  for  the  good  shingles  and  baskets 
which  he  made.  (4)  Anson,  a carpenter  of  Car- 
bondale.  (5)  Almon,  a merchant  in  Rush  and 
afterward  in  Laceyville.  (6)  Polly,  the  only  daugh- 
ter, married  Alanson  Lung,  a farmer  of  Rush. 
Augustus  H.  Lung,  one  of  their  sons,  became  a 
famous  Baptist  divine,  Chaplain  of  the  33rd  N.  Y. 
V.  I.,  from  1862  to  1865,  member  of  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  American  Baptist  Historical  So- 
ciety, N.  J.,  Baptist  Educational  Society,  trustee  of 
Lewisburg  University,  South  Jersey  Institute,  etc. 

Samuel  Pickett,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Litchfield' Co.,  Conn.,  in  1790,  an(-l 
was  five  years  old  when  brought  by  his  father  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  He  was  reared  in 
Rush  township,  settled  in  Auburn  township,  and 
adopted  farming  as  his  vocation  in  life.  He  mar- 
ried Nancy  Avery,  and  to  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children  : Ezekiel  A.  (deceased) ; Avery, 

who  settled  in  Pike  township,  Bradford  county,  and 
lived  there  until  his  death  February  9,  1889,  his 
remains  being  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Beaver 
Meadows;  Orrin,  who  died  in  infancy;  Caroline, 
who  married  James  Sherer,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Mary,  who  first  married  Lewis  Baker,  and,  later, 
David  Rugg,  of  Auburn  township  ; and  Almond  L. 
and  Anson  W.  (twins),  the  former  settling  in  Jessup, 
Penn.,  the  latter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  remain- 
ing in  Susquehanna  county.  Nancy,  wife  of  Samuel 
Pickett,  died  in  1831,  and  for  his  second  wife  Sam- 
uel married  Hannah  Lyons,  a native  of  Unadilla, 
N.  Y.  The  six  children  by  this  marriage  were 
Jefferson  F.,  who  died  in  1896;  Mabel  E.,  who  died 
young;  Lambert  P.,  born  in  Auburn  township, 
March  28,  1839,  a farmer  of  Rush  township;  Or- 
lanto  E.,  of  Laceyville ; Hanford,  who  died  voung ; 
and  Frederick,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township.  Sam- 
uel Pickett  died  March  20,  1877,  aged  eighty-seven 
years.  His  second  wife,  Hannah,  survived  him 
nine  months,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years. 

Anson  W.  Pickett,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  in 
October,  1831.  He  was  reared  in  that  township, 
where  he  remained,  engaged  in  farming  until  1870, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Rush  township. 
Except  for  two  years,  when  he  followed  sawmilling, 
he  was  a farmer.  On  October  3,  1854,  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  Bennett,  who  was  born  June  17,  1836, 
in  Pike  township,  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  daughter 
of  Ferris  and  Nancy  (Black)  Bennett.  Ferris  Ben- 
nett was  born  in  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  on  May  1, 
1801,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Stratton)  Bennett. 
Thomas  Bennett  was  a tailor  by  trade,  and  migrated 
to  Bradford  county.  Nancy  Black,  wife  of  Ferris 
Bennett,  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Alice 


(Wells)  Black,  natives  of  England  and  of  Bradford 
county,  respectively.  Joseph  Black  was  a pioneer 
of  Bradford  county,  where  he  operated  a sawmill 
and  gristmill,  and  also  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  the  owner  of  700  acres  of  land  in  Bradford 
county,  for  which  he  paid  six  cents  an  acre.  To 
Ferris  and  Nanc}^  Bennett  were  born  the  following 
children  : Samuel,  deceased ; Levi,  of  Silvara,  Penn. ; 
Charles,  deceased;  Mahala,  who  married  William 
Whitney,  deceased ; Miles,  a farmer  of  Bradford 
county ; Dimock,  a farmer  of  Bradford  county ; 
Sarah,  mother  of  our  subject;  Jane,  who  married 
George  Peet,  of  Bradford  county ; Rhoda  C.,  who 
married  Asa  Carland,  of  Springville  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; and  Lydia,  who  married  William 
Bradshaw,  and  is  now  deceased.  Ferris  Bennett 
died  May  13,  1890,  aged  eighty-nine  years.  His 
wife  died  in  February,  1872,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 
They  are  buried  in  Beaver  Meadow  Church  ceme- 
tery, Bradford  county.  To  Anson  and  Sarah  (Ben- 
nett) Pickett  were  born  seven  children,  namely : 
Ella,  who  died  in  infancy;  George  L.,  our  subject; 
Minnie,  wife  of  David  Llaney,  a farmer  of  Brad- 
ford county;  Norman,  who  died  in  infancy;  Frank 
A.,  an  extensive  ice  dealer  at  Torrington,  Conn.; 
Merton  K.,  an  ice  dealer,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.; 
and  William  H.,  a druggist  of  Derby,  Conn.  In 
politics  Anson  Pickett  was  a Republican.  He  died 
August  28,  1875,  on  the  farm  in  Rush  township, 
now  occupied  by  his  son,  our  subject,  and  was 
buried  at  Beaver  Meadows,  Bradford  county.  For 
her  second  husband  the  mother  on  September  15, 
1883,  married  Avery  Pickett,  brother  of  her  first 
husband  and  second  son  of  Samuel  and  Nancy 
(Avery)  Pickett. 

George  L.  Pickett,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Dimock  township,  December  3,  1858.  He  was 
reared  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  remained  with 
his  parents  till  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  Clare,  Mich.  There  for  eight  months  he 
worked  on  a farm.  Returning  to  Rush  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  he  worked  on  his  mother’s 
farm  for  four  years,  then  purchased  the  property 
and  has  since  most  successfully  operated  it,  engag- 
ing also  in  lumbering  extensively  for  four  years, 
and  since  continuing  that  business  in  connection 
with  farming. 

In  June,  1883,  Mr.  Pickett  was  married  to  Miss 
Florence  Baker,  who  was  born  in  St.  Catharine’s, 
Canada,  October  16,  1863,  daughter  of  Charles  L. 
and  Harriet  (Granger)  Baker.  Charles  L.  Baker 
was  born  in  Danville,  Union  Co.,  Penn.,  July  2, 
1839,  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Shrout)  Baker. 
George  Baker  was  a stone  mason  by  trade,  and  died 
in  1845  °n  a farm  at  Danville,  Penn.,  where  the’ 
asylum  now  stands.  His  wife  died  in  Union  county, 
Penn.,  in  i860.  Charles  L.  Baker  was  but  six 
years  old  when  his  father  died.  He  was  reared 
among  relatives  and  acquired  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
He  was  married  November  20,  1862,  at  Niagara 
Falls  to  Harriet  Granger,  who  was  born  in  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  April  17,  1844,  daughter  of  Henry 
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and  Elizabeth  (Melhuish)  Granger,  natives  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county  and  of  England 
respectively,  the  mother  coming  with  her  parents 
to  Susquehanna  county  when  two  and  one-half 
years  of  age.  In  1867  Charles  L.  Baker  came  to 
Rush  township,  purchasing  a sawmill,  which  he 
operated  until  1885.  He  then  sold  the  property  and 
has  since  engaged  in  farming  in  'connection  with  his 
trade.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican.  To  Charles 
and  Harriet  Baker  were  born  five  children,  namely  : 
Florence  M.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Fanny  E.,  de- 
ceased ; Henry  H.,  a farmer  of  Rush  township ; 
Laura  B.,  wife  of  Ernest  Melhuish,  a farmer  of  Sus- 
quehanna county;  and  Grace  V.,  at  home. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pickett  have  been  born  six 
children,  namely;  Archie  W.,  Fanny  E.,  Bessie, 
May,  Ethel  and  Howard  W.  Mr.  Pickett  is  a Re- 
publican in  politics.  He  has  served  as  township 
clerk  for  two  terms  and  as  school  director  for  one 
term.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Grange, 
and  himself  and  family  are  active  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  for  the  past  three 
years  he  has  officiated  as  elder.  He  is  progressive 
in  his  business  methods,  and  possesses  those  ster- 
ling traits  of  industry  and  thrift,  which,  combined 
with  his  good  judgment  in  farming,  have  paved  the 
way  to  his  success.  He  is  a leading  citizen  of  the 
township,  and  one  also  who  commands  the  friend- 
ship and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

JOHN  HILBORN,  a prosperous  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  in  June,  1826,  on  his  present  farm, 
and  belongs  to  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
respected  families  of  the  county — one  that  has  taken 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  its  upbuilding  and 
development. 

Mr.  Hilborn’s  grandfather,  John  Hilborn,  a 
native  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  as  early  as  1791  (he  and  his  wife  mak- 
ing the  journey  from  Stroudsburg  on  horseback), 
and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  his  section. 
Here  he  acted  as  land  agent  for  Henry  Drinker,  of 
Philadelphia,  for  many  years.  He  located  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Susquehanna  river  in  Harmony 
township,  where  he  became  the  owner  of  a large 
amount  of  land,  and  cleared  and  improved  a good 
farm  there,  erecting  thereon  good  and  substantial 
buildings.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  in- 
fluential men  of  his  community.  He  was  a devout 
Christian,  a member  of  the  Friends  Church,  and 
died  in  that  faith  in  1826  on  his  farm  in  Harmony 
township,  at  the  good  old  age  of  ninety-four  years. 
Living  up  to  the  tenets  of  his  creed,  he  would  not 
quarrel  with  the  Indians,  though  they  took  him 
prisoner,  carried  him  to  Canada,  and  sold  him. 
Having  worked  out  his  freedom,  he  returned  to 
his  home  in  Harmony,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  enjoying  the  good  will  and 
respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife  survived 
him  a number  of  years,  dying  in  1848.  To  them 
were  born  five  children,  namely:  William,  born 


in  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  lived  for  some  years  in 
Harmony  township,  then  moved  to  near  Montrose, 
and  later  to  New  York  State,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred; Jesse  died,  unmarried,  in  Unadilla,  N.  Y. ; 
Mary  wedded  Robert  McCune,  and  settled  on  the 
old  homestead ; Hannah  married  Warren  Bird,  and 
after  living  in  several  different  places  finally  located 
in  Oakland,  where  they  died;  John,  father  of  our 
subject,  completes  the  family. 

John  Hilborn  was  born  in  Harmony  township, 
and  acquired  a limited  education  in  the  local 
schools.  In  1819  he  married  Miss  Sallie  Bidwell,. 
of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  began  their  do- 
mestic life  in  Oakland  township,  on  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  our  subject.  The  father 
cleared  a large  portion  of  this  tract,  and  erected 
thereon  a good  residence  and  also  a barn,  part  of 
which  is  still  standing.  Here  he  made  his  home 
until  called  to  his  final  rest,  in  1843,  and  his  wife 
died  there  in  1833.  They  were  earnest  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 
In  their  family  were  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  all  born  on  the  home  farm  in  Oak- 
land township.  Samuel,  who  never  married,  made 
his  home  in  Towanda,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  died  ; Martha  H.,  unmarried,  resides  in  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y. ; John,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the 
family ; Bidwell,  who  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
was  reared  by  a Mr.  Reynolds,  of  Brooklyn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  died  unmarried ; David, 
lived  with  his  uncle  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and. 
was  killed  when  a young  man,  a tree  falling  on  him  ;. 
Rachel  J.  after  the  death  of  her  mother  was  sent  to 
New  York,  where  she  was  educated  and  remained 
through  life. 

In  1834,  after  his  mother’s  death,  our  subject 
went  to  live  with  Samuel  Everts,  in  Broome  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  attended  school  in  Conklin,  that 
county.  When  a young  man  he  worked  in  a foun- 
dry at  Windsor,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
molder,  following  same  for  one  and  a half  years. 
Previous  to  his  marriage  he  became  heir,  by  his 
grandfather’s  will,  of  his  father’s  old  homestead, 
and  to  its  further  improvement  and  cultivation  he 
has  since  devoted  his  energies  with  marked  suc- 
cess, now  owning  one  of  the  finest  farms  of  Oak- 
land township,  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

In  1850  Mr.  Hilborn  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
L.  Heath,  a daughter  of  Major  and  Phila  (Stow) 
Heath,  of  Windsor,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  she 
was  educated.  Her  father  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heath  had  a family  of 
eleven  children,  in  which  Mrs.  Hilborn  was  the 
oldest  daughter.  The  second  daughter,  Maria  A., 
married  William  Still,  and  had  one  daughter,  Eva. 
Three  sons  died  when  young,  the  other  six  still 
surviving,  as  follows:  (1)  R.  Ogden  is  married, 

and  resides  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (2)  Alva  is  also 
a resident  of  that  city.  (3)  Morgan  married  Jo- 
sephine Johnston,  by  whom  he  has  children,  and 
thev  live  in  Union,  N.  Y.  (4)  Levi  is  married,  and 
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makes  his  home  in  Binghamton.  (5)  T.  O.,  born 
in  Broome  county,  received  a good  education  in  the 
schools  at  Union  Centre,  and  when  a young  man 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wooden  toys.  For 
a number  of  years  he  was  manager  of  the  noted 
toy  works  at  Bainbridge,  N.  Y.,  and  he  is  now  a 
stockholder  in  and  manager  of  the  Clearfield  Toy 
Works,  his  home,  being  in  Clearfield  county,  Penn., 
where  he  owns  a fine  residence.  He  married  Ida 
Seism,  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  their  children 
are  Ada,  wife  of  Ross  Hays,  of  Clearfield  county ; 
Glenn,  who  married  Bell  Midway,  of  New  Fork 
State,  and  is  now  employed  in  the  toy  works  at 
Clearfield ; Henry,  also  married,  and  residing  in 
Clearfield ; Hattie,  twin  sister  of  Henry,  married 
to  George  Blake,  of  New  York  State,  and  living  in 
Binghamton  ; May,  who  died  in  childhood  ; Arthur, 
a professional  nurse,  living  in  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
Myron,  living  in  Clearfield ; and  Clellen,  who  was 
born  at  that  place.  (6)  Edwin,  the  youngest 
brother  of  Mrs.  Hilborn,  is  married  and  lives  in 
Union,  New  York. 

Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Hilborn  have  a family  of  six 
children:  (1)  Charles,  born  in  January,  1851,  mar- 
ried Eliza  Blessing,  and  lives  in  Binghamton.  Their 
children  are  John  R.,  Bernice,  Elizabeth  and  Mar- 
garet. (2)  Francis  H.,  born  in  December,  1852, 
married  Lucy  B.  Elwood,  of  Kansas,  where  they 
make  their  home.  Their  children  are  Lillian  and 
Lesley.  (3)  Albert,  born  in  December,  1854,  aids 
in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm.  (4)  Alva,  born 
in  January,  1857,  married  in  Kansas,  and  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  farming  there.  His  children 
are  Delbert,  Elnora  and  Scora  E.  (5)  William, 
born  in  June,  i860,  married  Lizzie  Leaderman,  of 
Lanesboro,  Penn.,  and  now  makes  his  home  in 
Western  Kansas.  He  has  six  daughters,  Ella,  Lucy 
M.,  Daisy  D.,  Ethel  V.,  Elnora  and  Blanche.  (6) 
Elnora  L.,  born  in  September,  1863,  is  the  wife  of 
Marcellus  Skinner,  a farmer  of  Susquehanna,  and 
they  have  four  children,  Marcellus,  Helen  M., 
Gladys  E.  and  Albert.  Mr.  Hilborn  has  every 
reason  to  feel  that  “He  that  getteth  a good  wife 
obtaineth  favour  of  the  Lord,”  for  Mrs.  Hilborn  has 
proved  a most  efficient  helpmeet.  For  many  years, 
in  addition  to  her  other  domestic  duties,  she  spun 
thirty  pounds  of  wool  a year,  and  some  years 
twelve  pounds  of  flax,  to  make  cloth  for  the  family, 
making  most  of  the  garments  required  for  the  six 
children,  and  her  never-failing  encouragement  and 
industry  have  been  no  small  factor  in  her  husband’s 
success. 

Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilborn  are  iden- 
tified with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
His  fellow  citizens,  recognizing  his  worth  and 
ability,  have  often  called  him  to  office,  and  he  has 
most  capably  served  as  supervisor  of  Oakland  town- 
ship  (for  eleven  years),  school  director,  auditor  and 
town  clerk.  He  is  well-informed,  has  been  an  ob- 
server and  student  of  men,  and  also  has  a thorough 
knowledge  of  general  affairs  in  this  and  other 


countries.  He  is  especially  interested  in  political 
questions  and  the  leading  issues  of  the  day.  He  is  I 
a farmer  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  having 
made  a thorough  study  of  agriculture  in  its  various 
departments. 

As  above  stated,  Mr.  Hilborn  lived  during  his 
youth  at  the  home  of  Samuel  Everts,  and  the  latter's 
mother,  then  about  ninety  years  of  age,  often  told 
him  stories  of  Revolutionary  times  and  disturbances 
with  the  Indians  at  her  early  home,  near  Albany, 

N.  Y.  There  were  also  veterans  of  the  Revolution 
and  war  of  1812  living  in  the  vicinity,  who  at  politi- 
cal gatherings,  etc.,  were  always  accorded  a place 
of  honor,  so  that  there  was  much  in  our  subject’s 
early  life  to  arouse  the  martial  spirit  within  him. 
But  he  has  always  respected  the  peaceful  faith  of  his 
Quaker  grandsire,  and  as  an  earnest  student  of  the 
New  Testament  has  ever  found  the  best  of  reasons 
for  the  faith  that  is  in  him — to  do  violence  to  no 
man,  to  follow  the  Golden  Rule,  to  overcome  evil 
with  good,  and  to  be  generous  to  enemies.  How- 
ever, he  believes  that,  if  a wrong  has  gained  footing 
in  a community  or  nation,  good  men  should  unite 
to  subdue  it,  and  though  he  grieved  much  for  the 
suffering  and  loss  of  life  caused  by  the  Civil  war, 
he  served  during  the  final  year  of  the  struggle,  en- 
listing September  1,  1864,  in  the  137th  N.  Y.  V.  I. 
He  was  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Thomas  in  the 
Southwest  for  the  most  part,  and  was  in  the  de- 
fense at  Nashville  when  the  last  great  battle  was 
fought  between  the  armies  of  Hood  and  Thomas, 
December  14-15,  1864,  though  lie  took  no  part 
in  the  fighting.  He  returned  home  June  19,  1865. 

LAYTON  B.  GREEN.  It  is  not  an  uncom- 
mon experience  for  a young  man  who  has  gone 
out  from  his  farm  home  into  the  world,  to  engage 
in  various  vocations,  to  return  after  a few  years  and 
settle  down  upon  the  farm.  The  independence  and 
wholesome  environment  of  agricultural  life  is  thus 
best  appreciated.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  an 
enterprising  and  prosperous  young  farmer  of 
Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  reared 
in  Lenox  township.  He  experienced  town  and  city 
life  for  a few  years,  but  only  to  restore  him  to  the 
normal  view  of  the  farm.  Mr.  Green  was  born  in 
Lenox  township,  June  7,  1861,  son  of  Gardner  and 
Eunice  (Wescott)  Green. 

Gardner  Green,  the  father,  was  born  in  Ston- 
ington,  R.  I.,  in  1825,  son  of  Clark  Green,  a farmer, 
whose  five  children  were  as  follows : Layton,  who 
lived  for  a time  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  died 
in  the  East ; Burrell,  who  died  in  Rhode  Island ; 
Gardner,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Cynthia,  who 
married  Charles  Carpenter,  of  Lackawanna  county ; 
and  Amy,  who  married  Waldo  Place,  of  Providence, 

R.  I.  Gardner  Green  married,  in  Rhode  Island, 
Eunice  Wescott,  and  soon  after  removed  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  purchasing  125  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Lenox  township.  This  he  sold,  and  purchasing 
another  tract,  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  clear- 
ing of  the  land.  He  died  in  Lenox  township,  in 
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August,  1894,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  His  wife  died 
in  June,  1895,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  was  elected  to  many 
of  the  local  offices,  including  those  of  supervisor, 
township  treasurer,  auditor,  school  director  and 
poor  master.  His  family  consisted  of  the  following 
ten  children  : Eunice,  who  died  in  infancy ; Will- 

iam, who  enlisted  March  28,  1864,  in  Battery  A, 
1st  Penn.  Light  Artillery,  was  wounded,  cap- 
tured, and  died  May  30,  1865  ; Susan,  wife  of  George 
Jerauld,  of  Lenox  township  ; Fred,  a farmer  of 
Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county ; Ray, 
who  left  home  in  1888,  and  has  not  since  been  heard 
from;  Amy,  wife  of  Wallace  Patterson,  of  Lacka- 
wanna county;  Lottie,  wife  of  William  Giles,  of 
Lenox  township;  Layton  B.,  our  subject;  Charles, 
a clerk  at  Waverly,  Lackawanna  county ; and  Mary, 
a nurse  at  Waverly. 

Layton  B.  Green  remained  on  the  farm  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  He  was 
then  engaged  as  a street  car  conductor  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  for  two  years,  and  for  two  years 
was  shipping  clerk  for  the  Parlor  City  Furniture 
Company,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 

On  December  25,  1881,  he  was  married  in 
Lenox  township  to  Miss  Nora  Kintner,  who  was 
born  June  22,  1863,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elsie 
(Hartley)  Kintner,  early  settlers  of  Susquehanna 
county.  Daniel  Kintner  was  born  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  October  4,  1814.  He  married,  in  Lenox 
township,  Elsie  Hartley,  who  was  born  February 
4,  1823,  daughter  of  Mark  and  Elizabeth  (Payne) 
Hartley,  and  granddaughter  of  Mark  Hartley,  Sr., 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  prominent  settlers  of 
Susquehanna  county,  who  located  in  Brooklyn  in 
1792,  several  years  later  removing  to  Lenox. 
Daniel  Kintner  died  May  17,  1897,  aged  eighty- 
two  years.  His  widow,  now  aged  seventy-seven 
years,  lives  at  Great  Bend.  To  Daniel  and  Elsie 
Kintner  came  the  following  children  : Ephraim  E., 
born  March  15,  1848,  who  died  October  15,  1851 ; 
Samuel,  born  November  28,  1849,  wh°  died  Jan- 
uary 16,  1873;  Alma  L.,  born  September  18,  1851, 
who  died  July  5,  1878;  Charles  E.,  born  May  24, 
1853,  a resident  of  Scranton;  Henry  S.,  born  June 

1 7,  1855,  who  died  in  1894;  Myra  E.,  born  January 
27,  1858,  wife  of  Alfred  Jones,  of  Erie,  Penn.; 
Nettie  J.,  born  March  17,  i860,  wife  of  Colon 
Snover,  of  Great  Bend ; Nora  L.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; and  Silas  D.,  born  August  24,  1868,  a resident 
of  Binghamton,  New  York. 

To  Layton  B.  and  Nora  Green  have  been  born 
the  following  children : Arthur  M.,  born  February 

18,  1883  ; Leta  R.  and  Lloyd  R.  (twins),  born  Apnl 
26,  1884;  Murral  L.,  born  July  14.  1885  ; Edna  J4., 
born  December  7,  1891  ; Mildred  N.,  born  Novem- 
ber 6,  1896;  and  Harold  L.,  born  October  31,  1898. 
Mr.  Green  owns  a well-improved  farm  of  105  acres, 
and  is  engaged  in  general  and  dairy  farming.  Him- 
self and  wife  are  prominent  members  of  Lenox 
Grange  at  Glenwood.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch 
Republican.  He  is  recognized  as  an  influential  and 
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progressive  farmer,  ranking  among  the  successful 
agriculturists  of  the  township. 

WILLIAM  J.  CAREY  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  New  Milford  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  his  fine  farm  of  100  acres  is 
managed  with  the  skill  and  success  which  betoken 
the  scientific  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Carey  was  born  August  29,  1848,  in  Sus- 
sex county,  N.  J.,  where  his  ancestors  settled  at  an 
early  day.  John  Carey,  his  father,  was  also  a na- 
tive of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  he  followed 
farming  for  many  years,  and  was  employed  for 
some  time  in  a slate  quarry.  He  died  there  in  1856, 
aged  forty-six  years,  his  remains  being  interred  in 
the  local  cemetery.  His  wife,  Julia  (Miner),  a native 
of  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn.,  died  on  Snake  creek,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  in  1874,  aged  seventy-six  years, 
and  was  buried  in  a cemetery  in  Dimock  township. 
They  had  children  as  follows : Frederick,  de- 

ceased, formerly  a resident  of  Birchardville,  Penn. ; 
Cornelius  and  Barnabuth,  farmers  at  South  Mont- 
rose, Penn.;  Sarah,  who  married  James  Valentine, 
a farmer  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; Mary,  widow  of  Harrison  Daugherty,  a 
farmer  in  Bridgewater  township;  and  William  J., 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  was  but  a boy  when  he  lost  his 
father,  and  in  1865  he  accompanied  his  mother  and 
brother  Cornelius  to  a new  home  at  Jersey  Hill, 
Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  re- 
mained there  but  a short  time,  however,  later  re- 
siding three  years  at  Elk  Lake,  three  years  at 
Wyaiusing  Creek,  one  year  at  South  Montrose,  and 
one  year  in  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
returning  thence  to  Wyaiusing.  After  a year  he 
removed  to  Forest  Lake,  where  he  spent  two  years, 
and  he  also  spent  three  years  at  Birchardville,  and 
ten  years  in  Bridgewater  township,  before  locating 
at  his  present  farm,  in  1892.  His  wide  experience 
and  observation  give  him  a decided  advantage  in 
methods,  and  his  farm  shows  the  results  of  well 
directed  work.  In  politics  Mr.  Carey  is  a Repub- 
lican, but  he  does  not  aspire  to  official  rewards. 
Socially  he  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed,  and 
he  belongs  to  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  at  New  Milford. 

On  October  15,  1870,  Mr.  Carey  was  married 
at  Montrose,  to  Miss  Della  Dutcher,  and  four  chil- 
dren have  blessed  the  union.  Harry  is  at  home ; 
Charles,  who  married  Miss  Anna  Chamberlain,  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  New  Milford  township  ; Miss 
MayJand  Miss  Reba  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Carey  is  a 
native  of  Silver  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, born  July  11,  1853,  an<i  is  a member  of  a well- 
known  family.  Her  father,  William  Dutcher,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  married  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Maria 
Frayer,  a native  of  the  latter  county.  In  1848  they 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  settling  in  Auburn 
township,  and  later  they  resided  in  Franklin,  Rush, 
Bridgewater  and  Forest  Lake  townships,  Mr. 
Dutcher  being  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  died  in 
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the  latter  locality  April  24,  1875,  aged  seventy-five 
years.  His  wife,  who  survived  him,  removed  to 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  August  26,  1898,  to  make  her 
home  with  a daughter,  and  her  death  occurred  there 
February  2,  1899,  when  she  was  aged  eighty-six 
years.  Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  their  remains  rest  in 
the  burial  ground  at  Montrose.  Mrs.  Carey  is  the 
youngest  of  a family  of  eleven  children : (1) 

Stephen  is  a farmer  in  New  York  State.  (2)  Albert 
is  a farmer  in  New  Milford  township.  (3)  Harriet 
married  Franklin  Allen,  and  died  in  Bridgewater 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  (4)  Almira  died  in 
infancy.  (5)  Nancy  Jane,  widow  of  Wilford 
Thayer,  resides  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (6)  William 
L.  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Rebellion,  and  died  in 
1865.  (7)  Emma,  a resident  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship, is  the  widow  of  Patrick  Colter,  who  met  a 
soldier’s  death  during  the  Civil  war.  (8)  Ruby 
A.,  widow  of  Daniel  Warner,  resides  in  New  Mil- 
ford township.  (9)  Mary  married  Barret  Robinson, 
a farmer  in  Bridgewater  township.  (10)  Andrew 
Fillmore,  a well-known  agriculturist  of  New  Mil- 
ford township,  was  born  at  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.,  Jan- 
uary 12,  1851,  and  was  married  March  20,  1872,  at 
Montrose,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Herring.  They  have 
two  sons,  Frederick  A.  (a  member  of  a Pennsyl- 
vania regiment,  who  served  in  the  Cuban  war),  and 
Byron  L. 

Vv  ILLIAM  C.  LONG.  Everyone  in  Monroe 
county  knows  or  has  heard  of  “Grandfather”  Long. 
His  name  is  mentioned  familiarly,  but  only  in  terms 
of  respect  and  kindness,  for  his  character  is  such 
as  to  demand  both  recognition  and  esteem.  He 
has  been  a notable  man  in  his  generation,  and  his 
life,  thanks  to  a good  constitution  and  to  care,  has 
been  spared  long  past  the  allotted  span  of  three- 
score years  and  ten. 

Mr.  Long  was  born  in  Stroudsburg,  Monroe 
Co.,  Penn.,  in  October,  1810,  son  of  William  and 
Mary  (Armstrong)  Long,  both  natives  of  North- 
ampton county,  and  grandson  of  John  Long,  also 
a native  of  Northampton  county,  who  was  an  officer 
in  the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolutionarv 
war.  He  also  served  with  his  son  Peter  in  the  war 
of  1812.  Peter  Long  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Lundy’s  Lane,  and  was  there  seriously  wounded,  a 
ball  striking  him  on  the  forehead.  He  was  thought 
to  have  been  killed,  one  of  the  soldiers  remarking 
that  the  best  man  in  the  regiment  was  gone.  On 
coming  to  he  crawled  on  his  hands  and  knees  to 
a long  pile  of  rails,  behind  which  he  hid  himself  for 
a time.  When  he  emerged  from  his  hiding  place 
he  was  seen  by  a British  officer,  and  on  asking  for 
quarter  was  promised  protection  and  an  escort  to 
camp  if  he  would  surrender.  On  the  way  to  camp 
the  officer  asked  him  his  name,  and  what  part  he  j 
came  from.  Finding  his  name  was  Long,  he  asked  ! 
him  if  he  had  any  brothers,  and  what  their  names  ] 
were,  and  on  receiving  the  information  said:  "L>  ll 
you  know  we  are  brothers?”  The  ball  did  no 


penetrate  his  skull,  passing  between  the  skin  and 
bone  to  the  back  of  the  head,  and  he  carried  it  for 
a number  of  years,  finally  going  to  a hospital  to 
have  it  removed. 

John  Long,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
had  children  as  follows,  all  born  in  Northampton 
county:  (1)  John,  who  migrated  to  Canada,  and 

died  unmarried.  (2)  William,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. (3)  Daniel,  who  married  and  lived  for  many 
years  in  Northampton  county,  then  moved  near 
Wilkesbarre,  where  he  died,  leaving  a family.  (4) 
Henry,  who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  near  Dela- 
ware Water  Gap.  (5)  Abram,  who  married  and 
settled  in  Northampton  county,  where  he  died,  leaAr- 
ing  a family,  now  well  represented  in  that  county. 
(6)  Katie,  who  married  a Mr.  Rundels,  of  Wayne 
county.  (7)  Sallie,  who  married  James  Goodwin, 
and  settled  at  Lackawaxen,  Penn.  (8)  Peggy,  who 
married  Thomas  Bush,  and  settled  in  Paradise 
township,  where  he  died.  (9)  Betsy,  who  married 
William  Staples,  and  settled  near  Spragueville, 
Stroud  township,  where  both  died.  (10)  Peter, 
who  settled  near  Lackawaxen.  (11)  Joseph,  the 
brother  he  met  at  Lundy’s  Lane,  who  early  in  life 
had  gone  to  Canada. 

William  Long,  the  father  of  our  subject,  after 
his  marriage  settled  at  Delaware  Water  Gap,  where 
he  worked  for  some  time  at  the  millwright’s  trade. 
He  moved  to  Stroudsburg,  and  later  purchased 
teams  and  engaged  in  teaming  between  Philadel- 
phia and  Pittsburg,  then  known  as  Fort  Pitt.  He 
had  charge  of  the  teams  of  Thomas  & Bell,  who 
were  engaged  in  carting  freight  between  those  two 
cities,  and  was  frequently  three  months  in  making 
the  trip.  William  Long  moved  to  Price  township 
in  1838  or  1840.  Purchasing  a home  and  lot,  he 
followed  the  millwright’s  trade,  building  a num- 
ber of  sawmills  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Price  township  in  1861, 
leaving  his  faithful  wife,  who  had  bravely  and  un- 
complainingly shared  with  him  the  hardships  of 
their  earlier  life,  and  eight  children,  six  sons  and 
two  daughters,  as  follows:  (1)  John  died  when  a 

young  man.  (2)  Abram  moved  to  Ohio,  near  New 
London,  and  acquired  considerable  property.  He 
died  from  the  effects  of  injuries  received  in  a rail- 
way accident,  leaving  a family.  (3)  William  C.  is 
our  subject.  (4)  Daniel  married  Sarah  Price, 
daughter  of  ’Squire  Price,  of  Price  township,  set- 
tled in  Stroud  township,  and  there  died.  (5) 
Thomas  married  a Miss  Ransberry,  and  died  at 
Wilkesbarre,  leaving  a family.  (6)  Lewis  married 
Elizabeth  Peters,  and  died  in  Price  township,  his 
widow  now  living  at  Wilkesbarre.  (7)  Peggy  first 
married  John  R.  Price,  of  Price  township,  and  after 
his  death  wedded  Joseph  Hinkler,  of  Pocono,  where 
they  still  reside.  (8)  Mary  married  William  Carey, 
of  Easton,  and  settled  in  Wilkesbarre,  where  her 
husband  died,  and  where  she  now  lives  with  her 
family. 

William  C.  Long,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  in 
his  early  life  worked  with  his  father  for  a number 
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of  years  at  the  millwright’s,  trade.  In  1835  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Ann  Price,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Jane  Price,  of  Price  township.  Pie  settled  on 
Broadage  creek,  in  that  township,  and  for  three 
years  followed  lumbering  and  the  manufacture  of 
sawed  lumber.  In  1838  he  purchased  a tract  of 
wild  land  in  Barrett  township,  and  in  the  woods 
began  to  clear  up  a home  for  himself,  erecting  build- 
ings, planting  an  orchard,  clearing  some  twenty- 
five  acres,  and  making  general  improvements. 
Upon  this  farm  Mr.  Long  continued  to  reside  until 
after  the  death  of  his  worthy  wife,  who  passed  away 
in  1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  The 
home  farm  is  now  owned  by  his  son  William,  and 
Mr.  Long  resides  with  his  children  in  different 
parts  of  the  township. 

Of  his  six  children,  five  daughters  and  one 
son:  (1)  Emaline,  the  eldest,  born  in  1842,  mar- 

ried Lex  Morris,  of  Frenchtown,  N.  J.,  and  has 
four  children — Mary,  Clement,  Minnie  and  William. 

(2)  Margaret  J.  is  the  wife  of  William  Caslar,  of 
Paradise,  and  their  children  are  Edward,  Etta, 
Laura,  Amelia,  Ella,  Alvin,  George  and  Frederick. 

(3)  Aminda  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Case  and  has  five 
children — George,  William,  Anna,  Ida  and  Arthur. 

(4)  Mary  E.,  born  in  Barrett  township,  in  1851, 
married  Philip  Bush,  of  Barrett  township,  and  has 
three  children — Anne,  Nellie  and  Mary.  (5)  Ellen 
is  the  wife  of  John  Hanna,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and 
has  five  children — Jennie,  George,  William,  Daisy 
and  Lizzie. 

William  A.  Long,  the  only  son  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Barrett  township  in  1858,  and 
assisted  his  father  in  clearing  up  the  old  home 
farm,  in  his  youth  attending  the  district  schools 
during  the  winter  months.  In  October,  1884,  he 
married  Miss  Maggie  Mackey,  daughter  of  John 
and  Ellen  (Holland)  Mackey,  prominent  residents 
of  Paradise  township.  John  Mackey  was  born  in 
Ireland  in  1838,  and  when  a boy  emigrated  to  New 
York,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  in  the  home 
of  his  sister.  In  that  city  he  married  Ellen  Holland, 
also  a native  of  Ireland,  who  had  emigrated  to 
America  when  a child,  and  she  received  in  New 
York  City  a high-school  education.  In  July,  1868, 
John  Mackey  and  family  removed  from  New  York 
to  Mt.  Pocono,  where  for  a number  of  years  he 
was  employed  as  section  boss  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad.  Later  he  was 
watchman  at  the  Paradise  tunnel.  He  died 
in  November,  1878,  a little  more  than  a year  after 
his  wife  passed  away,  leaving  three  small  children, 
Maggie,  Annie  and  Marv,  the  first  named  being 
now  the  wife  of  William  A.  Long.  Annie,  born  in 
1869,  is  the  wife  of  Owen  Decker,  formerly  of 
Canadensis,  now  of  Yardville,  N.  J.,  and  has  five 
children — Pearl,  Raymond,  Andrew  J.,  Maggie  L. 
and  Jesse.  Mary,  born  in  1865,  is  now  a resident  of 
Philadelphia.  To  William  A.  and  Maggie  (Mackey) 
Long  have  been  born  three  children — Charles,  An- 
nie and  Frank. 

Our  subject  is  the  grandfather  of  a number 


of  bright  boys  and  girls,  and  also  numbers  among 
his  descendants  four  great-grandchildren.  Ray 
Fritz  and  Minnie  Fritz,  of  Lumberville,  Penn.; 
Minnie  Hunt,  of  Lumberville ; and  Laura  Smith, 
of  Paradise.  Politically,  William  C.  Long  has  al- 
ways been  identified  with  the  old  Democratic  party. 
His  first  vote  was  cast  for  Andrew  Jackson,  at  the 
election  to  his  first  term  in  the  Presidency.  He 
has  held  many  local  offices,  including  those  of 
school  director,  supervisor,  etc.  Early  in  their 
married  life,  Mr.  Long  and  his  wife  became  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he 
contributes  liberally  to  its  support,  remaining  a 
devout  and  consistent  adherent  of  that  faith.  Al- 
though our  subject  is  now  in  the  eventide  of  life, 
his  mind  retains  the  vigor  and  strength  of  earlier 
years.  He  has  been  a man  of  broad  intellect  and 
observation,  and  he  recalls  many  of  the  stirring 
incidents  which  occurred  in  the  early  years  of  the 
century,  incidents  of  brave  struggle  by  his  parents 
and  their  people.  He  has  been  honest  and  upright 
in  character,  and  by  his  uniform  fair  dealing  with 
his  fellow  men  has  endeared  himself  in  the  hearts 
of  his  many  friends.  The  worthy  lesson  of  his  life 
has  been  inculcated  in  his  children,  who  now  well 
represent  in  their  active  life  the  sterling  teachings 
of  his  long  and  useful  life. 

GEORGE  T.  McKEEBY  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  enterprising  business  men  of  Jessup 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  farming,  and  also  acts 
as  agent  for  A.  B.  Farquir,  of  York,  Penn.,  handling 
farm  implements,  and  for  the  Champion  and  Buck- 
eye mowers  and  binders.  He  was  born  at  his  pres- 
ent home,  February  5,  1852,  and  is  a representative 
of  one  of  the  prominent  and  highly  respected  fam- 
ilies of  the  county. 

His  parents,  James  B.  and  Sarah  E.  (Shay) 
McKeeby,  are  both  natives  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
the  former  born  April  8,  1824,  the  latter  April  19, 
1834,  and  there  they  were  united  in  marriage  in 
November,  1850.  The  father  is  now  one  of  the 
leading  and  representative  farmers  of  Jessup  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  owning  and  operating 
a farm  adjoining  that  on  which  our  subject  now 
lives.  He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  most  creditably  and  efficiently  served 
as  poormaster  and  supervisor  in  his  township.  The 
children  born  to  him  and  his  wife  are  George  T., 
our  subject;  Margaret  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
six  years  ; and  Benjamin,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  William  and 
Margaret  McKeeby,  were  also  natives  of  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  whence  they  removed  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  in  1833,  locating  in  Dimock 
township.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  died  in  1851,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-nine 
years,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  in  November, 
1868,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years  and  six 
months,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Fair- 
dale  cemetery.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
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Mathew,  Dennis,  Richard  and  John,  all  deceased; 
James  B.,  father  of  our  subject ; Benjamin,  a farmer 
of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Catura,  deceased  wife  of 
Jacob  Smith;  Betsy,  wife  of  Adam  Ace,  of  lunk- 
hannock,  Penn. ; Jane,  deceased  wife  of  Dira  Shay  ; 
Catherine,  who  married  Levi  Cooper,  and  both  are 
now  deceased ; Eleanor,  who  first  married  James 
Faurot  and  second  Nathan  Burdick;  Mary,  de- 
ceased; and  Arminda,  wife  of  James  Shay,  of  Di- 
mock, Susquehanna  county.  Our  subject’s  maternal 
grandparents,  Benjamin  and  Jane  (Writer)  Shay, 
were  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  January,  1835,  spending  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  in  Jessup  township.  The  grandfather 
was  quite  a prominent  farmer,  and  held  a number 
of  township  offices.  He  died  February  13,  1877, 
aged  seventy-five  years,  his  wife  in  1888,  aged 
eighty.  To  them  were  born  the  following  children  : 
Dennis,  John,  Elizabeth,  David,  Sarah  (mother  of 
our  subject),  Aaron  Writer,  Mary,  and  Evaline. 

Although  born  on  his  present  farm,  George  T. 
McKeeby  was  only  a year  old  when  the  family  re- 
moved to  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
sold  their  farm.  A year  later  the  father  purchased 
another  farm  in  Jessup  township,  near  Fairdale,  on 
which  he  made  his  home  for  six  years ; then  owned 
and  operated  a farm  at  New  Milford  for  eight  years  ; 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  bought  his  present  farm, 
adjoining-  that  of  our  subject.  George  T.  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  various  removals,  re- 
maining with  them  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self as  a farmer  and  located  upon  his  present  place. 

On  January  24,  1872,  at  New  Milford,  Mr. 
McKeeby  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elmira 
F.  Bennett,  and  to>  them  have  been  born  the  follow- 
ing children  : Margaret  M.,  now  the  wife  of  William 
J.  Cronk,  a farmer  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; Brittan,  who  married  Mary  McKeeby  and 
resides  in  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Frank  and  Harry,  at  home;  Ella,  wife  of 
Ernest  Emmons,  a farmer  of  Dimock  township, 
Susquehanna  county;  Edith,  at  home;  and  Ethel, 
who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  McKeeby  was  born  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  September  6,  1851,  a daugh- 
ter of  Enos  6.  and  Orpha  (De  Pue)  Bennett,  also 
natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1868,  and"  spent  five  years  in  Jessup 
township.  They  then  removed  to  Scranton,  Penn., 
and  later  to  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  where  they  now 
reside.  The  father,  who  is  a retired  wagonmaker, 
was  born  in  September,  1827,  a son  of  John  and 
Christiana  (Davenport)  Bennett,  who  were  born  in 
New  Jersey  and  spent  their  last  days  in  the  West. 
The  mother  was  born  in  May,  1832,  a daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Fanetta  (Rutan)  De  Pue,  farming 
people,  who  were  also  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and 
passed  their  last  days  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  Mrs.  McKeeby  is  the  younger  in  a family  of 
two  children,  the  other  being  Josephine,  wife  of  I. 
A.  Reichardt,  a clerk  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
Coal  Company  at  Scranton,  Penn.  The  Demo- 


cratic party  has  always  found  in  Mr.  McKeeby 
a staunch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  has 
ever  taken  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
local  politics.  In  November,  1890,  he  was  elected 
commissioner  of  Susquehanna  county,  a position  he 
most  capably  filled  for  six  years,  having  been  re- 
elected in  1893 ; and  he  has  also  served  as  constable 
thirteen  years ; collector  fourteen  years,  and  school 
director  five  years.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  at  one  time  was  also  connected  with 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 

L.  G.  SIMMONS,  the  able  and  popular  bur- 
gess of  Hallstead,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a man 
whose  sterling  qualities  of  character  have  been  strict- 
ly shown  both  in  private  and  public  life.  For  more 
than  twenty-eight  years  he  has  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  R.  R., 
in  a responsible  position,  and  at  present  he  is  serv- 
ing as  engineer.  As  a citizen  he  has  always  been 
active  in  the  progressive  movements  of  his  locality, 
and  nine  years  of  service  as  councilman  was  fol- 
lowed, in  1897,  by  his  election  as  presiding  officer 
of  his  borough.  He  was  born  October  3,  1852,  in 
Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  of  pioneer 
stock,  his  grandfather,  C.  M.  Simmons,  having  been 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Bridgewater  township,  in 
the  same  county. 

Charles  M.  Simmons,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Bridgewater  township,  and  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  that  locality;  but  in  early  man- 
hood he  removed  to  Montrose,  and  in  1859  he 
located  at  Great  Bend,  where  he  followed  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  and  also  conducted  the  “National 
Hotel,”  later  the  “Edwards  House.”  In  1862  he 
removed  to  Hallstead,  but  soon  afterwards  he  was 
sent  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  as  an  employe  of  the  U. 
S.  Government,  and  on  his  return  in  1865  he  be- 
came a traveling  salesman.  He  was  a man  of  fine 
abilities,  was  prominent  in  local  politics  as  a Demo- 
crat, and  while  residing  in  Hallstead  served  three 
years  as  burgess.  He  died  in  1888,  and  his  widow, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Laura  A.  Winklin,  now 
resides  with  our  subject.  They  had  two  children: 
C.  C.,  agent  for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  R.  R.  at  Hallstead,  and  L.  G. 

L.  G.  Simmons  was  reared  chiefly  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  but  in  1864-65  he  spent  some  time 
in  Alexandria,  Va.  His  education  was  obtained  in 
the  schools  of -the  various  places  in  which  the  family 
resided  during  his  youth.  In  1865  he  began  work 
in  a sawmill ; worked  three  years  at  S.  Hartford,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  similarly  employed  for  a time  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.  In  1869  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  R. 
R.  as  fireman,  remaining  seven  years,  and  in  1878 
he  took  a position  on  the  railroad,  with  which  he 
has  since  been  connected,  having  been  promoted 
to  the  post  of  engineer  in  1879.  For  several  years 
he  has  been  engineer  of  the  Hallstead  Fire  Depart- 
ment. Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  like  his 
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father  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being 
a member  of  Great  Bend  Lodge  No.  338,  F.  & A. 
M.,  Chapter  210,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Great  Bend;  and  No. 
27,  Commandery,  K.  T.,  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y, 

In  1879  he  was  married  in  Hallstead,  to  Miss 
Carrie  Ives,  and  three  children  brighten  their  home  : 
Claude,  Milton,  and  May.  Mrs.  Simmons  was 
born  in  Great  Bend,  daughter  of  Rev.  R.  N.  Ives, 
a Presbyterian  minister,  and  his  wife,  Mary  A. 
Rev.  R.  N.  Ives  is  a native  of  Prince  Edward 
county,  Va.,  and  came  to  this  section  early  in  life. 
He  is  now  in  charge  of  the  church  at  New  Milford, 
and  resides  in  the  Eighth  ward  of  Binghamton. 

WILLIAM  K.  LA  BAR,  proprietor  of  the 
“Fair  View  House,”  Mt.  Pocono,  Monroe  county, 
was  born  April  10,  1868,  at  what  is  now  called  Dun- 
field,  Warren  county  N.  J.,  and  is  a descendant  of 
Peter  La  Bar,  a French  Huguenot,  who  came  to 
this  country  in  1730,  accompanied  by  his  two  broth- 
ers, Charles  and  Abraham. 

They  landed  at  Philadelphia  and  then  walked 
along  the  river  to  a point  about  half  way  between 
Portland  and  Slatford,  and  about  one-half  of  a 
mile  from  the  river,  where  they  built  their  cabin. 
They  found  at  what  is  now  Easton,  a large  Indian 
village,  and  white  settlements  at  Martin’s  Creek, 
Richmond  and  Williamsburg.  There  was  no  set- 
tler between  the  last  named  place  and  Shawnee,  of 
which,  however,  they  knew  nothing.  They  soon 
married  German  women,  and  while  Charles  re- 
mained in  the  cabin,  Abraham  moved  to  Delaware 
Water  Gap,  where  he  farmed  the  islands  and  flats, 
and  Peter  bought  of  the  Indians  a tract  southwest 
of  Stroudsburg,  and  when  the  Indian  troubles  com- 
menced, Fort  Hamilton  was  built  around  his  house. 
Peter  had  a large  family,  and  one  of  his  sons, 
George,  married  and  moved  to  Mt.  Bethel,  near 
the  original  cabin.  He  also  had  a large  family,  and 
among  his  sons  we  have  record  of  George  (who 
died  at  Spragueville  in  1876,  aged  113  years); 
Peter,  John,  Andrew,  Jerry  and  Isaac.  The  elder 
George  sold  his  farm  to  his  son  Isaac  about  1808, 
and  emigrated  to  Ohio,  locating  near  Toledo.  His 
wife  died  when  he  was  ninety-eight  years  old,  and 
at  one  hundred  he  married  again,  and  died  at  one 
hundred  and  five,  being  buried  in  Ohio. 

Isaac  La  Bar,  son  of  George,  the  elder,  married 
Nancy  Miller,  of  Hamilton,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children : Samuel,  Charles  and 

Amos  being  the  sons.  Amos  La  Bar  married  Sallie 
Fetherman,  of  Hamilton,  and  their  union  was 
blessed  with  five  children : Abraham,  Mannasseh, 
Lewis,  Elmyra  and  Nancy. 

Abraham  married  Anna  E.,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam K.  and  Elizabeth  Snyder,  of  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  and  to  this  union  came  three  children  : Mary, 
William  K.  and  Charles  M.  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  B.  Staples,  an  engineer  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  R.  R.  and  lives  at  East 
Stroudsburg ; they  have  no  children.  Charles  mar- 
ried Jennie  Lewis,  of  Hyde  Park,  and  they  have  one 


daughter ; he  is  employed  by  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  R.  R.  Co.,  as  a machinist,  hav- 
ing been  with  them  for  fifteen  years. 

William  K.  LaBar  received  a good  common 
school  education  at  the  Stroudsburg  schools,  and 
when  nineteen  years  of  age  went  to  Lake  George, 
N.  Y.,  as  clerk  at  “The  Sagamore”  Hotel.  For 
four  years  he  was  employed  in  the  summer  and 
winter  seasons  at  several  of  the  leading  hotels  in 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Florida  and  Pennsylvania. 
In  the  spring  of  1887  his  father  gave  him  an  in- 
terest in  “The  Glenwood,”  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1891,  when  he 
went  to  Tazewell  county,  Va.,  to  manage  the  hotels 
of  Clinch  Valley  Coal  and  Iron  Co.  and  the  South- 
west Virginia  Improvement  Co.  He  remained 
there  for  three  and  one-half  years,  serving  on  coun- 
cils two  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1894  he  built  the  Crystal 
Spring  Steam  Laundry,  East  Stroudsburg,  operat- 
ing it  until  January  1,  1898,  when  he  disposed  of  it 
to  the  Monroe  Laundry  Co.,  of  which  he  is  now 
president.  In  April,  1897,  he  leased  The  Fair 
View  House,  which  he  now  conducts. 

William  K.  La  Bar  married  Eva  J.  Piper,  of 
Gilmanton  Iron  Works,  N.  H.,  in  the  spring  of 
1884,  and  they  have  two  children:  Nellie,  fifteen 

years,  and  Frank,  six  years  of  age.  Politically  Mr. 
La  Bar  is  a liberal  Republican,  and  religiously 
was  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  faith.  He 
is  a member  of  Masonic  Lodge  of  Stroudsburg, 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  Mt.  Pocono,  and 
the  B.  P.  O.  E.  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

JOSEPH  L.  HALLET,  of  Stroud  township, 
Monroe  county,  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and 
a representative  of  the  best  type  of  American 
manhood.  While  his  service  as  a soldier  demon- 
strated his  courage  and  patriotism,  his  quiet  yet 
useful  life  as  an  agriculturist  has  shown  other  qual- 
ities as  admirable,  his  sound  judgment  and  kindly, 
generous  disposition  gaining  for  him  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. He  belongs  to  a well-known  family,  and 
his  parents,  William  and  Sarah  Lee  Hallet,  were 
both  natives  of  Monroe  county.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  made  their  home  in  Pocono  township, 
purchasing  a tract  of  wild  land  which  was  cleared 
and  improved  as  a homestead.  The  father  died  in 
1891,  and  the  mother  is  still  living  at  the  old  home- 
stead. Of  their  nine  children  our  subject  is  the 
eldest.  (2)  Mary  Jane  married  the  late  Evan 
Williams,  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  and  has 
several  children.  (3)  Caroline  married  John  Staples, 
of  Stroud  township,  and  has  a family  of  children. 
(4)  Rachel  married  William  Row,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship. (5)  John.  (6)  Amos,  and  (7)  Charles  all  re- 
side in  Pocono  township.  (8)  Mary  married  Frank 
Cram,  of  Pocono  township.  (9)  Emma  is  at  home. 

Joseph  L.  Hallet  was  born  in  1843,  in  Stroud 
township,  and  during  his  youth  received  a common- 
school  education  while  assisting  in  the  work  of  the 
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homestead.  In  1865  he  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
215th  P.  V.  I.,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
given  an  honorable  discharge.  On  his  return  to 
Monroe  comity  he  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  in 
1874  he  married  Miss  Mary  D.  Fanseen,  of  Stroud 
township.  Soon  after  this  happy  event  he  pur- 
chased the  Philip  Lee  farm  in  Stroud  township, 
near  Spragueville,  where  he  has  since  resided,  and 
from  time  to  time  he  has  made  substantial  im- 
provements, his  residence  being  a commodious 
building  equipped  with  modern  conveniences.  In 
1884  his  beloved  wife  passed  to  the  unseen  world, 
leaving  three  children;  Gertrude,  who  was 
born  on  the  present  homestead,  was  educated  in 
the  local  schools,  and,  since  the  death  of  the  mother, 
has  taken  charge  of  the  home.  Pier  refinement 
and  womanliness  have  endeared  her  to  all  who 
have  known  her,  and  her  thoughtful  care  is  a com- 
fort to  her  father.  (2)  Miss  Rosie  M.  assists  in 
the  labors  of  the  house,  and  is  prominent  in  social 
life  of  the  neighborhood.  (3)  George,  the  only 
son,  also  resides  at  the  homestead,  lhe  family 
is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Church  at  Sprague- 
ville, and  our  subject  also  belongs  to  various  fra- 
ternal orders,  including  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Mountain 
Home  Lodge,  No.  684,  and  the  A.  P.  A.  Politically 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  of  whose 
principles  he  is  a devout  adherent. 

FRANK  REDDING,  a prominent  repre- 
sentative of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  was  born  on  his  present 
farm,  August  11,  1853,  a son  of  Patrick  and  Anna 
(O’Rourke)  Redding,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  m County  Cavan,  Ireland,  and  on  their 
emigration  to  America  in  1835  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county.  The  paternal  grandparents,  Law- 
rence and  Anna  (Gaffney)  Redding,  were  life-long 
residents  and  farming  people  of  County  Cavan. 
Their  children  were  Hugh,  who  died  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn. ; John,  who  died  in  Ireland ; 
Lawrence,  who  died  in  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county;  Patrick,  father  of  our  subject; 
James,  who  died  in  Ireland;  and  Mrs.  Ellen  Ban- 
non,  who  died  in  Ireland.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents, John  and  Mary  (Smith)  O’Rourke,  were 
also  agriculturists  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  where  they 
spent  their  entire  lives.  In  their  family  were  five 
children:  Anna,  mother  of  our  subject;  John  and 
Frank,  who  both  died  in  Ireland ; and  Michael  and 
Bridget,  who  are  still  residents  of  that  country. 

On  first  coming  to  the  New  World,  Patrick 
Redding,  our  subject’s  father,  was  employed  on 
public  works,  and  later  purchased  the  farm  in  Rush 
township,  where  his  son  now  resides.  There  he 
made  his  home  until  called  from  this  life  December 
5,  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  his  wife  died 
upon  the  same  place  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  forty-six 
years,  their  remains  being  interred  in  the  Catholic 
cemetery  of  Middletown.  They  were  life-long 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  were  held 
in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  them.  Politically 


the  father  was  a Democrat.  Our  subject  is  one  of 
a family  of  five  children,  the  others  being  John, 
now  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.;  Michael 
who  was  killed  in  British  Columbia,  in  1882,  by  a 
log  rolling  upon  him  ; Sarah,  wife  of  Owen  McDon- 
ough, of  Indianapolis,  Ind. ; and  Mary,  wife  of 
Michael  McDermont,  of  Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

Frank  Redding  has  always  made  his  home 
upon  his  present  farm,  though  when  twentv-two 
years  of  age  he  worked  for  six  months  on  a gravel 
train  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  was  spent  in  the  lumber  woods.  With 
that  exception  he  has  always  been  engaged  in  ag-  i 
ricultural  pursuits,  and  he  is  acknowledged  to  be 
one  of  the  most  skillful  farmers  of  his  community. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians,  of  Friendsville,  and 
in  politics  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  pleasant,  genial  and  entertaining,  and  has  a 
host  of  warm  friends  through  the  county. 

On  April  15,  1888,  in  Towanda,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Redding  married  Miss  Rose  McKenna,  by  whom 
he  had  four  children : Anna,  Jane,  Michael  and 

Charles,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Redding  was  born  in 
Herrick,  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  in  February, 
1854,  and  died  May  13,  1896,  being  laid  to  rest  in 
Middletown  cemetery.  Her  parents,  John  and  Jane 
(Laggon)  McKenna,  were  natives  of  Ireland  and 
early  settlers  of  Bradford  county,  where  the  former 
died  in  April,  1895,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years;  the 
latter  in  November,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five, 
and  both  were  buried  there.  Their  children  were 
James,  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; John  and 
Henry,  both  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; William, 
of  Lopez,  Penn. ; Charles,  of  Wilkesbarre ; Mary, 
wife  of  John  Laggon,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Jane, 
wife  of  Patrick  Costello,  of  Towanda,  Penn.;  Ann, 
wife  of  Daniel  Sullivan,  of  Bradford  county,  and 
Rose,  deceased  wife  of  our  subject. 

E.  R.  WATERMAN,  the  well-known  black- 
smith of  Hickory  Grove,  Susquehanna  county, 
was  born  in  Decatur,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1834, 
and  is  a representative  of  an  old  New  England 
family. 

The  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the  first 
representative  in  this  country  was  Robert  Water- 
man, of  Marshfield,  Mass.,  who  died  in  1652.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Bourne,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Bourne,  who  came  over  from  England  in  the  May- 
flower. They-  became  the  parents  of  Joseph,  John, 
Robert  and  Thomas  (II). 

(II)  Thomas  Waterman  was  born  in  1644, 
and  died  in  1708.  In  1668  he  wedded  Miriam 
Tracy,  who  was  born  in  1649  or  ’50.  They  had  a 
son  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  1670. 

(III)  Thomas  Waterman,  son  of  Thomas  (II) 
and  Miriam,  his  wife,  was  given  the  title  of  “En- 
sign” in  the  records,  due  probably  to  his  army  or 
navy  service — (The  title  at  that  time  was  extant  in 
military  circles,  corresponding  to  the  present  office 
of  “color  sergeant”).  Ensign  Thomas  Waterman 
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married  and  became  the  father  of  a large  family 
of  children,  as  follows  : Thomas,  born,  1692  ; John, 
born,  1694;  Elizabeth,  born  1696,  died  1773  5 Ebe- 
nezer,  born,  1699;  Daniel,  born,  1701,  died  1773; 
Elisha  (IV)  born  1704;  Asa,  born  1706;  Sarah, 
born,  1708;  and  Nehemiah,  born  1710,  died  1796. 

(IV)  Elisha  Waterman  married  and  became 
the  father  of  six  children,  of  whom  the  following 
is  the  record  : John  ; Samuel ; Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried Silas  Grippen ; Lucy,  who  married  Anson 
Kinney;  Huldy,  who  married  Henry  Stever;  and 
Elisha  (V). 

(V)  Elisha  Waterman  was  born  in  1735,  and 

died  April  10,  1813,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  He 
was  twice  married ; his  first  wife  was  an  English 
woman,  and  by  this  union  he  became  the  father  of 
the  following  six  children : Elisha ; Daniel  (VI), 

born  July  18,  1780,  and  died  May  15,  1858;  Peter; 
Anna,  who  married  Peter  Cady,  of  Schenectady, 

N.  Y. ; Tryphena,  who  married Winslow  ; and 

Sarah  (or  Sally),  who  married  Nicholas  Berdine,  of 
Cattaraugus,  N.  Y.  For  his  second  wife  Elisha 
Waterman  wedded  Tryphena  Ellsworth,  but  by  this 
marriage  there  were  no  children.  He  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war  under  Gen.  Wash- 
ington. 

(VI)  Daniel  Waterman,  the  second  son  of  Eli- 
sha (V),  was  born  near  Worcester,  Otsego  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  July  18,  1780,  and  died  May  15,  1858,  when  he 
was  aged  seventy-seven  years.  In  his  early  man- 
hood he  married  Miss  Mary  (or  Polly)  Young, 
who  was  born  July  18,  1780,  and  died  May  25,  1858. 
After  his  marriage  he  located  in  Decatur,  N.  Y., 
the  home  of  his  bride,  and  there  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  namely  : Amanda,  born  December 
13,  1803,  died  April  8,  1839,  aged  35  years,  3 months 
and  25  days,  became  the  wife  of  Hiram  French  and 
lived  near  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Russell  (VII)  men- 
tioned below;  Laura,  born  September  9,  1807,  and 
died  in  1890,  became  the  wife  of  John  Handy  and 
lived  in  Seward,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Hamilton, 
born  October  20,  1809,  died  January  26,  1887,  aged 
seventy  seven  years,  3 months  and  6 days.  (He  mar- 
ried and  first  located  in  Decatur,  but  in  1866  he 
removed  to  Worcester,  where  his  death  occurred ; 
he  left  three  sons  and  three  daughters:  Col- 
lins ; Charlotte,  wife  of  John  Fern,  of  Otsego  county  ; 
Julia,  deceased  wife  of  John  Wescott,  of  Illinois ; 
John,  a resident  of  Rockford,  111.,  where  he  served 
as  postmaster  for  a number  of  years ; Flora,  wife  of 
Isaac  Atkins,  of  Oneonta,  N.  Y. ; and  James,  who 
married  a Miss  Chamberlain,  of  Worcester,  N.  Y., 
and  is  now  a telegraph  operator  in  Chicago,  111.) ; 
Peter,  born  December  15,  1811,  died  October  15, 
1893,  aged  eightv-one  years  and  ten  months,  lived 
in  Decatur,  N.  Y„  where  his  death  occurred,  leav- 
ing two  sons — Albert  and  Charles — both  now  de- 
ceased ; Elisha,  born  February  26.  1814.  died  Feb- 
ruary 7,  184T,  married  and  located  in  Decatur  N 
Y„  where  he  died  leaving  three  sons— Louis  E.,  a 
resident  of  Broadway,  New  York  City,  and  the 


inventor  of  the  Waterman  fountain  pen — Daniel, 
who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war — and  Elisha,  who 
died  in  the  West;  Polly,  born  February  14,  1816, 
married  Peter  Holenbeck,  of  Worcester,  and  at 
her  death  left  one  son,  Aaron,  still  a resident  of 
Worcester;  and  Caroline,  born  October  5,  1818, 
married  Zilam  Pieatt,  of  Decatur,  N.  Y.,  and  both 
are  now  deceased  (they  left  three  children — Edson, 
Lorenzo  and  Marilla,  all  now  residents  of  Michi- 
gan) . 

(VII)  Russell  Waterman  was  born  Decem- 
ber 5,  1805,  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a very  limited  educa- 
tion. When  a young  man  he  learned  the  cabinet 
maker’s  trade,  and  also  the  painter’s  trade,  both 
of  which  he  followed  for  a number  of  years,  and 
then  purchased  a farm  in  Decatur,  remaining  there 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  March,  1883 
He  was  twice  married.  For  his  first  wife  he  mar- 
ried Laura  Crawford,  who  was  born  in  1804,  and 
died  in  February,  1862.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  name- 
ly : (1)  Melvina  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Smith,  and 

resides  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  holds  a 
government  position.  He  was  a member  of  the 
76th  N.  Y.  V.  I.  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was 
seriously  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  three 
minie  balls  and  a piece  of  shell  entering  his  body. 
(2)  John  M.,  born  in  Decatur,  N.  Y.,  in  1829, 
served  three  years  in  the  same  regiment  and  was 
in  the  battles  of  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  South  Moun- 
tain, Fredericksburg  and  Gettysburg.  He  had  com- 
mand of  his  company  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, holding  a captain’s  commission.  During  the 
war  he  married  Frances  Butler,  of  Otsego  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  until  she  died,  in  1871,  leav- 
ing a daughter,  L.  E.  Later  he  moved  to  Cass 
county,  Neb.,  where  he  married  Bell  Ramsey,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  afterward  located 
in  Sheridan  county,  that  State,  where  he  died  leav- 
ing by  his  second  marriage  two  children — Ruth 
and  Ethel.  His  oldest  daughter,  L.  E.,  is  now 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Shaw,  of  New  Jersey.  (3)  Perrin,  born 
in  Decatur,  in  August,  1826,  enlisted  in  1862  in  the 
121st  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  taking  part  in  a number  of  battles.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  hand  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness. After  his  return  home  he  married  Alvira 
Wilsey,  of  Otsego  county,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
painting  in  Worcester,  where  he  owns  a home. 
They  have  two  children — Lillie  and  Charles  W. 

E.  R.  Waterman,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  completes  this  family.  In  the  county  of  his 
nativity  he  grew  to  manhood  and  after  receiving 
a good  district  school  education  he  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  for  three  terms.  During  his 
vouth  he  learned  the  painter’s  trade,  which  he  also 
followed  at  odd  times.  Laying  aside  all  personal 
interests  he  enlisted  in  October,  1861,  in  Company 
M,  3rd  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  which  was  as- 
signed to  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  under  Gen.  Burn- 
side in  North  Carolina.  The  batterv  went  to 
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Newbern  in  April,  1862,  in  June  of  that  year  to 
Roanoke  Island,  in  September  to  Hatteras,  and  in 
March  of  the  following  year  back  to  Newbern, 
and  thence,  in  October,  going  to  Newport  News, 
Va.  They  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Gettys 
station,  where  Mr.  Waterman  re-enlisted,  receiving 
at  that  time  a thirty  days’  furlough  and  $400 
bounty.  After  visiting  home,  he  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment at  Portsmouth,  Va.,  and  from  there  they  were 
transported  to  City  Point  and  on  to  Petersburg. 
After  driving  the  rebels  from  that  stronghold, 
they  moved  on  to  Wilson’s  Landing  on  the  James 
river,  and  were  in  camp  on  the  Appomattox  river 
until  December.  Hostilities  having  ceased,  the  bat- 
tery was  mustered  out  at  Richmond,  Va.,  and  hon- 
orably discharged  in  June,  1865. 

In  December,  1 86 1,  Mr.  Waterman  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  Boorn,  of  Decatur, 
Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  John  and  Sylvia 
(Greene)  Boorn.  She  was  born  in  September, 
1841,  and  received  a good  education  in  the  schools 
of  Decatur  and  Cherry  Valley,  after  which  she  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  in  Otsego  and  Scho- 
harie counties,  N.  Y.,  for  five  years.  Being  an  only 
daughter,  she  remained  at  home  with  her  father 
after  the  death  of  her  mother  in  1863.  When  Mr. 
Waterman  returned  from  the  war,  he  purchased 
the  Boorn  homestead,  where  he  and  his  wife  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1868,  when  he  sold  the  farm 
and  moved  to  Windsor,  N.  Y.  He  resided  there 
until  1881,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Hick- 
ory Grove,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  purchased 
real  estate.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the 
village  under  President  Cleveland,  and  most  ca- 
pably served  as  justice  of  the  peace  two  years, 
resigning  that  position  to  take  the  office  of  post- 
master. Soon  after  the  war  he  learned  the  black- 
smith’s trade,  to  which  he  now  gives  his  time 
and  attention.  Three  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Waterman : (1)  Edith,  born  in  Decatur, 
N.  Y.,  in  1866,  was  a bright,  promising  young  lady, 
but  died  in  1890.  (2)  May,  born  in  Windsor, 

Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1868,  is  now  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Creagh,  formerly  of  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  but 
now  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  New  York  & Erie  Railroad.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Mary,  born  in  Buffalo,  in  January,  1891, 
(3)  Grace,  born  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  in  1878,  has 
.been  thoroughly  educated,  having  attended  first  the 
schools  of  Hallstead,  and  later  the  East  Strouds- 
burg Normal,  where  she  was  graduated.  She  is 
now  one  of  the  popular  teachers  of  Susquehanna 
county.  The  wife  and  mother  died  May  20,  1899, 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  an  active 
worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  faith  she  passed  away. 

Politically  Mr.  Waterman  is  a Jacksonian  Dem- 
ocrat of  the  strongest  type,  and  fraternally  is  a 
member  of  Simrell  Post,  No.  233,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Great  Bend;  the  Union  Veteran  Union,  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men,  F.  & A.  M.,  Great  Bend 
Lodge,  No.  338,  and  of  the  Locust  Hill  Grange. 


DARIUS  COLEMAN.  Among  all  those  in- 
terests which  constitute  the  life  of  a community — 
religious,  social,  educational,  political  and  com- 
mercial— the  Coleman  family  are  recognized  as 
amongthe  leaders  in  Middletown  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  Darius  Coleman  is  the  son  and  the 
namesake  of  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  that 
region. 

It  was  in  the  year  1800  or  1801,  just  about  a 
century  ago,  that  Darius  Coleman  the  elder,  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  came  to  make  his  home  in 
this  region.  He  was  a man  of  great  resource,  ad- 
mirably fitted  for  the  hardships  and  the  labor  inci- 
dent to  pioneer  life.  Like  many  of  his  neighbors 
he  was  a “mighty  hunter”  in  those  days  when  game 
abounded,  and  at  the  Coleman  cabin  there  was 
rarely  an  absence  of  wild  meat.  He  was  diligent 
in  business  and  prospered.  He  married  Sally 
Northrup  and  cleared  up  a large  farm  where  his 
son  Darius,  our  subject,  now  lives.  To  Darius 
and  Sallie  Coleman  were  born  ten  children,  three 
sons  and  seven  daughters.  Alonzo,  Amos  and 
Darius  were  the  sons.  Alonzo  married  Sarah  War- 
ner and  settled  in  Middletown,  where  one  of  his 
sons,  Clark  Coleman,  now  resides.  Amos  Cole- 
man married  Miss  Harriet  McClure,  of  Deposit, 
N.  Y.,  and  also1  settled  in  Middletown  on  a farm, 
which  his  widow  and  family  still  occupy.  The 
seven  daughters  of  Darius  and  Sally  Coleman 
were  as  follows  : Melissa  married  Judson  Stephens, 
of  Bradford  county,  and  left  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren; Rosanna  married  Josiah  Lamborn,  of  West- 
over,  Clearfield  Co.,  Penn.,  and  has  two  children — 
John  and  Emma;  Lucy  married  Calvin  Stephens 
and  settled  at  Westover,  Clearfield  county;  Melinda 
married  Lansbury  McClure,  of  Cherry  Tree,  Clear- 
field county ; Sallie  married  Isaac  Dexter  and  set- 
tled at  Tuscarora,  Bradford  county;  Mary  married 
Thomas  Harris  and  settled  at  Vestal,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  one  son — Herbert  Harris,  an  expert  ac- 
countant, principal  of  Schisler’s  Business  College  at 
Norristown;  Helen  is  the  wife  of  Oliver  Warner, 
of  Tuscarora,  and  has  three  children — Lillie  (a 
graduate  of  Mansfield  Seminary  and  an  instructress 
at  a Government  .Indian  school  in  Idaho),  Effie 
(matron  in  the  Idaho  Insane  Asylum)  and  Louisa, 

Darius  Coleman,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Mid- 
dletown township  in  1827.  He  began  life  as  a 
farmer  and  stock  dealer,  and  was  married  in  1851 
to  Miss  Margaret  Curley,  who  was  born  in  County 
1 ipperary,  Ireland,  in  1827,  daughter  of  James  and 
Catherine  Curley,  who  immigrated  to  America  in 
1841,  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Middletown  town- 
ship. Their  family  consisted  of  five  sons  and  three 
daughters.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  set- 
tled on  the  old  homestead.  There  he  has  erected 
new  buildings  and  made  extensive  improvements. 
In  addition  to  farming  he  is  engaged  extensively 
in  poultry  raising.  In  politics  Mr.  Coleman  is  a 
life-long  Democrat.  He  has  been  elected  auditor 
in  the  township,  and  filled  various  other  local 
offices.  Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Cath- 
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olic  Church.  Of  their  eight  children,  four,  Law- 
rence D.,  Mary  P.,  Martin  and  Mary  P.  (2),  died 
in  childhood.  The  survivors  are:  (1)  Frank  was 
born  in  1853,  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and  in  1886 
married  Miss  Hannah  Byrne,  who  was  born  in 
1865,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Mary  (Welsh) 
Byrne,  of  Choconut  township.  He  purchased  the 
John  Biglan  homestead  in  Middletown,  where  he 
has  made  many  improvements,  erecting  new  and 
remodeling  old  buildings  and  clearing  up  a large 
portion  of  the  land.  He  now  owns  one  of  the 
well-cultivated  farms  of  Middletown.  To  himself 
and  wife  have  been  born  nine  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy ; the  others  are  : Maggie,  born  in 

1887;  Lawrence  D.,  born  in  1888;  Christopher, 
born  in  July,  1889;  Mary,  born  in  1891,  died  in 
1892;  Martin,  born  November  9,  1892;  Anna  M., 
born  May,  1894,  Francis,  born  December  30,  1895  ; 
Honora,  born  October,  1897.  In  politics  Frank 
Coleman  is  a Democrat  and  in  religious  faith  a 
Catholic.  He  has  held  various  local  offices,  includ- 
ing' constable  and  collector,  poormaster  six  years, 
school  director  nine  years  and  is  now  auditor.  (2) 
Katie  A.  was  born  in  1855  ; received  a good  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  a successful  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Susquehanna,  Bradford  and  Wyoming 
counties.  She  is  a lady  of  culture  and  resides  with 
her  parents  at  the  home.  (3)  James  Walter,  born 
in  1857,  married  Miss  Libbie  Fitzpatrick,  of  Au- 
burn, Susquehanna  county,  and  lives  with  his 
father.  He  has  one  son — John  V.  (4)  Annie  Cole- 
man, born  in  1863,  married  John  Murphy,  a farmer 
of  Middletown,  and  has  three  children — Mary,  Jo- 
seph and  John. 

PETER  G.  HESS  is  one  of  the  most  thorough 
and  practical  agriculturists  of  Shohola  township, 
Pike  county,  his  skill  in  his  chosen  calling  being 
attested  by  the  success  that  he  has  achieved.  Here 
he  has  always  made  his  home,  his  birth  occurring 
in  Shohola  township,  June  7,  1850. 

Hi§  grandfather,  Jacob  Hess,  was  a native  of 
Saxony,  Germany,  where  he  was  married  and 
reared  his  family,  but  in  later  years  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  located  in  Albany,  N.  Y. 
In  that  city,  Peter  Hess,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
found  employment  in  the  freight  transfer  business. 
Coming  to  Shohola  township,  Pike  county,  he  pur- 
chased a farm  of  100  acres,  but  returned  to  Albany 
in  order  to  earn  the  money  to-  pav  for  his  land. 
Subsequently  he  located  upon  his  purchase,  and 
to  its  development  and  cultivation  he  devoted  his 
energies  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  married  in  Albany  to  Miss  Mary  Hess,  a dis- 
tant relative,  and  a daughter  of  George  and  Mag- 
gie Hess.  He  died  September  3,  1893,  and  she 
departed  this  life  February  11,  1895,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Six  children  were 
born  to  this  worthy  couple,  one  son  (our  subiect) 
and  five  daughters:  Mary  now,  the  wife  of  John 

W.  Beyer,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this 


volume;  Ivate,  wife  of  George  Haas,  of  Shohola 
township ; Maggie,  who  was  drowned  in  a spring 
when  only  eighteen  months  old ; Libby,  wife  of 
Charles  Thompson,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and 
Annie,  a resident  of  Passaic,  New  Jersey. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth,  Peter  G.  Hess 
assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm, 
and  when  a young  man  was  also  employed  by 
neighboring  farmers  and  by  the  Erie  Railroad 
Company.  After  his  father’s  death  he  came  into 
possession  of  the  old  homestead,  and  now  owns  274 
acres  of  valuable  land,  of  which  sixty-five  acres 
are  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  well  im- 
proved. In  connection  with  general  farming  he 
also  operates  the  quarries  of  blue  stone  located 
upon  his  land,  and  is  meeting  with  good  success 
in  both  branches  of  business.  He  is  a stalwart 
Democrat  in  politics,  as  was  his  father,  who  served 
as  county  commissioner  and  held  nearly  all  of  the 
township  offices,  while  socially  he  was  a Mason. 
Our  subject  has  been  overseer  of  the  poor,  school 
director  and  treasurer  of  the  school  board,  and 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  these  positions  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  and  his  wife  is  a Catho- 
lic. 

On  July  9,  1880,  in  Shohola,  Mr.  Hess  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maggie  Keller,  who. 
was  born  in  Shohola  township,  July  15,  1857,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Maggie  (Miller)  Keller,  both 
natives  of  Germany.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
five  children,  who  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as 
follows:  Lilly  Catherine,  April  4,  1881;  Rosie,. 

April  21,  1883;  George  H.,  March  18,  1885;  Jo- 
seph, January  24,  1887,  and  Anna  Laura,  January 
20,  1895. 

ARTHUR  F.  KINNEY,  the  well-known 
manager  of  the  Montrose  milk  shipping  station  and 
creamery  at  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  June  23,  1835,  a son  of 
George  H.  and  Carrie  (Burnham)  Kinney,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Madison,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Carle- 
ton,  Ky.  In  November,  1878,  they  removed  to  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.,  where  he  owns  a fruit  ranch,  though 
by  occupation  he  is  an  architect  and  builder.  He 
was  born  in  1828,  and  his  wife  in  1829.  Their 
children  are  Carroll  H.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
saw  and  planing  mill  business  in  Stockton,  Cal. ; 
Arthur  F.,  our  subject;  Nellie,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; William  G.,  an  engraver,  who  was  killed 
by  a train  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa ; and  Irving,  an 
electrician  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Our  subject’s 
paternal  grandfather  was  Charles  H.  Kinney,  a 
farmer  of  Massachusetts,  and  his  maternal  grand- 
father was  Prof.  Elijah  Burnham,  a farmer  and 
educator  of  Carleton,  Kentucky. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  upon  a farm,  and  his  education  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On 
leaving  the  parental  roof  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
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years,  while  yet  a resident  of  Madison  county,  N. 
Y.,  he  was  engaged  in  the  creamery  business  for 
three  years,  manufacturing  cheese  and  butter,  and 
during  that  time  he  obtained  an  excellent  knowl- 
edge of  the  business.  Later  he  was  engaged  in 
establishing  creameries  throughout  southeastern 
Pennsylvania,  with  headquarters  at  Quakertown, 
and  started  about  fifty  different  plants  in  Bucks, 
Montgomery,  Lehigh,  Berks,  Chester  and  Lan- 
caster counties.  Becoming  tired  of  traveling,  he 
located  in  Bird  in  Hand,  Lancaster  county,  where 
he  managed  a large  creamery  for  three  years,  and 
then  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  the  interest 
of  the  American  Dairy  Company.  He  resigned 
a year  later  and  moved  to  New  Milford,  where  he 
built  the  first  creamery  and  carried  on  the  same 
for  six  years,  and  then,  in  the  spring  of  1892,  came 
to  Montrose,  where  he  erected  a creamery  for  a 
Newark,  N.  J.,  firm,  and  has  since  managed  the 
same  with  most  gratifying  results. 

In  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  in  September,  1882, 
Mr.  Kinney  was  married  to  Miss  Lillie  Heil,  a na- 
tive of  Lehigh  county,  this  State,  and  a daughter 
of  Hiram  Heil,  a tailor  by  trade,  who  was  also 
born  in  Lehigh  county,  and  died  in  Bucks  county. 
Her  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Julia 
Gery,  is  now  a resident  of  Montgomery  county.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  six  children  : Willard, 

Floyd,  Mabel,  Lillian  and  Arthur  (twins),  and 
Charles.  Socially  Mr.  Kinney  is  a member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of  Montrose,  and  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  takes  quite  an  active  and  influential 
part  in  local  politics.  In  1899  he  was  a candidate 
of  his  party  for  sheriff  of  Susquehanna  county.  As 
a citizen  he  has  at  all  times  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity at  heart,  and  all  his  abilities  are  exerted 
to  make  the  city  and  county  of  his  adoption  rank 
among  the  brightest  and  best  of  all  composing 
this  great  commonwealth. 

A.  M.  SNOW,  a well-known  stockman  and 
farmer  of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  countv, 
and  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  is  a na- 
tive of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in  Silver  Lake 
township,  in  1840,  and  is  a son  of  Gideon  and  Lu- 
cinda (Fisk)  Snow. 

The  family  was  established  here  by  his  grand- 
father, John  Snow,  a native  of  Connecticut,  who 
came  to  the  county  in  1812  and  first  located  in 
Bridgewater  township,  where  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved a farm,  but  later  traded  that  property  for 
a farm  in  Silver  Lake  township,  on  which  he  spent 
his  remaining  days.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
born  and  reared  in  Bridgewater  township,  and 
there  acquired  a very  limited  education.  He  be- 
came a well-to-do  farmer  of  Silver  Lake  township, 
where  he  engaged  in  his  chosen  occupation  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1889.  The  mother  is 
still  living  and  now  makes  her  home  with  a daugh- 
ter in  New  Milford.  To  them  were  born  five 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  second  in  or- 


der of  birth.  (1)  Clinton  D.,  the  eldest,  was  born  in 
Silver  Lake  township  in  1838,  and  during  the  Civil 
war  was  a member  of  the  61st  P.  V.  I.  He  married 
Maria  Allen,  of  Liberty  township,  who  died  a few 
years  after  their  marriage,  leaving  two  children — 
Martha  and  Cornelia.  Later  he  married  Jenuette 
Smith,  of  Liberty  township,  who  died  leaving  one 
daughter — Mary.  He  has  since  wedded  Ada  Clink, 
of  Susquehanna  county,  by  whom  he  has  one  son, 
Frederick,  and  they  now  reside  in  New  Milford. 
(2)  Abel  B.,  born  in  1842,  enlisted  in  Company 
M,  1st  N.  J.  V.  I.,  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated  in  a num- 
ber of  battles,  but  was  never  wounded  until  the  day 
of  Lee’s  surrender.  He  first  married  Sarah  Good- 
win, of  Susquehanna  county,  by  whom  he  had  two  ' 
children — George  L.,  and  Carrie,  a resident  of 
Washington  county,  Penn.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  Emily  Goodsell,  of  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  and  they  now  make  their  home  in  Bradford 
county.  They  have  four  children — Lucinda,  Edna,  ’■ 
Alvira  and  Hazel.  (3)  Hepsebah  married  John  De- 
vine,  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who 
is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, and  they  have  eight  children — Georgie, 
James,  Maud,  Mabel,  Clarence,  Carmen,  Willie 
and  Alpheus.  (4)  Oliver  has  been  connected  with 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  for 
some  years,  and  has  been  promoted  from  fireman 
to  engineer.  He  married  Samantha  Pope,  and  re- 
sides in  Hallstead.  His  children  are  Jennie,  now 
the  wife  of  Frederick  Hall,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
John;  Blanche;  Josie;  Guy;  Charles;  and  Julia. 

A.  M.  Snow  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Silver  Lake  township  and  the  higher 
schools  of  Montrose,  and  during  his  youth  he 
worked  at  farming  and  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  Feel-  j 
ing  that  his  country  needed  his  services  during  the  ; 
Rebellion,  he  laid  aside  all  personal  interests,  and 
in  August,  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  H,  141st 
P.  V.  I.,  being  sworn  into  the  United  States  service 
at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  and  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  After  his  first  engagement  at  Fred-  , 
ericksburg  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and 
sent  to  the  regimental  hospital,  where  he  remained 
four  months.  As  soon  as  he  had  sufficiently  re-  ! 
covered,  he  was  sent  to  the  division  hospital  to 
care  for  the  sick,  and  rejoined  his  company  in  time 
to  start  for  Chancellorsville,  but  soon  afterward  con- 
tracted pneumonia,  and  was  in  the  division  hospital 
for  some  time:  He  was  then  transferred  to  the 

hospital  at  Alexandria,  and  later  to  Chestnut  Hill 
Hospital,  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  until 
November,  1863.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  at  ; 
Brandy  Station,  and  later  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Mine  Run,  the  Wilderness  and  Spottsylvania, 
after  which  the  command  marched  to  North  Ann 
and  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  that  place. 
They  crossed  Poe  river  at  Cold  Harbor,  where  a 
battle  was  brought  on,  and  were  in  the  battle  of 
Petersburg,  where  their  loss  was  very  heavy.  In 
October,  1864,  while  making  a charge  on  South 
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Side  railroad,  Mr.  Snow  was  wounded  by  a minie 
ball  passing  through  his  right  leg  above  the  knee. 
He  was  first  sent  to  Beverly  hospital,  N.  J.,  and 
later  to  White  Hall  Hospital,  from  which  he  was 
discharged  in  May,  1865. 

In  September,  after  his  return  from  the  war, 
Mr.  Snow  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alvira 
Stephens,  of  Brooklyn  township,  a daughter  of 
Edward  and  Lucy  Stephens,  representatives  of  one 
of  the  pioneer  families  of  Susquehanna  county. 
To  them  were  born  four  children,  namely:  (1) 

Alpheus  W.,  born  in  Silver  Lake  township,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1866,  married  Jessie  Lazure,  of  Liberty 
township,  who  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Bell. 
During  the  Spanish-American  war  he  became  a 
member  of  Company  G,  13th  P.  V.  I.,  stationed  at 
Camp  Alger,  and  while  there  was  taken  ill  with 
typhoid  pneumonia,  and  was  sent  to  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  whence  he  was 
discharged  October  25,  1898,  and  went  home  on  a 
furlough.  He  returned  to  his  company  and  was  mus- 
tered out  March  12,  1899.  For  his  second  wife  he 
wedded  Julia  Whited,  of  Lawsville,  and  worked 
for  his  father  during  the  summer,  and  moved  to 
Franklin  Forks.  He  had  never  fully  regained  his 
health,  and  on  March  5,  1900,  he  passed  away,  a 
victim  of  consumption,  a martyr  to  his  country’s 
answer  to  the  cry  of  the  oppressed.  (2)  Dollie 
Lucy  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  (3)  Bessie  V., 
born  in  1876,  married  Earl  Tiffany,  of  Brooklyn 
township,  by  whom  she  has  a daughter,  Vera,  and 
a son,  and  they  now  reside  in  Franklin  Forks.  (4) 
Walter  E.,  born  in  1879,  is  at  home.  After  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Snow  purchased  a half  of  his  fath- 
er’s old  homestead  in  Silver  Lake  township,  and 
on  selling  that  place  bought  the  Almon  South - 
worth  farm  in  Liberty  township  in  1881,  since 
which  time  he  has  resided  thereon,  his  time  and 
attention  being  devoted  exclusively  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  representatives 
of  the  Republican  party  in  his  community,  and 
has  filled  the  offices  of  supervisor  and  school  direc- 
tor for  a number  of  terms.  He  is  a charter  mem- 
ber of  Southworth  Post,  No.  222,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Franklin  Forks,  in  which  he  has  served  as  officer  of 
the  day  and  as  quartermaster  for  six  years.  He 
is  a prominent  member  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance 
at  Franklin  Forks,  and  holds  an  important  position 
in  the  large  store  which  it  owns  at  that  place.  He 
is  a director  of  the  Alliance  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  his  township,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
vice  president  of  the  County  Alliance. 

WILLIAM  CARR,  one  of  the  well-to-do-  and 
successful  agriculturists  of  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  September  12,  1858,  son 
of  Henry  and  Ann  (Carter)  Carr,  natives  of  Brown- 
loe  Hill,  England,  who  came  to  America  in  1866 
and  located  in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  the  father 
died  March  8,  1868,  aged  seventy-five  years.  In 
his  native  land  he  had  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming,  but  here  he  lived  retired  from  active  labor. 


He  traveled  quite  extensively  in  the  Old  World 
and  was  a well  informed  and  highly  respected  man. 
He  was  a sincere  and  consistent  Christian  and 
a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belonged.  She  departed  this  life  January 
27,  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  by  his  side  in  the  Carbondale  cemetery. 
In  politics  he  was  a Republican. 

The  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  were 
as  follows:  (1)  George  died  unmarried  in  Ireland. 
(2)  Mary  died  unmarried  in  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  (3)  Joseph  married  Jane  Court- 
ney and  died  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  leaving  seven 
children — Anna,  Joseph,  Mary,  Rebecca,  Lotta, 
Jennie  and  Emma — all  residents  of  that  city.  (4) 
Henry  wedded  Mary  Warren  and  died  in  Ireland, 
leaving  six  children — Eva,  William,  Plenry,  John, 
George,  and  Anna  M.  (5)  Jane  A.  lives  with  our 
subject.  (6)  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  William  Tinker, 
of  Clifford  township.  (7)  Richard  was  a member  of 
the  British  army  and  died  at  Sebastopol,  Russia, 
while  in  the  service.  (8)  Andrew,  a physician  of 
St.  Clair,  Penn.,  married  Jane  Duncan  and  has 
three  children — William,  Charles  and  George.  (9) 
William,  our  subject,  completes  the  family. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  made  their 
home  in  England,  and  the  former  was  a Methodist 
Episcopal  minister.  Their  children  were  Andrew, 
George,  Mary,  Ann,  Elizabeth,  Phoebe,  and  Henry, 
father  of  our  subject,  who  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  to  come  to  America.  He  was  in  the  British 
army  under  Wellington  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and 
lost  the  middle  finger  of  his  right  hand  in  that  en- 
gagement. His  brother,  Andrew,  had  four  sons, 
three  of  whom  became  Episcopal  clergymen,  and 
the  other,  John,  came  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  in  New  York.  Our  subject’s  maternal 
grandparents,  Joseph  and  Jane  (Dodd)  Carter, 
were  also  life-long  residents  of  England.  They 
had  ten  children,  namely : Richard,  Henry,  Jo- 

seph, George,  Mary,  Charlotte,  Jane,  Rebecca,  Ann 
and  Elizabeth.  Ann,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
the  only  one  to  come  to  America. 

William  Carr  grew  to  manhood  in  Carbondale, 
and  in  1875  he  and  his  sister  Jane  took  up  their 
residence  upon  the  farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  they  still 
make  their  home.  Industrious  and  enterprising, 
they  have  achieved  a well-merited  success,  and 
their  lives  have  ever  been  such  as  to-  commend 
them  to-  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who 
know  them.  They  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  politically  Mr.  Carr  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party. 

ELMER  E.  TOWER,  a successful  veterinary 
surgeon  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Montrose, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna 
county,  born  in  Lenox  township,  February  22, 
1861,  and  is  a son  of  Warner  C.  and  Theressa  (Tif- 
fany! Tower,  of  that  township. 

The  father,  who  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  en- 
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tered  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
served  all'  through  that  conflict.  While  in  the 
service  he  contracted  inflammatory  rheumatism, 
from  which  he  suffered  until  death  released  him. 
He  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Tower  cemetery,  Lenox 
township,  which  was  set  off  from  the  old  Tower 
homestead,  where  now  stands  the  Tower  Church. 
The  mother  afterward  married  Hubbard  M.  Smith, 
a farmer,  who  died  in  1893,  and  was  buried  in 
Brooklyn  cemetery.  By  that  union  she  had  one 
son,  Frank,  now  a bookkeeper  at  Carbondale, 
where  she  now  makes  her  home  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  There  were  four  children  by  the 
first  marriage,  namely : Willis  R.,  a farmer  of 

Lenox  township ; Herbert  L.,  a bookkeeper  of 
Coventry,  N.  Y. ; Elmer  E.,  our  subject,  and  Janet, 
who  died  young.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grand* 
parents  were  Rev.  Rial  and  Betsy  (Carr)  Tower, 
natives  of  Vermont  and  early  settlers  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  Pennsylvania. 

Elmer  E.  Tower  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  attended 
the  Clifford  high  school,  where  he  completed  his 
education.  He  then  taught  four  terms  of  school 
in  Lansdale,  Glenwood  and  Loomis  Lake,  and  for 
six  months  clerked  in  a store  at  Nicholson,  Penn., 
after  which  he  was  in  the  postoffice  at  Hopbottom 
for  the  same  length  of  time.  Returning  to  Glen- 
wood, he  taught  one  term  of  school  there,  and 
later  taught  two  terms  at  Lansdale.  During  the 
following  six  months  he  clerked  in  a dry  goods 
store  at  New  Milford,  Penn.,  and  then  again  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  for  one  term.  Return- 
ing to  Lenox  township,  he  operated  the  old  Gris- 
wold-Loomis  farm  from  1882  to  October,  1887, 
and  still  has  charge  of  the  same,  though  he  now 
makes  his  home  in  Montrose.  In  1891  he  began 
the  study  of  veterinary  surgery ; the  following  year 
attended  the  Ontario'  Veterinary  College,  and  then 
attended  the  National  Veterinary  College  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
March,  1894;  and  has  since  successfully  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  that  profession. 

On  November  22,  1882,  in  Lenox  township, 
Mr.  Tower  married  Miss  Laura  E.  Loomis,  a na- 
tive of  that  township  and  a daughter  of  Griswold 
O.  Loomis.  To  their  union  have  come  five  chil- 
dren— Jean  L.,  Clara  B.,  Ella  M.,  Ray  E.  and 
Theresa  M.  Mr.  Tower  is  a member  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Veterinary  Association,  and  has  been 
inspector  for  the  State  live  stock  sanitary  board 
for  the  past  four  years.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternities,  and  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  In  May,  1899,  he  was 
appointed  assessor  of  Montrose  to  fill  an  unexpired 
term  of  three  years,  and  was  clerk  of  Lenox  town- 
ship ten  years  and  supervisor  three  years.  He  is 
a progressive  and  enterprising  citizen,  who  has  the 
best  interests  of  the  community  at  heart,  and  gives 
his  support  to  all  measures  which  he  believeL  cal- 


culated to  advance  the  welfare  of  his  town,  county 
and  State. 

JACOB  B.  MEITZLER,  justice  of  the  peace 
of  Polk  township,  and  a prominent  representative 
of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Monroe  county,  was 
born  in  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  February  11,  1856, 
and  is  a representative  of  old  and  prominent  fami- 
lies of  that  county. 

His  parents,  Jacob  and  Sarah  C.  (Christman) 
Meitzler,  were  also  natives  of  Lehigh  county,  the 
former  born  in  1828,  the  latter  in  1831,  and  were 
married  there  January  26,  1851.  On  leaving 
Lehigh  county  they  .came  direct  to  Polk  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  located  on  the  farm  where  they 
still  reside.  The  father  is  now  living  retired,  while 
our  subject  operates  the  place.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  sincere  and  faithful  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  are  held  in  the  highest  respect 
by  the  entire  community.  The  children  born  to 
them  are  as  follows  : James  H.,  a farmer  of  North- 
ampton county,  Penn.;  Flerinda,  who  died  young; 
Josiah  B.,  a railroad  man  of  Lehighton,  Penn. ; 
Jacob  B.,  our  subject;  Jonas  L.,  a railroad  engineer 
of  Lehighton ; Anna  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years ; Ella  Amanda  P.  T.,  wife  of  James  Lantz,  of 
Lehighton;  John,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  and 
the  sawmill  business  in  Polk  township ; Jerry  F., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years ; Lucy,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Joseph  O.,  a resident  of 
Hazelton,  Pennsylvania. 

The  paternal  great-grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  Henry  Meitzler  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Gaumer,  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Lehigh  county,  as  did  also  the  grand- 
parents, Henry  and  Catherine  (Smoyer)  Meitzler, 
who  were  farming  people.  Henry  Meitzler  died 
in  1869,  aged  eighty-three  years,  his  wife  in  1873, 
aged  eighty-six.  Their  children  were  Benjamin, 
Hannah  and  Henry,  all  deceased ; Daniel,  a resident 
of  Lehigh  county ; Catherine,  deceased  wife  of 
Michael  Kane  ; William,  deceased  ; Philip,  who  died 
in  November,  1898;  Jacob,  father  of  our  subject; 
John  and  Aaron,  both  residents  of  Lehigh  county; 
and  David,  deceased.  Our  subject’s  maternal  great- 
grandparents  were  Henry  and  Catherine  (Rader) 
Christman,  who  as  farming  people  always  made 
their  home  in  Lehigh  county.  There  the  grand- 
parents, Henry  and  Lydia  (Napenberger)  Christ- 
man, also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
called  from  this  life,  the  former  dying  1875,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years,  the  latter  February  7, 
1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  two  months 
and  twenty-six  days.  To  them  were  born  two 
children:  Sarah  C.,  mother  of  our  subject;  and 

Josiah,  deceased.  For  his  second  wife  Henry 
Christman  married  Elizabeth  Weiler,  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  children  : Frank,  a resident  of 

Allentown,  Penn. ; Mary  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Plenry 
Ritz ; Adeline,  wife  of  Herman  Kramer;  Amelia, 
deceased  wife  of  Adam  Kline ; Edwin,  a resident  of 
Allentown;  Allen,  of  Allentown;  Tames,  of  Allen- 
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town;  Mena,  widow  of  Joseph  Barney;  Amanda; 
and  Ellen,  wife  of  Gus  Weaser. 

Jacob  B.  Meitzler  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  near  his  boyhood  home,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  entered  the  Fairview  Academy  at 
Brodheadsville,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for 
two  terms.  Later  he  attended  a select  school  at 
Pleasant  Valley,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  com- 
menced teaching,  a profession,  which  he  success- 
fully followed  for  five  terms.  He  continued  to 
make  his  home  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  at  Brodheadsville,  September 
20,  1883,  Miss  Mary  P.  Gregory  becoming  his  wife. 
Four  children  were  born  of  this  union,  namely; 
Harvey  Z. ; Emma  E. ; William  C. ; and  Edwin  J., 
deceased.  Mrs.  Meitzler  was  born  at  Gilberts, 
Monroe  county,  April  27,  1861,  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam Gregory,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 
For  three  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Meitzler 
farmed  in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  and  then 
moved  to  Mahoning  Valley,  on  Joseph  Obert's 
place,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  lum- 
bering for  four  years,  when  he  returned  to  the  old 
homestead  in  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  which 
he  purchased  of  his  father,  and  which  he  has  since 
so  successfully  operated.  He  has  ever  taken  quite 
an  activ^  and  influential  part  in  local  politics,  was 
serving  as  school  director  at  the  time  of  his  removal 
to  Mahoning  Valley,  having  filled  the  office  for  two 
years  of  his  term,  and  in  1897  was  again  elected  for 
three  years,  and  in  1900  re-elected  with  a good  ma- 
jority. He  was  also  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in 
1898,  and  is  now  filling  that  office  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  general 
public.  Both  he  and  his  father  are  ardent  sup- 
porters of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  affiliates 
with  the  Farmers  Association,  of  which  he  was 
president  six  years,  and  secretary  for  two  years, 
which  latter  office  he  still  holds.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Pleasant  Valley  Reformed  Church, 
in  which  he  served  as  deacon  prior  to  leaving  Mon- 
roe county,  filled  the  same  office  in  the  church  at 
Mahoning  Valley,  Carbon  county,  and  has  again 
served  as  deacon  of  the  former  congregation  for 
the  past  two  years.  He  is  also  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school  at  Kresgeville,  and  takes  an 
active  part  in  all  church  work.  His  life  has  ever 
been  in  harmony  with  his  professions,  and  he  has 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

William  Gregory,  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  Polk  township,  was  born  May  8,  1836,  on  the 
farm  where  he  still  makes  his  home,  and  is  a son 
of  David  and  Catherine  (Marstella)  Gregory,  who 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Berks  county, 
Penn.,  and  on  leaving  there  in  1820  came  to  Mon- 
roe county  and  settled  on  the  farm  in  Polk  town- 
ship, now  owned  and  occupied  by  their  son.  The 
father  was  a farmer  and  lumberman  by  occupation, 
a Democrat  in  politics  and  held  several  township 
offices.  He  died  in  1866,  aged  eighty-one  years,  his 
wife  in  i860,  aged  sixty-seven,  and  both  were 
iburied  in  Pleasant  Valley  cemetery.  Religiously 


they  were  faithful  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  Their  children  were  Sally  A.,  deceased 
wife  of  J.  W.  Kresge ; David,  who  died  unmarried 
when  over  fifty  years  of  age;  John,  Reuben  and 
Henry,  all  deceased ; Lydia,  who  married  Thomas 
Kresge,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Nellie,  who 
married  James  Kresge,  and  both  arc  now  deceased  ; 
Peter,  a resident  of  Akron,  Ohio;  James,  deceased; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Levi  Slutter,  of  Hamilton  town- 
ship, Monroe  county ; and  William,  father  of  Mrs. 
Meitzler.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  William 
Gregory  was  John  Gregory,  a life  long  resident  of 
Berks  county,  Penn.,  who  was  buried  at  Huffs 
Church.  He  was  a government  official  whose  duty 
it  was  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  the  Indians. 

William  Gregory  has  spent  his  entire  life  on  his 
present  farm  and  has  given  his  attention  almost  ex- 
clusively to  agriculture.  He  is  quite  prominent  in 
his  community,  is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the 
capacity  of  school  director  and  poormaster.  He  is 
a devout  member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  has 
served  as  deacon  and  elder  for  several  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1856,  he  married  Elizabeth  Shaffer,  who 
was  born  in  Monroe  county,  in  1835,  a daughter 
of  Jesse  and  Marie  (Kresge)  Shaffer,  who  always 
made  their  home  in  that  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gregory  were  born  the  following  children : Amos 
F.  married  Anna  Berlin  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
at  Weatheriey,  Penn.;  David,  a farmer  of  Polk 
township,  Monroe  county,  married  Susan  Berlin; 
Mary  Permelia  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  B.  Meitzler,  our 
subject;  Edna  is  the  wife  of  Cyrus  Shupp,  a farmer 
of  Polk  township;  William  H.,  a farmer  of  Weath- 
eriey, married  Sarah  Kresge;  Agnes  is  the  wife  of 
Allen  Barthold,  a wire  manufacturer  of  Philadel- 
phia ; and  Lydia  and  John  E.  are  both  at  home  with 
their  parents. 

WILLIAM  B.  WEBB,  a well-known  wagon 
manufacturer,  horseshoer  and  general  blacksmith 
of  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a 
prominent  citizen  of  the  community,  winning  this 
place  by  his  superior  ingenuity,  mechanical  skill 
and  business  ability,  and  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  well- 
directed  efforts. 

Mr.  Webb  was  born  in  Franklin  township, 
April  23,  1857,  and  belongs  to  one  of  its  most 
honored  and  highly  respected  families,  his  par- 
ents being  Capt.  Joseph  E.  and  Susannah  (Hinds) 
Webb,  also  natives  of  Susquehanna  county.  The 
father  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township,  October 
2,  1817,  later  in  life  became  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Franklin  township,  and  there  died  March 
4,  1882,  but  was  buried  in  Bridgewater  cemetery. 
As  a Democrat  he  took  a prominent  part  in  local 
politics,  and  was  honored  with  several  township 
offices.  Religiously,  he  was  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  his  widow  also 
belongs.  She  was  born  in  Bridgewater  township, 
November  25,  1819,  and  now  lives  on  the  old  home- 
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stead  in  Franklin  township.  The  children  born  to 
them  were  as  follows:  George  W.,  deceased; 

Henry  E.,  who  lives  with  his  mother;  Stephen  G., 
a carpenter  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Elizabeth  P., 
who  first  married  Asa  Kenyon,  and  second  IT.  E. 
Pittsley,  a carpenter  of  Sayre,  Penn. ; Frederick  M., 
who  is  also  with  his  mother ; William  B.,  our  sub- 
ject; Hulda  M.,  who  is  the  widow  of  Byron  Green 
and  also  lives  on  the  old  homestead ; and  James 
Harry,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater  township.  A more 
extended  mention  of  the  family  is  given  in  the 
sketch  of  Capt.  Joseph  E.  Webb  on  another  page 
of  this  work. 

William  B.  Webb  continued  to  make  his  home 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which  was  cele- 
brated at  Montrose,  December  25,  1879,  Miss  Ina 
A.  Cosier,  becoming  his  wife.  They  have  had  three 
children  : Lloyd,  at  home  ; Harry  E.,  deceased,  and 
Paul  W.,  at  home.  Mrs.  Webb  was  born  in  Apola- 
chin,  Susquehanna  county,  May  7,  i860,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  S.  and  Mary  A.  (Bellerby) 
Cosier,  the  former  a native  of  Middletown,  Susque- 
hanna county,  the  latter  of  England.  The  mother 
died  in  Silver  Lake  township,  in  1863,  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-seven  years,  and  was  buried  in  that 
township,  while  the  father  departed  this  life  at  Bing- 
hamton N.  Y.,  May  23,  1893,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine, 
and  was  buried  there.  Only  two  children  were 
born  to  them  : Emily,  wife  of  Harrison  Darrow,  of 
Bridgewater  township ; and  Ina  A.,  wife  of  our 
subject.  Mrs.  Webb’s  paternal  grandparents,  Em- 
bra  and  Emeline  Cosier,  were  born  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  died  in  Ohio.  Her  maternal 
grandparents,  William  and  Mary  E.  Bellerby,  were 
natives  of  England,  and  on  their  emigration  to 
America  located  in  Forest  Lake  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

In  1874  Mr.  Webb  entered  a blacksmith  shop 
at  Montrose  to  learn  the  trade  with  A.  Jackson 
Brewster,  remaining  with  him  two  years,  and  he 
continued  to  work  for  others  along  the  same  line 
until  1879,  when  he  opened  a shop  of  his  own  in 
Bridgewater  township,  carrying  on  business  at  that 
place  for  fifteen  months.  During  the  following 
fourteen  months  he  was  in  partnership  with  Mr. 
Brewster  at  Montrose,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
removed  to  Franklin  Forks,  where  he  conducted 
a shop  for  four  years.  In  1885  he  commenced 
business  at  his  present  place  in  Franklin  township, 
and  was  not  long  in  building  up  a good  trade,  which 
he  still  enjoys.  He  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  has  most  creditably  and  satisfac- 
torily filled  the  offices  of  constable  five  years,  tax 
collector  five  terms,  and  assessor  for  the  past  six 
years.  In  religious  faith  they  are  Baptists. 

HERBERT  EIKE,  one  of  the  most  reliable 
and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Jackson  township, 
Monroe  county,  belongs  to  an  old  New  Jersey 
family,  which  was  founded  in  that  State  by  his 
paternal  grandfather  Eike,  who  was  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Germany.  On  his  emigration  to 


America  he  located  in  Somerset  county,  N.  J., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  where  both  he 
and  his  wife  died  at  a ripe  old  age.  Their  children 
were  Jacob,  the  father  of  our  subject;  William,  still 
a resident  of  Somerset  county,  N.  J.;  John,  who 
died  in  that  county;  Herbert,  a resident  of  White 
House,  N.  J. ; Catherine,  who  married  and  removed 
to  New  York  State;  Effie,  wife  of  William  Murf, 
of  Somerset  county,  N.  J. ; and  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried and  lived  near  the  old  homestead. 

Jacob  Eike,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a native 
of  Somerset  county,  N.  J.,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  married  Miss  Sarah  Tagger,  a daughter 
of  George  Tagger.  Her  mother  lived  to  the  ex- 
treme old  age  of  one  hundred  and  ten  years.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Eike  engaged  in  farming  in  Mor- 
ris county,  N.  J.,  near  the  Warren  county  line,  and 
there  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His 
political  support  was  always  given  the  Whig  party. 
The  children  born  to  himself  and  wife  were  as 
follows  : Jacob,  a retired  farmer  of  Lanark,  111., 

died  in  1896;  William,  a laborer,  died  at  Waterloo, 
N.  J.,  in  1868;  George,  a tanner  in  early  life  and 
later  a laborer,  lived  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  but 
died  in  Morris  county ; John  is  a farmer  of  Carroll 
county,  111. ; Herbert,  our  subject,  is  the  next  of  the 
family ; Isaac,  a laborer  in  a powder  mill,  resides 
in  Morris  county ; Sarah  died  in  infancy,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  yard  at 
Hackettstown,  N.  J.;  Sarah  (second)  is  the  widow 
of  Nathaniel  Best,  of  Dover,  N.  J. ; and  Margaret, 
deceased,  married  George  Money  and  lived  in  Mor- 
ris county. 

Herbert  Eike  was  born  in  Morris  county,  N. 
J.,  near  the  Warren  county  line,  October  10,  1822, 
and  as  there  was  a large  family  and  his  parents 
were  in  limited  circumstances,  he  was  provided  with 
very  meager  educational  privileges.  At  the  early 
age  of  eleven  years  he  began  to  provide  for  his  own 
maintenance,  and  has  since  made  his  own  way  in 
the  world  unaided.  When  a boy  he  came  to  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.,  where  he  spent  the  winters  in 
the  lumber  woods  for  some  time,  and  later  was 
made  a mule  driver  on  the  Morris  canal,  the  con- 
struction of  which  he  well  remembers.  He  con- 
tinued to  work  on  the  canal  until  1844,  when  he 
came  to  Monroe  county,  where  as  a farm  hand  he 
was  employed  for  some  years.  His  first  purchase 
consisted  of  three  and  a half  acres  of  land  in  Jack- 
son  township,  to  which  he  has  added  until  he  now 
owns  twenty-s.even  acres,  on  which  he  is  now  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  He 
does  not  follow  lumbering  at  present  as  he  did 
in  years  past. 

In  1843,  in  Monroe  county,  Mr.  Eike  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Catherine  Miller,  who  was  born  in 
Baden,  Germany,  July  18,  1824,  and  when  a child 
of  seven  years  came  to  the  United  States  with  her 
parents,  George  and  Elizabeth  (Hemberling)  Mil- 
ler. Eleven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eike,  namely:  Jacob  R.,  now  a farmer 

of  Butler  county,  Kan.;  George  H.,  an  engineer  of 
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Ashley,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.;  John  T.,  a resident  of 
White  Haven,  Carbon  Co.,  Penn. ; Samuel  Herbert, 
of  Ashley,  Penn. ; Annetta,  wife  of  Oliver  Pease,  of 
Topeka,  Kan.;  Alice,  who  married  John  Singer, 
of  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county,  and  died  in 
1892;  Edward,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years ; Sidenham,  who  lives  in  Scranton, 
Penn. ; Ira,  who  married  Ida  Beilis,  a representa- 
tive of  a pioneer  family  of  the  county,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Jackson  township;  Jennie,  at 
home ; and  Franklin,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
Republican  party  always  finds  in  Mr.  Eike  a stanch 
supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  has  been  hon- 
ored with  a number  of  local  offices,  serving  as 
supervisor  two  terms  in  Monroe  county ; school 
director  in  both  Luzerne  and  Monroe  counties  for 
three  years ; and  supervisor  of  Luzerne  county.  He 
has  also  been  a member  of  the  election  board  sev- 
eral times.  Both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership 
in  the  Evangelical  Church,  in  which  he  has  been 
class  leader  for  a number  of  years,  and  has  also 
served  as  trustee  and  steward.  His  life  has  ever 
been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact, 
and  his  friends  are  many  throughout  Monroe 
county. 

GEORGE  H.  RITTENHOUSE,  head  clerk 
for  Isaac  Stauffer,  at  Houser  Mill,  Monroe  county, 
was  born  at  Milford,  N.  J.,  September  5,  1856,  and 
is  a son  of  Charles  Rittenhouse,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Philadelphia  and  received  a good  educa- 
tion in  the  city  schools.  When  a young  man  the 
latter  removed  to  Milford,  N.  J.,  where  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Kemery,  a 
native  of  that  place  and  a daughter  of  Wilson  and 
Annie  Kemery. 

Charles  Rittenhouse  began  his  business  career 
as  an  employe  in  a hotel,  and  later  in  partnership 
with  William  Runyon  dealt  in  horses,  making  large 
sales  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  City.  Subse- 
quently he  conducted  a restaurant  in  Milford,  N.  J., 
and  was  engaged  in  that  business  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1883,  when  he  was  forty- 
eight  years  of  age.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1889. 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  They  attended  and 
supported  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  reared  in  the  same.  In  national  politics 
the  father  was  a stanch  Republican,  but  at  local 
elections  usually  voted  independent  of  party  ties, 
endeavoring  to  support  the  best  man  for  the  office. 
In  his  family  were  five  children,  namely:  George 
H.,  our  subject;  Ella,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years ; Oran  and  Jennie,  twins,  the  former  of  whom 
is  now  employed  in  a hardware  store  in  Milford, 
N.  J.,  while  the  latter  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Heed, 
of  Philadelphia ; and  Margaret,  also  a resident  of 
Philadelphia. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  George  H. 
Rittenhouse  pursued  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  accepted  a posi- 
tion as  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  William  Cole, 


with  whom  he  remained  for  ten  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  went  to  Delaware  Station,  N.  J., 
where  he  was  employed  in  a mercantile  house  for 
three  months,  and  from  there  came  to  Tobvhanna 
Mills,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  secured  em- 
ployment in  the  store  of  the  Tobyhanna  & Lehigh 
Lumber  Company  for  six  years.  For  the  past  four 
years  he  has  made  his  home  in  Houser  Mill  and  has 
filled  the  position  of  head  clerk  in  the  store  of  Isaac 
Stauffer.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  socially  has  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  Lodge  of  Moscow,  Penn.,  for  the  past 
ten  years,  and  is  a charter  member  of  the  Patriotic 
Order  Sons  of  America  at  Houser  Mill.  As  a busi- 
ness man  he  is  prompt  and  notably  reliable,  and  he 
has  made  many  warm  friends  during  his  short  resi- 
dence in  Houser  Mill. 

In  Milford,  N.  J.,  Mr.  Rittenhouse  married 
Miss  Ella  De  Roach,  a native  of  Bridgeton,  Penn., 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : 
Charles,  September  25,  1882;  Roscoe,  March  9, 
1884;  Hazel,  October  23,  1885  ; and  Coral,  Novem- 
ber 3,  1887.  Roscoe  is  deceased,  and  the  others  are 
all  at  home. 

Joseph  De  Roach,  father  of  Mrs.  Rittenhouse, 
was  born  and  reared  near  Milford,  N.  J.,  for  many 
years  was  engaged  in  the  confectionery  business 
and  also  followed  boating  on  the  canal,  but  is  now 
interested  in  farming.  He  married  Jane  Foor,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Jennie  (Holdren)  Foor, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Jennie,  deceased;  Annie,  wife  of  Levi  Van 
Syckle ; John,  who  married  Emma  Zimmerman; 
Peter,  who  married  Mary  Shupp ; Ella,  who  was 
born  in  1861,  and  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  our 
subject  July  6,  1880;  Mary,  wife  of  John  Hoffman; 
Livera,  wife  of  Julius  Hammerman;  Amelia,  wife 
of  George  Hurstine ; Alma,  wife  of  Lloyd  Cramer ; 
and  Willie,  who  married  Lizzie  Shively. 

SANFORD  S.  CODDINGTON  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Oakland 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  also  serving 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  a position  which  he  fills  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
the  general  public.  He  is  thoroughly  impartial  in 
meting  out  justice,  his  opinions  being  unbiased 
by  either  fear  or  favor,  and  his  fidelity  to  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  is  above  question. 

Mr.  Coddington  was  born  in  Bridgeville,  Sul- 
livan Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  June,  1858,  and  is  a son  of 
Benjamin  S.and  Martha  J.  (Miller)  Coddington,  also 
natives  of  that  State,  the  former  born  in  Burling- 
ton, Ulster  county,  the  latter  in  Orange  county. 
During  the  Civil  war  the  father  enlisted  in  the 
123d  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  was  in  the  service  for  three 
years  and  three  months,  doing  his  duty  as  a faithful 
soldier.  After  his  marriage  he  lived  for  a short 
time  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  then  moved 
to  Bridgeville,  Sullivan  county,  where  he  worked 
at  the  blacksmith’s  trade  for  a number  of  years. 
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After  the  war  he  bought  property  in  Glen  Wild, 
Sullivan  county,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  March,  1866.  He  left 
his  wife  with  six  children,  and  as  a true  mother  she 
reared  them  in  a most  careful  manner  at  her  home 
in  Glen  Wild.  She  now  resides  with  one  of  her 
sons  at  Circleville,  Orange  Co.,  New  York. 

The  children  were  as  follows : (1)  John,  born 
in  Orange  county,  married  Libbie  Smith,  of  Sulli- 
van county,  N.  Y.,  and  located  in  Brownville, 
where  he  died,  leaving  one  son,  H.  S.,  now  a resi- 
dent of  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  who  is  married  and 
has  a son- — Harold.  (2)  William,  born  in  Ulster 
county,  N.  Y.,  married  Rachel  Dowlway,  of  Orange 
county,  and  located  in  Circleville,  where  she  died, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Nellie,  now  the  wife  of  Frank 
Brown.  For  his  second  wife  William  Coddington 
married  Maggie  Decker,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
by  whom  he  has  two  children — Emma  and  Ira.  He 
now  resides  in  Pine  Bush,  N.  Y.,  where  he  owns 
a fine  property.  (3)  Minnie,  born  in  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  married  Luther  Weld,  of  that  county, 
and  they  now  live  on  his  farm  in  Fair  Oaks,  Orange 
county.  They  have  three  children  : Jennie,  wife 

of  Judson  Gillen,  of  Fair  Oaks;  Freddie  and 
Luther,  both  at  home.  (4)  Eugene,  born  in 
Bridgeville,  Sullivan  county,  married  Lizzie  Lozall, 
of  Circleville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  now  follows  farming. 
(5)  Frank,  born  in  Sullivan  county,  was  princi- 
pally educated  in  the  schools  of  Glen  Wild  and  is 
now  engaged  in  business  as  a carpenter  and  builder, 
making  his  home  with  his  mother  in  Circleville. 
He  married  Mary  Babcock,  of  Orange  county. 

Sanford  S.  Coddington,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  completes  the  family.  He  was  only  eight 
years  old  when  his  father  died,  but  remained  with 
his  mother  until  old  enough  to  start  out  in  life  for 
himself,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  schools 
of  Glen  Wild.  He  first  worked  as  a farm  hand  by 
the  month,  and  during  early  life  also  picked  up  a 
good  knowledge  of  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  to  some  extent.  In  1880  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Amelia  Miller,  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Levi  and  Araminta 
(Travis)  Miller.  Her  father,  who  is  a farmer  by 
occupation,  is  a representative  of  an  old  and  promi- 
nent family  of  Wallkill,  Orange  county.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  have  two  children  : Frank  M., 

who  was  born  in  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  in  October, 
1881  ; and  Cora  M.,  born  in  Oakland,  in  December, 
1883.  Both  are  now  students  in  the  home  schools. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Coddington  located  in 
Susquehanna,  Penn.,  where  for  a year  and  a half 
he  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  and  mason’s  trades, 
and  then,  in  1883,  purchased  the  A.  IC.  Perine  farm 
in  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Until 
1897  he  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  dairy 
and  milk  business,  which  he  disposed  of  during  that 
year,  and  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming.  He  has  remodeled  his  barns  and  erected 
new  buildings  upon  the  place,  and  the  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  of  the  farm  plainly  indicates  his 


careful  supervision  and  shows  him  to  be  a man  who 
thoroughly  understands  his  chosen  calling.  He 
commenced  life  for  himself  without  capital,  but 
being  honest,  upright  and  industrious  he  has  be- 
come the  owner  of  a good  property.  Politically 
he  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  always 
voting  the  Republican  ticket,  and  in  1896  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  Oakland  township  for 
a term  of  five  years.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife 
are  faithful  members  of  the  North  Jackson  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  he  belongs  to 
Cannawacta  Tribe,  No.  246,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  of  Sus- 
quehanna. 

GEORGE  A.  WRIGHT.  Five  generations 
of  the  Wrights  have  lived  in  the  southern  portion 
of  Susquehanna  county,  clearing  and  cultivating  j 
the  soil  and  successively  presented  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  characters  exemplary  and  inspiring.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Samuel 
Wright,  who1  had  been  a captain  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  fighting  its  battles  while  in  charge  of  a 
Connecticut  company.  He  had  three  sons,  An- 
thony, Wise  and  Samuel,  who  prior  to  1809 
migrated  from  Somers,  Conn.,  and  settled  in 
Lathrop  township,  the  father  coming  a little  later. 

Anthony  Wright,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut, 
about  1784.  He  married  Sally  Swetland,  of  Chau- 
tauqua county,  New  York,  occupied  his  farm  in 
Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county,  for  forty- 
eight  years,  dying  in  December,  1857,  aged  nearly 
seventy-four  years.  Himself  and  wife  were  among 
the  pioneer  Methodists  of  the  township  and  he  was 
one  of  its  most  enterprising  citizens.  He  selected 
his  own  burial  spot,  which  has  since  become  the 
beautiful  Lathrop  cemetery.  The  children  of  An- 
thony and  Sally  Wright  were  as  follows:  Loren, 

father  of  our  subject;  Caroline,  who  married  D. 
Davis  and  moved  to  Illinois ; Doctor  Samuel ; 
Amanda,  who  married  George  Sweet,  of  Lathrop 
township,  and  now  resides  at  Bridgewater;  Lois, 
who  married  James  Conrad,  of  Lenox  township; 
Polly,  who  married  Lewis  Baker  and  died  in  South 
Dakota;  and  S'alley,  who  married  Joseph  Hawley, 
and  died  in  Lenox. 

Loren  Wright,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Lathrop  township  in  April,  1809.  He  was 
reared  in  that  township  and  purchased  a farm  of 
196  acres  of  wild  land  in  Lenox  township,  a larg'e 
portion  of  which  he  cleared.  He  was  three  times 
married.  By  his  first  wife,  M.  Farrer,  he  had  three 
children : Mary,  who  married  A.  Reynolds,  of 

Waverly,  Penn.;  Jane,  who  married  B.  Fessenden; 
and  a child,  who  died  in  infancy.  His  second  wife 
was  Esther  (Philips)  Marcy,  daughter  of  Noah, 
Philips,  and  widow  of  Simon  Marcy.  By  her  first 
marriag-e  she  had  one  son,  S.  Marcy,  and  two 
daughters,  Angeline  and  Olive.  To  Loren  and 
Esther  Wright  were  born  the  following  children: 
Lucetta,  deceased ; Ellen,  who  married  first  J. 
Wicks  and  later  Thomas  Stewart,  of  Scranton ; 
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Addie,  wife  of  James  Russell,  of  Allentown  ; George 
A.,  our  subject;  and  Loren,  of  Lenox  township. 
The  mother  died  in  May,  1858,  and  for  his  third 
wife  the  father  married  Mary  Dickson,  by  whom 
he  had  one  son,  D.  W.  Wright. 

George  A.  Wright  was  born  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, June  20,  1853.  He  received  a common  school 
education  and  remained  at  home  to  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years,  when  he  began  farming.  He 
was  married  July  17,  1875,  to  Miss  Lamorie  H. 
Snyder,  who  was  born  July  15,  1855,  daughter  of 
Horace  and  Caroline  (Cole)  Snyder,  who  migrated 
from  New  York  State  to  Lenox  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  they  died.  Their  five  chil- 
dren were  Horace  P.,  a physician  of  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan;  H.  Newell,  of  Nicholson  township, 
Wyoming  county  ; F.  A.,  of  Lenox  township  ; Caro- 
line, who  died  young;  and  Lamorie  H.,  wife  of  our 
subject.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Wright  have 
been  born  the  following  children  : George  Hayes, 

who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  nine  months ; 
Caroline  May,  wife  of  Eugene  Lewis,  of  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; Lester  S.,  who 
died  aged  one  year  and  four  months;  and  Jennie, 
Charles  W.,  Ossie,  Elsie  F.,  Harold,  Retta  Belle, 
and  Clarence  H.,  at  home. 

Mr.  Wright  first  purchased  property  in  La- 
throp  township.  Five  years  later  he  removed  to 
Lenox  township,  where  he  has  since  cultivated 
fifty-eight  acres  of  the  old  homestead  and  made 
many  improvements  in  buildings,  fences  and  in 
clearing  the  land.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing, and  has  an  apiary  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  swarms  of  bees,  having  been  unusually  success- 
ful in  the  culture  of  bees.  His  daughter  Jennie  is 
engaged  extensively  in  poultry  raising  and  Mr. 
Wright  includes  dairying  in  his  farming  operations. 
He  has  been  most  successful  with  his  diversified 
farming,  and  by  the  combination  of  intelligence, 
enthusiasm  and  energy,  he  has  made  his  well- 
tilled  acres  one  of  the  most  productive  spots  in  the 
township.  In  politics  Mr.  Wright  is  an  uncompro- 
mising Democrat.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
Free  Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  is  now  steward 
and  exhorter. 

JAMES  E.  LYNCH.  Sterling  virtues  have 
been  cultivated  among  the  picturesque  hills  of 
Apolacon  township,  Susquehanna  county.  The 
pioneers  who  performed  the  arduous  labors  neces- 
sary to  reduce  the  wilderness  to  fruitful  farms,  were 
men  and  women  of  determined  purpose,  who  stead- 
fastly bore  the  brunt  of  labor,  which  in  time  has 
placed  them  in  positions  of  comfort  and  ease.  Only 
as  time  passes  can  full  credit  be  bestowed  upon 
these  earnest  people,  for  the  important  result  of 
their  work  becomes  more  conspicuous  as  the  years 
glide  by.  The  Lynch  family  is  included  in  the 
number  of  prominent  citizens,  to  whom  the  present 
generation  in  Apolacon  township  owes  its  debt  of 
gratitude  for  the  present  agricultural  development. 

Martin  Lynch,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 

96 


born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  in  1808.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land  and  there  in 
1833  married  Mary  McCarty.  Soon  after  their 
marriage  the  young  couple  came  to  America  in  a 
sailing  vessel.  They  landed  at  New  York,  where 
Mr.  Lynch  worked  at  his  trade  of  bricklayer,  plas- 
terer and  stone  cutter.  While  residing  in  New 
York  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  the  Southern  States 
during  the  winter  months,  returning  for  summer 
work  to  New  York,  where  his  family  resided.  In 
1842  he  moved  to  what  is  now  Apolacon,  then 
Choconut  township,  where  he  purchased  wild  land, 
cleared  up  a farm  and  established  a home  for  his 
wife  and  family.  While  in  New  York  he  was  pros- 
perous in  business  and  he  brought  with  him  to 
Susquehanna  county  enough  money  to  pay  for  the 
land  he  purchased.  He  lived  in  the  home  in  Apola- 
con township  until  his  death  in  1886,  his  wife  sur- 
viving him  two  years,  passing  away  in  1888.  Politi- 
cally Mr.  Lynch  was  a Democrat,  and  held  a num- 
ber of  local  offices  in  his  town.  In  religion  he  and 
his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  gave  liberally  of  his  means  in  the 
building  and  support  of  the  church,,  helping  to 
build  both  the  old  and  the  present  new  edifice  of 
Friendsville. 

To  Martin  and  Mary  Lynch  were  born  seven 
children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters:  (1)  Mar- 

garet, the  eldest,  was  born  in  South  Carolina  in 
1842.  She  received  an  education  in  the  schools 
of  Apolacon  and  married  Michael  Brodrick,  of  Sus- 
quehanna county.  They  settled  at  Forest  Lake 
township,  where  she  died  in  1895,  leaving  eleven 
children,  namely:  Patrick,  Michael,  Martin,  John, 
Thomas,  James,  Mary,  Ellen,  Julia,  Augustus  and 
Lucy,  all  living,  and  all  prosperous  men  and  women. 
(2)  Thomas  Lynch  born  in  Choconut  in  1843,  was 
during  the  Civil  war  a fireman  on  the  railroad  near 
which  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  was  fought.  He,  to- 
gether with  other  trainmen,  was  engaged  in  carry- 
ing the  wounded  from  the  field,  and  was  himself 
wounded  three  times  during  that  service,  but  sur- 
vived his  wounds  and  returned  home.  He  found 
employment  with  the  New  York  & Erie  Railroad. 
Locating  at  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.,  he  married  Miss 
Julia  Haley,  of  that  place,  and  there  they  now  re- 
side. He  has  been  an  engineer  on  the  New  York 
& Erie  road  for  thirty-two  years.  (3)  John  W. 
Lynch,  born  in  Apolacon,  in  1845,  learned  the  trade 
of  blacksmith  and  settled  in  Binghamton,  where  he 
opened  a shop.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Murphy, 
of  Owego,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  Binghamton,  leaving 
five  children,  as  follows : Mary,  wife  of  Edward 

Keating,  of  Hoboken  ; Kate,  wife  of  Thomas  Smith, 
of  Binghamton  ; Margaret ; John  ; and  William.  (4) 
Mary,  born  in  Apolacon,  in  1848,  married  Michael 
Flaherty,  of  Choconut.  They  settled  on  a farm, 
where  she  died,  leaving  ten  children,  namely: 
Delia,  wife  of  John  Boland,  of  Little  Meadows ; 
Anna,  a professional  nurse  of  Binghamton ; Alice, 
a resident  of  Chicago ; Thomas,  of  Binghamton ; 
Mary,  wife  of  Charles  Williams,  of  Binghamton ; 
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Celia,  Martin,  Lucy,  Edward  and  James,  all  of 
Chicago.  (5)  Michael,  born  in  Apolacon,  in  1850, 
died  when  sixteen  years  old.  (6)  Martin,  born  in 
Apolacon,  in  1852,  is  now  an  engineer  on  the  Erie 
R.  R.,  and  a resident  of  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.  He 
married  Johanna  Cooners,  of  New  Tork,  and  has 
four  children — Martin,  John,  Frank  and  Julia. 

James  E.  Lynch,  our  subject,  a prominent 
dairy  farmer  of  Apolacon  township,  was  born  in 
that  township  March  29,  1846.  He  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  attending  the  winter  schools,  where  he 
received  the  rudiments  of  an  education.  When 
seventeen  years  old  he  commenced  the  trade  of 
stone  cutter,  which  he  followed  for  six  years.  In 
1866  he  married  Miss  Mary  Flaharty,  a native  of 
Choconut  township,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Bridget  Flaharty,  residents  of  Choconut  township, 
who  immigrated  from  Ireland  to  this  country  in 

1845,  and  settled  in  Choconut  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  Mr.  Flaharty  died  in  October, 
1865.  His  widow  still  lives  on  the  old  home.  Mrs. 
Lynch,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born  June  2, 

1846,  and  was  educated  in  the  St.  Joseph  schools. 
After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynch  settled  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Apolacon.  In  1866  they  removed 
to  Scranton,  where  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  stone 
cutting.  In  1873  they  removed  to  Apolacon  and 
purchased  the  .old  homestead,  where  he  has  re- 
mained to  the  present  time.  In  1883  he  built  a 
fine  residence,  having  every  modern  improvement. 
He  has  erected  three  barns  on  his  property,  now 
owning  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  well  culti- 
vated farms  in  that  section  of  the  county. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  six 
children,  as  follows : Thomas,  the  eldest,  born  at 

the  present  home,  December  26,  1867,  was  killed 
when  fifteen  years  old  by  a runaway  team.  (2) 
Agnes,  born  February  22,  1869,  was  a student  of  the 
select  schools  in  Choconut  under  Miss  Chamber- 
lain’s instructions.  She  married  Daniel  Boland,  a 
farmer,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children — Mary  Florence,  who  died 
in  infancy,  and  Patrick  H.  Mrs.  Boland  was  well 
educated  in  music  and  for  several  years  was  organist 
in  St.  Francis’  Church.  (3)  Henry,  born  April  16, 
1870,  entered  the  railroad  service  and  is  now  a pop- 
ular young  train  conductor  between  Hornellsville 
and  Salamanca,  N.  Y.  (4)  William  M.,  born  Oc- 
tober 5,  1871,  remained  at  home  until  June,  1899, 
when  he  engaged  with  the  contractors  on  the  Long 
Island  Asylum.  (5)  Edward  J.  Lynch,  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1881,  in  Choconut,  was  educated  in  the 
home  schools  and  in  the  select  schools  of  Choconut. 
He  has  been  a student  at  the  Hornellsville  Con- 
servatory of  Music  and  is  well  advanced  in  musical 
science.  (6)  Frances  Grace,  born  November  14, 
1887,  the  youngest  of  this  family,  is  a student  of  the 
home  schools. 

Politically  Mr.  Lynch  has  always  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  road  commissioner  for  four  terms, 
school  director  and  poormaster.  He  was  elected 


justice  of  the  peace,  but  refused  to  fill  the  commis- 
sion. Religiously  himself  and  wife  and  family  are 
all  consistent  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  of 
Friendsville.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  Hibernians  of  Friendsville,  Penn.  Mr.  Lynch 
is  stockholder  and  president  of  the  Crystal  Spring 
Creamery  of  Choconut,  and  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  the  township.  His  wife  is  a woman  of  many 
virtues  and  has  reared  her  children  to  be  God-fear- 
ing men  and  women.  They  are  a family  united  in 
the  love  of  their  home. 

JOSEPH  W.  HOWARD,  a prominent  repre- 
sentative of  the  farming  and  stock  raising  interests 
of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a na- 
tive of  that  county,  born  in  Brooklyn  township,  in 
December,  1831,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Reece)  Howard.  The  father  was  bora  in  the  same 
township,  in  1811. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Howard, 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  but  when  a young 
man  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Brooklyn  township.  He  married 
Miss  Nancy  Jones,  whose  parents  were  born  in 
Wales,  and  took  up  their  residence  here  about  the 
same  time  as  Mr.  Howard  did.  He  cleared  and 
improved  a farm  in  Brooklyn  township,  but  finally 
sold  the  place  and  with  one  of  his  sons  moved  to 
Auburn  township.  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
died,  leaving  a wife  and  six  children.  She  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  The  children 
of  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows:  John  mar- 
ried and  moved  to  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  became  quite  well-to-do,  while  one  of  his  sons 
is  now  a leading  business  man  of  Browntown. 
Samuel  married  and  first  located  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  but  later  removed  to 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  and  where  his 
four  sons  are  still  living.  Polly  married  James 
Robinson,  of  Auburn  township,  where  she  died, 
leaving  a family.  Olive  first  married  John  Robin- 
son, and  after  his  death  Walter  Barlow,  whose  home 
was  near  Bing'hamton,  N.  Y.,  where  both  died. 
Nancy  married  Marsh  Barlow,  and  resided  in 
Broome  county,  New  York. 

Charles  Howard,  father  of  our  subject,  com- 
pletes the  family.  After  his  first  marriage  he  took 
up  land  in  Auburn  township,  where  he  cleared  and 
improved  two  farms,  and  on  selling  his  property 
there  he  removed  to  Franklin  township,  where  he 
died  at  the  home  of  his  son  Henry,  in  1895.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  had  passed  away  in  1856,  and 
he  had  subsequently  wedded  Mary  Jane  Fisk,  of 
Susquehanna  county,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
Henry  and  Charles,  still  residents  of  Franklin 
township.  Our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  of  the  three  children  born  of  the  first  union. 
Bloomfield,  the  eldest,  is  married  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Alice  and  Harry,  who  make  their  home  with 
their  parents  in  Montrose.  Louisa,  the  only  daugh- 
ter, married  Amos  De  Witt,  of  Brooklyn  township, 
who  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  1896. 
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She  is  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  as  are  also 
her  three  sons — William,  Charles  and  Morris. 

Joseph,  W.  Howard  grew  to  manhood  in  Au- 
burn township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  acquired 
his  education  in  its  public  schools.  In  1850,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cynthia  E.  Baker, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Polly  Baker,  of  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren : (1)  Rosaline  and  (2)  Frederick,  both  died 

in  childhood.  (3)  Charles,  born  in  March,  1855, 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  (4)  Louisa,  born 
in  May,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  Addisorr  Fish,  of  Lib- 
erty township,  and  they  have  two  children  : Ernest 
and  Clara,  both  at  home.  (5)  James,  born  in  April, 
1860,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  received  a 
district  school  education.  He  married  Melvina 
Henry,  daughter  of  Joseph  Henry,  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, and  located  on  one  of  his  father’s  farms  in  that 
county,  where  he  died  in  June,  1887,  leaving  a wife 
and  one  daughter.  The  latter,  Ada  May,  was  born 
in  October,  1880,  and  has  made  her  home  with  our 
subject  since  her  father’s  death.  She  has  been 
educated  in  the  district  schools  and  is  the  pride  of 
her  grandparents.  (6)  Sophia,  born  in  Auburn 
township,  in  November,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  William 
Northrup,  of  Liberty  township,  who  resides  on  the 
old  Northrup  homestead  and  has  been  an  invalid 
from  rheumatism  for  twenty  years.  They  have  two 
daughters  : Jennie;  and  Mary,  wife  of  Ernest  Ris- 
ley,  of  Liberty  township.  (7)  Jennie,  born  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1864,  married  Samuel  Brown,  of  Hall- 
stead,  Penn.,  who  was  an  employe  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  Company,  and 
died  in  1894.  She  and  her  three  children,  Walter, 
Hazel  and  Howard,  still  reside  in  Hallstead. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Howard  located  in 
Auburn  township,  where  he  followed  lumbering  for 
three  years,  and  then  removed  to  Great  Bend 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  purchased, 
a half  interest  in  2,400  acres  of  land  and  became 
general  manager  for  the  lumber  firm,  serving  in 
that  capacity  until  they  sold  out  a number  of  years 
later.  He  then  operated  a rented  farm  in  Great 
Bend  township  until  1862,  when  he  laid  aside  all 
personal  interests  to  strike  a blow  in  the  cause  of 
freedom  and  for  the  defense  of  the  Union.  He  en- 
listed in  Company  D,  50th  P.  V.  I.,  which  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  Gen. 
Burnside,  and  his  first  engagement  was  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness  May  6,  1864.  He  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Nye  River,  Va.,  May  9,  1864;  Spott- 
sylvania,  May  12;  Cold  Harbor,  June  3;  Peters- 
burg, June  17  and  18,  1864;  and  the  siege  of  that 
place,  which  lasted  from  March  8,  1865,  until  its 
capture  April  3.  While  foraging  near  Cold  Harbor 
he  was  shot  by  a rebel  and  the  buckshot  remains 
in  his  body  to  this  day.  At  .Spottsylvania  he  was 
captured  by  the  enemy,  but  made  his  escape  by 
the  assistance  of  a colored  family,  who  concealed 
him  for  several  days  and  aided  him  in  reaching  the 
Union  lines,  where  he  arrived  after  traveling  three 
nights.  He  was  honorably  discharged  near  George- 


town, D.  C.,  June  6,  1865,  and  returned  to  his  wife 
and  family.  He  purchased  a farm  one  mile  west 
of  Lawsville,  where  he  cleared  forty  acres  and  made 
many  other  improvements,  but  later  traded  the 
place  for  what  is  now  known  as  the  Moran  farm 
near  Lawsville,  which  he  subsequently  traded  for 
a larger  farm  in  Liberty  township — the  one  on 
which  he  now  resides.  He  erected  thereon  a com- 
fortable residence,  built  good  barns  and  other  out- 
buildings, and  now  has  one  of  the  best  improved 
farms  of  the  locality.  Originally,  Mr.  Howard  was 
an  old  line  Whig,  but  since  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  he  has  been  one  of  its  stanch  sup- 
porters, and  socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of 
Southworth  Post,  No.  222,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Franklin 
Forks.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  that  place,  and  they 
merit  and  receive  the  high  respect  and  esteem  of 
the  entire  community  in  which  they  live. 

ELMER  V.  POTTER,  a prominent  agricul- 
turist and  dairyman  of  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  at  his  present  homestead 
May  16,  1857,  and  the  greater  portion  of  his  life 
has  been  spent  there.  He  comes  of  good  pioneer 
stock,  his  paternal  grandparents,  Parley  and  Philena 
Potter,  having  been  early  settlers  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, and  the  members  of  the  family  have  usually 
been  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits. 

George  W.  Potter,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Gibson  township,  May  28,  1820,  and  be- 
came a successful  farmer  at  the  homestead,  but  for 
many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business 
at  Herrick  Center.  On  March  9,  1877,  while  in 
Susquehanna  on  business,  he  was  accidentally 
killed,  being  struck  by  a railroad  train.  He  was  an 
excellent  citizen,  being  noted  for  his  kindness  of 
heart,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Howell,  were 
much  esteemed  among  a large  circle  of  friends. 
They  had  six  children,  viz. : Freelove,  deceased ; 

Emaline,  Mrs.  Alfred  Bowell ; Elmer  V.,  our  sub- 
ject; girl  baby;  Emily,  Mrs.  Emory  Miller;  and 
Etta  C.,  Mrs.  George  D.  Hine.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Howell)  Potter  was  born  in  Gibson  township,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1827,  and  died  August  2,  1899. 

Elmer  V.  Potter  spent  his  early  years  in  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  work  of  the  hotel  and  farm. 
In  1868  the  family  removed  to  Herrick  Center, 
but  after  three  years  our  subject  returned  to  the 
farm,  to  remain  for  three  years.  He  then  went  to 
Herrick  Center  for  another  period  of  three  years, 
but  he  has  since  made  his  home  at  the  farm.  The 
place  comprises  200  acres,  and  under  Mr.  Potter’s 
able  management  is  known  as  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  the  vicinity.  He  makes  a specialty  of  dairying, 
keeping  about  sixteen  cows.  While  he  does  not 
care  for  official  honors,  he  is 'a  stanch  Democrat, 
and  socially  he  is  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.. 
Huron  Lodge,  No.  483,  at  Jackson.  On  December 
29,  1880,  he  was  married  in  Jackson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  to  Miss  Ella  L.  Stone,  of  Thomp- 
son, Penn.,  a daughter  of  Norman  Stone,  and  sister 
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of  D.  E.  Stone,  of  Thompson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  She  died  June  8,  1883,  aged  twenty- 
three  years,  and  her  remains  were  interred  at  Gelatt. 

MARK  B.  PERIGO,  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising, energetic  and  successful  farmers  and  stock 
raisers  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  January  15,  1836,  a 
son  of  Charles  B.  and  Rachel  S.  (Simpson)  Perigo, 
also  natives  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  they 
were  married  and  continued  to  make  their  home 
until  1839.  It  was  during  that  year  that  they  came 
to  Susquehanna  county  and  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Forest  Lake,  then  Middletown  township, 
where  they  remained  for  twelve  years.  In  1851  they 
located  in  Rush  township,  where  the  mother  died 
in  1857,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  The  father 
continued  to  actively  engage  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  1881,  when  he  laid  aside  business  cares 
and  spent  his  last  days  in  retirement  in  Montrose, 
where  he  passed  away  August  2,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years,  his  remains  being  interred  in 
Birchardville  cemetery.  He  was  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  and  a Republican  in 
politics.  He  was  honored  with  several  township 
offices,  such  as  assessor  and  school  director.  His 
children  were  as  follows : Maria  P.,  wife  of  David 
Godwin,  who  is  living  retired  in  Rush ; Mark  B., 
our  subject;  Edward  S.,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  a hardware  merchant  of  Ellis  county,  Kan. ; 
A.  Judson,  who  died  during  his  service  in  the  Civil 
war;  Sarah  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years; 
Charles  T.,  a resident  of  Danville,  Penn. ; and  Al- 
bert, who  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Mont- 
rose. The  grandfathers  of  our  subject,  David 
Perigo  and  William  Simpson,  spent  their  entire 
lives  as  farmers  in  Sussex  county,  New  Jersey. 

During  his  minority  Mark  B.  Perigo  remained 
with  his  parents,  and  then  worked  for  neighboring 
farmers  until  after  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion. 
Prompted  by  a spirit  of  patriotism,  he  enlisted  in 
August,  1862,  in  Susquehanna  county,  becoming 
a member  of  Company  H,  143d  P.  V.  I.,  under 
John  C.  Morris.  In  the  taking  of  the  Weldon  rail- 
road he  was  wounded  in  the  right  eye  by  the  burst- 
ing of  a shell,  and  for  two  weeks  was  confined  in 
the  hospital  at  City  Point.  He  participated  in  many 
hotly  contested  engagements,  including  the  battles 
of  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  the  Wilderness, 
Laurel  Hill,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Cold  Har- 
bor, Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Bethesda 
Church  and  Hatcher’s  Run.  The  war  having  ended 
and  his  services  being  no  longer  needed,  Mr.  Perigo 
was  discharged  at  Hart  Island,  N.  Y.,  June  12, 
1865,  and  mustered  out  at  Camp  Curtin  with  an 
honorable  war  record,  of  which  he  may  be  justly 
proud.  On  his  return  home,  he  resumed  work 
among  the  farmers  at  Williamsport,  Penn.,  and 
after  his  marriage  located  upon  his  present  farm  in 
Rush  township,  where  he  has  since  successfully 
carried  on  operations  as  a general  farmer  and  stock 
raiser.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  two  good  farms. 


On  January  15,  1868,  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Perigo  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Britania  Turrell,  who  was  born 
in  that  township  May  10,  1840,  and  died  February 

20,  1887.  Her  parents,  Stanley  and  Ruth  A. 
(Thacher)  Turrell,  were  natives  of  Connecticut, 
and  on  coming  to  Susquehanna  county,  located  in 
Forest  Lake  township,  where  they  ever  afterward 
made  their  home.  The  father,  who  was  a prominent 
farmer,  was  born  February  19,  1800,  and  died  April 

21,  1879,  while  the  mother  was  born  June  9,  1810, 
and  died  April  19,  1889,  the  remains  of  both  being 
interred  in  the  old  Turrell  cemetery  on  a part  of  the 
old  Turrell  homestead.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  children:  Ellen,  now  the  wife  of  D.  W. 
Glidden,  of  Forest  Lake;  Lucy  A.,  who  died  in 
1841 ; George,  deceased;  Horace,  a farmer  of  Min- 
nesota; Adaline,  deceased;  Britania,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Frederick,  deceased;  and  Franklin,  who 
lives  on  the  old  homestead.  Mrs.  Perigo’s  paternal 
grandfather  was  Leman  Turrell,  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
became  a resident  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Perigo  were  Jennie,  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  C. 
Darrow,  who  is  engaged  in  clerking  in  Lackawanna 
county,  Penn.;  Ellen  T.,  wife  of  Scott1  Bolles,  who 
lives  with  our  subject ; Sarah  A.,  at  home ; Martha, 
a school  teacher,  also  residing  at  home ; and  Flora, 
a graduate  of  the  Montrose  high  school,  at  home. 
Mr.  Perigo  was  again  married,  September  1,  1890, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Elmira  M.  Ham- 
lin, a native  of  Forest  Lake  township,  who  died 
November  30,  1897,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years, 
and  was  buried  in  Birchardville.  Her  parents  were 
George  H.  and  Lucy  A.  (Blair)  Hamlin,  who  are 
still  residents  of  Forest  Lake  township.  The  father 
was  in  early  life  a cooper,  but  later  has  engaged  in 
farming. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Perigo  is  a member  of  the 
.Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  and  religiously  holds  membership  in 
the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  has  served  as  clerk 
for  the  past  twelve  years.  His  political  support  is 
always  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  is  as  true  to  his  duties  of  citizen- 
ship in  days  of  peace  as  in  times  of  war.  He  has  an 
extensive  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  who 
esteem  him  highly  for  his  genuine  worth. 

AUGUSTUS  W.  BALCH,  proprietor  of  the 
most  complete  general  store  in  Matamoras,  Pike 
county,  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  W. 
Balch  & Son,  is  one  of  the  busiest,  most  energetic 
and  most  progressive  business  men  of  that  thriving 
town,  and  by  fair  and  honorable  dealing  has  built 
up  an  excellent  trade. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Orin  Balch,  was  prob- 
ably a native  of  Connecticut.  He  had  one  brother, 
John  H.,  of  whom  we  have  record.  Orin  Balch 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State  and  married 
Miss  Rebecca  J.  Wood,  a daughter  of  Elijah  E. 
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Wood.  At  an  early  day,  they  removed  to  Cort- 
land county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1843  came  with  their 
family  to  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where  the  father  was 
employed  in  a glass  factory  and  at  other  labor. 
Later  they  lived  at  Randall,  William’s  Lock,  along 
the  D.  & H.  canal,  where  they  kept  boarders,  finally 
returning  to  Honesdale,  where  Mr.  Balch  died  in 
1850.  In  the  family  were  four  children,  namely: 
Henry,  who  died  when  young;  Lorman,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Augustus  W.,  our  subject;  and  Eliza, 
who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Balch  died  in  1858,  near 
Honesdale,  and  both  she  and  her  husband  were 
buried  at  Indian  Orchard,  near  by.  Her  mother 
died  when  she  was  quite  young,  and  her  father  not 
long  after,  when  she  was  but  seven  years  of  age ; 
she  and  her  brother  Elijah  subsequently  lived  with 
Hailey  Barnes,  near  Lackawaxen,  Penn.  She  had 
another  brother,  James,  and  two  sisters,  Caroline 
and  Eliza. 

Augustus  W.  Balch  was  born  May  12,  1842,  in 
Cortland  county,  N.  Y.,  near  the  village  of  Virgil, 
but  during  his  infancy  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  he  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county, 
where  his  father  was  employed  for  some  years.  Pie 
commenced  to  earn  his  own  living  when  very 
young,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  accepted  a posi- 
tion on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal,  with  which 
he  was  connected  for  ten  years.  The  succeeding 
seventeen  years  he  spent  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
railroad,  beginning  as  brakeman  on  a freight  train, 
and  by  industry  and  exceptional  ability,  gradually 
working  his  way  upward  until  he  became  night  ticket 
agent  and  baggage  master  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y., 
which  position  he  held  for  some  years.  He  was  also 
in  the  waybill  office  and  was  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  yard  master,  which  he  retained  eleven  years. 
On  severing  his  connection  with  the  road,  in  1882, 
he  purchased  suitable  machinery,  and  for  seven 
months  was  engaged  in  the  kindling  wood  business. 
This  he  sold,  and  on  November  2,  1882,  purchased 
the  store  at  Matamoras  which  he  has  since  con-' 
ducted  with  remarkable  success,  now  doing  the 
leading  business  in  his  line  there.  Within  the  past 
few  years  he  has  taken  into  partnership  his  son, 
Augustus  W.,  Jr.,  and  the  business  is  now  carried 
on  under  the  firm  style  of  A.  W.  Balch  & Son. 

In  Montague,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  ].,  Mr.  Balch 
was  married,  July  4,  1865,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Brink, 
daughter  of  Levi  and  Frances  (Dexter)  Brink.  The 
Dexters  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  New  York- 
State.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  become  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  Alfred  B.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; Erastus  I.,  and 
Augustus  W.  (twins),  born  April  12,  1870,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  is  married  to  Alice  E.  Mulley,  a native 
of  Pike  county,  the  latter  to  Myrta  Westbrook; 
Julia  K.,  who  was  born  in  1874,  and  is  now  cashier 
in  her  father’s  store ; Eliza  F.  and  Fanny,  who  both 
died  in  infancy;  and  Ida,  who  was  born  in  1880,  at 
home. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Balch  is  a 


strong  Republican,  and  he  has  ever  taken  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs.  As  Inde- 
pendent candidate  he  was  elected  county  commis- 
sioner, and  he  has  also  been  called  upon  to  serve 
as  school  director  three  terms,  justice  of  the  peace 
five  years,  and  now  re-elected  for  another  term  of 
five  years,  and  in  various  minor  offices.  Socially, 
he  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows;  and  in  religion  he  is  a member  of  Hope 
Evangelical  Church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as 
trustee,  while  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the 
Baptist  Church.  They  receive  and  merit  the  high 
regard  of  the  entire  community,  and  have  made 
many  warm  friends  since  coming  to  Matamoras, 
where  they  have  a fine  house,  built  in  1895. 

EDWARD  H.  STACK.  Inheriting  from  his 
father  one  occupation,  that  of  farming,  and  living 
on  the  old  homestead,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has 
exhibited  the  best  of  original  enterprise  by  erecting 
on  the  farm  a large  ice  house.  He  supplies  the 
town  of  Susquehanna  with  ice,  and  by  his  honest, 
capable  and  obliging  methods  of  doing  business 
has  become  a most  popular  ice  dealer. 

He  was  born  in  Oakland  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  in  September,  1857,  the  son  of  Ed- 
ward and  Katharine  (Sullivan)  Stack.  Both  par- 
ents were  born  in  County  Kerry,  Ireland.  In  1822, 
when  a young  man,  the  father  migrated  to  Amer- 
ica. At  Utica,  New  York,  he  met  and  married  his 
wife.  He  came  to  Susquehanna  to  work  on  the 
construction  of  the  Erie  road.  He  was  industrious 
and  thrifty,  and  ambitious  to  own  a home  of  his 
own.  In  1856  he  purchased  the  home  in  Oakland 
township,  which  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his 
son,  our  subject.  He  cleared  up  a large  portion 
of  the  farm,  erected  good  buildings  and  there  re- 
sided until  1890.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Sus- 
quehanna, where  he  owns  considerable  real  estate, 
and  where  he  still  lives.  Of  his  children,  May,  the 
eldest  child,  married  Thomas  Riley,  a hotel  pro- 
prietor at  Susquehanna,  and  has  five  children — 
Mary,  Katie,  Nellie,  Mabel  and  Edmund;  Ellen 
married  Michael  King,  an  Erie  engineer  at  Sus- 
quehanna, and  has  two  sons — Edward  and  Arthur ; 
Jared  married  Helen  McGraingan,  and  lives  at 
Scranton ; and  William  is  a machinist  at  Susque- 
hanna. 

Edward  H.  Stack,  our  subject,  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm  in  Oakland  township,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Susquehanna.  He  was 
engaged  for  some  years  as  a butcher  in  Susque- 
hanna. In  1888  he  married  Miss  Mary  Kelly,  who 
was  born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland,  in  1867,  daugh- 
ter of  Matthew  and  Mary  (O’Donnell)  Kelly,  who 
migrated  to  America  in  1870.  Her  parents 
migrated  in  1891  to  Susquehanna,  where  Mr.  Kelly 
is  employed  as  a mechanic  in  the  railroad  shop. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  our  subject  purchased 
the  old  homestead  in  Oakland  township.  Besides 
engaging  in  general  and  dairy  farming  he  is  an 
extensive  ice  dealer.  To  our  subject  and  wife  has 
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been  born  one  son,  Edward  J.,  born  March  25, 
1889,  a student  of  St.  John’s  Academy  in  Susque- 
hanna. In  politics  Mr.  Stack  is  a Democrat.  He 
has  filled  the  office  of  school  director  in  Oakland 
township,  tlimself  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  Mr.  Stack  is  a member  of 
Branch  No.  11,  C.  M.  B.  A.,  of  Susquehanna.  He 
is  a young  business  man  of  enterprise  and  ability, 
and  of  high  moral  standing. 

JOHN  H.  MITCHELL.  Among  the  agricul- 
turists of  Susquehanna  county  who  have  attained 
success  from  a financial  point  of  view  is  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  Almost 
his  entire  life  has  been  passed  upon  his  present 
farm,  and  its  well-tilled  fields  and  the  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  of  the  place  testify  to  his  skill 
and  ability  in  his  chosen  calling. 

The  Mitchell  family  was  founded  in  Connec- 
ticut at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  this  country, 
and  there  our  subject’s  grandfather,  Henry  Mitch- 
ell, was  born  and  reared.  In  Colchester,  New  Lon- 
don county,  that  State,  he  was  married,  April  28, 
1814,  by  Rev.  Amos  Loomis,  to  Miss  Mary  Ely, 
and  in  January,  1816,  they  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  first  locating  in  Brooklyn  township 
and  later  removing  to  Bridgewater  township, 
where  they  lived  for  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  they  removed  to  Lemon  township,  Wyoming 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  both  died,  the  grandmother 
May  4,  1861,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  one  month 
and  eleven  days,  the  grandfather,  October  5,  1880, 
aged  eighty-eight  years  and  six  months.  In  politics 
he  was  a Republican.  Their  children,  who  are  all 
now  deceased,  were  as  follows : Horatio  Henry, 

born  February  7,  1816;  two  who  died  in  infancy 
unnamed;  George  Ely,  father  of  our  subject;  and 
Eunice  Mary,  who  was  born  September  6,  1826, 
and  married  Ezekiel  Mowry,  Jr.,  of  Meshoppen, 
Pennsylvania. 

George  Ely  Mitchell  was  born  in  Brooklyn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  March  16,  1823, 
and  was  seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  removal 
of  the  family  to  Lemon  township,  Wyoming 
county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  mar- 
ried, October  27,  1850,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Thomas, 
a daughter  of  Salmon  and  Roselinda  (Lathrop) 
Thomas,  and  a granddaughter  of  Ezekiel  Lathrop. 
For  fourteen  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell continued  to  follow  farming  in  Lemon  township, 
Wyoming  county,  and  then  removed  to  Springville 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  purchased 
eighty-four  acres  of  partially  improved  land,  to 
the  further  development  and  cultivation  of  which 
he  devoted  his  energies  for  many  years.  He  was 
an  ardent  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  Lemon 
township  most  creditably  filled  a number  of  local 
offices,  including  those  of  supervisor  and  constable. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  manifested  his  love  of 
country  by  trying  to  enlist  in  the  Union  army, 
but  was  rejected.  He  died  May  4.  1884,  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife, 


who  was  born  February  12,  1828,  is  still  living  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Springville  township. 

John  H.  Mitchell,  our  subject,  is  the  only  child 
of  this  worthy  couple.  He  was  born  in  Lemon 
township,  Wyoming  county,  January  16,  1863,  and 
was  two  years  old  when  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  attended  the  common  schools  and  grew 
to  manhood.  He  has  always  remained  on  the  old 
homestead  with  the  exception  of  a few  months 
spent  in  clerking  in  a store  in  Springville.  He  is  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  dairying,  and  for  the 
latter  purpose  keeps  nine  cows.  He  also  operates 
a threshing  machine  and  ensilage  cutter  in  the  fall, 
and  is  agent  for  Heebner  & Sons,  of  Lansdale, 
Montgomery  Co.,  Penn.  He  is  a wide-awake,  en- 
ergetic business  man  whose  sterling  integrity  and 
honorable,  upright  manhood  fully  entitle  him  to 
the  high  position  he  holds  in  the  estimation  of 
his  fellow  citizens.  Politically,  he  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican, and  has  served  as  a member  of  the  elec- 
tion board.  On  January  31,  1884,  he  joined  the 
Odd  Fellows’  Lodge,  No.  992,  of  Springville,  is  a 
charter  member  of  Vesta  Lodge,  No.  187,  Daugh- 
ters of  Rebekah,  and  the  Encampment  No.  50,  at 
Lynn;  and  Utility  Grange,  No.  873,  of  Spring- 
ville. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  in  Dimock  town- 
ship to  Miss  Jessie  Miles,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 29,  1862,  and  died  February  2,  1899.  Her 
great-grandfather,  Thomas  Miles,  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Adams,  were  natives  of 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  were  the  founders  of 
the  family  in  this  State,  taking  up  their  residence 
in  Mehoopany,  Wyoming  county,  when  her  grand- 
father, Thomas  Miles,  Jr.,  was  in  his  teens.  They 
were  farming  people  and  both  died  before  the  birth 
of  her  father.  In  their  family  were  ten  children, 
five  sons  and  live  daughters,  the  former  being 
Thomas;  John,  who  lived  in  Wyoming  county,  but 
died  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.;  Jasper,  who  died 
in  Ohio;  Jonathan,  who  died  in  Susquehanna 
county  ; and  Joseph,  who  went  South  when  a young 
man,  and  all  trace  of  him  was  lost. 

Thomas  Miles,  Jr.,  was  born  in  LitcnfieU 
county,  Conn.,  but  was  reared  in  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.,  and  afterward  spent  twenty  years  in 
Bradford  county,  where  he  owned  and  operated 
a farm.  In  1840  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
and  located  in  Dimock  township,  where  he  bought 
130  acres  of  land  and  made  his  home  until  called 
from  this  life  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  Politically,  he  was  first  a Whig  and  later 
a Republican,  and  religiously  wTas  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  Wyoming  county 
he  married  Polly  Vost,  a daughter  of  Lemuel  and 
Katie  Vost.  She  died  in  1850,  aged  sixty  years. 
Their  children  were  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of 
B.  B.  Wells  ; James,  who  died  in  Wisconsin  ; Jasper, 
wffio  died  in  Susquehanna  county ; Lucy,  wife  of 
Richard  Kinney,  of  Wyoming  county;  Jonathan, 
a resident  of  Lackawanna  county ; John,  who  died 
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in  Susquehanna  county ; Riley,  a soldier  of  the 
Civil  war,  who  died  in  Bradford  county ; William 
C.,  father  of  Mrs.  Mitchell ; Ora,  deceased  wife  of 
A.  Lewis,  of  Bradford  county;  Jerusha,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Canum,  of  the  same  county  ; Cordelia, 
deceased  wife  of  John  Montgomery,  of  Bradford 
county  ; Harriette,  deceased  ; and  Abigail,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

William  C.  Miles  was  born  in  Wyoming 
county,  February  28,  1814,  and  died  January  24, 
1899.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Bradford 
county,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered  a 
sawmill,  where  he  worked  for  two  years ; later  was 
a lumber  contractor  in  Wyoming  county;  and  for 
a year  engaged  in  peddling  goods  through  north- 
eastern Pennsylvania.  He  then  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  and  purchased  115  acres  of  land  in 
Dimock  township,  where  he  is  still  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  dairying,  keeping  a herd  of  about 
sixteen  cows.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a stanch 
Republican,  and  he  most  creditably  served  as  super- 
visor of  his  township  for  several  terms  until  he 
refused  longer  to  accept  the  office.  He  is  a promi- 
nent member  and  trustee  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  fraternally  is  a member  of  the  Grange.  I11  Sus- 
quehanna county,  he  married  Miss  Eliza  C.  Hen- 
drick, a native  of  the  county,  who  died  in  1890,  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years.  Of  the  four  children  born 
of  this  union,  two  died  in  infancy,  and  Mrs.  Mitch- 
ell, who  was  the  youngest,  died  in  1899,  as  pre- 
viously stated.  The  oldest,  Hendrick  Carrington, 
is  still  living  and  makes  his  home  with  his  father. 
He  wedded  Mary  Allen,  a native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  they  have  three  children : Maud  Allen,  now 

the  wife  of  Isaac  Baker;  Edna  Jean;  and  Mary 
Allyne. 

G.  LESTER  LEWIS.  Among  those  agricul- 
utrists  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
whose  farms  manifest  to  the  most  casual  observer 
the  energy  and  ability  of  their  owner  in  his  chosen 
calling,  is  the  subject  of  this  review.  He  was  born 
in  Pike  township,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  March  18, 
1832,  and  is  a son  of  James  and  Betsy  (Ross)  Lewis, 
natives  of  Bradford  and  Susquehanna  counties,  re- 
spectively. 

About  1825  the  father  came  with  his  parents 
to  Susquehanna  county,  and  made  his  home  in 
Middletown  township  until  1837,  when  he  became 
a resident  of  Jessup  township  and  spent  his  last 
days  there.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  for  many  years  served 
his  fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of  constable 
to  their  entire  satisfaction.  He  was  born  February 
9,  1802,  and  died  in  Jessup  township  June  22,  1869, 
while  his  wife  was  born  in  1801,  and  died  in  Brad- 
ford county,  May  10,  1874,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  Fairdale  cemetery.  They  were 
sincere  Christians  and  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their  children  were 
Clarissa  P.,  deceased  wife  of  John  Shelp ; Loren 
S.,  a farmer  of  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y. ; Justus, 


deceased;  G.  Lester,  our  subject;  Mary,  wife  of 
Thomas  E.  Beaumont,  of  Middletown  township ; 
Wilbur,  a farmer  of  Nebraska;  Huldah  J.,  wife  of 
William  Whitney,  a farmer  of  Rush  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county;  and  William,  who  died  while 
serving  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  Our  subject’s 
paternal  grandparents,  John  Lewis  and  wife,  were 
natives  of  Connecticut,  and  on  coming  to  Penn- 
sylvania, located  in  Bradford  county  near  the  Sus- 
quehanna county  line,  where  they  died  in  old  age. 
By  occupation  the  grandfather  was  a farmer.  In 
their  family  were  six  children,  namely:  James, 

Levi,  Gemima,  Cyrus,  Annie  and  Mary,  all  de- 
ceased. The  maternal  grandparents,  Joseph  and 
Polly  Ross,  were  also  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
died  in  Middletown  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
when  past  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

G.  Lester  Lewis  remained  on  the  home  farm 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  was  then  mar- 
ried, at  Montrose,  to  Miss  Rosanna  Shelp,  who 
was  born  in  Jessup  township,  June  11,  1833,  and 
died  July  3,  1873,  being  laid  to  rest  in  Fair  Hill 
cemetery.  By  this  union  three  children  were  born : 
Frederick  married  Hattie  Shay,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Elsa  H.  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Darrow,  a 
farmer  of  the  same  township;  and  Charles  B.  mar- 
ried Luella  Mather  and  lives  in  Binghamton,  New 
York. 

At  Fairdale,  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Lewis 
was  again  married,  May  13,  1874,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Alice  E.  Tuck,  who  was  born  in 
Conklin,  N.  Y.,  July  29,  1849,  a daughter  of  Rev. 
Thomas  and  Catherine  JVanness)  Tuck,  natives 
of  England  and  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  respect- 
ively. Her  paternal  grandparents,  Henry  and  Alice 
E.  (Southworth)  Tuck,  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
England  as  farming  people.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents, George  and  Hannah  Vanness,  were  na- 
tives of  Connecticut,  and  died  at  Standing  Stone, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  When  a young  man,  Rev. 
Thomas  Tuck,  accompanied  by  two  brothers  and 
two  sisters,  emigrated  to  America  and  located  in 
New  York  State,  about  1840.  He  was  a minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  most  of 
his  life  was  devoted  to  school  teaching.  He  died 
in  1850,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-two  years,  and 
was  buried  at  Standing  Stone,  Bradford  county. 
He  had  only  two  children:  Francis,  who  married 

Theressa  Brum  and  died  in  Minneapolis,  Minn. ; 
and  Alice  E.,  wife  of  our  subject.  For  her  second 
husband  the  mother  married  Elias  Jagger,  and  she 
is  now  living  in  Wellsboro,  Penn.,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  The  children  born  of  this 
union  were  Cordelia,  deceased ; Harriet  L.,  wife 
of  Henry  Berchard,  of  Susquehanna ; Mary  A.,  a 
resident  of  Montrose ; and  Carrie  A.,  who  married 
Thomas  Evans,  deceased,  and  died  August  16, 
1899. 

At  the  time  of  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Lewis  was 
employed  as  a sawyer  in  a sawmill  in  Wyalusing 
township,  Bradford  county,  which  position  he  held 
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for  about  six  years.  Later  he  purchased  a farm  in 
that  township,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  which  he  devoted  his  energies  for  thirteen  years, 
and  in  March,  1866,  located  upon  his  present  farm 
in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home  uninterruptedly.  He 
also  owns  an  adjoining  farm,  and  in  the  opera- 
tions of  these  he  has  met  with  a well  deserved 
success.  Politically,  he  is  a supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  its  principles,  and  for  nine  years 
he  most  efficiently  served  as  school  director  in  his 
district.  For  many  years  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  has  held  the 
offices  of  steward  and  class  leader  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  has  ever  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  its  work,  and  in  his  dailv  life 
lias  shown  himself  to  be  consistent  with  the  beliefs 
which  he  professes,  being  generous  and  charitable 
in  answering  the  appeals  of  the  distressed. 

SETH  WATERMAN  EDDY,  a well-known 
and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Rush  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  engaged  during  the  earlier 
years  of  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  is  now 
retired  from  active  labors,  though  he  still  con- 
tinues to  occupy  his  farm.  The  neat  and  thrifty 
appearance  of  his  place  tells,  in  unmistakable  terms, 
of  his  rare  business  enterprise,  untiring  labor,  close 
attention  and  broad  and  liberal  views. 

A native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Eddy 
was  born  in  Dimock  township,  August  4,  1826,  and 
is  a son  of  Charles  and  Abigail  (Lathrop)  Eddy, 
natives  of  V ermont  and  Connecticut,  respectively. 
Both  having  come  to  'Susquehanna  county  at  an 
early  day,  they  were  married  in  Dimock  township, 
November  25,  1818,  but  later  spent  some  time  in 
V ermont,  returning  to  Dimock  township  after  the 
death  of  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  was 
born  May  19,  1791,  and  died  July  30,  1861,  while 
the  mother  was  born  June  10,  1792,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 29,  1865,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred 
at  Elk  Lake,  Dimock  township.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Montrose,  and 
were  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew  them. 
Their  children  were  Eliza  E.,  now  the  widow  of 
Samuel  Cornell,  of  New  Milford,  Penn.;  Mary  E., 
deceased  wife  of  Erastus  Sprout;  Alice  L.,  wife 
of  J.  LI.  Hall,  a farmer  of  Rush  township ; Seth  W., 
our  subject;  Asa  L.,  and  Charles  H.,  both  farmers 
of  Lycoming  county,  Penn. ; Charlotte  E.,  who 
died  young;  and  Charlotte  A.,  deceased  wife  of 
Albert  Little. 

During  his  minority . Seth  W.  Eddy  assisted 
his  father  on  the  home  farm,  and  in  the  sawmill, 
and  then  went  to  Springville  Hollow,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade. 
After  devoting  his  attention  to  that  occupation  for 
fifteen  years,  he  purchased  a farm  and  again  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  spending  two  years 
upon  that  place.  The  following  year  he  rented 
his  father-in-law’s  farm,  and  then  purchased  his 


present  place  in  Rush  township,  to  the  further  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  which  he  devoted 
his  energies  for  many  years  with  most  gratifying 
results. 

On  April  30,  1849,  at  Skinner’s  Eddy,  Wyom- 
ing Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Eddy  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Philena  C.  Doolittle,  who  was  born  in 
that  county,  November  14,  1824.  Her  parents, 
James  and  Laura  (Church)  Doolittle,  were  natives 
of  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  New  York  State,, 
respectively,  and  were  married  February  11,  1821. 
They  were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  the  father  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. Both  died  near  Skinner’s  Eddy,  the  father 
May  19,  1890,  aged  ninety-two  years,  the  mother 
November  12,  1888,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  and 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Laceyville  cemetery,  Wyoming 
county.  Their  children  were  Eunice,  deceased,  who 
first  married  Job  Green,  and  second  Daniel  Brotz- 
rnan  ; Philena,  wife  of  our  subject ; Lucy  A.,  widow 
of  William  Dexter  and  a resident  of  Skinner’s 
Eddy ; and  Sarah  A.,  who  first  married  Weslev  Car- 
len  and  second  E.  E.  Chaffee.  Mrs.  Eddy’s  pa- 
ternal grandparents  were  David  and  Hannah  (El- 
ton) Doolittle,  who  were  born  in  Connecticut  and 
died  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.  The  grandfather 
was  a farmer  and  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  was  four  times  married,  his  second  wife 
being  a Mrs.  Miller,  the  third  Rhoda  Canfield,  the 
fourth  Elizabeth  Huff.  Mrs.  Eddy’s  maternal 
grandparents,  Ebenezer  and  Eunice  (Gernsey) 
Church,  were  natives  of  New  York  State,  where 
the  former  died,  but  the  death  of  the  latter  occurred 
in  Wyoming  county,  Pennsylvania. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eddy  were  born  the  follow- 
ing- children  : James  M.  and  Laura,  who  both  died 
young;  William,  who  married  Lucy  J.  Bolles,  now 
deceased,  and  was  killed  by  a falling  tree,  leaving 
twins — Vern  and  Vera;  Frances  A.,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Lucius  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  ; Vira  A.,  who  died  young;  and  Eliza  M., 
wife  of  T.  H,  Hall,  who  lives  with  our  subject  and 
by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Benton  Milo.  Earnest 
and  consistent  Christian  people,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eddy  are  both'  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
steward,  class  leader  and  Sunday  school  superin- 
tendent. Being  a strong  temperance  man,  he  casts 
his  ballot  with  the  Prohibition  party,  and  he  has 
filled  the  positions  of  school  director  for  four  years 
and  judge  of  elections.  He  never  acts  except  from 
honest  motives,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  has 
maintained  a character  and  standing  that  has  im- 
pressed all  with  his  sincere  and  manly  purpose  to 
do  by  others  as  he  would  have  others  do  by  him. 

JOHN  H.  McCARTY,  a military  veteran,  is 
a leading  agriculturist  of  Milford  township,  Pike 
county,  and  his  homestead  of  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  estates 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  Raymonds  Kill  Falls,  located 
upon  this  tract,  are  much  admired,  one  being  seven- 
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ty-five  and  the  other  sixty  feet  in  height,  and 
the  scenery  attracts  many  visitors  during  the  sum- 
mer season.  The  residence  is  known  as  the  Ray- 
monds Kill  House,  and  in  addition  to  this  farm  Mr. 
McCarty  owns  sixty-five  acres  of  bottom  land  in 
Milford  township,  and  twenty-six  acres  in  Dingman 
township,  Pike  county,  all  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion. 

Mr,  McCarty  was  born  April  27,  1835,  in 
Dingman  township,  and  is  of  Irish  descent  in  the 
paternal  line.  Philip  McCarty,  our  subject’s  great- 
grandfather, came  from  Ireland  at  an  early  day, 
being  so  poor  at  the  time  that  he  was  sold  for  a 
term  of  years  to  pay  for  his  passage,  but  he  became 
one  of  the  wealthiest  pioneers  of  Pike  county,  where 
he  owned  large  tracts  of  land.  Philip  McCarty 
(2),  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  a corporal  in 
the  Revolutionary  army.  He  married  Marie  Van- 
dermart  and  settled  in  Pike  county,  becoming  the 
owner  of  extensive  tracts  of  land.  He  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Frederick,  James,  Joseph,  Philip 
and  Jacob  (twins),  Polly,  who-  married  Aaron  Van 
Auken,  and  Betsey,  who  married  Elias  Hendrick- 
son. 

Jacob  McCarty,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Dingman  township.  Pike  county,  in  1804, 
and  died  there  March  6,  1867,  his  remains  being 
interred  at  Milford  cemetery.  His  wife,  Catherine 
Van  Auken,  was  born  in  1808,  and  died  in  1872 
They  had  four  children : Uriah,  who  married 

Olive  R.  Crawford  and  died  in  1869;  John  H., 
our  subject;  William,  who  married  Virginia  Finch 
and  resides  in  Denver,  Colo. ; and  Abram,  who  mar- 
ried Adelia  Rowe,  and  occupies  the  old  family 
homestead  in  Dingman  township. 

John  H.  McCarty  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-three,  when  he 
purchased  a half  interest  in  a lumber  mill  belong- 
ing to  his  brother  Uriah.  The  partnership  lasted 
until  1862,  when  our  subject  enlisted  at  Milford 
in  Company  B,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  John 
Frazier.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  of  nine 
months,  he  re-enlisted  in  the  same  company  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  for  “three  years  or  the 
war,”  under  Capt.  Club.  During  the  engagement 
at  Seventh  street  road  or  Early’s  raid  on  Washing- 
ton he  was  stationed  on  the  right  flank  of  our  forces 
when  a sliver  struck  him  in  the  forehead,  making 
a wound  so  severe  that  a permanent  scar  resulted, 
but  he  did  not  leave  his  company,  however.  On 
July  13,  1865,  he  was  discharged  from  the  general 
hospital  at  Argyle,  Va.,  and  until  the  following 
spring  he  remained  at  home.  He  then  began  clerk- 
ing in  his  brother’s  store,  but  on  March  7,  1867,  he 
returned  to  the  homestead,  owing  to  his  father’s 
death.  He  had  charge  of  the  place  until  1873,  when 
he  rented  a farm  in  the  bottom  lands  in  Dingman 
township,  and  two  years  later  he  removed  to  his 
present  homestead.  In  1897  he  purchased  the  farm 
which  he  rented  in  1873.  Politically,  he  is  a Re- 
publican and  he  has  always  been  active  in  local 
affairs,  serving  four  terms  as  road  master,  one  as 


school  director,  and  at  times  he  has  been  judge  of 
elections.  In  1897  he  was  elected  poormaster  for 
the  term  of  three  years  and  this  office  he  still  holds. 
He  and  his  family  are  prominent  in  social  life,  and 
he  is  a leading  member  of  Milford  Post,  No.  459, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

In  April,  1871,  he  was  married  in  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary  P.  Howell.  Their  only  son, 
Charles  B.  McCarty,  who  is  much  esteemed  for  his 
sterling  qualities  of  character,  married  Miss  Nellie 
Case,  and  resides  at  the  homestead.  Mrs.  McCarty 
is  a lady  of  fine  mental  abilities  and  much  force  of 
character,  and  her  gracious  manner  adds  a charm 
to  the  hospitality  for  which  her  home  is  noted. 
She  was  born  at  Milford  May  10,  1839,  the  daughter 
of  David  Howell,  and  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Abra- 
ham Howell,  a native  of  Philadelphia,  and  a well- 
known  pioneer  physician,  who  settled  in  Pike  county 
at  an  early  period  and  married  Mary  Nyce,  who  was 
born  in  that  county.  David  Howell,  Mrs.  McCarty’s 
father,  was  born  September  14,  1788,  and  in  early 
manhood  engaged  in  milling  in  Pike  county,  oper- 
ating grist  mills  in  various  places,  seven  years 
being  spent  in  Milford.  His  last  days  were  passed 
upon  a farm  in  Dingham  township,  where  he  died 
July  20,  1861.  In  October,  1830,  he  married  Miss 
Catherine  Newman,  who  was  born  in  Pike  county, 
September  28,  1812,  the  daughter  of  Ira  and  Mary 
Newman,  and  died  in  1890,  her  remains  being  laid 
to  rest  beside  those  of  her  husband  in  Milford 
cemetery.  They  had  ten  children : David,  born 

January  1,  1832,  died  March  20,  1878;  Thomas  N., 
born  February  7,  1834,  resides  in  Hawley;  George, 
born  January  2,  1836,  married  Justa  Hornett  and 
resides  in  New  York;  Charles  B.,  born  November 
10,  1838,  married  Mary  H.  Foster,  and  settled 
upon  a farm  near  Rahway,  N.  J. ; Mary  P.  (Mrs. 
McCarty)  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth ; Foster, 
born  August  2,  1841,  married  Kate  Paddock  and 
resides  at  Pen  Argyl,  Penn. ; John  H.,  born 
August  20,  1844,  died  September  28,  1851  ; Isaac, 
born  January  10,  1850,  died  May  6,  1850;  Miss 
Esther  J.,  born  May  8,  1852,  resides  in  New  York, 
and  James  M.,  born  November  19,  1854,  married 
Susan  Barlow,  and  settled  at  Pen  Argyl,  where 
he  now  holds  the  office  of  postmaster. 

FREEMAN  SPIIFFER.  There  are  some 
families,  whose  connection  with  the  locality  in  which 
they  live  goes  back  to  pioneer  times,  and  whose 
fortunes  and  influences  grow  as  steadily  and  as 
surely  as  the  advance  of  the  county  in  material 
wealth  and  prosperity.  Whether  the  seeds  of  in- 
dustry and  endurance,  planted  in  human  soil  amid 
the  untoward  circumstances  of  life  in  the  wilder- 
ness, are  thus  given  a strong  impetus  towards 

1 future  development,  or  whatever  the  cause,  the  fact 
remains  that  human  nature  thus  unfolds.  One  of 
the  families  deserving  especial  mention  in  the 
biographical  records  of  Monroe  county  is  that  of 
Freeman  Shiffer. 

His  father,  George  Shiffer,  was  one  of  the 
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forerunners  of  civilization.  He  came  to  the  fertile 
and  well-cultivated  acres  of  our  subject,  when  a 
dense  and  forbidding  wilderness  covered  the  land, 
and  bravely  assumed  the  task  of  reducing  it  to  cul- 
tivated fields.  George  Shiffer  was  a native  of  Chest- 
nut Hill  township.  He  was  born  in  1807,  son  of 
Jacob  and  Susan  (Teel)  Shiffer,  an  honored  pioneer 
couple  who  through  life  endured  the  privations  and 
hardships  of  the  solitudes  of  nature,  though  they 
were  not  without  their  compensations.  George 
Shiffer  was  raised  in  the  wilderness.  He  married 
Mary  Sox,  and  built  for  himself  a little  log  cabin 
in  the  forest,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  was  a man  of  courage  and  conviction, 
served  the  township  for  several  terms  as  constable, 
was  a prominent  member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  in  politics  was  a Democrat.  He  died  in  1850 
at  the  age  of  forty-three  years.  His  wife  survived 
until  1866,  when  she  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  The  children  born  to  George 
and  Mary  Shiffer  were  as  follows:  John,  who  mar- 
ried Amanda  Altamose,  and  lives  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  Monroe  county;  Julia  Ann,  wife  of  Tim- 
othy Kresge,  of  the  same  township  ; Freeman,  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ; William  FI.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years ; Peter,  who  enlisted  in  the  army 
during  the  Civil  war,  as  a substitute  for  his  brother 
John,  and  died  of  fever  while  in  service;  and  James 
K.,  a Methodist  Episcopal  clergyman,  now  of  Volga 
City,  Iowa. 

Freeman  Shiffer  was  born  on  the  old  Shiffer 
homestead,  on  the  Pleasant  Valley  ,road  in  Chest- 
nut Hill  township,  October  12,  1838,  and  amid  its 
pleasant  memories  and  scenes  he  still  continues  to 
pass  his  useful  and  influential  life.  His  youth  was 
passed  under  the  usual  circumstances  attending 
to  life  upon  a farm.  There  was  an  abundance  of 
hard  work,  and  during  the  winter  months  a little 
schooling.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  began 
with  Charles  Koehler,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
an  apprenticeship  at  shoemaking,  working  on  his 
farm  during  the  summer  and  his  trade  during  the 
winter.  For  twelve  years  he  applied  himself  dili- 
gently to  his  trade,  then  abandoned  it  to  devote  all 
his  attention  to  farming. 

On  October  29,  1865,  Mr.  Shiffer  was  married, 
at  Sciota,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Gregory,  a 
native  of  Monroe  county.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Catherine  (Kresge)  Gregory,  and  was 
born  August  17,  1845,  on  the  farm  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  where  her  mother  yet  resides.  John 
Gregory  was  born  in  Polk  township,  Monroe 
county,  August  12,  1815,  a son  of  David  Gregory, 
who  in  early  times  migrated  from  Berks,  his  na- 
tive county,  to  what  is  now  Monroe  county.  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  John  Gregory,  was  born  February 
22,  1826,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Catherine 
(Serfass)  Kresge.  To  John  and  Catherine  Gregory 
were  born  the  following  children  : Mary  Jane,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Francis  and  Charles,  twins,  the  lat- 
ter dving  in  infancy,  and  the  former  now  living  on 
the  old  homestead,  having  married  Hannah  Ever- 


ett; Diana,  who  married  Josiah  Green,  of  Pen  Ar- 
gyl,  Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased;  Sarah,  who 
married  Peter  Bonser,  of  Hamilton  township,  and 
is  now  deceased.  John  Gregory  passed  to  the  un- 
seen world  September  19,  1898.  In  politics  he  was 
a Democrat,  and  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  Though  for  some  years  he  had 
lived  a retired  life,  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  Chestnut  Hill  township. 

The  family  of  Freeman  and  Mary  Jane  Shiffer 
consisted  of  the  following  children : Elmer  E.,  a 

school  teacher  of  Northampton,  who  married  Jen- 
nie Dugan ; Sarah  E.,  wife  of  John  Waltz,  a farmer 
of  Chestnut  Hill  township ; Emma  J.,  at  home ; 
John  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; James 
F.,  a school  teacher,  residing  with  his  parents ; 
Ella  A.,  also  a school  teacher,  living  at  home ; and 
Katie  A.,  at  home.  Mr.  Shiffer  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  agriculturists  of  Monroe  county.  He 
has  been  one  of  the  foremost  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  during  the  past  eighteen  years  .■ 
he  has  served  as  deacon  and  elder  for  a period  of 
nine  years  each,  besides  being  a member  of  classes 
several  times.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat.  For 
a number  of  terms  he  has  served  his  township  as 
school  director,  and  has  also  been  overseer  of  the  : 
poor.  In  1897  he  was  the  candidate  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  for  jury  commissioner,  and  was  de- 
feated by  a narrow  margin  of  fourteen  votes.  As 
a farmer  Mr.  Shiffer  has  prospered  beyond  the  usual 
measure.  He  is  well  informed  not  only  in  matters 
which  pertain  to  his  business,  but  in  the  current 
events  of  importance.  His  mind  is  active  and  re- 
ceptive, while  his  judgment  is  keen,  and  readily 
discriminates  between  that  which  is  of  value  and 
that  which  is  of  transient  or  of  doubtful  worth.  ■ 
He  is  popular  with  his  fellow  citizens,  and  in  every 
sense  a prominent  and  respected  resident  of  Monroe 
county. 

WILLIAM  P.  CRANDALL.  In  the  after- 
noon of  life  comfort  comes  to  those  who  can  look 
back  over  a successful  career,  who  have  striven 
and  attained,  whose  years  are  crowned  with 
achievements  and  good  deeds  done.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  has  reached  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  His  three-quarters  of  a century  have  been 
passed  within  the  limits  of  Susquehanna  county. 
Content  to  live  the  life  of  an  unassuming  farmer, 
he  has  nevertheless  been  a conspicuous  figure,  made 
such  by  his  inherent  force  of  character.  He  has 
been  active  in  church  work,  and  his  good  judg- 
ment has  frequently  been  asked  in  matters  of  busi- 
ness and  in  public  affairs.  He  has  been  called  upon 
to  advocate  the!  cause  of  his  neighbors  in  the  local  ; 
tribunals,  and  has  held  many  of  the  local  offices,  j 
Although  he  has  passed  his  three  score  years  and 
ten  he  remains  the  same  enterprising  and  ambitious 
farmer  as  in  younger  days.  With  the  good  judg- 
ment to  resign  the  active  farm  work  to  other  hands,  ! 
he  still  has  his  sphere  of  work,  without  which  he  j 
would  perhaps  be  discontented.  For  it  is  the  his-  j 
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tory  of  active  and  successful  men  that  work  is  life, 
and  excessive  rest,  stagnation.  Mr.  Crandall  is  a 
keen,  intellectual  old  gentleman  in  whose  eye  still 
sparkles  the  fires  of  interest  and  enthusiasm,  and  in 
whose  busy  brain  is  the  ripeness  of  wisdom,  char- 
ity and  truth. 

Mr.  Crandall  comes  of  pioneer  stock.  His 
grandparents,  Caleb  and  Ransom  Crandall,  soon 
after  their  marriage  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  mi- 
grated to  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  Caleb  Crandall  was  a native  of  Rhode 
Island.  In  his  new  Western  home  he  followed 
well  digging,  wall  building  and  grist  mill  work  at 
Brooklyn  Center.  He  died  in  Dimock  township  in 
1854,  aged  eighty-six  years.  Both  himself  and  wife 
were  buried  at  Brooklyn  Center  cemetery.  They 
left  three  children,  Asa,  father  of  our  subject ; Polly, 
who  married  Aaron  Saunders,  of  Lathrop  town- 
ship; and  Nancy,  who  married  Thomas  Wilnrarth. 

Asa  Crandall,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Bridgewater  township.  In  early  life  he 
worked  in  a cotton  mill  and  later  learned  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade.  He  married,  in  Brooklyn  township, 
Rhoda,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Rhoda  (Perry) 
Tewksbury,  and  after  marriage  continued  the  trade 
of  shoemaking  in  Brooklyn  township  in  connection 
with  farming.  He  was  a devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  in  politics  was  a stanch 
Democrat.  His  death  occurred  on  his  farm  in 
Brooklyn  township  when  he  was  aged  sixty-four 
years,  and  his  good  wife  died  aged  sixty-two  years. 
Their  children  were  as  follows  : William  P.,  our 

subject;  Edwin,  who  died  young;  Emaline,  who 
married  G.  W.  Tiffany,  of  Lathrop  township,  and 
is  now  deceased ; Sarah,  deceased ; Charles  E.,  a 
farmer  of  Brooklyn  township ; Amanda,  widow  of 
Ira  Foster,  of  Vermont,  and  now  living  at  Bing-- 
hamton,  N.  Y. 

William  P.  Crandall  was  born  in  Brooklyn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  October  26,  1824. 
He  was  reared  on  a farm  and  his  early  education 
was  received  under  the  laborious  necessity  of  walk- 
ing three  miles  for  it.  Early  in  life  he  became 
self-sustaining,  for  when  but  nineteen  years  of  age 
he  purchased  from  Judge  William  Jessup  a farm  of 
sixty-three  acres  in  Brooklyn  township.  He  was 
married.  February  1,  1844,  to  Philena  Miles,  daugh- 
ter of  Edmund  and  Sally  (Irnes)  Miles,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
after  marriage  came,  in  1824,  to  Susquehanna 
county.  Edmund  Miles  was  the  son  of  Jesse  and 
Olive  Miles,  and  was  one  of  nine  children,  as 
follows : Rawlin,  a lawyer  of  Abington,  Penn. ; 

Reuben,  a shipbuilder  of  New  York  City;  Jared, 
shoemaker  of  Brooklyn,  Penn. ; Edmund,  father  of 
Mrs.  Crandall ; Hartshorn,  a farmer  in  Brooklyn, 
Penn. ; Betsey,  who  married  Samuel  Brown,  of  Car- 
bondale,  Penn.;  Caroline,  who  married  Oraz 
Wright,  of  Lathrop ; Fidelia,  who  married  William 
Moon  of  Otsego,  N.  Y.,  and  Parker,  who  was  a 
resident  of  Hopbottom.  The  family  of  Edmund 
and  Sally  Miles  was  as  follows : Willard,  who  died 


young;  Philena,  born  January  28,  1824,  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Emeline,  widow  of  Stephen  Gavitt,  of 
Hopbottom.  To  our  subject  and  wife,  William  P. 
and  Philena  Crandall,  were  born  eight  children, 
namely:  Ellen  R.,  wife  of  H.  Wright,  of  Hopbot- 
tom; Edmund  M.,  who  married  Sarah  Yeomans, 
and  is  a carpenter  of  Hopbottom ; Emma  F., 
widow  of  John  Smith,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Elbert, 
who  died  a young  man;  Eva  J.,  wife  of  Eugene 
Wright,  of  Hopbottom;  Eliza  E.,  who  married 
Alonzo  Miles,  of  Hopbottom,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Zaidee  M.,  who  married  Herbert  Yeomans,  of 
Hopbottom;  and  Josephine  A.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years. 

Our  subject  began  housekeeping  on  a farm 
of  sixty  acres,  which  he  increased  from  time  to 
time  until  it  amounted  to  240  acres,  of  which  175 
acres  were  improved  land,  and  which  he  farmed 
extensively,  often  raising  500  bushels  of  oats,  500 
bushels  of  corn  and  60  tons  of  hay.  He  also  dealt 
extensively  in  stock  and  appreciating  the  value  of 
travel  passed  considerable  time  pleasantly  and 
profitably  in  that  way.  In  1883  Mr.  Crandall  dis- 
posed of  his  farm,  giving  part  to  his  children  and 
selling  the  remainder.  Purchasing  nine  acres  of 
land  in  the  village  of  Hopbottom  he  has  since  re- 
sided there.  In  politics  Mr.  Crandall  is  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  has  held  many  offices,  including 
those  of  supervisor,  constable,  collector,  street  com- 
missioner, health  commissioner,  poormaster,  etc. 
For  many  years  he  has  practiced  in  the  justice 
courts.  For  thirty-five  years  he  has  been  a veteri- 
nary surgeon.  Himself  and  wife  have  been  for 
fifty-five  years  members  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
of  which  he  has  served  as  trustee  and  steward. 

DANIEL  M.  KIMBLE,  a leading  lumberman 
and  farmer  of  Dyberry  township,  Wayne  county, 
has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  county,  his  birth 
occurring  in  Oregon  township,  August  26,  1846. 
His  father,  George  W.  Kimble,  was  born  in  Dy- 
berry township,  in  1820,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  removed  to  Oregon  township,  where  he 
purchased  a tract  of  timberland  and  a mill,  devoting 
his  energies  to  lumbering  and  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  September  11,  1893.  He 
married  Miss  Phoebe,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eliza 
(Jackson)  Schoonover,  and  to  them  were  born  four 
children,  namely : Asa,  who  died  at  the  age  of 

twelve  years  ; Daniel  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ; 
Abbie  Jane,  now  the  widow  of  Joseph  D.  Parson,  of 
Rhode  Island  ; and  George  A.,  a resident  of  Oregon 
township.  After  the  mother’s  death  the  father  mar- 
ried Lucetta  Schoonover,  by  whom  he  had  one 
daughter,  Ella  A.,  now  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Ridd,  of 
Oregon  township. 

Daniel  M.  Kimble  acquired  a good  practical 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  early  became 
familiar  with  the  labors  which  fall  to  the  lot  of 
the  farmer  and  lumberman.  Soon  after  his  mar- 
riage he  purchased  a farm  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  Dyberrv  township,  to  the  cultivation  and  im- 
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provement  of  which  he  devotes  much  of  his  time, 
though  he  is  still  interested  in  lumbering.  In  1882 
and  1883,  during  the  fall  and  winter,  he  ran  a hay 
press  for  D.  G.  Allen,  James  Birdsall,  Seth  Powell, 
and  also  for  Warren  K.  Dimock,  buying  the  hay 
by  contract.  Since  1888  he  has  been  soliciting 
agent  for  the  Hartford  Life,  Accident  and  Fire  In- 
surance Co.,  and  has  been  quite  successful  ^along 
that  line.  On  attaining  to  man’s  estate  Mr.  Kimble 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Adams, 
a daughter  of  William  and  Matilda  (Stark)  Adams, 
both  natives  of  Wayne  county,  the  former  born  in 
Manchester  township,  the  latter  in  Mt.  Pleasant. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kimble  have  five  children  : Allen  M., 
born  April  16,  1869,  is  at  home;  H.  Winfield,  born 
February  11,  1871,  is  a resident  of  Dyberry ; Flor- 
ence, born  January  8,  1875,  is  the  wife  of  Osmar 
Nield,  of  Oregon  township;  and  Verna  I.,  born 
August  5,  1877,  was  married  December  14,  1898, 
to  George  W.  Van  Dusen,  of  Oregon  township,  and 
now  resides  in  Dyberry ; and  Olive  Gertrude,  born 
July  10,  1880,  is  at  home. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Kimble 
was  much  too  young  to  enter  the  service,  but  on 
September  22,  1864,  although  only  eighteen  years 
of  age,  he  enlisted  in  'Company  M,  198th  P.  V.  I., 
and  ten  days  later  the  company  was  placed  on 
picket  duty  before  Petersburg,  where  some  severe 
fighting  was  experienced.  At  the  battle  of  Black 
Creek  (the  day  before  Lee’s  surrender)  Mr.  Kimble 
was  wounded  and  removed  to  the  hospital  at  City 
Point.  The  war  being  over,  and  his  services  no 
longer  needed,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Philadelphia,  June  1,  1865,  and  returned  home.  He 
is  now  an  honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  For  many  years  the  Republican 
party  has  found  in  him  an  earnest  advocate  and 
stanch  supporter.  He  has  faithfully  and  efficiently 
served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity  of  auditor, 
tax  collector,  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  for  six 
years  was  a member  of  the  school  board. 

Le  ROY  G.  SMITH,  one  of  the  leading  young 
business  men  of  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county,  was 
born  at  that  place,  November  28,  1869,  a son  of 
G.  G.  and  Catherine  (Garey)  Smith,  highly  re- 
spected and  honored  citizens  of  Gouldsboro,  who 
are  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject,  acquired  in 
the  common  schools,  was  supplemented  by  a course 
in  Wood’s  Business  College,  where  he  graduated  in 
1889.  He  began  his  business  career  as  an  employe 
in  a sawmill  under  his  father’s  supervision,  and  also 
held  the  positions  of  bookkeeper  and  clerk  at 
Marshville,  Penn.  For  some  years  past  he  has  now 
been  employed  as  clerk  in  William  Wallace’s  mer- 
cantile establishment  at  Gouldsboro,  and  his  ser- 
vices have  given  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. The  Democratic  party  always  finds  in  him 
a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  has  been 
honored  with  a number  of  official  positions,  being 
inspector  of  election,  auditor  and  township  clerk. 


LEONARD  G.  CLEARWATER.  There  are 
few  men  more  worthy  of  representation  in  a work 
of  this  character  than  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
who  was  for  many  years  a prominent  hotel  man  of 
Hamlinton,  and  is  now  passing  the  later  years  of 
his  life  upon  a pleasant  farm  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Mr.  Clearwater  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.,  July  2,  1833,  a son  of  Abram  and  Nancy  (God- 
frey) Clearwater.  The  father  was  born  in  Old  Paltz, 
Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  4,  1796,  and  was  a son  of 
Abram  Clearwater,  Sr.,  a native  of  Holland  and 
a farmer  by  occupation,  who  located  in  that^ county 
on  coming  to  the  New  World,  and  there  died  at  the 
extreme  old  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  In  Orange 
county,  Abram  Clearwater,  Jr.,  met  and  married 
Nancy  Godfrey,  who  was  born  in  that  county, 
March  4,  1807.  Her  father,  Daniel  Godfrey,  was 
a prominent  business  man  of  that  county,  where  he 
conducted  a hotel,  engaged  in  merchandising  and 
also  operated  a stage  line  between  Bloomingburg 
and  Newburg,  a distance  of  twenty-four  miles.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Until  1850 
the  parents  of  our  subject  resided  on  a farm  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  then  removed  to  Bing- 
hamton, that  State,  but  not  being  pleased  with  the 
location  they  went  to  Guilford,  Penn.,  a month 
later.  For  three  years  the  father  conducted  a hotel 
at  that  place ; was  then  similarly  employed  in 
Wyoming,  Penn.,  for  the  same  length  of  time;  and 
in  1859  came  to  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  purchased  the  Salem  Hotel  for  our  subject. 
There  he  died  in  October,  1866,  and  his  wife  died 
in  the  same  house  April  15,  1871,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  in  the  Salem  cemetery.  In  his 
political  affiliations  he  was  a Republican.  Their 
children  were  as  follows : Charles  C.,  born  Feb- 

ruary 18,  1825,  married  Anna  Depew,  and  is  now 
deceased;  Caroline,  born  February  29,  1828,  died 
when  young-;  Jeanette,  born  August  9,  1830,  died 
when  young;  Leonard  G.  is  the  next  of  the  family; 
George  A.,  born  November  17,  1836,  married  Elea- 
nora  Hamlin,  and  lives  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; and 
Henry,  born  June  8,  1846,  died  when  young. 

Leonard  G.  Clearwater  was  reared  on  his  fath- 
er’s farm  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  going  to  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  worked  in  a sash  and  blind  fac- 
tory for  five  years.  He  then  followed  the  same 
business  in  Galesburg,  111.,  for  one  year,  and 
on  his  return  East  joined  his  father  in  Wyom- 
ing, Penn.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
He  then  took  charge  of  the  hotel  in  Hamlinton, 
which  his  father  had  purchased  for  him,  and 
successfully  conducted  the  same  until  1884,  when 
he  sold  it  to  George  Hamlin  and  demoved  to  his 
present  farm  in  Salem  township,  where  he  is  now 
living  retired  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
former  toil. 

On  October  16,  i860,  at  Hollisterville,  Wayne 
countv.  Mr.  Clearwater  was  married  to  Miss 
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Amanda  Hollister,  a daughter  of  William  and  Polly 
(Jones)  Hollister,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut, 
but  became  acquainted  and  were  married  in  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  March  25,  1814.  Her  paternal 
grandfather,  John  Hollister,  spent  his  entire  life 
in  the  Nutmeg  State,  was  a wealthy  land  owner, 
and  also  had  an  interest  in  a cotton  factory.  Her 
maternal  grandparents  were  Asa  and  Polly  Jones, 
of  Connecticut.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clearwater  was 
born  one  son:  Frank  A.,  who  was  born  January 

23,  1863,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months. 

Socially,  Mr.  Clearwater  is  a Master  Mason, 
and  politically  is  a Republican.  He  has  been  hon- 
ored with  a number  of  local  offices  of  trust  and 
responsibilities,  the  duties  of  which  he  most  capably 
and  faithfully  discharged,  being  school  director 
three  years ; poormaster  for  six  consecutive  years, 
and  at  another  time  poormaster  for  nine  years.  His 
career  has  ever  been  such  as  . to  command  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact,  either  in  business  or  in  social  life. 

W.  P.  DOWNING  is  one  of  the  influential 
members  of  the  farming  community  of  Berlin  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  one  of  its  well-to-do  and 
energetic  citizens.  He  is  entirely  a self-made  man, 
for  he  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune, 
and  has  builded  wisely  and  well,  aided  only  by  his 
own  strong  arms,  indomitable  energy  and  laudable 
ambition. 

A native  of  England,  Mr.  Downing  was  born 
in  Cornwall,  February  4,  1863,  and  is  a son  of  John 
and  Ann  (Petherick)  Downing,  also  natives  of 
Cornwall,  who  now  make  their  home  in  South 
Canaan,  Penn.  The  father  has  worked  some  in  the 
car  shops  at  Carbondale,  but  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  has  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Their  children  are  W.  P.,  Emily,  Frederick,  Lucy, 
Bessie,  John,  Albert  and  Charles. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a 
farm  in  his  native  land,  attended  school  to  some 
extent,  and  was  taught  to  be  honest  and  faithful 
in  all  things.  He  was  married  in  Cornwall,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1882,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Box,  also  a native 
of  that  county,  and  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Medland)  Box.  Her  mother,  who  was  a consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  died 
in  England,  in  1882.  She  was  a sister  of  ex-Sheriff 
Medland,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.  Mr.  Box  is 
still  living  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Prompton, 
Penn.  He  is  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  an  Epis- 
copalian in  religious  belief.  Flis  children  are  Mary 
J.,  Elizabeth,  Fanny,  John,  William,  Emily  and 
George.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Downing  have  been 
born  ten  children,  namely:  Emma  A.,  Fred  W., 

Mary  P.,  Lucy  J.,  Bessie  M.,  Ethel  E.,  John  H., 
Wilber  F.,  Frances  M.,  and  Agnes  E. 

On  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1883,  Mr. 
Downing  first  located  at  Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  spent  one  year.  He  then  entered 


the  employ  of  Frailey  & Penwarden,  and  for  eight 
years  served  as  foreman  in  their  factory.  In  1892 
he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Berlin  township, 
which  is  an  excellent  dairy  farm  of  103  acres.  Half 
a century  ago  this  place  was  an  old  stage  station, 
Jacob  Travis  running  a hotel  there,  known  as  the 
Halfway  House,  between  Cochecton  and  Hones- 
dale.  Upon  the  farm  is  an  excellent  residence, 
good  barns  and  outbuildings  and  a five  acre  or- 
chard. Mr.  Downing  is  a progressive,  and  thrifty 
farmer,  and  is  also  a stockholder  in  the  Beach  Lake 
Creamery,  of  which  he  has  been  secretary  for  the 
past  six  years.  He  is  now  filling  his  second  term 
of  office  as  poormaster  in  Berlin  township,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  active  and  zealous  workers  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  community. 
Although  comparatively  a young  man,  he  has  al- 
ready met  with  success  in  his  life  work,  and  has 
gained  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  In  religious  belief  both 
himself  and  wife  are  Episcopalians. 

EDWIN  W.  SLOATE,  a wide-awake  and 
energetic  young  farmer  of  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  was  born  August  4,  1867,  in 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  a son  of  Leander  and 
Sarah  A.  Sloate.  The  mother,  who  was  a sincere 
Christian  woman,  a faithful  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  died  when  our  subject  was 
only  five  years  old,  leaving  four  children,  namely: 
•Emma;  John,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead; 
Edwin  W. ; and  Isabelle,  wife  of  Charles  Sterling, 
of  Hopbottom,  Penn.  For  his  second  wife  the 
father  married  Julia  Merrill.  He  is  a farmer  by 
occupation,  a Republican  in  politics,  is  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  county,  and  during  the 
Civil  war  valiantly  aided  in  the  defense  of  the  Union 
as  a soldier  of  the  Federal  army. 

The  literary  education  of  our  subject  was 
acquired  in  the  common  schools,  which  he  at- 
tended when  his  services  were  not  needed  on  the 
home  farm,  for  he  was  early  inured  to  the  arduous 
duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He 
was  married  October  30,  1889,  to  Miss  Hattie  Har- 
per, who  has  been  to  him  a faithful  wife  and  help- 
meet, aiding  him  at  all  times  by  her  encouragement 
and  sympathy.  Her  father,  Edgar  Harper,  is  a 
well-known  and  prominent  citizen  of  Susquehanna 
county,  being  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  and 
progressive  men  of  his  community.  He  married 
Betsy  Allen,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
children  : Mrs.  Eva  Allen,  deceased ; Mrs.  Flattie 

Sloate  ; and  Della,  wife  of  Joseph  Sheen,  of  Dimock 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  active  and  zealous  workers  in  its  interests. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  four  children,  Vern, 
Ethel  B.,  Carl  and  Earl. 

Mr.  Sloate  has  a fine  farm,  ninety-nine  acres  in 
extent,  and  engages  to  some  extent  in  stock  rais- 
ing. In  1897  he  had  a colt  which  carried  off  first 
prize  at  the  Harford  fair.  In  religious  connection 
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both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sloate  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Prohibition  party.  They  are  widely 
and  favorably  known  and  their  friends  are  many 
throughout  the  county. 

THEODORE  R.  MESICK,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  and  most  influential  citizens  of  Great 
Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born 
there  in  August,  1844,  and  throughout  his  active 
business  life  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  community.  He  is 
a grandson  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Truax)  Mesick, 
natives  of  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.  For  many  years 
the  grandfather  followed  farming  at  Conklin,  that 
State,  and  there  died  in  1839,  his  wife  some  years 
later.  Their  children  were  all  born  in  Columbia 
county  and  were  as  follows:  (1)  Maria  married 

John  Bowman  and  died  in  Bucks  county,  Penn., 
leaving  six  children — Henry ; Ralph ; Annie,  wife 
of  Charles  Mesick,  of  Columbia  county,  N.  Y. ; 
Elida,  wife  of  Harry  Towdy,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn. ; 
Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Abram  Beams;  and  John, 
who  was  killed  on  the  Albany  & Troy  railroad. 
(2)  Margaret  was  the  second  wife  of  John  Bowman, 
and  had  three  children — Victoria,  Ella  and  Bell, 
all  residents  of  Philadelphia.  (3)  Christina  married 
William  Park,  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they 
resided  in  Corning,  that  State,  where  both  died. 
They  had  five  sons — Charles,  George,  Eugene  and 
Robert,  all  living;  and  Frederick,  who  died  in 
childhood.  (4)  Henry  married  Emeline  Walter- 
myre,  a half  sister  of  Lewis  Payne,  the  noted  politi- 
cian of  Chatham,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Mesick  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  government  as  a custom  house  of- 
ficial in  New  York  City,  where  he  died.  His  chil- 
dren were  William  E.,  a government  official  at 
Troy,  N.  Y. ; Mary,  who  died  young;  Samuel,  a 
resident  of  Utica,  N.  Y. ; and  Charles,  a resident  of 
Chicago,  111.  (5)  Sophia  married  Lewis  Parks, 

of  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died,  leaving 
two  children — Henry ; and  Lewis,  a resident  of 
Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. 
For  her  second  husband,  Mrs.  Parks  married  Sam- 
uel AATight,  who  died  in  Hickory  Grove,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  she  later  removed  to  Montrose, 
where  her  death  occurred.  By  her  second  marriage 
she  had  one  son,  Samuel  S.,  now  register  and  re- 
corder for  Susquehanna  county.  (6)  Ralph  A. 
married  Josephine  Lines,  of  Franklin  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  lived  for  some  years, 
but  spent  his  last  days  in  Great  Bend  township.  He 
left  no  family.  (7)  Annie  married  Amasa  B.  White, 
cashier  of  a bank  in  Campbell,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y. 
(8)  Granville  married  Susan  Hall  and  resided  for 
a number  of  years  in  Great  Bend  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  Their  children  were  Leverett 
and  Louella. 

Peter  W.  Mesick,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
completes  this  family.  He  was  born  in  Columbia 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1814,  and  was  there  reared,  his 
education  being  acquired  in  the  district  schools  of 


the  county.  When  a young  man  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Conklin  township,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  lived  for  a few  years,  and  on  disposing  of 
that  place  bought  a farm  in  Great  Bend  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  upon  which  he  spent  his 
remaining  years.  In  September,  1838,  at  Stock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  he  married  Miss  Nancy  J.  Haywood, 
who  was  born  in  Johnstown,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y., 
in  1818,  and  died  in  1888,  after  a happy  married 
life  of  fifty  years.  The  father  spent  his  last  days 
with  our  subject,  passing  away  in  February,  1894,. 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  among 
the  most  highly  esteemed  and  upright  citizens  of 
the  county,  and  had  a host  of  warm  friends.  In 
his  family  were  five  children,  namely : (1)  Dewitt 
C.,  born  in  Conklin,  N.  Y.,  in  July,  1839,  died  July 
27,  1842.  (2)  Henry,  born  May  10,  1842,  was  well 
educated  in  the  higher  branches  of  learning,  and 
was  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Susquehanna 
for  several  terms.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1866,  he  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  one 
of  the  large  stores  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (3) 
Theodore  R.,  our  subject,  js  the  next  in  order  of 
birth.  (4)  Addison  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Great  Bend  township,  in  May,  1849,  and  there 
he  still  continues  to  reside,  two  miles  east  of  the 
village  of  Great  Bend.  He  received  a good  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Hallstead  and  Great  Bend. 
In  January,  1872,  he  married  Harriet  James,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Miranda  James,  honored 
early  settlers  of  Great  Bend,  and  they  have  three 
children — Henry,  Frank  and  Ralph,  all  students  in 
the  Great  Bend  schools.  (5)  William  H.,  born  on 
the  old  homestead  in  November,  1851,  died  in  1863. 

The  early  education  acquired  by  Theodore  R. 
Mesick  in  the  district  schools,  was  supplemented  by 
a course  in  the  higher  graded  schools  of  Great 
Bend.  He  always  remained  with  his  father  upon 
the  home  farm,  and  after  his  marriage  purchased 
a part  of  the  place  and  erected  thereon  a comfort- 
able residence.  His  time  and  attention  have  al- 
ways been  given  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  on 
leaving  the  old  homestead  in  1894,  he  removed  to 
his  present  farm  near  Red  Rock  on  the  Susque- 
hanna river  in  Great  Bend  township. 

In  1870,  Mr.  Mesick  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Eleanor  Jackson,  of  Great  Bend,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Wharton)  Jackson, 
prominent  citizens  of  Great  Bend  township,  the 
former  born  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1812, 
the  latter  in  Greene  county,  that  State,  in  1814. 
They  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  in  1840,  and 
after  a short  time  spent  in  Great  Bend,  bought 
property  at  Flickory  Grove,  known  as  the  Almon 
Munson  farm.  Later  they  located  near  the  Red 
Rock  tannery  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  and  con- 
ducted the  boarding  house  for  the  tanning  com- 
pany for  nine  years.  While  living  here  Mr.  Jackson 
enlisted  in  the  50th  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Richmond,  in  June,  1864.  He  was  a noted 
hunter  and  frequently  killed  two  or  three  bears  in 
one  day.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying 
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in  1887.  In  their  family  were  nine  children.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mesick  have  one  son,  William  P.,  who  was 
born  in  October,  1872,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Great  Bend. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mesick  is  a Jacksonian  Demo- 
crat, with  which  party  his  father  also  affiliated,  and 
he  has  held  the  offices  of  auditor,  school  director 
and  supervisor  for  three  years  each.  Religiously 
he  and  his  family  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Hallstead,  and  fraternally 
are  active  and  prominent  members  of  East  Great 
Bend  Grange,  No.  940.  The  son  was  a delegate  to 
the  State  Grange  in  Williamsport,  in  1896,  and  two 
years  before  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mesick  were  both  sent 
as  delegates  to  Harrisburg,  he  being  master  of  the 
local  Grange  at  that  time.  He  is  a recognized 
leader  in  agricultural  circles  in  his  township,  and 
has  done  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
farmer.  His  support  is  never  withheld  from  any 
enterprise  which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove 
of  public  benefit,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  them. 

EVAN  W.  JONES.  Both  as  miner  and  as 
farmer  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  eminently 
successful.  Many  years  ago  he  abandoned  the 
former  occupation  for  farming,  and  has  by  his 
own  efforts  won  property  and  influence  in  Gibson 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  now  owns 
and  operates  the  well-known  Oscar  Washburn 
farm. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a native  of  Wales,  having  been 
born  in  Swansea,  January  14,  1827,  son  of  Thomas 
W.  and  Mary  (Edmund)  Jones,  who  in  1854 
migrated  from  Wales  to  America  and  settled  in 
Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.  Thomas  Jones,  the  father,  was 
a farmer  by  occupation.  From  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn., 
he  moved  to  Rock  Island,  111.,  where  he  worked  in 
the  mines.  Later,  he  returned  to  Carbondale, 
Penn.,  where  he  died  in  1867,  aged  seventy-five 
years.  His  wife  died  in  Olyphant,  Penn.,  in  1874. 
To  Thomas  and  Mary  Jones  were  born  six  children, 

| namely : William,  of  Herrick  township,  Susque- 

; hanna  county;  Evan  W.,  our  subject;  Daniel,  who 
enlisted  at  Rock  Island,  111.,  in  1861,  in  an  Illinois 
regiment,  and  died  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  in  1863  ; 
Owen,  who  lived  on  a farm  at  Olyphant,  Penn.,  and 
died  there  in  1874;  John  E.,  who  was  a musician 
during  the  Civil  war  in  a Pennsylvania  regiment ; 
and  Catherine,  wife  of  John  W.  Jones,  who  is  mas- 
ter mechanic  at  Carbondale  for  the  D.  & H.  Rail- 
road Company. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  America  with  his  parents  in 
1854,  our  subject  purchased  from  George  Walker 
a farm  of  fifty-nine  acres  in  Herrick  township  and 
there  engaged  in  farming,  and  also  followed  mining. 
In  1858  at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Thomas,  a native  of  that  town,  and  a daughter  of 
! John  and  Gwennie  (Williams!  Thomas,  who  when 
young  migrated  from  Wales  to  America  and  were 
married  at  Carbondale.  John  Thomas  was  a man 
of  unusual  prominence  and  force  of  character.  For 


thirty  years  he  was  mine  boss  for  the  D.  & IT.  Co., 
which  sent  him  to  Wales  on  one  occasion  to  bring 
over  three  shiploads  of  miners.  He  was  also  a 
minister  and  teacher,  popular  among  the  people 
with  whom  he  lived.  He  died  in  1884  in  Herrick 
township,  where  he  owned  a well-tilled  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres.  To  John  and  Gwennie  Thomas 
were  born  four  children  : Jane,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; William  W.,  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county  ; John,  of  Clifford  township  ; and  Mary  Ann, 
who  married  William  Thomas,  of  Wilkesbarre.  To 
our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  three  children  : 
Thomas  A.,  of  Chicago,  111. ; John,  who  lives  on  the 
farm ; and  Anna  J.,  now  Mrs.  Fred  Holmes,  of 
Gibson  township.  In  1886  Mr.  Jones  came  to  Gib- 
son township,  where  he  has  since  resided  and  where 
he  has  engaged  in  farming  on  his  well-improved 
property.  He  is  an  experienced  and  skilful  miner, 
and  sank  the  first  shaft  below  Scranton  in  the 
Moosic  field.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 
He  is  a self-made  man  and  one  of  the  prominent 
and  substantial  citizens  of  Gibson  township. 

MICHAEL  DEVINE  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  is  now  retired  from  the  active  labors 
of  life.  His  has  been  a busy  career,  with  little  time 
for  idleness  along  the  thoroughfare  of  life,  where 
he  has  left  his  mark  and  may  truly  feel  that  he  has 
not  lived  in  vain.  The  object  of  respect  by  young 
and  old,  his  familiar  figure  is  greeted  with  affection 
and  esteem,  and  in  his  declining  years  he  is  en- 
joying the  reward  of  a well-ordered  life,  and  one  in 
which  he  has  exerted  himself  to  do  good  to  those 
around  him. 

Mr.  Devine  was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  N. 
Y.,  August  25,  1832,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Frier)  Devine,  also  natives  of  that  county,  who 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1834,  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  Auburn  township,  where 
the  father,  an  excellent  farmer,  died  August  25, 
1840,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  After  his  death  the 
mother  removed  to  Rush  township,  where  she 
passed  away  in  August,  1850,  at  the  age  of  fifty, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Devine  Ridge  cemetery, 
Rush  township.  She  was  an  earnest,  consistent 
Christian,  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Our  subject  is  one  of  a family  of  thirteen 
children,  but  only  four  of  these  lived  to  manhood 
and  womanhood,  namely : Harriet,  of  Rush  town- 
ship, now  the  widow  of  Orlando  Snell,  who  died  in 
the  army  during  the  Rebellion ; Ami  R.,  who  mar- 
ried Hulda  Isabell,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and 
also  died  during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war ; 
Michael,  our  subject ; and  Samuel,  who  died  in 
1863,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years. 

Michael  Devine  remained  with  his  mother  until 
her  death,  when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
then  began  working  by  the  month  on  a farm,  being 
thus  employed  for  eleven  years.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  purchased  a farm  in  Rush  township,  which 
he  afterward  operated  for  three  years  and  then  sold. 
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Later  he  owned  and  operated  another  farm  in  that 
township  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  on  dis- 
posing of  that  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  137 
acres,  on  which  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
has  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  educational  affairs 
of  the  community  and  for  three  years  most  effi- 
ciently served  as  school  director.  He  is  an  active 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Auburn,  in  which  he  served  as  steward  and 
class  leader  for  many  years,  and  has  been  trustee 
since  the  church  was  built  in  1867.  His  political 
support  is  ever  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  is  well  informed  on  the 
leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day. 

On  February  22,  1862,  in  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  Mr.  Devine  married  Miss  Elvira  Warner, 
and  to  them  has  been  born  a daughter,  Jennie,  now 
the  wife  of  William  Benton  France,  who  is  men- 
tioned below.  Mrs'.  Devine  was  born  in  Auburn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  January  8,  1842,  a 
daughter  of  Thompson  and  Charity  (Frier)  Warner, 
who  were  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York, 
respectively,  and  were  married  at  Great  Bend,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  They  removed  from  that  county 
to  Washington  township,  Wyoming  county,  in 
1851,  and  there  both  died,  the  father  November 
12,  1864,  aged  sixty-five  years,  the  mother  June  7, 
1881,  aged  seventy-two,  the  remains  of  both  being 
interred  at  Ivizerville,  Wyoming  county.  By  occu- 
pation the  father  was  a farmer.  Their  children  were 
John,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  a retired  farmer 
of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county;  Amos,  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  who  died  in  1892 ; Sidney, 
a veteran  of  the  same  struggle  and  a retired  farmer 
of  Wyoming  county;  George,  who  died  in  the 
army;  Daniel,  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  who 
was  killed  by  a falling  tree  in  1894;  Elvira,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Levi,  a veteran  of  the  war  and  a car- 
penter of  Auburn  Corners,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Lucy,  deceased  wife  of  Elmer  Shefler;  and  Milton, 
a farmer  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.  Mrs.  Devine’s 
paternal  grandfather,  Sanford  Warner,  was  a life- 
long resident  of  Massachusetts  and  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation ; while  her  maternal  grandfather,  Peter 
Frier,  was  also  a farmer  and  always  made  hisdiome 
in  Schoharie  county,  New  York. 

William  Benton  France,  a well-known  general 
farmer  and  dairyman  of  Rush  township,  is  a native 
of  Susquehanna  county,  born  in  Auburn  township, 
August  5,  1862,  a son  of  Daniel  V.  and  Luticia 
(Kirkkuff)  France,  who  are  natives  of  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  the  former  born  September  27,  1836, 
the  latter  February  23,  1838.  They  became  ac- 
quainted and  were  married  in  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  still  reside, 
the  father  being  engaged  in  business  as  a farmer 
and  huckster.  They  are  faithful  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  serv- 
ing as  trustee.  Their  children  are  : Clark  W.,  now 
a stock  dealer  of  Wilkesbarre ; William  Benton; 
Emma  R.,  wife  of  S.  B.  Hunt,  a cigar  packer  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Sarah  I.,  wife  of  E.  N.  Flumer- 


felt,  a farmer,  contractor  and  builder  of  Ararat 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; Cora,  deceased ; 
Ernest  P.,  a clerk  of  Wilkesbarre,  Penn. ; and  John 
R.,  Jessie  and  Harry,  all  at  home.  William  Benton 
France  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home  farm, 
which  he  rented  for  three  years  after  attaining  his 
majority,  and  then  located  upon  the  farm  known 
as  the  Alex  Brown  farm.  He  was  married  Novem- 
ber 14,  1883,  to  Miss  Lucy  J.  Devine,  who  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead,  June  1,  1863.  They  are  also 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  politics  Mr.  France  is  a Republican. 

BENJAMIN  J.  BARNEY,  proprietor  of  the 
“Quaker  Lake  House,”  in  Silver  Lake  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  has,  though  still  a young 
man,  become  well  known  as  an  able  business  man, 
and  his  popularity  as  a host  has  been  constantly 
increasing  ever  since  he  undertook  the  management 
of  his  fine  hotel. 

Mr.  Barney  was  born  in  August,  1868,  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  son  of  Benjamin  J.  and  Emma 
(Jones)  Barney,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
1822,  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  of  which  State  his  father, 
Thomas  Barney,  was  also  a native.  Our  subject’s 
mother  was  a daughter  of  John  R.  and  Jane  Jones, 
who  were  born  in  North  Wales,  and  after  their  ar- 
rival in  America  made  their  home  in  New  York 
City,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  Benjamin 
J.  and  Emma  (Jones)  Barney  were  married  in  1857, 
in  New  York  City,  and  shortly  afterward  settled 
near  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Barney  carried  on 
the  butchering  business  for  some  eighteen  years. 
Moving  then  thence  to  Binghamton,  he  embarked 
in  the  same  line  in  that  city,  in  which  he  was  very 
successful,  continuing  same  for  a number  of  years. 
In  1873  he  came  to  Quaker  Lake,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  a lake  front  of  sixty 
acres  and  opened  a summer  resort  for  city  people, 
following  this  business  until  his  death,  in  1893.  Al- 
though a stanch  Republican  in  political  sentiment, 
Mr.  Barney  never  took  any  part  in  public  affairs 
beyond  casting  his  vote,  giving  his  attention  strictly 
and  unreservedly  to  business  matters,  and  he  gained 
a high  standing  among  his  fellow  citizens  in  the 
township  and  county  for  upright  dealing  and  a 
sterling  honesty  which  was  never  questioned.  He 
lived  the  life  of  a conscientious  Christian  in  all  his 
relations  with  his  fellow-men,  and  was  loved  and 
honored  everywhere  for  his  genuine  worth.  In  re- 
ligious connection  he  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Mrs.  Barney,  now  seventy  years  of  age, 
resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Clarke,  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  They  had  a family  of  four — 
one  son  and  three  daughters — Jennie,  Viola,  Lillie 
and  Benjamin  J.  Jennie,  born  in  1858,  at  Holland 
Patent,  N.  Y.,  finished  her  education  in  the  higher 
schools  of  Binghamton,  and  married  Walter 
Mosher,  and  resides  in  Binghamton  ; Viola,  born  in 
1863,  in  Binghamton,  received  a good  education, 
attending  high  school  in  New  York  City,  and  was 
a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Binghamton  for 
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several  years  prior  to  her  marriage  to  W.  T.  Clarke, 
of  Hawleytown,  N.  Y.,  now  of  Binghamton  ; Lillie, 
born  in  Binghamton,  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  the  select  school  taught  by  the  Misses 
Chamberlin  of  Choconut  Valley ; she  married  Al- 
bert G.  Moses,  a farmer  of  Hawleytown,  N.  Y., 
where  they  reside. 

Benjamin  J.  Barney  received  the  advantages 
offered  by  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
of  his  early  home,  and  also  attended  the  select 
school  taught  by  the  Misses  Chamberlin.  He  al- 
ways remained  at  home,  after  reaching  manhood, 
assisting  his  father  in  his  various  business  enter- 
prises, of  which  he  eventually  took  full  charge,  and 
since  his  father’s  decease  he  has  looked  after  his 
mother’s  interests  and  managed  the  hotel  at  Quaker 
Lake.  In  September,  1896,  he  married  Miss  Mabel 
A.  Lathrop,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born 
in  1878  at  Forest  Lake,  Susquehanna  county, 
daughter  of  S.  C.  and  Libbie  (Steiger)  Lathrop,  of 
Binghamton ; Mrs.  Barney  was  educated  in  Bing- 
hamton, completing  her  training  in  the  higher 
schools.  The  young  couple  have  always  resided  at 
the  home  in  Silver  Lake  township,  and  Mrs.  Bar- 
ney has  proved  herself  a capable  helpmeet  in  the 
entertainment  of  their  numerous  guests,  and  in  the 
management  of  the  well-patronized  resort.  There 
are  sixteen  fine  cottages  at  this  beautiful  lake, 
owned  by  wealthy  residents  of  Binghamton  and 
other  cities,  and  the  surroundings  are  most  inviting, 
while  in  the  hotel  no  pains  are  spared  in  providing 
for  the  comfort  and  conveniences  of  guests.  The 
table  is  supplied  with  the  best  the  local  markets  af- 
ford, the  rooms  are  pleasant  and  tastefully  fur- 
nished, and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barney  attend  personally 
to  the  management  of  all  the  details  of  the  house, 
making  many  friends  among  their  patrons  by  their 
genial  and  truly  hospitable  disposition. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barney  have  two  children — Eliza- 
beth, born  in  1897,  and  Benjamin  J.,  born  in  1899. 
She  is  a member  of  the  West  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  Binghamton,  and  Mr.  Barney,  though  not  a 
church  member,  has  always  been  deeply  interested 
in  the  advancement  of  Christianity  and  given  lib- 
erally toward  church  and  charitable  enterprises. 
His  political  sympathies  have  always  been  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  takes  little  interest  in  par- 
tisan affairs  except  as  a public-spirited  citizen. 

SAMUEL  VAN  HORN  (deceased)  was  one 
of  the  loyal  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  and  a representative  farmer  and 
dairyman  of  Thompson  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  He  was  a native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in 
Essex,  July  9,  1832,  and  was  a son  of  William  and 
Betsy  (Kimber)  Van  Horn,  the  mother’s  birth  oc- 
curring in  New  York.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  William  Van  Horn,  Sr.,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  Germany  and  at  one  time  owned 
Manhattan  Island,  N.  Y.,  where  he  first  located. 
For  a time  after  his  marriage  the  father  continued 
to  make  his  home  in  New  Jersey,  and  then  removed 
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to  Montrose,  Penn.  Some  years  later  he  became 
a resident  of  Thompson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land 
and  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  developed  a farm. 
Plis  first  buildings  here  were  of  logs,  but  in  later 
years  they  were  replaced  by  more  modern  struc- 
tures. Both  he  and  his  wife  died  upon  this  farm 
and  were  laid  to  rest  in  Thompson  cemetery.  To 
them  were  born  eight  children,  as  follows  : ( 1 ) 

Jacob  W.,  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  August,  1820, 
married  Fila  Benson,  daughter  of  Job  Benson,  of 
Jackson,  and  became  a prominent  business  man  of 
Thompson,  where  he  and  his  wife  conducted  a hotel 
for  many  years.  They  afterward  removed  to  Wind- 
sor, N.  Y.,  and  he  died  in  Odessa,  N.  Y.,  in  March, 
1895.  (2)  Sally  A.,  born  in.  New  Jersey,  in  April, 

1823,  married  J.  W.  Brown,  of  Thompson,  and  died 
in  March,  1895.  (3)  Fannie,  born  January,  1826, 

died  July,  1840.  (4)  Nathaniel,  born  in  New  Jer- 

sey, in  July,  1829,  married  Elizabeth  Stewart,  of 
Thompson,  and  settled  on  the  old  Van  Horn  home- 
stead, where  he  cared  for  his  parents  during  their 
declining  years.  Later  he  traded  the  place  for  a 
farm  in  Odessa,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  October, 
1898.  He  and  his  brother  Jacob  were  both  soldiers 
of  the  Civil  war.  He  left  a wife  and  two  daughters  : 
Ida,  wife  of  George  Gelatt,  of  Odessa,  N.  Y. ; and 
Susan,  wife  of  Charles  Alt,  of  the  same  place.  (5) 
Samuel  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  (6)  Catherine, 
born  in  New  Jersey  in  June,  1834,  is  the  wife  of 
John  Wrighter,  a farmer  of  Thompson,  and  they 
have  three  children  : Fannie,  wife  of  Hiram  Barnes, 
of  Jackson ; Frederick,  who  is  married  and  lives  in 
Cameron  county,  Penn. ; and  De  Forest,  who  is 
with  his  parents.  (7)  Hannah,  born  in  New  Jersey, 
in  March,  1837,  is  the  wife  of  Jackson  Chandler,  of 
Thompson,  and  has  three  children:  Jane,  Charles 
and  Ella.  (8)  Phoebe  L.,  born  in  Montrose,  Penn., 
in  March,  1841,  married  Asahel  U.  Tucker,  of  Ara- 
rat, and  died  in  February,  1893,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren : Ada,  wife  of  Robert  Adair,  who  lives  on  the 
old  Tucker  homestead ; and  George,  who  is  married 
and  lives  in  Waterville,  Lycoming  Co.,  Penn. 

Samuel  Van  Horn  secured  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  New  Jersey.  He  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  the  family 
to  Susquehanna  county,  and  until  he  attained  his 
majority  he  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm. 
In  1858  he  married  Miss  Emily  Harris,  who  was 
born  in  Susquehanna  county,  in  1839,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Orpha  (Phippins)  Harris.  After  the 
death  of  her  mother,  in  1850,  she  lived  out,  and 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Susquehanna  county.  Leaving  his  wife  and  child, 
Mr.  Van  Horn  enlisted,  in  1864,  in  Company  A, 
137th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
the  war  ended  and  peace  was  once  more  restored. 
After  his  return  to  Susquehanna  county,  be  pur- 
chased the  present  home  of  the  family,  which  at 
that  time  was  only  partially  improved.  He  re- 
modeled the  house  and  erected  a new  barn,  and 
cleared  a large  portion  of  the  farm,  continuing  to 
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devote  his  time  and  attention  to  its  further  im- 
provement and  cultivation  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  April  18,  1893. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  \ an 
Horn,  namely:  (1)  William,  born  in  Thompson, 

in  1862,  received  a fair  education  in  the  home 
schools,  and  now  follows  farming,  his  home  being 
in  Thompson  borough.  He  married  Minnie  Kim- 
ber,  of  Corning,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  son — 
Maynard.  (2)  Nora,  born  in  1871,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Ernest  Jacobs,  of  Thompson,  son  of  Robert 
Jacobs,  and  they  have  two  children — Viola  and  By- 
ron. (3)  Nellie  E.,  born  in  Thompson,  in  July, 
1877,  is  the  wife  of  Herbert  Burchell,  a farmer  of 
Thompson,  and  they  have  one  daughter — Nina — 
born  on  June  19,  1896.  (4)  Samuel  Guy,  born  in 
1885,  is  attending  the  home  schools  and  lives  with 
his  mother. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Van  Horn  was  a 
Democrat,  and  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  as 
treasurer  and  inspector  of  his  town.  Socially  he 
belonged  to  Frank  Hall  Post,  No.  505,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Thompson.  He  was  a man  of  exemplary  habits 
and  sterling  worth,  a good  citizen,  a brave  soldier, 
an  affectionate  husband  and  kind  father — one  that 
commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact. 

LIEUT.  DAVID  MASON  (deceased),  in  his 
lifetime  an  honored  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Susquehanna,  was  born  near  Belfast,  County  Down, 
Ireland,  December  14,  1824,  a son  of  David  and 
Elizabeth  (Geddis)  Mason. 

The  father,  who  was  a machinist  by  trade,  was 
born  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  in  1788,  and  in 
1799  moved  to  Ireland,  where  he  was  married,  his 
wife  being  a native  of  County  Down,  where  their 
entire  married  life  was  passed.  There  the  father 
died  in  1852,  his  wife  a year  later.  Of  the  seven 
children  born  to  them  our  subject  is  the  only  son; 
Elspa  died  in  Ireland  when  a young  lady;  Eliza- 
beth married  James  Clauders,  who  was  killed  near 
London,  England,  in  1852,  after  which  she  and 
her  only  child  came  to  New  York,  but  she  is  now 
living  in  Canada ; Mary  A.  married  a Mr.  Arm- 
strong and  remained  in  Ireland ; Martha  married 
Edward  McKinley  and  died  a few  years  later  in 
Ireland ; Ellen  and  one  other  daughter  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

In  his  native  land  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
grew  to  manhood  and  received  a common  school 
education.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  com- 
menced learning  the  machinist’s  trade  and  served 
a seven  years’  apprenticeship,  being  principally 
employed  on  stationary  engines  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  linen.  In  November,  1851,  he  sailed  for 
America  on  the  “Constitution,”  which  was  wrecked 
on  the  New  Jersey  coast  ninety  miles  from  New 
York,  but  all  the  passengers  were  saved,  being 
taken  off  on  the  lifeboats.  After  two  months  spent 
upon  the  water  Mr.  Mason  finally  landed  in  New 
York,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  a short 


time.  Later  he  was  for  three  years  employed  as  a 
machinist  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  from  there  went 
to  Kingston,  Canada,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
three  or  four  months,  and  at  Toropto  for  about 
the  same  length  of  time.  In  1855  he  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna, Penn.,  and  entered  the  shops  of  the  New 
York  & Erie  railroad,  where  he  was  a trusted  and 
faithful  employe  for  over  thirty  years. 

In  1858  Mr.  Mason  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Honora  Malee,  of  Susquehanna,  who 
was  born  in  County  Waterford,  Ireland,  on  Decem- 
ber 24,  1836,  and  came  with  a sister  to  this  country. 
Her  parents,  John  and  Alice  (Powell)  Malee,  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Ireland.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  Frederick  F., 
Frederick  A.,  and  George  all  died  in  infancy; 
Lena,  born  in  Susquehanna,  in  1865,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  place,  married  William 
C.  Kotz,  of  Easton,  Penn.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
butcher  business,  and  now  resides  in  Lanesboro, 
Penn,  (they  have  one  child,  Mason  W.  Kotz,  born 
February  12,  1897) ; David  G.,  born  on  March  18, 
1869,  and  also  attended  the  public  schools  and 
learned  the  machinist’s  trade,  now  holding  the 
position  of  car  inspector  for  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Company,  at  Pitcairn,  near  Pittsburg;  and 
Charles  V.,  born  December  14,  1874,  was  a student 
in  the  Susquehanna  schools,  and  as  a machinist  he 
is  now  employed  in  the  railroad  shops  at  that 
place. 

When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  Mr.  Mason  was 
among  the  first  to  offer  his  services  to  his  adopted 
country,  enlisting  April  19,  1861,  at  the  first  call 
for  volunteers,  becoming  a member  of  Company 
Iv,  6th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  under  command 
of  Capt.  McCauley,  of  Susquehanna.  At  that  time 
he  was  not  a naturalized  citizen,  but  his  strong  op- 
position to  slavery  caused  him  to  take  up  arms  in 
defense  of  the  Union.  At  Camp  Curtin  he  was 
elected  first  lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  moved 
to  the  front  as  a commissioned'officer,  being  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  in  July,  1861. 
His  first  engagement  was  at  Drainsville,  December 
20,  1861,  after  which  the  regiment  went  into  win- 
ter quarters  at  Pierpont,  Va.  In  the  spring  of  1862 
they  joined  the  army  of  the  Potomac  under  Gen. 
McClellan  and  did  guard  duty  at  the  White  House 
during  the  Peninsular  campaign.  They  partici- 
pated in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  in  August, 
1862,  and  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  An- 
tietam ; were  under  command  of  Gen.  Burnside  in 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  in  December,  1862, 
where  their  losses  were  very  heavy ; and  were  also 
with  Gen.  Burnside  in  his  “stick  in  the  mud”  cam- 
paign. The  campaign  of  1863  opened  with  the  bat- 
tle of  Chancellorsville,  and  was  followed  by  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  the  Fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania Corps  was  literally  cut  down.  Here  Lieut. 
Mason  was  detailed  for  other  duties  on  account  of 
disabilities,  and  was  taken  to  Baltimore,  where  he 
remained  until  honorably  discharged  from  the  serv- 
ice in  March,  1864. 
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Returning  to  Susquehanna,  he  resumed  work 
in  the  railroad  shops,  where,  as  previously  stated, 
he  remained  for  thirty  years.  He  held  the  respect 
of  his  fellow  workmen  and  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  employers.  For  the  last  few  years 
of  his  life  he  lived  retired,  enjoying  a well-earned 
rest.  At  an  early  day  he  purchased  property  in 
Susquehanna  and  lived  there  until  1870,  when  he 
removed  to  his  last  residence  on  Broad  street, 
which  he  greatly  improved  and  beautified.  Since 
becoming  an  American  citizen  he  cast  his  ballot 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  place, 
he  had  been  elected  to  the  town  council  and  also 
to  the  school  board,  on  which  he  served  most 
creditably  for  a number  of  terms.  Socially  he  be- 
longed to  Moody  Post,  No.  63,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Susque- 
hanna, and  religiously,  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  He  passed  to  his  last  rest  April  29,  1899. 

HENRY  EVERETT  EMERSON,  M.  D„  an 
able  and  talented  physician  of  Milford,  Pike  county, 
enjoys  a large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  has  also 
conducted  for  some  time  the  leading  drug  store  in 
that  thriving  little  city.  As  he  has  always  been 
a resident  of  the  place,  his  popularity  is  based 
upon  well-proved  integrity  and  personal  worth,  and 
his  best  friends  are  those  who  have  known  him 
most  intimately. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  26,  1866,  in  the 
house  which  he  now  occupies  as  a residence,  and 
received  his  academic  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  in  a private  school  taught  by  Rev.  E.  H. 
Mateer,  with  whom  he  studied  three  years.  He 
then  took  a course  in  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy,  graduating  in  1887,  and  on  his  return 
home  he  opened  his  present  drug  store.  In  his 
leisure  moments  he  read  medicine  with  his  father, 
the  late  Dr.  Vincent  Emerson,  and  in  1888  he  en- 
tered the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
New  York,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  After 
taking  the  examination  prescribed  by  the  law  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  established  himself  in  practice  at 
Milford,  where  he  met  with  success  from  the  start. 
In  January,  1896,  he  went  to  Europe  for  a tour 
through  England,  Scotland  and  France,  and  during 
his  ten  months’  absence  he  combined  study  with 
pleasure,  visiting  hospitals  and  attending  lectures 
in  various  colleges.  On  December  26,  1893,  he  was 
appointed  examining  surgeon  of  the  board  of  pen- 
sions at  Stroudsburg,  and  this  position  he  held  two 
years,  going  to  Stroudsburg  twice  each  month  to 
attend  to  his  duties.  He  is  now  the  examining 
physician  for  several  insurance  companies  and  in 
the  spring  of  1898  he  was  appointed  physician  for 
the  board  of  health  at  Milford.  As  a citizen  he  is 
public  spirited  and  for  some  years  he  has  been  es- 
pecially active  in  educational  affairs,  being  at  pres- 
ent the  secretary  of  the  local  school  board.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  On 


October  9,  1885,  he  was  married  in  Philadelphia  to 
Miss  Nellie  A.  Burbage,  by  whom  he  has  had  four 
children  : Alicia  J.,  Gouverneur,  Nellie  and  Madge. 
Mrs.  Emerson  was  born  January  15,  1867,  at  Gra- 
nard,  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  in  1883  to  visit 
a sister  in  New  York  City.  Her  parents,  James 
and  Alicia  Burbage,  still  reside  in  Ireland,  her 
father  being  engaged  in  agriculture. 

The  Emerson  family,  which  was  identified  from 
an  early  day  with  the  Society  of  Friends,  has  been 
represented  in  this  country  since  1720,  and  John 
Emerson,  the  first  of  our  subject’s  ancestors  of 
whom  we  have  a definite  record,  settled  at  an  early 
day  in  the  rich  agricultural  region  near  Frederica, 
Kent  Co.,  Delaware.  Our  subject  is  of  the  sixth 
generation  in  descent  from  Jacob  and  Margaret 
Emerson,  who  resided  in  that  county,  Delaware. 
Their  son  John,  our  subject’s  great-great-grand- 
father,  married  Unity  Lowler.  Vincent  Emerson, 
our  subject’s  great-grandfather,  and  his  wife  Mary, 
had  nine  children  : John,  Martha,  Jacob,  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Vincent,  Unity,  Pennel,  and  Ann. 

Pennel  Emerson,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  August  4,  1779,  and  died  April  2, 
1854.  He  married  Ann  Jenkins  and  had  four  chil - 
dren  : Pennel,  born  December  12,  1815;  William, 

born  October  16,  1818;  Vincent,  our  subject's 
father,  and  Angeline,  born  in  1820. 

The  late  Dr.  Vincent  Emerson  was  born  June 
1,  1822,  near  Dover,  Delaware,  and  was  graduated 
in  1848  from  the  Medical  Department  of  Pennsyl- 
vania College.  On  April  1,  1848,  he  located  at 
Willow  Grove,  Delaware,  engaging  in  practice,  and 
on  May  1,  1859,  he  removed  to  Milford,  where  he 
soon  gained  high  rank  in  his  profession.  Fie  was 
one  of  the  examining  surgeons  during  the  drafts 
in  the  Civil  war.  Socially  he  was  identified  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  attained  the  thirty- 
second  degree.  His  death  occurred  at  the  residence 
in  Milford,  August  1,  1896,  and  our  subject’s 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  B.  Westbrook,, 
still  resides  at  the  old  home.  Dr.  Vincent  Emerson 
married  first  Miss  Elizabeth  Marvel,  of  Willow 
Grove,  Delaware,  and  three  children  were  born  of 
the  union : (1)  Miss  Emma  M.  Emerson  resides- 

at  Slaughter,  Delaware.  (2)  Dr.  Gouverneur 
Emerson,  a successful  physician,  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three,  deeply  mourned  by  a large  circle  of 
friends.  He  married  Miss  Alice  Westbrook,  daugh- 
ter of  John  C.  Westbrook.  (3)  Anna  B.  married 
Joseph  S.  Daly,  a commission  merchant  at  Marydell, 
Md.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  three  chil- 
dren of  the  second  marriage,  the  others,  Vincent 
and  Elizabeth,  dying  in  infancy. 

Our  subject’s  mother  was  born  in  Dingman 
township,  Pike  county,  March  22,  1824,  daughter 
of  Col.  John  Westbrook  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Brod- 
head.  The  Westbrook  family  is  of  Anglo-Saxon 
origin  and  has  always  been  characterized  by  love 
of  liberty,  the  first  of  its  members  to  come  to  this 
country  having  been  led  to  leave  England  through 
their  desire  for  religious  freedom.  As  early  as 
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1630  these  pioneers  were  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  having 
come  with  some  Dutch  settlers  from  Holland  to 
locate  upon  the  manor  of  patroon  Van  Rensselaer. 
John  Westbrook  was  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Octo- 
ber 9,  1665,  and  Job  and  John  were  there  in 
1689-90.  Col.  Thomas  Westbrook,  who  is  said  to 
have  come  from  Stroudwater,  Gloucestershire, 
England,  was  a ship  builder  in  Maine,  where  he 
owned  an  extensive  tract  of  land,  and  founded  the 
town  of  Westbrook,  which  was  named  in  his  honor. 
In  1721  he  commanded  the  expedition  against  Nor- 
ridgewock,  which  broke  up  the  settlement  of  the 
famous  Jesuit  priest,  Father  Ralle,  and  captured 
his  papers.  In  1723  he  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Dunmore  chief  in  command  of  the  Eastern  fron- 
tier. At  an  early  day  the  family  is  heard  from  in 
Ulster  county,  N.  Y.,  and  some  of  its  members 
there  served  with  distinction  in  the  Indian  wars 
and  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  Johannes  West- 
brook, one  of  the  most  prominent  pioneers  of  the 
Minisink  valley,  came  from  Guilford,  Ulster  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  a few  years  later  his  brother  Anthony 
followed  him.  Anthony  Westbrook  became  an  ex- 
tensive land  owner  and  in  1737  he  was  a justice  of 
the  peace  and  an  elder  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church.  He  married  Antie  Van  Etten  and  had  at 
least  two  children,  Jacob  and  Johannes. 

Jacob  Westbrook,  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
scent in  which  we  are  now  interested,  was  married 
March  24,  1746,  to  Lydia  Westfall,  by  whom  he  had 
six  children:  Blandina,  Johannes,  Sofferine,  Solo- 
mon, Maria,  and  Jane.  He  owned  a large  tract  of 
land  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Delaware  river, 
about  eight  miles  below  Port  Jervis,  in  what  is  now 
Montague  township,  N.  J.  His  residence  was  sub- 
stantially built  of  stone  and  was  often  used  as  a 
fort  during  the  troublous  times,  as  was  the  stone 
house  of  his  son  Johannes,  three  miles  further  down 
the  Delaware  river. 

Solomon  Westbrook,  second  son  of  Jacob  and 
Lydia  Westbrook,  and  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Jane 
Emerson,  was  born  October  6,  1762,  and  died 
March  30,  1824.  On  September  24,  1782,  he  mar- 
ried Margaret  DeWitt,  and  in  1792  he  removed  to 
a tract  of  land  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Delaware 
river,  two  miles  below  Dingman’s  Ferry,  Pike 
county.  This  tract  contained  seven  hundred  acres 
and  his  house,  which  fronted  the  old  stage  road, 
was  a large  stone  structure.  He  had  five  children  : 
Jacob,  John,  Solomon,  Margaret  and  Sofferine. 

Col.  John  Westbrook,  father  of  Mrs.  Jane 
Emerson,  was  born  January  9,  1789,  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  and  died  near  Dingman’s  Ferry, 
October  8,  1852.  On  February  14,  1808,  he  married 
Sarah  Brodhead,  daughter. of  Judge  Richard  Brod- 
head  and  sister  of  U.  S.  Senator  Richard  Brodhead, 
both  of  Pike  county.  She  was  born  February  12, 
1792,  and  after  the  death  of  Col.  Westbrook  she 
married  Rev.  John  Lee,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  whom 
she  also  survived,  her  death  occurring  January  21, 
1879.  Four  children  of  Col.  Westbrook  lived  to 
adult  age : Hannah,  who  married  the  late  William 


T.  Wilson;  Jacob  B.,  deceased;  Richard  B.,  a 
resident  of  Philadelphia,  and  Jane  B.,  Mrs.  Emer- 
son. Col.  Westbrook  was  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  Pike  county  in  his  day  and  while  his  chief 
occupation  was  farming  he  was  engaged  at  times 
in  lumbering  and  mercantile  business.  Before  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  an  officer 
in  the  State  militia,  and  at  one  time  he  was  colonel 
in  the  regiment  of  which  his  brother  Jacob  was 
major  and  his  brother  Solomon,  a captain.  In 
1817,  when  twenty-eight  years  old,  he  was  elected 
sheriff  of  Pike  county,  and  in  1833  he  was  sent  to 
the  legislature,  where  he  extended  his  acquaintance 
among  people  of  note,  gaining  the  friendship  of 
such  men  as  James  Buchanan,  and  Thaddeus  Stev- 
ens, then  a member  of  the  Assembly.  He  was 
always  proud  of  his  personal  acquaintance  with 
Andrew  Jackson  and  when  in  a reminiscent  vein 
delighted  to  tell  of  some  of  his  conversing — at  times 
with  Martin  Van  Buren  in  Low  Dutch,  to  the 
chagrin  of  the  inquisitive  politicians  around  them. 
During  his  term  in  the  legislature  the  great  “Anti- 
Masonic”  controversy  arose,  and  as  the  Colonel  was 
an  ardent  Mason  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. In  1840  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  and 
his  faithful  and  untiring  work  caused  a decline 
in  health  from  which  he  never  quite  rallied.  While 
he  had  never  enjoyed  a thorough  scholastic  train- 
ing, his  keen  mind  readily  grasped  the  facts  and 
principles  relating  to  any  line  of  thought,  and  those 
who  knew  him  preferred  his  judgment  on  legal 
questions  to  that  of  any  practitioner,  people  coming 
from  long  distances  to  ask  his  advice  or  have  him 
draw  up  wills  and  deeds.  For  such  services  he 
never  made  any  charge  and,  in  fact,  benevolence 
was  one  of  his  leading  traits.  His  integrity  was 
never  questioned  and  notwithstanding  the  oppor- 
tunities for  enrichment  which  his  public  life 
afforded,  he  died  comparatively  a poor  man.  As  a 
speaker  he  was  able,  forceful  and  eloquent,  and 
among  the  relics  cherished  by  his  children  is  the 
manuscript  of  an  oration  delivered  by  him  in  his 
twenty-seventh  year,  which  shows  remarkable  pow- 
ers of  thought  and  expression.  His  progressive 
mind  made  him'the  champion  of  many  movements 
which  were  but  feebly  supported  in  his  day,  the 
appropriation  for  testing  the  Morse  telegraph  sys- 
tem being  supported  by  him  in  Congress,  and 
through  his  influence  with  President  Tyler  a 
woman  was  made  postmistress  at  Easton,  Penn.,' 
that  being  probably  the  first  appointment  of  the 
kind. 

COMMANDER  GEORGE  M.  BACHE,  late 
a retired  officer  in  the  United  States  navy,  and  a 
resident  of  our  country’s  capital,  with  a summer 
home  amid  the  picturesque  scenery  of  Great  Bend, 
Susquehanna  county,  had  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
records  made  by  the  younger  naval  officers  who 
served  in  the  Civil  war. 

Descending  from  a distinguished  ancestry, 
Commander  Bache  was  born  November  12,  1840,  in 
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the  District  of  Columbia.  His  father,  George  M. 
Bache,  a native  of  Philadelphia  and  a gallant  naval 
officer,  was  lost  at  sea  in  1846,  and  his  grandfather, 
Richard  Bache,  was  the  first  Postmaster-General 
of  the  United  States.  The  mother  of  Commander 
Bache  was  formerly  Eliza  Patterson,  a daughter 
of  Commodore  Patterson,  a distinguished  officer  in 
the  United  States  navy.  She  had  received  a finished 
education  abroad  and  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band devoted  herself  to  the  education  in  Washing- 
ton of  her  three  children — Harriet  P.,  Dallas  and 
George  M.  Harriet  P.  died  when  a young  lady. 
Col.  Dallas  Bache  is  assistant  surgeon-general  in 
the  United  States  army ; he  married  a Miss  Mc- 
Garrick,  of  Tennessee,  by  whom  he  had  a family 
of  four  children — Hattie ; Carrie,  wife  of  Lieut.  Mc- 
Mahon, of  Fortress  Monroe ; Bertha,  studying  art 
in  New  York  City;  and  Dallas,  who  married  Gen. 
Clarkson’s  daughter,  of  Omaha,  and  now  resides  at 
Santa  Clara,  Cal.  The  mother  of  these  dying  when 
the  children  were  quite  small,  he  formed  a second 
union  with  a daughter  of  Gen.  Forsythe ; they  have 
no  children. 

Young  Bache  received  his  appointment  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  1857,  and  until  1861 
was  at  Annapolis.  He  passed  from  the  Naval 
Academy  immediately  into  the  maelstrom  and  car- 
nage of  war.  He  was  first  attached  to  the  sloop 
“Jamestown,”  of  the  Atlantic  Squadron,  in  1861, 
and  to  the  sloop  “Powhatan,”  in  the  blockading 
squadron,  in  1862.  On  July  16,  of  that  year,  when 
only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  was  made  a lieu- 
tenant, and  was  ordered  from  the  blockading  squad- 
ron to  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  in  which  he  was 
given  command  of  the  ironclad  steamer  “Cincin- 
nati.” From  this  time  on  to  the  close  of  the  war 
he  contributed  to  the  most  dramatic  chapters  of 
naval  history.  Admiral  Porter  said  that  “Bache 
was  constantly  hunting  for  a fight,  and  he  generally 
found  what  he  was  hunting  for.”  He  commanded 
the  “Cincinnati”  up  the  Yazoo,  in  December,  1862, 
against  Haines’  Blufifs,  the  first  attempt  of  the  army 
to  capture  Vicksburg.  The  main  object  of  the 
expedition  failed,  but  the  work  of  the  gunboats, 
in  clearing  the  river  of  torpedoes,  and  in  silencing 
the  Confederate  batteries,  so  as  to  make  it  possible 
for  the  soldiers  to  land,  was  wholly  successful.  To 
this  success  the  “Cincinnati,”  under  the  fearless 
and  intelligent  command  of  Lieut.  Bache,  contrib- 
uted largely.  From  here  the  gunboats,  under 
Porter,  conveyed  the  army  to  Arkansas  Post, 
where  Bache,  though  a mere  boy,  displayed  the 
qualities  that  naval  heroes  are  made  of.  This  fort 
was  large  and  well  constructed  ; it  mounted  thirteen 
guns,  among  which  were  two  ten-inch  Columbiads, 
and  one  nine-inch  Dahlgren.  The  former  were 
mounted  in  heavily  ironed  casements,  and  the  latter 
was  mounted  in  an  embrasure  protected  by  sand 
bags,  as  were  also  the  two  rifled  guns.  All  the 
guns  pointed  down  the  river  to  meet  any  attempts 
of  gunboats  to  ascend  the  river.  The  fort  itself 
was  constructed  within  twenty  yards  of  the  wU"” 


It  was  believed  by  the  engineers  of  the  Confederate 
army  that  no  boat  capable  of  navigating  the  river 
could  possibly  withstand  the  concentrated  fire  of 
the  fort.  The  three  ironclads  “De  Kalb,”  “Cincin- 
nati” and  “Louisville,”  however,  pushed  steadily  up 
to  within  fifty  yards  of  the  fort.  The  battle  be- 
tween the  fort  and  the  gunboats  lasted  several 
hours,  and  resulted  in  the  complete  destruction 
of  every  gun  in  the  enemy’s  works,  and  the  sur- 
render of  the  fort  and  its  garrison  to  the  navy.  The 
“Cincinnati”  was  constantly  under  fire  during  the 
short-range  battle,  and  young  Bache  handled  his 
boat  with  such  skill  and  bravery  that  Admiral  Por- 
ter praised  him  without  stint. 

Immediately  following  this  splendid  victory  the 
“Cincinnati,”  under  Bache,  joined  the  expedition 
up  the  White  river,  and  participated  in  the  work 
of  capturing  St.  Charles,  a number  of  Confederate 
boats,  and  clearing  the  river  as  far  up  as  Duvall’s 
Bluffs,  where  a large  amount  of  Confederate 
stores,  including  heavy  guns,  already  loaded  on  the 
cars  for  shipment  to  Little  Rock,  were  captured, 
and  the  depot  burned.  Bache  then  returned  with 
his  vessel  to  Vicksburg,  and  took  part  in  all  of  the 
naval  operations  which  led  up  to  the  surrender 
of  that  stronghold.  He  took  part  in  the  novel  and 
trying  expedition  through  Steele’s  Bayou  and  Deer 
Creek,  in  an  effort  to  reach  the  rear  of  Vicksburg, 
which  is  without  a parallel  in  naval  operations, 
except  it  be  the  Yazoo  Pass  expedition,  which  was 
very  similar  in  many  respects.  This  expedition 
lasted  for  days,  and  officers  and  men,  as  well  as  the 
vessels,  were  subjected  to  a strain  that  rarely  comes 
to  the  navy.  Through  it  all  Lieut.  Bache  acquitted 
himself  in  a manner  to  receive  the  highest  com- 
mendation from  the  Admiral. 

“One  of  the  most  exciting  and  brilliant  per- 
formances which  occurred  during  the  attacks  on 
Vicksburg  derived  its  interest  from  the  dogged 
courage  and  skill  of  Lieut.  Bache.  On  May  29, 
1863,  Gen.  Sherman  signaled  the  flagship,  request- 
ing that  two  gunboats  be  sent  down  to  clear  out 
a battery  that  prevented  him  from  extending  his 
right  flank.  Admiral  Porter  entrusted  this  delicate 
and  hazardous  undertaking  to  Bache.  He  attacked 
and  silenced  the  battery  head  on,  but  as  his  vessel 
rounded  to  and  opened  her  broadside  the  heavy 
battery  on  the  bluff  got  her  range  with  its  heaviest 
guns.  The  first  shots  passed  through  the  vessel’s 
magazines  and  through  her  bottom,  causing  her 
to  sink  rapidly.  The  battery  was  too  high  for  the 
vessel  to  return  the  fire  of  the  battery,  and  all  she 
could  do  was  to  creep  along  the  shore,  with  her 
machinery  disabled  and  her  hold  rapidly  filling 
with  water,  at  a snail’s  pace,  to  get  out  of  the  way. 
The  vessel  was  unprotected  by  iron  on  her  stern, 
and  the  well-directed  shots  of  the  enemy  riddled 
her.  The  vessel  was  in  a sinking  condition,  and 
subjected  to  a tremendous  fire,  but  Bache  would  not 
haul  down  his  flag;  it  was  shot  down,  and  he  nailed 
it  with  his  own  hands  to  the  stump  of  his  flag-pole, 

I at  which  time  he  received  a shot  through  the 
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shoulder.  The  boats  had  all  been  shot  away  and 
the  “Cincinnati”  was  sinking.  The  order  was  given 
for  all  who  could  to  swim  to  the  shore ; Bache  was 
the  last  to  leave  the  sinking  vessel.  Fifteen  men 
were  drowned  in  attempting  to  reach  the  bank,  and 
more  than  twenty  killed  and  wounded.  Gen.  Sher- 
man was  an  eye-witness  to  this  brave  perform- 
ance, and  wrote : “The  importance  of  the  object 

to  be  accomplished  fully  warranted  the  attempt. 
It  has  proved  successful,  and  will  stimulate  us  to 
further  efforts  to  break  the  line  which  terminates 
on  the  Mississippi  in  such  formidable  batteries. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  wrote  a letter  to  Lieut. 
Bache,  complimenting  him  very  highly  on  his  cour- 
age and  skill.  A sentence  from  the  letter  will  not 
be  out  of  place  here.  The  Secretary  said:  “Amid 
an  incessant  fire  of  shot  and  shells,  even  when  the 
fate  of  the  vessel  had  been  sealed,  and  destruction 
both  from  the,  elements  and  the  enemy  threatened, 
the  officers  and  men  appear  to  have  stood  bravely 
at  their  posts,  and  it  is  a proud  record  of  the  ‘Cin- 
cinnati’ that  when  her  last  moments  came  she  went 
down  with  her  colors  nailed  to  the  mast.  It  is  with 
no  ordinary  pleasure  that  I express  to  you  and  the 
surviving  officers  and  crew  of  the  ‘Cincinnati’  the 
department’s  appreciation  of  your  brave  conduct.” 
Immediately  after  the  loss  of  the  “Cincinnati” 
the  young  lieutenant  was  given  command  of  the 
“Lexington,”  one  of  the  two  vessels  that  saved 
Grant’s  army  at  Belmont,  and  again  helped  to  save 
the  day  at  Shiloh.  When  the  colored  troops  were 
attacked  at  Milliken’s  Bend,  Bache  was  on  hand 
to  protect  them,  and  to  punish  the  desperate  men 
who  refused  to  give  quarter  to  the  colored  troops. 
He  followed  this  by  commanding  an  expedition 
up  the  White  river  and  Little  Red  river,  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  several  steamers  used 
by  the  Confederates  in  crossing  troops  and  for 
transportation,  destroyed  a pontoon  bridge,  and 
thwarted  for  a time  the  plans  of  Gen.  Price  and  his 
army  of  20,000  men.  Lieut.  Bache  was  in  hot  ac- 
tions at  Blair’s  Landing,  in  Red  river,  and  at  Point 
of  Rocks,  La.,  and  in  numerous  other  fights  with 
batteries  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.  His 
last  battle  while  attached  to  the  Mississippi  Squad- 
ron was  in  June,  1864.  He  was  then  ordered  to  the 
command  of  the  old  “Tyler,”  at  the  mouth  of  the 
White  river,  and  instead  of  allowing  her  to  anchor 
in  “luxurious  idleness”  he  immediately  started  up 
the  White  river  to  find  a fight.  Gen.  Joe  Shelby 
was  operating  on  the  outskirts  of  Steele’s  army  at 
Little  Rock,  and  had  been  crossing  and  recrossing 
the  White  river  at  his  pleasure.  The  “Tyler”  found 
the  ubiquitous  and  daring  General  with  his  com- 
mand at  Clarendon,  the  same  morning  Shelby  cap- 
tured the  gunboat  “Queen  City,”  and  came  upon 
him  a few  minutes  after  he  had  blown  up  that 
vessel.  A hot  and  decisive  fight  ensued  between 
the  three  vessels  under  Bache  and  Shelby’s  battery. 
Two  of  the  boats  were  disabled,  leaving  the  brunt  of 
the  fight  to  fall  upon  the  flagship  “Tyler,”  com- 
manded in  person  by  Bache.  He  ran  his  vessel 


right  up  under  the  high  bank  upon  which  che  bat- 
tery was  planted,  and  blew  the  earth  and  guns  into 
the  air  together.  Shelby  beat  a hasty  retreat,  and 
most  of  the  town  was  burned.  During  the  short 
but  terrific  fight  Lieut.  Bache  stood  exposed  on  the 
quarter-deck,  giving  personal  direction  to  the 
handling  of  the  vessel.  He  was  a conspicuous 
target,  and  shower  after  shower  of  missiles  fell 
about  him,  but  he  seemed  to  have  a charmed  life, 
for  he  escaped  without  damage,  save  numerous 
holes  in  his  hat  and  clothing. 

After  this  battle  and  the  exciting  events  which 
followed  during  the  succeeding  week,  in  which  the 
army  took  part  in  pursuing  Shelby,  the  “Tyler”  was 
forced  by  the  rapidly  falling  water  to  go  down  the 
river.  She  was  a large  and  deep-draft  vessel,  and 
the  receding  water  and  swift  current  made  her 
passage  very  hazardous.  She  was  scarcely  able  to 
keep  her  sides  from  dashing  into  the  sharp  banks 
and  projecting  trees,  which  had  fallen  partly  into 
the  river,  while  making  the  short  tortuous  bends. 
In  making  one  of  these  bends  the  pilot  failed  to 
hold  the  boat  clear  of  a projecting  tree,  and  with  a 
tremendous  crash  the  stern  swung  into  it,  carrying 
away  the  starboard  wheelhouse  and  the  captain’s 
dressing  room  abaft.  The  officers  on  deck  ran  aft  to 
see  the  damage,  when  to  their  alarm  and  amaze- 
ment they  discovered  that  Lieut.  Bache  had  been 
carried  overboard,  and  was  clinging  to  the  wreck- 
age in  the  eddies  back  of  the  vessel.  A boat  was 
lowered  quickly  and  the  thoroughly  wet  and  some- 
what injured  officer  was  brought  aboard.  His  cool- 
ness through  all  this  was  characteristic  of  him ; 
when  he  was  taken  out  of  the  water  he  said,  “Thank 
you,  gentlemen,”  and  that  was  the  end  of  the  epi- 
sode. His  subsequent  service  in  the  war  was  in 
the  North  Atlantic  Squadron.  He  was  in  both 
attacks  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  took  a conspicuous 
part  in  the  assault  made  by  the  sailors  on  land. 
In  this  assault  he  was  badly  wounded  in  the  shoul- 
der. A description  of  the  part  taken  by  the  sailors 
on  land  in  this  remarkable  battle  would  be  full  of 
thrilling  interest.  No  one  of  the  brave  officers  or 
men  who  went  ashore  from  their  vessels  and  helped 
to  capture  that  important  fort  displayed  more  de- 
termined courage  than  did  Lieut.  Bache.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  gallant  Robley  D. 
Evans,  of  the  navy,  was  attached  to  the  “Pow- 
hatan” with  young  Bache,  and  that  both  were 
wounded  in  this  battle.  Lieut.  Bache  was  in  special 
service  on  the  steam  sloop  “Sacramento,”  1865-67. 
After  his  recovery  he  was  in  command  of  the  flag- 
ship on  the  James  river,  commissioned  lieutenant- 
commander  July  25,  1866.  In  1868  he  was  in  the 
Navy  Yard  at  Philadelphia;  in  1869-72  he  was  on 
the  steam  sloop  “Juniata,”  in  the  European  Squad- 
ron; and  from  1872  to  1875,  when  retired,  he  was 
on  ordnance  duty  in  the  Navy  Yard  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

On  January  19,  1887,  Commander  Bache  was 
married  to  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Emroy  Du  Bois,  a prominent  and  wealthy  pioneer 
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family  of  Great  Bend,  Penn.  (See  Du  Bois  sketch.) 
After  his  marriage  Commander  Bache  and  his  wife 
settled  in  Washington  City,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred February  n,  1896.  His  widow,  a lady  of 
education  and  refinement,  and  three  children  sur- 
vive. The  children  are:  Louise,  born  in  1888  in 

Washington;  Harriet,  born  in  1889  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ; and  Elizabeth,  born  in  1891  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

1 

ELDER  HARVEY  ROGERS.  Few  men 
there  are  whose  lives  are  spared  to  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety  years,  and  still  a less  number  who, 
at  such  an  age,  are  in  the  full  possession  of  their 
mental  faculties.  Elder  Rogers  is  one  of  these 
privileged  few,  now  living  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  with  a daughter,  where,  vener- 
able and  grand,  made  so  by  a life  well  spent,  he 
is  passing  the  evening  of  his  career,  tenderly  cared 
for  by  those  whose  memory  of  life  he  made  joyous 
and  happy.  For  over  sixty-three  years  he  has  been 
a minister  of  the  primitive  Baptist  faith. 

Elder  Rogers  was  born  June  21,  1809,  in  Bran- 
ford township,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  son  of 
Samuel  and  Jerusha  (Hubbard)  Rogers,  both  of 
whom  were  residents  of  Connecticut  prior  to  their 
marriage,  Miss  Hubbard  being  the  daughter  of 
Eber  Hubbard.  The  parents  of  Samuel  Rogers 
lived,  died  and  were  buried  in  the  town  named. 
Samuel  Rogers  possessed  some  property  there,  and 
in  his  own  home  there  ten  children — eight  sons  and 
two  daughters — were  born  to  them,  six  sons  living 
to  manhood,  namely:  Willis,  Samuel,  Jr.,  Fred- 

erick, Sherman,  Harvey  and  Justus.  The  family 
came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1820,  concerning 
which  journey  thither,  with  attending  incidents 
thereon,  and  for  a period  after  reaching  their  des- 
tination, the  Elder  gives  at  this  date,  in  his  own 
language,  the  following : 

“On  June  19,  1820,  Mrs.  Vernie  Lee,  with  a 
two-horse  team  and  wagon  loaded  with  household 
goods,  and  my  mother  and  brother  Samuel,  in  a 
one-horse  wagon,  and  my  brother  Justus  and  I on 
foot,  set  forth  on  our  journey  for  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  starting  at  10 
o’clock  in  the  forenoon.  When  within  about  three 
miles  of  my  brother’s  home  one  of  the  forward 
wheels  of  the  two-horse  wagon  broke  down,  this 
occurring  in  the  darkness  of  Saturday  night,  June 
24.  The  wagon  was  gotten  out  of  the  road,  and 
there  left  until  morning;  Mrs.  Lee  then  took  my 
brother  Samuel’s  place  with  my  mother,  and  Justus 
and  I were  put  on  one  horse,  and  Samuel  rode  the 
other,  and  we  all  arrived  safely  at  his  house  at  one 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th.  When  I arose 
later  that  morning  everything  was  surprising.  I 
well  remember  the  wonderful  appearance,  to  my 
mind,  as  I stood  and  gazed  at  the  sun  and  at  the 
big  tall  trees  of  the  forest,  and  the  improvements 
among  such  wonderful  timber;  then  to  behold  the 
Bunton  Knob  and  the  great  Moosic  Mountain — 


astonishing  site  for  a new  home  compared  with  the 
one  we  left.  The  neighborhood,  say,  for  a half- 
mile  north  and  a half-mile  south,  comprised  some 
ten  families,  including  ourselves  and  my  brothers, 
and  all  from  Connecticut ; one  was  a blacksmith, 
one  a house  carpenter,  my  brother  Samuel  had  a 
tannery  and  made  shoes,  and  my  brother  Frederick, 
the  next  younger  than  Samuel,  worked  for  him  at 
shoemaking;  my  brother  Sherman,  next  younger 
than  Frederick  (who  lived  to  manhood),  worked 
in  the  tannery.  I had  no  desire  for  either  of  those 
occupations,  so  in  our  new  home  I did  the  chores 
and  errands,  for,  as  Samuel  made  shoes  for  the 
inhabitants,  there  were  many  errands  to  be  done, 
and  as  there  was  no  store  nearer  than  Bethany,  the 
county  seat,  I found  plenty  to  do.  I used  to  go 
there  on  horseback,  carrying  a pair  of  saddle-bags 
that  would  hold  from  three  pecks  to  near  a bushel, 
and  have  them  filled  with  all  that  could  be  buckled 
in  the  straps  and  carried  on  the  horse. 

“The  month  of  July  brought  another  new 
scene  with  three  new  wonders ; one  was  to  get  up 
on  the  Moosic  Mountain  to  gather  huckleberries, 
which  grew  in  great  abundance — literally  covering 
the  ground,  so  that  it  was  nearly  blue  with  the 
bunches  of  berries — then  to  behold  the  country  for 
miles  with  the  improvements  of  the  different  set- 
tlers scattered  about  through  such  a wilderness  of 
such  monstrous  timber,  dotted  here  and  there  with 
ponds  and  small  lakes.  Oh  ! what  a wonderful  por- 
tion of  God’s  creation  lay  open  to  my  view  with 
the  extensive  mountain  on  which  I stood ; then  to 
turn  and  look  to  the  north  and  see  the  two  great 
Elk  Hills  north  of  Dundaff,  in  Susquehanna 
county — their  lofty  heads  towering  toward  the  sky 
higher  than  the  mountain  on  which  I stood ; then 
looking  west  and  southwest,  and  view  Luzerne 
county,  seeing  Scott  and  Abington  and  Pittston, 
the  Susquehanna  river,  Wilkesbarre  and  Kingston, 
with  the  chain  of  mountains  west  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, which  runs  west  of  Kingston,  and  into  which 
the  Lackawanna  river  empties  at  Pittston  below 
Camel’s  Ledge,  which  looks  as  though  the  moun- 
tain was  cut  in  two  at  a point  were  the  Susque- 
hanna comes  into  the  Wyoming  Valley,  where  the 
great  massacre  of  the  white  people  by  the  Indians 
occurred. 

“The  first  winter  I lived  in  Pennsylvania,  which 
was  seventy-seven  years  ago  this  winter,  was  a 
very  severe  and  cold  one,  with  good  sleighing  until 
the  1 8th  of  April.  I went  to  school  some  that  win- 
ter, in  a log  school  house  about  a half-mile  from 
where  we  lived,  and  when  the  time  came  to  prepare 
to  make  sugar,  the  snow  being  then  hard  enough  to 
bear  me,  I was  set  to  drawing  sap-troughs  on  a 
hand-sled  to  the  sugar  trees,  and  there  setting 
them  up,  preparatory  to  tapping  them.  The  time 
came  in  February  to  commence  tapping  the  trees, 
the  snow  being  knee-deep  to  a man ; but  we  went 
ahead,  and  made  during  the  season  a good  lot  of 
sugar.  When  the  spring  came  on  my  father  began 
looking  about  for  a place  for  a house,  and  settled 
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his  mind  on  Mr.  Otlio  Wagoner’s  place,  father  and 
Samuel  agreeing  to  take  the  improvements.  Father, 
mother,  Justus  and  I moved  into  the  house,  May 
24,  1821,  got  settled  and  went  to  farming.  We 
first  ploughed  for  a garden,  then  for  flax  and  po- 
tatoes, then  for  oats  and  corn.  Father  had  bought 
a yoke  of  oxen,  together  with  the  yoke  that  they 
had  been  worked  in,  and  we  sowed  the  flax  and 
planted  the  potatoes  and  got  the  ground  tilled,  and 
sowed  the  oats,  and  planted  the  corn  on  June  12, 
and,  although  it  seemed  late,  it  was  about  as  early 
as  the  season.  We  had  a good  garden;  the  oats 
and  corn  ripened,  and  were  very  good.  This  farm 
was  two  miles  from  my  brother’s,  where  we  had 
lived  eleven  months  and  three  days,  bordering  on 
the  east  side  of  what  was  called  ‘the  Dutch  settle- 
ment,’ and  our  nearest  neighbor  was  a Dutchman 
by  the  name  of  John  Swingle.  They  had  a family 
of  ten  children ; his  land  joined  father’s,  and  the 
road  was  on  the  line  between  his  and  father’s,  and 
each  was  cleared  to-  the  road  for  a good  many 
rods.  Father  bought  cows,  and  mother  made 
cheese  and  butter,  and  the  grass  crop  came  on 
good  for  hay,  and  we  raised  some  buckwheat,  and 
so  we  kept  going,  and  as  I grew  older  and  stronger 
I was  taught  to  do  farm  work.” 

The  father  of  our  subject  carried  on  farming 
operations,  doing  much  hard  work  that  was  inci- 
dent to  pioneer  life,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  his 
good  wife,  who  was  in  every  way  a helpmeet,  until 
life’s  close.  Before  leaving  Connecticut,  as  stated, 
he  was  a man  of  some  property,  owning  a little 
home  and  eight  and  one-half  acres  of  land,  which 
he  disposed  of  for  $1,500  before  his  departure  for 
the  new  country.  Fie  also  owned  what  was  called 
Pine  Orchard,  which  he  held  until  some  time  after 
his  removal  to  Pennsylvania,  receiving  for  it  $700 
in  silver.  Fie  died  March  25,  1836,  aged  seventy- 
six  years  and  twenty-two  days,  his  death  being  the 
result  of  an  accident  received  December  13,  1835, 
in  which  he  bruised  his  right  side  and  hip.  He 
lost  the  use  of  his  limb  and  was  bedfast  from  that 
time  until  his  death,  requiring  much  attention,  which 
his  devoted  son,  our  subject,  most  cheerfully  gave 
him.  His  g'ood  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  world 
beyond,  dying  May  16,  1833,  aged  sixty-five  years, 
seven  months  and  eleven  days,  after  being  bedfast 
only  eight  days.  The  fact  of  their  being  privileged 
to  live  in  a home  of  their  own,  the  house  they  had 
built,  was  a source  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  fam- 
ily. They  were  plain,  industrious,  good  people, 
who  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  community 
in  which  they  lived. 

Elder  Rogers  was  reared  amid  the  rural  and 
primitive  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  in  the  picturesque 
region  of  Wayne  county,  an  idea  of  which  the 
reader  of  the  preceding  narrative  has  already 
formed.  The  trials  and  hardships  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  were  great,  yet  resolutely  they  went  to 
work  with  “a  heart  for  any  fate,”  reclaimed  the 
forests  and  made  them  almost  one  vast  garden, 
converting  them  into  fields  and  orchards  rich  in 


products,  amid  which  are  homes  of  elegance  and 
beauty — to  this  work  Elder  Rogers  contributed  a 
full  share,  and  is  deserving  of  just  credit.  Before 
leaving  Connecticut  he  had  attended  school  quite 
a little,  going  first  when  but  three  years  of  age  and 
in  dresses,  not  so  much  to  learn,  as  his  father 
afterward  told  him,  but  more  to  be  out  of  the  way 
at  home.  Among  his  early  teachers  he  recalls  a 
Miss  Harris  or  Harrison,  Chandler  Parcus,  Martha 
Towner,  a Mr.  Lindsey,  and  James  Rogers.  After 
coming  to  Pennsylvania  there  was  so  much  to  be 
done  that  he  had  little  time  for  going  to  school, 
and  then  only  for  a short  time  during  the  winters. 
As  he  grew  older  he  paid  considerable  attention 
to  bees,  and  at  fifteen  he  had  a bee-house  built  and 
the  first  swarm  of  bees  therein  on  the  9th  day  of 
May,  before  he  was  sixteen ; and  from  that  time 
to  the  present  he  has  never  been  without  bees.  In 
1898  he  wrote:  “It  will  be  seventy-three  years  the 
9th  day  of  next  May  since  I paid  $4.50  for  a hive 
of  bees  bought  of  Edward  Curtis  in  Salem.” 

As  a boy  our  subject  recalls  many  of  the  first 
internal  improvements  of  the  section,  and  of  notable 
events  in  the  country  at  large.  He  remembers 
the  completion  of  the  north  and  south  turnpike,  and 
the  one  from  Milford  to  Owego,  and  the  opening  of 
the  first  anthracite  coal  mines.  He  remembers  the 
discussions  in  the  Legislature  in  the  matter  of 
granting  charters  for  the  building  of  canals  and 
railroads,  and  the  building  of  the  first  of  each 
in  the  country.  When  only  a mere  lad  he  saw  the 
Fulton  steamboat,  on  East  river.  The  years  passed 
by  and  young  Rogers  reached  manhood,  still  re- 
siding and  working  with  his  parents,  who  were 
growing  old  and  were  dependent  upon  him,  the 
father  having  become  involved.  His  marriage  was 
the  next  thing  in  order,  apd  on  it  he  remarks : 
“I  married  me  a wife  (Zulima  C.  Seely)  the  13th 
day  of  May,  1832,  and  moved  her  to  my  home  on 
the  14th,  and  we  all  lived  together  as  one  family, 
and  ate  at  one  table  as  long  as  father  and  mother 
were  able  to-  come  to  the  table.”  For  some  years 
prior  to  his  marriage,  and  for  years  thereafter,  our 
subject  had  many  difficulties  to  contend  with;  but 
trusting  in  God,  and  following  his  teachings,  he 
was  enabled  to  surmount  them  all,  and  rear  his  fam- 
ily. His  father  losing  his  property,  his  sickness  and 
death,  with  that  of  the  mother,  and  the  long  and 
trying  sickness  of  his  wife  following  soon  there- 
after, involved  much  expense  and  time  in  caring 
for  them.  In  1840  he  moved  from  the  Curtis  place, 
and  began  anew  on  another  farm  in  the  woods,  not 
an  acre  of  which  was  cleared,  beginning  $150  in 
debt.  He  built  a log  house,  which  was  their  home 
for  some  years.  He  and  his  wife  labored  on,  reared 
their  four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters, 
and  led  useful  Christian  lives  which  have  been 
creditable  to  them  and  to  society.  The  wife  and 
mother  was  called  to  her  reward  February  28,  t886, 
aged  seventy-five  years,  ten  months  and  seven 
days. 

The  children  born  to  Elder  Rogers  and  wife 
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were:  (i)  Russell  Rogers  was  bom  March  25, 

1833,  and  died  May  10  following.  (2)  Edwin  Rog- 
ers, born  February  15,  1837,  was  married  March 
3,  1859,  to  Olive  Cobb,  who  died  the  following 
November,  and  in  1861  he  married  Malissa  Shaffer; 
he  afterward  wedded  Mary  McConnell.  He  became 
a cripple  and  died  June  14,  1873.  His  children 
were  Ord,  who  is  now  a resident  of  Kansas  City ; 
and  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Orrin  Correl,  of  Dunmore, 
Penn.  (3)  Martha  Rogers,  born  December  14, 
1837,  on  March  24,  1853,  married  Rufus  Swingle, 
fheir  children  were  Alvin  and  Alson  (twins),  born 
March  6,  1854,  of  whom  Alson  lived  only  until  the 
27th  of  the  same  month;  John  N.,  born  June  23, 
1856;  and  Mary  Lucinda,  born  March  9,  1867.  (4) 
Mary  Rogers,  born  May  8,  1840,  married,  May  7, 
1859,  William  Eveans,  and  they  had  children — 
George  F.,  born  February  15,  i860;  Willie  Eugene, 
born  November  27,  1863  ; John  Wesley,  born  No- 
vember 10,  1867,  died  December  11,  1867;  Floyd 
Garner,  born  October  10,  1869,  died  April  7,  1877; 
Delphene,  born  March  31,  1872;  Rosa  Malvina, 
born  March  4,  1874,  died  April  4,  1877;  Friend, 
born  March  24,  1876;  Clara  Valentine,  born  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1879,  died  July  1,  1885  ; Christian  Eveans, 
born  February  16,  1881  ; and  Martha  Jerusha,  born 
December  5,  1883.  (5)  Abigail  J.  Rogers,  born 

August  18,  1842,  married  October  25,  1863,  William 
Cope,  and  their  children  were:  Judd  E.,  born 

August  7,  1866;  Anna,  born  December  1,  1864,  is 
now  deceased;  Adelia,  born  March  12,  1871 ; Sam- 
uel R.,  born  May  25,  1874,  is  deceased;  William 
Early,  born  May  27,  1876,  is  deceased;  Clara,  born 
May  2,  1878,  is  deceased;  George  F.,  born  January 
24,  1881  ; Dessa  A.,  born  November  8,  1882,  is  de- 
ceased; Bessie,  born  October  16,  1885;  and  Simon, 
born  January  24,  1900.  .(6)  Eli  Rogers,  born  July 
9.  1844,  died  February  3,  1845.  On  March  14,  1834, 
Elder  Rogers  made  public  profession  of  his  faith 
in  a covenant-keeping  God,  and  he  has  since  been  an 
earnest  student  of  the  Bible,  especially  of  the  New 
Testament,  and  a tireless  worker  in  the  Master’s 
kingdom,  having  preached  for  over  sixty-three 
years.  Though  now  past  ninety  years  of  age,  he 
is  in  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties,  and  reads 
and  writes  without  the  aid  of  glasses. 

A.  K.  PEARSALL,  proprietor  of  “Evergreen 
Cliff  Cottage,"  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  has  resided  here  for  a quarter  of 
a century,  and  has  taken  his  place  as  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  his  adopted  home,  where 
he  is  well  and  favorably  known.  Mr.  Pearsall  is  a 
native  of  New  York  City,  born  in  November,  1830, 
and  he  is  descended  from  an  honorable  Quaker 
and  Dutch  ancestry,  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 

Mr.  Pearsall’s  grandfather,  Silas  Pearsall,  was 
born  on  Long  Island,  of  Quaker  descent,  his  family 
being  one  of  the  first  eleven  families  to  come  to  this 
country,  having  arrived  in  the  sixteenth  century, 
not  long  after  the  Puritans,  and  located  on  Long 
Island.  Silas  Pearsall  married  Margaret  Kitchener, 


and  subsequently  removed  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  a mercantile  house  for  the 
rest  of  his  life.  There,  he  and  his  worthy  wife  passed 
away,  leaving  a family  of  five  children,  four  sons 
and  one  daughter,  who  married  and  settled  in  New 
York  City,  the  sons  becoming  prosperous  business 
men.  Many  of  the  descendants  still  reside  in  New 
York  City. 

Abijah  Pearsall,  son  of  Silas  and  Margaret 
(Kitchener)  Pearsall,  was  born  on  Long  Island  in 
1788,  passed  his  earlier  years  in  his  native  place 
and  removed  with  the  family  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  afterward  made  his  home.  He  received 
a public  school  education,  and  when  a young  man 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  some  years.  He  was  a volunteer  in  the  War  of 
1812  and  received  an  honorable  discharge  at  the 
end  of  his  enlistment.  In  1809  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Getty  Corson,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  City  in  1790,  daughter  of  Cornelius 
and  Margaret  (Brown)  Corson,  and  was  a de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  old  Dutch  families  who  came 
to  the  New  World  in  the  sixteenth  century,  and 
was  the  second  family  to  settle  on  Staten  Island. 
Cornelius  Corson  was  born  in  1769,  and  his  wife 
was  born  in  1772.  Although  quite  young  at  the 
time,  they  both  recall  many  thrilling  scenes  enacted 
in  New  York  during  the  trying  days  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. He  often  saw  Washington  and  his  generals, 
and  never  wearied  recounting  to  his  children  and 
young  friends  the  strange  and  wonderful  sights  he 
had  witnessed  in  those  early  days.  Left  an  orphan  in 
childhood,  he  lived  with  friends  until  reaching 
manhood.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  were 
for  years  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  their  remains  rest  in  the  grounds  of 
old  Trinity  Church,  on  Broadway,  opposite  Wall 
street,  New  York.  A man  of  strict  integrity,  Cor- 
nelius Corson  was  greatly  beloved  and  highly  re- 
spected. 

John  Brown,  father  of  Margaret  (Brown)  Cor- 
son, was  the  owner  or  master  of  the  old  market 
ferry  between  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  and  often 
had  Gen.  Washington  and  his  immortal  officers 
for  passengers,  and  on  that  terrible  night  when  it 
became  necessary  for  the  Continental  army  to  re- 
treat from  Long  Island  there  was  none  whose  duty 
was  more  bravely  done  than  was  that  of  the  old 
ferryman.  He  and  his  good  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Stagg,  were  faithful  adherents  of  St. 
Paul’s  Church,  and  in  the  old  churchyard,  in  the 
heart  of  a busy  city,  they  sleep  their  last  sleep. 

The  Stagg  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Brown  was 
a member,  came  from  Holland  at  an  early  day,  and 
settling  in  New  York  became  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Dutch  colony  there,  and  some  mem- 
bers of  the  family  became  quite  wealthy.  One  of 
the  number,  residing  in  New  York,  was  most  loyal 
to  the  American  cause  in  the  struggle  for  liberty. 
When  Washington  was  obliged  to  leave  the  city, 
many  of  the  families  went  too,  and  when,  after  the 
British  had  entered,  and  the  great  fire  swept  over 
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one-half  of  the  fair,  young  city,  John  Stagg  and 
some  of  his  friends  stood  upon  the  Jersey  heights, 
and  watched  the  flames  consume  their  property. 
One  of  them  asked  Mr.  Stagg  if  he  did  not  feel 
badly  to  see  his  fine  property  destroyed,  but  the 
answer  came  with  a laugh:  "I  do  not  value  it  the 

head  of  a brass  pin,  if  only  the  Americans  gain 
the  day.”  From  1801-1803  John  Stagg,  of  the 
same  family,  served  as  sheriff — a very  important 
and  trustworthy  office  in  those  days. 

Abijah  Pearsall  and  his  wife,  Getty  (Corson), 
mentioned  above,  always  resided  in  New  York 
City,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1840,  hers  in 
January,  1861.  Their  family  consisted  of  six  sons 
and  one  daughter,  Margaret,  who  became  the  wife 
of  William  Fick,  of  New  York  City,  and  had  a 
family  of  five  children — Emeline,  Mellie,  Lucinda, 
Ella  and  William  W.  (who  died  in  early  manhood). 

(1)  Cyrus,  born  in  1813,  married  Miss  Ellen  Parker, 
of  New  York,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  James 
and  Cyrus,  who  are  at  present  engaged  in  business 
in  New  York  City;  he  was  employed  for  many 
years  as  supervisor  of  the  Wards  Island  Asylum. 

(2)  John,  born  in  1815,  married  Miss  Annie  Smith, 
of  New  York  City,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
in  1854;  they  had  three  children — Orlando,  John 
and  Abijah.  (3)  Cornelius,  born  in  1819,  married 
Flannah  Garrison,  of  New  York,  and  they  now 
reside  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  with  their  large  family. 
(4)  Jacob,  born  in  1823,  was  engaged  in  business 
in  New  York  City  until  his  death ; he  married  Miss 
Fannie  A.  Penning,  of  New  York,  and  they  had 
two  children — Charity,  who  married  a Mr.  McCart- 
ney, a business  man  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  Jacob, 
married  and  residing  in  Brooklyn.  (5)  Solomon, 
born  in  1828,  married  Miss  Jane  Miller,  also  of  New 
York  City,  and  has  two>  children — Wallace  and 
Emma ; the  family  reside  in  Leadville,  Colo.,  where 
he  is  a leading  business  man. 

A.  K.  Pearsall,  the  sixth  son  in  the  family, 
received  the  benefits  of  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city  during  his  boyhood,  and  after  reaching 
manhood  he  served  several  years  as  a policeman 
there,  first  as  one  of  the  Old  Palace  police,  from 
which  he  was  transferred  to  the  city  force,  on 
which  he  remained  four  years.  He  made  his  home 
in  New  York  until  1873,  when  he  removed  his 
family  to  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  having  purchased 
the  John  Colwell  farm  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, which  they  have  since  occupied.  Mr.  Pear- 
sall has  devoted  all  his  time  and  attention  to  the 
cultivation  and  care  of  this  place,  which  he  has 
been  improving  constantly,  and  it  now  presents 
a fine  appearance  and  brings  him  a good  income, 
to  which  he  has  added  by  opening  his  house  in  the 
summer  season  to  some  of  the  numerous  visitors 
who  throng  to  this  part  of  Monroe  county  for 
health  and  recreation.  He  has  erected  a new  barn, 
had  a large  addition  built  on  the  residence,  which 
is  now  fitted  with  all  modern  conveniences,  and 
made  many  other  changes  which  enhance  the 
beauty  and  value  of  his  property.  He  is  an  accom- 


modating and  pleasant  host,  providing  every  pos- 
sible comfort  for  his  guests  and  he  and  his  amiable 
wife  have  the  faculty  of  making  those  who  sojourn 
under  their  roof  feel  its  homelike  influence,  and 
look  forward  to  a return  visit  with  pleasure. 

In  1854  Mr.  Pearsall  wedded  Miss  Annie  M. 
Miner,  of  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  who  was 
born  in  1831,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
schools  of  her  native  county.  Her  parents,  Ezra 
and  Jemima  (Travis)  Miner,  were  born  in  Westches- 
ter county,  N.  Y.,  and  Long  Island,  respectively, 
and  they  reared  a family  of  nine  children,  namely: 
John,  W.  D.,  Rosedelt,  James  F.,  Phoebe  M.  (Mrs. 
Samuel  Douglas,  of  Long  Island),  Fannie  (Mrs. 
Edward  England),  Rebecca  G.,  and  Harriet  L. 
(both  of  whom  died  in  early  womanhood)  and 
Annie  M.  (Mrs.  Pearsall).  To  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  been  born  seven  children,  all  in  New 
York  City,  viz.:  (1)  Richard  W.  married  Miss 

Lizzie  Van  Why,  of  Monroe  county,  and  made  his 
home  in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  died  in  1887;  his 
widow  and  only  daughter,  Flossie,  now  live  in 
Gouldsboro,  Penn.  (2)  Irene  received  her  educa- 
tion in  New  York  City,  and  came  with  her  parents 
to  Monroe  county,  here  marrying  Henry  Vaughn, 
of  Long  Island,  by  whom  she  has  two  children — 
Lillian  and  Jessie;  they  reside  in  Stroudsburg, 
where  Mr.  Vaughn  is  superintendent  in  the  Cool- 
baugh  coal  yard.  (3)  Marion,  (4)  Minnie  and  (5) 
Laura  died  in  infancy.  (6)  Clinton,  born  in  1865, 
received  a good  common  school  education  and  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  the  home  in  Monroe  county ; 
in  1885  he  married  Miss  Minnie  Ozenbaugh,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Mary  J.  Ozenbaugh,  of  Monroe 
county,  and  the  young  couple  have  since  lived  with 
his  parents ; they  have  three  children — La  Vin  B., 
Floy  Estelle  and  Leon  G.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  they 
are  active  workers,  taking  also  a zealous  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  Sabbath  school,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  superintendent.  (7)  Jessie  M.,  born 
in  1873,  was  in  her  infancy  when  the  family  settled 
on  the  present  home,  and  she  received  a thorough 
education  in  the  schools  of  Monroe  county ; she 
lives  with  her  parents,  and  she  takes  an  active  part 
in  church  and  Sabbath  school  work  as  a devoted 
member  of  the  M.  E.  society.  Politically  Mr.  Pear- 
sall and  his  son  Clinton  are  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party. 

WILLIAM  YATES  (deceased)  was  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  citizens  of  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  his  family  still  reside.  He 
was  born  in  Manchester,  England,  June  6,  1831,  a 
son  of  Benjamin  T.  and  Mary  A.  (Jarvis)  Yates,  also 
natives  of  Manchester,  where  they  continued  to 
make  their  home  until  1837. 

In  that  year  they  emigrated  to  America  and 
located  in  Philadelphia,  but  a year  later  came  to 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  where  the  father 
followed  his  trade  of  shoemaking  until  called  from 
this  life  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His 
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wife  died  in  1850,  and  both  were  buried  in  Howe- 
town  cemetery,  Sterling  township.  William  was 
the  oldest  of  their  children,  the  others  being  as 
follows : Joseph,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  and 
a half  years ; Benjamin,  who  married  Phoebe  M. 
Stevens,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  and  carpenter- 
ing in  Sterling  township;  Josephine,  wife  of  John 
H.  Lee,  a farmer  and  carpenter  of  the  same  town- 
ship ; Mary,  deceased  wife  of  John  Stevens,  of 
Sterling  township.  The  father  was  three  times  mar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  a Mrs.  Loney,  and  his 
third  wife  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Finley,  but  he  had  no 
children  by  these  unions.  Our  subject’s  paternal 
grandparents  were  William  and  Elizabeth  Yates, 
who  removed  from  Manchester,  England,  to  Phila- 
delphia, Penn.,  at  an  early  day,  but  subsequently 
located  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  where  they 
made  their  home  throughout  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  grandfather  was  a manufacturer  of 
cotton  goods,  became  quite  wealthy  and  prominent, 
and  spent  his  last  years  in  retirement.  He  had  a 
family  of  four  children : William,  who  wedded 

Mary  Graham;  Benjamin;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John 
Reigley ; and  James. 

Mr.  Yates,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch, 
had  crossed  the  Atlantic  three  times  before  he  was 
six  years  old,  and  with  his  parents  came  to  make 
his  home  in  Sterling  township.  During  his  boy- 
hood he  aided  his  father  in  shoemaking,  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  working  on  the  rail- 
road for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co.,  working 
three  summers  and  doing  shoemaking  in  the  win- 
ter. For  awhile  he  teamed  to  Easton,  hauling  lum- 
ber, and  worked  for  the  neighbors,  in  the  meantime 
assisting  his  father  at  shoemaking  until  he  had  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  He  then 
purchased  a house  and  lot  of  his  father,  and  lived 
there  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
sold  it  and  purchased  a tract  of  fourteen  acres,  on 
which  he  lived  until  the  commencement  of  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Lake 
Ariel,  Wayne  county,  and  for  four  years  worked 
again  for  the  railroad  company.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  continued  to  reside  at  that  place  until 
1866,  when  he  removed  to  the  present  farm  of  his 
widow.  He  was  not  strong  and  his  health  was 
very  poor  for  a year  or  two  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  February  27,  1898.  He  was  a man  of 
medium  weight,  and  from  an  attack  of  smallpox 
when  a child,  he  lost  the  use  of  his  right  eye.  He 
was  industrious  and  enterprising,  and  was  able  to 
leave  to  his  family  a good  farm  of  sixty  acres.  His 
political  support  was  always  given  the  Republican 
party,  and  for  three  years  he  most  efficiently  served 
as  school  director.  Fraternally,  he  affiliated  with 
the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of  Nobletown,  and  the 
Grange ; and  religiously  was  for  forty  years  a con- 
sistent and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  his  life  being  in  harmony  with  his 
professions.  He  was  a devoted  husband  and  father 
and  true  friend,  willing  to  sacrifice  his  personal 
comfort  for  those  about  him. 


At  Jonestown,  Wayne  county,  May  18,  1854, 
Mr.  Yates  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
A.  Stevens,  and  to  them  was  born  a daughter, 
Minnie  A.,  who  is  with  her  mother.  They  also 
raised  Charles  T.,  a son  of  John  Stevens,  a brother 
of  Mrs.  Yates,  and  he  is  now  known  as  Charles  T. 
Tates.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  only  four 
weeks  old  and  one  week  later  Mrs.  Yates  took  him 
and  gave  him  a mother’s  loving  care.  Mrs.  Yates  is 
a native  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Dobell)  Stevens. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  was  a son  of  Henry  and  Martha  Stev- 
ens, who  were  natives  of  Germany  and  Long  Island, 
respectively,  and  were  married  in  the  latter  place, 
whence  they  removed  to  the  Wyoming  Valley,  but 
spent  their  last  days  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.’  The 
remains  of  both  were  buried  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Sterling  township.  They  were  farming  people 
and  early  settlers  of  this  region.  Their  children 
were  Valentine,  who  married  Sarah  Frazier; 
George,  who  married  Rachel  Weeks;  Jane,  who 
married  Charles  Cliff;  Nicholson,  who  first  mar- 
ried Nancy  Catterson,  and  after  her  death  married 
her  cousin,  Isabella  Catterson;  Mary,  who  died 
when  young;  Ann,  who  married  John  Catterson; 
Henry,  who  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Yates ; and 
Martha,  who  married  William  Catterson,  a brother 
of  John. 

On  reaching  man’s  estate  Henry  Stevens  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Dobell,  a native  of  Kent  county, 
England,  who  came  to  America  in  1818,  at  the  age 
of  six  years,  with  her  father,  Rev.  George  Dobell,  a 
Baptist  minister,  who  brought  with  him  three  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Ann  and  Eliza.  He  first 
located  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  but 
ten  years  later  removed  to  Jonestown,  where  he 
operated  a sawmill  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  was  three  times  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Elizabeth  Hillman,  who  died  in  England, 
leaving  three  children — Sarah,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Yates ; Ann,  who  was  the  twin  sister  of  Sarah, 
and  died  unmarried  in  1895 ; and  Eliza,  wife  of  Ab- 
bott Purdy  and  mother  of  Judge  Purdy,  of  Hones- 
dale,  Penn.  In  Philadelphia,  Rev.  Dobell  married 
Catherine  Smith,  by  whom  he  had  five  children : 
Hannah,  wife  of  James  Miller ; Frances,  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Ramble ; Martha,  who  died  unmarried ; Mary, 
wife  of  Edward  Smith ; and  Caroline,  who  was 
drowned  at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years.  For 
his  third  wife  he  married  Mrs.  Eliza  Lawrence,  a 
sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  to  them  were  born  two 
children:  Charlotte  and  John,  the  latter  of  whom 

was  drowned  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 

Mrs.  Yates’  parents  were  farming  people,  who 
spent  their  entire  married  life  in  Wayne  county. 
The  father  died  May  21,  1878,  aged  sixty-nine  years, 
the  mother  February  21,  1898,  aged  eighty-five,  and 
both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Nobletown  cemetery.  Mrs. 
Yates  is  the  oldest  of  their  children,  the  others  be- 
ing as  follows  : John,  a farmer  of  Sterling  town- 
ship, who  first  married  Mary  A.  Yates,  and  after 
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her  death  wedded  Mary  Sinquet ; Mary  ].,  wife  of 
John  Ferguson,  a farmer  of  the  same  township; 
Harriet,  a resident  of  Salem  Corners,  Wayne 
county,  and  the  widow  of  Solon  Peet,  who  died  of 
diphtheria  in  the  Civil  war;  Phoebe,  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Yates,  a farmer  of  Sterling  township;  Wil- 
liam, also  a farmer  of  that  township,  who  married 
Sarah  Sinquet;  Martha,  deceased  wife  of  James 
Bird,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Emma,  who  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  some  time  prior  to  her  death ; 
Lottie,  a milliner,  of  Georgetown,  Penn. ; and 
George,  who  married  Tacey  Noble,  and  is  a mer- 
chant of  Maplewood,  Wayne  county. 

HON.  HARRY  B.  ELY,  M.  D„  a representa- 
tive in  the  State  Legislature  from  Wayne  county, 
and  one  of  the  county’s  leading  physicians,  residing 
at  Lake  Ariel  in  Lake  township,  is  a native  of 
Laceyville,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  born  April  16, 
1866,  a son  of  Dr.  Richard  H.  Ely,  and  his  wife, 
Emeline  S.  Birney. 

Dr.  Richard  H.  Ely  was  born  January  8,  1838, 
at  Sugar  Run,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.  He  was  a son 
of  Aaron  and  Abagail  (Dodge)  Ely,  and  a grandson 
of  Richard  H.  Ely,  who  came  from  his  home  on  the 
banks  of  the  Connecticut  river  to  the  unbroken 
forests  of  Pennsylvania  in  1820.  Abagail  (Dodge) 
Ely  was  a daughter  of  William  Dodge,  one  of  the 
pioneer  farmers  of  Franklin  township,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.  Dr.  Richard  H.  Ely  was  reared  amid 
the  scenes  of  his  father’s  farm,  and  grew  to  manhood 
in  a manner  in  keeping  with  the  life  of  the  general 
run  of  farmers’  sons.  His  medical  preparation  was 
completed  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Phil- 
adelphia, whence  he  graduated  in  1882.  He  mar- 
ried, at  Sugar  Run,  in  his  native  county,  Emeline 
S.  Birney,  who  was  born  February  24,  1834,  a 
daughter  of  Harry  Birney,  Esq.  Some  time  after 
their  marriage  they  located  at  Laceyville,  Wyoming 
county,  where  the  Doctor  has  ever  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  is  favorably 
known  to  the  profession  throughout  that  section  of 
the  State.  As  a physician  and  citizen  he  has  high 
standing  at  home,  where  he  enjoys  a successful 
practice.  Himself  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  and  Presbyterian  Churches  respectively. 
Their  children  are : Luella  is  the  widow  of  George 
W.  Smith,  of  Laceyville ; Augusta  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  O.  Keyes,  an  insurance  agent  of  Dunmore, 
Penn. ; and  Harry  B. 

Dr.  Harry  B.  Ely,  when  only  a lad  of  ten  years, 
evidenced  a liking  for  a mercantile  life,  which  was 
to  a degree  gratified  at  that  early  age  in  his  clerking 
at  out-of-school  times  in  the  store  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  George  W.  Smith,  at  Laceyville,  and  later 
for  three  years  he  was  employed  there  regularly. 
He  was  then  in  attendance  at  Susquehanna  Col- 
legiate Institute  at  Towanda,  Penn.,  for  three  years. 
His  preparation  for  the  medical  profession  was 
completed  at  Tefferson  Medical  College,  Philadel- 
phia, from  which  he  was  graduated  April  3,  1886. 
After  this  event  he  became  associated  with  his 


father  in  practice  and  remained  with  him  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1887,  when  he  came  to  Lake  Ariel,  where 
he  has  since  become  established  in  his  profession, 
and  identified  himself  with  the  social  and  public 
interests  of  the  community.  He  has  the  reputation 
of  being  a very  skilful  and  careful  physician,  and 
his  genial,  sunny  disposition  is  not  without  an  en- 
couraging and  stimulating  effect  on  his  patients. 
He  keeps  himself  well  posted  and  up-to-date  in  all 
that  relates  to  the  advancement  in  the  practice  of 
medicine.  Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  He  is  now  serving  the  people  of  W’ayne 
county  as  their  representative  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State,  having  been  elected  on  the 
Republican  ticket  in  November,  1896. 

On  September  6,  1888,  at  Lake  Ariel,  Penn., 
Dr.  Ely  was  married  to  Rena  L.  Marcy,  and  their 
home  has  been  made  happy  by  the  birth  of  a son, 
Richard  M. 

FRANKLIN  H.  ROBINSON.  Among  the 
beautiful  country  homes  of  Wayne  county  is  that 
of  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Lebanon  township,  the  culture 
and  artistic  taste  of  its  occupants  being  reflected  in 
its  appointments,  while  a gracious  'hospitality  adds 
a charm  to  its  material  comforts.  The  farm  on 
which  it  is  situated  is  also  one  of  the  model  places 
of  this  section,  the  well-tilled  fields  and  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  denoting  the  skill  and  ability  of 
the  owner  in  his  chosen  calling. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  a native  of  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, born  May  29,  1840.  His  father,  James  Robin- 
son, was  born  April  17,  1812,  and  was  married  Sep- 
tember 28,  1836,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Hall.  In  1842, 
with  t'heir  family,  they  took  passage  on  the  sailing 
vessel  “Gasic”  bound  for  New  York,  where  they 
arrived  after  a long  and  tedious  voyage  of  forty 
days.  Coming  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  they 
located  in  Lebanon  township,  where  the  father 
moved  into  a log  cabin  and  commenced  to  clear  and 
improve  a farm.  He  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-three  years,  his  wife  at  the  age  of  sixtv-five. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
Mr.  Robinson,  while  not  following  any  set  creed, 
always  faithfully  followed  the  teaching  of  the 
Golden  Rule. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  in  Lebanon  township 
the  subject  of  this  review  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  those  occupations  which  usually  fall  to 
the  lot  of  farmers’  sons,  and  in  winter  he  attended 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  later  sup- 
plementing the  knowledge  there  acquired  by  a 
course  in  Bethany  Academy.  True  and  loyal  to 
his  adopted  country,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army 
in  June,  1861,  and  with  his  command  was  ordered 
to  Washington,  D.  C.  Subsequently  thev  were 
stationed  for  a short  time  at  Fairfax,  Va.,  and  then 
joined  the  command  of  Gens.  McDowell  and  Mc- 
Clellan. They  were  under  fire  at  the  battle  of  York- 
town,  and  his  regiment  had  charge  of  the  provisions 
sent  to  Harrison’s  Landing  and  pontoon  trains. 
Being  taken  ill,  Mr.  Robinson  was  an  inmate  of  the- 
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Chesapeake  Hospital  near  Fortress  Monroe  until 
August,  1862,  when  he  was  discharged  and  sent 
home. 

On  December  3,  1868,  Mr.  Robinson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Olive  Oliver,  of 
Wayne  county,  a daughter  of  John  Oliver,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely : Sam- 
uel S.,  a resident  of  Warren  county,  Penn. ; Mark 
N.,  at  home;  John  B.,  in  the  employ  of  the  Wells 
Fargo  Express  Co.,  at  Honesdale;  Albert  Clark, 
at  home ; and  one  child,  deceased.  The  wife  and 
mother  departed  this  life  in  1878,  and  Mr.  Robin- 
son was  again  married  in  1880,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Lydia,  daughter  of  Richard  Scut- 
tleberry,  a prominent  and  honored  citizen  of  Wayne 
county  for  many  years.  She  is  a woman  of  educa- 
tion and  refinement  as  well  as  many  good  qualities 
of  heart  and  mind,  which  endear  her  to  all.  She 
presides  with  gracious  dignity  over  their  beautiful 
home.  This  delightful  place  is  not  only  surrounded 
by  wide  porches,  which  furnish  a cool  and  shady 
retreat  in  the  summer,  but  in  the  winter  is  heated 
throughout  with  a furnace  and  is  supplied  with 
many  other  comforts  and  conveniences  not  often 
found  in  rural  homes.  The  farm  contains  229 
acres  of  productive  land.  In  political  sentiment 
Mr.  Robinson  is  a stalwart  Republican,  in  religious 
belief  is  a Methodist,  and  in  his  social  relations  is 
an  honored  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post,  No.  198, 
at  Honesdale.  He  is  a pleasant,  genial  and  com- 
panionable gentleman,  and  wherever  he  goes  he 
makes  many  warm  friends. 

C.  E.  CLARK,  who  for  the  past  three  years 
has  owned  and  conducted  one  of  the  most  important 
mercantile  concerns  in  Boyd’s  Mills,  is  one  of  the 
highly  respected  and  well-known  men  in  this  part 
of  Wayne  county,  and  is  a native  of  same,  having 
been  born  in  February,  1855,  in  Damascus  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Clark  is  one  of  the  ten  children  of  Sandford 
and  Martha  (Carpenter)  Clark,  the  former  of  whom, 
a native  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  brought  his  wife 
to  Wayne  county  after  their  marriage,  and  here 
made  a permanent  home,  following  lumbering  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1894.  His  wife  still 
survives,  at  present  residing  in  Hoytville,  Tioga 
county,  Penn.  Of  the  children,  Lawrence  is  mar- 
ried and  lives  in  Lycoming  county,  Penn. ; Alinda 
is  the  wife  of  W.  T.  Gavitt,  of  Damascus;  Joseph, 
born  in  Damascus,  married  Miss  Jennie  Heart,  of 
Tioga,  where  they  reside  (they  have  one  child) ; 
Alonzo,  unmarried,  lives  in  Johnsonburg,  McKean 
Co.,  Penn. ; Jesse  is  a resident  of  Tioga  county,  this 
State;  Rosie  is  the  wife  of  S.  O.  Risley,  of  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  and  has  one  child ; Frank,  who  is 
single,  lives  in  Tioga  county,  Penn.;  Cora,  Mrs. 
Frederick  Moore,  resides  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 
(she  has  no  family) ; Bell  is  unmarried  and  lives 
with  her  mother  in  Tioga  county,  Pennsylvania. 

C.  E.  Clark  received  his  literary  education  in 
Wayne  county  and  in  New  York  State,  being  given 


a thorough  practical  training,  of  which  he  made 
good  use,  following  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
of  this  county  for  several  years.  In  1883  he  en- 
gaged with  Thomas  & Loyd,  dry  goods  merchants 
in  Tioga  county,  Penn.,  as  clerk,  and  continued 
with  them  for  five  years,  when  he  embarked  in 
business  for  himself,  carrying  on  same  for  one  year. 
In  1889  he  settled  in  Boyd’s  Mills,  taking  charge 
of  the  Boyd  Mercantile  Store,  which  he  managed 
until  in  August,  1895,  he  became  proprietor,  buying 
the  business  from  Mrs.  Boyd,  and  he  has  continued 
it  on  his  own  account  up  to  the  present  time,  en- 
joying an  extensive  and  profitable  patronage  from 
the  town  and  surrounding  country.  When  he  com- 
menced life  for  himself  Mr.  Clark  had  many  obsta- 
cles to  overcome  along  the  road  to  prosperity,  but 
he  kept  steadily  on  in  the  face  of  discouragements 
and  setbacks  which  would  have  depressed  one  who 
had  less  determination,  and  he  now  occupies  a lead- 
ing position  among  the  well-to-do  merchants  of 
this  part  of  the  county.  His  qualifications  as  a 
business  manager,  and  good  judgment  in  financial 
affairs  are  unquestioned,  the  mere  fact  that  he  be- 
gan without  capital  and  made  his  way  up  to  his 
present  standing  being  ample  proof  of  his  abilities 
in  a commercial  way. 

In  1886  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Libbie  Boyd,  daughter  of  Thomas  Y.  and 
Elizabeth  J.  Boyd,  prominent  residents  of  Damas- 
cus, Wayne  county,  and  the  young  couple  made 
their  home  in  Tioga  county,  Penn.,  for  the  first 
three  years,  since  when  they  have  lived  at  Boyd’s 
Mills.  Four  children  have  Messed  their  union, 
born  as  follows : Carrie,  July,  1887,  in  Tioga  coun- 
ty; Boyd,  in  December,  1889,  Russel,  in  1891, 
and  Anita,  in  1895,  all  three  in  Wayne  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are,  in  religious  connection, 
members  of  the  Christian  Church  of  Damascus, 
and  they  are  recognized,  wherever  they  are  known, 
as  kind-hearted  Christian  people,  deserving  of  the 
respect  of  their  neighbors  and  friends,  who  are 
numerous  throughout  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Clark  is 
a Republican  in  political  faith,  and  he  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  party ; 
during  his  residence  in  Tioga  county  he  held 
various  township  offices.  Socially  he  is  a member 
of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  of  Hoytville,  Tioga  county. 

JAMES  NAGLE  is  among  the  well-to-do  and 
successful  farmers  of  Wayne  county,  who  have 
accumulated  a competency  through  their  own  ex- 
ertions and  economy,  and  he  now  carries  on  opera- 
tions as  a general  farmer  upon  the  old  Nagle  home- 
stead in  Canaan  township.  He  was  born  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  August  15,  1820,  but  in  1825  was 
brought  to  the  New  World  by  his  parents,  William 
and  Johanna  (Cashman)  Nagle,  who  spent  the  first 
summer  in  Canada,  whence  they  removed  to  High 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  shortly  afterward  to  a farm  three 
miles  from  Port  Jervis,  that  State.  After  various 
removals  they  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and 
located  in  Canaan  township,  the  father  being  em- 
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ployed  on  the  construction  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal.  On  its  completion  he  began  working  for 
the  gravity  railroad  in  1828,  but  in  the  fall  of  the 
following  year  removed  to  Nanticoke,  Penn.,  where 
the  winter  was  passed.  He  next  made  his  home  in 
Carbondalc  until  April  1,  1837,  when  he  returned  to 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  purchasing  100 
acres  of  land,  constituting  the  present  farm  of  our 
subject.  He  was  killed  by  a falling  tree  May  15. 
1837,  just  six  weeks  after  locating  here,  at  the  age 
of  forty-nine  years,  and  his  remains  were  interred  at 
Carbondale.  Subsequently  his  widow  married 
Thomas  McGraw,  and  she  died  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  in  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  in  April,  1865, 
aged  seventy  years,  being  buried  at  that  place. 
The  parents  were  both  earnest  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church. 

James  Nagle  is  the  oldest  of  the  children  born 
to  this  worthy  couple ; Lawrence,  a boatman,  has 
not  been  heard  from  since  1876 ; John  was  killed  on 
a railroad  in  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Patrick  was 
drowned  in  the  canal ; Mary  (deceased),  first  wedded 
Michael  Towland,  and  after  his  death  married 
Henry  Garity,  now  deceased ; Margaret  is  the 
widow  of  Thomas  Milligan,  of  Morris  county,  N. 
J. ; Catherine  married  James  Oran  and  died  in  Pitts- 
ton,  Penn. ; William  died  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age  James  Nagle 
located  with  his  parents  upon  his  present  farm,  and 
to  the  development  and  cultivation  of  the  land  he 
devoted  his  energies  until  1854,  when  he  removed 
to  Honesdale,  there  residing  for  five  years.  In 
connection  with  the  operation  of  the  farm,  he  en- 
gaged in  boating  on  the  canal  from  1832  until 
1869,  with  the  exception  of  seven  years,  being  in 
the  employ  of  the  gravity  railroad  from  1833  until 
1839.  He  now  devotes  his  entire  time  and  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  made  his  farm 
one  of  the  most  valuable  and  productive  places  in 
the  locality. 

In  New  York,  in  December,  1846,  Mr.  Nagle 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Johanna  Finton, 
a native  of  Ireland,  and  a daughter  of  Thomas  Fin- 
ton,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following  children  : 
William,  a railroad  man,  who  married  Theressa 
Sullivan,  and  lives  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J. ; Thomas, 
who  married  Anna  B.  Crandall,  and  whose  where- 
abouts are  now  unknown ; James,  who  is  engaged 
in  railroading,  and  lives  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; Sarah, 
who  married  Frank  Lane,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased ; Johanna,  wife  of  a Mr.  Dowling,  a gar- 
dener of  Albany,  N.  Y. ; Mary,  who  wedded  John 
Miller,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; and  Catherine, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two'  years.  The  mother  of 
these  children  departed  this  life  in  September,  i860, 
aged  thirty-seven  years.  Mr.  Nagle  was  again 
married  December  3,  1861,  in  Honesdale,  the  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Miss  Ellen  Sheehey,  Father 
Dougherty  performing  the  ceremony.  Of  the  chil- 
dren born  of  this  marriage,  John  married  Cora 
Ostranda,  and  is  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in 
Potter  county,  Penn. ; Edward  was  killed  by  an 


engine  in  Clinton  county,  Penn.,  while  attempting 
to  save  the  life  of  a man ; Henry  is  a lumberman  of 
Potter  county;  Maggie  and  Nellie  are  both  trained 
nurses,  living  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Roger  was 
killed  in  the  lumber  woods  of  Potter  county ; Eliza- 
beth is  also  a trained  nurse  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
and  Agnes  and  Rosa  are  at  home. 

Mrs.  Nagle  was  born  in  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  May 
1,  1839,  a daughter  of  Michael  and  Ellen  (Burke) 
Sheehey,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  on  first  coming  to 
the  United  States  located  in  New  York.  In  1841 
they  removed  to  Canaan  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  where  the  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, died  in  1875,  aged  seventy-three  years,  his 
wife  in  1889,  aged  eighty-three,  both  being  laid 
to  rest  in  a cemetery  in  Canaan  township.  They 
were  communicants  of  the  Catholic  Church  and 
most  estimable  people.  Their  children  were : Mary, 
wife  of  Patrick  Schully,  a farmer  of  Canaan  town- 
ship ; Eliza,  widow  of  Thomas  McCormick,  of 
Boston,  Mass. ; Roger,  who-  was  killed  on  the 
gravity  railroad ; Catherine,  who  lives  in  Canaan 
township  with  her  brother  William,  who  is  next  in 
order  of  birth ; Edward  (deceased) ; Maggie,  wife 
of  Thomas  Burns,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship ; Hannah,  wife  of  James  Ryan,  a farmer  of 
Canaan  township ; and  Mrs.  Nagle,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. Both  the  paternal  grandparents,  Edward  and 
Mary  Sheehey,  and  the  maternal  grandparents, 
James  and  Margaret  (Burke)  Burke,  remained  in 
Ireland.  Mr.  Nagle  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Democracy,  and  he  has  creditably  and 
most  satisfactorily  served  as  assessor  of  his  town- 
ship two  terms,  and  school  director  for  the  past  nine 
years.  He  and  his  family  hold  membership  in  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  in  social  circles  stand  de- 
servedly high.  He  takes  a just  pride  in  his  children, 
all  of  whom  occupy  honorable  positions  in  life,  and 
have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 

DANIEL  CARTER,  an  extensive  farmer  and 
landowner  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  has  made  a place  for  himself  among  the 
substantial  citizens  of  this  section,  though  he  is  still 
a young  man,  and,  it  is  hoped,  has  a long  career 
of  usefulness  and  prosperity  before  him.  Mr.  Car- 
ter is  a native  of  the  township  in  which  he  resides, 
born  April  6,  1864,  son  of  Royal  M.  and  Christina 
(Low)  Carter,  the  former  of  whom  passed  away 
January  8,  1875. 

Royal  M.  Carter  was  born  January  11,  1835, 
in  South  Auburn,  son  of  Daniel  and  Barbara 
(Benscoter)  Carter,  and  on  July  27,  1856,  was  mar- 
ried, at  the  home  of  the  bride,  to  Miss  Christina 
Low.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  children  as 
follows  : Addison  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years,  two  months ; Barbara,  wife  of  Henry  Love, 
a retired  farmer,  living  at  Mehoopany,  Penn. ; An- 
drew, who  carries  on  farming  in  Auburn  township, 
and  with  whom  Mrs.  Carter  now  makes  her  home ; 
Daniel,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch ; Will- 
iam M.,  a hardware  merchant  of  Meshoppen,  Penn., 
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who  married  Mary  Seely ; and  Kern,  who  was  a 
hardware  merchant  at  Meshoppen,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years  (he  married  Libby 
Cole).  Mr.  Carter’s  remains  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  Retta,  Auburn  township.  He  was  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  and  politically  he  sympathized 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  a lifelong 
farmer  of  Auburn  township,  settling  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  his  son  Andrew  in  April,  1864,  and 
there  passing  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  general 
farming,  in  which  he  became  quite  prosperous.  He 
was  a highly  respected  citizen  of  the  section. 

Mrs.  Christina  (Low)  Carter  was  born  Decem- 
ber 15,  1833,  in  Hunterdon  county,  N.  J.,  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Robbins)  Low  and 
granddaughter  of  Cornelius  and  Christina  Low. 
Her  parents  came  from  New  Jersey  .to  Susque- 
hanna county  in  1836,  settling  in  Auburn  township, 
where  they  made  a permanent  home  on  Jersey  Hill, 
the  father  engaging  in  farming  all  his  days.  The 
place  was  new  on  their  arrival  here,  and  Mr.  Low 
was  obliged  to  make  a clearing  for  even  the  small 
dwelling  which  he  erected.  He  died  March  13, 
1875,  aged  sixty-three  years,  the  mother  in  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  when  forty  years  of  age,  and  they  are 
buried  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  They  \vere  mem- 
bers of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Of  their  "five  children, 
Lucy  A.,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Pier- 
son ; Isaac  is  a farmer  in  Rush  township ; Christina 
married  Royal  M.  Carter;  Jane  died  young;  Kern 
is  a resident  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pennsylvania. 

Daniel  Carter  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
place  in  Auburn  township,  attending  the  district 
schools  until  after  his  father’s  death,  when  the  boys 
were  obliged  to  assist  at  home,  as  there  were  be- 
tween 400  and  500  acres  of  land,  heavily  incum- 
bered. After  coming  into  his  portion  of  the  old 
hpmestead  he  worked  same  four  years,  after  which 
he  traded  with  his  brother  Andrew,  and  he  finally 
sold  that  property,  in  1892,  purchasing  his  farm 
near  South  Auburn.  He  has  now  215  acres,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  improved  and  under  culti- 
vation, and  he  has  been  busily  engaged  in  doing 
everything  possible  to  make  his  property  compare 
with  any  in  the  township,  rebuilding  the  barns, 
erecting  other  substantial  outbuildings,  remodel- 
ing the  dwelling,  and  in  various  other  ways  increas- 
ing the  value  of  the  place  until  it  is  now  one  of  the 
most  convenient  and  well  managed  farms  in  the 
locality.  He  raises  general  crops  and  in  addition 
is  carrying  on  dairying,  at  present  keeping  fifteen 
cows,  all  young  stock.  He  belongs  to  the  Five 
States  Milk  Association. 

On  December  30,  1886,  Mr.  Carter  was  mar- 
ried in  Auburn  township  to  Miss  Minnie  Brotzman, 
and  they  have  had  two  children  : Mark,  who  died 
when  two  and  a half  years  old,  and  Royal,  born 
April  14,  1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  are  earnest 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  holding  membership  with  Lodg'e 
No.  905,  of  Auburn  Center.  His  political  affiliation 
is  with  the  Republican  partv,  in  whose  workings  he 


takes  an  active  interest,  serving  on  the  election  com- 
mittee, though  for  the  most  part  he  gives  little 
attention  to  public  matters  beyond  the  zeal  which 
every  loyal  citizen  of  a community  should  have  for 
its  welfare,  preferring  to  devote  his  time  to  his 
business  affairs. 

Mrs.  Minnie  (Brotzman)  Carter  was  born  Sep- 
tember 3,  1868,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Eliza 
(Fargo)  Brotzman,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Auburn  township,  and  was  of  Dutch  descent, 
being  a son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Transue) 
Brotzman,  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  Daniel  Brotz- 
man was  twice  married,  his  second-  wife  being 
Eunice  Doolittle.  Charles  Brotzman  was  reared 
in  Auburn  township,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  a number  of  years,  in  1875  selling  his  prop- 
erty and  moving  to  Virginia  and  later  locating  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  and  his  wife  still  have 
their  home.  Mr.  Brotzman  is  at  present  engaged 
at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  Of  his  four  children,  Min- 
nie, Mrs.  Carter,  is  the  eldest ; William  and  Lena 
died  young;  Charles,  born  in  1889,  lives  with  his 
parents. 

EUGENE  LATHROP,  a representative  and 
enterprising  business  man  of  Dimock  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  owns  and  operates  a 
grist  and  sawmill  and  is  also  engaged  in  farming  to 
a limited  extent,  belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  the  county.  The  first  to  locate  here 
was  his  grandfather,  Myer  Lathrop,  a native  of 
Connecticut. 

His  father,  Perry  Lathrop,  was  born  in  Mont- 
rose, and  throughout  the  greater  portion  of  his 
life  followed  farming  in  Dimock  township.  There 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Annie  Tucker, 
a native  of  the  township,  and  a daughter  of  Will- 
iam Tucker.  The  following  children  were  born  of 
this  union  : Jora,  who  owns  and  operates  a mill  in 
Ohio ; Fidelia,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years;  Eugene,  our  subject;  William  M.,  a resident 
of  Springville,  Susquehanna  county;  Clara  and 
Oliver,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  is  now  the  wife 
of  Herbert  Gargo,  justice  of  the  peace  of  Dimock 
township,  while  the  latter  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years;  and  Perry,  Jr.,  who  was  killed  by  a horse 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 

Eugene  Lathrop  was  born  in  Dimock  town- 
ship, February  7,  1847,  there  grew  to  manhood  and 
had  the  advantages  of  a common  school  education. 
Although  only  fifteen  years  of  age  he  joined  the 
boys  in  blue  during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  Septem- 
ber 28,  1862,  in  Company  K,  97th  P.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Underwood.  He  was  with  Sherman  on  his 
celebrated  march  to  the  Sea,  and  his  regiment  was 
the  first  to  plant  the  stars  and  stripes  upon  the 
works  at  Fort  Fisher.  After  the  battle  of  Winches- 
ter, the  regiment  was  transferred  to-  the  Western 
Division,  and  joined  Sherman’s  army  at  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.  They  participated  in  many  battles 
and  skirmishes ; at  Kensington,  N.  C.,  charged  the 
works  and  defeated  the  southern  forces ; were  in 


1552 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  engagements  along  the  Weldon  railroad;  and 
assisted  in  the  capture  of  Johnston’s  army.  After 
three  years  of  faithful  and  arduous  service  on  south- 
ern battle  fields,  Mr.  Lathrop  was  honorably  dis- 
charged August  12,  1865,  and  mustered  out  at 
Philadelphia.  He  had  contracted  typhoid  fever  in 
the  southern  swamps,  and  for  two  years  after  his 
return  to  Susquehanna  county  was  in  ill  health. 
Later  he  was  employed  for  three  years  in  a saw- 
mill in  Auburn,  Susquehanna  county,  and  has  been 
interested  in  milling  to  a great  extent  throughout 
his  active  business  life.  After  his  return  from  the 
army  he  bought  property  which  he  continued  to 
own  for  several  years  and  then  sold. 

In  Forest  Lake  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, Mr.  Lathrop  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Emma  Clark,  who  was  born  May  24,  1847,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Betsy  (Taylor)  Clark. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Northumberland  county, 
Penn.,  was  married  in  Wyoming  county,  and  died 
in  Forest  Lake  ■ township,  Susquehanna  county. 
His  children  were:  Isador,  now  the  wife  of  Calvin 
Lincoln,  of  Forest  Lake  township;  Theodore  and 
Wilbur,  both  deceased  ; Emma,  wife  of  our  subject ; 
Jason,  who  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Forest 
Lake  township ; and  Benjamin,  Jr.,  now  located 
near  Augusta,  Ga.,  who  was  sergeant  in  Company 
G,  13th  P.  V.  I.,  during  the  Cuban  war.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lathrop  have  a family  of  four  children  : Eliza- 
beth M.,  a dressmaker  of  Montrose ; Bessie,  also 
of  Montrose ; Minnie,  in  school ; and  Harry,  at 
home. 

For  some  time  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Lathrop 
rented  property  in  Auburn  township  and  engaged 
in  the  saw  and  grist  mill  business,  but  in  1884  he 
purchased  thirteen  acres  of  land  in  Dimock  town- 
ship, on  which  is  a grist  and  'saw  mill.  Here  he  is 
engaged  in  general  custom  work  and  has  built  up 
a large  and  constantly  increasing  trade.  He  is  a 
business  man  of  known  reliability,  and  has  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  Politi- 
cally he  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  socially  is  a member  of  Rogers  Post, 
No.  143,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna 
county. 

MRS.  SARAFI  A.  WILSON  has  spent  the 
greater  part  of  her  life  in  Jackson  township,  and  is 
a representative  of  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer 
families  of  Monroe  county,  being  a daughter  of 
Silas  and  Rachel  (Heller)  Reinhart.  The  first  to 
come  to  America  was  her  great-grandfather  Rhine- 
hard  (as  the  name  was  originally  spelled),  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  on  reaching  this  country 
located  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  at  one  time  owned 
all  of  what  is  now  West  Philadelphia. 

John  Henry  Reinhart,  the  grandfather,  was 
also  a native  of  Germany,  and  was  a child  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  New  World.  He 
was  married  in  1795,  near  Shimerville,  Lehigh  Co., 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Catherine  Ward,  and  died  in  that 
county.  His  widow  removed  to  Monroe  county, 


and  lived  for  some  time  in  Pocono  township,  where 
her  death  occurred.  The  children  born  to  them 
were  as  follows  : Charles,  a farmer  and  tanner,' died 
in  Pocono  township ; Thomas,  a weaver  by  trade, 
remained  in  Lehigh  county ; Abraham,  a farmer,  is 
living  near  Allentown,  Penn.,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-nine  years;  Elizabeth  married  Jacob 
Fetherman  and  died  in  New  York;  George  lived  in 
Monroe  county  for  some  years,  but  died  in  Scran- 
ton, Penn.,  in  1897;  Silas  was  the  father  of  our 
subject;  Ephraim,  a shoemaker  and  farmer,  re- 
mained in  Lehigh  county ; Eve  is  the  widow  of 
Isaac  Widdes,  and  a resident  of  Tannersville, 
Pocono  township ; David  died  at  Herrickville, 
Bradford  Co.,  Penn. ; and  Catherine  married  Lin- 
ford Lawrence,  and  died  near  Janesville,  Wiscon- 
sin. 

Silas  Reinhart  was  born  near  Shimerville,  Le- 
high county,  October  29,  1815,  and  was  seventeen 
years  of  age  when  he  first  came  to  Monroe  county, 
where  he  was  employed  at  farm  work  for  a time,  but 
later  returned  to  his  native  county  and  did  not 
locate  permanently  here  until  he  was  twenty.  At 
first  he  worked  in  a tannery,  but  on  February  i5> 
1846,  he  purchased  property  in  Jackson  township, 
consisting  of  eighty-one  acres  of  wild  land,  only  a 
few  acres  of  which  had  been  cleared,  and  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  then  devoted  his  attention.  In 
1844  before  purchasing  this  farm  he  traveled  all 
over  the  western  part,  and  found  no  place  to  suit 
him  as  well  as  this  one.  He  remained  on  his 
original  purchase  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
September  24,  1894.  In  connection  with  general 
farming  he  was  engaged  in  distilling  wintergreen 
and  other  extracts.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
was  a Democrat,  and  for  a time  served  as  overseer 
of  the  poor  in  Jackson  township.  He  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Reformed  Church,  while  his  wife 
was  a Lutheran  in  religious  faith.  They  were 
widely  and  favorably  known,  and  had  a host  of 
warm  friends. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  Silas  Rein- 
hart was  married  in  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county,  to  Miss  Rachel  Heller,  who  was  born  April 
18,  1819,  and  died  in  Jackson  township,  April  15, 
1896.  The  oldest  child  born  of  this  union  was  a 
son,  who  was  born  October  19,  1840,  and  died  in 
infancy;  William,  born  September  18,  1841,  is  liv- 
ing in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Samuel,  born  September 
9,  1843,  is  now  serving  as  county  commissioner  of 
Monroe  county,  and  resides  in  Stroudsburg ; Sarah 
A.,  born  July  18,  1845,  is  the  subject  of  this  review ; 
James  M.,  born  October  18,  1846,  lived  in  Jackson 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  died  in  1892  ; Lewis, 
born  September  8,  1848,  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years;  Almyra,  born  October  17,  1850,  is  now  the 
widow  of  William  H.  W.  Shook ; Martha  Jane, 
born  December  8,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  V.  O.  Mer- 
vine,  of  Tunkhannock  township,  Monroe  county; 
Emma  A.,  born  February  5,  1855,  married  Samuel 
T.  Smith,  and  died  September  9,  1899;  Delilah, 
born  August  23,  1857,  (first)  married  Charles  Frai- 
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ley,  and  (second)  J.  Frank  Rinker,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship; and  Arthur,  born  January  23,  i860,  is  living 
at  Hampton  Junction,  New  Jersey. 

John  H.  Heller,  the  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a native  of  Shamokin,  Penn.,  and 
was  a cooper  and  farmer  by  occupation.  He  came 
to  Monroe  county  when  Mrs.-  Reinhart  was  about 
four  years  old,  and  died  here  three  years  later  from 
the  effects  of  wounds  received  in  battle  during  the 
war  of  1812.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
Christiana,  became  the  mother  of  the  following 
children:  William  was  born  in  1789;  Henry,  born 
in  1791,  died  in  Ohio;  John,  born  in  1793,  died  in 
the  war  of  1812;  Christiana  and  Barbara,  twins, 
were  born  in  1795  ; John  J.  was  born  in  1797 ; Jacob 
was  born  in  1800;  Elizabeth  was  born  in  1802; 
Paul,  born  in  1803,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years;  and  Saloma,  born  in  1805,  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two.  For  his  second  wife  John  H.  Heller 
married  Elizabeth  Houser,  and  to  them  were  born 
six  children,  namely:  Sarah,  born  in  1808,  mar- 

ried Samuel  Hay  and  died  at  the  age  of  eightv-one 
years;  Daniel,  born  in  1810,  lived  in  Hamilton 
township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  forty  years;  Samuel,  born  in  1812,  died  in  Ham- 
ilton township  at  the  age  of  sixty-three;  Fannie, 
born  in  1814,  married  Leonard  Engler,  and  died  in 
Gouldsboro,  Penn.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years;  Michael,  born  in  1816,  lived  in  Tunkhan- 
nock  township,  Monroe  county,  for  thirty  years, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty ; and  Rachel,  born 
April  18,  1819,  became  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
and  lacked  but  two  days  of  her  seventy-seventh 
birthday  when  she  died. 

Mrs.  Wilson  was  reared  in  Jackson  township, 
attended  the  common  schools  near  her  childhood 
home,  and  for  one  year  after  her  marriage  con- 
tinued her  studies.  She  taught  one  term  of  school 
in  Pocono  township  near  her  birthplace,  and  for 
eleven  years  was  successfully  engaged  in  business 
in  Stroudsburg,  Penn.,  as  a dressmaker,  hair  dresser 
and  milliner.  She  is  a lady  of  much  force  of  char- 
acter and  good  executive  ability,  and  carries  for- 
ward to  successful  completion  whatever  she  under- 
takes. On  September  24,  1865,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  with  William  H.  Wilson,  a native  of 
Northampton  county,  Penn.,  and  a son  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Stuclcer)  Wilson.  The  maternal 
grandparents,  Peter  and  Christiana  Stacker,  were 
natives  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.  Peter 
Stacker,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in 
his  native  county  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years, 
and  his  wife  died  at  Belfast,  Northampton  county, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  John  Wilson,  father  of 
William  H.  was  born  July  9,  1809,  in  Upper  Mt. 
Bethel  township,  Northampton  county,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  married.  By  trade  he  was  a 
blacksmith,  and  on  coming  to  Monroe  county, 
April  1,  i860,  located  in  Jackson  township,  where 
he  purchased  109  acres  and  followed  farming  and 
blacksmithing  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1874.  His  wife  passed  away  November 
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2,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  In  theft 
family  were  four  children  : Maria,  born  April  1 1 , 

1839,  is  the  wife  of  William  Reinhart,  a brother 
of  our  subject;  William  H.  was  born  January  5, 
1841  ; Matilda,  born  in  December,  1844,  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  years ; and  Edwin  P.,  born 
July  9,  i860,  is  a farmer  of  Tunkhannock  township, 
Monroe  county.  William  H.  Wilson  owns  a good 
farm  in  Jackson  township,  where  he  is  now  engaged 
in  farming,  and  also  carries  on  stock  raising  to  a 
limited  extent.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a Re- 
publican. Mrs.  Wilson  is  a faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  she  and  her  hus- 
band have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
them. 

POST.  Throughout  the  nineteenth  century — 
for  full  one  hundred  years — and  from  the  very 
dawn  of  civilization  at  Montrose,  in  Susquehanna 
county,  the  name  of  Post  has  been  eminently  iden- 
tified with  everything  that  has  tended  to  give  shape 
and  character  to  the  high  excellence  of  citizenship 
the  village  has  maintained.  The  Post  family  are 
lineal  descendants  of  Richard  Post,  who  settled  in 
Southampton,  L.  I.,  prior  to  the  year  1650,  and 
was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  that  town. 

Along  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury there  resided  in  Suffolk  county,  L.  I.,  Isaac 
(son  of  Isaac)  and  Agnes  (Rugg)  Post,  and  their 
two  sons,  Isaac  and  David.  The  father  of  these 
died  when  the  elder  son  was  less  than  four  years 
of  age,  and  in  the  year  1793-94  his  young  widow  was 
married  to  Capt.  Bartlet  Hinds,  a patriot  of  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  and  in  1800  the  family  removed 
from  Long  Island  and  settled  on  the  present  site 
of  Montrose.  The  circumstances  leading  to  the 
migration  were  that  one  Judge  Haven,  of  Shelter 
Island,  made  it  an  object  for  Capt.  Hinds  to  remove 
to  Pennsylvania  and  take  charge  of  the  settlement 
on  the  Judge’s  lands,  which  aggregated  some  twelve 
thousand  acres  included  in  the  Susquehanna  Pur- 
chase under  Connecticut  title.  This  was  in  1799, 
and  in  February,  1800,  Capt.  Hinds,  with  others, 
left  Long  Island  in  two  sleighs  for  the  Susquehanna 
purchase,  which  they  reached  after  a long  and  try- 
ing journey.  Capt.  Hinds  chose  for  his  future  home 
a site  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Wyalusing  creek. 
Here,  together  with  Robert  Day,  Samuel  Coggs- 
well  and  Isaac  Post,  he  began  felling  the  forest 
trees  and  making  a clearing.  From  this  beginning 
sprang  the  village  of  Montrose.  They  erected  a 
log  cabin  in  1800,  which  stood  (in  1899)  just  back 
of  the  former  residence  of  William  M.  Post,  and 
was  the  first  house  built  within  the  borough  limits 
of  Montrose. 

Captain  Hinds  was  a native  of  Massachusetts, 
born  at  Middleboro,  April  4,  1755,  and  was  baptized 
in  the  Baptist  Church  of  his  father.  He  was  twice 
married,  having  by  the  first  marriage  one  son, 
Conrad  Hinds,  who  lived  in  Bridgewater  nearly 
sixty  years,  and  led  an  exemplary  Christian  life 
as  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he 
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was  a deacon.  By  his  second  marriage,  to  Agnes 
Post,  he  had  one  son,  who  died  when  young.  Capt. 
Hinds  entered  the  army  of  the  Revolutionary  war 
as  a private,  became  a lieutenant,  and  was  brevetted 
captain.  At  the  taking  of  Burgoyne  he  was  shot 
through  the  left  lung,  and  was  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  forlorn  hope  at  the  taking  of  Stony  Point. 
He  belonged  to  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati.  It  is 
said  that  he  was  the  first  Baptist  in  Susquehanna 
county,  and  he  became  the  first  justice  of  the  peace 
in  the  county.  After  a useful  life  he  died  October 
ii,  1822,  and  his  wife  Agnes,  who  was  born  June 
1,  1764,  in  South  Hampton,  L.  I.,  passed  away  May 
8,  1834. 

Isaac  and  David  Post,  along  with  their 
stepfather,  Capt.  Hinds,  were  the  founders  of  Mont- 
rose. Here  in  the  unbroken  wilderness,  the  two 
brothers  became  the  owners  of  land  enough,  cov- 
ered with  a dense  forest,  to  make  two  good  farms. 
This  was  cleared  principally  by  the  labor  of  their 
own  hands.  Although  farmers,  practically,  after 
the  county  of  Susquehanna  was  organized,  and 
the  county  seat  established  upon  their  lands,  they 
entered  into  other  business  enterprises,  in  which 
for  a long  time  they  were  jointly  interested,  and 
were  identified  with  every  movement  calculated  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  county  or  to  build  up 
the  now  beautiful  village  of  Montrose.  They  were 
widely  known  as  among  the  most  prominent  and 
public-spirited  men  in  Northern  Pennsylvania. 
Each  was  placed  in  many  positions  of  trust  and 
honor,  and  each  discharged  every  duty  of  life, 
whether  of  private,  of  domestic,  or  of  public  char-, 
acter  with  such  scrupulous  fidelity,  yet  with  so 
much  firmness  and  liberality,  as  to  win  the  highest 
measure  of  confidence  and  respect  and  esteem  from 
all  who  knew  them.  They  were  open-handed,  gen- 
erous, charitable  men,  ever  ready  to  lend  a helping 
hand  to  any  needy  settlers  who  followed  them  into 
the  wilds  of  Northern  Pennsylvania.  To  strangers 
and  new  comers,  as  well  as  to  friends,  their  com- 
fortable homes  were  opened  with  unstinted  hospi- 
tality. These  two  grand  old  pioneers  have  passed 
away,  but  they  are  still  remembered  with  affection- 
ate regard  by  the  older  inhabitants  of  the  village, 
and  no  names  are  more  honorably  mentioned  in  the 
published  history  of  Susquehanna  county,  than  are 
those  of  Isaac  and  David  Post. 

Isaac  Post  was  born  August  12,  1784,  in  Suf- 
folk county,  L.  I.,  and  in  1800  accompanied  his 
stepfather,  Capt.  Hinds,  to  the  Susquehanna  pur- 
chase, where  in  1806  he  built  a frame  house  on  the 
site  of  the  Montrose  postoffice  (1887),  which  be- 
came the  first  tavern,  store  and  postoffice  in  the 
village.  He  was  the  first  postmaster  of  the  village, 
and  held  the  office  twenty  years,  then,  in  1828,  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  William  L.  Post.  The  father 
sold  goods  from  the  corner  of  his  inn,  later  he 
erected  a dwelling  house  and  store  on  the  site  of 
the  W.  H.  Boyd  corner,  and  in  1814  he  erected  a 
store  building  on  the  opposite  corner  from  the  post- 
office,  where  he  did  business  until  1828,  when 


there,  too,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  William 
L.  Post.  From  1825  to  1835  Mason  S.  Wilson  was 
in  partnership  with  the  Posts.  Isaac  Post  was 
treasurer  of  the  first  subscribers  to  the  Milford  and 
Owego  turnpike,  and  let  the  contract  for  building 
that  road.  Pie  was  the  first  treasurer  of  Susque- 
hanna county;  was  major  of  the  militia  and  brigade 
inspector.  He  was  active  in  politics,  and  as  a Dem- 
ocrat was  a member  of  the  Legislature  in  1828-29. 
He  served  as  associate  judge  1837-43.  He  was 
greatly  interested  in  educational  and  religious  mat- 
ters, and  was  instrumental  in  building  the  academy 
in  1818,  and  the  Baptist  church  in  1829,  being  iden- 
tified with  the  Society.  Mr.  Post  married  Susanna 
Hinds  and  their  children  were:  William  L.,  Rev. 
Albert  L.,  Isaac  L.,  Jane,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Dr.  G.  Z. 
Dimock),  and  George  L.  The  father  of  these  died 
March  23,  1855;  the  mother  is  also  deceased. 

David  Post,  the  younger  brother  of  Isaac  Post, 
and  the  stepson  of  Capt.  Bartlet  Hinds,  was  born 
July  26,  1786,  in  Southampton,  L.  I.,  and  in  1800 
accompanied  Capt.  Hinds’  party  to  Susquehanna 
Purchase.  In  about  1814  he  built  the  house  which 
constitutes  a large  part  of  the  former  residence,  in 
the  village  of  Montrose,  of  his  son  William  M.  Post, 
which  was  one  of  tins  most  commodious  and  com- 
fortable houses  in  the  village,  and  for  many  years 
was  the  home  of  the  court  judges  during  court 
sessions.  Mr.  Post  became  one  of  the  prominent 
and  influential  men  of  the  village.  In  1815  he  was 
appointed  a justice  of  the  peace,  an  office  he  held 
for  twenty-five  years.  At  that  period  the  office  of 
a justice  of  the  peace  was  one  of  great  importance, 
dignity  and  honor.  During  his  long  official  career 
he  settled  many  difficulties,  always  advising  and 
preferring  peaceable  adjustment  to.  litigation.  He 
was  of  a very  kind,  genial  and  social  disposition, 
and  made  many  friends  and  was  popular.  In  1810 
he  was  baptized  into  the  Bridgewater  Baptist 
Church  by  Elder  Dimock,  and  ever  afterwards  took 
an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  church ; he  was 
a supporter  of  free  missions.  His  sympathies  were 
with  the  slaves,  and  he  strongly  supported  the  anti- 
slavery movement.  He  was  a Republican  of  the 
times.  In  January,  1809,  he  was  married  to 
Minerva,  daughter  of  Samuel  Scott,  and  to  them 
were  born  eleven  children,  of  whom  the  following 
six  reached  the  age  of  manhood  and  womanhood . 
Norman  I.,  first  a lawyer,  then  a merchant  of  Mont- 
rose ; Fannie,  who  married  Dr.  Thomas  Jackson, 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Mary,  who  married  Sidney 
T.  Robinson,, of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Phila  A.,  who 
married  Ralph  B.  Little,  of  Montrose ; David,  who 
removed  to  California;  and  William  M.,  a promi- 
nent attorney  and  citizen  of  Montrose.  The  father 
of  these  died  February  24,  i860,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  in  18 — . 

William  M.  Post,  son  of  David  and 
Minerva  (Scott)  Post,  was  born  February  10,  1825, 
at  Montrose,  Penn.  He  was  reared  in  the  village, 
attended  its  schools,  including  the  academy,  and 
assisted  at  intervals  in  the  work  upon  his  father’s 
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farm.  When  twenty  years  of  age  having  received 
a fair  academical  education,  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law,  which  for  a time  on  his  reaching  his 
majority,  was  interrupted  by  business  interests. 
Several  years  later  he  resumed  his  studies  in  the 
office  of  his  brother-in-law,  the  late  Ralph  B.  Little, 
at  that  time  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  this  part 
of  the  State.  Hon.  J.  B.  McCollum,  now  one  of 
the  supreme  judges  of  Pennsylvania,  was  his  fellow 
student  in  the  same  office.  Mr.  Post  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  1856,  and  became  associated  in  the 
practice  of  law  with  his  preceptor,  Ralph  B.  Little, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Little  & Post.  Along  in 
the  middle  sixties  Mr.  Post  removed  to  Susque- 
hanna Depot,  where  he  had  large  real  estate  inter- 
ests, and  there  opened  a law  office  and  continued 
in  practice  in  connection  with  caring  for  his  real 
estate  investments.  These  consisted  principally  of 
lands  lying  across  the  river  from  Susquehanna, 
upon  which  a larger  portion  of  Oakland  has  since 
been  built.  In  1880  he  returned  to  Montrose,  and 
took  up  his  residence  at  the  old  homestead — the 
place  of  his  birth — where  he  has  since  resided  and 
in  part  followed  his  profession.  Connected  with 
the  home  property  is  a small  farm,  which  in  recent 
years  has  claimed  considerable  of  his  time,  he 
greatly  preferring  rural  and  out-door  life  to  the 
confinement  of  a law  office. 

Mr.  Post,  owning  considerable  real  estate,  has 
made  many  sales  of  building  lots,  and  no  doubt  to 
a greater  number  of  persons  than  any  one  in  Sus- 
quehanna county  during  the  same  period  of  time. 
He  has  assisted  a large  number  of  men  to  build 
homes  on  lots  sold  to  them  by  him,  and  many  poor 
men  owe  it  to  his  liberality  and  leniency  that  they 
now  have  homes  of  their  own.  It  is  a significant 
fact,  that  during  the  long  period  in  which  he  has 
been  engaged  in  extensive  business  pursuits  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  especially  in  real  estate  opera- 
tions, the  public  records  of  the  county  will  show 
he  has  never  been  a party,  plaintiff  or  defendant  to 
a contested  law  suit ; that  he  has  never  sold  out  a 
poor  man’s  personal  property  at  sheriff’s  sales ; 
that  he  has  never  by  legal  process  ejected  a single 
party  from  the  possession  of  land  either  sold  or 
leased  by  him.  Although  a large  number  of  men 
have  been  his  debtors  he  has  often  suffered  loss 
by  his  indulgence,  rather  than  oppress  a poor  man. 
The  warmest  friends  he  has  to-day  are  men  that 
belong  to  the  laboring  class,  with  whom  he  had 
business  transactions.  To  his  credit,  Mr.  Post  has 
ever  been  the  poor  man’s  friend.  Those  in  distress 
have  always  found  in  him  a sympathizing  friend, 
and  to  the  young,  struggling  for  advancement,  he 
has  always  extended  words  of  encouragement  and 
in  many  cases  given  actual  assistance.  In  his  politi- 
cal views  Mr.  Post  was  first  a Whig,  as  were  his 
forefathers,  casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Henry  Clay,  of  whom  he  was  an  ardent  admirer, 
but  on  Clay’s  defeat  he  became  a Democrat,  and 
has  since  affiliated  with  that  party,  although  he  has 
in  no  sense  been  a politician,  never  taking  an  active 


part  in  mere  partisan  politics.  His  personal  and 
social  relations  have  ever  been  as  cordial  and 
friendly  with  those  with  whom  he  differed,  as  with 
those  with  whom  he  was  affiliated  by  party  rela- 
tions. The  only  political  office  he  has  ever  held 
was  that  of  United  States  Assessor  for  the  Twelfth 
District,  composed  of  Susquehanna  and  Luzerne 
counties.  This  was  during  the  administration  of 
President  Johnson,  and  at  that  time  an  office  of 
importance  and  responsibility,  and  one  that  had 
been  filled  by  such  men,  as  the  elder  and  the 
younger  Judge  Jessup,  of  Montrose.  A vacancy  in 
the  office  was  to  be  filled,  and  the  President  at  the 
suggestion  of  Judge  Woodward,  then  the  Con- 
gressman from  this  district,  had  nominated  a num- 
ber of  good  men  for  the  position,  all  of  whom  had 
been  rejected  by  a Republican  Senate  upon  politi- 
cal grounds.  Mr.  Post  was  then  nominated,  and, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  leading  Republicans 
of  Susquehanna  county,  Gen.  Cameron,  then  in  the 
United  States  Senate,  favored  Mr.  Post’s  nomina- 
tion and  it  was  confirmed  without  dissent.  The 
office  was  one  which  attached  great  labor,  requiring 
the  aid  of  ten  or  more  assistants.  At  the  time  only 
a little  less  than  a half  million  dollars  were  annually 
assessed  in  the  district.  Mr.  Post  assumed  the 
duties  of  the  office  and  discharged  them  most  ef- 
ficiently, to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned 
and  with  credit  to  himself.  He  has  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  borough  council,  and  at  that  time  two- 
thirds  of  that  body  were  Republicans.  In  1886  Mr. 
' Post  was  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party  for 
the  district  composed  of  Susquehanna  and  Wayne 
counties,  for  State  Senator.  The  district  was 
largely  Republican,  and  Mr.  Post  was  defeated, 
although  such  was  his  popularity  that  he  ran  six 
hundred  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket. 

As  an  evidence  of  Mr.  Post’s  ability,  high 
standing  and  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  at 
home  and  vicinity  we  give  extracts  from  the  press 
of  the  district:  “The  nomination  of  William  M. 

Post  for  Senator  is  one  that  will  be  commended  by 
all  fair-minded  men  regardless  of  politics.  Mr. 
Post  was  born,  reared,  and  has  always  lived  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  no  citizen  of  the  county  is 
more  widely  known  or  more  universally  esteemed. 
As  a lawyer  he  stands  second  to  none  in  point  of 
ability,  as  a citizen  he  is  upright  and  progressive, 
as  a neighbor  he  is  kind  and  generous,  and  as  a 
Democrat  he  has  always  been  true  as  steel.  From 
every  part  of  the  county  come  assurances,  that  Mr. 
Post,  if  nominated  by  the  conference,  which  he 
surely  will  be,  will  receive  support  from  large  num- 
bers of  men  who  will  lay  aside  partisanship  in  order 
to  pay  tribute  to  the  solid  worth  of  William  M.  Post. 
We  venture  to  predict  that  his  election  will  be  ac- 
complished by  a large  majority.  To  the  Democrats 
.of  Wayne  county  we  would  say  that  they  can  sup- 
port Mr.  Post  with  the  firm  reliance  that  he  is 
Jworthy  of  their  fullest  confidence.” — Montrose 
f Democrat. 

“Mr.  Post’s  nomination  is  responsive  to  the 
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will  of  the  masses,  unsought  by  him,  and  obtained 
by  no  fraud,  false  pretense  or  snap  judgment. 
Truly  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Post  the  office  seeks  the 
man  and  it  could  seek  no  man  more  worthy  of  its 
honors.” 

“William  M.  Post  is  one  of  the  best  known  citi- 
zens and  acknowledged  leaders  of  the  Susquehanna 
Bar.  He  is  about  sixty  years  of  age,  possesses 
genial  manners,  and  has  the  happy  faculty  of  mak- 
ing friends  wherever  he  goes.  He  has  practiced 
law  in  the  county  a long  time,  and  had  an  office  in 
Susquehanna  county  upwards  of  fifteen  years,  re- 
moving to  Montrose  about  four  or  five  years  ago. 
His  friends  say  that  he  has  never  sought  public 
office,  although  often  urged  to  do  so,  and  that  it 
was  only  after  considerable  urging  that  he  accepted 
the  nomination  of  the  county  convention  for  State 
Senator,  which  has  now  resulted  in  his  choice  as 
the  Democratic  candidate  of  the  district.  Mr.  Post 
is  a large  property  owner  in  Oakland  and  other 
places  in  the  county.  Half  the  expense  of  rebuild- 
ing the  bridge  across  the  river  between  Susque- 
hanna and  Oakland,  that  had  been  carried  away  by 
a freshet,  was  once  paid  by  Mr.  Post.  If  elected 
he  would  undoubtedly  ably  represent  Susquehanna 
county  with  much  credit  in  the  State  Senate.” — 
Susquehanna  Transcript. 

During  the  Civil  war,  although  not  a soldier 
himself,  Mr.  Post  was  one  of  the  warmest  support- 
ers of  the  Union  cause,  has  always  been  the  sol- 
dier’s friend,  and  all  of  that  class  who  know  him, 
respect  and  honor  him  as  such.  On  various  patrU 
otic  occasions  since  the  close  of  the  Civil  war'  Mr. 
Post  has  delivered  orations,  from  one  of  which,  de- 
livered in  1882,  on  the  reunion  of  Company  D,  P. 
V.  I.,  we  quote  the  following:  “Fellow  Citizens — 
What  a debt  we  owe  to  the  brave  men  who  fought 
so  nobly  and  suffered  so  much  to  uphold  the  Union, 
the  Constitution,  and  the  Flag  of  our  Republic. 
Behold  our  country ! United  now,  and  peaceful,  rich, 
prosperous,  and  happy,  beyond  any  nation  on  the 
face  of  the  earth ; yet  we  hear  men  professing  to 
be  statesmen,  and  even  patriots,  growling  and  find- 
ing fault,  about  so  much  money  being  expended  by 
our  government  in  pensions.  Out,  I say,  upon  the 
niggardly  policy  which  would  discriminate  so  closelv 
among  applicants,  or  stint  the  measure  of  pensions 
to  deserving  soldiers.  This  country  instead  of  being 
owned  by  the  Astors,  the  Vanderbilts,  the  Goulds, 
and  others  who  count  their  millions  by  the  hundred, 
belongs  to  the  Union  soldiers.  They  did  not  make 
it,  it  is  true ; but  they  saved  it,  and  have  the  highest 
title  to  its  enjoyment.  They  saved  it  as  the  daring 
wreckers  save  their  ships,-  and  cargo,  from  the  fury 
of  the  storm  lashed  waves.  Shall  they  not  be  en- 
titled at  least  to  salvage?  Then  let  us  give  them 
what  they  want.  Some  are  poor,  all  are  growing 
old,  and  to  the  majority  of  them,  a liberal  pension 
would  come  as  a relief  and  blessing.  Don’t  let  us 
stop  to  inquire  -whether  he  was  disabled  in  the  army. 
Was  he  a brave  soldier,  did  he  face  the  enemy  and 
peril  his  life  like  a true  man  and  patriot,  did  he  do 


his  whole  duty  to  his  country  with  fidelity?  If  yea, 
place  his  name  upon  the  roll  of  honor,  the  list  of 
pensioned  veterans.  Give  him  the  reward  to  which 
he  is  so  richly  entitled ; not  in  charity,  but  in  justice ; 
not  grudgingly,  as  the  miser  doles  out  alms,  but  with 
an  open,  free  and  generous  hand — condemned  be 
he  who  first  cries  ‘hold,  enough !’  I,  for  one,  am  a 
communist  so  far  as  concerns  making  the  wealth  of 
the  country  contribute  liberally  for  the  solace  and 
comfort  of  those  who  rescued  it  from  destruction. 
Pension  them  all,  I say,  as  we  did  the  veterans  of 
the  Revolution  and  the  war  of  1812.” 

As  a lawyer  Mr.  Post  is  spoken  of  in  the  history 
of  Susquehanna  county  by  R.  M.  Stocker,  its  editor, 
as  follows:  “Mr.  Post  has  a comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  the  law  and  in  the  trial  of  a cause  he  is  col- 
lected and  self-possessed.  No  member  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna Bar,  of  the  past  or  present,  has  excelled 
him  as  an  orator,  and  but  few  have  equaled  him  in 
his  influence  with  juries.  His  mind  is  logical,  and 
his  reasoning  powers  remarkably  clear  and  strong. 
He  has  been  the  trusted,  confidential  legal  adviser 
of  many  of  the  most  prominent  and  successful  busi- 
ness men  in  the  county,  because  of  his  rare  business 
sagacity.  In  dealing  with  his  clients  he  is  always 
candid,  and  invariably  favors  settlements  where 
they  are  possible,  and,  so  far  as  his  influence  can 
be  consistently  exerted,  discourages  litigation.”  Mr. 
Post  is  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church  of 
Montrose,  in  which  he  is  a vestryman.  Fur  many 
years  he  has  been  a respected  and  honored  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  has  presided  over 
the  lodges  at  Montrose  and  Susquehanna.  He  is  at 
this  time  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  Malta  Com- 
mandery  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 

On  April  22,  1845,  Mr.  Post  was  married  to 
Miss  Lucy  J.,  daughter  of  Sabin  Hatch,  of  the 
Montrose  Bar.  She  died  November  16,  1877,  aged 
fifty  years.  Their  children  were : Fannie  M.,  who 
married  Stanley  M.  Mitchell,  a real  estate  and  in- 
surance broker,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Nanine  J., 
married  D.  W.  Mabee,  and  died  June  30,  1873,  at 
Binghamton,  aged  twenty-two ; and  Agnes,  who 
died  May  28,  1873,  while  visiting  her  sister  at  Bing- 
hamton, aged  eighteen  years.  Mr.  Post  married 
for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Harriet  Blossom,  who 
died  in  1883.  His  present  wife  is  Mrs.  Eliza  T. 
Post,  who  was  the  widow  of  Isaac  J.  Post,  formerly 
a leading  lawyer  in  the  city  of  Scranton,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

LYMAN  BLOOMFIELD  TIFFANY  is  a 
prominent  and  representative  citizen  of  Brooklyn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  the  originator 
of  a “Perpetual  Calendar,”  dating  back  to  more 
than  two  thousand  years  before  the  Christian  era. 
He  has  spent  his  entire  life  upon  his  present  farm, 
his  birth  having  occurred  there,  August  25,  1831. 
His  parents  were  Anson  M.  and  Sarah  (Milbourne) 
Tiffany,  who  were  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Brooklyn  township,  where  the  father  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  throughout  his  business 
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career.  He  was  born  January  22,  1808,  and  died 
March  14,  1881,  while  the  mother  was  born  Decem- 
ber 3,  1809,  and  died  February  22,  1884,  the  re- 
mains of  both  being  interred  in  the  Hill  Universalist 
cemetery  of  Brooklyn  township.  They  had  three 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  (2) 
Hannah  Eliza,  born  July  20,  1835,  first  married  Jesse 
Tewksbury,  by  whom  she  had  three  children — An- 
son Llewellyn  ; Elbert  L. ; and  Emma,  deceased — and 
she  is  now  the  widow  of  William  Packer,  of  Harri- 
man,  Tenn.  (3)  Lucy  C.,  born  July  20,  1837,  died 
December  5,  1862.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Alfred  and  Lucy  (Miller)  Tiffany, 
the  former  a native  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  the  latter 
of  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  the  maternal  grand- 
parents were  Bloomfield  and  Hannah  (Tewksbury) 
Milbourne,  the  former  a native  of  Staten  Island,  N. 
Y.,  and  latter  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

In  early  life  Lyman  B.  Tiffany  became  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  assisted  in  the  operation 
of  the  home  farm  until  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
when  he  took  complete  charge  of  the  same,  devoting 
his  energies  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement  with 
marked  success.  He  is  enterprising  and  progres- 
sive, is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a Universalist  in 
religious  belief,  while  fraternally  he  is  a member 
of  the  Grange. 

On  Tune  27,  1858,  Mr.  Tiffany  was  married  in 
Brooklyn  township,  to  Miss  Malena  Fish,  and  to 
them  were  born  the  following  children : Beecher 

M.,  born  June  23,  1859,  married  Lucia  B.  Crandall, 
and  is  now  railroad  agent  at  Chemung,  N.  Y ; Jen- 
nie A.,  born  April  14,  1861,  died  July  25,  1863; 
Henry  N.,  born  February  17,  1863,  married  (first) 
Mary  E.  Loomis  and  (second)  Addie  D.  Palmer, 
and  is  a farmer  of  Brooklyn  township ; Anson  W., 
born  December  24,  1864,  married  Ella  M.  Lowe, 
and  died  January  26,  1899;  Frederick  A.,  born 
March  9,  1867,  married  Maggie  A.  Dutter,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Brooklyn  township ; and 
Elwin  B.,  born  April  2,  1873,  married  Evelyn 
Bishop,  and  is  a mechanic  at  Bundy’s,  of  Bingham- 
ton, New  York. 

Mrs.  Tiffany  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township, 
April  24,  1836,  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Ancy 
(Race)  Fish,  the  former  a native  of  Groton,  Conn., 
born  April  27,  1805,  died  May  13,  1882,  and  the 
latter  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  born  August  27, 
1812,  died  September  27,  1853.  Both  died  in  Brook- 
lyn towmship,  Susquehanna  county,  and  they  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Universalist  cemetery.  By  occu- 
pation the  father  was  a farmer.  I11  the  family  were 
four  children  : John,  deceased  ; Malena,  wife  of  our 
subject ; Sarah,  wife  of  Joseph  Page,  a railroad  con- 
tractor of  Alford,  Penn. ; and  William,  a farmer  of 
East  New  Milford.  Mrs.  Tiffany’s  paternal  grand- 
parents, Anthony  and  Hannah  (Chipman)  Fish, 
came  from  Groton,  Conn.,  to  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  in  1813,  and  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives  here  as  farming  people.  Her 


maternal  grandparents,  William  and  Abigail 
(Loomis)  Race,  were  natives  of  New  York  State  and 
early  settlers  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  where 
they  continued  to  reside  throughout  life.  Mr.  Race 
was  also  a farmer  by  occupation. 

HENRY  J.  CRANE,  D.  D.,  the  honored  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Uniondale,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  in  Middletown,  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  27,  1837,  a son  of  Stephen  K.  and 
Hannah  E.  (Hickman)  Crane,  both  natives  of  New 
Jersey,  the  former  born  in  Mt.  Clair,  the  latter  in 
Little  Egg  Harbor. 

On  coming  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1838 
they  located  in  New  Milford  township,  remaining 
there  three  years.  He  then  bought  a farm  of  un- 
broken land  in  Franklin  township,  which  he  cleared 
and  improved,  and  there  he  made  his  home  until 
enfeebled  by  age,  when  he  went  to  live  with  his  son, 
H.  J. — one  year  in  Wysox,  Penn.,  four  years  in 
Hunter,  N.  Y.,  two  and  one-half  years  in  Gibson, 
Penn.,  and  then  in  Nicholson,  Penn.,  until  the  close 
of  his  life.  He  was  a contractor  and  builder  and 
erected  many  of  the  buildings  in  New  Milford  bor- 
ough. Lie  held  township  offices  and  was  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  At  the  age  of  ten 
years  he  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  six 
years  later  began  teaching  in  the  Sunday  school, 
and  was  superintendent  in  various  Sunday  schools 
for  sixty-four  years.  He  took  an  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  all  church  work,  served  as  elder  of  the 
church,  and  was  always  found  in  his  place  on  the 
Sabbath  day.  He  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject, 
March  7,  1885,  aged  eighty-five  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  December,  1876,  aged  sixty-three 
years,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  at  LTnion 
Hill,  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  They 
had  three  children : Isaac  B.,  a farmer,  who  died 

in  May,  1898 ; Thomas  K.,  a Presbyterian  minister, 
who  died  in  New  York,  in  1878;  and  Henry  J.,  our 
subject.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Benjamin 
and  Valarie  Crane. 

Henry  J.  Crane  remained  on  the  home  farm 
until  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  attended  first  a 
select  school  at  New  Milford,  Penn.,  conducted  by 
Rev.  H.  Osborn,  and  later  was  a student  at  the 
Young  Men’s  Seminary  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  until  1856. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  entered  the  New  York 
University  of  New  York  City,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  i860,  and  during  the  following  three 
vears  he  was  a student  in  the  Union  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  same  place,  graduating  therefrom 
in  1863.  On  July  1,  of  the  same  year,  he  took 
charge  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Wysox,  Penn., 
of  which  he  was  pastor  for  eight  years,  and  since 
then  his  life  has  been  unselfishly  devoted  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  being  at  Blunter,  N.  Y.,  four  years ; 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  two  and  a 
half  years ; Nicholson,  Penn.,  ten  years  and  nine 
months ; and  Uniondale,  for  the  past  eleven  years. 
Under  his  ministry  the  churches  at  these  places  have 
prospered  both  spiritually  and  financially,  and  he  has 
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gained  the  respect  and  esteem,  not  only  of  his  own 
congregations,  but  of  all  who  have  seen  his  devotion 
to  his  noble  calling.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a 
Republican. 

In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  June  27,  i860,  Mr.  Crane 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Charlotte  A. 
Morgan,  who  was  born  in  New  York  City,  in  1832, 
and  they  have  two  children:  Tululah  E.,  now  the 
wife  of  A.  C.  Stevens,  a farmer  of  Nicholson,  Penn. ; 
and  Howard  C.,  a telegraph  operator,  residing  at 
home. 

WILLIAM  H.  TIFFANY,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  factors  in  the  business  circles  of  Alford, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  a man  whose  worth  and 
ability  have  gained  him  success,  honor  and  public 
confidence.  He  is  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Tiffany  & Cramer,  who  are  interested  in  a number 
of  different  enterprises.  They  own  and  operate  a 
grist  and  feed  mill,  and  also  a sawmill  at  Alford,  and 
are  engaged  in  the  grain,  lumber  and  mercantile 
business  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Tiffany  was  born  in  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  May  9,  1832,  a son  of  Alfred 
and  Fanny  (Mack)  Tiffany,  the  former  a native  of 
Attleboro,  Mass.,  the  latter  of  Lyme,  Conn.  At  an 
early  day  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Brooklyn 
township,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  was  born  December  22,  1781,  and  died 
February  26,  i860,  and  the  mother  was  born  April 
11,  1798,  and  died  December  4,  1850.  She  was  a 
consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Brooklyn,  and  both  were  held  in  high  re- 
gard by  all  who  knew  them. 

The  first  eighteen  years  of  his  life,  William  IT. 
Tiffany  passed  upon  the  home  farm  with  his  par- 
ents, and  was  then  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad 
for  five  years,  cutting  stone.  For  five  years  he  had 
charge  of  a section  at  North  Branch,  N.  J.,  and  for 
six  years  was  connected  with  the  Lackawanna 
branch  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
Railroad.  Coming  to  Alford  in  1868,  he  embarked 
in  the  coal  and  lumber  business  with  Peter  E. 
Cramer,  and  continued  in  that  line  until  1889.  In 
1888  he  became  interested  in  merchandising,  and 
has  since  conducted  a store  in  connection  with  his 
grain  and  lumber  business.  An  energetic,  wide- 
awake business  man,  of  known  reliability,  he  has 
met  with  well-deserved  success  in  his  undertakings, 
and  is  today  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  substantial 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  for  seventeen  years 
most  efficiently  served  as  postmaster  of  Alford. 

On  March  11,  1861,  at  Harford,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Tiffany  married  Miss  Eveline  Van  Buskirk,  a native 
of  Harford  township,  and  a daughter  of  Andrew 
Van  Buskirk,  of  whom  extended  mention  is  made 
in  the  sketch  of  David  V an  Buskirk  on  another  page 
of  this  volume.  Hattie,  the  only  child  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  August  22,  1862,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  John  Steadman  Marean,  the  present  postmaster 


of  Alford.  He  was  born  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  De- 
cember 11,  1862,  a son  of  Everett  and  Margaret 
(Radle)  Marean,  the  former  a native  of  Harford 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  the  latter  of 
Oxford  Furnace,  N.  J.  The  father  was  born 
March  1,  1840,  and  died  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
June  11,  1898,  while  the  mother  was  born  April  4, 
1842,  and  died  in  Cumberland,  Md.,  August  3,  1890, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  Rose  Hill  cemetery  of  that 
place.  At  the  time  of  his  death  the  father  was 
serving  as  superintendent  of  the  George  Creek  & 
Cumberland  railroad.  John  S.  was  the  oldest  of 
his  children ; Albert  E.  is  a locomotive  engineer 
of  Cumberland,  Md. ; Mary  L.  and  Fanny  E.  are 
residents  of  Brookland,  D.  C. ; Alice  is  the  wife  of 
R.  R.  Gibbs,  a clerk  in  the  treasury  department  at 
Washington  and  a resident  of  Brookland,  D.  C. ; 
Raymond  P.  lives  in  Cumberland,  Md. ; Frank  A. 
is  deceased ; and  Rhea  is  a resident  of  Brookland, 
John  S.  Marean  made  his  home  with  his  parents 
until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  but  at  the  age  of 
twenty  entered  the  railroad  office  at  Cumberland, 
Md.,  where  he  served  as  clerk  for  five  years.  Since 
then  he  has  acted  as  clerk  for  Tiffany  & Cramer, 
at  Alford,  and  has  served  as  postmaster  at  that  place 
since  1892.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics. 

JAMES  I.  VANSICKLE,  the  well-known  hotel 
proprietor  at  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  was  born 
near  Newton,  N.  J.,  May  13,  1845,  and  is  a rep- 
resentative of  an  old  Holland  family  which  was 
founded  in  that  State  at  an  early  day.  His  grand- 
father, James  VanSickle,  was  a native  of  Hunter- 
don county,  N.  J.,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life  as 
a farmer  and  horse  dealer,  and  also  practiced  veteri- 
nary surgery.  In  his  family  were  eight  children, 
born  of  his  marriage  with  Catherine  Backer,  as 
follows : George  L.  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 

ject; Chris,  deceased,  was  a farmer  living  near 
Newton,  N.  J. ; Andrew  is  a retired  farmer  and 
speculator  of  Hunterdon  county  N.  J. ; Aaron  G., 
aged  eighty-three  years,  is  a retired  farmer  of  An- 
derson, N.  J. ; James  died  when  young;  Rilla  is  the 
widow  of  James  Ramsey,  of  Lebanon,  Hunterdon 
Co.,  N.  J. ; Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  John  Cline, 
of  Plainfield,  N.  J. ; and  Anna,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Andrew  Slager. 

George  L.  VanSickle  was  born  in  Lebanon, 
Hunterdon  Co.,  N.  J.,  November  3,  1814,  and  when 
quite  young  went  to  Newton,  that  State,  where  he 
spent  nearly  his  entire  life,  dying  there  July  12, 
1887.  He  was  also  a farmer  and  horse  dealer,  and 
followed  veterinary  surgery.  At  Newton  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Roy,  daughter  of  Ainsley  and  Cath- 
erine (Dudder)  Roy,  and  the  children  born  to 
them  were  as  follows : Mary,  wife  of  John  Can- 

field,  a cattle  dealer  of  Lincoln,  Neb. ; Clara  L.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years ; Kate,  who  married 
Newton  Huffman  and  died  in  Lincoln,  Neb. ; Emma 
Elizabeth,  a resident  of  Newton,  N.  J. ; James  I., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  George  A.,  who  married 
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Sarah  Emmens,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  and  the 
real  estate  business  at  Lincoln,  Neb. ; Stephen,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years ; Susan,  wife 
of  Robert  Rose,  a farmer  of  Newton,  N.  J. ; Rilla,  a 
resident  of  Newton ; Jane,  wife  of  Allen  Cook,  of 
Newton ; and  Chris,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years. 

Until  twenty  years  of  age  James  I.  VanSickle 
remained  upon  the  home  farm,  assisting  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  then  went  to  Belvidere,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J., 
where  he  spent  one  year.  The  following  two  years 
he  engaged  in  farming  at  Stillwater,  Sussex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  then  lived  on  his  father-in-law’s  farm 
for  five  years.  Returning  to  the  old  Shaw  home- 
stead, he  remained  there  for  four  years  and  learned 
veterinary  surgery  with  his  father.  Following  this 
he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  that  profession  at  Min- 
isink, Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  for  a time,  and  then 
removed  to  Franklin,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  where  he 
followed  farming  for  three  years  and  hotel  keeping 
for  two.  He  purchased  hotel  property  at  Union- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  valued  at  $8,000,  and  for  six  years 
carried  on  operations  there.  He  still  owns  the  hotel, 
but  in  1898  he  came  to  Matamoras,  Penn.,  and 
has  since  engag'ed  in  the  same  business  at  that 
place.  In  addition  to  the  business  above  mentioned 
lie  has  been  interested  in  other  enterprises,  serving 
as  vice-president  and  director  of  a silk  mill  at  Union- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  and  director  of  the  water  works  at  that 
place.  While  living  there  he  also  filled  the  offices 
of  constable,  pound  keeper  and  street  commissioner, 
and  was  recognized  as  one  of  its  most  public- 
spirited  citizens,  as  well  as  one  of  its  energetic,  en- 
terprising and  reliable  business  men.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a strong  Democrat. 

At  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  on  August  7,  1867,  Mr. 
VanSickle  was  married,  to  Miss  Emma  J.  Vass,  a 
native  of  Stillwater,  Sussex  Co..  N.  J.  Her  par- 
ents, Andrew  F.  and  Margaret  (Simms)  Vass,  are 
also  natives  of  New  Jersey,  the  former  born  in  Still- 
water, the  latter  in  Lafayette,  and  they  still  make 
their  home  in  that  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  VanSickle 
have  five  children : Dawson  Eugene,  who  conducts 
a bowling  and  billiard  alley  in  Deckertown,  N.  J., 
married  Emma  Dimick  and  has  one  child — Emma 
Rilla;  Emma  Rilla,  the  second  child  of  our  subject, 
is  at  home ; Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Schafer, 
dispatcher  on  the  Susquehanna  Railroad  at  Jersey 
City,  N.  J.,  and  has  three  children — Dawson,  Emma 
Rilla  and  Clarence ; James  Austin  is  a resident  of 
Unionville,  N.  Y. ; and  Frederick  Anson  is  at  home. 

WILLIAM  B.  HORNBECIv,  a prosperous 
farmer  citizen  of  Delaware  township,  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  Walnut  Grove  farm,  which  is  considered 
one  of  the  finest  in  Pike  county,  and  consists  of  a 
wide  tract  of  rich  river-bottom  land,  beautifully 
improved  and  highly  cultivated.  Mr.  Hornbeck  is 
a native  of  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  born 
January  8,  1861,  son  of  Jacob  Hornbeck,  who  in  his 
day  was  a -man  of  prominence  in  this  section. 

Jacob  Hornbeck  was  bom  April  13,  1808,  in 


Lehman  township,  son  of  Everett  and  Jane  (Van 
Auken)  Hoenbeek,  as  the  name  was  originally 
spelled.  The  change  to  the  present  spelling  was 
made  by  Jacob  Hornbeck.  On  May  6,  1838,  the 
latter  married  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Hetzel,  who  was  born 
February  2,  1820,  in  Delaware  township,  and  they 
reared  a large  family  of  children,  of  whom  we  have 
the  following  record : Obadiah,  born  March  18, 

1839,  'n  Lehman  township,  died  there  September 
1,  1892 ; he  married  Sarah  J.  Westbrook  on  Decem- 
ber 18,  1861.  Everett,  born  September  29,  1840, 
was  married  December  13,  i860,  to  Susan  West- 
brook ; he  is  now  holding  a position  in  the  govern- 
ment mint  at  Philadelphia.  Myron,  born  July  10, 
1843,  married  and  resides  in  Clarion  county,  Penn. 
Marcena,  born  May  4,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Westbrook,  a farmer  of  Lehman  township.  Martha, 
born  July  14,  1848,  lives  in  Dingman’s  Ferry;  she 
is  unmarried.  Jacob  was  born  July  21,  1851.  John 
P.,  born  April  21,  1854,  died  February  23,  1856. 
Isaiah,  born  October  11,  1857,  is  a farmer  in  Dela- 
ware township  ; he  married  Emma  Stoll.  William 
B.,  born  January  8,  1861,  is  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines. 

During  his  earlier  business  career  Mr.  Horn- 
beck conducted  a mercantile  business  on  the  place 
now  occupied  by  his  son  William,  but  he  also  en- 
gaged extensively  in  general  farming,  following 
that  vocation  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
active  in  the  public  life  of  the  neighborhood  as 
well  as  in  business  circles,  and  he  held  a number 
of  township  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  the 
able  manner  which  characterized  all  his  undertak- 
ings ; he  also  served  as  commissioner  of  Pike  county. 
His  political  preferences  were  with  the  Democratic 
party.  In  1870  Mr.  Hornbeck  purchased  from  Solo- 
mon H.  Dingman,  the  farm  in  Delaware  township 
now  owned  by  his  sons,  and  our  subject  has  the 
documents  in  his  possession  relating  to  the  transfer 
of  the  property  from  John  Decker  to  Solomon  Ding- 
man  in  the  year  1750.  Jacob  Hornbeck  ended  his 
days  on  this  place  November  25,  1881,  his  wife  on 
October  11,  1865,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  Dela- 
ware cemetery.  In  religious  connection  he  was  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

William  B.  Hornbeck  came  to  his  present  farm 
in  Delaware  township  with  his  parents,  and  here  he 
has  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life.  The 
tract,  which  lies  along  the  river  road,  comprises 
330  acres,  which  William  and  his  brother  Isaiah 
purchased  from  the  heirs  after  their  father’s  death, 
and  for  three  years  operated  the  land  in  partner- 
ship, at  the  end  of  that  time  dividing  it  equally. 
Our  subject  has  carried  on  general  agriculture, 
and  he  and  his  faithful  wife  have  labored  indus- 
triously and  incessantly  to  clear  their  property  of 
all  incumbrances,  and  to  bring  their  farm  into  its 
present  condition  of  beauty  and  fertility,  for  they 
take  no  less  pride  and  care  in  the  appearance  of 
their  home  than  in  its  productiveness.  Their  dwell- 
ing, which  was  commodious  and  comfortably  fur- 
nished, and  with  all  the  equipments  of  the  place  mod- 
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ern,  everything  betokening  the  progressive  spirit 
of  the  owner,  but  on  May  16,  1899,  the  house  and 
contents  were  burned,  with  very  little  insurance. 
This  loss  was  discouraging,  but  the  past  justifies 
the  belief  that  Mr.  Hornbeck  will  soon  rise  above 
the  misfortune.  Mr.  Hornbeck  is  recognized  by  all 
as  a deservedly  prosperous  man,  and  he  is  respected 
highly  for  the  success  he  has  made  in  his  vocation, 
for  he  has  accomplished  it  all  with  the  labor  of  his 
own  hands,  coupled  with  good  management,  and 
he  has  gained  and  retained  a spotless  reputation  for 
integrity  and  upright  dealing  in  all  his  transactions. 
His  fellow  citizens  have  given  substantial  proof 
of  their  confidence  in  his  ability  and  trustworthiness 
by  electing  him  to  various  local  offices  of  import- 
ance and  responsibility,  and  he  has  served  faith- 
fully as  collector,  school  director  and  supervisor. 
His  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

On  January  20,  1887,  Mr.  Hornbeck  was  united 
in  marriage,  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Grace 
Brodhead,  and  they  have  one  child,  Walter  B.,  born 
January  4,  1888.  Mrs.  Hornbeck  is  a native  of 
Delaware  township,  born  December  23,  1864, 

daughter  of  James  T.  and  Susan  A.  (Jaggers) 
Brodhead,  the  former  of  whom  was  the  son  of 
Frank  and  Jane  (Dingman)  Brodhead;  her  mater- 
nal grandfather,  James  T.  -Jaggers,  was  a lifelong 
resident  of  Pike  county.  James  T.  Brodhead  died 
in  September,  1870,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three 
years,  his  wife  in  March,  1869,  and  they  sleep  their 
last  sleep  in  the  Delaware  cemetery.  Of  their  three 
children,  Grace  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Hornbeck ; Diana 
J.,  unmarried,  lives  in  New  York  City;  Gallatin 
died  when  one  year  old. 

W.  D.  LAWRENCE  is  one  of  the  active  men 
of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  his 
experience  in  life  has  been  varied  and  valuable.  As 
farmer,  teacher,  telegraph  operator  and  dispatcher, 
and  as  merchant  he  has  labored  successively,  and 
/s  now  residing  among  the  scenes  of  his  early  life. 

The  family  is  of  Holland  extraction.  The 
great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Thomas 
Lawrence,  Sr.,  migrated  from  Holland  to  America 
and  settled  in  Philadelphia.  His  son,  Thomas  Law- 
rence, Jr.,  settled  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  his 
brother  located  in  Massachusetts.  Richard  M., 
son  of  Thomas,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N. 
J.,  and  became  a surveyor.  In  that  capacity,  he 
assisted  in  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  In  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  he  married  Betsy  Hamilton,  and  lived  there 
most  of  his  life. 

S.  H.  Lawrence,  son  of  Richard  M.,  was  born 
in  Hamburg,  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  June  6,  1829. 
He  there  married  Hannah  Paddock,  who  was  born 
in  Wantage  township,  Sussex  county,  August  20, 
1833,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  ( Shaw)  Pad- 
dock.  Soon  after  his  marriage  S.  H.  Lawrence 
located  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
thence  he  removed  to  Harford,  and  later  to  Lenox 


township,  where  he  has  now  resided  for  over  forty 
years.  Lie  there  purchased  wild  property,  cleared 
the  land,  and  is  yet  an  active  farmer.  He  is  Demo- 
cratic in  politics  and  is  public  spirited  and  well  es- 
teemed. His  children  are  W.  D.,  our  subject,  born 
March  9,  1852;  George  S.,  of  Lenox  township, 
born  November  6,  1853  ; and  Alma  S.,  wife  of  Harry 
Shipman,  of  Montrose ; Alida  Harding,  an  adopted 
daughter,  married  A.  W.  Miles. 

W.  D.  Lawrence  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  in 
1868,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  graduated  from 
the  Harford  graded  schools.  For  five  years  he 
taught  school  in  Susquehanna  and  Luzerne  coun- 
ties. He  then  learned  telegraphy  at  Kingston, 
and  followed  it  for  eight  years- at  Olyphant  and 
at  Carbondale.  Becoming  train  dispatcher  on  the 
D.  & H.  road,  he  remained  in  its  service  sixteen 
years.  In  1891  Mr.  Lawrence  left  railroad  service 
and  purchased  property  in  Lenox  township.  For 
two  years  he  was  in  the  grocery  business  at  Scran- 
ton, but  in  1898  he  returned  to  Lenox  township, 
where  he  conducted  a grocery  store.  He  also  dealt 
in  poultry.  In  politics  Mr.  Lawrence  is  a Demo- 
crat. Lie  has  served  the  township  one  year  as  treas- 
urer and  for  four  years  was  postmaster  at  West 
Lenox.  He  was  married  in  Lenox  township  to 
Minna  Scott,  who  was  born  April  23,  1861,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Emma  (Paddock)  Scott,  and 
granddaughter  of  Stephen  and  Sarah  (Hammond) 
Scott,  and  of  Zalotus  and  Mary  (Shaw)  Paddock. 
The  children  of  Charles  and  Emma  Scott  were  as 
follows:  John  B.,  of  Washington,  N.  J. ; Lucy, 

who  died  young;  Mary  W.,  wife  of  John  Shimer, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Daniel  F.,  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y. ; Minna,  Mrs.  Lawrence;  Canfield  W.,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ; and  Alancon  H.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Lawrence  died  in  Hamburg, 
New  Jersey. 

JAMES  LE  BAR  (deceased)  was  a promi- 
nent resident  of  Canadensis,  Monroe  county,  and 
although  his  life  was  cut  short  at  a comparatively 
early  age,  his  sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
had  already  won  an  enviable  standing  as  a citizen. 
He  was  born  in  March,  1830,  at  Canadensis,  Monroe 
county,  a son  of  Abram  and  Barbara  Le  Bar,  na- 
tives of  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  who  settled 
on  a farm  in  Price  township,  Monroe  county,  at  an 
early  day.  The  mother  died  March  13,  1869.  Our 
subject  was  one  of  five  children,  the  others  being: 
Mahala,  who  married  Andrew  Neely,  and  moved 
to  Nebraska;  Delilah,  widow  of  William  Price,  of 
Spragueville ; and  Andrew,  who  married,  and  re- 
sides in  Bradford  county,  Penn. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  life  of  James  Le 
Bar  was  spent  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  his  mother  purchased  property  near  Sprague- 
ville in  1869.  He  received  a public  school  educa- 
tion, and  in  early  manhood  entered  the  employ  of 
Northrup  & Penn,  tanners  at  Canadensis,  with 
whom  he  remained  many  years.  Shortly  before  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  forty- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1561 


one,  he  bought  the  present  homestead  one  mile  from 
Spragueville  and  near  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  R.  R.,  and  the  residence  which  he  had  be- 
gun was  completed  by  his  widow.  Politically  Mr. 
Le  Bar  was  a stanch  Democrat,  but  his  allegiance 
did  not  depend  upon  party  favors,  and  he  never 
aspired  to  office. 

In  August,  1857,  he  married  Miss  Margaret 
Hallet,  and  seven  children  blessed  the  union  : ( 1 ) 

Horace,  born  in  March,  1859,  in  Monroe  county, 
was  drowned  while  in  bathing  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years.  (2)  Gilbert,  born  in  February,  1861,  is  now 
an  engineer  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & West- 
ern R.  R.,  and  resides  at  Scranton.  He  married 
Miss  Mayme  Bechtold,  of  Scranton.  (3)  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county, 
in  July,  1862,  married  William  Davis,  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  is  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business, 
making  what  is  known  as  the  “cushioned  shoe.” 
(4)  Orson  Le  Bar  was  born  July  10,  1864,  was 
educated  chiefly  in  Northampton  county,  where  he 
resided  with  his  grandmother,  Hallet ; after  her 
death  he  returned  to  Stroud  township,  and  has  since 
resided  with  his  mother.  He  is  single,  and  is  re- 
garded as  a young  man  of  promise,  being  one  of  the 
favorities  of  the  community.  Socially,  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  A.  P.  A.,  and  the  P.  O.  S.  A.,  of 
Spragueville,  and  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  Sagamore 
Tribe,  No.  352,  of  East  Stroudsburg.  (5)  Georgi- 
anna,  born  April  30,  1866,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Decker,  of  East  Stroudsburg,  a night  oper- 
ator on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  R. 
R.  They  have  two  children — Edith  and  Lena.  (6) 
George,  born  August  24,  1869,  died  at  the  age  of 
six  months.  (7)  Eleanor,  born  September  12,  1871, 
is  now  the  wife  of  Loring  Meyers,  a tanner  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  one  son — Edward. 

The  family  is  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Portland,  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Le  Bar  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  religious  work.  She 
still  resides  at  the  home  which  her  beloved  husband’s 
thoughtful  care  uad  planned,  her  son  Orson  being 
now  in  charge  of  the  place.  She  was  born  May  5, 
1835,  in  Northampton  county,  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Le  Bar)  Hallet,  who  were  natives 
and  lifelong  residents  of  Portland,  Penn.  Of  the  nine 
children  of  this  worth”  couple:  (if  Joseph  is  not 
married,  and  resides  in  Soragueville.  (2)  Caro- 
line married  Thomas  Rowlanci,  of  Strouu  township, 
and  both  are  now  deceased.  They  had  six  children 
— William,  Robert,  Watson,  Frances  (now  the  wife 
of  James  Smith,  Monroe  county),  Annie  (wife  of 
Joseph  Brish,  of  Stroudsburg),  and  Hannah  (wife 
of  James  Allen,  of  New  Jersey).  (3)  Elizabeth 
married  John  Morey,  of  Minnesota,  who  died  leav- 
ing five  children,  all  residents  of  Minnesota.  (4) 
Charles  Hallet  is  a resident  of  Middle  Smithfield, 
and  has  seven  children.  (5)  Mathias  always  resided 
in  Northampton,  where  he  died  leaving  a family. 
(6)  Margaret  is  the  widow  of  our  subject.  (7) 
Susan  is  the  wife  of  Barney  Lambert,  of  Delaware 
Water  Gap,  Monroe  county,  and  has  a large  familv. 


(8)  John,  a resident  of  Honesdale,  is  one  of  the 
honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war.  (9)  Benjamin 
is  single,  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  North- 
ampton county. 

JOHN  and  SAMUEL  WILLIAMS  are  well 
known  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Au- 
burn township,  Susquehanna  county,  as  thrifty  and 
prosperous  farmers  and  carpenters,  working  in  part- 
nership practically  all  their  lives,  and  attaining 
together  a degree  of  prominence  and  a measure 
of  respect  from  their  fellow  men  of  which  they  may 
well  be  proud.  They  are  both  natives  of  the  county 
and  sons  of  Samuel  and  Salicha  (Van  Auken) 
Williams. 

Samuel  Williams,  the  father,  was  born  in  Drv- 
den,  Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a lifelong 
farmer.  In  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  he  married  Sa- 
licha Van  Auken,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Eliza- 
beth (Cortright)  Van  Auken,  of  that  county,  who 
in  their  day  were  well  known  as  prosperous  and 
respected  farming  people  of  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  at  their  deaths  leaving  224 
acres  of  good  farm  land,  all  cleared  and  free  from 
incumbrances,  though  they  commenced  married  life 
penniless.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Williams  located 
at  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  thence  remov- 
ing to  Brooklyn  township,  where  he  passed  away 
January  1,  1845,  the  a8e  °f  forty-one  years.  He 
is  buried  at  Brooklyn  Center.  His  widow  passed 
away  May  6,  1879,  aged  seventy-six  years,  six 
months  and  six  days,  on  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  her  sons  in  Auburn  township,  and  her  remains 
were  laid  beside  those  of  her  husband.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  viz. : Phoebe,  who  died 
in  infancy,  in  New  Jersey;  Eliza,  wife  of  George 
W.  Green,  a farmer  of  Dimock  township ; Abraham, 
living  retired  in  Alford,  Penn,  (he  served  during 
the  Civil  war  as  a member  of  the  203d  Pennsyl- 
vania Regiment,  Sharpshooters)  ; Julia  Ann,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Cyrus  Justin;  Sarah,  wife  of  Lehman 
Bailey,  a retired  farmer  of  Cortland,  N.  Y. ; John, 
and  Samuel.  The  father  was  well  known  in  Brook- 
lyn township  in  his  time. 

After  the  death  of  the  father,  the  family  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Brooklyn  township  until  1847, 
after  which  they  lived  in  Dimock  township  for  two 
years,  thence  coming  to  the  farm  now  owned  by 
John  and  Samuel  Williams  in  Auburn  township. 
The  brothers  received  their  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  at  an  early 
age  began  to  work  at  farming  and  carpentering, 
making  the  latter  their  principal  vocation  in  life. 
During  their  earlier  manhood  they  also  worked  in  the 
lumber  woods  at  Old  Rattlesnake  Creek,  Lacka- 
wanna county,  in  the  winter  and  sometimes  part 
of  the  summer,  engaged  at  masonry  and  various 
other  lines  of  work,  and  by  dint  of  energy  and  never- 
failing  industry,  succeeded  in  gaining  a firm  footing 
among  the  well-to-do  tradesmen  of  the  county.  Their 
thrifty  and  industrious  habits  won  them  the  good 
will  and  esteem  of  all  and  brought  them  the  more 
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substantial  rewards  which  are  sure  to  follow  hard 
work  and  good  management,  and  they  now  devote 
their  time  principally  to  carpentering,  in  which  they 
have  built  up  a profitable  business.  They  have  con- 
tinued to  work  and  to  reside  together,  and  own  a 
good  farm  of  sixty  acres  in  Auburn  township,  winch 
adds  materially  to  their  income,  attending  to  its 
cultivation  and  improvement  with  the  same  thor- 
oughness that  has  marked  all  their  undertakings. 
They  have  gained  an  enviable  reputation  for  sterl- 
ing honest  and  uprightness  in  their  locality,  and 
rank  among  the  valuable  citizens  of  the  township 
in  which  they  reside. 

John  Williams  was  born  April  2,  1837,  in  Di- 
mock township,  and  in  May,  1868,  was  married,  in 
Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Aten,  by  whom 
he  has  had  two  children — Emma  J.,  living  at  home, 
and  Viola,  who  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Westbrook, 
of  Auburn  Four  Corners.  Mrs.  Williams  was  born 
December  23,  1849,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  j.,  daugh- 
ter of  Harvey  and  Mary  (Johnson)  Aten,  who  re- 
moved thence  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1881,  dying 
in  Brooklyn  and  Dimock  townships,  respectively. 
In  the  fall  of  1862,  John  Williams  enlisted,  for  nine 
months,  in  Company  H,  177th  P.  V.  I.,  and  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  at  Harrisburg,  Penn., 
after  one  year’s  service.  He  took  part  in  no  en- 
gagements. 

Samuel  Williams  was  born  April  20,  1845,  'n 
Dimock  township,  and  on  June  23,  1875,  was  mar- 
ried, in  Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Aten, 
cousin  of  his  brother  John’s  wife.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  Eva  S.,  who  lives 
with  her  parents.  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Williams  was 
born  August  8,  1847,  'n  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Carson)  Aten, 
who  came  from  New  Jersey  to  Susquehanna  county 
in  1849,  making  a permanent  home  there.  Mr. 
Aten  engaged  in  farming,  carpentering,  shoemak- 
ing, etc.,  and  was  an  industrious  and  highly  re- 
spected man. 

WILLIAM  E.  BROWN  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  successful  of  the  younger  agri- 
culturists of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
He  possesses  energy,  sound  judgment  and  that 
quickness  of  mind  which  makes  him  ever  ready  to 
meet  business  emergencies  as  they  rise.  He  is  the 
descendant  on  both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
lines  of  early  and  prominent  settlers  of  Northeast- 
ern Pennsylvania.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
Edon  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1800, 
and  who  when  a young  man  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  and  settled  in  Lathrop  township.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Squier.who  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1796. 
Edon  Brown  died  in  Lathrop  township  in  February, 
1859.  His  wife  died  in  Minnesota  in  1857. 

Zenas  Brown,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Lathrop  township  in  1829.  He  was  reared 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  married  Almira  Wil- 
•marth,  who  was  born  in  Lathrop  township,  June  26. 
1831,  daughter  of  David  and  Hulda  (Tewksburv) 


Wilmarth,  and  granddaughter  of  Perry  Wilmarth, 
a native  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  who  migrated  to  Har- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  where 
he  bought  160  acres  (now  owned  by  her  grand- 
son, Warner  Wilmarth),  and  where  he  lived  through 
life.  His  children  were:  Perry,  Sally  (who  mar- 

ried Judge  Charles  Tingley),  Peddy  (who  married 
Milton  Imgley),  Sewell,  Thomas,  David  and  Can- 
dace (widow  of  Isaac  Newton,  formerly  superin- 
tendent of  the  Scranton  schools).  David  Wilmarth 
was  born  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  April  11,  1810,  and 
grew  up  in  Harford  township.  He  there  married 
Hulda  Tewksbury,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  No- 
vember 15,  1812,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Rhoda 
Tewksbury,  and  who  when  three  years  old  was 
brought  by  her  parents  to  Susquehanna  county. 
David  Wilmarth  began  farming  in  Harford  and 
later  removed  to  Lathrop  township,  where  he 
farmed  for  thirty-five  years.  He  then  erected  a 
hotel  at  Foster  Station,  which  he  operated  until 
1883,  when  he  retired,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
the  spring  of  1890.  His  wife  died  June  25,  1897. 
He  was  a prominent  citizen  and  in  politics  a Demo- 
crat. The  children  of  David  and  Hulda  Wilmarth 
were  Almira,  mother  of  our  subject;  Rhoda,  widow 
of  Gorton  Cason,  of  Foster,  Penn.;  Candace  (now 
deceased),  who  married  Ira  Foster,  trackmaster 
from  1851  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  from  whom 
Foster  Station  was  named;  Saxie  Seymour,  of 
Foster;  and  Isaac  T.,  who  was  born  in  Lathrop 
township,  August  16,  1850. 

To  Zenas  and  Almira  Brown  were  born  the 
following  children:  Louisa,  wife  of  Frank  Jack- 

son,  of  Lathrop  township ; David,  who  had  been  a 
teacher  and  a lawyer  and  who  died  at  Dalton,  Penn. ; 
Emeline,  wife  of  William  Sterling,  of  Brooklyn, 
Penn. ; William  E.,  subject  of  this  sketch  ; Candace, 
a teacher ; and  Permelia,  at  home.  Zenas  Brown 
followed  farming  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lathrop 
township  and  dealt  in  real  estate  to  some  extent, 
accumulating  considerable  property,  including  the 
old  homestead  of  175  acres,  109  acres  in  Lenox 
township,  75  acres  in  Lathrop  and  300  acres  in  For- 
est Lake.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  was-  prominent  and  influential  in  Sus- 
quehanna county.  He  died  October  15,  1891.  His 
widow,  mother  of  our  subject,  is  still  living,  having 
reached  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 

William  E.  Brown  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
steadin  Lathrop  township,  June  15, 1861.  Hereceived 
a good  education  and  for  several  terms  attended  the 
schools  of  Keystone.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
began  work  on  the  D.,  L.  & W.  R.  R.,  and  remained 
on  the  road  about  tv/elve  years.  In  April,  1892,  he 
settled  in  Lenox  township,  and  has  since  then  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  on  a well-improved  tract 
of  eighty-five  acres,  which  he  owns.  In  addition 
to  general  farming,  Mr.  Brown  engages  in  fruit 
culture  and  in  dairy  work,  and  is  also  a dealer  in 
horses.  In  1885  he  was  married,  in  New  York  City, 
to  Miss  Mattie  Cruise,  born  July  4,  1865,  daughter 
of  James  H.  and  Janette  (Tector)  Cruise.  Her 
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father  is  a native  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  is  now 
living  retired  in  New  York  City.  Her  mother  is  a 
native  of  New  York  City.  The  family  of  James 
H.  and  Janette  Cruise  is  as  follows:  John,  a tele- 
graph operator  of  New  York  City ; George  W.,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  carpet  business  in  New  York; 
Anna,  wife  of  James  Hale,  a cabinetmaker  of  New 
York;  Mattie,  wife  of  our  subject;  Dora,  a sales- 
lady in  New  York;  and  Fannie,  at  home.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brown  have  been  born  three  children : 
Edna,  born  April  13,  1886;  Tracy,  born  April  26, 
1889;  and  Eric,  born  May  18,  1896.  In  politics  Mr. 
Brown  is  a stanch  Democrat.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Farmers’  Alliance  of  Loomis  Lake,  and  ranks 
as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progressive 
young  farmers  of  Lenox  township. 

BYRON  GRIFFIS,  a leading  citizen  of  Jessup 
township,  now  retired  from  active  business  cares, 
is  one  of  the  men  who  make  old  age  seem  the  bet- 
ter portion  of  life.  He  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  still  resides,  January  18,  1824,  and 
belongs  to  a prominent  and  honored  family  which, 
in  1800,  was  founded  in  Susquehanna  county  by  his 
paternal  grandparents,  Abner  and  Martha  (Cun- 
ningham) Griffis,  who  up  to  that  time  had  always 
made  their  home  in  Unadilla,  N.  Y.  Here  they  lo- 
cated at  what  is  known  as  the  Boiles'  Flats,  Jes- 
sup township,  and  in  1814  took  up  their  residence 
upon  the  farm  in  Jessup  township  where  our  sub- 
ject now  lives,  the  grandfather  having  always  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  Their  children  were 
Solomon;  John;  Ezekiel;  Hezekiah ; Elisha; 
Robert,  father  of  our  subject;  Pattie,  wife  of  Plin- 
ney  Berchard ; and  Mrs.  Rebecca  Leonard. 

Robert  Griffis  and  his  wife,  Lydia  ( Robinson), 
were  also  natives  of  Unadilla,  N.  Y.,  but  were 
married  in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.  The  former  was  born  April  9,  1791,  and 
died  February  24,  1884,  while  the  latter  was  born 
May  20,  1795,  and  died  January  15,  1857,  both 
being  laid  to  rest  in  Birchardville  cemetery.  They 
were  devout  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
their  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of  char- 
acter won  for  them  the  esteem  and  friendship  of 
all  with  whom  they  came  in  contact.  The  father 
was  one  of  the  most  popular  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, and  was  honored  with  a number  of  impor- 
tant official  positions.  He  held  a number  of  town- 
ship offices,  was  postmaster  at  Porter's  Ridge  for 
ten  years,  or  until  the  office  was  abandoned,  was 
justice  of  the  peace  from  1825  until  1840,  and  in 
1836  was  elected  commissioner  of  Susquehanna 
county,  a position  he  most  creditably  filled  for  three 
years.  In  political  sentiment,  he  was  first  a Demo- 
crat and  later  a Republican.  By  his  first  wife  he  had 
the  following  children : Amanda,  born  August  12, 
1814,  married  Madison  Bostic  and  is  now  deceased  ; 
Bartler,  born  September  14,  1816,  died  in  the  West; 
Harriet,  born  January  19,  1819,  married  Tracey 
Frink,  and  is  now  deceased;  Mahlon,  now  deceased, 
born  May  4,  1821,  was  a farmer  of  Vestal  Center. 


N.  Y. ; Byron  is  next  in  order  of  birth ; Laura  D., 
born  February  25,  1827,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Simp- 
son, of  San  Francisco,  Cal. ; Sabina  R.,  born  Jan- 
uary 24,  1836,  married  Alexander  Simpson,  and  is 
now  deceased;  and  Isaac,  born  January  21,  1840, 
died  when  young.  For  his  second  wife  the  father 
married  Comfort  Sherman,  but  had  no  children  by 
that  union. 

On  attaining  to  man’s  estate,  Byron  Griffis  was 
married  in  Athens,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  September 
2,  1849,  to  Miss  Adelia  C.  McGill,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  namely : Laura  A., 

born  May  30,  1850,  died  October  18,  1851  ; Leroy 
H.,  born  April  17,  1853,  married  Eliza  Elsworth 
and  lives  in  Montrose,  Penn.;  Oscar  F.,  born  April 
17,  1855,  married  Emma  A.  Allen,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Estella  A.,  born  June  20,  1857,  is  the  wife 
of  Elmer  Duxberry,  a farmer  of  Auburn  Center, 
Penn.;  Eugene  B.,  born  November  9,  1859,  mar- 
ried Flattie  Dewell  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Jessup  township;  and  Perry  E.,  born  August  1, 
1866,  married  Ella  Pickett,  and  lives  with  our  sub- 
ject. Mrs.  Griffis  was  born  in  Towanda,  Penn., 
November  10,  1824,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Bowman)  McGill,  natives  of  this  State, 
who  died  in  Towanda,  the  former  in  1858,  aged 
sixty-eight  years,  the  latter  in  1849,  aged  sixty-six, 
their  remains  being  interred  at  that  place.  They 
were  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  by  occupation  the  father  was  a mason. 
Their  children  were  Polly,  deceased  wife  of  Mar- 
tin Moore  ; Eliza,  deceased  wife  of  Benjamin  Smith  ; 
Merinda,  wife  of  Edward  Patterson ; Adelia  C., 
wife  of  our  subject ; Rebecca,  wife  of  Mallory  Wolf, 
a retired  farmer  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn. ; Dennis, 
William,  Jacob  and  James,  all  deceased  ; and  Hiram, 
a carpenter  of  Towanda.  Mrs.  Griffis’  maternal 
grandfather,  Jacob  Bowman,  died  in  Towanda. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Griffis  settled  down  upon 
the  old  homestead  in  Jessup  township,  and  his  en- 
ergies have  been  devoted  to  its  improvement  and 
cultivation  throughout  life.  Politically,  he  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
has  served  on  the  election  board  and  as  a school 
director  for  nine  years.  Since  1838  he  has  been  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  his 
life  has  ever  been  in  harmony  with  his  professions. 

FIENRY  TAMBLYN,  an  energetic  and  enter- 
prising farmer  of  Oregon  township,  has  spent  his 
entire  life  in  Wayne  county,  his  birth  occurring  at 
Bethany,  June  28,  1854.  His  parents,  Henry  and 
Jane  (Langsford)  Tamblyn,  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Cornwall,  England,  and  on  coming  to 
the  United  States  took  up  their  residence  in  Beth- 
any, Penn.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas 
Tamblyn,  died  in  Cornwall  at  a ripe  old  age,  and 
the  maternal  grandfather,  William  Langsford,  died 
in  the  same  county  when  comparatively  young.  The 
children  born  to  Henry  and  Jane  (Langsford) 
Tamblyn  were  William,  a commission  merchant, 
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who  died  in  Chicago,  111.,  December  13,  1897; 
Francis  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Julia 
J.,  who  was  born  November  21,  1850,  in  Bethany, 
Penn.,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  O.  E.  Miller,  a pros- 
perous farmer  of  Oregon  township ; John  W.,  a 
resident  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  Henry;  Thomas  J.,  of 
Scranton;  Frank,  who  died  in  infancy;  Frances 
Mary,  of  Scranton ; and  Elizabeth  H.,  wife  of  C.  vV. 
Scambler,  of  Scranton.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren died  in  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1888. 

When  Henry  Tamblyn  was  four  years  old  the 
family  removed  to  Oregon  township,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  assisting  in  the  farm  work  dur- 
ing the  summer  months  and  attending  the  district 
schools  in  the  winter  season.  On  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  commenced  lumbering  and  farming  in 
Oregon  township  on  his  own  account,  and  in  his 
business  undertakings  has  met  with  a fair  degree  of 
success. 

At  Carley  Brook,  Wayne  county,  April  29, 
1879,  Mr.  Tamblyn  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
Riefler,  by  Rev.  j.  T.  Bush.  She  was  born  in  Ore- 
gon township,  March  4,  1856,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Volmer)  Riefler,  of  Honesdale, 
Wayne  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tamblyn  have  six 
children,  namely:  William  S.,  born  March  21, 

1880;  Emerson  Riefler,  May  25,  1881  ; Mildred  E., 
March  12,  1883;  Nellie  J.,  January  1,  1888;  Mar- 
garet A.,  September  27,  1892;  and  Harry  Thomas, 
September  17,  1897.  All  are  at  home  with  their 
parents  with  the  exception  of  Emerson,  who  is  at- 
tending school  in  Flushing,  Long  Island. 

Politically,  Mr.  Tamblyn  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  he  has  most  acceptably  filled  the  offices 
of  school  director  for  nine  years,  and  township 
treasurer  for  two  years.  Socially,  he  is  a member 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  religiously  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  sincere  and  worthy  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Carley  Brook. 

M.  D.  ROLLISON  is  one  of  the  prominent  and 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  its  hon- 
ored pioneer  families.  His  grandfather,  William 
Rollison,  was  born,  reared  and  married  in  New 
Jersey,  but  at  an  early  day  came  to  Wayne  county 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Salem  township,  being 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  township.  The  neigh- 
borhood in  which  he  lived  is  still  called  Rollison 
Town.  His  children  were  Nathaniel;  John  D.,  de- 
ceased, who  was  a resident  of  Lake  township ; 
Eunice,  deceased  wife  of  Abram  Cramer ; and  Mary 
Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Horatio  Dahl. 

Nathaniel  Rollison  was  born  August  24,  1805, 
in  Salem  township,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life, 
dying  there  April  28,  1876.  He  was  married  No- 
vember 1,  1827,  to  Rebecca  Osborne,  who  was  born 
in  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  February  4,  1809, 
a daughter  of  Sydney  Osborne.  The  children  born 
of  this  union  were  Arthur  James,  deceased,  a grist- 
mill owner  in  Hawley,  Penn. ; Matilda,  deceased 


wife  of  Edward  Ammerman,  of  Salem  township ; 
Sylvia,  who  died  in  childhood ; and  M.  D.,  of  this 
review. 

Salem  township  is  also  the  birthplace  of  M.  D. 
Rollison,  who  was  born  February  7,  1839.  His 
early  education,  acquired  in  the  common  schools 
near  his  childhood  home,  was  supplemented  by  a 
course  at  Bethany  Academy.  On  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  began  operating  the  old  homestead  on 
his  own  account,  but  after  his  father’s  death  he  sold 
the  place  and  purchased  property  near  by,  upon 
which  he  built  a good  residence  and  where  he  still 
continues  to  reside.  Besides  farming  he  has  been 
interested  in  the  lumber  business,  conducting  a 
sawmill  for  some  time  in  Pike  county,  Pennsylvania. 

On  July  3,  1859,  Mr.  Rollison  was  married  at 
South  Canaan,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Abigail  Kim- 
ble, a daughter  of  Levi  and  Polly  (Hutchins)  Kim- 
ble, natives  of  Pennsylvania.  In  the  Kimble  family 
were  the  following  children  r Elizabeth,  wife  of 
John  Osborne,  of  Salem  township;  James  W.,  a 
carpenter  at  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; George,  a resident 
of  Paupack  township,  Wayne  county;  Stephen,  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; Reuben,  of  Clark’s  Summit, 
Penn.;  Abigail,  wife  jaf  our  subject;  Frances,  wife 
of  Theodore  Att,  of  Olyphant,  Penn. ; Mary,  wife 
of  J.  L.  Rockwell,  of  High  Forest,  Minn. ; Sophia, 
wife  of  James  Swan,  of  Paupack  township,  Wayne 
county,;  Polly,  wife  of  William  Attimire,  of  Salem 
township ; Delia,  wife  of  John  Decker,  of  Port 
Jervis, N.Y.;  Emily,  deceased,  wife  of  Charles  Bart- 
leson,  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  coqnty;  and 
John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  Mrs.  Rol- 
lison was  born  in  Paupack  township,  February  20, 
1840,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother 
of  one  son,  George  F.,  who  was  born  February  27, 
i860,  in  Salem  township,  and  now  lives  in  Scran- 
ton. He  married  Catherine  Becker,  of  Ledgedale, 
Penn.,  and  has  one  daughter,  Cora.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rollison  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Marilla,  who 
was  born  June  29,  1870,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  E. 
C.  Bidwell. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Rollison  is  a 
stalwart  Democrat,  and  in  religious  connection  both 
he  and  his  wife'are  earnest  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he 
serves  as  trustee  and  steward.  He  is  a man  of 
exemplary  habits,  commendable  purpose  and  un- 
bending integrity,  and  in  all  life’s  relations  merits 
the  confidence  which  is  so  freely  accorded  him. 

EDGAR.  B.  WELLS.  Prominent  among  the 
representative  citizens  and  leading  agriculturists 
of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  is  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice,  who  owns  a fine 
farm  of  ninety-eight  acres.  It  is  well  improved 
and  highly  cultivated,  and  shows  conclusively  that 
the  owner  has  not  mistaken  his  calling  in  choosing 
agriculture. 

Mr.  Wells  was  born  September  5,  1848,  in 
Clifford,  Susquehanna  county,  a son  of  John  M. 
and  Clarissa  (Callendor)  Wells,  the  former  a na- 
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tive  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  The  father  was  born  February  io, 
1815,  and  when  a young  man  removed  to  Susque- 
hanna county  with  his  parents,  Rev.  William  and 
Elmira  (Hulbert)  Wells,  who  spent  their  remaining 
days  in  that  county.  They  were  natives  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.  The  grandfather  was  in  early  life  a 
Presbyterian,  but  later  became  a minister  of  the 
Universalist  Church,  and  built  the  church  of  that 
denomination  at  Clifford,  Penn.  In  connection  with 
the  work  of  the  ministry  he  engaged  in  farming, 
and  also  in  dyeing  and  dressing  cloth. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  December 
27,  1819,  and  died  February  14,  1850,  but  the  father 
is  still  living  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Wheaton, 
111.,  whither  he  removed  in  1879.  He  still  enjoys 
good  health,  and  is  quite  active  for  one  of  his  years. 
The  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  were  as 
follows:  Mariette,born  November  3, 1840,  died  April 
4,  1866.  Caroline,  born  February  5,  1843,  married 
William  Ribenberg,  who  was  killed  by  the  cars,  and 
she  died  April  24,  1890.  Oscar,  born  January  19, 
1846,  is  engaged  in  farming  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  Edgar  B.  completes  the  fam- 
ily. The  father  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Mrs.  Elmira  (Phinn)  Blanchard,  who  by 
her  first  husband  had  four  children,  but  none  by 
Mr.  Wells. 

Edgar  B.  Wells  was  reared  and  educated  like 
most  farmer  boys  of  his  day.  He  was  only  two 
years  old  when  his  mother  died,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  the  family  broke  up  housekeeping,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  dependent  upon  his  own  re- 
sources for  a livelihood.  The  first  winter  he  worked 
in  a steam  sawmill  in  South  Canaan  township,  then 
engaged  in  farm  labor,  and  afterward  operated  a 
mill  for  his  uncle,  Capt.  Jerris  Buckingham,  for 
two  years.  After  his  marriage  he  located  upon  his 
present  farm,  and  to  agricultural  pursuits  has  since 
devoted  his  attention  with  good  results,  becoming 
one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  the  community. 

On  July  4,  1868,  in  South  Canaan  township, 
Mr.  Wells  was  married  to  Miss  Marietta  Bucking- 
ham, by  Rev.  G.  Westfall,  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Eugene  W., 
born  June  11,  1869,  married  Mamie  Hughes  and 
lives  in  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Minnie  E.,  born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  George  M.  Becket, 
M.  D.,  pension  examiner  at  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
Bertha  M.,  born  May  3,  1872,  is  the  wife  of  P.  J. 
Meahl,  a music  composer,  of  Chicago,  111. ; Delbert 
M.,  born  October  13,  1874,  married  Anna  Boswell, 
and  is  an  ex-school  teacher  of  Carbondale,  Penn. ; 
Edwin  N.,  born  August  30,  1877,  is  now  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. ; Alice  E.,  born  May  20,  1882,  is  at- 
tending school  in  Waymart,  Wayne  county;  and 
Ethel  A.,  born  January  13,  1890,  and  Loa  Frances, 
born  May  2,  1893,  are  both  at  home. 

Mrs.  Wells  was  born  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, December  31,  1848,  a daughter  of  William 
and  Rachel  A.  (Schumard)  Buckingham,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  township,  where  the  father 


followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  He  died  in 
1853,  and  his  wife  in  1887,  when  she  was  aged 
sixty-three.  Their  children  were  Albert  E.,  now  a 
carpenter  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Francis  M.,  a confec- 
tioner of  Washington,  D.  C. ; Marietta,  wife  of  our 
subject;  J.  Wilber,  a decorator  and  brick  mason  of 
Carbondale,  Penn. ; and  William  E.,  who  died  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  in  1889. 

Mr.  Wells  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  earnest  and  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Previous  to  her 
marriage  Mrs.  Wells  successfully  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  four  years  in  the  district  schools  of  Wayne 
county,  and  now  she  presides  with  gracious  dignity 
over  their  hospitable  home. 

OSCAR  P.  VAN  GORDEN,  an  energetic  and 
progressive  farmer  residing  in  Lehman  township, 
Pike  county,  is  a man  who  thoroughly  understands 
the  business  he  is  pursuing,  and  is  meeting  with  a 
well-deserved  success.  He  is  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune,  having  started  in  life  with  but  little 
capital  beyond  his  own  industry  and  a laudable  am- 
bition to  rise  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Van  Gorden  was  born  in  Lehman  town- 
ship, July  22,  1842,  and  is  a son  of  John  R.  and 
Ellen  (Greene)  Van  Gorden,  the  former  also  a 
native  of  Pike  county,  the  latter  of  New  Jersey. 
Both  died  in  Lehman  township,  where  the  father 
had  carried  on  operations  as  a farmer  for  some 
years,  his  death  occurring  in  1888,  when  he  was 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  and  that  of  his  wife  in 
1883,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in  Swart- 
wood  cemetery.  Their  children  were  James  G.,  a 
resident  of  Bethlehem,  Penn. ; Oscar  P.,  our  sub- 
ject ; Henry,  who  died  young ; Loretta,  a resident  of 
Lehman  township ; and  Juliann,  a resident  of 
Stroudsburg,  Penn.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grand- 
father was  James  Van  Gorden. 

Onattaining  his  majority  Oscar  P.  Van  Gorden 
left  the  parental  roof  and  started  out  in  life  for 
himself,  at  first  working  for  different  farmers.  He 
was  thus  employed  until  1867,  when  he  rented  a 
farm  of  Squire  Moses  Van  Gorden  in  Lehman 
township  for  two  years,  and  continued  to  operate 
rented  land  until  1885,  when  he  came  to  his  present 
farm,  which  he  also  leased  for  six  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  purchased  it,  and  to  its  culti- 
vation and  improvement  has  since  devoted  his  ener- 
gies with  marked  success.  He  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  most  acceptably 
served  as  supervisor  of  his  township  for  two  terms. 

On  April  12,  1863,  in  Lehman  township,  Mr. 
Van  Gorden  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Anna  M.  Bensley,  who  was  born  in  that  township 
in  March,  1843,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Bensley,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Calvin  G.,  born  September  5,  1865,  mar- 

ried Mary  A.  Van  Auken,  and  is  a bookkeeper  living 
in  Newark,  N.  J. ; Diana,  born  April  12,  1868,  is  a 
resident  of  Bethlehem,  Penn. ; Belinda,  born  August 
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23,  1869,  is  the  wife  of  Herbert  E.  Jacobus,  a 
plumber  by  trade,  who  served  in  the  United  States 
army  in  her  war  with  Spain,  leaving  his  wife  with 
her  parents;  Sarah  E.,  born  August  12,  18/I,  is  at 
home;  Alford,  born  December  24,  1873,  is  a book- 
keeper living'  in  Bethlehem,  Penn.;  Lewis,  born 
March  11,  1875,  is  at  home;  and  Henry,  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1876,  is  also  in  the  army. 

JOHN  G.  MULLER  is  one  of  the  thrifty  and 
frugal  Germans  who  have  made  Wayne  county 
their  home.  Enterprising  and  public  spirited,  Mr. 
Muller  is  one  of  the  best  of  Lake  township’s  farm- 
ers and  business  men. 

Born  October  16,  1835,  in  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, Mr.  Muller  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Catherine 
Muller,  also  born  in  the  Fatherland.  In  1853  the 
family  came  to  America  and  located  in  New  York 
City,  where  the  father  carried  on  a meat  market, 
which  had  been  his  line  of  business  in  the  Old 
Country.  He  and  his  wife  were  plain,  good  Ger- 
man people/respected  and  esteemed  by  their  many 
acquaintances.  He  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years,  and  she  passed  away  in  1863,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight;  both  are  buried  in  the  Long  Island 
cemetery.  Of  their  children  yet  living,  Jacob  is  a 
farmer  in  Iowa,  and  John  G.  is  mentioned  below. 

John  G.  Muller  learned  the  butchering  business 
with  his  father  and  remained  with  him  until  of 
age.  He  then  engaged  in  that  business  for  himself, 
in  New  York.  He  carried  on  a meat  market  there 
for  four  years,  then  went  to  Long  Island,  and  for 
one  year  he  was  a conductor  on  the  Fourth  Avenue 
Street  Car  Line,  whence  he  went  to  Jersey  City 
and  there  opened  a meat  market,  continuing  the 
business  some  twelve  years.  At  the  close  of  this 
period  he  came  to  Pennsylvania,  buying  a farm  in 
Lake  township,  Wayne  county.  In  1895  he  built  his 
present  comfortable  home.  His  farm  comprises 
some  1 14  acres  of  fine  land.  He  is  a good  farmer 
as  the  appearance  of  his  neat  buildings  and  im- 
provements indicate.  In  connection  with  farming 
he  is  engaged  in  the  butchering  business,  and  has 
prospered  in  both  until  he  is  now  comfortably  fixed. 
He  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  lends  his 
influence  to  the  support  of  every  good  and  worthy 
cause. 

On  December  21,  i860,  he  was  married  to 
Eva  Hammel,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Rev.  Henry  Haass,  a Lutheran  minister.  The  mar- 
riage has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  the  follow- 
ing children : Catherine  is  deceased ; Carrie  is  the 

widow  of  George  W.  Butler,  and  her  three  children 
are — Eva  E.,  Edward  B.  and  George  W. ; Anna 
died  in  infancy ; Mamie  married  William  Butler, 
who  is  with  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company  at 
Dunmore,  Penn. ; Andrew  is  employed  in  the  “Ger- 
man Hotel,”  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; William  is  in  the 
butchering  business  at  Dunmore,  Penn. ; John  A. 
is  in  school  at  Scranton ; and  George,  Fred  and 
Christian  are  all  at  home.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  born  June  10,  1843,  iJ1  Baden,  Ger- 


many, a daughter  of  Andrew  and  Catherine  (Esh- 
way)  Hammel,  of  Baden,  Germany.  The  family 
came  to  America  in  1848,  locating  in  New  York, 
where  the  father  carried  on  the  butchering  busi- 
ness. He  died  in  August,  1880,  aged  eighty  years, 
and  the  mother  passed  away  in  1894,  when  seventy- 
three  years  of  age ; both  are  buried  in  the  Lutheran 
cemetery,  on  Long  Island.  Their  children  were : 
Jacob  is  in  the  cigar  business  in  New  York;  Eva; 
David  a gasfitter  in  New  York;  Mary  married 
Henry  Fleckenstein,  a cigarmaker ; Katherine  mar- 
ried Adolph  Weyler,  a barber  in  New  York;  John 
and  William  are  deceased;  Carrie  married  John 
Marchese,  a barber  employed  in  New  York. 

JOHN  S.  BROWN.  Among  the  enterprising 
and  progressive  citizens  of  Wayne  county  none 
stands  higher  in  the  esteem  of  their  neighbors  than 
Mr.  Brown,  who  is  one  of  the  representative  farm- 
ers of  Scott  township.  He  was  born  May  31,  1857, 
in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  grandfather, 
Lanson  Brown,  who  was  of  English  origin,  located 
at  an  early  day. 

The  father,  Bolivar  Brown,  now  a resident  of 
Starrucca,  Penn.,  was  born  in  Franklin,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  in  early  manhood  married  Miss 
Sarah  Stevens,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Stevens,  a 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1812.  The  children  born  of 
this  union  are:  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Benjamin  Layman, 
now  a resident  of  Mayfield,  Penn. ; E.  L. ; Joiin  S. ; 
Ira ; George ; Estella,  wife  of  Eugene  Campbell,  of 
Starrucca,  Penn. ; and  Willis  Emery,  whose  where- 
abouts are  unknown.  The  father  is  a mason  by 
trade,  and  as  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war  he 
aided  in  the  defense  of  the  Union. 

John  S.  Brown  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  his  native  county,  and  when  in  his  nineteenth 
year  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nettie  Wil- 
son, who  was  also  born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y., 
a daughter  of  Horace  and  Sallie  Wilson.  Four 
children  blessed  this  union,  namely:  Bert,  Frank 

Erastus,  Frederick  Wallace  and  Walter  Elsworth. 
In  1892  Mr.  Brown  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with.  Miss  Tamar  Shew,  a native  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  George  W. 
and  Phebe  A.  (Madison)  Shew.  Her  mother  died 
July  11,  1890.  In  the  Shew  family  were  six  chil- 
dren : Katie  T.,  wife  of  A.  W.  Brown,  of  Star- 

rucca; Tamar,  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary  (de- 
ceased) ; Cornelius  W. ; Margaret  S. ; and  Ethel, 
who  died  when  in  her  fifteenth  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown  have'  two  children : Howard  W.  and  Ce- 

cil R. 

The  farm  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Brown  is 
known  as  the  Kerr  farm,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  vicinity.  The  land  slopes  gently  and 
is  easily  cultivated,  while  one  branch  of  the  Star- 
rucca creek  passes  through  it.  The  residence  is 
comparatively  new,  is  commodious  and  handsome, 
and  is  pleasantly  located  only  two  miles  from  the 
Starrucca  depot  and  postoffice.  Politically,  Mr. 
Brown  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  that  he  possesses 
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the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  community  is 
manifest  by  his  election  to  offices  of  honor  and  trust 
in  the  borough  of  Starrucca,  at  present  being  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  Enterprising  and 
public-spirited,  he  takes  an  active  part  in  all  move- 
ments for  the  advancement  of  his  town  and  countv. 

HENRY  NELSON  CATTERSON  (de- 
ceased) was  one  of  the  prominent  representatives 
of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He 
was  born  April  27,  1839,  a son  °f  John  ail<l  Ann 
(Stevens)  Catterson,  the  former  a native  of  Ire- 
land, the  latter  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county. 
The  father  was  about  four  years  old  when  brought 
by  his  parents  to  the  New  World,  and  made  his 
home  in  Philadelphia  until  nineteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  took  up  his  residence  upon  a farm  in  Sterl- 
ing township.  Elis  children  were  Anna,  now  the 
widow  of  Josiali  Curtis;  Martha,  widow  of  Robert 
Freer,  and  a resident  of  Wyoming,  Penn.;  Caro- 
line, who  married  Lansing  Gregory,  and  both  are 
now  deceased;  Sarah,  deceased  wife  of  William 
Martin,  a retired  citizen  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Mary, 
wife  of  George  Archibald,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Rob- 
ert, a soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  now  deceased ; John ; 
and  Henry  and  Dean,  both  deceased. 

Reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  Henry  N.  Cat- 
terson successfully  followed  farming  throughout 
life,  and  several  years  prior  to  his  marriage  he 
located  upon  the  present  farm  of  his  widow.  He 
made  it  one  of  the  most  highly  cultivated  and  de- 
sirable places  of  the  locality,  and  to  its  further  de- 
velopment and  cultivation  devoted  his  energies 
until  life’s  labors  were  over,  his  death  occurring 
September  10,  1896,  and  his  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Sterling  townsiiip  cemetery.  He  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Democracy,  and  was  hon- 
ored with  a number  of  local  offices,  including  those 
of  supervisor  and  school  director,  the  duties  of  which 
he  most  capably  discharged.  As  a citizen  he  was 
honorable,  prompt  and  true  to  every  engagement ; 
as  a man  he  held  the  honor  and  esteem  of  all  classes 
of  people,  and  as  a husband  and  father  was  worthy 
of  all  imitation. 

On  July  9,  1868,  at  Honesdale,  Mr.  Catterson 
was  married  by  Rev.  Judd,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
minister,  to  Miss  Vallonia  S.  Gorman,  and  to  them 
was  born  a daughter,  Ada  L.,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  W.  Adams,  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  in  Moscow,  Penn.  Mrs.  Catterson  is  a 
native  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  and  being 
a woman  of  unusual  business  ability  and  great  en- 
ergy, she  has  most  successfully  managed  the  farm 
since  her  husband’s  death.  She  now  rents  the 
place,  though  she  still  resides  thereon.  She  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Nobletown,  and  is  highly  respected  and 
esteemed  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  her  ac- 
quaintance. 

Julius  Gorman,  Mrs.  Catterson’s  father,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  a son  of  Daniel  and 


Catherine  (Bushnell)  Gorman,  who  were  also  born 
in  Connecticut,  and  in  an  early  day  came  to  Wayne 
county.,  Penn.,  where  they  spent  their  last  years. 
Julius  Gorman  was  a young  man  when  he  arrived 
in  Wayne  county,  and  here  he  married  Calista  Bid- 
well,  who  was  born  in  Salem  township.  Her  par- 
ents, William  and  Caroline  (Brown)  Bidwell,  were 
also  natives  of  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  where  Mr. 
Bidwell  owned  and  operated  a farm  of  100  acres. 
Mr.  Gorman  was  also  an  agriculturist,  and  a faith- 
ful member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  died  in  Sterling  township,  November  11,  1894, 
aged  seventy  years,  but  his  wife,  who  was  born 
in  February,  1829,  is  still  living,  and  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  children  in  that  township.  Mrs. 
Catterson  is  the  oldest  in  her  family,  the  others  be- 
ing as  follows:  Fidelia,  wife  of  John  Brown,  a 

farmer  of  Clay  County,  Neb.;  Mina,  wife  of  John 
Edler,  a farmer  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn. ; Linda,  wife  of  Marcus  Dubler,  a bricklayer 
of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Dayton  W.,  who  wedded 
Mary  Woodbridge,  and  is  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  bed  springs  in  Fitzgerald,  Georgia. 

CAPTAIN  THOMAS  C.  MADDEN,  an  hon- 
ored veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
is  successfully  engaged  in  farming,  and  is  also  serv- 
ing as  justice  of  the  peace,  was  born  in  Coolbaugh 
township  Monroe  county,  January  29,  1839,  and  is 
a son  of  William  and  Margaret  (O’Haren)  Madden, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  1827.  After 
spending  six  years  in  New  York,  they  became  resi- 
dents of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where  the  father 
died  in  December,  1873,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four 
years.  The  mother  then  went  to  Stroudsburg,  that 
county,  and  made  her  home  with  her  daughter, 
dying  there  in  June,  1892,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-seven  years.  Both  were  buried  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  cemetery  at  Stroudsburg.  The  father  was 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  his  community,  and 
was  called  upon  to  serve  in  a number  of  township 
offices. 

The  children  of  the  family  were  John,  a rail- 
road man,  who  died  in  Reading,  Penn.,  in  1894; 
Timothy,  a farmer  of  Wisconsin ; Catherine,  wife  of 
William  Girkin,  a retired  ironmolder  of  New  York; 
Mary,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; William,  who  lives 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and 
is  unmarried ; Ellen,  who  died  unmarried  in  1891 ; 
Margaret,  widow  of  J.  P.  Bennett  and  a resident 
of  Monroe  countv ; Elizabeth,  who  died  unmarried 
at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years;  Anna  L.,  who  began 
teaching  school  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  was 
principal  of  a school  in  New  York  twelve  years,  and 
is  now  living  in  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; and  Thomas 
C.  completes  the  family. 

Capt.  Madden  remained  on  the  home  farm  with 
his  parents  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  Hunterdon  county,  N.  J.,  where  he  was 
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employed  on  a farm  for  four  years.  Returning  to 
Monroe  county,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  there 
engaged  in  lumbering  for  a year  and  a half,  and 
he  spent  the  following  three  years  in  Pike  county. 
He  then  came  to  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  worked  on  a farm  for  one  year,  but  at 
the  end  of  that  time  laid  aside  civil  pursuits  in  order 
to  aid  his  country  in  her  struggle  to  preserve  the 
Union.  On  November  2,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  67th  P.  V.  I.,  which  was  first  commanded 
by  Joseph  Altemus  and  after  his  death  by  Peter 
Marsh.  From  Sterling,  Penn.,  Capt.  Madden  went 
with  his  regiment  to  Maryland,  where  they  did 
guard  duty  until  the  spring  of  1863,  when  they  were 
attached  to  the  Third  Brigade  of  Gen.  Milroy’s 
Division,  and  later  to  Pickett’s  Division,  Sixth 
Corps,  under  Gen.  Wright.  Among  the  engage- 
ments in  which  our  subject  participated  were  the 
battles  of  Winchester,  Mine  Run,  Petersburg,  Sail- 
or’s Creek  and  Appomattox,  and  he  was  wounded  at 
the  first  named,  “September  19,  1864,  by  a minie  ball 
in  the  left  foot,  being  for  four  months  confined 
in  the  Satterlee  Hospital,  West  Philadelphia.  With 
4,000  others  he  was  captured  at  Winchester,  Va., 
June  15,  1863,  and  for  thirty-four  days  was  im- 
prisoned at  Belle  Isle,  but  was  finally  paroled  on 
July  19,  at  Richmond,  Va.  For  meritorious  con- 
duct on  field  of  battle  he  was  rapidly  promoted, 
being  made  sergeant,  in  February,  1862 ; orderly 
sergeant  in  February,  1863;  second  lieutenant  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1865;  first  lieutenant  April  10,  1865; 
and  captain  June  4,  1865.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Hall’s  Hill,  Va.,  July  14,  1865,  as  the 
war  had  ended,  and  he  then  returned  to  Wayne 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  lumbering  in  Lehigh 
township  the  following  winter.  The  following  six 
months  he  followed  the  same  pursuit  in  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  and  then  removed  to  Pike  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering  until 
1873,  in  which  year  he  located  upon  his  present 
farm  in  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county.  Here 
he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits. 

In  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  on  May 
14,  1868,  Capt.  Madden  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Wolf,  by  whom  he  has  had  five  children,  namely : 
Horace  B.,  deceased;  William  D.,  who  married 
Mira  Waltz,  and  is  now  working  in  Pike  county, 
Penn.;  Anna  L.,  wife  of  William  Salathe,  a farmer 
and  butcher  of  Newfoundland,  Wayne  county;  and 
Harry  T.  and  Franklin  A.,  both  at  home.  ’ Mrs. 
Madden  was  born  in  Dreher  township,  November 
18,  1847,  a daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Lee) 
Wolf,  and  a granddaughter  of  David  and  Christina 
Wolf,  who  emigrated  from  Germany  to  America 
in  1824,  and  first  settled  in  Easton,  Penn.  Leaving 
his  family  at  that  place  the  grandfather  came  to 
Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm,  and  while  clearing  his  land  was 
killed  by  a falling  tree.  His  family  were  then  sent 
for,  and  afterward  made  their  home  here.  Mrs. 
Madden’s  father  was  also  a native  of  the  Father- 


land, and  was  five  years  old  when  brought  to  the 
United  States  by  his  parents.  He  grew  to  man-  1 
hood  in  Dreher  township,  and  there  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  throughout  life.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Lee,  a native  of  Wayne  county,  and 
a daughter  of  Thomas  and  Maria  Lee,  who  were 
born  in  Ireland  and  were  among  the  earliest  settlers 
of  Wayne  county,  coming  here  on  horseback  and 
carrying  their  furniture  with  them.  Mr.  Wolf  died 
in  May,  1873,  aged  forty-nine  years,  his  wife  De- 
cember 8,  1897,  aged  seventy-three.  Both  were 
earnest  and  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
Evangelical  Church,  and  he  held  a number  of 
township  offices.  Their  children  were  Mary  E., 
wife  of  our  subject;  John  A.,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried Adelaide  Bartleson;  William  E.,  who  died 
when  young;  Anna  L.,  wife  of  Samuel  Simons,  a 
farmer  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county ; and 
Sarah  J.,  wife  of  William  Gilpin,  a farmer  of  the 
same  township. 

Socially  Capt.  Madden  is  an  honored  member 
of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  Wallenpaupack  Lodge,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  and  religiously  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  His  political  support  is  given 
the  men  and  measures  of  the -Republican  party,  and 
he  has  been  honored  with  various  township  offices, 
being  first  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace  in 
1886,  and  since  then  holding  that  position  continu- 
ously to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public. 

HANFORD  KNAPP,  a well-known  furniture 
dealer  and  undertaker,  is  prominent  among  the  en- 
ergetic, enterprising  and  successful  business  men 
of  Equinunk,  Wayne  county.  He  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Montgomery,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  1, 
1849,  a son  °£  James  and  Harriet  Knapp,  and  great- 
grandson  of  John  and  Mary  Knapp,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  at  an  early  day  became  residents  of 
the  Empire  State.  The  father  was  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Orange  county,  and  th-roughout  his  active 
business  life  followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
near  the  town  of  Montgomery,  where  he  died  in 
1873.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  Jan- 
uary, 1885. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  nine 
children:  (1)  William  H.,  born  near  Newburg, 

Canterbury,  Orange  county,  married  Rachel  J. 
Smith,  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  and  made  his 
home  in  Newburg,  where  he  died  in  1888,  and 
where  his  widow  is  still  living.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  was  a member  of  the  169th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  was 
later  a member  of  Ellis  Post,  Newburg,  N.  Y. 
He  had  two  sons : Charles,  now  a resident  of 

Nyack,  N.  Y. ; and  George,  who  died  at  the  home 
of  his  mother  in  1897.  (2)  Helen  M.  married 

Samuel  C.  Higby,  of  Orange  county,  where  he  died 
some  years  ago,  leaving  a widow,  who  now  makes 
her  home  in  Equinunk,  Penn.,  and  three  children — • 
Newton,  of  Orange  county ; James  K.,  of  Denver, 
Col. ; and  Mrs.  Laura  Puff,  a widow,  who  lives 
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with  her  son  Clyde  in  Equinunk.  (3)  Walter  H. 
makes  his  home  in  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  is  now  living  retired.  He  mar- 
ried Martha  J.  Dickinson,  of  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  two  children : Mary,  wife  of  Alexander 

Merritt,  of  Middletown ; and  Nelson,  who  married 
Julia  Christ,  of  Middletown,  and  has  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  undertaking  business.  (4)  James  F. 
wedded  Mary  Duffy,  of  Walden,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  they  now  live  in  Newburg.  (5)  Lavina 
married  Benjamin  H.  Downs,  of  Orange  county, 
where  they  made  their  home  until  called  from  this 
life,  his  death  occurring  in  1878,  ana  hers  later. 
They  left  a family  of  six  children,  namely  : John  J., 
who  married  Lizzie  Mould  and  lives  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. ; Benjamin;  Nelson;  Hattie,  Mrs.  Edward 
Wood,  of  Buffalo;  and  Eliza  and  Frank,  who  died 
in  youth.  Of  these  children,  Benjamin  is  also  mar- 
ried and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  at  Montgomery. 
(6)  John  Nelson  enlisted  during  the  Civil  war  in 
Company  I,  124th  N.  Y.  V.  L,  which  regiment  was 
called  the  “Orange  Blossom.”  He  died  unmarried 
in  October,  1867.  (7)  Emily  F.  married  William 

F.  Carvey,  of  Orange  county,  where  they  died  a 
few  years  ago.  Their  children  were:  John,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Orange  county;  Helen,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  and  Charles.  (8) 
Edwin  married  Miss  Thomas  Lena  Armstrong,  of 
New  York  City,  and  they  make  their  home  in 
Orange  county.  They  have  two  children  : Edwin, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  New  York  ; and  Mary  E. 

Hanford  Knapp,  who  completes  the  family, 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
While  a young  man  he  engaged  in  the  marble  busi- 
ness in  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  and  on  selling  out  in 
1884  came  to  Equinunk,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  enter- 
ing the  store  of  H.  N.  Farley  as  clerk.  Under 
that  gentleman  he  was  appointed  deputy  postmaster 
and  served  as  such  for  nine  years.  After  his  mar- 
riage, in  1885,  he  purchased  the  undertaking  and 
furniture  establishment  of  E.  S.  Budd,  which  he  has 
since  successfully  conducted,  largely  increasing  his 
stock  until  it  is  now  worth  several  thousand  dol- 
lars. A man  of  keen  perception,  of  great  sagacity, 
and  of  unbounded  enterprise,  he  has  steadily  ad- 
vanced on  the  road  to  prosperity,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Equinunk. 

On  November  25,  1885,  Mr.  Knapp  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Deborah  Lloyd,  of  Equinunk, 
a daughter  of  Anthony  and  Martha  Lloyd.  Her 
father,  who  was  one  of  the  early  lumbermen  and 
very  prominent  citizens  of  Wayne  county,  gave 
her  the  beautiful  home  which  she  and  her  husband 
now  occupy,  it  being'  one  of  the  finest  residences  in 
the  village.  She  was  provided  with  an  excellent 
musical  education,  and  is  now  the  organist  at  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Equinunk,  of  which 
she  and  her  husband  are  leading  members.  In  his 
political  affiliations  Mr.  Knapp  is  a Republican, 
and  he  is  now  serving  as  town  clerk  and  town  treas- 
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urer,  having  filled  the  latter  office  for  the  past  three 
years.  His  strict  integrity  and  honorable  dealing 
in  business  commend  him  to  the  confidence  of  all ; 
his  pleasant  manner  wins  him  friends;  and  he  is 
one  of  the  popular  and  honored  citizens  of  Equi- 
nunk. 

Usial  Knapp,  great-uncle  of  our  subject,  was 
one  of  Washington's  life  guards,  and  served  all 
through  the  war.  At  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  over  ninety  years  old,  he  was  buried 
at  Washington’s  headquarters,  Newburg,  N.  Y. — 
the  last  of  those  loyal  guards. 

( 

GEORGE  E.  MILLER,  a prominent  and 
highly  progressive  citizen  of  Wayne  county,  ranks 
among  the  prosperous,  well-to-do  agriculturists  of 
Lake  township. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  January  20,  1862,  on  his 
present  farm,  a son  of  John  B.  and  Nancy  (Stone) 
Miller,  natives  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  Luzerne  county,  respectively,  in  which  latter 
county  they  were  married.  The  father,  who  was 
born  August  4,  1816,  died  April  10,  1875,  and  was 
buried  at  Chapmantown,  Lake  township.  He  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  1842  came  to  the 
farm  whereon  his  son,  our  subject,  now  lives,  but 
he  had  worked  it  some  four  years  prior  to  coming 
to  the  place,  building  thereon  a small  house  and 
barn.  When  he  first  arrived,  he  found  his  nearest 
neighbor  was  George  Doebell,  about  two  miles  dis- 
tant. In  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  His  widow 
was  born  January  18, 1819,  and  now  makes  her  home 
with  her  son,  George  E.  She  is  a member  of 
Palmyra  Baptist  Church,  as  was  also  her  husband. 
The  following  is  a brief  record  of  their  children: 
Maraldia  L.,  born  February  17,  1843,  married  Silas 
C.  Clark,  a farmer  of  Chapmantown,  Lake  town- 
ship ; Jerusha,  born  July  19,  1844,  married  Benjamin 
F.  West,  a tanner,  of  Canaan  township,  and  died 
in  November,  1879;  Mary  E.,  born  October  5,  1848, 
married  James  A.  Wiley,  a farmer  of  Lake  town- 
ship, Wayne  county;  John  J.,  born  November  19, 
1851,  died  July  27,  1882;  Judson  C.,  born  Septem- 
ber 11,  1857,  died  March  28,  1858;  and  George  E., 
who  is  the  youngest. 

Elijah  Miller,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  came  from  Connecticut  to  Wayne  county  at 
an  early  day  and  died  there ; he  served  as  a soldier 
throughout  the  Revolutionary  war.  Jesse  and 
Margaret  (Bishop)  Miller,  the  grandparents  of 
George  E.,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Long 
Island,  respectively,  and  came  to  Wayne  county 
prior  to  their  marriage.  Their  family  of  children 
was  as  follows:  Volney  P.,  John  B.  (father  of  our 
subject),  Jesse,  Joseph  and  Jason,  all  now  de- 
ceased. James  Stone,  the  maternal  great-grand- 
father of  George  E.,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island, 
whence  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  and  followed 
farming  pursuits  in  Luzerne  county.  By  his  wife, 
Perlona  (Greene),  who  was  also  of  Rhode  Island, 
he  had  children  as  follows : Merritte,  who  died  in 

Luzerne  county ; Lemuel,  who  died  in  Wayne  coun- 
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ty;  Robert  who  died  in  Luzerne  county;  Nancy, 
mother  of  our  subject ; and  Alfred  and  Emory,  both 
farmers  in  Luzerne  county.  By  his  second  wife, 
Catherine  (Ackley),  he  had  children  named  re- 
spectively : Henry,  Benira,  Samuel,  Byron,  Mario, 
Eliza  A.,  and  Melissa,  all  now  deceased  except  Sam- 
uel and  Mario,  and  all  married,  except  the  last  two 
named. 

On  October  3,  1884,  at  Dunmore,  Penn.,  by 
Rev.  Steven  Elwell,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minis- 
ter, George  E.  Miller  was  married  to  Miss  Joanna 
Foster,  who  was  born  May  20,  1868,  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  a daughter  of  Timothy  Foster,  a miner, 
of  Dunmore ; her  mother  died  young.  The  children 
by  this  union  are  five  in  number,  their  names  and 
dates  of  birth  being  as  follows : Margaret  G.,  July 
9,  1885;  Myra  C.,  August  22,  1886;  Mary  E.,  June 
27,  1888;  Elmer  C.,  August  11,  1890;  and  Myrtle, 
September  12,  1893.  Mr.  Miller  is  an  excellent 
neighbor  and  friend,  and  a loyal  useful  citizen.  In 
politics,  he  is  a Republican,  and  served  as  school 
director  one  term ; in  religious  faith  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  Jones  Lake  Baptist  Church. 

WILLIAM  H.  STODDART  is  a well-known 
general  farmer  of  Lehman  township,  Pike  county, 
who  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  community  for  several  years,  and  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  its  advancement  and 
prosperity.  As  an  agriculturist  he  has  materially 
aided  in  the  development  of  this  region,  and  as  a 
citizen  gives  his  support  to  all  measures  calculated 
to  prove  of  public  benefit. 

Mr.  Stoddart  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Au- 
gust 17,  1844,  a son  of  William  and  Margaret 
(Simpson)  Stoddart,  both  natives  of  Scotland. 
William  Stoddart  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  New  York  City,  where  he  followed 
his  trade,  that  of  a mason,  which  he  had  learned 
in  his  native  land.  He  also  engaged  in  the  flagstone 
business,  and  was  a man  of  prominence  in  the  busi- 
ness world.  He  died  in  the  metropolis  in  1881, 
aged  sixty-nine  years  and  four  months,  his  wife  in 
1879,  aged  sixty-one  years,  and  both  were  laid  to 
rest  in  New  York  Bay  cemetery.  They  were  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the 
father  was  a Republican  in  politics.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows : Elizabeth  G.  is  the  wife  of 

William  Farmer,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Agnes  }.  is 
the  wife  of  William  Patchel,  who  is  extensively 
engaged  in  the  sawdust  business  in  New  York 
City;  Margaret  married  John  Gladhill,  but  both 
are  now  deceased ; William  H.  is  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Mary  is  the  widow  of  William  Johnson, 
of  Brooklyn ; John  A.,  deceased,  married  Florence 
Innes;  Adam  G.,  a boss  brick  layer,  of  New  York 
City,  married  a Miss  Hardy,  of  that  city;  Jessie  is 
the  wife  of  Robert  J.  Campbell;  and  Isabella,  de- 
ceased, married  John  McGowan. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  William  LI.  Stod- 
dart began  keeping  books  for  his  father,  and  three 
years  later  located  upon  the  latter’s  farm  in  Lehman 


township,  Pike  county,  which  he  successfully  oper- 
ated until  1884,  when  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
in  the  same  township.  He  has  not  confined  his  at- 
tention alone  to  agricultural  pursuits,  as  he  con- 
ducted a restaurant  at  Bushkill  for  three  years,  from 

1875  to  1877  inclusive,  and  for*  nine  years,  from 

1876  to  1884,  ran  a butcher’s  wagon.  He  has  met 
with  a fair  degree  of  success  in  his  undertakings, 
and  is  now  quite  well-to-do. 

On  February  4,  1869,  in  Pike  county,  Mr. 
Stoddart  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna 
L.  Cole,  by  whom  he  has  had  five  children,  namely : 
William  F.,  at  home;  John  A.,  who  married  Mar- 
garet M.  Sutton,  and  .now  lives  in  Newton,  N.  J. ; 
and  Alexander,  Elizabeth  G.  and  Samuel  T.,  all  at 
home.  Mrs.  Stoddart  was  born  in  Newburg,  N. 
Y.,  September  12,  1851.  Her  parents,  David  and 
Sarah  (Snyder)  Cole,  were  natives  of  Orange  and 
Ulster  counties,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  the  former  county.  In  1859  they  came  to 
Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  located  in  Lehman  town- 
ship, where  they  ever  afterward  made  their  home. 
The  father,  who  was  a stone  mason  and  plasterer 
by  trade,  died  in  March,  1886,  aged  seventy  years, 
and  was  buried  at  Bushkill.  The  mother,  who  was 
born  January  2,  1823,  now  resides  in  Bushkill. 
Their  children  were : John  B.,  who  died  ‘in  the 

army;  Alonzo,  deceased;  Anna  L.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Lydia  and  Olive,  both  deceased;  David,  who 
married  Mary  McGowan  and  resides  in  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y. ; Fanny,  wife  of  Samuel  N.  Dwee,  of  Mill- 
brook,  N.  J. ; Priscilla,  deceased  wife  of  Fletcher 
Fuller;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Buslmell  La  Bar;  and 
Lorenda,  deceased.  Mrs.  Stoddart’s  paternal 
grandfather,  Jacob  Cole,  was  a native  of  Ulster 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life;  and 
her  maternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Rumelfield)  Snyder,  the  former  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of  Germany. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Stoddart  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  has  taken  quite  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  local  politics.  He  has  served 
as  assessor  of  his  township,  off  and  on,  for  a quar- 
ter of  a century ; tax  collector  two  terms ; school 
director  four  tdrms ; and  township  clerk  seven 
terms.  Although  not  a member  of  the  congregation,, 
he  has  been  trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Bushkill  for  the  past  five  terms,  and  his 
fellow-citizens  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  his 
integrity  and  honesty.  He  has  ever  been  found 
faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  whether 
public  or  private,  and  those  who  know  him  best 
are  numbered  among  his  warmest  friends. 

FREDERICK  HASER,  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Greene  township, 
Pike  county,  was  born  in  Germany,  March  9,  1855, 
but  during  his  infancy  was  brought  to  America  by 
his  parents,  Adam  and  Christina  (Lalerbacht) 
Haser,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Ger- 
many. The  mother  was  a native  of  Prussia,  and 
there  her  husband  followed  the  trade  of  a wheel- 
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wright.  On  reaching  the  New  World,  the  parents 
of  our  subject  came  direct  to  Greene  township, 
Pike  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  November  5,  1885. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  September,  1891.  The 
children  born  to  them  were  Maggie,  who  died  in 
Greene  township  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ; 
Frederick,  of  this  sketch ; "Annie,  deceased  wife  of 
Frederick  Krieger,  of  Greene  township ; Caroline, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years ; Christina,  de- 
ceased wife  of  William  Haag,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work ; and  Henry,  who  died  in 
Greene  township,  January  8,  1898,  leaving  a wife 
and  family. 

As  soon  as  old  enough,  Frederick  Flaser  began 
to  assist  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home 
farm,  and  soon  became  thoroughly  familiar  with 
every  department  of  farm  work.  Therefore  on 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  years,  he  was  a skilled  and  systematic  agri- 
culturist. He  is  now  the  owner  of  a farm  of  100 
acres  in  Greene  township,  thirty-five  of  which  are 
serviceable  for  pasture  and  the  raising  of  grain. 
Here  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  both  general 
farming  and  lumbering. 

O11  November  16,  1882,  in  Greene  township, 
Mr.  Haser  was  married  by  Rev.  Charles  Menigh, 
a Moravian  minister,  to  Miss  Louisa  Uhl,  a daugh- 
ter of  Christian  and  Barbara  (Gravor)  Uhl.  The 
father,  a general  farmer  and  lumberman,  of  Greene 
township,  was  born  in  Germany,  April  25,  1833, 
a son  of  Jacob  and  Christiana  Uhl,  also  natives  of 
Germany,  who  are  now  deceased,  the  former  dying 
in  1880,  at  the  age  of  .seventy-seven  years,  the  lat- 
ter in  1877,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  Christian 
was  the  oldest  of  their  children,  the  others  being 
Jacob,  who  died  in  Peoria,  111.,  in  1894;  and  Conrad, 
Elizabeth  and  Philippina,  who  all  died  in  Germany. 
Christian  Uhl  is  one  of  the  leading  and  prominent 
citizens  of  his  community,  and  for  five  years  most 
ably  served  as  supervisor  of  his  township.  He  is 
an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  a member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  for  the  past 
thirty  years  has  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
on  April  25,  1858,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara 
C.  Gravor,  and  the  children  born  to  them  are  as 
follows : Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  John  Burrus, 
a farmer  and  lumberman  of  Greene  township,  Pike 
county;  George,  who  married  Esther  Pasholt,  and 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  the  same  township ; Louisa, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Charles,  deceased;  Peter,  who 
married  Christina  Young  and  follows  farming  in 
Greene  township ; Barbara,  wife  of  Charles  E. 
Brink,  an  agriculturist  of  the  same  township  ; Linda, 
a resident  of  Delaware  Water  Gap ; John,  who  is 
employed  in  a hotel  at  Tobyhanna,  Monroe  county; 
and  Jacob,  Carrie  and  Christian,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haser  have  a family  of  five  chil- 
dren, whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  fol- 
lows : Carrie,  October  8,  1883 ; Lizzie,  September 

18,  1885;  Fred,  July  23,  1888;  Laura,  December 


18,  1890;  and  Virgie,  October  1,  1895.  The 
parents  are  both  earnest  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Moravian  Church  at  Newfoundland,  Penn., 
and  socially,  Mr.  Haser  has  been  a member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  seventeen 
years.  His  political  support  is  always  given  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Democracy. 

PHILIP  H.  REINING,  ex-commissioner  of 
Wayne  county,  and  a prominent  and  representative 
farmer  and  lumber  merchant  residing  in  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  was  born  May  9,  1845,  ai  Ger- 
many, of  which  country  his  parents,  Jacob  and 
Catherine  Reining,  were  also  natives.  They  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1847,  locating  first  in  New 
York  State,  and  a few  years  later  the  paternal 
grandfather,  Philip  Reining,  also  crossed  the  At- 
lantic, spending  his  last  days  in  Wayne  county, 
Penn.  It  was  about  1855  that  our  subject’s  parents 
came  to  Wayne  county  and  took  up  their  residence 
upon  a farm  in  Berlin  township,  where  the  father 
died  in  1885,  aged  sixty-three  years,  and  the  mother 
four  years  later,  aged  seventy  years,  the  remains 
of  both  being  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Indian 
Orchard,  Wayne  county.  The  father  was  quite 
a prominent  member  of  his  community,  and  was 
elected  to  a number  of  local  offices  of  honor  and 
trust.  In  the  family  were  only  three  sons : Philip 

H.,  of  this  sketch ; George,  who  died  in  Wayne 
county;  and  John,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead 
at  Beach  Lake. 

Until  twelve  years  of  age,  Philip  H.  Reining 
lived  upon  the  home  farm,  when  he  began  working 
for  neighboring  farmers,  being  thus  employed  for 
four  years.  Prompted  by  the  love  he  bore  his 
adopted  country,  he  enlisted  in  December,  1861, 
for  three  years,  in  Company  C,  112th  Penn.  H. 
Artillery,  under  Capt.  J.  Logan,  and  later  under 
Capt.  Charles  Dunkelsburg.  The  company  was 
stationed  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  most  of  the 
time  Mr.  Reining  was  connected  with  the  quar- 
termaster’s department.  Fortunately  he  was  never 
wounded,  and  in  February,  1865,  was  honorably 
discharged.  Returning  to  Wayne  county,  he 
worked  at  lumbering  and  farming  for  C.  P.  Waller 
& Co.,  for  five  years,  never  losing  a day  during  that 
time.  He  then  purchased  140  acres  of  his  present 
farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  at  $32.50  per 
acre,  and  to  it  has  since  added  tracts  of  106  acres, 
forty  acres  and  54  acres,  making  in  all  340  acres 
of  valuable  and  highly  productive  land,  which  he 
has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
improved  with  good  and  substantial  buildings. 

In  April,  1864,  Mr.  Reining  was  married  in 
Maryland,  near  Washington,  D.  C.,  to  Miss  Emma 
Land',  a Baptist  minister  officiating,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  four  children,  namely : William, 

who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  months ; Philip, 
Jr.,  who  assists  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm 
and  is  now  serving  as  tax  collector  of  Cherry  Ridge 
township ; and  Anna  C.  and  Charles  W.,  both  at 
home.  Mrs.  Reining  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 


1572 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Penn.,  July  20,  1845,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna 
M.  (Phipps)  Land,  natives  of  Montgomery  county, 
this  State,  where  the  paternal  grandparents,  Jacob 
and  Catherine  Land,  farming  people,  both  died. 
Her  maternal  grandparents,  Jonathan  and  Mary 
(Curtiner)  Phipps,  were  born  in  Montgomery 
county,  where  the  former  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  many  years,  but  they  spent  their  last 
days  in  retirement  at  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Rein- 
ing’s  father  enlisted  as  a private  on  the  President’s 
call  for  three  months’  men  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  later  re-enlisted  in  Company  D,  112th  Penn. 
Heavy  Artillery.  He  was  a sawyer  by  trade,  and  re- 
moved to  New  York  City,  where  he  worked  on  the 
elevated  railroad,  dying  there  in  1887,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three  years.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  Fernwood  cemetery,  Philadelphia.  He  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mrs. 
Land,  who  was  born  June  25,  1818,  now  finds  a 
pleasant  home  with  Mrs.  Reining,  her  only  child, 
and  is  still  quite  bright  and  active  for  one  of  her 
years. 

Mr.  Reining  is  unswerving  in  his  support  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
most  creditably  served  his  fellow-citizens  as  school 
director  and  county  commissioner,  being  elected  to 
the  latter  office  in  1889.  He  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  with  nothing  but  his  own  indomitable  en- 
ergy, and  his  accumulation  of  this  world’s  goods  is 
attributable  to  his  sound  judgment,  industry  and 
perseverance.  With  signal  consistency  it  may  be 
said  that  he  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  and 
one  whose  success  amply  justifies  the  application 
of  the  somewhat  hackneyed  but  most  expressive 
title,  “a  self-made  man.”  His  elegant  home  is  up 
to  date  in  all  its  appointments,  and  there  hospitality 
reigns  supreme. 

ANTHONY  DE  LA  FONTAINE,  an  hon- 
ored and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Quebec, 
Canada,  March  30,  1829,  a son  of  Anthony  and 
Theresa  (Lungavel)  De  La  Fontaine,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  country  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  time  they  visited  our  subject  at  Carbon- 
dale,  Pennsylvania. 

The  father,  who  was  a gardener  and  a man  of 
considerable  prominence  in  his  community,  died  in 
Montreal,  in  1851,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years, 
and  the  mother  died  in  the  same  place  in  April, 
1877,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  Both  were  com- 
municants of  the  Catholic  Church.  They  had  seven 
children,  our  subject  being  now  the  only  survivor; 
Josephine,  who  (first)  married  Dennis  Yando  and 
(second)  Joseph  Grislon,  and  died  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  in  1897 ; Anthony,  our 
subject;  Louis,  who  died  in  Canada;  Lenora,  wife 
of  Jerome  Latour  ; Philomene,  wife  of  Charles  Ves- 
sure;  Julia,  wife  of  John  Callestine;  and  Leo.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Geal  and 
(Decanet)  De  La  Fontaine,  who  were  born 


in  France,  and  in  1759  emigrated  to  Quebec,  and 
the  grandfather  took  up  arms  against  the  French 
in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  becoming  one  of 
Gen.  Wolfe’s  staff  officers.  Later  he  served  as 
body  guard  to  the  king.  He  was  very  wealthy  and 
influential,  and  had  a pew  in  the  Cathedral  at 
Quebec. 

In  early  life  Mr.  De  La  Fontaine  drove  a cab 
in  Canada,  but  in  1849  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  for  six  years  worked  in  a machine  shop  in  Car- 
bondale,  Penn.,  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Rail- 
road Co.  In  their  employ  he  ran  a stationary 
engine  for  seventeen  years,  and  remained  with  them 
until  locating  upon  his  present  farm  in  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  in  April,  1880.  It 
comprises  105  acres  of  well-improved  and  valuable 
land,  which  he  successfully  operated  as  long  as  his 
health  permitted,  but  for  the  past  two  years  he  has 
been  confined  to  the  house  by  some  disease,  which 
the  doctors  do  not  thoroughly  understand,  though 
it  seems  to  be  stomach  trouble.  He  suffers  con- 
stantly, but  his  mind  is  still  bright  and  active.  He 
Is  a supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is 
widely  known  and  highly  esteemed. 

In  Carbondale  Mr.  De  La  Fontaine  was  mar- 
ried, January  11,  1855,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Hallock,  who 
since  her  husband’s  illness  has  most  successfully 
managed  the  farm  and  attended  to  his  business  in- 
terests, in  which  she  has  displayed  remarkable 
ability.  She  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
is  kind  and  generous  to  those  about  her,  and  makes 
many  friends.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  La  Fontaine 
were  born  two  children:  (1)  John,  a farmer  of 

Clifford  township,  married  Fanny  Goodrich,  and 
they  had  two  children,  Raymond,  and  Lenora,  de- 
ceased. (2)  Lenora  married  George  Breece,  a 
conductor  on  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Railroad,  re- 
siding in  Carbondale,  and  died  leaving  four  chil- 
dren: Willis,  Willard,  Leon,  and  Glenn  (who 

resides  with  his  grandparents). 

Mrs.  De  La  Fontaine  was  born  in  Providence, 
Penn.,  August  21,  1829,  and  first  married  Peter 
Hallock,  by  whom  she  had  three  children.  ( 1 ) 
Mary  is  now  the  widow  of  Wright  Campbell,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children,  Wright  and  Gertrude, 
and  now  resides  in  Carbondale.  (2)  Emma  is  the 
wife  of  Andrew  Lindsley,  of  Jermyn,  Penn.,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Nellie,  Sarah  and  Nettie. 
(3)  Charles  P.,  a resident  of  Carbondale,  married 
Lydia  Smith,  and  has  one  daughter.  Mrs.  De  La 
Fontaine  has  five  great-grandchildren.  Her  parents 
were  William  and  Hannah  (Rivenburg)  Connor, 
the  former  a native  of  Drinker’s  Beach,  Luzerne 
Co.,  Penn.,  the  latter  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y. 
They  spent  their  last  days  with  their  children  in 
Scranton,  where  the  father  died  in  May,  1867,  aged 
sixty-six  years,  the  mother  September  17,  1882, 
aged  eighty-three.  Their  family  consisted  of 
Mahala,  widow  of  Patrick  Grattan,  and  a resident 
of  Carbondale;  Miner,  deceased;  Sarah,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Lucy,  widow  of  James  Higgins,  and 
a resident  of  Greenridge,  Penn. ; Hannah,  wife  of 
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Lan  Rolls,  of  Grassy  Island,  Penn. ; Archelia,  wife 
of  Ulysses  Campbell,  of  Scranton ; and  Jane,  wife 
of  Edward  Shaffer,  of  South  Canaan,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. Mrs.  De  La  Fontaine’s  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Connor,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  and  her  maternal  grandfather,  Ja- 
cob Rivenburg,  who  was  born  in  Dutchess  county, 
N.  Y.,  died  in  Lackawanna  county,  Pennsylvania. 

JACOB  LOUIS  KEEN,  a venerable  gentle- 
man of  over  ninety  years  of  age,  who  has  played 
well  his  part  in  the  development  of  the  country  of 
Wayne  county,  which  has  been  going  on  through 
his  little  less  than  eighty-five  years’  residence  here, 
was,  during  his  active,  busy  life,  one  of  the  substan- 
tial men  and  leading  farmers  of  Canaan  township. 

Born  May  15,  1809,  in  the  village  of  Mechan- 
icsville,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Keen  is  the  son 
of  Capt.  Mathias  Keen.  The  Keen  family,  it  is 
thought,  is  of  German  origin,  their  ancestor  having 
emigrated  two  centuries  ago.  Jacob  Keen,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  resided  in  Virginia, 
and  was  likely  a native  of  that  State,  as  was  also 
his  son,  Capt.  Mathias  Keen,  who  went  from  Vir- 
ginia to  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  About  1801  he 
moved  to  New  York  City,  and  for  two  years  was 
engaged  in  the  draying  business.  He  then  returned 
to  Orange  county,  and  for  a time  was  at  Middle- 
ton  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  but  he  later  sold 
out,  and  going  to  Mechanicsville,  bought  a farm. 
Unfortunately  he  lost  this  through  having  indorsed 
paper  for  others,  the  farm  being  sold  under  a mort- 
gage. He  then  moved  to  Milford,  Pike  Co.,  Penn., 
and  for  several  years  worked  at  the  mason’s  trade. 
In  February,  1815,  he  moved  to  what  was  then  Elk 
Forest,  now  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  and 
here  purchased  200  acres  of  land  in  its  primitive 
state,  which  included  Canoe  Pond,  which  he  in- 
tended to  convert  into  a mill  site.  In  the  fall  of 
1814,  he  had,  with  the  help  of  a hired  man,  built 
on  his  land  a log  house,  or  cabin,  of  the  most  sim- 
ple pattern  possible ; it  had  a bark  roof,  and  for 
doors  suspended  blankets  were  used.  To  get  to  it 
he  drove  through  the  lumber  roads  and  part  of  the 
way  through  an  unbroken  wilderness.  Their  house- 
hold goods  and  the  family  were  drawn  in  a sleigh, 
and  while  it  was  being  unloaded  Mrs.  Keen,  who 
sat  in  the  sleigh,  could  not  keep  back  the  tears — 
so  dreary  and  wild  appeared  what  was  to  be  their 
new  home.  They  at  once  began  the  improvement 
of  the  surroundings,  but  soon  after  their  arrival 
Mr.  Keen  was  badly  wounded  by  the  accidental  dis- 
charge of  a rifle  while  hunting.  Among  their  im- 
provements was  a log  dam  built  across  the  outlet 
of  the  pond,  thereby  raising  the  water  ten  feet. 
In  1816  he  completed  the  gristmill  commenced  the 
year  previous,  and  this  supplied  a want  which  had 
been  deeply  felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  sur- 
rounding country  for  many  miles.  The  stones  for 
the  mill  were  obtained  in  the  mountains  and  shaped 
by  Mr.  Keen’s  own  labor.  In  1830  the  gristmill 
was  torn  down  and  a sawmill  built  in  its  place.  Mr. 


Keen  being  by  trade  a stone  mason  worked  at  it 
after  coming  to  Canaan.  He  had  charge  of  the 
building  of  the  locks  on  the  Lehigh  canal  at  Easton. 
He  also  built  the  lock  at  Durham  on  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal,  and  the  locks  on  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
son canal.  While  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  he 
raised  a company  of  militia  called  the  “Republican 
Blues,”  of  which  he  was  made  captain.  He  became 
proficient  in  military  drill,  and  on  his  arrival  in 
Wayne  county  he  took  an  active  interest  in  military 
affairs,  and  was  commissioned,  by  Gov.  Snyder, 
captain  of  the  Eighth  Company,  103d  Pennsylvania 
Militia.  Capt.  Keen  was  an  ardent  Free  Mason, 
and  in  1816  was  installed  worshipful  master  of 
Freedom  Lodge,  No.  147,  of  Bethany,  and  he  was 
its  first  master.  Politically,  he  was  an  ardent  Demo- 
crat of  the  Jackson  type.  He  held  at  various  times 
township  offices. 

Capt.  Keen  was  twice  married,  marrying  his 
first  wife,  a Miss  Muzzy,  at  Dolsontown  before  leav- 
ing Orange  county  for  New  York  City,  as  stated 
in  the  foregoing.  Two  children — Jane  and  George 
— blessed  this  union.  His  second  marriage  was 
with  Ann  Reeves  and  their  children  were:  Julia, 

James,  Mathias,  Elvira,  Mary,  Jacob  Louis  (our 
subject),  Ann,  Catherine,  Rosetta,  Louisa  and 
Elizabeth.  Capt.  Keen  died  January  9,  1835. 

Jacob  Louis  Keen,  who  was  a lad  of  only  five 
years  when  the  family  settled  in  Canaan  township, 
recalls  many  incidents  of  his  boyhood  in  the 
primeval  forest.  He  remembers  his  father  bring- 
ing fire  from  the  last  neighbor’s  house  three  miles 
from  his  home.  There  were  no  matches  in  Canaan 
then.  He  was  reared  amid  rural  surroundings  and 
found  plenty  of  hard  work  to  be  done  in  clearing 
away  the  forests  and  improving  the  land.  Through 
the  winter  season  he  attended  the  primitive  schools 
of  that  day  in  which,  however,  he  obtained  a fair 
education.  On  the  death  of  his  father  Jacob  pur- 
chased 1 14  acres  of  the  homestead,  of  which  five 
acres  only  had  been  cleared.  Young  Keen  went  to 
work  with  stout  heart  and  resolute  purpose,  and 
transformed  his  land  into  beautiful,  fruitful  fields 
and  placed  thereon  good  buildings  and  other  im- 
provements. He  toiled  on  through  a long  life  and 
reaped  the  reward  that  his  well-spent  time  in  honest 
effort  and  endeavor  merited.  Through  his  indus- 
trious habits  and  good  management  he  became  pros- 
perous, success  crowning  his  labors.  Having  man- 
aged his  own  affairs  successfully,  his  fellow-citizens 
looked  upon  him  as  a man  capable  to  look  after 
the  business  of  the  county,  and  they  elected  him 
one  of  the  county  commissioners  of  Wayne  county, 
and  in  that  office  of  responsibility  he  proved  that 
in  their  selection  they  had  made  no  mistake.  He, 
as  was  his  father,  is  a Democrat  of  the  old  school. 
In  his  religious  faith  he  is  a Universalist,  but  is 
liberal  toward  other  denominations,  and  has  assisted 
them  financially  in  the  erection  of  some  of  the 
church  buildings  in  this  locality. 

On  December  21,  1831,  Mr.  Keen  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Rachel  Felton,  born  July  17,  1808,  and 
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to  them  came  children  as  follows:  (i)  Ann  M., 

born  September  17,  1833,  married  S.  Hudson,  by 
whom  she  had  one  child — Josephine  L.,  who  now 
resides  with  our  subject,  tenderly  caring  for  him 
in  his  old  age,  and  rendering  the  evening  of  his  life 
pleasant  and  happy  with  her  cheery  disposition  and 
thoughtfulness.  Ann  M.  was  twice  married,  her 
second  husband  being  William  Hoyle.  I hey  reside 
at  Prompton,  Penn.,  where  he  is  superintendent  of 
the  gravity  railroad.  Their  children  are : William, 
Mary,  Samuel,  Grace,  Kate  and  Robert.  (2) 
Mary  M.,  born  November  27,  1835,  married  A.  R. 
Edgett,  and  they  had  one  child — Lillian  I.,  born 
May  4,  1858,  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  E.  H.  Whitman, 
the  latter  couple  having  one  child,  Nellie  E. 
(3)  George  N.,  born  November  27,  1837,  married 
Jane  Jenkins  and  had  two  children — Edward  L. 
and  William.  (4)  Jennette,  born  September  7, 
1839,  married  J.  R.  Smith,  and  had  one  child — - 
Charles  D.  (5)  Hethacatt  M.,  born  June  18,  1841. 
(6)  Edwin  R.,  born  July  2,  1842,  married  Agnes 
Shuster  and  had  children — Grace,  Judson  and  Ar- 
thur. (7)  James  R.,  born  August  18,  1845,  mar- 
ried Theresa  Weinmeyer,  and  had  children — - 
Charles,  Miles,  Harry  and  Pauline.  (8)  Sarah  J., 
born  May  22,  1848,  married  Walter  Carr  and  had 
one  child — Sadie.  The  mother  of  these  children 
passed  away  April  16,  1888,  and  her  remains  rest 
in  Keen’s  cemetery,  Canaan  township. 

ISAAC  CARTER  (deceased)  was  for  forty 
years  a prosperous  farmer  of  Auburn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  owning  and  operating  the 
large  farm  which  is  now  carried  on  by  his  son, 
John  B.  Carter,  and  on  which  his  widow  still  makes 
her  home.  The  family  has  long  been  identified 
with  the  county,  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle  here 
being  Hiram  and  Hannah  (Daly)  Carter,  who  came 
from  New  Jersey. 

Samuel  Carter,  son  of  Pliram,  was  born  in  .Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  carried  on  farming  in  Auburn 
township  all  his  life.  He  married  Dorcas  Benscoter 
a native  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  and  they  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  viz. : Isaac ; Emeline, 

widow  of  Warren  Tewkesbury;  Rufus,  living  on 
the  old  homestead  at  South  Auburn ; V olney,  who 
is  a farmer  in  Missouri ; Samuel,  who  died  in  Cali- 
fornia; Benjamin,  a speculator,  living  in  Missouri; 
Harriet,  who  died  unmarried  ; and  George,  a banker, 
of  West  Plains,  Mo.  The  father  of  these  passed 
away  March  29,  1863,  aged  fifty-five  years,  one 
month,  twenty-seven  days,  the  mother  in  1867,  when 
fifty-eight  years  of  age ; they  were  buried  at  South 
Auburn. 

Isaac  Carter  was  born  August  30,  1828,  in  Au- 
burn township,  where  he  passed  his  entire  life, 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1853  he  settled  on  the 
farm  which  the  family  have  since  occupied,  and 
which  he  was  obliged  to  clear  before  he  could  take 
up  the  regular  duties  of  farming.  His  original 
purchase  comprised  240  acres,  forty-eight  of  which 
have  been  sold.  His  first  wife  was  Aurelia  Bun- 


nell, by  whom  he  had  four  children,  namely : Ziba, 
a farmer  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; Mary  Emo~ 
gene,  who  married  A.  M.  Parker,  a farmer  of  Au- 
burn township  ; and  Scott  and  Frank,  both  of  whom 
died  young.  The  mother  passed  away  in  October, 
1866,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years,  and  was  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  South  Auburn.  On  November 
7,  1870,  at  Clark  Summit,  Penn.,  Isaac  Carter 
wedded  Ellen  Benscoter,  who  was  born  March 
1,  1838,  in  Auburn  township,  daughter  of  John  and 
Jane  (Coates)  Benscoter,  and  this  union  was 
blessed  with  three  children : John  B.,  who  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below  ; Samuel  C.,  who  died  when 
two  and  a half  years  old ; and  Eva  L.,  living  at 
home.  Mr.  Carter  passed  away  August  1,  1894, 
aged  sixty-six  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
South  Auburn  cemetery.  He  was  not  a member 
of  any  church,  but  he  was  a constant  attendant  at 
the  services  of  the  M.  E.  Society,  and  he  was  an 
honorable,  upright  man,  highly  esteemed  wherever 
he  was  known.  Politically,  he  cast  his  ballot  with 
the  Democrats. 

Mrs.  Ellen  (Benscoter)  Carter  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Jane  (Coates)  Benscoter,  and 
granddaughter  of  Abraham  and  Lois  Benscoter. 
The  name  is  Dutch,  and  was  originally  spelled 
Bensco.  John  Benscoter  was  born  in  1801,  in  Lu- 
zerne county,  this  State,  and  in  1837  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  settling  on  a farm  in  Auburn 
township  on  March  1,  and  there  passing  the  re- 
mainder of  his  long  and  busy  life,  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  was  married  three  times, 
first  to  Sally  Master,  by  whom  he  had  two  children : 
Wesley,  a farmer,  who  went  to  Idaho;  Elizabeth, 
widow  of  J.  Rauth,  of  Union  county,  Penn.  He 
then  married  Ann  Coates,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children : Sylvester  and  Christopher,  twins,  who 

died  aged  twenty  and  twenty-one  years,  respec- 
tively; and  Sarah,  widow  of  H.  Vaughn,  living  in 
Iowa.  His  third  union,  with  Jane  Coates,  sister  of 
Ann,  was  blessed  with  eight  children,  as  follows : 
Ellen,  Mrs.  Carter ; Emily,  who  first  married  H.  V. 
Hall,  and  for  her  second  husband  Samuel  Vaughn ; i 
Maria,  unmarried,  living  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Car- 
ter ; Arthur,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township ; Mary, 
unmarried,  Addison  and  Dora’,  unmarried,  all  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead  in  Auburn  township ; and 
Isaac,  who  occupies  part  of  the  old  homestead. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  March  2,  1898,  aged 
ninety-six  years,  six  months,  the  mother  following 
him  to  the  grave  on  July  1,  of  the  same  year;  they 
were  buried  in  the  Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  She  was  J 
born  in  England  and  was  brought  to  America  by 
her  parents  when  six  months  old. 

John  B.  Carter  was  born  August  24,  1871,  on 
the  farm  where  he  has  always  made  his  home  and 
where  he  received  his  training  to  agricultural  life  j 
under  his  father’s  tuition.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  during  boyhood,  gaining  a good  practical 
education,  and  during  his  active  life  he  has  devoted 
himself  to  general  farming  and  dairying.  He  is 
progressive  and  up-to-date  in  his  calling,  and  ranks 
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among"  the  intelligent  as  well  as  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  the  locality,  his  fine  property  giving 
ample  evidence  of  the  care  and  thoroughness  of 
method,  which  are  characteristic  of  Mr.  Carter  in 
everything  he  undertakes.  On  February  21,  1894, 
he  was  married,  at  Waverly,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Lena 
J.  Taylor,  and  they  have  two  children,  Ruth  A. 
and  Hildreth  J.  Mr.  Carter  is  a Republican  in 
political  preference,  but  he  takes  little  active  part 
in  politics,  though  he  has  a public-spirited  interest 
in  the  public  affairs  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides,  and  the  general  advancement  of  his  town- 
ship and  county. 

Mrs.  Lena  J.  Carter  was  born  August  4.  1874, 
at  Silvara,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Allie 
(Conderman)  Taylor,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  January  5,  1837,  in  New  York  State,  son  of 
Walter  and  Sally  (Montgomery)  Taylor,  the  latter 
born  July  27,  1841,  in  Iola,  111.,  daughter  of  Solo- 
mon and  Sally  (McFall)  Conderman.  Mr.  Taylor 
is  a farmer  by  occupation.  In  1867  he  moved  to 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and  he  now  makes  his 
home  in  Silvara.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served 
three  years  as  a member  of  Company  E,  75tli  111. 
V.  I.,  escaping  uninjured.  Mrs.  Carter  is  the 
youngest  of  three  children — Linley,  who  is  de- 
ceased ; Minnie,  who  lives  with  her  parents,  and 
Lena  J. 

CHARLES  KERN,  Sr.  The  salubrious  air  and 
picturesque  scenery  of  this  section  annually  attracts 
crowds  of  summer  tourists,  and  the  beautiful  home- 
stead of  our  subject  near  New  Milford  is  a favorite 
resort  for  an  exclusive  group  of  guests.  His  estate 
comprises  400  acres  of  land,  and  he  also  owns 
fourteen  acres  of  “East  Lake,”  a beautiful  sheet 
of  water  about  100  acres  in  extent  and  very  deep, 
Avhere  fishing  and  boating  help  to  while  away  the 
time  of  visitors.  Mr.  Kern  has  built  two  cottages 
upon  the  place,  the  “Kerndorf”  containing  six  and 
the  “Laurel”  Cottage  six  sleeping  rooms,  and  each 
summer  sees  them  filled  with  appreciative  guests. 

Mr.  Kern  was  born  August  3,  1845,  in  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  where  his  family  has  resided  for 
many  generations.  John  George  Kern,  our  sub- 
ject’s grandfather,  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  passed  his  life  in  Germany.  John  G.  Kern, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  operated  a farm  and 
vineyard  there,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1855  at 
the  age  of  seventy-one.  Our  subject’s  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Dora  B.  Oehm,  was  born 
August  24,  1816,  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Ann 
M.  (Heatline)  Oehm,  of  Germany,  and  her  father 
was  also  a farmer  and  vine  grower.  She  came  to 
America  in  1871  to  make  her  home  with  a daugh- 
ter in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  Of  the  children  of  John 
G.  and  Dora  Kern,  the  eldest,  John,  owns  a farm 
and  stonequarry  at  Long  Eddy,  Penn.  Charles 
wTas  the  second  in  order  of  birth ; Margaret  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Eschebaum,  a machinist  at  Port 
Jervis ; and  George  is  a meat  dealer  at  Sparrow 
Bush,  New  York. 


Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirteen,  when  he  went 
to  Bavaria  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  in  a tannery. 
He  remained  three  years,  receiving  no  pay,  and 
later  he  worked  as  a journeyman  tanner  at  Wur- 
temberg,  and  other  places.  In  1866  he  started  for 
America,  spending  one  week  in  England  while  on 
his  way,  and  on  his  arrival  here  he  settled  in  Spar- 
row Bush,  N.  Y.,  where  he  found  employment  as 
a currier  in  a tannery.  After  fourteen  days  in  this 
position  he  removed  to  New  Milford,  and  for  seven 
years  was  employed  in  a tannery  in  that  village, 
but  he  then  purchased  the  Brennan  farm  and  en- 
gaged in  agriculture.  A few  years  later  he  bought 
the  Finney  farm,  adjoining  his  previous  purchase, 
and  his  estate  is  now  one  of  the  best  in  the  town- 
ship. Mr.  Kern  is  much  esteemed  as  a citizen,  and 
takes  a keen  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the  public 
welfare.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  having 
attained  the  third  degree,  and  is  also  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  local  Grange  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Cono- 
wachta  Lodge,  No.  287.  As  a young  man  of  twen- 
ty-one, he  was  chosen  trustee  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  at  Port  Jervis,  but  he  resigned  after  three 
years’  service.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  but 
he  does  not  seek  prominence  in  party  affairs.  For 
one  year  he  taught  a class  in  German  in  New  Mil- 
ford, his  pupils  appreciating  the  opportunities  for 
gaining  a practical  knowledge  of  the  language  un- 
der such  able  guidance,  but  the  pressure  of  other 
business  interfered  with  further  work  in  that  line. 

On  March  14,  1868,  Mr.  Kern  was  married  at 
Port  Jervis  to  his  first  wife,  Miss  Fredericka 
Schlecht,  who  was  born  September  10,  1840,  in  Ger- 
many, and  came  to  America  in  1844  with  her  par- 
ents, Louis  and  Wilhelmina  (Bayer)  Schlecht,  her 
father  becoming  interested  in  business  as  a tanner 
in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  Five  children  were  born 
to  our  subject:  (1)  Augusta  married  William 

Huntley,  a farmer  at  East  Lake,  New  Milford 
township,  (2)  Charles  F.,  who  operates  a part  of 
our  subject’s  homestead,  married  Miss  Myrtle  Shay. 
(3)  Lizzie  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  (4)  George 
resides  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (5)  Augustus  is  a 
farmer  in  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  is  unmarried.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
in  January,  1881,  her  remains  being  interred  at 
Sparrow  flush,  N.  Y.  On  October  2,  1883,  Mr. 
Kern  was  again  married  in  Port  Jervis,  this  time  to 
Mrs.  Carrie  (Hamlin)  Wilbur,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 6,  1855,  at  Brackneyville,  Susquehanna  county. 
Her  uncle  Isaac  and  aunt  Betsy  Hamlin  were  resi- 
dents of  Montrose,  Penn.  Her  father,  John  Ham- 
lin, was  a native  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1825,  and  in  early  life  followed  the 
currier’s  trade  at  that  place,  but  later  he  engaged 
in  agriculture  at  Conklin,  Broome  county,  N.  Y., 
as  a falling  tree  crippled  him  permanently  and  made 
other  work  difficult.  He  died  June  18,  1870,  and 
was  buried  at  Conklin  cemetery.  His  wife,  Har- 
riet Platt,  to  whom  he  was  married  at  Brackney- 
ville, was  born  NovembC"  11,  *825,  in  Schoharie 


157G 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  John  and  Polly  Platt, 
and  her  death  occurred  July  12,  1887.  This  worthy 
couple  had  eight  children,  namely:  Charles,  a resi- 
dent of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  ;■  Edward,  who  died  in 
1876;  George,  who  resides  at  Fisher’s  Eddy,  N.  Y. ; 
Carrie,  wife  of  our  subject;  John,  deceased;  Mary, 
who  married  Edward  Finch,  of  Peakville,  N.  Y. ; 
Amanda,  wife  of  William  Muckey,  of  Brookdale, 
N.  Y. ; and  Hattie,  who  has  been  twice  married, 
first  to  Emmet  Parks,  of  East  Branch,  N.  Y.,  and 
after  his  death  to  A.  P.  Cook,  of  Cook’s  Falls,  N. 
Y.  By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Kern  had  one  son, 
Ernest,  now  residing  at  Fisher’s  Eddy,  N.  Y.  He 
married  Miss  Fanny  Demott,  and  has  two  children 
- — Florence  and  Clifford. 

ISAAC  DEUEL.  In  all  the  history  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  there  is  no  name  more  frequently 
found  than  that  of  Deuel.  It  stands  forth  promi- 
nently identified  not  only  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  the  county,  but  with  all  movements 
tending  toward  higher  civil  and  moral  develop- 
ment. Isaac  Deuel,  the  well-known  and  venerable 
dairy  farmer  of  Forest  Lake  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  was  born  in  Middletown  township, 
that  county,  December  16,  1817,  son  of  Ira  and 
Sophia  (Stoddard)  Deuel. 

Ira  Deuel  was  born  near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and 
soon  after  taking  unto  himself  a wife  came  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  settled  in  the  woods  in  Middletown 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  cleared 
the  land,  and  cultivated  the  soil  of  a large  farm, 
which  is  yet  in  the  possession  of  one  branch  of  the 
family.  In  1837  he  sold  this  farm  and  sought  a 
new  home  on  the  prairies  of  Illinois,  buying  land 
near  Lanark,  and  there  made  his  home  until  his 
death.  He  was  married  in  New  York  State  to 
Miss  Sophia  Stoddard,  who  was  born  in  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  a daughter  of  Samuel  Stod- 
dard, also  a native  of  “Little  Rhody.”  To 
their  union  came  nine  children  who  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood : ( x ) Mary,  born 

in  New  York  State,  received  a good  education 
in  the  schools  of  Middletown  and  for  some  years 
taught  school ; she  married  John  Birge,  and  they 
settled  in  Middletown  township,  but  after  a few 
years  moved  to  Illinois,  where  they  both  died,  leav- 
ing no  family.  (2)  Mercy,  also  born  in  New 
York  State,  married  Uriah  Terry,  of  Rush  town- 
ship, in  which  township  they  lived  and  died.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children — Isaac  and  John- 
ney,  both  deceased ; Delphine,  wife  of  Sylvester 
Powers,  of  Rush  township ; and  Wilson,  also  of 
Rush  township.  (3)  Gideon,  born  in  Middletown 
township,  in  1814,  married  Orinda  Deuel,  and  set- 
tled on  a farm.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he 
went  to  live  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  Car- 
ter, of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; he  has  two  sons 
living — Benjamin  and  Myron,  who  reside  in  the 
West.  (4)  Isaac,  mentioned  below.  (5)  Sophia, 
born  in  1819,  has  been  twice  married.  Her  first 
husband  was  David  Baker,  by  whom  she  became 


the  mother  of  a son  now  living  in  Iowa.  Her 
present  husband  is  Augustus  Bigsbee.  (6)  Sarah 
A.,  born  in  1821,  married  Daniel  Terry,  but  both  are 
now  deceased.  They  left  three  children — Mary, 
now  Mrs.  Parker  Devine ; William  and  Daniel, 
both  of  Rush  township.  (7)  Ira,  born  in  1824, 
married  Miss  Mary  Seely,  and  for  a time  lived  in 
Rush  township,  but  later  moved  to  Lanark,  111., 
where  they  still  reside.  They  have  four  children — 
Angeline,  Walice,  Flora  and  Levica.  (8)  Horace, 
born  in  1826,  went  in  early  manhood  to  Lanark, 
111.,  where  he  owned  a large  farm.  He  married 
Miss  Amanda  Low,  of  Rush  township,  who  died, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Emily,  who  accompanied 
her  father  to  the  West  and  there  married  Mark 
Kenny,  a wealthy  resident  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Deuel 
later  married  Miss  Bell  Leach,  and  by  her  became 
the  father  of  three  children — Horace,  Frank  and 
Heartly.  (9)  Hannah,  the  youngest  in  the  family, 
married  Parker  Devine,  and  died,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren— George  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Burton  Tupper, 
of  Illinois). 

Isaac  Deuel  grew  up  on  the  home  farm  in 
Middletown  township  and  acquired  such  education 
as  the  district  schools  afforded  in  those  early  days. 
He  gained  a practical  knowledge  of  agricultural 
pursuits  and  assisted  his  father  in  cutting  down 
the  forests,  and  opening  up  a pathway  for  the  ad- 
vance of  civilization.  The  hard  work  and  the  sturdy 
determination  to  accomplish  the  end,  developed 
the  manly  self-reliance,  and  strict  attention  to  duty 
that  has  characterized  his  after  life.  His  character, 
his  nature,  he  himself,  stands  forth  amid  the 
younger  generations  of  the  present,  like  some  lone 
and  mighty  oak  of  the  forest,  a solitary  sentinel 
keeping  watch  over  the  Present,  exemplifying  the 
well-grasped  opportunities  of  the  Past,  and  point- 
ing out  the  path  for  the  Future.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Deuel  bought  a sawmill  in  Rush  township,  and 
located  there,  for  twenty  years  engaging  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber.  In  1869  he  sold  his  mill 
and  purchased  his  present  farm  in  Forest  Lake, 
where  he  has  cleared  land  and  added  all  the  im- 
provements needful  for  a modern  farm.  His  well- 
tilled  fields  and'  neat  out-buildings  bespeak  the 
careful,  thrifty  farmer  and  dairyman  that  he  is. 

In  1842  Isaac  Deuel  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Orinda  Pepper,  a daughter  of  Philander 
and  Mary  (Mead)  Pepper,  of  Rush  township,  but 
formerly  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pepper 
were  natives  of,  and  married  in,  Connecticut, 
whence  they  came  to  the  Keystone  State  with  their 
three  children  in  1814.  Mrs.  Deuel  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1820.  She  is  a sister  of  Jackson 
Pepper,  who  was  so  brutally  murdered  in  1898 
while  husking  corn  in  his  own  barn.  The  perpe- 
trators of  this  crime  were  duly  tried  and  convicted 
in  the  Montrose  courts.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deuel 
were  born  three  children  : ( 1 ) Mary,  born  in  1843, 

was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  married 
to  Ira  Brister,  a blacksmith  of  Bradford  county, 
Penn.  They  settled  on  a part  of  the  Deuel  estate 
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and  there  she  died  May  12,  1892,  leaving  two 
daughters,  Eva  and  Clara,  the  former  the  wife  of 
Alison  Birchard,  of  Birchardville,  Penn.,  and  the 
latter  the  wife  of  George  Buffum,  of  Union  Center, 
N.  Y.  (2)  Ira  B.,  born  in  1845,  married  Helen 
Boyd,  and  moved  to  North  county,  la.,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  farming.  He  has  four  children : Hat- 
tie, Dora,  William  Isaac  and  Walace.  (3  ) Jane, 
born  in  1846,  married  Nathan  Miller,  and  they  now 
reside  on  Mr.  Deuel’s  first  home,  at  the  mill  in 
Rush  township.  They  had  three  children — Fred- 
erick and  Isaac,  who  both  died  of  fever  in  young 
manhood,  and  Mary,  wife  of  Ferris  Powers,  of  For- 
est Lake. 

Politically,  Mr.  Deuel  has  always  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party.  His  father  was 
first  a Whig  and  later  a Republican,  and  served  for 
six  or  eight  years  as  supervisor  in  Middletown,  and 
fora  number  of  years  was  captain  of  the  militia  com- 
pany, also  taking  a prominent  and  active  part  in  Ma- 
sonic work.  Religiously,  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deuel 
were  brought  up  in  the  Protestant  Methodist  faith, 
and  their  religion  manifests  itself  in  their  daily  lives, 
practicing  a charity  so  broad  that  it  knows  not  race 
nor  sect  nor  station.  Quiet  and  unostentatious  in 
manner,  they  are  rounding  out  their  lives  sur- 
rounded by  the  love  and  respect  their  kindly  na- 
tures have  won. 

MOSES  W.  VAN  GORDEN,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  and  prominent  citizens  of  Lehman 
township,  Pike  county,  passed  away  at  his  home  in 
June,  1882,  after  a life  of  industry,  and  rich  in 
those  rare  possessions  which  only  a high  character 
can  give.  For  many  years  he  labored  with  all  the 
strength  of  a great  nature  for  the  bettering  of  the 
world  around  him,  and  when  called  to  the  rest  and 
reward  of  the  higher  world,  his  best  monument 
was  found  in  the  love  and  respect  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lived  for  so  many  years.  Mr.  Van  Gor- 
den  was  a native  of  Lehman  township,  born  No- 
vember 17,  1826,  and  a son  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Van  Etten)  Van  Gorden.  Throughout  life  he  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  was  a supporter  of 
the  Republican  .party,  and  was  a faithful  member 
of  the  Reformed  Church.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Delaware  cemetery,  Dingman’s  Ferry, 
Pike  county. 

In  his  native  township,  Mr.  Van  Gorden  was 
married  in  October,  1850,  to  Miss  Julia  Ann  Col- 
lins, who  was  born  in  Mt.  Bethel,  Penn.,  August 
17,  1820,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Hunt) 
Collins,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Mt.  Bethel. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children : Julia 
A.,  Mrs.  Van  Gorden ; John ; Susan,  wife  of  Gil- 
bert Johnson;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Houck; 
Maria,  wife  of  Samuel  Quick;  Edward;  Joseph; 
and  Sallie  A.,  wife  of  William  Cortright. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van 
Gorden,  of  whom  (1)  James  died  in  infancy.  (2) 
Alice  is  the  wife  of  George  Bergstresser,  a farmer 
of  Lehman  township,  Pike  county.  (3)  Silvenna, 


now  a resident  of  New  York  City,  was  married 
at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Hon.  Henry  Ford,  by  whom 
she  had  one  son,  Ralph.  Mr.  Ford  was  a wealthy 
and  prominent  resident  of  Philadelphia,  where  he 
died  August  17,  1886.  He  was  a graduate  of  Brown 
University,  and  was  a most  successful  business  man. 
He  was  a director  of  several  banks,  was  president 
of  the  Pennsylvania  fish  commission  for  ten  years, 
a director  of  the  Delaware  & Chesapeake  Canal 
Company,  and  was  interested  in  other  important 
business  enterprises.  (4)  Susan  and  (5)  Katie 
both  died  when  young.  (6)  Moses  W.,  Jr.,  was 
born  May  6,  1858,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lehman 
township,  where  he  is  now  successfully  engaged  in 
general  farming,  having  spent  his  entire  life  there. 
The  place  is  a fine  river  bottom  farm,  under  excel- 
lent cultivation  and  well  improved  with  good  build- 
ings, including  a handsome  residence.  In  April, 
1894,  at  Milford,  Pike  county,  he  married  Miss 
Lulu,  daughter  of  Washington  and  Sarah  (Hoff- 
man) Chamberlain,  farming  people  of  Lehman 
township,  and  two  children  were  born  of  this  union : 
Collins,  born  September  28,  1895 ; and  Joseph  C., 
born  October  23,  1897,  died  September  17,  1899. 
Socially,  Mr.  Van  Gorden  is  a member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows’  Lodge  of  Milford;  politically  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  for  eight  years  he  most  accep- 
tably served  as  fish  warden  of  Pike,  Wayne  and 
Monroe  counties,  resigning  the  office  in  the  spring 
of  1898.  (7)  Mathias  and  (8)  Frank  both  died 

young. 

SAMUEL  JUNE.  Among  the  brave  soldiers 
who  responded  to  the  call  of  the  government  in  1861 
was  this  well-known  citizen  of  Harmony  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  then  a mere  lad  of  sixteen. 
As  a member  of  Companv  A,  43d  N.  Y.  V.  I., 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Vincent,  he  was  as- 
signed to  service  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Sixth 
Division,  Sixth  Corps.  His  first  engagement  was 
at  Williamsburg,  Va.,  under  Gen.  Hancock,  and 
during  the  Peninsular  campaign  he  served  in  the 
Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps.  He  took  part  in 
some  of  the  hardest  battles  of  the  war,  including 
those  of  Yorktown,  in  April,  1862;  the  seven  days’ 
battle  in  Virginia  from  June  25  to  July  1,  1862; 
South  Mountain,  September  14,  1862 ; Antietam, 
September  17,  1862;  Fredericksburg,  December 
13,  1862;  Salem  Church,  in  May,  1863  ; Gettysburg, 
July  1-4,  1863 ; the  Rappahannock  River,  May  7, 
1863;  the  Wilderness,  May,  1864;  Spottsylvania, 
May,  1864;  North  Anna,  1864;  Talopotomy,  Va., 
May,  1864;  Cold  Harbor,  June  1,  1864;  Petersburg, 
June,  1864;  with  Sheridan  for  a time  in  1864,  and 
in  the  Appomattox  campaign  until  April  9,  1865. 
being  discharged  in  June,  1865.  About  the  first  of 
August,  1862,  he  became  ill  with  fever  and  was 
taken  to  the  regimental  hospital,  later  being  trans- 
ferred to  Bedloe’s  Island.  As  soon  as  he  had  suffi- 
ciently recovered  he  rejoined  his  regiment,  and  was 
discharged  December  24,  1863.  He  immediately 
re-enlisted  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  He- 
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passed  unscathed  through  many  sharp  fights,  but 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  The 
following  biography  of  this  public-spirited  citizen 
will  be  of  unusual  interest,  and  in  preserving  such 
details  of  his  famly  history  as  are  now  obtainable, 
he  has  shown  a commendable  spirit. 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  early  settlers 
in  New  England  and  his  grandparents,  Jesse  and 
Margaret  June,  were  both  natives  of  Connecticut. 
They  settled  in  Greene  county,  New  York,  soon 
after  their  marriage,  clearing  and  improving  a farm. 
Of  their  seven  children  the  eldest,  Jesse,  married 
and  settled  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y. ; Joshua  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Greene  county,  where  he  died 
leaving  a family ; Alvin  died  in  Greene  county  un- 
married ; George  W.  June,  who  is  referred  to 
farther  on ; Hannah,  the  only  daughter,  married 
Samuel  Dunbar,  of  Greene  county,  and  they  left 
a large  family  of  children,  who  are  residents  of 
Connecticut ; Samuel  served  through  the  Civil  war 
and  died  in  Greene  county,  leaving  no  family; 
Thomas  married  and  died  before  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  leaving  a family. 

George  W.  June,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  town  of  Athens,  Greene 
county,  New  York,  and  for  many  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  business  there  as  a lime  burner.  He  died 
in  1898  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Rachel  Edwards,  died  in  1889.  She  was  a native  of 
the  town  of  Athens,  where  her  family  has  long  been 
prominent,  and  her  parents,  Stephen  and  Laney 
Edwards,  were  for  many  years  leading  citizens 
and  faithful  workers  in  the  M.  E.  Church.  George 
W.  and  Rachel  June  had  five  children : (1)  Sallie, 

born  in  1842  in  the  town  of  Catskill,  Greene  county, 
New  York,  and  married  Edward  Secore,  of  the 
same  county.  She  died  some  years  ago,  leaving 
one  daughter — Jane.  (2)  Samuel,  our  subject,  was 
the  next  in  order  of  birth.  (3)  John,  born  in  1846, 
in  Greene  county,  left  home  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
to  enlist  in  a Connecticut  regiment,  and  took  part 
in  several  of  the  most  important  battles  of  the 
Civil  war.  At  Antietam  he  was  taken  prisoner  and 
for  three  months  he  suffered  the  hardships  of  Libby 
Prison.  After  the  war  closed  he  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet June,  of  Greene  county,  and  settled  near  the 
home  of  his  boyhood.  He  died  there  some  years 
ago,  leaving  no  family.  (4)  Lana,  born  in  1848, 
in  Greene  county,  married  Nathan  Lee,  a farmer 
of  that  section.  (5)  Margaret,  born  in  1851,  mar- 
ried IT.  Smith,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  they 
now  reside  at  Leeds,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Samuel  June  was  born  in  July,  1844,  at  Leeds, 
New  York,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  county.  His  military  service  was  begun 
before  he  had  entered  upon  any  business,  and 
after  his  return  from  the  army  he  settled  upon 
a farm  in  Greene  county.  In  1873  he  removed  to 
Susquehanna  county,  locating  upon  a farm  near 
Comfort’s  Pond,  and  in  1879  he  purchased  his 
present  property  in  Harmony  township.  The  land 
was  in  a wild  state,  but  he  has  cleared  and  im- 


proved it,  making  one  of  the  best  homesteads  in 
the  locality.  His  fine  orchard  contains  more  than 
two  hundred  trees,  which  are  now  bearing  fruit,  j 
and  among  the  other  improvements  made  by  him 
is  a substantial  residence,  built  in  1890.  Politically, 
he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
post  at  Lanesboro.  Socially,  he  and  his  family  are 
highly  esteemed  and  while  not  members  of  any 
church  he  and  his  wife  are  in  sympathy  with  the 
work  of  all  the  evangelical  denominations,  having 
been  reared  in  the  Protestant  faith.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1865  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Kent,  of  Greene 
county,  New  York,  and  nine  children  have  blessed 
the  union:  (1)  Minnie,  born  in  1865,  in  Greene 

county,  married  Emet  Shay,  of  Susquehanna,  and 
has  six  children — John,  Guy,  Lydia,  Samuel,  Ralph 
and  Hilda.  (2)  Emelissa,  born  in  1868,  in  Greene 
county,  married  Willard  Toby  and  now  resides  m 
Thompson,  Susquehanna  county.  They  have  one 
daughter — Ruth.  (3)  John,  born  in  1871,  Greene 
county,  married  Miss  Fannie  Chalker,  of  New 
York,  now  resides  in  Harmony  township.  They 
have  two  children — Emily  and  Jessie.  (4)  Elu- 
retta,  born  in  1872,  in  Greene  county,  married  An- 
drew Winters,  of  Brandt,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
had  three  children — Andrew,  Ella  and  Charles.  (5) 
Charles,  born  in  1875,  in  Susquehanna  county,  is 
not  married  and  resides  at  home.  (6)  Abel,  born 
in  1877,  in  Harmony  township,  and  (7)  William, 
born  in  1879,  Harmony  township,  are  both  at 
home.  (8)  Martha,  born  in  1881,  at  the  present 
home,  is  an  amiable  young  lady  and  is  popular  in 
social  life.  (9)  Bernard,  born  in  1890,  is  a student 
of  the  local  schools. 

Mrs.  Elizabetn  (Kent)  June  was  born  in  1846, 
in  Greene  county,  New  York,  where  she  spent  her 
earlier  years.  Her  ancestors  settled  in  that  county 
in  pioneer  times,  and  her  parents,  John  and  Sarah 
A.  (Walters)  Kent,  were  both  born  there  and  have 
resided  there  throughout  their  lives.  They  reared 
a family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  occupy  hon- 
orable positions  in  life:  (1)  Mary  E.  married 

Koon  Whitmore,  of  Greene  county;  (2)  Esther 'is 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Zimmerman,  of  Greene  county; 
(3)  Elizabeth  married  our  subject ; (4)  Jane  mar- 
ried Orlando  Waldridge,  of  New  York  State;  (5) 
Isaac  married  Mary  Runels,  and  settled  at  Oakland, 
Susquehanna  county;  (6)  Electa  married  Charles 
Vermilyea,  of  Susquehanna  county;  (7)  Abel,  who 
resides  in  Greene  county,  New  York,  married  Hat- 
tie Zimmerman,  of  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y. ; (8) 
Malissa  is  the  wife  of  William  LTmans,  of  the  same 
locality. 

L.  WALTER  SAMMIS  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive,  energetic  and  reliable  young  business 
men  of  Pike  county.  His  thoroughly  American  j 
spirit  and  his  great  energy  have  enabled  him  to 
overcome  the  obstacles  and  difficulties  in  his  path, 
and  through  his  own  efforts  he  not  only  gained  an 
excellent  education,  but  has  attained  an  enviable  ; 
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position  in  the  business  world.  One  of  his  chief 
characteristics  is  his  habit  of  giving  close  attention 
to  every  detail  of  his  business,  and  the  success  that 
he  has  achieved  is  certainly  well  deserved. 

The  Sammis  family  is  of  Holland  origin,  and 
settled  in  the  Dutch  colony  on  Long  Island.  There 
our  subject’s  great-great-grandfather,  Zophar  Sam- 
mis, was  born.  His  son  Zophar,  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  passed  his  entire  life  on  Long 
Island,  following  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  married 
Clarissa  Burr,  and  to  them  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  reached  years  of  maturity. 

Zophar  Sammis,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  on  Long  Island,  in  1810,  and  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  which  he  followed  until  an  accident 
while  assisting  in  a Fourth  of  July  celebration  unfitted 
him  for  that  occupation.  He  then  took  up  painting, 
at  which  he  was  employed  for  many  years.  He  died 
on  Long  Island,  in  1893  ; his  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Hannah  Taylor,  passed  away  in 
1859.  In  their  family  were  six  children,  four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  still  living, 
namely:  .George  W.,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Israel  P.,  who  married  Mary  Place  and  resides  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Hannah  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John 
Jarvis,  of  Long  Island  ; and  Sarah  N.,  wife  of  John 
Gardner,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut. 

George  W.  Sammis  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  February  22,  1836,  and  was  reared  on  Long 
Island,  but  had  little  opportunity  to  attend  school. 
From  the  age  of  ten  years  he  has  been  a hard 
worker,  and  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  success- 
fully until  1894.  During  that  year,  in  company 
with  his  sons,  he  bought  the  Shohola  property,  con- 
sisting of  4,000  acres  of  valuable  woodland.  It  is 
the  famous  summer  resort,  known  as  Shohola  Glen, 
which  is  reached  by  the  “Switch-back  railroad,” 
built  to  connect  with  the  Erie  R.  R.  for  the  benefit 
of  tourists.  Politically,  he  is  independent  and  so- 
cially has-been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
since  1867.  In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  he  married  Hep- 
zibah,  daughter  of  William  Nicholl,  and  to  them 
were  born  four  children : George  W.  Jr.,  a real  es- 
tate and  insurance  agent,  who  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness with  out  subject,  his  office  being  in  Brooklyn 
and  his  residence  in  Jamaica,  L.  I. ; L.  Walter ; 
Laura  E.,  wife  of  William  LI.  Baylis,  a farmer  of 
Laurelhill,  L.  I. ; and  Annie  E.,  wife  of  William  F. 
Heynam,  a bookkeeper  living  in  Brooklyn.  For  his 
second  wife  the  father  married  Charlotte  Higgins, 
by  whom  he  has  two  daughters,  Minnie  and  Luella. 

L.  Walter  Sammis  was  born  in  Brooklyn,.  Sep- 
tember 13,  1863,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  entered 
his  father’s  shop  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  six  or  seven  years.  In  the 
meantime  he  continued  his  studies  at  night,  and  in 
this  way  prepared  himself  for  college.  He  then 
entered  Madison  University  at  Hamilton,  N.  Y., 
and  taking  his  tools  with  him,  he  obtained  enough 
work  to  help  him  greatly  in  paying  his  expenses. 
By  securing  several  scholarships  he  was  enabled 
to  complete  the  course,  and  on  his  graduation  was 


granted  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  For  some 
years  he  was  connected  with  a daily  paper  of  New 
York  City,  first  as  reporter,  and  he  gradually 
worked  his  way  upward.  In  1894,  when  his  father 
retired  from  the  real  estate  business,  our  subject 
and  his  older  brother  took  charge  of  the  same. 
That  year  the  property  at  Shohola,  Pike  Co.,  Penn., 
was  purchased,  and  as  part  owner  he  came  here 
to  take  charge  of  the  business,  which  he  has  since 
so  successfully  managed.  The  Shohola  Glen,  a wild 
and  rocky  valley,  most  picturesque  in  appearance, 
is  a portion  of  this  property,  and  here  during  the 
summer  months  thousands  of  sightseers  come  from 
miles  around  to  spend  the  day  in  this  naturally 
favored  spot.  Though  a stanch  Democrat  in  pol- 
itics, Mr.  Sammis  has  never  cared  for  political 
honors  and  has  several  times  refused  official  posi- 
tions. He  is  quite  prominent  socially,  is  a member 
of  the  Kings  County  Wheelmen  of  Brooklyn  and 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men. 

In  Brooklyn,  Mr.  Sammis  was  married  March 
30,  1890,  to  Miss  Celia  Armstrong,  and  they  now 
have  two  children:  L.  Walter,  Jr.,  born  March 

15,  1891  ; and  Edna  Armstrong,  born  July  13,  1892. 
Mrs.  Sammis  was  born  January  2,  1871,  near  Bel- 
fast, Ireland.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Francis 
Armstrong,  was  a native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  near 
which  place  he  carried  on  farming  throughout  life. 
Her  father,  Francis  Armstrong,  Jr.,  was  born, 
reared  and  married  on  the  Emerald  Isle.  Mr.  Arm- 
strong continued  a resident  of  his  native  land  until 
1887,  when  he  came  to  America  and  settled  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  secured  employment 
as  factory  superintendent.  Mrs.  Sammis  is  one 
of  a family  of  seven  children.  John,  her  only 
brother,  came  to  America  shortly  before  the  par- 
ents, and  located  in  Brooklyn ; he  was  married  in 
February,  1898,  to  Hattie  Caskey,  and  is  employed 
by  a linen  company.  Rebecca  resides  in  Brooklyn 
with  her  parents.  Minnie  died  in  1894.  Arabella, 
Sarah"  and  Eleanor  are  all  at  home. 

JAMES  POLK  CRONE  was,  during  his  life- 
time, one  of  the  well-known  residents  of  Delaware 
township,  Pike  county,  where  he  carried  on  farming 
and  a private  boarding  house  for  over  twenty  years, 
and  he  was  also  engaged  in  lumbering  in  this  region 
for  a number  of  years.  He  was  a native  of  the 
county,  born  December  13,  1844,  in  Dingman  town- 
ship, son  of  Gilbert  Y.  Crone,  and  grandson  of 
Gilbert  Y.  Crone,  Sr.,  both  of  whom  were  lifelong 
farmers  of  Pike  county.  Gilbert  Y.  Crone  was  a 
hotel  proprietor  for  a number  of  years,  for  the 
sake  of  accommodating  sportsmen. 

Gilbert  Y.  Crone,  father  of  James  P.  Crone, 
was  born  August  2,  1813,  in  Pike  county,  and  was 
married  August  21,  1834,  to  Miss  Susan  Hoover, 
who  was  born  July  22,  1819,  in  Delaware  town- 
ship. They  died  in  Delaware,  he,  on  December  13, 
1885 ; she,  on  October  19,  1868,  and  their  remains 
rest  in  the  cemetery  in  that  township.  Six  children 
were  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  as  follows  : Rachel, 
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December  22,  1835;  Phoebe,  August  16,  1837;  Wil- 
liam ].,  August  24,  1839,  died  January,  1898; 
Gilbert  Young,  April  16,  1841  ; Martha  L.,  February 
27,  1843;  James  P.,  December  13,  1844.  Rachel 
became  the  wife  of  Joshua  Dewitt.  Phoebe  mar- 
ried Alfred  Perdenkamper.  William  married  Jean- 
ette Albright,  who  died  March  7,  1899.  Gilbert 
married  Emma  J.  Albright,  who  died  in  Delaware 
about  1885 ; he  is  a farmer  in  Delaware  township. 
Martha  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 

fames  P.  Crone  grew  to  manhood  in  the  county 
of  his  birth,  and  took  up  farming  as  his  life  occu- 
pation, in  connection  therewith  engaging  in  lumber- 
ing to  some  extent.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  becoming  a member  of  Company  B, 
151st  P.  V.  I.,  and  was  honorably  discharged.  He 
sustained  disabilities  for  which  he  received  a pen- 
sion. For  a number  of  years  he  lived  in  the  “Nar- 
rows,” near  Hawley,  Penn.,  in  1874  remov- 
ing thence  to  the  farm  in  Delaware  town- 
ship, which  he  occupied  until  his  death,  and 
which  is  now  carried  on  by  his  widow  and  fam- 
ily. On  March  23,  1863,  at  Cherry  Ridge 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Crone  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  F.  Reaser,  who  was  born  on  a part  of  the 
farm  where  she  now  resides,  the  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Eleanora  (Ferguson)  Reaser.  Philip  Reaser 
was  born  August  15,  1808,  in  Pike  county,  where 
he  passed  his  entire  life,  engaged  in  farming  and 
carpentering,  and  he  was  a man  of  considerable 
prominence  in  his  day,  taking  an  active  part  in 
local  affairs  and  holding  several  township  offices. 
He  died  September  17,  1870,  the  mother  August 
15,  1893,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-four  years, 
and  both  are  buried  in  Delaware  cemetery.  They 
had  a family  of  six  children,  viz. : Mathias,  now 
deceased,  who  married  Margaret  Fuller;  Mary  J., 
wife  of  Anson  Cortright,  a farmer  of  Delaware 
township;  Sarah  F.,  Mrs.  Crone;  Nelson,  who  en- 
listed for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  was  wounded 
in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  had  one  • of  his 
limbs  amputated,  dying  from  the  effects  of  the 
operation;  John  F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years ; and  Barbara,  unmarried,  who  lives  with 
Mrs.  Crone. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crone  were  born  three  chil- 
dren : ( 1 ) J.  Elton,  who  is  an  artist  of  considerable 
talent.  He  received  instruction  at  the  National 
Academy  of  Design  and  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art,  New  York  City,  1893-94,  and  also  under  va- 
rious noted  artists.  He  has  painted  two  hundred 
and  forty-seven  portraits,  the  orders  coming  from 
prominent  families  of  New  York,  Brooklyn,  New- 
ark and  neighboring  towns.  At  present  he  is  en- 
gaged in  his  own  studio  painting,  studying  from 
nature,  and  also  doing  professional  artistic  photo- 
graphing, having  studied  with  the  great  art 
photographer,  George  C.  Cox,  of  826  Broadway,  in 
1892-96.  On  October  18,  1898,  in  New  York  City, 
he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Etta  J.  Picot,  daughter  of 
the  late  John  G.  and  Elizabeth  M.  Picot,  of  Mid- 
dletown, N.  Y.,  and  they  reside  at  his  home,  “The 


Evergreens.”  (2)  Irwin  R.,  who  died  in  1897. 
(3)  Edith,  who  resides  with  her  mother  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.  Mr.  Crone  passed  away  April  20, 
1897,  on  his  farm  in  Delaware  township,  aged  fifty- 
three  years,  four  months,  seven  days,  mourned  by 
all  who  knew  him  as  one  of  the  best  men  of  the 
neighborhood  in  many  respects,  for  he  was  a pub- 
lic-spirited, and  one  of  Delaware’s  most  respected, 
citizens,  a kind  neighbor,  an  active  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  was  without  doubt  one  of  the 
closest  students  of  the  Bible  in  the  county.  He 
carried  on  the  work  of  his  farm,  a very  neat  piece 
of  property,  in  a manner  decidedly  up-to-date, 
bringing  an  intelligence  of  no  mean  order  to  bear 
upon  everything  he  undertook,  and  he  filled  several 
township  offices  with  characteristic  efficiency  and 
ability,  becoming  well  known  and  popular  during 
his  residence  here.  For  some  years  previous  to  his 
death  he  conducted  a private  boarding  resort,  ac- 
commodating some  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn’s- 
prominent  families  at  his  beloved  homestead,  “The 
Evergreens,”  and  his  family  still  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness there  during  the  summer  months.  Socially, 
Mr.  Crone  was  warm  in  his  attachments,  kind  in 
his  disposition,  intelligent  in  his  intercourse. 

J.  B.  THOMAS.  Among  the  pleasantest  rural 
homes  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  is  that 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  his  farm  being  situated  in  a cozy 
nook  at  the  head  of  the  valley,  just  west  of  the 
village  of  Sherman,  with  the  hills  towering  up  on 
every  side,  while  the  valley  broadens  out  to  quite 
an  expanse  and  is  very  picturesque.  The  gracious 
hospitality  of  the  inmates  adds  a charm  to  this 
delightful  home. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Scott  township,  Mr. 
Thomas  was  born  June  20,  1866,  son  of  George  W. 
Thomas,  also  a native  of  the  same  township.  The 
grandfather,  Charles  Thomas,  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  this  region,  having  come  from 
Downsville,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  day,  and  cleared 
up  a portion  of  the  farm  on  which  his  son  George 
W.  afterward  lived.  The  latter  continued  the  work 
of  improvement  .and  cultivation,  dividing  his  time 
between  farming  and  lumbering  until  the  place 
became  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  of  the  lo- 
cality. He  married  Miss  Ann  E.  Tuttle,  a native 
of  Colesville,  N.  Y.,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  two  children:  J.  B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 

and  Maude,  now  the  wife  of  Omer  Scrum,  of  Trout 
Creek,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.  The  father  was  an 
upright,  honorable  and  industrious  citizen,  who 
commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  was  an  ardent  Re- 
publican in  politics.  He  died  in  1888,  at  about  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1889,  aged  forty-nine  years. 

In  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys,  J.  B. 
Thomas  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth, 
assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and 
attending  the  local  schools.  He  has  become  a thor- 
ough and  skillful  agriculturist,  and  is  a wide-awake, 
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progressive  business  man,  of  known  reliability. 
Although  a quiet,  unassuming  citizen,  he  makes 
many  friends,  and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  know  him. 

In  1889,  Mr.  Thomas  wedded  Miss  Maggie 
Fleming,  who  was  born  in  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  in  the  parochial 
schools  and  the  Deposit  Academy.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Betsy  Fleming.  Her  father 
was  for  many  years  a locomotive  engineer  on  the 
Erie  Railroad. 

MOSES  DETRICK.  This  well-known  resi- 
dent of  Milford  has  been  identified  for  many  years 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  his  section,  and 
while  he  has  relinquished  to  some  extent  the  active 
management  of  his  large  farm  in  Milford  town- 
ship, he  holds  a high  reputation  as  a successful 
farmer.  As  a citizen  he  is  much  respected  for  his 
sterling  qualities  of  character,  and  the  following 
account  will  be  read  with  more  than  usual  interest : 

His  family  originated  in  Holland,  and  his  an- 
cestors came  to  Pennsylvania  in  colonial  times, 
settling  in  Northampton  county.  His  grandparents, 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Kurtz)  Detrick,  who  are  men- 
tioned more  fully  elsewhere,  removed  from  North- 
ampton county  in  1821,  and  made  their  home  in 
Monroe  county.  Samuel  Detrick,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  near  Centerville,  Northampton 
county,  in  1813,  but  later  removed  to  Pike  county. 
For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
lumbering,  and  at  his  death  he  left  180  acres  of 
land  in  Pike  county,  of  which  our  subject’s  present 
farm  is  a portion.  His  last  years  were  spent  in 
Milford,  where  he  purchased  a number  of  lots  and 
built  houses  for  sale.  He  was  a man  of  fine  in- 
telligence and  excellent  character,  and  his  influ- 
ence was  always  given  to  the  promotion  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  community.  He  was  an  active 
worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a colporteur 
of  the  Bible  Society,  while  he  was  also  prominent 
in  educational  affairs,  serving  for  many  years  as 
president  of  the  school  board.  He  died  May  14, 
1876,  and  his  estimable  wife,  Catherine  Albert,  a 
native  of  Monroe  county,  died  October  1,  1888. 
Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  four  children,  the 
others  being:  John,  a resident  of  Milford;  Bar- 

bara, who  died  in  infancy;  and  Colvin,  a real  estate 
dealer  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Moses  Detrick  was  born  April  15,  1840,  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
from  boyhood  assisted  his  father  in  agricultural 
work.  At  the  death  of  his  parents  he  became  the 
owner  of  his  present  farm,  a valuable  estate  on  the 
Delaware  river  bottoms,  near  Milford  village.  He 
is  a successful  farmer,  but  a large  portion  of  the  re- 
turns from  his  work  has  been  lost  through  his  over- 
confidence  in  people  for  whom  he  has  signed  bonds 
and  other  securities,  for  generosity  is  one  of  his 
leading  traits.  Of  late  years  he  has  resided  in  Mil- 
ford and  for  some  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
selling  agricultural  implements,  having  the  agency 


for  several  firms.  Politically,  he  is  a Republican, 
but  he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker. 

On  November  15,  1863,  he  was  married,  at  Mil- 
ford, to  Miss  Adelle  Burleigh,  and  four  children 
have  blessed  the  union : ( 1 ) Harry  D.  and  one 

other  died  in  infancy.  (3)  Mary  married  William 
K.  Peters,  a hardware  merchant  in  New  York 
City.  (4)  Nathaniel  C.,  who  is  not  married,  is 
employed  as  mail  clerk  at  the  Waldorf  Hotel  in 
New  York.  Mrs.  Detrick  died  May  31,  1891,  at  the 
age  of  forty-seven  years.  She  was  a native  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  her  father,  Captain  David  Bur- 
leigh, was  the  captain  of  an  ocean  vessel  for  many 
years,  but  in  1840  came  to  Milford  to  reside,  in 
order  to  restore  his  failing  health.  After  his  re- 
moval he  became  interested  in  land  speculations  in 
that  locality.  He  died  at  Milford  in  1850,  and  his 
wife,  Mary  Hill,  a native  of  Boston,  passed  away  in 
1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren : Sarah,  Adelle,  Octave,  Elizabeth,  and  Mary. 

FRANK  G.  FARNHAM,  who  is  engaged  in  a 
manufacturing  business  at  White  Mills,  Wayne 
county,  is  a resident  of  Honesdale,  where  he  was 
born  May  28,  1848.  He  is  a son  of  Frederick  W. 
Farnham,  who  in  his  day  was  one  of  the  most  ac- 
tive and  well-known  residents  of  this  section  of 
Wayne  county,  where  he  had  large  lumber  inter- 
ests. 

Mr.  Farnham  is  descended  from  good  old  Rev- 
olutionary stock.  He  is  a great-great-grandson  of 
Zebediah  Farnham,  who  during  the  Revolution 
served  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  8th  Connecticut 
regiment  from  July  until  December,  1775,  when 
he  was  transferred  to  a similar  position,  in  the  17th 
Connecticut  regiment,  in  which  he  remained  until 
wounded.  Through  the  remainder  of  the  war  he 
was  lieutenant,  of  marines  in  the  Continental  ship 
“Providence.”  His  son  Levi  (the  great-grand- 
father of  Frank  G.  Farnham)  also  belonged  to 
the  17th  Connecticut  regiment,  in  which  he  was 
corporal,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Island,  and  died  of  starvation  on  Christmas  Day, 
1776,  on  board  a British  prison  ship.  Samuel  Farn- 
ham, son  of  Levi,  lived  in  Oxford,  N.  Y.,  removing 
thence  from  New  London,  Conn.  He  was  a captain 
of  artillery  in  the  war  of  1812,  stationed  at  Fort 
Niagara. 

When  fifteen  years  of  age  Frederick  W.  Farn- 
ham came  from  Oxford,  N.  Y.,  to  Honesdale, 
Penn.,  with  a load  of  goods  for  Alexander  Farn- 
ham. At  that  time  Honesdale  was  only  a scattered 
village,  containing  two  or  three  stores  and  few 
important  interests  of  any  kind.  In  1830  the  firm 
of  Russell  & Wilcox  had  a mercantile  business  in 
a store  which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  Dela- 
ware & Hudson  depot.  Mr.  Wilcox  dying,  his 
interest  in  the  concern  was  purchased  by  A.  H. 
Farnham,  and  the  firm  was  Farnham  & Russell, 
until  Mr.  Russell  withdrew  to  give  his  attention 
to  another  branch  of  business,  and  his  place  in  the 
partnership  was  taken  by  Charles  Farnham,  when  it 
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became  known  as  Farnham  Bros.  Frederick  W. 
Farnham,  above  mentioned,  was  clerk  and  really 
general  manager  of  the  business,  and  in  addition 
to  general  merchandising,  they  ran  a line  of  freight 
boats  on  the  canal.  FTere  he  acquired  considerable 
experience,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he  com- 
menced on  his  own  account,  at  first  conducting  a 
store  on  the  south  side  of  Park  street,  east  of  the 
Plonesdale  mill.  This  store  was  subsequently 
moved  across  the  road  by  Dart  & Dickson,  and  still 
later  to  East  street  by  John  Brown,  who  used  it  as 
a furniture  factory,  and  finally  sold  it  to  the  Plones- 
dale Shoe  Company ; a few  years  afterward  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

About  the  time  of  his  marriage,  which  occurred 
in  1840,  Mr.  Farnham  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Honesdale  Mill  Company,  with  which  he  remained 
until  his  removal  to  Cherry  Ridge,  where  he  lo- 
cated on  a partly  cleared  farm.  Here  he  gave  his 
time  to  improving  the  place,  and  he  also  erected 
a sawmill  and  did  a general  lumbering  business, 
in  1853  selling  this  property  at  a substantial  ad- 
vance to  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company,  and 
investing  in  the  1 Hornbeck  sawmill  property  at 
White  Mills,  whither  he  removed  his  family  in  1857. 
He  continued  operations  on  this  property  for  twelve 
years,  during  which  time  he  put  in  the  second  cir- 
cular saw  in  the  county.  In  1869  he  purchased 
3,000  acres  of  Marcus  Kellam,  and  some  3,000  acres 
more  of  Mr.  Shouse,  which  included  the  Wilson- 
ville  sawmills  and  water  privileges,  and  he  made 
numerous  improvements  in  the  mills  and  did  an 
immense  lumber  business,  cutting  from  6,000,000  to 
7,000,000  feet  of  hemlock  and  pine  a year.  Mr. 
Farnham  not  only  had  control  of  the  large  prop- 
erty he  owned,  but  owing  to  the  falls  at  Wilson- 
ville,  of  large  tracts  of  timberland  at  the  head- 
waters of  the  north  and  south  forks  of  the  Wallen- 
paupack,  and  millions  of  feet  of  hemlock  were 
floated  down  the  stream  to  the  mills  every  year. 
His  operations  were  conducted  on  an  enormous 
scale ; but  the  great  panic  of  1873,  which  did  such 
injury  to  interests  everywhere,  did  not  spare  him, 
and  the  prosperity  of  his  mills  was  destroyed  be- 
yond reparation.  He  retired  to  his  White  Mills 
property,  and  a few  years  before  his  death  re- 
turned to  the  scenes  of  his  early  manhood  taking 
up  his  residence  again  in  Honesdale,  where  he 
ended  his  days.  Mr.  Farnham  had  decided  theories 
of  his  own  on  the  currency  question,  which  were 
strengthened  by  his  experience  in  1873,  and  caused 
him  to  change  his  party  allegiance  to  the  Green- 
backs, and  later  to  the  silver  advocates.  In  1876 
he  was  a Presidential  elector  on  the  Greenback 
ticket,  and  he  served  as  associate  judge  for  a short 
time,  having  been  appointed  to  that  office.  During 
the  years  of  his  greatest  activity  he  took  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  advancement  of  Wayne  county’s 
interests,  and  ranked  foremost  among  her  prominent 
and  wealthy  citizens. 

On  December  25,  1840,  Mr.  Farnham  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Eunice  A.  Gunn,  and  they  commenced 


housekeeping  in  the  “Slab  Castle.”  They  reared 
two  children — Fred  C.,  in  the  insurance  business  at 
Honesdale,  and  Frank  G.  The  former  married 
Charlotte  Oram,  and  has  one  child,  Norman,  who 
is  attending  school  at  Honesdale.  Frederick  W. 
Farnham  was,  in  his  earlier  years,  a prominent 
worker  in  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Honesdale,  and 
being  a good  singer  he  was  for  a long  time  leader 
of  the  choir.  On  March  10,  1899,  he  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years  and  ten  months,  in 
the  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties  except  sight, 
which  was  impaired  by  a cataract.  Eunice  A. 
(Gunn)  Farnham  was  born  near  Rome,  N.  Y., 
September  26,  1819,  a daughter  of  Simeon  and 
Rhodann  (Burton)  Gunn,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  at  Milford,  Conn.,  and  the  latter  at 
Woodbury,  that  State.  Her  father  was  Major  Bur- 
ton, one  of  the  officers  on  Gen.  Washington’s  staff. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gunn  were  born  two  sons  and 
two  daughters — Jeremiah  C. ; George  C. ; Mrs. 
Farnham ; and  Mrs.  Blake.  The  father  was  a man 
of  quiet  disposition,  in  politics  a Whig,  in  religion 
a Presbyterian.  He  spent  most  of  his  life  in  New 
York  State,  but  died  at  Cherry  Run,  Penn. 

Frank  G.  Farnham  makes  his  home  with  his 
mother,  who  still  enjoys  good  health  at  a ripe  old 
age.  He  received  a liberal  education  in  early  life, 
and  later  was  in  the  lumber  business  with  his  father 
for  some  years.  In  1870  he  went  to,  Hawley,  this 
county,  where  he  remained  for  six  years,  and  he  is 
at  present  engaged  in  manufacturing  at  White 
Mills,  making  polishing  brushes  for  cut  glass.  He 
possesses  mechanical  skill  and  ingenuity  above  the 
average,  and  is  an  inventor  of  considerable  note. 
The  firm  name  is  The  F.  G.  Farnham  Brush  Co., 
and  the  works  are  some  five  miles  from  Honesdale, 
and  give  employment  to  about  ten  hands.  They 
manufacture  not  only  polishing  brushes  for  cut 
glass  and  metal  polishing  brushes,  patented  by 
himself,  but  rotary  shoe  and  other  brushes.  He 
also  holds  patents  on  a feeding-up  machine  used 
in  putting  the  polishing  putty  to  the  rotary  polish- 
ing bench  used  in  polishing  glass  (this  machine 
is  used  on  a royalty  all  over  the  country)  ; an  im- 
proved tumbler  and  chimney  glass  blank  which  is 
also  out  on  a royalty.  Politically  he  is  a bimetallist 
He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  pres- 
ident of  the  Exchange  Club  of  Honesdale,  the 
leading  social  club  of  the  city. 

E.  J.  SANFORD,  who  for  the  past  nine  years 
has  been  the  efficient  and  popular  postmaster  of 
Island  Pond,  Wayne  county,  is  an  active,  enterpris- 
ing business  man,  whose  energies  have  not  been 
confined  to  one  line  of  operation,  for  he  successfully 
conducts  a general  store  in  Island  Pond,  and  also 
carries  on  farming  and  dairying  in  Preston  town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  that  township,  in  1848,  and 
throughout  life  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  its  interests. 

Joseph  B.  Sanford  was  born  in  1821,  in  Mon- 
roe, Conn.,  and  when  a young  man  came  to  Wayne 
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county,  where  he  married  Miss  Jane  Woodmansee, 
of  Preston  township,  a representative  of  a promi- 
nent pioneer  family  from  Massachusetts.  They  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  at  Winwood,  Penn.,  where 
the  father  purchased  a farm,  but  in  1864  removed  to 
Preston  township,  purchasing  a tract  of  timberland 
at  Island  Pond,  upon  which  he  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  death 
occurred  in  September,  1897,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1883.  Their  children  were  as  follows : 
(1)  Lucretia,  born  in  Preston  township,  in  1844, 
is  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Allen,  a lumberman  and  farmer 
of  Buckingham  township,  Wayne  county,  and  has  a 
family.  (2)  Daniel  L.,  born  in  1845,  married  Lucy 
Stanton,  and  with  his  family  lives  on  his  farm  in 
Preston  township.  (3)  Frank  B.,  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  1847,  wedded  Mary  Meins,  of  Wayne 
county,  by  whom  he  has  children,  and  they  make 
their  home  in  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  where  he  follows  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  (4)  E.  J.  is  the  next  of  the 
family.  (5)  James  C.,  born  in  1850,  married  Asby 
Haynes,  of  Wayne  county,  and  with  his  family  re- 
sides in  Preston  township.  (6)  William  H.,  born 
in  1852,  married  Viola  Dix,  of  Wayne  county,  and 
they  live  on  a part  of  the  old  homestead  in  Pres- 
ton township.  (7)  Hattie,  born  in  1854,  died  in 
i860.  (8)  Annie,  born  in  1861,  married  Clark 

Kilpatrick,  who  is  engaged  in  railroading  in  Car- 
bondale,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.  (9)  Luman  E., 
born  in  1863,  is  a graduate  of  the  Drew  Theological 
Seminary,  and  is  now  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Ariel,  Penn. ; he  married  Lizzie 
Dix  and  has  two  children. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  E.  J.  Sanford 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  schools  of  Pres- 
ton township,  and  he  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
until  he  attained  to  man’s  estate.  He  was  married, 
in.  1876,  to  Miss  Georgiana  Kilpatrick,  of  Wayne 
county,  who  died  in  1883,  leaving  three  children, 
who  were  all  born  on  the  old  homestead.  Robert 
G.,  born  in  1878,  is  a student  in  ITotches  high  school 
of  Connecticut;  and  Lottie,  born  in  1880,  and  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  1882,  are  attending  the  home  school. 
In  1886  Mr.  Sanford  was  again  married,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Miss  Mary  Dow,  of  Wayne 
county,  who  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  successfully  followed  teaching  for  about  ten 
years  in  Wayne  and  Susquehanna  counties.  Her 
parents,  George  and  Mary  L.  Dow,  were  natives 
of  Connecticut,  and  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Wayne 
county,  which  was  their  home  for  the  long  period 
of  seventy  years.  By  his  second  marriage,  Mr. 
Sanford  had  two  children : Lynn  Edgar,  who 

was  born  in  January,  1894,  and  died  March  24, 
1895;  and  Greta  Marie,  born  August  17,  1897. 

Mr.  Sanford  remained  on  the  old  home  farm 
caring  for  his  parents  until  they  were  called  to 
the  world  beyond,  after  which  he  purchased  the 
place,  making  it  his  home  until  1887,  when  he  re- 
moved to  an  adjoining  farm.  Here  he  has  erected 
a comfortable  residence  and  store  building,  and  now 
gives  considerable  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits. 


His  patronage  comes  from  a territory  many  miles 
in  extent.  The  establishment  would  do  credit  to  a 
much  larger  village  than  Island  Pond,  as  it  is  com- 
plete in  all  of  its  departments,  and  up  to  the  times 
in  every  particular.  In  1888,  during  President 
Cleveland’s  administration,  he  was  appointed  post- 
master, and  is  still  acceptably  filling  that  position. 
He  has  also  efficiently  served  as  school  director 
for  four  years.  His  political  support  is  always 
given  the  Prohibition  party,  as  he  is  an  earnest  tem- 
perance worker  and  a pronounced  enemy  of  the 
liquor  traffic. 

JOSIAH  WHITTAKER  is  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county.  He  is  a 
native  of  England,  but  when  a small  child  came 
with  his  parents  to  America,  and  in  this  country 
developed  the  traits  which  have  made  him  one  of 
the  successful  and  influential  men  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lives. 

He  was  born  at  Manchester,  England,  in  De- 
cember 1846,  son  of  Josiah  and  Sarah  (Tenant) 
Whittaker,  both  natives  of  that  fity.  Josiah  Whit- 
taker, Sr.,  was  born  January  18,  1820;  his  wife  in 
May,  1819.  Left  an  orphan  when  but  nine  years  of 
age,  and  being  the  oldest  in  a family  of  four,  he 
early  took  up  the  responsibilities  of  life,  and  main- 
tained the  others  until  each  one  in  turn  became  old 
enough  to  assist.  When  a boy  he  learned  the  ma- 
chinist’s .trade  and  followed  it  for  some  years.  In 
1850  he  migrated  with  his  wife  to  America.  Arriv- 
ing at  Philadelphia  he  decided  to  locate  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Penn.,  and  there  in  partnership 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Thomas  Wolden,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  shoelaces  and  skirt 
braid,  also  covering  the  hoops  for  the  first  hoop- 
skirts  made  in  America.  Business  was  conducted  for 
a number  of  years  under  the  name  of  Whittaker  & 
Wolden,  but  after  the  death  of  the  latter  it  was 
sold,  and  is  now  known  as  the  Star  Braid  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  and  prospered  beyond  their  expecta- 
tion. Owing  to  the  ill  health  of  Mr.  Whittaker  he 
was,  in  1858,  compelled  to  dispose  of  his  profitable 
enterprise.  Selling  his  interest  to  Mr.  Wolden, 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  South  Sterling, 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits ; conducting  a ^general  store  until 
his  death  in  December,  1888.  Early  in  that  year 
he  had  been  appointed  by  President  Cleveland  post- 
master at  Sterling,  and  held  the  office  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  His  widow  survived  him  until  March,, 
1898.  To  Josiah  and  Sarah  Whittaker  were  born 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  survived  him,  name- 
ly: Josiah,  John,  Eliza,  Jane  and  Mary.  Josiah, 

subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  eldest.  John,  born 
in  Manchester,  England,  in  December  1849;  mar- 
ried Maggie  Pearson,  of  Prompton,  Wayne  county, 
and  now  resides  on  the  farm  purchased  by  his 
father,  some  time  prior  to  the  latter’s  death ; he 
has  six  children,  as  follows — Jennie;  Robert,  who 
married  Miss  Barnes,  has  one  child  and  resides  at 
South  Stering;  Thomas;  Annie;  Maggie  and 
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Francis.  Eliza  Jane  Whittaker  was  born  at  Phila- 
delphia July  10,  1855,  married  John  Shall,  a farmer 
and  lumberman  of  Greene  township,  Pike  county, 
and  has  five  children — Mary,  Esther,  Elsie,  Florence 
and  Ada. 

Josiah  Whittaker  was  three  years  old  when 
he  crossed  the  ocean  with  his  parents.  Fie  attended 
the  public  schools,  receiving'  a fair  education.  Com- 
ing to  Wayne  county  with  his  father  he  managed 
the  latter’s  farm  for  a number  of  years.  In  1868 
Mr.  Whittaker  married  Miss  Sarah  Williams, 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Rachel  Williams,  well- 
known  pioneers  of  South  Sterling,  Wayne  county, 
and  sister  of  Hon.  J.  B.  Williams,  a leading  attor- 
ney of  Stroudsburg.  To  Josiah  and  Sarah  Whit- 
taker was  born  one  child,  Fannie,  now  Mrs.  Kimble, 
of  Honesdale,  Penn.  For  his  second  wife  our  sub- 
ject in  1874  married  Mrs.  Augusta  Roberts,  daugh- 
ter of  Christian  F.  and  Teresa  (Winters)  Blitz, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  January  11,  1849,  an<i 
in  May  of  the  same  year  was  brought  to  America 
by  her  parents,  who  settled  in  Philadelphia,  re- 
maining" in  that  city  three  years.  Christian  Blitz 
then  moved  to  Newfoundland,  AVayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  conducted  a meat  market  for  some  years, 
and  later  bought  a farm  in  Pike  county,  where 
both  parents  died.  By  her  first  marriage,  to  Mr. 
Roberts,  Mrs.  Whittaker  had  two  children : Fred- 
erick G.,  born  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  in  1871,  and  now 
a member  of  Troop  M,  8th  Cavalry,  stationed  at 
Puerto  Principe,  Cuba,  and  Elizabeth  M.,  born  in 
Wyoming,  Penn.,  in  1873,  now  the  wife  of  Allen 
Hudson,  in  the  sanitary  and  plumbing  business  of 
his  own,  in  New  York  city,  and  the  mother  of  one 
child — Augusta  L.  Hudson.  The  marriage  of  our 
subject  to  Mrs.  Roberts  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children — Lillie  May,  and  Sarah  T.  Lillie  May 
was  born  in  Pike  county  in  1878,  was  well  edu- 
cated in  the  home  schools  and  now  holds  a lucrative 
position  as  saleslady  in  the  large  wholesale  store 
of  Siegel  & Cooper,  on  Sixth  Avenue,  New  York. 
Sarah  Teressa  was  born  in  Pike  county  in  1880, 
married  Samuel  R.  Barr,  of  Virginia,  now  sales- 
man for  Runkle  Bros.  Cocoa  and  Chocolate  Co., 
New  York,  in  which  city  they  reside;  they  have  one 
daughter,  Edith  L.  Barr. 

In  1889  our  subject  purchased  what  is  known 
as  the  Henry  Shauler  farm  at  Mountain  Home.  He 
made  extensive  improvements,  building  a large  ad- 
dition to  the  dwelling  house,  erecting  a bank  barn 
32x42  feet,  and  has  so  developed  the  property  that 
it  is  now  one  of  the  well  improved  farms  of  Barrett 
township.  He  also  owns  a farm  in  Greene  township, 
Pike  county.  His  home  in  Barrett  township  is 
widely  known  as  Pleasant  View  farm.  For  four 
years  it  has  been  thrown  open  during  the  summer 
months  to  visitors  from  the  cities  and  many  guests 
have  found  here  the  rest  and  recuperation  which 
their  busy  urban  life  required.  The  home  is  one 
mile  distant  from  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  road  and  a carriage  meets  all  trains  com- 
ing from  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whittaker  are  Protestant  in  re- 
ligious faith,  and  during  his  busy  life  he  has  found 
time  to  devote  to  active  Christian  work.  He  has 
done  noble  work  in  the  Sunday  schools,  knowing 
the  lasting  effects  of  early  teaching  upon  the  human 
mind,  and  has  been  instrumental  in  starting  the 
Sunday  schools  at  German  Valley  and  other  points 
in  Greene  township.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  has  held  various  local  offices  within  the  gift 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  now  serving  as  presi- 
dent of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Whittaker  has  for 
thirty  years  been  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  is  a member  of  the  Mountain  Home  Lodge, 
No.  684. 

JOHN  MANLEY  (deceased),  who  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  highly  respected  and  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  was  born 
in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  March  22,  1825,  a son 
of  Patrick  and  Catherine  (Lynn)  Manley,  of  that 
county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death.  In  1849  the  mother,  with  three  children, 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  in  Hawley,  Penn., 
made  her  home  until  1871,  when  she  returned  to 
her  native  land  to  spend  her  remaining  days.  Her 
children  were  Francis,  who  died  in  Tafton,  Penn. ; 
Barbara,  who  married  Thomas  Brown,  and  both 
died  in  Ireland;  John;  and  Nellie,  who  married 
James  Lynn,  and  died  in  Chicago,  where  her  hus- 
band was  employed  on  public  works. 

Upon  the  home  farm  in  his  native  land,  John 
Manley  was  reared,  and  came  to  America  with  his 
mother,  locating  in  Hawley,  where  for  thirteen 
years  he  was  employed  as  night  watchman  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Company.  After  the  company 
removed  their  machine  shops  to  Dunmore,  he  was 
engaged  in  coal  mining  for  ten  years,  and  in  1879 
embarked  in  farming  in  Palmyra  township,  though 
he  still  continued  to  make  his  home  in  Hawley. 
As  a farmer  he  met  with  excellent  success  and 
became  quite  well-to-do. 

In  Hawley,  October  25,  1852,  Mr.  Manley 
married  Miss  Anna  Bowland,  Rev.  Father  Malone 
officiating.  She  was  also  a native  of  County  Mayo, 
Ireland,  born  May  10,  1833,  a daughter  of  William 
and  Dora  (Bowland)  Bowland,  who  previous  to 
their  marriage  were  not  related.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer  in  County  Mayo,  where  he  died,  and  in 
1851,  her  mother,  with  two  children,  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  becoming  residents  of  Hawley,  where  she 
died  May  6,  1871,  aged  seventy-four  years.  Her 
children  were  Patrick,  who  died  in  Hawley ; Mary, 
who  wedded  Patrick  Lynn  and  died  in  Pittston, 
Penn. ; Robert,  who  died  in  Hawley ; William,  who 
went  to  California  in  1854,  and  has  never  been 
heard  from  since;  Anna,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Christopher,  who  died  in  Hawley. 

The  record  of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Manley  is  as  follows : Catherine  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year  and  seven  months ; Anna  P. ; Prof. 
Patrick  J.  first  married  Dora  Boland,  of  Hawley, 
and  after  her  death  wedded  Mary  C.  Rutlidge,  of 
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Pittston  (he  is  an  attorney  by  profession,  but  is 
now  serving  as  principal  of  the  schools  of  Pitts- 
ton) ; Frances  E.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Kenny,  a 
railroad  engineer  living  in  Dunmore ; William  O. 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years ; John  C.  married 
Elizabeth  McCander,  and  is  now  employed  as 
motorman  on  a car  at  Stapleton,  N.  Y. ; James  J. 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  ; Joseph  J.  died  at  the 
age  of  nine  months ; Thomas  J.  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years ; Ella  and  Dora.  The  mother 
of  these  children  was  called  to  her  final  rest  Sep- 
tember io,  1893,  and  the  father  died  February 
19,  1895. 

As  an  ardent  Democrat,  Mr.  Manley  took  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  political  affairs,  and 
was  a recognized  leader  of  the  party  in  his  com- 
munity. He  was  honored  with  a number  of  local 
offices,  serving  in  some  official  position  most  of  the 
time,  including  the  offices  of  supervisor,  school 
director,  tax  collector  and  judge  of  elections.  Like 
the  other  members  of  his  family  he  was  a communi- 
cant of  the  Catholic  Church. 

E.  R.  FOSTER,  a highly  esteemed  citizen  of 
Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  the 
honored  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  whose  devotion 
to  his  country  was  tested  not  only  by  service  on 
the  field  of  battle,  but  in  the  still  more  deadly  dan- 
gers of  southern  prisons.  This  gallant  soldier  en- 
listed in  September,  1862,  at  Scranton,  but  was 
accredited  to  Honesdale,  and  assigned  to  Company 
C,  67th  P.  Y.  I.  He  enlisted  for  three  years  or 
during  the  war,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Harrisburg, 
Penn.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Spottsyl- 
vania  and  Winchester,  and  in  the  latter  engage- 
ment was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  confined  in  Libby 
prison  and  Belle  Isle  for  five  months  before  being 
exchanged.  Later  he  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Mine  Run,  and  various 
other  engagements,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Harrisburg  in  1865. 

Mr.  Foster  was  born  in  Tioga  county,  Penn., 
in  1840,  and  is  a son  of  George  M.  and  Helen 
(Soper)  Foster,  natives  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y., 
who  came  to  Pennsylvania  at  an  early  day.  The 
father  is  now  deceased,  but  the  mother  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  in  Wisconsin.  In  their  family 
were  eight  children^  E.  R.,  our  subject;  Mrs. 
Phebe  Carpenter,  a resident  of  Uniondale,  Penn. ; 
Archibald,  of  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; Elizabeth,  who  died  in  Kansas ; Mrs.  Laura 
Cheesebrough ; Louisa;  Carrie;  and  Nelson,  a resi- 
dent of  Wisconsin. 

E.  R.  Foster  was  twelve  years  of  age  when  he 
left  his  native  county  and  came  to  Ararat  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  has  always  engaged  in  farming  and 
now  owns  a good  place  of  forty-seven  acres,  which 
he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  In 
1865,  in  Ararat  township,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Jerusha  Cottrell,  a native  of  Bradford 
county,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
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(Slocum)  Cottrell,  early  settlers  of  Ararat  town- 
ship, where  they  continued  to  reside  until  called 
from  this  life.  Mr.  Foster  is  an  honored  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Starrucca,  and  is  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  its 
principles. 

OREON  STAPLES  RHODES,  M.  D.,  an 
able  and  successful  physician  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
is  a member  of  a family  which  has  been  prominent 
in  Monroe  county  from  an  early  period.  The  first 
of  the  name  came  from  Germany  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and,  according  to  good  authority, 
settled  in  Pennsylvania.  The  records  of  the  early 
generations  are  unfortunately  very  meager,  and 
although  the  great-great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  his 
name  is  not  now  known. 

Jacob  Rhodes,  son  of  this  worthy  patriot,  was 
born  and  reared  near  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  where  he 
made  his  permanent  home.  He  married  and  had 
several  children. 

Adam  Rhodes,  the  second  son  of  Jacob,  was 
born  on  the  homestead  near  Bethlehem,  and  re- 
mained there  until  his  marriage  to  Catherine  Bea- 
secker,  a native  of  the  same  locality.  Later  he 
removed  to  what  is  now  Hamilton  township,  Mon- 
roe (then  Northampton)  county,  and  purchased 
the  place  afterward  known  as  the  Williams  farm. 
At  that  time  it  was  only  partially  cleared,  but  Mr. 
Rhodes  improved  it,  making  a pleasant  homestead. 
Late  in  life  he  sold  the  place  and  bought  a smaller 
home,  retiring  from  active  business.  His  death 
occurred  in  1846  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Jacob,  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and  his  wife  died 
in  February,  1864,  aged  eighty-six  years.  They 
had  nine  children:  Adam,  Nancy,  Abraham,  John, 
Leah,  Thomas  W.,  Rachel,  Jacob  and  Eliza. 

Thomas  W.  Rhodes,  our  subject’s  grandfather, 
was  born  August  10,  1811,  in  Hamilton  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  his  early  educational  advan- 
tages were  limited  to  a few  months  of  study  each 
winter  in  the  local  schools.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  was  apprenticed  to  George  Keller,  a car- 
penter, who  lived  on  a farm  afterward  owned  by 
Mr.  Rhodes.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  three 
years  he  began  to  work  at  the  millwright’s  trade, 
and  for  nine  years  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Linton, 
being  foreman  for  three  years.  He  then  engaged 
in  business  on  his  own  account,  keeping  several 
companies  of  men  busy  building  mills  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  Jersey,  and  in  1849  he  took  charge 
of  the  lumber  business  of  Williams  Brothers  and 
John  Comfort,  with  whom  he  remained  six  years. 
In  1855  he  retired  from  both  branches  of  business, 
but  the  habit  of  action  was  strong  upon  him  and 
at  times  he  would  take  contracts  for  the  erection 
of  important  buildings  or  assist  in  corporate  enter- 
prises. He  built  the  Stroudsburg  Bank  building 
in  1858,  the  Stroudsburg  woolen  mills  in  1865,  and 
in  1869  he  built  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Strouds- 
burg. In  1856  he  helped  to  reorganize  the  Strouds- 
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burg  Bank,  of  which  he  remained  a director  for 
many  years,  and  in  1865  he  became  a director  in  the 
Stroudsburg  Woolen  Mill  Company,  being  elected 
president  three  years  later.  In  1845  he  became 
identified  with  the  Monroe  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Co.,  in  which  he  served  many  years  as  director, 
manager  and  surveyor.  In  religious  work  he  was 
active  as  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  holding 
office  as  elder,  deacon  and  trustee,  and  politically  he 
was  a stanch  Republican  and  at  different  times  held 
official  positions  in  his  township.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  was  appointed  three  times  on  a committee 
to  fill  the  quota  of  men  for  his  township,  and  on  one 
occasion  he  accepted  this  difficult  task  reluctantly 
after  others  had  tried  and  failed  in  the  work,  but 
in  every  instance  he  was  successful,  his  skill  and 
energy  overcoming-  every  difficulty.  His  death  oc- 
curred January  25,  1891,  at  the  home  which  he  had 
purchased  in  1833  and  beautified  by  years  of  care. 
On  January  14,  1836,  be  married  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Heller,  who  was  born  March  5,  1818,  daughter  of 
Solomon  and  Mary  ( Beninger)  Heller.  She  died 
January  4,  1853,  and  on  July  5,  1853,  he  married 
Miss  Catherine  Keller,  who  was  born  December  24, 
1822,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Heller) 
Keller,  and  granddaughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Andrews)  Keller.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had 
eight  children  : Sydenham  H.,  born  April  18,  1837  ; 
Charles  L.,  our  subject’s  father;  Merion  W.,  born 
April  1,  1841 ; Ellen  A.,  born  January  6,  1843,  died 
April  4,  1845  1 Edward  H.,  born  January  23,  1845  i 
George  H.,  born  January  13,  1847,  died  April  4, 
1881;  Martha  S.,  born  July  9,  1849;  and  Johnson 
G.,  born  October  7,  1851.  By  the  second  union 
there  were  six  children,  born  as  follows : Steward 

T.,  June  3,  1854;  Erwin  J.,  August  29,  1856;  Mary 
M.  and  Jennie  L.,  April  9,  i860;  Anna  C.,  January 
10,  1863  ; Mildred  F.,  May  5,  1866. 

Charles  L.  Rhodes  was  born  May  23,  1839,  in 
Cherry  Valley,  Monroe  county,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  learning  the  trade  of  carpenter  and 
builder.  He  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  and 
for  many  years  was  identified  with  the  Strouds- 
burg Lumber  Co.,  but  he  retired  some  time  ago. 
He  is  an  active  worker  in  the  M.  E.  Church  in  his 
locality,  and  in  politics  he  is  a firm  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  Staples,  and  they  had  two  children : 
Oreon  Staples,  our  subject,  and  Clare,  wife  of  W. 
B.  Eilenberger,  an  attorney. 

Oreon  S.  Rhodes  was  born  in  Stroudsburg, 
January  31,  1863.  After  completing  a course  of 
study  in  Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston,  Penn.,  he 
went  West  and  spent  three  years  in  travel,  chiefly 
in  the  Rocky  Mountain  region.  On  his  return  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  with  a Stroudsburg 
physician  as  his  preceptor,  and  later  he  pursued  a 
course  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  graduating  in  1889.  He 
located  first  in  Wilkesbarre,  and  after  eighteen 
months  removed  to  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  where  he 
acquired  a large  practice  and  remained  two  and  a 


half  years.  At  this  period  his  wife’s  health  de- 
manded a change  of  climate,  and  at  the  solicitation 
of  friends  he  came  to  East  Stroudsburg  to  practice 
among  the  acquaintances  of  his  early  days.  Here 
he  has  won  an  excellent  reputation  in  his  profession, 
and  his  now  lucrative  practice  is  constantly  growing 
as  the  years  pass  by.  Doctor  Rhodes  is  a man  of 
fine  personal  appearance,  and  his  mental  gifts  are 
of  a high  order.  In  1887  he  married  Miss  Ellen 
Kings,  and  both  are  popular  in  the  social  life  of 
their  city.  The  Doctor  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  of  various  fraternal  orders,  including 
the  P.  O.  S.  A.,  the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  the  Alumni 
Association  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  while 
professionally  he  is  connected  with  the  Lehigh  Val- 
ley Medical  Association. 

JOSPIUA  BOYD,  a well-known  merchant  and 
the  popular  postmaster  of  Franklin  Forks,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  commercial  interests  of  that  place  for  al- 
most thirty  years.  As  a business  man  he  has  been 
enterprising,  energetic  and  always  abreast  of  the 
times,  and  due  success  has  not  been  denied  him. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  born  at  Mt.  Hope,  Orange  Co., 

N.  Y.,  January  19,  1833,  a son  °f  Freegift  and 
Lucretia  (Tompkins)  Boyd,  also  natives  of  that 
county,  who  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
in  1845,  and  located  near  Montrose  in  Bridgewater 
township.  The  father,  who  was  a prominent  farmer 
of  his  community,  died  in  1881,  aged  eighty  years, 
the  mother  in  1882,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  and 
the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  Franklin  Forks 
cemetery.  Religiously  they  were  sincere  and  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  them  were  as  follows : Adelaide,  who 
died  unmarried ; Joshua  ; Mary,  wife  of  L.  O.  Smith, 
a carpenter  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; John,  a grocer 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Caroline,  widow  of  William 
Burrow,  of  Franklin  township;  and  Frances,  a 
resident  of  Newburg,  N.  Y. 

Until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years, 
Joshua  Boyd  remained  upon  the  home  farm  with 
his  parents,  and  for  the  following  three  years  he 
engaged  in  clerking  in  the  mercantile  establishment 
of  Z.  Cobb,  at  Montrose.  For  one  year  he  was  en- 
gaged in  business  on  his  own  account  at  that  place,  I 
and  for  three  years  in  Camptown,  Bradford  Co., 
Penn.,  and  in  1870  opened  his  present  store  at 
Franklin  Forks,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  was 
not  long  in  building  up  the  large  trade  which  he  now 
enjoys,  it  being  secured  by  fair  dealing,  courteous 
treatment  of  customers,  and  a well  selected  stock  of 
goods.  Since  his  residence  here  he  has  continuously 
served  as  postmaster  with  the  exception  of  a year 
and  a half  under  President  Cleveland’s  administra- 
tion. He  has  also  filled  the  office  of  township  treas- 
urer for  three  years  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned,  and  is  unwavering  in  his  support  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  In  religious 
faith  he  is  a Presbyterian. 

On  February  21,  18 66,  in  Middletown,  N.  Y., 
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Mr.  Boyd  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah 
J.  Kirby,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children, 
namely:  Bell,  now  the  wife  of  William  A.  Tets- 

worth,  commissioner’s  clerk,  residing  at  Montrose ; 
and  Augusta,  wife  of  Prof.  W.  B.  Wilson,  of 
Wood’s  Business  College,  New  York.  Mrs.  Boyd, 
a most  estimable  lady,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  know  her,  was  born  in  Montrose,  June  13, 
1844,  a daughter  of  Silas  H.  and  Julia  A.  (Crane) 
Kirby,  natives  of  Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
who  in  1844  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
but  soon  returned  to  the  Empire  State.  The  father 
was  a pattern  maker  by  occupation,  and  held  a 
number  of  city  offices  in  New  York.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a Presbyterian,  always  took  an  active 
part  in  church  work,  and  was  one  of  the  eleven 
who  founded  the  second  church  at  Middletown,  N. 
Y.  He  died  December  2,  1895,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven years,  his  wife  January  13,  1896,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  both  were  buried 
in  Pine  Hill  cemetery,  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  To 
them  were  born  six  children,  namely : Sarah,  wife 

of  our  subject;  George  H.,  a retired  hatter,  of  Mid- 
dletown, N.  Y. ; and  Anna,  Abby,  Emmett  and 
Everitt,  who  all  died  young.  Mrs.  Boyd’s  paternal 
grandparents  were  John  and  Jerusha  (Hulse) 
Kirby,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  the  maternal 
were  John  and  Sarah  (Ayers)  Crane,  of  Orange 
county,  New  York. 

ALONZO  MILES  PARKER,  a representa- 
tive well-to-do  farmer  of  Auburn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  October  28,  1848,  on 
the  place  he  now  owns,  and  with  the  exception  of 
one  year  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  the  township. 

Alonzo  H.  Parker,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  January  21,  1813,  and  on 
December  30,  1834,  was  married  there  to  x\ngeline 
Howard,  a native  of  the  same  State,  whence  they 
removed  not  long  afterward  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  They  located  first  at  Auburn  Four  Corners, 
later  residing  for  a time  at  Auburn  Center,  and  in 
about  1836  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  their 
son  Alonzo  M.,  but  which  at  that  time  was  nothing 
more  than  a wilderness.  In  1880  they  removed  to 
Bradford  county,  where  they  remained  twelve  years, 
but  they  eventually  returned  to  the  old  farm,  where 
they  ended  their  days,  Mr.  Parker  dying  February 
12,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  his 
wife  on  March  9,  of  the  same  year,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five.  They  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  Bolles 
cemetery.  Mr.  Parker  followed  several  trades  dur- 
ing his  earlier  life,  but  he  devoted  himself  to  farm- 
ing during  his  later  years,  clearing  and  cultivating 
his  place  in  Auburn  township.  He  and  his  wife  had 
a family  of  six  children,  namely : Horace,  who  died 
February  8,  1843 1 Zoroaster,  who  died  April  22, 
1846;  Willard,  who  is  a farmer  in  Kalkaska,  Mich. ; 
Mary  E.,  who  died  August  22,  1857,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years ; Alonzo  M. ; and  Charles  M.,  who  is 
a farmer  and  carpenter  and  resides  in  Bradford 
county. 


Alonzo  Miles  Parker  was  given  the  advantages 
afforded  by  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
and  was  trained  to  farming  on  the  home  place,  a 
vocation  which  differed  somewhat  from  that  of  the 
modern  agriculturist,  for  his  father’s  farm  had  to 
be  converted  from  a dreary  waste  into  a productive 
condition,  and  there  was  no  improved  machinery 
to  help  him  over  the  hardest  part  of  the  work. 
However,  our  subject  has  kept  thoroughly  abreast 
of  the  times,  adopting  new  methods  and  ideas 
wherever  practicable,  with  the  result  that  he  has  a 
home  and  property  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud, 
and  which  is  an  improvement  to  the  township  as 
well  as  a means  of  income  to  the  owner.  He  carries 
on  dairying  in  addition  to  general  farming,  and  has 
made  a complete  success  of  both,  occupying  a solid 
place  among  the  substantial  and  prosperous  farmers 
of  the  vicinity.  He  is  highly  respected,  and  his 
fellow-citizens  have  given  proof  of  their  confidence 
in  his  ability  and  trustworthiness  by  electing  him 
to  various  local  positions,  which  he  has  filled  with 
universal  satisfaction.  Pie  served  for  six  years  as 
school  director,  and  in  February,  1897,  was  elected 
supervisor  for  a term  of  three  years. 

On  July  4,  1870,  at  Tunkhannock,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Parker  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Carter,  who 
was  born  February  1,  1853,  at  South  Auburn,  and 
six  children  have  come  to  this  union,  namely : 
Sollie  B.,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township,  who  mar- 
ried Carrie  Roberts;  Isaac  C.,  living  at  home;  Etta 
M.,  wife  of  Olin  Tewksbury,  a farmer  of  Auburn 
township ; George  C.,  a resident  of  Bradford  coun- 
ty, who  married  Julia  Fish ; and  Angie  B.  and  Ben- 
jamin G.,  living  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker 
occupied  another  farm  near  their  home  for  one 
year  after  their  marriage.  They  attend  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  politically  Mr.  Parker  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  (Carter)  Parker  is  the  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Aurelia  (Bunnell)  Carter,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Auburn  township,  son  of 
Samuel  and  grandson  of  Hiram  and  Hannah  (Daly) 
Carter,  who  came  to  Susquehanna  county  from  New 
Jersey  in  an  early  day.  Samuel  Carter  was  born  in 
Susquehanna  county  and  carried  on  farming  in 
Auburn  township  all  his  life.  He  married  Dorcas 
Benscoter,  a native  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  who 
died  in  1867,  when  fifty-eight  years  of  age.  He 
passed  away  March  29,  1863,  aged  fifty-five  years, 
and  their  remains  rest  in  South  Auburn.  Isaac, 
the  eldest  of  their  family  of  eight  children,  was  also 
a lifelong  farmer  of  Auburn  township,  in  1853  set- 
tling on  the  farm  which  the  family  have  since  occu- 
pied. He  married  for  his  first  wife  Aurelia 
Bunnell,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  namely : 
Ziba,  who  is  a farmer  of  Bradford  county;  Mary  E., 
Mrs.  Parker;  and  Scott  and  Frank,  both  of  whom 
died  young.  The  mother  of  these  died  in  October, 
1866,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years,  and  was  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  South  Auburn.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Solomon  and  Eleanor  (Place)  Bunnell, 
of  Connecticut,  who  settled  in  an  early  day  in 
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Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  where  they  died.  On  No- 
vember 7,  1870,  at  Clark  Summit,  Penn.,  Isaac 
Carter  married  Ellen  Benscoter,  daughter  of  John 
and  Jane  (Coates)  Benscoter,  and  by  this  union  he 
had  three  children:  John  B.,  who  now  carries  on 
the  old  farm  in  Auburn  township ; Samuel  C.,  who 
died  when  two  and  a half  years  old ; and  Eva  L., 
living  at  home.  Mr.  Carter  passed  away  August 
1,  1894,  aged  sixty-six  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  South  Auburn  cemetery.  He  was  not  a mem- 
ber of  any  church,  but  he  was  a constant  attendant 
at  the  services  of  the  M.  E.  Society,  and  he  was  an 
honorable,  upright  man,  highly  esteemed  wherever 
he  was  known.  His  widow  still  lives  on  the  old 
farm. 

D.  P.  HINE,  a leading  agriculturist  of  Preston 
township,  is  one  of  Wayne  county’s  native  sons  and 
a representative  of  one  of  her  most  prominent  and 
honored  families,  whose  identification  with  her  his- 
tory dates  from  an  early  period  in  the  development 
of  the  county.  He  was  born  September  30,  1849, 
a son  of  Royal  and  Sarah  ( Johnson)  Hine. 

The  founder  of  the  family  in  Pennsylvania  was 
his  paternal  grandfather,  Merritt  Hine,  who  was 
born  December  26,  1792,  a son  of  David  and  Jane 
Hine,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six  years.  As  a Continental  soldier,  David 
Hine  aided  the  colonies  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
In  1810,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  Merritt  Hine 
emigrated  to  Ararat,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  married  Catherine  Belcher,  and  in  1840  they 
located  at  what  is  now  known  as  Hine’s  Corners, 
Wayne  county,  only  three  acres  of  their  farm  being 
cleared  at  that  time.  In  their  family  were  twelve 
children,  namely:  Mrs.  Julia  Knapp;  Ira;  Mrs. 

Marinda  Benedict ; John  ; Royal ; Philander  ; Alema ; 
Lorenzo ; Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Thurston ; Mrs.  Elizabeth 
B.  Tuthill;  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Tallman;  and  David 
Jackson.  Twelve  children  were  born  to  Royal  and 
Sarah  (Johnson)  Hine,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  yet 
living,  all  residing  within  a half  mile  of  the  old 
Tome.  Six  of  the  boys  are  successful  farmers,  and 
•one  a well-known  merchant.  They  are  as  follows : 
Stanley;  D.  P.,  our  subject;  Mrs.  Adelaide  Cham- 
berlain; Lafayette;  Julia,  deceased;  Willie;  Edwin; 
Alba,  a merchant  and  postmaster  at  Orson,  Penn. ; 
Eva  ; Belle  ; Ella  ; and  Clayton.  The  father  of  these 
children,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  his  wife  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four.  Both  were  active  and  zealous  work- 
ers in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which 
they  belonged,  and  in  which  for  several  years  pre- 
vious to  his  death  he  was  a class  leader.  Politically 
he  was  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

The  literary  education  of  D.  P.  Hine  was  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools  near  his  boyhood 
home,  and  upon  his  father’s  farm  he  learned  lessons 
of  industry  and  honesty.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  Preston  township,  com- 
prising 175  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  he 
has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 


improved  with  a fine  residence,  large  barn  and  sub- 
stantial outbuildings.  His  home  is  conveniently 
located  about  eighty  rods  from  the  depot  at  Orson, 
Penn.  In  addition  to  general  farming,  he  is  inter- 
ested in  the  dairy  business,  and  in  all  his  under- 
takings has  met  with  a well  deserved  success. 

On  February  19,  1873,  Mr.  Hine  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Palmer,  a daughter  of  Comfort  and 
Jane  Palmer,  early  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  who 
were  born  in  Connecticut,  and  by  birthright  were 
Quakers.  In  the  Palmer  family  were  seven  chil- 
dren, as  follows : Abner,  who  was  a soldier  of  the 
Civil  war,  and  died  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
leaving  a widow  and  three  children — Eliza,  Adda 
and  Zirah ; Daniel  and  George,  who  laid  down  their 
lives  on  the  altar  of  their  country  during  the  Re- 
bellion; Alexander,  who  died  April  25,  1859,  in 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Halson,  who  is  a resident 
of  Preston  township,  and  has  two  children — How- 
ard and  Hattie;  Franklin,  who  died  when  young; 
and  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  our  subject.  The  father 
died  upon  the  old  home  farm  in  1867,  and  the 
mother  passed  awav  in  1893,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty  years.  Politically  he  was  a Republican. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hine,  namely:  Clinton  M.  is  at  home;  Clarence 

(twin  brother  of  Clinton)  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years ; and  Edith  is  also  at  home.  Politically,  Mr. 
Hine  is  an  uncompromising  Republican,  taking  an 
active  and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs. 
He  is  always  courteous,  kindly  and  affable,  and 
those  who  know  him  have  for  him  personally  a 
warm  regard. 

ELIAS  R.  BARRETT,  a leading  meat  mer- 
chant and  popular  citizen  of  Susquehanna,  was  born 
in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1843,  and  is  a son  of  Alvin  W.  and 
Mary  J.  (Hazen)  Barrett,  natives  of  Vermont,  the 
former  born  in  1817,  the  latter  in  1818.  They 
were  married  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  they  still  continue  to  reside.  For 
twenty-four  years  the  father  was  engaged  in  the 
butcher  business,  but  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  has  followed  farming.  He  is  well  and 
favorably  known  and  has  been  called  upon  to  serve 
in  township  offices.  Religiously  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  .the  Freewill  Baptist  Church.  Their 
children  are  Alvin  C.,  Julia,  Elias  R.,  Polly,  Edson 
A.,  Alice  and  Frank. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject  as- 
sisted in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  carrying  on 
that  occupation  until  after  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 
At  the  age  of  twenty,  he  enlisted  in  August,  1864, 
for  one  year  in  Battery  H,  1st  Penn.  Light  Artil- 
lery, and  was  mustered  in  at  Scranton,  Penn.  He 
was  in  no  engagements,  but  was  on  garrison  duty, 
as  the  company  was  dismounted.  It  was  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Fagan,  and  was  mustered  out  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  in  June,  1865.  After  his  return 
home  he  was  employed  for  two  years  as  a traveling 
salesman  for  his  brother,  Alvin  C.,  and  later  en- 
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gaged  in  farming  in  Jackson  and  New  Milford 
townships  until  March,  1875,  when  he  embarked  in 
the  meat  business.  From  Jackson  township,  he 
removed  to  Susquehanna  and  opened  his  present 
market  in  June,  1895.  He  has  built  up  a large  and 
profitable  trade,  has  prospered  in  his  undertakings, 
and  besides  his  town  property  he  owns  a fine  farm 
of  100  acres. 

In  April,  1867,  in  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna 
county,  Mr.  Barrett  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  L. 
French,  a native  of  Jackson  township,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Nelson  and  Mary  (Kendel)  French,  natives 
of  Vermont.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett  were  born 
three  children : Frederick  R.,  who  died  at  the  age 

of  three  months ; Agnes,  wife  of  Harry  M.  Page, 
a farmer  of  Jackson  township ; and  Herbert,  at 
home.  The  Republican  party  finds  in  Mr.  Barrett 
a stanch  supporter,  and  while  a resident  of  Jackson 
township,  he  most  creditably  filled  the  offices  of 
school  director  two  terms,  township  clerk  one  term, 
and  treasurer  of  the  school  board  one  year.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a Knight  Templar  Mason,  and  stands 
high  in  social  as  well  as  in  business  circles. 

CHARLES  McARDLE,  the  genial  landlord 
of  the  “National  Hotel,”  at  Honesdale,  Wayne 
county,  is  widely  and  favorably  known  among  the 
traveling  public  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  have 
succeeded  in  making  their  hostelry  one  of  the  best 
in  this  section.  The  building  is  commodious  and 
well  arranged,  and  is  fitted  up  with  gas,  electric 
light,  bath  rooms,  and  every  modern  convenience, 
while  a large  brick  stable  supplies  accommodations 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  horses.  As  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McArdle  are  popular  among  the  old-time  residents 
of  the  locality,  the  farmers  of  the  vicinity  make  a 
point  of  patronizing  the  house  when  in  town  and 
every  Sunday  the  stable  is  filled  to  its  utmost  ca- 
pacity with  the  teams  of  church-goers  from  the 
country.  The  table  is  always  supplied  with  the  best 
that  the  market  affords,  while  one  can  obtain  the 
choicest  wines  and  liquors  at  the  well-kept  bar. 

Mr.  McArdle  is  a native  of  Prattsville,  Greene 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  his  parents,  James  and  Naomi 
(Beardsley)  McArdle,  were  residents  of  Schoharie 
county,  in  the  same  State.  He  was  one  of  a family 
of  five  children  and  was  but  a child  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  his  parents.  The  eldest  brother,  James, 
is  not  married  and  resides  in  New  York  City ; and 
of  the  three  sisters,  Lela  died  in  childhood ; Ella 
married  Otto  Boss,  a hotelkeeper  in  Florida ; and 
Flora,  who  was  born  in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  mar- 
ried Vanus  Ballard,  of  Catskill,  New  York. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents  our  subject  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  a Mr.  Ballard,  of  New  York 
State,  where  his  youth  was  spent,  and  where  he 
received  a good  practical  education  in  the  public 
schools  before  entering  upon  his  business  career. 
He  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  and  for  three 
years  was  engaged  in  that  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count in  Prattsville,  Greene  county,  N.  Y.  In  1875 
he  engaged  in  an  omnibus  business  which  he  con- 


tinued until  1885,  when  he  went  to  Florida.  For 
about  a year  he  followed  the  butcher’s  trade  there, 
but  he  afterward  returned  to  his  native  county  and 
remained  until  1888.  Since  that  date  he  has  been 
a resident  of  Honesdale,  where  he  was  first  em- 
ployed in  the  shoe  factory  of  Durland,  Thompson 
& Co.,  for  about  seven  years.  In  1895  he  took 
charge  of  the  “National  Hotel”  as  manager  for 
Mrs.  Maggie  Weaver,  widow  of  its  former  proprie- 
tor, the  late  Otto  Weaver.  This  business  arrange- 
ment had  a romantic  ending,  he  manying,  in  1896, 
Mrs.  Weaver,  the  union  proving  a most  happy  one, 
and  the  hotel  continues  to  prosper  under  their  united 
care.  In  politics  Mr.  McArdle  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican, having'  always  been  identified  with  that  party, 
and  as  a good  citizen  he  takes  great  interest  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  country  at  large 
and  the  community  where  he  has  made  his  home. 

Mrs.  Charles  McArdle  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Fannie  Smith, 
who  were  both  natives  of  Oregon  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  were  married  there  in  1861.  For  some 
years  her  father  was  interested  in  a sawmill  in  that 
township,  but  later  he  removed  to  Indian  Orchard, 
where  he  died  in  1879  of  consumption.  His  widow 
was  married  in  1882  to  Abram  Knapp,  of  Hones- 
dale, who  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  of 
good  Colonial  stock,  members  of  his  family  having 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  showed  his  patriotism  by  service  in  Com- 
pany D,  179th  P.  V.  I.  Mrs.  McArdle  has  an  only 
sister,  Emma,  who  was  a native  of  Wayne  county 
and  married  William  Brqctel,  of  Honesdale,  who 
died  in  1897,  leaving  no  children.  The  late  Otto 
Weaver,  formerly  a prominent  resident  of  Hones- 
dale, was  successfully  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1895.  His  marriage 
to  the  present  Mrs.  McArdle  occurred  in  1888,  and 
they  had  two  sons,  William,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years,  and  Otto,  who  died  in  infancy. 

THOMAS  CADEN.  Ireland  has  furnished 
to  the  United  States  many  bright,  enterprising 
young  men  who  have  left  their  native  land  to  enter 
the  business  circles  of  this  country  with  its  more 
progressive  methods,  livelier  competition  and  ad- 
vancement more  quickly  secured.  Among  this  num- 
ber is  Mr.  Caden,  who  has  for  over  twenty  years 
successfully  conducted  one  of  the  leading  hotels  of 
Starrucca,  Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Caden  was  born  in  Carmore,  County  Kil-' 
dare,  Ireland,  May  23,  1833,  a son  of  Peter  and 
Annie  (Kelley)  Caden,  who  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  that  country.  Our  subject  was  second  in  the 
order  of  birth  in  their  family  of  three  children  : ( 1) 
John  came  to  America  in  1856  and  worked  in  a 
tannery  at  Starrucca  for  a number  of  years,  but 
now  makes  his  home  on  a farm  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  He  married  Ellen  Timothy,  of 
Wayne  county,  who  was  a native  of  Ireland,-  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  three  children : Martin, 
who  died  in  early  manhood  ; John,  who  is  working  in 
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Port  Allegheny,  Penn. ; and  Katie,  who  was  born 
in  Wayne  county,  and  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 
(3)  Mary,  born  in  1834,  was  educated  in  Ireland, 
and  when  a young  lady  came  to  the  United  States, 
locating  first  in  Wayne  county.  Here  she  married 
Thomas  Comly,  also  a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
and  to  them  were  born  several  children.  They  re- 
moved to  Chicago,  111.,  some  years  ago,  and  nothing 
farther  has  ever  been  heard  of  them. 

In  1851  Thomas  Caden  emigrated  to  the  New 
World,  and  soon  after  landing  at  New  York  ob- 
tained a position  with  Mr.  Phillips,  of  Queens 
county,  Long-  Island,  with  whom  he  remained  some 
six  months.  During  the  following  four  years  he 
worked  in  the  brickyard  of  Alcott  & Starble,  in 
Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  where  in  1853  he  married 
Miss  Julia  Butler,  of  that  county,  a daughter  of 
Plenry  Butler,  a native  of  Ireland,  and  they  began 
their  domestic  life  in  Athens,  Greene  county.  In 
1856  Mr.  Caden  came  to  Starrucca,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  where  for  twenty-four  years  he  was  employed 
in  the  tannery  of  E.  P.  Strong,  serving  as  foreman 
for  the  last  three  years.  He  was  instrumental  in 
saving  a number  of  lives  at  the  time  when  the 
waterspout  in  September,  1863,  broke  the  dam  and 
flooded  the  town  of  Starrucca.  In  1877  he  purchased 
a lot  in  that  place,  on  which  he  erected  a large  hotel, 
which  he  has  since  successfully  conducted. 

His  wife,  who  had  cheerfidly  shared  with  him 
all  the  hardships  and  trials  of  their  early  married 
life,  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  May,  1893.  To 
them  had  been  born  five  children-:  (1)  Michael, 

born  in  Athens,  N.  Y.,  in  1854,  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Wayne  county,  and  on  reaching  manhood 
wedded  Margaret  Dillon  of  that  county.  He  re- 
sided in  Starrucca  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  June,  1887.  Of  his  four  children,  the  three  eldest 
live  with  our  subject  in  Starrucca,  to-wit — Thomas, 
born  in  1876;  John,  born  in  1878;  and  Henry,  born 
in  1880.  Mary,  the  youngest,  was  born  in  Star- 
rucca, in  1882,  and  resides  with  her  mother.  (2) 
Henry,  born  in  1856,  in  Athens,  N.  Y.,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Starrucca,  and  worked  in  the 
tannery  with  his  father  until  his  marriage,  at  pres- 
ent serving  as  foreman  of  a tannery  in  Port  Alle- 
gheny, McKean  Co.,  Penn.  He  married  Jane  Ansley, 
of  Wellsboro,  Tioga  Co.,  Penn.,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren: Julia,  who  was  born  in  Wellsboro,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years ; John  and  Lizzie,  also 
natives  of  Wellsboro ; and  George,  born  in  Star- 
rucca. (3)  Peter,  born  in  Starrucca,  in  1859,  lives 
in  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  emploved  in  the 
roundhouse  of  a railroad  company.  He  married 
Maggie  Gaffey,  of  Wayne  county,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland,  and  they  have  six  children — Mary,  who 
was  born  in  Starrucca,  and  lives  at  home  with  her 
parents;  Julia,  who  was  born  in  Starrucca,  and  re- 
sides with  our  subject;  and  Michael,  Annie,  Harry 
and  Maggie,  who  were  all  born  in  Susquehanna 
county,  and  are  at  home.  (4)  Thomas,  born  in 
Starrucca,  in  May,  1861,  acquired  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  that  place,  and  is  now  engaged  in 


the  tanning  business  in  Wellsville,  N.  Y.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Fox,  of  Starrucca,  and  had  four  chil- 
dren— Mary,  born  in  North  Adams,  Mass. ; Thomas, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  place,  and  died  in  child- 
hood ; Willie,  born  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn. ; 
and  Martin,  born  in  Wellsville,  N.  Y.  (5)  Patrick, 
born  in  1863,  died  in  September,  1865. 

Politically,  Mr.  Caden  is  a firm  Jacksonian 
Democrat,  but  has  never  cared  for  official  honors, 
having  refused  to  serve  both  as  a member  of  the 
city  council  and  as  chief  burgess  of  Starrucca  after 
having  been  elected  by  his  friends.  In  1894  he  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Annie  Timothy,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  was  then 
living  in  Deposit,  N.  Y.  His  wife  and  children  are 
all  communicants  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in 
social  circles  occupy  a prominent  position.  Of  a 
genial,  pleasant  disposition,  Mr.  Caden  has  made 
a most  popular  landlord,  and  his  house  has  become 
a favorite  resort  with  the  traveling  public.  As  a 
poor  boy  he  began  life  in  this  country,  a stranger 
in  a strange  land,  at  first  working  for  only  $8  per 
month,  but  prosperity  crowned  his  efforts,  and  he  is 
now  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Starrucca. 

EUGENE  -R.  HENRY,  proprietor  of  the 
“Henryville  House,”  Paradise  township,  Monroe 
county,  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  his 
locality  and,  in  addition  to  the  management  of  his 
popular  and  attractive  hotel,  he  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  conducts  a well  patronized  grist  and  saw- 
mill. The  Henry  estate  has  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  family  for  many  years,  and  since  it  came  into 
the  hands  of  our  subject  he  has  made  many  im- 
provements upon  it,  remodeling  and  enlarging  the 
residence,  which  he  has  supplied  with  water  by  a 
system  of  piping.  A wing  has  been  built  which  is 
fitted  up  with  bathrooms  and  all  the  latest  conven- 
iences, affording  a most  pleasant  home  for  city  peo- 
ple. The  mill  has  also  been  equipped  in  a modern 
style,  and  the  farm  has  been  entirely  surrounded 
by  a neat  board  fence  instead  of  the  old  stone  walls 
used  by  an  earlier  generation.  The  view  from 
the  house,  which  is  eighteen  hundred  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  is  a charming  one  and  the  air 
is  so  pure  and  dry  that  the  place  is  especially  rec- 
ommended to  sufferers  from  malaria  or  other 
debilitating  disease.  The  beautiful  Analomink 
Creek,  running  through  the  farm,  supplies  fine 
boating  and  trout  fishing,  while  shady  walks  and 
drives  abound  in  every  direction.  Pocono  Moun- 
tain is  only  four  miles  away,  and  Mr.  Henry’s 
stables  hold  a fine  supply  of  horses  and  carriages 
for  the  use  of  the  guests.  Within  the  house  every 
comfort  is  to  be  found,  the  rooms  being  large,  well- 
lighted,  well-ventilated,  and  furnished  neatly  and 
appropriately,  while  the  table  under  Mrs.  Henry’s 
capable  oversight  is  provided  with  all  the  delicacies 
of  the  city  markets  and  the  freshest  of  milk,  cream, 
fruits  and  vegetables  from  the  farm.  The  terms 
are  moderate  and  no  one  who  has  enjoyed  the  hos- 
pitality of  this  model  home  can  fail  to  appreciate 
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its  advantages.  The  place  is  easily  accessible,  the 
house  being  only  a few  rods  from  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  and  Western  R.  R.  station,  where  all 
trains  between  New  York,  Philadelphia'  and  Scran- 
ton stop. 

Mr.  Henry  belongs  to  an  old  Pennsylvania 
family,  his  great-grandfather,  William  Henry,  hav- 
ing come  from  Ireland  at  an  early  day  to  make  his 
home  in  Bucks  county.  This  worthy  pioneer  had 
three  sons,  namely : Sanford,  who  died  in  Bucks 

county ; William,  who  left  Bucks  county,  of  whom 
no  account  has  been  preserved,  and  Arthur,  our 
subject’s  grandfather. 

Arthur  Henry  was  born  and  reared  in  Bucks 
county  and  after  his  marriage. settled  in  what  is  now 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  cleared 
and  improved  a large  farm.  Of  his  children,  (i) 
Jacob  located  upon  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
died  in  1878,  leaving  six  children — James,  Addison, 
Lydia,  Lizzie,  Morris  and  John.  (2)  Charles  was 
for  a time  a resident  of  Henryville,  and  later  pur- 
chased a home  in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  and  his 
wife  died  some  years  ago.  He  married  a Miss 
Buskirk  and  had  the  following  children — William 
E. ; Susan  married  Vincent  T.  Miller,  of  New  Jer- 
sey; Mary  is  the  wife  of  Swyn  McFall,  of  Dover, 
N.  J. ; Edna  married  Henry  Braman,  of  High 
Bridge,  N.  J. ; and  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Hilgert,  of  Paradise  Valley,  Monroe  county.  (3) 
Lydia  married  Jacob  Smith,  of  Paradise  township, 
where  both  died  many  years  ago,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren— Charles  married  and  settled  at  Mount  Po- 
cono ; Amos  is  a resident  of  Paradise  township ; 
Jacob  married  and  resides  in  Pocono  township ; 
Simon  L.,  is  a resident  of  Pocono  township;  and  a 
daughter  who  married  William  H.  Hull,  of  South 
Easton,  Penn.  (4)  Nancy  married  E.  Price,  of 
Price  township,  Monroe  county,  and  had  a large 
family  of  children  of  whom  two  are  living,  and  are 
— Lydia,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Miller,  of  Cresco,  and 
Henry,  who  married  and  resides  at  Mountain  Home, 
Barrett  township,  Monroe  county.  (5)  Hannah 
married  Jedick  Decker,  a farmer  and  lumberman, 
who  resided  near  Gouldsboro,  Penn.  Both  died 
there  some  time  ago  and  two  children  survive  them 
— Jedick,  who  married  and  settled  in  Stroudsburg, 
and  Jacob,  who  is  a resident  of  Monroe  county. 
(6)  William  married  a Miss  Becker,  of  Jackson 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  made  his  home  in 
Paradise  township,  where  he  died  leaving  five  chil- 
dren— Emma,  Malan,  Annie  (Mrs.  William  Lake, 
of  New  Jersey),  Georgie  A.  (Mrs.  Seavring,  of 
Olean)  and  Sampson  (who  occupies  his  father’s  old 
homestead) . 

James  Henry,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in 
Pocono  township,  and  grew  to  manhood  upon  the 
old  homestead.  He  married  Sarah  Mosteller,  a 
native  of  the  same  locality,  and  settled  on  a large 
tract  of  land  on  the  West  Branch  of  Brodhead  creek. 
Gradually  a town  grew  up  at  that  point,  which  was 
named  Henryville  in  his  honor,  and  a few  years 
later  he  entertained  a large  number  of  summer  tour- 


ists in  his  handsome  and  commodious  residence. 
He  was  extensively  engaged  in  lumbering,  felling 
the  trees  on  his  land  and  preparing  them  for  the 
market  in  his  own  sawmill,  which  was  the  first  mill 
in  this  part  of  the  county.  He  would  run  the  lum- 
ber down  the  creek  from  Henryville  to  the  Dela- 
ware Water  Gap,  where  he  would  couple  it  together 
in  large  rafts  for  the  remaining  voyage  to  the  East- 
ern markets.  He  was  also  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  for  many  years  and  here  his  kindly  dis- 
position, which  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  refuse 
any  one  a favor,  was  sometimes  imposed  upon,  his 
books  showing  many  accounts  uncollected.  His  in- 
fluence on  the  community  was  marked,  as  his  ster- 
ling qualities  of  mind  and  heart  endeared  him  to 
all  who  knew  him.  He  died  in  1888  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  passed  away  in  1870.  Our  subject  was 
the  youngest  in  a family  of  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  the  others  being  as  follows : ( 1 ) 

William  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  and  for 
ten  years  in  early  manhood  was  station  agent  for 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  R.  R.  Co. 
at  the  depot  near  the  homestead.  He  resigned  on 
account  of  failing  health  and  later  took  a position 
at  Spragueville  with  the  same  company,  but  only 
lived  one  year  after  his  removal  there,  his  death 
occurring  in  1872.  Pie  was  a bright  and  intelligent 
young  man  and  a favorite  with  his  employers  and 
the  public.  (2)  Martha  married  Charles  Bush, 
an  engineer  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & West- 
ern R.  R.,  residing  in  Scranton,  and  they  have  two 
children — Sadie  and  Russell.  (3)  M.  Luther  was 
graduated  from  Kingston  College  and  for  some 
years  was  interested  in  real  estate  speculation  at 
his  old  home.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  to  a posi- 
tion in  the  New  York  postoffice,  which  he  still  holds, 
and  he  also  conducts  a real  estate  business  in  the 
metropolis.  In  1890  he  married  Miss  Mary  Keller, 
of  Mountain  Home,  Monroe  county,  who  died  in 
New  York,  leaving  two  daughters — Laura  and 
Mary.  Later  he  married  Miss  Cassie  Long,  daugh- 
ter of  Lewis  Long,  of  Price  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  they  have  one  son,  Lewis.  (4)  Mary 
married  Charles  Kougle,  an  employe  of  the  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  & Western  R.  R.  Co.,  residing 
at  Hampton  Junction,  N.  J.,  and  they  have  four 
children — Charles,  William,  Mattie  and  Mamie. 
(5)  David  was  graduated  from  the  Kutztown 
Normal  School  and  for  nine  years  was  station  agent 
at  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  R.  R. 
depot,  near  the  old  home,  but  he  now  operates  a 
portion  of  the  old  homestead  and  keeps  a private 
hotel  for  summer  tourists.  He  married  Miss  Jennie 
Metzgar,  of  Paradise  township,  and  he  has  had  six 
children — Harry,  Margaret,  Sanford  and  Arthur 
(died  in  childhood)  and  Harry  (2)  and  Clare,  who 
are  living. 

Eugene  R.  Henry,  our  subject,  was  born  No- 
vember 26,  i860,  at  his  present  homestead,  and 
after  obtaining  an  education  in  the  local  schools  he 
engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  taking  the  ac- 
tive management  of  the  estate.  In  1885  he  was 
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married  to  Miss  Ellen  Brewer,  daughter  of  John  M., 
and  Hester  Brewer,  and  a member  of  one  of  the 
leading  families  of  Cherry  Valley.  Soon  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Henry  became  manager  of  the  home- 
stead, and  later  he  purchased  the  property,  including 
the  mill,  boarding-house  and  farm,  a fine  estate 
with  large  orchards  containing  the  choicest  varieties 
of  apples  and  pears.  The  place  being  encumbered 
with  a debt  of  $9,000,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  bravely 
undertook  to  redeem  it,  and  by  industry  and  thrift 
they  have  managed  to  clear  off  all  obligations. 
For  ten  years  past  they  have  entertained  large  com- 
panies of  guests  during  the  vacation  season,  the 
place  becoming  more  popular  as  its  merits  are  seen. 
Politically,  Mr.  Henry  is  a Democrat  and  although 
he  is  not  inclined  to  official  life  he  takes  an  active 
interest  in  local  affairs,  and  has  served  several  terms 
as  school  director.  He  belongs  to  the  P.  O.  S.  A., 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  to  which  they  have  contributed 
liberally.  They  have  three  children,  namely;  John 
F.  is  a student  in  the  Stroudsburg  Normal  School, 
Mabel  A.  and  Russell  J.,  all  born  at  the  homestead. 

WILLIAM  LI.  DEUEL.  Prominent  among 
the  leading  farmers  and  prosperous  citizens  of  Rush 
township  is  this  gentleman,  who  is  widely  and  fa- 
vorably known  throughout  Susquehanna  county. 

Born  in  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  August  22, 
1833,  Mr.  Deuel  is  a son  of  Elijah  and  Esther 
(Edg'comb)  Deuel,  the  former  a native  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  latter  of  New  London,  Conn.  They  were 
married  in  Schoharie  county,  in  1818,  and  in  1845 
came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  where  the  mother 
died  March  9,  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 
The  father  died  while  on  a visit  to  his  daughter  in 
Birchardville,  Susquehanna  county,  in  February, 
1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the 
mother  took  an  active  part  in  church  work.  She 
was  buried  at  Tracy  Creek,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Devine  Ridge 
cemetery,  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
While  a resident  of  this  county  he  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  of  Choconut  township  for  five  years. 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  enlisted,  but  owing  to  his 
youthful  age  his  father  secured  his  release.  During 
his  active  business  life  he  followed  the  cooper’s 
trade,  but  spent  his  last  days  in  retirement  among 
his  children.  He  owned  different  farms,  but  never 
operated  the  same,  as  he  did  not  like  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  his  family  were  ten  children — seven 
sons  and  three  daughters — and  four  of  the  former 
were  among  the  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the 
Civil  war.  Only  two  returned  home,  and  one  of 
these  died  shortly  after  his  arrival.  All  left  families. 
The  children  were : Mary  J.,  a resident  of  Madison 
county,  N.  Y.,  who  married  William  Salisbury; 
Sally  A.,  widow  of  Garret  Merselias,  of  Broome 
county,  N.  Y. ; Abner,  who  died  in  Rathboneville, 
N.  Y. ; John,  who  was  a member  of  the  107th  N.  Y. 


V.  I.,  and  died  from  disease  contracted  in  the  army ; 
Harriet,  widow  of  Samuel  Shoemaker,  and  a resi- 
dent of  Birchardville,  Penn. ; Samuel,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  50th  P.  V.  L,  and,  being  captured  at 
Spottsylvania,  he  died  in  Andersonville  prison ; Wil- 
liam H.,  our  subject;  Asa,  who  was  a member  of  the 
109th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  died  in  a hospital  in  New 
York  from  a wound  received  in  the  head  while  in 
front  of  Petersburg;  Ira,  who  died  in  Schoharie 
county,  N.  Y. ; and  Charles,  who  died  in  Bethel, 
New  York. 

The  paternal  great-grandparents  of  our  subject, 
Benjamin  and  Mary  (Stotz)  Deuel,  were  natives 
of  Kent,  England,  and  on  their  emigration  to  the 
New  World,  in  1746,  located  in  Rhode  Island,  but 
later  removed  to  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
both  died,  being  laid  to  rest  upon  their  farm.  They 
were  among  the  first  settlers  of  that  county.  The 
grandparents,  Abner  and  Mary  (Potter)  Deuel, 
were  born  in  Rhode  Island  and  died  in  Schoharie 
county,  N.  Y.,  the  former  in  1848,  aged  one  hundred 
and  one  years,  nine  months  and  fourteen  days,  the 
latter  in  1846,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  their  re- 
mains being  interred  upon  their  farm  in  that  county.. 
The  grandfather  served  as  a private  all  through 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Their  children  were : Pru- 
dence, wife  of  Jonathan  Lown;  Rhoda,  who  mar- 
ried (first)  Samuel  Boynton,  and  (second)  a Mr.. 
Blanchard;  Philip;  Elijah,  father  of  our  subject; 
and  Benjamin.  All  are  now  deceased.  Our  sub- 
ject’s maternal  grandparents,  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Morgan)  Edgcomb,  were  born  in  New  London, 
Conn.,  followed  farming  and  died  in  Schoharie 
county,  N.  Y.,  the  former  in  1847,  aged  eighty-six, 
the  latter  in  1838,  aged  sixty-five  years,  their  re- 
mains being  also  interred  on  the  old  Deuel  farm. 
Thomas  Edgcomb  had  two  brothers  who  were  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  one  was  cap- 
tured and  the  other  killed.  In  his  family  were  four 
children,  namely:  Polly,  wife  of  Philip  Deuel; 

Thomas ; William ; and  Esther,  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

Until  seventeen  years  of  age,  William  H.  Deuel 
remained  with  his  parents  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y. 
When  thirteen  he  began  working  in  the  lumber  woods 
and  was  thus  employed  until  attaining  his  majority. 
He  then  embarked  in  farming  in  Apolacon  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  devoting  his  summers 
to  that  pursuit  and  his  winters  to  work  in  the  lum- 
ber woods  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  On 
August  13,  1862,  in  Friendsville,  Susquehanna 
county,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  143d  P.  V.  I., 
which  was  known  as  the  “Bucktail  Regiment,”  and 
he  was  under  the  command  of  J.  C.  Morris  in  the 
battles  of  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg  and  other 
engagements.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  the  108th 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Reserve  Corps  at  York, 
Penn.,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Mitchell.  For  six 
months  he  was  ward  master,  acting  as  steward  a 
part  of  the  time,  and  was  afterward  drum  major 
of  the  camp.  He  was  discharged  at  York,  August 
28,  1865.  Returning  to  his  farm  in  Apolacon 
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township,  he  remained  there  until  1867,  and  then 
purchased  a farm  of  175  acres,  on  which  he  lived 
for  seventeen  years.  On  disposing  of  that  place, 
he  bought  his  present  farm  of  sixty  acres  in  Rush 
township,  but  in  1888  rented  it  and  removed  to 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  where  he  owned  and  oper- 
ated a farm  for  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  sold  out  and  returned  to  his  farm  in  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. Mr.  Deuel  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  but  has  never  cared  for  the  honors 
or  emoluments  of  public  office,  having  only  served 
as  judge  of  elections  and  school  director  for  five 
years.  He  belongs  to  Bissel  Post,  No.  471,  G.  A.  R., 
and  is  also  a prominent  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows’ 
Lodge  at  Rush,  with  which  he  has  been  officially 
connected  for  the  past  quarter  of  a century,  having 
filled  all  the  chairs.  He  has  also  represented  the 
lodge  in  the  grand  lodge  three  times,  and  has  been 
its  conductor  for  the  past  eleven  years.  He  has 
made  for  himself  an  honorable  record,  and  by  his 
well-directed  efforts  he  has  acquired  a comfortable 
competence.  As  a citizen,  friend  and  neighbor,  he  is 
true  to  every  duty  and  justly  merits  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held. 

On  April  28,  1853,  in  Vestal,  Broome  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Mr.  Deuel  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  A.  Zeh,  and  they  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children : Alice  M.,  born 

May  24,  1854,  is  the  widow  of  Ezra  Rhynevalt,  of 
Birchardville,  Susquehanna  county;  Marcus  H., 
born  August  29,  1855,  wedded  Mary  Griffis,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Warren,  Bradford  Co., 
Penn. ; Lorinda  J.,  born  September  23,  1857,  is  the 
wife  of  C.  S.  Congdon,  of  Towanda,  Penn.;  George 
W.,  born  March  29,  1859,  married  Julia  Carter,  and 
is  an  engineer  residing  in  Montrose,  Penn. ; Rens- 
selaer F.,  born  September  3,  i860,  married  Detta 
Swan,  and  resides  in  Montrose;  Harriet  A.,  born 
April  16,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Griffis,  a 
farmer  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county; 
Asa  A.,  born  July  14,  1864,  married  May  Worrick, 
and  lives  in  Vestal,  N.  Y. ; Samuel  S.,  born  July 
28,  1866,  is  represented  elsewhere;  John  G.,  born 
March  16,  1868,  married  Gertie  Sneel,  and  lives  in 
New  York  City;  Libbie  M.,  born  October  25,  1869, 
is  the  wife  of  A.  C.  Newton,  of  New  York  City ; 
Carrie  B.,  born  January  19,  1872,  is  at  home;  James 
C.,  born  January  28,  1874,  is  in  New  York ; Fay  W., 
born  June  8,  1876,  is  at  home;  Edith  M.,  born  Sep- 
tember 23,  1877,  died  August  26,  1878;  and  Mary 
E.,  born  March  10,  1880,  is  at  home.  A twin  of 
Tames  C.  died  in  infancy.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  thirty-one  grandchildren. 

Mrs.  Deuel  was  born  in  Tioga  county,  N.  Y., 
June  22,  1837,  a daughter  of  Storme  Z.  and  Maria 
( James)  Zeh,  the  former  a native  of  Albany  county. 
They  were  married  at  Warner’s  Lake,  Albany 
county.  The  father  was  born  in  1814,  the  mother 
in  1817,  and  both  are  now  making  their  home  in 
Osseo,  Trempealeau  Co.,  Wis.  He  has  retired 
from  active  business.  Their  children  are  Elizabeth, 


wife  of  our  subject;  Caroline,  wife  of  Irwin  Bris- 
tol, of  California ; Lorinda,  wife  of  George  Sher- 
wood, of  Wisconsin ; Josephine,  wife  of  Augustus 
Woster;  Frederick,  a farmer  of  Wisconsin;  Hattie 
(Mrs.  Newman,  of  Wisconsin)  ; Mary  (Mrs. 
Brooks,  of  Wisconsin)  ; Abraham,  also  a resident 
of  Wisconsin ; and  Ella,  deceased.  Mrs.  Deuel’s 
paternal  grandparents  were  Honyonst  and  Clara  C. 
(Broot)  Zeh,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Bavaria,  Germany,  and  on  their  emigration  to  Amer- 
ica located  at  Warner’s  Lake,  Albany  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  they  ever  afterward  made  their  home  upon 
a farm.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  Dr.  James, 
was  a physician  of  that  county. 

JOSEPH  D.  BROOKS  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
telligent, enterprising  and  energetic  young  business 
men  of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  his  atten- 
tion being  given  to  various  occupations,  including 
farming,  carpentering,  carpet  weaving  and  stone 
masonry.  He  was  born  on  his  present  farm  Jan- 
uary 24,  1872,  and  it  is  also  the  birthplace  of  his 
father,  Benjamin  Brooks,  who  spent  his  entire  life 
here  engaged  in  farming  and  carpet  weaving.  He 
was  born  in  1827,  and  died  in  1880,  being  laid  to 
rest  in  a private  burying  ground  upon  the  old  home- 
stead. He  married  Mary  Doyle,  a native  of  New 
York  City,  who  is  now  residing  with  her  son  Wil- 
liam at  Franklin  Furnace,  N.  J.  William  is  the  eld- 
est of  their  children  ; he  married  Ella  Heater,  and 
is  engaged  in  mining  at  Franklin  Furnace  ; Joseph 
D.  is  the  next  of  the  family ; Sarah  E.  lives  in  Mid- 
dletown, N.  Y. ; Edgar  C.  is  deceased ; and  Walter 
H.  is  with  his  mother. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Jo- 
seph and  Betty  E.  (Holden)  Brooks,  were  natives 
of  England,  the  former  born  in  Yorkshire,  the  latter 
in  Lancashire.  On  coming  to  the  New  World  they 
landed  at  Philadelphia,  and  in  1817  the  grandfather 
rented  a factory  at  Rocky  Hill,  Chester  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
goods  until  1822,  during  which  year  he  located  on 
the  farm  in  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  now 
occupied  by  our  subject.  He  died  while  on  business 
at  Milford,  in  March,  1832,  aged  forty-one  years ; 
his  wife,  who  was  born  February  2,  1788,  departed 
this  life  at  the  extreme  age  of  one  hundred  years 
and  ten  days,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred 
in  the  family  cemetery  on  the  old  homestead.  They 
were  married  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in  1813,  and 
became  the  parents  of  five  children : William, 

James,  Benjamin  and  John  (twins),  all  now  de- 
ceased; and  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  John  Young,  a 
farmer  of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county. 

Joseph  D.  Brooks  has  remained  upon  the  old 
home  farm  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1888, 
which  he  spent  working  in  a mine  at  Franklin  Fur- 
nace, N.  J.  He  has  never  served  an  apprentice- 
ship to  any  trade,  but  is  a natural  mechanic, 
and  has  gained  an  excellent  knowledge  of  various 
occupations  by  work  for  different  people,  and  in 
his  undertaking  has  met  with  a well-deserved  sue- 
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cess.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Milford,  and  po- 
litically is  identified  with  the  Republican  party.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  constable,  and  is  now  most  effi- 
ciently serving  a three-years  term  in  that  office. 

At  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Brooks  was  mar- 
ried, May  4,  1898,  to  Miss  Phoebe  Hazen,  a native 
of  Delaware  township,  Pike  Co.,  ‘Penn.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Henrietta  (Armstrong) 
Hazen,  who  are  highly  respected  farming  people 
of  that  township.  Her  father  was  born  in  Dingman 
township,  Pike  county,  November  5,  1848,  and  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Watson)  Hazen,  na- 
tives of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  respectively.  The  grandfather  came  to  Pike 
county  in  1818  and  settled  at  Sawkill  pond,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  until  called  from  this  life 
July  27,  1861,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  His 
wife  died  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  and  was 
laid  by  his  side  in  Laurel  Hill  cemetery.  Their 
children  were : Martin,  father  of  Mrs.  Brooks ; 

Cornelia  and  Mary,  both  deceased ; and  Ella  and 
William  (twins),  the  former  now  the  wife  of  John 
Rider,  of  Milford,  Pike  county,  the  latter  also  be- 
ing a resident  of  Milford.  Mrs.  Brooks’  paternal 
great-grandparents  were  Isaiah  and  Julia  (Oakley) 
Hazen,  who  came  from  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  to 
Pike  county  in  1818,  and  here  spent  their  remaining 
days.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Hazen,  was  born 
in  Westfall  township,  Pike  county,  April  7,  1856, 
a daughter  of  James  B.  and  Lorine  (White)  Arm- 
strong, also  natives  of  Pike  county. 

PETER  BONSER,  who  since  1885  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in  Bos- 
sardsville,  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  is 
one  of  the  well-known  citizens  of  that  place,  with 
whose  affairs  he  has  been  closely  identified  since 
his  removal  thither.  He  was  born  in  Chestnut  Plill 
township,  Monroe  county,  in  January,  1853,  and 
belongs  to  one  of  the  old-settled  families  of  the 
section,  being  a son  of  Elias  Bonser  and  grandson 
of  John  Bonser,  who  was  born  in  Polk  township, 
and  passed  his  entire  life  in  Monroe  county. 

John  Bonser  came  to  Chestnut  Hill  township 
in  an  early  day,  buying  a farm  upon  which  he  and 
his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Ivreste,  and  they  reared  a family 
of  six  children,  of  whom  we  have  the  following  rec- 
ord: (1)  George,  born  in  Chestnut  Hill,  married 

and  settled  in  Ross  township,  where  he  owned  a 
fine  farm.  He  left  a family  of  five  children — James, 
Simon,  Henry,  William,  and  Amanda  (Mrs.  Oliver 
Dark,  of  Pen  Argyl,  Northampton  county).  (2) 
Elias  was  the  father  of  Peter  Bonser,  whose  name 
introduces  these  lines.  (3)  Jacob,  bom  in  Chestnut 
Hill,  settled  in  Ross  township,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  all  his  life.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  Kreste,  of  Monroe  county,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  four  children — Charles; 
Sallie  A.,  Mrs.  Jerome  Buskirk,  of  Pen  Argyl, 
Northampton  county;  John,  who  married,  and  set- 


tled in  Pocono ; and  Flora,  Mrs.  Heller,  of  North- 
ampton county.  (4)  Hannah  married  Jerry  New- 
heart,  of  Eldred,  Monroe  county,  where  they  still 
reside.  They  have  no  family.  (5)  Sallie  A.,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Peter  Gilbert,  of  Pleasant  Valley, 
Polk  township,  where  they  died,  leaving  two  sons 
— William,  who  married,  and  died  in  Pleasant  Val- 
ley; and  Charles,  who  married  Savilla  Jones,  and 
resides  in  Carbon  county,  Penn.  (6)  Reuben 
married  Lavina  Trautz,  of  Ross  township,  and  died 
on  the  old  Bonser  homestead  there,  where  his  wife 
still  makes  her  home.  They  had  three  children — - 
Jerome,  who  married  Estella  Shoemaker,  and  lives 
on  the  old  homestead;  Annie,  Mrs.  Alvin  Marsh,  re- 
siding in  Stroudsburg;  and  Charles,  married  a 
lady  of  Stroudsburg,  where  they  reside. 

Elias  Bonser  was  born  in  1824,  in  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  was  there  reared  to  manhood  and 
after  his  marriage,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Anthony, 
bought  a tract  of  wild  land  in  his  native  township, 
where  he  made  a permanent  home.  He  was  a car- 
penter by  trade,  and  he  erected  all  his  own  buildings 
on  the  farm,  which  he  improved  materially  during 
his  residence  thereon,  converting  the  place  from  a 
wilderness  into  a fertile  and  profitable  tract,  de- 
voted to  general  farming  purposes.  Here  he  de- 
parted this  life  in  1896,  and  here  his  widow  still 
makes  her  home.  They  had  a family  of  four  chil- 
dren: Mary  A.,  Peter,  Amanda  and  Edwin,  of 

whom  the  eldest,  born  in  1851,  married  Calvin 
Trautz,  of  Ross  township,  where  they  reside  on 
their  farm  ; they  have  one  son,  Irvin,  who  is  married 
to  Miss  Alice  Haney,  and  lives  with  his  parents 
on  the  homestead.  Amanda,  born  in  1856,  married 
John  Trautz,  and  they  live  on  his  farm  in  Ross 
township;  they  have  one  son,  Alvin.  Edwin,  born 
in  1861,  married  Miss  Emma  Gregory,  of  Polk 
township,  by  whom  he  has  four  children ; they  live 
in  Weatherly,  Penn.,  where  he  is  engaged  as  car- 
penter in  the  car  shops. 

Peter  Bonser  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  and  grew 
to  manhood  on  the  home  farm.  When  sixteen  years 
of  age  he  commenced  to  learn  the  blacksmith’s  trade, 
serving  his  apprenticeship  with  a Mr.  Smith,  of 
Scranton,  where  he  worked  for  three  years,  and 
subsequently  working  another  three  years  in  White 
Haven,  whence  he  returned  to  his  home.  After 
his  first  marriage  he  settled  on  the  homestead  of  his 
father-in-law,  John  Gregory,  who  was  a promi- 
nent resident  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  and  there 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  nine  years,  at 
the  end  of  that  time  trading  his  farm  property  for 
the  hotel  in  Bossardsville,  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted. Mr.  Bonser  has  a large'  patronag'e  from 
the  traveling  public,  whom  he  and  his  wife  enter- 
tain in  a most  hospitable  manner,  providing  their 
guests  with  every  comfort,  and  by  their  geniality 
and  desire  to  please  winning  the  friendship  of  all 
who  sojourn  under  their  roof.  The  table  is  supplied 
with  everything  obtainable  in  the  local  and  city 
markets,  and  Mr.  Bonser  has  been  deservedly  sue- 
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cessful  in  this  venture,  for  he  has  spared  neither 
pains  nor  expense  to  make  his  hostelry  one  of  the 
most  satisfactory  in  the  county. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bonser  has  been  prominent  as 
one  of  the  stanch  members  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  Monroe  county,  and  since  his  removal  to  Bos- 
sardsville  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  public 
affairs  of  the  place,  where  he  is  regarded  as  a 
substantial,  useful  citizen,  one  who  has  the  welfare 
of  his  community  at  heart.  For  seven  years  Ire  held 
the  office  of  assessor,  discharging  the  duties  of  that 
incumbency  with  fidelity  and  ability,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  strong  candidates  of  his  party  for  the 
office  of  county  sheriff.  Mr.  Bonser  is  widely  ac- 
quainted all  over  Monroe  county,  and  he  has  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him  or  have 
had  dealings  with  him. 

In  1876  Mr.  Bonser  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Gregory,  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  Gregory,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  and  she  died 
leaving  two  children — Mary  Alice,  born  in  1878; 
and  Francis  A.,  born  in  1880.  The  daughter  mar- 
ried Aaron  Fetherman,  of  Hamilton  township,  who 
lives  retired  in  South  Stroudsburg.  Francis  Bonser 
is  employed  on  Mr.  Ryner’s  farm,  at  Williamsburg. 
In  1880  our  subject  married,  for  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Edna  Singer,  of  Tannersville,  Monroe  county, 
who  died  in  1882  ; she  left  one  daughter,  Carrie,  who 
died  when  six  years  old.  In  1888  Mr.  Bonser 
wedded  Miss  Ida  J.  Young,  daughter  of  J.  W.  and 
Catherine  Young,  well-known  residents  of  Hamilton 
township.  In  religious  connection  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bonser  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  of 
Hamilton.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  P.  O. 
S.  of  A.,  and  he  is  president  of  Lodge  No.  276,  of 
Bossardsville. 

JOHN  M.  ERAHNE,  one  of  the  most  active, 
energetic  and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  November  17,  1863,  and  is  a son  of 
John  J.  and  Ann  M.  (Henry)  Ervine  (or  Ervin), 
who  are  represented  elsewhere. 

When  two  years  old  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
amid  rural  scenes  and  early  became  familiar 
with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
agriculturist.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  operating  the  old  home- 
stead on  his  own  account  the  last  year.  He  then 
went  to  Peckville,  Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in 
teaming  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Coal  Co.  for 
sixteen  months,  after  which  he  returned  home  and 
rented  his  father’s  farm  for  a year.  After  his 
marriage  he  purchased  his  present  farm  in  Rush 
township  from  the  Brotzman  estate,  and  has  since 
successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  be- 
ing acknowledged  as  one  of  the  best  and  most  skill- 
ful farmers  of  his  community.  His  political  support 
is  always  given  the  Democracy,  and  he  takes  an  ac- 
tive and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs. 


A Skinner’s  Eddy,  Penn.,  April  3,  1889,  Air. 
Ervine  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma 
Augusta  Brotzman,  who  was  born  on  the  old  Brotz- 
man homestead  in  Rush  township,  January  9,  1863, 
a daughter  of  Abraham  B.  Brotzman,  whose  sketch 
is  given  below.  One  child,  Ray,  has  been  born  of 
this  union. 

Abraham  B.  Brotzman  (deceased)  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  leading  and  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county.  He 
was  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  December  15, 
1826,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Susan  (Metzgar)  Brotz- 
man, both  natives  of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  who 
at  an  early  day  removed  to  New  Jersey,  and  in 
Sussex  county,  that  State,  the  father  died  in  1856, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  He  was  a farmer 
by  occupation.  After  his  death  the  mother  returned 
to  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where  she  passed  away 
in  May,  1859,  at  the  age  of  eighty.  In  their  family 
' were  the  following  children : Samuel,  George, 

Catherine  (wife  of  Anthony  Transue),  Sarah  (wife 
of  James  Logan),  John,  Hannah  (wife  of  John 
Christian),  Daniel,  Charles,  Frederick,  Jacob  and 
Abraham.  All  are  now  deceased,  Samuel,  George, 
Sarah,  Daniel  and  Abraham  dying  in  Susquehanna 
county.  Mr.  Brotzman’s  paternal  grandfather, 
Adam  Brotzman,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Monroe 
county. 

From  his  native  county,  Mr.  Brotzman  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1859,  and  in  Rush 
township  purchased  from  a Mr.  Cope  a tract  of 
1 17  acres  of  wild  land,  for  which  he  paid  $1,750. 
He  was  always  a hard  worker,  and  he  soon  con- 
verted the  place  into  a most  desirable  and  well- 
cultivated  farm,  upon  which  he  continued  to  make 
his  home  until  called  from  this  life  November  23, 
1888,  being  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery. 
He  was  a devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  his  life  was  ever  in  harmony  with 
his  professions.  Upright  and  honorable  in  all  the 
relations  of  life,  he  won  the  friendship  and  esteem 
of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

On  February  15,  1850,  in  Stroudsburg,  Penn., 
Mr.  Brotzman  married  Miss  Catherine  Row,  and  to 
them  were  born  nine  children,  namely:  Susan, 

now  the  wife  of  William  C.  Singer,  a farmer  of 
Rush  township;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Allen  Hoffman, 
a farmer  of  Monroe  county;  Jacob,  who  married 
Ida  Smith,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Strouds- 
burg; Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years ; Aaron,  who  died  young ; Sarah,  wife  of 
Peter  Warner,  a farmer  of  Rush  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county;  Emma  Augusta,  wife  of  John 
M.  Ervine;  George  M.,  who  married  Katie  Stoll, 
and  owns  the  old  homestead,  where  his  mother  re- 
sides with  him;  and  Martha,  wife  of  Cha'rles  Peter, 
a farmer  of  Monroe  county. 

Mrs.  Brotzman  was  born  in  Monroe  county, 
December  15,  1828,  and  is  a daughter  of  Peter  and 
Susan  Row,  natives  of  Monroe  county,  and  Beth- 
lehem, Northampton  Co.,  Penn.,  respectively.  The 
father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  spent  his 
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entire  life  in  his  native  county,  dying  there  March 
15,  1884,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  The  mother 
died  November  11,  1877,  aged  seventy-two  years, 
and  both  were  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Strouds- 
burg. They  held  membership  in  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  were  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.  Their  children  were:  Charles,  de- 

ceased; Catherine,  now  Mrs.  Brotzman;  Jacob,  de- 
ceased; Philip,  a resident  of  Nebraska;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Amos  Lee,  of  Monroe  county;  Peter,  who 
died  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  war ; Sarah, 
widow  of  Michael  Rausberry,  of  Stroudsburg; 
Hannah ; Emma,  deceased  wife  of  Caleb  Walter ; 
and  Ann,  wife  of  John  Custard,  of  Monroe  county. 
Mrs.  Brotzman’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Henry 
and  Catherine  (Benson)  Row,  farming  people,  who 
died  in  Monroe  county,  and  her  maternal  grand- 
parents also  died  in  that  county. 

VICTOR  LATOURNOUS.  The  old  “Half- 
way House”  between  Honesdale  and  White  Mills 
has  long  been  a landmark  to  the  travelers  in  that 
picturesque  region,  but  it  has  never  been  so  popular 
as  during  the  past  year  under  the  able  management 
of  the  subject  of  this  biography,  who  is  an  ideal  host. 
Since  purchasing  the  place  in  1897  Mr.  Latournous 
has  made  many  improvements  which  are  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  public,  and  he  and  his  amiable 
wife  are  always  prepared  to  entertain  their  guests 
in  a thoroughly  satisfactory  manner. 

In  his  genial  and  vivacious  disposition  Mr.  La- 
tourous  gives  evidence  of  his  descent  from  a French 
ancestry  and  one  is  not  surprised  to  learn  that  he 
himself  is  a native  of  “La  Belle  France.”  His  par- 
ents, Joseph  and  Magdalena  (Pelteaer)  Latour- 
nous, resided  during  the  first  years  of  their  mar- 
ried life  in  St.  Louis,  in  Lorraine,  then  a province 
of  France  though  since  passed  under  German  rule, 
and  in  1866  they  came  to  America,  locating  for  a 
short  time  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  After  a few  months 
they  removed  to  White  Mills,  Wayne  county,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  the  glass-blowing  business 
with  Mr.  Dorflinger,  but  his  plans  were  frustrated 
by  his  death  in  November  of  the  same  year.  His 
wife  with  five  children  survived  him,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living.  The  children  were : ( 1 ) Otto, 
born  in  1846,  in  France,  learned  the  glass  blower’s 
trade  after  coming  to  White  Mills.  He  married 
Miss  Eliza  Simon,  of  Wayne  county,  and  soon 
afterward  removed  to  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  and  later 
to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1891,  leaving 
three  children — Joseph,  Charles,  and  Mary,  who  re- 
side in  Brooklyn  with  their  mother.  (2)  Alex- 
ander, born  in  France,  learned  the  glass  blower’s 
trade  at  White  Mills  and  is  now  engaged  in  the 
occupation  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He  married  Miss 
Frances  Ranbeller,  a native  of  Spain,  and  they 
have  five  children — Lena,  Mary,  Philomena,  Louisa, 
and  Julia.  (3)  Joseph,  born  in  France,  was  employed 
as  a glass  blower  at  White  Mills  until  his  death  in 
1885,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  (4)  Charles, 
born  in  France,  also  learned  the  glass  blower’s  trade 


at  White  Mills,  but  he  died  at  the  early  age  of  twen- 
ty-four years.  (5)  Victor  is  our  subject. 

Victor  Latournous  was  born  in  1857,  at  St. 
Louis,  Province  of  Lorraine,  and  was  only  nine  years 
old  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  this  country. 
For  some  years  he  attended  the  public  schools  of 
White  Mills,  and  later  he  learned  the  glass  blower’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  until  1888.  In  1891,  he 
married  Miss  Annie  Hallmier,  who  was  born  in 
1864,  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  the  daughter  of  Mar- 
tin and  Catherine  Hallmier,  now  well-known  resi- 
dents of  White  Mills.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  La- 
tournous continued  to  reside  at  White  Mills  until 
1897,  when  he  purchased  the  “Half-way  House,” 
formerly  the  property  of  James  Mendy.  He  is  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  township,  and  so- 
cially he  and  his  wife  are  popular.  He  belongs  to 
the  order  of  Heptasophs,  at  White  Mills,  and  is  an 
active  worker  in  the  Catholic  Church  of  that  place, 
of  which  his  wife  is  also  a member.  Politically  he 
is  an  Independent,  casting  his  vote  for  the  men 
and  measures  which  he  considers  best,  without  re- 
gard to  party  lines.  His  home  has  been  brightened 
by  five  children : Alexander,  Charles,  Mary,  Clara 
and  William,  all  born  at  White  Mills. 

Claud  Schild,  a relative  of  our  subject’s  and  an 
honored  member  of  his  household,  was  born  in  1836, 
in  France,  and  after  the  death  of  his  parents  he 
decided  to  accompany  his  cousin,  Joseph  Latournous, 
to  America.  On  his  arrival  in  Wayne  county  in 
1866  he  entered  the  employ  of  Christ  Dorflinger 
as  a glass  blower  and  after  twenty-two  years  of 
continuous  work  in  the  same  establishment  he  re- 
tired with  a handsome  competence,  his  earnings  hav- 
ing been  invested  in  a judicious  manner  from  time 
to  time.  He  has  never  married,  and  he  is  the  only 
one  of  his  immediate  family  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try. In  religious  faith  he  is  a devout  Catholic 
and  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  among  his  associates 
for  his  excellent  qualities.  Like  Mr.  Latournous, 
he  takes  much  interest  in  public  questions  and  votes 
independently  on  all  occasions. 

T.  W.  STRICKLAND,  a prominent  black- 
smith of  Springville,  Susquehanna  county,  belongs 
to  an  honored  pioneer  family  of  Springville  town- 
ship— one  that  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  de- 
velopment and  prosperity  of  that  section  of  the 
county. 

Jonathan  and  Polly  (Sutton)  Strickland, 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  were  born  in  the  Dela- 
ware valley,  and  at  an  early  day  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  locating  in  Springville  township, 
where  he  purchased  property  and  followed  farming 
until  his  death.  On  their  arrival  this  section  was  a 
vast  wilderness,  and  for  food  they  depended  more 
upon  the  wild  game  killed  than  the  products  of  the 
soil.  Grain  was  marketed  in  Wilkesbarre,  a canoe 
being  used  for  part  of  the  voyage  down  the  Sus- 
quehanna river.  The  Stricklands  and  Suttons  were 
among  the  very  first  families  to  locate  in  their  sec- 
tion of  the  county.  Our  subject’s  father,  Elisha 
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Strickland,  was  born  in  Springville  township,  amid 
scenes  very  common  to  pioneer  life,  and  the  first 
shoes  he  ever  possessed  were  bought  with  the  money 
obtained  from  the  sale  of  quails.  When  a young 
man  he  was  employed  in  Scranton  and  different 
places  in  the  valley,  and  later  became  a farmer  of 
Springville  township,  where  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  owned  a thoroughly  cultivated  and  well  improved 
farm  of  sixty-five  acres.  In  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Bond,  a daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Bond,  a miller  of  Tunkhannock,  Penn., 
who  there  operated  one  of  the  oldest  mills  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  Mr.  Strickland  died  in  1889,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years,  his  wife  in  1894,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six.  Both  were  consistent  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  were  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  knew  them.  Like  all  of  his  name, 
the  father  was  a stanch  Republican,  but  he  never 
aspired  to  political  favors.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest 
of  his  children,  the  others  being  William  G.,  who 
went  to  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ; Hannah,  widow  of  Ezra 
Lambert,  of  SpringvSle,  Penn. ; Peter,  who  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Pair  Oaks,  during  the  Rebel- 
lion; Ida,  wife  of  Alonzo  C.  Brink,  of  Springville; 
and  Charles  A.,  a farmer  of  Hop  Bottom,  who  owns 
the  old  homestead  in  Springville  township. 

T.  W.  Strickland  was  born  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  but  was  reared  in  Springville  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  to  some  extent ; a good  education  was 
not  as  easily  obtained  in  those  days  as  at  the  present 
time.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  commenced 
learning  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  the  shop  of  David 
Lathrop,  of  Springville,  and  he  has  since  been  iden- 
tified with  that  business,  in  his  native  township  the 
greater  part  of  the  time.  He  spent  nearly  two  years 
in  the  shop  mentioned,  after  which,  while  out  hunt- 
ing, he  was  disabled  for  some  time  by  an  accident. 
He  spent  a short  time  in  boating  on  the  canal,  and 
then  followed  his  trade  in  York  county,  Penn.,  re- 
turning to  his  native  county  after  an  absence  of 
two  or  three  years. 

On  January  1,  1863,  Mr.  Strickland  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  Van  Duesen,  a daugh- 
ter of  Christopher  and  Lucinda  (Wilcox)  Van 
Duesen,  the  former  a native  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the 
latter  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.  In  early  life 
her  father  followed  farming  at  different  times  in 
Warrensburg,  Port  Edward  and  Glens  Palls,  N.  Y., 
and  about  forty  years  ago  came  from  the  last-named 
place  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  purchasing  a 
farm  of  no  acres  in  Springville  township.  There 
he  followed  his  chosen  occupation  until  about  five 
years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he  sold  the  property 
and  retired  from  active  labor.  He  passed  away  in 
1874,  aged  eighty  years,  his  wife  in  April,  1878,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-one  years  and  one  month.  Of  the 
six  children  born  to  them,  four  died  in  infancy,  and 
two  are  still  living:  Mrs.  Lucinda  Barnes,  a 

widow ; and  Mrs.  Strickland,  who  was  born  October 
14,  1846.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Henry  and 
Eleanor  (Birmingham)  Van  Duesen,  were  natives 


of  Germany  and  Holland,  respectively.  The  mater- 
nal grandparents,  Isaac  and  Preelove  (Madison) 
Wilcox,  were  both  natives  of  New  York  State. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Strickland  opened 
a blacksmith  shop  of  his  own  in  New  Lacey ville, 
Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  later 
spent  two  years  in  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania. 
While  there  he  tried  to  enlist,  during  the  Civil  war, 
but  his  services  were  rejected  on  account  of  his 
partially  disabled  hand.  On  his  return  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  he  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
village  of  Springville,  where  he  has  since  success- 
fully worked  at  his  trade.  He  keeps  well  posted  on 
the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  and  in  political 
sentiment  is  a steadfast  Republican.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  Maple  Lodge,  No.  992,  1.  O.  O.  L.,  of 
Springville,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Encampment, 
at  Lynn.  Wherever  known  he  is  held  in  high  re- 
gard, and  his  friends  are  many  throughout  his 
native  county. 

MAURICE  S.  QUINN  is  the  genial  proprie- 
tor of  the  “Half-Way  House”  on  the  river  road  in 
Westfall  township,  Pike  county,  three  and  one-half 
miles  from  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  In  1875  his  father 
erected  a hotel  at  that  place,  which  he  rented  to 
Abe  Huff,  later  to  Peter  Zann,  and  in  1894  our  sub- 
ject took  charge  of  the  same,  but  the  following  year 
it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  a loss  of  $3,000. 
Mr.  Quinn  then  built  his  present  modern  and  at- 
tractive house  of  twenty-three  rooms,  and  is  con- 
ducting it  with  marked  success,  winning  popularity 
as  a host  who  understands  well  how  to  cater  to  the 
wants  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Quinn  was  born  August  28,  1866,  in  West- 
fall  township,  a mile  below  his  present  place,  a son 
of  John  and  Catherine  (Westbrook)  Quinn,  the 
former  a native  of  Dingman  township,  Pike  county, 
the  latter  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  By  trade  the 
father  was  a carpenter  and  he  continued  to  follow 
that  occupation  throughout  life  until  a few  years 
before  his  death  when  he  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness cares.  He  met  with  a well-deserved  success 
in  his  enterprises,  and  also  won  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  in  either 
business  or  social  life.  He  died  in  September,  1890, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years,  his  wife  in  1885, 
at  the  age  of  forty-six,  and  both  were  buried  in 
Milford  cemetery.  To  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Maurice  S.,  our  subject;  and  Benjamin, 

who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Our  subject’s 
maternal  grandparents  were  Benjamin  and  Mary 
(Nearpass)  Westbrook,  who  were  natives  of  Sus- 
sex county,  N.  J.,  in  1841  taking  up  their  residence 
in  Pike  county.  In  their  family  were  four  children, 
all  now  deceased,  namely:  Solomon,  who  married 

Elizabeth  Westfall ; Jacob,  who  is  represented  else- 
where ; Sally  J.,  wife  of  Solomon  Van  Inwegen ; 
and  Catherine,  mother  of  our  subject. 

Maurice  S.  Quinn  remained  with  his  parents 
until  their  deaths,  and  since  he  entered  upon  busi- 
ness life  has  followed  farming  in  connection  with 
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the  management  of  his  hotel.  He  still  retains  the 
old  home  farm.  He  is  one  of  the  most  energetic, 
enterprising  and  progressive  young  business  men 
of  the  community,  and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  with  which  his  father  also 
affiliated.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Vandermark 
Lodge,  No.  828,  I.  O.  O.  F.  On  May  7,  1890,  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Leonard, 
who  was  born  in  July,  1867,  in  Ireland.  By  her  he 
has  four  children:  John,  Harry,  Leonard  and 

Mamie. 

CHARLES  CULVER,  one  of  the  leading 
young  men  of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  now  efficiently  serving  as  constable  and  tax  col- 
lector of  the  borough.  He  was  born  in  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.,  in  1869,  a son  of  Samuel  O.  and  Ella 
(Foster)  Culver.  The  father  is  a native  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  Culver, 
one  of  its  honored  pioneers,  who  is  now  residing  in 
Springville  township.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
in  1863,  Samuel  O.  Culver  enlisted,  during  the  Civil 
war,  in  Company  C,  203d  P.  Y.  I.  He  remained 
in  the  service  ten  months,  and  participated  in  the 
second  battle  of  Fort  Fisher.  By  trade  he  is  a good 
worker,  painter  and  paper  hanger,  and  is  now  carry- 
ing on  operations  along  those  lines  in  Springville, 
where  he  and  his  wife  now  make  their  home. 

Charles  Culver,  the  only  child  of  this  worthy 
couple,  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  coming  to  New  Milford  in  1889.  Here 
he  found  employment  in  the  currying  shop  of  the 
tannery,  but  at  present  his  time  is  wholly  occupied 
with  his  official  duties,  which  are  most  conscien- 
tiously and  faithfully  discharged.  He  was  first 
elected  to  both  offices  in  1895,  and  so  acceptably 
did  he  fill  them  that  he  has  been  continuously  re- 
elected. 

Mr.  Culver  was  married  in  New  Milford,  in 
1891,  to  Miss  Grace  Chapman,  a native  of  New  Mil- 
ford township,  and  a daughter  of  W.  B.  Chapman, 
now  a resident  of  the  village.  To  them  have  been 
born  two  children : Gladys  and  Claire.  Politically 
Mr.  Culver  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  socially  is  a member  of  Canawacto  Lodge,  No. 
207,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; Washington  Camp,  No.  589,  P. 
O.  S.  of  A.,  of  which  he  has  been  secretary.  He 
has  also  been  district  deputy  grand  master  of  the 
eastern  district  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  a 
member  of  Columbia  Hose  Company. 

JOSEPH  A.  FETHERMAN,  farmer  and 
millwright  of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county, 
is  a native  of  same,  born  in  May,  1839,  son  of  John 
and  Annie  (Storm)  Fetherman,  and  is  descended 
on  both  sides  from  early  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
county.  His  grandfather,  Bosser  Fetherman,  came 
hither  from  Bucks  county,  and  settled  on  a tract 
of  land  in  Cherry  Valley,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing until  his  death.  He  was  the  father  of  eight 
children,  five  sons — John,  Jacob,  Philip,  Abram  and 


Charles — and  three  daughters.  John  was  the 
father  of  our  subject;  Jacob  and  Charles  settled  in 
Cherry  Valley,  where  the  latter  died,  the  former 
still  living  on  his  farm,  adjoining  the  old  home- 
stead; Philip,  who  was  born  in  Cherry  Valley,  be- 
came a sailor,  and  was  lost  at  sea;  Abram  went  to 
California  in  1849,  practicing  medicine  there  for 
some  time,  and  later  went  to  Chili,  where  he  died, 
unmarried. 

John  Fetherman  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm  in  Cherry  Valley,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  local  public  schools,  and  married  Miss  Annie 
Storm,  who  belonged  to  the  prominent  family  of 
that  name  in  Monroe  county ; her  brother,  Andrew 
Storm,  was  judge  in  the  county  about  fifty  years 
ago.  Upon  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fether- 
man took  up  their  residence  on  the  John  Storm 
place,  one  mile  west  of  Snydersville,  where  they 
remained  until  his  death,  which  was  caused  by  an 
accident ; while  driving  over  a bridge  his  sled  was 
thrown  off,  and  he  was  instantly  killed.  After  this 
sad  event  Mrs.  Fetherman  sold  the  farm,  and  placed 
her  children  out.  The  family  consisted  of  six  chil- 
dren : Jane,  Lavina,  Peter,  Regina,  Jerome  and 

Joseph  A.,  of  whom  Jane,  who  was  born  in  Cherry 
Valley,  is  the  widow  of  Michael  Weller,  and  re- 
sides in  Kansas,  with  her  family.  Lavina  became 
the  wife  of  Hiram  Warner,  of  Coolbaugh,  Monroe 
county,  and  died,  leaving  seven  children — Angeline, 
widow  of  James  Wilson,  of  Coolbaugh ; Ida,  Mrs. 
Lewis  Burk,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Martha,  widow 
of  Lewis  Smith,  of  Pocono ; William,  who  resides 
in  Scranton,  and  is  an  engineer  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  road;  John,  married,  who 
is  a blacksmith  in  Coolbaugh  ; Hiram,  living  in  Chi- 
cago, 111. ; and  George,  also  living  in  Chicago,  where 
he  is  employed  as  a stationary  engineer ; Peter  mar- 
ried Miss  Amanda  Moil,  who  died  in  Easton,  leav- 
ing no  family,  and  he  subsequently  moved  to  Min- 
nesota, where  he  still  resides;  he  is  a cigar  maker 
by  trade.  Regina  married  'William  B.  Steer,  of 
Johnsonville,  Northampton  county,  where  she 
passed  away ; she  had  five  children — Ida,  wife  of 
William  Johnson,  of  Bangor,  Northampton  county; 
Bell,  Mrs.  Frank  Reismer,  of  Bangor;  Joseph,  an 
attorney  in  Broadway,  New  York  City;  Jacob,  who 
is  located  in  Altoona,  Penn.,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  tobacco,  business ; and  Raleigh,  a resident  of 
Northampton  county.  Jerome,  born  in  Hamilton 
township,  was  one  of  the  leading  merchants  there 
for  many  years,  in  later  life  living  retired  in 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  died ; he  married  Miss  Anna 
Eliza  Walters,  who  survives  him. 

Joseph  A.  Fetherman  - was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  township,  and  he  remained 
with  his  mother  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when 
he  was  apprenticed  to  Levi  M.  Slutter  to  learn  the 
millwright’s  trade,  continuing  with  him  two  years. 
He  followed  his  trade  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war,  in  which  he  enlisted,  on  June  8,  1861, 
as  a member  of  Company  F,  4th  Pennsylvania  Re- 
serves, Capt.  George  B.  Keller,  of  Hamilton,  which 
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was  sworn  into  the  service  at  Easton,  and  first  taken 
to  Camp  Curtin.  From  there  they  proceeded  to 
Baltimore,  where  they  were  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  and  sent  on  to  Washington,  thence 
removing  to  Camp  Pierpont,  Va.,  under  Gen.  Mc- 
Clellan. The  first  engagement  in  which  the  com- 
mand took  active  part  was  at  Gaines  Mills,  where 
the  losses  were  heavy  on  both  sides,  and  they  then 
crossed  the  Rapidan  and  met  the  Rebels  at  Mal- 
vern Hill  and  Charles  City.  Mr.  Fetherman  was 
also  in  the  Peninsular  campaign,  the  second  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  at  Fredericksburg,  and  under  Burn- 
side, and  in  the  spring  of  1863  started  with  his 
regiment  on  the  march  to  Antietam.  Being  taken 
sick,  he  was  sent  back  to  hospital,  where  he  re- 
mained six  weeks,  rejoining  his  command  at  Boon 
Station,  and  he  subsequently  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Floyd  Mountain.  In  1864,  his  term  of  en- 
listment having  expired,  he  returned  home  by  way 
of  Charleston,  thence  by  boat  to  Pittsburg,  and  by 
rail  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  received  an  honorable 
discharge  in  June. 

In  1864,  not  long  after  his  return  from  the 
front,  Mr.  Fetherman  wedded  Miss  Lydia  A.  Skit- 
ter, daughter  of  Levi  and  Betsey  Slutter,  who  were 
well-known  residents  of  Hamilton  township,  and 
to  this  union  have  been  born  three  children,  namely: 
Amanda,  M.  M.  and  Libbie.  Amanda  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm,  received  a good  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Stackhouse,  a merchant  of  Snydersville ; they  have 
two  children,  Frederick  and  Ralph.  M.  M.  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  is 
now  a resident  of  Hamilton,  being  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Marsh  Bros.  & Co.,  foundrymen ; he  mar- 
ried Miss  Annie  Marsh,  of  Hamilton,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Mary  and  John.  Libbie  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Ivemmerer,  a blacksmith  and  machinist 
of  Bangor,  Northampton  county  ; they  also  have  two 
children,  Grace  and  Roy. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Fetherman  bought  the 
Levi  Skitter  farm,  in  Snydersville,  upon  which  he 
has  resided  up  to  the  present  time,  and  here  in  ad- 
dition to  general  agricultural  pursuits  he  has  been 
engaged  to  a considerable  extent  at  sawmilling, 
having  erected  a circular  sawmill  in  which  he  car- 
ries on  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  Mr.  Fether- 
man has  put  up  various  other  buildings  on  this 
property,  outbuildings,  a good  barn,  and  a com- 
fortable brick  dwelling,  and  since  he  assumed 
ownership  has  made  numerous  improvements  on 
the  farm,  which  comprises  forty  acres  of  valuable 
land,  under  a good  state  of  cultivation.  Always  in- 
dustrious and  careful  in  his  management  of  affairs, 
Mr.  Fetherman  has  been  deservedly  prosperous, 
and  he  has  won  a place  for  himself  among  the  best 
citizens  of  the  township  with  whose  interests  he  has 
so  long  been  identified.  Though  never  an  aspirant 
for  public  preferment,  he  has  taken  a lively  interest 
in  the  workings  of  the  Republican  party  in  Monroe 
county,  of  which  he  is  a stanch  member,  and  he  is 
always  ready  to  aid  any  project  for  the  general  wel- 


fare of  the  community.  He  is  as  popular  as  he  is 
well  known,  for  he  has  won  scores  of  friends  by  his 
geniality  and  kindliness  toward  all,  and  his  home  is 
one  of  the  most  hospitable  in  the  neighborhood.  In 
religious  connection  he  and  his  family  unite  with  the 
Lutheran  Church  of  Hamilton.  Socially  Mr. 
Fetherman  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  827,  I.  O. 
O.  F. 

CONRAD  THOMAS,  boot  and  shoe  maker 
of  Tracyville,  Wayne  county,  is  a typical  repre- 
sentative of  the  thrifty  German  tradesman.  Com- 
ing to  this  country  a poor  boy,  with  no  capital  but 
a thorough  knowledge  of  his  trade,  he  has,  by 
honest  industry,  worked  his  way  up  steadily,  and 
is  now  in  comfortable  circumstances,  respected  in 
the  community  where  he  makes  his  home  and  re- 
garded by  all  as  a deservedly  prosperous  man. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  born  in  December,  1836,  in 
Germany,  and  in  the  Fatherland  his  parents  con- 
tinued to  live  until  their  deaths.  Our  subject  re- 
ceived a good  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
country,  and  there  learned  his  trade,  coming  in  1853 
to  the  New  World  in  the  hope  of  bettering  his  for- 
tunes. For  a time  he  worked  diligently  at  his  trade 
in  New  York  City,  and  then  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  there  for  several  years,  finally,  in  1871, 
coming  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  locating  in 
ITonesdale,  where  he  resumed  his  trade.  He  pur- 
chased property  on  Second  street,  near  the  “Na- 
tional Hotel,”  and  carried  on  business  there  until 
his  removal,  in  1893,  to  his  present  home  in  Tracy- 
ville, which  he  bought,  selling  the  ITonesdale  place. 
Mr.  Thomas  has,  by  persevering  energy  and  good 
management,  accumulated  enough  to  enable  him 
to  live  in  comfortable  independence  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  and  his  neighbors  and  friends 
in  Tracyville  and  Honesdale  hope  that  he  will  enjoy 
his  snug  competence  for  many  years  to  come.  He 
is  regarded  by  all  as  a substantial  citizen,  worthy 
the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held,  and  he  holds  an 
untarnished  reputation  for  honorable  dealing  and 
strict  integrity. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Thomas  was  married,  in  New 
York,  to  Miss  Margie  Bower,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1843,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Bower,  who  died  in  that  country.  One  daughter, 
Annie,  was  born  to  them  in  New  York,  and  died 
there  in  1867.  Religiously  Mr.  Thomas  leans  to- 
ward the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
is  independent  in  politics.  He  is  the  only  one  of 
his  family  in  America. 

C.  PRESTON  LINABERRY,  an  energetic 
and  successful  agriculturist  of  Rush  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  November  10,  1867,  in 
that  township,  on  the  farm  where  his  father  still 
resides,  and  is  a son  of  Alford  B.  and  Sarah  C.  L. 
(Lott)  Linaberry,  who  located  upon  that  place  in 
1865,  and  are  represented  elsewhere.  Our  subject 
is  the  eldest  of  their  three  children,  the  others  being : 
Lelia,  wife  of  Augustus  Crissman,  a farmer  of 
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Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county ; and 
Lovina,  wife  of  Charles  Roberts,  a farmer  of  Brook- 
lyn township,  same  county. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth,  Preston  Lina- 
berry  assisted  in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm  and 
attended  the  local  schools.  On  leaving  the  paternal 
roof  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  went  to  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  one  year  in  learning  the  cigar 
packer’s  trade.  He  then  followed  farming  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  for  two  years,  and  for  six 
months  was  a student  in  the  Rilley  Commercial 
College.  After  his  graduation  he  remained  at  home 
for  a year,  and  later  for  two  years  followed  the  car- 
penter’s trade  in  Wilkesbarre,  Penn.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Rush 
township,  which  he  purchased  from  Edgar  A.  Ter- 
rill, and  which  comprises  ioo  acres  of  valuable  land. 
He  is  a thorough  and  systematic  agriculturist,  an 
upright  and  reliable  business  man,  and  due  success 
has  not  been  denied  him.  Religiously  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
politically  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 

On  August  30,  1892,  in  Dimock  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Mr.  Linaberry  married  Miss  E. 
Agnes  Lehman,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Clark  E. 
Mrs.  Linaberry  was  born  in  Weatherly,  Carbon 
Co.,  Penn.,  November  1,  1867,  a daughter  of  Henry 
and  Amanda  (Young)  Lehman,  natives  of  Allen- 
town and  Weatherly,  Penn.,  respectively.  The 
father,  who  was  a mason  by  trade,  and  one  of  the 
valiant  defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil 
war,  died  in  Wyalusing,  Penn.,  in  1885,  aged  forty- 
one  years,  and  was  buried  at  that  place.  There  the 
mother  still  resides  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years. 
The  children  born  to  them  were  as  follows : Ed- 

ward, a farmer  of  Wyalusing;  E.  Agnes,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Dora,  wife  of  Burton  Fenner,  a ma- 
chinist of  Ithaca,  Penn. ; Bertha,  wife  of  Isaac 
Hoag,  an  artist  of  Wyalusing;  Lotta  and  Cora,  both 
at  home ; Robert,  deceased ; and  Fanny,  at  home. 

HARRY  JOSEPH  is  one  of  the  important 
factors  in  the  business  circles  of  Forest  City,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  his  life  is  an  exemplification 
of  the  term  “the  dignity  of  labor.”  The  possibili- 
ties that  America  offers  to  her  citizens  he  has  util- 
ized, and  though  he  came  to  this  country  in  limited 
circumstances  he  has  steadily  and  perseveringly 
worked  his  way  upward,  leaving  the  ranks  of  the 
many  to  stand  among  the  successful  few.  He  now 
conducts  in  Forest  City  a store  which  would  be  a 
credit  to  a place  of  greater  size,  dealing  in  clothing 
and  gents’  furnishing  goods. 

Mr.  Joseph  was  born  in  Paris,  France,  Octo- 
ber 23,  1865,  and  is  a son  of  Abraham  and  Mary 
(Dreyfus)  Joseph,  both  natives  of  Russia,  the  for- 
mer born  in  St.  Petersburg,  the  latter  in  Cowna. 
The  father  has  been  a prominent  importer  and  ex- 
porter of  stock  and  grain,  but  now,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years,  is  living  retired  in  Cowna.  The 
mother,  who  is  of  the  same  age,  came  to  America 
in  1894,  and  has  since  lived  with  her  children,  who 


are  as  follows:  Moses,  a rabbi  of  New  York  City; 
Josiah,  a wealthy  real  estate  dealer,  who  is  now 
living  retired  in  New  Jersey;  Solomon,  a furniture 
dealer  of  Philadelphia;  Dr.  Johova,  a prominent 
rabbi  of  Manchester,  England,  who  has  some  twelve 
rabbis  under  him ; Adolph,  a wholesale  manufac- 
turer of  clothing  in  Philadelphia;  Harry,  our  sub- 
ject; and  Fanny,  wife  of  Max  Hourwitch,  a con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Forest  City.  Our  subject’s 
paternal  grandparents,  Harry  and  Fanny  Joseph, 
were  lifelong  residents  of  Russia,  and  the  former 
was  an  importer  and  exporter  of  stock  and  grain. 
The  maternal  grandparents,  Josiah  and  Mary  (Des- 
sar)  Dreyfus,  also  made  their  home  in  Russia,  where 
the  former  was  engaged  in  business  as  a distiller. 

On  leaving  home  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
Harry  Joseph  came  to  America  and  located  first  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  worked  for  nine  months 
on  the  docks,  loading  and  unloading  vessels  for 
$1.25  per  day.  During  the  following  two  years  he 
peddled  goods  on  the  road  through  Delaware  and 
Sullivan  counties,  N.  Y.,  and  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
and  subsequently  was  a traveling  salesman  for  a 
New  York  house  for  eight  months.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  purchased  a team  of  horses  and  sold 
goods  on  his  own  account  for  nine  months,  after 
which  he  opened  a general  store  in  Uniondale,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  After  conducting  it  for  two  years 
he  came  to  Forest  City,  in  1886,  where  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a large  and  flourishing  trade, 
which  is  constantly  increasing.  He  is  an  enterpris- 
ing, energetic  business  man,  and  the  success  that 
has  come  to  him  is  well  deserved.  Politically  he  is 
a Republican,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Lodge  of  Forest  City,  and  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

In  New  York  City  Mr.  Joseph  was  married, 
May  31,  1892,  to  Miss  Ruth  A.  Lowrie,  and  to  them 
were  born  three  children : Harold,  now  deceased ; 

Beatrice  Geraldine;  and  Rudolph  Gerald.  Mrs.  Jo- 
seph was  born  in  Tompkinsville,  Lackawanna  Co., 
Penn.,  July  9,  1873,  a daughter  of  Elias  and  Sarah 
(Barney)  Lowrie,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  The  father 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  but  spent  his  last  days 
in  retirement  from  active  labor.  He  died  in  Tomp- 
kinsville, in  1879,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years, 
and  his  wife  in  the  same  place,  in  1895,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven.  • Both  were  earnest  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  them.  Their  children  were  Reuben 
E.,  a school  teacher  of  Justus,  Penn. ; George,  a 
grocer  of  Scranton;  Grace,  wife  of  George  Taylor, 
a hotelman  of  Forest  City;  Ruth,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; and  Albert,  a railroad  man  of  Port  Jervis,  N. 
Y.  Mrs.  Joseph’s  paternal  grandparents  were  John 
and  Sally  (Cobb)  Lowrie.  The  former  was  a native 
of  Scotland  and  a son  of  Lord  Lowrie.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  ran  away  from  home  and  came  to 
America,  landing  here  with  100  silver  dollars  with 
which  to  begin  life  among  strangers.  He  became  quite 
a wealthy  farmer  of  Lackawanna  county,  and  spent 
his  last  days  in  retirement.  He  died  August  18,  1885, 
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at  the  extreme  old  age  of  one  hundred  years  and 
three  weeks.  His  children  were  Tamar  F.,  wife  of 
Ziphon  Ferris;  John;  Henry;  Charles,  and  Elias. 
Mrs.  Joseph’s  maternal  grandparents  were  farming 
people  of  Lackawanna  county. 

T.  H.  HAYES.  The  traveling  public  have  rea- 
son to  remember  with  appreciation  the  men  whose 
alert,  untiring  and  conscientious  watchfulness  in- 
sure the  safety  of  many  trains  which  rush  to  and 
fro  along  the  great  railway  system.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch,  a well-known  resident  of  Hallstead, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  these  faithful  work- 
ers, having  held  for  a number  of  years  the  re- 
sponsible post  of  engine  dispatcher  on  the  D.,  L.  & 
W.  railroad,  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
his  employers  and  the  public  is  a convincing  evi- 
dence of  his  ability  and  trustworthiness. 

Mr.  Hayes  is  descended  in  the  paternal  line 
from  Scotch-Irish  ancestrv,  and  in  his  career  has 
shown  the  admirable  characteristics  of  that  sturdy 
race.  Robert  Hayes,  his  grandfather,  a resident  of 
Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  married  Catherine  Dietz, 
and  both  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  while  the  greater 
number  of  their  thirteen  children  are  still  living. 

Thomas  D.  Hayes,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  1826,  and  for  many  years  resided  in  the 
vicinity  of  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county,  his 
attention  being  given  to  the  cultivation  of  his  three 
farms  there.  In  early  life  he  was  a fuel  agent  for 
the  U.  S.  military  roads,  furnishing  ties  and  fuel 
chiefly  in  the  Southern  district,  and  for  some  time 
he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a railroad  contrac- 
tor, being  the  builder  of  the  first  section  of  the 
Susquehanna  division  of  the  Erie  railroad.  Polit- 
ically he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
devout  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His 
death  occurred  at  Great  Bend  in  1894,  his  remains 
being  interred  in  Rose  Hill  cemetery,  and  his  wife, 
Betsy  (Newman),  who  was  born  at  Great  Bend  of 
good  old  Yankee  stock,  is  still  living.  Our  subject 
is  one  of  three  sons  of  this  worthy  couple,  the  others 
being:  (1)  James  was  for  a time  interested  in  the 

hop  business  and  in  banking  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  but 
is  now  a resident  of  Pasadena,  Cal.,  where  he  is 
connected  with  a bank  and  with  an  electric  light  and 
gas  company.  He  married  Miss  Ella  Barnum  and 
has  two  children- — William  and  Alice.  (2)  Sidney, 
a clerk  in  a coal  office  in  Scranton,  married  Miss 
Fannie  Searle,  niece  of  Judge  Searle,  of  Montrose, 
Susquehanna  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  22,  1849, 
Great  Bend,  and  was  educated  in  Kingston,  Penn., 
Franklin,  N.  Y.,  West  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  the 
Delaware  Literary  Institute,  where  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  July,  1868,  the  theme  of  his  oration  being 
“The  Nature  and  Results  of  Progress.”  On  leaving 
school  he  worked  on  the  farm  for  a time,  and  on 
June  1,  1871,  he  took  a position  as  fireman  on  the 
Erie  railroad,  which  he  held  about  a year.  Later  he 
was  on  the  police  force  in  Philadelphia,  and  from 
1879  to  August,  1884,  he  ran  an  engine  on  the  D., 
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L.  & W.  road.  Since  that  time  he  has  filled  his 
present  position  of  engine  dispatcher,  his  duties  in- 
volving the  oversight  of  about  200  men.  In  1871  he 
married  Miss  Eva  A.  Loomis,  a native  of  Chen- 
ango county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Mail- 
land,  who  is  employed  in  the  D.,  L.  & W.  shops, 
and  Harold,  who  is  at  home.  Mr.  Hayes  and  his 
wife  are  much  esteemed  socially,  and  he  belongs  to 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Methodist  Church  at  Hall- 
stead.  In  politics  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

ANDREW  KOEHLER.  Young  men  of  the 
past  have  often  been  deterred  from  devoting  them- 
selves to  business  life  because  of  the  wide-spread 
impression  that  such  a life  yields  no  opportunity 
for  the  display  of  genius.  The  time,  however,  has 
gone  by  when,  other  things  being  equal,  the  busi- 
ness man  must  take  a secondary  place  to  the  lawyer, 
the  doctor,  the  minister  or  the  editor.  In  fact,  as 
a rule,  let  the  business  man  be  equally  equipped 
by  education  and  natural  endowment,  and  you  will 
find  him  today  in  every  community  exerting  a wider 
influence  and  wielding  a larger  power  than  a man 
of  equal  capacity  .treading  other  walks  of  life.  The 
“men  of  affairs”  have  come  to  be  in  a large  degree 
the  men  upon  whom  the  country  leans.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch — a popular  hardware  merchant  of 
Starrucca,  Wayne  county — is  pre-eminently  a man 
of  affairs,  and  is  now  serving  as  burgess. 

Mr.  Koehler  was  born  in  Indiana,  March  1 1 , 
1852,  a son  of  Dr.  Philip  Koehler,  a prominent 
physician  now  residing  in  Colorado  City,  Colo.,  who 
has  been  very  successful  in  the  treatment  of  cancers, 
of  which  he  makes  a specialty.  He  was  born  on 
the  River  Rhine,  in  Germany,  and  is  a member 
of  a prominent  family  of  that  country,  many  of  the 
representatives  of  which  have  been  distinguished 
soldiers  and  professional  men.  He  married  Miss 
Magdelena  Hilman,  of  the  same  place,  and  in  1848 
they  came  to  the  United  States,  first  locating  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  whence  they  removed  to  Indiana. 
In  religious  faith  they  are  Presbyterians,  and  in 
politics  the  Doctor  is  a Republican.  Their  children 
are  Ollie,  Andrew,  Kate,  Emil,  Anna,  Philip,  Gus- 
taf  (deceased),  and  Jacob. 

Mr.  Koehler,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  or  near 
Leavenworth,  Kans.,  acquiring  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  locality,  and  in  his  younger 
years  he  saw  much  of  the  West.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  began  learning  the  tinner’s  trade,  at 
which  he  has  since  worked.  He  came  to  Star- 
rucca, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1873.  and  since  1885 
has  carried  on  his  present  business  here.  His  store, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  town,  is  28x80  feet, 
two  stories  in  height,  and  is  divided  into  two  rooms, 
the  front  one  being  the  general  storeroom,  while 
in  the  rear  room  are  kept  the  reserve  stock  and 
stoves.  He  carries  both  shelf  and  heavy  hardware 
of  the  best  grades,  and  from  the  public  receives 
a liberal  patronage. 
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In  1873,  Mr.  Koehler  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Utter,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Utter  (now  deceased), 
who  for  years  was  a well-known  citizen  of  Starrucca, 
where  Mrs.  Koehler  was  reared  and  educated.  I hey 
have  three  children : Magdelena,  now  the  wife  of 

John  Woodmansee,  of  Starrucca ; Emil,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business  in  that  borough ; and 
Andrew,  Jr.  Mr.  Koehler  is  a prominent  and  in- 
fluential member  of  the  Republican  party  in  his 
community,  and  has  served  on  the  school  board  for 
five  years  and  as  auditor  for  eight  years.  In  1897 
he  was  elected  burgess,  and  is  now  acceptably  fill- 
ing that  responsible  position.  He  manifests  a deep 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  Starrucca,  and  his  influ- 
ence and  support  are  given  to  all  measures  beneficial 
to  the  municipality.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of 
the  Knights  of  Honor.  Loyal  to  all  public  duties, 
honorable  in  all  business  relations,  faithful  to  all 
the  obligations  of  social  life,  He  stands  as  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  Wayne  county. 

ARTHUR  W.  BROWN,  one  of  the  leading- 
citizens  of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county,  was  born 
February  22,  1859,  'n  Jackson,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  and  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  and 
prominent  families  of  that  county.  His  father, 
Elisha  Brown,  was  bom  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y., 
and  at  an  early  day  took  up  his  residence  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.  The  grandfather,  Elisha 
Brown,  Sr.,  was  also  an  early  settler  of  this  section 
of  the  State.  The  father  was  married  in  Jackson, 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Maria  Benson,  a native  of  Vermont, 
and  to  them  were  born  ten  children — four  sons 
and  six  daughters.  The  father,  who  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 
His  political  support  was  always  given  the  Democ- 
racy, and  religiously  he  was  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  being  one  of  its  active 
and  consistent  members. 

On  the  home  farm  at  Jackson,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  Arthur  W.  Brown  grew  to  manhood, 
learning  lessons  of  industry  and  perseverance,  and  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  locality  he  acquired  a good 
practical  literary  education.  Throughout  his  active 
business  career  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  dairying,  and  prosperity  has 
crowned  his  efforts.  Since  1889  he  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  Starrucca,  where  in  1893  he  erected  an 
elegant  residence  at  a cost  of  $4,000,  and  furnished 
it  in  a modern  and  tasteful  style. 

In  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Mr. 
Brown  married  Miss  Kate  Shew,  a native  of  that, 
county  and  a daughter  of  George  Shew,  who  came 
to  this  section  of  the  State  from  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. 
They  have  four  children:  Bernice  May,  Allen 

Ward,  Wanieta  Louise  and  Tracy  Wellington.  So- 
cially Mr.  Brown  affiliates  with  Jackson  Lodge,  F. 
& A.  M.,  and  politically  is  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  in  which  he  is  an  active  worker.  He 
is  now  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Star- 
rucca, a position  he  fills  with  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He  is  thoroughly 


impartial  in  meting  out  justice,  his  opinions  being 
unbiased  by  either  fear  or  favor,  and  his  fidelity  to 
the  trust  reposed  in  him  is  above  question.  He  Is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  and  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Starrucca,  and  it  is,  therefore, 
consistent  that  he  be  represented  in  a work  whose 
province  is  the  portrayal  of  the  lives  of  the  promi- 
nent men  of  this  section  of  the  State. 

ANDREW  J.  ALBERT  has  throughout  life 
been  identified  with  the  industrial  and  agricultural 
interests  of  Monroe  county,  having  been  for  a num- 
ber of  years  a prominent  contractor  and  builder, 
first  of  Stroudsburg  and  later  of  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  while  he  now  devotes  his  time  and  attention 
principally  to  farming  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  that  township,  May  16,  1839, 
a son  of  Philip  and  Sarah  (Gower)  Albert.  On 
the  paternal  side  he  is  of  German  extraction,  his 
great-grandfather,  Andrew  Albert,  having  been  a 
native  of  the  Fatherland,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war  and  took  an 
active  part  in  that  struggle.  At  its  close  he  located 
in  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  and  later  made  his 
home  at  what  is  now  Minsi,  Monroe  county,  rear- 
ing his  family  there.  He  had  several  children,  in- 
cluding Joseph  ; Peggy,  wife  of  Albert  Gordon  ; and 
Peter,  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

Peter  Albert  lived  and  died  in  Middle  Smithfield 

township,  Monroe  county.  He  married  Margaret 

and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren : Henry  ; John  ; Peter  ; William  ; Philip,  father 
of  our  subject;  Catherine,  wife  of  Samuel  Detrick, 
of  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county;  Sarah,  who 
married  Samuel  Walter,  of  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, where  she  is  still  living;  Mary,  wife  of  Philip 
De  Witt,  of  Bradford  'county,  Penn. ; and  Betsy, 
wife  of  John  X.  Jaroldmer,  of  Bradford  county. 

Philip  Albert  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  where  he  learned  the 
shoemaker’s  trade  in  early  life.  He  married  Sarah 
Gower,  and  they  began  housekeeping  upon  property 
he  purchased  near  Shawnee  in  Smithfield  township, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  the  greater  part  of 
his  life.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eig'hty-seven  years.  In  their  family  were 
three  children  : ( 1 ) Hettie,  born  in  Middle  Smith- 

field  township,-  married  John  Brewer,  of  Hamilton, 
Monroe  county,  where  she  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren : Sarah,  now  the  wife  of  Eugene  Henry,  of 

Henryville,  Monroe'county ; Minerva,  married,  and 
residing  in  Dalton,  Penn. ; one  whose  name  is  not 
given,  who  married  and  died  in  the  West.  (2)  Al- 
fred, born  in  1835,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm. 
When  a young  man  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
which  he  still  follows  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, where  he  makes  his  home.  He  married  Sarah 
Overfield,  a daughter  of  Henry  Overfield,  of  that 
township.  (3)  Andrew  J. 

Reared  in  his  native  township,  Andrew  J.  Al- 
bert received  a good  practical  education  in  its  public 
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schools,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade  in  Stroudsburg.  In  1862  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emma  S.  Ruth,  of  Hamilton 
township,  Monroe  county,  a daughter  of  George  and 
Sarah  Ruth,  representatives  of  old  and  prominent 
families  of  that  township.  Mr.  Albert  brought  his 
bride  to  a home  in  Middle  Smithfield  township, 
where  they  lived  for  about  two  years,  and  then 
moved  to  Stroudsburg ; here  he  purchased  real  es- 
tate and  erected  a home.  There  he  carried  on 
business  as  a contractor  and  builder  for  four  years, 
and  on  selling  out  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  re- 
moved to  Delaware  W ater  Gap,  where  he  was  simi- 
larly employed  until  1895.  That  year  he  sold  his 
residence  and  bought  a farm  in  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
which  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies. 

In  1893  Mr.  Albert  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  worthy  wife,  who  died  at  Delaware 
Water  Gap.  Two  children  had  been  born  to  them, 
the  younger  of  whom,  Frank,  died  when  a young 
man  of  twenty-two  years.  Minnie  (the  elder  of 
the  two),  born  in  Smithfield  township,  married 
Lewis  Freer,  of  Northampton  county,  and  they  lived 
at  the  Water  Gap  on  the  New  Jersey  side  of  the 
Delaware  river,  where  he  died  leaving  two  children, 
Lulu  and  Stella.  Subsequently  she  married  George 
Drake,  and  they  now  make  their  home  in  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county.  Mr.  Albert  was 
again  married,  in  1895,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mrs.  Susanna  Van  Horn,  of  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  a daughter  of  Daniel  Smith,  of  Flat 
Brook,  New  Jersey. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Albert  has  al- 
ways been  a pronounced  Democrat,  but  he  has  never 
cared  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office, 
though  he  served  as  constable  while  a resident  of 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  also  as  school  director 
for  one  term.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  both 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
that  time,  and  while  living  there  he  served  as  one 
of  its  trustees.  He  has  always  been  a liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  Church,  and  has  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  its  work.  He  has  also  been  found 
faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him  in  either  public 
or  private  life,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  valued 
citizens  of  his  community. 

JOSEPH  A.  BUCKLEY,  a well-to-do  farmer 
of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  is  one  of  her 
native-born  sons  of  whom  she  has  reason  to  be 
proud,  a typical  representative  of  the  class  of  thrifty, 
progressive  and  intelligent  agriculturists  to  be 
found  within  her  borders.  He  was  born  June  24, 
1842,  on  the  farm  which  is  still  his  home,  and  is  de- 
scended from  sturdy  English  stock,  his  parents, 
Daniel  and  Martha  (Robuck)  Buckley,  and  his 
grandparents  on  both  sides  of  the  house  being  all 
natives  of  England. 

Daniel  Buckley  was  born  January  18,  1808, 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  in  1813  came  with  his 
parents,  James  and  Sarah  Buckley,  to  the  United 


States,  the  family  settling  in  New  Jersey,  where 
the  father  followed  his  occupation  of  woolen  manu- 
facturer, passing  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  that 
place.  The  mother  died  at  Horsehead,  N.  J.  Daniel 
Buckley  also  became  a manufacturer  of  woolen 
clothing,  and  he  remained  in  New  Jersey  until  1830, 
though  he  traveled  considerably  during  his  early 
manhood.  In  the  year  just  mentioned  he  came  to  Pike 
county,  Penn.,  settling  in  Delaware  township,  and 
here  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  November 
1,  1868,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son  Joseph. 
On  February  6,  1833,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mar- 
tha Robuck,  who  was  born  January  20,  1813,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Robuck,  of  Leeds,  England,  who 
came  with  his  family  to  America  in  1820,  locating 
first  in  Maryland,  thence,  in  1823,  migrating  to  Pike 
county,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Joseph  Buckley,  and  spent  his  remaining 
days  here.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Buckley  were 
born  seven  children : Sarah  A.,  who  married  Cyrus 
R.  Purdy,  a farmer,  and  lives  in  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington ; Harriet,  wife  of  James  H.  Henry,  a farmer 
of  Delaware  township ; Matilda  R.,  wife  of  Henry 
Genung,  a farmer  of  Rock  Island,  111. ; Joseph  A., 
whose  name  introduces  these  lines ; Hon.  Daniel 
R.,  who  has  served  as  probate  judge  in  Washington 
county,  111.,  where  he  is  also  engaged  in  farming; 
John  W.,  who  died  unmarried;  and  James  D.,  who 
is  a manufacturer  of  building  supplies  in  Gainesville, 
Texas.  The  mother  passed  away  in  March,  1893, 
and  her  remains  rest  beside  those  of  her  husband 
in  the  Delaware  cemetery. 

Joseph  A.  Buckley  has  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  on  the  farm  which  he  now  conducts, 
and  here  he  received  his  instruction  in  farm  labor 
under  the  able  direction  of  his  father.  On  Septem- 
ber 15,  1862,  he  enlisted  at  Dingman’s  Ferry  in  the 
LTnion  service,  becoming  a member  of  Company 
B,  151st  P.  V.  I.,  Capt.  Lafayette  Westbrook,  Col. 
George  F.  McFarland  commanding.  The  regi- 
ment, which  was  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Third  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Chancellorsville,  on 
May  14,  1863,  and  Gettysburg,  July  3,  1863,  and 
Mr.  Buckley  was  wounded  in  the  latter  struggle,  a 
shell  striking  his  gun  and  breaking  his  left  arm..  He 
was  captured  the  same  day,  paroled  on  the  field,  and 
on  July  27,  his  nine  months’  term  of  enlistment  hav- 
ing expired,  he  was  honorably  discharged  with  the 
rest  of  his  regiment.  On  July  29  he  re-enlisted  at 
Tioga,  N.  Y.,  this  time  in  Company  A,  161st  N.  Y. 
V.  I.,  Capt.  B.  F.  Van  Tyles,  Col.  Kinsley  com- 
manding. This  command  belonged  to  the  Third 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Thirteenth  Corps,  under 
Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  and  among  other  battles 
they  participated  in  that  at  Spanish  Fort,  Ala.,  which 
surrendered  the  same  day  on  which  Lee  surrendered 
at  Appomattox,  April  9,  1865.  Mr.  Buckley  was 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  August  28, 
1865,  at  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  and  returned  to  his  home 
in  Delaware  township,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  has  a fine  property,  well 
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improved  and  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, thanks  to  Mr.  Buckley’s  watchfulness  and  good 
management  in  all  the  details  of  his  work.  He  has 
given  his  attention  almost  entirely  to  his  lifework, 
but  he  has  nevertheless  taken  the  part  of  a public- 
spirited  citizen  in  affairs  of  general  interest,  and 
he  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  faithfully  as  school 
director  for  eighteen  years,  as  assistant  assessor 
and  as  overseer  of  the  poor. 

On  September  9,  1868,  Mr.  Buckley  was  united 
in  marriage,  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Hannah 
J.  Van  Etten,  and  seven  children  have  blessed  this 
union,  as  follows : Benjamin  R.,  born  November 

17,  1869,  now  residing  at  Sandon,  B.  C.,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  mining  on  some  silver  land  which 
he  owns  (he  is  unmarried)  ; Clarence  E.,  born  Octo- 
ber 19,  1871,  who  is  a merchant  in  Lowell,  Wash, 
(he  married  Kittie  Darragh)  ; James  D.,  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  1873,  who  is  clerking  in  Port  Jervis;  John 
M.,  born  October  1,  1876,  engaged  in  mining  in  the 
Klondike ; Frank  L.,  born  August  19,  1880  ; Fred  A., 
born  April  1,  1884,  and  Luella,  born  April  18,  1886. 
The  three  youngest  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mrs.  Buckley  was  born  September  1,  1847,  in  Dela- 
ware township,  daughter  of  Daniel  E.  and  Lucinda 
(Van  Gordon)  Van  Etten,  who  were  natives  of 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  Pike  county,  Penn.,  re- 
spectively. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buckley  are  faithful 
members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  steward  and  trustee  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
post  at  Milford.  They  are  a pleasant,  hospitable 
family,  well  liked  by  their  neighbors  and  friends 
in  Delaware  township,  and  respected  everywhere  as 
citizens  who  would  do  credit  to  any  community. 

JOHN  M.  KINTNER,  a leading  merchant  and 
farmer  of  Middle  Smithfield,  Monroe  county,  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of 
this  section  of  the  county,  being  a grandson  of 
George  and  Annie  (Gunsaulus)  Kintner,  who  were 
among  the  early  settlers  in  the  northwestern  part 
of  Smithfield  township,  where  they  ended  their  days. 
They  had  a family  of  six  children  : Emanuel,  James, 
Daniel,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  James  Posten,  of  Stroud 
township),  Sallie  (Mrs.  Walter  Marsh,  of  Smith- 
field),  and  Isaac  B.,  Daniel  being  the  only  survivor ; 
fie  makes  his  home  in  East  Stroudsburg. 

Isaac  B.  Kintner,  father  of  John  M.  Kintner, 
was  born  in  1838  in  Smithfield  township,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  education  partly  in 
the  public  schools.  However,  he  was  in  the  main 
self-educated,  and  he  was  in  his  day  considered  one 
of  the  most  intellectual  men  in  the  countv,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  teaching  for  about  thirty  years.  In 
1858  Mr.  Kintner  wedded  Miss  Mary  J.  Strunk, 
who  was  also  a member  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  Monroe  county,  being  a daughter  of  John  M. 
and  Eleanor  Strunk,  of  Smithfield  township,  and 
they  settled  in  Craig’s  Meadows,  where  he  pur- 
chased the  home  which  his  widow  and  some  of  his 
children  still  occupy.  He  continued  to  follow  teach- 


ing, which  was  really  his  life  occupation,  and  he 
died  on  this  home  in  1891,  mourned  by  the  entire 
community.  Mr.  Kintner  was  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar residents  of  this  part  of  the  county,  beloved  and 
respected  wherever  he  was  known,  and  his  widow 
is  highly  esteemed  throughout  the  neighborhood  of 
her  home,  where  she  has  many  friends.  Mr.  Kint- 
ner was  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  and  his  worthy  wife  reared  a 
family  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom 
have  become  an  honor  to  their  parents  and  use- 
ful, progressive  citizens,  well  fitted  by  education 
and  training  to  take  their  place  among  the  most  in- 
telligent members  of  the  community  in  which  they 
have  their  home.  John  M.,  the  eldest,  was  born  in 
November,  1858,  in  Smithfield,  and  is  specially  men- 
tioned below.  George  was  born  in  i860  in  Smith- 
field,  and  received  a good  elementary  education  in 
the  public  schools,  subsequently  becoming  a student 
at  the  Kutztown  (Penn.)  State  Normal  School, 
from  which  he  graduated ; he  has  since  followed 
teaching  in  the  public  schools,  and  he  now  stands  at 
the  head  of  his  profession,  at  present  holding  the 
position  of  principal  of  the  higher  schools  in  Carl- 
stad,  N.  J.,  where  he  resides.  He  married  Miss 
Laura  Bush,  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Sarah  Bush, 
of  Craig’s  Meadows,  and  they  have  four  children 
living,  Lloyd,  Jessie,  Arretta  and  one  whose  name 
is  not  given.  Lewis  B.  Kintner,  born  in  1865  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Smithfield,  received  a good 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  taught  success- 
fully in  Monroe  county  for  several  years ; he  is  at 
present  engaged  in  the  freight  department  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  road,  at  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  makes  his  home  in  that  town.  He 
married  Miss  Wilba  Yetter,  daughter  of  Martin 
Yetter;  they  have  no  family.  Flora  Kintner  was 
born  July  10,  1868,  received  her  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  married  Frank  Predmore,  of 
Smithfield,  to  which  union  has  been  born  one  daugh- 
ter, Norma ; they  live  on  his  farm  in  the  central 
part  of  Smithfield  township.  Ira,  born  in  1876, 
graduated  in  1898  from  the  Normal  in  East  Strouds- 
burg, and  he  has  also  engaged  in  teaching  in  his  na- 
tive county ; he  makes  his  home  with  his  mother  at 
Craig’s  Meadows. 

John  M.  Kintner  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Smithfield- township  during  his  youth  and  early 
manhood,  acquiring  a good  practical  elementary  and 
classical  training^  When  twenty-one  years  of  age 
he  commenced  teaching  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
place,  following  that  profession  during  the  winter 
season  for  a period  of  twelve  years,  during  which 
time  he  ranked  with  the  successful  young  educators 
of  the  county.  After  his  marriage  he  located  on  the 
farm  of  his  maternal  grandfather,  John  M.  Strunk, 
where  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  in  the 
summer,  continuing  to  teach  in  the  winter,  for  five 
years,  and  in  1886  he  purchased  the  farm  on  the 
Milford  road  known  as  the  Mrs.  Eleanor  Strunk 
property,  which  he  has  since  occupied.  After  his 
removal  to  this  place  Mr.  Kintner  was  instrumental 
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in  the  establishing  of  the  Frutcheys  post  office, 
where  he  was  appointed  postmaster  under  President 
Hayes,  holding  the  position  for  eight  consecutive 
years.  He  was  restored  to  office  under  the  Cleve- 
land administration,  and  also  held  it  for  eight 
months  under  President  McKinley.  In  1890,  while 
serving  as  postmaster,  he  opened  the  mercantile 
business  which  he  has  conducted  up  to  the  present 
time  with  such  signal  success,  and  in  addition  to 
his  duties  in  this  line  he  has  also  seen  to  the  manage- 
ment of  his  farm,  which  is  a well-kept  and  carefully- 
cultivated  tract.  Mr.  Kintner  ranks  among  the 
leading  business  men  and  successful  farmers  of 
the  township,  and  he  is  one  of  the  active  citizens 
of  his  neighborhood,  where  he  is  widely  known  and 
highly  esteemed.  Politically  he  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 

John  M.  Kintner  was  married  to  Miss 
Rosetta  Carter,  daughter  of  Samuel  P.  and  Mary 
(Place)  Carter,  the  former  of  whom  went  to  Cali- 
fornia when  she  was  a child  and  died  in  that  State ; 
the  mother  subsequently  wedded  James  Court- 
wright,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Penn.  Mrs.  Kintner  was 
born  in  1863  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and 
grew  to  womanhood  at  the  home  of  her  grandfather, 
John  Place,  in  Monroe  county,  where  she  received 
a good  education  in  the  public  schools.  Three 
children  have  blessed  this  union,  namely : May, 

born  in  Smithfield  in  April,  1880,  is  attending 
school;  Ella,  born  in  1882,  has  of  late  assisted  her 
father  in  his  general  store ; George  was  born  in  July, 
1885.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kintner  have  a large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  and  around  Smith- 
field,  and  no  residents  of  that  township  are  held  in 
higher  regard  among  the  substantial  and  intelli- 
gent citizens  of  this  part  of  Monroe  county. 

D.  R.  BRAMAN,  the  present  well-known  man- 
ager of  the  wholesale  liquor  house  of  M.  Hartung, 
at  Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  April  23,  1863,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Irene  (Snyder)  Braman,  natives 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively, 
and  residents  of  Broome  county  at  the  present  time. 
The  father  was  born  in  1827,  has  followed  farming 
throughout  life,  and  has  held  a number  of  town- 
ship offices.  The  mother’s  birth  occurred  in  1831. 
Both  are  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  them.  To 
them  were  born  five  children,  namely : De  Forest, 
a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Dehester,  de- 
ceased ; Delaska,  of  Binghamton ; Dela,  widow  of 
J.  V.  Le  Roy  and  a resident  of  Forest  City,  Penn. ; 
and  D.  R.,  our  subject.  The  paternal  grandparents 
were  James  and  Hannah  Braman,  natives  of  Rhode 
Island,  who  removed  from  that  State  to  Cortland, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  their  remaining  days  as 
farming  people. 

Upon  the  home  farm  D.  R.  Braman  spent  the 
first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  in  much  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day.  He  then  entered 
a photograph  gallery  in  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  and  after 


mastering  the  art  continued  to  work  for  C.  P.  Page 
at  that  place  until  coming  to  Forest  City,  Penn.,  in 
May,  1888.  He  conducted  a gallery  here  until 
1895,  when  he  sold  out.  He  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace  in  February,  1893,  and  acceptably  filled 
that  office  until  November,  1897,  when  he  resigned 
to  accept  his  present  position.  He  is  quite  a promi- 
nent representative  of  the  Republican  party  in  his 
town,  has  been  a member  of  the  Vigilance  commit- 
tee for  eight  years,  and  has  been  honored  with  pub- 
lic office,  having  served  as  overseer  of  the  poor  three 
terms  and  as  clerk  of  the  town  council.  Socially  he 
is  very  popular,  and  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
Lodge  of  Forest  City. 

In  New  Milford,  Penn.,  March  3,  1885,  Mr. 
Braman  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E. 
Le  Roy,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children : 
Isabella  and  John  Le  Roy.  Mrs.  Braman  was  born 
in  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
is  a daughter  of  Levi  L.  Le  Roy,  whose  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere. 

F.  P.  BROWNE,  at  this  writing  general  secre- 
tary of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  at 
Hallstead,  is  one  of  the  best  known  Christian  work- 
ers of  Susquehanna  county,  and  has  under  his  care 
a branch  of  this  organization,  which  is  a most 
efficient  and  progressive  factor  in  the  social  and 
moral  life  of  the  above  named  town. 

Mr.  Browne  was  born  December  17,  1866,  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county,  son  of 
Charles  and  Augusta  (Cole)  Browne.  His  father 
was  a native  of  New  York  State,  but  for  more  than 
forty  years  had  been  a resident  of  Susquehanna 
county,  where  our  subject  was  reared  and  educated. 
For  three  years  he  was  employed  in  the  insurance 
office  of  Henry  E.  Tyler  at  Montrose.  He  then 
began  his  official  connection  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
work  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  railroad  department,  and  removing  from 
Scranton  to  Hallstead,  April  1,  1897,  he  assumed 
charge  of  the  association  work  at  the  latter  place, 
which  was  established  there  in  1887.  Its  work  is  di- 
rected largely  among  railroad  men,  and  of  its  230 
members,  200  are  of  that  occupation.  The  associa- 
tion owns  a commodious  hall,  containing  a fine  re- 
ception room,  bathrooms,  etc.,  the  hall  having 
a seating  capacity  of  300. 

On  December  21,  1893,  Mr.  Browne  was  mar- 
ried, at  Scranton,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Addie  Long,  of 
Scranton,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children 
— Ruth  E.  and  Mildred  J. 

EDGAR  BRYANT,  fireman  at  Station  No. 
19  on  the  Gravity  railroad,  and  a resident  of  Canaan 
township,  is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
honored  and  highly  respected  families  of  Wayne 
county,  where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed.  He 
was  born,  November  15,  1862,  in  Texas  township, 
a son  of  Richard  Bryant,  and  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when 
he  rented  and  operated  the  home  farm  on  his  own 
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account  for  a year.  He  then  accepted  his  present 
position  with  his  brother,  Samuel  B. 

On  November  12,  1884,  in  Bethany,  Wayne 
county,  Mr.  Bryant  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Morris,  Rev.  Leonard  Cole,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
minister,  performing  the  marriage  ceremony.  Three 
bright  and  interesting  children  bless  this  union, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : 
Maud,  October  22,  1885 ; Richard,  November  24, 
1887;  and  Allen,  September  17,  1891. 

Mrs.  Bryant  was  born  in  Cornwall,  England, 
April  24,  1854,  a daughter  of  Richard  and  Jane 
(Hendy)  Morris,  also  natives  of  Cornwall,  the  for- 
mer born  in  1826,  the  latter  in  1833.  Parents 

still  reside  on  Lord  Robart’s  estate  in  that  country, 
of  which  the  father  has  been  steward  for  the  past 
half  century.  Both  are  earnest  and  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Their  children  are : 
Thomas,  who  is  an  attendant  in  an  asylum  in  Eng- 
land; Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Matilda, 
Emily,  Caroline,  John,  William,  Amelia  and  Rich- 
ard all  died  unmarried ; and  Grace  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  French,  a railroad  man  living  in  Honesdale, 
Penn.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Morris, 
and  the  maternal  grandparents,  Anthony  and  Grace 
(Coppin)  Henry,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Eng- 
land. 

Since  casting  his  first  vote,  Mr.  Bryant  has 
been  a stalwart  Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  given 
his  support  to  all  measures  which  he  believed  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  and  commendable  interest  in  educa- 
tional affairs,  is  an  efficient  member  of  the  school 
board,  of  which  he  is  now  president.  His  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  in  his  native  county  is 
extensive,  and  wherever  known  he  is  held  in  high 
regard. 

HUGH  W.  BROWN.  Faith  and  business  in- 
sight were  the  making  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
in  his  present  character  as  the  leading  real-estate 
owner  and  agent  of  Forest  City.  A prosperous 
merchant,  trading  with  the  prosperous  people  of  this 
locality,  he  a few  years  ago  divided  the  growth  of 
the  place,  and  gradually  withdrawing  his  invest- 
ments in  merchandise  he  placed  them  in  real  estate 
which  has  since  appreciated  in  value,  and  now  has 
before  it  a most  promising  future. 

The  Brown  family,  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
member,  was  for  generations  grafted  upon  the  soil 
of  Ireland,  giving  its  religious  faith  to  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  paternal  great-grandfather  was  Jo- 
seph Brown,  a farmer  who  dwelt  in  County  Donegal 
near  the  County  Tyrone  line,  and  there  he  lived  to  a 
good  old  age.  Many  of  his  descendants  emigrated 
to  America.  He  left  three  children,  John,  Sarah, 
and  Thomas.  John  came  to  America,  settled  in 
Greenbrier  county,  W.  Va.,  and  died  there  unmar- 
ried and  wealthy  many  years  ago.  Sarah  married 
William  Davis,  of  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  and 
her  children  migrated  to  America.  Thomas,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  County 


Tyrone,  Ireland.  He  was  a farmer  and  a weaver 
by  occupation.  He  married  Rebecca  McKinney,  a 
member  of  a neighboring  family  of  farmers  and 
weavers.  He  died  at  the  early  age  of  forty-five; 
his  wife  survived  to  the  age  of  ninety-five  years. 
The  eight  children  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  Brown 
were  as  follows:  John  and  Joseph  (twins),  Wil- 

liam, Mary,  Jennie  and  Hugh.  John  was  the  father 
of  our  subject.  Joseph  married  Margaret  Noble, 
and  lived  in  Ireland  to  the  age  of  ninety  years; 
one  member  of  his  family  migrated  to  Canada.  Wil- 
liam, a bachelor  farmer,  lived  in  Ireland  with  his 
maiden  sister  throughout  life.  Jennie  died  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years.  Hugh  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Philadelphia ; he  married  Sarah  Hamilton, 
and  died  in  the  Quaker  City  many  years  ago;  his 
eldest  two  daughters  were  Rebecca  and  Marguerite. 

John  Brown,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Donegal,  Ireland,  November  12,  1800.  In 
his  native  land,  in  1828,  he  married  Margaret 
Brown,  a distant  relative,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Walls)  Brown.  John  Brown,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  came  to  America,  but 
after  a residence  of  seven  years  here  returned  to 
Ireland  and  there  died.  He  had  two  children, 
Margaret,  mother  of  our  subject;  and  Mary.  The 
latter  married  James  Ralston  and  remained  through 
life  in  Ireland. 

After  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject settled  upon  a farm  in  Ireland,  and  there  reared 
their  family  of  children.  In  1864  several  of  their 
children  emigrated  to  America,  settling  in  New 
York,  and  in  1871  the  parents  came  with  our  sub- 
ject and  his  two  sisters,  Rebecca  and  Jennie,  and 
located  at  Lake  Como,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  There 
the  parents  remained  for  about  twelve  years,  living 
a retired  life,  and  they  spent  the  remaining  years 
of  their  life  with  their  children  at  Forest  City.  The 
father  died  February  6,  1897,  aged  ninety-six;  the 
mother  in  1889,  aged  eighty-one  years.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
eight  children  of  John  and  Margaret  Brown  were 
as  follows:  (1)  Mary,  born  May  12,  18 — , mar- 

ried R.obert  Davis,  and  lived  at  Hicksville,  Long 
Island ; their  children  were  William  J.,  Margaret 
J.,  Sarah  F.,  John  C.,  Robert,  Rebecca,  Minnie  and 
George.  (2)  William,  born  November  20,  18 — , 
married  R.  T-hompkins,  and  lives  as  a farmer  at  Du- 
pont, N.  Y. ; his  children  are  William,  Katie,  Stew- 
art, and  Burton.  (3)  Sarah,  born  December  26, 
1838,  married  Sylvanus  Manhennett,  a lumberman, 
who  was  born  November  20,  1832,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 26,  1887;  children,  Burton,  born  April  4,  1875, 
died  April  1,  1893;  Ethel,  born  in  1878,  and  Grace, 
born  July  12,  1881.  (4)  John  C.,  a furniture  dealer 

of  Forest  City,  married  Sarah  J.  Gilchrist,  and  has 
children,  Edith,  a teacher  in  the  Forest  City  public 
schools;  Letta,  Frank  (deceased),  and  Mabel.  (5) 
Thomas,  a merchant  at  Forest  City,  married  Jane 
Monteith,  and  has  five  children,  John  M.,  James  A., 
Rebecca,  Thomas  and  Mamie.  (6)  Hugh  W., 
subject  of  this  sketch.  (7)  Rebecca,  wife  of  J.  W. 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1607 


Gilchrist,  of  Lake  Como;  children,  Margaretta, 
George,  Lillian,  Floyd,  Minnie,  Edith,  Jennie  and 
Ruth.  (8)  Jennie,  who  married  Eleaser  J.  Mon- 
roe, a coal  dealer  at  Forest  City;  children,  Alvin, 
Wallace,  Maud,  Eva,  Ethel,  Sarah,  and  Harold. 

Hugh  W.  Brown,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  near  Londonderry,  Ireland,  January  17, 
1847.  He  received  a good  high-school  education 
in  Ireland,  where  he  was  reared  on  a farm.  He 
came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1871,  settling 
at  Lake  Como,  and  a little  later  entered  mercan- 
tile business  with  his  brother  Thomas.  Five  years 
later  they  opened  a branch  store  at  Forest  City. 
Three  years  later  after  a prosperous  career,  they  re- 
solved to  take  the  money  out  of  the  mercantile  trade 
and  invest  it  in  real  estate.  The  change  has  re- 
sulted to  the  advantage  of  our  subject,  for  he  is 
now  one  of  the  leading  real  estate  owners  in  For- 
est City.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  does  the  leading  business  of  the  place. 
One  of  his  properties  is  a block  of  135  feet  frontage 
in  the  business  part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  February  23,  1882,  to 
Miss  Katie  Smith,  who  was  born  at  Conklin,  Broome 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  February  16,  1850.  The  children  of  our 
subject  and  wife  are:  Margaret,  Jennie,  Florence, 

Harry,  Archie  and  Marion.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers and  attendants  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Brown  is  a Republican. 

% 

OLIVER  T.  CONKLIN.  The  expression, 
“the  dignity  of  labor,”  is  exemplified  in  the  life- 
record  of  this  gentleman,  who  attributes  his  success 
to  earnest  work.  He  is  a man  of  strong  force  of 
character,  purposeful  and  energetic,  and  his  keen 
discrimination  and  sound  judgment  are  shown  in 
the  capable  management  of  his  business  affairs  as  a 
leading  blacksmith  of  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Conklin  was  born  in  April,  1841,  in  Bloom- 
ingburg,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a son  of  Oliver 
C.  and  Catherine  A.  (Hunter)  Conklin,  also  na- 
tives of  New  York,  the  former  born  in  Sullivan 
county,  in  1812,  the  latter  near  Goshen,  Orange 
county,  in  1816.  His  paternal  grandparents  were 
Jacob  and  Debby  (Turman)  Conklin.  The  grand- 
father, who  was  of  English  parentage,  located  on 
the  Delaware  river  near  Cochecton,  Sullivan  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  lumbering  for  a number  of 
years,  and  then  took  up  his  residence  near  Bing- 
hamton, Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. In  his  family  were  two  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  namely:  Dermelia,  wife  of  Nathan 

Crary,  of  New  York  State  ; Margaret,  wife  of  Miner 
Hill,  whose  home  was  near  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; Sarah, 
wife  of  Perry  Hess,  of  Chenango  Forks,  Broome 
Co.,  N.  Y. ; Emma,  wife  of  Ezekiel  Cole,  of  Chen- 
ango Forks  ; Catherine,  wife  of  Alva  Green,  of  Kirk- 
wood, Broome  Co.,  N.  Y. ; Mary,  who  wedded 
Henry  McClure  and  died  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
where  her  four  children  still  reside ; Priscilla,  wife 
of  Garrett  Begle,  of  Binghamton,  where  both  died ; 


Elias,  for  many  years  a leading  merchant  of  Bing- 
hamton, where  he  died  in  1870,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren who  still  live  there ; and  Oliver  C.,  father  of 
our  subject. 

Oliver  C.  Conklin  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  early  man- 
hood married  Miss  Catherine  A.  Hunter,  a daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Mary  Blunter,  of  Monroe,  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.  After  his  marriage  he  located  at  Bing- 
hamton, when  it  was  only  a small  village,  and  there 
followed  farming  for  some  years.  Subsequently  he 
operated  several  rented  farms  in  Montgomery  town- 
ship, Orange  county,  and  in  1859  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  locating  on  a farm  adjoining 
the  village  of  Great  Bend,  where  he  remained  until 
after  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  In  1862  he  enlisted 
in  the  161st  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  after  eight  months’ 
service  died  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.  He  left  a widow 
and  five  children,  the  latter  being  as  follows  : ( 1 ) 

Julia,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Binghamton,  in  1839, 
and  was  educated  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  She 
married  S.  B.  Eldridge,  of  Union,  N.  Y.,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  business  in  Binghamton.  (2)  Oliver 
T.,  our  subject,  is  referred  to  farther  on.  (3) 
Adelia,  born  in  Orange  county,  in  1843,  married 
Harlow  Blessing,  a farmer  of  Great  Bend  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  who  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  90th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
at  Key  West,  Fla.,  August  6,  1862,  leaving  a widow, 
who  still  resides  in  Great  Bend.  (4)  Osborn,  born 
in  1845,  served  for  three  years  as  a member  of  the 
50th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  then 
enlisted  in  the  2nd  United  States  Regulars  for  three 
years.  He  was  with  Gen.  Custer  on  the  frontier  at 
the  time  of  the  memorable  massacre,  when  that  gen- 
eral was  killed.  On  the  expiration  of  his  three 
years’  term,  he  re-enlisted  for  five  years,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  was  made  superintendent  of  the 
Soldiers’  Orphan  Home  at  Meadville,  Penn.  He 
married  Dora  Hoppel  and  is  now  living  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.  (5)  Jacob  H.,  born  in  Orange 
county,  in  1847,  served  for  three  years  in  the  50th 
N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  after  his  return  home  lived  with 
his  mother  for  a few  years,  but  for  the  past  sixteen 
years  his  whereabouts  have  been  unknown. 

During  his  boyhood,  Oliver  T.  Conklin,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  living  there  when 
he  offered  his  services  to  the  government  soon  after 
the  opening  of  the  Civil  war.  In  October,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  90th  N.  Y.  V.  I. ; was  sworn 
into  the  United  States  service  in  New  York  City; 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  South  under 
Gen.  Foster,  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  where  270  of 
the  regiment  died  of  yellow  fever.  They  were  next 
ordered  to  Fort  Jefferson,  where  they  served  as 
prison  guards  for  seven  months,  and  from  there 
went  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  with  Gen.  Hunter.  Going 
to  New  Orleans,  they  participated  in  the  siege  and 
capture  of  Port  Hudson,  under  Gen.  Banks,  and 
when  Gen.  Early  threatened  an  attack  on  Washing- 
ton, they  were  ordered  back  to  Virginia,  and  took 
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part  in  the  engagements  at  Donaldsonville  and  Blue 
Ridge.  They  were  also  in  the  battle  of  Winchester, 
September  19,  1864,  where  the  losses  on  both  sides 
were  heavy.  This  was  followed  by  the  engage- 
ment at  Fort  Fisher,  under  Gen.  Sheridan,  and  the 
troops  then  marched  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to 
Flarrisonburg,  Va.  In  October  they  met  Gen.  Early 
at  Cedar  Creek  and  were  driven  back  until  Gen. 
Sheridan  came  up  with  his  army,  turning  the  tide 
of  battle  in  favor  of  the  CTnion  forces.  Several 
thousand  Confederate  soldiers  were  taken  prisoners 
at  this  time.  Mr.  Conklin  served  three  months  over 
his  term  of  enlistment,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  New  York  City,  October  10,  1864,  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Great  Bend,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Penn.,  and  has  since  successfully  en- 
gaged in  blacksmithing. 

In  1867  Mr.  Conklin  was  married  to  Miss 
Sophia  E.  Judd,  of  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born 
in  1848,  and  was  educated  in  the  high  school  of 
Susquehanna.  A few  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Conklin  removed  to  Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak.,  where  he 
followed  blacksmithing  for  two  years,  and  while 
there  pre-empted  a claim  and  proved  up  the  same. 
Selling  his  property  there,  he  returned  to  Great 
Bend,  Penn.,  where  his  wife  died  February  18, 
1882.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  them,  Jessie  and 
Bertie  died  in  childhood.  Archer,  born  in  Windsor, 
N.  Y.,  in  December,  1868,  received  a fair  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Great  Bend,  and  when  a young 
man  went  to  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  where  he  is  employed 
as  manager  for  the  Rains  Lumber  Company.  He 
married  a lady  of  that  place  and  has  two  children— 
E.  Burton  and  Florence  B.  Adelaide  M.,  born  in 
March,  1874,  is  now  the  wife  of  Platt  Rodgers,  a 
business  man  of  Meadville,  Penn.,  and  they  have 
one  daug'hter,  Harriet.  David  W.,  born  in  Great 
Bend,  September  18,  1880,  is  attending  school. 

Since  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Conklin  has 
always  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  for  a number  of  years  he  most  capably  and  sat- 
isfactorily served  as  constable  in  his  township.  Re- 
ligiously his  wife  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  was  a good  Christian  wtiman,  a faith- 
ful wife  and  loving  mother,  who  like  her  husband 
was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  her. 

MRS.  MARY  ELLEN  KEEN.  As  long  ago 
as  the  time  of  Solomon  the  model  woman  possessed 
the  business  gifts  which  our  later  civilization  is 
prone  to  consider  new,  and  in  his  enumeration  of 
the  admirable  qualities  of  the  paragon,  the  Wise 
Man  lays  stress  upon  her  wisdom  and  foresight  in 
worldly  matters.  “She  considereth  a field  and  buy- 
eth  it,”  he  declares  approvingly,  and  doubtless  he 
would  heartily  commend  the  business  acumen  which 
is  shown  by  American  women  of  today,  especially 
if  it  was  accompanied  by  true  womanly  grace  and 
refinement,  as  in  the  case  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  the  proprietor  of  the  “Pasadena  House” 
near  Stroudsburg.  The  location  of  this  hotel,  which 
is  well  known  to  the  traveling  public,  shows  rare 


judgment,  the  view  from  the  Blue  Mountains  at 
that  point  being  particularly  attractive.  As  it  is  only 
one  mile  south  of  Stroudsburg  it  is  easy  of  access 
and  the  house  itself,  which  is  commodious  and  well 
designed,  is  handsomely  furnished  throughout  and 
is  equipped  with  every  modern  convenience.  The 
grounds  are  tastefully  laid  out,  several  rustic  sum- 
mer houses  and  arbors  adding  to  their  beauty,  while 
every  detail  of  the  management,  including  the  ex- 
cellent cuisine,  shows  thoughtful  care.  The  hostess 
is  a charming  entertainer,  her  Southern  blood  show- 
ing in  her  gracious  and  pleasing  manner,  and  a 
summer  spent  in  her  home  makes  a brig'ht  spot  in 
the  memory. 

Mrs.  Keen  is  a native  of  the  “Sunny  South,” 
having  been  born  in  May,  1843,  ’n  Montgomery 
county,  Ala.  Her  father,  John  R.  Thompson,  was 
born  in  Alabama,  and  died  there  in  1842,  before  her 
birth.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Heckenell,  was  born  in  the  Cumberland  Valley,  and, 
soon  after  the  death  of  the  husband  and  father,  re- 
turned to  that  section,  making  her  home  in  New- 
ville.  Mrs.  Keen  was  the  youngest  in  a family  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  three  are  living,  and  are 
as  follows  : ( 1 ) Eliza  married  David  Fleck,  of 

Maryland,  and  removed  to  Clinton,  Ohio,  where 
they  own  a fine  large  amount  of  farming  land.  They 
have  a numerous  family.  (2)  Elsetta  married  Dan- 
iel Grawbaugh,  inventor  of  a telephone  similar 
to  that  patented  by  Bell,  his  claims  to  the  patent 
having  been  in  the  courts  for  a number  of  years.  He 
resides  at  ITeverly’s  Mills,  near  Harrisburg,  Penn., 
where  he  owns  valuable  real  estate,  while  Mrs. 
Grawbaugh  also  owns  property  in  Mechanicsburg, 
Penn.  They  have  three  children — Olive,  now  Mrs. 
Oyster,  of  the  Cumberland  Valley,  and  two  whose 
names  are  not  given.  (3)  Mary  Ellen  is  our  sub- 
ject. 

After  completing  a public-school  course,  our 
subject  entered  a select  school  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
where  her  natural  gifts  of  mind  were  developed  un- 
der competent  guidance.  In  1867  she  married  Morris 
L.  Keen,  of  West  Philadelphia,  the  first  to  bring  to 
perfection  the  art  of  making  paper  from  wood  pulp. 
He  was  then  a wealthy  man,  and  after  their  mar- 
riage they  traveled  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada  for  some  years.  In  1874  they  located 
in  Stroudsburg,  where  Mr.  Keen  built  a large  mill 
for  the  manufacture  of  both  wood  pulp  and  paper 
on  an  extensive  scale.  The  enterprise  proved  suc- 
cessful, the  paper  finding  a ready  sale  in  the  Phil- 
adelphia market  and  in  large  quantities.  He  also 
built  the  “Highland  Grove  House,”  where  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  in  1882.  Fie  was  a man 
of  fine  intelligence,  taking  an  interest  in  all  ques- 
tions of  the  day,  and  politically  was  a strong  ad- 
herent of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  and  his  wife  had  no  children,  and  in  1885,  Mrs. 
Keen  decided  to  build  a new  home  for  the  accom- 
modation of  summer  tourists,  choosing  a charming 
location  near  Stroudsburg.  In  1892  she  sold  out  and 
bought  the  “Pasadena  House,”  which  she  has  fitted 
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up  for  the  most  exclusive  class  of  summer  board- 
ers, with  which  it  is  well  filled  each  summer.  Mrs. 
Keen  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Stroudsburg,  and  holds  an  enviable  position  so- 
cially, her  talents  fitting  her  for  any  sphere  of  life. 

WALTER  H.  JACKSON  is  an  enterprising 
young  business  man  identified  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Wayne  county.  He  was  born  in  Phil- 
adelphia, in  July,  1874,  and  is  a son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Holt)  Jackson,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  England,  where  their  marriage  was  celebrated. 
In  1872,  bidding  adieu  to  the  land  of  their  birth, 
they  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Oregon  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
they  remained  for  a year,  removing  thence  to  Phil- 
adelphia. After  a year  spent  in  that  city  they  re- 
turned to  Oregon  township,  where  the  father  died  in 
1876,  leaving  three  little  sons  to  the  care  of  the 
widowed  mother,  who  still  survives  her  husband 
and  now  resides  in  Beech  Lake.  The  children  are 
Robert,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1861,  and 
died  in  Oregon  township  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years ; John  F.,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1865, 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  Oregon  township, 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  married 
Miss  Ella  Sampson,  a daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Annie  Sampson,  her  father  being  one  of  the  veterans 
of  the  Civil  war.  John  F.  Jackson  now  resides  in 
Dyberry,  where  he  follows  the  carpenter's  trade. 
He  has  two  sons  : Bruce  and  Bary. 

Walter  H.  Jackson  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  Oregon  township,  and  acquired 
a good  English  education  in  the  public  schools.  He 
remained  with  his  mother  until  1893,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Florence  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Charlotte  Loveless,  her  father  being 
one  of  the  prominent  lumbermen  of  Damascus.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jackson  began  their  domestic  life  in  Ore- 
gon township,  where  they  remained  for  one  year. 
In  1895  our  subject  purchased  the  Howard  Love- 
less property,  adjoining  his  father-in-law’s  farm  and 
situated  in  Damascus  township,  two  miles  west  of 
Boyd’s  Mills.  His  farm  comprises  sixty-six  acres 
of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  he  has  placed  under 
a high  state  of  cultivation,  the  well-tilled  fields  yield- 
ing to  him  a golden  tribute  in  return  for  his  care 
and  labor,  while  the  modern  and  substantial  build- 
ings upon  the  place  stand  as  monuments  to  his 
thrift  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  Jackson  exercises  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Damascus,  and 
he  is  a member  of  the  Junior  Order  of  American 
Mechanics.  He  ranks  among  the  energetic  young 
dairymen  and  farmers  of  his  neighborhood,  and 
his  life  has  been  one  of  honest  industry  and  well- 
directed  effort.  The  father  dying  of  consumption 
only  a few  years  after  coming  to  America,  Mr. 
Jackson  and  his  brother  John  supported  the  mother 
and  a brother  who  was  in  ill  health.  Perseverance 


and  energy  have  ever  been  among  his  marked  char- 
acteristics and  have  crowned  his  business  efforts 
with  success.  He  is  certainly  deserving  of  the  pros- 
perity that  has  come  to  him.  He  and  his  wife  are 
held  in  the  highest  regard  throughout  the  commun- 
ity and  have  the  warm  friendship  of  the  best  citi- 
zens of  this  locality. 

JOHN  C.  BROWN,  a prominent  business  man 
of  Forest  City,  Susquehanna  county,  engaged  in 
the  furniture  trade,  is  a fine  example  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish  type  of  American  citizenship.  He  is  a man 
of  sterling  integrity,  whose  high  purpose  and  indi- 
viduality make  him  honored  among  men. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  County  Donegal,  Ire- 
land, July  12,  1841,  a son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Brown)  Brown.  He  attended  the  national  schools 
of  the  town  of  Alt  and  received  an  unusually  thor- 
ough education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
was  bound  out  for  a term  of  four  years  to  James 
Carr,  of  Cunninghamtown,  County  Donegal,  by 
Castle  Finn,  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  Serving 
his  full  time,  he  remained  a half  a year  longer  as 
workman  with  his  master.  Returning  home,  he 
worked  for  about  three  years  at  his  trade,  then 
in  1867  he  emigrated  to  America.  For  a year  he 
worked  at  Hicksville,  Long  Island,  then  at  New 
York  for  a year.  Coming  to  Lake  Como,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  he  was  there  engaged  at  his  trade  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  combining  it  with  farming  and 
lumbering.  In  1887  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
at  Lake  Como  and  removed  to  Forest  City,  where  he 
at  once  engaged  in  the  furniture  business.  Mr. 
Brown  purchased  the  land  upon  which  his  block 
is  situated  and  erected  that  substantial  edifice.  He 
has  conducted  the  business  ever  since.  He  also 
owns  the  old  homestead  of  200  acres  at  Lake  Como, 
which  he  purchased  when  he  first  moved  there. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  in  October,  1876,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Jane  Gilchrist,  who  was  born  in  Done- 
gal, Ireland,  July  20,  1843.  Their  children  are 
Edith,  Lettie,  Mabel,  and  Frank,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen.  In  politics  Mr.  Brown  is  a Repub- 
lican. He  has  served  as  school  director,  city  as- 
sessor and  poor  director.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Thomas  Brown,  brother  of  John  C.  and 
an  influential  grocer  of  Forest  City,  was  born  in 
County  Donegal,  Ireland,  March  28,  1844.  He  re- 
ceived a good  common-school  education  in  the  Par- 
ish of  Niney,  Ireland,  then  in  the  National  schools. 
In  his  native  land  he  became  a stationary  engineer, 
and  followed  that  occupation  until  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1868.  Settling  at  Lake  Como,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  he  remained  there  for  a time,  and  then  for  a 
period  of  ten  years  he  conducted  a general  store 
at  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
H.  W.  They  opened  a branch  store  at  Forest  City, 
which  H.  W.  managed,  while  Thomas  looked  after 
the  Hancock  store.  In  October,  1888,  he  sold  out 
the  latter  property  and  removed  to  Forest  City, 
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where  he  purchased  an  improved  property.  He 
erected  and  owns  the  business  block  in  which  his 
grocery  store  is  located. 

Thomas  Brown  was  married  November  17, 
1864,  to  Miss  Jane  Monteith,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland,  March  27,  1844.  To  Thomas  and  Jane 
Brown  have  been  born  five  children,  as  follows : 
(1)  John  M.,  editor  of  the  Forest  City  Nezvs,  mar- 
ried Miss  Florence  Bivins,  and  has  one  child,  Mon- 
tieth.  (2)  James  A.,  a compositor  on  the  Forest 
City  Nezvs,  married  Miss  Hattie  McGlafflin,  and 
has" two  children.  (3)  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  W.  J. 
Maxey,  a lawyer  of  Forest  City ; they  have  three 
children,  Rexford,  Florence  and  one  whose  name  is 
not  given.  (4)  Thomas,  a compositor,  resides 
with  his  father.  (5)  Mamie  J. 

Thomas  Brown  in  1888  established  the  Forest 
City  Nezvs,  which  he  and  his  sons  have  most  suc- 
cessfully conducted.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
possesses  an  unusually  fine  library,  has  a decided 
taste  for  literature,  and  is  one  of  the  best  informed 
citizens  of  Forest  City. 

WILLIAM  GOODNOUGIT  is  one  of  the 
younger  business  men  of  Winterdale,  Scott  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  but  his  ability,  enterprise  and 
upright  methods  have  already  established  for  him 
an  enviable  reputation,  and  his  popularity  is  estab- 
lished on  a firm  basis — that  of  his  own  well-tested 
merit. 

Mr.  Goodnough  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
N.  Y.,  December  13,  1867,  a son  of  H.  S.  and  Ade- 
laide (Marble)  Goodnough.  The  father  was  born  in 
Stamford,  same  county,  and  in  that  State  was  mar- 
ried and  continued  to  follow  farming  until  1883, 
when  he  removed  to  Winterdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  has  since  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  four  children,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  (2)  Lula,  born  in  Delaware 

county,  N.  Y.,  in  1869,  is  now  the  wife  of  Girard 
Tarvox,  of  Winterdale,  and  has  two  children;  (3) 
Bell,  born  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1877,  is  the 
wife  of  Winfield  Rosenkrans,  of  Sherman,  Wayne 
county.  (4)  Walter,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
died  in  infancy. 

William  Goodnough  obtained  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
began  his  business  career  as  a jobber  in  stone  and 
contractor  to  furnish  wood  for  the  chemical  works 
of  his  district.  In  a few  years,  by  his  industry,  he 
became  the  owner  of  a large  tract  of  timberland, 
the  wood  from  which  he  sold  to  the  chemical  works, 
whereitwasusedinthemanufacture  of  wood  alcohol. 
Since  1889  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  the  stone 
quarry  business  on  the  Delaware  river,  and  in  this 
line  has  also  met  with  excellent  success.  In  1893  he 
purchased  real  estate  in  the  village  of  Winterdale, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

In  1890  Mr.  Goodnough  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Theckla  Bone,  of  Illinois,  who  in  1887 
came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  with  her  parents. 


They  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to 
the  New  World  located  in  Illinois,  where  they  made 
their  home  for  some  years.  Five  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodnough,  but  Walter,  the 
eldest,  died  in  childhood.  Those  still  living  are 
Bernice,  Grace,  Leland,  and  Ferda  May,  who  was 
born  in  1897. 

Throughout  his  entire  married  life,  Mr.  Good- 
nough has  made  his  home  in  Winterdale,  and  be- 
sides his  property  in  that  village,  he  in  October, 
1896,  purchased  200  acres  of  timberland,  in  Buck- 
ingham township,  Wayne  county,  from  which  he 
furnishes  the  wood  to  the  chemical  works  of  Balds 
Eddy,  as  previously  stated.  He  is  a wide-awake 
and  energetic  business  man,  of  known  reliability, 
and  has  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  Relig- 
iously, he  was  reared  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
politically  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party. 

A.  E.  FOSTER,  the  well-known  and  popular 
station  agent  and  telegraph  operator  at  Starrucca, 
Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Ararat,  Penn.,  a son 
of  W.  S.  and  A.  C.  Foster,  who  now  make  their 
home  in  Thompson,  Susquehanna  county,  where  the 
father  is  engaged  in  millinery  and  general  mercan- 
tile business.  He  is  a native  of  that  county,  and  is 
a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  having  served  as  captain 
in  a Michigan  regiment  for  three  years,  and  par- 
ticipating in  the  battles  of  Bull  Run,  the  Wilder- 
ness, Antietam  and  other  engagements.  After  his 
return  from  the  army  he  was  married  and  engaged 
in  lumbering  for  a number  of  years.  Four  chil- 
dren constituted  his  family,  namely : Edward,  born 
in  Ararat,  married  Cora  Leonard,  and  died  at  an 
early  age,  leaving  a widow  and  one  daughter, 
Emma ; Guy,  born  in  Ararat,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  is  still 
at  home  with  his  parents ; Emma,  born  in  Thomp- 
son, died  in  childhood  ; and  A.  E. 

After  completing  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Susquehanna  county,  A.  E.  Foster,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  entered  the  employ  of  the 
railroad  company  at  Thompson,  where  he  learned 
telegraphy.  For  a number  of  years  he  has  now 
filled  the  position  of  operator  at  Starrucca,  has 
gained  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  employers, 
and  is  a general  favorite  with  the  traveling  public, 
as  he  is  kind  and  obliging  at  all  times.  He  married 
Miss  Bessie  Carpenter,  of  Uniondale,  Penn.  They 
hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Starrucca,  and,  politically,  Mr.  Foster  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

M.  HENRY,  a well-to-do  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  was 
born  in  April,  1843,  111  Pocono  township,  and  is  a 
representative  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  of 
the  county,  whose  members  have  been  men  of  broad 
and  liberal  views,  enterprising  and  energetic,  and 
of  good  business  ability.  His  grandfather,  Arthur 
Henry,  was  born  and  reared  in  Bucks  county,  Penn., 
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but  at  an  early  day  came  to  Monroe  county,  being 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Pocono  township. 
He  married  Sallie  Posten  and  reared  a family. 

Jacob  Henry,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a native 
of  Monroe  county,  and  on  reaching  man’s  estate 
married  Miss  Maria  Price,  a daughter  of  Eleazer 
Price.  He  purchased  a large  amount  of  land  in 
Pocono  township  and  engaged  in  lumbering  and 
farming,  rafting  his  lumber  down  Brodhead  creek 
to  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  then  down  the  Dela- 
ware river  to  Philadelphia,  where  it  was  marketed. 
After  clearing  away  the  timber  he  developed  a good 
large  farm  from  this  land  and  made  many  improve- 
ments thereon.  For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the 
leading  lumbermen  of  the  county,  and  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  public  interests.  He  was  a 
man  of  fine  business  qualifications,  gave  liberally  to 
the  support  of  churches  and  schools,  and  he  was 
highly  honored  and  respected  by  the  entire  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived.  He  died  on  his  farm  in 
Pocono  township,  in  October,  1867,  and  his  worthy 
wife  passed  away  in  1875. 

In  their  family  were  the  following  children : 
(1)  James  married  Mary  A.  Plattenburg,  of 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and  engaged  in 
farming  in  Pocono  township  until  July,  1898,  when 
called  from  this  life.  He  left  five  children,  namely: 
Samuel;  John;  Eliza,  wife  of  Timothy  Crossman, 
of  Monroe  county ; Allina,  wife  of  Frank  Marter,  of 
Pocono  township;  and  Nettie,  wife  of  Harvey 
Detrick,  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county.  (2) 
Melissa,  born  in  Pocono  township,  married  Joseph 
Smith,  of  the  same  township,  and  they  moved  to 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  where  she  died,  leaving  two 
children— Samuel  and  Annie,  who  are  still  resi- 
dents of  Michigan.  (3)  Addison,  born  and  reared 
in  Pocono  township,  married  Violet  .Seebring,  of 
the  same  township  and  engaged  in  'farming  there 
until  his  death,  in  1893.  He  left  a widow,  and  five 
children — Jacob,  Effie,  Charles,  Frank  and  Harry. 
(4)  Joseph,  who  was  born  and  reared  on  the  old 

homestead,  married Shook,  of  Stroudsburg, 

and  they  moved  to  Kansas,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing near  Topeka  until  his  death  in  1892.  His  wife 
died  a few  years  later,  leaving  a family  who  still 
reside  in  that  State.  (5)  Subject  of  this  review  is 
referred  to  farther  on.  (6)  Jasper  moved  to  Mich- 
igan on  reaching  manhood,  and  was  there  married 
and  continued  for  a time  to  reside,  but  when  last 
heard  from  was  living  on  the  Pacific  coast.  (7) 
Annie  married  Joshua  Berry,  of  Pocono  township, 
and  with  their  family  they  now  reside  in  California. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Pocono  township, 
our  subject  assisted  his  father  in  his  farming  and 
lumber  operations,  and  attended  the  neighboring 
schools  during  the  winter  months.  War  having 
been  declared  between  the  North  and  South,  he 
enlisted  in  October,  1862,  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  in  Company  C,  176th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Col. 
A.  A.  Leckley,  and  Major  Schoonover,  of  Pike 
county,  and  was  sworn  into  the  United  States  ser- 
vice at  Philadelphia.  As  a part  of  the  Army  of  the 


Potomac  the  regiment  was  under  the  command  of 
Gens.  Peck  and  McClelland,  but  it  was  later  trans- 
ferred to  the  Army  of  the  South,  under  Gen.  Gil- 
more. On  the  expiration  of  the  nine  months  of  his 
enlistment  our  subject  was  mustered  out  August  2, 
1863,  Soon  after  his  return  home  he  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  where  he  enlisted  as  guard  for  a 
colony  crossing  the  plains  to  California,  but  the 
company  was  soon  disbanded  and  he  re-enlisted  in 
the  United  States  service  for  the  remainder  of  the 
war.  With  his  regiment  he  went  to  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  then  on  to  Chattanooga,  where  an  engage- 
ment was  brought  on.  With  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee under  command  of  Gen.  Sherman  he  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Savage  Station  and  later  in 
the  battle  of  Atlanta,  where  Gen.  McPherson  was 
killed,  and  where  both  armies  lost  heavily.  After 
the  evacuation  of  that  city  they  went  on  the  cele- 
brated march  to  the  sea,  then  marched  to  Savannah 
and  on  to  Columbia,  S.  C.  From  Newark,  N.  C., 
they  were  transported  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where 
they  participated  in  the  Grand  Review.  Returning 
to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Mr.  Henry  was  honorably  dis- 
charged May  1,  1865,  and  in  October  of  that  year 
he  was  again  in  Monroe  county. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Henry  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing in  Elk  county,  Penn.,  and  from  there  went  to 
Johnsonburg,  McKean  county,  where  he  worked 
for  Gen.  Kain  as  a contractor  in  road  building,  and 
in  this  undertaking  he  was  remarkably  successful. 
He  continued  in  the  lumber  business  throughout  the 
western  part  of  the  State  until  1870,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Monroe  county.  On  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber, of  that  year,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  La  Bar, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  A.  La  Bar,  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families 
of  the  county.  Soon  after  his  marriag'e  he  pur- 
chased iso  acres  of  land  in  Paradise  township, 
which  he  has  transformed  into  one  of  the  well  culti- 
vated and  highly  improved  farms  of  the  locality, 
it  being  supplied  with  good  buildings  and  all  the 
accessories  found  on  a model  farm  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  have  been  born  five 
daughters,  as  follows : Annie  is  now  the  wife  of 

Theodore  Berry,  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  among  their  children  are  named  Thomas, 
Mertie,  and  Nettie.  (2)  May  is  the  wife  of  David 
Hallett,  a farmer  of  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  they  have  two  children — Thomas  and 
one  whose  name  is  not  given.  (3)  Susan  was  edu- 
cated in  the  local  schools  and  is  now  at  home.  (4) 
Mellie,  and  (5)  Blanch,  born  in  1885,  are  still  under 
the  parental  roof,  and  are  attending  the  district 
schools. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Henry  is  an  un- 
compromising Republican,  and  in  his  social  rela- 
tions he  is  a member  of  Wadsworth  Post,  No.  150, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  also  the  Patriotic 
Order  Sons  of  America.  As  a citizen  and  neighbor 
he  is  respected  and  esteemed  by  all,  his  genial, 
kindly  disposition  making  him  a favorite  among  the 
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people  of  the  community,  while  as  an  honorable  and 
upright  man,  as  well  as  a brave  soldier,  he  has  no 
superiors  in  Monroe  county. 

JAMES  STIRK.  The  spirit  of  self-help  is  the 
source  of  all  genuine  worth  in  the  individual,  and  is 
the  means  of  bringing  to  man  success  when  he  has 
no  advantages  of  wealth  or  influence  to  aid  him. 
It  illustrates  in  no  uncertain  manner  what  it  is  pos- 
sible to  accomplish  when  perseverance  and  deter- 
mination form  the  keynote  to  a man’s  life.  Depend- 
ing upon  his  own  resources,  looking  for  no  outside 
aid  or  support,  Mr.  Stirk  has  achieved  success  in 
his  chosen  calling,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Sherman,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  successfully  operates  both  a woolen  factory  and 
sawmill. 

Mr.  Stirk  was  born  in  Bradford,  England,  in 
1834,  a son  of  Henry  and  Alice  (Herd)  Stirk,  who 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  country.  In  their 
family  were  nine  children,  the  others  being  William, 
Samuel,  Sarah,  Henry,  Thomas,  John,  Joseph  and 
Frederick,  all  of  whom  remained  in  England.  Our 
subject  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  land  to 
a limited  extent,  and  in  that  country  learned  the 
trade  of  manufacturing  woolen  goods.  In  1833  he 
came  to  America,  and  in  Lawrence,  Mass.,  erected 
and  put  in  operation  the  Pacific  Mills,  the  ma- 
chinery for  which  he  had  brought  from  England, 
it  being  the  first  manufactory  of  the  kind  in  the 
country.  At  the  end  of  three  years  he  severed  his 
connection  with  that  mill  and  went  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  started  the  mills  for  the  McCalmus  Com- 
pany. Subsequently  he  worked  for  Yudels,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, for  seven  years,  and  was  next  in  the 
employ  of  Manual  Hay  & Co.,  owners  of  worsted 
mills  near  that  city.  In  1869  he  began  buying  and 
selling  wool,  and  was  thus  employed  for  a number 
of  years. 

In  1872  Mr.  Stirk  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Eliza  Jane  McDowell,  of  Massachusetts,  a 
daughter  of  Francis  McDowell,  who  was  born  in 
Scotland  and  belonged  to  an  old  and  highly  re- 
spected family  of  that  country.  Her  maternal 
grandfather  was  a relative  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton. 
On  coming  to  the  New  World  Mr.  McDowell  first 
located  in  New  York,  and  from  there  removed  to 
Massachusetts,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  In  that  State  Mrs.  Stirk  was  reared,  edu- 
cated and  married  to  our  subject.  They  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  two  children  : ( 1 ) John,  born 

in  Providence,  R.  I.,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Windsor,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  connected  with  his 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  woolen-mill  at  Sher- 
man, Wayne  county.  He  married  Carrie  Tacobs, 
of  Sherman,  and  has  two  children.  (2)  Alice,  born 
in  Lawrence,  Mass.,  in  1876,  completed  her  educa- 
tion in  the  high  school  of  Windsor,  N.  Y.  She  mar- 
ried Edward  Miller,  of  Walton,  that  State,  who  is 
now  attending  medical  lectures  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
but  makes  his  home  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.  They  have 
three  children,  Ethel,  Alice  and  Plannah. 


After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Stirk  located  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  where  he  continued  the  business  of 
buying  and  selling  wool  for  three  years,  and  then 
was  similarly  employed  by  A.  Sprague  & Co.,  in 
Cincinnati  and  other  western  cities.  Later  he 
erected  a woolen-mill  in  Montgomery,  N.  Y.,  for 
Edward  Acres,  and  afterward  was  employed  in  a 
woolen  factory  at  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  for  three  years,  during  which  time  he  erected 
a factory  at  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  remaining  there  five 
years.  On  selling  out  he  came  to  Sherman,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  in  1892,  and  erected  his  present  woolen 
factory,  which  he  has  since  run  in  connection  with 
the  operation  of  a sawmill. 

Since  becoming  an  American  citizen,  Mr.  Stirk 
has  always  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  active  and  prominent  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  started  out  in  life 
for  himself  as  a poor  boy  in  a strange  land  with  only 
a knowledge  of  the  woolen  trade,  but  being  indus- 
trious and  enterprising  he  steadily  worked  his  way 
upward,  and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
largest  woolen-mills  in  the  county,  besides  other 
valuable  property.  He  owns  not  a dollar  that  he 
has  not  honestly  acquired  by  himself,  and  his  suc- 
cess should  furnish  both  lesson  and  incentive,  as 
does  his  life  an  example  of  honest  worth  and  un- 
swerving integrity. 

FREDERICK  S.  PRICE,  a blacksmith  and 
dealer  in  wagons,  buggies,  carriages,  sleighs,  tools, 
etc.,  has  been  in  business  at  Tyler  Hill  for  a third  of 
a century,  and  is  well-known  all  over  Wayne  county. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  industry  and  perseverance, 
and  the  systematic  and  honorable  business  methods 
which  he  has  followed  have  won  him  the  support 
and  confidence  of  many.  He  is  a man  of  broad 
capabilities,  carrying  forward  to1  successful  comple- 
tion whatever  he  undertakes,  and  has  succeeded  in 
accumulating  a handsome  property. 

Mr.  Price  was  born  in  Manchester  township, 
Wayne  county,  June  21,  1848,  and  belongs  to  one 
of  the  old  and  prominent  families  of  the  county. 
His  grandfather,  Samuel  Price,  also  a blacksmith 
by  trade,  settled  here  at  an  early  day,  coming  from 
the  southern  part  of  the  State.  He  was  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  was  a noted  hunter.  During 
pioneer  days  his  wife  was  a prominent  midwife, 
and  assisted  at  the  birth  of  many  who  have  since 
become  leading  citizens  of  the  county.  Often  at 
nig'ht  when  her  services  were  needed  she  would 
take  a light  and  paddle  across  the  Delaware  river  in 
a canoe.  At  one  time  she  had  an  encounter  with  a 
bear  that  was  trying  to  secure  a calf  near  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  she  and  her  husband  tasted  the 
bitterness  as  well  as  the  sweets  of  pioneer  life.  This 
brave  couple  reared  four  sons,  three  of  whom  died 
in  defense  of  their  country  during  the  Civil  war, 
the  father  of  our  subject  being  the  only  one  to  sur- 
vive. They  were  George,  Job,  Henry  and  Paul  P. 

Paul  Price,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Wayne  county,  and  when  the  war  of  the 
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Rebellion  broke  out  he  joined  Sherman’s  army,  be- 
coming a brave  and  gallant  soldier.  For  a time  he 
served  as  orderly,  and  when  finally  discharged  re- 
turned home  with  a war  record  of  which  he  could 
be  justly  proud.  As  a life  work  he  also  engaged 
in  blacksmithing,  and  he  was  a man  admired  and 
respected  by  all.  He  wedded  Mary,  Anne  Taylor, 
daughter  of  James  Taylor,  a native  of  England, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children : Frederick 

S.,  of  this  review ; and  Dora,  wife  of  George  Good- 
rich, a railroad  man  of  Aurora,  111.  The  father  died 
in  Wayne  county  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 

Reared  under  the  parental  roof,  Frederick  S. 
Price  early  became  familiar  with  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  in  his  father’s  shop,  and  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years  he  was  admitted  to  partnership.  He  has 
since  carried  on  operations  at  Tyler  Hill,  and  is 
an  expert  workman  in  iron  and  steel.  Besides  his 
place  of  business  he  owns  a valuable  farm  of  300 
acres  on  the  turnpike  road,  which  is  improved  with 
a good  residence,  barns,  etc.  Financially  he  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  solid  men  of  the  county. 

In  1872  Mr.  Price  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Anne  Thompson,  a lady  of  intelligence, 
who  has  proved  to  her  husband  a true  helpmeet. 
She  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Sullivan 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Jane  (McGaw)  Thompson,  natives  of  Belfast,  Ire- 
land, who  were  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage.  While 
crossing  the  ocean  the  vessel  on  which  her  parents 
sailed  was  wrecked  during  a storm  and  they  took 
refuge  on  an  iceberg,  from  which  they  were  sub- 
sequently rescued  bv  another  ship.  Their  son 
William  was  drowned  at  this  time.  Their  children 
were:  John,  Eliza,  James,  William,  Samuel,  Mary 
Anne,  Susan  and  Alexander.  Both  parents  were 
faithful  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
died  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  Seven  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living:  Lorenzo  B.,  who  married  Libby  Bird 
Tyler,  and  has  one  child,  Florence;  Sidney;  Mabel 
and  Marvin.  Bertie  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Price  was  originally  a Repub- 
lican, but  lately  has  cast  his  ballot  in  support  of  the 
Prohibition  party,  as  he  is  a strong  temperance  man. 
Still  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  is  very  strong,  and  is 
keenly  alive  to  the  pleasures  of  outdoor  life,  being 
a devotee  of  the  rod  and  gun.  He  is  jovial  and 
genial  with  lots  of  Irish  wit,  and  few  men  in  Wayne 
county  have  a wider  circle  of  friends  than  he. 

JOHN  J.  ERVIN,  a well-known  and  honored 
citizen  of  Rush  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
the  possessor  of  a comfortable  property  which  now 
enables  him  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares  and  spend 
his  remaining  days  in  ease  and  quiet.  It  is  to  his 
perseverance,  indomitable  energy,  close  application 
and  untiring  industry  that  he  owes  his  success  in 
life,  for  at  the  outset  of  his  career  he  was  not  aided 
by  wealth  or  influence. 

Mr.  Ervin  was  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J., 
June  7,  1833,  a son  of  James  and  Mary  A.  (Angle)  j 


Ervin,  also  natives  of  that  county,  where  the  mother 
died  in  October,  1849,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  Delaware  cemetery,  Warren 
county.  In  1865,  the  father  accompanied  our  sub- 
ject and  family  on  their  removal  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  but  ten  years  later  he  returned  to  his 
native  county,  where  he  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years,  and  his  remains  were  interred  be- 
side those  of  his  wife.  Both  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  were 
held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  knew  them.  Their 
children  were  : William,  a cooper,  of  Warren  coun- 
ty, N.  J. ; Margaret,  who  died  young ; Ann  M., 
widow  of  John  Beck,  of  Warren  county;  John  J., 
our  subject;  James,  who  died  in  Ohio;  Elsa,  widow 
of  Edward  Bean,  of  Ohio ; and  Mary  E.,  wife  of 
James  Van  Kirk,  of  Warren  county,  New  Jersey. 

In  early  life  John  J.  Ervin  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  near  his  boyhood  home  and  at  the  age 
of  eight  years  entered  his  father’s  cooper  shop, 
where  he  learned  the  trade,  working  there  unin- 
terruptedly until  he  attained  his  majority.  The  fol- 
lowing four  years  he  was  employed  as  a farm  hand, 
and  then  conducted  a cooper  shop  of  his  own  in 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  for  seven  years.  As  pre- 
viously stated  he  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  in  1865,  and  after  renting  a farm  in  Auburn 
township  for  six  years,  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  of  161J  acres  in  Rush  township,  known  as 
the  Redding  farm.  Although  but  seventy-five  acres 
had  been  cleared  at  that  time,  now  the  entire  tract 
with  the  exception  of  thirty  acres  is  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation.  In  connection  with  farming, 
he  carried  on  operations  as  a huckster  for  some 
years,  hauling  his  produce  to  Scranton,  but  in  1885 
he  retired  from  that  business,  and  has  since  de- 
voted his  attention  solely  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
Success  has  crowned  his  well-directed  efforts,  and 
he  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  prosperous 
farmers  of  the  community,  owning  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  desirable  places  in  Rush  township. 
He  is  now  sixty-six  years  of  age,  but  is  well  pre- 
served and  enjoys  remarkably  good  health,  having 
never  but  once  been  confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness, 
that  being  January  1,  1899. 

On  July  2,  1859,  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  Mr. 
Ervin  married  Miss  Ann  M.  Henry,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  five  children : Jabez,  who 

married  Merilla  Titman,  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Warren  county,  N.  J. ; Mary  E.,  wife  of  George 
Hibbard,  a farmer  of  Auburn  township,  Susque- 
hanna county ; John  M.,  who  married  Augusta 
Brotzman  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Rush  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county  ; Warren,  a clerk  in  Rush, 
Penn. ; and  Luvern,  a fur  dealer  residing  at  home. 
Mrs.  Ervin,  who  is  a most  estimable  lady,  was  born 
in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  July  10,  1842,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Cawl)  Henry,  also 
natives  of  that  county,  whence  they  removed  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.,  locating  first  in  Auburn 
township.  Later  they  went  to  Bradford  county, 
Penn.,  where  the  father  died  in  October,  1868,  after 
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which  the  mother  returned  to  Susquehanna  county 
and  made  her  home  with  a son  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, where  she  passed  away  in  April,  1878.  The 
remains  of  both  were  interred  in  Jersey  Hill  ceme- 
tery. They  were  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all  who  knew  them.  In  their  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Elizabeth  (deceased),  who  mar- 

ried (first)  David  Kitchen,  and  (second)  Isaac 
Brown  ; George,  who  died  in  Bridgewater  township ; 
Margaret,  widow  of  Isaac  Kitchen,  and  a resident 
of  Warren  county,  N.  J. ; Alfred,  who  died  in  War- 
ren county;  Hester,  wife  of  John  Ralston,  a farmer 
of  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Joseph,  a farmer  of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna 
county ; Mathias,  a farmer  of  Kansas ; David,  a 
farmer  of  Bedford  county,  Penn. ; and  Ann  M.,  wife 
of  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ervin  are  also  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
occupy  an  enviable  position  in  the  esteem  of  their 
neighbors  and  many  friends.  In  political  sentiment 
he  is  a Democrat,  and  has  served  as  poor  director 
for  three  years,  but  has  never  aspired  to  office. 

T.  J.  CARR,  a leading  and  representative  citi- 
zen of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born 
in  Wilkesbarre,  Penn.,  in  February,  1837,  a son  of 
Edward  and  Susan  (Kepple)  Carr. 

The  father  was  born  July  4,  1804,  in  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  was  reared  and  married,  it  being 
about  1832  when  the  family  removed  to  Wilkes- 
barre, where  he  engaged  in  the  harness  business 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there 
in  1889,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  The  mother 
died  in  the  same  city  in  1854.  In  their  family  were 
children  as  follows:  William,  a harness  maker  by 

trade,  died  in  Harford,  Susquehanna  county,  in 
1863;  George  is  engaged  in  the  same  business  in 
Independence,  Iowa ; Charles,  also  a harness  maker, 
died  in  Factory ville,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1870 ; 
T.  J.  is  next  in  order  of  birth ; Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
Riley  Loomis,  of  Wyoming  county;  Margaret  died 
in  Wilkesbarre  at  the  age  of  twenty-two ; Emma 
married  Dennison  Large,  and  died  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  in  1872;  Edward  makes 
his  home  in  Iowa  ; and  John,  also  a resident  of  Iowa, 
was  married  in  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  is  a farmer  by 
occupation. 

T.  J.  Carr  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na- 
tive city,  where  he  also  learned  the  harness  maker’s 
trade  with  W.  W.  Loomis,  and  on  coming  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  in  1857,  he  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness in  Harford  for  eight  years^  He  was  then  in- 
terested in  merchandising  for  seventeen  years  at 
the  same  place,  and  in  1888  came  to  New  Milford 
and  purchased  the  general  store  of  Mr.  Van  Bus- 
kirk,  which  he  conducted  for  three  years  and  a half. 
He  has  since  been  interested  in  farming  and  the  real 
estate  business,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  three  valu- 
able farms  in  New  Milford  township;  one  of  250 
acres,  which  is  one  of  the  best  dairy  farms  in  the 
township,  being  well  improved  and  well  stocked 


with  a high  grade  of  cattle;  another  of  166  acres; 
and  the  third  of  122  acres.  He  also  owns  property 
in  the  village  which  he  rents,  and  has  two  farms  in 
Harford  township,  one  of  fifty  acres,  the  other  of 
100  acres. 

In  1858,  Mr.  Carr  was  married  in  Harford  to 
Miss  Eleanora  Very,  who  was  born  in  that  place,  a 
daughter  of  Zerah  and  Lavina  (Richardson)  Very, 
natives  of  Vermont  and  pioneers  of  Harford  town- 
ship. Four  children  were  born  of  this  union  : Mrs. 
Lavina  Hollard,  now  a resident  of  Los  Angeles, 
Cal. ; Ida,  deceased ; Anna,  wife  of  William  B.  Mil- 
ler, of  Moscow,  Penn. ; and  Clarence,  who  died  in 
Harford.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life 
at  the  same  place  in  October,  1869,  and  there  in 
1870  Mr.  Carr  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Evaline  Sweet,  a native  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  a daughter  of  Stephen  Sweet. 
She  died  in  Harford,  in  1874,  leaving  one  child, 
William  S.,  now  a resident  of  New  Orleans.  In 
New  Milford  Mr.  Carr  wedded  Miss  Mary  Adelia 
Phillips,  who  was  born  in  that  village,  a daughter 
of  William  and  Mary  J.  (Campbell)  Phillips,  both 
now  deceased,  the  former  dying  in  1883,  the  latter 
in  1888.  By  this  marriage  Mr.  Carr  has  four  chil- 
dren : Frank,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  New 

Milford;  Leo;  Harry  and  Ella. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Carr  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  as  con- 
stable of  his  township.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
New  Milford  Camp,  No.  589,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  and 
merits  and  receives  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him,  for  his  career  has  been  an  honorable 
and  upright  one. 

ELIAS  T.  TITMAN,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  agriculturists  of  Springville 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a native  of  New 
Jersey,  born  in  Blairstown  township,  Warren  coun- 
ty, March  15,  1838,  and  is  a representative  of  one 
of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  that  county, 
where  his  grandparents,  George  and  Mary  Titman, 
farming  people,  spent  their  entire  lives.  They 
reared  a large  family  of  children,  namely:  Elias, 

father  of  our  subject;  Baldus,  who  died  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Warren  county;  John,  who  died  in 
the  same  county ; Philip,  who  died  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. ; William,  who  died 
in  Michigan;  George,  who  died  in  Warren  county, 
N.  J. ; Isaac,  who  died  in  Montana;  Mary  Ann, 
widow  of  Lemuel  Wilson,  of  Warren  county,  N.  J. ; 
Abraham,  who  died  in  that  county;  and  Jacob,  a 
resident  of  Montrose,  Pennsylvania. 

Elias  Titman,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a life- 
long resident  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  'followed 
the  occupation  of  farming,  owning  and  operating 
a fine  farm  of  250  acres  adjoining  the  old  homestead, 
which  comprised  300  acres.  Politically  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  he  served  on  the  election 
board.  He  married  Miss  Phoebe  Harris,  also  a na- 
tive of  Warren  county,  and  a daughter  of  John 
Harris.  He  died  May  3,  1884,  aged  seventy-six 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1615 


years,  and  she  passed  away  January  23,  1891,  in 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 
To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: George,  a carpenter  ,oi  Blairstown,  N.  J. ; 

Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of  Elijah  Crane,  of  Auburn 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn. ; Jacob,  who  died 
in  New  Jersey;  Mary,  wife  of  A.  N.  Stone,  a farmer 
of  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county;  John, 
who  was  in  Kansas  when  last  heard  from ; Alex- 
ander, a machinist  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Elias  T., 
our  subject;  Lucy  Jane,  deceased  wife  of  Marshall 
Reed,  of  Blairstown,  N.  J. ; Lemuel,  who  died  of 
smallpox  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  while  serving  in  the 
regular  army  during  the  Civil  war ; and  Elijah,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  remained  until  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
acquiring  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
then  came  to  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  where  he  first  worked  for  $5  per  month. 
During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  manifested  his 
patriotism  by  enlisting,  September  15,  1862,  in  Com- 
pany A,  151st  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  G.  L.  Stone, 
and  was  discharged  July  29,  1863.  Going  to  Iowa, 
he  enlisted,  March  14,  1865,  in  Company  H,  58th 
111.  V.  I.,  and  was  honorably  discharged  February 
3,  1866,  with  the  rank  of  corporal.  He  was  on  duty 
in  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Alabama  and  Georgia,  was 
on  the  skirmish  line  much  of  the  time,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  Pie  was  ill 
in  the  hospital  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  for  a time. 

Returning  to  Susquehanna  county  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  Mr.  Titman  resumed  farming.  In  1862 
he  had  purchased  a partially  improved  farm  of  fifty 
acres,  which  he  sold  a year  later,  buying  100  acres 
in  Auburn  township,  which  he  owned  for  two  years. 
His  next  purchase  consisted  of  fifty  acres  in  the 
same  township,  and  on  disposing  of  that  at  the  end 
of  two  years,  he  bought  120  acres  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, which  he  operated  for  ten  years.  Subsequently 
he  owned  a tract  of  100  acres  there  for  seventeen 
years,  and  when  he  sold  that  place  he  came,  in  1888, 
to  Springville  township,  and  purchased  his  present 
fine  farm,  consisting  of  312  acres,  of  which  only 
seventy-five  acres  are  now  covered  with  timber. 
Here  he  has  a fine  maple  grove  of  1,000  trees,  from 
which  he  manufactures  300  gallons  of  syrup  each 
year,  and  he  could  make  three  times  as  much  if  more 
help  was  available.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing, raising  corn,  oats  and  buckwheat,  and  also 
gives  considerable  attention  to  sheep  raising  (hav- 
ing upon  his  place  thirty-five  head),  and  dairying, 
keeping  thirty  milch  cows.  Besides  these  he  has 
fifteen  head  of  young  stock.  There  are  two  fine 
residences  upon  his  farm,  commodious  and  sub- 
stantial barns  and  outbuildings,  and  he  intends  to 
erect  a hotel,  at  a cost  of  $2,500,  upon  a tract  of  ten 
acres  in  Springville  township.  Lie  is  an  enterpris- 
ing, progressive  citizen,  of  more  than  ordinary  busi- 
ness ability,  and  carries  forward  to  successful  com- 
pletion whatever  he  undertakes. 

On  May  12,  1861,  Mr.  Titman  was  united  in 


marriage  with  Miss  Almira  Lowe,  a daughter  of 
Cornelius  and  Elsie  H.  (Brown)  Lowe,  who  lived  in 
Auburn  township  for  manv  years,  dying  there.  Her 
paternal  grandparents,  Cornelius  and  Mary  Lowe, 
were  residents  of  Blairstown  township,  Warren  Co., 
N.  J.,  as  were  also  her  maternal  grandparents,  Nich- 
olas and  Keturah  Brown.  Mrs.  Titman  was  born 
January  12,  1845,  an<I  is  one  °f  a large  family  of 
children,  in  order  of  birth  as  follows : Josiah,  de- 

ceased ; Margaret,  deceased  wife  of  Nathan  Ber- 
dick,  of  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Keturah,  deceased  wife  of  James  Kynion,  of  Rush 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; Harrison  B.,  who 
died  in  Auburn  township;  George  T.,  a resident  of 
Elk  Lake,  Dimock  township ; Mary  A.,  who  mar- 
ried Horace  Dewel  (both  are  now  deceased)  ; Sarah, 
wife  of  Amos  Bennett,  of  Sayre,  Penn. ; Leander, 
a huckster  of  Auburn  township ; Almira,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Benjamin  B.,  a farmer  of  Auburn 
township;  and  Emma,  wife  of  Jeremiah  Hyde,  of 
Auburn  township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Titman  have 
been  born  six  children,  namely : Leander,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years ; George  F.,  who 
died  on  a ranch  in  New  Mexico,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-eight ; Orvilla,  wife  of  Henry  Love,  of  Auburn 
township;  Elsie,  wife  of  Frederick  Yates,  of  Pitts- 
ton,  Penn.,  who  has  one  daughter,  Rhea;  John  R., 
who  married  Cora  Smith,  and  has  two  children, 
Harold  Lee  and  Raymond  Miles ; and  Nicholas,  a 
farmer,  who  married  Lilly  Johnson. 

The  Republican  party  always  finds  in  Mr.  Tit- 
man a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  for  six 
years  he  has  most  capably  and  satisfactorily  served 
as  supervisor  of  Auburn  township.  Fraternally  he 
is  a member  of  the  Grange,  and  his  sons  belong  to 
the  Five  States  Milk  Association.  He  is  a courteous, 
genial  gentleman,  one  who  commands  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  con- 
tact, in  either  business  or  social  life,  and  is  justly 
deserving  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 

N.  O.  MAJOR,  proprietor  of  the  “Major 
Hotel,”  at  Hallstead,  Susquehanna  county,  is  promi- 
nent in  business  life  and  as  a citizen  has  proved  him- 
self public-spirited  and  progressive.  His  genial 
nature  has  won  him  many  friends  and  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a better  known  and  more  popular 
man  in  private  life  in  this  section. 

Mr.  Major  belongs  to  a well  known  family  of 
this  section,  his  grandfather,  Wilson  Major,  having 
been  a native  of  Monroe  county,  born  in  1805,  and 
became  a farmer  and  miller  by  occupation.  He 
took  a leading  part  in  the  afifairs  of  his  locality, 
serving  as  supervisor  and  for  forty  years  as  poor- 
master.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  was 
active  in  religious  work  as  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  died  in  1889.  Among  his  children 
were:  Helen,  who  married  Henry  Wilsev,  and 

died  some  years  ago  at  Tyler  Hill ; Hiram ; Ger- 
trude, who  married  M.  Fredenburg,  of  St.  Paul, 
Minn. ; William  ; Anna  is  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Wheeler, 
of  Dakota ; and  Milton,  who  died  in  Honesdale. 
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Our  subject’s  father  was  born  in  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.,  and  for  some  years  followed  farming 
in  Wayne  county,  but  in  1890  he  sold  his  farm  there 
and  removed  to  his  present  home  in  Broome  county, 
N.  Y.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and  as  a 
citizen  is  held  in  high  esteem.  In  November,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  a company  of  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers, but  after  serving  for  a time  in  the  defence  of 
the  Union  the  hardships  of  army  life  brought  on 
inflammatory  rheumatism,  which  so  crippled  him 
that  he  was  discharged.  He  married  and  to  the 
union  were  born  children  as  follows : Sarah  is  the 

wife  of  George  W.  Burnside,  of  Alton,  111. N.  O. 
is  our  subject;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  E.  E.  Brown,  of 
Tyler  Hill ; William,  a glass  blower,  is  located  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Gertrude  is  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Wallace,  of  Schoharie,  N.  Y. ; George  and  Louis 
are  both  residents  of  Lestershire,  N.  Y. 

N.  O.  Major,  our  subject,  was  born  January 
29,  1862,  in  Damascus  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  his  education  was  completed  in  the  academy 
in  Damascus  village.  As  a young  man  he  spent  two 
years  in  the  oil  fields  of  Bedford  county,  Penn., 
where  he  carried  on  a profitable  business  as  a dealer 
in  oil,  and  then,  after  three  months  at  Tyler  Hill, 
Wayne  county,  he  went  to  Great  Bend  as  a clerk  in 
the  “Central  House,”  where  he  remained  eleven 
years.  For  some  time  he  rented  the  house  and  con- 
ducted it  on  his  own  account,  but  in  1892  he  located 
at  Hallstead,  purchasing  property  and  erecting  the 
“Major  Plouse.”  On  September  25,  1889,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Anna  Reinhart,  who  was  born 
March  25,  1868,  at  Tannersville,  Monroe  county, 
and  three  children  have  blessed  the  union,  namely : 
Charles,  Helen,  and  Franklin.  Mr.  Major  and  his 
wife  are  prominent  in  the  best  social  circles  of  their 
locality,  and  he  is  a leading  worker  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  being  an  active  member  of  Great  Bend 
Lodge,  No.  338,  F.  & A.  M. ; he  is  also  a member 
of  Chapter  No.  210  at  the  same  place,  and  of  a 
Commandery  of  K.  T.,  and  at  the  various  meetings 
and  conventions  of  the  order  he  is  an  honored  visitor. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican,  but  bis  allegiance 
does  not  depend  on  official  rewards  as  he  prefers 
to  devote  his  attention  to  other  interests. 

SAMUEL  S.  DEUEL,  a well-1-  mown  and 
prominent  business  man  of  Rush,  Susquehanna 
county,  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  black- 
smithing  and  wagonmaking,  receiving  a liberal 
patronage  from  the  people  of  the  village  and  sur- 
rounding country.  Being  a skilled  workman  and 
an  upright  and  reliable  business  man,  his  success 
is  well  merited.  A native  of  the  county,  Mr.  Deuel 
was  born  in  Friendsville,  July  28,  1866,  and  is  a son 
of  William  IT.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Zeh)  Deuel,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere. 

The  first  fourteen  years  of  his  life  Samuel 
S.  Deuel  spent  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
boys,  assisting  in  the  labor  of  the  farm  and  attending 
the  local  schools.  After  that  he  worked  for  neigh- 
boring farmers  until  he  attained  his  majority  and 


then  entered  the  blacksmith  shop  of  F.  W.  Strange, 
at  Birchardville,  where  he  spent  two  years  in  learn- 
ing the  trade.  During  the  following  six  months 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  Asa  Hickok  at  Rush,  and 
then  built  his  present  shop  at  that  place,  where  he 
has  since  successfully  carried  on  operations  as  a 
general  blacksmith  and  wagonmaker.  He  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a 
public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen. 

On  May  19,  1888,  at  Tracy  Creek,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Deuel  married  Miss  Ella  Snell,  who  has  been  a true 
helpmeet  to  her  husband,  and  has  successfully  con- 
ducted a dressmaking  and  millinery  establishment 
in  Rush  for  the  past  fourteen  years.  They  have  two 
children : Edith  M.  and  Floyd  S.  Mrs.  Deuel  was 
born  in  Wyalusing,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  a daugh- 
ter of  Sylvanius  and  Elizabeth  (Franklin)  Snell, 
the  former  a native  of  New  York  State,  the  latter 
of  Wyoming  county,  Penn.  The  father,  who  was  a 
sawyer  and  millwright  by  trade,  resided  in  Rush, 
Susquehanna  county,  for  eighteen  years,  and  there 
died  June  5,  1897,  aged  seventy-three  years.  The 
mother  passed  away  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  January  3, 
1892,  aged  fifty-five  years.  To  them  were  born  two 
children:  Orand,  a blacksmith  of  Fulton  county, 

N.  Y. ; and  Ella,  wife  of  our  subject.  The  father 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a Miss  Bald- 
win, by  whom  he  had  five  children : Libby,  Polly, 
John,  Lafayette  and  Charles. 

JOHN  P.  CARMER,  who  has  been  closely 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Bossardsville 
for  over  twenty  years,  is  prominent  among  the  en- 
ergetic, wide-awake  and  successful  business  men 
of  Monroe  county.  His  career  proves  that  true 
success  in  life  is  that  which  is  attained  by  personal 
effort  and  consecutive  industry,  and  it  also  proves 
that  the  road  to  success  is  open  to  all  young  men 
who  have  the  courage  to  tread  its  pathway.  The 
life  record  of  such  a man  should  prove  an  inspira- 
tion to  the  young  of  this  and  future  generations,  and 
teach  by  incontrovertible  facts  that  success  is  am- 
bition’s answer. 

Mr.  Carmer  was  born  in  Mauch  Chunk,  Car- 
bon Co.,  Penn.,  November  22,  1851,  a son  of  Au- 
gustus and  Mary  A.  (Palmer)  Carmer,  natives  of 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Monroe  county,  Penn., 
respectively.  . In  1853  the  father  came  to  Monroe 
county,  but  in  1861  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  made  his  home  for  five  years,  returning  to  Mon- 
roe county  in  1866.  By  occupation  he  was  a car- 
penter. He  died  in  Stroudsburg  in  1889,  aged 
sixty-five  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  Will- 
iamsport, Penn.,  December  24,  1895.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  six  children,  namely : Anna,  deceased  wife 
of  A.  J.  Stites ; James  F.,  a meat  merchant  of 
Stroudsburg,  who  married  Laura  Myers ; Edgar, 
who  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  two  years ; John  P., 
our  subject  ; Eugene,  who  married  Elizabeth  Dan- 
iels, and  is  now  agent  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and 
Lillie,  wife  of  J.  McClintic,  foreman  for  a refining 
company  at  Wellsboro,  Pennsylvania. 
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John  P.  Carmer  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof,  and  began  his  business  career  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  as  a clerk  in  a grocery  store  in 
Philadelphia,  where  he  was  employed  for  a year 
and  a half.  For  two  years  and  a half  he  worked 
at  the  cabinetmaker’s  trade,  but  was  obliged  to 
give  it ’up  on  account  of  ill  health.  During  the  fol- 
lowing eleven  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  butcher 
business  in  Stroudsburg.  Since  1877  he  has  been 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Bossardsville, 
at  first  carrying  on  only  a general  store,  but  he  has 
gradually  extended  his  operations,  and  is  now  inter- 
ested in  several  different  enterprises.  In  1883  he 
embarked  in  milling,  and  now  owns  and  operates 
two  gristmills,  having  purchased  the  second  in  1898. 
He  is  also  quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  lime,  having  eight  kilns  in  operation,  and 
all  of  his  business  interests  receive  his  personal  at- 
tention. He  is  systematic  and  methodical  in  business 
affairs,  and  gives  careful  attention  to  details,  with- 
out which  success  in  any  undertaking  is  never  an 
assured  fact.  In  1879  was  appointed  postmaster 
of  Bossardsville,  and  is  still  acceptably  filling  that 
office.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a Democrat,  and 
in  religious  faith  a Methodist. 

On  November  17,  1876,  at  Tannersville,  Penn., 
Mr.  Carmer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice 
Bossard,  and  to  them  have  been  born  twin  daugh- 
ters, Laura  May  and  Grace  L.,  at  home.  Mrs. 
Carmer  is  a native  of  Bossardsville,  and  a daughter 
of  Joseph  Bossard. 

SCHEMPFF  BREWING  COMPANY,  of 
Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  conducts  one  of  the  most 
important  industries  of  that  thriving  place,  and 
the  Schempff  brothers  rank  among  its  enterprising 
and  intelligent  young  business  men. 

They  are  the  sons  of  Leopold  and  Amelia  (Red- 
lich)  Schempff,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1826,  and  was  a brewer  by  occupation. 
In  i860  he  came  to  America,  and  for  several  years 
following  lived  in  New  York  City,  where  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  one  of  the  leading  brewing  com- 
panies during  the  Civil  war.  Later  he  removed  to 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  for  fifteen  years  he  was 
superintendent  of  Robinson’s  brewery.  He  died  in 
1888.  His  family  consisted  of  four  children,  of 
whom,  William  is  engaged  as  teacher  of  mathematics 
in  the  Scranton  high  school ; Theodore  is  at  school ; 
Leopold  and  Leo  are  the  partners  in  the  Schempff 
Brewing  Company.  In  religious  connection  the 
father  was  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  senior  partner  and  manager  of  the 
Schempff  Brewing  Company  was  born  November 
26,  1870,  in  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  that  city,  graduating  in  1885.  His  first 
position  was  that  of  clerk  in  a wholesale  commis- 
sion house  in  New  York  City,  and  after  acquiring 
the  necessary  experience  he  returned  to  Scranton 
and  established  himself  in  the  commission  business 
there,  continuing  it  until  he  embarked  in  the  brew- 
ing business.  He  came  to  Honesdale,  bought  the 
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brewery  which  he  has  since  carried  on  and  called 
it  Schempff ’s  Brewery ; as  above  stated,  his  brother 
Leo  has  a partnership  in  the  concern,  and  he  looks 
after  the  books  and  similar  work,  while  our  subject 
acts  as  manager.  The  brothers  have  adopted  and 
maintained  a high  standard  of  excellence  in  all  the 
details  of  their  work,  and  have  shown  a spirit  of  en- 
ergy and  progress  which  entitles  them  to  an  hon- 
orable position  among  the  rising  business  men  of 
Honesdale.  The-  output  of  their  plant  is  15,000 
barrels  per  annum.  Their  residence  here  has  been 
a comparatively  brief  one,  but  they  have  made  a fa- 
vorable impression  from  the  start  and  gained  the 
good-will  of  the  people  in  whose  midst  they  have 
settled.  They  are  equally  popular  in  a social  way, 
and  take  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
younger  circle.  Mr.  Schempff  is  a member  of  the 
Exchange  Club  of  Honesdale,  also  of  the  Lieder- 
krantz  Society,  and  in  fraternal  connection  he  is  an 
Elk,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Scranton. 

THOMAS  ALTEMOSE,  a well-known  auc- 
tioneer and  general  farmer  of  Gilbert,  Polk  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  is  a native  of  that  county,  born 
in  Ross  township,  May  9,  1829,  and  is  a representa- 
tive of  one  of  its  honored  pioneer  families. 

Nicholas  Altemose,  his  great-grandfather,  was 
at  one  time  a large  land  owner  in  Monroe  county, 
owning  all  of  the  lake  property  at  Saylorsburg,  in 
which  village  he  spent  his  last  days.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  Michael  and  Elizabeth 
Altemose,  were  natives  of  Monroe  county,  but  spent 
part  of  their  lives  in  Northampton  county,  though 
both  died  in  Saylorsburg  and  were  there  laid  to  rest. 
Their  children  were:  Jacob,  father  of  our  subject; 

Michael,  who  married  Overpeck;  Joseph, 

who  married  Flight;  Peter,  who  married 

Heda  Shuch ; and  Nicholas,  who  died  unmarried. 
Our  subject's  maternal  grandparents,  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Weiss)  Greenamoyer,  spent  their  entire 
lives  as  farming  people  in  Monroe  county.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Philip,  Jacob, 
George  (died  unmarried),  Julian,  Ann  (died  un- 
married), Elizabeth  (mother  of  our  subject),  and 
Katie  A.  (married  Sebastian  Frye). 

Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Greenamoyer)  Altemose, 
the  parents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Ross  and 
Chestnut  Hill  townships,  Monroe  county,  which  at 
the  time  of  their  births  formed  a part  of  Northamp- 
ton county.  The  father,  who  was  familiarly  known 
as  “Farmer  Jake,”  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  life,  and  in  his  younger  days  also  en- 
gaged in  lumbering.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  for  three  years  most  creditably  served  as  com- 
missioner of  Monroe  county,  while  both  he  and  bis 
wife  were  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  They  died  in  Monroe  county, 
and  were  buried  in  the  Brodheadsville  cemetery. 
The  children  of  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows : 
Linford,  deceased,  married  Susan  Weiss;  Elizabeth, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  George  B.  Weiss  ; Thomas 
is  4the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Catherine,  deceased, 
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was  the  wife  of  Henry  Kimpst;  Sarah  J.  is  the 
widow  of  Charles  Sencenbauch,  and  a resident  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; Ephraim ; Lydia  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Butz,  of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty; and  Adam,  a blacksmith  for  the  railroad  com- 
pany, married  Elizabeth  Shaffer  and  resides  in  Car- 
bon county,  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Altemose  remained  on  the  home  farm 
with  his  parents  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
five.  Five  years  before  he  began  -learning  the  car- 
penter’s trade  with  Peter  Gilbert,  for  whom  he 
worked  eight  years,  and  then  conducted  the  “Gilbert 
Hotel”  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
removed  to  Effort,  Polk  township,  where  he  was  also 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  for  a year,  and  then 
returned  to  Gilbert,  following  the  carpenter’s  trade 
there  for  eight  years.  Since  then  he  has  made  his 
home  upon  his  present  farm  at  Gilbert,  and  until 
1889  divided  his  time  between  carpentering  and 
farming.  At  present,  however,  his  attention  is  de- 
voted principally  to  agricultural  pursuits,  though 
as  an  auctioneer  he  cries  many  sales  in  this  section 
of  the  State.  Since  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
has  been  a consistent  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  since  attaining  his  majority  has  been 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  In  1889  he 
was  elected  commissioner  of  Pike  county,  and  ac- 
ceptably filled  that  office  for  three  years ; was  elected 
poormaster  of  Polk  township,  Monroe  county,  in 
1898;  and  has  served  as  jury  commissioner  of  the 
latter  county  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

On  June  24,  1855,  Mr.  Altemose  was  married 
to  Miss  Christiana  Shupp,  a native  of  Polk  town- 
ship, daughter  of  Frederick  and  Susan  (Dreisback) 
Shupp,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Monroe 
county.  Mrs.  Altemose  died  leaving  three  children : 
James,  deceased,  who  married  Anna  Kresge ; Ema- 
linda,  deceased,  who  married  Daniel  F.  Rickard; 
and  Ira  E.,  a painter  and  merchant  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.  Mr.  Altemose  was  again  married,  in  Polk 
township,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Sarah 
C.  (Shupp)  Kresge,  a native  of  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth 
(Dreisback)  Shupp.  Three  children  were  born  of 
the  second  marriage ; Amsa,  who  is  with  a Kansas 
City  smelting  company  at  El  Paso,  Texas;  Carrie, 
wife  of  Dr.  George  E.  Peck,  of  Pennsylvania ; and 
Luella,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 

FRANK  CRISSMAN,  proprietor  of  the 
“Crissman  House,”  at  Milford,  Pike  county,  has 
won  the  esteem  of  the  traveling  public  by  his  effi- 
cient management  of  that  well-known  hostelry.  A 
select  class  of  guests  from  the  larger  cities' make 
it  their  headquarters  during  the  summer  season, 
and  at  all  times  of  the  year  parties  of  wheelmen 
and  others  find  there  a pleasant  place  for  an  even- 
ing’s recreation.  Mr.  Crissman  never  seems  satis- 
fied unless  he  is  making  changes  which  will  add 
to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  his  patrons,  and 
among  his  most  recent  improvements  we  may  men- 


tion the  introduction  of  acetylene  gas  for  lighting 
the  premises.  The  house,  which  was  originally 
called  the  “Pike  County  House,”  was  erected  prob- 
ably in  1818-19  by  Timothy  Candee.  The  records 
show  that  Frances  A.  L.  Smith  and  Jonathan  Brink 
conveyed  the  lots  to  him  early  in  1818,  and  the 
consideration  named  would  indicate  that  there  were 
no  buildings  on  the  place.  In  1820  John  Westbrook, 
sheriff,  sold  the  property  to  John  Clark,  and  it  is 
described  as  having  on  it  a large  frame  house  and 
barn.  Mr.  Clark  probably  .finished  the  building 
and  began  keeping  a store  and  tavern  in  1825.  He 
continued  until  1832,  when  William  Dutcher  became 
proprietor,  and  on  the  latter’s  retirement,  in  1836, 
it  would  seem  that  A.  B.  Templeton  had  it  for  two 
years.  H.  S.  Mott,  a noted  politician  in  his  day, 
had  charge  in  1838  and  1839,  followed  by  Ira  Co- 
burn from  1840  to  1842.  George  Biddis  was  pro- 
prietor also  in  part  of  1842  and  1843,  succeeded 
by  Charles  F.  Mott,  in  1844  and  1845,  and  Jacob 
S.  Sandt  kept  it  until  1847.  Oscar  H.  Mott  had 
charge  in  1848  and  part  of  1849,  when  he  became  an 
Argonaut,  and  H.  S.  Mott  resumed  control  from 
1850  to  1853,  when  Cyrus  Crissman  became  the 
owner  by  purchase  from  O.  H.  Mott.  Mr.  Criss- 
man made  many  improvements,  building  a third 
story  in  1857,  and  after  his  death  in  i860  the  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  by  various  successors  until 
1876,  when  Frank  Crissman,  the  present  landlord, 
assumed  the  management. 

Naturally  the  house  many  years  ago  became 
Democratic  headquarters,  and  this  brought  it  a large 
local  patronage.  Few,  if  any,  important  political 
meetings  of  the  managers  of  the  party  in  this  county 
have  been  held  elsewhere,  and,  could  those  venerable 
walls  speak,  many  are  the  stories  they  could  relate, 
of  schemes  and  plots  and  counterplots  which  have 
been  hatched  beneath  its  roof  for  the  promotion 
of  the  ambition  of  office-seekers  of  that  stripe.  One 
of  the  rooms,  that  on  the  northeast  corner,  and  the 
one  in  which  Ed  Harold  Mott,  author  of  “Pike 
County  Folks,”  was  born,  still  has  in  it  the  original 
furniture,  and  the  old  clothes-presses  and  closets 
are  models  of  oldtime  finish  and  beauty.  Milford 
Lodge,  No.  82,  F.  & A.  M.,  when  Daniel  Burrell 
was  master  and  John  Leforge  secretary,  held  meet- 
ings in  the  room  just  over  the  present  office.  The 
reading  room  was  always  a favorite  place  for  the 
village  people,  and  here  “Uncle  Ira”  and  the  several 
characters  who  go  to  make  up  “Childe  Harold’s” 
wonderful  tales  nightly  assembled,  chewed  their 
tobacco,  smoked  their  pipes  and  spun  their  yarns. 
Frank  Crissman  has  spent  a moderate  fortune  in 
additions  and  in  efforts  to  make  the  house  in  all 
respects  up-to-date.  The  dining-room  is  a model, 
and  contains  a large,  open  fireplace  over  which  is 
inscribed : 

“As  ancient  is  this  hostelry 

As  any  in  the  land  may  be.” 

Mr.  Crissman  comes  of  good  old  Holland 
stock,  and  his  grandparents,  George  and  Sarah 
(Diamond)  Crissman,  came  to  America  earlv  in  the 
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present  century  to  settle  upon  a farm  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  where  the  grandfather  became  a 
prominent  and  highly  respected  citizen.  This  worthy 
couple  had  the  following  children : Clara,  Mrs. 

Ezra  Conkel ; Ira  (deceased),  who  never  married; 
Lucinda,  Mrs.  Oakley  Stoll;  Cyrus,  our  subject’s 
father ; and  Allen,  who  died  in  early  manhood. 

Cyrus  Crissman  was  born  December  26,  1816, 
in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  an-d  in  early  life  he  followed 
farming  there  for  some  time.  In  1844  he  came  to 
Pike  county,  and  for  six  years  he  conducted  the 
“Shohola  House”  at  Shohola,  previous  to  his  pur- 
chase of  the  “Crissman  House”  at  Milford.  He 
was  of  a mild  disposition,  but  he  was  a successful 
business  man,  and  was  also  prominent  in  local  pol- 
itics as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party.  His 
death  occurred  December  29,  i860,  his  remains 
being  interred  in  Milford  cemetery,  and  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Sarah  (Jones)  Crissman,  resides  in  Milford. 
They  had  seven  children : Frances  died  in  child- 

hood ; Armida,  widow  of  Henry  Bull,  now  resides 
with  her  mother ; Blanche  married  George  Mitch- 
ell, a merchant  in  Milford ; Josephine,  widow  of 
George  Bensell,  an  artist,  resides  with  her  mother ; 
Emily,  widow  of  Edwin  Baker,  resides  in  New 
York  City;  Frank  is  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch ; and  Edgar,  who  is  not  married,  is  a pro- 
fessor of  music  in  New  York  City. 

Our  subject’s  mother  was  born  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  where  her  ancestors  were  early  set- 
tlers. Her  paternal  grandparents,  Jonathan  and 

(Aarons)  Jones,  were  natives  of  Wales, 

whence  they  came  to  this  country,  their  last  years 
being  spent  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  upon  a farm. 
They  had  seven  children : Hannah,  Mrs.  Michael 

Fry;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Joseph  Ink;  Edith,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Taylor;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  William  Taylor; 
Rachel,  Mrs.  Yoder;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Samuel  Gu- 
lick ; and  Moses,  Mrs.  Crissman’s  father.  Moses 
Jones  was  a farmer  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  was 
a stanch  Democrat  in  political  faith.  He  died  in 
December,  1848,  aged  sixty-three  years,  and  his 
wife,  Margerie  Brocar,  who  was  a native  of  Read- 
ing, Penn.,  survived  him  about  five  years,  dying  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four ; she  was  a devout  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Jane,  who  died  in  infancy;  Cyrus,  who 

married  Rachel  Buss;  Sarah,  our  subject’s  mother; 
Caroline,  Mrs.  David  Morrow;  Abraham,  Aaron 
and  Jackson,  deceased,  none  of  whom  were  married; 
and  Emily,  who  married  Moses  C.  Westbrook,  a 
farmer  of  near  Blooming  Grove,  Pike  county.  The 
Brocar  family  originated  in  Holland,  and  Abraham 
and  Cecelia  (Westbrook)  Brocar,  natives  of  that 
country,  came  to  America  many  years  ago,  locating 
upon  a farm  near  Reading,  Penn.  They  reared  a 
family  of  five  children  : Jane,  Mrs.  Aaron  Decker; 
Mary,  Mrs.  John  Decker;  Judith,  Mrs.  Lewis  Lat- 
ten ; Margerie,  who  married  Moses  Jones ; and  Sal- 
lie,  Mrs.  Cooens. 

Frank  Crissman  was  born  December  26,  1854, 
at  his  present  home,  where  his  early  life  was  spent. 


When  seventeen  and  a half  years  old  he  started  out 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world  and,  going  to  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y.,  he  secured  a position  as  brakeman 
on  the  Erie  railroad,  which  he  held  more  than  three 
years.  At  the  urgent  request  of  his  mother  he  then 
returned  home  to  take  charge  of  the  hotel,  and  in 
1888  he  purchased  the  property.  Lie  has  always 
taken  keen  interest  in  local  affairs,  giving  his  in- 
fluence toward  the  improvement  of  the  roads  and 
other  worthy  movements,  and  he  is  prominent  in 
political  work  in  his  county,  being  one  of  the  lead- 
ing advisers  in  the  Democratic  organizations.  His 
allegiance  to  his  party  is  not  based  upon  a desire 
for  reward,  however,  and  he  has  invariably  declined 
to  become  a candidate  for  office.  Socially,  he  is  also 
prominent,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge,  F. 
& A.  M.,  at  Milford.  His  genial  manners  have 
brought  him  a host  of  friends,  and  among  his  other 
admirable  traits  of  character  a love  of  horses  and 
dogs  holds  a place,  his  judgment  as  to  their  fine 
points  being  remarkably  accurate. 

On  October  27,  1885,  Mr.  Crissman  was  mar- 
ried at  Milford  to  Miss  Frances  M.  Guliclc,  and  two 
children,  Millicent  and  Frank  B.,  have  blessed  the 
union.  Mrs.  Crissman  is  a native  of  Benicia  Island, 
Cal.,  and  the  only  child  of  John  C.  Gulick,  who  was 
a wholesale  grocer  in  New  York  in  early  manhood, 
but  went  to  California  in  1849  and  established  him- 
self in  business. 

JOSEPH  BOYD.  There  is  something  about 
the  active  work  in  developing  the  material  resources 
of  a community  which  develops  a strong  American 
character.  History  abounds  with  examples  of  men 
who  discover  an  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of 
their  energies  in  some  great  enterprise,  and  who 
grow  in  ability  as  they  rise  and  master  the  details 
and  obstacles  of  that  enterprise.  Joseph  Boyd,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  has  both  by  his  own  ener- 
gies and  by  the  legacy  of  a successful  life  from 
his  father  been  in  position  to  wield  a wide  influence 
in  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  he  is  yet 
a comparatively  young  man. 

John  Boyd,  his  great-grandfather,  was  an 
American  patriot  who  was  killed  while  serving 
in  the  American  navy  under  Commodore  Decatur, 
during  the  bombardment  of  Tripoli,  in  1804.  His 
son,  James  Boyd,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  in  1795, 
and  when  thus  orphaned  in  tender  boyhood  years 
was  “bound  out”  to  the  Duffield  family.  He  accom- 
panied this  family  to  Damascus  township,  Wayne 
county,  in  1808,  and  thus  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
boys  in  the  township.  Handicapped  as  he  was  in 
life,  he  labored  manfully  under  the  adverse  circum- 
stances of  a new  country.  Being  without  capital 
he  labored  for  others  in  clearing  up  the  wild  coun- 
try in  which  his  lot  was  cast.  Ambitious  to  succeed 
he  made  a trip  to  Michigan  with  the  hope  of  locat- 
ing there,  but  his  health  failed  him  and,  returning 
to  Damascus,  he  died  there  in  1842,  at  the  com- 
paratively early  age  of  forty-seven  years,  leaving 
a widow,  Nancy,  daughter  of  David  Canfield,  of 
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Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  a family  of  children. 

Thomas  Y.  Boyd,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  eldest  son  in  this  bereaved  family,  and  was  born 
January  19,  1823.  He  was  nineteen  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death,  and  upon  him  fell 
the  care  and  support  of  the  family.  He  had  the 
advantage  of  but  two  and  one-half  quarters  of  dis- 
trict school,  for  from  early  boyhood  he  had  worked 
out  by  the  day  at  lumbering  and  farming.  His 
father  had  taken  a lumbering  lease,  and  the  young 
man  succeeded  in  having  this  lease  revived — thus  he 
began  business  for  himself  before  he  attained  his 
majority.  He  was  patient,  frugal,  persevering,  en- 
ergetic and  alert  to  take  advantage  of  every  oppor- 
tunity. With  a combination  of  qualities  like  these, 
success  was  almost  predestined  for  him.  For  more 
than  forty  years  he  rafted  lumber  down  the  Dela- 
ware river  to  Philadelphia,  gaining  steadily  a wider 
business  acquaintance  and  connection.  In  partner- 
ship with  Joseph  Wood,  he  purchased  the  old  saw- 
mill of  Truman  Tymmerson,  and  there  erected  a 
large  steam  mill.  The  place  became  known  as 
Boyds  Mills,  and  the  owner  added  a gristmill,  a 
blacksmith  shop  and  a general  store,  all  of  which 
he  conducted  or  supervised.  Success  crowned  his 
efforts,  and  he  attained  in  Wayne  county  a landed 
possession  of  about  1,900  acres,  most  of  which  was 
timberland.  Thomas  Y.  Boyd  was  originally  a 
Douglas  Democrat,  but  later  became  a Republican. 
He  served  as  a member  of  the  county  committee, 
and  for  many  years  was  postmaster  at  Boyds  Mills. 
In  March,  1874,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
State  Legislature,  at  a special  election,  to  represent 
a newly  formed  district,  consisting  of  Wayne  and 
Pike  counties.  In  1875,  he  was  re-elected  to  repre- 
sent Wayne  county  alone. 

Thomas  Y.  Boyd  was  married  in  March,  1849, 
to  Elizabeth  Jane,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Ursula 
Mitchell,  of  Damascus  township,  and  formerly  of 
Litchfield  county,  Conn.  They  had  a family  of  twelve 
children,  five  of  whom  yet  survive,  as  follows : 
Joseph,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Elizabeth  D.,  wife  of 
C.  E.  Clark,  of  Boyds  Mills ; Rene  S.,  wife  of  P. 
Noble,  a farmer  near  Boyds  Mills;  Charles,  a black- 
smith at  Boyds  Mills;  and  Thomas  Y.,  at  home 
with  his  mother.  The  father  died  in  1889,  aged  six- 
ty-six years.  His  widow  now  resides  at  the  old 
home  at  Boyds  Mills  with  her  youngest  living  son. 

Joseph  Boyd,  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  now  the 
popular  treasurer  of  Wayne  county.  He  was  born  in 
Damascus  township,  April  23,  i860.  His  education 
was  received  in  part  in  the  public  schools,  in  part 
at  a graded  school  in  New  York  State.  Returning 
home,  he  engaged  in  the  active  work  of  sawmilling 
at  his  father’s  mill,  and  later  engaged  in  the  same 
business  for  himself.  This  he  prosecuted  with  en- 
ergy and  success  until  his  election  in  the  fall  of 
1895  on  the  Republican  ticket,  as  treasurer  of 
Wayne  county.  His  official  term  began  January  1, 
1896.  Mr.  Boyd  is  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M. 
and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  has  served  several 
terms  as  tax  collector  of  Damascus  township,  and 


is  one  of  the  active  social  and  political  forces  in 
Wayne  county.  He  possesses  the  elements  of 
strength  and  popularity  and  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  county.  Mr.  Boyd  was 
married  in  1883  to  Miss  Lydia  Wall,  who  was  born 
in  Damascus  township,  in  1863.  They  have  two 
children,  Laura  Y.  and  Rush,  both  living  at  home. 

HOMER  YOUNG,  a leading  representative  of 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Damascus  township, 
Wayne  county,  has  passed  his  entire  life  upon  his 
present  farm,  his  birth  having  occurred  there  June 
17,  1835.  The  Young  family  was  founded  in  the 
New  World  hy  David  Young,  a Scotchman,  who 
emigrated  here  before  the  Revolutionary  war.  His 
son,  Thomas  Young,  married  Miss  Abigail  Thomas, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  Thomas,  a native  of  Say- 
brook,  Conn.,  and  a grandson  of  Moses  Thomas, 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Minisink  on  the 
Delaware  river,  July  22,  1779. 

Aaron  Young,  son  of  Thomas  and  Abi- 
gail Young,  and  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  May  20,  1810,  and  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Wayne  county  grew  to  manhood 
amid  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  for  the  county 
at  that  time  was  but  sparsely  settled  and 
much  of  the  land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion. He  was  married  October  3,  1833,  to  Miss 
Drusilla  Drake,  who  was  born  in  Damascus  town- 
ship, April  5,  1817.  Her  father,  Jesse  Drake,  was 
also  born  in  that  township,  August  22,  1791,  and  was 
a son  of  Capt.  Jesse  Drake,  a native  of  Connecticut, 
who  at  an  early  day  removed  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  from  the  Wyoming  Valley  came 
to  Wayne  county  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this 
region.  Jesse  Drake,  Jr.,  married  Abigail  Tyler, 
a native  of  Damascus  township,  and  a daughter  of 
John  Tyler.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest 
of  the  four  children  born  to  Aaron  and  Drusilla 
(Drake)  Young,  and  the  only  one  now  living:  Vir- 
gil, born  February  3,  1838,  died  July  23,  1842;  Paul 
C.,  born  October  7,  1842,  died  December  29,  1842; 
and  George,  born  January  4,  1846,  died  May  29, 
1847.  In  politics  the  father  was  a strong  Repub- 
lican, being  one  of  the  first  to  espouse  the  cause 
of  that  party  in  this  section  of  the  State.  He  was  a 
public-spirited,  enterprising  man,  and  capably  served 
his  fellow  citizens  in  several  different  township 
offices.  A true  and  earnest  Christian  gentleman, 
he  was  a member  of  the  Damascus  Baptist  Church, 
and  died  in  that  faith  March  24,  1876.  Mrs.  Young, 
who  has  now  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
one  years,  is  a member  of  the  same  church,  and 
by  her  consistent  Christian  life  has  gained  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  who  know  her. 

Homer  Young  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day, 
and  under  his  father’s  able  direction  early  became 
a successful  and  skillful  agriculturist,  which  fact  is 
plainly  shown  by  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance 
of  the  old  home  farm,  which  he  owns  and  operates. 
He  was  married  June  3,  i860,  to  Miss  Eliza  Wilmot, 
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who  was  born  at  Windsor,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but 
was  reared  and  educated  at  Great  Bend,  Penn.  Her 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Clarissa  (Hartshaun) 
Wilmot,  the  former  a native  of  Litchfield,  Conn.  In 
their  family  were  eight  children,  namely : Harry, 

Abigail,  Woodruff,  Davis,  Adaline,  Lawrence,  Ma- 
rion and  Eliza.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Young  are  as  follows:  Grace,  formerly  a teacher, 

but  now  a trained  nurse  in  Willard  Park  Hospital, 
New  York  ; Watson,  a teacher  in  Damascus  ; Junius, 
at  home;  Nettie,  who  is  also  with  her  parents;  and 
W.  A.  and  Elsa,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
The  parents  are  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  in  the  social  circles  of  the  community  the  family 
occupy  an  enviable  position.  Politically,  Mr.  Young 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  cred- 
itably filled  a number  of  township  offices  of  honor 
and  trust.  As  a citizen  he  ever  stands  ready  to  dis- 
charge every  duty  devolving  upon  him,  and  is  justly 
deserving  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 

JAMES  B.  DOWLING,  the  well-known  fore- 
man of  the  Mt.  Pocono  Ice  Company,  of  Goulds- 
boro,  Wayne  county,  was  born  August  n,  1863, 
in  Tobyhanna,  Penn.,  and  is  a son  of  Richard  and 
Bridget  (McGrath)  Dowling,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Ireland.  Both  his  paternal 
grandparents,  Watts  and  Mary  Dowling,  and  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  Peter  and  Margaret  McGrath, 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ireland. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1857  and  first  located  in  Hawley,  Penn.,  and 
later  moved  to  Middle  Creek,  Wayne  county.  The 
father,  who  was  for  some  years  in  the  employ  of 
the  Lackawanna  railroad,  died  at  Lehigh  Summit, 
in  1863,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  In  the  following 
year  the  family  came  to  Gouldsboro,  where  the 
mother,  who  was  born  May  1,  1828,  still  makes  her 
home.  The  children  are  as  follows : Margaret, 

now  the  wife  of  Patrick  Hefler,  a laborer  of  Goulds- 
boro; Mary,  wife  of  N.  Blight,  of  Wayne  county; 
Patrick,  an  employe  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  railroad,  residing  in  Wayne  county; 
John,  also  a railroad  employe  at  Tobyhanna,  Mon- 
roe Co.,  Penn.;  and  James  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
James  B.  Dowling  remained  with  his  mother,  and 
then  took  charge  of  the  section  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  from  Gouldsboro 
to  Tobyhanna,  continuing  in  that  employ  until  he 
accepted  the  position  of  foreman  for  the  Mt.  Pocono 
Ice  Co.,  May  25,  1897.  He  faithfully  looks  after 
the  interests  of  the  company,  who  recognize  in  him 
a most  valuable  employe. 

In  Scranton,  Penn.,  August  27,  1885,  Mr. 
Dowling  was  married,  by  Father  McCandra,  to  Miss 
Cassie  Siglin,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (De 
Lacey)  Siglin,  both  natives  of  Lackawanna  county, 
the  latter  born  in  Scranton,  where  they  still  make 
their  home.  Mrs.  Dowling  was  born  August  21, 
1865,  and  is  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth  in  a family 


of  seven  children,  the  others  being  as  follows  : ( 1 ) 

John  and  (2)  Harry  are  both  residents  of  Scran- 
ton. (3)  Mary  is  the  wife  of  John  Kennedy,  of 
Brooklyn;  (5)  Ella  is  the  wife  of  M.  E.  Smith, 
of  Gouldsboro,  and  has  four  children — Bessie,  born 
February  9,  1884,  Grace,  born  February  22,  1886, 
Anna,  born  February  6,  1888,  and  Gertrude,  born 
December  2,  1892;  (6)  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  Mat- 
thew Brannan,  of  Scranton;  and  (7)  Emma  lives 
in  the  same  city.  Mrs.  Dowling’s  paternal  grand- 
father was  William  Siglin,  a native  of  Germany, 
and  her  maternal  grandfather  was  William  De 
Lacey,  a native  of  Ireland.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  a family  of  five  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows  : Grace,  August  16, 
1887;  Alice,  May  14,  1889;  Edgar,  September  14, 
1891  ; Anna,  September  4,  1893 ; and  Maurice,  June 
2L  i895;  . 

Politically,  Mr.  Dowling  is  a stanch  Repub- 
lican ; socially,  he  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  at  Tobyhanna  and  of 
the  Railroad  Mutual  Association  at  Scranton  ; while 
in  religious  faith  he  is  a Catholic.  For  the  past 
six  years  he  has  efficiently  served  as  school  director, 
and  in  both  public  and  private  life  he  has  been 
found  true  and  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in 
him. 

JOSIAH  FOSTER  TERWILLIGER,  who 
passed  to  the  unseen  life  February  11,  1898,  was  for 
many  years  an  honored  resident  of  Pike  county. 
He  had  not  quite  reached  the  allotted  term  of  “three- 
score years  and  ten,”  his  birth  having  occurred  De- 
cember 3,  1829.  His  life  was  so  active  and  his  inter- 
est in  current  events  so  wide  that  he  was  closely 
identified  with  the  progress  of  the  community  from 
an  early  day. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Montague,  in  a house 
which  now  adjoins  the  Reformed  church,  and  his 
parents,  Matthew  and  Phoebe  (Doolittle)  Terwilli- 
ger,  were  prominent  among  the  residents  of  that 
locality.  As  a mere  boy  he  went  to  Milford  to 
make  his  home  with  an  uncle,  “Arch”  Brink,  re- 
maining several  years.  During  this  time  he  took 
advantage  of  the  limited  educational  opportunities 
afforded  by  the  local  schools,  and  at  an  early  age 
he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he 
became  an  expert,  evidences  of  his  skill  being  found 
in  various  places  in  this  section  to  the  present  day. 
Before  he  attained  his  majority  he  went  to  Port 
Jervis  with  his  father,  and  helped  in  the  construc- 
tion of  many  buildings  there.  At  that  time — during 
the  forties — Port  Jervis  was  a wilderness  and  there 
were  only  six  houses  within  its  borders.  An  excel- 
lent chance  was  afforded  Mr.  Terwilliger  to  make 
a fortune,  for  he  was  offered  the  lands  now  occu- 
pied by  that  village  for  ten  dollars  an  acre,  but  he 
did  not  embrace  the  opportunity,  as  it  was  then 
deemed  impossible  for  a railroad  to  penetrate  the 
mountainous  region. 

Early  in  1850  Mr.  Terwilliger  removed  to 
Westfall  (now  Rowland),  and  he  did  much  for  the 
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development  and  upbuilding  of  that  hamlet.  After  a 
brief  residence  there  he  married  Roxy  Brink,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Moses  and  Ann  Brink,  who 
owned  several  thousand  acres  of  land  between  Lack- 
awaxen  and  Honesdale,  extending  from  the  turn- 
pike to  the  Delaware  river.  Two  children,  Emma 
and  Aimer,  were  born  to  them  at  Rowland.  In  ; 
1858  Mr.  Terwilliger  took  up  a government  claim 
near  Whitewater,  Walworth  Co.,  Wis.,  and  moved 
his  small  family  thither.  He  built  a log  house  on 
the  claim  and  improved  the  land ; but  life  in  the 
West  being  far  too  dormant  for  his  progressive 
nature,  he  in  about  a year  returned  to  Rowland.  Dur-; 
ing  his  residence  in  the  West  a daughter,  Ann,  came 
to  bless  the  home.  The  Indians,  although  peaceful,! 
roamed  over  the  lands,  and  many  of  the  Redskinst 
spent  days  in  camp  on  Mr.  Terwilliger’s  farm,  en-| 
joying  his  unselfish  hospitalities.  | 

On  returning  to  Rowland,  in  1859,  Mr.  Terwil-| 
liger  located  on  the  farm  which  had  been  his  resiT 
dence  prior  to  the  Western  trip.  Here  four  chil-f 
dren  were  born,  viz.:  Kate,  Hattie,  Frank  and 

Webster.  About  thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Terwilliger’s  j 
first  wife  died,  of  consumption,  and  one  year  later 
he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Maria  Buck,  of  Lacka- 
waxen,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Russell  and 
Sila.  In  1871  he  removed  to  Hawley,  where  he  re- 
sided for  three  years.  The  last  twelve  years  of  his 
life  he  spent  between  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y.,  and 
Lackawaxen,  on  a farm.  He  was  engaged  in  build- 
ing the  D.  & FI.  aqueduct  across  the  Delaware  at 
Lackawaxen,  about  eighteen  years  ago,  and  he  also 
built  many  dwellings  in  Lackawaxen  and  vicinity. 

“Si”  Terwilliger,  as  he  was  familiarly  known 
throughout  the  county,  was  an  active  figure  in  local 
politics  in  his  younger  days.  He  was  a stanch  and 
uncompromising  Democrat  in  his  political  principles, 
and  was  not  infrequently  honored  with  local  offices 
of  honor  and  trust.  At  different  times  he  held  every 
office  in  Lackawaxen  township,  and  at  one  par- 
ticular period  he  was  assessor,  supervisor,  overseer 
of  poor,  constable  and  collector.  He  made  an  excel- 
lent official,  being  zealous  at  all  times  for  the  good 
of  the  township,  ever  standing  for  that  which  was 
right  and  just,  and  fought  bitterly  all  measures 
which  in  his  judgment  were  harmful  to  the  public 
weal.  Mr.  Terwilliger  was  an  aspirant  on  two  oc- 
casions for  county  office.  He  ran  for  sheriff  against 
Chauncey  W.  Dimmick,  but  was  defeated  by  a few 
votes,  and  was  a candidate  for  county  treasurer, 
but  was  defeated  by  Charles  R.  Biddis.  He  was  a 
familiar  figure  about  the  courts  of  Pike  county  for 
many  years,  and  his  circle  of  friends  consequently 
extended  over  the  county,  he  being  well  known  in 
every  township.  He  was  constable  during  the  terms 
of  President  Judges  Barret  and  Dreher,  and  had 
charge  of  the  jury  that  convicted  the  engineer  for 
causing  the  Mast  Hope  disaster  a number  of  vears 
ago.  Personally,  Mr.  Terwilliger  was  a very  pleas- 
ant gentleman.  He  had  a great  fund  of  humor,  and 
his  society  was  eagerly  sought  for.  He  was  of  a 
social  nature,  although  very  quiet,  enjoyed  the  so- 


ciety of  friends  as  well  as  any  person  in  the  county, 
and  he  will  be  greatly  missed  by  his  host  of  friends. 
Of  his  children  four  are  living:  Aimer,  a resi- 

dent of  Milford;  Russell,  who  resides  in  Jersey 
City ; Webster,  a resident  of  Dunmore,  Penn. ; and 
Sila,  wife  of  Dr.  Longstreet,  of  Narrowsburg.  His 
half-brother,  George,  also  survives  him. 

Aimer  Terwilliger  has  been  employed  as  a 
watch-case  turner  in  the  Milford  watch  factory 
for  about  twenty-five  years.  He  is  much  respected 
in  the  community,  and  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  local  affairs,  his  interest  in  educational  matters 
being  shown  in  several  years  of  service  as  school 
director.  At  present  he  is  holding  office  as  con- 
stable and  member  of  the  board  of  health  in  Mil- 
ford. His  son,  Josiah  F.  Terwilliger,  now  twenty- 
one  years  old,  is  one  of  the  youngest  newspaper 
men  in  the  State,  and  gives  pronlise  of  a brilliant 
future.  He  is  now  foreman  and  assistant  editor  of 
the  Milford  Dispatch,  and  is  coming  to  the  front 
as  an  effective  worker  in  the  local  Democratic  or- 
ganization. His  fellow  citizens  have  recently  demon- 
strated their  confidence  in  his  abilities  by  electing 
him  to  the  office  of  borough  auditor. 

TAMES  F.  BREWER  is  entitled  to  an  honor- 
able place  among  the  best  citizens  of  Plamilton 
township,  Monroe  county,  both  as  a descendant  of 
one  of  her  early  pioneer  families,  and  as  one  of  her 
most  progressive  and  intelligent  agriculturists,  and 
he  is  a native  of  same,  born  July  25,  1836. 

Mr.  Brewer’s  grandfather,  James  Brewer,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  and  came  to  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  when  a young  man,  locating  first  in  Hamil- 
ton township,  where  he  remained  some  years.  He 
finally  purchased  and  settled  upon  a tract  in  Pop- 
lar Valley,  Stroud  township,  where  he  passed  the 
rest  of  his  busy  life,  and  he  became  one  of  the  pros- 
perous citizens  of  his  neighborhood,  owning  a large 
amount  of  real  estate.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812.  Mr.  Brewer  married  Miss  Margaret  Fel- 
ker,  who  was  a native  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  they  reared  a family  of  ten  children, 
namely:  George,  John,  Samuel,  James,  Christo- 

pher, Mary  (Mrs.  Jacob  Heller,  of  Stroud),  Annie 
(Mrs.  James  Dennis,  of  Stroud),  Sallie  A.  (Mrs. 
John  Stout,  of  Hamilton),  Hannah  (Mrs  Henry 
Edinger,  of  St-roud),  and  Rachel  (Mrs.  John  Dout, 
of  Philadelphia).  Of  these  four  are  still  living — 
John,  who  makes  his  home  in  Louisa  county,  Iowa 
(he  received  a good  education,  and  at  one  time 
taught  in  the  public  schools)  ; Samuel,  a resident  of 
Northampton  county,  Penn. ; Annie,  Mrs.  Dennis, 
now  over  ninety-three;  and  Rachel,  Mrs.  Dout. 
The  parents  both  died  on  the  farm  in  Stroud  town- 
ship. 

James  Brewer,  father  of  James  F.  Brewer,  was 
born  in  Hamilton  township,  and  passed  his  early 
life  there  and  in  Poplar  Valley,  Stroud  township. 
He  married  Miss  Eleanor  Staples,  daughter  of 
Francis  J.  and  Annie  Staples,  prominent  pioneers 
of  this  section,  and  granddaughter  of  John  Staples, 
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who  fought  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  sub- 
sequently served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  under 
Washington ; after  peace  was  declared  he  settled  at 
the  Delaware  Water  Gap,  in  Monroe  county,  Penn., 
where  he  died.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewer  were  born 
twelve  children,  of  whom  Annie,  born  in  Hamilton 
township  November  9,  1832,  became  the  wife  of 
Harrison  Sebring,  and  had  a family  of  sixteen  chil- 
dren ; they  resided  on  his  farm  in  Barrett,  where  Mr. 
Sebring  died,  and  his  widow  is  still  living.  Cather- 
ine J.,  born  in  January,  1834,  married  Reuda  Metz- 
gar,  and  they  removed  to  Iowa,  where  they  died, 
leaving  five  children — James,  Jerome,  John,  Ella  and 

. James  F.  is  third  in  the  order  of  birth.  John, 

born  in  October,  1838,  received  a good  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  followed  teaching  for  thirty- 
five  years  in  Monroe  and  Northampton  counties, 
meanwhile  studying  medicine,  which  he  has  now 
practiced  for  some  time ; he  married  Miss  Hester 
Albert,  of  Smithfield,  and  they  reside  in  Barrett 
with  their  family  of  five  children,  Howard,  James, 
Minerva,  Sarah  Ellen  and  Anna.  Samuel,  born  in 
October,  1840,  in  Stroud  township,  was  well  edu- 
cated, and  engaged  successfully  in  teaching  for  a 
number  of  years  in  the  public  schools  of  Monroe 
county ; he  married  Miss  Annie  Hiney,  of  Monroe 
county,  by  whom  he  has  had  five  children,  Allie, 
Clinton,  Gardner,  David,  and  one  who  died  in  child- 
hood ; they  reside  in  Hamilton  township,  where  Mr. 
Brewer  now  follows  general  farming.  George, 
born  in  1845,  died  when  a young  man.  Abram, 
born  January  9,  1848,  in  Elamilton,  married  Miss 
Effie  Kinney,  who  died  leaving  no  children,  and  for 
his  second  wife  he  married  Miss  Lizzie  Shaffer,  of 
Hamilton,  by  whom  he  has  eight  children — James, 
Rebecca,  Charles,  Minnie  and  Lizzie  being  men- 
tioned ; he  was  at  one  time  engaged  in  school  teach- 
ing, but  he  is  now  living  on  his  farm  in  Northamp- 
ton county,  where  he  follows  farming.  Isaac,  born 
March  18,  1850,  in  Hamilton,  is  now  a resident  of 
California ; he  married  Miss  Alice  Fulker,  of  Ham- 
ilton, and  they  have  two  children,  Milo  and  Jennie 
(Mrs.  John  Keegan),  of  Stroudsburg.  Sallie,  Ella 
and  Hannah  died  young. 

The  father  of  this  family  was  one  of  the  best- 
informed  and  most  useful  members  of  the  commun- 
ity in  which  he  resided,  and,  besides  taking  an  ac- 
tive part  in  the  public  advancement  and  welfare, 
he  was  a popular  man  personally,  enjoying  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  to  an  un- 
usual degree.  He  was  a skillful  veterinary  surgeon, 
noted  all  over  his  township  for  his  success  in  that 
calling,  and  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  ad- 
minister to  his  neighbors  in  sickness,  by  his  kindli- 
ness and  many  sterling  qualities  of  head  and  heart 
winning  scores  of  friends  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
home.  In  his  earlier  life  he  had  learned  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade,  which  he  followed  for  a number  of 
years.  Mr.  Brewer  first  purchased  a home  in  Pop- 
lar Valley,  which  he  sold,  intending  to  migrate  to 
Ohio,  but  for  some  reason  he  gave  up  that  plan  and 
settled  on  a place  in  Cherry  Valley,  owned  by  his 


son  James,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  in  1863.  Elis  faithful  wife,  who  had 
shared  with  him  all  the  hardships  of  his  early  strug- 
gles for  prosperity  and  the  comforts  gained  by  their 
united  efforts,  still  survives  him,  making  her  home 
with  her  son,  James.  She  was  born  June  8,  1811, 
and  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years  is  ac- 
tive and  vigorous  in  both  mind  and  body. 

During  his  boyhood  James  F.  Brewer  received 
the  advantages  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of 
Hamilton  township,  and,  being  a close  student  and 
naturally  fond  of  books,  he  was  early  fitted  to  take 
up  the  teacher’s  profession,  which  he  followed  suc- 
cessfully for  some  years.  When  a young  man  he 
learned  the  shoemaker’s  and  carpenter’s  trades,  at 
which  he  was  also  engaged,  and  for  a number  of 
years  he  worked  besides  at  sawmilling,  proving  him- 
self a mechanic  of  great  versatility  and  ingenuity, 
for  he  was  a good  workman  in  all  his  trades.  In 
November,  1861,  Mr.  Brewer  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Felenser,  of  Hamilton  township,  of  which 
her  parents,  John  P.  and  Hannah  Felenser,  were 
early  settlers ; they  had  a family  of  ten  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living — Sallie,  wife  of 
Nathan  Metzgar,  of  Iowa;  Simon,  who  is  married, 
and  lives  in  Iowa ; and  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Brewer. 
The  young  couple  lived  in  Cherry  V alley  for  about 
two  years  after  their  marriage,  and  in  1864  settled 
on  the  home  which  they  purchased  and  have  since 
occupied — the  Peter  Felenser  homestead,  lying  four 
miles  south  of  Stroudsburg,  which  is  one  of  the 
finest  properties  in  every  respect  in  the  locality. 
Mr.  Brewer  has  proven  himself  as  enterprising  and 
capable  an  agriculturist  as  he  was  a tradesman,  his 
farm,  buildings  and  dwelling  giving  evidence  of  the 
progressive  spirit  of  the  owner,  who  has  spared 
neither  time  nor  pains  to  make  his  land  as  attrac- 
tive as  it  is  profitable.  He  takes  a pride  in  keep- 
ing everything  in  perfect  order,  and  in  doing  his 
work  in  a systematic  manner,  employing  the  most 
modern  methods  whenever  practicable,  and  the 
results  have  been  more  than  satisfactory.  Among 
the  many  improvements  which  have  been  made  since 
he  took  possession  of  this  place  are  a large  bank 
barn.  40x60  feet  in  dimensions,  and  a commodious 
two-story  brick  residence,  equipped  with  all  modern 
conveniences,  running  water,  bathroom,  etc.  Mr. 
Brewer’s  farm  comprises  ninety  acres  of  land,  highly 
cultivated,  and  for  use  in  threshing,  sawing  wood, 
chopping  grain  and  various  other  kinds  of  labor 
he  has  a stationary  steam  engine. 

By  reason  of  his  enterprise  and  success  Mr. 
Brewer  deserves  to  be  called  one  of  the  most  thor- 
ough agriculturists  in  his  township,  and  he  is  re- 
garded as  such  by  all  his  neighbors,  who  respect 
him  as  a citizen  of  whom  any  community  might 
be  proud.  Fie  has  taken  an  active  and  influential 
interest  in  the  public  welfare  of  his  town,  having 
done  much  toward  the  promotion  of  her  industries, 
and  always  aided  every  project  for  the  general  ad- 
vancement, and  his  fellow  townsmen  have  shown 
their  appreciation  of  his  work,  and  their  confidence 
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in  his  ability  and  trustworthiness,  by  electing  him 
to  various  offices  of  trust,  in  which  he  has  served 
with  the  fidelity  and  energy  which  characterizes  all 
his  undertakings.  Politically,  Mr.  Brewer  is  a 
stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party,  in  which 
he  is  one  of  the  active  local  workers,  and  he  has 
held  the  office  of  tax  collector  in  Hamilton  township 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. As  a business  man  he  has  an  honorable 
record  for  straight-forward  dealing  and  sterling 
integrity,  and  his  standing  in  Hamilton  township 
is  an  enviable  one.  In  addition  to  his  farm  Mr. 
Brewer  owns  a fine  property  in  South  Strouds- 
burg. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewer  have  been  born  four 
children — Ellen,  in  December,  1863;  Ida,  in  April, 
1867  ; Frank  J.,  in  November,  1868  ; and  Horace  G., 
in  July,  1872.  All  were  given  the  advantages  for 
education  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of  their 
native  township,  and  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home 
farm.  Ellen  married  Joseph  Hill,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship, and  they  now  reside  at  Delaware  Water  Gap, 
where  Mr.  Hill  owns  a wagon  supply  manufactory ; 
they  have  two  daughters,  Grace  and  Ada.  Ida  is  the 
wife  of  Stewart  Brittenbender,  a merchant  tailor  of 
Stormville,  Monroe  county;  they  have  one  son,  Roy. 
Frank  J.  married  Miss  Ella  George,  of  Jackson, 
Monroe  county,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Blanche;  they  reside  on  the  old  Kemery  homestead, 
which  he  bought  after  his  marriage.  Horace  G. 
married  Miss  Minnie  Lash,  of  Hamilton,  and  resides 
on  his  farm,  which  adjoins  the  old  Brewer  home- 
stead ; they  have  two  daughters,  Hazel  and  Carrie. 
Religiously,  Mr.  Brewer  is  identified  with  the  new 
Church. 

I 

JOHN  NEAL,  a leading  farmer  and  highly 
respected  citizen  of  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county, 
was  born  July  25,  1839,  ’n  Cornwall,  England,  a son 
of  John  and  Mary  (Cowling)  Neal,  prominent  Eng- 
lish people,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Cornwall. 
In  their  family  were  seven  children,  of  whom  Rich- 
ard, the  eldest,  and  John  settled  in  this  country. 
The  other  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject — 
Annie,  Jane,  William,  Emma  and  Charles — all  re- 
mained in  England. 

Richard  Neal  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
land,  and  in  1853  came  to  America  and  made  pur- 
chase of  real  estate  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.  He 
returned  to  England,  but  in  May  of  the  following 
year  again  came  to  the  United  States,  bringing  with 
him  our  subject.  He  married  Betsy  Ham,  of 
Wayne  county,  and  located  upon  his  farm  in  Ber- 
lin township,  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
which  he  devoted  his  time  and  attention  until  his 
death,  in  1875.  His  wife  passed  away  soon  after- 
ward. They  had  two  daughters : Rosie,  now  Mrs. 
William  H.  Marshall,  of  Berlin ; and  Mary  J.,  wife 
of  John  Marshall,  of  Wayne  county. 

After  his  arrival  in  Wayne  county,  John  Neal 
worked  on  a farm  for  William  Stevens,  of  Bethany, 
for  some  time.  In  1858  he  married  Miss  Mary  E. 


Wells,  of  Berlin,  a daughter  of  George  and  Hannah 
Wells.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  large  land  owners 
and  extensive  lumbermen  of  Berlin  township,  and 
was  always  very  prominent  in  Church  work  and  all 
local  affairs  in  Wayne  county.  He  contributed 
liberally  of  his  means  to  the  support  of  Church  and 
Sabbath-school,  and  was  a class-leader  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  He  was  a man  to  whom 
the  most  envious  could  scarcely  grudge  success, 
so  well  had  he  earned  it,  so  admirably  did  he  use 
it,  and  so  entirely  did  he  lack  pride  of  purse.  His 
children  were  Edward,  Andrew,  Frank,  Stephen, 
George,  Charles,  Mary  E.,  Susan,  John,  Philip,  and 
James,  all  of  whom  reached  maturity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neal  have  become  the  parents 
of  four  children  : ( 1 ) George,  born  in  Berlin,  in 

i860,  married  Hattie  Ferris,  of  Hine’s  Corners, 
Wayne  county,  and  they  reside  in  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  follows  the  trade  of  a bricklayer.  They 
have  four  children,  Edna  R.,  Althea,  William  J.  and 
Georgia.  (2)  John,  born  in  Berlin  in  1861,  mar- 
ried Nettie  Fielding,  of  South  Canaan,  Wayne 
county,  and  they  make  their  home  in  Carbondale, 
Penn.  Their  children  are  Charles  E.,  Leonard  and 
Lewis.  (3)  Elsworth,  born  at  the  present  home  of 
our  subject  in  1864,  is  now  a successful  business  man 
of  New  York  City.  (4)  Mamie  I.,  born  in  Berlin 
in  October,  1873,  began  her  education  in  the  public 
schools  near  her  childhood  home,  and  later  gradu- 
ated from  the  Wilkesbarre  high  school.  On  June  14, 
1893,  she  married  William  Ives,  of  Lackawanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  they  live  at  Moosic,  though 
they  own  a home  in  the  village  of  Beach  Lake, 
Wayne  county.  They  have  two  sons,  G.  R.  Elwood 
and  William  McKinley,  the  latter  born  on  the  day 
McKinley  was  elected  President  of  the  United 
States. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Neal  bought  property 
in  the  village  of  Beach  Lake,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  five  years,  in  the  spring  of  1861  selling  his 
residence  there  and  purchasing  the  George  Wells 
homestead,  of  150  acres,  near  that  village.  He  has 
cleared  and  improved  the  farm,  erected  good  and 
substantial  buildings  thereon,  and  now  has  one  of 
the  best  and  most  highly  cultivated  places  in  the 
locality.  In  April,  1865,  on  the  day  Lee  surren- 
dered, he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  be- 
coming a member  of  Company  E,  73d  N.  Y.  V.  I., 
which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  was  soon  afterward  taken  sick  at  Arlington 
Heights  and  was  removed  to  the  hospital,  being  dis- 
charged July  8,  1865,  when  he  had  sufficiently  re- 
covered. His  first  vote  was  cast  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  i860,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  a stal- 
wart Republican.  He  has  held  the  office  of  school 
director  several  terms  and  treasurer  of  the  school 
board  for  five  years,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  local  political  affairs. 

Religiously,  Mrs.  Neal  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Beach  Lake.  She 
has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  Church  and 
evangelistic  work,  and  is  an  influential  member  of 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1625 


the  Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union,  hav- 
ing served  as  county  superintendent  on  Sabbath 
desecration.  She  is  a lady  of  culture  and  refinement, 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  many  moral 
reforms  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  too  much 
cannot  be  said  in  her  praise.  Her  lovely  social 
Christian  character  is  worthy  of  emulation,  and 
those  who  have  been  associated  with  her  cannot  but 
feel  the  true  Christian  spirit  in  which  she  lives.  The 
cause  of  temperance  has  no  more  earnest  advocate 
or  stanch  supporter. 

JAMES  B.  NAUMAN.  In  our  rural  com- 
munities is  found  a high  type  of  citizenship,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent  resident  of  Para- 
dise township,  Monroe  county,  is  a man  whose  sterl- 
ing qualities  of  character  command  respect  and  con- 
fidence. He  is  a first-class  mechanic,  being  the 
leading  blacksmith  and  wheelwright  of  his  locality, 
and  by  his  reliable  and  upright  methods  of  business 
he  dignifies  his  calling. 

Mr.  Nauman  was  born  in  October,  1856,  in 
Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  where  his  family 
has  been  prominent  from  pioneer  times.  His  grand- 
parents, Michael  and  Katie  Nauman,  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Paradise  township,  having  made 
their  home  there  in  the  wilderness.  This  worthy 
couple  had  six  sons,  namely  : George  W.  is  our  sub- 
ject’s father;  John  married  and  settled  in  Michi- 
gan; Daniel  married,  and  went  to  Nebraska;  Isaiah 
married,  and  removed  to  Wisconsin;  Frederick,  a 
resident  of  Williamsport,  Penn.,  married  a daughter 
of  Charles  Transue  and  has  one  daughter;  and 
Reuben. 

George  W.  Nauman,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
in  his  youth  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  some  years,  but  at  present  he  makes 
use  of  his  skill  only  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  In 
early  manhood  he  devoted  much  attention  to  lum- 
bering, and  he  also  cleared  and  improved  his  home- 
stead in  Paradise  township,  where  he  now  resides 
at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy  years.  He  married 
Miss  Wilhelmina  Konner,  daughter  of  George  J. 
Konner,  a native  of  Germany,  who  settled  in  Mon- 
roe county  many  years  ago.  Eleven  children  blessed 
the  union  of  George  W.  and  Wilhelmina  Nauman, 
all  of  whom  were  born  at  the  present  homestead : 
(1)  Elizabeth  married  Joseph  Williams,  of  Para- 
dise township,  Monroe  county,  and  has  had  six 
children — Horace,  Amsey,  Clinton,  William,  Mary 
and  Sadie.  (2)  Theodore  resides  in  Scranton,  and 
is  employed  as  a conductor  on  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna  & Western  R.  R.  He  married  Miss  Tillie 
Wintermark,  of  Wilkesbarre,  and  has  two  children 
— Jessie  and  Walter.  (3)  William  H.  died  in  Para- 
dise township.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  a conductor 
on  the  Buffalo  & Elmira  R.  R.,  and  held  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  his  employers  in  a marked 
degree.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  and  was  loved  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  married  Miss  Carrie  Tranty,  of 


Paradise  township,  and  had  one  daughter,  Ethel. 
(4)  James  B.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
farther  on.  (5)  Lydia  A.  is  now  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Metcheer,  of  Paradise  township,  who  is  em- 
ployed in  railroad  work.  They  have  two  children — 
Betha,  and  one  whose  name  is  not  given.  (6)  Sam- 
uel is  single,  resides  with  his  parents  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  by  occupation  is  a blacksmith.  (7) 
Charles  A.  married  Miss  Sadie  Warded,  of  Dales- 
ville,  Penn.,  and  resides  in  Paradise  township,  fol- 
lowing the  machinist’s  trade,  which  he  learned  with 
our  subject.  He  has  four  daughters — Vida,  Lillie 
M.,  Emma,  and  one  whose  name  is  not  given.  (8) 
Josiah  married  Miss  Dorcas  Lyons,  of  Scranton, 
where  they  reside,  he  being  employed  as  a book- 
keeper in  a coal  office  in  that  city ; he  has  two  chil- 
dren. (9)  Miss  Edna  married  Iodie  Williams, 
of  Wayne  county,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  lum- 
bering and  farming.  ( 10)  Arminda  married  Allen 
Nauman,  of  Mount  Pocono,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Flossie.  (11)  Ira  D.  is  single  and  resides  in  Mon- 
roe county. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old  home- 
stead and  received  the  benefits  of  a public-school 
education.  As  a young  man  he  was  apprenticed  to 
Benjamin  Hanna  to  learn  the  trade  of  wheelwright 
and  blacksmith,  which  he  has  followed  for  the 
last  twenty-two  years.  In  1880,  he  married  Miss 
Lizzie  Hanna,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Catherine 
Hanna  and  a member  of  one  of  the  old  prominent 
families  in  Monroe  county.  After  his  marriage  our 
subject  purchased  real  estate  in  Paradise  Valley, 
where  he  erected  a fine  two-story  house,  good  barn 
and  made  other  improvements,  making  his  farm 
one  of  the  best  in  the  Valley.  In  1883  he  purchased 
real  estate  in  the  village  of  Paradise,  erected  a shop, 
which  he  has  fitted  up  with  machinery  running 
by  water  and  steam  power.  This  he  used  in  his  work 
as  a blacksmith  and  wheelwright,  and  he  also  has 
a large  press  for  the  manufacture  of  cider.  Polit- 
ically, he  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  at  present  he  holds  the  office  of 
school  director.  He  is  a member  of  the  order  of 
A.  P.  A.,  of  Mt.  Pocono,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
active  workers  in  the  Evangelical  Church  of  Para- 
dise township.  He  was  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath-school  for  a term  of  eight  years  and  trustee 
of  the  Church  for  three  years,  being  ready  at  all 
times  to  give  of  his  time  and  means  to  the  cause 
of  religion.  He  has  four  children,  namely:  Alvin- 

died  in  childhood;  Lawrence  W.,  born  August  8, 
1890;  Verne,  born  in  December,  1892;  and  James 
E.,  born  in  August,  1898. 

JOPIN  S.  BARTRON,  who  was  for  some 
years  an  enterprising  and  successful  farmer  and 
lumberman  of  Wayne  county,  is  now  retired  from 
the  active  labors  of  life,  and  occupies  a comfortable 
home  in  the  town  of  Prompton.  He  is  a native  of 
the  county,  born  in  Purdytown,  November  30,  1831, 
and  is  of  English  and  French  extraction.  His  par- 
ents, David  and  Phoebe  J.  (Ayres)  Bartron,  were 
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both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  born  near 
Philadelphia,  in  1802,  the  latter  in  Wayne  county, 
in  1807.  The  father,  who  was  a sawyer  by  trade, 
was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Wayne  county,  where 
he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  1850,  when 
he  emigrated  to  Goodhue  county,  Minn.,  dying 
there  in  1889.  His  last  years  were  spent  in  farm- 
ing, and  his  ballot  was  always  cast  with  the  Democ- 
racy. His  widow,  a faithful  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  is  still  living  in  Minnesota. 

Of  their  children,  Mary  A.,  the  eldest,  is  now 
the  widow  of  a Mr.  Longcarr,  and  lives  in  Bay  City, 
Wis. ; Jesse  died  in  Pike  county,  Penn. ; Elizabeth 
is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Turner,  a retired  farmer  of 
Red  Wing,  Minn. ; John  S.  is  next  in  the  order  of 
birth ; William  is  a farmer  and  sawyer  of  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county;  Reynolds  is  a farmer  of 
Minnesota;  Rebecca  died  unmarried;  James  died 
in  Minnesota ; George  is  a speculator  of  Lake  City, 
Minn. ; and  Jennette  is  the  deceased  wife  of  William 
Riddle,  of  Red  Wing,  Minn. 

Until  nineteen  years  of  age  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  remained  with  his  parents,  assisting  his  father 
in  the  sawmill,  and  after  leaving  home  he  continued 
to  operate  sawmills  and  work  for  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  railroad  until  coming  to  Prompton  in  1867. 
After  conducting  a sawmill  here,  for  ten  years  he 
purchased  his  present  farm,  which  he  successfully 
cultivated  for  some  years,  but  he  has  now  laid  aside 
the  arduous  duties  of  business  life,  and  is  enjoying 
a well-earned  rest.  At  one  time  he  drove  a stage 
between  Bellefonte  and  Philipsburg,  Penn.,  helped 
to  build  the  Illinois  Central  railroad,  and  after  its 
completion  served  as  fireman  for  one  year,  running 
between  La  Salle  and  Mendota.  On  leaving  that 
company  he  was  told  that  if  he  would  return  within 
a year  he  would  be  given  a position  as  engineer. 
His  favorite  sport  is  hunting,  and  his  trusty  rifle 
has  brought  down  many  a deer  and  bear. 

In  Cherry  Valley,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Bar- 
tron  was  married,  July  9,  1856,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Fenner,  Squire  Benjamin  Bush  performing  the  cere- 
mony. To  them  were  born  four  children,  namely: 
Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Sears,  a mer- 
chant of  Scranton,  Penn. ; David,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Kertz,  and  is  now  a conductor  on  the  D., 
L.  & W.  R.  R.,  residing  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
Phoebe,  who  is  with  her  parents;  and  Carrie,  de- 
ceased. 

Mrs.  Bartron  was  born  in  Smithfield  township, 
Monroe  county,  July  9,  1836,  a daughter  of  David 
and  Jemima  (Bartron)  Fenner,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  that  county,  where  the  father  engaged 
in  farming  and  also  in  rafting  on  the  river.  Polit- 
ically he  was  a pronounced  Democrat.  He  died  in 
May,  1885,  aged  seventy-six  years,  his  wife  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1891,  aged  eighty-four  years,  and  they  were 
buried  at  Water  Gap,  Monroe  county.  Their  chil- 
dren were : Eleanora,  now  the  wife  of  J.  Wallace, 
, who  is  engaged  in  raising  fine  poultry  at  Water 
Gap ; John,  a retired  farmer  of  Stroudsburg,  Mon- 
roe county;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  our  subject;  Samuel, 


a retired  railroad  man  at  Water  Gap ; Mary  A.,  wife 
of  Jeremiah  Hagerman,  who  was  for  some  time 
engaged  in  the  wheelwright’s  trade  in  Stroudsburg ; 
Caroline,  a resident  of  Water  Gap;  James,  a retired 
hotelman  and  engineer  of  Stroudsburg ; and  George, 
who  died  in  Monroe  county.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  Mrs.  Barton  were  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Labar)  Fenner,  who  died  at  Water  Gap  in  old  age ; 
and  the  maternal  grandparents  were  James  and 
Sarah  (Pugh)  Bartron,  who  also  died  in  Monroe 
county.  They  were  not  related  to  our  subject. 

At  the  polls  Mr.  Bartron  endeavors  to  support 
the  best  man  for  the  office  regardless  of  party  affilia- 
tions, and  he  has  acceptably  served  his  fellow  citi- 
zens in  the  capacity  of  councilman,  school  director 
and  collector.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  drafted, 
but  on  going  to  Philadelphia  he  sent  a substitute. 
He  and  his  wife  have  many  warm  friends  through- 
out Wayne  county,  and  are  held  in  high  regard  by 
all  who  know  them. 

GILBERT  S.  JOHNSON,  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  as  well  as  one  of  its 
liberal-minded  and  public-spirited  citizens,  has 
achieved  an  enviable  reputation  in  his  chosen  call- 
ing. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a native  of  the  county,  born 
December  7,  1839,  in  Rush  township,  son  of  Thomas 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  1796,  in  Rhode  Island. 
The  grandfather,  Allen  Johnson,  was  a native  of 
the  same  State  and  was  of  English  descent.  During 
his  minority  Thomas  Johnson  remained  in  Rhode 
Island,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  and  settled  at  the  forks  of  the 
creek  below  Granville,  Penn.,  where  as  foreman 
he  had  charge  of  the  business  of  Jabez  Hyde,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  that  place.  In  Dimock  town- 
ship he  married  Eliza  Bolles,  who  proved  a faithful 
wife  and  helpmeet.  She  was  born,  in  1806,  in  Con- 
necticut, a daughter  of  John  and  Betsy  (Avary) 
Bolles,  also  natives  of  the  Nutmeg  State.  In  1845 
Mr.  Johnson  purchased  the  John  Smith  farm  lo- 
cated two  miles  from  Montrose,  and  there  at  this 
writing  his  widow  resides  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two  years,  being  one  of  the  oldest  ladies  of 
the  county.  She  is  still  quite  healthy,  both  in  body 
and  mind.  The  father  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  He  ranked  among  the  most  hon- 
ored members  of  the  Democratic  party  in  his  com- 
munity, and  served  as  sheriff  of  the  county  with 
credit  Jo  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
general  public.  Socially  he  was  a member  of  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  religiously 
was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  There  were 
three  children  in  the  family : Betsy,  wife  of  A.  J. 

Brewster,  of  Montrose ; Allen  B.,  who  taught  school 
before  the  Civil  war  at  Rollo,  Mo.,  and  entered  the 
service  of  his  country  as  lieutenant  of  a company 
of  the  39th  111.  V.  I.,  and  died  of  yellow  fever  in 
North  Carolina;  and  Gilbert  S.,  our  subject. 

Gilbert  S.  Johnson  was  only  six  years  old  when 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1627 


his  parents  removed  to  the  farm  in  Bridgewater 
township  where  he  now  resides,  and  as  soon  as  large 
enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  he  began  to  aid  in 
its  operation,  and  here  almost  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the  schools 
of  the  neighborhood.  In  1880  he  left  home  and 
went  to  Waterbury,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  in  a 
brass  foundry  three  years,  and  in  1884  located  in 
Bainbridge,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  sleds  and  toys,  sub- 
sequently following  the  same  business  in  Oxford, 
that  State.  He  then  returned  to  the  old  home  farm 
which  he  now  owns,  and  has  met  with  excellent 
success  in  its  operation.  It  consists  of  130  acres 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved 
with  good  and  substantial  buildings. 

On  October  8,  1865,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Stone,  a daughter  of 
Truman  and  Rachel  Stone.  She  died  March  23, 
1873,  leaving  one  son,  Homer  B.,  who  was  born 
March  30,  1867,  and  was  married  September  20, 
1888,  to  Miss  Grace,  daughter  of  Oscar  and  Eliza 
Bunnell.  On  March  30,  1875,  our  subject  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Clara  M.  Page, 
a daughter  of  Elihu  and  Eunice  Page.  She,  too, 
has  been  called  to  her  final  rest,  dying  in  March, 
1896. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a man  of  fine  physique,  in  man- 
ner is  pleasant  and  genial,  so  that  he  is  popular 
in  social  as  well  as  business  circles,  and  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  no  man  in  the  community  has  more  friends 
than  he.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  he  has  most  creditably  and  satisfactorily  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace. 

CHARLES  JACOB  WEAVER,  the  well- 
known  restaurant  man  of  Honesdale,  Wayne  county, 
is  a native  of  the  place,  born  September  28,  1861. 
He  is  a son  of  William  and  Mary  (Dag)  Weaver,  the 
former  of  whom  was  in  his  lifetime  one  of  the 
well-known  citizens  and  a leading  contractor  of 
Honesdale. 

Mr.  Weaver  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
birthplace,  and  received  a good  practical  training 
which  well  fitted  him  to  take  up  the  battle  of  life 
on  his  own  account.  When  a youth  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  cigarmaker’s  trade  in  Hones- 
dale, finishing  in  Philadelphia,  after  which  he  re- 
turned home  and  opened  a cigar  factory  of  his  own. 
After  a time  he  took  a partner  in  the  business,  to 
whom  he  finally  sold  out,  and  removing  to  Nar- 
rowsburg,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  bought  a hotel, 
which  he  conducted  successfully  for  a period  of 
eight  years.  Mr.  Weaver’s  genial  disposition  and 
courteous  attention  to  his  guests,  combined  with  a 
genuine  regard  for  their  comfort,  made  him  a gen- 
eral favorite  with  the  traveling  public,  and  he  was 
no  less  popular  among  his  fellow  citizens  in  Nar- 
rowsburg,  who  showed  their  good  will  toward  him 
in  many  ways.  He  was  honored  with  election  to 
more  than  one  important  municipal  office,  serving 
as  member  of  the  city  council,  as  town  clerk  several 


years,  and  for  one  year  was ' sole  trustee  of  the 
graded  school.  About  six  years  ago  he  returned 
to  Honesdale  and  embarked  in  the  restaurant  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  since  carried  on,  and  here,  as  in 
the  hotel  business,  his  good  nature  and  obliging 
ways  have  had  much  to  do  with  his  prosperity. 
His  place  is  a popular  resort  for  many  of  Hones- 
dale’s  best  citizens,  who  feel  the  influence  of  the 
good  cheer  and  sociability  always  manifested  by 
the  proprietor,  and  he  has  made  many  friends  among 
his  patrons.  Mr.  Weaver’s  parents  trained  their 
children  to  habits  of  industry  and  economy,  and 
their  example  was  not  lost  on  our  subject,  who  is 
classed  among  the  reliable,  substantial  men  of  the 
community  as  a result  of  his  adherence  to  their 
teachings.  Lie  has  the  hearty  good  wishes  of  all  who 
know  him,  and  has  borne  an  excellent  reputation 
wherever  his  lot  has  been  cast. 

On  June  3,  1882,  Mr.  Weaver  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Uch,  who  was  born  October  31,  1861, 
in  Narrowsburg,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them : Millie,  Otto  and 

Walter.  Our  subject  is  a Democrat  in  his  political 
faith,  and  is  a loyal  member  of  his  party.  He  is 
at  present  serving  as  first  assistant-chief  of  the 
Fire  Department  in  Honesdale. 

GEORGE  WEGST.  No  foreign  element  has 
become  a more  important  part  in  American  citizen- 
ship than  that  furnished  by  Germany.  The  emi- 
grants from  that  land  have  brought  with  them  to 
the  New  World  the  stability,  enterprise  and  perse- 
verance characteristic  of  their  people,  and  have 
fused  these  qualities  with  the  progressiveness  and 
indomitable  spirit  of  the  West.  Mr.  Wegst  is  a 
representative  of  this  class.  Lie  came  to  America 
poor,  hoping  to  benefit  his  financial  condition,  and 
his  dreams  have  been  more  than  realized,  for  he 
is  now  a prosperous  farmer  of  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Wegst  is  a native  of  Laichingen,  Germany, 
and  a son  of  Paul  and  Annie  Wegst,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  country.  He  had  three 
brothers  and  one  sister,  who  remained  in  Germany, 
and  two  are  still  living — Jonathan  and  Annie  C. 
(wife  of  Jacob  Anderle,  of  Wittenberg,  Germany). 

In  1872  our  subject  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  in  the 
tannery  of  Llorace  Drake,  at  Beach  Lake,  for  three 
years.  In  February,  1875,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Christina  Herr,  of  Beach  Lake,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Catharine  (Smith)  Herr,  also 
natives  of  the  Fatherland,  who  in  1853  emigrated 
to  this  country,  first  locating  in  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.  There  Mr.  Herr  worked  in  the  coal  mines 
for  some  years,  but  he  finally  purchased  (of  Mr. 
Drake)  fifty  a’cres  of  land  in  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county,  one-half  mile  south  of  Beach  Lake, 
on  which  he  erected  a good  home  for  his  family. 
There  he  died  in  1887,  leaving  a wife  and  one 
daughter,  the  wife  of  our  subject.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Wegst  located  on  the  Herr  homestead. 
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In  1875  he  purchased  eight  acres  of  John  Williams, 
in  1883  bought  fifty  acres  adjoining,  of  the  Wright 
heirs,  and  later  thirty-three  acres,  of  John  1 rout. 
He  now  has  148  acres,  about  sixty  of  which  are 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  well  improved 
with  good  buildings,  which  stand  as  monuments  to 
his  thrift  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wegst  have  a family  of  eight 
children,  all  born  in  Berlin  township,  at  the  present 
home  of  the  family.  Annie  C.,  born  in  1876,  a 
young  lady  of  scholarly  tastes,  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Waymart  and  Honesdale,  and  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  in  Berlin.  Mary  E., 
born  in  1878,  attended  school  for  a time  at  Narrows- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  and  later  graduated  from  the  Waymart 
high  school ; she  is  also  one  of  the  popular  teachers 
in  Berlin,  and  is  a refined  and  cultured  young  lady. 
The  other  children  are  John  H.,  born  in  1879;  Paul 
J.,  in  1882;  Emma  C.,  in  1884;  George  F.,  in  1886; 
Leda  B.,  in  1888;  and  Frederick  A.,  in  1893.  The 
parents  and  children  are  identified  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  at  Beach  Lake,  and  the 
family  is  one  of  prominence  in  social  circles. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Wegst  engaged  in  rafting 
sawed  lumber  down  the  Delaware  river,  but  he  now 
gives  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  operation 
of  his  fine  farm.  He  supports  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  most  acceptably  filled 
the  office  of  township  collector  for  two  terms  of  two 
years  each.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  Berlin  township 
has  no  more  honored  or  highly-respected  citizen 
than  George  Wegst. 

W.  F.  GARDNER  is  one  of  the  most  reliable 
and  prosperous  citizens  of  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  with  whose  agricultural  in- 
terests he  has  been  prominently  identified  through- 
out life. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  born  December  1,  1852,  on 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  now  lives,  and  is  the 
youngest  child  of  William  and  Margaret  A.  (Wag- 
ner) Gardner,  who  are  represented  elsewhere. 
Reared  on  the  home  farm  to  a life  of  industry  and 
honesty,  he  obtained  a good  practical  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  also 
an  excellent  knowledge  of  business  methods.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
township ; the  fields  are  well  tilled  and  surrounded 
by  good  fences ; the  farm  buildings  are  models  of 
neatness  and  thrift ; and  everything  about  the  place 
denotes  the  supervision  of  a careful  and  painstaking 
owner. 

In  1877,  Mr.  Gardner  was  married  to  Miss  Eva 
Foot,  a native  of  Bridgewater  township,  and  a 
daughter  of  Chauncy  and  Catherine  (Ayers)  Foot. 
To  them  were  born  four  children:  Madge,  John 

W.,  S.  Eva,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
estimable  wife  of  Mr.  Gardner  died  in  February, 
1894.  She  was  a devoted  wife  and  mother,  a kind 
neighbor,  and  was  loved  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  her. 

The  Democratic  party  has  always  found  in  Mr. 


Gardner  a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he 
has  ever  taken  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part 
in  local  politics.  Fie  has  efficiently  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  in  his  district,  and  has  al- 
ways been  found  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  enterpris- 
ing men  of  Bridgewater  township,  and  is  very 
popular  with  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. 

JOHN  JACOB  SCHNEARLE,  a thrifty  and 
industrious  farmer  of  Delaware  township,  Pike 
county,  comes  from  over  the  sea,  having  been  born 
in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  April  10,  1839.  His 
parents  spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  Fatherland, 
where  the  father  (Adam  Schnearle)  engaged  in 
business  as  an  attorney  and  farmer.  He  died  in 
1847,  aged  fifty  years,-  his  wife  in  1892.  Their 
children  were : Adam,  who  married  a Miss  Desh- 
ler,  and  died  in  Thayer  county,  Neb. ; Ldrick,  who 
came  to  this  country;  John  Jacob,  our  subject; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jacob  Rentschler,  a farmer  of 
Deshler,  Thayer  Co.,  Neb. ; Honsert  and  another 
whose  name  is  not  given,  who  both  died  in  Ger- 
many. (The  family  name  is  sometimes  spelled 
Snearley.) 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  but  at  that 
time  ran  away  from  home  and  came  to  America,  as 
his  parents  intended  to  apprentice  him  to  a baker, 
and  he  did  not  wish  to  learn  that  trade.  He  first 
located  at  Sparrowbush,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  worked  for  a wagon  maker  for  a time ; but  as 
he  did  not  like  that  occupation  he  came  to  Dingman 
township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  found  employment 
with  Mr.  Geyer,  a Frenchman  and  a farmer,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  three  years.  The  following 
four  years  he  worked  in  the  brewery  of  Remy 
Loreaux  in  Dingman  township,  and  for  the  same 
length  of  time  was  employed  on  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Litter.  For  the  long  period  of  seventeen  years  he 
worked  on  the  farm  of  Col.  Henry  S.  Mott,  and  then 
purchased  his  present  place  in  Delaware  township, 
from  John  Rosenkrans.  It  comprises  ninety 
acres,  most  of  which  is  under  a high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  well  improved,  and  in  its  operation  he  is 
meeting  with  excellent  success.  At  the  polls  he 
always  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Mr.  Schnearle  was  married  at  Milford,  Pike 
county,  April  18,  1861,  to  Miss  Martha  C.  Roloson, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  two  sons : Samuel  is 

with  his  parents  ; and  Charles,  a farmer  of  Delaware 
township,  married  Susie  Doety  and  has  one  child, 
Edna.  Mrs.  Schnearle  was  born  in  Chucktown, 
Pike  county,  April  13,  1844,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Eli  and  Jane  (McCarty)  Roloson,  of  Chucktown, 
Dingman  township,  where  they  alwavs  made  their 
home.  The  father,  who  was  a carpenter  by  occupa- 
tion, died  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  the 
mother  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  and  the 
remains  of  both  were  interred  in  a private  burying 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1629 


ground  in  Dingman  township,  two  miles  from  Mil- 
ford. In  their  family  were  the  following  children : 
Amanda,  wife  of  Lewis  Harding,  of  New  York; 
Martha  C.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Andrew  J.,  who 
married  Catherine  Bossier,  and  operates  a stone 
quarry  at  Lordville,  Penn. ; Tyler  L.,  a stone  cutter, 
who  married  and  lives  in  Steuben  county,  ,N.  Y. ; 
Eli,  who  married,  and  is  employed  in  an  acid  factory 
in  Lordville,  Penn.;  Rose,  deceased  wife  of  Alford 
Spencer;  Sarah  A.,  who  died  when  young;  and 
Barbara,  wife  of  Henry  Canne,  of  Dingman  town- 
ship. 

F.  X.  SOETE  carries  on  a well-patronized 
and  thriving  restaurant  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, of  which  place  he  is  a well-known  resident.  He 
is  a German  by  birth,  and  is  a son  of  F.  X.  and 
Mary  ( Wubbekjjg)  Soete,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  July  12,  1812,  in  Westphalia,  Germany,  and 
was  a shoemaker  by  trade.  He  was  married  in  his 
native  country  to  Mary  Wiibbeke,  who  was  born 
there  in  1820,  and  in  1852  they  came  with  their 
family  to  America,  making  their  home  in  Hones- 
dale. Mr.  Soete  carried  on  his  trade  until  advancing 
age  compelled  him  to  retire,  and  the  parents  were 
supported  in  their  declining  years  by  their  son  F. 
X.  The  father  died  March  27,  1876,  the  mother 
in  1875.  They  had  a family  of  five  children,  as 
follows : Bernada  is  the  wife  of  William  Hartman, 
and  lives  on  Union  Hill,  Honesdale;  F.  X.  is  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch;  Francisco  is  a car- 
penter by  trade  and  resides  in  Honesdale ; Joseph  is 
also  a carpenter  of  Honesdale ; Henry  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  years  (he  was  a cigar  maker  by 
trade) . 

F.  X.  Soete  was  born  April  19,  1849,  ’n  West- 
phalia, Germany,  whence  in  1852  he  was  brought 
with  the  rest  of  the  family  to  the  United  States. 
He  attended  school  at  Honesdale,  and  after  his 
school  days  were  over  commenced  work  as  tow-boy 
on  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal,  on  which  he 
was  employed  for  ten  years.  He  also  learned  a 
trade,  but  in  1878,  having  decided  that  he  could 
do  better  by  working  on  his  own  account,  he  opened 
a restaurant  and  saloon  in  Honesdale,  in  which  he 
has  been  successful  from  the  start.  His  patronage 
has  been  constantly  increasing,  and  he  now  enjoys 
a comfortable  competence  as  a result  of  close  atten- 
tion to  the  wants  of  his*  customers  and  shrewd  man- 
agement in  every  detail  of  his  afifairs.  He  is  a self- 
made  man  in  every  way,  and  he  is  respected  by  all 
who  know  him  for  the  position  he  now  holds  among 
the  thrifty,  prosperous  business  men  of  the  place. 
Mr.  Soete  takes  a public-spirited  interest  in  the 
municipal  affairs  of  Honesdale,  and  is  always  ready 
to  support  any  measure  which  he  believes  will  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare  or  advancement  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Soete  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Kerl,  who 
was  born  in  1859,  and  six  children  have  blessed 
their  home : Mary  B.,  Theresa  B.,  Francisca,  F.  X., 
Jr.,  Florence  and  Henry.  The  family  are  Roman 


Catholics  in  religious  faith.  In  political  sentiment 
Mr.  Soete  is  a loyal  member  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

GEORGE  J.  SIMONS,  a progressive  and  en- 
terprising farmer  of  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county, 
was  born  December  7,  1861,  in  the  old  “Simons 
Hotel”  at  that  place,  and  is  a son  of  John  L.  and 
Eliza  J.  (Compton)  Simons,  natives  of  New  York 
State,  who  were  married  in  Tobyhanna,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Coming  to  Gouldsboro  in  1856,  the  father  built 
the  “Simons  Hotel,”  which  he  conducted  until  1870, 
and  then  rented  the  same  to  his  step-son,  Stephen 
H.  Haley,  and  removed  to  Clifton,  Lackawanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  owned  365  acres  of  land,  on 
which  he  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming.  In 
the  spring  of  1875  he  returned  to  his  hotel,  but 
after  conducting  it  for  seven  years  he  laid  aside 
business  cares  and  lived  retired.  He  was  a strong 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  during  the  Civil  war  he 
served  as  postmaster  of  Gouldsboro,  having  the 
office  in  his  hotel.  He  was  quite  prominent,  and 
filled  other  local  offices  with  credit  to  himself  and 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public.  He  died 
January  1,  1894,  aged  seventy-two  years,  and  the 
mother  of  our  subject  passed  away  December  29, 

1893,  at  the  same  age,  the  remains  of  both  being 

interred  at  Gouldsboro.  George  J.  is  the  only  child 
born  of  this  union.  His  parents  were  both  married 
twice.  The  mother’s  first  husband  was  Stephen 
Plaley,  by  whom  she  had  two  children : Stephen, 

now  a resident  of  Philadelphia ; and  Mary  J.,  widow 
of  Stephen  Garrigan,  and  a resident  of  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 

George  J.  Simons  remained  with  his  parents 
until  their  deaths,  being  never  away  from  home 
with  the  exception  of  three  months  he  was  engaged 
in  mining  at  Scranton.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools,  and  on  July  7,  1887,  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  D.  L.  & W.  railroad  as 
brakeman,  which  position  he  continued  to  fill  until 

1894,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm.  He 
has  erected  a good  residence  upon  his  place,  and  is 
now  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  is  independent  in  politics,  and  has  most  credit- 
ably and  satisfactorily  filled  the  offices  of  super- 
visor and  school  director  in  Lehigh  township. 
Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Mutual  Aid. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Simons  wedded  Mary  E.  Siglin, 
by  whom  he  had  one  son,  George  L.  He  was  again 
married,  September  10,  1892,  at  East  Stroudsburg, 
Penn.,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Vanwhy)  Piersol,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
two  children : Eliza  J.  and  Charles  W.  Mrs. 

Simons  was  born  at  Middle  Smithfield,  Penn., 
March  8,  1862,  a daughter  of  William  H.  and  Mary 
J.  (Hannis)  Vanwhy,  who  now  reside  at  East 
Stroudsburg,  where  the  father  is  attending  gates 
for  the  D.  L.  & W.  railroad.  Their  children  are : 
Nellie,  wife  of  Charles  Babbit,  of  Newark,  N.  J. ; 
Frank,  a hotel  man  of  Porters  Lake,  Penn. ; Emma, 
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wife  of  Ii.  Babbitt,  of  Morristown,  N.  J. ; Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  our  subject;  and  William,  who  is  with 
his  brother  in  the  hotel  business.  Mrs.  Simons’ 
first  husband  was  Richard  Piersol,  who  died  in  1888, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Flossie,  who  now  lives  with 
our  subject. 

SAMUEL  A.  SHOOK  is  numbered  among 
the  enterprising  and  thorough-going  farmers  of 
Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  who 
have  given  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of 
fine  stock,  and  have  thus  materially  advanced  the 
value  of  cattle  and  sheep  in  this  section  of  the  State. 
He  has  met  with  eminent  success  in  his  operations, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  prosperous 
agriculturists  of  his  community. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Jacob  Shook,  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  Ele  was 
born  in  Plainfield  township,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn.,  and  died  in  Tunkhannock,  Wyoming  county, 
where  his  remains  were  interred.  The  father,  John 
Shook,  was  also  a native  of  Plainfield  township, 
Northampton  county,  born  in  1810,  and  there  grew 
to  manhood  and  married  Miss  Lydia  Albert,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Albert,  also  of  Northampton 
county.  In  1840  they  removed  to  Tunkhannock, 
Wyoming  county,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  in  1872.  The 
mother  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born  six  children,  namely : 
John  Jacob,  a miller  of  New  York  State;  William, 
a miller  of  Maine,  N.  Y. ; E.  A.,  a farmer  of  In- 
diana; Samuel  A.,  our  subject;  Susan,  wife  of 
Theron  Strickland ; and  Mary,  wife  of  George 
Weaver,  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  A.  Shook  was  born  in  Tunkhannock, 
April  18,  1840,  and  obtained  a good  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  that  locality.  After 
leaving  school  he  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home 
farm  until  twenty-nine  years  of  age.  In  Spring- 
ville  township,  Susquehanna  county,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Helen  Rosengrant,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jeremiah  and  Sophia  (Billings)  Rosengrant. 
One  daughter  was  born  to  this  union,  Minnie,  now 
the  wife  of  William  Coy,  of  Susquehanna  county, 
by  whom  she  has  two  children,  Arthur  and  Chester. 

On  leaving  the  home  farm  Mr.  Shook  pur- 
chased seventy-seven  acres  of  land  in  Springville 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  which  he  has 
since  added  a tract  of  fifty  acres,  and  he  now  has 
one  of  the  most  valuable  and  attractive  farms  of 
its  size  in  the  township.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  is  engaged  in  stock  raising  and 
dairying,  and  now  has  a fine  herd  of  pure  blooded 
Holstein  cows,  and  a flock  of  Southdown  sheep. 
He  is  also  interested  in  bee  culture,  and  has  a fine 
apiary  of  eighty  hives.  A man  of  sound  judgment 
and  good  business  ability,  he  has  steadily  prospered 
in  his  undertakings,  and  as  the  products  of  his 
farm  are  always  of  the  best  he  finds  a ready  sale 
for  the  same  in  the  Scranton  markets.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  has  always  found  in  Mr.  Shook  a stal- 


wart supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  has  most 
capably  served  his  fellow-citizens  as  a member  of 
the  election  board,  township  supervisor,  and  asses- 
sor (for  eight  years).  Socially  he  belongs  to  Maple 
Lodge,  No.  992,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  both  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  members  of  the  Rebekahs,  and 
the  Grange. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Shook  served  from 
February  to  May,  1865,  as  a member  of  the  con- 
struction corps  with  the  army  in  Tennessee. 

HORACE  T.  and  GEORGE  PI.  WHITNEY 
are  the  proprietors  of  the  leading  livery  establish- 
ment in  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  where  they  take 
a prominent  place  among  the  successful  business 
men  and  representative  citizens.  They  are  natives 
of  Honesdale,  and  sons  of  Elias  Whitney,  who  was 
born  November  30,  1816,  reared  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  died  October  2,  1889.  He  had 
removed  to  Honesdale  prior  to  his  marriage,  Octo- 
ber 18,  1842,  his  bride  being  Elizabeth  Welch,  who 
was  a native  of  Cornwall,  England,  born  October 
6,  1819.  They  reared  a family  of  four  children, 
namely:  Plorace  T. ; Charles  A.,  born  June  16, 

1846,  deceased;  Major  George  H. ; and  Mary  E., 
born  November  19,  1850,  Mr.  Whitney  was  a car- 
penter and  builder  by  occupation,  and  did  contract- 
ing until  his  health  failed,  when  he  embarked  in  the 
livery  business,  now  carried  on  by  his  sons.  Sub- 
sequently he  engaged  in  farming  in  Texas  township, 
Wayne  county.  Mr.  Whitney  lived  to  be  over 
seventy  years  old,  and  his  wife  passed  away  July  4, 
1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty.  They  were  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  and  he  was  a Democrat  in  politi- 
cal faith  up  to  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he 
changed  his  sentiments. 

T.  Whitney,  the  father  of  Elias,  was  a native 
of  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  and  removed  thence  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  Penn.,  where  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  days.  He  was  an  extensive  farmer  and  owned 
large  tracts  of  land  there.  He  married  a Miss 
Lamb. 

Horace  T.  Whitney,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  H.  T.  and  G.  H.  Whitney,  was  born  May 
30,  1844,  in  Honesdale,  and  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace, 
subsequently  entering  Flushing  (L.  I.)  Institute, 
where  he  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war.  Returning  home,  he  became  connected 
with  the  livery  business,  to  which  he  and  his  brother 
succeeded  about  1880,  and  it  is  now  the  best 
equipped  and  largest  concern  of  its  kind  in  Hones- 
dale, with  an  extensive  and  profitable  patronage 
from  the  people  of  the  town  and  surrounding  coun- 
try. The  brothers  have  spared  no  pains  to  make 
their  livery  the  best  conducted  and  most  satisfactory 
one  in  the  place,  and  in  return  they  have  received 
the  encouragement  and  custom  of  the  best  class  of 
people,  who  appreciate  the  attention  to  and  regard 
for  their  wishes  always  shown  by  the  Whitney 
brothers.  Horace  T.  Whitney  was  married,  on  No- 
vember 5,  1867,  to  Miss  Isabella  Palmer,  who  was 
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born  December  23,  1846,  in  New  Lisbon,  Penn. 
They  had  one  son,  Fred  B.,  who  was  born  July  31, 
1868,  and  died  January  23,  1897.  He  was  a grad- 
uate of  the  home  schools  and  later  took  a course 
in  the  Eastman  Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.,  after  which  he  accepted  a position  in  the 
First  National  Bank  at  Honesdale,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  serving  in  the  capacity  of  teller. 
On  June  4,  1896,  he  had  married  Josephine  B.  Dur- 
land.  Mr.  Whitney  is  a Knight  Templar. 

Major  George  H.  Whitney,  junior  member  of 
the  firm,  was  born  in  Honesdale  July  18,  1848,  and 
acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  At  an 
early  age  he  became  identified  with  this  line  of  busi- 
ness, bought  and  sold  horses  extensively,  and  in 
1880  succeeded  with  his  brother  to  his  father’s  in- 
terests. His  attention  has  necessarily  been  de- 
voted chiefly  to  the  demands  of  business,  but  he  has 
served  his  city  in  several  offices  of  trust,  as  member 
of  the  town  council,  member  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  over  twenty  years  and  served  as  its  presi- 
dent for  two  years.  He  is  a Republican  in  political 
preference,  and  though  not  a politician  in  the  sense 
of  office-seeker  he  is  an  ardent  party  worker,  throw- 
ing all  his  aid  and  influence  to  the  advancement  of 
its  welfare  in  Wayne  county. 

There  is  no  better  known  or  more  important 
figure  in  military  affairs  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania 
than  Major  Whitney.  He  joined  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Guards  August  23,  1878;  was  promoted  to 
corporal  August  14,  1879  ; to  sergeant  July  29,  1882  ; 
to  second  lieutenant  April  1,  1884;  to  first  lieutenant 
March  23,  1883;  to  captain  April  26,  1886;  re- 
elected captain  April  13,  1891 ; and  elected  major 
July  6,  1893.  This  glorious  record,  as  will  be  seen, 
is  one  of  steady,  rapid  and  unusual  advancement, 
and  our  subject  now  holds  the  rank  of  senior  major 
Third  Brigade,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  a 
position  of  honor  and  importance  in  the  militia  of 
his  State. 

JOHN  C.  BECK,  proprietor  of  “Beck’s  Hotel,” 
at  Milford,  is  one  of  the  prominent  residents  of 
that  thriving  place,  and  is  now  serving  as  a member 
of  the  city  council. 

Mr.  Beck  was  born  January  5,  1855,  at  Lam- 
poldshausen,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in 
childhood  with  his  parents,  John  E.  and  M.  Fred- 
erika  (Breuinger)  Beck,  who  are  mentioned  more 
fully  elsewhere.  He  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  learned 
the  business  of  making  watch-cases,  being  employed 
for  a number  of  years  in  Desire  Bournique’s  fac- 
tory at  Milford.  In  October,  1876,  he  was  married 
at  Port  Jervis,  to  Miss  Rose  Snyder,  and  in  1883 
he  purchased  his  present  hotel,  of  which  his  wife 
took  charge,  while  he  continued  his  work  in  the 
factory.  In  1885,  when  the  shop  was  closed,  Mr. 
Beck  turned  his  attention  to  the  hotel  business, 
which  has  since  occupied  all  of  his  time.  The  hotel 
building,  which  was  purchased  from  Edward  La- 
count,  was  originally  quite  small  and  unpretentious, 


but  in  1889  Mr.  Beck  tore  it  down  and  built  a hand- 
some new  structure  of  twenty  rooms,  heated  by 
steam  and  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water  through- 
out. Mr.  Beck  has  always  taken  keen  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  in  1889  was  elected  councilman 
for  a term  of  three  years.  He  and  his  wife  are 
popular  socially,  and  he  is  an  active  member  of  the 

I.  O.  O.  E.  at  Milford. 

Mr.  Beck  and  his  wife  have  three  children : 
James,  Lillie,  and  Alice,  who  are  all  at  home.  Mrs. 
Beck  is  a native  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  was 
born  November  8,  1852,  daughter  of  John  and 
Lida  (Johnson)  Snyder.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents, John  and  Beckie  Snyder,  resided  upon  a 
farm  in  New  Jersey,  and  her  father  was  also  en- 
gaged in  agriculture  there.  He  died  in  1880,  aged 
seventy,  and  her  mother  passed  away  in  1895,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years.  Of  their  children,  the  eld- 
est, Andrew,  who  was  wounded  and  disabled  while 
serving  as  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  married 

Rachel , and  resides  in  Boston,  Mass. ; Ellen 

married  Nathan  Van  Campen  (now  deceased),  who 
was  farmer  in  Kansas ; Sallie  married  Joseph  Kins- 
ley, a boss  carpenter  at  Newark,  N.  J. ; Mary, 
widow  of  George  Struble,  resides  in  Newton,  Penn. ; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jennings  (a  widow)  resides  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.;  John,  a carpenter  at  Centerville,  N. 

J. ,  married  Maggie  Arnst ; Kate,  widow  of  Taylor 
Sullivan,  resides  in  Lafayette,  N.  J. ; Rose  (Mrs. 
Beck)  comes  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  and  Emma, 
widow  of  Thomas  Llilford,  resides  in  Milford. 

1 

CHARLES  SPRY  is  one  of  the  honored  vet- 
erans of  the  Civil  war  whose  devotion  to  his  adopted 
country  was  tested  on  many  a Southern  battlefield, 
and  America  has  no  more  loyal  or  patriotic  citizen. 
He  is  now  successfully  carrying  on  operations  as  a 
farmer  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county. 

Born  in  Cornwall,  England,  February  27,  1829, 
Mr.  Spry  is  a son  of  Walter  and  Patience  (Kins- 
man) Spry,  who  brought  their  family  to  this  coun- 
try in  1840  and  located  in  Berlin  township.  Our 
subject  was  the  eldest  of  the  children,  the  others 
being  as  follows : Walter,  a resident  of  Dyberry 

township,  Wayne  county;  Frederick,  of  Plymouth, 
Penn. ; Daniel,  also  of  Plymouth ; James,  of  Way- 
mart,  Wayne  county;  Richard,  of  Jersey  City,  N. 
J. ; Daniel  (1),  who  died  when  young;  Keziah,  wife 
of  George  Oliver,  of  Berlin  township;  Tamsin,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Col.  William  Ellis,  a prominent  citi- 
zen of  Villisca,  Iowa,  who  was  a member  of  the 
governor’s  staff  in  that  State ; and  Anna,  wife  of 
Ed  Budd,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.  Five  of  the  sons 
were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war,  and  the  son-in-law, 
Col.  Ellis,  served  with  distinction  in  the  same  strug- 
gle, being  a prominent  officer ; he  was  wounded  in 
the  knee  in  battle.  By  a second  marriage  the  father 
had  one  daughter,  Hannah,  Mrs.  Taft,  now  a resi- 
dent of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  Upon  the  old  home  farm 
in  Berlin  township  he  made  his  home  from  1841 
until  called  to  his  final  rest,  and  he  had  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 
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Although  his  literary  education  was  meager, 
Charles  Spry’s  training  in  farm  work  was  not  lim- 
ited, and  he  early  became  a thorough  and  pains- 
taking agriculturist.  In  1851  he  married  Miss 
Tamsin  Robbins,  who  has  proved  a most  faithful 
and  devoted  wife,  capably  superintending  the  man- 
agement of  the  farm  and  caring  for  their  three  chil- 
dren during  his  absence  at  the  front,  while  in  the 
service.  She  was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  and 
was  brought  to  this  country  about  1850  by  her 
parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Spry)  Robbins,  who 
had  a family  of  thirteen  children,  and  Mrs.  Spry 
was  the  eldest  of  the  seven  who  reached  years  of 
maturity.  James  is  now  deceased ; Keziah  is  the 
wife  of  George  Schoonover;  William  is  deceased; 
Maria  (Mrs. "Davie)  is  the  only  one  besides  Mrs. 
Spry  now  living;  and  Charles  is  deceased.  The 
parents  were  in  early  life  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  but  later  joined  tbe  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a Republican. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Spry  bought  sixty 
acres  of  wild  woodland  in  Berlin  township,  W ayne 
county,  which  he  at  once  began  to  clear  and  improve, 
and  it  was  this  place,  with  its  $700  mortgage,  that 
he  left  to  the  care  of  his  wife  when  he  entered  the 
army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  To  support 
her  three  children  she  was  forced  to  do  most  of  the 
work  upon  the  farm  during  his  service.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  he  enlisted  for  nine  months  in  tbe 
117th  P.  V.  I.,  being  honorably  discharged  on  the 
expiration  of  that  term.  In  the  fall  of  1863  he  re- 
enlisted, this  time  becoming  a member  of  Company 
C,  67th  P.  V.  I.,  and  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Creek  with  Gen.  Sheridan’s  command,  Fos- 
ter Hill,  the  engagements  in  front  of  Petersburg, 
and  Mine  Run,  besides  many  skirmishes.  While 
making  a charge  in  front  of  Petersburg  he  was 
severely  injured  by  falling  on  a stake,  causing  a 
rupture,  which  has  required  three  different  opera- 
tions, and  nearly  cost  him  his  life. 

Returning  home  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
Mr.  Spry  resumed  his  farming  operations,  and  he 
has  prospered  in  his  undertakings,  being  now  the 
owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  172  acres,  which  he 
has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  Be- 
sides his  comfortable  residence  there  are  three  large 
barns  and  a good  orchard  upon  the  place,  and  in 
connection  with  general  farming  he  is  successfully 
engaged  in  stock  raising,  making  a specialty  of 
horses  and  cattle. 

Of  the  seven  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spry,  four  died  in  infancy,  and  two  are  now  living : 
(1)  Patience  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Burger,  of 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  and  has  four  children — Charles, 
Frank,  Mary  and  Lizzie.  (2)  Lizzie  married  Rich- 
ard Horn,  and  is  now  deceased.  (3)  Wallace,  a 
prominent  citizen  and  enterprising  farmer  of  Berlin 
township,  married  Elizabeth  Buckingham,  and  has 
five  children — John,  Charles,  Emma,  Tamsin  and 
Harry.  Mr.  Spry  is  a stalwart  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  always  takes  a deep  and  commendable  in- 


terest in  public  affairs.  Prosperity  has  crowned  his 
efforts  as  a business  man,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the 
well-to-do  citizens  of  his  community,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  influential  residents  of 
the  township. 

HON.  LORENZO  GRAMBS  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  respected  and  prosperous  citizens  of 
Honesdale,  Wayne  county.  He  owes  the  position 
of  esteem  and  confidence  in  which  he  is  held  to 
his  own  untiring  and  well-directed  efforts,  as  in 
boyhood  he  was  poorly  equipped  for  the  battle  of 
life.  He  landed  in  America  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  with  the  family  of  his  parents,  who  were 
then  in  poor  circumstances,  and  it  became  neces- 
sary for  the  lad,  in  a strange  country,  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world.  He  has  succeeded,  and  in  the 
afternoon  of  life  he  enjoys  the  comparative  rest 
won  by  his  earlier  victories  over  adverse  condi- 
tions. 

Judge  Grambs  was  born  at  Fischbacb,  Bava- 
ria, January  28,  1825,  a son  of  John  and  Marga- 
retta  Grambs.  The  father  was  an  architect,  and 
in  the  year  1839  he  came  to  America  with  his  wife 
and  three  sons — Frederick  (who  died  in  Califor- 
nia), Lorenzo,  and  George  (now  a resident  of 
Scranton,  Penn.).  Lie  first  located  at  Rondout,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  followed  his  profession,  and  in  1840 
moved  to  Poughkeepsie ; later  he  lived  at  Roches- 
ter, and  in  New  York  City.  In  1848  he  purchased 
a farm  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  which  he  occu- 
pied until  his  removal  to  Honesdale,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1879. 

Lorenzo  Grambs  received  a good  common- 
school  education  in  his  native  land,  and  had  scant 
opportunities  for  adding  to  it,  after  his  arrival  in 
this  country.  His  first  occupation  was  as  a driver 
on  the  tow  path  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal, 
between  Rondout  and  Honesdale.  In  1840  he  was 
apprenticed  to  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  but  not  find- 
ing it  congenial,  he  quit  at  the  expiration  of  a year, 
and  engaged  in  the  more  active  work  of  brick-lav- 
ing and  masonry  at  Rochester.  He  accompanied 
his  father’s  family  to  New  York  City,  and  there 
acquired  the  trade  of  a cigar-maker,  at  which  he 
worked  three  years  as  a journeyman,  and  then  in 
1846,  after  his  marriage,  established  himself  in 
business  in  Delancey  street,  New  York  City. 

It  was  while  following  his  trade  here,  that  in 
1849,  when  the  gold  fever  swept  over  the  country, 
he  abandoned  the  cigar  business  and  sailed  round 
Cape  Horn  for  California.  By  an  unfortunate  ac- 
cident, on  shipboard,  his  leg  was  broken,  and  for 
two  months  he  was  confined  after  reaching  Cali- 
fornia. Upon  his  recovery,  he  started  for  the 
mines  and  met  with  moderate  success.  Acquiring 
about  $2,000  worth  of  gold  dust  he  returned  east, 
and  on  May  1,  1851,  he  located  at  Honesdale, 
Penn.  For  a year  he  worked  as  a journeyman  for 
John  N.  Conger,  the  pioneer  cigar  manufacturer 
of  that  place.  He  then  started  in  business  for  him- 
self, at  first  in  a small  way,  which  gradually  and 
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steadily  increased  until  he  acquired  the  manage- 
ment of  a large  and  lucrative  business.  ,The  firm 
for  a time  consisted  of  himself  and  son  Edward  G., 
and  was  known  as  L.  Grambs  & Co.,  but  Mr. 
Grambs  has  since  retired,  leaving  the  business  in 
the  hands  of  his  sons. 

Business  cares  and  responsibilities  did  not 
wholly  engross  the  time  and  attention  of  Judge 
Grambs.  He  has  ever  been  a public  spirited  citizen, 
having  at  heart  the  interests  of  his  fellow  men,  and 
zealous  in  encouraging  and  promoting  enterprises 
for  the  public  good.  He  has  also  held  many  positions 
of  responsibility  and  trust.  In  1859  he  was  commis- 
sioned, by  the  Governor,  inspector  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  Tenth  Division  Uniformed  Militia,  of 
Susquehanna  and  Wayne  counties,  with  the  rank 
of  major.  In  1862  he  was  elected  treasurer  of 
Wayne  county  and  served  two  years.  Among 
other  offices  that  he  has  filled  have  been  those  of 
chief  burgess  of  Honesdale,  member  of  the  town 
council,  and  treasurer  of  the  borough.  In  1882  he 
was  elected  associate  judge  of  Wayne  county,  and 
was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Hoyt  for  five  years  from 
January,  1883;  but  in  June,  1884,  he  resigned. 

Judge  Grambs  has  been  prominent  in  the  so- 
cial orders  of  Wayne  county,  and  is  a past  officer 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  for  many  years 
been  prominently  identified.  For  twenty  years  he 
was  connected  with  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
of  Honesdale,  but  he  is  now  a regular  attendant 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Though  living  a re- 
tired life  in  comparison  with  the  activity  of  his 
earlier  years,  the  indomitable  nature  of  our  sub- 
ject will  not  permit  a total  cessation  from  current 
interests.  In  1871  he  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Wayne  County  Savings  Bank,  and  has  since 
served  continuously  on  the  board  of  directors.  He 
is  now  serving  as  vice-president. 

On  June  30,  1846,  in  New  York  City,  Judge 
Grambs  was  married  to  Miss  Kunigunda  Rech, 
daughter  of  Adam  Rech,  a native  of  Unterlangen- 
stadt,  Bavaria.  She  died  February  17,  1889,  aged 
sixty-one  years  and  twenty-two  days.  The  chil- 
dren born  of  this  marriage  are  as  follows : Char- 

lotte, born  July  17,  1847,  died  at  the  age  of  ten  days  ; 
Pauline,  born  September  18,  1849,  married  Robert 
Tralles,  and  has  one  child.  Anna  C.,  born  January 
28,  1852,  died  unmarried.  Sophia  D.,  born  July  2, 
1853.  Caroline,  born  October  7,  1854,  died  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years.  Bertha  M.,  born  April  28, 
1856,  married  W.  H.  Krantz,  Honesdale;  they 
have  one  child  living,  Fred.  John,  born  March 
5,  1858,  died  young.  Henry  W.,  born  July  30,  1859, 
married  and  is  living  in  Dakota ; he  has  one  child, 
Mildred.  William  J.,  born  April  11,  1S61,  a gradu- 
ate of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy,  now  a 
resident  of  Seattle,  Wash. ; he  has  three  children, 
Harold,  Richard  and  William  Iv.  Tilly  M.,  born 
June  11,  1862.  Edward  George,  born  June  23,  1863, 
of  the  firm  of  L.  Grambs  & Co.  Lorenzo  0.,  born 
January  25,  1865.  Frank,  born  September  1 8,  1866, 
a resident  of  Bismarck,  N.  D.  Bernard,  born  De- 


cember 10,  1867,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 
August  B.,  born  July  27,  1869,  now  living  in  Jer- 
sey City,  N.  J.  Robert  L.,  born  May  30,  1870,  an 
attorney  at  Scranton,  Penn.  Albert  A.,  born  May 
16,  1873  ; and  George  J. 

RUPERT  P.  NILIS,  a progressive  and  well- 
known  farmer  citizen  of  Lehman  township,  Pike 
county,  is  a son  of  Capt.  Justin  and  Isabella  (Mont- 
gomery) Nilis,  the  former  of  whom  has  for  years 
been  one  of  the  respected  residents  of  Delaware 
township,  where  he  is  now  living  retired  on  part 
of  the  Nilis  homestead  at  Silver  Lake. 

Justin  Nilis  was  born  May  18,  1820,  in  Bel- 
gium, son  of  Peter  and  Antoinette  (Petit)  Nilis, 
of  the  city  of  Mons,  who  came  to  America  with 
their  family  in  1842,  settling  in  New  York  City. 
The  father  was  an  artist  by  profession.  He  died 
in  1852,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  the  mother  in 
1848,  and  both  are  buried  in  New  York.  Justin 
was  the  eldest  of  their  three  children.  Paul  en- 
listed in  a Connecticut  regiment  for  service  in  the 
Civil  war  and  was  not  again  heard  from.  Mary, 
now  deceased,  married  Mr.  Duswee,  who  was  killed 
while  serving  in  the  Civil  war. 

Justin  Nilis  received  a thorough  education  in 
his  native  country,  after  his  preliminary  training 
entering  the  Brussels  College,  a school  of  arts  and 
manufactures,  where  he  studied  for  some  time.  He 
came  to  America  with  his  parents,  with  whom  he 
lived  for  the  most  part  during  their  lifetime,  and 
while  in  New  York  he  taught  school,  though  some- 
what irregularly,  for  a period  of  about  twelve  years, 
part  of  the  time  in  a French  college  conducted 
by  Peugnet  Bros.  His  first  marriage,  to  Miss  Isa- 
bella Montgomery,  daughter  of  James  and  Rebecca 
(Rowg)  Montgomery,  was  celebrated  in  New  York 
City,  and  there  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  en- 
listment, on  September  25,  1861,  for  service  in  the 
Civil  war.  Pie  formed  Company  D,  of  the  90th 
N.  Y.  V.  I.,  was  made  captain  of  the  same  and 
served  faithfully  for  his  term  of  three  years,  when 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  hos- 
pital at  Annapolis,  Md. ; he  did  not  re-enlist  on 
account  of  disability.  Capt.  Nilis  saw  a great  deal 
of  active  service,  taking  part  in  numerous  engage- 
ments, skirmishes,  etc.,  notably  the  siege  of  Port 
Hudson,  the  Red  River  expedition,  the  operations 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  etc.  Though  never 
wounded,  he  suffered  exceedingly,  along  with  oth- 
ers of  his  command,  from  typhoid  and  yellow  fever, 
his  regiment  losing  eight  officers  and  one  hundred 
privates  from  the  latter  disease  alone,  and  the  cap- 
tain was  in  the  Annapolis  hospital  for  three  months 
prior  to  his  discharge.  His  army  record  is  indeed 
an  honorable  one,  and  he  is  one  of  the  venerated 
members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Milford,  in  whose 
welfare  he  takes  a warm  interest. 

In  February,  1864,  during  his  absence  at  the 
front,  Capt.  Nilis’  family  removed  to  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  settling  at  what  is  now  known  as  Edgemere, 
on  the  homestead  at  Silver  Lake,  Delaware  town- 
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ship,  which  has  ever  since  been  occupied  by  them. 
Hither  he  returned  at  the  expiration  of  his  term, 
taking  up  farming,  which  he  continued  to  follow 
during  the  remainder  of  his  active  days.  In  1890 
he  removed  to  the  home  in  Silver  Lake  which  lie 
has  since  occupied,  and  he  is  now  leading  a life  of 
leisure,  enjoying  the  competence  which  he  acquired 
by  hard  work  in  his  younger  days.  By  his  first 
wife  he  had  children  as  follows : Montgomery, 

born  December  16,  1847,  who  died  November  9, 
1861  ; Rebecca,  born  July  31,  1849,  who  died  April 

15,  1896;  Pierce  M.,  born  December  1,  1851,  who 
is  a farmer  and  justice  of  the  peace  in  Delaware 
township,  and  is  also  engaged  as  steward  of  the 
Edgemere  Club,  at  Silver  Lake ; Marian  and  Elea- 
nor, twins,  born  March  1,  1856,  deceased  in  in- 
fancy; and  Rupert  P.,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch.  The  mother  of  these  passed  away  June 

16,  1887,  at  the  old  homestead,  aged  sixty-eight 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Delaware  ceme- 
tery. In  November,  1892,  while  visiting  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition,  at  Chicago,  Capt.  Nilis 
wedded  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Julia  A.  (Barlow) 
Dennis,  a Southern  lady,  whom  he  met  first  during 
the  Civil  war. 

Rupert  P.  Nilis  was  born  July  19,  1858,  at  what 
is  now  the  site  of  Jersey  City  Heights,  and  when  a 
child  came  with  the  family  to  Delaware  township, 
Pike  county,  where  he  was  reared,  receiving  his 
early  education  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  went  to  New  York  City,  where  for 
one  year  he  was  engaged  in  clerking  in  a whole- 
sale tea  house,  and  for  the  two  years  following  he 
attended  the  French  College  at  Fort  Washington, 
N.  Y.,  finishing  his  literary  training  in  this  institu- 
tion. Lie  next  entered  the  employ  of  John  F.  Pin- 
chot,  of  Milford,  as  clerk  in  his  general  merchan- 
dise establishment,  continuing  with  him  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  went  to  Nevada  county,  Cal., 
where  he  worked  for  a year  in  a gold  mine.  Re- 
turning home,  he  worked  with  his  father  until  1886, 
when  he  purchased  a farm  in  Lehman  township 
and  located  thereon,  making  his  home  there  until,  in 
1892,  he  purchased  and  removed  to  his  present  place. 
Mr.  Nilis  cultivates  both  farms,  which  comprise  250 
acres  of  fertile  river  bottom  land,  and  he  is  one 
of  the  most  successful,  extensive  farmers  in  this 
section.  His  thorough  knowledge  of  agriculture, 
coupled  with  industrious  habits  and  a faculty  for 
managing  his  numerous  interests,  has  entitled  him 
to  rank  among  the  intelligent  business  men  of  the 
locality,  and  he  has  an  equally  good  reputation  for 
integrity  and  uprightness  in  all  his  dealings.  Mr. 
Nilis  is  recognized  as  a self-made  man,  and  he  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  either 
personally  or  in  a business  way.  He  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  public  affairs  in  his  township,  being 
prominent  among  the  local  workers  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  has  served  as  inspector  of  elec- 
tions and  clerk  of  the  board.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
Mason,  holding  membership  with  the  Blue  Lodee  at 
Milford. 


On  March  8,  1897,  Mr.  Nilis  was  married,  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Margaret  Cotterill,  who 
was  born  August  1,  1863,  at  Camberwell,  England, 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Margaret  A.  (Faith- 
ful) Cotterill,  of  that  country.  One  child  has 
blessed  this  union,  Rebecca. 

WILLIAM  G.  COUTAN,  M.  D.  When  the 
American  Colonies  determined  to  throw  aside  the 
oppressive  yoke  of  the  mother  country,  France,  of 
all  the  nations  on  the  earth,  was  the  first  to  show 
her  friendly  feeling  toward  the  struggling  Colonists. 
The  substantial  aid  of  men  and  arms  came  from 
that  country,  and  ever  since  then  her  people  have 
been  welcomed  to  the  Western  World  and  its  new 
Republic,  and  have  lent  the  natural  love  for  art  and 
literature  inherent  in  the  French  race  to  the  devel- 
opment of  the  higher  culture  of  the  hardy  sons  of 
the  early  settlers.  This  infusion  of  the  warm  artis- 
tic natures  of  the  Latin  race  with  the  sturdy  philo- 
sophical people  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  has  brought 
about  a broader  culture,  physical  and  mental,  than 
can  be  found  in  any  other  nation.  The  quick,  alert 
mind  of  the  American,  his  versatility,  his  intuition 
and  his  reason,  his  shrewdness,  his  endurance,  are 
the  result  of  the  intermingling  of  all  races. 

In  1832  there  was  born  in  Paris,  France,  Gus- 
tave Julius  Coutan,  a son  of  Charles  Julius  Coutan, 
and  his  wife,  Agleia  De  Mace,  the  latter  born  in 
Lyons,  France,  of  noble  blood.  Charles  J.  Coutan 
was  a silk  merchant  in  Lyons  for  many  years,  and 
in  1840  he  came  to  New  York,  where  he  engaged  in 
importing  silks.  After  continuing  thus  for  a time 
he  became  an  official  in  the  Custom  House,  where 
he  continued  until  his  death.  He  owned  a large 
amount  of  real  estate  in  Fifth  avenue  and  Thirty- 
first  street.  After  his  death  his  wife  opened  an 
English  and  French  boarding-school  in  Thirty-first 
street,  where  she  continued  several  years.  They  had 
three  children,  (1)  Charles,  was  a wealthy  retired 
gentleman  of  New  York.  He  married  Miss  Susan 
Thompson,  a daughter  of  James  Thompson,  for- 
merly of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  but  later  a 
restaurant  keeper  in  New  York  City,  where  he  died 
a millionaire.  At  his  death,  Charles  Coutan  left  a 
widow  (who  still  resides  in  New  York)  and  two 
sons — Albert  E.,  a merchant  at  Poughkeepsie,  N. 
Y. ; and  Leon,- who  married  a Miss  Wall,  and  re- 
sides in  Brooklyn.  (2)  Gustave  J.  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (3)  Susan  Agleia  died  in  New  York. 

Gustave  Julius  Coutan  came  to  this  country 
with  his  parents  and  was  graduated  from  St.  John’s 
College,  N.  Y.  After  leaving  school  he  became  an 
employe  in  the  Custom  Blouse,  and  there  remained 
until  his  death,  in  1865.  He  married  Anne  Fitzger- 
ald, who  was  born  in  Silver  Lake,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  in  1831,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  three  sons:  (1)  Gustave  Joseph,  born  in  New 

York  City,  graduated  from  the  Law  University  of 
that  city,  and  is  now  practicing  there,  with  offices 
at  No.  81  Broadway.  (2)  William  G.  is  mentioned 
below.  (3)  George  O.,  born  in  1866,  was  educated 
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in  the  New  York  schools,  and  learned  the  jeweler’s 
trade. 

William  G.  Coutan  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  in  September,  1861,  and  received  his  education 
in  private  schools  in  New  York  City.  When  a 
young  man  he  went  to  make  his  home  with  his  uncle 
in  Silver  Lake,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  and  while 
there  engag'ed  in  teaching  for  several  terms.  He 
there  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Charles 
W.  Tiffany,  and  later  studied  under  Dr.  E.  A. 
Pierce,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  completed 
his  preparatory  course ; he  was  graduated  from 
Columbia  College,  New  York,  in  medicine  and  sur- 
gery. In  1891  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Silver  Lake,  remaining  there  until  1896,  when 
he  removed  to  Birchardville,  and,  purchasing  the 
W.  W.  Strange  home,  established  himself  therein. 
He  has  built  up  a large  practice,  keeps  well  abreast 
of  all  the  recent  discoveries  in  his  chosen  profes- 
sion, and,  with  his  knowledge  and  skill,  his  quick 
sympathy,  has  drawn  to  himself  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  community. 

In  October,  1896,  Dr.  Coutan  wedded  Miss 
Katherine  A.  Buckley,  whose  parents  were  pioneers 
of  Silver  Lake  township.  To  gladden  their  home 
one  son,  Gustave  Julius,  was  born  in  1898.  Politic- 
ally the  Doctor  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  In  his  religious  belief,  Dr.  Coutan  clings 
to  the  faith  of  his  fathers,  and  is  a stanch  advocate 
of  Roman  Catholicism,  as  is  also  his  wife.  In  social 
life  the  Doctor  is  a well-known  figure.  Of  genial 
disposition,  courteous  bearing  and  scholarly  at- 
tainments, he  is  a welcome  guest,  and  his  own  de- 
lightful home,  presided  over  by  his  charming  wife, 
is  the  center  of  a choice  circle  of  cultured  friends. 

THOMAS  MOORE  has  since  1880  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  industrial  interests  of 
Prompton,  Wayne  county,  doing  a large  and 
profitable  business  as  a blacksmith  and  wagon  man- 
ufacturer. Recently  he  has  erected  a new  plant, 
and  in  connection  with  his  other  business  expects 
to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  excelsior.  He  is  a 
wide-awake  and  reliable  business  man,  whose  great 
energy  and  perseverance  has  enabled  him  to  mount 
from  a lowly  position  to  one  of  affluence. 

Like  a number  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Wayne  county,  Mr.  Moore  is  a native  of  Cornwall, 
England,  born  December  20,  1840,  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Bishopp)  Moore.  His  mother 
died  in  that  country  in  i860,  aged  fifty-six  years, 
and  in  1873  the  father  came  to  the  United  States, 
locating  in  Prompton.  He  passed  away  in  1881,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  Aldenville,  Wayne  county.  In 
religious  belief  he  was  a Methodist. 

Our  subject  is  the  next  to  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  nine  children,  the  others  being  as  follows  : 
Mary  is  still  living  in  England ; William  and  John 
are  both  retired  blacksmiths  of  that  country ; Grace 
is  the  wife  of  Elias  Bellinger,  a painter,  of  Promp- 
ton; Jane  married  William  Perry,  a carpenter  (now 


deceased),  and  she  died  in  England;  George  is  a 
blacksmith  of  Aldenville,  Wayne  county;  Anna  was 
married  in  England  to  Charles  Cottel,  a farmer,  but 
afterward  came  to  America,  and  she  died  in  Wayne 
county;  and  James  is  a blacksmith  of  Michigan. 

With  his  father  Thomas  Moore  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  in  his  native  land,  remaining  with 
him  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  then  work- 
ing for  others  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age. 
Coming  to  the  New  World  in  that  year,  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Adenville,  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  eight  months,  and 
then  removed  to  Prompton,  renting  for  one  year  a 
shop  where  his  own  is  now  located.  The  following 
six  months  he  spent  in  Denver,  Colo.,  but  not  lik- 
ing the  West,  he  returned  to  Prompton,  where  he 
has  since  successfully  engaged  in  business. 

On  April  18,  1864,  in  Bodmin,  England,  Mr. 
Moore  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
Pinch,  a native  of  Cornwall,  and  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Eliza  (Baker)  Pinch,  who  emigrated 
to  America  and  located  in  Chapman,  Penn.,  where 
the  father  followed  farming.  Their  children  were 
Emma ; Edwin,  who  died  in  England ; Mary,  wife 
of  George  Herr,  of  Pen  Argyl,  Penn. ; Eliza,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Simon,  who  died  in  England;  and 
Amelia,  wife  of  John  Palmer,  of  Chapman,  Penn- 
sylvania. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  were  born  the 
following  children:  Minnie,  who  in  early  life  en- 

gaged in  school  teaching,  is  now  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Masters,  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  where 
in  partnership  with  two  brothers  he  engages  in  the 
stone  quarry  business  ; Bessie  is  the  wife  of  Howard 
Renry,  a china  decorator  at  Scranton,  Penn.;  Ber- 
tha is  at  home  with  her  parents;  and  Thomas  LI., 
Wesley  and  George  H.  all  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  are  worthy  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Prompton,  and  are  held 
in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  them.  His  political 
support  is  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  now  the  possessor  of  a 
comfortable  competence,  and  his  life  illustrates  what 
can  be  accomplished  through  industry,  perseverance, 
good  management  and  a determination  to  succeed. 

JOLIN  K.  ARNOLD  is  a general  farmer  of 
Llamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  pursuing  his 
pleasant  and  profitable  occupation  upon  the  old 
homestead  where  he  was  born  in  September,  1845, 
a son  of  Abram  and  Elizabeth  JKinch)  Arnold. 

Mr.  Arnold’s  parents  were  also  natives  of  Mon- 
roe county,  and  died  on  the  old  farm ; the  father  in 
1878,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  the  mother 
in  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy,  being  laid  to  rest  in 
Hamilton  township.  Of  their  children,  Abram,  the 
eldest,  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years ; Mary  is  the 
widow  of  Linford  Shoemaker,  of  Hamilton  town- 
ship ; Elizabeth,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  William 
McCormick ; Christiana,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  Frank  Gorman  ; Louisa,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Jonas  Murphy;  James  lives  with  our  subject;  Han- 
nah is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Saunt,  of  Hamilton  town- 
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ship ; Henry  married  and  lives  in  Ross  township, 
Monroe  county;  John  K.,  our  subject,  is  next  in 
the  family;  David  married  Christiann  Bowman,  and 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Hamilton  township ; and 
Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Nath.  Kesky,  and  a resident 
of  Pennsylvania. 

John  K.  Arnold  remained  with  his  parents  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then  served  a three  years’ 
apprenticeship  to  the  miller’s  trade  with  Joseph 
Heller,  at  Sciota,  Hamilton  township,  receiving  the 
first  year  $25,  the  second  $50,  and  the  third  $75. 
The  following  year  he  engaged  in  business  on  his 
own  account  in  Cherry  Valley,  Monroe  county,  but 
during  the  next  six  years  was  in  the  employ  of  mil- 
lers at  different  places.  For  five  years  he  followed 
farming  at  Saylorsburg;  and  in  April,  1883,  re- 
turned to  the  old  home  farm,  which  he  has  since 
successfully  operated.  He  is  a thorough  and  sys- 
tematic farmer,  and  the  air  of  neatness  and  thrift 
which  pervades  the  place  testifies  to  his  careful  su- 
pervision. He  is  public-spirited  and  liberal,  and  there 
are  few  men  more  popular  among  the  people  in 
whose  midst  he  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  religiously  is  a member  of  the  Reformed 
Church. 

In  May,  1872,  in  Hamilton  township,  Mr.  Ar- 
nold was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E. 
Snyder,  a native  of  the  township,  and  a daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  E.  (Putz)  Snyder.  Her  pa- 
rents spent  their  entire  lives  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship, where  the  father  carried  on  operations  as  a 
millwright.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  four  children,  namely : Nettie,  who  died  when 
one  year  old ; and  George,  Hattie  and  Norton,  all  at 
home. 

BYRON  MOOD,  a well-known  citizen  of  Mid- 
dle Smithfield,  Monroe  county,  was  one  of  the 
Union  soldiers  during  the  Civil  war,  and  for  almost 
five  years  he  remained  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  Mood  was  born  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, in  May,  1843,  and  was  well  educated  in  the 
public  and  select  schools  of  Monroe  county.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  when  eighteen  years  old,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  nth  Pennsylvania  Cavalrv,  was 
mustered  in  at  Philadelphia  and  ordered  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  where  the  regiment  was  organized 
and  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  James,  being  sta- 
tioned at  Fortress  Monroe  during  the  first  year. 
Here  Mr.  Mood  was  taken  ill,  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  the  regimental  hospital,  he  was  sent  to  Cliff 
Burn  hospital,  where  he  did  considerable  work  as  a 
nurse  after  his  recovery.  In  the  latter  part  of  1862 
he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  and  soon 
afterward  they  were  stationed  along  the  Black  Wa- 
ter creek,  where  they  took  part  in  a skirmish  every 
few  days.  Our  subject  participated  in  all  engage- 
ments with  his  regiment,  and  while  at  Suffolk  they 
were  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  who  besieged  the 
place  for  two  weeks.  The  time  of  his  first  enlist- 


ment expired  in  1864,  but  the  following  year  he  re- 
e'nlisted  in  the  First  Veteran  Army  Corps,  known 
as  Hancock’s  army,  and  with  that  command  served 
for  one  year,  being  honorably  discharged  in  March, 
1866,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Returning  to  his  home 
in  Monroe  county,  he  commenced  teaching  winter 
school,  and  for  a period  of  twenty-eight  years  suc- 
cessfully followed  that  profession  here  and  in  New 
Jersey. 

In  1866  Mr.  Mood  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Phoebe  Place,  who  was  born  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township  in  1844,  a daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Elizabeth  (Kerrick)  Place,  representatives 
of  old  and  prominent  Monroe  county  families.  Her 
parents  were  born  in  Middle  Smithfield  township 
in  1813,  and  there  their  marriage  was  celebrated. 
The  father  was  well  known  throughout  the  entire 
eastern  section  of  the  county,  and  held  a high  place 
in  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  ac- 
quaintances. By  occupation  he  was  a tiller  of  the 
soil,  and  all  his  dealings  were  marked  by  candor  and 
sterling  honesty.  He  died  in  1897 ; his  wife  passed 
away  two  years  previously.  In  the  family  of  this 
worthy  couple  were  nine  children — four  sons  and 
five  daughters — namely:  John  K.,  James,  Benja- 

min, Jr.,  Frederick,  Mrs.  Byron  Mood,  Mrs.  God- 
frey Transue,  Mrs.  Andrew  Pipher,  Mrs.  William 
Cruver,  and  Mrs.  Rebecca  Slocum,  of  East  Strouds- 
burg. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mood  have  been  born  five 
children : ( 1 ) Effie,  born  in  Middle  Smithfield 

township,  in  1867,  is  now  the  wife  of  Edward  Car- 
penter, a telegraph  operator  for  the  Western  rail- 
road at  Dunfield,  N.  J.,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, Lloyd,  Esther,  Iva  and  Byron.  (2)  Willis, 
born  in  1870,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  re- 
ceived a public  school  education.  In  1898  he 
married  Maggie  Transue,  the  accomplished  daugh- 
ter of  Ananias  and  Sarah  Transue,  residents  of 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county ; her  father  is 
a veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  (3)  Gilbert,  born  in 
1875,  was  drowned  in  the  Delaware  river  while  out 
skating  for  pleasure.  He  was  a young  man  of  great 
promise,  at  that  time  serving  as  telegraph  operator 
in  New  Jersey,  and  was  beloved  and  respected  by 
all  of  his  acquaintances.  (4)  James  P.  and  (5) 
John  Stock,  both  died  in  childhood. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Mood  engaged  in 
teaching  school  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  for  a time, 
but  in  1869  he  returned  to  Monroe  county  and  pur- 
chased his  father-in-law’s  old  homestead,  four  miles 
east  of  Shawnee  on  the  road  leading  to  Bushkill. 
Upon  the  place  he  has  erected  a comfortable  resi- 
dence and  made  many  other  useful  and  valuable 
improvements,  which  make  it  one  of  the  best  and 
most  attractive  farms  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship. Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  as  school  director  and  town 
clerk  for  one  term  each.  Fraternally  he  is  a promi- 
nent member  of  Wadsworth  Post,  No.  150,  G.  A.  R., 
while  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Woman’s  Relief, 
an  auxiliary  of  the  post,  and  his  son  Willis  is  a 
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member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  Religiously  they 
are  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  the  family  is  one  of  prominence  socially.  A 
man  of  strong  individuality  and  indubitable  probity, 
one  who  has  attained  a fair  measure  of  success  in 
life,  and  whose  influence  is  always  felt  on  the  side 
of  right,  this  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war 
assuredly  demands  representation  in  this  volume. 

ROMAIN  WHITTAKER,  who  since  1894  has 
been  one  of  the  trusted  employes  at  Forest  Park,  in 
Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  and  well-liked  citizens  of  his  locality,  worthy 
in  every  way  of  the  honored  name  he  bears,  which 
has  for  years  been  a highly  respected  one  in  Leh- 
man township.  Mr.  Whittaker  was  born  August 
13,  1864,  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  son  of  Luke  and 
Sarah  E.  (Bensley)  Whittaker,  who  now  reside  in 
Porter  township,  and  grandson  of  William  Whit- 
taker, whose  parents,  Rev.  John  and  Sarah  (Kase) 
Whittaker,  were  the  first  of  this  family  to  come  to 
America  from  the  mother  country,  England. 

Luke  Whittaker  was  born  February  19,  1836, 
in  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  and  he  has  car- 
ried on  farming  and  lumbering  all  his  life.  For 
six  years  he  also  conducted  a sawmill.  On  May 
19,  1858,  he  was  married,  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Bensley,  who  was  born  in  Lehman 
township,  October  18,  1834,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Sallie  A.  (Clifford)  Bensley,  and  six  children  came 
to  them,  namely  : William  H.,  born  October  8,  1859, 
is  a lumberman  in  Sullivan  county,  Penn ; he  mar- 
ried Maggie  Wagner.  Ella,  born  May  5,  1861,  is 
married  to  Robert  Gurley,  and  resides  in  New 
York  City.  John  T.,  born  in  1863,  died  young.  Ro- 
main,  born  August  13,  1864,  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Jennie,  now  deceased,  was  married  to  Wil- 
liam J.  Reinhart.  Edward  R.,  born  October  1,  1870, 
is  a lumberman  in  Sullivan  county ; he  is  unmar- 
ried. Mr.  Whittaker  is  one  of  the  respected,  in- 
telligent citizens  of  Porter  township,  where  he  owns 
a fine  farm  of  fifty-five  acres. 

Romain  Whittaker  acquired  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood  and 
lived  with  his  parents  until  fourteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  commenced  lumbering.  For  a time  he  was 
employed  on  the  Paupac  river,  thence  going  to  Sul- 
livan county,  where  he  continued  until  1890,  and 
for  the  succeeding  four  years  he  was  again  under 
the  parental  roof,  living  with  the  family  in  Porter 
township.  During  this  time  he  was  engaged  in 
managing  a sawmill  for  Joseph  Campbell.  In  1894 
Mr.  Whittaker  came  to  Forest  Park  and  accepted 
the  responsible  position  which  he  has  held  there 
ever  since,  at  first  in  the  employ  of  Jacob  Otten- 
heimer,  and  after  his  decease,  with  E.  V.  Skinner 
and  Max  Strauss,  who  bought  the  place  and  have 
conducted  it  up  to  the  present  writing.  The  park, 
which  is  located  seventeen  miles  from  Stroudsburg 
and  four  miles  from  Bushkill,  comprises  in  all  over 
17,000  acres  of  land,  on  the  improvement  and  beau- 
tifying of  which  Mr.  Ottenheimer  spent  about 


$200,000,  and  it  is  an  ideal  resort,  with  every  facil- 
ity for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  guests,  being 
equipped  in  the  most  modern  manner.  Mr.  Whit- 
taker is  foreman  of  the  watchmen  on  this  property, 
and  during  the  winter  season  he  cares  for  the  place 
and  acts  as  outside  manager.  He  is  necessarily  a 
hard  worker,  the  duties  of  his  incumbency  demand- 
ing constant  attention,  but  he  has  proved  thoroughly 
capable  and  reliable  in  this  capacity,  and  has  won 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  employers  and  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  He  is  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  community  in  which  he 
makes  his  home,  and  has  a wide  acquaintance 
throughout  Lehman  township. 

Mr.  Whittaker  was  married  at  Milford,  Pike 
county,  on  December  29,  1884,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Schoonover,  and  they  have  had  seven  children, 
namely:  Luke,  Harrison,  John,  George,  Brentley, 

Frank  and  Raferty.  Mr.  Whittaker  is  a Republican 
in  political  connection.  Mrs.  Whittaker  was  born  in 
Lehman  township  July  29,  1867,  one  of  the  eleven 
children  of  Ezekiel  R.  and  Hannah  D.  (Heller) 
Schoonover,  the  former  of  whom  was  a son  of  Ira 
and  Sarah  (Ladle)  Schoonover,  and  a grandson 
of  Ezekiel  and  Barbara  (Garris)  Schoonover;  the 
mother  was  a daughter  of  John  D.  and  Catherine 
(Labar)  Heller.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schoonover  reside 
on  their  farm  in  Lehman  township,  where  he  is  a 
prominent  citizen,  having  held  various  local  offices ; 
at  present  he  is  serving  as  supervisor,  in  which  in- 
cumbency he  has  been  retained  a number  of  years. 
Of  their  children,  Chauneey  D.,  born  January  25, 
1864,  died  in  1875.  Sylvester  L.,  born  April  8,  1865, 
is  a farmer  in  Lehman  township.  Jennie  is  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  John  I.,  born  in  1869,  married  Liz- 
zie Beck,  and  is  a lumberman  in  McKean  county, 
Penn.  Maggie,  born  in  1872,  married  Conrad 
Kensley she  is  now  deceased.  Minnie,  born  in 
1873,  is  the  wife  of  Philip  Slaffer,  who  conducts  a 
bakery  in  Scranton,  Penn.  William  was  born  in 
1875.  Walter,  born  in  1877,  is  in  McKean  county. 
Van,  born  in  1879,  Branchville,  N.  J.  James, 
born  in  1881,  and  Edward,  born  in  1883,  are  with 
their  parents. 

ABRAHAM  BUSH,  a leading  agriculturist 
and  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  citizens 
of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  was  born  in 
November,  1849,  on  the  farm  where  he  still  resides, 
a son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Bush.  The 
father  was  born  in  the  same  township,  in  1809,  his 
parents,  Nicholas  and  Hannah  (Brutzman)  Bush, 
being  early  settlers  of  the  county.  The  grandfather, 
who  was  a native  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  cleared 
and  developed  a farm  in  Paradise  township,  on 
which  both  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days. 
Their  children  were : Jacob,  Henry,  Joseph,  Fred- 
erick, Sallie  (wife  of  Benjamin  Bush,  of  Paradise 
township),  Betsy  (wife  of  David  Heller,  of  the 
same  township),  Susan  (wife  of  Abram  Steen,  of 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county),  and  Christina 
(who  died  unmarried). 
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Joseph  Bush,  our  subject’s  father,  was  reared 
in  Paradise  township  and  received  a limited  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Pocono  township.  In  1840 
he  was  married  and  located  in  the  former  town- 
ship, where  he  bought  a tract  of  wild  land,  which 
he  cleared  and  cultivated.  This  small  farm  he 
finally  sold  and  then  moved  to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  but 
remained  there  only  a short  time.  On  his  return 
he  purchased  the  present  homestead  of  the  family, 
which  at  that  time  was  still  in  its  primitive  condition, 
but  to  the  work  of  improvement  and  cultivation  he 
at  once  turned  his  attention  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  had  a good  farm,  on  which  he  had  erected 
a pleasant  residence,  substantial  barns  and  outbuild- 
ings. Here  he  passed  away  in  June,  1871,  and  his 
wife,  who  survived  him  many  years,  died  in  1896. 
Both  were  earnest,  consistent  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  gave  liberally  to  its  support, 
and  were  instrumental  in  building  the  church  in 
Pocono  township,  where  they  worshiped.  Their 
lives  were  ever  in  harmony  with  their  professions, 
and  they  justly  merited  the  high  esteem  in  which 
they  were  uniformly  held.  Politically  the  father 
was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  eight 
children,  as  follows:  (1)  Julia  A.,  born  in  1841 

in  Paradise  township,  married  Simon  Wagoner,  of 
the  same  township,  and  they  now  reside  in  Elk 
county,  Penn.  They  have  thirteen  children.  (2) 
Melchoir,  born  in  September,  1843,  on  the  old  home- 
stead, married  Ellen  Storm  and  lives  in  Paradise 
township.  (3)  Charles  A.,  a resident  of  Price 
township,  Monroe  county,  is  represented  elsewhere. 
(4)  Amanda  J.,  born  in  November,  1849,  married 
Richard  Fritz,  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  and  they 
made  their  home  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe 
county,  where  she  died,  leaving  one  daughter,  An- 
nie M.,  now  the  wife  of  Morris  Bush,  of  Pocono 
township.  (5)  Abraham  is  mentioned  further  on. 
(6)  Mary  E.,  born  in  March,  1854,  married  Mah- 
lon  Storm,  of  Paradise  township,  and  died  leaving 
three  children — Gamion,  Ida  (wife  of  Peter  War- 
ner), and  Martha.  (7)  Sarah,  born  in  June,  1857, 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Paradise  township 
and  in  1878  married  George  Metzgar,  of  that  town- 
ship. For  eighteen  years  they  made  their  home  in 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  for  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  Company,  but 
since  November,  1897,  have  lived  on  the  old  home- 
stead with  her  brother.  Two  children  were  born 
to  them,  but  the  elder,  Edward,  died  in  childhood. 
Bertha  M.,  born  in  October,  1880,  is  a bright  schol- 
arly young  lady,  who  was  educated  in  the  high 
school  of  Scranton.  (8)  Joseph,  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  married  Laura  Brutzman,  of  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Earl  and 
Clarence.  The  children  were  reared  in  the  faith  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  all  have  be- 
come honored  and  useful  members  of  society,  highly 
respected  in  the  various  communities  in  which  they 
reside. 

Abraham  Bush,  our  subject,  is  indebted  to  the 


public  schools  of  Monroe  county  for  his  educational 
privileges,  and  his  business  training  was  obtained 
upon  the  home  farm,  where  he  has  spent  his  entire 
life  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
After  his  father’s  death  he  purchased  the  interests 
of  the  other  heirs  in  the  homestead  and  in  its  opera- 
tion he  has  prospered.  Always  a dutiful  son,  greatly 
loved  by  his  parents,  he  ministered  to  their  com- 
forts during  their  declining  years  and  carefully 
looked  after  all  their  interests.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Protective  Association 
of  Paradise,  and  politically  he  is  a stalwart  sup- 
porter of  the  Democracy.  His  sister,  Mrs.  Metzgar, 
who  is  a lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  now  pre- 
sides with  gracious  dignity  over  his  home. 

ALBERT  S.  DINGMAN,  who  holds  a promi- 
nent place  among  the  well-to-do  general  farmers  of 
Delaware  township,  is  a representative  of  one  of 
the  best  known  and  most  highly  respected  families 
of  Pike  county.  He  was  born  May  9,  1854,  on  the 
farm  then  occupied  by  his  father,  three  miles  below 
the  place  he  now  owns  and  operates,  and  is  a son 
of  Solomon  H.  and  Sarah  E.  (Beemer)  Dingman, 
the  former  of  whom  was  in  his  day  a well-known 
citizen  of  this  section. 

Solomon  H.  Dingman  was  born  September  20, 
1824,  in  Delaware  township,  Pike  county,  son  of 
Martin  W.  Dingman,  who  was  also  a native  of  Dela- 
ware township.  He  was  married  at  Deckertown, 
N.  J.,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Beemer,  who  was  born  in 
that  town,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Zilla  (Adams) 
Beemer,  farming  people  of  Sussex  county,  and  their 
union  was  blessed  with  three  children : Jacob,  who 
died  young ; Albert  S.,  whose  name  introduces  these 
lines ; and  Sarah  M.,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Dingman  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven, 
and  Mr.  Dingman  subsequently  married  her  sister, 
who  now  makes  her  home  with  our  subject.  No 
children  were  born  to  the  second  marriage.  For  a 
number  of  years  Mr.  Dingman  lived  on  the  prop- 
erty he  owned  three  miles  below  Dingman,  thence 
removing  to  Milford,  Pike  county,  where  he  lived 
retired  for  seven  years,  and  in  1876  settling  on  the 
farm  now  owned  and  cultivated  by  his  son  in  Dela- 
ware township,  which  he  purchased  of  a Mr.  Adams. 
It  comprises  118  acres  of  valuable  farm  land.  Mr. 
Dingman  was  in  his  day  a man  of  considerable  local 
prominence,  and  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  various 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  the  township, 
the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  the  faith- 
fulness and  thoroughness  which  characterized  all 
his  actions.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the 
Democratic  party.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  Dela- 
ware township  August  20,  1892,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  Deckertown,  N.  J.,  where  his  wife’s  remains  are 
also  interred. 

Albert  S.  Dingman  was  inducted  into  the  mys- 
teries of  culture  under  his  father’s  tuition,  and  he 
farmed  with  him  continuously  until  competent  to 
engage  in  that  calling  on  his  own  account.  His 
farm  is  a fine  tract  of  river  bottom  land,  well  im- 
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proved  and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  up-to-date  farm- 
ers in  this  region,  having  a property  of  which  he 
may  well  be  proud.  He  devotes  all  his  time  and 
attention  to  his  agricultural  interests,  taking  no  ac- 
tive part  in  public  or  social  affairs,  but  he  is 
nevertheless  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  township’s 
most  valuable  citizens,  and  he  is  respected  wherever 
known,  for  his  many  sterling  qualities  of  character 
as  well  as  for  his  substantial  business  worth. 

JAMES  C.  HANNA  is  one  of  the  thrifty  and 
industrious  citizens  of  Delaware  township,  Pike 
county,  and  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
its  agricultural  interests  for  many  years. 

A native  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Hanna  was  born 
in  Bushkill,  Monroe  county,  January  13,  1828,  and 
is  a son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Brink)  Hanna, 
the  former  also  a native  of  Bushkill,  the  latter  of 
Coshocton,  Penn.  They  were  married  at  Bushkill, 
where  they  continued  to  reside  until  1830,  when 
they  came  to  Milford,  Pike  county,  but  in  the  fall 
of  1859  removed  to  Leona,  Mich.,  and  there  made 
their  home  until  called  from  this  life.  The  father, 
who  was  a mason  by  trade,  died  in  September,  1881, 
aged  eighty-three  years  ; the  mother  in  March,  1885, 
aged  seventy-nine.  Their  children  were  Abbv,  de- 
ceased wife  of  John  Drake;  James  C.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch ; Eli,  who  married  Anna  Ferguson 
and  is  now  deceased;  John,  a farmer  of  Caro,  Mich., 
who  married;  George,  (deceased),  who  married 
Ada  Pickel ; William,  who  married,  and  conducted 
a grocery  store  and  tavern  in  Leona,  Mich. ; and 
Robert,  who  married,  and  is  a mason  of  Caro,  Mich. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  both  died 
at  Bushkill,  Pike  county,  Penn.,  where  the  grand- 
father (Robert  Hanna)  engaged  in  farming.  The 
maternal  grandparents,  James  and  Abigail  (Conk- 
lin) Brink,  also  farming  people,  were  born  in 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  died  in  Pike  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority  James  C.  Hanna 
assisted  in  the  operation  of  his  father’s  farm,  and 
the  following  three  years  engaged  in  teaming  for 
the  New  York  & Erie  Railroad  Co.  during  the  con- 
struction of  their  road.  For  two  years  he  was 
employed  in  building  the  Scranton  railroad,  and 
then  he  and  his  uncle,  Nicholas  Brink,  rented  a 
farm  in  Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  which 
they  operated  together  until  our  subject’s  marriage, 
when  he  became  sole  manager,  remaining  there  un- 
til 1861.  Subsequently  he  lived  on  several  different 
farms  in  Pike  county,  but  in  1878  purchased  his 
present  place,  which  at  one  time  consisted  of  226 
acres,  but  having  sold  50  acres,  he  now  has  176 
acres.  The  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  farm 
indicates  his  careful  supervision,  and  shows  that 
he  thoroughly  understands  his  chosen  calling.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a Democrat,  and  though 
he  has  never  aspired  to  office,  he  most  efficiently 
served  as  supervisor  of  his  township  for  one  year. 

On  January  2,  1858,  in  Delaware  township, 


Pike  county,  Mr.  Hanna  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Drake,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  the  following  children  : Allen,  at  home  ; John, 
who  married  Jennie  Reigney,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Delaware  township ; Mary,  wife  of  Au- 
gust Mercer,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  and  the 
sawmill  business  in  Porter  township,  Pike  county ; 
William,  who  married  Martha  Kerns,  and  follows 
farming  in  Delaware  township ; and  Emily,  Bertha 
and  James,  all  at  home. 

Mrs.  Hanna  was  born  in  Dingman  township, 
Pike  county,  July  25,  1830,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Susan  (White)  Drake,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  township.  Pier  father  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers  and  influential 
citizens  of  his  community,  and  at  one  time  served 
as  treasurer  of  Pike  county.  He  died  in  1857  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  his  wife  in  1S88,  at  the 
extreme  old  age  of  ninety-three.  Their  children 
were  Redman  (deceased),  who  married  Tabitha 
Watson  ; Ella,  deceased  wife  of  Richmond  Compton; 
Susan  A.,  widow  of  Jacob  Dwin,  of  Scranton, 
Penn.;  John  (deceased),  who  married  Alla  Hanna; 
Emily  J.,  deceased  wife  of  John  Whiticker,  of  Ding- 
man’s  Ferry;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  our  subject. 
Mrs.  Lianna’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Joshua 
and  Nellie  (Hagerty)  Drake,  who  died  in  Dingman 
township,  and  her  maternal  grandfather  was  Adam 
White. 

CHARLES  H.  SMITH,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Seelyville,  is  one  of  the  wealthy  influential  citi- 
zens of  Wayne  county,  and  is  a representative 
illustration  of  the  thrifty  German  who,  coming  to 
this  country  in  the  hope  of  bettering  his  condition, 
financially  and  otherwise,  makes  a substantial  for- 
tune and  good  position  for  himself,  and  at  the  same 
time  becomes  a valuable  member  of  the  community 
in  which  he  settles. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a native  of  the  Fatherland,  born 
in  February,  1845,  i’1  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtem- 
berg.  He  is  a son  of  John  Frederick  Smith  and 
a grandson  of  John  Jacob  Smith,  both  of  whom 
were  dyers  by  trade  and  followed  that  occupation 
in  Germany.  The  grandfather  was  born  in  1781, 
and  died  in  1855.  His  first  wife  died  before  Charles 
H.  Smith  was  born,  leaving  three  children,  namely : 
John  Frederick;  Elizabeth,  who  married  in  Ger- 
many and  died  there,  leaving  a family  of  children ; 
and  Mary  (Mrs.  Heldmeier),  who  died  in  April 
1892.  For  his  second  wife  John  J.  Smith  married 
Hannah  Herter,  by  whom  he  had  four  children : 
Andrew,  who  died  when  nineteen  years  old ; Louis, 
who  is  a butcher  in  Germany ; Emily,  who  died  the 
same  year  she  was  born ; and  Wilhelmina,  who  lives 
in  Germany. 

John  Frederick  Smith  was  born  April  1,  1810, 
in  Calw,  Wurtemberg,  and  in  Germany  married 
Louisa  Kerner,  who  was  born  December  5,  1814. 
In  1847  they  came  to  this  country,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  settled  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  living  first 
at  Honesdale,  and  in  1853  taking  up  their  home  in 
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Seelyville ; they  spent  the  latter  years  of  their  life 
on  a farm  near  that  town.  After  coming  to  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Smith  did  not  follow  his  trade, 
but  worked  in  various  capacities  for  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  Co.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom,  Mary,  died  in  Germany  when 
about  thirteen  years  old ; Gustave  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Smith  N Son  at 
Seelyville ; Emily  died  in  Germany  in  infancy , 
Frederick  died  in  Honesdale,  Penn.,  when  eleven 
years  old;  Charles  H.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch;  Fredrica  is  deceased;  the  youngest,  Emily, 
born  in  this  country,  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
They  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their 
marriage  on  February  7,  1887,  and  lived  several 
years  afterward,  the  mother  passing  away  Septem- 
ber 26,  1891,  the  father  February  26,  1892. 

Charles  LI.  Smith  came  to  America  with  his 
parents  in  1847,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Wayne  county,  receiving  his  schooling  in  the  public 
institutions  of  Honesdale  and  Seelyville.  He 
commenced  work  in  the  woolen-mills  at  Seelyville, 
where  he  was  employed  steadily  for  about  eight 
years,  during  which  time  by  economy  and  frugal 
living  he  managed  to  save  enough  to  warrant  him 
in  starting  out  in  business  on  his  own  account.  In 
partnership  with  his  older  brother  Gustave  he  em- 
barked in  the  sawmill  business  in  Seelyville,  where 
they  later  established  a general  mercantile  store, 
which  they  conducted  together  for  twenty  years, 
at  the  same  time  carrying  on  a creamery  and  two 
sawmills.  They  prospered  beyond  their  highest 
expectations,  but*  their  success  was  deserved,  for 
they  continued  as  they  had  begun,  adhering  to  the 
principles  of  honesty  and  never-ceasing  industry 
which  had  been  instilled  into  their  minds  from  their 
earliest  years,  and  maintaining  a reputation  for  in- 
tegrity unsullied  by  doubtful  transactions.  After 
opening  the  merchandise  business  in  Seelyville 
they  succeeded  in  having  the  post  office  located  at 
that  place.  During  the  years  the  brothers  were  in 
partnership  Charles  H.  Smith  had  charge  of  the 
sawmills,  and  he  finally  sold  out  his  interest  in  the 
mercantile  branch  and  turned  his  attention  to  the 
manufacture  of  lumber,  which  at  the  present  day 
occupies  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  is  his  chief 
care.  Mr.  Smith  recently  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
mill  by  fire,  but  he  continues  to  buy  and  manufac- 
ture for  the  trade,  and  does  an  extensive  and  profit- 
able business.  Mr.  Smith  should  be  given  great 
credit  for  his  continuous  advancement  along  the 
road  to  prosperity,  for  when  he  began  working  in 
the  woolen-mills  he  received  a mere  pittance,  out 
of  which  he  laid  by,  with  true  German  thrift,  as 
much  as  possible,  in  order  to  branch  out  on  his  own 
account.  His  progress  has  been  sure  and  steady  and 
at  the  present  day  he  ranks  among  the  best  and 
most  substantial  citizens  of  the  county,  and  has  a 
competence  which  enables  him  to  live  in  comfort 
and  even  luxury,  and  which  it  is  hoped  he  may 
long  be  permitted  to  enjoy. 


On  January  19,  1869,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Zelland,  a native  of 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  they  have  had  two  chil- 
dren, William,  who  owns  a shirt  factory  at  Hones- 
dale, and  Almeda,  unmarried,  who  lives  with  her 
parents. 

SYLVESTER  L.  SCHOONOVER,  present 
assessor  of  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  is  one 
of  the  best-known  and  most  successful  of  the 
younger  agriculturists  of  this  section  of  the  county. 
He  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
Lehman  township,  being  a great-great-grandson  of 
Nicholas  Schoonover,  and  here  he  has  also  passed 
his  entire  life,  having  been  born  in  Lehman  town- 
ship April  8,  1865,  son  of  Ezekiel  R.  and  Hannah 
D.  (Heller)  Schoonover. 

Ezekiel  and  Barbara  (Garris)  Schoonover,  the 
great-grandparents  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch,  were  farming  people  in  Pike 
county,  and  Mr.  Schoonover  was  one  of  the  active 
citizens  of  his  neighborhood,  holding  a number  of 
local  offices,  and  taking  a prominent  part  in  the 
affairs  of  his  community.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Ira;  Leonard,  who  died  unmar- 

ried ; Hannah,  Mrs.  Peter  Walter,  deceased ; and 
Jonathan,  now  deceased,  who  married  Mary  A.  Pos- 
ten,  and,  after  her  death,  Mary  A.  Staples. 

Ira  Schoonover  was  born  in  Lehman  township, 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  place,  and  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  becoming  a farmer 
by  occupation.  He  was  one  of  the  most  respected 
men  of  his  day  in  the  township,  being  a leader  in 
public,  social  and  religious  circles,  and  he  was  a 
fine  example  of  the  Christian  citizen — honorable  in 
his  dealings  with  all,  and  esteemed  accordingly. 
He  held  a number  of  minor  public  offices,  and  for 
years  was  a class-leader  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a devout  member,  also,  at  different 
times,  serving  as  trustee  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  in  that  Society.  His  political  sym- 
pathies were  with  the  Democratic  party.  Ira 
Schoonover  married  Miss  Sarah  Ladle,  who  was 
born  in  1809  in  Lehman  township,  and  four  children 
came  to  their  union,  as  follows : Chauncey  D., 

born  in  1840;  Ezekiel  R.,  December  1,  1842;  Cather- 
ine, in  1844;  Austin,  in  1849.  The  eldest  son  is  a 
carpenter,  and  resides  in  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; he 
married  Maria  Dickerson.  Catherine  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Kinney,  a farmer  of  Monroe  county. 
Austin  is  engaged  in  milling  in  East  Stroudsburg, 
Penn. ; he  married  Lizzie  Fellenger.  The  father 
died  in  May,  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Swartwood  cemetery. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  March,  1862. 

Ezekiel  R.  Schoonover  was  born  December  1, 
1842,  in  Lehman  township,  where  he  received  his 
early  training.  He  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  his  majority,  helping  his  father  with  the 
work  about  the  farm,  and  for  the  three  years  follow- 
ing was  engaged  in  helping  other  farmers,  finally 
going  to  Tobvhanna,  Monroe  county,  where  he 
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commenced  lumbering.  After  nine  years  at  that 
vocation  he  returned  to  Pike  county,  and  located 
upon  the  farm  in  Lehman  township,  which  he  has 
since  occupied,  renting  the  place  for  twelve  years, 
after  which  he  purchased  it.  Here  he  has  carried 
on  general  farming,  with  the  exception  of  two  years, 
during  which  he  conducted  a boarding-house  at 
Peck’s  Mill,  and  he  has  succeeded  in  bringing  his 
land  into  a most  productive  state,  acquiring  a com- 
fortable competence  in  the  years  of  toil  which  he 
has  spent  upon  it.  Mr.  Schoonover  has  at  various 
times  been  honored  with  election  to  local  office  by 
his  fellow-citizens  in  Lehman  township,  and  he  has 
served  four  years  as  school  director  and  eight  years 
as  supervisor,  to  which  latter  incumbency  he  was 
again  called  in  1898.  He  has  taken  a public-spirited 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  township,  but  he  has 
nevertheless  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  his  private  affairs,  and  he  has  never 
sought  office.  Politically  he  is  a loyal  Democrat. 

On  October  18,  1862,  Mr.  Schoonover  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Plannah  D.  Heller, 
who  is  also  a native  of  Lehman  township,  born 
January  23,  1837,  daughter  of  John  D.  and  Cather- 
ine (Labar)  Pleller.  Mr.  Heller  was  engaged  in 
farming  in  the  township,  and  also  followed  the  trade 
of  harness  maker.  Hannah  D.  was  third  in  a family 
of  seven  children,  viz. : Amanda,  deceased,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Flint;  Mary,  Mrs.  George  Nick- 
son,  deceased ; Hannah  D.,  Mrs.  Schoonover ; Oli- 
ver, a farmer  of  Lehman  township ; Jane,  who  was 
twice  married,  her  first  husband  being  Daniel 
Bazett;  Maria,  Mrs.  William  Barns,  of  Susque- 
hanna, Penn. ; and  Maggie,  Mrs.  James  Smith,  de- 
ceased. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schoonover  came  eleven 
children,  viz. : Chauncey  D.,  born  January  25,  1864. 
died  in  1875.  Sylvester  L.  is  the  subject  proper  of 
these  lines.  Jennie,  born  July  29,  1867,  is  the  wife 
of  Romain  Whittaker,  of  Lehman  township,  who  is 
outside  manager  for  the  Forest  Park  Association. 
John  I.,  born  in  1869,  is  engaged  in  lumbering  in 
McKean  county,  Penn. ; he  married  Lizzie  Beck. 
Maggie,  born  in  1872,  became  the  wife  of  Conrad 
Kensley;  she  is  deceased.  Minnie,  born  in  1873, 
the  wife  of  Philip  Slafifer,  who  carries  on  a bakery 
in  Scranton,  Penn.  William  was  born  in  1875. 
Walter,  born  in  1877,  is  now  M McKean  county, 
Penn.  Van,  born  in  1879,  is  M Branchville,  N.  J. 
James,  born  in  1881,  and  Edward,  born  in  1883,  are 
living  at  home. 

Sylvester  L.  Schoonover  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Lehman  township,  and  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
learning  agriculture  in  all  its  branches  with  his 
father.  For  three  years  after  commencing  life  on 
his  own  account  he  worked  among  farmers,  and, 
off  and  on,  with  his  father,  and  when  twenty-four 
years  old  he  went  to  Williamsport,  Penn.,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  lumbering  for  one  season  with  Coch- 
ran & Co.  The  next  year  he  was  employed  in 
lumbering  in  Pike  county,  and  he  subsequently  spent 
three  years  in  Sullivan  county,  and  worked  in  dif- 


ferent parts  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  On 
March  12,  1892,  he  settled  on  the  farm  in  Lehman 
township,  which  he  still  occupies,  and  which  he  pur- 
chased, and  here  he  carries  on  general  farming.  He 
is  thrifty  and  up-to-date  in  his  agricultural  work, 
and  by  steady  industry  and  good  management  has 
increased  the  value  and  fertility  of  his  property 
materially,  now  occupying  an  enviable  standing 
among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  locality.  He 
is  well  and  favorably  known  to  the  residents  of  Leh- 
man township,  and  in  1898  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  assessor,  which  he  is  now  filling  in  a most 
capable  manner.  In  politics,  like  his  father  and 
grandfather  before  him,  he  is  a stanch  Democrat. 

In  June,  1892,  Sylvester  L.  Schoonover  was 
married,  at  Jersey,  to  Miss  Mary  Staples,  and  two 
children  have  blessed  their  union,  Leanna  and 
Willie.  Mrs.  Schoonover  was  born  February  3, 
1857,  in  Priceburg,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  daughter 
of  Moses  P.  and  Ellen  (Posten)  Staples,  of  Monroe 
county,  who  had  five  children,  viz. : Richard  E., 

who  is  employed  in  the  railroad  office  at  Scranton, 
Penn.;  Frank,  residing  in  Scranton;  Jeremiah,  of 
Minnesota ; Moses,  in  the  employ  of  the  railway 
company  at  Scranton ; and  Mary,  Mrs.  Schoonover. 
The  father  enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  was  not  heard  from  after  going  to  the  front. 
The  mother  subsequently  married  Peter  Albert,  who 
is  now  deceased,  and  they  had  one  daughter, 
Blanche,  who  lives  with  her  mother  in  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 

CHARLES  HALLET,  one  of  the  representa- 
tive and  prominent  citizens  of  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  with  whose  agricultural 
interests  he  has  been  identified  for  many  years,  is 
a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Mt.  Bethel,  North- 
ampton county,  in  September,  1830,  and  is  a son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (La  Bar)  Hallet,  the  latter 
a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  La  Bar,  early 
settlers  of  Northampton  county.  Our  subject’s 
father  was  born  in  1797  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
where  his  father,  Isaac  Hallet,  spent  his  entire  life, 
engaged  in  farming.  In  the  latter’s  family  were 
six  children,  namely : James,  who  became  a resi- 

dent of  Monroe  county.  Penn. ; Daniel,  who  mar- 
ried and  settled  on  the  old  homestead  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  his  death  occurred;  William, 
father  of  our  subject;  Charles,  who  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  New  York  City,  and  there  died; 
Abby,  wife  of  Thomas  DeCoby,  of  New  York  City; 
and  Phoebe,  wife  of  Horace  Peck,  a business  man 
of  the  same  place.  At  an  early  day  William  Hallet 
removed  to  Northampton  county,  Penn.,  and  lo- 
cated upon  a farm,  where  he  died  in  1865.  His  wife, 
who  was  born  in  1800,  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
in  1881. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  chil- 
dren as  follows,  all  born  in  Northampton  county : 
Joseph,  born  in  1822,  is  now  a resident  of  Sprague- 
ville,  Penn. ; John,  born  in  1837,  is  married  and  re- 
sides near  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where  he  is  employed 
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as  walking  boss  on  the  railroad;  Benjamin  resides 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Northampton  county;  Mar- 
garet is  the  widow  of  James  La  Bar,  and  lives  near 
Spragueville,  Monroe  county ; Susanna,  born  in 
1839,  *s  the  wife  of  Barnet  Lambert,  who  lives  at 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  Smithfield  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  they  have  a large  family ; and  Charles 
is  our  subject. 

In  much  the  usual  manner  of  farm  boys  Charles 
Hallet  passed  his  early  life  upon  the  old  home  farm 
in  Northampton  county,  receiving  the  benefits  of  a 
public-school  education.  When  a young  man  he 
was  employed  as  foreman  for  Ryman  & Bros.,  and 
also  for  the  Boston  State  Co.  for  eighteen  years, 
and  as  workman  twelve  years.  After  his  first  mar- 
riage he  purchased  a home  at  Portland,  Northamp- 
ton county,  where  he  resided  until  1866,  when  he 
bought  a farm  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county, 
living  thereon  for  twenty  years  while  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits. 

In  1852  Mr.  Hallet  wedded  Miss  Catherine 
Neff,  of  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  George 
and  Mary  Neff,  prominent  early  settlers  of  that 
county.  Mrs.  Hallet,  who  was  a consistent  Chris- 
tian woman,  died  on  the  farm  in  Stroud  township, 
leaving  eight  children — six  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters: (1)  William,  now  engaged  in  railroading 

at  Scranton,  Penn.,  married  Florence  Carson  and 
has  two  children.  (2)  Edward,  born  in  Northamp- 
ton county,  is  also  living  in  Scranton,  where  he  is 
in  the  employ  of  the  railroad  company ; he  married 
Susan  Brown,  of  Pocono,  Monroe  county,  and  they 
have  three  children.  (3)  Frank,  born  in  North- 
ampton county,  married  Amanda  Plattenburg,  of 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  is  a railroad  man 
of  Scranton,  where  he  resides  with  his  wife  and  two 
children:  Laura  and  Stanley.  (4)  Lewis,  born 

in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  is  also  a rail- 
road employe  living  in  Scranton.  (5)  Daniel,  a 
resident  of  Glenwood,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  married 
Teressa  Kishpaugh,  of  that  State,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Mabel.  (6)  Chester  is  still  with  his 
father  on  the  home  farm.  (7)  Elizabeth,  born  in 
Northampton  county,  is  now  the  wife  of  Jackson 
Utt,  chief  of  police  at  Slatington,  Lehigh  Co.,  Penn., 
and  they  have  four  children.  (8)  Isabel,  born  in 
Northampton  county,  is  the  wife  of  Mahlon  Brish, 
of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  a son  of 
Michael  Brish. 

In  1885,  Mr.  Hallet  married  his  second  wife, 
Miss  Lavina  Huffman,  who  was  born  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  in  February,  1841,  a daughter 
of  Abram  and  Mary  R.  Huffman.  After  the  death 
of  her  father  in  July,  1884,  she  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  she  and  her  husband  now  reside.  She  is 
an  earnest  and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  takes  an  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  its  work.  Politically  Mr.  Hallet  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Democracy,  and  while  a 
resident  of  Stroud  township  was  elected  to  the  of- 
fice of  supervisor,  which  he  filled  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  general  public  for 


two  terms.  Pie  also  served  as  school  director  two 
terms.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  Lehigh  county.  For  the 
success  that  he  has  achieved  in  life  he  deserves  great 
credit,  for  he  has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world 
unaided,  overcoming  all  obstacles  in  his  path  by  his 
perseverance  and  untiring  industry. 

WILLIAM  D.  WALKER,  a well-known  lum- 
berman, is  one  of  the  strong  characters  who  have 
become  an  integral  part  of  the  business  life  of 
Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county,  and  by  the  exercise  of 
his  powers  he  has  not  only  advanced  his  individual 
prosperity,  but  has  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  his 
community. 

A native  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Walker  was 
born  in  Clifton,  Lackawanna  county,  November  26, 
1848,  and  is  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Cam- 
eron) Walker,  both  natives  of  Scotland.  The  father 
was  born  in  Berwick,  July  19,  1810,  and  died  March 
2,  1878;  the  mother  was  born  in  Glasgow,  August 
13,  1818,  and  died  March  28,  1897,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Clifton,  Penn. 
They  were  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them, 
and  were  consistent  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Their  children  were  as  follows  : Mary  A., 
born  July  19,  1839,  at  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  married 
Rudolph  Grass  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years ; Peter,  born  December  6,  1840,  married  Sarah 
Hess,  of  New  Jersey,  and  is  now  a carpenter  and 
farmer  of  Belvidere,  that  State  ; Elizabeth,  born  Jan- 
uary 3,  1843,  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Drinker,  a brick 
manufacturer  of  Wisconsin;  Jessie,  born  August 
18,  1845,  and  Lydia,  born  in  August,  1846,  both  died 
in  infancy;  William  D.  is  next  in  the  family;  Mar- 
garet T.,  born  October  5,  1852,  is  mentioned  more 
fully  below ; and  Ellen  R.,  born  January  12,  1854, 
died  August  6,  1862. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents,  John  and 
Elizabeth  Walker,  were  born,  reared  and  married 
in  Berwick,  Scotland,  whence  about  1830  they  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Philadelphia, 
where  the  grandfather  was  employed  as  a saddler 
for  three  years.  He  then  removed  to  Clifton,  Penn., 
and  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  his  family  were  three  children : Peter,  Elizabeth 
and  John.  The  elder  son  came  to  the  United  States 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  located  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  was  married  ten  years  later  to 
Mary  Hamilton.  He  was  a Presbyterian  in  re- 
ligious faith,  and  was  a member  of  the  board  of 
education  in  that  city,  serving  as  its  president  for 
many  years  prior  to  his  death.  Our  subject’s  mater- 
nal grandparents,  David  and  Elizabeth  Cameron, 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 
They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children. 

William  D.  Walker  remained  with  his  parents 
until  they  were  called  from  this  life,  and  on  leaving 
Clifton  in  1881,  he  came  to  Gouldsboro,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  His  entire  business  life 
has  been  devoted  to  lumbering,  and  he  has  met  with 
a well-deserved  success  in  his  chosen  calling,  for  he 
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thoroughly  understands  the  business  in  every  detail, 
and  is  one  of  Wayne  county’s  most  upright  and 
honorable  business  men.  Being  a great  reader,  he 
is  well  posted  on  the  leading  questions  and  issues  of 
the  day,  and  is  also  familiar  with  the  best  literature. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons 
of  America,  and  politically  is  a stalwart  Republican. 
His  pleasant  home  is  presided  over  by  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Margaret  T.  Rhodes. 

Rev.  George  H.  Rhodes,  a prominent  Lutheran 
minister  (now  deceased),  was  born  near  Strouds- 
burg, Penn.,  a son  of  Thomas  W.  and  Mary  A. 
(Heller)  Rhodes,  of  Monroe  county,  Penn.  . His 
father,  who  was  a millwright,  farmer  and  lumber- 
man, died  in  1894,  and  his  mother  in  1852,  both 
being  buried  at  Cherry  Valley,  near  Stroudsburg. 
They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  and  German 
Reformed  Churches,  respectively.  The  children 
born  to  them  were:  Sydenhan,  Charles  L.,  Marion 
W.,  Edward,  George  H.,  Martha  and  Johnson  G. 
George  PI.  Rhodes  was  educated  at  Mullenbury 
College,  where  he  graduated  in  1872,  and  three  years 
later  he  completed  the  theological  course  and  grad- 
uated from  the  Philadelphia  Theological  Seminary. 
For  six  years  he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  and  as  a teacher  he  came  to  Gouldsboro  in 
1875.  Here  he  established  the  first  Lutheran  Church 
ever  organized  in  Wayne  county,  and  while  teach- 
ing he  would  preach  in  the  schoolhouse  on  Sunday. 
He  had  charge  of  the  congregation  at  Gouldsboro 
for  two  years,  and  was  one  of  the  most  influential 
and  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  place.  He  died 
April  2,  1881,  honored  by  all  who  knew  him,  and 
was  buried  at  Gouldsboro.  On  December  3,  1879, 
he  married  Miss  Margaret  T.  Walker,  by  whom  he 
had  one  son,  George  H.,  now  assistant  postmaster  at 
Gouldsboro. 

WILLIAM  B.  ICENWORTHY,  M.  D.,  of 
Milford,  Pike  county,  is  a talented  young  physician 
who  has  already  made  his  mark  in  his  profession, 
and  his  many  friends  look  forward  to  a successful 
career  for  him. 

Dr.  Kenworthy  comes  of  old  English  stock  in 
the  paternal  line,  and  his  grandfather,  John  Ken- 
worthy, a native  of  England,  came  to  America  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  settling  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  died.  Doubtless  our  subject  inherits  from  him 
his  aptitude  for  medical  science,  as  he  prepared  for 
the  profession,  although  he  did  not  practice.  He 
married  a Miss  Randall,  a native  of  Pennsylvania. 

James  Kenworthy,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Philadelphia,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  was  graduated  from  the  College  of  Phar- 
macy in  that  city.  During  the  last  years  of  the 
Civil  war  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  a drug  depart- 
ment, and  this  position  he  held  until  peace  was  re- 
stored. He  then  returned  to  Philadelphia  and  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business,  conducting  a store  there 
for  seventeen  years.  He  died  in  March,  1882,  at  the 
age  of  forty,  cutting  short  a most  useful  career. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Bartle,  a native  of 


Frankfort,  Penn.,  who  is  residing  with  our  sub- 
ject. Pier  father,  William  T.  Bartle,  was  a wealthy 
shipbuilder  of  Philadelphia,  and  was  prominent  in 
social  life,  being  a member  of  various  fraternal  or- 
ders, including  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was  also  iden- 
tified with  the  Manufacturers’  Club  and  the  old 
William  Penn  Hose  Company  of  Philadelphia.  His 
wife,  Emily  A.,  was  a native  of  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Dr.  Kenworthy,  our  subject,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 18,  1872,  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  was  the 
only  child  of  his  parents.  His  education  was  begun 
in  the  Friends  School  at  Philadelphia,  and  later  he 
attended  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  the 
high  school.  He  took  a course  in  the  Prichett  Busi- 
ness College,  and  then  spent  a year  as  a clerk  in  the 
drug  store  of  G.  Shinn,  of  Philadelphia.  In  1891 
he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Philadelphia,  and  on  graduating  in  1895  he 
passed  the  prescribed  examination  before  the  State 
board.  He  then  located  at  Dingmans  Ferry,  Pike 
county,  but  on  February  1,  1898,  he  opened  an  office 
in  Milford,  where  he  has  met  with  gratifying  suc- 
cess in  his  practice.  The  Doctor  has  not  married ; 
he  is  much  esteemed  socially,  and  is  a member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  of  Milford.  He  belongs  to  the 
A.  C.  Harmon  Club  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  politics 
is  a stanch  Republican. 

FRANCISCO  C.  RISLEY,  a representative 
farmer  and  stock  dealer  of  Springville  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  a native  of  that  county,  born 
in  Rush  township  May  22,  1849.  Throughout  life 
his  father,  Benjamin  Risley,  followed  the  black- 
smith’s trade,"and  from  Rush  township  he  came  to 
Springville,  spending  his  last  days,  however,  in 
Dimock  township,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
five  years.  The  wife  and  mother,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Mary  Ann  Johnson,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Amason  and  Zaloma  (Lins- 
ley)  Johnson,  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  Both 
were  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  father  affiliated  with  the  Republi- 
can party.  Their  children  were  Rinaldo,  who  died 
young;  Zaloma,  deceased  wife  of  Hudson  Gregory, 
of  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; Francisco  C.,  our  sub- 
ject; Agatha,  wife  of  George  Aldrich,  of  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y. ; Permelia,  wife  of  Landus  Meeks,  of 
Binghamton ; William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years ; James,  a blacksmith,  of  Binghamton ; 
Julia,  wife  of  Elijah  Edward,  of  Binghamton;  and 
Seneca,  a machinist,  of  the  same  place. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Francisco  C. 
Risley  attended  the  common  schools  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  he  worked  under  his  father  in 
the  blacksmith  shop  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
He  began  life  for  himself  as  a farmer  in  Springville 
township,  where  he  operated  rented  land  for  some 
years.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  purchased  a 
farm,  which  he  unfortunately  lost.  His  present 
home,  consisting  of  six  acres,  he  bought  in  1897, 
and  besides  this  he  owns  forty-three  acres  in  Spring- 
ville township.  He  is  now  successfully  engaged  in 
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general  farming  and  dairying,  and  also  speculates  in 
stock,  which  he  sells  at  Tunkhannock.  He  has  ten 
cows,  and  a flock  of  sheep. 

On  December  17,  1871,  Mr.  Risley  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Josephine  Aldrich,  who  was 
born  February  3,  1849,  a daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Matilda  (Philips)  Aldrich.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  and  died  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  December  10,  1879,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years ; her  mother,  who  is  a native  of  Lackawanna 
county,  Penn.,  is  still  living.  In  their  family  were 
seven  children,  namely:  James  K.,  a resident  of 

Spring'ville  township,  Susquehanna  county  ; Joseph- 
ine, wife  of  our  subject;  George,  a stone-cutter 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Catherine,  widow  of  Charles 
Warner,  and  a resident  of  Tunkhannock,  Penn. ; 
Byron,  a farmer  of  Dimock  township,  Susque- 
hanna county ; Susan,  wife  of  N.  H.  Sherman,  of 
Springville  township ; and  Aaron,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Risley  have 
three  children:  Walter,  born  September  14,  1872, 
is  clerking  in  Lynn,  Penn. ; Myrtle,  born  September 
2,  1877,  is  a resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and 
Lee,  born  April  4,  1881,  is  attending  school.  Mrs. 
Risley  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Our  subject  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  takes  little  interest  in  politics 
aside  from  voting.  Lie  gives  his  support,  however, 
to  those  measures  which  he  believes  calculated  to 
prove  of  public  benefit,  and  is  recognized  as  a valued 
citizen  of  his  community. 

RICHARD  T.  PIERCE,  a prominent  repre- 
sentative of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Prompton, 
Wayne  county,  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Cornwall, 
England,  January  7,  1842,  a son  of  Thomas  and 
Ann  (Pike)  Pearce,  also  natives  of  that  country. 
The  father  spelled  the  name  Pearce,  but  our  subject 
changed  to  the  present  mode,  as  it  was  spelled  in 
that  way  on  many  of  his  papers,  including  his  dis- 
charge from  the  army. 

In  1832  Thomas  Pearce  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  about  ten  years  while  in  the  employ  of  the 
Delaware  & Hudson  railroad.  He  then  returned  to 
England,  where  he  was  married  and  continued  to 
reside  until  1847,  coming  to  this  country  again  in 
that  year.  As  before,  he  located  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  but  in  1866  came  to  Prompton, 
where  he  made  his  home  with  our  subject  until 
called  to  his  final  rest  December  9,  1875,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven  years.  The  mother  died  in  1890, 
aged  seventy-four  years,  and  was  laid  by  his  side 
in  the  Honesdale  cemetery.  They  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  on  that 
ticket  was  elected  supervisor  of  his  township. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children:  Richard  S.,  born  June  1,  1839, 
died  in  England,  November  10,  1840;  Richard  T., 
our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  James  P., 


born  November  19,  1843,  died  in  England,  Novem- 
ber 29,  1844;  James  LL,  bom  May,  19,  1845,  *s  an  !t#l 
engineer  on  an  elevated  railroad  of  New  York  City;  j to 
George  T.,  born  August  6,  1848,  died  in  Texas,  ■ to' 
September  17,  1897;  Rebecca  J.,  born  December  22,  }1 

1850,  is  deceased;  Sarah  A.,  born  January  27,  1853, 
died  December  9,  1867;  and  Margaret  J.,  born  May  i tin 
23,  1854,  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Whitaker,  a farmer  ! A! 
of  Wayne  county.  j So 

Upon  the  home  farm  Richard  T.  Pierce  grew  v 
to  manhood,  assisting  his  father  until  twenty  years  : of 
of  age.  In  the  winters  of  1859-60  and  1860-61,  he  : E] 
also  worked  for  William  Foster,  at  Honesdale,  haul-  { cr 
ing  bark  with  his  own  team.  On  July  2,  1863,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  141st  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  j fa 
James  L.  Mumford,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  L 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  k 
and  in  various  skirmishes.  At  Gettysburg  he  was  j II 
seriously  wounded  by  a minie  ball,  which  broke  his  $: 
jaw,  knocking  out  all  of  his  lower  teeth  and  some  I11 
of  the  upper  ones.  For  ten  months  he  was  con-  C 

fined  in  hospitals  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  then  j si 
honorably  discharged  in  September,  1864.  He  now  H 
receives  a good  pension  as  a partial  compensation  | it 
for  his  injuries.  Returning  to  the  old  home  in  d 
Clinton  township,  he  there  remained  until  1866,  li 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  Prompton.  1 it 
In  1867  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  railroad,  but  j L 
after  a year  gave  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  a 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  farm  until  1 
1887,  when  he  became  connected  with  the  Gravity  1 
railroad,  being  employed  either  as  brakesman  or  j I 
night  watchman  until  1894.  q 

On  October  26,  1870,  in  Prompton,  Mr.  Pierce  ; c 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  M.  Me-  1 ii 
Reynolds,  who  died  September  15,  1892,  at  the  age  j $ 
of  forty-five  years,  and  was  buried  in  Prompton.  $ 
Pier  parents  were  Benjamin  and  Mary  McReynolds,  ' j 
of  Dyberry  township,  Wayne  county.  Mr.  Pierce  c 
was  again  married  at  Prompton,  this  time  in  April,  i $ 
1894,  to  Mrs.  Rosa  A.  (Keesler)  Carter,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  children,  who  died  in  infancy.  Prior  ( 

to  her  second  marriage  she  was  the  widow  of  Jo-  | 

seph  Carter.  j f 

The  Republican  party  finds  a stalwart  sup-  j ] 
porter  in  Mr.  Pierce,  who  has  capably  served  as  , 
supervisor  of  his  township,  and  is  now  school  direc-  ; 

tor.  He  is  an  honored  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  | 

of  Honesdale,  and  is  a leading  and  active  member  , 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  now  , 
trustee.  Being  public-spirited,  he  takes  great  in- 
terest in  all  the  moral,  religious  and  educational 
matters  of  the  township,  and  always  lends  encour- 
agement and  support  to  whatever  appears  to  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

A.  L.  MILLARD,  a leading  citizen  of  Bridge- 
water  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born 
April  23,  1845,  in  Lenox  township,  the  same  county, 
and  is  a son  of  Abiatha  Millard,  who  was  born  Au- 
gust 19,  1809,  in  Otego,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  The 
grandfather,  Joshua  Millard,  was  born  in  Schoharie 
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county,  N.  Y.,  of  English  ancestry,  and  on  coming 
to  Pennsylvania,  took  up  his  residence  in  Lenox 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  He  married  Lydia 
McLean,  who  was  also  a native  of  New  York,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  They  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children : Stephen, 

Abiatha,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Jerusha,  Henry,  Joshua, 
Sarah  and  Joseph.  The  parents  of  these  children 
were  both  sincere  Christians,  the  father  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  the  mother  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. 

Abiatha  Millard  was  quite  young  when  the 
family  removed  to  Susquehanna  county,  and  in 
Lenox  township  he  grew  to  manhood.  On  Decem- 
ber 31,  1840,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  R.  Case,  who  was  born  in  Lathrop  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  March  10,  1817,  and  prior  to 
her  marriage  was  a popular  teacher.  Her  father, 
Capt.  Belva  Case,  was  a music  teacher  by  profes- 
sion, and  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  married  Miss  Rowena  Moore,  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  to  them  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Edith,  Orson,  James,  Louisa,  Artamesia,  Ju- 
lia, Wellington,  Mary  R.,  and  Rowena.  The  follow- 
ing children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millard: 
Lusetta ; Fred  H. ; A.  L. ; Durand  B.,  a prominent 
artist  of  Scranton,  Penn.,  who  died  in  1891  ; Ayer 
H. ; Arthur  M. ; Solomon;  Frank  E.;  Myrtle  H. ; 
Herbert  L.,  a resident  of  Michigan ; and  Ed  A. 
In  early  life  Abiatha  Millard  was  foreman  of  a 
quarry  at  Scranton  for  some  years,  and  was  also 
connected  with  a coal  company  at  that  place,  but 
in  1863  he  located  on  a farm  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship and  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  politics  he  was  a stalwart  Democrat,  and 
in  religious  belief  both  he  and  his  wife  were  Meth- 
odists. He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years,  and 
she  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 

Reared  on  the  farm,  A.  L.  Millard  early  be- 
came familiar  with  all  the  duties  which  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  acquired  his  literary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  was  married,  September  17,  1872,  to  Miss  Car- 
rie A.  Ludington,  a popular  and  successful  teacher, 
and  a daughter  of  Samuel  T.  Ludington.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  Harry  Ludington,  was  one 
of  the  men  who  fought  so  bravely  for  the  freedom 
of  the  Colonies  during  the  Revolutionary  Avar. 
Samuel  T.  Ludington  married  Jenetta  Lenox,  who 
was  born  in  Perthshire,  Scotland,  a daughter  of 
James  and  Jane  (Grey)  Lenox,  also  natives  of  that 
country.  Mr.  Ludington,  Avho  was  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  died  in  October,  1847,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  leaving  a widow,  and 
the  following  children : Sarah  J. ; Henry  J.,  a 

teacher ; Samuel  A., a soldier  of  the  Civil  Avar  ; W.  T., 
who  was  also  a soldier  in  the  same  Avar,  and  died  in 
1897;  Elizabeth,  and  Carrie  A.  Mrs.  Ludington 
was  again  married,  her  second  husband  being  John 
Kinch,  and  she  died  in  Tioga  county,  N.  Y.,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three. 


Mrs.  Millard  was  provided  with  excellent  edu- 
cational privileges,  attending  school  in  Delhi  and 
Andes,  N.  Y.,  and  for  fifteen  terms  she  successfully 
followed  the  teacher’s  profession.  By  her  marriage 
to  our  subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  four 
children : Raymond  A.,  Avho  has  also  become  a suc- 
cessful teacher  of  Susquahanna  county;  Jessie  L., 
a graduate  of  the  Montrose  High  School ; Mary 
Agnes ; and  Bertha  K.  In  his  political  affiliations 
Mr.  Millard  is  a Democrat,  and  he  gives  his  sup- 
port to  all  measures  which  he  believes  calculated  to 
prove  of  public  benefit. 

JOHN  H.  COOK  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
citizens  of  Bushkill,  Pike  county,  where  various 
business  affairs  engross  his  attention.  His  business 
ability  is  by  no  means  limited  to  one  line,  and  he  is 
noAv  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming,  in 
the  plumbing  and  tinsmith  business,  and  in  the  con- 
duct of  a large  boarding-house,  in  which  he  can 
accommodate  twenty-five  people.  His  capable  man- 
agement, sound  judgment  and  industry  are  bringing 
him  Avell-deserved  success. 

Mr.  Cook  Avas  born  in  Hope,  N.  J.,  November 
3,  1855,  and  his  parents,  Mark  L.  and  Emma  (Rus- 
ling)  Cook,  were  also  natives  of  that  State,  the 
former  born  in  Sussex  county,  the  latter  in  Warren 
county.  For  many  years  the  father  was  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business,  carrying  on  operations  for  some 
time  at  Allamuchy.  There  the  mother  died  in  1889, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  her  remains  being  in- 
terred at  Hope,  N.  J.,  and  the  father  has  since  re- 
tired from  business,  now,  at  the  age  of  nearly  eighty 
years,  residing  in  Andover,  N.  J.  Their  children 
are  John  H.,  subject  of  this  review  ; Sarah  Adelaide, 
of  Hope,  N.  J. ; and  Frank  E.,  Avho  married  Susie 
Washer,  and  is  engaged  in  the  creamery  business 
in  Andover,  N.  J.  The  Cook  family  has  long  been 
identified  Avith  that  State.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject,  Timothy  H.  and  Sarah 
(Drake)  Cook,  were  natives  of  Morris  and  Sussex 
counties,  respectively,  and  their  last  days  were 
passed  in  Lincoln,  N.  J.  He  was  a carpenter  by  oc- 
cupation. The  maternal  grandparents,  John  and 
Margaret  (Bennett)  Rusling,  were  natives  of  War- 
ren county,  and  the  former  served  as  postmaster  of 
Belvidere.  He  was  also  Internal  Revenue  Assessor 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  Avas  very  prominent  in 
public  affairs.  He  engaged  in  conducting  a hotel 
at  Hope  and  at  Blairstown,  N.  J.,  and  also  folloAved 
merchandising  at  Hackettstown,  that  State. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age  John  H.  Cook 
entered  upon  his  business  career  as  an  apprentice 
in  a plumbing  establishment  and  tinshop  in  Blairs- 
town, N.  J.,  where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then 
went  to  Llampton  Junction,  where  he  folloAved  his 
trade  for  a year,  on  the  expiration  of  that  period 
removing  to  Flatbrook,  N.  J.,  Avhere  he  carried  on 
business  on  his  oavii  account  for  five  years.  For  two 
years  he  Avas  engaged  in  that  line  of  business  in 
Bushkill,  Penn.,  where  he  also  operated  a farm.  His 
next  place  of  residence  Avas  HackettstoAvn,  N.  J., 
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where  he  remained  one  year,  afterward  spending  a 
similar  period  in  Allamuchy.  He  then  removed  to 
Summit,  N.  J.,  where  he  carried  on  business  until, 
in  1884,  he  came  to  his  present  farm  in  Lehman 
township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.  Here  he  owns  a rich 
and  valuable  tract  of  150  acres,  which  is  crossed  by 
Bushkill  creek.  The  well-cultivated  fields  indicate 
his  careful  supervision,  and  the  neat  appearance  of 
the  place  attests  his  thrift  and  industry.  In  1890 
he  began  keeping  boarders,  and,  with  accommoda- 
tions for  twenty-five  people,  is  doing  a good  business 
in  that  line.  He  also  follows  the  trade  which  he 
learned  in  his  youth,  and  his  capable  services  in  that 
direction  materially  increase  his  income. 

On  December  28,  1878,  in  Branchville,  N.  J., 
Mr.  Cook  married  Miss  Lottie  E.  Wallace,  who  was 
born  in  Bushkill,  Penn.,  September  1,  1858,  and  is 
a daughter  of  Webb  and  Mary  A.  (Sandford)  Wal- 
lace. They  have  three  children : Helen  R.,  Will- 

iam G.  and  Mary  W. 

In  his  political  convictions  Mr.  Cook  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  he  has  acceptably  served  his  township  in 
the  office  of  auditor,  but  his  energies  are  chiefly 
given  to  his  business  interests,  which,  capably  di- 
rected, are  bringing  to  him  a comfortable  compe- 
tence. He  is  popular  with  his  many  friends,  and 
his  social  qualities  and  upright  life  have  won  him 
the  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 

EDWARD  R.  SHEPHERD  has  for  a number 
of  years  occupied  a prominent  place  among  the 
representative  prosperous  farmers  of  Delaware 
township.  Pike  county,  where  he  has  passed  almost 
his  entire  life.  Pennsylvania  numbers  many  of  the 
sons  of  Ireland  among  her  most  valuable  citizens, 
and  it  is  to  this  class  that  our  subject  belongs,  for 
he  was  born  March  14,  1838,  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  his  parents, 
Thomas  and  Margaret  (Robinson)  Shepherd. 

Thomas  Shepherd  grew  to  manhood  and  mar- 
ried in  his  native  county,  remaining  there  until  1837, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locat- 
ing first  in  New  York  City.  Here  for  ten  years  he 
was  engaged  in  masonry,  for  building  ranges,  at 
the  end  of  that  time  coming  to  Pike  county,  Penn., 
and  settling  on  a farm  of  106  acres,  which  he  pur- 
chased from  Judge  Dingman  in  what  was  then  the 
woods  at  Silver  Lake,  Delaware  township.  Here 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  engaged  suc- 
cessfully in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  as  the  passing 
years  brought  increase  of  prosperity  he  added  to 
his  original  possessions  until  he  was  the  owner,  at 
his  death,  of  250  acres  of  land,  all  acquired  by  the 
labor  of  his  own  hands.  Pie  died  on  his  farm  June 
16,  1888,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  six  months/thir- 
teen days,  his  wife  in  November,  1890,  when  nearly 
ninety  years  of  age.  His  father,  also  named 
Thomas,  was  a drover  in  Ireland,  where  he  passed 
all  his  days.  Mrs.  Shepherd’s  parents,  William  and 
Mary  A.  (Nealing)  Robinson,  w^ere  also  natives  of 
the  Emerald  Isle,  where  the  father  died ; the  mother 


came  to  live  with  her  daughter  in  America,  and 
passed  away  on  the  Shepherd  homestead  in  Dela- 
ware township  November  28,  1873,  being  over  one 
hundred  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  decease.  To 
Thomas  and  Margaret  (Robinson)  Shepherd  were 
born  children  as  follows : John  and  Thomas 

(twins),  the  former  a farmer  of  Delaware  town- 
ship ; he  married  Eliza  Foster.  Thomas,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Stewart,  is  a machinist  in  Avondale, 
N.  J.  William,  a machinist,  died  in  Pike  county  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years;  his  wife  was  Jane 
Bowers.  Edward  R.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch.  Robinson  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old 
homestead  at  Silver  Lake,  in  Delaware  township; 
he  married  Blanche  Broadhead. 

Edward  R.  Shepherd  grew  to  manhood  under 
the  parental  roof,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Delaware  township.  He  lived 
with  his  parents,  while  in  Delaware  township,  up  to 
the  time  of  his  marriage,  but  for  a number  of  years 
previous  to  that  event  he  was  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  had  first  gone  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
at  which  time  he  obtained  employment  in  a look- 
ing-glass and  picture-frame  factory  in  the  city. 
After  remaining  in  this  place  for  three  years  he  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  account  at  No.  454 
Canal  street,  as  an  auctioneer,  and  he  continued  in 
that  line  for  fourteen  years,  at  the  end  of  that  period 
returning  to  Pike  county  and  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence with  his  parents.  On  May  14,  1870,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Ellen  R.  Ferguson,  the  wedding 
taking  place  on  the  farm  they  now  occupy,  and  for 
several  years  the  young  couple  made  their  home 
on  a farm  at  Beaver  Dam,  in  Delaware  township, 
which  Mr.  Shepherd  had  purchased  and  which  he 
sold  on  buying  his  present  place.  The  property  is 
a valuable  one,  well  kept  up  in  every  respect,  and 
Mr.  Shepherd  has  taken  rank  with  the  foremost 
agriculturists  of  Delaware  township,  for  he  has 
proved  himself  a thoroughly  competent  farmer  in 
the  management  of  his  land,  which  gives  every  evi- 
dence of  the  care  he  has  bestowed  upon  it.  Lie  has 
also  been  quite  active  in  public  affairs  in  the  town- 
ship, and  he  has  held  several  offices  with  credit  and 
ability,  having  served  for  many  years  as  poor- 
master,  for  one  year  as  collector  and  two  terms  as 
school  director.  His  political  connection  is  with 
the  Democratic  party. 

It  wall  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  make  some 
mention  of  Mrs.  Shepherd’s  family.  Her  grand- 
parents, James  and  Sarah  J.  (Cummins)  Ferguson, 
were  natives  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  whence  in 
1828  they  came  to  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shepherd  in  Delaware  township,  which  at 
that  time  w^as  a wilderness.  Two  apple  trees,  the 
first  planted  in  Pike  county,  and  which  w^ere  put 
out  by  him,  are  still  standing.  James  Ferguson 
died  in  1855,  at  the  ag'e  of  seventy-two,  his  wife  a 
few  years  previously.  Their  family  consisted  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  were  born  prior  to 
their  location  in  Pike  county,  viz. : Mathias,  who 

married  Betsy  


Hugh,  who  married  Maria 
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Striker;  John,  married  to  Mary  Armstrong;  Ed- 
ward, father  of  Mrs.  Shepherd ; Ellen,  Mrs.  Philip 
Reeser;  Susan,  Mrs.  Daniel  Burrow;  and  Jane,  Mrs. 
Joseph  Walker.  Edward  Ferguson  was  born  in 
Ramseysburg,  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  and  died  De- 
cember 31,  1897,  aged  eighty-four  years,  nine 
months,  six  days.  He  was  a prominent  man  in  his 
day  in  Delaware  township,  and  held  a number  of 
minor  offices  here,  being  held  in  high  esteem  in  this 
section.  He  married  Sarah  A.  Broadhead,  who  was 
born  October  25,  1816,  in  Pike  county,  and  died 
December  5,  1875  ; she  was  interred  in  the  Delaware 
cemetery.  We  give  a brief  record  of  their  children  : 
Mathias  died  in  infancy.  Daniel  W.  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-three  years.  Ellen  R.  (Mrs.  Shepherd) 
was  born  October  22,  1843,  on  the  farm  she  now 
resides  on.  James  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil 
war  and  died  in  hospital  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  as 
the  result  of  injuries  received  in  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg. Maria  married  Thomas  Williamson,  a 
farmer  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  Hughie  (de- 
ceased) married  a Miss  Pritchet.  Edward  is  a resi- 
dent of  New  York  City.  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  Eli 
Hanna,  of  Cairo,  Mich.  John  died  in  infancy. 
Mabel  died  young. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepherd  have  had  five  children  : 
Thomas,  Margaret  A.,  Carrollton  E.,  William  R. 
and  Ellen  F.,  all  living  at  home..  The  family  is  an 
industrious,  intelligent  one,  prominent  in  local  af- 
fairs, and  the  children  all  give  promise  of  doing 
credit  to  their  worthy  parents,  who  are  among  the 
most  esteemed  residents  of  the  neighborhood. 

Thomas  Shepherd  was  born  September  24, 
1872,  on  the  farm  at  Beaver  Dam,  in  Delaware 
township,  formerly  occupied  by  his  parents,  and 
came  to  their  present  farm  with  them  in  1878,  since 
which  time  he  has  continued  to  reside  here.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  taught  one 
term  at  Long  Meadow,  Pike  county.  After  school 
was  dismissed  he  commenced  work  at  the  carpenter's 
trade,  though  he  had  never  served  any  apprentice- 
ship, and  he  followed  that  calling  for  two  years  with 
success.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  com- 
menced work  at  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he 
also  learned  by  working  for  different  blacksmiths, 
and  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  blacksmithing  in 
connection  with  general  farming  on  the  home  place, 
building  the  shop  he  now  conducts  in  March,  1893. 
He  has  recently  invested  in  a farm  in  the  township, 
and  he  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation  among  the 
young  men  of  the  locality  as  a thrifty,  hard  worker, 
as  well  as  a good  manager,  and  he  will  no  doubt 
in  time  take  a high  place  among  the  successful  men 
of  Delaware ; he  has  the  good  wishes  of  all  who 
know  him.  His  political  sympathies  are  with  the 
Democratic  party.  Fraternally  he  unites  with  Van- 
dermart  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  religious  connec- 
tion he  is  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

WILLIAM  L.  HARVEY  is  one  of  the  typical 
business  men  of  Wayne  county,  and  is  one  of 


Gouldsboro’s  most  prominent  and  highly  respected 
citizens.  He  now  gives  particular  attention  to  the 
ice  business,  being  secretary  and  manager  of  and  a 
heavy  stockholder  in  the  Gouldsboro  Ice  Co.,  and 
president  and  manager  of  and  a heavy  stockholder 
in  the  Lackawanna  Mountain  Ice  Co.,  both  of 
Gouldsboro. 

A native  of  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Harvey  was  born 
in  Mercer  county,  November  21,  1844.  His  parents, 
Patrick  and  Rachel  A.  (Lytle)  Harvey,  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey,  and  both  died  in  Princeton,  that 
State,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  teaching 
school.  He  departed  this  life  in  1873,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven  years,  the  mother  on  March  28,  1897, 
aged  eighty-five,  and  both  were  buried  at  Princeton. 
Their  children  were  Ira  C.  (deceased),  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Elizabeth  Hoffman,  now  a resident  of 
Trenton,  N.  J. ; Phoebe  Ann,  who  died  when  young; 
William  L.  of  this  sketch  ; Phoebe  Ann,  now  the  wife 
of  J.  W.  Jones,  a Presbyterian  minister  of  Baltimore, 
Md. ; Emma,  wife  of  Jerome  Hulit,  a farmer  of 
New  Jersey;  Baldwin,  who  died  when  young;  and 
Mary  C.,  who  lives  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey. 

On  leaving  the  home  farm  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  William  L.  Harvey  went  to  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  where  for  four  years  he  had  charge 
of  a sawmill  for  I.  C.  Harvey  & Co.,  Mr.  Harvey 
being  his  brother.  The  following  year  he  conducted 
a hotel  at  Clifton,  Penn.,  and  was  then  engaged  in 
the  same  business  at  Wilkesbarre  for  eight  months, 
after  which  he  carried  on  a restaurant  at  Nanticoke, 
Penn.,  for  sixteen  months.  Returning  to  Clifton, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster,  and  also  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  until  1885,  when  he  came  to 
Gouldsboro,  where  he  conducted  the  “Simons 
House”  for  thirteen  years  and  twenty-seven  days, 
giving  it  up  April  1,  1898.  He  is  also  a civil  en- 
gineer, and  while  in  New  Jersey  followed  that  pro- 
fession quite  extensively*  and  has  since  devoted  some 
tune  to  it  at  intervals. 

At  Wilkesbarre,  Penn.,  December  22,  1871,  Mr. 
Harvey  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline 
Gersbacher,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
two  children : Mamie,  who  graduated  at  the  Con- 

servatory of  Music,  New  York,  and  is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  that  art ; and  Theodore  R., 
a leading  dentist  of  Westfield,  N.  J.,  who  graduated 
from  the  Philadelphia  Dental  College  in  1895,  and 
married  Eliza  Gilpin,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Fletcher 
Gilpin,  of  Newfoundland,  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Harvey  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
September  16,  1851,  but  during  her  infancy  was 
brought  to  America  by  her  parents,  Reinhart  and 
Matena  (Zimmerman)  Gersbacher,  who  arrived  in 
this  country  May  3,  1852,  and,  after  spending  some 
time  iri  Clifton,  located  in  Luzerne  county,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  lumbering  and  in  the  hotel 
business  until  his  death;  he  died  October  11,  1896, 
when  he  was  seventy-three  years  of  age.  He  served 
as  commissioner  of  that  county  from  January,  1874, 
until  1877.  His  wife  departed  this  life  February 
25,  1882,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  three  months 
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and  eleven  days,  and  was  buried  by  his  side  in 
Clifton  cemetery.  They  had  a family  of  four  daugh- 
ters: Caroline,  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary,  wife  of 

Richard  Woodring,  who  is  engaged  in  clerking  in 
South  Bethlehem,  Penn. ; and  Clementine  and  Emma 
V.,  still  on  the  old  home  place. 

For  the  past  nine  years  Mr.  Harvey  has  effi- 
ciently served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  for  the 
same  length  of  time  has  been  school  director  and 
secretary. of  the  board.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
manifested  his  patriotism  by  trying  to  enlist  in  the 
Union  army,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  poor 
eyesight.  He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  his 
social  relations  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  belonging  to  Wal- 
lenpaupack  Lodge.  His  career  has  ever  been  such 
as  to  warrant  the  trust  and  confidence  of  the  busi- 
ness world,  for  he  has  ever  conducted  all  transac- 
tions on  the  strictest  principles  of  honor  and 
integrity.  Flis  devotion  to  the  public  good  is  un- 
questioned, and  arises  from  a sincere  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  fellow  men. 

GEORGE  MITCHELL,  junior  member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  W.  & G.  Mitchell,  general  mer- 
chants at  Milford,  Pike  county,  is  an  enterprising 
and  successful  business  man,  and  his  career  might 
well  serve  as  an  example  for  any  ambitious  youth 
who  has  to  make  his  own  way  in  life. 

Mr.  Mitchell  derives  his  abilities  from  good 
Scottish  ancestry,  his  family  having  been  identified 
with  the  parish  of  Longside,  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  for 
many  years.  Robert  Mitchell,  Sr.,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  lived  and  died  in  Scotland,  the  father 
of  three  children:  Mary,  Margaret  and  Robert,  Jr. 

Robert  Mitchell,  Jr.,  our  subject’s  father,  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  was  also  engaged 
in  agriculture.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  and 
was  especially  active  in  religious  work.  He  died 
in  Scotland  in  1846.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Sellar,  who  died  in  Milford,  Penn.,  in  1886,  having 
come  to  America  in  1872.  This  worthy  couple  had 
the  following  children:  Robert,  who  died  in  early 
manhood  while  studying  for  the  ministry  at  Mar- 
cellus  College ; John,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1881  and  died  in  Iowa  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming;  James,  who  died  in  Scotland;  George,  our 
subject;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Findley,  of  Mil- 
ford; Miss  Mary  and  Miss  Isabella,  who  conduct 
a millinery  store  in  Milford ; and  William,  our  sub- 
ject’s partner. 

George  Mitchell  was  born  April  24,  1843,  at  the 
old  home  in  Scotland,  where  he  remained  until  1872, 
he  and  his  brother  John  having  charge  of  the  home- 
stead for  some  years.  He  then  came  to  the  United 
States  and  located  at  Milford,  engaging  in  the  fur- 
niture business.  After  four  years  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  A.  D.  Brown  and  entered  into  a gen- 
eral mercantile  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Brown  & Mitchell.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Brown 
sold  his  interest  to  J.  J.  Pollion,  and  the  new  part- 
nership continued  two  years  when  our  subject  with- 


drew and  engaged  in  his  present  business  with  his 
brother  William.  They  have  prospered  from  the 
first,  and  now  enjoy  the  largest  trade  of  any  mer- 
cantile establishment  in  Milford.  Our  subject’s 
sound  judgment  and  integrity  have  made  him  popu- 
lar in  his  community,  and  although  he  has  not 
aspired  to  official  honors  he  was  elected  treasurer  of 
Milford  borough,  and  served  one  term.  Politically 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  and 
his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Milford,  of  which  he  is  a leading  member. 

In  April,  1886,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  at 
Milford  to  Miss  Blanche  Crissman,  a member  of  a 
prominent  family  of  that  locality.  Her  father, 
Cyrus  Crissman,  formerly  the  proprietor  of  the 
“Crissman  House”  at  Milford,  was  born  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  in  1816,  and  died  in  Milford  in  i860. 
Pier  paternal  grandparents,  George  and  Sarah  (Dia- 
mond) Crissman,  were  natives  of  Holland,  whence 
they  came  to  this  country,  making  their  home  at  an 
early  day  upon  a farm  in  New  Jersey,  where  their 
remaining  years  were  spent.  Mrs.  Mitchell’s  mother, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Jones  Crissman,  now  a resident  of  Mil- 
ford, was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  a daughter 
of  Moses  and  Margaret  (Brocar)  Jones,  and  a 

granddaughter  of  Jonathan  and  (Aarons) 

Jones,  natives  of  Wales,  who  came  to  this  country 
after  their  marriage,  settling  in  Sussex  county,  New 
Jersey. 

LUTHER  A.  CONRAD,  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Springville  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  has  spent  almost  his  en- 
tire life  upon  his  present  farm,  a highly-cultivated 
place  of  fifty  acres  which  he  rents  from  his  father. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  a native  of  New  England, 
was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, locating  in  Auburn  township,  where  he  owned 
about  fifty  acres  of  land,  to  the  cultivation  of  which 
he  devoted  his  time  and  attention  throughout  life. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Bennett. 

Isaac  Conrad,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Auburn  township,  May  4,  1831,  but  for  many 
years  he  has  made  his  home  in  Springville,  and  has 
also  followed  agricultural  pursuits  as  a life  work. 
He  married  Miss  Margaret  Wilbur,  a daughter  of 
Tabor  and  Mary  Wilbur,  who  were  of  Irish  parent- 
age, and  five  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
namely:  George,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six 
years ; Claude,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years;  Luther  A.,  our  subject;  Ella,  who 
died  young ; and  Clara,  wife  of  Harry  Luce,  of 
Spring'ville  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Luther  A.  Conrad  was  born  in  Springville 
township,  February  25,  1863,  and  during  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  attended  the  common  schools  of  that 
locality,  remaining  at  home  much  of  the  time.  He 
is  now  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  on 
the  old  homestead,  and  also  operates  an  adjoining 
tract  of  twenty  acres.  Fie  keeps  five  cows,  and  is 
engaged  in  dairying  to  some  extent.  Since  casting 
his  first  vote  he  has  been  an  ardent  suppporter  of  the 
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Republican  party,  and  socially  he  has  been  a member 
of  Odd  Fellows  Lodge,  No.  181,  at  Lynn,  since  De- 
cember, 1888,  and  of  Encampment  No.  50  for  the 
past  three  years. 

In  Springville  township,  Mr.  Conrad  was  mar- 
ried, in  1886,  to  Miss  Millie  Albertson,  of  Warren 
county,  N.  J.,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: Edna  May,  born  June  24,  1892;  Llazel  E., 

born  October  16,  1895  ; and  Leigh  Foster,  born  May 
9,  1898.  Mrs.  Conrad’s  parents,  John  and  Lydia 
(Cool)  Albertson,  are  well-known  residents  of 
Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Both  were 
born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  the  former  July  12, 
1828,  the  latter  June  1,  1835.  In  their  family  were 
the  following  children : George,  a farmer  of  Blairs- 
town,  N.  J. ; Elmer,  a farmer  of  Foster,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn. ; Albia,  wife  of  Theodore  Le  Bar, 
of  Portland,  Penn.;  Millie,  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
born  March  6,  1864;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Miner 
Avery,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; Theodore,  a 
resident  of  Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Maggie,  who  died  young;  and  Herbert,  a resident 
of  Lackawanna  county.  Mrs.  Conrad’s  paternal 
grandparents  were  Hughey  and  Zubia  (Connell) 
Albertson,  and  her  maternal  grandparents  were  John 
and  Elizabeth  (McCracken)  Cool. 

EDWIN  R.  BODIE  is  a leading  representa- 
tive of  the  business  interests  of  Prompton,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  general 
merchandising,  and  is  also  efficiently  serving  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace. 

Mr.  Bodie  is  a native  of  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
born  in  Dyberry  township,  March  17,  1857,  and  is 
a representative  of  one  of  its  honored  pioneer  fami- 
lies, his  parents  being  Charles  F.  and  Jane  P. 
(Snell)  Bodie.  (The  name  was  originally  spelled 
Bode.)  His  paternal  great-grandfather  was  a na- 
tive of  Holland,  and  about  1820  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, locating  first  in  Philadelphia,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Shohola,  where  he  worked  in  a glass  fac- 
tory for  a time.  He  then  came  to  Wayne  county, 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  upon  a farm 
about  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Bethany.  On 
coming  to  this  country  he  was  accompanied  by  the 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  Joseph  and  Caroline 
(Fox)  Bodie,  who  were  also  natives  of  Holland, 
and  died  in  Dyberry,  Wayne  county.  In  early  life 
the  grandfather  engaged  in  glass-blowing,  but  later 
followed  farming  in  Dyberry  township.  The  father 
of  our  subject,  who  was  a carpenter  by  trade  and 
worked  for  tanneries,  died  of  typhoid  fever  in  Octo- 
ber, 1865,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years  ; the  mother, 
who  was  born  December  31,  1833,  now  makes  her 
home  with  her  children.  They  are:  Joseph  A.,  a 
photographer,  of  Honesdale ; Mary,  wife  of  G.  W. 
Strongman,  a manufacturer  of  gloves  in  Honesdale  ; 
and  Edwin  R.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Edwin  R.  Bodie  was  provided  with  a good 
practical  literary  education  during  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  but  special  attention  was  given  to  the  study 
of  music  under  Prof.  D.  B.  Tonner,  at  Bethany, 


Wayne  county.  By  written  lessons,  he  was  also 
under  the  instruction  of  Prof.  George  F.  Rook,  of 
Chicago,  111.  I11  1876  he  began  teaching  both  vocal 
and  instrumental  music,  and  was  thus  employed  dur- 
ing the  fall  and  winter  months  for  eight  years,  but 
at  the  end  of  that  period  his  voice  failed  and  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  the  profession.  From  1881  until 
1887  he  lived  on  the  farm  with  his  mother,  and  in 
the  latter  year  came  to  Prompton,  where  he  has 
since  done  a good  business  as  a merchant. 

At  Carbondale,  Penn.,  September  23,  1881,  Mr. 
Bodie  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  J.  Aunger,  Rev. 
Bryan,  a Presbyterian  minister,  officiating,  A 
daughter,  Ellen  Louise,  blesses  this  union.  Mrs. 
Bodie  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  July  23,  1862,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Pethick)  Aunger,  na- 
tives of  Cornwall,  England,  who  spent  their  last 
days  in  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  the  former  dying 
in  April,  1869,  aged  thirty-eight  years,  the  latter  in 
May,  1879,  aged  thirty-six  years.  There  were  only 
two  children  in  their  family,  the  younger  being  Nel- 
lie, now  the  wife  of  Henry  Lewis,  a carpenter  of 
Carbondale.  Mrs.  Bodie’s  maternal  grandparents, 
William  and (Ashton)  Pethick,  came  to  Amer- 

ica at  an  early  day,  and  are  still  residents  of 
Bethany,  Wayne  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  exercise  of  his  elective  franchise,  Mr. 
Bodie  supports  the  principles  of  the  Prohibition 
party,  and  he  is  at  present  most  efficiently  serving 
as  president  of  the  town  council  and  as  school  di- 
rector. Socially  he  affiliates  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Aldenville,  Wayne  county;  religiously  he  is  a sin- 
cere and  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  president  of 
the  board  of  trustees.  He  is  honored  by  his  fellow 
men  to  the  fullest  extent  for  his  sterling  integrity, 
and  as  a business  man  and  citizen  is  deserving  of 
the  confidence  and  respect  so  freely  accorded  him. 

JOHN  PERKIN,  proprietor  of  one  of  the  most 
desirable  farms  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county, 
comes  from  across  the  sea,  his  early  home  having 
been  in  Devonshire,  England,  where  he  was  born 
in  1841,  a son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Hoar)  Per- 
kin. 

Mr.  Perkin’s  father  was  born  in  Plymouth, 
England,  in  181 1,  and  when  a boy  learned  the  black- 
smith’s trade  with  his  uncle,  William  Perkin, 
following  the  same  during  his  residence  in  his  na- 
tive land.  In  1839  he  married  Elizabeth  Hoar,  of 
Devonshire,  and  they  located  near  Plymouth,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  until  their  emi- 
gration to  America,  in  1873.  They  first  located  in 
Canada,  a year  later  coming  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  where  Mr.  Perkin  purchased  300  acres  of 
partially  improved  land  in  Berlin  township,  near 
the  Pike  county  line,  known  as  the  Dunkirk  sawmill 
property.  To  its  further  development  and  cultiva- 
tion he  devoted  his  energies  for  many  years.  Here 
his  wife  died  in  1877,  leaving  three  children,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Mary  was  born  in  1843, 
in  England,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated, 


104 


1650 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  in  that  country  married  Richard  Warring. 
Coming  to  this  country  with  her  father,  they  set- 
tled upon  a part  of  his  farm  in  Berlin  township, 
where  they  now  have  a well-cultivated  and  highly- 
improved  place,  being  surrounded  with  all  the 
comforts  of  life.  Of  their  three  children,  John  and 
Bessie  were  born  in  England,  and  Albert  was  born 
in  Wayne  county ; the  sons  are  both  unmarried,  and 
Bessie  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Defort,  of  Wayne 
county.  William  Perkin,  the  brother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  in  1845,  and  there 
married  Annie  Parkin.  T hey  also  came  with  his 
parents  to  Wayne  county,  and  lived  on  a farm  in 
Berlin  township,  where  he  died  in  1884,  leaving  a 
wife  and  family. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
Cornwall,  England,  where  he  received  a fair  edu- 
cation and  also-  obtained  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  followed  during  his 
residence  there.  In  1865  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Jessie  Colling,  a native  of  Cornwall,  and 
a daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Colling,  who  died  in 
that  country,  leaving  a family  of  three  children: 
John,  who  is  married,  and  resides  in  Australia ; Jes- 
sie, wife  of  our  subject;  and  Annie,  unmarried, 
who  is  a resident  of  Cornwall.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Per- 
kin have  two  children : William  J.,  born  in  England 
in  1867,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Wayne 
county,  and  since  his  marriage  has  continued  to 
reside  upon  the  old  homestead  with  his  parents ; he 
was  married  in  June,  1897,  to  Miss  Eldgert  G.  Lil- 
lie, of  Wayne  county,  who  is  a well-educated  and 
cultured  lady,  and  was  for  some  years  a successful 
teacher  in  the  public  schools.  Mary  A.,  the  only 
daughter  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Cornwall,  in 
August,  1869,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Virgil  B.  Case, 
of  Damascus,  Wayne  county,  by  whom  she  has  two 
sons,  Charles  J.  and  William  P.  Mr.  Case  now 
occupies  and  operates  his  farm  in  Pike  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

In  May,  1874,  Mr.  Perkin  came  with  his  parents 
to  Wayne  county,  and  has  since  resided  upon  his 
present  farm  in  Berlin  township,  on  which  he  has 
made  many  excellent  improvements  which  add 
greatly  to  its  value  and  attractive  appearance.  He 
has  enlarged  the  residence,  built  two  good  barns, 
and  erected  other  outbuildings,  having  now  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  the  township.  After  his  mother’s 
death  his  father  remained  with  him  on  the  home- 
stead until  1884,  when  he  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Robins,  of  Beach  Lake,  making  his  home  there  until 
his  death  in  1894. 

Mr.  Perkin  is  independent  in  politics,  always 
endeavoring  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  man  best  qual- 
ified for  the  office,  regardless  of  party  affiliations. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  township  auditor  one  term, 
school  director  two  terms,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
a member  of  the  school  board  and  treasurer  of  same. 
The  duties  of  these  positions  he  has  discharged  in 
an  able  and  most  satisfactory  manner.  He  and  his 
wife  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Beach  Lake.  They  are  numbered  among  the  best 


citizens  of  the  township,  and  their  hospitable  home 
is  always  open  for  the  reception  of  the  many  friends 
who  delight  to  congregate  there. 

THOMAS  FITZGERALD  (deceased)  was, 
during  the  first  half  of  this  century,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  highly-esteemed  residents  of  Silver 
Lake  township,  Susquehanna  county,  a gentleman 
of  culture  and  intelligence  who  would  have  been 
a valuable  citizen  of  any  community,  wherever  his 
lot  was  cast. 

Mr.  FitzGerald  was  a native  of  Tralee,  County 
Kerry,  Ireland,  born  in  1774,  son  of  John  and  Lot- 
tie (Omie)  FitzGerald.  He  received  a thorough 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  country,  be- 
coming a fine  classical  scholar  and  proficient  as  a 
linguist,  and  for  twenty  years  before  coming  to  this 
country,  in  1827,  he  held  the  important  position  of 
custom-house  manager  of  the  Port  of  Tralee.  Mr. 
FitzGerald  married  Miss  Julia  O’Flynn,  sister  of 
Rev.  Francis  O’Flynn,  the  first  Catholic  clergyman 
in  Susquehanna  county,  and  who  established  the 
first  church  of  that  denomination  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  being  missionary  all  over  the  district  during 
the  four  years  of  his  residence  here.  His  death 
occurred  in  1830.  Mr.  FitzGerald  visited  his 
brother-in-law,  Father  O’Flynn,  and  having  been 
persuaded  to  settle  here,  he  returned  to  Ireland  for 
his  wife  and  family,  which  then  consisted  of  seven 
children.  They  made  their  home  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Glen  Farm,  in  Silver  Lake,  where 
Mr.  FitzGerald  devoted  himself  to  the  management 
of  the  work  on  the  place,  living  comparatively  re- 
tired. He  was  possessed  of  abundant  means,  which 
enabled  him  to  enjoy  the  best  in  life,  and  he  was 
greatly  interested  in  church  work  as  a devout  Catho- 
lic. He  gave  land  for  the  church  and  cemetery  and 
after  the  death  of  his  brother-in-law  was  especially 
active  in  the  erection  of  the  church,  which  was  then 
in  process  of  construction. 

Mr.  FitzGerald  was  greatly  beloved  for  his 
kindness  of  heart,  and  was  as  useful  in  civil  life  as 
in  religious  circles,  directing  his  influence  for  good 
in  every  cause  which  he  thought  would  advance  the 
welfare — moral  or  material — of  the  community  in 
which  he  resided.  His  political  support  was  always 
given  to  the  Democratic  party,  with  which  his  sons 
have  also  been  identified,  and  his  advice  on  matters 
of  public  importance  was  often  sought  by  his  fel- 
low citizens,  who  respected  him  for  his  genuine 
worth  and  appreciated  his  ability  and  talents.  He 
held  many  local  offices  in  the  gift  of  his  townsmen, 
and  also  served  as  county  auditor  with  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned.  Mr.  FitzGerald  passed  away  in 
1854,  his  widow  in  1866,  and  they  were  deeply 
mourned  throughout  the  locality  with  which  they 
had  so  long  been  prominently  identified.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  FitzGerald  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  of  whom  we 
give  a brief  record  below.  They  were  reared  in 
the  Catholic  faith,  and  have  always  been  active  in 
church  and  charitable  work,  worshiping  at  the  old 
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church  near  their  home.  All  have  been  highly  edu- 
cated, receiving  the  advantages  offered  by  institu- 
tions of  recognized  standing  and  their  father’s  high 
literary  attainments,  and  have  taken  their  place 
among  the  intelligent  and  substantial  citizens  of 
their  day  and  place.  The  sons  have  become  suc- 
cessful in  business  and  professional  circles,  and  the 
daughters  ladies  of  culture  and  refinement,  influ- 
ential in  every  movement  for  good  in  the  community, 
and  beloved  for  their  Christian  character  and  many 
kindly  and  charitable  acts. 

( 1 ) Catherine  FitzGerald  was  born  in  Ireland, 
where  she  received  an  excellent  literary  training, 
studying  several  of  the  higher  branches.  In  1834 
she  became  a teacher  in  Madame  Cehegarry’s  pri- 
vate school  in  New  York  City,  where  she  remained 
some  years,  and  subsequently,  for  twenty  years,  she 
taught  in  Madame  Coutan’s  higher  private  school, 
giving  instructions  in  various  branches.  Later  she 
taught  French  and  English  in  a private  school  in 
LaFayette  avenue,  Brooklyn.  For  the  past  eight- 
een years,  however,  Miss  FitzGerald  has  led  a 
retired  life,  residing  at  the  old  home  in  Silver  Lake 
township.  She  is  a lady  of  unusual  culture  and 
learning,  especially  in  the  languages  and  classics, 
and  she  is  highly  esteemed  wherever  known  for 
her  many  admirable  qualities  of  head  and  heart. 

(2)  Mary  FitzGerald  was  born  in  1812  in 
Ireland,  and  was  educated  there  and  in  America. 
She  married  Michael  Larkin,  a merchant  of  Apala- 
chicola, Fla.,  where  they  resided,  and  in  1844  visited 
her  old  home  in  Silver  Lake.  Her  sister  Ellen,  then 
a promising  girl,  accompanied  her  on  the  return 
trip,  and  the  vessel  went  down  in  a storm  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  Mrs.  Larkin,  her  child,  and  sister 
perishing  with  all  on  board. 

(3)  John  FitzGerald  was  born  in  Ireland  and 
was  a boy  of  thirteen  when  he  came  with  his  pa- 
rents to  America.  He  finished  his  elementary 
education  in  the  schools  of  Montrose,  Penn.,  after 
which  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  Lawyer 
Mason,  a prominent  attorney  of  New  York  City, 
where  he  finally  engaged  in  practice  on  his  own 
account.  He  died  in  1847,  unmarried. 

(4)  Letitia  FitzGerald  was  born  in  Ireland, 
and,  being  only  a child  when  the  family  settled  at 
Silver  Lake,  she  received  the  greater  part  of  her 
education  in  her  new  home.  For  some  years  she 
followed  the  teacher’s  profession  in  the  schools  of 
the  town,  but  ill  health  compelled  her  to  abandon 
it,  and  she  has  been  an  invalid  the  greater  part  of 
her  life.  She  stili  resides  at  the  old  home. 

(5)  Patrick  J.  FitzGerald  was  born  in  Ire- 
land, grew  to  manhood  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Silver  Lake,  and  after  his  father’s  decease,  took  the 
management  of  the  estate,  continuing  to  reside  there 
until  his  death,  in  1887.  He  was  unmarried.  He 
was  a devout  church  member  and  a man  greatly 
respected  throughout  the  community  for  his  high 
Christian  character  and  goodness  of  heart. 

(6)  Julia  A.  FitzGerald  was  born  in  Ireland, 
was  reared  on  the  farm  in  Silver  Lake  township, 


and  received  her  education  in  the  Sisters’  schools 
in  New  York  City,  later  becoming  a teacher  in  the 
schools  near  her  home.  She  married  Prof.  Joseph 
Stenter,  a learned  musician  and  teacher  of  music, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  they  resided  a number 
of  years,  thence  removing  to  Jeffersonville,  Sulli- 
van Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they  now  make  their  home. 
They  have  had  two  children — Fannie,  Mrs.  Gungen- 
hauser,  of  Brooklyn ; and  Michael,  who  died  in 
boyhood. 

(7)  Ellen  FitzGerald,  the  youngest  child  born 
in  Ireland,  was  drowned  while  on  her  way  to  Flor- 
ida with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Larkin,  the  vessel  on  which 
they  had  taken  passage  going  down  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

(8)  Frances  S.  FitzGerald  was  born  in  1828, 
on  the  homestead  at  Silver  Lake,  and  received  her 
education  partly  at  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood 
and  partly  under  the  tuition  of  her  sisters  at  home. 
She  has  spent  some  time  in  New  York  City,  but 
her  life  has  been  passed  principally  on  the  home- 
stead, where  she  has  managed  the  household  affairs 
for  a number  of  years. 

(9)  Anne  A.  FitzGerald  was  born  in  1830  at 
Silver  Lake,  and  acquired  a thorough  education, 
attending  the  Sacred  Heart  school  in  New  York 
City.  She  taught  in  the  schools  near  her  home  for 
some  years  previous  to  her  marriage  to  Gustave 
Coutan,  of  New  York,  who  was  a son  of  Madam 
Coutan,  one  of  the  celebrated  teachers  of  New  York 
City  in  her  day. 

G.  W.  LANE,  an  enterprising  and  popular 
young  business  man  of  ITonesdale,  Wayne  county, 
has  had  a remarkably  successful  career,  and  his 
friends  anticipate  for  him  still  greater  things  in  the 
future,  as  ability,  tact  and  enterprise  command  a 
high  premium  in  the  business  world. 

Mr.  Lane  is  a son  of  Christopher  C.  Lane,  now 
a leading  resident  of  Honesdale.  Jacob  Lane,  our 
subject’s  grandfather,  a native  of  Monmouth 
county,  N.  J.,  was  a market  gardener  by  occupa- 
tion, and  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  His  wife  was  a 
native  of  England.  Christopher  C.  Lane,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  February  25,  1827,  in  Mon- 
roe county,  N.  Y.,  coming  to  Honesdale  in  early 
manhood  and  engaging  in  the  boating  business, 
being  now  the  owner  of  the  docks  at  that  point.  As 
a citizen  he  is  held  in  high  esteem,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  politics  he 
was  formerly  a Democrat,  but  of  late  years  he  has 
supported  the  Republican  party.  He  married  Miss 
Jane  N.  Clark,  who  was  born  in  1836  in  Easton, 
Penn.,  and  is  still  living.  Four  children  were  bom 
to  them:  G.  W.,  our  subject;  Mrs.  Sidney  Hen- 

wood  ; Miss  Bertha  and  Miss  Charlotte. 

In  early  life  our  subject  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Honesdale,  graduating  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen. He  then  went  to  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  to  take 
a course  in  a business  college,  but  he  left  the  institu- 
tion two  weeks  before  the  time  for  his  graduation, 
having  been  offered  a desirable  position  in  a bank 
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at  Honesdale.  He  was  the  youngest  clerk  that  had 
ever  been  employed  in  the  bank,  and  he  discharged 
his  duties  so  well  that  he  served  continuously  from 
1882  to  1895,  being  appointed  paying  teller  and  re- 
ceiver in  1889.  In  the  meantime  he  had  worked  up 
a profitable  life-insurance  business,  and  in  1895  he 
resigned  his  position  in  the  bank  in  order  to  give 
his  entire  time  to  his  later  enterprise.  At  present 
he  does  an  extensive  business  in  life,  fire,  and  acci- 
dent insurance,  to  which  he  adds  real  estate,  and  his 
well-directed  efforts  have  already  brought  him  a 
small  fortune.  He  is  also  active  in  municipal  affairs, 
having  served  as  a member  of  the  city  council,  and 
during  his  collection  with  that  body  he  held  the  office 
of  treasurer. 

On  January  12,  1888,  Mr.  Lane  was  married  to 
Miss  Lottie  E.  Petersen,  and  their  home  is  bright- 
ened by  two  children,  Marian  L.  and  Charlotte.  1 he 
family  is  prominent  in  social  life,  and  Mr.  Lane  is 
identified  with  various  fraternal  orders,  including 
Oslek  Tribe,  Independent  Order  of  Red  Men;  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  Fredonia  Lodge  of  Honesdale;  Hones- 
dale Lodge,  No.  218,  F.  & A.  M.,  in  which  he  holds 
the  rank  of  worshipful  master ; Palestine  Comman- 
dery,  at  Carbondale ; and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Wilkesbarre. 

FRANK  PETERS,  a well-known  farmer  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  Was  born  at  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
January  31,  1858. 

Barney  and  Catherine  (Foster)  Peters,  parents 
of  our  subject,  are  both  natives  of  Germany,  the 
father  born  in  July,  1824,  the  mother  in  1834,  and 
when  young  came  together,  with  Nicholas  Ruster, 
to  the  New  World.  In  his  younger  days  the  father 
was  a tanner,  later  devoting  his  time  to  farming, 
but  is  now  living  retired.  During  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  he  entered  the  Union  army,  and  he  lost 
his  right  hand  in  the  service  of  his  adopted  country. 
Now  in  their  declining  years  he  and  his  wife  are 
enjoying  a well-earned  rest,  at  their  pleasant  home 
in  East  Stroudsburg.  In  religious  faith  they  are 
Lutherans,  and  in  political  sentiment  the  father  is 
a Democrat.  Frank  is  the  eldest  of  their  family; 
Philip  married  Bertha  Heller,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  at  East  Stroudsburg;  Joseph  wedded  Mary 
Lee,  and  operates  his  father’s  farm ; Elizabeth  is 
the  wife  of  John  Row,  a railroad  conductor  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; Conrad  married  Sally  Peters,  and 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Stroud  township,  Mon- 
roe county ; Mary,  widow  of  Robert  Colbt,  is  a 
resident  of  East  Stroudsburg;  George  married 
Emma  Kramer,  and  is  employed  as  fireman  at  the 
Normal  School  in  East  Stroudsburg;  Charles  mar- 
ried Martha  Prutzman,  and  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county : and 
Elbina  and  Lena  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Frank  Peters  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  aiding  his  father  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm.  He  then  worked  in  a tan- 
nery at  Sciota,  Monroe  county,  for  eight  years  and 


in  a limestone  quarry  for  one  year,  after  which  he 
purchased  his  present  farm  from  Susanna  Transue, 
and  he  has  since  given  his  time  and  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  with  good  results.  He  is  a 
thorough  and  systematic  farmer,  and  a business  man 
of  known  reliability.  Success  has  attended  his  well- 
directed  efforts,  and  he  is  now  the  possessor  of  a 
comfortable  home  and  competence.  His  political 
support  is  always  given  to  the  Democratic  party 
and  in  his  church  relations  he  is  a Lutheran. 

On  October  30,  1881,  at  Sciota,  Hamilton  town- 
ship, Mr.  Peters  married  Miss  Cecelia  Steimetz, 
by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Martin  and  Lavine. 
Mrs.  Peters  was  born  in  that  township  April  1,  1866, 
and  there  her  father,  Reuben  Steimetz,  is  still  en- 
gaged in  general  farming.  He  was  born  in  North- 
ampton county,  Penn.,  June  8,  1824,  a son  of  John 
and  Polly  (Stoudler)  Steimetz,  also  natives  of 
Northampton  county,  whence  they  came  to  Monroe 
county  in  1838.  The  parents  of  John,  Philip  and 
Betsy  (Oberidge)  Steimetz,  spent  their  entire  lives 
engaged  in  farming  in  Northampton  county,  and 
his  wife’s  father,  George  Stoudler,  was  also  a resi- 
dent of  that  county.  In  Monroe  county  John 
Steimetz  carried  on  farming  throughout  his  active 
business  life.  He  died  there  in  November,  1881, 
aged  eighty-four  years,  his  wife  in  April,  1868. 
Their  children  were  John,  George,  Philip,  Charles, 
Thomas,  Levi,  Reuben,  Lydia  A.  (wife  of  Samuel 
Haney),  Polly  (wife  of  John  Rodder),  Mary  Ann 
(Mrs.  Shaffer),  Clara  (Mrs.  Searles),  and  Katie 
J.  (Mrs.  Wallet). 

Reuben  Steimetz  came  to  Monroe  county  in 
1842,  and  also  engaged  in  farming  as  a life  work. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Reformed  Church,  and 
casts  his  ballot  with  the  Democratic  party.  On  De- 
cember 24,  1856,  in  Monroe  county,  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Murphy,  and  to  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, namely : Clarissa,  now  the  wife  of  Robert 

Hartman,  a farmer  of  Plamilton  township,  Monroe 
county;  Cecelia,  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Lavine, 
who  married  Hattie  Shafer,  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Hamilton  township.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Steimetz 
was  born  in,  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county, 
in  October,  1833,  a daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Shook)  Murphy,  also  natives  of  that  township, 
where  her  father  died  in  1881,  aged  seventy-four 
years;  her  mother  passed  away  in  1897.  Their 
children  were  Hannah  M.,  wife  of  Samuel  Wells; 
Sarah  J.,  mother  of  Mrs.  Peters;  Daniel,  a resident 
of  Polk  township,  Monroe  county;  Susan,  wife  of 
Lane  Phillips;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jack  Anthony; 
Juliette,  wife  of  John  Shaffer;  Adam;  Catherine, 
wife  of  Jacob  Hagley;  Mary,  wife  of  George  Bra- 
der;  Jane,  Mrs.  Phillips;  Ella,  wife  of  Silas  Shoop; 
Caroline,  wife  of  Samuel  Wein;  and  Louise,  wife 
of  Joseph  Flight.  John  Murphy  was  a son  of 
George  and  Mary  (Arnold)  Murphy,  farming  peo- 
ple, who  always  made  their  home  in  Monroe  county, 
and  his  wife’s  parents,  Henry  and  Margaret  (Kon- 
lde)  Shook,  were  also  well  known  agriculturists 
of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county. 
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HON.  DANIEL  MYERS  VAN  AUKEN. 
The  history  of  this  distinguished  resident  of  Milford 
is  of  unusual  interest,  his  brave  and  successful 
struggle  with  adverse  circumstances  in  early  life 
lending  greater  lustre  to  the  achievements  which 
have  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession in  Pike  county. 

Mr.  Van  Auken  was  born  January  15,  1826,  at 
Montague,  N.  J.,  and  in  the  paternal  line  his  an- 
cestry is  traced  to.  Holland.  His  boyhood  was 
spent  chiefly  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  at  the  home  of 
his  great-aunt,  Kate  Van  Auken,  and  his  education 
was  begun  in  the  district  school  near  by.  His  sum- 
mers were  occupied  with  farm  work,  and  during 
the  winter  season  he  was  often  employed  in  cutting 
timber  and  wood,  but  he  managed  to  secure  a good 
foundation  for  subsequent  study.  In  this  school  he 
had  a negro  boy  for  a seat  mate.  Later  he  attended 
school  at  Montague,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  under 
Somner  C.  LaZelle,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  on 
completing  his  course  there,  he  began  teaching. 
His  earnings  during  two  seasons  enabled  him  to 
enter  Deckertown  Academy,  then  conducted  by 
Prof.  William  Rankin,  but  at  the  end  of  a year  his 
health  failed  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his 
studies  for  a time.  He  still  had  some  funds  left, 
and  as  he  received  a good  offer  in  the  following 
spring  from  the  directors  of  the  school  at  Pleasant 
Valley,  N.  J.,  he  resumed  his  profession,  spending 
two  years  there.  He  then  returned  to  Deckertown 
Academy,  remaining  a year  and  a half,  when  his 
funds  gave  out.  His  ability  had  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  Prof.  Rankin,  who  undertook  to  prepare 
him  for  college,  and  later  paid  him  a small  salary 
for  doing  some  work.  In  1850  Mr.  Van  Auken 
entered  the  junior  class  of  Union  College,  at  Sche- 
nectady,’ N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  two  years, 
graduating  July  9,  1852.  Soon  afterwards  he  came 
to  Milford,  and  began  to  read  law  under  John  B. 
LaForge,  with  whom  he  spent  three  years,  being 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1855.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  been  active  in  politics,  doing  effective  work  on 
the  stump,  which  won  him  friends  in  all  parts  of 
the  county.  He  was  appointed  to  fill  an  unexpired 
term  as  district  attorney,  in  the  place  of  William 
Smith,  resigned,  and  at  the  next  election  he  was 
chosen  to  the  office  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  In 
1866  he  was  elected  to  Congress  by  a large  ma- 
jority, and  two  years  later  he  was  re-elected, 
receiving  7,605  votes  more  than  his  Republican  op- 
ponent. In  1874  he  was  a candidate  from  Pike 
county  for  the  office  of  presiding  judge  of  the 
Twenty-second  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  after  balloting  several  thousand  times  the  con- 
ferees nominated  him ; but  the  Democrats  of  Wavne 
county  insisted  upon  placing  Hon.  Frederick  M. 
Crane’s  name  before  the  people.  This  action  caused 
a division  in  the  Democratic  ranks,  and  the  election 
of  the  Republican  candidate,  Charles  P.  Waller,  by 
a small  majority.  Judge  Waller’s  death  in  1882, 
after  seven  years  of  his  term  had  expired,  brought 
on  another  conflict  over  the  Democratic  nomina- 


tion, Mr.  Van  Auken  receiving  the  indorsement  of 
the  Pike  County  Democracy,  while  George  S.  Purdy 
was  supported  by  Wayne  county,  the  divided 
strength  of  the  party  again  bringing  defeat.  For 
nine  years  past  Mr.  Van  Auken  has  served  as  dis- 
trict attorney,  and  at  present  he  is  the  oldest  member 
of  the  Milford  Bar.  He  resides  at  the  old  Ross 
homestead,  which  is  separated  from  Milford  bor- 
ough by  Elizabeth  street  and  Vandermark  creek.  He 
and  his  family  are  prominent  socially,  and  he  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  having 
joined  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  where  he  attained  the 
rank  of  Master  Mason,  and  later  he  helped  to  or- 
ganize the  Milford  Lodge. 

On  November  4,  1857,  Mr.  Van  Auken  was 
married  at  Milford  by  Rev.  Mr.  Todd,  a Presby- 
terian minister,  to  Miss  Marcia  Brodhead,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children:  (1)  Grace  B.,  married 

Henry  S.  Mott,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  a govern- 
ment employe,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Theodosia  and  Charles  Van  Wyck.  (2)  Ross  B. 
married  Eva  Paget,  and  resides  on  a farm  at  Mil- 
ford. (3)  Florida  McElrath  married  Hugh  W. 
Brodhead,  a machinist  at  Milford,  and  has  two 
children,  Daniel  and  Marcia.  Mrs.  Marcia  Van 
Auken  was  born  at  Milford  June  10,  1834,  and  died 
September  26,  1885.  She  was  a member  of  a well- 
known  family,  of  which  an  account  is  given  else- 
where, and  the  line  of  her  descent  was  traced  to 
Daniel  Brodhead,  the  first  American  ancestor, 
through  Richard,  Daniel,  Garret,  John  (1),  John 
(2),  and  John  H. 

Hon.  John  H.  Brodhead,  father  of  Mrs.  Van 
Auken,  was  born  January  5,  1802,  in  Milford,  and 
died  October  22,  1881.  He  was  a man  of  wealth  and 
prominence  and  served  some  years  ago  as  a member 
of  the  State  Legislature,  while  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  he 
held  a position  under  the  general  government.  He 
married  Miss  Louisa  Ross,  a native  of  Milford, 
born  March  14,  1802,  now  deceased.  Of  their  chil- 
dren the  eldest,  Louisa  (now  deceased)  married 
Rev.  Dr.  H.  S.  Carpenter,  a Presbyterian  clergy- 
man at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Miss  Mary  G.  resides  in 
Milford ; Augustus,  a deceased  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter, was  a missionary  in  India  for  twenty  years ; 
Marcia  (Mrs.  Van  Auken)  was  fourth  in  the  order 
of  birth;  John  F.  (deceased),  who  served  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department  during  the  Civil  war, 
married  Louisa  Avery,  daughter  of  Hon.  Otis 
Avery,  of  Llonesdale ; Ross  went  to  sea  and  was 
never  heard  from  afterward ; Mark,  who  was  a 
quartermaster  during  the  Civil  war,  and  now  holds 
a government  position  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  mar- 
ried Lizzie  Burley,  daughter  of  David  Burley,  a 
prominent  resident  of  Milford,  Penn. ; Kate  married 
the  late  Hon.  Charles  H.  Van  Wyck,  formerly  a 
general  in  the  United  States  army,  a congressman 
from  the  Thirty-eighth  District  of  New  York  and 
United  States  senator  from  Nebraska,  having  been 
chosen  to  the  latter  position  during  his  residence 
in  that  State. 
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JOHN  N.  COLE,  who  is  numbered  among  the 
wealthy  dairymen  and  stock  dealers  of  Damascus, 
Wayne  county,  is  deservedly  honored  as  one  of  the 
best  examples  of  the  self-made  man  in  this  section, 
of  which  he  is  one  of  the  solid,  respected  citizens. 
He  is  a native  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  born  in 
December,  1854,  a son  of  Moses  and  Elizabeth 
(Holbert)  Cole. 

Moses  Cole  was  born  in  1821  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  where  he  grew  to  maturity.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Holbert,  who  was  born  in  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  in  1826,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sabra 
Holbert,  who  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  that 
county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Cole  bought  a 
farm  in  Sussex  county,  near  Milford,  where  he 
resided  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in 
May,  1891,  at  the  homestead.  His  widow  still  sur- 
vives, at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-one  years. 
Eight  children  blessed  their  union,  of  whom  we 
give  a brief  record : Mary  J.  was  born  and  reared 
in  Sussex  county,  and  lives  with  her  mother  on  the 
homestead ; she  is  unmarried.  William  H.  married 
Miss  Libbie  Stanton,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
where  they  reside,  their  home  being  near  Middle- 
town;  he  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  that  vi- 
cinity, owning  a number  of  farms  and  engaging 
extensively  in  dairying;  they  have  no  children. 
Thomas  J.  received  his  education  in  Deckertown, 
N.  J.,  and  has  followed  the  profession  of  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  now  lives ; he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lydia  Hazen,  of  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and 
has  two  children,  Elmer  and  Charles.  Martha  E.  is 
the  wife  of  Edward  Bevin,  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
and  has  two  children,  Francis  and  Ella.  Ophelia  is 
unmarried,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Beamer,  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  Ella  mar- 
ried Edward  Beamer,  formerly  of  Sussex  county, 
now  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  carries  on 
farming;  they  have  three  children,  Leslie,  Hattie 
and  Ella.  Grant  married  Miss  Mary  Hazen,  of  Pike 
county,  Penn.,  and  they  live  on  the  paternal  home- 
stead in  Sussex  county;  they  have  one  daughter, 
Myrtle.  John  N.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this  bio- 
graphical sketch. 

John  N.  Cole  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm  in  New  Jersey,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  county.  When  a young  man 
he  settled  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  here,  in 
June,  1882,  he  married  Miss  Emma  E.  Holbert,  of 
Equinunk,  who  was  born  in  February,  1854,  in  Pike 
county.  Her  parents,  William  and  Emma  Holbert, 
were  old  and  prominent  residents  of  Pike  county, 
her  father  being  one  of  the  most  extensive  of  the 
early  lumbermen  of  Pike  and  Wayne  counties. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Cole  resided  in  Equinunk 
for  about  two  years,  in  1884  removing  to  Damascus, 
where  he  made  a purchase  of  200  acres  of  wild 
land  near  the  gristmill  of  Joel  Hill.  He  set  him- 
self energetically  to  work  to  put  the  land  in  farming 
condition,  and  cleared  over  150  acres,  which  is  now 
under  a good  state  of  cultivation,  and  on  which  in 


1886  he  erected  a large  barn,  with  wagonshed  and 
other  outbuildings ; in  1890  he  erected  a large  two- 
story  dwelling,  which  is  equipped  with  all  modern 
improvements  and  conveniences.  Mr.  Cole  is  now 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  most  highly  cultivated  and 
improved  places  of  Damascus  township,  where  in 
addition  to  general  farming  he  has  also  engaged 
in  stock  raising  and  dairying,  doing  an  extensive 
and  profitable  business  in  these  branches.  Our 
subject  commenced  life  on  his  own  account  as  a 
laborer  in  Mr.  Holbert’s  tannery,  obtained  a start 
by  industry  and  economy,  and  has  risen  steadily  in 
the  ranks  of  successful  farmers  till  he  now  stands 
foremost  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Damas- 
cus township  as  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  dairy 
and  stock  farms  in  its  boundaries.  His  buildings 
are  substantial  and  well  kept  up,  his  land  is  sys- 
tematically cultivated,  and  everything  in  his 
surroundings  gives  evidence  of  good  care  and  pre- 
sents a neat  and  tasteful  appearance. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  have  three  daughters : 
Effa  M.,  born  in  June,  1883,  in  Equinunk;  Emma 
E.,  born  in  Damascus  in  December,  1885,  and  Nora 
H.,  born  in  Damascus  in  February,  1889.  The 
eldest  daughter  received  her  preliminary  training 
in  the  home  schools,  and  is  at  the  present  time  at- 
tending the  high  school  in  Hawley.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  are,  in  religious  connection,  members 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  Damascus.  He  is  an  active 
and  influential  worker  in  the  local  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party,  to  which  he  has  always  given 
his  political  support.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  Duck  Harbor  Farmers’  Alliance,  No.  650. 

O.  T.  CHAMBERS,  the  proprietor  of  a well- 
appointed  drug  store  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  county, 
was  born  June  16,  1851,  in  Easton,  this  State,  and 
is  a son  of  Joseph  and  Lucy  A.  (Olmstead)  Cham- 
bers. The  Chambers  family  is  probably  of  Scottish 
origin. 

Joseph  Chambers  was  born  in  1812,  in  Red- 
bank,  N.  J.,  whence  he  removed  with  his  parents 
to  New  York  City  in  childhood.  He  was  reared  to 
manhood  there,  and  when  old  enough  began  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  merchant-tailor  business,  which 
he  learned  thoroughly,  eventually,  in  about  1820, 
starting  in  that  line  on  his  own  responsibility.  His 
establishment  was  in  Broadway  and  he  continued 
in  business  in  New  York  until  about  1830,  after 
which  he  went  to  West  Point,  where  he  had  a con- 
tract to  furnish  uniforms  for  the  cadets. 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  Easton,  Penn.,  in  which 
place  he  followed  merchant  tailoring  up  to  his  re- 
moval to  Honesdale,  in  1864.  It  was  not  long 
before  he  was  recognized  here  as  the  leading  mer- 
chant tailor  of  the  place,  and  he  commanded  the 
best  patronage  as  long  as  he  remained  in  the  busi- 
ness. He  died  in  1884,  leaving  a widow  and  two 
sons,  O.  T.  and  Edward.  The  last  named  was  a 
druggist  by  occupation,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his 
decease,  which  occurred  when  he  was  thirty-seven 
years  old,  was  in  partnership  with  his  brother.  He 
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married  a Miss  Cooper,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Joseph  B.  and  Bessie.  Mr.  Chambers  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Chambers 
was  born  in  Montrose,  Penn.,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried in  Easton. 

O.  T.  Chambers  was  brought  up  in  Easton, 
Penn.,  and  Honesdale,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  both  places,  receiving  the  principal  part 
of  his  training,  however,  in  the  Honesdale  schools. 
He  learned  the  printer’s  trade  in  the  office  of  The 
Citizen,  in  Honesdale,  but  in  1873  he  left  the  print- 
ing business  for  that  of  druggist,  which  he  has 
since  followed.  As  above  stated,  he  and  his  brother 
carried  on  the  drug  store  in  partnership  until  the 
latter’s  death,  since  when  our  subject  has  continued 
the  business  alone,  and  he  has  one  of  the  best 
equipped  establishments  in  the  town.  Mr.  Cham- 
bers is  inclined  to  be  quiet  and  retiring  in  his  ways, 
but  he  is  nevertheless  well  known  and  liked  by  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  though  not  as  active  perhaps 
as  some  in  public  matters,  he  has  the  interest  of  his 
town  at  heart,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  her  hon- 
ored, thrifty  business  men. 

Mr.  Chambers  married  Miss  Hattie  Delezenne, 
who  was  born  in  Honesdale,  December  8,  1853,  and 
they  have  had  one  daughter,  Katie.  Mr.  Chambers, 
like  his  father  before  him,  gives  his  political  allegi- 
ance to  the  Republican  party. 

RICHARD  GREGORY  well  exemplifies  in 
his  career  the  motto  that  “merit  always  commands 
its  reward,”  for  he  has  had  to  contend  with  more 
than  ordinary  misfortunes,  but  he  has  steadily  per- 
severed in  his  purpose  to  secure  a home  and 
competence  for  himself  and  family,  and  success  has 
at  length  crowned  his  efforts,  placing  him  among 
the  prosperous  farmers  of  Berlin  township,  Wayne 
county. 

Mr.  Gregory  was  born  January  2,  1824,  in  the 
parish  of  Southill,  Cornwall,  England,  a son  of 
Richard  and  Susanna  (Williams)  Gregory.  In  1849 
he  and  his  brother  William  c'ame  to  America,  and 
commenced  work  on  a farm  for  Thomas  Stephens, 
in  Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where 
they  earned  the  money  with  which  to  bring  their 
parents  to  the  New  World.  The  father  died  in  that 
township  in  1854,  and  the  mother  afterward  re- 
married and  removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  her  death 
occurred  in  1887.  The  family  was  as  follows: 
( 1 ) Elizabeth,  like  the  remainder  of  the  family, 
was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  and  in  that  country 
married  George  Warring.  For  some  years  they 
and  their  children  have  lived  in  Wisconsin.  (2) 
Thomas  W.  was  drowned  in  England  when  a young 
man.  (3)  Richard  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth. 
(4)  Mary  wedded  William  Milton,  and  on  coming 
to  America  located  in  Montreal,  Canada,  where  they 
have  reared  their  family  and  still  reside.  (5)  Wil- 
liam came  with  his  parents  to  Wayne  county  when  a 
young  man,  and  here  married  Maria  Snell,  who  is 
of  English  descent.  He  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Dyberry  township,  Wayne  county.  (6)  Ann 


is  now  Mrs.  Samuel  Varcoe,  of  Canada,  and  has  a 
large  family.  (7)  Sarah  was  married  in  Wayne 
county  to  William  Searls,  also  a native  of  England, 
and  they  make  their  home  in  Carbondale,  Penn. 
Their  children  are  Mary  A.,  Mrs.  Cole,  of  Carbon- 
dale;  Jane,  a teacher  in  a school  for  deaf  mutes  at 
Pittsburg,  Penn.;  Tirzah;  William;  Rosy,  now 
Mrs.  Commodore  Sands,  of  Forest  City,  Penn. ; and 
Sadie,  who  is  also  married.  (8)  John  married 
Christina  Bynds,  of  Texas,  Wayne  county,  by  whom 

he  has  three  children,  Alice,  Carrie  and  , and 

they  reside  in  Dyberry. 

Richard  Gregory  was  married  in  1851  to  Miss 
Grace  Doney,  who  was  born  in  1829,  in  Cornwall, 
England.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and  Grace  Doney, 
were  also  natives  of  Cornwall,  and  on  coming  to 
this  country  located  near  Beach  Lake,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Bethany,  Wayne  county,  where  both  died. 
In  October,  1852,  Mr.  Gregory  met  with  a very 
sad  misfortune.  While  he  was  engaged  in  blasting 
rock  the  charge  of  powder  exploded,  destroying  the 
sight  of  both  his  eyes.  Though  left  entirely  blind, 
with  a wife  and  one  child  depending  upon  him  for 
support,  he  did  not  give  up,  but  with  characteristic 
energy  has  steadily  overcome  all  obstacles  in  his 
path  to  success,  and  is  now  able  to  perform  all  kinds 
of  farm  work,  such  as  binding  grain,  forking  hay, 
etc.,  and  when  seen  by  the  writer  of  this  sketch  was 
cutting  corn  fodder,  feeding  the  machine  himself. 

Mr.  Gregory  was  ably  assisted  in  his  work  by 
his  worthy  wife,  and  by  thrift  and  good  manage- 
ment they  accumulated  a comfortable  property. 
Prior  to  losing  his  sight  he  had  purchased  a small 
farm  in  Texas  township,  on  which  he  erected  a 
good  house  in  1854,  and  built  a barn,  and  he  made 
that  place  his  home  until  1871,  when  he  traded  it 
for  his  present  property,  known  as  the  Schoonover 
farm,  in  Berlin  township,  near  the  Pike  county  line, 
two  miles  from  Beach  Lake.  It  is  now  ably  man- 
aged by  his  son,  Amos  D.  His  faithful  wife,  who 
shared  all  the  hardships  of  his  early  life  so  uncom- 
plainingly, was  called  to  the  world  beyond  January, 
1891,  mourned  by  many  friends,  as  well  as  her  im- 
mediate family. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregory, 
Thomas  W.  and  William  (twins)  were  the  eldest. 
The  former  died  in  childhood.  (3)  Lucy  A.,  born 
in  Texas  township  in  May,  1853,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Ernest  Miller,  a farmer  of  Berlin  township,  and 
of  the  fourteen  children  born  to  them  those  still 
living  are  Henry,  Minnie,  Lewis,  Bower,  Augusta, 
Retta,  Charles,  Dennie  and  Bessie.  Minnie  is  now 
the  wife  of  John  Whitmore,  of  Berlin  township, 
and  has  one  daughter.  (4)  George  F.,  born  in 
Texas  township  in  July,  1854,  married  Lizzie  Van- 
gorder,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  reside  on  his 
farm  in  Berlin  township.  Their  children  are  Ed- 
ward, Hattie,  Samuel,  Sadie,  Eva,  Amos,  William, 
Nora  and  Bessie.  (5)  James  H.,  born  in  Texas 
township  in  1857,  married  Florence  McIntyre,  of 
Wayne  county,  and  resides  on  his  farm  near  Beach 
Lake.  They  have  five  daughters,  Neal,  Della,  Myr- 
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tie,  Stella  and  Josephine.  (6)  John  A.,  born  in 
Texas  township,  married  Maggie  Barnes,  who  was 
bora  near  Beach  Lake,  and  they  live  on  his  farm 
in  Berlin  township.  They  have  two  children  living, 
Johnnie  and  Grace ; several  died  in  childhood,  Os- 
car, Rush,  Joseph,  Friend  and  Welland.  (7) 
Maria  Augusta,  born  in  Texas  township  in  1865, 
is  the  wife  of  John  Troop,  a farmer  of  Berlin  town- 
ship, and  the  children  born  to  them  were  William 
R.,  Annie  C.,  Retta  G.,  Rosie  J.,  Lewis  R.  and 
Leonard  B.,  all  living;  and  Clara  and  Alice,  who 
died  in  childhood.  (8)  Charles  E.  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years.  (9)  Amos  D.,  born  in  Texas 
township,  received  a public-school  education,  and 
has  always  remained  on  the  home  farm,  which  he  is 
now  successfully  operating.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics, 
Council  No.  980.  In  August,  1890,  he  married  Miss 
Clara  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  in 
June,  1871,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  Berlin 
township.  They  have  five  children,  Olive  J.,  Lydia 
A.  and  Lillie  C.  (twins),  Charles  E.  and  Minnie 
M.  (10)  Enos  W.,  born  in  Texas  township,  mar- 
ried Azuba  Reamer,  of  Berlin  township,  and  they 
make  their  home  in  Honesdale,  where  he  is  engaged 
as  a glass-cutter.  Their  children  are  Clarence  and 
Fred,  (n)  Samuel  R.,  born  in  Berlin  township 
in  1872,  resides  at  home  with  his  father;  he  owns 
real  estate  in  the  town  of  Berlin. 

Politically  Mr.  Gregory  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  religiously  he  is  connected 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  was  also  a faithful  member.  Wherever  known 
he  is  held  in  high  regard,  and  his  career  has  com- 
manded the  respect  and  admiration  of  all. 

RAY  M.  BAKER  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Baker  & Harrington,  who  own  the  leading 
and  popular  livery,  sale  and  feed  stables  at  Mon- 
trose, Susquehanna  county.  They  keep  on  hand  a 
fine  line  of  carriages,  new  and  stylish  good  horses 
and  careful  drivers,  and  there  are  no  more  popular 
liverymen  in  this  part  of  the  State,  being  hail  fel- 
lows well  met,  who  make  friends  easily  and  have 
the  happy  faculty  of  being  able  to  retain  them. 

Mr.  Baker  was  born  February  28,  1859,  in 
Lycoming  county,  Penn.,  a son  of  George  W. 
Baker.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  quite  small, 
leaving  five  children,  of  whom  he  was  fourth  in 
the  order  of  birth.  He  received  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  and  by  close  observation 
and  practical  experience  obtained  a thorough  knowl- 
edge of  business  methods  which  has  been  of  great 
assistance  to  him  in  later  years.  He  lived  with 
his  uncle,  Charles  Baker,  for  several  years  and  at 
the  same  time  worked  in  a planingmill  for  a time. 
For  some  years  he  was  also  a popular  clerk  in  the 
employ  of  S.  B.  McCain  of  Rush,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  on  leaving  his  service  came  to  Mon- 
trose and  purchased  the  livery  business  of  John  R. 
Raynsford,  who  enjoyed  an  excellent  trade,  to 
which  our  subject  has  succeeded. 


In  1891,  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Maggie  A.  McGovern,  a daughter  of 
Peter  McGovern.  She  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Susquehanna  county,  and  belongs  to  one  of  its  most 
highly-respected  families.  Socially  Mr.  Baker  is 
quite  prominent,  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  471, 
I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Montrose,  and  politically  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party.  Honorable  in 
business  he  commands  the  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact  and  is  popular  with  the 
traveling  public. 

CHARLES  O.  REILEY,  who  has  made  his 
home  in  Pike  county  since  1862,  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  wealthy  residents  of  the  agricultural 
class  in  Delaware  township,  where  he  owns  a farm 
of  large  proportions  worthy  in  every  way  to  be 
classed  with  the  best  in  the  county. 

Pennsylvania  numbers  many  of  the  sons  of 
Erin  among  her  most  substantial  and  respected  citi- 
zens, men  who,  coming  to  this  country  in  their  early 
manhood,  have  taken  advantage  of  the  opportuni- 
ties here  offered  to  willing  workers  everywhere,  and 
by  years  of  earnest  toil  reached  a degree  of  pros- 
perity which  would  have  been  impossible  for  them 
to  attain  in  their  mother  country,  at  the  same  time 
living  lives  of  eminent  usefulness  to  their  fellow 
men  in  general ; for  this  fact  is  never  disputed,  that 
the  welfare  of  a community  depends  on  the  spirit 
of  ambition  and  progress  displayed  by  its  individual 
members.  Of  this  class  Mr.  Reiley  deserves  to  be 
ranked  among  the  foremost,  for  he  is  a typical  pros- 
perous, self-made  man,  in  the  best  sense  of  that 
much-abused  term — energetic,  intelligent  and  pro- 
gressive in  every  respect,  attending  thoroughly  to 
the  details  of  his  own  affairs,  and  also  taking  a 
public-spirited  interest  in  public  matters,  especially 
in  the  locality  with  whose  advancement  he  has  been 
identified  for  so  many  years. 

Mr.  Reiley  was  born  April  2,  1827,  in  County 
Louth,  Ireland,  son  of  Owen  O.  and  Jane  (Russell) 
Reiley,  and  grandson  of  Charles  and  Mary  (But- 
terly)  Reiley.  The  parents  and  grandparents  passed 
their  entire  lives  in  Ireland,  and  were  farmers  by 
occupation,  our  subject’s  father  also  engaging  ex- 
tensively in  cattle  speculating,  disposing  of  his 
stock  in  the  English  markets.  Charles  O.  is  one  of 
eight  children;  of  whom  we  give  a brief  record : 
Mary  became  the  wife  of  Michael  Higgins ; Jane 
married  James  Moore;  Ann  was  never  heard  of 
after  she  came  to  America ; Margaret  came  to 
America  and  married  a Mr.  Agen ; Charles  O.  is 
next  in  the  order  of  birth ; Owen  married  and  died 
in  New  York  City;  John  is  supposed  to  have  been 
killed  while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army ; 
Thomas  is  married  and  resides  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  fruit  business.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  in  1840,  the  father  in 
i860,  at  the  age  of  seventy-twO’  years. 

Charles  O.  Reiley  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  country  of  his  birth,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1849,  landing  at  New  York  City.  The  day 
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after  his  arrival  he  proceeded  to  Stratford,  Conn., 
where  he  remained  until  1852,  employed  as  gar- 
dener and  farmer,  and  returning  thence  to  New 
York  City  he  worked  on  ships  as  foreman  for  the 
New  York  & Philadelphia  line,  with  which  he  con- 
tinued until  his  removal  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in 
1862.  Here  he  purchased  the  farm  which  he  has 
ever  since  owned  and  occupied ; but  not  long  after 
his  location  here  he  was  drafted  into  the  Union 
army  at  Milford,  on  October  1,  1862,  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Eighteenth  Regular  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  with  which  he  served  faithfully  during  the 
remainder  of  the  Civil  war,  engaged  on  detail  duty. 
He  was  wounded  several  times,  and  has  scars  on 
his  body  which  he  will  carry  to  his  grave.  At  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness  he  was  wounded  twice  in 
his  left  leg;  he  was  shot  four  times  in  the  lift  ribs, 
and  a horse,  stepping  on  his  left  foot,  smashed  the 
toes ; in  front  of  Richmond  he  was  struck  in  the 
face  by  an  exploding  shell,  and  some  of  the  shot 
still  remain  in  his  face.  With  all  this  he  was  never 
in  hospital,  maintaining  always  that  he  would  rather 
die  than  go.  He  was  honorably  discharged  June  2, 
1865,  at  Philadelphia,  and  returning  home  resumed 
farming  as  soon  as  possible,  continuing  to  follow 
that  occupation  with  signal,  success  to  the  present 
day. 

As  above  stated,  Mr.  Reiley  has  a fine  farm, 
beautifully  laid  out  and  improved  in  a manner  de- 
cidedly up-to-date,  and  all  this  is  the  result  of  in- 
defatigable labor  on  his  part,  for  he  is  known  as  a 
tireless  worker  and  good  manager,  especially  in 
everything  pertaining  to  agricultural  affairs.  How- 
ever, he  has  found  time  for  pleasure  even  in  his 
busy  life,  and  he  has  done  a great  deal  of  hunting 
and  trapping  in  his  day,  delighting  in  sport.  As 
might  be  expected  of  one  of  his  wide  experience,  he 
is  a good  conversationalist  and  entertainer,  with 
a memory  keen  for  the  best  in  all  he  has  seen  or 
heard.  He  has  been  quite  active  in  township  affairs, 
and  has  served  ably  as  assistant  assessor,  roadmas- 
ter  and  auditor.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  post  at  Milford,  and,  in  religious  connec- 
tion, unites  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  His 
political  sympathies  are  with  the  Democratic  party. 

On  April  23,  1854,  Mr.  Reiley  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  New  York  City,  with  Miss  Margaret 
Shea,  who  was  born  in  County  Kilkenny,  Ireland, 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Farrell)  Shea,  who 
passed  their  lives  in  Ireland.  Five  children  blessed 
this  union,  namely : Mary  J.  and  Margaret  A. 

(twins),  the  former  of  whom  died  October  1,  i860, 
the  latter  in  December,  1896  (Margaret  married 
John  Callahan)  ; Fanny,  wife  of  John  Cunningham, 
a prominent  insurance  agent  of  Dobb’s  Ferry,  N. 
Y. ; Kate,  who  married  Frank  Herman,  proprietor 
of  a restaurant  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ; and  Charles, 
a miner,  of  Victor,  Colo. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Reiley  died  December  10,  1871, 
at  the  age  of  forty  years,  on  the  farm  in  Delaware 
township,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Delaware  cem- 
etery. On  May  7,  1873,  Mr.  Reiley  married,  for 


his  second  wife,  Miss  Margaret  Finnegan,  the  cere- 
mony taking  place  in  New  York  City.  No  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  marriage.  Mrs.  Reiley 
is,  like  her  husband,  a native  of  County  Louth,  Ire- 
land, and  is  one  of  the  family  of  nine  children  born 
to  Owen  and  Catherine  (Sullivan)  Finnegan;  viz.: 
Gilbert,  who  died  young;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Reiley; 
Mary,  who  died  young;  Bridget,  Mrs.  John  Mc- 
Guire; Kate,  Mrs.  James  Bellier;  William,  who 
married  Ann  Caffrey;  Owen,  who  married  Mary 
Cooley ; Patrick,  who  died  young ; and  Barnett,  who 
married  Rose  A.  Devine.  Of  these,  William,  Bar- 
nett, Mary  and  Margaret  came  to  the  United  States, 
the  two  daughters  making  the  journey  together. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finnegan  passed  their  entire  lives  in 
Ireland,  where  he  died  in  March,  1873,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-five  years,  she  in  1855,  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years.  He  was  a blacksmith  and  farmer 
by  occupation. 

PATRICK  McGONIGLE  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  most  honored  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  He  was  born  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland, 
March  14,  1818,  but  when  only  two  years  old  was 
brought  to  America  by  his  parents,  Daniel  and 
Bridget  (Dewey)  McGonigle,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Ireland  and  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction.  They 
located  in  Goshen,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
mother  died.  In  1837,  the  father  came  to  Herrick 
Center,  Penn.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years.  He  was  a man  of  extraordinary  strength 
and  activity,  having  been  known  to  pick  up  four 
bushels  of  salt  with  his  teeth,  and  to  raise  a barrel 
of  whiskey  above  his  head.  In  the  family  were  only 
two  children,  of  whom  the  daughter  died  on  the 
ocean,  while  they  were  coming  to  the  New  World. 

Patrick  McGonigle  was  reared  upon  a farm  in 
Goshen,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  during  his  youth 
worked  as  a farm  hand  until  eighteen  years  of  age. 
He  had  to  care  for  twelve  cows  and  four  hundred 
sheep,  besides  gahering  wood  for  two  fires,  and  for 
this  he  received  $4  per  month.  For  a time  he  also 
worked  in  a carding  and  cloth  factory  in  Goshen 
for  a Mr.  Phillips,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  blacksmith’s  trade  at  that  place.  At  the  age  of 
of  eighteen  he  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  some 
time.  For  many  years  he  devoted  his  energies  to 
that  occupation,  during  which  time  he  spent  one 
year  in  Savannah,  Ga.  He  was  in  partnership 
with  John  Giltfeller  at  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  for  two 
years,  and  on  coming  to  Herrick  Center  in  1842, 
erected  a blacksmith  shop,  a house  and  barn,  which 
are  still  owned  by  his  heirs.  During  the  last  five 
years  of  his  life  he  lived  retired  on  account  of  ill 
health.  Flis  death  occurred  July  5,  1889,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  in  a private  cemetery  upon 
his  farm.  He  was  an  active  and  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Herrick 
Center,  was  class  leader  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  for  twenty-two  years,  and  was  in- 


1658 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


strumental  in  building  the  first  Methodist  Church 
in  his  part  of  the  county.  He  gave  liberally  to  the 
support  of  all  worthy  enterprises  for  the  public 
good,  and  in  his  death  the  community  realized  that 
it  had  lost  one  of  its  most  valued  and  useful  citi- 
zens. Truly  such  a life  is  worth  having  been  lived, 
and  deserves  permanent  record  on  the  pages  of  the 
country’s  history,  that  others,  seeing  the  good 
works,  may  follow  in  the  footsteps. 

On  December  31,  1839,  in  Herrick  Center,  Mr. 
McGonigle  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Munford,  who  still  survives  him  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  children.  She  was  born  in 
Herrick  Center  March  28,  1821,  a daughter  of 
Lillibridge  and  Deborah  (Sherwood)  Munford,  the 
former  a native  of  Tolland  county.  Conn.,  the  latter 
of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county,  Penn. 
Both  died  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, the  father  in  September,  1862,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years,  the  mother  in  1864,  aged  sixty-five 
years,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in  the  old 
Munford  burying  ground  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  Mrs.  McGonigle  is  the  oldest 
of  their  children,  the  others  being  Thomas,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Malinda,  a resident  of  Sturgis, 
S.  Dak.;  Merritt,  who  died  young;  and  George,  a 
lumber  merchant  of  Sturgis,  S.  Dak.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Gonigle’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Jirah  and 
Deborah  (Lillibridge)  Munford,  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  pioneers  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  The  grandfather  owned  and 
operated  farms,  saw  and  grist  mills,  tanneries,  etc., 
and  was  a man  of  prominence  in  his  community. 
The  maternal  grandparents,  Solomon  and  Polly 
(Horton)  Sherwood,  were  natives  of  Orange  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  respectively, 
and  were  farming  people. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGonigle  became  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Cecelia  married  Albert 

Allerton,  by  whom  she  had  a child,  Albert,  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  she  now  lives  at  the  old  home- 
stead with  her  mother;  Mattie  is  the  wife  of  D.  B. 
Towner,  of  Chicago,  111.,  a professor  of  vocal  music, 
who  was  with  Rev.  D.  L.  Moody,  the  evangelist; 
Etta  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  George  L.  mar- 
ried Grace  E.  Whipple  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead; Ida  is  the  wife  of  Henry  C.  Ruby,  a mer- 
chant of  Ponca,  Okla.,  and  they  have  two  children 
— Charles  and  Towner.  The  family  is  one  of  con- 
siderable prominence  in  the  community  where  its 
representatives  make  their  home. 

DAVID  McICEAN,  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful and  prosperous  business  men  of  Shohola  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  comes  of  a family  of  Scotch- 
Irish  origin,  which  was  founded  in  this  country  by 
his  grandfather,  James  McKean,  who  was  born  in 
London,  England,  June  8,  1738,  and  died  in  this 
country,  April  17,  1808,  while  his  wife,  Jemima 
McKean,  was  born  September  8,  17^3,  and  died 
May  18,  1816. 

Jesse  McKean,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 


-in  Warwick,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  December  10, 
1781,  and  died  November  7,  1861.  During  his  boy- 
hood he  removed  with  his  parents  from  his  native 
State  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  locating  where  Milford 
now  stands.  There  they  built  a log  cabin  and  lived 
in  true  pioneer  style.  During  a January  thaw  the 
stream  on  which  their  log  house  stood  overflowed 
its  banks,  and  carried  away  their  home,  the  family 
being  forced  to  flee  to  the  hills  for  safety.  Farming 
was  but  little  followed  in  those  early  days  and  the 
father  earned  a living  by  making  shingles;  he  was 
also  a noted  hunter.  When  our  subject  was  seven 
years  old  the  father  sold  his  land  at  that  place  and 
purchased  about  100  acres  in  Shohola  township, 
upon  which  the  family  moved.  With  the  assistance 
of  his  sons  he  cleared  the  land  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  upon  that  place  both  he  and  his  wife  spent 
their  remaining  days.  He  was  a thoughtful  reader, 
an  entertaining  talker,  and  took  great  interest  in 
political  and  religious  subjects.  He  always  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  party  by  his  ballot,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  were  earnest  and  faithful  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

On  May  16,  1808,  Jesse  McKean  married  Miss 
Azabeth  Travis,  who  was  born  August  19,  1794, 
and  died  September  27,  1868.  Her  parents,  Robert 
and  Rouniania  (Sherid)  Travis,  were  both  natives 
of  England,  and  three  of  her  paternal  uncles  served 
for  seven  years  in  the  Continental  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  as  Washington’s  Life  Guards. 
Jesse  and  Azabeth  McKean  became  the  parents  of 
seventeen  children,  namely:  (1)  .Lucretia,  born 

July  23,  1810,  died  October  21,  1826.  (2)  George 

W.,  born  February  14,  1812,  died  February  19, 
1880.  (3)  Amanda,  born  March  25,  1813,  married 
S.  L.  Hasen,  of  Blooming  Grove  township,  Pike 
county,  and  died  June  2,  1885.  (4)  Lucinda,  born 
December  25,  1814,  married  Howard  Hulse,  and 
they  were  residents  of  southeastern  Iowa,  where  she 
died  March  3,  1866.  (5)  Lexeuction,  born  Feb- 

ruary 2,  1816,  married  and  settled  in  Paupack  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  his  descendants  now  live 
in  that  and  Susquehanna  counties.  He  died  April 
5,  1886.  (6)  Thomas,  born  April  14,  1817,  never 

married  and  located  in  Easton,  Penn.,  where  he 
carried  on  a general  banking  business.  He  died 
March  17,  1894.  (7)  Hiram,  born  June  11,  1818, 

was  married  in  Canada  and  lived  for  many  years  in 
Sheboygan,  Wis.,  where  he  died  March  9,  1863. 
(8)  Gibson,  born  August  5,  1822,  died  April  25, 
1894.  (9)  Ruamy,  born  August  14,  1825,  married 
Hiram  Reed  and  lived  in  Plymouth,  Penn.,  where 
she  died  in  1897.  (10)  David,  our  subject,  is  the 

next  in  order  of  birth.  (11)  Charlotte,  born  June 
1,  1829,  is  now  the  widow  of  Louis  Croen,  of  Steu- 
ben county,  N.  Y.  (12)  Hugh,  born  March  8, 
1831,  is  married  and  lives  near  Sacramento,  Cal. 
(13)  Batemon,  twin  brother  of  Hugh,  married 
Lydia  Davis,  now  deceased.  (14)  Augusta,  born 
June  2,  1832,  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Smith, 
who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  during 
the  Civil  war.  (15)  Azabeth,  born  June  2,  1834, 
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is  the  wife  of  Silas  Rowley.  (16)  Jesse,  born  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1836,  was  drowned  March  2,  1838.  (17) 

Josiah,  born  May  3,  1839,  married  Jane  Decker 
and  lived  at  Long  Eddy,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
she  died-  December  7,  1897. 

David  McKean  was  born  in  Dingman  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  January  12,  1827,  and  when  a 
boy  came  with  his  parents  to  Shohola  township, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  assisting  in  the  ardu- 
ous task  of  clearing  and  developing  the  home  farm. 
After  his  marriage  he  took  charge  of  the  Taylor 
property  at  Greeley,  Pike  county,  including  a farm, 
grist  and  saw  mill,  which  he  operated  for  thirteen 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  in  1874,  he  bought 
a farm  of  eighty-four  acres  in  Shohola  township,  to 
which  he  has  since  added  a 102-acre  tract  adjoining, 
a part  of  which  is  underlaid  with  a fine  grade  of 
blue  stone,  silver  and  lead.  Besides  this  property 
he  has  s'eventy-five  acres  of  very  valuable  timber 
land  in  Blooming  Grove  township,  Pike  county, 
and  is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming, 
lumbering  and  quarrying.  Pie  has  recently  en- 
larged his  home  with  the  expectation  of  taking 
summer  boarders.  In  all  his  undertakings  he  has 
met  with  marked  success,  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  reliable,  substantial  and  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  his  community,  as  well  as  one  of  its 
leading  and  influential  citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in 
the  offices  of  supervisor,  school  director  and  over- 
seer of  the  poor.  Religiously  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  earnest  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

On  March  25,  1857,  in  Middletown,  N.  Y., 
Mr.  McKean  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  Jane  Tra- 
vis, a daughter  of  Jesse  and  Eliza  (Cleaves)  Travis. 
Her  father  was  a native  of  Long  Island  and  a ship 
carpenter  by  trade.  Pie  died  December  31,  1894, 
when  he  was  aged  eighty-six  years  and  seven 
months.  The  mother,  who  was  born  in  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  November  14,  1814,  died  March 
29,  1899.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Wil- 

liam, born  April  9,  1834,  married  Catharine  Feely 
on  April  9,  1859,  and  lived  in  Steuben  county,  N. 
Y.,  until  his  death  June  5,  1888.  Ann  Jane,  born 
in  Pike  county,  January  19,  1836,  is  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  Ira  M.,  born  August  14,  1842,  is  a farmer 
of  that  county;  Emeline,  born  June  22,  1845,  is  the 
wife  of  Silas  Witter,  of  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.; 
Phoebe,  born  August  5,  1847,  is  deceased;  David 
C.,  born  November  24,  1849,  lives  in  Steuben 
county,  N.  Y.;  John  B.,  born  September  30,  1854, 
married  Ida  Smith  and  is  a farmer  of  Blooming 
Grove  township,  Pike  county;  Mehitable  B.,  de- 
ceased, born  July  23,  1852,  made  her  home  in  New 
York;  Mary  Ellen,  born  January  1 x , 1857,  is  the 
deceased  wife  of  Norman  Cook;  and  Andrew  E., 
born  June  24,  i860,  died  in  infancy. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McKean:  Lafayette,  born  November  19,  1857. 

died  May  5,  1862.  Alice,  born  June  1,  i860,  died 
May  10,  1862.  David,  born  May  21,  1863,  married 
Mary  Emma  Wainright,  by  whom  he  has  three 


children,  Edgar  W.,  Benton  J.  and  Murlin,  and 
they  live  in  Wantage  township,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J., 
where  he  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Jesse, 
born  March  9,  1866,  married  Lena  M.  Wallack, 
by  whom  he  has  three  children,  Jennie  May,  Ralph 
and  Ernest,  and  they  live  at  Peckville,  Penn.  War- 
ren, born  February  15,  1869,  lives  at  home  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  and  quarrying.  In  political 
sentiment  he  is  a Democrat. 

ROBERT  M.  BORNE  is  a farmer  of  Liberty 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  who  through  his 
own  industry  and  perseverance  has  worked  his  way 
upward  from  a humble  position  in  life  to  one  of 
affluence. 

Mr.  Borne  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England, 
a son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Borne,  also  natives  of 
Devonshire. 

As  Robert  M.  Borne  was  quite  young  when  his 
parents  died,  he  was  reared  by  relatives,  making 
his  home  on  a farm  with  an  uncle  until  thirteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  another 
uncle,  to  learn  the  machinist’s  and  carpenter’s 
trades,  remaining  with  him  until  twenty.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  he  received  three  months’  school- 
ing, paid  for  by  himself  with  pennies  saved  from 
gifts  of  friends.  For  some  time  he  followed  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  In  1867  he  went  to  London, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  three  months,  and 
then  went  to  Staffordshire,  where  through  the  in- 
fluence of  an  uncle,  he  was  placed  on  the  police 
force,  with  which  he  was  connected  until  his  emi- 
gration to  America.  In  1869  he  took  passage  on  a 
sailing  vessel  bound  for  New  York,  and  was  six 
weeks  making  the  voyage,  during  which  time  they 
encountered  a terrible  storm,  a number  of  sailors 
being  washed  overboard  and  our  subject  lashed 
to'  the  rigging  to  save  his  life.  He  finally;  in  April 
of  that  year,  arrived  safely  in  New  York,  and  the 
same  month  went  to  Owego,  where  he  worked  for 
a short  time,  after  which  he  drifted  to  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  on  one  of  the 
universities  in  that  city.  While  a member  of  the 
police  force  in  Staffordshire,  England,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  sergeant,  and  at  the  same 
time  attended  night  school. 

On  leaving  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Borne  com- 
menced wrorking  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad 
Company,  at  Pittston,  Penn.,  where  he  remained 
three  years.  While  there  he  became  acquainted 
with  Miss  Isabella  Low,  a daughter  of  John  J.  and 
Jane  A.  Low,  of  New  Jersey,  and  in  1872  they 
were  united  in  marriage. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  three  children, 
namely:  (1)  Robert  O.,  born  in  Pittston,  January 
6,  1873,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and 
in  Mav,  1897,  married  Ada  Blowers,  of  Franklin 
Forks,  a daughter  of  Ralph  and  Nettie  Blowers, 
one  of  the  old  and  well-to-do  families  of  that  place. 
They  now  have  one  son.  (2)  Cora  E„  born  in 
Auburn,  Penn.,  October  15.  1874,  received  a dis- 
trict school  education,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  E. 
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J.  Stockholm,  a farmer  of  Franklin  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  by  whom  she  has  two  daughters, 
Leah  G.  and  Mildred  I.  (3)  Grace  E.,  born  in 
June,  1884,  is  a very  bright  young  lady. 

For  one  year  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Borne 
remained  in  Pittston,  and  then  came  to  Auburn, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
for  three  years.  In  1878  he  purchased  a farm  in 
Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  but  at  the  end  of  two 
years  he  traded  it  for  a portion  of  his  present  farm 
in  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  by  subsequent  purchase  until  he 
now  has  163  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which  he 
has  improved  with  good  buildings  after  clearing  a 
large  part  of  the  tract. 

Mr.  Borne  received  his  naturalization  papers  in 
1877,  and  has  since  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  takes  quite  an  active  interest 
in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
election  board  and  as  auditor  of  Liberty  township. 
He  united  with  the  Episcopal  Church  in  England, 
and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  905, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Auburn  Center,  and  of  the  Tribe  (No. 
296)  I.  O.  R.  M.,  at  Franklin  Forks,  in  which  he 
has  filled  all  the  offices. 

JOHN  W.  BENSON.  Success  in  life  has 
been  attained  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch  through 
his  own  endeavors.  Ranking  to-day  as  one  of  the 
foremost  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  his  large  property 
accumulations  have  been  the  result  of  his  whole- 
souled  endeavors,  and  his  keen  business  sagacity 
and  unwavering  integrity  also  has  been  one  of  the 
foundation  stones  of  his  success. 

Mr.  Benson  was  born  June  27,  1847,  in  Jack- 
son  township,  son  of  James  and  Mary  A. 
(Durkee)  Benson,  and  grandson  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Ballou)  Benson.  John  Benson,  the 
grandfather,  was  reared  in  New  England  and  was 
a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  wife,  Margaret 
(Ballou),  was  a native  of  Connecticut.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  migrated  to  Susquehanna 
county,  locating  in  Jackson  township. 

James  Benson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  in  Jackson  township,  attending  school 
during  the  winter  months  and  engaged  in  the  toil 
of  pioneer  life  during  the  other  seasons  of  the  year. 
He  remained  on  the  farm  of  his  parents  in  then- 
old  age  and  by  his  labor  paid  for  the  property 
which  they  had  purchased.  He  married  Mary  A. 
Durkee.  who  cheerfully  shared  with  him  the  priva- 
tions of  their  early  life.  She  was  a devout  Christian 
woman,  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a 
worthy  helpmeet  to  her  husband  through  life. 
James  Benson  erected  good  substantial  buildings 
on  the  old  home  and  there  died,  aged  fifty  years. 
His  worthy  wife  remained  on  the  home,  keeping  the 
family  together  until  they  became  of  age,  her  eld- 
est child,  Eunice,  being  only  thirteen  years  of  age 
at  the  death  of  her  husband.  The  entire  responsi- 


bility of  raising  the  family  rested  with  her.  The 
children  of  James  and  Mary  A.  Benson  were  as 
follows:  Eunice,  who  married  S.  E.  Moore,  of 

Jackson,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Jesse  and  John- 
nie; Margaret,  who  married  E.  C.  Chandler,  of 
Jackson  township,  where  he  died,  leaving  her  with 
two  sons — Charles,  now  a resident  of  New  Milford, 
and  Seth,  who  married  and  settled  on  his  mother’s 
homestead;  Otwell,  who  married  Miss  Ida  Moss, 
of  Jackson,  and  resided  on  a part  of  his  father’s 
old  homestead  until  his  death,  in  18 — , leaving  two 
children,  Edson,  a well-known  teacher,  now  princi- 
pal of  the  New  Milford  schools,  who  married  Miss 
Louisa  Moss,  of  New  Milford,  and  Nina,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Amy,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Ann  Eliza,  who  married  Henry  Barnard,  of  New 
Milford,  and  died,  leaving  two  children — Mary, 
wife  of  James  Burdeck,  of  Jackson,  and  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Gleason  and  Newell,  and  Nettie, 
wife  of  Edward  Hendrick,  of  Hallstead;  John  W., 
our  subject;  James  D.,  who  married  Miss  Emma 
Sumner,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Rosalia  Sumner 
of  New  Milford,  who  farms  part  of  the  old  home- 
stead and  who  has  three  sons — Ernest,  Jason  and 
Newton. 

John  W.  Benson,  our  subject,  grew  to  man- 
hood on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  remained 
with  his  mother  until  he  obtained  his  majority,  in 
1868.  In  that  year  he  married  Miss  Jane  Perry,  who 
was  born  in  Jackson  township.  May  20,  1852, 
daughter  of  Alonzo  and  Phebe  (Williams)  Perry, 
pioneers  of  that  township,  and  in  Gibson  and  Jack- 
son  townships  she  attended  the  district  schools. 
Prior  to  his  marriage  our  subject  purchased  82 
acres  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  his  parents’  old 
homestead  for  $1,515.  His  share  of  his  father’s 
estate  was  $500.  Mr.  Benson  began  his  married 
life  on  a moderate  scale  of  expenses,  facing  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  his  own  start  in  life.  He 
erected  a good  one-and-a-half-story  house  with  all 
modern  improvements,  and  later  built  a large  bank 
barn  120  feet  long,  42  feet  wide,  with  casement 
under  the  entire  structure.  He  has  also  added  two 
large  silos.  He  keeps  47  cows  and  operates  an 
extensive  dairy  business  at  Hallstead  and  Susque- 
hanna. He  has  cleared  up  a large  portion  of  his 
original  farm.  In  1891  he  purchased  the  Levi 
Barrett  farm  in  Jackson  township,  and  later  in 
partnership  with  his  son  Frank,  bought  the  old 
Henry  Perry  farm  in  Jackson,  joining  his  present 
home.  These  farms  all  possess  good  improvements 
and  are  under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
three  children:  Frank,  Fred  S.,  and  Julia.  Frank 
was  born  in  January,  1870.  He  is  unmarried  and 
for  the  past  eight  years  has  been  in  partnership 
with  his  father  in  their  extensive  dairy  and  general 
farming.  Fred  S.,  born  October  11,  1875,  mar- 
ried Miss  Iona  Carpenter,  of  Preston,  resides  on 
one  of  his  father’s  farms  in  Jackson  township, 
and  has  one  son,  Edward,  born  in  May,  1899. 
Julia,  born  in  September,  1877,  is  a popular  young 
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lady  of  education  and  culture,  and  is  at  home  with 
her  parents. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  an  Independent.  He 
has  recently  completed  a three  years’  term  as  town- 
ship auditor.  Mrs.  Benson  and  children  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  For  sixteen  years 
Mr.  Benson  was  an  active  member  of  the  Jackson 
Grange.  The  family  is  one  of  the  recognized  so- 
cial factors  of  the  township  and  is  most  highly 
respected.  Aided  by  his  faithful  and  devoted  wife, 
our  subject  has  impressed  upon  the  character  of 
his  children  the  same  sterling  principles  of  integ- 
rity, industry  and  foresight  which  have  lighted  his 
pathway  to  the  ample  competence  of  his  later 
years. 

EUGENE  C.  BIDWELL,  a farmer  of  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  traces  his  ancestry  back 
to  Ephraim  and  Dorcas  Bidwell,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, who  reared  a large  family  of  children,  all 
now  deceased.  They  were:  Mrs.  Prudence  Pease, 
who  made  her  home  in  what  is  now  Lake  township, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn. ; Lucy,  wife  of  Knoar  Rogers,  of 
Waymart,  Penn.;  Jabez,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject; and  Luther,  Louis,  Orin,  Elisha,  William, 
Rachel  and  Sally,  who  all  died  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county. 

Jabez  Bidwell  was  a native  of  Salem  township, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  followed  farming 
throughout  life.  He  married  Sarah  Daniels,  of 
Hawley,  Wayne  county,  and  to  them  were  born 
seven  children,  all  now  deceased,  namely:  Maria, 

who  never  married;  Anson,  a resident  of  Salem 
township;  Isaac,  of  Hawley;  Ephraim,  the  father 
of  our  subject;  Reuben  and  Chauncey,  both  of 
Salem  township;  and  Esther,  who  remained  single. 

Ephraim  Bidwell  was  born  March  4,  1823,  in 
Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  and  was  there 
reared  upon  a farm.  On  June  3,  1847,  at  Canaan, 
Wayne  county,  he  was  married  by  Rev.  William 
Griffin,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Davis,  a daughter  of  Philip  and  Deliah 
(Sutton)  Davis,  and  granddaughter  of  Gabriel  and 
Polly  (Acres)  Davis.  Ephraim  Bidwell  responded 
to  his  country’s  call  for  aid  during  the  Rebellion 
and  died  July  29,  1864,  at  City  Point,  Va.,  soon 
after  reaching  the  South.  Our  subject  is  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth  in  his  family  of  four  children, 
the  others  being  as  follows:  Wilber,  born  April 

5,  1849,  is  a resident  of  Salem  township;  Ella  E., 
born  December  11,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  William 
Walker,  of  Salem  township;  and  Thomas  M.,  born 
July  15,  1859,  lives  with  his  mother  on  the  old 
homestead. 

Eugene  C.  Bidwell  was  born  July  29,  1851,  in 
Salem  township,  and  was  reared  in  much  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys  on  the  old  homestead.  On 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  turned  his  attention  to  lumbering  and 
farming,  but  later  was  employed  as  a carpenter  at 
Scranton  and  in  Pike  county,  Penn.  Since  then 
he  has  engaged  in  lumbering,  but  at  the  present 


time  he  is  principally  interested  in  general  farming 
and  dairying.  About  fifteen  years  ago  he  purchased 
the  farm  of  thirty-six  acres  on  which  he  now  resides, 
has  cleared  a portion  of  the  same,  and  in  1891  he 
erected  thereon  a comfortable  home,  and  has  made 
many  other  improvements  upon  the  place. 

On  December  18,  1889,  at  Honesdale,  Wayne 
county,  Mr.  Bidwell  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Marilla  Bartleson,  Rev.  H.  G.  McDermot,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  performing  the  cere- 
mony. She  was  born  June  29,  1870,  a daughter 
of  Charles  H.  and  Emma  Adeline  (Kimble)  Bartle- 
son, and  as  her  parents  died  when  she  was  a child, 
she  was  reared  in  the  family  of  M.  D.  Rollison,  of 
Salem  township.  There  were  two  other  children  in 
the  family,  both  older  than  herself — Agnes  and 
Stephen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bidwell  have  two  children: 
Orphia  L.,  born  October  4,  1890;  and  Boyd  Merritt, 
born  March  25,  1893.  Politically  Mr.  Bidwell  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  religiously 
his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

JAMES  A.  SPIEERER  was  born  March  1, 
1827,  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  a son  of 
John  and  Matilda  (Nichols)  Sheerer,  who  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Dutchess  county,  N. 
Y.  His  grandfather,  John  Sheerer,  a native  of  Scot- 
land, came  to  America  at  an  early  day,  settling  in 
Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  employed  as 
manager  of  a woolen  factory.  Abel  Nichols,  our 
subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, and  also*  became  a resident  of  Dutchess 
county. 

In  the  county  of  their  nativity  the  parents  of 
our  subject  continued  to  remain  until  1820,  when 
they  took  up  their  residence  in  Salem  township, 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  but  in  1853  they  moved 
across  the  line  into  Jefferson  township,  Luzerne 
county,  where  they  made  their  home  until  called 
from  this  life.  By  occupation  the  father  was  a 
farmer  and  lumberman.  He  died  in  1886,  aged 
eighty-seven  years,  the  mother  in  1832,  aged  fifty 
years,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  county.  The  children 
born  to  them  were:  Sally  A.,  deceased  wife  of 

Abram  Beilis;  Benjamin,  a Methodist  Episcopal 
minister  of  Luzerne  county;  George,  who  died  from 
injuries  received  in  the  Civil  war;  James  A.,  the 
subject  of  this  review;  Emeline,  deceased  wife  of 
George  Riter,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn.;  Mary,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Amos  Foster;  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried Nathan  Lang,  and  both  are  now  deceased; 
Emily,  deceased  wife  of  Jacob  Snyder,  of  Luzerne 
county;  and  John,  Jr.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
E.  & W.  V.  railroad,  in  Lackawanna  county,  Penn. 
For  his  second  wife  the  father  married  Elizabeth 
Akers,  who  died  in  1887,  aged  eighty-eight  years. 
By  this  union  there  were  no  children. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority,  James  A. 
Sheerer  remained  with  his  parents,  and  then  took 
charge  of  a crew  of  men  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
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Company,  clearing  timber  for  their  roadbed  for 
two  vears.  He  then  purchased  a tract  of  ioo  acres 
of  land,  and  for  two  years  engaged  in  lumbering  on 
his  own  account,  after  which  he  run  a coal  train  for 
his  former  employers  for  seven  years.  He  next 
estimated  lumber  for  that  company  for  a time  and 
afterward  purchased  225  acres  of  timber  land,  on 
which  he  engaged  in  lumbering  for  two  years,  sell- 
ing the  place  at  the  end  of  that  time.  He  continued 
to  buy  tracts  of  land,  from  which  he  would  cut  the 
timber,  following  lumbering  in  this  way  until  1888, 
when  he  was  forced  to  lay  aside  active  labor  on  ac- 
count of  rheumatism.  Mr.  Sheerer  has  cleared  more 
land  than  any  man  in  Wayne  county,  having  cleared 
seven  100-acre-tracts  for  himself;  3,200  on  contract; 
1,600  acres  for  the  Maplewood  Company,  and  1,600 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company.  In  this  way 
he  has  done  much  toward  the  improvement  and  de- 
velopment of  the  county,  and  has  materially  aided 
in  its  advancement  and  prosperity.  In  1882  he  re- 
moved from  Jefferson  township,  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, to  his  present  home  in  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  now  has  a good  farm  of  sixty  acres 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation. 

On  July  4,  1854,  in  Jefferson  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county,  Mr.  Sheerer  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Almira  Spangenberg,  who  was  born 
March  11,  1830,  in  that  township,  when  it  formed 
a part  of  Luzerne  county.  Her  parents,  Jacob  and 
Fidelia  (Battlow)  Spangenberg,  were  natives  of 
New  Jersey,  where  they  were  married  and  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  until  their  removal  in 
1820  to  Jefferson  township,  Luzerne  county.  There 
the  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in 
1888,  aged  eighty-seven  years,  his  wife  in  1873,  aged 
sixty-five,  and  both  were  buried  in  Kizer’s  ceme- 
tery, Lackawanna  county.  Their  children  were: 
Andrew,  now  a retired  farmer  of  Hollisterville, 
Wayne  county;  George,  a farmer  of  Jefferson  town- 
ship, Lackawanna  county;  Henry,  a shoemaker  of 
the  same  township;  Almira,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Eleanor,  a resident  of  Jefferson  township,  and  the 
widow  of  Daniel  Schoonover,  who  was  a soldier  of 
the  Civil  war;  Fidelia,  widow  of  Henry  Owens,  and 
a resident  of  Jefferson  township;  and  Lucinda,  wife 
of  William  View,  a retired  citizen  of  Moscow,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  following  children  constitute  the  family  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  A.  Sheerer:  Samuel,  born 

December  8,  1855,  married  Ann  Sarres,  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  county;  Vic- 
torine,  born  October  20,  185-,  is  the  widow  of  L. 
E.  Merring,  of  Salem  township,  and  lives  with  her 
father;  Malinda  A.  is  the  widow  of  John  Ferris, 
who  died  from  fever  contracted  while  in  the  marine 
service;  Ward,  born  March  1,  1857,  married  Carrie 
Biesecker,  now  deceased,  and  is  a farmer  of  Salem 
township;  Jeremiah,  born  April  26,  1859,  married 
Hattie  Long,  and  is  a farmer  of  the  same  township; 
Mary,  born  April  15,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  George  F. 
Osgood,  a farmer  and  blacksmith  of  Salem  town- 
ship; Ellen  E.,  born  November  21,  1863,  is  the  wife 


of  Marcus  Van  Camp,  a farmer  of  Hollisterville; 
and  Caroline,  born  July  23,  1866,  is  the  wife  of 
Randson  Swingle,  of  Jefferson  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county. 

Plardly  had  the  echoes  from  Fort  Sumter’s 
guns  died  away  when  Mr.  Sheerer  offered  his  ser- 
vice to  the  government,  in  May,  1861,  and  as  a 
member  of  Capt.  W.  L.  Curtis’  company  went  to 
Washington,  D.  C.,  but  he  could  not  stand  the 
physical  examination,  and  was  sent  home.  At  that 
time  he  weighed  265  pounds,  has  always  been  a 
man  of  robust  health,  having  never  worn  an  over- 
coat in  his  life,  and  he  now  weighs  275  pounds,  and 
is  very  active  for  one  of  his  years.  In  politics  he 
is  a Democrat,  and  he  has  acceptably  filled  the  of- 
fices of  constable,  school  director  and  supervisor 
of  his  township.  For  the  past  fifty  years  he  has 
been  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

JAMES  CODDINGTON,  a leading  repre- 
sentative of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Manchester 
township,  Wayne  county,  has  spent  his  entire  life 
in  this  section  of  the  State,  his  birth  occurring  here 
September  22,  1839. 

Joseph  Coddington,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  a son 
of  Thomas  Coddington,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
along  the  Susquehanna  river,  who  was  a noted  hun- 
ter of  wolves  and  panthers.  Joseph  Coddington  was 
reared  in  this  State,  and  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  was  engaged  in  lumbering  along  the 
Delaware.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a Methodist. 
He  married  Miss  Emily  Lord,  a daughter  of  James 
Lord,  and  to  them  were  bom  children  as  follows: 
Sarah  J.;  James;  Elizabeth,  now  the  widow  of  Will- 
iam Barriger,  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne 
county;  Nancy,  deceased;  and  Louise  Ann  Cylo,  a 
resident  of  Equinunk,  Pennsylvania. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  much 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  and  his 
education  was  wholly  of  the  practical  kind,  as  he 
was  early  inured  to  the  arduous  labors  of  the  farm 
and  lumber  camp.  Since  attaining  man’s  estate 
he  has  continued  to  devote  his  energies  to  those  oc- 
cupations, and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  a fine  farm 
in  Manchester  township,  which  he  is  successfully 
operating.  It  comprises  112  acres  of  rich  and 
arable  land,  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
improved  with  a good  residence,  substantial  barns 
and  outbuildings. 

On  September  22,  1859,  Mr.  Coddington  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Miranda  Tegeler,  a 
native  of  Manchester  township,  and  a daughter  of 
Anson  Tegeler,  who  was  descended  from  good  old 
Revolutionary  stock,  and  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Equinunk.  In  the  Tegeler  family  were  nine 
children,  of  whom  five  are  still  living:  Esther,  wife 
of  John  Ellsworth,  of  Little  Equinunk;  Minnie, 
widow  of  Charles  Mogridge;  Miranda,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Prudence,  wife  of  Edward  Houck;  and 
Deliah,  wife  of  Everall  Reeves,  of  Sullivan  county, 
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N.  Y.  The  father  of  these  children,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  lumberman  on  the  river,  died  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-nine  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Coddington  have  a family  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Joseph  Charles,  a resident  of  New  York;  Emily  E., 
wife  of  Stephen  Young,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.; 
J.  A.,  of  the  same  county;  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of  Lewis 
Boss,  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.; 
Frederick  E.,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. ; Edward 
G. ; and  Frank  L.,  Thomas  H.,  M.  R.  and  Clarence 
S.,  all  at  home. 

During  the  trying  days  of  the  Civil  war  Mr. 
Coddington  responded  to  his  country’s  -call  for 
troops,  enlisting  in  August,  1862,  for  nine  months, 
in  Company  K,  137th  P.  V.  I.  Fie  participated  in 
the  battle  of  An'tietam  under  Gen.  Flooker,  was  in 
the  raid  at  Kelley’s  Ford,  then  marched  back  to  the 
Potomac,  and  thence  to  Washington,  D.  C.  Dur- 
ing his  service  he  lost  the  use  of  his  right  eye.  Fie 
is  now  an  honored  and  prominent  member  of 
Charles  P.  Scudder  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  he  also 
belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Lake  Gomo, 
Penn.  Like  most  old  soldiers  and  lumbermen,  he 
is  frank  and  cordial,  is  very  popular,  and  in  his 
home  dispenses  hospitality  with  a lavish  hand. 
Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  serve  in  a number  of  township 
offices,  including  those  of  supervisor,  poormaster 
and  roadmaster,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged 
in  a prompt  and  able  manner. 

i 

TIMOTHY  KRESGE.  This  well  known  citi- 
zen, formerly  treasurer  of  Monroe  county,  is  the 
owner  of  a fine  homestead  near  Brodheadsville,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  best 
interests  of  that  locality.  He  is  a representative  of 
an  old  and  highly  esteemed  family,  his  great-grand- 
father having  settled  about  1745  at  the  site  of  Effort, 
purchasing  a large  tract  of  land.  The  descendants 
of  this  worthy  pioneer  are  now  numerous  and  in 
every  generation  they  have  been  characterized  by 
thrift,  industry  and  sound  practical  judgment. 

Conrad  Kresge,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  near  Effort,  Monroe  county,  and  he  has  in- 
herited his  father’s  estate.  He  engaged  in  farming 
at  Effort  and  for  many  years  kept  a hotel  in  the 
village.  He  married  Margaret  Kunkel,  who  sur- 
vived him,  and  they  had  ten  children,  namely: 
Conrad,  who  in  early  manhood  went  to  Ohio;  John, 
who  was  killed  and  scalped  by  Indians  one  morning 
while  working  with  his  father  on  “new  grounds;” 
Margaret,  wife  of  Jacob  Slifer;  Philip;  Charles; 
Daniel;  Peter,  our  subject’s  father;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  George  Butz;  George  and  Katie,  both  died 
in  childhood.  The  mother  of  these  children  married 
a second  husband,  Abraham  Kresge,  and  by  this 
marriage  she  had  three  children:  Melchoir,  Abra- 
ham and  a daughter  who  married  Joseph  Getz. 

Peter  Kresge,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  October,  1807,  at  the  old  homestead,  and 
died  in  1892  at  Kresgeville,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred in  Pleasant  Valley  Church  cemetery.  By 


occupation  he  was  a farmer,  and  as  a citizen  he  was 
active  and  influential,  taking  a prominent  part  in 
the  work  of  the  local  Democratic  organization  and 
serving*  at  times  in  township  offices.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  in  which  he  held 
office  as  elder  and  deacon.  His  wife,  Elizabeth 
(Brong),  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years, 
was  a native  of  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  a daughter  of  John  Brong,  a leading- 
farmer  and  lumberman,  who  married  Mary  Gilbert. 
Our  subject  was  one  of  a family  of  eleven  children, 
viz.:  Amelia  N.,  born  June  26,  1831,  married  J. 

J.  Barthold,  and  died  in  1895;  Mary  Ann,  born  De- 
cember 19,  1833,  died  April  20,  1836;  Timothy  is 
our  subject;  Sebastian,  born  July  31,  1838,  married 
Catherine  Kunkle  and  resides  upon  a farm  in  Ross 
township,  Monroe  county;  Peter,  born  February 
2,  1841,  who  during  the  Civil  war  held  the  rank  of 
first  lieutenant  in  Company  K,  nth  Penn.  Cavalry, 
married  Miss  Hattie  Beisicker  and  settled  in  Ten- 
nessee; Elizabeth,  born  February  8,  1843,  mar- 
ried James  Kunkel,  a merchant,  farmer  and  miller 
at  Kresgeville;  Owen  is  mentioned  more  fully  fur- 
ther on;  Spearing,  born  October  31,  1847,  married 
Miss  Ellen  Fryanan,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Kansas;  Nathan  H.,  born  August  7,  1850,  married 
and  settled  upon  a farm  in  Indian  Territory;  Su- 
sannah, born  November  25,  1853,  married  John 
Graver, superintendent  of  the  Y.M.C.  A.,  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  Penn.;  and  Amanda,  born  May  19,  1855, 
died  April  24,  1856. 

Timothy  Kresge,  our  subject,  was  born  April 
18,  1832,  at  the  old  homestead  and  was  reared  to 
farm  work  under  his  father’s  direction.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  was  apprenticed  to  Peter  Gilbert, 
a carpenter  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  but  failing 
health  soon  compelled  him  to  give  up  the  work. 
After  resting  a year  he  spent  two  years  at  the  trade 
with  a cousin,  Simon  G.  Kresge,  and  later  he  started 
in  business  on  his  own  account.  In  1862  he  was 
drafted  as  a soldier  and  joined  Company  E,  176th 
P.  V.  I.,  under  Joseph  Nicholas.  During  his  term 
of  service  he  was  never  wounded,  but  the  hardships 
of  army  life  brought  on  severe  illness  and  in  1863 
he  was  discharged  at  Philadelphia.  For  some  time 
his  illness  detained  him  at  home,  but  on  his  re- 
covery he  resumed  his  business  as  a carpenter,  con- 
tinuing it  until  1894,  with  the  exception  of  three 
years  he  served  as  county  treasurer  from  1879  to 
1882.  For  some  time  he  was  carpenter  foreman  for 
the  Lehigh  Valley  road,  receiving  $3.50  per  day. 
Since  1894  his  health  has  not  permitted  him  to  en- 
gage actively  in  any  enterprise,  but  he  is  interested 
in  lumbering  to  some  extent,  while  the  management 
of  his  farm  has  occupied  much  of  his  time.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  prominent  in  re- 
ligious work  as  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
in  which  he  has  served  ten  years  as  elder.  Socially 
he  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed  and  he  belongs 
to  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  the  F.  & A.  M.,  Blue  Lodge, 
No.  325  at  Stroudsburg. 

On  May  2,  1858,  Mr.  Kresge  was  married,  at 
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Hamilton  Square,  Monroe  county,  to  Miss  Julia 
Ann  Shiffer,  and  four  children  have  blessed  the 
union,  namely:  Willis  H.,  who  married  Miss  Della 
Bowter,  is  a teacher  at  Lecanto,  Fla.;  Howard  died 
while  on  a visit  to  South  Dakota;  Mary  E.  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years;  and  Emma  L.  married 
William  FI.  Gregory,  a farmer  in  Chestnut  Hill 
township,  Monroe  county.  Mrs.  Kresge,  who  has 
been  a true  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  was  born 
March  21,  1836,  and  she  is  a member  of  an  old 
pioneer  family  of  Chestnut  Hill  township.  Conrad 
Shiffer,  her  grandfather,  was  a farmer  there,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  Susannah  (Teel),  died  at  the  Shiffer 
homestead  many  years  ago.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  George,  John,  Jacob,  Conrad, 

Charles,  Abram  and  Sally,  wife  of  John  Ivresg'e. 
George  Shiffer,  Mrs.  Kresge’s  father,  was  born  in 
the  township  and  was  engaged  in  agriculture,  his 
death  occurring  in  1849,  at  the  age  of  forty-two 
years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  was  active  in  local  politics,  serving  as  con- 
stable for  a time.  He  married  Miss  Mary  M.  Sox, 
and  had  the  following  children:  John,  of  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  now  deceased,  married  Miss  Amanda 
Altermose;  Julia  Ann  is  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Freeman,  a farmer  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  J.  Gregory;  Peter  died  of  typhoid 
fever  while  serving  as  a soldier  in  the  Dnion  army; 
William  FI.  died  in  childhood;  James,  a Methodist 
minister,  now  stationed  at  Wald’s  City,  Iowa,  mar- 
ried (first)  Miss  Ella  Barlows,  and  (second)  Miss 
Ella  Gutton.  Mrs.  Kresge’s  mother,  who  died  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1871,  aged  sixty-four,  was  a daughter  of 
John  Sox,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  who  came  to 
Monroe  county  in  early  manhood  and  engaged  in 
farming  and  lumbering.  He  and  his  wife,  Catherine 
Kresge,  a native  of  Chestnut  Flill  township,  had 
the  following  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  adult 
age:  George  married  Elizabeth  Miller;  John  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Detrich;  Catherine  married  Nicholas 
Altemose;  Elizabeth  married  George  Weiss;  Sally 
married  George  Shupp;  Julia  married  John  Siglin; 
William;  Barnett  married  Lida  Everett;  Nellie  mar- 
ried Joseph  Shupp;  and  Mary  M.  married  George 
Shiffer. 

Owen  Kresge,  brother  of  our  subject,  was  born 
January  13,  1845,  and  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when  he  rented 
property  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  and  engaged 
in  farming,  continuing  two  years.  For  two  years  he 
worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  his  brother 
Timothy,  and  this  business  he  followed,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cultivation  of  his  homestead,  an  at- 
tractive estate  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  until  1896. 
Like  his  brother  he  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
for  three  years  he  served  as  school  director.  As  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  Church  he  has  been  active 
in  the  cause  of  religion,  serving  sixteen  and  a half 
years  as  trustee  of  the  church  and  Sunday  school, 
and  for  several  years  past  he  has  been  an  elder  in 
the  church.  On  December  24,  1868,  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  J.  Hartzell,  daughter  of  Samuel  Hart- 


zell,  of  Northampton  county,  but  their  married  life 
was  brief,  her  death  occurring  May  21,  1870.  On 
May  24,  1874,  he  married  Miss  Eva  Christman,  by 
whom  he  had  one  son,  Adam  T.  Mrs.  Eva  (Christ- 
man) Kresge  was  born  February  29,  1844,  in  Car- 
bon county,  Penn.,  the  daughter  of  Joseph,  and 
granddaughter  of  Henry  Christman,  a native  of 
Germany,  and  his  wife,  Eva  (Kleintop),  a native  of 
Monroe  county,  whose  parents,  Jacob  and  Catherine 
(Keoser)  Kleintop,  were  both  born  in  Germany. 
Joseph  Christman,  father  of  Mrs.  Kresge,  was  a 
lifelong  resident  of  Carbon  county,  where  he  died 
in  July,  1877,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  His  wife,  Julia 
Iverchner,  who  was  born  March  26,  1816,  came  to 
Monroe  county  in  1878  and  now  resides  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Kresge.  Of  the  children  of  Joseph 
Christman  and  his  wife,  William  H.,  Julian,  Maria 
and  Spearing  are  deceased;  Eva  is  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  Adam  resides  in  Carbon  county;  Susan 
married  Milton  Florey,  of  Weissport,  Penn.; 
Amanda  married  David  Eckhard,  of  Carbon  coun- 
ty; and  Joseph  and  Mayland  are  also  residents  of 
Carbon  county. 

TIMOTHY  SULLIVAN,  farmer  and  mer- 
chant; P.  O.,  Silver  Lake;  residence,  Silver  Lake  . 
township,  Susquehanna  county. 

I 

ALONZO  BOYDEN,  one  of  Susquehanna 
county’s  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens, 
was  born  in  January,  1810,  in  the  town  of  Buck- 
land,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  son  of  Joshua  and  Laura 
(Taylor)  Boyden,  natives  of  East  Hampton  and 
Buckland,  Mass.,  respectively. 

Mr.  Boyden’s  paternal  grandparents  were 
Elijah  and  Polly  (Grout)  Boyden,  the  former  a 
descendant  of  Thomas  Boyden,  one  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland  in 
1634,  and  settled  in  Massachusetts.  He  had  two 
sons,  Jonathan  and  Thomas,  who  reared  families  in 
that  State,  and  from  them  the  Boydens  in  America 
are  descended.  Elisha  Boyden,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a resident  of  Buckland,  Mass.,  where 
he  owned  a farm,  and  in  connection  with  its  opera- 
tion worked  at  his  trade  of  shoemaking,  to  which 
he  gave  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention. 

He  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  His 
children  were,:  Joshua,  father  of  our  subject;  Sallie, 
wife  of  Samuel  Ellis,  of  Massachusetts;  and  Polly, 
wife  of  Adolphus  Ellis,  of  Buckland,  where  both 
died. 

Joshua  Boyden  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Buckland,  and  throughout  his  active 
business  life  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  there. 
Both  himself  and  wife  are  deceased.  To  them  were 
born  the  following  children:  (1)  Calista  was  the 

wife  of  Asa  Severance,  of  Sherman  Falls,  Mass. 

(2)  Ruth  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Abbott,  of  West- 
field,  Mass.  (3)  Louisa  married  Deacon  Gould,  of 
North  Adams,  Mass.  (4)  Elvira  married  Rudol- 
phus  Pratt,  of  Sheldon,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  and 
had  one  son,  Alton,  now  a resident  of  Ohio.  (5) 
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Amanda  died  when  a young  lady.  (6)  Laura  was 
the  wife  of  Carlow  Hotchkiss,  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
where  they  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Louisa,  of 
Collinsville,  Conn.  (7)  Sarah  is  now  the  widow  of 
Deacon  Page,  of  North  Adams,  Mass.,  and  has 
eight  children — John  and  Calvin  are  residents  of 
North  Adams;  Amanda  is  the  wife  of  Leroy  Bow- 
ery, of  Dale  Haven,  Maine ; Amelius,  Laura,  Lydia, 
and  Ellen  are  residents  of  North  Adams;  and  Louise 
is  the  wite  of  Leorge  Wright,  of  the  same  place. 
(8)  Dwight  married  Keziah  Hampton  and  located 
m Northneid,  Ohio,  where  he  died,  leaving  four 
children — Isabel ; Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Met- 
calf, of  Elyria,  Ohio;  Helen  is  a resident  of  Oberlin, 
Ohio ; and  Hiram,  who  is  married  and  lives  in 
Northfield.  (9)  Amelius  married  and  settled  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Buckland,  Mass.,  where  his  death 
occurred.  (10)  Alonzo,  our  subject,  completes  the 
family. 

Alonzo  Boyden  grew  to  manhood  at  the  old 
home  in  Buckland,  and  his  education  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In 
early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  a fuller  in  the 
woolen  mills  at  that  place,  and  for  a number  of 
years  was  foreman  of  the  Ames  Iron  Works  in 
Massachusetts.  In  1841  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Delila  Fillman,  a daughter  of  Nicholas 
and  Elizabeth  (Sweezey)  Fillman,  and  a representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  prominent  old  families  of  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.  She  was  born  in  October,  1821,  and 
is  the  youngest  and  only  survivor,  as  far  as  known, 
in  a family  of  sixteen  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boy- 
den began  their  domestic  life  upon  a farm  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  1854.  He  next  engaged  in  farming  in 
Dingman,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  until  1870,  when  he 
came  to  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
and  located  on  the  farm  which  he  still  makes  his 
home.  He  has  made  many  improvements  upon  his 
place,  but  he  is  now  living  retired  from  active  labor, 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life,  which  have  been  secured  by  former 
years  of  toil.  Politically  Mr.  Boyden  has  always 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  he  most  efficiently  served  as  school 
director  in  Pike  county.  Although  reared  in  the 
Presbyterian  faith,  he  and  his  estimable  wife  now 
hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  by  their  earnest  Christian  lives  have 
gained  the  respect  and  friendship  of  all  with  whom 
they  have  come  in  contact. 

This  worthy  couple  are  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  five  of  whom  were  born  in  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  the  others  in  Pike  county,  Penn.  They  are 
as  follows : ( 1 ) Priscilla,  who  was  educated  chiefly 
in  Pike  county,  is  now  the  wife  of  Orin  B.  Stone, 
a farmer  of  Riverside,  N.  Y.  By  a former  marriage 
she  had  one  daughter,  Harriet  Parks.  (2)  Watson 
married  Fannie  Armstrong,  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and 
they  now  reside  at  Susquehanna,  Penn.,  where  he 
is  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company. 
They  have  one  son,  Joseph.  (3)  Mary  received  a 
good  classical  education  in  the  schools  of  Milford, 
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Pike  county,  and  for  six  or  seven  terms  she  was 
engaged  in  teaching  in  that  county,  after  which  she 
successfully  followed  the  same  profession  in  Sus- 
quehanna county  for  a number  of  years.  She  is 
now  at  home,  caring  for  her  parents  in  their  de- 
clining years.  (4)  Charles  was  also  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Milford,  and  for  a few  years  after 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Susquehanna  county, 
aided  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm.  In  1879 
he  formed  a partnership  with  his  brother  George 
in  the  lumber  business,  and  erected  a portable  steam 
sawmill  on  the  homestead  in  Oakland  township, 
where  they  have  since  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber  and  all  kinds  of  building  material.  In 
1884  he  purchased  a hardware  store  in  Susque- 
hanna, which  he  still  conducts,  and  has  a lumber 
yard  at  that  place,  where  he  handles  sash,  doors, 
blinds,  glass,  and  all  kinds  of  building  material. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  place 
and  is  a recognized  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  Re- 
publican party  there.  In  1896  he  was  elected  county 
treasurer,  and  at  this  writing  is  still  filling  that  of- 
fice in  a most  commendable  and  satisfactory  man- 
ner. In  1883  he  married  Jennie  Miles,  daughter  of 
William  Miles,  of  Susquehanna,  where  she  died  in 
1896,  leaving  two  daughters — Eva  and  Laura.  Two 
years  later  he  married  Ada  Miller,  of  Elmira,  N. 
Y.,  daughter  of  George  Miller,  master  mechanic 
in  the  Elmira  railroad  shops.  (5)  George  was  edu- 
cated in  the  graded  schools  of  Milford,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  on  the  old 
homestead  as  previously  stated.  Lie  married  Anna 
Smith,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  (6)  Sydney  married 
(first)  Frances  Tewksbury,  of  Susquehanna,  and 
located  at  Red  Rock,  Great  Bend,  where  she  died 
in  1883,  leaving  one  son,  Frank.  He  married  (sec- 
ond) Mrs.  Ella  (Austin)  Vail,  of  Great  Bend,  and 
they  now  reside  in  Susquehanna,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  railroading.  (7)  William  attended  the 
Oakland  schools  and  is  now  engaged  in  business  in 
Susquehanna.  He  married  Emma  Hendrickson,  of 
New  York  State.  (8)  Amelius  was  also  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Oakland  and  married  Kate  Kopler, 
of  Red  Rock.  He  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber,  owning  a portable  sawmill,  and  while  at 
work  in  the  same,  in  October,  1897,  the  boiler  ex- 
ploded, killing  him  instantly.  He  left  a widow  and 
four  children,  who  reside  at  the  home  in  Susque- 
hanna, which  he  had  previously  purchased.  Their 
children  are : Grace,  Harold,  Lewis  and  Helen. 

(9)  Flora  was  educated  in  the  Susquehanna  schools, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Samuel  Townsend,  a livery- 
man of  Susquehanna,  by  whom  she  has  two  chil- 
dren— Samuel  and  Marian.  The  family  is  one  of 
prominence  in  business  and  social  circles  and  its 
members  are  widely  known  and  highly  respected. 

PETER  WEINTZ  (deceased)  was  for  sev- 
eral years  an  honored  and  highly-esteemed  citizen 
of  Matamoras,  Pike  county.  He  was  born  in  Cal- 
licoon,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y.,  January  22,  1852,  and 
on  the  paternal  side  was  of  German  descent,  his  fa- 
ther, Christian  Weintz,  being  a native  of  Hinder- 
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sliein,  Germany.  On  coming  to  America  the  latter 
located  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  mar- 
ried and  reared  a large  family.  He  died  October 
9,  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years;  his  wife  passed 
away  November  12,  1875,  at  tbe  age  of  seventy- 
nine. 

In  tbe  county  of  his  nativity  Peter  Weintz 
grew  to  manhood,  and  in  early  life  secured  employ- 
ment on  the  Erie  railroad,  first  as  brakeman,  then  as 
flagman,  later  becoming  conductor,  a position  he 
held  for  some  years.  In  the  meantime  he  removed 
to  Matamoras,  Penn.,  where,  surrounded  by  every- 
thing which  makes  life  pleasant,  he  passed  away 
May  25,  1888.  Politically  he  was  a strong  Repub- 
lican, and  socially  was  for  several  years  a mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors,  and  the  Knights  and 
Ladies  of  Honor.  Mrs.  Weintz,  who  is  a most  es- 
timable lady,  holds  membership  in  the  last  organ- 
ization, and  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  He  was  a loving  husband  and  father,  a 
true  and  loyal  friend,  and  a citizen  of  whom  any 
community  might  be  proud.  His  character  was  be- 
yond reproach,  and  he  gained  and  retained  the  con- 
fidence, respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 

At  Rondout,  N,  Y.,  September  18,  1872,  Mr. 
Weintz  was  married,  by  Rev.  James  Y.  Bates,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Catherine 
(or  Kate)  Mathews,  and  three  children  blessed  their 
union:  John  Henry,  born  November  24,  1874,  at 

Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  married  Margaret  Connelly,  who 
was  born  in  Matamoras,  Penn.,  September  1,  1876; 
Charles  C.,  born  in  Port  Jervis,  September  18,  1876, 
is  now  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  at  Monti- 
cello,  N.  Y. ; and  William,  born  September  22,  1879, 
is  employed  in  a paper  manufactory  at  Matamoras. 

Mrs.  Weintz  was  born  November  4,  1853,  a 
daughter  of  John  Henry  and  Anna  M.  (Haas)  Mat- 
hews, who  were  married  August  1,  1851,  and  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  the  others  being:  Her- 
man, born  in  1855,  married  Tillie  Anthen,  and  is 
engaged  in  business  in  Elizabeth,  N.  J. ; Henry,  born 
in  1858,  married,  and  is  employed  in  a shipyard 
in  Rondout,  N.  Y. ; and  John  married  Mary  Anthen, 
and  resides  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  The  father,  who  was 
a native  of  Germany,  died  in  America  when  Mrs. 
Weintz  was  nine  years  old.  The  mother  was  a na- 
tive of  Hesse,  Germany,  and  was  there  baptized  in 
1821.  In  1851  she  came  to  tbe  United  States  and 
located  at  Rondout,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  mar- 
ried, by  Rev.  Mr.  Sipkey,  to  John  Henry  Mathews. 
Her  parents,  Herman  and  Ann  Catherine  Haas, 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  Hesse,  Germany,  where 
the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  shoemaking. 

JOSEPH  E.  SCHANNO,  proprietor  of  the 
"Chestnut  Grove  House,”  Dingman  township,  Pike 
county. 

MORRIS  NAUM  AN,  at  this  writing  deputy 
treasurer  of  Monroe  county,  is  an  honored  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  having  spent  more  than  three 


years  in  active  service  in  the  Union  army.  His 
ability  has  been  put  to  the  test  in  various  official 
positions,  including  that  of  county  treasurer,  and 
his  able  discharge  of  duty  has  confirmed  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow  citizens. 

His  family  is  well  known  in  this  section,  his 
grandfather  Nauinan,  a native  of  Germany,  having- 
spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  in  Paradise 
township,  Monroe  county.  This  worthy  pioneer 
left  a large  family,  among  them  one  son,  Creato, 
who  in  1897  was  living  upon  a farm  in  Paradise 
township,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four,  and 
still  followed  the  mason’s  trade  in  connection  with 
the  management  of  his  homestead. 

Joseph  Nauman,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a 
mason  by  trade  and  made  his  home  in  Hamilton 
township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  died  in  1853, 
when  our  subject  was  but  eleven  years  old.  His 
wife,  Leah  Rhodes,  a native  of  that  township,  died 
two  years  later.  They  had  eight  children : Eliza 

Ann,  who  married  Alfred  Shaffer,  and  died  in  the 
spring  of  1897;  T.  W.  is  a mason  at  Bethlehem, 
Penn. ; Rachel  Jane,  widow  of  Elmer  De  Long,  who 
during  the  Civil  war  met  a soldier’s  death  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, Va.,  on  December  15,  1863;  Julia  Ann 
is  tbe  wife  of  Benjamin  Tock,  a painter  at  Strouds- 
burg; Morris  is  our  subject;  Matilda  is  the  wife  of 
William  Steambock,  a machinist  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Mary  C.  married  William  Musselman,  a blacksmith 
by  occupation ; and  Emma  is  the  wife  of  D.  Hunts- 
man, of  Scranton. 

Morris  Nauman,  our  subject,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 26,  1842,  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  and  his  educational  opportunities  were  limit- 
ed to  the  schools  of  that  localitv.  At  an  early  age 
he  began  to  earn  a livelihood  by  driving  a team 
and  assisting  neighboring  farmers,  and  on  March 
1,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  67th  P.  V. 
I.,  for  three  years  or  the  war.  He  re- 
mained in  the  service  as  long  as  there  was 
any  fighting  to  be  done,  receiving  his  discharge 
in  July,  1865,  and  during  his  term  of  service  he  took 
part  in  several  important  engagements,  including  the 
battles  of  Cedar  Creek  and  Winchester  and  the  op- 
erations around  Petersburg.  At  Winchester  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  but  after  thirty-five  days  he  was  ex- 
changed. On  his  return  home  from  the  war  he 
learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  which  he  followed 
for  fifteen  years.  In  1886  he  purchased  a farm  in 
Jackson  township,  Monroe  county,  and  for  four 
years  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  in 
1890  he  was  elected  county  treasurer  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  for  a term  of  three  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  he  went  back  to  the  farm  and 
for  two  years  he  gave  his  attention  to  its  manage- 
ment. In  the  spring  of  1897  he  was  appointed 
deputy  treasurer  and  this  position  he  has  since  filled 
with  ability  and  fidelity,  which  have  always  character- 
ized his  efforts  in  any  line  of  effort.  At  various 
times  he  has  held  minor  offices  in  Jackson  township, 
serving  as  inspector  and  school  director  for  several 
terms.  He  is  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
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and  for  many  years  has  been  an  active  worker  in 
Wadsworth  Post  No.  150,  G.  A.  R.  In  1868,  Mr. 
Nauman  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  Maria  Smith; 
five  children  have  blessed  the  union:  (1)  Frances 
married  Howard  Nihart  and  has  two  children — 
Nauman  and  Howard  M.  (2)  Martha  married  A. 
N.  Geisinger,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  three 
children — Morris,  Maria  and  Anna  Ruth.  (3) 
James  M.,  who  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  died  of 
diphtheria  at  the  age  of  twenty-four.  (4)  Myron 
and  (5)  Leah  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Nauman  was  born 
September  11,  1846,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county,  and  is  of  German  descent.  Her  fa- 
ther, James  Smith,  was  a native  of  Ross  township, 
Monroe  county, born  June  21, 1818,  but  in  early  man- 
hood he  settled  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  where 
he  followed  the  wheelwright’s  trade  for  some  years 
and  later  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five.  His  wife,  Emeline  (Frantz)  Smith, 
a native  of  Ross  township,  is  still  living.  They  had 
five  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Nauman  was  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth. 

JAMES  KINTZ  (deceased)  was  for  many 
years  a leading  resident  of  Paradise  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  being  widely  known  in  business  and 
social  circles.  His  name  was  alwavs  associated  with 
honesty  and  uorightness,  and  he  had  a host  of  friends 
whose  confidence  had  been  won  by  his  sterling  qual- 
ities of  character.  His  public  spirit  was  shown  in 
many  ways,  and  It  was  through  his  efforts  that  the 
first  post  office  was  established  in  Paradise  Valley, 
the  position  of  postmaster  being  held  by  him  until 
his  death,  in  1891  ; he  also  served  for  some  years  as 
school  director  and  overseer  of  the  poor.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  was  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  were  all  his  relatives,  and  he  was  among  the 
first  to  join  the  Republican  party,  having  previously 
been  a Whig.  Soon  after  the  call  to  arms  he  raised 
a volunteer  company  of  which  he  was  chosen  cap- 
tain, and  for  some  time  they  drilled  as  State  militia, 
winning  a high  reputation  for  efficiency.  He  was 
also  an  active  worker  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
ing a member  of  the  lodge  at  Stroudsburg,  and  his 
funeral  services  were  conducted  according  to  the 
solemn  and  impressive  ritual  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Kintz  was  born  July  27,  1825,  in  Hamil- 
ton township,  Monroe  county,  the  second  youngest 
in  the  family  of  Melchoir  and  Christiana  Kintz,  who 
settled  in  that  township  at  an  early  day,  and  he 
cleared  and  improved  a farm.  This  worthy  couple 
had  the  following  children:  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Abram  Arnold  ; John,  who  married  and  settled  upon 
the  old  home  in  Hamilton  township ; Henry,  who 
married  Miss  Marv  Edinger  and  settled  in  Scrant- 
on, where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business ; Han- 
nah is  the  wife  of  Abram  Shook,  of  Hamilton  town- 
ship ; Catherine,  who  married  David  Shook  and 
moved  to  Susquehanna  county ; Mary,  who  married 
John  Butz,  of  Illinois;  Lucy,  who  married  Samuel 
Newhart,  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county;  and 
Anthony,  who  married  Miss  Matilda  Bowman,  of 


Pocono,  and  now  resides  at  Weatherly,  Carbon 
Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Hamilton  township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  which  he  followed  until 
his  marriage,  March  30,  1850,  to  Anna  M.  Bow- 
man, of  Pocono  township,  when  he  settled  on  the 
present  homestead  in  Paradise  township,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business.  Later  he  pur- 
chased the  John  Edinger  gristmill  property  and 
then  the  farm  of  Thomas  Lockyer  adjoining  and 
surrounding  Paradise  village.  On  this  estate  he 
made  many  improvements,  erecting  a large  store 
and  a comfortable  and  commodious  house  and  other 
buildings,  and  he  also  built  an  addition  to  the  grist- 
mill, making  it  the  finest  mill  in  that  section.  He  was 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  old  Stroudsburg  Bank 
for  many  years  and  was  prominently  connected  with 
the  affairs  of  that  institution. 

His  estimable  wife,  who  survives  him,  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  at  Para- 
dise, and  has  brought  their  large  family  up  in  that 
faith.  She  is  a daughter  of  David  and  Susan 
(Anglemeyer)  Bowman,  who  were  prominent  resi- 
dents of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  and  her 
grandfather,  George  Bowman,  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Paradise  township.  Of  the  children 
of  James  and  Anna  M.  (Bowman)  Kintz,  the  eldest, 
Mary,  was  married  in  1876  to  Daniel  G.  Callahan,  a 
merchant  at  Mt.  Pocono.  Later  they  removed  to 
Tobyhanna,  where  she  died  leaving  a husband  and 
three  children — Clinton,  Mabel  and  James.  (2) 
Melcher  married  Miss  Jennie  Sipe,  of  Easton,  and 
now  resides  in  Paradise,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
mercantile  business.  They  have  one  son,  Roy,  who 
is  a promising  young  man.  (2)  Miss  Alice  is  a 
fine  and  cultured  lady,  and  is  much  beloved  among 
her  associates.  (4)  Daniel  married  Miss  Annie 
Erdman,  of  New  York  City,  and  resides  on  a por- 
tion of  his  father’s  old  homestead.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Kintz  firm,  and  is  the  present  post- 
master of  Paradise  Valley.  He  has  two  daughters — 
Helen  R.,  and  Margaret  C.  (5)  Joseph  died  in 
childhood.  (6)  Miss  Catherine  E.  is  one  of  the 
leading  helpers  in  Church  work  of  her  village,  and 
her  mental  gifts  and  genial  disposition  have  won 
her  a large  circle  of  friends.  (7)  Abraham  learned 
the  miller’s  trade  and  has  had  charge  of  his  father’s 
gristmill  and  for  some  vears  has  been  a member  of 
the  Kintz  firm.  He  is  single  and  resides  at  home. 
(8)  Gertrude  is  a bright,  scholarly  young  lady  and 
the  pride  of  the  home.  She  is  assistant  postmaster 
at  Paradise  Valley. 

The  Kintz  homestead  is  admirably  adapted  for 
the  accommodation  of  summer  visitors,  who  have 
not  been  slow  to  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages, 
some  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  fashionable  people 
of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  being  regular  guests. 
The  former  owner,  Thomas  Lockyer,  was  the  father- 
in-law  of  Joseph  Jefferson,  the  famous  comedian, 
who  has  visited  the  place,  renting  a cottage  during 
his  stay.  In  April,  1898,  he  made  another  trip  to 
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the  old  scenes  accompanied  by  his  sons,  Thomas  and 
Charles.  The  old  barn,  in  which  it  is  said  Jefferson 
dramatized  Rip  Van  Winkle,  still  stands  near  his 
cottage.  The  place  is  easily  accessible  from  Cresco 
station.  Passengers  from  New  York  come  over  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  R.  R.,  and  those 
from  Philadelphia  over  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  via 
Mauch  Chunck,  conveyances  meeting  all  guests 
when  notified  and  taking  them  without  delay  to  the 
homestead,  two  miles  away.  The  view  from  the 
Pocono  mountains  at  that  point,  2,000  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  is  magnificient  and  the  pure 
dry  air  is  especially  helpful  to  sufferers  from  de- 
bility from  whatever  cause.  The  numerous  streams 
furnish  excellent  boating  and  trout  fishing,  while 
charming  walks  and  drives  extend  in  all  directions. 
Red  Rock  Falls,  Pocono  Knob,  Swift  Water,  Bush- 
kill  Falls,  Paradise  Falls  are  among  other  points  of 
interest  tempting  the  sightseer.  Within  the  hotel 
and  its  outlying  cottages  every  possible  provision 
has  been  made  for  the  comfort  of  the  guests,  while 
the  terms  are  very  moderate,  ranging  from  five  to 
seven  dollars  per  week.  The  table  is  bountifully 
supplied  with  fresh  vegetables,  cream,  milk,  and 
butter  from  the  farm,  where  a fine  herd  of  cows  is 
kept,  and  the  city  markets  also  furnish  seasonable 
luxuries. 

ARTHUR  ALLEN.  There  are  numerous  fine 
farms  in  Wayne  county  which  will  compare  favor- 
ably with  any  others  in  the  State  as  regards  produc- 
tion, and  also  as  to  the  improvements  which  have 
been  made  upon  them.  Many  of  these  places  are 
owned  by  men  comparatively  young  in  years,  who 
by  energy  and  perseverance  have  already  accumu- 
lated a handsome  property.  As  a representative  of 
this  class  of  agriculturists,  we  take  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting the  name  of  Mr.  Allen,  whose  fine  farm  is 
located  in  Scott  township. 

Born  in  that  township,  January  14,  1869,  our 
subject  is  a son  of  Abram  Allen,  a native  of  Otsego 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  a descendant  of  Col.  Ethan 
Allen,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  The  father  was  three 
times  married,  his  first  wife  being  Sarah  Mitchell, 
by  whom  he  had  four  children : Ann  Eliza,  Kate, 
Paul  and  Charles  W.  After  her  death  he  married 
Samantha  Hufteln,  and  to  them  were  born  two  sons, 
Norman  and  Melvin,  both  residents  of  Buckingham 
township,  Wayne  county.  For  his  third  wife  he 
married  Rhoda  Haynes,  who  was  born  near  Hones- 
dale,  in  Wayne  county,  and  is  a daughter  of  Roger 
Haynes.  The  following  children  blessed  this  union : 
Albert,  who  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead ; 
Jennie,  wife  of  Archie  Thome,  of  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county;  and  Arthur. 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  active  busi- 
ness life  Abram  Allen  engaged  in  farming  in  Scott 
township.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  Fifty-sixth  P.  V.  I.,  and 
faithfully  fought  for  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it 
represented  for  three  years  and  one-half.  His  eve- 
sight  being  affected  by  his  arduous  service,  he  was 


partially  blind  for  many  years  after  leaving  the  army, 
and  long  before  his  death  ne  lost  his  eye-sight  en- 
tirely. He  was  a Republican  in  politics  and  a Meth- 
odist in  religious  belief,  holding  many  offices  in 
his  church,  and  taking  an  active  part  in  its  work. 
In  1894  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest,  and  his  wid- 
ow and  son  Albert  now  occupy  the  old  homestead, 
which  contains  about  100  acres  of  land. 

Arthur  Allen  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Ethelyn,  daughter  of  Charles  White,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely : Ed- 
son,  Eliza  and  Harold.  Having  prospered  in  his 
business  undertakings,  Mr.  Allen  is  now  the  owner 
of  586  acres  of  valuable  and  productive  land,  a part 
of  which  is  known  as  the  J.  L.  Shafer  place.  He  is 
a thrifty,  intelligent  and  energetic  farmer,  and  every- 
thing about  his  place  bespeaks  prosperity.  He 
stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors  and 
friends,  and  has  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact  in  either  business  or  social  life. 
Politically  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  religiously  he  is  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Church. 

LEWIS  W.  MILLS.  Life  has  so  many  sides 
and  phases  that  the  man  who  devotes  his  whole  at- 
tention to  any  one  of  tnese  becomes  narrow,  how- 
ever proficient  in  that  one  line.  There  are  promin- 
ent and  worthy  citizens  who  are  one  sided,  but  the 
man  of  varied  experiences  and  varied  aims  becomes 
on  the  whole  the  more  valuable  member  of  society. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  latter  class. 
Without  ostentation  he  is  active  in  various  relations 
of  life.  A prominent  and  successful  farmer,  he  is 
alive  not  only  to  material  affairs  but  to  the  re- 
ligious and  educational  needs  of  the  community. 
Among  his  experiences  the  active  service  he  ren- 
dered his  country  during  the  trying  years  of  the 
Civil  war  are  highly  cherished.  He  participated  in 
some  of  the  fiercest  engagements  that  brought  to 
a close  that  memorable  conflict,  and  the  lasting  bene- 
fits of  that  heroic  service  in  the  formation  of  charac- 
ter is  instanced  in  his  career  as  well  as  those  of 
many  other  veterans. 

The  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  emi- 
grants from  Germany  and  became  early  settlers  of 
Monroe  county.  They  had  two  sons : William  and 
John.  William  settled  in  Chestnut  Hill  township 
where  he  married  and  reared  a family.  John,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Monroe  county. 
He  married  Mary  A.  Eccert,  a native  of  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y.,  and  lived  for  a time  in  Spragueville, 
N.  Y.,  where  for  some  years  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  Ransberry  Bros,  and  where  also  he  followed  his 
trade,  that  of  a tailor.  Later  moving  to  Mountain 
Home,  Monroe  county,  he  engaged  for  some  years 
in  farming  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he  re- 
moved to  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Horace 
Sage,  in  New  York  State,  where  he  died  in  1891. 
To  John  and  Mary  A.  Mills  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, namely:  (1)  M , married  James  Post- 

en,  of  Stroud  township,  and  resided  at  Pittston, 
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where  she  died  leaving  children  as  follows — Daniel, 
Charles,  John,  George,  Ollie  Ida  and  May.  (2) 
Olive  J.  married  Horace  Sage  and  lives  in  New 
York  State.  (3)  James  is  a resident  of  Wisconsin. 
(4)  William  married  Eliza  Dubler  and  is  now  an 
employe  of  the  D.  L.  & W.  R.  R.  at  Scranton.  He 
has  two  sons — Harry  and  Arthur.  (5)  Daniel  died 
when  a young  man.  (6)  Mary  (now  deceased) 
was  the  wife  of  William  Evans,  of  Canadensis,  and 
had  one  daughter — Edith.  (7)  Frank  married  Miss 
Annie  Decker,  of  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  owns  and 
operated  a farm  in  Barrett.  He  has  two  children — • 
Alice  and  Stanley.  (8)  Horace  is  married,  has  two 
children  and  lives  in  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.  (9) 
Lewis  W.  is  our  subject. 

Lewis  W.  Mills  was  born  in  February,  1836,  in 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  schools  of  Stroud  and 
Barrett  township.  Later  he  was  employed  in  driv- 
ing team  at  Canadensis  until  his  marriage,  in  1862, 
to  Miss  Henrietta  Bohner,  of  Barrett  township, 
a daughter  of  Dagdel  and  Christiana  Bohner,  natives 
of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  America  and  settled 
in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  where  Mrs.  Bohner  died. 
Later  Mr.  Bohner  removed  to  Canadensis,  and  there 
died.  After  his  marriage  in  1862,  our  subject 
settled  in  Canadensis.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  nth  P.  V.  C.,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  at  Easton,  Penn.,  joining  the 
regiment  later  near  Richmond,  Va.  He  participated 
in  the  engagement  at  Black  Water  and  subsequently 
moved  with  the  regiment  to  Camp  Geddis  where  the 
command  went  into  winter  quarters.  On  the  open- 
ing of  the  spring  campaign  the  regiment  moved  to 
Hatcher’s  Run,  on  the  left  of  Petersburg,  and  was 
detached  to  join  Sherman’s  cavalry.  From  that 
time  on  until  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee,  the  Elev- 
enth did  active  duty  daily  on  the  Lynchburg  turn- 
pike. The  Eleventh,  it  is  said,  made  the  first  charge 
on  Richmond  before  the  surrender.  It  was  held  in 
service,  doing  guard  duty  on  government  property 
and  assisting  in  the  parol  of  prisoners  until  August, 
1865,  when  it  was  honorably  discharged  at  Rich- 
mond, Ya.  Among  the  engagements  in  which  Mr. 
Mills  participated  were : the  Wilderness,  May  5-7, 
1864,  Flat  Creek  Bridge,  May  14,  New  Market, 
Petersburg,  June  10,  1864,  Stanton's  Bridge,  June 
27,  1864,  Weldon  railroad,  June  22-23,  Ream’s  Sta- 
tion and  Fishers  Hill,  James  River  and  Darby  town 
Road,  and  Cedar  Creek  October  iq,  1864,  White 
Oak,  March  31,  1865,  Dinwiddie,  March  31,  and 
Five  Forks,  Deep  Bottom  and  Appomatox. 

Returning  to  Monroe  county  after  the  war,  Mr. 
Mills  purchased  a home  in  Canadensis  where  he 
lived  for  three  years.  Selling  his  home  in  1868,  he 
purchased  the  Dan  Price  property  in  Barrett  town- 
ship, in  what  is  known  as  the  “Ditch  Hill”  settle- 
ment. Here  he  and  his  sons  have  cleared  up  a good- 
sized  farm  and  on  this  property  Mr.  Mills  erected  a 
good  two-story  house,  barn  and  other  buildings, 
making  the  property  one  of  the  best  improved  farms 
in  the  township. 


To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  come  eight 
children,  namely:  (1)  John,  born  at  Mountain  Home 
in  1864,  married  Miss  Sarah  Beavers,  of  Luzerne 
county,  and  now  lives  in  Wayne  county.  (2) 
Philip  A.,  born  in  October,  1866,  has  followed 
lumbering  in  Potter,  Sullivan,  McKean  and  Tioga 
counties,  and  is  now  living  on  the  old  homestead. 
(3)  Sylvester,  born  in  March,  1868,  married  Miss 
Ella  Howeil  and  until  his  death,  in  1895,  resided  in 
Barrett  township.  (4)  Charles,  born  in  December, 
1870,  married  Miss  Bertha  Huff  and  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  in  New  Jersey.  He  has  one  daughter — - 
Edna  H.  (5)  Garrison,  born  March  26,  1874,  mar- 
ried Miss  Tiena  Shaller,  of  Mountain  Home,  and 
now  resides  in  the  village.  (6)  Ada  B.,  born  in 
March,  1877,  is  the  wife  of  Coray  Honeywell,  of 
Dallas,  Luzerne  countv,  and  has  one  child — Amena. 
(7)  Floyd  B.,  born  September  9,  1879,  died  when  a 
young  man.  (8)  Carrie  A.,  born  August  2,  1885,  is 
a student  at  the  home  schools. 

In  politics  Mr.  Mills  is  a Democrat  and  he  has 
held  many  of  the  local  offices  in  Barrett  township. 
Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Moravian 
Church  of  Canadensis.  He  has  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  Churcn  and  is  now  one  of  the  trustees. 
He  is  an  exemplary  citizen  and  his  wife  presides  in 
a hospitable  home,  where  the  principles  of  charity 
and  good  will  are  inculcated  by  word  and  deed. 

C.  H.  FESSENDEN  has  occupied  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
since  1851,  nearly  half  a century,  and  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  no  citizen  of  that  locality  is  more  highly 
esteemed  than  this  venerable  resident.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  the  county,  born  July  4,  1818,  in  Bridge- 
water  township,  where  his  parents  and  grandpar- 
ents were  among  the  early  settlers,  coming  hither 
from  the  State  of  Connecticut.  The  family  is  of 
English  origin. 

Mr.  Fessenden  is  the  grandson  of  Samuel  and 
Eunice  (Backus)  Fessenden,  who  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  in  an  early  day  and  here  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  busy  lives.  Samuel  was  one  of 
four  brothers.  His  son  Plenry  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut, came  to  Pennsylvania  with  the  family,  and  in 
Susquehanna  county  met  and  married  Patty  Lath- 
rop,  also  a native  of  Connecticut,  by  whom  he  had 
children  as  follows:  Sally  E.,  wife  of  George  Frink; 
Eunice  V , wife  of  Peter  George ; William  L. ; C. 
H. : Caroline  E.,  wife  of  Billings  Stroud;  Henry 
L. ; Samuel  B. ; George ; Samuel ; Theodore  ; Martha, 
who  never  married  ; and  Edward  R.,  who  married 
Mary  Dye  (he  was  in  the  sewing  machine  business; 
his  death  was  the  result  of  an  accident  on  the  rail- 
road, his  head  being  cut  off  by  the  cars).  C.  H. 
is  the  only  survivor  of  this  large  family.  The 
mother  passed  away  in  Bridgewater  township,  in 
1843,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  the  father 
subsequently  married  Eunice  Taylor ; there  were  no 
children  born  to  this  union.  Mr.  Fessenden  followed 
farming  in  Susquehanna  county  all  his  life,  and 
also  taught  school  for  a number  of  years.  His  death 
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occurred  in  March,  1847,  when  he  was  sixty-one 
years  of  age,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  both  buried  in 
Bridgewater  township. 

C.  H.  Fessenden  received  the  advantages  af- 
forded by  the  public  schools  in  the  neighborhood  of 
his  boyhood  home  and  obtained  a good  practical 
education,  which  he  put  to  good  use,  in  his  early 
manhood,  from  the  age  of  twenty-two  to  twenty- 
six  years,  engaging  in  school  teaching  during  the 
winter  season.  Fie  lived  at  home  up  to  the  age  of 
twenty-six,  working  his  father's  farm,  and  then 
commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  with  a 
neighbor,  following  same  for  about  eight  years.  Fie 
spent  four  years  at  Montrose,  Penn.  Mr.  Fessen- 
den came  to  Auburn  township  in  1850,  and  in  1851 
settled  on  the  farm  where  he  has  ever  since  made 
his  home,  by  industry  and  judicious  management 
gaining  a comfortable  competence  from  his  land. 
He  has  been  thoroughly  progressive  in  his  agricul- 
tural work  and  has  won  and  retained  the  respect  of 
all  who  know  him  for  integrity  and  fairness  in  all 
dealings.  He  has  faithfully  done  his  share  toward 
the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  his  township, 
where  he  has  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquain- 
tances. In  religious  connection  he  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  has  been 
active  for  vears  as  a class-leader  and  at  present  is 
acting  as  trustee.  Politically  he  is  a Republican. 

Mr.  Fessenden  was  married,  December  28, 
1846,  on  his  present  farm,  to  Miss  Polly  Russell, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children — Bettv, 
now  the  wife  of  Lemuel  W.  Titman,  a farmer  of 
Auburn  township,  and  Rollin  A.,  a graduate  of  the 
Mansfield  Norihal  School,  who  followed  teaching  a 
number  of  years  and  who  married  Miss  Ida  Topin,  a 
trained  nurse  of  NewYorkCity.  Mrs.  Fessenden  was 
born  June  28,  1821,  in  Auburn  township,  daughter 
of  Eleazer  and  Betty  (Bronson)  Russell,  and 
granddaughter  of  Eleazer  Russell,  all  of  Connecti- 
cut. The  grandfather  was  killed  by  a falling  tree 
on  Wyalusing  creek.  The  father  settled  on  what  is 
now  the  Fessenden  farm,  in  Auburn  township,  in 
an  early  day,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  January  30, 
3:857,  aged  sixty-five  years  and  eleven  months,  and 
his  wife  survived  until  1889,  attaining  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-nine  years  and  six  months.  Their  re- 
mains rest  in  Springville  township.  They  were  de- 
vout members  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Russell  were  the  parents  of  two  children : Hannah, 
now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Quick, 
Jr.,  and  Polly,  wife  of  C.  H.  Fessenden. 

JOHN  YARRICK.  Nature  has  dealt  lavishly 
with  this  favored  region  and  no  spot  in  the  State 
compares  in  beauty  with  the  celebrated  Delaware 
Water  Gap,  whose  attractions  bring  thither  scores 
of  tourists  every  summer  from  all  parts  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  "Delaware  House,”  recently  com- 
pleted by  the  genial  and  enterprising  gentleman  whose 
name  opens  this  sketch,  is  one  of  the  best  of  hotels 
designed  to  accommodate  this  class  of  visitors  and  ' 


it  is  safe  to  say  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  in  its 
equipment  which  the  most  fastidious  taste  could  de- 
mand. Hardwood  floors,  steam  heat,  gas,  hot  and 
cold  water,  bath  rooms,  ana  lavatories  on  each 
story,  with  other  modern  conveniences,  are  features 
of  the  place,  while  thecomfortablebeds  fitted  with  the 
finest  hair  mattresses,  and  the  artistic  furniture  show 
a thorough  understanding  of  the  needs  of  the  guests. 
The  table  is  supplied  with  all  the.  delicacies  of  that 
city  and  local  markets,  and  the  bar-room  is  stocked 
with  tire  best  of  wines  and  liquors,  many  of  the  brands 
being  specially  imported.  The  terms  are  strictly 
moderate,  and  the  house  is  most  conveniently  located 
for  the  traveling  public,  being  on  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  within  two  hundred  feet  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  R.  R.,  where  all  Philadel- 
phia trains  and  all  trains  between  New  York  City 
and  Scranton  stop  daily. 

Mr.  Yarrick  is  an  ideal  landlord,  his  genial  influ- 
ence pervading  the  hotel  and  adding  much  to  the  en- 
joyment of  his  visitors,  and  the  following  account  of 
his  life  will  be  of  interest.  He  was  born  in  1858,  at 
Jackson,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  son  of  Frank  and 
Barbara  (Miller)  Yarrick.  His  parents  were  born  and 
reared  in  Baden,  Germany,  and  after  their  marriage 
they  came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York  City  in 
July,  1858.  They  settled  first  in  Columbia  county 
where  the  father  was  engaged  in  farming  six  years, 
and  in  1864  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  being  em- 
ployed there  at  his  trade  of  stonecutting.  In  1866 
lie  returned  to  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  but  in  1872 
he  again  went  to  Philadelphia  to  engage  in  the  hotel 
business  at  238  Jefferson  street  and  after  nine  years 
he  purchased  hotel  property  in  that  city  where  lie  still 
resides.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  five  children 
the  others  are:  (2)  Mary,  born  in  i860,  in  Columbia 
county,  N.  Y.,  was  educated  in  a high  school  in  that 
State  and  married  Henry  Lambert,  of  Philadelphia, 
who  died  in  June,  1894,  leaving  one  daughter — JLulu. 
(3)  Catherine,  born  in  1862,  in  New  York  State,  re- 
ceived a good  education  and  married  August  lVfans- 
seest,  a milk  dealer  of  Pmladelphia.  They  have  four 
sons — John,  August,  Albert  and  Frank.  (4)  Louise, 
born  in  1864,  in  Philadelphia,  attended  the  advanced 
schools  of  that  city.  She  married  William  Summer- 
ville, of  Philadelphia,  now  the  bookkeeper  for  the 
Knickerbocker  Co.,  and  they  have  one  daughter — 
Ethel.  (5)  Miss  Jennie,  born  in  1870,  in  New  York 
State,  was  educated  in  Philadelphia  and  her  accom- 
plishments make  her  a favorite  among  a large  circle 
of  friends. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Philadelphia  and  of  his  native  county  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  he  entered  the  employ  of  Fred- 
erick Zeiss,  a match  manufacturer  of  Philadelphia, 
with  whom  he  remained  three  years.  He  then  began 
an  apprenticeship  with  R.  C.  Purvis,  a tinsmith,  in 
the  same  city,  and  after  completing  his  term  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  cigars  at  No.  9 North 
7th  street.  In  1881  he  married  Miss  Catherine 
Lutsch.of  Philadelphia, daughter  of  Nicholas  Lutsch, 
a native  of  Germanv.  Mr.  Tarrick  continued  in  the 
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cigar  business  two  years,  and  he  also  spent  three  and 
a half  years  as  a conductor  on  a cable  car  line.  Later 
he  became  general  manager  of  his  father's  hotel,  re- 
maining with  him  three  years,  and  in  1889  he  pur- 
chased the  “Farmers  and  Drovers  Home  Hotel”  at 
Teawig,  Montgomery  Co.,  Penn.,  which  he  conduct- 
ed successfully  until  the  death  of  his  wife  on  July 
29,  1893.  He  disposed  of  the  hotel  soon  afterward 
and  returned  to  Philadelphia  to  engage  in  the  hotel 
business  there,  and  in  September,  1897,  he  bought 
the  property  known  as  the  “Delaware  Hotel"  site  at 
the  Water  Gap.  The  building  had  been  burned  in 
January,  1897,  and  he  replaced  it  with  a thoroughly 
modern  structure,  worthy  of  its  beautiful  surround- 
ings. In  February,  1895,  he  married  Miss  Augusta 
L.  M.  Siebrecht,  an  accomplished  young  lady,  of 
Philadelphia,  who  is  a worthy  helpmate  in  his  enter- 
prise. He  had  two  children,  both  born  in  Philadel- 
phia, of  his  first  marriage,  namely : Frank,  born  June 
21,  1882,  and  John,  born  July  20,  1884.  They  are 
bright  boys  and  have  had  the  advantage  of  several 
years  of  study  in  the  grammar  schools  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Mrs.  Augusta  Yarrick  is  a daughter  of  the  late 
August  Siebrecht,  a native  of  Germany,  who  died 
in  1894  leaving  a widow,  Mrs.  Marie  Siebrecht,  also 
a native  of  the  Fatherland.  This  worthy  couple 
had  the  following  children : Hermina,  born  in  Ger- 
many, married  Ernest  F.  Ott,  and  Conrad,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  married  and  settled  in  Newark,  N. 
J. ; Bertha,  born  in  Germany,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Schmidt,  of  Philadelphia;  Elizabeth,  born 
in  Germany,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  R.  Dardenna,  of 
Philadelphia.  George,  born  in  Philadelphia,  mar- 
ried Miss  Teria  Baker,  of  that  city,  where  they  now 
reside.  Augusta,  wife  of  our  subject,  was  the  sixth 
in  order  of  birth.  Miss  Helen,  who  resides  with  her 
mother,  is  a refined  young  lady  and  a favorite  among 
her  large  circle  of  friends. 

AMBROSE  DETRICK,  a highly  respected 
resident  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  count}7, 
is  probably  best  known  in  his  connection  with 
the  lumber  interests  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  which  he  has  been  identified  for  over  twenty 
years.  He  was  born  February  12,  1847,  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  son  of 
Daniel  and  Catherine  (McCormick)  Detrick. 

John  Detrick,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a native  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  but  spent  many 
years  of  his  active  life  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1848  com- 
ing to  Wyoming  county,  where  he  died  in  1881,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight.  He  was  a car- 
penter by  occupation.  Daniel  Detrick  was  born  in 
Monroe  county,  Penn.,  where  he  passed  his  earlier 
years,  and  was  married  there  to  Catherine  McCor- 
mick, by  whom  he  had  children  as  follows:  James, 

who  died  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war ; Mary  Ann, 
who  married  Abram  Billings,  of  Wyoming  county, 
Penn. ; Lucinda,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Kinney,  living  on 
Golden  Hill,  Wyoming  county;  Jerome,  living  in 
Skinner’s  Eddy,  who  is  employed  on  the  Lehigh 


Valley  railroad  (he  was  also  in  the  Union  service)  ; 
Ambrose ; Alvin,  who  resides  at  Meshoppen,  Penn. ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  A.  G.  Thayer,  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y. ; Cornelia  and  Cordelia,  twins,  who-  were  drowned 
in  the  creek  flood  when  four  years  old ; and  Flora 
Angelia,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty.  Daniel 
Detrick  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  followed 
same  in  Middle  Smithfield  for  some  years,  remov- 
ing thence  to  Tanner sville,  where  he  opened  a 
wheelwright  shop,  employing  several  hands  con- 
stantly. He  also  acted  as  agent  for  wag'ons,  mak- 
ing sales  throughout  northeastern  Pennsylvania. 
From  Tannersville  he  removed  to  Tunkhannock, 
where  he  tended  the  ferry  for  two  years  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  another  year,  subsequently 
carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  at  North  Flatt  for 
three  years.  The  next  two  years  he  was  boatman 
on  the  North  Branch  canal,  in  Wyoming  county, 
and  thence  began  lumbering  at  French's  Mill,  where 
he  had'  resided  two  years  when  the  accident  occurred 
which  caused  his  death.  The  dam  gave  way  and 
carried  the  house,  with  the  entire  family — father, 
mother,  three  sons  and  three  daughters — in  it  in 
the  flood,  the  father  and  twin  daughters  being 
drowned.  Mrs.  Detrick  passed  away  in  February, 
1893,  when  seventy-two  years  of  age. 

Ambrose  Detrick  attended  the  common  schools 
during  his  early  boyhod,  but  he  began  work  at  a 
very  tender  age  and  practically  supported  himself 
after  his  eighth  year.  He  began  farming  in  Sus- 
quehanna county  with  Mr.  Tubbs,  for  whom  he 
worked  five  years,  and  when  he  commenced  on  his 
own  account  rented  land  for  three  or  four  years, 
for  one  year  also  engaging  in  a stone  quarry.  He 
lived  in  different  parts  of  the  county  until  settling 
on  his  present  place  in  Auburn,  which  was  the  home- 
stead of  his  wife’s  family,  a well-improved  tract  of 
twenty-five  acres  which  is  now  in  a fine  state  of 
cultivation.  He  has  given  his  principal  attention  to 
lumbering,  however,  and  during  the  past  twenty 
years  he  has  cleared  some  1,500  or  1,600  acres  of 
timber,  having  rafted  on  the  river  in  every  month 
of  the  year  at  some  time  or  other.  He  has  taken 
contracts  for  large  jobs,  for  the  most  part  getting 
out  mine  supplies  and  sawed  lumber,  and  it  has 
been  said  that  he  has  rafted  enough  lumber  down  the 
Susquehanna  river  to  reach  from  his  home  to  Wilkes 
Barre.  He  is  still  engaged  in  this  business.  Mr. 
Detrick  has  been  one  of  the  active  citizens  of  the 
community  in  which  he  makes  his  home,  has  served 
as  postmaster  at  Doolittle  ever  since  the  office  was 
opened,  in  May,  1894,  and  for  nine  years  held  the 
office  of  school  director,  discharging  his  duties  as  a 
public  servant  with  the  same  care  and  fidelity  which 
he  exercises  in  matters  of  personal  interest.  Polit- 
ically he  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Mr.  Detrick  is  well  and  favora- 
bly known  throughout  this  part  of  the  State,  and  he 
well  deserves  the  prosperity  which  has  come  to  him, 
for  he  has  given  close  attention  to  business  and 
worked  hard  to  make  a success  in  life.  In  fraternal 
connection  he  is  a member  of  Lodge  No.  439,  I.  O. 
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O.  F.,  and  of  the  K.  of  P.,  both  of  Laceyville,  having- 
passed  through  all  the  chairs  in  the  last  named. 

Mr.  Detrick  was  married  in  Auburn  township 
to  Miss  Harriet  E.  Chase,  and  they  have  had  three 
children:  Albert  N.,born  October  23, 1869, who  died 
August  16,  1878;  W.  Le  Roy,  born  March  10,  1873, 
who  died  July  13,  1889;  and  John  F.,  born  June  4, 
1875,  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Wyoming  county. 
Mrs.  Detrick  is  of  English  descent  on  the  paternal 
side,  and  her  grandparents,  Stephen  and  Polly 
(Meeker)  Chase,  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  Tier 
father,  Nathan  Chase,  was  born  in  Litchfield  coun- 
ty, that  State,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in 
an  early  day.  Here  he  married  Miss  Lucinda  Car- 
rier, who  was  born  July  13,  1816,  in  Bridgewater 
township,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Melinda  (Ty- 
ler) Carrier,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  viz.:  William  J.,  born  July  24,  1842,  died 

May  21,  1880,  was  a mason  by  trade;  he  served  as 
a veteran  in  the  Civil  war.  Harriet  E.,  Mrs.  Det- 
rick, was  born  December  4,  1845.  John  F.,  born 
October  18,  1850,  died  June  14,  1889,  was  a quar- 
ryman.  The  mother  passed  away  November  8, 
1885.  Her  father,  Thomas  Carrier,  was  born  De- 
cember 16,  1779,  in  Connecticut,  and  died  March 
21,  1856,  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.  On  July  8, 
1811,  he  was  married  in  Montrose,  Penn.,  to  Miss 
Melinda  Tyler,  who  was  born  September  17,  1792, 
in  Massachusetts,  and  died  May  20,  i860,  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Pennsylvania. 

FRANK  ORCE,  Jr.,  a popular  railway  con- 
ductor residing  at  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  was 
born  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  August  13,  1856,  and  is 
a son  of  Frank  and  Mary  (Kelley)  Orce,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Palermo,  Italy,  the  latter  of  Ireland. 
In  the  family  were  five  sons,  the  two  eldest  dying  in 
infancy;  Frank  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  Ste- 
phen is  now  a railroad  engineer  in  New  York  State ; 
and  Henry  is  a merchant  of  Uniondale,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  at  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y.,  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Erie  Railroad  Co.,  with  which  he  is  still  connected. 
In  1877  he  was  promoted  to  conductor,  and  is  still 
holding  that  position  as  an  honored  and  trusted  em- 
ploye of  the  same  road.  He  is  a member  of  the  Or- 
der of  Railway  Conductors,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Legion  of  Honor,  in  which  he  has  served  as  secre- 
tary for  several  years.  I11  his  political  views  he  is 
independent,  but  always  takes  a deep  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  both 
widely  and  favorably  known. 

At  Port  Jervis,  September  28,  1881,  Mr.  Orce 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Breen, 
by  whom  he  has  had  two  children : Angela,  at 

home ; and  Willis,  deceased.  Mrs.  Orce  was  born 
at  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y.,  December  5,  1864,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  E.  (O'Connor)  Breen, 
natives  of  Thurles,  Ireland,  and  Reading,  Conn., 
respectively.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  James 


and  Mary  (Ryan)  Breen,  were  also  natives  of  Ire- 
land, and  came  to  America  in  1853,  locating  in  New 
York  City,  where  the  grandfather  became  a dry- 
goods  merchant.  Before  his  emigration  to  this  coun- 
try he  had  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
goods  in  England.  On  disposing  of  his  business 
in  New  York  he  accepted  a position  as  bookkeeper 
for  the  New  England  Car  Spring  Co.,  which  was 
held  by  his  son  after  the  former’s  death.  Mrs. 
Orce’s  maternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Mary 
(Jackson)  O’Connor,  the  former  a native  of  Coun- 
ty Limerick,  Ireland,  the  latter  of  New  York  City. 
The  grandfather  was  engaged  in  the  confectionery 
business  in  New  York  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  children  born  to  James  and  Mary  E.  (O’Con- 
nor) Breen  were:  William,  James  and  Angelia, 

deceased;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  our  subject.  The 
father  died  November  29,  1866,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
eight  years,  and  the  mother,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 15,  1840,  now  finds  a pleasant  home  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Orce. 

WILLIAM  KRUMMELL.  Some  individu- 
als acquire  prominence  and  prosperity  with  appar- 
ent ease.  To  others  the  heights  are  attained  only 
after  manly  struggle.  The  early  life  of  William 
Krummell  was  passed  beneath  labor  clouds,  through 
which  the  sun  only  occasionally  shot  its  rays  of  glad- 
dening warmth  and  light.  He  was  the  youngest 
child  of  an  industrious  German  emigrant  who  came 
to  America  to  improve  his  condition,  but  who  died 
soon  after  his  arrival,  leaving  a widow  and  four 
small  children  without  adequate  means  of  support. 
Happily  a benevolent  circle  extended  a helping- 
hand  and  through  generous  assistance  the  family 
was  placed  upon  the  highway  of  success. 

Mr.  Krummell  was  born  in  November,  1851, 
in  Greene  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  son  of  Francis 
A.  and  Nancy  (Bornhoeft)  Krummell.  The  par- 
ents were  natives  of  Germany,  in  which  country 
they  were  reared,  married  and  lived  until  1849. 
that  year  with  their  three  children  they  came  to 
America.  Remaining  in  New  York  for  a short 
time,  the  family  removed  to  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  settling  at  Goose  Pond,  where  Francis 
Krummell  died  in  1851.  John  Bornhoeft,  the 
brother  of  Mrs.  Krummell,  had  settled  in  Pike  coun- 
ty some  years  earlier.  He  at  once  assumed  the  care 
and  protection  of  the  bereaved  family.  He  was  a 
piano-maker  by  trade  and  was  established  in  busi- 
ness in  New  York,  at  the  same  time  owning  prop- 
erty in  Pike  county,  Penn.  The  Krummell  family 
he  removed  to  his  New  York  residence  and  there 
gave  the  four  children — Sophia,  Frederick,  John  and 
William — each  a liberal  education.  Sophia  Krum- 
mell, born  in  Germany,  in  1838,  married,  in  New 
York,  Michael  Ross,  a native  of  Germany,  and  now 
a prominent  blacksmith  and  wheelwright  in  West- 
chester county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  four  children — 
John,  Annie  (now  Mrs.  Buckman),  Lillie  and 
Sophia.  Frederick  Krummell,  born  in  1841,  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  John  Krummell,  born 
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in  1843,  married  Miss  Irene  Brown,  of  Canadensis, 
a daughter  of  Joseph  Brown,  an  old  settler  of  Bar- 
| rett  township ; he  owns  a fine  farm  in  Barrett  town- 
! ship  adjoining  that  of  his  brother,  our  subject,  and 
j:  has  a family  of  eight  children,  as  follows — Dora, 
Maggie  (wife  of  William  Tufifts,  of  Long  Island, 
! N.  Y.),  Annie,  Sophia,  Edward,  Frederick,  Mamie 
and  Irene. 

William  Krummell,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
j'  and  its  only  member  born  in  America,  attended 
school  in  New  York  City  until  he  reached  the  age 
j of  fourteen  years.  His  uncle,  John  Bornhoeft,  then 
i sent  him  and  his  brother  John  to  take  charge  of  the 

i farm  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county.  Here  our 
subject  remained  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  In 

.!  1872  lie  married  Miss  Margaret  E.  Dandt,  of 
j Stroudsburg,  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Rachel 
.j  Dandt.  John  C.  Dandt  was  a native  of  Germany, 

ii  and  his  wife  of  Monroe  county,  Penn.  They  now 
reside  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  conducts  a tailor- 

:|  ' ing  business.  Their  children  are  as  follows  : Mar- 

1,  garet  E.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject;  George;  Mary 
ij  A.  is  the  wife  of  John  Hufford,  of  Stroudsburg ; 
I Irene  is  the  wife  of  William  Stephenson,  of  Phila- 
:f  delphia ; Douglas  S.  is  a resident  of  South  Beth- 
lehem ; one  daughter  died  unmarried ; and  Emma 
died  when  a young  lady. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  settled  at  South 
Bethlehem,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  brick- 
layer and  plasterer.  Five  years  later  he  removed  to 
his  present  home  in  Barrett,  which  property  he  pur- 
chased from  Charles  J.  Price.  Settling  in  the  woods, 
Mr.  Krummell  cleared  the  entire  farm.  Erecting 
at  first  a small  house,  he  later  enlarged  it  and  has 
made  various  improvements,  and  it  is  now  one  of 
the  finest  residences  in  Barrett  township.  The  barn 
and  other  buildings  are  in  keeping  with  the  taste- 
ful and  commodious  modern  house.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Krummell  have  been  born  three  children : 
Harry,  born  in  Northampton  county  in  1873,  re- 
| ceived  a good  education  and  still  resides  at  home ; 
j Martin  L.,  born  in  1875,  is  unmarried  and  at  home; 
Minnie  E.,  born  in  1877,  is  now  a student  at  the 
home  schools.  Politically  Mr.  Krummell  is  a Re- 
publican. He  was  reared  in  the  Protestant  faith 
and  has  always  been  a liberal  supporter  of  the  home 
schools.  He  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Barrett,  and  has  attained  his  present 
enviable  position  in  life  through  his  own  efforts. 

THOMAS  S.  RANSOM  owns  and  success- 
fully operates  the  old  Ransom  homestead  in  Scott 
township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  was  horn  March 
22,  1844,  a son  of  Abraham  W.  Ransom,  a native 
of  England,  who  came  to  the  United  States  with  his 
parents  when  eight  years  old.  The  grandfather, 
j Thomas  Ransom,  on  his  arrival  in  New  York,  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Hudson  river  to  Poughkeepsie,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  purchased  an  emigrant  wagon  and  an 
ox-team,  with  which  he  conveyed  his  family  across 
the  State  to  Lanesboro,  Penn.,  on  the  Susquehanna 
river.  From  that  point  he  assisted  in  the  construc- 


tion of  the  road  (known  as  the  State  road)  to 
Stockport,  on  the  Delaware  river,  and  took,  in  part 
payment  for  his  services,  the  tract  of  land  upon 
which  he  afterward  located.  He  died  in  Starrucca, 
Wayne  county,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eig'hty-one 
years ; his  wife,  who  survived  him  many  years,  died 
at  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  and  both  were  interred  in  the 
cemetery  at  Starrucca.  Their  children  were  Mrs. 
Doolittle,  at  present  a resident  of  Iowa ; Mrs.  Rob- 
inson, of  Deposit,  N.  Y. ; Mrs.  Benjamin  Samson, 
of  Starrucca,  Penn.;  Mrs.  Andrews  (deceased); 
and  Abraham  W.,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

On  reaching  manhood  Abraham  W.  Ransom 
married  Miss  Elvira  Ingerlert,  a daughter  of 
Simeon  and  Polly  (Early)  Ingerlert,  the  former  a 
native  of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  the  latter  of  Scott 
township,  Wayne  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ran- 
som were  born  seven  children  : Mrs.  Harriet  Croft, 

a resident  of  Hornellsville,  N.  Y. ; Mrs.  Julia  Mil- 
ler, now  of  Oregon ; Thomas  S.  and  George,  of 
Scott  township,  Wayne  county ; Hiram,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ; Amanda,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twelve ; and  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  three.  The  father  was  born  in  1816,  and  died  at 
the  old  home  in  Scott  township.  May  20,  1888,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  in  1892.  Both  were  active  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
had  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  them. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  spent  his  entire 
life  upon  the  old  home  farm, and  is  justly  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  skillful  and  systematic 'agricultur- 
ists of  Scott  township.  In  1866  he  united  with 
Miss  Minnie  Triber,  who  was  born  near  the  city  of 
Berlin,  Germany,  a daughter  of  Charles  and  Dora 
(Springborn)  Triber,  now  residents  of  Filer  City, 
Mich.  On  coming  to  the  New  World  Mr.  Triber 
first  located  in  New  York,  and  from  there  came  to 
Sherman,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  the  tannery  at  that  place  was  closed.  In 
his  family  are  the  following  children : Minnie, 

wife  of  our  subject;  Charles,  a resident  of  Albany, 
N.  Y. ; Mary,  wife  of  Charles  Lincoln,  of  Sherman, 
Penn. ; Carrie,  wife  of  H.  Hilden ; Anna,  wife  of 
Adam  Hilden;  August;  and  Henry  (deceased). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ransom  have  four  children : Phcebe, 

now  the  wife  of  Ira  Thomas,  of  Rotterdam,  N.  Y. ; 
James  E.,  a resident  of  Mechanicsville,  N.  Y. ; Clar- 
ence C.,  aged  thirteen  years;  and  Flossie  Bell,  aged 
eight  years. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Ransom  is  an  ardent 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  takes  a deep  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  affairs,  giving  his  sup- 
port to  measures  which  he  believes  calculated  to 
prove  of  public  benefit.  His  wife  is  a faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  both  are 
highly  esteemed  by  the  entire  community. 

WILLIAM  SHEEHEY.  Among  those  agri- 
culturists of  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
whose  places  manifest  to  the  most  casual  observer 
the  energy  and  ability  of  their  owner  in  his  chosen 
calling,  is  the  subject  of  this  personal  history. 
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Mr.  Sheehey  was  born  July  4,  1852,  on  the  old 
Sheehey  homestead  where  he  still  continues  to  re- 
side, and  is  the  son  of  Michael  and  Ellen  (Burke) 
Sheehey,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  on  coming  to  the 
New  World  first  located  in  New  York,  but  in  1841 
took  up  their  residence  in  Canaan  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  on  the  present  farm  of  our  subject. 
There  the  father  died  in  1875,  aged  seventy-three 
years,  the  mother  in  1889,  aged  eighty-three,  and 
their  remains  were  interred  in  Canaan  township. 
Of  their  children  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Patrick 
Schully,  a farmer  of  Canaan  township ; Eliza  is  the 
widow  of  Thomas  McCormick,  of  Boston,  Mass.  ; 
Roger  was  killed  on  the  Gravity  railroad ; Cather- 
ine lives  in  Canaan  township  with  her  brother  v\  ill- 
iam,  of  this  sketch,  who  is  next  in  order  of  birth ; 
Edward  is  deceased;  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Burns,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township ; Han- 
nah is  the  wife  of  James  Ryan,  a farmer  of  Canaan 
township;  and  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  James  Nagle,  of 
Canaan  township. 

Like  most  farmers’  sons,  William  Sheehey 
spent  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  after  reaching 
man’s  estate  he  continued  upon  the  old  home  farm, 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  has 
always  devoted  his  attention  with  the  exception  of 
three  months  when  in  the  employ  of  the  D.  L.  & 
W.  R.  R.  He  has  130  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land 
under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  successfully 
engaged  in  general  farming  during  the  summer  sea- 
son, while  the  winter  months  are  devoted  to  lum- 
bering. 

On  February  4,  1876,  Mr.  Sheehey  was  mar- 
ried, in  ITonesdale,  Wayne  county,  to  Miss  Anna 
Grimes,  Father  Byron  officiating.  She  was  born  in 
that  place  May  25,  i860,  a daughter  of  Mathew  and 
Ann  (Coar)  Grimes,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Wismay,  a few  miles  from  Dublin,  Ire- 
land. About  1848  they  emigrated  to  America,  and 
after  a short  time  spent  in  Boston,  Mass.,  they  came 
to  Honesdale,  Penn.,  where  the  father  conducted 
a tavern  until  his  death,  which  occurred  July  7, 
1863,  when  he  was  comparatively  a young  man. 
The  mother  died  September  28,  1888,  aged  sixty- 
four  years,  and  was  laid  by  his  side  in  the  Catholic 
cemetery  of  Honesdale.  Both  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  he  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics.  Their  children  were  Ellen,  now 
the  wife  of  Patrick  Lynatt,  an  engineer  living  in 
Honesdale  ; Patrick,  who  died  in  Boston  ; Mary,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  was  buried  at 
Honesdale;  and  Anna,  wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs. 
Sheehey ’s  paternal  grandparents  never  came  to  the 
New  World,  but  her  maternal  grandfather,  Patrick 
Coar,  became  a resident  of  the  United  States  at  an 
early  day. 

Socially  Mr.  Sheehey  affiliates  with  the  A.  O. 
H.  and  the  P.  F.  M. ; reli  giously  he  is  a member  of 
the  Catholic  Church ; and  politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party.  Although  he  served 
for  one  term  as  supervisor  of  his  township,  he  cares 
nothing  for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public 


office,  preferring  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to 
his  business  interests.  He  has  met  with  excellent 
success  in  his  undertakings  and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  and  reliable,  as  well  as  the 
highly  respected  citizens  of  his  community. 

JOHN  EDWARD  MYERS,  a popular  con- 
ductor on  the  Erie  railroad  and  a highly-respected 
citizen  of  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  July  19,  1866,  a son  of  Samuel  C.  and  Hes- 
ter A.  (Edwards)  Myers.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Benjamin  Myers,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at 
Waterloo,  that  State.  His  children  were : An*' 

drew,  Daniel,  Samuel  C.,  Libby  (wife  of  Daniel 
House),  Charles  and  Moses.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents, Edward  and  (Clark)  Edwards, 

were  both  natives  of  Orange  county.  The  grand- 
father, who  was  a painter  and  chairmaker  by  occu- 
pation, made  his  home  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  V,  and 
there  died.  His  widow  afterward  married  a Mr. 
Conklin,  of  Matamoras,  Penn.  By  her  first  union 
she  had  the  following  children:  Sarah;  William; 

Hester  A.,  mother  of  our  subject;  Carrie,  wife  of 
John  Corey;  Isaac;  George;  Frank;  and  Amelia, 
wife  of  John  Kale. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  also  natives 
of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1871  took  up  their 
residence  in  Port  Jervis,  where  the  father  opened  a 
livery  stable  and  is  still  engaged  in  business  at  the 
age  of  fifty-eight.  There  the  mother  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1883,  aged  forty-three  years.  John  Edward  is 
the  eldest  of  their  children,  the  others  being  Hattie, 
deceased  wife  of  Levi  Thorne;  Charles  (deceased), 
who  married  Hattie  Bellwheat ; William,  who  died 
when  young;  Van,  a resident  of  New  Jersey;  Ben- 
jamin, a railroad  employe,  who  married’ Anna  Buch- 
anan, and  lives  in  Port  Jervis;  Grace,  at  home;  and 
Raymond,  a New  York  Volunteer  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  For  his  second  wife  the  father 
married  Charlotte  Thorne. 

John  Edward  Myers  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  attained  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
when  he  began  braking  on  the  Erie  railroad,  with 
which  he  has  since  been  identified,  having  been  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  conductor  September  24, 
1890.  He  was  married  at  Matamoras,  Penn.,  Sep- 
tember 19,  1887,  to  Miss  Georgiana  A.,  daughter 
of  Thomas  J.  Ivetcham,  who  is  represented  else- 
where. Of  the  four  children  born  of  this  union, 
Samuel  and  Blanche  are  both  deceased,  while  those 
living  are  Anna  and  Wallace  F.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Myers  belongs  to  the  O.  R.  C.  and  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. ; politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
the  community  in  which  they  make  their  home. 

JOHN  LEE,  a well-known  and  prominent 
farmer  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
has  achieved  success  by  his  own  unaided  exertions, 
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and  is,  in  fact,  a self-made  man,  starting  out  in  life 
with  nothing  but  youth  in  his  favor,  and  his  endow- 
ments of  fine  health,  a vigorous  muscle,  and  a clear, 
cool  brain.  After  all,  a man  possessing  these  need 
fear  nothing;  with  a determination  to  succeed,  suc- 
cess is  his  almost  from  the  start,  although  it  may  be 
that  years  of  patient  waiting  and  hard  toil  are  neces- 
sary before  his  endeavors  are  crowned  with  the  full 
measure  of  success.  Thus  endowed,  and  gaining 
experience  and  business  ability  as  the  years  have 
passed,  John  Lee  has  become  very  prosperous. 

He  was  born  December  22,  1823,  in  what  is 
now  Lackawanna  county,  but  at  that  time  formed  a 
part  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  and  is  a son  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Rivenburg)  Lee,  natives  of  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  their  marriage  was  celebrated. 
About  1820  they  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  but  after  residing  here  for  a few  years  moved 
to  Luzerne  county,  where  both  died,  the  father  in 
May,  1851,  aged  seventy-five  years,  the  mother  in 
1867,  aged  seventy-four,  and  their  remains  were 
interred  in  Sandbank  cemetery,  Greenfield  township, 
Lackawanna  county.  They  were  earnest  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  By  occupation 
the  father  was  a shoemaker  and  farmer.  In  the 
family  were  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  namely : Jacob;  William;  Philo ; Jos- 

eph; Catherine,  wife  of  Nicholas  Dennis;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Jewell  Dam;  Martin;  Charity,  wife  of 
Jonathan  Dawhouse,  first,  and  later  of  John  Turner; 
Luther,  a farmer  of  Greenfield,  Penn. ; and  John, 
our  subject.  With  the  exception  of  Luther  and 
John,  all  are  now  deceased.  Our  subject’s  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  Benjamin  Lee,  and  the  maternal 
grandparents  were  Jacob  and  Catherine  Rivenburg, 
who  were  bofn  in  New  York  and  died  in  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

John  Lee  was  reared  on  the  home  farm.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  given  his  time,  and  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  working  as  a farm  hand  until 
he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  purchased  fifty 
acres  of  land,  but  was  seven  years  in  paying  for  the 
same.  Six  years  later  he  sold  that  place  and  pur- 
chased another  tract  of  wild  land,  which  he  cleared 
and  improved  with  substantial  buildings.  He  made 
his  home  there  from  1850  until  1865,  when  he  came 
to  Susquehanna  county  and  bought  a farm  near 
Dundaff,  for  which  he  paid  $7,000.  Three  years 
later  he  removed  to‘  Lenoxville  and  invested  $7,000 
in  a grist  and  sawmill,  which  he  operated  for  three 
years  and  then  sold  for  $11,000.  His  next  purchase 
was  his  present  farm  in  Clifford  township,  which 
he  has  transformed  into  one  of  the  most  desirable 
places  of  that  locality. 

In  1850  Mr.  Lee  married  Miss  Hannah  C. 
Mills,  of  Carbondale,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  Theo- 
dore Mills.  She  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
seven  years.  Seven  children  were  born  of  that 
union,  namely : Delmore  K.,  a clothing  merchant 

of  Carbondale ; Theodore,  a carpenter  of  Seattle, 
Wash.;  T.  Jefferson,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 


years ; Evaline  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; 
Nettie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years; 
John  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen;  and  San- 
ders L.,  who  died  December  28,  1898,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Lee  married 
Miss  Hulda  Gardner,  a daughter  of  William  R. 
Gardner.  She  died  in  November,  1887,  aged  forty 
years.  There  were  two  children  by  this  union : 
Edwin  N.,  a school  teacher  of  White  Haven,  Penn. ; 
and  Frederick  W.,  a traveling  salesman,  of  Scran- 
ton, Penn.  In  1889  Mr.  Lee  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Sarah  Wedman,  of  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Krotzer) 
Potter,  the  former  a native  of  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  the  latter  of  Abington,  Penn. 
Both  died  in  Moscow,  this  State,  the  father  in  No- 
vember, 1869,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  the 
mother  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  butcher  business  and  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  many  years.  The  children  of 
the  Potter  family  were  Mary  S.,  wife  of  Isaac  Bie- 
secker,  of  Moscow ; George  W.,  a butcher  of  Dun- 
more,  Penn. ; Electa  L.,  wife  of  Reuben  Noark,  of 
Madinsonv'ille,  Penn. ; Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  Lee ; Charles 
W.,  deceased;  Hettie  L.,  wife  of  Hiram  Wilmarth, 
of  Melbourne,  N.  Y. ; William  B.,  a resident  of 
McKean  county,  Penn. ; Ella  F.,  wife  of  Wesley 
Biesecker,  of  Scranton;  Gertrude  M.,  deceased;  and 
Carrie  E.,  wife  of  William  Walters,  a farmer  of 
Madisonville.  Mrs.  Lee’s  paternal  grandfather  was 
John  Potter,  a farmer  and  lifelong  resident  of  Gib- 
son township,  Susquehanna  county.  Her  maternal 
grandparents,  David  and  Elizabeth  Krotzer,  also 
made  their  home  in  this  State.  Mrs.  Lee  first  mar- 
ried Calvin  Wedman,  of  Providence,  Penn.,  a son 
of  Samuel  and  Susannah  (Hornbacher)  Wedman. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  died  near 
Jubilee,  Penn.,  August  13,  1884,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years,  leaving  one  child,  Emma  F.,  who  is  with 
her  mother. 

The  Republican  party  finds  in  Mr.  Lee  a stanch 
supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  takes  an  active 
and  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  has 
been  honored  with  several  local  offices,  having 
served  as  township  supervisor,  school  director, 
poormaster  and  tax  collector  in  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty. Fie  also  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
in  that  county  for  three  years,  resigning  that  posi- 
tion on  his  removal  to  Susquehanna  county.  He 
is  numbered  among  the  most  valued  and  useful 
citizens  of  his  community,  and  is  very  popular  in 
business  and  social  circles. 

GEORGE  M.  SMITH,  who  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years  has  been  engaged  by  Dr.  Hurd, 
of  the  Water  Gap  Sanitarium,  near  Stroudsburg, 
Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the  well-known  residents 
of  Smithfield  township,  and  during  his  earlier  years 
he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  here. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a native  of  Smithfield  township, 
born  in  January,  1833,  son  of  Daniel,  and  grand- 
son of  Isaac  Smith,  who  settled  in  Smithfield 
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township  as  early  as  1786.  He  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  here,  dying  on  the  home  which 
he  cleared  out  and  improved  by  his  own  industry, 
for  the  region  was  then  in  its  primitive  condition. 
He  left  four  children:  Jacob,  Charles,  John  and 

Daniel.  Daniel  Smith  married  Sarah  Metzgar, 
daughter  of  Jonas  and  Mary  Metzgar,  and  the 
young  couple  settled  on  Mr.  Metzgar’s  place,  Mr. 
Smith  following  farming  there  until  his  wife's 
death,  some  few  years  after  their  marriage.  She 
left  two  children — Mary  and  George  M.,  who  were 
reared  by  their  maternal  grandparents.  Mary  was 
born  in  1835,  in  Smithfield,  and  received  her  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  the  township ; on 
reaching  womanhood  she  became  the  wife  of 
Michael  Detrick,  of  Smithfield,  and  they  now  reside 
in  Russell  Hill,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn. ; they  had  a 
family  of  seven  children — Marshall,  Sarah  (who  is 
married  and  lives  in  Russell  Hill),  Elmer,  Nannie 
(Mrs.  John  Clark,  of  Pittston,  Penn.),  Ella  (Mrs. 
Reynolds,  of  Wyoming  county),  Judson  (who  is 
married  and  lives  in  Kingston,  Penn.)  and  Otis 
(marrie'd  and  living  in  Pittston). 

George  M.  Smith  passed  his  youth  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  boys,  assisting  on  the  farm  in 
the  summer  and  attending  the  district  schools  in 
the  winter.  He  was  thoroughly  trained  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  which  he  followed  for  the  most 
part  until  his  enlistment,  in  1862,  in  the  service  of 
his  country  during  the  Civil  war.  He  became  a 
member  of  Company  C,  176th  P.  V.  L,  was  sworn 
into  service  at  Philadelphia  and  was  sent  to  Nor- 
folk, Va.,  where  his  actual  army  life  commenced. 
The  command  marched  from  there  to  Beaufort, 
where  they  were  held  as  reserve  by  Gens.  Foster 
and  Hunter,  thence  moving  to  St.  Helena  Island, 
where  Mr.  Smith  was  taken  sick.  He  was  sent 
to  Hilton  Head  hospital,  where,  in  May,  1863,  he 
was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  physical 
disability,  and  he  returned  to  Monroe  county. 

In  1856  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet McEwing,  of  Smithfield,  daughter  of  George 
and  Mary  A.  (Miller)  McEwing,  who  were  natives 
of  New  York  State  and  Northampton  county, 
Penn.,  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McEwing  first 
settled  in  Northampton  county,  finally  removing  to 
Monroe  county  and  locating  in  Smithfield,  near 
Minsi,  where  he  purchased  a farm.  He  was  a 
tanner  by  trade  and  followed  that  calling  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  and  his  wife  both  died 
on  the  home  in  Smithfield,  leaving  six  children,  of 
whom  Jane,  the  eldest,  is  unmarried;  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  John  Hartman,  of  Smithfield ; John  is  mar- 
ried and  lives  at  W ater  Gap,  where  he  is  employed 
as  watchman  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
W estern  road ; Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Smith ; 
Miller  is  a resident  of  Easton,  Penn. ; Savannah  is 
the  wife  of  George  McKinsey,  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  McEwing  were,  in  religious 
connection,  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Shawnee. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  M. 


Smith  remained  at  the  home  of  his  grandparents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Metzgar,  until  after  Jonas  Metzgar's 
death,  in  1861,  and  upon  Mr.  Smith’s  return  from 
the  army  he  took  his  wife  and  two  children  to 
Buttermilk  Falls,  in  Smithfield  township,  where 
he  bought  the  place  known  as  the  Lewis  Williams 
property  and  there  made  a permanent  home.  He 
has  made  general  improvements  about  the  house 
and  grounds,  and  his  home  is  now  one  of  the  neat- 
est and  best-kept  places  in  the  village,  the  owner's 
watchful  care  and  interest  in  its  appearance  being 
apparent  to  all.  As  above  stated,  Mr.  Smith  has 
for  the  past  twenty-five  years  been  in  the  employ  of 
Dr.  Hurd,  of  the  Water  Gap  Sanitarium,  engaged 
in  various  duties  about  that  institution,  which  he 
has  discharged  faithfully  and  capably.  He  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs,  generally, 
especially  anything  pertaining  to  Church  and  Sab- 
bath-school work,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  regarded 
by  all  who  know  them  as  worthy  Christian  citizens, 
deserving  of  the  highest  respect  from  all  with 
whom  they  come  in  contact.  Mr.  Smith  began  life 
without  especially  bright  prospects,  but  he  has  suc- 
ceeded, by  dint  of  industry  and  careful  manage- 
ment, in  accumulating  a comfortable  competence 
and  providing  his  familv  with  a most  comfortable 
home,  his  worthy  wife  taking  her  share  in  the  work 
with  becoming  faithfulness  and  proving  a competent 
helpmeet  to  her  persevering  husband.  They  are  de- 
vout members  of  the  lVi.  E.  Church  of  Minsi,  and 
in  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Smith  is  a stanch 
Republican. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  we  give  a brief  record : Anna  M.  was 
born  in  1857,  receiving  a good  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  in  1883  married  Lewis  Overfield,  of 
Middle  Smithfield,  by  whom  she  has  one  child  liv- 
ing— Margaret  Hope ; they  live  on  a farm  in  Smith- 
field  township.  Edward  Smith,  born  in  i860,  in 
Smithfield,  learned  the  trade  of  painter,  which  he 
now  follows,  living  in  East  Stroudsburg;  he  was 
first  married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Place,  of  Middle  Smith- 
field,  who  died  a few  years  after  marriage,  leaving 
no  children,  ( and  he  subsequently  wedded  Miss 
Amanda  Metz,  of  Middle  Smithfield,  by  whom  he 
has  two  children — Barnard  and  Russell.  Amilla 
Smith  was  born  in  1870,  and  died  at  the  early  age  of 
fifteen  years,  a bright,  promising  girl,  deeply 
mourned  by  her  bereaved  parents  and  many  friends 
in  the  town. 

W.  S.  ROBINSON,  the  well-known  and  pop- 
ular proprietor  of  “Hotel  Clifford,”  at  Clifford  Cor- 
ners, Susquehanna  county,  is  a native  of  that  coun- 
ty, born  at  Lenoxville,  September  11,  1867,  and 
is  a son  of  Daniel  H.  and  Sarah  (Lott)  Robinson, 
who  are  now  living  retired  at  Lenoxville. 

The  family  was  founded  in  America  by  Rev. 
John  Robinson,  who  came  to  this  country  in  the 
Mayflower.  The  paternal  great-great-grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  New 
York  State.  At  an  early  day  the  great-grandparents, 
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Bryant  and  Elizabeth  (Scott)  Robinson,  removed 
from  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  to  Susquehanna 
county,  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, where  the  former  cleared  and  developed  a 
farm.  There  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days, 
and  their  remains  were  interred  upon  the  farm. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Daniel  and  Clarissa  (Sweet)  Robinson,  the  former 
a native  of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
the  latter  of  Nicholson,  Penn.  The  grandfather  was 
a farmer  and  also  an  inventor,  having  patented  a 
self-acting  brake  for  wagons,  sleighs,  water  wheels, 
etc.  He  held  several  township  offices.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  died  on  the  farm  where  the  father  of  our 
subject  now  resides,  the  former  in  January,  1878, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  the  latter  in  1884,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six,  and  they  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Clifford  cemetery.  Religiously  they  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Universalist  Church.  Their  children 
were  Elias,  who  died  in  infancy ; Elmira,  deceased 
Avife  of  Isaac  M.  Doud ; Daniel  S.,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject; Mary  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Eli  Decker;  John,  a 
farmer  of  Lenox  township;  William  B.,  deceased; 
James,  a resident  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Ambrose  I., 
a farmer  of  Lenox  township ; Margaret,  wife  of  A. 
P.  Doud,  a farmer  of  the  same  township ; and  Em- 
ory, an  attorney  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Pennsylvania. 

Daniel  S.  Robinson  was  born  on  his  present 
farm  at  Lenoxville,  February  3,  1828,  and  through- 
out his  active  business  life  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  was  married,  at  Carbondale,  Penn., 
September  1,  1863,  to  Miss  Sarah  Lott,  and  to 
them  were  born  four  children,  namely : Daniel  J., 

clerk  in  the  Anthracite  Hotel  at  Carbondale ; W. 
S.,  our  subject ; George  E.,  who  conducts  a boarding 
house  at  Dundaff,  Penn. ; and  Leona  M.,  who  died 
young.  The  wife  and  mother  was  born  in  Clifford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  February  17,  1840, 
and  is  a daughter  of  Solomon  and  Phoebe  A.  (Brun- 
dage)  Lott,  the  former  a native  of  Orange  county, 
N.  J.,  the  latter  of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.  Solomon  Lott,  who  was  a carpenter 
and  farmer  by  occupation,  came  to  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  and  died  in  Harford  township,  in  1878,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  His  wife  departed  this 
life  in  August,  1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children : Ange- 

line,  widow  of  L.  Elsworth  and  a resident  of  Har- 
ford township ; Catherine,  widow  of  George  Miller, 
and  a resident  of  Lenox  township ; Sarah,  mother 
of  our  subject;  Collins,  a carpenter  of  Forest  City, 
Penn. ; Sherman,  a farmer  of  Harford  township ; 
Jerome,  a carpenter  of  Franklin  township;  Mary, 
wife  of  D.  P.  Little,  of  Brooklyn  township ; Mar- 
tha, deceased  wife  of  Haven  Lewis ; Alice,  wife  of 
Ernest  Elsworth,  of  Harford  township ; Irban,  a 
merchant  of  Harford  township ; and  Melvin,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  parents  of  Solomon  Lott  were 
Ichabod  and  Sarah  A.  (Roberts)  Lott. 

W.  S.  Robinson  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  the  battle  of 


life  for  himself,  working  for  two  years  in  the  lum- 
ber woods.  For  a few  months  he  was  interested  in 
the  meat  business  at  Foster,  Penn.,  and  then  returned 
home,  where  he  worked  at  different  occupations  until 
1888,  when  he  purchased  the  stage  route  between 
Nicholson  and  Carbondale,  which  he  conducted  for 
four  years.  While  thus  employed  he  made  his  home 
with  his  parents  in  Lenox  township,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1889  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace, 
which  office  he  resigned  on  disposing  of  the  stage 
line,  in  1892.  He  then  went  to  Stull,  Wyoming  Co., 
Penn.,  where  for  thirteen  months  he  conducted  the 
“Mountain  House,”  operated  a farm  and  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  and  on  disposing  of  his  inter- 
ests there  he  returned  to  Lenoxville.  On  April  1, 
1896,  he  purchased  “Hotel  Clifford”  of  F.  W.  Ten- 
nant, and  has  since  conducted  the  same  with  marked 
success.  It  is  a pleasant,  twenty-three-room  house, 
conveniently  located,  being  eight  miles  from  Car- 
bondale, twelve  from  Nicholson,  twenty-two  from 
Montrose,  and  eight  from  Forest  City.  It  is  a 
popular  resort,  and  well  filled  during  the  summer 
months.  Mr.  Robinson  is  a genial,  pleasant  gentle- 
man who  makes  friends  readily,  and  is  widely  and 
favorably  known.  Socially  he  is  a Master  Mason, 
a member  of  the  Lodge  at  Carbondale,  and  politically 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  Lie  was 
married  at  Fleetville,  Penn.,  in  1892,  to  Miss  Lizzie 
E.  Van  Fleet,  a native  of  that  place,  and  a daughter 
of  George  N.  and  Lavina  Van  Fleet. 

H.  L.  BRADLEY  is  a wide-awake  and  ener- 
getic business  man  of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  has  for  a quarter  of  a century 
successfully  carried  on  operations  as  a contractor 
and  builder,  having  erected  the  greater  part  of  the 
buildings  in  that  place. 

Mr.  Bradley  was  born  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  in  1843,  a son  of  H.  H. 
and  Mary  K.  (Hendrick)  Bradley.  The  father  is 
a native  of  Cheshire,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  and  is 
a son  of  Asa  Bradley,  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of 
New  Milford  township,  having  driven  across  the  coun- 
try with  an  ox-team  from  Connecticut  and  located 
in  this  region  when  the  country  was  all  wild  and  cov- 
ered with  a dense  forest.  Here  he  opened  up  a farm, 
but  later  returned  to  Connecticut,  where  he  and  his 
wife  both  died.  H.  LI.  Bradley  was  a young  man 
of  about  twenty-two  years  when  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  New  Milford  township  on  the  200-acre 
tract  which  his  father  had  secured,  and  to  the  fur- 
ther improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  place  he 
devoted  his  energies  throughout  his  active  business 
life,  but  is  now  living  retired  in  the  village  of  New 
Milford.  He  is  one  of  the  well-known  and  honored 
citizens  of  the  community,  and  in  politics  was  orig- 
inally a Whig,  now  a Republican.  In  New  Milford 
township  he  wedded  Mary  Hendrick,  also  a native 
of  Connecticut,  and  a daughter  of  John  Sheldon 
and  Dorothea  Hendrick,  who  were  born  in  that  State 
and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  day, 
spending  their  last  years  upon  a farm  which  they 
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improved  in  New  Milford  township.  Mrs  Bradley 
died  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  and  of  her  four  chil- 
dren William,  who  was  born  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship died  in  Connecticut  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years;  and  Margaret  died  some  years  ago.  those 
living  are  H.  L.,  our  subject;  and  M.  O.,  a resident 

of  New  Milford  borough. 

H.  L.  Bradley  was  reared  and  educated  in  JNew 
Milford  township,  and  continued  to  assist  m the 
labors  of  the  home  farm  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, when  he  came  to  the  village  of  Milford  and 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  to  which  he  has  since 
given  his  time  and  attention.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
live  he  began  contracting  on  his  own  account,  and 
has  prospered  in  his  undertakings. 

In  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county,  in 
187s,  Mr.  Bradley  was  married  to  Miss  Cynthia 
E.  Smith,  a native  of  that  township,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Martin  and  Eliza  (Cole)  Smith,  who  were 
also  born  there,  as  was  also  the  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, Rufus  Smith.  The  last  named  was  a descend- 
ant of  one  of  a family  of  seven  brothers  who  set- 
tled in  Franklin  township  in  1 797 » anc^  an  act“ 
ive  and  prominent  part  in  its  development  and  pros- 
perity. Mrs.  Bradley  died  in  New  Milford,  No- 
vember 4,  1896,  leaving  one  child,  Corliss  E.  Mr. 
Bradley  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Milford, 
in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  elder. 

GEORGE  T.  CORWIN.  The  world  bestows 
an  involuntary  tribute  of  respect  upon  a self-made 
man,  showing  that  underneath  the  appreciation  of 
wealth  there  lies  the  perception  of  the  worth  of  the 
character  which  has  been  able  to  battle  successfully 
with  adverse  circumstances.  The  subject  of  this 
biography,  a prominent  agriculturist  of  New  Mil- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county,  has  made  his 
own  way  to  success,  and  his  life  furnishes  a hopeful 
object  lesson  in  perseverance  and  industry. 

Mr.  Corwin  was  born  in  New  Milford  township, 
November  25,  1845,  and  comes  of  good  pioneer  an- 
cestry, his  grandparents,  Silas  and  (Little) 

Corwin,  having  settled  in  that  locality  at  an  early 
day.  William  Corwin,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county  during  boyhood  with  his  parents,  re- 
maining in  New  Milford  township  until  1851,  when 
he  went  to  Scranton  to  work  in  the  shops  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad.  He 
was  also  engaged  in  the  coal  business  for  a time, 
but  in  1855  he  removed  to  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  followed  farming 
and  carpentering.  His  wife,  Caroline  (Sutliff), 
a native  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, died  in  i860,  and  his  own  death  occurred  in  1873. 
They  had  the  following  children : Gilbert  and 

Adelbert,  both  of  whom  met  death  while  serving  in 
the  Union  army;  George  T.,  our  subject;  David, 
who  died  in  childhood ; ' M.  Ellen,  who  married 
Eugene  Leslie,  and  died  at  Montrose,  Penn. ; and 


Libbie,  who  died  in  New  Milford  township  at  the 
age  of  fourteen. 

As  a boy  our  subject  was  trained  to  habits 
of  industry,  and  at  nine  years  of  age  he  began  work- 
ing for  farmers.  At  thirty-two  he  married,  and 
soon  afterward  purchased  a farm  in  Benton  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  he  remained  one 
year.  On  selling  that  property  he  rented  a farm 
in  New  Milford  township  belonging  to  Dr.  D.  C. 
Ainey,  and  six  years  later  he  bought  his  present 
homestead.  As  time  passed  he  invested  in  another 
farm  in  that  township  across  the  road  from  the 
homestead,  then  occupied  by  his  father-in-law,  and 
he  still  owns  both  places.  For  some  years  he  has 
been  extensively  engaged  in  threshing  during  the 
season.  Mr.  Corwin  is  a man  who  does  his  own 
thinking,  and  politically  he  is  an  Independent.  So- 
cially he  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed,  and  he 
is  a leading  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  New  Milford. 

On  February  1,  1877,  Mr.  Corwin  was  mar- 
ried, at  Montrose,  to  Miss  Ida  Ely,  who  was  born 
January  14,  1858,  in  Lemon  township,  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.  In  the  paternal  line  she  is  descended 
from  New  England  stock,  and  her  grandparents, 
Erastus  and  Hannah  (Powers)  Ely,  were  both  na- 
tives of  Connecticut,  but  made  their  home  in  later 
years  on  a farm  in  Wyoming  county.  Her  father, 
Gabriel  T.  Ely,  was  born  in  the  latter  section  in 
1831,  and  removed  in  1867  to  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  locating  upon  a home- 
stead mentioned  above ; since  1894,  however,  he 
has  resided  in  Franklin  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Aldrich,  was  born  in  1837,  in  Springville  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  a daughter  of  Gaylor  and 
Caroline  Aldrich.  Both  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  they 
united  many  years  ago.  Of  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren, Mrs.  Corwin  is  the  eldest ; Gilbert  is  a farmer 
in  New  Milford  township ; Mary  married  Perry 
Harding,  a farmer  in  the  same  neighborhood ; Chris- 
tie died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ; Charles  is  a stone 
mason  at  Tingley,  Susquehanna  county;  and  Mu- 
zette  married*  Edward  Shaw,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  a 
railway  conductor. 

JAMES  K.  JACKSON.  With  the  stern  real- 
ities of  life  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a highly- 
respected  citizen  of  Great  Bend  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  has  had  an  intimate  acquaintance. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  was  bereft  of  the 
care  of  a father,  who  fell  in  battle  before  Peters- 
burg in  1864,  leaving  a widow  and  nine  children. 
The  management  of  the  farm  fell  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  James  K.,  which  for  years  he  successfully 
conducted  until  his  brothers  and  sisters  grew  to 
adult  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  October,  1847,  in 
Great  Bend  township,  the  son  of  James  and  Nancy 
(Wharton)  Jackson.  Both  parents  were  natives  of 
Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  they  were  reared 
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and  married,  and  whence  in  1842  they  removed 
to  a pioneer  home  in  Great  Bend  township.  Susque- 
hanna county.  The  father  had  purchased  a large 
tract  of  wild  land  and  erected  a log  cabin,  in  which 
the  family  began  their  residence  in  Susquehanna 
county.  The  father  worked  steadily  at  the  forest  un- 
til he  had  cleared  quite  a farm.  Some  years  later  he 
removed  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  Susquehanna  riv- 
erer,  where  he  erected  a good,  substantial  home  and 
made  other  improvements  and  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  enlistment  in  the  50th  P.  V.  1.  He  fell 
in  battle  in  front  of  Petersburg  and  died  June  18, 
1864,  from  the  wounds  there  received.  His  be- 
reaved widow  remained  on  the  home  farm,  where 
she  reared  her  young  family  to  become  worthy  and 
respected  members  of  society.  She  died  in  1889. 
The  nine  children  of  the  family  were  as  follows : 
(1)  Elizabeth,  born  in  1840,  is  unmarried  and 
resides  at  Great  Bend.  (2)  John,  born  in  1843, 
married  Maria  Brewster,  a native  of  Susquehanna 
county,  and  they  settled  at  Red  Rock,  where  he 
became  foreman  of  the  Clark  Tannery  Co.,  and 
where  he  died.  His  five  children  were — -Dewitt, 
Arthur,  Flora  (deceased),  Laura  (deceased)  and 
Charles,  a resident  of  Binghamton.  (3)  Mary 
J.,  born  in  1845,  married  Isaac  June,  an  oil  operator. 
They  have  a large  family,  and  reside  in  Michigan. 
(4)  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Theo.  Musick,  of  Great 
Bend.  (5)  James  K.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
(6)  Josephine,  born  in  1848,  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Snow,  of  Binghamton,  and  has  two  children — 
George  and  Alfred.  (7)  Juliette,  born  in  1851, 
died  in  i860.  (8)  Louise,  born  in  1853,  was  edu- 

cated in  the  higher  schools  of  Great  Bend,  and  mar- 
ried Charles  Hazzard,  of  Broome  county.  They 
now  reside  at  Cooperst'own,  N.  Y.,  where  he  fol- 
lows lumbering,  and  they  have  five  children — Mary, 
Maud,  Charles,  Ruth,  and  one  whose  name  is  not 
given.  (9)  Arabell,  born  in  1856,  is  the  wife  of 
William  Preston,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
five  children — James,  Lewis,  Harrison,  Mary  and 
Dolly. 

James  K.  Jackson  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm  in  Great  Bend  township.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  he 
assumed  the  management  of  the  farm,  where  he 
remained  in  charge,  taking  care  of  the  younger  chil- 
dren until  they  were  grown  and  had  homes  of  their 
own. 

In  1879  onr  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Ida 
E.  Shaw,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Nancy  (Sterns) 
Shaw,  one  of  the  prominent  old  families  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  Samuel  Shaw  was  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, where  he  was  born  in  1819.  He  is  yet 
living  (at  this  writing),  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  His  wife,  Nancy,  was  born  in  Alden- 
ville,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1826,  and  died  in  Great 
Bend.  They  had  a family  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  Ida  E.  (Mrs.  Jackson)  received  a good  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Great  Bend  township.  To 
our  subject  and  wife  have  come  three  children, 
namely:  Bertha,  born  in  1881,  in  Great  Bend  town- 


ship, is  a student  at  the  Hallstead  High  School ; 
Grace,  born  in  December,  1883,  in  Cattaraugus 
county,  N.  Y.,  is  a student  of  the  home  schools ; 
and  James  K.,  born  in  October,  1889,  in  Great 
Bend  township,  is  also  a student  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Great  Bend  township,  where  he  yet  remains. 
He  has  there  followed  farming  continuously,  ex- 
cept for  several  years  when  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.  In  politics  he 
is  an  advocate  of  Prohibition  principles  and  a sup- 
porter of  that  party.  He  is  a member  of  the  Royal 
Good  Templars  of  Binghamton,  and  himself  and 
wife  are  active  workers  in  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Hallstead.  He  is  an  enterprising  farmer  and  stock- 
man  and  public-spirited  citizen,  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  county  and  supports  all 
worthy  public  causes. 

EDWARD  SCOTT  LOOMIS,  a prosperous 
farmer  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  the  descendant  of  an  early  settler.  Polly  and 
Porter  Loomis,  his  paternal  grandparents,  migrat- 
ed in  1818  from  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  settled  in  Spring- 
ville  township  near  where  an  uncle,  Porter  Loomis, 
had  settled  two  years  earlier.  To  Porter  and  Polly 
Loomis  were  born  the  following  children:  Jasper; 
Charles;  Porter;  Samuel,  father  of  our  subject; 
Hannah,  who-  married  Sidney  Warner;  and  Farlie, 
who  married  Moses  Overfield. 

Samuel  Loomis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Lowell,  Mass.  He  married,  at  Selins- 
grove,  Penn.,  April  18,  1835,  Amelia  Lambert,  a 
native  of  Snyder  county,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Cas- 
per and  Amelia  Lambert,  of  that  county,  where  her 
father  was  a merchant.  In  1837  Samuel  Loomis 
settled  in  Springville  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
He  was  a contractor  on  the  old  Pennsylvania  canal 
for  twenty  years.  He  built  the  canal  and  dam  at 
Mehoopany,  Penn.  He  also  engaged  in  farming, 
and  through  life  practiced  veterinary  surgery  in 
connection  with  his  other  business.  He  died  at  the 
hotel  at  Springville,  April  9,  1868,  aged  sixty-eight 
years.  His  wife  died  December  26,  1887,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years.  The  children  of  Samuel  and  Amelia 
Loomis  were  as  follows : Casper,  born  September 

23,  1839,  died  young;  Horatio  U.,  born  November 
9,  1841,  was  a railroad  engineer  and  was  killed  on 
his  engine  in  1869;  P.  W.,  of  Montrose,  was  born  in 
1843:  Edward  S.,  our  subject,  born  May  26,  18464 
Geraldine,  born  July  11,  1848,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years;  Charles  M.,  born  September 
20,  1850,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years ; Dora 
S.,  born  April  11,  1853,  widow  of  William  Beards- 
ley, of  New  York;  Miriam  C.,  who  married  Lewis 
Tiffany,  and  is  now  deceased. 

Edward  S.  Loomis  remained  with  his  parents 
on  the  home  farm  until  February  1,  1864,  when,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  enlisted  at  Scranton 
in  Company  C,  6th  P.  V.  C.,  under  Capt.  Isaac  Mof- 
fatt,  of  Hagerstown,  hid.  He  saw  active  service  at 
once  in  the  Virginia  campaign.  He  was  at  Lou- 
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den’s  Valley,  Two  Forks  and  other  engagements, 
and  assisted"  in  driving  Lee  from  Richmond,  follow- 
ing him  to  Matamoras  Court  House.  Mr.  Loomis 
was  wounded  three  times — at  Pleasant  Valley,  Md., 
he  was  wounded  in  the  head  and  confined  to  the  hos- 
pital for  one  month;  at  Cedar  Creek,  April  7,  1865, 
he  was  wounded  in  the  right  rip,  part  of  a bursting 
shell  piercing  his  groin,  and  he  had  a middle  finger 
broken  by  a saber  stroke;  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  he  was 
permanently  injured,  his  horse  throwing  and  fall- 
ing on  him.  Lie  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville, 
Ivy.,  and  discharged  at  Harrisburg,  August  31,  1865. 

Returning  home,  the  crippled  young  soldier  sold 
patent  rights  for  a year,  and  was  then  with  his 
father  in  the  hotel  at  Springville  three  years.  He 
then  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  which  he  oper- 
ated in  connection  with  a stone  quarry  for  four  years. 
Later  he  purchased  a farm  in  Springville  township 
which  he  occupied  for  eleven  years.  Selling  this 
place  he  rented  a property  for  eight  years,  and  in 
1892  purchased  the  farm  of  sixty-eight  acres  which 
he  now  occupies.  Mr.  Loomis  has  been  supervisor 
for  four  years,  and  is  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
He  was  married,  August  18,  1870,  at  Tunkhannock, 
Penn.,  to  Sarah  C.  Lott,  a native  of  Auburn  town- 
ship, daughter  of  Milton  and  Anna  M.  (Cool) 
Lott.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  two 
children — Jesse  W.  and  Blanche  E. 

JOHN  RLTPPERT.  It  is  said  that  biogra- 
phy yields  to  no  other  subject  in  point  of  interest 
and  profit,  ana  it  is  especially  interesting  to  note 
the  progress  that  has  been  made  along  various  lines 
of  business  by  those  of  foreign  birth  who  have 
sought  homes  in  America — the  readiness  with  which 
they  adapt  themselves  to  the  different  methods  and 
customs  of  this  land,  recognize  the  advantages  of- 
fered, and  utilize  the  opportunities  which  the  New 
World  affords.  Among  this  class  is  Mr.  Ruppert, 
an  enterprising  shoe  merchant  of  Waymart,  Wavne 
county. 

Mr.  Ruppert  was  born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  No- 
vember 25,  1838,  a son  of  Werner  and  Katherine 
(Schultz)  Ruppert,  who  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  the  Fatherland,  where  the  father  worked  at  the 
stone  mason  s trade.  Both  were  consistent  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Besides  our  subject, 
there  were  two  dau°-hters  in  the  family:  Martha 

and  Katherine,  both  of  whom  remained  in  Germany. 

John  Ruppert  was  reared  and  learned  the  stone 
mason's  trade  in  his  native  land.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  after  a long  and  tedious  voyage 
of  fifty-eight  days,  landed  in  New  York,  whence, 
three  days  later,  he  proceeded  to  Allenville,  N.  Y.’ 
There  he  engaged  in  peeling  bark  during  the  sum- 
mer, in  the  fall  worked  for  a glass  company,  during 
the  winter  worked  for  his  board  for  a farmer,  and 
the  following  spring  was  again  employed  in  peeling 
bark  for  three  months.  Subsequently  he  made  sew 
eral  trips  on  the  canal,  and  spent  some  time  in  try- 
ing to  obtain  work  in  a tannery,  or  at  any  employ- 


ment by  which  he  could  earn  a livelihood.  Coming 
to  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  he  at  length  se- 
cured a position  with  Richard  Henwood,  with 
whom  he  worked  at  the  butcher  trade  for  his  board 
and  clothes  during  the  winter.  In  addition  he  was 
given  $100  the  following  year,  and  $120  the  next 
year.  The  following  year  he  was  employed  in  the 
"freight  house  at  Honesdale. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Ruppert,  on  January 
26,  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  C,  112th  P.  V.  I.,  un- 
der Capt.  Joseph  Loben.  He  participated  in  many 
hotly-contested  engagements  including  the  battles 
of  the  Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburg, 
and  on  July  4,  1864,  took  part  in  the  capture  of  Fort 
Harrison,  aiding  in  its  destruction.  After  Lee’s  sur- 
render he  served  as  provost  marshal,  or  assistant 
superintendent  of  Freedmanboro,  for  six  months. 
For  bravery  and  meritorious  conduct  on  the 
field  of  battle  Mr.  Ruppert  was  six  times  promoted 
in  one  year,  being  made  corporal  in  January,  1864, 
and  later  orderly  sergeant,  second  lieutenant  and 
first  lieutenant.  He  escaped  being  wounded,  and  on 
January  28,  1866,  was  honorably  discharged,  return- 
ing home  with  a war  record  of  which  he  may  be 
justly  proud. 

"Locating  at  Honesdale,  Mr.  Ruppert  purchased 
a boat  which  he  ran  on  the  canal  for  one  season  be- 
tween that  place  and  New  York,  and  then  removed  to 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  a team  and 
wagon  and  engaged  in  the  transfer  business  for 
ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  bought  a 
farm  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county, 
which  he  still  owns,  and  which  he  successfully  oper- 
ated for  two  years.  Since  then  he  has  made  his 
home  in  Waymart,  and  has  successfully  been  en- 
gaged in  the  shoe  business. 

On  April  8,  i860,  at  Honesdale,  Mr.  Ruppert 
was  married  to  Miss  Martha  E.  Kauhlos,  Rev. 
Bower  officiating,  and  to  them  were  born  four  chil- 
dren : Frederick,  who  married  Mamie  Kinworthy, 

and  has  two  children — Ruth  and  Harriet,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  the  confectionery  business  in  Plones- 
dale ; Charles,  a resident  of  Arizona,  served  three 
years  in  the  regular  army  and  April  29,  1898,  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  1st  U.  S.  V.,  known  as  Roose- 
velt's Rough  Riders ; Carrie  E.,  wife  of  N.  E, 
Walker,  a carpenter  of  Bradford,  Penn. ; and  Mar- 
tha E.,  who-  is  with  her  parents. 

Mrs.  Ruppert  is  also  a native  of  Hesse,  Ger- 
many, born  May  22,  1842,  a daughter  of  Christopher 
and  Anna  (Hilderbrant)  Kauhlos,  whose  other  chil- 
dren are : Caroline,  wife  of  Daniel  Peil,  a retired 

machinist  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  Frederick,  a farmer 
and  blacksmith  of  Wayne  county;  and  John,  who  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead  in  Berlin  township, 
Wayne  county.  In  1850  the  father  crossed  the  At- 
lantic and  first  took  up  his  residence  in  Honesdale, 
where  he  worked  at  the  blacksmith’s  trade  for  two 
years.  He  then  removed  to  Berlin  township,  where 
he  continued  to  follow  that  occupation  in  connec- 
tion with  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  LTpon  the  old  homestead  his  widow  still  re- 
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sides.  Both  were  consistent  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  he  was  a stalwart  Democrat 
in  politics. 

Socially  Mr.  Ruppert  was  formerly  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Scranton,  and  is  now  con- 
nected with  the  G.  A.  R.  of  Waymart.  The  Repub- 
lican party  always  finds  in  him  an  earnest  advocate 
of  its  principles,  and  he  has  most  acceptably  served 
his  fellow  citizens  as  town  treasurer,  tax  collector 
and  school  director.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a Pres- 
byterian, takes  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Church,  and  is  now  filling  the  office  of  trustee.  The 
success  of  his  life  is  due  to  no  inherited  fortune, 
or  to  any  happy  succession  of  advantageous  circum- 
stances, but  to  his  own  sturdy  will,  steady  applica- 
tion, tireless  industry,  and  sterling  integrity. 

GEORGE  AMMERMAN.  The  deserved  re- 
ward of  a well-spent  life  is  an  honored  retirement 
from  business,  in  which  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  for- 
mer toil.  To-day,  after  a successful  and  beneficial 
career,  Mr.  Ammerman  is  quietly  living  at  his  pleas- 
ant home  in  Hawley,  Wayne  county.  He  was  born 
in  that  place,  September  29,  1837,  a son  of  Edward 
and  Elizabeth  (Young)  Ammerman,  natives  of 
Monroe  and  Wayne  counties,  Penn.,  respectively. 
They  became  acquainted  and  were  married  in  the 
latter  county,  and  about  1830  located  in  Hawley. 
In  early  life  the  father  was  employed  as  a sawyer 
and  farmer,  but  later  served  as  watchman  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  He  was  a man  of  promi- 
nence in  his  community,  and  held  several  local  of- 
fices in  Palmyra  township,  Wayne  county.  He  died 
in  1879,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  his  wife  in  Novem- 
ber, 1891,  aged  eighty  years,  and  although  the  lat- 
ter passed  away  in  Dunmore,  Penn.,  both  were 
buried  at  Hawley.  They  held  membership  in  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  the  mother  took  an  active  part 
in  its  work. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the 
following  children : Lura,  widow  of  Daniel  Lilly, 

of  Wausau,  Wis. ; Eliza,  wife  of  Mathias  Cole,  a 
retired  farmer  of  Palmyra  township ; George,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  John,  a railroad  engineer  of 
Carbondale,  Penn. ; Catherine,  deceased  wife  of  A. 
S.  Millham,  of  Hawley ; Mary,  deceased  wife  of 
Daniel  Bingham,  an  insurance  agent  of  Hawley; 
William  and  Charles  (twins),  the  former  a furni- 
ture dealer,  the  latter  an  insurance  agent  of  Haw- 
ley ; and  Helen,  wife  of  A.  R.  Snyder,  a conductor 
on  the  E.  & W.  V.  railroad,  and  a resident  of  Dun- 
more,  Pennsylvania. 

In  1844  George  Ammerman  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  White  Mills,  Wayne  county,  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war, 
while  he  was  employed  for  some  time  as  a sawyer. 
In  July,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company 
C,  6th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  under  Capt.  John 
S.  Wright,  and  was  in  many  hotly-contested  en- 
gagements, including  the  following:  Drainsville, 

Fredericksburg,  Bristol  Station,  South  Mountain, 
Gettysburg,  Antietam,  the  Wilderness  and  Mine 
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Run.  During  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  a minie 
ball  struck  his  left  knee  cap,  which  necessitated  the 
amputation  of  the  limb,  the  operation  being  per- 
formed in  the  field  hospital.  He  was  later  trans- 
ferred to  an  old  tobacco  warehouse  in  Fredericks- 
burg, from  there  to  a private  residence,  subse- 
quently was  sent  to  Washington,  and  finally  reached 
Chester  Hospital  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained 
until  honorably  discharged  from  the  service,  July 
30,  1865,  with  the  rank  of  corporal.  He  also  served 
some  three  months  in  Battery  A,  5th  U.  S.  Artil- 
lery, on  detached  service. 

The  winter  after  his  return  home  Mr.  Ammer- 
man attended  the  commercial  college  at  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y.,  and  after  his  graduation  located  in  Haw- 
ley, where  he  studied  telegraphy  for  three  months. 
He  then  accepted  a position  as  clerk  in  the  post- 
office  under  M.  K.  Bishop,  and  after  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  two  years  and  a half  he  was  appointed 
postmaster,  a position  he  most  acceptably  filled  until 
October  6,  1888.  In  May  of  the  following  year  he 
was  re-appointed  and  continued  to  serve  as  post- 
master until  May,  1893 — in  all  twenty-seven  years. 
He  was  prompt  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties,  was  painstaking  and  obliging,  and 
was  certainly  one  of  the  most  popular  postmasters 
of  Wayne  county.  After  his  retirement  from  office 
he  purchased  a small  farm  in  Texas  township,  near 
Seelyville,  but  September  I,  1897,  he  returned  to 
Hawley,  where  he  now  makes  his  home.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  of  whose  prin- 
ciples he  is  an  earnest  advocate.  His  long  residence 
in  Hawley  has  numbered  him  among  its  valued  cit- 
izens who  have  been  devoted  to  the  public  welfare. 
He  has  manifested  the  same  loyalty  in  days  of  peace 
as  in  days  of  war,  and  all  who  know  him  have  for 
him  the  highest  regard. 

In  Hawley,  December  20,  1871,  Mr.  Ammerman 
was  married,  by  Rev.  N.  S.  Reynolds,  to  Miss  Jane 
Ann  Snyder,  and  to  tnem  were  born  three  chil- 
dren : Cora,  at  home ; Roy,  who  is  in  Carbondale 

with  the  hardware  and  novelty  firm  of  Maldfeld, 
Purdy  & Co. ; and  Carl,  at  home.  The  wife  and 
mother  was  born  in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  August  11, 
1847,  and  died  October  24,  1897,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  her. 

Abraham  Snyder  (Mrs.  Ammerman’s  father) 
was  born  in  Greenfield,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  De- 
cember 20,  1819,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Knei- 
ford)  Snyder,  natives  of  New  York,  who  died  in 
Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  his  father  engaged  in 
farming.  In  1848  Abraham  Snyder  removed  to 
Hawley,  where  he  first  worked  at  the  cabinet  mak- 
er’s trade,  and  later  served  as  superintendent  in  the 
Pennsylvania  car  shops.  Here  he  died  September 
5,  1863,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Hawley  cem- 
etery. He  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his 
community,  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and  was 
a faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  married  in  Carbondale,  Penn., 
September  14,  1842,  to  Miss  Jane  A.  Womelsdorf, 


1 682 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


who  was  born  in  Reading,  Penn.,  December  25,  1820, 
a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Fryer)  Womels- 
dorf.  Her  father,  who  was  an  iron  forger,  died  at 
Nanticoke,  Penn.  To  Abraham  and  Jane  A.  Sny- 
der were  born  the  following  children:  Frances  E., 

born  May  22,  1843,  is  the  wife  of  Dighton  Daniels, 
a clerk  for  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.  in  Hawley ; Emma 
R.,  born  May  5,  1845,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  K.  Dodd, 
a carpenter  and  builder;  Jane  A.  was  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  Abraham  R.,  born  February  19,  1851, 
is  a railroad  conductor  living  in  Dunmore,  Penn. ; 
Helen,  born  February  4,  1853,  is  the  wife  of  W. 
A.  Gregg,  a merchant  of  Hawley;  Myron  T.,  born 
August  2,  1855,  is  a druggist  of  Hawley;  Samuel 
W.,  born  December  25,  1857,  died  July  3>  J863; 
and  Mary  E.,  born  October  18,  1861,  lives  with  her 
mother  in  Hawley. 

JOSHUA  W.  CORWIN,  a well-known  con- 
ductor on  the  Erie  railroad  residing  at  Matamoras, 
Pike  county,  is  a native  of  New  York  State,  born 
near  Middletown,  at  W allkill.  May  6,  1849,  and  is 
a worthy  representative  of  an  old  and  highly-re- 
spected family  of  Orang'e  county.  The  grandfa- 
ther, Joshua  Corwin,  was  born  at  Otisville,  Orange 
county,  and  for  many  years  engaged  in  farming 
and  lumbering  in  Pike  county,  Penn.  He  died  in 
February,  1874,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  a Miss 
Mapes,  and  his  second  a Miss  Smith. 

A.  Corwin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
of  the  second  union,  at  or  near  Otisville,  Orange 
county,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
was  shot  through  the  body.  Though  he  lived  some 
ten  or  twelve  years  after  his  discharge,  he  died  from 
the  effects  of  his  wound.  After  the  war  closed  he 
traveled  extensively  through  the  AVest,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Cogdale,  also  a native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  sons : Sylves- 
ter S.,  who  served  for  twenty-five  years  in  the  reg- 
ular army,  and  died  in  Orange  county,  in  June, 
1897;  Joshua  W.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Theodore  R., 
also  an  employe  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  who  mar- 
ried Clara  Kerkendaugh  (now  deceased),  and  re- 
sides in  Port  Jervis,  New  York. 

When  a mere  child  Joshua  W.  Corwin  had  to 
provide  for  himself,  and  this  he  managed  to  do  by 
assisting  the  neighboring  farmers.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  he  learned  the  painter's  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  about  seven  years,  and  in  June,  1874, 
secured  employment  with  the  Erie  Railroad  Co., 
with  which  he  has  since  been  connected,  his  serv- 
ices having  proved  eminently  satisfactory  in  every 
respect.  I11  due  time  he  was  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  conductor,  which  he  has  now  filled  for 
eighteen  years.  He  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors,  and  for  twenty-one 
years  was  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
"Odd  Fellows,  while  politically  he  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party. 


At  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  May  7,  1873,  Mr.  Cor- 
win was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rose  A.  Hill, 
a daughter  of  John  W.  and  Mary  (Conklin)  Hill, 
the  former  a native  of  Rockland  county,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Corwin  was  born  in  that  county,  in  February,  1856, 
and  died  at  Matamoras,  Penn.,  October  24,  1889. 

Five  children  blessed  this  union : William  ).,  born 

in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  February  13,  1874,  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years;  Ida  May,  born  in  Port  Jervis,  I]  J 
February  17,  1878,  is  living  in  Westfall  township, 

Pike  Co.,  Penn. ; and  Roy  C.,  born  May  7,  1880, 

Floyd  A.,  born  January  21,  1886,  and  Frank  Leon, 
born  March  14,  1888,  are  all  at  home. 

1 ^ 

PIORATIO  FRANKLIN  NICHOLSON,  the 
genial  and  popular  landlord  of  the  hotel  at  Hamlin-  3 s 
ton,  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  has 
dispensed  a generous  hospitality  for  years,  is  the  I 
representative  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines 
of  an  ancestry  for  a hundred  years  identified  with  the 
growth  and  development  of  Wayne  county. 

Francis  Nicholson,  his  great-grandfather,  of 
Glastonbury,  Conn.,  a patriot  of  the  Revolution, 
in  February,  1800,  moved  to  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  settling  one  mile  west  of  Salem,  Conn.,  on  1 1 
the  east  and  west  road.  He  had  married  Rachel  ;!  1 

Loveland,  and  to  them  came  the  following  chil- 
dren: Edmund  married  a daughter  of  Josiah  Cur- 
tis, and  lived  near  Hamilton  ; Jonathan  L. ; Mynis ; 

Polly ; Cleora ; Zenas  is  referred  to  farther  on ; and 
Ambrose  married  Minerva  Fish,  and  for  many 
years  resided  on  the  homestead.  t 

Zenas  Nicholson,  grandfather  of  Horatio F.,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Salem  township,  and 
was  there  reared.  He  became  by  trade  and  occu- 
pation a carpenter  and  millwright.  In  1830  he  left 
the  farm  and  went  to  Hamlinton.  He  was  twice 
married,  marrying  two  sisters ; his  first  wife  was 
Mary  Goodricli,  and  their  only  child  was  Horatio  I < 
W.,  who  became  a lawyer  and  practiced  at  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.  By  his  second  marriage,  this  time  to 
Nancy  Goodrich,  his  children  were:  Seth  G.  is  re- 
ferred to  farther  on;  G.  Byron  (now  deceased) 
was  a lawyer  at  Wilkes  Barre ; Mary  E.  is  the 
widow  of  John ’Leonard ; J.  Milton  died  at  Kings- 
ton, Penn.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years ; Lyman, 
an  officer  in  the  Federal  army  during  the  Civil  war, 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg;  Oscar,  a - , 

lawyer  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  died  in  1896;  Ann 
Amelia  is  the  wife  of  a minister  in  Iowa ; Marion 
died  when  twelve  years  of  age ; and  Emeline  is  the 
wife  of  G.  W.  Simons,  of  Hamlinton. 

Seth  G.  Nicholson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  I , 
was  born  October  24,  1820,  in  the  house  now  (1898) 
owned  by  Elmer  Nash  about  one  mile  west  of  Ham- 
linton. In  boyhood  he  evinced  a desire  to  become 
a merchant,  in  view  of  which  he  began  clerking  in 
the  store  of  the  late  Judge  Hamlin,  at  Hamlinton,  re- 
maining with  him  until  1845.  He  then  accepted  the 
position  of  deputy  prothonotary  under  the  late  P. 

G.  Goodrich,  who  held  the  office  at  that  time.  While 
in  the  office  he  devoted  his  leisure  time  to  reading 
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Shakespeare,  and  at  the  end  of  three  years  could 
quote  entire  plays.  Seth  still  had  a desire  to  enter 
the  mercantile  business,  and  in  1848  went  to  Sterling 
and  fitted  up  a store  and  commenced  selling  goods. 
He  was  quite  successful  in  his  new  enterprise,  and 
on  March  7,  1850,  he  married  Mary  Ann  Bortree. 
In  the  spring  of  1852  he  came  to  Salem  Corners 
and  for  a term  of  years  occupied  the  store  of  the  late 
John  Raymond.  In  1854-55  he  built  a store  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  G.  W.  Simons.  In  i860  he 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and,  possessing 
considerable  legal  ability,  made  an  excellent  officer. 
About  the  year  1870  he  accepted  the  position  of 
bookkeeper  for  Morss  & Co.,  at  Ledgedale,  Penn., 
where  he  remained  three  years,  and  then  accepted  a 
similar  position  at  the  Middle  Valley  Tannery, 
Clemo,  Penn.  He  was  an  excellent  business  man, 
very  precise,  and  whatever  he  did  was  done  cor- 
rectly. After  an  absence  of  twenty-eight  years  he 
returned  to  Sterling  and  bought  a farm  of  George 
W.  Simons,  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
In  1876  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  an  of- 
fice he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Some  two 
years  prior  to  his  death  he  had  a stroke  of  paralysis, 
which  caused  his  death,  September  1,  1884.  He 
was  identified  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

To  the  marriage  of  Seth  G.  Nicholson  and 
Mary  Ann  Bortree  were  born  children  as  follows : 
Marion  E.,  born  August  11,  1851,  married,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1878,  Ira  Iv.  Ivellam,  of  Ledgedale, 
Penn. ; Horatio  F.,  our  subject,  is  referred  to  farther 
on;  Rhoda  Amelia,  born  August  28,  1855,  died 
March  8,  1856;  and  Rhoda  E.,  born  December  13, 
1857,  married  Olin  H.  Wolfe,  of  Pike  county, 
Penn.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  November  1,  1821,  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Starbird)  Bortree,  and 
died  August  22,  1889.  Robert  Bortree,  the  father 
of  William,  came  from  Ireland  to  Philadelphia  in 
1801,  and  in  about  1806  settled  in  what  was  formerly 
East  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county.  He  built  a 
gristmill  in  1812,  on  Bortree  creek.  His  children 
were:  William,  John,  Edward,  Thomas,  and  Robert. 
William  settled  a quarter  of  a mile  northeast  of  the 
Bortree  Church ; his  children  were : Charles,  Mary 
Ann,  Samuel,  and  Daniel. 

Mrs.  Seth  G.  Nicholson  on  her  mother’s  side 
descended  from  Col.  Jacob  Stroud,  a conspicuous 
figure  in.  incidents  connected  with  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  and  the  founding  of  Stroudsburg,  the 
Colonel  being  her  great-grandfather.  Going  back 
a little  in  the  family  history,  we  note  that  the  home 
of  many  of  the  name  was  at  Stroud  in  Gloucester- 
shire, England,  and  it  was  from  that  borough,  in  the 
beautiful  at  the  confluence  of  the  Frome  and  Slade, 
which  unite  to  form  the  Stroudwater,  that  Bernard 
Stroud,  the  progenitor  of  the  race  in  this  country, 
was  born.  When  but  five  years  old  he  came  across 
the  Atlantic  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century. 
At  a very  tender  age  he  lost  his  parents.  During  his 
youth  and  early  manhood  he  resided  near  Amwell, 
Hunterdon  Co.,  N.  J.  He  married  Keziah  Harker, 


and  later  moved  to  Northampton  county,  Penn., 
where  they  purchased  a farm  and  passed  their  re- 
maining days.  Of  their  children  Jacob  was  born 
January  15,  1735,  at  Amwell,  N.  J.  Soon  after  be- 
coming of  age,  the  French  and  Indian  war  having 
begun,  he  enlisted  for  five  years  in  the  English  serv- 
ice. Three  of  his  brothers  also  entered  the  pro- 
visional army  for  a like  period.  The  Strouds  were 
accustomed  to  arrange  a place  of  meeting  after  each 
battle.  Jacob  used  to  relate  that  after  a severe 
engagement,  he  went  as  usual,  to  the  rendezvous, 
when  but  two  of  his  brothers  met  him,  and  how  in 
the  clear  moonlight  they  sadly  sought  and  found  the 
missing  one  among  the  slain.  In  August,  1757, 
Jacob  Stroud  formed  one  of  the  garrison  at  Fort 
William  Henry  on  Lake  George,  In  the  taking 
of  Quebec,  September  13,  1759,  Jacob  Stroud  was 
found  at  his  post  when  they  scaled  the  Heights  of 
Abraham  and  landed  on  the  plains  above.  Col. 
Stroud  was  near  Gen.  Wolfe  when  he  fell,  and  assist- 
ed in  carrying  him  behind  the  rocks.  A_fter  the 
war  Jacob  Stroud  returned  to  the  home  of  his 
boyhood,  and  in  less  than  three  months,  April  16, 
1761,  he  married  Elizabeth  Macdowel,  then  not 
quite  eighteen,  who  was  a daughter  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Depui)  Macdowel.  On  July  8,  1776,  Jacob 
Stroud  was  elected  a member  of  the  Convention  to 
form  the  first  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
indicated  that  he  was  a decided  Whig  from  the  be- 
ginning, as  this  was  only  four  days  after  the  signing 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He  attended 
the  first  meeting,  July  15,  1776,  held  at  Carpenter’s 
Hall,  Philadelphia.  During  the  Revolution  he  was 
stationed  as  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Penn,  the 
remnants  of  which  stood  on  the  hill  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  town  of  Stroudsburg,  until  the  great 
freshet  of  1862  carried  it  away.  After  the  close  of 
the  war  he  served  several  years  from  the  county  as 
representative  in  the  House.  In  his  legislative 
career,  as  in  everything  which  he  undertook,  he 
showed  much  exemplary  punctuality  and  diligence. 

As  a middle-aged  man  Jacob  Stroud  occupied 
as  a residence,  old  Fort  Penn.  A half-mile  distant, 
and  some  twenty  years  older,  was  Fort  Hamilton, 
near  which  was  erected,  in  1795,  a large  roomy 
stone  mansion  for  John  Stroud,  eldest  son  of  Col. 
Jacob  Stroud,  and  between  the  two  was  placed  a 
frame  dwelling,  which  stood  in  what  is  now  the 
center  of  the  town,  nearly  opposite  the  present 
“Burnett  House.”  These  formed  a nucleus  for 
building,  and  gradually  a flourishing  settlement  ap- 
peared, and  the  town  of  Stroudsburg  was  founded. 
Jacob  Stroud's  death  occurred  July  14,  1806,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  May  5,  1811.  Of  their  eleven  chil- 
dren, Hannah  married  John  Starbird,  and  their 
daughter  Elizabeth  married  William  Bortree.  The 
latter  couple  were  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Seth  G. 
Nicholson. 

John  Starbird,  just  mentioned,  was  born  March 
25,  1754,  at  Brunswick,  Maine.  He  left  home  when 
the  call  “To  Arms”  was  uttered  on  behalf  of  the 
Continental  troops,  and,  having  enlisted,  served 
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throughout  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  was  wounded 
and  afterward  mustered  out  when  the  necessity  of 
patriotic  services  in  the  field  had  ended.  He  went  to 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  taught  school  for  a time ; from 
there  he  went  to  Easton,  Penn.,  and  there  taught 
school,  then  located  at  Stroudsburg,  where  he  mar- 
ried Hannah  Stroud,  who  was  born  October  io, 
1763,  and  who  bore  him  the  following  children: 
Jacob,  John,  Elizabeth,  William,  Daniel  Peter,  and 
Franklin.  He  was  a man  of  considerable  education ; 
was  engaged  in  farming.  Plis  death  occurred  De- 
cember 14,  1839,  h's  surviving  him  until  May 
4,  1845. 

Horatio  Franklin  Nicholson,  the  subject  proper 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  May  11,  1854,  at  Hamlin- 
ton,  Wayne  county;  until  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
remained  at  home,  three  years  of  which  time  he  was 
employed  in  teaming  for  the  Middle  Valley  Tannery. 
He  saved  his  money  and  used  it  in  attending  Wyom- 
ing Seminary.  He  was  graduated  from  College 
June  8,  1876.  After  this  he  clerked  one  year  in  a 
store  at  Gouldsboro,  Penn.,  for  S.  PI.  Rhodes.  He 
then  purchased  a farm  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  for  five  years  led  an  agricultural  life. 
After  that  experience  he  moved  to  Laanna,  Penn., 
where  he  engaged  in  lumbering  and  keeping  board- 
ers. He  purchased  land  at  that  point  and  resided 
there  some  twelve  years,  and  in  May,  1884,  came  to 
Hamlinton  and  became  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness, purchasing  his  present  stand  from  George 
Hamlin.  He  also  conducts  a livery  stable  in  con- 
nection with  the  hotel.  Mr.  Nicholson  is  a man  of 
intelligence,  received  a liberal  education  and  is  a 
well-informed  man,  keeping  up  with  the  current 
issues  of  the  day.  He  is  enterprising  and  public 
spirited  and  is  one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  Plam- 
linton.  For  three  years  past  he  has  been  auditor 
of  the  town ; had  served  one  year  as  clerk  of  Sterl- 
ing township,  and  three  years  as  school  director. 
While  in  Pike  county  he  served  seven  years  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  Pie  is  a good  business  man 
and  has  conducted  the  hotel  in  a successful  and  com- 
mendable manner.  He  is  a “hail  fellow  well  met” 
and  an  entertaining  landlord  as  well  as  a first-class 
one  in  the  direction  of  the  more  “substantial”  side  of 
the  business.  He  is  a good  conversationalist,  enjoys 
hunting  and  fishing,  and  therefore  good  company, 
and  a royal  entertainer  to  those  of  his  visitors  who 
enjoy  these  sports. 

On  May  24,  1882,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Emma  J.  Houck  and  their  marriage  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Laanna,  May  9, 
1884.  The  mother  was  born  February  10,  1854,  a 
daughter  of  Nathan  Houck,  who  for  many  years 
has  been  largely  identified  with  the  lumber  interests 
of  this  section  of  the  county,  with  residence  in 
Pike  county. 

CHARLIE  C.  HAWK  (deceased)  was  one  of 
the  most  extensive  fruit  growers  and  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  and  spent 
his  entire  life  on  the  old  Hawk  homestead,  where  his 


birth  occurred  July  8,  1861.  His  parents,  William  W. 
and  Catherine  (Raub)  Hawk,  were  natives  of  War- 
ren county,  where  they  were  married  December  4, 
1847.  The  first  two  years  of  their  wedded  life  they 
spent  in  Columbus,  N.  J.,  and  then  came  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  where  they  lived  for  a year  with 
Mr.  Hawk’s  sister,  Mrs.  Jacob  France,  in  Salem 
township.  Going  to  Drinkers,  Lackawanna  Co., 
Penn.,  he  contracted  to  build  the  tresstle  over  the 
Wilber  swamp  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company, 
and  when  that  was  completed  he  removed  to  the 
present  home  of  our  subject  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county.  Here  he  purchased  180  acres  from 
the  old  Torey  estate,  and  to  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement devoted  his  energies  until  life’s  labors 
were  over.  Pie  died  February  9,  1889,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Hones- 
dale  cemetery.  By  trade  he  was  a carpenter  and 
builder  and  erected  all  the  buildings  upon  his  farm. 
He  was  One  of  the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of 
his  community,  but  never  an  office  seeker.  Since  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years  he  had  been  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  life  was  ever 
in  harmony  with  his  professions.  His  estimable 
wife,  who  was  born  January  19,  1827,  made  her 
home  with  her  son  Charlie,  until  his  death.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  John  E., 
born  May  27,  1853,  died  December  4,  1853 ; Elba  E., 
born  May  14,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  George  E.  Swartz, 
of  Dunmore,  Penn.,  an  engineer  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  railroad;  William  A.,  born 
May  20,  1858,  died  June  25,  1872;  and  Charlie  C. 
completes  the  family. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Charlie  C.  Hawk 
early  became  familiar  with  all  branches  of  agricult- 
ure and  also  obtained  a thorough  knowledge  of  lum- 
bering, to  which  he  devoted  considerable  attention. 
However,  at  the  last,  he  gave  a greater  part  of  his 
time  and  attention  to  fruit  culture,  and  met  will  ex- 
cellent success  in  this  branch  of  his  business,  his  farm 
becoming  one  of  the  finest  fruit  farms  in  northeast- 
ern Pennsylvania.  Upon  the  place  he  had  400  apple 
and  150  peach  trees  besides  many  other  varieties  of 
fruits.  Annually  he  raised  from  one  to  three  thou- 
sand bushels  of  apples  and  pears,  and  twenty  bushels 
of  cherries,  for  which  he  found  a ready  sale  at  $4 
per  bushel.  He  also  raised  gooseberries  in  abund- 
ance. 

In  Sterling  township,  June  30,  1888,  Mr.  Hawk 
was  married,  to  Miss  Lillie  Musgrave,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  Rev.  R.  B.  Billows,  a Methodist 
Protestant  minister.  They  now  have  two  children : 
Floyd  W.,  born  July  16,  1890;  and  Edna  W.,  born 
May  31,  1893.  Mrs.  Hawk  is  also  a native  of  Ster- 
ling township,  born  May  14,  1868,  and  is  a daughter 
of  James  and  Jane  (Rawlston)  Musgrave,  the  form- 
er a native  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  latter  of  Scot- 
land. For  many  years  the  father  was  actively  iden- 
tified with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  having  prospered  in  his  undertaking  he  is 
now  enabled  to  live  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
his  former  toil.  His  sketch  can  be  found  on  another 
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page  of  this  volume.  His  children  are  as  follows : 
Mary,  wife  of  James  McGuire,  a railroad  engineer 
of  Amboy,  Penn. ; Andrew,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years ; Margaret  M.,  wife  of  Reuben  Malson,  a 
farmer  of  Sterling  township;  Isabella,  who  died 
when  young;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  James  Thompson, 
and  a resident  of  Amboy,  Penn. ; William,  who  wed- 
ded Mary  Lewis  and  is  a railroad  man  of  Dunmore, 
Penn. ; Henry,  who  married  Maggie  Paul,  and  is  a 
railroad  engineer  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J. ; Emily,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Otto  Snyder,  of  Amboy,  Penn. ; 
Thomas  R.,  who  married  Mary  E.  Reed,  now  de- 
ceased ; Walter,  who  married  Elizabeth  Spangen- 
berg,  and  is  a farmer  of  Sterling  township ; and  Lil- 
lie, widow  of  our  subject. 

Socially  Mr.  Hawk  affiliated  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Patriotic  Or- 
der Sons  of  America  No.  959,  both  of-  Nobletown, 
and  religiously  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  of  which  his  widow  is  also  a consist- 
ent member.  He  always  cast  his  ballot  in  support 
' of  the  Republican  party,  and  had  most  efficiently 
served  as  school  director  for  three  years.  As  a citi- 
zen, friend  and  neighbor,  he  was  worthy  of  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  was  held,  and  his  early  death 
caused  genuine  grief  throughout  his  wide  circle  of 
friends. 

JOSEPH  A.  WILKIN,  engineer,  residence 
Matamoras,  Pike  county,  Pennsylvania. 

JAMES  M.  WESTFALL,  of  New  Milford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  is  a successful  business 
man,  and  after  years  in  the  lumber  and  sawmill  in- 
terest he  has  turned  his  attention  exclusively  to  the 
ancient  and  honorable  calling  of  agriculture. 

Mr.  Westfall  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  as 
his  paternal  grandparents,  John  arid  Jennie  Westfall, 
came  from  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  day 
and  settled  upon  a tract  of  1,000  acres  across  the 
river  from  the  city  of  Susquehanna.  They  were  the 
parents  of  the  following:  Elijah,  Jennie  (who  mar- 
ried William  Greek),  Daniel,  James,  Katie,  John  and 
Livia.  Elijah  Westfall,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  his  wife,  Martha 
T.  (Sleighter),  was  a native  of  Dutchess  county,  N. 
Y.  He  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1820,  locat- 
ing in  Harmony  township,  opposite  what  is  now 
Lanesboro,  where  he  followed  the  cooper's  trade 
in  connection  with  farming.  The  present  village  of 
Oakland  stands  upon  a portion  of  his  old  farm, 
and  a street  was  named  Westfall  avenue  in  hon- 
or of  the  family.  He  died  August  8,  1867, 
aged  seventy-seven  years;  his  wife  died  Janu- 
ary 1,  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  and  their 
remains  were  interred  in  McCune’s  Cemetery. 
Of  their  four  children,  the  eldest,  Caroline  married 
Charles  Tompkins,  and  died  May  10,  1893  ; James  M. 
was  second  in  the  order  of  birth ; Isabella,  widow  of 
John  Gregory,  resides  in  Idaho;  and  M.  Lafayetta 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  31,  1833,  at  the 


present  site  of  Oakland  borough,  and  was  trained 
to  industrious  habits  in  his  youth,  being  set  to  work 
at  his  father's  cooper  shop  when  fourteen  years  old 
and  continuing  six  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  left  home,  and  for  some  time  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Oakland  and  New  Milford  township,  and  in  1863 
he  entered  the  Union  army,  where  he  served  as  fore- 
man of  a construction  corps  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Lie  then  settled  upon  his  present  homestead, 
but  much  of  his  time  was  given  to  conducting  a saw- 
mill until  1890,  when  he  retired  from  that  business. 
Mr.  Westfall  has  always  been  prominent  in  local 
affairs  and  in  the  Grange,  and  for  two  years  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  New 
Milford.  Politically  he  is  a strong  Democrat,  as  are 
all  his  relatives,  and  he  has  served  seven  years  as 
school  director  and  three  years  as  supervisor.  He 
has  been  prominent  in  the  Grange,  being  overseer 
two  years  and  trustee  one  year.  On  July  4,  1855, 
he  was  married  at  Lanesboro  to  Miss  Olive  J.  Keach, 
and  two  children  have  blessed  the  union  : ( 1 ) Charles 
V.  is  a railway  engineer  residing  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; 
he  married  Miss  Ida  Van  Marter,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Ernest  and  Lafayette.  (2)  Madge  Eva  mar- 
ried Edward  Ott,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  a railway  en- 
gineer. 

Mrs.  Olive  (Keach)  Westfall,  whose  efficient 
aid  has  done  much  to  promote  her  husband's  success, 
was  born  September  13,  1836,  at  the  present  site  of 
Hallstead,  Penn.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Will- 
iam and  Martha  Keach,  were  residents  of  Connect- 
icut, and  the  grandfather  was  a painter  by  trade. 
Harvey  W.  Keach,  Mrs.  Westfall’s  father,  a native 
of  Windham  county,  Conn.,  came  to  this  State  about 
1825,  locating  first  at  New  Milford  and  later  at  Great 
Bend.  By  occupation  he  was  a carpenter,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  was  highly  esteemed,  his  sound  judg- 
ment giving  him  much  influence  in  the  local  Demo- 
cratic organization.  He  died  August  28,  1874,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-seven,  and  his  remains  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Hallstead.  He  was  married  at  Montrose  to 
Miss  Ann  E.  Bennett,  who  died  July  11,  1884,  aged 
seventy  years.  Her  parents,  Asa  and  Ann  Bennett, 
came  from  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1813,  and  set- 
tled on  a farm  near  Corbettsville.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Keach  had  the  following  children : Mary,  who  died 
in  childhood  ; Andrew  J.,  a carpenter  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ; Olive  J.  (Mrs.  Westfall)  ; Cynthia  A.,  who 
married  William  Stevens,  and  died  in  1898 ; John 
H.,  an  engineer,  who  was  killed  in  1896  by  a boiler 
explosion ; George  L.,  a railroad  engineer  residing  at 
Lyons,  N.  Y. ; James  M.,  a railway  engineer,  who  re- 
sides in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; and  Emma,  who  died  in 
childhood. 

REUBEN  SIEG.  The  man  who  was  content 
to  go  through  the  Civil  war  as  a “high  private,” 
doing  his  duty  nobly  and  unflinchingly  on  the  field 
of  battle  or  in  camp,  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  and  honored  citizens  of  Newfoundland, 
Wayne  county.  As  a blacksmith  and  farmer,  he  was 
for  many  years  actively  identified  with  the  business 
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interests  of  the  community,  but  is  now  living  retired 
in  the  quiet  enjoyment  ot  a well-earned  rest. 

This  honored  veteran  was  born  at  his  present 
home,  September  19,  1644,  a son  of  Jacob  and  JHiza 
(Suit)  Sieg,  natives  ot  Germany  and  Weissport, 
Penn.,  respectively.  In  1838  the  father  came  to 
America  and  first  located  at  Vv  eissport,  but  at  the  end 
of  two  years  came  to  Newfoundland,  where  he  made 
his  home  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
father,  Jacob  Sieg,  also  came  to  the  New  World  at 
an  early  day,  but  subsequently  returned  to  Germany, 
where  his  death  occurred.  In  his  native  land  Jacob 
Sieg  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed as  a life  work,  and  also  served  some  time  in 
the  German  army.  He  died  in  January,  1887,  aged 
seventy-two  years,  his  wife  in  March,  1889,  aged, 
seventy-one,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Al- 
bright Methodist  Episcopal  Church  burying  ground. 
The  children  born  to  this  worthy  couple  were  as 
follows:  John,  who  died  in  infancy;  Jacob,  who 
married  Sarah  Hazelton  and  is  a blacksmith  of  Sul- 
livan county,  Penn.;  Reuben,  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view ; Louisa,  wife  of  Samuel  Sholl,  a retired  farm- 
er of  Daleville,  Penn. ; Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  Louis,  who  married  Louisa  De  Witt  and 
is  now  deceased ; Lavine,  who  wedded  Mary  Grazer 
and  is  a farmer  and  blacksmith,  of  Greentown,  Pike 
Co.,  Penn. ; Emma,  widow  of  Frank  Climer,  and  a 
resident  of  Philadelphia ; Caroline,  deceased  wife  of 
James  Dawson ; and  Salinda,  deceased  wife  of  Frank 
Berger. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Reuben  Sieg 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  with  his  father  and 
remained  with  him  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two years,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  shop  and 
carried  on  operations  alone  for  many  years,  meeting 
with  a well-deserved  success,  for  he  was  a skilled 
mechanic,  and  upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  deal- 
ings. Recently  he  sold  out  his  business  to  his  son-in- 
law,  Andrew  Beisecker. 

On  December  24,  1866,  Mr.  Sieg  was  married, 
to  Miss  Angelica  Beehn,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed by  Rev.  Mr.  Detterer,  a Moravian  minister. 
Five  children  blessed  this  union,  namely : Fffie, 
now  the  wife  of  Andrew  Beisecker ; Franklin,  who 
married  Phoebe  Beisher,  and  is  engaged  in  black- 
smithing  and  farming'  in  Greene  township,  Pike  Co., 
Penn. ; Angeline,  deceased  wife  of  Horace  Beisecker, 
of  Tobyhanna,  Penn.,  by  whom  she  had  one  daughter 
who  is  now  living  with  our  subject ; Charles  A.,  who 
married  Eliza  Marsh,  and  is  engaged  in  blacksmith- 
ing  in  Newton,  N.  J. ; and  Reuben, -who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mrs.  Sieg  was  born  on  the  old  Beehn  home- 
stead in  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  April  9, 
1844,  a daughter  of  John  and  Angeline  (Belling) 
Beehn,  the  former  a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  the 
latter  of  Northampton  county,  Penn.  The  father  was 
a wheelwright  by  trade,  but  after  coming  to  Wayne 
county  gave  his  attention  principally  to  farming. 
He  was  born  in  1812  and  died  in  March,  1887,  and 
the  mother  was  born  in  1815  and  died  in  March,  1855, 
both  being  buried  in  the  Moravian  Church  cemetery. 


They  were  members  of  that  denomination  and  most 
highly  respected  people.  Their  children  were  Charles 
A.,  of  Dreher  township;  Frances,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ; Amelia,  who  lives  with  her  brother  Charles, 
Adelaide,  wife  of  Philip  Eck,  of  Dreher  township ; 
Angelica,  wife  of  our  subject;  Henry  A.,  who. died 
in  1873;  John  W.,  who  lives  with  Charles;  Edward 
and  Lewis,  who  both  died  young ; and  Caroline,  wife 
of  William  Graser,  of  Greene  township,  Pike  county, 

In  August,  1862,  when  not  quite  eighteen  years 
of  age,  Mr.  Sieg  manifested  his  love  of  country 
by  enlisting  in  Pike  county  in  Company  B,  151st 
P.  V.  1.,  under  Capt.  Oscar  Mott,  and  was  .ater  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Lafayette  Westbrooke.  He 
participated  in  a number  of  important  engagements, 
including  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville  and  Gettys- 
burg, and  at  the  latter  he  was  taken  prisoner,  being 
held  during  the  first  day  of  the  battle,  but  he  was 
afterward  released  by  some  of  his  comrades.  During 
■that  engagement  his  company  lost  more  men  than  any 
other  company  on  the  field.  Mr.  Sieg  was  honora- 
bly discharged  at  Harrisburg,  in  1863,  and  returned 
home  with  a war  record  of  which  he  may  be  justly 
proud.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics,  but 
has  never  aspired  to  office,  though  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  election  board.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  Wallenpaupack  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  religious- 
ly is  a member  of  the  Moravian  Church. 

WALLACE  CASE,  a well-known  resident  of 
Waymart,  Wayne  county,  has  for  half  a century 
been  a trusted  and  faithful  employe  of  the  Gravity 
Railroad  Co.,  now  serving  as  foreman  of  a gang  of 
carpenters.  He  is  a native  of  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
born  in  Prompton,  September  25,  1829.  His  par- 
ents, Ralph  and  Maria  (Jenkins)  Case,  were  natives 
of  Winsted,  Conn.,  but  became  acquainted  and  were 
married  in  Prompton,  Penn.,  and  both  died  on  the 
present  site  of  Aldenville,  the  father  in  January, 
1866,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  the  mother  in  1874, 
aged  sixty-seven  years,  the  remains  of  both  being- 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  that  place.  In  religious 
faith  they  were  LTniversalists.  During  his  youth  the 
father  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith’s 
trade,  and  after  doming  to  Wayne  county  was  made 
foreman  of  the  men  who  built  the  reservoir  for  the 
Gravity  Railroad  Co.  At  one  time  he  served  as 
postmaster  of  Aldenville. 

Our  subject  was  the  oldest  of  the  children  born 
to  his  parents,  the  others  being:  John,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years  ; Georgiana,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Lucy,  who  died  unmarried;  Benjamin  F.,  a 
retired  horse  dealer  of  Brown  county,  S.  Dak. ; 
Elizabeth  J.,  who  married  Frank  Gernell,  now  a 
resident  of  Bay  City,  Mich,  (she  died  in  Arizona)  ; 
and  Agnes,  wife  of  Charles  Taylor,  a jeweler,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  Fisher  and  Lucy  (Roberts)  Case,  were 
natives  of  Winsted,  Conn.,  but  in  1813  came  to 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  locating  on  the  present  site 
of  Aldenville,  where  the  grandfather  engaged  in 
farming.  The  maternal  grandparents,  Benjamin 
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and  Elizabeth  (Boyd)  Jenkins,  were  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  and  became  pioneer  settlers  of 
Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania. 

At  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  Wallace  Case 
began  earning  his  own  livelihood  by  driving  a team, 
and  was  thus  employed  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-three.  Since  1848  he  has  been  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Company,  at  first 
working  under  his  father,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  was  given  charge  of  sixty-five  men  engaged 
in  building  the  reservoir.  Since  then  he  has  been 
with  the  company  uninterruptedly  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  years  1865  and  1866,  when  he  engaged 
in  lumbering  at  Aldenville. 

On  March  17,  1853,  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
county,  Mr.  Case  was  married  to  Miss  Lillis  Jane 
Hawkins,  Rev.  Wilcox,  a Methodist  Episcopal  min- 
ister, officiating.  She  died  at  that  place  in  1866. 

Pier  parents,  Samuel  and  (White)  Hawkins, 

died  in  Valnaraiso,  Ind.  For  thirty-two  years  her 
father  was  in  the  employ  of  the  government,  being 
with  the  regular  army  in  Massachusetts.  By  this 
union  Mr.  Case  had  the  following  children : Georgi- 
ana  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Fowler,  a farmer  of 
Lake  Ariel,  Wayne  county;  John  B.,  a conductor  on 
the  D.  &.  H.  R.  R.,  married  Sarah  Heistead  and 
lives  in  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Maria  is  the  wife  of 
Clarence  Shaffer,  a carpenter  In  the  employ  of  the 
Gravity  Railroad  Company,  residing  in  Waymart, 
and  with  them  our  subject  now  resides;  Miles  T., 
a conductor  on  the  Chicago  & Northwestern  rail- 
road, is  married  and  lives  in  Minnesota ; Henrietta  is 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  Waymart 
Normal  School ; and  Jane  is  teaching  in  Minnesota. 
On  June  4,  1868,  at  Waymart,  Mr.  Case  was, again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Emily 
(Bennett)  Stanton,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Ed- 
ward, who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  July  8,  1892,  aged  sixty  years.  She 
passed  away  at  Bozeman,  Mont.,  where  she  had 
gone  for  her  health.  By  her  first  husband,  Harvey 
Stanton,  she  had  one  son,  Berwin  T.,  now  a mer- 
chant and  implement  dealer  of  Bozeman,  Montana. 

Mr.  Case  has  made  his  home  in  Waymart  since 
1867,  and  as  one  of  the  leading  and  Influential  citi- 
zens of  the  place,  he  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  its  upbuilding  and  prosperity.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Waymart  Normal  School,  and 
has  most  acceptably  served  in  many  official  positions, 
including  those  of  councilman,  poormaster,  and 
school  director  for  two  years  while  in  Aldenville. 
The  cause  of  education  has  always  found  in  him  an 
earnest  advocate,  and  he  provided  his  children  with 
excellent  advantages  along  that  line,  all  becoming 
successful  teachers  with  the  exception  of  two  sons. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  F.  & A.  M.  for  almost 
thirty  years,  joining  the  order  at  Salem,  Wayne 
county,  and  he  is  now  a Knight  Templar.  Politic- 
ally he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 
Among  his  valued  possessions  is  a sea  chest,  which 
once  belonged  to  his  great-grandfather  Boyd  in 
Ireland,  and  which  was  given  him  with  the  under- 


standing that  he  would  hand  it  down  as  a relic  to  one 
of  his  children — the  one  who  would  take  best  care 
of  it. 

CHARLES  DANIELS  has  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  been  prominently  ident- 
fied  with  the  growth  and  devolpment  of  Hawley, 
Wayne  county,  and  few,  if  any,  have  done  more  for 
for  its  advancement. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  born  March  1,  1820,  in  an  old 
log  house  on  the  present  site  of  the  village,  where 
had  been  celebrated  the  marriage  of  his  parents, 
Lemuel  and  Anna  (Chapman)  Daniels,  natives  of 
Connecticut.  The  father  was  born  April  1,  1786,  of 
English  ancestry,  and  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn,, 
with  his  parents,  who  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  this  region,  the  country  at  that  time  being 
an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  Lemuel  Daniels 
was  a good  mechanic,  and  for  many  years  was  en- 
gaged in  contracting  and  building  in  Wayne  county. 
In  1852  he  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  died 
April  28,  1858.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  were  faithful  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  earnest  Christian  people.  After 
the  father’s  death,  our  subject  brought  his  mother 
back  to  Hawley,  where  she  spent  her  remaining  days. 
She  was  born  April  28,  1795,  and  died  March  3, 
1868. 

Their  family  numbered  the  following  children : 
Durinda  first  married  a Mr.  Hoddenkaup,  and  after 
his  death  wedded  again,  but  she  and  her  husband 
are  now  deceased.  Daniel  died  in  New  Chicago, 
Ivans.  Chauncey  died  in  Hawley.  William  died  in 
childhood.  Charles  is  next  in  the  family.  Ellen,  who 
married,  is  deceased.  Lemuel  was  drowned  in  the 
Lackawaxen  river.  Lemuel  (2)  died  in  Michigan. 
Cortland  is  a contractor  and  builder  of  Three  Rivers, 
Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  amidst 
pioneer  scenes  in  Wayne  county,  and  as  his  parents 
were  in  rather  limited  circumstances  he  started  out 
early  in  life  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  boating  on  the  canal, 
and  after  being  thus  employed  for  five  years  he  was 
given  a position  as  lock  tender,  having  charge  of 
the  second  lock  above  Hawley  for  two  summers. 
One  winter  he  made  a contract  with  Mecago  Wise 
to  put  lumber  into  Middle  creek  for  the  sawmills,  and 
in  this  venture  cleared  about  $400.  He  then  pur- 
chased a yoke  of  oxen,  and  engaged  in  lumbering 
for  Joseph  Atkinson  for  three  years.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Daniels  purchased  a small  farm  for  $350 
at  the  present  site  of  Shanty  Hill,  Wayne  county,  and 
when  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  built  their  railroad 
through  that  place  they  paid  for  his  farm  $3,000. 
For  seven  years  he  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade 
for  that  company,  receiving  at  first  only  twelve  shill- 
ings per  day,  and  later  was  appointed  foreman  of  a 
crew  of  men.  In  1854  he  embarked  in  merchan- 
dising in  Hawley,  but  three  years  later  sold  out  and 
bought  two  farms  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  for  specu- 
lation, selling  them  at  a good  profit  at  the  end  of  six 
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years.  Contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  friends,  he  then 
invested  $4,000  in  the  lumber  business,  and  a few 
months  later  sold,  realizing  $4,000  on  the  investment. 
Returning  to  Hawley  he  began  loaning  money  and 
speculating  in  general,  and  is  now  doing  a profitable 
business  along  that  line. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  married  July  4,  1840,  to1  Miss 
Mary  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Purdytown,  Palmyra 
township,  Wayne  county,  August  25,  1815,  and  died 
January  2,  1864,  her  remains  being  interred  in  the 
cemetery  at  Hawley.  Her  parents  were  John  and 
Betsy  (Everts)  Smith,  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
early  settlers  of  Wayne  county.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels : Lott, 
born  May  20,  1841,  married  Mariette  Yale,  has  a 
large  family  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Pike 
county,  Penn. ; Elizabeth,  born  August  22,  1843, 
died  February  18,  1844;  George,  born  March  25, 
1845,  died  October  11,  1861;  Janet,  born  July  19, 
1847,  is  the  wife  of  William  Shardt,  a merchant  of 
Hawley;  Charles,  born  Tuly  18,  1850,  married  Maria 
Simison,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty ; William,  born  August  27,  1853,  married  Sarah 
Rosekrants,  has  ten  children,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Wayne  county;  Mary  A.,  born  February 
28,  185c;,  died  October  10,  1863;  and  Emma  J., 
born  August  2,  i860,  died  August  7,  1861.  In  1870, 
Mr.  Daniels  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Moore,  a 
native  of  Canaan  township  Wayne  county,  who  died 
in  1872,  aged  fifty  years.  Her  father,  James  Moore, 
was  also  a native  of  Connecticut  and  an  early  settler 
of  Wayne  county.  The  third  wife  of  our  subject 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Alvina  Schardt.  She 
was  born  in  Germany,  in  1847,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Martin  Schardt. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Daniels  is  a 
pronounced  Republican,  and  he  has  often  been  called 
upon  to  serve  in  official  position.  In  1864,  on  his 
return  to  Hawley,  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  but  at  the  end  of  five  years  declined  a re- 
election  in  order  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to 
his  business  interests.  He  has  served  as  supervisor, 
auditor,  and  in  1893  was  burgess,  discharging  the 
duties  of  these  various  position  in  a prompt  and 
able  manner  that  has  won  the  commendation  of  the 
entire  community.  He  has  been  a champion  of 
every  movement  designed  to  promote  the  public 
welfare,  a supporter  of  any  enterprise  for  the  general 
good. 

GEORGE  RUEGGER,  a leading  and  represen- 
tative citizen  of  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  who  for  the 
past  four  years  has  held  a position  as  engineer  on 
the  Delaware  division  of  the  Erie  railroad,  is  a na- 
tive of  Pike  county,  born  in  Shohola  township,  May 
26,  1864.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Abram  and 
Elizabeth  Ruegger,  were  both  natives  of  Switzer- 
land, and  there  remained  until  death  claimed  them, 
the  grandfather  following  his  trade  of  weaving  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  died  in  1846,  his  wife 
a few  years  later.  Their  children  were  : Jacob,  Samuel 
and  Abraham,  who  all  died  of  consumption ; Isaac ; 


John,  deceased;  Elizabeth;  and  John  W.,  the  father 
of  our  subject. 

John  W.  Ruegger  was  born  May  21,  1829,  in 
the  northern  part  of  Switzerland,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Walborga 
Schnadt,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  January  17, 
1832,  a daughter  of  Albon  Schnadt,  a cabinet  maker 
by  trade.  Her  parents  were  both  natives  of  Baden, 
Germany,  and  she  was  the  only  one  in  the  family  of 
eight  children  to  come  to  America.  By  her  mar- 
riage she  has  become  the  mother  of  six  children : 
Mary,  born  November  16,  1859,  is  now  the  wife  of 
William  Keller,  of  Barryville,  N.  Y. ; George,  our 
subject,  is  second  in  the  order  of  birth;  Valentine  J., 
born  July  27,  1866,  married  Hattie  Hornbeck,  and 
is  an  engineer  on  the  Erie  railroad  with  residence  at 
Matamoras;  Jacob  J.,  born  August  23,  1870,  and 
married  to  Katie  Eckhart,  is  also  connected  with  the 
Erie  railroad  and  makes  his  home  in  Matamoras ; 
Charles  H.,  born  July  4,  1875,  married  Bertha  Hips- 
man,  and  like  his  brothers  resides  in  Matamoras  and 
is  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  railroad ; and  Emma 
A.,  born  March  18,  1878,  is  at  home.  I11  the  fall  of 
1857  the  parents  emigrated  to  America,  landing  in 
New  York,  where  they  remained  for  about  six 
months,  and  then  moved  to  Pike  county,  Penn.  The 
father  secured  employment  on  the  Erie  railroad  as 
repairman  along  the  line,  and  purchased  his  present 
home  near  the  village  of  Shohola,  in  the  township  of 
the  same  name,  his  place  comprising  six  and  two- 
thirds  acres  of  land.  For  many  years  he  remained  in 
the  service  of  the  railroad  company,  but  is  now  practi- 
cally living  retired  from  active  labor,  contenting 
himself  principally  with  gardening.  Upon  his  place 
he  has  erected  a substantial  barn  and  pleasant  home, 
where  he  is  now  enjoying  a well-earned  rest,  sur- 
rounded by  all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life.  Fie  is  a great  reader,  is  well  in- 
formed on  the  leading  Questions  and  issues  of  the 
day,  and  in  political  belief  is  a Democrat.  Himself, 
wife  and  daughter  all  hold  membership  in  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  Church. 

George  Ruegger  began  his  business  career  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  as  a railroad  trackman,  and  was 
thus  employed  until  1888.  He  then  went  to  Port 
Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  in  December  of  that  year  was 
made  fireman  on  the  Erie  railroad.  After  serving  in 
that  position  for  some  six  years,  he  was  promoted  to 
engineer  on  the  Delaware  division  of  the  same  road, 
and  as  such  he  has  remained  up  to  the  present  time, 
giving  entire  satisfaction  to  all  parties  concerned. 
In  his  social  relations  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Fire- 
men, while  in  politics  he  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  is  a 
genial,  pleasant  gentleman,  and  has  made  a host  of 
warm  friends. 

At  Bullville,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Ruegger  was  married, 
August  2,  189^,  to  Miss  Jennie  Ayres,  a daughter  of 
David  and  Rebecca  (Drake)  Ayers,  the  former  a- 
native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Sulli- 
van county.  The  father,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in 
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Orange  county,  and  was  an  extensive  lumberman 
and  farmer,  was  killed  by  a train  June  26,  1897,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  Mrs.  Ruegger,  who  was 
born  November  11,  1870,  is  the  eldest  of  his  three 
children;  George,  born  May  26,  1874,  operates  the 
home  farm  at  Bullville,  Orange  county;  and  Lillian, 
born  January  21,  1879,  completes  the  family. 

SIMEON  BURDICK,  inventor  of  the  cele- 
brated Burdick  Plow,  is  a leading  citizen  of  New 
Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  actively  identified  with  the 
agricultural  and  general  business  interests  of  this 
section.  Born  March  28,  1817,  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  he  has  seen  the  region 
developed  from  a wilderness  into  a thickly  settled 
community,  and  his  own  share  in  the  work  of  trans- 
formation does  him  credit. 

Mr.  Burdick  comes  of  hardy  New  England 
stock,  and  his  grandparents,  Billings  and  Hannah 
Burdick,  were  lifelong  residents  of  Rhode  Island, 
the  grandmother  attaining  the  remarkable  age  of 
104  years.  Simeon  Burdick,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Rhode  Island,  and  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  1816,  locating  in  the  wilder- 
ness in  Clifford  township.  He  built  a log  cabin,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  Catherine  (Broton),  who  was  also 
a native  of  Rhode  Island,  passed  through  all  the 
hardships  of  the  pioneer  farmer’s  life,  but  their 
thrift  and  industry  finally  gained  for  them  a com- 
fortable homestead.  They  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  did  much  to  promote  the  cause 
of  religion  in  this  locality.  The  mother  died  in 
1858,  the  father  on  December  24,  1870,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  buried  in 
Clifford  cemetery.  This  worthy  couple  had  twelve 
children,  as  follows:  Louise  (deceased)  married 
Henry  Reynolds;  Simeon  is  our  subject:  Thomas 
is  a resident  of  Clifford  township;  Caroline  (de- 
ceased) married  Rufus  Burritt ; Mrs.  Sarah  Rich- 
ardson, a widow,  comes  next;  Jeremiah  married 
Sarah  Stevens,  and  died  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Alfred 
settled  in  the  West ; Elmira  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Avery,  of  Carbondale,  Penn. : Gilbert  is  deceased ; 
Billings  is  a farmer  in  New  Milford  township ; Miss 
Fanny  is  a resident  of  Dundaff ; and  Charles  resides 
in  Honesdale,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  work  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Clifford  township,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  he  took  charge  of  the  place.  When  twen- 
ty-four years  old  he  became  interested  in  the  mill- 
wright’s trade,  which  he  followed  for  eighteen  years, 
and  for  four  years  he  also  operated  a mill  he  had 
built  at  Starrucca,  Wayne  county.  His  ability  in 
mechanical  lines  won  for  him  a high  reputation,  ex- 
tending far  beyond  local  limits.  Among  mills  con- 
structed by  him  was  a sawmill  at  Carbondale,  and  he 
was  often  called  upon  to  assist  on  other  biddings 
including  the  court  house  at  Montrose.  Since  1866 
he  has  made  his  home  at  his  present  farm,  an  at- 
tractive place  containing  about  65  acres,  where  he  is 
surrounded  by  well-earned  comforts.  In  1892  he 


perfected  his  plow,  a reversible  one,  which  is  highly 
commended  in  agricultural  circles,  and  which  took 
the  premium  at  the  Susquehanna  County  Fair.  He 
has  always  shown  keen  interest  in  the  questions  of 
the  day,  and  is  a stanch  Democrat ; but  when  urged 
to  become  a candidate  for  office  he  has  invariably  de- 
clined. On  March  14,  1841,  he  was  married  at  Star- 
rucca, to  Miss  Mahala  Sampson,  who  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  October  26,  1820,  and  died  May  17, 
1853.  On  November  24,  1858,  Mr.  Burdick  mar- 
ried Miss  Caroline  Price,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed at  the  bride’s  home  in  Gibson  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three 
children:  Coranna,  Euphrosine,  and  Elnora  (Mrs. 
Giles  Stanton)  all  now  deceased.  There  were  also 
three  children  by  the  second  marriage:  Jennie,  wife 
of  William  Cobb,  of  New  Milford  township;  Net- 
tie, who  married  Moses  Cortright,  a farmer  at  Hart 
Lake ; and  Miss  Bertha,  who-  is  at  home. 

Mrs.  Caroline  (Price)  Burdick  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  March  14,  1832,  and  belongs  to  a 
well-known  family.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
Stephen  Price,  resided  upon  a farm  in  New 
York  State,  and  her  father,  Stephen  Price 
(2)  was  born  in  Cortland  county,  N.  Y.,  in 
1794,  and  was  married  there  Triphena  Green- 
man.  In  1827  they  removed  to  this  section, 
settling  in  Wayne  county,  where  the  mother  died  in 
1848  at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  In  1855  the  father 
made  his  home  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  died  there  in  1865.  His  occupation 
was  that  of  a farmer  and  carpenter,  and  his  ster- 
ling qualities  as  a citizen  made  him  prominent  in 
local  affairs.  At  times  he  held  office  of  various 
kinds,  and  he  served  as  postmaster  at  Manchester, 
Penn.,  for  some  years.  Mrs.  Burdick  was  the  young- 
est in  a family  of  six  children,  the  others  being: 
Harvey  L.,  a farmer  in  New  York  State;  Jane,  wid- 
ow of  Jesse  D.  Bush,  of  Honesdale;  Rowena  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Cornelius  Boalts ; Stephen,  a 
farmer  in  Illinois;  and  Andrew  J.,  deceased. 

DYER  LATHROP  (deceased)  was  in  his  life- 
time one  of  the  well-known  and  prosperous  agricult- 
urists of  Auburn  township,  and  he  belonged  to  a 
family  which  has  been  identified  with  Susquehanna 
county  for  almost  a century.  He  was  a grandson  of 
Ezekiel  Lathrop,  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Crocker,  the  former  of  whom  came  from  his 
home  in  the  vicinity  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  to  Penn- 
sylvania in  1801,  taking  up  225  acres  of  land  in  the 
wilderness  in  what  is  now  Dimock  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  He  made  a clearing  and  after 
building  a log  cabin  returned  for  his  family, 
bringing  them  hither  in  1802.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  seven  children — Spencer;  Nehemiah  M. ; 
Dyer,  born  near  Norwich,  Conn.,  who  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county  with  the  family  and  married  Eunice 
Smith;  Ezekiel;  John,  father  of  our  subject;  Lydia, 
wife  of  John  Newman;  and  Lois,  who  married  Am- 
brose Gaylor.  Ezekiel  Lathrop  followed  farming 
all  his  life. 
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John  Lathrop  was  a lifelong  farmer,  for  many 
years  cultivating  the  place  afterward  owned  by  his 
son  Dyer.  He  married  Polly  Cooley,  and  they  both 
died  on  the  farm,  the  father  in  1873,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years,  the  mother  in  March,  1874,  and 
the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the  Frink  bury- 
ing-ground.  To  their  union  were  born  children  as 
follows  : Helen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years ; 
Kinney,  who  died  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war ; 
Benton,  who  ded  yiung ; Permelia,  who  died  young ; 
Adelaide,  Mrs.  Horace  Conrad,  deceased;  and  Dyer, 
the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch. 

Dyer  Lathrop  passed  his  entire  life  on  the  farm 
where  he  was  born  January  2,  1844,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  during  his  boyhood  attending  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  was  an  industrious  and  systematic 
farmer,  and  by  good  management  and  hard  work 
gained  a comfortable  livelihood  from  his  land.  He 
was  highly  respected  for  his  many  sterling  traits  of 
character  and  was  well  known  and  liked  throughout 
the  township,  ranking  among  its  substantial  and 
progressive  citizens.  On  February  18,  1874,  Mr. 
Lathrop  was  married,  in  Auburn  township,  to  Miss 
Ursula  A.  Lemon,  daughter  of  Lewis  S.  and  Theda 
(Cogswell)  Lemon,  farming  people  of  the  town- 
ship, and  seven  children  blessed  this  union,  viz. : 
Bertha,  Benton,  Leslie,  Edward,  Lewis,  Lelia  and 
Grace.  The  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Francis 
Mitchell,  a farmer  of  Springville  township ; the 
others  are  living  with  their  mother  on  the  home 
farm.  -Mr.  Lathrop  passed  away  January  1,  1888, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Bunnell’s  cemetery  in  Au- 
burn township.  Religiously  he  was  a zealous  mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which  he  held  the  office 
of  steward.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a Repub- 
lican. The  family  are  prominent  and  widely  ac- 
quainted in  Auburn  township. 

CHARLES  S.  VAN  WHY,  the  present  pro- 
prietor of  the  “Lakeland  House”  and  farm  upon 
which  that  popular  hostelry  is  located,  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  is  a native  of 
the  township  in  which  he  makes  his  home,  and  a 
descendant  of  one  of  its  first  pioneer  settlers,  being 
a great-grandson  of  Henry  Van  Why,  who  after  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  he  served, 
came  to  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  locating  in  what 
is  now  Middle  Smithfield  township,  near  the  Dela- 
ware river. 

Arthur  Van  Why,  son  of  Henry  Van  Why,  was 
here  reared  to  manhood,  married,  and  was  the  fa- 
ther of  five  children — four  sons  and  one  daughter ; 
the  daughter  became  the  wife  of  John  Walter,  and 
they  lived  in  Middle  Smithfield  township,  where  they 
died  many  years  ago ; Henry  married  and  settled  in 
Pike  county;  Samuel  made  his  home  in  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.,  where  he  died;  Arthur  located  in 
Pike  county ; Benjamin  was  the  father  of  the  subject 
proper  of  these  lines. 

_ Benjamin  Van  Why  was  born  in  1817  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  received  such  education  as  the 
schools  of  that  early  day  afforded,  and  here  passed 


his  entire  life.  He  was  engaged  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ness and  also  dealt  largely  in  cattle,  succeeding  by 
dint  of  industry  and  good  management  in  building 
up  a profitable  trade  and  making  a comfortable 
living  for  himself  and  family.  He  married 
Miss  Susan  Buss,  by  whom  he  had  sixteen 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  the 
family  lived  in  Middle  Smithneld  until  1872,  the 
year  after  Mr.  Van  Why’s  decease,  when  the  moth- 
er moved  to  East  Stroudsburg,  in  which  city  she 
died  in  1886.  Of  their  children,  (1)  Margaret  re- 
ceived a public-school  education,  as  did  all  her  broth- 
ers and  sisters,  became  the  wife  of  Peter  Garrias,  of 
Flatbrook,  N.  J.,  and  has  a family  of  five  children, 
Jennie,  Cyrus,  Rosie,  Edith  and  Lester.  (2)  Jacob 
married  Miss  Sallie  Barton,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
they  resided  in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  died  in  April, 
1898,  she  in  1888;  they  left  one  daughter,  Nettie. 
(3)  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Harris,  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  and  has  four  children,  Elmer,  Susie,  Mary  and 
Lizzie.  (4)  Lucinda  married  James  Banker,  of 
Branchville,  N.  J.,  where  they  both  died,  leaving 
three  children,  Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  Eva.  (5) 
Sarah  married  Martin  Chambers,  of  Smithfield,  and 
they  resided  at  Stroudsburg,  where  she  died  leaving 
two  children,  Elmer  and  Allie.  (6)  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  Edward  Stack,  who  is  engaged  as  a hatter  in 
Newark,  N.  J. ; they  have  one  daughter,  Hattie,  who 
is  married.  (7)  Jane  married  Elias  Chambers,  of 
Stroudsburg,  and  has  three  sons,  John,  George  and 
one  whose  name  is  not  given.  They  reside  in  New- 
ark, N.  J.  (8)  John  married  Miss  Rosie  Derrick, 
of  Stroudsburg,  where  they  make  their  home,  and 
has  one  son,  Eugene.  (9)  Calvin  married  Miss 
Mina  Coffman,  of  Stroud  township,  and  they  have 
four  children,  Floyd,  Hall,  Grace  and  Benjamin. 
The  family  live  in  Stroudsburg,  where  Mr.  AHn 
Why  is  engaged  in  business.  (10)  Arvilla  married 
Theron  Smith,  of  Stroudsburg,  who  died  some  years 
ago ; she  has  four  children,  Clinton,  Bertha  and 
Bessie  (twins)  and  one  whose  name  is  given,  (n) 
Henry  married  Miss  Alvina  Detrick,  who  is  engaged 
in  business  in  East  Stroudsburg,  and  is  at  present 
tax  collector  of  that  town,  where  they  make  their 
home.  They'  have  one  daughter,  Susan.  (12) 
Susan  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Gennons,  a resident  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  who  is  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  and  has  had  charge  of  the  “Metropolitan 
Hotel”  of  New  York  City  for  a number  of  years. 
(13)  Catherine  is  the  widow  of  Jacob  Ruster,  who 
died  in  East  Stroudsburg ; they  had  no  family.  ( 14) 
George  married  Miss  Clara  Cresge,  of  Chestnut 
Hill  township,  and  they  live  in  East  Stroudsburg; 
they  have  no  children.  Mr.  Van  Why  lost  an  arm 
during  his  service  with  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  road.  (15)  Frank  married  Miss  Annie 
, who  died  in  Stroudsburg,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Myrtie  and  Willie. 

Charles  S.  Van  Why  was  born  in  August,  1853, 
acquired  his  schooling  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, and  there  remained  until  about  nineteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  removed  with  his  mother  to  East 
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Stroudsburg.  Here  ne  commenced  railroading,  at 
which  he  continued  for  many  years,  as  brakeman  on 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  road,  his  run 
being  between  Stroudsburg  and  Scranton,  and  by 
the  time  he  left  that  employ,  in  1885,  he  had  been 
promoted  to  conductor  of  his  train,  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  three  years.  For  the  first  four  years 
after  he  abandoned  railroading  he  was  engaged  in 
lumbering,  subsequently  following  the  contracting 
business  for  some  time  in  Stroudsburg,  and  for  one 
year  carrying  on  a livery  business  in  partnership 
with  Jesse  Ransberry.  In  1893  he  received  the 
United  States  mail  contract  between  Stroudsburg 
and  Dingmans,  running  the  route  for  two  years, 
when  he  sold  out  and  started  in  business  for  himself, 
opening"  the  saloon  and  restaurant  in  East  Strouds- 
burg which  he  continued  up  to  April,  1898.  He 
has  since  occupied  the  Joseph  Overfield  property 
(formerly  one  of  the  old  Coolbaugh  places)  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township,  which  he  has  pur- 
chased, and  his  house,  Known  as  the  “Lakeland 
House,”  is  worthy  of  special  mention,  being  one  of 
the  best  patronized  of  the  many  summer  resorts 
which  are  scattered  over  Middle  Smithfield.  It  is 
thoroughly  equipped  for  the  purpose  to  which  it 
has  been  turned,  being  provided  with  every  modern 
improvement  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
the  guests,  and  the  rooms,  all  large  and  airy,  have 
been  recently  refurnished  and  decorated  bv  the  en- 
terprising proprietor,  who  has  spared  neither  pains 
nor  expense  to  make  “Lakeland  House”  a resting- 
place  to  be  rmembered  by  those  who  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  even  a brief  sojourn  there. 

The  house  faces  Coolbaugh  Lake,  which  is  on 
the  farm,  and  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  Milford 
road,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  drives  in  Monroe 
county,  between  Delaware  Water  Gap  and  Bush- 
kill,  within  easy  driving  distance  of  Hygiene  Park, 
Trees  Park,  Bushkill  Falls,  Dingmans,  Lake  View, 
the  Water  Gap,  and  many  other  famous  sights  in 
the  Delaware  Valley,  which  nowhere  affords  such 
attractive  scenery  as  may  be  found  in  Monroe  coun- 
ty. A telephone  in  the  house,  with  church  and  post- 
office  near  by,  well-shaded  lawns  laid  out  for  croquet, 
tennis  and  other  sports,  charming  walks,  good  fish- 
ing, especially  in  June  and  September  (and  in  wint- 
er, on  the  ice),  and  boating  are  some  of  the  numer- 
ous allurements  held  out  to  those  who  wish  to  spend 
the  summer  season  in  delightful  recreation  or  to 
those  in  broken  health  who  wish  to  recuperate  in  a 
region  beautiful  as  it  is  healthful.  “Lakeland  House” 
has  accommodations  for  about  sixty-five  guests,  and 
the  farm  and  good-sized  dairy,  which  Mr.  Van  Why 
runs  in  connection,  supply  them  with  all  the  ne- 
cessities and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  the  table,  the 
host  and  his  wife  seeing  to  it  that  an  abundance 
of  good  food,  well  cooked,  is  always  provided. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  ease  with  which  this 
charming  locality  may  be  reached  from  the  large 
cities  has  also  much  to  do  with  its  popularity,  for 
trains  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
road  run  directly  from  New  York  and  on  the 


Pennsylvania  road  from  Philadelphia  to  Strouds- 
burg, and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Why  number  many 
residents  of  those  cities  among  their  patrons,  whom 
they  endeavor  to  entertain  after  the  most  hearty 
fashion. 

In  1879  Mr.  Van  Why  wedded  Miss  Annie 
Long,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah 
Long  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  respected  old  fam- 
ilies of  Stroudsburg,  and  the  young  couple  made 
their  home  in  East  Stroudsburg,  where  Mr.  Van 
Why  purchased  a dwelling,  which  he  still  owns. 
He  made  a number  of  changes  in  the  place  during  his 
residence  there,  and  there  they  remained  until  their 
removal  to  the  farm  in  the  spring  of  1898.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Van  Why  have  had  two  children,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Stroudsburg — Melvin  in  1883,. 
Foster  in  1893.  The  eldest  is  now  attending  school 
in  Stroudsburg.  The  family  attended  the  M.  E. 
Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  our  subject  was 
brought  up,  his  parents  having  been  earnest  mem- 
bers of  that  denomination.  Politically  he  has  been 
a lifelong  Democrat,  and  from  early  manhood  a 
zealous  worker  in  the  interests  of  his  party ; he  has 
served  several  terms  as  judge  of  election  and  in 
1891  was  honored  with  election  to  the  council  of 
East  Stroudsburg,  of  which  he  was  a member  for 
three  years.  He  is  regarded  by  all  as  one  of  the 
most  wide-awake  business  men  and  progressive  cit- 
izens of  Middle  Smithfield  township,  and  he  is  pop- 
ular with  those  who  share  his  hospitality,  and  is  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him. 

OLIVER  F.  BOWEN,  one  of  the  most  relia- 
ble and  highly  respected  agriculturists  of  Scott 
township,  Wayne  county,  was  born  June  8,  1847, 
in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  of 
which  county  his  grandfather,  Oliver  Bowen,  Sr., 
was  an  early  settler.  His  father,  William  M.  Bowen, 
was  there  born,  in  1821  ; he  married  Miss  Sallie 
Washburn,  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  a daughter 
of  Stephen  Washburn,  who  was  also  born  in  the 
Nutmeg  State.  They  became  the  parents  of  chil- 
dren as  follows:  William  B.,  who  was  a Union  sol- 
dier during  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a resident  of 
Buckingham  township,  Wayne  county;  Oliver  F., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Horace  B.,  of  Niagara 
Falls,  N.  Y. ; Polly  Ann,  wife  of  S.  J.  Quick,  of 
Windsor,  N.  Y. ; jane  (deceased);  Nathan  L.,  of 
Sherman,  Penn. ; and  Rose,  wife  of  J.  M.  Quick. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1894,  but  the 
father  is  still  living  upon  the  old  home  farm  in  Scott 
township,  honored  and  esteemed  by  the  entire  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Bowen,  whose  name  introduces  this  review, 
spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  much  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  and  in  connection 
with  agricultural  pursuits  he  also  became  familiar 
with  lumbering  in  its  various  departments.  He  is 
one  of  the  few  remaining  pilots  or  raft  steersmen, 
and  at  an  early  day  was  well  and  favorably  known 
among  the  lumbermen  along  the  Delaware  river. 
The  first  home  of  his  own  was  a small  farm  on  the 
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road  leading  from  Starrucca  to  Hales  Eddy,  N.  Y., 
and  he  afterward  purchased  an  adjoining  farm, 
known  as  the  Martin  Gardiner  farm,  making  in  all 
1 86  acres  of  fertile  and  productive  land,  which  he 
has  improved  with  good  and  substantial  buildings. 

In  1865  Mr.  Bowen  was  married  to  Miss  Lou- 
isa Hobbs,  of  Benton  township,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn., 
a daughter  of  Alanson  and  Irena  Hobbs,  both  now 
deceased.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bowen,  two  died  in  infancy,  and  three  when 
nearly  grown,  while  those  still  living  are  Mary, 
wife  of  E.  Henderson,  of  Starrucca,  Wayne  coun- 
ty ; and  Elsie  L. 

In  the  community  Mr.  Bowen  is  a recognized 
leader  in  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  often  rep- 
resented Scott  township  in  the  county  conventions 
of  his  party.  As  a public-spirited,  progressive  citi- 
zen, he  is  willing  to  aid  all  movements  for  the  good 
of  the  community,  and  has  accordingly  been  fre- 
quently elected  to  public  positions  of  honor  and  trust, 
being  at  present  a member  of  the  board  of  school  di- 
rectors. He  is  a practical,  intelligent  farmer, 
and  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  township,  hav- 
ing the  respect  and  esteem  of  all. 

BROWN  SMITH  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county, 
where  he  has  for  many  years  been  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  agriculture  and  dairying,  and  he  is 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides,  active  in  its  religious,  social  and 
political  circles  and  an  exemplary  citizen  in  every 
respect. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a great-grandson  of  Adam  Smith, 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Smithfield  township,  a 
native  of  Germany,  who  after  coming  to  this  coun- 
try located  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  purchasing 
extensive  tracts  of  land  in  Smithfield,  where  he 
made  a permanent  home  on  the  farm  which  has  de- 
scended through  successive  generations  to  his  great- 
grandson,  Brown  Smith.  Lie  made  various  improve- 
ments and  erected  buildings  on  different  parts  of 
his  land,  which  upon  his  death  became  the  property 
of  his  son  Christian,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

Christian  Smith  married  Margaret  Stiner,  and 
they  reared  a family  of  eight  children,  three  sons 
and  five  daughters,  namely:  Sallie,  Charles,  Mar- 
garet, Mary  A.,  Lavina,  Daniel,  David  and  Han- 
nah. Of  these  Sallie  became  the  wife  of  John  Ace, 
of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  by  whom  she  had 
two  children — LYias  and  Lavina;  the  son  is  still 
a resident  of  Susquehanna  county.  Charles  Smith 
married  Miss  Julia  A.  Workhauser,  and  they  set- 
tled in  Smithfield,  where  they  both  died ; they  left 
four  children — Samuel,  Valentine,  Frank  (who  is 
married  and  lives  in  East  Stroudsburg)  and  Ella 
(Mrs.  Frank  Transue,  of  Scranton,  Penn.).  Mar- 
garet is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Tribell,  of  Susquehanna 
county,  and  they  have  four  children — Frank,  La- 
vina (Mrs.  Wesley  Jenning),  Otto  and  Hester 
(Mrs.  Van  Yoe).  Mary  A.  married  A.  Miles  Bush, 
of  Shawnee,  and  she  and  her  husband  have  both 


passed  away ; they  left  a family  of  five  children — 
Mary  (Mrs.  Christian  Cover,  of  Smithfield)  ; Gaine, 
who  is  married  and  residing  in  Smithfield;  Martha, 
wife  of  Henry  Eilenburger,  of  East  Stroudsburg; 
Maggie,  Mrs.  Eugent  Heller,  of  Smithfield;  and 
Frank,  unmarried,  who  lives  in  East  Stroudsburg. 
Lavina  Smith  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Keller, 'of 
Cherry  Valley,  Penn.  Daniel  died  on  the  Smith 
homestead  in  early  manhood. 

David  Smith,  the  father  of  the  subject  proper' 
of  these  lines,  was  born  in  1830,  one-half  mile  east 
of  Stroudsburg,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  Smith 
homestead.  During  his  boyhood  he  attended  the 
public  schools,  where  he  received  all  his  education, 
and  he  was  engaged  in  helping  his  father  on  the 
home  farm  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  1854, 
to  Miss  Sarah  P.  Brown,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane 
Brown,  who  is  also  a descendant  of  one  of  the  old 
pioneer  families  of  the  township.  The  young  cou- 
ple took  up  their  residence  in  Stroud  township, 
where  Mr.  Smith  followed  agricultural  pursuits  for 
five  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  purchasing  a farm 
at  Brodheadsville,  in  Monroe  county,  upon  which  he 
remained  four  years.  Selling  this  property,  he  re- 
turned to  Smithfield  and  bought  the  old  home  place 
of  his  father,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  for  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  dying  there  in  March,  1891. 
He  devoted  all  his  time  to  the  work  upon  the  farm, 
making  many  changes  which  added  to  its  material 
value  and  greatly  improved  its  appearance,  and  at 
his  death  the  place  was  under  a fine  state  of  culti- 
vation and  good  order,  neatness  in  every  detail  being 
one  of  the  characteristic  features  about  the  Smith 
farm.  He  cleared  about  twenty-five  acres  of  the  land, 
and  put  up  a good  two-story  dwelling  and  various 
outbuildings,  all  except  the  large  barn,  which  was 
built  by  the  original  owner,  Adam  Smith.  Mr.  Smith 
was  a prosperous  farmer,  and  one  of  the  most  act- 
ive citizens  of  his  locality  during  his  lifetime,  taking 
a lively  interest  in  local  politics  and  church  matters, 
in  which  he  was  a zealous  and  influential  worker. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat  of  the  old  Jacksonian 
stripe,  as  were  his  father  and  grandfather  before 
him,  and  he  held  various  offices  of  importance  in  his 
township  with  the  same  fidelity  which  he  displayed 
in  every  trust.  He  was  a consistent  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  uniting  with  the  Society  at  Strouds- 
burg, where  lie  assisted  in  building  the  first  house 
of  worship,  aqd  he  was  always  an  energetic  worker 
in  religious  or  charitable  enterprises.  Llis  wife,  who 
survives  him,  is  also  a member  of  that  Church,  and 
she  has  all  her  life  been  a devoted  Christian  worker. 
Since  her  husband's  decease  she  has  made  her  home 
with  her  son  Brown,  who  was  the  only  child  born  to 
their  union. 

Brown  Smith  was  born  in  August,  1857,  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and  he  was  still  a 
child  when  his  parents  came  to  live  on  the  homestead 
where  he  has  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
He  attended  the  Stroudsburg  schools,  where  he  re- 
ceived a good  practical  education,  and  he  was  thor- 
oughly  trained  by  his  father  to  general  agriculture, 
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which  he  has  made  his  principal  vocation  in  life. 
The  farm  passed  into  his  possession  on  the  death 
of  his  father,  and  in  1893  he  built  the  handsome 
and  commodious  residence  which  he  and  his  wife 
now  occupy — a home  fitted  with  every  modern  im- 
provement and  convenience  for  comfort  and  utility. 
Mr.  Smith  has  no  acres  of  land,  on  which  are  five 
good  houses  and  all  the  outbuildings  which  the  up- 
to-date  farmer  considers  necessary  for  the  proper 
equipment  of  his  land.  The  property  is  conceded 
by  all  to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  Smithfield 
township,  and  the  present  owner  is  a worthy  suc- 
sessor  to  those  whoi  cultivated  the  place  before  him, 
for  he  is  progressive  and  energetic  in  all  his  work 
and  he  keeps  everything  in  the  best  order,  sparing 
no  pains  to  make  his  farm  equal  in  appearance  as 
well  as  productiveness  to  any  in  the  neighborhood. 
In  1886  he  commenced  the  dairy  business,  in  which 
he  has  since  continued,  and  he  keeps  a large  herd  of 
fine  dairy  cattle,  supplying  milk  and  cream  to  the 
markets  of  East  Stroudsburg. 

On  October  6,  1881,  Mr.  Smith  wedded  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Shook,  the  accomplished  daughter  of 
Abram  and  Elannah  Shook,  of  Elamilton  township, 
Monroe  county,  the  former  of  whom  is  deceased  ; 
the  mother  now  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Smith.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  always  made 
their  home  on  the  farm,  and  they  are  active  in  the 
social  and  church  life  of  the  neighborhood,  where 
they  are  held  by  all  in  the  highest  esteem.  They  at- 
tend the  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  they  are  zealous 
workers,  and  politically  Mr.  Smith  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  in  whose  wel- 
fare he  takes  a deep  interest.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Patriotic  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Amer- 
ica, and  of  Lodge  No.  446,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  East 
Stroudsburg;  his  father  was  also  a member  of  the 
last-named  fraternity,  uniting  with  the  lodge  at  Fort 
Penn.  Mr.  Smith  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best 
citizens  of  the  township,  and  he  is  highly  respected 
for  the  success  he  has  made  in  life  by  his  industry 
and  careful  management  and  for  the  uprightness  and 
honor  which  have  marked  his  intercourse  with  all. 

JOHN  CALLAHAN.  From  the  ranks  of  the 
leading  and  prominent  citizens  of  Coolbaugh  town- 
ship, Monroe  county— prominent  on  account  of 
what  he  has  done  in  the  business  world — there  is 
no  one  more  deserving  of  mention  in  a volume  of 
this  character  than  John  Callahan,  the  well-known 
proprietor  of  the  “Pocono  Heights  House.”  His 
business  interests  have  materially  promoted  the  wel- 
fare of  this  section  of  the  State,  and  he  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  and  progressive 
citizens  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Callahan  was  born  in  Coolbaugh  township, 
in  1844,  a son  of  Daniel  and  Catherine  (Galvin) 
Callahan.  The  father  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born 
in  County  Cork,  in  1813,  and  is  a son  of  Daniel  and 
Margaret  (Welsh)  Callahan,  who  were  also  natives 
of  the  Emerald  Isle  and  emigrated  to  America  in 
1827,  locating  first  in  New  York,  where  they  spent 


some  time.  On  coming  to  Monroe  county,  Penn., 
they  settled  in  Coolbaugh  township,  where  the 
grandfather  engaged  in  lumbering  for  many  years.' 
He  was  prominently  identified  with  public  affairs 
and  held  a number  of  local  offices.  He  died  very 
suddenly  in  Stroudsburg  in  the  interest  of  the  office 
of  tax  collector  which  he  was  then  filling  in  Cool- 
baugh township.  His  wife  survived  him  for  some 
time  and  passed  away  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years.  In  their  family  were  six  children,  all  born 
in  Ireland:  (1)  John  died  unmarried  at  the  age 

of  forty  years.  (2)  Jeremiah  wedded  Mary  Yet- 
ter,  of  Coolbaugh,  where  they  lived  for  some  time 
and  then  removed  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  and  later  to 
Chicago,  111.,  where  he  died.  His  children  were 
Thomas,  William , Daniel,  Abraham  and  J ohn,\yho  are 
still  residents  of  Chicago ; Mary ; Margaret,  who  is 
married  and  lives  in  the  West;  Julia,  who  is  a Sister 
in  one  of  the  Catholic  homes  in  the  West ; and  Eliza- 
beth, who  is  a Sister  m an  Indiana  home.  (3) 
Margaret  married  Daniel  Buckley,  also  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  both  died  in  Coolbaugh  township  some 
years  ago,  leaving  six  children,  namely : John ; 

Jeremiah;  William  and  James,  twins;  Catherine, 
wife  of  Jeremiah  Gripping,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn. ; 
and  Mary,  deceased.  (4)  Annie  married  Henry 
Long,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they  make  their  home 
in  Wayne  county.  Their  children  were  Richard; 
Daniel;  Henry;  Mrs.  Sarah  Burriss,  of  Wayne 
county;  Harriet,  wife  of  Edward  Barnes,  of  Fort 
Dodge,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Margaret  Jacks,  of  Iowa; 
Ellen,  also  a resident  of  Iowa;  Frank,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  lives  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.;  Jennie,  a 
resident  of  Wayne  county.  (5)  Ellen  married 
David  Burk,  and  located  in  Monroe  county,  near 
the  Wayne  county  line,  but  later  removed  to  Hor- 
nellsville,  N.  Y.,  where  both  died.  They  left  three 
children : John,  who  married  and  settled  in  Brad- 

ford county,  Penn.;  William,  who  located  in  New 
York;  and  Mary,  who  married  M.  McCarty,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  formerly  a resident  of  Monroe 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

Daniel  Callahan,  who  completes  the  family, 
received  the  greater  part  of  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  New  York,  and  on  reaching  manhood 
married  Catherine  Galvin,  a native  of  that  State 
and  a daughter  of  Jeremiah  Galvin,  of  New  York, 
who  spent  his  last  days  in  Coolbaugh  township. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Callahan  also  located  there 
and  throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  active  busi- 
ness life  followed  lumbering.  His  estimable  wife 
died  in  1866,  and  he  now  makes  his  home  in  Chi- 
cago at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Our  subject 
is  the  eldest  of  the  six  children  of  this  worthy 
couple,  all  born  in  Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe 
county.  (2)  Daniel,  born  in  1849,  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Coolbaugh  township,  and  later 
graduated  from  the  business  college  at  Pough- 
keepsie, N.  Y.  He  wedded  Miss  M.  Kintz,  of  Para- 
dise township,  Monroe  county,  and  located  at  Toby- 
hanna  Mills,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandising 
for  five  years.  There  his  wife  died  leaving  three 
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children — Clinton,  James  and  Mabel.  Later  he 
married  Jennie  Lois,  of  Delaware,  and  they  now 
•reside  in  Wilkes  Barre;  Penn.,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  business.  By  this  union  he  has  one  son,  Edgar 
Lee.  (3)  Margaret  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
New  York  and1  Scranton,  and  married  Frederick 
Goreman,  of  the  latter  place,  an  engineer  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  and  is 
now  living  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  They  have  two 
sons,  Fred  and  Ralph.  (4)  Mary  was  also  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  New  York  and  Scranton, 
and  married  Patrick  Cockran,  a business  man  of  the 
latter  place,  who  is  now  living  in  Chicago,  111.  To 
them  were  born  two  sons : Charles,  who^  died  in 

Chicago  in  early  manhood,  and  Edward,  who  is  still 
with  his  parents.  (5)  Catherine  married  John 
O'Donald,  of  Scranton,  and  they  also  make  their 
home  in  Chicago.  (6)  Ellen  married  Thomas 
O’Donald,  of  Scranton,  and  he  is  now  a street  car 
conductor  in  Chicago,  where  they  are  living.  They 
have  three  children. 

Reared  in  Coolbaugh  township,  John  Callahan 
received  a good  common  school  education  and  be- 
gan his  business  life  as  a lumberman.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  entered  the  Union  service  as  a member 
of  the  Second  Division  Construction  Corps,  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  under  W.  W.  Wright,  chief 
engineer,  and  was  with  Gen.  Sherman  on  his  famous 
march  to  the  Sea.  He  remained  in  the  service  as 
construction  boss  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  home. 
A written  testimonial  from  his  commanding  officer 
speaks  in  the  highest  praise  of  his  ability  and 
service  during  the  entire  term  of  his  enlistment. 
On  his  return  to  Coolbaugh  township  he  resumed 
lumbering,  and  in  1865  he  purchased  from  his 
father  his  present  home.  For  ten  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  and  in  merchandising 
at  Mt.  Pocono,  being  located  there  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  in  1875,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  re- 
turned to  his  farm.  In  1884  he  purchased  a tract 
of  timber  land  near  Gouldsboro,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
to  which  place  he  removed  his  family,  and  while  liv- 
ing there  also  followed  lumbering  and  merchan- 
dising. Selling  out  in  1892  he  returned  to  his 
place  in  Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe  county, 
erected  a fine  large  house,  and  now  entertains  city 
boarders  during  the  summer  months.  This  hand- 
some structure  is  one  of  the  many  beautiful  places 
in  the  Pocono  Mountains ; is  finished  throughout 
with  hard  wood ; is  supplied  with  every  modern 
convenience  for  the  comfort  of  his  guests,  and  is 
pleasantly  located  2,500  feet  above  sea  level. 

In  1875  Mr.  Callahan  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Matilda  Young,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Abbie  Young,  of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty. She  was  born  in  New  York,  in  1855,  but  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Monroe  county.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  have  two  sons:  William,  who 

was  born  in  Mt.  Pocono,  in  1S77,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Gouldsboro  and  Coolbaugh 
township;  and  John,  who  was  born  on  the  present 


homestead  of  the  family,  in  1879,  and  has  also  re- 
ceived a good  public-school  education.  In  his  po- 
litical affiliations  Mr.  Callahan  is  a Republican,  and 
he  has  most  efficiently  served  as  a school  director  ! 


allied 


in  Coolbaugh  township  for  several  terms.  His  aid 


is  never  withheld  from  any  enterprise  which  he  be- 
lieves calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit,  and  the  \ 
community  recognizes  in  him  one  of  its  most  valued 
and  useful  citizens! 

11 

SMITH  DORNBLAZER,  a well-known  resi- 
dent of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  I 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life, 
was  born  July  1,  1853,  on  the  farm  which  he  now 


carries  on,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  the  grand- 


son of  John  Dornblazer.  The  last  named  was  a 
native  of  Easton,  Penn.,  but  for  many  years  made 
his  home  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county, 
dying  at  Paradise  Yralley  at  a ripe  old  age.  He 
married  Polly  Lauvault,  who  was  also  born  in  Eas- 
ton, and  they  became  the  parents  of  children  as 
follows:  Hannah.  Betsy,  Peter,  John  and  Daniel. 

Daniel  Dornblazer  was  born  April  26,  1812,  in 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  When  twenty-five  years  of  age 


he  migrated  to  Wyoming  county,  a year  later  re- 


moving to  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  made  a permanent  settlement,  buying  a 
tract  of  fifty-seven  acres  of  land  in  its  primitive 
condition.  This  place — the  fine  farm  which  he  and 
his  son  Smith  now  occupy — was  all  cleared  and  im- 
proved by  his  industry  and  toil,  and  he  experienced 
all  the  privations  and  hardships  which  pioneers  are 
subjected  to.  During  the  first  part  of  his  residence 
here  he  carried  corn  on  his  back  to  Meehoopany  to 
have  it  ground.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  work 
of  converting  what  was  then  a wilderness  into  a 


beautiful  and  fertile  farming  country,  and  he  is 


highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him  for  his  indus- 
trious and  upright  life.  Daniel  Dornblazer  was  mar- 
ried, in  Wyoming  comity,  to  Miss  Rachel  Miller,  who 
was  born  January  9,  1814,  in  Hamilton  township. 
Monroe  county,  and  the  following  is  a brief  record 
of  their  family.  John  Nelson,  born  October  8, 
1835,  died  January  6,  1863,  while  serving  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war;  Edna,  born  August  10,  1839, 
married  Joseph  Ivlink,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
died  in  1885  ; George  W.,  born  November  28,  1841, 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Wyoming  county;  Naba 
Ann,  born  April  13,  1844,  married  Ivinley  Transue, 
and  died  in  1884;  Warren  M.,  born  December  1, 
1846,  is  a farmer  of  Centermoreland,  Wyoming 
county;  Jonas,  born  March  9,  1849,  died  hi  child- 
hood; Jane,  born  January  2,  1851,  died  August  21, 
1856;  Smith  is  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines; 
Harriet,  born  February  24,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  Levi 
Courtright,  a farmer  of  Russell  Hill,  Wyoming 
county.  The  mother  of  this  family  passed  away 
August  18,  1884.  Daniel  Dornblazer'gives  his  alle- 
giance to  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has  never 
been  an  active  politician. 


During  his  boyhood  Smith  Dornblazer  at- 
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tended  the  public  schools  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  home  farm,  obtaining  a good  practical 
education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  to 
work  for  neighboring  farmers  at  general  agricul- 
ture, to  which  he  had  been  trained  from  his  early 
years,  and  after  beginning  farming  on  his  own 
account  he  rented  farms  for  several  years.  After 
his  mother’s  death  he  returned  to  the  homestead, 
which  he  has  ever  since  conducted  for  his  father, 
who  makes  his  home  with  him,  and  in  addition  he 
cultivates  rented  land,  in  all  deriving  a good  in- 
come from  his  chosen  calling-.  Mr.  Dornblazer  has 
also  engaged  in  lumbering  in  the  township,  and  in 
the  winter  time  in  Luzerne  county,  and  in  addition 
to  farming  he  has  for  several  years  operated  a 
threshing  machine.  He  is  universally  known  as 
an  industrious,  worthy  citizen,  meriting  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow  men,  wherever  he 
goes. 

Mr.  Dornblazer  was  married  in  Auburn  town- 
ship to  Miss  Corinna  Cool,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 21,  1853,  daughter  of  G.  R.  and  Mary  (Stowe) 
Cool,  and  they  have  two  children,  Bessie,  born  June 
18,  1879,  and  Thomas  J.,  born  February  21,  1883, 
both  at  home.  Our  subject  is  a stanch  Republican 
in  political  belief. 

SHERMAN  O.  COSS,  proprietor  of  the 
“Mountain  Brook  House”  and  the  beautiful  farm  in 
Smithfield  township  on  which  it  is  located,  is  known 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  agriculturists  and 
business  men  of  this  part  of  Monroe  county,  and 
although  he  is  still  a young  man  he  is  entitled,  by 
reason  of  his  ability  and  achievements,  to  rank 
among  the  most  substantial  citizens  of  the  locality. 
He  has  developed  a knowledge  of  farming  and  a 
capacity  for  good  management  which  would  do 
credit  to  a man  with  years  of  experience  in  the  busi- 
ness world,  and  he  is  one  of  the  native-born  citi- 
zens of  Monroe  county  of  which  she  may  well  be 
proud. 

Mr.  Coss  was  born  in  June,  1866,  in  Middle 
Smithfield  township,  son  of  Daniel  and  grandson 
of  Samuel  Coss,  who  lived  and  died  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey.  Samuel  Coss  had  a family  of  four 
children : Oliver,  Elias,  Mary  and  Daniel,  of  whom 

Daniel  was  born  in  1830,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J., 
where  he  passed  his  youth  and  early  manhood.  He 
received  a good  education  in  the  public  schools,  and 
for  a number  of  years  was  engaged  in  the  teacher’s 
profession,  following  the  same  both  in  his  native 
State  and  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  whither  he 
came  in  1850,  locating  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship.' Mr.  Coss  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  dur- 
ing his  early  life,  and  he  followed  it  to  some  extent 
for  a number  of  years,  but  finally  settled  down  to 
agricultural  pursuits  on  the  land  he  had  purchased 
in  Middle  Smithfield,  clearing  out  a large  farm  upon 
which  he  resided  for  many  years.  After  the  pio- 
neer labor  of  cutting  off  the  lumber  and  putting  the 
soil  in  arable  condition  was  well  under  way  Mr. 
Coss  made  numerous  improvements  in  the  equip- 


ment and  beautifying  of  his  farm,  upon  which  he 
erected  a good  dwelling  and  barn  and  substantial 
outbuildings,  converting  the  place  into  one  of  the 
most  desirable  and  highly  improved  properties  of 
the  township.  He  made  his  home  there  until  1891, 
when  he  and  his  wife  took  up  their  residence  in  a 
home  he  had  purchased  in  Marshall’s  Creek,  where 
they  have  since  lived  retired.  Mr.  Coss  married 
Miss  Lizzie  Pifer,  and  four  children  were  born  to 
them,  namely : Della,  Ida,  Sherman  O.  and  Sey- 

mour D.  Della  was  born  in  1862,  received  a 
thorough  elementary  and  collegiate  education,  and 
for  several  years  taught  school  successfully  in  Mon- 
roe county ; she  is  now  the  wife  of  George  A.  Bush, 
of  Smithfield,  and  they  make  their  home  in  Wilkes 
Barre,  Penn.,  where  Mr.  Bush  has  been  in  the 
employ  of  the  United  States  Express  Co.  for 
twelve  years ; they  have  no  children.  Ida  attended 
the  public  schools  and  took  her  high  school  course 
in  Philadelphia,  where  she  graduated,  subsequently 
engaging  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools  for  sev- 
eral terms  ; she  finally  took  up  stenography,  in  which 
she  became  very  proficient,  and  she  held  an  im- 
portant position  in  a wholesale  house  in  Philadel- 
phia, where  she  was  taken  sick  and  died  in  1887. 
Seymour  D.  Coss  is  a graduate  of  the  Kutztown 
(Penn.)  State  Normal  School  and  the  Wilkes  Barre 
Business  College,  and  has  been  engaged  in  teaching 
in  Monroe  county  for  the  past  ten  years,  acquiring 
an  enviable  reputation  as  a competent  and  success- 
ful instructor ; he  is  unmarried,  and  resides  with  his 
parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Coss  have  always 
been  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
whose  support  and  work  they  have  taken  an  active 
interest.  They  labored  faithfully  for  many  years 
to  provide  a comfortable  home  for  their  family,  and 
they  are  now  living  in  peaceful  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  their  early  toil,  respected  and  honored  by 
their  many  friends  and  neighbors  in  Marshall’s 
Creek  and  throughout  the  locality. 

In  his  early  boyhood  Sherman  O.  Coss  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Smithfield  township, 
later  studying  the  higher  branches  in  the  select 
schools  of  Stroudsburg,  and  like  the  other  members 
of  his  family  he  took  up  teaching,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  for  a few  terms  in  Monroe  county.  In 
1890  Mr.  Coss  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  Kaul, 
who  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  Monroe  county,  and  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and 
Mary  Kaul,  prominent  residents  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, and  for  several  years  the  young  couple  made 
their  home  on  one  of  his  father’s  farms,  where  he 
carried  on  general  farming.  In  1894  Mr.  Coss  pur- 
chased the  Lewis  Kaul  homestead,  the  farm  upon 
which  he  has  since  lived,  a valuable  tract,  contain- 
ing 120  acres  of  fertile  farm  land,  well  cultivated 
and  highly  improved  in  every  way,  with  a fine 
dwelling  house  and  large,  convenient  outbuildings. 
This  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the 
township,  well  kept  up  in  every  respect,  and  for 
neatness  is  one  of  the  characteristic  features  of  Mr. 
Coss’  home  and  surroundings.  He  has  met  with 
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encouraging  success  in  his  farm  work,  in  which  he 
has  displayed  good  judgment  and  a faculty  for 
managing  possessed  by  few,  even  of  wide  experi- 
ence. In  addition  to  cultivating  his  large  farm  he 
has  for  the  past  ten  years  been  extensively  engaged 
in  handling  farm  implements  and  vehicles  of  all 
sorts,  engines,  threshers,  cleaners,  mowers,  reapers, 
binders,  wagons,  buggies,  etc.,  Courtland  goods  for 
the  most  part,  which  are  well  known  all  over  the 
United  States. 

For  the  past  few  years  Mr.  Coss  has  opened 
his  commodious  home  during  the  summer  season 
to  guests  from  various  places  seeking  rest  and  recre- 
ation in  this,  the  most  beautiful  and  healthy  locality 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  heart  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  mountain  region,  1,200  feet  above  tide- 
water. This  part  of  Monroe  county  is  noted  far 
and  wide  for  its  beauty  and  picturesque  grandeur, 
and  “Mountain  Brook  House,’’  near  the  famous 
Marshall’s  Creek  falls,  is  charmingly  situated,  the 
surrounding  scenery  being  generally  considered  the 
most  attractive  even  in  this  locality  of  numerous  and 
varied  attractions.  The  air  is  pure  and  dry,  malaria 
is  unknown,  there  is  an  abundance  of  pure  spring 
water,  and  numerous  other  natural  allurements  to 
those  in  search  of  health,  with  many  well-known 
points  of  interest  within  easy  reach — the  mountains, 
Water  Gap,  Wind  Gap,  the  Delaware  Valley — for 
pleasure  seekers  in  their  walks  or  drives.  The 
rooms  in  the  house  are  large  and  provided  with 
every  modern  convenience,  well  lighted  and  venti- 
lated, and  newly  furnished  by  Mr.  Coss,  who  looks 
to  the  comfort  of  his  guests  in  a most  hospitable 
manner  and  leaves  nothing  undone  which  will  add 
to  their  material  enjoyment  during  their  sojourn 
under  his  roof.  The  table  is  abundantly  supplied 
with  the  best  of  everything  from  the  city  and  local 
markets,  the  fruits  and  vegetables  coming  from  the 
farm.  All  trains  from  New  York  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  road  and  from  Philadelphia 
on  the  Susquehanna  line  stop  at  Delaware  Water 
Gap,  Minsi  and  Stroudsburg,  towns  within  easy 
driving  distance,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  ease 
with  which  this  region  may  be  reached  from  the 
large  cities  has  added  greatly  to  its  popularity.  Mr. 
Coss  furnishes  horses  and  carriages  to  those  of  his 
guests  who  desire  them,  and  “Mountain  Brook 
House’’  is  well  patronized  by  persons  who  desire 
a comfortable  and  quiet  retreat  where  they  can  also 
secure  the  best  accommodations. 

Mr.  Coss’  first  wife  died  in  April,  1894,  leav- 
ing two  children — Harland,  who  was  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1892,  and  Laura  E.,  born  in  January,  1894. 
In  February,  1897,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage Avith  Miss  Anna  Dunn,  of  Stroudsburg,  the 
daughter  of  Dexter  Dunn,  who  was  for  many  years 
a contractor  on  the  DelaAvare,  Lackawanna  & West- 
ern road,  continuing  in  that  employ  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death;  Mrs.  Dunn  is  still  a resident  of 
Stroudsburg.  The  second  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  son,  Richard  D.  In  religious  connection 
Mr.  Coss  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 


Church  at  Craig's  Aleadows.  Politically  he  has 
been  a lifelong  Democrat,  but  he  takes  no  part  in 
public  affairs  except  as  a voter. 

CHARLES  E.  SMITH.  Wayne  county  has 
many  thorough-going  and  enterprising  business 
men  who  have  attained  success  through  individual 
effort,  and  are  to-day  numbered  among  its  well-to- 
do  citizens.  Among  this  number  is  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Dreher  township,  who  is  interested  in  several  lines 
of  business.  He  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  in 
South  Sterling,  December  15,  1855,  and  is  a son  of 
Louis  R.  and  Christina  (Baillie)  Smith,  well-known 
farming  people,  who  are  now  living  retired  in  New- 
foundland, Wayne  county.  The  father  was  born 
in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  Penn.,  Decem- 
ber 16,  1832,  the  mother  in  Manchester,  England, 
September  11,  1835.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of 
their  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : Horace 

A. ,  Louis  B.,  Ernest  E.,  George  A.,  Hugh  B.,  David 

B.  (More  extended  mention  is  made  of  this  family 
in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  David  B.  Smith  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.) 

Charles  E.  Smith  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  began  driving 
a stage  between  South  Sterling  and  Moscow,  Penn., 
following  that  occupation  for  three  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  again  took  up  farming  upon  his 
father’s  place,  remaining  Avith  his  parents  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  on  his  oavh  account 
he  took  charge  of  a mail  line  between  Stoddardsville 
and  Gouldsboro,  Penn.,  and  conducted  the  same  for 
a year  and  a half.  He  then  went  to  Muscoda,  Grant 
Co.,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  railroad  work  and 
clerking  in  a hotel  for  three  years.  On  his  return 
to  Wayne  county  he  folloAved  the  butcher  business 
for  seven  years,  and  has  recently  again  taken  up 
that  business.  He  is  also  a life  and  fire  insurance 
agent,  buys  and  sells  cattle  and  horses,  and  as  an 
auctioneer  has  sold  all  kinds  of  goods  in  different 
parts  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  past  ten  years.  In 
January,  1896,  he  located  upon  his  present  farm  of 
seventy-six  acres  in  Dreher  tOAvnship,  and  has  since 
successfully  operated  the  same  in  connection  with 
his  other  business. 

In  Grant  county,  Wis.,  Mr.  Smith  Avas  married, 
September  26,  1881,  to  Miss  Theressa  Stark,  by 
whom  he  has  four  children,  namely:  Harry  E., 

Charles,  Hazel  and  Mabel.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born 
in  Austria,  October  12,  1856,  and  is  a daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Barbara  (Yuza)  Stark,  also  natives  of 
that  country,  the  former  of  German,  and  the  latter 
of  Bohemian  extraction.  In  September,  1857,  they 
emigrated  to  America  and  first  located  in  IoAva 
county,  Wis.,  Avhere  the  father  engaged  in  farming, 
but  later  they  moved  to  Clear  Lake,  Iowa,  and  there 
the  mother  died  in  1868,  aged  forty-five  years.  The 
father,  who  was  born  in  June,  1827,  is  still  living 
and  110AV  makes  his  home  upon  a farm  in  Grant 
county,  Wis.  By  his  first  marriag’e  he  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Joseph,  a farmer  of  Muscoda; 

Van,  deceased;  Frank,  a farmer  of  Richland  Cen- 
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ter,  Wis. ; John,  a resident  of  Wisconsin;  Theressa, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Thomas;  Frederick;  Jacob; 
Edward ; and  Anthony  and  Elizabeth,  twins.  The 
father  had  no  children  by  his  second  and  third 
unions.  His  father,  Joseph  Stark,  was  a native  of 
Germany,  but  died  in  Austria. 

Being  an  accomplished  violinist,  Mr.  Smith  has 
often  been  employed  to  play  for  balls  and  other 
entertainments.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Patriotic  Order 
Sons  of  America,  and  the  American  Protective  As- 
sociation, and  politically  he  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  For  four  years  he  capably  filled 
the  office  of  township  auditor,  and  he  has  always 
been  found  true  and  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed 
in  him,  whether  in  public  or  private  life. 

JOHN  LENZ.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find 
a more  attractive  building  site,  even  in  this  pictur- 
esque region,  than  that  occupied  by  the  “Lamont 
Hotel,”  at  Tracyville,  Wayne  county,  now  conducted 
by  the  subject  of  this  biography.  Situated  upon 
an  eminence,  it  commands  a fine  view  of  the  Lacka- 
waxen  river  and  a wide  stretch  of  country,  includ- 
ing the  western  part  of  the  City  of  Honesdale. 
The  Erie  depot  at  Honesdale  is  conveniently  located 
near  by,  and  the  house  itself  is  commodious  and 
well-arranged,  containing  every  modern  improve- 
ment. The  genial  proprietor  is  a man  who  is  held 
in  high  esteem  among  all  his  associates,  and  al- 
though he  has  not  long  been  a resident  of  the 
locality  he  has  already  made  a host  of  friends. 

Mr.  Lenz  is  of  German  birth  and  ancestry  and 
his  parents,  John  and  Frances  (Kroll)  Lenz,  were 
lifelong  residents  of  the  Fatherland,  his  father  fol- 
lowing the  mason's  trade  there  for  many  years. 
When  our  subject  was  one  year  old  his  mother  died 
and  the  father  married  a second  wife,  named  Fran- 
ces Michaels,  and  after  her  death  he  formed  a third 
matrimonial  union,  this  time  with  Lorena  Clom. 
To  the  first  marriage  there  were  born  two  chil- 
dren— Bertha,  who  died  in  Germany  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years,  and  our  subject,  who  is  mentioned 
more  fully  farther  on.  There  were  no  children 
born  to  the  second  union,  but  to  the  third  there  were 
five,  namely : Clemens  is  a resident  of  Germany ; 

Clarissa  married  William  Life,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
Joseph  came  in  early  manhood  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  married  and  engaged  in  business  as  a 
baker;  John  died  in  Germany  in  childhood;  and 
William,  a baker  by  trade,  is  unmarried  and  resides 
in  New  York. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1853,  in  Westphalia, 
Germany,  and  after  the  death  of  his  mother  was 
taken  by  his  grandfather,  Christian  Lenz,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
He  received  a good  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  land,  and  later  he  learned  the  mason’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  there  for  some  years.  Having- 
determined  to  make  his  home  in  America,  he  saved 
his  earnings,  this  process  involving  much  self- 
denial,  and  in  1873  he  took  passage  in  a steamer 
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for  New  York,  where  he  ianded  with  but  a small 
sum  of  money  in  his  pocket.  Work  at  his  trade 
was  not  readily  obtainable,  but  with  characteristic 
energy  and  pluck  he  took  the  first  opening  and 
learned  the  baker’s  trade  with  Henry  Laboit,  re- 
maining four  years.  In  1878,  having  become 
acquainted  with  the  language  as  well  as  the  new 
trade,  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  so  well  did  he  succeed 
that  in  1884  he  bought  a piece  of  property  at  No. 
92  Braman  street,  in  that  city,  where  he  continued 
his  business  successfully  until  July,  1893.  During 
the  previous  year  he  had  had  an  attack  of  rheuma- 
tism and  as  he  did  not  recover  entirely  he  decided 
to  try  a change  of  climate,  his  choice  of  a new  home 
falling  upon  this  section.  Disposing  of  his  property 
in  Brooklyn,  he  purchased  his  present  hotel  and  the 
result  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  his  judgment,  as 
he  and  his  worthy  wife  quickly  gained  the  favor 
and  esteem  of  the  traveling  public  by  their  excellent 
management.  Mr.  Lenz  is  an  Independent  in  poli- 
tics, and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a Catholic,  and  he 
his  family  being  prominent  members  of  the  Hones- 
dale parish.  During  his  long  residence  in  Brook- 
lyn he  joined  the  Boss  Bakers’  Society  of  that  city, 
and  he  is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
Lodge  No.  2288,  at  Honesdale. 

In  April,  1877,  our  subject  was  married  to  his 
first  wife,  Miss  Mary  Sherger,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
a native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  this  country  when 
sixteen  years  old.  She  died  in  Brooklyn,  in  1881, 
and  in  the  same  year  he  married  Miss  Catherine 
Shelling,  of  that  city,  whose  parents,  Conrad  and 
Margaret  Shelling,  natives  of  Germany,  resided  for 
many  years  in  Brooklyn,  but  removed  in  1893  to 
Honesdale.  By  his  first  marriage  our  subject  had 
three  children : John,  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn 

in  April,  1878,  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years ; An- 
tine,  born  in  Brooklyn  in  1879,  attended  the  schools 
of  Brooklyn  and  Honesdale,  receiving  a good  clas- 
sical and  musical  education,  and  has  now  entered 
upon  a promising  career  as  a photographer  at 
Honesdale;  William,  born  in  Brooklyn  in  1881,  died 
when  four  months  old.  By  his  second  union  our 
subject  has  one  daughter,  Anna,  born  in  Brooklyn 
in  July,  1882,  who'  is  now  attending  school  in 
Honesdale. 

CHARLES  TAYLOR,  who  owns  and  operates 
a well-improved  farm  in  Herrick  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  a native  of  that  county,  born  in 
Gibson  township,  September  11,  1840,  and  is  a son 
of  William  and  Mary  E.  (Kelly)  Taylor,  who  were 
also  born  in  Susquehanna  county.  The  father  died 
in  New  York  State,  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years,  and  was  buried  there,  but  the  mother  is 
still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  now 
makes  her  home  with  a son  in  Gibson  township. 
In  their  family  were  eleven  children,  namely:  John 
F.,  now  a contractor  and  builder  of  Scranton, 
Penn.;  Sarah  J.,  deceased;  Charles,  our  subject; 
Josiah,  a farmer  of  Gibson  township;  Freeman,  a 
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railroad  man ; Leslie,  deceased ; Lafayette,  a promi- 
nent and  wealthy  merchant  and  lumberman  of  Ohio ; 
L.  Eugene,  foreman  of  a coal  breaker  at  Scranton ; 
William,  a carpenter  residing  in  Kansas;  Volena, 
a resident  of  Ohio ; and  W esley,  who  died  in 
Texas. 

Charles  Taylor  remained  with  his  parents  until 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  then  worked  as  a farm 
hand  until  his  marriage.  On  September  19,  1871, 
in  Thompson,  Susquehanna  county,  he  wedded  Miss 
Frances  P.  Chandler,  a native  of  the  county,  born 
in  Clifford  township,  January  16,  1845,  and  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Arminda  M.  (Lewis) 
Chandler,  also  natives  of  Susquehanna  county. 

During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Taylor  manifested 
his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  Gibson  township,  in 
1862,  for  nine  months,  as  a member  of  Company  C, 
151st  P.  V.  L,  which  was  first  commanded  by  Capt. 
Crandall  and  later  by  Capt.  Jameson.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  was  with  his 
regiment  until  taken  ill  and  sent  to  the  brigade  hos- 
pital, where  he  remained  one  month.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  rejoined  his  company  and  was  in 
the  service  until  his  term  of  enlistment  expired. 
For  three  years  after  his  return  home  he  was  un- 
fitted for  work  and  has  never  regained  his  former 
health.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  purchased 
a farm  on  East  Mountain,  Gibson  township,  in 
company  with  his  brother  Josiah,  to  whom  he  sold 
his  interest  five  years  later.  He  then  bought  his 
present  farm,  upon  which  he  has  since  lived  with 
the  exception  of  five  years  spent  in  retirement  from 
active  labor  in  Forest  City,  Penn.  In  1896  he  re- 
turned to  his  farm  and  has  since  devoted  his  time 
and  attention  to  its  cultivation.  Besides  this  fine 
farm  of  106  acres,  he  owns  property  in  Forest  City. 
Politically,  he  is  identified  with  the  Peoples  party. 
He  and  his  wife  have  a good  library,  are  fond  of 
literature,  and  keep  well  informed  on  current 
events. 

JOSEPH  BUCHANAN,  who  for  many  years 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  was 
born  October  19,  1843,  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
a son  of  James  A.  Buchanan,  who  was  also  born  in 
Luzerne  county,  of  Scotch  parentage,  while  his 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lorinda 
Reynolds,  was  a native  of  Brooklyn  township,  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Coming  to  Wayne  county,  the  father  made  his 
home  in  Preston  township  until  called  from  this  life 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  having  enlisted  at  the 
beginning  of  that  struggle  in  the  56th  Pennsylvania 
Reserves.  Politically  he  was  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  while  religiously  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  Preston  Centre  Baptist  Church. 
Flis  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying  in  1895. 
In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  the  fol- 
lowing children : Israel,  who  enlisted  in  Company 

A,  56th  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and  died  in  a hos- 


pital at  Philadelphia;  Henry,  who  was  wounded 
while  serving  in  the  same  company,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county;  Jos- 
eph, the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Hiram,  who  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  while  aiding 
in  defense  of  the  Union ; Elizabeth,  who  married 
Hugh  Sampson,  and  died  in  1896;  and  William 
and  Daniel,  both  residents  of  Preston. 

Joseph  Buchanan  was  twelve  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
from  Luzerne  county  to  Preston,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  gained  the  rudiments 
of  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He,  too, 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  entering  the  service  in  1861 
and  remaining  at  the  front  until  hostilites  ceased, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  July,  1865. 
He  participated  in  many  important  engagements, 
including  the  battles  of  Rappahannock  Station, 
Sulphur  Sprngs,  Gainesville,  Groveton,  second  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  first 
and  second  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Gettysburg,  the  Wilderness  and  Hatcher’s 
Run.  After  the  war  Mr.  Buchanan  first  located 
in  Preston  township,  Wayne  conuty,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Scott  township,  where  he  still  continues 
to  reside,  his  farm  being  situated  on  one  of  the 
main  thoroughfares  of  the  township,  three  miles 
from  Sherman  and  four  miles  from  Starrucca,  on 
the  Jefferson  branch  of  the  Erie  railroad.  He  has 
about  seventy-five  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
which  yields  bountiful  harvests  in  return  for  the 
labor  bestowed  upon  it,  and  he  also  owns  118  acres 
of  woodland. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Buchanan 
married  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Henry  Cobb, 
of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.  After  the  death  of  this 
wife  Mr.  Buchanan  was  again  married,  on  Octo- 
ber 19,  1882,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Clarissa  (Howe)  Brown,  widow  of  George  Brown, 
by  whom  she  had  two  children : Angie  and  George 

Walter  Brown.  Mrs.  Buchanan  is  the  daughter 
of  Edward  Howe,  of  Susquehanna  county,  who  was 
a soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  By  his  second  marriage 
our  subject  has  two  children:  Lorinda  and  Lyddy 
Jane. 

Politically  Mr.  Buchanan  is  an  uncompromis- 
ing Republican ; socially  he  affiliates  with  the  Grand 
Army  Post  No.  373,  of  Starrucca.  In  religious  be- 
lief both  he  and  his  wife  are  Methodists  and  in  the 
social  circles  of’  the  community  they  occupy  an 
enviable  position,  being  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  know  them 

THOMAS  J.  KETCHAM,  a highly-esteemed 
citizen  of  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  has  for  thirty 
years  been  a trusted  employe  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
Co.,  holding  the  responsible  position  of  engineer 
the  greater  part  of  that  time. 

The  first  of  the  Ivetcham  family  of  whom  we 
have  an  authentic  record  was  Timothy  Ivetcham 
(great-grandfather  of  our  subject),  who  was  born 
in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  January  10,  1743,  and 
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(here  spent  his  entire  life  as  a farmer,  dying  in  that 
county,  December  2,  1814.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Anna  Griffin,  was  born  November 
28,  1744,  and  died  March  9,  1793.  Their  son,  John 
Ketcham,  was  born  near  Cold  Springs,  Westches- 
ter county,  November  12,  1777,  and  died  November 
12,  1844.  He  wedded  Olive  Horton,  also  a native  of 
Westchester  county,  who  was  born  March  4,  1767, 
and  died  June  30,  1837.  After  their  marriage  they 
removed  to  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged 
quite  extensively  in  lumbering. 

The  next  in  direct  descent  is  Timothy  H. 
Ketcham  (the  father  of  our  subject),  who  was  born 
at  Mt.  Hope,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  December  18, 
1808,  and  died  November  17,  1838.  By  trade  he  was 
a carriage  manufacturer,  and  he  continued  to  follow 
that  occupation  throughout  life.  He  married  Anna 
Murrey,  who  was  born  June  20,  1808,  and  died  Au- 
gust 18,  1876.  Her  parents,  George  and  Esther 
(Shultze)  Murrey,  were  pioneers  of  Orange  county. 
To  Timothy  H.  and  Anna  (Murrey)  Ketcham 
were  born  the  following  children : Sephona  J.,  born 
September  27,  1835,  died  at  the  age  of  eight  vears, 
two  months  and  five  days ; Elizabeth,  born  June 
28,  1836,  died  in  infancy;  William  W.,  born  Sep- 
tember 11,  1837,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years,  six 
months  and  sixteen  days;  Amanda  M.,  born  Sep- 
tember 23,  1838,  died  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  April 
20,  1882;  Charles  F.,  born  November  27,  1839,  mar- 
ried Delphine  Coleman,  now  deceased,  and  is  an 
expressman  residing  at  Montgomery,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y. ; Thomas  J.,  born  February  12,  1841.  is  the 
subject  of  this  review;  Henry  E.,  born  March  7, 
1842,  married  Carrie  Compton,  of  Goshen,  N.  Y., 
and  was  a prominent  business  man  engaged  in  lith- 
ographic printing  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died 
April  26,  1893  ; John  A.,  born  October  27,  1843, 
married  Lydia  Van  Cisco,  now  deceased,  and  is  a 
street  commissioner  of  Goshen,  N.  Y. ; George  W., 
born  February  26,  1846,  is  living  in  Brooklyn,  where 
he  is  employed  as  an  engineer  on  the  elevated  road ; 
Clara  J.,  born  November  17,  1847.  *s  the  widow  of 
Charles  Anderson  and  a resident  of  Tristates.  N. 
Y. ; and  Ira  P.,  born  Marcn  26,  1851,  died  April 
9,  1851. 

Thomas  J.  Ketcham  was  born  in  Orange  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  at  the  early  age  of  nine  years  was 
obliged  to  provide  for  his  own  maintenance,  which 
he  did  by  assisting  the  farmers  in  the  neighborhood. 
Later  he  worked  in  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  and  from 
there  traveled  south  into  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  was  one 
of  the  very  first  to -offer  his  services  to  the  govern- 
ment, enlisting  April  17,  1861,  in  the  Wallkill 
Guards,  Company  D,  18th  N.  Y.  V.  I.  He  was  in 
many  hotly-contested  engagements,  among  the  more 
important  of  these  being  the  battles  of  Fairfax  Sta- 
tion, the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  the  Seven  Days 
battle,  Gaines  Mills,  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
Crampton’s  Gap,  Antietam,  Franklin's  Crossing  and 
Salem  Church.  He  served  as  provost  guard  at  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  and  was  once  slightly 


wounded.  He  received  an  honorable  discharge 
June  16,  1863,  and  returned  to  the  North.  He  also 
had  three  brothers  who  were  in  the  Union  service. 

On  November  27,  1863,  Mr.  Ketcham  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  McNerney,  who 
was  born  in  Cuddebackville,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  1,  1844,  a daughter  of  Anthony  and  Phoebe 
(Comfort)  McNerney.  Her  father  was  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  came  to  this  country  when  a young 
man ; the  mother  was  a native  of  Orange  county. 
Our  subject  and  wife  have  become  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  namely:  Eugene  H.,  born  March 

29,  1865,  died  January  8,  1868;  Eveline  M.,  born  in 
1866,  died  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  June  8,  1868; 
Thomas  J.,  born  December  3,  1872,  died  at  Louis- 
ville, Ivy.,  September  15,  1873;  Jennie  E.,  born 
February  13,  1868,  married  Jacob  Langton,  and  died 
at  Matamoras,  Penn.,  September  7,  1896;  Georgiana 
A.,  born  December  8,  1869,  is  the  wife  of  John  E. 
Myers,  a conductor  on  the  Erie  railroad,  residing 
at  Matamoras;  Henry  B.,  born  in  1875,  died  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  July  15,  1876;  Blanche  E.,  born 
June  11,  1878,  is  the  wife  of  Franklin  Blakeley,  of 
Little  Falls,  N.  J. ; and  Kate,  born  September  2, 
1881,  and  Jefferson  P.,  born  January  13,  1883,  are 
both  at  home. 

For  some  time  after  his  return  form  the  war 
Mr.  Ketcham  was  employed  by  a coal  company  at 
Plymouth,  Penn.,  but  in  1868  entered  the  service 
of  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  with  whom  he  has  since 
been  connected  with  the  exception  of  one  year  when 
he  ran  an  engine  on  the  Cincinnati  & Louisville  rail- 
road. He  began  his  railroad  career  as  brakeman, 
and  by  industry  and  perseverance  he  in  time  secured 
one  of  the  best  positions  on  the  road — that  of  en- 
gineer. Politically  he  is  a stanch  Republican,  and 
socially  is  a member  of  Carrol  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  having  joined  the  latter  fraternity 
at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  in  1867.  In  religious  faith 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  Methodists,  and  they  are 
held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  them. 

LLTKE  P.  RICHARDSON,  residence  Hawley, 
Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania. 

PATRICK  SCULLY.  Many  of  the  leading 
and  prominent  citizens  of  Wayne  county  are  of 
alien  birth,  and  have  transported  to  this  land  of 
fertility  and  plenty  the  thrifty  habits  of  their  native 
country.  Among  these  there  is  none  better  known 
or  more  highly  respected  than  Mr.  Scully,  who  is 
now  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  in 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county.  He  was  born  in 
Clonmell,  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  March  14, 
1830,  and  in  1849  came  to  America. 

His  parents,  William  and  Mary  (Hackett) 
Scully,  did  not  come  to  the  United  States  until  1855. 
His  father  died  in  Missouri  in  1859,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  and  was  there  laid  to  rest,  while  his 
mother  died  in  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  in  1856,  at 
the  same  age,  and  was  buried  there.  Patrick  is  the 
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eldest  of  their  six  children,  the  others  being  as  fol- 
lows : Thomas  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and 

died  in  Anne  Arundel  county,  Mel. ; William  was 
wounded  in  the  jaw  while  serving  in  the  Union 
army,  and  has  not  been  heard  from  for  a number 
of  years;  John  died  in  Washington,  D.  C. ; Cath- 
erine is  the  wife  of  Patrick  Fahay  and  they  live  in 
the  West ; and  Bridget  died  unmarried. 

Patrick  Scully,  on  his  arrival  in  America,  lo- 
cated on  North  river,  in  Cold  Spring,  N.  but 
eight  months  later  went  to  Elmira,  that  State, 
where  he  passed  the  following  year.  He  next  spent 
four  years  in  Cattaraugus  county,  N.  Y.,  working 
for  the  New  York  & Erie  Railroad  Company,  and 
while  there  sent  for  his  parents  and  the  remainder 
of  the  family.  After  their  arrival  he  removed  to 
Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
was  employed  as  foreman  by  the  Delaware,  Lake 
Erie  & Western  Railroad  Company  for  ten  years. 
He  continued  to  make  his  home  in  that  county  until 
1864,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county. 

In  August,  1857,  Mr.  Scully  was  married,  at 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Mary  Sheehey,  Father 
Powers  performing  the  ceremony.  The  children 
born  to  them  were  as  follows : Mary  A.  died  in 

Canaan  township ; William  is  with  his  parents ; 
Ellen  is  the  wife  of  William  McCarty,  a carpenter 
in  the  employ  of  the  O.  & W.  R.  R.  Co.,  at  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn. ; Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Michael  Elle- 
gon,  a carpenter  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county ; 
Catherine  is  the  wife  of  John  Murtha,  who  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  D.  & H.  Company  at  Honesdale ; 
Bridget  is  at  home;  Hannah  is  a resident  of  Hones- 
dale ; and  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Richard  Walsh,  a 
farmer  of  Canaan  township. 

Mrs.  Scully  was  born  in  County  Limerick,  Ire- 
land, a daughter  of  Michael  and  Ellen  (Burke) 
Sheehey,  who,  on  first  coming  to  the  New  World, 
located  in  New  York,  and  in  1841  became  residents 
of  Canaan  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  Here  the 
father  died  in  1875,  aged  seventy-three  years,  the 
mother  in  1889,  aged  eighty-three.  Mrs.  Scully’s 
paternal  grandparents,  Edward  and  Mary  (Fitz- 
patrick) Sheehey,  and  maternal  grandparents, 
James  and  Margaret  (Burke)  Burke,  never  left  the 
Emerald  Isle.  Mrs.  Scully  is  the  eldest  in  a family 
of  nine  children,  the  others  being  Eliza,  widow  of 
Thomas  McCormick,  of  Boston,  Mass. ; Roger,  who 
was  killed  on  the  Gravity  railroad ; Catherine,  who 
lives  in  Canaan  township  with  her  brother  William, 
who  is  the  next  of  the  family ; Edward,  deceased ; 
Maggie,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Burns,  of  South 
Canaan  township ; Hannah,  the  wife  of  James  Ryan, 
of  Canaan  township ; and  Ellen,  wife  of  James 
Nagle,  of  Canaan  township. 

Mr.  Scully,  in  his  religious  views,  is  a Roman 
Catholic ; and  in  his  political  views  is  an  ardent 
Democrat,  taking  a deep  and  commendable  interest 
in  public  affairs.  For  nine  years  he  has  efficiently 
served  as  school  director,  and  for  two  terms  was 
overseer  of  the  poor.  He  is  prompt  and  faithful  in 


the  discharge  of  all  duties  devolving  upon  him, 
whether  public  or  private,  and  his  career  has  ever 
been  such  as  to  win  him  the  confidence  of  the  entire 
community. 

CYRENIUS  STONE  is  one  of  the  most  act- 
ive, public-spirited  citizens  of  the  village  of  Mar- 
shall’s Creek,  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, where  he  has  carried  on  the  blacksmith  business 
for  over  a quarter  of  a century,  and  he  is  at  present 
acting  as  chief  magistrate  of  his  town,  in  the  public 
affairs  of  which  he  has  always  taken  a prominent 
part. 

Mr.  Stone  is  a native  of  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
where  he  was  born  in  July,  1845,  and  is  of  German 
descent,  his  grandfather,  Jacob  Stone,  having  been 
born  in  the  Fatherland.  Jacob  Stone  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  settled  in  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  in  a very 
early  day,  passing  the  remainder  of  his  days  there. 
He  and  his  wife  had  a family  of  seventeen  children, 
all  of  whom  reached  adult  age,  and  several  of  his 
sons  became  shoemakers.  His  son  Aaron,  who  was 
the  father  of  Mr.  Cyrenius  Stone,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Bucks  county,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  he  also  learned  the  shoe- 
maker’s trade,  which  he  followed  until  his  enlist- 
ment in  the  Civil  war.  Some  time  previous  he  had 
located  in  Gloucester  City,  N.  J.,  and  here  he  an- 
swered the  first  call  for  three-months’  men,  becom- 
ing a member  of  the  4th  N.  J.  V.  I.  Upon  the  ex- 
piration of  his  first  term  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  in 
the  6th  N.  J.  V.  I.,  with  which  he  served  twenty- 
two  months,  during  which  time  he  was  in  twenty- 
one  battles.  He  was  wounded  and  captured  at  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  was  paroled  and  received 
an  honorable  discharge,  after  which  he  enlisted  in 
the  United  States  marine  service  for  a period  of 
four  years,  remaining  until  the  close  of  the  conflict. 
While  in  the  infantry  Mr.  Stone  served  under  Gen. 
Llooker,  and  saw  active  service  in  all  the  battles  in 
which  his  command  was  engaged ; while  in  the 
marine  service  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Fort 
Fisher,  in  which  he  was  wounded,  and  he  served  his 
country  faithfully,  bearing  an  honorable  record 
throughout  his  term  of  enlistment.  After  the  con- 
flict he  returned  to  New  Jersey  and  removed  his 
family  thence  to  Philadelphia,  in  1867  coming  to 
Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  and  locating  on  a 
farm  which  he  purchased  in  Stroud  township, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  several  years.  He 
then  moved  West,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Otta- 
wa, Ivans.,  where  he  died  from  injuries  received 
during  his  service  in  the  war. 

Aaron  Stone  was  married,  in  Bucks  county, 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Mary  Tyson,  a native  of  Montgomery 
county,  this  State,  whose  father,  John  Tyson,  was 
a prominent  citizen  of  that  countv  and  a member  of 
one  of  its  old  families.  After  her  husband’s  death 
Mrs.  Stone  lived  in  Kansas  until  1895,  in  which 
year  she  returned  to  Monroe  county,  where  she  died 
within  a short  time  after  her  arrival.  Of  the  nine 
children  who  blessed  this  union,  Leonidas,  born  in 
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Bucks  county,  married  Miss  Sally  Parker,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  they  ha.ve  two  children — William  and 
Annie;  they  reside  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  follows 
his  trade,  that  of  carpenter.  Cleopatra,  born  in 
Philadelphia,  in  1848,  became  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Walters,  of  that  city,  and  they  moved  to  Kansas, 
where  she  died  leaving  one  daughter,  Mary  A.,  who 
is  now  married  and  lives  in  Kansas.  Claud  E.  died 
in  childhood.  Asmarilda  and  Alexena  (twins) 
were  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1851,  and  came  with 
their  parents  to  Monroe  county,  where  they  mar- 
ried, Asmarilda  becoming  the  wife  of  James  Plat- 
tenburg,  of  Stroud ; they  moved  to  Kansas,  where 
he  died,  leaving  two  children,  and  she  is  now  Mrs. 
Welch,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  Alexena  married 
John  Henry,  of  Pocono,  Monroe  county,  where  they 
reside,  and  they  have  seven  children — Dolly,  Laura, 
Annie,  Mary,  Bennie,  and  two  whose  names  are  not 
given.  Claude,  born  in  New  Jersey,  married  John 
May,  of  Kansas,  and  they  reside  at  Ottawa  county, 
that  State ; they  have  one  daughter.  Mildred  M. 
married  John  Able,  and  they  lived  in  Stroud  for 
some  time,  finally  settling  in  Kansas,  where  they  now 
have  their  home ; they  have  three  children.  Hanni- 
bal Independent,  born  July  4,  1857,  died  at  the  age 
of  four  years. 

Cvrenius  Stone,  our  subject,  passed  his  youth 
partly  in  Pennsylvania  and  partly  in  New  Jersey, 
receiving  the  greater  part  of  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  latter  State.  When  fifteen 
years  of  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  Jacob  Hugg, 
of  Gloucester  City,  N.  J.,  to  learn  his  trade,  but  he 
only  remained  with  him  about  a year,  enlisting,  in 
1862,  in  the  service  of  his  country  as  blacksmith, 
to  receive  thirty  dollars  for  his  labor  per  month 
and  board.  He  was  employed  on  government  work 
until  the  spring  of  1863,  after  which  he  was  en- 
gaged at  his  trade  for  some  months  in  Roxbury, 
but  in  July  of  that  year  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
pany G,  192nd  P.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Wm.  B.  Thomas, 
of  Philadelphia.  The  command,  which  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was  taken  to 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  to  guard  prisoners,  and  from  there 
to  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  on  the  Virginia  border,  where 
they  were  engaged  in  guarding  government  prop- 
erty, proceeding"  thence  to  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  and 
thence  to  Weston  on  a scout  after  Moseby’s  guer- 
rillas. At  the  time  of  Lee’s  raid,  in  August,  1864, 
they  were  ordered  to  Baltimore,  thence  to  Fort  Mc- 
Henry, and  thence  to  Maryland  to  head  ofif  Lee’s 
army,"  returning  from  this  expedition  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  they  were  mustered  out.  Mr.  Stone 
now  entered  the  United  States  navy,  going  on 
board  the  “Juniata,”  which  sailed  for  Charleston, 
where  she  was  held  on  the  blockade,  and  from  there 
was  called  to  Fort  Fisher,  taking  part  in  the  engage- 
ment at  that  place,  during  which  fight  she  received 
seven  shots.  One  of  the  guns  on  board  exploded, 
killing  five  officers  and  men.  From  Fort  Fisher  the 
“Juniata”  returned  to  Charleston,  remaining  until 
the  evacuation  of  that  city,  when  she  moved  to  Port 
Royal,  S.  C.  At  that  time  our  government  had 


some  trouble  with  the  Brazilian  government,  and 
ten  vessels  were  sent  to  that  country,  Mr.  Stone 
shipping  on  one  of  the  convoys.  They  proceeded 
via  the  Bermudas  and  Cape  V erde  Islands  to  Per- 
nambuco, Brazil,  and  from  there  to  Bahia,  where 
they  brought  the  consul  and  minister,  remaining  in 
Bahia  until  the  dispute  was  settled ; while  in  this 
service  they  sunk  a Brazilian  vessel.  On  leaving 
Bahia  they  went  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  thence  to  Monte 
Video,  Uruguay,  back  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  to  Santos, 
and  from  there  to  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  Falkland 
Islands,  near  Cape  Horn.  Returning  to  Monte 
Video,  they  sailed  thence  to  Great  Fish  Bay,  Af- 
rica, and  to  St.  Paul,  Africa,  to  Little  Fish  Bay 
and  Benguela,  and  to  the  Island  of  St.  Helena,  go- 
ing back  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  to -Monte  Video,  to 
Guadeloupe  and  St.  Thomas,  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  finally  home  to  Philadelphia,  where  Mr.  Stone 
received  his  discharge  in  July,  1866,  coming  to 
Monroe  county,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 

In  1871  Mr.  Stone  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Monroe  county,  with  Miss  Emma  Mosstetter, 
daughter  of  William  and  Betsey  Mosstetter,  of 
Stroud,  Monroe  county,  who  belong  to  one  of  the 
prominent  families  of  that  section.  Since  his  mar- 
riage our  subject  has  lived  in  Marshall's  Creek, 
where  he  bought  real  estate  and  erected  a comfort- 
able two-store  frame  dwelling  and  the  blacksmith 
shop  where  he  has  carried  on  his  trade.  By  indus- 
try and  integrity  he  has  succeeded  in  acquiring  a 
comfortable  competence,  and  in  addition  to  the  prop- 
erty above  mentioned  he  owns  a nice  farm  near 
his  home,  which  he  purchased  in  1894.  He  follows 
farming  at  his  leisure,  devoting  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  to  his  blacksmithing,  in  which  he  has  built 
up  a large  trade,  his  customers  coming  from  all 
over  the  surrounding  country.  Mr.  Stone  is  one  of 
the  substantial,  valuable  citizens  of  the  community 
in  which  he  resides,  and  he  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  welfare  of  his  village  and  in  all 
affairs  of  local  interest,  favoring  progress  in  any 
direction.  In  1898  he  was  elected  chief  magistrate, 
and  he  is  now  filling  that  office  with  his  customary 
faithfulness  and  ability  in  everything  that  he  un- 
dertakes. Politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  have  had  two  sons,  How- 
ard, born  in  1872,  and  Clarence,  born  in  September, 
1873.  Howard  learned  the  trade  of  bricklayer  and 
was  working  at  same  in  Philadelphia  when  he  re- 
ceived a sun  stroke  which  proved  fatal ; he  was 
twenty  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and 
gave  every  promise  of  becoming  an  industrious,  use- 
ful man.  Clarence  Stone  attended  the  public  schools 
during  his  boyhood  and  later  became  a student  at 
the  Stroudsburg  Normal,  where  he  took  his  college 
preparatory  course.  In  1895  he  entered  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  University,  where,  at  this  writing, 
he  is  studying  mechanical  engineering,  and  is  to 
graduate  with  the  class  of  ’99 ; he  has  displayed  un- 
usual ability  in  his  line,  and  he  has  a bright  future 
before  him.  Religiously  our  subject  is  connected 
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with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  his  wife  with  the 
Lutheran  denomination.  Socially  he  is  a member 
of  Wadsworth  Post  No.  150,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Strouds- 
burg. 

D.  S.  WEDEMAN,  a leading  and  representa- 
tive business  man  of  Uniondale,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Carbondale,  this  State,  November 
12,  1844,  a son  of  Martin  P.  and  Elizabeth  (Jones) 
Wedentan,  the  former  also  a native  of  Carbondale, 
the  latter  of  Wales. 

On  coming  to  America  at  the  age  of  ten  years 
the  mother  located  in  Carbondale,  where  the  family 
continued  to  make  their  home  until  their  removal 
to  Susquehanna  county,  in  1865.  The  father,  who 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  Dundaff,  in 
1890,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and  the  mother  de- 
parted this  life  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the  family 
burying-ground  on  the  old  homestead  in  Fell  town- 
ship. Both  were  earnest,  consistent  Christians, 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  the  father  was  a Republican,  and  he  held 
several  township  offices  of  trust.  The  children  of 
the  family  were  John,  who  died  in  1866,  from  the 
effects  of  his  service  in  the  army  during  the  Civil 
war;  D.  S.,  our  subject;  Lewis  P.,  an  attorney  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; William  H.,  who  conducted  a 
bakery  in  Green  Ridge,  Penn. ; George  E.,  who  is 
clerking  at  the  same  place;  Ella  E.,  wife  of  Prof. 
William  D.  Bryden,  principal  of  the  Carbondale 
graded  school;  and  Freddie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years.  Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather  was 
Peter  Wedeman,  who  was  a native  of  Germany, 
and  during  the  Revolutionary  war  was  kidnapped 
and  brought  to  America.  He  married  a Miss  Mann, 
and  settled  in  Rhode  Island  and  followed  farming 
throughout  life.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
Lewis  and  Elizabeth  Jones,  natives  of  Wales,  who 
came  to  the  New  World  in  1826  and  located  in  Car- 
bondale, Penn.,  where  they  spent  some  years,  but 
passed  their  last  days  with  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject in  Susquehanna  county. 

During  his  minority  D.  S.  Wedeman  made  his 
home  with  his  parents,  but  when  his  services  were 
not  needed  on  the  farm  he  worked  for  neighboring 
agriculturists,  carpenters  and  engineerings  corps. 
On  November  12,  1805,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  he  married  Miss  Jennie  L.  Curtis,  who  was 
born  on  the  present  site  of  Uniondale,  December  17, 
1844,  a daughter  of  James  Curtis.  By  this  union  one 
daughter  was  born,  Emma  E.,  now  the  wife  of 
Elmer  E.  Rounds,  a clerk  of  Forest  City. 

About  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Wedeman 
commenced  working  for  Morris,  Nichols  & Pat- 
terson, tanners  of  Herrick  Center,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  three  years,  and  then  worked  at  car- 
pentering and  painting  in  Providence,  Penn.,  for 
six  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Uniondale. 
He  was  engaged  in  contracting  until  1893,  when  he 
purchased  a furniture  and  undertaking  business, 
which  he  conducted  for  one  year.  The  following 
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year  he  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Uniondale, 
and  then  purchased  his  present  business  from  An- 
son A.  Tingley.  As  a dealer  in  buggies,  wagons, 
farm  implements,  etc.,  he  has  built  up  an  excellent 
trade,  his  patronage  coming  from  a territory  many 
miles  in  extent.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  business  men  of  the  place,  and  has 
been  offered  several  borough  offices,  but  would  not 
accept  the  same.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  is  now  serving  as  school  director  and  secretary 
of  the  board.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge  of  Uniondale,  and  religiously  is  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

C.  I.  BARTLESON,  a general  farmer  and 
lumberman  of  Dreher  township,  is  one  of  the  in- 
telligent and  progressive  citizens  of  Wayne  county 
who  thoroughly  understand  their  chosen  calling, 
and  are  meeting  with  a fair  degree  of  success.  He 
was  born  upon  his  present  farm,  a son  of  Bartle 
and  Clarissa  (Ivethcart)  Bartleson,  natives  of  Bar- 
tonville,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn.  The  father  was 
born  in  1802,  and  during  childhood  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Wayne  county,  locating  in  what 
was  then  Sterling  township,  but  is  now  Dreher.  He 
made  his  home  upon  the  present  farm  of  our  sub- 
ject throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
there  February  25,  1889.  In  political  sentiment  he 
was  a Democrat,  and  for  forty  years  he  held  mem- 
bership in  Wallenpaupack  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  His 
wife,  who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  was  born  January  20,  1808, 
and  died  January  20,  1884,  both  being  buried  in  Pine 
Grove  cemetery. 

The  children  of  this  worthy  couple  were  as  fol- 
lows: Herman,  born  February  28,  1825,  first  mar- 

ried Martha  Matson  and  after  her  death  wedded 
Mary  Phillies ; Margaret  N.  born  June  19,  1827, 
is  the  deceased  wife  of  James  Banks,  a retired  pat- 
tern maker  of  Phoenixville,  Penn. ; Anna  iv.,  born 
June  28,  1829,  is  a widow  living  in  Dreher  town- 
ship, having  been  three  times  married,  first  to 
Robert  Smith,  second  to  John  Sharp,  and  third  to 
a Mr.  Watson;  Ruth  A.,  borii  March  2,  1833,  is 
the  widow  of  John  Burke,  and  a resident  of  Dun- 
more,  Penn. ; Emily  C.,  born  June  18,  1837,  is  the 
wife  of  H.  A.  Lancaster,  a lumberman  of  Dreher 
township;  C.  I.  is  the  next  of  the  family;  Elmira, 
born  March  2,  184s,  is  the  deceased  wife  of  T.  A. 
Dunning,  a butcher  of  Dreher  township ; Hester 
M.,  born  December  24,  1848,  died  when  young; 
and  Mary  A.,  born  May  19,  1854,  is  the  wife  of 
Will  iam  Frey,  a retired  blacksmith  of  Dreher  town- 
ship. 

C.  T.  Bartleson  has  spent  his  entire  life  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  in  connection  with  its  operation 
has  successfully  engaged  in  lumbering  and  run- 
ning a sawmill.  Like  his  father,  he  is  an  Odd  Fel- 
low, belonging  to  Wallenpaupack  Lodge,  and  he  is 
a stanch  Democrat  in  politics.  Three  times  he  has. 
been  a delegate  to  the  county  conventions  of  his 
party,  and  for  three  terms  he  has  served  as  in- 
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spector  of  elections.  He  is  an  industrious,  enter- 
prising man  of  known  reliability,  and  has  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

In  1866  Mr.  Bartleson  married  Miss  Abby  R. 
Hines,  who  was  born  February  12,  1844,  and  died  in 
September,  1876,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Albright 
cemetery.  One  daughter  graced  this  union  : Laura, 
born  November  3,  1868.  At  Mt.  Pocono,  Penn., 
Mr.  Bartleson  subsequently  wedded  Miss  Izella 
Carlton,  by  whom  he  has  had  ten  children.  Their 
names  and  dates  of  birth  are  follows : Fanny  M., 

February  12,  1878;  Hattie,  October  6,  1879,  died 
'in  March,  1898;  Winfield  S.,  August  2,  1881; 
Mertie,  July  26,  1883;  Charles  I.;  Bessie;  Ethel; 
Lillie ; and  Leah  and  Lula,  twins,  the  latter  of  whom 
is  now  deceased. 

Mrs.  Bartleson  was  born  in  Dreher  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  October  7,  1858,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  D.  and  Rebecca  (Thorpe)  Carlton,  natives 
of  Pike  county  and  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  respectively. 
The  father,  who  was  a carpenter  and  undertaker  by 
occupation,  died  February  22,  1866,  aged  forty-five 
years  and  was  buried  in  Dreher  township.  The 
mother  still  resides  in  that  township  at  the  age  of 
•seventy-six  years.  Their  children  were  Carlton,  a 
carpenter  of  Dreher  township,  who  married  Augus- 
ta Akers ; Nelson,  a farmer  of  the  same  township, 
who  married  Harriet  Carter ; Sylvenius,  a lumber- 
man of  Dreher  township  ; Izella,  wife  of  our  subject ; 
Elmer,  a painter  of  Dreher  township,  who  married 
Ella  Dunning;  and  Merton,  a resident  of  the  same 
township.  Mrs.  Bartleson’s  paternal  grandparents 
were  Hartson  and  Nancy  Carlton,  of  Connecticut. 

WILLIAM  SUTTON  is  a typical  representa- 
tive of  the  thrifty,  prosperous  farming  population 
of  Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  a man  who  has 
placed  himself  in  comfortable  circumstances  by  the 
labor  of  his  hands,  and  occupies  an  honorable  posi- 
tion among  the  respected  members  of  his  community 
by  reason  of  his  genuine  worth. 

Mr.  Sutton  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
1837,  in  Paupack,  Pike  county,  and  comes  originally 
of  Connecticut  stock,  his  grandfather,  Nathan  Sut- 
ton, having  been  born  in  Connecticut,  whence  he  mi- 
grated to  Pennsylvania  in  an  early  day.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Beechwoods,  Pike  county, 
where  he  cleared  a farm  and  made  a comfortable 
home  for  himself  and  his  family  of  five  children, 
two  sons  and  three  daughters.  They  all  lived  and 
died  in  Pike  county  except  Joseph  R.,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  who  resided  on  the  old  home  place, 
where  he  was  born,  until  the  time  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  then  moved  to  Equinunk,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  died  not  long  afterward.  He  married  Anna 
Purdy,  who  passed  away  in  1851,  in  Pike  county, 
leaving  two  sons,  Colburn  and  William.  The 
eldest  was  born  in  1835,  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Pike  county,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
received  his  education  in  the  neighboring  public 
schools.  He  married  Miss  Susan  Beers,  of  South 
Canaan,  Wayne  county,  and  they  resided  in  Lake 


township,  where  he  followed  farming  and  lum- 
bering up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  on  February  9, 
1888.  His  wife  survives  him.  They  had  no  chil- 
dren. 

William  Sutton  spent  his  early  life  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm  in  Pike  county,  where  he  was  early 
initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  agriculture,  and  he 
received  a practical  common-school  education.  He 
was  engaged  in  lumbering  on  the  Delaware  river  in 
addition  to  farming  until  his  enlistment,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1862,  in  Company  B,  151st  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt. 
O.  H.  Mott,  of  Milford,  Penn.,  which  regiment  was 
sent  to  Bull  Run,  where  they  did  picket  duty  the 
following  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1863  they  were 
transferred  to  Alexandria,  and  thence  to  Belle 
Plaine,  where  they  remained  two  weeks.  Their  next 
move  was  to  Fredericksburg,  where  they  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  engagement  victorious  to  the  Union 
forces,  and  from  there  they  marched  to  Chancel- 
lorsville,  where  they  held  the  left  wing  of  Hooker’s 
army  for  five  days.  Driven  across  the  Rappahan- 
nock, at  Kelly’s  Ford,  they  were  into  camp  there 
for  two  weeks,  after  which  Hooker's  entire  army 
moved  on  to  Gettysburg,  and  they  marched  for 
twenty-two  days  in  succession,  reaching  the  battle- 
ground on  July  1,  when  the  conflict  opened  with 
Gen.  Mead  in  command.  The  term  of  service  of 
the  151st  had  expired,  but  they  remained  until  after 
the  engagement,  when  they  were  ordered  to  Har- 
risburg to  be  mustered  out.  Flistory  tells  of  the 
terrible  loss  of  life  in  that  hard-fought  battle,  and 
Company  B (to  which  Mr.  Sutton  belonged)  went 
in  with  seventy-nine  men,  of  whom  only  seventeen 
answered  at  the  next  roll  call.  Mr.  Sutton  was  hon- 
orably discharged  July  27,  1863,  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Pike  county,  remaining  there  until  the  fol- 
lowing May,  when  he  came  to  Wayne  county. 
Until  1875  he  was  engaged  in  sawmill  work  here, 
and  he  has  since  lived  on  the  Chauncey  C.  Dem- 
ining farm,  which  he  purchased,  paying  $6,000  for 
the  tract,  which  comprises  109  acres  of  fine  land. 
During  his  residence  the  place  has  been  constantly 
undergoing  improvements  and  changes,  and  it  is 
now  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  profitable  farms  in 
the  township,  made  so  by  Mr.  Sutton’s  persevering 
energy  and  good  management.  His  home  and  sur- 
roundings are  comfortable  and  pleasant  in  every 
way,  and  he  is  highly  respected  for  the  success  he 
has  made  in  life,  all  the  more  deserved  as  he  began 
with  no  capital  but  his  own  industry  and  determina- 
tion. In  addition  to  general  farming  he  has  engaged 
to  some  extent  in  stock  raising  and  dealing. 

On  November  4,  1875,  Mr.  Sutton  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Cemira  D.  Gleason,  the 
daughter  of  Lyman  Gleason,  who  came  from 
Chenango  county  to  Dyberry,  Wayne  county,  in  an 
early  day,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that 
place.  He  settled  on  new  land,  and  by  his  own  labor 
carved  out  a valuable  farm  from  the  primitive  con- 
ditions then  existing  here,  making  a comfortable 
home  for  himself  and  family.  He  married  Lepha 
Brooks,  and  they  reared  a family  of  five  children, 
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two  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely : Ezi  a,  who 

married  Mamie  Johns,  of  Dyberry,  where  he  still 
resides,  on  the  old  homestead  (they  had  a family  of 
four  children)  ; E.  W.,  who  married  Adda  \oung, 
and  has  four  children  (they  live  in  Warren,  Penn., 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  oil  business)  ; Martha, 
who  married  George  W.  Faatz,  of  Dyberry,  and  had 
one  son,  Harvey  V.,  who  is  married,  and  has  two 
children,  Helen  and  Marion  (they  reside  in  Texas)  ; 
Cemira  D.,  Mrs.  Sutton;  and  Freelove  O.,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Richard  Arthur,  of  Lebanon,  and  has 
four  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutton  have  had  one  son,  Oran  C., 
who  was  born  in  February,  1880,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  advanced  pupils  in  the  Seelyville  school.  Mr. 
Sutton  is  a solid  Reoublican  in  political  faith,  but  he 
takes  no  particular  part  in  political  or  public  affairs, 
though  he  has  served  a term  as  member  of  the 
school  school  board.  In  religious  connection  he  be- 
longs to  the  Episcopal  Church,  his  wife  to  the  M. 
E.  denomination.  He  is  a member  of  Capt.  James 
Ham  Post  Na  198,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

MRS.  CAROLINE  E.  BEACH  was  in  her  life- 
time one  of  the  most  esteemed  residents  of  Smith- 
field,  Monroe  county,  where  she  had  her  home  for 
several  years,  living  in  quiet  retirement  in  this 
peaceful  and  beautiful  section  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
mountain  region. 

Mrs.  Beach  passed  her  early  life  in  Albany 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born  in  1831,  and 
where  her  father,  Thomas  W.  Gibbons,  was  for 
many  years  prominent  as  a successful  architect  and 
builder.  The  family  removed  thence  to  Hunterdon 
county,  N.  J.,  where  Mr.  Gibbons  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  extensively  engaged  as  a contractor 
and  builder.  He  was  always  active  in  the  social 
and  religious  circles  of  his  community  and  a leader 
in  public  affairs,  being  a zealous  worker  in  Church 
and  charitable  enterprises  and  popular  among  all 
his  associates.  His  political  sympathies  were  with 
the  Democratic  party,  in  whose  welfare  he  took  a 
deep  interest,  supporting  its  men  and  measures  with 
his  means  and  influence,  and  for  fifteen  years  prior 
to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1881,  he  served  ably 
as  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  town.  Thomas  W. 
Gibbons  married  Miss  Ruth  Smith,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Capt.  Smith,  a Revolutionary  soldier, 
and  a member  of  one  of  the  prominent  old  families 
of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  two  children  were  born  to 
them — David  S.  and  Caroline  E.  Mrs.  Gibbons 
passed  from  earth  in  1884. 

David  S.  Gibbons  was  born  in  1827,  in  Albany 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He  was 
educated  for  the  ministry,  completing  his  literary 
training  in  the  higher  institutions  of  learning  in 
New  York,  but  he  adopted  his  father’s  business  as 
his  life  vocation  and  follows  it  to  the  present  day, 
making  his  home  in  Roselle,  N.  J.  From  the  time  of 
his  marriage  until  his  enlistment  in  the  Civil  war 
he  was  engaged  in  business  in  partnership  with  his 
father,  and  they  were  contractors  for  the  fort  build- 


ing on  Governor’s  Island,  N.  Y.  After  entering  the 
service  of  his  country  he  was  ship  carpenter’s  mate 
on  board  the  old  “Potomac,”  where  he  remained  un- 
til the  close  of  the  conflict,  receiving  an  honorable 
discharge.  David  S.  Gibbons  married  Miss  Emma 
Garret,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  a lady  of  English  birth, 
and  to  them  was  born  one  son,  Thomas,  who  served 
as  a drummer  boy  in  one  of  the  New  Jersey  regi- 
ments during  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  a well-to-do 
business  man  of  New  York  City. 

During  her  early  life  Caroline  E.  Gibbons  re- 
ceived a thorough  classical  and  musical  education, 
finishing  her  studies  in  the  Schoharie  (N.  Y.)  Sem- 
inary, and  in  1853  she  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mr.  John  W.  Beach.  He  was  a native  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  born  in  1823,  and  came  of  honored 
New  England  ancestry,  being  a great-nephew  of 
Roger  Sherman,  one  of  the  five  signers  of  the  orig- 
inal Declaration  of  Independence,  and  he  was  a 
highly  intelligent  man,  successful  in  business  and 
greatly  esteemed  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with 
him.  After  his  marriage  he  made  his  home  in 
Brooklyn,  where  he  owned  a handsome  residence, 
and  he  carried  on  the  men’s  furnishing  business  in 
New  York  City  until  his  death,  in  November,  1887. 
Mr.  Beach  was  an  active  worker  in  the  political  af- 
fairs of  his  district,  always  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  to  the  advancement  of  whose  inter- 
ests he  devoted  considerable  time  and  attention.  For 
a number  of  years  he  was  one  of  the  ablest  contrib- 
utors to  the  New  York  Sun  under  Charles  A.  Dana’s 
management,  and  he  was  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  New  York  and  Brooklyn  as  a thoroughly 
progressive,  enterprising  and  energetic  man,  a pub- 
lic-spirited citizen  and  a prosperous  merchant.  His 
widow,  who  survived  him  until  January,  1900,  lived 
retired  in  Smithfield,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
she  was  known  as  a devoted  Christian  worker  and 
a refined  gentlewoman,  one  who  was  ever  ready  to 
help  others  and  make  life  happier  for  those  around 
her,  and  greatly  beloved  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure 
of  her  acquaintance.  She  proved  a competent  help- 
meet to  her  busy  husband  during  his  lifetime,  and 
afterward,  though  she  led  a very  quiet  life,  she  took 
a hearty  interest  in  the  social  and  religious  life  of  her 
neighborhood,  and  her  hospitable  home  was  always 
open  to  her  many  friends. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beach  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: Caroline  G.,  in  1867;  Mary  P.,  in  1871  ; and 
John  Edward,  in  1873.  The  eldest  daughter  re- 
ceived her  education  in  the  Packer  Institute,  a select 
seminary  for  young  ladies,  where  she  completed  the 
classical  course,  and  she  is  at  present  engaged  in 
literary  work,  writing  for  many  of  the  leading  mag- 
azines under  the  noin  de  plume  of  “Hollyberry.” 
She  is  a young  lady  of  thorough  culture,  broad- 
minded on  all  subjects,  and  is  a great  favorite  among 
her  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Miss 
Beach  is  at  present  acting  as  president  of  the  Hu- 
mane Society  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn.  Mary 
P.  Beach  was  also  educated  in  the  Packer  Institute, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Arthur  W.  Brewster, 
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an  eye  and  ear  specialist  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  John 
E.  Beach  graduated  from  the  Polytechnic  Institute 
of  Brooklyn,  and  for  some  time  held  a position  in 
the  Hanover  National  Bank,  of  that  city;  he  is  now 
chief  clerk  in  the  Standard  Union  of  Brooklyn,  and 
gives  every  evidence  of  becoming  a successful  busi- 
ness man.  He  is  a leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  his  section  of  the  city,  where  he  has 
taken  a conspicuous  part  in  political  affairs.  The 
family  are  all  identified  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  take  an  active  part  in  Church  work. 

FRANCIS  WOLCOTT,  who  is  successfully 
engaged  in  general  farming  in  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  just  on  the  line  between  that  county 
and  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  was  born  February 
9,  1824,  near  Mt.  Washington,  Copake  Flats,  Co- 
lumbia Co.,  N.  Y.,  of  which  locality  his  parents, 
Adam  and  Catherine  (Race)  Wolcott,  were  also 
natives.  The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Francis  Wolcott,  was  a native  of  England, 
but  at  a very  early  day  in  the  history  of  this  country 
emigrated  to  the  New  World,  and  located  on  a farm 
in  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
Continental  army  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
as  was  also  his  son  Francis,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  The  latter  was  also  born  in  England, 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  at  the  Flats 
in  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Col.  Tunis  Race,  a native  of  New  York, 
won  his  title  as  commander  of  a regiment  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  he  participated  in  the  battle  of 
North  River.  He  was  a large,  well-built  man, 
weighing  250  pounds  and  was  very  active.  He  died 
at  the  Flats  in  Columbia  county,  New  York. 

At  an  early  day  the  parents  of  our  subject  emi- 
grated to  Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  where  the 
father  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death  in 
1853,  when  aged  sixty-three  years,  and  was  buried 
at  Danville,  Penn.  His  wife  died  ten  years  later, 
aged  seventy-three  years,  and  was  buried  at  Forty 
Fort,  Penn.  They  were  worthy  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was 
a Jacksonian  Democrat.  Francis  is  the  eldest  of 
their  children  ; David,  the  second,  died  in  childhood  ; 
Emeline  is  the  widow  of  William  Smith  and  resides 
in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Squires,  who  was  for  eighteen 
years  a breaker  boss,  is  now  living  retired  in  Lack- 
awanna county;  Judson  is  a prominent  detective  in 
the  employ  of  the  United  States  government ; Peter 
is  a retired  railroad  engineer  living  in  Luzerne 
county,  Penn. ; Alexander  died  in  Chicago,  111. ; 
Martin  died  in  childhood ; John  was  drowned  dur- 
ing boyhood  while  living  in  Lackawanna  county ; 
and  Maggie  is  the  deceased  wife  of  William  Smith, 
who  lives  in  the  West. 

Francis  Wolcott,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  pur- 
chased his  time  until  twenty-one  of  his  father,  and 
left  the  home  farm,  and  began  driving  a stage  be- 
tween Honesdale  and  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  which 
was  his  occupation  for  four  years.  In  the  year  fol- 
lowing this  period  he  worked  in  a hardware  store  in 


Carbondale,  Penn.,  and  then  for  three  years  en- 
gaged in  farming  at  Genesee,  N.  Y.,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Carbondale  for  a short  time.  He  next 
purchased  twenty-five  acres  of  his  present  farm  in 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  and  upon  this 
wild  unimproved  tract  he  erected  a cheap  but  neat 
house,  which  in  1847  he  replaced  by  his  present 
comfortable  and  substantial  residence.  From  time 
to  time  he  has  added  to  his  land  until  he  now  has 
160  acres  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and  well 
improved.  In  1857  he  also  took  charge  of  Engine 
House  No.  7,  on  the  Gravity  railroad,  and  remained 
in  the  employ  of  that  company  for  ten  years,  since 
which  time  he  has  given  his  entire  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits. 

Air.  Wolcott  was  married  at  Dundaff,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  in  March,  1847,  to  Miss  Sarah  M. 
Baker,  Rev.  Ward  a Presbyterian  minister,  officiat- 
ing. She  was  born  in  Clifford  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county,  April  22,  1824,  a daughter  of  Wil- 
son and  Anna  (Lott)  Baker,  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  Both 
were  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  father  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  died  in  1867,  in  middle  life,  and  his  widow 
ten  years  later.  Their  children  were  Ann,  who  mar- 
ried Rev.  Aloses  Caldwell,  a Mthodist  Episcopal 
minister,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; Sarah  M., 
the  wife  of  our  subject;  Louisa,  who  married  Gil- 
bert Crocker,  and  both  are  now  deceased  ; Julia,  who 
married  William  Mills  and  both  are  deceased ; Alar- 
garet,  wife  of  Woodbury  Coil,  a retired  farmer  of 
Forest  City,  Penn. ; Elizabeth,  a resident  of  Felt 
City,  Penn.;  Jackson,  an  extensive  farmer  of  Or- 
egon ; William,  who  was  killed  by  an  explosion  in 
a powder  mill  at  Spring  Brook,  Penn. ; and  Susan, 
a resident  of  Williamsport,  Penn.  Airs.  Wolcott's 
paternal  grandfather  was  killed  by  being  thrown 
from  his  horse  while  returning  home  after  his  serv- 
ice in  the  war  of  1812,  the  horse  having  been 
frightened  by  an  Indian,  running  away.  Her  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  William,  a civil  engineer  in 

the  employ  of  the  Y.  & E.  R.  IT,  born  March  1, 
1848,  married  Alice  Grattin  and  has  four  children ; 
Isabella,  born  July  28,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  Jasper 
Vail,  a lumberman  of  Forest  City,  Penn.,  and  has 
two  children;  Josephine,  born  in  May,  1853,  died 
in  1861  ; George  A.,  born  in  October,  1855,  died  in 
1863  ; John,  born  September  2,  1857,  was  killed  on 
his  engine  at  Jamaica,  N.  Y. ; David,  born  Alarch  5, 
1861,  is  a railroad  flagman  and  resides  with  his  par- 
ents; and  Harry,  born  September  7,  1864,  is  a 
railroad  conductor  living  in  Carbondale,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a pronounced  Demo- 
crat, but  has  never  cared  for  official  honors,  though 
he  has  served  as  tax  collector  in  his  township.  He 
eminently  deserves  classification  among  the  self- 
made  men  of  Wayne  county,  as  he  started  out  in 
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life  for  himself  in  limited  circumstances,  and  by 
his  own  individual  efforts  has  secured  a comfortable 
home  and  competence. 

GEORGE  TUMAN,  a well-known  resident  of 
White  Mills,  Wayne  county,  has  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  there  for  a num- 
ber of  years  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Tuman  comes  of  good  thrifty  German 
stock,  his  ancestors  in  both  paternal  and  maternal 
lines  having  had  their  home  at  Duane,  Germany. 
His  parents,  George  and  Christina  (Graf)  Tuman, 
natives  of  Duane,  were  married  there  in  1841  and 
later  came  to  America,  locating  first  in  New  York 
Citv,  where  they  remained  one  year.  They  then  re- 
moved to  Honesdale,  this  State,  where  the  father 
was  employed  for  a time  on  the  Delaware  & Hud- 
son Canal,  but  he  afterward  purchased  a farm  near 
Indian  Orchard,  in  Texas  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  he  followed  agriculture  until  a few  years 
ago.  As  old  age  drew  on,  he  decided  to  retire  from 
active  work,  and,  having  sold  his  farm,  he  boug'ht 
a home  in  Leonardsville,  Penn.,  where  he  and  his 
wife  resided  until  his  death  in  March,  1898.  Their 
six  children  were  as  follows:  (1)  Margaret,  born 
in  May,  1843,  in  New  York  City,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Wayne  county,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Hanan,  of  Franklin,  N.  J.  They  have 
five  children — William,  Henry,  Christine,  Katie  and 
Mary.  (2)  John,  born  in  October,  1847,  in  Hones- 
dale, learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  for  some  time 
was  employed  in  the  carshops  at  Scranton,  Penn., 
but  later  removed  to1  Leonardsville,  where  he  worked 
on  the  canal  for  about  six  years.  He  then  purchased 
a farm  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county,  near  the 
county  poor  farm,  and  for  a few  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  still  owns  this 
place  but  he  resides  at  White  Mills  where  he  is  em- 
ployed as  boss  carpenter  by  the  Dorflnger  Com- 
pany. He  married  Miss  Eliza  Gabell,  of  Honesdale, 
and  has  six  children — Joseph,  Mary,  George,  Her- 
man, Edward,  and  John.  (3)  Katie,  born  in  1849, 
in  Honesdale,  married  Herman  Scherholt,  a native 
of  Germany,  who  is  now  conducting  a general  store 
at  Honesdale,  his  stock  including  books,  wall  paper, 
bicycles,  and  other  commodities.  They  have  four 
children — Frank,  Edward,  Lizzie  and  Frederick.  (4) 
Mary,  born  in  1852,  at  Honesdale,  married  (first) 
Dr.  Detz,  of  Honesdale,  and  for  a few  years  resided 
at  Scranton,  but  later  they  returned  to  Honesdale 
where  the  Doctor  died.  She  has  since  married 
August  Smith,  formerly  a glass  blower  in  the  Dor- 
fiinger  Works  at  White  Mills,  but  now  a successful 
agriculturist  in  the  same  locality,  where  he  owns  a 
fine  farm.  She  has  two  children,  Jacob  and  Chris- 
tine, both  born  to  the  first  marriage.  (5)  Christine, 
born  in  1857,  at  Honesdale,  married  Edward  Ditzer, 
a prominent  shoe  dealer  at  Honesdale.  They  have 
two  children — Katie  and  George,  and  our  subject’s 
mother,  is  now  an  honored  guest  in  their  home.  (6) 
George  Tuman  is  our  subject. 


George  Tuman  was  born  in  1859,  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  and 
was  educated  in  the  local  schools  and  at  Honesdale. 
His  first  employment  was  as  a lock-tender  on  the 
D.  & H.  Canal,  where  he  spent  four  years,  and  in 
1879  he  entered  the  Dorflinger  Glass  Works  at  White- 
Mills,  engaging  in  the  stopper  work.  He  remained, 
with  this  firm  for  eight  years  but  since  February 
16,  1890,  he  has  conducted  a saloon  and  restau- 
rant business  in  which  he  has  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess from  the  first.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Dem- 
ocrat but  he  is  not  an  office-seeker,  preferring  to 
give  his  time  to  his  business  interests.  On  Septem- 
ber 30,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Gill,  who 
was  born  in  1865,  in  Lordville,  N.  Y.,  and  for  two- 
years  previous  to  their  marriage  had  been  a resident 
of  New  York  City.  Her  parents,  Roger  and  Brid- 
get Gill,  settled  at  White  Mills  some  years  ago  and 
' the  family  is  prominent  in  that  locality.  Mr.  Tuman 
and  his  wife  were  both  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith,, 
their  families  having  been  identified  with  that  Church 
for  generations  past,  and  they  are  leading  members 
of  the  White  Mills  Congregation.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  four  children : John,  born  in  1886, 
at  White  Mills,  died  when  only  a year  and  a half  old  ; 
Thomas,  born  in  1889;  Christine  died  in  infancy, 
and  Veronica,  born  in  December,  1894,  at  White 
Mills. 

LUGIUS  F.  BLOKER,  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  highly  esteemed  engineers  residing  in  Mat- 
amoras,  Pike  county,  is  descended  from  a worthy 
old  Scotch  family  which  was  founded  in  the  United 
States  by  three  brothers  on  their  emigration  from 
Scotland.  One  of  these  was  Peter  Blocher  (as  the 
name  was  originally  spelled),  who  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject.  He  first  located  in 
Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  thence  in  September,  1813, 
removed  to  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased 
land  near  Williamsville  and  there  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1838.  In  his  fam- 
ily were  three  sons,  George,  David  and  Jacob,  and 
four  daughters. 

Jacob  Bloker,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  spent 
his  entire  life  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  His  wife  was  a daughter  of 
John  Halter,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children: 
Andrew,  the  father  of  our  subject;  John  (deceased), 
who  followed  farming  near  Fremont,  Ohio;  Cath- 
erine, deceased 'wife  of  Michael  Mitchell,  of  Flint, 
Mich. ; and  Margaret,  wife  of  Joseph  Miller,  of  San- 
dusky county,  Ohio. 

Andrew  Bloker  was  born  in  Amherst  township, 
Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1826,  and  there  grew  to  manhood 
and  learned  the  carpenter’s  and  millwright’s  trades, 
which  he  followed  for  a number  of  years  in  connec- 
tion with  the  operation  of  a cider  and  vinegar  plant, 
but  twelve  or  fifteen  years  prior  to  his  death  he  re- 
tired from  active  business.  In  his  native  county  he 
was  married,  March  18,  1844,  to  Miss  Annie  E. 
Snyder,  who  was  born  in  that  county  June  27,  1829. 
Her  parents  came  from  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  and  were 
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of  Dutch  ancestry.  She  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years,  surviving  her  husband  only  a short  time,  his 
death  having  occurred  December  31,  1879.  Lucius 
F.  is  the  eldest  of  their  children.  Henry,  born  May 
31,  1855,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Sarah, 
born  in  1859,  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  L.  Renwalds,  an 
editor  at  'Williamsville,  Erie  Co.,  New  York. 

Lucius  F.  Bloker  was  born  in  Amherst  town- 
ship, Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  January  8,  1851,  and  received 
such  schooling  as  the  times  afforded  in  that  locality. 
Coming  to  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Erie  railroad  as  brakeman,  a position  he  held 
for  nine  years.  He  then  worked  as  fireman  for  sev- 
; eral  years,  and  in  1886  was  promoted  to  the  post  of 
engineer,  in  which  capacity  he  is  still  serving  on 
the  New  York  division  of  the  Erie  railroad.  Dur- 
ing his  career  as  a railroad  man  he  has  met  with  many 
experiences,  some  very  dangerous  ones.  Near  Sus- 
quehanna, Penn.,  in  1871,  while  serving  as  brake- 
man,  the  engine  exploded,  injuring  him  so  badly 
that  he  was  unfit  for  duty  for  six  months.  At  an- 
other time  a car  broke  out  of  a passing  freight,  caus- 
ing a wreck  of  thirteen  cars,  killing  his  fireman,  and 
blinding  him  for  three  years.  Until  1874  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  in  Port  Jervis,  and  then 
removed  to  Matamoras,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased 
property  and  has  since  lived,  enjoying  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  entire  community.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  a Republican,  and  in  his  social  re- 
lations is  a member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Engineers. 

On  June  20,  1870,  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  Pike 
Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Bloker  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Martha  J.  Swarthout,  who  was  born  at  Bush- 
kill,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  25,  1847.  Her  parents, 
James  and  Hester  (Lambert)  Swarthout,  were  of 
German  descent,  and  representatives  of  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  Orange  county.  Their  other  children  were : 
Alice,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years ; William, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen ; Alonzo,  who  was 
killed  on  the  Erie  railroad  at  the  age  of  nineteen ; 
and  Ella,  wife  of  William  Knox,  of  Port  Jervis,  N. 
Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bloker  are  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Edward  F.,  born  December  28,  1871, 
at  Port  Jervis,  married  Elizabeth  Hartz  and  resides 
in  Matamoras,  Penn. ; Lillie  F.,  born  at  Port  Jer- 
vis, July  7,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Lord,  a rail- 
road employe  residing  at  Matamoras ; Andrew  F., 
born  May  23,  1878,  is  employed  on  the  Delaware 
division  of  the  Erie  railroad  and  lives  with  his  par- 
ents; Frank,  born  September  14,  1881,  died  February 
21,  1882 ; and  Sarah,  born  March  4,  1883,  is  at  home. 

ADAM  WAGNER  (deceased).  In  the  village 
of  Waymart,  Wayne  county,  resides  one  of  the  pio- 
neer families  of  that  region  that,  has  ever  been  noted 
for  its  sterling  worth,  and  for  the  potent  yet  unos- 
tentatious unlifting  influences  which  it  has  wielded 
upon  the  community.  In  the  afternoon  of  life  Adam 
Wagner  enjoyed  the  blessings  which  come  from 
intelligently  directed  efforts.  He  was  prominently 
connected  with  the  county,  and  while  in  various 


capacities  he  rendered  signal  service  to  its  citi- 
zens, it  may  perhaps,  he  admitted  that  the  clnef  ele- 
ment to  his  worth  as  a leading  member  of  the  village 
and  county  lay  in  unmeasurable  and  silent  forces  of 
example. 

'the  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Adam  Wag- 
ner, a Maryland  teamster,  who  in  1795  migrated  to 
the  wilds  of  Wayne  county,  and  here  carveci  out  for 
himself  and  his  worthy  descendants  a home  and  a 
position  of  prominence.  The  grandfather  settled  in 
Ganaan  township  and  first  moved  with  his  family 
into  a sugar  house,  built  of  logs  and  covered  with 
bark,  upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  Ezra  Wagner. 
He  afterwards  located  on  the  farm  where  Jonathan 
Swingle  lives.  Here  he  followed  farming  and  the 
various  industries  which  were  then  essentially  com- 
bined with  the  agricultural  pursuits.  He  had  mar- 
ried Mary  Wheatcraft  and  their  children  were : 
Mary,  who  married  Joseph  Jaggers  ; Sally,  who  mar- 
ried John  Swingle  ; Onto;  Rachel,  who  married  Sam- 
uel Shoffer,  and  John.  Adam  Wagner  ctied  in 
1798. 

Otto  Wagner,  the  elder  of  the  two  sons,  was 
the  father  of  our  subject.  Fie  was  a boy  when  he 
came  with  his  father  to  the  then  western  home  and 
the  early  years  of  his  residence  in  Wayne  county 
brought  out  those  qualities  of  strength  and  endur- 
ance, essential  to  a success  in  a pioneer  land.  He 
married,  in  Canaan  township,  Margaret  Emsley,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  the  daughter  of  a Ger- 
man emigrant,  George  Emsley,  who  had  settled  in 
Wilkes  Bar  re,  Penn.,  and  there  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. Otto  Wagner  was  a man  of  great  force  of 
character,  a Democrat  in  politics,  to  whom  was  fre- 
quently entrusted  offices  of  responsibility  in  Canaan 
township.  He  remained  a lifelong  resident  of  the 
township,  and  at  his  death  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  South  Canaan  cemetery.  The  nine  children 
of  Margaret  and  Otto  Wagner  were:  Sarah  (who 
married  Ezekiel  Reed),  Adam,  our  subject,  John, 
Susan  (who  married  Charles  Carr),  George,  Jacob, 
Fred,  Ezra,  a retired  farmer  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, and  Dorcas,  wife  of  Rufus  H.  Frisby,  retired, 
of  South  Canaan  township.  Of  the  nine  children 
but  two  survive,  Ezra  and  Dorcas. 

Adam  Wagner,  the  eldest  son,  and  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  June  3,  1815,  in  South  Ca- 
naan township.  His  early  life  did  not  differ  greatly 
from  that  of  other  boys  in  the  forest  home.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father,  learning  the  lessons  of  in- 
dustry, patience  and  thrift,  and  attending  the  neigh- 
boring schools,  until  his  marriage  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  to*  Miss  Permelia  Shaffer.  Immediately 
after  their  marriage  Mr.  Wagner  settled  on  a small 
farm  in  Canaan  township.  A few  years  later  he 
sold  it  and  purchased  a larger  one  in  the  same  town- 
ship, where  he  remained  in  active  and  successful 
life  until  October  1,  1894.  In  connection  with  farm- 
ing he  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  from  the  age 
of  forty-two  years  until  he  was  seventy.  He  served  no 
apprenticeship  at  the  trade  but  learned  it  thoroughly 
by  the  natural  gifts  he  had  inherited,  spurred  by  the 


1708 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


necessities  of  the  new  country.  In  his  successful 
efforts  toward  a competence  he  was  worthily  as- 
sisted by  his  brave  wife,  who  still  survives,  and  is 
active  and  vigorous  in  mind,  though  now  failing 
in  physical  health.  She,  too,  is  the  representative 
of  an  old  and  honored  family  of  Wayne  county. 
She  was  born  August  7,  1817,  in  South  Canaan 
township,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Mary  (Swingle) 
Shaffer,  both  natives,  of  that  township.  Moses 
Shaffer  was  the  first  male  child  born  in  South  Ca- 
naan township,  and  by  occupation  became  a miller. 
His  father,  John  Shaffer,  was  a native  of  Germany, 
who  came  to  America  in  an  early  day,  and  took  up 
land  in  South  Canaan  township,  when  it  could  be 
purchased  for  six  cents  per  acre.  Moses  was  a man 
of  quiet  demeanor,  but  prominent  in  the  offices  of 
the  township.  He  died  111  September,  1861,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  wife  died  in  1839, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  Both  are  buried  in 
South  Canaan  cemetery.  The  children  of  Moses 
and  Mary  Shaffer  were:  Sylvester;  Jacob;  Susan, 

who  married  Jacob  Swingle,  and  after  his  death 
Moses  Springer ; Sarah,  who  married  John  Cobb ; 
Samuel ; Charles  ; Fannie,  who  married  Aaron  Cur- 
tis ; Permelia,  wife  of  our  subject;  John;  Cather- 
ine, who  married  James  Glenn ; Mary,  widow  of 
Abram  Jaggers,  of  South  Canaan  township;  and 
Hannah,  who  married  G.  Washington  Swingle,  of 
South  Canaan.  Of  these  twelve  children  the  only 
survivors  are  Permelia,  Mary,  and  Sylvester. 

To  Adam  and  Permelia  Wagner  were  born  the 
following  children : Mary  J.,  born  September  19, 
1838,  wife  of  Robert  Battan,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere ; Charles,  born  August  29,  1840,  residing 
with  his  parents;  Elijah,  born  November  26,  1842, 
a railroadman,  who  married  Elizabeth  McCormick 
and  resides  at  Rechville,  Penn. ; Emma  J.,  born  May 
27,  1845,  who  married  Frank  Thorpe  and  resides 
at  Pittston,  Penn.;  Sarah  P.,  who  married  (first) 
Palmer  Stevens,  and  after  his  death  Wells  Benja- 
min, and  who  now  lives,  the  widow  of  the  latter,  at 
Dunmore,  Penn. ; Susan  G.,  born  March  22,  1853, 
widow  of  Thomas  D.  Glenn,  and  lives  with  her  par- 
ents; Edward  and  Edgar  (twins),  born  March  28, 
1858 — Edward  is  a railroad  carpenter  of  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn.;  and  Edgar,  who  married  Cora  Frisbie, 
is  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township ; Judson,  born 
September  13,  i860,  married  Mary  Watson,  and 
lived  on  the  old  homestead  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship until  his  death  July  31,  1887. 

Albert  Wagner  was  honored  by  his  election  to 
many  offices.  He  served  his  fellow  citizens  credit- 
ably and  faithfully  as  auditor,  school,  director,  and  in 
various  other  capacities.  For  many  years  he  was 
an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
serving  repeatedly  as  steward.  Like  his  people 
before  him,  in  politics  he  was  a lifelong  Democrat. 
He  was  a self-made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
word,  and  his  long  and  honorable  career  exempli- 
fies one  of  the  best  types  of  American  citizenship. 
Held  in  high  esteem,  he  commanded  the  respect, 
regard  and  affection  of  a wide  circle  of  friends  and 


acquaintances.  His  death,  on  May,  27,  1898,  removed 
one  of  the  last  faithful  guards  of  the  Past  over  the 
ever  fitful  Present.  Flis  remains  were  interred  in 
the  South  Canaan  Cemetery. 

THOMAS  W.  CUNNINGHAM,  formerly  a 
well-known  wholesale  liquor  dealer  and  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  business  men  of  Forest  City,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  in  Cochecton,  Sullivan 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  January  8,  1864,  and  is  a son  of  Francis 
and  Mary  (Rooney)  Cunningham,  natives  of  County 
Sligo,  Ireland. 

In  early  life  the  parents  emigrated  to  America 
and  were  married  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  until  1855,  when 
they  came  to  Herrick  Center,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.  For  fifteen  years  prior  to  this  time  the  father 
had  served  as  track  foreman  on  the  Erie  railroad, 
and  after  coming  to  Susquehanna  county  was  assist- 
ant foreman  up  to  within  the  last  five  years  of  his 
life,  when  he  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  liquor 
business.  He  died  October  4,  1894,  aged  sixtv-four 
years,  his  wife  in  January,  1893,  aged  fifty-seven, 
and  both  were  buried  in  St.  Rose  cemetery,  Carbon- 
dale,  Penn.  They  were  members  of  St.  Agnes  Cath- 
olic Church  of  Forest  City,  and  in  politics  the  father 
was  a Democrat.  The  children  born  to  this  worthy 
couple  were  John  H.,  a resident  of  Forest  City; 
Thomas  W.,  our  subject;  Mary  W.,  wife  of  John 
H.  Conally,  who  conducts  a saloon  in  Susquehanna, 
Penn. ; Frank,  a general  broker,  real  estate  and  in- 
surance agent  of  Newport  News,  Va. ; Alice,  wife 
of  John  H.  Lumbart,  a miner  of  Forest  City;  James, 
a telegraph  operator  and  station  agent  at  Forest  City; 
Jennie,  wife  of  William  Murphy,  a miner  of  the  same 
place ; Catherine,  wife  of  Henry  O’Neil,  a contractor 
and  builder  of  Forest  City;  and  Peter,  a telegraph 
operator  and  freight  agent  for  the  Erie  Railroad 
Co.  Four  of  the  family  have  been  telegraph  oper- 
ators. Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Fran- 
cis Cunningham  and  his  wife,  were  farming  people 
who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Ireland.  The  mater- 
nal grandparents,  Thomas  and  Kate  (Rooney),  also 
natives  of  County  Sligo,  Ireland,  came  to  America 
in  1853  and  located  in  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
grandfather  followed  farming  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  though  in  the  Old  World  he 
had  engaged  in  merchandising. 

Until  sixteen  years  of  age  Thomas  W.  Cunning- 
ham, the  subject  of  this  sketch,  attended  school, 
and  then  for  two  years  engaged  in  clerking  for  Alden 
& Patterson  at  Herrick  Center,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty. During  the  following  fifteen  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  telegraph  operator  and  freight  agent  by  the 
Erie  Railroad  Co.,  and  on  the  death  of  his  father 
succeeded  to  the  business.  Fie  is  a practical,  ener- 
getic business  man  of  progressive  ideas,  and  car- 
ries forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he 
becomes  interested  in.  At  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  October  6,  1897,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Winifred  Flinn,  who  was  born 
in  that  county  in  1880,  a daughter  of  Patrick  and 
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Mary  Flinn.  Mr.  Cunningham  is  an  ardent  support- 
er of  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  a member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  He  is  widely  and  favorably  known, 
and  is  quite  popular  with  his  associates. 

S.  L.  DIX,  an  enterprising  agriculturist  of  New 
Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  a typical 
self-made  man  in  whose  life  the  qualities  of  industry 
and  perseverance  are  well  exemplified. 

A native  of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  Mr.  Dix  was  born  April  25,  1845,  a son  °f 
John  A.  and  Emaline  R.  (Williams)  Dix.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  early  settlers  in  Wayne 
county,  and  his  father  was  born  and  reared  there, 
and  was  employed  for  some  time  in  a sawmill,  but 
later  removed  to  Susquehanna  county  and  settled 
upon  a farm  in  New  Milford  township.  He  also 
spent  two  years  in  Jackson  township,  and  in  1849 
he  went  to  California  where  he  was  engaged  in 
mining  about  three  years.  On  his  return  he  re- 
sumed agricultural  work  in  New  Milford  township, 
where  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  as  a citizen.  He 
died  in  August,  1894,  aged  seventy-four  years,  and 
his  wife  died  August  30,  1896,  aged  seventy-one 
years,  both  being  buried  in  New  Milford  township. 
They  had  five  children  : ( 1 ) S.  L.,  our  subject.  (2) 

Hannah  married  Peter  W.  Robinson,  now  deceased. 

(3)  Emeretta  (deceased)  married  James  Crandall. 

(4)  John  E.  (deceased)  married  Ida  Rice,  and  had 
one  child.  (5)  Miss  Jennie  resided  at  Foster, 
Penn. 

Our  subject’s  mother  was  a devout  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  belonged  to  a well-known 
family  of  Susquehanna  county,  her  parents,  Gerdon 
and  Betsey  (Cottrell)  Williams,  being  prominent 
residents  thereof.  She  was  the  eldest  in  a family 
of  five  children,  the  others  being  Phoebe,  who  married 
Olonzo  Perry,  of  Jackson  township;  Walter,  de- 
ceased ; Orlando,  deceased ; and  Lucinda,  who  mar- 
ried John  Claflan. 

Our  subject  was  nine  years  old  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  his  present  farm,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  rented  a farm, 
in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  then  he  took  a position  as  finisher  in  a 
tannery  at  Great  Bend,  remaining  twelve  years.  He 
then  purchased  the  old  homestead  from  his  father, 
and  engaged  in  general  farming.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  although  he  does  not  seek  official 
responsibilities  his  influence  is  recognized  in  the 
community.  On  July  4,  1865,  he  was  married  at 
New  Milford  to  Miss  Aurelia  E.  Tennant.  They 
have  no  children,  but  have  adopted  a daughter,  Miss 
Adie  B.,  whose  mother  was  a sister  of  Mrs.  Dix. 
She  has  been  with  them  since  she  was  two  years 
old,  and  is  now  an  accomplished  musician  and 
prominent  in  social  circles. 

Mrs.  Aurelia  (Tennant)  Dix,  whose  active  and 
efficient  aid  has  done  much  to  promote  her  hus- 
band’s success  in  life,  was  born  in  New  Milford 
township  April  15,  1847,  a daughter  of  Thomas  B. 
Tennant,  and  a granddaughter  of  Allen  Tennant,  a 


native  of  Connecticut.  Her  father  was  born  in 
1815,  and  was  a boy  when  the  family  came  to  Sus- 
quehanna county,  settling  upon  a farm  in  New  Mil- 
ford township.  He  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and 
followed  it  many  years  before  his  retirement.  In 
1867  he  removed  to  Roseburg,  Mich.,  where  he  now 
resides.  Flis  wife,  Eliza  (Watson),  a native  of 
Long  Island,  died  at  Roseburg  in  1895,  aged  eighty- 
one  years,  and  her  remains  were  buried  there.  They 
had  a family  of  children,  those  besides  Mrs. 
Dix  being  as  follows:  Alice  B.  (deceased)  married 
Daniel  Miller,  and  became  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject’s adopted  daugnter;  Osco  died  in  infancy;  Osco 
(2)  is  a carpenter  at  Roseburg,  Mich.;  Elbridge  re- 
sides in  Michigan ; Dallas  met  a soldier’s  death  in  the 
Civil  war;  Walter,  a traveling  salesman,  resides  in 
Michigan ; Henry  resides  in  Roseburg,  Mich.,  and 
cares  for  his  aged  father. 

F.  E.  PLACE.  The  world  judges  the  char- 
acter of  a community  by  those  of  its  representa- 
tive citizens,  and  yields  its  tribute  of  admiration 
and  respect  for  the  genius,  learning  or  virtues  of 
those  whose  works  and  actions  constitute  the  rec- 
ord of  a State’s  prosperity  and  pride ; and  it  is  this 
record  that  offers  for  our  consideration  the  history 
of  men  who  are  ever  affording  the  young  worthy 
examples  for  their  regard  and  emulation.  There- 
fore it  is  proper  that  a just  celebrity  should  be  given 
to  those  men  who  are  distinguished  in  their  day  and 
generation,  that  the  living  may  enjoy  the  approba- 
tion of  their  contemporaries,  as  well  as  that  of  a 
grateful  posterity. 

Among  the  most  distinguished  of  Monroe  coun- 
ty’s citizens  is  F E.  Place,  of  Coolbaugh  township, 
who  is  a native  son  of  the  county,  born  in  Middle- 
Smithfield  township,  in  1859.  His  father,  James 
Place,  was  born  in  the  same  township,  in  1813,  and 
was  a son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Place,  prominent  and 
leading  citizens  of  that  locality,  where  they  reared  a 
large  family  of  children.  In  the  public  schools  of 
that  township  James  Place  obtained  his  literary 
education,  and  during  his  younger  years  he  fol- 
lowed farming  and  lumbering.  He  married  Miss 
Sarah  Overfield,  and  after  residing  upon  his  farm 
in  Middle  Smithfield  township  for  some  years,  they 
removed,  in  1838,  to  Stroudsburg,  where  he  had 
charge  of  the  Indian  Queen  for  five  years.  Return- 
ing to  his  farm  he  opened  a hotel  on  the  Milford  road 
and  continued  to  successfully  conduct  the  same  until 
his  death.  Pie  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  citizens  in  his  community,  a recognized 
leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1867  and  1868  most  ably  represented  Monroe  and 
Carbon  counties  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  also 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  school  director  and  tax 
collector  in  Middle  .Smithfield  township  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  and  was  identified  with  all  interests 
calculated  to  advance  the  welfare  of  his  township 
or  county.  Religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
devout  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
She  died  in  1868,  and  the  father  subsequently  mar- 
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ried  Miss  Elizabeth  Dreher,  of  Stroudsburg,  by 
whom  she  had  one  son,  Charles,  now  a leading 
chemist  of  Chicago,  ill.  The  children  by  the  first 
marriage  are  as  follows:  (i)  Nathaniel  E.,  born 
in  Stroudsburg,  in  1838,  married  Elizabeth  Eilen- 
berger,  of  Smithfieb"  'ownship,  Monroe  county, 
where  they  resided  his  death.  He  left  a wife 
and  one  daughter,  Flora,  who  died  a few  years  later. 
(2)  Mary  A.,  born  in  Stroudsburg,  in  1840,  began 
her  education  in  the  home  schools,  and  later  gradu- 
ated from  the  schools  of  Pennington,  N.  J.  For 
twelve  years  she  was  one  of  the  successful  teachers 
of  Monroe  county,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Josiah 
S.  Coleman,  of  Middle  Smithfield  township.  (3)  Su- 
san, born  in  1843,  *s  now  wife  of  Aaron  O.  Bail, 
of  Newark,  N.  J.,  who  is  connected  with  the  Apple- 
ton  Publishing  Company.  (4)  Hannah  W.,  born  in 
Middle  Smithfield  township  in  1845  received  a good 
high  school  education  in  New  Jersey  and  now  makes 
her  home  with  our  subject  and  Mrs.  Coleman.  (5) 
Henry,  born  in  1847,  was  educated  in  the  home 
schools  and  married  Hannah  Herman,  of  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.  They  now  reside  in  Boston,  Mass., 
where  he  follows  farming.  (6)  James  N.,  born  in 
1849,  married  Ella  Wolf,  of  Middle  Smithfield 
township,  and  they  reside  in  East  Stroudsburg, 
where  he  is  proprietor  of  the  Crystal  Springs  Ho- 
tel. They  have  three  children.  (7)  F.  E.  is  next  in 
order  of  birth.  (8)  George  M.,  born  in  1861,  be- 
came a soldier  in  one  of  the  Minnesota  regiments 
stationed  at  Camp  Mead,  Penn.,  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  He  married  Fannie  Keller,  of  Bar- 
rett township,  Monroe  county,  who  is  now  serving 
as  assistant  postmistress  at  Mt.  Pocono,  where  she 
and  her  daughter  Nita  reside.  (9)  Seymour,  born 
in  1863,  obtained  his  education  in  the  home  schools, 
and  now  holds  a position  in  the  custom  house  at 
Philadelphia.  He  married  Anna  Herman,  of  Wy- 
oming county,  Pennsylvania. 

F.  E.  Place  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  for 
Eis  early  educational  privileges,  and  in  1878  he  en- 
tered the  Keystone  State  Normal,  at  Ivutztown, 
Penn.,  where  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1882. 
The  same  year  he  was  made  principal  of  the  high 
■school  at  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1883  embarked  in  merchandising  at  Cresco,  Penn., 
where  he  remained  for  three  years.  Selling  out  to 
his  brothers,  he  was  employed  for  one  year  as  travel- 
ing salesman  for  the  firm  of  Thomas  Miller  & Co., 
of  Easton,  Penn.,  and  then  came  to  Mt.  Pocono, 
where  he  purchased  the  store  of  the  late  Frank 
Smith,  and  carried  on  operations  there  as  a merchant 
until  1888,  when  he  disposed  of  the  business.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  purchased  real  estate  in  the 
village  and  still  owns  one  of  the  fine  cottages  there. 
For  eight  years  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at 
that  place,  being  proprietor  of  the  Fair  View  House. 
While  thus  employed  Mr.  Place  was  married  in 
March,  1887,  t°  Miss  Alice  E.  Dowling,  a daughter 
of  Josiah  and  Emeline  Dowling,  representatives  of 
prominent  pioneer  families  of  Monroe  county.  After 
his  marriage  our  subject  brought  his  bride  to  the 


hotel,  where  they  remained  until  1897.  One  son, 
born  in  1888,  at  lVIt.  Pocono,  blesses  this  union,  and 
is  now  attending  school  in  the  village. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Place  has 
been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  in  1892,  under  President  Cleveland’s  adminis- 
tration, he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Mt.  Pocono, 
a position  he  held  until  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture in  the  fall  of  1896.  He  entered  the  legislative 
halls  in  January  of  the  following  year,  and  his  term 
expired  in  January,  1899.  His  course  there  received 
the  highest  commendation  from  his  constituents  and 
the  people  in  his  county,  as  he  did  all  in  his  power 
to  advance  their  interests,  and  he  made  many  warm 
friends  among  the  leading  members  of  the  House. 
He  is  an  enterprising,  energetic  and  reliable  business 
man,  who  has  already  met  with  marked  success  in 
his  undertakings,  and  as  a citizen  he  merits  and  re- 
ceives the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know 
him.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Mountain  Home 
Lodge  No.  684,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Wiscasset  Lodge  No. 
354,  I.  O.  R.  M. ; and  Scranton  Lodge  No.  123, 
B.  & P.  O.  E. ; while  religiously  his  wife  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

S.  U.  STANTON,  a well-to-do  and  prosperous 
young  farmer  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county, 
thoroughly  understands  the  business  he  is  pursuing, 
and  has  therefore  met  with  a well-merited  success. 
He  was  born  in  1866,  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives,  a son  of  J.  W.  and  A.  C.  (Campbell)  Stanton, 
who  have  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Preston  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  the  father  developed  and 
improved  a fine  farm.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
John  Stanton. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  as  follows : Adda  married 
Frank  Mclvane,  of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  Eleanor  is  the 
wife  of  Lewis  Haynes,  a farmer  of  Scptt  township, 
and  has  three  children,  Guy,  Osten  and  Tressie. 
Tillie  is  the  wife  of  William  Stanton,  of  Preston 
township,  and  has  three  children,  Walter,  Orvar  and 
Iva.  Lovene,  now  a resident  of  New  York  State, 
married  Leone  Hill,  of  Wayne  county.  Lila  is  at 
home.  Bert  is  engaged  in  farming  in  New  York. 
Nora  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Skellet,  of  Scott 
township.  May  and  Josie  live  with  their  parents  in 
Preston  township.  One  whose  name  is  not  given 
died  in  childhood.  Lizzie  is  at  home. 

The  common  schools  near  his  childhood  home 
afforded  S.  U.  Stanton  his  educational  privileges, 
and  upon  the  old  homestead  he  continued  to  follow 
farming  and  dairying  until  his  marriage.  In  1890  he 
wedded  Miss  Cora  Dix,  of  Wayne  county,  a daugh- 
ter of  A.  W.  and  Julia  Dix,  well-to-do  agriculturists 
of  Scott  township.  Two  children  bless  this  union: 
Ruby,  born  in  November,  1891,  and  Vera  L.,  born 
in  Scott  township,  in  October,  1893. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Stanton  bought  what 
was  known  as  the  H.  P.  Stanton  farm,  of  130  acres 
in  Scott  township,  and  there  carried  on  his  chosen 
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•occupations  of  farming  and  dairying  until  1897, 
when  he  purchased  the  old  homestead  in  Preston 
township,  where  he  is  now  living.  He  has  never 
let  his  private  affairs  interfere  with  his  duties  of 
citizenship,  but  has  always  taken  a deep  and  com- 
mendable interest  in  public  matters,  especially  those 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  fellowmen.  Being 
a strong  temperance  man,  he  does  all  in  his  power 
to  destroy  the  liquor  traffic,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Prohibition 
party  in  his  community.  He  and  his  wife  are  num- 
bered among  the  leading  members  of  the  Tell  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  of  Island  Pond,  contribute 
liberally  of  their  means  to  its  support,  and  take  an 
active  part  in  its  work.  As  citizens,  friends  and 
neighbors  they  are  true  to  every  duty,  and  justly 
merit  the  esteem  in  which  they  are  held. 

N.  P.  DUNLAP  has  been  a resident  of  Auburn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  for  over  thirty 
years,  and  is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
his  locality.  He  is  a native  of  the  county,  born  June 
29,  1834,  son  of  Ellis  Dunlap,  and  grandson  of  Rob- 
ert Dunlap. 

Robert  Dunlap  was  born  in  the  Highlands  of 
.Scotland,  and  when  a young  man  was  impressed 
into  the  British  navy.  Escaping  from  his  ship  he 
.took  refuge  in  America  and  for  a number  of  years 
worked  along  the  Great  Lakes,  finally  making  a 
permanent  home  in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  During 
his  later  years  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own 
account,  on  a small  scale.  He  was  married  here  to 
Miss  Phoebe  Ellis,  a native  of  Wyoming  county,  and 
they  had  a large  family,  viz. : Obadiah,  Thomas, 
John,  Peter,  Ellis,  William,  Joseph,  Robert,  and  Sal- 
lie.  The  father  passed  away  in  1857,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-six  years. 

Ellis  Dunlap  was  born  in  1810  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  where  he  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life, 
living  for  a time  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  was  al- 
ways engaged  in  farming.  He  was  married  in  his  na- 
tive county  to  Miss  Mary  Betron,  who  was  bom 
June  23,  1815,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Rebecca 
(Bunnell)  Betron,  and  was  of  French  descent,,  and 
we  have  the  following  record  of  their  fam- 
ily: Sarah  A.  became  the  wife  of  James  Carter,  of 
Morrison,  111.;  N.  P.  is  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch ; Levina  married  Solomon  Chappie,  of  Lacey- 
ville,  Penn. ; Emaunel  died  in  1896;  Mary  Etta  mar- 
ried Joseph  Elzoff,  of  Wyoming  county;  Benjamin 
is  a farmer  in  Susquehanna  county;  Lydia  became 
the  wife  of  L.  LaFrance,  of  Wyoming  county;  Tem- 
perance is  the  wife  of  Lyman  Winans,  of  Wyoming 
county ; Electa  is  also  a resident  of  Wyoming  coun- 
ty. The  father  of  this  family  died  in  1880,  the 
mother  surviving  until  September,  1898.  In  re- 
ligious connection  they  were  earnest  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Cnurch.  Mr.  Dunlap  was  a Democrat  in  po- 
litical faith  and  he  took  a lively  interest  in  local 
affairs,  for  several  years  holding  the  office  of  assessor 
and  in  various  other  ways  showing  himself  a valua- 
ble public  servant. 


N.  P.  Dunlap  grew  to  manhood  in  Wyoming 
county  and  in  his  boyhood  received  such  advantages 
for  education  as  the  common  schools  of  the  home 
neighborhood  afforded,  but  he  began  to  assist  his 
parents  at  an  early  age,  remaining  at  home  until  he 
reached  his  majority.  He  was  married  in  Wyoming 
county  to  Miss  Ellen  Love  who  was  born  June  29, 
1844,  in  Susquehanna  county,  daughter  of  Nelson 
and  Waitie  (Ellis)  Love, and  their  union  was  blessed 
with  children  as  follows : Robert,  who  died  March 
14,  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; Nelson,  a farm- 
er of  Wyoming  county  (he  married  Clara  Graham, 
daughter  of  James  Graham,  of  Rush  township)  ; 
Waitie,  wife  of  William  Doherty,  of  Auburn  town- 
ship; Norman,  who  died  young;  Grace,  who  keeps 
house  for  her  father;  and  Emanuel,  also  living-  at 
home.  The  mother  was  called  to  her  long  home 
August  10,  1890,  deeply  mourned  by  her  family  and 
a wide  circle  of  friends  and  neighbors  in  Auburn 
and  vicinity. 

After  commencing  life  on  his  own  account  Mr. 
Dunlap  began  to  operate  a threshing  machine,  and 
he  continued  at  this  for  thirty-three  years  in  all, 
meanwhile  taking  up  general  farming  in  connec- 
tion. He  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  the  spring 
of  1866  and  purchased  a 100-acre  tract  in  Auburn 
township,  partly  improved,  upon  which  he  has  since 
resided  and  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  has  been 
both  enterprising  and  successful.  Thirty  acres  of 
the  place  have  been  cleared  since  it  came  into  his 
possession,  and  he  has  erected  substantial  buildings 
and  made  numerous  other  improvements  which  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  property  until  it  has  become 
a most  desirable  and  pleasant,  as  well  as  productive, 
farm.  Mr.  Dunlap  is  systematic  and  thorough  in 
all  his  methods  and  has  made  a success  of  his  chosen 
calling  by  close  application  and  industry,  keeping 
abreast  of  the  times  and  adopting  new  ideas  wher- 
ever practicable.  He  has  engaged  to  some  extent  in 
dairying,  at  present  keeping  six  cows,  all  young 
stock,  and  he  also  has  thirty-eight  sheep.  In  ad- 
dition to  attending  to  his  farm  Mr.  Dunlap  has 
worked  considerably  at  bridge  building  in  Susque- 
hanna county.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
local  affairs,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  reliable 
citizens  of  the  community  in  which  he  makes  his 
home,  though  he  has  never  aspired  to  office.  His  po- 
litical preferences  are  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  in  home  elections  he  votes  for  the  man,  regard- 
less of  party  ties.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  belonging  to  Lodg'e  No.  520,  which 
he  joined  in  1859.  He  is  a member  of  the  Five 
States  Milk  Association. 

JOHN  W.  JAY,  proprietor  of  the  ‘‘Jay  House” 
at  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  is  an  enter- 
prising and  successful  landlord,  and  his  progressive 
management  has  won  warm  commendation  from  the 
traveling  public.  He  also  conducts  a well  patron- 
ized meat  market ; but  his  attention  is  chiefly  devot- 
ed to  the  hotel,  an  attractively  located  building  of 
about  forty  rooms,  with  a piazza  fronting  Borough 
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Park.  It  is  supplied  throughout  with  fine  spring 
water  and  is  heated  by  steam,  while  in  the  spring 
of  an  1899  an  acetylene  gas  plant  was  introduced 
for  lighting  the  establishment.  It  was  formerly  known 
as  the  “Union  House,’’  but  was  purchased  from  a 
Mr.  Kibby  on  April  1,  1873,  by  our  subject's  grand- 
father, William  Jay,  and  was  rebuilt  in  1884,  after  its 
destruction  by  fire.  For  the  next  ten  years  it  was 
conducted  by  Charles  Jay,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  the  latter  took  charge  in  April,  1895. 

In  the  paternal  line  our  subject  is  descend- 
ed from  pioneer  settlers  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y., 
and  his  great-grandparents,  Joseph  and  Margaret 
(Jewell)  Jay,  were  both  natives  of  that  section. 
Joseph  Jay,  who  was  born  June  17,  1782,  became 
a farmer  by  occupation  and  settled  in  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1826.  His  wife 
was  born  in  June,  1781,  and  died  in  March,  1873. 

William  Jay,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  1809,  and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in  busi- 
ness at  Otego,  N.  Y.,  as  a blacksmith.  Later  he 
became  interested  in  the  hotel  business  at  Emmons, 
N.  Y.,  continuing  until  his  removal  to  New  Milford 
in  1873.  Fie  died  December  19,  1884,  aged  seventy- 
five  years,  and  his  wife,  Merilla  (Stoddard),  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  died  December  1,  1884,  at  the 
same  age.  Of  their  large  family  of  children  our  sub- 
ject’s father  was  the  eldest;  Frances  died  in  child- 
hood; Mary  (deceased)  married  Samuel  Thomp- 
son; Wright  is  a hotel  keeper  at  New  Carlisle,  Ind. ; 
Elizabeth  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ; Carrie 
married  Dr.  C.  L.  Silvermail,  a physician  at  Greene, 
N.  Y. ; William  and  Warren  died  in  infancy. 

Charles  Jay,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
November  19,  1834,  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.. 
and  was  reared  at  Otego,  N.  Y.,  where  he  learned 
the  cooper’s  trade.  In  1865  he  removed  with  his 
father  to  Emmons,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business,  and  from  April,  1873,  to  April,  1895, 
he  was  active  in  the  management  of  the“  Jay  House ;’’ 
he  then  rented  to  our  subject.  For  many  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  I.  0.  O.  F.,  and  he  also  be- 
longed to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  died  March 
15,  1897,  his  remains  being  interred  at  New  Mil- 
ford. 1 On  November  19,  1855,  he  was  married  at 
Otego,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Charlotte  A.  Baldwin,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children : Willis  S.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years;  Frederick  P.,  a machinist  at 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Miss  Clara  Doolittle ; 
and  John  W.,  our  subject. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  (Baldwin)  Jay  was  born  De- 
cember 1,  1839,  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
of  good  New  England  stock  both  in  maternal  and  pa- 
ternal lines.  Her  grandfather,  Simon  Baldwin,  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  removed  from  Connecticut, 
with  his  wife  Abigail,  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
both  died  there.  Her  father,  John  Baldwin,  was 
born  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  but  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  was  spent  in  Otsego  county,  where  he 
followed  the  blacksmith's  trade  many  years.  He 
died  January  20,  1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  He 
married  Miss  Sally  Beardsley,  who  now  resides  in 


Elmira,  N.  Y . She  is  a native  of  Connecticut,  and 
her  parents,  Benjamin  and  Damie  (Thomas) 
Beardsley,  were  also  born  in  that  State,  but  died  at 
Franklin,  N.  Y.,  where  her  father  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  shoemaking  for  many  years.  John  and 
Sally  (Beadsley)  Baldwin  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Charlotte,  our  subject’s  mother;  Edwin,  a 
blacksmith  at  Treadwell,  N.  Y. ; Maryetta  (de- 
ceased), who  married  George  L.  Williams;  Damie, 
who  married  Van  Smith,  a retired  farmer  residing  at 
Elmira,  N.  Y. ; Irwin  J.,  an  attorney  in  Elmira,  N. 
Y. ; Emory,  a Methodist  minister  at  Tully,  N.  Y. ; 
Francis  E.,  an  attorney  at  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; and  Kate, 
who  married  Cassius  Philipp,  an  attorney  in  the 
same  city. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  27,.  1867,  at 
Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  and  as  a boy  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  New  Milford.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he 
returned  to  Oneonta,  spent  three  months  as  a clerk 
in  a hotel,  and  then  went  to  Greene,  N.  Y.,  to  take  a 
similar  position  in  the  “Shenango  House.”  After  a 
year  he  formed  a partnership  with  J.  Taft,  and  oper- 
ated the  “Commercial  Hotel”  for  two  years  under 
the  firm  name  of  Jay  & Taft,  but  on  retiring-  from 
that  firm  he  came  back  to  New  Milford  and  assumed 
charge  of  his  present  establishment.  In  politics  he 
is  *a  Democrat,  but  he  does  not  aspire  to  political 
honors ; socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Blue  Lodge, 
F.  & A M.,  at  New  Milford.  In  December,  1892, 
he  was  married  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss 
Georgie  King,  daughter  of  the  late  Adolphus  King 
and  his  wife.  Laura  King.  Her  father  was  at  one 
time  engaged  in  the  shoe  business,  but  his  last  years 
were  spent  in  retirement  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
where  her  mother  still  resides. 

HARRY  SMITH,  a prominent  merchant  and 
the  well-known  agent  for  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  railroad  at  Mt.  Pocono,  Monroe 
County,  is  one  of  the  most  energetic  and  enterprising 
business  men  of  the  community,  and  carries  forward 
to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes. 
He  was  born  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  December  18, 
1865,  a son  of  Lewis  T.  and  Caroline  (Lasher) 
Smith,  and  grandson  of  Oliver  D.  and  Eleanor 
(Trible)  Smith,  of  Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe 
county. 

Lewis  T.  Smith  was  born  in  Paradise  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
but  after  his  marriage  moved  to  Mt.  Pocono,  and 
purchased  300  acres  of  land  which  are  now  included 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  that  village.  There 
he  erected  a large  hotel  which  he  opened  for  the 
accommodation  of  city  boarders,  and  also  embarked 
in  merchandising  at  that  place  and  was  identified 
with  many  other  business  enterprises,  which  materi- 
ally advanced  the  interests  of  the  place.  At  one 
time  he  conducted  a large  livery  stable  and  also 
engaged  extensively  in  the  manufacture  of  sawed 
lumber,  making  a specialty  of  props  and  ties.  He 
was  a man  of  unusual  ability  and  a remarkable  busi- 
ness man.  Lie  was  very  successful  in  all  his  under- 
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takings  and  was  a recognized  leader  in  public  affairs. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  becarne  general  manager 
of  transports  and  remained  in  the  United  States 
serlvce  for  four  years.  For  a number  of  years  he 
filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  at  Mt.  Pocono 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  general  public,  being  first  elected  to  that 
position  m July,  1889,  and  remaining  in  office  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  January.  1897.  He 
married  Miss  Caroline  Lasher,  a daughter  of  How- 
ard Lasher,  of  Tobyhanna,  Monroe  county.  She 
died  at  their  home  in  Mt.  Pocono,  in  1883,  leaving 
one  child,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Harry  Smith  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
during  his  boyhood  and  youth,  being  a student  in 
the  home  schools  and  later  in  the  schools  of  Hacketts- 
town,  N.  J.,  and  Simpson,  Penn.  When  a young 
man  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna & Western  Railroad  Company  as  telegraph 
operator  at  Delaware  Water  Gap,  and  later  was 
transferred  to  the  office  at  Mt.  Pocono,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  In  1890  he  was  appointed  their 
general  agent,  which  in  connection  with  the  agency 
of  the  United  States  Express  Company  he  has  held 
up  to  the  present  time,  having  the  full  confidence 
of  both  companies.  At  the  death  of  his  father  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  executors  of  the  estate 
and  succeeded  to  the  mercantile  trade,  which  he  has 
since  successfully  carried  on  in  addition  to  his  other 
business.  He  seems  to  have  inherited  much  of  his 
father’s  business  ability,  is  upright  and  honorable 
in  all  his  dealings,  and  justly  merits  the  high  regard 
in  which  he  is  held  both  In  business  and  social 
circles. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Carrie  M.  Hamblin, 
a most  estimable  lady,  who  was  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Paradise  Valley,  and  is  a daughter  of 
John  and  Christina  Hamblin.  Two  children  blessed 
this  union : Leroy  T.,  who  died  in  childhood ; and 
Florence  M.,  who  was  born  in  1889,  and  is  now  at- 
tending school  in  Mt.  Pocono.  Politically  Mr.  Smith 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  has 
never  aspired  to  office.  He  was  reared  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  and  is  still  one  of  its  liberal 
supporters.  As  a business  man  and  citizen  he 
stands  high  in  the  community  where  he  has  so  long 
made  his  home,  and  his  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances is  extensive. 

WARD  IVES  is  a worthy  representative  of 
the  business  interests  of  Hallstead,  Susquehanna 
county,  being  a stockholder  and  director  of  the  Hall- 
stead  Textile  Company.  Although  he  is  still  a 
young  man  comparatively,  his  popularity  in  business 
and  social  circles  is  established  on  a firm  basis — that 
of  his  own  well-tested  merit,  his  ability,  enterpris- 
ing and  upright  methods  having  secured  for  him  an 
enviable  reputation. 

Mr.  Ives  was  born  on  the  old  Ives  homestead 
in  Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county,  July 
16,  1866,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  this  section  of  the  State.  His  grandfather,  Reu- 
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ben  Ives,  was  born  in  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  Janu- 
ary 10,  1799,  and  came  to  Lawsville,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  about  1810,  with  his  mother  and  three 
brothers,  Caswell,  Nathaniel  and  Henry.  A son  of 
Caswell  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead  at  Laws- 
ville, and  although  eighty-five  years  of  age,  his 
mind  is  clear  and  vigorous,  his  memory  retentive. 
About  1823,  Reuben  Ives  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Hannah  Drake,  who  was  born  in  Dutch- 
ess county,  N.  Y.,  in  1800.  In  February,  1847, 
they  moved  to  Fairfax  county,  Va.,  with  wagons, 
a distances  of  320  miles  and  were  eleven  days  upon 
the  road.  In  early  manhood  the  grandfather  learned 
cloth  dressing,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was 
devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  suffered  much 
during  the  Civil  war  as  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Union,  and  he  was  held  a prisoner  in  his  own 
house  in  the  intervening  time  between  the  first  and 
second  battles  of  Bull  Run,  though  after  the  first 
battle  his  family  escaped  to  Washington  with  the 
retreating  Northern  army.  Subsequently  a home 
guard  was  organized  for  defense  against  the  murder- 
ous Mosby  and  his  band  of  guerrillas,  and  for  a time 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject  had  command  of  the 
same.  His  wife  died  in  1865,  worn  out  by  the  hor- 
rors of  war,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  but  he 
lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  and 
at  his  death  was  laid  to  rest  by  her  side  in  the 
famous  old  Falls  Church  yard.  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  who 
reached  years  of  maturity,  and  one  daughter  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  Eleanor  E.,  the 
eldest,  married  A.  B.  Roberts  and  moved  to  Wis- 
consin, where  she  died  three  years  later.  (2)  Dimis 
A.  married  Thomas  Chamberlin  and  still  lives  in 
Prince  William  county,  Va.  Their  children  are 
Alice,  wife  of  Dr.  Maitland  Bennet,  and  Dr.  Charles 
Chamberlin,  both  residents  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
(3)  Abigail  J.  married  Lewis  A.  Crump,  and  both 
died  soon  after  the  Civil  war,  being  buried  at  Falls 
Church.  One  son,  Elmer  I.,  survives  and  lives  on 
the  old  Ives  homestead  at  that  place.  (4)  Albert 
FI.,  now  sixty-four  years  of  age,  is  a wheelwright 
by  trade,  and  makes  his  home  at  Falls  Church,  Va. 
He  married  Dora  Jenkins,  who  died  in  1891,  leav- 
ing two  sons : Albert,  a civil  engineer ; and  Claud,  a 
funeral  director.  (5)  Rebuen  N.,  our  subject’s  fa- 
ther, is  the  next  in  the  family.  (6)  S.  S.,  born  De- 
cember 18,  1839,  was  married,  December  25,  1872, 
to  Jane  Neal,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Grace 
M.,  now  the  wife  of  William  Hindman. 

Rev.  Reuben  N.  Ives,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Lawsville  Center,  Susquehanna  county, 
October  7,  1837,  and  when  about  ten  years  old  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Virginia, 
but  in  1855,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  returned  to 
Pennsylvania.  The  following  spring  he  located  on 
what  is  known  as  the  Ives  farm  in  Great  Bend  town- 
ship, and  the  first  thirty-five  years  of  his  life  were 
devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Since  then  he  has 
been  engaged  in  preaching  the  Gospel  as  a minister 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  has  had  pastoral 
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charge  of  the  Churches  of  that  denomination  in 
Conklin,  N.  Y. ; Great  Bend  (now  Hallstead, 
Penn.)  ; Bernice  and  Harford,  Penn.;  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ; Sheffield,  Ala. ; and  New  Milford,  Penn.  He 
labors  untiringly  in  the  interests  of  his  Church,  and 
is  not  only  loved  by  his  own  congregation,  but 
is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  On  Oc- 
tober 1 6,  1857,  he  wedded  Miss  Mary  A.  Watson,  of 
Franklin,  Penn.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  (1)  Eleanor,  born  August  17, 
1858,  was  married,  April  25,  1882,  to  B.  R.  Tanner, 
and  died  November  14,  1897,  leaving  a husband  and 
two  sons,  Charles  B.  and  Archie  L.  (2)  Carrie,  born 
November  3,  1861,  was  married  September  28,  1880, 
to  L.  G.  Simmons,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Claud  B.,  Milton  R.  and  Mary  A.,  all  living.  (3) 
Ward  is  mentioned  below.  (4)  Scott,  born  De- 
cember 7,  1868,  was  married  December  4,  1889,  to 
Cora  Oliver,  and  has  four  children,  Harry  O.,  Elsie 
M.,  Bernice  and  Dewey.  (5)  Lewis,  born  Novem- 
ber 7,  1874,  is  with  his  parents. 

Ward  ives  was  educated  in  the  district  schools, 
of  which  his  father  was  a teacher  for  a number  of 
years.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  his  business 
career  as  a clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  M.  S.  Bee- 
be, of  Great  Bend,  and  was  later  a clerk  in  the 
depot  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & W estern 
railroad  at  that  place.  In  1884,  he  entered  Wyom- 
ing Seminary,  of  Kingston,  Penn.,  and  after  gradu- 
ating at  that  institution,  he  was  employed  in  the 
Merchants  National  Bank  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
as  head  bookkeeper,  for  six  years.  He  was  then 
elected  general  manager  and  president  of  the  Bing- 
hamton Woollen  Mills,  with  which  he  was  connected 
until  the  disastrous  fire  of  1893  destroyed  their 
plant.  Later  in  company  with  his  father  he  pur- 
chased the  Monitor  Woolen  Mills  of  Madison  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  moved  the  plant  to  Hallstead,  merging 
the  business  into  the  Hallstead  Textile  Company,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a stockholder  and  director. 
In  1896  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  at  the 
same  place,  but  two  years  later  sold  his  store,  and 
with  his  brother  Scott  has  since  engaged  in  the 
operation  of  the  old  Ives  homestead  in  Great  Bend 
township. 

In  1891,  Mr.  Ives  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Nellie  Badger,  of  Conklin,  N.  Y.,  a daughter 
of  Frederick  and  Cornelia  (Vasberry)  Badger, 
prominent  citizens  of  that  place.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  owned 
property;  in  1895  removed  to  Madison  county,  that 
State ; and  a year  later  came  to  Hallstead,  Penn., 
where  he  bought  property.  Since  purchasing  the 
old  homestead,  with  his  brother,  they  have  erected 
a good  house  and  barn  upon  the  place,  and  made 
many  other  improvements,  so  that  it  is  now  one  of 
the  best  and  most  desirable  farms  in  Great  Bend 
township.  Mrs.  Ives  was  born  in  Conklin,  N.  Y., 
and  educated  in  the  high  schools  of  Binghamton. 
By  her  marriage  to  our  subject  she  has  become 
the  mother  of  two  sons:  Charles  W.,  born  in  July, 
1895 ; and  George  R.,  Dorn  in  1897. 


Mr.  Ives’  father  lias  always  affiliated  with  the 
Whig  and  Republican  parties,  and  for  a number  of 
years  he  most  efficiently  served  as  school  director 
m Great  Bend  township.  Our  subject  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  now  filling  the 
office  of  poormaster.  In  religious  faith  the  entire 
family  are  Presbyterians  and  in  social  circles  they 
occupy  an  enviable  position. 

JAMES  WELDON  (deceased),  for  some  time 
a popular  and  successful  business  man  of  Hawley, 
Wayne  county,  was  a native  of  County  Mayo,  Ire- 
land, where  his  mother  died.  His  father,  Thomas 
Weldon,  later  came  to  America,  and  in  New  York 
City  spent  his  last  days.  In  the  family  were  three 
children,  namely:  James,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Thomas,  who  died  on  an  American  man-'of-war 
while  serving  as  a musician ; and  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Garrity,  who  died  in  New  York. 

When  a young  man  James  Weldon  crossed  the 
Atlantic  with  the  hope  of  benefitting  his  financial 
condition,  as  he  believed  that  better  opportunity 
was  afforded  ambitious  young  men  in  the  New 
World  than  in  his  native  land.  He  was  first  em- 
ployed in  a cloth  store  in  New  York  City  until 
May  15,  1850,  when  he  came  to  Hawley,  Wayne 
county,  Penn.,  and  embarked  in  the  hotel  business. 
So  successful  was  he  in  this  undertaking,  that  at 
the  end  of  three  years  he  was  able  to  erect  a substan- 
tial brick  building,  in  which  he  conducted  a hotel 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  also  became  one 
of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  the  place, 
and  was  called  upon  to  serve  as  supervisor.  The 
Democratic  party  always  found  in  him  an  earnest 
advocate  and  supporter,  and  in  the  Catholic  Church 
he  held  membership.  He  left  his  family  in  comfort- 
able circumstances,  and  the  success  that  crowned  his 
efforts  was  due  entirely  to  his  own  industry,  perse- 
verance and  good  management. 

In  1847,  in  New  York  City,  Mr.  Weldon  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Stanton,  who  was  born  in 
Parsons  Town,  Kings  County,  Ireland,  December 
24,  1828,  a daughter  of  Patrick  and  Ella  (Kemme) 
Stanton,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Ireland,  but 
the  latter  came  to  America  and  spent  her  last  days 
with  her  daughter  Mary  in  Hawley,  where  she 
died  in  1853.  In  her  family  were  seven  children,  as 
follows : Andrew  died  in  St.  Louis ; William  died 
in  Carbondale,  Penn. ; Simon,  in  Arkansas ; Mary  is 
the  only  one  now  living;  Thomas  and  John  died  in 
Ireland;  and  Martin  died  while  serving  in  the  Brit- 
ish army.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weldon  were  born 
three  children : Mary  A.,  who  lives  with  her  moth- 
er in  Hawley ; James,  who  died  in  infancy ; and 
Ellen,  now  the  wife  of  E.  V.  Murray,  of  Hawley. 

In  the  fall  of  1866,  at  Hawley,  Mrs.  Weldon  was 
married  to  Edward  Connel,  Father  Filand  officiat- 
ing. Mr.  Connel,  who  was  a successful  boot  and 
shoe  maker  and  merchant  of  Hawley,  having  several 
men  working  for  him,  died  in  1870,  aged  thirty-sev- 
en years.  Mrs.  Connel  and  her  daughter  Miss 
Mary  A.  Weldon,  now  own  and  operate  the  “Con- 
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nel  Hotel,”  which  under  their  able  management, 
has  become  a great  favorite  with  the  traveling  pub- 
lic and  receives  liberal  patronage. 

LAFAYETTE  GRAHAM,  who  owns  and  op- 
erates a well-improved  farm  in  Scott  township, 
Wayne  county,  is  a native  of  New  York,  horn  in 
1837,  and  when  a year  old  was  brought  to  Wayne 
county  by  his  parents,  Leander  and  Rebecca  (Cole) 
Graham.  For  many  years  the  father  engaged  in 
lumbering  as  a jobber  in  Lycoming  and  Tioga  coun- 
ties, Penn.,  and  dying  at  English,  Lycoming  county, 
was  buried  at  the  blockhouse  there.  The  mother’s 
death  occurred  in  Wayne  county  some  years  ago. 
Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  their  seven  children, 
the  others  being:  Louisa,  wife  of  Frank  Hibbard, 
of  Pennsylvania ; Lorenzo,  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  Lycoming  county ; Leonard,  who  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y. ; Lydia,  wife  of  Wyclifif  Burleigh,  of 
Scott  township,  Wayne  county;  Lewis  S.,  who  was 
living  in  Lycoming  county  when  last  heard  from  ; and 
Laura,  wife  of  Leander  Bisnet,  of  Lycoming  county. 

In  Wayne  county  Lafayette  Graham  grew  to 
manhood  and  was  married  in  i860  to  Miss  Eunice  A. 
Bastow,  of  that  county,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Eunice  Bastow.  They  have  become  the  parents  of 
three  children,  of  whom  William  died  in  childhood. 
Eliot,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  married  Sarah  Brown,  of  Starrucca,  Wayne 
county.  With  their  children  they  now  reside  in  Sul- 
livan county,  Penn.  Orila,  born  on  the  homestead  in 
Scott  township,  is  now  the  wife  of  Stephen  B.  Lon- 
don, of  that  township,  and  has  five  children,  Nettie, 
Mellie,  Lizzie,  George  and  Bessie. 

On  the  President’s  first  call  for  volunteers  to 
assist  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion,  Mr.  Graham 
enlisted  in  1861  for  three  months,  and  on  the  ex- 
piration of  that  term  he  re-enlisted  in  August,  1861, 
in  the  50th  New  York  Engineers  for  three  years 
or  during  the  war.  As  a member  of  Company  F 
he  proceeded  to  the  front,  and  while  engaged  in 
building  a bridge  at  Chickahominv  Swamp  he  was 
so  injured  that  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital  at 
Fortress  Monroe  for  three  months.  ' On  rejoining 
his  command,  he  participated  in  all  the  engagements 
in  which  his  regiment  took  part,  including  the  siege 
of  Yorktown,  and  the  seven-days’  fight  on  the  Po- 
tomac. On  account  of  physical  disability  he  was 
honorably  discharged  in  1865,  and  returned  home. 
Lie  has  since  lived  in  Scott  township,  where  he  has 
cleared  and  developed  a good  farm,  on  which  he  has 
erected  a good  house  and  barn,  and  made  many  other 
improvements  which  add  to  its  value  and  attrac- 
tive appearance. 

Reared  as  a Whig  Mr.  Graham  joined  the  Re- 
publican party  on  its  organization,  and  has  since 
been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters.  He  is  an  honored 
member  of  Capt.  Oliver  Mumford  Post  No.  373,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  Starrucca,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  both 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Their  support  is  always  given  those  objects  which 


they  believe  are  calculated  to  advance  the  moral  or 
material  welfare  of  their  community,  and  they  are 
accordingly  numbered  among  the  valued  and  hon- 
ored citizens  of  Scott  township. 

PETER  A.  HELLER,  a prominent  resident 
of  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  is  the  owner 
of  a fine  farm  near  the  village  of  Paradise  Valley, 
and  he  and  his  son  David  N.,  an  enterprising  and  able 
young  man,  have  made  the  estate  a model  of  scien- 
tific agriculture.  While  our  subject  is  approaching 
the  age  when  most  men  desire  freedom  from  care, 
he  has  not  lost  his  interest  in  affairs,  and  he  main- 
tains to  a remarkable  degree  his  strength  of  mind 
and  body. 

Peter  A.  Heller  was  born  in  November,  1826, 
in  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  and  is  a descendant  of 
good  pioneer  stock,  the  Heller  family  having  been 
identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  State  for 
generations. 

Adam  Heller,  our  subject’s  father,  was  a native 
of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  married  Miss  Mary  M.  Lowgenstine,  and  soon 
afterward  removed  to  Plainfield  township,  North- 
ampton county,  where  he  followed  the  shoemaker’s 
trade  for  many  years.  Both  are  now  dead,  and  of 
their  ten  children  two  are  now  living.  Their  children 
were:  (1)  Sarah,  born  in  Lehigh  county,  married 
Samuel  Mill,  of  that  county,  and  removed  to  Bucks 
county,  but  later  they  settled  in  Northampton  coun- 
ty, where  they  died  leaving  two  children — Matilda, 
a resident  of  Pen  Argyl,  Penn.,  and  one  whose 
name  is  not  given.  (2)  Betsy  married  David  Min- 
inger  and  resided  in  Allentown,  Penn.,  where  both 
died  some  years  ago.  (3)  Patty  married  Joseph 
Mininger,  of  Bucks  county,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. (4)  Ellen  married  Nixon  Shaw,  of  Bucks 
county,  and  resided  in  Bangor,  where  she  died  leav- 
ing a family.  (5)  Terrissa  married  Jacob  Knicht, 
now  deceased,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  she  still  resides 
in  that  city.  They  had  three  daughters — Cecelia, 
Annie  and  Eliza.  (6)  Lydia  married  Samuel  Hartzel, 
of  Northampton  county,  and  there  they  died  leav- 
ing five  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living  in 
Ohio.  (7)  Hannah,  born  in  Lehigh  county,  was  the 
wife  of  Theodore  Davis,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn., 
and  resides  in  Easton,  where  she  died  a few  years 
ago.  (8)  Eliza  married  Reuben  Salt,  of  Northamp- 
ton county,  where  they  died  leaving  five  children — - 
Jefferson,  Benjamin,  James,  Enos  and  Mary.  (9) 
Peter  A.  is  mentioned  more  fully  farther  on.  (10) 
Adam,  born  in  Bucks  county  in  1829,  married  Miss 
Sabina  Trach,  of  Northampton  county.  Fie  was  a car- 
penter by  trade  and  after  his  marriage  he  settled  in 
Easton,  where  he  died  in  1894.  They  had  six  chil- 
dren— Irvin,  Edward,  Archer,  William,  Emma  (de- 
ceased) and  Louisa,  who  married  and  resides  in 
New  Jersey. 

Our  subject's  youth  was  chiefly  spent  in  North- 
ampton county,  where  he  learned  the  cooper’s  trade, 
a business  which  he  followed  for  twenty  years.  In 
1871  he  came  to  Monroe  county  and  found  employ- 
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meat  at  his  trade  at  Mountain  Home,  where  he  and 
his  family  resided  for  nine  years,  in  1876  he  pur- 
chased the  Henry  Sipe  farm  in  Paradise  township 
where  he  has  made  many  improvements.  Later  he 
and  his  son  David  purchased  five  acres  near  the 
homestead  where  they  have  cleared  up  land  and  mane 
general  improvements.  Politically  Mr.  Pleller  is 
a Democrat,  and  while  he  is  not  inclined  to  official  life 
he  has  never  shirked  the  duties  of  citizenship,  hav- 
ing served  as  tax  collector  and  judge  of  election  in 
Paradise  township.  He  has  always  been  interested 
in  religious  work,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  leading 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  their 
locality. 

In  1855  Mr.  Heller  was  married  to  Miss  Caro- 
line Metz,  who  was  born  in  1831,  the  daughter  of 
David  and  Anna  Metz,  of  Northampton  county, 
Penn.,  and  a member  of  a prominent  family  of  that 
section.  Until  1871  they  resided  in  Plainfield  town- 
ship, Northampton  county,  and  their  five  children 
Avere  born  there,  and  were  as  follows : ( 1 ) Edna 
died  when  tAvelve  years  of  age.  (2)  Miss  Annie,  who 
is  at  home,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  Her 
earnest  Christian  character  has  won  her  a large 
circle  of  friends.  (3)  Ellen  died  when  nine  years 
of  age.  (4)  Emma  is  now  the  rvife  of  W.  A.  J. 
Beaty,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they  now  reside  in  Bryn 
Mawr,  Montgomery  county,  Penn.,  where  he  owns 
a home.  (5)  David  N.  Heller,  the  only  son,  was 
born  in  1864,  and  when  eight  years  of  age  came  to 
Monroe  county  Avith  his  parents.  He  received  a good 
public-school  education  and  he  remained  with  his 
parents  on  the  farm  taking  the  management  of  the 
business.  He  has  been  a dutiful  son  and  is  a young 
man  of  good  moral  habits,  being  much  respected 
and  honored  in  the  community. 

I.  G.  WILLIAMS,  a reliable  and  intelligent 
agriculturist  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county, 
was  born  in  that  township,  July  27,  1866,  and  is  a 
son  of  A.  B.  Williams,  whose  sketch  appears  on  an- 
other page  of  this  \Tolume.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  near  his  boyhood  home  until  fourteen  years 
of  age,  and  on  attaining  his  majority  embarked  in 
the  butchering  business  at  Honesdale,  Wayne  county. 
Later  he  Avas  interested  in  the  same  business  in  Lack- 
awanna county,  Penn.,  and  was  then  employed  in  a 
sawmill  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  for 
two  years.  Purchasing  a portable  sawmill  he  operated 
the  same  for  about  three  years,  and  on  selling  it 
bought  his  present  farm  consisting  of  ninety-three 
acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  cleared.  Upon  the  place 
is  a fine  residence,  commodious  barns  and  other  im- 
provements which  make  it  one  of  the  best  farms  of 
its  size  in  the  locality.  In  connection  with  general 
farming,  Mr.  Williams  is  also  interested  in  dairying 
and  sheep  raising,  having  a flock  of  fifty-four  sheep, 
and  upon  his  farm  are  about  200  maple  trees,  from 
which  he  makes  several  hundred  pounds  of  sugar 
each  year. 

On  January  1,  1895,  in  Columbia,  N.  J.,  Mr. 
Williams  Avas  married  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Trimbrell,  a 


Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Edna  Nau- 
man,  a native  of  Monroe  county,  Penn.,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Wilhelmina  (Ivoerner)  Nauman, 
also  natrves  of  Monroe  county,  the  former  born  in 
Stroudsburg,  and  the  latter  of  German  ancestry. 
In  the  Nauman  family  were  the  following  children : 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Joseph  B.  Williams,  of  Mt.  Po- 
cono,  Monroe  county;  Theodore  N.,  a conductor  on 
the  Delaware,  LackaAvanna  & Western  railroad,  liv- 
ing at  Scranton,  Penn. ; William,  avIio  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-four  years;  James,  a Avheel wright  and 
blacksmith,  of  Paradise,  Monroe  county ; Lydia  A., 
Avife  of  William  Welchler,  of  Clark’s  Summit,  Lack- 
aAvanna Co.,  Penn. ; Samuel,  a carpenter  living  near 
Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county ; Charles,  of  Daleville, 
LackaAvanna  county;  Josiah  D.,  a clerk  in  the  coal 
office  of  the  Delaware,  LackaAvanna  & Western  Rail- 
road Co.,  at  Scranton;  and  Edna,  who  was  born 
March  20,  1869,  and  is  iioav  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Arminda,  Avife  of  Allen  Nauman,  of  Mt.  Po- 
cono,  Monroe  county;  and  Ira  D.,  who  is  still  Avith 
his  parents. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Williams  has 
always  been  a stanch  Republican,  and  he  has  most 
acceptably  filled  the  offices  of  constable  for  three 
years,  and  collector  for  six  years.  Fraternally  he  is 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
Ioavs  and  the  Richley  Protective  Association ; and 
religiously  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  a very  industrious,  wide-awake  and 
progressUe  man,  of  known  reliability,  who  has  the 
good  Avill  of  his  neighbors  and  the  friendship  of  all 
who  knoAV  him. 

MICHAEL  HERMAN,  the  well-known  manu- 
facturer of  carriages  and  Avagons,  is  one  of  the 
leading-  business  men  of  Honesdale,  and  an  account 
of  his  career  should  find  a prominent  place  in  a 
volume  which  is  designed  to  preserve  for  future 
generations  an  accurate  vieAV  of  the  men  who  are 
developing"  and  sustaining  the  chief  activities  of  this 
section  to-day. 

Mr.  Herman  Avas  born  February  12,  1839,  in 
Honesdale,  but  is  descended  in  both  paternal  and 
maternal  lines  from  German  ancestry.  His  father, 
Frederick  Herman,  avIio  Avas  born  in  Bavaria  in  1793, 
was  a soldier  in  the  Bavarian  army  in  1813  during 
the  campaign  against  Napoleon  and  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Leipsic,  one  limb  being  so  injured 
that  he  Avas  discharged  from  further  service.  Later 
he  married  Margaret  Feldem,  a native  of  the  same 
province,  born  in  1802,  and  in  1837  they  came  to 
the  United  States,  landing  in  NeAV  York  City.  From 
that  point  they  made  their  Avay  by  canal  to  Hones- 
dale, and  for  some  years  the  father  Avas  employed 
by  the  DelaAvare  & Hudson  Canal  Co.  In  1843 
he  purchased  a tract  of  forest  land  in  Wayne  county, 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  South  Canaan  township, 
where  he  cleared  a farm  and  built  a log-house  for  a 
residence.  He  Avas  a man  of  high  character  and 
he  and  his  worthy  wife  Avere  devout  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  he  gave  liberally  of 
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his  time  and  means.  His  death  occurred  in  1852, 
his  wife  surviving  him  with  four  children  until  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1886.  Of  the  children,  (1)  Margaret, 
who  was  born  Bavaria,  married  Jacob  Lauer,  of 
New  York  City,  where  she  died  in  1886.  She  had 
five  children — Annie  (now  the  wife  of  August 
Kremp,  of  Middle  Village,  N.  Y.),  Lizzie,  Amelia, 
Jacob  and  August.  (2)  Barbara,  who  was  also  born 
in  Bavaria,  married  Louis  Ivrietner,  a soldier  in 
the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  who  died 
some  years  ago  at  Honesdale,  where  she  now  resides. 
She  has  the  following  children — Lewis,  Jacob,  Fred- 
erick, William,  Theodore,  and  Annie.  (3)  Mary, 
born  in  1830,  in  Bavaria,  married  Frederick  Lohman, 
a wealthy  real  estate  dealer  at  Honesdale,  who  died 
in  1890.  They  had  six  children— Maggie  married 
Henry  Sweger,  of  Honesdale,  and  both  died  some 
years  ago  leaving  two  children ; Lizzie,  Dora,  Katie, 
Frederick,  and  Mary  are  living.  (4)  Michael  is 
our  subject. 

Michael  Herman  was  educated  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, in  the  schools  of  South  Canaan  and  Honesdale, 
and  in  1853  he  and  his  mother  removed  from  the 
latter  city  to  New  York,  where  he  was  employed 
as  a baker  for  one  year.  In  1854  he  left  his  mother 
in  New  York  and  returned  to  Honesdale  to  learn 
the  blacksmith’s  trade  with  Corrv  & Estabrook, 
with  whom  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years 
and  ten  months.  On  completing  his  term  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  same  firm  as  a journeyman,  and  in 
1861  he  entered  the  employ  of  Jacob  C.  Vetter  of 
East  Honesdale.  In  1865  he  engaged  in  business 
on  his  own  account  in  partnership  with  George 
Councilman,  a brother-in-law,  and  they  conducted 
a shop  successfully  until  1868  when  Mr.  Herman 
sold  his  interest.  In  1876  our  subject  purchased 
the  property  known  as  the  Jacob  C.  Vetter  place, 
located  on  the  east  side  of  the  Lackawaxen  river  at 
Honesdale,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  wagons  and  carriages  of  all  kinds. 
He  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  every  branch  of 
the  trade  and  constructs  any  vehicle  from  the  “rough 
to  the  finish,”  while  he  also  deals  extensively  in 
wagons  and  carriages  of  other  makes.  From  eight 
to  ten  men  are  constantly  employed  in  his  plant 
and  his  trade  is  steadily  on  the  increase,  his  name  be- 
ing widely  known  as  a guarantee  that  the  vehicles 
sent  out  from  his  shop  are  as  good  as  skill  can  make 
■ them.  In  1895  his  entire  plant  burned  down  with 
a large  amount  of  lumber,  machinery  and  stock,  the 
latter  including  thirty-one  new  wagons  and  fifteen 
new  sleighs.  The  buildings,  paint  shop  and  all, 
were  totally  destroyed,  causing  a loss  of  $12,000, 
but  in  the  same  year  he  re-built  on  a larger  scale, 
introducing  various  improvements  in  the  plant.  He 
also  erected  in  the  same  year  a large  three-storv 
dwelling  house  with  all  modern  improvements,  and 
at  present  he  uses  the  lower  story  or  basement,  as 
a depository  and  office.  Mr.  Herman  is  a man  of 
genial  nature  and  is  much  esteemed  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  who  have  frequently  chosen  him  to| 
office.  He  has  served  as  school  director  eleven 


years;  overseer  of  the  poor  for  six  years,  and  town- 
ship assessor  for  three  years,  having  been  elected  to 
the  latter  post  in  1891.  He  was  formerly  a member 
of  the  Democratic  party  but  he  has  always  reserved 
the  right  of  independent  judgment  and  of  late  has 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  In  religious  faith 
he  is  a Lutheran  and  he  and  his  family  are  prominent 
workers  in  the  Church  at  Honesdale.  In  1865  he 
was  drafted  as  a soldier  but  by  paying  commutation 
he  secured  exemption  from  service. 

In  1863  Mr.  Herman  married  Miss  Selma 
Reichbackter,  of  Honesdale,  who  was  born  in  Sax- 
ony, Germany.  They  have  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  living,  making  a family  that  would 
do  honor  to  any  parents.  The  children  were:  (1) 
Frederick,  born  in  1864,  was  educated  at  Honesdale 
and  is  now  engaged  in  his  father’s  shops  as  a painter. 
He  is  not  married  and  resides  at  home.  (2)  Edward, 
born  in  1866,  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  with  his 
father  and  is  now  engaged  in  business  with  him. 
(3)  George  died  in  childhood.  (4)  Annie,  born  in 
1872,  was  educated  in  Honesdale,  completing  a high 
school  course,  and  resides  with  her  parents.  (5) 
William,  born  in  1874,  is  a young  man 
of  excellent  ability  in  mercantile  lines  and  for  five 
years  past  has  been  in  the  employ  of  Warren  Schenk 
as  a clerk  in  his  general  store.  (6)  Charles,  born  in 
1877,  is  now  working  as  a blacksmith  for  his  father, 
with  whom  he  learned  the  trade.  (7)  Amelia,  born 
in  1879,  is  attending  school  at  Honesdale.  (8)  John 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  (9)  Horace,  born  in 
1888,  is  studying  in  the  Honesdale  schools.  Mr. 
Herman  belongs  to  the  Legion  of  Honor,  an  in- 
surance order. 

MARTIN  LEICHT  is  one  'of  the  prominent 
young  business  men  of  Matamoras,  Pike  countv,  and 
is  now  successfully  managing  a hotel  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Leicht  was  born  there  March  15,  1877, 
a son  of  Charles  and  Christiana  (Huffman)  Leicht. 
His  maternal  grandfather  was  George  E.  Huffman, 
a native  of  Germany,  where  he  learned  the  mason’s 
trade.  At  an  early  day  he  came  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Westfall  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  soon  became  widely  and  favorably  known. 
He  was  a stanch  Democrat  in  political  sentiment,  and 
was  elected  to  nearly  all  the  township  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  justice  of  the  peace,  which  he  most 
acceptably  filled.  In  his  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren, namely:  Annie,  wife  of  Henry  Nehemyer,  of 
Westfall  township,  Pike  county;  John,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  years ; Christiana,  mother 
of  our  subject ; Minnie,  wife  of  David  Gantz,  a tailoi 
in  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; George,  deceased ; Mar} , 
wife  of  George  Gaylord,  of  Germantown,  N.  Y. , 
Tilly,  wife  of  William  Van  Dine,  of  East  Orange, 
N.  Y. ; and  Carrie,  wife  of  John  Lane,  of  Port  Jer- 
vis, New  York. 

Charles  Leicht,  our  subject's  father,  was  also  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  in  Saxony,  whence  when  a 
boy  of  ten  years  he  came  to  America  and  secured  em- 
ployment in  New  York  City,  where  he  learned  the  ci- 


1718 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


gar  maker's  trade.  There  he  was  married,  May  12, 
1876,  to  Miss  Christiana  Huffman,  a native  of  West- 
fail  township,  Pike  county,  and  to  them  were  born 
two  children:  Martin,  our  subject;  and  Minnie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  The  father  passed 
away  in  1881,  and  the  mother  afterward  married 
Frank  Miller,  whose  death  occurred  in  October, 
1896.  She  now  makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 

Martin  Leicht  was  reared  in  Matamoras,  Pike 
county,  and  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  of  the 
village  for  his  education.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
he  began  assisting  his  stepfather  in  the  hotel  work, 
and  soon  became  familiar  with  every  department 
of  the  business,  SO'  that  he  is  now  fully  competent 
to  fill  his  present  responsible  position  as  manager  of 
the  hotel  now  owned  by  his  mother.  Like  his  ances- 
tors, he  is  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
he  is  also  a member  of  the  Maennerchor,  a German 
singing  society  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.  He  was  mar- 
ried, July  21,  1896,  to  Miss  Agnes  Gibhart,  a daugh- 
ter of  Nicholas  Gibhart,  and  they  have  a daughter, 
Sophia  Margaret,  born  September  11,  1897. 

LEVI  L.  LE  ROY,  a well-known  horticulturist 
of  New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is 
a representative  citizen,  and  in  his  career  there  is 
much  that  is  worthy  of  emulation.  His  thrift  and 
enterprise  have  won  for  him  a high  standing  in  busi- 
ness circles,  while  his  public  spirit  was  shown  by 
service  in  the  Union  army  from  1862  to  1865,  a por- 
tion of  the  time  being  spent  in  special  hospital  dutv. 

Mr.  LeRoy  was  born  August  22,  1831,  near 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  is  of  French  descent  in  the  pa- 
ternal line.  His  grandfather,  John  LeRoy,  came 
from  France  with  two  brothers,  owing  to  religious 
troubles,  and  settled  in  Albany.  Tunis  S.  LeRoy,  our 
subject's  father,  was  born  at  Le  Roy,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
married  at  Stephentown,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Asenath 
Ivnappen.  In  1856  he  removed  to  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  business  for 
many  years  as  a farmer  and  blacksmith.  He  died  in 
1876,  aged  eighty-one  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  In  June,  1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years, 
their  remains  being  interred  in  Wyoming  county. 
They  had  a large  family  of  children  as  follows : 
William,  who  died  in  Michigan  in  1898  ; Sarah,  who 
married  Jere  Wells,  and  died  in  Chicago,  111.;  Mel- 
vina,  who  married  Daniel  Prosser,  and  died  in  New 
York  State ; Simon,  a retired  merchant  at  Utica,  N. 
Y. ; Jackson,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania ; Sheribiah, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Levi  L.,  our  subject;  Asen- 
ath, who  married  W.  Chapman,  of  New  Milford; 
Tunis,  a machinist ; Delavan,  foreman  on  a canal  in 
New  York  State;  and  Hellen,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. 

Our  subject  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  left 
home,  his  assistance  upon  the  farm  being  of  value  to 
his  father.  He  purchased  a farm  in  New  Milford 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  has  ever  since 
been  engaged  in  agriculture  with  the  exception  of 
the  time  spent  in  the  army.  In  December,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  in  Company  G,  N. 


Y.  H.  A.,  under  Capt.  Jones,  “for  three  years  or  the 
war.”  He  served  until  the  close  of  the  struggle, 
being  discharged  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  in  1865,  and 
saw  some  severe  fighting  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness and  Alsop  House  and  various  skirmishes.  At 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  he  was  taken  ill  and 
sent  to  the  hospital,  and  on  his  recovery  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  Aurger’s  hospital  baggage.  In 
politics  he  is  a strong  Republican,  but  he  does  not 
aspire  to  office.  He  and  his  family  are  prominent 
socially,  and  he  is  identified  with  the  Congregational 
Church  at  New  Milford,  also  with  the  F.  & A.  M., 
in  which  he  holds  the  rank  of  master.  On  Novem- 
ber 16,  1861,  he  was  married  at  JNew  Milford  town- 
ship to  Miss  Mahaley  Watson,  who  was  born  in  that 
township  April  30,  1837,  a daughter  of  John  W.  and 
Mary  Ann  (Tennant)  Watson.  Of  their  five  chil- 
dren the  eldest,  John  D.  (deceased)  married  Miss 
Dela  B.  Braman,  of  Forest  City,  Penn.  (2)  Mary 
married  Adelbert  Braman,  justice  of  the  peace  at 
Forest  City.  (3)  Wellington  H.,  a tailor  and 
wholesale  clothing  merchant  at  Nicholson,  Penn., 
married  Miss  May  Clinton.  (4)  Charles  is  a tailor 
and  clothier  at  Factoryville,  Penn.  (5)  Grant  re- 
sides at  home. 

MILTON  LOTT,  who  is  now  livine  retired  on 
his  large  farm  in  Auburn  township,  has  for  years  been 
prominent  among  the  extensive  farmers  and  land- 
owners  of  this  section  of  Susquehanna  county,  and 
he  is  equally  well  known  as  one  of  its  most  intelli- 
gent and  progressive  citizens.  The  Lott  family  has 
long  been  identified  with  agricultural  interests  in 
Wyoming  and  Susquehanna  counties,  Mr.  Lott’s 
grandfather,  Seth  Lott,  having  carried  on  farming 
in  the  first-named  county  for  many  years.  He  died 
there,  leaving  two  children,  Abraham ; and  Seth 
(who  made  his  home  at  Mehoopany,  Wyoming 
county) . 

Abraham  Lott  was  born  in  Mehoopany,  Wyom- 
ing county,  and  there  passed  his  early  life,  receiving 
his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  his  native  county  to  Betsey  Heberly,  a na- 
tive of  Germany,  who  came  to  this  country  with 
her  parents.  Her  father,  Philip  Heberly,  came  to 
and  made  a permanent  home  for  the  family  in 
Susquehanna  countv.  Soon  after  their  marriage 
the  young  couple  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
where  Mr.  Lott  .had  purchased  21  x acres  of  wild 
land  located  in  Auburn  township,  and  here  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  busy  lives,  engaged 
in  improving  and  cultivating  their  place.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  clearing  two-thirds  of  this  large  tract, 
which  was  in  its  primitive  condition  when  he  moved 
to  it,  and  by  dint  of  industry  and  careful  manage- 
ment made  a fine  home  for  himself  and  family.  He 
was  a man  of  quiet,  retiring  disposition,  taking  lit- 
tle active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  devoting  his 
undivided  attention  to  his  farm,  which  gave  ample 
evidence  of  the  thoughtfulness  and  diligence  of  the 
owner.  Mr.  Lott  died  in  1845,  at  Meshoppen,  Penn., 
while  on  his  way  home  from  Wilkes  Barre  with 
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his  son  Charles ; he  was  buried  on  a part  of  the 
old  farm.  His  wife,  who  survived  him  until  1878, 
dying  in  Rush  township,  was  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey 
Hill  cemetery.  Abraham  Lott  was  a Democrat  in 
political  sentiment.  He  and  his  wife  had  children 
as  follows:  James,  who  died  in  Auburn  township; 
Louisa,  widow  of  Joseph  Carlin,  of  Auburn  town- 
ship; John,  a farmer  of  Auburn;  Margaret,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Richard  Lott,  of  Wyoming 
county ; Sarah,  deceased  wife  of  W.  Robinson,  of 
Wyoming  county;  Charles;  Milton;  Polly,  widow 
of  Samuel  Hyde,  of  Auburn  township ; and  Eliza, 
deceased,  was  married  to  Daniel  Devine,  of  Rush 
township. 

Milton  Lott  was  born  February  24,  1823,  on 
the  old  Lott  farm  at  Auburn  Center,  and,  like  his 
father  and  grandfather,  he  has  been  a lifelong 
farmer,  and  a successful  one.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  the  home  neighbor- 
hood, such  as  they  were,  and  he  was  trained  to  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  on  the  home  place,  where  he  re- 
mained up  to  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  with 
every  opportunity  for  acquiring  a thorough  knowl- 
edge of  farming  in  all  its  branches.  For  a year  and 
a half  after  his  marriage  he  rented  his  father's  place, 
and  he  has  since  lived  on  the  farm  of  218  acres  in 
Auburn  township,  which  is  still  his  home.  When 
Mr.  Lott  settled  on  this  place  it  was  literally  a wil- 
derness, and  he  had  to  go  through  the  trying  expe- 
rience of  clearing  his  land  before  he  could  begin  to 
cultivate  it,  a dreary  task  and  a tedious  one,  which 
can  be  appreciated  only  by  those  who  have  carried 
through  such  an  undertaking  themselves.  But  per- 
severance and  industry  won  in  time,  and  our  sub- 
ject has  lived  to  reap  the  reward  of  his  years  of 
toil  and  at  the  same  time  had  the  enjoyment  of 
seeing  what  was  once  a waste  converted  into  a beau- 
tiful and  productive  farm — an  improvement  to  the 
section  in  which  it  is  situated,  as  well  as  a monu- 
ment to  his  skill  and  industry.  Mr.  Lott  has  always 
been  on  the  side  of  progress,  whether  in  his  own 
work  or  the  affairs  of  the  community  in  general, 
and  he  is  a highly  valued  citizen  of  Auburn  town- 
ship, where  he  is  respected  both  for  his  own  worth 
and  the  position  he  has  made  for  himself  from  a 
more  material  point  of  view. 

Mr.  Lott  was  married,  December  25,  1846,  in 
Auburn  township,  to  Miss  Ann  M.  Cool,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  three  children — Sarah  C., 
now  the  wife  of  Edward  Loomis,  of  Auburn  town- 
ship ; Elizabeth  A.,  wife  of  Revilla  Harris,  of  Di- 
mock  township;  and  May  J.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen.  Mrs.  Lott  was  born  March  1,  1823,  in 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  daughter  of  William  and 
Catherine  (White)  Cool,  and  granddaughter  of 
Paul  C.  and  Susan  (Raub)  Cool,  of  Warren  county, 
N.  J.,  who  were  lifelong  farmers  of  that  place.  Mr. 
Lott  is  an  ardent  Democrat  in  political  affiliation. 

ABRAM  B.  SMITH.  Among  the  brave  men 
who  devoted  the  opening  years  of  their  manhood 
to  the  defense  of  their  country  from  the  internal  foes 


who  sought  her  dismemberment  was  Mr.  Smith, 
now  a prominent  resident  of  Scott  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  since  1862  he  has  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a brave 
soldier,  always  found  at  his  post  of  duty,  and  when 
the  war  was  over  he  was  honorably  discharged  in 
June,  1865. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  at  Church  Hollow,  in  the 
town  of  Coventry,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  February 
28,  1836,  a son  of  Isaac  and  Martha  (Roberts) 
Smith,  the  former  a native  of  Valona  Springs, 
Broome  county.  In  the  family  of  this  worthy  cou- 
ple were  ten  children — five  sons  and  five  daughters 
— of  whom,  Abram,  James  and  Henry  entered  the 
Union  army  in  1861  and  remained  in  the  service 
for  three  years.  The  others  are:  Arinina;  Na- 

than, who  also  enlisted  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
but  being  taken  ill,  he  was  sent  home,  and  died  soon 
afterward;  Susan;  Josephine;  Alanson;  Alvin;  and 
Nancy.  The  father  of  these  children  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty,  and  the  mother,  who  survived  him 
some  years,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven 
years. 

The  early  life  of  Abram  B.  Smith  was  passed 
in  much  the  usual  manner  of  boys  of  his  day,  and 
July  12,  i860,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Loretto  B. 
Johnston,  a native  of  Sanford,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter 
of  John  S.  and  Roxselv  (Smith)  Johnston.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  who  was  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-nine  years. 
Mrs.  Smith  is  one  of  a family  of  eight  children,  the 
others  being  Fidelia,  Caroline,  Henrietta,  Rosetta  B., 
Napoleon  B.  (who  served  as  a Union  soldier 
throughout  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  living  in  the 
West),  Flora,  Etta  and  Josephine.  Mr.  Johnston 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  his  wife  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven,  after  surviving  him  for  some  years. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are 
Elmer  M.,  Gorman  F.,  Roselle  O.,  Byron  B.  and 
Lovell.  Mr.  Smith  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln, 
but  since  the  war  has  given  his  support  to  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  whose  prin- 
ciples he  warmly  advocates.  He  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative and  highly-respected  citizens  of  Scott 
township,  with  whose  interests  he  has  been  iden- 
tified for  a quarter  of  a century.  Religiously  his 
wife  is  a faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Disciples,  and  she  is  a most  estimable  woman. 

J.  EDWARD  GRANNIS  is  numbered  among 
the  progressive  and  energetic  farmers  of  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  as  well  as  among  those 
who  have  been  successful,  and  whose  efforts  through 
life  thus  far,  through  their  own  perseverance,  have 
borne  ample  recompence. 

Mr.  Grannis  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  July  1,  1861,  a son  of  Lyman  M. 
and  Hannah  M.  (McKeeby)  Grannis,  the  former 
born  in  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  January  1,  1838, 
the  latter  in  Susquehanna  county,  in  September, 
1842.  They  now  make  their  home  in  Lathrop  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  where  the  father  is  en- 
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gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  political  support 
is  always  given  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  the 
children,  the  others  being  Jasper  D.,  a farmer  of 
Bradford  county  ; Isaac  O.,  a farmer  of  Susquehanna 
county;  and  Jerusha  R.,  wife  of  Robert  Hughes, 
also  a farmer  of  Susquehanna  county.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Edward  Gran- 
nis,  a native  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut, 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  J.  Edward  Gran- 
nis  attended  the  public  schools,  and  assisted  his  fa- 
ther in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm  until  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  and 
served  a three-years’  apprenticeship  to  the  butcher's 
trade,  with  Ira'T.  Brown.  The  following  winter  he 
was  employed  in  Stores’  packing  house,  and  then  re- 
moved to  his  present  fine  farm  in  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  with 
most  satisfactory  results. 

On  March  24,  1887,  at  Carbondale,  Mr.  Gran- 
nis  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  P.  Inch,  Rev.  Hiller 
officiating.  She  is  a daughter  of  John  and  Chloe 
Inch,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere.  In  his  po- 
litical views  Mr.  Grannis  is  a Republican,  and  he 
has  been  called  upon  to  serve  bis  fellow  citizens  as 
supervisor  one  term,  election  inspector  one  term, 
and  constable  one  term.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers  Alliance  of  Waymart.  He  has 
made  a very  successful  start  in  life,  and  by  his  sys- 
tematic methods  of  conducting  his  work,  his  strict 
attention  to  it  in  all  its  details,  and  his  thoroughly 
upright  dealings,  he  has  already  made  an  honorable 
record  in  the  business  world. 

ALFRED  CHAPMAN,  an  ex-soldier  of  the 
Civil  war,  who  saw  active  service  in  the  Union  army, 
and  representative  citizen  and  farmer  of  Lake  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm 
in  Salem  township,  April  3,  1838. 

Daniel  Chapman  (son  of  Ebenezer),  his  father, 
was  a native  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  in  1823 
settled  in  Salem  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.  He 
married  Llannah  Carey,  a native  of  Luzerne  county, 
Penn.  They  were  plain,  good  people,  who  lived 
useful  lives,  though  in  a quiet  manner,  in  their  coun- 
try home  community.  He  died  in  1864,  when  aged 
sixty-six  years,  and  she  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-two years ; both  are  buried  in  Salem  township 
on  land  set  aside  for  that  purpose  by  Daniel  Chap- 
man himself.  Their  children  were : Malinda  mar- 
ried Joseph  Frisby,  a carpenter  at  Hawley,  and  she 
is  now  deceased;  Alfred  is  our  subject;  Lucinda 
married  David  Edwards,  a farmer  in  Salem  town- 
ship; Emily  is  the  widow  of  George  Frisby,  of  Lake 
township ; Leverite  married  Emma  Hawk,  and  is 
a farmer  of  Salem  township ; Orinda  married  David 
Mann,  an  engineer  on  the  Gravity  railroad ; and 
Abbie  married  George  Peet,  a farmer  in  Salem 
township ; and  Leander. 

Alfred  Chapman  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
did  the  usual  work  customary  to  farmers’  sons,  and 


through  the’ winter  seasons  he  attended  the  district 
schools  of  his  locality.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  came  to  the  site  of  what  is  now  Chapmantown, 
which  place  derived  its  name  from  the  location  of 
two  of  the  Chapman  brothers  at  that  point,  Lean- 
der and  Alfred.  For  three  years  after  becoming  of 
age  our  subject  worked  on  farms  for  others.  The 
Civil  war  being  then  well  started,  his  patriotism 
was  aroused,  and  like  thousands  of  other  brave 
bovs  he  laid  aside  his  hopes  and  ambitions  in  civil 
life  for  the  more  stirring  and  thrilling  scenes  of- 
fered in  the  camp  and  on  the  field.  In  the  fall  of 
1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  179th  P.  V.  I.,  un- 
der the  command  of  Capt.  H.  L.  Stevens.  His 
regiment  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
he  was  in  the  Peninsular  campaign.  He  performed 
creditable  service,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  at  Har- 
risburg, Penn.,  July  27,  1863.  He  returned  to  Chap- 
mantown, and  there  purchased  sixty-three  acres  of 
land,  for  which  he  paid  in  cash  $900.  This  land 
was  in  its  wild  state,  and  he  built  thereon  a small 
wooden  house,  in  size  about  16x24  feet,  which  was 
his  home  for  some  fifteen  years,  when  it  was  replaced 
by  a much  more  commodious  and  comfortable  one. 
Mr.  Chapman  cleared  off  and  made  a nice  farm, 
and  here  he  has  since  remained.  By  being  indus- 
trious and  frugal,  and  assisted  by  his  good  wife, 
he  has  become  comfortably  fixed  in  life.  They  are 
respected  and  esteemed  citizens,  and  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Chapman  belongs  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. ; and  to  the  post  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at  Grav- 
ity. In  his  political  views  he  is  a Republican. 

On  May  16,  1863,  our  subject  was  married,  at 
Cherry  Ridge,  to  Miss  Julia  Miller,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  Squire  John  Hoadley.  She  was 
born  November  16,  1842,  in  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  a daughter  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Dobell) 
Miller,  natives  of  Salem  and  Sterling  townships, 
Wayne  county,  respectively.  The  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  are:  Harry,  born  April  16, 
1864,  and  married  to  Matilda  Murphy,  is  a farmer 
of  Paupack  township;  Vitaliis,  born  April  12,  1866, 
is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Hawley ; Dan- 
iel, born  March  1,  1869,  married  Mellie  Swingle; 
Berton,  born  April  1,  1873,  and  married  to  Emma 
Minery,  is  a farmer  of  Lake  township;  Elijah  and 
Elisha  (twins),  born  November  16,  1877,  are  at 
home;  and  Olan,.  born  September  14,  1884. 

WILLIAM  F.  KELZ,  foreman  of  the  J.  S. 
O'Connor  glass  plant  at  Hawley,  Wayne  county, 
and  one  of  the  leading  young  business  men  of  the 
place,  was  born  near  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y.,  January 
30,  1869.  His  parents,  George  and  Pauline  (Con- 
rad) Kelz,  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  became 
acquainted  and  were  married  in  New  York  State, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
three  years.  In  1884  the  father  removed  to  Hones- 
dale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  still  makes  his 
home,  being  now  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  In  New 
York  be  engaged  in  farming,  but  is  now  living  re- 
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tired.  In  the  German  Lutheran  Church  he  holds 
membership. 

Our  subject  is  next  to  the  youngest  in  the  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Louis,  a farmer  of  New  York;  Gus,  a sailor  on  the 
sea;  Charles,  a machinist,  who  is  now  employed  in 
the  car  shops  at  Baltimore,  Md. ; Bertha,  a resident 
of  Honesdale ; Otto,  a blacksmith  of  that  place ; 
Leonard,  a butcher  of  Forest  City,  Penn. ; Julius, 
who  is  engaged  in  bottling  mineral  water  at  Hones- 
dale ; and  Edward,  who  is  with  his  brother  in  the 
bottling  works.  Since  the  mother’s  death  the  fa- 
ther has  been  three  times  married,  but  has  no  chil- 
dren by  these  unions. 

William  F.  Ivelz  was  only  four  years  old  when 
his  mother  died,  and  for  the  following  four  years  he 
lived  with  a paternal  aunt.  He  then  returned  to  the 
home  of  his  father  in  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  with 
him  came  to  Honesdale  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  re- 
maining under  the  parental  roof  until  he  attained  his 
twenty-first  year.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began 
learning  glass  cutting  with  J.  S.  O’Connor  at  White 
Mills,  and  at  the  end  of  six  years  ne  went  to  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  for  the  A1  Strauss  & 
Son  Glass  Manufacturing  Co.  for  two  years.  He 
then  came  to  Hawley,  and  after  working  as  a jour- 
neyman for  J.  S.  O’Connor  for  one  year  he  was 
appointed  to  his  present  responsible  position,  that 
of  foreman  of  the  shop.  He  is  acknowledged  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  glass  cutters  in  the  country,  and 
is  therefore  well  fitted  for  the  position  which  he  now 
so  ably  fills. 

At  Long  Ridge,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Ivelz  was 
married,  November  16,  1890,  to  Miss  Jennie  Comp- 
ton, and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children : 
Lucy  Ethel  and  William  Frederick,  Jr.  Mrs.  Kelz 
is  a native  of  Wayne  county,  and  a daughter  of 
David  E.  and  Anna  (Tilden)  Compton,  the  former 
a native  of  Wayne  county,  born  November  28,  1844, 
the  latter  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  born  in  1854.  They 
still  reside  on  the  old  Compton  homestead  in  Pal- 
myra township.  Their  children  are  Jennie,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Lucy,  who  lives  with  them;  and 
William,  who  is  still  at  home  with  his  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kelz  have  a pleasant  home  in  Hawley, 
tastefully  furnished,  and  there  they  delight  to  en- 
tertain their  many  friends.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions he  is  a Republican. 

GEORGE  STEWART.  Active  growing  races 
have  ever  been  migratory  in  their  instincts  and 
habits  and  in  newly-possessed  lands  have  given  char- 
acter to  the  people  for  many  future  generations. 
The  vigor  of  the  United  States  has  been  acquired 
from  its  restless,  energetic  foreigners,  to  whom  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers  were  life  and  breath,  and  in 
whom  the  conquering  spirit  ran  high. 

The  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  John  Stewart,  the  first  settler  at  Del- 
aware Water  Gap,  who  braved  Indian  hatred  and 
hostility  in  planting  the  primitive  cabin  of  cultiva- 
tion upon  the  western  banks  of  the  Delaware  river. 


George  Stewart,  his  son,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  reared  amid  privations  and  hardship,  and 
his  superabundant  energies  found  ample  combat  in 
overcoming  the  obstacles  to  fruitful  farms  which 
nature  had  implanted  in  this  favored  region. 
George  Stewart  became  one  of  the  most  prominent 
lumbermen  of  his  day.  He  settled  on  the  Delaware 
river  in  Pike  county,  where  he  made  many  improve- 
ments and  at  his  death  left  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren in  comparative  affluence.  The  children  were : 
Saul,  Charles,  William,  Joseph,  Henry,  Louisa 
(wife  of  Jacob  Smith,  of  Wallpack,  N.  J.),  Susan 
(wife  of  Martin  Van  Vliet,  of  Winfield,  Iowa),  and 
Catherine  (wife  of  Ebenezer  Ludley,  formerly  of 
Bushkill,  Penn.,  but  now  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.). 

Charles  Stewart,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  in  1827.  He  married 
Rachel  Posten,  who  was  born  in  Price  township, 
Monroe  county,  in  1833,  daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Eleanor  Posten.  He  settled  in  Lehman  township, 
Pike  county,  where  he  cleared  up  a farm  and  where 
he  engaged  extensively  for  many  years  in  farm- 
ing and  lumbering.  In  1871  he  sold  his  farm  and 
purchased  the  home  of  his  father-in-law  in  Price 
township,  which  he  operated  and  tilled  until  his 
death,  in  1878.  H'is  worthy  wife  survived  until 
1893,  when  she  died  leaving  seven  children,  five 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

Of  these  children,  our  subject,  George  Stewart, 
was  the  eldest.  The  other  children  were:  (2) 

Kenner,  born  in  1861,  possessed  the  migratory  spirit 
of  his  ancestors,  moved  to  Montana,  thence  to  New 
Mexico  and  Arizona,  and  when  last  heard  from, 
in  1896,  was  at  Dawson  City,  Alaska.  (3)  Cush- 
ing, born  in  1863,  is  now  a farmer  in  Price  township. 
(4)  Frances,  born  in  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Braman,  a farmer  of  Price  township.  (5)  Vail, 
born  in  1868,  is  a resident  of  Price  township.  (6) 
Emma,  born  in  1870,  married  Eugene  Heller,  of 
Stroudsburg,  a machinist  in  the  Delaware,  Lack- 
awanna & Western  railroad  shops.  They  have  one 
son — Kenner.  (7)  Samuel,  born  in  1873,  is  a ma- 
chinist in  the  car  shops  at  Stroudsburg. 

George  Stewart  was  born  in  Lehman  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  in  September,  1857.  He  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Pike  and  Monroe  coun- 
ties, and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm  of  his  father. 
For  several  years  he  followed  farming  in  New  Jer- 
sey. In  1892  he  married  Miss  Amena  Deubler, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Hannah  Deubler,  repre- 
sentatives of  an  old  and  prominent  family  of  Bar- 
rett township.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Barrett  township,  near  Canadensis, 
known  as  the  Rockafeller  homestead.  Here  he  has 
since  resided,  making  general  improvements  and  suc- 
cessfully engaging  in  farming.  To  himself  and  wife 
three  children  have  been  born,  namely : Lorena, 
born  in  September,  1893  ; Nettie,  born  in  May,  1896; 
and  Edward,  born  in  January,  1898.  In  politics  our 
subject  is  a Republican.  "He  was  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Stewart  is 
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one  of  the  active  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Bar- 
rett township,  and  the  well-improved  farm  he  now 
occupies  is  a testimonial  of  his  thoroughness,  judg- 
ment, energy  and  good  taste. 

A.  B.  TRANSUE  is  an  enterprising  and  en- 
ergetic young  business  man  of  Georgetown,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  is  serving'  as  telegraph  operator, 
ticket  and  freight  agent  for  the  Erie  & Wyoming 
Valley  Railroad  Co.,  agent  for  the  Wells-Fargo  Ex- 
press Co.,  and  weighmaster  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Co.  As  a public-spirited,  progressive  citizen, 
he  takes  an  active  part  in  promoting  the  welfare  of 
his  town  and  county. 

Mr.  Transue  was  born  in  Tannersville,  Mon- 
roe Co.,  Penn.,  February  12,  1871,  and  is  the  only 
child  of  Rev.  John  A.  and  Rachel  H.  (Bisbing) 
Transue,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  that 
county,  the  birth  of  the  former  occurring  on  March 
27,  1851,  the  birth  of  the  latter  June  20,  1851.  They 
remained  residents  of  Monroe  county  until  after 
Mr.  Transue  began  preaching,  in  1877,  but  now 
make  their  home  in  Wanamie,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject began  teaching  school,  and  continued  to  follow 
that  profession  for  one  term  after  accepting  his  first 
charge  as  pastor  of  a Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
having  prepared  himself  for  the  ministry  during  the 
year  1878.  For  two  years  he  was  a local  preacher, 
but  since  that  time  has  had  charge  of  various  con- 
gregations and  has  been  an  untiring  worker  for  the 
cause  of  Christ.  His  father  was  George  Transue, 
a native  of  Monroe  county,  residing  at  Tannersville. 
He  and  his  wife  are  farming  people  and  members 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Rev.  Transue 
is  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  their  family  of  thir- 
teen children,  of  whom  ten  are  still  living.  Our 
subject’s  maternal  grandparents  are  Henry  and 
Sarah  (Heller)  Bisbing,  also  agriculturists  and 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their 
family  numbered  twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  are 
living,  and  Mrs.  Transue  and  her  twin  sister,  Eliza- 
beth, are  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

A.  B.  Transue  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when  he 
came  to  Georgetown  and  in  1887  began  work  in 
his  present  office  under  Earl  W.  Bishop,  remaining 
here  one  year.  The  following;  year  he  attended 
school  and  then  returned  to  Georgetown,  but  a year 
later  accepted  a position  with  the  Ontario  & West- 
ern railroad  at  Como,  Wayne  county,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a year  and  a half.  For  six  months  he 
was  employed  by  the  Erie  & Western  railroad  as  an 
extra  operator  and  ticket  agent  at  Carbondale,  Penn., 
and  for  the  following  two  years  was  operator  and 
ticket  agent  at  Maplewood.  In  October,  1895,  he 
accepted  his  present  position,  which  he  has  since 
most  creditably  and  acceptablv  filled. 

At  Parley  Brook,  Wayne  county,  on  June  21, 
1893,  Mr.  Transue  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  B. 
Riefler,  his  father  performing  the  ceremony.  Two 
children  bless  this  union : Charles  E.,  born  August 


12,  1894;  and  Ralph  J.,  born  February  26,  1896. 
Mrs.  Transue  was  born  in  Oregon  township,  Wayne 
county,  December  27,  1872,  and  is  a daughter  of 
John  Riefler,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  She  and  her  husband  hold  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  social  cir- 
cles occupy  an  enviable  position.  In  political  sen- 
timent Mr.  Transue  is  a stanch  Republican. 

REUBEN  T.  AMES,  who  has  for  many  years 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  business  inter- 
ests of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  is  a native  of  that 
county,  born  on  the  old  Ames  homestead  in  Canaan 
township,  August  11,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Jo- 
seph Ames,  brother  of  Henry  Ames,  of  Waymart. 
Our  subject  was  married  in  Canaan  township,  Au- 
gust 11,  i860,  to  Miss  Ellen  Thorpe,  and  to  them 
were  born  six  children,  namely : Howard,  Ann  E. 

and  Frank,  who  all  died  in  childhood ; Sarah,  now 
the  wife  of  Charles  J.  Schlager,  a merchant  of  Haw- 
ley; James  D.,  who  married  Lucy  Millham,  and  is 
engaged  in  merchandising  in  Hawley ; and  Lucy, 
who  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Mrs.  Ames  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  October 
11,  1835,  a daughter  of  Jesse  W.  and  Sarah  (Miller) 
Thorpe,  who  were  horn,  reared  and  married  in  New 
Jersey,  whence  they  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
in  1834.  In  Canaan  township  the  father  died  in 
July,  1858,  aged  fifty-nine  years,  but  the  mother, 
who  was  horn  October  28,  1808,  is  still  living.  He 
was  a prominent  farmer  and  highly-respected  cit- 
izen of  his  community.  In  the  family  were  the  fol- 
lowing children : Sarah,  who  died  in  childhood  ; 

Ellen  M.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Frank  and  Lewis 
H.,  who  died  in  middle  life;  Mary,  wife  of  William 
McMullen,  who  is  serving  as  superintendent  of 
gravity  for  the  D.  & H.  railroad,  at  Carbondale, 
Penn. ; and  Moses  M.  and  Amanda  J.,  who  are 
still  with  their  mother.  Mrs.  Thorpe  is  still  bright 
and  active,  her  eyesight  being  good  and  her  phys- 
ical qualities  well  preserved.  She  is  an  active  worker 
in  and  a prominent  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Her  father  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  Reuben  T.  Ames 
left  the  home  farm  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  assisting  in  the  construction 
of  the  road.  After  its  completion  he  was  employed 
as  engineer  until.  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
M,  15th  N.  Y.  Engineer  Corps,  and  was  in  active 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  stationed 
at  Petersburg  the  last  six  months.  He  went  on  a 
raid  to  South  Carolina,  and  was  at  Roanoke  at  the 
time  of  Johnston’s  surrender.  On  receiving  his  dis- 
charge he  returned  home,  but  has  never  fully  re- 
covered from  the  effects  of  exposure  while  in  the 
service.  He  was  compelled  to  give  up  his  position 
as  engineer  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Coming  to  Hawley  in  October,  1865,  Mr.  Ames 
embarked  in  merchandising  with  his  brother  Jacob, 
and  two  years  later  his  brother  John  H.  was  ad- 
mitted to  partnership,  the  firm  name  becoming  J. 
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S.  Ames  & Bros.  The  firm  did  an  extensive  and 
profitable  business  in  lumbering,  milling,  merchan- 
dising, stock  raising  and  farming,  and  as  agricult- 
urists were  among  the  foremost  in  Wayne  county. 
In  1882  John  H.  withdrew  from  the  firm,  but  busi- 
ness was  still  carried  on  by  J.  S.,  R.  T.  and  G.  W. 
Ames,  under  the  firm  style  of  J.  S.  Ames  & Co.,  and 
in  addition  to  their  other  enterprises  they  started 
the  first  bank  ever  opened  in  Hawley.  They  con- 
tinued operations  together  until  the  spring  of  1886, 
when  the  property  was  divided  and  a part  thereof 
sold.  The  building  in  which  the  bank  was  con- 
ducted fell  to  our  subject,  who  now  rents  it  to  his 
brother  Jacob  S.,  and  the  stock  of  merchandise, 
which  also  became  his,  he  sold  to  his  son.  He  then 
gave  his  attention  to  his  lumber  and  farming  in- 
terests, and  is  still  the  owner  of  a valuable  farm  in 
Canaan  township,  though  he  has  always  made  his 
home  in  Hawley  since  coming  here  in  1865.  Num- 
bered among  the  influential  and  prominent  citizens 
of  the  place,  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in 
official  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  city  council,  commissioner  of  Wayne 
county  for  three  years,  and  supervisor  for  three 
terms.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  religiously  is  an  earnest  and  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  is  now  serving"  as  trustee.  Throughout  his 
entire  business  career  he  has  been  looked  upon  as 
a model  of  integrity  and  honor,  and  is  therefore 
respected  by  the  community  at  large  and  honored 
by  his  business  associates. 

WILLIAM  CHARLES  CADDOO,  an  ener- 
getic and  self-reliant  agriculturist  of  Stroud  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  is  one  of  the  promising  young 
men  of  that  locality.  Having  been  active  in  other 
lines  of  business  elsewhere,  he  brings  to  his  work 
an  originality  of  method  which  produces  excellent 
results,  and  his  farm  shows  in  every  department 
the  effects  of  skilled  management. 

Mr.  Cadcloo  was  born  in  Pebruarv,  1875,  in 
New  York  City,  and  comes  of  excellent  ancestry. 
William  Caddoo,  his  grandfather,  for  some  time 
resided  in  Newark,  N.  J.  Later  he  purchased  the 
William  Chapman  farm  in  Stroud  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  one  mile  north  of  Stroudsburg,  where 
he  spent  about  eight  years.  He  then  went  to  Yonk- 
ers, N.  Y.,  to  reside  and  later  he  bought  a cottage 
in  Stroudsburg,  where  he  made  his  home  until  Oc- 
tober, 1896,  but  he  is  now  living  in  retirement  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Lraternally  he  is  identified  with 
the  Masonic  order,  and  the  family  has  always  been 
prominent  in  social  life.  He  and  his  wife  have  six 
children,  of  whom  four  are  living,  viz. : Thomas 

is  our  subject’s  father;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  William 
H.  Cross,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; Henry  is  married  and 
resides  at  Yonkers,  N.  Y. ; and  William  H.  is  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Brooklyn. 

Thomas  Caddoo,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  1846,  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  during  his  youth  he 
learned  the  hatter's  trade,  which  he  has  followed 


thus  far  through  life.  He  is  self-educated,  and  as  a 
business  man  has  shown  marked  ability  and  enter- 
prise. Lor  twenty-five  years  he  has  carried  on  his 
business  in  New  York  City,  but  in  1880  he  removed 
to  Yonkers,  where  he  and  his  family  resided  thirteen 
years.  In  1882  he  purchased  his  father’s  farm  near 
Stroudsburg,  and  his  family  resided  there  for  some 
years,  while  he  himself  still  continued  business  at 
Yonkers,  but  on  the  burning  of  his  plant  he  started 
a new  factory  at  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  In  March,  1873,  he  was  married, 
in  New  York  City,  to  Miss  Anna  Van  Wagner,  who 
was  born  in  Englewood,  N.  J.,  and  they  have  had  five 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  The 
others  are:  (2)  Miss  Eleata,  born  in  1877,  in 

New  York  City,  completed  a course  in  the  public 
school  and  now  resides  with  her  parents.  (3) 
Miss  May  P.,  born  in  Yonkers,  is  now  a student  in 
the  high  school  at  Peekskill.  (4)  Thomas  H.  and 
(5)  Anna  are  both  attending  school  at  Peekskill. 

Our  subject’s  education  was  begun  in  the 
schools  of  New  York  City  and  later  he  pursued  his 
studies  at  Yonkers,  graduating  from  the  high  school. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  took  charge  of  one  of  the 
departments  of  his  father’s  factory,  but  in  1893  he 
decided  to  try  agricultural  work,  and  removed  to  his 
father's  farm  near  Stroudsburg.  In  1895  he  re- 
turned to  Peekskill  to  assist  his  father,  and  in  July, 
1896,  he  married  Miss  Cora,  daughter  of  Capt. 
George  and  Eliza  Morton,  prominent  residents  of 
Peekskill.  In  Julv,  1897,  he  brought  his  wife  to  the 
farm,  hoping  that  the  change  of  air  would  benefit 
her  health,  and  they  have  since  resided  there.  One 
daughter  brightens  their  home,  Mary  K.,  born  in 
September,  1897.  Mrs.  Caddoo  is  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  but  our  subject  was  reared  in 
the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  his  father  and 
mother  belong.  Politically  he  is  a Republican  of 
old  time  Whig  antecedents,  but  he  is  not  an  office- 
seeker. 

HARRISON  DARROW,  the  well  known  pro- 
prietor of  the  Fairview  farm,  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizens  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship; and  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  and 
honored  families  of  Susquehanna  county.  His  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  James  Osborn,  was  the  first  to 
locate  here,  and  was  present  at  the  Wyoming  massa- 
cre, and  was  noted  for  his  gallantry  as  a soldier  of 
the  Revolutionary  war.  He  married  Polly  Ayres, 
and  to  them  were  born  eight  children  namely:  Lu- 
cinda, Enoos,  William,  Hannah,  Mary,  Hilia,  Eliza- 
beth and  Harrison. 

Orphinus  Darrow,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  was  reared 
on  the  old  homestead  to  habits  of  industry  and  hon- 
esty, his  literary  education  being  obtained  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  wedded 
Mary  Osborn,  a native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
and  they  made  their  home  on  a farm  in  Bridgewater 
township,  where  their  four  children — Myra  (de- 
ceased), Harrison,  Fayette,  and  Wrighter — were 
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born.  The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a most  esti- 
mable woman,  loved  by  all  who  knew  her,  died 
January  27,  1891,  and  the  father  died  November 
18,  1898.  He  was  one  of  the  faithful  defenders  of 
the  Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  has  ever  been  one  of  the  honored  and  valued 
citizens  of  his  community. 

Harrison  Darrow  was  born  January  4,  1856, 
and  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Bridgewater  township 
he  grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  an  excellent  knowl- 
edge of  agricultural  pursuits  and  a good  practical 
education  in  the  local  schools.  He  was  married  June 
1,  1878,  at  Great  Bend,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Emma  Cosier, 
a daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Belarby)  Cosier. 
Her  father  was  a native  of  Connecticut  and  died  in 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  while  her  mother  was  born  of 
English  parentage  and  died  in  Silver  Lake  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  October,  1866. 
Mrs.  Darrow  is  the  older  of  their  two  children,  the 
other  being  Mrs.  Ina  Webb,  of  Franklin  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darrow 
have  been  born  five  children,  namely : Mary  Meeker, 
Charity,  Fannie,  Bruce  and  Elsie. 

Mr.  Darrow  now  owns  and  operates  the  old 
Osborn  farm — one  of  the  best  in  Bridgewater  town- 
ship. It  comprises  100  acres  of  rich  and  arable 
land,  is  pleasantly  located  two  miles  from  Montrose 
and  the  improvements  consist  of  a new  and  com- 
fortable residence,  a good  barn  and  substantial  out- 
buildings. Being  a thorough  and  skillful  farmer, 
he  has  met  with  success  in  his  life  work,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  well-to-do,  as  well  as  one  of  the  highly 
respected  citizens  of  the  community.  Politically  he 
is  a pronounced  Democrat. 

MOSES  K.  ROHRBACKER,  a well-to-do 
and  prominent  general  farmer  of  Dreher  township, 
Wayne  county,  was  born  there  on  April  19,  1842, 
a son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Fribley)  Rohr- 
backer,  natives  of  Baden,  Germany.  In  1826,  when 
a child  of  thirteen  years,  the  father  was  brought 
to  America  by  his  parents,  Christopher  and  Caroline 
Rohrbacker,  who  located  in  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  the  stone  house  which  they 
erected  is  still  standing.  In  their  family  were  seven 
children:  Jacob;  William;  George;  Francis;  Jul- 

iann,  wife  of  Robert  Cross ; Margaret,  wife  of  Rob- 
ert Kellium;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  Charles  Wolf 
and  a resident  of  Greene  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn. 
Our  subject’s  mother  was  only  eight  years  old  when 
she  came  to  the  New  World  with  her  parents,  who 
took  up  their  residence  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county,  in  1834.  Her  father,  John  Fribley,  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  but  after  coming  to  this  country 
turned  his  attention  to  farming.  His  children  were 
Philip,  Charles,  Christian,  Elizabeth,  Magdeline, 
wife  of  Lavine  Mixch,  and  John. 

Our  subject’s  father,  who  was  one  of  the  leading 
and  prominent  citizens  of  his  community,  followed 
farming  as  a life  work,  and  was  called  upon  to  serve 
in  several  township  offices.  He  died  in  1855,  aged 
forty-two  years,  his  wife  in  1888,  aged  sixty-two. 


He  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
she  to  the  Moravian  Church,  and  their  remains  were 
buried  in  the  cemeteries  connected  with  the  Churches 
in  which  they  held  membership.  Their  children  were 
Moses  Iv.,  of  this  review ; George,  who  married 
Louisa  Heberling,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Greene  township,  Pike  county ; Lavine,  deceased, 
who  married  Catherine  Waltz,  now  a resident  of 
Greene  township ; Sophia,  widow  of  Charles  Waltz 
and  a resident  of  the  same  township;  Jacob,  who  re- 
sides on  a part  of  the  old  homestead  in  Dreher 
township,  Wayne  county;  Magdelina,  wife  of  G.  L. 
Waltz,  of  Dreher  township ; Harriet,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Doran,  a railroad  man  of  Bethlehem,  Penn. ; 
and  Anna,  who  lives  with  her  brother  George. 

Moses  K.  Rohrbacker  remained  under  the  par- 
ental roof  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  assisted 
in  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  home 
farm.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  then  employed  in  the 
lumber  woods,  and  for  two  years  was  with  the  firm 
of  Waltz  Brotners  in  Newfoundland.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  which 
comprises  eighty  acres  of  rich  and  valuable  land 
in  Dreher  township  that  he  has  placed  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good  build- 
ings. 

In  December,  1865,  in  Dreher  township,  Mr. 
Rohrbacker  was  married,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hess,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Waltz,  and  to  them  have  been  born  nine  children: 
Arthur,  Laura,  Delber.t,  Oliver,  Jennie,  Horace, 
Harvy,  Lewis  and  Floyd,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Rohr- 
backer is  a native  of  Dreher  township  and  a daugh- 
ter of  George  A.  and  Christiana  (Wolf)  Waltz, 
natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  who  came  with  their 
respective  parents  to  the  United  States  in  early 
life,  and  for  rnanv  years  were  highly-respected  cit- 
izens of  Dreher  township.  Her  father  died  Novem- 
ber 14,  1892,  aged  seventy-six  years,  her  mother  in 
May,  1888,  aged  seventy-two  years,  and  both  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Evangelical  cemetery  at  New- 
foundland. Their  children  were  Charles  D.,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Sophia  Rohrbacker,  now  a res- 
ident of  Greene  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn. ; George 
L.,  who  married  Magdelina  Rohrbacker,  and  is  a 
prominent  business  man  of  Newfoundland;  Lou- 
isa, wife  of  Charles  Klein,  a butcher  of  Scranton, 
Penn. ; Catherine,  widow  of  Lavine  Rohrbacker, 
and  a resident  o.f  Greene  township,  Pike  county ; 
David,  who  married  Sopnia  Mack,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; Will- 
iam, who  married  Emma  Heberling,  and  lives  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Dreher  township;  John,  a 
butcher  of  Forest  City,  Penn. ; Elizabeth,  wife  of 
our  subject;  and  Mary,  wife  of  Lavine  Frively,  a 
farmer  of  Greene  township,  Pike  county. 

In  September,  1864,  during  the  dark  days  of 
the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Rohrbacker  enlisted  in  Company 
— , 198th  P.  V.  I.,  and  fortunately  was  never  wound- 
ed though  he  participated  in  many  engagements, 
including  the  battles  of  Lead  Mines,  Hatcher’s  Run, 
Five  Forks  and  Appomattox,  being  present  at  the 
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surrender  of  General  Lee.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  politically  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  now 
serving  his  third  term  as  supervisor  of  his  township 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  the  public. 

WILLIAM  J.  SMITH,  the  genial  and  popular 
proprietor  of  the  “Nelson  Hotel’’  at  White  Mills, 
is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  that  locality  and 
has  done  much  toward  the  improvement  and  devel- 
opment of  his  town.  His  hotel,  which  is  well-patron- 
ized by  the  travelling  public,  is  a commodious  and 
attractive  establishment,  and  in  1897  he  erected  a 
large  town  hall  and  opera  house  adjoining  it,  which 
has  proved  to  be  a great  benefit  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Smith  derives  his  energy,  thrift  and  per- 
severance from  German  ancestry,  both  his  parents, 
John  and  Kate  (Probst)  Smith,  having  been  na- 
tives of  the  Fatherland.  They  came  to  America  at 
an  early  age,  however,  and  were  married  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  father  followed  the  stonemason’s 
trade  for  a number  of  years.  In  1858  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  this  section,  purchasing  a farm 
near  Bethel,  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  and  his  estimable  wife  still  reside.  At  the 
time  of  his  purchase  the  place  was  covered  with 
primitive  forest,  but  he  cleared  and  improved  the 
land  and  later  added  other  tracts,  until  he  now  owns 
300  acres  of  excellent  land  in  that  vicinity.  This 
worthy  couple  had  ten  children  who  lived  to  ma- 
turity and  with  the  exception  of  two,  Rachel  and 
Peter,  all  are  now  living.  Of  the  survivors  ( 1 ) 
Maggie,  who  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Ber- 
lin township,  married  Anthony  Fritz,  who  owns  a 
farm  near  Honesdale,  in  Dyberry  township,  Wayne 
county.  They  have  two  children — Anthony  and 
Katie.  (2)  Joseph  grew  to  manhood  at  the  old 
homestead  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Berlin 
township.  He  married  Miss  Annie  Hoot,  of  White 
Mills,  and  has  two  daughters — Annie  and  Mamie. 
(3)  John  learned  the  trade  of  glass  cutter  in  the 
Dorflinger  works  at  White  Mills  where  he  is  still 
employed,  but  he  resides  at  Flonesdale  where  he 
owns  a home.  He  married  Miss  Annie  Sooner,  of 
White  Mills,  and  has  one  daughter,  Annie.  (4) 
Jacob  learned  the  glass  cutter’s  trade  but  after  some 
years  engaged  in  business  in  Honesdale  as  a shoe 
dealer,  and  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading 
young  merchants  of  that  city.  He  married  Miss 
Katie  Hull.  (5)  Frederick  is  employed  as  a glass 
cutter  at  White  Mills,  wDsre  he  resides.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Agnes  Smith,  of  Swamp  Brook,  Wayne 
county,  and  they  have  three  children — Clotilda, 
Agnes,  and  Katie.  (6)  Claude  follows  the  glass 
cutter’s  trade  at  White  Mills  but  resided  upon  his 
farm  in  Berlin  township.  He  married  Miss  Augusta 
Basney,  of  Swamp  Brook,  and  has  one  son — Freder- 
ick. (7)  Victor  is  not  rriarried  and  resides  with 
his  parents  on  the  homestead. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  March,  i860,  at  the 


old  homestead  in  Berlin  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  received  a good  common-school  education 
during  boyhood.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  to 
learn  the  glass  cutter's  trade  in  the  Dorflinger  works, 
being  paid  $3  per  week  for  the  first  year ; $4  for  the 
second;  $4.50  for  the  third;  $5.50  for  the  fourth; 
$6  for  the  fifth,  and  $7  for  the  seventh  when  his 
apprenticeship  ended.  In  1889  he  began  work  as  a 
skilled  cutter  with  a salary  of  $12  per  week  and 
two  years  later  he  was  advanced  to  $14  per  week, 
the  day’s  work  consisting  of  ten  and  a half  hours. 
He  continued  this  occupation  until  July,  1895,  when 
he  retired  and  in  the  same  year  he  purchased  the 
“Nelson  Hotel,”  one  of  the  finest  hostelries  in  the 
village,  which  he  has  since  conducted  successfully. 
In  February,  1897,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Susie 
Hull,  a daughter  of  John  and  Susan  Hull,  natives 
of  Germany,  who  came  to  this  section  early  in  life 
and  were  married  at  Honesdale,  their  present  home. 
Mrs.  Smith  has  always  been  a favorite  in  social 
circles,  and  she  gives  effective  aid  to  her  husband, 
their  guests  being  made  to  feel  quite  at  home  under 
their  cordial  hospitality.  They  have  one  son,  Clar- 
ence, born  in  December,  1897. 

Politically  Mr.  Smith  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  to  which  his  esteemed  father  also 
belongs,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a Catholic,  he 
and  his  wife  being  leading  members  of  the  Hones- 
dale Church.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Heptasophs,  Conclave  No.  499,  of 
White  Mills. 

B.  C.  TOTTEN,  a well-known  citizen  of  Mata- 
moras,  Pike  county,  has  in  an  official  capacity  been 
prominently  identified  with  public  interests  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  at  this  writing  is  efficiently  serving 
as  constable  and  collector  of  Westfall  township. 

Mr.  Totten  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
January  10,  1842,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Johanna 
(Smith)  Totten,  who  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  that  county,  the  latter  being  a daughter  of 
Orin  Smith.  The  father  died  during  the  infancy 
of  our  subject,  leaving  several  children,  B.  C.,  the 
youngest,  being  the  only  one  now  living.  With  our 
subject  his  mother  made  her  home  during  her  last 
years,  dying  there  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years. 

B.  C.  Totten  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources when  a mere  child,  and  his  school  privi- 
leges were  therefore  limited,  but  by  reading  and 
observation  in  later  years  he  has  become  a well- 
informed  man,  and  also  gained  a good  practical 
knowledge  of  business  affairs.  He  first  worked  for 
his  board  among  the  farmers  of  Orange  county, 
and  then  learned  the  wheelwright’s  trade,  later  being 
employed  as  a carpenter  in  New  York  City  and  on 
Staten  Island.  At  the  latter  place  he  erected  a can- 
ning factory,  and  for  several  years  served  as  “pro- 
cess man”  or  overseer  in  the  canning  of  beans, 
corn,  peas,  etc.  Subsequently  for  nearly  twenty 
years  he  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  at  Port  ler- 
vis,  N.  Y.,  to  which  place  he  moved  in  1873.  Pre- 
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vious  to  this  time  he  had  engaged  in  farming  in 
•different  townships  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and 
on  leaving  Port  Jervis  came  to  Matamoras,  Pike 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
After  retiring  from  carpenter  work  he  embarked 
in  the  coal  business,  which  he  carried  on  for  a few 
years,  but  now  gives  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  his  official  duties. 

Mr.  Totten  has  been  twice  married,  first  in 
Bradford  county,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Brink,  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  to  them  were  born  two 
■children,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  the 
wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  in  New  6 ork. 
On  Staten  Island  lie  wedded  Miss  Phoebe  L.  Price, 
a daughter  of  Elias  Price,  of  New  York.  Having 
no  children  of  their  own,  they  adopted  a girl,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Totten  are  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
for  twenty-five  years.  He  is  president  of  the  Mata- 
moras Building  & Loan  Association,  and  takes  quite 
.an  active  and  prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  giv- 
ing bis  support  to  all  enterprises  which  he  believes 
will  in  any  way  advance  the  general  welfare.  Po- 
litically he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and,  besides  the 
■offices  he  is  now  filling,  he  served  as  school  director 
for  fifteen  years. 

EDWARD  V.  MURRAY,  the  well-known 
proprietor  of  the  Hawley  Opera  House,  does  not 
give  his  attention  solely  to  its  management,  but  is 
also  engaged  in  manufacturing  and  repairing  car- 
riages, wagons,  etc.,  in  Hawley,  Wayne  county. 
In  business  affairs  he  is  energetic,  prompt  and  nota- 
bly reliable,  and  has  met  with  a well-merited  suc- 
cess in  his  undertakings. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Murray  was 
born  in  Ledgedale,  September  18,  1852,  a son  of 
James  and  Mary  Jane  (Smith)  Murray,  who  were 
born  in  Ireland,  but  became  acquainted  and  were 
married  in  Pittston,  Penn.  In  1850  they  removed 
to  Ledgedale,  where  the  father  worked  at  black- 
smithing  and  wagon-making  until  coming  to  Haw- 
ley in  1862.  Here  he  established  a blacksmith 
shop,  and  also  engaged  in  both  lines  of  occupation. 
He  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  his  community,  and  served  as  super- 
visor of  Palmyra  township,  now  the  borough  of 
Hawley.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  in  Ledgedale  in  i860,  aged  thirty-eight 
years,  the  father  in  June,  1891,  aged  sixty-five  years. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children : Ed- 

ward V.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Anna,  wife  of 
Joseph  Wolbach,  a train  flagman  at  Easton,  Penn. ; 
Mary  J.,  who  died  unmarried;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Michael  Doody,  a laborer  of  Easton ; Henry,  de- 
ceased ; and  Isabella,  wife  of  Joseph  Gier,  a laborer 
of  Easton.  After  the  mother’s  death  the  father 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Heintze,  now  a resident  of 
.Philadelphia,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children : 


Sarah,  Nellie,  Cassie  and  Lucy,  all  with  their 
mother.  The  early  home  of  the  paternal  grand-  1 
parents  of  our  subject,  Henry  and  Betsy  (Denver)  ;|| 
Murray,  was  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  near  Belfast, 
whence  in  1850  they  emigrated  to  America,  and  in 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  the  grandfather  engaged  in  ji 
farming  for  several  years.  His  last  days,  however, 
were  spent  in  retirement  at  Hawley. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority,  Edward  V.  1 \ 

Murray,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  remained  under 
the  parental  roof,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  be- 
gan learning  the  wheelwright  and  blacksmith’s  jl  ", 

trade  with  Jacob  Keller,  at  Hawley,  serving  a two- 
vears’  apprenticeship.  His  father  then  bought  out 
'his  employer,  and  our  subject  took  charge  of  the  jl 
place,  which  he  purchased  after  carrying  it  on  for  || 
two  years.  Three  years  later  he  sold  out  and  went  !; 
to  Dakota ; but  not  liking  the  country,  he  returned 
to  Hawley  at  the  end  of  six  weeks,  and  for  a year 
and  a half  worked  for  George  Baisden.  He  then 
erected  a shop  of  his  own,  where  he  continued  busi- 
ness until  1885,  when  he  built  the  Opera  House 
block,  in  the  basement  of  which  he  now  carries  on  j 
business.  He  is  an  expert  mechanic,  but  at  pres- 
ent does  mostly  repair  work,  as  he  cannot  manu- 
facture by  hand  carriages  as  cheap  as  those  made 
by  machinery. 

In  Hawley,  September  26,  1885,  Mr.  Murray 
was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Weldon,  by  Father 
O’Malley,  and  they  have  three  children : Mary  A., 

born  June  21,  1886;  Joseph  W.,  born  April  29, 

1888;  and  George  L.,  born  December  9,  1892.  Mrs. 
Murray  was  born  in  Hawley,  November  23,  1855, 
a daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Stanton)  Wel- 
don, natives  of  County  Mayo  and  Kings  County, 
Ireland,  respectively.  Her  parents  became  ac- 
quainted and  were  married  in  New  York  City,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  until  1850,  when 
they  removed  to  Hawley.  Here  the  father  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  hotel  business  until  his  death, 
and  the  place  is  now  conducted  by  the  mother  and 
her  daughter,  Mary  A.  Weldon.  The  former  is 
now  the  widow  of  Edward  Connel. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Murray  is  a pro- 
nounced Democrat,  and  he  has  been  chosen  to  rep- 
resent his  ward  in  the  city  council.  Lie  takes  quite 
an  active  interest  in  civic  societies,  and  he  is  an 
honored  member  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M. ; N.  P.  L. ; 

A.  O.  IT.  and  C.  M.  B.  A. 

< 

PROF.  JOHN  FRANKLIN  DOOLEY,  at 
this  writing  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Way- 
mart,  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  prominent  educators  of  Wayne  county.  He 
is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  April  4,  1852,  at 
McCall’s  Ferry,  York  county,  and  is  a son  of  Hugh 
and  Adela  (Smith)  Dooley,  the  former  of  Irish 
and  the  latter  of  German  extraction.  The  father 
for  a number  of  years  was  foreman  on  the  Tide 
Water  Canal,  but  died  in  Maryland  in  1872.  The 
mother  died  the  year  previous. 

During  his  childhood  Prof.  Dooley  was  taken 
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by  his  parents  to  Harford  county,  McL,  where  he 
remained  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
When  fifteen  years  old  he  entered  Darlington  Semi- 
nary, in  that  county,  taking  the  five  years'  course 
and  graduating  in  1870.  On  leaving  that  institu- 
tion he  engaged  in  teaching  for  three  years  in  Mary- 
land. During  the  following  three  years  he  at- 
tended the  Millersville  State  Normal,  and  also  took 
a special  course  in  pedagogy,  graduating  in  1876. 
He  then  taught  school  for  two  years  in  Manheim, 
Lancaster  Co.,  Penn. ; the  following  year  he  taught 
a Normal  Institute  at  South  Sterling,  Penn.,  and 
then  for  a year  at  Upper  Lehigh,  Luzerne  county. 
After  one  year  spent  at  Greene,  Pike  county,  Penn., 
he  came  to  Waymart,  where  he  has  been  principal 
of  the  public  schools  for  the  past  eighteen  or  more 
years  and  has  also  for  much  of  the  time  taught 
private  classes.  For  five  years  he  worked  earnestly 
.and  untiringly  for  the  new  Normal  Institute  which 
was  completed  late  in  the  nineties,  and  much  of  its 
success  is  due  to  his  persistent  labor  in  its  behalf. 

On  April  1,  1879,  *n  South  Sterling,  Wayne 
county,  Prof.  Dooley  was  married,  by  Rev.  J.  F. 
Warner,  to  Miss  Almira  E.  Wolf,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Ralph  E.  The  parents  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Way- 
mart,  with  which  the  Professor  has  held  various 
official  relations,  and  is  now  serving  as  steward  and 
class  leader.  He  is  .an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
cause  of  temperance,  and  was  a prominent  member 
of  the  Good  Templars  Society  until  it  disbanded,  and 
now  gives  an  unwavering  support  to  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Prohibition  party.  As  an  educator 
and  citizen  he  deserves  the  unqualified  regard  so 
freely  accorded  him  by  the  entire  community  in 
which  he  lives. 

Hugh  Edward  Dooley,  a younger  brother  of 
Prof.  Dooley,  lives  at  Delta,  York  county,  Penn. 
He  is  successfully  engaged  as  a coal  dealer,  and 
also  carries  a stock  of  general  merchandise.  He 
married  Eliza  Proctor  and  has  two  children,  Ina 
and  Edward,  both  of  whom  are  in  school. 

ELISHA  KINGSBURY,  an  industrious  and 
thrifty  farmer  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county, 
was  born  in  Buckingham  township,  June  22,  1848, 
and  is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the  promi- 
nent pioneer  families  of  the  county.  His  father, 
Jabez  Kingsbury,  of  English  descent,  married  Miss 
Sarah  Travis,  who  was  born  on  the  Delaware  river, 
in  Buckingham  township,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  Benjamin;  Asen- 

ath ; Elias;  Rachel;  Jasper  (deceased);  Jabez; 
Maria ; Elisha  ; Lennie  ; Charles  ; Mary  and  Martha 
(twins);  two  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Maria. 
Upon  the  old  homestead  in  Buckingham  township 
the  mother  died  of  typhoid  fever,  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years,  the  father  passing  away  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six.  He  was  a stalwart  Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical views,  took  an  active  part  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  his  party,  and  was  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 


In  the  public  schools  near  his  childhood  home 
Elisha  Kingsbury  pursued  his  literary  studies,  and 
upon  the  home  farm  he  early  became  familiar  with 
the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist. 
For  many  seasons  during  his  early  life  he  engaged 
in  lumbering  and  rafting  on  the  Delaware  river, 
but  now  devotes  his  time  and  attention  principally 
to  farming.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  married 
Miss  Ann  Eliza  Stren,  and  they  now  live  upon  the 
farm  in  Scott  township  where  she  was  reared.  It 
comprises  sixty-five  acres  of  fertile  and  productive 
land,  under  a high  state  of  cultivation,  and  improved 
with  good  and  substantial  buildings,  including  a 
comfortable  residence  where  the  many  friends  of 
the  family  delight  to  gather. 

Charles  Stren  (the  father  of  Mrs.  Kingsbury) 
was  a native  of  Norway,  and  was  a highly  educated 
man,  being  able  to  speak  several  languages.  He 
was  shipwrecked  on  the  ocean,  and  was  picked  up 
by  a vessel  which  brought  him  to  New  York  City, 
being  at  that  time  nineteen  years  of  age.  In  this 
country  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Thomas,  a native 
of  Hancock,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter 
of  Elijah  Thomas,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  whose 
discharge  from  the  service  was  in  General  Wash- 
ington's own  handwriting.  The  only  child  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stren  was  Mrs.  Kingsbury.  The 
father  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a Baptist  in 
religious  belief,  serving  as  deacon  of  his  Church, 
while  the  mother  held  membership  in  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two,  she  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight,  honored  and 
esteemed  by  all  who-  knew  them. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kingsbury  have  four  children : 
Olive  M.,  now  the  wife  of  George  B.  Holbert,  of 
Starlight,  Wayne  county;  Jennie,  wife  of  Everette 
Lewis,  of  East  Branch,  Penn.  ; Vere;  and  Ella  M. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Kingsbury  is  an  un- 
swerving Democrat,  and,  being  one  of  the  popular 
and  influential  citizens  of  his  township,  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  as  supervisor  for  three  terms. 
Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Improved  Order 
of  Red  Men. 

LUTHER  C.  LORING,  a well-known  and 
prominent  farmer  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne 
county,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  and 
highly  respected  families  of  New  England,  his 
grandparents,  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Goff)  Loring, 
both  being  natives  of  Massachusetts.  They  spent 
their  last  days,  however,  in  Sullivan  county,  New 
York. 

’Squire  Loring  was  also  born  in  Massachusetts, 
where  during  early  life  he  engaged  in  carpentering 
and  farming,  but  at  the  age  of  thirty  years  he  re- 
moved to  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  devoted  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  the  former  pursuit. 
He  was  married  in  Vermont  to  Miss  Alvira,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Winchester,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children : Amelia,  now 

the  widow  of  Capt.  Skinner,  of  Clark  s Green, 
Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.;  Luther  C.,  the  subject  of 


1728 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


this  sketch ; Sally,  who  married  Uriah  Baldwin  and 
died  in  Wayne  county  in  1849;  Cynthia,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Duncan,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  ¥.; 
Hannah,  a resident  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ; Benjamin, 
of  Monticello,  N.  Y. ; Jonathan,  who  died  at  that 
place;  Charles,  who  died  in  Williamsport,  Penn.; 
Maria,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Wayne  county; 
and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jacob  Storey,  of  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania. 

Luther  C.  Loring  was  born  in  Sullivan  county, 
N.  Y.,  June  17,  1819,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a lumberman. 
For  twenty  years  he  was  employed  as  sawyer  in  a 
mill,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  considerable  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits.  Iri  Sterling  township, 
Wayne  county,  he  still  follows  general  farming, 
and  is  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  mapie 
sugar. 

In  Pike  county,  Penn.,  Mr.  Loring  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Crone,  daughter  of 
Louis  and  Mercy  (Young)  Crone,  and  the  follow- 
ing children  were  born  to  this  union : Eldridge, 

who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ; Adelia,  wife  of 
John  W.  Bidwell,  of  Salem  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty ; Josephine,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ; 
Charles,  a resident  of  Hamlinton,  Penn. ; Lucy,  who 
died  in  infancy ; Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Lafayette 
Ammerman,  of  Salem  township ; George,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  six  years ; and  Ulysses,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years. 

For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Loring  married  Miss 
Jane  Lee,  a daughter  of  Thomas  Lee,  and  to  them 
has  been  born  a daughter,  Josephine,  living  at 
home. 

Feeling  that  his  country  needed  his  services, 
Mr.  Loring  enlisted  August  18,  1862,  for  nine 
months,  in  Company  A,  137th  P.  V.  I.,  and  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Chancellorsville.  On  March  1,  1864,  he  re- 
enlisted for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  as  a 
member  of  Battery  M,  Penn.  Heavy  Artillery.  For 
several  months  he  was  under  fire  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg, and  then  proceeded  north  of  the  James  river. 
Being  a skilled  lumberman,  he  was  put  on  special 
duty  at  Fort  Harrison,  where  he  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  January  31, 
1866,  at  City  Point,  Va.  Mr.  Loring  is  a well- 
read  man,  especially  on  the  best  literature,  and  finds 
his  chief  delight  in  reading.  He  is  a stanch  Re- 
publican in  politics  and  gives  a liberal  support  to 
all  measures  which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove 
of  public  benefit. 

C.  H.  CONRAD,  a resident  of  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  is  one  of  the  younger 
agriculturists  of  this  region,  but  he  has  already 
made  a good  start  on  the  road  to  success  and  pros- 
perity, and  is  making  a substantial  place  for  himself 
among  the  progressive  farmers  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Conrad  was  born  April  14,  1866,  in  Au- 
burn township,  son  of  Alexander  and  grandson  of 
Philip  Conrad,  who  settled  in  Auburn  township  at 


an  early  day,  following  farming  here  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  his  son 
Alexander  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age.  He 
married  Margaret  Bennett,  and  their  children  were : 
Sally  Ann,  wife  of  Horace  Gyle,  of  Auburn  town- 
ship; William  Llenry;  Nelson,  of  Auburn  township; 
Hannah,  wife  of  A.  Alden,  of  Montrose,  Penn. ; 
Ithamar,  residing  in  Lynn,  Susquehanna  county ; 
Alexander;  John,  of  Spnngville  township,  who  died 
in  1897;  Horace,  deceased,  of  Auburn;  and  Louisa, 
widow  of  a Mr.  Ruger,  of  Wyoming  county. 

Alexander  Conrad  was  born  August  29,  1835, 
in  Auburn  township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  married  Miss  Julia  Ann  Trible,  daughter  of 
Henry  Trible,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  Frank,  who  died  at  the  age  of 

twenty-five  years;  C.  H. ; Van,  a farmer,  who  lives 
in  Wallsville,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn. ; and  Henry, 
a resident  of  Factoryville,  Wyoming  county,  where 
the  mother  now  makes  her  home.  The  father 
passed  away  April  15,  1891,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years.  He  was  a farmer  and  mason  by  occupation, 
working  in  Auburn  township  all  his  life.  His  polit- 
cal  allegiance  was  given  the  Republican  party,  but 
aside  from  casting  his  vote  he  gave  no  attention  to 
public  affairs. 

C.  H.  Conrad,  our  subject,  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Auburn  township,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  he  began 
to  support  himself,  engaging  at  various  kinds  of 
work.  When  twenty  he  began  railroading  on  the 
Jersey  Central,  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  continuing 
thus  for  two  years,  after  which  he  went  to  Colorado, 
where  he  worked  for  wages  for  three  years,  engag- 
ing in  mining  at  Breckenridge,  Summit  county. 
On  his  return  East  he  bought  a piece  of  land  in 
Auburn  township,  and  at  present  he  owns  seventy- 
five  acres,  lying  in  Auburn  and  Springville  town- 
ships, the  greater  part  of  which  is  improved  and 
under  cultivation,  Mr.  Conrad  devoting  himself  to 
general  farming.  Pie  has  also  engaged  in  dairy- 
ing, keeping  eight  cows  at  present,  and  this  branch 
of  his  business  promises  to  be  as  profitable  as  the 
other.  He  is  a stockholder  in  the  local  creamery. 
Mr.  Conrad  has  met  with  encouraging  success  as 
a result  of  energy  and  enterprising  industry,  and 
he  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers 
of  this  section,  where  he  is  highly  respected  by  all 
who  know  him  as  a young  man  of  good  habits  and 
sterling  honesty'  of  character.  Fie  was  married  in 
Montrose,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Myrtie  Mitchell,  who  was 
born  November  11,  1871,  in  Springville  township, 
daughter  of  William  and  Julia  (Titman)  Mitchell. 
Mr.  Conrad  is  a stanch  Republican  in  politics  and 
takes  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  locality, 
though  he  has  not  given  much  time  to  public  affairs, 
his  farm  interests  occupying  him  fully.  Socially 
he  is  a member  of  the  Grange. 

ALLEN  PRICE,  proprietor  of  the  “Bucks 
Hill  House,”  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
a prominent  and  successful  business  man,  is  the  son 
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of  Jacob  and  Betsey  (Nye)  Price.  He  was  born 
August  i,  1842,  111  his  lather  s old  homestead  at 
Spruce  Cabin. 

Jacob  Price,  our  subject’s  father,  was  one  of 
the  most  noted  lumbermen  of  Monroe  county,  widely 
known  not  only  for  his  extensive  lumber  trans- 
actions, but  for  his  strong  and  popular  traits  of 
character.  (For  details  ot  his  early  life  see  sketch 
of  his  son  Wesley  j.  and  Milton  D.  Price  else- 
where.) Jacob  Price  was  married  (first)  to  Betsey 
Nye,  and  after  her  death  to  her  sister,  Susannah 
Nye.  By  the  first  marriage  he  had  five  sons  and 
one  daughter,  namely.  ( 1 ) Martin  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years.  (2)  David,  born  in  1839,  married 
Sarah  Boyer,  and  now  resides  on  a good  farm  near 
Canadensis.  He  had  six  children,  of  whom  Wel- 
lington and  Willard  F.  died  when  young,  the  others 
being:  Sarah,  Fannie  (now  Mrs.  Strieker),  Emily 
(died  in  1898  )and  Allen.  (3)  Allen  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  (4)  Sarah  is  the  widow  of  Charles 
Geiger,  who  died  in  Kansas  City  leaving  a family 
of  children.  (5)  Ambrose  married  Bell  Yonker, 
of  Monroe  county,  resides  at  East  Stroudsburg  and 
has  two  sons — Jesse  and  Harry.  (6)  Andrew  mar- 
ried Miss  Louisa  Conklin,  of  Smithfield,  follows 
stone-cutting  at  East  Stroudsburg,  and  has  chil- 
dren— Bert,  Floyd,  Paul,  Wilbur,  Carrie  and  Millie. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  our  subject,  who  had 
then  acquired  a good  education,  left  the  parental 
roof  and  began  life  on  his  own  account.  He  be- 
came teamster  for  the  Canadensis  Tannery  Co.,  and 
for  seven  years  served  steadily  in  that  position. 
He  then  engaged  for  several  years  in  peeling  bark 
for  the  company  under  contract.  He  married  Miss 
Sophia  Evans,  of  Barrett  township.  She  was  born 
in  1843,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Emily  Evans, 
formerly  of  Northampton  county.  After  his  mar- 
riage, in  April,  1871,  Mr.  Price  moved  to  Grant 
county,  Wis.  He  purchased  a large  farm  near 
Woodman  and  began  what  he  then  believed  would 
be  a work  of  many  years  developing  his  property 
to  a high  degree  of  efficiency.  But  three  months 
after  his  arrival  at  his  western  home  his  wife  died, 
leaving  four  children.  Mr.  Price  disposed  of  the 
property,  and  in  July  of  that  year  returned  to  Mon- 
roe county,  Penn.  He  then  went  into  the  woods 
as  foreman  for  John  S.  Snow,  of  Canadensis.  After 
a year  of  lumbering  he  engaged  in  the  meat  market 
business  at  Cresco,  which  he  followed  for  a number 
of  years. 

While  thus  engaged  he  married  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Sarah  Bailey,  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  Bailey,  of  Paradise  township.  The  four  chil- 
dren of  the  first  marriage  of  our  subject  were: 
(1)  Oscar,  who  was  born  in  September,  1864,  is 
married,  and  now  lives  at  Scranton,  an  employe  of 
the  D.  L.  & W.  R.  R.  Co.  He  has  one  daughter — 
Edna.  (2)  Laura,  born  in  November,  1866,  mar- 
ried Frank  Freeland,  of  Pocono,  and  died  at  Ban- 
gor leaving  two  daughters — Bertha  and  Clara.  (3), 
Charles  E.,  born  in  November,  1868,  now  resides  in 
New  Jersey.  (4)  Clara,  born  in  August,  1870,  is 
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also  a resident  of  New  Jersey.  By  his  second  mar- 
riage our  subject  has  had  six  children,  namely: 
Edith  May,  who  was  born  in  February,  1875,  mar- 
ried Jared  Sees,  of  Canadensis,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter— Gertrude;  fva  B.,  born  in  November,  1879,  is 
at  home;  Jennie  M.,  born  in  May,  1881;  Allen  S., 
born  in  kebruary,  1885;  Roland  M.,  born  in  July, 
1891 ; and  Porter  R.,  born  in  March,  1895. 

in  1878  our  subject  purchased  a tract  of  wild 
land  two  miles  from  Cresco,  on  the  road  leading  to 
Canadensis,  and  here  he  erected  a large  hotel.  He 
also  cleared  up  the  land,  and  now  has  one  of  the 
best  and  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Barrett  town- 
ship. Mr.  Price  is  a natural  landlord,  possessing, 
the  genial  disposition  and  the  care  for  the  comfort 
and  pleasure  of  his  guests  which  combine  to  make 
his  home  most  attractive.  Besides  the  mention  of 
the  above  farm  and  hotel  Mr.  Price  has  also  other 
large  interests  under  his  immediate  supervision  and 
direction.  He  purchased  a four-hundred-acre  tract 
of  land  in  Monroe  county,  joining  on  Pike  county, 
and  is  there  engaged  extensively  in  lumbering.  He 
also  conducts  a meat  market  business  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Price  is  a Democrat.  He  has 
been  made  the  recipient  of  various  local  offices  at 
the  hands  of  his  fellow  citizens.  For  seven  years- 
he  served  as  constable  in  Barrett  township,  and 
was  for  a number  of  years  tax  collector  of  the  town. 
He  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Mountain 
Home  Lodge  No.  684.  At  the  present  home  of  Mr. 
Price  a generous  hospitality  reigns,  the  influence 
of  which  radiates  far  and  wide.  He  is  one  of  the 
popular  men  of  the  county,  for  whom  good  wishes 
are  mingled  with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect  on 
account  of  the  rich  and  abundant  success  which  his 
energies  and  judgment  have  won. 

ALBERT  MAYER  is  an  energetic  and  suc- 
cessful business  man  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county, 
where  for  some  years  he  has  carried  on  operations 
as  a plumber  and  tinsmith.  Like  many  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  the  place,  he  comes  from  across  the 
sea,  his  birth  occurring  in  Wittenberg,  Germany, 
January  24,  1859.  His  parents,  John  and  Constan- 
tina  (Simmerman)  Mayer,  are  still  residents  of  that 
country,  where  the  father,  who  is  a tinsmith  by 
trade,  was  born  in  January,  1813,  the  mother  in 
April,  1827.  Their  children  were  Jacob  and  Rick- 
hart,  both  now  deceased ; Mary,  widow  of  August 
Wittman,  and  a resident  of  New  York;  Josephina, 
wife  of  Moritz  Fromlap,  a whip  manufacturer  in 
Germany ; Fanny,  wife  of  August  Smith,  a tin- 
smith in  Germany;  Frank,  who  died  in  that  coun- 
try; Henry,  who-  died  in  New  York;  Albert,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  and  John,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  fine  terra  cotta  ware  for 
house  trimmings,  at  Guttenburg,  New  York. 

On  reaching  a sufficient  age  Albert  Mayer  en- 
tered the  public  schools  of  his  native  land,  where  he 
pursued  his  studies  until  he  was  fourteen,  when  he 
commenced  learning  the  tinner’s  trade  with  his 
father,  serving  a four-years’  apprenticeship.  The 
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following  year  he  worked  at  Stutgart,  Germany, 
and  as  a journeyman  afterward  traveled  quite  ex- 
tensively over  the  Fatherland.  On  attaining  his 
majority  he  bade  good-by  to  kindred  and  friends 
and  sailed  for  America,  locating  first  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  about  a year. 
He  then  came  to  Hawley,  Penn.,  but  after  working 
for  Jacob  Seidler  for  a year  he  returned  to  New 
York.  In  the  year  following,  however,  he  again 
entered  Mr.  Seidler's  employ  at  Hawley,  remaining 
with  him  five  years,  after  which  he  spent  three  years 
at  his  trade  in  Scranton,  Penn.  On  his  return  to 
Hawley  he  worked  for  August  Leiber  one  summer, 
and  then  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
soon  building  up  a large  and  profitable  trade,  which 
he  still  enjoys. 

Mr.  Mayer  was  married  in  Hawley,  April  20, 
1887,  to  Miss  Hannah  Beafier,  who  was  born  at 
Cherry  Ridge,  Wayne  county,  October  12,  i860, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  (Clatt)  Realier. 
The  parents  were  natives  of  Germany,  but  became 
acquainted  and  were  married  in  Honesdale,  Wayne 
county,  where  they  continued  to  make  their  home 
for  two  years.  From  there  they  removed  to  Smick 
Hill,  and  later  to  Cherry  Ridge,  where  the  mother 
died  in  1892,  aged  sixty-six  years,  and  where  the 
father  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  By 
occupation  he  is  a farmer. 

The  Reafler  family  numbered  the  following 
children : Henry  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 

Mary  is  the  wife  of  Verner  Fogle,  a blacksmith,  of 
Hawley.  John  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Han- 
nah is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Barbara  is  the  wife 
of  Henry  Hagedy,  a farmer  of  Cherry  Ridge. 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  John  Switzer,  foreman  of 
the  glass  factory  at  Hawley.  George  is  working 
for  our  subject.  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Seid- 
ler, a bricklayer  of  Scranton,  Penn.  The  father  is 
a Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religious  faith  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  to  which 
the  mother  also  belonged. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mayer  are  also  prominent 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  of 
Hawley,  while  politically  he  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  Fie  is  an  upright,  honorable 
business  man,  and  an  expert  mechanic,  and  the  suc- 
cess that  he  has  achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to 
his  own  unaided  efforts. 

C.  M.  LEONARD.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  one  of  the  popular  citizens  of  Forest  City,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  by  his  active  talents  and  in- 
dustry built  up  a business  and  a financial  success 
which  is  noteworthy.  For  a time  he  was  engaged 
in  the  livery  business,  and  had  property  interests 
of  considerable  value. 

Mr.  Leonard  was  born  in  Preston  township, 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  October  29,  1861,  a son  of 
Edward  and  Anna  (Case)  Leonard.  Edward 
Leonard,  the  father,  was  a native  of  Gilbertsville, 
Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  October  29, 
1830.  When  a boy  he  came  with  his  father  to 


Wayne  county.  The  latter  subsequently  located  in 
Susquehanna  county,  and  died  at  Thompson  at 
about  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He  married  a 

Miss  Clark,  a member  of  an  old  New  England 

family.  Edward  Leonard,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, learned  the  trade  of  a blacksmith  in  Wayne 
county,  and  later  settled  at  Jackson,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  died  April  6,  1887.  The  four  children  of  Ed- 
ward and  Anna  Leonard  are  Ida  May,  Jerome,  C. 
M.  (our  subject),  and  Benjamin  R. 

C.  M.  Leonard  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Preston,  and  in  an  academy  at 

Mt.  Pleasant.  He  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade 

and  followed  it  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
Wishing  for  a more  active  life,  he  became  for  a time 
raftsman  on  the  Delaware  river,  making  trips  to 
tide-water.  Abandoning  that  occupation,  he  was 
engaged  by  Judge  Hand  of  Scranton  to  care  for  his 
horses  and  stables  and  to  drive  his  private  team. 
Returning  to  Jackson,  Susquehanna  county,  our 
subject  remained  with  his  father  until  the  latter’s 
death.  Then  for  a year  he  conducted  his  father’s 
hotel  at  Jackson.  Mr.  Leonard  removed  to  Forest 
City,  where  he  purchased  some  vacant  lots.  These 
he  improved,  and  he  operated  a blacksmith  shop  in 
connection  with  the  livery  business  which  he  had 
established. 

Mr.  Leonard  was  married  April  4,  1887,  to 
Miss  Gladys  Carden,  of  Gibson  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  two  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  Harvey  and  Hazel.  In  politics  our  subject 
is  a Republican,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a 
Freemason,  also  a member  of  the  Order  of  Red 
Men,  and  was  connected  with  the  Enterprise  Hose 
Company. 

THOMAS  POTTER,  who  has  lived  retired 
for  a number  of  years,  is  a well-known  citizen  of 
Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  owning  a 
farm  of  sixty  acres  near  the  county  line.  He  is  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  born  May  1,  1839,  son 
of  Riley  and  Lorena  (Palmer)  Potter,  who  came 
from  New  York  State  to  Pennsylvania  in  about 
1849,  settling  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county.  In  1873  they  removed  to  another  farm  in 
the  same  township,  near  the  present  home  of  our 
subject,  and  there  they  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  days,  the  father,  a lifelong  farmer,  dying  in 
April,  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  the 
mother  one  week  later,  aged  seventy  years.  They 
were  buried  on  Clapper  Hill.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  six  children : Isaac,  who  was 

killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg;  Mary,  deceased, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Hall ; Thomas ; Abra- 
ham, who  was  also  killed  while  serving  in  the  army ; 
Alice,  Mrs.  James  Bunnell,  deceased;  and  Esther, 
who  died  unmarried.  The  parents  were  members 
pf  the  Baptist  Church. 

Thomas  Potter  lived  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage, and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
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schools.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life.  In  1864  he 
enlisted,  at  Towanda,  Penn.,  in  the  Union  service, 
becoming  a member  of  Co.  I,  51st  P.  V.  I.,  under 
Capt.  Thomas  Parker,  and  remained  at  the  front 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  discharge 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  Mr.  Potter  was  at  Peters- 
burg for  six  months,  under  lire  the  greater  part  of 
that  time,  and  the  hardships  of  army  life  so  under- 
mined his  constitution  that  he  never  fully  recovered 
his  health.  After  his  return  home  he  worked  among 
farmers  whenever  his  strength  permitted,  and  he 
occupied  the  old  Clapper  Hill  farm,  on  which  his 
father  had  resided,  until  1885,  when  it  was  sold, 
and  he  settled  on  his  present  place.  Mr.  Potter  has 
a comfortable  income  from  his  land,  which  is  oper- 
ated by  his  son,  our  subject  taking  little  active  part 
in  the  arduous  work  of  cultivation. 

In  May,  1867,  at  Laceyville,  Penn,,  Mr.  Potter 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Sally  A.  (Sharrer)  Williams, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Sharrer  and 
widow  of  Francis  Williams.  To  this  union  were 
horn  two'  children:  Frank,  who  now  carries  on  his 

father’s  farm  (he  is  married  to  Nellie  Wilbur)  ; 
and  Albertie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Hillis,  a farmer 
of  Rush  township.  The  mother  passed  away  in 
March,  1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years,  and  was 
buried  at  Stevensville,  Penn.  Mr.  Potter  is  a 
stanch  Republican  in  political  affiliation. 

CHARLES  LOTT,  a well-to-do  general  farmer 
and  dairyman  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  there  March  6,  1819,  on  the  old 
Lott  homestead  at  Auburn  Center.  He  had  little 
advantages  for  schooling,  as  educational  facilities 
in  that  way  were  matters  of  secondary  importance 
to  the  necessarily  hard-working  pioneers,  but  he  had 
unlimited  opportunities  for  gaining  a complete 
knowledge  of  the  duties  of  a pioneer  farm,  an  ex- 
perience which  proved  of  inestimable  value  to  him 
later  on,  when  he  undertook  to  clear  and  improve  a 
farm  for  himself. 

Mr.  Lott  remained  at  home  up  to  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years,  when  he  was  married,  in  Auburn 
township,  to  Miss  Caroline  Shannon,  daughter  of 
John  Shannon,  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.  He  then 
bought  fifty-four  acres  of  new  land  in  Auburn 
township,  built  a home,  and  commenced  the  work 
of  clearing  the  place  for  cultivation,  a long  and 
weary  process,  especially  before  the  days  of  im- 
proved machinery.  However,  he  accomplished  this 
in  time,  and  added  thirty-five  acres  to  the  original 
tract,  clearing  and  improving  this  too.  Later  he 
purchased  another  farm  of  eighty-one  acres,  at  a 
cost  of  $2,000,  which  has  also  been  greatly  improved 
under  his  management,  and  Mr.  Lott  now  ranks 
among  the  extensive  landowners  of  the  township. 
He  has  been  constantly  improving  his  property 
with  substantial  buildings,  fences,  etc.,  and  it  is 
systematically  and  carefully  tilled,  yielding  him  a 
handsome  income.  Recently  he  has  taken  up  dairy- 
ing in  addition  to  general  farming,  at  present 
keeping  fifteen  cows,  mostly  young  stock,  and  this 


branch  of  his  business  promises  to  be  as  profitable 
as  his  other  undertakings.  For  about  twenty  years 
during  his  earlier  life  Mr.  Lott  was  engaged  in 
lumbering  during  the  winter  season,  following 
that  vocation  at  Scranton  when  that  now  thriving 
city  contained  but  one  mill  and  a couple  of  houses, 
and  also  in  Monroe,  Lackawanna  and  Wayne  coun- 
ties. He  has  been  thoroughly  progressive  in  his 
work,  keeping  abreast  of  the  times  in  the  adoption 
of  improved  methods  and  ideas,  and  he  is  now  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  a long  and  useful  life,  con- 
tented in  the  possession  of  a fine  home  and  property 
and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Lott’s  first  wife  died  in  1870,  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years,  and  he  subsequently  wedded  Miss  Alice 
Sterling,  a native  of  Meshoppen,  Penn.,  daughter 
of  Lewis  and  Emily  (Donnell)  Sterling,  who  were 
of  Scotch  descent.  The  father  was  born  in 
Wyoming  county,  where  he  followed  the  carpenter's 
trade.  To  this  union  has  come  one  child,  Lewis, 
who  lives  with  his  parents.  By  his  first  wife  Mr. 
Lott  had  children  as  follows : Elizabeth,  wife  of 

Delos  Depew,  of  Wyoming  county;  Jane,  wife  of 
Benjamin  Jacoby,  of  Montrose,  Penn.;  Judson,  a 
farmer,  residing  at  Hopbottom,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty; Euphemia,  deceased,  who  married  G.  Washing- 
ton Hinkle,  of  Glenwoocl,  Penn. ; and  Joseph,  a 
farmer  of  Auburn  township.  Mrs.  Lott  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  Church,  which  our  subject  also  at- 
tends. Politically,  he  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 

WILLIAM  C.  HELLER,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  successful  business  men  of  Mt.  Po- 
cono,  belongs  to  a family  which  has  been  actively 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Monroe  county 
since  pioneer  days,  and  its  members  have  won  for 
the  name  an  enviable  distinction  by  their  intelligence 
and  worth.  This  high  reputation  is  in  no  way 
diminished  in  the  present  generation,  and  our  sub- 
ject displays  in  a marked  degree  the  admirable 
characteristics  which  the  name  suggests. 

A native  of  Monroe  county,  Mr.  Heller  was 
born  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  in  1836,  and  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Rachel  (Keller)  Heller,  the  latter 
a daughter  of  C.  D.  Keller,  of  Monroe  county. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a native  of  Plamil- 
ton  township  and  a son  of  David  and  Elizabeth 
Heller,  who  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
county.  David  Heller  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits throughout  life  and  died  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Hamilton  township.  In  his  family  were  eight 
children,  namely:  Charles;  David;  James;  Eliza- 

beth, wife  of  Henry  Bush,  of  Paradise  township, 
Monroe  county ; Lena,  wife  of  George  Shoemaker, 
of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  where  she  died;  Hannah, 
wife  of  John  Felinger,  of  Hamilton  township,  where 
she  died ; Mrs.  Kate  Laurice,  a widow  of  Hamil- 
ton township;  and  Sallie  A.,  wife  of  John  Work- 
heiser,  of  Hamilton  township. 

James  Heller  spent  his  early  life  in  Hamilton 
and  Chestnut  Hill  townships,  and  being  a cooper 
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by  trade,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  barrels 
in  the  former  township.  He  also  engaged  in  mill- 
ing for  some  years  and  was  prominently  identified 
with  public  affairs  in  Hamilton  township,  serving 
in  a number  of  local  offices,  such  as  assessor,  col- 
lector and  supervisor.  In  1852  he  purchased  a 
large  farm  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county, 
near  Swiftwater,  and  cleared  a large  part  of  his 
land,  making  his  home  thereon  until  his  death. 
His  worthy  wife,  who  had  shared  with  him  the  hard- 
ships of  Ins  early  life,  died  in  1896,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter  Sarah  in  Chestnut  Hill  township. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  their  family,  the  others 
being  as  follows:  (2)  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  An- 

drew Hardy,  a farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
and  they  have  five  children : Emery,  a resident  of 

Ashley,  Penn. ; Stewart,  of  Scranton;  Emma,  who 
married  and  lives  in  Dakota ; and  Joseph  and 
Stephen,  both  of  Luzerne  county,  Penn.  (3)  John, 
born  in  Hamilton  township,  is  now  a resident  of 
Clearfield  county,  Penn.  (4)  George,  who  resides 
near  Wiscassot,  in  Paradise  township,  married 
Lizzie  Dunlap,  of  that  township,  and  has  five  chil- 
dren : Minnie,  Flora,  Hattie,  Edward  and  Charles. 
(5)  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Learn,  of  Paradise 
township.  (6)  Katie  A.  married  Samuel  Schwab, 
of  Easton,  Penn.,  where  she  died  leaving  one  son, 
Millard.  (7)  Isaiah  married  Nettie  Freeland,  of 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  and  resided  in 
Paradise  township,  where  his  wife  and  child  both 
died,  while  he  later  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject 
in  Mt.  Pocono.  (8)  Emma,  born  in  Paradise 
township,  married  Washington  Shiffer,  of  Pocono 
township,  where  he  died.  Of  the  two  children  born 
to  them,  Nettie  died  at  the  age  of  three  years,  and 
William  is  an  upright,  reliable  young  man  who  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Pocono  township. 
For  her  second  husband  the  mother  married  Hiram 
Cramer,  of  Osceola  Mills,  Clearfield  Co.,  Penn., 
and  she  died  in  Mt.  Pocono.  (9)  Milton,  born  in 
Hamilton  township,  married  Edna  Smith,  of  Para- 
dise township,  where  they  now  reside  on  his  farm, 
and  they  have  four  children:  Annie,  wife  of  Frank 

Warner,  of  that  township;  Robert;  Daisy;  and 
William.  ( 10)  Frank,  born  in  Paradise  township, 
died  when  a young  man.  ( 1 1 ) Levi  J.  died  in 
childhood. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  William  C. 
Heller  pursued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of 
Monroe  county,  and  in  1855  and  1856  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  Fred 
Crowder,  of  Pocono  township.  The  following  year 
he  commenced  contracting  and  building  on  his  own 
account  and  successfully  followed  that  vocation  until 
1890,  erecting  almost  all  of  the  fine  summer  homes  in 
his  section  of  the  county,  the  noted  Wiscasset  Po- 
cono Mountain  House  and  many  other  leading 
hotels.  In  1873  he  also  commenced  the  undertak- 
ing business  upon  his  farm  in  Paradise  township. 

In  1858  Mr.  Fleller  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Julia  A.  Learn,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Susan  Learn,  who  belonged  to  one  of  the  prominent 


old  families" of  Paradise  township.  After  his  mar- 
riage our  subject  bought  property  in  that  town- 
ship, erected  a good  nome  thereon,  and  in  1864 
bought  the  farm  on  which  his  son  now  resides  and 
where  he  lived  until  1882.  Since  then  he  has  been 
a resident  of  Mt.  Pocono,  and  has  continued  to 
carry  on  the  undertaking  business  in  connection 
with  contracting  and  building.  He  erected  the  Bel- 
mont House  at  that  place  and  conducted  the  same 
for  two  years.  He  has  met  with  a well-deserved 
success  in  life,  is  the  owner  of  a large  amount  of 
real  estate  in  Mt.  Pocono,  and  has  a beautiful  home, 
which  is  known  far  and  wide  for  its  hospitality. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heller  have  the  following  chil- 
dren: (1)  Joseph  J.,  born  in  Paradise  township, 

in  1859,  was  educated  in  the  home  schools  and  now 
lives  on  his  father’s  farm  in  that  township.  He 
married  Miss  M.  J.  Setzer,  of  Paradise  township, 
and  has  two  children:  Willie  and  Harry.  (2) 

Mahlon,  born  in  1861,  married  Miss  Blanch  Jones, 
of  Monroe  county,  and  moved  to  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  was  ready  to  engage  in  the  undertak- 
ing business  when  taken  ill  and  died  in  1888.  (3) 

Emma,  born  in  1866,  is  now  the  wife  of  William  J. 
Hamlin,  of  Pocono  township,  and  they  have  four 
children:  Earl,  Anita,  Esther  and  Clinton.  (4) 

Alta,  born  in  1874,  married  George  Dowling,  of  Mt. 
Pocono,  by  whom  she  has  one  daughter,  Madaline, 
and  they  live  with  their  father  in  Mt.  Pocono. 

Politically  Mr.  Heller  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has 
most  acceptably  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  school 
director,  assessor  and  town  clerk  for  fifteen  years. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  an  earnest  member  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  socially  belongs 
to  Mt.  Pocono  Lodge  No.  354,  I.  O.  R.  M.  In  the 
prosecution  of  his  business  there  has  been  manifest 
one  of  the  most  sterling  traits  of  his  character — his 
desire  to  carry  forward  to  the  highest  perfection  at- 
tainable everything  that  he  undertakes.  This  has 
marked  his  social  and  business  career  and  has  been 
one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  his  business. 

S.  T.  SMITH.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
stands  second  to  none  among  the  well-to-do,  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising  farmers  of  Scott  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  As  a judicious  tiller  of  the 
soil  he  has  met  with  success,  and  as  a man  and  citi- 
zen holds  a high  position  among  his  neighbors. 
In  connection  with  general  farming  he  is  also  in- 
terested in  lumbering  and  dairying,  and  these 
branches  of  his  business  have  also  proved  quite 
profitable. 

On  the  farm  where  he  still  resides  Mr.  Smith 
was  born  in  1856,  a son  of  J.  H.  and  Sarah  (Travis) 
Smith.  His  father  was  born  in  Scott  township  in 
1830,  a son  of  John  and  Catherine  Smith,  who  at 
an  early  day  came  to  Wayne  county,  having  traded 
their  farm  on  Long  Island  for  600  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Scott  township,  where  they  developed  a farm. 
In  the  family  were  seven  children,  as  follows : Mrs. 
Charity  Alexander,  a resident  of  Nebraska;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Parker,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  and 
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spent  her  last  years  in  Iowa ; Mrs.  Mary  Seymore, 
a native  of  New  York,  where  she  again  took  up  her 
residence  after  her  marriage ; Anna,  who  died  in 
childhood ; Ezra,  who  married  Hannah  Wheeler, 
and  throughout  life  engaged  in  farming  in  Scott 
township,  Wayne  county;  Adaline,  who  was  born 
in  Wayne  county,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Wesley 
Smith,  of  Illinois;  and  John  H.,  our  subject’s 
father. 

John  H.  Smith,  after  completing  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Wayne  county,  followed 
lumbering  on  the  Delaware  river  for  some  years, 
while  he  continued  to  live  upon  the  old  homestead, 
having  inherited  a portion  of  the  original  600  acres. 
In  1877  he  purchased  property  in  Sherman,  Scott 
township,  two  miles  from  the  Delaware  river,  where 
he  is  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
former  toil.  Politically  he  is  a Jacksonian  Demo- 
crat, and  among  other  offices  he  filled  that  of  tax 
collector  of  Scott  township  for  the  long  period  of 
twenty  years.  He  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  to  which  his  wife,  Sarah  (Travis), 
who  died  in  1857,  also  belonged.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife  Mr.  Smith  wedded  Samantha  Monroe. 
She  died,  and  he  then  married  his  present  wife,  Ada 
(Curtis). 

Our  subject  is  the  elder  of  the  two  children 
of  the  family,  the  other  being  Charles  E.,  who  was 
born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1857,  and  is  a graduate 
of  Deposit  Academy,  N.  Y.  He  married  Della 
Greenman,  of  Sherman,  Penn.,  and  they  now  reside 
in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  serving  as  super- 
intendent for  the  lumber  firm  of  C.  D.  Middlebrook 
& Co.  He  is  the  present  alderman  from  the  first 
ward  of  that  city.  His  children  are  May,  Fred- 
erick and  Ora,  all  at  home. 

Upon  the  home  farm  S.  T.  Smith  was  reared 
in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys,  acquiring 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality 
and  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  fields.  After  his 
marriage  in  1875  he  remained  on  the  farm  for  five 
years,  but  in  1880  he  accepted  the  position  of  fore- 
man of  the  chemical  works  of  W.  W.  Mumford,  of 
Starrucca,  filling  that  responsible  position  with 
ability  for  three  years,  and  winning  the  approval 
at  all  times  of  his  employer.  He  then  returned  to 
the  old  homestead,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
operated. 

In  1875  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Ada  Rey- 
nolds, of  Preston,  Wayne  county,  a daughter  of 
Eldridge  and  Mary  Reynolds,  early  settlers  of  Pres- 
ton township,  formerly  from  Rhode  Island.  Prior 
to  her  marriage  Mrs.  Smith  was  a prominent  teacher 
of  Wayne  and  Luzerne  counties.  Three  children 
were  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely: 
Bertha,  born  in  1877,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
Ethel,  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  1880,  began 
her  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  later  at- 
tended the  Mansfield  Normal  in  Tioga  county, 
Penn.  She  is  a very  bright  young  lady,  and  is  now 
a popular  and  successful  teacher,  having  charge  of 
a school  in  Sherman.  She  is  one  of  the  youngest 


teachers  of  the  county  to  hold  a high-grade  certifi- 
cate. Sarah,  born  in  April,  1887,  is  attending  the 
home  school.  Politically  Mr.  Smith  is  a stanch 
Republican,  is  one  of  the  active  and  prominent 
workers  of  his  party  in  Scott  township,  and  has 
most  acceptably  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  a num- 
ber of  local  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  popular  and  influential  men  of  his  lo- 
cality, and  wherever  known  is  held  in  high  regard. 
His  wife  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Maple  Hill 
Baptist  Church,  and  is  a most  estimable  lady. 

H.  W.  COBB,  a highly  esteemed  resident  of 
New  Milford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  has 
been  identified  for  many  years  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  that  locality,  but  is  now  retired  from  the 
active  management  of  his  farm.  His  long  and 
useful  life  furnishes  a pleasing  retrospect,  and  his 
success  demonstrates  the  fact  that  well-directed 
effort  in  agricultural  work  brings  substantial  re- 
wards. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  born  April  30,  1825,  at  Middle- 
town,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  paternal  ances- 
tors located  at  an  early  period.  Zipron  Cobb,  his 
father,  was  born  in  Orange  county,  February  20, 
1776,  and  became  a wealthy  farmer  at  Middletown, 
where  he  died  in  September,  1846.  He  and  his 
wife  were  devout  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  held  the  office  of  deacon  for  a number 
of  years.  He  was  married  in  New  York  State  to 
Rebecca  Byron,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  who  was 
born  in  March,  1781,  and  survived  him  only  forty- 
four  hours.  Their  remains  now  rest  at  the  old 
farm  in  Orange  county.  They  had  nine  children, 
our  subject  being  the  youngest;  Hannah  married 
Aaron  Cobb  ; Arena  married  Zipron  Cobb,  a cousin  ; 
Phoebe  married  Holloway  Kirby ; Rebecca  married 
Noah  Kirby;  Mariam  married  Demnore  Decker; 
Zipron  married  Sarah  Crane ; Byron ; Henry  L. 
married  Julia  Barrett,  and  now  resides  on  a farm 
in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  work,  and  after 
the  death  of  his  parents  was  employed  for  some 
time  among  the  farmers  of  the  locality.  Through 
careful  management  of  his  resources  he  was  able  to 
purchase  a farm  one-half  mile  from  Middletown, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  he  settled  upon  the 
place,  remaining  four  years.  He  then  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  at  Hart 
Lake  on  a farm  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Prof. 
Willis  R.  Cobb.  .There  he  resided  for  thirty-nine 
years,  and  then  made  his  home  at  his  present  farm. 
In  politics  he  is  a strong  Republican,  and  for  over 
fifty  years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  he  was  a trustee  for  about  twenty 
years.  In  1854,  two  years  after  coming  to  Suspue- 
hanna  county,  he  made  a visit  to  his  native  county, 
where  he  was  married  on  March  30th  of  that  year 
to  Miss  Minerva  J.  Dwan.  Of  the  ten  children  of 
this  union,  five  are  living.  (1)  Henry  W.,  born 
April  13,  1855,  married  Lola  Miller,  and  resides  on 
a farm  in  New  Milford  township.  (2)  John  H., 
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born  September  8,  1856,  died  September  7,  1886, 
married  Bertha  Miller.  (3)  Leabdor  R.,  born  Au- 
gust 17,  1858,  married  Angeline  Griffin,  and  died 
March  21,  1883.  (4)  Wims  R.,  born  November 

20,  1S60,  married  Jennie  Burdick  and  resides  on  a 
farm  in  New  Milford  township.  He  is  prominent 
in  Church  work  and  is  superintendent  of  a Sabbath- 
school.  (5)  Etta  E.,  born  March  18,  1862,  mar- 
ried Fred  Dean,  a farmer  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship. (6)  Bennie  Z.,  born  April  4,  1864,  married 
Lottie  Griffin,  and  settled  upon  a farm  in  New  Mil- 
ford township.  (7)  Edith  W.,  born  June  25,  1866, 
married  Sherman  Griffin,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater 
township,  Susquehanna  county.  (8)  Minnie  M., 
born  September  28,  1868,  died  September  28,  1869. 
(9)  Alma  L.,  born  September  20,  1871,  died  Febru- 
ary 4,  1882.  (10)  Alva,  born  December  4,  1873, 
died  | une  18,  1875. 

Mrs.  Minerva  J.  (Dwan)  Cobb  is  a member  of 
an  old  and  respected  family  of  New  York  State,  and 
was  born  August  5-  1835,  at  YValkill,  Orange  coun- 
ty. Peter  Dwan,  Mrs.  Cobb’s  father,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Orange  county,  whence,  in  1857,  he  re- 
moved to  a farm  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died  in  April,  1861,  aged  sixty  years.  He  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Jane  (Van  Auken)  Purdy,  widow  of 
Isaac  Purdy,  and  she  survived  him  ; she  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  1862,  to  make  her  home 
with  our  subject,  She  died  September  28,  1874, 
aged  seventy-six  years,  seven  months,  and  her  re- 
mains were  interred  at  New  Milford.  By  her  first 
marriage  she  had  three  children : Louisa,  who 

married  John  King,  and  died  in  Michigan  ; Lean- 
der,  who  died  in  Michigan;  and  Isaac  (deceased), 
formerly  a physician  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. 
By  her  marriage  to  Peter  Dwan  she  also  had  three 
children:  Alary  (deceased),  who  married  Hagert 

Drake;  John  (deceased),  who  was  a physician  at 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. ; and  Alinerva  J.  (Mrs.  Cobb). 

CHARLES  S.  PAGE,  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  is  a prominent  resi- 
dent of  New  Alilford,  Susquehanna  county,  and  after 
many  years  of  successful  effort  as  a manufacturer 
has  turned  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  popularity 
among  the  citizens  of  his  locality  has  been  shown 
by  his  frequent  election  to  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility, and  at  one  time  he  served  as  register, 
recorder,  and  clerk  of  the  Orphans  Court  for  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

Air.  Page  is  descended  from  good  New  England 
ancestry,  and  his  great-grandfather,  Peter  Page, 
was  a resident  of  Vermont.  Levi  Page,  his  grand- 
father, was  born  in  1787,  in  Vermont,  and  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  m 1816,  locating  first  in  Jack- 
son  township,  and  later  in  New  Alilford  township, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  married  111 
Vermont  to  Priscilla  Ingalls,  who  was  born  June 
25,  1793.  Their  children  were:  Amanda,  born  De- 
cember 16,  1809  ; Evra,  August  23,  1811  ; Elihu,  Alay 
27,  1813;  Levi  S.,  Alay  31,  1815;  Calvin  J.,  June 
27,  1817;  Eber  D.,  Alay  6,  1819;  Hannah  AL,  May 


17,  1820;  Amos  I.,  September  12,  1822;  Rosman  I., 
September  3,  1824;  Marietta  AL,  July  27,  1826; 
Seth  W.,  Alay  4,  1828;  Louisa  P.,  December  — , 
1830;  Josepn  N.,  May  16,  1836;  Williston  J.,  March 
2,  1840.  Levi  S.,  Rosman  1.,  Alarietta  AL  and  Wil- 
liston J.  are  yet  living.  Levi  S.  resides  in  Susque- 
hanna, where  he  has  been  active  in  politics  for  many 
years,  having  served  for  thirty-five  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  he  has  also  been  county  commis- 
sioner. 

Eilhu  Page,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
at  Hardwick,  Caledonia  Co.,  Vt.,  and  accompanied 
Ins  parents  to  this  section.  For  many  years  he  fol- 
lowed lumbering,  operating  a sawmill  at  different 
points  in  Susquehanna  county,  but  later  he  devoted 
his  attention  to  farming  at  Lakeside,  New  Milford 
township.  He  was  a man  of  standing  in  his  locality, 
and  at  times  held  township  offices  including  those 
of  tax  collector  and  constable.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a Methodist,  and  he  died  in  that  faith  January  4, 
1899,  his  remains  being  interred  at  New  Milford. 
In  1836  he  was  married,  in  Susquehanna  county, 
to  Miss  Eunice  AL  Hill,  a native  of  New  Hampshire, 
who  was  born  in  1814,  and  died  August  7,  1891. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  be- 
longed to  an  old  family  of  pioneers.  Her  parents, 
Ichabod  and  Alary  (Durkee)  Hill,  came  to  this 
section  in  1817  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Hudson 
river,  in  New  York  State,  and  settled  upon  a farm 
in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county.  Our 
subject  was  the  eldest  of  a family  of  four  children, 
the  others  being:  Clara  AL  (deceased),  who  mar- 
ried Gilbert  S.  Johnson,  of  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county ; Calvin  I.,  who  married  Aliss 
Elizabeth  Doloway,  and  resides  in  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  is  employed  on  the  police  force; 
and  Elmer  F.,  who  married  Aliss  Nellie  Walker,  and 
located  at  Binghamton,  where  he  holds  the  position 
of  superintendent  in  a chair  factory. 

’Squire  Page  was  born  October  26,  1838,  in 
Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
remained  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began  teach- 
ing in  the  district  schools  of  his  township,  and  later 
he  taught  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.,  continuing  about  three  years.  While 
in  charge  of  a graded  school  in  the  latter  locality 
he  decided  to  enlist  in  the  Union  army,  and  on 
August  19,  1862,  he  joined  Schooley's  Independent 
Battery,  being  mustered  in  at  Pittston.  Later  this 
battery  joined  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, and  Mr.  Page  was  afterward  transferred 
on  orders  from  the  War  Department,  to  the  Signal 
Corps,  with  which  he  remained  until  discharged, 
as  sergeant,  in  June,  1865,  at  Portsmouth  Grove,  R. 
I.  He  took  part  in  Sherman’s  campaign,  and  on 
February  6,  1865,  was  wounded  in  the  right  foot  in 
a skirmish  in  South  Carolina.  He  spent  some  time 
in  a hospital  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  and  was  then 
transferred  to  another  at  Portsmouth  Grove,  R. 
1.  On  returning  home  he  purchased  a furniture  fac- 
tory at  Lakeside,  which  he  operated  from  1865  to 
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1885.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  elected  register, 
recorder  and  clerk  of  the  Orphans  Court,  and  dur- 
ing his  term  the  factory  was  conducted  by  others. 
Since  his  retirement  from  office  he  has  purchased 
his  present  homestead,  where  he  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming.  He  has  held  various  township  offices, 
and  in  1890  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  to 
which  position  he  was  re-elected  in  1895.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  active  in  religious- 
work  as  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
he  is  now  serving  as  steward  and  trustee. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  Mr.  Page  was  mar- 
ried, in  Wyoming  county,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Ella 
Hough,  a native  of  New  Jersey,  and  a daughter 
of  Francis  and  Kate  (Clark)  Hough.  She  died 
June  20,  1879,  aged  thirty-seven,  and  was  buried  at 
New  Milford.  On  March  18,  1882,  Mr.  Page  was 
married  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Whitmarsh,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Clark)  Whit- 
marsh. Her  death  occurred  June  20,  1893,  and 
on  June  12,  1895,  the  'Squire  married  Miss  Carrie 
Stoddard,  a native  of  New  Milford  township,  and 
daughter  of  Horace  S.  and  Mary  (Harris)  Stod- 
dard, her  father  being  a well-known  resident  of 
Lakeside.  By  his  first  marriage  "Squire  Page  had 
two  sons:  Frank  E.,  who  died  when  twenty-one 
years  of  age ; and  Glenn  C.,  who  married  Miss 
Mabel  Sieverson,  and  resides  in  Kingston,  Penn., 
where  he  is  employed  as  receiving  teller  of  the  Wy- 
oming Valley  Trust  Co.  Previous  to  his  appoint- 
ment to  this  position  he  was  principal  of  a school 
at  Sanitaria  Springs,  N.  Y.,  and  also  at  Chenango 
Forks,  N.  Y.  There  were  four  children  by  the  sec- 
ond union:  Hugh  S.,  Lena  M.,  Harry  L.  and  Ruth 
E.,  all  at  home,  and  by  the  third  marriage  there  is 
one  son,  Bruce  L. 

HUGH  B.  SMITH,  a traveling  saleman  now 
residing  in  Nicholson,  Wyoming  county,  is  a native 
of  Wayne  county,  born  at  Gouldsboro,  October  8, 
1867,  and  is  a son  of  Louis  R.  and  Christina 
(Baillie)  Smith,  a sketch  of  whom  is  given  on  page 
926  in  connection  with  that  of  David  B.  Smith,  a 
brother  of  our  subject.  He  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  went  to 
•Nanticoke,  Penn.,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Albert 
J.  Massy  & Co.,  in  the  crockery  business.  When 
they  removed  to  Easton,  Penn.,  nine  months  later, 
he  continued  with  them,  representing  them  on  the 
road  for  two  years  or  until  they  abandoned  business. 
He  then  went  to  Scranton,  this  State,  and  entered 
the  service  of  the  crockery  firm  of  Carson,  Clements 
& Co.,  traveling  for  them  for  two  years.  The  fol- 
lowing three  years  he  was  with  Clark  Brothers  of 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  then  conducted  the  Hotel  Clif- 
ford, at  Clifford,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  for  one 
year.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  however,  he  returned 
to  Clark  Brothers  and  remained  with  them  for  five 
years,  accepting  his  present  position  with  Loren  & 
Lane,  of  New  York  City,  in  July,  1897.  He  is  a 
popular  salesman  who  easily  wins  and  retains  the 


confidence  and  respect  of  his  employers  and  many 
patrons.  He  is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
best  families  of  Wayne  county,  and  has  a wide  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Politically  he  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  socially 
affiliates  with  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  of  New- 
foundland. 

At  Nicholson,  Penn.,  November  26,  1891,  Mr. 
Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie  M.  Hinkley,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  by  his  brother,  Rev.  H. 
A.  Smith.  They  now  have  two  children : Leah  B. 
and  Grace  A.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  Scott,  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn.,  in  July,  1875,  and  is  a daughter  of 
George  S.  and  Clara  C.  (Grosvenor)  Hinkley,  also 
natives  of  Scott.  They  now  reside,  however,  in 
Nicholson,  where  the  father  has  conducted  the 
Nicholson  Hotel  for  the  past  twelve  years.  He 
was  born  February  22,  1854,  his  wife  in  1856.  Their 
children  are  Minnie,  wife  of  our  subject;  and 
Morris,  Elmer  and  May,  all  at  home. 

THOMAS  F.  BRODERICK,  who  was  for 
several  years  railroad  engineer,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  leading  merchants  in  Hawley,  Wayne  county, 
was  born  at  Honesdale,  September  12,  1863.  His 
father,  Thomas  E.  Broderick,  a retired  farmer  of 
Hawley,  was  born  in  County  Galway,  Ireland,  No- 
vember 16,  1834,  a son  of  John  and  Mary  (Hogan) 
Broderick,  of  Galway,  where  the  latter  died  in  1841, 
aged  forty  years.  Six  years  later  John  Broderick 
came  to  America,  landing  at  Quebec,  Canada,  from 
there  went  to  Vermont,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  a year,  thence  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
and  after  living  several  years  in  Mt.  Pleasant  town- 
ship returned  to  Vermont  on  a visit  to  a brother  and 
his  daughter.  He  died  there  in  1871,  aged  eighty 
years,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  a Catholic 
cemetery  in  that  State. 

Thomas  E.  Broderick  (our  subject’s  father) was 
married  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  county,  March  23, 
1856,  by  Father  Shields,  to  Miss  Ann  O’Donneil, 
who  was  born  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  June  24, 
1835,  a daughter  of  Patrick  and  Margaret  (Kelly) 
O'Donnell,  of  that  county,  where  the  father  died  in 
1842.  Mrs.  O’Donnell  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1847,  and  after  spending  four  months  in  New 
York,  went  to  New  Orleans,  later  removed  to  Hones- 
dale, and  from  there  to  Pittston,  Penn.,  where  she 
died  in  1873,  aged  seventy-eight  vears.  Both  she 
and  her  husband  were  communicants  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church.  To  Thomas  E.  and  Ann  (O’Donnell) 
Broderick  were  born  the  following  children : Mary 
E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ; John,  a rail- 
road man  of  Hawley,  who  married  Sabina  Gallifer ; 
Margaret,  deceased  wife  of  Michael  Shelby,  a rail- 
road man  of  the  same  place:  Thomas  F.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch ; Mary,  wife  of  Luke  Richardson,  of 
Hawley;  Catherine,  a resident  of  Phillipsburg,  N. 
J. ; Anna,  at  home;  Michael  F.,  a telegraph  operator 
at  Yonkers,  N.  Y. ; Nellie  J.,  at  home;  and  James 
and  Charles  (both  deceased). 

During  his  childhood  our  subject  accompanied 
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his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Cherry  Ridge  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  upon  the  home  farm  he 
remained  until  eighteen  years  cf  age,  at  which  time 
he  began  braking  on  the  N.  Y.  L.  E.  & W.  R.  R., 
with  which  he  was  connected  for  two  years.  For  the 
following  twenty-six  months  he  was  employed  as 
fireman  on  the  E.  Y.  V.  R.  R.,  and  with  the  same 
road  served  as  engineer  for  three  years.  Ele  was 
then  with  the  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  for  two  years,  and  the 
N.  Y.  O.  & W.  R.  R.  for  four  years  and  a half,  after 
which  he  spent  eight  months  in  sight-seeing,  and 
traveled  over  the  country  watching  the  workings  of 
the  strikes  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  En- 
gineers. Returning  to  Hawley  in  1896,  he  has  since 
successfully  engaged  in  merchandising. 

Mr.  Broderick  was  married  in  Hawley,  October 
29,  1896,  to  Miss  Margaret  Nallan,  Rev.  Father 
Judge  officiating,  and  to  them  has  been  born  a daugh- 
ter, Margaret.  ' Mrs.  Broderick  was  born  in  Dun- 
more,  Penn.,  November  8,  1874,  a daughter  of  James 
and  Bridget  (Monahan)  Nallan,  natives  of  Coun- 
ty Mayo,  Ireland,  who  with  their  respective  parents 
came  to  America  when  very  voung.  They  met  and 
were  married  in  Hawley,  where  the  father  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  our  subject’s  present  stand. 
He  died  in  July,  1881,  aged  thirty-two  years,  his 
wife  on  September  8,  1895,  aged  fifty-seven  years. 
Both  were  earnest  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Their  children  were:  William,  of  whom  nothing  is 
now  known ; Patrick,  an  engineer  on  the  Erie  rail- 
road, residing  in  Hawley ; Margaret,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Mary,  wife  of  P.  J.  Tyge,  railroad  engineer 
of  Dunmore;  Michael,  a flagman  for  the  Erie  rail- 
road at  Hawley ; and  John,  who  resides  with  our 
subject  and  works  in  the  glass  factory.  The  mother 
of  these  children  conducted  the  store  after  her  hus- 
band’s death  until  she  too  passed  away.  Her  par- 
ents were  Michael  and  Mary  Monahan,  who  came 
from  Countv  Mayo,  Ireland,  at  an  early  day  and 
located  in  Hawley.  Mrs.  Broderick’s  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Patrick  and  Margaret  Nallan,  of  Coun- 
ty Mayo,  where  the  grandfather  died,  after  which  his 
wife  came  to  Hawley,  where  she  spent  her  remain- 
ing days. 

During  his  railroad  career  Mr.  Broderick  met 
with  many  narrow  escapes  from  death.  While  on 
the  Erie  railroad  he  had  his  right  leg  broken  on 
account  of  one  of  the  steps  of  the  car  breaking  off, 
and  while  firing  on  a fast  freight  at  Greenville  his 
train  ran  into  another  freight,  demolishing  both 
engines,  but  he  fortunately  escaped  without  a scratch 
and  the  trains  did  not  leave  the  track,  the  embanking 
at  that  place  being  160  feet  in  height.  While  making 
an  extra  trip  as  engineer  on  the  Ontario  & Western, 
with  a load  of  Havana  cigars  going  to  the  Canadian 
border,  the  train  was  wrecked  at  Oswego,  N.  Y., 
causing  a loss  of  $4,000,  but  Mr.  Broderick  was 
only  slightly  bruised.  At  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  while 
engineer  for  the  New  York  Central,  his  train  with 
thirty-five  car-loads  of  cattle  ran  into  a train  of 
grain,  throwing  both  into  the  river.  Mr.  Broderick 
jumped  in  time  to  save  himself,  but  his  fireman 


jumped  too  late,  just  as  the  trains  came  together, 
and  the  engine  turned  over  him  into  the  river. 
These  wrecks  were  through  no  fault  of  our  subject. 
During  the  World’s  Fair,  he  made  the  fastest  record 
on  the  N.  Y.  O.  & W.  R.  R.,  running  between  Nor- 
wich and  Oswego  with  nine  cars,  four  miles  of  the 
trip  being  made  at  the  rate  of  forty-six  seconds  per 
mile.  Although  the  train  was  sixty-six  minutes 
late  in  starting,  he  made  up  the  time  during  the 
one-hundred-mile  run.  He  was  a brave  and  efficient 
engineer,  but  has  now  retired  altogether  from  that 
work,  giving  his  whole  attention  to  the  management 
of  his  store.  Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the 
Catholic  Church ; fraternally  affiliates  with  the  A.  O. 
H.,  and  the  B.  L.  E. ; and  politically  is  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  influential  citizens  of  his  community,  and  is  now 
serving  as  supervisor  and  poor  master  of  Palmyra 
township,  Wayne  county. 

WILLIAM  H.  FRENCH,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  engineers  on  the  Erie  railroad,  has 
through  his  own  exertions  attained  an  honorable  po- 
sition and  marked  prestige  among  the  representative 
men  at  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  and  it  may  be  truly 
said  of  him  that  he  is  the  architect  of  his  own  for- 
tunes, and  he  has  certainlv  budded  wisely  and  well. 

Mr.  French  was  born  in  Axminster,  England, 
April  24,  1849,  a son  William  H.  and  Sarah  E. 
(Board)  French,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that 
country,  the  former  dying  in  1858,  the  latter  in  1849 
during  the  infancy  of  our  subject.  He  was  taken  to 
the  home  of  an  uncle,  James  French,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  he  reached  the  age  of  ten  and  a 
half  years,  and  then  bound  himself  out  to  John  P. 
Parsons,  a wheel- wright  and  builder,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  seven  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  came  to  America  in  search  of  work,  and  after 
stopping  for  a short  time  in  Philadelphia  went  to 
Pittsburg,  Penn.  When  his  funds  were  almost  ex- 
hausted nc  was  taken  ill,  and  for  three  months  was 
unable  to  do  anything,  during  which  time  a new 
acquaintance  relieved  him  of  all  his  earthly  posses- 
sions. On  his  recovery  he  went  to  Port  Jervis,  N. 
Y.,  and  secured  work  with  the  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  as 
a cabinet  maker,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  four 
years,  subsequently  he  was  fireman  on  the  road  for 
eight  years,  and  was  then  promoted  to  the  position  of 
engineer,  which  he  has  since  acceptably  filled,  hav- 
ing never  had  a wreck.  He  is  an  honored  member  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Port  Jervis; 
is  a Democrat  in  politics  and  in  1897  was  elected 
school  director,  now  serving  as  treasurer  of  the 
board.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a Methodist,  and  he 
is  both  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
community  in  which  he  makes  his  home. 

At  Minisink,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  French  was  married, 
October  24,  1874,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Lindley,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  five  children,  name- 
ly: Ralph  W.,  who  is  now  attending  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania;  Stanley,  at  home;  Florence  E., 
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who  died  in  July,  1891 ; Harvey,  who  died  in  1888 ; 
and  Willard,  at  home. 

Mrs.  French  was  born  in  Paulina,  N.  J.,  and  is 
a daughter  of  Dennis  and  Elizabeth  (Anderson) 
Lindley,  who  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  died  in 
Orange  county,  that  State,  the  former  in  February, 
1896,  aged  seventv-nine  years,  the  latter  in  February, 
1895,  aged  seventy-three,  the  remains  of  both  being 
interred  in  Laurel  Grove  cemetery.  The  father  was 
a carpenter  and  builder  by  occupation,  and  as  a 
Democrat  he  took  quite  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  political  affairs.  His  children  were:  James 
H.,  a railroad  engineer  of  Goshen,  N.  Y. ; Nancy 
A.,  wife  of  James  Barts,  a mechanic  by  trade;  Mary, 
wife  of  Henry  Coykendall,  a farmer  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y. ; Sarah  E.,  wife  of  our  subject;  J. 
Stephen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ; 
Emma,  wife  of  William  L.  Boyton,  a railroad  en- 
gineer of  Dutchess  county.  N.  Y. ; Ida,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years ; and  George  and  Eugene, 
who  both  died  when  young.  Mrs.  French’s  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  John  Lindley,  was  of  French 
extraction,  while  her  maternal  grandparents,  Amos 

and (Silverthorn)  Anderson,  were  natives  of 

Holland,  and  came  to  America  at  an  early  day,  their 
deaths  occurring  in  Sunbury,  N.  Y.  The  name  An- 
derson was  changed  from  Van  Abbadah.  By  his 
first  marriage  Amos  Anderson  had  four  children: 
Elizabeth,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  French;  Cornelia; 
Mary  A. ; and  Nancy ; and  by  his  second  union  he 
had  two  sons,  Robert  and  George. 

GEORGE  PLACE,  now  living  retired,  has 
been  a resident  of  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  for  thirty  years,  and  carried  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits  on  the  farm  which  he  still  occupies, 
becoming  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the 
section. 

William  Place,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Middle  Smithfield  township  , Monroe  county, 
son  of  Joseph  Place,  a native  of  Connecticut.  He 
married  Lena  Myers,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
children  as  follows : Betsey,  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  Stemples,  of  Wyoming  county, 
Penn. ; Mary,  deceased,  wife  of  Peter  Butts,  of 
Wyoming  county;  Eleanor,  deceased,  who  married 
and  lived  in  Wyoming  county;  George,  subject  of 
these  lines ; Sarah,  wife  of  David  Dewitt,  of  Brad- 
ford county,  Penn. ; John,  a farmer  of  Middle  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county ; Charles,  living  on 
the  old  home  farm  in  Wyoming  county;  Plannah, 
widow  of  Dorey  Evans,  of  Mehoopany,  Penn. ; 
Baker,  deceased,  who  was  a farmer  of  Wyoming 
county ; and  William,  of  Mehoopany,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming.  The  parents  both  died  in  Wyoming 
county,  where  they  lived  for  about  twenty  years. 
Mr.  Place  followed  milling  for  several  years,  but  his 
principal  business  was  farming,  in  which  he  was 
unusually  successful,  at  the  time  of  his  death  own- 
ing 260  acres,  nearly  all  improved  land.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  political  faith.  Mrs.  Place  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


George  Place  was  born  September  27,  1814, 
in  Middlesmithfield  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  grew  up,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  came  to  Wyoming  county,  where  he  bought  106 
acres  of  land  soon  after  reaching  his  majority.  He 
cleared  up  a farm  and  continued  to  cultivate  the 
same,  living  on  this  place  for  seven  years  and  later 
working  other  land  in  Wyoming  county.  On  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1869,  he  bought  a tract  of  no  acres  of 
improved  land  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  the  place  on  which  he  has  since  had  his  home, 
and  he  has  made  various  changes  which  have  en- 
hanced the  value  of  the  farm  since  it  came  into  his 
possession.  Mr.  Place  has  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing, In  which  he  has  been  very  successful,  and  be- 
fore coming  to  Susquehanna  county  he  also  carried 
on  lumbering  in  connection.  He  is  now  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  his  early  industry,  living  a quiet  and 
peaceful  life  in  the  community  of  which  he  has  so 
long  been  a respected  resident,  honored  and  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  him  for  his  upright  and  diligent 
life.  He  has  never  been  especially  active  in  public 
affairs,  though  he  takes  a deep  interest  in  the  general 
welfare  of  his  town  and  county,  and  he  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  election  board.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  Democratic  party.  Mr. 
Place  has  been  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  for 
thirty-one  years  and  has  served  faithfully  as  class- 
leader  and"  steward,  taking  a hearty  interest  in 
Church  affairs. 

Mr.  Place  was  married  (first)  to  Miss  Polly 
Jayne,  a native  of  Wyoming  county,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Polly  (Berry)  Jayne,  and 
three  children  were  born  to  this  union,  viz. : Mary 
Jayne,  wife  of  Daniel  Trimble,  of  Auburn  township; 
Emeline,  deceased,  who  married  Peter  Ace,  of  Au- 
burn township ; and  Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years.  The  mother  passed  away,  and  for 
his  second  wife  our  subject  wedded  Miss  Elizabeth 
Luce,  daughter  of  Abram  and  Amanda  (Bunnell) 
Luce.  Six  children  came  to  this  marriage  : Ann,  wife 
■of  Edgar  Van  Hall,  of  Bradford  county,  Penn. ; 
Amanda,  wife  of  Samuel  McClain,  of  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Penn. ; Harrison,  who  lives  in  Auburn  township ; 
Margaret,  wife  of  Albert  Jennings,  of  Saline  coun- 
ty, Ivans. ; Theodore,  of  Auburn  township ; and 
Frank,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  For  his 
third  wife  Mr.  Place  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Risley, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Newton)  Risley. 
She  died  in  September,  1898,  aged  sixty-two  years, 
leaving  one  child,  Lindley,  who  is  a farmer  and 
lives  with  his  father  in  Auburn  township. 

H.  D.  TARBOX,  a representative  and  highly 
respected  citizen  of  Scott  township,  has  from  pio- 
neer days  been  identified  with  the  lumber  and  agri- 
cultural interests  of  Wayne  county.  The  difference 
between  the  past  and  the  present  can  scarcely  be  real- 
ized, even  by  those  who  have  been  active  partici- 
pants in  the  development  of  the  county.  The  pres- 
ent generation  can  have  no  conception  of  what  was 
required  by  the  early  settlers  in  transforming  the 
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wilderness  into  the  well-settled  and  highly  cultivated 
county. 

Mr.  Tarbox  was  born  in  November,  1825,  in 
New  York  State,  a son  of  Whipple  and  Permelia 
(West)  Tarbox.  The  father  was  a native  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  a son  of  Stephen  Tarbox,  a representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  that  State. 
The  grandfather  was  a soldier  under  General 
Washington  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  After 
his  marriage  Whipple  Tarbox  located  in  Ot- 
sego county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  continued  to  live  until 
1812,  when  he  removed  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.  I11  1824  he  came  to  Wayne  county,  and  with 
his  wife  and  three  children  located  in  Scott  township, 
where  he  purchased  150  acres  of  wild  land._  He 
cleared  a portion  of  this  tract,  erected  a good  frame 
dwelling  and  barn  and  made  many  other  valuable 
improvements  upon  the  place,  making  it  his  home 
until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  March,  1844.  His 
wife  died  in  1876. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  five 
children : ( 1 ) Mary,  born  in  Susquehanna  county, 
in  1812,  married  Lee  Sparks,  of  that  coun- 
ty, and  both  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Jonas  and  Dennis.  (2)  Lois,  born  in  Susque- 
hanna county,  in  August,  1814,  married  John  F. 
Smith,  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  and  now 
resides  with  her  sons  in  that  township.  (3)  Han- 
nah, also  a native  of  Susquehanna  county,  mar- 
ried Lewis  Smith,  of  Scott  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, and  died  in  1895,  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  leav- 
ing a family.  (4)  H.  D.  is  next  in  order  of  birth. 
(5)  William  W.,  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Wayne  county,  in  1827,  now  lives  on  a farm  adjoin- 
ing that  place.  He  married  Betsy  A.  Howell,  of 
Susquehanna  county,  and  has  three  children,  Girard, 
Zelaca.  and  Edwin. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  upon  the  farm  in  Scott  township,  where  he 
still  continues  to  reside,  and  in  the  local  schools  he 
acquired  his  education.  Throughout  his  business  ca- 
reer he  has  principally  engaged  in  lumbering,  dairy- 
ing and  general  farming,  and  his  efforts  have  been 
crowned  with  prosperity. 

Mr.  Tarbox  was  married,  in  1853,  to  Miss  Mor- 
rilla  A.  Hine,  of  Susquehanna  county,  a daughter 
of  Miles  and  Esther  Hine,  natives  of  Connecticut, 
and  well-to-do  farming  people.  Eight  children 
grace  this  union:  (1)  Frank,  born  in  1854,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Scott  township,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  in  that  township.  Fie  mar- 
ried Adelaide  Meliss,  of  Wayne  county,  and  has 
ten  children.  (2)  Charles,  born  in  1856,  married 
Lena  Roberts,  of  Scott  township,  where  he  died 
leaving  a widow  and  three  children.  (3)  Willis,  born 
in  1858,  married  Adaline  Roberts,  of  Scott  township, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  that  township.  He 
has  two  children,  Rena  and  Arthur.  (4)  Emily,  born 
in  i860,  is  the  wife  of  Willard  Travis,  of  Elmira,  N. 
Y.,  and  has  five  children.  (5)  Lewis,  born  in  1862, 
married  Miss  Conrow,  of  Sherman,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, who  died  in  1892,  leaving  one  child,  Lillian.  (6) 


Oscar  H.,  born  in  1865,  married  Gertrude  Termliger, 
of  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  and  they  live  with  his  father. 
They  have  one  daughter.  (7)  George,  born  in 
1867,  married  Gule  Roberts,  of  Scott  township, 
where  they  now  reside.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren, Sadie,  and  one  whose  name  is  not  given. 
(8)  Commodore,  born  in  1869,  married  Ber- 
tha Howell,  of  Wayne  county,  by  whom  he  has  one 
child,  Leslie,  and  they  live  on  the  old  homestead 
with  his  father. 

Politically  Mr.  Tarbox  is  a Jacksonian  Demo- 
crat, has  taken  a very  active  and  prominent  part  in 
local  politics,  and  has  capably  filled  all  of  the  town- 
ship offices.  Religiously,  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  they  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
them  for  their  many  excellencies  of  character. 

ABRAM  NEVILLE.  For  many  years  this 
gentleman  was  actively  identified  with  the  agricult- 
ural interests  of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county, 
but  is  now  living  retired  upon  the  old  Neville  home- 
stead where  almost  his  entire  life  has  been  passed. 
He  was  born  in  Ireland,  September  7,  1839,  a son  of 
Joshua  and  Mary  Ann  (Cross)  Neville,  who  were 
natives  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland.  On  coming  to 
America  in  1847,  the  family  located  in  Sterling  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  where  the  father  purchased  114 
acres,  and  in  connection  with  its  cultivation  and  de- 
velopment he  also  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
meeting  with  a well  deserved  success  in  his  under- 
takings. He  died  February  23,  1877,  aged  eighty 
years,  his  wife  November  22,  1886,  aged  eighty-sev- 
en, and  they  now  sleep  side  by  side  in  Zion  ceme- 
tery, Sterling  township.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows : Mary  A.,  who  died  in  Ireland ; Margaret,  who 
married  James  Thompson  and  died  in  Ireland;  Will- 
iam, who  died  in  the  same  country;  Edward,  now  a 
farmer  of  Colorado;  James  and  Joshua,  both  agri- 
culturists of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county; 
Thomas,  who  was  killed  by  a falling  tree;  Abram, 
of  this  sketch;  and  John,  a farmer  and  carpenter 
of  Kansas. 

Abram  Neville  was  about  eight  years  old  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigration  to 
the  United  States,  and  since  then  his  life  has  been 
passed  on  the  farm  in  Sterling  township  where  he 
now  makes  his  home.-  He  was  a thorough  and  skill- 
ful farmer,  anti  due  success  was  not  denied  him  in  his 
chosen  calling,  so  that  he  is  now  able  to  lay  aside 
the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  business  life  and 
spend  his  last  years  in  ease  and  quiet.  He  is  an 
ardent  Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  cared 
for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office. 

At  Moscow,  Penn.,  September  11,  1873,  Mr. 
Neville  was  married,  by  Rev.  Lacock,  an  Episcopal 
clergyman,  to  Miss  Harriet  R.  Bortree,  and  to  them 
has  been  born  a son,  Floyd  A.,  still  at  home.  Mrs. 
Neville  was  born  in  Sterling  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, October  1,  1840,  and  is  a daughter  of  John  H. 
and  Eliza  (Simons)  Bortree,  natives  of  Philadelphia 
and  Wayne  county,  respectively.  Eliza  (Simons) 
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Bortree  was  a daughter  of  Richard  Simons,  who 
came  from  Tyrone,  Ireland,  about  1806.  A year  or 
two  later  he  bought  land  in  Greene  township,  but  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia  where  he  worked  at  nail  mak- 
ing. In  1819  he  brought  his  family  to  his  place  in 
Greene  township,  remaining  there  seven  years,  then 
removing  to  the  farm  just  south  of  Zion  Church, 
where  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Their  children  were  Eliza,  John,  Annette, 
Lewis,  George  W.,  Frances,  Catherine,  Richard, 
William  and  Mary. 

John  H.  Bortree  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Ann 
(Hazelton)  Bortree,  who'  were  born,  reared  and 
married  on  the  Emerald  Isle,  whence  they  came  to 
America  in  1808,  taking  up  their  residence  in  Ster- 
ling township,  Wayne  county,  where  the  former 
followed  farming  and  shoemaking.  He  died  in 
1867,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years,  and  his  wife 
in  1878,  at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-nine 
years  and  eleven  months.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  William,  born  July  14,  1804,  married  Maria 
Hollister ; Simon,  born  April  4,  1806,  married  Ra- 
chel Cross  ; Rebecca,  born  August  7,  1808,  married 
A.  S.  Howe;  Susannah,  born  May  2,  1811,  married 
John  R.  Gilpin;  Dawson,  born  April  25,  1813,  mar- 
ried Almira  Gorman,  of  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county;  John  H.,  born  August  31,  1815,  is  the  fa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Neville;  Allen,  born  December  25, 
1818,  first  married  Frances  Cross  and  after  her  death 
wedded  Jane  Stevens;  Mary  A.,  born  October  3, 
1820,  married  John  Gilpin  ; Elizabeth,  born  April 
10,  1823,  was  the  second  wife  of  John  Gilpin,  men- 
tioned above;  and  Alonzo  H.,  born  August  27, 
1825,  married  Harriet  Lee. 

CYRUS  HOYLE,  who  lives  two  miles  west  of 
Honesdale,  in  Texas  township,  Wayne  county,  has 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal 
Co.,  at  that  point  for  fifty-three  years.  With  the 
exception  of  his  first  few  years  his  entire  life  has 
been  spent  here,  and  he  is  one  of  the  respected  resi- 
dents of  this  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Hoyle  is  a native  of  Cornwall,  England, 
born  in  1830,  and  his  parents,  Arthur  and  Margaret 
(Hicks)  Hoyle,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
that  county.  In  1832  the  father  came  to  America, 
soon  afterward  settling  in  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
and  the  following  year  he  sent  for  his  family,  who 
embarked  from  England  in  the  sailing  vessel  “May- 
flower,” which  landed  them  in  Quebec,  Canada. 
Thence  they  came  by  canal  to  Honesdale,  where  they 
afterward  had  their  home,  Mr.  Hoyle  dying  here  in 
1888,  his  wife  preceding  him  to  the  grave  in  1886. 
About  the  time  the  Delaware  & Hudson  canal  was 
first  built  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  company 
for  some  time  running  lime  boats  on  different  sec- 
tions, and  later  working  as  engineer,  and  he  con- 
tinued in  their  service  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
His  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  namely: 
( 1 ) William,  born  in  England,  grew  to  manhood 
in  Wayne  county,  and  like  the  rest  of  the  family 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  For 


over  fifty  years  he  followed  railroading  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co.,  and  he  is  now 
living  retired  in  Prompton,  Wayne  county.  His 
first  wife  was  Elizabeth  Smith,  of  Wayne  county, 
who  died  in  1853,  leaving  one  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
now  Mrs.  Albert  Steels,  of  Carbondale.  His  sec- 
ond wife  was  Melissa  Hutchon,  of  this  county,  by 
whom  he  has  had  five  children — Samuel,  Robert 
(both  living)  and  Mary,  William,  and  Grace  (who 
died  young.  (2)  John  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, married  Miss  Annie  Lee,  of  Wayne  county,  and 
resided  in  Seelyville,  where  he  died.  He  left  a wife 
and  three  children — William,  Maggie  and  Arthur, 
who  died  some  years  ago.  (3)  Richard  was  born  in 
England,  was  reared  in  Honesdale,  and  was  killed 
oh  the  railroad  in  early  manhood.  (4)  Cyrus  is 
our  subject.  (5)  Henry,  born  in  Honesdale,  was  a 
railroad  man  all  his  life.  He  died  unmarried  at  the 
age  of  forty.  (6)  Millicent,  born  in  Honesdale, 
became  the  wife  cf  Thomas  Potter,  of  that  place, 
where  they  have  continued  to  reside.  They  have 
four  children — Owen  Potter,  Emma,  William  and 
one  whose  name  is  not  given.  (7)  Emeline,  born 
in  Honesdale,  married  William  Goodman,  of  the 
same  place,  and  died  some  thirty  years  ago,  leaving 
two  children — Edmund,  who  lives  in  Scranton, 
Penn.,  and  Emeline,  Mrs.  William  Brown,  of  Hones- 
dale. The  parents  of  this  family  were  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

Cyrus  Hoyle  received  a good  common-school 
education  in  Honesdale,  and  was  but  fifteen  years  of 
age  when  he  commenced  work  for  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Canal  Co.,  at  first  in  the  capacity  of  con- 
ductor on  the  Gravity  road.  He  is  now  stationary 
engineer  on  this  road,  on  which  he  has  been  em- 
ployed continuously  for  fifty-three  years,  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  he  has  given  entire  satisfaction 
in  his  long  career  of  service  with  one  company. 
Steady  habits  and  faithful  attention  to  duty  have 
marked  him  as  one  of  the  reliable  men  of  the  road, 
and  he  is  justly  respected  for  the  industrious  and 
useful  life  which  he  has  led.  In  1854  he  married 
Miss  Julia  Hudson,  a daughter  of  Oscar  and  Mar- 
garet Hudson,  who  were  well-known  citizens  of 
Waymart,  Wayne  county,  and  the  young  couple 
passed  the  first  year  or  two  of  married  life  in  that 
town,  after  which  they  settled  on  the  propertv  which 
has  since  been  their  home,  and  whicn  is  situated  two 
miles  west  of  Honesdale,  on  the  Gravity  road.  Mr. 
Hoyle  also  purchased  real  estate  near  the  town 
of  Seelyville,  which  he  still  owns.  Nine  children 
came  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyle,  six  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, viz. : Hattie,  Silas  and  Emma  died  in  childhood. 
Edith,  born  at  Waymart,  became  the  wife  of  Albert 
Simons,  of  Wayne  county,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
business  in  Coquette,  Minn.,  where  they  reside; 
they  have  two  sons — Albert  and  one  whose  name  is 
not  given.  Vera,  born  in  Honesdale,  married  Chaun- 
cey  F.  Walters,  of  Wayne  county,  and  they  live  in 
Prompton  with  their  family  of  four  children — Pearl, 
Edmondson,  Effel  and  Julia.  Carrie,  Mrs.  Lewis 
Walters,  of  Carbondale,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn., 
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has  two  children — Eva  and  one  whose  name  is  not 
given.  Horace  is  fireman  on  a stationary  engine 
and  resides  near  his  parents ; he  married  a lady  of 
Bethany,  Wayne  county,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren— Mabel,  Harry  and  Clarence.  Ambrose  is 
also  a railroad  man,  living  in  Boston ; he  is  unmar- 
ried. R.  Wellington  is  brakeman  on  a railroad  in 
New  York  State.  Our  subject  is  a Republican  in 
his  political  views.  In  his  religious  connection  he 
supports  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  his  wife 
is  a faithful  member,  and  though  not  particularly 
active  in  outside  affairs  he  is  loyal  and  public- 
spirited  in  advancing  every  interest  of  his  town, 
where  he  is  regarded  as  a good,  reliable  citizen  in  the 
fullest  sense  of  the  term. 

L.  D.  PRENTICE.  The  natural  advantages 
of  this  section  attracted  at  an  early  day  a superior 
class  of  settlers,  thrifty,  industrious,  progressive, 
and  law-abiding,  whose  influence  gave  permanent 
direction  to  the  development  of  the  locality.  Among 
those  worthy  pioneers  of  Scott  township,  Wayne 
county,  the  Prentice  family  hold  a prominent  place. 

Upon  the  farm  where  he  still  lives  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  December  26,  1841,  a son  of 
Asher  and  Polly  (Terry)  Prentice,  the  former  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut  (born  in  1799),  the  latter  in 
Massachusetts.  At  Long  Meadow,  in  the  latter 
State,  they  were  married,  and  soon  afterward  mi- 
grated to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  locating  in  Scott 
township,  a mile  and  a half  from  the  New  York 
State  line,  near  the  Delaware  river,  where  the  father 
purchased  100  acres  of  government  land.  He  built 
a log  house  and  barn  and  made  other  improvements 
upon  the  place,  and  in  connection  with  its  cultiva- 
tion he  engaged  in  lumbering  on  the  Delaware  river. 
He  died  there  in  1865,  his  wife  in  November,  1878, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Eight  children  constituted  their  family,  and  all 
were  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Scott  township : 
(1)  Cyrus,  born  in  1823,  married  Lydia  Lee,  who 
bore  him  four  children,  Jennie,  Lewis,  George  and 
Emma.  He  died  in  February,  1892.  (2)  Sally  W., 

born  in  1825,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Lee,  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Penn.  (3)  William  E.,  born  in 
October,  1827,  married  Eunice  Walker,  of  Balds 
Eddy,  Wayne  county,  and  has  a large  family.  They 
now  live  in  Susquehanna  county.  (4)  Mary  L., 
born  in  1830,  married  George  P.  Dow,  of  Preston 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  died  in  1864,  leaving 
a large  family.  (5)  Jane  A.,  born  in  June,  1833, 
married  LI.  Squires,  of  Georgetown,  N.  Y.,  and  after 
his  death  wedded  John  Hand,  of  Melrose,  Wayne 
county,  where  she  now  lives.  She  has  a family.  (6) 
Ethan  S.,  born  in  September,  1837,  died  at  the  age 
of  four  years.  (7)  L.D.is  next  in  order  of  birth.  (8) 
Joseph  G.,  born  in  May,  1844,  married  Phoebe  Way- 
mond,  of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county,  who 
died  leaving  two  children,  and  he  later  wedded  Betsy 
Stemrod.  They  make  their  home  in  Scott  township, 
W ayne  county. 

On  the  old  homestead  L.  D.  Prentice  was  reared 


like  most  boys  of  his  day,  assisting  in  the  arduous 
tasks  of  clearing  and  developing  tne  farm,  and  at- 
tending public  schools  when  his  services  were  not 
needed  at  home.  The  lumber  industry  has  claimed 
much  of  his  attention,  and  as  a steersman  he  has 
taken  rafts  of  both  logs  and  sawed  lumber  down  the 
Delaware  river  to  the  Trenton  markets,  making  175 
trips  in  all,  and  as  many  of  four  trips  some  seasons. 
He  has  always  lived  upon  the  old  home  farm,  to 
which  he  added  120  acres  after  his  father's  death, 
and  has  cleared  a large  portion  of  the  land.  In 
1861  he  built  a fine  residence  which  lie  still  uses, 
and  since  then  has  built  another  house  upon  the 
place,  it  being  occupied  by  his  son,  George  A. 

Mr.  Prentice  was  married  January  31,  1861,  to 
Miss  Mary  L.  Gordon,  who  was  born  in  Clifford, 
Penn.,  in  1846,  a daughter  of  Russel  and  Permeha 
(Lee)  Gordon,  of  Scott  township.  Her  parents  are 
now  deceased,  the  father  dying  at  the  home  of  our 
subject  in  1885.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prentice  have 
been  born  children  as  follows:  (1)  George  A.,  born 
in  April,  1862,  lives  on  a part  of  his  father’s  farm. 
He  married  Annie  Gillan,  of  Deposit,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
two  children,  George  E.  and  Edna  M.  (2)  Horace 
B.,  born  February  21,  1866,  died  in  childhood.  (3) 
Erwin  D.,  born  September  14,  1867,  is  now  located 
in  Orange,  Penn.,  where  he  is  now  serving  as  pastor 
of  the  Free  Methodist  Church.  He  married  Lottie 
Sutton,  of  Vernon,  Penn.,  and  has  one  son,  Harry. 
(4)  Mary  L.,  born  November  12,  1869,  is  the  wife 
of  Abijah  Green,  of  Trout  Creek,  N.  Y.,  and' has 
one  daughter, Mattie.  (5)  Eugene, born  in  February, 
1873, is  now  a barber  at  Deposit,  N.  Y.  (6)  Frederick 
O.,  born  February  10,  1878,  is  at  home.  (7)  Nel- 
lie M.,  born  March  6,  1881,  died  March  10,  1889. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Prentice  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  as 
supervisor  of  his  township  three  years,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  election.  In  his  life  work 
he  has  achieved  success  through  his  own  exertions 
and  the  assistance  of  his  estimable  wife,  so  that  lie 
is  now  numbered  among  the  prosperous  and  substan- 
tial citizens.  No  man  in  Scott  township  is  more 
honored  or  highly  respected. 

JAMES  MATTHEWS.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  busi- 
ness men  of  Cresco,  Monroe  county.  He  is  the 
owner  and  proprietor  of  the  “Cresco  Hotel,”  and 
since  he  has  taken  charge  of  it,  a few  years  ago,  he 
has  made  many  improvements  in  it. 

Mr.  Matthews  is  a native  of  England,  born 
in  Cornwall  May  20,  1839,  Lie  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Nicholas)  Matthews,  who  were  natives  and  life- 
long residents  of  Cornwall.  John  Matthews  was  a 
miner  and  died  in  1838.  His  widow  survived  until 
1891.  They  reared  five  children  namely:  (1)  Mary 
A.,  born  in  1837.  married  William  Hoper,  by  whom 
she  had  four  children — Mary,  Emma,  Jane  and  Will- 
iam. The  mother  after  the  death  of  her  husband 
came  to  America,  married  Richard  Powell,  a na- 
tive of  Wales,  and  now  both  are  residents  of  Morris 
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county,  N.  J.  (2)  James  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  (3)  John,  born  in  1842,  is  married  and  re- 
sides in  Cornwall,  England.  Some  of  his  children 
came  to  America.  (4)  Honor,  born  in  1845,  is  tl~ie 
wife  of  Jacob  Allen,  of  Cornwall,  England.  Mem- 
bers of  the  family  reside  in  Australia,  and  one  son, 
William,  came  to  this  country  and  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Colorado.  (5)  Henry,  born  in  1848,  re- 
mained with  his  mother  in  England  until  1870,  then 
came  to  America.  For  a year  he  worked  in  the 
iron  mines  of  New  Jersey,  then  removed  to'  Colorado, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  mining  for  a few  years, 
and  also  in  the  saloon  and  butchering  business. 
Subsequently  he  returned  to  Cornwall,  England, 
and  married  Miss  Johanna  Ellis.  They  came  to 
Colorado,  and  after  amassing  considerable  property 
recrossed  the  ocean  and  now  live  with  their  family 
in  their  native  town. 

James  Matthews,  our  subject,  when  a boy 
worked  in  the  china  clay  mines  until  eighteen  years 
of  age,  then  commenced  work  in  the  tin  mines  of 
Cornwall.  In  1864  he  came  to  this  country,  and 
became  employed  in  the  Hiberian  Iron  mines  of 
Morris  county,  N.  J.,  remaining  six  years.  He 
was  then  for  some  years  engaged  in  the  saloon 
business.  In  1875  he  became  proprietor  of  a hotel 
at  Port  Oram,  N.  J.,  continuing  in  charge  for  fifteen 
years.  Selling  out  in  1890,  Mr.  Matthews,  in  April, 
1891,  came  to  Barrett  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn., 
and  purchased  the  “John  Yetters  hotel”  at  Cresco. 
He  has  been  its  proprietor  ever  since  and  by  many 
improvements  and  his  happy  and  energetic  manner 
as  a host  he  has  made  it  one  of  the  famed  and 
popular  hostelries  of  Monroe  county. 

In  1865,  Mr.  Matthews  was  married,  in  Morris 
county,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ellis,  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  Ellis,  natives  of  England. 
xA.fter  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ellis 
came  to  America,  thence  to  the  New  Jersey  home  of 
her  son  John,  who  had  migrated  thither  some  years 
earlier.  The  children  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Ellis  were  William,  John,  Elizabeth,  and  Peter.  Of 
these  children  William  Ellis  came  to  America  and 
to  Tennessee  before  the  Civil  war  and  in  that  war 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  Confederate  army.  After 
the  war  lie  worked  in  the  mines  in  Alabama  until 
his  death.  He  left  one  son,  William,  who  is  now 
a resident  of  Alabama.  John  Ellis  moved  from  his 
New  Jersey  home  to  Colorado  where  he  died.  Peter 
Ellis,  the  youngest  child,  died  in  New  Jersey  leav- 
ing Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  the  only  sur- 
viving child,  and  with  her  the  mother  lived  until  her 
death. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  come  two  children  : 
Peter  E.  and  Henry.  Peter  E.  was  born  in  1865,  in 
New  Jersey,  and  when  a boy  through  scarlet  fever 
he  was  deprived  of  speech  and  hearing.  He  was 
educated  in  the  mute  schools  of  New  York  and  of 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  receiving  a fine  edcuation  in  the 
mute  language.  He  is  unmarried  and  resides  with 
his  parents.  Henry,  the  second  son,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey  in  1873  and  was  educated  in  the  schools 


of  New  Jersey.  He  married  Miss  Bessie  Williams, 
of  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  daughter  of  Joseph  R.  Will- 
iams, a native  of  England.  To  Henry  Matthews 
and  his  wife  one  child,  Henrietta,  has  been  born. 
The  youngest  son  of  our  subject  has  always  re- 
mained with  his  father,  assisting  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  hotel. 

In  politics  James  Matthews  is  a Republican. 
He  was  reared  under  the  influence  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church  and  his  family  attended  the  services  of 
that  denomination.  He  is  a member  of  the  Ran- 
dolph (N.  J.),  Lodge  of  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  En- 
campment Lodge,  of  Dover,  N.  J.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  lodge  of  Red  Men  at  Port  Oram, 
N.  J.  He  is  popular  with  the  traveling  public,  and 
is  highly  esteemed  by  his  friends  and  neighbors. 

CHARLES  S.  SAMPSON,  a leading  resident 
of  Matamoras,  Pike  county,  is  a representative  of 
one  of  the  old  and  highly  esteemed  families  of  this 
section  of  the  State. 

Henry  Sampson, grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  England,  February  23,  1767,  and  was 
probably  married  there  to  Sarah  Whitaker,  whose 
birth  occurred  April  26,  1768.  Soon  after  their 
marriage  they  emigrated  to  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
locating  at  Starrucca,  where  he  engaged  extensively 
in  lumbering.  In  their  family  were  twelve  children 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : 
Elizabeth,  December  6,  1787;  Squire,  September  6, 
1789;  John  Northrope,  our  subject’s  father,  Septem- 
ber 8,  1791  ; Rachel,  September  3,  1793  ; Stephen  W., 
October  13,  1795;  Henry,  January  8,  1798;  Ben- 
jamin W.,  July  1,  1800  ; Hapadver,  August  26,  1802  ; 
Mary,  September  2,  1804;  William,  September  14, 
1807;  Sarah,  February  4,  1810;  and  Margaret,  June 
22,  1813.  All  of  the  children  remained  in  Starrucca 
until  they  reached  years  of  maturity,  but  later,  with 
the  exception  of  one  or  two  all  went  west,  locating  in 
Michigan,  Illinois  and  Iowa.  Squire  remained  in 
Pennsylvania,  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the 
Lehigh  canal,  and  for  many  years  served  as  over- 
seer of  the  same. 

John  N.  Sampson,  our  subject’s  father,  engaged 
in  lumbering  in  Wayne  county  for  many  years,  and 
after  his  removal  to'  Susquehanna  in  1845  continued 
to  follow  the  same  occupation  for  twelve  years,  lay- 
ing aside  all  business  cares  at  the  end  of  that  time. 
He  was  killed  on  the  Erie  railroad  in  April,  1865, 
and  lfis  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rachel 
Seward,  died  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 
The  children  born  of  this  worthy  couple  were  as 
follows:  Permelia  (deceased)  married  Seymour 

Seeley,  and  resided  at  Walden,  Delaware  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  where  they  reared  a large  family:  Nelson,  a re- 
tired lumberman  residing  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
married  (first)  Pauline  Williams,  and  (second) 
Prudy  Kingsbury;  Rensselaer  (deceased),  who  was 
a millwright  and  carpenter  by  trade,  and  built  the 
first  tannery  at  Starrucca,  Wayne  county,  making  his 
home  at  that  place ; George  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years;  Charles  S.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the 
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order  of  birth;  James  (deceased)  was  for  many 
years  chief  operator  on  the  Erie  railroad ; Sally  is 
the  wife  of  Justine  Squires,  a retired  farmer  and 
lumberman  of  Hancock,  N.  Y. ; Clarissa  is  the  wife 
of  Silas  E.  Dickenson,  a farmer  living  near  Hill 
City,  N.  Y. ; and  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Cresson,  of  Hancock,  New  York. 

Charles  S.  Sampson  was  born  at  Starrucca, 
Wayne  county,  and  when  a child  was  brought  by 
his  parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  When 
only  eleven  years  old  he  was  obliged  to  provide  for 
his  own  maintenance,  which  he  did  by  assisting  the 
farmers  in  light  work,  and  in  return  he  received  his 
board  and  clothes.  In  the  fall  of  1858  he  secured 
employed  on  the  Erie  railroad,  fist  as  a laborer 
later  as  a brakeman,  and  by  attending  strictly  to 
business  he  was  in  due  time  promoted.  In  1865  he 
became  engineer,  and  still  remains  with  the  road  in 
that  capacity,  having  been  in  the  company’s  employ 
continuously  for  the  past  forty  years,  his  service 
giving  the  utmost  satiafaction.  He  is  an  honored 
member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engin- 
eers, and  is  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party. 

At  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Sampson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Abbie,  daughter  of  Alec  and 
Julia  (Chaffey)  Simpson.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  January  9,  1814,  and  died 
November  13,  18 — ; the  mother  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, September  11,  1816,  and  died  in  September, 
1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sampson  have  seven  children, 
namely:  Charles,  born  in  1863,  is  a resident  of 
Middletown,  N.  J.,  where  he  married  Margaret 
Walling;  George,  born  in  1864,  is  an  employe  of  the 
Erie  Railroad  Co. ; Edward,  born  in  1865,  married 
Mamie  McGreal,  and  resides  in  Paterson,  N.  J. ; 
Emma,  born  October  2,  1876,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Cook,  of  Matamoras,  Penn. ; S.  Van  Etten,  born 
January  29,  1879,  is  employed  by  the  Erie  Co.,  at 
Middletown,  N.  J. ; and  Nellie,  born  July  18,  1883, 
and  Jennie,  born  February  26,  1885,  are  at  home. 

HENRY  COX  (deceased)  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  honored  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Thompson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he 
carried  on  operations  as  a farmer.  He  was  born  in 
Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1825,  the  only  son  of 
Joseph  and  Sarah  Cox,  natives  of  England,  who  on 
their  emigration  to  the  New  World  located  in  Otsego 
county,  where  the  father  followed  farming  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  There  both  parents  died 
many  years  ago.  They  had  one  daughter,  Jerusha, 
who  now  lives  in  Gibson,  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  Henry  Cox  grew 
to  manhood  and  acquired  his  education.  In  1850 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Roxy  Pope,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Irene  Pope.  She  was  also 
reared  in  Otsego  county,  where  they  continued  to 
make  their  home  for  one  year  after  their  marriage 
and  then  came  to  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  following  four  years  were 
passed.  In  1858  they  removed  to  Thompson  town- 


ship, where  Mr.  Cox  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land 
and  cleared  and  improved  a farm,  erecting  thereon 
a good  house  and  barn.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  43rd  P.  V.  I.,  and  remained 
in  the  service  until  the  conflict  was  over.  As  he 
was  physically  disabled  for  active  duty  on  field  of 
battle,  he  was  assigned  to  the  hospital  corps  during 
the  latter  part  of  his  service.  He  never  fully  re- 
gained his  health  after  his  return  home  and  in  1888 
he  passed  away,  leaving  a wife  and  two  children, 
besides  many  friends,  to  mourn  his  loss.  (1)  Jan- 
ette Cox,  the  elder,  was  born  in  Gibson  township,  in 
1851,  married  Robert  Gill,  of  New  York  State,  who 
is  a carpenter  by  trade  and  was  for  four  years  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  They  have  two  daughters : 
Mertie,  wife  of  Linford  Fuller,  of  Delaware  county, 
N.  Y.,  by  whom  she  has  three  children,  Guy,  Vera 
and  Clara;  and  Fannie,  wife  of  Alphonse  St.  Mark, 
of  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  she  has  one  daughter. 
(2)  Emory  C.  Cox,  the  only  son  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  August,  1854,  and  bas  spent  his  entire  life 
on  the  home  farm,  which  he  assisted  in  clearing 
and  transforming  into  a highly  cultivated  place. 
Since  his  father’s  death  he  has  looked  after  his 
mother's  interests,  and  has  made  many  improvements 
upon  the  farm,  which  has  been  made  to  yield 
bountiful  harvests  in  return  for  the  care  and  labor 
he  bestows  upon  it.  In  June,  1890,  he  married  Miss 
Annie  Symons,  of  Bethlehem,  Penn.,  a daughter  of 
William  H.  and  Harriet  (Thomas)  Symons,  the 
former  a native  of  Cornwall,  England,  the  latter  of 
Australia.  Mrs.  Cox  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, in  1864,  and  was  a child  when  brought  by  her 
parents  to  this  country.  They  located  in  Bethlehem, 
Penn.,  where  they  still  reside  and  where  the  daughter 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  Emory  Cox 
and  his  wife  have  two  children : Willie  H.,  born 
in  September,  1891  ; and  Joseph,  born  in  1898. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  were  reared  in  the 
Protestant  faith,  and  although  not  members  of  any 
religious  organization,  always  supported  Church 
work.  He  was  a man  whose  integrity  was  never 
questioned,  and  was  a law-abiding,  peaceful  citizen, 
who  had  many  friends  in  the  community  where  he 
so  long  made  his  home.  His  political  support  was 
given  the  Republican  party,  with  which  his  son  also 
affiliates.  The  latter  still  resides  with  his  mother 
on  the  old  homestead,  and  no  family  in  the  township 
is  held  in  higher  respect  and  esteem. 

PETER  DENNIS  ROE,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  a leading  and  representative  ag- 
riculturist of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  January  18,  1842, 
a son  of  David  and  Seviah  (Dennis  )Roe,  also  na- 
tives of  Sussex  county.  In  1847  the  family  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  located  in  Jessup 
township,  where  the  father  carried  on  operations 
as  a farmer  until  called  from  this  life  in  1885,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  The  mother  died  in  1888,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-three,  and  was  laid  to  rest  by  bis 
side  in  Bowles  cemetery.  Both  were  sincere  Chris- 
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tians,  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children : Eliz- 
abeth, deceased  wife  of  Jefferson  Roof;  Mary,  wife 
of  Scott  Baldwin,  a farmer  of  Wyoming  county, 
Penn. ; Peter  D.,  our  subject;  Catherine,  wife  of  Ed- 
gar Bowles,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township;  Sarah, 
widow  of  Paul  Overfield,  of  Meshoppen,  Penn. ; 
David  M.,  a prominent  merchant  of  Fairdale,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; and  Emma,  wife  of  Thomas  Pet- 
titt,  of  Susquehanna  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  spent  almost  his 
entire  life  upon  the  farm  in  Jessup  township,  where 
his  parents  located  on  coming  to  the  county.  As 
soon  as  large  enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  he 
began  to  aid  in  its  operation,  and  since  attaining 
to  man’s  estate  has  successfully  carried  on  the  same. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  responded  to  the 
President’s  call  for  volunteers  to  assist  in  putting 
down  the  Rebellion,  becoming  a member  of  Company 
H,  38th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  William  Baird. 
Pie  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
on  Long  Island,  and  for  two  years  followed  the  old 
flag  to  victory  on  Southern  battle  fields,  partici- 
pating in  the  engagements  at  Bull  Run,  Yorktown, 
Williamsburg  and  Seven  Pines,  but  fortunately  he 
was  never  wounded.  Pie  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Park  Barracks,  New  York  City,  June  23,  1863, 
and  returned  to  his  home  to  resume  farming.  Six 
years  later  he  traveled  quite  extensively  over  the 
West,  but  since  his  return  has  carried  on  the  old 
homestead  uninterruptedly. 

On  February  2,  1874,  in  Jessup  township,  Mr. 
Roe  married  Miss  Susan  Downer,  who  was  born 
in  that  township,  November  29,  1850,  a daughter  of 
R.  B.  Downer,  who  is  represented  elsewhere.  To 
them  were  born  two  children:  Denton  D.,  who  mar- 
ried Emma  Berthold,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Jessup  township;  and  Pfettie.  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years.  The  family  is  quite  prominent 
socially,  and  they  have  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  throughout  the  county.  Frater- 
nally Mr.  Roe  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  politically  he  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He  held 
the  office  of  overseer  of  the  poor  for  twelve  years, 
and  has  been  collector  and  supervisor. 

ADAM  UPIL,  a well-known  merchant  of  Gree- 
ley, Pike  county,  was  born  February  19,  1857,  in 
Bavaria,  Germany.  His  grandfather,  Lawrence 
Uhl,  was  also  born  in  Bavaria,  and  spent  bis  en- 
tire life  in  his  native  province,  where  he  married 
Mary  Zink. 

Our  subject’s  father,  William  Uhl,  was  born 
in  Bavaria,  June  7,  1820,  and  there  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock  dealing  throughout  life.  He  wedded 
Christiana  Veolpel,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Veolpel,  and 
she  died  in  1885,  aged  sixty-three  years,  his  death 
occurring  September  8,  1894.  Of  the  children  born 
to  them,  four  died  in  infancy;  William  (deceased) 
married  Elizabeth  Schroeder,  came  to  America, 


and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  New  York 
City ; Lawrence  married  Charlotte  Hepley,  and  en- 
gaged in  business  at  Haverhill,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
died ; Plenry,  who  married  Barbara  Huf,  is  a manu- 
facturer of  fancy  wood  boxes  in  New  York  City; 
Adam  is  next  in  the  family ; Christiana  is  the  widow 
of  George  Williams,  and  resides  in  New  York  City. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  Adam  Uhl  came 
to  this  country  in  company  with  his  father,  brothers 
and  sister,  and  first  found  employment  as  errand 
boy  in  a gilder’s  shop  in  New  York,  learning  the 
trade  of  a picture  frame  gilder,  at  which  he  worked 
some  time ; meantime  he  also  attended  night  school. 
There  he  was  married,  December  3,  1883,  by  Rev. 
Busse,  a German  Lutheran  minister,  to  Sophia, 
daughter  of  William  Smith. 

After  working  at  his  trade  some  years  Mr.  Uhl 
became  interested  in  the  butcher  business,  which 
he  continued  for  twelve  years.  On  selling  out,  he 
came  to  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn., 
September  27,  1893,  and  bought  a store  at  Gree- 
ley (named  for  Horace  Greeley,  who  once  owned 
property  there).  He  has  since  given  his  time  and 
attention  to  mercantile  pursuits,  and  to  the  operation 
of  a small  farm,  and  has  met  with  a fair  degree  of 
success  in  his  new  home.  Politically  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, though  somewhat  independent  in  his  views,  and 
religiously  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
German  Lutheran  Church.  They  are  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  know  them,  and  have  made  many 
warm  friends  since  coming  to  Pike  county. 

ROBERT  NEILD.  In  the  respect  that  is  ac- 
corded to  men  who  have  fought  their  way  to  success 
through  unfavorable  environments  we  find  an  un- 
conscious recognition  of  the  intrinsic  worth  of  a 
character  which  can  not  only  endure  so  rough  a test, 
but  gain  new  strength  through  the  discipline.  The 
following  history  sets  forth  briefly  the  steps  by  which 
our  subject,  now  one  of  the  substantial  agricultur- 
ists of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  overcame 
the  disadvantages  of  his  early  life. 

His  father,  William  Neild,  was  a native  of 
Manchester,  England,  whence  when  a lad  of  sev- 
enteen years  he  came  to  the  New  World,  locating  on 
the  Hudson  river,  in  New  York  State.  In  1840  he 
married  Miss  Rebecca  Reynolds,  of  Delaware  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  upon  a farm  in  that  county  they  spent 
their  remaining  days,  his  death  occurring  in  Janu- 
ary, 1868,  hers  two  years  later.  Our  subject  is  one 
of  their  family  of  four  children,  the  others  being 
as  follows : ( 1 ) Elisha,  born  in  Andes,  Delaware 
county,  in  1841,  married  Helen  Worden,  of  that 
county,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  Their  children  were  Harvey,  Robert, 
Thomas  and  Ira  (both  of  whom  died  in  child- 
hood), Thomas,  and  Jessie.  (2)  Jane  I.  is  the  wife 
of  John  Winnie,  of  Ldster  county,  N.  Y.,  and  their 
son  Elisha  is  the  only  one  of  their  nine  children  now 
living.  (3)  John  makes  his  home  in  Livingston 
Manor,  New  York. 

In  1843  Robert  Neild  was  born  in  Delaware 
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county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  accjuir- 
ig  his  literary  education  in  the  public  schools  near 
Ins  early  home.  When  a young  man  he  came  to 
Wayne  county,  Penn.,  where  for  some  time  he  en- 
gaged in  lumbering.  Here  he  was  married  in  1868 
to  Miss  Marian  Mallery,  of  Wayne  county,  a daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Christina  Mallery,  natives  of 
Wales,  who'  on  coming  to  America  located  in  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  removed  to  Wayne 
county,  Penn.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Neild  pur- 
chased fifty  acres  of  timberland  in  Preston  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  and  at  once  commenced  to 
clear  and  improve  his  place,  erecting  thereon  a 
residence.  Subsequently  he  owned  and  occupied 
another  farm  in  the  same  township,  and  for  a time 
lived  in  Scott  township.  In  1897,  with  his  sons, 
he  bought  the  property  known  as  the  C.  P.  Tail- 
man  farm,  in  Preston  township,  comprising  512 
acres,  on  which  are  three  dwellings  and  substantial 
outbuildings.  Here  they  are  now  successfully  en- 
gaged in  dairy  farming. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neild  were  born  six  children : 
( 1 ) Ira,  born  in  May,  1869,  received  a good  com- 
mon-school education,  and  he  and  his  brother  Rob- 
ert, with  their  father,  now  own  the  present  home- 
stead of  the  family.  (2)  Willard,  born  in  1870,  mar- 
ried Maggie  Brush,  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y., 
and  has  one  son,  Harold  B.  He  lives  on  a part 
of  the  home  farm.  (3)  Osmer  R.,  born  in  December, 
1871,  married  Florence  Kimble,  of  Wayne  county, 
and  has  two  children,  Leslie  A.  and  Violet  M. ; they 
are  residents  of  Wayne  county.  (4)  Robert  B.,  born 
in  1873,  (5)  Roy  B.,  born  in  1879,  and  (6)  June 
R.,  born  in  1885,  are  all  at  home.  Edna  E.,  an  adopt- 
ed daughter,  was  born  in  1883.  in  Delaware  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  is  now  pursuing  her  studies  in  the 
home  school.  Mrs.  Neild,  who  is  one  of  a family  of 
fifteen  children,  was  educated  in  the  high  school  of 
Hancock,  N.  Y.,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching. 

By  his  ballot  Mr.  Neild  supports  the  principles 
of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  his  influence  is  always 
given  to  those  measures  which  have  for  their  object 
the  betterment  of  mankind.  He  and  his  family  are 
all  earnest  and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  take  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  its 
work,  and  have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  them. 

JACOB  KUNKEL,  a wealthy  business  man 
of  Kresgeville,  Monroe  county,  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  and  mercantile  operations 
and  also  owns  and  operates  a sawmill  and  gristmill 
at  that  place,  his  success  in  these  varied  enterprises 
showing  rare  sagacity,  thrift  and  foresight. 

Mr.  Kunkel  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  families  of  this  sec- 
tion, being  a descendant  of  John  Kunkel,  the  first 
settler  at  Kresgeville,  who  came  from  Germany  about 
1740.  This  worthy  pioneer  married  Catherine  Dot- 
ter,  and  had  children,  as  follows : Elizabeth,  who 
married  Joseph  Serfass  ; Katie,  Mrs.  Ivnesht ; Maria, 


Mrs.  Solomon  Christmen ; Bevy,  Mrs.  John  Shafer ; 
Susan,  Mrs.  John  Smith;  Margaret,  Mrs.  John  Win- 
ters ; Christiana,  Mrs.  Abraham ; Peter,  Joseph, 
Adam,  and  John. 

John  Kunkel,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  at 
Kresgeville,  February  14,  1815,  and  received  a lim- 
ited education  in  the  schools  of  that  day  and  local- 
ity. Fie  was  a man  of  marked  ability  and  held  a 
prominent  place  in  the  local  Democratic  organiza- 
tion, serving  in  different  township  offices,  while  he 
was  especially  active  in  religious  work  as  a member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  At  the  death  of  his  parents 
he  became  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  followed  farming  and  lumbering  for  many  years. 
He  operated  the  sawmill  on  the  estate,  and  built  the 
present  gristmill,  which  he  rented  out  to  other  par- 
ties. He  died  December  7,  1896,  his  remains  being 
interred  at  Kresgeville.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Kresge), 
who  is  still  living  in  Kresgeville,  was  born  September 
16,  1818,  the  daughter  of  George  Kresge.  Of  their 
ten  children,  (1)  William,  a farmer  in  Polk  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  married  Elnora  Keller.  (2) 
James  is  our  subject’s  partner  in  business.  (3)  Ja- 
cob, our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  further 
on.  (4)  George,  a Lutheran  minister,  residing  at 
Trevorton,  Penn.,  was  graduated  from  the  Muh- 
lenberg College,  Allentown,  Penn.,  and  taught  school 
successfully  for  eight  years,  founding  Fairview 
Academy,  at  Brodheadsville.  In  1880  and  in  1881 
he  was  principal  of  the  public  school  at  Bethlehem, 
Penn.  He  married  (first)  Miss  Maggie  Storm,  and 
(second)  Miss  Sarah  Christman.  (5)  David,  a farm- 
er at  the  old  homestead,  married  Miss  Emma  J. 
Berlin.  (6)  Catherine  married  Sebastine  Kresge, 
a farmer  in  Ross  township,  Monroe  county.  (7) 
Sarah  married  Mahlon  Serfass,  a farmer  in  Polk 
township.  (8)  Mary  Ann  married  Reuben  Kunkel, 
of  Slatington,  Penn.  (9)  Ellen  married  E.  P. 
Ivresg'e,  a blacksmith  at  Ivresg'eville.  ( 10)  Emaline 
married  Jerome  Serfass,  a farmer  in  Polk  township, 
Monroe  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  19,  1845,  at  the 
old  home  at  Kresgeville,  and  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  work 
of  the  farm  and  sawmill.  In  the  spring  of  1871  he 
formed  a partnership  with  his  brother  James  and 
engaged  in  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Kun- 
kel Brothers.  Since  1883  they  have  operated  the 
gristmill  on  the  estate,  while  their  farming,  mer- 
cantile and  lumbering  interests  have  constantly  in- 
creased in  extent  and  value.  Mr.  Kunkel,  like  all 
his  family,  is  public  spirited  and  his  influence  is  felt 
in  social, religious,  educational  and  political  lines.  He 
is  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  has  served 
nine  years  as  school  director,  and  for  ten  years  past 
has  held  the  office  of  township  auditor.  In  religious 
taith  he  is  a Lutheran,  and  his  long  services  as  treas- 
urer of  the  Church  at  Kresgeville  show  his  de- 
votion to  the  welfare  of  that  society. 

The  Kresge  family,  to  which  our  subject’s  estima- 
ble mother  belongs,  has  been  prominent  in  Monroe 
county  since  pioneer  times,  the  first  ancestor  being 
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William  Ivresge,  who  settled  in  what  is  now  Polk 
township  about  1765,  on  a farm  which  is  still  owned 
by  his  descendants.  He  and  his  wife,  Christianna  Ser- 
fass,  both  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  They  had  the  following  children:  Jacob; 

William;  George;  Joseph;  Sallie,  who  married  John 
Serfass;  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Bouser;  and 
Susan,  wife  of  Peter  Kunkel ; and  Hannah,  who  mar- 
ried Reuben  Gregory. 

George  Ivresge,  Mrs.  Ivunkel’s  father,  was  a 
prominent  farmer  in  Polk  township.  He  married 
(first)  a Miss  Dreisbach,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
Philip  and  Samuel,  both  deceased,  who  were  resi- 
dents of  Monroe  county.  By  his  second  marriage,  to 
Miss  Catherine  Serfass,  he  had  seven  children : 
Thomas,  who  died  in  Lackawanna  county ; David, 
who  died  in  Monroe  county;  Joel,  a retired  resident 
of  Kresgeville ; Reuben,  who  resides  at  Lehighton, 
Penn.;  Sarah,  our  subject’s  mother;  Catherine, 
widow  of  John  Gregory,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township, 
Monroe  county;  and  James,  who'  died  December 
26,  1898. 

H.  S.  QUICK.  The  pioneers  of  Pennsylvania 
were  a race  of  men  fitted  to  grapple  with  the  tasks 
of  felling  forests  and  of  bringing  to  a state  of  cul- 
tivation the  broad  and  fertile  acres  thus  cleared. 
The  shirk  had  no  place  in  an  early  settlement.  The 
man  of  industry,  enterprise  and  energy  was  the  man 
of  success.  The  old  families  have  thus  transmitted 
sterling  qualities  from  father  to  son  to  the  third 
and  fourth  generations  and  the  solid  substantial  men 
of  Susquehanna  to-day  are  largely  those  whose  for- 
bears were  primitive  and  tireless  immigrants,  seeking 
future  homes  and  willing  to  earn  them. 

Mr.  Quick,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  possesses 
an  inheritance  of  that  description.  His  grandfa- 
ther, Jacob  Quick,  a native  of  the  Delaware  Valley, 
born  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  migrated  with  his 
wife  Rachel  to  what  is  now  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  but  was  then  Greenfield  township,  Luzerne 
county.  He  took  up  a tract  of  land  and  spent  his 
life  in  farming,  living  to  a good  old  age  and  rearing 
a family  of  industrious  and  capable  children,  six 
sons  and  four  daughters,  namely:  Jacob,  Solomon, 
Joseph,  John,  Timothy,  Stoddard,  Rachel,  Ann,  Mar- 
garet, and  Jane. 

Joseph,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Susquehanna  county.  He  was  reared  on  a farm 
and  married  Sarah  Hartley,  daughter  of  Mark  Hart- 
ley, of  Scotch  descent,  but  of  Irish  birth,  who  in 
1792,  with  his  wife  and  infant  son  William,  mi- 
grated from  Northumberland  county  to  the  south- 
ern part  of  what  is  now  Brooklyn  township.  Several 
years  later  the  Hartleys  moved  to  what  is  now 
Lenox  township.  Mark  Hartley  became  a prominent 
property  holder.  After  his  marriage  Joseph  Quick 
moved  fi>  Nicholson  township,  Wyoming  county. 
He  there  followed  blacksmithing  and  died  leaving 
two  sons — H.  S.  and  Darius,  the  latter  a resident  of 
Wyoming  county.  The  mother  afterwards  married 

Robert  Jackson,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  Andrew 
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Jackson,  now  living  in  the  State  of  Kansas.  Her 
third  marriage  was  to  David  Ivniver,  by  whom  she 
had  one  child,  Justus  Ivniver,  of  Uniondale,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

H.  S.  Quick,  our  subject,  was  born  March  11, 
1825,  in  Nicholson  township,  Wyoming  county.  Pie 
there  grew  to  manhood  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
began  farm  work.  Then  for  twelve  years  he  fol- 
lowed lumbering  in  Falls  township,  Wyoming  coun- 
ty. He  was  married  in  Lenox  township  to  Miss  Es- 
ther A.  Tiffany,  daughter  of  Milton  and  Annie 
(Rynearson)  Tiffany,  and  granddaughter  of  Thom- 
as and  Chloe  (Tingley)  Tiffany,  he  a prominent 
pioneer  of  Lenox  township,  and  a sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere.  Annie  Rynearson  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Margaret  (La  Grange)  Rynear- 
son. The  children  of  Milton  and  Annie  Tiffany 
were  Thomas  W.,  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; 
Isaac  R.  (deceased),  formerly  of  Wyoming  county; 
Esther  A.,  wife  of  our  subject,  born  October  30, 
1835 ; Adelbert  M.,  who  moved  west  and  was  never 
heard  from;  Mary  P.,  wife  of  C.  W.  Conrad,  of 
Nicholson,  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; George  P.,  of 
Kansas ; Demonge  La  Grange,  of  Wyoming  coun- 
ty; Sarah,  widow  of  Gilford  Tingley,  of  Jackson 
township ; and  Irwin  Dewayne,  of  Kansas. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
five  children,  namely:  Devele  S.,  a railroad  em- 
ploye of  Hopbottom ; Harriet,  wife  of  Bert  Van 
Gorden;  Josephine,  wife  of  J.  S.  Hetter,  of  Hopbot- 
tom; Arthur  (deceased),  formerly  of  St.  Louis  and 
later  of  Moberly,  Mo. ; and  Sadie,  wife  of  William 
Betts,  of  Scranton,  Penn.  When  he  finished  his 
lumber  work  in  Wyoming  county,  Mr.  Quick  re- 
moved to  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
There  he  enlisted,  during  the  Civil  war,  in  1863,  in 
Company  B,  177th  P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  B.  F.  Gard- 
ner, serving  for  nine  months.  After  the  war  he  lo- 
cated at  Hop  Bottom  and  for  many  years  followed 
very  successfully  the  carpenter  and  joiner  trade. 
In  recent  years  he  has  retired  from  active  life.  His 
pleasant  home  at  Hopbottom  he  erected  in  1865. 
In  politics  Mr.  Quick  is  a strong  Democrat.  He  has 
served  on  the  borough  council,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  overseer  of  the  poor.  Himself  and  wife  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Universalist  Church,  in 
which  he  has  served  for  several  years  as  trustee  and 
deacon. 

J.  H.  COCPIRAN,  a worthy  representative  of 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Ararat  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  in  1854,  in  Sull.van  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  a son  of  Reuben  and  Margaret  (Scribner) 
Cochran,  also  natives  of  that  county.  The  grandfa- 
ther, Robert  Cochran,  was  a native  of  Connecticut 
and  a pioneer  of  Sullivan  county,  where  he  continued 
to  make  his  home  until  called  from  this  life.  The  fa- 
ther was  born  in  1818,  and  throughout  his  business 
career  followed  farming  in  his  native  county,  where 
he  died  in  1897.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died 
in  1862. 

J.  H.  Cochran  was  also  reared  and  educated  in 
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the  county  of  his  nativity  and  when  a young  man 
came  to  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  for  some  time  he  engaged  in  lumbering,  oper- 
ating a sawmill.  In  that  township,  in  1880,  he  was 
married,  to  Miss  Lillian  L.  Washburn,  who  was 
born  on  the  farm  in  Ararat  township  where  they  now 
reside,  a daughter  of  Lyman  and  Electa  (Wash- 
burn) Washburn.  Ller  father  was  also  a native  of 
Susquehanna  county,  and  was  a son  of  Lyman  and 
Rebecca  (Sparks  ) Washburn,  who  came  here  from 
Connecticut  and  were  among  the  earliest  settlers 
of  Ararat  township,  settling  in  the  woods  on  the 
farm  where  our  subject  now  lives.  Both  died  in 
Susquehanna  county,  as  did  also  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Cochran.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  of 
the  county  and  was  highly  respected  by  all.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  four  children,  namely: 
Grace,  Mabel,  George  and  Fannie. 

Since  1879  Mr.  Cochran  has  resided  upon  his 
present  farm,  where  he  has  100  acres  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved,  and  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  farming.  Socially  he 
is  a man  of  prominence  in  his  community,  and  he 
is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows at  Uniondale,  Penn. ; the  United  Order  of 
American  Mechanics ; and  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men,  at  Burnwood,  of  which  he  is  a Past 
Sachem. 

JOHN  J.  STECHER,  a well-known  pension 
agent  and  business  man  of  Brodheadsville,  Monroe 
county,  was  born  in  Hamilton  township,  that  county, 
September  17,  1846,  a son  of  Mathias  and  Chris- 
tianna  (Dreher)  Steelier,  natives  of  Northampton 
county,  Penn.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  also 
born  in  the  latter  county,  but  at  an  early  day  removed 
to  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county,  where  both 
died.  The  maternal  grandparents  were  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Storm)  Dreher. 

When  a young  man  Mathias  Steelier,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  who  was  born  June  3,  1816,  came  to 
Monroe  county,  where  he  carried  on  shoemaking  for 
forty  years,  but  he  is  now  living  retired  in  Hamil- 
ton township.  In  early  life  he  was  an  active  worker 
in  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  still  holds 
membership,  and  his  life  has  ever  been  in  harmony 
with  his  professions.  His  wife  died  in  1892,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years ; her  remains  now  rest  in 
St.  John’s  Church  cemetery,  Hamilton  township. 
The  children  born  to  them  are  as  follows : Sevilla 
is  the  wife  of  Adam  Walter,  a painter  of  East 
Stroudsburg ; Christiana  is  the  deceased  wife  of 
Josiah  Frantz;  Lydia  A.  lives  with  her  father;  John 
J.,  our  subject,  is  the  next  of  the  family;  Abraham, 
a painter,  married  Margaret  Alberson  and  lives  in 
Hamilton  township ; Sarah  A.  died  unmarried ; 
Joseph,  a carpenter,  wedded  Mary  Lynn  and  resides 
in  East  Stroudsburg ; Peter,  a painter,  married  Lydia 
Hartman,  and  also  makes  his  home  in  East  Strouds- 
burg; and  Isaac,  a clerk,  married  Ella  Miller,  and 
lives  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

John  J.  Stecher  remained  on  the  home  farm  with 


his  parents  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  then  be- 
gan his  business  career  as  a clerk  in  a store  at  Sud- 
ersville,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  The 
following  year  he  conducted  a hotel  in  Ivresgeville, 
Monroe  county,  and  then  removed  to  Carbondale, 
Penn.,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandising"  for  four 
years.  Coming  to  Brodheadsville  in  1875,  he  opened 
a mercantile  store,  which  he  carried  on  until  1890. 
He  is  a shrewd  business  man,  enterprising  and  saga- 
cious, and  the  success  that  he  has  achieved  is  due 
entirely  to  his  own  well-directed  efforts.  He  has 
devoted  considerable  time  to  buying  lumber,  and  he 
is  now  interested  in  the  produce  business  at  Brod- 
headsville, buying  eggs,  butter,  etc. 

On  February  22,  1866,  in  Hamilton  township, 
Mr.  Stecher  was_  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Emma  Heller,  and  to  them  have  been  born  nine 
children,  namely:  Amanda  J.,  now  the  wife  of 
Stewart  Nyehart,  a farmer  of  Hamilton  township; 
Mary,  wife  of  George  Hinton,  a machinist  of  the 
same  township ; Ella  L.,  deceased ; Edward  M.,  a 
brickmaker  of  Lancaster,  N.  Y. ; Llewellyn,  de- 
ceased; and  Erastus  E.,  Susan  R.,  Clewey  P.  and 
Sterling  S.,  all  at  home. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Stecher  is  a stalwart 
Democrat,  and  in  1879  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  which  office  he  acceptably  filled  for  a term  of 
five  years,  during  which  time  he  often  acted  as  an 
attorney,  appointed  by  the  court,  and  his  advice  be- 
ing often  sought.  He  served  as  postmaster  for  one 
year,  and  has  ever  been  one  of  the  prominent  and 
influential  citizens  of  the  community.  Socially  he 
affiliates  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Farmers  Alli- 
ance. Although  not  a member  of  any  religious 
denomination,  he  usually  attends  the  services  of 
either  the  Lutheran  or  Reformed  Churches,  and 
gives  towards  their  support. 

FRANKLIN  VAN  VL1ET,  a prosperous  lum- 
berman and  agriculturist  of  Stroud  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  is  a representative  of  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  highly-esteemed  families  of  that  lo- 
cality. For  five  generations  its  members  have  been 
prominent  in  business  and  social  life  and  in  local 
affairs,  and  the  name  has  been  associated  with  en- 
terprise, thrift,  and  public  spirit.  The  family  is 
of  Holland  descent. 

Derick  VanVliet.our  subject’s  grandfather, was 
born  December  11,  1776,  and  made  his  home  near 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  owned  a large  tract  of  land 
and  engaged  in  farming,  becoming  quite  well-to-do. 
He  married  Rachel  Smiley,  who  was  born  December 
1 9*  1779,  and  they  died  there  many  years  ago.  Their 
children  were:  Miriam,  born  May  5,  1799;  Amanda, 
June  4,  1801  ; Ann,  January  11,  1804;  Charick  April 
7,  1806;  John  S.,  November  9,  1808;  Rebecca,  July 
7,  1811  ; Richard,  November  24,  1813  ; and  Elizabeth, 
February  28,  1816.  The  father  was  a Whig  and 
later  a Democrat  in  politics. 

John  S.  Van  Vliet,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  near  East  Stroudsburg,  in  the  old  stone 
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house  which  has  sheltered  so  many  of  the  name.  He 
married  Susan  LaBar,  who  was  born  February  27, 
1807,  and  they  settled  upon  a farm  near  Sprague- 
ville  belonging  to  his  father.  He  made  numerous 
improvements  in  the  place,  the  greater  part  of  the 
land  being  cleared  by  him.  Mrs.  Van  Vliet  died 
there  in  1861,  and  his  last  years  were  spent  with  a 
son  in  East  Stroudsburg,  his  death  occurring  in 
1894. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a family  of  eight 
children,  the  others  being:  (2)  Evaline,  widow  of 
Jacob  Phillips,  resides  in  Stroudsburg.  She  has 
children — John  and  Susan  (now  Mrs.  Able,  of 
Scranton).  (3)  Emily  married  Alexander  Loder,  a 
merchant  of  East  Stroudsburg,  and  has  four  chil- 
dren— Milton,  William,  Vinton  and  Laura  (wife  of 
a Mr.  Bush,  a druggist  of  East  Stroudsburg).  (4) 
David  married  Miss  Maneda  Allenburger,  of  Smith- 
field  township,  Monroe  county.  They  now  reside  in 
East  Stroudsburg,  he  being  a conductor  on  the  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  & Western  railroad.  (5) 
Abram,  a miller  by  occupation,  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-six  years.  (6)  Rachel  is  unmarried,  and 
resides  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Phillips,  in  Strouds- 
burg. (7)  Samerfield  married  Miss  Emily  Sha- 
fer, of  Stroud  township,  and  now  resides  in  Sprague- 
ville.  (8)  Edmund  married  Miss  Maggie  Beecher, 
of  Wayne  county.  They  now  reside  in  Michigan, 
where  he  followed  the  milling  trade  for  a great 
number  of  years,  but  is  now  retired ; he  is  justice  of 
the  peace  of  his  village.  They  have  three  children — 
Stanly,  Dowling  and  Georgianna. 

Franklin  Van  Vliet  was  born  August  10,  1830, 
in  Stroud  township,  and  grew  to  manhood  at  the 
old  homestead,  his  schooling  being  limited  to  three 
months  each  winter.  In  July,  1854,  he  married 
Miss  Anna  Kinney,  and  settled  at  the  old  homestead, 
which  he  purchased  in  1868.  In  1869  he  built  a 
comfortable  two-story  residence  and  a good  barn, 
besides  other  good  buildings,  and  his  place  is  now 
one  of  the  best  of  its  size  in  the  township.  In  1873 
he  bought  200  acres  of  woodland  in  Price  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  adjoining  Stroud  township, 
and  he  and  his  sons  have  followed  lumbering  there 
for  some  years.  Politically  Mr.  Van  Vliet  is  a 
Democrat  of  the  old  Jacksonian  stripe,  and  at  vari- 
ous times  he  has  held  office,  serving  nine  years  as 
school  director.  In  1897  he  was  elected  tax  collector 
of  his  township,  and  he  now  holds  that  position. 
He  and  his  estimable  wife  have  had  eight  children, 
as  follows:  (1)  Martha,  born  March  19,  1855, 

married  Pliram  Transue,  of  Lower  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  has  one  son,  Lewis.  (2) 
Erastus,  born  June  7,  1857,  married  Miss  Frances 
Dean,  of  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county ; they 
now  reside  in  Spragueville,  where  he  is  serving  as 
justice  of  the  peace.  They  have  two  sons — Frank 
and  Robert.  (3)  Ella  G.,  born  December  8,  1858, 
is  now  the  wife  of  David  Bush,  of  East  Strouds- 
burg. (4)  Susannah,  born  January  15,  1862,  mar- 
ried Joseph  Pencil,  of  Stroud  township,  and  they 
now  reside  in  Pocono,  Monroe  county.  They  have 


two  children — Albert  and  Skelly.  (5)  Frank 
Oscar,  born  November  10,  1865,  is  single,  and  re- 
sides with  his  parents  on  the  old  homestead.  (6) 
Oras,  born  August  14,  1867,  married  Miss  Emma 
Schaffer,  of  Stroud  township,  and  they  now  reside 
in  Spragueville.  (7)  Maggie  B.,  born  May  10, 
1869,  married  Frank  Barry,  of  Stroud,  and  they  now 
reside  at  Spragueville,  where  he  is  engaged  in  rail- 
roading. They  have  one  daughter,  Ruth.  (8) 
Sherman,  born  May  17,  1878,  is  single,  and  resides 
with  his  parents  on  the  old  farm.  Our  subject  is 
identified  with  the  A.  P.  A.  and  the  P.  O.  S.  A.,  and 
he  and  his  family  are  prominent  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  of  Spragueville,  which  he  joined  some 
forty  years  ago.  His  son  Sherman  has  been  Sab- 
bath-school superintendent  for  a number  of  years. 

Mrs.  Anna  (Kinney)  Van  Vliet  belongs  to  a 
well-known  family,  and  her  father,  Moses  Kinney, 
a native  of  New  Jersey,  became  a prominent  agri- 
culturist of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county.  He 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sallie  LaBar, 
died  there  some  years  ago.  This  worthy  couple  had 
eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Van  Vliet  was  the 
youngest,  the  others  being:  James,  Peter,  Will- 

iam, Joseph,  Maria  (wife  of  Philip  Neihart),  Jane 
(wife  of  Abram  Bush),  and  Maggie  (who  married 
George  Anderson,  of  Lackawanna  county).  Mr. 
Van  Vliet  has  the  old  family  Bible  of  Derick  Van 
Vliet,  which  was  published  in  1815. 

JOHN  HAND,  a prominent  agriculturist  of 
Harmony  township,  Susquehanna  county,  is  the 
owner  of  an  attractive  homestead  on  Starrucca 
creek,  which  by  his  able  management  is  kept  in  an 
excellent  state  of  cultivation.  As  a citizen  he  is  held 
in  high  esteem,  and  during  the  Civil  war  he  made  an 
honorable  record  as  a soldier,  serving  from  1861  to 
1865. 

Mr.  Hand  was  born  in  1833,  near  Mauch 
Chunk,  Penn.  He  left  home  during  boyhood  to 
make  his  way  in  the  world,  being  employed  for 
some  time  on  the  Gravity  railroad,  between  Carbon- 
dale  and  Honesdale.  In  1857  he  married  Miss 
Lucetta  Compton,  of  Carbondale,  and  made  his  home 
in  that  town.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  57th  P. 
V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Pierson,  of  Wilkes.  Barre,  his 
regiment  being  assigned  to  the  10th  Army  Corps. 
He  was  with  McClellan  during  1861  and  1862,  and 
took  part  in  a number  of  engagements  under  Burn- 
side, including  the  seven  days’  fight.  In  December, 
1863,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Morris  Island, 
S.  C.,  his  term  having  expired,  and  after  a visit 
home,  on  a furlough,  re-enlisted  in  the  same  com- 
pany, “for  three  years  or  the  war.”  During  his 
second  term  of  service  he  saw  much  fighting,  being 
in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines  and 
other  engagements,  and  was  finally  mustered  out  on 
July  20,  1865,  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  On  his  return 
home  he  engaged  In  farming,  and  since  purchas- 
ing his  present  homestead  he  has  made  many  im- 
provements thereon.  In  politics  he  is  a steadfast 
Republican,  and  his  interest  in  military  affairs  is 
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still  keen,  as  is  shown  by  his  active  work  as  a mem- 
ber of  Mumford  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Starrucca.  His 
first  wife  died  while  he  was  in  the  army,  and  in 
August,  1884,  he  married  Mrs.  Jane  (Prentice) 
Squires,  widow  of  Horace  Squires,  of  Scott  Center, 
Wayne  county.  Mr.  Hand  has  two  children,  both 
by  the  first  marriage:  Mattie  married  James  Jen- 

nings, of  Carbondale ; and  Osman  went  to  Montana. 

Mrs.  Jane  Hand  is  a native  of  Wayne  county, 
and  comes  of  good  New  England  ancestry,  her  par- 
ents, Asher  and  Polly  (Terry)  Prentice,  being  na- 
tives of  Connecticut.  They  came  to  Wayne  county 
in  1857,  with  two  children,  and  spent  their  remain- 
ing years  upon  a farm  at  Scott  Center.  As  devout 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  they 
did  much  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
and  their  family  was  reared  in  that  faith,  Mrs. 
Hand  being  an  active  worker  in  the  Church.  Of 
their  seven  children:  (1)  Cyrus  B.  married  Miss 

Lydia  Lee,  and  settled  at  Scott  Center,  where  he 
died  leaving  three  children — Jennie,  now  the  wife  of 
William  Wayman;  Lewis,  a resident  of  Jackson, 
Susquehanna  county ; and  Emma,  wife  of  William 
Pond,  of  Sanford.  (2)  Sallie  M.  married  Charles 
Lee,  of  Harmony  township.  (3)  William  mar- 
ried Emma  Walker,  and  resides  in  Susquehanna 
county.  He  has  several  children.  (4)  Lavina, 
deceased,  married  George  Dow,  of  Preston,  Wayne 
county.  (5)  Jane,  our  subject’s  wife,  is  next  in 
the  order  of  birth.  (6)  Lorenzo  D.  married  Miss 
Loretta  Gorton,  of  Carbondale,  and  now  lives  on 
the  old  Prentice  homestead.  (7)  Joseph  G.,  a res- 
ident of  Scott  township,  Wayne  county,  married 
Miss  Phoebe  Wayman,  who  died  leaving  no  family. 

Mrs.  Hand  was  educated  at  Scott  Center,  and 
was  married  first  to  Horace  Squires,  of  Madison 
county,  N.  Y.  He  died  in  1864,  leaving  her  with 
five  children:  (1)  George,  born  in  New  York 

State,  married  Miss  Inez  Rosencrans,  and  is  now  a 
merchant  of  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.  (2)  Polly, 
born  in  Georgetown,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  is  now 
the  wife  of  William  Edwards,  of  Harmony  town- 
ship. They  have  ten  children — Cora,  Fred,  Hattie, 
William,  Ira,  Edward,  Florence,  Floy,  Malecut  and 

. (3)  Edward,  born  in  Scott  township,  Wayne 

county,  married  Miss  Estella  Holiker,  of  Mount 
Morris,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  John  and 
Ruth  Holiker.  They  reside  in  Harmony  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  have  three  children — • 
Rose,  Pearl  and  Horace,  all  born  at  Sherman,  Wayne 
county.  (4)  Roselia,  born  in  Wayne  county,  is 
the  wife  of  James  Smith,  of  Harmony  township,  and 
has  six  children — Mary,  Philip,  Lyman,  Nora, 
Frank  and  George.  (5)  William,  born  in  New 
York  State,  married  Louise  Johnston,  of  that  State, 
and  now  resides  in  Lanesboro.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren— Theodore  and  Jennie. 

ANDREW  J.  RLTLEDGE.  Prominent  among 
the  farmers  of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, who  have  by  honest  toil  and  industry  succeeded 
in  acquiring  a competence,  and  are  now  able  to  spend 


the  sunset  of  life  in  quiet  and  retirement,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Rutledge  was  born  in  County  Limerick,. 
Ireland,  November  10,  1840,  but  in  1844  was  brought 
to  America  by  his  parents,  Patrick  and  Julia 
(Tesque)  Rutledge,  who  spent  their  remaining  days 
upon  a farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  mother  died  in  January,  1862,. 
the  father  in  the  spring  of  1868,  at  the  age  of  six- 
ty-four years,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Canaan 
township  cemetery.  They  were  devout  members- 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  he  was  a Democrat  in 
politics.  Their  children  were  : Margaret,  who  mar- 
ried Michael  Regane,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; 
Hugh  F.,  who  was  wounded  during  his  service 
in  the  Union  army,  and  is  now  living  retired  in 
Elmira,  N.  Y. ; Patrick,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county;  Andrew  J.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  and  William,  deceased.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  Hugh  F.  and  Mary 
(Burke)  Rutledge,  emigrated  from  Ireland  to 
America  in  1827,  and  spent  their  last  days  upon  a. 
farm  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county. 

On  leaving  the  home  farm  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years,  Andrew  J.  Rutledge  worked  in  the  woods 
and  upon  neighboring  farms  until  he  attained  his 
majority.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  lie 
responded  to  the  country’s  call  for  aid,  enlisting  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery  under  Capt.  Ed- 
ward S.  Rowand,  for  three  years,  and  when  his  term 
of  service  had  expired  he  re-enlisted  in  the  same 
company,  under  Capt.  B.  Mercer.  For  several 
months  lie  was  unable  to  engage  in  active  service 
owing  to  illness,  but  was  never  wounded,  although 
he  participated  in  many  hotly-contested  engage- 
ments, including  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and 
Cold  Harbor.  On  January  29,  1866,  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  and  returned  home.  For  the 
following  three  years  he  worked  in  an  iron  foundry 
in  Scranton,  Penn.,  but  in  the  spring  of  1869  lo- 
cated upon  his  present  farm,  which  he  has  - con- 
verted into  one  of  the  best  and  most  desirable 
places  in  South  Canaan  township. 

At  Honesdale,  March  10,  1864,  Mr.  Rutledge 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Carey,  Rev.  J.  J.  Dougherty 
officiating,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  children,, 
namely : Catherine,  now  the  wife  of  George  Swith- 
inger,  superintendent  of  the  Prudential  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.,  at  Honesdale,  Penn. ; Margaret,  at  home 
with  her  parents;  Henry,  an  engineer  at  Johnson- 
burg,  Penn. ; Paul  F.,  a corporal  in  the  regular 
army  now  stationed  at  Fort  Porter,  N.  Y. ; Eliza- 
beth, a resident  of  Honesdale;  and  Theressa,  John 
and  Sadie,  all  at  home. 

Mrs.  Rutledge  was  born  in  South  Canaan 
township,  and  died  October  27,  1896,  aged  fifty- 
four  years,  being  laid  to  rest  in  Canaan  cemetery. 
Her  parents,  Michael  and  Catherine  (Iviley)  Carey, 
came  from  Ireland  to  the  L'nited  States  in  1845,  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  Wayne  county,  where 
they  continued  to  reside  throughout  life.  They 
had  seven  children : Patrick,  who  died  in  Pennsyl- 
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vania;  John,  a farmer  of  South  Canaan  township; 
Ellen,  who  died  in  childhood;  Mary,  the  deceased 
wife  of  our  subject;  Michael,  deceased;  Bridget, 
wife  of  John  Gallagher,  a retired  driller  of  Brad- 
ford, Penn. ; and  William,  a farmer  of  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Rutledge  has  been  unable 
to  engage  in  the  arduous  labors  of  farming,  but 
having  accumulated  a comfortable  property  in 
early  life,  he  can  now  enjoy  a well-earned  rest. 
Politically  he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  he  has  acceptably  served  as 
school  director  for  three  years.  Socially  he  is  an 
honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  W ay- 
mart,  Wayne  county. 

JOHN  W.  BEYER.  Among  the  more  prom- 
inent and  enterprising  agriculturists  of  Shohola 
township,  Pike  county,  whose  early  home  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  is  this  gentleman. 
Like  others  of  his  countrymen  he  has  brought  to 
the  New  World  the  habits  of  economy  and  fru- 
gality which  are  inherent  characteristics  of  the 
Fatherland,  and  the  exercise  of  which,  accompanied 
by  industry  and  good  management,  have  made  him 
one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  his  community. 

Casper  Beyer,  his  grandfather,  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Saxony,  Germany,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  carting  of  freight.  The  father,  Adam  Ernest 
Beyer,  was  also  a native  of  Saxony,  and  was  the 
eldest  of  five  sons.  When  a young  man  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  freighting,  but  after  his  marriage 
engaged  in  farming.  He  wedded  Barbara  Smyth, 
a native  of  Hessen,  Germany,  and  in  1866  they 
came  to  America,  their  sons  having  located  in  this 
country  some  years  before.  Landing  in  New  York, 
they  came  almost  immediately  to  Shohola  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  their  children  owned  prop- 
erty. Here  the  father  died  a few  years  later  and 
the  mother  only  survived  him  two  years,  the  re- 
mains of  both  being  interred  in  the  old  Shohola 
cemetery.  Their  children  were  as  follows : Adam 

E.,  a farmer  of  Shohola  township,  who  died  in 
Middletown,  Penn. ; Gustav,  a station  agent,  who 
remained  in  Germany ; Ann  Elizabeth,  twin  sister 
of  Gustav  and  widow  of  Henry  C.  Knealing,  who 
was  a prosperous  farmer  and  prominent  citizen  of 
Shohola  township,  having  served  for  thirL--five 
years  as  a justice  of  the  peace;  John  W.,  th_  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Eve  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Jacob 
Engelhart,  and  a resident  of  Shohola  township ; and 
Anna  Christina,  widow  of  Gotlieb  Smith. 

John  W.  Beyer  was  born  in  Germany,  August 
8,  1835,  and  in  his  native  land  learned  the  trade  of 
a wagonmaker  and  wheelwright,  which  he  there 
followed  for  three  years.  With  the  hope  of  bet- 
tering his  financial  condition  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  and  located  in 
Shohola  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a farm  hand  for  one  year,  but  the  fol- 
lowing fifteen  years  he  worked  in  a wagon  shop  in 
the  village  of  Shohola.  In  1865  he  bought  prop- 


erty in  Shohola  township,  consisting  of  forty  acres 
of  wooded  land,  to  which  he  shortly  after  added 
twenty  acres,  and  in  course  of  time  by  subsequent 
purchase  he  became  the  owner  of  124  more  acres 
of  valuable  timber  land.  This  wild  tract  has  seen 
a marked  change,  for  now  seventy  acres  are  cleared 
and  have  been  converted  into  one  of  the  finest  farms 
of  the  township,  on  which  our  subject  is  now  sue-, 
cessfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying. 
As  his  father  before  him  was,  he  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat in  politics  and  has  several  times  refused  to 
accept  political  favors,  preferring  to  give  his  un- 
divided attention  to  his  business  interests.  Relig- 
iously he  is  a Protestant,  believing  in  the  doctrines 
laid  down  by  Martin  Luther. 

At  Shofiola  Mr.  Beyer  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Hess,  a daughter  of  George  and 
Anna  Marie  Hess,  and  to  them  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  George,  who  married  Annie 

Bartlemas,  and  is  working  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Catherine,  wife  of  Robert  Freeland,  of  Hackensack, 
Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y. ; John,  who  married  Anna 
Foeht,  and  is  engaged  in  blacksmithing  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. ; Annie,  wife  of  Charles  Eckert,  a farmer 
of  Shohola  township ; Peter,  who  is  living  at  home 
and  assists  his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  stone 
quarries ; and  three,  who  died  in  infancy. 

RALPH  V.  FETFIERMAN,  junior  member 
of  the  enterprising  mercantile  firm  of  Decker  & 
Fetherman,  of  Analomink,  Monroe  county,  is  a 
young  man  of  marked  ability  and  energy  in  busi- 
ness affairs.  He  comes  of  pioneer  stock,  and  his 
first  American  ancestor  came  to  America  at  an 
early  day,  settling  in  Pennsylvania.  Abraham 
Fetherman,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  became 
a farmer  in  Monroe  county,  and  his  wife,  Rachel 
Miller,  was  a native  of  that  locality,  which  was  then 
included  in  Northampton  county.  This  worthy 
couple  had  ten  children:  Jacob  A.,  Absalom, 

Sophia,  Simpson,  Abraham,  Joseph,  Masias, 
Charles,  Manasseh  and  A.  J. 

Simpson  Fetherman,  our  subject’s  father,  of 
whom  a more  complete  account  appears  elsewhere, 
was  born  in  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  is  now  a leading  citizen  of  Stroudsburg,  hav- 
in  held  numerous  official  positions,  including  that 
of  county  treasurer.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Ella  Andrews,  was  born  in  Pittston,  Penn., 
and  they  had  six  children:  William  (deceased), 

Ralph  Van  Allen  (our  subject),  Flora  M.,  Clyde, 
Nettie  and  Randall. 

Our  subject’s  early  educational  advantages 
were  not  of  the  best,  but  he  made  up  by  private 
study  what  circumstances  prevented  him  from 
gaining  through  instruction,  and  in  the  end  was 
the  gainer  hv  his  deprivations,  as  his  innate  ability 
developed  within  him  the  power  to  think  for  him- 
self, a trait  which  is  worth  much  more  than  mere 
book-learning.  He  attended  a school  at  Gilberts 
for  one  term,  and  he  then  taught  two  terms  suc- 
cessfully. Business  life  seemed  to  promise  more 
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than  a career  as  an  educator,  however,  and  having 
once  decided  upon  a definite  path  in  life  he  entered, 
upon  it  with  characteristic  determination.  .Begin- 
ning as  he  could,  he  drove  a delivery  wagon  in 
Stroudsburg  for  two  years,  and  spent  one  year  as 
a clerk  in  a general  store,  but  in  June,  1897,  he  was 
able  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
forming  a partnership  with  G.  B.  Decker  and  pur- 
chasing the  present  store  at  Analomink.  1 Ins  is 
the  leading  store  of  the  place,  and  from  the  pres- 
ent indications  it  is  safe  to  predict  a bright  future 
for  the  enterprise.  Mr.  Fetherman  married  Miss 
Jennie  Hanna,  who  was  born  in  1876.  They  are 
popular  socially,  and  are  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  he  also  belongs 
to  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  the  Junior  Order  of  American 
Mechanics,  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  Politically  he 
is  a stanch  Democrat. 

C.  W.  HATHAWAY.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  certainly  entitled  to  be  considered  not  only 
one  of  the  enterprising  farmers  of  Ararat  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  but  one  of  its  respected  and 
honored  citizens,  and  a man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability. 

Mr.  Hathaway  was  born  in  1850,  in  the  town- 
ship where  he  still  resides,  and  is  a representative 
of  one  of  its  honored  pioneer  families.  Plis  father, 
Walter  F.  Hathaway,  was  born  in  1819,  in  New 
York  State,  and  in  1834  came  to  Susquehanna 

county  with  his  parents,  Horace  and (Brooks) 

Hathaway,  who  located  in  the  woods  of  Ararat 
township  and  built  a log  house.  Both  died  on  the 
farm  where  our  subject  now  resides.  In  their 
family  were  the  following  children:  Walter  F., 

father  of  our  subject;  H.  Philander,  a preacher  and 
salesman,  who  lived  in  Thompson,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  died  in  1898 ; William,  a resident  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Josiah,  who  died  in  Ararat 
township ; and  Morris,  Caroline  and  Mary  Ann, 
all  deceased. 

On  reaching  man’s  estate  Walter  F.  Hathaway 
was  married  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
to  Miss  Harriet  Hall,  who  was  born  in  New  York, 
but  was  reared  in  that  county.  The  father,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother,  William  E.  Hathaway,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  opened  up  a farm  in  Ararat 
township,  and  continued  to  engage  in  agricultural 
pursuits  there  until  called  from  this  life,  in  1866. 
His  widow  still  survives  him  and  finds  a pleasant 
home  with  our  subject,  who  is  now  the  only  repre- 
sentative of  the  Hathaway  family  left  in  Susque- 
hanna county. 

C.  W.  Hathaway  was  reared  and  educated  in 
much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys,  and  since 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  has  followed  the 
occupation  with  which  he  had  already  become  quite 
familiar.  He  is  a skillful  and  systematic  farmer, 
and  successfully  operates  his  fine  farm  of  115  acres 
of  highly  cultivated  land.  In  1884  he  was  mar- 
lied,  in  Ararat  township,  to  Miss  Antoinette  Hoel, 
a native  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of 


David  and  Susan  E.  (Tiel)  Hoel,  now  of  Elk 
county,  this  State.  Six  children  have  been  born 
to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely:  William, 

Arthur,  Laura,  Susie,  Raymond  and  Merrill.  Mr. 
Hathaway  has  filled  the  office  of  supervisor  of 
Ararat  township,  and  has  been  an  efficient  member 
of  the  school  board  for  nine  years.  Politically  he 
is  a stanch  Prohibitionist,  and  religiously  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the  trustees. 

H.  N.  KELLOGG,  who  is  practically  living 
retired  upon  his  fine  farm  in  Dimock  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  m Wyoming  county,  January  4,  1826,  and  was 
throughout  his  active  business  life  identified  with 
the  agricultural  and  industrial  interests  of  this 
region. 

On  the  paternal  side  his  ancestors  were  origi- 
nally from  New  York,  his  grandfather,  Jonathan 
Kellogg,  being  a native  of  Cooperstown,  that  State. 
When  a young  man,  however,  lie  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  Kingston  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Smith,  who  was  a resident  of  the  Wyoming  Valley 
during  the  massacre  and  with  the  other  children 
and  old  people  was  sent  to  the  mountains.  Both 
died  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Treadway  Kellogg,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Clienango  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
when  a young  man  became  a resident  of  Wyoming 
county,  Penn.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  h loyd,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Clarissa  (Hopkins) 
Floyd,  natives  of  Long  Island,  and  shortly  after 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  removed  from 
Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  to  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  where  Mr.  Kellogg  followed  farming  111 
Washington  township.  He  sold  his  place  there 
when  our  subject  was  a lad  of  eight  years  and  came 
to  Susquehanna  county,  purchasing  a farm  in  Au- 
burn township,  on  which  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death,  May  13,  1887,  when  aged  eighty-five 
years,  eight  months  and  fourteen  days.  His  wife 
died  in  the  same  township  in  1868.  Five  children 
were  born  tO'  them,  namely:  Thomas  Floyd  (de- 

ceased), who  lived  throughout  life  in  Wyoming  and 
Susquehanna  counties ; Zoroaster,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years;  H.  N.,  our  subject;  Horatio 
Porter,  who  died  when  young;  and  Casandana, 
wife  of  N.  P.  Loomis,  of  Springville  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county. 

PL  N.  Kellogg  spent  the  first  eight  years  of 
his  life  in  Washington  township,  Wyoming  county, 
and  then  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  obtaining  a good  practical 
knowledge  of  agriculture  by  assisting  his  father  in 
the  work  of  the  farm.  On  attaining-  his  majority 
he  began  working  out  by  the  month  and  later  bought 
property  in  Auburn  township.  He  also  learned  the 
stonemason's  trade  in  early  life  and  successfully 
followed  the  same  for  some  years. 

Responding  to  the  President's  call  for  more 
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volunteers  during  the  Rebellion,  young  Kellogg  en- 
listed in  March,  1864,  in  Company  H,  141st  P.  V.  L, 
under  Capt.  J.  L.  Gile,  and  remained  in  the  service 
until  the  war  was  over,  participating  in  the  battles 
of  the  Wilderness  and  the  siege  of  Petersburg. 
During  the  Weldon  railroad  raid  he  was  wounded 
at  Poplar  Grove  Church,  and  was  in  the  hospital 
when  discharged.  As  he  was  unable  to  resume 
work  at  his  trade,  after  his  return  home  he  purchased 
a farm  in  Dimock  township,  on  which  he  made  his 
home  for  fourteen  years.  In  1894  he  traded  that 
place  for  his  present  farm  in  the  same  township, 
coming  into  possession  of  140  acres,  nearly  all  of 
which  is  cleared  and  under  excellent  cultivation. 
He  oversees  its  operation,  but  leaves  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  farm  to  his  son. 

Mr.  Kellogg  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Wyom- 
ing county,  with  Miss  Rebecca  Gregory,  a daughter 
of  John  Gregory,  and  to  them  were  horn  the  fol- 
lowing children : Levi,  deceased ; Alma,  wife  of 

Max  Davidson,  of  Wyoming  county ; Arlitta,  wife 
of  William  Youngs,  of  Wilkes  Barre ; Leslie,  who 
married  Katie  Doheartv,  and  carries  on  the  home 
farm  ; and  Anderson,  a resident  of  Wyoming  coun- 
ty. The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  in  1893, 
and  her  death  was  deeply  mourned  by  the  entire 
community. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Kellogg  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  he  has  served  his  fellow 
citizens  on  the  election  board  and  as  constable  of 
Auburn  township.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the 
Grand  Army  Post  at  Auburn  Four  Corners,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  and  honored 
citizens  of  the  township. 

DR.  WILLIAM  J.  STORM,  a well-known 
resident  of  East  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  is 
a leading  veterinary  surgeon  of  'that  locality,  his 
ability  and  thorough  professional  training  having 
won  him  a reputation  in  an  unusually  short  time. 

Our  subject  is  a representative  of  an  old, 
highly-esteemed  family  of  this  section,  of  which  a 
more  extended  account  is  given  elsewhere.  The 
first  of  the  line  in  America,  John  Storm,  came  from 
Germany  about  1750,  and  located  in  Northampton 
county,  Penn.,  later  settling  on  a farm  at  the  pres- 
ent site  of  South  Stroudsburg.  This  worthy  pio- 
neer left  three  sons,  John,  Andrew  and  Frederick. 
Andrew  Storm,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  had  three  children,  among  whom  was  a 
son,  John  Teel,  our  subject's  great-grandfather. 
John  Teel  Storm  married  Rachel  Learn,  and  they 
had  the  following  named  children:  Jacob,  An- 

drew, Peter,  Samuel,  Charles,  John  and  Elizabeth. 
Andrew  Storm,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  lived  to 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows : Sallie,  who 

married  Burnett  Nisson,  of  Scranton,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; William,  our  subject’s 
father  ; Peter  ; one  whose  name  is  not  given  ; Maria, 
wife  of  Charles  Rowe,  of  Paradise  township,  Mon- 
roe county;  John,  who  died  in  Paradise  township; 


Rachel,  Mrs.  William  Biesecker  ; Andrew  ; Amanda, 
wife  of  Augustus  Biesecker ; Katie,  who  married 
J.  N.  Hilgert ; Jacob,  now  a resident  of  Jackson 
township,  Monroe  county;  Joshua,  a merchant  of 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county ; Mahlon ; and 
Ellen,  wife  of  Melchoir  Busch,  of  Pocono  town- 
ship. 

William  Storm  was  born  August  13,  1829,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  By  occupation 
he  was  a farmer,  butcher  and  drover.  He  married 
Lizzie  McCordy,  who  was  born  June  24,  1844,  in 
New  York  City,  and  is  still  living;  Mr.  Storm 
passed  away  in  1891.  They  had  seven  children: 
Anna,  deceased;  William  J.,  our  subject;  Walter,  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
is  now  practicing  medicine  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla. ; 
Edward,  a resident  of  Mt.  Pocono',  Monroe  county ; 
Frank,  who'  resides  in  Scranton;  Daniel,  a farmer 
at  the  old  homestead ; and  Mabel,  at  home. 

Dr.  Storm  was  born  October  28,  1867,  in  Para- 
dise township,  Monroe  county,  and  his  education 
was  begun  in  the  district  schools  of  that  section. 
Later  he  attended  a polytechnic  institution  and  the 
Normal  School  at  lvutztown,  on  leaving  which 
he  taught  five  terms  in  Monroe  county.  In 
the  fall  of  1893  he  entered  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, graduating  from  the  veterinary  depart- 
ment in  1897,  since  when  he  has  been  in  active  prac- 
tice at  East  Stroudsburg,  meeting  with  success  from 
the  start.  He  is  popular  among  his  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  although  not  an  office-seeker 
he  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  the  issues  of  the 
day.  He  is  unmarried. 

A.  D.  WHITING.  Industrial  advancement 
implies  hard  work.  It  is  the  common  experience 
that  the  sturdy  and  successful  men  in  the  various 
manufacturing  trades  have  won  their  way  upward 
by  the  hard  and  persistent  blows  of  labor.  The 
well-known  wagonmaker  and  blacksmith  of  West 
Lenox,  Susquehanna  county,  whose  name  appears 
above,  is  no  exception  to  this  rule.  He  is  an  indus- 
trious and  skillful  artisan,  and  by  his  application 
and  ability  has  built  up  a most  flourishing  trade  in 
general  repair  work.  His  busy  shop  is  the  center  of 
industrial  activity  in  the  village  where  it  is  now 
located. 

John  T.  Whiting,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a native  of  Massachusetts.  He  there 

married  Eliza  H , and  with  his  wife  and 

family  migrated  to  Harford  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  where  until  his  death  he  followed  farming 
in  connection  with  his  trade  as  a rake-maker.  His 
family  consisted  of  nine  children. 

Josiah  Whiting,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1824,  in  Massachusetts,  and  when  a small 
boy  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Susquehanna 
county.  He  married  Malinda  Walker,  who  was 
born  in  Gibson  township,  daughter  of  Willard 
Walker.  Josiah  Whiting  first  bought  the  property 
in  Herrick  township,  where  for  some  years  he  fol- 
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lowed  farming.  He  then  purchased  twenty-four 
acres  of  improved  land  in  Lenox  township,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  until  he  died,  in  April,  1898,  when 
aged  seventy-four  years.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years.  In  politics  Josiah  Whiting  was  a Re- 
publican ; both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  A.  D.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  John  I., 

employed  in  the  car  shops  at  Scranton ; William  E., 
a farmer  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lenox  township ; 
Nancy  Jane,  who  married  Lewis  Decker,  of  Car- 
bondale,  Penn.,  and  is  now  deceased ; and  Eugene, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

A.  D.  Whiting,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Lenox 
township,  October  30,  1852.  He  grew  up  on  the 
farm  and  his  educational  advantages  were  slight. 
He  early  in  life  became  intimately  acquainted  with 
hard  work  and  has  ever  since  maintained  that 
friendship.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he 
went  to  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.,  and  there  worked  in  the 
repair  shops,  receiving  the  foundation  for  his  trade, 
wagonmaking  and  blacksmithing.  At  Kirkwood 
he  remained  two  years,  then  went  to  Lenoxville, 
where  for  a year  and  a half  he  was  engaged  in  shoe- 
making and  wagon  work.  He  then  came  to  West 
Lenox,  purchased  three  and  one-half  acres  of  land, 
and  in  1892  built  his  house  and  shops,  and  now 
conducts  a very  successful  business  as  wagonmaker 
and  blacksmith. 

Mr.  Whiting  was  married  (first),  in  Auburn 
township,  to  Florence  Welch.  After  her  death  he 
married,  in  Lenox  township,  Lorinda  Decker, 
daughter  of  John  C.  Decker.  His  third  and  pres- 
ent wife  was  formerly  Miss  Louisa  Tanner,  daugh- 
ter of  M.  Tanner,  of  Flarford  township.  He  has 
three  children:  Glenn,  born  in  1886;  Luther;  and 

Stella.  In  politics  Mr.  Whiting  is  a Republican. 
He  is  an  attendant  and  supporter  of  the  Church 
and  is  interested  in  all  matters  of  public  improve- 
ment. He  ranks  as  a progressive,  earnest  and  suc- 
cessful citizen,  and  possesses  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  a wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 

GEORGE  SITAEFF,  at  this  writing  the  able 
and  popular  postmaster  at  Susquehanna,  is  a suc- 
cessful business  man  and  an  influential  citizen,  his 
sound  judgment  in  political  affairs  making  him  a 
valued  worker  in  the  local  Republican  organiza- 
tion. 

Mr.  Shaeff  was  born  December  14,  1854,  at 
Philadelphia,  and  belongs  to  a highly  respected 
family.  Flis  father,  the  late  M.  F.  Shaeff,  was  born 
in  1821,  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  for  some  years  followed  the  machinist’s 
trade.  In  1856  he  removed  to  Susquehanna  to  take 
a position  as  foreman  of  a gang  of  workmen  in  the 
Erie  railroad  shops,  a position  he  held  many  years. 
In  1863  he  entered  the  U.  S.  Navy,  being  assigned 
to  service  on  the  “Dictator,”  where  he  remained 
one  year,  but  on  his  return  home  resumed  his  work 
with  the  Erie  company  and  continued  with  it  until 
his  retirement.  Politically  he  was  a Republican, 


and  he  was  'active  in  fraternal  society  work  as  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Masonic  order. 
His  death  occurred  in  1894,  and  his  wife,  Eliza  H. 
Harvey,  who  was  born  in  1823,  died  in  1890.  They 
had  three  children,  namely : Hiram,  Elizabeth 

(wife  of  Oscar  Thompson)  and  George. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Susquehanna,  and  as  a young  man  he  learned  the 
machinist’s  trade,  which  he  followed  from  1875  to 
1879.  He  then  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  busi- 
ness, and  later  he  carried  on  a bakery  in  addition 
to  the  other  enterprise.  On  April  1,  1898,  he  was 
appointed  postmaster,  and  he  has  since  devoted  his 
attention  to  the  duties  of  that  position,  relinquish- 
ing his  private  business.  His  wife,  formerly  Miss 
Kate  O’Connell,  is  a native  of  Susquehanna,  born 
in  1868,  and  they  are  prominent  in  social  life  in  the 
city,  Mr.  Shaeff  being  identified  with  various  fra- 
ternal orders,  including  the  Knights  Templar. 

JOHN  SMITH.  There  is  probably  no  man 
in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county,  wider  or 
more  favorably  known  than  Mr.  Smith,  who  has 
spent  almost  his  entire  life  there,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  important  factors  in  its  progress  and 
development. 

A native  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  our  subject 
was  born  April  16,  1827,  a son  of  William  and 
Leona  (Kittle)  Smith.  The  father  was  born  in 
Germany,  and  in  1803,  when  a lad  of  six  years,  was 
brought  to  the  New  World  by  his  parents,  Jonas 
and  Mary  Smith,  who  first  located  in  Bethel,  Penn., 
but  later  removed  to  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where 
they  continued  to  make  their  home  throughout  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  By  occupation  the  grand- 
father was  a farmer.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  a native  of  Sussex  county,  and  died  there  in 
1833.  The  same  year  the  father  left  that  State, 
coming  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  taking 
up  280  acres  of  wild  land  in  Jessup  township,  to 
the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  he  de- 
voted his  time  and  attention  until  he  laid  aside  busi- 
ness cares.  There  he  died  October  4,  1867,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  With  the  exception  of  our  subject, 
all  his  children  are  now  deceased.  They  were  as 
follows : Sarah,  wife  of  Richard  Harris ; Rachel, 

wife  of  Harmon  Harris ; Jonas,  who  laid  down  his 
life  on  the  altar  of  his  country  during  the  Civil 
war ; Mary,  wife  of  Andrew  Canfield ; Barbara, 
who  never  married;  John,  our  subject;  and  Daniel, 
who  married  and  reared  a family. 

John  Smith,  of  this  review,  was  six  years  old 
when  the  family  located  upon  his  present  farm,  and 
during  his  boyhood  and  youth  he  aided  in  the  ardu- 
ous task  of  clearing  the  wild  land  and  transforming 
it  into  highly  cultivated  fields.  With  the  exception 
of  two  years,  when  working  for  neighboring  farm- 
ers, he  continued  to  aid  in  the  work  of  the  old 
homestead  until  his  marriage.  For  many  years 
thereafter  he  was  actively  engaged  in  its  operation, 
but  is  now  practically  living  retired,  leaving  the 
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more  arduous  labors  to  younger  hands.  He  has 
always  been  a supporter  of  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  aspired  to 
office,  though  he  served  for  two-  terms  as  school 
director,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  election 
board.  His  duties  of  citizenship,  however,  have 
always  been  most  faithfully  performed,  and  he  is 
justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  useful  and 
valuable  citizens  of  the  township. 

In  August,  1848,  in  Rush  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Arminda  Cronk,  a native  of  Dutchess 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  her  parents,  William  and 
Sally  (Myers)  Cronk,  were  also  born.  They  came 
to  Susquehanna  county  at  an  early  day,  and  here 
the  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-live  years,  the  mother  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety.  He  was  one  of  the  defend- 
ers of  the  country  in  the  war  of  1812.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Smith,  Rensselaer  and  John,  all  de- 

ceased ; Jacob,  a resident  of  Rush  township ; Har- 
riet (widow  of  William  Cronk),  now  a resident  of 
Union,  N.  Y. ; Arminda,  wife  of  our  subject;  Mary 
A.  (deceased),  who  married  (first)  M.  Laford,  and 
(second)  H.  Osburn ; and  Samuel  E.,  deceased. 
Mrs.  Smith's  grandfather  was  Jacob  Cronk.  Her 
great-grandfather  was  Jacob  Cronkite  (as  the  name 
was  then  spelled),  a native  of  Holland,  and  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  this  country.  Her  mater- 
nal grandparents  were  John  and  Mary  (Smith) 
Myers,  who  were  lifelong  residents  of  Dutchess 
county,  New  York. 

ISAAC  BONEAR.  The  fertile  soil  of  this 
section  has  attracted  an  enterprising  class  of  agri- 
culturists among  whom  a high  type  of  citizenship 
prevails,  and  the  history  of  this  well-known  resi- 
dent of  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county,  is 
deserving  of  a prominent  place  in  a volume  which 
will  preserve  for  future  generations  an  account  of 
its  leading  men.  Mr.  Bonear  for  many  years  has  de- 
voted his  attention  to  the  science  of  agriculture,  and 
his  farm  near  Cherry  Ridge  is  the  largest  estate 
in  that  township.  His  residence,  the  only  brick 
dwelling-house  in  the  locality,  is  a handsome  and 
commodious  one,  two  stories  and  a half  in  height, 
and  its  elegant  furnishings  indicate  artistic  taste 
as  well  as  wealth. 

Mr.  Bonear  was  born  March  9,  1824,  in  Corn- 
wall, England,  the  home  of  his  ancestors  for  gener- 
ations past.  Thomas  Bonear,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a highly  respected  resident  of  that 
locality,  and  throughout  his  life  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  Moses  Bonear,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  in  Cornwall,  and 
was  married  there  to  Miss  Catherine  M^y,  a native 
of  the  same  neighborhood,  born  October  9,  1796. 
In  1832  they  came  to  America,  and  in  June  of  that 
year  arrived  at  Honesdale,  where  Moses  Bonear 
died  two  weeks  later,  on  July  1,  1832,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three.  He  had  been  extensively  engaged  in 
farming  in  England  and  it  was  his  intention  to 


locate  permanently  in  Ohio,  but  his  early  death  cut 
short  a most  promising  career.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  was  held  in  high  es- 
teem by  all  who'  knew  him.  His  remains  now  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  Honesdale.  His  widow  mar- 
ried a second  husband,  Richard  Varcoe,  and  her 
death  occurred  at  Cherry  Ridge,  May  20,  1854. 

Moses  and  Catherine  Bonear  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Jane,  born  January  18,  1811,  died 

June  20,  1831  ; Francis,  born  December  24,  1817, 
is  a farmer  in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne 
county ; Thomas,  born  March  22,  1820,  died  Sep- 
tember 17,  1888,  in  Cherry  Ridge  township;  Will- 
iam, born  March  20,  1822,  died  in  England;  Isaac, 
our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  farther  on; 
Ann,  born  February  22,  1826,  married  Joel  Miller, 
both  now  deceased ; Elizabeth,  born  May  22,  1828, 
married  Henry  French,  of  Jersey  City,  both  now 
deceased;  and  Rebecca  S.,  born  November  4,  1830, 
is  the  widow  of  1.  R.  Schenck,  of  Honesdale. 

As  our  subject  was  but  a child  when  his  par- 
ents came  to  this  country  his  youth  was  mainly 
spent  in  Wayne  county.  His  management  of  his 
extensive  estate,  consisting  of  190  acres  adjoining 
the  old  homestead,  has  been  most  successful,  and 
he  is  now  the  wealthiest  man  in  his  township.  In 
1847  he  cut  away  the  timber  to  build  his  first  home, 
which  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from  his 
present  elegant  residence,  which  was  built  in  1867. 
He  obtained  only  the  common-school  education  of 
that  day,  but  his  ability  and  sound  judgment  are 
appreciated  by  his  fellow  citizens,  who  have  fre- 
quently chosen  him  to  township  offices,  and  he  is 
an  influential  worker  in  the  local  Republican  or- 
ganization. On  October  6,  1847,  he  was  married, 
in  Cherry  Ridge  township,  to  Miss  Cordelia  Rob- 
erts, and  four  children  have  blessed  the  union  : ( 1 ) 
Maria  C.,  born  September  22,  1848,  died  in  infancy. 
(2)  Sarah  D.,  born  April  4,  1850,  married  George 
Van  Winkle,  a resident  of  Jersey  City,  and  died 
June  30,  1896,  leaving  two  children — Cordelia  Jane 
and  George  Isaac.  (3)  Ann  Elizabeth,  born  Au- 
gust 15,  1857,  married  George  H.  Sandercock,  an 
agriculturist  of  Cherry  Ridge  township,  and  has 
three  sons — Isaac  Bonear,  George  S.,  and  Ray. 
(4)  Rose  Ada,  born  July  9,  1866,  married  Mead 
Sandercock,  brother  of  the  above,  and  both  brothers 
now  occupy  portions  of  the  old  Sandercock  home- 
stead in  Cherry  Ridge  township. 

Mrs.  Bonear  was  born  March  19,  1820,  at 
Milford,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  descended  from 
an  old  Colonial  family,  her  great-grandfather,  Hugh 
Roberts,  a Quaker,  having  come  to  America  with 
William  Penn.  He  was  a brave  man,  and  notwith- 
standing the  peaceful  tendencies  of  his  religious 
sect,  he  did  so  much  notable  service  as  a messenger 
of  General  Washington  that  a price  was  set  upon 
his  head  by  the  English  government,  and  his  war 
record  cost  him  his  standing  as  a speaker  in  Quaker 
meeting.  At  one  time  a large  party  of  searchers 
came  to  his  house  to  find  him  and  his  wife,  who  was 
evidently  as  courageous  as  he ; she  insisted  upon 
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hiding  him  in  an  old-fashioned  brick  oven,  and  with 
ready  sagacity  started  a small  fire  under  the  oven 
in  order  to  deceive  the  pursuers,  and  the  plan  hap- 
pily succeeded.  This  worthy  couple  had  a son, 
Mordica  Roberts  (2),  Mrs.  Bonear  s grandfather, 
who  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Pennsylvania. 
William  Roberts,  Mrs.  Bonear's  father,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  followed 
farming  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1833,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-five,  his  remains 
being  interred  at  Milford.  Pfis  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Maria  Hornbeck,  was  born  in  1800,  in 
Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  died  in  that  county,  in 
1S57,  being  buried  at  Lackawaxen.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
their  excellent  qualities  of  character  won  the  esteem 
of  their  associates.  The  Hornbeck  family  became 
identified  with  New  Jersey  at  an  early  date,  and 
Tobias  and  Catherine  Hornbeck,  Mrs.  Bonear's 
grandparents  on  the  maternal  side,  were  early  set- 
tlers at  Milford,  Penn.  To  William  and  Maria 
Roberts  six  children  were  born,  as  follows : Lucy 

A.,  died  at  Purdytown,  Penn. ; Cordelia,  wife  of 
our  subject;  James,  who  died  in  infancy;  William, 
a farmer  at  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y. ; John  and  Mor- 
dica, both  deceased,  are  buried  at  Cherry  Ridge. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bonear  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  have  traveled  ex- 
tensively through  the  East,  visiting  Washington, 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  City.  Although  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-four,  Mr.  Bonear  is  bright 
and  active,  still  superintending  his  estate  and  doing 
a share  of  the  labor  himself. 

FRANKLIN  PIERCE  BLAKESLEE,  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  influential  citizens  of  Toby- 
hanna  township,  Monroe  county,  is  an  important  fac- 
tor in  business  circles,  and  his  popularity  is  well  de- 
served, as  in  him  are  embraced,  the  characteristics  of 
an  unbending  integrity,  unabated  energy  and  indus- 
try that  never  flags.  As  a public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising citizen  of  the  community,  he  is  thoroughly 
interested  in  whatever  tends  h>  promote  its  moral, 
intellectual  and  material  welfare. 

The  Blakeslee  family  in  America  was  founded 
during  Colonial  times  by  three  brothers,  one  of 
whom  located  in  Virginia,  and  another  in  Vermont, 
while  Austin,  from  whom  the  Monroe  county 
branch  is  descended,  took  up  his  residence  in  Con- 
necticut. Jacob  Blakeslee,  our  subject’s  grand- 
father, was  born  near  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  when 
a young  man  came  to  Pennsylvania,  locating  in  the 
Susquehanna  Valley.  In  Wilkes  Barre  he  married 
Rachel  White,  a native  of  New  Jersey  and  a daugh- 
ter of  John  White,  an  Irishman,  who  was  pressed 
into  the  English  service  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  but  deserted  and  joined  Washington’s  troops. 
At  a very  early  day  Jacob  Blakeslee  came  to  Monroe 
county  and  settled  in  Tobyhanna  township,  where 
he  took  up  a tract  of  land  and  followed  lumbering 
and  farming.  Here  both  he  and  his  wife  died. 

Jacob  Blakeslee,  Jr.,  our  subject’s  father,  was 


born  in  Tobyhanna  township,  and  there  spent  his 
entire  life  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  He 
owned  several  thousand  acres  of  timber  land,  of 
which  he  cleared  and  improved  about  300  acres, 
and,  in  connection  with  his  other  business,  con- 
ducted a country  store  at  Blakeslee,  which  place  was 
named  in  his  honor.  He  was  the  first  postmaster 
at  that  place,  and  also  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  a great  many  years,  continuing  in  both  offices 
until  his  death.  For  a number  of  years  he  was 
also  interested  in  the  lumber  business,  at  White 
Haven,  Penn.,  but  during  his  last  days  lived  re- 
tired from  active  pursuits,  giving  his  attention  to 
his  official  duties  and  to  the  management  of  his 
farm.  He  married  Miss  Clarissa  Winter,  a daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Sanders)  Winter.  Both 
were  earnest,  consistent  Christians,  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Tobyhanna  town- 
ship, of  which  Mr.  Blakeslee  was  a trustee  and  a 
member  of  the  building  committee  at  the  time  of  the 
erection  of  the  house  of  worship.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his 
community,  was  a supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  held  all  of  the  minor  offices  in  the  town- 
ship. He  died  June  25,  1896,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  the  eldest  of  the 
family  of  eleven  children ; Austin  is  superintendent 
of  the  Jefferson  Coal  Company  and  resides  in  Jeff- 
erson county,  Penn. ; Malville  is  deceased ; Howard 
is  also  deceased ; Emily  resides  in  Tobyhanna  town- 
ship ; Harriette  is  the  wife  of  A.  O.  Williams,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  now  located  at  Clif- 
ford, Penn. ; Stewart  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness in  Jefferson  county;  Cora  F.  is  the  wife  of 
James  F.  Warner,  a merchant  and  postmaster  at 
Blakeslee;  Rachel,  a resident  of  Philadelphia;  Al- 
bert, who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years ; and 
Josephine,  who  has  been  a teacher  for  several  years, 
is  now  employed  in  Allegheny  College,  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  Tobyhanna  township, 
Franklin  P.  Blakeslee  was  born  July  20,  1853,  and 
was  there  reared  to  manhood,  assisting  his  father 
in  farming  and  lumbering  when  not  in  school.  He 
was  provided  with  good  educational  advantages. 
After  attending  the  common  schools  he  became  a 
student  at  the  Wyoming  (Penn.)  Seminary,  from 
which,  after  completing  the  commercial  course,  he 
was  graduated.  On  January  3,  1883,  at  White 
Haven,  Luzerne  county,  he  was  married,  by  Rev. 
James  Borman,  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  to  Miss 
Jennie  E.  Torbert,  who  was  born  April  8,  1863,  at 
Thornhurst,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Clara  (Scott)  Torbert.  Her  father  was  born  at 
White  Haven,  and  was  killed  during  the  Civil  war, 
while  her  mother  was  born  at  Thornhurst,  and  died 
in  1872.  The  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are:  Helen  Virginia,  Austin  Torbert,  Edwin 

Howard,  Clarissa  Scott,  Harriette  Irene  and  Jerome 
Scott,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Blakeslee,  at  an  early  age,  became  inter- 
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ested  in  his  father’s  business  and  became  part  owner 
of  the  same,  in  1892  he  came  into  possession  of 
365  acres  of  land  in  Tobyhanna  township,  100  acres 
of  which  had  been  cleared  and  converted  into  a fine 
farm.  Here  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising,  and  has  a large  herd 
of  cattle,  including  forty-five  calves,  b or  five 
years  he  conducted  a store  at  Blakeslee,  on  his  own 
account,  and  he  still  follows  lumbering  during  the 
winter  months.  He  is  a most  enterprising  and 
progressive  business  man  and  has  been  remarkably 
successful  in  his  undertakings. 

Socially  Mr.  Blakeslee  is  a member  of  the  Sons 
of  Temperance,  and  politically  he  is  a prominent 
representative  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
been  honored  with  a number  of  local  offices,  having 
been  auditor  two  terms,  school  director  two  terms, 
assessor  eight  years  and  census  enumerator  one 
year.  At  one  time  his  name  came  before  the  con- 
vention for  nomination  for  representative  in  the 
State  Legislature.  There  was  a tie  between  the 
candidates  and  the  choice  was  left  to  a referee,  who 
decided  in  favor  of  Dr.  Shull,  of  Stroudsburg. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blakeslee  are  active  and  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  he  is  a local  preacher,  and  he  has  also 
served  as  trustee  and  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent. 

HENRY  B.  COURTRIGHT,  proprietor  of 
“Mountain  Cottage,”  has  selected  an  ideally  beau- 
tiful spot  for  his  home,  and  an  appreciative  group 
of  guests  from  the  neighboring  cities  make  a 
practice  of  spending  the  summer  months  amid  its 
attractions.  The  house,  which  was  recently  com- 
pleted with  all  modern  improvements,  will  accom- 
modate about  twenty  boarders,  and  the  farm  of  100 
acres  provides  a bountiful  supply  of  fresh  fruits, 
vegetables  and  other  seasonable  food  for  the  table. 
As  it  is  only  two  miles  from  Cresco  station,  on  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad,  it  is 
easily  accessible,  being  only  three  hours’  ride  from 
New  York  City  and  four  from  Philadelphia.  Lo- 
cated on  Pocono  Mountain,  2,000  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  the  air  is  healthful  and  invigorating, 
while  charming  views  in  all  directions  tempt  the 
visitor  to  long  walks  or  drives,  carriages  and  horses 
being  ready  at  all  times. 

Mr.  Courtright  belongs  to  a well-known  pio- 
neer family  of  this  locality.  His  grandfather 
Courtright  built  the  first  stone  house  in  Monroe 
county,  near  the  Delaware  river,  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  present  village  of  Shawnee,  where  he  made 
his  permanent  home,  his  death  occurring  there. 
His  wife  died  at  the  home  of  one  of  their  daughters 
in  Luzerne  county.  This  worthy  couple  had  five 
children,  namely : ( 1 ) Oliver  is  a farmer  near 

Shawnee,  on  the  New  Jersey  side  of  the  Delaware 
river,  and  has  five  children.  (2)  John  (deceased) 
was  formerly  a resident  of  Lackawanna  county. 
He  married  and  had  six  children.  (3)  Jacob  is  a 
farmer  in  Mountain  Valley,  Luzerne  county,  and 


has  two  daughters.  (4)  Susan  married  George  W. 
Ace,  of  Luzerne  county,  and  has  two  sons — Will- 
iam and  Verne,  who  are  both  married  and  engaged 
in  farming.  (5)  George  is  referred  to  farther  on. 

George  Courtright,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and 
was  reared  as  a farmer  boy,  receiving  a limited 
education  in  the  local  schools.  In  early  manhood 
he  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  but  after  his  mar- 
riage they  settled  upon  a farm  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship. He  was  drowned  while  attempting  to  cross 
Twelve-Mile  Pond  on  the  ice.  His  wife,  Maria 
(Huffman),  survived  him  and  afterward  married 
Abram  Hatterman,  of  Paradise  township,  but  is 
now  deceased.  She  had  three  children,  all  by  the 
first  marriage,  who  were:  (1)  Benjamin  (de- 

ceased), formerly  a resident  of  Hyde  Park,  married 
Miss  Eva  Wheeler,  of  Scranton,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren— William  and  Benjamin,  who  reside  in  Scran- 
ton, and  Stella,  a resident  of  Mountain  Valley. 
(2)  Henry  B.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
farther  on.  (3)  Sarah  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  September,  i860,  at 
the  old  home  in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, and  after  his  mother’s  second  marriage  he  re- 
sided for  some  years  at  the  Hatterman  homestead. 
Paradise  township.  At  eighteen  he  engaged  in 
blacksmithing,  which  he  followed  for  some  time, 
and  later  he  was  engaged  for  two  years  in  farming. 
In  1880  he  established  a mercantile  business  at 
Swiftwater,  where  he  remained  eight  years.  He 
sold  the  business  to  Mr.  Hatterman  and  later  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ace,  who  now  con- 
ducts it.  In  1888  Mr.  Courtright  removed  to  Pen 
Argyl,  Northampton  county,  engaging  in  general 
mercantile  business  there,  and  purchasing  a resi- 
dence, but  in  1893  he  sold  out  and  bought  his  pres- 
ent homestead  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty, formerly  known  as  the  Tobias  Sutzer  farm. 
His  management  of  the  place  shows  rare  business 
judgment,  and  he  has  already  won  a place  among  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 

In  1883  Mr.  Courtright  was  married  to  Miss 
Emma  Shook,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Shook,  natives  of  Northampton  county,  and  now 
highly  esteemed  residents  of  Paradise  township, 
Monroe  county.  Mrs.  Courtright,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  Northampton  county,  is  a woman  of  re- 
finement, and  has  been  an  able  helpmeet  to  her  hus- 
band in  his  enterprise.  They  have  five  children, 
namely:  Laura  M.,  Bertha  M.,  Floyd  P.,  Verio 

LI.  and  Albert  M.,  who  are  all  attending  the  public 
schools.  The  Courtright  family  has  always  been 
active  in  religious  work,  and  Mr.  Courtright  and 
his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  in  Paradise  township,  Monroe  county,  to 
which  he  gives  liberally  of  his  time  and  means.  At 
present  he  is  a trustee,  and  for  some  time  he  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school.  His  genial 
and  kindly  manner  has  made  him  a host  of  friends, 
and  as  a citizen  he  is  held  in  high  esteem.  Polit- 
ically, he  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  actively  inter- 
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ested  in  local  affairs ; he  has  frequently  been  chosen 
to  office,  being  at  present  overseer  of  the  poor  and 
school  director. 

MRS.  MARY  ELIZABETH  MILLER  is  a 
lady  of  more  than  ordinary  business  ability  and 
marked  intelligence,  and  is  distinguished  for  the 
tact  and  energy  she  has  displayed  in  the  management 
of  her  farm  in  Jackson  township. 

Mrs.  Miller  was  born  January  6,  1838,  in  Jack- 
son  township,  Monroe  county,  and  is  a granddaugh- 
ter of  John  Wolbert,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
county.  Lie  was  born  and  reared  near  Philadel- 
phia, and  when  young'  came  with  his  parents  to  Mon- 
roe county,  locating  in  Hamilton  township,  where 
his  father  purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming. 
In  that  township  John  Wolbert  married  Polly 
Meizner,  a native  of  Hamilton  township ; soon  after 
his  marriage,  however,  moving  to  Jackson  township 
and  taking'  up  a tract  of  500  acres  of  wild  land, 
which  he  commenced  to  prepare  for  farming'  pur- 
poses. He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
She  died  in  1842,  aged  sixty  years,  and  he  departed 
this  life  in  1863,  at  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety- 
three.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
six  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  Joseph  Wol- 
bert, father  of  our  subject,  was  the  youngest.  He 
was  born  in  Jackson  township  in  December,  1818, 
and  on  reaching  manhood  engaged  in  farming 
there  for  many  years.  In  his  native  township  he 
married  Elizabeth  Setzer,  who  was  born  in  Hamil- 
ton township,  Monroe  county,  October  16,  1820, 
a daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Kerr)  Setzer, 
also  natives  of  Hamilton  township,  where  they  spent 
their  entire  lives ; they  were  farming  people.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolbert  were  born  two  children : 
Mary  E.,  our  subject;  and  Charles,  who  is  repre- 
sented elsewhere,  and  with  whom  the  parents  now 
make  their  home. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  Miss  Mary  E.  Wol- 
bert was  united  in  marriage  with  Levi  Miller,  and 
to  them  were  born  two  children:  Franklin,  who  is 

mentioned  below;  and  Mary  E.,  who  is  represented 
elsewhere.  For  thirty  years  Mrs.  Miller  has  pro- 
vided for  her  own  support,  spending  nine  years  of 
that  time  in  New  York  City.  In  1894  she  returned 
to  Jackson  township  and  received  her  portion  of  the 
old  homestead,  on  which  she  has  built  a house  and 
now  resides,  while  directing  and  assisting  in  the 
operation  of  her  farm  of  thirty-one  acres.  Mrs. 
Miller  is  assisted  in  this  labor  by  Henry  Vande- 
water,  who  was  born  in  New  York  City  May  23, 
1845,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  For  two  years 
during  the  Civil  war  he  was  a soldier  in  the  Union 
army,  first  as  a member  of  Company  E,  12th  New 
York  State  Militia,  and  later  as  a member  of  Com- 
pany L,  13th  New  York  Cavalry.  He  participated 
in  twenty-five  engagements,  and  was  captured  in 
1862  at  ^Harper’s  Ferry,  being  nearly  starved  to 
death  during  his  imprisonment.  During  his  youth 
he  learned  the  printer's  trade  in  New  York  City, 


where  he  followed  same  for  thirty  years,  and  later 
he  was  employed  on  several  of  the  Stroudsburg 
papers  for  some  years.  In  political  belief  he  is  a 
Democrat  His  father,  Henry  Vandewater,  a whole- 
sale grocer  of  New  York  City,  married  Caroline  Bell, 
a daughter  of  Henry  W.  Bell,  a veteran  of  the  war 
of  1812. 

Franklin  Miller,  son  of  our  subject,  was  born 
January  12,  1861,  in  Jackson  township,  where  he 
was  reared,  and  he  began  his  business  career  in 
the  lumber  woods  of  the  northern  part  of  Monroe- 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  for  five  years.  He 
then  bought  ninety-nine  acres  of  land  m Jackson 
township,  and  still  owns  eighty-eight  acres,  on  which 
he  now  resides,  his  time  being  devoted  to  general 
farming  and  stock  raising.  He  has  placed  fifty 
acres  under  excellent  cultivation  and  is  meeting  with 
good  success  in  his  undertakings.  He  was  married 
at  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  in  1889,  to  Miss 
Anna  Laura  Workeisher,  a native  of  Tannersville, 
Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  James  and  Sally  (Daily) 
Workeisher.  They  have  had  children  as  follows  : El- 
mer, Harvey  Arlington,  Edith  Catherine,  May  Ethel 
and  Cora  Alice.  The  parents  both  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Reformed  Church;  Mr.  Miller  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  he  has  never  been  an  as- 
pirant for  political  honors. 

C.  D.  MILLARD.  Among  the  well-to-do 
farmers  of  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
men  who  have  clung  to  the  soil  and  won  indepen- 
dence and  success  and  who  rank  high  in  the  commun- 
ity, any  list  would  be  incomplete  that  did  not  con- 
tain the  name  of  our  subject.  For  three  genera- 
tions the  family  has  been  identified  with  Susque- 
hanna county. 

Josiah  Millard,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
lived  for  some  years  in  Lenox  township  and  died  in 
Lathrop  township,  aged  seventy  years.  Stephen  J. 
Millard,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
1819,  in  Lenox  township,  and  was  there  reared  on 
the  farm.  He  married  Polly  Felton,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Abigail  (Stephens)  Felton,  and  farmed 
'through  life  a tract  of  100  acres  which  was  wild 
land  when  he  acquired  it.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  He  died  in  1859,  aged  forty  years,  and 
his  wife  survived  until  1897,  when  she  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Sally,  wife  of  P.  R.  Carpenter,  of  Hall- 

stead;  C.  D. ; F.  C.  a farmer  of  Wyoming  county; 
Edwin  P.,  who  died  when  four  years  of  age;  and 
F.  M.,  of  Glenwood. 

C.  D.  Millard,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Nicholson  township,  Wyoming  county,  December 
25,  1843.  He  was  reared  on  a farm  in  Lenox  town- 
ship. He  enlisted  March  30,  1864,  in  Company  G, 
187th  P.  Y.  L,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
participating  in  the  active  campaign  before  Peters- 
burg and  on  the  Weldon  Railroad.  He  married 
Miss  Louisa  C.  Felton,  a native  of  Lathrop  town- 
ship, and  the  daughter  of  William  and  Elsie 
(Stephens)  Felton,  and  to  them  have  come  six  chil- 
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dren,  namely : Bert,  a carpenter,  of  Scranton ; 

Edwin  R.,  at  home;  Bell,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years ; Elsie,  at  home ; Agnes,  who  died 
young;  and  Merrill,  at  home.  Since  the  age  of 
sixteen  our  subject  has  won  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  Ele  had  attained  that  age  when  his  father 
died,  and  as  the  eldest  boy  of  the  family  responsi- 
bility fell  early  upon  his  shoulders.  He  not  only  was 
obliged  to  look  out  for  himself,  but  for  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  as  well.  For  nine  years  he  con- 
tinued to  operate  a small  farm,  and  the  labors  and 
cares  of  his  young  manhood  developed  those 
sterling  traits  of  character  which  have  since  materi- 
ally aided  him  in  his  career.  He  first  bought  a farm 
of  forty  acres  in  Lenox  township,  one-half  of  it 
being  cleared,  and  in  1890  he  moved  to  Lathrop 
township,  where  he  now  owns  fifty-seven  acres  and 
where  he  is  engaged  in  general  dairy  farming  and 
in  teaming.  He  is  a member  of  Beilup  Post,  No. 
392,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican  and  he 
has  filled  various  local  offices,  including  those  of 
supervisor  in  Lenox  township,  and  school  director 
in  Lathrop. 

MRS.  CLARA  LABES,  a most  estimable  lady, 
now  successfully  conducting  a hotel  in  Tafton,  Pike 
county,  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  July  8,  i860, 
the  youngest  child  of  Gustaf  and  Lena  (Rosencky) 
Schultz. 

Mrs.  Labes’  father  was  born  near  Berlin, 
Prussia,  September  29,  1820,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  followed  the  shoemaker's  trade  for 
several  years.  In  Prussia  he  was  married,  May  4, 
1845,  to  Lena  Rosencky,  a daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Carrie  (Giese)  Rosencky,  her  family  being 
Polish  people  of  noble  birth  who  were  driven  out 
of  their  native  land  during  the  Polish  wars.  With 
their  family  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schultz  emigrated  to 
America,  landing  in  New  York  June  21,  1864,  and 
they  made  their  home  in  that  city  until  1879,  which 
year  witnessed  their  arrival  in  Palmyra  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.  There  the  father  died  November  3, 
1889.  The  family  consisted  of  children  as  follows: 
Lena,  wife  of  Robert  Gantzberg,  a business  man  of 
West  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  has  one  daughter,  Laura; 
Oscar  died  in  Hoboken,  N.  J. ; Hugo  died  in  Ger- 
many, while  young;  Gustaf  and  Richard  also  died 
in  that  country;  Clara,  Mrs.  Labes,  is  our  subject. 

Mrs.  Labes  was  only  four  years  old  when 
brought  by  her  parents  to  the  United  States,  and 
in  New  York  City  she  grew  to  womanhood.  She 
was  married,  at  Tafton,  Palmyra  township,  Pike 

Co.,  Penn.,  to  Otto  Labes,  a son  of  Otto  and  

(Funblessingh)  Labes.  Otto  Labes  was  born  in 
Germany  January  31,  1856,  and  served  as  a lieuten- 
ant in  the  German  army,  in  which  his  father  held  the 
rank  of  colonel.  He  was  a musician  of  marked 
ability,  and  lost  his  life  in  the  burning  of  a theatre 
February  20,  1888,  while  filling  an  engagement  at 
Hoboken,  N.  J.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Labes,  namely:  Lena,  born  September  4, 
1880,  is  at  home ; Martha,  born  March  9,  1882,  died 


September  5,  1882;  Otto,  born  March  5,  1884,  died 
January  12,  1888;  and  Clara,  born  October  8,  1885, 
and  Agnes,  born  October  21,  1886,  are  both  at 
home. 

A woman  of  more  than  ordinary  business  abil- 
ity, Mrs.  Labes  has  met  with  excellent  success  in  the 
management  of  her  hotel  at  Tafton.  It  attracts 
many  city  boarders,  as  the  accommodations  are  first- 
class  and  ample,  and  the  scenery  of  the  surrounding 
country  both  wild  and  beautiful.  Mrs.  Labes  and 
her  eldest  daughter  hold  membership  in  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  Church  at  Hawley,  Penn.,  and  are 
held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  them. 

JOHN  S.  BENNETT  is  one  of  the  success- 
ful agriculturists  of  Susquehanna  county,  being  the 
owner  of  a fine  homestead  of  128  acres  in  Gibson 
township,  and  another  farm  of  124  acres  in  Clifford 
township.  He  belongs  to  a well-known  family,  and 
was  born  December  24,  1839,  in  Gibson  township, 
a son  of  James  Bennett. 

James  Bennett,  a highly-respected  pioneer  of 
Gibson  township,  is  now  passing  his  declining  years 
upon  the  homestead,  which  he  cleared  in  the  midst 
of  the  wilderness,  and  his  memory  covers  the  entire 
period  of  the  development  of  that  locality.  He  was 
born  January  26,  1811,  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y., 
and  his  ancestors  were  early  settlers  in  that  State, 
his  paternal  grandparents  having  been  residents 
of  Orange  county.  Levi  Bennett,  his  father,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Orange  county,  removed  in  early 
manhood  to  Chenango  county,  and  in  1814  settled  in 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  clearing  a 
farm  and  engaging  in  agriculture.  He  died  there 
July  8,  1854,  aged  eighty  years,  and  his  wife,  Lida 
(Belcher),  who  was  also  a native  of  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  died  March  5,  1853.  Their  remains  were 
Interred  in  a private  cemetery  in  Gibson  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  Of  their  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, John  died  in  Kirkwood,  N.  Y. ; Betsey  mar- 
ried William  Moore,  of  Kirkwood;  Mary  Ann  mar- 
ried Willard  Walker,  of  Kirkwood;  Abby  married 
Isaac  Maxson,  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna 
county;  Nancy  married  Richard  Lewis,  of  Kirk- 
wood ; Jane  married  Charles  Davie,  of  Wisconsin ; 
William  died  in  Michigan;  James,  who  is  mentioned 
more  fully  farther  on,  is  the  only  survivor;  and 
George  died  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

As  the  son  of  a pioneer  farmer,  James  Bennett 
was  trained  to  hard  work.  Leaving  home  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  he  settled  in  Clifford  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  cleared  a farm  for  himself. 
In  1841  he  located  at  the  site  of  his  present  home- 
stead, and  since  improving  that  lie  has  cleared  an- 
other farm,  making  three  valuable  estates  redeemed 
from  the  wilderness  by  him.  Notwithstanding  his 
advanced  years,  he  is  in  excellent  health,  and  his 
sight  is  remarkably  good.  His  years  of  industry 
have  brought  him  their  due  reward,  and  in  his  last 
days  he  is  surrounded  by  comforts  cf  which  he  knew 
nothing  in  youth.  Politically  he  is  a Republican, 
and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a leading  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he 
held  the  office  of  deacon. 

On  June  2,  1831,  Mr.  Bennett  was  married,  m 
Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
Juliette  Sweet,  a native  of  New  Milford  township, 
that  county,  who  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Gibson  cemetery.  She 
was  a member  of  a well-known  family,  and  her 
parents,  John  and  Eliza  Sweet,  were  prominent  res- 
idents of  New  Milford  township.  Nine  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett,  as  follows : 
Edwin  B.  married  Rosannah  Kinne ; Levi  F . oper- 
ates his  father’s  old  homestead;  William  M.  married 
Mary  Wells,  and  died  in  February,  1864,  from 
black  fever;  Mary  E.  married  Robert  Ellis,  of  Gib- 
son township;  John  S.  is  mentioned  farther  on; 
Sarah  I.  married  Isaac  Morgan,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 2,  1897;  Julia  A.,  born  July  9,  1845,  married 
Morris  Davis,  a blacksmith  of  Uniondale,  Penn.; 
Amanda  A.,  born  May  14,  1848,  is  the  deceased  wife 
of  Merwin  Taft,  a farmer  of  Wayne  county;  and 
Harriet  A.,  born  July  31,  1852,  married  Dennis 
Card,  of  Uniondale,  Pennsylvania. 

During  his  boyhood  John  S.  Bennett  became 
familiar  with  the  details  of  farm  work,  and  when 
twenty-five  years  old  he  took  charge  of  the  home- 
stead.* At  twenty-eight  he  purchased  his  present 
homestead  in  Gibson  township,  where  he  is  regarded 
as  an  excellent  citizen,  and  where  he  has  been  promi- 
nent in  educational  affairs,  serving  six  years  as 
school  director.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party. 

In  1864  Mr.  Bennett  was  married  to  Miss 
Esther  Reece,  and  the  following  children  have 
brightened  their  home : Arthur  R.,  born  March  24, 
1866,  married  Miss  Anna  Decker,  and  resides  upon 
a farm  in  Clifford  township;  Grace  A.,  born  Jan- 
uary 28,  1869,  died  January  31,  1869;  Leona  M., 
born  October  5,  1871,  is  engaged  in  the  millinery 
business  at  Factoryville ; Harry  T.,  born  August 
9,  1874;  Wertley  E.,  born  July  3,  1876;  Hortense 
A.,  born  October  31,  1877,  resides  in  Factoryville; 
Vidie,  born  August  25,  1879,  *s  a school  teacher  in 
Gibson  township ; and  Portia  G.,  born  November  3, 
1880,  and  Daisy  D.,  born  September  3,  1882,  are 
at  home.  Mrs.  Bennett,  who  is  an  efficient  help- 
meet to  her  husband,  was  born  November  7,  1841, 
at  Carbondale,  Penn.,  daughter  of  Thomas  Reece. 
Her  paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Elizabeth 
Reece,  natives  of  Wales,  were  early  settlers  in 
Lackawanna  county.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  Blakely,  Penn. 
Thomas  Reece,  Mrs.  Bennett’s  father,  was  born 
in  Wales,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1858, 
locating  on  a farm  in  Gibson  township,  where  he 
died  in  1879,  aged  sixty  years.  He  was  married,  at 
Carbondale,  to  Mary  Harris,  a native  of  Wales, 

whose  parents,  John  and Harris,  lived  and  died 

in  the  old  country.  She  died  in  1869,  aged  fifty-one, 
and  the  remains  of  both  now  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  Carbondale.  They  were  devout  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  their  children  were 


reared  in  the  same  faith.  Their  family  consisted 
of  Elizabeth,  widow  of  G.  A.  Williams,  of  Olyphant, 
Penn.;  John,  who  died  in  Carbondale;  Ann,  who 
married  William  Hughes,  a farmer  of  LeRoy, 
Kans. ; Esther,  wife  of  our  subject;  Harriet,  wife 
of  Joshua  Richards,  of  Peckville,  Penn.;  Jane,  who 
married  Thomas  E.  Reynolds,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Henry  and  Benjamin,  residents  of  Olyphant;  and 
Permilla,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  months. 

JOSEPH  H.  PAGE,  a prominent  railroad  con- 
tractor and  a highly-esteemed  citizen  of  Brooklyn 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  is  also  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  was  born  July  29, 
1834,  in  Boston,  Mass. 

Mr.  Page  is  a son  of  Augustus  and  Mary 
(Wise)  Page,  also  natives  of  Boston,  whence  they 
removed  to  West  Fairlee,  Vt.,  in  1835,  making  their 
home  there  throughout  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died 
in  1857,  and  the  mother  in  1841,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  in  Vermont.  Their  children 
were : Mary  A.  died  unmarried ; Hannah  is  the 

wife  of  a Mr.  Stiles,  a retired  farmer  of  the  State  of 
New  York;  Francis,  a railroad  contractor  and 
builder,  died  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; W alter  died  in 
1899,  at  Bath,  N.  Y. ; Caroline  is  also'  deceased; 
Maria  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Brown,  a contractor 
and  builder  of  Boston,  Mass. ; Plumber,  a railroad 
contractor  and  builder,  died  in  1899,  at  Scranton; 
and  Joseph  H.  is  our  subject. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  on  the 
home  farm  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
commenced  working  in  a cotton  factory  in  Bos- 
ton. At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  Co., 
and  remained  with  them  until  1897,  making  new 
roads,  laying  switches,  etc.  He  also  ran  a gravel 
train  for  three  years.  Since  October,  1864,  he  has 
made  his  home  in  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  though  he  spent  one  year  as  a railroad  en- 
gineer at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  Since  leaving"  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  Co. 
he  has  continued  to  engage  in  contract  work,  and  is 
now  employed  on  the  construction  of  the  new  rail- 
road between  Carbondale  and  Honesdale,  Penn.  In 
business  affairs  he  is  prompt  and  notably  reliable, 
and  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he.  comes  in  contact.  Politically  he  is 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  socially 
he  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  Order. 

On  July  4,  i860,  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  Mr.  Page 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Fish,  and 
to  them  were  born  four  children,  namely : Lillis, 

now  the  wife  of  Tennyson  Tingley,  a railroad  man 
of  Hop  Bottom,  Penn. ; Herbert,  who  married  Etta 
Harding,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Brooklyn 
township ; Hayden,  who  married  Marie  McMillen, 
and  is  now  station  agent  at  Poyntelle,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn. ; and  Lena,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  and 
a half  years. 

Airs.  Sarah  (Fish)  Page  was  born  in  1837, 
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in  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county,  a daugh- 
ter of  Frederick  and  Ancy  (Race)  Fish,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Groton,  Conn.,  the  latter  of  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.  Both  died  in  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  the  father  in  1882,  aged  sev- 
enty-seven years,  the  mother  in  1853,  aged  forty- 
one,  and  they  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Universalist 
cemetery.  Frederick  Fish  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  in  his  family  were  four  children,  namely: 
John  is  deceased ; Malena  is  the  wife  of  L.  B.  Tif- 
fany, of  Brooklyn  township;  Sarah  (Mrs.  Joseph 
H.  Page)  ; and  William  is  a farmer  of  East  New 
Milford.  Mrs.  Page's  paternal  grandparents,  An- 
thony and  Hannah  (Chipman)  Fish,  came  from 
Groton,  Conn.,  to  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1813,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  here  as  farming  people.  Her  maternal  grand- 
parents, William  and  Abigail  (Loomis)  Race,  were 
natives  of  New  York  State  and  early  settlers  of 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  where  they  continued  to 
reside  throughout  life.  Mr.  Race  was  also  a farmer 
by  occupation. 

MOSES  COLE.  In  this  enlightened  age  when 
men  of  energy,  industry  and  merit  are  rapidly  push- 
ing their  wav  to  the  front,  those  who,  by  their  own 
individual  efforts  have  won  favor  and  fortune  may 
properly  claim  recognition.  Among  this  class  is 
Mr.  Cole,  who  is  to-day  one  of  the  leading  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  Clinton  township, 
Wayne  county. 

Mr.  Cole  was  born  October  8,  1837,  in  Corn- 
wall, England,  in  which  country  his  grandfather, 
Moses  Cole,  Sr.,  spent  his  entire  life.  The  father, 
William  Cole,  was  born  in  the  same  county,  in  1797, 
and  there  married  Miss  Frances  Uglow.  In  1851, 
with  his  wife  and  children,  he  came  to  America,  and 
after  landing  proceeded  to  Clinton  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  March  20,  1879.  His  children  were  Fannie, 
who  was  born  October  3,  1834,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years;  Moses,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  William,  who  was  born  October  5,  1840,  and  is 
now  residing  in  Carbondale,  Pennsylvania. 

To  a limited  extent  Moses  Cole  attended  the 
schools  of  his  native  land,  and  also  pursued  his 
studies  for  a time  in  the  schools  of  this  country,  but 
Is  almost  wholly  self-educated.  Upon  the  old  home- 
stead he  grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  agricultural  pursuits,  which  have 
claimed  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  throughout 
his  active  business  career.  For  some  time  he  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  for  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
Canal  Co.,  and  also  as  a cattle  dealer  shipped  stock 
from  Buffalo  to  the  Atlantic  markets.  He  has  al- 
ways been  one  of  the  foremost  farmers  of  Wayne 
county,  and  now  successfully  operates  the  old  home- 
stead of  200  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land  in  Clin- 
ton township. 

On  April  15,  1858,  Mr.  Cole  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Ogden,  who  was  born 
in  Pittston,  Penn.,  March  16,  1839,  but  when  only 


a year  old  was  brought  to  Clinton  township,  Wayne 
county,  by  her  parents,  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  (Eng- 
ler)  Ogden.  The  children  of  the  Ogden  family 
were:  William;  Charles  and  Mary  Ann  (both  de- 

ceased) ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Dolph,  of  Tryon, 
Neb.;  John,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war;  Ira; 
Sarah  A.,  wife  of  our  subject;  James,  who  also  en- 
tered the  Union  army  and  never  returned;  Jenette, 
wife  of  Edward  Carr,  of  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; 
and  Augusta,  wife  of  Silas  E.  Buckland,  of  Clinton 
township,  Wayne  county. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  are  as 
follows:  Francis  E.,  born  January  19,  1859,  died 

January  1,  1862;  Nettie,  born  April  7,  1861,  died 
March  8,  1886;  James,  born  July  5,  1863,  is  now 
living  in  Waymart,  Wayne  county ; Carrie,  born 
February  12,  1865,  is  the  wife  of  William  Perry, 
of  Prompton,  Wayne  county ; William,  born  March 
1,  1868,  is  a resident  of  Clinton  township;  Frances 
I.,  born  August  12,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  David  Mill, 
of  Clinton  township ; Edward,  born  September  23, 
1872,  is  living  in  Lackawanna  county,  Penn. ; 
Thomas,  born  January  7,  1875,  is  employed  in  Clin- 
ton township;  Ira  S.,  born  April  ir,  1877,  makes  his 
home  in  Carbondale,  Penn.;  and  Charles,  born  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1880,  is  employed  in  Clinton  township. 

Although  an  Englishman  by  birth,  Mr.  Cole 
is  a patriotic  and  loyal  citizen  of  his  adopted  coun- 
try, and  believes  our  form  of  government  to  be  the 
best.  In  his  political  views  he  is  independent, 
though  his  ideas  coincide  largely  with  the  founda- 
tion principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
been  offered  public  position,  but  always  declined 
such  honors,  serving  only  in  the  office  of  school 
director  in  Clinton  township,  as  he  preferred  to  give 
his  undivided  attention  to  his  business  interests. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

WILLIAM  H.  CHAMBERLAIN  (deceased) 
served  faithfully  as  a Union  soldier  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  was  later  an  honored  and  valued 
citizen  of  Preston  township,  Wayne  county.  He 
was  born  there  April  25,  1847,  a son  of  Colby  C. 
Chamberlain,  who  was  a native  of  Dutchess  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  for  some  time  before  coming  to 
Wayne  county  lived  in  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  In 
his  family  were  six  children,  namely : Henrietta, 

deceased ; Osmer,  who  was  killed  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion ; William  H. ; Edgar  B.,  now  a resident  of 
Potter  county,  Penn. ; Jane,  wife  of  Jonathan  Kel- 
log;  and  Josephine,  Mrs.  Davis,  of  New  York.  The 
father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

The  public  schools  of  his  native  county  afforded 
our  subject  his  educational  privileges.  In  1861, 
though  only  in  his  fifteenth  year,  he  offered  his  serv- 
ices to  the  government  to  aid  in  putting  down  the 
Rebellion,  enlisting  in  Company  A,  56th  P.  Y.  I., 
and  serving  throughout  the  struggle.  He  partici- 
pated in  many  hotly-contested  engagements,  includ- 
ing the  battles  of  Rappahannock,  Sulphur  Springs, 
Gainesville,  Groveton,  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
South  Mountain,  Antietam,  first  and  second  bat- 
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ties  of  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  and  Get- 
tysburg. At  the  last  named  engagement  he  was 
wounded,  and  while  he  was  lying  on  the  battlefield 
a Confederate  soldier,  seeing  him,  fired,  intending 
to  kill  him.  Chamberlain,  seeing  the  Rebel  soldier 
halt,  instinctively  raised  his  hand  to  his  head  and 
thereby  saved  his  life,  as  the  ball  lodged  in  the  back 
of  his  hand.  During  the  remainder  of  his  life  the 
hand  was  withered  and  useless.  From  Gettysburg 
he  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  West  Philadelphia, 
where  his  boyish  appearance  enlisted  the  sympathy 
of  a Sister  of  Charity,  and  he  always  attributed  his 
unlooked-for  recovery  to  the  kindly  nursing  of  that 
gentle  Sister,  and  held  in  veneration  the  Order  to 
which  she  belonged.  On  his  recovery  he  was  sent 
to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his 
three-years’  term  re-enlisted,  in  the  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps,  doing  provost  duty  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  had  charge  of  the  provost  guard  in  Wash- 
ington the  night  President  Lincoln  was  assassin- 
ated. His  surviving  comrades  speak  in  the  highest 
terms  of  his  bravery  and  courage  in  battle,  and  of 
the  many  kindly  acts  he  performed  for  others  while 
in  the  service. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Chamberlain  located  per- 
manently in  Preston  township.  On  September  29, 
1865,  he  married  Miss  Josephine  Hine,  daughter  of 
Royal  Hine,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Preston 
township,  and  a representative  of  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  honored  families  of  Susquehanna 
county.  Mrs.  Chamberlain  and  her  daughter  still 
make  their  home  at  Hine’s  Corners,  Wayne  county, 
and  they  have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire 
community.  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  mourned  as  a 
man  of  noble  character,  one  who  acted  well  his  part 
in  life,  winning  the  confidence  and  high  regard  of 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

NICHOLAS  SCOBLE,  who  is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  keeping  summer  boarders  at  what 
is  known  as  the  “Hillsdale  House,”  in  Pocono  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  also  follows  farming  on 
a small  scale,  was  born  in  County  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land, October  31,  1849,  and  there  was  reared  to 
manhood. 

William  Scoble,  his  father,  was  born  April  23, 
1823,  is  the  same  county,  where  his  father,  James 
Scoble,  spent  his  entire  life.  The  former  remained 
a resident  of  Cornwall,  engaged  in  the  occupation  of 
mining  until  1874,  when  he  emigrated  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  located  in  southwestern  Missouri,, 
but  after  six  months  spent  there  he  returned  East, 
and  made  his  home  in  Dover,  N.  J.,  until  called  from 
this  life,  in  November,  1883.  In  his  native  land  he 
had  married  Betsy  Lowry,  a daughter  of  John 
Lowry.  She  was  born  August  24,  1821,  and  died  in 
England,  in  1877.  Their  children  were  William, 
who  was  killed  in  September,  1882,  in  an  explosion 
of  gas  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  Penn.;  Nicholas, 
our  subject;  James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years ; Elizabeth,  who  is  unmarried,  and  still  re- 
sides in  England ; Ann,  wife  of  William  Wells,  who 


conducts  a ~ restaurant  in  County  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land; and  Jane,  who  died  in  1875. 

In  early  life  Nicholas  Scoble  followed  mining  in 
Cornwall,  and  in  1874  accompanied  his  father  on 
his  emigration  to  the  New  World.  He  purchased 
land  in  Missouri,  but  not  meeting  with  success  there 
he  also  returned  to  New  Jersey.  In  1875  he  went  to 
Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  in  the  coal 
mines  until  March,  1894.  Purchasing  a part  of  his 
father-in-law’s  farm  in  Pocono  township,  Monroe 
county,  he  located  there  on  the  20th  of  that  month, 
and  has  since  engaged  in  farming  to  a limited  ex- 
tent, having  fifty  acres  of  land,  twenty-four  under 
cultivation  and  the  remainder  covered  with  timber. 
He  gives  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  his 
boarding-house,  which  can  accommodate  twenty 
people,  and  which  during  the  summer  months  is  well 
filled  by  city  people  who  seek  rest  and  quiet  amid  the 
beautiful  scenery  of  this  region.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sco- 
ble do  all  in  their  power  for  the  comfort  of  their 
guests,  and  their  place  has  become  widely  and  fa- 
vorably known.  They  hold  membership  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  politically  he  is  a stanch 
Republican.  He  was  elected  assessor  of  Parsons, 
Penn.,  but  moved  from  that  place  before  taking  the 
office. 

On  March  20,  1884,  at  Parsons,  near  Wilkes 
Barre,  Mr.  Scoble  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Rachel  Ellen  Ivnipe,  who  was  engaged  in  the  mil- 
linery business  in  that  place  from  1882  until  her 
store  was  destroyed  by  fire,  in  February,  1892.  She 
belongs  to  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  her  paternal 
grandfather  being  Jacob  L.  Knipe,  who  was  born  in 
North  Wales,  Montgomery  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1793, 
and  died  at  that  place  June  15,  1865.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  he  married  Catherine  Swink, 
a native  of  Long  Swamp,  the  same  county,  who 
was  born  in  1793  and  died  in  1870.  He  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  but  followed  farming  for 
twenty  years  and  then  engaged  in  the  hotel  business 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In  his  family  were  four 
children,  all  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of 
George,  Mrs.  Scoble's  father,  who  is  third  in  order 
of  birth.  Mary,  the  eldest,  first  wedded  Samuel 
Wompoles,  and  after  his  death  a Mr.  Bogart. 
Simon,  when  young,  lived  in  Montgomery  county, 
Penn.,  from  there  removed  to  Ohio,  and  on  his  re- 
turn to  this  State  located  at  Columbia.  Jacob  lived 
in  Montgomery  county  until  1870,  when  he  went  to 
Canada,  where  his  death  occurred. 

George  Knipe  was  born  October  22,  1818,  in 
Montgomery  county,  Penn.,  where  he  remained  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  Bucks 
county,  where  he  was  employed  in  a carriage  man- 
ufactory for  three  years.  The  following  six  years 
he  was  engaged  in  carriage  making  in  Waymart, 
Wayne  county,  and  from  there  came  to  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  purchased  sev- 
enty-three acres  of  wild  land.  In  connection  with 
farming  he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  for  many 
years  in  Pocono  township,  where  he  still  resides, 
an  honored  and  highly-esteemed  citizen  of  the  com- 
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munity.  He  is  a stalwart  Democrat  in  politics,  has 
served  on  the  election  board,  and  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  On  January 
7,  1840,  in  his  native  county,  Mr.  Knipe  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Holderman,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Mary  (Buzzard)  Holderman.  She  was  born  Octo- 
ber 1,  1814,  and  died  May  28,  1895.  To  them  were 
born  the  following  children:  Jacob  H.,  born  Octo- 
ber 28,  1840,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Winchester, 
September  19,  1864;  Emeline,  born  February  2, 
1843,  married  George  V.  Kirst,  of  Philadelphia; 
Mary  C.,  born  October  23,  1844,  married  Abner 
Boyce,  a resident  of  Montgomery  county ; Sarah, 
born  November  12,  1847,  is  the  widow  of  Eli  Cad- 
wallader ; Anna  E.,  born  May  24,  1850;  Susanna, 
born  March  6,  1853,  died  February  19,  1855  ; Rachel 
E.,  born  February  22,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; and  Josephine,  born  November  6,  1858,  is  the 
wife  of  A.  R.  Ehlers,  an  old  settler  of  Pocono  town- 
ship, Monroe  county. 

CHARLES  T.  BELCHER.  A better  military 
record  than  that  of  the  Belcher  boys  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  find  in  Susquehanna  county.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  one  of  the  five  brothers  who  grew 
to  maturity.  Of  the  five,  three  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  of  the  16th  Penn.  Reserves,  and  two  served 
through  the  entire  war,  one  of  them  winning  a com- 
mission. Our  subject,  while  assisting  in  repelling 
a fierce  assault  of  the  enemy  at  Antietam  was  blinded 
by  a shot  in  the  head,  and  was  left  for  dead  upon 
the  battlefield.  One  brother  was  too  young  to  en- 
list. The  eldest,  prior  to  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter, 
had  gone  to  the  then  distant  mountains  of  Colorado. 

This  heroic  military  stock  is  pioneer  as  well. 
John  Belcher,  the  representative  of  an  old  New 
England  family,  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  He 
moved  thence  to  New  York  State  and  in  1794  came 
to  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  foremost  settlers  of  the  county. 
Later  he  removed  to  Lymanville,  Springville  town- 
ship. By  his  first  wife  he  reared  a family  of  four 
sons  and  five  daughters,  and  by  a second  marriage, 
to  a Miss  Lazure,  he  had  two  children,  William,  now 
a resident  of  Factoryville,  and  Helena.  The  chil- 
dren by  the  first  marriage  were  as  follows:  John, 

the  eldest  child,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
New  Milford,  where  he  died:  Hiram,  who  settled  in 
Gibson ; Michael,  who  settled  in  Lenox  township ; 
Ira,  father  of  our  subject;  Katie  married  Merrett 
ITine,  who  lived  near  Poyntelle,  Wayne  county; 
Betsy,  born  in  Gibson  township,  in  1795,  said  to 
have  been  the  first  white  child  born  in  that  town- 
ship, married  Ezekiel  Barnes,  of  Gibson,  and  lived 
to  the  age  of  eighty  years ; Polly  married  Amos 
Barnes,  brother  of  Ezekiel  above,  son  of  Ezekiel, 
who  came  to  Gibson  township  about  1800,  and 
grandson  of  Nehemiah  Barnes,  a Revolutionary  sol- 
dier ; Hannah  married  Ebenezer  Messenger,  of 
Thompson  township ; and  a daughter  who  married 
John  Washburn,  of  Jackson  township. 

Ira  Belcher,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
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reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Gibson  township,  and 
received  a limited  education.  He  married  Abigail 
Sweet,  and  settled  on  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Gibson 
township,  where  he  cleared  up  a good  farm.  In 
1850  he  removed  to  North  Jackson  and  later  went  to 
live  with  our  subject  in  South  Jackson,  where  he 
died  in  1869.  His  widow  died  in  1874,  in  Colorado, 
where  she  had  gone  to  live  with  her  children.  Of 
the  ten  children  of  Ira  and  Abigail  Belcher  five 
died  in  childhood.  The  survivors  were  as  follows : 
(1)  Gilbert,  born  in  1835,  moved  to  Wiscon- 
sin in  1859,  where  he  married  Miss  Mary  Baker,  of 
that  State.  The  same  year  he  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing a company  which  drove  overland  from  Wis- 
consin to  Pikes  Peak,  and  when  he  arrived  his  pos- 
sessions were  his  ox-team  and  twenty-five  cents. 
Settling  at  Gold  City  he  commenced  Western  life 
as  a rancher.  He  prospered  and  later  became  in- 
terested in  railroading.  He  was  elected  one  of  the 
managers  of  the  Colorado  Central  railroad  and  rap- 
idly became  an  influential  citizen.  He  died  in  1892, 
leaving  a widow,  and  two  children — Fred  and 
Cora.  (2)  George  W.,  born  in  1839,  married 
Miss  Ellen  Barnes,  of  Gibson  township.  On  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted,  in  April, 
1861,  in  Company  K,  6th  Penn.  Reserves,  and  with 
it  was  first  engaged  at  Dranesville,  December  20, 
1861.  He  participated  in  the  Seven-Days’  fighting, 
and  was  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  August 
30,  1862;  South  Mountain,  September  14,  1862; 
Antietam,  1862  ; at  Fredericksburg,  December,  1862  ; 
at  Gettysburg,  July  1 and  3,  1863;  at  Bristow  Sta- 
tion, October,  1863 ; Rappahannock,  November, 
1863;  Mine  Run,  November,  1863;  Wilderness, 
May,  1864;  Caps  Cavern,  May,  1864;  Spottsyl- 
vania,  1864;  North  Ann,  1864;  and  Bethesda 
Church,  1864.  He  re-enlisted,  in  1863,  as  a veteran, 
was  transferred  May  31,  1864,  to  Company  E, 
191st  P.  V.  I.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Weldon 
Railroad  August  19,  1864,  was  taken  to  Libby  Prison 
and  from  there  to  Salisbury.  He  was  liberated  by 
Sherman’s  army  after  nine  months’  captivity ; while 
a prisoner  he  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
November  1,  1864,  and  was  honorably  dis- 

charged May  27,  1865.  Returning  to  his  old  home 
he  remained  there  two  years,  then  removed  to  Col- 
orado, where  he  engaged  in  stock  raising  until  his 
death,  in  1892,  leaving  a widow.  (3)  Charles  T.r 
our  subject.  (4)  Oscar  L.,  born  in  May,  1843, 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  6th  Penn.  Reserves,  com- 
pleted three  years’  service,  participating  in  its  many 
fierce  engagements,  and  when  mustered  out  with  the 
company,  in  June,  1864,  re-enlisted  in  the  Naval 
service.  He  was  assigned  to  the  “Dictator,”  in 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Return- 
ing home  he  married  Miss  Johanna  Shepardson,  of 
Gibson,  and  moved  to  Colorado,  where  he  engaged 
in  ranching  until  his  death,  in  1886,  leaving  a 
widow  and  one  daughter,  Bertha,  who  is  now  mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Colorado.  (5)  John  Belcher, 
born  in  June,  1850,  was  reared  in  Susquehanna 
county.  Moving  to  Colorado,  he  was  appointed 
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deputy  sheriff  of  Jefferson  county,  that  State,  and 
later  was  elected  sheriff.  He  became  an  active  and 
influential  politician  and  is  now  a member  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  detective  force  and  resides  in  Den- 
ver. He  married  Miss  Ida  Strope,  of  Pittston, 
Penn.,  and  has  four  sons. 

Charles  T.  Belcher,  our  subject,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 18,  1841,  in  Gibson  township.  He  grew  up 
on  the  farm,  attending  the  district  schools,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty,  in  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  6th  Penn.  Reserves,  under  Capt.  John  Shull. 
The  6th  was  called  from  Harrisburg  to  the  front 
and  the  first  engagement  was  at  Dranesville,  in  De- 
cember, 1861.  Our  subject  was  at  the  Seven  Days’ 
fight,  in  the  Peninsula  campaign,  the  second  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  August  28  and  31,  1862;  at  South 
Mountain,  September  14,  1862,  and  three  days  later 
at  Antietam.  There,  while  supporting  the  Buck- 
tail  Fifth  Reserves  and  driving  back  the  enemy,  our 
subject  was  severely  wounded.  He  was  shot  'in  the 
head,  losing  his  left  eye,  and  was  left  on  the  field 
for  dead.  He  was  discharged  from  the  service  No- 
vember 11,  1862,  for  physical  disability.  His  rec- 
ord was  that  of  a brave  soldier,  and  the  partial  loss 
of  his  sight  was  sustained  while  gallantly  defend- 
ing the  Nation’s  flag. 

Our  subject  returned  to  his  native  home,  and 
there,  in  1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Flora  Grif- 
fith, who  was  born  in  Jackson  township  in  1848, 
daughter  of  Leander  and  Fidelia  Griffith,  old  set- 
tlers of  the  county.  In  her  early  womanhood  Mrs. 
Belcher  had  been  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Susquehanna  county.  In  1873,  on  account  of  fail- 
ing health,  Mr.  Belcher  removed  to  Colorado  and  en- 
gaged in  stock  raising.  He  returned  to  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1877  and  purchased  his  present  farm  in 
Jackson  township,  where  he  has  erected  new  build- 
ings and  made  other  notable  improvements.  He 
now  owns  one  of  the  choice  and  well-cultivated 
farms  of  the  township. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
five  children,  as  follows : Clarence,  the  eldest,  who 

died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Frank,  born  in  May, 
1873;  George,  born  in  1876;  Bernice,  born  in  1881  ; 
and  Lulu,  born  July  21,  1884. 

Politically  our  subject  has  always  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a sup- 
porter of  Prohibition  principles.  For  two  terms  he 
has  held  the  office  of  constable,  and  he  has  also  been 
school  director  of  Jackson.  Himself  and  family 
are  active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  is 
regarded  as  one  of  Jackson’s  most  worthy  and  pros- 
perous citizens,  and  enjoys  the  high  esteem  of  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

FRANK  WERNET.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  proprietor  of  the  “Effort  Hotel,”  a 
commodious  and  modern  hostelry  of  Effort,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
popular  citizens  of  the  community.  While  he  is 
thoroughly  a self-made  man,  reaping  in  esteem  and 
prosperity  the  rewards  of  his  own  well-directed 


energies,  yet  he  inherits  from  his  ancestors  a tem- 
perament and  disposition  that  has  set  him  aright 
in  his  life’s  career. 

Francis  Wernet,  his  father,  now  a prominent 
citizen  of  Carbon  county,  Penn.,  was  one  of  the  Ger- 
man youths,  in  the  stormy  days  of  1848,  who  were 
imbued  with  the  spirit  of  liberty  which  was  stifled 
under  the  conditions  which  then  existed  in  the 
Fatherland.  Like  many  of  his  young  countrymen 
young  Wernet  resolved  to  seek  a home  in  the  LTni- 
ted  States,  and  the  same  year  occurred  his  migration 
to  this  country.  He  was  born  in  1828,  and  upon  his 
arrival  in  America,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years, 
he  settled  near  White  Haven,  Penn.  A few  years 
later  he  removed  to  Carbon  county,  that  State, 
where  he  became  identified  with  large  farming  and 
lumbering  interests  and  where  he  soon  became  one  of 
the  prominent  residents  of  the  county.  He  now 
owns  a well-improved  farm  of  160  acres.  In  Lu- 
zerne county,  Penn.,  he  met  and  married  Miss 
Catherine  Baltz.  To  Francis  and  Catherine  Wernet 
were  born  the  following  children : Catherine,  wife 

of  Xavier  Moses,  of  East  Mauch  Chunk;  Frank, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Charles  O.,  who  married 
Malinda  Koch,  a sister  of  our  subject’s  wife.  The 
mother  died  in  1885,  aged  sixty  years,  and  is  buried 
at  Albrights  cemetery,  in  Carbon  county.  Francis 
Wernet  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in 
politics  is  a Democrat  of  the  old  Jacksonian  type. 

Frank  Wernet,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Car- 
bon county,  July  25,  i860.  He  remained  at  the  home 
of  his  father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years,  assisting  in  the  arduous  work  demand- 
ed bv  the  calling  of  his  father,  and  gained  a rich 
experience  and  training  in  the  school  of  industry, 
patience  and  energy.  In  August,  1881,  he  was  uni- 
ted In  marriage,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Penn.,  to  Miss 
Susanna  Koch,  a native  of  Carbon  county,  and  the 
daughter  of  Enos  and  Christiana  (Chrisman) 
Koch,  who  were  born  in  Northampton  and  Carbon 
counties,  respectively.  Enos  Koch  was  the  son  of 
William  and  Barbara  Koch,  of  Reading-,  Penn.,  and 
became  an  extensive  farmer  and  lumberman  in  Car- 
bon county.  He  died  July  5,  1896,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven years.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1894, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Both  are  buried  at 
Forest  cemetery,  Carbon  county.  The  family  of 
Enos  and  Christiana  Koch  were  as  follows : Aman- 
da, who  married  William  Snyder,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Lucy,  wife  of  Daniel  Keener;  Joseph,  of 
Ivresgeville;  Frank,  of  North  Carolina;  Etta,  now 
Mrs.  Paul  Danner;  Emma,  who  married  Joseph  S. 
Houch,  and  is  now  deceased ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  G. 
W.  Snyder ; Enos,  living  on  the  old  homestead ; 
Samuel,  deceased;  Jefferson,  deceased;  Susanna, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Malinda,  wife  of  Charles  Wer- 
net, brother  of  our  subject;  and  Ellen,  wife  of 
Josiah  Muffley. 

Our  subject,  in  1883,  then  a young  man  of 
twenty-three  years,  began  contracting  with  the  fa- 
ther in  the  lumber  woods.  He  continued  this  toil- 
some but  invigorating  life  for  a period  of  eight 
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years,  and  won  signal  success  in  the  avocation.  In 
1891  he  purchased  from  Charles  Martin  the  two- 
and-a-half-story  frame  hotel  building  at  Effort, 
which  he  now  occupies,  and  where  he  conducts  a 
well-known  and  popular  hotel.  Fully  alive  to  the 
comfort  of  his  guests,  Mr.  Wernet  has  had  the 
building  equipped  with  modern  conveniences.  Its 
rooms  are  all  steam-heated,  and  otherwise  made  at- 
tractive and  inviting.  In  politics  Mr.  Wernet  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  is  identified  with  the  Effort  Lodge  of  I.  O.  O.  F. 
He  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  enterprising  cit- 
izens of  Monroe  county,  and  in  addition  to  his  qual- 
ities of  worth  and  merit,  he  possesses  that  happy 
faculty  of  making  and  keeping  friends,  so  essential 
to  the  complete  success  of  a prominent  business 
man. 

JEREMIAH  F.  GRAY.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  one  of  the  highly-respected  and  successful 
farmers  of  Lathrop  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
has  for  the  past  twenty-seven  years  been  a resident 
of  that  township.  He  was  born  September  26,  1829, 
in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  the  son  of  Otwer  Gray,  and  the 
grandson  of  Jonas  Gray,  who  with  his  family  be- 
came early  settlers  of  Dimock  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  The  father,  Otwer  Gray,  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  and  when  young  came  with  his 
parents  to  Susquehanna  county,  where  he  married 
Alivia  Rosencrans,  a native  of  Springville  township, 
and  the  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Rosencrans,  an  early 
settler  of  that  township.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he 
removed  to  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  later  located  at 
Wysox,  Bradford  Co.,  Penn.,  and  then  at  Stand- 
ing Stone,  same  county.  He  was  a farmer  and  car- 
penter by  occupation,  and  in  politics  a Democrat. 
His  family  consisted  of  the  following  children : 
Jeremiah,  our  subject;  Lucy,  widow  of  Harlow 
Gates,  of  Susquehanna  county ; Jonas  Spicer,  a 
farmer  and  carpenter,  of  Bradford  county ; Will- 
iam H.,  a farmer  of  Wyoming  county ; Mary,  who 
married  Rufus  Raught,  of  Nicholson,  Penn. ; Silas, 
who  at  the  age  of  fifteen  accidentally  shot  and  killed 
himself ; and  three  children  died  young.  The  father 
lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  the  mother 
to  seventy-four  years. 

Jeremiah,  our  subject,  was  reared  in  Bradford 
township.  He  received  a common-school  educa- 
tion, remaining  at  home  until  of  age.  He  was  mar- 
ried. in  Bradford  county,  to  Mary  A.  Squires, 
daughter  of  Horton  Squires,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children — James  E.,  of  Kingston,  Penn.,  and  Lydia 

M. ,  wife  of  A.  Furguson,  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Gray  married 
Mrs.  Sarah  (Fike)  Phillips,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Like,  of  Bucks  county,  Penn.,  and  widow  of  David 

N.  Phillips,  who  died  December  13,  1862,  in  the 

army,  a member  of  Company  F,  141st  Regiment, 
P.  V.  I.  David  N.  Phillips  was  born  in  Luzerne 
county,  Penn.,  in  1832,  the  son  of  Hosea  and  Lou- 
ise (Carter)  Phillips,  and  was  one  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  yet  survive:  John 


W.,  of  Lathrop;  Simon,  of  Carbondale;  Benjamin, 
of  Chicago,  111. ; Ziba,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Lydia 
(Mrs.  Vincent  White),  of  Lackawanna  county. 
After  his  marriage  to  Sarah  Fike  in  Luzerne  county, 
David  N.  Phillips  settled  in  Lathrop  township,  Sus- 
quehanna  county,  where  he  purchased  a farm  of 
sixty-two  and  one-half  acres  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  his  enlistment,  in  August,  1862,  in  the 
army.  His  five  children  were:  Isaac,  now  of 

Lackawanna  county;  Mary,  wife  of  Alva  Johnson, 
of  Lenoxville ; Peter,  of  Lathrop ; Henry,  a farmer 
of  Susquehanna  county;  and  Francis  D.,  deceased. 

Jeremiah  Gray,  our  subject,  lived  in  Bradford 
county’  for  six  years,  then  moved  to  Hop  Bottom. 
He  enlisted,  in  1864,  in  the  50th  New  York  Engi- 
neers, serving  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  has 
lived  in  Lathrop  township  twenty-seven  years,  and 
during  that  time  has  been  engaged  in  general  and 
dairy  farming,  and  he  owns  a well-improved  farm 
of  fifty  acres.  He  is  also  a stockholder  in  the  La- 
throp Creamery.  In  politics  Mr.  Gray  is  a Repub- 
lican. He  is  a Good  Templar,  and  a member  of  the 
G.  A.  R. 

HENRY  F.  KRAUTER;  P.  O.,  Tobyhanna 
Mills ; residence,  Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe 
county. 

CHARLES  L.  HALLET,  a military  veteran, 
is  one  of  the  progressive  and  enterprising  agri- 
culturists of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  who 
are  making  that  charming  picturesque  region  a verit- 
able garden  spot. 

Mr.  Hallet  belongs  to  an  old  family  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  his  grandparents,  Isaac  and  Patience 
Hallet,  having  settled  there  early  in  their  married 
life.  This  estimable  couple  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Daniel  and  Isaac,  who  lived  and  died  in 

Orange  county ; Abigail,  who  married  Thomas 
Jacovus,  of  New  York  City,  who  came  to  Monroe 
county,  and  bought  a farm  in  Stroud  township,  but 
afterwards  sold  out  and  made  his  home  in  Slate- 
ford,  Northampton  county;  James,  our  subject's  fa- 
ther, and  Susan,  who  married  David  Earle,  of 
Orange  county. 

James  Hallet  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  1791,  and  in  early  manhood  removed  to  North- 
ampton county.  In  May,  1818,  he  was  married  there 
to  Miss  Rachel  LaBar,  a native  of  the  county,  born 
in  1796.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  in  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  purchased  160 
acres  of  wild  land  from  Daniel  Stroud.  This  he 
cleared  for  a homestead,  building  a cabin  of  round 
logs  for  his  first  dwelling.  As  time  passed  he  made 
many  improvements,  building  in  1850  a handsome 
two-and-a-half  story  frame  residence,  and  in  1851 
a large  bank-barn.  In  1863  he  sold  the  farm  and 
bought  a house  and  lot  in  Northampton  county 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1872,  and  his 
wife  died  there  about  ten  years  later.  Our  subject 
is  the  youngest  in  a family  of  eight  children,  the 
others  being  (1)  William,  born  in  February,  1819, 
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in  Stroud  township,  became  a farmer  in  Pocono 
township,  Monroe  county,  where  his  death  occurred. 
He  married  Miss  Sarah  Lee,  of  Stroud  township, 
who  with  seven  children  survived  him.  (2)  Mar- 
garet, born  October  19,  1820,  married  the  late  John 
Williams,  of  Slateford,  a man  of  wealth  and  in- 
fluence who  owned  large  interests  in  the  slate 
quarries  of  that  locality.  Lie  died  at  Slateford  in 
1890.  Himself  and  wife  had  seven  children — Will- 
iam, Jennie,  Benjamin,  Augustus,  Frank,  Anna 
(Mrs.  McKinsey,  of  New  York  City),  and  Emma, 
who  died  in  early  womanhood.  (3)  Ellen,  born  in 
January,  1822,  married  the  late  Thomas  Rousland, 
of  LaBar,  Lehigh  county,  Penn.,  and  since  his 
death  she  has  resided  at  her  father’s  old  homestead. 
She  has  five  children — James,  Thomas,  Mary  E., 
Lizzie  (Mrs.  Roscoe)  and  William.  (4)  Mary  J., 
born  in  April,  1826,  married  Hugh  Williams,  a 
wealthy  retired  resident  of  Portland,  Northampton 
county,  and  they  have  four  children — John,  Sophia 
(Mrs.  Robert  Ingals,  of  Portland),  Harris,  and 
Alice,  who  married  Irvin  Workeiser,  a merchant 
of  Portland.  (5)  Abigail,  born  in  December,  1827, 
married  Henry  Mattison.  (6)  Joseph,  born  in  De- 
cember, 1830,  is  living  in  retirement  in  Warren 
county,  N.  J.  He  married  Miss  T.  Brands,  of 
Northampton  county,  and  has  had  five  children — 
John,  Ulyses  G.,  who  was  accidentally  killed  on  the 
railroad,  Maggie,  William,  and  James.  (7)  An- 
drew, of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  is  now  a resident  of 
East  Stroudsburg. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  4,  1833,  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county, 
where  he  has  always  resided,  his  early  education  be- 
ing obtained  in  the  local  schools.  Since  taking 
charge  of  the  farm  he  has  made  many  improvements, 
erecting  new  outbuildings  and  a large  addition  to  the 
residence.  He  has  also  arranged  for  piping  water 
to  the  house  and  barn,  and  in  every  department  his 
farm  shows  the  influence  of  modern  methods.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Republican  of  the  old  time  Whig 
stock,  and  he  has  always  taken  an  active  interest 
in  partisian  work  in  his  locality.  He  has  served  three 
terms  as  supervisor  and  at  present  is  overseer  of 
the  poor.  His  military  service  during  the  Civil  war 
lasted  ten  months,  and  as  a member  of  Company 
C,  176th  P.  V.  I.,  he  was  on  duty  in  South  Carolina 
under  Gen.  Gilmore.  In  his  religious  views  he  in- 
clines to  Methodism,  he  and  his  wife  both  having 
been  reared  in  that  faith.  Socially  he  and  his  fam- 
ily are  much  esteemed,  and  he  is  a member  of  Post 
No.  150,  G.  A.  R. 

Mr.  Hallet  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Mosteller, 
of  Stroud  township,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth (Frederick)  Mosteller,  well-known  residents  of 
Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county.  Mrs.  Hallet 
has  proved  herself  a most  capable  helpmate  and  her 
husband  also  takes  manly  pride  in  acknowledging 
the  value  of  her  advice  and  assistance.  Their  ten 
children  all  are  living  and  are  as  follows  : ( 1 ) Al- 

bert, born  in  July,  1862,  is  an  engineer  on  the  Chica- 
go & Northwestern  R.  R.,  and  resides  in  Milwaukee,  I 


Wis.  In  July,  1896,  he  married  Miss  Lillie  Stine,  of 
that  city,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Myrtle.  (2) 
William,  born  in  April,  1865,  is  a carpenter  in 
Stroudsburg.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Banturn  and 
has  two  children — Adele  and  Elsie.  (3)  Emma, 
born  January  20,  1867,  married  Harry  Dreher,  a 
farmer  of  Stroud  township,  and  has  three  children 
• — Mary,  Ruth  and  Anna.  (4)  Greeley  FI.,  born  in 
February,  1869,  was  graduated  from  the  Strouds- 
burg high  school  and  in  1889  went  to  Chicago  where 
he  is  now  employed  as  manager  of  a large  retail 
store  of  Browning,  King  & Co.  He  married  Miss 
Grace  Ayers,  of  that  city,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Florence.  (5)  Bertha,  born  in  September,  1871, 
married  B.  Sheller,  a clerk  in  Wallace  & Sons’  dry 
goods  store  in  Stroudsburg,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Florence.  (6)  Lizzie  M.,  born  August  14,  1873, 
married  George  Walters,  who  owns  and  operates  a 
fine  farm  near  Greeley,  Colorado.  They  have  two 
children — Clara  M.  and  Earnest.  (7)  Howard, 
born  December  14,  1875,  received  a public-school 
education  and  now  assists  his  father  on  the  home- 
stead. (8)  Clarence,  born  in  January,  1878,  is  with 
his  brother-in-law,  a Mr.  Walters  of  Colorado.  (9) 
Garfield,  born  February  25,  1880,  is  a student  in  the 
high  school  at  Stroudsburg.  (10)  Paul,  born  July 
10,  1891,  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

HENRY  COIL,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  has 
been  for  many  years  a respected  resident  of  Gib- 
son township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  previous  to 
his  retirement  from  business  cares  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  that  lo- 
cality. 

Mr.  Coil  comes  of  good  pioneer  stock,  his  pater- 
nal grandparents,  James  and  Polly  Coil,  who  were 
both  natives  of  Ireland,  being  the  first  settlers  at 
Dundaff,  Susquehanna  county.  Their  log  cabin 
became  a noted  tavern  as  it  afforded  the  only  shel- 
ter for  travelers  in  the  vicinity  for  a number  of 
years.  John  Coil,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  but  spent  the  greater  portion  of  his 
life  at  Dundaft',  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
married  Clarissa  Brownell,  also  natives  of  Rhode 
Island.  Of  the  nine  children  of  John  and  Clarissa 
Coil,  James,  the  eldest,  is  a farmer  at  Dundaft' ; 
John  is  a farmer  of  Wisconsin;  Henry  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  farther  on ; Rachel  married  Jonas 
Reindenburg,  a_  carpenter  and  farmer,  at  Deposit,  N. 
Y. ; Mary,  widow  of  John  Rivenburg,  resides  at 
Dundaft ; Benjamin  is  deceased;  Clarissa  married 
Eugene  Spencer  in  New  York  State;  Thomas  is 
a farmer  at  Dundaff ; and  Erastus  died  some  years 
ago  at  the  same  place. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  23,  1828,  at  Dun- 
dafif,  and  when  twenty  years  old  he  left  home,  find- 
ing- employment  among  neighboring  farmers.  After 
his  marriage  he  worked  in  a blacksmith  shop,  in 
Dundaff,  for  a year,  acquiring  such  a knowledge  of 
the  business  that  he  decided  to  undertake  it  on  his 
own  account  For  three  years  he  conducted  a shop  at 
Greenfield,  Penn.,  and  spent  sixteen  years  at  Smi- 
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ley  Hollow,  Susquehanna  county,  but  be  then  turned 
his  attention  to  farming.  In  1895  he  retired,  but 
with  the  exception  of  frequent  attacks  of  rheuma- 
tism he  enjoys  good  health.  His  weight  is  175 
pounds  and  his  eyesight  is  so  well  preserved  that 
he  seldom  uses  glasses.  In  1861  he  was  drafted, 
becoming  a member  of  Company  E,  177th  P.  V.  I., 
and  served  nine  months,  being  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice at  Harrisburg.  He  was  detailed  for  duty 
during  the  service,  as  guard  and  cook,  and  the 
hardships  and  privations  of  camp  life  brought  on  an 
attack  of  rheumatism,  and  after  two  weeks  of  suf- 
fering in  a tent  he  was  sent  home. 

On  April  24,  1851,  Mr.  Coil  was  married,  in 
Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss  Ma- 
randa  A.  Kelley,  who  was  born  in  Gibson  township, 
May  18,  1829,  daughter  of  James  and  Easter  (Den- 
ny) Kelley,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made  else- 
where. Six  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
namely:  Walter,  born  July  5,  1852,  is  now  de- 

ceased; H.  Franklin,  born  February  6,  1854,  mar- 
ried Laura  Bennett,  and  settled  upon  a farm  in  Gib- 
son township;  Angeline  A.,  born  January  21,  1856, 
married  John  Howell  (deceased),  and  resides  in 
Herrick  township;  Gertrude  M.,  born  August  23, 
1858,  married  Harmon  Howard,  a clerk  in  Scran- 
ton, Penn.;  Clara  M.,  born  April  26,  1862,  married 
George  F,  Holmes,  a farmer  in  Gibson  township ; 
and  Lottie  J.,  born  November  16,  1870,  married 
Charles  Day,  a farmer  at  Clifford,  Pennsylvania. 

WILLIAM  HART,  a representative  and  pro- 
gressive farmer  of  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  in  that  county,  December  27, 
1844,  and  is  a son  of  Philemon  and  Rachel  (Smith) 
Hart,  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  Jersey,  respect- 
ively. 

The  father  was  a farmer  and  lumberman  and 
operated  sawmills  at  various  points  in  Susquehanna 
county,  also  the  gristmill  on  Wyalusing  creek,  Jes- 
sup township,  now  conducted  by  John  Snow.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  died  in  that  township,  the  former  in 
1878,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  the  latter  in 
December,  1865,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine,  and  both 
were  buried  in  Fairdale  cemetery.  The  children 
born  to  them  were  as  follows : Philander  is  a shoe- 
maker of  Jessup  township;  Mary  is  the  deceased 
wife  of  Benjamin  Marshall;  Isaac  is  a farmer  of 
Jessup  township;  Jemima  (deceased)  married  John- 
son Lee;  William  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  Ju- 
liette and  Julianna  are  twins,  the  former  now  the 
widow  of  Davis  Burris,  of  Lestershire,  the'  latter 
being  the  wife  of  Richard  Angel,  of  New  York 
City;  Jane  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Frank  Estus ; 
Leonard  is  a farmer  of  Jessup  township ; and  Em- 
ma is  married  and  lives  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Our 
subject’s  grandfather,  Isaac  Hart,  was  a native  of 
Vermont  and  pioneer  of  Jessup  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  spent  his  last  days. 
In  his  family  were  three  sons : Philander,  Phlarman 
and  Philemon.  The  maternal  grandparents,  William 
and  (Kittle)  Smith,  were  born  in  New  Jer- 


sey, and  were  also  early  settlers  of  Jessup  township. 
The  subject  of  this  review  was  reared  in  much 
the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  he  entered  the  service 
of  his  country  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebell- 
ion. He  enlisted  at  Scranton,  in  Company  B,  17th 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Donahue,  and 
participated  in  the  engagements  at  Gardensville 
and  Staunton,  Va.,  and  in  various  skirmishes.  At 
Louisville,  Ky.,  he  was  thrown  from  his  horse 
and  had  his  left  leg  broken  below  the  knee.  After 
five  weeks  spent  in  the  post  hospital,  he  was  honora- 
bly discharged  and  returned  home,  remaining  with 
his  parents  until  the  mother's  death,  when  the  father 
broke  up  housekeeping.  He  was  then  employed  as 
a farm  hand  until  March,  1876,  when  he  purchased 
a farm  in  Jessup  township,  to  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  which  he  devoted  his  energies  until 
the  spring  of  1898,  when  he  removed  to  his  present 
place  in  the  same  township,  leaving  the  former  to 
be  operated  by  his  son-in-law.  He  owns  both  farms, 
having  met  with  excellent  success  in  his  chosen  call- 
ing. In  politics  he  is  a thorough  Republican,  be- 
lieving that  within  that  party  lie  the  principles  which 
are  the  safest  guides  for  our  national  government. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post. 

On  August  31,  1871,  in  Forest  Lake  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Hart  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Catherine  Otis,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  three  children : Richard,  at  home ; Me- 
lissa T.,  wife  of  Irvin  Very,  a farmer  of  Jessup 
township ; and  Isaac,  at  home.  Mrs.  Hart  was 
born  in  Jessup  township,  July  10,  1844,  a daughter 
of  Richard  and  Eliza  (Walbridge)  Otis,  who  were 
lifelong  residents  of  Susquehanna  county,  where  the 
father  carried  on  operations  as  a farmer.  He  died 
March,  1886,  aged  seventy-five  years,  his  wife  in 
October,  1883,  aged  seventy-three,  and  both  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Fairdale  cemetery.  She  was  an  earn- 
est member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Four  children  constituted  their  family,  namely: 
Harriet,  wife  of  Henry  Lester,  a farmer  of  Forest 
Lake  township ; Almira,  wife  of  Isaac  Hart,  a farm- 
er of  Jessup  township ; Mary,  a resident  of  the  same 
township;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs. 
Hart's  paternal  grandparents,  Israel  and  Sabre 
(Bills)  Otis,  were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  early 
settlers  of  Susquehanna  county,  where  they  continued 
to  live  until  death.  The  maternal  grandparents, 
Henry  and  Nancy  (Shelp)  Walbridge,  were  natives 
of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  respectively,  and  died 
in  Jessup  township,  Susquehanna  county,  where 
their  remains  were  interred. 

SAMUEL  R.  COOLY,  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  a representative  citizen  of  Buck- 
ingham township,  Wayne  county,  is  a native  of  that 
county,  born  in  Manchester  township,  a son  of  Shel- 
don Cooly,  who1  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  was  a 
representative  of  an  old  family  of  that  State.  The 
father,  who  was  of  English,  Scotch  and  Irish  de- 
scent, married  Miss  Elizabeth  Morgridde,  a native 
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of  England.  To  them  were  born  five  children: 
James  C.,  Samuel  R.,  Maria,  Ann,  and  Paul,  who 
died  m infancy.  The  parents  became  early  settlers 
of  Manchester  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
the  mother  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years ; the 
father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  spent  his 
last  days  in  the  West,  dying  there  at  a ripe  old  age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  Wayne  county,  and  was  early  inured 
to  the  arduous  labors  of  the  farm  and  lumber 
camps.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  Gibson,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children, 
only  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  James  M.,  a resi- 
dent of  St.  Paul,  Minn. ; and  Mrs.  Mary  Pike,  also 
of  that  State.  After  the  death  of  Ins  first  wife 
he  married  Miss  Emily  Simpson,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children,  namely:  Ulysses  Grant,  of  For- 
est City,  Penn. ; and  Alice,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn. 
In  1888  he  wedded  Zelpha  M.  Cadington,  widow  of 
Anson  Tyler,  by  whom  she  had  one  daughter,  Maude 
Tyler. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  Mr. 
Cooly  enlisted  for  nine  months  in  Company  B,  137th 
P.  V.  I.,  and  after  receiving  his  discharge  he  re- 
enlisted, this  time  in  the  25th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  with 
which  he  served  for  a year  and  a half.  He  partici- 
pated in  important  battles  and  skirmishes,  and  also 
took  part  in  the  grand  review  at  Washington,  D. 
C.  Having  never  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his 
arduous  service,  he  now  receives  a pension  from 
the  government.  He  owns  a good  home  in  Buck- 
ingham township,  surrounded  by  good  barns  and 
outbuildings  and  a fine  orchard.  In  his  political  affil- 
iations Mr.  Cooly  is  a Republican.  In  times  of  peace 
as  well  as  war  he  is  faithful  to  every  duty  of  citi- 
zenship, and  is  recognized  as  a valued  and  useful 
citizen  of  his  community. 

THOMAS  H.  HOAR,  who  died  November 
23,  1897,  at  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  was  one  of 
the  most  respected  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  town, 
where  he  had  resided  since  1849. 

Mr.  Hoar  was  a native  of  Ireland,  born  Novem- 
ber 17,  1829,  in  Roscommon,  County  Roscommon, 
where  his  parents,  James  and  Della  (Kennedy) 
Hoar,  were  farming  people  and  passed  all  their  lives. 
They  died  in  1831  and  1844,  respectively.  Of  their 
six  children,  Mary,  Mrs.  Patrick  Lyons,  died  in 
Ireland;  John  died  at  Scranton,  Penn.;  Patrick  died 
at  Hawley ; James  is  a farmer  at  Ledgedale,  Penn. ; 
Catherine  married  Patrick  McNamara,  and  both 
are  deceased ; Thomas  PI.  was  the  youngest.  Mr. 
Hoar’s  paternal  grandparents  were  James  and  Julia 
(Fallard)  Hoar,  of  Ireland,  the  latter  of  whom 
lived  to  be  over  ninety  years  of  age,  active  and  well 
preserved  to  the  last.  His  maternal  grandfather, 
John  Kennedy,  followed  farming  in  Ireland  all  his 
days. 

Thomas  PI.  Hoar  was  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  brothers  John, 
Patrick  and  James,  and  for  the  first  six  months  after 
their  arrival  they  lived  at  Richmond,  on  Staten 


Island.  Removing  to  New  York  City,  Thomas  re- 
mained there  fifteen  months,  with  Chatfield  Smith, 
and  then  came  to  Carbondale,  Penn.,  where  he 
worked  at  house  carpentering  until  August,  1849,  the 
date  of  his  settlement  in  Hawley.  Here  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  as  car 
builder,  and  continued  with  them  in  that  capacity 
until,  in  1886,  they  removed  their  shops  to  Scranton, 
Penn.  For  the  next  five  years  Mr.  Hoar  gave  his 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  a piece  of  land  which 
he  owned,  and  in  1891  he  accepted  the  position  of 
night  watchman  for  the  Erie  & Wyoming  Railway 
Co.,  which  he  continued  to  hold  until  his  death. 
He  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  within  a short  time 
before  his  decease,  and  he  was  known  everywhere 
as  a most  active,  industrious  man,  one  who  made 
his  success  by  steady  work  and  careful  manage- 
ment, for  lie  advanced  himself  from  comparatively 
humble  circumstances  to  a comfortable  position  in 
life,  and  had  a beautiful  home  in  Hawley,  which  his 
widow  now  occupies.  Mr.  Hoar  was  a member  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  In  liis  political  preferences  he 
was  a Democrat. 

On  November  1,  1850,  Mr.  Hoar  was  united  in 
marriage,  at  Honesdale,  Wayne  county,  by  Rev. 
Father  Maloney,  with  Miss  Catherine  Brady,  and 
they  reared  a family  whose  members  are  all  use- 
ful and  respected  residents  of  the  communities  in 
which  they  make  their  home  and  a credit  to  their  par- 
ents. There  were  ten  children,  of  whom  the  first- 
born, Julia,  died  young.  Mary  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years.  Julia  (2)  died  young.  Bridget  is  the 
wife  of  M.  J.  McAndrew,  the  station  agent  at 
Hawley,  and  has  nine  children ; they  occupy  a fine 
home  just  across  the  street  from  the  Ploar  residence. 
Jane,  unmarried,  lives  with  her  mother.  Anna  mar- 
ried Richard  ITalligan,  and  has  three  children ; Mr. 
Halligan  is  foreman  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  car  shops  at  Scranton.  William  J.  is  also 
in  the  employ  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & West- 
ern Co.  at  Scranton;  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Ken- 
nedy, and  they  have  two  children.  Thomas  B.  is 
car  inspector  for  the  same  company  at  Scranton. 
Lydia  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Leonard,  who  conducts 
a restaurant  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; they  have  one 
child.  Nellie  lives  with  her  mother. 

Mrs.  Catherine  (Brady)  Hoar  was  born  March 
6,  1831,  in  County  Sligo,  Ireland,  and  was  one  of 
the  ten  children  of  John  and  Julia  (McHugh) 
Brady,  who  lived  and  died  in  Ireland.  The  father 
ran  an  express,  using  several  cars  in  his  business. 
He  died  in  March,  1878,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years,  the  mother  in  1849.  Of  the  children, 
William,  Michael,  John,  Andrew  and  Frank  died 
in  Ireland.  James  came  to  this  country  and  served 
in  Ihe  Civil  war,  went  West  after  leaving  the  serv- 
ice, and  has  not  been  heard  from  since.  Patrick  died 
in  Ireland.  Mary  married  Patrick  Hoar,  brother  of 
Thomas  PI.  Hoar,  and  after  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  Hawley,  became  the  wife  of  Michael  Tage  ; 
they  both  died  in  Hawley.  Catherine  is  the  widow 
of  Thomas  H.  Hoar.  Jane  married  Peter  Carr,  and 
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she  and  her  husband  both  died  in  California.  Mrs. 
Hoar’s  paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Ann 
(Knoughton)  Brady,  were  farming  people  of  County 
Sligo.  On  her  mother’s  side  she  is  a granddaughter 
of  Frank  and  Nora  McHugh,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a freeholder  in  County  Sligo,  owning  about 
700  acres  of  land. 

NICHOLAS  HESS,  Sr.,  a prominent  citizen 
of  Shohola  township,  Pike  county,  now  retired  from 
active  business  cares,  is  one  of  the  men  who  make 
old  age  seem  the  better  portion  of  life.  For  many 
years  he  was  actively  identified  with  the  agricult- 
ural and  industrial  interests  of  this  region  and 
is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil,  while 
he  makes  his  home  with  his  children. 

Mr.  Hess  was  born  July  22,  1820,  in  Hessen, 
Germany,  of  which  province  his  parents,  Conrad  and 
Ellen  (Adolph)  Hess,  were  also  natives.  In  their 
family  were  live  children,  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, and  with  the  exception  of  Jacob,  who  was 
drowned  in  Germany,  all  came  to  the  New  World. 
Our  subject  served  for  seven  years  in  the  German 
army,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  he  bade  good-by 
to  home  and  native  land  and  sailed  for  America. 
Locating  near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  he  secured  employ- 
ment on  the  Boston  railroad,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected for  a year  or  two,  and  then  came  to  Pike 
county,  Penn.,  and  accepted  a position  as  foreman 
on  the  Erie  road,  remaining  with  it  nearlv  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
151st  P.  V.  I.,  and  for  11  months  valiantly  fought 
for  his  adopted  country,  participating  in  two  severe 
engagements,  those  of  Chancellorsville  and  Gettys- 
burg. On  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  he  re- 
turned to  Shohola  township.  Pike  county,  and  pur- 
chased land,  dividing  his  time  between  farm  work 
and  railroad  employment  for  many  years.  For  sev- 
eral years,  however,  he  has  now  lived  retired,  and 
now  spends  a part  of  his  time  in  Peckville,  Penn., 
and  the  remainder  with  his  children  in  Shohola 
township. 

On  November  8,  1847,  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Hess  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Spawn,  daughter  of  Henry  Spawn.  After  a happy 
married  life  of  almost  half  a century,  she  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  November  28,  1896.  Tbe  children 
born  to  them  were  as  follows:  (1)  Mary,  born  July 
1,  1848,  is  now  tbe  wife  of  Charles  Wallack,  general 
coal  inspector  living  at  Peckville,  Penn.  (2)  Ellen, 
born  August  8,  1850,  is  tbe  wife  of  Edward  Shadier, 
blacksmith,  of  Peckville.  (3)  Eve,  born  June  4, 
1853,  was  married  March  1,  1874,  to  George  C.  Mc- 
Kean, and  has  had  ten  children,  namely — Francis, 
who  was  born  May  20,  1875,  and  's  now  the  wife 
of  Jacob  Greening,  of  Peckville ; Jessie,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Lafayette,  born  May  7,  1878;  Katie  Flor- 
ence, born  March  27,  1880;  George  N.,  who  died  in 
infancy  ; Gusta,  born  May  20,  1883  ; Cleveland,  born 
July  30,  1885;  Warren,  born  June  14,  1887;  Eliza, 
born  April  5,  1889;  and  Everett  N.,  born  April  3, 
1893.  (4)  John  married  Annie  Keller,  and  is  a 


farmer  of  Shohola  township.  (5)  Nicholas,  Jr., 
married  Annie  McKean  and  is  a farmer  of  the 
same  township.  (6)  Christana  is  the  wife  of  Philip 
Coon,  also  an  agriculturisc  of  Shohola  township. 
The  family  is  highly  respected  wherever  known, 
and  Mr.  Hess’  many  friends  appreciate  his  sterling 
worth  and  many  excellencies  of  character.  In  po- 
litical sentiment  he  is  a strong  Republican,  and  he 
has  always  given  his  support  to  all  enterprises  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  affiliates  with 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is  a faithful 
member  of  tbe  Presbyterian  Church. 

ISAAC  PETERS  (deceased)  was  a well-known 
farmer  and  honored  citizen  of  Price  township,  Mon- 
roe county.  He  was  born  at  Newton,  N.  J.,  in  1830, 
the  only  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  Peters,  of  that 
place,  in  whose  family  were  also  three  daughters, 
namely:  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Aukeman,  of  New  York 
State ; Sarah,  wife  of  Samuel  Bland,  of  Paterson, 
N.  J. ; and  Susan. 

In  his  native  place  Mr.  Peters  was  reared  to 
manhood,  and  received  a common-school  education. 
On  November  30,  1865,  he  married  Miss  Anna 
Bates,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Emily  (Quakenbush) 
Bates,  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  of  Camden 
county,  N.  J.  In  1863  her  father  removed  to  a farm 
in  Price  township,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  for  which  he 
had  traded  some  real  eastate  in  Philadelphia  in 
1854.  Flis  wife  died  in  early  life,  leaving  him  with 
three  small  children,  whom  he  reared  to  habits  of 
usefulness,  and  with  whom  he  made  his  home  dur- 
ing his  declining  years,  dying  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Price  township  in  1885.  The  sons,  Joseph  and 
William,  live  together  on  a farm  in  that  township, 
and  the  latter  is  married.  Mrs.  Peters,  the  only 
daughter,  was  born  in  July,  1840,  and  was  reared  in 
Haddonfield,  N.  J.,  her  education  being  completed 
in  the  high  school  at  that  place. 

After  li'is  marriage  Mr.  Peters  located  upon  the 
farm  in  Price  township,  Monroe  county,  where  his 
widow  is  still  living,  and  to  its  improvement  and  culti- 
vation he  devoted  his  energies  until  life’s  labors  were 
over,  passing  away  on  that  place  in  1894.  He  was 
a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
was  a man  well  worthy  of  the  high  regard  in  which 
he  was  held  by  all  who  knew  him.  Always  a patriotic 
and  loyal  citizen,  he  served  for  over  a year  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  participated 
in  a number  of  engagements,  in  which  he  did  his 
duty  nobly  on  the  field  of  battle.  As  a citizen  he 
was  highly  respected  by  all  who  came  under  his 
genial  influence,  and  nowhere  was  his  love  more  felt 
than  in  the  home  circle,  where  wife  and  family  were 
his  first  consideration.  In  politics  he  was  a Republi- 
can, and  be  acceptably  served  as  supervisor  of  his 
township. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters  : 
(1)  Sarah,  born  in  1869,  married  Conrad  Peters,  of 
Stroudsburg,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Clara  and  Burnie.  (2)  Lewis,  born 
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in  1871,  married  Katie  Batchelor,  of  Smithfield 
township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  reside  in  Price 
township.  Their  children  are  George  and  Louisa. 
(3)  Isaac,  born  in  February,  1875,  received  the  bene- 
fits of  a public-school  education,  and  after  his  father’s 
death  became  manager  of  the  homestead,  in  the 
operation  of  which  he  has  displayed  good  business 
ability  and  sound  judgment.  (4)  Daisy,  born  in 
October,  1877,  was  educated  in  the  home  schools, 
and  is  a refined  and  accomplished  young  lady ; she 
is  a favorite  among  her  companions,  a comfort  to  her 
mother  and  brother  in  their  home,  and  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Reared  by 
picus  and  religious  parents,  the  children  have  be- 
come honored  and  useful  members  of  society. 

PRENTICE  GAVITT  was  one  of  the  brave 
men  who  laid  down  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  their 
country  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion.  Al- 
ways a patriotic  and  loyal  citizen,  he  joined  the 
Union  army  in  the  spring  of  1861,  soon  after  the 
opening  of  hostilities,  and  died  in  the  service  of  his 
country  November  17,  1861,  honored  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Gavitt  was  born  May  17,  1824.  His  father, 
Richard  Gavitt,  was  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  born 
April  22,  1796,  and  was  married  in  Connecticut  to 
Rebecca  Williams,  whose  birth  occurred  October  6, 
1794.  At  an  early  day  they  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  took  up  their  residence  in 
Dimock  township,  where  they  spent  their  remaining 
days,  the  father  dying  August  4,  1847,  the  mother 
December  16,  1863.  The  children  born  to  them 
were  as  follows:  Temperance,  now  the  widow  of 
William  Stone,  of  Lanesboro,  Penn. ; Prentice,  our 
subject;  Peter,  who  was  born  July  10,  1827,  and  is 
now  a resident  of  Sullivan  county,  Penn.;  Mary, 
who  was  born  June  24,  1830,  and  is  the  widow  of 
Francis  Rosencrants;  Nancy;  John,  who  was  born 
May  3,  1832,  and  married  Nancy  Moore,  by  whom 
he  has  three  children — Frederick,  of  Bridgewater 
township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  Clementine  and 
Homer,  both  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; and  Thankful, 
wife  of  Albert  Conklin,  of  Laporte,  Sullivan  county. 

On  attaining  to  man's  estate  Prentice  Gavitt  was 
married  in  Dimock  township,  July  12,  1846,  to  Miss 
Emiline  Parke,  who  was  born  February  17.  1827,  a 
daughter  of  Aaron  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Phillips) 
Parke.  The  father  was  born  in  Wyoming  county, 
Penn.,  June  28,  1803,  while  the  mother  was  born  in 
Pittston,  Penn.,  February  3,  1808,  and  died  March 
1,  1841.  Mrs.  Gavitt  is  the  oldest  of  their  children, 
the  others  being  as  follows : John,  born  February  6, 
1829,  lives  in  Dimock  township;  Rosella  (deceased) 
was  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Ely ; Frances  is  the  widow 
of  Thomas  Percell,  of  White  Plaven,  Penn. ; Chester 
(deceased)  made  his  home  in  Dimock  township  ; and 
Lorenzo  D.  died  while  serving  as  a member  of  a 
cavalry  regiment  during  the  Civil  war.  By  a second 
marriage  the  father  had  five  children,  namely : Mel- 
issa, Orlando,  Betsy,  Burton  and  Cornelia.  He 
made  his  home  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  until 


1842,  when  he  removed  to  Bridgewater  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  throughout  life  he  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming.  His  father  was 
Thomas  Parke,  a native  of  Connecticut,  who  mar- 
ried Lucy  Eggleston,  and  died  in  Pittston,  Penn. 
Mrs.  Gavitt’s  maternal  grandparents  were  Ozie  and 
Levina  (Davis)  Phillips,  who  lived  and  died  in 
Pittston,  Penn.,  and  her  great-grandfather  was 
John  Phillips,  a native  of  Vermont. 

Seven  children  constituted  the  family  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gavitt:  Charles,  born  July  10,  1847,  en~ 
listed,  during  the  Civil  war,  in  the  nth  P.  V.  I.,  and 
also  died  in  the  service  of  his  country  in  1864; 
John,  born  February  26,  1849,  is  a farmer  and  car- 
penter, of  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty ; Jane,  born  December  30,  1851,  died  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years;  Libby,  born  January  12,  1853,  is 
the  wife  of  J.  Ely,  of  Brooklyn  township,  Susque- 
hanna county;  Leroy,  born  December  26,  1855, 
lives  in  Hazleton,  Penn.,  and  was  the  first  mayor  of 
the  city;  Willis  (now  deceased),  born  February  10, 
1857,  married  Ellen  Newbegal,  of  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.,  and  Ida,  born  May  1,  1861,  is  living  with  her 
mother  in  Dimock  township.  The  family  were  liv- 
ing in  Jessup  township  when  Mr.  Gavitt  entered  the 
army,  and  there  he  followed  farming  as  a life  work. 
He  was  a supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  useful  and  valu- 
able citizens  of  his  community,  always  willing  to 
aid  any  enterprise  which  he  believed  would  prove 
of  public  benefit.  After  his  death  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren removed  to  Dimock  township,  where  she  pur- 
chased six  and  three-quarters  acres  of  land,  on 
which  she  has  now  made  her  home  for  thirty-three 
years.  She  has  displayed  good  business  ability 
in  the  management  of  her  affairs,  and  has  won  the 
resepct  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  her. 

E.  J.  MESSENGER,  a successful  farmer  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Ararat  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  in  Thompson,  Penn.,  in 
1841,  a son  of  John  W.  and  Susan  (Funk)  Messen- 
ger. The  father  was  born  in  the  Mohawk  Valley,  N. 
Y.,  in  1818,  and  was  a son  of  Ebenezer  Messenger, 
a native  of  Vermont  and  pioneer  of  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.  Throughout  life  the  father  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming,  and  made  his  home  in 
Thompson  and  Ararat  townships,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  later,  in  Sullivan  county,  Penn.  His 
death  occurred  in  Ararat  township,  in  1894.  His 
wife  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  her  son 
Avery,  in  that  township. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  was  there  engaged  in  farm- 
ing when  the  Civil  war  broke  out.  Feeling  that  his 
country  needed  his  services,  he  laid  aside  all  personal 
interests,  and  in  1861,  in  Bridgewater  township, 
enlisted,  in  the  three  months  service,  as  a member 
of  Company  D,  56th  P.  V.  1.  At  Harrisburg,  he  re- 
enlisted for  three  years  in  the  same  company  and 
regiment,  and  was  assigned  to  Gen.  Burnside’s  com- 
mand. Later  he  veteranized  in  the  regiment,  and 
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participated  in  all  the  battles  in  which  the  command 
was  engaged.  During  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
he  received  a gunshot  wound.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  in  October,  1865,  at  Harrisburg,  and  on 
leaving  the  service  went  to  Montrose,  Penn.  In 
1869  he  located  near  La  Porte,  Sullivan  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  opened  up  a good  farm  which  he  still 
owns.  He  continued  to  actively  engage  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  at  that  place  until  1898,  when  he 
came  to  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
purchased  a farm  of  thirty  acres  on  which  he  now 
resides.  He  has  met  with  good  success  in  his  chosen 
calling  and  has  become  quite  well-to-do. 

Mr.  Messenger  was  united  in  marriage  in  Sulli- 
van county,  with  Miss  Polly  Gould,  a native  of 
Dimock  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  children:  John,  now  a resident 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; and  a daughter  who  is  now 
Mrs.  Mead,  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.  Politically  Mr. 
Messenger  is  a Republican.  The  various  enterprises 
inaugurated  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  people 
have  invariably  enlisted  his  sympathies  and  atten- 
tion, and  he  has  manifested  the  same  loyalty  in  days 
of  peace  as  in  time  of  war. 

ANDREW  HALLET,  a highly-respected  resi- 
dent of  East  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  slate-roofing  industry, 
and,  in  addition  to  an  extensive  trade  as  a dealer  in 
materials  connected  with  that  business,  he  fills  many 
contracts  in  his  own  and  neighboring  counties. 

Mr.  Hallet  was  born  November  9,  1832,  in 
Monroe  county,  son  of  James  Hallet  and  grandson  of 
Isaac  Hallet.  His  ancestors  settled  at  an  early  day 
in  Orange  county,  N,  Y.,  where  Isaac  Hallet  passed 
his  entire  life,  he  and  his  wife,  Margaret  ( Hal- 
lock),  both  dying  there.  This  worthy  couple  had  the 
following  children:  James,  our  subject’s  father; 

William,  a farmer,  who  died  in  Northampton  coun- 
ty, Penn. ; Abbie,  who  married  Thomas  Jacobus,  of 
New  York  City;  Daniel,  deceased,  who  remained 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y. ; and  Phoebe,  who  mar- 
ried Horace  Peck,  a shoemaker  in  New  York  City, 
and  later  of  Slateford,  Penn.,  where  both  died. 

James  Hallet  was  born  in  Orange  county,  N.Y., 
in  1791,  and  engaged  in  farming  in  what  is  now 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county.  His  last  days 
were  spent  in  retirement  at  Slateford,  where  he 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years  and 
nine  months.  Politically  he  was  a Republican,  and 
in  religious  faith  he  was  a Methodist.  He  married 
Rachel  LaBarre,  who  was  born  in  1796,  daughter 
of  Joseph  LaBarre,  and  died  in  1883.  Of  their 
eight  children,  all  lived  to  maturity,  and  all  but  one 
survive.  The  eldest,  William,  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, died  in  Pocono  township,  Monroe  coun- 
ty; Margaret  married  John  Williams,  of  Slateford; 
Ellen  married  Morgan  Williams,  and  also  resides  at 
Slateford ; Mary  Jane  married  Hugh  Williams,  of 
Portland,  Penn. ; Abigail  married  Henry  Matti- 
son,  of  Monroe  county,  now  deceased;  Joseph  re- 
sides upon  a farm  in  Warren  county,  N.  J. ; An- 


drew, our  subject,  was  seventh  in  the  order  of  birth ; 
Charles  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Stroud  town- 
ship, Monroe  county. 

Our  subject’s  youth  was  spent  at  the  old  home- 
stead, and  farm  work  alternated  with  an  attendance 
at  the  district  school  near  by.  He  learned  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  but  soon  afterward  became  interested 
in  the  slate-roofing  business,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  marked  success.  Since  1870  he  has  resided  in 
East  Stroudsburg,  where  he  built  his  present  resi- 
dence, and  he  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed  in 
the  social  circles  of  that  city.  He  is  a member  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  and  also  belongs  to  the  Senior 
Order  of  United  American  Mechanics,  at  Centre- 
ville,  Penn.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  Republican. 
He  is  of  robust  constitution,  weighing  190  pounds, 
and  at  one  time  he  “tipped  the  beam”  at  205  pounds. 

In  1859  Mr.  Hallet  married  Miss  Emily  Meloy, 
a native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  born  August  II, 
1836,  and  five  children  have  blessed  the  union:  (1) 
Mary  married  Daniel  Sayre,  and  died  leaving  one 
child,  lVIazie.  (2) Ella  married  William  Foster,  of 
Springfield,  Mass.,  and  has  one  child,  Delaphene. 

(3)  Maggie  married  Willis  J.  Slater,  of  East 
Stroudsburg,  and  has  two  children,  Harry  and  Carl. 

(4)  John  W.,  who  is  a slater  by  trade,  is  a young 
man  of  fine  mental  ability,  and  has  recently  patented 
an  invention  which  promises  to  be  valuable.  He  is 
unmarried,  and  resides  at  home.  (5)  Willis  L.  is 
a student  in  a business  college  at  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

SEYMOUR  H.  LAWRENCE.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers 
of  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

For  about  a half  a century  Mr.  Lawrence  has 
been  a resident  of  the  county  and  for  twenty-one 
years  he  has  occupied  his  present  spacious  residence. 
The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Thomas 
Lawrence,  was  a wealthy  Hollander,  who  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  war  emigrated  to  America,  and 
during  that  memorable  struggle  was  living  on  land 
which  is  now  a part  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Elis  son,  Thomas  Lawrence,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  settled  with  other  members  of  the  family  on 
the  Walkill  river,  Sussex  county,  purchasing  a tract 
of  one  thousand  acres,  eight  hundred  and  eighty  of 
which  are  still  held  by  the  family  and  comprise  one 
of  the  finest  farms  of  New  Jersey.  He  married  for 
his  third  wife,  Catherine  Morris,  of  Morrisania, 
N.  Y.  He  died  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  at  the  age 
of  seventv-two  years.  His  children  were  Maria, 
who  married  Judge  Shea,  of  Philadelphia;  Richard 
M.,  father  of  our  subject;  Thomas;  and  Catherine, 
who  died  a spinster. 

Richard  Morris  Lawrence,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1778,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J. 
He  acquired  the  profession  of  surveying  and  in  that 
capacity  assisted  in  establishing'  the  boundary  line 
between  the  Lhiited  States  and  Canada.  On  the  St. 
Lawrence  river  he  lost  his  horse  through  the  ice 
while  engaged  in  this  work.  He  also  assisted  in  sur- 
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veying  the  Milford  & Oswego  turnpikes.  Politically 
he  was  a Whig,  and  he  resided  permanently  in  Sus- 
sex county,  N.  J.  Pie  was  a candidate  for  Assembly- 
man,  but  the  district  was  too  strongly  Democratic  for 
his  election.  He  married  Betsey  Hamilton,  and 
his  three  children  were : Lewis  M.,  who  re- 

sided in  Sussex  county,  and  is  now  deceased;  Will- 
iam, who  also  died  in  Sussex  county ; and  Seymour 
H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father  died  in 
1857,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 

Seymour  PI.  Lawrence,  our  subject,  was  born 
June  17,  1829,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.  His  early 
education  he  received  in  a log  school  house  with 
a stone  fire-place.  He  began  farm  work  early  in  life, 
and  in  Sussex  county  married  Hannah  A.  Pad- 
dock,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Shaw)  Pad- 
dock.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  migrated  to 
Franklin  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  eleven 
years  later  removed  to  Harford  township.  Thence 
in  1865  he  came  to1  Lenox  township,  purchasing  130 
acres  of  land,  most  of  which  was  wild,  and  engaging 
in  the  arduous  undertaking  of  clearing  the  property. 
For  thirteen  years  he  lived  on  that  property,  then 
in  1878  purchased  near  by  seventy-four  acres  of  land, 
most  of  which  was  cleared.  There  he  has  lived  dur- 
ing the  past  twenty-one  years.  He  is  engaged  in 
general  and  dairy  farming  and  is  one  of  the  influen- 
tial and  highly  esteemed  agriculturists  of  the  town- 
ship. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
three  children : W.  D.,  a merchant  of  Lenox  town- 
ship ; Gus  S.,  of  Lenox  township ; and  Alma,  wife 
of  Harry  Shipman,  of  Montrose,  Penn.  An  adopt- 
ed daughter,  Alicia  Harding  Lawrence,  married  A. 
W.  Miles.  In  politics  Mr.  Lawrence  is  a stanch 
Democrat. 

JOHN  REYNOLDS,  a retired  farmer  and  hon- 
ored citizen  of  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  in  March,  1819,  in  the  town  of 
Coxsackie,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Maria  (Vannoten)  Reynolds. 

Jacob  Reynolds,  Sr.,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a native  of  England,  who  on  his 
emigration  to  America  settled  in  Greene  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  farming  for 
many  years  He  left  a family  of  four  sons, 
namely:  Reuben,  Richard,  Jesse  and  Jacob. 

Reuben  located  in  Canada.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject both  died  upon  the  home  farm  in  Greene  coun- 
tv. In  their  family  were  eight  children,  all  born  in 
that  county,  namely : Eliza  is  now  the  widow  of 
Isaac  McGuire,  by  whom  she  had  several  children, 
and  she  is  still  a resident  of  Greene  county,  N.  Y. ; 
William  married  Rachel  Garner,  and  lives  in  the 
same  countty;  Caroline  died  unmarried  in  Greene 
county ; Isaac  also1  died  there  leaving  one  son  who 
still  resides  on  the  old  homestead ; Peter  died  unmar- 
ried on  the  home  farm ; Andrew  also  lived  on  the 
old  homestead  throughout  life;  Elmvra  married 
Walter  Youman,  and  died  in  Athens,  N.  Y.,  leav- 
ing one  son,  William,  a well-to-do  farmer  living 


on  the  Hudson  river;  and  John,  our  subject,  com- 
pletes the  family. 

John  Reynolds  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Greene  county,  and  during  his  early  life  fol- 
lowed farming  and  lumbering  there.  In  1843  he 
married  Miss  Zilpha  Walters,  a daughter  of  Jonas 
and  Betsy  Walters,  who  belonged  to^  a prominent 
old  family  of  Greene  county,  where  she  was  born 
in  August,  1827,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  Mr.  Reynolds  continued  his  residence  in  i ; 
his  native  county  for  two  years  after  his  marriage 
and  then,  in  1846,  removed  to  Delaware  county,  N. 

Y.,  and  purchased  100  acres  of  land  near  IVIason- 
ville,  where  he  cleared  and  improved  a farm.  He 
erected  upon  the  place  a good  house  and  barn,  and 
in  connection  with  general  farming,  lie  run  a sugar 
camp  in  the  spring,  remaining  there  for  twelve  years. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  ho  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  bought  a farm  near  the  town 
of  Susquehanna,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  until 
1866.  Since  then  he  has  purchased  property  in 
Oakland  township,  where,  after  having  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  for  many  years  with  good  re- 
sults, he  now  lives  retired. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  during  the  Civil  war,  enlisted, 
in  August,  1862,  in  Company  B,  137th  N.  Y.  V.  I. 

He  went,  first,  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  from 
there  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  as  a member  of  the 
1 2th  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  he  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  and  also'  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Gettysburg,  where  he  received  a slight  wound. 

He  was  then  transferred  to  the  20th  Corps,  under 
command  of  Gen.  Sherman,  and  marched  to1  Sa- 
vannah, where  he  was  seriously  wounded  in  the 
shoulder  by  a minie  ball,  which  he  still  keeps  as  a 
relic  of  the  days  of  hardships  and  privations  when 
fig'hting  for  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it  represented. 
After  a few  days  spent  in  the  field  hospital  he  was 
sent  to  the  general  hospital,  where  he  remained  until 
the  following  July,  when  he  was  sent  to-  Elmira,  N. 

Y.,  and  was  honorably  discharged.  He  was  in  the 
service  for  three  long  years,  and  participated  in 
many  battles  and  skirmishes. 

Mr.  Reynolds’  first  wife  died  leaving  two  sons 
and  three  daughters,  namely:  (1)  William  H.,  born 
in  Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  has  followed  railroading 
and  farming  through  life.  He  married  (first)  Mary 
Tanner,  who  died  four  years  later  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, who  died  in  childhood.  He  then  married  her 
sister,  Wealthy  Tanner,  who  survived  their  mar- 
riage but  three  years,  and  for  his  third  wife  he 
wedded  Eliza  Munson,  of  Susquehanna,  who  died 
at  the  end  of  six  years,  leaving  three  children — Jen- 
nie, Minnie,  a.nd  Grace  (Mrs.  Ernest  Retill,  of  Sus- 
quehanna). His  present  wife  was  formerly  Miss 
Adda  Atwood,  and  they  now  reside  on  his  farm  in 
Oakland  township.  (2)  Martha  J.,  born  in  Delaware 
county,  N.  Y.,  married  Martin  Pooler,  of  Susque- 
hanna county,  and  they  live  in  the  village  of  Oak- 
land. (3)  Mary,  born  in  1850,  in  Delaware  county, 
married  Isaac  Kent,  of  New  York  State,  who  works 
in  the  railroad  shops,  and  they  reside  in  the  town  of 
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Oakland.  Their  children  were — Leona  (deceased 
wife  of  Henry  Oxley),  Bertha,  Lillian,  Mary,  Leon, 
and  Lloyd.  (4)  Watson,  born  in  Delaware  county, 
N.  Y.,  is  also  employed  in  the  railroad  shops  at 
Oakland.  He  married  Josephine  Wodden,  of  that 
place,  who  died  leaving  two  sons — Leroy  and  Frank, 
and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Carrie  Slack,  of 
Deposit,  N.  Y.  (5)  Bessie,  born  in  February,  185 — , 
in  Delaware  county,  was  educated  in  the  Oakland 
schools,  and  in  1869  married  Noah  Chamberlain, 
of  Oakland,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  butcher  busi- 
ness, and  where  he  owns  a nice  home.  They  have 
seven  children,  namely — Frank,  born  in  Oakland, 
in  1871,  married  Elizabeth  Joyns,  a native  of  Eng- 
land, by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Sarah  E.,  and  they 
reside  in  Oakland ; Edith,  born  in  Oakland  in  1873, 
is  a graduate  of  the  Susquehanna  Academy,  and  is 
one  of  the  successful  teachers  in  the  Oakland  schools  ; 
Eva,  born  in  New  Milford,  Penn.,  in  1875,  is  a grad- 
uate of  the  Oakland  schools,  and  also  taught  for  one 
term  but  is  now  engaged  in  dressmaking  in  Oakland  ; 
Ina,  born  in  New  Milford,  in  1878,  is  now  the  wife 
of  William  Pierce,  a machinist  in  the  shops  at  Oak- 
land ; Bessie,  born  in  Oakland,  in  1881,  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  that  place ; Alfred,  born  in  Oak- 
land, in  1884,  and  Ruth,  born  in  July,  1898,  are 
both  at  home.  In  1870  Mr.  Reynolds  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Alka  Hol- 
enbeck,  widow  of  Robert  Eaton,  by  whom  she  has 
one  daughter,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Sykes, 
a railroad  man  of  Oakland. 

Religiously  Mr.  Reynolds  and  his  family  are 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
they  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  them. 
Politically  Mr.  Reynolds  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  fraternally  he  is  a member  of 
Moody  Post  No.  53,  G.  A.  R.  He  has  led  an  hon- 
orable and  useful  life,  and  by  his  many  acts  of  kind- 
ness and  deeds  of  charity  has  endeared  himself  to 
all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact  in  either  busi- 
ness or  social  life. 

EDWARD  BURKE.  One  of  the  most  note- 
worthy residents  of  Choconut  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  is  Edward  Burke,  who  has  lived  to 
the  age  of  ninety-six  years,  and  whose  residence 
in  the  township  dates  back  to  about  1830.  He  is 
notable,  not  only  for  his  extreme  old  age  and  for  his 
vigor  and  brightness,  not  only  for  his  long  residence 
in  the  township,  but  for  his  splendid  type  of  citizen- 
ship and  for  his  achievements  in  northeastern  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland, 
in  1804,  son  of  John  and  Eliza  (Haley)  Burke,  who 
in  1810  emigrated  to  America,  locating  first  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  and  later  in  Monmouth  county,  N.  J., 
where  for  a number  of  years  he  engaged  in  farming 
on  shares.  In  1825  he  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  pur- 
chasing land  in  Silver  Lake  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  and  making  a number  of  improvements. 
Selling  this  property  he  purchased  a farm  in  Mid- 
dletown, Susquehanna  county,  and  a few  years  later 


he  removed  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he  invested 
largely  and  wisely  in  real  estate,  realizing  a hand- 
some revenue  in  rentals  until  his  death  in  that  city. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  ana  po- 
litically was  a Democrat.  1 he  family  of  John  Burke 
consisted  of  four  children:  Edward,  our  subject; 
Redmond;  John;  and  Mary.  Redmond  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  married  a New  York  lady,  and  moved 
to  Harper’s  Ferry,  where  he  joined  in  the  Confeder- 
ate army  as  an  officer.  He  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
afterward  shot  as  a Rebel  spy ; he  left  a family  who 
are  still  residents  of  Virginia.  John  died  when  a 
young  man,  and  was  buried  in  New  Jersey.  Mary, 
born  m New  Jersey,  married  Michael  Whalen,  and 
settled  in  Choconut  township,  where  both  died  leav- 
ing two  children,  James  Whalen,  a Catholic  priest 
of  Scranton,  and  Louisa  Whalen,  of  Friendsville. 

Edward,  our  subject,  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  New  Jersey.  He  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Susquehanna  county  in  1825,  and  married 
Miss  Catherine  Donnelly,  daughter  of  Thomas  Don- 
nelly, one  of  the  wealthy  land  holders  of  Choconut 
township.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  settled 
on  land  given  him  by  his  father-in-law.  He  cleared 
up  a large  farm,  erecting  fine  buildings  and  becoming 
a prosperous  and  wealthy  farmer.  JLater  he  rented 
his  farm  and  moved  to  New  York,  where  he  engaged 
for  a number  of  years  in  the  wholesale  hat  and  cap 
trade.  However,  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Choco- 
nut township,  where  his  wife  died  leaving  one  son, 
John  Burke,  who  graduated  from  Hamilton  Col- 
lege, was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  is  now  a promi- 
nent attorney  of  Chicago,  111.  For  his  second  wife 
our  subject  married  Miss  Mary  Flanagan,  of  New 
York  City,  and  to  this  union  there  were  born  five 
children:  James,  Rodman  West,  Eliza,  Annie  (de- 
ceased) and  William.  Mrs.  Burke  dying,  our  sub- 
ject for  his  third  wife  married  Miss  Bridget  Hickey, 
of  Apolacon  township,  daughter  of  James  and  Anna 
Hickey,  one  of  the  old  families  of  Susquehanna 
county.  To1  this  union  there  were  born  two  sons : 
Frank,  who  is  now  the  capable  and  successful  man- 
ager of  the  home  farm,  and  Frederick,  an  active 
and  prosperous  business  man  in  Wisconsin. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a Democrat.  He  has 
been  elected  assessor  and  school  director,  and  has 
filled  various  other  local  offices  with  ability  and  cred- 
it. Himself  and  family  are  members  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church,  to  which  he  has  always  been  a liberal  con- 
tributor. Though  now  ninety-six  years  of  age,  his 
mind  is  as  clear  as  that  of  many  men  of  half  his  age. 
His  memory  is  bright,  and  goes  back  clearly  to  the 
scenes  and  incidents  of  his  early  days.  His  habits 
have  always  been  temperate,  he  has  been  thrifty, 
industrious  and  prosperous.  Few  if  any  citizens  in 
Choconut  township  have  experienced  a more  worthy 
or  influential  career. 

RUFUS  GRISWOLD  has  throughout  his  act- 
ive business  life  been  principally  identified  with  the 
agricultural  and  lumber  interests  of  Wayne  county, 
and  now  owns  and  successfully  operates  a fine  farm 
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in  Mt.  Pleasant  township.  He  was  born  in  that 
township,  in  February,  1824,  a son  of  Orin  and  Lois 
(Denning)  Griswold,  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
early  settlers  of  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  Co., 
Penn.,  where  the  father  purchased  122  acres  of  wild 
land  and  transformed  the  same  into  a good  farm. 
His  residence  was  a little  frame  building,  the  first 
house  of  its  kind  in  the  township.  He  resided  upon 
this  property  during  his  entire  residence  in  the  coun- 
ty, and  when  life’s  labors  were  ended  he  died  there 
in  1878.  His  wife  had  passed  away  three  years  pre- 
viously. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  three 
sons  and  one  daughter:  (1)  Alfred,  born  in  Mt. 
Pleasant,  in  1822,  married  Sarah  A.  Lowery,  of 
Wayne  county,  and  engaged  in  the  butcher  business 
in  Carbondale,  where  he  died  in  1858.  Lie  left  a 
widow  and  three  children,  of  whom,  Charles  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years ; Altha  is  now  the  wife  of 
Stephen  Tagely,  of  Carbondale,  and  has  six  children, 
George,  Charles,  Edward,  Orin,  Bell  and  Ollie.  Orin, 
a conductor  on  the  railroad  between  Pottsville  and 
Wilkes  Barre,  is  married  and  has  one  son.  (2)  Ru- 
fus, our  subject.  (3)  Ambrose,  born  on  the  pres- 
ent home  of  our  subject,  in  1828,  followed  farming 
until  his  death  (he  did  not  marry).  (4)  Mary,  born 
on  the  same  place,  married  Hiram  Dibble,  of  W ayne 
county,  and  they  made  their  home  in  Peckville, 
where  she  died,  leaving  no  family. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Rufus  Griswold  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  lo- 
cality, and  during  early  life  he  followed  lumbering 
and  farming.  In  1858  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Nancy  Miles,  of  Bethany,  Wayne  county, 
a daughter  of  James  and  Almeda  (Brink)  Miles, now 
deceased.  Her  father  was  born  in  Orange  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  when  a young  man  came  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty, where  he  was  married  and  afterward  located  at 
Cherry  Ridge,  carrying  on  the  stone  mason’s  trade 
there  until  his  death.  His  children  were : Clarissa, 
now  the  wife  of  Levi  Bennett;  Mary  J.,  wife  of 
Rev.  James  Miner,  of  Watertown,  N.  Y. ; Lucius; 
Charles  N.,  who  was  drowned  at  sea  ; Nancy,  wife  of 
our  subject ;.  Isaac  and  William  LI.,  who  were  both 
drowned  at  Honesdale  in  1872;  and  Alice,  wife  of 
William  Bates,  of  Carbondale.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Griswold  were  born  two  children,  but  Emma  Jane, 
Dorn  in  1872,  died  in  childhood,  and  the  other  died 
at  birth.  In  1873  they  adopted  Lula  Drake,  who 
remained  with  them  until  she  became  the  wife  of 
Wallace  Mills,  of  Wayne  county.  They  now  reside 
in  Mt.  Pleasant  township  and  have  a family  of  four 
children : Bessie,  Orasmuth,  Gladys  and  Rufus. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Griswold  located  in 
Clinton,  Wayne  county,  where  he  resided  for  some 
time.  During  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  he 
manifested  his  love  of  country  by  enlisting,  in  1862, 
and  from  Wayne  county  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
thence  going  to  Newport  News,  Va.,  and  later  to 
Yorktown,  Va.,  where  he  did  guard  duty,  being  de- 
tailed as  provost  guard  until  honorably  discharged 
in  August,  1863.  Returning  to  Wayne  county  he  en- 


gaged in  farming  in  Dyberry  township  for  four  years, 
and  later  for  a number  of  years  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Co.  In  1875  he  returned 
to  the  old  home  farm,  where  he  and  his  wife  cared 
for  his  father  until  the  latter’s  death  two  years  later. 
Our  subject  then  purchased  the  place,  and  has  since 
successfully  operated  it.  He  is  an  honored  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Forest  City,  is  a Jack- 
sonian Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  held  office.  Elis 
wife  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  the 
social  circles  of  the  community  they  occupy  a promi- 
nent position. 

JOHN  SCHULER.  Many  of  the  best  class 
of  citizens  of  Monroe  county  have  come  from  over 
the  sea,  particularly  from  the  Empire  of  Germany. 
They  have  transported  to  this  country  the  industry, 
thrift  and  economy  of  their  native  land,  and  have 
been  very  important  factors  in  its  development  and 
prosperity.  Of  this  class  of  honest,  hard-working, 
alien  born  citizens,  there  is  none  who  occupies  a 
more  prominent  place  than  our  subject,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  general  farming  in  Tobyhanna 
township. 

Mr.  Schuler  was  born  May  29,  1833,  in  Rhine- 
berger,  Germany,  of  which  province  his  parents, 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Stelp)  Schuler,  were  also  na- 
tives. The  father  who  was  a farmer  and  game  war- 
den in  Germany,  came  to  America  in  i860  and  locat- 
ed at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  where  he  followed  coal 
mining.  He  died  in  that  city  in  1890,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1878.  In  their  family  were  nine 
children:  John,  of  this  review;  Valentine,  a saloon 
keeper  of  Wilkes  Barre;  Frank,  who  is  employed  on 
city  work  at  that  place;  Frederick,  who  conducts  a 
shoe  store  there ; Adam,  a molder  of  Wilkes  Barre ; 
Lewis,  an  engineer  of  Parsons,  Penn. ; Catherine, 
wife  of  Henry  Walter,  a laborer  of  Wilkes  Barre ; 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  C.  Frey,  and  a resident  of 
Philadelphia ; and  Annie,  who  is  now  a widow  and 
resides  in  Philadelphia. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a good  prac- 
tical education  in  the  German  language,  and  re- 
mained in  the  Fatherland  until  eighteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  found  em- 
ployment as  a farm  hand  near  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. 
Later  he  worked  for  three  years  in  the  lumber  woods 
at  Bear  Creek,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  then  rented 
land  and  engaged' in  farming  for  two  years,  in  Ham- 
ilton township,  Monroe  county,  after  which  he  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Jackson  township,  the  same  coun- 
ty, which  he  operated  for  seven  years.  On  selling 
that  place  he  came,  in  1864,  to  Tobyhanna  town- 
ship, and  bought  150  acres,  nearly  all  cleared.  Here 
he  followed  lumbering  and  farming,  and  also  for 
three  years  conducted  a hotel,  and  for  many  years 
engaged  in  merchandising.  Subsequently  he  spent 
twenty  years  in  Wilkes  Barre,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  huckstering  business,  but  in  1890  he 
returned  to  Tobyhanna  township,  Monroe  county, 
and  resumed  farming.  Besides  his  property  here 
he  owns  a good  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Jackson 
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township,  of  which  fifty  acres  have  been  cleared. 
In  business  matters  he  is  prompt  and  notably  relia- 
ble and  the  success  that  has  crowned  his  efforts  is 
certainly  well  deserved. 

Mr.  Schuler  has  been  twice  married,  first  at 
White  Haven,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Mary  Miller,  a daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Eve  Miller,  of  Jackson  township, 
Monroe  county.  Eight  children  blessed  this  union : 
George,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years ; 
Elizabeth,  who  died  when  young;  William,  who  is 
employed  in  the  wire  rope  works  at  Wilkes  Barre; 
John,  a teamster  at  that  place;  Frank,  who  works  in 
a planing  mill  at  Wilkes  Barre;  Annie,  wife  of 
Charles  Togus,  of  Wilkes  Barre ; Frederick,  who  has 
been  employed  for  the  past  fifteen  years  in  a cloth- 
ing store  in  Wilkes  Barre;  and  Harry,  a laborer 
and  contractor  for  John  Smith  at  Parsons,  Penn. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Schuler  married  Catherine 
Winter,  widow  of  Jacob  Shiffer. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Schuler  is  independ- 
ent, and  he  has  ever  taken  a very  active  and  promi- 
nent part  in  public  affairs,  being  one  of  the  most 
public-spirited  and  progressive  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity. He  has  served  several  years  as  school  di- 
rector, as  supervisor  two  years  and  tax  collector 
three  years,  and  while  a resident  of  Wilkes  Barre 
he  was  a member  of  the  election  board,  school  di- 
rector four  years,  and  treasurer  of  the  school 
board  for  a year  and  a half.  His  official  duties  have 
always  been  most  promptly  and  capably  performed, 
and  he  is  justly  numbered  among  the  valued  and 
useful  citizens  of  the  township.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  he 

belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  at  Wilkes  Barre. 

• 

ALFRED  SWINGLE,  an  industrious  and 
thrifty  agriculturist  of  Sterling  township,  has  spent 
his  entire  life  in  Wayne  county,  his  birth  occurring 
in  South  Canaan  township,  April  21,  1862.  His  par- 
ents, Ralph  and  Jeanette  (Swingle)  Swingle,  were 
also  natives  of  South  Canaan  township.  During  his 
active  business  career  the  father  engaged  in  farming, 
and  was  employed  on  the  old  Gravity  railroad  until 
it  abandoned  business.  He  died  in  1870,  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-two  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Swingle  burying  ground  of  South  Canaan  town- 
ship. He  left  three  children : Gaston,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years ; and  Alpheus  and  Alfred, 
twins,  the  former  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years.  The  mother,  who  was  born  in  1840, 
is  now  the  wife  of  Elbert  Boothe,  a farmer,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania. 

On  leaving  home  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  Alfred  Swingle  purchased  a farm  in  South 
Canaan  township,  which  he  operated  for  three  years 
and  then  sold,  moving  to  Salem  township,  where 
he  also  owned  a farm  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  eleven  years.  On  February  9,  1896,  he 
bought  his  present  farm,  which  is  one  of  the  best  in 
Sterling  township,  for  the  land  is  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  is  improved  with  good  and  sub- 
stantial buildings. 


In  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Swin- 
gle was  married  April  11,  1888,  to  Miss  Ellen  Er- 
good,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev.  Bel- 
lows. They  now  have  four  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Ralph  M.,  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1889;  Sadie  E.,  August  2,  1890;  Florence 
M.,  March  30,  1892;  and  Howard  A.,  April  22, 
1895.  Mrs.  Swingle  was  born  in  Trumbull  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  October  10,  1865,  a daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Sarah  E.  (Campbell)  Ergood,  the  former  a native 
of  Easton,  Penn.,  and  the  latter  of  Trumbull  coun- 
ty, Ohio.  Her  father  now  lives  in  Dreher  township, 
Wayne  county. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Swingle  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  always  gives  his  support  to  those 
enterprises  which  he  believes  calculated  to  prove 
of  public  good,  being  one  of  the  most  public-spirited 
citizens  of  his  community. 

CHARLES  D.  MITCHELL,  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  reliable  business  men  of  Salem 
township,  Wayne  county,  has  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  agricultural  and  lumber  interests  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  He  was  born  September  7,  1856, 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  and  is  a worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  leading  pioneer  families 
of  this  region. 

Flis  father,  John  P.  Mitchell,  was  born  July 
2,  1809,  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  a son  of  Michael 
and  Lucy  (Munson)  Mitchell,  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, who  came  to  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  in  1814, 
and  located  in  Salem  township.  His  great-grand- 
father, Michael  Mitchell,  Sr.,  was  born  in  England 
and  on  his  emigration  to  America  located  in  Con- 
necticut. During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was 
taken  prisoner  bv  the  British  and  starved  to  death  in 
a barn.  Michael  Mitchell,  Jr.,  who  was  a farmer 
and  lumberman,  died  January  26,  1855,  aged  eighty 
years,  his  wife  February  3,  1867,  aged  ninety-one 
years  and  seven  months. 

Our  subject’s  father  also  followed  the  occupa- 
tions of  farming  and  lumbering  quite  extensively, 
operating  sawmills  for  many  years,  and  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  very  wealthy,  but  when  the 
estate  was  settled  after  his  death  very  little  remained. 
He  was  a polished  gentleman  and  quite  prominent 
both  in  social  and  business  life,  enjoying  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  held 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
was  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  was 
honored  with  a number  of  township  offices. 

On  February  13,  1831,  in  Sterling  township, 
John  P.  Mitchell  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Long,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  December  31, 
1 8 1 1 , and  by  this  union  he  had  the  following  chil- 
dren : Lucy  A.,  born  August  26,  1832,  married 
Hugh  Lancaster,  who  engaged  in  farming  and  con- 
ducted a stick  factory  in  Sterling,  Wayne  county, 
and  she  died  September  18,  1892;  Sarahett,  born 
November  10,  1834,  is  the  wife  of  John  McFarland, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere.  Angeline,  born 
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March  20,  1837,  is  the  wife  of  Sanford  Williams,  a 
carpenter  of  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county ; Eugene  B., 
born  June  27,  1839,,  is  unmarried  and  resides  in 
Scranton,  Penn.;  Salmon  P.,  born  March  29,  1841, 
married  (first)  Miranda  Davis  and  after  her  death 
(second)  Jerusa  Waite,  and  is  engaged  in  carpen- 
tering in  Olyphant,  Penn.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  May  9,  1841,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  ITollisterville  cemetery.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  again 
married,  April  11,  1842,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Frances  Williams,  who  died  August  8,  1862, 
at  the  age  of  forty-one  years  and  nine  months. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  them,  namely : Mary 
E.,  born  December  23,  1843,  married  Dr.  H.  B. 
Stevens,  and  both  are  now  deceased ; George,  born 
July  24,  1843,  is  unmarried  and  is  now  serving  as 
postmaster  at  Hollisterville ; Uriah  W.,  born  August 
30,  1849,  married  Emma  Kootzer  and  is  a sawyer  at 
Ricketts,  Penn.;  Nancy,  born  June  29,  1852,  died 
January  27,  1857;  Charles  D.,  of  this  sketch,  is  next 
in  order  of  birth ; Hewett,  born  April  2,  i860,  mar- 
ried Anna  Walters  and  is  a merchant  at  Forest 
City,  Penn.;  and  Washington,  born  June  12,  1862, 
died  July  31,  1862.  On  September  8,  1863,  Mr. 
Mitchell  married  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Englert,  who  died 
September  18,  1892,  aged  seventy-one  years,  seven 
months  and  eighteen  days.  Pie  died  March  5,  1896, 
and  both  were  buried  in  the  Hollisterville  cemetery. 

Until  twenty-four  years  of  age  Charles  D. 
Mitchell  remained  under  the  parental  roof,  and 
then  went  to  Spring  Brook,  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
where  he  served  as  foreman  for  the  Peck  Lumber 
Co.  for  five  years.  The  following  ten  years  he 
held  a similar  position  with  the  A.  Lewis  Lumber 
Co.,  but  in  1893  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  father  he  purchased  the 
place,  which  he  is  now  successfully  operating.  The 
first  sawmill  erected  on  this  land  was  built  at  an 
early  day  upon  the  site  now  occupied  by  our  sub- 
ject’s mill,  the  latter  having  been  built  by  his  fa- 
ther in  1871,  when  the  original  mill  there  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 

On  March  20,  1880,  at  Moscow,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Mitchell  was  married,  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Westlake,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  to  Miss  Nellie  Tur- 
ner, and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Zoela,  born  January  27,  1881  ; and  Maxwell, 
born  May  17,  1882.  Mrs.  Mitchell  was  born  May 
21,  1859,  at  Springbrook,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  Na- 
than and  Sarah  (Wilson)  Turner,  the  former  a 
native  of  Spring  Brook,  the  latter  of  Belvidere,  N. 
J.  Her  parents  were  married  at  Daleville,  Penn., 
and  to  them  were  born  four  children : Emma,  born 
August  12,  1853,  died  unmarried;  Mary,  born  July 
*855'  married  Thomas  Lewis,  and  both  are  now- 
deceased;  George,  born  March  28,  1857,  married 
Ida  Scott,  and  is  superintendent  in  a turning  shop 
at  Kane,  Penn.;  and  E.  Nellie  completes  the  fam- 
ily. The  mother  died  at  Spring  Brook,  June  5, 
(879,  aged  fifty-one  years  and  nine  months,  but  the 
father,  who  was  born  May  18,  1826,  is  still  living  at 
that  place.  He  is  a retired  turner,  having  operated 


a factory  for-  many  years ; is  a Republican  in  pol- 
itics, and  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged. 
His  parents  were  Abraham  and  Mary  (Slosson) 
Turner,  the  former  a miller  by  trade.  They  were 
natives  of  Connecticut,  and  died  in  Spring  Brook, 
Penn.  Mrs.  Mitchell's  maternal  grandparents,  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  (Christian)  Wilson,  were  born  in 
Belvidere,  N.  J.,  where  the  latter  died,  while  the 
former  passed  away  at  Spring  Brook,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  a well-educated  man,  having 
completed  his  literary  course  of  study  by  six  months’ 
attendance  at  Kingston  College  when  sixteen  years 
of  age,  and  he  is  thoroughly  posted  on  topics  of  gen- 
eral interest,  as  well  as  the  leading  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day.  He  is  a member  in  good  standing 
of  Blue  Lodge,  No.  330,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  in  his 
political  affiliations  he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  By 
all  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
influential  citizens  of  Salem  township,  and  his  cir- 
cle of  friends  and  acquaintances  is  extensive. 

JAMES  B.  HELLER  is  a prominent  repre- 
sentative of  the  farming  and  stock  raising  interests 
of  Jackson  township,  Monroe  county,  and  has  pros- 
pered in  his  labors.  He  is  a man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness capacities,  and  his  habits  of  thought  and  ob- 
servation have  tended  to  provide  him  with  a good 
fund  of  general  information,  which  has  proved  valu- 
able in  every  respect. 

The  Heller  family  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  agricultural  and  industrial  interests  of  Mon- 
roe county.  Jacob  Heller,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Hamilton  township,  and  for  many  years  fol- 
lowed the  cooper’s  trade  in  Stroud  township,  where 
he  also  engaged  in  farming  on  a small  scale.  There 
he  wedded  Mary  Brewer,  a native  of  Stroud  town- 
ship, and  a daughter  of  James  Brewer,  a shoe- 
maker of  that  township.  Mr.  Heller  died  in  1867, 
at  the  age  of  sixtv-seven  years,  his  wife  in  1885, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  Both  were  active  and 
prominent  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  in 
which  he  was  an  officer  at  one  time;  politically  he 
was  a Democrat.  Their  children  were  Daniel,  who 
died  in  Stroud  township;  James  B.,  our  subject; 
Lillie,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Stroud  township ; 
Therris,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years ; Mary 
Ann,  wife  of  Ferdinand  Metzgar,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship ; Lewis,  living  in  Stroud  township ; Henry,  de- 
ceased ; and  Rachel,  wife  of  Reuben  Gerhart,  of 
Cherry  Valley,  Stroud  township. 

James  B.  Heller  was  born  December  15,  1828, 
in  Stroud  township,  where  he  was  reared,  and  re- 
ceived a fair  common-school  education.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-two  he  went  to  Carbon  county,  Penn., 
where  he  engaged  in  lumbering  for  twelve  years. 
While  thus  engaged  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  and 
patriotic  men  from  all  the  walks  of  life  thronged 
to  the  front  in  response  to  the  call  of  the  general 
government  to  defend  the  national  life.  Fired  by 
the  spirit  of  patriotism,  Mr.  Heller  enlisted,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1862,  and  served  two  years  as  a member  of 
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Company  E,  67th  P.  V.  I.,  after  which  he  re- 
enlisted, remaining  in  the  service  until  hostilities 
ceased.  The  officers  of  his  company  were  Capt. 
James  Carney,  Lieut.  John  Carpenter,  and  Second 
Lieut.  Hagenbach,  while  Col.  Stanton  commanded 
the  regiment.  Mr.  Heller  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburg,  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
and  all  of  the  engagements  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley.  He  was  captured  by  the  enemy  at  Win- 
chester, and  held  as  a prisoner  for  forty-seven  days 
on  Belle  Isle,  and  for  a few  days  in  Libby  Prison. 
He  took  part  in  the  fighting  before  Petersburg  and 
Richmond,  and  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee, 
being  finally  discharged  August  14,  1865. 

Soon  after  the  war  Mr.  Heller  came  to  Jack- 
son  township,  Monroe  county,  and  purchased  his 
present  property,  consisting  of  272  acres,  much 
of  which  was  wild  at  that  time,  but  he  has  since 
cleared  eighty  acres,  erected  a comfortable  residence,  ! 
good  barns  and  outbuildings,  and  now  has  one  of  | 
the  finest  farms  in  the  township. 

At  White  Haven,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  Mr.  Hel- 
ler married  Miss  Catherine  Fenner,  a daughter  of 
Jonathan  Fenner.  She  was  born  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  and  died  May  15,  1898,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six  years.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  namely:  Ferdinand 

is  mentioned  below;  John  is  also  a farmer  of  Jack- 
son  township ; Leonard  is  working  in  the  lumber 
woods,  and  lives  in  Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe 
county;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Owen  Neihart,  of 
Jackson  township;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  John  Rieno, 
of  Hamilton  township,  Monroe  county;  Frank  is 
living  in  Stroudsburg ; and  Emma  is  the  wife  of 
Elmer  Shoemaker,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Heller  supported  Lincoln  for  the  Presi- 
dency at  both  elections,  and  also  voted  once  for  Gen. 
Grant,  but  he  has  since  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  As  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
community  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  the  of- 
fices of  constable  (two  years),  supervisor  (seven- 
teen years),  and  overseer  of  the  poor.  He  has  also 
been  a member  of  the  election  board.  In  1854  he 
joined  Snyderville  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  White 
Haven,  Penn.,  and  is  still  connected  with  that  Order, 
while  religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  He  is  one  of  the  famous  hunters  of  his 
locality,  and  from  boyhood  up  to  1893  had  killed 
over  600  foxes,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  records  of 
bounty  at  the  court  house.  Since  1865  he  has  also 
killed  three  bears  and  twenty-one  deer. 

Ferdinand  Heller,  son  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Stroud  township,  August  15,  1853,  and  was 
reared  in  Monroe  county,  receiving  a common- 
school  education.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm 
with  his  father  until  1895.  In  Jackson  township  he 
married  Miss  Mary  E.  Rustine,  a daughter  of  Ja- 
cob Rustine,  and  to  them  have  been  born  seven 
children:  John,  Milton,  Edward,  Albert,  Sadie, 

Emma  and  James  B.,  all  at  home.  In  1895  Mr. 
Heller  became  interested  in  a sawmill,  and  in  cider 
making.  He  does  custom  sawing,  and  in  the  fall 


does  a large  and  profitable  business  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cider,  making  40,000  gallons  annually. 
Lie  owns  s’ixty-two  acres  of  land,  about  twenty  of 
which  are  cleared,  and  in  connection  with  his  other 
business  is  engaged  in  farming  to  a limited  extent. 
He  is  a stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  has  efficiently 
served  as  school  director  for  three  years,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church. 

SEDGWICK  RUSSLING  HUFF,  an  hon- 
ored veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  a representative 
farmer  of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  was  born 
June  7,  1838,  in  that  township,  and  is  of  German 
descent. 

Mr.  Fluffs  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Huff, 
was  born,  reared  and  married  in  Germany,  and  on 
emigrating  to  America  located  in  Sussex  county,  N. 
J.,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  Abram 
Huff,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born  in  that  county, 
and  in  his  native  State  married  Miss  Annie  N.  Perry. 
They  soon  afterward  removed  to  Blooming  Grove 
township,  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  a short  time  later 
purchased  property  in  Palmyra  township,  where  the 
father  died  in  May,  1863,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years ; the  mother  passed  away  at  the  extreme  old 
age  of  ninety-six.  In  their  family  were  the  follow- 
ing named  children:  Sarah  (deceased),  who  mar- 

ried Samuel  Warner,  a farmer  of  Palmyra  township ; 
Benjamin,  who  married  Libby  Smith,  and  died  in 
Iowa;  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ebenezer,  who 
wedded  Mary  Ann  Bishop,  and  is  a farmer  of  Pau- 
pack  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn. ; Levi,  a farmer  of 
Palmyra  township,  married  Annie  Perry,  and  died 
in  1894  (he  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war)  ; Ruth, 
wife  of  Robert  Conley,  a farmer  near  Brooklyn, 
Iowa;  Peter,  who-  died  in  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-five  years ; Margaret,  wife  of 
Charles  Cole,  a lumberman  of  Sullivan  county,  N. 
Y. ; William  (also  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war),  who 
married  Maria  De  Groat,  and  resides  in  Salem  town- 
ship, Wayne  Co.,  Penn. ; Daniel,  a resident  of  Haw- 
ley, Penn.,  who  (first)  married  Martha  Swingle, 
and  (second)  Sarah  Chamberlain;  and  Sedgwick 
R.,  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

The  common  schools  of  Pike  county  afforded 
our  subject  his  educational  privileges,  and  as  soon 
as  he  was  old  enough  to  be  of  any  assistance  he  be- 
gan to  aid  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  Later 
he  cared  for  his  parents,  when  they  became  too  old 
and  feeble  to  help  themselves.  After  his  father’s 
death  he  came  into  possession  of  the  old  homestead, 
which  he  sold,  purchasing  property  in  Salem  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  On  disposing  of  the  latter  place 
he  removed  to  Llawley,  Penn.,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a tannery  for  three  years,  and  then  worked 
in  a sawmill  at  Wilsonville,  Wayne  county,  for  a 
time.  In  1883  he  located  upon  a newly  acquired 
farm  in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  consisting 
of  fifty  acres,  half  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  and 
here  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  general 
agriculture. 
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Mr.  Huff  was  married,  in  Monroe  county, 
Penn.,  to  Miss  Martha  E.,  daughter  of  Cornelius 
and  Martha  (Kelley)  Buckingham,  and  three  chil- 
dren blessed  their  union:  Curtis  T..  born  April  14, 
1S63,  is  a carpenter  and  contractor,  and  also  a retail 
lumber  dealer,  at  Dunmore,  Penn.;  Olive,  born  July 
20,  1865,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Berton  T., 
born  December  5,  1867,  is  in  business  with  his 
brother  as  a contractor  and  builder  at  Dunmore. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Huff 
enlisted,  in  February,  1864,  in  the  113th  P.  V.  L,  and 
saw  service  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  being  honora- 
bly discharged  in  November,  1865.  He  is  now  an 
honored  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, is  a stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views, 
and  has  creditably  served  as  supervisor  of  Palmyra 
township  for  three  terms. 

WILLIAM  WICKLIFF  POPE,  the  head  of 
the  Pope  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Gibson  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  is  widely  known  as  an  un- 
dertaker and  manufacturer  of  fine  furniture.  His 
factory,  built  by  W.  D.  Eymer,  is  run  by  water 
power,  enabling  him  to  meet  the  demands  of  his 
large  trade. 

Mr.  Pope  was  born  April  1,  1843,  at  Smiley, 
Susquehanna  county,  and  comes  of  good  pioneer 
ancestry.  Deacon  William  Pope,  his  grandfather, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut,  and  was  married 
there  to  Amy  Stanton.  About  1840  they  removed  to 
Susquehanna  county,  locating  upon  a farm  in  Gib- 
son township,  and  he  became  a leading  worker  in  the 
Baptist  Church  of  that  locality,  having  been  a deacon 
in  the  church  before  leaving  Connecticut. 

William  H.  Pope,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
at  Butternuts,  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to 
Susquehanna  county  in  1835.  For  several  years  he 
taught  school  and  later  he  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  cloth  and  woolens.  He  was  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  anti-slavery  movement,  assisting  in  the 
work  of  the  “Underground  Railroad,”  and  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Know  Nothings  and  later  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  frequently  chosen  to 
township  office  and  served  several  terms  as  school 
director.  At  fourteen  he  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  he  took  a prominent  part,  serving 
many  years  as  deacon.  Pie  died  April  5,  1895,  aged 
eighty-three  years.  On  August  21,  1837,  he  was 
married,  in  Gibson  township,  to  his  first  wife,  Sarah 
Holmes,  daughter  of  Deacon  William  Holmes,  a 
leading  citizen  of  Gibson  township,  of  whom  men- 
tion is  made  elsewhere.  She  was  born  June  29, 
1813,  and  died  April  27,  1849,  her  remains  being- 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Gelatt.  Deacon  Pope’s 
second  wife,  Mary  N.  (Witter),  was  a daughter  of 
Dr.  Witter,  a noted  physician,  and  for  many  years 
a deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church,  which  he  assisted 
in  founding.  She  died  in  1875  and  was  buried  at 
Gelatt.  In  1877,  Deacon  Pope  married  Mrs.  Emily 
(Tower)  Moore,  who  was  buried  in  W.  Lenox. 
There  were  four  children  by  the  first  union,  viz. : 
Edward  P.,  ex-sheriff,  who  is  now  the  express  agent 


at  Montrose,  and  is  extensively  engaged  in  a team- 
ing business ; Manning  H.,  clerk  for  the  Erie  Rail- 
road Co.,  at  Susquehanna;  William  W.,  our  sub- 
ject; and  Alice,  wife  of  John  B.  Barnes,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  express  business  at  Susquehanna. 
By  the  second  marriage  there  was  one  daughter, 
Miss.  Mary  A.,  a resident  of  Montrose. 

As  a boy  our  subject  became  familiar  with  the 
details  of  the  work  of  manufacturing  woolens  by  as- 
sisting his  father  in  the  mill,  and  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one he  went  to  Monroe  county,  where  ne  operated 
a mill  two  years.  On  returning  to  Gibson  town- 
ship he  purchased  Frederick  Elton’s  woolen  mill  at 
Smiley,  which  he  conducted  ten  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  period  he  began  selling  sewing  machines, 
wagons  and  agricultural  implements.  In  1886  he 
again  turned  his  attention  to  manufacturing  and 
bought  a half  interest  in  his  present  business  from 
T.  C.  Manzer.  For  a year  he  was  in  partnership 
with  H.  D.  Pickering,  whose  interest  he  then  pur- 
chased, and  has  since'  carried  on  the  business  alone. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  has  served 
three  years  as  a school  director,  six  years  as  poor- 
master,  and  was  deputy  sheriff  under  his  brother. 
Socially  he  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  third  degree, 
the  Iv.  of  H.,  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Huron  Lodge 
No.  483,  with  which  he  united  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one. 

On  May  8,  1866,  Mr.  Pope  was  married,  in 
Gibson  township,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  R.  Pickering, 
who  was  born  March  22,  1849,  the  daughter  of 
George  Pickering,  one  of  the  leading  residents  of 
the  township,  of  whom  an  account  appears  else- 
where. Two  attractive  daughters  have  brightened 
our  subject’s  home— Bertha  E.  and  Grace  A.  Miss 
Bertha  took  a course  in  stenography  in  a business 
college  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, and  three  years  after  graduating  was  em- 
ployed as  a teacher  in  the  college.  She  then  spent 
three  years  at  Tunkhannock,  as  a stenographer,  and 
in  April,  1898,  she  went  to  Philadelphia  to  take  a 
similar  position  with  the  civil  service  commission. 

JOHN  F.  JAYCOX,  proprietor  of  the  Lake 
Como  Apiary,  of  Preston  township,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, was  born  July  3,  1854,  in  Sullivan  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  is  of  German  descent. 

Andrew  Jaycox,  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
a native  of  Sullivan  county,  and  was  a son  of  John 
Jaycox.  During  the  Civil  war  Andrew  Jaycox  was 
a member  of  the  Union  army.  He  married  Maria 
Lakin,  a native  of  New  York,  and  a daughter  of 
John  Lakin,  and  they  now  make  their  home  in  Buck- 
ingham township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  follows 
carpentering.  Of  their  children,  three  are  still  liv- 
ing: John  F.,  Minnie  Maud  and  Robert  L. ; three 

died  in  childhood ; and  two  died  after  reaching 
years  of  maturity — James,  who  was  killed  on  the 
railroad ; and  Sarah,  Mrs.  Lakin.  The  parents 
are  both  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  while  socially  the  father  is  identified 
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with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  polit- 
ically he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 

During  his  childhood  John  F.  Jaycox  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Wayne  county,  where  he 
grew  t'o  manhood,  obtaining  his  education  in  the 
local  schools.  Early  m life  lie  became  familiar  with 
the  occupations  of  tariffing  and  lumbering,  and  was 
also  an  expert  hunter.  Since  1886  he  has  resided 
upon  his  present  farm  in  Preston  township,  and  in 
1894,  upon  a natural  building  site,  he  erected  his 
present  elegant  residence,  which  is  neat,  and  taste- 
fully furnished  in  modern  style.  For  the  past  ten 
years  he  has  given  his  attention  to  bee  culture,  and 
in  1897,  produced  nearly  4,000  pounds  of  honey,  of 
a superior  equality,  put  up  in  one  and  two  pound 
packages.  No  better  apiary  can  be  found  in  Wayne 
county,  and  it  comprises  no  stands  of  bees,  both 
native  and  Italian,  and  a cross  of  the  two  kinds. 
The  place  is  well  adapted  to  the  business,  being 
situated  at  Lake  Como,  on  the  south  side  of  a 
beautiful  sunny  hill.  In  his  business  Mr.  Jaycox 
has  met  with  good  success,  his  honey  always  com- 
manding the  highest  market  price  on  account  of 
the  superior  equality. 

On  November  29,  1883,  Mr.  Jaycox  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  C.  Barrager,  a daugh- 
ter of  George  W.  and  Louisa  (Cleveland)  Barra- 
ger, the  latter  a relative  of  ex-President  Cleveland. 
Her  father  was  twice  married,  and  by  the  first  union 
had  four  children,  while  by  the  second  he  had  seven, 
namely:  Adelbert,  Clara,  Frank,  Alice,  Ralph, 

Anna  C.  and  Hattie.  Socially  Mr.  Jaycox  is  a 
member  of  Lake  Como  Lodge  No.  965,  1.  O.  O.  F., 
in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs.  His  political 
support  is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has 
acceptably  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  capacity 
of  constable  for  four  years. 

EDWIN  P.  MACK  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  successful  business  men  of  Brooklyn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county.  It  is  true  that  he  be- 
came interested  in  a business  already  established, 
but  in  controlling  and  enlarging  such  an  enterprise 
many  a man  of  even  considerable  resolute  purpose, 
courage  and  industry  would  have  failed ; and  he 
has  demonstrated  the  truth  of  the  saying  that  suc- 
cess is  not  the  result  of  genius,  but  the  outcome  of 
a clear  judgment  and  experience. 

Mr.  Mack  was  born  June  23,  1829,  in  the 
township  which  is  still  his  home,  a son  of  Marvin 
L.  and  Emaline  P.  (Palmer)  Mack,  both  natives  of 
Groton,  Conn.,  the  former  born  May  20,  1803,  the 
latter  November  24,  1805.  At  an  early  day  they 
became  residents  of  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
and  for  many  years  the  father  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Brooklyn 
township,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  living 
retired  at  Mack’s  Corners.  He  died  November  9, 
1884,  and  his  wife  also  died  at  Mack’s  Corners, 
November  15,  1866,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  the  old  Methodist  Episcopal  cemetery 
of  Brooklyn.  They  were  members  of  the  Uni- 
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versalist  Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard  by 
all  who-  knew  them.  For  many  years  the  father 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Of  their  children, 
Edwin  P.,  our  subject,  is  the  eldest,  the  others  being 
as  follows:  James  W.,  born  May  2,  1831,  mar- 

ried Carrie  Sill,  and  died  in  Orleans  county,  N.  Y., 
October  25,  1899;  George  C.,  born  October  16, 
1833,  married  Frances  Quick,  and  owns  and  oper- 
ates a farm  and  sawmill  in  Lathrop  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county ; Ledgard  P.,  born  December  9, 
1838,  married  Jessie  Avery  and  died  in  Kansas, 
June  22,  1890;  Charles  M.,  born  January  24,  1845, 
married  Lou  Jeffers,  and  is  a gardener  and  painter 
of  Nicholson,  Penn.;  Horace  G.,  born  December  7, 
1846,  married  Mary  Jimeson,  and  is  a stonemason 
of  Nicholson;  and  Ellen  G.,  born  May  17,  1849, 
died  in  Brooklyn  township,  October  1,  1864. 

Elisha  Mack,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  May  5,  1768, 
and  was  of  Scotch  descent,  his  ancestors  having 
come  to  this  country  from  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land. In  1810  he  with  his  family  removed  from 
Connecticut  to  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  but  it  is  presumed  that  he  came  ff>  this 
county  eight  years  previously,  and  then  returned  to 
his  native  State.  On  locating  permanently  here, 
he  purchased  an  improved  farm  of  Joshua  Saun- 
ders, and  his  first  home  was  a log  house  near 
Mack’s  Corners,  which  was  later  replaced  by  a 
frame  dwelling  which  stood  near  the  present  resi- 
dence of  our  subject.  He  was  a ship  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  soon  after  his  arrival  here  he  built  a 
sawmill  on  Horton  Creek,  which  he  operated  for 
some  years.  He  married  (first)  Lydia  Lord,  and 
to  them  were  born  four  children : Lydia,  who  died 

December  24,  1825  ; Matilda,  who  married  Elisha 
Lord  and  died  August  20,  1829;  Eliza,  who  was 
born  May  3,  1796,  and  married  Preston  Tiffany; 
and  Fanny,  who  was  born  April  11,  1798,  and  mar- 
ried Alfred  Tiffany.  For  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried, September  9,  1802,  Tryphena  Lord,  who,  how- 
ever, was  no  relative  of  his  first  wife.  Their  chil- 
dren were:*  Marvin  L.,  Enoch,  Alfred  W.,  Horace 
R.,  Roscoe,  John  B.,  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  Loren  L.  Bag- 
ley),  Ursula  (Mrs.  George  Mack),  Charles  N. 
(who  died  in  Beloit,  Wis.,  December  27,  i860), 
William  G.  (a  farmer  of  Albion,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
only  survivor  of  the  family),  Ansel  F.  (who  died 
in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.),  and  Adaline  L.  (who  died 
at  the  home  of  her  brother  William).  The  father 
of  these  children  died  October  19,  1839,  and  the 
mother,  who  was  born  March  17,  1782,  died  August 
31,  1861,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the 
old  cemetery  of  Brooklyn  township. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Edwin  P.  Mack, 
of  this  sketch,  worked  for  his  father,  and  on  attain- 
ing his  majority  took  charge  of  his  father's  factory. 
Later  they  built  a saw  and  feed  mill  at  Mack’s  Cor- 
ners, which  is  now  operated  by  steam.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a pattern-maker,  millwright  and  undertaker, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture  and 
shingles  in  partnership  with  his  son,  Andrew  G., 
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who  was  made  a member  of  the  firm  in  April,  1899- 
Mr.  Mack  is  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  business 
ability,  is  enterprising  and  energetic,  and  in  his 
undertakings  has  met  with  welt-deserved  success. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  filled  the  office  of  school  director  for  two 
years,  assessor  for  the  past  two  years  and  president 
of  the  election  board  for  two  years,  ins  official 
duties  have  always  been  most  capably  discharged, 
and  as  a business  man  and  citizen  lie  is  held  in  high 
esteem. 

On  October  3,  1854,  at  Great  Bend,  Penn., 
Mr.  Mack  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Quick,  and 
they  have  two  sons,  namely:  Arthur  L.,  born  April 

5,  1862,  is  a merchant  and  postmaster  at  Mack  s 
Corners.  He  was  married,  December  1,  1886,  to 
Mary  E.  Perry,  and  has  one  child,  Charles  \V .,  born 
April  20,  1899.  Andrew  G.,  born  October  13,  1868, 
is  m business  with  his  father.  Pie  was  married, 
November  10,  1892,  to  Stella  E.  Kinne,  and  has 
two  children:  Edwin  L.,  born  January  ix,  1894; 

and  Samuel  H.,  born  September  17,  1897. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Quick)  Mack  was  born  Septem- 
ber 14,  1836,  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  a daughter 
of  Andrew  C.  and  Lydia  A.  (Knapp)  Quick,  of 
the  same  county,  who  came  to  Brooklyn  township, 
Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  in  1857.  lhe  father,  who 
followed  blacksmithing  in  connection  with  farming 
throughout  life,  died  January  5,  1879,  aged  sixty- 
two  years,  and  the  mother  died  May  27,  1895,  aged 
eighty  years,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in 
the  old  Brooklyn  cemetery.  They  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Quick 
was  elder  for  many  years,  and  their  lives  were  ever 
in  harmony  with  their  professions.  I heir  children 
were:  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  our  subject:  Frances 

A.,  born  in  October,  1839,  married  George  C.  Mack, 
a brother  of  our  subject;  Horace  D.,  born  October 
2,  1845,  married  Sarah  Carman,  and  died  January 
24,  1891  ; and  Hannah  M.,  born  in  1853,  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years.  Mrs.  Mack’s  paternal  grand- 
parents, Joseph  and  Sarah  (Compton)  Quick,  were 
also  natives  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  and  about  1847 
came  to  Brooklyn  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home  through- 
out life,  the  grandfather  being  a blacksmith  by 
trade.  The  maternal  grandparents,  Samuel  and 
Hannah  (Smith)  Knapp,  were  natives  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y. ; the  former,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
died  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  the  latter  in  Brooklyn 
township,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

PETER  ANGLEMEYER.  Among  the  sturdy, 
energetic  and  successful  farmers  of  Pocono  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  who  thoroughly  understand 
the  vocation  which  they  follow,  and  are  conse- 
quently enabled  to  carry  on  their  calling  with  profit 
to  themselves,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is 
actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  upon  the 
old  homestead  where  he  was  born  September  20, 
1843. 


John  Anglemeyer,  his  grandfather,  was  also  a 
native  of  Monroe  county,  born  in  Hamilton  town- 
ship when  it  still  formed  a part  of  Northampton 
county,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He  married 

Miss  Sally , also  a native  of  Monroe  county, 

and  to  them  were  born  seven  children — four  sons 
and  three  daughters — all  now  deceased.  By  occu- 
pation the  grandfather  was  a farmer. 

Adam  Anglemeyer,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  October,  1800,  in  Hamilton  township,  but 
when  a young  man  removed  to  Pocono  township, 
where  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sally 
Kresge,  who  was  born  in  1812,  a daughter  of  J. 
Kresge.  With  other  members  of  the  family  Mr. 
Anglemeyer  owned  200  acres  of  land,  and  through- 
out life  remained  upon  the  old  homestead  engaged 
in  farming  and  coopering.  He  died  in  1880,  hav- 
ing survived  his  wife  several  years,  her  death  occur- 
ring in  1868.  Their  children  were  Susanna,  de- 
ceased wife  of  George  Heller,  of  Hamilton  town- 
ship; Margaret,  deceased  wife  of  Jerry  Woodling, 
of  Hamilton  township ; Aaron,  who  married  Caro- 
line Beer,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Pocono 
township ; Anna  Maria,  wife  of  William  Brown, 
a farmer  of  Tioga  county,  Penn. ; Peter,  our  sub- 
ject; Sarah,  deceased  wife  of  William  Decker,  of 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county ; and  Mary, 
wife  of  Simon  Miller,  a farmer  of  Paradise  town- 
ship, Monroe  county. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Peter  Angle- 
meyer pursued  his  studies  in  the  common  schools, 
and  aided  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  On  attaining 
his  majority  he  began  operating  the  old  homestead 
on  his  own  account,  and  has  purchased  the  place, 
which  consists  of  116  acres  under  excellent  cultiva- 
tion, besides  thirty-five  acres  in  woodland.  The 
improvements  are  all  first  class,  including  a fine 
stone  house,  which  his  father  erected,  also  a large 
barn  and  other  outbuildings.  Mr.  Anglemeyer 
owns  a steam  thresher  and  saw  mill  and  does  cus- 
tom work  in  connection  with  general  farming,  and 
in  all  his  undertakings  has  met  with  a well-merited 
success. 

In  1874,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe 
county,  Mr.  Anglemeyer  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 
Woodling,  a daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  (Learn) 
Woodling.  To  them  were  born  three  children: 
Harvey,  a resident  of  Pocono  township ; Charles, 
who  assists  his  father  on  the  farm;  and  Jennie,  at 
home.  They  also  had  an  adopted  child,  Orie,  who 
was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  taken  by  them  in 
infancy.  The  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  March  1,  x88i.  Mr.  Anglemeyer  was 
again  married  in  Pocono  township,  in  January, 
1884,  to  Miss  Emma  Marsteller,  a native  of  Chest- 
nut Hill  township,  by  whom  he  has  four  children, 
namely:  Clinton,  Clayton,  Mabel  and  Walter 

Dawson,  all  at  home. 

Since  casting  his  first  vote  Mr.  Anglemeyer 
has  been  a supporter  of  the  Democratic  partv,  and 
he  has  served  as  a member  of  the  election  board. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  German  Reformed 
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Church,  and  has  filled  the  office  of  treasurer  for 
eighteen  years,  and  has  also  served  as  deacon,  while 
his  wife  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Both  are  earnest,  consistent  Christians, 
and  have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
them. 

IRA  B.  ROSENCRANS  may  properly  be 
classified  among  the  many  residents  within  the 
bounds  of  Pike  county  who  started  out  in  life  with 
naught  but  an  abundance  of  determination  and  in- 
defatigable industry,  and  who  have  succeeded, 
through  their  own  diligence,  energy  and  economy, 
in  acquiring  a handsome  property.  He  is  now 
actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Lack- 
awaxen  township,  where  he  owns  a fine  farm  of  400 
acres. 

Mr.  Rosencrans  is  a representative  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  the  county.  His  grand- 
father, Jeremiah  Rosencrans,  a native  of  Holland, 
emigrated  to  America  when  a young  man,  and  first 
settled  in  Massachusetts.  He  was  married  in  Con- 
necticut, and  afterward  came  to  Dingman  township, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  purchased  land  and  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  and  farming  for  some  years. 
Later,  however,  he  removed  to  Springville,  Susque- 
hanna county,  where  he  died  about  1828. 

Jonathan  Rosencrans,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
born  in  Dingman  township  in  1775,  and  died  in 
Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  grew  to  manhood, 
however,  in  his  native  township,  and  there  married 
a Miss  Van  Gorden,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children, 
namely : Sarah,  Abram  and  Betsy,  all  deceased ; 

Phoebe,  a resident  of  Barryville,  N.  Y. ; Maria,  de- 
ceased ; James,  a resident  of  Hawley,  Penn. ; Oliver, 
of  Lackawaxen  township,  Pike  county ; Silas,  of 
Barryville,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y. ; and  Ellen.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Jonathan  Rosencrans 
was  again  married,  in  Pike  county,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Betsey  Rodney,  a native  of  New 
Jersey,  who  died  in  1838,  leaving  three  children: 
Mary  Jane,  now  the  wife  of  William  Bush,  of  East 
Stroudsburg,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.;  Ira  B.,  subject 
of  this  sketch ; and  Tryphena,  wife  of  Milton  Rol- 
lison,  a farmer  and  lumberman  of  Blooming  Grove 
township,  Pike  county. 

Ira  B.  Rosencrans  was  born  March  31,  1836, 
in  Blooming  Grove  township,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  his  education  being  limited  to  one  year's 
attendance  at  the  public  schools.  From  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  has  been  dependent  upon  his  own 
resources  for  a livelihood,  but  prosperity  has  at 
length  crowned  his  efforts,  and  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  a valuable  farm  of  400  acres  in  Lackawaxen 
township,  about  forty  of  which  are  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved.  Here  he  is 
engag'ed  in  general  farming,  and  for  the  past  thirty 
years  has  lumbered  upon  land  of  his  own,  stiil  hav- 
ing a large  tract  of  valuable  timber  left ; he  is  agent 
for  the  sale  of  1,200  acres  of  land  in  Pike  county. 
Like  his  father,  he  always  supports  the  Democratic 


party  by  his  ballot,  and  he  has  most  capably  and 
satisfactorily  filled  the  offices  of  county  commis- 
sioner (for  three  years),  supervisor,  tax  collector, 
and  overseer  of  the  poor  (for  the  past  twenty 
years). 

In  Blooming  Grove,  Pike  county,  Mr.  Rosen- 
crans was  married,  January  18,  1870,  to  Priscilla 
McKean,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev. 
Hatton,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister.  Six  chil- 
dren blessed  this  union,  their  names  and  dates  of 
birth  being  as  follows:  Jonathan,  November  26, 

1870  (a  resident  of  South  Dakota)  ; Gilbert,  Octo- 
ber 26,  1872  (who  is  employed  in  Pike  county)  ; 
William  L.,  May  28,  1874;  Ross  C.,  March  4,  1876; 
Plarry  M.,  July  25,  1881 ; and  Ella  P.,  March  4, 
1886,  all  four  at  home. 

Gibson  McKean,  Mrs.  Rosecrans  father, 
was  born  in  Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  Au- 
gust 5,  1822,  a son  of  Jesse  and  Zuba  (Pravice) 
McKean,  natives  of  the  same  township,  the  former 
of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
When  a young  man  Gibson  McKean  lived  with  his 
parents  in  Shohola  township,  Pike  county.  He  was 
married,  in  Blooming  Grove  township,  March  9, 
1848,  to  Miss  Rachel  Hoover,  a daughter  of  Gilbert 
Hoover,  a native  of  ■•Holland,  who  on  coming  to 
America  located  in  Delaware  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty. Mrs.  McKean  died  November  19,  1871,  and 
her  husband  April  25,  1894.  Mrs.  Rosencrans  was 
the  eldest  of  their  children,  the  others  being'  Gib- 
son, who  married  Mary  Vogt,  and  is  a farmer  and 
lumberman  of  Shohola  township;  George  C.,  a 
farmer  of  the  same  township,  who  married  Eva 
Hess,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Hess ; Marion,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; Gilbert,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; LIugh,  who  married  Mary  J.  Greening, 
daughter  of  John  and  Christina  (Blow)  Greening; 
Rachel  Ann,  wife  of  Nicholas  Hess,  Jr.,  a farmer 
of  Shohola  township ; and  Maud  Alice,  wife  of  Bert 
Bartleson,  of  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county. 

OMAR  OLIN.  Of  the  diversified  interests 
of  agriculture  none,  perhaps,  is  more  im- 
portant than  stock  raising,  especially  at  this  time, 
when  Europe  is  looking'  to  this  country  more  than 
ever  for  all  manner  of  products,  and  when  our 
country’s  live  stock  has  been  appreciably  decreased 
by  half  a dozen  years  of  unfavorable  business  con- 
ditions. Live  stock  appeals  to  the  farmer  him- 
self— not  chiefly  as  in  most  other  products  of  the 
farm,  to  the  urban  resident.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a successful  and  well-known  breeder  of 
fancy  horses  and  cattle  stock,  and  has  been  a lifelong 
resident  of  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 

Mr.  Olin's  paternal  grandparents,  Reuben  and 
Hannah  Olin,  emigrated  from  Wales  to  America, 
settling  in  Guilford,  Vermont.  They  reared  a fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  of  whom  John,  the  eldest,  and 
the  father  .of  our  subject,  was  born  in  October, 
1802,  at  Guilford,  Vt.  He  was  married  in  that 
State,  in  June,  1826,  by  Rev.  Joseph  Boyden,  to 
Ruth  Culver,  who  was  born  in  January,  1804,  in 
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Vermont.  After  marriage  John  Olin  moved  to 
New  York  State,  and  in  1840  came  with  his  family 
to  Susquehanna  county,  settling  on  the  farm  in 
Jackson  township  where  his  son,  our  subject,  now 
lives.  There  he  cleared  up  a farm  and  remained 
until  his  death,  in  January,  1882,  his  good  wife 
preceding  him  to  the  grave,  in  August,  1876.  1 hey 

were  active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
Mr.  Olin  was  for  many  years  an  official  in  the 
Church.  To  John  and  Ruth  Olin  were  born  five 
children,  namely : 

(1)  Jane  Olin,  born  in  1830  in  New  York 
State,  died  in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  when  a young  woman.  (2)  Hyde  Olin,  born 
in  1833,  married  Miss  Maria  Nicholas.  He  en- 
listed during  the  Civil  war  in  Company  A,  141st 
P.  V.  I.,  and  died  in  1864,  while  in  the  service,  at 
Old  Point  Comfort,  leaving  a widow  and  two 
daughters,  Hattie,  now  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Mocket, 
of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  Delia,  wife  of  Charles 
Lewis,  of  Lestershire,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.  (3) 
Earl  Olin,  born  in  1838,  married  Miss  Abbie  Car- 
penter, of  Ararat,  and  settled  on  a farm  in  Jackson 
township,  where  he  died  in  June,  1873,  leaving  a 
widow  and  two  children — Orva  L.  Olin,  a resident 
of  Jackson,  and  Edna  J.,  deceased  wife  of  Lewis 
Burdick,  of  Jackson.  (4)  Irene  Olin,  born  in  July, 
1842,  married  A.  A.  Lowe,  of  Jackson,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  five  children,  namely — J.  F.,  of 
Jackson;  Edward,  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey; 
Charles,  of  Jackson;  Rosie,  deceased  wife  of  John 
Stockwell,  of  Thomson  township ; and  Leon,  of 
Jackson.  (5)  Omar  Olin  is  our  subject. 

Omar  Olin  was  born  in  November,  1845,  in 
Jackson  township.  He  was  reared  on  the  home- 
stead and  in  his  youth  attended  the  neighboring- 
schools.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  his 
marriage,  in  1869,  to  Miss  Althea  S.  Bloxham, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Bloxham,  na- 
tives of  England,  who  emigrated  to  America  and 
settled  in  Ararat  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
After  his  marriage  our  subject  began  housekeeping- 
on  the  old  Olin  homestead,  which  he  purchased  in 
1870,  his  parents  remaining  with  him  through  the 
remainder  of  their  lives. 

To  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Blox- 
ham were  born  four  children : Lizzie  V.,  born  in 

October,  1873,  died  in  June,  1876;  Carrie  May, 
born  in  September,  1875  ; Daisy  A.,  born  in  June, 
1878;  and  M — — , born  in  January,  1884.  The 
estimable  and  faithful  wife  of  our  subject  died  Au- 
gust 4,  1897.  In  politics  Mr.  Olin  is  a Republican. 
Lie  has  served  as  school  director,  and  is  one  of 
Jackson  township’s  wide-awake  and  public-spirited 
citizens.  For  many  years  he  has  been  interested 
in  the  breeding  of  good  stock  and  has  been  success- 
ful in  raising  a high  grade  standard  in  horses  and 
cattle. 

JOHN  B.  SMILEY.  Among  the  most  at- 
tractive rural  homes  in  Monroe  county  is  the 
“Ridge  Dell  House,”  four  miles  north  of  Strouds- 


burg near  "the  line  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
& Western  R.  R.,  and  the  large  number  of  recrea- 
tion seekers  who  apply  each  summer  for  a place 
under  its  hospitable  roof  show  that  its  merits  have 
become  well  known.  Its  genial  host  is  a man  of 
excellent  mental  gifts  and  attainments,  having  been 
successfully  engaged  in  educational  work  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  and  he  and  his  family  hold  a 
prominent  position  in  the  social  life  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Smiley  belongs  to  a pioneer  family,  his 
grandparents,  Thomas  and  Lucretia  Smiley,  hav- 
ing settled  "in  the  woods"  two  miles  east  of  Strouds- 
burg at  an  early  day.  There  they  made  their  per- 
manent home,  clearing  and  cultivating-  a farm, 
which  was  divided  after  their  death  between  their 
two  sons,  Thomas  and  David.  The  latter  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Palmer,  of  Monroe  county,  and  had 
seven  children : Morris ; Samuel,  a resident  of 

Stroudsburg;  Emily,  who  married  William  Jones, 
both  now  deceased ; Mary,  wife  of  A.  Sayers,  of 
Stroud  township;  Eliza,  wife  of  John  A.  Bush,  of 
Stroud  township ; and  Annie,  who  married  a gen- 
tleman of  New  York. 

Thomas  Smiley,  father  of  our  subject,  grew  to 
manhood  on  the  old  homestead,  and  married  Miss 
Catherine  Lit,  a member  of  a leading  pioneer  fam- 
ily of  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county.  Mr. 
Smiley  remained  on  his  father’s  homestead  until 
his  death,  and  his  wife  survived  him  only  a few 
years.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  in 
a family  of  six  children,  the  others  being:  (2) 

Charles  E.,  born  in  1846,  died  in  Stroudsburg. 
Early  in  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  15th  N.  j. 
V.  L,  and  was  honorably  discharged  after  two 
years'  service  on  account  of  wounds  received  at 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  After  the  war  he 
married  Miss  Jane  Westbrook,  of  Stroud  township, 
who  survives  him.  They  had  no  children.  (3) 
Miss  Sarah  A.,  born  in  Monroe  county,  resides  in 
Stroudsburg.  (4)  Jane  married  Charles  Fish,  of 
Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and  died  some 
years  ago,  leaving  no  family.  (5)  Allen  was 
drowned  when  a boy.  (6)  Emily  died  in  infancy. 

John  B.  Smiley  was  born  in  January,  1844,  and 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  old  homestead.  He  en- 
joyed the  advantages  of  a district-school  education 
and  later  attended  the  higher  schools  of  Strouds- 
burg-, where  he  graduated  in  1865.  On  April  10, 
1865,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  215th  Regiment 
P.  V.,  in  the  Civil  war,  and  was  taken  to  Alexan- 
dria, where  he  was  on  duty  several  months,  being 
honorably  discharged  at  Fort  Delaware  on  July  21, 
1865.  On  his  return  home  he  engaged  in  teaching- 
in  the  public  schools  of  Monroe  county,  continuing 
until  1895.  In  1867  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Arndt,  of  Bartonsville,  Monroe  county,  and  settled 
on  his  father’s  old  homestead,  his  summers  being- 
spent  in  farming  and  his  winters  in  teaching 
school.  In  1878  he  bought  the  Richard  Le  Bar  prop- 
erty, where  he  erected  a fine  home  in  1891,  giving 
it  the  name  of  the  “Ridge  Dell  House,”  already  a 
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favorite  resort  of  tourists.  Politically  Mr.  Smiley 
is  a Democrat  and  at  times  he  has  held  office,  serv- 
ing as  supervisor,  assessor  and  township  clerk.  He 
is  a member  of  the  P.  O.  S.  A.,  and  he  and  his 
worthy  wife  are  both  active  workers  in  the  Meth- 
odist Church  at  Spragueville.  Their  seven  chil- 
dren are:  William  A.,  born  in  February,  1868,  is 

a miller  by  trade.  He  married  Miss  Alice  Row,  of 
Stroud  township,  and  they  now  reside  in  East 
Stroudsburg.  Stearns  P.,  born  in  1869,  in  Stroud 
township,  Monroe  county,  is  now  a telegraph  oper- 
ator at  Southampton,  Mass.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order.  He  married  Miss  Lizzie  Nyce, 
of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county,  and  they  have 
two  sons — Edward  and  Frederick.  Bernard  S., 
born  in  May,  1871,  is  a telegraph  operator  on  the 
Wilkes  Barre  & Eastern  R.  R.  Floyd  I.,  born  in 
April,  1873.  Mary  E.,  born  in  August,  1875. 
Grace  H.,  born  in  July,  1877.  D.  J.,  born  in  April, 
1880. 

Mrs.  Smiley  is  noted  for  her  good  works  in 
religious  and  philanthropic  lines,  and  she  is  an  able 
assistant  to  her  husband.  She  comes  of  pioneer 
stock,  her  parents,  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Posten) 
Arndt,  being  among  the  first  settlers  at  Bartons- 
ville,  where  her  father  cleared  and  improved  two 
good  farms.  He  is  now  deceased,  but  his  widow 
resides  on  the  homestead.  They  had  eight  children, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Smiley  is  the  eldest,  the  others  being: 
William  T. ; Thomas  P. ; Jesse  was  accidentally 
killed  in  boyhood ; Edward,  who-  was  engaged 
in  railroading,  is  a resident  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
Penn.;  Hattie  married  John  W.  Ace,  of  Swift 
Water;  Franklin  S.,  a physician  of  Scranton,  mar- 
ried Miss  Isabella  Taylor,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and 
has  a son,  Frank;  and  Ellen  married  Samuel  Wat- 
son, of  East  Stroudsburg,  who  died  leaving  no 
family. 

EDWARD  CONRAD.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  demonstrated  the  possession  of  both 
business  and  musical  talent.  Both  parents  were 
teachers  of  music  and  in  his  younger  years  our  sub- 
ject was  a successful  musician.  Quite  recently  he 
has  turned  his  attention  to  business  and  has  met 
with  flattering  success.  He  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  in  Hopbottom  borough,  and  has  given 
especial  attention  to  poultry  and  stock  raising. 

Andrew  Conrad,  his  father,  is  a native  of  Sax- 
ony, Germany,  where  he  was  educated  and  where 
he  married  Catherine  Mueller,  who  in  her  girlhood 
days  had  taught  music.  Andrew  Conrad  emigrated 
to  America  with  his  family,  locating  first  in  New 
York  City,  and  later  at  Pottsville,  Schuylkill  Co., 
Penn.  He  has  been  a lifelong  music  teacher — 
vocal,  violin  and  piano.  After  ten  years’  residence 
in  Pottsville  he  removed  to  Wilkes  Barre  and  thence 
to  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  now  follows  his  pro- 
fession. His  children  are  as  follows : Matilda, 

wife  of  Louis  Rauch,  of  Philadelphia ; Louisa,  who 
married  Dr.  Wehlau,  of  Scranton,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ; William,  who  is  engaged  in  the  milk  busi- 


ness at  Green  Ridge,  near  Scranton ; Louis,  a hat- 
ter of  Green  Ridge ; Charles,  correspondent  for  the 
First  National  Bank,  of  Scranton,  Penn.;  Edward, 
our  subject;  Emma,  who  studied  music  for  seven 
years  in  Germany  and  now  has  considerable  local 
fame  as  a musician,  is  the  wife  of  Theo.  Hem- 
berger,  a pupil  of  Joachim,  of  Berlin,  Germany, 
who  now  conducts  an  orchestra  at  Scranton ; 
Josephine,  wife  of  Dr.  Wehlau,  mentioned  above; 
and  Otto,  who  is  engaged  in  the  life  and  fire  in- 
surance business  at  Scranton. 

Edward  Conrad,  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Pottsville,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Penn.,  April  12,  1865. 
Fie  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Scranton,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  began  life  as  a 
musician,  which  he  continued  for  ten  years,  giving 
instruction  on  the  violin  and  leading'  in  the  Sunday- 
school  orchestra  in  Scranton.  He  was  married,  in 
that  city,  to  Miss  Clare  Woodhouse,  daughter  of 
John  Woodhouse.  She  was  born  in  England,  was 
brought  to  America  when  two  years  of  age  by  her 
father,  and  was  reared  in  Scranton.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  wife  have  come  two-  children — Harold, 
born  August  30,  1892,  and  Edward,  born  Septem- 
ber 30,  1894.  For  several  years  Mr.  Conrad  en- 
gaged in  the  milk  business  with  his  brother  at 
Green  Ridge.  In  1896  he  came  to  Hopbottom, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  he  leased  140  acres  of 
land,  about  half  of  which  was  cleared,  and  he  has 
since  engaged  in  g'eneral  farming.  He  has  from 
300  to  400  chickens  and  operates  a creamery,  hav- 
ing about  25  head  of  cattle.  During  his  first  year 
on  the  farm  Mr.  Conrad  reared  1,500  chickens.  In 
1898  he  raised  1,000  ducks,  and  he  has  made  con- 
siderable investment  in  farm  property.  His  busi- 
ness investments  have  been  very  successful.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican.  He  has  served  as  a 
school  director  in  the  borough,  and  himself  and 
wife  are  prominent  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
of  Scranton. 

OLIVER  BENSLEY,  of  Lehman  township, 
Pike  county,  is  one  of  the  representative  agricult- 
urists of  his  locality,  and  his  farm  of  170  acres 
shows  the  thrift  and  care  of  a capable  manager. 

Mr.  Bensley  comes  of  pioneer  stock,  his  great- 
grandfather, Israel  Bensley,  having  settled  in  this 
locality  at  an  early  day,  where  he  acquired  a large 
amount  of  land.  The  particulars  of  his  settlement 
are  given  in  the  sketch  of  James  M.  Bensley,  else- 
where. 

Adam  Bensley,  our  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  later  moved  to  Lehman  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  and  finally  made  his  home  in 
Delaware  township,  of  the  same  county,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1857,  his  remains  being  interred 
in  Delaware  cemetery.  His  wife,  who  is  buried 
beside  him,  was  Miss  Anna  Impson,  a native  of 
Pike  county.  They  had  the  following  children : 
Jacob,  our  subject’s  father;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Jacob  Gag- 
ger;  Israel,  who  died  in  childhood;  Catherine.  Mrs. 
Adam  Van  Gorden ; Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Aaron  Bergs- 
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treser;  Daniel,  deceased,  who  never  married;  Han- 
nah, Mrs.  Joseph  C.  Lattimore;  Mary  A.,  Mrs. 
John  Bergstreser ; Jane,  Mrs.  Adam  Davis;  Elsa, 
Mrs.  Benj.  Fralick;  John,  who  married  Ann  Davis; 
and  Susan,  Mrs.  Burris  Ward. 

Jacob  Bensley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  September  30,  1810,  in  Pike  county,  where  he 
followed  farming  for  many  years,  his  death  occur- 
ring in  1886,  when  he  was  in  his  seventy-seventh 
year.  He  was  an  active  and  influential  worker  in 
local  affairs  and  held  several  official  positions,  in- 
cluding that  of  commissioner  of  Pike  county.  Po- 
litically he  was  a Republican  in  later  years,  and  he 
and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  He  married  Miss  Sally  Ann  Clif- 
ford, who  died  in  1875,  aged  sixty-five  years,  and 
the  remains  of  both  now  rest  in  Swartwout  ceme- 
tery in  Pike  county.  Their  children  were  Oliver, 
a resident  of  Lehman  township,  Pike  county ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Luke  Whittaker;  J.  Madison, 
who  married  Mary  Gariss ; Charles,  who  died  in 
the  army;  Ryma  and  Jane  (twins),  of  whom  the 
former  married  Charles  Hoffe,  and  the  latter  John 
Cromer;  Maria,  wife  of  Oscar  Van  Gorden;  Jos- 
eph, who  married  Belinda  Decker ; Solomon,  who 
died  in  the  army,  unmarried;  Susan;  Frank  and 
William,  who  are  not  married;  Robert  P. ; Jacob, 
deceased ; Martha  and  Albert,  who  are  not  mar- 
ried and  reside  together  at  Susquehanna,  Penn. ; 
and  John  S. 

The  Clifford  family,  to  which  our  subject’s 
mother  belonged,  became  identified  with  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  at  an  early  date,  and  Casper  Clifford, 
our  subject’s  grandfather,  was  born  there.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Teel,  of  the  same 
county,  he  removed  to  this  section,  locating  in  Pike 
county,  where  both  spent  their  remaining  years. 
They  had  eight  children:  Sally  Ann,  our  subject’s 

mother ; Henry ; Martin ; Isaac,  who  married  Cath- 
erine Gould ; Hannah,  wife  of  David  Benson ; Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Martin  Rosencrans ; Mary,  wife  of 
William  Smith;  and  James  (twin  of  Mary),  who 
married  Elizabeth  Utt. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  13,  1833,  in 
Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  and  remained  at  the 
old  homestead  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
then  engaged  in  lumbering,  which  he  has  since 
continued,  carrying  on  the  peeling  bark  business 
extensively  every  winter.  In  early  manhood  he 
purchased  twenty  acres  of  land  from  his  grand- 
father Bensley,  and  after  making  his  home  there 
for  two  years,  he  purchased  his  present  farm. 
While  he  has  never  been  a politician  he  is  a stanch 
Republican  and  at  times  his  fellow  townsmen  have 
chosen  him  to  office.  He  has  served  as  supervisor 
and  school  director  for  one  term  each,  his  intelli- 
gence and  public  spirit  making  him  a most  capable 
official. 

On  February  24,  1855,  Mr.  Bensley  was  mar- 
ried, in  Lehman  township,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Utt, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sally  Utt.  She  was  born 
August  13,  1833,  Monroe  county,  and  died  Febru- 


ary 22,  1887,  her  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in 
Swartwout  cemetery.  On  July  4,  1889,  Mr.  Bensley 
was  married,  at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  to  Mrs.  Elmeda 
(Shaffer)  Heater.  He  has  had  thirteen  children, 
all  born  to  the  first  union,  namely : Irvin  C,  May 

23,  1856,  married  Susie  Schuyiard,  of  Lehman 
township,  and  died  December  10,  1882;  James  M., 
born  February  6,  1858,  married  Marian  Stewart, 
and  resides  upon  a farm  in  Lehman  township ; 
Wallace,  born  October  13,  1859,  married  (first) 
Miss  Annie  T'itman  (who  died  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter— Cora),  and  (second  ) Miss  Jennie  Gagger ; 
William  R.,  born  December  9,  1861,  married 

Josephine  Heater,  and  resides  on  a farm  in  Lehman 
township ; Harrison,  born  March  22,  1864,  married 
Ida  Shoemaker,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  New 
Jersey;  Solomon,  born  November  30,  1865,  mar- 
ried Cora  Albright,  and  resides  upon  a farm  in 
Delaware  township,  Pike  county ; Alpheus,  born 
May  6,  1868,  married  Anna  Smith,  and  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Lehman  township ; Ida  Ann,  born 
June  30,  1870,  married  Calvin  Croen,  a hotel  keeper 
m New  Jersey;  Charles,  born  March  17,  1872,  mar- 
ried Nellie  Van  Auken,  and  is  a farmer  near 
Hainesville,  N.  J. ; Marcus,  born  May  24,  1874, 
married  Almira  Croen  (sister  of  Calvin),  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  near  Scranton,  Penn. ; Isaiah, 
born  June  24,  1876,  married  Maggie  Heater,  and 
resides  at  the  homestead  with  our  subject;  Eva, 
born  July  23,  1878,  married  Frank  Layton,  a farmer 
of  Lehman  township ; and  Miss  Ada,  born  Octo- 
ber 16,  1880,  is  at  home. 

Mrs.  Elmeda  Bensley  is  a native  of  Delaware 
township,  Pike  county,  and  a daug'hter  of  Isaac 
Shaffer,  who  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  but  made 
his  home  in  Pike  county,  where  he  died  in  1883, 
aged  eighty-seven  years,  six  months  and  six  days. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Hoover),  a native  of  Pike 
county,  died  in  March,  1894,  aged  eighty-nine 
years.  Their  children  were : Peter,  Matilda, 

Catherine,  Jacob,  Moses,  Mary  E.,  Adam,  William, 
Elmeda,  Isaac,  John  and  Maria,  of  whom  the  last 
two  died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  Bensley  was  married 
(first),  November  12,  1861,  to  Theodore  Heater,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  who  died  in  1882,  aged  forty- 
six  years,  tw<^ months  and  six  days,  and  was  buried 
in  Delaware  cemetery.  By  this  union  she  had 
eleven  children,  namely : Adelia,  wife  of  Milo 

Weaver,  of  Stroudsburg';  Elmira,  wife  of  Samuel 
Singer,  of  the  same  city;  Oliver,  who  resides  in 
Stroudsburg;  Alfred,  a resident  of  Stroudsburg, 
who  married  Mary  Smith;  Hannah  and  Frank, 
deceased ; Ella,  deceased ; Philip  and  Floyd,  resi- 
dents of  Stroudsburg;  Maggie;  and  Miss  Minerva. 

HARRY  VARNUM  FRINK,  D.  D.  S„  a pop- 
ular and  successful  dentist  of  Montrose,  Penn.,  is  a 
native  of  Susquehanna  county,  born  May  22,  1864, 
in  Auburn  township,  a son  of  George  Stillman  and 
Lucy  Ellen  (Frink)  Frink.  The  father  was  born  in 
Montrose,  in  1839,  a son  of  George  and  Mary  (Cran- 
dall) Frink,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Auburn 
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township,  in  1844,  a daughter  of  Tracy  and  Harriet 
(Griffis)  Frink.  They  spent  the  first  few  years 
of  their  married  life  in  Auburn  township.  In  1864 
the  father  enlisted  at  the  last  call  for  troops  during 
the  Civil  war,  becoming  a member  of  a company 
of  cavalry,  but  on  reaching  Louisville,  Ivy.,  was  tak- 
en ill  and  was  confined  to  the  hospital  for  six  months. 
On  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to  his  home 
in  Auburn  township;  later  spent  eight  years  in  New 
Milford  township;  and  in  1872  located  on  the  old 
Frink  homestead  in  Bridgewater  township,  where 
he  now  resides.  He  is  a quiet,  unassuming  man, 
whose  life  has  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  he  commands  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  He  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  a faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Frink  is  the  eldest  in  a family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Frederick  H.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  one  year ; Tracy  M.,  who  resides  on  the 
old  homestead  with  his  father;  Harriet  M.,  wife  of 
E.  W.  Rogers,  a pattern  maker,  of  Westfield,  N. 
J. ; Lovern  E.,  foreman  for  the  Rocket  Printing 
Company,  of  Wyalusing,  Penn. ; Leo  M.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years ; and  Oland  B.,  a pat- 
tern maker  of  New  York  City. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools  near  his  boyhood  home, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  commenced  at- 
tending school  in  Montrose,  walking  each  morning 
and  evening  a distance  of  three  miles  to  school.  On 
leaving  home,  he  worked  for  neighboring  farmers 
for  two  years  through  the  summer  months,  while  he 
taught  school  during  the  winter  season  for  three 
years  in  New  Milford  township  and  one  year  in 
Franklin  township.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two, 
he  attended  the  Wyoming  Seminary  for  a part  of 
two  terms,  and  then  canvassed  Bradford  county, 
Penn.,  for  the  Uni 411  Publishing  Company,  of 
New  York,  for  one  year.  Then,  after  spend- 
ing a few  weeks  at  home, -.he  went  to  Sy- 
racuse, N.  Y.,  where  during  the  evenings 
he  studied  medicine  for  six  months,  while  he 
worked  for  the  Syracuse  Novelty  Manufacturing 
Co.  through  the  day.  On  October  1,  1888,  he  en- 
tered the  Philadelphia  Dental  Collage,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  February,  1890,  and  then  opened 
an  office  in  Montrose,  where  he  has  succeeded  in 
building  up  a large  practice  in  his  chosen  profession. 

On  October  8,  1891,  in  Bridgewater  township, 
Dr.  Frink  was  married  to  Miss  Edith  Lenora  Bush, 
a native  of  that  township,  and  a daughter  of  Caleb 
S.  and  Mary  (Michaels)  Bush,  who  are  still  living 
in  Bridgewater  township,  where  the  father  is  en- 
gaged in  farming.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  have 
one  child,  Mollie  Lynn,  born  in  May,  1895.  On 
May  5,  1892,  Dr.  Frink  enlisted  as  a private  in  Com- 
pany G,  13th  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  and 
was  soon  afterward  made  corporal,  and  later,  bugler. 
He  was  in  active  service  for  eighteen  days  during 
the  Homestead  riot,  and  at  the  end  of  three  years. 
May  6,  1895,  was  discharged  at  Montrose.  His 


political  support  is  given  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  prominently 
identified  with  several  civic  societies,  serving  as  sec- 
retary of  the  Royal  Arcanum  six  years ; secretary  of 
the  I.  O.  H.  three  years ; and  treasurer  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  for  the  past  three  years.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  is  a man  of 
considerable  prominence  in  the  community. 

C.  W.  BRODHEAD,  a leading  blacksmith  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county, 
was  born  December  20,  1852,  near  White  Haven, 
Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Margaret 
(Tidd)  Brodhead,  who  are  now  living  in  Old  Forge, 
Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  Brodhead  was  born  June  22,  1826,  at 
Stoddardsville,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  the  mother 
of  our  subject  at  Easton,  March  25,  1830.  In  early 
life  Samuel  Brodhead  worked  in  the  lumber  woods, 
but  is  now  living  retired  from  active  labor.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a private  in  Company 
E.  185th  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  and  was  wounded  at  Quaker 
Roads,  March  28,  1865.  Prior  to  the  war  he  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  party,  but  he  is  now  a stanch 
Republican,  and  both  he  and  liis  wife  are  faithful 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children : Lorenzo, 

who  was  drowned,  at  the  age  of  two  years,  in  Hick- 
ory Run,  Penn. ; C.  W. ; W.  James,  a blacksmith  of 
Elk  Lake,  Penn. ; Anna,  who  married  (first)  William 
Porter,  and  (second)  Wilson  Fargo,  and  is  now  a 
widow  residing  in  Waterbury,  Conn. ; Samuel,  a 
notary  public  at  Old  Forge,  Penn. ; Wealthy,  a 
school  teacher  of  Old  Forge ; J.  Irwin,  an  Episco- 
pal clergyman  of  Forest  City,  Penn. ; Margaret,  a 
dressmaker  at  Old  Forge ; Luther  B.,  who  graduated 
from  the  Bloomsburg  Normal  School  and  is  now 
engaged  in  teaching  the  sciences  at  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Minnie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  and  Josie 
May,  who  graduated  from  the  Stroudsburg  State 
Normal,  and  is  now  a school  teacher  of  Old  Forge. 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were  John  R. 
and  Rebecca  Brodhead,  of  Stroudsburg,  Penn.  Four 
generations  of  the  family  are  now  living,  and  the 
parents  of  our  subject  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding, August  29,  1899. 

Charles  W.  Brodhead  moved  from  the  lumber 
woods  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  and,  later,  un- 
til sixteen  he  was  employed  in  coal,  mines,  at 
which  age  he  entered  a blacksmith  shop  at  Moosic, 
Penn.,  to  learn  the  trade.  He  soon  mastered  the 
business  and  continued  to  work  at  his  chosen  occu- 
pation in  that  locality  until  December,  1874,  when  he 
removed  to  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  county,  where 
he  conducted  a shop  of  his  own  for  four  years.  The 
following  eleven  years  were  passed  at  Elk  Lake  and 
from  there  he  came  to  Montrose,  where  he  is  now 
doing  a large  and  profitable  business. 

On  June  20,  1871,  at  Lackawanna,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Brodhead  was  married  to  Miss  Henrietta  Slack, 
who  was  born  in  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  May  12,  1854, 
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a daughter  of  Henry  Slack.  By  this  union  the  fol- 
lowing children  have  been  born  : Emma  died  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  months ; Charles  W.  died  in  infancy ; 
Samuel  E.,  a horseshoer  of  Montrose,  married  Mar- 
gerie  Mawhimy,  and  has  one  son,  Charles  j. ; Jennie 
is  at  home  ; Clarence  G.  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; 
and  Gai  E.  is  at  home.  Members  of  four  genera- 
tions of  this  family,  yet  living,  are : Samuel,  born 

1826;  Charles  W.,  1852;  Samuel  E.,  1875;  and 
Charles  J.,  1897. 

Mr.  Brodhead  is  a member  of  the  Farmers 
Alliance  and  of  the  Grange,  and  he  is  also  at  present 
a member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Susque- 
hanna County  Agricultural  Society.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  which  he  joined  in  1873,  and  in  which  he 
is  now  serving  as  grand  order  guard  of  the  State, 
having  represented  the  subordinate  lodge  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  past  eighteen  years.  The  Dem- 
ocratic party  finds  him  a stanch  supporter  of  its 
principles,  and  in  1898  he  was  the  candidate  for 
Representative  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  Although 
defeated,  he  reduced  the  Republican  majority  to  one- 
half  of  its  usual  amount.  At  one  time  he  was  the 
only  Democrat  in  the  city  council,  and  while  a mem- 
ber of  that  body  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  advocates 
of  the  sewerage  system  of  Montrose.  He  is  public- 
spirited  and  progressive,  and  always  gives  a willing 
support  to  every  enterprise  which  he  believes  will 
prove  of  public  benefit.  He  has  one  of  the  best 
libraries  in  Montrose  and  is  a well-informed  man. 

JOHN  DOUGLAS  MILLER.  In  the  last  half 
century  the  lawyer  has  been  a pre-eminent  factor 
in  all  affairs  of  private  concern  and  national  im- 
portance. He  has  been  depended  upon  to  conserve 
the  best  and  the  permanent  interests  of  the  whole 
people,  and  he  is  a recognized  power  in ’all  the  aven- 
ues of  life.  He  stands  as  the  protector  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  his  fellow  men,  and  he  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  a profession  whose  followers,  if  they 
would  gain  honor,  fame  and  success,  must  be  men 
of  merit  and  ability.  Such  an  one  is  John  D.  Miller, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Susque- 
hanna, Susquehanna  county,  though  he  makes  his 
home  in  Thompson,  that  county. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  December  6, 1856,  in  Greene 
county,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Abram  D.  and  Lydia  (Doug- 
las) Miller,  natives  of  Delaware  and  Greene  coun- 
ties, N.  Y.,  respectively.  The  father  was  born  De- 
cember 1,  1824,  and  is  still  living  in  Greene  county; 
the  mother  died  there  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
five  years.  In  early  life  Abram  D.  Miller  followed 
farming,  later  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  bed- 
steads and  furniture,  and  he  also  operated  a sawmill 
for  twenty-five  years,  but  since  1884  he  has  lived 
retired  from  business.  He  is  a supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  for  twenty  years  most  efficiently 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Religiously  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  his  wife  also  belonged.  To  them  were  born 


the  following  children:  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  Fred- 
erick E.  Ingalls,  who  is  engaged  in  the  stone-quarry 
business  in  Thompson,  Penn. ; Isabella  L.  is  the  wid- 
ow of  Hiram  Lake,  and  a resident  of  Windsor,  N. 
Y. ; Ella  is  the  wife  of  James  Wooden,  a railroad 
foreman  of  New  York  City;  William  H.  is  a farmer 
of  Athens,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y. ; John  D.  is  our  sub- 
ject; Dora  died  in  infancy;  and  Catherine  died  in 
1896. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Miller,  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Delaware  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1829,  aged  thirty-one  years. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  John  Douglas,  was  born 
in  Scotland,  and  followed  the  sea  in  early  life.  He 
married  Margaret  Van  Steenberg,  who  was  of 
Dutch  descent,  and  a member  of  the  Van  Steenberg 
family  who  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  Hud- 
son river  valley.  They  first  settled  in  Ulster  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  subsequently  in  Greene  county,  same 
State,  and  both  died  at  Hunter  at  an  advanced  age, 

John  Douglas  Miller,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  reared  in  the  village  of  Hunter, 
Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  the 
business  career  as  clerk  in  a mercantile  store  in  Me- 
dusa, Albany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  and  then  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
as  bookkeeper  for  a lumber  firm  in  Harmony  town- 
ship, with  which  he  was  connected  until  his  removal 
to  Thompson,  in  1879.  He  was  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  with  his  brother-in-law,  Hiram  Lake, 
until  the  spring  of  1882,  and  later  was  interested  in 
mercantile  business  with  his  father-in-law  until 
1888,  when  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  R. 
J.  Manning,  of  Susquehanna,  remaining  with  him 
until  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  in  1891.  He  engaged 
in  practice  with  Mr.  Manning,  at  Scranton,  Penn., 
until  the  fall  of  1893,  and  then  opened  an  office  in 
Susquehanna,  where  he  now  enjoys  a large  and  lu- 
crative practice. 

On  January  21,  1882,  at  Thompson,  Mr.  Miller 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  M.  Blan- 
din,  who  was  born  in  that  place  in  •February,  1858, 
a daughter  of  George  P.  and  Catherine  (Lewis) 
Blandin.  Her  father  was  born  in  1824  in  Vermont, 
and  when  two  years  old  was  brought  to  Thompson, 
Penn.,  by  his  parents.  Here  he  followed  farming  and 
mercantile  business  throughout  his  active  business 
life, now  living  retired  with  our  subject  in  Thompson. 
For  fifteen  years  he  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace.  Mrs.  Blandin,  who  was  a native  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  a daughter  of  Giles  Lewis, 
died  in  February,  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  Mrs.  Miller  is  an  only  child.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  had  four  children,  as  follows : 
Harry  G.  (now  deceased)  ; Allan  D.,  born  August 
13,  1884;  Myron  B.,  born  October  14,  1887;  and 
Walter  L.,  born  December  29,  1896. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  is  a member  of 
Thompson  Lodge  No.  866,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; Mt.  Hermon 
Lodge  No.  472,  F.  & A.  M. ; Susquehanna  Chapter 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1785 


No.  276,  R.  A.  M. ; and  St.  Andrew's  Commandery 
No.  76,  K.  T.  Politically  he  is  a stanch  Democrat. 
He  served  as  postmaster  at  Thompson  from  1885 
to  1889,  and  in  1898  was  the  Democratic  nominee 
for  State  senator  from  his  district ; and  while  at 
the  former  senatorial  election  the  Republican  candi- 
date was  elected  by  about  3,000  majority,  Mr.  Miller 
was  defeated  by  less  than  400.  He  is  a pleasant  and 
affable  gentleman,  and  makes  many  friends.  He  is 
thoroughly  versed  in  the  law,  is  a man  of  deep  re- 
search and  careful  investigation,  and  his  skill  and 
ability  have  won  him  a liberal  patronage  and  a 
prominent  place  at  the  Bar  of  Susquehanna  County. 

CHARLES  W.  ECKHART,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing young  business  men  of  Shohola,  has  spent  al- 
most his  entire  life  in  Pike  county,  his  birth  occurr- 
ing in  Shohola  township,  June  25,  1876.  His  boy- 
hood and  youth  were  spent  upon  the  old  homestead 
with  his  mother,  and  to  agricultural  pursuits  he  de- 
voted his  entire  time  and  attention.  In  1804  he 
went  to  Congers,  N.  Y.,  where  he  learned  the  ma- 
son’s trade,  at  which  he  is  now  employed  bv  the 
Erie  Railroad  Company.  He  is  part  owner  of  the 
old  home  farm  which  is  now  operated  by  his  older 
brother.  Enterprising  and  progressive,  he  has  al- 
ready met  with  success  in  his  undertakings  and  no 
doubt  a bright  future  awaits  him  in  his  business  ca- 
reer. In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  in  religious  connection  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  while  in 
the  social  life  of  the  community  they  occupy  an  en- 
viable position. 

On  May  21,  1898,  Mr.  Eckhart  was  married  to 
Miss  Annie  L. Beyer,  who  was  born  in  Shohola  town- 
ship. Pike  county,  November  1,1872.  John  W.  Beyer, 
her  father,  was  born  in  Germany,  August  8,  1835, 
and  is  to-dav  one  of  the  prominent  and  successful 
farmers  cf  Shohola  township.  His  grandfather,  Cas- 
per Beyer,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Germany,  engaged 
in  carting  freight.  His  father,  Adam  Ernest  Beyer, 
was  a native  of  Saxony,  and  also  engaged  in  freight- 
ing in  early  life  but  later  followed  farming.  He  mar- 
ried Barbara  Smyth,  a native  of  Hessen,  Ger- 
many, and  in  1866  they  came  to  America,  locating 
in  Shohola  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where  their 
sons  had  previously  settled.  He  died  a few  years 
later,  and  his  wife  survived  him  only  two  years, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the  old  Sho- 
hola cemetery.  Their  children  were  Adam  E., 
Gustav,  Mrs.  Ann  Elizabeth  Knealing,  John  W., 
Mrs.  Eve  Elizabeth  Engelhart,  and  Anna  Christina 
Smith. 

In  his  native  land  John  W.  Beyer  learned  the 
trade  of  wagonmaker  and  wheelwright,  which  he 
followed  there  for  three  years,  but  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two came  to  America  and  located  in  Shohola 
township,  Pike  county.  After  working  for  others 
for  some  time,  he  purchased  property  in  that  town- 
ship, in  1865,  and  is  now  successfully  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  dairying.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  religiously  his  views  coincide 


with  the  doctrines  of  Martin  Luther.  At  Shohola 
he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Hess,  a daughter  of  George 
and  Anna  Marie  Hess,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
the  following  children : George,  who  married  Annie 
Bartlemas,is  working  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Katherine, 
wife  of  Robert  Freeland,  of  Hackensack,  Dutchess 
Co.,  N.  Y. ; John,  who  married  Anna  Focht,  is  en- 
gaged in  blacksmithing  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; Annie 
L.,  wife  of  our  subject ; Peter,  who  is  living  at  home 
and  assists  his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  stone 
quarries ; and  three  who  died  in  infancy. 

PROF.  IRA  W.  SWINGLE,  a military  vet- 
eran, and  one  of  the  most  highly-esteemed  residents 
of  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  has  for 
many  years  been  connected  with  educational  work 
in  this  section,  and  his  efficient  labors  will  be  long 
remembered  gratefully  by  those  who  have  profited 
by  his  instructions. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  an  old  pioneer  family 
of  this  section,  of  whom  a more  complete  account  ap- 
pears elsewhere,  Hans  Ulrich  Swingle,  the  head  of 
the  American  line,  being  his  great-grandfather. 
Conrad  Swingle,  a son  of  Hans,  married  Lucy  Bun- 
ton,  and  had  thirteen  children,  among  whom  was  a 
son  Joseph,  our  subject’s  father.  Joseph  Swin- 
gle was  born  April  16,  1800,  in  South  Canaan 
township,  Wayne  county,  and  passed  his  life  in  that 
locality,  following  farming  as  an  occupation.  He 
died  in  1886,  and  for  about  sixteen  years  previous 
he  was  blind.  He  was  married  three  times,  first  to 
Hannah  Quick,  none  of  whose  children  lived  to 
maturity ; second  to  Orilla  Parish,  a native  of  Con- 
necticut, who  died  in  1844,  at  the  age  of  forty-two, 
and  third  to  Elizabeth  Chumard,  who  had  been  mar- 
ried twice  before.  There  were  six  children  by  the 
second  union,  viz.:  Mary  A.  (now  deceased)  mar- 
ried Hiram  Everett,  a contractor  in  California ; 
Angeline,  who  resides  in  Kansas,  married  (first) 
Newton  Varney,  and  (second)  E.  C.  Swingle  (both 
are  now  deceased)  ; Jane  (deceased)  married  Simp- 
son Chumard,  a resident  of  Hollisterville,  Penn. ; 
Ira  W.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
Helen  married  (first)  Charles  Searles  (now  de- 
ceased), and  (second)  Andrew  Cook,  a banker  in 
Nebraska;  Sophronius  is  also  deceased.  By  the 
third  marriage  there  was  one  son,  John  F.,  who  is 
married,  and  resides  in  Kansas, 

Prof.  Swingle  was  born  December  1,  1839,  011 
the  old  Swingle  homestead  in  South  Canaan  town- 
ship, originally  purchased  by  his  great-grandfa- 
ther, and  he  still  resides  upon  a portion  of  this 
tract.  He  was  reared  to  farm  work,  but  his  inclina- 
tions were  inclined  to  intellectual  pursuits,  and  he 
took  such  advantage  of  the  educational  opportunities 
afforded  by  the  local  schools  that  he  was  prepared 
to  teach  by  the  time  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen. 
For  two  terms  he  had  charge  of  a school  at  Dau- 
phinville,  Penn.,  and  then  desiring  to  fit  himself  for 
higher  work,  he  spent  three  seasons  in  study  at 
Kingston,  Penn.,  teaching  during  vacations  in  order 
to  gain  funds  for  further  study.  He  was  thus  em- 


1786 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ployed  at  Huntingdon,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  for  some 
time,  but  in  1861  he  returned  to-  his  native  town- 
ship, where  he  continued  to  teach  until  his  enlist- 
ment, on  March  29,  1864,  in  the  3rd  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Artillery  (152nd  Regiment),  under 
Capt.  Fred  Ivortes.  His  service  lasted  until  Novem- 
ber 9,  1865,  but  he  was  not  engaged  in  any  serious 
battles.  On  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned 
home  and  resumed  teaching,  being  employed  for 
about  ten  terms  in  the  public  schools  of  Wayne 
county,  with  one  term  at  Mill  Creek  Academy.  In 
the  intervals  of  teaching  he  gave  his  attention  to  gen- 
eral farming  at  the  homestead,  and  at  present  he  is 
engaged  solely  in  agricultural  work,  his  health 
making  an  outdoor  life  desirable.  Politically  he  is 
a stanch  Republican,  but  his  allegiance  does  not 
depend  upon  official  rewards,  as  he  has  uniformly 
refused  to  permit  his  name  to  appear  on  the  ticket 
as  a candidate.  He  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in 
all  progressive  movements,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
prominent  in  the  social  life  of  their  locality. 

On  March  22,  1858,  Prof.  Swingle  was  mar- 
ried, at  Huntingdon,  Penn.,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Rutan,  a 
minister  of  the  Christian  Church,  to  Miss  Charlotte 
J.  Davenport,  and  the  following  children  have 
blessed  the  union:  (1)  Adelaide  married  F.  M. 

Wagner,  a sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere,  and 
they  have  three  children.  (2)  Elsa  married  T.  K. 
Swingle,  a merchant  of  Carbondale,  Penn.  (3) 
Orilla  married  Charles  Benjamin,  a contractor  at 
Carbondale,  and  they  have  one  child.  (4)  Miss 
Helen  is  a trained  nurse,  and  resides  at  Carbondale. 
(5)  Ira  W.,  Jr.,  a leading  business  man  of  South 
Canaan  Corners,  left  home  at  the  age  of  sixteen  to 
make  his  way  in  the  world,  and  for  some  time  was 
employed  as  a clerk  by  Thomas  K.  Swingle,  a mer- 
chant at  Carbondale.  In  1895  ^ie  removed  to  South 
Canaan  Corners  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business, 
in  which  he  has  been  successful,  having  built  up 
a large  trade  through  his  judicious  management. 

Mrs.  Swingle  is  a member  of  a well-known 
family  of  Luzerne  county,  and  was  born  at  Hunt- 
ingdon, April  11,  1841.  Her  father,  the  late  Stephen 
Davenport,  a native  of  Plymouth,  Penn.,  owned 
more  than  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  that  coun- 
ty, and  was  extensively  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  a man  of  high  moral  character,  although  not 
a member  of  any  Church,  and  was  held  in  great 
esteem  by  his  associates.  In  politics  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat, and  at  one  time  he  served  as  commissioner  of 
Luzerne  county.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Tubbs, 
who  was  born  in  1803,  at  Huntingdon,  and  was  for 
many  years  a devout  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  She  died  in  April  1864,  and  he  in 
August,  1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  They  had 
the  following  children:  Handford,  deceased  ; ’Will- 

iam, a prominent  and  wealthy  merchant  of  forty 
years’  standing,  who  died  in  November,  1895,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-nine;  Thomas,  Newton  and  Samuel, 
all  deceased ; Adelia,  who  married  Charles  Good,  a 
farmer  of  near  Waterton,  Penn.;  Charlotte  J.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Wells  Wag- 


ner, of  California;  and  Ira,  who  was  killed  in  1893 
by  a kick  from  a colt  while  watering  his  stock.  Mrs. 
Swingle’s  grandparents,  Thomas  and  Charity  Dav- 
enport, were  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  settled  at 
Plymouth,  Penn.,  at  an  early  day.  Of  their  five 
children,  Robert  and  John  are  still  living,  and  Ste- 
phen, Phoebe  (Mrs.  John  Prindle)  and  Hannah 
(Mrs.  Jacob  Gould)  are  deceased. 

GEORGE  A.  KNEALING,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative and  prominent  agriculturists  of  Shohola 
township,  Pike  county,  was  born  there,  March  10, 
1862.  Henry  C.  Ivnealing,  our  subject’s  father, 
was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  influentia 
and  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  community.  He 
was  a native  of  Saxony,  Germany,  born  April  8, 
1832,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  came  to  the  United 
States,  first  locating  at  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  secured  employment  at  farm  work.  He  married 
Annie  Elizabeth  Byer,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  two  children,  the  younger  of  whom  is  our  subject. 
Mary  Augusta,  born  October  25,  1858,  has  been 
twice  married,  first  to  Charles  Palmer,  and  second 
to  Frank  Keller,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere. 
After  some  years  stay  in  Orange  county,  N.  Y., 
Henry  C.  Knealing  came  to  Shohola  township,  Pike 
county,  and  in  1858  purchased  213  acres  of  wood- 
land, and  at  -once  turned  his  attention  to  clearing  the 
land  and  lumbering.  With  the  assistance  of  his  son 
he  succeeded  in  placing  sixty  acres  under  the  plow, 
and  he  erected  thereon  a fine  farm  house.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  August  1,  1896, 
he  had  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  township.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  the 
entire  county,  was  an  ardent  Democrat  in  political 
sentiment,  and  besides  filling  all  the  township  of- 
fices he  most  capably  served  as  coroner,  and  county 
commissioner  for  three  years.  For  the  long  period 
of  thirty-five  years  he  was  a justice  of  the  peace, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  just  entered  upon 
another  five-years’  term.  His  public  and  private 
life  were  alike  above  reproach,  and  his  duties  were 
always  most  faithfully  and  conscientiously  per- 
formed. 

George  A.  Knealing  was  reared  upon  the  old 
homestead,  in  fact  has  always  remained  there.  He 
learned  the  art  of  farming  under  the  able  direction 
of  his  father,  and  is  to-day  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  thorough  and  skillful  agriculturists  of  the 
community.  At  the  death  of  his  father  he  came  into 
possession  of  the  entire  property,  and  now  has  107 
acres  of  valuable  land,  most  of  which  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Lie  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  also  in  bee  culture. 

On  October  25,  1885,  Mr.  Knealing  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Vogt,  daughter  of 
John  Vogt,  Sr.,  who  is  mentioned  more  fully  else- 
where.. They  now  have  three  interesting  children: 
Mary  Augusta,  born  April  26,  1887;  Linda  Christi- 
ana, October  25,  1888  ; and  Henry  C.,  April  21,  1891. 
The  parents  both  hold  membership  in  the  German 
Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Knealing  is  also  identified 
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with  the  Democracy,  and  takes  quite  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  local  politics.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  since  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, has  several  times  served  on  the  election 
board,  has  been  township  assessor  for  the  past  seven 
years,  and  also  town  clerk. 

CHARLES  H.  CROWE,  Insurance,  East 
Stroudsburg,  Monroe  county,  Pennsylvania. 

ABRAM  V.  HUFF  is  a member  of  the  well- 
known  tirm  of  Allen  & Huff,  who  are  now  conduct- 
ing a livery  and  sale  stable  at  Matamoras,  Pike 
county,  ana  are  meeting  with  excellent  success. 
Throughout  his  varied  business  career  his  affairs 
have  been  so  managed  as  to  win  him  the  confidence 
of  the  public  and  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact. 

Mr.  Huff  was  born  June  5,*  1844,  at  Stillwater, 
Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  his  parents,  Henry  and  Cather- 
ine (Van  Horn)  Huff,  having  always  made  their 
home  in  that  county,  where  the  father  carried  on  op- 
erations as  a farmer.  He  was  a stanch  Democrat 
in  politics  but  never  would  accept  office.  He  died 
in  1874,  aged  sixty-two  years,  his  wife  in  1881,  aged 
sixty-three,  .and  both  were  buried  in  the  New  Har- 
mony cemetery.  In  the  family  were  the  following 
children:  Jemima  C.,  wife  of  James  Martin,  a phy- 
sician of  Illinois;  Abram  V.,  our  subject;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Silas  C.  Osburn,  a blacksmith  of  Newark, 
N.  J. ; William  R.,  who  married  a Huff,  and  is  desk 
sergeant  at  Orange,  N.  J. ; Mary,  wife  of  George 
Keene,  a miller  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J. ; Adeline, 
widow  of  Harry  Lucy ; George,  who  is  married  and 
is  a police  officer  of  Newark;  Hester;  and  Mahala, 
wife  of  George  Rolling,  a bookkeeper,  of  Newark, 
New  Jersey. 

Our  subject’s  paternal  grandparents,  William 
and  Dorcas  (Jones)  Huff,  were  farming  people  of 
Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  where  they  spent  their  entire 
lives.  Their  children  were  Henry,  father  of  our 
subject;  Clarissa,  wife  of  Philip  Mackey;  Eliza, 
wife  of  Jonas  Howell ; Emma,  wife  of  Casper  Lucy ; 
and  Margaret,  wife  of  Abram  Shuster.  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  was  also  the  home  of  the  maternal 

grandparents,  Abram  and  Esther  ( ) Van  Horn, 

and  there  the  grandfather  also  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  Their  children  were  : George  ; Henry ; 
William  ; Rhoda,  wife  of  John  Hill ; Catherine,  moth- 
er of  our  subject;  Margaret,  wife  of  Cornelius  Hill; 
and  Charlotte,  wife  of  Jacob  Hill,  who  was  a broth- 
er of  the  two  Mr.  Hills  previously  mentioned. 

Upon  the  home  farm  Abram  V.  Huff  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and  he  was  married  in  January,  1869, 
at  the  “Yellow  Frame  Parsonage,”  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  to  Miss  Lydia  M.  Rvman.  Three  children 
were  born  to  them,  namely : Floyd,  Seeley  and  Car- 
rie, but  all  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Huff  was  born 
in  1851,  in  Stillwater,  N.  J.,  a daughter  of  David 
and  Matilda  (Snover)  Rvman,  also  natives  of  Sus- 
sex county,  where  both  died  and  their  remains  were 
interred  in  Harmony  cemetery,  that  county.  In 


their  family  were  the  following  children:  Mary, 
who  married  (first)  William  Van  Camp,  and  (sec- 
ond) Green  Roye ; Mahala,  who  died  young;  Ly- 
dia M.,  wife  of  our  subject;  John,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Frazier;  George;  Inompson;  Lnaries ; 
and  Richard. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one, Mr.  Huff  worked  as  a farm  hand  for  nine 
months,  and  then  returned  home  and  operated  the 
place  on  shares  for  one  year.  During  the  follow- 
ing seven  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  harness  at  Stillwater,  N.  J.,  and  subsequently 
rented  a thirty-acre  farm,  which  he  operated  for 
one  year,  while  he  was  engaged  in  the  huckstering 
business.  For  the  same  length  of  time  he  conducted 
a grocery  store  at  Stillwater,  the  following  year  he 
was  engaged  in  the  butcher  business,  and  for  two 
years  he  was  again  interested  in  the  harness  busi- 
ness. Owing  to  ill  health  he  retired  from  active  la- 
bor for  one  year,  and  spent  the  following  two  years 
in  the  butcher  business  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  Pike 
county.  He  conducted  the  old  “Halfway  House” 
between  Port  Jervis  and  Milford  for  eight  years, 
and  after  another  year’s  rest  had  charge  of  the 
“Fowler  House,”  at  Port  Jervis,  for  two  years.  He 
ran  a billiard  hall  at  that  place  for  five  years,  and  in 
1898  embarked  in  his  present  business,  having  re- 
moved to  Matamoras  in  1885.  He  attends  the  Evan- 
gelical Church  at  that  place,  and  is  a Democrat  in 
politics,  but  cares  nothing  for  political  honors,  pre- 
ferring to  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness interests,  in  which  he  has  been  quite  successful. 

ORVA  C.  ITILGERT,  a reliable  and  intelli- 
gent young  agriculturist  of  Paradise  township,  Mon- 
roe county,  was  born  there  in  August,  1873,  and 
belongs  to  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  honored 
families,  whose  identification  with  her  history  dates 
from  an  early  period  in  the  development  of  the 
county. 

Our  subject’s  great-grandparents,  George  and 
Margaret  Hilgert,  are  supposed  to  have  been  the 
first  settlers  of  the  county,  and  in  Paradise  Valley 
they  made  their  home  until  called  from  this  life. 
Their  first  home  here  was  a bark  cabin,  which  shel- 
tered the  family  until  a more  substantial  residence 
of  logs  could  be  erected.  The  land  was  all  wild  and 
unimproved,  and  they  experienced  all  the  hardships 
and  privations  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  pioneer. 
George  Hilgert  was  born  in  Northampton  county, 
in  1766,  and  died  in  1851,  while  his  wife  was  born  in 
1768,  and  died  in  1855.  They  reared  a family  of 
three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Charles  Hilgert,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
remained  upon  the  old  homestead,  where  his  fa- 
ther had  begun  the  development  of  a farm,  and  to 
its  further  improvement  and  cultivation  he  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  until  called  from  this  life.  He 
was  born  in  1809,  and  died  in  1888,  and  his  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nancy  Coffman,  was 
born  in  October,  1812,  and  died  in  1892.  In  their 
family  were  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
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ter,  namely : Uriah,  Samuel  and  Matilda.  Of  these, 
Uriah  entered  the  service  of  his  country  during  the 
Civil  war  and  died  when  still  a young  man,  from 
fever  contracted  at  that  time.  Matilda  is  now  the 
widow  of  John  W.  Price,  of  Pocono  township,  and 
resides  with  her  son  on  the  old  homestead  in  Price 
township,  Monroe  county. 

Samuel  Hilgert,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
in  January,  1833,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Paradise 
Valley,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  receiving 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality. 
In  December,  1855,  he  married  Miss  Emily  Henry, 
a daughter  of  Charles  Henry,  one  of  the  leading  cit- 
izens of  Monroe  county.  For  some  years  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Hilgert  engaged  in  lumbering  at 
Henryville  and  then  returned  to  the  old  homestead, 
which  he  purchased,  and  on  which  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death,  in  1897.  His  first  wife  died  in 
December,  1877,  leaving  four  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  youngest.  The  others  are:  Frances, 

born  in  1857,  is  now  the  wife  of  Theodore  Lake, 
of  Newbury,  Penn.,  and  has  one  son  Theodore ; Will- 
iam is  mentioned  more  fully  below  ; and  Minnie,  born 
in  1871,  resides  on  the  old  homestead  with  our  sub- 
ject. For  his  second  wife  the  father  married  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Brand,  of  Portland,  Northampton  Co., 
Penn.,  who-  since  her  husband's  death  has  made  her 
home  in  Slateford.  There  were  no  children  by 
this  union. 

Appreciating  the  benefits  of  a good  education, 
Orva  C.  Hilgert  made  the  best  use  of  the  advantages 
afforded  by  the  public  schools,  and  by  subsequent 
reading  and  observation  he  has  become  a well-in- 
formed man.  He  also  obtained  an  excellent  knowl- 
edge of  farm  work,  and  since  his  father’s  death  has 
most  successfully  managed  the  home  farm.  In 
1897  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie 
Nauman,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Rosanna  Nau- 
man,  prominent  residents  of  Paradise  township, 
and  he  brought  his  bride  to  the  Hilgert  homestead, 
where  four  generations  of  the  family  have  been  born 
and  have  prospered.  They  now  have  a little  son, 
Earl,  born  November  3,  1897.  Politically  Mr.  Hil- 
gert affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  'is  now 
serving  as  judge  of  election.  His  father  was  also  a 
lifelong  supporter  of  that  party,  and  took  quite  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  local  politics,  filling 
a number  of  township  offices,  such  as  constable, 
school  director,  nine  years,  overseer  of  the  poor,  su- 
pervisor and  inspector  of  elections.  Both  parents 
united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  took  an 
active  part  in  its  work  and  contributed  liberally  to 
its  support,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  father 
was  holding  membership  in  the  Evangelical  Church. 
Socially  our  subject  is  a member  of  the  American 
Protective  Association.  He  is  one  of  the  progres- 
sive and  skillful  farmers  of  the  community,  and  the 
neatness  and  thrift  which  pervades  his  place  tes- 
tifies to  his  careful  supervision.  He  looks  after 
his  brother's  as  well  as  his  own  interest  in  the  farm. 

William  Hilgert,  brother  of  our  subject,  de- 
serves more  than  a passing  notice  in  the  history  of 


his  family.  He  was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
during  his  boyhood  and  youth  assisted  his  father  in 
its  operation,  only  attending  school  during  the  win- 
ter months,  when  the  farm  work  was  light.  Being 
ambitious  to  succeed  in  life,  he  left  home,  and  first 
worked  as  a common  laborer  on  the  railroad.  With 
the  money  thus  earned  he  bought  books,  which  he 
eagerly  pursued  at  night,  often  studying  until  two 
or  three  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Thus  he  improved 
every  spare  moment  of  his  time.  He  married  Miss 
Ida  Seter,  who  died  leaving  one  son,  Clement.  Sub- 
sequently he  married  Miss  Alice  Decker,  of  Paradise 
township,  by  whom  he  has  three  children : Charles, 

Francis  and  Russell.  For  the  success  that  he  has 
achieved  in  life  he  deserves  great  credit,  for  it  is 
all  due  to  his  own  industry,  enterprise  and  persever- 
ance. He  is  a man  of  fine  moral  character,  and 
possesses  more  than  ordinary  business  ability. 

ANDREW  J.  ANDREWS.  Among  the  hon- 
ored pioneers  who  still  remain  with  us  this  venerable 
resident  of  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county,  holds  a lead- 
ing place.  His  long  and  useful  career  has  rightly 
won  for  him  tne  affectionate  regard  of  the  community 
in  which  his  seventy-six  years  have  been  spent,  and 
although  he  is  now  in  feeble  health  his  high  char- 
acter and  mental  endowment  convey  to  the  rising 
generation  a strong  feeling  of  respect  for  the  man 
of  the  earlier  time. 

The  Andrews  family  is  of  excellent  New  Eng- 
land stock,  and  our  subject’s  grandparents,  John 

and  Andrews,  natives  of  Connecticut,  came 

to  the  section  and  located  in  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county,  one  mile  east  of  Canaan  Corners.  The  jour- 
ney was  made  in  an  old  wagon,  the  facilities  for 
transportation  being  then  of  the  most  primitive 
sort.  These  worthy  pioneers  spent  their  remain- 
ing years  in  their  new  home,  and  at  death  were  laid 
to  their  final  rest  in  a cemetery  in  Salem  township. 
John  Andrews,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  and  was  about  fourteen  years  old 
when  the  removal  to  this  section  took  place.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  Wayne  countv,  and  there  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a carpenter  and  farmer.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Betsey  Hollister,  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred 
in  a cemetery  at  Salem  Corners.  Of  their  children, 

the  eldest,  A , married  Miss  Orander  A.  Peet ; 

Andrew  J.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  far- 
ther on  ; Maria  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven ; 
Clement  (deceased)  married  Miss  Eliza  McLean, 
who  survives  him  and  resides  at  Hollisterville ; 
Mary  married  Thomas  Engle,  of  Dunmore,  Penn., 
a veteran  of  the  Civil  war ; and  Martha  married  H. 
A.  Engle,  a farmer  of  Salem  township,  Wayne 
county. 

The  Hollister  family,  to  which  our  subject’s 
mother  belonged,  is  of  English  descent,  and  their 
coat  of  arms  shows  them  to  be  of  ancient  and  hon- 
orable lineage.  The  first  of  the  name  of  whom 
we  have  a definite  record  was  Lieut.  John  Hollis- 
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ter,  who  was  born  in  Bristol,  England,  in  1612,  and 
came  to  America  in  1642,  settling  at  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  where  he  became  prominent  among  the  pio- 
neers. From  him  descended  Timothy  Hollister,  fa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Betsey  Andrews. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  January 
25,  1824,  at  Hamlinton,  Wayne  county,  and  was 
reared  upon  a farm.  When  he  attained  his  majority 
his  father  gave  him  the  homestead  of  124  acres, 
which  he  operated  successfully  for  many  years.  In 
1867  he  rented  the  place  to  a tenant  and  a year  later 
he  sold  it  for  $5,000.  Since  that  time  he  has  resided 
at  Hamlinton,  where  he  followed  carpentering  for 
the  first  year,  but  later  he  retired  from  active  work. 
He  has  always  been  prominent  in  local  affairs,  be- 
ing an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  he  has  served  in  many  township  offices,  includ- 
ing the  assessorship,  which  he  held  for  thirty  years, 
and  his  interest  in  educational  progress  was  shown 
by  many  years  of  effective  work  as  school  director. 
He  is  also  active  in  religious  circles  as  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  with  which  he  united  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years,  having  been  baptized  by  an 
itinerant  preacher.  On  December  30,  1846,  he  was 
married,  at  Jones’  Lake  (now  Lake  Ariel),  Penn., 
to  Miss  Harriet  Jones,  who  was  born  in  that  local- 
ity in  1826,  the  daughter  of  Amasa  and  Sophia  (Cur- 
tis) Jones,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  settled  in 
Wayne  county  in  pioneer  times.  Mrs.  Andrews  died 
October  21,  1891,  deeply  mourned  by  a large  circle 
of  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  had  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  their  home  was  brightened  by  a 
neice,  Laura  Ann  Lawrence,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Alt, 
whom  they  had  adopted  in  childhood.  She  still 
resides  with  our  subject,  and  her  intelligence  and 
gracious  manners  make  her  an  ideal  hostess. 

The  Lawrence  family  is  of  Irish  descent,  and 
it  has  been  identified  with  Wayne  county  from  an 
early  date,  John  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Alt’s  great-grand- 
father, having  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as 
a commander  of  a ship.  George  Lawrence,  Mrs. 
Alt’s  father,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  i860 
came  to  the  present  site  of  Lake  Ariel,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  in 
July,  1864,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years,  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Laura  Jones,  passed 
away  six  years  later,  at  the  age  of  forty-two.  She 
was  born  in  that  locality,  the  daughter  of  Asa  and 
Lucina  (Buckingham)  Jones,  and  was  a woman  of 
fine  ability  and  culture,  having  for  some  time  pre- 
vious to  her  marriage  taught  school  successfully  in 
Wayne  county.  Mrs.  Alt  is  the  youngest  in  the  fam- 
ily of  four  children:  (1)  Clara  E.  married  Julian 

Swingle,  a farmer  and  carpenter  of  South  Canaan 
township,  W’aye  county.  (2)  John  D.  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  leaving  a widow,  Ada  (Clark), 
who  has  since  married  John  Atkinson,  of  Callicoon, 
N.  Y.  (3)  George  W.  is  a blacksmith  at  Marsh- 
wood,  Penn. ; he  married  Miss  Alice  Ackley,  for- 
merly a school  teacher  in  Lackawanna  county.  Mrs. 
Alt  was  born  September  23,  1864,  at  Lake  Ariel, 
and  was  married  September  25,  1883,  at  the  home  of 


our  subject,  to  William  H.  Alt,  a leading  merchant  of 
Hamlinton.  Four  children  have  blessed  this  union : 
Lawrence,  born  July  23,  1885;  Cora  H.,  born  Jan- 
uary 28,  1889;  and  Elmer  D.  and  Elva  M.  (twins), 
born  May  14,  1892,  of  whom  the  former  died  June 
io  of  the  same  year. 

DAVID  H.  BRYAN,  one  of  the  valiant  de- 
fenders of  the  Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the 
Civil  war,  is  at  present  an  honored  and  worthy  cit- 
izen of  Monroe  county,  his  home  being  in  Jackson 
township,  where  he  is  successfully  carrying  on  oper- 
ations as  a general  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 

Mr.  Bryan  was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
March  24,  1842,  and  is  of  Irish  extraction.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  John  Sydney  Bryan,  was  born, 
reared  and  married  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland, 
where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  his  emi- 
gration to  the  United  States,  in  middle  life.  He 
located  in  Newark,  Del.,  and  died  in  that  State,  in 
1841,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  having  sur- 
vived his  wife  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  a 
designer  in  metal  and  wood,  and  followed  that  oc- 
cupation in  both  Ireland  and  America.  In  his  family 
were  six  children,  all  now  deceased,  namely : Will- 
iam, a resident  of  Troy,  Penn.;  John,  of  northern 
Ohio;  Andrew,  of  Delaware;  John  Sydney,  Jr.,  fa- 
ther of  our  subject ; Lydia,  wife  of  James  Bens'inger, 
of  Delaware;  and  Jane,  wife  of  William  Northrup. 

John  Sydney  Bryan,  Jr.,  was  also  a native  of 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  coming  to  the  New  World 
in  early  life,  and  locating  in  Kingston,  Penn.,  where 
he  purchased  a home.  He  was  a civil  engineer  by 
profession,  and  as  such  was  employed  for  many 
years  throughout  the  Eastern  States,  during  which 
time  he  aided  in  the  construction  of  the  Baltimore 
& Ohio  railroad.  In  Delaware  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elizabeth  Klaus,  a native  of  that 
State,  who  died  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.,  in  1892, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Allentown,  Penn.,  August  6,  1877,  when 
he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He 
was  a prominent  representative  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  his  community,  took  an  active  and  influen- 
tial part  in  public  affairs,  and  served  as  sheriff  of 
Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  for  one  or  two  terms,  be- 
sides filling  various  township  offices.  Religiously 
both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 

David  H.  Bryan  is  the  youngest  in  a family 
of  seven  children,  the  others  being  as  follows : 
Lydia  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  John  Brineton, 
of  Janesville,  Penn. ; Andrew  (deceased)  was  a lum- 
berman of  Allentown,  Penn. ; Jacob,  a farmer,  lives 
at  Plymouth,  Penn.;  Elizabeth  (deceased)  was  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Blaine,  of  Kingston,  Penn. ; Mary 
(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Barney,  of  Kings- 
ton; and  Olive  is  the  wife  of  David  Emi,  of  Wyom- 
ing county,  Pennsylvania. 

The  subject  of  this  review  obtained  a good 
practical  education,  attending  first  the  common 
schools,  and  later  pursuing  a commercial  course  at 
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Bryant  & Stratton's  Business  College,  Philadelphia. 
Hardly  had  the  echoes  from  Fort  Sumter  s guns 
died  away  before  he  offered  his  services  to  the  gov- 
ernment, enlisting  April  16,  1861,  for  three  months, 
in  Company  C,  6th  P.  V.  I.,  and  re-enlisting,  on  the 
expiration  of  that  term,  for  three  years  or  during 
the  war.  He  was  chosen  first  sergeant  of  his  com- 
pany in  November,  1863,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
war  was  mustered  cut  with  the  rank  of  first  lieu- 
tenant. He  participated  in  a number  of  important 
engagements  and  minor  skirmishes,  including  the 
battles  of  Antietam,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg, 
Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary 
Ridge,  and  was  with  Gen.  Sherman  on  the  famous 
march  to  the  sea.  He  was  captured  at  Cheap 
Mountain,  or  Cross  Keys,  and  held  prisoner  at  Sal- 
isbury, N.  C,  for  six  weeks  before  being  exchanged. 

Returning  to  Luzerne  county,  Penn.,  Mr. 
Bryan  engaged  in  lumbering, which  he  followed  there 
for  fifteen  years,  contracting  for  the  Allentown 
Lumber  Co.  In  1877  he  came  to  Monroe  county, 
where  his  family  had  previously  located,  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  Jackson  township,  on  the  old  Det- 
rick place,  owning  no  acres  of  land,  seventy  of 
which  have  been  cleared  and  placed  under  excellent 
cultivation.  Since  then  his  entire  time  and  atten- 
tion has  been  devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock 
raising. 

In  1867,011  Jackson  township,  Mr.  Bryan  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Levina  Detrick,  a na- 
tive of  Monroe  county,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
four  children,  namely:  Jessie,  Elizabeth,  Romain 

and  Nettie,  all  at  home. 

The  Republican  party  has  always  found  in  Mr. 
Bryan  an  ardent  supporter  of  its  principles,  and 
everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  com- 
rades in  the  Civil  war  finds  in  him  a stanch  friend. 
Pie  first  united  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic, and  later  became  identified  with  the  Veteran 
Union  Legion,  in  which  only  soldiers  who  served 
for  two-  years  or  more  are  eligible  to  membership. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Loyal  Legion,  with  head- 
quarters at  Philadelphia,  and  is  a trustee  of  the 
Chattanooga  Association — the  Veterans  National 
Park.  In  days  of  peace,  as  in  times  of  war,  he  has 
always  been  found  a true  and  loyal  citizen,  willing  to 
sacrifice  his  personal  interests  for  the  good  of  his 
fellow  sftizens,  and  he  is  justly  deserving  of  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who  know  him. 

EMERY  A.  HAZELTON,  a well-1  mown  cit- 
izen and  progressive  agriculturist  of  Palmyra  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  is  a worthy  representative  of  one 
of  the  highly-respected  families  of  this  section  of  the 
State.  His  paternal  grandfather  Abram  Hazelton, 
was  a native  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  married,  and  continued  to  reside 
for  some  years  thereafter,  his  children  all  being 
born  in  .that  country.  Accompanied  by  his  fam- 
ily, he  came  to  America,  and  located  in  Sterling 
(now  Dreher)  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  in  1857. 


William  Hazelton,  our  subject’s  father,  was 
about  four  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  emigration  to  the  United  States,  and 
was  reared  in  Sterling  township.  During  his  entire 
business  career  he  followed  the  occupations  of  farm- 
ing and  lumbering.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Cross, 
a daughter  of  Robert  Cross,  and  she  died  December 
10,  1884,  while  his  death  occurred  October  14,  1893. 
The  children  born  to  them  were  as  follows : Emery 
A.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Simon  D.,  born  Oc- 
tober 3,  1850,  who  now  lives  with  our  subject; 
Emeline,  wife  of  A.  C.  Angel,  of  Dreher  township, 
Wayne  county;  Angeline  A.,  wife  of  Florence  Ro- 
backer,  of  Dreher  township;  and  Abram  and  Elijah, 
twins,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  Emery  A. 
Plazelton  was  born,  May  27,  1848,  and  there  he  grew 
to  manhood,  obtaining  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  locality.  Later  he  attended 
the  Prompton  Academy,  and  was  thus  well  fitted 
by  education  for  the  responsible  duties  of  business 
life.  For  some  years  he  engaged  in  rafting  on  the 
Delaware  river,  and  as  a lumber  contractor  carried 
on  operations  In  Pike  and  Wayne  counties  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  In  1876  he  located  upon  his  present 
farm  in  Palmyra  township,  Pike  county,  and  is  now 
principally  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

At  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Hazelton  was 
married,  September  4,  1873,  1°  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Bortree,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  Rev. 
George  Pritchett,  a Methodist  Episcopal  minister. 
Her  paternal  grandfather,  John  Bortree,  was  a na- 
tive of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  as  was  also  her  fa- 
ther, Thomas  Bortree,  who  came  to  America  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  and  found  employment  in  Phil- 
adelphia. Later  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Ster- 
ling township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and 
died  June  14,  1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
There  he  had  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Simpson,  who 
was  also  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  a daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Allen)  Simpson,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Margaret  A.,  who  married  Arthur  J.  Rollison,  of 
Arlington,  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  eight  months 
and  sixteen  days;  John  R.,  a prosperous  farmer  of 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  county,  who  married 
Mary  Jane  Becker;  Lucy  J.,  wife  of  Holland  Rich- 
ardson, of  Cherry  Ridge  township,  Wayne  county ; 
James  A.,  a merchant  of  Lake  Ariel,  Wayne  county ; 
Olive  A.,  wife  of  George  Sherman,  a farmer  of 
Lake  Como,  Wayne  county ; Susanna  M.,  wife  of 
Nathan  Cross,  postmaster  at  Greentown,  Greene 
township,  Pike  county ; Sarah  E.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Maria  M.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Thomas  W., 
a physician  of  Lake  Como ; and  Mary  E.,  a resident 
of  Sterling  township,  Wayne  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hazelton  have  two  children : Viola,  born  January 

8,  1877,  and  Mabel,  born  September  9,  1886. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Hazelton  is  a stanch 
Republican,  but  at  local  elections  he  always  en- 
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deavors  to  vote  for  the  best  man,  regardless  of  party 
affiliations.  He  has  most  acceptably  served  his  fel- 
low citizens  as  supervisor  (two  terms)  and  as  in- 
spector of  elections,  and  is  at  present  an  efficient 
school  director. 

O.  W.  GELATT.  In  the  pioneer  history  of 
Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  no  family 
name  is  more  conspicuous  than  that  of  Gelatt. 

George  Gelatt,  our  subject’s  great-grandfather, 
came  with  his  family  to  the  wilderness  from  Massa- 
chusetts between  1809  and  1812.  He  was  a farmer 
and  carpenter  and  lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of 
102  years.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  built  a tavern 
on  the  Newburg  turnpike,  a half  mile  north  of 
Smiley  Hollow.  He  had  a large  family,  and  of  these 
George  Gelatt  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
George  Washington  Gelatt,  the  father  of  O.  W. 
Gelatt,  was  reared  in  Gibson  township,  married 
Miss  Susan  Bills,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  arduous 
work  that  was  incident  in  those  days  to  pioneer  life. 
He  was  born  in  1818,  and  died  in  1889.  To  George 
Washington  and  Susan  Gelatt  were' born  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  O.  W.,  our  subject;  Henry,  who 

died  in  Gibson  township  in  1898;  Charles,  a resident 
of  Jackson  township;  Leroy,  of  Gibson  township; 
Eugene,  of  Gibson  township,  and  Estelle  (Mrs. 
Lewis),  of  Clifford  township. 

O.  W.  Gelatt  was  born  in  October,  1847,  *n 
Gibson  township.  He  was  there  reared,  educated, 
and  has  since  been  a resident,  and  since  1896  he  has 
been  successfully  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
extension  ladders.  He  was  married,  in  Gibson 
township,  in  1873,  to  Miss  Sarah  Tuttle,  who  is  a 
native  of  Wayne  county,  Penn.,  daughter  of  John 

* anc[  . Tuttle,  of  Preston  township,  Wayne 

county.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born 
seven  children,  namely:  Vernie,  Julia,  Albert, 

Anna,  George,  Fred  and  Hazel.  In  politics  Mr.  Ge- 
latt is  a Republican,  and  he  takes  an  active  interest 
in  the  success  of  his  party.  He  is  public-spirited, 
enterprising — the  possessor  of  many  dominant  vir- 
tues, and  is  a worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
old  families  which  have  been  influential  in  Susque- 
hanna county  from  the  time  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlements. 

JOSEPH  F.  LANNON.  In  the  busy  commu- 
nity located  in  the  thriving  little  city  of  Susquehanna, 
we  find  several  energetic  and  thorough-going  busi- 
ness men,  who  have  attained  success  through  their 
own  enterprise,  good  judgment  and  perseverance. 
Among  their  number  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch,  and  who1  is  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Joseph  F.  Lannon  & Co.,  leading  grocers  of 
Susquehanna. 

Mr.  Lannon  was  born  in  that  town,  March  19, 
1854,  a son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Sullivan)  Lan- 
non, natives  of  Ireland,  who  were  married  in  Ma- 
chias,  Me.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  in  1847,  locating  in  Lanesboro,  where  they 
continued  to  make  their  home  throughout  life.  The 


father,  who  was  a mason  and  builder,  died  in  1893, 
aged  seventy-five  years,  and  the  mother  died  in 
1887,  aged  sixty-three  years,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  Laurel  Hill  cemetery.  They  were 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  most  estimable 
people.  Their  children  were  Thomas,  now  a resi- 
dent of  Missouri;  John  P.,  foreman  of  the  erecting 
crew  for  the  Erie  Company  and  a resident  of  Sus- 
quehanna; Sarah,  who  died  when  young;  Joseph 
F.,  our  subject;  Robert  M.,  a member  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna County  Bar,  who  died  in  1886,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years;  Mary  M.,  who  died  when 
young;  and  Robert,  who  died  in  i860.  On  his  emi- 
gration from  Ireland  to  America,  John  Lannon, 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  located  in 
Machias,  Me.,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life. 

Joseph  F.  Lannon  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Susquehanna,  and  began  his  business  career,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  which 
he  is  now  proprietor  and  which  at  that  time  belonged 
to  Thomas  McDonald,  for  whom  he  worked  four  and 
a half  years.  During  the  following  seven  years  he 
filled  the  positions  of  clerk  and  bookkeeper  in  the 
store  of  John  C.  Rane,  and  then,  forming  a part- 
nership with  P.  D.  Baxter,  he  embarked  in  his  pres- 
ent business,  which  they  have  since  successfully 
carried  on. 

In  December,  1888,  at  Susquehanna,  Mr.  Lan- 
non was  married  to  Miss  Laura  Plogan,  and  to  them 
was  born  a son,  Robert  J.  Mrs.  Lannon  was  born 
in  Susquehanna,  November  4,  1864,  a daughter  of 
Michael  and  Mary  (Clancey)  Hogan.  The  father 
is  now  living  retired  in  that  city. 

The  Democratic  party  finds  in  Mr.  Lannon  a 
stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  have  called 
him  to  public  office.  He  served  as  burgess  of  Sus- 
quehanna for  two  terms  with  credit  to  himself  and 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents,  and  he 
was  school  director  for  seven  years. 

THOMAS  F.  CAWLEY,  M.  D„  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  successful  representatives  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Monroe  county,  is  now  locat- 
ed at  Saylorsburg,  where  he  enjoys  a large  and  lucra- 
tive- practice.  He  was  born  in  Hellertown,  North- 
ampton Co.,  Penn.,  January  4,  1837,  and  belongs  to 
a family  which  was  founded  in  the  United  States  by 
three  brothers,  John,  Thomas  and  Benjamin  Mc- 
Cauley (as  the  name  was  then  spelled),  who  were 
natives  of  Lancashire,  England,  and  were  mill- 
ers by  trade.  They  separated  after  coming  to  this 
country,  Thomas  locating  in  Newton,  near  Philadel- 
phia, Penn.,  and  Benjamin,  at  Milton,  this  State, 
while  John,  the  Doctor's  grandfather,  settled  near 
Hellertown,  in  1829,  and  there  engaged  in  milling 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  married 
Mary  McRoney. 

Albert  Cawley,  the  Doctor's  father,  was  born 
in  Lancashire,  England,  and  came  to  America  with 
his  parents  in  1829.  He  followed  farming  through- 
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out  life,  making  his  home  at  Hellertown,  Northamp- 
ton county,  where  he  died  April  20,  1889,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  old  Williamstown  cemetery.  He  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Long,  a native  of  this  State,  who  is  now 
living  on  the  old  homestead  at  Hellertown  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years.  Both  held  membership  in  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr.  Cawley  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party.  In  their  family  were  three  chil- 
dren: Sophia,  wife  of  William  Zaller,  a farmer  and 
lumberman  of  Northampton  county;  William,  who 
lives  on  the  old  homestead ; and  Thomas  F.,  our  sub- 
ject. 

Dr.  Cawley  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  the  Hellertown  Normal,  and  subsequently 
graduated  from  that  institution.  He  next  attended 
the  Keystone  Normal,  and  at  the  age  of.  seventeen 
years  commenced  teaching  school,  at  which  he  was 
employed  for  four  years.  In  1876  he  began  reading 
medicine  with  Hon.  Henry  D.  Heller,  present  State 
senator  from  this  district,  with  whom  lie  remained 
for  four  years,  and  from  1877  until  1880  attended 
lectures  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College, 
New  York  City.  After  his  graduation  from  that 
noted  school  he  located  at  Pen  Argyl,  Penn.,  where 
he  remained  until  1893,  and  then  came  to  Saylors- 
burg,  where  he  was  not  long  in  building  up  a good 
practice. 

At  Easton,  Penn.,  September  16,  1880,  Dr. 
Cawley  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Kate  A. 
Strawn,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children : 
Harry,  Florence  and  Dewey.  Mrs.  Cawley  was  born 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a daughter  of  James 
and  Catherine  (Wernerback)  Strawn,  natives  of 
Bucks  county.  The  father  is  now  a prominent  con- 
tractor and  builder  of  Lower  Saucon,  Northampton 
county. 

While  living  at  Pen  Argyl,  Dr.  Cawley  took 
a very  prominent  and  active  part  in  public  affairs. 
He  assisted  in  organizing  the  borough  and  helped 
to  build  the  first  school  house  at  that  place.  He 
served  as  the  first  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
school  board,  which  offices  he  filled  for  two  consecu- 
tive terms ; made  the  draft  for  the  building  now 
known  as  the  Lincoln  building ; and  was  instrumen- 
tal in  erecting  the  first  Presbyterian  church,  in  which 
he  served  as  elder  from  the  beginning  until  his 
removal  from  that  place.  The  Doctor's  present  com- 
fortable home  was  erected  at  Saylorsburg  in  1895, 
and  its  hospitable  doors  are  ever  open  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  many  friends  of  the  family,  for  he  and  his 
wife  are  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  com- 
munity. In  his  political  views  he  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, and  being  a great  reader  he  is  well  posted 
on  the  leading  questions  and  topics  of  the  day,  as 
well  as  on  the  best  literature. 

THOMAS  W.  BORTREE,  M.  D„  D.  D.  S. 
One  of  the  most  exacting  of  all  the  higher  lines  of 
occupation  to  which  a man  may  lend  his  energies  I 


is  that  of  the  physician.  A most  scrupulous  prelim- 
inary training  is  demanded,  a nicety  of  judgment 
but  little  understood  by  the  laity.  Our  subject  is 
not  only  a graduate  of  one  of  the  leading  medical 
colleges  of  the  country,  but  has  also  completed  the 
prescribed  course  in  a dental  college,  and  his  skill 
and  ability  in  both  professions  have  won  for  him  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice  in  Lake  Como,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  is  now  located. 

Dr.  Bortree  is  a native  of  Wayne  county,  born 
in  Sterling  in  1859.  -His  father,  Thomas  Bortree, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1815, 
and  in  1832  came  to  the  United  States,  taking  up  Ins 
residence  in  Sterling,  where  he  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Simpson.  There  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild 
land,  which  he  transformed  into  a good  farm,  mak- 
ing it  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1893, 
his  wife  dying  there  the  following  year. 

In  the  family  were  ten  children,  all  born  on  the 
old  homestead  at  Sterling:  (1)  Margaret  A.  mar- 
ried A.  J.  Rollison,  of  Hawley,  Wayne  county,  and 
died  leaving  three  children,  Matilda,  Ora  and  Le- 
roy. (2)  John  R.,  a contractor  and  builder  in  Wayne 
county,  married  Mary  J.  Becker,  of  Salem  township, 
that  county.  (3)  Lucy  J.  is  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Rich- 
ardson, of  Waymart,  Wavne  county,  and  has  eight 
children,  Lenora,  Andre,  Jennie,  Lizzie,  Ellen,  Roy, 
Ray  and  Holland.  (4)  James  A.  married  Emma  Ram- 
bel,  of  Chapman  township,  Wayne  county,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Lake  Ariel.  (5) 
Ollie  A.  is  the  wife  of  George  Sherman,  a farmer  of 
Lake  Como,  Wayne  county,  and  has  one  son,  Ward. 
(6)  Susanna  M.  is  the  wife  of  T.  N.  Cross,  a farmer 
of  Pike  county,  Penn.,  and  has  eight  children,  Hor- 
ton, Earle,  Theodore,  Olive,  Howard,  Byron,  Heber 
and  Cora.  (7)  Sarah  E.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Haz- 
elton,  a farmer  of  Pike  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  has  two  children,  Viola  and  Mable.  (8)  Maria 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  (9)  Mary  E.  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  and  still  resides  on  the 
old  homestead. 

Dr.  Bortree  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  when  not  in  school  continued 
to  assist  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm  un- 
til he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  was  married  in 
1881  to  Miss  Mattie  L.  Martin,  of  Sussex  county, 
N.  J.,  a daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  Martin, 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  that  county.  After  his 
marriage  the  Doctor  located  in  Scranton,  Penn., 
where  he  worked  for  the  Iron  Coal  Co.,  for  a year 
and  a half,  and  then  returned  to  Sterling,  remain- 
ing on  the  old  homestead  for  a year.  In  1884  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  in  Lackawanna  coun- 
ty, Penn.,  under  G.  A.  Cole,  and  the  following  year 
entered  Jefferson  Medical  Colege,  where  he  gradu- 
ated in  1889.  In  the  meantime,  during  the  winter 
of  1886-87,  be  was  'n  Florida  with  a patient  from  the 
college.  After  his  graduation  he  was  connected  with 
the  hospitals  of  Philadelphia  for  three  years,  but 
in  1893  returned  to  Sterling,  where  he  engaged  in 
practice  until  coming  to  Lake  Como  in  1896.  In 
1890  he  also  graduated  from  the  Pennsylvania  Den- 
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tal  College  of  Philadelphia,  and  is  now  successfully 
engaged  m the  practice  of  both  professions. 

In  1888  Dr.  Bortree  lost  his  first  wife,  and  four 
years  later  he  married  Miss  Anna  E.  Dunham,  of 
Philadelphia,  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Susan  Dun- 
ham, the  former  a music  dealer  at  Camden,  N.  J. 
The  Doctor’s  second  wife  died  in  April,  1897,  leav- 
ing one  daughter,  Edna,  who  was  born  in  Sterling, 
in  1893.  He  has  always  been  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  winle 
a resident  ot  Sterling  he  held  the  office  of  auditor. 
He  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Lake  Como,  and  takes  quite  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  its  work.  He  may  well  be 
numbered  among  the  self-made  men  of  the  commu- 
nity, for  through  his  own  unaided  efforts  he  has 
achieved  success  in  life,  first  earning  the  money  with 
which  to  pay  his  expenses  at  college.  A man  of 
broad  resources,  and  progressive  ideas,  he  has  won 
distinction  in  his  chosen  calling,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  most  prominent  physicians,  surgeons  and  den- 
tists of  Wayne  county. 

O.  J.  SHAVER,  a well-known  citizen  of  Ararat 
township,  who  for  several  years  has  been  prominent- 
ly identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  was  born  in  January,  1859,  in 
Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  that  State  acquired 
his  early  education,  making  his  home  there  until 
eleven  years  of  age.  In  1870  he  was  brought  to 
Pennsylvania  by  his  parents,  Jacob  and  Letitia 
(Kline)  Shaver,  who  located  in  Ararat  township, 
Susquehanna  county.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  every  depart- 
ment of  farm  work.  In  1881  he  settled  upon  his 
present  fine  farm  of  170  acres  in  Ararat  township  up- 
on which  he  has  since  made  many  useful  and  valu- 
able improvements,  and  besides  this  property  he 
owns  a good  farm  of  100  acres  in  Herrick  township. 
Pie  carries  on  dairy  farming,  and  has  been  remark- 
ably successful  'in  his  work. 

In  May,  1879,  in  Ararat  township,  Mr.  Shaver 
was  married  to  Miss  Della  Adams,  a na- 
tive of  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  a daughter  of  Alva  and  Susan  (Wag- 
ner) Adams.  Her  father  was  also  born  in  that 
township,  and  died  in  his  native  county,  but  the 
mother  is  still  living  and  now  makes  her  home  in 
Oregon.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  an  inter- 
esting family  of  six  children,  namely : Edith  L., 
Minnie  E.,  Ida,  John,  Della  and  Laura.  The  Re- 
publican party  finds  in  Mr.  Shaver  a stanch  supporter 
of  its  principles,  and,  being  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  influential  citizens  of  his  community,  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  fill  local  offices  of  honor  and 
trust.  He  was  township  supervisor  six  years,  and  a 
member  of  the  school  board  three  years. 

WILLIAM  H.  IVES,  a worthy  representative 
of  an  honored  pioneer  family  of  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  June  14,  1813,  in  Liberty  township, 
on  the  farm  at  Lawsville,  where  he  still  resides,  and 
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throughout  life  he  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  that  section. 

His  parents,  Caswell  and  Kesiah  (Thrall)  Ives, 
were  born  in  the  town  of  Kent,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn., 
and  the  grandfather,  Aaron  Ives,  was  also  a native 
of  Connecticut.  In  his  family  were  four  sons,  Na- 
thaniel, Reuben,  Ana  and  Caswell,  who  came  to 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  in  1810,  and  here 
reared  their  families,  but  all  are  now  deceased. 

Caswell  Ives,  our  subject’s  father,  purchased 
a tract  of  land  in  the  village  of  Lawsville,  Liberty 
township,  which  he  transformed  into  a good  farm, 
and  in  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  erecting  on 
his  land  the  first  sawmill  in  that  section  of  the  coun- 
ty. There  both  he  and  his  wife  continued  to  make 
their  home  throughout  life,  the  former  dying  about 
1875,  the  latter  in  1850,  when  past  the  age  of  eighty. 
In  their  family  were  six  children,  five  sons  and  one 
daughter,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  (2) 
Reuben  married  Ann  Scotten,  of  Susquehanna 
county,  where  they  resided  for  some  years,  and  then 
removed  to  Lairfax  county,  Va.,  where  his  death 
occurred.  Later  she  returned  to  Susquehanna 
county  where  she  passed  away.  A part  of  their  fam- 
ilv  live  in  Virginia,  the  remainder  in  this  State.  (3) 
John  married  a Miss  Trusdall,  and  located  in  Lib- 
erty township.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a 
member  of  an  engineering  corps  and  remained  in 
the  service  until  hostilities  ceased.  He  is  now  a 
resident  of  Montrose,  where  he  has  followed  his 
trade  as  a carpenter  for  some  years.  He  has  a 
son  and  daughter — Drett,  wife  of  Walter  Townsend, 
of  Lranklin  township,  Susquehanna  county;  and 
Anson,  a resident  of  Montrose.  (4)  Anstell  in  early 
life  was  superintendent  for  a large  lumber  firm  in 
Michigan,  and  from  there  went  to  Oshkosh,  Wis., 
where  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business.  He  has  reared  a large  family  who  are 
still  residents  of  that  State.  (5)  George  married  a 
Miss  Moody,  and  moved  to  Fairfax  county,  Va., 
where  he  still  lives.  His  children  all  died  when 
young.  (6)  Louisa  married  Albert  Temple,  and 
lived  in  Virginia  until  the  close  of  the  Civil  war, 
when  they  moved  to  Massachusetts,  where  she  died, 
leaving  two  daughters  who  are  now  married  and  re- 
side in  that  State.  Nathaniel  Ives,  brother  of  Cas- 
well, was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  at  Lawsville,  William 
H.  Ives  was  reared  to  manhood.  In  1843  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Ross,  a daugh- 
ter of  Alfred  and  Betsy  Ross,  one  of  the  old  families 
of  Liberty  township,  and  after  his  marriage  he 
purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old 
homestead  of  150  acres,  where  he  has  since  lived. 
He  continued  to  occupy  the  old  log  house  standing 
thereon  until  1871,  when  he  erected  a large  two-story 
frame  residence,  thirty-two  feet  square,  with  all 
modern  improvements.  The  barn  built  by  his  father 
in  1812,  is  still  in  a good  state  of  preservation,  and 
is  now  used  as  a granary.  In  early  life  our  subject 
followed  lumbering  for  many  years  on  the  east 
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branch  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  and  as  a pilot 
rafted  sawed  lumber  down  to  the  markets  of  Mariet- 
ta and  Port  Deposit,  but  for  the  past  forty  years  he 
has  given  his  attention  almost  wholly  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  has  met  with  most  excellent  success. 

Our  subject  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1873. 
To  them  were  born  five  children,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  of  whom  one  son  and  both  daughters  died 
in  childhood.  Those  still  living  are:  Henry  and 
Erastus,  who  were  educated  in  the  village  schools 
of  Lawsville,  and  now  operates  the  home  farm  for 
their  father.  Erastus,  born  in  1852,  is  unmarried, 
but  Elenry  married  Emmaroy  Wining,  of  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  a daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Mary  S. 
Wining,  and  they  have  three  daughters,  who  were 
also  born  on  the  old  homestead,  and  attended  the 
village  schools.  (1)  Jennie  R.,  born  in  1874,  mar- 
ried Arthur  B.  Smith,  of  Franklin  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  they  now  reside  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  butter  and  grocery 
business.  They  have  one  son,  Raymond.  (2)  Retta 
M.,  born  in  1879,  is  now  the  wife  of  Clarence 
Knapp,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Clare,  born  in  August,  1895,  on  the  same 
farm  where  her  great-grandfather,  our  subject,  was 
born.  (3)  Georgia  I.,  bora  in  1880,  is  an  accom- 
plished young  lady,  who  completed  her  education  in 
the  high  school  of  Montrose.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  also  well  educated  and  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school  in 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  and  Susquehanna  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
our  subject  has  been  a stanch  supporter  of  its  prin- 
ciples, and  he  has  held  a number  of  local  offices  in 
Liberty  township,  including  those  of  poormaster,  su- 
pervisor, and  constable  for  eight  years,  the  duties  of 
which  he  most  capably  and  satisfactorily  per- 
formed. Religiously  he  is  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  to  which  his  parents  and  wife  also 
belonged.  The  family  has  always  been  one  of  the 
most  prominent,  influential  and  highly  respected 
families  of  the  community,  and  our  subject  occu- 
pies an  enviable  position  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

SAMUEL  J.  PHILLIPS,  barber,  P.  O.  Toby- 
hanna  Mills,  Coolbaugh  township,  Monroe  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

MATHIAS  F.  BUSH,  a highly  respected  resi- 
dent of  Spragueville,  Monroe  county,  has  held  for 
more  than  twenty  years  a responsible  position  with 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  R.  R.,  and  no 
better  evidence  of  his  personal  worth  could  be  de- 
sired than  the  confidence  which  his  faithful  service 
has  inspired  in  his  employers. 

Mr.  Bush  was  born  on  Christmas  Day,  1849,  'n 
Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  a well-known  pioneer  family  of  this  State. 
Elis  grandparents,  John  and  Catherine  (Detrick) 


Bush,  were  both  natives  of  Lancaster  county  but 
made  their  home  in  Monroe  county  after  their  mar- 
riage. 

George  Bush,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1820,  in  Monroe  county,  and  in  early  man- 
hood he  settled  in  Hamilton  township  where  he 
bought  and  improved  a farm.  This  he  sold  two 
years  later,  when  he  removed  to  the  Leonard  Le 
Bar  farm  in  Stroud  township,  on  which  he  made 
general  improvements.  His  death  occurred  there 
in  February,  1879,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Caven), 
who  was  born  in  1820,  in  Northampton  county, 
survives  him  and  resides  with  our  subject.  This 
worthy  couple  had  three  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  the  youngest,  the  others  being:  (1)  La- 
vina  J.,  born  in  1845,  in  Stroud  township,  received 
a public-school  education,  and  married  Jacob  Pos- 
ten,  of  the  same  township,  and  now  a resident  of 
East  Stroudsburg.  They  have  five  children : Lin- 
coln married  Miss  Mattie  Lesh,  and  resides  in  East 
Stroudsburg;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  John  Price,  of 
Dover,  N.  J. ; Stroud  is  unmarried  and  resides  in 
Kansas ; Miss  Allie  is  a resident  of  Park  Side,  Mon- 
roe county,  and  Annie  is  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Smith,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  (2)  David  D.  Bush,  born  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Stroud  township,  resides  in  East 
Stroudsburg,  where  he  is  employed  as  car  inspector. 
He  married  Miss  Ella  Van  Vliet,  of  Stroud  town- 
ship. 

Our  subject  received  a practical  education  in  the 
schools  of  Stroud  township,  and  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  then  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  R.  R.,  as  a track  layer  and  two  years  later, 
in  1858,  he  was  appointed  section  foreman.  This 
position  he  has  held  up  to  the  present  time,  taking 
charge  of  work  at  various  places  along  the  line. 
In  1873,  he  married  Miss  Lavina  Price,  and  soon 
afterwards  he  purchased  property  near  East  Strouds- 
burg, where  they  resided  for  several  years.  In  1880 
he  removed  to  York  Station,  where  he  had  charge  of 
the  company’s  interests  for  three  years,  and  for  sev- 
enteen years  he  resided  at  Hoyt’s  Place,  in  Stroud 
township.  In  1897  he  bought  a lot  in  the  village  of 
Spragueville  and  in  the  same  year  he  built  his  pres- 
ent commodious  and  tasteful  residence,  which  is 
fitted  up  with  all  modern  improvements  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  finest  dwelling  houses  in  the 
vicinity.  Mr.  Bush  is  remarkably  successful  in  his 
management  of  the  workmen  under  his  charge,  his 
genial  manner  being  quite  compatible  with  efficient 
discipline.  He  is  a man  of  exemplary  habits  and 
like  all  of  his  family  he  is  public  spirited  and  pro- 
gressive. Politically  he  is  a Republican  of  old  Whig 
stock,  and  in  his  religious  views  he  inclines  toward 
the  German  Reformed  Church  of  which  his  parents 
were  members.  He  belongs  to  the  lodge  of  I.  O.  O. 
F.  at  East  Stroudsburg,  and  he  and  his  family  are 
prominent  in  social  life.  His  wife  is  a member  of 
one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  Monroe  county, 
and  her  parents,  Jacob  H.  and  Mary  A.  Price,  were 
leading  residents  of  the  town  of  Barrett.  The  fol- 
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lowing  children  brighten  our  subject’s  home:  J.  P., 
born  m September,  1874,  completed  a public-school 
course  and  is  now  engaged  in  railroad  work;  and 
Lulu  May  was  born  in  April,  1894. 

WALLACE  BENSLEY,  a thrifty  and  enter- 
prising citizen  of  Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  is 
the  owner  of  a farm  near  Delaware  P.  O.,  which  has 
been  brought  by  him  to  an  excellent  state  of  culti- 
vation and  upon  which  his  skill  as  a carpenter  has 
been  shown  in  the  erection  of  tasteful  and  substan- 
tial buildings. 

Mr.  Bensley  was  born  October  13,  1859,  in 
Lehman  township,  son  of  Oliver  Bentley,  a native  of 
the  same  township,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Utt,  who 
was  born  in  Smithfield  township,  Pike  county.  A 
history  of  the  family,  which  is  of  good  pioneer  stock, 
appears  elsewhere.  Our  subject  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one 
when  he  began  working  by  the  month  on  neighbor- 
ing farms.  In  1886  he  entered  upon  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  an  uncle,  Joseph 
Bensley,  and  has  since  followed  that  business  in 
connection  with  farming.  In  the  spring  of  1892  he 
settled  upon  his  present  farm  which  is  one  of  the 
best  of  its  size  in  that  locality.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  he  has  never  sought  official  honors 
although  he  is  always  ready  to  join  in  any  progres- 
sive movement  in  his  community. 

Mr.  Bensley  married  (first)  Miss  Anna  Titman, 
daughter  of  John  C.  Titman,  a well-known  resident 
of  Delaware  township,  Pike  county ; she  died  leav- 
ing one  daughter,  Cora,  who  is  now  at  home.  On 
August  15,  1889,  Mr.  Bensley  married  (second), 
at  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  Miss  Jennie  Jaggers,  by  whom 
he  has  had  four  children:  Mercer,  born  April  2, 
1891  ; Eva,  April  11,  1892;  Chancey,  July  25,  1894, 
and  Roy,  August  25,  1896.  Mrs.  Jennie  Bensley  was 
born  in  Delaware  township,  September  7,  1868,  and 
is  a member  of  one  of  Pike  county’s  pioneer  families, 
her  great-grandparents,  Cooper  and  Elizabeth  (Lat- 
timore)  Jaggers,  having  settled  upon  a farm  there 
at  an  early  day.  Jacob  Jaggers,  her  paternal  grand- 
father, was  born  October  29,  1809,  and  he  became  a 
farmer  in  Pike  county  where  his  death  occurred  in 
June,  1877.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Bensley),  who  was 
born  November  30,  1811,  daughter  of  Adam  Bens- 
ley, died  in  1875.  They  had  the  following  children : 
William  is  a resident  of  Michigan;  Daniel  resides 
at  Dingman’s  Ferry;  James  and  Catherine  are  now 
deceased;  Aaron  B.  is  Mrs.  Bensley’s  father;  Al- 
bert ; Joseph  met  a soldier’s  death  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg;  Mary  is  deceased;  Susan  (now  de- 
ceased), married  David  Crone;  Jacob;  and  Henry. 

Aaron  B.  Jaggers,  father  of  Mrs.  Bensley,  was 
born  August  16,  1838,  in  Pike  county,  and  after  fol- 
lowing agricultural  pursuits  successfully  for  many 
years,  is  now  living  in  retirement  at  Dingman’s  Fer- 
ry. On  February  6,  1864,  he  was  married  in  Pike 
county  to  Miss  Cornelia  Carhuff,  by  whom  he  had 
ten  children,  namely:  William  is  now  deceased; 
Jennie  (Mrs.  Bensley)  ; Mercer  married  Elizabeth 


Litz,  and  resides  at  Chatham,  N.  J. ; Jacob,  a farmer 
near  Chatham,  married  May  Van  Auken;  Stoll  is 
a farmer  near  Centerville,  N.  J. ; Bartol  is  a farmer 
in  Pike  county ; Samuel  is  a resident  of  Lehman 
township,  Pike  county;  Miss  Emily,  Frederick;  and 
Levi.  Mrs.  Cornelia  (Carhuff)  Jaggers  was  born 
January  4,  1848,  at  Dingman’s  Ferry,  daughter  of 
William  Carhuff,  a native  of  Warren,  who  died  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  in  1871,  aged  seventy  years. 
Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth 
Decker,  died  in  1864,  aged  fifty-eight.  This  wor- 
thy couple  had  eight  children : Samuel,  who  settled 
in  Michigan ; Margaret,  who  died  in  childhood ; 
Isaac,  a resident  of  Lackawanna;  Maria  (now  de- 
ceased), who  married  Royal  Decker;  Nathan  (de- 
ceased) ; Christiana,  who  married  Henry  Bartol,  of 
New  York;  Margaret,  wife  of  Samuel  Whaley,  of 
New  York;  and  Cornelia  (Mrs.  Bensley’s  mother). 

JOHN  DOERR  is  one  of  the  representative 
German-American  citizens,  who,  through  their  own 
individual  efforts,  have  achieved  success  in  their  life 
work,  and  to-day  he  is  the  owner  of  much  valuable 
property  in  and  around  Lackawaxen,  Pike  county, 
where  he  also  conducts  a hotel  and  summer  boarding 
house. 

Mr.  Doerr  was  born  May  4,  1823,  in  Trier, 
Germany,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  for  several 
generations.  His  great-grandfather,  John  Doerr, 
was  a native  of  Mainz,  Germany,  where  he  was  pro- 
prietor of  a hotel  for  many  years.  The  grandfa- 
ther also  spent  his  entire  life  at  Mainz,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  business  as  a butcher  and  cattle 
dealer.  Casper  Doerr,  the  father,  was  born  June 
24,  1791,  in  Mainz,  there  grew  to  manhood,  and  was 
a soldier  in  the  French  army  during  the  Napoleonic 
wars.  In  Trier,  Germany,  he  married  Miss  Anna, 
daughter  of  Max  and  Catherine  (Hain)-  Clearen. 
She  was  born  in  1797,  and  died  January  15,  1856, 
being  long  survived  by  her  husband,  who  passed 
away  July  16,  1891.  In  their  family  were  five  chil- 
dren, one  son  and  four  daughters,  namely:  Ger- 

trude, wife  of  Frederick  Flitsch,  of  Sydney,  Austra- 
lia ; Sadie  and  Pauline,  who  are  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  in  Mainz,  Germany;  Katie,  wife  of  John 
Lenovar,  an  extensive  farmer  of  Algiers,  Africa ; 
and  John. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  John  Doerr 
received  a fair  education  in  the  German  and  French 
languages,  and  assisted  his  father  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  thirty  years  when  he  began  for  himself 
in  the  butcher  business  at  Mainz.  He  was  married, 
in  Trier,  Germany,  May  15,  i860,  to  Miss  Anna 
Doerr  (of  another  family),  who  was  born  in  1843, 
and  died  in  America  April  7,  1873.  The  only  child 
of  this  union,  Louis,  was  born  March  26,  1861,  and 
is  a butcher  of  Newark,  N.  J. ; he  married  Annie 
Commings,  by  whom  he  has  four  children.  Mr. 
Doerr  was  again  married,  at  Jersey  City  Heights, 
December  2,  1897,  his  second  union  being  with 
Meta,  Wehrmann. 

Our  subject  sailed  for  the  New  World  with 
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his  little  family,  arriving  in  New  York  in  August, 
x866,  and  in  that  city  he  embarked  in  the  butcher 
and  restaurant  business,  continuing  in  one  locality 
for  twelve  years.  In  1888  he  came  to  Lackawaxen, 
Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  and  purchased  a hotel  and  sum- 
mer boarding-house,  also  400  acres  of  land  and  sev- 
eral tenement  houses.  Upon  his  land  are  valuable 
stone  quarries,  which  he  operates,  and  also  some 
splendid  timber,  but  he  pays  particular  attention  to 
his  hotel  business.  His  house,  which  has  become 
a great  favorite  with  summer  boarders,  can  easily 
accommodate  sixty  guests,  is  conveniently  arranged, 
and  is  first-class  in  all  its  appointments.  His  pleas- 
ant, courteous  manner  makes  him  a popular  land- 
lord, and  as  everything  is  done  for  the  convenience 
and  comfort  of  his  guests  he  receives  a liberal  pat- 
ronage. Politically  he  is  a stanch  Democrat,  and  re- 
ligiously is  a communicant  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

C.  A.  MAIN,  agent  for  Electric  Wheels,  Elec- 
tric Feed  Cookers,  South  Montrose,  Susquehanna 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

JOSEPH  BENSLEY,  a prominent  resident  of 
Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  has  been  identified 
with  the  agricultural  and  building  interests  of  that 
locality  for  many  years,  and  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character  have  won  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens 
in  a marked  degree. 

Mr.  Bensley  was  born  April  20,  1849,  the 
township  in  which  he  now  resides  and  is  a member 
of  a well-known  pioneer  family,  his  parents,  Jacob 
and  Sally  A.  (Clifford)  Bensley,  being  mentioned 
more  fully  elsewhere.  His  youth  was  spent  at  the 
old  homestead  but  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began 
working  among  neighboring  farms.  At  nineteen  he 
became  an  apprentice  to  the  carpenter’s  trade  and 
after  working  three  years  with  his  brother,  James  M. 
Bensley,  and  one  year  with  William  Garis,  he  en- 
gaged in  that  business  on  his  own  account.  He  has 
continued  successfully  and  in  connection  with  this 
work  he  has  carried  on  farming  at  his  pleasant 
homestead  near  Egypt  Mills.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican  and  he  has  frequently  been  chosen  to 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  having  served  as 
supervisor  two  terms,  school  director  twelve  years, 
tax  collector  seven  years,  and  for  some  time  he  held 
the  office  of  assessor. 

On  October  9,  1873,  Mr-  Bensley  was  married, 
in  Smithfield  township,  Monroe  county,  to  Miss  Be- 
linda Decker,  and  two>  children  brighten  their  home, 
Edgar  B.  and  Chester  G.  Mrs.  Belinda  Bensley 
was  born  January  15,  1844,  in  Lehman  township, 
Pike  county,  and  is  of  pioneer  stock,  her  great-grand- 
father, Daniel  Decker,  having  conducted  the  old 
Decker  ferry  which  crossed  the  Delaware  river  be- 
low Bushkill.  John  Decker,  Mrs.  Bensley’s  grand- 
father, was  born  in  1780,  and  followed  farming 
near  Wallpack,  N.  J.,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1827.  His  wife,  Maria  (Brokaw)  Decker,  was  born 
in  1787,  and  died  in  1823.  Peter  Decker,  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Bensley,  was  born  in  Wallpack,  September 


18,  1806,  and  in  1838  removed  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,, 
locating  on  a farm  in  Lehman  township,  where  he. 
also  conducted  a hotel  for  fourteen  years.  In  1867 
he  settled  upon  a farm  in  Middle  Smithfield  town- 
ship, Monroe  county,  dying  in  that  locality,  Decem- 
ber 26,  1887.  His  wife,  Margaret  (Smith),  was. 
born  July  8,  1810,  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Decker)  Smith,  of  Wallpack,  and  her  death 
occurred  September  15,  1890.  They  had  nine  chil- 
dren, namely : Mary,  wife  of  Shay  Dephew ; Miss. 
Salache,  who  resides  in  Smithfield  township ; Ange- 
line,  widow  of  Oliver  Place ; William  S.  (now  de- 
ceased) ; John  (now  deceased)  married  Margaret 
Pilfer;  Hannah  L. ; Belinda  (Mrs.  Bensley)  ; Mal- 
vene,  wife  of  John  Overfield,  a farmer  in  Middle. 
Smithfield  township ; and  Georg'e,  who  married 
Alary  Shoemaker  and  resides  in  East  Stroudsburg. 

NATHAN  SKINNER,  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Oakland  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  was  bom  there,  March 
16,  1826,  a son  of  Jacob  and  Rhoda  (AIcDowell) 
Skinner,  natives  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  the  form- 
er born  in  1778,  the  latter  in  1781. 

Jacob  Skinner  with  his  twin  brother,  Dr.  Israel 
Skinner,  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  in  1804,  and 
they  located  on  adjoining  farms  on  the  Susquehanna 
river,  near  Hickory  Grove,  in  what  is  now  Oakland 
township,  but  then  formed  a part  of  Harmony  town- 
ship. The  Doctor  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and  here  reared  a large  family,  all  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  In  the  midst  of  the  wilderness  Jacob 
Skinner  cleared  and  improved  a good  farm,  and  in 
the  log  cabin  he  erected  thereon,  he  spent  his  last 
years.  In  his  family  were  thirteen  children  who 
reached  years  of  maturity,  namely:  Amos,  born  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  March,  1801,  married  Julia 
A.  Brush,  of  Oakland,  and  for  some  years  lived  on 
a farm  in  Great  Bend  township,  but  finally  purchased 
a large  tract  of  land  on  the  Belmont  pike  near  Lanes- 
boro,  where  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  passed. 
By  his  first  wife  he  had  four  children,  all  now  de- 
ceased, and  by  the  second,  a Aliss  Mayo,  he  had 
one  daughter,  Etta,  now  deceased.  (2)  John,  born 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1802,  married  a 
Aliss  Salisbury,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  moved 
to  Lee  county,  111.,  where  both  died.  (3)  Rhoda  AT, 
born  in  Orange  county,  in  March,  1804,  married 
David  Hall,  and  after  living  for  some  years  in  Oak- 
land, went  to  Illinois  and  settled  near  Amboy,  where 
both  died,  leaving  one  daughter,  who  is  still  a resi- 
dent of  that  place.  (4)  Abraham,  born  on  the 
home  farm  in  Oakland  township,  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, in  1806,  married  Alary  Brush,  a representative 
of  one  of  Oakland  township's  old  families,  and  also 
moved  to  Illinois,  locating  on  the  Fox  river,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  left  two 

children — Charles  and  Sarah  J.  (5)  B , born  in 

Alay,  1808,  married  Deborah  Tarkey,  of  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  located  on  the  Susquehanna  river 
in  Oakland  township,  near  where  the  poor  farm  now 
stands.  There  he  followed  lumbering  and  milling; 
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for  some  years  and  then  removed  to  Illinois,  where 
he  died  leaving  a family.  (6)  Phoebe,  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1810,  married  Timothy  Cannon,  and  also 
went  to  Illinois,  where  both  died  leaving  a family. 
(7)  Betsy,  born  in  October,  1812,  married  William 
R.  Wells,  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  on  going- 
west  first  located  in  Illinois,  but  later  in  Seneca, 
Kan.,  where  before  their  deaths  they  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding.  One  of  their  sons  was  a promi- 
nent lawyer  of  Seneca,  and  he  was  elected  presiding 
judge,  and  later  supreme  judge  of  that  State.  (8) 
Jacob  I.,  born  in  1815,  was  a carpenter  by  trade  but 
also  followed  farming,  having  purchased  a farm  in 
Oakland  township,  where  he  died  leaving  a widow, 
who  was,  in  her  maidenhood,  Jane  Penny,  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  they  had  ten  children — Theo- 
dore ; Ophelia,  deceased  wife  of  Ham  Canfield,  of 
Susquehanna ; Ollie,  wife  of  George  Pooler,  of 
Lanesboro ; Jenton;  Elmira,  wife  of  Charles  Vin- 
cent, of  Oakland;  Ida,  a resident  of  Oakland;  Fre- 
mont, who  is  married  and  lives  in  Philadelphia ; Cora, 
wife  of  Martin  O’Donald,  of  Towanda,  Penn. ; Al- 
ice, widow  of  George  Drake,  of  Susquehanna  ; and 
Charles,  a resident  of  Oakland,  who  married  Cora 
Mayo,  and  has  one  daughter,  Hazel.  (9)  Alpheus, 
born  in  January,  1817,  married  Olive  Lewis,  of  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  became  a resident  of  Illinois, 
where  he  died  leaving  a family.  (10)  William,  born 
in  October,  1819,  is  a blacksmith  by  trade  and  a resi- 
dent of  Oakland  township.  He  married  Nancy  Sut- 
liff,  of  New  York  State,  and  has  two  children — - 
Lydia  Dell,  wife  of  Joseph  Whittington,  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. ; and  Marcellus,  of  Oakland.  (11)  Isaac,  born 
in  August,  1821,  married  Cordelia  Roberts,  and  is 
now  living  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Two  of  his  four  chil- 
dren are  living — Isaac  and  George,  of  New  York 
City.  (12)  Josiah,  born  in  June,  1824,  married  and 
moved  to  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  hotel- 
keeping until  his  death,  and  in  that  city  his  family 
still  live.  (13)  Nathan,  our  subject,  is  the  youngest 
of  the  family. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Nathan  Skinner 
assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  during  the 
summer  season  and  attended  school  through  the 
winter  months.  In  1847  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Harriet  Baker,  a daughter  of  William 
Baker,  a representative  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
They  located  on  a tract  of  wild  land  in  Oakland 
township,  which  Mr.  Skinner  converted  into  a good 
farm,  erecting  thereon  good  and  substantial  build- 
ings. Here  the  wife  died  in  December,  i860,  and 
the  two  daughters,  Helena  and  Plelen,  born  to  them, 
died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  Skinner  was  a well  educat- 
ed woman  and  prior  to  her  marriage  successfully 
engaged  in  teaching  in  the  district  schools  for  a 
number  of  years.  For  his  second  wife  our  subject 
married  Margaret  A.  Blessing,  a daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Blessing,  prominent  citizens,  of  Great 
Bend  township.  After  this  marriage  he  sold  his  first 
farm  and  moved  to  Great  Bend  township  , and 
later  lived  in  the  Borough  of  Oakland,  where 


he  served  as  street  commissioner  for  a number 
of  years,  and  also  looked  after  his  farming  in- 
terests. In  1896  he  located  upon  his  present 
farm  in  Oakland  township,  where  his  wife 
died  in  March,  1898,  leaving  one  daughter,  Blanche, 
a lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  who  is  a great  com- 
fort to  her  father  in  his  declining  years.  She  re- 
ceived a good  education  in  the  graded  schools  of 
Susquehanna  and  Oakland,  and  was  for  several 
years  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  Susquehanna 
county.  In  1886  she  married  Jasper  Hawes,  who 
was  born  in  Forest  Lake,  Susquehanna  county,  in 
1835.  He  attended  school  in  Montrose,  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  Kingston  Academy,  after  which  he 
studied  law  under  M.  J.  Larrabee,  of  Susquehanna, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Montrose.  He  then 
engaged  in  practice  in  Susquehanna  until  failing 
health  caused  his  retirement.  For  a time  he  served 
as  foreman  in  the  felting  factory  at  Newburg,  Or- 
ange Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  in  early  life  taught  for  some 
years  in  the  district  schools.  He  died  in  January, 
1899,  leaving  his  young  wife  with  three  children — 
Rex  Bentley  (who  is  now  attending  the  Oakland 
schools)  ; Margaret  Louise;  and  Helena  Blanche. 

Politically  Mr.  Skinner  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  serve  in  several  local  offices  of  honor  and 
trust,  such  as  supervisor,  road  master,  auditor  of 
Oakland  Borough,  and  school  director.  Religiously 
he  and  his  daughter  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  also  an 
active  and  prominent  member.  She  belonged  to  the 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  of  Oakland, 
and  for  a time  served  as  its  president.  Our  subject 
is  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  is  a worthy 
representative  of  an  honored  pioneer  family  of  the 
county.  As  tillers  of  the  soil  they  bore  their  part  in 
transforming  the  wild  timber  land  into  productive 
farms,  and  they  were  men  of  integrity  and  sterling 
worth  whose  kindly  acts  will  long  be  remembered 
and  their  names  revered. 

The  residence  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Skinner 
was  once  occupied  by  Joseph  Smith,  the  founder  of 
Mormanism,  and  it  was  here  that  he  wrote  the  book 
of  Mormanism.  He  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
but  an  early  day  purchased  the  present  home  of  our 
subject,  and  lived  here  until  his  removal  to  Nauvoo, 
111.,  where  he  was  finally  killed.  He  married  Emma 
Hall,  who  was  reared  in  Oakland  township,  a daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  Hall,  long  since  dead,  who  was  known 
as  the  great  hunter  of  this  country. 

FRANK  C.  BROWN,  an  enterprising  and 
“up-to-date”  business  man  of  Cherry  Ridge  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  is  successfully  engaged  in 
agriculture  and  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  at  this 
writing  for  some  time  past  has  held  the  office  of 
postmaster  at  Clemo,  in  which  he  has  served  with 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  Brown  comes  of  good  New  England  an- 
cestry ; his  great-grandfather,  Reuben  Brown,  a 
resident  of  Connecticut,  was  a private  in  the  Revo- 
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lutionary  army.  The  patriotic  spirit  of  this  old 
hero  survives  in  his  descendants,  for  our  subject  s 
father  and  two  uncles  served  in  the  Civil  war,  while 
two  aunts  married  soldiers.  Reuben  Brown  (2), 
the  grandfather  of  our  subjcet,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and  after  his  marriage  to  Susan  S.  Clark, 
removed,  about  1832,  to  Pennsylvania,  spending 
some  years  in  Susquehanna  and  Luzerne  counties, 
and  locating  permanently  in  1845  in  Cherry  Ridge 
township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing uiDon  a place  which  is  now  occupied  by  his  son 
Eben. 

Perry  Brown,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
January  1,  1831,  and  the  greater  portion  of  his  life 
was  spent  in  Wayne  county.  By  occupation  he 
was  a sawyer  and  for  twenty-five  years  lie  was  111 
the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  He  was 
a man  of  fine  physique,  weighing  about  190  pounds, 
and  was  noted  for  his  industry.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war.  His  death 
occurred  December  31,  1889,  when  he  was  in  his 
fifty-ninth  year,  and  his  wife  died  November  21, 
1894,  aged  sixty-two,  the  remains  of  both  being  in- 
terred in  the  cemetery  at  Cherry  Ridge.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  eldest  of  a family  of  four  children, 
the  others  being  Andrew  W.,  deceased ; Helen,  wife 
of  Thomas  Brock,  a contractor  and  builder  of  Elk- 
land,  Penn. ; and  Harriet,  wife  of  Vint  L.  Breese, 
of  Wyoming,  Penn.,  who  is  employed  as  weigh- 
master  for  a coal  company. 

Frank  C.  Brown  was  born  July  15,  1853,  in 
Wayne  county,  and  at  an  early  age  began  working 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  Industry  and  econ- 
omy enabled  him  to  secure  the  capital  for  independ- 
ent enterprise,  and  in  1890  he  purchased  his  present 
homestead,  an  attractive  farm  of  forty  acres.  He 
has  also  established  himself  in  mercantile  business 
at  demo*,  and  in  18 — he  was  appointed  postmaster 
of  that  place.  In  all  these  lines  of  effort  he  is  meet- 
ing with  marked  success,  and  while  he  possessed 
only  $150  in  1880  he  is  now  worth  about  $5,000. 
His  ability  and  sound  judgment  are  appreciated  by 
his  fellow  citizens  and  he  is  both  active  and  influen- 
tial in  local  affairs.  Politically  he  is  a Republican, 
but  he  is  not  a strict  partisan  and  sometimes 
“scratches  the  ticket”  in  order  to  support  the  best 
man.  Socially  he  and  his  wife  are  prominent,  and 
he  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor. 

In  1880  our  subject  was  married  in  Wayne 
county  to  Miss  Catherine  Bonear,  by  whom  he  has 
had  four  children : Sarah,  Lillia,  Charles  and 

Kittie.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  in  1856,  in  Cherry 
Ridge  township,  the  daughter  of  Francis  and  Cyn- 
thia (Kirby)  Bonear,  prominent  residents  of  that 
locality.  On  the  paternal  side  she  is  of  English 
descent ; her  father,  who'  was  born  in  Cornwall, 
England,  accompanied  his  parents,  Moses  and  Cath- 
erine (May)  Bonear,  to  America  in  1832.  Her 
ancestors  on  the  maternal  side  settled  in  this  coun- 
try during  the  Colonial  period,  and  her  great-graud- 
father,  James  Kirby,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army. 


* i 

HENRY  T.  ASHER  (deceased),  for  a num-  j 
ber  of  years  a leading  and  highly-esteemed  citizen  1 
of  Lackawaxen,  Pike  county,  was  born  May  19, 

1831,  in  Westphalia,  Germany,  and  before  coming  j 1 
to  this  country  served  in  the  Crimean  war.  It  was 
some  time  during  the  early  ’sixties  that  he  landed  m d 
New  York  City,  where  he  engaged  in  the  clothing 
business  for  a time,  but  finally  deciding  to  go  South 
he  located  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  opened  a 
small  clothing  store.  Disposing  of  his  stock  after 
a short  time,  however,  he  removed  to  New  Orleans, 

La.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  same  business  for  a 
period  of  four  or  five  years.  He  then  traveled  from 
city  to  city  until  becoming  tired  of  the  South,  and, 
as  the  climate  did  not  agree  with  his  health,  he  re- 
turned to  New  York,  where  he  resumed  his  former 
business. 

While  traveling  through  northeastern  Penn-  j . 
sylvania,  on  business,  Mr.  Asher  stopped  at  Lack- 
awaxen,  and  seeing,  that  the  village  would  be  a 
favorable  location  for  a hotel  he  bought  property 
there.  He  enlarged  the  hotel  which  he  had  pur- 
chased, and  for  many  years  successfully  conducted 
what  is  known  as  the  ‘‘Lackawaxen  House,”  a 
hostelry  favorably  known  and  largely  patronized. 

The  proprietor  also  became  widely  known  up  and 
down  the  Delaware  Valley,  and  along  the  line  of  the 
Erie  railroad,  and  made  a host  of  warm  friends, 
who  esteemed  him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth 
and  many  excellencies  of  character.  He  was  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  and  gave  liberally  of  his 
means  to  advance  the  interest  of  whatever  was 
likely  to  benefit  his  town.  He  was  also  kind-hearted 
and  hospitable,  and  was  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  knew  him.  For  twenty  years  he  filled  the 
position  of  school  director  in  Lackawaxen  town- 
ship, and  was  treasurer  of  the  school  board  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Socially  he  held  membership 
in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in 
Napthala  Lodge  No.  10,  Independent  Order  of 
Free  Sons  of  Israel,  New  York  City.  He  died 
January  21,  1897,  and  his  body  was  cremated  at 
Fresh  Pond,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  after  which  his 
ashes  were  buried  in  Cypress  Hills  cemetery  beside 
his  wife,  who  had  passed  away  November  20,  1896. 

Mr.  Asher  was  married  in  New  York  to  Miss 
Sarah  Richard,  a native  of  Baden,  Germany,  and 
they  removed  to  Lackawaxen  in  the  later  ’sixties. 

To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  thirteen  children, 
but  only  three  now  survive,  all  the  others  dying  in 
infancy  with  the  exception  of  Samuel,  who  was 
drowned  in  the  Delaware  river  in  1877,  while  play- 
ing with  some  boys  in  a boat.  The  eldest  now  liv- 
ing is  Rose,  wife  of  J.  C.  Pier,  a business  man  of 
New  York  City,  by  whom  she  has  two  daughters — 
Isabella,  born  March  19,  1893  ; and  Marion,  born 
April  23,  1898.  Bell  assists  her  brother  in  con- 
ducting the  hotel  at  Lackawaxen.  E.  FI.  completes 
the  family. 

E.  H.  Asher  was  born  in  Lackawaxen  town- 
ship, Pike  county,  October  23,  1872,  obtained  his 
early  education  in  the  village  schools,  and  later  at- 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


1799 


tended  the  Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston,  Penn., 
for  one  year.  He  then  assisted  his  father  in  the 
hotel,  which  he  has  successfully  managed  since  the 
latter’s  death.  Politically  he  follows  in  his  father's 
footsteps,  voting  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  is  now 
efficiently  serving  his  first  term  on  the  school  board. 
He  is  a wide-awake  young  business  man,  and  a 
brilliant  future  no  doubt  awaits  him. 

WILLIAM  O.  MEDLER.  At  Glenwood, 
Susquehanna  county,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has 
for  the  past  fourteen  years  combined  the  occupa- 
tions of  farmer  and  carpenter  and  lawyer.  He  is 
a man  of  active  temperament,  and  through  life  has 
been  largely  identified  with  milling  operations.  As 
a boy  of  seventeen  years  he  enlisted  in  the  army 
during  the  Civil  war  and  participated  in  many  of 
its  severest  and  most  critical  battles.  He  was  pres- 
ent at  the  supreme  moment  of  Lee’s  surrender  and 
witnessed  that  momentous  event. 

Mr.  Medler  is  a descendant  of  one  of  the  early 
Dutch  families.  His  grandfather,  Zachariah  Med- 
ler, was  a native  of  Dutchess  county,  there  married 
and  remained  until  late  in  life,  when  he  removed 
to  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  a farmer,  and 
his  eight  children  were  as  follows:  Rebecca,  John, 
Charles,  Peter,  Maria,  Peggy,  Samuel  and  Julia. 

John  Medler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Dutchess  county,  August  26,  1796.  In 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  he  married  Delia  Rexford, 
who  was  born  March  6,  1800,  daughter  of  John 
Rexford.  John  Medler  purchased  a farm  in  Sul- 
livan county  and  there  lived  until  his  death,  in  1874, 
surviving  his  wife  two  years.  He  was  a man  of 
great  force  of  character,  and  besides  farming  he 
followed  millwrighting,  wagon-making  and  lumber- 
ing, owning  a sawmill  in  Sullivan  county,  and  being 
largely  instrumental  in  the  clearing  of  the  farms  in 
the  vicinity  of  his  home.  In  politics  he  was  a Re- 
publican. His  children  were  as  follows : Eliza- 

beth, who  married  Henry  Davis,  of  Sullivan  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  is  now  deceased;  Louisa,  widow  of 

John  , of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; John,  deceased ; 

Mary  Ann,  who  married  George  Carley,  of 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  deceased; 
Charles,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. ; Cordelia,  wife  of  H.  J. 
Cox,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. ; James,  a resident 
of  Illinois;  Julia,  wife  of  J.  M.  Fibbs,  of  Ida  Grove, 
la.;  William  O.,  our  subject;  and  George,  a resi- 
dent of  East  Branch,  Delaware  Co.,  New  York. 

William  O.  Medler  was  born  March  16,  1845, 
in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  in  his  youth,  and  August  14,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  143rd  N.  Y.  V.  I.,  serving  until 
honorably  discharged  in  April,  1863.  He  re-enlisted 
February  2,  1864,  in  Company  M,  15th  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, with  which  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Mr.  Medler  saw  a great  deal  of  active  service. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  Bethesda  Church,  North  Anna  River, 
South  Anna  River,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Wel- 


don Railroad,  Pebbles  Farms,  Elm  Station,  Five 
Forks,  White  Oaks  and  Plank  Road.  Before  Peters- 
burgh  a bullet  passed  through  his  coat  sleeve.  He 
was  present  at  Appomattox  and  witnessed  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Lee. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Medler  attended  two  terms 
of  school  at  Monticello  Academy.  He  then  began 
lumbering  in  the  sawmills,  continuing  until  1872. 
He  was  married,  in  Sullivan  county,  to  Miss  Ger- 
trude Chandler,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Ann  (Ste- 
phens) Chandler,  and  to  our  subject  and  wife  have 
been  born  five  children,  namely:  Frederick  O.,  a 

miller  of  Glenburn,  Penn. ; James  M.,  a barber  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Mabel  A.,  Maud  A.,  and  Julia, 
at  home. 

In  1872  Mr.  Medler  removed  to  Lake  Como, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  operated  a mill,  and  later 
he  operated  one  in  Delaware  county.  In  1881  he 
came  to  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  and 
for  five  years  served  in  the  Glenwood  mill.  Then 
in  1886  he  purchased  53  acres  of  land,  partly  im- 
proved, and  for  fourteen  years  he  has  farmed  in 
connection  with  carpenter  work  and  milling  in  the 
Glenwood  mill.  In  politics  Mr.  Medler  is  a stanch 
Republican.  He  served  as  township  clerk  two  terms 
and  declined  a re-election.  He  is  a member  of  Capt. 
Lyons  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Glenwood,  and  at  one  time 
was  active  in  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Mr.  Medler  is  a 
public-spirited  and  representative  citizen  and  holds 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

JACOB  I.  SMITH  is  one  of  Monroe  county’s 
energetic  and  enterprising  citizens  whose  early  home 
was  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  his  birth  occur- 
ring December  8,1857,  in  one  of  the  Rhine  provinces, 
Germany.  When  a lad  of  fifteen  years  he  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  Jacob  D.  and  Margaret 
(Isler)  Smith,  who  located  in  Monroe  county,  Penn. 
The  father  is  now  a prosperous  farmer  and  highly 
respected  citizen  of  Tobyhanna  township,  and  has 
cleared  a large  tract  of  land  in  that  section.  Besides 
our  subject  there  were  four  other  children  in  the 
family,  as  follows:  Balsor,  now  a resident  of  Lopez, 
Sullivan  Co.,  Penn.;  John,  deceased;  Emma,  wife 
of  Henry  Miller ; and  Theresa,  wife  of  Charles 
Noll. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  Jacob  I.  Smith 
began  to  assist  his  father  in  the  lumber  woods,  re- 
maining with  him  until  he  attained  his  majority, 
and  then  engaged  in  lumbering  on  his  own  account. 
In  1878  he  bought  sixty  acres  of  improved  land  in 
Tobyhanna  township,  and  now  has  thirty  acres 
cleared  and  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  His 
summers  are  now  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
while  through  the  winter  season  he  is  still  employed 
in  the  lumber  woods  of  Monroe  county,  where  he 
has  done  a great  deal  of  work.  In  connection  with 
his  farming  operations  he  is  also  engaged  in  stock 
raising  on  quite  a large  scale,  and  in  all  his  under- 
takings has  met  with  fair  success.  As  a Democrat 
he  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs, 
but  has  never  aspired  to  office. 
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On  February  19,  1881,  in  Tobyhanna  town- 
ship, Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Argott,  who  was  born  in  that  township, 
February  1,  1858.  Her  parents,  Adam  and  Eliza- 
beth (Smith)  Argott,  were  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many, but  were  married  in  Monroe  county.  Of 
the  seven  children  born  to  them,  five  are  still  living, 
namely:  Michael,  a resident  of  Tobyhanna  town- 

ship; Mary  Ann, wife  of  subject;  Louisa  ; Lizzie, wife 
of  Marlor  Dreher ; and  Jacob,  a resident  of  Sulli- 
van county,  Penn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  an 
interesting  family  of  six  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : Louisa,  born  No- 

vember 22,  1881;  Michael,  January  8,  1883;  Mah- 
lon,  August  14,  1891  ; Adam,  March  21,  1893;  Mar- 
garet, October  15,  1895;  and  one  whose  name  is 
not  given,  August  14,  1898. 

AARON  SINGER,  the  well-known  postmaster 
and  merchant  at  Reeders,  Monroe  county,  is  a man 
of  sound  judgment  and  good  executive  ability, 
carrying  forward  to  successful  completion  whatever 
he  undertakes.  This  characteristic,  combined  with 
his  undoubted  integrity,  has  brought  him  prosperity, 
and  has  given  him  an  honorable  position  among  his 
fellow  men. 

Mr.  Singer  is  a representative  of  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  families  of  Jackson  township.  The 
first  of  the  Singers  to  come  to  Monroe  county  was 
his  grandfather,  Christian  Singer,  who  was  born  in 
Germantown,  Penn.,  in  1777,  on  the  day  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Germantown,  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
At  an  early  day  he  came  to  Monroe  county,  being 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Reeders, 
Jackson  township,  where  he  followed  coopering  and 
farming  until  called  from  this  life,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years.  In  Hamilton  township,  Monroe 
county,  he  married  a Miss  Woodling,  a native  of 
that  township,  who  died  in  183 — . The  children 
born  to  them  were  Andrew;  Peter;  Jacob,  father 
of  our  subject;  Hannah,  wife  of  John  Dailey,  of 
Pocono  township,  Monroe  county ; and  Samuel. 
All  are  now  deceased.  For  his  second  wife  Chris- 
tian Singer  married  Rachel  Van  Horn,  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  named  children : Christian ; 

Benjamin;  Eunice;  Eliza  Ann,  wife  of  Reuben  Pos- 
singer,  of  Jackson  township;  Mary,  wife  of  Jacob 
Frounfelter,  of  Tobyhanna  Mills;  and  Amos,  the 
only  one  now  living,  who  makes  his  home  in  Scran- 
ton, Pennsylvania. 

Jacob  Singer  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Au- 
gust 5,  1805,  and  was  reared  in  Jackson  township, 
where  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Van  Horn,  a daughter  of  John  Van  Horn. 
She  was  born  in  that  township,  May  26,  1811,,  but 
her  parents  were  natives  of  Berks  county,  Penn. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Singer  continued  to  make 
his  home  in  Jackson  township,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  as  a farmer  and  cooper,  and  also  followed 
lumbering  for  some  years.  In  his  family  were  nine 
children,  namely : josiah,  who  married,  and  died 

at  Tobyhanna  Mills;  William,  a resident  of  Salem 


township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.;  Susanna,  wife  of 
Elias  Kresge,  of  Newfield,  N.  Y. ; Mary,  widow  of 
Francis  Stein,  and  a resident  of  Tobyhanna  Mills; 
Almyra,  wife  of  Sylvester  Kresge,  of  Chestnut  Hdl 
township,  Monroe  county;  Jacob,  a resident  of 
Gouldsboro,  Wayne  county;  Aaron,  our  subject; 
Louis,  a resident  of  Jackson  township;  and  James, 
of  Chestnut  Hill  township. 

Aaron  Singer,  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
view, was  born  in  Jackson  township,  November  6, 
1849,  and  was  reared  in  much  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  fields  and 
attending  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  work  in  the  lumber 
woods  at  Tobyhanna  Mills,  where  he  was  employed 
for  eighteen  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  coming 
to  Jackson  township  and  embarking  in  farming  on 
his  own  account,  on  a tract  of  seventy  acres,  a part 
of  which  is  timber  land;  the  remainder  is  under  cul- 
tivation. In  1890  he  became  interested  in  general 
merchandising  at  Reeders,  and  now  gives  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  to  that  business,  in  which 
he  has  met  with  gratifying  success,  receiving  a lib- 
eral share  of  the  public  patronage. 

On  July  25, 1867,  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Mr. 
Singer  married  Miss  Lydia  Kresge,  a daughter  of 
Michael  and  Sarah  Ann  (Shick  ) Kresge,  and  to 
them  were  born  five  children:  Francis,  who  mar- 

ried Clara  Sleicker,  and  lives  in  Pocono  township, 
Monroe  county;  Jennie  Izelia,  who  married  Thomas 
Kresge,  and  died  in  1890,  leaving  two  children, 
Mamie  and  Archie;  Marilla,  who  died  young;  Til- 
ton, at  home;  and  Nettie,  wife  of  Arthur  Arnold, 
of  Stroud  township,  Monroe  county.  The  wife  and 
mother,  who  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  departed  this  life  May  26, 
!897- 

Mr.  Singer  is  also  a member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  socially  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  for  a number  of 
years.  Like  his  father,  he  is  a stanch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  its  principles,  and  has 
most  capably  served  his  fellow  citizens  two  years 
as  constable  and  as  township  auditor  for  the  same 
length  of  time.  In  1890  he  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Reeders,  and  is  still  filling  that  office,  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

JOHN  WILBLTR.  The  continuous  residence 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  in  Lathrop  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  dates  from  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war.  He  served  for  over  three  years  in  the 
great  conflict  and  participated  in  some  of  its  fiercest 
and  most  destructive  engagements,  and  when  mus- 
tered out  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  married  and 
began  a career  as  an  agriculturist  which  has  con- 
tinued for  about  thirty-four  years,  and  which  has 
been  crowned  not  only  with  material  success  but 
with  an  established  character  for  sound  judgment 
and  public  spirit,  which  ranks  as  one  of  the  most 
valuable  assets  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Wilbur  was  born  January  17,  1844,  in 
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Nicholson  township,  Wyoming  county,  the  son  of 
Ira  and  Mary  (Woodruff)  Wilbur,  and  the  grand- 
son of  Samuel  and  Holly  (Halstead)  Wilbur. 
Samuel  Wilbur,  the  grandfather,  was  a pioneer 
settler  and  extensive  lumberman  of  Nicholson.  He 
owned  property  where  the  village  of  Nicholson  now 
stands.  While  at  work  in  the  woods  he  was  acci- 
dentally killed  by  a falling  tree.  To  Samuel  and 
Holly  Wilbur  were  born  nine  children: 

Ira  Wilbur,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1817,  in  Wyoming  county.  He  was  married  in 
Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Mary 
Woodruff,  who  was  born  in  1823,  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, daughter  of  Isaac  and  Polly  (Raught)  Wood- 
ruff. After  his  marriage  he  bought  land  in  Lenox 
township,  and  there  engaged  in  farming  for  many 
years.  In  early  life  he  was  a Democrat,  but  later 
a Republican.  He  died  January  17,  1898,  aged 
eighty-one  years ; his  wife  died  in  1863,  aged  forty 

years.  Their  children  were  as  follows : A , 

a farmer  and  quarry  owner,  of  Wyoming  county, 
and  a soldier  of  the  Civil  war;  John,  our  subject; 
Charlotte,  wife  of  W.  D.  Saxon,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; 
Ira,  a farmer,  of  Wilmot  township,  Bradford  coun- 
ty; Justin,  a railroad  employe,  of  Nicholson;  Mary, 
who  married  Edgar  Fisk,  of  Wyoming  county,  and 
is  now  deceased ; Daniel,  a farmer  in  Lathrop  town- 
ship ; and  Harrison  Allen,  a farmer,  of  Lathrop 
township. 

John  Wilbur,  our  subject,  was  reared  in  Wyom- 
ing and  Susquehanna  counties.  He  received  a good 
common-school  education  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  began  life  for  himself.  Two  years  later, 
August  22,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  143rd 
P.  V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Isaac  Little,  and  served 
throughout  the  war,  being  mustered  out  at  Hart’s 
Island,  N.  Y.,  June  20,  1865.  Mr.  Wilbur  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Gettysburg,  the  Wilderness 
from  Culpeper  to  Petersburg,  the  Weldon  Railroad 
and  Hatcher’s  Run.  The  regiment  started  through 
the  Wilderness  with  over  1,000  men  and  at  the  close 
of  that  march  had  but  180  men  and  one  commis- 
sioned officer,  Lieut.  O.  E.  Vaughn. 

After  he  was  mustered  out  Mr.  Wilbur  re- 
turned to  Susquehanna  county  and  there,  in  Lathrop 
township,  he  was  married,  in  September,  1865,  to 
Arminda  Glaze,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Ann 
(Ferris)  Glaze,  and  granddaughter  of  Charles  and 
Molly  (States)  Glaze.  The  grandfather  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  died  in  Abington,  Penn. 
Z.  Ferris,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Wilbur, 
was  a native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  He  died 
March  19,  1883.  His  wife,  Tama,  was  born  in 
Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  county,  and  died 
February  10,  1889.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Sally  Calb  Laurev.  John  Laurey  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  northeastern  Pennsylvania, 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  one  hundred  years  and  twen- 
ty-three days.  His  wife  Sally  died  May  20,  i860, 
aged  seventy  years.  The  family  of  Z.  and  Tama 
Ferris  was  as  follows:  Mary  Ann  (the  mother  of 

Mrs.  Wilbur),  born  June  23,  1827;  Rebecca,  who 


died  young;  Jane  T.,  who  married  M.  K.  Miller,  of 
Lackawanna  county,  and  is  now  deceased ; Sarah  E., 
wife  of  James  Kennedy,  of  Scranton;  Myra,  who 
died  when  young;  Zylpena,  who  died  when  young; 
George  W.,  who  died  also  when  young;  and  Lewis, 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  children  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  Ann  Glaze  were  as  follows : Arminda,  wife  of 
our  subject,  born  April  18,  1848;  Emma,  born  Oc- 
tober 25,  1850,  died  November  23,  1851  ; and  Selma, 
born  August  16,  1865,  died  January  19,  1871. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  bornr-ehil- 
dren  as  follows:  Nettie  M.,  born  June  10,  1869, 

wife  of  Philip  Bacon,  of  Scranton,  Penn. ; Tama, 
born  January  4,  1873,  died  November  23,  1880; 
Samuel  Glaze,  born  July  16,  1880,  at  home.  Mr. 
Wilbur  began  housekeeping  on  a tract  of  63  acres 
which  he  purchased  in  Lathrop  township,  ’this  he 
afterward  sold  and  bought  a farm  of  53  acres.  He 
now  owns  a well-cultivated  place  of  over  no  acres, 
most  of  which  is  cleared ; upon  this  farm  he  has 
made  extensive  improvements.  He  is  engaged  in 
general  and  dairy  farming,  and  by  his  industry, 
good  judgment  and  enterprise  he  ranks  as  one  of 
the  best  farmers  of  the  township.  Mr.  Wilbur  is 
a stockholder  in  the  creamery  at  Lathrop.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Grange  and  of  Billings  Post,  G. 
A.  R.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

THOMAS  J.  DANIELS,  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war  and  one  of  the  most  highly-esteemed 
residents  of  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
is  a worthy  representative  of  a family  whose  patriot- 
ism has  been  proved  in  many  a hard-fought  battle. 
Isaac  Daniels,  his  grandfather,  who  died  in  New 
York  State,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  nine 
years,  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and 
Isaac  Daniels  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject,  served 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  had  six  sons  with  the  Union 
army  during  the  Rebellion. 

Isaac  Daniels  (2)  was  born  and  reared  in 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Susquehanna 
county  in  1837,  locating  first  in  Harford  township 
and  then  in  Lenox  township.  For  some  time  he 
followed  the  shoemaker’s  trade  but  in  later  years 
engaged  in  farming.  He  married  (first)  Miss 
Patience  Vance,  and  (second)  Elvira  Vance,  a 
native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  July, 
1852.  His  death  occurred  in  November,  1865,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four,  and  his  remains  were  interred 
in  the  family  plot  in  the  cemetery  at  South  Gibson. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  a Baptist.  By  his  first 
marriage  he  had  fo'ur  children  : Harvey,  born  April 

25,  1824,  who  resides  with  our  subject;  Harriet, 
who  married  Edward  R.  Tingley,  of  Los  Angeles, 
Cal. ; Joseph,  a retired  farmer  residing  in  Los  An- 
geles ; and  Calvin,  who  died  in  Clinton  county, 
Iowa.  By  his  second  marriage  there  were  ten  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Thomas  j.,  our  subject;  Mary, 

who  married  Ephraim  Pickering,  a farmer  in  Wis- 
consin, now  retired;  Ezeriah,  a farmer,  in  Jackson 
township,  Susquehanna  county ; Lyon,  who'  mar- 
ried Robert  Young,  a farmer  in  Iowa;  Phoebe  (de- 
ceased), who  married  Luke  Reed,  of  Lenox  town- 
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ship,  Susquehanna  county;  Harrison  (deceased), 
his  death  occurring  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  while  he 
was  employed  as  clerk  in  the  W ar  Department ; 
James,  who  was  drowned  in  the  Mississippi  river; 
Isaac,  a farmer  in  Iowa ; George,  who  died  in  Har- 
ford township,  Susquehanna  county ; and  Charles, 
who  died  in  Plymouth,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject,  who  was  born  November  6,  1829, 
in  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and 
later  he  assisted  them  with  his  earnings  as  a farm 
laborer  in  different  places.  For  some  time  he  was 
employed  by  farmers  in  Gibson  township,  and  after 
his  marriage,  in  1863,  he  rented  a farm  for  two  and 
one-half  years  in  that  locality.  On  March  4,  1864, 
he  enlisted  at  Harford  for  “three  years  or  the  war” 
as  a private  in  Battery  A,  43rd  Penn.  Vols.,  known 
later  as  the  First  Regiment  Penn.  Vol.  Artillery. 
The  battery,  which  was  commanded  by  Capt.  John 
G.  Simpson  and  Col.  Robert  M.  West,  was  assigned 
to  McCall’s  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
participated  in  the  following  battles : Drainsville, 

Mechanicsville,  James  Mills,  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg, 
Fort  Darling,  Deep  Bottom,  Petersburg,  and  was 
present  at  the  fall  of  Richmond,  where  our  subject’s 
company  assisted  in  demolishing  the  defenses.  Mr. 
Daniels  was  discharged  July  25,  1865,  and  on  his 
return  home  purchased  a farm  in  Lenox  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  which  he  sold  two  years  later, 
and  the  next  two  years  he  spent  in  operating  a rented 
farm.  He  then  removed  to  Wilkes  Barre,  where 
he  engaged  in  teaming,  but  after  thirteen  years  he 
resumed  the  business  of  farming,  settling  in  Gibson 
township,  and  in  1890  he  bought  his  present  home- 
stead, an  attractive  place  containing  sixty  acres. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  Post  No.  512,  G.  A.  R. 

On  August  11,  1863,  Mr.  Daniels  was  married, 
in  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
Joanna  Burns,  and  five  children  have  blessed  the 
union:  (1)  George  died  in  infancy.  (2)  Har- 

riet married  Irvin  Witter,  a farmer,  in  Jackson 
township;  (3)  Henrietta  married  the  late  Henry 
Gelatt,  who  operated  a gristmill  at  Gelatt,  and 
she  now  resides  with  our  subject.  She  has 
one  son,  Arlancl  M. ; (4)  Harrison,  who  con- 
ducts a gristmill  at  Gelatt,  married  Mary  Ketch, 
and  has  two  children — Margaret  and  Ruel.  (5) 
James  L.  is  at  home.  Mrs.  Daniels,  whose  efficient 
aid  has  contributed  largely  to  our  subject’s  success, 
was  born  February  24,  1842,  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
the  daughter  of  Stephen  Burns,  a native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  settled  in  Susquehanna  county  in 
1849.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  after 
residing  in  Bridgewater  township  for  some  time 
he  made  his  permanent  home  in  Gibson  township, 
where  he  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 
He  was  married,  in  New  York  State,  to  Miss  Hen- 
rietta Hoadley,  a daughter  of  Asa  and  Thankful 
Hoadley,  natives  and  lifelong  residents  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  She  died  in  1887,  aged  sixty  years,  and 


was  buried  beside  her  husband  in  Gibson  cemetery. 
They  had  six  children,  namely:  Charles,  who 

entered  the  army  during  the  Civil  war  and  was  not 
heard  from  afterward;  Joanna,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Ellen,  who  married  Charles  Lloyd,  a railroad  engin- 
eer at  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; George,  a farmer  in 
Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county;  Emma, 
wife  of  George  Bennett,  a retired  farmer  residing 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Mary,  who  married  Elias 
Tuttle,  a farmer  in  Herrick  township,  Susquehanna 
county. 

JOHN  T.  STOTZ,  merchant,  P.  O.  Brodheads- 
ville,  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Monroe  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

JAMES  F.  LOVELACE.  An  honorable 
record  as  a soldier,  won  by  active  service  from  the 
first  battle  of  Bull  Run  to  Lee’s  surrender,  gives 
this  worthy  resident  of  Lanesboro,  Susquehanna 
county,  a special  claim  to  the  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  and  his  career  as  a business  man  and  pub- 
lic official  has  increased  his  reputation.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  prominent  in  commercial  circles 
as  a contractor  and  builder,  and  numerous  mills, 
factories  and  tanneries  in  different  parts  of  the  State 
have  been  constructed  by  him.  He  may  be  said  to 
make  a specialty  of  bridge  building,  and  among  the 
large  railroad  bridges  built  under  his  oversight  we 
may  mention  that  of  Queens  Run  Dam,  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna, and  the  Plnladelphia  & Erie  bridge,  across 
the  Little  Mahoning,  at  Keating,  Clinton  Co.,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.  Lovelace  was  born  October  30,  1836,  in 
Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  and  is  of  English  descent: 
in  the  paternal  line.  William  and  Betsey  (Burns) 
Lovelace,  his  grandparents,  were  born  in  England, 
and  coming  to  America  settled  on  a farm  on  the 
Hudson  river,  near  Poughkeepsie.  They  had  six 
children:  David  A.,  our  subject’s  father;  Eli,  a 

resident  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. ; Cornelius,  who 
settled  in  the  West;  Robert,  who  died  at  the  old 
homestead;  Sally  (deceased),  who  never  married; 
and  Maria,  wife  of  John  Vallons,  who  settled  near 
Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  and  had  one  son,  John,  formerly 
sheriff  of  Sullivan  county,  New  York. 

David  A.  Lovelace  was  born  at  Poughkeepsie, 
and  grew  to  manhood  in  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y. 
For  many  years  he  followed  lumbering  on  the  Dela- 
ware river,  and  much  of  his  time  in  later  life  was 
spent  at  the  home  of  our  subject.  He  was  a Jack- 
sonian Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religious  faith 
was  a Baptist,  while  his  wife,  Barbara  (Sumerfield), 
who  was  born  at  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y.,  was  a devout 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Our  subject  was  the 
youngest  in  a family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom 
were  born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Sullivan  county, 
N.  Y. : ( 1 ) Parmelia,  widow  of  Dewitt  Moore, 

resides  at  Monticello,  N.  Y.  She  has  several  chil- 
dren. (2)  Robert  married  Miss  Sarah  Fields,  of 
Montana,  N.  Y.,  and  after  residing  for  some  time 
at  Duck  Harbor,  Wayne  county,  moved  to  Stevens 
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Point,  Wis.  Later  he  came  back  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  died,  but  his  children  all  reside  in  Wis- 
consin. (3)  Eli  married  Miss  Mary  Axtell,  of 
Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  moved  to  Stevens 
Point,  Wis.  He  served  three  years  during  the 
Civil  war  in  a Wisconsin  regiment.  (4)  William 
S.  married  Miss  Jane  Axtell,  of  Sullivan  county, 
and  settled  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  later  moving 
to  Wisconsin,  where  he  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  and  he  is  now  stationed  in  Missouri. 
His  large  family  of  children  have  settled  in  different 
parts  of  the  West.  (5)  Lois  E.  married  Ira  Bailey, 
of  Hancock,  N.  Y.,  who  died  leaving  several  chil- 
dren. (6)  Charles  D.  married  Lucetta  Branning, 
of  Wayne  county,  and  settled  there.  He  followed 
lumbering  for  many  years,  his  death  occurring  in 
1892.  His  wife  survives  him  with  several  children, 
who  are  located  in  different  parts  of  Pennsylvania. 
(7)  Luther  A.,  a farmer  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y., 
was  a soldier  in  the  Union  army,  and  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  He  married  Betsey 
P.  Hulce,  of  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.,  and  has  a 
large  family.  (8)  Hulda  A.  (deceased)  married 
George  Ivesler,  of  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  who  died 
in  Libby  prison  during  the  Civil  war. 

Our  subject  received  only  ten  months  of  school- 
ing in  boyhood,  in  an  old  log  school-house  in  Sulli- 
van county,  so  that  his  education  has  been  gained 
principally  through  observation  and  private  study. 
When  a young-  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  mill- 
wright and  bridge  builder,  which  he  has  since  fol- 
lowed successfully.  In  1856  he  married  Miss  Par- 
thenia  Dibble,  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  daughter 
of  John  and  Nancy  Dibble,  and  a member  of  one  of 
the  old  pioneer  families  of  that  locality.  After  his 
marriage  he  settled  at  Deposit,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  in  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  27th  N.  Y. 
V.  I.,  under  Capt.  Lewis,  of  Binghamton,  being 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  took 
part  in  the  first  and  second  battles  of  Bull  Run,  and 
went  through  the  Peninsular  campaign,  and  among 
his  other  engagements  were  the  seven  days’  fight 
at  Malvern  Hill,  the  battle  of  Charles  City  Cross 
Roads,  South  Mountain,  and  Antietam,  while  later 
he  was  “stuck  in  the  mud”  with  the  troops  under 
Burnside.  At  Chancellorsville  the  losses  of  his 
regiment  were  heavy,  and  his  term  expiring  about 
that  time,  he  came  back  home.  He  re-enlisted  in 
the  First  New  York  Veteran  Cavalry,  and  was  on 
duty  in  the  mountains  of  West  Virginia,  guarding 
the  Baltimore  railroad  and  other  points  until  the 
war  closed,  his  discharge  being  granted  in  July, 
1865.  He  was  wounded  by  a shell,  the  result  being 
a permanently  mutilated  limb,  and  also  contracted 
the  measles  during  his  service.  After  the  war  he 
returned  to  Deposit,  and  resumed  contracting  and 
building.  He  purchased  real  estate  at  Cannons- 
ville,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  seven- 
teen years,  during  which  time  (in  1878)  he  was  the 
nominee  of  the  Republican  party  for  sheriff  of 
Delaware  county,  and  was  elected  for  the  term  of 
three  years ; he  also  served  three  years  as  deputy 


sheriff,  and  his  able  discharge  of  the  duties  of  both 
positions  was  appreciated  by  the  people.  In  1884 
he  sold  his  property  in  Delaware  county  and  bought 
a home  in  Lanesboro,  where  he  has  also  been  active 
in  local  politics,  as  a member  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  was  the  first  chief  of  police  in  the  borough 
and  has  held  numerous  other  offices,  including 
those  of  overseer  of  the  poor  and  township  assessor 
(three  terms),  and  at  present  he  is  a member  of  the 
Republican  County  Committee.  He  is  a member 
of  Lodge  No.  396,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Deposit;  Lanes- 
boro Post  No.  81,  G.  A.  R. ; Shawnduck  Tribe  No. 
263,  I.  O.  R.  M.,  at  Lanesboro;  and  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Good  Templars,  Grand  Order  of 
New  York. 

Mrs.  Lovelace,  who  died  in  September,  1897, 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
They  had  eight  children,  of  whom : ( 1 ) A.  B., 

born  in  August,  1857,  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y., 
was  educated  in  the  ochoo.s  of  Deposit,  and  became 
a prominent  educator  in  that  section.  He  was  also 
active  in  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  married  Miss 
Elma  Luther,  of  Tyler  Hill,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and 
settled  at  Lanesboro ; he  was  killed  at  Fairlawn, 
N.  J.,  on  the  railroad,  his  wife  surviving  him  with 
one  daughter,  Blanche,  who  resides  at  our  subject’s 
home,  and  is  a student  at  the  local  schools.  (2) 
Stella,  born  in  Delaware  county,  in  i860,  is  the  wife 
of  Ellsworth  Lovelace,  a lumberman  at  Clermont, 
McKean  Co.,  Penn.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Kitty.  (3)  Harris,  born  March  4,  1865,  died  in 
1868.  (4)  Miles,  born  in  Delaware  county,  in  Au- 

gust, 1867,  married  Miss  Louisa  Millburt,  of  Nar- 
rowsburg,  and  now  resides  in  Lanesboro,  being 
employed  by  his  father  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  (5) 
Augusta,  born  in  Delaware  county  in  1870,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Fred  Van  Orden,  of  Lanesboro,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Alta  E.  (6)  Sidney,  born  in  Dela- 
ware county,  in  September,  1872,  resides  at  the 
homestead,  and  works  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  with 
his  father.  He  married  Miss  Ada  Malpass,  of  Sus- 
quehanna, daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lucy  Malpass, 
who  came  from  England,  her  father  being  now  a 
prominent  resident  of  Susquehanna.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union — Lulu  E.,  Leon  A. 
and  Luretta  A.  (7)  Kitty  M.,  born  in  May,  1875, 
died  in  May,  1876.  (8)  A.  I.,  born  in  May,  1877, 

died  in  December,  same  year. 

JACOB  Iv.  SHIFFLER,  a prominent  farmer 
residing  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  March  21,  1832. 

Mr.  Shiftier  is  a son  of  George  and  Rebecca 
(Vaughn)  Shiffler,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
that  city.  The  father,  who  was  a tobacconist,  died 
in  1843,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  the 
mother  departed  this  life  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
three,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  the 
Helverston  burying  ground  of  Philadelphia.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : George, 
who  was  shot  and  killed  while  living  In  Phila- 
delphia in  1844;  William  married  Mary  Jacobs,  and 
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died  in  Philadelphia ; Edward  also  died  in  that  city ; 
Jacob  K.  is  the  subject  of  this  review;  Elizabeth, 
widow  of  Charles  Foster,  is  a resident  of  Phila- 
delphia; Emily,  widow  of  Charles  Bartley,  is  also 
a resident  of  the  Quaker  City ; John  served  three 
years  in  the  Union  army  and  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-three  years  and  was  buried  in  Philadelphia ; 
Louis,  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen ; and  Henry  died  of  croup  at  the  age 
of  three  years.  By  a former  marriage  to  a Mr. 
Allizer,  the  mother  had  two  children:  John  and 

Mary,  both  deceased.  She  was  a sister  to  the 
Vaughan  Brothers,  the  first  ship  builders  of  the 
Quaker  City;  their  ship  yard  was  near  the  elm  tree- 
under  which  Penn  made  "the  treaty  with  the  Indians. 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and 
Mary  Shiftier,  natives  of  Germany  and  Philadelphia, 
respectively.  The  grandmother,  Mary  Shiftier,  was 
a little  girl  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
one  time  complained  to  the  officers  that  the  soldiers 
were  stealing  from  her  garden.  She  often  visited 
the  soldiers  in  their  camp. 

On  leaving  home,  at  the  age  of  eleven  years, 
Mr.  Shiftier  came  to  Greene  township,  Pike  county, 
and  worked  for  his  cousin,  Joseph  Kipp,  in  the  beech 
woods  on  his  present  homestead.  A few  months 
later  he  went  to  Drinkers,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn., 
where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Mrs.  Susan  (Kipp) 
Emerson  for  two  years  and  a half.  Returning  to 
Philadelphia  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  worked  in 
a morocco  factory  for  two  years,  and  then  again 
sought  employment  in  the  "beech  woods  of  Pike 
county,  working  for  different  farmers  and  lumber- 
men until  1853,  when  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
from  his  cousin,  Thomas  Kipp.  His  place  at  first 
consisted  of  only  twenty-five  acres,  for  which  he 
paid  $400,  but  he  has  gradually  extended  its 
boundaries  until  he  now  has  eighty-two  acres,  which 
he  has  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultivation  and 
improved  with  good  and  substantial  buildings,  mak- 
ing it  one  of  the  best  and  most  attractive  farms  of 
the  locality.  When  he  first  came  to  this  county 
wild  game  was  abundant,  deer  and  bear  roamed  at 
will,  and  the  woods  often  resounded  with  the  howl- 
ing of  the  wolves.  At  that  time  it  took  four  days 
to  go  to  Philadelphia  with  a team  of  horses. 

On  May  9,  1858,  at  Salem,  Penn.,  Mr.  Shiftier 
was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  Bishop,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  Rev.  A.  R.  Rammel,  a Pres- 
byterian minister,  and  the  children  born  to  this  union 
were  as  follows:  Emma,  now  the  wife  of  Louis 

Wyland,  a farmer  of  Greene  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty; Horace,  who  married  Alice  Burrus  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  the  same  township ; Mary,  wife 
of  Perry  Miller,  a farmer  of  Greene  township; 
William,  deceased;  and  Clarence,  at  home.  Mrs. 
Shiftier  was  born  in  Hawley,  Penn.,  in  July,  1838, 
a daughter  of  Hiram  and  Alvina  (Daniels)  Bishop, 
of  New  Hope,  Penn.,  who  became  residents  of  Haw- 
ley in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The 
father  was  a river  pilot,  taking  lumber  down  the 
river  to  the  Southern  markets.  He  died  in  1894,  at 


the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  and  his  wife, 
in  i860,  and  both  were  buried  in  the  Baptist  ceme- 
tery at  Hawley.  In  their  family  were  five  children, 
namely:  George,  deceased;  Harriet,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Ada  E.,  deceased  wife  of  Edward  F'orest,  of 
Newbury,  Penn.,  fireman  on  a railroad  train ; David, 
a resident  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  who  married  Jane 
Randolph,  and  is  a railroad  brakeman ; and  Mary, 
wife  of  George  Turner,  who  is  employed  by  the  rail- 
road company  in  the  freight  house  at  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 

In  September,  1864,  Mr.  Shiftier  enlisted  at 
Honesdale,  Penn.,  in  the  Union  army,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service,  at  Alexandria, 
Ya.,  as  a member  of  Company  F,  51st  P.  V.  I.,  under 
command  of  Capt.  Jacob  Brooks.  He  participated 
in  various  battles  and  skirmishes,  including  those  at 
Boydton  Roads  and  Fort  Steadman,  and  was  also 
present  at  the  fall  of  Petersburg,  but  fortunately  he 
was  never  wounded.  When  hostilities  ceased,  he  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Alexandria,  May  17,  1865, 
and  returned  home.  He  is  now  an  honored  member 
of  Newfoundland  Post  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  served  as 
judge  of  elections,  and  supervisor  of  his  township, 
and  in  whatever  position  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
fill,  his  duties  have  been  most  faithfully  and  con- 
scientiously discharged.  The  spectacles  used  by  his 
grandmother  until  her  death,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
five  years,  were  given  to  her  son  John,  who  wore 
them  until  he,  too,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  nine- 
ty-three, and  are  now  used  by  our  subject.  They 
are  old  fashioned,  with  silver  rims,  but  their  quality 
is  attested  by  their  long  service. 

WALLACE  B.  STEVENS.  The  thriving 
town  of  Stevens  Point,  Susquehanna  county,  owes 
much  of  its  prosperity  to  the  foresight  and  enterprise 
of  the  Stevens  family,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  now  a leading  merchant  and  agriculturist  of  that 
locality. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  born  November  3,  1847,  at 
Smith  Hill,  Wayne  county,  and  is  of  English  de- 
scent in  the  paternal  line.  Dr.  Francis  Stevens,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  in 
England,  receiving  an  excellent  education.  For  a 
time  he  was  ship  carpenter  on  board  of  ocean  ves- 
sels, and  later  he  practiced  medicine  among  the 
crews.  On  leaving  the  sea  he  located  on  a farm  near 
Honesdale,  his  remaining  years  being  spent  in  farm- 
ing and  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  died  in  1828, 
and  his  wife,  Ann  Orsborn,  died  March  11,  1865. 
They  had  ten  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Fran- 
cis, was  a minister  of  a Methodist  Church  in  Wayne 
county.  Two  other  sons,  Mark  and  William,  served 
as  soldiers  during  the  Civil  war,  and  were  held  cap- 
tive for  some  time  in  Libby  prison.  Mrs.  Ann  (Ors- 
born) Stevens  married  again  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Stevens,  her  second  husband  being  Richard  Brown, 
by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Eliza  J.,  now  the  wife  of 
Sylvester  Thomas,  of  Starrucca,  Wayne  county. 

John  B.  Stevens,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
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January  16,  1820,  in  England,  and  came  to  this 
country  when  nine  years  old.  In  1846  he  married 
Miss  Koxy  Cargill,  who  was  born  January  4,  1825, 
in  Jackson  township,  Susquehanna  county,  a daugn- 
ter  of  Thomas  J.  and  Sallie  (Look)  Cargill,  natives 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  pioneer  settlers  in  Susque- 
hanna county.  Soon  after  his  marriage  John  B. 
Stevens  settled  at  Smith  Hill,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  spent  three  years  in  farming,  and  he  then  pur- 
chased a large  tract  of  land  at  the  present  site  of 
Stevens  Point,  and  cleared  and  improved  a farm. 
He  was  engaged  in  lumbering  on  the  Delaware  and 
Lackawanna  rivers  for  some  time,  and  in  1858  he 
removed  to  Sullivan  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  con- 
ducted a grocery  for  three  years.  Finding  mercan- 
tile business  congenial  he  returned  to  Stevens  Point, 
opened  a store,  and  about  the  time  the  Jefferson  rail- 
road was  built  through  his  land  he  erected  a large 
dwelling  house  and  store  room  combined.  This 
formed  a good  nucleus  for  the  growing  town  which 
was  named  in  his  honor,  and  for  many  years  he  con- 
ducted a constantly  increasing  trade  there.  He  died 
July  18,  1895,  and  his  estimable  wife,  who  ably  sec- 
onded his  efforts  in  all  lines,  is  still  living  at  Ste- 
vens Point,  on  the  homestead  willed  by  him  to  her 
during  her  life.  They  had  three  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  eldest;  (2)  Elvina,  born  Octo- 
ber 14,  1849,  in  Wayne  county,  married  Charles  H. 
McDevitt,  of  New  York  State,  and  after  residing  for 
some  time  in  Stevens  Point  they  removed  to  Bing- 
hamton, N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  McDevitt  was  employed 
in  a lumber  yard,  but  after  an  illness  of  about  two 
years  he  died,  September  6,  1899.  They  had  five 
children — Judson,  Maggie,  JohnB.,  May  and  Chania. 
(3)  Henry  B.,  born  in  Harmony  township,  Susque- 
hanna county,  March  10,  1852,  and  resides  at  the 
homestead. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Harmony  township,  and  for  some  years  followed 
the  carpenter’s  trade.  As  the  father's  health  failed 
with  advancing  years  the  management  of  the  busi- 
ness devolved  upon  him,  and  he  had  full  charge  of 
the  estate  for  a number  of  years  and  is  still  manag- 
ing the  same  for  his  mother.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  for  four  years  he  held  the  office  of 
assistant  postmaster  under  President  Cleveland’s  ad- 
ministration, and  at  this  writing  he  is  assistant  post- 
master. He  takes  an  active  share  in  partisan  work, 
and  for  eighteen  years  has  been  a member  of  the  lo- 
cal election  board,  serving  as  clerk,  inspector  or 
judge.  Socially  he  and  his  family  are  popular,  and 
he  belongs  to  Camp  No.  20,  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of 
America,  of  which  his  son  William  is  also1  a mem- 
ber, and  to  Starrucca  Valley  Castle  No.  271,  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Eagle,  at  Stevens  Point.  In  1897  he 
was  a delegate  to  the  State  and  national  meetings  of 
the  former  order  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania. 

On  July  3,  1873,  Mr.  Stevens  married  Miss 
Frances  P.  Tickner,  daughter  of  William  Tickner, 
a well  known  resident  of  Harmony  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county.  They  have  two  sons : George  H., 
born  August  26,  1874,  who  is  now  in  business  as  a 


barber  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  William  A.,  born 
October  14,  is8o,  who  follows  the  same  occupation 
at  Stevens  Point,  living  in  the  same  house  with  his 
father  and  grandmother. 

CHARLES  BRUSH  (deceased)  was  one  of  the 
prominent  agriculturists  of  Great  Bend  township, 
Susquehanna  county — a man  whose  energy  and  ex- 
ecutive ability  would  have  given  promise  of  success 
in  any  line  of  life,  and  the  result  of  his  effort  show 
that  tanning  can  be  made  both  profitable  and  pleas- 
ant as  an  occupation. 

He  came  of  good  pioneer  stock,  and  was  bora 
December  29,  1826,  in  Oakland  township,  Susque- 
hanna county.  His  father,  Jonathan  Brush,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Greenfield,  Conn.,  and  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Laura  Mead,  who  was  born  in  1790, 
the  daughter  of  Edmond  Mead,  a farmer  in  Con- 
necticut. For  some  years  after  his  marriage  Jona- 
than Brush  remained  in  Connecticut,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  shoemaker’s  trade;  but  in  1822,  he  re- 
moved to  Susquehanna  county,  locating  upon  a farm 
in  Oakland  township.  Later  he  spent  a few  years 
in  Great  Bend,  and  New  Milford  townships,  but  his 
last  days  were  spent  at  his  farm,  where  he  died  in 
1842,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  His  widow  after- 
ward married  General  Root,  and  her  death  occurred 
in  1866,  her  remains  being  interred  in  McCune’s 
Cemetery.  Jonathan  Brush  was  a devout  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  an  excellent  citizen,  his 
influence  being  always  given  toward  the  mainten- 
ance of  law  and  order  in  the  community.  Of  his 
eight  children  two  were  born  in  Connecticut ; Ly- 
dia A.  (deceased)  married  Mortimer  Lindsay;  Re- 
becca (deceased)  married  Philander  Finney;  Arny 
(deceased)  married  John  Van  Volkenburgh;  Ed- 
mond died  in  Susquehanna,  Penn. ; Charles  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below ; Irwin,  a carpenter  by  trade, 
resides  in  La  Platte,  Neb. ; Rachel,  widow  of  M.  Mc- 
Clelland, resides  in  Sheldon,  Iowa ; and  Eunice  mar- 
ried Ely  Conklin,  of  Brownell,  Ness  Co.,  Kansas. 

Charles  Brush  always  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  with  the  exception  of  one  year  (1883)  spent 
in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  in  the  carpenter’s  trade.  From 
1848  he  had  his  home  at  his  present  farm  which  con- 
tains eighty-five  acres,  the  greater  portion  being  un- 
der cultivation.  After  his  father’s  death  he  worked 
one  season  among  farmers  in  Connecticut  in  order 
to  pay  off  a mortgage  on  the  place.  The  first  dwell- 
ing house  was  a small  shanty,  but  Mr.  Brush  re- 
placed it  with  a comfortable  residence,  while  other 
improvements  were  made  from  time  to  time.  He 
was  a man  who  thought  for  himself  on  all  matters, 
including  politics,  and  his  vote  was  cast  for  the  men 
and  measures  of  which  he  approved,  without  regard 
to  party  ties.  For  three  years  he  served  as  school 
director,  and  he  was  prominent  in  religious  work  as 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  New  Milford. 

On  July  4,  1851,  Mr.  Brush  was  married,  in 
Oakland  township,  to  Miss  Catherine  Van  V olken- 
burgh,  who  was  born  March  21,  1834,  at  Windsor, 
Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
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Jemima  Van  Volkenburgh.  The  following  children 
were  born  of  this  marriage:  Willis  E.  and  Edna  P. 
died  in  childhood;  Orville  J.,  who  married  Miss 
Hattie  Sackett,  is  a farmer  in  New  Milford  town- 
ship, and  also  a licentiate  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
Laura  J.  is  deceased;  Rachel  married  Rev.  John  W. 
Chidester,  a minister  at  Great  Bend;  Lydia  M.  mar- 
ried (first)  Thomas  Cortright  (now  deceased)  and 
(second)  his  brother,  James  Cortright,  of  New  Mil- 
ford township ; Amy  J . married  Albert  Rush,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; John  C.,  a resident  of  YY  inton, 
Penn.,  married  Maggie  Richards;  Ulysses  G.,  a 
farmer  in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
married  Miss  Jessie  Savage;  Noble  married  Bertha 
Porter,  and  resides  in  Prmgbar,  la.  The  mother  of 
this  family  died  December  17,  1873,  and  her  re- 
mains rest  in  the  Highland  burying  ground  m Great 
Bend  township.  On  April  26,  1877,  Mr.  Brush  mar- 
ried  Miss  Lizzie  Taylor,  a lady  of  fine  mental  ability 
and  culture,  who  taught  school  successfully  for  thir- 
ty years  in  Georgia,  Kansas,  New  York,  and  Penn- 
sylvania. She  was  born  May  11,  1831,  at  Cairo, 
Greene  county,  N.  Y.,  the  daughter  of  Richard  B. 
Taylor,  and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  and  Elia- 
beth  (Barker)  Taylor,  of  England.  Her  father  was 
born  and  reared  at  Cairo,  and  was  a well  known 
farmer  and  school  teacher  of  that  locality.  He  died 
in  1851,  aged  sixty  years.  His  wife,  Adelaide  P. 
(Krotz),  who  died  in  December,  1879,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five,  was  a native  of  Lister  county,  N.  Y., 
and  a daughter  of  Frederick  and  Prudence  (Howell) 
Krotz.  They  had  eight  children,  as  follows : Miss 
MariaM.,  a resident  of  Ulster  county,  N.  Y. ; Thomas 
H.,  who  is  employed  in  the  Custom  House  at  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. ; Catherine  A.,  who  died  in  1851 ; James  B. 
and  Charles  H.,  who  are  engaged  in  mining  at  Col- 
orado; Merilla  C.,  widow  of  Philip  Lasher,  of  Ul- 
ter  county,  N.  Y. ; and  Jennie,  widow  of  Edwin  S. 
Cook,  of  Greene  county,  N.  Y.  On  February  21, 
1900,  after  an  illness  of  four  weeks,  Charles  Brush 
passed  to  his  last  rest,  and  his  remains  were  laid 
away  in  the  Highland  Burying  Ground. 

P.  J.  BRUGLER,  general  farmer  and  dairy- 
man, has  occupied  his  present  farm  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  since  1888,  and  ranks 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  neighborhood. 
He  is  a native  of  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  where  his 
ancestors  have  lived  for  several  generations,  and 
whence  he  was  brought  to  Pennsylvania  by  his  par- 
ents, Samuel  and  Latitia  (Linaberry)  Brugler,  in 
the  year  1856. 

Henry  Brugler,  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, passed  all  his  life  on  his  farm  in  Warren  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His 
son,  Peter,  who  was  also  a lifelong  farmer  of  War- 
ren county,  married  Nancy  Strainer,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following  named  children : 
Henry,  a farmer  of  Warren  county,  N.  J. ; Samuel ; 
James,  who  died  in  New  Jersey;  Manor,  who  died  in 
New  Jersey;  Lovell,  deceased,  who  first  married  Al- 
ford Ribble  and  subsequently  Joseph  Thomas  ; Peter, 


deceased;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Harter,  a farmer 
of  Warren  county.  The  father  of  this  family  passed 
away  in  1878,  the  mother  in  1883,  and  they  were 
buried  on  their  farm. 

Samuel  Brugler  was  born  August  7,  1821,  in 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
was  reared  to  farming,  which  has  been  his  life  voca- 
tion, and  he  remained  with  his  parents  up  to  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years.  On  February  14,  1840,  he  was 
married,  in  Warren  county,  to  Miss  Latitia  Lina- 
berry, and  in  1859  they  came  with  their  family  to 
.Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  settling  on  the  farm  in 
Auburn  township,  where  they  have  since  made  their 
home.  The  place  comprises  118  acres  of  what  is  now 
valuable  farming  land,  but  at  the  time  of  their  ar- 
rival it  was  little  more  than  a wilderness,  and  all  the 
improvements  on  the  place  are  the  result  of  Mr. 
Brugler's  enterprise  and  industry.  He  has  carried 
on  general  farming  and  by  incessant  hard  work  has 
succeeded  in  gaining  a comfortable  competence, 
which  he  richly  deserves.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
politics,  but  he  has  never  been  particularly  active 
in  public  affairs,  g'iving  close  attention  to  his  agri- 
cultural interests.  He  is  highly  respected  by  all  who 
know  him.  Samuel  and  Latitia  Brugler  have  had 
children  as  follows  : P.  J.,  the  subject  proper  of  these 
lines;  Joseph  Iv.,  residing  in  Rush  township;  Jer- 
ris,  a farmer  of  Jessup  township  (he  married  Anna 
Hibbard)  ; Judson,  a merchant  of  Olyphant,  Penn, 
(he  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Lillie  Johnson, 
and  second  to  Lillie  Brown)  ; Libby,  Mrs.  Henry 
Young,  deceased;  and  Katie,  wife  of  William  Stev- 
ens, of  Peckville,  Penn.  Mrs.  Brugler  was  born 
January  24,  1825,  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Kishbaugh)  Linaberry, 
who  were  farming  people  of  Connecticut.  Their 
family  consisted  of  eight  children,  viz. : Anna, 

Joseph,  Nelson,  Carson,  Achelius,  Betsey  M.,  Latitia 
and  Kate  M.  (who  was  twice  married,  first  to  Will- 
iam Lake  and  afterward  to  John  W.  Smith). 

P.  J.  Brugler  was  born  April  28,  1848,  in  War- 
ren county,  N.  J.,  and  coming  to  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty in  boyhood,  has  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  the  locality  where  he  still  resides,  obtaining  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  his  agricult- 
ural training  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  reached  his  majority.  From 
that  time  until  his  marriage  he  worked  among  dif- 
ferent farmers,  after  which  he  commenced  on  his 
own  account,  renting  land  in  Auburn  township  and 
other  parts  of  the  county  until  he  settled  on  his  pres- 
ent place,  in  1888.  He  has  107  acres  of  fine  land, 
systematically  and  carefully  cultivated,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  general  farming,  he  has  engaged  quite  ex- 
tensively in  dairying,  at  present  keeping  about  fif- 
teen cows.  Mr.  Brugler  is  progressive  and  up-to- 
date  in  his  calling,  and  he  has  met  with  gratifying 
success  in  his  farming  operations,  having  a comfort- 
able home  and  well-equipped  property,  which  may 
well  be  a source  of  pride  to  their  owner.  Mr.  Brug- 
ler is  a Democrat  in  political  faith. 
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On  December  7,  1872,  Mr.  Brugler  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  Rush  township,  with  Miss  Mary 
Crisman,  and  they  have  had  six  children,  namely : 
Bertha,  who  married  Daniel  Penworth,  a farmer  of 
Auburn  township ; Lavergne,  who  died  March  28, 
1896,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  was  bur- 
ied in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery;  Samuel  W.,  Oscar,  Ho- 
mer and  Tussie  P.,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Mary  (Cris- 
man) Brugler  was  born  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.,  a 
daughter  of  Nelson  and  Charlotte  Matilda  (Wild- 
rick)  Crisman,  who  came  to  Susquehanna  county 
and  settled  on  the  farm  in  Auburn  township  where 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  fa- 
ther was  a farmer  and  harness  maker  by  occupa- 
tion. He  died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years, 
the  mother  in  1888,  and  their  remains  rest  in  the 
Jersey  Hill  cemetery  in  Auburn  township.  Their 
children  were  Marshall  H.,  a farmer  of  Auburn 
township ; Albert,  a farmer  of  Dimock  township ; 
Mary,  Mrs.  Brugler ; Adella,  wife  of  Charles  Vos- 
burg,  a farmer  of  Kansas ; Sarah  V.,  wife  of  Philip 
Conrad,  a carpenter  of  Newark,  N.  J. ; Angeline, 
wife  of  J.  K.  Brugler,  of  Rush  township ; and  Rose 
A.,  wife  of  John  Arnts,  a shoemaker  of  Meshoppen, 
Pennsylvania. 

MARSHALL  H.  CRISMAN,  who  owns  a fine 
farm  of  200  acres  in  Auburn  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  born  July  16,  1842,  in  Warren  county, 
N.  J.,  son  of  Nelson  and  Charlotte  M.  (Wildrick) 
Crisman,  and  grandson  of  Isaac  Crisman,  who  was  a 
lifelong  farmer  of  Warren  county. 

Mr.  Crisman’s  parents  came  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  and  settled  in  Auburn  township, 
where  they  made  a permanent  home.  Nelson  Cris- 
man was  a farmer  and  harness  maker  by  occupation. 
He  passed  away  in  September,  1881,  aged  seventy- 
one  years,  his  wife-  on  July  9,  1891,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four,  and  they  were  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey 
Hill  cemetery.  Of  their  children  Marshall  H.  is 
the  eldest ; Albert  is  a farmer  in  Dimock  township ; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  P.  J.  Brugler,  a farmer  of  Au- 
burn township;  Adella  married  Charles  Vosburg, 
a farmer  of  Kansas ; Sarah  V.  is  the  wife  of  Philip 
Conrad,  a carpenter  of  Newark,  N.  J. ; Angeline  is 
the  wife  of  J.  K.  Brugler,  a farmer  of  Rush  town- 
ship ; Rose  A.  married  John  Arnts,  a shoemaker,  of 
Meshoppen,  Pennsylvania. 

Marshall  H.  Crisman  was  given  a public-school 
education,  and  he  remained  at  home  up  to  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  years,  gaining  a thorough  knowledge  of 
agriculture  on  his  father’s  farm.  He  has  since  made 
his  home  on  the  farm  of  200  acres  in  Auburn  town- 
ship which  he  owns,  and  which  has,  through  his  in- 
dustry, become  a valuable  property.  But  forty  acres 
were  cleared  when  he  removed  to  the  place,  but  there 
are  now  160  acres  under  cultivation,  and  Mr.  Cris- 
man derives  a comfortable  income  from  his  property, 
which  he  is  constantly  improving  and  beautifying  in 
various  ways.  On  December  10,  1872,  he  married 
Miss  Huldah  I.  Kennedy,  the  wedding  taking  place 
at  her  home  in  Auburn  township,  and  they  have  had 
four  children:  Charles  M.,  a farmer  of  Auburn  town- 


ship, who  married  Mary  Beninger ; Clark  D.  and 
Rosie  M.,  living  at  home;  and  Olivera,  who  died 
young.  The  family  attend  the  M.  P.  Church,  of 
which  Mr.  Crisman  is  an  active  member,  holding  the 
office  of  trustee  at  the  present  time.  In  political  sen- 
timent he  is  a Republican. 

Mrs.  Hulda  I.  (Kennedy)  Crisman  was  born 
September  21,  1851,  in  Auburn  township,  where  her 
parents,  Ezra  and  Sarah  (Benscoter)  Kennedy,  set- 
tled in  1840,  coming  from  New  Jersey,  their  native 
State,  where  they  were  reared  and  married.  They 
purchased  fifty-seven  acres  of  land  here,  erected  a log 
cabin  on  the  tract,  and  here  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  long  and  busy  lives,  the  father  dying  in 
1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years,  the  mother  on 
March  14,  1887,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty; 
they  were  laid  to  rest  in  Jersey  Hill  cemetery.  Mr. 
Kennedy  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his 
adopted  place,  and  held  various  local  offices,  dis- 
charging his  duties  as  a public  servant  with  credit 
to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  M.  P.  Church. 
Their  family  consisted  of  ten  children,  viz. : Charles 
V.,  who  is  a farmer  of  Leraysville,  Penn. ; Ann,  Mrs. 
Steven  Millard,  deceased ; Andrew  B.,  of  Elmira, 
N.  Y.  (he  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war)  ; Richard, 
of  Tunkhannock,  Penn,  (he  was  also  a soldier)  ; 
Benjamin,  a brickmason  and  farmer  of  South  Mont- 
rose, Penn. ; Nellie,  who'  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years ; Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year  ; 
William,  living  in  the  West;  Martha,  who  died 
young,  and  Huldah  I.,  Mrs,  Crisman.  Mrs.  Cris- 
man’s paternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Kennedy,  who 
was  a native  of  Ireland,  passed  his  latter  days  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  died  at 
the  home  of  their  son  Ezra.  Her  maternal  grand- 
parents, Richard  and  Ann  (Van  Gorden)  Benscoter, 
were  natives  of  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  coming  thence 
to  Susquehanna  county  and  settling  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, where  they  died.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. 

H.  B.  TIFFANY,  in  his  lifetime  a worthy  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families 
of  Susquehanna  county,  at  the  time  of  his  death 
lived  retired  upon  a farm  in  Brooklyn  township, 
where  he  was  born  September  4,  1844. 

Mr.  Tiffany  was  a son  of  Nelson  and  Permelia 
E.  Whitney  Tiffany,  who  were  also  natives  of  that 
township.  The  father  died  upon  this  farm,  August 
17,  1855,  at  the  age  of  forty-three  years  and  eleven 
months,  and  the  mother  passed  away  at  Hop  Bot- 
tom, in  Susquehanna  county,  in  1897,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  both  being  laid  to  rest  in  the  Univer- 
salist  cemetery,  in  Brooklyn  township.  They  were 
members  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and  the  fa- 
ther was  also  connected  with  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows.  He  held  several  township 
offices  and  was  quite  a prominent  citizen  of  his  com- 
munity. In  his  family  were  four  children,  namely: 
Harvey  N.,  born  October  4,  1839,  is  a merchant 
and  postmaster  of  Tiffany,  Bridgewater  township, 
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Susquehanna  county;  H.  B.,  our  subject,  is  men- 
tioned farther  on;  Cynthia  A.,  born  July  9,  1845, 
died  December  28,  1853;  and  Emily  E.,  born  Febru- 
ary 17,  1851,  married  Myron  J.  Titus,  a veteran  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  a carpenter  of  Hop  Bottom.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Alfred  and 
Lucy  (Miller)  Tiffany,  the  former  a native  of  Attle- 
boro, Mass.,  the  latter  of  Glastonbury,  Conn.  His 
maternal  grandparents  were  Roswald  and  Sally 
(Squares)  Whitney.  The  grandfather  came  from 
New  York  State  to  Susquehanna  county  in  1810, 
and  located  in  Brooklyn  township,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

With  the  exception  of  one  year  H.  B.  Tiffany 
spent  his  entire  life  on  the  old  homestead.  In  1863 
he  went  to  Tioga  county,  this  State,  where  he 
worked  at  farming  for  a year,  and  then  returned 
home.  At  one  time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Railroad  Co., 
as  fireman,  and  was  promoted  to  engineer,  but  left 
the  road  in  1865  during  a strike.  He  owned  the  old 
home  farm,  which  is  comprised  of  140  acres,  which 
he  successfully  operated  until  August  18,  1893,  but 
from  that  time  until  his  death,  December  6,  1899, 
ill  health  prevented  him  from  engaging  in  the  ardu- 
our  labors  of  the  farm  and  he  practically  lived  re- 
tired. He  succeeded  in  acquiring  a comfortable  com- 
petence and  was  well  prepared  to  lay  aside  all  busi- 
ness cares  and  spend  the  evening  of  life  in  ease  and 
quiet.  He  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  from  1896. 

On  April  5,  1870,  Mr.  Tiffany  was  married, 
in  Harford  township,  Susquehanna  county,  to  Miss 
Lizzie  E.  McConnell,  and  by  this  union  four  chil- 
dren were  born,  namely:  Harry  IT.,  born  May  29, 

1871,  died  February  10,  1873;  Elmer  E.,  born  Jan- 
uary 5,  1874,  died  February  23,  1874;  Frank,  born 
July  17,  1876,  and  Augustus,  born  July  23,  1879, 
are  both  at  home.  Mrs.  Tiffany,  who  is  a most 
estimable  woman  and  who  has  been  a faithful  help- 
meet to  her  husband,  was  born  in  Bangor,  County 
Down,  Ireland,  August  8,  1848,  and  in  1853  came 
to  the  United  States  with  her  parents,  David 
and  Catherine  (McGee)  McConnell,  also  natives  of 
County  Down.  The  family  located  in  Harford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  the  father 
followed  farming  until  called  from  this  life,  in  1889, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  The  mother  is  also 
deceased. 

H.  F.  WILMOT,  of  Varden,  Wayne  county, 
is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  thriving  little 
town.  The  following  history  will  be  read  with  in- 
terest, as  the  family  of  which  he  is  a worthy  rep- 
resentative is  noted  for  ability  and  public  spirit. 
Mr.  Wilmot’s  mother  has  been  for  many  years  an 
honored  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  and  various  other 
members  of  his  family  have  won  a high  standing  in 
the  community  in  their  chosen  lines  of  work.  He 
comes  of  good  old  Connecticut  stock,  his  grandpar- 
ents, Thomas  and  Clarissa  (Hawthorne)  Wilmot, 


being  born,  reared  and  married  in  the  “Nutmeg 
State,”  but  came  to  Pennsylvania  at  an  early  day, 
locating  upon  a farm  in  Susquehanna  county.  The 
grandfather,  who  died  in  1844,  aged  forty  years, 
was  much  respected  as  a man  of  honorable  and  up- 
right principles. 

Philo  A.  Wilmot,  our  subject’s  father,  was  one 
of  ten  children  born  to  Thomas  and  Clarissa  Wil- 
mot. He  was  born  July  28,  1831,  in  Susquehanna 
county,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  to  learn 
the  blacksmith’s  trade  at  Windsor,  Penn.  On  com- 
pleting his  apprenticeship  he  conducted  a shop  at 
Hop  Bottom,  Susquehanna  county,  for  some  time, 
and  then  after  spending  five  years  at  Montrose, 
Penn.,  he  removed  to  Wayne  county,  in  i860,  and 
settled  in  Waymart,  purchasing  a small  farm.  For 
about  a year  after  his  removal  he  was  employed  in 
the  shop  of  Harvey  Stevenson,  but  on  September 
i,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company  G, 
17th  P.  V.  I.,  for  a term  of  three  years,  under  Capt. 
Samuel  T.  Davis.  As  he  was  a skilled  workman 
his  services  were  called  for  in  the  line  of  his  trade 
and  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  fifty  men  employed 
in  blacksmithing.  This  important  post  he  held 
throughout  his  term  of  service  without  taking  part 
in  any  fighting,  and  on  October  27,  1864,  he  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge.  During  his  absence 
his  wife  had  moved  with  her  two  children  to  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  and  located 
about  one  and  a half  miles  from  their  present  home, 
but  on  his  return  home  he  settled  at  that  town, 
where  he  rented  a shop  for  two  years  and  a half. 
He  then  purchased  the  place  which  is  now  occupied 
by  our  subject,  and  there  he  built  a large  two-story 
shop,  where  he  carried  on  an  extensive  business 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Varden,  Sep- 
tember 9,  1890.  In  1894  our  subject  built  a new 
shop  and  in  the  following  year  the  old  building  was 
town  down.  Mr.  Philo  Wilmot  was  an  exemplary 
citizen,  prominent  in  progressive  movements  in  his 
locality,  and  for  many  years  he  was  a trustee  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican, 
and  socially  he  was  identified  with  the  G.  A.  R.  at 
Gravity,  in  which  organization  he  held  the  office 
of  chaplain  for  some  time.  On  May  3,  1855,  he 
was  married,  at  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  county, 
by  Peter  Decker,  Esq.,  to  Miss  Almira  C.  Rock- 
well, by  whom  he  had  the  following  children : 
Laura  R.  died  in  childhood ; twins,  unnamed,  died 
in  infancy ; Mary  L.  married  Dwight  Collins,  freight 
agent  for  the  E.  & W.  railroad,  at  Scranton,  where 
both  are  active  in  religious  work  as  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church;  H.  F.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned 
more  fully  farther  on ; Arthur  A.  is  studying  for  the 
Methodist  ministry ; Thomas  C.,  a contractor  and 
builder,  married  Miss  May  Roberts,  and  resides  at 
Priceville,  Penn. ; Homer  T.  is  preparing  for  the 
ministry;  Mary  K.  is  teaching  school;  and  Miss 
Pearl  A.  is  at  home. 

Mrs.  Almira  (Rockwell)  Wilmot  is  a lady  of 
marked  mental  ability  and  high  character,  and  for 
twenty-four  years  past  has  been  a licensed  preacher 
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in  the  Methodist  Church.  Her  labors  in  the  cause 
of  religion  have  been  greatly  blessed,  while  she  has 
at  the  same  time  been  a model  wife  and  mother, 
neighbor  and  friend.  She  was  born  in  Susquehanna 
county,  and  is  of  good  New  England  ancestry  in 
both  paternal  and  maternal  lines.  William  and  Mary 
Rockwell,  her  grandparents,  came  from  Connecti- 
cut at  an  early  day  and  located  upon  a farm  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  and  her  father,  Rev.  Hiram  Rock- 
well, who  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  passed  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life  in  this  section.  By  occu- 
pation he  was  a farmer,  and  for  many  years  he 
served  acceptably  as  a local  preacher  in  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  was  married  at  Montrose,  Penn.,  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Merritt,  a native  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  daughter  of  William  and  Rebecca  (Lamfer) 
Merritt,  of  Connecticut,  who  settled  during  their 
latter  years  in  Susquehanna  county.  For  some  years 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Rockwell  made  his  home  in 
Montrose,  but  he  afterwards  removed  to  Brooklyn, 
Susquehanna  county,  where  his  wife  died  January 
12,  1877,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  He  spent  a year 
with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Almira  Wilmot,  and  then, 
after  his  marriage  to  Mrs.  Nancy  (Stone)  Miller, 
he  resided  for  ten  years  at  Susquehanna,  but  his  last 
days  were  passed  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Wilmot, 
where  he  died  July  3,  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four,  his  remains  being  interred  beside  those  of  his 
first  wife  in  Susquehanna  county.  He  had  ten  chil- 
dren, all  by  his  first  marriage.  Rebecca  J.  married 
J.  Safford,  both  deceased ; Harriet  C.  married  Al- 
bert Blower,  and  both  are  deceased;  Hiram  C.  is  a 
farmer  in  South  Canaan  township,  Wayne  county ; 
Elizabeth  S.  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen;  Werding 
is  engaged  in  farming  on  an  extensive  scale  in  Sus- 
quehanna county;  Mary  L.  married  Chester  Wright, 
a retired  resident  of  Carbondale  ; Lydia  A.,  deceased, 
married  Abraham  Wessels,  of  Susquehanna  county; 
Almira  C.  is  the  mother  of  our  subject;  Joseph  met 
a soldier's  death  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness, 
during  the  Civil  war ; and  S.  Corenna  is  the  wife 
of  Peter  Eckerson,  a farmer  in  Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  21,  i860,  at 
Montrose,  and  as  a child  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Waymart  and  later  to  Varden.  When  six- 
teen years  old  he  began  to  work  at  the  blacksmith’s 
trade  and  after  the  father’s  death  our  subject  car- 
ried on  the  business  alone  for  several  months,  and 
then  rented  the  shop  for  a year,  conducting  it  on 
his  own  account.  For  two  years  following  the  place 
was  rented  by  William  Roykouff,  who  employed  our 
subject  to  operate  it  for  him,  and  after  this  arrange- 
ment was  terminated  Mr.  Wilmot  spent  one  year 
driving  a team.  In  1894  he  built  the  present  shop, 
as  has  been  said,  and  he  now  has  a large  and  grow- 
ing custom.  He  has  always  taken  keen  interest 
in  public  questions,  especially  such  as  relate  to  re- 
forms, and  although  he  was  formerly  a Republican 
his  vote  has  lately  been  cast  as  a Prohibitionist. 
Socially  he  is  connected  with  Lodge  No.  531,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  of  South  Canaan,  and  P.  H.  C.  No.  34,  at 
Gravity.  On  December  25,  1879,  he  was  married, 
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at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  by  Rev.  Martin  Berryman,  a Methodist 
Protestant  minister,  to  Miss  Jane  Box,  and  they 
have  one  son,  George  W.,  born  January  2,  1881. 

Mrs.  Jane  (Box)  Wilmot  was  born  January 
1,  1859,  near  Honesdale,  in  Texas  township,  Wayne 
county,  and  is  of  English  ancestry  both  in  paternal 
and  maternal  lines.  Her  great-grandparents  lived 
and  died  in  England,  as  did  their  four  children, 
among  whom  was  Daniel  Box,  Mrs.  Wilmot’s  grand- 
father, a machinist  by  trade,  whose  death  occurred 
February  2,  1850,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Ritter,  came 
to  America  in  the  fall  of  1857  with  two  children, 
locating  at  Honesdale,  and  her  death  occurred  on 
May  10,  1888,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  her  re- 
mains being  buried  in  Riverdale  cemetery,  at  Hones- 
dale. Daniel  and  Sarah  Box  had  the  following 
children : William,  a retired  farmer  of  Bethany, 

Penn.;  John,  born  April  18,  1830,  died  at  White 
Mills ; Thomas,  father  of  Mrs.  Wilmot,  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below ; Henry  W.,  born  April  23, 
1836,  is  an  attorney  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; Mary  A., 
born  March  30,  1839,  married  Alfred  Brown,  now 
deceased,  and  resides  at  White  Mills ; Samuel,  born 
August  28,  1841,  is  a farmer  near  Bethany;  and 
Elizabeth,  born  August  5,  1844,  died  October  12, 
1845.  Thomas  Box,  Mrs.  Wilmot’s  father,  was  born 
in  April,  1833,  in  Cornwall,  England,  and  began  at 
an  early  age  to  assist  in  supporting  the  family,  be- 
ing employed  on  a farm  when  but  twelve  years  of 
age.  He  lacked  only  a few  days  of  his  twentieth 
birthday  when  he  started  for  America,  and  on  land- 
ing came  immediately  to  Wayne  county,  where  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Doney,  of  Dyberry 
township,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  In 
1855  he  was  married,  in  Honesdale,  to  Miss  Eliza 
Doney.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm  of  his  father- 
in-law,  which  he  operated  for  two  years  on  shares, 
and  in  i860  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  South 
Canaan  township,  Wayne  county,  having  purchased 
the  place  from  Lorin  Robinson.  He  is  a successful 
farmer  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  local- 
ity. In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  for  three 
years  has  held  the  office  of  school  director.  He  and 
his  wife  have  had  six  children,  namely:  William 

H.,  a resident  of  Forest  City,  Penn.,  married  Miss 
Carrie  E.  Searle,  and  has  one  child,  Alice  M. ; John 
D.,  a farmer  in  South  Canaan  township,  married 
Miss  Marency  Johnson,  and  has  had  five  children — 
Abby,  Amy,  Meta,  Merland  and  Clinton;  Jane,  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  Charles,  deceased,  never  mar- 
ried ; Nathaniel,  formerly  a merchant  of  George- 
town, Penn.,  married  Miss  Hattie  Andrew,  and  died 
some  years  ago  leaving  children — Harold  and 
Thomas  Cecil;  and  Benjamin  F.,  formerly  a partner 
of  Nathaniel,  is  not  married,  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  parents. 

A.  W.  COOK,  proprietor  The  Deposit  lournal 
(weekly)  and  The  Epworthian  (monthly),  Deposit, 
New  York. 
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R.  C.  GLOSENGER,  in  his  lifetime  a well- 
known  general  merchant  of  Hemlock  Hollow,  was 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  active  business  life 
identified  with  the  agricultural  and  commercial  in- 
terests of  Wayne  county.  Of  excellent  business  abil- 
ity and  broad  resources,  he  attained  a prominent 
place  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  part  of 
the  county.  He  won  success  by  his  well-directed, 
energetic  efforts,  and  the  prosperity  that  came  to 
him  was  certainly  well  deserved. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Glosenger  was 
born  in  Salem  township,  March  21,  1824,  a son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Brown)  Glosenger,  the  former  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  who  in  his  twentieth  year 
came  to  Wayne  county  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Salem  township.  In  their  family  were  the  follow- 
ing children : Calitha  Ann,  now  a resident  of  Hem- 
lock Hollow;  R.  C.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
William  (deceased)  ; and  Amanda,  who  is  living  in 
Gibson,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

On  attaining  his  majority  R.  C.  Glosenger  left 
home  and  began  the  struggle  of  life  for  himself  as 
a carpenter.  He  was  married,  November  19,  1843, 
to  Miss  Mary  Tisdal,  of  Salem  township,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  whose  names 
and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : Leonora,  Au- 

gust 4,  1845;  Charles  B.,  March  4,  1848;  Franklin 
P.  (deceased),  December  11,  1853;  Armenia  R. 
(deceased),  September  13,  1853;  Selina  Elecia,  No- 
vember 10,  1858;  Emogene,  April  23,  1861;  Mary 
Amanda,  April  20,  1863 ; John  C.,  September  3, 
1865;  Irene,  May  24,  1868;  and  Anna  B.  Irene  is 
now  the  wife  of  Joseph  Moore,  of  McKean  county, 
Penn.,  and  Anna  B.  is  the  wife  of  John  Hilts,  a 
merchant  of  Dover,  N.  J.,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children — Carl  Glosenger  and  Russel. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  our  subject  purchased 
a farm  in  Salem  township,  which  he  successfully 
operated  for  fifteen  years.  By  the  government  he 
was  appointed  provost  marshal  in  1861,  under  Col. 
Ewell,  and  acceptably  served  in  that  capacity  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  purchased  another 
farm,  which  he  conducted  for  three  years,  but  be- 
lieving other  business  would  be  more  profitable, 
he  removed  to  Hemlock  Hollow,  where  he  opened 
both  a hotel  and  general  store.  In  1875,  however, 
he  again  became  a farmer,  but  at  the  end  of  two 
years  removed  to  Scranton,  Penn.,  where  for  the 
same  length  of  time  he  was  proprietor  of  the  “White 
Horse  Hotel.”  Returning  to  his  native  county,  he 
resumed  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  continued 
to  follow  until  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  which 
occurred  September  29,  1881.  Two  years  later  he 
sold  his  property  and  returned  to  Hemlock  Hol- 
low, where  he  has  successfully  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising, enjoying  a liberal  patronage. 

For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Glosenger  married 
Miss  Christine  Pelton,  of  Lackawaxen  township, 
Pike  county,  a daughter  of  James  L.  and  Almeda 
(Harvey)  Pelton,  and  one  child  blessed  this  union, 
Ethel  Almeda,  born  March  20,  1886.  Mr.  Pelton 
was  a native  of  New  York  City,  and  at  the  age  of 


ten  years  removed  to  Pike  county,  Penn.,  eight  years 
later  becoming  a resident  of  the  city  of  Lacka- 
waxen, where  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  for 
some  time.  After  selling  his  property  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.  for 
eight  years,  and  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  died  October  21,  1882,  and 
his  beloved  wife  passed  away  May  21,  1884,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

In  politics  Mr.  Glosenger  was  always  a stanch 
Democrat,  and  ever  took  an  active  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  He  most  acceptably  served  as  collector 
for  Salem  township  for  two  years,  and  for  many 
years  was  one  of  the  school  directors  in  Paupack 
township.  He  was  a member  of  the  Salem  branch 
of  Odd  Fellows  for  over  forty  years.  To  the  day 
of  his  death  he  stood  a strong  man — strong  in  the 
consciousness  of  a well-spent  life,  strong  to  plan 
and  to  perform,  strong  in  his  credit  and  good 
name,  and  a worthy  example  for  the  rising  genera- 
tion. 

JOHN  N.  LANE,  deceased.  Few  if  any  of 
the  prominent  agriculturists  of  Great  Bend  township, 
Susquehanna  county,  were  more  widely  known  or 
had  more  warm  friends  than  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Litch- 
field county,  Conn.,  in  1823,  a son  of  David  G.  and 
Diana  (Ogden)  Lane,  also  natives  of  that  county, 
the  former  born  in  1797,  the  latter  in  1800.  His 
maternal  grandparents,  Robert  and  Annie  (Stewart) 
Ogden,  were  representatives  of  honored  old  fam- 
ilies of  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  the  grandfather  was 
one  of  the  number  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  Wyo- 
ming massacre.  John  Lane,  our  subject’s  pater- 
nal grandfather,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Connecticut. 
His  children  were  Daniel,  who  married  and  remained 
in  Connecticut ; Maria,  wife  of  Abram  Lee,  of  the 
same  State ; Ellen,  wife  of  Hanford  Ford,  of  Con- 
necticut; Annie,  wife  of  Elias  Ford,  of  Connecticut; 

Patty,  wife  of  Allen ; Hosea,  who  married  and 

located  in  Connecticut ; and  David,  the  father  of 
our  subject. 

Coming  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  David 
G.  Lane  located  in  Great  Bend  township,  near  the 
New  York  State  line,  upon  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Cicero  Dixon.  He  cleared  the  land,  erected  build- 
ings thereon  and  made  a good  home  for  his  fam- 
ily. He  was  a charcoal  burner,  and  each  summer 
would  return  to  Connecticut  to  engage  in  that  oc- 
cupation, but  continued  to  make  his  home  upon 
his  farm  in  Great  Bend  township  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1873.  His  wife  died  in  1879. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  of  the  number  three  are  still  liv- 
ing: (1)  Eliza  A.,  born  in  1820,  was  educated  in 

the  schools  of  Great  Bend.  She  married  George 
Burleigh,  a carpenter  of  Great  Bend  township,  and 
died  leaving  one  son,  John,  now  conductor  on  the 
Erie  railroad.  (3)  Mary,  born  in  1826,  married 
Nelson  Fox,  of  Great  Bend  township,  and  lived  in 
the  town  of  Susquehanna,  where  both  died.  Their 
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four  children  all  died  of  consumption.  (4)  Delia, 
born  in  1829,  married  Lawson  Stoddard,  of  New 
York  State,  and  they  are  now  residents  of  Windsor, 
N.  Y.  (5)  Gary  R.,  born  in  1831,  married  Mar- 
tha Smith,  of  Great  Bend  township,  and  they  resided 
for  some  years  on  the  old  Lane  homestead,  but  he 
is  now  living  in  Union,  N.  Y.  His  first  wife  died 
in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  leaving  one  son,  Frederick,  a 
resident  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Elizabeth  Shipley,  of  Susquehanna, 
and  by  her  had  two  children : Joseph,  a resident 

of  Albany,  N.  Y. ; and  Daisy,  of  Windsor,  N.  Y. 
(6)  Caroline,  born  in  Great  Bend,  in  1832,  married 
Hiram  Gay,  of  New  York,  and  located  in  Broome 
county,  that  State,  where  he  died.  Later  she  wed- 
ded Joshua  Lavere,  and  they  now  make  their  home 
in  Susquehanna. 

John  N.  Lane  was  the  second  in  the  order  of 
birth  in  this  family.  He  was  reared  upon  his  fa- 
ther’s farm  and  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  went 
to  Ohio  and  spent  one  year  near  Cleveland.  In  1844 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Stoddard, 
who  was  born  in  Great  Bend  township,  Susquehanna 
county,  in  1828 — her  parents,  Sheldon  and  Ruth 
Stoddard,  natives  of  Connecticut,  being  pioneers 
of  that  township.  For  two  years  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Lane  lived  on  the  old  homestead.  In  1851  he 
purchased  his  last  home,  known  as  the  Thomas 
Wilmot  property,  and  upon  the  place  he  erected  a 
fine  two-story  residence,  a large  barn  and  other 
outbuildings,  and  made  many  other  improvements 
which  add  to  its  value  and  attractive  appearance. 
It  is  now  one  of  the  best  cultivated  farms  in  the 
township. 

On  January  5,  1899,  Mr.  Lane  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife.  At  an 
early  age  she  had  united  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  Aas  always  a consistent  Chris- 
tian woman,  a devoted  wife  and  loving  mother. 
The  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  were 
as  follows:  (1)  Willie  died  in  childhood.  (2) 

Libbie  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  (3)  George 
D.,  born  in  1849,  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home 
farm  and  attended  school  in  Susquehanna  and 
Mansfield,  Penn.,  graduating  at  the  latter  place,  after 
which  he  taught  one  term  in  a district  school. 
While  young  he  traveled  extensively  all  over  the 
world,  visiting  New  Zealand,  Australia,  Europe, 
Canada,  and  every  State  in  the  Union.  While  a 
resident  of  Toronto,  Canada,  he  was  married,  in 
1891,  to  Miss  May  Furbor,  of  that  city,  and  they 
now  reside  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  furniture.  He  is  a 
man  of  large  business  experience  and  has  met  with 
good  success  in  his  undertakings.  (4)  Mary,  born 
March  12,  1853,  was  educated  in  the  higher  schools 
of  Susquehanna,  and  for  a number  of  terms  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
of  Susquehanna  county.  She  married  Ard  Bene- 
dict, of  Starrucca,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  who  is  now 
engaged  in  merchandising  in  Susquehanna.  She 


died  in  1892.  (5)  Ida,  born  in  December,  1855, 

is  now  the  wife  of  Julius  A.  Smith,  a leading  boot 
and  shoe  dealer  of  Susquehanna,  and  they  have  two 
sons,  George  A.  and  Ard.  (6)  Katherine,  born 
in  1868,  received  a good  education  in  the  schools  of 
Susquehanna.  She  married  Charles  Perrine,  of 
that  place,  a civil  engineer  by  profession,  now  de- 
ceased. 

Politically  Mr.  Lane  was  a pronounced  Repub- 
lican, and  most  capably  and  satisfactorily  filled  a 
number  of  local  offices,  including  that  of  school  di- 
rector, which  he  held  for  twelve  years,  and  collector 
for  a number  of  years.  He  and  his  family  were 
all  active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  his  district,  and  he  not  only  gave 
liberally  toward  its  support,  but  his  home  was  al- 
ways headquarters  for  the  local  ministers.  At  one 
time  he  was  also  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Fra- 
ternity. His  life  was  ever  above  reproach,  and  he 
was  highly  esteemed  for  his  many  charitable  acts 
and  his  sterling  worth. 

IT  WOODMANSEE.  Success  is  determined 
by  one’s  ability  to  recognize  opportunity  and  to 
pursue  this  with  a resolute  purpose  and  unflagging 
energy.  It  results  from  continued  labor,  and  the 
man  who  thus  accomplishes  his  purpose  usually 
becomes  an  important  factor  in  the  business  circles 
of  the  community  with  which  he  is  connected. 
Mr.  Woodmansee,  through  such  means,  has  attained 
a leading  place  among  the  representative  men  of 
Starrucca,  Wayne  county,  and  his  well-spent  and 
honorable  life  commands  the  respect  of  all  who  know 
him. 

A native  of  Wayne  county,  Mr.  Woodmansee 
was  born  April  30,  1832,  in  what  was  then  Preston 
township,  but  is  now  a part  of  Buckingham  town- 
ship. His  father,  James  Woodmansee,  was  born 
in  1786,  in  Rhode  Island,  but  was  reared  in  Con- 
necticut, and  as  earlv  as  1816  came  to  Wayne  county, 
Penn.,  accompanied  by  his  brothers,  Thomas  and 
Jeremiah,  and  also  by  their  father,  Gideon  Wood- 
mansee, who  died  and  was  buried  here.  He  had 
aided  the  Colonies  in  their  struggle  for  independ- 
ence, and  for  his  services  as  a soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  he  drew  a pension.  His  son  James 
took  part  in  the  second  war  against  England — the 
war  of  1812.  The  latter  and  his  brother-in-law, 
Rufus  Green,  were  among  the  first  to  locate  in 
Preston  township,  Wayne  county,  their  nearest 
neighbor  at  that  time  being  four  and  five  miles  dis- 
tant, while  wolves  and  other  wild  animals  were 
quite  numerous.  James  Woodmansee  married  Miss 
Polly  Underwood,  who  was  born  in  1792,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  namely : 
James  M.,  Jedediah,  Samuel,  Betsy,  Carlos,  Caro- 
nine,  Phoebe,  Lyman,  Amy  Susan,  Mary  Jane, 
Huldah,  Rhoda,  Mahala  and  our  subject.  In  polit- 
ical faith  the  father  was  a Whig,  and  in  his  religious 
views  was  independent,  while  his  wife  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Baptist  Church. 

In  an  old  log  school  house  near  his  boyhood 
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home  Mr.  Woodmansee  pursued  his  studies,  but  his 
training  in  farm  work  was  much  more  proficient 
than  his  literary  education.  He  early  became  an  ex- 
pert hunter,  and  many  a deer  has  fallen  before  his 
rifle.  For  some  time  after  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself  he  engaged  in  rafting  on  the  Delaware  river, 
making  about  ioo  trips,  and  for  forty  years  he  also 
successfully  followed  the  carpenter  s trade,  being 
one  of  the  leading  contractors  and  builders  of  his 
community.  During  that  time  he  constructed  many 
of  the  bridges  in  both  wood  and  stone,  of  Wayne 
county,  and  his  work,  being'  of  a substantial  kind, 
always  proved  satisfactory.  He  is  now  the  owner 
of  the  Woodmansee  Switch  stone  quarry,  and  for 
the  past  seven  years  has  been  a successful  dealer  in 
both  flag  and  building  stone.  He  furnishes  employ- 
ment to  ten  men,  and  in  promoting  his  own  inter- 
ests thus  materially  advances  the  general  welfare  of 
the  community. 

In  1853  Mr.  Woodmansee  was  married  to  Miss 
Mercy  Williams,  who  has  proved  a true  helpmeet 
to  him.  She  was  born  in  Porter  township,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  Penn.,  a daughter  of  S.  B.  and  Vic- 
torine  (Kingsbury)  Williams,  early  settlers  of  that 
county.  She  is  the  eldest  child  in  their  family,  the 
others  being  M.  F.,  a resident  of  Buckingham  town- 
ship, Wayne  county;  C.  H.,  of  Preston  township; 
Mrs.  Sophrona  Monagh,  of  Lake  Como,  Wayne 
county;  Mary,  wife  of  J.  H.  Taylor,  of  Lake  Como; 
and  Maria,  wife  of  Mr.  McAvoy,  of  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Wayne  county.  The  father  died  in  Preston  town- 
ship, where  the  mother  is  still  living  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood- 
mansee are  as  follows:  (1)  Polly  married  E.  A. 

Sherwood,  of  Parksburg,  Va.,  and  died  leaving  two 
children — Ruel  E.,  of  Parksburg;  and  Edith  May, 
who  finds  a pleasant  home  with  her  paternal  grand- 
parents. (2)  Dell  is  the  wife  of  James  Kelly,  of 
Idonesdale,  Wayne  county,  and  has  six  children — 
Lotta,  Daisy,  Minda,  Ralph,  Etta  and  Ivy  Louise. 
(3)  S.  B.  is  married  and  has  two  children — War- 
ren Webster  and  Edith  Lucinda.  He  operates  the 
old  home  farm  of  116  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
on  which  is  located  High  Lake.  (4)  John  mar- 
ried Lena  Koehler,  and  is  engaged  in  the  stone  busi- 
ness with  his  father  in  Starrucca. 

Since  1862  Mr.  ’Woodmansee  has  been  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  been  hon- 
ored with  most  of  the  offices  in  Buckingham  and 
Preston  townships,  as  well  as  those  of  Starruca, 
serving  as  constable  two  years,  collector  three 
years,  a member  of  the  school  board  fifteen  terms, 
and  auditor  of  Starrucca  two  terms.  Socially  he 
affiliates  with  Lake  Como  Lodge  No.  965,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

JACOB  SCHANTZ  (deceased),  who  in  his 
lifetime  was  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Wayne  county,  having  for  several  years  successfully 
conducted  a chair  factory  at  Maplewood,  was  a na- 
tive of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  born  in  the  year 
1846. 


When  our  subject  was  some  five  or  six  years 
old  his  father,  John  G.  Schantz,  brought  the  family 
to  America,  arriving  at  New  York  in  1852,  whence 
they  proceeded  to  Hunter,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  there 
remaining  until  about  1866.  In  the  meantime,  in 
1864,  both  father  and  son  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  service,  the  former  in  Company  A,  20th  N. 
Y.  State  Militia,  the  latter  being  enrolled,  Septem- 
ber 25,  1864,  in  Company  F,  120th  N.  Y.  V.  I.  At 
that  time  he  was  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  he 
remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  and  his  father  returned  to  their  home  at 
Hunter,  N.  Y.  Soon  afterward  they  moved  to 
Brandt,  Susquehanna  county,  and  it  was  there  that 
young  Schantz  first  became  interested  in  the  manu- 
facture of  chairs.  A company  was  formed  under  the 
firm  name  of  the  Harmony  Center  Chair  Co.,  and, 
being  a young  man  of  considerable  push  and  en- 
ergy,  he  soon  became  the  business  man  of  the  firm — 
in  fact,  it  was  then  and  there  that  he  got  his  first 
real  solid  start  in  life.  Desiring,  however,  to  expand 
his  business  and  opportunities,  Mr.  Schantz  in  1869 
or  1870  moved  to  Maplewood,  then  known  as  Forest 
Mills,  and  soon  afterward  a company  was  formed 
under  the  name  of  the  Forest  Mills  Manufacturing 
Co.,  which  later  on  was  changed  to  the  Maple  Chair 
Company. 

During  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  of  his  life 
Mr.  Schantz  had  the  exclusive  control  and  manage- 
ment of  the  entire  business,  the  result  being  that  it 
became  one  of  the  leading  factories  in  the  State. 
Lie  passed  from  earth  at  Maplewood  June  25,  1896, 
and  by  his  taking  off  the  community  lost  a good 
citizen,  one  who  was  regarded  as  strictly  honest 
and  straightforward,  and  possessed  of  sterling  prin- 
ciple. He  was  known  by  his  neighbors  as  a whole- 
souled  man,  and  by  his  unassuming  manners  made 
many  true  and  warm  friends*  His  remains  were 
interred  in  the  M.  E.  cemetery,  at  Maplewood,  the 
funeral  services  being  held  at  the  M.  E.  Church, 
Maplewood,  and  the  Freemasons,  who  had  charge 
of  the  burial,  deposited  the  remains  of  their  depart- 
ed brother  in  their  last  resting  place  according  to 
the  customary  rites  and  ceremonies  of  that  Fra- 
ternity. 

Mr.  Schantz  in  religious  faith  was  a member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church ; in  politics  he  was  a Repub- 
lican, and  for  twenty  years  was  school  director  in 
.Wayne,  most  of  the  time  president  of  same ; so- 
cially he  affiliated  with  the  F.  & A.  M.,  the  order  of 
Red  Men,  and  G.  A.  R. 

On  December  31,  1891,  at  Mt.  Cobb,  Lacka- 
wanna Co.,  Penn.,  by  Rev.  D.  J.  Reinhold,  a min- 
ister of  the  United  Evangelical  Church,  and  a broth- 
er-in-law of  Mrs.  Schantz,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  M.  Louisa  Mack.  She  is  a native  of 
Lackawanna  county,  Penn.,  and  a daughter  of  John 
M.  and  Louise  (Laiblin)  Mack,  of  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  who  were  married  in  Jefferson  township, 
Lackawanna  county,  where  Mr.  Mack  followed 
farming  and  lumbering.  He  died  October  25, 
1880,  aged  fifty-six  years,  deeply  mourned  by  all 
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who  knew  him,  and  much  respected  for  his  many 
virtues.  He  was  very  prominent  in  the  community, 
prosperous  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  he  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  United  Evangelical 
Church.  His  widow,  who  was  born  November  19, 
1828,  now  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Schantz. 
They  were  the  parents  of  children  as  follows : M. 

Louisa,  widow  of  our  subject;  William  C. ; Charles 
W.,  a farmer  and  justice  of  the  peace,  residing  on 
the  homestead,  Jefferson  township,  Lackawanna 
county ; Lena,  married  Rev.  D.  J.  Reinhold,  of 
Weissport,  Penn.;  John;  Joseph,  cashier  for  the 
Sanguoit  Silk  Manufacturing  Co.,  at  Scranton, 
Penn. ; Augustus ; and  Lillian  and  Harper,  both  de- 
ceased. Of  these,  William  C.,  John  and  Augustus 
are  partners  in  a carriage  and  wagon  manufactur- 
ing business  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  To  the  union  of 
Jacob  Schantz  and  M.  Louisa  Mack  were  born  two 
sons,  Gordon,  born  November  16,  1892,  and  Mack, 
born  June  13,  1895. 

Jacob  and  Margaret  (Kurtz)  Mack,  paternal 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Schantz,  came  from  Germany 
to  America,  settling  in  Jefferson  township,  Lacka- 
wanna county,  Penn.,  in  1851,  and  there  he  died 
November  13,  1880,  aged  eighty-eight  years. 

Christian  and  Christiana  (Reed)  Laiblin  passed  all 
their  lives  in  Germany,  where  he  was  principal  of 
public  schools,  and  also*  professor  in  a college. 
Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Schantz  has 
continued  to  reside  in  Maplewood,  where  she  is 
uniformly  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  a wide  cir- 
cle of  relatives,  friends  and  acquaintances. 

JACOB  D.  YOUMANS,  of  Spragueville, 
Monroe  county,  is  the  proprietor  of  the  only  hos- 
telry in  that  promising  village,  and  by  his  able  and 
judicious  management  he  has  won  a high  reputa- 
tion as  a landlord.  Genial  and  affable,  his  manner 
assures  a new  guest  of  good  cheer,  and  the  expecta- 
tion is  well  met  by  the  comfortable  arrangements 
of  the  hotel  and  the  choice,  abundant  food,  much  of 
which  comes  fresh  from  Mr.  Youmans’  farm  near 
by.  In  addition  to  these  interests  he  has  charge  of 
the  gristmill  belonging  to  G.  B.  Decker,  and  he 
ranks  among  the  most  enterprising  and  successful 
citizens  of  h'is  locality. 

Mr.  Youmans  was  born  in  1847,  in  Sussex 
county,  N.  J.,  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
(Swarzelder)  Youmans,  both  natives  of  Warren 
county,  N.  J.  His  father,  who  followed  farming 
and  surveying  during  his  active  life,  died  at  his 
homestead  in  New  Jersey  in  1880;  the  mother  sur- 
vived him  only  four  years.  They  reared  a large 
family  of  children,  among  whom  were  : ( 1 ) Mar- 

tin (now  deceased)  was  a lifelong  resident  of  New 
Jersey.  He  married  (first)  Miss  Mary  Bird,  who 
died  a few  years  later,  and  their  only  daughter  died 
in  childhood.  He  married  (second)  Miss  Selma 
Fleming,  who  now  resides  in  New  York,  and  by 
this  union  he  had  six  children,  among  whom  were 
Myrtle,  Frank  (a  physician  of  New  York),  May 
and  Fred.  (2)  Samuel,  a resident  of  Sussex  coun- 


ty, N.  J.,  married  Miss  Jane  Newbaker,  and  has 
five  children.  (3)  George,  a prominent  contractor 
and  builder  in  Kansas  City,  where  he  now  owns  a 
large  amount  of  real  estate,  married  Miss  Louie 
Kirk,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  has  four  children — - 
Jesse,  May,  Frank  and  one  whose  name  is  not 
given.  (4)  Christiana  married  Jonah  Reed,  a 
farmer  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  has  two  sons. 
(5)  Lemuel  is  a resident  of  Licking  county,  Ohio. 
He  married  in  Ohio  a lady  and  has  two  children — 
Leslie  and  Thomas.  (6)  Mary  is  the  widow  of 
George  Keen,  of  Newton,  N.  J.,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Laura,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Samson,  of  New  Jer- 
sey. (7)  Lottie  married  William  Losey,  of  New- 
ton, N.  J.,  and  has  three  sons — John,  George  and 
Harvey. 

Our  subject’s  early  life  was  spent  in  the  man- 
ner common  to  country  lads  of  his  day,  farm  work 
on  the  homestead  alternating  with  study  in  the  dis- 
trict school.  As  a young  man  he  became  familiar 
with  carpentering  and  gristmilling,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  he  was  employed  by  the  Baltimore 
& Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  in  building  bridges,  depots  and 
other  structures  along  the  line  of  their  roach  After 
his  marriage  he  engaged  in  business  as  a carpenter 
at  Pataskala,  Ohio.  Subsequently  he  returned,  with 
his  family,  to  New  Jersey,  and  for  several  years  he 
conducted  the  old  homestead  for  his  mother,  and 
for  nearly  eight  years  he  followed  milling  in  that 
State.  Later  lie  removed  to  Kansas,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  a year,  but  he  afterward  re- 
turned to  New  Jersey.  In  1892  he  came  to  Monroe 
county  and  took  charge  of  the  Pace  Milling  Co. 
for  two  years,  while  for  three  he  rented  the  Kestler 
gristmill  at  Tannersville.  In  1897  he  removed  to 
Spragueville,  purchasing  a farm  from  G.  B.  Decker 
and  a house  which  he  has  since  fitted  up  as  a hotel. 
His  bar  is  a notable  feature  of  the  place,  being  sup- 
plied with  fine  brands  of  wines  and  liquors.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Crymbee,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Crymbee,  of  Licking  county,  Ohio,  where  her 
father  is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age.  Six  chil- 
dren have  blessed  this  union,  namely:  Carl,  born 

in  Ohio,  is  now  employed  in  a box  factory  at  New- 
ton, N.  J. ; Miss  Blanche,  a native  of  New  Jersey, 
is  now  residing  with  her  parents ; John,  Emmett  and 
Ann  are  also  at  h®me ; and  Olive  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  reared 
in  the  Presbyterian  faith,  and  socially  he  is  identified 
with  several  orders,  having  united,  in  Ohio,  with  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  F.  & A.  M.  Lodge,  No.  404, 
at  Castle,  Ohio.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat  of  the 
Jacksonian  type. 

ERNEST  RIGNY,  farmer  of  Milford,  P.  O. 
Milford,  Pike  county,  Pennsylvania. 

WILLIAM  WEAVER  (deceased)  will  be  re- 
membered by  the  older  residents  of  Honesdale  as  the 
leading  contractor  of  the  city  in  his  day,  and  the 
former  proprietor  of  the  "National”  hotel.  He 
was  one  of  the  respected  self-made  men  of  the 
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place,  a thrifty  German  who,  coming  to  America 
in  the  hope  of  making  a better  living,  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities  in  the  New  World,  and  by  ex- 
ercising those  habits  of  industry  and  economy  char- 
acteristic of  his  race  became  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous and  valuable  citizens  of  the  community  in 
which  he  settled. 

Mr.  Weaver  was  born  March  15,  1823,  in  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  son 
of  Leonard  Weaver,  who  lived  in  his  native  country 
until  he  reached  an  advanced  a^e,  and  passed  his 
declining  years  in  America.  William  Weaver  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  birthplace,  and  in  early  life  com- 
menced to  learn  the  trade  of  mason,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  his  death.  In  1846  he  set  sail  for  the 
United  States,  and  during  the  nine  weeks’  voyage 
met  his  future  wife,  Miss  Mary  Dag,  who,  like  him- 
self, was  a native  of  Germany,  born  October  24, 
1824,  in  Wurtemberg.  She  was  coming  to  America 
with  her  parents,  John  and  Mary  Margaret  Dag, 
who  not  long  after  their  arrival  settled  in  Seelyville, 
Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  where  they  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  the  mother  at  seventy-six.  Mr.  Weaver  lo- 
cated in  New  York  City,  after  a short  residence 
there  going  to  Boston,  and  thence  coming  to  Hones- 
dale,  Wayne  Co..  Penn.,  making  the  journey  via 
New  York.  He  followed  his  trade  at  these  places, 
and  finally  took  up  contracting  putting  up  a number 
of  the  business  buildings  of  Honesdale  which  stand 
to  this  day  as  monuments  to  his  skill.  Among 
others  we  mention  the  Keystone  block,  the  German 
Catholic  school  house,  the  postoffice,  the  “National” 
hotel,  in  Honesdale,  all  of  which  were  decided  im- 
provements to  the  city.  Besides  attending  to  the 
details  of  his  contracting  business  he  conducted 
the  “National”  hotel,  which  he  owned  for  several 
years,  being  its  proprietor  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  came  somewhat  suddenly,  in  the  midst  of  a 
rush  of  business.  As  will  be  seen,  Mr.  Weaver 
soon  after  his  removal  to  Honesdale  became  iden- 
tified thoroughly  with  her  interests,  established  a 
good  business,  and,  as  a large  property  owner  and 
the  employer  of  a good  force  of  men,  was  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  town. 
When  he  commenced  his  career  in  this  country  he 
had  nothing  to  build  his  fortune  *on  but  confidence 
in  his  own  skill  as  the  master  of  a good  trade,  and 
the  persevering  energy  which  marks  the  Teutonic 
race  wherever  found,  but  he  progressed  steadily  in 
a financial  way,  and  enjoyed  a snug  competence  for 
many  years  before  his  decease,  on  December  9, 
18/3. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  were  married  in  New 
York  City,  in  July,  1847,  and  they  reared  a family  of 
eight  children,  a brief  record  of  whom  is  as  follows : 
George  Peter,  born  November  26,  1848,  lives  in 
Philadelphia,  Penn. ; he  is  married  and  has  five  chil- 
dren— Frank  (who  is  married  and  had  one  child, 
now  deceased),  Harry  George,  Charles  and  Etta. 
John  is  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in  Honesdale. 
William,  born  August  18,  1854,  is  a mason  and  build- 


er ; he  is  married  and  has  four  children — Barbara, 
Lottie,  Mamie  and  Florence.  Elizabeth,  born  March 
30,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Schelling,  of  New 
York,  and  has  three  children — Frederick,  Willie  and 
Emily.  Otto,  born  August  5,  1859,  married  and  had 
two  children — Willie  and  Otto ; he  is  deceased. 
Charles  Jacob,  born  September  28,  1861,  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  a restaurant  in  Honesdale.  Emma,  born 
February  5,  1865,  is  the  wife  of  John  P.  Mackert, 
and  has  one  child,  Grace.  Barbara,  the  youngest, 
is  unmarried  and  devotes  herself  to  the  care  of  her 
aged  mother.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  trained  their 
children  to  the  habits  of  industry  and  sobriety  which 
played  so  important  a part  in  their  own  success  and 
made  them  esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and  friends 
everywhere,  and  the  family  is  one  of  which  any  par- 
ents might  feel  proud,  for  they  are  all  respected  and 
useful  members  of  society,  filling  their  respective 
stations  in  life  in  a most  creditable  manner.  The 
father  was  a member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  to  which  the  mother  also  belongs.  Mrs. 
Weaver  is  a remarkably  well-preserved  woman.  She 
lives  in  a beautiful  residence  in  the  north  part  of 
Honesdale,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  all  that  she  may  be 
spared  many  years  to  enjoy  the  wealth  which  she 
did  her  share  toward  accumulating. 

LOUIS  SCHWEIGHOFER.  There  is  no 
element  which  has  entered  into  our  composite  na- 
tional fabric  which  has  been  of  more  practical 
strength,  value  and  utility  than  that  furnished  by 
the  sturdy,  persevering  and  honorable  sons  of  Ger- 
many. Among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Wayne 
county  who  claim  the  P'atherland  as  their  birth- 
place is  Mr.  Schweighofer,  one  of  the  leading  dairy- 
men and  farmers  of  Lebanon  township. 

Mr.  Schweighofer  was  born  in  Nassau,  Ger- 
many, in  October,  1834,  and  in  1848  accompanied 
his  parents,  Christian  and  Mary  (Stinemaker) 
Schweighofer,  on  their  emigration  to  America. 
Locating  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  the  fa- 
ther worked  on  the  railroad  for  one  year,  and  then 
moved  to  Lebanon  township,  where  he  purchased 
from  D.  B.  Smith  forty-eight  acres  of  woodland. 
He  devoted  Ills  energies  to  clearing  and  improving 
the  farm,  on  which  he  built  a comfortable  dwelling 
and  good  barn,  making  his  home  there  until  called 
to  his  final  rest  in  1889.  His  estimable  wife  had 
died  two  years  previously.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  (1)  August,  born  in  Germany,  in  1831, 

grew  to  manhood  in  Wayne  county,  and  married 
Elizabeth  Brill,  of  that  county,  by  whom  he  has 
fourteen  children.  They  now  reside  on  his  farm  in 
Lebanon  township.  (2)  Louis  is  next  in  order  of 
birth.  (3)  Fred,  born  in  Germany,  in  1835,  and 

(4)  Charles,  born  in  1837,  both  died  in  childhood. 

(5)  Christopher,  born  in  Germany,  in  1839,  was  a 
member  of  a Pennsylvania  regiment  In  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  wounded  in  the 
seven  days’  fight  at  Richmond.  He  married  Katie 
Brown,  of  Lebanon,  and  located  in  Dunmore,  Lu- 
zerne Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  died  in  1877,  leaving  a 
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wife  but  no  children.  (6)  Louisa,  born  in  Lebanon 
township,  Wayne  county,  in  1850,  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  that  locality,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Peter  Alfes,  a farmer  of  Damascus  township, 
Wayne  county,  by  whom  she  has  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, among  whom  were  Lizzie,  Katie,  Mary,  Nel- 
son, Charles,  Naomi,  and  Stacy  (who  died  in  child- 
hood). 

Louis  Schweighofer  began  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  land,  and  after  coming  to  the 
United  States,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  pursued 
his  studies  for  a time  in  the  schools  of  Wayne  coun- 
ty. In  1859  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Gilland,  of  Halifax  county,  Va.,  who  has 
proved  a true  helpmeet  to  him,  patiently  sharing  all 
the  trials  and  vicissitudes  that  have  come  to  them  in 
their  efforts  to  secure  a home  and  competence. 
Her  father,  Johnson  Gilland,  belonged  to  one  of  the 
old  and  distinguished  families  of  Virginia.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schweighofer  have  become  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  namely : Joseph,  born  in  Virginia, 

in  1861,  still  resides  with  his  parents  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Emmet,  born  in  Wayne  county,  in  1867,  is 
also  at  home.  Alice,  born  in  1870,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Edward  Goodenough,  of  Lebanon  township,  and 
has  one  child,  Merle.  Frederick,  born  in  1872,  mar- 
ried Lulu  Holgate,  of  Damascus,  by  whom  he  has 
one  son,  and  they  reside  on  his  farm  in  Damascus 
township,  Wayne  county.  Richard,  born  in  1874, 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  Burton,  born  in 
1877,  Calvin,  born  in  1879,  and  Edna,  bom  in  1882, 
are  all  at  home,  and  the  last  named  is  still  attending 
school. 

Prior  to  his  marriage  Mr.  Schweighofer  was 
engaged  in  canal  and  railroad  building  in  Virginia, 
and  there  met  and  married  Miss  Mary  Gilland. 
From  1861  until  1863  he  was  employed  as  section 
foreman  on  the  Richmond  & Danville  railroad,  but 
in  March  of  the  latter  year  ne  was  made  a con- 
script in  the  Confederate  army  under  Gen.  Lee, 
being'  a member  of  Company  E,  23rd  V.  V.  I. 
His  first  engagement  was  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
which  was  followed  by  that  of  Brandy  Station,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1865  he  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
the  Wilderness  and  Spottsylvania.  In  June  of  that 
year  he  was  transferred  to  Early’s  command,  which 
was  engaged  in  battle  with  Hunter,  near  Lynch- 
burg, and  later  at  Port  Republic.  Crossing  the 
Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry  they  met  the  Union  army 
in  battle,  and  then  marched  to  Silver  Springs,  later 
retreating  into  Virginia.  After  the  engagement  with 
Sheridan  at  Winchester  they  fell  back  to  Fisher's 
Hill  and  surprised  the  Northern  army,  capturing 
all  the  accoutrements.  Subsequently  Gen.  Sheri- 
dan captured  Early’s  entire  army,  and  our  subject 
with  fifty  companies  retreated  to  Waynesboro,  Va., 
where  they  reorganized.  Marching  to  Richmond, 
they  joined  Lee’s  command,  with  which  they  served 
until  that  General  surrendered.  On  April  5,  1865, 
Mr.  Schweighofer  was  paroled  at  Appomattox 
Court  House,  receiving  no  pay  for  his  four  years’ 
service. 


For  two  years  after  the  war  Mr.  Schweighofer 
remained  in  Virginia,  and  then  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county,  where 
he  has  since  continued  to  reside,  his  parents  living 
with  him  until  their  deaths.  In  1882  hfi  purchased 
120  acres  of  timber  land,  which  he  has  cleared,  im- 
proved and  placed  under  a high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  now  gives  his  entire  time  and  attention  to 
his  agricultural  pursuits.  As  a Democrat  he  takes 
an  active  interest  in  political  affairs,  and  is  now 
creditably  filling  the  office  of  supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship, being  elected  for  a three-years’  term.  With 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  he  and  his  wife  hold 
membership,  and  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
their  fellow  citizens  they  occupy  an  enviable  posi- 
tion. 

C.  E.  WOODMANSEE,  a prominent  general 
merchant  of  Starlight,  Wayne  county,  is  one  of  that 
county’s  native  sons  and  a representative  of  one  of 
her  most  distinguished  and  honored  families,  whose 
identification  with  her  history  dates  from  an  early 
period  in  the  development  of  the  county.  His  fa- 
ther, Hon.  J.  E.  Woodmansee  (whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere),  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  coun- 
ty, has  served  as  county  treasurer  and  member  of 
the  State  Legislature,  and  was  a soldier  of  the  Civil 
war,  while  his  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Miss  Lavina  Underwood,  is  a representative  of  a 
prominent  family,  being  a sister  of  Hon.  N.  F.  Un- 
derwood, of  Lake  Como. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  May  27, 
1863,  in  Buckingham  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  he  obtained  a good  common-school  education, 
which  was  supplemented  by  a course  in  Pleasant 
Mount  Academy.  In  1885,  he  went  to  Lawrence, 
Kans.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  business  for  one 
year,  and  then  traveled  extensively  through  the 
South  and  West,  visiting  Salt  Lake  City,  Denver, 
San  Francisco,  old  Mexico,  Texas,  Indian  Terri- 
tory and  other  places.  On  his  return  to  Wayne  coun- 
ty, he  embarked  in  business  at  Equinunk,  where  he 
successfully  carried  on  operations  until  coming  to 
Starlight  in  1893.  Here  he  has  a good  store  build- 
ing, 24x80  feet,  the  lower  floor  of  which  is  used  for 
his  business,  while  the  upper  story  makes  a con- 
venient and  comfortable  home  for  his  family.  He 
carries  a fine  line  of  dry  goods,  boots,  shoes, 
groceries — in  fact  everything  found  in  a first-class 
general  store — and  enjoys  an  excellent  trade,  which 
is  certainly  well  deserved.  Honorable  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, he  has  not  only  gained  the  confidence  of  his 
patrons,  but  has  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

On  October  12,  1887,  Mr.  Woodmansee  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rose  R.  Holbert,  a 
well  educated  young  lady,  who  was  for  some  time 
a popular  and  successful  teacher  in  Wayne  and  Sus- 
quehanna counties,  for  one  year  being  principal  of 
the  Forest  City  high  school.  She  was  born  and 
reared  in  Wayne  county,  and  is  a daughter  of  Jef- 
ferson Holbert  (deceased),  who  for  many  years  was 
superintendent  of  a tannery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood- 
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mansee  have  one  son,  Lou  E.,  and  have  lost  two, 
Ralph  Emerson,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Harold 
E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Mrs.  Wood- 
mansee  is  a worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  is  now  serving  as  superintendant 
of  the  Union  Sunday-school  at  Starlight.  Fratern- 
ally, Mr.  Woodmansee  affiliates  with  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows Lodge  at  Lake  Como. 

WILLIAM  F.  SHERWOOD  was  in  his  life- 
time a leading  representative  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Manchester  township,  Wayne  county, 
where  from  1875  until  the  time  of  his  death  he 
owned  and  operated  a fine  farm  of  180  acres,  pleas- 
antly located  one  and  a half  miles  from  Equinunk. 
For  some  years  he  successfully  ran  the  sawmill 
standing  upon  the  place,  and  converted  much  of 
his -timber  into  sawed  lumber.  Upon  the  farm  are 
a comfortable  residence,  good  barns  and  other  out- 
buildings, surrounded  by  well  tilled  fields  and  rich 
meadows. 

Mr.  Sherwood  was  born  September  7,  1843,  in 
Mt.  Pleasant  township,  Wayne  county.  Amos  O. 
Sherwood,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  of  English  ancestry,  and  married 
Betsy  Burr,  a relative  of  Aaron  Burr.  They  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children — six  sons  and  four 
daughters.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Eben  Sher- 
wood, was  also  a native  of  Connecticut,  born  near 
Bridgeport,  and  was  a schoolmate  and  friend  of 
P.  T.  Barnum,  the  great  showman.  He  was  reared 
in  Bridgeport,  receiving  a fair  education,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  conducted  a hotel  on  the  Bowery, 
in  New  York  City,  it  being  a very  popular  resort 
with  theatrical  people.  At  that  time  he  knew  most 
of  the  prominent  men  of  the  metropolis.  Subse- 
quently he  engaged  in  business  in  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and 
afterward  was  a coal  dealer  and  merchant  of  Scran- 
ton, Penn.  He  married  Miss  Emeline  Maria  Van 
Meter,  daughter  of  Charles  Van  Meter,  of  Holland 
descent,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Augusta,  Mrs.  Spencer;  William  F.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Eben  Burr,  a resident  of 
Scranton,  Penn. ; Emeline,  deceased ; and  Charles 
E.,  who  died  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of 
thirty  years,  after  which  the  father  married  ^Kate 
Gerard,  a lady  of  French  extraction,  who  is  still  a 
resident  of  Scranton.  Two  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  John  and  Kate.  The  father  departed  this 
life  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine.  He  was  a man  of 
broad  and  liberal  views,  was  well  informed  on 
topics  of  general  interest,  and  was  a Democrat  in 
politics.  His  friends  were  many,  and  he  had  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 

William  F.  Sherwood  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Hampden  county,  Mass., 
and  there  received  a good  common-school  educa- 
tion, to  which  he  added  valuable  knowledge  ob- 
tained through  travel  and  experience.  During  the 
Civil  war  ne  was  in  the  government  railroad  em- 
ploy, with  headquarters  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  in 


1866  he  went  to  Canada,  where  for  one  year  he 
bought  wheat  for  a grain  firm.  From  1868  until 
his  death  he  was  a resident  of  Wayne  county,  Penn., 
and  in  1875  he  purchased  the  property  known  as  the 
Arthur  Lloyd  farm  and  sawmill. 

On  March  26,  1871,  Mr.  Sherwood  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Teeple,  who  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  Wayne  county,  and  is 
a daughter  of  Robert  Teeple,  also  a native  of  the 
county,  and  a representative  of  one  of  its  prominent 
old  families.  He  died  in  1865,  while  in  the  govern- 
ment employ  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Throughout 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  lumbering  and  farming.  In  politics  he  was 
a Republican.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Eliza  (Depew) 
Teeple,  was  descended  from  a French  Huguenot 
family,  and  was  a relative  of  Hon.  Chauncy  Depew. 
Robert  Teeple  married  Miss  Sallie  M.  Snyder,  and 
to  them  were  born  seven  children,  namely:  Levi, 

who  was  a Union  soldier  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
is  now  a resident  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne 
county ; Harriette,  wife  of  Charles  Layton ; Mary 
Ann,  wife  of  Charles  Graham,  of  Phillips,  Wis. ; 
Peter  E.,  who  died  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  our  subject ; Eveline,  wife  of  J.  Bishop, 
of  Binghamton ; and  Dora,  who  married  C.  A.  Sher- 
wood, and  after  his  death  became  the  wife  of  Ira 
Travis. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherwood  had  two  children : 
Grace,  who  was  for  a time  a popular  and  successful 
teacher  of  Manchester  township,  Wayne  county, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  M.  D.  Hall ; and  Eben  Frank, 
who  was  born  June  13,  1889.  Mr.  Sherwood,  as 
a business  man,  won  success  by  his  well-directed, 
energetic  efforts,  and  the  prosperity  that  came  to 
him  is  certainly  well  deserved.  He  was  well  versed 
on  the  leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  and 
gave  his  unwavering  support  to  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party 

GEORGE  BEEHN,  a resident  of  Dreher  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  was  born  on  his  present  home- 
stead, March  16,  1843,  and  is  a son  °f  Charles  M. 
and  Elizabeth  (Reitz)  Beehn,  natives  of  Baden, 
Germany,  who  came  to  the  New  World  in  Septem- 
ber, 1828.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Charles 
and  Magdelina  (Fisher)  Beehn,  of  Baden.  The 
grandfather  started  for  the  United  States  in  1818 
and  is  supposed  to  have  been  shipwrecked  and  lost 
near  New  Orleans.  In  1828,  his  wife,  with  her  three 
sons,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  first  located  at  East- 
on, Penn.,  but  two  years  later  came  to  what  is  now 
Dreher  township,  Wayne  county,  with  a colony, 
which  purchased  a tract  of  2,000  acres  of  land. 
When  the  property  was  divided  our  subject’s  grand- 
mother received  100  acres.  Her  children  were  John, 
Charles  M.  and  Adam,  of  whom  all  died  in  Dreher 
township. 

Charles  M.  Beehn  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
In  1841  he  married  Elizabeth  Reitz,  who  was  born 
December  12,  18x4,  and  now  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject,  who  was  the  only  child  born  to  them. 
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Her  parents,  Charles  F.  and  Christiann  H.  (Keene) 
Reitz,  were  also  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  on 
coming  to  America  in  1828  located  on  the  farm 
where  she  now  resides,  spending  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  here.  Their  children  were  George ; Eliz- 
abeth ; Charles  F.,  a resident  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. ; 
Louisa,  of  Mansfield,  Penn.  The  father  of  these 
children  died  October  21,  1891,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven years  and  eleven  months,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Moravian  cemetery. 

Reared  on  his  present  farm,  George  Beehn  re- 
mained there  until  1868,  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Winchester,  Va.,  but  not 
liking  the  place,  which  had  suffered  severely  during 
the  Civil  war,  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  spent 
two  years  in  Tioga  county.  He  then  returned  to 
the  old  homestead,  where  his  land  is  now  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved. 

On  December  20,  1887,  in  New  York,  Mr. 
Beehn  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  W.  Pasold,  by 
whom  she  has  had  three  children,  Charles  H.,  Em- 
ma L.  and  Mary  E.,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Beehn  was 
born  in  Greene  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  January 
31,  1861,  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Hannah 
(Grimm)  Pasold,  natives  of  Germany,  who  now  re- 
side on  a farm  in  Barrett  township,  Monroe  county. 
In  their  family  were  the  following  children : Emma, 
wife  of  Peter  Mash,  of  Greene  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty; Caroline  W.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Louisa,  who 
died  unmarried;  Esther,  wife  of  George  Ould,  a 
farmer  of  Greene  township,  Pike  county ; Ella,  wife 
of  William  Monroe,  of  Philadelphia;  Edith,  wife  of 
Herbert  Stiff,  a farmer  of  Monroe  county ; Henry, 
deceased ; and  Christian,  a farmer  of  Monroe  county. 

During  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Beehn  was  drafted 
and  it  cost  him  $700  to  secure  a substitute.  In  po- 
litical sentiment  he  is  a pronounced  Democrat,  and 
for  the  long  period  of  twenty  years  he  has  most  effi- 
ciently filled  the  office  of  poormaster  in  his  town- 
ship. Religiously  he  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
Moravian  Church. 

MRS.  IDA  VON  AUER,  now  residing  in  New 
York  State,  was  born  in  Marseilles,  France,  June 
12,  1842,  a daughter  of  Jacob  Charles  and  Caroline 
(Shirmageher)  Flegge,  and  was  one  of  a family  of 
six  children,  all  daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest  died 
in  infancy.  The  others  are:  Johanna  Antonio,  who 
is  married  to  a Mr.  Tarch  and  lives  in  Germany; 
Bertha,  the  widow  of  Louis  Size,  a railroad  inspec- 
tor of  Germany,  by  whom  she  had  two  sons  and  one 
daughter;  Ida  Henriette,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Augusta,  wife  of  William  Wilkey,  of  Washington, 
D.  C. ; and  Caroline,  who  is  unmarried  and  makes 
her  home  in  Berlin,  Germany. 

When  ten  years  old  Ida  Henrietta  Flegge  ac- 
companied her  parents  on  their  removal  to  Germany, 
where,  July  6,  1858,  she  was  married  to  William  Er- 
nest Emil  von  Auer,  whose  family  well  deserves  hon- 
orable mention  in  history.  Their  coat  of  arms  is  still 
preserved  as  a token  of  the  nobility  of  this  old  time 
family.  They  owned  a magnificent  place  in  Straus- 


burg,  where  for  generations  they  took  a leading  part 
in  public  affairs,  but  owing  to  the  reckless  extrava- 
gance of  the  father-in-law  of  Mrs.  von  Auer,  the 
place  was  sold  and  converted  into  a seminary.  Soon 
after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  von  Auer  locat- 
ed in  Elbing,  where  he  operated  an  iron  and  steel 
factory  until  his  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire,  which 
proved  a total  loss  as  there  was  no  insurance  upon 
it.  After  remaining  for  some  time  in  Germany,  the 
young  couple  decided  to  try  their  fortunes  in  Amer- 
ica. They  landed  here  in  1861,  and  the  following 
year  Mr.  von  Auer  enlisted  as  corporal  of  an  en- 
gineer corps,  but  after  serving  ten  months  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  heart  trouble. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  von  Auer  were  born  three 
children,  namely:  Charles,  born  June  14,  i860,  died 
at  the  age  of  nine  years  and  ten  months.  Max  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years  and  ten  months.  Emily 
Antonio,  born  June  29,  1869,  married  Charles  F. 
Eden,  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Ida  Atelka  Guer- 
eta.  Her  second  husband  is  John  T.  Henning,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  three  children — Paul,  Fran- 
cisco and  Leroy.  Mr.  Henning  was  employed  for 
eighteen  years  by  the  Brooklyn  Furniture  Co.  At 
the  death  of  his  mother  he  inherited  considerable 
property,  and  embarked  in  business  for  himself  at 
Croton,  N.  Y.,  but  failed,  losing  everything.  He  is 
now  in  the  employ  of  the  Blooming  Grove-  Park  Co., 
a syndicate  of  wealthy  New  York  people,  who  keep  a 
large  tract  of  land  for  their  own  private  hunting 
ground. 

After  leaving  the  army,  Mr.  von  Auer  worked 
as  a mechanic  in  Brooklyn,  and  assisted  in  building 
the  boilers  for  the  ‘'Great  Eastern”  steamer.  He  was 
very  ingenius  in  mental  work  and  designed  several 
valuable  articles,  but  in  most  cases  his  too  ready  be- 
lief in  the  honesty  of  his  associates  led  to  their  be- 
coming the  owners  of  his  patents.  He  patented 
doorlocks  which  he  manufactured  for  some  time, 
and  on  selling  out  his  business  in  1892,  removed  to 
Westchester  county 4 New  York. 

Being  of  an  independent  nature,  and  desirous 
of  assisting  in  earning  a livelihood,  Mrs.  von  Auer 
originated  a novel  idea  in  the  educational  world. 
Through  the  influence  of  the  superintendent  of  edu- 
cation, she  was  allowed  to  introduce  the  teaching  of 
embroidery  in  the  public  schools,  and  it  proved  very 
successful,  even  the  lady  teachers  themselves  becom- 
ing her  pupils.  At  an  art  exhibition  she  was  award- 
ed a large  gold  medal  as  first  prize  in  needle  work, 
and  this  she  has  tastefully  mounted  and  framed,  it 
now  occupying  a conspicuous  place  in  the  home  of 
this  worthy  lady.  Mrs.  von  Auer  opened  embroid- 
ery and  art  parlors  in  Brooklyn,  imported  all  her 
goods  and  successfully  engaged  in  business.  On  ac- 
count of  her  extensive  business  she  was  forced  to 
remain  in  the  city  most  of  the  time  although  her 
home  was  at  Flatbush,  L.  I.  For  one  season  she 
conducted  a branch  store  at  Saratoga  and  for  two 
seasons  at  Asbury  Park.  In  1891  she  disposed  of 
her  business  interests  and  purchased  Woodlake  Cot- 
tage, a beautiful  place  on  the  Hudson  river  between 
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Croton  and  Sing  Sing,  and  sold  eleven  months  later 
at  a profit  of  $4,000.  Shortly  afterward  she  bought 
property  in  Paupack  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn., 
and  immediately  took  possession  of  the  place,  and 
spending  considerable  money  in  making  improve- 
ments thereon.  Like  many  other  energetic  people, 
Mrs.  von  Auer  speculated  in  gas  stocks,  and  in  a 
single  day  lost  $25,000.  Of  late  she  has  made  her 
home  in  Minisink,  N.  Y.  Throughout  her  career 
she  has  displayed  excellent  ability  as  a business  wom- 
an and  has  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all 
with  whom  she  has  come  in  contact.  She  belongs 
to  the  Order  of  Pocohontas,  and  is  a faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

PAUL  E.  V.  BILLE,  a highly  respected  citi- 
zen of  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  is  a native  of 
Switzerland,  born  in  Canton  Neufchatel,  July  3, 
1842,  and  is  a son  of  Onesime  Vuille  and  Rosine 
( Perrenond ) Bille,  who  were  also  born  in  the  beau- 
tiful land  of  the  Alps,  the  former  in  Neufchatel,  in 
1806,  the  latter  in  1803.  In  their  family  were  three 
children : Guinel,  a widow  now  living  in  the  town  of 
Neufchatel;  Paul  E.  V.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Elise, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  New  York.  Our  sub- 
ject’s paternal  grandfather  was  David  Louis  Bille. 

Reared  in  his  native  land,  Mr.  Bille,  of  this  re- 
view, received  a good  education  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, and  from  his  father  also  learned  the  trade  of 
watchmaking.  There  he  married  Emma  Girard,  and 
to  them  were  born  the  following  children : Paul 
Emile,  who  married  Sadie  Smith  and  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  in  Greene  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn. ; 
Rose  Emelia,  wife  of  Paul  Heine,  who  lives  near 
New  York  City;  Louisa  Emma,  wife  of  Albert  Price, 
of  Laanna,  Pike  county ; and  Charles  August,  who 
was  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  photographic  busi- 
ness at  Sterling,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  and  is  now  at- 
tending the  Illinois  College  of  Photography  at  Ef- 
fingham, 111.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  Novem- 
ber, 1881. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Bille  was  married,  in  New 
York  City,  to  Miss  Perret  Gentil,  who  was  born  in 
Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  January  21,  1837,  and 
is  a daughter  of  August  and  Euphrosine  (Juil- 
liard)  Gentil,  and  granddaughter  of  David  Henr} 
Gentil.  Both  the  father  and  grandfather  were  born 
in  Switzerland  and  died  in  that  country.  With  her 
parents,  Mrs.  Bille  lived  for  twenty  years  in  St. 
Petersburg,  Russia,  while  she  was  employed  as 
a French  teacher  at  the  royal  palace,  instructing  the 
children  of  high  officials.  At  the  age  of  forty-five 
years  she  came  to  America  and  located  in  New  York 
City,  where  she  later  married. 

In  1878  Mr.  Bille,  with  his  family,  came  to 
America,  his  first  home  in  this  country  being  at  Fort 
Howard,  Wis.,  but  he  only  remained  there  a short 
time.  Returning  to  the  East,  he  lived  for  fourteen 
years  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  and  during  this  time  found 
employment  in  New  York  City.  Later  he  again  went 
to  Wisconsin  and  resided  for  one  year  in  Watertown, 
but  his  wife  being  dissatisfied  with  the  West,  he 


again  turned  his  face  eastward,  and  on  reaching 
Pennsylvania  located  upon  the  farm  which  he  had 
previously  purchased  in  Greene  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty. His  place  consists  of  fifty-three  acres,  a large 
portion  of  which  is  wild  land,  but  he  has  already 
cleared  fifteen  acres  and  erected  thereon  a fine  resi- 
dence. Here  he  is  now  engaged  in  general  farming, 
poultry  raising  and  watch  repairing,  and  has  secured 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact,  either  in  business  or  social  life.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Republican,  and  religiously  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  French  Evangelical  Church  of  New  York 
City. 

MACKEY.  For  three-quarters  of  a century 
the  Mackey  family  has  been  identified  with  the 
growth  and  development  of  Susquehanna  county, 
and  left  their  impress  upon  the  communities  in 
which  they  have  resided.  Of  the  earlier  generations 
George  W.  Mackey,  Deacon  David  Mackey  and 
Zophar  Mackey,  all  farmers,  were  men  of  integrity 
and  honor  and  aided  in  clearing  up  the  forests  of 
the  county,  and  their  descendants  are  now  active  and 
influential  in  Susquehanna  and  adjoining  counties. 
Notably  in  the  professions  are  George  Mackey  of  the 
Lackawanna  Bar,  Charles  D.  Mackey,  M.  D.,  of 
Montrose,  and  Nathan  C.  Mackey,  M.  D.,  of  Waver- 
ly,  Penn.,  all  substantial  citizens  of  their  several 
localities. 

George  W.  Mackey,  a native  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  born  in  1789,  married  Elizabeth  Samuels, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  year.  They  lived  at 
Rensselaerville,  Albany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  from  whence 
in  about  1824  the  family  removed  to  Susquehanna 
county,  Penn.,  settling  on  what  was  then  known  as 
the  Harding  farm,  near  Clifford  Corners.  Mr. 
Mackey  was  a hatter  by  trade  and  followed  this  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  farming.  He  died  in  1845, 
and  his  widow  survived  him  many  years,  dying  in 
1864.  They  were  upright  people  and  held  the  es- 
teem and  respect  of  the  community  in  which  they 
lived.  Among  their  children  were:  (1)  Rhoda. 

(2)  Parmelia  married  William  Bolton.  (3)  David 
is  referred  to  farther  011,(4)  Zophar  Mackey,  born  in 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn., 
with  his  parents  in  about  1824.  In  1849  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  timber  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  Truesclell  school  house. 
This  he  sold  in  1856  and  removed  to  Lathrop  town- 
ship, where  he  had  purchased  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  on  which  there  was  a small  log  cabin  into 
which  he  moved  his  family.  He  aided  in  clearing 
up  the  land  in  Lathrop,  became  identified  with  its 
interests  and  was  numbered  among  the  township’s 
substantial  farmers  and  citizens.  In  his  political 
views  prior  to  the  Civil  war  he  was  a Democrat, 
was  what  was  known  as  a war  Democrat,  through 
that  struggle  being  fully  in  sympathy  with 
Greenback  party  into  which  all  of  his  sons  followed 
him.  He  married  and  the  union  was  blessed  with  ten 
children,  viz. : Francis,  Joshua  D.,  George  S.,  Jared, 
John  B.,  Mina  M.,  Nellie,  Nelson,  Manly  and  Frank. 
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The  father  of  these  died  in  1884;  but  his  widow  is 
still  living. 

Deacon  David  Mackey,  son  of  George  W. 
Mackey  and  the  father  of  Dr.  Charles  D.  Mackey, 
of  Montrose,  was  born  in  Albany  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  accom- 
panied his  father’s  family  to  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  in  about  1824.  Later  he  became  a resident 
of  Harford  township  and  in  1852  removed  to  a farm 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  village  of  New  Milford.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a quiet  unassuming  man 
who  lived  a God-fearing  life,  correct  and  upright  in 
all  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen.  He  was  active 
in  Church  work,  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church 
in  which  he  was  a deacon  for  many  years.  He  was 
in  sympathy  with  the  slave  and  in  the  days  of  the 
Abolition  movement  was  an  Abolitionist.  Later  he 
became  a Republican.  Deacon  Mackey  was  in  sym- 
pathy with  all  movements  having  for  their  object  the 
elevation  of  mankind.  He  married  Miss  Miranda 
C.,  daughter  of  Joseph  Griggs  of  Susquehanna 
county.  Deacon  Mackey  died  in  1869,  and  she  in 
18 — . They  reared  a number  of  children,  all  becom- 
ing useful  men  and  women,  among  the  number  three 
of  the  boys — George,  Nathan  C.  and  Charles  D.— are 
now  adorning  the  professions,  legal  and  medical, 
they  adopted. 

Nathan  Callender  Mackey,  M.  D.,  son  of  the 
late  Deacon  David  Mackey,  of  New  Milford,  is  a 
native  of  Harford,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  born 
September  7,  1848.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Milford,  and  there  at- 
tended the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Later  he 
furthered  his  studies  at  the  New  Milford  Academy. 
Following  this,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  for 
a time  taught  in  the  district  schools  and  subsequently 
pursued  a course  of  study  in  the  State  Normal 
school.  In  1871  he  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  the  direction  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Blakeslee,  of 
Nicholson,  Penn.,  continuing  his  studies  until  1873. 
During  those  two  years  in  addition  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  medical  preparation  he  taught  the  graded 
school  of  the  village.  In  1873  he  entered  the  Yale 
Medical  school  where  he  took  two  courses  of  lect- 
ures. He  was  graduated  in  1875  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  York  City  and  soon  thereafter  began 
the  practice  at  Foster,  Penn.  In  July,  1876,  he  re- 
moved to  Springville  and  that  year  became  a member 
of  the  Susquehanna  County  Medical  Society.  Later 
he  located  in  Lackawanna  county.  He  married 
(first),  in  1875,  Nellie  J.  Marcex,  of  Nicholson, 
who  died  in  1879.  He  married  (second),  in  1883, 
Anna  M.,  daughter  of  Miles  W.  Bliss,  of  Waverly, 
Pennsylvania. 

Charles  David  Mackey,  M.  D.,  son  of  the  late 
Deacon  David  Mackey,  of  New  Milford,  was  born 
in  1854,  on  his  father’s  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
village  of  New  Milford,  Susquehanna  county.  He 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  in  boyhood 
attended  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  also  for  a time  the  public  schools  at  the  village 
and  at  Scranton.  In  1879  he  began  the  study  of 


medicine  in  the  office  of  his  brother,  Dr.  Nathan  C. 
Mackey,  then  a successful  physician  at  Springville, 
Penn.,  and  then  furthered  his  studies  under  the  di- 
rection of  Dr.  G.  W.  Weaver,  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn. 
In  1880-81  he  attended  a course  of  lectures  at  the 
University  of  New  York,  and  the  following  year 
he  was  in  attendance  at  the  Baltimore  (Md.)  Medi- 
cal College.  After  his  graduation  from  the  latter 
institution  in  1882,  he  located  in  the  practice  at 
Lynn  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  there  remained 
until  in  1885  when  he  removed  to  Montrose.  For 
fifteen  years  Dr.  Mackey  has  diligently  given  his  at- 
tention to  his  professional  duties  with  the  people  of 
Montrose  and  in  various  parts  of  Susquehanna 
county,  and  has  won  his  way  into  popular  favor. 
A man  of  good  attainments,  studious  habits,  he  has 
kept  pace  with  the  advancement  in  medical  science 
and  is  in  command  of  an  extensive  practice.  He  is 
a man  of  enterprise  and  public  spirit  in  the  commun- 
ity. Recently  he  established  a hospital  at  Mont- 
rose. In  his  political  views  he  is  a Republican  and 
as  such  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  coroner. 
Dr.  Mackey  is  a man  of  energy  and  ambition,  always 
occupied,  and  his  future  is  promising.  He  has  built 
one  of  the  most  modern  and  finest  residences  in 
Montrose. 

On  June  7,  1884,  Mr.  Mackey  was  married  to 
Mary  R.  Lyman,  of  Springville. 

W.  J.  PENTECOST.  One  of  the  possibilities 
afforded  in  America  is  that  whereby  a stranger  from 
a foreign  land,  seeking  here  a new  home  and  equal 
opportunities,  rises  to  a position  of  prominence  and 
influence  by  his  own  unaided  efforts.  There  is  al- 
ways merit  in  success  of  this  kind,  for  the  new  comer 
is  handicapped  to  some  degree  by  unfam'iliarity  with 
his  new  environment.  William  Pentecost,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  when  a young  man,  emigrated  from 
England  to  America  a half  century  ago,  and  in  the 
partially  developed  region  of  northeastern  Pennsyl- 
vania he  attained  a marked  success  in  life.  His  chil- 
dren have  inherited  his  sterling  traits  of  character 
and  have  also  reached,  through  their  well  directed 
and  persistent  efforts,  that  return  which  is  both  com- 
mensurate and  encouraging. 

Our  subject,  now  a prominent  lumberman  and 
stone  merchant  of  Forest  City,  was  born  in  Dv- 
berry  township,  Wayne  county,  January  31,  1850, 
the  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Paul)  Pente- 
cost, natives  of  Cornwall,  England,  where  the  father 
was  born  in  1826,  and  the  mother  in  1833.  They 
were  married  in  the  spring  of  1849,  in  England,  and 
soon  after  resolved  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  Amer- 
ica. They  crossed  the  ocean  in  the  summer  of  1849 
and  settled  in  Dyberrv  township,  Wavne  county. 
For  two  years  William  Pentecost  worked  on  the 
neighboring  farms  at  $10  per  month.  He  then  pur- 
chased a farm  and  steadily  accumulated  a property. 
In  1865  he  settled  in  Forest  City.  The  region  was 
then  a wilderness  and  for  a time  he  was  engaged  in 
lumbering  for  the  D.  & H.  Co.  He  removed  to  Clin- 
ton township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  remained 
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four  years,  then  came  to  Prompton,  continuing  to 
lumber  all  the  while.  While  at  Prompton  he  erected 
the  first  stone  building  in  Forest  City.  He  operated 
it  for  a short  time,  then  sold  to  James  Johns.  He 
also  operated  saw  mills  for  the  Erie  and  the  D.  & 
H.  R.  R.  Companies  at  Forest  City.  The  first  post 
office  at  Forest  City  was  named  Pentecost,  after  the 
father  of  our  subject.  William  Pentecost  now  re- 
sides at  Prompton,  Wayne  county,  an  extensive  farm- 
er and  lumberman,  the  operator  of  acid  factories, 
etc.,  and  a business  man  of  wealth  and  prominence. 
His  wife  died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years, 
and  was  buried  at  Bethany,  Penn.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  W.  J.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Marianna,  wife  of  James  Johns,  a retired  lumber- 
man of  Honesdale,  Penn. ; Thomas  J.,  a merchant 
of  Forest  City;  Harriet,  wife  of  Rev.  Burgess,  a M. 
E.  minister  of  Kirkwood,  N.  Y. ; Elizabeth,  who 
married  H.  W.  Higgins,  a carpenter  of  Forest  City, 
and  is  now  deceased;  Maria,  wife  of  John  Maxey, 
an  engineer  of  Forest  City ; Lincoln  W.,  a merchant 
of  Forest  City ; Edward,  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  at  Prompton ; and  one  who  is  deceased. 
The  surviving  children  are  all  prominent  and  useful 
citizens,  having  attained  a goodly  success  in  life. 

W.  J.  Pentecost,  our  subject,  remained  with 
his  parents,  assisting  his  father  in  the  latter's  nu- 
merous and  extensive  lumbering  and  farming  enter- 
prises until  his  marriage,  October  7,  1874,  to  Miss 
Anna  E.  Ames,  who  was  born  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, Wayne  county,  daughter  of  Henry  Ames, 
After  his  marriage  our  subject  became  a lum- 
ber contractor,  a business  which  he  continued  suc- 
cessfully for  five  years.  He  then  purchased  and 
occupied  at  Waymart  a farm  which  he  continued 
to  operate  for  eight  years.  He  then  began  to 
contract  lumber  for  the  Erie  railroad  which  he  has 
since  continued.  In  1887  he  removed  from  his  farm 
to  Forest  City,  where  he  now  resides,  one  of  its 
most  prosperous  and  prominent  citizens.  To  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Rena  N.,  wife  of  Edward  Horton,  a car- 
penter at  Forest  City : Archie  H.,  with  the  Hillside 
Iron  & Coal  Co. ; Earl  T.,  also  with  the  Hillside 
Iron  & Coal  Co. ; Edna  M.,  who  died  aged  three  and 
a half  years ; Inez  and  Hazel. 

For  the  past  fifteen  years  Mr.  Pentecost  has 
been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  served  as  street  commissioner  at  Waymart, 
Wayne  county,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Health  Commissioners.  He  has  erected  his  own 
tasty  and  commodious  home,  and  engages  in  general 
contracting.  He  is  a self-made  man,  modern  in  his 
ideas  and  methods,  and  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
men  in  Clifford  township. 

R.  NORTHRLTP,  a well-known  agriculturist 
of  Liberty  township,  Susquehanna  county,  was  born 
in  February,  1824,  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  a son  of  Will- 
iam and  Abigail  (Atwell)  Northrup.  The  father, 
who  was  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  grew  to  man- 
hood in  New  York  State,  and  after  his  marriage 
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made  his  home  in  Windsor  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1834.  The  mother  afterward  married 
Philo  Luce,  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  lived  in 
Liberty  township  until  she,  too,  was  called  to  her 
final  rest. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  family  of  five  sons,  all 
born  in  Windsor,  N.  Y.  (1)  Joel,  the  eldest,  married 
a lady  of  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he 
lived  and  died.  All  of  their  five  children  are  still 
living  in  that  county.  (2)  Harry,  born  in  1822,  came 
to  Susquehanna  county  when  a young  man  and  mar- 
ried Louisa  Stanford,  of  Liberty  township.  He 
cleared  and  improved  a farm  in  that  township,  near 
Lawsville,  where  he  died,  leaving  three  children — • 
Ruth  A.,  deceased  wife  of  Eugene  A'Vorden;  Char- 
lotte, deceased  wife  of  Lewis  Fish,  of  New  York; 
and  William  H.,  who  still  lives  on  his  father’s  old 
homestead.  (3)  Alvin  married  a Miss  Hance  and 
first  located  in  Kirkwood,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed 
the  shoe  trade,  but  spent  his  last  days  in  Bingham- 
ton. He  was  four  times  married,  but  left  only  one 
daughter,  who  was  born  of  the  third  union,  her 
mother  being  a Miss  Lewis,  of  Kirkwood.  (4)  Elias 
came  to  Susquehanna  county  with  his  brothers  and 
purchased  a tract  of  land  adjoining  that  of  our  sub- 
ject. Here  he  cleared  and  developed  a farm,  on 
which  he  spent  his  last  years.  He  married  Ruth  Wil- 
bur, who  belonged  to  an  old  family  of  Liberty  town- 
ship, and  to  them  were  born  three  children — Levi ; 
Ida,  who  first  married  Asa  Spalding,  of  Liberty 
township,  and  after  his  death  Frederick  Teal,  with 
whom  she  removed  to  the  State  of  Washington, 
where  she  died,  leaving  children  by  both  husbands ; 
and  Edward,  who  also  went  to  Washington. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  only  ten  years 
old  when  his  father  died,  but  he  remained  in  AVind- 
sor,  N.  Y.,  attending  school  until  eighteen  years  of 
age.  In  1842  he  came  to-  Susquehanna  county, 
Penn.,  and  worked  for  his  brother  Harry  for  a 
time.  In  1849,  he  married  Miss  Cordelia  Stanford, 
a daughter  of  Dr.  Stanford,  of  Liberty  township, 
and  they  began  housekeeping  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest,  where  he  purchased  a tract  of  wild  land,  to 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which  he  has 
since  devoted  his  time  and  attention.  His  first  home 
was  a small  frame  building'  which  is  still  standing, 
but  he  later  erected  a large  and  more  modern  resi- 
dence which  he  now  occupies.  He  has  also  built  two 
barns  and  made  many  other  improvements. 

Mr.  Northrup’s  first  wife  died  in  April,  1857. 
By  that  union  he  had  two  daughters — Ella  and  Abi- 
gail, but  the  latter  died  when  young.  Ella  mar- 
ried Israel  Luce,  and  they  now  reside  in  Pasadena, 
Cal.  They  have  one  son,  AVesley,  who  is  married 
and  lives  in  that  State.  In  November,  1857,  Mr. 
Northrup  married  Miss  Annie  Drake,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  and  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1886.  Five  children  were  born  to  them 
namely:  (1)  Anna,  born  in  1859,  married  John 
Madison,  who  died  leaving  two^  children — Cyn- 
thia and  Alva,  who  now  reside  with  our  sub- 
ject. For  her  second  husband  Anna  married 
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Henry  Miles,  of  Liberty  township,  by  whom 
she  has  three  children — Daisy,  Louis  and  Anna.  (2) 
Fannie,  born  in  October,  i860,  died  in  1886.  (3) 
John  W.,  born  in  April,  1862,  resides  at  home.  (4) 
William,  born  in  November,  1864,  in  Roxbury,  N. 
J.,  was  reared  in  Liberty  township,  and  now  has 
charge  of  his  father's  farm.  (5)  Martha,  born  in 
April,  1869,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Tennant,  of 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  one  son,  Delbert. 
Mr.  Northrup  was  again  married,  in  February,  1888, 
his  third  union  being  with  Mrs.  Jemima  Piggery, 
who  was  born  in  Staffordshire,  Lngland,  in  1841, 
and  when  only  two  years  old  was  brought  to  Amer- 
ica by  her  parents,  Thomas  and  Maria  (Moore) 
Davis,  who  located  in  Scranton,  Penn.  There  the 
father  was  superintendent  for  a number  of  years 
of  the  rolling  stock  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad  and  died  in  that  city.  He  left  a 
widow  and  four  children,  namely:  John,  who  is  now 
superintendent  of  the  Crown  Point  Iron  Ore  rail- 
road, of  New  York;  Sarah,  wife  of  David  Major,  of 
Harrisburg,  Penn.;  Jemima,  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  George,  who  died  in  Scranton  when  young. 
Mrs.  Davis,  the  mother  of  these  children,  later  mar- 
ried Tobias  Philpot  and  moved  to  Springfield,  111. 
For  her  first  husband,  Mrs.  Northrup  married  John 
Wilbur,  of  Scranton,  by  whom  she  had  three  chil- 
dren : William,  who  died  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ; 
May,  now  the  wife  of  William  McLeod,  of  Waverly, 
N.  Y. ; and  Blanch,  wife  of  Seymour  Detrick,  of 
Conklin,  N.  Y.  Our  subject  has  no  children  by  his 
last  wife. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Northrup  has 
always  been  a stalwart  Republican.  Religiously  he 
is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Lawsville,  and  his  life  has  ever  been  such  as  to 
commend  him  to  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

J.  F.  UTLEY.  Susquehanna  has  many  well- 
to-do  and  successful  farmers  who  have  been  the 
architects  of  their  own  fortunes,  and  have  budded 
wisely  and  well.  Among  these  is  the  subject  of  this 
personal  history,  who  through  his  own  unaided  ef- 
forts has  gained  a comfortable  competence  which 
now  enables  him  to  lay  aside  all  business  cares  and 
live  retired  at  his  pleasant  home  in  Clifford  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Utley  was  born  in  Lenox  township,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  November  16,  1830,  and  is  a son 
of  Lucius  and  Catherine  (Kennedy)  Utley,  who 
were  natives  of  Harford,  Conn.,  and  Wilkes  Barre, 
Penn.,  respectively,  and  were  married  in  the  latter 
city.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  the  father  com- 
menced work  in  the  lumber  woods  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
Penn.,  and  remained  there  until  later  in  life,  when 
he  came  to  Lenox  township,  Susquehanna  county, 
where  he  followed  farming  until  1884,  becoming  one 
of  the  best  and  most  extensive  agriculturists  of  the 
township.  He  attended  the  Baptist  Church,  and  as 
one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  his  community  he 
was  called  upon  to  fill  several  township  offices. 


His  last  days  were  spent  with  his  children  and  he 
died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Eliza  Os- 
terhous,  in  Dunmore,  Penn.,  June  11,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight  years  and  one  day.  His  wife 
was  born  in  1807,  and  died  in  Lenox  township, 
October  4,  1879.  Both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Clifford 
cemetery.  Their  children  were  as  follows : Sarah 
is  the  wife  of  George  Burdick,  tollgate  keeper  at 
Chinchilla,  Penn.;  James  K.  is  a farmer  of  Lenox 
township;  J.  F.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Cath- 
erine, deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Andrew  Halstead ; 
Eliza  A.  is  the  widow  of  William  Osterhous,  of 
Dunmore;  Steven  L.  is  a farmer  of  Wyoming 
county,  Penn. ; Lydia  is  the  wife  of  Marshall  Finn, 
a merchant  of  Dalton,  Penn. ; Charles  is  a farmer 
of  Lenoxville ; Mary  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Hal- 
stead, of  South  Dakota;  John  L.  is  a farmer  of 
Clifford  township ; H.  Linda  is  the  wife  of  N.  E. 
Gardner,  of  Clifford ; and  Adelia  D.  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Waderman,  an  extensive  farmer  of  South 
Dakota. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority  J.  F.  Utley  re- 
mained at  home  with  his  parents,  and  was  then  em- 
ployed for  one  year  as  brakeman  on  the  Pennsyl- 
vania railroad,  running  from  Pittston  to  Hawiey. 
The  following  two  years  were  spent  at  home,  and 
for  the  same  length  of  time  he  worked  for  othei 
farmers.  In  1855  he  located  upon  his  present  farm 
in  Clifford  township,  where  he  owns  eighty  acres 
of  excellent  land  which  he  has  placed  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  good  build- 
ings. His  straightforward  method  of  doing  busi- 
ness and  his  value  as  a member  of  the  community 
have  gained  him  a wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances, who  have  watched  his  career  with  in- 
terest and  are  not  slow  to  acknowledge  that  he  is 
deserving  of  all  the  good  that  has  fallen  to  him. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  served  as 
pathmaster,  but  lias  never  been  an  office-seeker. 

At  Clifford,  August  30,  1854,  Mr.  Utley  mar- 
ried Miss  Anna  J.  Tripp.  The  only  child  born  to 
them  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Utley  was  born  in  Clif- 
ford township,  May  25,  1834,  a daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Elizabeth  (Hodson)  Tripp.  The  father,  who 
was  a lifelong  resident  of  Clifford  township  and 
an  office  holder,  was  born  in  1813,  and  died  in 
February,  1887,  while  the  mother  was  born  Sep- 
tember 14,  1816,  and  died  in  February,  1897.  They 
were  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in  the  old 
Clifford  cemetery.  Their  children  were  Anna  J., 
wife  of  our  subject;  Sarah,  wife  of  Charles  Utley, 
of  Lenoxville,  Penn. ; Lydia  A.,  who  died  young ; 
and  Judson,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Clifford  township.  Mrs.  Utley's  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, Benjamin  Tripp,  a carpenter  by  trade,  came 
when  a young  man  to  Clifford  township  from  New 
York  State.  Later  in  life  he  returned  to  his  native 
State  to  do  some  work  and  died  there.  He  had 
a family  of  children  as  follows:  Isaac;  Milo; 

Benjamin;  William;  John;  James;  Eleanora,  wife 
of  Pardon  Stone ; and  Lydia,  who  died  when  a 
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young  lady.  Mrs.  Utleys  maternal  grandparents 
were  Stephen  and  Ann  (Forge)  Hodson,  natives  of 
England,  who  came  to  America  in  1821,  and  first 
located  near  Wilkes  Barre,  Penn.  A few  years  later 
the  grandfather  purchased  a farm  in  Clifford  town- 
ship, Susquehanna  county,  upon  which  he  and  his 
wife  spent  their  remaining  days.  Their  children 
were  Jemima,  wife  of  Dennis  Kelly;  Jane,  wife  of 
Stephen  Diver ; Elizabeth,  mother  of  Mrs.  Utley , 
and  James. 

G.  N.  BENNETT.  As  a farmer,  merchant  and 
mill-owner  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a prominent 
business  man  of  Glenwood,  Susquehanna  county, 
has  rapidly  developed  ability  and  won  success.  He 
is  yet  a comparatively  young  man,  whose  mind  is 
directed  to  future  achievements  rather  than  to  the 
past  or  present. 

Mr.  Bennett’s  father  is  a well-known  farmer, 
his  grandfather  was  a noted  pioneer,  and  his  great- 
grandfather, James  Bennett,  was  one  of  the  first 
comers  in  Gibson  township,  Susquehanna  county. 
He  was  born  about  1765,  it  is  thought  in  Connecti- 
cut, but  had  lived  in  Newburg,  N.  Y.  He  married 
Margaret  Bush  and  in  1802  came  to  Gibson  town- 
ship, purchasing  a tract  of  300  acres  at  what  is  now 
Union  Hill,  upon  which  John  Belcher  had  made  a 
small  improvement.  Here  he  lived  until  his  death,  in 
1847,  when  aged  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Their  children  were : 
Charles;  Luke,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject; 
Rachel,  who  married  Stephen  Righter,  of  Thomp- 
son township,  Susquehanna  county;  John;  Loren 
G. ; and  Julia,  who  married  William  Roper,  of  Gib- 
son township. 

Luke  Bennett,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Gibson  townshio.  He  married  Calista 
Tingley,  who  was  born  in  1807,  daughter  of  Darius 
and  Sabra  (Yeomans)  Tingley,  pioneers  of  Harford 
township,  and  soon  after  his  marriage  he  purchased 
100  acres  of  wild  land  in  Lenox  township,  cleared 
a site  for  a cabin  and  diligently  began  the  arduous 
labors  of  clearing  the  land.  He  cut  the  timber  from 
sixty  acres  and  lived  on  the  farm  thus  created  until 
his  death,  when  aged  seventy-nine  years.  His  wife 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Their  children 
were:  Sabra,  who  died  young;  Julia  A.,  who  mar- 
ried S.  M.  Harding,  of  Shell  Rock,  Butler  county, 
Iowa;  Joseph  T.,  father  of  our  subject;  Jane,  wife 
of  Alonzo  Payne,  of  Lenox  township ; Calistra,  wife 
of  P.  R.  Phillips,  of  Lenox  township ; Luke,  who 
died  at  Tunkhannock;  Huldah,  wife  of  David  Bon- 
ner, of  Eaton  township,  Wyoming  county,  Penn. ; 
and  Adelaide,  who  died  young. 

Joseph  T.  Bennett,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  March  11,  1831,  in  Gibson  township,  and 
at  the  age  of  three  years  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Lenox  township.  He  engaged  in  lumbering  in 
his  youth  and  married  Angeline  Marcy,  a native  of 
Lenox  township,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Esther 
(Phillips)  Marcy,  granddaughter  of  John  and  Jane 
(Hartley)  Marcy  and  of  Noah  and  Rachel  (Dick- 


son) Phillips,  and  the  great-granddaughter  of  Will- 
iam Hartley.  Simon  Marcy  was  a native  of  Nichol- 
son, Wyoming  county.  To  Joseph  T.  and  Angeline 
Bennett  were  born  the  following  children : Eugene, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  C.  D.,  who 
married  E.  Benjamin,  of  Lenox  township;  Mary, 
who  died  young;  G.  N.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Derusha,  who  married  Meretta  Voke,  of  Monsey,  N. 
Y. ; Josephine  and  Samuel,  at  home;  and  William, 
who  married  Dora  Bell,  of  Lenox  township.  Joseph 
T.  Bennett  has  been  a lifelong  and  prosperous 
farmer  of  Lenox  township.  He  is  a Republican  in 
politics,  casting  his  first  vote  in  1856  for  John  C. 
Fremont.  He  has  held  many  local  offices  and  is 
a prominent  Mason,  active  in  Grange  work,  and  one 
of  the  most  representative  farmers  of  the  township. 

G.  N.  Bennett,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Lenox 
township,  June  10, 1859.  Hereceived  a good  common- 
school  education,  and  remained  at  home  until  he 
attained  his  majority.  He  began  life  for  himself 
on  a farm,  first  renting  a place  and  buying  a little 
later.  ITe  was  married,  in  Lenox  township,  to 
Sarah  M.  Bell,  daughter  of  Galusha  and  Zitsa 
(Smith)  Bell,  of  Lenox  township.  Mr.  Bennett  first 
purchased  54  acres  of  land  in  Lenox  township.  Four 
years  later  lie  sold  it  and  in  1893  purchased  the  tan- 
nery farm  of  174  acres,  one-half  of  which  is  improved. 
For  five  years  Mr.  Bennett  operated  this  farm,  also 
conducting  for  three  years  of  the  time  a grocery  and 
engaging  in  general  da'ry  farming.  His  farm  he 
then  leased  to  his  brother,  William  G.  Bennett,  and 
the  same  year,  1898,  he  purchased  the  gristmill 
and  sawmill  at  Glenwood  and  forty-five  acres  of 
land.  He  also  purchased  the  store  building  and  its 
contents  from  Galusha  A.  Grow,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising.  He  is  an  active 
Republican  in  politics,  and  has  served  as  township 
treasurer.  In  1898  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Glenwood.  He  is  a prominent  Granger,  and  at  one 
time  was  active  in  Odd  Fellow  work  at  Nicholson. 
He  is  a young  man  of  unusual  business  energy  and 
ability,  and  is  meeting  with  deserved  success. 

JOHN  J.  COURSEN,  who  for  over  a half 
century  has  been  actively  identified  with  the  lum- 
ber and  agricultural  interests  of  Pike  county,  and  is 
numbered  among  her  useful  and  valuable  citizens, 
was  born  in  Sussex  county,  N.  J.,  September  13, 
1822. 

Allen  Coursen,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a na- 
tive of  the  same  county,  born  July  23,  1792,  and 
there  spent  his  entire  life  engaged  in  the  occupation 
of  farming.  On  June  6,  1816,  he  married  Miss 
Lucy  Ayres,  who  was  also  born  in  Sussex  county, 
I\.  j.,  May  18,  1794,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  four  children,  namely : Harriet  Amelia,  born  May 
6,  1817,  died  October  25,  1821  ; Joseph  Linn,  born 
July  29,  1818,  resided  in  Sussex  county  but  is  now 
deceased ; John  J.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth ; and 
Allen  Nixon,  born  March  12,  1824,  married  Caroline 
Buck  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Sussex  county. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  the  father  was  again 
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married,  May  31,  1826,  his  second  union  being  with 
Phoebe  Roy,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Phoebe 
Elizabeth,  born  April  8,  1827,  died  November  23, 
1830. 

As  soon  as  old  enough  to  be  of  any  assistance 
John  J.  Coursen  commenced  to  help  his  father  in 
the  labors  of  the  home  farm,  and  during  his  youth 
he  also  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which,  on 
attaining  his  majority,  he  secured  employment,  con- 
tinuing to  follow  the  same  in  connection  with  other 
work  for  thirty  years.  In  1845  he  came  with  his 
father  to  Shohola  township,  Pike  county,  where  they 
purchased  1300  acres  of  wood  land  near  the  Brink 
Ponds  and  engaged  in  lumbering,  erecting  the  first 
sawmill  in  the  locality,  the  ruins  of  which  are  still 
to  be  seen.  Our  subject  still  owns  300  acres  of  land, 
much  of  which  is  covered  with  a line  growth  of 
timber,  and  in  the  winter  still  continues  to  engage 
in  lumbering  and  in  the  operation  of  a sawmill.  Pie 
has  about  sixty  acres  of  land  under  cultivation  and 
to  agricultural  pursuits  he  devotes  his  energies  dur- 
ing the  summer  months.  Politically  he  is  a stanch 
supporter  of  the  Democracy,  and  he  has  held  the 
offices  of  justice  of  the  peace  fifteen  years  and  town- 
ship auditor,  and  also  been  a member  of  the  elec- 
tion board  for  a number  of  years.  In  ail  the  relations 
of  life  he  has  been  found  true  and  faithful  to  every 
trust  reposed  in  him,  and  has  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

On  December  12,  1846,  in  Shohola  township, 
Mr.  Coursen  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Margaret  E.  Middaugh,  who  was  born  February  14, 
1827,  a daughter  of  Levi  and  Margaret  (Van  Akin) 
Middaugh,  and  the  following  children  blessed  this 
union:  Levi,  born  June  28,  1847,  is  deceased;  Mary 
J.,  born  November  4,  1848;  Harriette  P.,  born  Oc- 
tober 28,  1850;  Georgiana  A.,  born  November  13, 
1852,  Edward  H.,  born  December  4,  1854,  and  Brad- 
ner  W.,  born  November  6,  1856,  are  all  deceased; 
Almyra  A.,  born  July  4,  1859,  is  the  widow  of  Wal- 
ter Jacobus  and  resides  with  her  parents;  Allen  J., 
born  November  23,  1861,  is  somewhat  of  a rover ; he 
married  in  the  West,  and  is  now  one  of  the  gold  seek- 
ers in  Alaska;  Ida  M.,  born  April  13,  1864,  is  the 
wife  of  Michael  Ryan,  of  Lackawaxen  township, 
Pike  county;  Phoebe  E.,  born  September  8,  1866, 
is  employed  in  New  York  City ; Ellen  M.,  born  No- 
vember 22,  1869,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Le  Bay,  of  New 
York  City;  and  Lotta  A.,  born  May  11,  1872,  is  the 
wife  of  Alfred  Hoar,  of  the  same  place. 

THEODORE  CORRELL,  a valued  and  highly 
esteemed  agriculturist  of  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  owns  two  good  farms  aggregating  eightv- 
four  acres,  which  are  under  excellent  culture  and 
well  improved.  The  buildings  are  of  a neat  and  sub- 
stantial character,  and  betoken  thrift  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Correll  was  born  December  3,  1840,  in 
Sterling  township,  Wayne  Co.,  Penn.,  a son  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Dorothy  M.  (Deitrick)  Correll,  the 
former  born  in  New  York  State,  of  American  par- 
entage, the  latter  born  in  New  Jersey,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania German  ancestry.  At  an  early  day  they  be- 


came residents  of  Wayne  county,  where  the  father 
followed  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  died  in  1886,  aged  fifty-four  years,  his 
wife  in  June,  1885,  aged  fifty-three,  and  their  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Howetown  cemetery,  Ster- 
ling township.  In  religious  faith  they  were  Pres- 
byterians, and  in  political  sentiment,  he  was  a stal- 
wart Republican,  being  elected  on  that  ticket  to  sev- 
eral local  offices  of  honor  and  trust.  Their  children 
were  Hannah,  deceased  wife  of  John  Kipp;  Will- 
iam, deceased,  who  married  Caroline  Bartlow ; 
George,  deceased,  who  married  Catherine  Spellins ; 
Benjamin,  deceased,  who  married  Matilda  Hays; 
Irvin,  section  superintendent  of  a railroad  in  Iowa, 
who  married  for  his  first  wife  Ann  Hays,  and  for  his 

second  Mary  ; Mary,  deceased  wife  of  John 

Smalley ; Alexander,  who  married  Rosilla  Enslin 
and  is  baggage  master  at  Hawley,  Penn. ; Emaline, 
deceased  wife  of  Joseph  M.  Carlton;  Elias,  who 
married  Mary , and  is  a railroad  conductor  re- 

siding in  Chicago,  111. ; and  Theodore,  of  this  sketch. 

Cntil  seventeen  years  of  age  Theodore  Correll 
remained  under  the  parental  roof,  and  then  worked 
among  neighboring  farmers  until  February  22,  1864, 
when  he  joined  the  boys  in  blue,  going  to  the  de- 
fense of  his  country  as  a member  of  Company  D, 
1 2th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Kellogg. 
He  enlisted  at  Easton,  Penn.,  and  was  principally 
engaged  in  fighting  guerillas  around  Winchester  and 
through  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He  was  never 
wounded,  and  when  the  war  was  over,  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Philadelphia,  July  22,  1865.  Re- 
turning to  Pike  county,  where  he  had  previously 
worked,  he  purchased  a farm  of  seventy-five  acres  in 
Greene  township,  paying  $1,100  for  the  same,  but  in 
1876  he  sold  it  and  removed  to  his  present  home- 
stead, where  he  is  meeting  with  a merited  success  in 
his  farming  operations. 

On  August  22,  1861,  in  Greene  township,  Mr. 
Correll  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Kyser,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Minnie,  now  the  wife  of  D.  S.  Dunning, 
a railroad  conductor  of  Blue  Island,  111. ; Hat- 
tie, wife  of  Oscar  Huston,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  in  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; Alice, 
wife  of  William  Swepeniser,  a laborer  of  Greene 
township;  George,  who  married  Lillie  Connelly 
and  is  engaged  in  farming*  in  Greene  township ; 
Dora,  wife  of  James  Beisecker,  a merchant  of 
Parkside,  Monroe  Co.,  Penn. ; Maggie,  wife  of 
William  Lee,  a weaver  in  a woolen  mill  at  Fersake, 
N.  J. ; and  Altha  and  Lila,  both  at  home. 

Mrs.  Correll  was  born  in  Greene  township,  Pike 
county,  in  1845,  and  is  a daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Rebecca  (Akers)  Kyser,  the  former  a native  of 
Germany,  the  latter  of  Dreher  township,  Wayne 
Co.,  Penn.  The  father,  who  was  a sash  maker  by 
trade,  became  a resident  of  Wayne  county  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years,  but  after  his  marriage  locat- 
ed in  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  died  in  1887,  aged  eighty-four 
years,  his  wife  in  1888,  aged  eighty-two,  and  both 
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were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Moravian  cemetery,  having 
held  membership  in  the  Moravian  Church.  Their 

children  were  Charles,  deceased,  who  married 

Dutter;  Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Adeniga  Drake; 
Julia,  wife  of  Tunis  Smith;  Morinda,  who  was  twice 
married,  being  now  the  widow  of  J.  W.  Forney,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Harrisburg,  Fenn.,  and  editor 
of  a newspaper  at  that  place;  Robert  A.,  who  was  in 
the  army  and  is  now  a mail  carrier  of  Keokuk,  Iowa ; 
and  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  our  subject. 

For  twenty  years  Mr.  Correll  was  a member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  at 
present  is  not  connected  with  that  fraternity.  He  is, 
however,  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  of 
Newfoundland,  Penn.,  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  is  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  His  fellow  citizens  recognizing  his 
worth  and  ability  have  often  called  him  to  public  of- 
fice, and  he  has  most  efficiently  served  as  supervisor, 
school  director,  poor  master  and  constable.  In  1888 
he  was  elected  a commissioner  of  Pike  county,  and 
in  1891  was  re-elected,  serving  in  all  six  years  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

CHRISTIAN  GRIMM,  a retired  farmer  and 
honored  citizen  of  Greene  township,  Pike  county, 
was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  April  10,  1832,  and  is 
a son  of  Christian  and  Christianna  (Deitz)  Grimm, 
farming  people,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Prus- 
sia. The  father  was  born  in  1807,  and  died  in  1883, 
while  the  mother  was  born  in  1801,  and  died  in  1876. 
Their  children  were : Mary,  who  wedded  Henry 

Diftner,  and  died  in  Germany ; Christian,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Charles,  who  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Germany ; Hannah,  wife  of  Henry 
Basslette,  and  a resident  of  Barrett  township,  Mon- 
roe county;  Caroline,  wife  of  John  Summers,  a 
farmer  of  Monroe  county ; and  Christianna,  wife  of 
Christian  Fisher,  of  Germany. 

Amid  rural  pursuits  Christian  Grimm  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and  he  remained  upon  the  home  farm, 
aiding  in  its  work  until  he  left  the  Fatherland  in 
1852,  bound  for  the  United  States.  On  reaching  this 
country  he  located  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county, 
and  obtained  employment  in  a tannery  at  Ledge- 
dale,  Wayne  county,  where  he  remained  for  a year 
and  nine  months.  The  following'  year  he  worked 
for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  railroad, 
and  then  purchased  a farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Greene 
township,  paying  for  the  same  $200.  He  at  once  be- 
gan to  clear  and  improve  the  place,  but  at  the  end 
of  seven  years  sold  it  and  bought  a tract  of  ninetv 
acres,  which  he  disposed  of  two  years  later.  His 
next  purchase  consisted  of  fifty-six  acres  of 
wild  land,  for  which  he  paid  $650,  but  his  untiring 
industry,  perseverance  and  enterprise  have  trans- 
formed it  into  one  of  the  best  farms  of  Greene  town- 
ship. He  is  now  living  retired,  however,  enjoying  a 
rest  which  he  so  richly  deserves. 

In  1854,  at  Tannersville,  Penn.,  Mr.  Grimm 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Erback, 


a native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  who  died  in  1862,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  years.  Her  parents,  Val- 
entine and  Margaret  Erback,  came  to  America  in 
1853,  and  in  1855  took  up  their  residence  in  Greene 
township,  Pike  county,  where  the  father  engaged 
in  farming.  By  this  union  Mr.  Grimm  had  two 
children : M.  Caroline,  now  the  wife  of  Edward 

Oppelt,  a farmer  and  butcher  of  Newfoundland, 
Penn. ; and  J.  Christian,  who  married  Morilla  Fer- 
ris, and  is  engineer  in  the  mines  at  Dunmore,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

On  March  19,  1863,  Mr.  Grimm  married  Miss 
Jane  Kendrew,  by  whom  he  has  three  children : 
Edward,  a farmer  of  Greentown,  Pike  county,  who 
married  Gertrude  Brink ; William  W.,  who  married 
Emma  E.  Rhorbacker,  and  now  operates  his  father’s 
farm ; and  Ella  A.,  wife  of  Herbert  FI.  Eberling,  a 
farmer  of  Greene  township.  Mrs.  Grimm  was  born 
in  Quebec,  England,  August  23,  1843,  a daughter 
of  William  and  Christianna  (Colley)  Kendrew,  na- 
tives of  England,  who  came  to  America  in  Febru- 
ary, 1844,  and  located  in  Covington  township,  Lu- 
zerne Co.,  Penn.,  now  Lackawanna  county,  remain- 
ing there  until  called  from  this  life.  The  father, 
who  was  a carpenter  and  farmer  by  occupation, 
died  in  February,  1888,  aged  seventy-seven  years, 
and  the  mother  departed  this  life  in  September, 
1891,  aged  seventy-seven,  the  remains  of  both  being 
interred  in  Madison  township,  Lackawanna  county. 
The  children  born  to  them  were : Ella,  deceased 

wife  of  Frederick  Womebacker;  Christopher,  de- 
ceased, who  married  Lavina  Westcott;  John,  a 
farmer  of  Phillips  county,  Kan.,  who  married 
(first)  Lettie  Sayers,  and  (second)  Anna  Schoon- 
over; Jane,  wife  of  our  subject;  Hannah,  deceased, 
who  married  (first)  James  Westcotte,  and  after  his 
death  his  cousin,  George  Westcotte;  Elizabeth 
wife  of  George  W.  Beisecker,  of  Freytown,  Lack- 
awanna county;  and  William  T.,  who  married  Letta 
Haden  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Madison 
township,  Lackawanna  county. 

In  September,  1862,  at  Milford,  Pike  county, 
Mr.  Grimm  enlisted  in  Company  B,  151st  P.  V.  I., 
under  Capt.  Mott,  for  nine  months,  and  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville,  Fredericksburg 
and  Gettysburg.  His  term  having  expired,  he  re- 
turned home  July  27,  1863,  but  a few  months  later 
was  drafted  and  had  to  pay  $300  for  a substitute, 
being  compelled  to'  borrow  the  money  to  do  so. 
Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  the  Grand  Army 
Post  at  Newfoundland,  Penn. ; the  Masonic  Lodge, 
F.  & 'A.  M.,  at  Moscow;  and  the  Grange;  while 
religiously  lie  belonged  to  the  Moravian  Church. 
He  was  naturalized  at  Honesdale,  in  1857,  and  cast 
his  first  vote  for  James  Buchanan,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  a pronounced  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics. He  has  served  as  inspector  of  elections,  over- 
seer of  the  poor  two  years,  and  collector  three 
years,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  general  pub- 
lic. He  came  to  this  country  with  the  hope  of  bene- 
fitting  his  financial  condition,  and  his  dreams  of  the 
future  have  been  realized,  for  he  is  to-day  one  of  the 
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well-to-do  and  prosperous  citizens  of  Greene  town- 
ship, and  the  success  that  he  has  achieved  is  due 
entirely  to  his  own  unaided  efforts,  sound  judg- 
ment and  good  business  ability. 

E.  F.  LOW,  a manufacturer  of  lumber,  and 
proprietor  of  a stick  factory  known  as  Low  Mills, 
m Greene  township,  is  one  of  the  younger  repre- 
sentatives of  the  business  interests  of  Pike  county, 
but  his  ability,  enterprise  and  upright  methods  have 
already  established  for  him  an  enviable  reputation. 

Mr.  Low  is  a native  of  Kellersville,  Monroe 
Co.,  Penn.,  and  a son  of  Charles  M.  and  Rachel  S. 
(Keller)  Low,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere. 
On  leaving  the  parental  roof,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  he  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  lum- 
ber on  his  own  account,  and  for  two  years  operated 
a water-mill.  His  present  mill,'  erected  by  Krane, 
Kellogg  & Co.,  in  the  spring  of  1885,  is  of  eighty- 
five  horse-power  and  is  run  by  steam,  having  a 
capacity  of  15,000  feet  of  lumber  per  day.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  manufacture  of  sawed  lumber,  he  also 
makes  120  gross  of  umbrella  and  parasol  sticks 
daily,  and  furnishes  employment  to  ten  men.  His 
landed  possessions  consists  of  425  acres  of  valuable 
timber  land,  and  he  has  become  an  important  factor 
in  the  business  circles  of  his  community,  his  popu- 
larity being  well  deserved,  as  in  him  are  embraced 
the  characteristics  of  an  unbending  integrity,  una- 
bated energy  and  industry  that  never  flags.  His 
political  support  is  always  given  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  party. 

On  December  21,  1886,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  Mr.  Low 
was  married  to  Miss  Minnie  Kramer,  and  to  them 
has  been  born  a son,  Russell  E. 

Charles  Kramer,  Mrs.  Low’s  father,  a well- 
known  general  farmer  of  Greene  township,  was  born 
in  Baden,  Germany,  May  30,  1841,  and  is  a son  of 
John  and  Martha  (Huthsmith)  Kramer,  also  na- 
tives of  Baden.  His  father  was  a traveling  sales- 
man and  inspector  of  minerals,  who  contracted  yel- 
low fever  in  South  Africa,  and  died  on  his  return 
home  in  November,  1849,  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years.  The  mother,  with  her  four  sons  and  one 
daughter,  came  to  America  January  28,  1853,  and 
located  in  Newark,  N.  T.,  where  she  had  a brother 
living,  but  after  a short  time  spent  at  that  place  she 
came  to  Greene  township,  Pike  Co.,  Penn.,  where 
she  died  in  December,  1897,  aged  seventy-seven 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Llopedale  cemetery,  Wayne 
county.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  five  chil- 
dren : Anthony,  a sawyer  of  Williamsport,  Penn., 

who  married  Clarissa  Gouse ; Charles,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Low;  Joseph,  a hotel  man  of  Reading,  Penn., 
who  married  Bertha  Radisader ; Theodore,  a sta- 
tionary engineer  of  Williamsport,  Penn.,  who  mar- 
ried Anna  Gouse ; and  Bertha,  wife  of  Henry 
Heberling,  a farmer  of  Greene  township,  Pike  coun- 
ty. For  her  second  husband  the  mother  married 
George  Summers,  who  died  in  November,  1885,  and 
by  this  union  she  had  two  children : George,  who 
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married  Lena  Lange,  and  is  a stone  mason  at  Ger- 
man Flats,  Penn.;  and  France,  who  married  Ellis 
Gumbel  and  is  a merchant  at  Newfoundland,  Penn. 
Mrs.  Low's  great-grandfather,  Charles  Kramer,  was 
a farmer,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Baden,  Ger- 
many, and  became  quite  well-to-do  by  speculating 
during  the  Russian  war.  He  had  three  sons  in 
rliat  struggle,  and  one  of  them  captured  the  copper 
medal  man  of  note. 

Crossing  the  Atlantic  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years,  Mrs.  Low’s  father  located  upon  his  present 
farm  March  8,  1853,  working  upon  that  place  for 
seven  years  for  Hyronimus  Rohrbacker,  from 
whom  he  purchased  fifty  acres,  paying  $1,300  for 
the  same.  To  the  original  tract  he  has  added  until 
he  now  has  1 1 5 acres,  including  thirty  acres  of  the 
finest  woodland  to  be  found  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  His  present  comfortable  home  was  erected 
in  1893. 

On  May  7,  1866,  Mr.  Kramer  was  married,  in 
Greene  township,  to  Miss  Minnie  Angenstein,  also 
a native  of  Baden,  and  they  have  become  the  parents 
of  five  children:  Hattie,  now  the  wife  of  Charles 

Ives,  a farmer  and  huckster  of  Madisonville,  Penn. ; 
Emma,  wife  of  Marvin  Smith,  who  is  clerking  in  a 
store  in  Houcktown,  Penn. ; Minnie,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward F.  Low,  of  this  sketch ; Albert,  deceased ; and 
Arthur,  at  home. 

On  September  21,  1864,  during  the  Civil  war 
Mr.  Kramer  enlisted  in  Company  N,  198th  P.  V . L, 
under  Capt.  Rafuss,  of  Easton,  Penn.,  and  partici- 
pated in  various  engagements,  including  the  battles 
of  Hatcher’s  Run  and  the  Weldon  Railroad.  At 
Hatcher’s  Run  a minie  ball  struck  his  gun,  glanced 
and  injured  his  left  thumb,  rendering  it  useless. 
Soon  afterward,  May  24,  1865,  he  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Harrisburg,  Penn.,  and  returned 
home.  He  is  now  a member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  for  the 
past  thirty  years  has  been  a member  of  the  Mora- 
vian Church.  He  has  been  honored  with  a number 
of  official  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  hav- 
ing been  school  director  for  the  past  eighteen  years, 
school  treasurer,  poormaster  and  poor  treasurer  for 
fifteen  years,  and  constable  for  two  years. 

JAMES  A.  NIPERT,  one  of  Pike  county's 
most  energetic  and  enterprising  business  men,  is  the 
junior  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Albert 
'Nipert  & Son,  manufacturers  of  umbrella  and  para- 
sol sticks,  toys  and  lumber,  who  have  in  successful 
operation  three  mills,  twO'  in  Pike  county,  located 
at  Coreytown  and  German  Valley,  and  the  other  at 
Canadensis,  Monroe  county.  Integrity,  activity 
and  energy  have  been  the  crowning  points  of  their 
success,  and  the  business  which  they  carry  on  has 
become  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  25,  1861,  in 
Tobyhanna,  Monroe  county,  a son  of  Albert  and 
Mary  (Kegan)  Nipert.  The  father  is  a native  of 
Germany,  born  June  3,  1836,  but  in  1843  he  was 
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brought  to  America  by  his  parents,  F rederick  and 
Margaret  Nipert,  who  took  up  their  residence  in 
Tobyhanna.  Albert  was  the  eldest  of  their  five 
children,  the  others  being  Augusta,  who  married  A. 
Hammerman  and  both  died  in  America ; Anna,  who 
died  unmarried  in  Germany ; William,  a sawyer,  of 
Tobyhanna,  who  married  Kate  Miller;  and  Gustav, 
who  married  Maggie  Erbauck,  and  is  a millwright 
and  chief  engineer  in  Tobyhanna.  The  father  of 
these  children,  who  was  a cabinet-maker  by  trade, 
died  in  Tobyhanna,  in  i860,  aged  sixty-two  years, 
and  the  mother  departed  this  life  at  the  same  place, 
in  1870,  aged  sixty- four. 

Albert  Nipert  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
cabinet-maker’s  trade  with  his  father,  and  after 
coming  to  this  country  they  tramped  through  Ohio, 
and  also  stopped  at  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  in  search  of 
work,  but  finally  returned  to  Mt.  Pocono  Forks, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.,  and  later  located  at  Tobyhanna, 
where  they  found  employment.  There  Albert 
Nipert  was  flagman  on  a gravel  train  during  the 
construction  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & West- 
ern railroad,  and  on  leaving  Tobyhanna  removed  to 
Marshville,  Wayne  county,  where  he  had  charge  of 
a lumber  mill  for  S.  Kissler  for  one  year.  The  fol- 
lowing two  years  he  spent  in  Pequaming,  Mich., 
as  millwright  for  Charles  Hebard,  but  in  August, 
1883,  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Greene  township,  Pike  county,  where 
he  purchased  a farm  from  Louis  R.  Smith.  In 
connection  with  its  operation  he  also  followed  car- 
pentering, and  in  April,  1887,  embarked  in  his 
present  business  at  German  Valley,  in  partnership 
with  George  H.  Lancaster,  but  nine  months  later 
his  son  James  A.  purchased  Mr.  Lancaster’s  in- 
terest, and  this  business  has  since  been  successfully 
conducted  under  the  firm  style  of  Albert  Nipert  & 
Son.  While  a resident  of  Tobyhanna  he  served  as 
school  director  and  poormaster,  but  of  late  years 
has  given  his  attention  exclusively  to  his  business 
interests. 

In  1858,  at  Scranton,  Penn.,  Albert  Nipert  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Kegan,  who  was  born  in 
County  Mayo,  Ireland,  August  18,  1836,  and  came 
with  her  brother  to  the  United  States  in  1855,  lo- 
cating- in  Scranton.  Her  parents,  and 

Mary  (McCann)  Kegan,  also  natives  of  Ireland, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  in  i860,  and  spent  their  re- 
maining years  in  Scranton,  Penn.  Their  children 
were:  Mary,  the  mother  of  our  subject;  James, 

a miner,  of  Pittston,  Penn. ; Patrick,  who  died  in 
Scranton ; Martin,  a blacksmith,  of  that  place ; 
Michael,  a soldier  in  the  regular  army,  who  returned 
to  Ireland ; Bridget,  who  died  unmarried  in  Scran- 
ton ; and  John,  who  was  killed  on  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  & Western  railroad  at  Scranton.  The 
children  born  to  Albert  and  Mary  (Keegan)  Nipert 
were  as  follows : Frederick,  who  was  drowned  at 

Tobyhanna;  James  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;. 
Mary  J.,  wife  of  Daniel  Bartleson,  of  Potter  coun- 
ty, Penn. ; Augusta,  wife  of  George  Kelly,  of  Pot- 
ter county;  Albert  G.,  who  married  Minnie  Emory 


and  lives  in  Austin,  Penn. ; and  Charles  F.,  who  re- 
sides with  our  subject.  The  mother,  who  was  a 
devout  Catholic,  died  March  18,  1894,  and  was 
buried  in  Albright  cemetery.  The  father  is  still 
living  and  holds  membership  in  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

For  nine  years  James  A.  Nipert  worked  at 
cabinet-making  with  his  father,  and  then  went  to 
Pequaming,  Mich.,  where  he  was  employed  as  mill- 
wright in  the  construction  of  a shingle  mill,  and 
as  stationary  engineer  for  the  same  firm  for  two 
years,  joining  his  father  in  Pennsylvania,  he 
worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  the  following 
two  years,  and  then  returned  to  Pequaming,  Mich., 
in  1886,  where  he  was  again  employed  as  a mill- 
wright and  also  operated  an  electric  light  plant 
until  1889.  That  year  he  returned  to  Pike  county, 
Penn.,  and  became  associated  with  his  father  in  Ins 
present  business,  paying  Mr.  Lancaster  $4,050  for 
his  interest  in  the  same.  By  fair  and  honorable 
dealing  they  have  built  up  an  excellent  trade,  and 
have  secured  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  they  have  come  in  contact  either  in  business 
or  social  life.  Religiously  our  subject  is  a Cath- 
olic, and  politically  is  a stalwart  Democrat. 

On  June  23,  1887,  at  Pequaming,  Mich.,  James 
A.  Nipert  was  married  to  Miss  Eugenia  Davis,  by 
whom  he  has  three  children : Theron  A.,  Gelora 

and  William.  Mrs.  Nipert  was  bom  in  Detroit, 
Mich.,  in  1863,  a daughter  of  Theron  and  Anna 
(Hart)  Davis,  the  former  a native  of  Connecticut, 
the  latter  of  Ireland.  They  now  make  their  home 
in  Pequaming,  Mich.,  where  Mr.  Davis  is  employed 
as  a stationary  engineer. 

LOUIS  CHATILLON,  proprietor  of  the  “Lake 
View  Hotel”  of  Dingman  township,  is  one  of  the 
prominent  young  men  of  Pike  county,  a leader  in 
business  and  political  circles.  Whether  in  public 
or  private  life  he  is  always  a courteous,  genial  gen- 
tleman, well  deserving  the  high  regard  in  which 
he  is  held.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed  upon 
his  present  farm,  his  birth  occurring  there  October 
20,  1865. 

Mathew  Chatillon,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Belfort,  France,  February  24,  1810,  and 
died  on  the  home  farm  in  Dingman  township,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1896.  On  coming  to  the  New  World  he 
first  located  in  New  York  City,  and  for  some  time 
conducted  a hotel  on  Leonard  street,  near  Broad- 
way, the  site  being  now  occupied  by  large  business 
houses.  The  hotel  was  mainly  patronized  by  sea 
captains,  sailors  and  emigrants,  and  he  was  often 
compelled  to  place  twenty-five  people  in  one  room 
during  his  busy  season.  As  early  as  1836  he  pur- 
chased his  farm  in  Pike  county,  but  did  not  locate 
thereon  until  i860.  In  1875  he  extended  the  boun- 
daries of  his  farm  until  it  comprised  300  acres,  and 
erected  thereon  a hotel  containing  thirty-five  rooms. 
A beautiful  lake  covering  twelve  acres  has  been 
added  to  the  place,  it  being  made  by  our  subject  in 
1888.  It  is  now  well  stocked  with  trout  and  a gen- 
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eral  assortment  of  fish.  When  the  father  purchased 
the  land  it  was  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness,  only 
five  acres  having  been  cleared,  and  it  was  no  un- 
common occurrence  to  see  a deer  enter  the  garden 
and  eat  the  cabbage,  or  to  have  the  bears  come  to 
the  house  in  search  of  food.  Although  the  place 
still  retains  enough  of  its  wild  picturesqueness  to 
make  it  an  attractive  summer  resort,  many  acres 
have  been  cleared  and  placed  under  a high  state  of 
cultivation.  Mathew  Chatillon  was  the  only  one 
of  his  family  to  come  to  America,  and  in  his  adopted 
land  he  made  a host  of  warm  friends,  who  appre- 
ciated his  sterling  worth  and  many  excellencies  of 
character.  Socially  he  was  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity.  He  was  married  in  New  York 
City,  in  1848,  to  Miss  Sophia  Vodack,  who  died  in 
March,  1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  and  was 
buried  in  Milford  cemetery.  The  children  born  of 
this  union  were  Louise,  now  the  wife  of  Louis 
Goville,  a farmer  of  Dingman  township ; Emma, 
Jennie,  Josie,  Alford,  all  at  home;  and  Louis,  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Louis  Chatillon  has  continued  to  reside  upon 
the  home  farm,  and  since  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
has  managed  the  hotel.  He  recently  purchased  the 
estate  from  the  other  heirs,  and  is  now  conducting 
a first-class  French  hotel,  which  is  filled  each  sum- 
mer by  seamen  and  prominent  French  families  of 
New  York  City.  The  Democratic  party  always  finds 
in  him  a stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he 
has  been  called  upon  to  fill  nearly  all  the  township 
offices.  In  1895  he  was  elected  jury  commissioner 
of  Pike  county  for  a term  of  three  years,  and  in 
1898,  at  this  writing,  is  running  for  sheriff.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows. 

On  December  25,  1893,  at  Middletown,  N.  Y., 
Mr.  Chatillon  was  married  to  Miss  Susie  Pitney, 
and  to  them  was  born  one  child,  Mathew,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  Chatillon  was  born  in  Dingman's 
Ferry,  Pike  county,  in  1874,  a daughter  of  Mitchell 
and  Henriette  (Burrell)  Pitney,  natives  of  New 
Jersey,  who  on  coming  to  Pike  county  located  at 
Dingman’s  Ferry,  where  the  father  is  now  living 
retired  after  years  of  active  labor  as  a farmer. 

EDWARD  H.  ORBEN  is  an  industrious  and 
thorough  agriculturist  of  Dingman  township,  Pike 
county,  and  is  also  acting  as  agent  for  the  Cham- 
pion Mowing  Machine  Company. 

Mr.  Orben  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides,  January  7,  1868,  and  is  a son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Stickler)  Orben.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Belgium,  born  April  4,  1829,  and  on  com- 
ing to  America  in  1853  located  upon  a farm  adjoin- 
ing that  on  which  our  subject  now  lives,  but  re- 
moved to  the  latter  place  at  the  end  of  two  years. 
Here  he  is  still  living  with  his  son,  an  honored  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  the  community.  He  was 
married  in  Dingman  township,  in  April,  1855,  to 
Elizabeth  Stickler,  a native  of  that  township,  and 
a daughter  of  Jacob  Stickler.  She  died  November 


23>  i895,  at  .the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  The  chil- 
dren born  of  their  union  are  as  follows : Philip, 

who  married  Jennie  Pecot,  and  operates  a planing- 
mill  in  Newark,  N.  J. ; John,  who  married  Louise 
Briad,  and  is  a carpenter  and  builder  of  the  same 
place;  Edward  H.,  our  subject;  Charles,  who  mar- 
ried Mabel  Scoll,  and  is  also  a carpenter  and  builder 
of  Newark;  and  Frank,  a carpenter  of  Newark. 

Until  eighteen  years  of  age  Edward  H.  Orben 
assisted  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  and  then 
went  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  employed  as 
a street  car  conductor  for  four  years.  Subsequently 
he  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade  in  that  city,  but 
after  his  marriage  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead, 
and  has  since  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  with  good  success.  He  is  a rec- 
ognized leader  of  the  Democratic  party  in  his  com- 
munity, has  been  a member  of  the  election  board, 
and  is  now  most  creditably  serving  his  second  term 
as  supervisor  of  his  township. 

On  September  18,  1889,  in  Montague,  N.  J., 
Mr.  Orben  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mag- 
gie O’Grady,  by  whom  he  has  four  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows : Percy, 

October  14,  1890;  Bessie  E.,  February  14,  1892; 
Everett,  April  15,  1893;  and  Sadie,  March  3,  1897. 
Mrs.  Orben  was  born  in  Montague,  N.  J.,  March 
25,  1866,  a daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Dwire) 
O’Grady,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America 
when  young  and  were  married  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y. 
The  father,  who  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  died 
at  Montague,  N.  J.,  September  21,  1887,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years,  but  the  mother  is  still  living 
at  that  place  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Mary,  who 

wedded  Floyd  Bross,  of  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  April  5,  1898;  George,  who  married  Nora 
Welch,  and  is  an  attendant  at  the  Morristown 
asylum;  James,  at  home;  Roxy,  wife  of  James 
Vanoyd,  of  Montague,  N.  J. ; Maggie,  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Johnnie,  at  home. 

EDWARD  QUINN,  of  Milford  township. 
Pike  county,  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  agri- 
culturist, and  in  addition  to  the  management  of  his 
farm  near  Milford  village,  he  operates  the  old  fam- 
ily homestead  in  Dingman  township,  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  Charles. 

Mr.  Quinn  was  born  August  4,  1844,  at  the  old 
homestead,  which  is  a portion  of  a large  tract  of 
land  formerly  owned  by  his  maternal  grandfather, 
George  Bowhanan,  or  Buchanan,  as  the  name  is 
usually  given  in  other  branches  of  the  family.  Will- 
iam Quinn,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
1799,  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  son  of  a farmer, 
and  he  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
locating  in  Milford  township,  Pike  county,  where 
lie  found  employment  with  James  Wallace.  He 
was  a successful  farmer,  and  as  a citizen  he  was 
much  esteemed,  being  frequently  chosen  to  local 
offices,  including  that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
died  July  26,  1868,  and  his  wife  Sally  (Bowhanan), 
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who  was  born  in  1800,  died  in  1888.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  George  Bowhanan  and  his  second  wife, 
Olive  (Rose),  and  a more  complete  account  of  her 
family  will  be  found  elsewhere.  Our  subject  is 
the  youngest  in  a family  of  eight  children,  the  others 
being:  James,  deceased,  who  married  Eleanor 

Drake;  Miss  Sarah,  who  resides  at  the  homestead; 
John,  deceased,  who  married  Catherine  Westbrook; 
George  B.,  a farmer  in  Dingman  township,  who 
married  Matilda  Hoffman ; Miss  Olive  and  Miss 
Louisa,  who  reside  at  the  homestead;  and  Charles, 
who  operates  the  homestead  in  partnership  with  our 
subject. 

Mr.  Quinn  was  reared  to  farm  work,  remain- 
ing on  the  home  farm  until  1882,  when  he  settled 
upon  his  small  but  attractive  farm  near  Milford. 
The  care  of  the  old  homestead,  which  comprises 
300  acres  of  land,  occupies  much  of  his  time,  and 
he  is  to  be  found  at  work  there  nearly  every  day. 
Politically  he  is  a Democrat  but  has  never  sought 
or  held  public  office,  although  his  interest  in  local 
progress  has  been  shown  in  many  ways. 

On  February  13,  18S4,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried, in  Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  to  Miss 
Isabella  Youngs,  and  three  children  brighten  his 
home : Bert,  Pearl  and  Merritt.  Mrs.  Quinn  is  a 

native  of  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a daughter  of 
Elijah  Youngs,  who'  removed  to  that  section  from 
Long  Island  in  early  manhood  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. His  death  occurred  there  in  1861,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five,  and  his  wife,  Louisa  Neally,  a na- 
tive of  Orange  county,  died  in  1883,  aged  fifty-nine, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Orange  coun- 
ty. They  had  four  children : Albert,  a farmer 

near  Albion,  Mich. ; Aldridge;  John,  a farmer  of 
Orange  county,  who  married  D.  Smith ; and  Isa- 
bella, wife  of  our  subject. 

HIRAM  L.  STONE,  retired  blacksmith;  P.  O. 
Hollisterville,  Salem  township,  Wayne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

STEPHEN  HECKMAN  is  one  of  the  most 
enterprising,  energetic  and  wide-awake  business  men 
of  Pocono  township,  Monroe  county,  where  he  is 
interested  in  several  different  undertakings,  not 
having  confined  himself  to  one  line  of  business,  but 
has  branched  out  and  now  carries  on  successfully 
merchandising  and  farming,  besides  working  at  the 
stone  mason’s  trade  when  the  opportunity  presents 
itself.  Lie  has  also-  served  as  postmaster  at  Scot- 
run  since  1894,  when  the  office  was  established  at 
that  place. 

For  many  years  members  of  the  Heckman  fam- 
ily have  been  prominently  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural, industrial  and  business  interests  of  Pocono 
township.  Joseph  Heckman,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  probably  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
for  many  years  he  lived  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  township  where  he  built  and  operated  an  up 
and  down  mill  in  connection  with  farming.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  died  here.  In  their  family  were 


eight  children,  namely : Sarah,  deceased  wife  of 

Henry  Weis,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  Penn. ; Joseph, 
father  of  our  subject;  Josiah,  a resident  of  Mar- 
tin’s Creek,  Northampton  Co.,  Penn. ; Lana,  de- 
ceased ; George,  who  died  in  Pocono'  township ; 
William,  a farmer  of  Pocono  township ; Margaret, 
who  also  lives  there  ; and  Susana,  wife  of  Aaron  Cul- 
bertson, of  Stroudsburg. 

Joseph  Heckman,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
in  Monroe  county,  in  1823,  and  died  in  1863.  He 
was  a miller  by  trade,  and  followed  that  occupation 
in  his  younger  years,  subsequently  engaging  in 
lumbering  and  farming  in  Pocono'  township.  In 
poiltical  sentiment  he  was  a Democrat.  He  mar- 
ried Tillaraii  Keltner,  a native  of  Northampton 
county,  Penn.,  who  died  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six  years.  Their  children  were  Sarah,  now  the 
wife  of  William  Williams,  a railroad  man  of  Great 
Bend,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Penn.,  by  whom  she  has 
four  children ; Jacob,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years ; Mary,  who'  is  married  and  lives  in  Sul- 
livan county,  Penn.;  Stephen,  our  subject;  George, 
a farmer  and  lumberman  of  Peshtigo,  Marinette 
Co.,  Wis.,  who  married  Frances  Engler,  and  has 
one  child  ; Joseph,  who  married  Hattie  Hartman 
and  lives  at  Factoryville,  Penn. ; Henrietta,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years ; and  Anna,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

Stephen  Heckman  was  born  January  20,  1854, 
in  Pocono  township,  where  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated. At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  commenced  work 
in  a tannery  at  Tannersville,  Penn.,  and  later  was 
similarly  employed  at  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna 
county,  continuing  to  follow  that  occupation  for 
thirteen  years.  Returning  to  his  native  township 
in  1884,  he  purchased  his  present  farm  and  store, 
and  here  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  previously  stated,  giving  his  personal  at- 
tention to  his  various  undertakings.  In  politics  he 
is  a pronounced  Democrat,  but  has  never  cared  for 
the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office.  For  five 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
Society  of  Tannersville,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 

On  November  22,  1886,  Mr.  Heckman  was'mar- 
ried,  in  Philipsburg,  Penn.,  to  Miss  Emma  Heckman, 
a cousin,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Walter,  born  April  29,  1888;  and  Clin- 

ton, born  June  29,  1891.  Mrs.  Heckman’s  parents,. 
William  and  Margaret  (Sliker)  Heckman,  were 
born  in  1834  and  1843,  respectively,  and  are  now 
living  in  Pocono  township.  Their  children  are 
Edward,  who  married  Isabella  Smith  and  is  em- 
ployed in  a lumber  yard  in  Scranton,  Penn. ; Emma, 
born  March  14,  1865,  now  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Allen,  who'  married  Jennie  Stewart  and  lives  in 
Elmhurst,  Penn. ; Wilson,  who  married  Amanda 
Snow  and  lives  in  Potter  county,  Penn. ; Charles, 
a resident  of  Ricketts,  Wyoming  Co.,  Penn. ; Anna, 
wife  of  Oscar  Peechatka,  of  Pocono  township ; and 
Arthur  and  Florence,  both  at  home. 
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JOHN  J.  GREEN  in  his  lifetime  was  one  of  the 
men  of  Monroe  county  whose  opinions  were  highly 
valued,  to  whom  his  fellow  men  looked  for  advice 
and  suggestions  in  matters  of  public  moment  re- 
quiring  the  exercise  of  a keen  and  discriminating 
mind.  Successful  himself,  he  was  held  a compe- 
tent man  to-  guide  others  by  his  sage  counsel. 
Cheering  and  notable  aid  was  given  him  by  the 
companion  of  his  life,  who  still  survives. 

Mr.  Green  was  born  in  Chestnut  Hill  town- 
ship, November  17,  1831,  a son  of  John  and  Chris- 
tina (Mansfield)  Green,  who  in  an  early  day  set- 
tled in  Brodheadsville,  and  there  remained  through 
life,  prominent  and  industrious  farmers  of  the  coun- 
ty. The  family  of  John  and  Christina  Green  were 
as  follows : Anna,  who  married  J . Gersheumer,  a 

resident  of  New  York  State;  Kate  A.,  who  married 
(first)  Samuel  Kresge,  and  (second)  James  Brong, 
of  Chestnut  Hill  township;  John  J.,  subject  of  this 
sketch ; Sarah,  who  married  Samuel  Siglin,  a 

farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill  township ; J ; Mary, 

widow  of  Henry  Snyder;  Sophia,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Werkheiser,  a farmer  of  Hamilton  township; 
and  Jane,  the  deceased  wife  of  Perry  Kresge. 

In  his  youth  John  J.  Green,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  acquired  the  trade  of  millwright,  which  he 
followed  in  connection  with  farming  for  many 
years.  He  was  married,  in  April,  1858,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Kresge,  who  was  born  in  Sugar  A alley, 
Chestnut  Hill  township,  January  10,  1838,  daughter 
of  John  and  Catherine  (Miller)  Kresge,  who  were 
born  in  Chestnut  Hill  and  Jackson  townships,  re- 
spectively, and  both  of  whom  died  in  Sugar  Valley. 
John  Kresge  was  the  son  of  Jacob  Kresge  and  died 
in  1881,  aged  eighty-three  years;  his  wife  died  in 
January,  1881,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Both  are 
buried  at  Effort,  Penn.,  and  both  were  lifelong  and 
devout  members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  The 
children  born  U>  John  and  Catherine  Kresge  were 
as  follows:  Rachel,  who  married  David  Shupp ; 

Sarah,  who  for  her  first  husband  married  Edward 
Hawk,  and  who  later  espoused  Andrew  Kunkle ; 
Amos,  deceased;  Daniel,  deceased;  Catherine,  wife 
of  Fred  Bond,  of  Chestnut  Hill  township ; Emaline, 
who  married  a Mr.  Hudmacker  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; and  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  our  subject. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  John  J.  and  Eliza- 
beth Green,  as  follows : Alice,  wife  of  Oscar 

Rodenback,  a tinsmith  of  Brodheadsville;  John  F., 
a farmer  of  Chestnut  Hill  township ; Wilson,  a lum- 
berman ; Catherine,  wife  of  Jefferson  Kresge,  of 
East  Stroudsburg,  Penn. ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Eugene 
Hellar,  who  is  in  the  hotel  business  at  Saylorsburg, 
Penn. ; Oscar,  a bookkeeper,  residing  at  Philadel- 
phia; and  Nettie,  the  wife  of  Peter  Van  Buskirk. 
Death  closed  the  useful  and  influential  career  of  our 
subject,  while  he  was  comparatively  young  in  years. 
He  died  April  3,  1884,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three 
years,  and  was  buried  in  the  Effort  cemetery,  near 
which  he  had  lived  through  life.  He  was  a prom- 
inent and  consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  was  mourned  by  a wide  circle  of 


friends.  Mrs.  Greeen,  the  surviving  helpmate,  has 
been  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church  since  she 
was  a girl  of  thirteen  years.  She  is  highly  honored 
by  her  host  of  acquaintances  and  friends,  and  by 
her  long  and  faithful  success  in  life  she  has  won 
not  only  the  just  plaudits  and  the  sincere  esteem 
of  others,  but  the  success  in  temporal  affairs  and 
the  peace,  which  crowns  a career,  so  bravely  won. 

F.  LINCK,  a worthy  representative  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Greene  township,  is  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  and  energetic  men  of  Pike 
county,  and  from  a humble  beginning  in  life  has 
accumulated  a handsome  property.  He  not  only 
commenced  life  without  means,  but  has  been  obliged 
to  battle  with  the  elements  of  a foreign  soil  and  the 
customs  of  a strange  country,  as  he  is  of  German 
birth  and  parentage.  He  was  born  in  Wittenberg, 
Germany,  April  3,  1851,  a son  of  Tobias  and  Frect- 
ericka  (Woftuska)  Linck,  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Wittenberg,  where  the  father  was  engaged 
in  the  bakery  and  saloon  business.  He  died  in  1854, 
aged  forty-five  years,  and  the  mother  departed  this 
life  in  1852,  aged  forty-three.  To  them  were  born 
three  children,  but  two  died  in  early  life. 

Reared  in  Germany,  F.  Linck  was  apprenticed  to 
the  cabinet  maker's  trade  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  and  paid  his  employer  $50  for  his  instruction. 
During  the  three  years  of  his  apprenticeship  he 
worked  fourteen  hours  per  day,  but  soon  became  so 
proficient  that  at  the  end  of  six  months  he  made  a 
child's  casket.  Before  leaving  his  native  land  he 
served  for  three  years  in  the  German  army,  holding 
the  rank  of  sergeant  for  two  years  of  that  time. 
On  his  emigration  to  the  New  World  in  1881,  Mr. 
Linck  located  in  New  York  City,  where  he  engaged 
in  business  for  himself  as  a cabinet  maker  for  eight 
years,  and  was  similarly  employed  at  Port  Chester, 
N.  Y.,  for  one  year.  Though  he  made  considera- 
ble money  in  this  time  he  spent  much  of  it,  but  was 
able  to  pay  cash  for  his  present  farm  of  339  acres, 
when  he  located  thereon  on  January  1,  1890,  giv- 
ing $2,900  for  the  place,  including  the  stock,  build- 
ings, etc.  He  now  devotes  his  energies  to  farming 
and  is  meeting  with  most  gratifying  results.  In 
politics  he  votes  independent  of  party  lines,  en- 
deavoring to  support  the  man  best  qualified  for  the 
office. 

Before  leaving  Germany,  Mr.  Linck  was  mar- 
ried, in  Wittenberg,  February  10,  1876,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Peffer,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four 
children : Rudolph,  who  was  a seaman  for  nine 

years  and  is  now  at  home ; Mary,  wife  of  Peter 
Songer,  of  New  York  City;  and  Elsa  L.  and  Henry, 
both  at  home.  Mrs.  Linck  was  born  in  Wittenberg 
March  2,  1852,  and  is  the  only  child  of  John  and 
Christina  Peffer,  who  remained  in  Wittenberg 
throughout  life.  The  father,  who  was  a weaver 
of  cloth  and  a man  of  prominence  in  his  community, 
died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-seven  years,  and 
the  mother  departed  this  life  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years. 
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ANDREW  SLATER.  To  him  who  reads  be- 
tween the  lines,  every  biographical  sketch  reveals 
something  of  the  individual,  beyond  the  outlines  of 
occurrence  that  are  palpably  narrated.  And  to  him 
who  scans  the  brief  careers  of  the  typical  men  of 
northeastern  Pennsylvania  there  is  much  encour- 
agement and  inspiration,  for  these  lives,  exhibit 
those  human  traits  that  have  made  civilization  what 
it  is,  qualities  of  endurance  and  devotion,  whether 
at  the  forge  and  anvil,  or  beneath  the  starry  emblem 
of  liberty  in  national  conflict.  1 he  career  of  An- 
drew Slater,  who  has  recently  become  identified 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Jackson  township, 
has  been  most  creditable  and  exemplary  as  patiiot 
during  the  fires  of  early  youth,  as  skillful  and  pei- 
sevenng  artisan  during  many  years,  and  as  the 
possessor  of  a well-tilled  farm  which  is  the  product 
of  his  thrift  and  effort,  his  example  has  ever  been 
one  to  emulate  and  commend. 

Mr.  Slater  was  born  August  12,  1847,  in  Owego 
county,  N.  Y.,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Amanda 
(Rhodes)  Slater.  Jeremiah  Slater  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  son  of  Abraham  Slater,  and  when  a lad 
came  with  his  parents  westward.  The  trip  was 
made  by  the  painfully  slow  ox-team.  For  some 
time  the  family  tarried  in  Owego  county,  N.  Y., 
then  came  to  Susquehanna  county  and  settled  in  the 
wods  in  Oakland  township,  near  the  Joseph  Ste- 
vens farm,  where  a log  cabin  was  erected  and  the 
first  small  clearing  of  a later  farm  was  made.  Here 
Abram  Slater  accepted  the  arduous  conditions  of 
pioneer  life  and  remained  until  his  death.  His 
widow  and  two  sons  later  moved  to  Illinois.  The 
seven  children  of  Abram  Slater  were  as  follows : 
(1)  Isaiah  Slater,  the  eldest,  settled  in  North  Jack- 
son,  and  in  1862  moved  to  St.  John,  Mich.,  where  he 
died.  (2)  Abram  settled  in  Oakland  and  there 
died,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  widow, 
with  some  of  his  family,  are  still  residents  of  Sus- 
quehanna county.  (3)  John  Slater  married  Miss 
Lavina  Degroat,  of  Susquehanna.  They  > lived  in 
Ookland  for  a number  of  years,  then  moved  to  Wis- 
consin. (4)  Monia  Slater  married  Henry  Green- 
wood and  resided  in  Great  Bend,  where  she  still 
resides,  a widow.  She  has  two  children  living — 
Ray  Greenwood,  a resident  of  Great  Bend,  and  one 
whose  name  is  not  given.  (5)  Jane  Slater  married 
William  Burlington,  of  Owego,  and  died  leaving 
two  children — Lillie  Burlington,  the  wife  of  a Mr. 
Snedecker,  of  Binghamton,  and  Mary  A.,  who  died 
when  a young  lady.  Jane  later  married  Henry 
Melody,  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  by  him  had 
four  children.  (6)  Louisa  Slater,  when  a young 
lady,  moved  to  the  West.  (7)  Jeremiah  is  the 
father  of  our  subject. 

Jeremiah  Slater  settled  in  Owego  and  there 
followed  charcoal  burning  for  the  railroad  com- 
pany. Some  years  later,  in  1850,  he  moved  to  Oak- 
land township  and  settled  near  his  father’s  old 
home.  Still  later  he  bought  property  in  Susque- 
hanna, where  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  1862.  His 
widow  married  Joshua  Madison,  and  is  still  a resi- 


dent of  Susquehanna.  To  Mr.  Slater  and  his  wife 
Amanda  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  eldest.  The  remaining  members  of 
the  family  are  as  follows : Harriet,  born  in  Sus- 

quehanna, in  1849,  is  now  the  wife  of  Simeon  Stage, 
of  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  county;  Jackson,  born 
in  1852,  Avas  killed  in  1888  by  the  falling  of  a wall ; 
Mary,  born  in  Oakland,  in  1854,  married  Frank 
Ritter,  of  Oakland,  and  now  resides  in  Harford,  and 
they  have  two  children — Minnie  and  Albert ; Al- 
bert died  Avhen  a boy  of  ten  years ; Georgie  Ann 
died  when  a young  lady  of  twenty  years ; and  W al- 
ter is  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Jackson. 

As  a boy,  our  subject  was  a student  in  the 
Oakland  schools.  He  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  until  his  enlistment,  at  Scranton, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  in  Company  D,  88th 
P.  V.  I.  His  regiment  formed  a part  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  His  first  engagement  was  at 
Brandy  Station,  and  later  he  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Culpepper  and  at  Salem,  Va.,  where  the 
losses  were  heavy  on  both  sides.  From  there  he 
marched  with  his  regiment  to  Charleston.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  at  White  Hall,  Va.,  and  Avas 
mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Philadelphia  in  Au- 
gust, 1865. 

Returning  to  Susquehanna  county,  Mr.  Slater 
was  married,  in  1868,  to  Miss  Myra  Melody,  the 
Avorthv  and  estimable  daughter  of  Henry  and  Cor- 
nelia Melody,  of  Great  Bend  tOAvnship,  her  father 
being  one  of  the  old  Avar  veterans,  who  Avas  wounded 
in  four  different  battles.  After  his  marriage  our 
subject  first  settled  at  Susquehanna,  where  he 
Avorked  in  the  railroad  shops  as  blacksmith  for  sev- 
enteen years.  He  then  rented  a farm  in  Oakland 
tOAvnship  Avhere  he  lived  six  years.  In  1809  he 
bought  a farm  in  North  Jackson,  Avhere  he  has 
made  a number  of  improvements  and  now  has  a 
well-tilled  and  valuable  farm.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Slater  Avas  born  one  daughter,  Lulu,  Avho  died  in 
childhood. 

Politically  our  subject  has  ahvays  been  identi- 
fied Avith  the  Republican  party,  but  never  aspired 
to  office.  He  Avas  brought  up  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  but  is  not  a member  of  the  Con- 
gregation. He  is  a member  of  the  Moody  Post, 
No.  53,  G.  A.  R.,  and  also  of  the  Order  of  Red 
Men  of  Lanesboro,  Canawah  Tribe,  No.  268.  He 
is  an  industrious,  enterprising  and  successful 
farmer  and  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

APOLLOS  STONE,  a well-known  farmer 
residing  at  Montrose,  Susquehanna  county,  was 
born  September  8,  1826,  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  a son 
of  Truman  and  Rachel  (Stoddard)  Stone,  also 
natives  of  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  Avho  in  May, 
1848,  came  to  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.,  and  took 
up  their  residence  in  Bridgewater  tOAvnship,  where 
the  father  folloAved  farming  throughout  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  He  was  born  in  1800,  and  died  in 
October,  1885  ; and  his  Avife  Avas  also  born  in  1800, 
and  died  in  May,  1885,  the  remains  of  both  being 
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interred  at  South  Montrose.  They  were  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  were  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  knew  them.  In  their  family 
were  six  children,  namely:  Apollos,  our  subject; 

Sarah  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Kirby  Runnell ; Ema- 
line,  wife  of  A.  H.  Gregory,  a farmer  of  Montrose ; 
Lucy,  wife  of  L.  C.  Smith,  a farmer  of  Bridgewater 
township;  Jessie,  deceased;  and  Julia,  twin  sister  of 
Jessie,  and  the  deceased  wife  of  G.  R.  Johnson.  Our 
subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Apollos  and 
Eunice  (Throop)  Stone,  natives  of  Litchfield  coun- 
ty, Conn.,  where  the  former  died,  but  the  latter 
spent  her  last  days  with  her  sons,  Truman  and 
William  Stone,  in  Susquehanna  county,  Penn.  The 
maternal  grandparents,  Jesse  and  Anna  (Catlin) 
Stoddard,  were  farming  people  and  lifelong  resi- 
dents of  Litchfield,  Connecticut. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  on 
the  home  farm,  remaining  with  his  parents  until 
after  he  was  married.  On  December  n,  1846,  in 
Kent,  Conn.,  he  wedded  Miss  Permelia  Roots,  who 
was  born  in  that  place,  and  died  in  Litchfield,  in 
1848,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  Her  parents, 
Seymour  and  Thirzah  (Kallock)  Roots,  were  also 
born  in  Kent,  Conn.,  and  the  former  died  in  Cham- 
paign, 111.,  in  1885,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  the 
latter  in  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Penn.,  in  June,  1866,  aged  fifty-seven  years.  She 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  both  were  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.  Mr.  Stone  was  again  married,  in 
Kent,  Conn.,  December  11,  1848,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Lavinia  T.  Roots,  a sister  of  his 
first  wife,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children: 
Mary  D.,  who  married  Adelia  Shelp,  and  lives  in 
Dimock  township ; Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Amasa  W. 
Roberts,  a successful  farmer  of  Bridgewater  town- 
ship; and  Harmon  A.,  at  home.  Mrs.  Stone  was 
born  October  28,  1830,  in  Kent,  and  is  the  youngest 
of  a family  of  four  children.  The  others,  who  are 
now  deceased,  were . Florida,  wife  of  Hiram  Jen- 
nings; Permelia,  the  former  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Daniel.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Daniel 
and  Lucy  (Hall)  Roots,  spent  their  entire  lives  as 
farming  people  in  Kent,  Conn.,  and  the  former 
served  as  a soldier  under  Arnold  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Her  maternal  grandparents,  Luke 
and  Arilla  (Owens)  Hallock,  were  natives  of  Eng- 
land, and  on  their  emigration  to  this  country  lo- 
cated in  Kent,  Conn.,  where  both  died.  By  occu- 
pation the  grandfather  was  a farmer. 

For  one  year  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Stone 
continued  to  make  his  home  with  his  parents.  He 
then  came  to  Bridgewater  township,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Penn.,  where  his  father  had  given  him  forty 
acres  of  land,  and  where  he  lived  until  his  removal 
to  Montrose  in  1886.  In  1872  he  commenced 
working  in  a fork  manufactory  in  Montrose,  where 
he  was  employed  for  four  years,  or  until  the  plant 
was  moved  to  South  Montrose.  In  February,  1885, 
he  was  made  engineer  in  a planing-mill  and  filled 
that  position  for  eight  years,  since  which  time  he 


has  devoted  his  attention,  during  the  summer  sea- 
son, to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  of  twenty  acres. 
He  has  in  his  possession  six  old  tin  dishes  which 
he  prizes  very  highly.  They  are  of  Britania  ware 
and  were  brought  from  England  by  his  great- 
great-grandparents — the  Gilletts.  In  politics  he  is 
independent,  and  in  religious  faith  he  is  an  Episco- 
palian. At  one  time  he  held  membership  in  eighteen 
different  lodges,  and  now  belongs  to  a blue  lodge 
and  chapter  of  the  Masonic  fraternity ; the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  to  the  Rebekah 
branch  of  that  order,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a 
member ; the  Grange,  of  which  he  has  been  lec- 
turer; and  the  Farmers  Alliance,  of  which  he  is 
now  secretary  and  treasurer,  having  been  re-elected, 
December  19,  1899,  f°r  a fourth  term.  He  is  one 
of  the  honored  and  respected  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives,  and  wherever  he  is  known 
is  held  in  high  regard  on  account  of  his  sterling 
worth  and  many  excellencies  of  character. 

CHARLES  QUINN,  a prominent  agricult- 
urist of  Dingman  township,  Pike  county,  is  a fine 
example  of  the  modern  farmer,  his  estate  being  man- 
aged in  a progressive  manner  and  on  scientific  lines. 

Mr.  Quinn  was  born  at  the  present  homestead, 
December  13,  1841,  and  is  of  Irish  descent  in  the 
paternal  line.  Charles  Quinn,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a lifelong  resident  of  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  where  he  followed  farming  until  his  death 
in  1847,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Burns,  was 
a native  of  the  same  county.  Of  their  nine  children 
Peter  and  John  died  in  Ireland ; Sally  married  Hugh 
Donnelly;  Margaret  married  an  O’Neil;  Barnabus 
died  in  Ireland ; William  is  mentioned  more  fully  be- 
low ; Charles  is  deceased,  and  James  died  in  America 
unmarried. 

William  Quinn,  our  subject’s  father,  was  born 
June  24,  1799,  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  re- 
mained upon  the  home  farm  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  eighteen.  He  then  came  to  the  United  States, 
locating  at  Milford,  and  after  spending  five  years 
in  working  as  a farm  hand  in  that  locality,  he  pur- 
chased the  present  homestead,  a tract  of  300  acres. 
Only  two  acres  were  then  improved,  the  remainder 
being  covered  by  the  primitive  forest,  and  the  broad, 
fertile  fields  of  the  present  day  are  in  sharp  contrast 
with  the  appearance  of  the  place  when  Mr.  Quinn 
first  made  his  home  there.  He  was  a man  of  fine 
natural  abilities,  and  was  frequently  chosen  to  local 
offices,  serving  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat,  and  the  family  was 
identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  was  a devout  member.  He  died  July  26,  1868, 
in  Dingman  township,  and  his  wife,  Sally  (Bow- 
hanan),  who  was  born  in  that  township,  December 
28,  1800,  died  January  23,  1888,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  the  Lower  Milford  cemetery.  They 
had  the  following  children:  James,  born  October  17, 
1823,  married  Eleanor  Drake,  and  died  March  3, 
1893  ; Miss  Sarah,  born  September  13,  1825,  resides 
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at  the  homestead;  John,  born  February  13,  1828, 
married  Catherine  Westbrook,  and  died  November 
18,  1889;  George  B.,  born  May  17,  1832,  married 
Matilda  Hoffman  and  settled  upon  a farm  in  Ding- 
man  township,  Pike  county ; Miss  Olive  ].,  born  July 
26,  1835,  and  Miss  Louisa  B.,  born  November  23, 
1838,  reside  at  the  homestead  (the  former  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Pike  and  Sussex  counties  for  twelve 
years)  ; Charles,  our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below,  and  Edward,  born  August  4,  1844,  married 
Isabelle  Youngs,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  .Mil- 
ford township. 

The  Bowhanan  or  Buchanan  family,  of  which 
our  subject's  mother  was  a member,  was  of  Scotch 
origin  and  our  subject's  maternal  great-grandpar- 
ents, Robert  and  Betsey  (Falls)  Bowhanan,  were 
both  natives  of  Scotland.  They  came  to  America 
at  an  early  day,  locating  at  Little  Britain,  N.  Y., 
where  Robert  Bowhanan  died,  and  his  wife’s  death 
occurred  later  in  Milford.  George  Bowhanan  was 
born  in  Little  Britain  in  1763,  and  took  part  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  In  early  manhood  he  engaged 
in  farming  in  New  York  but  he  sold  his  farm  for 
$10,000,  Continental  money,  and  as  this  proved 
worthless  he  had  to  begin  life  anew.  In  1785  he 
came  to  New  Milford  where  he  became  a prominent 
citizen  and  bis  death  occurred  there,  when  he  was 
aged  eighty-two.  He  had  the  brush  cut  out  of 
Broad  street,  opening  that  road  and  was  the  first  to 
keep  a hotel  in  the  town.  He  also  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a lumberman  and  tanner,  and  in  1838  he 
owned  a tannery  on  the  Valentine  Kill,  but  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire  after  it  had  been  in  operation  about 
eight  years.  He  owned  1,500  acres  of  land  in  Ding- 
man  township,  Pike  county,  upon  which  he  settled 
his  children.  His  first  wife  was  a sister  of  Nathaniel 
B.  Eldred,  and  his  second  wife,  Olive  Rose,  our 
subject’s  grandmother,  was  a sister  of  Frederick 
Rose,  of  Rosetown.  He  had  the  following  children : 
Mary,  who  married  Jesse  Olmstead,  a lawyer  who 
came  to  Milford  from  Connecticut  in  1815,  and  set- 
tled upon  a portion  of  the  Bowhanan  tract  in  Ding- 
man  township;  Sally,  our  subject’s  mother;  Theo- 
dore, who  married  Martha  Cross,  and  settled  in 
Dingman  township ; where  he  operated  a tannery ; 
Poldore,  who  never  married  and  was  drowned  May 
1 5»  IS33'  at  the  ag'e  °f  twenty-six;  Jane,  who  mar- 
ried William  Freel,  one  of  the  first  merchants  in 
Milford;  Eliza,  who  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of 
twnety-four ; Louisa,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-six unmarried ; Matilda,  who  died  at  sixty-four, 
unmarried ; George,  who  died  in  infancy ; Emily, 
who  married  Ebenezer  Warner,  a farmer  in  Ding- 
man  township;  and  Franklin,  who  died  unmarried 
in  1883. 

Our  subject  has  always  resided  at  the  old  home- 
stead, and  he  and  his  brother  Edward  operate  the 
place  in  partnership.  He  takes  an  influential  part 
in  local  affairs  as  a member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  although  he  has  never  aspired  to  official  honors 
he  has  served  one  year  as  supervisor  and  nine  as 
school  director.  He  is  a man  of  intelligence  and  at 


times  varies  the  monotony  of  a farmer’s  life  by 
travel,  having  spent  two  months,  in  1897,  in  a trip 
through  Ireland,  Scotland  and  England,  also  visiting 
Paris. 

MATTHEW  J.  MURPHY,  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Forest  City  News,  and  a young  jour- 
nalist of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  was  born  in 
Carbondale,  Penn.,  September  16,  1876,  and  is  a 
son  of  Michael  H.  and  Cecelia  (Brown)  Murphy,  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  who  came  with  their  respective  par- 
ents to  America  when  young  and  were  married  in 
Carbondale.  The  father  died  in  1890,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years ; the  mother  is  still  living  at  the  age 
of  sixty,  and  continues  to  make  her  home  in  Car- 
bondale. 

Our  subject  obtained  a good  practical  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  in  the  class  of  ’93.  In  the  following  year 
he  accepted  a position  with  the  Carbondale  Evening 
Herald,  serving  as  reporter  and  city  editor  until 
coming  to  Forest  City  in  1898  as  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Forest  City  News.  In  politics  he  is  in- 
dependent, while  in  religious  faith  he  is  identified 
with  St.  Agnes  Church  of  Forest  City. 

L.  B.  MILLER.  Among  the  representative 
citizens  of  Susquehanna  county,  few  have  more  dis- 
tinctively won  their  positions  in  life  or  more  cred- 
itably held  them  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  is  a farmer  of  the  better  type,  successful,  pro- 
gressive and  a personal  force  in  the  community  in 
which  he  lives.  He  has  also  been  prominent  in  po- 
litical affairs,  and  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
leading  men  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  January  22,  1846,  in 

Exeter  township,  Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  son  of  John 
C.  and  Louisa  (Jackson)  Miller,  the  father  a native 
of  Alleghany,  N.  Y.  Our  subject  in  his  early 
childhood  lived  in  Wyalusing  township,  Bradford 
Co.,  Penn.,  but  at  the  age  of  six  years  came  to  Au- 
burn township,  Susquehanna  county,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  and  the  Mont- 
rose High  School,  and  for  two  terms  attended  a 
select  school  at  Laceyville,  Penn.  He  early  devel- 
oped a talent  for  business  and  farming.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
Ira,  he  purchased  106  acres  of  partly  improved 
land.  Five  years  later  they  added  106  acres  to  the 
tract  and  still  later  1 22  acres.  Dissolving  partner- 
ship our  subject  bad  276  acres  in  bis  possession, 
nearly  all  of  which  is  now  thoroughly  improved. 
Upon  this  property  he  has  erected  a commodious 
residence  and  there  engages  in  general  farming  and 
dairying,  and  in  stock  raising.  He  keeps  from  20 
to  35  cows,  young  short  horn  registered  stock  and 
about  100  sheep.  Mr.  Miller  married  Miss  Susan  S. 
Reynolds.  Of  the  children  born  to  them  two  died 
in  infancy,  one  is  now  Mrs.  N.  P.  Ayers,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  Leon  N.,  Ella,  Stark  and  Clyde. 

In  politics  Mr.  Miller  is  a Democrat.  He  has 
held  nearly  all  the  local  offices,  including  those  of 
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supervisor  for  six  years;  assessor  four  years;  aud- 
itor nine  years ; school  director  six  years,  and  in 
1891,  1892  and  1893  he  served  as  sheriff  of  Susque- 
hanna county.  Socially  Mr.  Miller  is  a member  of 
the  Grange,  and  for  several  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

CHESTER  S.  VAIL,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Vail  & Howell,  of  the  New  Milford  Adver- 
tiser, is  a successful  business  man  and  public-spirit- 
ed citizen  of  Susquehanna  county,  and  his  career 
affords  an  excellent  illustration  of  American  enter- 
prise. 

Mr.  Vail  comes  of  good  Colonial  stock,  and  one 
of  his  direct  ancestors,  Gilbert  Vail,  was  among  the 
famous  band  of  patriots  who  fought  Col.  Brant, 
“Monster  Brant,”  as  he  was  styled,  with  his  three 
hundred  Indian  warriors  and  two  hundred  paint- 
ed Tories,  at  the  battle  of  Minisink,  in  1799, 
his  name  appearing  on  the  monument  at  Gosh- 
en, N.  Y.,  donated  by  the  late  Dr.  Merritt  H.  Cash. 
The  family  has  long  been  identified  with  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  three  brothers,  Josiah,  Sam- 
uel and  Benjamin  Vail,  settled  at  an  early  day,  and 
the  name  appears  in  connection  with  many  papers 
and  land  titles  in  the  old  town  of  Goshen.  Samuel 
Vail,  from  whom  our  subject’s  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily is  descended,  married  Hannah  Petty,  by  whom 
he  had  five  children : Gilbert,  Michael,  Phoebe,  Ex- 
perience and  Hannah.  Gilbert  Vail,  whose  gallant 
military  service  is  mentioned  above,  married  Hannah 
Arnot,  and  had  the  following  named  children — 
Julia,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Sally,  Phoebe,  Esther,  Han- 
nah and  Polly. 

Samuel  Vail,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, resided  in  the  west  division  of  the  town  of 
Goshen,  where  he  carried  on  farming  and  also  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  that  of  cloth  dresser  and  fuller.  He 
married  ITannah  Dunning,  by  whom  he  had  the  fol- 
lowing children : Deborah,  Gilbert,  Samuel,  James, 
John,  Anson,  Phoebe,  Jacob,  Julia,  William,  Hannah, 
and  Horace.  Samuel  Vail  and  his  wife  were  bur- 
ied in  the  cemetery  at  Goshen. 

Samuel  Vail,  second  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
Vail,  was  born  September  23,  1787,  and  died  April  5. 
1855.  His  minority  was  spent  In  his  native  town, 
Goshen,  for  the  most  part  in  the  family  of  Joseph 
Wood.  LJpon  reaching  his  majority  he  learned  the 
trade  of  wool-carding  and  fulling  cloth,  which  he 
followed  on  his  own  account  during  the  early  part 
of  his  active  business  career,  and  in  connection  with 
farming  it  was  his  main  life  work.  He  was  a resident 
successively  of  Minisink,  and  Warwick,  in  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  Pochunck  (now  Glenwood)  in  the 
township  of  Vernon,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  until  about 
1834  when  he  removed  again  into  the  town  of  War- 
wick, settling  near  Amity,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  He  had  a studious  and  thoughtful  disposition, 
possessed  of  a good  business  education,  and  his  ac- 
count book  showed  the  work  of  a neat  and  thorough 
accountant.  He  was  liberal  with  his  means  to  any 
cause  that  had  for  its  object  the  elevation  and  ame- 


lioration of  society.  His  love  for  home  and  family 
was  intense  and  his  eyes  always  kindled  with  pride 
when  mention  was  made  in  his  presence  of  his  ten 
boys.  Although  never  an  open  professor  of  religion, 
Samuel  Vail  was  a God-fearing  man,  a thorough 
student  of  the  Bible,  and  gave  liberally  to  Chris- 
tian Churches  and  kindred  objects.  It  was  common- 
ly said  of  him : “If  all  men  were  as  truthful  and 
honest  as  ‘Chicle  Sammy  Vail,’  there  would  be  lit- 
tle need  of  lawyers,  judges,  and  jury  men.”  He 
married  Sally  Cash,  who  was  born  April  5,  1794,  and 
died  November  7,  1845,  was  a daughter  of  Reuben 
and  Millicent  (Howell)  Cash,  of  Minisink,  and  sis- 
ter of  the  late  Dr.  Merritt  H.  Cash,  well  known  as 
a prominent  physician  of  Orange  county,  who  died 
April  26,  1861,  aged  about  sixty  years.  Children  as 
follows  were  born  to  Samuel  and  Sally  (Cash)  Vail : 
Festus  H.,  deceased,  formerly  a farmer  near  Great 
Bend;  Reuben  C.,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Sam- 
uel, a farmer  at  New  Milford;  Charles  M.,  de- 
ceased ; James  Lewis ; Dr.  M.  H.  C.,  a graduate  of 
the  Castleton  (Vt.)  Medical  College,  who  practiced 
medicine  for  about  twenty-five  years,  served  one 
term  in  the  New  Jersey  Legislature,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  South  Orange,  N.  J. ; George,  a resident  of 
Montrose  Falls,  N.  Y. ; Horton,  of  Middletown,  N. 
Y.,  and  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  both  deceased; 
and  John  M.,a  farmer  at  Montrose  Falls,  New  York. 

Reuben  C.  Vail,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Orange  county,  New  York,  and 
was  married  there  to  Martha  Ann  Roberts,  a native 
of  the  same  section.  In  1857  he  came  to  Susque- 
hanna county,  settling  upon  a farm  in  Gibson  town- 
ship, and  three  years  later  removed  to  New  Mil- 
ford, where  for  ten  years  he  operated  the  “Union  Ho- 
tel,” now  the  “Jay  House.”  His  remaining  days 
were  spent  in  agricultural  work  near  New  Milford, 
and  his  death  occurred  March  20,  1872,  when  he  was 
aged  fifty-one,  his  remains  being  interred  in  New 
Milford  cemetery.  His  estimable  wife  survives  him, 
at  the  age  of  seventy,  and  resides  with  her  children 
in  New  Milford. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  11,  1856,  in  Or- 
ange county,  N.  Y.,  but  his  life  has  been  spent  mainly 
at  New  Milford.  His  inclination  toward  journalistic 
work  manifested  itself  in  boyhood,  and  in  January, 
1880,  he  formed  a partnership  with  Lucius  S.  Brown, 
a practical  printer,  and  started  the  Advertiser.  At 
the  end  of  two  years  he  purchased  his  partner’s  in- 
terest, and  for  one  year  conducted  the  paper  alone, 
but  he  then  sold  out  to  J.  C.  Howell  and  Joseph  S. 
Hayden.  In  January,  1883,  he  went  to  Denver, 
Colo.,  where  he  remained  three  years,  on  his  re- 
turn buying  Mr.  Hayden's  interest  and  resuming 
his  connection  with  the  paper.  He  and  his  family 
are  leading  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
New  Milford,  and  he  is  an  active  worker  in  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  Politically  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
he  wields  a recognized  influence  in  municipal  affairs, 
having  been  secretary  of  the  council  for  many  years, 
while  he  has  served  as  school  director  one  term  and 
on  the  town  committee  two  terms. 
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On  March  i,  1883,  Mr.  Vail  was  married,  in 
Denver,  Colo.,  to  Miss  Eunice  L.  Palmer,  and  they 
have  had  three  children:  Martha  C.,  Dewitt  C.,  and 
Mary.  Mrs.  Vail  is  a native  of  Susquehanna  coun- 
ty, and  a daughter  of  Rev.  James  S.  Palmer,  a well- 
known  Universalist  minister,  now  living  in  retirement 


at  Mansfield,  Penn.  For  one  year  he  edited  a news- 
paper at  Montrose.  The  Palmer  family  were  among 
the  early  settlers  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  Mrs. 
Vail’s  father  was  born  there,  but  her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Hickcox,  is  a native  of  New 
Hampshire. 
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